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REPORT.

Headquarters of the Police Department,

Office of the Police Commissioner, 154 Berkeley Street

Boston, December 1, 1929.

To His Excellency Frank G. Allen, Covcrnor.

Your Excelli:ncy:—As Police Commissioner for the city

of Boston I have the honor to present, in compliance with the

provisions of chapter 291 of the Acts of the year 1906 a report

of the Police Department for the year ending November 30,

1929.

Traffic.

On February 7, 1927, the Director of the Street Traffic

Survey under the auspices of the Albert Russell Erskine

Bureau of Harvard University, after careful investigation

with competent assistants and with a full measure of police

cooperation submitted a comprehensive report to the Mayor

of Boston relative to traffic conditions in this city. The

Board of Street Commissioners, the municipal body at that

time authorized to make rules and regulations affecting the

vehicular and pedestrian traffic of this city, adopted the

recommendations of the survey.

Among the recommendations adopted was the boulevard

stop system, a traffic aid previously recommended by me in

my annual report to the Governor and later to the Board

of Street Commissioners. Special markers for the same were

approved by the Department of Public Works of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and the system put into effect

with favorable results on Commonwealth and Blue Hill

Avenues.

The Boston Traffic Commission was created by legislative

act on April 26, 1929, which became effective May 26, 1929.

The personnel of the commission consists of a Commissioner

appointed by the Mayor, and as associate commissioners:
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the Police Commissioner, Commissioner of Public Works,
Park Commissioner and the Chairman of the Board of Street

Commissioners. The body now has control of vehicular

traffic with power to erect and maintain traffic signs, markers
and traffic control devices, and also authority to adopt, amend
and repeal all existing rules pertaining to the control of

vehicular traffic. The Commission has reconsidered, revised

and adopted the former rules and regulations to render

traffic more fluid and to prepare for traffic emergencies.

An appropriation of $125,000 was made by the City Council

of Boston, the plans were completed and the work has been

started on the synchronization of traffic lights on Washington
Street from Broadway to Haymarket Square, on Cambridge
Street from Temple Street to Scollay Square, on Tremont
Street from Scollay Square to Broadway, and on Boylston

Street from Washington Street to Arlington Street. Ap-
propriations of (1) $125,000 have been granted for the in-

stallation of this system of traffic lights on Massachusetts

Avenue between Tremont Street and the Harvard Bridge,

(2) $125,000 for traffic lights on Commonwealth Avenue
between Arlington Street and Governor Square, and (3)

$100,000 for the installation of automatic trarffic lights in

the suburban districts at dangerous intersections. The
installation of this system of traffic lights on Shawmut
Avenue between Roxbury Street and Broadway, and on

Centre Street, West Roxbury, has been urged by the Police

Commissioner for some time. Automatic traffic signals will

not eliminate the necessity of man power at congested

traffic intersections where pedestrian traffic must be con-

trolled and protected and police aid rendered in case of ac-

cidents.

Jurisdiction over hackney carriages (taxicabs) remains

with the Police Commissioner who has cooperated with the

Traffic Commission as to the allocation of hackney carriage

stands so that as far as possible, there may be conformity

with the rules governing traffic.

Control of hackney carriages carries a twofold duty; first:

the necessity to see that the public are properly served with

taxicab service in all sections of the city, and second: that

traffic is not impeded or congested because of unnecessary

taxicab traffic in the congested parts of the city. On No-

vember 30, 1922, there were 1,401 licensed hackney carriages
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and 1,673 operators. On November 30, 1929, there were

2,930 licensed hackney carriages and 4,893 operators.

Legislation to make all hackney carriage stands public,

to be used by all hackney carriage drivers, was defeated,

but a commission was appointed to investigate the question

of taxicab service and regulation in the city of Boston. Several

hearings were held where all the parties concerned were given

a right to express their views. The reports of this Com-
mission will be forwarded to the incoming legislature. Care-

ful study of the situation in cities where all hackney stands

are public proved that the public stands benefit only the

few who have obtained them by means similar to seques-

tration and are of no financial benefit to the majority of

taxicab operators. Continuous cruising of operators in

search of a vacant and profitable stand would cause traffic

congestion and render more difficult traffic control by the

police.

Liquor Law Enforcement.

The liquor situation in Boston compares favorably with

other cities in this country.

Constant effort was made by the department during the

past year to suppress illegal liquor traffic. 4,727 buildings

were searched upon warrants, 3,947 persons arrested for the

violation of the state prohibitory laws and 33,911 persons

arrested for drunkness.

Enforcement of the liquor law, however, is becoming more

difficult because the illegal sale of liquor is now being ef-

fected more secretly, and because of the almost insur-

mountable difficulty encountered by police officers in ob-

taining evidence of liquor violations in barricaded and

fortified places. Police officers of this Department are

forbidden to drink intoxicating liquor to obtain evidence of

liciuor violations. The increased activity of the police has

forced proprietors of liquor nuisances to remove their estab-

lishments from the street to barricaded second and third

floors of buildings. This ruse gives them more time to

destroy liquor evidence in case of sudden raids by the police.

Time is of the essence to operators of liquor nuisances.

Liquor poured into containers filled with chemicals, cannot

be used as evidence in prosecutions for violation of the liquor

laws.
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It is indeed unfortunate that the pohce are seldom able

to apprehend proprietors of liquor nuisances because they

are rarely seen upon the premises and are invariably absent

when their unfortunate agents are trapped.

The question of the repeal of the so-called "Baby Volstead

Act" will come before the legislature this year. This Act

was passed in 1923 to further strengthen the existing state

liquor law, and made transportation and manufacture of

intoxicating liquor without a permit a criminal offence.

Repeal of this law would seriously cripple the work of this

department.

The police alone cannot stop violations of the prohibitory

laws. When the police have detected and apprehended

violators of the liquor laws and have presented evidence to the

court, they have fulfilled their part of the liquor enforcement

problem. Whether habitual offenders convicted of violations

of the liquor laws continue in their practices is a problem

for the courts to solve. Fines inflicted as punishment for

liquor violations can be charged to overhead expense. Im-

prisonment or fear of imprisonment awes liquor violators,

but liquor violators have little respect for law and less for

enforcement officers when they know that upon conviction,

only fines undoubtedly will be imposed. The police alone

cannot close liquor nuisances, suspected houses of ill fame

or any other place suspected of carrying on illegal business.

When such evidence as the police may have regarding such

illegal business is presented to the court their power ends.

During the past year 3,947 liquor cases, exclusive of

drunkenness, were obtained by this department. 293

persons were sentenced to jail and of this number 239 sen-

tences were suspended. 1,465 persons were fined and 132

of these fines were suspended. 579 persons received fines

and imprisonment, and of these, 483 imprisonments and 3

fines were suspended. A total of 150 persons were imprisoned

for violation of the state prohibitory laws during the past

year, 955 persons were found not guilty, and the balance of

the cases disposed of other than by fine or imprisonment.

162 of these cases are now pending. The police cannot be

expected to suppress liquor violations unless persistent

offenders against the prohibitory laws, when convicted, are

sent to jail.

Although illegal transportation of liquor is now a criminal
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offence, many motor vehicles seized for illegal transportation

of liquor, the operators of which were convicted, have been

returned, by order of the court, to the owners because the

operator was not convicted of keeping and exposing liquor

for sale in the vehicle used for illegal transportation of liquor.

No motor vehicle can be forfeited as an implement of sale

unless the operator is not only convicted of transporting

liquor illegally but also convicted of keeping and exposing

liquor illegally for sale in the vehicle.

Before conviction can be obtained for illegal keeping and

exposing liquor for sale in a motor vehicle specific evidence

is required that the vehicle is being used as an implement of

sale or that the car was specially built or remodelled for the

purpose of transporting liquor illegally or that the owner

or operator of the seized motor vehicle was a well known
liquor violator. Since December 1, 1928, 60 cars were

seized for illegal transportation of liquor. 47 of these

operators were found guilty of illegal transportation, 13

cars were confiscated, and orders for return of 40 cars to the

owners or persons entitled to possession, were made. 7 cars

are now in the possession of the Property Clerk of this

department awaiting disposition of the cases upon which the

seizures were made.

Equity proceedings were taken against several places

where liquor nuisances existed and injunctions or "pad-

locks" were obtained. Many cases are now being prepared

and will be prosecuted during the coming year.

Some property owners have realized the seriousness of

leasing real estate to liquor violators and notice has been

received many times when padlock proceedings were threat-

ened that the liquor law violators have been or would be

ejected. When forced to vacate a location because of

police activities, violators of the liquor law, however, cannot

be prevented from establishing headquarters at places where
liquor convictions have not been obtained. The actual

working of the padlock law has been clearly demonstrated

that the fear of injunction creates a salutary effect upon that

type of property owner who is desirous only of obtaining

revenue from his property without regard to the character

of his tenants.
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Teletype.

Prevention of crime and apprehension of criminals is

distinctly a police problem. Human agency requires con-

junction with mechanical aids to successfully combat crime.

Police officers from the time of appointment are instructed

carefully in the methods employed by the criminal. Crime

is progressive in its technique, and new methods and means

used in the commission of crime are ascertained and ex-

plained.

New mechanical devices to expedite or increase business

are accepted and installed by progressive mercantile organ-

izations, and refusal to adopt and install such innovations

means commercial annihilation. Following this business

principle a progressive police department must adopt

mechanical devices useful and necessary either in preventing

or detecting crime or in capturing the criminal.

In several previous reports the teletype system of trans-

mitting information relative to crime has been referred to.

In the twenty-one station houses in this department the

instantaneous reception upon machines of messages relayed

from Headquarters has been of immense value. Arlington,

BrookUne, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, Somerville, Quincy,

Maiden, Melrose and Medford, and the Metropolitan

District Commission already have recognized the value of

this method of disseminating important information relative

to crime, and are now connected by teletype with Police

Headquarters at Boston.

Teletype transmission of news is comparatively instan-

taneous, correct and unfailing, not exposed to the hazards

of atmospheric conditions as is the use of the radio, or subject

to errors or incorrect reception of relayed news as is possible

where the telephone is used.

Plant and Personnel.

Considerable work has been done during the past year

both on the exterior and interior of police buildings carrying

out plans to make station houses and police quarters comfort-

able and sanitary for police officers stationed therein. Neces-

sary repairs, additions and remodelling have been done upon

the station houses of Divisions 3, 5, 10, 11, 15 and 16. At

my request an examination of all police buildings and boats
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was made by the American LaFrance & Foamite Company,
and their recommendations relative to the placing of oil

extinguishers, alcohol extinguishers and the ordinary fire

extinguishers were carried out. Every cell, door and lock

in station houses and lock-ups has been carefully examined,

repaired and renewed where found necessary.

The rolling stock of the department consisting of seventy-

nine automobiles and seventy-four motorcycles (including

twenty-four of the latter purchased during this year) were

inspected and repaired. Three new motor patrol wagons

specially designed for accident cases and equipped like the

other patrol wagons of the department with first aid kits and

gas masks were put into commission. The summer uniform

of the entire force was remodelled, and the collar, to insure

comfort, changed from the military to the roll type.

A perpetual stock inventory and cost record was instituted

in the office of the Property Clerk to record the requirements,

distribution and cost of stock used by the department.

The City Council passed an order for a $200,000 loan which

was later approved by the Mayor on April 30, 1929, for a

police boat to replace the steamer Guardian which has been

in police service continuously since 1896. The present

unfit condition of the hull and boilers of the Guardian with

the expense of repairing and remodelling the craft demon-
strated clearly that a new boat should be built. The special

harbor service of this boat necessitated it should be of

wooden construction and steam propelled, and to insure

prompt service a radio must be installed. Plans and speci-

fications have been already drawn and proposals for con-

struction will soon be asked for by advertising.

In addition to the patrol boat already in use a gasoline

propelled boat is needed for the purpose of having con-

tinuous service during seven months of the year to protect

the increasing number of valuable yachts and motor boats

moored or stored in the harbor proper and surrounding

waters and over which this department has jurisdiction.

The proximity of many bathing beaches to these boat yards,

yacht clubs and maritime associations demands constant

police patrol.

An increase of one hundred and fifty men to take care of

the growing needs of the department and to render proper

police service to the congested and outlying districts was
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requested of the Mayor. Authorization to add one hundred

and twenty-five men to the force was granted and these

additional men are at present in service. On account of

the growing needs of traffic, additional police officers are

quickly absorbed.

On May 31, 1929, through joint action of the Mayor and

Police Commissioner, the salaries of deputy superintendents

of this department were raised from $4,000 to $4,500 per

annum; the chief inspector from $3,800 to $4,300; captains

from $3,500 to $4,000; lieutenants and lieutenant-inspectors

from $2,600 to $2,700; and sergeants and detective-sergeants

from $2,400 to $2,500.

New station houses are needed on Divisions 3, 4, 5, and

17, and garages for police vehicles needed at Stations 12

and 14.

Nineteen men will be added early in January, 1930, to the

Special Service Unit now operating in motor vehicles from

Headquarters. This will create two shifts of police officers

operating in this unit and will insure continuous patrol of

the city from 6.00 p.m. to . 8.00 a.m. The present unit

operating from 11.00 p.m. to 8.00 a.m. has already dem-
onstrated its great value in preventing crime, apprehending

thieves, discovering fires, and in the general protection of the

lives and property of the citizens of this city.

Very respectfully,

HERBERT A. WILSON,
Police Commissio7ier for the City of Boston.
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THE DEPARTMENT.

The police department is at present constituted as follows :

—

Police Commissioner. Secretary.

The Police Force.

Superintendent .

Deputy superintendents

Chief inspector .

Captains .

Inspectors

Director .

Signalmen

Mechanics

1

2

1

29

25

Lieutenants

Sergeants .

Patrolmen

Total

Signal Service.

Linemen

Chauffeur

Total

44

184

2,148

2,434

18

Employees of the Department.

Property clerk .
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Distribution and Changes.

The distribution of the poHce force is shown by Table I.

During the year 221 patrolrnen were appointed (one restored

to duty from pension); 19 patrolmen were discharged; 30

patrolmen resigned (thirteen while charges were pending)

;

24 patrolmen were promoted; 1 captain, 4 lieutenants, 2

inspectors, 4 sergeants and 11 patrolmen were retired on

pensions; 1 captain, 6 sergeants and 13 patrolmen died.

(See Tables III, IV, V.)

Police Officers Injured While on Duty,

The following statement shows the number of pohce

officers attached to the various divisions and units who were

injured while on duty during the past year, the number of

duties lost by them and the number of duties lost by police

officers during the past year who were injured previous to

December 1, 1928.

How Injured.



Per Cent.
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were for violation of city ordinances; that is to say that one
arrest in 136 was for such offence, or .73 per cent.

Sixty-two and two hundredths per cent of the persons
taken into custody were between the ages of twenty and forty.

(See Table XII.)
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The average amount- of propeif^fy, ^tblQn iii ia?id out of

the city for the five years from 1925 to 1929 inclusive, was

$1,743,171.90, in 1929 it was $1,607,046.62, or $136,125.28

less than the average. The amount of property stolen in and

out of the city, which was recovered by the Boston Police,

was $3,580,849.30, as against $2,881,110.36 last year, or

$699,738.94 more. (See Table XIII.)

Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

The "identification room" now contains 71,684 photo-

graphs, 57,119 of which are photographs with Bertillon

measurements, a system used by the Department since

November 30, 1898. In accordance with the Revised Laws,

chapter 225, section 18, and with the General Laws, chapter

127, sections 27 to 29, both inclusive, we are allowed photo-

graphs with Bertillon measurements taken of the convicts

in the State Prison and Reformatory, a number of which

have been added to our Bertillon cabinets. This, together

with the adoption of the system by the Department in 1898,

is and will continue to be of great assistance in the identi-

fication of criminals. A large number of important identi-

fications have thus been made during the year for this and
other police departments, through which the sentences in

many instances have been materially increased. The
records of 1,140 criminals have been added to the records

of this Bureau, which now contains a total of 50,599. The
number of cases reported at this office which have been

investigated during the year is 31,453. There are 48,754

cases reported on the assignment books kept for this purpose

and reports made on these cases are filed away for future

reference. The system of indexing adopted by this Bureau
for the use of the Department now contains a list of records,

histories, photographs, dates of arrests, etc., of about 248,090

persons. There are also "histories and press clippings"

now numbering 10,603 made by this Bureau, in envelope

form for police reference.

The finger-print system of identification which was
adopted in June, 1906, has progressed in a satisfactory

manner, and with it the identification of criminals is facil-

itated. It has become very useful in tracing criminals and
furnishing corroborating evidence in many instances.

The statistics of the work of this branch of the service
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are iilelmled' in tKe st-a'Wiae^t of the general work of the

Departnient, but as the duties are of a special character, the

following statement will be of interest :
—

Number of persons arrested, principally for felonies . . 1,290

Fugitives from justice from other States, arrested and deliv-

ered to officers from those States ..... 60

Number of cases investigated ...... 31,453

Number of extra duties performed ..... 2,017

Number of cases of homicide and supposed homicide investi-

gated and evidence prepared for trial in court . . . 204

Number of cases of abortion and supposed abortion investi-

gated and evidence prepared for court .... 11

Number of days spent in court by police officers . . 2,678

Number of years of imprisonment imposed by court, 177 years, 11 months

Amount of stolen property recovered .... $488,865.79

Number of photographs added to identification room . . 1,704

Officer Detailed to Assist Medical Examiners.

The officer detailed to assist the medical examiners reports

having investigated 822 cases of death from the following

causes :
—

Abortion .

Accidental cut .

Accidental poison

Aeroplane .

Alcoholism

Asphyxiation

Automobiles

(No prosecution)

Bicycle

Burns

Coasting .

Drowning .

Electricity

Elevators .

Exposure .

2

1

1

5

15

3

6

1

28

1

35

6

11

1

Falls
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Lost, Abandoned and Stolen Property,

On December 1, 1928, there were 2,850 articles of lost,

stolen or abandoned property in the custody of the Property

Clerk, and during the year 1,102 were received. 841 articles

were sold at pubHc auction and the proceeds $1,479.75 were

turned over to the Chief Clerk.

Four articles were sold as perishable and 771 worthless

articles were destroyed or sold as junk and the entire proceeds,

$441.01, turned over to the Chief Clerk. 135 articles were

returned to owners, finders or administrators, leaving 2,201

on hand.

Special Events.

The following is a list of special events transpiring during

the year and gives the number of police detailed for duty at

each :
—

1928.

Doc.

Dec.

Doc.

Dec.

Dec.

1, Fenway Park, Boston College-Holy Cross football game

24, Boston Common, Christmas Eve celebration

24, Cathedral of the Holy Cross, midnight Mass
24, West End, traffic duty on Christmas Eve

26, Funeral of Lieutenant Francis J. Mulligan, retired

Men.

100

14

8

42

33

1929.

Jan. 8

Jan. 22

Feb. 11

Feb. 12

Feb. 14

Feb. 27

Mar. 5

Mar. 17

Mar. 26

Apr. 19

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

May
May 20

May 26

May 27

May 30
May 30

May 30;

Mechanics Building, Police Ball

Funeral of Patrolman John J. Cavanaugh
Funeral of Sergeant Alfred H. Daniels

Mechanics Building, Firemen's Ball

Washington and Summer Streets, manhole explosion

Bulletin Boards, Sharkey-Stribling fight

Funeral of Patrolman Thomas E. Smith

South Boston, Evacuation Day parade

Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Foch Memorial service

Commonwealth Pier, departure of Cardinal O'Connell

party ......
Marathon race .....
Patriots' Day parade

Funeral of Patrolman Frederick I. Morrill

Funeral of Captain Matthew J. Dailey

Funeral of Patrolman Pierce L. Finn .

Fenway Park, Memorial Sunday service

Funeral of Sergeant John J. Montague
At city cemeteries ....
Traffic duty, vicinity of cemeteries

St. Joseph's Cemetery, memorial service of Boston Police

Posts, American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars .

272

45

24

39

109

40

24

328

87

65

570

106

24

62

45

48

24

28

89
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1929.
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1929
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Of the licenses granted 19 were voluntarily surrendered for

cancelation and 18 transferred to new locations.

Two applications for transfer to new locations were re-

jected and five licenses suspended indefinitely. (See Table

XIV.)

Record of all Aviomohiles Reported Stolen in Boston for the Year ending
November 30, 1929.

Month.
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Record of Purchases and Sales of Used Cars Reported to this Department for

the Year ending November 30, 1929.

Month. Bought by
Dealers.

Sold by
Dealers.

Sold by
Individuals.

1928.

December

1929.

January

February

March

April .

May .

June .

July .

August

September

October

November

Totals

2,487

2,859

2,676

3,563

4,140

4,501

4,910

4,653

4,197

3,480

3,619

2,542

43,633

1,790

2,090

2,211

2,903

3,932

4,836

4,730

4,297

4,070

3,499

2,988

1,705

39,057

783

847

617

877

1,257

1,294

1,116

1,146

994

753

972

759

11,415

Miscellaneous Business.

I
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Miscellaneous Business—Concluded.

[Jan.

1926-27. 1927-28. 1928-29.

Defective gas pipes reported

Defective hydrants reported

Defective lamps reported .

Defective sewers reported

Defective sidewalks and streets reported

Defective water pipes reported

Disturbances suppressed .

Extra duties performed

Fire alarms given

Fires extinguished .

Insane persons taken in charge

Intoxicated persons assisted

Lost children restored

Persons rescued from drowning

Sick and injured persons assisted

Stray teams reported and put up

Street obstructions removed

Water running to waste reported

Witnesses detained .

15

79

6,306

59

9,032

43

437

42,1,89

3,335

1,364

352

29

1,520

19

6,446

105

3,432

484

23

13

70

5,737

116

9,439

42

693

49,256

3,631

1,283

355

18

1,316

17

7,130

28

2,054

467

20

5

52

5,889

65

8,931

81

949

46,072

4,437

1,171

355

31

1,454

28

6,546

28

1,917

424

11

Inspector of Claims.

The officer detailed to assist the committee on claims and

law department in investigating claims against the city for

alleged damage of various kinds reports that he investigated

3,037 cases, 3 of which were on account of damage done by

dogs.
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Other Services Performed.

Number of cases investigated ...... 3,037

Number of witnesses examined ...... 14,860

Number of notices served....... 11,863

Number of permissions granted (to speak to police officers

regarding accidents and to examine police records) . . 12,491

Number of days in court ....... 180

Number of cases settled on recommendation from this office . 91

Collected for damage to the city's property and bills paid to

repair same ......... $2,294.35

House of Detention.

The house of detention for women is located in the court

house, Somerset Street. All the women arrested in the city

proper and in the Charlestown, South Boston and Roxbury
Crossing districts are taken to the house of detention in a

van provided for the purpose. They are then held in charge

of the matron until the next session of the court before which

they are to appear. If sentenced to imprisonment they are

returned to the house of detention and from there conveyed

to the jail or institution to which they have been sentenced.

During the year 2,210 were committed for the following: —
Drunkenness .

Larceny .

Night walking .

Fornication

Idle and disorderly

Assault and battery

Adultery .

Violation of liquor law

Keeping house of ill fame

Various other causes

1,104

311

37

118

129

14

56

39

21

381

Total

From Municipal court

From County jail

Grand total

Recommitments.

. 2,210

134

424

. 2,768

Police Signal Service.

Signal Boxes.

The total number of boxes in use is 536. Of these 362

are connected with the underground system and 174 with the

overhead.
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Miscellaneous Work.

During the year the employees of this service responded

to 1,901 trouble calls; inspected 536 signal boxes, 18 signal

desks and 1,083 batteries; repaired 217 box movements,
91 registers, 103 polar box bells, 86 locks, 88 time stamps,

33 vibrator bells, beside repairing all bell and electric light

work at the various stations. There have been made 110

plungers, 55 complete box fittings, 100 line blocks, 100 auto-

matic hooks and a large amount of small work done which

cannot be classified.

The maintenance of the spot lights and traffic towers

has been taken over by the new traffic commission.

In the prescribed underground district five boxes were

installed and connected with the underground system, one

on Division 10, three on Division 12 and on one Division 14.

A new signal box was installed on Division 7, to connect

with the overhead system. A new signal desk was purchased

for Division 1, and is being fitted up.

A new White truck was purchased to replace one that had
been in service eight years; a new Ford coupe purchased to

replace an old Ford truck for inspection work, and a new
Ford sedan purchased in replacement for inspection work.

There are in use in the signal service: 1 White truck, 1

Ford sedan, 1 Ford coupe and 1 Ford truck.

Ten improved box movements were purchased and are

now in service, also two signal desk inking registers were

purchased.

During the year the automobile patrol wagons made 51,624

runs covering an aggregate distance of 110,809 miles. There

were 32,507 prisoners conveyed to the station houses, 3,309

runs were made to take injured or insane persons to station

houses, hospitals or their homes and 391 runs were made to

take lost children to station houses. There were 3,389 runs

to fires and 646 runs for liquor seizures. During the year

there were 536 signal boxes in use arranged on 72 battery

circuits and 72 telephone circuits; 652,925 telephone mes-

sages and 4,287,680 "on duty" calls were sent over the lines.

The following list comprises the property in the signal

service at the present time:—
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18 signal desks

72 circuits

536 street signal boxes

14 stable call boards

75 test boxes

1,103 cells of battery

669,758 feet underground cable

218,340 feet overhead cable

23,294 feet of duct

67 manholes

1 White truck

1 Ford truck

1 Ford sedan

1 Ford coupe

Harbor Service.

The special duties performed by the Police of Division 8

comprising the harbor and the islands therein, were as

follows ;
—

Value of property recovered consisting of boats, rigging,

float stages, etc. .....
Number of vessels boarded from foreign ports

Number of vessels ordered from channel to the proper anchor

age

Number of cases in which assistance was rendered to wharf-

inger........
Permits granted vessels to discharge cargo in stream

Alarms of fire attended on the water front

Fires extinguished without alarm

Boats challenged

Sick and injured persons assisted

Cases investigated .

Dead bodies recovered

Rescued from drowning .

Vessels ordered to rig in jib-boom

Assistance rendered

Obstructions removed from channel

Vessels assigned to anchorage .

Fuel oil permits granted to transport and deliver fuel oil in

harbor ....
Dead bodies cared for

Grappling ....

$55,605 00

731

243

3

20

24

1

16

1

263

23

5

1

55

50

1,571

(hours)

134

3

107

The number of vessels that arrived in this port was 9,134,

7,476 of which were from domestic ports, 556 from the

British Provinces in Canada, and 1,658 from foreign ports.

Of the latter 1,102 were steamers, 32 were motor vessels and
1 schooner.

A patrol service was maintained in Dorchester Bay from

June 17 to October 15, 1929. The launch E. U. Curtis

cruises nightly from Castle Island to Neponset Bridge.

Twenty-eight cases were investigated, five boats were

challenged, three obstructions were removed from the
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channel, two boats ordered to their proper anchorage, one

dead body cared for, assistance rendered to four boats in

distress by reason of disabled engines, stress of weather, etc.,

and towing them with the persons aboard to a place of safety.

Horses.

On the 30th of November, 1928, there were 24 horses in

the service. During the year five were delivered to the

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals on account of age; one sold to the Boston Park

Department and two were purchased.

At the present time there are 20 in the service, all of which

are saddle horses, attached to Division 16.

Vehicle Service.

Automobiles.

There are 78 automobiles in the service at the present time

;

26 attached to headquarters; one at the house of detention,

used as a woman's van and kept at Division 4; 11 in the city

proper and attached to Divisions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5; 5 in the

South Boston district, attached to Divisions 6 and 12; 3 in

the East Boston district, attached to Division 7; 5 in the

Roxbury district, attached to Divisions 9 and 10; 2 in the Dor-

chester district, attached to Division 11; 2 in the Jamaica

Plain district, attached to Division 13; 2 in the Brighton

district, attached to Division 14; 3 in the Charlestown

district, attached to Division 15; 5 in the Back Bay and the

Fenway, attached to Division 16; 2 in the West Roxbury

district, attached to Division 17; 2 in the Hyde Park district,

attached to Division 18; 2 in the Mattapan district attached

to Division 19; 2 assigned for use of the traffic divisions, and

5 unassigned. (See page 30.)

Cost of Running Automobiles.

Care and repairs . . . .
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Combination Ambulances.

The Department is equipped with an ambulance at Division

1 and combination automobiles (patrol and ambulance) in

Divisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

and 19, and there are 4 unassigned.

During the year ambulances responded to calls to convey

sick and injured persons to the following places:—
City Hospital .......
City Hospital (Relief Station, Haymarket Square)

City Hospital (Relief Station, East Boston district)

Calls where services were not required

Massachusetts General Hospital

Morgue ....
Psychopathic Hospital

St. Elizabeth's Hospital

Home ....
Carney Hospital

Forest HiUs Hospital

Peter Bent Brigham Hospital

Police station houses

Boston State Hospital

New England Hospital

Faulkner Hospital

Harley Hospital

Beth Israel Hospital

Chardon Street Home
Milton Hospital

Bay State Hospital .

Chelsea Naval Hospital

Commonwealth Hospital .

Emerson Hospital

Fenway Hospital

Homeopathic Hospital

Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary

Newton Hospital

Strong Hospital

2,193

876

154

116

60

59

54

47

46

39

26

17

16

5

4

3

3

2

2

2

Total 3,733
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List of Vehicles Used by the Department.

[Jan.

Divisions.
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Public Carriages.

During the year there were 2,930 carriage licenses granted,

being an increase of 255 as compared with last year; 2,926

motor carriages were licensed, being an increase of 258 com-

pared with last year.

There have been 4 horse-drawn carriages licensed during

the j^ear.

There were 206 articles consisting of umbrellas, coats,

handbags, etc., found in carriages during the year, which

were turned over to the inspector; 67 of these were restored

to the owners, and the balance placed in the custody of the

lost property bureau.

The following statement gives details concerning public

hackney carriages, as well as licenses to drive the same :
—

Number of applications for carriage licenses received

Number of carriages licensed .

Number of licenses transferred

Number of licenses canceled

Number of licenses revoked

Number of licenses suspended .

Number of applications for carriage licenses rejected .

Number of carriages inspected......
Applications for drivers' licenses reported upon .

Number of complaints against owners and drivers investigated

Number of days spent in court .....
Articles left in carriages reported by citizens

Articles found in carriages reported by drivers .

Drivers' applications for licenses rejected ....
Drivers' applications for licenses reconsidered and granted .

Drivers' licenses granted.......
Drivers' licenses revoked ......
Drivers' licenses suspended ......
Drivers' licenses canceled ......

2,938

2,930

66

696

9

31

8

3,756

5,074

1,874

251

271

206

181

28

4,893 1

21

217

104

Since July 1, 1914, the Police Commissioner has assigned

to persons or corporations licensed to set up and use hackney
carriages, places designated as special stands for such licensed

carriages, and there have been issued in the year ending

November 30, 1929, 1,874 such special stands, 2 of which
were reconsidered and rejected.

Of these special stands there have been 234 canceled or

revoked, 57 transferred and 12 suspended. There have been

328 applications for special stands rejected, 20 of which were

1 3 canceled for nonpayment.
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reconsidered and granted, and 22 applications rejected for

transfer of special stands, 3 of which were reconsidered

and granted.

Sight-Seeing Automobiles.

During the year ending November 30, 1929, there have

been issued licenses for 57 sight-seeing automobiles and 34

special Stands for them. There have been rejected 2 ap-

plications for sight-seeing automobiles and 4 applications

for special stands.

There have been 124 operators' licenses granted, 2 ap-

plications for operators' licenses rejected and 5 operators'

licenses canceled.

Wagon Licenses.

Licenses are granted to persons or corporations to set up

and use trucks, wagons or other vehicles to convey mer-

chandise from place to place within the city for hire. During

the year 4,002 appHcations for such licenses were received

and granted. Of these licenses 197 were subsequently

canceled for non-payment of license fee and 47 transferred

to new locations. (See Tables XIV, XVI.)
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Listing Work in Boston.

Year.
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April 1

April 2

April 3

April 4

April 5

April 6

April 8

POLICE COMMISSIONER.

Number of Policemen Employed in Listing.

[Jan.

1,409

1,331

1,077

727

59

18

7

Police Work on Jury Lists.

The police department under the provisions of chapter 348,

Acts of 1907, assisted the Election Commissioners in ascertain-

ing the qualifications of persons proposed for jury service.

The police findings in 1929 may be summarized as follows: —
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From theatres and other places of amusement .... 244

From private institutions ....... 8

From churches ......... 19

Total 1,518

Miscellaneous Licenses.

The total number of applications for miscellaneous licenses

received was 27,818. Of these 27,492 were granted, of which

239 were canceled for non-payment, leaving 27,253. During

the year 432 licenses were transferred, 1,236 canceled, 32

revoked and 326 applications were rejected. The officers

investigated 2,440 complaints arising under these licenses.

The fees collected and paid into the city treasury amounted
to $69,860.75. (See Tables XIV, XVIL)

Musicians' Licenses.

Itinerant.

During the year there were 34 applications for itinerant

musicians' licenses received, two of which were disapproved

and two licenses were subsequently canceled on account of

nonpayment of license fee.

All of the instruments in use by itinerant musicians are

inspected before the license is granted, and it is arranged with

a qualified musician, not a member of the Department, that

such instruments shall be inspected in April and September

of each year.

During the year 57 instruments were inspected with the

following result: —
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Kind of Instrument.
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the number of such apphcations granted, the number refused

and the number revoked :
—

Year.
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will be required for pensions in 1930. This includes partial

provision for 1 captain, 2 lieutenant inspectors, 1 lieutenant,

4 sergeants, 22 patrolmen and 2 civilian employees all of

whom are 65 years old or more and are entitled to be pen-

sioned on account of age and term of service.

The invested fund of the Police Charitable Fund amounted

to $207,550. There are 55 beneficiaries at the present time

and there has been paid to them the sum of $7,465.93 during

the past year.

Financial.

The total expenditures for police purposes during the past

year, including pensions and listing persons twenty years of

age or more, but exclusive of the maintenance of the police

signal service were $5,881,029.23. (See Table XVII.)

The cost of maintaining the police signal service during

the year was $61,190.72. (See Table XVIII.)

The total revenue paid into the city treasury from fees for

licenses over which the police have supervision, for the sale

of unclaimed and condemned property, uniform cloth, etc.,

was $80,614.24. (See Table XIV.)
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Table II.

Changes in Authorized and Actual Strength of Police Department.



42 POLICE COMMISSIONER. [Jan.



1930. PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 49. 43

Table IV.

List of Officers Retired during the Year ending November SO, 1929, giving the

Age at the Time of Retirement and the Number of Years' Service .of each.

Name.
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Table V.

List of Officers who were Promoted above the Rank of Patrobnan during the

Year ending November SO, 1929.

Date. Rank and Name.

Jan.
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Table VI.

Number of Men in Active Service at the End of the Present Year who were

Appointed on the Force in the Year Stated.

Date Appointed.
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Table VII.

Men on the Police Force on November SO, 1929, who were Born in the Year

Indicated on the Table below.

Date or Birth.
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Table X.

Number of Arrests by Police Divisions during the Year ending

November SO, 1929.

Divisions.
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Table XV.

Number of Dog Licenses Issued during the Year ending

November SO, 1929.

Divisions.
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Table XVII.

Financial Statement for the Year ending November SO, 1939.

Expenditures
Pay of police and employees .

Pensions .....
Fuel and light ....
Water and ice ....
Furniture and bedding .

Printing and stationery .

Care and cleaning of station houses and city pr

Repairs to station houses and city prison

Repairs and supplies for police boats

Telephone rentals, tolls and telegrams

Purchase of horses, saddlery and motor vehicles

Care and keeping of horses

Care and repair of motor vehicles .

Feeding pri.soners ....
Medical attendance and medicine .

Transportation ....
Pursuit of criminals

Uniforms and uniform caps

Badges, buttons, clubs, belts, insignia, et

Traveling expenses and food for police

Rent of buildings ....
Traffic signs and signals

Legal and other expert services

Storage on abandoned and stolen cars

Shooting gallery, flag staffs, etc.

Music for police parade
Membership and fees in rifle association

Shrubbery for station house grounds
Memorial wreaths for graves of police

Total

Expenses of listing

Expenses of signal service (see Table XVIII)

Total

Receipts.

$5,066,191 12

251,149 66

65,470 46

1,798 70

8,597 37

33,146 26

17,944 27

28,542 57
23,342 69

28,134 72

47,028 42

8,357 56

53,439 70

4,719 10

8,616 56

7,365 13

12,046 38
114,001 69

11,932 59

2,295 39

5,080 00
16,724 37

2,575 52

1,303 22

1.163 59

470 00
216 00
150 50
72 00

For all licenses issued by the Police Commissioner
For dog licenses (credited to school department)
Sale of condemned, lost, stolen and abandoned property .

For license badges, copies of licenses, commissions on tele-

phone, interest on deposits, uniform cloth, use of police

property, etc. .

Refunds .........
For damage to police property .....
Miscellaneous item .......
Sale of street pocket directories (credit by City Collector)

Total

$5,821,875 54
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Table XVIII.

Payments on Account of the Signal Service during the Year ending

November 30, 1929.

Pay rolls .......
Signalling apparatus, repairs and supplies therefor

Rent of part of building .

Care and repairs of building

Purchase of truck, coupe and sedan .

Storage and repairs of motor vehicles

Car fares .....
Prescribed underground work .

Total

$37,878 24

13,287 65

1,000 00

60 12

4,601 75

1,254 83

629 90

2,478 23

$61,190 72
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INDEX
Accidents

caused by automobile . . . . -

persons killed or injured by, in streets, parks and
number of. reported

Ambulance service .

Arrests....
age and sex of
comparative statement of
final disposition of
for offences against chastity, morality,
for drunkenness
foreigners
minors
nativity of
nonresidents .

number of, by divisions
number of, punished by fine

on warrants
summoned by court
total number of
violation of city ordinances
without warrants

Auctioneers .

Automobiles .

accidents due to
deaths caused by
police
public
sight-seeing
stolen
used

Benefits and pensions
Bertillon system
Buildings

dangerous, reported
found open and made secure

Bureau of Criminal Investigation
Carriages, public

articles left in .

automobile
number licensed

Cases investigated .

Children
abandoned, cared foi

lost, restored .

City ordinances, arrests for violation of
Claims, inspector of
Collective musicians
Commitments
Complaints .

against police oflScers

against miscellaneous licenses
Courts .

fines imposed by
number of days' attendance at, by officers

number of persons summoned by
Criminal Investigation, Bureau of

arrests by . . .

finger-print system .

identification room .

photographs
records ....

Criminal work
comparative statement of

Dangerous weapons
Dead bodies ....

recovered
Deaths.....

by accident, suicide, etc. .

of police officers

Department, police
Distribution of force
Disturbances suppressed
Dogs .....

amount received for licenses for

damage done by
number licensed

18, 21, 22

18, 23,
. 18,

1.5, 18, 50,

. 15,

. 15,

. 15,

15,

23, 31, 32,
. 18,

. 35,

15, 16, 18,

I'o, 16,

14, 18, 42,

. 14,

PAGE
73,74
73,74
73,74

23
29

51-67
66
67

51-65
57, 64
25, 57
51-66
51-66

16
51-66

50
16
15
15

64 67
15, 61

15
68

73,74
73,74

18
28, 30

31
32, 68

22
23, 68

37
17
23
23
23
17

31,68
31
31

31,68
23, 25
23, 24

23
16, 24
15,61

24
36,68
16, 25
48, 68

48
35, 68
25, 67
15,67
18,67

15
17
18
17
17

17, 18
17
67
67
36

23, 27
23, 27
73, 74
73,74
14, 42

13
14, 39

24
68,70
68,71

24
68,70
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Drivers, hackney carriage
Drowning, persons rescued from
Drunkenness....

arrests for, per day .

foreigners arrested for
decrease in number of arrests for

nonresidents arrested for .

total number of arrests for
women committed for

Employees of the Department
Events, special
Expenditures
Extra duties performed by oflBcers

Financial ....
expenditures .

pensions....
receipts ....

miscellaneous license fees
signal service .

Fines .....
amount of . . .

average amount of .

number punished by
Finger-print system
Fire alarms ....

defective, reported .

number given .

Fires .....
extinguished .

on water front attended .

Foreigners, number arrested
Fugitives from justice
Gaming, illegal

Hackney carriage drivers
Hackney carriages .

Hand carts ....
Harbor service
Horses .....
House of detention
House of ill fame, keeping
Hydrants, defective, reported .

Identification room
Imprisonment

persons sentenced to
total years of .

Income ....
Inquests held
Insane persons taken in charge
Inspector of claims

cases investigated
Intoxicated persons assisted
Itinerant musicians
Junk collectors
Junk shop keepers .

Jury lists, police work on
Lamps, defective, reported
Licenses, miscellaneous .

Liquor law enforcement .

Listing, police
expenses of . . .

number listed .

number of policemen employed :

Lodgers at station houses
Lodging houses, public .

applications for licenses
authority to license .

location of . . .

number of persons lodged in
Lost, abandoned and stolen property
Lost children restored
Medical examiners' assistants

cases on which inquests were held
causes of death

Minors, number arrested
Miscellaneous business .

Miscellaneous licenses
amount of fees collected for
complaints investigated
number canceled and revoked
number issued
number transferred

Missing persons
age and sex of
number found
number reported

PAGE
31, 68
24, 27

15, 25, 57
15

15, 57
15

15, 57
15, 57

25
13, 39, 40, 43

19
38, 71, 72

18, 24
35, 38, 69, 71, 72

38, 71, 72
37, 71

35, 69, 71
35, 69, 71
38, 71, 72
15, 16, 67
15, 16, 67

15, 67
16
17
23
23
24

24, 27
24, 27

27
15, 51-66

18
61

31, 68
31, 68

68
11, 27

28
25

25, 57
24
17

16, 18, 67
16

16, 18, 67
38, 68, 71

18
24
24
25
24

35, 68
68
68
34
24

35, 68, 71
7

71, 7.\ 76
33, 71

35, 75, 76
34
16

37, 68
68
37
37
37

19, 69, 71
16, 24

18
18
18

51-66
23

35, 68, 71
35, 68, 71

35, 68
35, 68
35, 68
35,68

21
21
21
21

15,
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Musicians
collective

itinerant
Nativity of persons arrested
Nonresident offenders
Offences

against chastity, morality, etc.

against license laws
against the person
against property, malicious
against property, vnth violence
against property, without violence
forgery and against currency
miscellaneous .

recapitulation .

Operators ....
Parks, public....

accidents reported in

Pawnbrokers....
Pensions and benefits

estimates for pensions
number of persons on rolls

payments on account of .

Plant and personnel
Police .....

special ....
Police charitable fund
Police department .

annual dress parade of
authorized and actual strength of

distribution of
horses in use in
how constituted
ofiBcers appointed

absent sick
arrests by
complaints against
date appointed .

detailed, special events
died
discharged
injured
nativity of
promoted .

resigned .

retired
vehicles in use in
work of .

Police listing....
Police signal service

miscellaneous work .

payments on account of
property of
signal boxes

Prisoners, nativity of
Property ....

lost, abandoned and stolen
recovered
sale of condemned, unclaimed, etc.
stolen
taken from prisoners and lodgers

Public carriages
Public lodging houses
Receipts ....
Revolvers ....

licenses to carry
Salaries ....
Second-hand articles

Sewers, defective, reported
Sick and injured persons assisted
Sickness, absence on account of
Sight-seeing automobiles
Signal service, police
Special events
Special police
Station houses

lodgers at
witnesses detained at

Stolen property
recovered
value of . .

Street railways, conductors, motormen and starters

13, 14, 19

1.3

18

15
15

15,

5, 51,

15,

15
15,

15,

15,

20, 28, 39,

14, 50

33, 71,

25, 38, 39,

39,

19, 38, 67,

19,

38,

12,

16,

25, 38, 39

PAGE
36, 68
36, 68
35,68

16
51-66
51-66
57, 64
56, 64
64,65
54, 64
52, 64
53 64
55, 64
59, 64

64
32, 68
7% 74
73,74

68
37,71

37
37

37, 1

10
34
34
38

41-64
20
41
39
28
13
14
47

51-64
48
45
19

14, 42
14
14
46

14, 44
14

14,43
30
14

75, 76
71, 72

26
71, 72

27
25
16

69,71
19, 1

18,67
69, 71
17,67

16
31,68
37, 68
68,71
36,68
36, 68
39,40

68
24

24, 27
47

32,68
1, 72

19
34
16
16
16

17, 67
17,67
17,67

68
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PAGE
Streets 24, 73, 74

accidents reported in ........... . 73, 74
defective, reported ............. 24
obstructions removed ............ 24

Teams 24
stray, put up ............. . 24

Teletyjje ............... 10
Traffic .5

Used cars . . 21, 23, 68
licensed dealers ............. 21,68
sales reported.............. 23

Vehicles 22, 28, 30, 32, 68, 70
ambulances .............. 29
automobiles .............. 22, 28
in use in police department ........... 30
public carriages ............. 31, 68
wagons 32, 68, 70

Vessels................ 27
Wagons 32, 68, 70

number licensed by divisions ........... 70
total number licensed ............ 32, 68

Water pipes, defective, reported ........... 24
Water running to waste reported ........... 24
Weapons, dangerous ............. 36
Witnesses 15, 16, 24, 25, 67

fees earned by officers as ........... . 15, 16, 67
number of days' attendance at court by officers as . . . . . . . 15, 16, 18, 67
number of, detained at station houses ......... 16, 24

Women committed to House of Detention ......... 25
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