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"TO THE

NOBLEMEN, AND GENTLEMEN,

MEMBERS OF THE

" BRITISH SOCIETY FOR EXTENDING

THE FISHERIES, &e.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

T EMBRACE this early opportunity
of congratulating the Public upon
an event, which, whil.: it reflets im-
mortal honour on your humanity and
patriotic {pirit, will contribute, in a moft
eminent degree, to the fecurity and
profperity of thefe kingdoms.

A very confiderable part of this ifland
was lying almoft m a ftate of nature;
the riches of its fhores, tho’ more im-

a2 portant
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portant to great national purpofes than
the mines of Mexico and Peru, were
fcé,rcely fought after. A great body of
people, having no means of employ-
ment, werg rendered torpid by idlenefs:
they were frequently expo{ed ta famine;
and many of them forced, through ne-
ceflity, to abandon their barren, but
beloved wilds.

Their grievances had been flightly re-
prefented in the writings of fome emi-

hent men of the p;'efeﬁt age. Butthefe .

pictures of diftrefs, though they might
occafion a figh in the breaft of the hu-
mane reader, were forgotten amidft the
croud of occurrences which glide away
with time into the gulph of oblivion.
Somethin g farther was neceflary, to
imprefs the mmd mare deeply, to awak-
~ ¢n the fen{"es as fror_n a lethargy, and to
“ ) O eret
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eredt sn eftablithment upon the folid

. bafis of virtues, which in all ages have

been juftly confidered as the glary of

Jhumanity,

When the pafling tale was new-mo-
delled, colleéted, and comprefled within.
A Narrow point, aided, in the recital, by
language which c;une from the heart,
it then provedf{ufficiently in unifon with
the feelings of the times: its effects
were inftantaneous, and are likely to be-
¢ome permanently and completely effi-
cacious, L '

To youy, my Lords and Gentlemen,
Britain owes the great national acqui- -
fition that is before us; ‘To you, the

" naked, thehungry, and thehelplefs; the

defpondihg parent, thehufband, and the

widow, willlook up in tranfports of gra-

titude, When neceflity and defpair had
a3 . . thinned .
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thinned many diftri&ts, and threatened -

more, you voluntarily ftept forth, with
the benevolent refolution to procure
that relief which the circumftances of

the country and the people required.

The Public have caught the generous

flame, and, from prefent appearances,
there is every reafon to believe, that

the year M pcc Lxxxvi will form an
xrain the Britith annals.

I have thé honour to be;
My Lords and Gentlemen,
With the greateft refped, |
You'r moft cievoted,

Humble fervant,

- JOHN KNOX.
'Lozvpog/,}

March 28, 1787.

oot



-—— — ———

DISSERTATIONS

N

ON THER
ANCIENT ANp MODERN STATE
OF THER

HIGHTULANDS.

OF THE ANCIENT CALEDONIA, AND
THE HEBRIDE ISLANDS,:

HEN the Romans cartied theirarms
into Britain,* the whole ifland was

poflefled by three nations, {prung originally,

though at very different periods, from

- the Celte or the Gaél of the continent,

Thefe were the Caledomans, the Cim-
bri, and the Belgz. ‘Though - defcended
from the fame fource, their feparation into

different channels was very remote. The
Gael

. Introdu&xon to the Hiftory of Great Britain and Ireland,
by James Macpherfon, Efq.

Critical Differtations on the Origin, Antiquities, Language,
Government, &c. of the ancient Caledonians, their Pofterity
the Pi&ts, and the Britith and Irith Scots, by John Macpher-
fon, D. D, Minifter of Slate, in the Ifle of Sky.
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Gaél, who poffefied the northern Britain, by
the nameof Caledonia, having pafled from the
continent - before the arts of eivil life had
‘made any confiderable progrefs among them,
'retained the pure . but unimproved language
of their anceftors, together with their rude
fimplicity of manners.

The Cimbri and Belg, falling under the
power of the Romans, foon after they were
- mentioned by hiftorians, were loft in the ge-
neral name of Britons. . )

In proportion as we travel Horthward in
ancient Britain, the darkiefs which involves
the anthumes of its inhabitants, thlckens be-
foreus. TheCimbriand Belge, after they were
comprehended within the pale of the Roman
dominions, were feen diftin{y ; but the more
ancient inhabitants of the ifland, the Gaél,
appeared only tranfiently, when, in an hoft
tile manner, they advanced to the frontiers -
of the provirice. ‘The arms of the empire
penetrated, at different penods into the
heart -of the country beyond the Scottith
firths; but as thefe: expeditions were not
attended with abfolute conqueft, and a con-
fequent fettlement of colonies, the Romans
made. little inquiry concerning the origin

© and
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and hiftory of the natives of the northern
divifion of Britain.

- Julius Agricola, who, for the firft time,
difplayed the Roman Eagle beyond the
firths, was not more fuccefsful in the field -
than he was happy in an hiftorian to tranf-
mit his actions with luftre to pofterity.---
But even the diftinét and intelligent Tacitus
gives but a very imperfet idea of thofe ene-
mies, by the defeat of whom his father-in-
law acquired {o much reputation. Welearn |
from him indeed, that the Caledonians were
the moft ancient inhabitants of Britain; that
they were brave andnumerous; that, though
overcome in the field by the difcipline of the
Roman legions, they were far from being re-
duced into any fubjection which could de-
deferve the name of conquett.

After Agricola was removed from the go-
vernment of Britain, the writers of the em-
: jnte for fome years loft fight of the Caledo-

nians. ‘The incurfions of thofe Barbarians
into the province, forced both Adrian and
" Antoninus Pius to conftruét walls, at an im-
menfe labour and expence, to exclude their
ravages. In the reign of Commodus, neither

wwealls, nor the military abilities and conduét of

-

Marcellus,
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Mareellus, could prevent them from laying
wafte the northern divifion of the Roman Bri~
tain, till Severus, about the beginning of the
third century, carried the war ifito their couns
try with a numerous army. This is the fum
of what the Romans have related concerning
the Caledonians for near two centuries af-
ter they were firft mentioned : to their origin
and internal hiftory the writers of Rome
were equally ftrangefs. ‘

This defeft in foreign writers, with ré-
gard to the ancient inhabitants of North Bri«
tain, is not fiipplied by any authentic mona-
ments of their own. The Ciledonians were
not more deftitute of the means of preferving
their hiftory in the intermediate century be-
tween Agricola and Severus, than their pofs
terity were for a confiderable time after the
Romans had relinquifhed the dominion of -
Britain. The climate and foil of Caledonia
were far from being favourable to internal
' civilization; and a ferocity of manners, ari-
fing from an uninterrupted feries of hoftili~
ties, effeCtually prevented theintroduction of
the arts of civil life from abroad.

But when the Scots look back with regret
upon that want of letters which has involved

in
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" in obfcurity and fable the origin and hiftory
of their anceftors, they ought to confider,
that probably from this circumftance they
maintained their national independence, -
which they tranfmitted to their pofterity.

From the united teftimonies of Tacitus,
Dio, and Solinus, we find, that the ancient
Caledonia comprehended all that country ly-
ing to the north of the rivers Forth and
Clyde. In proportion as the Silures or
Cimbri advanced towards the north, the
Caledonians, being circumfcribed within
narrower limits, were forced to tranfmigrate
into the iflands which croud the weftern
coafts of Scotland. It is in this period, pro-
bably, we ought to place the firft great mi-
gration of the Britith Gaél into Ireland;
that kingdom being much nearer to the pro-
‘montory of Galloway and Cantire, than
many of the Scottifh ifles are to the con-
tinent of North Britain.*

To the country which the Caledomans
-pofiefled, they gave the name of Caz/-doch,
- which is the only appellation the Scots, who
fpeak the Galic language, know for their

own

® The channel between Galloway and Ireland is only 20
" miles, and between Cantire and that kingdom, 13 miles.
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own divifion of Britain. Caél-dord 3 a coma=
pound, made up of Geil or Caél, the -firk
colony of the ancient Gauls who tranfmi~
grated into Britain, and dach, a diftri&t or
divifion of a country. The Romans, by
tranfpofing the letter / in Cag/, and by foft-
- ening into a Latin termjnation’ the cb of
doch, formed the well known name of Ca-
ledopia. = -

When the tribes of North Britain were

- _-attacked by the Romans, they entered into.

affociations, that by uniting their firengthy,
they might be more able to repel the com-
mon enemy. The particular name of that
tribe, which either its fuperior power or
-military reputation placed at the head. of the
aflociation, was the general name given by

the Romans to all the confederatss.
Hence it isthat the Mzat2z, who with athcr
tribes inhabited the diftricts of Scotland lying
fouthward of the Firth, and the Calsdonsans,
who inhabited ' the weft and north weft
Jparts, have engrofied all the glory which be-
Jonged in common, though in an inferior
degree, to all the other nations fettled of old
in North Britain. It was for the fame rea-
'fon that the name of Mearz was entirely
forgotten
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forgotten by foreign writers after the third
century, and that of the Caledonians theme .
- felve-.but feldom mentioned after the foutth.

Britains, Caledonians, Meate, Barbari

ans, arc the mames conftantly given to the

.old inhabitants of North Britain, by Tacitus,
Herodian, Dio, Spartian, Vopifcus, and
other ancient writers. . The fucceflors of
thefe Britains, Caledomans, Mz=zats, and.
Barbarians, are called Piéts, Scots, and At-
tacots, by fome Raman writers of the fourth
gentury.

The origin of the appellation Searsi and
Pidi, - introduced by latter Roman authors,
has occafioned much controverfy among the
antiquarians of thefe days. The difpute
feems now to be fully decided by fome learn-
ed critics of the prefent century, particularly
Py the before mentioned gentlemén, whofe
knowledge of the Galic language affifted
gheir inveftigations,

The term Attacots difappeared with the
pation who introduced it. We ‘fhall now
diftinguifli. the pecple af the rorth by that
of Scots and Pidts. By the Scots is to be
underftood the nations who, after the depar-
‘:ure of the Romans, inhabited the weft fide

of
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of that kingdom, including both the High-

... lands and the Lowlands.

The Picts pofefled all the eaft country,
which was the moft fertile part of North Bri-
tain. - The two nations, though originally
one people, were continually at war -with
one another, or with the Britains, and after+
wards the Saxons of the fouth part of the
ifland.

At laft the Scottifh arms prevailed over
the Pits, when North Britain was united
under one monarch in the year 843, whofe
defcendants have fwayed the crown to the
_prefent time.  The names of Picts and Piét-
land, were now loft in thofe of Scots and.
8cotland; but a new diftin&ion arofe in af-
ter ages. The inhabitants of the moun-.
taineous parts were called Highlanders, while
thofe who lived in the more fertile and le-
vel countries were known by the general
name of Lowlanders. Thefe diftinétions ftill
remain; but the Highlanders continue to
fpeak the ancientCeltic language in its purity,
and to retain their ancient vigour, bravery,
hofpitality, and fimplicity of manners.
' The
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The Lowlanders are a mixture of the an-
cient Caledonians, the original ftock of the
country, with fouthern Britains, Saxons,
and modern Englifh. The Highlanders are
ftrangers to the national name of Scots ; they
call the Low Country people A/binich, or the
inhabitants of A/in. To the Englifh they
give the name of Saffenachs, or the Saxons;
and their country, Sgffen, the land of the
Saxons. -

Thefe two people, though compoﬁng ong
nation, and governed by one line of princes
through a long feries of ages, continued in
fome degree hoftile to one another, and .fel-
dom affimulated in any one circumftance,
excepting their mutual exertions in defence
of their country and liberties, which they
carried on with incredible fteadinefs, perfe-
verance, and fuccefs, from the firft invafion
of the Romans, to the union of the two
Bnitith crowns.

The moft formidable and barbarous in-
vaders of that- kmgdom, after the fubverfion
of the Roman empire, were the various
tribes of the northern hive, known by the .

' name
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name of Eafterlings, Danes, and Norwegi- .
ans. 'The country which they inhabited was
* the ancient Scandingyja, now Swedcn, Den-
mark, and Norway, :
The produce of their mountains bemg
infufficient for the fupport of their. in-
creafinig numbers, great bodies of men vene
tured boldly acrofs the main ocean, in fearch
of better countries.. Their firft attempts
were made, it may be fuppofed, againft that °
part of Brita'n which lies neareft to the con-
tinent. This was the north-eaft coaft of
Scotland, between which (at Peterhead)
and the Naze of Norway, the diftance is
only 85 leagues, or 255 miles. :
The appearance and the fertility of that
coaft would naturally lead them to morg
diftant enterprizes. They extended theiy
“yavages on every fide, from the Thames to
the Orkneys; they refolutely ventured upon
the Pentland Firth, the moft dangerous navi-
gatxon in the northern feas; they doubled
Cape Wrath ; fell upon the hclpleﬁz iflands
of the Hebrides; and from thence they paf-
fed fouthward to Ircland which they partly
{ubducd

\ . The
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‘The people of the Hebrides feem to have
" been governed by their own chiefs or petty
reguli, with a dependance upon the crown of
Scotland, from the fourth till nearly the end of
the eleventh century,” when they. fell into the
hands of the Norwegians, in the following
manner. ‘ ‘ K

About the middle of the eleventh century,
Duncan king of -Scotland being murdered by
his coufin Macbeth, who on that event mount-
ed the throne, Malcolm and Donald Bane,
the two fons of the late king, fled; the eldeft
into England, and the youngeft into the
Hebride Ifles.

Seward, Earl' of Northumberland, by the
command of Edward the Confeffor, affifted
Malcolm in recovering the crown from the -
ufurper, whom he defeated and killed.

Sometime after Malcolm’s death, Donald
his brother, who had refided in the Hebrides
during the two laft reigns, laid a claim to the
throne of Scotland, in oppofition to his bro-
ther’s children; and to fecure the fame, he en-
tered into an alliance with Magnus king of
Norway, to whom he ceded the Hebrides, in
confideration of affiftance to be afforded him
in fupport of his ufurpation.

b ‘ ' In
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* In 1668, Magnus arrives with a-powerful
armamient on the weftern ¢caft of Scotland,
falls upon the iflands with mereilefs fury,
" fkizes the cattle, burns the dwellings, and des
froys the inhabitants.  Many of thefe unhap-
py people fly, fome to Cantire, and others to
Yreland : Magnus purfues them to both coun-
tries, carties fire and fword wherever he goes,
fubdues the' Hle of Man, makes an attack
upon the Ite of Anglefey, receives prefents
from the Welch, who are glad to purchafe his
friendthip, fends his fhoes to Murcard, king
of Ireland,- and commands - him under ' the
pain of his difpleafure, to carry them on his
fhoulders, in the prefence of his ambaffaders,
en the anniverfary of Chrift’s nativity. The
Hith nobility receive this infolent meffage with
becoming fentiments of difdain and indigna« -
tion: But Murcard tells his friends' that he
would eat the thoes of the Norwegian mon-
arch rather than fee any one province in Ire-
Iand deftroyed.

‘Thefe particulars are copied, from the-poems
of two Norwegian bards who'attended Magd’
nus in this memorable expedmon

The Norweglans divided the Hebride Hlands
into two parts, agreeably to their fituation, AN

N - wd
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and appoifited a governor to each.. Tp the
fouthem divifion they gave the name of Su-
dereys, and to the northern divifion, that of
Nordureys. 'The point of Ardnamurchan in
Argylethire was the boundery thdt feparated
thefe divifions. Thefe, with the Ifle of Man,.
and the narrow peninfula of Cantire, com~.
pefed the Norweglan kingdom of Man and
the Ifles..

The fouthern dmf' ion of the. Hebndes was
reckened more-confiderable than the northern.
The feat of government was fixed in the for~
mer: The kings kept their court in the Ifle
of Man, dnd fent deputies into the Neordue~
reys, who refided either in Sky, or int the
Lewis. Thefe gavernors or viceroys were.
fometimes Norwegians, and more frcquently
natives.of the ifles.

Alexander II. king of Scotland, a wife and
powerful prince, having in vain attempted to
recover the Hebrides by negotiation, equipped
a fleet with a determined refolution of driving
the Norwegian ufurpers out of his dominions,
Buet while he lay on the coaft of Harris he was
feized with a fevet, of which he died at Ber-
nera, in the year 1249.

b2 Alex-
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Alexander III. takes the meft eﬁ'c&ual :
theafures to recover the iflands, and torevenge
his father’s death. He fends a {quadron, under
the command of the earl of Rofs, to reduce
the fmall ifles. Haquin, king of Norway, fails
in 1263, to Shetland, and from thence to the
Orkneys, then a part of his dominions, where
he joins his fleet. From thence he proceeds
to the Firth of Clyde, where he difembarks
20,000 men at a place called the Largs, gives
battle to the Scottith army, by whom he re-
ceives a complete defeat, with the lofs of two
thirds of his forces®. Upon this decifive event
he retumns to the Orkneys, where, being overs
whelmed with grief, he expires foon after.
In this manner were the Hebride Iflands
re-annexed to the Scottith crown, after they
had been fubject to Norway above 160 years.
Between

* The intrenchments of the Norwegian camp may ftill be
traced along the fhore of this place. The Scottifh comman-
ders who fell in battle were buried in a rifing ground near
the village. Three or four perfons were buried in one grave;
on ‘each fide of which was a large flat ftone; thefe, with a
ftone at each end, fupported a larger one which lay over the
grave at the height of fome feet. Some years ago, the pro-
prictor of the ficld demolifhed thefe repofitories of the dead,
leaving only one, which ferves to give an idea of the whele,
The inhabitants of this place are well acquainted, from tradi-
tion, with the particulars of the battle, They likewife de- -
fcribe the place where it was fought, and point out the ea-
campments, '
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Between this period and the reign of James
II1. ‘thefe iflands proved no great acqui-
fition to the ftrength of Scotland, neither did
they contribute towards the fupport of the
State.
~ 'The decendants of the Hebridean viceroys
under the Norwegian government, exercifed a
regal power, and fometimes affumed the royal
title ; but they are more often ftiled in hiftory,
the Earls of Rofs—Lords of the Ifles—or the
Great Macdonald. o o

Thefe chiefs frequently embroiled the king-
dom of Scotland in civil commotions, and
transferred their allegiance to the kings of
England, by whom they were kept in pay.—
Johp, the laft of thefe grea;t lords, after at-
tempting to fubvert the government of his
country, loft the earldom of Rofs, in the reign
of James III, but was permitted to retain
Knapdale and Cantire ; and was invefted anew
with the lordfhip of the ifles, to hold them of
the king by fervice and relief,

Their powc;; being thus broken, the inferior
chieftans, who had been long the obfcquious
vaffals of this family, embraced fo favoura-
ble an opportunity of afferting their liberties,
procured new rights to their eftates, and
proved from thence forward more tra@able
fubjedts, h3 DE~
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BESCRIPTION OF THE HEBRIDE AND ORRw«
NEY ISLANDS, BY ANCIENT AUTHORS.

HOUGH the following accounts are
very imperfect, they afford fufficient
evidence of the population of the Hebride

Hlands, and confequently of the Weft ngh-A

lands, long. before the Romans appeared in
North Britain. Pythias,’a Maffilian, boafted
~ thathe had travelled over all the Northern divi-

fion of Europe, to the very extremities of the

world:.¢ A ftory not to be crcdu;ed ” fays

Strabo, “« though Mcrcury himfelf ‘had told
« it.” " He pretended to have vifited Britain
in the courfe ‘of his peregrinations, and with
great gravity gives’a circumftantial, though
Eartly fabulous dcfcrxptlon of that ifland. Hc
fays that he made a voyage to. Thule, the
remoteft ifland belonging to Britain, at the
diftance of fix days failing from it, in the

{kirts of the Frozcn Ocean.* It was a place, -

accordmg to him, which was ncxthcr carth,
fea, nor air, but fomething like a compofition
S '." .l | . . . . d_

| » Somc ﬁtppofc the Thplq af the ancients ta havg been the
Sh&tland Iflands, othery carry it 3 far as keland

-
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of ‘all of them,; fomething' refembling; to
ufe his own expreffion, the lungs of the fea:.
. Yet this writer has {ome remarks on -the
climate of the Hebrides® that merit- credit.
He mentions the unfavourablenefs of the ky,
that prohibits the growth of the finer fruits;
and fays, that the natives are obliged to carry
their corn under fhelter, to beat the grain
owt, leaft it thould be fpoiled by the want of
fun fhine, and violence of .the rains, A mo-
dern writer could not give a more juft de-
{cription of that climate.

The geographer Mela, who was cotem-
porary with the emperor Claudius, is the
next writer who defcribes ‘the northern
iflands. He mentions the- Orkneys, and
fays they were thirty in number, with nargow
channels between them, This account is
remarkably juft. He is lefs accurate in his
accaunt of the Shetland” Iflands, which: he
calls the A4emodoe, and limits thejr numaber
to feven. Heis. ﬁlent refpe&ing the Hebndc
Iflands,

b 4 Phny

* The name given to the Weftern Iflands by the ancients wis
Ebudae, and the modern name is Hebride. This variation arofe, In
the opinian of Dr. Macpherfon, from an error of a tranfcriber,
who changed the » into ri, The 3ncient name of the .
Oshneys was Orcades,
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-} Pliny the Elder, is the third who mentions
the northern iflands.  He ‘makes the num-
ber of the Orkneys to be forty, and of the
Hebrides to be thirty.

Solinus, the fuppofed cotemporary with
Agricola, is the next after Pliny. He reduces
the riumber of the Hebrides to five: He fays

that, ¢ the inhabitants were unacquainted

¢ with corn; that they lived only on fith
« and milk ; that they had one king, as the
"« iflands were only feparated from each other
“ by narrow fraits. That their prince was
‘¢ -bound by government, to do juftice; and
«« was kept within bounds by poverty ; being
“ fupperted” by the public, and allowed no-
* thing that he “could call his own; not
“ eyen a Wwife; but he was allowed free
¢ choice by turns, one out of every diftrit,
¢« of any female that gained his affections ;
‘¢ which deprived him of all ambition about
** a fucceflor.” _ -

-~ It is probable that this author meant the
Long Ifland only, which is compofed of five .
principal iflands, called Lewis, North Uift,
Benbecula, South Uift, and - Bara, feparated
from each other by narrow channels,

f_’tol;my



_Ptolemy, the famous Egyptian geographer,.
mentions the fame number, which he

calls the Weftern E&udae, the Eaftem Ri-

cina, Maleos, Epidium, by which, in Cambden’s
opinion, he meant the modern Sky, lewis,
Racline, on the northern coaft of Ireland,
Mull and Ilay.

Writers of the middle ages gencral]y com-
pute the number of the Hebride Iflands at
thirty-two, and the old natives make them
only twenty-four. The difference among
authors in this refpect is no argument of in-
accuracy; fome included the great iflands
only, in their defcriptions; others extended
theiy calculations to the inferior iflands alfo.

POETRY
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-

POETRY OF ‘T}!E‘ANé;ENT CALEDONIANS,
THE moft ancient poetry and fongs, in
the Galic language, reach to the days of
Fingal, a celebrated Caledonian hero, cotem-
porary with the Romans in Britain, Moft
~of them are attributed to Offian’the fon of
that monarch, apd much has been faid for
and againft their authenticity. This contro-
verfy has been honoured with feveral refpec-
table names, among whom are Dr. Blair,
Lord . Kaims, and Dr. Johnfon.
‘The proper writers, however, for difcufl-

ing this fubjec®, are the natives of the-

nghlands, who from their knowledgc of
the ancient Galic, the traditions, proverbs
and fayings of the people, the names of
places, waters, ifles, caves, mountains, and
other circumftances, have a great advantage
over Englithmen, or Low Country Scot{men,
in the difpute. “The former fpeak from
fa&ts, the latter from conjecture.

It is faid, that a fplendid edition of Oflian’s
works is now printing .in the original lan-
guagc. under the care of the learned tranflator,
who Will probably enter the ficld of contro-
verfy with many new lights, and with re-

doubled

— e A
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'doublcd‘vigoxir. Among other materials he
will find confiderable affiftance in a new work,
publifhed in 1780, from which I fhall give
the following extract.* :

« The Jearned Dr. Johnfon fuppofes the
Caledonians to have been alwaysa rude and
illiterate people, who had never any written
language. But this affertion is manifefly
without foundation-; for we can ftill produce a
number of old mapufcripts in the Galic Jan-
guage. When the Druids, who fpoke this
tongue, and were by no means unlearned,.
had been driven from the reft of Britain,
thofe of Caledonia took up their refidence,
in Tona, one of the Hebrides, where they had
a college, and lived and taughtunmolefted, till

they

* Galic Antiquities: confifting of a hiftory of the Druids,
puticularly of thofe of Caledonfa; a differtation on the-

authenticity of the poems of Offian; ard a colleftion of

ancient Poems, tranflated from the Galic of Ullin, Offian,

.Oman, &c. By John Smith, minifter of Kilbrandon, Ar-’

gy%«

The Rev. Mr. M*Nicholl, of Lifmore, Mr. John Clarke, of
Edinburgh, tranflator of the Caledonian Bards, and feveral
other judges of the Galic Language, have alfo taken a zealous
Pat on a fubje®, which, if the opinion of a Low Country

traveller in the Highlands may be allowed to have the:

{malleft weight, i is fo completely decided, as to- rcquu'c no
farther dnfcnce. -
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they were difpoffeffled by St. Columba in  the
~ fixth century. For feveral ages after that
period, Iona was one of the moft famous
feats of learning which this, or any of the
neighbouring kingdoms could boaft of; and
the language in which almoft all this learning
‘was retained, and written, was the Galic. The
difference between this and the Irith, which
the doctor and fome others lay fo much ftrefs
upon, is of no very ancient date. ‘The lan-
guage of Columba, who had his education in
the Irifh fchools, appears, from what remains
of his compofitions, to have been pure Galic;
and the elegy of his Bard over the famous
Irith champion Murcha Macbrian, of an
older date, is no lefs fo. From thisidentity
of the language during fo many ages, and
from the conftant intercourfe ‘between the
two countries, it may be inferred, that any
cultivation which the language received was
common to both kingdoms,
«« To thefe obfervations I add a few .fa@s,
to prove that we had for a long time back a
written language. In the Ifland of Mull,.in .
the neighbourhood of Iona, there has been -
from time immemorial, till very lately, a fuc."
ceflion of Ollas, or Graduate Doflors, in a
family
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family of the name of Maclean, whofe |

writings, to the amount of a large cheft full,
were all, wrote in Galic. What remained

of this treafure was, not many years ago,

bought hp as a literary curiofity, at the de-
fire of the duke of Chandos, and is faid to
have perithed in ‘the wreck of that noblc-
man’s fortune.

« Lord Kaims (Sketches, B. I.) men-
tions a Galic manufcript of the firft four

Books of Fingal, which the tranflator of |

Offian found in the Ifle of Sky, of as old .a
date as the year 1403. Juft now I have in

my pofleflion a mutilated treatife of phyfic,

and another of anatomy, with part of a ca-
lendar, ‘belonging probably to fome ancient
monaﬁery, all in this language and chara&er
Thefe pieces, when compared with others of
a later date, appear to be feveral centuries
old. I had the ufe of another equally an-
cient from Capt. M‘Lauchlan, of the 5sth re-
giment. It confifted of fome poems and a the-
ological difcourfe.  From thefe obfervations
and fadts, it clearly appears, that ever fince
the time of the Druids, the Galic has been
always a written language.

Wwe

e



( xxx )

s« 'We now proceed, continues*Mr. Smith,
40 thofe caufes, to which we owe, for fo
many ages, the prefervation of Offian. Of
thefe, ‘the inftitution of the bards deferve out
firft notice. In a country, the only one per«
thaps in the world, in-which there was always,
from the earlieft period to almoft the prefent
age, a ftanding order of poets, we cannot
reafonably be furprifed, either at finding ex-
cellent poems compofed, or, after being com-
pofed, carefully preferved from oblivion.- A
great part of the bufinefs of this order was
to watch over the poems of Offian. ~ In every
family of diftin&ion, there was at leaft one -
principal bard, and always a number of
difciples, who vied with each other in having
thefe poems in the greateft perfedtion; fo
that if a line was added, altered, or left
qut by any one, another would not “fail
to thew his zeal and fuperiority, by cor-
re@ing him: They had likewife ' frequent
opportunities, in attending their chiefs to
other families, of meeting in crowds and
tehearfing thefe poems, which, at home or
abroad, were night and day their employ-
ment.——Should the inftitution of the bawds
laft for ever, the poems of Offian could never
v perith.
, ¥ ¢ Nor
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& Nor were thcy only the bardd of greie
families who were here concemed. - The
vaffal, equally fénd of the fong with His fu-
perior, entertained himfelf in'the fame nan-:
ner; and all, under his influence; by contri-
buting to his amufement in this way, were
fure of obtaining his favour. - This, with a
life free from care, a {pirit unbroken by la-
bour, and a fpace of time unoccupied by any
other employment or diverfion, contributed to
render the Highlanders a nation of fingers
and poets. From the recital of a variety of
compofitions, they would naturally be led to
make comparifons of their merit. ‘This
would form their tafte better than all the rules
of the critics. The confequence of this
tafte would be a predile&tion in favour of the
poems of Offian ; the fuperior merit of which
was fufficient to procure them immortality:
from a people lefs addicted to the tale and the
ftmg than were thc Highlanders of paft
ages.’

“« Every reafon indeed, private or pub-
lic, that can be fuppofed, helped to preferve
thefe' remains of antiquity. They infpired
fuch a brave and martial fpirit, fuch love
to thc country, and fuch fidelity to the

d ‘ chief, -
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chicf, as made it much the intereft ‘of the
chicftans, or"body politic, to preferve them.
~ For this reafon, probably, no lefs than for
their entertainment, were they led to keep a -
family bard., To the poems of Offian we-
may attribute, a good fthare of that martial
fpirit and enthufiafm for war, till of late,
fo remarkable in the iflands. ‘This fpirit
flourithed with the poems of Offian, and,

in a great meafure, it died with them.
¢« It was likewife the intereft of the reli-
gious to preferve thefe compofitions. They
“well knew how nearly the morality of any,
people is connected with the fongs which
they are continually repeating. The human
heart, they knew, muft always draw a tinc-.
ture from thofe ideas which it is not only. -
much converfant with, but which come
alfo recommended with the united charms
of mufic and poctry. To this it is owing,
that, in all religions, finging the praifes of.
fuperior Beings, or of the Supreme, made
a confiderable part of the worfhip, in hopes
that the mind, by the contemplation of
fuch perfections, might naturally be led to
their imitation. And on the fame princi-
ple, poems or fongs that breathed fuch fen- -
timents
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timents of juftice, generofity, humanity,
and every great and amiable virtue, de- -
ferved no lefs from the preachers of the .
nobleft morality, -than to be encouraged and
regarded. They were too wife to do other-
‘wife; efpecially as the mythology of thofe

poems laid a proper foundation for fuch fu- -
perftructures as thofe priefts were fome-
times fond of building. One fhould rather
think they would be difpofed to add fome-
thing to the poems of Offian, than to take
any thing away from them. But fuch a
number of bards as guarded them, made it
impoflible to do the one or the other. As
it was the interet of the churchmen and
chieftans to preferve the poems of Offian,
it was alfo the concern of the vulgar. Every
clan boafted its defcent from fome or other
of the heroes whom thefe poems celebrate ;
and this was enough to recommend them, .
although the poetry had mot been fo excel-
lent. Their being likewife fo often addrefled
to fome *“ Son of the Rock,” by whom wag
underftood either the tutelar faint of the place,
or fome of the firft miffionaries of Chrifti-
anity, never failed, till men grew more in-

different about religion, to procure them the
c . higheft
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higheft veneration. We may alfo obferve,
that every hill and dale they walked over was
claffic ground.. ‘They felt an. enthufiafm
which antiquaries need not be told of, when
they trod it. Every mountain, rock, and
river, around them, were immortalized in
fong. 'This fong the very fight of thefe ob-
jects would forcibly fuggeft, and every one
would naturally hum it as he walked along.
All the proverbs and cuftoms to which thefe
poems gave rife, would operate in the fame
. manner, whenever they were heard. The
fon would afk what they meant, and the fa-

ther with pleafure would tell him.
¢¢ On this head we may alfo obferve, that
the Highlanders, being always a diftin& and
unfubdued people, contributed greatly to pre-
ferve their cuftoms, traditions, and poems.
‘Their fouthern neighbours fometimes prefled
on them from the one fide, and the Danes
often harraffed them on the other; but fill
they kept pofleflion of their mountains ; and,
like a bow that has been held bent only by
force, took the firft opportunity of recovering
their former fituation, And as the country
in general, fo every particular part of it, had
its fixed inhabitants. The fame clan, from
one
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one generation to another, lived in the fame
valley, and became almoft as much a part of
itas the flream that watered it. This would
produce an uncommon attachment to the
place, and to the ancient fong that fpoke of

it ; which would, on all occafions, make 2

part in their entertainment. How generally
thefe poems were repeated is manifeft from the
unflutuated ftate in which the Galic lan-
guage has remained fince the ®ra of their
compofition. They always formed a ftandard,
with which all ranks of people, inall parts of

-the country, were familiar ; and from which,

while it was fo well known, their fiyle could
never greatly deviate, Hence a Highlander
ftill underftands almoft every line in the poems
of Offian: whereas, in Ireland, where the in-
habitants did not remain fo unmixed, and
where this ftandard was not fo generally at« -
tended to, the fame language has undergone
fo confiderable a change as to feem now rather
a different tongue from the Scots Galic, and
from thefe poems, than a different dialet.

* 'This obfervation is likewife no inconfi-
derable argument for the antiquity and authen«
tacity of thefe poems : that the Galic language,
fpoken in diftricts fo diftant and diftin&, fepa~

c2 rated
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" rated by fo many feas, mountains, heaths,
forefts, and having little or no commerce or
communication with each other, -fhould,
notwithftanding all this, remain for fiftcen
hundred years fo little corrupted or varied
as to appear ftill like the language of almoft
one family, is difficult to account for on any
other fuppofition than that of their having all
enc common ftandard. Every body knows
how faft the Englith language fluGtuated till
fuch a ftandard was formed by the tranflation
of the fcriptures.

« Having afligned fo many caufes for the
prefervation . of the poems of Offian, whilit
thefe caufes operated ; we now proceed to ac-

count for their being in a great meafure loft fo -

fuddenly.

¢ That we have not the whole of the -

poems of Offian, or even of the colle@ion
tranflated by Mr. Macpherfon, we allow :
yet ftill we have many of them, and of almoft
all a part. The building is not entire, but
we have ftill the grand ruins of it. .
- * Within a century back, the Highlands of
Scotland have undergone a greater revolution
than for ten centuries before that period.
With a quicker pace the feudal fyftem va-
i . nithed ;
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nifthed ; propesty fluCtuated ; new laws and
pew cuftoms ftepped in, and fupplanted the
old 3. and all this with fuch fudden and fuch
violent convulfrons, as may well account for
the thaking of- g fabric, which before feemed
to defy time, and ftood the wonder and de-
light of ages. Even fince Mr. Macpherfon
gathered his collection, the amufemertts, em=

ployments, and tafte, of the Highlanders, are
much altered. A greater attention to.com-
merce, aggricylture, and pafturage, has quite
engroffed that partial regard, which was paid
even then, tothe fong of the bard, In twenty
years hence, if manners continue to change
fo faft as they do at prefent, the fainteft traces
thall fcarcely be found of our ancient tales and
poems. « Offian himfelf ‘is the laft of his
“ race, and he too fhall foon be no more ; for
% his grey branches are already ftrewed on all
¢ the winds,”

« Among the caufes which make our an-
cient poems vanith fo rapidly, “poverty and
the iron rod thould, in moft places, have a
large thare, From the baneful fhade of thefe
murderers of the mufe, « the light of the fong”
muft faft retire. No other reafon need be
alked, why the prefent Highlanders negle fo

€3 much
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much the fongs of their fathers.—Once the
humble, but happy vaffal, fat at his eafe, at
- the foot of his grey rock or green tree. Few
were his wants, and fewer ftill his cares ; for
- be beheld his herds fporting around him on
his then unmeafured mountain. He hummed
the carelefs fong, and tuned his harp with
joy, while his foul in filence bleffed his chief-
tan—now—I was going to draw the compa-
rifon HE .

“ Sed Cynthius aurem

¢ Vellit, et admonuit,”

It is with very different feelings that I men-
tion, as another reafon for the negle@ of thefe
and other ancient traditions, the growth of in-
duftry, which fills up all the blanks of time
to better advantage, and efpecially the increafe
of more ufeful knowledge.

« Above all, the extin&ion of the order of
the bards haftened the cataftrophe of Offian’s
poems. In a fingle family only has any of
this order been retained fince the beginning of
this century, and the laft in that family came
down to our times in a very advanced life.*

His

", #Macvurich, Bard to Clanronald,. Happening in 1786, to.
meet Clanronald at Glafgow, in my way to the Welt High-
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His-favourite fongs are' faid to have been the
poems of Offim.. When age was coming
on, memory beginming to fail, and no fuccef«
for likely to appear, he had fo many of them
as he moft admired, committed- to writing.
By a happy coincidenice, Mr. Macpherfon
overtook this bard, and got his treafure. . This
fa@, with the red dook, formerly mentioned,
and fome other manufcnpts, accounts.for his
having thefe poems in' greater nuinber and
perfe&ion, than they could ever fince be met
with.  Were there any inducement, however,
adequate to the labout and expence of a care~
ful fearch, the bef}, though net, perhaps, the
largeft, part might flill be found; yet this,
it is probable, would not produce, in: refolved
fceptics, any more conviction than the many
remains already thewn. ‘

Thofe gentlemen, therefore, who take pains
to fatisfy them in this manner, might as well
give them up with a fmile, as the people of
Jona did the man who would not believe that

ever they had, in that remote cauntry, any
C4 cathe-

lands, he, among other inducements for my viﬁting.hi.x; at Ben-
becula, faid, that he would fhew me a number of manufcrips
pocms and fongs, which had been long in the family,
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cathedral ; for this good reafon, becaufe he -
could fee nothing but the ruins of a building,
which, for ought he knew, he faid, might
never have had a roof upon it.

« Having, continues our author, faid fo
much for the authenticity of the poems tranf-
lated by Mr. Macpherfen, it may be proper
now to give fome account of the few that
follow. Early ftruck with the beauty of fome
of them in the original, and finding that they
had efcaped the inquiries of the able and in~
genious tranflator of Offian, whofe refearches
were chiefly confined to the more northem
parts of the Highlands, I began to colle®
them for my own amufement. Beyond this I
had no further view, till the tranflation of
two fhort fragments, at the defire of fome
gentlemen, who compofed a Galic Society in
Glafgow, were given to the Meflrs. Foulis of
that place, and printed by them about ten
years ago,, accompanied with 3 recommenda-
tion to the tranflator to purfue the inquiry,
A few other pieces of them happened to fall
into the hands of a lady of diftinguifhed tafte,
who thewed them, partly in the tranflation,
and partly in the original, to feveral judges of
poetry m both the languagcs, who wifhed tq

. prdcrvc:
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perferve s many as could be got of ‘them
from finking into oblivian. .

« By thefe circumftances, in a great meafure
accidental, I was induced to beftow more at-
tention upon collecting as much as I pofhbly
could of the, ancient Galic' poetry. In this
tafk, however, I engag’d with very moderate
hopes of fuccefs. The more wefterly part of
the Highlands and ifles, the only comner of
the field which had not formerly been reaped,
did not promife any thing of a rich harveft.
Upon examining, however, .into the more
inland and mountainous’ part of the eountry,
many pieces were found of no inconfiderable
merit, though.few of them were either entire
or uncorrupted.

¢ What feemed in this cafe the moft natural
expedient, was to colle®, from different
quar:ers, as many editions as poffible, in or-
* der to fupply the defects, or rectify the mif~
takes of one by the help of another. This,
for feveral years, was my object, in which I
was happily feconded by my fituation; having
refided for a confiderable time in various parts
of the weft Highlands, particularly on the
cftates of Argyle and Breadalbane in that
colnty ; i where a mountainous fituation, or a

lefs
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Iefs rigorous exertion of power, afforded fom¢
fhelter to the Galic Mufe, 'after fhe had been
hunted from moft other places which the had
been ufed to frequent.

*¢ It might now be proper, for the fatisface
tion of the. public; to mention every perfon
who fumithed a- fingle fragment of thefe
poems. Had the -expediency of this been
earlier attended to, the lift, though long,
fhould have been given complete ; which can-
not now be done, by mere recolle@ion, after
ten or twelve years have elapfed. The prin.
cipal contributors, however, can eafily be
enumerated : and though it may be of little
- tonfequence to the public to be prefented
with the names of perfons who'can be known
only to a very few of them, yet in arder to
fatisfy them as far as can be expected from a
tranflator, I have fet down as many of their
names below as wxll. I hope, be reckoned
fuﬂiuent' .

“ Moﬁ

'Thc author gives the names of thirteen perfons, among
whom was the Rev. Mr. Mc Diarmid, of Wemyfs, then re-
fiding in the Ifle of Mull; and fome pieces from a manufcrip't
colle&tion, belonging to the Rew, Mr, Mc Diarmid, of Glal
gow; “but, fays he, I have been in a fpecial manner obliged
to Mr. Kennedy, fchoolmafter in Kilmelford, for the ufe of
a large colleion, which with a view of publifhing, he had
gathered with great induftry through many paris of the Wefk
Highlands and Iles,”
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« Moft of the following poems bear the
name of Offian ; wljo, for fome ages back,.
has engroced the merit of almoft all the an-
cient Galic poetry, as he had certainly a title
to the beft of it. Some which bear evidence
of their not being his, are remarked as belorg-
ing to fome other poet. Other parts, that
feemed to me only imitations, I have taken
no notice: of, as I could not’ abfbl'utely ven-
fure to reprobate them., = - E

“I-have inferted, oceafienclly, - as-many
fpecimens of the original as I could prefume
upon, without fear of incuring the cenfure
of the bulk of readers, who may not under-
ftand their beauty, which often could not be
conveyed into an Englith tranflation. But
fhould it be thought, contrary' to what I'ap~
prehend, that I have given teo few, I fhall
willingly take the firft opportumty that may
offer of producing more of them

OF
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OF THE HEBREDIAN SEMINARY OF
LEARNING AT ICOLUMKILL.

HE Scots of the fifth century had given

an apoftle to Ireland, whofe miffion
feems to have been very rapid, forin the next
ccntury. Ireland furnithed the Hebride Ifl-
ands with a faint of high eftimation in thafe
days. The Scottifh apoftle was the famous St.,
Patric, a native of Dunbartonthire, who be-
fides propagating the chriftian religion in Ire-
land, taught the inhabitants the ufe of letters, -
of which they were, according to Nennius
" and other hiftorians, entirely ignorant.

The Irifh apoftle was the no lefs celebrated,
St. Columba, whofe arrival in Britain is thus
defcribed by Bede, the Saxon hiftorian. ¢ In
« the year of Chrift, five hundred and fixty-.
~ « five, while Juftin the leffer, held the reigns
«¢ of the Roman empire, Columba, a prefby-
« ter and abbot, whom his manners have
« yendered, defervedly famous, came from
¢¢ Ireland into Britain. His defign in. com-
« ing thither, was to preach the word of
« God in the Provinces of the northern Piés,
¢ the fouthcm people of that denomination

* having
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“ having been converted to the faith by Nl-
“ nian, a long time before that period. He
“ arrived in Britain while Bridius, a very
« powerful prince," reigned over thc. Pi&s;
« and the power of the holy man’s do&rine,
* and the influence of his example, ¢ convcrtcd
¢ that nation to'the faith.” _

If any credit can be given to the ftories
related of Columba, it would feem that he
left his native country in a fit of refentment,
vowing never to fettle within fight of that
ifland. He firft landed - on a {mall ifland of .
- the Hebrides called Oranfay; but finding that
ifland too near his hated country, he moved
to a little fertile ifland on the weft coaft of
Mull, called Hy, or Iona. 'This ifland is
about two miiles in length by nearly one in
breadth.

On this fmall fpot Columba fixed the feat
of his little {piritual empire, and founded an
ecclefiaftical {eminary, which, for duration and
fame, was not exceeded by the moft cele-
brated eftablithment in the annals of northemn
Europe.

. Soon after his arrival at Iona, he founded
a cell of monks, and was himfelf the firft
abbot. So great was the efteem in which he

- was
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was held, that he had the horour of burying
in this holy ground, two kings of Scotland,
and of crowning a third. :

Columba died in the thuty-fecond year af-
ser his arrival at this ifland, where he was
buried. His life was written by Adamnanus,
his fucceffor, a copy of which is faid to be
m the pofleffion of Macdoenald of Clanronald,

. and another in the family of Macniel of Bara.
After his death, the ifland received the
name of X-columb-cill, or, the Ifle of the
Cell of Columba. It was afterwards perfo-
nified, converted into a faint, and worthipped
- under the title of St. Columb-killa. !

It enjoyed tranquility, above two centuries,
but in the year 807, the roving tribes of pa-
gan Danes or Norwegians, attacked the clergy
with favage barbarity, maffacred fome of the
monks, and forced the remainder with their
abbot, to fly for fafety. The monaftery re-
mained depopulated feven . years after this
calamitous event. On. the retreat of the.
Danes it received a new order, being that of
the Cluniacs, who continued there till the dif-
folution, when the revenues were united to

the bithopric of Argyle.
Icol-
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Ycolumkill furnithed bifhops to feveral
dioceffes in England and Scotland ; amongft
others, Aidanus, bithop of Landisfaim, in
Northumberland. \

In {ucceeding times it became the feat of
the bithops of Soder and Man ; and it con-
tained befides the monaftery, a nunnery and
feveral chapels.

This  place was famous for its library, ~
which contained the archives and hiftories of
the kingdom, with many other manufcripts
that are now difperfed and loft.

*¢ The library here muft have been invalu-
able, fays Mr. Pennant, if we can depend
upon Boetius, who afferts, that Fergus II,
affifting Alaric the Goth, in the facking of
Rome, brought away as fhare of the plunder,
a cheft of books, which he prefented to the
monaftery of Iona.* Aeneas Sylvius (after-
wards Pope Pius II.) intended when he was
in Scotland to have vifited the library - in
fearch of the loft books of Livy, but was
prevented by the death of the king. A fmall

parcel
*® If ever any fuch books were prefented, it muft havg )

been fubfequent to Fergus's reign, which was many years
before the monaftery was founded.
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parcel of themwere, in 1 524, brought to Aber-
deen,. and great pains were taken to unfold -
them, but through age and the tendernefs of
the parchment, little could be read ; but
from what the learned were able to make -
out, the work appeared by the ftyle to have
rather been a fragment of Saluft than of Livy.
But the regifter and records of the Ifland, all
written on Parchment, and probably other.
more antique and valuable remains, were all
deftroyed by that worfe than Gothic Synod,
who at the reformation declared war againft
all fcience.”

This place became alfo the Sepulture of
forty-eight kings of Scotland, eight of Nor-
way, four of Ireland, befides- the chief-
tans of the Highland and Hebridian Clans,
fome of whofe effigies ftill remain on the fpot,
many have been deftroyed, and others have
been purlomcd for other church yards, in the-
Highlands.

I have feen fome of thefe effigies, and alfo
fome of the ftone croffes that have been taken
- from Icolumkill. One of the latter ftands
in the centre of the town of Campbeltown ;
a beautiful pillar, omamented with foliage.

Many
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The effigies have been carried moﬁly to
Argylefhire, where- they are laid over the
graves of the principal inhabitants. A number
of them may be feen at Kilmartin, where
the people can give the names of the per-

" fons on whofe graves they were ongmally

placed

ANTI.Q!JITY.:OF THE ALLIANCE BETWEEN
THE FRENCH AND SCOTS; AND THE
GREAT FIDELITY OF THE LATTER.

IT appears from hiftory, that Inverlochy was
anciently a place of confiderable note; a
refort of French and Spaniards, probably to
purchafe fith, for which it was a kind of em-
porium, particularly for falmon. But the place
is ftill.more noted for its being a refidence of
kings, “and where the memorable League,
offenfive and defenfive, is recorded to have
been ﬁgned between Charlemain and Achaius,
King of Scotland, in 7g1.

The origin of this alliance feems to have
arifen, Firft, from the obftinate refiftance of
the Saxons in Germany, aided by their coun-

d trymen

!

~
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tiymen in Sbuth Britain, to the arms of Char-.
lemain, which obliged that great conqueror
‘to recruit his armies with auxiliaries from
various parts of Europe, among whom were
" four thoufand Scots, commanded by Gilmer,
brother to Achaius.

This Gilmer, after fignalizing himfelf
againft the Pagén Saxons, embraced a reli-
-gious life, and founded fome monafteries for
his countrymen in Germany, and other
places; which fa& is fully authenticated by
the united teftimony of the French and Italian
hiftorians of thofe early times. Thefe monaf-
teries, as appears from records, were govemcd
fucceflively by Abbots and Priors of the Scot-

" tith nation. '

In Paulus Emilius’s hiftory of the French -
atchievements, we meet with the following
very remarkable expreflions: *¢ The Saxons
‘“ being overcome, that their name, by de-
« grees, might be extinguithed, Charles be-
“ ftowed the honours of magiftracy upon
“ ftrangers, but principally upon the Scots,
* whom he made ufe of for the great fidelity
‘¢ he found in them.”

Secondly, Charlemain was defirous to ag-
grandlze France, by rendering it the feat of

- literature,
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literature, as well as of extenfive empire ; for
this purpofe, he invited thither the learned
from all parts, and particularly certain eccle-
fiaftics of Scotland, whom he employed to
read philofophy, in greek and latin, at Paris,
and afterwards in founding a umverﬁty in
that metropolis. :

¢ The moft ancient trcaty, fays bithop Ni-
cholfon, which is now fuppofed to be entirely
extant, is that which was concluded between
the Emperor Charles the Great and Achaius;
whereupon it was allowed, that, in all times
coming, the Scottifh kings fhould bear their
red lion (Fergus the firft’s arms) in a
. counter-charged border - of flowers-de-lis.
I have feen a noble manufcript of two hun-
dred and thirty fheets in folio, of the treaties
betwixt the kings of France and Scotland,
from the year 791, (wherein the foremen-
tioned league was concluded) to 1296. Where-
unto are added the privileges granted by feve-
ral kings of France to the Scots; fairly
written in their original languages. Upon
this latter fubject there is a printed treatife
which bears the title of Efcoffe Frangoife;
which gives the original of the prwxleges of

the Scotch guards in France.’
d 2 The



( Li )

The treaty concluded betweén thefe co-
temporary princes, and the fervices performed
by the Scots, in virtue thereof, feems to have
laid the foundation of that alliance between
France and Scotland, which lafted, with fome
intermiffions, till the union of the two Britith
crowns. To this alliance, many of the fub-
fequent treaties of reciprocal defence between
France and Scotland had a reference.

A feafonable fupply of troops and thips of
war, having been fent by James IV. king
of Scotland, to Lewis XII. king of France,
then deftitute of allies and ready to fink
under the arms of England, Germany, and
Italy, the French monarch was fo overcome
with gratitude, that he pave orders for ra-.
.+ tifying and augmenting the ancient privileges
of the Scottifth nation in France.

The letters of naturalization in favour of
that kingdom, give the following reafons :
‘¢ Becaufe of the league which had been of
¢ old made and obferved between the two na-
¢ tions, and in confideration of the great and
* mighty fervices done by the Scots to the
“ kings and kingdom of France, efpecially dur-
“ ing the reign of Charles VII. when many

“ princes of Scotland came over toFrance,and ,
‘ « helped

-
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¢ helped to expel her enemies, who were then
«¢ mafters of the greateft part of it: For which
*¢ fignal piece of fervice, and the undaunted
« courage difplayed by the Scots, on all occa-
s fions, that monarch, Charles VII. had ap-
¢ pointed 200 of them to guard his perfon,
¢ of whom 100 were men of arms, and are
« now,adds the record, the 100 launces of our
« ancient ordinance, and 100 archers, 24 of
«¢ whom are called archers of the body. -

-+ Secondly, * becaufe of the unfhaken fide-
«« lity, which, without any variation, or inter-
“« ruption, has at all times been confpicuous in
« thofe of that nation ; and in the extraordinary
<« good offices done by the prefent, king, who
“¢ had fent both a confiderable land army, and
“¢ a fleet, confifting of many good fhips, to
«¢ France, upon which account b5 fubjeéis
““ ought to befor ever encouraged and favoured
<« above allothers.”

In the contra& of marriage between the
Dauphin of France and Mary Queen of
Scots, publithed among the French treaties
of peace and alliance, mention is made of the
ancient leagues between the two kingdoms, begun
esgbt hundred years before that time.

d ;3 Thefe
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Thefe privileges related chiefly to commer-
cial affairs, in which the Scots, being the moft
favoured nation, were enabled then to carry
on a very extenfive trade with France, till the
acceflion of James VI. to the crown of Enga
land, when France withdrew her favours.
On this, James, at the earneft requeft of his
Scottith f{ubjects, remonftrated with the court
of France, but without effe@®. The goods
and chattels of Scotfmen who died in France
were, however, flill exempted. from being
feized by that government; a privilége allow-
ed to the Scots and Swifs only. |

REMAINS OF CALEDONIAN ARCHITEC= -
TURE.

THERE are ftill in the Highlands fome
remains of buildings that were erected
in very remote ages.

The caftle of Dunftaffnage was a feat
of the kings -of the Scottifh nation, previous
to the conqueft of the Picts in the ninth
century. It is built on the fummit of a rock

that
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-that rifes fome yards above' the level of the
ad;acent ground. The fides of the rock ayé

fo neatly pared to render it precipitous, that
a perfon at a {mall diftance cannot diftinguith
the rock from the wall which is. ereGed
upon it. - The bafe is wathed on one fide by
Loch Etive, and on the land-fide there is a
fmall declivity. :

By means of thefe circumftances, this feat
muft have been proof againft any machine
that could be brought againft it before the
invention of gun-powder. -

The caftle of Rothfay, in the .ifland of
Bute was originally circular, and is ef un~
known antiquity. . A-part of the outer wall
Aill remains, about five or fix yards in
height. It has a venerable appearance, and
is moftly covered with creeping ivy. Within
this wall, a building of later times was ereci=
ed, it is fuppofed, by fome princes of the
houfe of Stuart, who refided here. .

In that part of the Highlands, called Lord
Rae’s Country, there are the ruins of a circular
building, which feems to have been a feat of
fome monarch or great chieftan; but at what
pcnod it was ere@ed, and for what purpofe,

dgs in
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'~ in the heart of a gloomy and almoft inac-
~ ceffible defart, antiquaries can fcarcely. form a
conjecture. It is called Dornadella, probably
from the perfon who built it, and as this
barren region has-in all ages been appropriated
to -the chace, it may be fuppofed that the
~building ferved as a fummer refidence to the
chiefs and their followers, who in that feafon
cmployed themfelves in hunting. '

Some conje@ure, that it was a druidical
temple, an opinion founded upon fimilar re-
mains of ancient buildings in France, whofe
erection and ufes were attributed to the Druids
of that country.

. There are many circular buildings, of mfe-
rior dimenfions, on the Weft coaft of Scotland,
. and in the Hebride Iflands, called Duzs, a

:Celtic word, which fignifies a hill or emi-
. mence, but whether ere¢ted by the Druids or
the Norwegians, hiftory affords no poﬁtlve

lights. .
" 'Thefe impérfet fketches of the Caledonian
or Galic annals, ferve to furnith inconteftible
proofs that the Highlands of Scotland, parti-
cularly the Weftern coaft, and the Hebride Ifles
were inhabited in very remote ages by the

Celtes or Gauls from the continent ; that they
were
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- were a numerous, and.a war-like people

when the Romans firft ereted their ftandards
at the bottom of the’ Grampian Mountains ;
that they defended their country and liberties
with fingular bravery, and uncommon perfe-
verance, till the encroaching enemy abandoned
their country, without havmg made a conqueﬂ:
of any part of it.

It is alfo evident, that they were under
fome degree of regular government ; faithful
and loyal fubjects to a lineal fucceffion of
kings ; gmded in fpiritual concems, by priefts -
or Druids ; and in later times, by the teachers
of Chriftianity, when that religion was un-
known in the more northern parts of Europe.
It farther appears, that thefe Caledonian Gauls

-were lovers of poetry and mufic; that they

produced a bard, coeval with the Romans,
fufficiently ‘endued by nature for handing
down to ‘the lateft poflerity, their martial
atchievments againft the Roman arms, as
well as the affiftance which they were ever

ready to give to their friends or brethren

in diftrefs.

Finally,
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Finally, that the prefent Highlanders are
the* lineal, .unmixed defcendants of thefe
* herges, poets and bards, who through a long
fucceffion of ages, have preferved the Celtic
language in its ancient purity ; who fiill
retain, in a confiderable degrée, the fimple
.manners and cuftoms of their anceftors ; and
who' are lefs tinGtured with the vices of .mo-
. dern times, than thofe that beftow upon them
the epithet of barbarous. )

\

_ MODERN DESCRIPTIONS OF -THE HIGH-'
LANDS, AND THE HEBRIDE ISLES.

AMES V. of Scotland was the firft

among the moderns who vifited the thores
of that country. In the year1 34, he embarked
at Leith with five fhips, attended by fundry
noblemen, upon a voyage to the Orkney and
Hebride Iflands, for the double purpofe of
taking charts of the coafts, and eftablithing
juftice among the people. A Journal of this
- voyage was taken by Mr. Lindfay, the
mafter of the king’s thip, and is printed at
the end of Father Fournier’s Hydrographic,
, : Paris
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Paris 1667. " The chart was completed by
the French king’s cofmographer in 1583,
Mr. Adair, hydrographer of the kingdom .
of Scotland, drew it anew in 1688.

In 1549, Danald Monro, dean of ‘the
ifles, travelled over the Hebrides, whofe de+
{criptions have been copled by Buchannan and
others. Buchannan, who was his cotemporary,
fays he was a perfon of good induftry, as well
as great piety and learning. |

In 1698, Mr. John Adair made a voyage
to the Orkney and Hebride Iflands, of whlch
he publithed a Journal.

About the fame period, Mr. Martm,
do&or of phyfic, made a complete tour
through the Hebrides, and his book, entitled
a Defcription of the Weftern Iflands of Scot-, ‘
land, was publithed in 1703, and dedicated
to George prince of Denmark. « Perhaps,-
“ fays he, in his preface, it is peculiar to
« thofe ifles, that they have never been de-
« fcribed till now by any man that was a na-
« tive of the country, or had travelled them.
« They were indeed touched by Boethius,
« bithop Lefley, Buchannan, and Johnfton,
“ in their hiftories of Scotland, but none of
« thofe authors were ever there in perfon; fo

«¢ that
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= that what they wrote concerping them,
s was upon truft from others. Buchannan,
e it is true, had his information from Donald
« Monro, who had been in many of them,
« and therefore his account is the beft that,
*¢ has hitherto appeared, but it muft be own-
¢ ed that it is very imperfect.”
~ Concerning Mr. Martin, the author of the
life of Dr. Samuel Johnfon gives the follow-
ing account :——< Of this writer, fays he,
little more is known, than that of which him-
felf feems to be the relator, viz. That
he was born in one of the moft /pacious
and fertile ifles in the Weft of Scotland ; and,
befides his liberal education at the univerfity,
had the advantage of feeing foreign places,
and converfing with fome of the royal fociety ;
but who, neverthelefs, feems to have been a
very weak, credulous, and fuperftitious man,
and, notwithftanding his liberal education,
with refpe@ both to matter and form, an in-
judicious writer.” '

- There are, however, many fa&s interfperfed
in this book; but a thorough difcovery and
inveftigation of thefe iflands with a critical
. and penetrating eye, was referved to the
- prefent age. Sir Jofeph Banks, after a cir-

cums-
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cumnavigation round the world, made 2 -
voyage to the Hebrides, where he dif-
covered one of the greateft curiofities in na-
ture, an ifland compofed of bafaltic pillars,
far furpafling thofe known by the name of the
Giant’s Caufeway, which had hitherto been
the admiration of mankind.

Sir Jofeph’s account of thefe pillars, with
their dimenfions, is given in the appendix.

Next in time, was Thomas Pennant, Efq.
of Downing, in Flintfhire. This gentleman
poflefled every accomplithment for the pur-
pofes of inquiry and communication. A re~
fpectable fortune, a liberal education, a lover
of fcience and philofophy in all their branches ;
a thorough knowledge of hiftory, and what-
ever falls under the head of antiquities; much
perfeverance, ' phllanthrophy, candour, and
good-nature.

Such was the man who fet out in ]unc
1769,* to make the tour of an almoft unde-
fcribed country, for though much had been
written upon the geography, natural hiftory,
antiquities, and other particulars of Scot- -
land, a complete fyftematical work upon
thefe fubjects, from perfonél obfervation,

was

* In confequence, it is faid, of the death of his lady.
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was ftill wanting, till Mr. Pennant under-
took the generous defign, and I may venture
to fay that no country apcient or modern
was ever better defcribed. His writings are
~a true pi¢ture of the country and people;
entertaining, inftru@ive, and finely embel- |
lithed with copper-plates, for which purpofe
he was at the expence of taking a perfon
with him for making drawings from land-
{capes, ruins,’ plants, &c.

He fet out by the way of Berwick, and from'
thence to Edinburgh, Perth, Dunkeld, Tay--
mouth, Blair, Brac-Mar, Aberdeen, Banff,
and Invernefs, to Duncan’s-Bay Head, .in
Caithnefs. He returned by the fame road to
Invernefs, and from thence ftruck weftward
along the fide of Loch Nefs to Fort Auguftus, -
and Fort William, in Lochaber. From
Fort William, he took a fouthern dire¢tion by
Tyndrum, and Dalally, to Inveraray. From
Inveraray, he returned to England, by Loch
Lomond, Dunbarton, Glafgow, Stirling, Edin-
burgh Moffat, and Carlifle. 'This journey,
~ with an appendix, makes a quarto volume,
- and contains twenty-one plates. '\

In May 1772, hefet out again, upon a
more extraordinary enterprife than the former.
* The
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The -chief obje&t of it feems to have beéen
a crutfe among the Hebride Iflands, the ftate
of which was little known to the generality
of Scotfmen, and ftill lefs to Englithmen.

In this tour he went by the Carlifle Road
to Dumfries, Lanerk, Glafgow, and Gree-
nock. Here he hired a decked veflel for his He-
‘bridean voyage, andvifited the iflands of Bute,
Arran, and the Craig of Ailfa, in the Firth of

Clyde : Landed at Campbeltown, and croffed

to the weft fide of the Peninfula of Cantixe..

‘where the veffel, after going round that cape, ‘-

took him again on board. He was now
upon the Atlantic, and in fight of the He-
brides, a part of which he vifited in the fol-
lowing order, viz. Gia, Jura, Ilay Oranfay,
Colonfay, .Iona or Icolumkill, Canay, Rum,
Sky, Lifmore, Scarba, and Efdale.

All thefe iflands, and the oppofite coaft of

the main land, he defcribes with aftonifthing .

exaétnefs, and it is matter of great regret,
that he did not vifit more of the Hebrides.
The principal iflands omitted are Mull, Egg,
Muck, Coll, Tirey, Bara, South Uift, Ben-

becula, North Uift, Harris and Lewis. This, .

however, could not be done in one feafon,
without great hazard from the equinoctial
ftorms, which.are tremendous in thefe feas.

.o , e The
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. 'The cruife above defcribed, was performed
between June 17 and Auguft 15, when he.
landed at Ardmaddie, in Argylefhire. From.
thence he vifited Inveraray, and the banks of
Loch Awe, at the upper end of which h
took an eaftern direction, following the courf
of the Tay to Killein, at the Head of Loch
Tay, and from thence to Taymouth, at the
Jower end of that lake. From Taymouth to
Loggerait,. Mouline, Blair, Dunkeld, Perth,
- the Roman encampments, and othcr‘ remains
in Stratherne, the Carfe of Gowrie, Dundee,
Aberbrothic, Montrofe, Dunnotter, Brechin,
Forfar, -Dunfinane, Abernethy, Falkland,
St. Andrews, and from thence along the
north fthore qof the Forth to Dumfermline,
- Alloa and Stirling. From Stirling to Car-
ron, Linlithgow, Edinburgh, Melros, Kelfo,
and Northumberland; the whole with an Ap-
pendix, making 2 vols. and ornamented with
g1 plates. | ‘

Though Mr. Pennant has done fo much,
a great part of Scotland ftill awaits another’
. vifit from one who'is fo eminently qualified
for compleating the important work : But,
from what I perceived, when I urged this
bufinefs, there feems to be very little hope

that he will ever undertake it, owing, pof-
| fibly,
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fibly, to a new family conneion, which,
with literary amufements, may fully cngage
his time.

The undefcribed countries are, Klrkubnght-
thire, Wigtownfhire, Airfhire, and- moft of '
Renfrewthire, including the Solway Firth,
and the eaft fide of the Firth of Clyde, the
whole forming a line of coaft exceeding 140
miles in length. - Thefe countries lie in the
fouth of Scotland, and contain many remains
of antiquity. }

- +On the weft; he has not feen, as before ob-
ferved, above one half of the HebrideIfles, ow=
ing partly to a malignant fever that prevailed
in the LongIfland ; and, on the  north-wett, he
attempted to penetrate as far as the Pentland
Firth, but found it impracticable ; confe~
quently, the weft and north coaft of Suther~
land, with the greateft part of .Caithnefs,, are
by him undnfcnbed But inftead of dwelling
upon what he has not done, thofe .who wifh
to have a faithful relation of fadts, are under.’
very confiderable obligations to -that gentle-.
man for what he has done, it being undoubt—s
edly one of the beft books that has been
written upon thefe fubJe&s, by ancient or: '

modern authors. *
e Next
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Next follows Dr. Johnfon, who honoured
. even the rudeft parts of Scotland with a vifit 3,
but, however eminent in fome refpes, the
Do&or laboured under the incurable misfor-
tune of being the very counter part of the
travellcr whom he fucceeded.

" He fet out to make the tour of Scetland

and the Hebride Iflands, at an advanced pe-
riod of life, and nearly blind.- He-chofe the
- autumn, which in that, country is gcnerally‘
wet and boifterous.
- He was no antiquarian; and he feems to
* have had very litte tafte for botany, and the
various branches of natural hiftory. Come
bining thefe difadvantages, the Doctor it may:
be fuppofed, was very ill qualified for explor.
ing, and for defcribing' thefe remote and ala
moft unknown diftri&s.

* But thefe defe@s were only fecondary cone
fiderations, when compared to his difpofition .
and temper refpe@ing that country and peo-.
ple. He fet out under incurable impreffions -
of a national prejudice, a religious prejudice,-
and a'literary jealoufy.

* Fiomi a writer of fuch abilities, and fuch
prejudices, the natives of Scotland had r::
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fon to expet a fhower of arrows without
mercy ; and it was poffibly from this prepof-
feflion, that they were ready to fall upon him
as one man, the moment that his book ap-
peared. ‘Their minds were charged with fen-
timents of indignity, refentment and revenge,
which they did not fail to difcharge upon his
head in whole platoons, from every quarter.
He fuftained the thock with firmnefs, and
when threatened with corporal chaftifement,
by an eminent Hiftorian, he threw down the
gantlet, and provided himfelf with a cudgel
fix feet long, and a club at the end of it.*

If, however, we mmake allowances for the
Dotor’s bodily and mental gnfirmities, by.

* Among the Dofor’s opponents was the author of 2
Book entitled Lexipkanes, a dialogue imitated from Lucian, and
Judted to the prefent times. Being an attempt to reflore the Englifh
Tongue to its ancient purity. And to corre®, as well as expofe,
the affelled flyle, hard words, and abfurd phrafeology of many
late wmiters, and particularly of our Excrisu Lexirnanzs
the Rambicr.

Sir John Hawkins attributes this performance to Dr,
Kenrick. The Author was Archibald Campbell, fon of pro-
feffor Campbcll of St. Andrews; and by profeflion, a purfer

' of a man of war.

He wrote another fatircal performance, called the Sale of
Authors, in imitation of Bucian’s Sale of Philofophers which
was levelled at the writers then living, who had adopted Dr,
Jobafop’s fiyle. _

€2 which
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" which I mean his dogmatical difpofition, and
ftrong prejudices, the obfervations and conclu-
fions upen what he faw, may be confidered as a
valuable acquifition to the hiftory of North
Britain. I have read his book again and
again, travelled with him from Berwick to .
Glenelg, through countries with which I am
well acquainted ; failed with him from Glen-
elg to Rafay, Sky, Rum, Coll, Mull, and
Icolumkill ; but have not been able to correct
him, in any matter of confequence. I have
often admired the accuracy, the precifion, and
the juftnefs of what he advances, refpecting
both the country and the people.

Were his book ftripped of. fome illiberal
epithets, and of his lame conjectures refpec-
ting Galic genius, it would make an excel-
lent fupplement to the invaluable writings
of the traveller who preceded him.

The Doctor and James Bofwell, Efq. fet
out from Edinburgh on the 18th day of Auguft,
1773 ; croffed the great ferry to Fifethire,
went along the eaft coaft to St. Andrews,
Dundee, Aberbrothic, Montrofe, Aberdeen,
and Slain’s Caftle. Croffed the country from
thence to Banff on the Murray Firth, and
kept due weft along that coaft, through Elgin,

Forres,
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Forres, and Fort George, to Invernefs. At this
place they hired horfes and guides to the weft
fea, by Lochnefs, - Fort Auguftus, Glen~
morifon, and Glenelg, where they croffed over
to Sky, which, with Rafay, Coll, Mull, and
Icolumkill, they examined with confiderable

. minutenefs.

They returned from the Hebrides, by In-
veraray, Loch Lomond, Glafgow and Air-
thire, to Edinburgh. The Doctor has every
where. delivered his {entiments with freedom,
and in. many inftances, with a feemingly re-
gard for the benefit of the inhabitants, and
the ornament of the country.  His remarks
on the want of, trees and hedges for fhade, as
wel}as for thelter to the cattle, are wel} foupd-
¢d, and merit the thanks, not the illiberal cen-
fures, of the natives. He alfo felt for the
diftreffes of the Highlanders, and explodes,
with great propriety, the bad management of
the grounds, and the neglcét of timber in the
Hebrides,

. €3 . eRIGIN
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ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE BRITI‘SH
éOCIETY FOR EXTENDING THE FISH~-
ERIJES, AND IMPROVING THE SEA-
COASTS OF THE KINGDOM.

AS the year 1786 forms a new =rain
the annals of the Highlands, I am under
¢the unavoidable neceffity of introducing my-
felf in the detail, and I hope, that candour
will make allowances for the part that I oc-
cupy therein, which could not be omitted
without leaving a very confiderable chafm in
the hiftory of that country. I fhallabide ftrictly
by facts, as they happened in the order of
time, from the year 1764 to the prefent day.
* In that year, I firft -went, through mo-
tives of curiofity, upon a fhort excurfion into
the Highlands, where the extreme poverty,
idlenefs, and diftrefles of the people, made an
impreffion which has ever fince engaged my
*thoughts, much of my time, and occafioned.
" an expence of feveral thoufand pounds ; be-
fides inconveniencies by fea and land, which
it would be tirefome to enumerate, and pain-
ful to read.

Y often
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.. T often reafoned with myfelf on this mate
ter, whether to facrifice fo much time “and
money, or abandon a.caufe that might one
day prove effentially beneficial to 300,000
people or upwards, . many of whom had no-
thing more than a bare exiftence, and even
that upon the moft precarioug tenure. - ..

In thefe deliberations, I gave way invarie
ably to the impullfe of my own feelingss
the difcoveries made in one journey, ferved
only to incite new ardour for another; and I
have; in the courfe of twenty-three years,
penetrated and explored that kingdom fixteen
times 3 by which I have acquired more gene»
ral knowledge of the various claffes of people,
the diftricts, towns, ports, bays, lochs, thips
ping, fitheries, manufaGures, &c. than was
ever collected in the breaft of one individual.

As the Highlands firft drew my notice, I
began to enquire into the moft effeCtual means
of employing the "jnhabitants, and.of pre~
venting emigration, which at that time pre-
vailed greatly, and of which I was often a
witnefs,

Thistrainof thinking became ftillmore agree.
able, from the confideration, that whatever
contributed te keep the people at home, and

€4 engage
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engige them in habits of ufeful .induftry,
would tend’alfo to ftrenghten the navy, and
to encreafe the demand for Britith .manu-
fa@ures. -

The objects that firft occurred towards the
accomplithment of thefe defirable purpofes,
were the fitheries in all their varieties, and
the manufacture of fundry articles which are
ufed in that branch, as fhip and boat-building,
net-making, fail-making, rope-making. &c.
' 'This led to an acquaintance with fithermen
of all defcriptions, as well as merchants and
traders in' that line, throughout the greateft
part of the kingdom, whom I found ready
on every occafion to give me the fulleft infor-
mation, as far as their very imp:r&,ét know-
ledge extended.

JThe more I confidered this. fubje&, the more
important it appeared, both.ito the firength
of  the empire, and to the welfare of a great
body of people. I therefore refolved to be-
-come matfter of -it, though at the expence of
‘a long apprenticethip; and I gained, by un~
remitting inquiries and reading, a knowledge
of that bufinefs, fufficient for affifting fither-
men themfelves in a profeffion, of. whith
{omc had only a fupcrﬁcxa.l knowledge, and

pthers
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others ‘were almoft entirely -ignorant, particu«
larly in the manner of curing. :

The laft journey through very remote, and
partly unexplored regions, has completed
the remaining part of general information,” I
I have now encircled the kingdom, by tra-
verfing the whole coaft, with one foot, as it
weré, on land, and the other in the water.
By this I have gained a knowledge of the
various fpecies of fith on each refpective
thore, and the feas thercof, as well as the
quantities that might be caught upon an ave~
rage of years.

When I found myfelf qualified to fpeak
upon the fubject of fitheries, and of improve-
ments in the Highlands, I frequently {pent
feveral hours in writing whole packets of let-
ters, enforcing the expediency of drawing the
public attention that way; but this fedentary
bufinefs engroffed fo much time, that print<
ing feemed more eligible. Unwilling, how-
ever, to be deprived of the fatisfattion which
obfcurity and folitude afforded, I circulated
fome papers privately, which, being honoured

with particular notice, I ventured, with ad.-’-‘
ditions, to publith.

The
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- 'The favourable reception of thefe firft
fketches, fuggefted the idea of a more com-
plete work, by éxtending fome of the fub-
Je&s, and mtroducmg others, the whole
giving a {yftematic view of the affairs of
8cotland in general, and of the Highlands,
with its fitheries,- in particular.

Next followed a printed abridgment of the
above work, as far as related to fitheries j this
was intended for the particular ufe of fuch
gentlemen as did not chufe to purchafe or
read two volumes,

As a guide to the public in the geography
of the country, I engaged a drawer to give
me the outlines of Dorret’s map of Scotland,
upon a large theet : I filled up the names my-
felf, and was very attentive to thofe of the
Jakes and bays. ‘The map has been found
very ufeful, in giving a general idea of the
extent of the country, the number and ﬁtu..
ation of the lakes, &c.

- Immediately after the publication of my
fisft account of the Highlands, I fet out for
- Ireland, in order to colle@® information re-
fpeting the newly eftablithed fitheries of that
kingdom, ‘and from thence I croffed over
to Cantire. In the mean time, fundry
-7 noble«

4
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noblemen and gentlemen in 3cotland, began
to form themfelves into a fociety at Edin-
burgh, for the purpofe of facilitating the
plans of improvement recommended in the
publication, and for other matters worthy
of their attention. '
" The Highland Society at London had been
eftablithed feveral years before : it was partly
a convivial club, who met to enjoy them-
felves according to the cuftoms of their-coun«
try, to hear the bagpipe, drink whifky out
of the clam-fhell, &c. and, partly, an in-
ftitution for the encouragement of collections
and publications in their native tongue, and
of their native mufic, and fimilar obje&s.:

Upon my return from Edinburgh, foon
after the eftablithment of the new fociety in
that city, and of which I had been voted an
honorary member, I propofed that the Londort
Society fhould extend their plan; do fome-
thing farther in the way of bufinefs, and co-
operate with the Committee of the Houfe of
Commons then fitting upon the fitheries. I
enforced this matter pretty warmly to the fe-
cretary, and other members. All thefe gen-
tlemen exprefled their approbation of my pro- -
pofals, and their readinef§ to come forward,
‘ and
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and give their concurrence to any meafures
that might benefit their country, whofe im-
portance I had laboured to reprefent in the
ftrongeft terms.

In order to give effect to thefe difpofitions,
I tranfmitted to the fecretary and other gen-
tlemen, a long letter, ftating the urgent ne-
ceflity of opening an inland navigation in
the Highlands, and alfo of erecting fithing
ftations along the coaft, upon the plan re-
commended in the before-mentioned publica~
tions, where the natives might fell their fith,
and be fupplied with falt, and other neceffa-
* gies, which they greatly wanted.

About this time, the Honourable Chair-
man, and fundry gentlemen of the Committee
for inquiring into .the ftate of the Britith
fitheries, having been formally complimented
by the. Highland Society, and unanimoufly
leﬁed honorary members of that refpetable
aﬁ'oaatxon, an ., extx:aordmary meeting was
foon “after called, at ‘the Shakefpeare, and
after that a fecond. meeting, where. many
pubhck-fpmteel noblemen and gentlemen at~
tended. The two objects which engaged the
attention of thefe meetings, were the Crinan
Canal (which I had originally propofed, and

nvaris
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invariably recommended ‘in preférence to one
at the Tarbat); and, fecondly, the ereting
of free villages, or fithing ftations. It was
propofed to proceed immediately upon the
one or the other of thefe works. Some gen-
tlemen were for beginning with the canal, but
the majority fpoke in favour of the villages -
for the prefent; and on the 21ft of March,
1786, I was defired, by the unanimous voice.
of the company, to draw up a paper or pa-
pers on that fubje®, as a data or ground
awork for the perufal of the prefent and.ab-
fent members of the Highland Society. I
readily agreed to this requeft, and an open' -
committee was nominated to meet on the

Tuefday following, to hear the papers read,

and to deliberate thereon.

I went to Richmond, and drew up feveral
theets, which were read by the fecretary to
a numerous and refpectable company, the
Earl of Breadalbane in the chair. The thanks
of the company were unanimoufly given,
and entered in the minute book. A copy
of the whole, or a part thereof was voted to
be prefented to his Majefty, by the Earl of
Breadalbane, and another " copy was to be
prefented to the Committee of the Houfe of

' ' Com-
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Commons then fitting on the fitheries: I
was alfo defired to print thefe papers for the
perufal of the members of the Highland Soa
ciety and other gentlemen who had begun
to form themf{elves into a new fociety or inftitue
tion for the exprefs purpofe of improving the
Highlands. ‘The pamphlet appeared under
the title of 4 Difcourfe on the Expediency of
&ffablifbing Fifbing Stations, or fmall Towns, in
the Highlands of Scotland, and the Hebride
Lfles. b .

In the mean time, the new affociation was
beginning to affume the form of a regular
cftablithment, under the name of The Briryfb
Society for extending the Fifberses, and im-
proving the Sea Coafts of the Kingdom. A
bill of incorporation was preparing, * to en-
‘¢ able them, when incorporated, to fubfcribe
 a joint ftock, and therewith to purchafe
¢ lands, and build thereon free towns, vil-
‘¢ lages, and fithing ftations, in the High-
 lands and Iflands in that part of Great
¢ Britain, called Scotland; and for other
 purpofes.”  Books of fubfcription were
opened, and on the 23d of May, fubfcriptions
were firft received at the Shakefpeare, to the

amount of 7000l. or thereabouts.
Seeing
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Sécing that the bufinefs was likely to be~
come ferious, I fignified my intention to un-
dertake a more extenfive journey in the High-
lands and Ifles, than had ever been performed
by any individual, in order to get a more
perfeét knowledge of the face of the country,
the condition of the people, the moft eligi-
ble fituations for villages, with fuch farther
particulars as might be found ufeful to the
members of the new fociety, and pamclarly
to the direttors.

I alfo fignified my intentions to falicit fub=-
fcriptions to their ftock wherever I went, and
to explain the nature of the bufinefs in the
more remote parts of the kingdom. Thefe
refolutions being publickly declared at feveral
meetings, I was honoured with the following
paper, viz.

¢« At a meeting of the General Com- .
‘ mittec of the Highland Society, held at
« the Shakefpeare, on Wednefday the 14th of
« June, 1786, at twelv¢ oc]ock noon, the
“ Right Honourable the Earl of Breadalbanc
o« in the chair:
"« Moved, that a rcqueﬁ may be made
“ to Mr. Knox, that in his intended’
T tour



¢ tour to the Highlands, he will take
¢ the trouble of colleting the names of
¢« fuch perfons as are willing to become fub-
* fcribers to the fund of the propofed fo-
¢ ciety for extending the fitheries and im-
¢ proving the fea-coafts of the kingdom; and
«t tran{mitting thofe names to the fecretary of
the Highland Society in London. That
« this requeft may be made to Mr. Knox
“ in writing, and that the letter containing
« the requifition, may cxprefs the fenfe which
¢¢ the Highland Society entertains, &c.

~

¢ Agreed to accordingly. -

Extra&ed from the minutes by Geo. Frafer,
"¢ Clerk to the Society.”

JouNn MAckENzIE, Secretary.

“Thus furnithed with an official commiffion,
I fet out from London, June 29, upon the
hazardous and fatiguing enterprize. It was
to travel, moftly on foot, from Oban in Ar-
~ gylethire, to Cape Wrath, which is the moft
diftant extremity of Britain, as well as the
moft rugged coaft; from thence along the.

o ‘ - thore
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fhore of the Pentland Firth to the Northe

Eaft extremity at DungfbayHead; from thence
along.the Eaft coaft of, Caithnefs, Sutherland,
and Rofsthire, to Invernefs; from thence
along the coaft of the Murray Firth to Kina.
naird’s Head, and from thence back to Edin~
burgh by Peterhead and Aberdeen.

In this tour I propofed alfo to explore a
greater number of the Hebride iflands than
had been vifited by any late traveller; and
all this; which exceeded 3000 miles, was per-
formed in the courfe of fix months from the
time that I left London. |

Forefeeing that thefe journies and cruifes
would be attended with many dangers by-fea,
I thought it advifable to tranfmit occafionally,
to one of the direGors of the Britifh fociety,
the outlines of my obfervations upon the con-
dition of the people, the fifheries, the natural
produce of the country, the moft eligible fitua-
tions for villages, and other particulars.

On my return homewards, I tranfmitted a
fimilar copy to the fecretary of the Highland
Society at Edinburgh, who laid the fame
before a committee of - gentlemen, natives
of the Highlands, or who had travelled .

over a great part of it.
Upon
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Upon my arrival at Edinburgh, I had the
pleafure to ‘be informed by the fecretary,
that the committee had exprefled their heasty
approbation of thefe endeavours, and particu-
. larly of the impartiality they had difcovered
throughout the whole detail. That in confe-
quence, they fhould propofe- at the next ge-
neral meeting, that a gold medal of ten gui-
neas value thould be voted, which was una-
nimoufly agreed to at a very numerous and
refpectable theeting; and this vote, with their
thanks, was ordered to be publithed.

On my return to London, I was as ftrongly
inclined to publith my Journal as I had before
been to make the tour; but I was dxfcouraged
in fome meafure, by the heavy expence of
thefe, and former pubhcations and the length
of time occupled in preparing them for the
prefs.

As the membcrs of the focnety, and par-
ticularly the du'e&ors, were folicitous to
have the book ‘as foon as poffible, I have -
completcd as far as Cape Wrath, which in=
cludes the Weft Highlands, and the Hebride
Ifles.

In the fele&tion of objc&s, T have had na-
’Atlonal utility prmcxpally in view, from a hope,-
t that in a very fhort time, the fhores and

iflands



(0 Ixxxiii )
iflands which I had vifited, will become the

~ fubje@s of public attention.

I have claffed.the whole under three prin-’
cipal divifions : )

Firft, DissERTAT{ONS on the ANCIENT
and MODERN STATE of the HIGHLANDS.

Secondly, The Journavr.

Thirdly, A large APPENDIX, contammg‘
Mifcellaneous Papers.

By means of this methodical arrangeé-
ment, I have been enabled to bring under
one view, and to comprize in a fmall vo-
lumtié, a very confiderable number of inte-
refting fubjets refpecting that important,
and, till lately, unknown part of Great-
Britain.

Being much ftraitened in time, I was under
the neceflity of fending the manufcript to the
prefs in its firfl, and confequently rough ftate.
Some grammatical inaccuracies may there-
fore have efcaped my notice, but I believe

* there are few errors of any confequence be-

fides thofe which are corre@ed in the erraza.
To give a faithful detail of falls was the

chief obje&t of my attention. This I con-

fidered as an incumbent duty to the public at-

large, and to that fociety in pasticular, wha
f2 had.
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had placed ‘a more than ordinary - degree of
‘confidence in what I formerly related, and
“whofe expe@ations, from the prefent publica-
tion, are raifed fo high as to demand the
utmoft exertion of abilities, which are very in-
adequate to the magmtude of the undertaking.

In defcribing the moft eligible ftations for
villages, I wrote under no influence, felt no
prejudices, for or againft individual proprietors
of lands. Nature, and the accidental or con-
tingent circumflances of each refpeciive place,
were the guides' to which I invariably ad-
hered, as far as my knowledge extended.

I mean to obferve the fame rigid regard to
impartiality in relating the fubfequent part of
the Journey along the northern and north eaft
coafts of Scotland, which, being an almoft
undefcribed country, requires the greateft
accuracy in the narrative. This, I propofe

" to publith in the courfe of the enfuing {pring,
with fuch farther information as I fhall be
able to colle¢t before that time.

The a& of corporation paffed in July
1786; and, on the 1oth day of Augutt, a go-
vernor, deputy-govemor, thirteen directors,
five auditors, and a fecretary were chofen.

- , The

.
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The direQors firft met in January 1787,

. when they addrefled a letter to all proprietors

of lands on the coafts of the Highlands and
the Hebride Iflands, defiring to be furnithed
with the fpecific terms on which they thould
be willing to transfer fuch portions of ground
as the fociety might find eligible for the pur-. -
pofe of building; with other queftions rela-
tive to the fubject 'of improving the country,
and the fitheries. .

. In confequence of thefe letters, the direc-
tors have received -various propofals from
landed proprietors, and they mean to begin
their operations with all convenient fpeed.
They meet weekly, fometimes oftener, when
all letters and papers addrefled to the board
upon thefe fubjets, or to any member thcreof

are read by the fecretary.

Having thus given the firft hiftorical out-
lines of this new and very fingular eftablith-
ment, the following fpecific addrefs 7o the
PROPRIETORS of Jands on the coafts of the
Highlands—to the BRITISH SOCIETY—and
to the LEGISLATURE, or the PUBLIC af
large, may be found ufeful in the operation
and progrefs of that national, bufinefs.

f3 AD=
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ADDRESS TO.THE. BROPRIETORS OF L[LNDS,
ON THE COGASTS OF THE HIGHLANDS.

T fcarcely needs to be obferved, that where-
ever a free market town is eftablifhed, the
value of lands will rife proportionally to the
ingreafe of fuch town; confequently, it will -
be the intereft of every proprietor to meet the
Britith fociety half way, either by a free gift
of a certain portion of ground, by a fmall quit-
rent, proportioned to the value of the land; or
~ at a moderate price, . if the fociety fhould be

“inclined to rpa_ke a purchafe.

In this bufinefs it will be fair to draw
the line between the proprietor of a large
. diftri®, and he who poflefles only a fmall
-tra@ in the vicinity of any propofed town.
The benefits to the former will be great, to
the latter they will be proportionally lefs. It
is therefore expected by the public, that every
proprietor who is capable of looking forward,
will take his ftand in this great work of na-
tional improvement, and a& a part fuitably
to the circumftanges of his fituation. By,
thus blending Privatc benefit, with the general’
good, the names of fuch proprietors -who

thall, with a liberal hand, come forward, and
' at
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a¢t an eatly period, will be engraved: upon
every Highland roek, amd Be recorde& with '
applaufes to the end of time:

But fomething farther’ rerhains ori the
part of the gentlemen of the Highlands, to-
wards the fuccefs of the various branches which
conftitute this great defign. The fervitude rs-
quired by proprietors, tackfmen, and fome fac~"
tors, amounits, according to ancient ufage, to
forty-two days every yeas, and thefe the moft
favourable for ploughing, fowing, digging
peats, leading them home, catting down and
leading homie the grain.

While the poor men and their families . are
thus employed-upon' the bufinéfs of their fupe-
riors, and for which théy receive neither,money
nor provifions, their own affuirs lie negleced,
and their litde crops rot upon the ground ;
yet the rent muft be paid, or they.muf¥ tur
out; to make roor for others:

This cuftorn-had its rife in the feudal ages;
when every ‘chieftan was fole mafter of the
people. who lived upont his lands, and - could
comiand their labsur- e the farie mariner' a9
Weft India Planters comimiand: thd Tabour oﬁ
their fkives:

fq o thrcvcr. '
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- Wherever this cuftom prevails, it will be
in vain to expect any material change in the
face of the country, or the condition of the
inhabitants. Servitude is wearing out, however,
. in the Weft Highlands; but it remains in
force through Caithnefs, and fome other parts
of the North. '

Another caufe of the low ftate of agriculture
in the Highlands, the nakednefs of the coun-
try, the meannefs of the dwellings, and the ex-
treme poverty of the people, is the fhortnefs
of the tenure on which they generally hold
their farms. Some eftates are let from year to
year only ; others for three, five, or nine years,

The bad policy of this meafure is fo °
obvious, that it would be wafting time to
dwell upon fuch a painful fubjet. But this
is not all; the people who have the misfor-
tune to live upon fome eftates, are obliged to
advance, upoh every renewal of a leafe, a fum
of money called a gra/ffom, proportioned to the-
duration of fuch leafe; and he who has no
money for this purpofe, muft either fell part
" of his little ftock to raife it, or quit the farm
- and go about his bufinefs, 'This.cuftom. is
not, however, very general in the Highlands,
neither is it pecaliar to that country only. '

S .- But
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_ Bt none of the circumftances abovemen- ' °
tioned have proved fo unfavourable to popu- *

lation, as the newly devifed cuftom of eject-
ing fifty or a hundred families at a time, to
make room for a ftock of theep, which can
be managed by one family, and in fome places,
by a fervant or herd only. This practice,
with the religious commotions of the laft
century, nearly depopulated the South of
Scotland, from whence it is faid, 7,000 fa-
milies tranfported themfelves to the North of
Ireland, America, and other parts. 4

- The fame caufes have lately produced the
fame effecs, in the Highlands, of which there
is an example as late as the month of June,
1786, when 550 perfons embarked in one
thip for America, of whom goo were from
one cftate only. A gentleman who happened
to be prefent at the embarkation, declared,
that the parting fcene between the emigrants
and their friends who remained behind, was
too moving for human nature to behold.

I have fince that time been informed, that -
thefe people, when on their paffage, drew up
a narrative ftating the caufes of their emigra-
tion, in anfwer to fome reports that had been

propagated againft them. That they put this

paper
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paper into the-hands of the captain, or fome
other perfon who was to return 6 Britain,
praying that their cafe might be ‘inferted in
the newfpapers. As nothing has yet appeared
in any paper, it would feem that the perfon
had not been worthy of the confidence which
550 helplefs people of both fexes, and of all
ages, had repofed in him.

It is difficult to afcertain with exa@nefs,
what number of people have emigrated, from
this and other caufes, fince the year1763. Some
raife their eftimates as high as 50,000; but-
. certain it is, that above 30,000 have in that
time gone to America, befides a continual -
drain to other parts.
~ It is in the power of the proprietors to mi-
tigate, but not wholly to remove the diftrefling
circumftances of the people under them. They
may abolith fervitude, and the cuftom of re~
ceiving entry money. They may extend the
periad of leafes, and beftow particular marks
ef favour to the induftrious ; but they muft be
more than human to refift; invarably, the
tempting offers that are conftantly made by
fheep farmers. '

The climate of the Highlands is peculiarly :
unfavourable ta agriculture. The weft coaft,
‘ - and
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and the Hebmide Iflands, are- generally: des
luged with rains in the harveft feafon. The
glens and ftraths of the interior parts enjoy
little fun, and before vegetation is brought to
maturity, the weather breaks, the mountaine
* poux down torrents of water upon the -lower
grounds; and heavy rains are fucceeded by
fleet and fnow, which keep poflfeflion of the
heights till the April fun comes round, when
the wretched farmer, renews his fruitlefs

toils of the field. ' '

Under fuch a climate, the beft years are
bad. Every third year upon an average, is &
year of famine; and it fometimes happens, as
in 1782, that the potatoes. are: froft-bitten
as early a3 O&ober, before the growth: has
ceafed. In. all thefe years of famine, as they:
are called, the people, inftead: of being able
to pay any-rent, muft be fupplied by the laird,
his factor, or fome trader, with the aGuat
means of exiftence, till the grounds yields
better crops: ‘

When one bad crop is fucceeded by ano-.
ther bad crop, as in the years 1782 and 3,
the proprietor muft either purchafe grain
from diftagt parts to fupport his tenants; turm
: them,
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them out of doors, or fee them perith by
flow dcgrees, through want.

From thefe defe@s of climate, the people
are ever in debt to the proprietors, or to the tra-
ders where they refide, and fometimes to both.
Even in the comparatively fertile county of
Caithnefs, the tenantry have not yet been able
to pay for the grain or meal furnifhed them
in thofe years, by the gentlemen whofe lands
they occupy. I have been informed from the
beft authority, that the arrears upon one
eftate in that county, exceed four thoufand
pounds.

Under thefe circumftances, it need be no
matter of furprife, if gentlemen fhould em-
brace the tempting offers from theep farmers.
One man will occupy the land that ftarved
fifty or more families ; he gives a double or tre-
ble rent, and is punctual to the day of payment;
confequently numbers of ejected poor people,
_ are continually on the wing for America,

To the plan of the Britith fociety, and to
that only, we are to look for an effectual -
remedy againft this evil.

It propofes to lay the foundation of {mall
market towns, where the pcople may
fupp]y themfelves thh grain, meal, falt,

fithing
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fithing materials, and other neceflaries:
where they may fell the produce of the earth
and the fea, for ready money, and at a fair
price; and finally, where all fuperfluous hands
may find employment in. fithing, {pinning,
and {mall branches of manufa&ure.

Confequently the tenantry, inftead of being
a burden to the proprietors, will be able to
give better rents, and to pay in a reafonable
time, to the mutual advantage of both par--
ties; and the extraordinary inducement to de-
population, by means of theep farms, will
ceafe. o

This leads to the propofition with which I
fet out, That sz will be good policy in the gen-
tlemen of the Highlands, to treat with the
Britith fociety on the moft liberal terms, other-
wife their eftates muft remain in_ffatu guo,

‘or be gradually dcfolated.

ADDRESS
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ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH SOCIETY ror.'
EXTENDING THE FISHERLES.

THE next great obje relates to the opera-
tions of the Britith fociety, efpecially -
at the firft fetting out, which may be con-
fidered as the main fpring that will give the
turn or caft to all their fubfequent proceedings,
and to the fuccefs of the bufinefs. A

Many f{chemes have appeared m print, -
others have been tranfmitted to the direGors,
and more may be expected. The greateft
part of thofe that have already appeared are,
however, fo inconfiftent with each other, in
the plans which they refpeGively ftate as the
beft, and the moft effcctual meafures to be
purfued, that inftead of aiding, they muft tend
~ to lead the fociety into a labyrinth of doubts
and uncertainty.

To anfwer all thefe papers fpecifically,
would occupy a whole volume, and prove
tirefome in the perufal; I fhall, therefore,
only take up fome of the moft general and
. lmportant hcads, as,

- The meafures to be purfued in eredting
vﬂ»lages . :

2. The beft means of encouraging mecha- .

nics and fifhermen to purchafe the houfes
that
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that may be built by the fociety at the firft
{etting eut, as well as to-build houfes at their

~ own rifk and expence.

3. The moft effeftual means of encourag-
ing the fitheries among the inhabitants-of the
towns, and the adjacent fhores.

For the affiftance of the uninformed reader,
1 fhall previoufly tranfcribe the geographical
part of the difcourfe, which I had the honour
to draw up as a-data to the noblemenand gen- .
tlemen when they firft met upon the fubje&
of improving the Highlands.

Dg/‘criptz'oh of the Maritime ‘Parts of the

Highlands, and of the Hebride Ifles.

The Highlands confift of two principal
divifons: . -

Firft, the nothern part of Scotland ; and,

Secondly, the Hecbride Iflands.

The coaft of the main-land ftretches on
the Weft fide, from a promontory called the
Mull of Cantire, facing Ireland on the South,
to Cape Wrath, facing the great Northern
Ocean.

The Mull of Cantire lies in' North lat. g,
233 and Cape Wrath in §8, 43: the whole
forming a coaft of two hundred and thirty

Englith

- r
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Englith miles, in a ftraight liné.: bat were the
windings of the head-lands included, the coaft
would greatly exceed three hundred miles.
This is called the Weft Coaft of the Highlands,
"and is walhed by the Atlantic, between which
- coaft and North America there is no land,
excepting the Hebride Iflands.
After pafling round Cape Wrath, we enter
upon the northem extremity of Great Bri-
_tain, which lies nearly in a ftraight line from
Cape Wrath on the Wett, to Dungfbay-Head
on the Eaft, and forms a coaft of feventy
miles, ufually called the Pentland Firth.
There is no land between this coaft and
Greenland, excepting the Orkney Iflands,

At the diftance of w.oveveeenee 6 miles
The Shetland Iflands, ......... 100 ditto
The Ferro Iflands, ............. 150 ditto
And Iceland, ...cocceiinnnnene 400 ditto

The two firft mentioned belong to Great Bri-
tain; the two laft to the Crown of Denmark.
Leaving Dungfbay-Head, we enter upon
“the Eaft Coaft of the Highlands, which
ftretches ninety miles due South to Invernefs,
-at the head of the Murray Firth. But as
. the moft fouthern part of this diftri¢t is ac-
eommodated with towns and materials for
fitheries,
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fitheries, we fhall limit the eftimate to that. -

.part'of the coaft which lies between Dungf-
bay-Head and the {fmall ruinous town of
Domoch, containing a line of feventy miles.
This coaft is wathed by the German Sea,
and faces the South part of Norway, from
which it is diftant three hundred miles.

The total number of miles between the
Mull of Cantire and the Firth of Dornoch,
exclufively of head-lands, bays, and lakes,
is as follows: viz.
The Weft coaft between the Mull of Cantire,

and Cape Wrath, ..c.ccoovviiiiininnnnnnns 230
The North coaft, between Cape Wrath

and Dungfbay-Head, .......ccccouuueeee 70
The Eaft coaft, between Dungfbay-Head

and the Firth of Domoch, ......cc..e... 90

379
For the fake of even numbers we fhall

add, on accourtt of head-lands, only 3o -

Almoft townlefs coaft, on the main-
Iand, .iviviiriiiiiir e 400
We now come to the fecond divifion of the
Highlands, which is compofed eatirely of
lands, called the Hebrides, amounting to
g . about
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about three hundred; of which forty* are
inhabited. It would be difficult to afcer-
tain the circumference of this numerous
- clufter* of iflands, or even of all thofe that
are inhabited. @ We, fhall, therefore, only
ftate the dimenfions of the moft 'cor}ﬁdera-
ble, from which may be formed an im-
perfe@ conjecture of the aggregate line of
the whole. '

1. The Long Ifland forms a chain of nearly
one hundred and forty miles in length, and,
in general, from fix to ten miles in width:
in one place it is thirty-two miles acrofs.

This chain is principally compofed of five
iflands, lying South and North, and fepa-
rated from each other at high-water by four
narrow channels, through fome of which fith-
- ing-veflels may pafs from Eaft to Weft, be-
ween the inner channel and the main ocean.

2. Sky is fifty-four miles in length, and
fifteen in width, at a medium.

3. Mull is twenty miles in length, and
- fifteen in width at a medium.

4. Ilay.

* I have fince difcovered nearly one hundred inhabited.-

iflands, the names of which are inferted in page 24 and s5 of
the Journal,

N
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4. Ilay is about half the dimenfions of
Mull.

§. ‘furais nearly the fize of the former.

6. Tirey and Colf, feparated .from each
other by a narrow channel, are above twenty
miles in length, and three, at a medium,
in width.

The main cicumference of thefe iflands may
be flated at fix hundred miles, of probably
the beft fithing fhores in Europe, of the
fame extent.

The attention of the public may there-
fore be directed to

Miles. People.
The coaft of the main-land,

from the Mull of Cantire to 400 Inhabited by 150,000
the Firth of Dornoch ........

And to the Hebride Ifles .o... 600  seovernses 50,000
1000 200,000

Number of Towns which it would be expedient
- 2o erell on the above-mentioned fhores: plan.
of thofe towns, and the expence of the houfes.

ETWEEN the Mull of Cantire and the
Firth of Dornoch, there are, upon the
coaft of the main-land and the iflands, above.
two hundrcd lakes; bays, and openings, many
g2 . of



(c)
‘of which are fithing grounds, and where thips
may fafely ride.

To put thefe extenfive and valuable fhores,
in a fituation for profecuting the fitheries ef-
feGtually, and at all feafons of the year, ForTY
ﬁfhing ftitions, or fmall towns, will be necef-
fary, in the firft inflance ; being only one fta-

" tion for every twenty-five miles,” on a coaft of
one thoufand miles, and for every five thou-
fand people, who refide on that coaft, befides
thofe who inhabit the interior country, the
younger part of whom would foon become

regular fifhers. ‘
~ For facilitating the growth of towns, ac-
commodating the great body of the people
with materials for the fitheries, and inftruct-
ing others in the mechanical arts, a houfe
will be required for each of the following
profeflions, viz.—A fhip carpenter, or boat-
builder, cooper, net-maker, tanner, black-
fmith, mafon, houfe-carpenter, weaver, taylor,

thoemaker, butcher, and tallow-chandler.
Alfo

* By this is to be underftood, that a town fhould be placed
wherever nature and other favourable circumftances point out
an cligible flation, without obferving a fri& regard to dif~
tances between one town and another,
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Alfo for a genera] dealer in meal, grain,
fithing materials and ftores, falt, timber,
ftaves, hoops, pitch, tar, oil, and .a great
variety of other articles, which the fifhers
and the country people have at prefent no
means of procuring, upon eafy terms, or
* when immediately wanted.

A public houfe or fmall inn, accommo-
dated with beds for the conveqxency of ftran-
gers who may come thither to buy and fell,
will be particulasly neceffary; and we hope,
likewife, that a houfe will be deemed requifite
for a {chool-mafter, and for an apothecary or
furgeon. .

The whole number will compnfe fixteen
houfes, which, excepting thofe for the trader.
and inn-keeper, may be built upon one {cale
or plan of architeGure, with ftone, lime,
and flate; each houfe having two apartments
on the ground, . with ftone-flooring; and two
apartments above. The houfes for the tra-
der and inn-keeper fhould be more capaci~
ous, and accommodated with back-rooms for
holding bulky articles, But, upon the whole,
thefe fixteen buildings may be raifed, in 2
country where materials (timber excepted) are
plentiful, and where wages are comparatively
Jew, at 8ol. each or 1,280l, for the whole.

g3 A



( cii ) .
As all, or moft of the lakes and bays in the
Highlands are more or lefs the receptacles of
white-fith, fhell-fith, falmon, mackarel, and

" occafionally vifited by the migrating fhoals of

herrings, there ought tobe a number of ftationa-

* 1y, practical fithers in each town, at its firft

eftablithment, for whofe accommodation
twenty {mall houfes may be built, with
two apartments on the ground, ‘at about.
25l. each: in all gool.

GENERAL ACCOUNT, VIZ
Sixteen dwelling-houfes to each town [.80 1280

Twenty ...cooreueee e [« do. 2§ 500
A public well, paving, and other in-

cidental expences ............... vorresseces 220
Expenditure on each town of 36 Houfes 2000
Number of toWns ....ocovecireesacsenenseonne 40

Total expence for building 40 towns,
containing 640 houfes, at 8ol. each;
and 8oodo. at 25l. inall 1440 houfes  £.80,000
. 'The above is the fum which it will be
neceflary to raife by individual fubféription,
not upon fpeculative ideas of a plan of great

:cmolument to thofe who advance the money,

but merely to build a number of commodious
dwellings on the beft fithing grounds, for a

- people, who, though they cannot immediate-

ly
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ly ere® houfes at their own expenée, may,
with a moderate degree of fuccefs in their re-
fpecive profeflions, be able in a few years, to
pay a fmall yearly rent, by which the fubfcri-
bers may receive from three to four per cent.
upon an average of years, till the houfes thall
be fold, and the principal repaid. . ‘

In a country which cannot raife the necef-
fary'fuppliés of grain for its inhabitants, who -
frequently experience a temporary fcarcity,
it would be expedient to accommodate each
houfe, having four apartments, with an acre
of land adjoining to the fame; and the fmall
houfes with half an acre each, whereon to
raife vegetables and potatoes; which, with
fith at their doors, would form a principal
part of their fubfiftence through the whole
year. ‘

In treating with the refpective proprietors
of the foil, it would be neceffary to look for-
ward to the growth of the towns, and to
procure, at once, {ufficient ground not only
for the ‘fite of houfes, but alfo for a fmall
garden to each houfe which fhall be ereted by
individuals during the infancy of each towne
fhip.
~ The progrefs of thefe towns will depend
greatly on the liberality of the prefent ground

g4 - pro=
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propnetors, who, if they co-operate with the
. good  difpofitions of the Public, if they with
to improve their eftates, to have their rents
well paid, and to fee their éountry flourifh,
will readily treat with the directors fora piece
of ground, not under fifty Scots acres for each
townthip, to become from thence forward the
unalienable " royalty of fuch towns, fubje
6nly to the prince on the throne; the laws of
their country; and the regulations of their
own magiftracy. _

The growth of thefe towns will alfo depend
much on the aid that government fhall give
towards the building of cuftom-houfes, quays,
and other works: which fall properly on the
,Pub]ic at large. The concurrence of govern-
ment in this refpect will operate as the main-
{pring of the whole bufinefs. It will difpofe
the proprietors of lands to treat for the ali-
enation of the fame on the moft liberal terms;
it will facilitate the fubfcription for erecting
the private dwellings; and finally, it will
draw to thefe places a concourfe of people,
traffic, and fhipping.

From thefe outlines of the plan, it appears, _
that the mutual concurrence and hearty fupport
of the feveral defcriptions of men before men-

tioned
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tioned are abfolutely neceffary in laying the
foundation of tpwns, which may, one day,
prove as walls of brafs for the defence of this
highly-favdured and juftly celebrated ifland.

Soon after the above appeared in print,
I fet out upon my northern tour, and as the
plan was immediately communicated to the
public through the channel of newfpapers,
and other publications, I had an opportu-
nity of hearing the fentiments of all degrees
of people upon that {ubje&.

It may be fuppofed that the generality of
men gave their opinion for or againft the
~ plan, agreeably to the benefit or difadvantage,
which, in their apprehenfion, would be the
confequence to themfelves, or to the country
where they refpectively refided, were it car-
ried into execution. Accordingly, the inha-
bitants of the Highlands were warmed to a
degree of enthufiafm, for the fpeedy execu-
" tion of the defign; while fome perfons in
other parts, fpoke of it with coolnefs, -and
feemed to ridicule the idea of drawing the
attention of the public to the quarter pro-
pofed. Becaufe the country was naturally
barren, and the people lived in the greateft po-

' verty,
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verty, they were to be abandoned to their
fate. A
« It is not, faid fome refpectable perfons,
«« the practice of nations to build towns on
-« the frontiers.” The reafon is plain, be-
_caufe fuch towns are moit expofed to the ene-
my’s bombardments. But the fhores of the
Highlands of Scotland are far removed from
enemies. 'The fleets and armies which affail
thefe coafts, are mighty fhoals of herrings,
mackarel, cod, ling, haddocks, and other
varieties of fith, who "come annually to
feed and enrich the inhabitants ; but which,
from the want of towns to receive them, are
fnatched away by ftrangers.

By far the  greateft number of people ap- -

proved, however, of any plan that would
alleviate the diftrefles of the Highlanders,
extend their fitheries, and ftrengthen the
Britith navy. = With thefe views, many fub-
fcribed to the fund then raifing, and others

only required fome farther time to confider -

of the part they fhould take. ¢ It is not,
*“ faid they, the defign itfelf, but our fears\

‘¢ refpecting the execution of that defign,

« which keep us in fufpence. We have feen,
« and we have,heard of great mifmanage-

- “ ment .
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* ment in the expenditure of public and
«« private money, and we with to fee in
« what manner this bufincts is likely to
¢ be conducted, before we embark in it.”

This reafoning was fair and equitable.
The miftruft which it implied, was founded
upon by-paft experience, and I hope that the
Britifh fociety will wifely avail themfelves of
the hints that have been given them.

Having, fince the before mentioned plan
was drawn up, furrounded the whole northern
part of the ifland; having examined every
diftrict, bay, and lake, with as much minute-
nefs as my limited time, and the inclemency
of the weather permitted, I am enabled, by
means of thefe new lights, to judge of the
plan with a greater degree of certainty. I
have applied it to the prefent flate of all the -
different parts of thefe extenfive fhores, and
to the various fituations of people, by whom
they are inhabited ; but, inftead of becoming a
convert to any of the fchemes which I have
fcen, or heard of, I am more confirmed in the
opinion, that the original propofal is the beft
adaped to the circumftances of the High-
lands, its people, and fitheries. I am fully
convinced, that if the Britith fociety fhall

act
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& judicioufly, and if the contra&ors for
executing the bufinefs thall a& faithfully,
the plan which I firft recommended, will,
with fome improvements, fully anfwer the

great ends propofed by it.
~ Fifty acres is there mentioned as the loweft
quantity of ground that will be wanted ; but,
‘where there is a fufficiency of arable or im-
proveable land, it would be expedient to
“procure fome hundred acres, and this upon
the moft eafy terms. '
In fome of the towns, a range of houfes
might be built for the various branches of the
herring bufinefs, as gutting, packing, and
repacking ; and, in other towns, for (.:uring
white fith. In fome ftations, houfes will
be wanted for both .of thefe purpofes, alfo
for lodging boats, falt, and coals.
The upper apartments would hold catks,
ftaves, hoops, nets, fails cordage, nails,
and other articles. Some rooms might be
fitted up with beds for working people.
But it is to be feared that thefe buildings
would require more money than the fociety
can well {parc at the firft fetting out. If this
fhould happen to be the cafe, it would be ne-
ceflary to extend the buildings defigned for the

cooper, thip-builder, and the ftore-keeper.
Some
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Some gentlemen are of opinion, that in-
ftead of building houfes for ttaders, mecha-
nics, and fithermen, the fociety thould leave
that bufinefs to the pcople themfelves.

Were this plan adopted in the firft inftance,
no perfon would attempt to build, who had
any property to lofe. Some defperate people,
who have no certain place of refidence, or who
expet every day to be turned out of their
habitations, would be glad to get a fpot
which they could call their own, where they
could be fecured in the pofleflion upon' cer-
tain eafy conditions, and be out of the
dutches .of ftewards or factors. But thefe are
not the men to form a refpedable thriving
village, to extend the fifheries, to carry the fame
to the various markets at home and abroad,
to introduce the building of decked veflels, to
purchafe the produce of the country, and final-
ly, to fupply the inhabitants with neceflaries
for the fupport of life, as well as for the pur-
pofes of agriculture and fithing.

Upon this plan, the beft fituations around
the fineft harbours, would be occupied by a
group of mean huts or cottages, the feeble
cfforts of indigence and ignorance, from
which no valuable purpofe could poffibly arife

n
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in any cafe whatever, and all the hopes of
the fociety, and of the public, would end in
impotence and derifion.

Very different are the meafures for raifing
fithing fettlements in the flourithing pro-
.vince of Nova Secotia. Here, fince the
Iate peace, a number of towns have been raifed
upon a regular plan ; the ftreets crofs each
other at right angles; they are from fifty to
fixty feet in breadth; many of the houfes have
fixty feet in front by 120 in depth; and the
ftore-houfes, docks, wharfs, &c. are all com-
pletely and effectually executed.

The reader will be furprized when he
finds, from very credible authority* that the
following . placcs have been raifed to confider-
able magnitude, within the fpace of four
years only, vxz

St. Andrews, conﬁﬂmg of 600 houfes, and
3000 people.
Beaver Harbour, containing 8oo people.
St. Jobn’s River, containing about 2000
houfes, with 10,000 inhabitants; and is already
~poflefled of fixty fail of veflels, fome of
which

* An account of the prefent ftate of Nova Scotia, publifhe
ed at London and Edinburgh in 1786,
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which.are employed in-carrying on trade with
the Weft Indies, and the reft in the whale
and cod fitheries. Various other fettlements
upon the fame river, contain 4000 people.
Annapolis Royal, which has lately increaf-
ed to fix times its former dimenfions.

The Town of Shelburn, built upon the
harbour of Port Rofeway, where the inhabi-
tants, which, before the war, did not exceed
fifty perfons, have increafed to thirty thou-
fand, befides fourteen hundred negroes. The
good effects of their being poflefled of a
large capital, fthews itfelf very plainly in the
great number of fhipping belonging to the
merchants, nearly equalling that of Halifax
itfelf, being at leaft three hundred fail of all
forts, feveral of which are employed in the
whale fithery, a ftill greater number to the
Weft Indies, and the reft in the cod fithe-
ry upon the coaft of Province. At this
place four hundred veflels have been built
fince the evacuation of New York, of which
feventy were on the ftocks at one time.

Liverpool, containing twelve hundred in-
habitants. '

Lunenburgh, whofe inhabitants have in-
creafed from three to nine thoufand.

Ha-
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Harirax, whofe inhabitants have been
more than doubled during the laft ten years.

Before the late war, fcércely five hun-
dred men were employed in the cod fithery
from Nova Scotia; but at prefent, the
number employed in the various ftages of
that branch is little thort of ten thoufand ;
a fure proof of the height to which the
white fithery may be carried upon the nor-
thern fhores of Scotland, and the increafe of
population therefrom.

Though this rapid increafe of people, towns,
fhipping, and fitheries, is in a great meafure
owing to the number of refugees who have
carried their capitals, their induftry, and their
experience to Nova Scotia, it muft at the
fame time be allowed, that their fuccefs de-
pended much upon the judicious meafures
which they adopted in forming the new
towns, and increafing the old ones.

It is admitted, that the fcale upon which
thefe people carried on their works, is far
too extenfive to be copied upon the fhores
of the Highlands of Scotland; but, at the
fame time, a medium line may be adopted, be-
tween magnificent erections,and pitiful {fmoaky

hovels, poffeffed by a fet of beggars, who
inftead
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inftead of anfwering- the purpofes of the
Britith Society, would become a dead weight
. upon them, and require daily fupport.

Every village fhould be fo conftituted, as
to give force and efficacy to all the branches
of provincial improvement propofed by the
Society; "to accomplifh which, it muft have
the means within itfelf. It thould be in-
habited in its origin by fome men of property,
knowledge, induftry, and perfeverance; with
a proportionable number of pracical fithers,
whofe wives and children would alfo find em-
ployment in fpinning hemp, knitting nets,
gutting and cleaning the fith, extra&ting oil, *
and the bufinefs of their families.

In this gradation of ranks, every inhabitant
of the village would take his ftation, and a&t
his part in that line of life for which he was
beft qualified ; and thus the beneficial influ~
ences of a well regulated vi‘llage' would be
diffufed every where around, to the diftance
of feveral miles; while the inhabitants, by
means of increafing bufinefs or trafic, would
begin to ere houfes for the, accommodation
of new fettlers, and by this flow but fure.
_progrefs, the village would rife to a town, "’
and be able to go on of itfelf, without any
further aid from the Society. :

h "~ To
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'To this place the farmer .would refort,
with his cattle, calves, ‘fheep, goats, fkins,
poultry, eggs, butter, cheefe, milk, honey,
potatoes, vegetables, coarfe linens and wol-
lens, linen and wollen yam, hemp, flax,.
turf, &c. and would carry back grain or
meal, falt, freth and falted fith, medicines,
foap, candles, leather, facking, implements
of hufbandry, cutlery, and fuch other articles
as occafional wants might require.

It would alfo give rife to many fmall fith-
ing villages in its vicinity, to whom it weuld
be the metropolis, affifting, and being affifted,
to their mutual advantage. ‘Thither the
robuft fithermen flationed along the creeks of
. the coaft, would carry their herrings, mack-
erel, cod, ling, haddocks, whitings, flat-fith,
thell-fith, and oil, where they would find
a ready market from the traders, for fuch
fith as were in proper condition, if frefh, or
well cured and falted. From whence they
would take back materials for boat-building
and repairs; hemp or cordage, nets, fails,
anchors, catks, falt, hooks, lines, fpirits,
meal, foap, candles, boots, leather, &c.

The
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The traders in the principal towns would
build coafting veflels,eftablifh a diftant corref-
pondence, export their fith, oil, falt beef, {kins,
butter, honey, potatoes, kelp, timber, bark,
charcoal, lead, flates, and feathers. Of the fifh,
oil, potatoes, timber, bark, and charcoal, the i
quantity could be increafed to any extent.

It may appear an extraordinary affertion to
affirm that the productions of the Highlands of
Scotland, with the Iflands, may be rendered
equal in value to all the fith, the-oil, the furs,
the timber, and the lumber of the flourithing

‘and extenfive colony of Nova Scotia; but

this feeming impoffibility will vanith in pro-
portion as the Highlands fhall be brought for«
ward into view.

The cod fitheries of Nova Seotia and Néw-
foundland, can only be profecuted in the fum-
mer {eafon, when that fith is in its worft con-
dition. Thofe in the Highland feas can be
profecuted at all feafons, were the natives
provided with decked veffels inftead of fmall
boats. From thefe fhores, therefore, the

- Britifh, Irith, Spanifh, and Italian Markets,
might be well fupplied through the winter and
fpring with fith caught- in the proper feafon.

h 2 This
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This reprefentation evidently ° points out
the proptiety of fuch liberal plans as will af-
ford an ample field of action for the exertions
of thé induftrious, in every fituation and de<
partmérit.

If thefe drgurhents tequired any auxiliary
aids; it inight be ptoper to mention the great
difficulty, if not impoffibility, of raifing a
decent village by individuals only. ~ When a
houfe is to be built in that country, the wark-
men,and the materidls of timbet and iton, nuft
be brought from Glafgow, Greenock, Aber-
deen, or Invernefs. The people muft be paid
high wages to inducethem togothither; befides
the expences of their journey to and from the
Highlands, which fall upon the perfon by
whom they dre engaged.

The flate muft alfo be brought from a dif-
tance, and, in fome places, the lime. It is owing
to thefe inconveniencies and extraordinary ex«
pences, that fo few decent houfes have been
raifed in the Highlands by men of property,’
and that difficulty is faft increafing.

Till within thefe few years, the common
wages to mafons and houfe carpenters were
{ix-fhillings per week; but fuch is the fpirit
- of building at Edinburgh, and the principal
) towns
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tewns of Scotland,. that the wages have been
raifed to from:nine to twelve fhillings ;* and
even at thefe wages, there is a-fcarcity of
workmen. :

In order, therefore, that the bufinefs of the
Society may be carried qn with eflicacy, they
muft, if I may ufe the expreflion, (et down
the principal houfes of every village, and
leave the farther progrefs thereof to the.con-
‘ veniency, and the fpeculative views of thofe
perféns who may become the firft inhabitants,
as well as to others in the neighbourhood, as
half-pay officers, widows, &c. who might
be encouraged to build, by means of the
workmen who would fettle there, and the
‘conveniency of finding materials in the handg
of traders on the fpot,

* This great augmentation is partly owing to the great rife
in the price of provifions within thefe laft thirty years, of which
I fhall give an inftance from Glafgow and other trading
towns in that part of the kingdom.

Thirty years ago. o In the fpring 1786,
: » d’ So do
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. If the Society fhall enter into contrac with
fuch builders as offer the loweft terms by
piece-work, for the firft erections, thefe men
will furnith themfelves by wholefale, and at .
the eafieft prices, with all the materials ne-
ceffary for fulfilling their engagements ; and it
. will only be requifite that the works, as well
as the materials, be clofely examined fr‘om
time to time, on the part of the Society, during
the progrefs of the bufinefs.

I might advance another argument in favour
of this plan of a@ion, on the part of the So-
ciety, from fome circumftances that have
come within my own obfervation. One of
the proprietors of the coaft of 'Oban, in Ar-
gylethire, has brought together on that fpot,
about twenty-fix families, who built their .
own houfes upon a very moderate plan, and
through whofe exertions great things were
expected; but the people ftill remain in
much the fame fituation as formerly, with the
additional circumftance againft them, of hav-
ing exhaufted their little property, or a confi-
glerable part of it, in mere dwellings only.

At Bernera in Glen Elg, the trifling cir.
culation of money by the: garrifon that bad
bccn formerly ftationed there, drew together

a numbet
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a-mumber of cottagers, who at prefent, the
garrifon being withdrawn, are in the utmoft
poverty, and almoft without the means of
keeping them{elves alive.

The board of truftees for the forfeited ef-
tates;made feveral fpmted efforts to extend
the fitheries, and to introduce general induftry
in'the Highlands, Another board at Edin-
burgh have expended very large fums with
the fame views; but, from all thefe exertions,
no ‘effeual permanent fettlement, or even
the appearance of it, has been eftablithed ; and
many thoufand pounds have been thcrcby loft
to the public,

Now, when we contraft the flourithing
ftate of the fithing fhores of Nova Scotia, on
the one hand, and the very wretched ftate of
the fithing fhores of the Weft Highlands, en
the other hand, we muft look to the caufes
which produced fuch pppofite effects ; we muft
abandon all contracted ideas of cﬁabh(hmg a
profperous colony, by means of a pmful Bcon-
omy of a fund that was raifed chearfully with
the view of its being expended in fuch a
manner as the nature of the country, and the
sondition of the people, thould point put to be
the moft ellglblc and effe@tual,

h 4 8o
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So ftrongly prepoﬂ'eﬁ'ed are many people in
Scotland with notions of faving, applied in-
difcriminately to all cafes and circumftances
which may happen, that fome gentlemen
who admit the force of the before-mentioned
~ arguments, are for thatching the houfes with
firaw, heath, or fern, in order to fave a

trifling expence.

The confequence of thlS 1ll-grounded par~’

fimony would be;

Firft, Very great danger that the towns
thatched with fuch materials, would fooner
or latter, be deftroyed by fire.

Secondly, That the houfes would want
continual repairs, and at the end of certain
periods, they would want to be completely
new thatched.

Thirdly, That it would: be extremely in-
judicious to ufe ftraw for thatch in a coun-
try that does not raife a fufficiency for the

cattle, who in fevere winters have no other

fubfiftence.

Fourthly, This kind of thatch occupies
much time which might be direted to other
objects.

Fifthly, Thick loads of vegetable thatch

retain great quantities of rains, to which
‘ - that

il e e
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that country is particularly expofed, which

mutt be very prejudicial to health.

All thefe inconveniencies, as well as an
endlefs expence, will be avoided by means of
flate roofs, which laft for ages, which require
no expence after the firft coft, and have always
an agreeable appearance.

I obferved in my laft journey along the
coaft of the Murray Firth, a fithing town

~ that was built with an uncommon degree of

uniformity both in the dimenfions of the
houfes, and the materials of which they were
ereted. On firft viewing this place, I con-
cluded that the houfes muft have been ere@ed

by fome builder of confiderable property and -

tafte, but upon farther enquiry, I was inform-
ed that the fithers there had been accuftomed
of late years, to travel every fumimer as far as
the Firth of Clyde, where they kept boats
and tackling for catching white fith, with
which they fupplied Glafgow, Paifley, Gree-
nock, 8§c. and returried in the winter to their
families, with pocket fulls of money. That

gvery man built a houfe for himfelf, at a great .

expence, which they faved in.other matters,
becaufe tbey liked to live in decent houfes, fuch
¢s thofe that they faw in the Weft Country;

and -
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and that no houfe in the newly raifed town
coft lefs than thirty pound, or more than fixty. -

I perceived that each houfe had two apart«
ments below, with a deal loft above, fitteq
up for the purpofes of ﬂeeping, holding lum-
ber, fails, ropes, iron-work, nets, lines, baf-
kets, &c. that there was a fmall window
at each gavel, which ferved to dry their nets,
. lines, cloths, and thirts. :

From the want of flate'in that country, and
the great expence of bringing it from the
Highlands, many of them had roofed their
houfes with tiles, which they confidered as
greatly inferior to flate.

I viewed the infide of feveral houfes:
fome had floors of earth, others of deal;
fome had two rooms above, others only one
ppen place. ‘The quality of the furniture
was alfo various, and correfponded with the
abilities of the refpective inhabitants. It was
in general neat, and the people feemed to be
fenfible that they were better lodged than the
other fithers upon the coaft, ‘

They complained that the mafons and car-
penters took the advantage of them in their
charges, for which they faid, they could get
po remedy. It is conjectured, that if one

| man
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man of property had built all thefe houfes, he
would have faved twenty or thirty per cent
upon the price of materials, by purchafing at
the firft hand: whereas thefe poor people

were at the mercy of inferior builders, who

were themfelves at the mercy of the traders by. .

whom they had been fupplied, probably
upon long credit, which the traders would
not fail to lay upon the articles.

Before I clofe this addrefs to the Socxcty, I

find it an incumbent duty to give my reafons
for diffenting from a very confiderable num-
ber of people in another particular refpecting
the fitheries to be carried on by the inhabitants
of thefe thores.

By the act of Parliament, the Soc1ety is
allowed « to raife a capital joint flock, to
“ be applied to purchafing or otherwife ac~
“ quiring lands and tenements in perpetuity,
“ and for the building of free towns, vil-
* lages, harbours, quays, piers, and fithing
« ftations on fuch lands fo purchafed, or
t¢ acquired, and on no other lands or tene«
* ments whatfocver,” ,

"Though thefe words are fo clear that they
cannot bé miftaken, many perfons have pro-
pofed fchemes both in print .and in manu-
fcript, that are incompatible with the original

idca
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idea of the proprietors, and contrary ta the
exprefs words of the ac.

They urge the neceflity of fupplymg the
fithers with boats, nets, lines, hooks; or of
lending them money to purhcafe thefe articles,
alledging that without fuch aid from the So=
ciety the whole plan will pove abortive.

This plan, confidered in the moft favoura«
ble view, would only give a temporary fpurt to
induftry. Should the boat be loft; fhould
the nets, hooks, and lines be deftroyed, loft,
or damaged, which happens frequently, the
- people would look to the Society’s fund to
repair the injuries fuftained from time to
time, ad infinitum. Was this method to be
adopted, it would be neceflary to keep an
extenfive aflortment of boats, anchors, ‘fails,
yopes, nets, lines, and hooks for the fup-
ply of the country. And were the herring
and white . fitheries to fail for. one or more
years on any part of the coaft, or in any of
the lochs where they had reforted for fome
years ; it would be neceflary alfo to have plenty
of fpecie, and provifions in the general flore,
for the fupport of a great number of people
which the before-mentioned allurements would

bring togethcr.
Having
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Having feprefented the probable “confes
quences of this plan upon the fuppofition that
the fithers were #// fober, “honeft, and induf-
trious men, I fhill now confider them in a
Jefs favourable light:—as a great body of men,
of different inclinations and habits, many of
whom, inftead of profiting by the benevo-
lence of the Society, would fpend their time
in idlenefs and tippling, till they had confum-
ed boats, anchors, &c. and probably run up
fome fcores upon the faith of frefh fupphes
from the ftore.

In this reprefentation I go upon events that
have actually happened. The board of truf-
tees for the forfeited eftates went exactly upon
the plan that has been generally recommended
to the Society. They fupplied the fithers and
farmers ‘with boats and fithing materials, till
they difcovered the inefficacy of fuch mea-
fures, when they left matters as they found
them, after having expended a large fum in
fupporting idlenefs and extravagance.

A certain nobleman in the North, has parti-
cularly diftinguithed himfelf in his exertions for
extending the fitheries and promoting induftry-
uponhis eftate. To fomehegaveboats and nets;
to others he gave looms ; and his expectations

rofe -
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" yofe in proportion to the magnitude of his
bounty ; till, after a fair trial, all his hopes
vanithed in fmoke. The articles which he

had thus furnithed, fuddenly difappeared ;- .

they were fold or pledged ; and the objects of
his bounty, hoped his honour would again
help them to a boat, net, or loom.

When he fpoke to me on this fubject, he
declared with a degree of warmth, that the
greateft error in his conduct, was his gruing
thefe articles; adding, that thofe whom he
had thus affifted, had proved worthlefs and un~
grateful. ¢¢ For God’s fake, faid he, have no-
« thing to do in that way, for you may depend
¢ on it, you will be difappointed.”

Such being the effets of thefe experiments,
I hope the Society will act with the greateft
caution in the difpofal of their money to pro-
mote indufiry upon this plan, and efpe-
cially fo, as there are methods of attaining
that defirable end, more effectually, and with-
out any pecuniary affiftance whatever from. .
the Society.

The fame laws which were intended as a
ftimulus to exertions, and to the extenfioh of
the fitheries, contained among other injudicious
reftriGtions, an obligatory claufe. prohibiting

the -
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the buffes from purchafing herrings from the
natives of the Weft Highlands, and thus the
poor people, who had formerly affifted in
completing the cargoes of fuch veflels as came

among them, now faw themfelves deprived.

of the advantages which local fituation, and
the arrival of the herrings upon their thores,
held forth.

As the raifing and training a number of
feamen, was a principal objec of the legifla~
tive bounties, it was enacted that the buffes
thould continue fithing for the fpace of three
months from the day of their departure from
port, unlefs they thould have fooner completed
their loading of fith caught by their own men

only, under the penalty of forfeiting the bounty.

It is fomewhat fingular that a nation ce-
Iebrated for knowledge in maritime  affairs,
did not fee the inefficacy of this reftriction.

When a veflel arrives at the loch where the
thoal of herrings are found, fhe cafts anchor
in fome fafe creegk, where fhe remains moored
during the whole time of the fithery, which
is carried onin the night time by long-boats
of which every bufs has three upon an average.
When the men go on board thefe boats to
caft their nets, and to haul them in alter-

nately,

mV/X
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nately, no feamanthip is required ; no know-
" ledge is gained. It is a drudgery for which
any labourer is equally quailified with the
moft experienced marriner. The real feaman-
thip confiftsin navigating to and from the fifh-
ing grounds; in refearches after the herrings ;
in adjufting the fails to all the viciffitudes of
weather, and to the various points of the
compafs, on that very intricate navigatioril .

Therefore, by tying down the feamen two or
three months to a fedentary fithery in the open-
ings of the coaft, no valuable end is an{wered to
. government, or to the men themfelves, in nau-
tical knowledge. Inthe mean time, the poor
natives, thus deprived of their natural right,
and without redrefs, remained, as they ftill do,
a miferable, helplefs burden upon the proprie-
tors whofelands they occupied. A petty fithery
for the fupport of their own families, or’
their neighbourhood, in frefh herrings, were
the only benefits which they could derive
from the riches that came periodically upon
their fhores. - :

By the ftatute of 1785, veflels are now per-
mitted to purchafe herrings from the High-
Iandboats, if, az the expiration of three months,

they fball not have fifbed their full cargo. .
: This
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This law is, however, ftill defetive and
very prejudicial\ to the‘bufs fithery, as well ag
that by the boats. By obliging the bufles to
remain three months at fea, the owners are fub-
jected to burdenfome expenditures in provifi-
ons, liquors, and wages; while theWeft India
merchants are equal, if not greater f{ufferers by
the delays occafioned- through this tedious and
precarious method of procuring cargoes

It is alfo certain that though the buffes are
thus detained upon a fcdcntary fithery by their
long-boats, they feldlom return home with
more then half cargoes upon an average;
whereas, a permiffion. to purchafe herrings

' immediately upon their arrival at the fortunate

loch, as well as to fith, would enable them to
return earlier and with better, cargoes, to the
mutunal benefit of all panfcs concerned, the
merchant, the proprietors of bufles, and the
native Highlanders. '
The buﬂes thould be allowed as in Ireland,

to fith, to purchafe from the natives, or do
both; and in every refpe to act as circumftan-

ces may di&ate for their own benefit; provided,

however, ‘that all freth herrings o purchafed

fhall have been taken on the prcccdmg night,
i and
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~ and not before, becaufe herrings kept longer
do not take the fak, and cannot be weH cured.

On this account the Dutch laws frigly
prohibit their veflels from curing herrings that
have been kept above ten hours, and whatever
herrings are uncured at fix o’clock every even-
ing, are thrown over board.

_‘The reader will readily perceive from this
flatement, that it would be in vain to give
boats and nets to people who are not permit-
ted to avail themfelves of the firfft and moft
convenient market. And it is alfo obvious,
- that as foon as this market fhall be opened in
the Htghlands, the boat-fithers wil in a
very fhort time be able, not enly to fupply
- themfelves with neceflaries, " but alfo to ere®
decent habitations.

Two traders in white and red herrings have
Iately fettled at Loch Broom, who purchafe
all the fith that the beats can take, at five
thillings or upwards for every barrel of uncur- -
ed herrings. Lettraders be encouraged to
fettle on all the fithing ftations of the coaft, and
the fame high prices will be given; but care
fhould be taken to keep the boat people in-
- dependent of the traders, otherwife it may
happen that the latter will lay exorbitant prices

upon
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upon the articles which the nativeés ftand in need
of, and cannot purchafe elfewhere.

"All running acounts betwen the traders and
the boat fithers thould be difcouraged. This
practice tends to incite extortion on the one
hand, and idlenefs on the other, It may howe-
ver fometimes happen, that a fither cannot
{fupply the wants of his family by means
of ready moncy, as in cafes of fickne(s, and
the fearcity. of berrings.

- When thefc misfortunes occur, it will be the
duty as well as theintereft of every proprietor

and trader, toaid the induftriousfitherman while

ftuggling under difficulties which he could
pot prevent. This feems to be all the affiftance
that will be neceffary, after the meafures now
wecommended fhall be adopted; at leaft, it
would be proper to make the experiment, and .
{eg, their effects, before the Society fhall involve
th:mfelves in a train of difficulties, - expences,
a1 d probably confiderable loffes, of which they
have recent examples,

'12 ADDRESS
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ADDR‘Ess TO THE, nun,mé. .
{1 _l
ITHOUT a fuxtab}c mck from' thc
publicat large, “all the exiértions of: the
Gentlemen of the Highlands, and the Britifh
Society, will only ferve to forward, in a’ con
fined degree, the great objects-ofnatidnal ithe
provement, which thc plan has'xm‘ 'Velw.

Harbours, Ke_ys, and I"Vbaijﬂ _oid of
the moft neceflary, and alfo’ the moft expén-
five heads, relates to the conffrué’cmg ‘of
harbours, keys, and wharfs, for the benefie
of navigation in general, andthe Bmtrf’h
fitheries in particular. ‘

There are two miairn paffages for the Britifh
fhipping that are bound for, or returning ffoth
foreign parts, viz. The South Paffage, and
‘the North Paffage. The -South Paffage”is
through the Straits of Dover, which s
* convenient for London and other ports fn
that part of the ifland.

The North Paffage is by the Orkneylﬂands *
between which and the Mainland of Scotland
there is a channel called the Pentland Firth,
of only fix miles in width, incumbered with

' iflands,
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iflands,- and, at its eaftern entrance, fome:
foul ground.» - , .

In the more 1mperfc£t flate of navngatlon,_
this paflage was generally avoided by mariners, .
who chofe to keep .in the open fea, along the:
north fide of the Orkneys; but; fince the pub-
lcation of Mr: Mackenzie’s excellent charts,
the terrors of the Pentland Firth are, become.
lefs. formidable, and the Britith mariners are
become more ventirrous, They boldly att?mpt
the Firth even in the winter feafon, becaufe
by that paffage, they fave 150 miles in every
voyage. It too often happens, however, that
by thus fhortening :the paffage they lofe both
fhip and cargo, -with their own lums, or the
greateft part of them, . co-

To the dark fogs and frequent, humcanes
in thefe latitudes, are added the whirlpools,
the counter-tides, eddies, .and violent currents
of this Firth, occafioned by the we’igh‘t of the.
Northern Ocean falling upon a channel of only
fix or feven miles in width, where the rapid
waters ate much interrupted by iflands, rocks;
and projeting points of land. There i always

* For the better underftanding of this defcription, the Rea- .
der may have a Map of Scotland before him.

i3 . in
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ia forno patts of the Pentiand Firth, a great’
{welling fea, with breakers during ebb-tide, in-
the calmeft weather, particularly during the ebb
of fpring tides. In other parts, the furges
happen with the flood-tide. Ships endeavour
to avoid thefe extraordinary convulfions of the
water, but, with fome winds, they are forced
dire@ly among them.

The rapidity of the currents alfo, in this
Firth, at certain periods of the tide, often bafle
all the efforts of the moft fkilful feamen, to
prevent veflels from being driven- againft the
tocks or fhores on either fide. Thus, the navi-
gation i8 equatly hagardous in calm, as in ftormy
weather, efpecially to feamen who are not well
acquainted with the Firth j becaufe, ina dead
galin, the thip, not being under the govern-
ment of the helm, is hufried on with irre-
fiftible velacity, to whatever direction the
Aream leads,” whether towards the impending
rock, or the fandy beach. On the other hand,
fhould 4 veflel be driven into the Firth, by
the violente of a tempef, in a fog, orin a dark
night, het fituation is dreadful beyond de-
fcription, Sq great is the force of the winds
in this channel, that flones of confiderable
bulk are torn from the cliffs, by the violence

of
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of the waves, and heaved over the rocks into
the adjoining fields. :
Such is the perilous fituation of the nume-
rous thipping which take their courfe through
this channel ; nor, except at one part, does

‘the coaft of the Pentland Firth, or upon either

fide of it, afford any place of fafety to veﬁ'cls
or baats, in ftormy weather.

The weft coaft from Loch Inchard to Capc
Wrath is a perpendicular rock of 200 feet in .
height. It is wathed by that great body of
water called the Atlantic, which, being op-
pofed by the cliffs, dathes againft them with’
inconceivable fury; and here the devoted
veflel fruggles to gain fome creek, which
natare has denied to that unhofpitable and
almoft uninhabited fhore, '

From Cape Wrath, which is the north weft
extremity of Great Britain, to Duncanfbay-
Head, or as it isufually called, Dung{bay-Head,
which forms the North Eaft extremity, the:
diftance is feventy miles in a firaight line.

" This coaft faces the Northern Ocean, and

forms the main fhore of the Pentland Firth.
It is from one end to the other 2 moft hazar-
dous coaft, compofed, in fome parts, of pers .

pendicwlar rocks, and im other parts, of great
: i4 bedies
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bodies of fand, particularly at the mouths of
rivers, where veflels are frequently ftranded
through the violence of the winds.

On this extenfive coaft, there is only one na-
tural harbour which admits veflels at any time
of the tide, and where no danger from rocks or
fhallows is to be apprehended. It is called
Loch Eribol; lies near Capc Wrath, in the
moft barren defart in the kingdom, and con-
fequently affords no other affiftance to thip-
ping, than mere thelter from ftorms and: con-
trary winds.

That part of the coaft which fronts the Eaft
Sea, is, if poflible, more hazardous than the
fhores of the Pentland Firth, and it extends
farther, being ninety miles in length between
Dungfbay-Head and the Firth of Cromarty.

This coaft, like that of the Pentland Firth,
is compofed in fome parts of perpendicular
rock ; in other parts of fand; and is fo def-
titute of harbours, that whoever approaches
it with ftrong northerly, eafterly, or foutherly
winds, muft either be dafhed againft the rocks,
or wrecked upon fands. It is not even fur-
nifhed with creeks, to which fmall boats can
run in ftormy weather, without danger of be-
ing broke to pieces by the force of the furff
‘upon the beach. - The
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* The more fouthern part of- the eaft coaft of
Scotland abounds in creeks and fmall har-
bours, but it has only one opening where
thips of burden can enter with fafety at low
tides. ‘This is the large bay called the Firth
of Forth, or the mouth of the river Forth at
Edinburgh, which lies nearly 200 miles to
the fouthward of the Pentland Firth.

From thence northward, lic the Firth of
Cromarty, and the water of Nefs, into which
fhips can enter at all times of the tide; but.as
they lie ninety miles within land, and confe-
quently out of the ufual tra® of fhlppmg
which pafs to and from the North Seas, or the
Baltic, they can-be of no great utility to gene-
ral navigation.

From this review of the northern coafts
of Scotland, it appears, that veflels in dif-
trefs from ftorms, leaks; or other caufes,
are under the unavoidable neceffity of running
a great many miles out of their courfe, to one

or other of the following places : The Forth ;
the Firth of Cromarty, diftant from the above
upwards of two hundred miles. Stromncfs,
or fome other port in the Orkneys, diftant
from Cromarty one hundred miles; or Loch
Eribol,
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Eribol, which lies at the weft end of the Pent-
land Firth, diftant from Stromnefs fifty miles.

As a confiderable part of the Britith and -
Irith thipping muft unavoidably navigate thefe
northern feas, thelofles fuftained by the mer-
chants and underwriters are very confiderable
every year, efpecially in time of war, when a
greater portion of {hipping take the northcmn
paflage, to avoid the enemy’s cruifers.

While on my journey along the coaft of
the Pentland Firth in O&ober 1786, I was
- informed, that eleven veffels, moftly loaded
had been wrecked withing the laft fix months,
though the beft feafon of the year. One of
thefe veflels belonged to Liverpool, carried
800 tons, and was returning loaded from the
- Baltic. _ _

In the Orkneys, as well as upon the oppo-
pofite coaft-of the Mainland, the fea is con-
tinually throwing athore detached parts of vef-
fels and their cargoes, the colle@ing of which
employs a number of people, fome of whom
get rich through their affiduity in exploring
the thores, as well s the furface of the feas
and bays,

To




"Fo the dangerous navigation of thefe feas,
is to be added the inconveniences and lofles
arifmg from the want of materials, docks, and
thip-carpenters, along the northem coafts

. of Scotland. From Belfaft Loch to Cape

Wrath ; from thence to Dungfbay-Head ; and
from Dungfbay-Head to Cromarty on the
Murray Firth, there are no towns, dock-
yards, or carpenters, for the repairing of da-
mages. A coaft of nearly soo miles, could
not upon any immergency, fumith a fail, 2
cable, or an anchor to a veflel of burden.
It frequently happens that veffels are got
off with more or lefs damage in their hull
and rigging, by which they are rendered inca-
pable of performing the remainder of their voy-
age. Advice of the accident isfent to the owners
at Newcaftle, Hull, London, Briftol, Liver-
pool, Ireland, Glafgow, or elfewhere, with
a particular ftate of the neceflary repairs.
Undey this circumftance, the owners, or the
underwriters, muft either {fend a veflel to the

: ?]ace where the thip has been ftranded, with

carpenters, timbets, iron-work, ropes, fails,
proviﬁons, liquors, &c. which is attended
with fome hundred pounds of expence ; or,
they muft fend qn order to fell the damaged

veflel
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veflel to the higheft bidder. - When “this is
the cafe, the hull of the veflel is generally
bought for fire-wood at from 40 to 5ol
while the fails, anchors, 'and cargo, fell for
lefs than half their value, in a country where
there are few perfons who can afford to pur-
chafe them. :
- On the whole, the mercarmlc loffes upon.
the northern coafts' of Scotland, from the
want of towns accommodated with work-
men, and materials for repairs; and ftill more,
from the want of harbours, where thips could
enter at all times of the tide, and in all kinds
of weather, .may be eftimated at 40,000l. an-
nually, upon an average of years of war and
peace, befides the lofs of many lives, and the
confequent diftrefs of many families.
" . To this we are to add the extra infurance
upon all veflels that navigate thefe feas;
which, . were harbours formed at convenient
diftances, would fall at leaft one half, and
probably fave many thoufand pounds an-
pually. _
Thefe inconveniences and loffes fuﬁamcd by
navigation in general, from the want of towns
* and harbours; “are felt in a proportionable de-
grcc by perfons concerned. in the fitheries,-

: , - from
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from the poor men in their little boats, to the
havwators of décked veflels. And if it be ads
mntted that 1mpcd1ments to ﬁfhenes are a na-
tional misfortune,’ the a gregate ‘amount of
thefé cohfolidafed foffes, fuftained by general
navigation, as well ds by the national fitheries;
muft be very great. ' - 8

'I‘o'lay the foundation of towrs, and to in-
ducé thip-carpenters; black{miths, traders, and
fithers to refide there, falls within the plan, and
is fuited to the funds of the Britifh Society.; but
to build keys, to conftrud graving docks, and
to form harbours, ‘efpecially on the Pentland
Firth, and the eaft coaft of ‘Caithnefs and
- Butherland, is-far béybﬁgl their abilities. -
! ~The extending the hatbour of Aberdeen to
fourteen feet water at full tides, coft 17,000l
_{The new harbours at.Peter-Head, Cromarty,
and dlong the Murray Firth, coft from 4 to
Zoool. . each, though none of them admit
veflels at full ncap tldes, drawmg more than
rige feet water, =

3 Caﬁong—Houﬁ:.—Wherever a town fhall be
¥rected, it will be neceffary to eftablifh a Cuf-
tom-Houfe, or a branch of one. Thefe will
foon repay the expence of the bulldmgs,

and the falaries of officers.
Packer- -
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-Packet-Boats ~—Five or ﬂx decked veﬂ'els
ihould be eftablithed between the Hebrides
and the mainland, as packcts.' and one be-
tween Caithnefs and the Orkneys. The {mug-
gling veflels which have been feized by the
yrevenue 'cutters would ferve admirably. for
this purpofe.

. 'The packets thould be obliged to fail on -

fixed days and hours, unlefs prevented by
florms or firong head winds; and no veflel,
paid by the public, {Bould be allowed, on any
pretence whatever, or at the defire of any per~
fon whatever, to take on board horfes, black
" cattle, or fheep, for fale.

The veflels ought to be completely fitted
‘wp for the accommodation of paflengers, and
the prices fhould be regulated by the conves
niences and the quality of the provifions
which the paffengers might refpectively chufe.

By giving the commanders certain exclufive
privileges, it is probable that the moncy got

. by means of paflengews, baggage, parcels, &c. -

" would reimburfe all their expences, and afford
them a comfortable fubfiftence, without any

falary from government.
Befides facilitating the bufinefs of the fithe-
ries, and bringing the detachcd members of
the

P
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the Hebrides nearer to each other, and to the
mainland, thefe packets would be the means
of prolonging the lives of his Majefly- fub-
jects, who, from motives of health or curiofity,
would refort to this Brmih Archipelago cvcry
fummer.

Whoever goes thither at preﬁant, g cngagc
a veflel at - ‘thitty - or- forty poynds per month,
without proper accommodations, and even
without bedding, which they muft purchafe
for themielves, To this great expence ispartly
owing, the ignorance of manpkind re{pecting

* thefe Hlands, and their importance to. the

Empire.

Military Roads.~—The great fums of money
that have been granted by parliament for
making roads and bridges in the Highlands,
and the comparative infignificancy of the roads
already formed, has afforded matter of fura
prife to the inhabitants of that country, and
to every perfon who travels thither.

A road has been made from Dunbarton to

. Inveraray, and fome roads have been made to

the chain of forts which crofs the county

of Invernefs, and from one fort to another,
but,
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but, in the northem counties “of Rofsﬂurc,
Sutherland, and Calthnefs no roads have been
formed ; communications between the two feas
are nearly cut off ;- intercourfe and traffick be-
tween man and man, are rendered. fmpracti-
cable; and mutual aid, though fometimes.
' neceffary for exiftence, is denied.” Through

a confidérable partof thé year, the inhabitants
of each refpeive glen or valley may be con--
fidered as prifoners, {trongly guasded by im-
pamblc':mountains' on one fide, by {wamps,
and furious torrents on the other. They difap-
pear from the public eye, and are only feen by
their neighbours in the Low Countries, when
the calls of their families lay them under the
uhavbidable neceflity of venturing upon the
arduous enterprize of a winter’s journey.

On thefe occafions, the women as well as
the men {fet out in little parties, with what
z_noncy they have been able to raife, in order
to procure meal, fith, or whatever can fupport
nature, till the return of a better feafon.

_ They encounter the rapid ftreams; they
climb the tremendous mountains,* frequently
covered with fnow; they defcend through a
labyrinth of craggy declivities; they take up
their lodging in hollow ; or caverns, fome-

times
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times in woods, and happy are thofe who are

able to reach fome huts, whether inhabited or .

deferted, , :
Thofe who are in want of fith, direct their
courfe to fome of the Lochs on the Weft coaft;
and thofe who are in want of meal or feed,
travel to Invemnefs and the Eaft coaft of Rofs~
thire, where thofe articles are imported. The

main breadth of thefe northern countries be--

tween the weft and the caft fea is feventy miles,
and it often happens that the inhabitants of
cither thore are obliged to travel in the moft
inclement feafons, to the oppofite fhore, for
the means of keeping their families from pe-
nthing. | *

With"the affiftance of gun-powder, a fuc-
ceflion of carriage roads could be made be-
tween the two feas, and as far North as the
Pentland Firth.

The conftruction of roads.in that country,
is attended with confiderable difficulties, and
requires many hands. A line of rock muft be
blown, fometimes a mile or upwards in length.
Arches, of confiderable magnitude, muft be
thrown from one rock to another, acrofs deep
- and horrid chafms. Bridges, of the ftrongeft
sconftruction, muft be carried over impetuous

k ; rivers,

-
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rivers, and folidity muft be ralfed amidft bogs'

and moraffes. -

. When'all this is done, the roads whlch are

carried along the fides of the mountains, re-
quire to be'guarded from the numerous little
torrents that peur from above, in'wet weather,
and particularly when the rain is accompanied
by the melting of fnow.

The bridges alfo that are built acrofs the
great ftreams in the valleys, will be endangered
. by thefe floods, wunlefs great care fhall be.

taken to-conftruct them upon the moﬂ: folxd-
principles of architecture.

For thefe reafons, all the attempts of private
gentlemen at the head of their tenants, . in the
North Highlands, and the Hebride Iflands,
muft prove ineffeGtual. This bufinefs requires.
able and faithful engineers, at the head of at
leaft five hundred foldiers, and an equal num-
ber of Highlanders, who would be glad to
enter upon the fervice, as labourers, at feven
or cight-pence per day. Thefe foldiers and-
Highlanders might‘ be employed on different.
roads at-the fame time, in parties of fifty or
upwards, as circumftances might require.

Roads thus conftruted, would bring the in-.
habitants of the Weft, the North,and the Eaft-

em

e e —



( cxlvii )

ern thores nearer to each other. New fchemes
of trade would be formed. By means of the
fitheries on the weft coaft, the inhabitants
would fupply themfelves with grain; meal,
and other neceflaries, from the eaft coaft, while
the inhabitants of the interior parts, and of the
Pentland Firth, would traffic with either fide,

Many thoufands of both fexes, who wafte
their time in idlenefs, and are in all refpecs

ufelefs to the public, would find employment; - ‘

they would live with more comfort to them-
felves, and rife in a flow, but certain progref-
fion,. to that mediocrity of fortune, which
would extend to the national manufactures,
commerce, and revenue. ‘
Salt.—Much has been faid and written on
- this fubjed, by fpeculative writers, as well as
by traders in fith. It has frequently engaged the
attention of the legiflature, but no means have
yet been devifed whereby the fifheries can be
fully extended, and the revenue arifing from
falt, at the fame time, effeGually fecured. On the
contrary, we find, that with a view to fecure

this revenue, the fitheries have been laid un-:

der fuch reftraints, and fubjc&cd to fuch in-
tricacies at the Cuftom-Houfes, that numbers

abandoned the bufinefs, and others were pre-

k2 ' pa?ring
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paring to go to Irelgnd with their capitaIs',
¢heir veflels, and their experience, where few
or no impediments to fitheries exift.

THe 1té committee of the Houfe of Coms
mons upon the Britith fifheries, inveftigated .
the falt laws with more than otdinary atten=
tion, and fome amendments have been made
theteon by parliament;; but great inconvenien-
¢es flill remain, the particulars of which have
been amply ftated. .

The money raifed by the public on the ar-
ticle of falt ift Great Britain, amounts to nearly
goo,000l. anttually, of which, only one third
is reccived at the Exchequer;* and as this
duty -muft ever prove an impediment to
the fitheries, by fhackling them with una-
voidable reftraints; as the burthen of the
duty falls heavieft upon the labouring people
and the poor, who live much upon falt pro-
vifions ; as two thirds of the money colleGted
upon this article anfwers no valuable end to
the public, fome writers have recommended

a com-
¢ The grofs revenue in 1776, - - - - - 895,489
Drawbacks, bounties, difcounts, 622,865
Charges of management, - - 26,410 .
——— -649,275
—ee

Net produce - - - = = = - 246,2144
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a commutation, for raifing a fum equal to'the

neat revenue paid into the Exchequer from.falt.\

- By this means the nation would fave a very

large fum annually ; while various defcriptions |

of men, as fithers, merchants, curers of provi-
fions, and dealers in butter, would carry on bu-

finefs with greater facility, and at lefs expence.” -
But fhould this general meafure be found -
inexpedient at prefent, fome immediate relief -

to the people of the Highlands feems effen-
tially neceflary; not only as affording the
means of curing the fith upon their fhores,
but for the prefervation of their health, and

“their lives. Having no towns or ftores where

this article can be retailed out at 3 moderate

“price, thefe poor people are forced to live,
. through the winter and fpring, upon half pu-
trified fith, that have been dried without falt,

the bad effecs of which are feverely felt l\)y

 thoufands in that miferable country,

From the want of this article, they cannot
even {upply themfelves in the proper feafon,
with butter and cheefe; and are therefore
obliged very frequently to bring up more
young cattle, by means of the milk in fum~
mer, than they can fupport in the winter.

Therefore, as the falt duty in thofe diftant
wgions; whilé it fubje@s the inhabitants to

k3 every
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every evil that can arife from the want of that‘
article, contributes nothing to the revenue, it
would be expedient to eftablith ftores at fuit-
able diftances, along the coaft of the mainland,
" .as'well as the iflands, where every individual
vlhhabltant might be furifhed with fuch a
quantity of falt; duty free, as thould be found
neceflary for the ufe of their refpe@ive fami-
lies, as well as for the curing of herrings and
white fith, for markets. )

In a very fhort time, the perfons entrufted
with'the delivery of the falt, would, from their
. knowledge of the people, be able to eftimate
the, juft proportion to which every family
would be entitled ; and if it fhould appear
that fuch perfons abufed theirtruft by partial
favours, their removal would be a fufficient
warning to others in future. |

By this method, or fomething fimilar to
it, Government would loofe nothing, the.
people would be enabled to lay up provi-
fions for the winter, and even to cure fith
for fale, according to their refpective  abi-
lities.  Little villages or marts would be
formed among the glens and ftraths of the
inland country, where fifh, butter and cheefe
would be bought and fold, to the mutual con-

venience of the jnland as well as the mari-
time
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time inhabitants; and mankmd _would won-
der that fuch falutary meafurcs had not been
adopted long before. :

Coals. ——When the treaty of union was
formed between the - two Britifh kingdams,
. the Scottifh commiffioners made a very un-
reafonable, if .not unjuft diftinction, be-
tween the people of that kingdom, in the
article of .coals. = Thofe who inhabit. the
center, which is the moft fertile and opulent
part of the country, and where coal is found
in abundance, are, in virtue of the treaty, ex-
empted from.any duty upon that neceffary ar-
ticle, While thofe who inhabit the mggid
and barren extremities of the kingdom, where
nature has denied coal mines, and to which
the expence of water carriage from diftant
parts, amounts to more than the pnme coft -
of the coals, are burdened Wlth a duty of
5s. 4d. per chaldron, .

Thus the people who have coal at their doors, :
and at the rate of eight or nine fthillings per
- chaldron, pay no duty; but thofe ‘who‘,inha-
bit the more rigid climatc of the north, who
feverely feel the chilling blafts of the Frozen
8cas, to the heavy expence of a long water
camage, port charges, &c. have to pay ano-

k 4 ther



( cli )
ther fum, equal to more than half the prime’
coft of the article. _

The aggregate of thefe various expences
amounts, in fome places, to twenty five, and
in the more diftant parts to thirty fhillings
or upwards per chaldron; befides which, the’
importers of the ‘coals have been, till very
lately, fubje to unlimited impofitions by
cuftom-houfe officers, in the name of fees; and
it may be farther obferved, that a great number -
of people live at 2 confiderable diftance from
the parts where the coals are entered, and
have a fubfequent land carriage to pay alfo. '

But the expence of coals, however great,
is not theenly evil to which the purchafers who
inhabit thefe diftant parts, muft fubmit. If one,
or more perfons- commiffion a fmall cargo of
coals from Newcaftle, Whitehaven, or any
part of Scotland, the cargo muft be carried,
not tp the place where the purchafers re-
" fide, or the neareft port to it, but to the port
where a cuftom-houfe happens to be fta-
tioned, which is freclucntly above forty miles
" diftant, and fometimes, as at Banff and other
towns on the Murray Firth, above fifty miles.

There the coals muft be landed,* mea-
fured, and re-fhiped at a confiderable expence

* Sge Joumﬁ, page 3163, w
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in port charges, wages, proviﬁons,‘ &c. befides -

the rifk of loofing both veflel and cargo in
going to fuch ports, or in coming from them,
of which there are frequent inftances.

‘The inconveniences arifing from this duty
were reprefented to goverment by certain re-
prefcntatlves from'Scotland, during Mr. Pel-
ham’s adminiftration, when the whole amount
of the neat duty, received at the exchequer
was only 1100l. and which Mr. Pelham of.
fered to relinquith, in confideration of ‘an
equivalent fum from Scotland, to be levied
in fuch manner as the inhabitants fhquld
fix upon; yet trifling as that fum was, they
could not agree upon the mode of raifing it;

and théy have, ever finee that time, fuffered .

for their folly.
To the want of coals, has been owing,
in a great meafure, the flow improvements

in agriculture and manufactures in the nor- -
thern parts of Scotland, and the ifles. Perfons’

of abilities, knowledge, or experience, have
been difcouraged from attempting any pur-

fuits in which this almoft prohibited article

was neceflary.  Thus the moft valuable nati-
onal purpofes have been fufpended during a
- courfe of cnghty years, for the fhadow of a
prifle, .

Hardfbips
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Hardfbips of the Effablifbed Clergy, and Mif~
Sionaries, in the Highlands,

- Scotland, before the reformation, equaled
any part in Europe, of thé fame dimenfions,
in the number and magnificence of its eccle-
fiaftical edifices; fome of whofe ruins, as.thofe
of Melrofs, Paifley, Dumfermline, St. An-
drews, Arbroth, and Elgin, are beheld with
admiration by every ftranger. Thefe buildings
" were raifed through the piety of the princes,
nobility, and dignified clergy, between the
acceffion of Malcolm the third, in 1057, anc'.
the death of James fifth, in 1542.

The clergy, during that period, were nu--

merous, refpectable, and fuitably accommo-
dated with the neceflaries and the convenien-
ces of life. Some of them were eminent
ftatefmen, and proved fteady patriots in the
worft of times, when faction prevailed, or
when the liberties of their country were en-
dangered.

The fuperior clergy had a tafte for elegance
and magnificence ; they loved and patronized
fcience, literature, and the fine arts; they fet
examples in rural improvements; they entered

decply

[



(v ) "
decply into commerce, and contributed in
every refpect to the flourithing . ftate of their
country, and to its reputation among the na-
tions of Europe, during the ages that im-
mediately preceded the reformation.

The death of James V. clofed that brilliant
period, and fo rapid was the fucceeding revo-
lution, that in lefs than thirty years, all the
national exertions in literature, civility, arts,
agriculture, and commerce, vanithed.

The people were feized with a religious
phrenzy, which, in its effects, had no par-
rallel in the Annals of the Chriftian World.
Their refentments againft the religion of their
anceftors, extended not only to the clergy,
and to the rites and ceremonies of that reli-
gion, but to the buildings where it had been
taught. The noble edifices, which it had
been the work of five centuries to ere@®, were
rafed to the ground, orlaid in ruins, within
the fpace of a few years. ‘

The nobility and great landholders encou-
raged thefe defolating fcenes, or remained
paflive, while the outrageous humours of the
preachers and people were venting themfelves.
They had an eye to the church revenues, which

they feized, and confirmed to their families,
n
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in a parliament, of which they were the
members.

* The preachers, inftead of fharing in the
church livings, as they ‘had expected, were
not even allowed to tafte of the crumbs
awhich thefe livings afforded. They now
railed againft the nobility and gentry, who,
neverthelefs, kept poffeflion of the revenues,
which their defcendants enjoy to the prefent
day.

Here, -therefore, was a new religious efta-
blithment, without churches, and a new fet
of clergy, without flipend or falaries. The
fuperior excellence of the religion which
, had been introduced, over that which had
been fubverted, could neither feed nor clothe
the authors of this revolution; but. at length
the parliament, who, as before obferved, had
monopolized the church lands and revenues,
did, in the munificence of their hearts, from
a zeal for the proteftant religion, and in pity
to the clergy, enad, that every eftablithed
minifter of a parith fhould reccive from their
~ refpeive parithoners, as a maintainance for
their families, and to enable them to perform
.the duties of their miniftry with comfort and

cafe,
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.eafe, a fum equal to five poumlr i’terhng ahe

nually.

From the rife in the price of grain 6f mea!
of which the livings of the clergy are chiefly
compofed, and fram additional ftipends grant-

“ed at different times by the heritors of the

parithes, the average amount of livings has

tifen to eighty pounds per annum. The num-

ber of clergymen that are fettled upon the

" prefbyterian eftablifhment (exclufive of mif-

fionaries and fetaries) is nine  hundred or up-
wards; confequently, the whole annual ex-
pence of the eftablithed national clergy is only
72,000l. or thereabouts.

Though eighty pounds per annum founds
high when compared to five pounds, the ori-
ginal ftipend, yet thofe who have experienced
the expence of houfe-keeping and families,
muft allow,_that this income is very. difpro-
tioned to the expence of a fifteen year’s educa-
cation, the'difburfements of a family, and the
rank which that family holds in fociety.

-Such is the condition of the clergy of Scot-
land in general; but however difcouraging the
fmall pittance of eighty pounds may appear
in the eyes of an Englifhman, it would be con-
fidered in the Highlands of Scotland as an

extraordinary
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extraordinary fum. Here, the ftipends do not
exceed fifty pounds upon an average, and even
of thefe livings, the number is very few.

The Highlands, before the  reformation,
was well provided both in churches and
clergymen, as appears from hiftorical records, -
as well as the numerous veftiges of fmall re-
ligious houfes, which every traveller perceives
- upon the mainland, and the iflands.

Since the reformation, many buildings have
‘been erafed, and the materials applied to other
purpofes; fome are mouldering away with time,
and the number of parithes has been greatly
contracted ; infomuch that their general extent
is now from twenty to forty miles in length.

As thefe parifhes confift chiefly of moors,
bogs, and extenfive ridges of mountains, co-
vered through a great part of the year with
fnow, and divided by almoft impaffable tor-
rents that fall into large bays or lochs, (both of
which muft generally be croffed,) the fatigues
and inconveniences to the clergy, in the dif-
charge of their duty, as well as to their hearers,
cannot be conceived by thofe who have -not
feen thefe countries.

But the cafe is ftill worfe where a parifh is
compofed partly of the mainland, and partly

of
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iflands. Under fuch circuftances, both the.
preachers and the hearers, befides the difficulty
of travelling over mountains and morafles, have
to embark in open boats, and encounter the'
main ocean in all kinds of weather, and to
preach or hear in theit wet clothes, and in places -
which barely give fhelter from the inclemency
of the elements. His late Majefty, in order to
mitigate the hardthips of both clergy and peo-
ple, granted 1o0ool. per annum, to be paid -in
falaries of from 25l. to 35l. annually, to, a,
number of miffionaries or itinerant clergymén,;
whofe , office is to preach at flated times,
within certain limits or diftric. This fam
has been continued by his prefent Majefly.
It is under the management of the minifters of:
Edinburgh, and other clergymen, who-are de-:
nominated ‘¢ zhe Committee for managing the
Royal Bounty for the Reformation of the High--
lands and the Iflands in Scotland.”

. 'This bounty, however laudable the defign, .

is produétive of fuch inconveniences and bard-

thips to thofe who receive it, as refle¢t dif-
grace on a civilized nation.” A number of
men, who have devoted the carly period of
theirlives to fuch ftudies as might qualify them
for the miniftry, are obliged at laft to accept

. : of
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of 25l. per annum, and often with a véty
flender profpect of rifing to 30 or 3sl.

For this trifling fum, they muft attend rigid<
ly, and in all kinds of weather, to their duty. -
They muft be punctually at the places ap-
. pointed for preaching, on the days and hours
fixed by the Committee at Edinburgh, under
the penalty of being difcharged from their
offices. They muft fet out early in the morn-
ing, and travel on foot for a number of miles,
among almoft impaflable defarts, frequently
under violent winds, rains, fnow or hail.
When they come to large waters or ferries,
they are at the mercy of the people on the
oppofite fide, and unlefs they fhall previoufly
~ agree to give an exorbitant price (efpecially if
the ferrymen happen to be Roman Catholics)
in proportion to the inclemency of the weather,
and the dangers from the rapidity of the
torrents, they muft walk farther, till they
come to a ford in the river, or until they have
got round the head. of a bay. When they
arrive at the field appomted for preaching,. -
they find the poor people in the fame fitua-
tx\on with themfelves; drenched with wet,
fhivering with cold, and alike expofed to
all the inclemencies of weather during the

time



( e ) |
time of fervice, and on their journey back to
their comfortlefs huts. . \

The miffionary repeats the journey of the
morning; ftruggles to get under covering during
daylight;. and in this manner he performs his
minifterial duty, from one year to another.

I had often ruminated on this fubje@, and
having, in my laft Journey, exprefled ‘a
with that the extreme hardfhips of the Mif«
fionaries might reach the royal ear, or thofe
in power, I have, in confequence, been favour-
ed with the following letter, figned by three
Miflionaries, with a further confirmation of
the fa@s ftated therein, figned by four efta-
blithed Minifters of the Prefbytery where thefé
Miffionaries officiate.

“ Sir, In confequence of the converfation
we had in , concerning the fituation of
Miffionaries in the Highlands, we whofe
names are fubfcribed to this, all of us Mif-
fionaries in the Prefbytery of . ayaili
ourfelves of the liberty which you then was
pleafed to grant me, of laying before you a
general ftate of our miffions, which, we be-
lieve, may be confidered as the flate of all
the miffions in the Highlands of Scotland.

"« The extent of our miffions, from one

extreme to another, is from twelve to near
‘ 1 twenty
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twenty miles; in many places, with nat 1.
veftige of a foot path tadire the line of road
* over ftupendous  mountains and rapid rivers,
without bridges, and often impaffable. Befides-
extenfive bays and arms of the fea, without
ftated ferries or other methods of paflage, ex-
cept by hiring boats at fuch exorbitant rates
as ill fuit the income ‘of Miffionaries, which
is only from 25 to 3ol. a year; witheut any
other emolument, dwelling-houfe, pafture or °
tillage; and that in a country, where, from
the want of markets, many neceffaries -are
high priced, and difficult to be obtained.
¢« Not having the convenience of preaching
houfes, (a very few only excepted) we are
obliged to preach in the open air, expofed to
the heat in fummer, and in winter to the in-
clemency of the weather; generally in wet
clothes, and fometimes without the benefit
of neceffary refrethments, which render thefe
" miffions extremely troublefome, dangerous,
and prejudicial to health. The very expence
of clothes and linens, in fuch fituations, is as
inconceivable as infupportable.

« It will readily occur to Mr. Knox,
that the chief mode of redrefs will be an
. addition to the prefent falaries of the miffion~
aries, with a fmall allowance for dwelling

~ and
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and preaching houfes, &c. If a2 more paiti-
cular ftate of each miffion be thought necef-
fary, we will at all times be ‘ready to give
every information in our power.”

«« That the above reprefentation of faéls is
«« genuine and pointedly fet fortI s and that the
‘¢ redrefs binted at will have the bigheft ten-
“ dency to promote both the religious and civil .
“ 1nterefs of the Highlands of Scotland in ge-
 meral, is certified and attefed by ——

While the Proteftant clergy have neither
dwelling-houfes nor places to preach in, thofe
of the Catholic perfuafion in the Highlands
have both, and which are kept in excellent re-
pair. On one cftate only, there are feven priefts
and a Bithop, who, befides the contributions
from their hearers, have a fmall allowance
from the church of Rome. '

The above propofal does not, however,
appear to be adequate to the importance of
the fubje, or to the magnitude of the redrefs
which the ecclefiaftical ftate of that country,
and of the clergy requires. To effe¢t ara-
dical cure, it will be neceffary to increafe
the number of parithes, by dividing thofe
of the greateft extent into two or three, agree-"
ably to the old divifions, or otherwife, as-

circumftances may point out.
12 By
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- By this means,.a number “of miffionaries
would be no longer neceffary, and the pre-
fent falaries of every two miffonaries would
maintain one parith minifter.
~ 'Thefe falaries, however, even were the
whole order of miffionaries abolithed, would
" pot be fufficient to fupport the additional mi-
nifters, which the ftate of that country and
the ifles require, and may be computed at
fifty or upwards: Whereas the royal bounty )
could fupport only twenty.

In confequence of this fubdivifion of
panﬂ1es, another expence would be incur-
red in erecting churches, dwclhng—houfes,
and offices for the minifters, amounting to
sool. at the loweft calculation for each pa-
rith; or 25,000l. for the whole.

But, as it is much eafier to form plans, than
to carry them into execution, Ihaveat different
times attempted to make out a rough draft of.
the loweft expence that would be requifite
for the various objets innumerated in this
addrefs. ’

Upon the fuppefition that no room fhall be
left for jobbing, and that every department
fhall be conduced with judgment, and a finc&t
regard to frugality, about §00,000l. would, I
believe, complete the whole: of this fum,

- the
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the conflru@ing of harbours for the benefit of .
general navigation, would require the moft
confiderable part.. And it afforded a pleafing
refle@ion, when it occurred, that obje@s of
fuch magnitude, and {o eflentially neceffary to
the profperity and fecurity of thefe kingdoms,
could be carried into effe& without laying any
additiona] burdens on the induftry of the peo=
ple:—An unfelt contribution, and that for
twe years only, upon one fpecies of luxury,
in ‘a country where luxuries are boundlefs,

would effectually complete all the conﬁhuent
~ parts of the defign. -

Still more agreeable, was the confideration
which the circumftances of the times afforded,
for the profecution of internal improvements.

The nation is at peace with all the world.

Commerce and navigation are flourifhing
beyond example, in the Britifh annals.

Immenfe wealth is pouring in from both
the Indies.

" Manufactures are making a rapid progrefs
both in extent and variety.

. Villages are rifing ta the magnitude of
towns; while the towns are vying with cities.

. And, as a canclufion to the happy period,
domeflic tranquillity pervades the Ifland from
one end to the ather. .

‘But,
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But, fhould it be alledged by fome, that no
‘money from whatever channel it may arife,
can be {pared from the public fervice; it may
be anfwered with great propriety, that, as the
fecurity, and the permanency of thefe bleflings
“depend chiefly on the ftrength of the Britith
" navy, all other confiderations, however im-
portant they may appear, fhould give way
to that objet. The indifpenfible neceflity
of raifing a greater nurfery of feamen than was
neceflary in former times, will appear from the
following ftatement of the progreflive increafe
of men, employed in the navy from the revo-
lution in 1688, when England and Holland
entered into a clofe alliance of mutual defence,
to the treaty of peace in 1782.
 The war which commenced in 1689, employed 45,000

—_— -_— 1702, 41,000
—_— —_— - 1740, ——— 60,000 :
— -_— 1755 70,000

1775 110,000

The late change in the political fyftem of:
France from military to naval exertions, and
the powerful acquifition of the Dutch navy
to that of France and Spain, will, in all pro-
bability, require 200,000 men on the part of"
Great Britain; and when we recolle the op-
preflions, the difficulties, delays, difappoint--
ments, and heavy expences in augmenting the

navy,
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navy, from 41 to 110,000 men fince the bew °
ginning of the prefent century, it ‘is evident

to a demonftration, that not only the proteCtion
of our trade and colonies depends chiefly upon
a proportionable increafe of feamen by means
of the northern fitheries, but alfo the defence
of Great Britain itfelf, which, were: it invaded
by the conjunct force of thofe powers, would
receive a thock fatal to public credit, and to

every department of which that credit is the .

main {pring.

The unremitting exertions of France, in the
number and magnitude of her thips ; her un-
. exampled encouragement to the European and
American fifheries; her very expenfive at-
tempts to force a harbour for the royal navy
oppofite to the coaft of England, and her well
known difpofition for weakening the power
and the influence of Great Britain, leave
no room to doubt that fome great defign,
aided by confederate ftates, may one day
come upon us like a thunder-bolt, unlefs we
fhall be prepared to avert the ftorm, by having
always in.readinefs 200,000 feamen on whom

we can depend, when wanted for immddiate -

{ervice.
The infular fituation of Great Britain and

Ireland, renders them vulnerable on every fide,
along
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alobg a coaft of 3000 miles, lined for the
greateft part with unprotected towns, fhip-
ping, dock-yards, and valuable merchandize.
It would be impoffible to defend fuch an ex«
tenfive coaft by any other means than a power~
ful navy, which will always command refpec,
keep the cnemy at a diftance, divide theic
fo:ce, and perplex their councils.

« "Extending the fitheries, conftructing har-
‘ bours and dock-yards, and otherways improv-
-ing the fea coafts of the kingdom, will alfo
facilitate the equipment of fleets upon fudden
emergencies, which hitherto have been ob-
fructed from the. combinations, and the fcar-

city of coopers and fthip carpenters; and pof~ .

fibly by means of bribery fram internal fac-
tions, or foreign enemies. '
- It may be remembered, that on the com-
mencement of the laft war, the fitting out of
the royal navy was retarded through the com-
binations of carpenters, and that the mercantile
fleets were detained by fimilar a.greements'
among the coopers; though at the fame time,
the journeymen coopers on the Thames were
receiving fifteen fthillings per day for their
labour.

In 1776, when a body of troops were to

cmbark at Greenock, for diftant fervice, the .
" whole
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whole kingdom of Seotland conld riot funith
coopers for fitting out and vi&ha]lihg the
tranfports, which wete confequeritly ‘detained
till coopers ‘arrived ﬁ'om dxﬂ'crcnt parts in

England. L
Next to'the great object of naVal ﬁrength.
that would be derived from thefe northern
improvements, I might mention the ‘ine
ereafc -of population, which would give ade
ditional force to the center of the empites ins
creafe the public revenue, and extend the dee
hands for Englith produce and manufactures.
In 1696, was eftablithed in England; the
office of Infpector General of the. value of
Exports and Imports to and from all parts of
the world ; and in 1697, the general amount
of exports was found to be 3,525,906; of
which were fent to Scotland annually, upon an
average of years between 1696 and the union
of the two kingdoms, to. the value of 65,3451.
~ Between the year 1707 and the commence-
ment of the laft war, the exports to Scotland
had gradually rifen to 2,000,000l. The war
gave a check to the commerce of that country,
and confequently the exports from England
were greatly reduced. By the reftoration of thip
building, and the carrying trade, to Great Bria
m tain;
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tain; by the flourifhing ftate of manufiQirres,
and the increafing wealth of individuals, in the
'Lowlands of:Scotland, fince the year 1782, the’
exports: from England to that country’ire
now as high as ever. From thefe calculatioris
it appears, that the exports to Scetland in the
courfe of 8o years, have increafed thirty-fold;
and it may be fuppofed, that the money fpent
by the Scottith nobility and gentry in England
within the fame period, hag increafed in the
proportion of five toone. = SO
In fumming up the’ benefits derived ‘from
Scotland, they confift of :
Exports in grain, coals, falt, manufaBures of) . -
eI:roery dcfci":ion, tu:, Eaz India goods - } #/000,000
-Remittances of rents to the Scottith nobility and
gentry refiding in England— - e e - } §oo,000
Money fpent by traders and other perfons, in
their periodical journies to London; alfo re-% 100,000
mittances from boarding fchools and academics
' . 2,600,060
Were the Hig_hlands, ‘the Hebride Ifles, and
other parts of Scotland brought forward into
the line of action, by which the inhabitants
would be ‘raifed from idlenefs and extreme
indigence, to habits of a&ive induftry, and a
mediocrity of fortune, thefe hitherto negleGted
and ufelefs diftricts would become a valuable
acq'uiﬁtion‘ to the merchants, traders, and
manufacurers of England, whofe riders would
- penetrate
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penetrate with their famples.fo the moft res
mote glens ; and cruize from ifland to ifland,
regardiefs of the waves, . or :whatewer ftood ig
the way between thém and their cuftomers.

i :'The income or wealth of Scotland, whether
arifing from rural improvements, the induftry
and temperance of the people, orits commer-
cial ballanzes frém foreign countries, center,
and ever Will.center in England. '

This country may, therefore, confider Scot-
land as its principal mart, and the landed
property of that kingdom as an inexhauftible
mine; from which channels flow a permanent
flux of fpecie, with this peculiar circumftance
in favour of thefe fources, that they require
no fleets and armies, no wafte of lives, and
of millions, to'defend or prote®.

-From that country, therefore, England de-
rives every poffible benefit, negative any pofi- |
tive; and which, by means of the local aids
that have been fo frequently mentioned in
thefe fheets, would accumulate beyond con-
ception: for it is to be obferved, that a
very confiderable part of Scotland lies in a ftate
of nature; that other diftricts admit of farther
- improvement; and that the manufacturcs and
commerce of the kingdom are moftly limited

to the banks of the Clyde, the Forth, and the
. Tay,
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Tay, with:-a oanow ﬂlp upon the Enﬁ:m
coaft. .

1:* When -2 rfpmt of tradc, and 1mprm_rpq
ments fhall became more univerfal, pervading
every thore;: and”every valley of the nation;
when the. fitheries. fhall be bettar underftood,
and the coaftirendered acceflible to veflels’ of
every: defeription; and in'all kinds of weathier,
Britain will find cuftomers within itfelf, fuf-
ficierit:to.employ a million of peaple..

" A TOUR
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.

JOURNEY FROM LONDON TO EDINBURGH, AND
FROM 'THENCE TO OBAN IN ARGYLESHIRE,

HERE are three main roads which
lead from London to Edinburgh,* viz,

- Miles
By Berwick, on the eaft, ......cccouiennen. 388
—Wooler, in the center, ....... vissnssenesens 378
—Carlifle, on the weft, .occcevvvureernenee 396

The counties and principal towns between -
London and Edinburgh, by the Berwick-
road, are, ) . ‘
‘ Principal Towns.
Middlefex, '
Hertfordfhire,
Bedfordfhire,

) A
® Sce the View of the Britith Empire, 3d edit. 556.
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' Principal Towns.
Huntingdonthire, :
Northamptonthire,’

Rutldandfhire,

Lincolnfhire, ........... Stamford, Grantham,
Nottinghamthire, .... Newatk.
Yorkthire, ...ccovennes Doncafter, York.*
Bifhoprick of Dur-

} Darlington, DuruaM:«
Ham, weeeeseserees

NewcasTLE, Mors
Northumberland, } peth, Alnwick.

. The Meljfe, on they .
north fide of thc} BERWICK.

Eaft Lothian, ..... " TON.

Edinburghithire, or
Mid Lothian, .... } EDINBURGH.

'The middle road ftrikes off at Morpeth,

Haddingtonthire, or_} Dunbar, HappinG-

286 miles from London, and croffés the

Tweed at Coldftream, or Kelfo, fome miles
weft from Berwick; from thence it pafles
through the Merfe and Mid Lothian to Edin-
burgh.

* YoRrK lies on the left of the great north road; but the

extra journey between Ferry Bridge, where the York road -

turns off the main road, and Northallerton, where thefe
roads again unite, is only eight miles.

.
= —
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‘The great weft road by Carlifle, is branched
out into four principal divifions, viz.

The road by Leeds,

Sesssssacinaciobioe Derby,

tereresrsssensnnnes Coventry,

RS- Birmingham.

* The firft turns off the main eaft road at

Ferry-Bridge, 175 miles from London, and

paffes through Leeds, Harrowgate, Rich-

mond, and Penrith.

' . The fecond leads through St. Albans,
Northampton, Derby, Buxton, Manchefter,
Prefton, Lancafter, Kendal, and Penrith.

Thofe who take the fouthern roads, pafs
through Oxford, Coventry, and Litchfield, to
Manchefter; or they may proceed to that
place by Oxford, Warwick, and Birmingham.
The difference in miles, by thefe four roads
.to Carlifle, is very inconfiderable ; and it has
been determined by the gentlemen of the nor-
. thern counties, that no fractions, or parts
of a mile, fthall be demanded of, er paid by
thofe who travel in poft-chaifes.

I fet out by the laft mentioned road for
Carlifle, and from thence, through Annan,
Dumfries, and Moffat, to Edinburgh. The
- people of Birmingham were then fully em-

Az " ployed,
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ployed, in confequence, as they faid, of large
orders from France. In a fhort time after,
the effects of: the treaty then negociating,
_reached Manchefter and the whole manu-
falturing county of Lancafter.
- The comparative dimenfions of Birming-
ham and Manchefter are at prefent difputed
by the inhabitants of thefe towns. Both of
them are poffeffed of an old and a new town.
The new ftreets are numerous, extenfive, and
elegant ; the public buildings are magnifi-
cent. The inhabitants in each town are fup-
pofed to exceed 40,000
Manchefter is ﬁtuated in the great manu-
facturing county of Lancafter, and forms a
center where the weftern roads unite. From
thenee the road to Carlifle is almoft due
north, and agreeably diverfified with hill
and dale. .
Within an hour’s ride, after leaving Carlifle,
_the Solway Firth appears. This great bay
divides the two kingdoms on the weft.
The river Efk rifes in Scotland, and falls in-
to the head of the bay at Longtown.
. SCOTLAND. :
Soon after crofling the bridge over the Efk

at Longtown, a ftriking contraft is obferva-
ble
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ble in the appearance of the-country, of the
people, and of the cattle, upon the two oppo-
fite thores.of the Solway Firth. From Long-
townR to Dumfries weftward, a track of thirty
miles, and as far as the eye can reach north-.
ward, the country confifts in fome parts of a

a dead flat, at other parts, of gentle rifings, ~
the whole capable of very great improve-
ment; but which, at prefent, exhibits a pic-
ture of dreary folitude, of fmoaky hovels,
naked, ill cultivated fields, lean cattle, and
a dejected people, without manufa&urcs,
trade, or fhlppmg.

Dumfries is a handfome fmall town; it
was formerly a place of trade, and the capi-
tal port on the Solway Firth, which was
lined with little trading towns. At prefent
the trade of this extenfive coaft fcarcely de-
ferves a name; and though herrings gene-
rally fet in about the month of September
every feafon, upon the Scottifh fide, the prin-
cipal fifhery is carried-on by people from
the oppofite caaft of Cumberland.

The herrings are fmall, but good ; they
are taken by fixed nets, while the tide is mak-
ing. This fifhery might be carried to a
great extent ; but the fallacious allurements

A3 of .




of fmuggling, the late reftrictions on the
fitheries, and other caufes, have impove-
rithgd the people, and ruined their ports.

The country around Dumfries is in high -
cultivation, but thefe appearances foon va-
nith, as weadvance towards Moffat. It has
been affirmed, that while thefe fouthern
countries remain under ftri¢t entails, while
they are no lenger frequented by the proprie-
tors, but left folely to the management of
fators or ®ewards, all the feeble efforts of a
poor commonalty will be inadequate to the
great objet of internal improvement, in a
cbuntr-y‘whcre lime is fcarce, and where coals
are burdened with a high duty, befides a
water and a land earriage, proportioned to
the diftance of each diftrict from the Solway
Firth.*

Moffat, afimall town, lies twenty-one miles
from Dumfiies, and has long been noted for
its fpas; on which account it is much fre-
quented in the fummer feafon. The coun-

try northwards becomes almoft entirely pafto~
. . ral.

¥ The coals arc brought from Whitehaven and Work-
ngton. ‘The duty and expences of thipping and landing
exceed fix fhillings the chaldron, befides freight; and in
‘many parts, a land carriage of fifteen or twenty miles,
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ral. ‘The lands rife to lofty mountains; from

one of which iffues the Annan, which falls
into the Solway Firth below the fmall town
of Annan; the Tweed, which, after mahy
ferpentine windings, divides England and
Scotland on the eaft fide, and falls into the
- German fea at Berwick; the Clyde, famous
for its commerce, its manufaétures, the in-
duftry of its inhabitants, and the number of
its towns, namely, Hamilton, Grascow,
Paifley, Dunbarton, Port-Glafgow, Green-
ock, Rothfay, Campbeltown, Saltcoats, Ir-
vine, Air, and Stranraer.

The head of the Annan rifes at the edge
of the road, upon the right hand ; it wasquite
dry when I paffed that way. Half a mile
farther, on the left, 1s the head of the Tweed;
and a little farther is the head of the Clyde.

The afcent of the road from Moffat to-
wards the fummit of thefe mountains, pre-
fents a moft extenfive view to the fouth,
where the profpect is bounded by the moun-
tains of Cumberland, whofe appearance, tho’
at a great diftance, is majeftic and fublime ;
and here an Englith traveller takes a parting
view of his native country. - '

A4 | . Mr,

)
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Mr. Pennant has done more than juftiée
to the views and beauties of North Britain,
. but in fpeaking of this part of the road, he
' falls greatly fhort of its merits, owing, pro-
bably, to the following caufe: ¢ But incef-
¢ fant rains throughout my journey from
¢ Edinburgh, rendered this part of my tour
 both difagreeable and unedifying.”

The road northwards runs for many miles.
along the weft fide of the Tweed; thevalley
is called T'weed-dale, and bounded by verdant
downs, rifing, on the eaft fide, in the form of
pyramids, and covered with numerous flocks
of fheep, whofe wool is of fuperior excel-
lence, and brings a high price. '

Arnive at Edinburgh, and obferve with
pleafure the rapid improvements of that nor-
thern metropolis, which bids fair to vie in
. a fhort time with the moft elegant cities of
Europe.* '

Edinburgh is fituated in 55 deg. 57 min,
north latitude, and 3 deg. 14 min. weft lon-
gitude from London ; diftant from that city,

by Berwick, as before obferved, ........... 388
- Diftant from Dublin, by Port-Patrick, 268
~ Diftgnt

* See a general dcfcﬁption of Edinburgh in the Viewof -
the Britith Empire, page 569, &c.
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Diftant from Glafgow, by the fouth road, 44
SO ST by the north road, 48

Confidering its northern fituation, the air is-
mild, and the foil isfertile, producing ingreat -
abundance all the real neceffaries of life.
The number of inhabitants in Edinburgh,

the port of Leith, and the adjacent villages,
is calculated at 100,000. It is well fupplied
with hotels for the conveniency of ftrangers
who refort to this feat of learning, elegance,
and polite amufements. The inhabitants are
courteous, obliging, open, hofpitable, and
well inclined to the bottle, owing, it may
be fuppofed, to their focial difpofitions and
the excellenceof their wines.

. Strangers who come to this place from'

motives of health or amufement, generally
vifit Glafgow, Loch Lomond, and Inveraray,
on the weft; or Perth, Dunkeld, Blaiy, and
Taymouth, on the north. Many gentlemen
vifit all thefe places; and this is called 70e
Short Tour of ScorLanDp, It may alfo be
termed ‘zhe fbort way fo bealth, fpirits, and
vigour,

The- journey which I propofed to myfelf

admitted of no delay; I therefore fet out by

the way of Stirling, an. ancient royal bo-
rough,
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rough, fituated on the river Forth, at the
diftance of thirty-fix miles north-weft from
Edinburgh. Stirling was anciently the feat
of kings, who refided on a lofty rock called
the Caftle. A part of the ald palace fhill
remains, and is now inhabited by the com- -
manding officer of a garrifon, which 1s gene-
rally compofed of invalids. A comparatively
modern palace was built here by James V.
and is occupied at prefent as barracks for
the garrifon. The parliament-houfe is 120
feet in length, and was of a proportionable
height. 'When I firft faw this building, the .
roof wasentire; when I faw it a fecond time,
a part of the roof was bare; and in my laft
journey, the whole roof was demolifhed.
‘The timbers were oak, ornamented with
carved work, and a great variety of figures,
which it would be difficult- to explain ; as
alfo many infcriptions in a character refem-:
bling the Hebrew, I do not find that the
Antiquarian Saocieties at Edinburgh have
paid much attention to thofe ancient re-
mains. Some of the carved figures have,
however, been fent to Lord Hales. The
age of the old palace, and the parhamentv
houfe, is unknown. :
In
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- In the chapel, which is of confiderable an. .
tiquity, thereis a boat that goes upon wheels,
defigted, probably, for the amufementof the
royal children. In the fame place are kept
wooden models of the four principal caftles
in Scotland.

The inhabitants of Stirling have, with
great tafte and judgement, planted a fteep
declivity, on the fouth fide of the caftle, with
various kinds of trees and fhrubs, through
- which there is a moft retired fhady walk, A
+ track of level ground, beneath this<d¢clivity5
formed the royal gardens, of which fome ve-
ftiges ftill remain, »

The views from the caftle fcarcely yield in
foft luxuriancy to the moft admired fcene- -
_ ry in Italy. ‘The river Forth glides, in nu-
merous beautiful meanders, through a.rich, a
populous, and a highly cultivated country,
ornamented with plantations and gentlemens
feats.

This fine track is bounded on the north-
eaft by lofty verdant downs, called the Ochil
Hills; beyond which, the Grampian Moun-
tains clofe the diftant profpect. Thefe moun-
tains begin at theedge of Loch Lomond on
the weft, and run in a north-caft direction

to
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to thé vicinity of Aberdeen. They formed a
ftrong natural barrier againft all invaders.
By means of thefe, theancient Caledonians
. refifted, with wonderful courage and pcrfcvc-
“rance, the whole force of the Roman arms
in Britain, duringa period of nearly four
centuries.

Towards thefemountains I once again took
my direction from Stirling, leaving the more
fouthern part of the Highlands to be vifited
after my return; a journey of no extent,
danger, or difficulty, compared to that im-
mediately beforeme, which required both
good weather and a long day, _

The firft {tage was fixteen miles, through
alevel, and not unpleafant country, to Calen-
~ dar, a neat village, finely fituated,

At fome diftance from Stulmg,_ that great

and good man, Lord Kaims,_ fet his coun-

trymen an example in rural improvements,
which few of them have yet been able to

equall
About half way to Calendar, at another

- village called Down, there is a large ancient
caftle, the property of the Earl of Moray.
From thence the road is enlivened by the

river
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. tiver Telth which at Calendar is extremely
beautiful.

This river, and fome mland lakes, fupply
the country with falmon and trout. The fal-
mon are chaced out of the lakes by pike; and
- having thus efcaped one enemy, they fall foon
into the fnares of another, and are caught

by nets as well as therod.
" * The diftance from Calendar to Loch Earne ,
head is fourteen miles. After riding three
niiles on the banks of the Teith, reach Loch
Lubnich, five milesinlength, wherefome gen-
tlemen were fithing with the rod, and feveral
country people with a boat and net.

Near this lake are fome natural woods,
confifting chiefly of dwarf-oak, now a valu-
able article on account of the bark, which
fells at one fhilling per ftone. .

At the inn, upon the head of Loch
Earne, have a full view of that beautiful
Theet of water, which is eight miles in length,
and fringed on both fides with fmall woods.
From this lake the river Earne glides eaft-
‘ward through the extenfive and beautiful
valley of Strathearne, and falls into the Tay

‘fome miles below Perth
" Killein,
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Killein, fix miles from Loch Earne, isa
fmall village, at the head of Loch Tay. The
beauties of this place are finely delineated by
Mr. Peninant, whofe enthufiafm carries him
fometimes too far. Loch Tay is fifteen miles
in length, one in breadth, and the depth is .
from fifteen to a hundred fathoms. Its banks;
onboth fides, are fruitful, populous, and finely
. diverfified by the windings of the lake, and
the various appearances of the mountains.

Here I had the pleafure of being informed
that the Earl of Breadalbane intends to build
a regular town, nearly upon the plan pro-
pofed to the Brstifh Society for Extendmg the
- Fifbertes.

The road from Killein to Tyndrum istwen-
ty miles. It leads weftward through a plea-
fant valley called Glen Dochart, and Strath
Fillan, watered by the Tay, and fhaded in
fome parts with natural woods.: .

Tyndrum, at the head of this valley, is an
elevated fituation, from whence iffues the
river Tay, which takes an eaftern direCtion
to Loch Tay, out of which it. flows in a co-
pious ftream to Dunkeld, and from thence to
Perth and Dundee, where it falls into the Ger-
man Ocean. The banks of this river, from its

fource
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foitrce to the fea, are juftly celebrated by
all admirers of picturefque fcenery.

A good inn 1s much wanted towards the
upper end of Strath Fillan, where the travel-
ler would be amufed with the views of Ben-
more, and the foft landfcapes of the valley ;
whereas the inn at Tyndrum is fituated onthe
fummit of an unhofpitable bleak moor, and
it is alfo too far diftant from the ftages at
Loch Eame and Killein. The road from
thefe places is alfo carried injudicioufly from
one rifing ground to another, inftead of being
formed on a level with the waters.

From Tyndrum to Dalmally is twelve
miles, through Glen Lochy, a fine paftoral
firath, watered by the Lochy, with a defcent
almoft the whole way. The hills on both
fides, though remarkably lofty, form agree-
able theep walks. Within two miles of Dal-
mally, the traveller looks down at once upon
a pleafant country, which receives additional
beauty from the junction of two ftreams,
and a confiderable woody ifland, on which
ftands the church and the parfon’s houfe.
A commodious inn at this place is rented at
6l. and the window-tax amounts to 41. 10s.
This difproportion arifes from the well

judged -
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judged munificence of the proprictor, who
thus, almoft at his own expence, accommo-
dates travellers with decent lodgings.
Dalmally is a fine fituation for an inland
town. The adjacent country is partly aras .
ble, and abounds in cattle, fheep, timber, and
.lime-ftone. Itis watered by two confiderabie
ftreams, which, at the diftance of two miles;,
fall into Loch Awe, afrefh-water lake, above
twenty milesin length, that might, atno great
expence, beopened to the Weftern Ocean,
near Crinan, the intended courfe of a navi-
gable canal, to fhorten the paffage into the
Clyde. Dalmally has alfo the advantage: of
roads of communication in every direétion.
From Dalmally to Bunawe, the diftance
1s twelve miles; feven of thefe are cearried
along the north fide of Loch Awe, which,
at the north end, is triangular, and orna-
mented with feveral woody iflands. COn one
of thefe ‘iflands ftands Kilchurn-Ciftle, a
- confiderable pile, fallingto ruins. On ano-
ther ifland are the veftiges of a fortrefs ; and
a third was honoured*with a cell or church.
It is fcarcely poffible to'do juftice to the
grandeur of this road. A ridge, or face of
mountains, fome miles in length, rifes from
the
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the edge of the lake to a great height, and
_ is covered with wood, from the water to the
.very fummit. The trees are of various fpe-
cies, vigorous, and many of them lofty.
The road rifes gradually from the water.—
In fome places it 1s cut through a declivity,
a]moft perpendicular, and on that account, it
is fenced by walls, for the fecurity of the
frightened traveller = |
A branch of the lake, called Pool-Awe,
- runs weftward, and empties itfelf at Bu-
nawe, into a navigable falt-water lake, call-
ed Loch Etive, where it affords a confidera-
ble fithery of falmon. Here ends the Earl
of Breadalbane’s eftate on this part of the
contingnt, which extends eaftward to Tay-
mouth, and three miles further, Three or
four market towns would enable the nu-
merous tenantry on this eftate to increafe
his lordthip’s rent-roll very confiderably.
Bunawe is a ftraggling village, fituated at
the junétion of the water Awe with Loch-
Etive. Here an Englith company have long
carried on the fmelting bufinefs, by means of
the woods in that country, and other parts
“of the Highlands. This bufinefs has been
highly beneficial to the poor natives, who
‘ B find
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find employment, and good wages, in the
various departments of the work. The ver~
dant fields, and other agreeable appearances
on this little fpot, plainly indicate the refi-
dence of Englithmen. The company have
alfo built a pier at this place.

* The road from Bunawe, by Loch Etive, ta
Obanis 1o miles. At Connel, four miles weft
from Bunawe,  a chain of funk rocks croffes
the lake almoft from one fide to the other,
and exhibits at half flood and half ebb, par-
ticularly the ebb of {pring tides, a moft fu-
rious catara of about ten fect high, called
the Falls of Connel.

Four miles further ftands the remains of
Dunftaffnage Caftle, a feat of the Scottifh
“ kings, previous to the conqueft of the Picts

in 843, by Kenneth "TI. and where the co-

rofiation chair was kept, till it was remo-
ved by that monarch to Scone, near Perth,
where he fixed his refidence, as being more
centrical for the purpofe of government,
“This chair remained at Scone till the thir-
teenth century, when it was carried off by

Edward III. of England; and it is now in
Weftminfter Abbey.

Some
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Some parts of an anciént regalia were pre-
ferved at Dunftaffnage, till within the pre-
fent century, when they were embezzled
by the keeper’s fervants, during his infirm
years, probably for the filver with which
the articles were ornamented ; and nothing
now remains, excepting a battle-axe, nine
feet in length, of beautiful workmanthip,
and ornamented with filver. Mr. Campbell,
the prefent proprietor of Dunftaffnage, has
alfo in his poffeflion, a fmall ivory image of
a monarch fitting in his chair, with a crown
on his head, a book in his left hand, and
feemingly in a contemplative mood, as if he
was preparing to take the coronation oath.
_ His beard is long and venerable; his drefs,
particularly his robe edged with fur, or er-
‘mine, is diftinétly reprefented. This figure
was found among the ruins of Dunftaffnage,
and being confequently engraved before the
conqueft of the Piéts, it may be confidered
asone of the greateft curiofities now in our
ifland. Mr. Pennant has given an excellent
reprefentation of this figure, and alfo of the
caftle, in the fecond volume of his Tour in
Scotland, page 354.

B2 the
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. 'The caftle is built upon a rock, at the
mouth of Loch Etive, whofe waters expand '
within, to-a beautiful bay where fhips may.
fafely ride in all weather. Of the ancient
building, nothing remains except the outer
walls, which, though rooflefs, are ftill in
good order.

At a fmall diftance is a fmall rooflefs cha-
- pel, ftruggling againft time and weather, to
'accompany this feat of kings through ages
yet to come. Facing the chapel is a perpen-
dicular rock, which ends abruptly, and turns
fuddenly to the fouth-eaft, The words of
of any perfon who ftands in a certain direc-
tion under the rock, are fingly and diftintly
echoed back, to the aftéonifhment of every
tranger,

‘The fituation of this regal feat was cal-
cufated for pleafure as well as ftrength; a
proof that mankind, even in the rudeft
ages of fociety, were more ot lefs governed by
tafte. The views of mountains, vallies, wa-
-ters, and 1iflands, aredelightful. Onthe north
fide of Loch Etive ftood the town of Bere-
~gonium, fuppofed to have been the capital
of the Weft Highlands. It feems, from cer-
tain mounds, excavations, and other appear-

ances
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ances, to have been a ftrong fortrefs, to pre-
vent invafion, or to fecure a retreat, as oc-
cafions might require. At prefent this difs
trict is ornamented with fevera] feats, parti-
tularly thofe of Duncan Campbell, Efq. of
Lochnell, and John Campbell, Efg.'of Airds.

Facing Dunftaffnage is the country of
Upper Lorn, abeautiful peninfula, bounded
by. Loch Etive on the fouth, and the Linnhe
Loch on the north, which is navigable as
highas Inverlochy, now Fort William, where
ftood another feat of the Scottifh monarchs ;
but the prefent edifice is thought to be of
later date.

Being now arrived on the weftern fhore,
I began, at Oban, to inveftigate with more
than ufual minutenefs, the moft eligible fitu~
ations for villages or fithing ftations. I mean,

" in the fubfequent detail, to {peak of thefe

ftations exactly in the order in which they
fell under view, during the courfe of my
cruifes and journies. I propofe, afterwards,
to arrange them geographically, from fouth
to north, as they appear on the map.

B3 . GENE-
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE

WEST HIGHLANDS AND HEBRIDE ISLES.

THE welt coaft of Scotland, or, as it1is
. ufually called,- the Weft Highlands,
is wafhed by the Atlantic, and extends
two hundred and thirty-four miles ¥ in a
diret line from the Mull of Cantire on the

fouth,

. ® In the courfe of the nmarrative I fpeak of miles with
great uncertainty. The natives compute diftances by what
they call Highland miles, which in fa& have no ftandard,
except hills, rivers, lakes, founds, and capes. I have en-
deavoured te reduce thefe computations to Englith miles ;
but thefe calculgtions can only be confidered as giving an
imperfe&t idea of the real diftances.

The Galic pronounciation of names of places has gene-
rally a reference or allufion to the qualities or charateriftics
of thofe places; but the Lowlanders, who vary from the
eriginal pronounciation, lofe, confequently, the idea which
that pronounciation conveyed. The Moil/ of Cantire, which
fignifies the head-land or promontory of Cantire, is pro-
nounced M/l of Cantire by the Lowlanders, which has no
meaning, being unknown in any language whatever. As the
Englith mode of fpelling has been chiefly adopted by geo-
graphers, and that pronounciation having become. fami-
liar to readers in. general, I fhall follow the common prac-
tice in this refpe&. I would, however, obferve, that iny
gentleman, who is a thorough mafter of the Galic; might.
amufe himfelf very agreeably by drawing up a di&ionary or
names, giving the Galic fpelling and derivations in, ene co-
lumn, end the Englifh /pc/lizg in-an oppofite column. This

. would

/
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fouth, to Cape Wrath on the north. The

promontory called the Mull, or more pro- .

perly the Moil of Cantire, forms the north
entrance of the Irith Channel, and lies
within thirteen miles of the county of An-
trim in Ireland.” Italfo forms the weft en-
trance into the Firth of Clyde, an inland
fea, forty miles in width, bounded by Gal-
loway and Airfhire on theeaft.

Cape Wrath is the north-weft extremity
of Scotland and of Great Britain. The
neareft continent to this cape is the frozen
region of Greenland, on the north, and La-
" brador, on the weft.

Between the Mull of Cantire and Cape
Wrath, are fituated the Hebride Iflands, at
very unequal diftances from the main land,
. fome being within a quarter of a mile, and
others lie at the diftance of fixty miles. The
number of thefe iflands has been calculated
at three hundred, of which forty were fup-
_ pofed to be inhabited ; but upou clofeinquiry,
I have procured the names nearly of one
hundred, that contain from one family to
two thoufand five hundred families; and

o it

- would become a ftandard in all writings hereafter, and

might throw new lights upon the hiftory, the traditions,
and the fongs of that country.

»
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it is probable that fome have efcaped my

notice.

This great line of coéﬁ, and the iflands

by which

it is ftudded, are comprehended

within the under-mentioned counties, viz.

Counties.

Argylefbire.

Principal Ifles. Small Ifles.
(Tlay - Taxa.
Jura

(Tona or Icolumkill, Colum-

Mull kill Mﬂﬂd, Staffa, Little
Colonfay, Gometra, Ulva,
Inch Kenneth.

G1a,Cara, Elen Macafken
or Macafken's ifland, Elen
Ree or the king’s ifland, Elen
more vic Charmaig or Mac-
Cbarmaig’sgreat tfland, Gar-
-velach, Elacha-naomhor the
boly ifland, Bealnahua or the
mouth of the cave, Scarba,
Longa, Shuna, Luing, To-
ra, Suil, Flada, a flateifland,
Efdale, do. Kerera or the
Sour fords, Suna, Lefmore
or Leas-mor, the great gar-
den, Urifka, Shuna, (off Ap-
pin) Colonfay, Oranfay zbe
tfland of St. Oran, Tirey or
Tiri, or the country of Icolum-
kill (it belonged to the mona-
flery of that ifland) Guna,
Coll or Colla the narrow
tfland, Canay, Rum, Muck

[ or Muik,
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Counties.  Principal Ifles. ~ Small Ifles. -

[ Teona,Crouilin, Egg.
Soa, Elen-oranfay, Pab-
Sky bay, Scalpa, Rafay, Flod-
day, Rona,Bernera, Flad-
da, Huan, Elenifa.
Bara, Fiaray, Fudia, Helle-
fay, Vaterfay, Sanderay,
Pabbay, Mingalay, Ber-
neray or Barra Head, zbe
Joutbermoft point of the Long

I;wernq/l- 4

JShire. .Iﬂ”” d.
S. Uit - .- Erifcay.
Benbecula, Wia.

. (Hyfkere, Elenray, Grim-

N.UifY; fay, Kirkebuft, Rona,Ber-'
nera, Boreray, Valay.

: § Kiligray, Enfay, Pabbay,

-Harris { Scalpay, Taranfay, Scarp.

{St. Colm’s, Great Berné-

\

Rofi-fire. ) Lewis {ra, Little Bernera, Wia-
Wiire. vore, Pabbay, Shiant.
Longa, Elen Yew, Elen

Gruinard,Elen Martin, Ta-
¥ nera. ,
Sutherland- *
o { {.Elen Handa* A

It is probable that the the names which terminatein 2 or
7, are Danifh; if fo, they fhould all terminate with one or
other of thefe letters.

In the Highlands, there are frequently two or three places
having the fame name, as Shuna, of which there are two in

the
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At the diftance of fifty-four miles weft -
from the Long Ifland, lies St. Kilda, which
belongs to the proprietor of Harris. This
is the moft wefterly part of Great Britain,
between which and North America there is
" no land. About fifty miles north from
the Butt of the Lewis there are two fmall
~ iflands called Bara and Rona, which belong

to the proprietor of the Lewis. Thefe rocks
lie within three hundred and fifty miles of
- Iceland, a large ifland belonging to the king
of Denmark, whofe fhores abound in large
cod and ling, which are caught by the Dutch
and other European'nations, but much neg-
leted by Great-Britain, '
. The aggregate extent of all thefe iflands is
nearly equal to Wales, or the great county
of York. The face of the country, the
produce by fea and land, the language, man-
ners, and drefs of the people, are fimilar in
thofe refpeéts tothe oppofite coaft of the High-
lands ; but the timber is nearly exhaufted.

Thenatural produceof the Weft Highlands
by fea andland, including the iflands, are fifh

of

the fame county. Muck, Rum, and Canay, are placed erro-
neoufly in the maps as lying within the fhire of Invernefs,
inftead of Argylethire.
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of endlefs variety, inexhauftible in number,
and excellent in quality. Thefe feem to have
been intended by the Author of nature as a
_compenfation for the inclemency of the fea-
fons, and the fterility of the foil.

Of grain, this coaft cannot raife, with the
greateft exertions, a fufficiency for the ufe
of the inhabitants; and of every year’s pro-
duce of Barley, a third or fourth part is dif-
tilled into a fpirit called whifky, of which
the natives are immoderately fond.

Roots, vegetables, fallads, and common
fruits, being lefs hurt by the rains, can be
raifed in any quantity. Their kail and cab-
bages are only exceeded in delicacy by the
turnip, which, for its flavour, and the fine-
nefs of its grain, is prefented raw at gen-
teel tables, with fruits, wild berries, &c. Po-
tatoes ferve, throughout the Highlands, as a_
fubftitute for grain. A fmall portion of lime,
.. or any other manure, brings forward a plen-
tiful crop, and of a quality greatly fuperior
to thofe that are raifed upon richer foils ; but
when fevere frofts fet in early, asin 1782,
this root is rendered totally unfit for ufe, and.
the people perith through want,

) The
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‘The culture of hemp and flax may be im=+
proved, particularly in fome of the iflands.

Along the banks of fome of the lakes, on
the main land, there are natural woods, which
produce a confiderable return every twénty-
five years, when the timber is cut down for
the bark, as well as for charcoal. Many hun-
dred thoufand acres of land might be occu-
pied in the growth of timber, which at pre-
fent lie wild, and ufelefs to the proprietors.

Black cattle, horfes, and fheep, are confis
derable articles in the Highlands, and it is
chiefly from thefe that the tenantry pay
their rents. The beef and the mutton,
when properly fed, are fine in the grain, ten-
der, and high flavoured. To thefe may be
added, though of inferior confequence, veni-
fon, hare,- partridge, folan geefe, wild geefe,
wild ducks, and great variety of moor fowl,
that find excellent fhelter among the heather,
with which the face of the country is chiefly
covered. .

‘Copper has been difcovered in the Highe
lands, but not in fufficient quantity to defray
the expence of working. Iron ftone abounds
in many places; and lead mines have long

been wrought with fuccefs. | )
The
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The flate of Efdale, and other iflands in its
vicinity, fupplies the whole kingdom of Scot-
land, befides many cargoes to foreign parts.

It is compofed of two different qualities
and colours, the dark and the light blue.—
Other parts abound in flate, but the want
of roads, towns, and navigation, prevent its
being brought into ufe.

Marble, both white and variegated, is found
in many parts, though from the great ex-
pence of the workmanthip in fome parts, and
of the carriage in other parts, no other bene-
fit of any confequence has been derived
from it, than the ufe of it as lime, and in
building the walls of cottages.

Coals are alfo found in different parts, but
no attempts have yet been made with fuccefs,
excepting in the neighbou:hood of Campbcl—
town, where a fmall quantity is raifed for
the fupply of that diftrict. In Mull and
Sky there are appearancsof coal, but the vein
is too thin for working, It does not how-
ever appear, that proper attention has been
given to this important article; no pit has
yet been dug of any confiderable depth, and
. until this experiment is made, no juft conclu-
fion can be formed. Itis now in contem-

plation
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plation to open pits on the eftate of Dun-
ftaffnage, and on Clanronald’s eftate. )
Limeftone, fhell fand, and fea wreck, are

in general ufe for fertilizing the foil.  Kelp
has become, of late years, a great article of
export. This vegetable is burned from the
fea wreck till it becomes a liquid ; when cool,
it appears a dry cinder, and, in this ftate, it
is fold to the manufaturers of glafs and’
foap. The Highlands, and the weft coaft of
" Ireland, produce the greateft quantities of
kelp. There, the wreck vegetates, and clings

around the ftones of the rocky beach, till it

grows to maturity, every fecond or third year,

when it is cut down. The expence of cutting

down, drying, and burning, is generally

1l. 118.6d. per ton ; and the pricein Scotland

is from 41. to gl. while in Ireland it is fold -
_at 3l. owing to the latter being mixed with
gravel and ftones.

As the great varieties of fith which are
found in the lakes, channels, and feas of the
Highlands, may be confidered as the grand
natural ftaple of that country, exceeding in
value all the other refources united ; and as
the extent to which thefe fitheries may be

carried is boundlefs, Icannot do juftice to this
head,
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head without bringing together in one view,
fuch information as may give a general idea
of the fitheries upon thefe fhores. By fuch re-
prefentation of facts, aprobable conjecture
may be formed, whether the exertions of the
Britith Society, if properly conducted, be
* likely to anfwer the ends propofed at the for-
mation of that inftitution.

In the View of the Britifb Empire I entered
fully upon thefe fubjects, ftated their various
revolutions, the caufes of their failure, and
the beft means of eftablithing extenfive and
permanent fifheries upon the feas and coafts
of Great Britain. ‘That fubject begins with
the hiftoty of fifh, and the fifheries, fome ex-
tracts from which I have given mthe Appen- '
dix.

Befides the great migrating fhoals from
the northern ocean, as there defcribed, our
own feas and lakes abound with herrings,
through a great part of the year, though not
always in equal numbers. Thus the her-
rings, which furround Great Britain and
Ireland, are compofed, firft, of ftationary or
native herrings, {pawned in the Britith feas,
and found upon the coaft at all feafons.—
Secondly, the mighty fhoals of emigrants, or

ftrangers,
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ftrangers, from the north feas, as reinforce-
ments to the former; but whether thefe two
divifions of herrings, the natives and the
ftrangers, uniteorblend together, is a matter
of mere fpeculation. - We only know for a
certainty, that the great northern fhoals are
found upon the coaft of Shetland about the
24th of June, when they give full employ-
ment to hundreds of forcign veflels, and
thoufands of people, day and night. We
alfo know, that this body of herrings re-
mains on the Scottifh coaft, though not on
every part of it, till the beginning of fpring,
when a frefh fhoal is advancing from the
northern ocean towards our highly favoured
thores, to incjte our induftry, and to fupply
our wants. Scotland therefore from its north-
ern fituation, and the natural movements of
the herrings, enjoys, or may enjoy, an almoft
certain fithery during eight months. in the
year; a duration unknown in any other coun-
try, and which gives that kingdom a decided
advantage over all the nations of Europe,
but of which the natives have not fully
availed themfelves.

For this fithery, the Weft Highlands far
furpafles all other parts of the kingdom in

' " local
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local fituation, the number of its falt-water

'lakes, and the frugality of the inhabitants.

This is the grand thoroughfare, as before
obferved, of the weftern fhoals. The lakes,
or openings of that coaft are numerous,
many of them are capacious, and all of them
extremely deep. Here the herrings take fhel~
ter from the turbulence of the open fea, or
they are forced thither by the diretion of -
the winds, and the inceffant perfecutions of
of the larger fpecies of fith, who, in the ea-
gernefs of purfuit, fometimes run the her-
rings and themfelves almoft dry upon the
beach.*

Next in confequence, are the wHITE FIsH,
which, as -well as the herring, are the
natives of northen latitudes, and thefe con-
fequently abound in greater quantities up-
on the coaftof Scotland, than in any other

C part

® The herring, cod, and other fith, are driven in fhoals
upon the coaft of Norway, by the great herring whale; and
as he dares not venture within the iflands, which lie in front
of that fhore, he remains on the back of a great fand bank
about fix weeks, ‘watching for their return. In the mean
time, the fharks, and the fmaller fith of prey, purfue the cod
and herring along fhore, into the crceks and inlets, where
they crowd in fuch numbers, that they are frequently taken

up in batket or pail fulls. Sometimes they are left by the
tide, piled in heaps among the crevices of the rocks.
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- part of Europe, the coaft of Iceland and Nor-

way excepted. Thefe come alfo under two
. defcriptions, the native, and the foreign fifh,
‘which follow the herrings. from the northern
ocean, through all their movements, and even
into the inmoft creeks and crevices of the
fhores. But the moft certain and invariable
fitheries are upon the banks, which are
placed in the Britifh feas, where - the fith
are collefted together, and thereby fall an
- eafy prey to the patient and ventrous fea- '
men.

Where the tops of the banks are fhallow,
and covered witha barren fhifting fand, which
affords no\fubﬁﬁence, ahd the water from
its fhallownefs, being generally agitated, the_
fith are found, in the greateft numbers,
upon the floping edges and in the pits of the

‘banks. ‘ . -
~ Befides thefe banks of the Weft Highlands,
‘which furnith white fith of inferior fize, the
main ocean, as far as European veflels have
yet examined, is an almoft continued fithery.
Many banks have of late been difcovered,
and the beft fithing grounds upon the old
ftations are now better afcertained,
' The
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'The white fith found in thofe great repofi-
tories, and cured for home and foreign mag=~
kets, are ling, cod, and tufk. The cod, when"
caught in winter and fpring, is efteerned fu~
perior to the Newfoundland, which is taken
in the fummer only, and brings a better price
at the European markets. THe ling and tufk
being unknown at Newfoundland, find a
" ready fale. The tufk is lefs than the cod,
:but fuperior in-tafte and flavour to all ﬁ{h
Lof that fpecies,

Haddocks and whitings are found in fuch
abundance in the lochs, as well as the main
fea, that fcarcely any value is fet upon
them in the Highlands. Lythe, a fith equalin
fize to a fmall cod, and cuddies, a fith nearly

- equal'to the herring, fwarm upon thefe fhores,

and are efteemed delicate eating by the in-
.babitants of every defcription.

FraT Fisn, as turbot, halybut, {kate, foles,
.and flounders, ‘are in little requeft, among
 the common people, who confequently fel-
- dom or ever attempt to fith for them.

MackAREL come periodically, in mighty

fhoals; but thefe are alfo defpifed, though
capable of being cured for exportation.

Sarmon. This fith, though comparatively
_harmlefs, yet partakes of the offered bounty
‘ Ca which
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which the herrings afford. Some years ago,
a {fmall body of the latter was thrown upon
fhore by a fudden guft of wind; the tribe
of purfuers fhared the fame fate, among
which were a number of falmon. The value
of this fith was not known in the High-
lands till very lately, and the fithery was
much neglected.

SuerL Fisu, as lobfters, oyfters, crabs,
clams, muffels, cockles, bring no price, and
confequently incite no attention, though it
is well known that fome of thefe fifh might be
pickled and exported. '

Befides the various fpecies of fith above
enumerated, which are fuited for the table,
. the weftern coafts are ftored with all kinds
.of caTAcEeous FisH, from whales of every

denomination down to the grampus. Thefe
have lately drawn the attention of the natives

on account of the oil which they preduce.
The Sair Fisu, or asitiscalledby Mr.
Pennant, the bafking fhark, is fuppofed to be
a migratory fith from the Artic Circle. They
frequent the coaft of Norway, the Orkney
and Hebride Iflands, the Firth of Clyde,
the Bay of Ballifhannon in Ireland, and the
weft coalt of Wales, parucularly Carnarvon-
fhire
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thire and Anglefey. " They appear in the
Firth of Clyde, near the Ifle of Arran, in °
fmall fhoals of feven or eight, but more ge-
nerally in pairs, fometimes in June, and
remain till the end of July, when they
difappear. : _
_ Though their fize is from twenty-ﬁve to
forty feet in length, they are moft inof-
fenfive fith, and fo tame, orfoftupid, that they
will fuffer themfelves to be ftroked in the
water. They generally lic motionlefs, on the
furface of the water, as if afleep, commonly
on their bellies, and fometimes like tired
fwimmers, on their backs.

A hot funfhine day is the beft time to
profecute this fithery with fuccefs. A har-
pooner ftrikes as near the gills as poffible
—The fith ftill remains ina&iv_e, till the
united ftrength of two men has forced the
weapon deeper, when it plunges to the
bottom, and ftrives to difengage itfelf, by
rolling on the ground, as appears from the
. harpoon, which is often bent.

This .effort proving ineffetual, the fith
fwims’away with fuch rapidity, as to endan-
 gertheboat, to which the rope isfixed; andin
this manner the ﬁfhers are fometimes em-

C3 ployed
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ployed ten or twelve hours. The liver is the
only ufeful part, and yields, particularly in
the female, from fix to eight barrels of pure
fweet cil, very proper for lamps, and, much .
valued by tanners, who buy it at 3l. per
barrel.

The SeaL, an amphiblous ammal, is
found every .where, and is valuable both
for its oil and its fkin.

The laft, though not the leaft numerous, -
are the Dog Fisu, the moft mifchievous of
all the finny tribe, both to fith and nets.

After a fmall quantity of oil is extratted,
" they are dried for winter’s provifion, among
the poorer fort of people, who give them the
preference to others of far fuperior qualities.

Such are the treafures which thefe north~
ern feas afford, a fource of wealth une-
qualled on fouthern fhores, and which might
give full employment to the inhabitants, in
the various branches that relate to fithe-
ries, of which the Dutch reckon thirty; as
fithermen, coopers, curers of red herrings,
fhip carpenters, block-makers, joiners, pain-
ters, black{miths, hecklers, fpinners, net-mak-
ers, fail-cloth manufaturers, fail-makers,
rope-makers, tanners, falt makers, coafters,

: barge-
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bargemen, curriers, labourers, women, chil-
dren, and old people, who gut the herrings,.
and wafh them at the fecond packing. '
. Thus we find that the Highlands, befides
fupplying home demands, exports fith, black
cattle, horfes, theep, timber, bark, lead, jﬂage;
and kelp; to which may be added fundry ar-
ticles of lefs importance, as fkins, feathers,
oil.

The aggregate amount of thefe exports
is furely fufficient to procure the neceflary
articles of grain, and various utenfils in
iron, fteel, timber, &c. wherewith to im-
prove their lands, éxtend their fifheries, fur-
nith themfelves with decked veflels, and ereét
more comfortable dwellings.

Such are the fpecific wealth and the fpe-
cific wants of the Highlands. But as the
value of its natural produce, by fea and land,

is almoft wholly abforbed by the great land-
holders, and by many of them fpent at Edin-
burgh, London, Bath, and elfewhere; as the
people are thus left more or lefs at the mercy
of ftewards and tackfmen, the natural re-
fources of the country, inftead of a benefit,
_ become a ferious misfortune to many im-
proveable diftricts. Thofe who, by their

C 4 educa-
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education and their knowledge of the world
might diffufe general induftry, and raife a
colony of fubjects, ufeful to their king, to
their country, and to themfelves, are the
very perfons who glean thefe wilds of the
laft fhilling, and who render the people ut-
terly unqua.hﬁed for making any effectual
exertions in any cafe whatever,

CRUISES.
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CRUISES AND JOURNIES ALONG THE
COAST OF THE MAIN LAND, AND
AMONG THE HEBRIDE ISLANDS, BE-

" TWEEN OBAN AND CAPE WRATH.

DESCRIPTION OF ARGYLESHIRE.

RGYLESHIRE, from whence I took

my departure, extends one hundred
and fourteen miles in length, from the Mull
of Cantire, on the fouth, to the Point ‘of
Ardnamurchan, on the north, where it joins
the fhire of Invernefs. Its medium breadth
is from thirty to forty miles, except the
long peninfula of Cantire, which is only
from eight to nine miles. The number of
inhabited iflands which compofe a part of
this fhire, amount, as before ftated, to thirty-
nine, of which Mull, Ilay, and Jura, are
the principal.
. This very extenfive county is inhabited
chiefly by the Campbells, Macleans, Mac-
neils, Macdonalds ; and, of thefe, the Camp-
bells are the moft numerous. During the

laft
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laft war, Argylefhire raifed a complete regi-
ment of Fencibles, befides a confiderable
number who enlifted in the marching regi-
ments. As this is properly a maritime fithing |
county, wafthed on one fide by the Atlantic,
and on the other fide by the Firth of Clyde
and Loch-Fine, the number of feamen drawn
from thence to the Royal Navy muit have
been very great. Above nine hundred men
enlifted or were prefled into the fervice in
different parts of the world, all of whom
were natives of Campbeltown and its
neighbourhood, and had been brought upin
the fithing bufinefs carried ‘on by the her-
ring buffes from that port.

When the projetted canal fhall be com-
pleted, and fome villages and harbours erect-
ed, this populous county will become one of
the moft valuable provinces in the Britith
empire. It abounds in black cattle, fheep,
and fith, though the latter are lefs numerous
than thofe on the more northern fhores.
‘Wathed on both fides by the fea, deeply in-
dented by navigable lakes and bays; having
an eafy communication with the fithing
groundson the North Highlands ; with Glaf-
gow, and the tradmg towns on the Clyde;

with
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with Ireland, Wales, Whitehaven, Liver-
pool, Briftol, and other marts on the weft
coaft of England, we may eafily conceive,
that the period is at no great diftance, when |
Argylefhire will become a great commercial
county. To corroborate this opinion, I-
have to obferve, that after a veffel gets under
fail from this coaft, fhe enters at once into
the Atlantic, where fhe meets with no in-
terruption till {he makes the coaft of Ame-
rica or the Weft-Indies. The line, there-
fore, which nature points out for the inha-
tants, is, that of falt-making, fithing, thip-
building, freights or the carrying trade;
foap, ‘and glafs-making, by means of the
kelp upon their fhores, and fand found upon
Gia Ifland, which is adapted for the latter.

Argylethire has only three {mall towns,
viz. )

1. INVERARAY, the capital, which hasrifen
to.fome confequence, through the exertions
of the family of Argyle, who have a princely
feat here, furrounded with above a million
of trees, that occupy many {quare miles.

2. Campbeltown, the property of the fame
family, which rofe entirely by the herring
kfheries on the coaft of the North Highlands.

- 3+ Bow-
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3. Bowmore, in the Ifland of Ilay, the
property of Mr. Campbell of Shawfield.

Though thefe are fea-ports, there are
ftations in this county far fuperior, both for
diftant fifheries and navigation. The firft
and moft improvable is OBan, which liesin
that part of Argylefthire, called Mid-Lorn.
It has a good Highland country behind,
with a free-ftone quarry, Mull and other
iflands in front, and 1s of itfelf capacious,and
fufficiently deep for the largeft thips. With-
out, is the ifland of Kerera, three miles in )
length ; between which, and the main land,
is the Sound of Kerera, a good road, through
which coafters and fithing veflels generally
pafs, between the Clyde and thefithing grounds
in the North Highlands. This coaft, and the
ifland of Kerera, have alfo a free navigation
to the white fitheries off Bara, -and the her-
ring fitheries on the north-weft coaft of
Ireland. ,

A cuftom-houfe is already ereted, fome-
thing i1s done in fhip building, and above
twenty families have been collected together
with a view to the fitherics.

But thefe are inferior confiderations to the
national advantages which may be derived

from
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from this much frequented harbour and

Toad. :

- Oban is formed by nature, and by a combi-
nation of favourable circumftances, for being
a principal harbour, a place of trade, a ceri-
trical mart for the South Highlands, and
the numerous iflands that lie in its vicinity.

.Here alfo a Royal dock and an arfenal might

be erefted: It is well known, that the beft
defigns of Government for annoying the
enemy, or defending our trade and Colonies,
are fometimes fruftrated by mears of con-

.trary winds, ‘which prevent the Royal fleets

and tranfports from getting out of the har-
bours," or from getting round to the Land's
End. It is alfo certain; that theenemy are in-

.formed by news-papers, and.otherwife, of
.everyequipment and motion of our {hips and

troops, which enables them to counteraét
our defigns, by means of-fimilar fquadrons,
for by fecret difpatches to commanding offi-

“cersabroad. The delays, and the lofs to the

nation, arifing from thefe circumftances,
mutt be very great; to remedy which, in a
certain degree, it would be highly expedient
to have an arfenal and a Royal dock-yard on

.the weft coaft of Scotland, where fmall {qua-

drons
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‘drons and tranfports, with troops, could he
fecretly fitted out, and from whence they
could fail at all times of the year, and with
.any wind that blows. By this means, a fleet
with troops might reach America, or the
Weft Indies, before the enemy could have
the fmalleft intelligence of the defign,* which
would give our fleets and armies a decided
- advantage in that quarter of the world.

If Government fhould be difpofed to re-
gard this propofal as a matter that merited
fome attention, I believe that Oban would
.be found the beft adapted upon that coaft.
_Here; and in the Sound of Kerera, a hun-

"~ dred fail of the line might ride, at fome
diftance from the fhore, in five to twenty-
- feven fathom watcr.-l- By means of this

‘ found
. Pr(mded that the few editors of the Scottith news-papers

fhould remain filent refpefting thefe equtpmcnts. till the ﬂnps
had altually failed.

+ Mr. Murdoch Macketme was employed by Governmept

* to furvey the weft coaft of Great Britain, from Cape Wrath
to the Briftol Channel alfo the coaft of Ireland ; which he
. executed with great attention, and much to the fatisfaction of
the feafaring people of the three kingdoms. I propofe there-
fore to corroborate my own remarks, by extralts from ‘wh‘at
he calls ¢ Nautical Deferiptions of the Wet Coaft and Weftern

Hflands of Scotland, from Cantire to Cape Wrath, and the Batt -
of f‘bc Leawis,”?

Speaking .
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found, veffels have a paffage to the fouth, and
alfo to the narth, which gives “them an op-
portunity of failing out with any wind, and
in lefs than half an hour they arein the open

‘ocean.

" Next to thofc. advantages is the happy
ftuation of Oban, between Loch Linnhe
-and the Sound ef Mull, on thenorth, and the
propofed communication with the Clyde, on
«the fouth. Loch Linnhé is a large body of
‘water, which is navigable to Fort William;
:from thence-there.is a good military road to
Fort Augufing, and fmm thence to Fort
Gearge. :

Thus

%péaking of Oban, he fays, < In the Sound of Kereray
. there is very, good mnchorage for thips and veffels of any Gae ;
anditisa convcmcnt place for veflels that are bound either
northward or fouthward. “The beft parts to ride in, are, in
the bay of Obas, and oppofite to Oban, near Kereray, and
jhetween the fvrry)-honfe of Kereray and Ardnachroik, neareft
.the latter, on cight or ten fathoms, without going within.the
bay, for it fhallows faft near that fhore.
«""e¢ The Hnrﬁ Shoe is a fmall creek in Kereray, about half
a/mile wefbward.of Ardeachroik, in the mouth of which a
veflel may ride very. fafe with an anchor on each fide, or a
veflel may lie aground within this creek, on a foft ouzy.bot-
“tom.
<#¢ Tn the bay of Glitrach, at the north eaft end of Keteray,
-a veffe]l may ftop a tide on good ground on any fide of the
rock, which is always above water, or on either fide of Ilana-
- gaun.”’
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Thus one fort ftands on the weft fea,

and has an eafy communication with Ire-

land and the weft coaft' of England ; ano-
ther fort ftands in the center, at the diftance

of thirty-one miles ; and a third, upon the "

eaft coaft, and has an eafy communication

with Edinburgh and England, on that fide.

"Thefe forts can lodge, upon an emer- °

gency, five or fix thoufand men, all of whom
could be conveyed from Fort William to
Oban in a fhort time ; or fhould the wind
blow ftrong from the weftern. points, the
diftance by land is not very great. :

Further, were recruits to be ordered from
.the weft coaft of Invernefs-thire, Rofs-thire,
Sutherland, - Sky, and other iflands in the
North Highlands, the Sound of Mull is the
dire channel to Oban, which hes near the
entrance of that found. o

On the fouth, the propofcd canal to opcn
a communication with the Clyde, will makf
the navigation for coaftefs, from that rwer,t
fo eafy, that troops might be conveyed in two\
days from Greenock to Oban.

Hitherto the troops have embarked at the E

former place, which is fubje& to the fame |
inconveniencies from contrary winds, as the

Thames,

]
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“Pharies, or Portfmouth. . No fleets ¢an fail

from Greenock down the Firth of Clyde
with foutherly and fouth-weft winds, which
fometimes continue in thdt quarter four og
five weeks ; neither can they clear the Mull
of Cantire, without fome hazard of receiving
damage on thofe turbulent fheres, or of being
forced into a port, where they might be de-

tained fome weeks:

As I fpeak of thefe matters from a long aca
quaintance with that coaft, and the effets
of the winds on both fides of the peninfula
of Cantire, I think it incumbent to ftate
them fairly, in the hope, that fooner or later;
thefe fuggeftions may prove the means of
farther inveftigation. If any attention is to
be paid to the improvement of the High-
Iands, and if in return, the Highlands can
be rendered more ufeful to the ftate, it is to
be withed, that for- the fake of mutual ad-
vantage, the bufinefs may be done coma
pletely,

y » I JOURNAL,
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JOURNA AL

. HAVING given this general fketch of
the fouth part of the Weft Highlands, I fhalt
trouble the reader with fuch particulars of
my journey and voyages northwards, as, I
hope, will contribute to a better knowledge
of that country and people,

When I arrived at Oban, I faw the main
ocean on one fide, and an extenfive line of
coaft on the other. ‘The firft prefented an
* almoft endlefs groupe of iflands and rocks,

among which I was to cruife, amidft the
~ rapid tides occafioned by promontories and
bold fhores, where the fea is pent up fome-
times within the breadth of a mile, and
runs with the velocity of the ftrongeft cur-
rents. :

The land exhibited one continued mafs
of Iofty and pathlefs mountains, covered
with heath, frequently with mofs, and in-
terfected at the bafes, by large bays or lakes,
called /ochs,* which were unavoidably to be
crofled in all kinds of weather, and where
the navigation, owing to the fudden gufts

- of
* Ia Ireland, thefe openings are fpelled Josgbs
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of wind from the tops of the furround-
ing mountains, is often attended with
danger.

. During all my formér journies, I had
been uncommonly fortunate in efcaping ac-
cidents of ‘any kind, by land and water.
Prefuming on the fuccefs of thefe experi-
ments, I refolved at a feafon far too late, to.
embark on a hitherto unattempted enter-
prize, without a veffel or boat, that I ¢ou1d'
call my own. .

The firft cruife was to be through the
Sound of Mull, a long narrow channel,
which feparates that great ifland from Mor-
ven on the continent. A courfe of dry
weather had encouraged a hope that I would
enjoy fome days, at leaft, of that fine fea-
fon; but, on the morning when I was to
tdke my departure from Obarn, the weather
was entirely changed from ferenity and fun-
fhine, to a ftrong head wind, attended with
rain and fog. To go up the Sound of Mull, -
even in the moft favourable feafon, wasa dan- -
gerous experiment for a fmall opeh boat,
fuch -as Oban afforded. ~Two brothers, of
- the name of Stevenfon, who are traders in .
that place, and to whofe induftry that whole

.. D2 diftrict
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&iftrict is under great obligations, fe¢ing my
fituation, readily offered to accompany me:
up the found, in a new veffel of their own,
lying in the bay.  No,” faid a perfon in
company, ¢ he fhall net go in your boat;
¢ the Cumbras cutter fhall land him fafe in
¢ Mull.”—¢ Thereis not fuch a failer,” faid -
he, « in the whole Clyde ; fhe.ean do every
« thing but fpeak ; and we have thirty-fix
« hands which no eutter in the fervice can
¢« equal. We take more prizes than any
“ two of them. The fmugglers. fly, and
¢ fkulk, and turn from her, as if the d—}
¢ was in purfuit of them. Tho’f it be an
* ugly day, you fhall fee prefently, how
¢ fhe will tack, and lic to, in the wind’s
& teeth.”

Such a flattering invitation was very ac~
ceptable, and one of the Stevenfons agreed
to bear us company. We embarked in the

-long boat, for the cutter, which layin a
fnug little bay, at the outfide of Kerera.
Sheisclinker built, lies deep in the water, and
though one hundred and: fifty tons burden, .
appears fo fmall at a diftance, that fmug-
gling veflels are thereby decoyed into fituaw
tions from whence they cannot efeape,

Thw
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“The perfon to whom I was obligated for
‘the paffage through the found, was Mr.
Ritchie the firft mate, who commanded the
veflel in the abfence of that terrible foe te
llicit trade, Captain Crawfurd, who was

confined by illnefs. The men feemed to

anfwer the charater that Mr. Ritchie had
given them. They were ftout, fober, and
{teady. They feldom fwore, and they had
faved, from 150l. to 300l. per man. The
greateft part of them had families, for
whom they had built fmall neat houfes on
the Cumbra, an ifland in the Firth of Clyde.
- Captain Crawfurd fet the example, by build-
ing a handfome houfe for himfelf; Mr.
Ritchie ereted another; and in three or

four years the place began to affume the =~

appearance of a regular town. .

Finding myfelf thus accommodated, I be-
gan to entertain a hope that chance might
put a fmuggling veflel in our way. My bu-
finefs was, however, to collet information
from M. Ritchie, and his people, refpecting
the coaft, the different openings or bays, the
effefts of particular winds upon each bay,
with other nautical intelligence. Mr. Ritchie
{poke very feelmgly of the poor Highlanders,

D3 and
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and was an enthufiaft for the meafures that

I had fo often recommended. Mr. Stevenfon,

whofe knowledge of the Highlands is very

extenfive, was, if poffible, ftill more zealous,

and both of them gave a proof of their fin-

cerity, by becoming fubfcribers. Mr. Ritchie

having twelve children, I propofed that he
fhould take only half a fhare.*

- We were now under fail, and had the day
been fine, the numerous iflands along the .
coaft, with the various appearances of dif-
tant mountains on the continent, would
have produced the moft magnificent views
of rude nature. Among the iflands on the
fouth, two lofty mountains called the Paps
of Jura overtop the whole groupe, and are
~ feen at a great diftance from every diretion.
They rife in the form of a fugar loaf. The
hlghel’t is ncarly three thoufand feet,} and

com-

* He was in mourning for one of his fons, who, with 12
other perfons, was drownedin a boat, near the Cuméras.

-f The mountains in Scotland are not fo high as is gene-
rally imagined. Ben Nevis, near Fort William, though the
_higheft in the kingdom, is only 4,273 feet above the level of
the fea; and in general, the ridges of hills in that country
do not exceed 2,000 feet. Thefe compared to the Alps, the
mountains of Afia, and America, are only gentle rifings —~

The
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commands a moft extenfive profpect of the
Hebrides, the north of Ireland, Argylefhire,
and the Firth of Clyde. On the weft, we
faw the iflands of Colonfay and Oranfay ap-
pear as fpots in the ocean. On the eaft, a
large fertile ifland, called Lifmore, at the
mouth of Loch Linnhe, a capacious lake,
and navigable for the largeft fhips to Fort
William, which ftands in the country called
Lochaber.

The Tland of Lismore, thus placed be-
tween the fouth channel which leads to the
Clyde, the Sound of Mull, which leads to the
northern fhores, and the Linnhe Loch, which
opens a communication with Fort William,
and the interior part of the Highlands, feems
to merit particular attention.

Thisifland contains 1,500 people is above
feven miles in length, by one in breadth; and
being compofed of lime-ftone, it might be
rendered the granary of that coaft. Hitherto
it has derived little advantage from the lime-
ftone, owing to the want of good peat, the
neglc& of timber, and ftill more, the duty

Ay upon .
The height of fome of the mountains in Tibet, near the Mo- |

gul empire, is 8,000 feet and the height of the Andes, ia
South America, is 15,000 feet, being nearly three miles.
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wpon coals. Thus, with the advantages of
pavigation, inevery direction, and of a foil ly-
ing ypon the richeft manure, the people ars
indigent, and frequently obliged to im-
- port meal for their fubfiftence, Many of
them live a part of the year upon milk only,
If this be ihe fituatjon of a fpot naturally
fertile, we may eafily congeive the diftrefs of
the parifh, of which Lifmore forms only a
very fmall part, This parifh contains, be-
fides Lifmore, the diftrict of Appin, Duror,
Glen-Co, Glen-Creran, and Kingerloch the
whole extending forty miles in length, and
inhabited by five thoufand people,* who are
under the care of one minifter and two mif~
fipnaries.

At the north-eaft endof Llfmorc, there
is a fmall ifland, which defends a bay, fuf-
ﬁciently extenfive for all the purpofes of fifh-

. engs and coa.ftmg bufinefs. 4 The benefits.
' of

chlldren
_ 1 ¢« Ramfay Bay, near the eaft-end of Lifmore, is the only
¢ fafe anchorage in this ifland ; the ground is good, the
_¥ harbour pretty well fheltered, and the depth fufficient for
t< any thip- Take the ifland that fhelters the harbours on the
¢« larboard-hand going in, and anchor neareft the north

¢« fide.”
Mackensie,
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of a port and market, both to the natives of
this ifland, and the fhores upon the Linnhe
Loch, muft appear obvious to any perfon
who has the map or chart before him.

After pafling Lifmore, we entered the nar-
row part of the found, againft both wind
and tide; an attempt which none but Mr,
* Ritchie, on board the Cumbras cutter,
- would have thought of, Other veflels were
bearing away far places of fhelter. A ftranger,
who feemed to be an Englithman, fpoke us
with the trumpet, and begged that we would
inform him of a fafe harbour or anchor-
ing place. Our commander anfwered him
by the trumpet, in a very obliging manner, -
and the ftranger fteered immediately for
Port.
The day began to mend, and our veffel
being obferved by two gentlemen on the
Morven fide, they thought proper to launch
their boat, and board us, to hear news. The
~ curiofity of Highlandmen, when a ftranger
" goesamongthemis proverbial. Thelower fort

generally interrogate a ftranger, at the very
firft interview, thus :  May I afk your name,
_§ir ?----From whence came you ?----Where
are
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are you going.* There was, however, a very
good reafon for curiofity in the prefent cafe:
Mr. Ritchie had thought proper to go up
the found with colours flying, which, no
doubr, brought thefe gentlemen from home;
and great muft their difappointment have
been, when they found that Ritchie had
played a trick upon them. But he made
them ample amends at a we]l furnifhed ta--

ble in the cabbin.

~ Towards evening we landed at Aros, in
Mull, accompanied with our vifitors; and
“here I began to make my obfervations on
that ifland. :

. The firft object that prefented 1tfelf was the
ruinsof a confiderable building, fituated im-
mediately above the fea. Itis called the Caftle
of Aros, and was onee the refidence of Mac-
donald of the Ifles, . At the fouth entrance
of  the found, we had pafled another ruin,
upon the edge of the fea, called Caftle Duart,
: ‘ which
* The country Irifh’ are equally inquifitive after news-—
Afk an Irithman the way to Lurgan, and hz will anfwer,
O! and is it to Lurgan you are going?”” Happy in fuch -
important information, he, with great chearfulnefs, adds;
* ¢ O then my dear jewel, I will be after putting you in the .

“¢ yery track of the way that will carry you to Lurgan.
¢« It is a very fine place—~Was you never there before? I

« fuppofe you came laft from the City of Dublin 2**
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which was formerly a feat of the chief of the
Macleans, who wrefted this ifland from the
Lord of the Ifles, and by whom one half of it
-was.ceded to the family of Argyle, in the laft
century. Some miles weft from Caftle Du-
art ftands the Caftle of Moy, an ancient feat
of the Macleans of Lochbuy. .

If we are to believe the inhabitants, Mull -
1s twenty-four Scots,. or thirty fix Englith
miles in length, and nearly the fame in
breadth. It contains three parifhes, nine
places of worthip, feven churches, five fociety
fchools, three parochial ditto, and feven -
thoufand people, who are proteftants of the
church of Scotland.

The matters of the free fchools have only
10l. per annum, and being generally old
domeftic fervants, are not fufficiently quali-
fied for the charge committed to them. The
whole rent of the ifland is from 7 to 8,000l.
of which the Duke of Argyle’s fhare s faid to
be 4000l. Maclean of Lochbuy, of Toloifk,
of Coll, and Kinloch Alin, poflefs moftof the
remainder, _

Mull fends out 1, 500 black cattle at 3l. per

head, upon an average; . fome fmall horfes,
T and
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and 3ooton of kelp. About two hundred deer
range among the hills, but no hares. ‘

It is upon the whole, arough, mountain-
ous country, covered with heath or mofs; but
near the fhores, there is fome good arable
land, efpecially on the weft fide; and much
more might be reclaimed, if the inhiabitants
were allowed coals, duty free.

" Mull is much indented by capacious bays
or openings, which afford the natives an am-
ple fupply of filmon, white and fhell fith.

There is not, in this large ifland, any ap-
pearance of a regular well built village, or
of manufaltures, or even fpinning to any
extent. One half of the young women are
perfettly idle, except in the harveft time,
when they go to the Lowlands to fhear, the
earnings of which fupply them with trifling
neceffaries, to the amount of twenty or twen-
ty-four fhillings,

Combining all thefe circumftanees ; the
extent of the ifland ; the number and inac-
tive ftate of the inhabitants ; the want of
towns, markets, ports ; and the very centri-
cal fituation of Mull for trade and navi- -
gation, being the thoroughfare where vef-
fels are continually paffing between Cape
Wrath and the Irifh Channel, one market

town,
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town, fituated on the Sound of Mull, and ano=+

ther on the weft fide of the ifland, would be
' attenided with the moft beneficial confequen~

ces to the proprietors, as well as to ten thou-
fand people, who inhabit Mull and its iflands,
with the oppofite coaft of Morven,and Loch

Sunart.

Suppefing a town to be built at Oban, and
another upon the Ifland of Lifmore, we are
to look for two ftations in Mull, at proper
diftances from thefe two places, and from
each other. If nature fhould alfo favour
this diftribution of ftations, both with regard
to diftances, and the qualifications of har-
bours, the bufinefs, fo far as it relates to ﬁtu-
ation, feems to be decided.

The lochs and bays in Mull, though nu-

" merous, are not in general very good ; they
are cither too fhallow, or too open, and.
therefore unfafe for veflels to run into, -
during ftormy weather, or when the tides are
low. .

- One of the moft celebrated, and moft fre-
quented bays in the Highlands, lies, however,
fiear thenorth end of the Sound of Mull, agd'
18 called Tobirmory, which fignifies the Welt
of the Virgm Mary, from a little fpring
. thatis fhown toftrangers, and of whofe quali~
tics
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ties many wonderful fories have been told:

The bay of Tobirmory is fufficiently ca«
pacious for a number of the largeft fhips.*
It is fheltered by the ifland of Calve, which
ftretches along the entrance, and leaves a
paflage at each extremity. At prefent the
northern paffage only is navigable, which
is a great defett in this bay, and might be
eafily remedied, at leaft, for the navigation
of coafting veflels, by removing fome great
ftones that choak up the fouth paffage.

The north entrance was once fortified,
of which fome veftiges are ftill vifible. After
the defeat of the Spanifh armada in 1588,
the fcattered remains of that fleet, or at leaft

a part
® << Tubermoray Harbour is a very fine place for large thips;
¢ forit is fheltered from all winds, the ground good, and
¢ the depth moderate. Large fhips may anchor any where
¢ above a cable’slength from the thore. Small veflels may
¢¢ ride more commodioufly on the weft fide, abouta cable’s
¢ length eaftward of the fouthmoft houfe.”
‘ " Mackenzies
Mr. William Sacheverel, an Englithman, who in the laft
century lay fome time in this bay, fuperintending the divers |
employed on the wreck of a Spanith man of war, fays, that "
for its fize, it is one of the fineft and fafeft portsin the worlds "
¢overed by the. woody Ifland of Calve, furrounded by moun~-
tains, fhaded with trees, and the cafcades of chryftal water

rolling over the rocks, form altogether a fcene equally ples-
fng and romaantic.
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apart of them, made a defperate attempt to
return home, by going round the north of
.Scotland, to Cape Wrath, and from thence
fouthward through the narrow feas of the
Hebrides. One of thefe fhips called the
Florida, was blown up by a Mr. Smollett.of
Dunbarton, near this fort, where a part of
the hull ftill remains. When I was at_this
place, a fleet of thirty fail of herring bufles
* from the fouth, was driven into the bay, to-
wards the evening, by a ftrong gale of
wind, none of whom were to be feen next
morning. They had heard that herrings
were in the north, and every veffel crouded
_ fail at the break of day for that quarter.
. The harbour of Oban is fo ftrongly fhel-
tered by nature, that a fmall battery placed -
at each opening, could defend it completely
againft any number of cruifers. By this
means any quantity of timber, naval ftores, .
provifions, &c. might be lodged in perfett
fafety, which would prove a confiderable re- ' _
Kef to fhipping in general, and to the High-
land coaft in particular. This place is alfo
happily fupplied with cxcellent water, abun-
dance of turf immediately in its vicinity,
and freeftone at a convenient diftance upon

“ . the
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the oppofite coalt of Morven, neat the fmal]
harbour of Loch Alin. ' _

The fhore around this bay is the property
of the Duke of Argyle, and John Campbell,
Efq. of Knock, in Mull

From this place I croflfed over to the .
north-weft fide of the ifland, whereI found
fome excellent corn fields, and good paftus
rage. Here I embarked with Mr. Campbell;
in a boat of twelve or fourteen tons, and
coafted along the weft fide of Mull, which i$
deeply indented by two great bays, or lakes;
and abounds in iflands. We pafled the fa«
~mous ifland of Staffa about fix o’clock in
the evening; and kept off and on for fome
time, that I might have a view of the ens
trance of Fingal’'s Cave, and the majeftic
pillars which compofe that noble arch.
There is generally a furf, or {well of the fea,
* at this place, which utterly precludes all pof-
fibility of entering the Cave, except in very .
calm weather. This was the cafe when we
made the ifland, which, with the latenefs of'
the day, prevented our landing; and we
- bore away fouthward, to a diftrict in Mull,
called Rofs ; of which Loch Laigh, or’
~ more properly, Loch Lye, is the harbour.

' : In

~
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i this day’s voyage, we crofled the gﬁ'eaf
opening called Loch Tua, and had a diftin&
view of the iflands which lie in the mouth
of it, and the little ifland of Ineh Kenneth,
where Dr. Johnfon was hofpitably entertain>
ed by Sir Allan Maclean, who is now dead.:

Next appeared Loch Scridan, fometimes
called Loch Levint, which we crofled in thé
dark ; and got, with difficulty, inte the fmall
bay of Loch Lye; which is fituated rear the
entrance of thé forifier:

Here we landed, and groped our way to a
fmall public houfe; where we had the morti<
fication to find the doors fhut and the peo=
ple inbed. Mr. Campbell’s iaime; however;
foon procured us admiffion: Any-lodging
on ferra firma, was preferable to the ac-
commodations which an open beat af-
fords, and efpecially in fuch weather as we
experienced between the 26th and 3oth
of July. It then blew with fuch violence,
as to fhaké the éorn from thé roots; it
broke, or cut off the teps.of the potatots,
by which the growth of the root ceafes ; and
as 1o ftorm of equal Violence and duration
kad been remembered during a number of .
years, great fears were entertained for -the-

B buffeg
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buffes-and fmall craft then at fea, among the
iflands. * *Our boat, though feemingly tofied
out of the water by every wave, neither
drove, nor received any material damages
a proof of the goodnefs of the harbour
and the anchoring ground.

Mr. Mackenzie’s account of this bay is
Yefs favourable,} but it is to be obferved, that
he fpeaks of bays, as he found them, in their
natural ftate only, without defcribing the
fhelter which artificial works would afford.
Thus we find, that Loch Lye might, at a -
fmall expence, be rendered a fafe, commo-
dious harbour for all veffels of ordinary fize,
which navigate the great outer channel bes
tweeh Mull and the Long Ifland. That a

har-

® Clanronald, and Captain Macleod of Harris, were then

en their paflage from Greenock to the Long Ifland, in a fine

decked veflel. When this ftorm came on, they run toa port,
and lay fnug till it abated.

+ ¢ Loch Laigh is open to the north, near two points of
the compafs, and therefore cannot be reckoned a good har-
bour : but there is no daager in failing into it ; the ground
is all clean, and toward the head of the bay halds pretty
well; fo that in fummer it may be reckoned a fafe har-
bour, but not in winter. The fafeft anchorage is near the’

head of the bay, on the weft fide of Ihn-Vaan, on four er
five fathoms watex.’®
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harbour fhould be formed on the weft fide
of Mull, is evident, from the maiy fmall
iflands, rocks, and fcars, which lie in this
channel, and from thewant of good harbours

in thofe iflands, as the weft fide of Jura,:of
Oranfay, Colonfay, Icolumkill, Tirey, Coll,
&c. Loch Scridan, near Loch Lye, is a fine
harbour; but the beft anchoring ground is
feveral miles within land, and is therefore
out of the courfe of thipping. '

. 'The country around Loch Lye is eﬁeemed
the moft fruitful part of Mull, and itis, con-
fequently, the moft populous.

The facrament was adminiftered durmg :
my ftay here, at which a very great concourfe
of people attended, from the neighbouring
parts, and alfo from Icolumkill. ‘They ap-
peared decent in-theirapparel and behaviour,
and had the character, from Mr. Campbell,
their minifter, of being quiet, well difpofed
people. .
- While I was ftrolling on the hllls, to view
the ifland, and the appearance of the ocean
in a ftorm, I was kindly invited -into a cot=»
tage, prefented with the fnuff-mill, and heard
great news ! viz. That the-Duke of Argyle,
was going to makea canal at Loch Crinan,
andto build many towns in the Highlands |

Ea . Same
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Some days before this converfatien, I had
been informed by a man from Tirey, that
the Duke of Argyle and the King were to
carry on thefe grand works between them !

I founded the praifes of both, and told
the man that the great Earl of Breadalbane,
and many great lairds, had promifed to
affift the Duke of Argyle and the King in
- making the Highlands a grand country. .

The ftorm having fubfided, we left this
agreeable place, which is the property of the
Dukeof Argyle, andfailed tawards Icolumkitk,
whichis alfo owned by the fame nobleman.
As it would be inexeufable to pafs over this
ifland and Staffa in filence, and as I had not
an opportunity of landing upon either of
thefe celebrated Hlands, I fhall gratify the
reader, by fubjoining, in the Appendix, the
accurate defcription by Mr. Pennant, who ex-
" amined Icolumkill with a critical eye, and
whofe accounts may always be relied upon, as-
well as the juftnefs of his drawings er views.
To this I fhall fubjoin the nervous, but lefs
fatisfactory defeription given by Dr. Johnfon.
- For the defcription of Staffa, we are in~
. debted to Sir Jofeph Banks, whxch is alfo
gwen in the Appendix.
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- "The delay occafioned by the ftorm obliged
me to pafs the ifland of Icolumkill, with-
out landing upon it. We were now bound
for Tirey ; the diftance exceeded twenty-five
miles. Had we gone afhore on the former,
in our paffage to the latter, we muft have re-
mained all night, with the hazard of bad
‘weather, or a contrary wind ; by which fome
days might have been again loft. I there-
fore ftretched away along the coaft of Mull
and Icolumkill,in the hope that a more early
feafon would give me a better opportunity
- hereafter of furveying thefe great curiofities
of nature and art,

The condition of the people on thefc
fhores, and the ftate of the fifheries, being
indifpenfible fubjets of enquiry, I had the
Ppleafure to hear, that the people of Icolumkill
had difcovered, immediately upon their
coaft, a valuable white fithery; that they
had juft begun an imperfet trial of this
fithery, and were preparing for greater exer-
tions the enfuing feafon. Unfortunately,
there are no harbours on this ifland ; but if
a town and port fhall be built at Loch Lye,
which is only five or fix miles diftant, this
whole coaft will find a market, and be fup.
plied with neceffaries.

E 3 We
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 We were now between Icolumkill and
Staffa, which, as the day* was fine, we
- faw to great advantage. We perceived the
church, and other ancient buildings of the
former, verydiftinétly. The refains of dwel- .

lings ereted above a thoufand years. ago,

excite a degree of veneration, which, though

ftrongly felt, cannot be fufficiently defcribed.
Staffa, on the right hand, appeéred in the

form of a bold- rock, fupported by pillars

that had long repelled the fury of a turbue
lent ocean. .

Beyond Staffa, on the north, appeared
Lunga, and a number of inferior  iflands,
among which, that called, from its form, the
Dutchman’s Cape, is the moft diftinguithed. -
It is a lofty ifland, and ferves as a fea mark
to veflels which navigate the outer channel.

* Tirey and Coll appeared, at a diftance, as
one ifland, of about twenty miles in lcngth,
having fome ‘gentle rifings. There is a
channel, however, between them, of more
than a mile in width, and navigable with an
experienced pilot. ‘They lie fouth-weft and
- north-eaft. Tirey is the moft foutherly;
and here wearrived about fun-fet, in a little
creek, fo very narrow at the entrance, that
no
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no veflel dare enter it, except with mode-
rate weather and a leading -wind ; yet this
was the only place in the ifland on which
any money had been expended. Here is a
ruinous pier, whofe dimenfions are propor-
tioned to the fize of the harbour where it is
built. A fmall veflel may lay her fide to it,
and the harbour or creck will contain three
or four veflels of that fize.

As ports where fhips of burden can enter
and depart in all kinds of weather, and at all
times of the tide, is a matter of the greateft
importance to the navigation of thefe king-
doms in general, and to local fituations in
particular, I traverfed the whole coaft of
this ifland, to fee if fome port more capa-
cious than the place above mentioned, could
be found. After this excurfion, I found no
place fo practicable as the Bay of Gott, or
as it is called by Mr. Mackenzie, the Bay of
Kirkabul.* Mr. Campbell, and. other per-
fons who have frequently entered this bay,

E 4 : were

® << In Tiri there is no fafe place of anchorage ; only in
fummer, a fhip may flop om clean ground, in Travy Bay,
almoft any where above two cables length from the fhore. -
Or on the weft fide of Kirkabul Bay, on three or four fa.

themys, about two or three cables length from the thore.”
Mackensie,
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were'decidedly of the fame opinion; but it
will require a fltrong pier, to fecure fhips in
asll winds. The want of harbours between
Mull and the Long Ifland has already .
been mentioned. The diftance from Belfaft
Loch, atthe north end of the Irifhchannel, to
the ifland of . Canay, in the north Hebrides,
is above one hundred and-feventy miles ;
and from Loch Lye in Mull, on the eaft, to
Loch Boifdale, in the Long Ifland, on the
weft, is fifty miles, Between thefe places
there is no harbour, where veflels navigat-
ing the outer channel can enter, or lie fe-
curely, in any weather. Neither is there
Any lake or bay in this great {pace, that ad-
mits of being made a fafe port, excepting the
Bay of Gott, above-mentioned.

The Ifland of Tirey is the fole property
of the Duke of Argyle, who draws from
thence 1,00¢Ql, annually. It is nine miles in
length, and aof very unequal breadth; but
no where above four miles, and in general
fcarcely twg, Itis a low ifland, compofed
in fome parts of rocks, in others of a fandy
foil, which produces a rich verdure of grafs,
daifies, and herbs of a fragrancy that is al-
moft fuﬁ'ocatmg to thofe who are not accuf-

tomed
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fomed to it. A fifth part of theifland is pure
{and, which feemstobegaining yearly. About
800 acres are compofed of rock and mofs. A
werdant plain of 1100 acres feeds 2000-fheep,
and the arable lands produce 3000 bolls of
grain, moftly barley; of which 500 bolls
might be exported, if there were no ftills for
.whifky. The exports of black cattle, horfes,
and kelp, are very inconfiderable. )

Some fpecimens of marble have been fent
to London from this ifland nearly of a gar- -
net colour. The Duke of Argyle has a hand-
fome chimney-piece of it at his houfe in that
city. ‘

Here are no hares or deer, becaufe there
is no fhelter to protet them ; neither are
there, probably for the fame reafon, any ve-
nomous animals upon the ifland.

The number of inhabitants is computed
at 2,200, who depend chiefly on the pro-
.duce of the ground, though the coaft abounds
on every fide with all the varieties of white, '
flat, and fhell fith. This difcovery, ftrange
to relate! was only made in the fpring pre-
.¢eding my arrival on the ifland, when two
farmers realized 60l. in a fingle boat, after
they had finithed the daily labours of the
field. This good fortune will probably roufe

( . the
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the induftry of their neighbours; and there
can be no doubt of their fuccefs, efpecially as
the Duke of Argyle is indefatigable in his
endeavours to promote that branch upon the
‘very extenfive fhores of his eftate.
Having finithed my obfervations in Tirey,
I took leave of Mr. Archibald Campbell of
Mull, from whom I had received much ufe-
ful information refpeéting thefe iflands, and
the beft means of improving them. Ialfo-
experienced his hofpitality, and readinefs to
~accommodate me upon every occafion during
- the fpace of ten days. I took leave at the
fame time of the minifter, and the principal
inhabitants of Tirey, who favoured me with
their company to the ferry, where I crofied
the narrow channel to the Ifland of Coll.
This ifland is faid to be fourteen miles in’
‘Jength, by two in breadth, though, I believe,
its utmoft length does not exceed twelve
miles. It is greatly inferior to Tirey in fer-
.tility, being compofed moftly of rock, fome
blowing fand, and a very fmall portion of .
arable land; yet a number of black cattle
-are raifed here; of which, it is faid, four
hundred are exported annually. The rent
‘of the whole ifland is only 700l. per annum,
: of
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. of which Alexander Maclean, Efq. has the
+ principal thare. The two extremities are the
property of the Duke of Argyle.

No hares, deer, or venomous animals are
found on thefe naked rocks.

The ifland is faid to contain a lead mine,
which has not, however, been wrought,
The number of inhabitants amounts to
1100, who form a part of the parifh of Tirey,
and are under the care of a miffionary.

This ifland has two indifferent bays, and
feveral fmall crecks for boats.* One of

’ the

¢ Sir Adam Fergufon, Mr. Dempfter, and another gen-
tleman, having had a-hair-breadth efcape near this place, I
requefted of Mr. Dempfter, that he would favour me with the
particulars in writing, which are as follow. ¢ We were three
“¢ in company, Sir Adam Fergufon, Mr. Guthrie, and my-
4¢ felf ; all limited in point of time, but meant to have vi.
4¢ fited the Long Ifland, Lewis, and Sky, before our re-
“¢ turn. In going from Staffa to Coll, we pafled Coll’s
¢ Houfe by miftake ; and in making for another barbour
#¢ there, our veflel firuck upon a funken rock, about halfa
#¢ mile fram the land, and ftuck therefor twoor threeminutes3
¢ but the day being fine, the fea very calm, and the tide
¢ rifing, we got the veflel fhoved off the rock by the ftern»
«< after a good deal of thumping on the rock. Very bad
4¢- weather for twp days confined us to Coll, after which we
#¢ fickened of our expedition, and returned to Strantien in
#¢ Loch Sunart, and then to Fort William, after failing
#¢ about from the 13th to the 23d of Auguft. The rock i¢
% Jaid down, byt not pamed jn any map. My journal

A : < written
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the bays, called Lochachatftill, lies on the
fouth fide of the ifland ; the other, called
Loch Yern, or Loch Irin, ¥ lies on the fame
fide, and is more centrical. ‘The entrance of
the firft is encumbered with rocks; the
fecond is narrow, and the harbour within is
dry at low water.. Though thefe bays can-
' o _ not
b written at the time has this entry—Aug. 17. Thurfday off
<< Coll, about nige o’clock A. M. ftruck on a rockaboutone
«¢ mile from Loch Yern in Coll. Stuck about three minutes.
4¢ The captain marked this ifland on the map, and called it
«¢ Parliament Rock. You’ll obferve, we would have been a
¢¢ little the better for fome of your perfevering fpirit. At
¢ the fame time, this hafty and partial view of thofe regions
¢ gave us a better idea of the whole of that country, than
s¢ thofe who have pever feen any part of it. My opinion
¢¢ was ftrongly confirmed, that the people are induftrious,
s¢ the country improveable; that living by means of pota-
- ¢ toes and fith, is very eafy; and that leafes to the ten-
¢ 4nts, and towns with magiftracy for juftice and police,
¢ and fome regulations with refpe@ to cuftom-houfe fees,
¢¢ clearances, &c. alfo roads of communication to be made
by the public from the eaft to the weft coaft, wili be the
#¢ means of converting that country into an ufeful part of
¢ Great Britain.”
March 23, 1787.

* @ ¢ There is no good anchoring place in this ifland. Irt
the mouth of Lochachaftil, above Soay, a thip may ftop in the
fummer-time on' five or fix fathom water, and clean fand,

about one and a half, or two cables length from the fhore.
¢ In Loch Irin a veffel may ftop, in moderate weatlier,
on the eaft fide of the ifland, that lies half a mile up the bay, -
on three or four fathams, about the middle of that ifland.”
Mackenzies
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not be rendered of any utility to general na-
vigation, they might to be fo far improved
as to enable the inhabitants of Coll to pro-
fecute the fifheries.

At the head of the former bay is the feat
of Mr. Maclean, where Dr. Johnfon fpent
fome days; and here I flept in the room
where that perambulating philofopher re-
pofed himfelf. I too traverfed the ifland
from one end to the other, but found very
little worthy of notice, excepting the me-
lancholy devaftations of the blowing of
fand, which has covered fome good land;
and threatens more. Againit this evil there
is no remedy ; neither does the ifland admit
of any confiderable improvement : Mr. Mac-
lean propofes, therefore, to draw the atten-
tion of his tenants to the fitheries, the na-
tural bufinefs of thefe iflands, and which
would foon place the natives in more com-
fortable fituations.

From this place I propofed to fail for
Bara, the moft fouthern part of the Long
Ifland, and famous for the white fithery near
its fhores. From thence it was my inten-
tion to traverfe that whole range of iflands -

L
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by land, as far north as the Lewis. ‘The
principal iflands which compofe what is
called the Long Ifland, are,
Names of the Proprietors.

Bara . Macniel of Bara.
. . Macdonald of Clanronald,

- South Uif { and Macdonald of Boifdale.
Benbecula Macdonald of Clanronald.
North Uift Lord Macdonald.
Harris Captain Macleod of Harris,
" Lewis F.H. Mackenzie of Seaforth.

The Long Ifland extends 140 miles in
length from Bara to the Butt of the Lewxs,
and about 32 miles where broadeft.

 'The fouth end of this chain lies at the °
diftance of fixty miles from the neareft part
. of the continent of Scotland ; and the north
end about thirty miles from the main land.
Of the channels which feparate thefe iflands,
none can be navigated by large fhips with .
any degree of fafety, except that which fe-
parates Harris from North Uitt,

Thefe iflands on the eaft fide are generally
rough and mountaineous, confequently they
abound in capacious openings or bays, where
all the Britifh navy might ride fecurely. The

weft fide is generally level, fandy, and fruit-
fu¥
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ful in ‘oats and barley.* In fome of the
plains there is a luxuriancy of fine grafs,
herbs, and flowers ; * but unfortunately, the.
fea, and fands, are making continual de-
predations thereon, which no efforts can
prevent, The fea has, however, made re-
tribution for its incroachments upon thofe
fine plains, in the article of kelp, of an ex-
cellent quality, and greater in quantity than
is found elfewhere amongft the Hebrides ;
infomuch, - that in 1784, the eftate of Clan-
ronald produced nine hundred tons.

In my voyage thither, I propofed to fteer
by the north end of Coll, that I might have
an opportunity of vifiting the ifland of Canay,
the only fmall ifland-in the Hebrides that
has any claim to a village on the plan, and
outof the fund of the Britith Society. This
fland is the fole property of Clanronald ;
it is three miles in length, by one in breadth ;

-very fertile; and contains about two hun-.

dred inhabitants, who are moftly Roman
Catholics.” It lies fifteen miles weft from
the fouth end of Sky, thirty miles eaft from
: ' Bara

* I have been informed, that in" North Uift, one-fourth

peck of barley produced fixteen pecks; feven and a half

pecks produced four bolls ; and that a grain of barley in this
ifland produces twelve ears,



( 8 )
Bara, and dire&tly in the track of fhipping
to and from the Baltic. It is furrounded by
fithing banks, and having a harbour * fuf+
ficient to comtain fhipsof burden, fuch veffels
as cannot make the harbours of the Long
Ifland on one fide, or Tobirmery on the
other, generally run for Canay.

The diftance between the fouth-eaft fide 6f
Coll and Bara, by the courfe I propofed to
take, is a navigation of more than feventy
miles, upon thie. main ocean. The only boat
upon Coll, in which any perfon, except thofe
amphibious animals the Highland fithers,
would venture himfelf, belonged to Mi. Mac+
lean, andhad been taken to Sky by his family,
who were upon a vifit. In this dilemma, a ve~
nerable old man offered, with adegree of frarik<
nefs that I little expected, to carry me in his
veflel to Bara, or wherever I might think pro-
per to go; not only fo, « but faith,” faid he;
¢ I can introduce you to any family in the
« Long Ifland, for every body knows Wil~
¢ liam Macdonald, who has been a fither
<« thefe five and forty years, and was always

“ refpelted

'® « The harbour of Cana is fmall, but pretty well thel-
tered, and commodioufly fituated for veffels bound either-

. morthward or fouthward ; and on that aceount is more fre<

quented than any of the harbours in that neighbourhood.™,
Mackensies
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B refpe&ed by the. firft lairds in the Hngh-
t lands.—I faw your book,” added he, * in
« the Ifle- of Sky : O ! how you have
¢ trimmed that %¥****% ¥xxa*! I}, tg]k
* of fithing ! he knows rhore about cuf-
¢ tom-houfe fees, and how to harrafs induf-
‘ trious men who toil at fea; throwing out
* his gibes by a good fire fide; with the wine
¢ bottle before him, If you can be ready
“ to go to-morrow morning, we'll get out
“ with the ebb tide ; our hatbour is noné
«of the beft, but leave that matter to old
*« Macdonald, who knows it weel.”

This old man commenced herring fither in
1742; and by his indefatigable attention,
und gréat experience; realifed 7000l. a much
greater fum than any perfon in the weft of
Scotland had aeqmred by that profeflion
only He had in latter times, four good fail~
ing veflels, with which he went to the fithing
every feafon; and he betanie fo wellacquainted
with the appearances of the approach of the
herrings at one loch; andof their departure for
another, that he was often fuccefsful, when
othier veficls went away empty. He had
alfo acquired a2 more pérfet knowledge of
the coaft of the Highlands than any perfon

F . _living”
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!’mng, exceptmg' Mr. Mackcnzxc, who
,founded the whole of it.
. Being thus a complete mafter of the fith-
ing trade, and of the very hazardous naviga-
- .tions of thefe feas, he became at laft a guide
to the whole bufs fleet, in whatever related
to failing, fithing, curing, and the markets.
¢ When I came out of any loch,” faid he,
* they ufed to fay, There goes Macdonald,
¢ let us weigh our anchors, there’s nothing
* moreinthis place for us. Then the fwifteft
¢ among them would try to keep up with
« us, but we fcudded awaw like birds, and
“ laughed at the beft of them. I have feen
« fifty fail croudmg-after us, as if they had
“ been in purfuit of the Monfeers. Then I
« hauled down a fail to give them time to
“ bear up, for they had as good a right to
‘ the herring as myfelf : I fhowed them
 the way, as if they had been my own
¢ children.—But I fhould not fpeak of
“ children; I have been ruined by my
“ children. My two daughters magried two
“ brothers, who dabbled too far in the
“ American trade, and were often oblig-
“ ed to me for affiftance: At laft, by cau-
“ t1011ary, and by mongy advanced them
Lat
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% 3t different times, I'loft every fhilling;
t¢ was put into prifon; and am now obliged,
% at the age of feventy years; to go to fea
" % agair for a poor livelihood. The laird of
¢ Boifdale, good gentleman, has let me have
¢ a fmall veflel for 100l. though worth zools |
¢ which I am to pay when I am able. I
¥ take 4 freight, ‘or any thing that offers. -
¢ But I am now too old for this bufinefs;
¥ an arm chair would be more agreeable.”

'This being the hiftory of poor old Mac-
-donald, he is always a welcome gueft at the
feats of hofpitality in the Highlands ; and
here I found him in Mr, Maclean’s houfe,
where he enjoyed all the conveniencies of
one of the family:- »

His veflel being a good faxlcr, and in good
‘condition, I embraced the opportunity, and
agreed to embark with him at five in the
mording: The night being very boifterous,
a lefs detérmined paflenger wonld have made
that circumftance an excufe for fpending an-
other day with Mr. Maclean. The morn-
ing proved coarfe and hazy; attended with
rain. Mr.Maclean infifted on my drinking
tea before I went on board; favoured me
with his company to the fhore, and fent two

Fa of
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-of his people to affift in working the veffol
out. .

Mr. Macdonald was now in his proper
‘element. His ftation was at the helm. The
morning was fqually, and we were fur-
rounded with detached rocks, fome above,
and fome under the water. His eyes, keen
as thofe of an eagle, were every where; and
his tongue never ceafed in direfting the ma-
nagement of the ropes and fails. .

After we had got fairly out, I began to
look into my lodgings below, where I found
‘a hamper filled with wild fowl, chickens,
and veal, with wine, rum, fugar, tea, bread,
butter, &c. ¢ Ay, faid Macdonald, the
¢ laird would not have ated like himfelf,
«if he had done otherwife; they are a
« choice family. I have known his father
« thefe forty years, and a better man never
“ hved.” :

When we had got to the north point of
Coll, Mr. Macdonald faid, it would be ha-
‘zardous to attempt Canay .in an evening
which feemed inclinable to fog. . We there-
- fore puthed for any harbour we could make
in Rum, Egg, or Muck, which lie contigu-

.ous, and near the fouthlend of Sky.
L : . Rum
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RuM 1s a confiderable ifland, or ratherone

eontinued 'rock, ‘of nearly thirty miles in
circumference. It is the property of Mr.
Maclean of Coll ; contains 300 inhabitants;
grazes cattle and fheep; pays 200l. rent
annually ; but has neither kelp, free-ftone,
nor lime.
- Muck belongs t6 Donald Maclean, Efq:
is nearly two °miles in length, by one in
width, It is moftly arable, and exports fome
' barley, oats, potatoes, and cattle The num-.
ber of people amount to 253, who pay 200,
of rent, exclufive of twenty tons of kclp,
every third year,

Eca is the property of Mr. Macdonald ;
and 1s confiderably larger than Muck, but
not fo fruitful. In thefe iflands there are
fome anchoring places, but no good har-
bours.

The courfe we took lay between Rum, .on
the left, and Eggand Muck, oftheright. We
+ had perceived all the,fe iflands, at intervals, .
through the day; but when we advanced
near ‘them, they .totally difappeared, with
every obje&t excepting the water immedi-
ately &round us. - )

. Fg = M:.
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. Mr. Macdonald taok the charge of the
helm, and fteered by means of the compalfs,
through the channel between Rum and
Egg, which is only five miles acrofs, We
failed fome time in thjs courfe, expelting
every moment to fee land ; but we remained

wrapt up in nnpene(rable darknefs, Our

only guide .was the compafs, and a diftant

found of waters, Our crew confifted of Mac-

+ - *donald and two men; of whom, Macdonald

- and one of the men were fo deaf, that they
could not hear thefe founds. The other failor
- and myfelf were therefore to form conjec=
tures, and to make oyr report to Macdonald,

who was logking anxioufly around him for
" land, * We areautaof our cburfe,” faid the '

failor ; “* we are in the open fea ; Ihearthe

fwell of the Atlantic,” Differing.in 6p1mon,'

- fram this perfon, I fuggefted to Macdo«
nald, that we muft be nearthe breakers upon
one ar other of the iflands, The old man

~ kept up his fpirits, but thonght it prudent .

'to ga with very little fail. Night began tq
approach, and we had no profpect of feging

(githter the moon or ftars,
Of all fityations, that of being ameng 3
groupe of ulands zmd rqcks, in qfoggy mght
‘ l§
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“sthe moft dreaded by feamen. "When outin.
the main ocean, though it fhould blow an
huiricane, the veflel has a chance of wea-
thering it, becaufe there is fea-rpom, as they
term it, and no danger to be feared, except-
ing from the violence of the winds, which’
u good veflel, fkilfully wrought, -generally
~ludes. Among iflands, as thofe of the He-
Orides, where every large ifland has near
its fhores, a number of little ones, and each
of thefe being generally ftudded with rocks,
there¢ is danger, on every fide, of being driven
by the winds, or drawn by the tides, upon
breakers or fhoals. Such were'the profpects
before us, when Macdonald called out,
% Land, land I”

‘The fog had begun to fubfide on the fum—
mits of the ifland of Rum, which foon be-
came fo vifible, that no doubt remained of
our fituation. The founds we had heard.
proceeded from the breakers, and the falls
of water from the mountains. Finding our-
felves under impending rocks, of prodigious
height, we fteered to a proper diftance, and
got fafe into the only road upon this bold
coaft, called Loch Skrefort.

Here we landed, at a fmall village, in a

fituation not unpléafant. The people were
' ' all
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all bufy m packing herrings for their winter

‘provifion; and more might have been cured,

if they had been provided with falt. Mr,
Maglean, thg proprietor of Coll, informed
me, that he was determined to give the in+
habitants of that ifland every affiftance for
promoting_ the fitheries. . I hope he will ex-
tend his benevolent endeavours .ta this bay
alfo, by erecting a fmall key, and fupplying
the people with falt and catks, for which
they would pay ready moncy By means of
this aid, they would furnifh all the inHabi-
tants of the ifland-in herrings, orwhlte ﬁfh :
through the whole year.* .
i At
¢ Dr. Johnfon did not vifit this ifland, but had his infor-
mation from Mr. Maclean, the proprietor, and it may there-

-fore be fuppofed to be authentic. ¢ The horfes,¥ fays he,

¢ are very fmall, but of a hreed eminent for beauty. _Coll,
not long ago, bought one of them from a tenant, who told
him, ¢ that as he was of a fhape uncommonly elegant, he
¢ could not fell him but at a high price ; and that whoever
¢ had him, fhould pay 3 guinea and a half.”” << There
are in Bara,” fays the Do&or, ¢ arace of horfes yet fmaller,
of which the higheft is noahove thirty-fix inches.

¢ The inhabitants are fifty-eight families, who continued
Papifts for fome time after the Laird became a Proteftant,
Their adherence to their ol religion was ftrengthened by
the Laird’s fifter, a zedlous Roman Catholzc, till one Sun:

day, as they were gomg to mafs yndeg the conduét of their
patronef§,
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At this place, I-was informed that the
herrings were in Loch Urn, which was faid
to be crouded with buffes: and nghland
* boats.

The tidings of a capltal prize in the lot-
tery could not have produced greater plea-
fure than this intelligence. I deferred my
voyage to Canay and the Long Ifland, in or-
derto enjoy rbe fight, in Loch Urn; and to
learn, upon thefpot, if all the comptaints that
I'had heard, were well grounded. Befides per-
fonal information from the proprietors of |
herring buffes, in the ports of the Clyde, I
. had’ received fundry papers, ftating, that
-the herring fitheries in the Highlands were
greatly obftructed by the natives, who, in
the night time, cut the nets, and ftole or cut
the buoys which belonged to the buffes;
that to thefe, and ather irregularities, were
owing, in fome meafure, the bad fuccefs of
the fitheries of late years s that the evil was

increafing

patronefs, Maclean met them on the way, gave one of them
a blow on the head with a yellow ftick, I fuppofe a cane,
for which the Erfe ‘had no name, and drove them to the
kirk, from which they have never fince departed. Since the
ufe of this method of converfion, the inhabitants of Egg
and Canna, who continue Papxﬁs, call the proteftantifm of
Rum, thg religion of the yellow-fick.”
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increafing daily, and unlefs 2 remedy fhould
be devifed, many induftrious perfons would
- be driven out of the trade,

Mr. Macdonald had been bound for- the
fitheries, with aview of a freight of herrings,
and being thus equally difpofed for the voy-
age, with myfelf, we fet off next mornjng
in high fpirits. The day was remarkably
fine, which afforded moft ext&nfive and beau~
tiful views of the beforé-mentioned iflands,

.on the fouth; the coaft of Sky on the nofth;
and the main land of Scotland on the eaft.
We coafted the whole day, along the fine -
floping edges of Sky, particularly that di-
vifion of this great jfland, called Slate, which
is feparated from the continent by a chan-
nel of only five or fix miles. Slate is a good
corn and pafture country, very populous;
and ornamented by feveral neat white houfes,

- that are inhabited by refpeétable tackimen.

It is one of the moft agre:able fituations in

the Highlands, for the refidence of a gentle-
man. It produces grain; raifes cattle and
fheep ; the Lills abound in deer and wild
fowl; the fea in ajl the varietes of fifh,

While thefe gratify the appetite, the views

of magmﬁcent lnlls, of feas, and of veflels
paﬂ'mg
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paffing continually toand from the north;
. pleafe the imagination.
~ In this day’s voyage, we obferved a nums
ber of Highland boats, with four oars, and
containing, generally, fix or feven men.—
They were returning from the fithery in
Loch Urn to the fouth coaft of Sky. The
wind being contrary, thefe poor people were
forced to labour at the. oars from ten to
twenty, or twenty-five miles, before they
could reach their refpective huts, They take
the oars alternately, and.refreflt themfelves
now and then with water, though generally
. ina full fweat, ;They fing in chorus, obferv-
.ing a kind of time, with the movement of -
the oars. Though they kept clofe upon-the
fhore, and at a confiderable diftance from °
our veflel, we heard the found from almoft
every boat, Thofe who have the bagpipe,
ufe that inftrument, which has a pleafing
effect upon the water, and makes thcfe poor
people forget their toils.
~ They were returning to their famahes,
with their little captures of herrings, or with
what they were able to buy, and with a very
difproportioned quantity of falt, which, in
the ﬁﬂung feafon, is. generally above -their
o abxhues
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abilities to purchafe, and fometimes it cannot
be procured at any price. For thefe herrings,
. the value of which might not, upon an
average, exceed fifty fhillings per boat, fix
or feven men muft have been from home a
" week or ten days,- in moderate weather, and
double that time had the weather been ftormy,
with contrary winds. Jf fuccefsful, they
do not repine at the lofs of fo much time,
the fatigue which they have gone through,
.or the dangers to which they have been
expofed, in navigating the main ocean with
‘boats, not much longcr than a London
{culler, and many of them, called Norway

{kiffs, about that fize. But when, after all -

thefe delays, toils, and hazards, théy return
without herrings, which is often the cafe,
the difappointment to their half-ftarved fa-
milies 1s eafier to be conceived than ex-

' ~ prefled, and they have the fame work to
perform again, as foon as herrings are heard

of, within the diftance of fifty miles. Even
then, difappointment fometimes follows ; the
report may have been falfe, or the her-
rings may have difappeared before the peo-
ple, ftruggling with contending elements,
'could have reached_the fithery, _ If, at the

fameg
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fame time, thefe people fhould be thus com«
pelled to wander from place to place, upon
the turbulent ocean, through pofitive necef-
fity, arifing from the immediate want of
fubfiftence, or from the urgent calls of thofe
by whom they had been fupplied upon credit, -
with meal and neceflaries, they muft, when
the fithery fails, difpofe of their property,.
and fhift every one for himfelf; fome in the
Lowlands, and others to inceflant labour, in
the wilds of America.

As we advanced towards the loch, the -
number of boats that ,were returning in .
every direCtion, pldinly announced the de-
parture of the herrings. ;

About fun-fet, we caft anchor in an open
road, at the mouth of the loch, and feeing
a decent looking houfe, with fundry huts, at
‘fome diftance, Macdonald and myfelf bent
our way thither, as if certain of a good re-
ception, of comfortable lodging, and a whole -
budget of news. When we got to this place,
a deadfilence pervaded the whole village ; the
windows and doors of the principal houfe
were fhut; we knocked in vain, nothing
that had life was feen or heard fiom any quar-
ter. Macdonald, who pretended to a tho-

reugh
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rough knowledge of the country'and péople

after having explored every hut and corner,

declared, that he had never met with fuch
a.circumftance; but in our return to the

veflel, we were informed by a tranfient tra-

veller; that the people of the village had

juft gone to the fhielings.* "By him alfo we
learned, thdt there had been'a good take of
herrings, and great difturbances between the
bufs-men and the Highlandmen, which, he

faid, bad driven the berrings out of the loch.

With the help of a blanket, I madea thift
-to pafs a night on board, accompanied by &
whole corps of thofe nocturnal difturbers
~ of the peace, called light infantry. Nex¢
morning proved fine, and by five o’clock-
we were under fail, with a head wind. This
did not, however, prevent us from working
up the loch, by tacking from fide to fide 5
which afforded me a complete view of the
tremendous mountains that bound this no<

ble water. In fome parts, the furface was co-
vered with a coarfe grafs, mixed with heath;
. in others, with woods that feemed to have
' been

" ® Hus, or dairy houfes, among the mountains and moors,
where the people go in good weather, to make butter and
cheefe. ) *
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been fripped of their beft timber. The

mountains; as we advanced, increafed in
height, . and new woods appeared. At
length we caft anchor, about ten o'clock
in the morning, in a fmall road on the
north fide, called Arnifdale, where we found

a moft welcome reception from Mr. Mac-

* leod and good Madam Macleod. *
. 'This gentleman is about elghty-ﬁx years
of age, and Mrs. Macleod is turned of fe-
venty. Here I met with that kind of civility
and attention which I had often experienced;
and finding myfelf thus agreeably accom-
modated, I made this houfe my head quar-
ters, while I was taking a furvey of the
loch, and the fitheries. During a fhort
‘acquaintance of threec days, I had con-
tralted a’ friendthip for old Macdonald,
which I felt pretty fenfibly on parting
from him at this place. If his fons in law,
who are again in bufinefs, thould thew no
. dif-

«¢ I fhall never forget the hofpitality of the houfe,”” fays

Mr. Pennant, vol. ii. page 342. ““ Before I could utter a de-
nial, three glafles of rum, cordialized with jelly of bilberies,
were poured into me by the irrefiftable hand of good Madam
Macleod. Meflrs Lightfoot and Stuart fallied out, ‘in high
fpirits, tobotanize.; I defcended to my boat to make the voys
age of the lake.”

g
J
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'difpofitions to maintain, in a decént conic
petency, the man whom-their indifcretions
have reduced to the greateft poverty, I hopé
that the traders in Greenock, and particu-
" larly thofe concerned in fifheries, will raife a
fmall fund, by means of an annual fubfcripe
tion, and to which the writer of thefe fheets
will chearfully contribute,

bt
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DESCRIPTION OF INVERNESS-SHIRE!

EING riow in the coutity of Invers
" nefs, I fhall, agreeably to my plan, glve :
the outlines of that Very exténfive diftrict.

There arethree northern counties, viz. Inz
vernefs, Rofs; and Sutherland, which extend
from fea to fea: The medium width is fex
venty miles. Mountains, rocks, and mofs,
compofe the greateft part of thefe counties:
but Nature has madeample amends for the
poverty of the foil, in the great abundance
of fifh that are found on, or near the eaft- -
ern as well as the weftern fhores of this
divifion of our ifland. )

"The weft coaft of Invernefs-thire extends
from the point of Ardnamurchan on the .
fouth, which divides it from Argylethire, to
Loch Duich on the nerth, by which it is di-
vided from Rofs-fhire. Itis indented between
thefe 'boundaries, by feveral bays or lakes,
as Loch Kintray, Loch Moidart, Loch Ay-
lert, Loch Nanua, Loch Nagaul Loch Ne-"
vifh, Loch Urn, and the Bay of Berngra.

The herrings are found occafionally in all.

thefe waters ; but Loch Urn is the only regu-
G ' lar
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"~ lar fithing ftation to which the herring buf=
- fes refort annually, from the -fouth. But-.
if the continent be deficient in this refpett,
the iflands which form a part of Inver-
nefs-fhire, fufficiently abound in excellent
repofitorres of fith, in all the varieties known
in the northern feas. Thefe iflands, being
fituated in the main ocean, between Cape
Wrath and Ircland, lie confequently in
the very track of the annual migrations
that pafs towards the Irifh fhores, every
year, after the month of June. Thecod and
ling caught on, or near thefe infular fhores,
-are alfo more numerous, and of alarger fize
than thofe upon the main. The names of
the inhabited iflands which compofe a part
of this fhire, are given in page 25, making
in the whole forty-four; of which Sky, Har-~
ris, North and South Uift, are the principal.
This great county is inhabited chiefly by
Macleods, Macdonalds, Macpherfons, Mac-
kintofhes, and Frafers; of whom the Mac-
leods are faid to be the moft ancient poffef-
fors on the weft fide. It furnithes a regiment
of fencibles to every war, and a ftill greater -
number of men to the marching regiments.
' ' In-
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* InvernEss, which ftands on the eafteril
coaft, is the capital; and though inconfiders
dble, it is the only town in that county.
It was formerly a place of great trade with
Norway, the Baltic, and the Eaft Country.
Ts exports were chiefly grain, fith, beef,
and fkins. It fell into decay, but is agam
 beginning to flourifh:
The territorial produce of thefe Highlind
.counties are fo fimilar, that it is unneceffary
to repeat them. They confift, as before ob-

- ferved, of fmall black cattle, horfes, and fheep,

from the fale of which the farmers pay their
rents, and fupply themfelves with meal
through great part of the year.

e PR

J] OURN A L

ONE of the moft enfertaining fights at
Arnifdale, was the playing of falmon within
a gun fhot of the fhore. They had come
into the lake with the herrings, and though
a great number had been caught by Mr. Mac-
leod’s people, at the mouth of a nver, near
his houfe, there feemed to.be no diminution
of their numbers : but it may be fuppofed,
that every fith partook of the enjoyment

G 2 , which
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which leaping out of the fea, in a fine fune
“fhine day, afforded.

The next fcene was from eighty to one
hundred herring buffes, packing and curing
thegleaningsof their late captures. Towards
the upper part, the loch is divided into
reaches or fections, and in the very upper-
moft of thefe, the herrings are ufually caught
in fixteen fathom water. The entrance into
this pond is very narrow, and fo fhallow, that
it may be forded at low water. In Sweden,
the fifhers block up thefe inner ponds, by |
means of ftrong nets, properly difpofed at
the entrances, and thus prevent the herrings
from getting out at full tides. But the Scots
fithers reject this rational method; and the
confequence Is, a fcene of war and confu-
fion, in which the buffes generally loofe
their nets and buoys, befides their chance of
‘herrings, which are driven away by the num-
ber of veffels, boats and nets, that fill every
fpace, in thefe confined waters. They fith in
theday time, and fome perfons have been feen
driving the herrings into the nets with their
oars. They frequently intermingletheirnets,
and are obliged to cut them with knives be-
fore they are feparated.

The .
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The fhore was covered with little hovels,
or tents, which ferve as temporary lodgings
to the natives, who flock to thefe fifheries,
and who, in their turn, were full of com-
plaints againft the bufs-men. This year
Mr. Macdonald junior, of Barrifdale, a gen-
tleman of great bodily ftrength, and who
is both loved and feared in this loch, attempt-
«d in vain to preferve peace and good order.

By him I had an invitation to his father’s
houfe at Barrifdale, a pleafant little bay on

“ the fouth fide of the loch. This gentleman
had been in the laft rebellion, was taken pri-
foner, and confined nine years in the caftle
of Edinburgh, from which he was relieved
through the interceflion of friends. Helives
in filent retirement, upon a flender income,
and feems by his appearance, converfation,
and deportment, to havemerited a better fate. .
He is about fix feet high, proportionably
made, and was reckoned one of the hand-
Jomeft men of the age.

. Heis ftill a prifoner, in a more enlarged

fenfe, and has no foeiety, excepting his own
family, and that of Mr. Macleod of Amif-
dale. Living on oppafite fides of the loch,
their communications are not frequent.--—-
3 The



- ( 102 ) |

The fouth fide of this water is the propertyof
Macdonald of Glengary; and the north fide,
which feems to be the moft valuable, is the

property of major general Macleod, the chief"

of that name, who is now in the Eaft Indies.
In order to preferve the trifling crops of

-grain that are raifed here, the corn is car- -

riéd, in wet weather, and as foon as itis cut
down, into barns bujlt with.wicker, where
© it is dried by means of the fifting air.

I perceived in Mr. Macleod’s garden prodi-
gious quantities of apples, peafs, goofeber-
ries, rafberries, ftrawberries, currants, and
moft excellent vegetables,

Though Leoch Urn has a capltal herrmg

fithery, it has no other recommendation as
~ a proper ftation for a town. The hills rife
to a great height on both fides, and all
intercourfe with the inland country is nearly
cut off; confequently there are few inhabi-
tants on this water.
From Loch Urn I was accompanied in a
- boat, bya part of Mr. Macleod’s faniily, to
Bernera, in Glen Elg, a pleafant couhtry,
inhabited by goo people, having a church,
# manfe, a public houfe, with a groupe

of
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of mean huts, and the moft miferable look-
ing people that I had feen. V :

The valley behind is comparatwcly luxu-
riant, and finely watered by a copious ftream,
wlfcre‘_there-is a falmon fithery. Here, in
1722, were built two houfes, containing 24
apartments, for the accommodation of 200
foldiers. Thefe buildings were made, it is
faid, a notorious job; and their prefent rui-
nous ftate, in fo fhort a time, feems to con-
firm that affertion. '

Here I was entertained by the command-
ing officer, and his whole garrifon. The
former was an old corporal, and the latter

-was the old corporal’s wife: the entertdin-
ment, {nuff and whifkey.

There is a military road from thefe bar-
racks to the eaft fide of the kingdom, by
Fort Auguftus, diftant forty-three miles;
and from thence to Invernefs, the diftance
thirty-two miles.* This is the laft military
road acrofs the kingdom, between the eaft-

G4 ern

* By this road, though one of the moft rugged in

. Great Britain, the celebrated Do&or Johnfon paffed frorh

Invernefs to the Hebride Ifles. His obfervations on the
country and people are extremely corre&, judicxous, and

inftruftive.
Spcak- '
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' ern and weftern feas. From thence merth,

ward to the Pentland Firth, the diftance is
from

Speaking of the caftle of Invernefs, where it is fuppofed,
Macbeth deftroyed his, royal maiter, he fays, ¢ Here is
a cafile, called the caftle of Macbeth, the walls of which are
yet ftanding. It was no very capacious edifice ; but ftands
ppon a rock fq high and fteep, that I think it was once ne¢
acceffible, but by the help of ladders, or a bridge. J

¢ We were now to bid farewel to the luxury of travelling,
and to enter a country upan which, perhaps, no wheel has
ever rolled. At Invernefs, therefore, we procured three
horfes for ourfelves and a fervant, and ane more for our
baggage, which was no very heavy load. We took two
Highlanders to run befides us, partly to fhow us the way,
and partly to take back from the fea fide the horfes, of which
they were the owners. One of them was a man of great
a@tivity, of whom his éornpanion faid, that he would tire
any horfe in Invernefs: Both of them were civil and ready
handed. lexty feems patt of the national charaéer of the
Highlanders.

* ¢« Near thg way, by the water,ﬁde, [Lochnefs] we efpied a
gottage. ‘This was the firft Highland hut that I had feen;
and as our bufinefs was with life and manners, we were wil-
- ling to vifitit. To enter a habitation without leave, feems
to be not confidered here as rudenefs or intrufion. The old
Jaws of hofpitality ftill give this licence to a ftyanger.

*“ When we entered, we found an old woman boiling goat’s
fleh in a kettle. She fpoke littlg Bnghﬂ\ but we had
mterpreters at hand, and fhe was willing enqugh to difplay
her fyftem of economy. She has five childfen, of whom
npne are yet gone from her, Theeldeft, a boy of thirteen,
and her hufhand, who iseighty years old, were at work in the

. ’ wood.,
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from eighty to ninety miles, where no foldier
ever appeared for the purpofe of making roads,
excepting

wood. Her two next fons were gone to Invernefs to buy meal,
by which oatmeal is always meant. Meal fhe confidered as
expenfive food, and told us that in fpring, when the goats
gave milk, the children could live withoutit.

«¢ With the truepaftoral hofpitality, the atked us tofit down
and gdrink whifkey. She is religious, and though the kirk
is four miles off, probably eight Englith miles, fhe goes thi-
ther every Sunday. We gave her a thilting, and the begged
fouff ; for fouff is the luxury of a Highland cottage.

¢¢ Earlyin the afterncon we tame to Anoch, a village in
Glenmorifon of three huts, one of which is diftinguifhed
by a chimney. Here we were to dine and lodge, and
were condu&ed through the firft room, thathad a chim-
ney, into another, lighted by a fmall glafs window. The
landlord attended us with great civility, and told us
what he could give us to eat and drink. I found fome
books on a fhelf, among which were a volume or more of
Prideaux’s Conne&ion. This I mentioned as fomething un-
expefted, and perceived that I did not pleafe him. I praifed
the propriety of his language, and was anfwered thatI
need not wonder, for he had learned it by grammar. By
fubfequent opportunities of ohfervation, I found that my
hoft’s diGion had nothing pecyliar. Thofe Highlanders that
can fpeak Englith, commonly fpeak it well. By their Low-
land peighbours they would not willingly be taught : foc
they have long confidered them as a mean and degenerate
mace. Thefe prejudices are wearing faft away: but fo much
of them ftill rel'nains, that when I afked a very learned mi-
nifter inthe iflands, which they confidered as their moit fa-
vage clans }’—T54f, faid he, thar. Live next the Lowlands.™

. « Same
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excepting’a fmall party, fome years ago, near:
Loch Maree, which road they did not com-
plete. :
The

- 7
«¢ Some time after dinner we were furprifed by the en«
trance of a young woman, not inelegant in either mien or,
drefs, who afked whether we would have tea. We found
that . fhe was the daughter of our hoft, and defired her .to
make it. Her converfation, like her appearance, was gentle
and pleafing. We knew that the girls of the Highlands are
all gentlewomen, and treated her with great refpe&, which.
the received as cuftomary and due, and was neither elated by.
it, nor confufed; but repaid my civilities without embagrafi~

- ment, and told me, how much I honoured her country by

coming to furvey it. She bhad been at Invernsfs to gain
the common female qualifications, and had, like her father,.
the Englith pronounciation: I prefented her with a book
which I happened to have about me, and fhould not be pleafed
to think that fhe forgets me.

: ¢« We gained Yo much the favour of our hoft ; that, when
we left his houfe in the morning, he walked by us a great
way, and entertained us with converfation, both on his own
condition, and that of the country. His life feemed to be
merely paftoral, except that he differed from fome of the
fncjent Nomades in having a fettled dwelling. His wealth
confifts of 100 fheep, as many goats, 12 milk cows, and
28 becves, ready for the drover.

¢« From him we firft heard of the general diffatisfalion

which is now [1773] driving the Highlanders into the,
other hemifphere; and when I afked him whether they
would ftay at home, if they were well treated, he anfwered,
with indignation, that no man willingly left his native coyn-
try. Of the farm which he himfelf occupjed, the rent had,
in twenty five-years, been advanced from five to twenty
‘ pounds,
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The bay’ of Bernera s open, and expofed to
foutherly and weftely winds, but itis fortu-
nately

pounds, which he found himfelf fo little able to pay, that he
would be glad to try his fortune in fome other place; yet
he owned the reafonablenefs of raifing the Highland rent
1 a certain degree, and declared himfelf willing to pay ten
pounds for the ground where he formerly paid five.

“¢ Beyond is avalley called Glentheals, inhabited by ‘the
clan of Macrae. Here we found a village called Aukna-
fheals, confifting of many huts, perhaps twenty, built with
dry ftone, that is, ftones piled up without mortar. We
had, by the dire&ion of the officers at Fort Auguftus, taken
bread for ourfelyes, and tobacco for thofe Highlanders
who might fhew us any kindnefs. We were now at a place
where we could obtain milk, but muft have wanted bread if
we had not brought it. The people of this va’lley did nat
appear to know any Englifh, 'and our guides now became
doubly neceflary as interpreters. A woman, whofe hut was
diftinguifhed by greater fpacioufnefs, and better architecture,
brought out fome pails of milk. The villagers gathered
about us in confiderable numbers, I believe without any evil -
intention, but with a very {avage wildnefs of afpe& and man-
ner. When our meal was over, Mr. Bofwe]l fliced the bread
and divided it amongft them, as he fuppofed them never to °
have t:fed a wheaten loaf before. He then gave them little
pieces of twifted tobacco, and among the children we diftri-
buted a fmall handful of halfpence, which they received
with great eagernefs. The woman whofe milk we drank,
feemed unwilling to take any price, but being prefled to
make a demand, the at laft named a fhilling. Honefty is not

reater where elegance is lefs. One of the by-ftanders, as
yre were told afterwards, advifed her to atk more ; but fhe

faid
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nately affifted by three good bays on the oppo-
fite coaft of Sky, viz. Elen Oranfay, at the
the

faid a fhilling was enough. We gave her half-a-crown, and
I hope got fome credit by ourbehaviour ; for the company
faid, if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they had
not feen fuch a day fince the old Jaird of Macleod paffed
through their country. .
¢ We were told that at Glen Elg, on the fea fide, we
thould come to a houfe of lime and flate and glafs. This
image of magnificence raifed our expe@ation. At laft we
came to our inn, weary and peevith, and began to enquire
for meat and beds. Of the provifions the negative catalogue
was very copious. Here was no meat, no milk, no bread,
no eggs, no wine. We did not exprefs much fatisfaltion. Here
however we were to ftay. Whifkey we might have,and I be-
lieve at laft they caught a fowl, and killed it. We had fome
bread, and with that we prepared ourfelves to be contented,
when we had a very eminent proof of Highland hofpitality.
Along fome miles of the way, in the evening, a gentleman’s
fervant had kept us company on foot, with very little
motice on our part. He left us near Glen Elg, and we
thought on him no more, till he came to us again, in about
two hours, with a prefent from his mafter of rum and fugar.
The man had mentioned his company, and the gentleman,
whofe name I think is Gordon, well knowing the penury of
the place, had this attention to two men, whofe names per-
haps he had not heard, by whom his kindnefs was not likely
to be ever repaid, and who could be recommended to him only
by their neceffities. '
¢ We were now to examine our lodging. Out of one of tlie
beds on which we were to repofe, ftarted up, at our entrance,
& man, black as a Cyclops from the forge. Other circum-
#ftances of no elegant recital concurred to difguft us. We hid
) been
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fouth entrance of thefound, diftant fix miles;
Dunnan Roy, immediately oppofite, at the
diftance of one mile; and Cailach, Stone, at
the north entrance, diftant two miles.,

Adjoining to the Bay of Bernera, there are
forty acres of low ground, appertaining to
the barracks, and confequently to the pub-
lic. If a town fhould be ereéted on the
edge of the bay, this land might ferve the

- purpofe of a common, or grazing park. The

income arifing from it at prefent is very
inconfiderable. |

There are few places in the Highlands . .
where the benefits of a town would be more
generally felt than at this place. Befides the
advantages to the oppofite coaft of Sky, and .
the populous diftrict of Glen Elg, or as it is
called by way of pre-eminence, Glen More,
there is another diftrict at the diftance of a
mile fouthward, called Glen Beg, or the Lit-
‘ ' tle

been frighted by a lady at Edinburgh, with difcouraging

reprefentations of ifighland lodgings. Sleep however was
neceflary. Our Highlanders had at laft found fome hay,

with which the inn could not fupply them. I dire@ed them

to bring a bundle into the room, and flept upon it in my ri-

ding coat. Mr. Bofwell, being more delicate, laid himfelf in

fheets, with hay over and undcrhun, and layin linen like a

.gmtleman »
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tle Glen, which is alfo fertile, populous, and -
watered by a fine paftoral ftream that fup-
- plies the neighbourhood with falmon.

This place is famous for fome remains of
ancient fabrics, whofe origin has baffied the
enquiries of antiquarians. Two of thefe

buildings appear in the form of circular
" ruins, of whofe walls fome feet till remain
- above ground. Two others are reduced to .
a heap of ftones. They are placed in a line
upon the banks of the river, on places which
ferved for the purpofes of obfervation, as well
as defence. ‘There are many remains of cir-
cular buildings in the Hebride Ifles, as well
asupon the main land of the Highlands. Their
origin is attributed by fome, to the Danes
and by others to the ages of the Druids.—
Perceiving that the country people were de-
molifhing thefe buildings for the ftones, I’
threatened-to inform the laird of’' Macleod,
to- whom this country belongs, ‘in order
that every offender might be brought to
punithment. Upon hearing this, an old mat
obferved, that an ancient prophecy was now
fulfilled; - for it had been faid, that *“who-'
ever took a ftone from thofe buildings,

would

T2
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~ would meet with fome terrible judgment,
and never thrive thereafter.”

Mr. Pennant, with his ufual attention to
every fubject of curiofity, has given a parti-
cular account of thefe buildings, which, -
with defcriptions of the famous Dordanella
and other ruins, will be inferted hereafter.

- Bernera, though not frequented by the
herrings, is bounded, on both fides, by lochs
where that fithery is ftationary, viz. Loch
Urn on the fouth, and Loch Duich on the
north. It is alfo in the track of fuch veflels
as chufe to pafs by the inner channels ta
and from the north feas.

"My courfe being northward, I had an
agreeable pafflage through that part of the
channel, called Kyle Ree, which, though
no more than a quarter of a mile wide, has
a depth of water fufficient for the largeft
fhips. Here the flood tide runs at feven
miles an hour; but at the loweft ebb, this
firait is the ufual paffage where horfes, -
and black cattle, are fwam acrofs, between
Sky and the main land; for though this js
the principal paffage to that great ifland,
it is not accommodated with a horfe-ferry.--

When
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When horfes are to be taken over, they are
pufhed off the rock into the water. A fmall
boat with five men attends, four of them
holding the halters of a pair on each fide of
the boat. When black cattle are to crofs
the Kyle, oneis tied by the horn to a boat ;
_a fecond 1s tied to the firft; and a third to
the fecond; and fo on, to eight, ten, or twelve.
After fun-fet I was carried to the houfe
’ of Mr. Macrae, at Ardintoul, on the fouth
. fide of Loch Duich, in Rofs-fhire, where,
though thenameof John Knox founds harfh
in the ear of a . Roman Catholic, I met with
every civility that a hofpitable family could
beftow, and to which a prieft of that perfua-
fion, who happened to be there, contributed.

DESCRIPe.
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DESCRIPTION OF ROSS-SHIRE -

PFVHIS great county extends, as bes
fore obferved, from fea to fea. That
part which lies upon the eaft fea, and along
the Firths of Dornoch and Cromarty,
abounds in grain, and is very populous;
among whom are many refpectable families.
Here are alfo three royal boroughs, Ding-
wall, Tain, and Fortrofe, with the Port of
Cromarty. Dingwall and Tain difpute the
honour of being the head town of the county,
and political controverfy runs high in both
of them. s
But the glory of this part of Rofs-fhire is
its waters, chiefly the Firth of Dornoch,
which is navigable at full tides, for coafting
veflels, above twenty miles from the fea, and
. for fmall boats, nearly twenty miles farther,
towards Loch Broom on the weft coaft.--
Secondly, the Firth of Cromarty, a beauti-
ful fheet of water, twenty miles in length,
and where all the Britith navy might ride in:
fafety. The water of Nefs, alfo capacious
and navigable to Invernefs. The Beaulie, a
‘branch of the laft mentioned water,
H . Alj
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All thefe waters abound occafionally in.
herrings,* fmall cod, haddocks, falmon, &ec.
But the greateft fithery on the continent of
Scotland, and which alone has been profe-
cuted with fuccefs, is on the weft fide of -
Rofs-fhire, in thefe great openings, called
Loch Duich, Loch Carron, Loch Kifferne,
"Loch Terridon, Gare Loch, Loch Ewe, Lit-
tle Loch Broom, GrReaT Locu BrooMm, Loch
Kennard, and Loch Inver, all of which may
be confidered as fo many rich mines, to thefe
kingdoms. It is chiefly to thefe waters that
the bufs-flect from Greenock, Port Glafgow,
Rothfay, Campbeltown, and other ports
upon the Clyde, refort for herrings, in the
fummer, and fometimes in winter, through
a very hazardous navigation of 200 miles, "
which forms one of the beft nurferies for
experienced feamen in Europe.

By means of this navigation, and the fith-
eries in thefe waters, the royal navy is
fupplied every. war with 3000 men, at the

. moft

*In the'wintcr'olf 1786, and the beginning of 1787, the her-
_ rings were fo numerous in the bay of Invernefs, and in the
Beau'ie, that any number of veflels might have been loaded ;
but the improvident inhabitants had neither cafk hor

falt. A firkin of thefe herrings was fent me from thence,
of about goo to the barrel, which were extremely rich,
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moft mo{lerate computation; which number
may, with fomé farthef aid, ahd fome far=
ther regulations in the fithery laws, be ex-
tended to 10,000 féameén. If, to thefe, we add
2000 men for the fencibles, or the tharch-
ing regiments, the impottance ‘of this county
will evidently appear. -
' The inhabited iflands decreafé in number,
"~as we advance northward: ‘thofe which lie in
-Rofs-fhire are only twelve, of which Lewis
-is the principal. ‘That ifJand is equal in ex- '
tent -to fome counties, and its whité fifth-
-eries would exceed thofe on the coalt of
the main land, were they profecuted with the
fame attention that is given to the herring
'ﬁfhéry.

The principal tidmes in this great county,
are Mackenzies, Macraes, Rofles, and Mon-
roes; of thefe, the Mackenzies poflefs tweo
thirds of the whole lands.

"Hz JOUR.
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JOURNAL

TWO or three miles from the mouth
of Loch Duich, the waters divide into two
branches, one of which retains the name
of Loch Duich, and the other is called Loch
Loung. On the former are the ruins of
Caftle Dounin, an ancient feat of the Mac-
kenzies of Seaforth. Thomas the Rhymer,
.who lived in that country, and pretended to
fupernatural forefight, when he faw this
" caftle in its glory, prophefied its downfal;
that it would be covered with grafs, and that
.the goats would feed thereon. .

There feems to be a great fpirit for im-
provements o the banks of Loch Duich, for
which the foil is well adapted, and ma-
nure is near. Here is much grain, - good
pafturage, with many fine cattle. The loch
1s ornamented with a beautiful low ifland,
tufted with trees, which adds very much to
the fine fcenery around.

Having already obferved, that all the wa-
ters on the weft coalt of Rofs-fhire are the
feats of the herring fifheries, I have only to
remark here, that though the herrings in
' ' Loch
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Loch Urn, ‘which is but a few miles diftant,
are fo fmall as to require 1,200 to each bar-
_rel, thofeof Loch Duich, and from thence
northward to Cape wrath, are of the fize of
900 to the barrel in fammer, and muchlarger
in winter. This fingularity in Loch Um,
has given rife to an opinion, that each loch
bas its own breed of herrings, exclufive of
thofe left there by the fhoals. -
Having examined the fouth fide of the loch,
Mr. Macrae fet out with me, in his boat, for
*Ardhill on the oppofite fide, which we made
-with confiderable difficulty; but our patience
-was abundantly rewarded by the ufeful infor-
mation, and good reception which wereceived
at the manfion-houfe of Mr. Mac Iver, minif-
“ter of that place. By means of thefe com-
munications I am enabled to give the fol-
lowing particulars refpecting two bays, on
-the main entrance of this water, which 1is
the more neceffary, as Mr. Murdoch Mac-
kenzie fpeaks only of the loch in general.*
"Hj Ar-
. ® ¢ Loch Duich lies at the north end of Kyle Ree, a narrow
part of the channel between Sky and the main. It is quite -

well theltered, the ground good, and being above three miles
long, and half a mile broad, at a medium, is capable of a

 great number of the largeft thips.* -
’ , Mackenxic.
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Ardintoul Bay, on the fouth fide, has a
" clay bottom, and fixteen fathom water, fa
near the fhore, that veffels put one haufer on
land. Itis in general a fafe bay, but open
to north-eaft winds. Here is a freth wa-
ter ftream, but the peat is at fome diftance-
on the mountains. ‘

‘At Ardhill, there is a bay with four-
teen fathom water, and good anchoring
ground, but open to fouth and fouth-eaft
winds. A key might be built on the weft
fide of the bay, where veffels of 200 tons
could lay their fides, Here is agood coun-
try, plenty of water, turf, and in the whole
~ diftri&t 1,600 people. Both fides of the loch
are the property of Seaforth; as alfo thedif
tricts of Kintailand Loch Elfh, which com-
prehend all the peninfula lying between Loch
-Duich and Loch Carron.

Being now configned to the hands 'of Mr,
Mac Iver, that gentleman, and a miffionary
clcrgyman, favoured me w1th their company
to the houfe of Mr. Mathcfon, who lives
on the north fide of the mountains which

divide this peninfula.

The day was fine, and we were aﬂiﬁ-
¢d In our afcent by a fmart breeze. In
| ' climb-
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climbing the mountains of the Highlands, I
often remarked the fuperior ftrength and
agility of the natives, to myown: - I have
frequently been glad to fit down, allin fweat,
when my friends were fcarcely fenfible of
fatigue. They feem to be formed by nature
for marches, and it is faid, that in a long
march, a Highland regiment will outdoe the
cavalry; but, inhot climates, they frequently
fall down and expire.

The ridge which we were now croffing, pre-
fented much improveable land almoft to the
‘fummit. The views, on the defcent north-
ward, were equal to thofe we had left ;. they
were compofed of verdant glens, pouring
their copious ftreams into the entrance of
Loch Carron,

At Mr. Mathefon’s we met with ¢aptain
Mackenzie of Applecrofs, who had lately
returned from the Eaft Indies, and captain
‘ Jefﬁ_fies, from the fame country. The whole
riumber of perfons at fupper amounted to .
eighteen or twenty, and probably no com-
pany ever enjoyed the paffing hour more
agreeably. :

How, or where, this numerous compaﬁy
lodged I did not enquire; but I believe it was

' ) Hg4 ©in
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m the manner common to Highlandmen,
from the daysof Fingal to the prefent time,
and founded on hofpitality, or neceflity, and
fometimes both,

This diftrict is agreeably intermixed with
land and water, and abounds in the produce
of both. Here, I embarked in a boat to make
the cruife of Loch Carron, accompanied by
Meffrs. Mackenzie, Jeffries, and Macdonald
the miffionary clergyman. This loch is
équal in beautyto any that I had yet feen on
the weft coaft. The north fide, which is the
property of Applecrofs, abounds in people,
and in corn fields, that {lope gently towards
the water.

About two thirds, from the entrance on
the north fide, is Slumbay, with good ancho-
rage, but open to the north-caft.* Near
this place are, a church, manfe, fchool, pub-
lic-houfe, and corn-mill. |

The herrings have forfaken this loch for
- fome years, but it abounds in falmon, which
are

® ¢« Loch .Carron is ‘large, finely theltered, and the
8 y
g-ound very good ; but the way to it is incumbered withvery

finall iflands or rocks, and the entrance narrow; fo that itis

not to be attempted with fafety by a ftranger. Two or threq
perches, properly plaCed, would make the beft channel fuffi-
;igxxtly plain,” Mackengie,
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are taken by means of a cruive placed at the'
mouth of a large river where they go to
fpawn. This pratice has become very -
common in Scotland, and accounts for the
fudden decreafe of that exquifite fith It
“has been compared to the good old woman
who killed her hen, inorder to get at the
eggs all at once.

"~ From the head of the loch there isa road
- to Invernefs, at the diftance of fixty miles,
of which the firft nine miles run through a
populous glen. The number of people, from
the entrance of the loch to the extremity of
this glen, is calculated at 1000.

Many years ago, the Board of Truftees at
Edinburgh purchafed feveral acres of land
at the head of the loch, and fent Mr. Jef-
fries of Kelfo to inftruét the inhabitants in
{pinning, weaving, 8&c. Many {mall houfes
were built, and a number of people were
collected together, which gave the place an
appearance of a populous, though detached
village. The Truftees built a houfe .and
' ware-rooms for Mr. Jeffries ; but the defign
failed, aftera great fum of money had been
expended in the experiment. This country
i5, however, greatly indebted to Mr. Jeffries

for
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for the example he has fhewn, and ‘the im+
- provements he has made, in agriculture, gar-
dening, drainihg, planting of trees .and
hedges. The fpot on which he refides, and
to which he has given the name of New
Kelfo, was compofed of heath and bog; it
is now divided by hedges, into {quare fields,
and produces excellent crops, which are be-
held with admiration . and aftonifhment by
theignorant neighbourhood.  So averfe were
thefe people to innovations, and to inftruc-
tion, that Mr. Jeffries was .forced to hire
foldiers from the barracks of Bernera, for the
purpofe of digging, planting, and trenching.
Many thoufand acres of improveable land
lie fti]l. buried under a bed of mofs, which
Mr. Jeffries, or his fon, wouyld bring into
agriculture, if they had the land upon a
a leafe of two or three lives.

From this place I ¢rofled the hills to Loch

- Kifferne, a good fithing ftation, where I
found many bufles, fome of which I board% '
¢d.* The loch does not extend above two
miles into the country, and is furrounded by
b almoft

¢ ¢ In Loch Kifhoren thers is good holding-ground, and

water for the largeft fhips ; but it is not fufficiently fhe!telt'_ed
or



( 123 )

almoft impaffible. mountains, that are fup~
pofed to contain copper mines, of ‘which I
faw fome fpecimens, at Applecrofs. A per-
fon from England had propofed to enter in-
to contratt for working thefe mines, but he’
has lately fhewn a backwardnefs to make the
attempt, from which it is imagined, that he
has laid the defign afide. '

The entrance into the loch is obftructed
‘by fmall iftands and rocks; on one of which,
an inward-bound herring bufs ftruck, in my
view, but got off with the flood tide.

The Bay of PLock, isa commodious, fafe
~harbour, for fmall veflels, and has good an-
choring ground; it lies at the entrance of
Loch Kifferne and Loch Carron ; and here
feveral bufles were at anchor, from whence
they fent their boats to the fithery in Kif-
ferne. This place lies on the road between
Sky and -Invernefs, by the way of Loch Car-

ron. The hills abound in wood, but there

13 a fearcity of waterin dry weather, to the
dlﬁance ,

for veflcls in the winter time. 'The beft anchorage is near
the head of the bay, in eight or ten fathoms; or between
g'he ifland on the fouth fide of the entry, and the point next _
it, on from three and a half to fix fathoms.”  Mackenzie.
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diftance of half a mile, where there is
plenty.

From the great number of people that in-

habit Loch Elfh, Loch Carron, Loch Kif-
ferne, and the oppofite coaft of Sky, atown
on fome of thefe fhores feems indifpenfibly
-meceflary. The ftation laft defcgibed, is the,
moft centrical to all thefe places for the pur-
pofe of fitheries, and is nearly in the genes
ral track of fhipping.

I was much delighted with my difcoveries
on thefe waters; and I contemplated with
pleafure, the improvements thata few years

" may bring forth, through the benevolent ex~
ertions of the Britifh Society, affifted by the
proprietors of the ground. The whole
country, for a great number of miles, on the
fouth fide, belongs, as before obferved, to
Mr. Mackenzie of Seaforth; and on the
north fide, to Mr. Mackenzie of Applecrofs..
If we may judge of their future conduét by
what has already paffed, there is great reafon
to hope, that nothing on their part will be
wanting for the accommodation and relief of
avery numerous people. 1 heard, while in
this neighbourhood, two circumftances re-

{pecting
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fpetting thefe gentlemen, that merit parti
cular notice. - One of Mr. Jeffries’ fons, who
manages Seaforth’s bufinefs, had received
fome propofals from fouth country fheep far-
mers, offering to take all the lands in a certain
diftri¢t upon leafe, at double the prefent
rent. Mr. Jeffries communicated thefe flat~
tering propofals to Seaforth, and defired to
know what anfwer he fhould return. Sea-
forth wrote him in very few lines, that « he
* neither would let his lands for fheep paf-
¢ ture, nor turn out his people, upon any
¢ confideration, or for any rent that could
¥ be offered.”
' The other circimftance relates to Apple~
crofs: That gentleman, perceiving the bad
policy of fervitude in the Highlands; has
totally relinquithed all his feudal claims upon
the labour of his tenants, whom he pays
with the firicteft regard to juftice, at the rate
“of feven, or eight-pence, for every day em-
ployed upon his works. |

Furnithed with this agreeable information,

‘I fet out chearfully for Applecrofs, accom-
- panied by capt. Mackenzie, and others, in a
boat rather too fmall for our intended voyage.
Here the channel expands to the width of
won.
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-ten miles at an average, bounded on one fide
-by Sky, and on the other by the main land

of Appleerefs.
In this channel are the iflands of Pabbay,
Croulin, Longa, Scalpa, Rafa, and many
~ rocks above water: .
If .our boat was fmall, the weather was
favourable, and the fea in continual motien
-with fith of .the whale kind: The larger
_ "onés were perceived at a diftance, by means
-of the water which they throw into the air
when they breathe, and appears in the form
-of cafcades: They ramble about in fearch
of the herrings, whom they devour by hun-
-dreds at a time ; but many are thrown into
the air with the water, and thus have a nar-

row efcape.

The fith neareft us, were chiefly gram-
pufles, returning from Loch Kifferne, and
-feemed to be fearching abeut for the herrings
that had juft deferted that bay. They pro-
bably confidered our boat as being upon the
-fame bufineéfs, and therefore kept clofe by us
- for fome niles, astheir guidetothe prey. Some,
tumbled upon the furface of the water,
others, leaped fairly out, to the diftance of
_ two or three yards. Their colours were va-
.rious, tranfparent, and finely fet off by a
: clean
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clear fun. Mr. Mackenzie fired two or
three times with lug fhot, but we knew not
with what effet. It is not probable that
fmall fhot will pierce through their thick
, bodies of fat br blubber, for we find that it
‘requires the ftrength of two men to force a
‘harpoon into the fail fith, before it rcachcs
the vital parts.

At length our companions moved towards
a fifall bay on the main land, from which,
“after a vain fearch, they immediately tum-
"bled back, and dire€ted their courfe tothe
oppofite coaft of Sky, while we purfued our
voyage northward.

It was now time to confider how we ﬁood .

with refpet to fea ftore, which, upon exa-
* thination, was both plentiful and good. -We
-inade for a rock, of which we took pofleffior,
till we had finithed a hearty meal.

From thence we had an agreeable pafftige
‘to Applecrofs Bay, which is finely fkirted
“with highly cultivated fields, and much tim-
"ber.  Many of the trees are of tonfiderable
- magnitude, though upon the edge of the fea;
*which confutes the aflertion, that timber will
- - not grow within the influence of the fea air.
' Other
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Other examples will be mentioned in their
Place. |

'The houfe of Applecrofs islarge, and the
garden contains more fruit than the family
can poflibly confume. ~It may be fuppofed
that a part of the fruit is fent in prefents to
thofe who have none, or that it is given to
the poor of the place.

Here, as ufual, is a river ftocked with
falmon and trout; the hills abound in deer
and game, but there is awant of -neighbour-
hood and fociety, which muft render life fo-
litary, if not burthenfome, even amidft the
luxuries of nature.

There 1s however, a church, and a cler-
gyman in this bay, which help to fill up the
vacuity., The minifter is Mr. Macqueen,.
fon of the minifter of that name in Sky,
whom Dr. Johnfon imagined he had foiled
on the fubject of Offian’s Poems. The old

_gentleman is fince dead, and the fon defends
his memory againft the Dottor’s pretended
vitory. It is a well known fa&, that there
aremany poems or fongs in the Highlands,
fimilar to thofe that have been publifhed in
the name of Offian. Itis alfo certain, that
the whole country, and all the iflands, are

filled
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Rited with ‘the explon:s of Fingal That4
man of this defcription, of great heroifm and
fplendid atchievements, actually exifted in the
Highlands, at fome remote period of time, the
humerous rémaikable placés that ftill go un-
der the name of Fingal; is another ftrong
torroborating proof.

As the feafon for vifiting the northcrn Hca
bides was nearly fpent, I refolved to com-
 plete that cruife without delay: Mr. Macs
gueen obligingly undertook to condu&t me
to the feat of Mr. Macleod of Rafay, diftant
- about twenty miles, which we propofed to
perform, as wufua’, in a {mall boat; The
morning being wet and boifterous, we co»
vered ourfelves with folds of plaid; and thus
tquipped, we bore for the fouth paflage;
from thence we propofed to go up the found
between Rafay and Sky. Rafay prefented a
bold thore, which rifes to the heightof moun-
‘tains; and here the natives have, with in-
credible labour, formed many little corn fields
and potatoe grounds: Thefe heights de~
creafe at the fouth end, where there are fome

farms, and a good looking country.
Being baffled on this codft by ftrong
head winds, we puthed hard to gaint 2 little
1 . creeky
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ereck, where we might land; which having
effefted, Mr. Macqueen and myfelf fet out
with a guide, for the houfc of Rafay. Mr.,
Macleod the laird, was ill, and I believein
bed, when wearrived ; but during our fhort
ftay, we experienced the hofpitality and
obliging manners of that family, fo juftly
celebrated by Dr. Johnfon.

¢ Our reception,” fays he, ¢ exceeded our
« expetation. We found nothing but ci-
« vility, elegance, and plenty. After the
.% ufual refrefhments, ‘and the ufual con-
« verfation, the evening came upon us,
¢ 'The carpet was then rolled off the floor,
¢ the mufician was called in, and the whole
“ company wasinvitedto dance ; nordid ever
« fairies trip it with greater alacrity. The
« general air of feftivity which predomi-
“ nated in this place, fo far remote from all
¢ thofe regions which the mind has been
« yfed to contemplate as the manfions of -
« pleafure, ftruck the imagination with a
“ delightful furprife, analogous to that
- * which is felt at an unexpefted emerfion
. “ from darknefs into light.
“ When it was time to fup, the dance
¢ ceafed, and fix and thirty perfons fat down
. ({1 te
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* to two tables in the fame room. After
¢ fupper the ladies fung Erfe fongs, to which
“ Iliftened as an Englith audience to an
* Italian opera, delighted with the found of
*¢ words which I did not underftand.

“ I inquired the fubjefts of the fongs,
t and was told of one, that it was a love
* fong, and of another, that it was a fare-
‘¢ wel compofed by one of the iflanders, that
*¢ was going in this epidemical fury of emi-
“ gration, to feek his fortune in America.

“ The family of Rafay,” continues he,
* confifts of the laird, the lady, three fons,

. * and ten daughters. More gentlenefs of

“ manners, or a more pleafing appearance
* of domeftic fociety is not found in .the
* moft polithed countries.”

On the other hand, I found this famlly ‘
equally lavith in their encomiums upon the
Docttor’s converfation; and, his fubfzcquent
civilities to a young gentleman of thatcoun-.

- try, who, on waiting upon him at London,

was well received,.and experienced 2il the
attention and regard that a warm friend
could beftow. Mr. Macleod having alfo
been in London, waited upon the Doctor,

_Iz " who
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who provided a magnificent and expénfivd
entertainment, in honour of his old Hebri+
dean acquaintance. '

Here, as at the houfe of Coll, and elfes
where, Ifignified 4 with to fleep in the roont
which had been occupied by the Doétor, and
was readily gratified in that requeft.

Till I arrived at this place, no perfon of
the name of Macleod had fubfcribed, on any
lift, to the fund then raifing by the Britith
Society. Mr. Macleod fet the example, and
in a fhort time the few gentlemen of that
~ name contributed nearly 1,000l.

The houfe of Rafay is. pleafantly fituated
near the fouth-weft end of the ifland, which
. 1s the moft level part of it. It has an ex-
. tenfive and excellent garden, and is furround-
ed with foreft trees of confiderable maghi--
tude ; another proof that trees will grow
upon the edge of thefea, though it muft be
allowed that the channel here is narrow.
Immediately behind the houfe of 'Rafay are
the ruins of anancient chapel, now ufed as
the family burying place.

This ifland is full thirteen miles in length,
by two in breadth; it contains 700 inhabi«
' tants
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. tants;¥ has plenty of lime-ftone, free-ftong;
and feeds great numbers of blagk cattle, byt
has no deer, hares or rabblts

The only appearance of a harbour in
Rafay is at Clachan Bay, where Mr. Macleoc;l
refides. On the Sky fide there are many
good harbours, at no great diftance from this
place, and fiom one another,

Mr. Macleod is the fole proprictor of Ra-
fay, and of Rona and Fladda at the north
end of it, which are only proper for grazing.

As Mr. Macleod was indifpofed, and his
eldeft fon from home, Mr. Macqueen con-
tinued his good offices, and emharked with
‘me for Portree in Sky, which lies fome miles
north. On going into our boat I took a
final leave of the worthy laird qf Rafay,
who died foon after, and now lies among the
remains of a long feries of anceftors, in the
.3gbove mentioned chapel. ' '

The channel that we were to navigate is
_hounded on the eaft, by the high lands of
Rafay, and on the weft, by the flill higher ‘
lands of Sky, terrible to behold, and which

Ij 7 often

am
* Dr. Johnfon fays fifteen miles in length, and contauuug
goo inhabitants. But as my information was from Mr.
Macleod, who knew every particular of this iland, 1 prefer
his account.



( 13¢ )
often fend forth fqualls of wind too po\verml“
for veffels to withftand. :

The entrance of the Bay of Portree pre.
fents agreeable landfcapes on both fides, with
‘exctllent pafture. -

At the bottom of the bay there is a church,
an appearance of a village, fome mall craft,
and many fifhing boats. Here James V. of
Scotland and feveral of his nobility landed,
when they made the tour of the Hebrides in
1535; from which circumftance this fine
bay has got the honourable name of Por-
tree. * ' \

It is the only port or harbour to a very
confiderable divifion of Sky, on the eaft fide.
From this opening to the northern extre-
mity, a courfe of twenty miles, the fhore 3.
one continued line of lofty rocks, where no
fhip can find refuge in the mildeft weather,
and where inevitable dangers await the ma-
riners in rough weather.

The

¢ ¢ The Bayof Portree, off the hpufes, is an exceeding -
good harbour for a few fhips of any fize; it is wellfheltered,
the ground goog, the depth from five to fourteen fathoms,
and nothing to fear coming in but a rock, about half a ca-
ble’s length from Airderachig Point, on the ftarboard as yoy
enter the anchorage, part of which ig always sbove water.”®
- Mackenyie
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The country around the village of Por-
tree, though mountaneous, is well inhabited ;
it raifes much grain, and many cattle. 'Here

_the late Sir James Macdonald had marked
out the lines of a town, and government,
it is faid, promifed to affift him in the work
with sool. But the death of that gentleman
put an end to thefe promifing appcarances;
and matters remain in fatu guo.

As this great ifland claimed a meore than

ordinary inveftigation, I propofed to explore -

.3t from fea to fea, particularly with a view to
information refpecting its numerous falt wa-
ter lakes," as well as its population, produce,
and other circumftances, neceflary to be
known, in forming an eftimate of the re-

fpective merits of each place that communi-

cates with the ocean.

I met at Portree with feveral refpe&able
perfons, who refided in the vicinity of that’
bay, among whom was Mr. William Macdo-
mnald, an experienced trader, and well ac-

. quainted with the whole bufinefs of fithing .

and fitheries, ¥From him I received much
. ufeful information ; with him I lodged, and
when I fignified my intention to make the

14 ' tour
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tour of the ifland, he readily offered to ac;.. :
_company me. T alfo acknowledge my obh-,
gations to Lord Macdonald,.who had, un-
known to myfeif, wrote his fteward to ac
commo ate me with horfes, and whatever J
might have occafion for.

I'had feen Slatg, Strath,and Portree, on thg
gaft fide of Sky, fronting the main land of
Scotland. My bufinefs now lay on the weft
fide, which fronts the Atlantic and the Long
Ifland, the beft feat of fifheries, and the mof}
fertile fhoyes,

At this time the mhabxtants of Sky were
moftly engaged upon the roads in different
parts of the ifland, under the infpeétion of
the gentlemen and tackfmen, and accompa-
nied, ¢ach party, by the bagpiper. Many of
thefe people had o travel eight miles from
home, and the greateft part of them were
at a lofs for lodgings, exceptipg that which
the cold earth and the open Iky afforded.--w
Yet, after all thefe labours and inconveniena
ces, no effeCtual roads, and much lefs effeCtugl
bridges, can be mad¢ through thefe bogs and
rocks, withoyt the aid of the military, and,
proper toals. A fingle company of foldiers
afﬁﬁ:ed by the coungry people, under the dx.
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yeftion of an experienced overfeer, would
yender the ifland more effential fervice in ong -
year. than all the unfupported exertions of
the inhabitants can, in fevenyyears,

A road had been begun, from Portree, -
weftward, and we paffed 2 or 300 men at
wark, Butthe. facility of travelling, from their
labours, foon ended; and though Mr. Mac-
donald had refided many years jn this neigh-
bourhood, we were' obliged,i.at the dx{’cancg
of only four miles from his houfe, to call in
the affiftance of a peafant to condu& us thro’
the {fwamps ground- his farm." From thence
wecame to a large opening.on the weft,
called Loch Snifort, whofe fhares were pq-
pulous and fecmmgly fertile. Here, at the,
head of the loch, we fordcd a. confiderable
river, in which is a {mall 1ﬂand with the re-
mains of an ancient chapel, and a burymg
place, This river abounds with falmon; its

- banksare fnnged for a confiderableway, with
corn fields ; and much good land prefents itfelf,
;n a ftate of nature, to the hand of the im-

_prover, After leavmg thefe waters, the goun-
try, for fome miles, is one contmued morafs,
frarcely paﬁ'able by any mode of travelling.---
Hcre we ftruggled, fometimes on horfeback

: and
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and fometimes on foot, and arrived at laft
within fight of that divifion of Sky, which lies
on the fouth fhore, called Brackadale. We
were now on the ridge of a hill, fo very nar.
row as {carcely toadmit two horfes abreaft,
without- danger of tumbling into one of
the decpeft glens to be met with in any
country.

This is the channel through which the
the tribytary rills of the inJand heights, unite
their force, and roll down a horrid bottom,
darkened with trees, till they meet the falt
water at the head of ‘Brackadale,

- Appearances now changed from heath and
glooni, to feveral navigable bays, edged with

« excellent corn fields, and well inhabjted.--~
Here is a church, a{chool, a corn mill, and
what is very yncommon in the nghlands,
a furgeon,

Wherever there is water and fertilityin

- the Highlands, we generally find fome re«
mains of antiquity. Here ftands one of thofe
circular buxldmgs, called Duns. Its diae
meter on the out-fide, is ﬁxty feet; within,
“forty-two; and the rem_ammg height 1s

cighteen,
: At
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At Brackadale, I was introduced to Mer.
"Macleod of Ulinith, who, from his gremt
probity, and the refpet in which he is
held, has, in fome cafes, theduty of a (heriff
jmpofed upon him by the inhabitants, ta
whom he is a father, Here alfo Mr. Pen-
pant and Dr. Johnfon were lodged and ac-.
gommodated. The lady of the family had
not forgot the quantity of tea, which fhe
filled out to the latter, amountmg te twenty
two difhes, '
I had intended to proceed to Dunvegan, on
the weft fide of the ifland; but Mr. Macleod,
and other gentlemen, ftrongly urged a fhort
cruife to the feat of Colonel Macleod of Ta-
litker,* which ftands upon the coaft, fome
- miles eaftward. 'We had a pleafant voyage,
- along a lofty romantic fhore, abounding: in
‘beautiful cafcades, from one ledge of rocks
“to another, 'till they were loft in the fea.im-
mediately below.
~ Before we could land at the Bay of Talif-
ker, Mr. Macleed, though extremely corpu-
lent, had, with his ufual politenefs, reached
~ the beach, from whence we were condutted,.
~ through

® This gentleman had fpent mamy years in the Dutch
grvice, as did major Macleod, mentioned in page 141, *
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through a fmall, but rich valley, to the feag
of plenty, hofpitality, and good nature.
The valley receives two rivers, that, after
burfting from the mountains on the north
and.eaft, unite at this bottom, which they
frequently deluged from fide to fide, To carry -
off thefe waters in proper channels, andto
drain the foil, was referved for an obferver of
-Dutch improvements; and he now enjoys the
Afruits of his ingenuity and perfeverance, in
the quantity of grain and hay rajfed thereon.
The whole valley is divided by deep, and
fometimes wide ditches, into a number of
_{quare fields, and meadows, which form a
..{’cnkmg contraft to the mountains by which
.1t 18 nearly furrounded,
. The mountains abound in deer, hare, and
:wild fowl; the fields in grain, hay, and paf-
. turage; the gardensin fruits and vegetables;
the rivers in trout and falmon; the fea in
herrings and white fith. Such, with the ad-
ditional circumftance of a well ftocked cel~
lar, are the felicities of this very remote and
almoft inaeceffible corner. »
While thefe furnifh many of the choiceft
luxuries in life, Talifker and his lady enjoy
the good will of the people around, of which
we
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. Weliad a fpecimen, in their readinefs to &oh=
vey us back to Brackadale; on a wet day, and
againft a head wind, that would have required
the utmoft exertion of fix or eight men alter~
nately at the oars. o

We poftponed our voyage till the next
morning, which being moderate, we again
embarked for Ulinith, to which place we
were accompanied by Talifker.

Inopening Loch Brackadile, we pafled fome
boats that had been very fuccefsful in
fithing cod and haddock, of which they gave
us as many as we chofe, with a-hearty wel-"
come. Thefe, with a falmon that Talifker had
put into the boat, and the good things that
the lady of the houfe had provided, ferved to
dine a numerous company, one of whom
‘'was major Macleod, who refided near the
road to Dunvegan, and who infifted on my
fpending a night with him, in my way to
that place.

" 'The country through which we paffed, af-
forded agreeable views of hills, corn ficlds,
and waters. Major Macleod is a great im-
prover, and here is an inexhauftible field, on
which he has made fome fuccefsful experi-

ments. It is a happy circumftance for the
eftate
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eftate of Macleod, that a great part of it is.
Iet on eafy terms, to gentlemen of benevolent
difpofitions, of liberal education, and much
obfervation. . This circumftance, with leafes
of two or three lives, or three 19 years, is
the {ureft means of doubling the value of any
improveable eftate, within a reafonable time,

After a fhort ride, we reached Dunvegan,
the feat of Macleod, the chief of that ancieat
clan, and proprietor of the fouth-weft part -
of Sky, with the lands which lic between
Loch Urn arid Loch Duich, on the conti«
nent. This eftate has been greatly dimi«
nithed of late years, on account of debts;
and much remains to be difcharged. Not=
withftanding this circumftance, the propri«
etor raifed no rents, turned out no tenants;
ufed no man with feverity, and in all refpects,
and. under the moft prefling "exigencies,
maintained the chara&er of aliberal and hus
mane friend of mankind.

The caftle of Dunvegan is fituated on
the headof Loch Foliart, at the ditance of fix
miles from the main fea. It is built on a rock,
and wafhed on one fide by the waters of the
loch; on the other fide, it is joined to the
land, by ala.rge fair, whtch was lately built

acrofs
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acrofs the mote.. The moft ancient part of
the caftle is fuppofed to be of Danith or Nora
wegian architeture, andis very ftrong.

Here Dr. Johnfon, who met with the ute
moft civility from the family, made a foae
pas. Lady Macleod, who had repeatedly
helped him to fixteen difhes, or upwards, of
tea, alked him if a fmall bafon would not
fave him trouble, and be more agreeable.
I wonders madam,” anfwered he roughly,
“ why all the ladies atk me fuch impertinent
« queftions? Itisto fave yourfelves trauble,
“ tnadam, and not me.” The-lady was filent,
and went on with her tafk.

Macleod is at prefent in India, where
his valour has raifed him to the rank of-
major-general ;- but his return is- fincerely
wifhed for, by all ranks and defcriptions
of people on his eftate. In themean time,
the houfe is inhabited by major Alexander
Macleod and his lady, a daughter of the ce~
lebrated Flora Macdonald, who proteted
the young Pretender through all his haire
breadth efcapes, during fix months, after the
battle of Culloden, when wandering among
the wilds of the Highlands, where he found
fafety, though known to hundreds of people,

: whofe
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whofe fidelity reﬁﬁed the  temptation bé
30,0001, oﬁ'ered to thofe who fhould fecuré
him.

- Being hieré upon a Sunday, our comtpany
became, after church. time, very nume-
rous, and was compofed chiefly of gentlemen
who had been in the army. My objet was
to pufh the fubfcription, which I endeavoured
to reprefent as a very becoming fupplement
to the fervice of the day, in which the com-
pany readily acquiefced; among whom was
the clergyman, who, though his income i$
only 4el. per annuim, beftowed his mite
with great good wll.

I ¢ould not however fee the propriety of
feleting this place as a ftation for a town,
in preference to other places that I viewed,
particularly Brackadale.* Neither could I per+
Ceive aniy particular inducement for making
Dunvegan the thief refidence of the family
of Macleod, excepting the.firength which it
afforded to the Danes, and afterwards to the

-chiefs of the Macleods, who are fuppofed to be

‘the’ defcendants of the Danifh vice-roys.
‘ The

¢ ¢« Loch Brackadale is alarge bay, containing feveral
‘branches, or leffer lochs, within, that make exceeding good

Mbou .1’
e Mackensies

’
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The ¢ountry is barren, and almoft unim-
proveable, the people are few in number;
and this part of the.bay is out of the track
of fhipping, and feldom frequented by the
herring fhoals. Some gentlemen in company,.
who were of the fame opinion with myfelf,
mentioned Loch Bay, as greatly fuperior to
Dunvegan.

{ had propofed to fail for the Long ifland,
by a packet that goes from Dunvegan once
every fortnight; but as the veffel happened to -

“be on the other fide, I fet out for Loch Bay,

which lies fome miles north.*

Our company now difperfed ; and here I
parted fram my obliging condutor, Mr.
Macdonald of Portree. Macleod’sfactor,and
other gentlemen, fupplied the place of thofe
who returned home, and we foon reached the
houfe of a venerable perfon, aged ninety, who
lives at the head of Loch Bay. Here the fcene
changed from rugged moors, and difficult paf-
fes, to a track of confiderable fertility, both in
grain and pa&urage, owing probably to lime-
ftone which is found immediately upon the

fhore. A
. K . Next

¢« ® Loch Bay is a branch of Loch Foliatt, and is capacious
good holding ground, of cafy accefs, and, near the head, on

shc fouth fide, fuﬂicxently theltered from all winds.”
" dlackensie
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Next day we traverfed the north fide of the
bay, as far as Ardmore Head, which forms
the north entrance of this bay, and faces
Dunvegan Head, at the fouth entrance. The
diftance from the head of Loch Bay, to
Ardmore; isabout four miles. Though the
whole, or the greateft part of it, is under
cultivation, there are frequent feafons of
fcarcity, owing, in fome meafure, to the great
population of thi coaft

The people are all dabblers in- the herring
and white fitheries, which they fell to a tra-
der in the neighbourhoed, in exchange for
meal and neceffaries; yet, fuch is their po<
verty, that they are continually in arrears,
both with the trader and the fattor, though
their rents do hot generally exceed from fixs.
teen to forty fhillings.

The entrance into Loch Bay is fheltered
by Elen Ifa, a verdant ifland, nearly one
mile in length, and by fome leffer ones conti- -
guous toit. * Veflels may come in or go out
by ¢ither fide of thefe iflands, agreeably to
the direCtion of the winds. The head of
the bay is the only proper harbour, formed
by the hand of nature; but there are other
places towards the entrance, where fmall

piers
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piers would make fecure harbours for boats;
and coafting veflels, with any wind. "

North from this place, at the diftance of
four miles, is Loch Snifort, the moft capa-
cious bay in Sky. It extends from Vater-
nifth Point to above twelve miles within land;
abounds in white fith, and is frequented by
the herrings. One branch of it, called Loch
Grifernifh, ftretches towards the head of
Loch Bay; and thus the diftri¢t between
thefe three waters forms a peninfula of eight
miles in length. The advantages of this
coaft are many and important. A good -
_eountry, and very improveable ; abundance
. of lime-ftone; a numerous people already
fithermen ; waters, harbours, and fith, on
every fide; lying in the track of fhipping
which pafs and repafs through the outer
channel, and having an eafy communica-
tion, in moderate weather, with the Long
Ifland. -

I was informed at Loch Bay, that, at the
diftance of a mile northward, there ftood a
great circular building or caftle. This,
upon examination, appeared to be one of
the defcription before mentioned. It ftands

on high ground, commands an extenfive view
K2 of



( 148 )
of the coaft north and fouth, andisin good
condition at the bafe.

At this place we obferved a boat, croud-
ing round the head of Ardmore, from the
ocean, which we concluded was a packet from
Clanronald, at Benbecula, in the LongIfland.
I had been detained longer in Sky than I ex-
pected, through the civility of the people.
1 had been difappointed of a pafiage from
Dunvegan, and the equiriox was at no great
diftance.

This unexpetted opportumty of bemg
conveyed immediately to Benbecula, was

therefore confidered as a moft fortunate cir-
~ cumftance. We all returned to the old gen-
tleman’s houfe-at 'Bay, and the boat was
not far behind.

A feryant was difpatched for information.
The mafter of the boat was equally inquifi-
tive refpectingthe company whom he had ob-
ferved returning from the old caftle; and he
foon appeared among us, when the cunoﬁty
of both fides was gratified. .

He had been fent by captain Macleod of
Harris to bring lime-ftone from Loch Bay,
" and he had brought a mafon to quarry it,
which he faid would take two or three days. .

The
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The company, at my earneft requeft, pre-
vailed on him to make a trip to Benbecula,
while the mafon was preparing the cargo; and
I engaged to be refponfible to his mafter for
fo doing. The boat was open; fh¢ carried
about twelve tons, and had three men, be-
fides the mafter, whofe name was Macleod.
This affair being fettled, the company broke
up, and I prepared to embark ecarly next

morning.
Having now feen much of Sky, and heard '

‘more, I fhall clofe my obfervations with a

general defcription of this ifland.

Sky 1s the moft important ifland in the
Hebrides. It is computed by Mr. Pennant,
Doctor Johnfon, and Dotor Campbell, tobe
fixty miles in fength, and ncarly the fame in
width, where broadeft. . But I believe this
calculation is carried too far, both from my
obfervations when upon the ifland, and while -
I coafted along its fhores. Itsdimenfions,arc °
fuppofed to be nearly equal to the county
palatine of Chefter.

Though feveral veflels have been loaded
with emigrants from this ifland, fince 1739,
the.number of inhabitants amounts at pre-
fent 