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IT is now more than two months fince the
Jubflance of the following pages was delivered from
the pulpit, the Author having been exercifed with
perfonal affliction, and a very painful difpenfation
in his family; the death of one dear daughter, and
2w other children_apparently brought to the gates
of death : during which time, he has had peculiar
reafon to admire the goodnefs and faithfulnefs of a
covenant God, which be defires to recordwith gra-
titude; as alfs the -kind and affeétionate attention of
many dear Chriftian friends, during the painful
vifitation. Being through rich mercy in meafure

recoveredy he has ferioufly reviewed the fubjec?, and .
is fatisfied that the fentiments advanced are agree- .

able to the Word of God; and as Juch be commits
them tothe divine bleffing.  There are many faith-
Jul minifters of Fefus Chrift, from whom he con-
Jcientioufly differs, for whom he feels the moff cor-
dial efteem, and with whom he defires to cultivate
real friendfbip; and be breathes the language :f
bis beart, when he adds—Grace, Mercy, and
Peace be multiplied toward all thofe who leve our
Lord Fefus Chrift in fincerity.

NO, II, UNION PLACE, BLACKFRIARS ROAD.

0CTORER 13, 1797.
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and they are written for our admonition :,
wherefore let him that thinketh he ftand-’
eth take heed left he fall.”” The dear
children of God, though they fhall never’
fall into hell, may fall into error, and fin, -
fo as to difhonour the Lord, wound their
own confciences, and grieve their fellow-
chriftians.—Therefore, watch and pray,
left ye be overcome and fall by temptation.

The words of the text, as they will
apply to fubjeéts in general, upon which
minifters of Jefus Chrift may-be called to
fpeak, are by no means improper on the
prefent folemn occafion. I fhall, there-
fore, as the Lord may enable me, endea-
vour to addrefs you in a very ferious and
affeCtionate manner.—I f{peak as to wife
men ; judge ye what I fay.

Some of you, very-probably, poflefs
a confiderable degree of natural and acquir-
ed wifdom ; confequently are wife men as
to the things of the prefent world: and
many of you, having been taught by the
Holy Spirit, are, I believe, made wife unto.
falvation. However, remember you have

A4 nothing
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have devoted their time to ftudy and feri-
ous inquiry after truth ? I revere the man
of found learning, though I can lay no
claim to it myfelf : I venerate the aged
minifter of the Blefled Jefus, whofe hair
is grown grey in the ways of righteoufnefs.
If I differ from fuch in fome particulars,
I doit con{cientioufly. But, after all, men
have been, in fome refpects, miftaken ;—
men are ftill fallible creatures, who know
but in part: therefore, Call no man mafter
upon earth ; for one is your mafter, if ye
are chriftians, even Chrift. The rule, the
only rule, the everlafting rule by which we
are to judge and determine, with reference
to divine truth, is the facred word of God.
— To the law and to the teftimony ; if
men fpeak not according to this word, it
is becaufé (in that particular) there is no
light in them.” Again: ¢ Search the
Scripture |—What faith the Scripture ?—
How readeft thou ?” I do, therefore,
ferioufly exhort you to compare what you
may hear at this time with the oracles of
God.——Judge ye what I fay.

A ~ Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Remark, it is confiftent with
ftri¢t integrity toward God, and faithfulnefs
in the difcharge of his duty, for a minifter
of Jefus Chrift to treat his hearers with
affection, and even thofe who may differ
from him with refpect. Bitter inve&ives
and foul calumny do niot, by any means,
become the followers of the meek and lowly
Jefus. ¢ In meeknefs we are to inftruét:
thofe that oppofe themfelves, if peradven-
ture God may give them repentance to the
acknowledgement of the truth.” The text
is the language of kindnefs—¢ I fpeak as
to wife men ; judge ye what I fay.” There
are minifters of the glorious Gofpel, who
occafionally labour in this town, from
whom I confcientioufly differ with reference-
to Baptifm, but for whom I havea fincere:
perfonal refpect.

I now proceed to addrefs my dear hearers
as perfons of intelligence, capable of com-
paring what they hear with the bleffed word
of God. As the ordinance of Baptifm is
now to be adminiftered, you will naturally

expet to hear fomething relative to that
facred
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facred inftitution ; but my addrefs fhall
not be confined to this fubje&, as I wifh.
to {peak to you on things of Rill greater
importance,—things eflential to your hap-
pinefs and mine.

I will fpeak to you, firft, concerning the
moft miferable condition into which man-
kind univerfally are fallen, by original
apoftacy from God, and by a¢tual violations
of his holy law. All are become guilty,
are under the curfes of a broken covenant,

and expofed to the everlafting wrath of .

Jehovah. ¢ Whatfoever the lawfaith, it
faith to them that are underthe law ; that
every mouth may be ftopped, and all the
world become guilty before God.” Rom.
iil. 19." ¢ They are all gone afide ; they
are altogether become filthy ; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one.” Pfa. xiv. 3.
¢« Curfed is every one, who continueth not
in all things written in the book of the law,
to do them.” Gal.iii. 10. And ¢ The
wages of fin is death.” Rom. vi. 23.—
Judge ye what I fay. May the Lord, by
the almighty energy of bis Holy Spirit, give

AG you
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you to know and feel thefe things, that
you may cry for mercy !

Again, T will fpeak to you relative to
the way of pardon, peace with God, and
eternal happinefs. Salvation fprings from
the free and fovereign favour of Jehovah.
—By grace are ye faved. The important
blefling was obtained by the obedience,
fufferings, death, and refurreGtion of the
Son of God, in our nature, who, being
made perfect through fufferings, is become
the author of eternal falvation to all them
that obey him. So that there is no pardon
for the guilty —no acceptance for the un-
godly— no peace for the diftreffled—no hap-
pinefs for the miferable, but through faith
in the perfon, obedience, facrifice, and in-
- terceffion of the adorable Immanuel.—
¢« Neither is there falvation in any other :
for, there is no other name, under heaven,
given among men, whereby we muft be
faved.” Asiv.12. Confider what Ifay;
and may the Lord give you underftanding
in thefe things. '

Farther,
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Farther, Give me leave to {peak to you
refpe&ing the nature and neceflity of the
work of the Holy Spirit upon your hearts ;
for Except a man be born again, he cannot
-fee the kingdom of God. Johniii.3. Remem-
ber the fpeaker in this chapter is the great
prophet of the church ; a teacher fent from
God ; of whom it was faid, ¢ Never man
fpake like this man!” Oh! that I could
fo {peak, as to affe& your confciences upon
this very important {fubjet! But it may.
be fome of my hearers may fay—¢ Why
¢ all this earneftnefs ? I have been prefent
“ when children have been baptized ;
¢ 1 have feen the minifter fign them with
¢ the fign of the Crofs; T have heard him
¢ afterwards addrefs the people prefent, in
 the following words : ¢ Seeing now,
¢ dearly beloved brethren, that this child
¢ is regenerate; and grafted into the body
¢ of Chrift’s church, let us give thanks to
¢ Almighty God for thefe benefits.’—
“ He has then added, ¢ We give thee
¢ hearty thanks, moft merciful Father, that
¢ it hath: pleafed thee to regenerate this
. ¢ In-
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< infant with thy Holy Spirit, to recene
~ ¢ him for thineown child by adoption, zud
¢ to mcorporate him into thy holy ciuich.
¢« Yea, more; when 1 was under the -
< ftruttions of my parents or fcheolmatter,
« ] was taught to reply, in anfwer to the
¢ fecond queftion in the Catechifin—Who
« gave you this name? My godfathers
« and godmothers, in my baptifm; where-
¢ in I was made a member of Chrifl, a
« child of God, and an inheritor of the
¢ kingdom of heaven! Have I not, there-
<« fore, been born again ?—am 1 not a
¢¢ chriftian?” Thefe are the very things
I was taught to repeat when I was a boy;
but do they agree with the word of God ?
—Judge ye.

.Suffer me to afk, is there a ferious
thoughtful perfon in this congregation,
who does not tremble at the thought of
fuch fentiments being inftilled into the
tender minds of children ? Remember,
thefe things are not taught by Proteftant
Diffenters, but by perfons of a different
perfuafion. Confider, therefore, whoever

: i were
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were your parents, or whatever their cha-
rater, whether pious or profane, that Ye
muft be bora again. Take heed of the
flattering idea of federal holinefs, as thouglr
the children of the godly were much better
than others. Is it thus?—Anfwer this, ye
mourning though believing parents, who:
have often wept over your difobedtent chil-
dren, and fay where is the evidence of fuch
federal holihefs? Are our children better
than others ? ¢ No, in no wife.” Rom.
. 9. ’ ,

Unlefs the foul be quickened by the
Holy Spirit, and made alive to God, per-
fons -have no experimental knowledge of
divine truth, no true faith in the precious
blood and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift,
nor any genuine love to God : for, ¢ The
natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, &c.” 1 Cor. ii. 14—
Hence arifes the abfolute neceflity of being
made new creatures in Chrift Jefus. Paufe,
and confider thefe things. .

Once more: 1 obferve, believers are.
under infinite obligations to our Lord Jefus -

_ Chrift,
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God abideth on him.” John iii. 36.—
Again, ¢ He that believeth not, fhall be
damned.” Mark xvi.16. O folemn wards!
But if any finner, however vile, hag an
intereft in what the blefled Redeemer has .
done for his people ; and if this is made
known to his -heart by the Spirit of Truth,..
fo that he is brought humbly and entirely
to depend on the blood and righteoufnefs
of the divine Mediator ; he fhall be eter-
nally faved,—yea, even though it thould
be at the eleventh hour, fo that he may
never have an opportunity of performing,
one a& of external obedience to the will
of God our Saviour. Witnefs the dying
thief on Calvary—Behold a man, who had
lived without God in the world; a tranf-
greffor of the laws of his country fuffering
condign punifhment, according to his own
words—¢ We receive the due reward of
our. deeds.!” Perhaps, when he was firft
nailed to the crofs, he defpifed the only
Saviour of finners; we are informed that
¢ The tHIEVES, alfo, which were cru-
cified with him, caft reproach in his teeth.”
Matt.
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Matt. xxvil. 44. Admire the freenefs,,
riches, and power of invincible grace !—
The thief cried for mercy! ¢ Lord, re-
member me, when thou comeft into thy
kingdom I”* To Aim, the compaffionate
Saviour replied—¢ To-day fhalt thou be
‘with me in paradife |”’——Encouraging
example of fovereign grace !

The quettion, therefore, my dear hearers,
is not, What is effential to falvation >—but,
What is the will of Jefus Chrift, our Law-
givery and our King 2 I truft, when the
Lord was pleafed to open my eyes, I was
led to refle&t-as follows :—Once a rebel
againft .the Majefty of Heaven, under the
curfes of a broken law, and expofed tothe
everlafting difpleafure of a righteous, fin-
avenging God ; without either will or
power to deliver my own foul; Jefus, as
the effe¢t of infinite love, became my
furety—died in my ftead—thed his precious
blood for the remiffion of my numerous
and crimfon fins—rofe for my juftification
—lives to intercede for me in heaven—and
he has fent forth his good Spirit, to con-

vince
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vince me of fin and to lead me to himfelf:
Oh! matchlefs grace! I am not my own,
I am bought witha price !—¢ Lord ! what
wilt thou have me to do?” I heard him
fay in his word, ¢ Ifye love me, keep my
commandments.” ¢ Ye are my friends,
if ye dp whatfoever 1 command you.”’—
and ¢ Why call ye me, Lord! Lord!
and do not the things that I fay ?* Feel-
ing the conftraining power of divine love,
a believer fhould fay—

‘Through floods and flames, if Jesvs lead,
I'll follow where he goes :

o Hinder me not!”—fhall be my cry,
Though earth and hell oppofe.

- With fuch f{entiments and feelings,.
I was enabled to embrace the ordinance of
Believer’s Baptifm more than nineteen years
ago; and I declare before the Lord, that
it does appear with increafing evidence to
my mind, to be according to the word of
God : fo that, upon the moft ferious re-.
fle(tion, notwithftanding all the reproach

which
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which has been and is caft upon the Bap-
tifts, I efteem it an honour and happinefs
to be a minifter-¢f Jelus Chrift, of the
Particular Baptift denomination.—I {peak
thefe things, in the fear of God, as to wife
men ; judge ye what I fay.

I now proceed to ftate a few thmgs to
you, relative to the folemn ordinance about
to be adminiftered in this place this even-
ing. It is not my intention to make pofi-
tive or dogmatical affertions, much lefs with -
improper temper to refle¢t upon thofe who
confcientioufly differ from me. T will en-
deavour ferioufly and candidly to ftate my
own views of this fubje&, and to adduce
fuch evidence as fatisfies my own con-
{cience : compare what ye hear with the
word of God, and judge ye what I fay.

Firft, I believe Baptifm to be an ordi-
nance of God, ‘which ought ftill to be kept
. as it 'was delivered. '

Secondly, I believe the proper fubjeéts
of this divine ordinance are fuch as profefs
repentance toward God, and faith toward
our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and no other per-
fons. ' Thirdly,

¥
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Thirdly, I believe that Bapti{m is never
properly adminiftered, but when it is done
according to the revealed will of God ; and

at it is never_adminiftered agreeably to
divine appointment, unlefs the fubject is
immerfed, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.
“The firft propofition—namely, that Bap-
tifm is an ordinance of God, which ought
ftill to be kept as it was delivered—will,
I prefume, be difputed but by few: it is
generally allowed, by perfons profefling
Chriftianity (except the people called
Quakers) that Baptifm is what is termed =
a ftanding ordinance of the Gofpel;—
I conceive our Lord’s words confirm this
idea—¢ Go ye, therefore, and teach all
nations ; baptizing them, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghoft! - Teaching them to obferve
all things, whatfoever I have commanded
you: and lo! I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world I The promife .
implies, that it would be the duty and
pratice of the minifters of Jefus Chrift,

to
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to teach and baptize, even unto the end
of the world; and the Apoftle praifed his
brethren at Corinth, for keeping the ordi-
nances as they were delivered to them,
1 Cor. xi. 2. 'Who can have authority to
alter what the Lord has appointed ?—
None upon earth, or in heaven.-

The fecond propofition follows: I be-
fieve the proper fubje&s of this divine or-
dinance are fuch as profefs repentance to-
ward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jefus Chrift ; and no other perfons. This
will, probably, be difputed by fome now
in the prefence of the Lord. I offer what
T have to fpeak, with candour, fimplicity,
and affection ;—judge ye what I fay.

I advert to the firlt account of Bapti{m
in the facred word of God, Matt. iii. 5.
¢ Then went out to him Jerufalem, and
all Judea, and all the region round about
Jordan, and were baptized of him, 1N
JORDAN, CONFESSING THEIR SINS!”—
From which it is obvious that they were
not infants, but perfons capable of confi-
deration and reflection, -and who profefled

' re-
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repentance toward God. John,the Baptift,
addrefled fome who came to his bapti{m,
and who were the feed of the venerable
patriarch Abraham, in the following words :
¢ Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for
repentance : ‘and think not to fay within
yourfelves, We have Abraham to our
father! for I fay unto you, that God is
able of thefe ftones to raife up children
unto. Abraham ! And now, alfo, the ax’
is laid unto the root of the trees ; therefore
every tree, that bringeth not forth good
fruit, is hewn down, and caft into the
fire.”” I afk, Did not John refufe to bap-
tize, even fome of the children of Abra-
ham, becaufe they were deftitute of per-
fonal religion, and therefore of repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jefus Chrift ?—Judge ye!

In the facred commiffion given ta the
apoftles of the Son of God, to which Ihave
already referred, obferve, inftrution was
to take the lead ; they were firft to teach,
- and then to baptize thofe who received
their inftructions : ¢ Go ye, therefore,

‘ teach
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- teach all nations, baptizing them in the
" name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghoft:” and, becaufe there
_are many duties incumbent upon the
followers of Jefus Chrift, it is added—
¢¢ Teaching them to obferve all things
“whatfoever I have commanded you."”

The fame order is obferved by the Evan-.
gelit Mark, chap. xvi. 1 5, 16. ¢ Andhe
faid unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gofpel to every creature :
He that believeth, and is baptized, fhall
be faved ; but he that believeth not, thall
be damned.” Obferve, preaching and
believing precede Baptifim.

I.pafs on to the Acts of the Apoftles.—
It is to be fuppofed, that thefe infpired
fervants of the exalted Jefus were taught
by his Spirit to underftand the commiffion
which they had received : how did they
a&t ? After they had been endued with.
power from on high, Peter preached a
. {olemn fermon ; many of his hearers were
pricked in their hearts, and faid unto him

and to the reft of the Apofiles, ¢ Men and
B bre-
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brethren, what fhall we do ?”’_ Then Peter
faid unto them, ¢ Repent, and be bap-
tized, every one of you, in the name of
Jefus, for the remiffion of fins; and ye |
fhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoft.””
Obferve,—Peter firft preached ; the power .
of God attended the word; many who
heard were convinced of fin, and inquired
concerning falvation: he firft inculcated
repentance, and then Baptifm. _

It may be afked, Did they a&t agreeably
to this word of exhortation ?—read the 41t
verfe of the above quoted chapter (Aéts ii.)
““ Then they, that gladly received his word,
were baptized ; and the fame day, there
were added unto them about three thoufand
fouls.” Firft, gladly received the word ;.

~then, were baptized ; and after this, joined \

o e e <.
in communion with the Difciples:—the
order which we think it our duty to abferve.

‘Could they be infants ?——Judoe ye what

I fay.

But it may be fome of my dear hearers
will fay, ¢ You have ftudioufly paffed
over unnoticed a paflage which ha$ had

con-
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confiderable influence upon our practice,
~ refpecting our dear offspring, and which
has fometimes been infifted upon by the
moft wife and learned of our minifters, as
direcly in favour of our practice; yea, as
containing almoft demonftration upon the
fubjet ; namely, ver. 39, ¢ The promife
¢ is unto you, and to your children,’—
I purpofe to take notice of thefe words :
the Lord forbid that I thould either trifle

with or pervert the facred Scriptures.
Remember, alfo, I have the happinefs
. to be a father; and, I truft, feel in my
* breaft parental affe@tion toward my dear
children; yea, the tender paternal affection
° of a chriftian parent: I defire daily, by
prayer, to commit my tender offspring to
-the blefling of heaven, and earneftly to
beg, above all things, that they may be
taught to know themfelves as finners, to
know and love our Lord Jefus Chrift, and
then to follow him in his ordinances.—To
baptize them without a divine command,
would fubje me to that penetrating in-
B2 terro-
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terrogative, ¢ Who hath required_ this at
your hand ?” Ifa. 1. 12.

Inftead of withing to evade the paflage re-
ferred to, Irejoice in it ; whether, by ¢ the
promife,” you underftand the promife of the
Holy Spirit, the promife of divine fof-
givenefs, or the grand promife of eternal
llf:.—_—"—‘ T

" The promife is to you, who ‘are now
made fenfible of your finfulnefs; and to
your children, upon whofe heads you have
awfully imprecated the blood of Chrift, by
faying ¢« His blood be on us and on our
children :” Matt. xxvii. 25. concerning
whom, probably, you now feel the moft
painful anxiety. And to all that are afar
off, even to poor outcaft finners of
Gentiles, the promlfus arc pregnant with
bleflings—<¢ Even as many as the Lord
our God fhall call,” as I truft he has you,
by the miniftry of his word, and the
almighty energy of his Holy Spirit.

I confefs I cannot fee any thing in the

- paflage which relates to the baptifm of
chil-
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children: Neither, perhaps, after all, is
it quite fo plait as fome have imagined ; or
the late learned Dr. Hammond, who was
an advocate for the baptifm of infants,
- would not have faid, ¢ If any have made
uft of that very inconcludent ai‘gum‘énf,
Adsii il. 39. I have rothing to fay in de-
fence of them.”-—See his Works, Vol 1.
page 490.

I proceed to other inftances, in this
part of facted tecord, of perfotis being
baptized.

Phlhp, orié of the fever dedcons, went
down to the city of Samaria, and preached
Chrift unto them: < And when they
believed Phlllp, preaching the things con-
cerning the kingdom of God, and the name
of Jefus Chrift, thej were baptized, both
men and women.” As viii. 12. The
perfons are exprefly faid to be ‘meri and
women, withott the leaft hint in reference
to children; and the charaters of thefe
-perfons, who were baptized, are rccorded'
as being alfo belicvers. '

B3 In



{ 30 )

_ In the fame chapter, we have a pleafing
narrative concerning an Eunuch of great
authdrity under Candace, queen of the -
Ethiopians :, This man had been up to
Jerufalem to worfhip the God of Ifrael,
and, in returning through the defart, em-
ployed himfelf in ftudying the facred fcrip-
tures : Philip, by direétion of the Holy
Spirit, met him thus engaged, and from ¢
the fame fcripture . preached unto him -
Jefus : when they came to a certain water,
the eunuch inquired—¢ What doth hinder .
me to be baptized ?” Philip replied « If
thou believeft with all thine heart, thou
~mayelt 1”  Does not this imply—If -you
are deftitute of faith in the Son of God,
you are not a proper fubject for Bapti{fm ?
~———Judge ye what I fay.

There is one paflfage more I beg leave to
‘yecite, in the 18th chapter of this book,
verfe 8.—*¢ And Crifpus, the chief ruler
of the fynagogue, believed on the Lord,
with all his houfe: and many of the
(forinthians, hearing, believed, and were
baptized,"

Hence
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Hence it appears to me, from the word
of God, that thofe perfons who were bap-
~tized by the Apoftles, and by the firft
minifters of the Gofpel, were perfons pro-
fefling godlinefs : and the records of hiftory
" agree with the oracles of heavenly truth.
Bifhop Taylor fays—< The wifeft of our
¢ fathers in Chrift did not come unto
¢¢ Baptifm, until they were come to a
¢ confirmed wit and age. There is no
¢« pretence of tradition, that the church
¢ in all ages did baptize all the infants of
¢ chriftian parents: it is more certain that
¢« they did not do it always, than that
« they did it in'the firft age. St. Am-"
“ brofe, St. Hierom, and St. Auftin, were
¢ born of chriftian parents, and yet not
“¢ baptized, till the full age of 2 man.”

We are told, that ¢ Gregory Nazianzen,
“¢ born in the'year three hundred and eigh-
‘¢ teen; whofe parents were chriftians, and
¢ his father a’ bifhop, was not baptized
¢ till about thirty years of age: And
¢ Chryfoftom, alfo born of chriftian pa-
¢ rents, in the year 347, was not bap-

3 4 s tized
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* tized till near twenty-one years of age.?

(Sce Mr. Booth’s Pedobaptifim Examined;

Vol. II. pp. 117, 118.)

By way of objetion to what I have
afferted upon this part of the fubjed
in fupport of the fecond propofition,
it may be faid, ¢ The Apoftles baptized
- whole houtbolds, and confequently bap-
tized infants.”” The fat that houtholds
were baptized, is readily granted ; but
that in‘f_a.gt_s compofed a part of thofe famia
lies is to me by no means evident. 1am
willing to examine the word of Ged, with

candour and fertoufnefs.
Several houfholds are mentroned in

fcripture, which I beg leave to notice.—

We read of a certain nobleman, who ap-.

plicd to Chrift on behalf of an afflicted
fon, who appeared.to be at the point of
death. Our Lord, by an exertien of al-
mighty power, though at a diftance, re-
moved the fever, and reftored the patient,
It is added—* Aud himfelf belicved, and

his whole houfe,” John iv. 53. Does it
not
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not appear that here is an houthold without -
one infant >— Judge ye.

Again, we ‘read of a devout Gentile,
who was liberal to his fellow -creatures, and -
called upon the God of Ifrael in folemn’
prayer ; of whom it is faid, < He feared
God, with all kis houfe”” A&s x.2. It
muft either be admitted, that the term
- houfe does not include every individual in’
the family; or, that the houfthold of
Cornelius was compofed of members '
who were the fubjects of perfonal reli--
gion. '

Farther, there is another houthold men-
tioned by the infpired penman of the book
of the Aés, of which it is declared—That
Crifpus, the chief ruler of the fynagogue,
believed on the Lord, witk all kis houfe.—
Hence, does it not' appear, that here are
three houfholds, which were compofed of
perfons who profefled to be partakers of
divine grace ?

I now proceed to take notice of thofe
three houfholds, of which it is faid they
were all. baptized. The firft is the houf-

: Bj§ hold
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hold of Lydia, whofe heart the Lord
opened, and fhe attended to the things .
{poken by the Apottle ; bul whether fhe
was a maiden, a wife, or a widow, the Holy
Spirit has not condefcended to inform wus;
—whether her family confifted of children
or fervants, we are not told. It is faid,
that after the Apoftles = were releafed
from prifon, they entered into the houfe
of Lydia, and when they had feen the
brethren, they comforted them and de-
parted. Aés xvi. 40. Does it appear
that her houfhold was compofed of in-
fants, or of fuch as profeffed to love the
Blefled Redeemer ?—Paufe, confider, and
determine for yourfelves.

We are informed, in the fame chapter,
of the converfion of the jailor, and of fome
ftriking circumftances which attended that

“merciful event. He was brought ferioufly
and earneftly to inquire, ¢ Sirs, what muft
Ido to be faved ?* How pleafing and
important the queftion—Oh'! that it may
be your language | How encouraging the
anfwer |—¢ And they faid, Believe on

the
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the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be
faved, and thy houfe. And they fpake
unto him the word of the Lord, and 70 aZ/
that were in his houfe: And he took them
the fame hour of the night, and wathed
their ftripes ; and was baptized, he and all
his ftraightway. And when he had brought
them into his houfe, he fet meat before
them, and rejoiced, befieving in God, with
all his houfe.” I atk, again—Does it not
appear, that his family confifted of perfons
who were capable of attending to religious
~inftru®ion? The Apoftle {pake the word
of God toall who were in his houfe. Iin-
quire further—Is it not evident that his
houfhold were believers, feeing it is faid,
“ He rejoiced, believing in God, with all
his houfe 2  A&s xvi. 34.

Once more: The houfhold of Stepha-
nas is faid to have been baptized by the
Apoftle of the Gentiles, in the Firft
Epiftle to the Corinthians, chap. i. ver. 16.
Of whom, alfo, in the 16th chapter of the
fame book, ver. 15. it is faid—< Ye know
the houfe of Stephanas, that it is the firft

36 - fruits
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fruits of Achaia, and that they have ad-
dicted themfelves to the miniftry of the
faints.”—Are thefe things applicable to
infants? I have endeavoured to fpeak
affettionately to you, as to wife men;
I now exhort you to judge what I have
faid ; and I pray that you may be guided
by the Spirit of Truth !

I proceed to the - third propofition,
namely—That Baptifm is never properly
adminiftered, but when it is done accord-
ing to the revealed will of God ; and that
it is never adminiftered agreeably to divine
appointment, unlefs the fubje@ is im-
merfed, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.

I Lope to difcufs this propofiticn with
proper deference to the learning, piety,
and wifdom, of thofe who confcientioufly
differ from me on this point; and fhall
bring forward fuch evidence  as fatisfies my
own confcience before the Lord, and in the
profpect of appearing at his bar.

As to the primary meaning of the word
Baptifm, it would be thought oftenta-

tious
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tious in me to fay any thing upon that fub-
je&, feeing I can lay no claim to the ad-
vantages of a claffical education : I fhall,
therefore, only recite what a few eminent
Padobaptifts have fpoken concerning the
fame. ’

Calvin, the famous Reformer, who lived
in the fixteenth century, has faid—¢ The
word baptize fignifies to immerfe ; and
the rite of immerfion was obferved by the
ancient church.”—[See Mr.Booth’s Pedo-
baptifin exam. Vol. I. p. 46. v

- Luther, who lived in the fame century,
~ fays—<¢ The term Baptifmisa Greek word;
it may be rendered a dipping, as when we
dip fomething in water that it may be
entirely covered therewith.”—[MTr. Booth’s
Pedobap. ex. Vol. 1. p. 50. '

Mr. Wilfon, author of the Chriftian
Dictionary, ‘(a very valuable work,) in his
explanation of this term therein, fays—
« To baptize, to dip into water, or to plunge
one into the water.’

In Dr. Scott’s edition of M( Ralley's
Dzéhonary, (printed 1n 1772, 1wieSony,

AN\ S
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the conftruttion of this term, it is obferved
< Baptifm, in ftrictnefs of fpeech, is that
kind of ablution, or wafhing, which con-
fifts in dipping ; and when applied to the
Chriftian Inftitution fo called, it was
ufed by the primitive chriftians in no other
fenfe then that of dipping, as the learned
Grotius and Cafaubon well obferve.”

Are we to conclude that thefe authorities
which 1 have recited are vague or indeter-
minate—that the perfons were incompetent
to judge—that they were unfaithful to the

" caufe which they efpoufed ?—or, that they
fpoke the real truth, agreeably to the dic-
tates of their own confciences ?——1 f{ub-
mit this to your confideration.

Favour me_with your ferious attention
a few minutes longer, while I turn to fome
paffages in the facred -oracles, in which
Biptifm is mentioned.

The Baptifim of the great Head of the
Church firft deferves our attention : The
venerable Baptift, we are exprefly told,
(Mark i. 5. .9.) baptized 1IN THE RIVER
Jordan. * And Jefus, when he was bap-

tized,
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tized, went up ftraightway out or the
water.”” Matt. iii. 16. Does mot this
. imply, that our Lord firft went down into
the water—that he was baptized while
in the river—and that, after his Baptifm,
he alcended out of the water ? It ftrikes
my mind very forcibly, that thefe things
are implied : but— Judge ye. .
Another paffage in the facred volume,
which demands our ferious regard upon the
prefent occafion, is recorded by John, in
the third chapter of his Gofpel, verfe 23.
—< And John, alfo, was baptizing in
Enon, near to Salim, becanfe there was
much water there : and they came, and
were baptized.” T afk, if John did not
baptize perfons by immerfion, is it not very
extraordinary that fuch a reafon as this
thould be affigned, for adminiftering the or
dinance in Enon—BECAUSE THERE WAs:
MUCH WATER THERE ? The venerable
Calvin, in his comment on this text, ob-
ferves—¢¢ From thefe words, it may be
inferred, that Bapti{m was admniftered by
John, by plunging the whole body wndex
water.” Booth's Pedob Ex NAX.19A. s

e}
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"Mr. Poole’s Continuators alfo obferve—
"¢ It is from this (Johniii. 23.) apparent,
that John baptized by dipping the body in
water : elfe he need not have fought places

where had been a great plenty of water.”
There is one account more in the word
of truth, relative to the adminiftration of
this ordinance, which we will juft notice.:
We have, in the preceding part of our
difcourfe, given fome account of the
Ethiopian Eunuch, who, ‘having profefl-
ed his faith in the Son of God, was confi-
dered as a proper fubjc& of Baptifm :
We continue the narrative :—¢ And he
commanded the chariot to ftand ftill ; and
they went down BoTH into the water, both
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized
him : And when they were come up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
caught away Philip, that the Eunuch faw
him no more; and he went on his way
rejoicing.” The objections which have
been made by fome learned perfons, as to
the natural import of-the words of the
infpired writer, namely, that the Greek
pre-




{ 41 )

prepofitions, rendered in our tranflation
down into the water and #p omt of the
water, fometimes fignify down uNTO, and
up FROM, are trivial indeed : efpecially,
when we confider that the facred {criptures
were written not to perplex but to inftruct
“the children of msn—yea, to iniorm the
plain humble followers of the Lamb of
God ; many of whom never faw a Greek
Lexicon, and have no Lnowledge of the
meaning of words in any other language
than their own.—Befides, many learned
Padobaptifts appear perfeily fatisfied with
our tranflation, and have made conceffiohs
greatly in favour of the pratice of immer-
fion. Calvin, whom I have before men-
tioned, in his obfervations on this ‘paﬁ_'age,_"
writes as follows ; ¢ Here we perceive how
Baptifm was adminiftered among the an- -
cients ; far they immerfed the whole body
in water.”—Booth’s Predobap. Ex.Vol.l.1g4.
. In Mr. Burkitt’s Expofition of the 38th
verfe of this chapter (A&s viii.) he remarks
—*¢ Obferve the manner of the adminiftra-
~ tion of Baptifm to the Eunuch : he went
down
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down into the water, and was baptii:d by
Philip : In thofe hot countries, it was ufual
fo to do; and we do not oppofe the lawful-
nefs of dipping in fome cafes, but the ne-
ceflity of dipping in all cafes

Dr. Doddridge has faid—¢ It would be
very unnatural to fuppofe, that they (Phi-
lip and the Eunuch) went down to the
water, merely that Philip might take up
a little' water in his hand to pour on the
Eunuch: a perfon of his dignity had, no
doubt, many veflels in his baggage, on
fuch a journey, through fo defart a country ;
a precaution abfolutely neceffary for tra-
vellers in thofe parts, and never omitted by
them.”—[ Zam, Expofi. on Adts viii. 38,
- If additional evidence was requifite to
prove that immerfion is the fcriptural mode
of adminiftering the ordinance of Baptifm,
I would call your ferious attention to thofe
parts of the facred oracles where the word
is metaphorically ufed, and alfo where
there is an allufion to this ordinance,

The fufferings of the incarnate Son of
God—-all thofe deep and dolorous diftrefles

which
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which Le experienced, when, asthe fui'ety‘
~of his chofen people, he bore their fins and:»
carried their forrows—when the waves and
. the billows of divine wrath overwhelmed
his holy Soul—thefe are termed a bap-
tifm.

- In the awful profpe& of that important
hour, he faid to his difciples—<¢ I have
. a baptifim to be baptized with, and
‘how am I ftraitened till it be accom- °
plithed !” Luke xii. 50. Great afflic-
tions, in the word of truth, are frequently
reprefented under the idea of deep waters
and overwhelming floods.—¢ Many wa-
ters cannot quench love, neither can the
floods drown it.”” Song of Solomon, viii. 7.
Again :—< Save me, O God! for the
waters are come in unto my foul.i—
I fink in deep mire where there is no ftand-
ing : T am come into deep waters, where the
floods overflow me.” Pf, Ixix, 1—4. Thefe
ftrong and firiking figures are ufed by the
infpired Pfalmift, to reprefent the fuffer-
ings of the Bleffed Jefus: this appears from
what follows—¢¢ They that hate me with-
Qut
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out a caufe are more than the hairs of
mine. head :—Then I reftored that which
I took not away.” (See alfo John xv, 23.)
Which is moft expreffive upon this fubject,
an infant being fprinkled, or aperfon being
folemnly immerfed in water ?— Judge ye.

Dr. Doddridge, in his paraphrafe sn the
12th chapter of Luke, refers to the above
paffage ; his words are—*¢ I have, indeed,
i moft dreadful baptifm to be baptized
with, and know that I fhall be thortly
‘bathed as it were in blood, and plunged in
the moft overwhelming diftrefs.” '

Mr. Poole’s Contitiuators, int the annho-.
tations on Matt. xx, 22. infert as follows
—« To be baptized is to be dipped in
water ; metaphorically, to be plunged in
afflictions. ¢ I am (fith Chrift,) to be
baptized with blood; averwhelmed thh
fufferings and afflictions.”

Correfponding with thefe ideas is the
language of the Apoftle, when he alludes
to Baptifm, and mentionsit as a motive to
holy converfation :—¢¢ Therefore, we are
buried with Lim by baptifm into death ;

that
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that, like as Chrift was raifed up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even fo
"we alfo thould walk in newncfs of life.” -

The words of the late Mr. George
Whitefield upon this paflage arc remark-
able, and much in favour of our prattice :
—<¢ It is certain that in the words of our
text (Rom. vi. 3, 4.) there is an allufion
to the manner of baptifm, which was by
immerfion ; which our own church allows,
and -infifts upon it that children fhall be
immerfed in water, unlefs thofe that bring
the children to be baptized affure the
minifter that they cannot bear the plung-
ing”’—Eighteen Sermons, p.297.

The propriety of this conceflion, with
reference to the Church of England, will
appear to every one who confults the
Common Prayer Book ; wherc it is exprefly
enjoined—¢*¢ That the prieft thall take the
child into his hands, and fhall fay to the
godfathers and godmothers, Name this
child : then naming it after them, (if they
thall certify him that the child may well
endure it), he fhall dip it in the water

' ’ dif-



