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The Indonesian Baptist Theological Seminary opened six regional branches in

January 1974 with a total of 45 teaching centers and an enrollment of over 400
students. The seminary's purpose is to provide theological education designed
specifically for Indonesian spiritual leaders, with varying educational backgrounds,
abilities, and opportunities for study. Its goal is to educate and train leaders
who are presently serving in their local churches, in order to equip them to

serve effectively in their contexts.

The term "contextualization" has grown in popularity in theological circles
until it has become one of the basic goals in the theological world. Many the-
ological schools in the emerging countries are investigating what contextuali-
zation means in contrast to the educational models imported from Europe and
America. The tide of development in the emerging countries motivates them to

create a theology that applies to their culture, situation, aspirations, and
thought patterns.

Innovations in the Indonesian Baptist Theological Seminary's program of the-
ological education were initiated by the Indonesian Baptist Mission in 1971,
following three years of research that revealed traumatic changes had occurred
in the Indonesian churches since 1965* A national political upheaval, including
an abortive Communist coup and the macabre deaths of approximately 400,000
Indonesians, altered the religious life of the nation.. A religious revival
resulted in 2,000,000 baptisms in the churches between 1965 and 1971* This
influx of new Christians forced the churches to re-think their church structures,
their concept of the ministry, and the function of theological education. All
five denominations working primarily with the Javanese (including Baptists)
inaugerated additional leadership training programs in order to meet the needs
of the new congregations which had sprung up troughout the country-side. Baptist
churches were more affected than others because the doubling of their membership
brought the percentage of Javanese members to 8l percent and shifted the
sociological center of their constitut ency to the rural areas. The surveys
revealed that the Baptist churches had not made many attempts to indigenize
their structure, theology, or methods, which had been imported from America.

The Baptist Mission felt responsible for the foreign program of church life
which was particularly inappropriate in the rural areas among the Javanese.
In order to meet the overwhelming opportunities in Indonesia, the Mission in-
stituted a New Pattern of Work, which placed the priority on beginning thousands
of house churches, led by their local leaders. The pattern was designed to
encourage local leaders to develop Biblical theology, church patterns, and
life-styles in keeping with the needs and thought patterns of the Indonesians,
thereby making church growth easier. The contextualization of church life
demanded the contextualization of theological education^ To effect this change,
the Mission voted to "discontinue the present program of theological education
and re-deploy the professors" to the various provinces, in order to develop a

program of theological education from the grass roots.

ADVISORY COUNCIL: Dr. Pater Beyorhaus (Germany), Rt. Rev. A. Jack Dain (Australia), Prof. Samuel Escobar (Latin Amarica), Dr. Carl F. H Honry (USA).
Rev. Gadiel Isidro (Philippines), Dr. Byang Kato (Africa), Dr. Jaon-Gon-Kim (Korea). Mr. Bruce Nicholle (India). Rov. Iqbal Nisar (Pakistan).

Rev. Petru Octavisnus (Indonesia), Dr. Le Hoang Phu (S. Vietnam), Dr. John R. Stott (UK), Dr. Susuma Uda (Japan), Dr I Ben Wati (India)
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The Indonesian Baptist Union, organized by the Baptist churches in 1971, protested
the proposed changes and the process involved in working out a cooperative
agreement on theological education and postponed the official opening of the
expanded theological education program until 197^. The Mission's original
proposal was modified to include theological education at the resident seminary,
using a revised curriculum and an accelerated schedule. Seventy-five more
students were graduated from the resident program by 1973i after which the
Baptist Union assumed the responsibility of beginning a new resident program.
The seminary faculty and board used the two and one half years of transition
to research the type of theological education needed by the leaders of the
churches. The East Java School, which had been started by Dr.Ebbie Smith
using the extension seminary model from Guatemala, plus other pilot projects,
influenced the design of the new theological program.

The Base Design of the seminary includes the following statements which
sum up its convictions about the thrust of theological education:

1. All the people of God are called to be rriests, servants, and sons of God
in building the Kingdom of God.

2. God has given apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to

His Church to equip all its members to serve.
3. The purpose of theological education is to educate and train church

leaders xvlio in turn equip church members to worship, fellowship, study
serve, evangelize, and start churches.

4. Theological education is provided only for spiritual leaders who have
already proven themselves in services in their local churches.

5. Students are received on the basis of their faith, faithfulness, ability
to bear responsibility, and the exercise of spiritual gifts in their
ministeries, not on factors that have arisen in Christian history to

divide God's people into classes such as

time (fulltime or part time)

money (paid or voluntary)

education (general or theological)

status (clergy or laity)

calling (specific or general)
I

CONTEXTUALIZATION OF LOCATION

The most obvious meaning of cont extuaiization relates to the location in
which the student receives his theological education. The contextualization
approach takes theological education to the student, instead of extracting him
from his environment. Our former resident program took students out of their
indigenous culture and Westernized them to such an extent during their four
years of theological training that they did not want to return to their villages
to serve after graduation. We now emphasize training leaders who are already
serving in their churches, many of whom find it impossible to attend a resident
seminary, because of family, church, or work responsibilities.

In this new system, the student learns in a natural situation where he can
immediately apply what he has learned in nis local church. He is not taught a

''body of theories" or "a system of theology" which he should later attempt to

adapt to his situation, but he learns to apply theology in his context as
he serves.

Expenses for the school and the student are less when he studies in his
own context. He also learns to depend on his local church and God for financial
support, rather than foreign funds. Of course, he faces some disadvantages
studying in context, including distractions and the prolongation of his education.
Although his seminary education could last from seven to ten years, he has the
advantage of self-pacing and instituting lifetime study habits in the environ-
ment in which he will live and servo.
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Contextuali zation for Students

The student is the focal point in our theological education program. He
learns by an inductive, situational methodology, which originates with the needs
of the student, rather than the content the professor wants to teach. Questions
raised by the students in their cultural and church contexts become the founda-
tion for the writing of programmed textbooks which provide revelant answers
based on Biblical alld historical principles and practical experience.

We currently teach on four educational levels in order to meet the students
at their point of need. The higher education level (Tinggi) is for students
who have received a high school and/or a university education. The diploma level
(Menengah Atas) teaches students who have completed junior high school. The
certificate level (Menengah) serves those who have finished elementary school.
A Christian workers level (Dasar) endeavors to teach those who do not qualify
for the other levels, i.e. they have less than a six-grade education, have served
less than two years in their church, or are less than 23 years of age. Two
graduate levels are planned for the future, leading to the Th.M. and D.Min.
degrees, During our first year of full operation over 150 students enrolled in
the higher education level, 70 in the diploma level, 75 in the certificate level,
and 200 in the Christian workers level. Many of those in the Christian workers
level have fulfilled the requirements during this first year and are moving to
their respective educational levels.

The focus for study is the local church ministry. Students must have had
two years of some kind of leadership in a local church before being accepted.
Each course involves him in learning activities in his church and environment,
with a view to producing vibrant churches.

Contextualization of Content

The presence of the student in his context demands content directly related
to his social and cultural situation. Programmed textbooks and weekly seminar
sessions deal with specific religious, cultural, and social problems encountered
by the student. The programmed literature textbooks are written in the
Indonesian language, tested on representative students, and revised until they
meet the needs of that particular educational level. The weekly seminar sessions
in the teaching centers allow the teachers to give more on-the-spot, personal
attention to the individual student that they could in larger classes. Special
projects, regional quarterly retreats, and an annual National Study Week, at the
resident seminary involve the students in meaningful group experiences. A built-
in system of feedback from students enables us to continually adjust to meet
their needs.

One of the most serious problems related to the Theological Education by
Extension movement is the diffusion of the same imported theological content

that was previously taught in the resident seminary. Our emphasis on the student

and his context, rather than the theological content, has resulted in a new
perspective of curriculum. V/e began our curriculum revision by describing the

kind of knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed by our graduates to serve effec-
tively in the Indonesian context. This resulted in the formulation of five basic
goals, included in the statement of purpose: "The purpose of The Indonesian
Baptist Theological Seminary is to educate and train Baptist leaders who are
evidencing spiritual gifts, 111 order that they will be able to serve Christ ef-

fectively by: understanding and using the Bible, maintaining a growing spiritual
life, communicating Christian truths, planting and shepherding churches, and

equipping the people of God to serve." These goals, the student-centered per-
spective, and the Indonesian context shaped the new curriculum. But we had not

gone far enough, according to Dr.LeRoy Ford, who visited Indonesia to assist us

in educational raethodolo gy. He suggested that these goals be broken down into

specific behavioral objectives. The description of the graduate was then
written in terms of approximately 150 specific objectives, in the cognitive,

psychomotor, and affective domains, leading to the attainment of the five basic

goals. The specific objectives demanded a further revision of our "new" curriculum

which had been too content-oriented.
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These specific objectives are attained through a curriculum of sixty quarter-
courses, designed to meet particular objectives, the sum of which leads the
student to attain the stated, goals. Even the Bible courses are studied from t

the perspective of specific behaviorial objectives. For instance, the primary
goal of the course on the book of Genesis is, "That the student will be able to
help people meet life’s crises based on a study of such crises in the book of
Genesis." One of the evangelism courses has this goal, " The student will be
able to differentiate between the basic Christian beliefs and the beliefs cf
animists and Moslems in Indonesia; to be able to find points of contact between
these beliefs; and to devise methods of approach and witness to people with
animistic and Islamic backgrounds." The emphasis is placed on goals that are
important, lasting, practical, personal, and that can be passed on as the
student equips the people of God. These goals are reached through a program
of planned learning.

The student studies a programmed textbook approximately five hours per week
for each course prior to the weekly seminar composed of students in his area.
During this weekly meeting, he explores the meanings, implications, and
applications of the material under the direction of a seminary professor who
comes to his locale each week to lead the seminar. The programmed texts,
equivalent to 400 page textbooks, lead the students step-by-step to accomplish
the stated objectives through varied learning activities.

The most difficult problem faced to date has been the producing of these
programmed texts. Sixteen books were printed for the first year, providing
eight courses on four educational levels. Thirty writers, half of whom are
Indonesians, are in the process of preparing sixteen textbooks each year. In
order to contextualize theology in the Indonesian situation, no programmed
textbooks from other countries have been translated. Each writer designs specific
objectives to reach the goals for his course and has them approved by the
seminary staff before programming the textbook. Ten, or more, people are
involved in the process of aiding each writer in matters of content, format,
and language. The books are tested several times with individual students
from the designated levels, as well as with small groups, in order to discover
where revisions are needed. If a student is unable to answer a question, or
pass a test, it is considered the author's responsibility to revise the book
until any competent student of the designated level can master the material
presented. It takes at least one and one-half years to prepare one of these
programmed texts.

It is obvious that the basic methodology is borrowed from Western educational
technology, but we continue to make adaptations to the Indonesian context. We
are emphasizing planned learning, rather than limiting ourselves tc a strictly
programmed format, which does not always lend itself to all phases of theological
education. The contextualization of methodology ± s complicated by the fact
that no significant research on how Indonesians learn has been done. The
Indonesian public school system is built on an antiquated model of learning
imported from the West during the Dutch times. Recent efforts by the govern-
ment to improve educational methodology have followed Western models. We
are pioneering in the use of modern educational technology in the Indonesian
situation in order to discover how Indonesians learn theology best.

Contextualization of Personnel

One of our most serious handicaps is the failure of our seminary to produce
Indonesian scholars on a graduate level. Certain graduates have been encouraged
to complete their university education so they could enter the Asian Baptist
Theological Graduate Seminary and return as professors, but this has proved to

be a formidable barrier to perspective scholars. ( Uni versity students comprise
only one-tenth of one percent of the Indonesian population). Of the two B.D.

graduates who have taught in the seminary, one is now studying in America and
the other is teaching in a local church school. Approximately one-half of the
authors of the textbooks and one-half of the teachers of the seminars are
Indonesians. The programmed literature staff, composed of outstanding graduates of

the resident seminary, is being trained in modern pedagogy as they help prepare
textbooks. The contextualization of the administrative leadership has begun
with the election of Indonesians to strategic positions, and we hope to train
others as soon as possible, so that Indonesians will be able to administrate
the entire theological educational program for Baptists in Indonesia.
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Conclusions

We have learned many lessons since 1971 when we launched the contextual.ization
program; nevertheless, preliminary evaluations indicate that students in the
contextualized theological program can receive the same high quality of theo-
logical education as those in resident seminaries, plus added advantages
of contextuali zatior. already mentioned. Personal renewal and spiritual revival
resulting in church growth has occured among a large number of students.

Our experience has taught us to uphold high enrollment standards. Some
students quickly dropped out once they discovered the amount of study time
and effort required to complete the courses. Inevitably they were the students
who had not fulfilled all enrollment requirements. Those who were actually
serving in their local churches have continued in the program because they
are receiving practical help. We averaged 4l6 enrolled per quarter in 50
teaching centers during our first year of full operation. We now require the
students to complete three quarters of study to quality as a '’permanent" student.
We are limiting new enroll'es to those who fiav'e 'the same goals as’ the seminary.
We require them to have served at least two years in their local church, have

'a recommendation from thei-r- church, and meet the moral and educational standards
of the seminary.
We are continuing to learn more about the process of programming textbooks

from our own experience and modern education technology. The Taxonomy of
educational Objectives is being used by authors and teachers to lead the
students to attain cognitive, psychomotor, and affective goals through
various kinds and levels of learning experiences. Continual training and
revision are an integral part of enabling authors to write effective
textbooks. We are convinced that the teacher is indispensible in theological
education and that seminars, retreats, and practical projects are essential to
attain the affective, as well as the cognitive and psychomotor skills.

We are convinced that theological education exists to serve churches rather
than itself. It is an educational arm of the Body of Christ and originates,
flourishes, and finds its fulfillment within the framework and the life of the
churches. The nature of the New Testament church demands the ministry of
teaching and training. Those who teach and train others must be trained
first. A contextualized seminary fulfills this inherent need. This does not
prevent, in fact it can enhance and increase, the effectiveness of a resident
theological graduate school. Complete contextuali zation must move toward the
liberation from the culture of the sending country, domination by missionaries,
and dependence on foreign funds. The Indonesian Baptist Theological Seminary
has a long way to go to attain these goals, but it has begun and with God's
help, will continue to contextualize theological education in Indonesia.

******> ************..-* ***-.:* y **:;* » , * .. * * ***** . ******* * * * * * ******* 4 ******* * *

Footnote

:

1. The estimates of the number of deaths vary from 87,000 officially reported
to 1,000,000 reported by a team of University of Indonesia students commissioned
by the Army. See Justus van der Kroef, Indonesia Since Sukarno . (Singapore
Asia Pacific Press, 1971) p.l4

2. See Avery Willis Jr., "Church Growth Among the Javanese 1960-1971: An Evaluation
of the Political, Cultural, Social and Religious Factors in the Numerical
Growth of Five Denominations Working with the Javanese." (Th.D. dissertation,
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, July, 1974) p.2

5. Benjamin S. Bloom, Ed., Taxonomy of Educational Objectives ,
Handbook I.

Cognitive Domain and Handbook II. Affective Domain (New York, David McKay
Co. Inc.

, 1956)

Dr. Avery Willis, Jr. is President of the Indonesia Baptist Theological
Seminary.
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PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

For the coordination and joint action in the areas of .

theological education and the strengthening of evan-
gelical theologians and institutions concerned with
theological training in Asia and the South Pacific.

fo offer consultative service and assistance when requested in the work of
bodies engaged in Theological Education by Extension, to serve as a con-
necting link between them for the channeling of information and to encourage
joint action where desirable.

To encourage and where practical to coordinate and assist in the production
of theological literature and to disseminate information regarding theological
oooks produced in the context of Asia.
To sponsor seminars, study programmes and consultations dealing with contempo-
ratry theological issues and questions relating to theological education.
To develop criteria and instruments for the evaluation of standards of various
levels of theological training and to offer services in institutions when
requested.

• o serve as a catalyst and to assist in the development of centres of ad-
vanced study and research on issues in Christian theology and mission in
context, of contemporary Asian thought and culture.

/. io solicit, receive and administer funds, to hold and dispose of property,
to appoint and terminate services of the employees, and to do any other
lawful things related to the attainment of the objectives of the Association.

TATEMENT OF FAITH

1 .
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4.
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7 .

a.

e divine inspiration of the Holy Bible of sixty-six books of the Old
estament and New Testament as the infallible Word of God, its consequent

uniqueness, entire trustworthiness and supreme authority on all matters of
faith and conduct.
One God eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
he .mil deity and humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ, His representative

and substitutionary death, His bodily resurrection and personal return
~ n glory to consumate His Kingdom.
The dignity of man created in the image of God, his universal sinfulness,
nis need of repentance, redemption and justification through faith alone
in Christ crucified and risen from the dead,
he resurrection of all men either to eternal life or to eternal death,
ne illuminating, regenerating, indwelling and sanctifying work of the

uo y Spirit enabling the Christian to witness effectively to the Gospel
and to serve responsibly in the world.
he unity in our Lord Jesus Christ of all believers who comprise the

Church.
The total mission of the Church to the whole man in society in the con-
C 'Tn

I-,orary context in obedience to God according to the Scriptures.

(Excerpt from ATA Consti tution)
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