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Surface water supplies could be variable in Arizona arwestern New Mexico if the current weather patterns ho]While storage in major reservoirs is generally above
average, streamflow forecasts for the January-May pericall for only 40% to 75% of average runoff. The Salt
is forecast at 48%, the Verde River at 39%, and Tonto
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infl W t0 Salt Rlver Pr Ject is forecas

365,000 acre feet. The San Francisco River is forecas73/ at Glenwood and 69% at Clifton. On the Gila River
runoff is expected to be 70% at Gila, 65% at Virden 6
the Head of Safford Valley, and 64% at Calva. Inflow
Carlos is forecast at 100,000 acre feet. The Little
Colorado River should produce 50% of average inflow to
Lake with 74% of average flow at Greer. The Mimbres R
is forecast to run 54% of average. Inflow to Lake Pow,
the Colorado River is forecast to be 10,600,000 acre f,
142% of average.

The snowpack is below average in almost all areas. Snc
data collected near January 1 showed the snow water
equivalent to be 53% of average on the Salt River, 84%
the Verde River, 50% on the San Francisco-Gila basin 6
the upper Little Colorado, and 25% on the Mimbres
watershed. The areas running above average are the Gra
Canyon at 120% and the San Francisco Peaks at 172%. Tti
Chuska Mountains are estimated to be about 175% of aver

PRECIPITATION:
Precipitation for the total October-December period has
ranged from 93% on the Salt River basin to 156% on the i

Mimbres watershed. October precipitation ran from 81%
jthe Lower Colorado River area of northwest Arizona to 3

on the Mimbres. Western New Mexico stations received t
greatest amounts in October. In November, the storms !

produced more in Arizona and precipitation ranged from i

on the Mimbres to 298% on the Verde River basin. It wa
November precipitation that established the snowpack.
December was very dry, ranging from 14% of average on til

Verde and Mimbres watersheds to 44% on the Lower Colora.
area.



Major reservoirs reported generally above average storage
for January 1. A combined storage of 1,670,000 acre feet
was reported by Salt River Project at 83% of capacity. San
Carlos was 89% full with 830,000 acre feet. Lake Pleasant
contained 82,000 acre feet at 52% of capacity. Lake Powell,
Mead, Mohave, and Havasu on the Colorado River held
48,693,000 acre feet at 91% of capacity. Lyman Lake held
22,500 acre feet and Showlow Lake, 2,200 acre feet. Near
Prescott, Watson Lake contained 3,500 acre feet and Willow
Lake 3,700 acre feet.

With the exception of the Verde River and Tonto Creek, most
major streams had near to above average runoff in October
and November. December was a very dry month and streamflow
declined to well below average.

Observed Streamflow -
January 1, 1986

1985 Streamflow - % of Average

Stream Oct. Nov. Dec.

San Francisco - Glenwood 149 131
San Francisco - Clifton 171 95 47
Gila - Glla 500 98
Gila - Virden 644 158 72
Gila - Solomon 343 144 53
Gila - Calva 375 22 g 10 5
Salt - Roosevelt 97 149 59
Verde - abv. Horseshoe 65 182 70
Tonto Cr. - Roosevelt 44 559 33

All streamflow forecasts are coordinated between the Soil
Conservation Service and the National Weather Service, All

f average are based on the 20 year
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SALT RIVER BASIN

STREAHFLOH FORECASTS

FORECAST 20 YR. HOST HOST REAS, REA9, PEAK PEAK LOH Lai"
AVE. PROBABLE PROBABLE MAX. HIN, FLOW FLQH

_._
aOOMF1 a 00fln aAVEl) <> ttAVE,) (CFB) DATE (CFS) DATE

~~~"*' "*""*"""*""""""^**'"" fc'""""*"""""" *"*- *< -" - -^*.,

wit JAN-MAY 466 225 48 H2 14
JANUARY 53 25 47 2AO IB

sevalt JAH-HAY 96,8 20 20 B7 A
JANUARY 20 3 is igo 5

RESERVOIR STORAGE (1000AF) WATERSHED BNOMPACK ANALYSIS

USEABLE t II USEABLE STORAGE HO^ THis"YEAB"As"rnr
CAPACITYI THIS LAST HATERSHED COURSES :_.^_!L?

[J_*** l ^l AVE.D LAST YR, AVERAGE

1 1709.0 1571.4 H4G.3 1115.0 SALT RIVER 8 3fl 33

157. A 107,5 82. 4 7.0

tmn diviraioni or chtngas in rBarvoir itorigf.
11-80 period,
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OUTLOOK:

January 1, 1986

The Verde River is forecast to run only 39% of average over

the January-May period. Inflow to Lake Mary is expected tc

be near 5700 acre feet. Granite Creek and Willow Creek are

forecast to produce only 900 and 800 acre feet
'

respectively. Total precipitation since October 1 has beer

134% of average, but December was only 14%. Observed flow

on the Verde was 65% of average in October, 182% in

November, and 70% in December. The January 1 snowpack was

84% of average. Salt River Project reservoirs on "the Verde

River held 222,000 acre feet at 72% of capacity. Watson

Lake held 3500 acre feet and Willow Lake 3700 acre feet.

For further information contact your local Soil Conservatic

Service office.



VERDE RIUER BASIN

STREAHFLflH FORECASTS

1961-60 period,



Mountain snowpack* (inches) Precipitation* (percent of normal)

Maximum f
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Current Monthly precipitation Year to date precipitation

WATER SUPPLY

OUTLOOK:

January 1
,

1986
;

January-May streamflow forecasts are below average on the

San Francisco and Gila Rivers. Runoff is forecast to be 69%.

of average at Clifton, 65% at Virden, and 62% at the Head of!

Safford Valley. Inflow to San Carlos reservoir at Calva is

forecast at 100,000 acre feet or 64% of average. Total
;

October-December precipitation was 118% of average while ;

December itself was only 30%. Snow water equivalent on !

January 1 was only 50% of average. Streamflow at Solomon
;

was 348% of average in October, 144% in November, and 58% in

December. Storage in San Carlos reservoir was 830,000 acre
j

feet at 89% of capacity. Painted Rock reservoir held 28,000

acre feet.

For further information contact your local Soil Conservation

Service office.



SAM FRANCISCO - UPPER GILA RIVER BASIN

STREAHFLOH FORECASTS



Mountain snowpack* (inches) Precipitation* (percent of normal)

'Based on selected stations

Maximum
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Current Monthly precipitation Year to date precipitat

WATER SUPPLY

OUTLOOK:

January 1, 1986
j

Runoff on the upper Little Colorado River is forecast to \

50% of average at Lyman reservoir and 74% at Greer over tt

January-June period. Precipitation has averaged 96% sincb
October 1, but only 21% in December. The January 1 snowp^was rated at 62% of average. The Chuska Mountains are i

estimated to be about 175% of average. Reservoir storage!
January 1 was 22,500 acre feet in Lyman reservoir and 2200
acre feet in Showlow Lake. i

For further information contact your local Soil Conservati
Service office.



LITTLE COLORADO RIVER BASIN

STREAHFLOH FORECASTS

r POINT

FORECAST 20 YR. MOST HOST REAS, REAS. PEAK PEAK LOW LOU

AUE, PROBABLE PROBABLE MAX. HIM. FLOW FLOW

PERIOD UOOOAF) UOOOAF) UAVE.) (X AVE,) (X AVE.) (CFSJ DATE (CF8) DATE

.DRADO RIVER at Greer JAH-JUN fl.B A. 5 73 1Q1 45

.ORADO RIVER ab Lynan Res JAH-JUN 14.2 7.1 52 1A2 21

DORADO RIVER at Woodruff NOV-JUN 17.3 15 B6 231 5

ted fop upstreas diversions or changes in reservoir storage,

e is for 1941-80 period.



Mountain snowpack* (inches) Precipitation* (percent of normal)

Maximum

Minimum

Average
-

Current Monthly precipitation Year to date precipitalioi

WATER SUPPLY

OUTLOOK:

January 1 ,
1986

Inflow to Lake Powell on the Colorado River is forecast to

be 10,600,000 acre feet or 142% of average over the period

April through July. The April-June forecast for the Virgin

River at Littlefield is for 69% of average flow.

Precipitation in northwestern Arizona ran 112% of average

for October through December. December was only 44% of

average. The January 1 snowpack was rated at 120% of

average, mainly in the area of the Grand Canyon. Combined

storage in Lakes Powell, Mead, Mohave, and Havasu was
;

48,692,600 acre feet on January 1 at 91% of capacity. Water

releases at Parker Dam were reported to be 21,900 cubic feet

per second near January 1.
i

For further information contact your local Soil Conservation

Service office. ',



LOWER COLORADO RIVER BASIN

STREAHFLOH FORECASTS

ected for upatraaa diversions or changes in reservoir storage.



Mountain snowpack* (Inches) Precipitation* (percent of normal)
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OUTLOOK:

January 1 ,
1986

The discharge of the Mlmbres River Is forecast to be 54X of

average for January through May. Although precipitation has

averted 156% since October 1, December pr.cipit.tlon was

only 14% of average. The January 1 snowpack was only 25% of

average.

For further information contact your local Soil Conservation

Service office.



MIHBRES RIVER BASIN

STREAHFLOH FORECASTS

NT

FORECAST 20 YR. HOST HOST REAS. REAS. PEAK PEAK LOH LOU
AvE. PROBABLE PROBABLE HAX. HIM. FLQH FLOW

PERIOD (1000AF) (1000AF) (Z AVE.) (X AVE.) (X AVE.) (CFS) DATE (CF8) DATE

near Hiobres JAN-HAY 5.4 2.9 IBS IB

or upstresi diversions or changes in reservoir storage*
for 19il-80 period.



DATA SITES USED TO DETERMINE SNOW PACK WATER EQUIPMENT

SALT RIVER

Baldy
Beaverhead

Coronado Trail

Forest Dale Alternate

Hannagan Meadows
Heber

Maverick Fork

Workman Creek

VERDE RIVER

Baker Butte

Baker Butte #2
Chalender

Copper Basin Divide

Fort Valley

Gaddes Canyon
Happy Jack

Mingus Mountain

Morman Mountain

Mormon Mt. Summit #2
White Horse Lake Jet.

Williams Ski Run

GILA/SAN FRANCISCO RIVER

Beaverhead

Coronado Trait

Frisco Divide

Hannagan Meadows

Signal Peak Snotel

Silver Creek Divide

State Line

LITTLE COLORADO RIVER

Baldy
Cheese Spring

Heber

Nutrioso

Promontory Butte

LOWER COLORADO RIVER

Bright Angel
Grand Canyon

SAN FRANCISCO PEAKS

Inner Basin #1

Inner Basin #2
Snow Bowl #1 Alternate

Snow Bowl #2

CHUSKA MOUNTAINS

Bowl Canyon
Tsaile Canyon #1

Tsaile Canyon #2
Wheatfields

Whiskey Creek

MIMBRES RIVER

Emory Pass #2

McKnight Cabin

Signal Peak Snotel



STATIONS USED TO DETERMINE PERCENT OF NORMAL PRECIPITATION

SALT RIVER

Alpine R.S.

Baldy Snotel

Black River Pumps
Buck Spring Snotel

Coronado Trail Snotel

Hannagan Meadows Snotel

Heber Snotel

Maverick Fork Snotel

Pleasant Valley R.S.

Promontory Snotel

Sierra Ancha

Tonto Fish Hatchery
Wildcat Snotel

Workman Creek Snotei

VERDE RIVER

Ashfork

Baker Butte Snotel

Beaver Creek R.S,

Copper Basin Divide

Flagstaff

Fort Valley

Fry Snotel

Happy Jack

Mingus Mountain

Mormon Mountain Snotel

Payson R.S.

Prescott

Sugar Loaf Snotel

White Horse Lake Snotel

LITTLE COLORADO RIVER

Baldy Snotel

Buck Spring Snotel

Flagstaff

Heber Snotel

Holbrook

Mormon Mountain Snotel

Promontory Snotel

Springerville

Tuba City

Window Rock

LOWER COLORADO RIVER

Bright Angel
Colorado City

Fredonia

Grand Canyon

Kingman

Page
Williams

GILA/SAN FRANCISCO RIVER

Alpine R.S.

Beaverhead R.S.

Clifton

Coronado Trail Snotel

Frisco Divide Snotel

Hannagan Meadows Snotel

Lookout Mountain Snotel

Luna R.S.

Reserve R.S.

Safford Exp. Farm

Signal Peak Snotel

Silver City

Silver Creek Divide Snotel

Fort Bayard

MIMBRES RIVER

Mimbres R.S.

Signal Peak Snotel








