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MAURITIUS,

A Return of the Slave Population of the Mauritius, as received i
the office of the Registrar of Colonial Slaves since its first establish-
ment, was laid on the table of the House of Commons on the 27th of
June last. It is as follows, viz.— :

#1816, Males, 55,717; females, 29,706; total, 85,423.

“The duplicate Slave Returns in the Mauritius, for the year 1819,
are §o imperfect as not to afford any means whatever of ascertaining
the amount of the Slave population at that period, and have therefore
been sent back to the Colony for correction. Those for 1822 are sup-
possd to have been lost in the ship George the Fourth, wrecked, on her
vo¥age from the Mauritius, in June last.” )

t thus appears, that the registration of Slaves at the Mauritius is so
incomplete as to prove a perfect nullity, and to be utterly useless to its
grand purpose of checking the illicit introduction of Slaves. This state
of things must now be more particularly favourable to the prosecution
of an active Sluve trade, since the removal of the Frotecting duty of
ten shillings from Mauritius sugar, and the general rise in the price
of Colonial produce, must have given an increased stimulus to cul-
tivation, and rendered the temptation of the adjacent Slave-markets
irresistible. Those markets are so near, and the price of Slaves there
80 low, that they may be brought to the Mauritius and sold there for
thirty or forty dollars a piece. The consequence must be, that the
offectual check of a perfect system of registration being wanting, and
the interests and feelings of the planters being all in favour of the
Slave Trade, it will be carried on without limit or control.

One cffect arising from this facility of importation is, the frightful
dispropartion of the sexes among the Slaves, as may be seen in the above
extract from the Slave Registry. Another is, that the human animal
being so cheap, (less than is now paid for a dead subject for the dis-
secting-room in this country,) the system of exaction, and the severity
of treatment are carried to a height of cruelty which very far exceeds
that of our Western Colonies. is might be expectetf on general
principles.  But facts moreover prove it to be 30 ; and whips, and chains,
and mutilations, and torture, and death, are there still more the ordi-
nary incidents of Slavery than in the West Indies or the United States,
The wartality, therefore, is enormous ; and that mortality cannot fail to
be largely increased by the admission of the sugar of the Mauritius
to consmmption in this country on the same terms with the sugar of the
West ludies, R

It does scem wost extraordinary, that from all our dominions in the
Bast, the Legislature should have selected the only Colony in which
Slavery prevails for exemption from the protecting duty on sugar; thus

iving an_impulse not merely to the exaction of labour, and all the
agyravated severities of an increased sugar culture, but a direct
It the horrors and atrocities of the Slave Trade, which the

mum on A S T f
total confusion into which the Slave Registry has been allo o B

venders perfectly safe and easy.
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respective congregations to this important subject, as their own wisdom
and prudence may suggest, they will essentially promote the cause of
justice and humanity; and by exciting the inquiry and attention of all
ranks to the dreadful wretchedness and degradation of Negro Slavery,
they will hasten its final abolition.

“ To the Ladies in this City, and throughout the country, the Com-
mittee appeal with confident hopes of success. The subject is worthy
of their attention. By their well-directed and persevering exertions in
acquiring an accurate knowledge of the numerous hardships endured

the Slaves, and communicating the same in their domestic and social
circles, it is almost.impossible to calculate the happy effects that may
result. In various parts of England, many amiable and highly-accom-
plished Females are now devoting some of their leisure hours to this
object, in the most exemplary manner, and are effecting a great change
on public opinion. May. their example be speedily followed here!

¢ Finally, the Committee most fervently wish that Petitions to Parlia-
ment may be prepared, and numerously signed, previous to the opening
of next Session, from every county and every town, from every village
and every parish, in the United Kingdom, making one energetic and
concurrent appeal to both Houses of the Legislature in behalf of our
enslaved fellow-subjects ; praying that they may be admitted to a full
participation of those civil rights and privileges, and to all those moral
and religious advantages, enjoyed by the rest of his Majesty’s subjects.”

Longon : Printed by Bagster and Thoms, 14, Bartholomew Close,
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by their state of destitution to sell their watches and other trinkets;
and were only enabled to subsist and to proceed to England by the
generous assistance of a few British merchants residing at Jacmel and
Port-au-Prince ; in particular, Mr. Frith, an English gentleman, re-
siding at the former place, and Messrs. Poole and Henderson, at the
latter.

FORMATION OF LADIES’ ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS.

A Lap1es’ ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATION was forme(i at CoL-
CHESTER, at a Meeting held for that purpose, on the 1st of July, 1825,
when the following, amongst other Resolutions were passed:—

“ That every Member of this Association be earnestly recom-
mended to adopt the use of Sugar, the produce of free labour, in
lieu of that which is cultivated at the expense of the happiness,
liberty, and lives of their helpless and much injured fellow-subjects.

* ““That every Member of this Association do strive to promote the
" formation of Associations in the Eastern District of this County, in
aid of the Anti-Slavery Society.

* That the Members of this Association be requested to endeavour
to awaken in the minds of their families, and all those over whom
they have influence, a lively sense of the injustice, inhumanity, and
impiety of Negro Slavery; and to excite them to feelings of com-
passion for their Negro fellow-creatures, and to zealous efforts for
their relief.”

At a Meeting of Ladies held at CaLve, Wiltshire, on the 11th of
August last, a Lap1es’ AssocraTion was also formed for CALNE and
MeLksuam, and their respective neighbourhoods, in aid of the cause
of Negro Emancipation, which already presents a considerable list of

subscribers.

———— e

Shortly will be published, Extracts from one of the “ Royal Jamaica
Gagzettes,” for the present year. '
" The “ ANTI-SLAVERY MonTHLY REPORTER” will be ready for
delivery on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at
the request of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings
per hundred.  All persons wishing to receive a regular supply are re-
uested to make application to the Secretary at the Society’s office,
%o. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by which they may
be most conveniently sent. .

Leondon: Printed by Bagster and Thoms, 14, Bartholomew Close.
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law, and the convictions to be a gross violation of justice ; and if men were
placed in a situation where they could be excited by their apprehensions to
commit such acts, and where the system was such that they could commit them
with impunity, he thought it was so much the more necessary that the House
should express a strong opinion on their conduct. If men were placed in a
situation in which they might, under the influence of some momentary passion,
lend themselves to the commission of irrevocable measures, involving no less
than the life and death of individuals, it behoved the House the more strongly
to express an opinion which might prevent the recurrence of similar conduct.
+The House was bound to shew the world, that if justice and mercy were duties,
it was no less a duty in those intrusted with power to retain their self-posses-
sion and firmness ; and it was no less imperiously required of them, not to allow
themselves to be led away by a panic or terror, under the influence of which
they might shed, or, as in this case, sanction the shedding of innocent blood.
He would not think he had done his duty if he had not stated these his reasons
for holding that these proceedings ought not to pass without merited reproof. If
it were to go out to the West Indies that such proceedings had escaped the
censure of Parliament, then the same injustice, the same cruelties, would be
committed over and over again with impunity.
- Mr, CANSING, in rising to state the reasons why he approved of the Amend-
ment, in preference to the original motion, was anxious to have it distinctly un-
derstood that he did not yield to any man iu the feelings which those proceedings
were naturally calculated to excite, and that he differed from the Gentlemen
opposite, only because it appeared to him: that the question must be decided
upon grounds of a more limited nature.—Even upon the Hon. and Learned
Gentleman’sown shewing, it would be impossible for him consistently to vote for
the original Resolution ; and why ¢ Because that Resolution condemned the
whole of these proceedings hy one sweeping affirmation of a perversion of all
law and justice ; whereas, his speech went in some degree to discriminate the
cases from each other. But the Amendment stated what was true, with respect
to all the proceedings, viz. :—That Negro life was put to hazard, and Negro
blood shed, by a system totally different.from that which was applied to white
men. In all these proceedings this was to be lamented, and so, with respect to
all, the Amendment was strictly correct. If the Resolution of the Honeurable
and Learned Gentleman had been couched in such words as these,—¢¢ That
this House, considering the trials in Jamaica in 1823-4, felt it to be its duty to
express, in the strongest terms, its sorrow for the manner in which these trials
had been conducted, and thought that the system ought to be altered,” he
would have had no objection to it. But instead of this, in his original Resolu-
tion, he proposed, that the House should express its ¢ sorrow and indignation
at the perversion of law and justice in the proceedings, and at the precipitation
in the execution of a sentence wholly unsupported by evidence.” Now,
he was not prepared to vote for a resolution containing these assertions,
He was not prepared to say, that in these proceedings there was a perversion of
law, as usually administered in the Colonies. Undoubtedly, he considered the
law as one which ought to be altered; but he was not prepared to affirm that
the authorities had perverted the law, such as it was, or that there had been
undue precipitation in thé execution of the sentence. With respect to the
Judges, they had the power to have ordered it without any reference to the
Governor at all; yét, in point of fact, they had referred the sentence to the
Governor. They were acting wnder an alarm which pervaded the whole of
the white population; and yet, they did not avail themselves of the power
of ordering immediate execution, but, of their own free will, they referred the
sentence to the Governor; so that, with respect to them, the proposition with
respect to precipitation was completely megatived. Then, as to the Duke of
Manchester, he was the representative of the Crown in that country, and, among
other prerogatives, he had the exercise of that of mercy. Now, as a general rule,
he said, with respect to the prerogative of mercy, that he couid not conceive a
more formidable and dangerous example than that which wouid be furnished by
the House interfering to censure the exercise of the prerogative of extending or
withholding mercy. The exercise of that prerogative must be left unquestioned,
or the prerogative itself must be entirely taken away; for you totally deprive
it of its essence when you make it subject to Parliamentary investigation. If

N
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the Hon. and Learned Gentleman had communicated his resolution to him be-
fore it was moved in the House, he would have been happy to suggest such
dmendments as might have led to an unanimous approbation of it by the House,
instead of drawing up, along with others, another resolution expressive of their
views, which was now proposed as an amendment. Nay, be might say, that if the
original resolution had not contained propositions which he thought unfounded in
fact, he would have preferred voting for it; but, as the matter stood, he thought
that the amendment would best satisfy—uot all the feelings which a perusal of
these papers naturally and necessarily excited—not all the feelings which might
very properly be expressed in communications between man and man—but that
which was most fitting for Parliament to resolve; and this would operate as
effectually in the Colonies as a specific censure, while it avoided all the incon-
veniences with which a censure on the proceedings of a Court of Judicature
would be attended. Fle was ‘particularly anxious to show that there was no
difference among them on any other point than an apprehension of the. evils that
might result from passing a censure upon a judicial and legal proceeding. It
was to save that point—to save the public from the danger of such a precedent,
that he voted for the amendment in preference to the original resolution. For
the precedent might, if once established, ascend from these disgusting tribunals
to others of a higher and better description. With whatever disgust, therefore,
in a moral point of view, they must look at these proceedings, still, if conducted
according to the law of the place, they were not a proper subject for censure in
that House. He would not enter into the details of these trials, nor say any thing
to blunt the edge of those feelings with which they must be regarded. He only
wished to impose this check, not upon the feelings themselves, but upon that
unldus and irregular mode of expressing them which the original resolutien in-
volved. .

Mr. DENMAN, in reply, said, he had apprized many members, ahd among
otheis, the Colonial Secretary, of the contents of his resolution. He certainly
felt very desirous that any resolution which it was proper to pass upon this sub-
ject, should be adopted unanimously; and he was not so much attached to any
particular phrases of his own, as to refuse to adopt other words, provided he
could do so consistently with his duty, and with that which he belicved the
House owed to itself. If he had failed in making the most of his case, his de-
ficiencies had been supplied by his friends around him; and, if they had left any
thing undone, that deficiency also had been supplied by the arguments of the
gentlemen . on the other side; for every gentleman who had spoken on that side,
had used expressions as strong, if not stronger, than those contained in his
resolution, but had endeavoured to get rid of the natural effect of them, by a
quibbling fallacy. It was said that those tribunals proceeded according to the
laws of Jamaica, and it was denied that there was precipitation. Now, he
would ask, whether it was the law of Jamaica, that the trial should take place
in two days after the apprehension of the supposed offenders ?—whether it was
the law of Jamaica that they should have the assistance of neither counsel nor
witnesses?—whether it was the law of Jamaica that eight men should be exe-
cuted in one morning, in order that there might be executions before Christmas?
—whether it was the law of Jamaica that the wife should be called upon to give
evidence against her husband on a trial for his life? If the law did not ab-
solutely compel them to adopt such a course of proceeding, then there was here
a gross perversion of law and justice. His resolution was founded upon this,
that, although some form of law had been preserved, it had been perverted in
principle. It was a perversion of the law to precipitate execution under a sen-
tence resting on proof, upon which no human beings ought to be condemned.
1t was a perversion of the law to execute eight men in one morning, that there
might be executions before Christmas. The Attorney-General had said that it
was the practice in the Colonies to proceed on hearsay evidence, and that he
had found, upon inquiry, that such had'been usually received in the trial of
slaves. Now, the Common Law of Jamaica was the same as the Common Law
of England ; and was it the law of England, that persons should be tried and
condemned on hear-say evidence? That a wife should be received as a withess
against her husband? This was not the law; and, even if it had been the law,
that would not have justified these disgusting and infamous proceedings. Bat,
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8o neither, in the present case, could a compliance with mere forms protect the
Judges and Governor, the former of whom seemed almost to be praised by the
other side for not doing all the injustice they could have done. With respect to
the system, it was quite impossible it could Jast long, -and he was not very
anxious about that part of the resolution. But he was sure, that if such conduct
as this had been exhibited in Britain, it would have been visited with the
utmost severity; and, if these proceedings in the Colonies were to be suffered
to pass unreprobated by that House, they would be laying a foundation for the
foulest perversions of justice. He could not, therefore, consent to withdraw
his resolution. .

The House then divided—
For the original motion, 68—Against it, 108—Majority, 40.

After the division, and while strangers remained excluded, Mr. BRoucHAM,
referring to the course and temper of the discussion, suggested the propriety of
cutting off the latter part of the amendment relative to the inexpediency of im-

. peaching the verdict of the Court, being all that part which followed the words
¢ the year 1828.”

Mr. CaNNING assented to the suggestion, and it was agreed nem. con. to alter
the amendment accordingly.

It then stood thus :—

Resolved, nemine contradicente :— That this House sees, in the proceedings
which have been brought under its consideration, with respect to the late trials
of slaves in Jamaica, further proof of the evils inseparably attendant upon a
state of Slavery ; and derives therefrom increased conviction of the propriety of
the resolutions passed by-this House on the 15th of May, 1823.”

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office,
18, Aldermanhury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch’s, Cornhill.
They may also be procured through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti-
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom.,
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it \;.ill be easy to correct it by producing the -law-of Trinidad on the
subject.

What then is the situation in which the Trinidad Slave is placed by
the Order in Council? The Sunday ceases to be a day of compulsory
labour : Lord Bathurst justly affirms the right of the Slave to its ab-
solute and undisturbed enjoyment; and yet no provision whatever is
made by this Order for giving him equivalent time in lieu of it. The
Slave, it will, perhaps, be said, may still work his ground as formerly
on the Sunday. Without doubt he may. But was-this the intention
of His Majesty’s Government, or of Parliament? Was it not intended,
bona fide, that the Sabbath should be what its name designates—a day
of rest, as well as of religious worship, to the Slave? And let the fact
be supposed that the clergymen, or missionaries, who visit Trinidad,
should succeed in conveying to any considerable number- of Slaves
proper impressions of the sanctity of the Sunday, and of the duty of
devoting it to purposes of religions worship and instruction, would not the
effect necessarily be that such Christian Slaves would at once have the
pittance of time applicable to their own purposes, (at least, which they
could conscientiously thus apply,) reduced from 78 in the year to 26.
Seventy-eight week days in the year, however, is obviously the smallest
number which, if the supposition that has been made respecting the
practice which had hitherto prevailed in Trinidad be correct, can in justice
be appropriated to the Slaves for their own use. They will otherwise be
placed in a worse situation than before, as to time for cultivating their
grounds. The Order in Council specifies no time which is to be secured
to them, but leaves them either to the possession of the number of days,
whatever it be, which, in addition to the Sunday they had hitherto
been allowed, or to the tender mercies of their master for an increase.

The - continuance of the Sunday market, even till ten o’clock, is,
without doubt, greatly to be deplored, whether it be regardéd as a volun-
tary and unnecessary desecration of that day, by the supreme au-
thority of the state, or as a mere question of policy. The Government
clearly possessed the power at once to put an end to this immoral
and irreligious practice, and no good reason has been assigned for their
not putting an end to it. The limitation of the market also to ten
o’clock, while it does not save the day from desecration, imposes pe-
culiar hardships on the Slaves. Many of them have to travel ten, fif-
teen, and twenty miles, with their loads for sale. In what way is it
possible for them to attend the market, and to effect their sales, and to
make their purchases, before ten o'clock, without sacrificing a night’s
rest, after a week of labour, in order to reach the Sunday market in due
time? The regulation is therefore a cruel one to the Slaves, if it were
possible to observe it; and if the Sunday mgrkets are still to be con-
tinued, it can only be wished that the regulation may not be enforced.

The reason for this most objectionable prolongation of the practice
of Sunday markets, is said to be an apprehension lest, until religieus in-
struction shall have been provided, the Slaves 'should abuse the day to
purposes of riot and licentiousness. But how is this effect to be obviated
by fixing the market on Sunday, and above all by the limitation of that
market to ten o’clock? On the contrary, is not this arrangement more
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- an officer could be known to the Brilish constitution which suffers no
slavery—Mr. Paterson will perhaps explain. But what makes this
objection on his part the more extraordinary is, that he must have
taken a part in renewing, if not in framing, the boasted Guardian
Act of Grenada, by which men’s eyes in-this country were for a
time blinded. Now, however, he has acquired pew lights on the
subject : neither guardians nor protectors are any longer wanted. “ The
magistrates,” he says, ¢ men of the first note,” all interested in the wel-
fare of the slave population, * can afford the injured slave more imme-
diate redress than he could receive” from a protector in town. Let the
reader look back to the conduct of those Grenada magistrates, as certi-
fied by the Governor and Attorney General of the colony (p. 143), and
then judge of the delusive nature of the acting Governor’s representa-
tions.—Equally unsound and delusive is every syllable of his defence of
Bunday markets; and if all he says were true, yet how inconsistent is it
with his reasoning, to impose a fine of £10 on every one who keeps
open his store on Sunday! How are the poor negroes to make their
market if that law is enforced on the only market day allowed them?
Mr. Paterson does not even pretend that it was meant to give them
any other day at present for their markets.-——On the subject of the
whip, he observes,  that its use was not intended to be prohibited, but
the exhibition of it to be interdicted, not only as the emblem of autho-
rity, but as an instrument of coercion, excepting when sent for, or
taken to the field, for the purpose of punishing an offence previously
committed, and requiring immediate correction.” This is not a fair
representation of the Act, as may be seen by referring to the tran-
script of it above, (p. 159.) Besides, Mr. Paterson must have known that
the principle of immediate correction, for which he manfully conteads,
and the benefit of which he exemplifies by a reference, (which, we be-
lieve, is wholly unfounded,) to the army, navy, and pablic schools, is in
the teeth of the principle of the King’s recommendation, that an interval
of 24 hours shall always pass between the offence and the punishment.—
He defends the discretionary power, given to a single magistrate, of in-
flicting any punishment, short of life and limb, on offences not cogni-
zable by law, by sayiug, in the usual style, that ¢ the magistrates are
the lawful and willing protectors of the Slaves.”—* It would be con-
trary,” Me. Paterson further tells us, * to the whole system and very
existence of Slavery, to admit a right of action in 2 8lave against his
-owner, and what no West Indian legislature would or could concede.”

Then follows some metaphysical reasoning to prove the wis-
dom of the Grenada legislation in admitting Slaves te give evidence
in the case of capital offences, but refusing to reeeive such evidence in
eivil suits, or in petty cases of assault, or of trivial crimes.

Is it right that men who can thus reason, and thus feel, should be
the representatives of His Majesty in protecting, and in administering
justice to so large a portion of His subjects; or should be entrusted
with the delicate task of legislating for them?

IV. ST. VINCENT'S.
The new aet of St. Vincent’s resembles that of Gremada in several
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box of those free Blacks and persons of colour, who are qualified by
their property, and intelligence, and acquirements, to take a share in the
administration of justice. 'Why should they be excluded ? Have they
not interests, and large interests too, at stake? Even foreigners have
a right, when tried, to have a moiety of their peers foreigners like
themselves. By what strange anomaly in British jurisprudence is it that
native born subjects, men possessing a common interest in the state,
shall, (not on account of the want of a qualification as to property, or in-
telligence, or loyalty, but on account of the varying shades of their com-
plexion,) be excluded, as a degraded caste, .from the first and dearest
right of the British Constitution, a trial by their peers?

. .That such reforms are in the power of parliament; and that, if made
they would improve the administration of justice, and afford increased
security to the slave, and thus obviate the only solid objection to par-
liamentary legislation, cannot be questioned ; and without parliamentary
legislation, what hope exists that slavery will either be materially miti-
gated, or finally extinguished ?

The object of these pages has been fulfilled. It would therefore be
out of place to enter upon a variety of questions, foreign to its imme-
diate purpose, though connected with the general subject, to which the
public attention has recently been directed by various publications, par-
ticularly by a pamphlet entitled < The West India question practically
considered,” and to which rumour has assigned somewhat of an official
origin. _

That pamphlet, though it be impossible now to enter upon it, may
require an early discussion. This remark, however, has no reference to
the pains the author has taken to convince the world that the views
entertained-by the leading abolitionists, in 1826, on the subject of the
necessity and expediency of legislative interference with the colonies,
has undergone a great change since 1792, and even since 1807. This
fact is not only admitted, but stands forward as the very ground of their
recent proceedings.* But if they then placed, it may be, an unwar-
ranted, but nevertheless, a liberal, confidence in the purposes of the
colonists, with respect to the improvement of the condition of their
slaves, are they, or those who have entered into their labours, to be
blamed as wanting in good faith, because the painful experience of
twenty years has satisfied them that their confidence was misplaced,
and all hope of improvement, except from parliamentary interference,
vain and illusory ?

On this point the author may enjoy his victory undisturbed. There
are other questions however from which not only the Anti-Slavery
Society, but the whole British public will dissent, and which are either
distinctly stated, or may be deduced as fair corollaries from the reason-
ing employed in this and some other kindred writings. Such, for ex-
ample, are the following :

That because the British parliament and people have participated largely
in the crime of slavery, they ought not, though convinced of its guilt,
to cease from it, lest some of the guilty should cease to profit by it.

* See substance of the dcbate of 15 May 1823—Prefacs, p. xi.
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Thét though it eannot be denied, that the free Blacks and people of
Colour, of Jamaica, Grenada, Trinidad, &c. (themselves emancipated
Slaves, or the descendants of such,) have been growing in wealth, intel-
ligence, and respectability, notwithstanding a variety of heavy restric-
tions and oppressions under which their industry labonrs, it still remains
4 problem to be solved, whether, as a tropical sun is hot, and tropical
soils productive, emancipated Slaves will ever think of betteting their
condition, or whether, on the contrary, they will not merge again into
an inert and savage state.

That although, according to West Indian statements, the Negro
Slaves, who are all, of course, well fed and clothed by their masters,
and theréfore stand in. need of nothing, do, nevertheless, while they
continue in slavety (such are the blessed fruits of that state), employ
their small pittance of time so industriously and to such advantage,
that many of them abound in wealth and luxuries; yet, the saine Negroes,
if manumitted (such is the baneful effect of freedom) would likewise make
no effort whatever {o better their condition, but would sink into penury,
and wretchédness, and into a greater degree of moral degradation than
evet. .

That though it is admitted that the British nation and the Colonists
have been guilty of a great crime, in subjecting the Negroes to Slavery,
yet compensation is due, not from the criminals to each other, or to the
victims of their crime, but is due from the Negroes to their oppressors ;
and that in order to furnish this compensation to the ctiminals, the un-
offending victims of their crime must be retained, for ages if need be, in
their ptesent abject ahd degtaded state.

And lastly, that though some of the éxecutive officers, entrusted
with the admidistration of the Coloni¢s; tay entertain and promulgate
such views as thcsze, Patliament, and the electors of Parliament, are
bouiid still to wait, in patience and silence, the developement, in some
futute age, of their wise and philanthropié plans.

Leaving these and similat positions of our author and other Colonial
writers to produce their effect on the Electots of Great Britain, it will be
sufficient to say, that as thé Colonial interests have found in him a
zealous and certainly an able advocate; so neither will there be wanting,
both in and out of Parliament, advocates, if not so able yet no less zea-
lous, of the interests of the Negro race, who will be ready to expose such
. positions as these to the reprobation they therit. Let justice, indeed, be
done (and who resists it?) tothe claimd of the Planters upon the British
nation; but let it not be done at the expense of theitr wretched bonds-
men. These, Mr. Dwarris, himself a West Indian, has tald us, with an
etnphasis and eloquence we should in vain attempt to rival ;—these poor
outcasts ftom the pale 6f humanity, in 6ne at least of our Colonies,
eveh when ‘¢ MAIMED, MUTILATED, DISFIGURED; AND DISMEM-
BERED ;” have their *“ woUuNDS,” as “ THE ONLY TONGUE TO RELATE
THEIR WRONGS.”—But they will find, in free and happy England, if no
where else, some who will put a tongue into those wounds, which will
tiake all the cold-blooded sophisms and unstatesman-like and unchris-
tian paradoxes that have how béen exposed, to shrink into their due
dimensions of littlencss and imbecility.
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Ward are now any longer distinguished by that rapidity of increase
which. is his own criterion of good treatment. On the contrary their
numbers have of late been stationary, or rather diminishing. In March,
1820, the population of his estates amounted to 640. In March, 1823, it
amounted only to 636, We leave this fact for his Lordship to explain
without any further comment of - ours, or without venturing even to sur-
mise how far his late speculations in sugar planting, and their results,
(we allude to his new sugar estate of New Yarmouth, in Vere,) may have
operated in checking the increase of his slaves, or may have affected his
opinions on West India subjects.

We have given the predecessor of his Lordship credit for the physical
comfort which his slaves enjoyed. We will assume that under his
Lordship’s dominion, as far as the directions of non-resident proprietors
can avail, their physical comfort has continued to be anxiously studied.
But the notice with which his Lordship has honoured the Anti-Slavery
Society justifies us in putting a few questions to him relative to the con-
dition of his slaves in other respects. We beg to ask therefore,

1. ,Has a single step been taken to give religious instruction to his
slaves? A year ago, we learn from good authority, none had yet been
taken. . :

2. Eager as his Lordship has shewn himself for the diffusion of ge-
neral knowledge, has any, even the lowest form of education, been
afforded to the 400 or 500 children, who, since his Lordship’s speech in
1807, may have been born on his estates ?

3. Has Sunday been a day of repose and instruction to his slaves?

4. Have his slaves, women as well as men, ceased to work under the
lash and without wages from morning to night, and during crop-time
for half the night ? )

5. Is not the whip still the instrament of punishment for men and for
women? If not, when did it cease to be s0?

6. Has a single marriage ever been celebrated among the slaves on
his estates ? _

We put these questions to his Lordship with the less scruple because
we believe that on the whole the state of his slaves is more favourable
than that of many other planters. Still we are persuaded that a full and
candid reply to them would prove all we contend for as to their low and
degraded condition.

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arck’s, Cornhill.
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti-
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom.

London : S, B o Jun. 14, Barthol Closs.
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responds with the reality of the case. He cannot be aware that the
whole of the West Indian periodical press, and a considerable part of
that of Great Britain are regularly employed in attempting to uphold
Slavery, to palliate, if not to deny 1ts enormities, and, in some instances,
to prove it 10 be a humane and beneficent institution. If he had read
the Quarterly Review, or Blackwood’s Magazine; of the pamphlets
reported to be demi-official, which the last year has produced; or
the voluminous reports framed by persons more or less connected with
the Colonial department, which load the table of the House of Commons ;
all tendiag to the same point;—to abate the disgust and horror of
Slavery, to retard its extinction, and to fritter away the pledges of
Government and Parliament on_that momentous subject, he would have
somewhat qualified this allegation.

“ No man upholds the system.” For what object then are large
sums raised, by the West India Committee, on all West India produce
imported into this country, of the appropriation of which no account is
given? What mean also the thousands of pounds voted by West
Indian Legislatures, or subscribed by West Indian communities, and
lavished on writers whose claim arises from the dexterity with which
they varnish the deformities of the West Indian System, and the viru-
lence with which they blacken and revile its adversaries ?

Bat, althoth Mr. Canning may have been unapprised of the extent
and efficacy of all this combination of means (and we have only glanced
at some of them), which are at work to “ uphold the system ” and to
abate the feeling of its enormities, yet he must be cognizant of what
passed within his hearing in the House of Commmons. On fthe very
night on which he is said t8 have uttered the words in question, no
fewer than five or six West Indians rose in their places to charge the
abolitionists, in strong but geperal terms, with misrepresentation, exag-
_ geration, and falsehood. Against such charges how are the aboli-
tionists to defend themselves ; how are they to prove that they have not
misled the public; how are they to vindicate their own character for
fair dealing, except by not only referring to the latest colonial enact-
ments, but by citing recent and authentic facts, facts which stand on the
unexceptionable testimony of West Indian authority, as fully bearing
out all that they have asserted of the cruelty and oppressiveness and
undiminished malignity of the system ?

Much more might be said on this subject did our limits allow of it;
but we pass to another assertion contained in the above passage, which
appears equally unfounded with that which has now been commented
vpon. The abolitionists are there charged with indulging * overweening
expectations of too sudden results, and hopes ot wrong placed enthu-
siasm ;” and with * inculcating impracticable measures.”

We have not the slightest conception what those impracticable mea-
sures are to which Mr. Canning alludes. We have searched for them
in vain in the speeches of Abolitionists in Parliament, and in the publi-
cations of the Anti-Slavery Society. In point of fact, the identical mea-
sures, originally recommended by Mr. Buxton, were those, which, with
‘only one material exceptien, were adopted by Government, and recom-
mended in his Majesty’s name, by the Earl Batgurst, to the Colonial autho-
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* It must now, we apprehend, be evident that neither the public
meetings which have taken place, nor the discussions which have been
raised in the House of Commons, have had the effect attributed to
them, of hindering and embarrassing his Majesty’s ministers, instead
of aiding them. Certainly the ungracious manner in which those
petitions were spoken of surprised us not a little, firmly believing, as
we do, that Mr. Canning is really desirous to put an end to Slavery.
That distinguished Statesman is also a warm friend to the Catholic
claims. Now letit be supposed that there had been, in the course of
the last year, the same universal expression of public opinion in their
favour which has been witnessed on-the question of Slavery. In that
case, would not Mr. Canning, and Mr. Wilmot Horton, and all who
think with them on the subject, have felt their hands strengthened by
such a demonstration, instead of deprecating it as injurious to the
cause they espoused ? And would they not also in that case have com-
paratively disregarded the clamours of their opponents, however loud ;
and have looked forward with exultation to a safe, and happy, and
early accomplishment of their favourite object, of Catholic Emancipa-
tion? We pronounce no opinion on that much agitated question;
but eertainly no man, who knows how these Gentlemen feel upon it,
would expect beforehand, that they would frown on the expression of a
strong and general concurrence in their views, on the part of the
country at large.

One word, before we conclude, respecting the different motions

which were brought forward in the House of Commons, by the
abolitionists, during the last two Sessions, and which Mr. Canning is
said to have thus reprehended: * They have been hazardous to adopt,
not fit to be discussed, and calculated to retard not accelerate the
purposes for which they are professedly brought forward. They are
not judicious, as they disturb the temper. They are not fair, as
they interrupt our course, and break down a large subject into mean
and insignificant details. They divide into fractions what Parliament
has resolved to treat and promote as a whole.”
" To these observations, the letter of the West Indian gentleman in-
serted above is perhaps a sufficient reply. But their inapplicability will
further appear, by merely mentioning the subjects of the several motions
thus condemned.

1. Mr. Brougham’s motion on the trial and sentence of the Mis-
sionary Smith. .

2. Dr. Lushington’s on the deportation of Lecesne and Escoffery.

3. Mr. Buxton’s on the expulsion of the Missionary Shrewsbury from
Barbadoes, and the demolition of the Methodist Chapel there.

4. Mr. Denman’s on the trials of the alleged insurgents in Jamaica.

5. Mr. Buxton’s on the Mauritius Slave trade.

6. Mr. Whitmore’s on the Sugar duties and bounties. :

. 7. -Mr. W. Smith’s on the expediency of placing the administration
of the Slave laws in the hands of men who are not slave holders.

8. Mr. Brougham’s motion expressive of the dissatisfaction of the
House with the proceedings of the Colonial Assemblies, and pledging
it to an early consideration of the subject in the next Session.


















214

ment suffer themselves to be misled and influenced by a parcel of idle theorists,
all of whom are your determined enemies.”*

In the Jamaica Royal Gazette of the 3rd June, 1826, (p. 4.) the editor
inserts, with apparent approbation, another communication, which he
tells us is from “ a considerable holder of West India property, in
London.”

¢ Our adversaries,” says this correspondent, ¢ lay great stress on the rejec-
tion of the Slave Evidence Bill, as proving all their allegations against us.” “ I
think that question might be tried on a limited scale, upon inferior cases in
petty courts.”t “ Were the whole new light to burst upon them (the slaves) at
once, it would do them no good, and us much harm ; and this is the object of
the saints, who would rejoice to see the ruin and destruction of both the one and
the other consummated at one blow.”

He then is at great pains to convey to his friends abroad some
politic counsel :

¢ As our adversaries are ever on the watch, to catch, as it were, from our own
mouths evidence, nay, the very sentiments of our hearts, if they could, and
tortare them into some malignant form, it becomes us to be most careful against
letting out any thing of our SECRET reflections of which they can take advantage.
From our knowledge of negroes, and experience of their disposition and temper,
and readiness to break through their present bounds, we all must have a secret
feeling for confining their privileges as much as possible within the law of sub-
ordination. But it won’t dv lo expose our motives to their friends and our
enemies.”t ¢ Our Legislatare must act fearlessly,” ‘ and beware of going great
lengths in concession, as their former conduct will then be imputed to contumacy ;
and the more they concede the more they will be required to do until they meet
the rigid views of the Saints.”

This prudent and cautious writer next proceeds to give his opinion
seriatim on the different heads of reform, proposed by Mr. Canning.
To Slave Evidence he had already adverted, * Religious instruction, and
the due observance of the sabbath, (meaning the abolition of Sunday
markets) are points of no importance to give up.” ‘ Marriage: let the
clergy celebrate it as they do baptism, that will be sufficient.” Other
points, as security of property, facilities of manumission, separation of
families, and savings banks, are things to be cautiously adventured upon,
and strictly guarded. On the abolition of the whip, as a stimulus to
labour, and the flogging of females, he is more precise in his instruc-
tions :—

* Mr. Macqueen, it seems, had made every effort in his power tov establish a paper in
London, bat “ such were the apathy and indiflerence of those in England, connected with
the Colonies, and the disunion reigning g them on the West Indian cause,” that he
coald not find any reasonable prospect of support : “ The rancour of the leading sect,” he
says, “ is dreadful against me.” “ But never mind,” he adds, “ truth will at last prevail,
and the friendship and support of the Colonies will enahle me to treat their vengeance
with scorn.” Is it with a view to enhance his merits with the Colonies, and toextract from
them fresh largesses that he thus exhibits himself as a martyr to their cause ?

t+ Why in petty courts, except that they are not courts so open to observation as the
great courts? .

+ Mr. Macqueen may well say that the affairs of the Colonists are wretchedly managed ;
when such letters as his own and those of this cunning planter, are permitted to come
before the eye of the British public. Atthe same time we cite not these letters as carry.
ing any weight of authority with them, but as exhibiting sentiments which seem to
suit the meridian of Jamaica.
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Sunday markets were closed, they would be dependent on masters and overseers
for time to attend the market during the week, which would damp their industry,
and change for the worse their present habits ; and Sunday would be passed in
idleness, which might lead to indolence and vice, and even crime, to discontent
and insubordination.” ¢ In what manner too are the adults to pass the Sun-
day? They cannot employ it in their accustomed traffic, and we must not force
them to attend our places of worship, lest we should stand charged with the sin
of forcing them to act the part of hypocrites.” ¢ Even if Churches were erected,
I contend, on the score of justice and right, we ought not totally to abolish the
Sunday market. If we take from the slave that day, we ought, in justice, to grant
him another.* But never could we consent to such a glaring violation of the
right of property. Who is not either a debtor or creditor? Who is not embar-
rassed? If we take from an estate a day for the slave to attend market instead
of Sunday, we necessarily diminish the proceeds of that estate, or we must
compel our slaves to do that labour in five days which they now do in six ; and if
the proceeds be diminished, the security of the creditor is diminished ; and while
the proceeds are 1 d, the exp are not 1 d.”

the mere necessities of nature; and that their indolence is so inveterate, that it cannot be
overcome by any such motive as that of a desire to better their condition, or by any mo-
tive in short but that of physical force. Such isone of the positions anxiously insisted
upon throngh many a weary folio page, by une who assumesto be a great anthority in these
matters, we mean Major Moody. (See his reports passim.) But what does Mr. Pile tell us
in the sequel of his speech? The slaves in Barbadoes, according to him, work sir days in
the week for their masters; who supply them abundantly with all the necessaries and
comforts of life,(the only wants which can,according to Major Moody, stimulate the negro
to the reluctant labour of even one or two hoars in a day) ; and yet, though thus amply
supplied, and thus compeled to labour for sir days, they are so wrought upon, it seems, by
the desire of bettering their condition, and of procuring even the luxuries of life, as volun-
tarily to employ their brief intervals of rest with such industry and effect as to raise from
their gardens the means of gratifying this desire. If this be true, can we credit those who
tell us, that they will not work voluntarily even for liberal wages? Though worn with
the labours of the week, they will work, in order, from the uncertain and distant return
which their gardens may yield them, to buy luxuries ;—and yet they will not work for
money paid down, which will, with no less certainty, and far more speedily, procure
them the same luxuries! Suach are the inconsistencies into which men fall who think
1hemselves bound to maintain, by a shew of argument, the cause of injustice and oppres-
sion.
¢ This is a perfectly correct view of the case, and is precisely what reason and justice
call for. Sunday ought to be, and we trust will henceforward be a day of rest to the
Barbadian slaves. For the purposes to which Sunday has hitherto been irreligiously
applied, namely, the cultivation of their gardens, and the attendance on market, the
smallest reparation which can in common equity be made them,is now to give them equiva-
lent time during the week. And thisis required, not by the spirit only, but by the very
letter of Mr. Canning’s original pledge on the subject, a pledge however, still unfulfilled
even in Trinidad. And if this pledge be fulfilled, if this act of bare justice be performed,
and a market day be appointed by law instead of Sunday,to which the slave shail have
‘the same right as he now has to Sunday, then Mr. Pile’s main objection to the abolition
of Sunday markets will be obviated. But this act of justice to the slaves, Mr. Pile goes on to
affirm, will bea robbery of the master, “ a glaring violation of the right of property ;”
and the master, to do justice to himself and his creditors, (for who among the Barbadians,
he asks, is not embarrassed?) must compel the slave to execute in fie days the task of sir.
Thus the usurpation of the sabbath, that impious violation of the laws both of God and
maen, is unblushingly maintained as a legitimate possession, and is held up as a bar to pre-
vent the Parliament and people of England from restoring to the wretched slave his ina-
lienable right to the benefit of that merciful dispensation, which made the sabdath for man.
CTan any Act of Parliament be pleaded for ¢his practice! If not, it is an abnse, for which,
even if Slavery were a lawful state of society, the Planters, instead of claiming indemnity
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‘Government. The Slave Evidence Bill, which, under certain restrictions, was in-
troduced last session, was so guarded that no injury could possibly have arisen to the
White Population by its enactment.* Different views were, however, taken of the
question, and it was rejected. In respect to the instruction of the negroes in the
principles of religion, it was not sufficient tobuild extra chapels for their accommo-
dation ; it was also absolutely necessary, if we were sincere in our desire to im-
prove the moral condition of the slaves, that Sunday markets should be abolished
altogether, and another day in the week be allowed the negro for the cultivation
of his land, and the sale of his provisions.t The mode of punishment of the
female slave, he considered, might also be changed. In lieu of being punished
with the whip, he thought that the cat or switches might, in many instances, be
substituted. The women, by their tongues, often caused much mischief, and
frequently led on to riot ; it might be well to punish some of their offences by so-
litary confinement, where they could use their tongues ad libitum, but only to
their own annoyance. Qur enemies in Great Britain complained of the use of
the whip in the ficld as an instrument of coercion. He would not propose to abo-
fish it; but as the smacking of it by the drivers was so burtful to the sensitive
feelings of the Anti-Colonists, who assimilated it to the use made by the wag-
goner in England to excite his team to work, he was of opinion, that it would be
pradent to take it from the hand of the driver to be hung up in the overseer’s
house, and only used on offenders in presence of the white people and a portion
of the estate’s negroes, and this not sooner than twenty-four hours from the com-
mission of the offences to be punished.”t ¢ The next subject was the separating
parents from children, and selling them like cattle at a market, under writs
of venditioni exponas. He would not blame our ancestors, for having, a hun-
dred and fifty years ago, permitted this,” while the slave trade lasted ; * but
now the times are changed,” and though ¢ it would not be fair to make the ope-
ration retrospective as to existing judgments, yet our legislature might, by a
salutary and beneficial enactment, attach the negro to the soil.” ¢ To manumis-
sion by purchase, when voluntary and agreed to by the owner, he did not see any
objection ; but not to be made compulsory.§ Any measure tending to general
emancipation should be deprecated, because voluntary labour, we know, is not
consistent with the negro character. His general character is that of idleness,
and he cannot be kept to work but by continual superintendance. In the

* He might have added with equal trath, “ nor any good to the Black population.”

+ Here, again, observe how clear and decided Mr. Stewart is as to the obligation of
allowing to the slave an entire day in the week, * for the cultivation of his land and the
sale of his provisions,” in liea of the Sunday. And yet this equitable arrangement has
as yet been adupted in no one Colony, not even in Trinidad, though placed under s law
framed by the King's ministers, who had th lves previously recognised the expedi.
ency and justice of such an arrangement. s .

{ We see how even this respectable Colonist clings to the corporal punishment of
females, and to the driving whip, as indispensable, even though, to meet the wishes of
his Majesty’s Government, they may be subjected to certain restriints and modifications.
Driving, however, be it remembered, is not the punishment of an effnce, but the enforce-
ment of labour. To confound the one with the other as Mr. Stewart does, (we do not in
his case say purposely,) is one of the arts by which the raore subtle advocstes of Slavery
tty to disguise its abominati

§ If not made pulsory on the ter, when the slave has the meane of effecting his

i by purchase, we may abandon all hope of any termination of Slavery, except
Py a convulsion. In this view of the subject, we trust his Msjesty’s Ministers will
Temain irm. Much, however, is still waunting to give to this important principle its due
and effectual operation. i

} Compare Mr. Stewart’s statement with that of Mr. Pile, as given above. Is idleness
then not the universal character of haman nature till prompted by n ity, or called
into action by still nobler motives? Mr. Macqueen charges the masters of slaves with the
same vice as naturel to them. I it fair in Mr. Stewart, and such reasoners as he, to have
kept the negroes in bodily and mental degradation for sucessive generations; to have de-
aied them all intellectual or moral culture; to have allowed them noteven the pretence of
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only by military anthority.® If we look to this island l&hmaicn,) we shall find
that the Maroons who have been free for years, are sunk into the depth of idle-
ness and debauchery. They have no desire to improve their condition, and they
only labour sufficiently for their immediate subsistence.t Emancipation. even
at the distance of twenty or thirty years, is a wild and visionary scheme.; The
slave has a hold on his master. If the master wishes to shake him off, he ex-
claims, ¢ Massa, you belong to me, and I wontleave you.”§ What would be the
«effect of indiscriminate emancipation? The lame, the diseased, and the blind,
who are now provided for by their owners, would be abandoned as the poor
Irish are to wretchedness and smvation.l‘l If the ulterior views of the visionary
philanthropists in Great Britain are to lead to general emancipation, let us atonce
tell them that we will not proceed farther than we conceive can be done with
safety to ourselves. Should the British Government carry its threat into execu-
tion, and legislate for us, we must yield, but let us protest before God and the
world against such an act of injustice. He pledged himself to support only such
,enacimen’u as might be made with safety to the property and persons of his con-
stituents.”

We have given the more space to Mr. Stewart’s observations, on
account of the weight which the respectability of his character will
naturally give to them, and which has made it also the more necessary
that they should be met by a refutation. What remains will occupy
much less room.
~ In the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, of June 3rd, 1826, are inserted
several important communications..

One writer remarks, that as the mother country has.the power, it is
needless to question her right to force upon-them her proposed measures

. ® Even if this statement were true, which it is not, being as: directly the reverse of truth as the
assertion last commented upon, how infinitely preferable would be the legitimate exercise of even military
authority, to the impulse of the cart whip in the hands of private caprice, or sordid cupidity ?

+ Have the legislators of Jamaica taken a siungle step to civilize the Maroons? On the coutrary, has
not the whole current of their policy been di d to p their el ion?! They are coustituted the
buman blood-hounds of Jamaica. They are tempted by rewards to occupy themselves in tracking
runaways, No means of education are afforded them. They are studiously insulated from the rest ot
fhe community. And we might judge from the actual state of things, that the safety of Jamaica was
considered as bound up in the ignorance, profligacy, and heathenism of the Maroons. And yet with all
their incivilization, the Maroons increase rapidly, while the slaves around them decrease.

1 ‘The redemption of the female slaves, according to a plan inserted in the Appendix to the second
Report of the Anti-slavery Society, would not put an end to slavery till after the latest of these periods.

§ And yet what is the bribe held out on all occasions to tempt the negro either to gallant daring, or
to any wished-for discl 1 Itis ipati ‘What is it that he thinks cheaply purchased by the
earnings of a life of toil and self denial? It is emancipation. Against what passion is it that the penal
statutes of the Colonies point their sharpest vengeance? Inis against the desire of liberty. An attempt
to escape from the island is visited with death. Even a few months escape from the cart whip into the
adjoining woods may be punished capitally. And yet the slave, Mr. Stewart would persuade us, shrinks
‘from accepting the boon of freedom.

Il Does Mr. Stewart believe that even the poor, wretched, starving Irish would change conditions with
his slaves? Let him try the experiment. Let him subject the naked body of the Irish female to the
cart whip, or the back of her husband to the driver’s lash, and both to the brutal debasement of negro life,
in the West Indies, and he would see how they would spurn his service, even if they were sure to wallow
in the abundance of plantains, yams, and salt herrings. But there are * the Iame, the diseased, and the

_blind " to be provided for. In a climate and soil, however, where the West Indians tell us, as a reason
for keeping men in slazery, that a week’s labour in the year will supply all the necessaries of life, we are
now told that they must be kept in slavery, lest * the lame, and the diseased, and the blind ” should
‘starve. Is there then no natural affection among negroes? Or how are ‘‘the lame, and the diseased
and the blind” among the Maroons of Jamaica, or among the 40,000 emancipated slaves and their
descendants in that island, now supported? Tt canriot be that there should be no *lame, and diseased,
and blind ” smong fhem; and yet do they not subsist without any compulsory provision, and without
any burden on the community? Let Mr. Stewart tell us how many of those 40,000 who really require
‘ald are supported by a poor rate, or by any bounty, excepting that of their own class. And supposing
the case.were otherwise; could not a wise and cqnsiderate government take care to make the due
support of the infirm, a condition of emarcipation? Such reasonings, therefore, only serve fo expose
the miserable weakness of a cause which is forced to employ them in its service. .
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boupden duty of those to whom our interests are, or may be, coufided, to look
at the subject calmly and dispassionately, rejecting all angry or violent counsels,
and regarding with contemptuous indifference every thing like menace or intimi-
dation. Whatever communications are made to the House of Assembly, should
be received with the respect which is due to all subjects recommended by the
Crown, and disposed of separately according to their respective merits ; and
where it may not be expedient to accede to them, temperate and judicious rea-
sons should be assigned for a non-compliance. At all events the question should
be fairly met, and not postponed, from time to time, on various pretences, but
proceeded in at once.” May 27th, 1826.

Another writes, ¢ I will not take up your time in enquiries as to our jusé
rights, but state the situation in which we stand with the mother country. A
party there have used every exertion to draw the attention of all classes to us;
and I understand they have succeeded in a wonderful manner. The name of a
West Indian is almost a reproach ; and the word Slavery is made use of to ex-
cite every angry feeling against us. We all know the power of public opinion.”
¢ Yield to public opinion—by that means you will save yourselves from ruin.
Let the people of England see that you elect men to represent you, who will
fairly consider every proposition made by His Majesty’s Ministers, and accede
to them when they can do so. Let every unkind feeling be banished ; and let us,
by yielding to public opinion, allow the outcry of the party in England to pass over
and be forgotten, Let our Legislature endeavour to improve our slave law, and suit
it to our present mild discipline. While we have a trial by jury, we need not fear
to pass the Slave evidence Bill, and the time will come when we shall wonder why
we hesitated.”*

C. N. PALLMER, Esq.—men'rs‘ OF NEGROES.

ThE election of Mr. Pallmer for the county of Surry, has led to seve-
ral insertions in the County Chronicle, by some able friend of our cause,
who styles himself “ a Surry freeholder.” In that of the 18th July,
appears a letter addressed to Mr. P. bearing that signature, and which evi-
dently proceeds from no weak or unskilful combatant. We transcribe as
much of it into our pages as we can now find room for. After adverting
to some points of merely local interest, this able writer thus proceeds :
¢ T shall now give a sketch of those general principles, the value of which it
is extremely probable that the obstinacy of the Colonists will cause, at no distant
time, to be brought to the test of a competent tribunal, Of the negroes in the
West Indies—some are unoffending helpless foreigners, carried thither by an
act of piracy, and forcibly detained in a state of slavery, in violation of the
general principles of the Law of Nations, which we recognise as a civilized
people. That is the only law by which the question of slavery, as it affects them,

Pile prefers a similar claim. Mr. Stewart prefers no claim for compensation either for the day given
in lieu of Sunday, or for admitting the slaves to the privilege of giving evidence; and with him the
‘West Indians in England concur. The present writer claims nothing for the day substituted for Sunday ;
but for allowing slaves tn give evidence, there must be ““ a full and ample compensation secured.”—
Another writer in the same paper says, “ There appears to be one way of escape left— let the ameliora-
tion bill be passed with as little alteration as the utmost degree of conciliating prudence can justify,
But let there be a clause which shall fix its operation to commence one month after a pledge of indem-
nity, made on the part of the British nation, shall be officially announced against all loss.” A third
writer in the Gazette of the preceding week writes thus :—* Compensation must precede emancipation,
or any other proposition from the British Government. Mr. Canning cannot forget that the Negro
slaves are our own absolute property, and that we paid for them, as well as his honour paid for Ass Aorses ;
and that we expect a reimbursement of our money ; and that we will not conform to measures which may
prove detrimental to our interests ; or, at least, if we are compelled to yield to these outrageous or ex-
- perimental laws, let it not be said that we have lent a hand to our own destruction.”

* In other words—** Avert the threatened interference of Parliament by soft words and apparent
compliances. Mere enactments, rted d t i experience has proved to us, may
he safely hazarded. Whatever the enactments be it matters not, while the administration rests with us.
‘While we have our trial by Jury, (from which all but the Whites are excluded) and while our Judges
are Planters, what have we to fear? What signify the mere terms of a law, when that law is subjected
10 the sure operation of the esprit du corps,both in Judge and Jury? The more liberal these terms, the
better secured shall we be from any efficient controul—and by thus yielding to public opinion, we shall
surmount the present crisis, until the outcry of the party in England shall pass over and be forgotten.”
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allegiance, but independence; and when it consigns British subjects or anoffend-
ing foreigners to a state of slavery, it is the independence of Algiers. But it is
said that England has herself, by Acts of Parliament, created negro slavery :
this, to the best of my recollection, is not a correct statement of the fact, though
it is, I am afraid, too true that this country has in several of her Statutes, recog-
nized the slavery of British subjects, as an existing state of things in our colonies,
by a sort of indirect connivance. This does not vary the general question ; it
only affords ground for a fair claim to compensation. Beyond this indirect con-
nivance the Legislature of England could not go, and this strange apginaly of
its having gone so far can only be explained by the supposition that, at the time,
the House of Commons was well stocked with slave owners, whose ideas of the
true principles of the British Constitution were confused by conflicting princi-
ples, imbibed during their residence in the West Indian Islands, and confirmed
by the long habit of treating their fellow-subjects as mere goods and chattels.
A custom has grown up among us, which permits persons who hold their fellow-
subjects in slavery to become the Legislators of the freest country in the
world ; but it is a custom liable to the most serious objections, and one which
all men who take the principles of the British Constitution for their guide will
at all times view with jealousy and dissatisfaction. Of the virtua] disqualifica-
tion there can be no doubt; but this is high matter, and will appear with more
propriety in a general address to the Electors of England, on the great increase
of slave-owners in the new Parliament.”

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE, IN FAVOUR OF SLAVE-LABOUR.

Tue following communication on the ruinous effect of the restrictions
on trade, and especially of those intended to favour the produce of
Slave-labour, is extracted from a late number of the T'imes.

Sir,—I-have read with deep interest your remarks on the distress of our
labouring population. You have adverted to the evils of pauperism, which are
continuing, without even an attempt at a remedy, to destroy the comforts and
morals of our peasantry ; you have also dwelt on the evils arising from the mo-
nopoly of corn enjoyed by the landholders. But you have overlooked another
subject, highly worthy of your attention as connected with the existing distress:
I mean the monopoly in the trade of tea, sugar, and coffee,—next to corn, the
articles of most general consumption. If China were thrown open to our com-
merce, and its immense tea,trade were set at liberty, a powerful impulse would
be given to our manufacturing industry. For this, however, we must probably
wait till the expiration of the East India Company’s charter. But can any ade-
quate reason be assigned for continuing the protecting duties, in favour of colo-
nial produce, of 10s. per cwt. on East India sugar, and 28s. per cwt. on East
India Coffee—a tax equal to fifty per cent. on the prime cost of these articles,
and therefore in reality a tax equal to fifty per cent. on the export of our manu-
factures to that country? The export of our manufactures to India, since the
partial renewing of the trade to that country, has already increased at a pro-
digious rate, and it is obviously checked in its progress, only by the want of
returns, in effect by the absurd restrictions which forbid us to receive and con-
sume their sugar and coffee. Is it not absolute infatuation thus to shut against
ourselves, to such an extent, the market of a hundred millions of consumers,
who are also our fellow-subjects, in order to favour a handful of planters in our
slave colonies, who have no claim upon us for sucha costly sacrifice, except that it
is required to repay to them the destruction of human life which slavery causes ?
And this policy is the more to be deplored, because, while it serves to starve
our manufacturers, and to depress our eastern empire, it aggravates the miseries
and swells the mortality of the unbappy slaves in our colonies. The interests
of humanity are here most clearly in unison with the dictates of that sound and
enlightened policy which his Majesty’s ministers, except when impeded by the
parliamentary influence of colonial siave-holders are solicitous to pursue. Efen
if we were disposed to make light of the sufferings of the slaves, or of the claims
of the Hindoos, we surely will not turn a deaf ear to the cries of our famished
and perishing population.

London :—BAGSTER & THOMS, Priuters, 14, Bartholomew Closc.
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preves that he was regularly absent from home, attending the wood-
cutters in the woods‘,e%mm iionday morning to Saturday night; and
was at home only from Saturday night to Monday moming. He says,
that in Mr. Sanders’ life-time, he had often seen the slaves confined in
shackles, their ancles and wrists cross-ways; but be had never
seen it since. Again, he says, “I never saw it, or heard of it, since
Mr. Sanders” death;” and this statement, made by a man who admits
that he had no opportunity of witnessing how Mrs. Sanders may have
acted towards the negroes, except on the Sunday, is considered by the
Fiscal, as proving that the concurrent testimony of nine pegroes, who
are found to have given correct evidence in every other particular,
(their other charges having been satisfactorily made out) was untrue in
this. It is absolutely impossible to read the consistent statements of
these nine negroes on the subject, and compare it with the overseer’s
merely negative testimony as to one fact, and that under circumstances
which made it impossible he should be cognisant of it, without astonish-
ment at the Fiscal’s conclusion. Whenever the overseer had any oppor-
tunity of knowing the facts, he confirms the testimony of the slaves. In
the only case, in which he had no such opportunity, {u statement that
he knew nothing of it is admitted as proof of the falsehood of the charge

It is, however, satisfactory to find, that Mrs. Sanders did not escape
on this occasion with impunity. She was convicted of starving and ne¢
-elothing her slaves, and of forcing them to work on Sundays; and was
therefore made to pay a sum of 1,812 guilders, of penalty and costs,
being nearly 140 sterling. This is a fact now communicated for the
first time: the money however, was paid, not as a reparation to the
slaves, but as a fine to the public treasury.

2. No attempt is made to explain the reason why various other atro-
cities, perpetrated by the same lady, met with no punishment. (See Slave
Colonies, p. 105, 106.) “ The Fiscal,” (p. 8, of his 2nd Report) says
he, “can trace no minute of decision thereon, nor any charge of ex-
pences incurred for investigation. He therefore corcludes, that the
complaint was groundless, and was dismissed accordingly.” This is
ecertainly a very hasty conclasion, as his own minutes, contained in the
first Report, will clearly testify. These exbibit internal evidence that
his present h esis on the subject is directly opposed to fact. One
of the complainants, the Fiscal himself admits (1st Report, p. 32,) to
have. the proof of his complaint ¢ visible on his posteriors,” and the
eharge of forcing the slaves to work on the Sundays is fully admitted
by the son of their mistress, the manager of her estate. (. p. 54.) In
the Fiscal's anxiety to exculpate this lady, be suggests a very charitable,
but untenable construction of a part of the evidence, given in the 1st
Report, (p. 61.) Her sun had said, that “ David kad been flogged
wnder his feet with tamarind rods, on account of kis back being cut
%p.” Ob, says the Fiscal, *this does not imply that the s::gm’s
back was sore from any punishment he had received from Mrs. ers,
but in order to shame David.” He ought, however, to bave told us
why flogging on the feet should be regarded, by the poor slave in Ber-
bice, as more shameful than flogging on those parts which, every where
else, it is thought the mest shameful 10 expose and lacerate.
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all children born after a certain day, should be entitled to their liberty;
and it has also been proposed to purchase the women and make them
free, their children, born afterwards, being, of course, free likewise.*
The difficulties which might attend either of these plans, many very in-
telligent persons believe might be easily obviated ; but little disposition
has been evinced on the part of the Government and Parliament to sur-
mount those difficulties, or resolutely to adopt any other definite plan
for extinguishing Slavery in the British Colonies. Nor has the country
at large, though strongly desiring the final abolition of this evil, earnestly
or concurrently urged the adoption of any such plan.

Some of the West Indian advocates-say that the negroes would not
labour, if made free, in situations where land is so abundant and cheap,
and where so little labour is necessary to supply their wants, as in the
Slave Colonies; and that the lands of Demerara especially cannot be
cultivated by freemen until there is a vast increase of labourers. If,
however, the Blacks are unwilling to work for more, or for much more
than an adequate supply of their wants, they only resemble, in this
respect, the- bulk of mankind, few of whom, either White or Black, are
disposed to work hard without a powerful motive. But by what means
do. these gentlemen propose to obtain this increase of labourers?
Not surely by a continuance of the present system of Slavery, under the
operation of which, instead of an increase, there is a large annual
decrease. Nor will they venture, it is presumed, to propose a renewal
of the Aftican or even of the intercolonial Slave Trade. On their plan,
therefore, we can never hope to see an end of Slavery, until cruelty shall
have inflicted its final stroke by the destruction of the last of its victims.

If then the extensive and fertile soil of Demerara is everto be cultivated,
it must be by free labourers, and the only way to obtain these is by the
“adoption of those measures of amelioration and emancipation, which were
expected to have followed the abolition of the Slave Trade, and which
are now invoked by the friends of that cause. These measures would, it
may be hoped, produce such an increase in the slave population of our
Colonies, as is now taking place among the slaves in the United States,
and in our own Bahama Islands, and among the free Blacks in"Hayti
and in Jamaica, and even among the slaves on a few estates in our own
Colonies, where they are well and leniently treated. Such an increase
would soon produce, in many of the smaller islands, a surplus of
labourers. Enfranchisement would be the inevitable consequence, and
the Blacks thus freed, like White men in thickly peopled countries,
would emigrate in search of employment, which they would be sure to
find in such an extensive and fertile region as that of Demerara.

The abolitionists looked forward, at the period of the Abolition, to an
extinction of ¢ Slavery in the Colonies, to be accomplished by the same
happy means which formerly put an end to it in England,—namely, by a
benign, though insensible revolution in opinions and manners; by the
encouragement of particular manumissions; and the progressive ame-
lioration in the condition of the slaves, till it should glide insensibly into
freedom ;—they looked, in short, to an emancipation, of which not the
slaves, but the masters, should be the willing instruments or authors.”

* See Appendix to the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society, p. 168.
’ ’
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thus encouraging and rewarding the perpetuation and aggravation of
Slavery, we make the crime our own, and we set ourselves in direct
opposition to the beneficent designs of the Almighty towards these
his oppressed creatures.

Can we wonder that disappointments and difficulties should continue
" to obstruct our efforts to abolish Slavery, while we ourselves continue
effectually to counteract our own professed purposes and wishes, and to
support, with our money, the very system we are associated to
destroy? Let us clear our hands of this guilty participation; and when
we have done this, a more solid foundation will be laid for future pro-
gress, and we shall find that many of the obstacles to our success will
be removed.

It is obvious, for example, that few circumstances could tend more
directly to improve the moral and social state of the West Indies than
the residence of the Planters and their families on their own estates.
But bounties and.protections enable the Planters to pay for the waste of
property and life occasioned by their own absence and neglect, and by
the substitution of hired agents. Remove these bounties and pro-
tections, and our Planters would be compelled, like other classes of
men, to attend to their own concerns. In this, and a variety of other
ways, the removal of bounties and protections would tend to the mitigation
and extinction of Slavery,¥ and would obviate many of those obstacles,
chiefly of our own creation, which now impede the progress of Reform.

The direct pecuniary sacrifices which this nation is now making for
the support of Slavery, are great and mischievous. But great and mis-
chievous as they are, they probably fall far short, in their injurious effect,
of those limitations and restrictions which our commerce is forced to bear
for the maintenance of that criminal system.

Our manufacturing population have lately been, and still are suffering
most severely. Amongst the variety of causes which have been assigned
for this reverse has been that of our having over-traded. If, however,
our operative manufacturers have not had too much work, this over-
trading could have had no reference to them. It must, most obviously,
have arisen from a want of demand ; in other words, from the want of a
market for the produce of their labour. It is true, that extremely low
wages of labour, and greatly depressed prices of goods, will tend, in
some degree, to quicken demand; yet, a return to a sound and healthy
state, to fair wages and fair profits, can only be effected by our having a
market sufficiently extensive to give to our people that full em-
ployraent which they enjoyed when we were said to be over-trading
‘Wages, it is clear, can never be adequate whilst any considerable pro
portion of labourers is unemployed; nor can the manfacturers b-
obtaining fair profits on their capital whilst any considerable proportion
of their mills and machinery is standing still. Nothing therefore, i
more manifest than that, if there was over-trading, it arose from this
that we had made too many goods for our present customers, anc
that, if we can find no more customers, fewer goods must be made,—
unless, indeed, we should be induced to resort to the principle of our

* See this subject fully discussed in a Paper, entitled ¢ The Impolicy of
Slavery,” and in the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society. .
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Colonial System, by giving bounties and protections for the support of
worse systems of labour, of the hand-loom for instance, in preference to
the steam engine.-—And if it were allowable in any case, by such means,
to check the progress of improvement, surely the distresses of the poor
weavers in the hand-loom entitle them to it, at least as much as any
other class of the community. But we hear nothing of any such extra-
vagant proposition, as that of giving a bounty on the produce of the
hand-loom, or of charging a protecting duty on the produce of the
power-loom.—If the weavers, however, are to have no share in the
Javour bestowed upon slave holders, their necessities, to say no more,
call loudly for justice. If this reciprocityis denied them, they ought not
at least to be taxed in the price of their sugar, or their coffee, (if either
of these luxuries fall now to their lot); nor ought they to be excluded from
extensive markets for the produce of their labour; for the sole purpose
of supporting the slave system in our Colonies, and enriching the
masters of slaves, at their expense. :

If the earth was incapable of supporting its inhabitants, or if our people
were unwilling to labour, then might their distress be without remedy ;
but the case becomes one of aggravated hardshipand cruelty, when this
distress is the work of human legislation; and when they are deprived
of obvious and effectual means of relief, by regulations which cramp
their industry by preventing the free interchange of commodities between
different parts of the world, or even of our own empire.

Of the nature of these regulations which thus prevent the interchange
of commodities, in direct opposition to the general interests of mankind,
and especially to those of our own population, we may form some idea
from the following facts : :

1. For the express purpose of supporting slavery, we charge a pro-.
tecting duty of 10s. per cwt. on all Sugar, and of 28s. per cwt. on all
Coffee, imported from our Indian dominions, and thus force our manu-
facturers, for the sake of supplying the miserable allowance of clothing
to 700,000 slaves in the West Indies,* to forego the supply of eighty
or a hundred millions of people in India. : .

2. Instead of encouraging that competition of free labour,which would
as effectually destroy the trade in slaves for the cultivation of Sugar, as
it has already doune for that of Indigo, and thus remove the great
barrier to our intercourse with 70,000,000 of people on the continent
of Africa, we prohibit, by extravagant duties, the importation of any
Sugars grown there, and we charge an extra duty of 28s. per cwt. on.
“-{ Coffee produced in the Colony of Sierra Leone, which by discourag-

»-g cultivation must retard the progress of civilization also.

3. A bounty was long paid on the exportation of refined sugar, the
- fect of which was, to raise the price of all Sugar in the British

arket 6s.per cwt., equal to 1,200,000/, per annum. At the close of
the last session, this bounty was reduced about one half. Now it is clear,

* The value of this trade may easily be imagined, when we find it stated in
the vindication of the report of the Fiscal of Berbice, that a supply of clothing
to each negro not worth more than 10s. once in nineteen months, was deemed
sufficient, and the poor negroes who complained of it were punished, as pre-
ferring a groundless complaint, See Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. 16,
page 288. . . ’
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success is requisite to encourage their exertions. The exertions which
have been made to abolish slavery, compared with the little that has yet
been effected, are doubtless discouraging; but if every individual
among us would now make it his own work, we should feel that,
though our progress might be small, we were still contributing some
thing towards its final extinction. ‘

Let associations then be multiplied in every part of the country for
raising permanent funds to promote Anti-Slavery objects, and for en-
couraging the use of the produce of free labour. Those who abstain on
conscientious principles from the use of slave produce will, of course,
cordially join in these associations with those who do so solely in the
hope of producing a beneficial effect. And let it be borne in mind, that
though the concurrence of a majority may be required to bring about
any effectual reformation by means of Parliamentary enactments, yet
much may be done, even by a small minority, in the way now suggested.
And in pursuing this course, let it not be supposed that we are chang-
ing our object: we are, on the contrary, removing the difficulties which
stand in the way of those parliamentary enactments that are necessary
to carry the wishes of the country, on the subject of slavery, into full
accomplishment. Finally, we have all been witnesses of the recent and
general alarms which have prevailed throughout all the walks of com-
merce, and of the extreme sufferings of our manufacturers, which are
as yet but very partially relieved. If we continue to acquiesce in that
system of bounties and protecting duties, and in those impolitic restric-
tions on our commerce, to which we have now adverted, we shall thereby
greatly aggravate the distress of our countrymen at home ; prevent at the
same time the alleviation of the misery and oppression of hundreds of
thousands of our fellow subjects abroad; and instead of contributing
to the general happiness and civilization of mankind, as we have
the power of doing beyond any nation under heaven, we shall, in fact,
be found impeding the progress of both.

FREE LABOUR SUGAR.

After the discussion in which we have been engaged, it seems not in-
appropriate to remark, that we fear that many of our friends, who have
been desirous of encouraging the produce of free labour, to the exclusion
of that of slave labour, have been grossly imposed upon by those in
whom they have confided to supply them with the former. We have
now before us a Grocer’s Bill, in which is the following item, viz.:—
““ One bag Mauritius sugar (free) 1 cwt.2 qrs. 21 lbs. at 66s., £5. 11s. 43.”
Now be it known to all our readers, that MaAURITIUS sugar is not only
not free sugar, but that it is raised at a much larger expense of negro life
than even the sugar of the West Indies. The Mauritius sugar is wholly
different in its appearance from that of the East Indies. It is also dif-
ferently packed, the bags containing it being made of a kind of straw or
rush, while those from India are made of cotton. It is further admitted
at a lower duty, paying only 27s. per cwt., while that from India pays
37s. To substitute the one for the other, therefore, must be an act of
deliberate dishonesty. '

London: Printed by Bayster and Thoms, 14, Bartholomew Closs. -
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other free. There is in this Island no law authorizing or sanctioning
marriage.

10. St. Christopher’s. In this Island there is no law authorizing mar-
riage. The slave population amounts to nearly 20,000. Ei¢HTEEN
marriages have taken place among them in five years.

11. St. Vincent's. The slave population amounts to 24,000. Foum
marriages have taken place among them in five years. Until the year
1820, a law existed in this Island, actually prohibiting the marriage of a
slave with a free person, under a penalty on the officiating clergyman of -
£50. and on the free person of £200. or slaveri for four years.’ This
strange and whimsical enactment, marking the hostility of the St. Vin-
cent’s legislators to all but illicit connections, was superseded by their
Act of 1820; but it was not till December 1825, that the marnage of
slaves received any legislative recognition. It was then authorized, but
under grievous restrictions. The marriage can ouly be solemnized by a
Clergyman of the established Church, and he must be satisfied that the
parties understand the marriage-vow. What nation is there. so savage
on the face of the earth, the English Slave Colonies excepted, where the
population does not understand the nature of the marriage engagement?
" This is a proof of the same ill-concealed hostility to marriage, which
formerly reduced to slavery a freeman who married a slave.

The clergyman of St. Vincent’s, Mr. Lansdown Gilding, apologizes
for the smalﬂumber of marriages on the ground of his previous want of
authority to perform the ceremony. He complains too of interlopers.
It seems a grievous offence in his eyes, that ¢ vast numbers of slaves
have been clandestinely married by Methodist preachers,” and have not
yet applied to him to be remarried. It would appear as if he actually
regarded the Methodist preachers as offenders, because they had exerted
themselves to check, among their converts, the prevailing habits of li-
centiousness, by inducing them to form permanent connections under the
imposing sanction of a religious ceremony. So far from meriting blame,
they deserve for this the highest commendation; and the St. Vincent’s
legislagure owe it to the moral interests of their island to legalize these
marria‘g;s, instead of leaving them to be thrown into doubt, by permit-
ting Mr. Gilding to require the parties to be remarried by him before
they are to be considered as man and wife,

. 12. Tobago. There is no law authorizing the marriage of slaves in
this Island, and, in point of fact, No such marriage has ever taken place
there, Its slave population amounts to about 14,000.

13 .Tortola. The return from this island is to precisely the same
effect with that from Tobago.

14. Trinidad. The slave population of this island amounts to 23,000.
The Order in Council of 1824 legalized the marriage of slaves ; but the
fruit of that order has hitherto been very small. ELEVEN marriages have
followed it, there having been only one previously. Of these eleven mar-
riages, nine have been celebrated by the Methodist Missionary, two by
the Catholic Curé, and not one by the Church of England clergyman.

‘Is it necessary to add a word to this striking exemplification of the
state of West Indian society and West Indian morals? - Is there in the
known world any thing to be compared to the profligacy of manners
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which it discloses? Nor is the abgence of right feeling which these state-
ments evince, notwithstanding the discussions of forty years’ duration
by which the Colonists have been compelled to consider the question,
more remarkable than the absolute indifference they manifest to the be-
nefits connected with an increase of the slave population. “ It is the
interest of the Planters,” we are told, ¢ to treat their slaves well, and
therefore they do treat them well.” Such is the reasoning by which
the people of England are deluded. Is it not then the interest of the
Planters that their slaves should increase? If it be, is not marriage
essential to that object? But, what has their all-powerful sense of
interest, to which so much is attributed, done to promote marriage
among their slaves? With what extreme reluctance do they even now
consent to enactments for that purpose, and what a multiplicity of
restrictions do they impose upon it? What can more clearly shew
the light in which the whites view the negro race, than.this extra-
ordinary, nay almost- morbid repugnance to raise them from the de-
basement of a sexual intercourse resembling that of brutes, (not-
withstanding the depopulation produced by it,) to the enjoyment of
the charities of domestic life? Aund does not this very fact solve
to us much of the mystery which would otherwise hang over the
whole of the Slavery question; while it proves the absolute hopeless-
ucss of any effectual veform proceeding from the Colonial autho-
rities? Among the White community of the West Indies; and, we
admit, it would be precisely the same with any community, placed in
the same unfortunate circumstances with theirs ; there exists an invincible
dislike of every measure which goes to lessen the moral and intellectual
distance between themselves and the dependent negro, or to produce
an approximation in their social, civil, or political rights. This
state of feeling is curiously illustrated in almost every page of the
writings of that most zealous of all the advocates of the Slave System,
Major Moody ; and with his usual inverted mode of reasoning, he em-
ploys it to shew, not that Parliament should interfere to correct the evil,
but that the negroes are doomed to remain for ever an inferior and de-
graded caste ; in shortto be for ever slaves. The prejudice he assumes to
be invincible and its cure hopeless, so long as their colourand their smell
are unchanged. And is not the very existence of this prejudice an un-
answerable argument against entrusting to the men who entertain it,
the reform of their own negro code? We do not deny that the Colo-
nists would be content to admit of many ameliorations in the treatment
of the slave, of a kind similar to those which might take place in the
treatment of their cattle. But from every measure which would tend
to raise him in the scale of being to their own level ; which would give
him equal legal rights ; which would confer on him a social and civil
as well as a merely animal existence; which would make him a partici=
pator in their intellectual pursuits, and in their deathless hopes, they
shrink (and in this view of the subject the report of Major Moody bears
us out) with a kind of instinctive abhorrence, with a sensitiveness
similar to that with which the inhabitant of the lordly mansion shrinks
from intercommunion with wretchedness and rags, with filth and beg-
gary... We here speak not of a few enlightened and humane proprietors,
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ting an end, with as little delay as possible, to a system which is pregnant with such com-
plicated evils, confide in the wisdom of the House for the adoption of such measures as
may be necessary for the speedy attainment of that desirable object ; but at the same time
they beg leave respectfully to submit, that there is onc measure which, while it is un-
gumionlbly safe, would also prove a most eflicacions corrective of many of the imme-
iate evils of Colonial Slavery, and might be carried into effect without loss of time ; the
Petitioners allude to the abrogation of the Bounties and Protecting Duties on Sugar ; that
these Bounties and Protecting Duties prevent Sugar, now become one of the necessaries of
life, from being imported from various parts of the world, at a price so much below the
Sugur from the West Indies as to make a difference to the British public of one penny per
pound, ur about one million and a halif sterling on the aggregate annual consumption of
the people of Great Britain and Ireland ; that these Protecting Duties have now been in
force twelve years, many of them ﬁau of great distress to the agricultarists and mana-
facturers of this country, during which the West Indian Sugar Farmers have received
eighteen millions sterling for their Sugars over and above the price at which Sngars might
have been purchased in the markets of England if the West Indian Planter had not been
protected from the effects of fair competition ; that it is from the forced and unremitted
cultivation of Sugar in the comparatively inferior and exhausted soils of the British West
Indian Islands, excited by the ll)mpe of high profits, that the sufferings of the Negroes
chiefly arise, and that upon the showing of the planters themselves this forced cultivation
is solely kept up by the artificial stimulus of Bounties and Protecting Duties, which im.
pede the Commerce of Great Britain and operate as an oppressive tax on the F“blic; that
when the exhaustion of the soils, and the ruinous and expensive system of slave cuitiva-
tion and of non-residence, prevent the importation of Sugars from the West Indian Islands
at the price for which they could be obtained from various parts of the world, the Peti.
tioners humbly conceive that the West Indian Planters have no just claim to Bounties
and Protecting Duties to enable them to continue an improvident speculation ; that the
Petitioners humbly submit that the Bounties and protecting Duties on Sugar, for the benefit
of a comparatively few individuals, who hold their fellow-subjects in Slavery, ought not,
in justice to the agricultural and manufacturiug interests of this country, to be continued ;
that, next to British farming produce, Sugar is the chief article of domestic consumption,
and ranks among the necessaries of life; that the effect of abrogating the Bounties and
tecting Duties on Sugar would be, to transfer the cultivation of that article to the East
mles, and other places where it can be produced by the free labour of native farmers,
and at little expense ; that this transfer would tend to increase the growth of the proper
food of the Negro British subject in the West Indies, diminish his fatigues, his privations,
and his sufferings, and, by rapidly increasing the Black population, would so reduce the
price of Slaves, and facilitate manumissions, that the Slave system would gradually be-
come extinet, without violence or commotion ; that the Petitioners, therefore, on behalf
of the thousands of innocent foreigners, and of hundreds of thousands of their fellow-
subjeots, forcibly held in Slavery; on behalf of the people of England, whose rights and
liberties are invaded in the persons of innocent Englishmen, denied that justice which
ought to be extended with rigid img:rtlality to the powerful and to the helpless, te the
black Colonist as to the white ; on behalf of the King, nearly seven hundred thousand of
whose natural-born subjects are wrested from the guardianship of His p ing band
within His own Dominions, by those who strip their Sovereign of the attributes of His
Crown, and annihilate the Civil existence of a portion of His peo“:lle equal in number to
the population of a Principality ; on behalf of the consistency and the creditof the Nation,
whose cannon so recently swept the ram  of Algiers, and dealt death to thousands on
the African shore, that a barbarous people might be compelled to abstain in future from
reducing into Slaves, not the subjects of this country merely, but those of all other Eu-
ropean Powers, and to act on principles of which Britain is the public champion, and of
which her West Indian Slave-owners are as Pubhcly the unpunished and daily violators ;
on behalf of the suffering manufacturers of England, whose trade with nearly the whole
of South America, with Mexico, with Hayti, with China, with New Holland, and above
all with India and ber one hundred millions of inhabitants, is checked and stunted in its
wth, because Protecting Duties and Bounties prevent thase Countries from sending to
g;?gland their Sugars in exch for the ducts of British industry, and this in order
that the Slave cultivation of the West Indies may be exclusively encouraged; on behalf
of every virtue, and of every interest that is dear to Englishmen, the Petitioners implore
the House to take into their earliest consideration the repeal of the Protecting Duties and
Bounties granted to the cultivators of Sugar by Slave labour; that whatever difficulties
the Slave Question may present under other aspects, the people of England may at least
be delivered from the bitter i of ining by oppression, and unne-
cessary premiums, a system of iniquity degrading to the national character, criminal
beyond all ether modes of robber{ and violence, subversive of every legal and every
constitutional principle, and equally at variance with the dictates of sound policy, hu-
menity, and justice.”

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch’s, Cornaill.
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti-
Slavery Sociély throughout the kingdom.

London : Bagster and Thoms, 14, Bartholomew Closs.
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present, to a statement of the reception which the Colonial authorities
appear to have given to His Majesty’s recommendations.

By most, if not all of the Assemblies, the Bills, founded on those
recommendations, on being presented, were promptly and unceremo-
niously rejected. They were rejected on the strange and absurd ground
that it was an infringement of their constitutional liberties, for the
Ministers of the Crown to propose measures for their deliberation and
adoption. Even in the Imperial Parliament, where constitutional liberty
is, at least, as well understood and as justly appreciated as in our Slave
Colonies, we have never heard such an objection made to any measure,
or set of measures, presented to the consideration of Parliament. The
absolute folly and inanity of such an objection furnish a fresh proof of
the incapacity of these Assemblies for the task of legislation. Who
would think of throwing out a bill, for the improvement of our criminal
code in this country, because it had been prepared in the Cabinet with
the aid of the law officers of the Crown, and introduced to Parliament
by His Majesty’s Secretary of State ?

In thus rejecting, however, (without the slightest reserve, and with
furious tirades about that constitutional liberty which they are daily
outraging in the persons of others,) the whole of the propositions laid
before them by His Majesty, the Assemblies appear to have been quite
sensible, that there was peril in adhering to their former declarations
against all improvement of their slave code. They accompany their
rejection of Lord Bathurst’s Bills with a resolution to revise their slave
laws, in the view of introducing such ameliorating changes as might -
be compatible with their own gignity as independent legislators, and
with the safety of the Colonies. We shall see presently how their pro-
fessed purpose has been carried into effect. We shall select for our
review the largest of the Colonies.

JAMAICA.
1. The establishment of a protector and guardian of slaves.

This proposition has been rejected, on the pretence that an adequate
and much safer substitute already exists in,the local magistracy, and
the wvestry of each parish, who now constitute by law a council of protec-
tion. That is to say, the very persons against whom it is the purpose
of the crown and parliament to protect the slaves, their owners and
managers, are designated by the Assembly of Jamaica as their sole
protectors. This is like constituting the wolf the guardian and pro-
tector of the lamb.

All the colonial legislatures, we believe, have been equally unyielding
on this point.

2. The admission of the evidence of slaves in courts of justice.

The proposition of Lord Bathurst on this subject was, that all slaves
of whom any clergyman, or catholic priest, or minister duly licensed,
should certify that they understood the nature of an oath, should be
recorded and received as competent witnesses in all courts, civil or
eriminal, with the exception of civil suits in which the owner was in-
terested, and capital charges against free persons. :
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their moral tastes and theological discernment. Mark, too, the extreme
harshness of that provision (a kind of parting blow at the slaves) which
actually shuts out, from the discretion of the Court, the question of eman-
cipating a maimed and dismembered slave from the power of a master
convicted of maiming or dismembering him, merely because the slave,
in exhibiting his mangled body, may have also borne conclusive testi-
mony against his ruffian owner. .

Such appears to be the law of slave evidence which has at length
been enacted by the legislature of Jamaica.*

3. The giving to slaves a power under cerlain regulations of pur-
chasing their freedom. :

This proposition is absolutely and entirely rejected in Jamaica, and,
we believe, in all the other Colonies having legislatures of their own.
The unbending resistance with whichethis fair, moderate, and reason-
able proposition has been met by them all is a decisive proof cf the
utter hopelessness of the willing adoption, by the Colonists, of any mea-
sure which tends, however remotely, to the extinction of Slavery. It is
impossible to conceive any measure leading to that end which would be
attended 'with less possibility of any private loss or public inconvenience
than that which makes manumission the effect of the steady industry of
the slave. The experience of the Spanish Colonies has proved its per-
fect safety; while the provision which secures to the owner the full
value of his slave takes away the very slightest ground of complaint on
the score of uncompensated reform. And yet this is a measure to
which an uniform and ungualified and most determined resistance has
been made in all the Colonies. The Colonies, therefore, are here
brought into direct conflict with his Majesty’s Government. Lord
Bathurst has pressed the measure upon them in the very strongest
terms. “ No system of measures,” he observes, « will satisfy the feel-
ings of this country or execute the purposes of the House of Commons,
which does not contain some direct provision, some acting principle, by
which the termination of Slavery may be gradually accomplished.” The
giying to the slave the right of purchasing his freedom, his Lordship
declares to be * a vital part of the question” which  cannot be dis-
pensed with.” H:s Majesty’s Government, he tells the Colonists,
*¢ stand*pledged to take such measures as may ultimately, though gra-
dually, work out the freedom of the slaves ;” and they may be-assured
¢ that, from the final accomplishment of that object this country will

* In one of the clauses a provision is introduced for ensuring the attendance,
in certain cases, of slave witnesses, by confining them in jail. While so confined,
the slave is to be allowed one shilling and eightpence a day for his maintenance.
We call the attention of our readers to this circumstance, because it forms a
curions contrast to the allowance provided by the consolidated Slave Law of
Jamaica for the maintenance of working slaves, namely, three shillings and
fourpence « week ; being, as it were, their board wages in lieu of provision
grounds and time to cultivate them. Now, at the rate of the jail allowance;
this ought to be eleven shillings and eightpence instead of three shillings and
ourpence. On the other hand, if one shilling and eightpence per day be not
an excessive allowance, (and why should we presume that it is?) how very
scanty must the allowance of three shillings and fourpence per week be to a
working slave! .
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Egypt, or from Hayti; and as if they would, like Pharaoh, harden their
hearts still more, until the consummation of their present resistance
is rendered as fatal as was the termination of that oppressor’s contest
with Moses.

4. The legalizing of the Marriage of Slaves.—A clause has been
introduced into the Jamaica Act, requiring and authorizing any clergy-
man only, (and not other ministers as in Lord Bathurst’s draft) to
solemnize the marriage of slaves who have been baptized, and who pro-
duce the permission of the owner in writing. If an owner refuses his
consent, the slaves desirous of intermarrying may, if they both belong
to the same owner, but not otherwise, appeal to the vestry, who are
required to inquire into the cause of refusal, and decide whether such
marriage shall take place or not. This law, without doubt, may enable
slaves, belonging to the same owner, to intermarry ; but it makes no
provision for slaves desirous of intermarrying, who belong to different
owners. And as a considerable number of slaves in Jamaica already
have wives, or at least reputed wives and children, on neighbouring
estates belonging to different owners, the effect must be that such
unions will not be legalized, however long they may have lasted. In-
deed, it cannot strictly be said that any marriages of slaves are legalized
by the mere permission or authority given to the clergyman to perform
the marriage ceremony. Lord Bathurst seems to have thought so, for he
had introduced a proviso into his draft, that all marriages of slaves, per-
formed according to the rules laid down, should be declared legal and
‘valid. The Jamaica Assembly, on bringing in the bill, omitted this pro-
viso, and it does not appear whether the defect was afterwards supplied.
But if not, it will be doubtful whether any connubial rights whatever
are conferred on the parties, by the mere permission of the marriage
ceremony. Besides this, the plan of referring cases of slave marriage,
not to a Protector, as Lord Bathurst proposes, but to an assembly
constituted as is a Jamaica parish vestry, is throwing such ridicule
on the whole affair, and interposing such obstacles, as would render an
appeal of this kind not only undesirable, but almost hopeless as to its
result, and would also discourage slaves from making it. Some idea
may be formed, of the scenes likely to occur, on the occasion of such
appeals, from the levity displayed, in the Assembly itself, on the dis-
cussion of this subject.

Lord Bathurst required that a record should be kept of the marriages
of slaves; and indeed, without such a record, the ceremony of mar-
riage must be of little value. The Assembly of Jamaica have omitted
this provision also; an indication that the real object which they had in
passing this law, was not to give a legal validity to marriage, but to
furnish their friends at home with an argument in their favour, drawn
from their apparent, but delusive compliance.

. 5. The prohibition of Sunday markets and Sunday labour.

No notice is taken of the subject of Sunday labour. A feeble
attempt at compliance on the subject of Sunday markets is made by a
clause which limits them to the hour of ten o’clock: But such a
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day, which has hitherto been appropriated to marketing and to raising
provisions for the slaves’ subsistence. And yet abolitionists are charged
with precipitation and unreasonable violence, when they complain of
the slow progress of Colonial Reform.

6. Granting to the slaves a leyal right of pro'perty, and establishing
banks for their savings.

The regulations proposed by Lord Bathurst on this subject are sub-
stantially the same with those which form a part of the Trinidad Order
in Council; and the rights which they convey to the slaves, are pro-
bably as large and as well secured, supposing slave evidence in civil cases
to be admitted, as the untractable nature of slavery will permit.

In the place of these regulations the Assembly of Jamaica have framed
a clause which mentions, it is true, the property of slaves, but leaves
out all the effective provisions for the security of that property which are
contained in the Trinidad Order. The preamble is sufficiently imposing
—*¢ And whereas, by the usage of this Island, slaves have always been
permitted to possess personal property, free from the control or inter-
ference of their owners; and it 1s expedient that such laudable custom
should be established by law, be it therefore enacted, &c.” And what is
the enactment which follows ? It is not that their right of property shall
be established by law, but that any owner or other person taking from
a slave any property, of which the slave is lawfully possessed, shall
forfeit and pay ten pounds, over and above the value of such property,
if the fact is proved before three justices of the peace. It is not even
shewn what it is for a slave to be lawfully possessed of property, or
how he is to prove this preliminary condition. No means of suit are
given him in the case of debt, or bequest; and, indeed, being debarred
from giving evidence in any civil cause, to grant him a power of civil
suit might seem an anomaly. And in the absence of this power, no
one is appointed to sue on his behalf. There is no Protector to
take up his cause. The very lawfulness of his possession of property
is made to stand,on some vague reference to the usage of the Island ;
and even this indirect and ambiguous sanction is confined to personal
property; while no Savings’ Banks are instituted where security may be
given to what he may acquire. The robbing him of his property, how-
ever valuable, is not made a larceny, or a felony, as the case may be,
but a matter to be settled by a penalty of ten pounds, on the decision
of three justices ; but no mode is pointed out of enabling him to apply
to them. In short, the clause is a mere apology for refusing to admit
the proposition of Lord Bathurst on the subject, and the slave is left
precisely in the same helpless and unprotected state, as to all essential
rights of property, in which he was before the act was framed.

7. Prohibiting the separation of families by sale.

Lord Bathurst’s requisition on this point is extremely moderate, far
‘too much so to serve any substantial purpose of amelioration. He pro-
poses that no slave having a husband, or wife, or child under a certain
nge; or reputed husband, or wife, or child, the property of the same
owner, shall be levied on, or sold by legal process, unless together in
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necessary, and implies that we allow them to be indecently exposed.
But the females require punishment, at least as often as the men.
Flogging with the catis an inhuman punishment, as practised in the
army. God forbid that we should have recourse to it.—Mr. Mais de-
clared, that the slaves preferred the cart-whip to every other instrument
of punishment, as being more manly; switches, &c. being only fit for
children.—Others confirmed the fact of the preference of the cart-whip
to switches; bat it was evident from the details that the real cause of the
preference was, that the law affixed a limit to the number of lashes in-
flicted with a cart-whip, namely, thirty-nine ; and that switches were
administered without any such reserve. Now it may be possible that
500, or 200, or even 150 strokes of the prickly ebony, the switch gene-
rally used in flogging slaves, may draw more blood, and lacerate the
flesh more, and cause severer suffering than thirty-nine lashes of the cart-
whip ; and also that from the noiseless infliction of the former, much
more lengthened flagellations may be given than in the case of the cart-
whip which conveys the report of every stroke to the adjacent plantations,
and to the traveller as he passes along the road. But what does all
this say for the system; a system which continues to place in the
hands of individuals, many of them of the lowest description, this tre-
mendous power of punishment? Think what would be the condition of
the peasantry of this country if debates in our legislature were to turn on
the question, Whether every farmer in the land should have the power
of inflicting, on the naked posteriors of his labourers, whether male or
female, either the lacerations of the cart-whip, or the sharp prickings
of the ebony bush ?

A speech of Mr. Barret’s embodies the arguments on the other side
of the question. He observed that it was no reason for refusing to
abolish the cart-whip that its abolition had been recommended by
Government. That was no reason for rejecting a measure beneficial in
itsell.—* But I do deny that his Majesty’s mivisters alone, or that our
countrymen in Great Britain alone, view the cart-whip asa base, cruel,
debasing instrument of torture. Every person of humanity in the
colony, every being whose heart is not callous, pants for the abolition
of this detestable mode of punishment. You are told, that to abolish
the use of the cart-whip is an innovation. It is indeed an innovation,
80 was the abolition of the rack and the thumb-screw, and such like
instruments, the fellows of the cart-whip. But I have yet to leam
that these innovations have undermined the civil institutions of Europe.
I do not hesitate to say, I do not hesitate to declare to all who hear me,
that the cart-whip is a horrible, detestabie instrument, when used for the

unishment and torture of slaves. I do say that 39 lashes with this

orrid instrument can be made more grievous than 500 lashes with a
cat. Honourable members may raise a clamour agaiast me, but they
will do so in vain. They are afraid to hear the truth respecting this
odious, this horrid, this detestable icstrument. Clamour shall not pat
me down. The time, 1 hope, is not far disiant when the cart-whip
will be abolished even as an emblem of authonity. On my own estate
1 have catirely abolished it, and also the cat. I do not even allow the
iafliction of the cart-whip on the cattle of my property, so abhomrent
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is the instrument to me as an engine of cruelty. Honourable gentle-
men contend that the cart-whip is an instrument of punishment less
severe than the cat. I shall not determine how many stripes of the
latter are equal to one of the former, but 1 will put the question thus,
Whether a given number of lashes by the cart-whip are not more severe
and more lacerating than the same number by the cat ? You say, a greater
number of stripes are inflicted by the cat in the army than are allowed to
be given by the cart-whip. But how are the former inflicted? Not at
the caprice, at the will, at the passion or rage of an individual, but
afler a solemn trial by a Court-Martial, where the offender’s superiors,
unbiassed, unprejudiced, and with calmness, deliberate upon the charge
brought against him.” He might have added that their senfence is also -
subject to the review of their superiors. ¢ But the punishment of the
cart-whip is inflicted at the pleasure of an individual, at his sole com-
mand, as caprice or passion dictates. Sometimes one slave inflicts it
at his discretion upon another slave. Sometimes it is ordered by the
book-keeper or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order, men too
frequently most unfit to apportion punishment. To me, the predicted
danger from abolishing the cart-whip seems totally imaginary. Its use
has been abolished in many places, and having been accustomed to
witness its spontaneous abolition in many places, there can be no
fear, when the measure is made general, and passes into a law, that
they will mistake our lenity, or suppose it was forced upon us.”

The clause for substituting the cat for the cart-whip, was negatived
by a majority of 28 to 12, as was that for prohibiting the indecent ex-

posure of women.

" A limitation of punishment, at the discretion of individuals, appears
to have taken place in Jamaica. They are said to be p:ohibited from
giving more than twenty lashes at a time, or from confining a slave
more than ten days in the workhouse, without the authority of a
magistrate.

The prohibition of the driving whip, and the flogging of females,
and the record of punishments, have been rejected, not only by Ja-
maica, but by Barbadoes and the Bahamas. ¢ To forbid,” says the
Assembly of Barbadoes, * by legislative enactment, the flogging of
female slaves, would be productive of the most injurious conse-
quences.” In the case, for instance, of domestic females, they argue,
that it is quite apparent how objectionable it would be to forbid their
being flogged. As for the driving whip, they consider it to be inse-
parable from slavery. “ The rccording of punishment by whipping,”
they add, * being consequent on limiting it to a given number of lashes,
and the Assembly being of opinion that in the kands of a relentless
cxeoutioner, a given number of stripes may, under the sanction of the
law, be so inflicted as to amount to an act of cruelty”—the Assembly
seem to have thought, that the ends of humanity would be best an-
swered, by leaving every man to give as many lashes as he pleased,
and by not requiring him to record them; but to refer it to the Justices,
on a complaint being made, to determine whether cruelty had been
committed or not.

This is a view of the subject, altogether worthy of the Assembly of
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Barbadoes! 1t is a view, however, from which it is but just to say, that
the Council of that Island have dissented. They passed a Bill for effecting
the very objects which the Assembly think so unnecessary, but it was
rejected in the lower house.

The case in Jamaica was similar; and the Council there, desirous
of delivering themselves from the discredit of having concurred with the
Assembly in rejecting so many measures of amelioration, presented an
address to the Duke of Manchester, at the close of the session, excul-
pating themselves from being parties to that rejection, saying, that
they had proposed a variety of amendments, to which the Assembly
had disagreed. The Duke nevertheless lauds the Assembly.

In the new slave law of Jamaica, in addition to the changes already
noticed, is a clause for obliging owners, who manumize old or infirm
slaves, to provide for them, by allowing them ten pounds a year.—The
law for punishing cruelty, has also undergone some modification; and
to brand a slave is now, for the first time, subjected to a penalty not
exceeding £100, (£70 sterling,) or a year’s imprisonment. In other
respects the mew law does not differ substantially from the old, of
which it retains with some slight change, we are sorry to say, the fol-
lowing unjust provision—** and if it shall appear to the Council of Pro-
tection that the complaint of the slave is frivolous or unfounded, it shall
be lawful for them to dismiss the complaint, and to direct such slave to
be delivered over to his master; or to direct such punishment, by con-
finement to hard labour, or whipping, or both, as to them may seem
_proper.”—TIt is still made a capital crime in a slave to compass or ima-
gine the death of a white person. This is indeed giving to each white
the attributes of a despot.

Some improvements are also introduced into the mode of conducting
the trial of slaves, but we think it a monstrous provision which excepts,
from the necessity of referring to the Governor all cases of capital pu-
nishment for his revision prior to the execution of the sentence, the
cases of rebellion and rebellious conspiracy; the very cases, of all others,
which the ends of justice require should be most calmly and dispas-
sionately investigated.

Two petitions having been presented from a few white persons in
each of the two parishes of St. James’s and St. Elizabeth’s, in favour of
‘the people of colour, an attempt was made, by one of the members
of the Assembly, to obtain for them some extension of civil and political
privileges, particularly the elective franchise, which it was proposed to
confer only on such as should possess freeholds of the value of £100
a year, (the qualification of a white being £10 a year); and also the
power of saving deficiencies for estates belonging to whites, on which
-persons of colour serving in the militia might be engaged as book-
keepers or overseers. The attempt however met with no support. The
only point gained for them has been the repeal of an act of the 10th of
Queen Anne, making it penal to employ a free black, an Indian, a per-
son of colour, or a Jew, in any public office. The heavy fees also
which it had been customary to exact from those who, by private
legislative acts, were raised to the privileges of the white class, have
been abolished.
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gested to him to withdraw his motion, and to lay the documents before
the Committee of Correspondence. This he accordingly did on the
following day, the 10th of November; when the Committee of Corre-
spondeace, apparently without having taken the slightest pains to en-
quire into the authenticity of these documents, for the slightest pains
would have at once discovered the utter spuriousness of the proclama-
tion, did, on that very day, resolve to direct that the documents should
be forwarded to the agent, for the purpose of being published in several
newspapers, both in England and Scotland, and a copy to be furnished
to every member of the Lords and Commons.

These orders were, in part, faithfully executed by the agent; and ac-
cordingly the proclamation, and its attendaut extracts from the Code
Rural, made their appearance, in due time, in the newspapers of England
and Scotland. Whether they have been transmitted to all the members of
the Lords and Commons, we know not. That part of the order may have
been suspended, by a discovery that the proclamation which formed the
main, indeed the only material feature in the case, was not only spuri-
ous, but an absolute forgery: Boyer's name having been fraudulently
affixed to it, by some one of those through whose hands it had passed.

With respect to the Code Rural, the parties possessing that docnment,
if there be any such document in their possession, have chosen to give
us only about 15 or 16 clauses out of at least 200, of which it is im-
plied that the code consists ; so that if it be not, as is most probable,
as spurious as the proclamation, it is sufficiently garbled and mutilated
to render this fragment of it an object of grave suspicion. Even of
these most suspicious extracts from an unproduced document, Mr. At-
kinson, and the committee of the Jamaica Assembly, grossly misrepre-
sent the purport. There is not the slightest allusion, in any one of them,
to corporal punishment, or a single syllable which, fairly construed, im-
plies more than the regulation of the hours of hired labour, and the re-
pression of vagrancy-—points which are no where more scrupulously
provided for, than they are by the laws of Great Britain. That such a
document, supposing it to be real, should be adduced as a proof of com-
pulsory labour, shews the desperate weakness of the cause it is employ-
ed to aid; and that it should be appended to a false and forged docu-
ment, by the very hands which have given it to the world, is a prima
Jacie ground of utter discredit, until information can be obtained from
some more direct and less polluted source. '

The above details respecting recent proceedings in the West Indies
are as accurate as we have been able to make them. They are taken
in every instance from the Colonial journals.* Still some variations,
either for the better or the worse, may have taken place in the details
of some of the enactments, by means of minute and unnoticed amend-
ments, before their being finally passed into a law; of these we shall be
anxious to apprise our readers, when the official documents shall be laid

* Viz. Royal Gazettes of Jamaica of the 21st of October ; 11th anq 25th of
November ; and 2d, 9th, 16th, and 28d of December ; and the Barbadian of the
8th of December, 1826. .
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given to Parliament and the country, in some most material respects ;
while some of the first provisions of that order have been further di-
luted and weakened by subsequent modifications. The discussions
with the authorities of Demerara, though occasionally manifesting
considerable firmness of purpose in the Colonial Department, at least
as far as this was to be inferred from the language of their dispatches,
have led to the concession, one by one, of some most important principles.
And the final result of these previous omissions, modifications, and
concessions, we have now embodied in the Ordinance for Berbice, which
falls nearly as far below the Trinidad Order, as the Trinidad order
fell below the pledges of Mr. Canning, and of the Colonial Department
itself in May and July, 1823.

In Number 11, of the Anti-Slavery Reporter* is contained a brief
exposition of the defects of the Trinidad Order as compared with the
pledges previously given by his Majesty’s Ministers. The code for
Berbice contains the defects of the former and some in addition. But
our present Number having alrcady swelled to an inordinate size we
must defer, till another opportunity, our intended examination of this
last ordinance. In the meantime it is very important that the Friends
~ of our cause, both in and out of Parliament, should be aware that
there exist objections, and strong objections too, to various particulars
contained in it.

Nor is this our opinion only. It is the opinion also of the colonists.
We have before us at this moment a passage contained in a Trinidad
Newspaper, which has been transcribed with approbation, and even
with exultation, into most of the other West Indian journals. We can
give only a few brief extracts from it.

“ The Berbice Royal Gazette contains,” they say, ¢ the official pro-
mulgation of the new slave code in that colony. In our next Number
‘we shall give our readers an abstract of its contents, distinguishing the
points in which it differs from the Trinidad order in council. At pre-
sent, we shall merely state that several very iniportant distinctions have
been made, particularly under the head of compulsory manumission,
respecting which the principles of Mr. Wilmot Horton’s pamphlet have
been adopted in their fullest extent.” ¢ Many of the most important
suggestions of the Trinidad Committee, in the appeal which they made
to Lord Bathurst, though ineffectual in procuring an alteration of their
own code, have been adopted by His Majesty’s Ministers in the Slave
laws of Demerara and Berbice; a conclusive proof that they are con-
vinced of their utility and necessity.” Royal Gazette of Jamaica, of
the 23d of December, 1826. p. 5.

* This Number is, in fact, a transcript of the pamphlet entitled, ¢ The Pro-
-gress of Colonial Reform,” sold by Hatchard.

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office,
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs. Hatchard’s, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch’s, Cornhill,
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depbts of the Anti-
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom.,

London : Bagster and ‘Thoms, 13, Bargholomew Close.
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The ¢ ANTI-SLAVERY MONTHLY RerorTER” will be ready for delivery on the
firat day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti-
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred, when not exceeding
half a sheet, and in proportion, when it exceeds that quantity. All persons wish-
ing to receive aregular supply, are requested to make application to theSecretary,
at the Society’s office, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by
which they may be most conveniently sent. Single Copies may be had of all
" booksellers and newsmen, at the rate of 2d. per sheet of sixteen pages.

MISCELLANEQUS INFORMATION :(—SUGAR MONOPOLY; EAST
INDIA TRADE; MANUFACTURING DISTRESS; EFFECTS OF
MONOPOLY ON PLANTERS AND SLAVES; HAYTI, CODE
RURAL; OUTRAGE IN JAMAICA ; MANCHESTER PETITION, &c.

In the continued absence of all official information respecting what
has been passing in our Colonies, on the subject of Reform, we cannot
better employ the pages of this month’s Reporter than in collecting
together the substance of a variety of papers which have recently
appeared on several important Colonial questions. And, first, with
Tespect to

THE MONOPOLY ENJOYED BY SLAVE-HOLDERS.

The West Indians have embodied their arguments in favour of this
"monopoly, in a new periodical work, called ¢ The West Indian
Reporter,” of which two numbers only have appeared. This work,
evidently instituted to counteract the effect of our Reporter, furnishes
a satisfactory proof of its efficiency. We will briefly state the argu-
ments of this new advocate, accompanying them with the substance of
the answers which those arguments have already received. -

I. The Corn-protecting Duties of this country are a precedent for
the Protecting Duties on West Indian Produce; and this Protection
is still more mecessary when the Americans refuse to permit the
West Indian Islands to be supplied with provisions direct from tha
country,and subject the Colonists to the heavy additional expense o
obtaining supplies from more distant places.

Although all monopolies are liable to objection on principle, there is
still a wide difference between those monopolies which are intended to
uphold a useful and influential class of men in their proper station, and
those monopolies which raise individuals above their natnral condition,
and remove them from their true sphere of usefulness. The corn-pro-
tecting duties are intended to prevent the English land-owner, who can
grow nothing else but produce for home consumption, from being
crushed by competition with foreigners in the production, for his own
home market, of the universal food of the people. These duties are in-





















































































































352 RURAL CODE OF HAYTI.

192. Whenever a public or private road needs repair, the officer of
“the Rural Police shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the.
Commune,

193. If the repairs are of small importance, the Commandant of the
Commune shall order them to be done. But if they require many
hands, he shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the Department
that it may be promptly accelerated. The Council of Agriculture
of the Section shall mg)rm the Council of Notables of the work which
is to be done.

194. The number of labourers necessary for any particular repair,
shall be taken from the plantation rolls mentioned in article 132, in
proportion to the labouring population of each, which is bound to assist
in the work.

195. Those proprietors who have not four labourers attached to
their estate, shall in no case furnish more than one labourer for the
repairs of roads.

196. Every cultivator ordered to work in repamng the roads, who
shall not come to that work, shall pay a fine of six quarter dollars
a week, or be imprisoned for one week; and this shall not exempt him
from workmg the week following.

197. Every proprietor, or chief renter of a plantation, who, having
received a demand for labourers, shall not furnish them, shall be liable
to a fine of three dollars for each labourer not furnished ; half the fine
to be paid to the chest of fines, and half to be employed in replacing
the labourers.

198. Labourers called out to repair the roads, shall bring the tools
and agricultural instruments used on the plantation, otherwise the
officer of the Rural Police shall furnish them with tools with which he -
is to be supplied by the administration, and upon the report of it being
made to the Justice of Peace of the Commune, he shall sentence the
proprietor of the plantation to which the defaulters may belong, or his
representative, to reimburse to the administration double the value of
the tools furnished.

199. When means of transport are wanted for the repair of pubhc
or private roads, the estates having wains or carts shall send them ;
in default of wains or carts, cattle shall be supplied.

200. The supply of eight beasts of burden, shall be equal to the

supply of one cart with its team. -
" 201. No person shall, for his private interests, take, from the: repalr
of the roads, those who are sent to work upon them. Every one con-
travening this order shall pay fifty dollars for each labourer so with-
drawn, even for one day The director of the work shall call over the
labourers every morning, t6 ascertain their presence.

202. The labourers ordered on the public roads, shall present them-
selves on Monday morning, not to quit while the work shall last, until
Fnday evening.

. Passed in the Chamber of Commons, at Port-au—Pnnce, on the
2lst of April, 1826, 23d year of Iudependence.

Mvuzaixne, President of the Chamber.
Pre. Junca, and ARDOUIN, Secretafies.
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command, as caprice or passion dictates,” sometimes by one slave “ at
his discretion on another slave,” sometimes by the orders of ‘“the
book-keeper, or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order.”

Only match this single enactment against all the severities of the
Haytian code, “just and severe” as they are represented to be, and they
all at once assume an aspect of lenity and indulgence.

" But to come to these “just” yet ‘““severe” enactments, which have
infuged such joy into the minds of all the wielders and advocates of the
cart-whip, and which they seem to flatter themselves are to establish
its empire for ever; the only comment we shall deem it necessary to
make upon them, in the mass, will be taken from the “ Commentaries
on the Laws of England in Five Books, by Sir William Blackstone,
one of the Justices of His Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas, (the
Eleventh Edition;)” who, in the same breath that he declares that
¢ the law of England abhors and will not endure the existence of
slavery within this nation,” (Book I. p. 424,) yet adds, ¢ The first sort
of servants acknowledged by the law of England are menial servants ;
so called from being inéra menia, or domestics. The contract between
them and their masters arises upon the hiring. If the hiring be general,
without any particular time limited, the law construes it to be hiring for
a year, upon @ principle of natural equity that the servant shall serve,
and the master maintain him, throughout all the revolutions of the
respective seasons, as well when thereis work to be done as when there
is not; but the contract may be made for any larger or smaller term.
All single men between twelve years old and sixty, and married ones -
under thirty years of age, and all single women between twelve and
forty, not having any visible livelikood, are compelluble, by two Jus-
tices; to go out lo service in HUSBANDRY, or certain specific trades,
for the promotion of honest industry ; and no master can put away his _
servant, or servant leave his master, after being so retained, either
before or at the end of his term, without a quarter’s warning, unless
upon reasonable cause, to be allowed by a Justice of the Peace ; but
they may part by consent, or make a special bargain.” -Book I. p. 425.

Again: “ A third species of servants are labourers, who are only
hired by the day or the week, and do not live intra menia, as part of
the family ; concerning whom the statutes before cited, (5 Eliz. c. 4.
and 6 Geo. III. c. 26,) have made many VERY Goop regulations :
1, Directing that all persons who have no visible effects may be com-
PELLED fo work: 2, Defining How LONG they must continue at work
in summer and in winter: 3, Punishing such as leave or desert their
work : 4, Empowering the Justices qt Sessions, or the Sheriff of the
county to settle their wages: and, 5, Inflicting penalties on' such as
either give or exact more wages than are so settled.” Book I. p. 427."

- The parallelism between the “ very good regulations” of Mr. Justice
Blackstone, and the provisions of -the Haytian Code, is certainly not a
little remarkable. We are not bound, neither are we disposed, to be-
stow any laudatory epithets either on the laws of Elizabeth or of George
the Third, to which Sir William Blackstone has referred us; or on the
corresponding clauses of the Haytian Code. We merely maintain, and
it is all that our purpose requires us to maintain, that, be the polic

or the humanity of those clauses what it may, they are to the full
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prived of the benefit of this contract, by the incapacities of a pregnant
state, but, though relieved on that account, for a time, from their share
of the labour, are still allowed to share in the proceeds of that labour.

One of the grand securities of Haytian happiness and freedom, how-
ever, is to be found in the absence of all those invidious distinctions,
arising from the colour of the skin as being the livery of slavery,
which proves the curse of the African and his descendants in our slave
colonies. In the Haytian Courts of Justice, the evidence .of no man
or woman whatever is precluded. There all, of all ranks, stand on an
equal footing ; and this circumstance, especially when superadded to
the absence of the cartwhip; and to the substitution, for its stimulus,
of self-interest as the spring of action, and of industrious effort; makes
a difference in the two states of being so large, as scarcely to admit
of calculation or comparison.

THE WEST INDIAN REPORTER. :

This Work has chosen to give a representation of the New Jamaica
Slave Act, against which we are obliged to warn our readers as unfair
and fallacious. In our Reporter, No. 21, we also gave an account of
it; but the error of that accoant is, that we attributed to the Jamaica
Asséembly more credit for improvement than the Act, now that we have
it before us, justifies.—But of this more hereafter.

The West Indian Reporter chooses also to be mightily indignant be-
cause we have dared to represent Colonial slavery as a crime, and to
affirm that, as a crime, it is liable to the divine displeasure. Notwith-
standing, however, all his hard phrases, we must still maintain that
Colonial slavery is a crime of a ve:‘y deep dye—that it involves injus-
tice, cruelty, oppression, unbounded profligacy of manners, robbery,
murder,—all which various properties of this unnatural, and unchristian
state of being, we must also take the liberty of designating as crimes—
as crimes, which if not repented of and forsaken, must, if there be truth
in the word of God, ensure, to those who live in the practice of them,
punishment, either here or hereafter.

PETITIONS AGAINST COLONIAL MONOPOLY.

We inserted, in our last Number, the substance of the very able pe-
“tition of the merchants and manufacturers of Manchester, against the
continuance of the present restrictions on our trade. The Chambers
of Commerce of Manchester and Birmingham, and the merchants and
manufacturers of Leeds and other places, have followed the example,
and have called earnestly on parliament to apply a remedy to the wide
spread distress, in the manufacturing districts, by adopting those
measures which ¢ the considerations of justice and of consistent
policy suggest, for equalizing -the -duties on the productions of our
East and West Indian possessions; and for thus indefinitely extend-
ing the range of our commercial and manufacturing industry, skill,
and capital.” : '
Mr. Whitmore is to bring forward the whole subject on the 3rd of
May.

Loudon : Bagster and Thoms, 14, Bartholomew Clese.


















































































































