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Boston July 1, 1981.

Hon. Kevin H. White,
Mayor of the City ofBoston.

Sir,— In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the

Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners

respectfully submits its annual report.

Registration

In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as

amended, registration was held as follows:

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays,

Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1 to August 14,

inclusive; from August 20 to September 28, inclusive; and
from October 3 to November 3 for military personnel; and
from November 4 to December 31, 1980, inclusive; from
January 2, 1981 to June 30, 1981, inclusive.

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. from August 15

to August 18, inclusive; and September 29, inclusive.

At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. August 19, for

the State Primary and October 7 for the State Election.
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At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 p.m.

to 9 p.m., except Saturdays, when the hours were from 12

p.m. to 8 p.m., from August 15 to August 19 for the State

Primary and on September 29 to October 7 for the State

Election.

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 p.m.

to 10 p.m. on August 19 for the State Primary and October 7

for the State Election.

In answer to many requests for special registrations

according to statutes, at schools, colleges, and nursing

homes, extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these

requests.

Piiysically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of

chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons quali-

fied to vote but who were unable to appear at a registration

office because of a physical disability were examined in

their homes or other places of confinement upon receipt of

an application for such registration. Persons so registered

or found on the voting list were furnished with an applica-

tion for absentee ballots.

Absentee Voting

In accordance with chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, as

amended, regulating the method of processing and count-

ing absentee ballots made it mandatory that, after process-

ing and examintion of the affidavits in the central office is

completed, the absentee ballots must be sent to the precinct

polling places to be cast and counted. In accordance with

chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975, absentee ballots received on
election day shall be processed and examined in the central

office and may be counted at the office at the hour of closing

of the polls and after the canvass and the count has been

completed each precinct tally sheet, official returns book,

and check list shall be amended when delivered to the

central office.

Absentee voting applied to the State Primary and State

Election. Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulat-

ing absentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter

who would be absent from the city on the day of the election,

and who had no mailing address outside of Boston to which

a ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned in time to

be sent to the polling place before the close of the polls on
election day, to receive a ballot in hand and vote by such

ballot in the central office before he departed from the city.
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Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots

in 1980.

September September
Primary Primary November

Democrats Republicans Election

Applications Received
Civilian 516 59 2,198
Physically disabled 1,601 312 3,018
Federal service personnel 60 19 821

Total 2,177 390 6,037

Applications rejected

Civilian 21 8 52
Physically disabled 60 22 67
Federal service personnel

Total
~~

81 ~30 119

Ballots mailed to or in hand
Civilians 491 51 2,146
Physically disabled 1 ,540 290 2,95

1

Federal service personnel 60 19 821

Total 2,091 360 5,918

Ballots returned from or in hand
Civilian 377 46 1,581

Physically disabled 1,051 250 1,986

Federal service personnel 46 17 575

Total 1,474 313 4,142

Ballots rejected by examiners
All classes 200 27 728

Ballots sent to polling places

Allplaces 1,274 286 3,414

Ballots returned unclaimed 25 9 26

Ballots returned too late 312 38 523

Ballot envelopes were subsequently delivered to the

proper polling places prior to 9 p.m. to be cast on the day of

the election, as required by law.

Number of Voters

At the State Election held on November 4, 1980, the

number of voters on the list was 257,087. The number of

voters on the first list published by the Board for 1980 was
218,258. From that time to the close of registration for the

State Primary there were added the names of 17,514 voters.

From that time to the close of registration for State Election

there were added the names of 21,315. Included in this

figure are the names of 5,240 who were restored to the

voting list without registration under the provisions of

chapter 244 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. The number
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of voters on the day of the State Election held on November
4, 1980, was 182,367, an increase of 34,624 above the

number of voters on the list preceding the City Election.

From this figure the names of 2,076 voters were removed
from the list because of deaths and removal from the city.

The number of voters on the list was 255,01 1

.

Nomination Papers, Referendum, andRecount Petitions

The Board received 557 referendum petitions on which
3,048 names were certified. The nomination papers for the

Special Primary held on May 19, 1981, amounted to 154.

The amount of names certified was a total of 2,872.

Recount

Recount of votes cast for the Tenth Suffolk Representa-

tive District was held in Ward 20.

Revision of the Voting List

The names of2,026 voters were stricken from the voting list

by reason of death, removal from the city and other causes.

Jury

The jury list prepared by the Board in 1980 contained the

names of 7,021 residents of Boston. During the time covered
by this report 5,501 names were drawn for jury service.

Membership of the Board

Commissioner James Casaletto was sworn in on July 1

,

1980, as Democratic Commissioner. Commissioner William
F. Arrigal, Jr. was sworn in as Republican Commissioner.
Commissioner Michael A. Joyce is Chairman replacing

Commissioner John M. Robinson, who retired March 31,

1981. The Board is temporarily operating with three

Commissioners.

Expenses of the election Department

The expenses of the Election Department for the year

July 1, 1980, to June 30, 1981, amount to $887,180.

Michael A. Joyce, Chairman,
William F. Arrigal, Jr.,

James Casaletto,
Board ofElection Commissioners.
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON

As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1975

Ward 1 38,313

Ward 2 16,877

Ward 3 24,533

Ward 4 28,395

Ward 5 40,953

Ward 6 19,961

Ward 7 24,455

Ward 8 12,196

Ward 9 13,070

Ward 10 21,164

Ward 11 21,513

Ward 12 19,887

Ward 13 23,520

Ward 14 41,579

Ward 15 < 20,993

Ward 16 28,786

Ward 17 30,828

Ward 18 63,726

Ward 19 28,291

Ward 20 45,758

Ward21 43,233

Ward22 29,955

Total 637,986
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VOTES CAST ON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Prohibit Discrimination

Question No. 1

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution

Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution summarized below,

which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions of the House of Representatives and
the Senate on September 7, 1977, by a vote of 262-1, and on May 28, 1980, by a vote of 192-0?

SUMMARY
The proposed amendment would add a new article to the state Constitution which would

prohibit discrimination against handicapped people. It would provide that no otherwise quali-

fied handicapped individual could on the sole basis of that handicap, be excluded from partici-

pation in, denied the benefits of, or subjected to discrimination in any program or activity.

Wards YES NO

1 5,122

2,888

4,468

3,720

7,886

2,880

3,750
823

1,703

2,622

2,618

1,729

2,469
2,152

1,545

4,875

3,120
10,374

5,198

10,390

6,806

6,379

2,739
2 1,527

3 1,943

4 1,692

5 3,117

6 1,888

7 2,501

8 335
9 440
10 924
11 975
12 463
13 1,199

14 786
15 735
16 2,875
17 1,392
18 5,443
19 2,329
20 6,269
21 2,021
22 2,485

Totals 93,337 44,078
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VOTES CAST ON
LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Limit Taxes

Question No. 2

Law Proposed by Initiative Petition

Do you approve of a law summarized below, which was disapproved by the House of
Representatives on May 6, 1980, bv a vote of 5-146, and on which no vote was taken bv the

Senate before May 7, 1980.

SUMMARY
The proposed law would limit certain taxes, and change laws relating to school budgets and

compulsory binding arbitration. It would impose a limit on state and local taxes on real estate

and personal property equal to 2 1
2 percent of the full and fair cash value of the property being

taxed. If a locality currently imposes a tax greater than 2 J/2 percent of that cash value, the tax

would have to be decreased by 15 percent each year until the 2Yi percent level is reached. If a

locality imposes a tax of less than 2Vi percent, it would be allowed to increase the tax rate. In

either situation a city or town could raise its limit by a two-thirds local vote at a general

election.

The proposed law would provide that the total taxes on real estate and personal property

imposed by the state or by localities could never be increased by more than IVi percent of the

total taxes imposed for the preceding year, unless two-thirds of the voters agreed to the

increase at a general election.

It would further provide that no law or regulation which imposes additional costs on a city

or town, or a law granting or increasing tax exemptions, would be effective unless the state

agrees to assume the added cost. A division of the State Auditor's Department would
determine the financial effect of laws and regulations on the various localities.

The proposal would limit the amount of money required to be appropriated for public

schools to that amount voted upon the local appropriating authority. It would also repeal the

law which provides for compulsory binding arbitration when labor negotiations concerning

police and fire personnel come to an impasse. In addition, the petition would provide that no
county, district, or authority could impose any annual increase in costs on a locality of greater

than 4 percent of the total of the year before.

The proposed law would also reduce the maximum excise tax rate on motor vehicles from
$66 per thousand to $25 per thousand, and it would allow a state income tax deduction equal

to one-half of the rent paid for the taxpayer's principal place of residence.

Wards YES NO

1 7,397

3,125

4,616

2,745

6,100

3,496
4,293

576
692

1,751

1,878

1,309

2,225

1,490

1,662

5,704

3,240

11,938

4,879
13,131

4,069

5,752

3,284

2 2,044

3 2,947

4 3,177

5 5,326

6 2,052

7 2,963

8 951

9 > 1,846

10 2,346

11 2,386

12 2,016

13 2,047

14 2,253

15 1,503

16 3,639

17 2,849

18 6,676

19 3,166

20 5,821

21 5,591

22 4,039

Totals 92,068 69,422
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VOTES CAST ON
LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION

STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Increased State Aid

Question No. 3

Law Proposed by Initiative Petition

Do you approve of a law summarized below, which was disapproved by the House of

Representatives on May 6, 1980, by a vote of 2-147, and on which no vote was taken by the

Senate before May 7, 1980.

SUMMARY
The proposed law would limit local property taxes and state taxes and would provide for

increased state aid for local educational purposes.

The act would limit local property taxes in the years 1981 through 1984 to the amount levied

in the previous year increased by the percentage increase in personal income of the residents of

the Commonwealth during the previous year. The local property tax limit could be exceeded to

offset decreases in local aid, to cover shortages for prior years and to pay court judgments.

Pension and retirement allowances, payments to other governmental units, principal and

interest on any indebtedness, unemployment compensation, amounts required to be raised as

a condition of a state or federal grant, and costs for special education programs would be

exceeded by a two-thirds vote of the local appropriating body.

The cost of regional and independent vocational schools would be subject to the same

limitations.

The proposed law would also limit state taxes imposed in the years 1981 through 1984 to an

amount no greater than that imposed the previous year, increased income of Massachusetts

residents in the previous year. This state tax limit could be exceeded only to increase local aid

or to assume other costs approved by a two-thirds vote of the state Legislature. The amounts

necessary to pay principal and interest on state indebtedness, pensions, retirement allowances,

unemployment compensation and court judgments, and money required to be raised as a

condition of a federal grant would not be subject to the state tax limit. The total amount of

local aid for any year which would be subject to legislative appropriation could not be less

than the total amount of aid for the preceding year increased by half the increase in collected

state taxes during that preceding year. The state tax limit would be reduced by any excess taxes

actually collected over the tax limit for the preceding year.

The proposed law also would require, subject to legislative appropriation, a gradual

increase in the percentage of local educational costs paid by the Commonwealth to a level of

50 percent in 1984. The proposal would also require, again subject to legislative appropriation,

that school aid paid by the Commonwealth in any year between 1981 through 1984 must be at

least 15 percent greater than that provided in 1980.

Wards YES NO

1 2,846
1,513

2,363

2,108

3,893

1,601

2,048
514
817

1,463

1,435

928
1,390

1,350
870

2,717
1,757

5,407

2,733

5,481

3,627

3,269

6,248

2 3,124

3 . 4,226

4 3,070

5 6,580

6 3,407

7 3,972

8 599

9 1,106

10 1,925

11 2,025

12 1,369

13 2,350

14 . . 1,760

15 . . 1,503

16 5,466

17 2,803

18 . 11,101

19 5,003

20 . . 12,229

21 4,961

22 5,842

Totals 50,130 90,669
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VOTES CAST ON
REFERENDUM OF AN EXISTING LAW
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Salary Increase

Question No. 4

Referendum on an Existing Law

Do you approve of a law summarized below, which was approved by the House of
Representatives on November 1, 1979, by a vote of 83-62, and which was approved by the

Senate on November 1, 1979?

SUMMARY
The law provides for increases in the salaries of members of the Legislature and the

constitutional officers of the Commonwealth.
The law increases salaries of members of the Legislature by an annual amount varying from

$1,853 to $17,923. The size of the raise conferred on a particular individual depends upon his

position within the Legislature. The law has the effect of setting the base salary for a legislator

at $20,335, but under the law legislative salaries range as high as the approximately $55,920,
paid to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The salaries of the constitutional officers are increased either by $20,000 in the case of the

Governor, or $10,000 in all other cases. The law raises the annual salary of the Governor to

$60,000, that of the Attorney General to $47,500 and the salaries of the Lieutenant Governor,
Secretary of the Commonwealth, Treasurer and Receiver General and the Auditor to $40,000.

The law also amends the statutes pertaining to the organization of the office of the

Secretaries of Administration and Finance and of Human Services and to the compensation of

senior officials within those offices. It gives the Secretaries of Administration and Finance and
of Human Services greater flexibility in establishing positions and setting salaries for those

under their supervision.

Wards YES NO

1 924
673

1,323

1,000

2,636
660
881

173

352
629
534
314
550
502
347

1,088

663

2,057

1,170

2,302

1,473

1,364

6,933

2 3,530

3 4,847

4 4,020

5 7,881

6 4,050

7 4,763

8 857

9 1,491

10 2,704

11 2,830

12 1,846

13 3,084

14 2,452

15 1,959

16 6,839

17 ^ 3,796

18 13,881

19 6,293

20 14,685

21 6,924

22 7,524

Totals 21,615 113 189
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VOTES CAST ON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Costs on City and Towns

Question No. 5

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution

Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution summarized below,

which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions of the House of Representatives

and the Senate on November 30, 1977, by a vote of 257-8, and on September 18, 1980, by a

vote of 179-6?

SUMMARY
The proposed amendment would limit the power of the Legislature to impose certain costs

on cities and towns. It would provide that any law which imposes additional costs upon two or

more cities or towns by regulating the compensation, hours, status, conditions, or benefits of

municipal employment would not be effective within a municipality until it accepts the law by
vote or appropriation of money. Local acceptance would not be required if the Legislature

either passed the law by a two-thirds vote or provided, during the same session in which the

law was enacted that the additional costs would be assumed by the commonwealth.

Wards YES NO

1 3,474

2,088

3,364
2,847

6,592
2,257

2,750
481

738

1,750

1,615

763

1,777

1,237

1,153

4,051

2,281

8,368

4,109
9,744

4,737

4,848

3,161

2 1,752

3 1,965

4 1,753

5 2,842

6 1,804

7 2,227

8 410
9 912
10 1,175

11 1,310

12 1,228

13 1,456

14 1,480

15 902
16 3,148
17 1,730

18 6,078
19 2,622
20 5,842
21 2,605
22 2,974

Totals • 71,024 49,376
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VOTES CAST ON
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Emergency Law
Question No. 6

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution

Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution summarized below,

which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions of the House of Representatives

and the Senate on September 7, 1977, by a vote of 264-0, and on September 19, 1980, bv a vote

of 162-0?

SUMMARY
The proposed amendment would change the procedure by which the Legislature declared a

measure to be an emergency law, making it effective when it is signed by the Governor. The
amendment would allow the Legislature to make such a declaration by a voice vote, rather

than by a recorded vote, as now required. The amendment would maintain the existing option

allowing for a formal roll call vote.

Wards YES NO

1 1,807

1,097

1,703

1,452

3,067

1,153

1,528

297
513

987

1,107

685
974
858
941

2,204

1,652

3,876

1,962

4,272

2,362

2,576

4,223

2 2,705

3 3,616

4 3,169

5 6,424

6 2,869
7 3,370

8 583

9 1,161

10 1,926

11 1,973

12 1,844

13 2,141

14 1,867

15 1,707

16 5,372

17 3,294

18 10,723

19 4,904

20 11,354

21 4,863

22 5,425

TotEls 37,100 85,513
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VOTES CAST, STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Representative Vote on New Nuclear Power Plants

Question No. 7

This Question is Non-binding

Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legislation

requiring a moratorium on the construction and licensing of new nuclear power plants, and

mandating instead that the state promote energy conservation and renewable energy sources

such as hydro-electric and solar power?

SUMMARY
Shall the Representative from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legislation

requiring a moratorium on the construction and licensing of new nuclear power plants, and

mandating instead that the state promote energy conservation and renewable energy sources

such as hydro-electric and solar power?

Ward Representative District YES NO

4 Precinct 10 164

1,993

1,272

175

1,220

934
292

3,309

4,757

4,789

111

10 Precincts 1 to 1 1 1,076

11 Precincts 1 to 8 831

15 Precincts 2 and 5 233

16 Precincts 3, 6 to 8 1,276

17 Precincts 1 , 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 11 783

18 Precinct 9 310

19 Precincts 1, 3 to 7, 10 and 13 2,027

21 Precincts 2 to 16 1,986

22 Precincts 1 to 13 2,897

Totals 18,905 11,530
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VOTES CAST, STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Senatorial Vote on New Nuclear Power Plants

Question No. 7

This Question is Non-binding

Shall the Senator from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legislation requiring a
moratorium on the construction and licensing of new nuclear power plants, and mandating
instead that the state promote energy conservation and renewable energy sources such as

hydro-electric and solar power?

SUMMARY
Shall the Senator from this district be instructed to vote in favor of legislation requiring a

moratorium on the construction and licensing of new nuclear power plants, and mandating
instead that the state promote energy conservation and renewable energy sources such as

hydro-electric and solar power?

Ward Senatorial District YES NO

1 Precincts 1 to 14 3,364

3,001

5,933

1,721

2,123

369
1,183

2,826
3 Precincts 1 to 8 2,186
5 Precincts 1 to 10 3,683
6 Precincts 1 to 9 2,108
7 Precincts 1 to 10 2,481

8 Precincts 1 , 2, and 5 to 7 310
13 Precincts 3, 6 to 10 1,298

Totals 17,694 14,892



98 City Document No. 10

VOTES CAST, STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 4, 1980

Senatorial Vote on Construction and Licensing of New Nuclear Power Plants

Question No. 8

This Question is Non-binding

Ward Senatorial District YES NO

21 Precincts 1 to 16 2,225 890

Totals 2,225 890

Cease Unnecessary Spending

Question No. 8

This Question is Non-binding

Ward Senatorial District YES NO

1 Precincts 1 to 14 2,652
1,541

551

2,988

3 Precincts 1 to 5 1,431

5 Precinct 5 468

Totals 4,744 4,887

City Council Vote

Question No. 8

This Question is Non-binding

Ward Representative District YES NO

21 Precincts 9 to 16 2,617

5,162

885

22 Precincts 1 to 13 2,101

Totals 7,779 2,986

City Council Vote

Question No. 9

This Question is Non-binding

Ward Representative District YES NO

21 Precincts 2 to 8 1,634 580

Totals 1,634 580
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DEMOCRATIC VOTES CAST AT SPECIAL STATE PRIMARY, MAY 19, 1981

REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
Fourteenth Suffolk District (to fill vacancy)

SUMMARY
James T. Brett* 1 ,322

Daniel Fitzgerald 449

William Fleming 247

Stephen J. Graham 500

Paul J. Harrington 575

James W. Hunt, Jr 989

Ronald MacGillivray 679

James B. McDonough 313

Paul D. Seaver 210

Robert M. Sullivan 617

Michael Traft 781

Marian Waldron -- 68

All Others 2

Nominated
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