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y The Art of the Moving Picture 
By Vachel Lindsay (1879-1931) 

"This 1922 book by poet and sometime cultural critic Vachel Lindsay might have been the 
first to treat the then-new medium of moving pictures as an art form, one that was 
potentially as rich, complex, mysterious as far older ones, and whose physical and 
aesthetic properties were only starting to be understood. The highlight of the book might 
be “The Motion Picture of Fairy Splendor,” which examines the relationship between film 
storytelling, magic, myths, legends and bedtime stories. It’s discombobulating, in a good 
way, to read Lindsay’s attempts to grapple with what, precisely, cinema is. Being 
supposedly sophisticated 21st century people, we all feel as though we know what cinema 
is, and don’t need to have the basics explained to us, but this is really just vanity and 
ignorance talking. Bottom line: You haven’t really, seriously thought about movies — what 
they are, and what they can and cannot do, and become — until you’ve read this book." 
(Salon.com) 

Total running time: 07:06:49.  Read by Chuck Williamson, Barbara Clements, Availle, 
Kristingj, John Gonzalez, klbonds, Shannon EH Sobota, Delmar H. Dolbier, Jacob Paul Starr, 
ToddHW, David Nicol, Robert Hoffman, Joannemmp, Barbara Miller, & klbonds. Book 
Coordinator: Chuck Williamson. Dedicated Proof-Listener: Rapunzelina. Meta-
Coordinator/Cataloging: Guero. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover photograph by unknown photographer (c. 1916). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, and all countries 
with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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