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Die Veneris, April 20. 1649. 

ORDERED by the Commons aljfembled in Par¬ 
liament, that Sir William MarshamcIo give 

hearty Thanks from this Houfe to Mr Owen, for 
his great pains in his fermon preached before the 
.Houle yeftef*day, at Margaret’s, Westminster; 

and that he be defired to print his fermon at large, 
as he intended to have delivered it, if time had not 
prevented him ; wherein he is to have the like li¬ 
berty of printing thereof, as others in like kind 
lifually have had. 

HEN. SCOBELL, tier. Pa A 
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S1R S, 

A LL that I fhall "preface to the enfuing 
r\ Difcourfe is. That feeing the Nation’s 

welfare and your own actings are therein 
concerned : the welfare of the nation, and 
your own profperity in your prelent ablings, 
being fo nearly related as they are to the 
things of the enfuing Difcourfe, I ihould 
be bold to prefs you to a ferious conlidera- 
tion of them as now prefented unto you, 
were 1 not allured, by your ready attention 
unto, and favourable acceptation of their 
delivery, that being now publilhed by your 
command, fuch a requeft would be altoge-' 
ther needlefs. The i'ubjebl matter of this 
Sermon being of fo great weight and im¬ 
portance as it is, it had been very defirable 
that it had fallen upon an abler hand; as al- 

fo 



fo that more fpace and leifure had been al- 
Jotted to the preparing of it, firft for fo great, 
judicious,and honourable an audience; and 
lecondly, for public view, than poffibly I 
could beg from my daily troubles, prefibres, 
and temptations, in the midft of a poor, nu¬ 
merous, provoking people. As the Lord 
hath brought it forth, that it may be ufeful 
to your Honourable AfTerrjbly, and the rcli- 
due of men that wait for the appearance of 
the Lord Jefus, fliall be the fincere endea¬ 
vour at the throne of giace, of 

) . . ; . • ' r : . . 

-im* 

Tour mojl unworthy Servant, 

In the work of the Lord, 

COLLEGESHALL, 7 
May i ft, 1640 5 JOHN OWEN. 

SERMON 
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HeB. xii. 27. And this word, Yet once more,fgni- 
Jieth the removing of thofc things that are Jhaken, 

as of things that are made, that thofe things which 

cannot he Jhaken may remain. 

THE main defign of the Apoille in this fcrip- 
ture of the Hebrews, is, to prevail with his 

countrymen who had undertaken the profeffion of 
the gofpel, to abide conftant and faithful therein, 
without any apofafy unto, or mixture with Juda- 
ifm, which God and themlelves had forfaken; ful¬ 
ly manifefting, that in fuch backficier s the foul of 

the Lord hath no piecifure, chap. x. 38. 
A talk, which whofo undertaketh in any age, 

ffiall find exceeding weighty and difficult, even to 
perfuade profefl'ors to hold out, and continue in 
the .glory of their profeffion unto the end, chap. x. 
3 6. Prov. xxii. 13. and xxvi. 13. that with patience 

doing the will if God, they might receive the pro- 

mife j efpecially if there be lions in the way, if op- 
A polition 
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petition or perfecution attend them in their pro- 
fefTed fubjedtion to the Lord Jefus. 

Of all that deformity and difiknilitude to the 
Divine nature, whicli is come upon us by the fall, 
there is no one part more eminent, or rather no 
one defeci more evident, than inconfiancy and un- 
flablenefs of mind, in embracing that which is fpiri- 
tually good. Man, being turned from his unchange¬ 
able rcjl, feeks to quiet and fatiate his foul with 
reftiefs movings towards changeable things, Pfalm 
cxvi. 7. 

Now, he who worketh all our works for us9 and 

in us, Ifa. xxvi. 12. worketh them alfo * by us: and 
therefore that which he will give, he perfuades us 
td have, that at once his bounty and o.ur duty may 
receive a manifeftation in the fame thing. Of this 
nature is perfeverance in the faith of Ghrift; which 
as by him it is promifed, and therefore is a grace, 

fo to us it is preferibed, and thereby is a duty, 
Petamus ut det, quod ut haheamus jubet: Augirft. 
Let us afh hi??i to he flow, what he requires us to en¬ 

joy. Yea, Da Domine quodjubes, et jube quod vis; 

Give -what thou commanded, and command what 
thou pleafeft. 

As a duty, it is by the Apoflle here confidered, 
and therefore prefled on them, who by naure 
were capable, and by grace enabled for the per¬ 
formance thereof. Pathetical exhortations then 
unto perfeverance in the profeffion of the gofpel, 
bottomed on prevalent fcriptural arguments, and 
holy reafonings, are the fum of this epiflle. 

The arguments the Apoflle handleth unto the 
end propofed, are of two forts : 

1. Principal. 

2. Deduilive, or emergencies from the firfl. 
;\4 . 1. His 

* 1 ThelT. i. 3. aThelT. i. ri. Deut. x. 16. chap. xxx. 
6. Ezek xviii. 31. chap, xxxvi. 26. A&$ xi. 18. 
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i. His principalarguments are drawn from two 
chief fountains : 

1, The Author ; 
And-, 
2. The nature and end of the'gofpel. 

The Author of the gofpel is either, 
1. principal and immediate, which is God the 

Father, who having, at'fun dry times, and in divert 

manners, formeily fpoken by the prophets, herein- 

Jpeaketh by his Sou, chap. i. i. 
2. Concurrent and immediate ; Jefus Thrift, this 

great falvation, being begun to he fpoken to us by the 

Lord, chap. ii. 3. 
This latter he chiefly confid^i'fcth, as in and by 

whom the gofpel is differenced from all other dif- 
penfations of the mind of God. 

Cencerning him to the endC 1. His p rfon. 

intended, he propofeth, p 2. His employment. 

For his perfon, that thence he may argue to the 
thing aimed at, he holdeth out, 

1. The infinite glory of his deity, being the 
brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the exprejs i- 

mage of his perfon, chap. i. 3. 
2. The infinite condefcenfion of his lobe, in affiim. 

ing humanity : For becaufe the children were par¬ 

takers of flejh and blood, he alfo himfelf took part of 

the fame, chap. ii. 14. 
And from the confide ration of both thefe, he 

preiTeth the main exhortation which he hath in 
hand, as you may fee, chap. ii. 1, 2. chap. iii. 12^ 
13, &c. 

* The employment of Thrift he defcribeth in his 
offices, which he handleth, 

1. Poftively, and very briefly, chap. i. 2, 3. 
2. Comparatively, infilling chiefly.on his prieft- 

hood, exalting it, in fundry weighty particulars, a«» 
bove that of Aaron, which yet was the glory of the 
Jewifh v/orfhip, and this at large, chap. vi. vii. 
viii. ix. x. 

A % And 
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And this, being varioufly advanced and afferted, 
he layeth as the main foundation upon which he 
placeth the weight and ft refs of the main end pur¬ 
ified, as in, the whole epiftle is every where ob¬ 
vious. 

II. The fecond head of principal arguments he 
taketh from the gofpel itfelf, which, conftdering as 
a covenant, he holdeth out two ways : 

iAbfolutely, in its efficacy, in refpeft of, 
1. Junification: In it God is merciful to unrigh- 

teoufnejs, andJins and iniquities he remembers 

■no more, chap, viii. 12. Bringing in perfect 

remijjion, that there Jhall need no more offering 
for fin, chap., 17. 

2. SanBiJzcatzon: He puts his laws in cur hearts, 
and writes them in our minds, chap, x. 16. in 
it purging our confidences by the blood ofi Chriff> 

chap.ix. 14. 
3. Perfieverance : I will be to them a God, and 

theyJhall be to me a people, chap. viii. 10. All 
three are alfo held out in fundry other pla¬ 
ces. 
2. Refipe&hely to the covenant of works, and 

in this regard aftigns unto it principal qua¬ 
lifications, with many peculiar eminencie3 

them attending, too many now to be named: 
Now thefe are, - 

1. That it is new : He faith a New covenant, 

and hath made the firfl old, chap. viii. 13. 
2. Better : It is a better covenant,'and built upon 

better promifies, chap. viii. 6, 7, 22. 
- 3. Surer: The pried: thereof being ordained, 
not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 
after the power of an endlefs life, chap. vii. 16. 

4. Unalterable : So in all the places before na¬ 
med, and fundry others. 

All which are made eminent in its peculiar Me¬ 
diator, 
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dlator, Jefus Chrrft: which is the fum of chap, 
vir. ' 

And Hill in the holding out of thefe things, that 
they might not forget the end for which they 
were now drawn forth, and fo exactly handled, he 
interweaves many pathetical intreaties, and pref- 
iing- arguments, by way of application, for the 
confirming ahd cltablilhing his countrymen in the 
faith of tills glorious gofpel, as you may fee al* 
molt in every chapter. 

2. His arguments hp principal, deduced from 
the former, being very mahy, may be referred to 
thefe three heads. 

• 1. The benefits by them enjoyed under the gof- 
pel. - •• 4 

• • lid The ex&mpie- of others, who by faith and pa« 
iibnee obtained the promt fes, chap- xi. 

3. From the dcikge foils'and pernicious- tonfequmce 

of backsliding, of which only 1 fhall fpcak. Now 
this he fetteth out three ways, 

1. From the nature of that tin: It is a crucifying 

to themjelves the So?i of Cod afrejh, and butting him, 

to' vperifijame, chdp. v'l. 6, a treading under foot the 

.Son -of God, counting the hiood of the covenant au 

unholy thing, and doing defpiic to-'the Spirit of 

grace, chap, xh 29, 1 
2. Theirremedilefs pimilliment which attends 

that fin : ‘There remains no more facrifice for it9 

but a certain -fearfullooking for of judgment, and 

fiery indig?iation} that fieall confume the adverjariesp 

chap. x. 26,' 27. 
•3. The ftbrfon agninft whom peculiarly it is 

committed, and that is he who is the Author, 
fuhjecb; and Mediator of the gofpel,. the Lord Je¬ 
fus Chriftj concerning whom, for the aggravation 
of this fin, he propofeth two things : 

I. His goodnefs and love, and that in his great 
undertaking to be a Saviour, being made like unto 

A 3 his 
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his brethren in all things, 'that he might he a merely 

ful and faithful high-pmejl m thitigs pertaining, to 

Gad, to make reconciliation far thefins of the-peo¬ 

ple, chap. ii. 17. And of this there is a fweet and 
choice line, running, through the whole difeourfe, 
making the fin of backfliding, • againft fo much 
love and condefccnfion, appear exceeding fin ful. 

\2. His greatnefs or power, which he fets out 
two ways : „ 

1. Abfolutely, as he is God to be blefledffor e- 
ver, chap. i. and it is a fearful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God, chap. x. 31. 
2. " Comparatively, as he is the Mediator of the 

new covenant, in reference to Mofes. And this 
he fetteth forth, as by many and fundry reafon- 
iags in other places of the epiftle, fo by a double 
teftimony in this 12th chapter, making that in¬ 
ference from them both which you have, ver. 25. 
See that you rejufe not him that fpeaketh : for if 

they efcaped not who refufed him who fpake oh 

garth, how much more Jhall not we r efcape, if we 

turn away from him who fpeaketh from heaven. 

Now the firft teftimony of his?power is taken 
from a record of what he did heretofore.; the o- 
ther from a prediction of what he will do hereafter. 

The firfi; you have, ver. 26. ih the firlf part of 
it. His voice fHKNfocok the earth: fhen, that 
is, when the law. was delivered by him, as it is 
deferibed, ver. 18, 19, 20. foregoing. When the 
mountain, upon which it was delivered, Exod. fix. 

18,19, the mediator, Mofes, into whofe hand it 
was delivered, and the pcople, iox whofe ufe it was 
delivered, did all lliake and tremble, chap. xx. 18. 
at the voice, power, and prefence of Ghriftj who, 
as it hence appears, is that fehovah who gave the 
law, Exod. xx. 2. 

The other, in the fame verfe, is taken from a 
prediction out of Haggai ii. 16. of what he will do 

hereafter,. 
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Hereafter, even demanftfate and make evident his 

power beyond whatever he before effected : He 

hath promifed,. fayingYet once more, I JJjahe not 

the earth only, hut alfo the heavens. 

And if any one.fhall afk, wherein this effecl of 
the mighty power of the Lord Jefus confifteth, and 
how from thence profeflbrs may be prevailed up¬ 
on to keep clofe to the obedience of him in his king¬ 
dom ? the apoffle anfwers, ver. 27. And this 

word, Yet once more, jignifies the removing of thoje 

things that are JJjaken, as of things that are made, 
that thofe things which cannot he JJjaken may remain. 

And thus am I hepped down upon the words of 
my text, finding them in the clofe of the arguments 
drawn from the power of Chrifc, to perfuade pro¬ 
le iTo rs to conftancy. in the paths of the golpek; 
and.having pafied jthrough their coherence, and 
held out their aim and tendence, their opening and 
application comes now to be confidered, and here¬ 
in are thefe three things. 

1. The, apofile’s affection: Yhe things that are 
JJjaken Jhall be removed, as things that are made. 

IT. The proof of this afiertion: fhis word, once 

more, jignifieth$\o 1 efs. v ' > ■ 
rill .Tiis inference from this afiertion, thus pro¬ 

ved:, Yhe things that cannot he JJjaken nmjl remain; 
I. In the firil I fiiall conlider, 

1. What are the things that are JJjaken. 

2. What-is their fhaking. 
3. What their removal, being fiiaken. 

r- -For the firjl, there is great variety of judgment 
amongft interpreters ; the foregoing verfe tells us, 
ft is. not only the earth, but the heaven alfo ; but. 
now what heaven a:fd earth this fhould be is du¬ 
bious, is not apparent. So many different appre- 
henfions of the mind of God in thefe words, as 
have any likenefs.of truth, I muff needs recount, 
and remove, that uo prejudice may remain from 

other 
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other conceptions, .again# theft which from them 
we fhall affert. ; . ’ . ■ 

(i.).The earth (fayfome) is the men of the 
earth, living thereon \ and the heavens are the an- 
gebA their hleffed inhabitants ; both fhaken or 
ilricken with amazement, upon the nativity of 
Chilli, and preaching of the gofpel. The heavens 

were shaken, when fo great things were accom¬ 
pli (bed, as. that the angels themfelves defined to look 

into them, i Pet. i. 12. And the earth was. filled 
with amazement when the Holy Ghofi being pour¬ 
ed cut upon the apoftles for the preaching of the 
gofpel, men of every nation under heaven were a- 
rnazed, and marvelled at it, A£ts ii, 5,- 6, .7. Thus 
Rollocus, Fifcaiorr and fundry other famous di¬ 
vines. But, . ■ . i . 

1. The disking here intimated by the apotile, 
was then, when he wrote, under the promife, not 
actually accomplilhed, as were the things by theim 
recounted ; for he holds it forth as an iflue of that 
great power of Chrilt, which he would one day 
exercife for the farther ellabiifhment of his king¬ 
dom. ' • •; ; 

2. This that now, is to be done, muff excel that 
which formerly was done at the giving of the law, 
as is clearly intimated in the inference, then be 

fijook the earthy hut now the heavens alfio. It is a 
gradation to an higher demon it rat ion of the pow¬ 
er of Chrift, which that the things of tills inter¬ 
pretation are, is not apparent. ~ „ 

3. It is marvellous thele learned men obferved 
not, that the heavens and the earthJlsaken, ver. 26, 
are the things to he removed, ver.-27. Now, how 
are angejs and men removed by Chrift ? are they 
not rather gathered up into one fpiritual body and 
communion ? Hence, ver. 27: they interpret the 
Jhahen things to he Judaical ceremonis, which, ver. 
26. they had faid to be men and angels* 

2 > Others- 
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(2.) Others, by heaven and earth, under Hand the 
material parts of the world’s fabric, commonly fo' 
called; and by their Ihaking, thofe portentous 
figns and prodigies, with earthquakes, which ap¬ 
peared in them at the birth and death of the Lord 
Jefus. A new dar, preternatural darknefs, fhak- 
ing of the earth, opening of graves, rending of 
rocks, and the lifce, are to them, this Ihaking of 
heaven send earth, Matth. ii. 2. and xxvii. 45-. 
Luke xxiii. 44, 45.' Matth. xxvii. 51, 52. So Ju¬ 

nius, and after him moll of ours. 
But this interpretation is obnoxious to the 

fame exceptions with the former, and alfo others: 
For, 

1. Thefe things being pad before, how can they 
be held out under a promife ? 

2. How are thefe Jhaken things removed, which 
with their Ihaking they mud certainly be, as in 
my text ? 

3. This diaking of heaven and earth is aferibed 
to the power of Chrid as Mediator, whereunto 
thefe figns and prodigies cannot rationally be af- 
figned; but rather to the fovereignty of the Father, 
bearing witnefs to the nativity and death of his 
Son : So that neither can this conception be faf- 
tened on the words. 

(3.) The fabric of heaven and earth, is by others 
alfo intended, not inrefpect of the figns and pro¬ 
digies formerly wrought in them ; but of that dif- 
folution, or, as they fuppofe, alteration which they 
dull receive at the lad day: So Parpens, Grotius, 
and many more. Now, though thefe avoid the 
rock of holding out as accompliihed, what is only 
promifed, yet this glofs alfo is a drefs disfiguring 
the mind of God in the text: For 

1. The things here faid to be Jhaken, d and in 
a plain oppofition to the things that cannot he [bn- 

ken nor removed, and therefore they are to^be re- 

, ’ \, moved,. 
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moved, that thefe may be brought in. Now the 
things to be brought in are the things of the king¬ 

dom of the bord Jefus. What opposition, I pray, 
do the material fabric of heaven and-earth Hand 
in to the kingdom of the Lord Jefus? doubtlefs 
none at all, being the proper feat of that king¬ 
dom. 

2. There will, on this ground, be no bringing in 
of the kingdom of the Lord Jefus, until indeed 
that kingdom* in the fenfe here infilled on, is to 
ceafe ; that is, after the day of judgment, when the 
kingdom of grace fhall have place no more. 
. Thofe are the moll material and likely mifiakes 
about the words. I could eafily give out, and 
pluck in again, three or four other warping fenfes; 
bnt I hope few, in thefe days of accompliJhingy will 
once Humble at them. The true mind of the Spi¬ 
rit, by the help of that Spirit of truth, comes next 
to be unfolded : and firft, what are the things that 
are fhaken ? 

i. As the apoftle here applies a part of the pro¬ 
phecy of Haggcii, fo that prophecy, even in the 
next words, gives light unto the meaning of the 
apoftle. Look what heaven and earth the pro¬ 
phet fpeaks of; of thofe, and no other, fpeaks the 
apoftle. The Spirit of God, in the fcripture, is 
his own belt interpreter. See then the order of 
the words, as they lie in the prophet ; Haggai ii. 
6, 7. / willJhake heaven and earth ; I will Jhake 

all nations. God then lliakes heaven and earth, 
when he fhakes all nations ; that is, he lhakes the 
heaven and earth o f the nations. I will Jhake hea¬ 

ven and earth, and I will Jhahe all nations, is a 
pleonafme for I will Jhake the heaven and earth 

of all nations. Thefe are the things fhaken in my- 
text. 

The heavens of the nations, what are they? even 
their political heights and glory, thofe forms of 

government 
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government which they have framed for themfelves 
and their own interefi ; with the grandeur and 
lufire of their dominions. 

The nations earth is the multitudes of their 
people, their ftren'gth and power, whereby their 
heavens, or political heights, are fupported. 

It is then neither the material heavens and earth, 
nor yet Mofaical ordinances, but the political 
heights and fplendour, the popular multitudes and 
ftrength of the nations of the earth, that are thus 
to be fhaken, as fhall be proved. 

That the earth, in prophetical descriptions, or 
predictions of things, is frequently, yea, almofl al¬ 
ways taken for the people and multitudes of the 
earth, needs not much proving: One or two in- 
fiances fhall fuffice : ReV. xii. 16. The earth-help¬ 

ed the woman dgamji the flood, of the dragon: which 
that it was the multitudes of earthly people none 
doubts. Pfal. Ixviii. 8. Hab. ii. 20. Mat. xxiv. 7. 
1 .Sam. xiv. 25. That an earthquake, or fhaking 
of the earth, are popular commotions, is no lefs 
evident from Rev. xi. 13. where, by an earth¬ 
quake, great Babylon receives a fatal blow. 

And for the heaves, whether they be the poli¬ 
tical heights of the nations, or the grandeur of po¬ 
tentates, let the fcripture be judge ; I mean when 
ufed in this fenfe of fhaking, or eflablifliment.. 

Ifa. li. 15, 16. I am the Lord thy God, who di¬ 

vided the fea> whofe waves roared: 'The Lord of 

hofls is his name. And L have put my words in 

thy mouthy and have covered thee in the fjadow of 

mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the 

foundations of the earthy andfay unto Sion, 'Thou art 

my people. 

By a repetition of what he hath done, he efta- 
blifheth his people in expectation of what he will 
do. And, 

1. He minds them of that wonderful deliver¬ 
ance 
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since from an army behind them, and an ocean bs- 
fore them, by his miraculous preparing dry paths 
for them in the deep : / am the Lord, who divided 

the fea, whofe waves roared. 

i. Of his gracious acquainting them with his 
mind, his law, and ordinances, at Koreb : 1 have 
(faith he) put ?ny words i?i thy mouth. 

3. Of that favourable and lingular prote£fion af¬ 
forded them in the wilderneis, when they were 
encompalTed with enemies round about: I covered 

thee in the foadow of mine hand. 

Now, to what end was all this ? Why, faith he, 
that 1 might plant the heavens and lay the founda¬ 

tion of the earth? What! of thefe material vilible 
heavens and earth? 2460 years before at leaft, were 
they planted and eftablifhed: It is all but making* 
of Zion a people, which before was fcattered in dif- 
tincf families. And how is this done ? Why the 
heavens are planted, or a glorious frame of govern¬ 
ment and polity is erected amongft them, and the 
multitudes of their people are difpofed into an or¬ 
derly commonwealth, to be a firm foundation and 
bottom for the government amongfl them. This 
is the heavens and earth of tl^ nations which is to 
be fhaken in my text. 

Ifa. xxxiv.-q. All the hofs of heaven foall he dif- 

Jolvedy and the heavens fhcill be rolled together as a 

J'croll, and all their hofs Jhallfall down, as the leaf 

falleth from the vine. Now, thefe diffolved, rolled 
heavens, are no other but the power and heights of 
the oppofing nations, their government and tyran¬ 
ny, efpecially that of Idumea, as both the forego¬ 
ing and following verfes do declare, fhe indigna¬ 

tion of the Lord (faith he) is upon the nations, and 

his fury upon their armies, he hath delivered them to 

the f aughtcr ; their fail, &c. 
Jer. iv. 23, 24, 23. 1 beheld the earth, and lo it 

was without form and void ,* and the heavens, and 
2 they 
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they had no light. I beheld the rtiotditaim, audio, they 
trembled, and all the hills moved-lightly. Here is 
heaven and earth jhaken p arid all in the railing the 
political Hate and commot,wealth of the Jews by 
the Babylonians, as is at large dei'eribed in the 
verfes following: 

Ezek. xxxii. 7. I will cover the heaven, and make 

the Jlars thereof dark : I will cover the fun with a 

cloud', and the moon Jhall not give her light : and all 

the bright lights of heaven will 1 make dark over 

thee, and fet darknefs upon thy land, faith the Lord 

God. Behold, heaven and earth, fun, moon, and flars, 

all fhaken and confounded in the deftrudtion of 
Egypt; the thing the prophet treats of, their king¬ 
dom and nation being to be ruined. 

Not to hold you too long upon what is fo plain 
and evident, you may take it for a rule, that in the 
denunciations of the judgments of God, through 
all the prophets, heavens, fun, moon, flars, and the 
like appearing beauties and glories of the afpedta- 
ble heavens, are taken for governments, go\rernors, 
xlominions in political dates, as Ifa. xiv. 12, 13, 14, 
15. Jer. xv. 9. chap. li. 25. Ifa. xiii. 13. PfaL 
lxviii. 8. Joel ii. 10. Rev. viii. 12. Matth. xxiv. 
29. Luke xxi. 25. Ifa. lx. 20. Obad. 4. Rev. 
vii. 13. chap. xi. 12. chap. xx. 11. 

Furthermore, to confirm this expofition, St John, 
in the Revelation, holds conltantly to the fame man¬ 
ner of expreffion: heaven and earth in that book, 
are commonly thofe which we have deferibed.. In 
particular, this is eminently apparent,chap. vi. 12. 
13, 14, 15 verfes, And 1 beheld, and. when he had 

opened the fxthfeal, there was a great earthquake, 

and the fun became black as fackcloth of hair, and the 

moon became as blood. And the Jlars of heaven fell 

unto the earth: And the heaven departed, as a fcroll 

when it is rolled together ; and every mountain and 

ijland were moved out of their places; 
B The 
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The definition and wafting of the Pagan Ro- 
mifh ftate, the plagues and commotions of her peo¬ 
ple, the dethroning her idol-worihip, and deftruc- 
tion of perfecuting emperors and captains, with the 
tranfition of power and fovereignty, from one fort 
to another, is here held out under this grandeur 
•cf words % being part of the ftiaking of heaven and 

egj'th in my text. 
Add laftly hereunto, that the promifes of the 

reiteration cf.*jod’s people into a glorious condi- 
.tion, after all their fufferings, is perpetually in 
the fcripture, held out under the fame terms; and 
you have a plentiful demonftration of this point, 

Ifa. lxv. 17. Beholdl I create new heavens, and 

a new earth: and the former ftrail not be remember¬ 

ed, nor come into mind, ver. 18. Be you glad and 

n'tjoicefor ever in that which I create, ,&c. See Ifa. 
]xvi. 22, 23, 24, 

2 Pet. iii. 13.. Neverthelefs we, according to 

his promife, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs. 

Rev. xxi. 1. 1 faw a new heaven and a sieve 

earth ; for the firfl heaven and the JirJl earth were 

faffed away, and there was no more fea. The hea¬ 
ven and the earth is reftored j but the fea, that 
ihall be no more. 

Thofe gatherings together of many waters, Gen. 
i. 10. rivers from all places, or pretended clergy¬ 
men from all nations, into general councils, which 
were the fea or many waters, on which the whore 
fat, Rev. xvii. 1. ihall have no place at all in the 
Church’s reftored condition. 

I hope it is now fully cleared, what is meant by 
the things that are fhaken ; even the political 
-heights, the fplendor and ftrength of the nations o 

the 

* Eufcb. EccleJ. Hift- lib. 9 c. 8. 10. lib. 8. cap. 27. De vit 
Conftan. lib. x. cap. 50* 51^ 52. 
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the earth. The foundation of the whole is laid, 
and our heap (or building, if your favour fo ac¬ 
cept it) will go on apace; for to the analogy here¬ 
of fhali the reiidue of the words be interpreted. 

Part II.} The fecond thing confiderable is, what 
is the Jhaking of thefe things? To this the anfwer 
is now made brief and facile. Such as are the 
thmgs Jhakeri'y fuch mull their fhaking be ; fpirit- 
ual if fpiritual; natural, if natural; civil, if civile 
Now, they being declared and proved to be civil 
things, fuch alfo is their Tanking-;; Matt. xxiv. 6, 
y. Jer. iv. 19. Ifa. ix. 5. Now, what is a civil 
fhaking of civil cdnflitutions? How are fuch things 
done in the world ? What are thefe earthquakes ?' 
Truly the accompliihment hereof is in all nations 
fo under our- eyes as that I need not fpeak one 
word thereunto. > 

Part III.J Neither fhali I infill upon the third 
enquiry, viz. when this Jhaking ihall be: The text 
is plain, that it mull be previous to the bringing' 
in of thofe things that cannot be moved ; that is, 
the profperous eflate of the kingdom of Chrill. 
Only we may obferve, that befides other Jhakings' 

in particular nations, of lefs general concernment 
and importance, this prophecy hath; and fhali re¬ 
ceive a two-fold eminent accompliihment, with re¬ 
ference unto a two-fold eminent oppofition, which 
the kingdom of Chrill hath met with in the world. 

, Firfl, from the Pagan Roman^/tate, which, at the 
gofpePs firil entrance, held in fubjedlion mod of 
the chief provinces of the then known world. 
Wiiat were the bloody endeavours of the heaven 

and earth of that ilatc for the fuppreilion thereof 
is known to our children. The iffue of the whole, 
in the accompliihment of this "promlte, /baking thofe 
heavens and. earth to pieces, I before pointed at, 
from Rev. vi. 12, 13, 14, 15. beginning in the 
plagues of the perfecuting emperors, and ending 
in the ruin of the empire itfelf. But, 

JB: 2 2. The 
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2. The immovable things were not yet in their 
glory to be brought in ; more feed of blood muff 
be Town, that the end of the gofpel’s year may 
yield a plentiful harveft. That J.baking was only 
for vengeance upon an old, curled, and not for the 
bringing in of a new, blefled hate. The vials of 
God s wrath having crumbled the heavens and. 
earth of Pagan Ro?ne into feveral pieces, and that 
empire being removed, as to its old form, by the 
craft of Satan, it became moulded up again into a 
papal fovereignty, to exercife all the power of the 

firjl beajlfvw perfecution of the faints, Rev. xiii. 12, 
This fecond preffure, though long and fore, mull 
have an end ; the new moulded heaven and earth 

of p pal antichriif ian Rome, running by a myfte~ 
rious thread through all the nations of the weft, 
nruft be fhaken alfo. Rev. xviii. 2. Ifa. xl. 12. 
Pfal. ii 6. which, when it is accompliftied, there 
lhali be no more fea. There is not another beaft 
to arife, nor another ftate to be formed 5 let en« 
deavours be what they will, the Lord Jefus (hall 
reign. And this for the opening of the firft gene¬ 
ral head. 

II. General head. 1 2dly, What is the removal oj 

heaven and earth, being Jhahenl The word here 
tranflated removed, is uiU&^n. Whence that is come 
to pafs 1 dare not pofttively fay. This, doubtlefs, 
.is a common fault among!! tranftators, that they 
will accommodate the words of a text to their own 
apprehenfton of the fenfe and matter thereof. Un- 
deriianding, as I fnppofe, that the things here faid 
to be fnaken, were the Jewifti ordinances, they 
tranilated their difpofition, a removal: Heb. xi. 5. 
Jude 4. Gal, i. 6. Heb, vi. 18. Heb. vii. 12. as the 
truth is, they were removed: But the word ftgni- 
fies no fuch thing. As its natural importance, 
from its rife and compofition is otherwife, fo nei¬ 
ther in- the feripture, nor any profane author, 

doth 
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doth it ever lignify properly a removal: tranjla- 
tioji, or changing, is the only native, genuine im¬ 
port of it; and why it Ihould, in this place, be 
haled out of its own fphere, and tortured into a 
ne w fignification, I know not: removal is of the 
matter, tranjlation of the form only. It is not 
then a deitruttion and total amotion of the great 
things of the nations, but a change, tranflation, 
and a new moulding of them, that is here intima¬ 
ted. *They Jh all be jhuffled together almojl into their 

primitive confufion, and come out new ?nouldedy for 

the intercjl of the Lord Jefus. All the prelent 
Hates of the world are cemented together by anti- 
chriftian lime, as I fhall fhew afterwards. Unlefs 
they be fo Ihaken as to have every cranny fearch- 
ed and brulhed, they will be no quiet habitation 
for the Lord Chrift and his people. This then is 
the fjaf^rut of the heaven and earth of the na» ■ 
tions. 

Now this is evident, from that full prediction 
which you have of die accomplilhment hereof. 
Rev. xvii. 12, 13, and 16. 

Ver. 12. The kingdoms of the well receive pow- 
er at one hour with the beajlt 

Ver. 13. In their conftitution and government 
at firlt received, they give their power to the beajla .. 
and fight againjl the Lamb. 

Ver. 14. The Lamb f with his faithful and chofen 

ones, overcomes them« There their heaven and earth 

is Ihaken. 
Ver. 16. Their power is tranflated, newmould¬ 

ed, and becomes a power againjl the beajf in the 
hand of jefus Chrift. 

This then is the Jhaking and removal in my text 
which is faid to be as of things that are made ; that 
is, by men, through the concurrence of Divine 
Brovidence, for a feafon; (which making you 
have, Rev. xvii. 12. and 17.) not like the king- 

B 3 dom 
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dom of Ghrift,, which being of a purely divine con* 
Akution, lhall by no human power receive an end. 

X. The other parts of the text follow briefly. 
II. The next thing is, the apoftle’s proof of this 

aflertion. And he tells you, this word once more, 
the beginning of this fentence he urged-from the 
prophet, lignifies no lefs. The words in the prophet 

^re, nns US HT1 mo yet once, it is a little ; me* 
gat hi, it is a little, is left out by the apoftle, as 
not conducing to the bufinefs in hand: Et« dr*?, 

(as he rendereth bod achatlj) is a fuflicient de- 
monftration of the aflertion. In themfelves they 
hold out a commutation of things ; and, as they 
fland in conjundlion in that place of the prophet,. 
declaring that that Jhaking and commutation mult 
be for the bringing in of the kingdom of the Lord 
Chrifl. In brief, being interpreted by the fame 
Spirit whereby they were indited, we know the 
exposition is true. 

III. The laft head remaineth under two parti¬ 
culars : 

I, What are the things that cajuiot heJhahen. 
1. What is their remaining* 

For the firfl, the things that cannot he fhaken,^ 

vex* 24. are called a kingdom that cajmot he removed 

ver. 28. A kingdom fubjedt to none of thofe flia- 
kings and alterations,which other dominions have 
been tolled to and fro withal; Pfal. ii. 6. Pfal. 
cx. 2. Adis ii. 36, Rev. i. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, 
26, 27. Daniel calls it, A not giving of the king- 
dam to another people, Dan. ii. 44. Not that oecu¬ 
menical kingdom which he hath with his Father, 
as King of nations, but that economical kingdom 
which he hath by difpenfation from his Father as 
king of faints. Now this may be confidered two 
ways : 

1. As purely internal and fpiritual, which is 

the rule of his Spirit in the hearts of all his faints, 
Luke 
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Luke vi. 20. Mark xii. 34, 8tc.- This cometh not 
with observation, it is within us, Luke xviL 20, 
21. confifting in righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, Rom. xiv. 17., 

2. As external, and appearing in gofpel admini- 
ilrations. So is Chrift described as a King in the 
midft of their kingdom. Rev. i. 14, 15, 16, 17, 
As alfo chap, iv. and chap. xi.15. and both thefe 
may be again confidered two ways : 

1. In refpect of their ehence and being ; and fo 
they have been, are, and Shall be, continued in all 
ages : He hath built his Church upon a Rock, and 

the gates of hell /hall not prevail agairfi it, Matth. 
xvi. 18. 

2. In reference to their extent in refpecl of Sub¬ 
jects, with their vifible glorious appearance, which 
is under innumerable promifes, to be very great 
in the latter days. For it fhall come to pafs in the 

lajl days, that the mountain of the Lord's houfe Jball 

be efiablifijed in the top of the mountains, andJhall 

be exalted above the hills, and all nations fhall fiovs 

unto it, ISa. ii. 4, 
TheSe then are the things which eannot be fha«. 

ken, which we may reduce to three heads. 
1. The growth of righteoufnefs, peace, and joy, 

in the faints being tilled with light and love, from 
the Special prefence of Chrift, with a wonderful 
increafe of the number of them, multitudes of the 
eleCt being to be born in thofe days; the reiidue of 
the Jews and fulnefs of the Gentiles meeting in 
one fold, and there dwelleth righteoufnefs, 2 Pet. 
iii, 13. 

2. The administration of gofpel ordinances, in- 
power and purity, according to the appointment, 
and unto the acceptation of the Lord Jdius. fhe 

temple of God and the altar being meafurtd anew $ 

the outward court, defiled with Gentile- worjhip, is 

left out3 Rev, xi* J, 2, 
"... I 3. The 
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3. The glorious and vilible manifestation of thole ’ 
adminiftrations, in the eyes of all the world, in 
peace and quietnefs, None making afraid, or hurt¬ 

ing in the whole mountain of the Lord, Ifa. Ixv. 25. 
For the perfonal reign of the Lord Jefus on 

earth, Adis iii. 21. I leave it to them, with whofe 
difcoveries I am not, and curiofities L would not 
be acquainted. 

But as for fuch, who from hence do (or- for fini- 
Her ends pretend to) fancy to themfelves a ter¬ 
rene kingly hate, unto each private particular 
faint, fo making it a bottom, vivendi ut vein, for 
every one to do that whieh 13 good in his own 
eyes, to the difturbance of all order and authority 
civil and fpiritual, as they exprefsly clafli againft. 
innumerable promifes, fo they directly introduce 
fuch confulion and diforder, as the foul of the Lord 
Jefus doth exceedingly abhor. 

It is only the three things named, with their 
neceffary dependancies, that I do alfert. 

And laltiy, of thefe it is faid, they mull remain ; 
that is, continue, and be firmly eltabliflied, as the 
word is often ufed, Horn. ix. 11. 

The -words of the text being unfolded, and the 
mind of the Holy Ghoft in them difcovered, 1 Ihall 
from them commend to yeur Chriftian confidera«* 
tion this following polition: 

Obf. j The Lord 'jefus Chrift, by his mighty pow¬ 

er, in thefe latter days,as antichrijlian tyranny draws' 

to its period, will fo far SHAKE-tf/w? TR ANS-1 
LATE APOLITICAL HEIGHTS,GOVERN- 
MENTS, and STRENGTH of the NATIONS,^ 
as fhallferve for thefull bringing in of his own peace¬ 

able kingdom ; the nations fo Jhaken becoming there¬ 
by a quiet habitation for the people of the mojl High, 

Though the dodlrine be clear from the text, yet 
it fnall receive farther fcriptural confirmation, be¬ 
ing of great weight and concernment* 

P an 
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Damii. 44. AndinthedaysofHh{K^>E, KINGS, 
fhall the God of heaven jet up a kingdom,, which 
f all never he defroyed: and the kingdom fa all not 
he left to other people, hut it fjall break m pieces, 
and confume all thefe kingdoms9 and it fjdlflandfor 
ever. ' 

That this is affirmed of the kingdom of Chrifl 
under the gofpel, none ever doubted. 

Three things are here remarkably intimated of 
it: 

1. The time wherein it ffiall moil eminently be 
eflablifhed \ and that is, in the days of thefe kings 
of which Daniel was fpeaking. 

2. The efficacy of its being fet up it Jhall break 
in pieces all thefe kingdoms. 

3. Its own Jlability ; it fhall never he dejiroyed. 
For the fir ft, there is great debate about the 

principal feafon of the accomplifhing of this pre¬ 
diction ; much hefitation who thofe kings are, in 
whole days tl\e kingdom of Chrifl is eminently to 
be eflablifhed. In the days when the two legs of 
the Roman empire fhall be divided into ten king¬ 
doms, and thofe-kingdoms have oppofed themfelves 
to the power of Chrifl; that is, in the days where¬ 
in we live, fay fome. Yea, mod of the ancients 
took this for the Roman empire; and to thefe, the 
bringing in of the kingdom of Chrifl, is the efla- 
blifhment of it in thefe days : Others underftand 
the Syrian and Egyptian branches of the Grecian 
monarchy, and the bringing in of Chrifl’s king¬ 
dom, to be in his birth, death, and preaching of 
the gofpel, wherein certainly the foundations of it 
were laid : I will not contend with any mortal 
hereabouts: Only I fhall oppofe one or two things 
to this latter interpretation ; As, 

1. The kingdom of Syria was totally deflroyed, 
and reduced into a Roman province fixty years be¬ 
fore the nativity of Chrifl, and the Egyptian thir¬ 

ty. ; 
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iy i So that it is impoffible that the kingdom of 
Chrift, by his birth, ihould be fet up in their days. 

2. It is afcribed to the efficacy of this kingdom, 
that, being eftabliffied, it ffiall break in pieces all 
thofe kingdoms. Which how can it be, when, at 
the iirft fetting of it up, they had neither place 
nor name, nor fcarce remembrance. 

So that it muft needs be the declining, divided 
Roman empirey {hared amongft fundry nations,, 
that is here intimated ; . and fo confequently, the 
kingdom of Chriil to be eftabliffied, is that glo¬ 
rious adminiftration thereof which, in thefe days, 
he will bring in. 

Be it fo or otherwife, this fronrhence cannot be 
denied, that the kingdom of Chrift will aflii redly 
{hake and tranftate all oppofing dominions, until 
life] f be eflabliffied in and over them all, Uu 

Jeiout, which is all I intend to prove from this place. 
The ten-partite empire of the weft, muft give 
place to the ftone cut out of the mountain, with¬ 
out hands. 

Dan. vii. 27.- "The kingdom, and dominion, and 

grcatnefs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 

Jhall he given to-the people of the faints of the Moji 

High, whofe kingdom is an everlajling kingdom, and, 

all dominions Jhall ferve and obey him* Hitherto is 
the end of the matter. 

Either antichrift is defcribed in the clofe of this 
chapter, or one very like hitp, St John painting . 
him in the Revelation with all this man’s colours; 
plainly intimating, that though, in the firft place, 
that mad raging tyrant Aritiochus the illujlrious 

was pointed at, yet that another was to" rife in his 
likenefs, with his craft and cruelty, that with the 
affiftance of the ten horns, fhould plague the faints; 
of the Chriftians, no lefs than the other had dono 
thofe of the Jews. Now, whr.t ffiall be the iffue 
thereof? ver. 26. His dominion, with his adherents; 

Jhall* 
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Jhail be taken away and confumed: And then fhall it 
be given to the people of the Molt High, as be¬ 
fore : Or they fhall enjoy the kingdom of Chrifl in 
a peaceable manner,* their officers being made 
peace, and their exa&ors righteoufnefs. 

It is clearly evident, from thefe and other pla¬ 
ices in that prophecy, that he who is the only Po¬ 
tentate will,fooner or later, {hake all the monarchies 

of the earth, where he will have his name known, 
that all nations may be fuited to the intereft of his 
kingdom, which alone is to endure. 

Ifa. lx. in many places, indeed throughout, holds 
.out the fame. 

Ver. 12. jXhe nation and the kingdom which will 

not ferve thee, Jhail be broken to pieces : That is, all 
the nations of the earth j not a known nation, but 
the blood of the faints of Chrifl is found in the 
lkirts thereof. Now, what fhall be the iffue when 
they are fo broken ? 

Ver. 17, 18. I will make thine officers peace, 

and thine exaBors righteoufnefs : Violence Jhail no 

more be heard in thy land, wa/ling nor de/lruBion 

within thy borders : but thou Jhalt call thy walls 

falvation, and thy gates praife. 

See, at your leifure, to this purpofe, Amos ix. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Jer. *xxi. 23, 24, 25. Ifa. 
xxxiii. 21, 22, 23, 24. 

I fhall only add that pun&ual defcription, which 
you have of this whole matter, as Daniel calls it, in 
the Revelation, with refpe£l unto its accomplifh- 
inent, chap. xvii. The Roman harlot having pro¬ 
cured the ten kings, or kingdoms, into which the 
lafl head of tbe Roman empire fprouted, about the 
year 450, by the inundation of the northern na¬ 
tions to join with her, they together make war a- 
gainfl the Lamb, ver. 12, 13, 14. 

Ver. 12, The ten horns which thou faweft (upon 
the laft head of the great beaft, the Roman mo¬ 

narchy) 
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narchy) are ten kings which have received no king- 
-dom as yet, (to wit, when John faw the vifion) hut 

receive power as kings ojie hour with the heajl. (A- 
bout 400 years after this, the Pope afcended to 
his fovereignty, and thefe weftern nations grew 
into-diftin£t dominions about the fame time.) 

Ver. 13. Thefe have one mind, (that is, as to the 
bufiuefs in hand, for otherwise they did and do vex 
one another with perpetual broils and wars) and 
Jhall give their power and Jlre?igth to the hecijl (or 
fwear to defend the rights of holy church, which 
is no other than Babylon), and a& accordingly. 

Ver. 14. 'Thefe make war with the Lamb, (having 
fworn and undertaken the defence of holy church, 
or Babylon, they perfecuted the poor heretics 
with fire and fword ; that is, the witnelfes of the 
Lamb, and in them the Lamb himfelf, ftriving to 
keep his kingdom out of the world) and the Lamb 

Jhall overcome them, lhaking and tranflating them 
into a new mould and frame ; For he is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings, and they that are with 

him (whofe help and endeavours he will ufe) are 
called,, and chofen, and faithful. 

Ver. 16. The ten horns which thou fawef upon 

the hecfl, (being now Ihaken, changed, and tranfla- 
ted in mind, interelt, *and perhaps government,) 
thefe hate the whore, and fjall make her defolate, (are 
inftrumental, in the hand of Chrift, for the ruin of 
that antichriflian Hate, which before they ferved) 
and naked, and fhall eat her fiejhi and burn her with 

JTe. 
Renee, chap, xviii. 2. Babylon, and that whole 

antichriflian flate which was fupported upon their 
power and greatnefs, having loft its props, comes 
topling down to the ground : Babylon the great is 

fallen, is fallen, ver. 2. and the faints take venge¬ 
ance on the whore, for all her former rage and 

2 cruelty. 
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'Cruelty. Double unto her double, according to her 

works, ver. 6. 
Ver. 9. “ And the kings of* the earth, (being 

u fome of them ihhken out of their dominion, for 
** refuting to clofe with the Lamb) who have coin- 
<c ?mtted fornication and lived delicioujly with her, 
Ci (learning and pra&ifing falfe worfhip of her in- 

ftitution) /hall bewail her, and lament for her, (as 
<( having received fuccour from her, her monafle- 
u ries and fhavelings, in their diflrefs, whereunto 
“ indeed they were brought for her fake) when 

“ they Jball fee the fm&ke of her burning, (beholding 
li her darknefs, ftink, and confufioii, ,in her final 
<( defoiation.) 

“ Now, all this fhail be tranfa&ed with fo much 
' 4 

“ obfcurity and darknefs, Chrift not openly ap« 
u pearing unto carnal eyes, that though “ many 
u fhail be purified and made white, yet the wicked 
4< fhail do wickedly, and none of the wicked (hall 

underhand, but the wife fhail underhand,55 Dan. 
xii. 10*. “ There fhail be no fuch demonftration 
(i of the prefence of Chrift, as to open the eyes of 
<{ hardened men-: but at length, having fufFered the 
et poor deceived wretches to drink of the cup pre— 
a pared for them, he appears himfelf glorioufly, 
i{ chap. xix. 13. in a more eminent manner than 
<8 ever before, to the total deflruclion of the re- 
“ fidue of cppofers. And that this will be the ut- 
(< moft clofe of that difpeflfation wherein now he 
sS walketh. I no way doubt.” 

The affertion being cleared and proved, the rea- 
fons of it come next to be confidered ; and the firfl 
is, that 

R.eaf. 1.] * It fliall be done by the way of re~ 
G • compence 

Pfal. ii. 4, 5. Pfal cxxxvii. 8, 9. Tfa. xlvii. I, 5. 
Jfa. xlix. 26. Jer. 1. 33,34. chap. li. 24, 25, 34? 35. Zccli. 
xii. 2,*3, 4. chap. xiv. 13. Rev. xviii. 6, 
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com pence and vengeance. It is the great day of 

the wrath of the Lamb, Rev. vi. 17. I he landfall 

be SOAKED WITH BLOOD, and the dufl made 

fat with fatnefs ; for it is the day of the Lord's ‘ven¬ 

geance, and the year of recompence for the controvert 

fy ofZ,ion, Ifa. xxxiv. 7, 8. Lhe day of vengeance 

is in his heart, when the year of his redeemed is come, 

Ifa. lxiii. 4. 
“ The kings of the earth have given their power 

*f to antichriil, endeavouring to the utmofl to keep - 
e( the kingdom of-Ghriit out of the world. What, 

1 pray, hath been their ifiain bufinefs for 700 
years and upwards, even almoft ever fince the 

** man of lin was enthroned? How have they earned 
“ the titles, eldef fon of the church; the Catholic » 
ct and mojl Ghriftian king ; defender of the faith, 

44 and the like ? hath it not been by the blood of 
44 faints ? Is there net in every one of thefe king- 
44 doms, the flam, and the baniihed ones of Chrifl 
ii to anfwer for ? In^particular, 

44 Hath not the blood of the faints of Jefus, 
64 (eclipfed by antichriil and his adherents) Wick- 
44 liff’s and Lollard’s, cried from the ground for 
64 vengeance upon the LLngTiJh heaven and earth for 
44 a long leafon ? Did not their bodies lie in the 
44 flreets of France under the names of Waldenfes, 

44 Albigenfes, and poor men of Lyons ? Hath not 
44 Germany, and the annexed territories, her Hujfe, j 
44 and Hi/f ile, Hierom, and Subutraguians to an- j 
61 fwer for ? Is not Spain's Lnquiftion enough to 
44 ruin a world, much more a kingdom? Have not 
44 all thefe, and all the kingdoms round about, wafh- 
44 ed their hands and garments in the blood of 
Ci jthoufands of proteilants? And do not the kings 
44 of all thefe nations as yet Hand up in the room cf 
44 their progenitors, with the fame implacable e.n~ 
“ rnity to the power cf the gofpel? Shew me feven 
“ kings that ever yet laboured fmcerely to enhance 

4‘ the 
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p the kingdom of the Lord Jefus, and dare boldly 
“ fay OEtavus quis fucrit nomlum con flat. And is 
€< there not a cry for all this, How long, Lord, &o- 

/)/ and truSydoJl thou not avenge our blood on them 

il that live on the earth? Rev. vi. 10. Doth not 
i( Sion cry, The violence done to me and my jlejh be 

upon Babylon, and my blood upon thofe heavens of 

{< the nations ? And will not the Lord avenge his 

** elefl that cry unto him day and night? will he not 

i( do it fpeedily, will he not call the FOWLS OF 
4i HEAVEN to cat the>>o/KINGS and CAP- 

TAINS and great men of the earth ? Rev. xix, 
M 18. Will he not make thefe heavens like the 
V wood of the vine, not a pin to be taken off them 
i( to hang a garment on, in his whole tabernacle 

The time (hall come wherein the earth fha.ll dif- 
clofe her flain, and not the limplefl heretic, as they 
were counted, fhall have his blood unrevenged’: 
neither fhall any atonement be made for this blood, 
or expiation be allowed, whilft a toe of the image, 
or a bone of the head, is left unbroken. 

Reaf. 2.] That by his own *dfdom he may 
frame fuch a power as may belt conduce to the 
carrying on of his own kingdom among the fons 
of. men 

He hath promifed his Church, that he will give 
unto it Holy Friejls and Levites, Ifa. Ixvi. 20, 21. 
which fhall ferve at the great jeajl of tabernacles, 
Zech. xiv. 16. A fufficient demonflration that he 
will dwell if ill in his churches by his ordinances, 
whatfoever fome conceive: So alfo, that he will 

make her civil officers peace, and her exactors rzgh- 
teoufnefs, Ifa. lx. 17, 18. They fhall be fo eftabliih- 
edj that the nations, as nations, may ferve it; and’ 

C 2 * the 

* Pfal. ii. 9, 10, it, 12. Rev. xxvii. 14* Matth.xvyi.23. 
1 Cor. xi. 26. Eph. iv. ir, 12, 13. 1 I’im. vi. 13, 14, PfaL 
xLv 6. Ifa. xliv. 7>.23. 
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the kingdoms of the world, Jhall become the king¬ 

doms of our Lord, Rev. xi. 15. 
For the prefent, the government of the nations, 

(as many of them as are concerned therein) is 
purely framed for the intereft of antichrid. No 
kind of government in Europe, or line of gover¬ 
nors lb ancient, but that the bead is as old as 
they, and had a great influence into their CON¬ 
STITUTION or ESTABLISHMENT, to pro¬ 
vide that it might be for his own interefl. 

I believe it will be found a difficult talk, to 
name any of the kingdoms of Europe, (excepting 
only that remotefl northward) in the fetting up 
and eftahliihment whereof, either as to perfons or 
government* the Pope hath not exprefsly bargain¬ 
ed for his own interefl, and provided that that 
fhould have the chiefefl place in all the oaths and 
bends that were between princes and people. 

Bellarmine, to prove that the Pope hath a tem¬ 
poral power indirectly over all kings and nations, 
(if he mean by indirectly, gotten by indirect mean£, 
it ir, a&ually true, as to too many of them) gives 
Landry indances in mod of the mod eminent na¬ 
tions in Europe, howr he hath aClually exercifed 
fuch a power for his own intered. 

There have been two mod famous and remark¬ 
able changes of the government of thefe nations, 
and into both of them what an influence the Pope 
had is eafily difcernable. 

The fird was between the years 4 and 500 after 
Chrid, 2 Theft'. ii. 6, 7. when the Roman empire 
of the wed, that which with-held the man of fin 

from aCling his part to the life, was fhivered to 
pieces by many barbarous nations, Dan. ii. 41., 
who fettling themfelves in the fruitful foils of 
Europe, began to plant their heavens and lay the 

foundations of their earth, growing up into civil 
dates , for the mod part appointing them to be 

their 
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their kings in' peace, who had been their leaders 
in war. 

This furious inundation fettled the Franchesin 
Gall, the Saxons in England, the Well Goths in. 
Spain, the Eaft Goths and Longobards into Italy, 
and fet up the Almans in Germany; from fome 
whereof, though for divers years the papal world 
was exceedingly tormented, and Rome itfelf lack¬ 
ed ; yet in thevclofe and making, up of their go¬ 
vernments, changing their manners and religion, 
they all fubmitted to the ufurpation of the man of 
fm. Rev. xvii. 13.' So that in all their windings 
up, their was a falve for him and his authority. 

The fecond great alteration took up a long fpace, 
and was in action about 300 j*ears, reckoning it 
from the tranflation of the French crown, from 
Childerec the IV. unto Pepin and his foil Charles,, 
by papal authority, unto the conqueft of England 
by the Normans; in which fpace, the line of Charles 
in France was again, by the fame authority, and 
the power of Hugh Capet cut off; no ftate in Eu¬ 
rope, the choice patrimony of the bead, that did 
not receive a lignal alteration in this fpace; nor was 
there any alteration, but that the Pope had a hand 
in every one of them; and, either by pretended 
collations of right, to pacify the confciences of blood- 
thirfiy potentates,, in the undertaking and pur- 
fuing their unjuft conquefts, or foolifti mitred con¬ 

firmations of Jword purchajes, he got them all fra- 
' med to his own end and purpofe, which was to 

bring all thefe nations into fubjection to his Ba- 
bylonifti ufurpations ; which their kings finding 
no way inconfiftent with their own defigns, did 
willingly promote, labouring to enforce all conici- 
ences into fubjection to the Roman fee. 

Hence it is, as I obfervcd before, that fuch an 
interpolition was made of the rights 6f holy 
church that is, Babylon, the .mother of fornica- 

t C 3 J ' tionsj 
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lions, Rev. xiii, 15, 16. in all the tics, oal’lis, 
and bonds between princes and people, and for. 
the advancement of the righteous judgments of 
God, that the fons of men may learn to fear and 
tremble before him. It may be obferved, that that 
which doth and fhall ftick upon potentates to their 
ruin, is not fo much their own or any other inte-' 
reft, as the very dregs of this papal antichriftian 
intereft, thrull into their oaths and obligations, 
for no end in the world, but to keep the Lord Je- “ 
fus out of his throne, a TheftVii. 11. 

This is a fecond reafon, why the Lord Jefus, by 
his mighty power, at the bringing in of his im¬ 
moveable kingdom, will Jljale the heavens and the 

earth of the nations ,• even becaufe, in their prefent 
conftitution, they are diredftly framed to the inte¬ 
reft of antichrift, whibh, by notable advantages at 
their firft moulding, and continued infinnations e- 
ver ftnee, hath fo rivetted itfelf into the very 
fundamentals of them, that, no digging or mining, 
without an earthquake, will call up the foundation 
Hones thereof. The Lord Jefus then having pro- 
mifed the fervice of the nations to his church, 
will fo far open their whole frame to the roots, as 
to pluck out all the curfed feeds of the myftery of 

iniquity, which, by the craft of Satan, and exigent 
cies of ftate, or methods of advancing the pride 
and power of fome fons of blood, have been fown 
among them. 

Reaf. 3. ) Becaufe as is their intereft, fo is their 
aftihg. The prefent power of the nations ftands 
in dire£t oppofttion to the bringing in of the king¬ 
dom of Chrift. Two things there are which con- 
fefledly are incumbent on him in this day of his 
advancement. 

1. The bringing home of his ancient people, to 
be one fold with the fulnefs of the Gentiles ; rai¬ 
ling up the tabernacle of David, and building it as 
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in days of old, John x. 16. Ifa. xxxvii. 31.. Jen 
xxx. 9. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. chap, xxxvii.- 24, 25. 
Hof. iii. 5. Amos ix. 11. in the accomplilhment 
of innumerable p.romifes, and anfwer to millions 
of prayers put up at the throne of grace, for this 
very glory in all generations. Now there be two 
main hindrances of this work, that mull be remo¬ 
ved : The firft whereof is, 

1. Real: 1 he Great River Euphrates, the ftrength 
and fullnefs of whofe it reams doth yet rage fo 
high that there is no paflage for the kings of the 
Ealt to come over ; Exod. xiv. 21, 22. Jofh iii. 
15, 16. Hab. iii. 8. wherefore this milit be dried 
up as other wraters were for their forefathers in 
days of old. Rev. xvi. 12. Doubtlefs this is fpo- 
ken in allulion to Abraham'’s coming over that ri¬ 
ver into Canaan, when the church of God in his 
family was there to be erected; whence he was cab¬ 
led the Hebrew ; that is, the paffenger, to wit, over 
that river, Gen. xiv. 43. and then it may well e- 
nough denote the Eurhijh power, which, proud as 
it is at this day, polTeffing in peace all thofe re¬ 
gions of thqrEaft, yet God can quickly make it wi¬ 
ther and be dried up: Or, to the deliverance of 
the Jews from Babylon, when it was taken and 
dehroyed by the drying up of the dreams of that 
river, and fo the yoke of her tyranny broken from 
the church’s neck, Jer. li. 31, 32. and fo it can be 
no other but the power of the Romifh Babylon, 
fupported by the kings of the nations, which mult 
therefore be lhaken and dried up. 

2. Moral: Or the idolatry of the Gentile wor- 
lhippers. The jews hick hard as yet at this, that 
God fhould abolilh any kind of worlhip which 
himfelf had once inftituted, Rev. ix. 2. But that he 
fhould ever accept any falfe worlhip, which he had 
once hri&ly prohibited, and no where to this day 
appointed, to this they will never be reconciled, 

Novy 



32 THE SHAKING AND TRANSLATING 

Now, fuch is all the invented idolatrous worflnp* 
which the kings of the earth'have fucked in, from, 
the cup of fornication held out to them in the 
hand, and by the authority of the Roman whore ; 

this kill they cleave clofe unto, and will not hear¬ 
ken to the angel preaching the everlajling gofpel, that 

men Jhoidd worjhip 'him who made the heavens, and 

the earthy and the fe a, and the fountains of waters. 

Rev. xiii. 6, 7. that is, the God of- heaven in Jefus 
Chrifr, in oppofition to all their Iconolatry, sdrto- 

latry, Idagiolatry, 'Staurolatry, and Mafs-aho?nina- 
iibns. This then mull alfo be removed ; and be- 
caufe, as you faw before, it is fo rivstted and ce¬ 
mented into, and with all the orbs of the nations 
heaven and earth, they mnft be fhaken, and brought 
uV before it can be effected. 

2. The fecond thing he hath to accomplifh is, 
the tremendous total deflrudlion of Babylon, PfaL 
cxxxvii-. 8, 9. Jfa, xlvii. 7, 8, 9,. the man of fin 
and all his adherents, that are not obedient to the 
heavenly call, Rev. xviii. 4. Jer. li, 25, 26. Rev. 
xvii. 1, 2. Zech. ii. 7. Jer. li. 6. Jud. xvi. 28, 29. 
Nov/, as Sampfon, intending the deif ruedion of the 
princes, lords, and relidue of the Phililtines, who 
were gathered together in their idol temple, he 
effected it by pulling away the pillars whereby 
the building was fupported, whereupon the whole 
frame topled to the ground : So the Lord, intend¬ 
ing the ruin of that mighty power, whofe top 
feerns to reach to heaven, will do it by pulling a- 
way the pillars and fupporters of it; after wThich 
it cannot hand one moment. Now, what are the 
pillars of that fatal building ? Are they not the 
powers of the world, as at prefent ftated and fra¬ 
med ? pull them away, and, alas ! what is anti- 
chrift ? It is the glory of the kings put upon her? 
that makes mens eyes fo dazzle on the Roman harm 

lot, Otherwise fhe is but like the Egyptian dei. 
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ties, whofe filly worffiippers, through many glo¬ 
rious portals and frontifpieces, were led to adore 
the image of an ugly ape.. 

Add hereunto, that in this mighty work, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift will make ufe of the power of 
the nations, the horns of them that is, their 
ftrength, Rev. xvii., 16. they muft hate the whore 
and make her defolate and naked, and eat her fleih 
and burn her with fire. Now, whether this can 
be accomplilhed or no in their prefent pofture, is 
eafily difcernable. Doth not the papal interefl lie 
at the bottom of ali, or the moll ruling lines of 
Chrifiendom ? Can that be ejected, without un¬ 
bottoming their own dominion ? do they not ufe 
the efficacy of the Roman jurifdiStion, to balance 
the powers of their adverfaries abroad, and to awe 
their fubje&s at home ? Hath not the Pope a confi- 
derable ftrength in every one of their own bofoms ? 
Are not the locufts of their religious orders, all 
fworn flaves to him, for number fufficient to 
make an army to fight the greateil emperor in the 
world ? Are not molt potentates lied by oath, or 
other compact, to maintain either the whole, or 
fome part of the old tower, under the name of 
rights of holy church, prelates, and the like? And 
can any expect that fuch as thefe fliould take up 
the defpifed quarrel of the faints, agairifi that 
•flourifhing Queen ? doubtlefs, no fuch fruit will 
grow on thefe trees before they are thouroughly 
fhaken. 

Rectf. d.] That his own people, feeing.all earth¬ 
ly things fhaken and removing, may be raifed up 
to the laying hold of that durable kingdom that 
fhall not be removed, Heb. xii. 28. All carnal 
interefts will doubtlefs be fhaken with that of 
Babylon, 2 Cor iv. 18. Many of God’s people are 
not yet weaned from .the things (hat are feen ; no 
fooner is, one carnal form fhaken out, but they ars 

ready 
u/-. 
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ready to cleave to another; yea, to warm them- 
■ elves in the feathered nefls of unclean birds. All- 
ileOily dominions within doors, and all civil do¬ 
minion that oppofeth without doors, fhall be 
fhaken. Now, thefe things are fo glued alfo to 
mens earthly polTellions, the talons of the birds of 
prey having firmly feized on them, that they* alfo 
mult be fhaken with them ; and therefore, from 
them alfo will he have us to be loofed, 2 Pet. iii. 

* ver. 12,13. 
And thefe are fome of the reafons of the pofi- 

tion laid down, which is fo bottomed, fo proved,, 
as you have heard. Of the fpeedy accomplifhruent 
of all this, I no way doubt. I believe and there¬ 

fore I have fpoken. Whether I fhall fee any far¬ 
ther perfection of this work whilfl I am here be¬ 
low, T am no way folicitous ; being allured, that 
if I fail of it here, I fhall, through the grace of 
him who loved us and gave himfeif for us, meet 
with the treafures of it elfewhere. Come we to 
the ufes. . ; 

Ufe 1.] The rife of our firfl Ufe I fhall take 
from that of the prophet; Who is wife, and he /hall 

tenderfand thefe things ? prudent, and he fhall know 

them l for the wavs oj the Lord are- right, and the 

full frail walk in them : but the tranfgrejfors frail 

fall therein, Hof. xiv. 0. Labour for this heaven¬ 
ly wifdom and prudence, thdt we may know thefe 
things, and be acquainted with the mind and wilt 
of God, in the feafon and generation wherein we 
live. His way is not fo in the dark, nor his foot- 
ileps in the deep, but that we may perceive what 
he is about. 

Luke xii. 54, 55, 56. our Saviour gives it in 
as a fure teftimony of the Pharjfees hypocrify, not- 
withflanding all their pretences and pofleflioa of 
Mofes’s chair, that they were wife in earthly 
things, and had drawn out experiences by long ob- 

fervation 
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fervttion of what was like to come to pafs as to 
the weather, by conlidering the ordinary ligns of 
the alterations thereof; but notwithftanding that 
mighty effectual concurrence of ligns in heaven 
and earth, with the accomplilhitient of prophecies, 
all pointing to the inftant eftablilhment of the 
kingdom of God in the coming of the McJJiah, not 
difeerning them at all, they come and cry, if thou 

be the Chriji, give us a fign ; when, without fatis- 
fying their linful curiofity, heaven and earth was 
full of figns round about them. 

Men who will not receive God’s Jigns fuppofe 
they Ihould be wonderful proficients in.credulity, 
might they have ligns of their own fancying. The 
rich glutton thought, that if his way of teaching 
might have been fet up, by men rijing from the 

dead, there would have been a world of converts, 
more chan were made by the preaching of the word 
of God. Men fuppofe, that if God Ihould now from 
heaven give in fome dilcriminating prodigy. Oh, 
how abundantly Ihould they be fatislied i The 
truth is, the fame lull and corruption that makes 
them dilbelieve God’s ligns, moves them to look 
after ligns of their own. 

For this very thing then, were the Pharifees 
branded as hypocrites, that having wifdom in na¬ 
tural things, to calculate and prognollicate from 
necelfary figns ; yet in the works of the Lord, 
though the ligns which in his wifdom he was plea- 
fed to give were plentiful round about them, yet 
they mud have fome of their own chufing. I 
pray God none fuch be found in our day. 

I Chron. xii. 32. It is faid of the men of If~ 

fachar that they had undsrjlanding of the times, to 

know what Ifrael ought to do. ' Ifrael is in the 
dark, and knows not. what to do, if the times and 
feafons be not dlfcovered to them; Ellher i. 130 1 

If the mind and will of the Lord in th?ir genera¬ 
tion*, / 
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fion, be not made out unto a people, it will be 
their ruin. 

Hence it is, that the Lord encourageth us to 
make enquiry after thefe things ; to find out the 
feafons wherein he will do any great'work for his 
people, knowing, that without this, we lhall be al¬ 
together ufelefs in the generation wherein we live,. 
Ifa. xlv. 11. j4Jk me of things to come, concern- 
ing my Jons, and concerning the works of my hands, 

, command yon me. 

And what is this that the Lord will have his 
people to enquire of him about ? even the great 
vrork of the ruin of Babylon, and reftoration of his 
church, which yet was not to be accomplifhed for 
240 years. And this he tells you plainly in the 
following verfes. 

I have raifed him up (Cyrus) in righteoufntfs^I 

will dire hi his ways, he Jhall build my cities, and he 

Jhall let go my captives, not for price norfor reward, 
faith the Lord- ofhojts, ver. 13. 

The Lord is earned; with his people, to enquire 
into the feafon of the accomplifhment of his great 
intendments for the good of his Church, when as 
yet they are afar off; how much more when they 
are nigh at hand, even at the doors ! Whofo is 
wife, and will ponder thefe things, they f?all under - 
/land the loving kindnefs of the Lord, Pfal. cvih ult. 

D an.ix. 2. The prophet tells you, that this was 
his great ffudy, and at length he underfiood, by 
books, the approach of the‘time wherein God 
would deliver his church from Babylonifh capti¬ 
vity and pollution : Now, this difcovery hath two 
or three notable products. 

1. It puts him upon earned {applications for 
the acccmplifiiment of their promifed deliverance 
in the appointed feafon. Wide from that atheifii- 
cal frame of fpirit, which would have a predeter¬ 
mination, of events and fucceffes, to eradicate all 

1 c&re 
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care, anc\ endeavour to ferve that providence which 
will .produce their acconipliftiment. A difcovery 
of the approach of any promifed and before-fixed 
work of God, fliould fettle our minds to the ut- 
moft endeavour of helping the decree to bring 
forth. 

2. He finds great acceptation in this his addrefs 
' to the Lord, by fupplications, for the eftablifhing of 
that work which he had difcovered was nigh at 
hand: For, 

1. An anfwer is returned him fully to his whole 
defire, in ,the midfi of his f«pplication§, ver. 21. 
Whiljl I xvas praying, the man Gabriel came, &c. 

2. The work which he had difcovered to be ap¬ 
proaching, was inftantly haftened and gone in hand 
withal, ver. 23. At the beginning of thy /applica¬ 

tions the commandment came forth. Oh, that God 
would ftir up his faints in the fpirit of Daniel, to 
corifider, and underhand by books, the time that 
he hath appointed for the deliverance of his peo¬ 
ple, that,^fixing their fupplications for the fpeed* 
ing thereof, the commandment may come forth fol¬ 
ks full accomplishment! 

3. Having attained this, the Lord gives him 
frefii difeoveries, new light, of the time for the 
birth of the Meffiah, which he thought not of, 
prayed not for : Seventy weeks are determined, &c. 
ver. 24. So delighted is the Lord with his peo¬ 
ples diligent inquiry into his ways and walkings 
towards them, that thereupon he appears unto them 

* in the revelation of his mind, beyond all they did 
expe£t or defire. 

Now all this have I fpoken, to ftir you up unto 
that, whereunto at the entrance of this ufe you 
were exhorted; that you would labour for that 
fpiritual wifdom and prudence, which may acquaint 

' your hearts, at leaft in fome meafur®, with the 
mind and will of God, concerning his work in the 

D generation 
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generation wherein you live. And farther to 
provoke you hereunto, know, that you cannot but 
wander, as in many other, fo elpecially in four fin- 
ful things: 

j. S'inful cares. 

2. Sinful fears. 
3. Sinful follies. 

4. Sinful negligence. 

I. Sinful cares. i\nxious and dubious thoughts 
about fuch things as perhaps the Lord intends ut¬ 
terly to defiroy, or at lead render ufelefs. Had it 
not been the greated folty in the world for Noah 
and his fens, when the Hood was approaching to 
fweep away the creatures from the face of the earth, 
Gen. vi. 13. to have been folicitous about flocks 
and herds that were fpeedily to be deflroyed? Ma¬ 
ny mens thoughts, at this day, do even devour 
them about inch things, as, if they knew the feafo7?y 

would be contemptible unto them. WouldA thou 
labour for honour, if thou knewed that God, at 
this time, were labouring to lay all the honout of 

the earth in the dtf? lia. xxiii. 9. CouldA thou 
fet thy heart upon the increafe of riches, wert thou 
acquainted that God intends indantly to make fil¬ 

ler as fones, and cedars as fycamores ? 1 Kings x. 
•if though not for plenty, yet for value. Would 
men be fo exceedingly folicitous about this or that 
form of religion, this or that power, to fupprefs 
fuch or fuch aperfuafion, if they knew that the Lord 
would fuddenly fill the earth with his knowledge, as 

the waters cover the fea? Hab. ii. 14. Should our 
fpirits link for fear of this or that perfect!ter or 
oppreflbr, were it difcovered unto us, that in a 
ihort time nothing feall hurt or def ray in the whole 

mountain of the Lord? ]fa. lxv. 25. Should we 
tremble at the force and power of this or that grow¬ 
ing monarchy giving its power to the bead, had 
God revealed unto us, that he is going to fhake it 

until 
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unfril it be tranflated ? Certain it is, that the root 
of all the finful cares. Which fornetimes are ready 
to devour the hearts of God’s people, is this, un- 
acquaintednefs with the work: and mind of the 
Lord. 

2. Sinfulfears; Luke xxi. 28. Our Saviour, ha¬ 
ving told his difciples of wars, tumults, feditions, 
famines, earthquakes, \£c. which were to come 
upon the earth, bids them, when they fee thefe 
things, to lift up their heads for joy. But how 
lliould this be ? Rejoice, in the midft of fo many 
evils and troubles, in the molt whereof they were 
to have a Benjamin's mefs, a double portion! Yea, 
faith our Saviour, rejoice, for I have told you be¬ 
fore, that then it is your deliverance and redemp¬ 
tion draweth nigh. It is for them to {hake and 
tremble who are in the dark, who know not what 
the Lord is doing. They may be at their wits 
end, who know no other end of thefe things : But 
for you, who know the mind of the Lord, what he 
intendeth and will effect by thefe things, call off 
all finful fears, and rejoice in him who cometh. ' 

Among(l us, in there days, new troubles arife, 
wars, and rumours of wars, appearances of famine, 
invaflons, confpiracies, revolts, treacheries, fword, 
blood. Oh, haw do mens faces wax pale, and their 
heaits die within them ! fornetimes, with David, 
they could fly to the Philiftines, and wind up their 
in ter eft with them whom God will deftroy. Eve¬ 
ry new appearance of danger fhuflles them off from 
all their comforts, all their confidence. Hence - 
poor fouls are put upon doubling and fluffing in the 
ways of God, in fuch a frame as God exceedingly 
abhors : They know not why any mercy is given, 
nor to what end, and therefore are afraid to own 
it, left fome fudden alteration {hould follow, and 
make it too hot for them to hold it 9 and all this, 
becaufe they know not the mind of the Lord, nor 

D 2 the 
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the judgment of their God; were they but ac¬ 
quainted with it, fo far as it is evidently revealed, 
they would quickly fee all things woiking toge¬ 
ther to the appointed end. 

3. Sinful follies. Toil and labour in vain, is of 
all follies the greateft folly; like the Jew's under 
Julian, building of their temple in tiie day, God 
calling it to the ground in the night. When a man 
labours, toils, wearies and fpends himleif, for the 
accomplilhiiig of that which ihall never come to 
pafs, and that, which if he would but enquire, he 
might know fhall never come to pafs, he cannot 
well, want the livery of a hruti/Jj man. How ma¬ 
ny poor creatures that think thAifelves wifer than 
thofe of Teraon and Dedan, and all the children of 
the Hall, do fpend and confume their days and time 
in iuch ways as this, labouring night and day to fet 

•up what God will pull down, and what he hath 
faid fhall fall. Come ont let us deal wifely, faith 
Phaiaoh to his Egyptians, Exod. i. 10. to root 
out and defiroy thefe Ifraelites. Poor fool! is there 
any wiidom or counfei againfl the Mod High ? X 
could give inftances plenty in thefe days, of men 
labouring in the dark, not knowing what they are 
doing, endeavouring with all their llrength to ac- 
eomplifli that whereof the Lord hath faid, It fhall 

not prof per ; and all, becaufe they difcern not the 
feafon. 

4. Sinful negligence. You are no way able' to do 
the woijk of God in your generation. It is the 
commendation of many faints of God, that they 
were upright, and ferved the will of God in their 

generation, Belides the general duties of the co¬ 
venant, incumbent on ajl the faints at all feafons, 
there are fpecial works of providence, which in 
fundry generations the Lord efie&eth, concerning 
which he expefls his people fhould know his mind, 
and ferve him in them. Now, can a fervant do 
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his mailer’s work, if he know not his will ? The 
Lord requireth, that, in the great things which he 
hath to accomplilh in this generation all his fhould 
clofe with him. What is the reafon that fome 
hand in the market-place idle all the day ? Some 
work for a feafon, and then give over, they know 
not how to go a ftep farther; but after a day, a week, 
a month, or year, are at a hand ? Worfe than all 
this, fome counter-work the Lord with all their 
ftrength. The mod: negleft the duty which of 
them is required. What is the reafon of all this? 
They know in no meafure what the Lord is do¬ 
ing, and what he would have them apply them- 
felves unto. The befl aimed live from hand to 
month, following prefent appearances, to the great 
neglect of the work which the Lord would have 
haftened amongft us : Ail this comes from the 
fame root. 

[uejl. But now, if all thefe fad and {inful confe- 
quences attend this nefcience of the mind of God, 
as to the things which he is doing in the days 
wherein we live, fo far as he hath revealed himfelf, 
and requires us to obferve his walkings; by what 
ways and means may we come to the knowledge 
thereof, thac we be not fin fully bewildered in our 
own cares,. fears, and follies, out that we may fol¬ 
low hard after God, and be upright in our gene¬ 
ration ? 

AnJ\ There be four things whereby we may 
come to have an infght into the work which the 
Lord will do and accomplilh in our days : 

1. By the light which he gives. 

2. By the previous works which he cloth. 

3. 'The expectation of his fdirts. 

a. fhe fear of his a dv erf tries. 

1. By the light which he gives. God doth not 
ufe to fet his people to work in tfhe dark; they are 
the children f light} and they are no deeds of dark - 

JD 3 nf 
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nefs which they have to do. However others are 
blinded, they {hall fee. Yea, he always fuits their 
light to their labour, and gives them a clear dif- 
cerning of what he is about. gIhe Lord God doth 

nothing hut he reveals his Jecrets to his fervcmts. The 
light of every age, is the fore-runner of the work 
of every age. 

When Chrift was to come in the flefh, John Bap- 
till comes a little before. A new light, a new * 
preacher. And what doth he difcover and reveal? 
Why, he.calls them off from reding on legal cere¬ 
monies, to the doctrine of faith, repentance, and 
gofpel ordinances; tells them the kingdom of God 
is at hand; inftriuSls them in the knowledge of him 
who was coming. To what end was all this? only 
that the minds of men being enlightened by his 
preaching, who was a burning and a fliining lamp, 
they might fee what the Lord was doing. 

livery age hath its peculiar uork, hath its pe¬ 
culiar light. Now, what is the light which God 
manifeftly gives in our days? Surely not new doc¬ 
trines (as fome pretend), indeed old errors, and 
long lince exploded fancies. Plainly, the peculiar 
light of this generation is, that dilcovery which 
the Lord hath made to his people, of the myftery 
of civil and eccleliaflical tyranny : The opening, 
unravelling and revealing the antichriftian inte- 
reft, interwoven and coupled together in civil and 
fpiritual things, into a hate oppofite to the king¬ 
dom of the Lord jefus, is th$ great difeovery of 
thefe days. Who almoft is there amongft us now, 
who doth not evidently fee, that lor many genera¬ 
tions, the weflern nations have been juggled into 
fpiritual and civil flavery, by the legerdemairf of 
the whore, arid the potentates of the earth, made 
drunk with the cup of her abominations ? how 
the whole eafth hath been rolled in confulion, and 
the faints hurried out of the world, to give way to 

their 
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their combined intereft ? Hath not God unvailed 
that harlot, made her naked, and difcovered her 
abominable filthiriefs ? Is it not evident to him that 
hath but half an eye, that the whole prefect con- 
ftitution of the government of the nations, is fo 
cemented with antichriftian mortar from the very 
top to the bottom, that without a thorough fhaking 

they cannot be cleanfed ? This then plainly difco- 
vers, that the work which the Lord is doing, re¬ 
lates to the untwining of this clofe combination a- 
gainft himfelf, and the kingdom of his dear Son, 
and he will not leave it, until he have done it. 

To what degree in the feveral nations this fua~ 

king fhall proceed, I have nothing to determine in 
particular, the fcripture having not exprefled it 
This only is certain, it fhall not hop, nor receive 
its period, before the intereft of antichriftianity 
be wholly feparated from the power of thofe na* 
tions. ' 

2. By the previous works he doth. How many 
of thefe doth our Saviour give, as ligns of the de* 
ftruHion of ferufalem, and fo confequently of.pro¬ 
pagating the gofpel more and more to the nations ? 
jVlatth. xxiv. Luke xxi. How fearful and dreadful 
they were in their accomplifhment,. Jofephm, the 
Jewifti hiftorian, relateth ; and how by them the 
Chriftians were forewarned, and did by them under., 
hand what the Lord was doing, Eufebius and o- 
thers declare. When (faith hej you Jloallfee the a- 
komination of defoliation (the Ronian'eagles and en- 
hgns) Jl cm difig in the holy place, Matth. xxiv. 15. 
or, Jenfalem compaffed with armies, as Luke xxi. 
20. then know by that, that the end thereof is 
come, and your deliverance at hand. 

The works of God are to be fought out of them 
that have pleafure in them; They are vocal, fpeak^ 
ing works, the mind of God is in them: they may 
be heard, read, and underftood; the road may he 

I heard? 
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heard, and who hath appointed it. Now^ generally 
he begins with Idler works, to point out to the 
fens of men what he is about to accomplilh. By 
thefe may his will be known, that he may be met 
in rmhteoufnefs. 

* Now what, I pray, are the works that the Lord 
'is bringing forth upon the earth ? what is he do¬ 
ing in our own and the neighbour nations ? Shew 
me the potentate upon earth, that hath a peaceable 
mole-hill, to build himfelf an habitation upon ? 
Are not all the controverlies, or the moll of them, 
that at this day are difputed in letters of blood a- 
mong the nations, fomewhat of a diftind conftitu- 
tion from tliofe formerly under debate ? thole 
tending merely to the power and fplendour of Tingle 
perfons, thefe to the intereft of the many. Is not 
the hand of the Lord in all this? Are not the Jha- 

king of thefe heavens of tke nations from him ? Js 
not the voice of Chrift in the midft of all this tu¬ 
mult ? and is not the genuine tendence of thefe 
things open and vifible unto all ? 

What fpeedy ilTue all this will be driven to, I 
know not; fo much is to be done as requires a 
long fpace. Tlrough a tower may be pulled down 
fafter than it was fet up, yet that which hath been 
building a thoufand years, is not like to go down in 
a thoufand days. 

3. The expedition of the faints, is another thing 
from whence a difeovery of the will of God, and 
the work of our generation, may be concluded. 
The fecret ways of God’s communicating his mind 
unto his faints, by a frelh favour of accomplilhing 
prophecies, and ftrong workings of the Spirit of 
fupplications, I cannot now inlift upon. This I 
know, they lhall not be led into temptation, but 
kept from the hour thereof \ when it comes upon 
the whole earth. When God raifeth up the ex¬ 
pectation of his people to any thing, lie is not unto 

them 
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them as water's that fail. Nay, he will affu redly 
fulfil the defires of the poor. 

Juft about the time that our Saviour Chrift was 
to be born of a woman, Luke iii. 15. how were 
all that waited for falvation in Ifrael, raifed up to 
an high expectation of the kingdom of God ! fuch 
as that people never had before, and affpredly .fhall 
never have again. Yea, famous, was the waiting 
of that feafon throughout the whole Roman empire. 

And the Lord, whom they fought, came to his tem¬ 

ple. . Eminent was their hope, and excellent was 
the accompliIbineUt. 

Whether this will'be made a rule-to others, or 
no, I know not: This I am afiured, that, being- 
bottomed on promifes, and built up with ['applica¬ 
tions, it is a ground for them to reft upon. And 
here I dare appeal to all, who with any diligence 
have enquired into the tilings of the kingdom cf 
Chrift, that have any favour upon their spirits of 
the accomplishment of prophecies and promifes in 
the latter days, who count themfelves concerned 
in trie glory of the gofpel, whether this thing, * of 
confirming the rnyjiery of iniquity, and vindicating 
the Churches of Ghrift, into the liberties purcha- 
fed for them by the Lord Jefus, by the faking and. 

tranjlaiiug all oppoung heights and heavens, be 
not fully in their expectations. Only the time is 
in the hand of God ; and the rule of our adtings 
with him is his revealed will. 

4. Whether the fears of his adverfaries, have not 
their lines meeting in the fame point, themfelves 
can beft determine. The whole world was more 
or lefs dreaded at the coming of Chrift in the fleftu 
When alfo the ligns of his vengeance did ftrft ap¬ 
pear to the Pagan world, in calling to an account 
for the blood of his faints, the kings and captains 
prefent cry out, Lhe great day of his wrath is 

come, and who fhall he able to. f and l Rev. vi. 17* 
. - I am 
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I am not of counfel to any of the adherents to 
the man of fin, or any of thofe who have given 
their power unto the bead ; I have not a key to 
the bofoms of the enemies of Chrift; l am neither 
their interpreter, nor do they allow me to fpeak 
in their behalf: yet truly, upon very many pro¬ 
bable grounds, I am fully perfuaded, that were 
the thoughts of their hearts difclofed, notwithdand- 
ing all their glittering ihews, dreadful words, 
threatening expreffions, you Ihould fee them trem¬ 
ble and dread this very thing:——u That the 
whole world, as now edablilhed, will be wrapped 
up in darknefsj at lead until that curfed intered, 
which is fet up again# the Lord Jefus, be fully 
and wholly /taken out from the heavens and earth 
of the nations.” 

And thus, without leading you about by chro¬ 
nologies and computations, which yet have their 
life, (well to count a number being wifdom indeed) 
i have a little difcovered unto you fome rulest 
whereby you may come to be acquainted with the 
work of God in the days wherein we live and al- 
fo what that work is, which is our fir 11 Uje. The 
next {hall be for direction, to guide you what you ' 
ought to do, when you know what is the woik of 
your generation. 

Uje 2.] Be exhorted to prepare to meet the Lord, 
to make his way ftraight: And this I would prefs 
difiindcly. 

1. As to your per fans* 
2. As to your- employments. 

i. As to your per/ans. Give the Lord Jefus a 
throne in your hearts, or it will not be at all to 
your advantage, that he hath a throne and king¬ 
dom in the world. Perhaps you will fee the plen¬ 
ty of it, but not tade one morfel. Take fil'd that 
which comes not by cb/ervation, that which is with¬ 
in you? which is rightcoufuAs and peace t and joy in 
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't/se Holy G/joJI. Take it in its power, and you 
will be the better enabled to obferve it coming in 
its glory. Seek JirJl the kingdom of God, and the 

rightecufne/s thereof and all thefe things fall he 

added unto you. Oh, that it were the will of God 
to put an end to all that pretended holinefs, hypo- 
criticalhumiYiationfelf-mterefed religion that have 
been among us, whereby we have flattered God 
with our lips, whilfl: our hearts have been far 
from him ! Oh that it might be the glory of this 
aflembly, above all the aflemblies of the world, 
that every ruler in it might be a flncere fubjedt of 
the Lord Jefus ! Oh, that it might fuffice that we 
have had in our parliament, and among our mi- 
nifters, fo much of the form and fo little of the 
power of godlinefs ; that we have called the world 
Chrill, and lulls Chrifl, and felf Chrill, working 
indeed for them, when we pretended all for Chrill! 
Oh, that I could nourilh this one contention- in 
your honourable aflfembly, that you might llrive 
who Ihould excel in fetting up the Lord Jefus in 
your hearts ! 

\ 

You may be apt to think, that if you can carry 
on and compafs your purpofes, then all your ene¬ 
mies will be alfuredly difappointed: do but em¬ 
brace the Lord Jefus in his kingly power in your 
bofoms ; and, ipfofcifio, all your enemies are ever¬ 
lastingly difappointed: You are the grains, which, 
in the lifting of the nation, hav.e been kept from 
falling to the ground. Are you not the relidue of 
all the chariots of England? Oh, that in you 
might appear the reality of the kingdom of the 
Lord Jefus, which hath been fo long pretended by 
others ! that found righteoulhefs, not a Pharifai- 
cal, rigid fupcrcilious afledlation, nor a carelefs 

- belief and comportment, the ifl’ue of novel fancies, 
might be found upon your fpirits ; that you may 
be thought meet to rejoice with the Lord in his 

kingdom i 
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kingdom ! otherwife, this day of the Lord, which 
we have defcribed, however defired and longed af¬ 
ter, will be darkncfs to you, and not light. 

2. In reference to your great employments,where- - 
unto the Lord hath called you; and here I {hall 
briefly hold out unto you one or two things. 

1. That you would ferioufly confider, why it is 
that the Lord {hakes the heavens and the earth of 
the nations, to what e?id this tendetb, and what is the 
caufe thereof. Is it not from hence, that he may 
revenge their oppofition to ,the kingdom of his 
dear Son ? That he may Jlsake out of the midft of 
them all that antichrlftian mortar, wherewith, from 
their fir ft chaos, they have been cemented ? that 
fo the kingdoms of the earth, may become^the 
kingdoms of the Lord Jefus. Is not the contro¬ 
versy of Sion pleaded with them ? Are not they 
called to an account for the tranfgreffion of that 
charge given to all potentates, 'Touch not mine An- 

nointed J And what is the aim of the Lord Jefus 
herein, whofe mighty voice {hakes them ? Is it 
not to frame and form them for the intereft of his 
own kingdom ? that he may fulfil the word he 
hath fpokeri to Szcn, I will make thine o fficers peace, 
and thine exactors righteoufnefs ? 

Confider then (I pray) wThat jmu have in hand. 
Wait upon your king, the Lord Chrift, to know his 
mind. If you lay any Hone in the whoie^ build¬ 
ing that advanceth itfelf againft his feeptre, he will 
frjake all again. Dig you never fo deep, build you 
never fo high, it {hall be ftiaken. Nay, that there 
be no oppofition will not fuffice : He hath given 
light enough to have all things framed for his own 
advantage.. The time is come,"yea the full time 
is come, that it iliould be fo, and he expecls it 
from you. Say not, in the firft place, this, or 
that fuits the intereft of England, but lock what 

fuits 
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fa its the Entered of Chri-fl; and affure yourfelves, 
that the true intered of any nation is wrapped up 
therein.- More of this in the treatife annexed to 
my fermion, Jan. 31. 

2. Be encouraged under all tho.Ce perplexities 
and troubles, which you are, or may be wrapped 
up in. Lift up the hands that hang down, and let 
the feeble knees be drengthened : It is hut yet a 

little while, and he that Jhall come will come, and 

will not tarry. The more you are for Chrid, the 
more enemies you fhall be fure to have ; bat the 
Lamb lhall overcome. He is to come to revenge 
the blood of his flam upon this generation, and to 
free the refulue from the jaws of the terrible. He 

is our Rocky and his work is perfect. What lie hath 
begun, fa flee or flower, he will iurely aceom- 
plilh. 

It is a thing of the mod imaginably indiderency, 
whether any of our particular peribns behold thefe 
things here below, or no: If otherwife, we fnall 
for the prefent have rejl with hwiy and Jland in our 

lot at the end of the days: But for the work itfelf, 
the decree is gone forth, and it fliall not be recal¬ 
led; receive ftrength and refrefhment in the Lord. 

Ufe 3.] Wonder n«t, when the heaven is /hakeny 

if you fee the dars fall to the ground. We had 
fome who pretended to be church Jlarsf that were 
merely fixed, to all men’s view, and by their own 
confediojly in the political heavens. The firft'llia™ 
king of this nation fhook them utterly to the 
ground. If others alio tremble like an afpeu-leaT, 
and know not which wind to yield unto, or fail, 
backwards and forwards by the fame gale, won¬ 
der not at that neither: When men lay any other 
foundation than the immoveable Corner-done, at 
one time or other, fooner or later, affuredly they 
will be fhaken. 

Ufe 4.] Let the profiling people that are a- 
E. mongft 
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mongd us look well to themfelves; the clay is co¬ 
ming that will burn like cat oven. Drofs will not en¬ 
dure that day ; we have many an hypocrite as yet 
to be uncafed. Take heed, you that act high, if a 
falfe heart, a defiled heart be amongft you ; there 
lhall be no place for it in the mountain of 'the 
Lord’s houfe. Y'he inhabitants of Sion fball be all 

righteous, Ifa. lx. 21. Many that make a great 
fhew now upon the ftage, lhall be turned off with 
Ihanie enough : Try and fearch your hearts, force 
not the Lord to lay you open to all. The Spirit 

of judgment and burning will try you. Tremble, l 
pray, for you are entering a molt purging, trying 
furnace as ever the Lord fet up on the earth. 

life 5.^] Be loofe from all fhaken things; you 
fee the clouds return after the rain ; one Iform in 
the neck of another. Thus it mud be, until Chrid 
hath dnilhed his whole work, Seeing that all thefe 

things mujl be difolved, what manner of perfons 

ought we to be in all manner of converfation ? Let 
your eyes be upwards, and your hearts be upwards, 
and your hands upwards, that ye be not moved at 
the palling away of lhaking things. I could here 
encourage you, by the glorious ilTue of all thefe 
ihakings, whofe fore-tade might be as marrow to 
your bones, though they Ihould be appointed to 
confumption before the accomplilhment of it: But 
I mud clofe. 

Ufe 6/] See the vanity, folly, and madnefs of 
fuch as oppofe the bringing in the kingdom of the 
Lord Jefus. Can’d thou hinder the rain from de- 
fcending upon the earth when it is falling? Can’d 
thou dop the fun from riling at its appointed hour? 
Will the conception for thee dwell quietly in the 
womb beyond its month? Surely thou ma^?d with 
far more eafe turn and dop the current and courfe 
of nature, than obdruft the bringing in of the king¬ 
dom of Chrid in righteoufnefs and peace. Whence 

comes 



OF heaven and earth. in¬ 

comes it to pafs, that fo many nations are wafted, 
deftroyed, and fpoiled, in the days wherein we live, 
that God hath taken quietnefs and peace from the 
earth? doubtlefs from hence, that they will fmite 
themfelves againft the fione cut out of the mountain 

without hands. Shall not the decree bring forth? 
Is it not in vain to fight againft the Lord ? Some 
are angry, fome troubled, fome in the dark, fome 
full of revenge : But /the truth is, whether they 
will hear or forbear, Babylon fhall fall, and all 
the glory of the earth be ftained, and the king¬ 
doms become the kingdoms of out Lord jefus 
Chrift. 

And when ye fee this, your heart Jhall rejoice, and 

your bones floalljlourifij like an herb : and the hand 

of the Lord fhall be known towards his fervants, 
and his indignation towards his enemies. 

For by fire, and by hisfword, will the Lord plead 

with all fief) ; and the flam of the Lord Jhall be 

many, Ifaiah Ixvi. 16, 
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PROPHETICAL EXTRACTS. 

GOODWIN, on Rev. xi. 13. 

p'ri. 3;?-' ' •IT*;’. :.l ‘. ;■ i>Oi.> A . ; THE main queltion is, what is meant by the 

tenth part of the city ; and what by the names 
of men ? 

I. By the tenth part of the city, I underfland—- 
fome one tenth part of Europe; which all once 
belonged to the jurifdi&ion of the city of Rome*, 
and is in this book called ten kingdoms. 

I-, By the earthquake, which is faid to be a great 
one, is meant a great concuflion or lhaking of Bates, 
political or eccleliaftical, for of either, or of both, 
it is ufed. Thus, under the lixth feal, the great 
alteration wrought in the Roman empire, when it 
turned from heathenifm to Chriftianity, brought 
about by the power of Conftantin'e, with the de« 
poling thofe heathenifh emperors, captains, \3c. 

and altering the face of the empire’s religion, is 
called an earthquake, chap. i. 6. So that the like 
mighty commotion, with an alteration of the face 
of things, either civil or ecclelialtic, lhall fall out 
in a tenth part of the city, and lhall accompany or 
ulher in this riling of the witnelfes. 

3. Now, by and through this earthquake’s fai¬ 
ling thus out in a tenth part of the city, this tenth 
part of it is fo lhaken that it falls; that is, ceafeth 
to be a part of the city, or to belong to its juvif- 
di£tion any longer ; or, which is all one, falls off, 

as we fay, from being of the number of thofe that 
give their power to the beaft.-And, as earth¬ 
quakes are from inward motions in the bowels of 

A the 
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the earth, fo this here may feem to arife from 
"within that kingdom itfelf. Whether through the 
fupreme magift rate’s beginning to hate the whore, 

as the promife is; or the people’s abominating the 
cruelty and contempt put upon the witneffes and 
their caufe ; whether, I fay, through the working 
of either, or both of thefe, I cannot determine; but 
I think through both: Fof the ruin of the city, 
unto which this at leaft is a preparation, is to be 
effected through God’s changing one of the king’s 
hearts fo to h tie the whore as to eat her JhJh, and 
burn her with fire, chap. xvii.- 

4. The effect of this earthquake, and fall of this 
tenth part of the city is, the kSWingfeven thoufarid 
of the names of men, fo it is in the original. A 
phrafe which, as thus joining names and men toge¬ 
ther, is not fo to be found in the whole book of 
God. By thefe names of men are certainly deno¬ 
ted thofe, be it interpreted of whomfoever, that 
had been the witneffes enemies, and that had the 
great agency and hand in killing them, and in fub- 
je&ing thofe nations to the power of the beak. 

Mr Medc conceives it to be cv u*lu. etvQ^aT'uv 

names of men for men of names.-Now, by men of 

names in feripture is meant men of office, title, and 
dignity, ho, Numb. xvi. 2. thofe 250 men who 
were princes of the congregation, and in Corah’s 
confpiracy eon fumed, are called men of name (fo 
in the Hebrew) ; that is, men of title and dignity. 
—Now, as in the 5 th verfe af this chapter, the 
fpiritual puniffiment of many of them for their 
enmity to the witneffes, is noted out by that fire 
which then devoured them :^8o here a civil pu- 
nifhment falls upon thefe for having thus killed 
thefe witneffes; themfelves are to be killed (haply) 
by being bereft of their names and titles which are 
to be rooted out for -ever, and condemned to per¬ 
petual forge tfulnefs. 

Thus 
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Thus Mr Mede comes to ecclefiaflical dignity 
under the papacy. And for the number 7000, it 
is an indefinite number, and put for many, as the 
ufuai manner of the fcripture is. 

Now, which of thefe ten kingdoms, or of the * 
ten ftates in Europe, and what tenth part of the 
city fhall firh have this great privilege — is not hard 
to conjecture, though it be ralhnefs peremptorily 
to determine. 

The faints and churches belonging to the king¬ 
dom of France, God hath made a wonder unto me 
in all his proceedings towards them, firft and lafL 
For it is certain, that the firit light of the gofpel, by 
that firft and fecond angel’s preaching, chap. xiv„ 
which laid the foundation of antichrift’s ruin, was 
out from among t\iem: namely, thofe of Lyons and 
other places in France. And they bore and un¬ 
derwent the great heat of that morning of perfec¬ 
tion, which was as great, if not greater, than any 
iin.ce. And belides, the churches of France have 
ever fince had as great a iliare in perfections, yea 
greater than any other churches.——May it not, 
therefore, be hoped and looked for, that tlieir kings, 
in the end, ihould be of the number of thofe kings, 
who, as you have it, chap. xvii. are to be wrought 
on to hate the whore, and to bum her with fire ? — 
And fo as that kingdom had the firft great ftroke, 
fo now it ihould have the la it great itroke in the 
ruining of Rome ! 

PETER JURJEU, 1687.-Page 264, voi. 2d. 

MARK, that the earthquake, i. e. the great al¬ 
teration of affairs in the land of the papacy, rnuft for 
that tijne happen only in the tenth part ofi the city that 

A 2 fhall 
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ihall fall: for this ihall be the effect of this earth- 
quake. - - v 

Now what is this tenth part of this city, which 
ihall /n//.2 In ray opinion, we cannot doubt that 
it is France. This kingdom is the moil coniidera- 
ble part, or piece of the ten herns, or dates, which 
once made up the great Babylonian city : it fell > 

this does net iignify, that the French Monarchy 
ihall be ruined; it may be humbled ; but, in all ap¬ 
pearance, Providence does defign a great elevation 
for her afterward. It is highly probable, that 
God Will not let go unpimiihed the horrible out- 
pages which it a£ts at this day. Afterward, it mult 
build its greatnefs upon the ruins of the papal em¬ 
pire, and enrich itfelf with the fpoils of thole who 
ihall take part with, the papacy. They who at 
this day perfecute the Protedants, know not whi¬ 
ther God is leading them : this is not the way by 
which he will lead France to the height of glory. 
If Ihe comes thither, it is becaufe ihe Ihall fhortly 
change her road. Her greatning will be no da¬ 
mage to protellant dates; on the contrary, the pro- 
tedant dates ihall be enriched with the lpoils of 
others ; and be drengthened by the fall of anti- 
chrid’s empire. This tenth part of the city fall 

fall, with refpedt to the papacy; it diall break with 
Rome, and the Roman religion. One thing is cer¬ 
tain, that the Babylonian empire ihall perilh thro’ 
the refufal of obedience by the ten kings, who had 
given their power to the leaf. The thing is al¬ 
ready come to pafs in part. The kingdoms of 
Sweden, Denmark, England, and feveral fovereign 
dates in Germany, have withdrawn themfelves 
from the jiirifdiction of the Pope. °Ihey have 

jpolled the harlot of her riches, dhey have eaten 

her flefij, i. e. feized on her benefices and revenues, 

which die had in their countries. This mud go 
on, and be fi.niihed as it is begun. The kings, who 

yet 
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yet remain under the empire of Rome, muft break 
with her, leave her folitary and defolate. 

But who muft begin this laft revolt ? It is mod 
probable, that France fhal]. Not Spain, which as 
yet is plunged in fuperftition, and is as much un¬ 
der the tyranny of the clergy as ever. Not the 
emperor, who in temporals is fubject to the Pope; 
and permits that in his ftates the archbifhop of 
Strigonium fhould teach, that the Pope can take a~ 
way the imperial crown from him. It cannot be 
any country but France, which a long time ago 
hath begun to JJjake off the yoke oj Rome. It is 
well known, how folemnly and openly war hath 
been declared againft the Pope, by a declaration of 
the king, (ratified in all the parliaments) by the 
decifions of the affembly of the French clergy, by 
a deputation againft the authority of the Pope, ma¬ 
naged in the Sorbon, folemnly, and by order of 
the court. And to heighten the affront, the thefes 
were polled up, even upon the gates of his nuntio*. 
Nothing of this kind had hitherto happened, at 
leaft in a time of peace, and unlefs the Pope had 
given occalion by his infolences. 

Belides this, fuperftition and idolatry lofe their 
credit much in France. There is a fecret party, 
though well enough known, which greatly defpi- 
feth the popular devotions, images, worlhip of 
faints, and is convinced that thefe are human in- 
ftitutions ; God is before hand preparing for this 
great work. 

To this it may be objedled, that for the laft 
hundred and fifty years, the Po'jpeVempire hath not' 
been made up of ten kings, becaufe the kings of 
England, Sweden, Denmark, lf>c. have thrown off 
liis government; and, confequently, France is not 
at this day the tenth part of the Babylonian empire; 
for it is more than a tenth part of it. But this is 
no difficulty; for we muft know, that things re~ 

A 3 tain 
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tain the names which they bore in their original, 
(without regarding the alterations which time does 
bring along.) Though at this day, there are not 
ten kingdoms under the Babylonian empire, it is, 
notwithstanding, certain, that each kingdom was 
called, and ought to be called in this prophecy, 
the. tenth part; becaufe the prophet, having defcri- 
bed this empire in its beginning, by its ten horns,. 
or ten kings, it necefiary for our clear under- 
handing, that every one of thfefe ten kings, and 
kingdoms, lb on Id be called one of the ten kings, or 
of the ten kingdoms, with refpecl to the original 
conftitution of the antichriftian empire. 

Seeing the tenth part of the city, which, muft fall^ 
is France, this gives me fome hopes, that the death 
of the two witnejfes hath a particular relation to 
this kingdom. It is the fireet, or place of this city, 
L e. the moil fair and eminent part of it. The 
ivitneffes mull remain dead upon this ifreet, and 
upon it they muft be raifed again. And as the 
death of the witneftes and their refurredlion have, 
a relation to the kingdom of France, it may well 
fall out, that we may not be far diftant from the. 
time of the refurreftion of the witnedes, feeing 
the three years and a half of their death, are ei¬ 
ther begun, or will begin fhortly. 

And in the earthquake were/lain /even thoufand , 
in the Greek it is, /even thoufand names of men3 

and not feven thoufand.men. 1 co.nfefs, that this 
feems fomewhat myfterious: in other places we. 
find not this pkrafe, nnmfs of men, put limply for 
men. Perhaps there is here a figure of grammar 
called, Hypallage cafiis, fo that names of men, are. 
put for men of name, i. e. of raifed, and. confidera^ 
ble quality, be it on the account of riches, or of. 
dignity, or of learning. But I am more inclined 
to fay, that here thefe words, names of men, mult, 
be taken in their, natural iigoification, and do in~. 

timate? 
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timate tliat the total reformtion of France, {hall 
not be made with blood(hed, nothing {hall be cle- 
ftroyed but names, fuch as are the names of Monks, 
of Carmelites, of Auguftxnes, of Dominicans, of 
Jacobins, Francifcans,Capuchmes,Jefuits,Minimes, 
and an infinite company of others, whole number 
it is not eafy to define, and which the Holy Gholt 
denotes by the number /even, which is the number 
of perfection, to fignify, that the orders of Monks- 
and Nuns, fhall periih for ever. This is an infti- 
tution fo degenerated from its fir ft original, that" 
it is become the arm of antichrift: Thefe orders 
cannot perifh, one without another. 

The kings of France at this day, do lift their 
authority fo high, that nothing can refill it. It is 
therefore probable, that every thing will bend un¬ 
der the yoke of their will, when they fhall refolve 
to break with Rome: and it feems as if the pro¬ 
vidence of God was preparing the way unto this 
thing, by the clergy’s declaration, confirmed by 
that of the king, vise. that kings depend on none in 

any thing which concerns temporals ,• and that it is 

never lawful to deny obedience to- them upon a pre* 

text of religion. For if this be once fixed, when¬ 
ever it lhall pleafe the kings of France to forfake 
the communion of Rome, (by this principle of the 
prefent bilhops) it cannot be allowed, that the peo¬ 
ple lhould rebel againft them. I look on that 
which is happened in England, as another prepa¬ 
ration unto this event: A king of a religion con¬ 
trary to that of the (late reigns peaceably ; the 
reafon is, that Providence will accuftom the fub- 
jeds to pay fubjedioh to princes who are enemies 
of the, ruling religion. 

And the remnant were of righted, - and gave glory 

■ to the God of heaven. This is the total converfon 

and reformation of the tenth part of the city, i. e> 
cf the kingdom of France, that fhall quickly follow, 

after 
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after the kings of France fhall have broken with 
the Biihop of Rome. 

Ver. 14. Fhe fecond wo is pcijl, and behold the 

third wo cojneth quickly ; namely, the fecond of the 
three woes, which had been denounced after the 
found of the fourth trumpet. And I heard an an- 
gel flying through the midfl of heaven, crying with 

a loud voice, IVo, wo, wo to the inhabitants of the 

earth, by reafon of the other voices of the trumpet, 

which are yet to-found. The fir ft of thefe three 
woes was the grafhoppers, who came up out of the 
bottomlefs pit with their head Apollyon, and in 
Hebrew Abaddon. Thefe grafhoppers are plainly 
the Saracens, Arabians with their head Mahomet, 
The fecond wo is the domination of the Turks, 
who paiTed from the other fide of Euphrates at the 
found of the fixth trumpet. And the third wo is 
the fall of the antichridian empire. 

Thefe three great events deferve to be didin- 
guifhed from all others; for they have changed, 

„ or fhall change the whole face of the world. 
It is clear, that thefe kings, who, through igno¬ 

rance or weaknefs, fuffered their power to be ufur- 
ped by the empire of the papacy, fhall take it again, 
fhall eat her fleflo ; i. e. fhall enrich themfelves with 
her benefices and revenues, and burn her with fire, 

i. e. fhall abolifli the memory of this Rotnifh empire, 

fo that nothing but afhes fhall remain of it. 
The firfl thing, which fhall be done in the third 

period of the feventh vial, is the fall of the tenth 

part of the city ; i. e. of the kingdom of France, 
which fhall break with the court of Rome, and 
wholly change the face of religion in that kingdom: 

this is the firfl action of the vintage. 
The beall: and the falfe prophet, the Pope and 

his agents, fhall rally all their forces: but God fhall 
mufler all his together, and give the lafl blow to 
popery ; then the bead and the falfe prophet fhall 

be 
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foe thrown into the lake, and plunged into the 
bottomlefs pit: Babylon ihall wholly fall; and it 
111 all be faid, ihe is fallen^ Hie is fallen. 

ARCHBISHOP USHER, 1655*. 
u THE greatejl jlroke upon the reformed churches 

t( is yet to come;—-and the time of the utter ruin of 
s‘ the fee of Rome Jha l he when Jhe thinks herfclf 

“ nioft fecured One prefumed to enquire of him, 
what his prelent apprehenlioos were concerning a 
very great perjecution. He anfwered, “ that a lad 
perlecution would fall upon all theprotefant church¬ 

es in Europe :n Adding, 1 tell you, all you have yet 
feen hath been but the bep'inninry of forrows, to 

# OO. * 

. what is yet to come upon the P rote leant churches of 

Chrifl, who will ere long fall under a floor per perje¬ 

cution than ever; therefore (faid he) look you he 

not. fGuild in ihe outward court, but a worfhipper in 

the temple before the altar ; for Chrijl void me a fur a 

all thofe that prGfefs his na?ney and call themfehes 

his people; and the outward worlhippers he will 

leave out to be trodden down by the Gentiles; the 
outward court is the formal Chriflians, whole re¬ 
ligion lies in performing the outward ditties of 
Chriftianity, without ‘haying an inward life and 

power of faith uniting them to Ghriftt and thefe God 
will leave to be trodden down, and fwept away by 
the Gentiles ; but the worlhippers within the tem¬ 

ple, and before the altary God will hide in the,hol¬ 

low of his hand, and under the flea do w of his wings. 
And this ihall be one great difference between this 

lajl, and all the other preceding perfections : for 
in the former the mod eminent and l'piritual mini- 
tiers and Chridians did generally fuller mod, and 
were moll violently fallen upon; but in this lad 
perlecution thefe lliall be preferved by God, as a feed 
to partake of that glory which Ihall immediately 
follow, and come upon the church, as foon as ever 
this dorm, ihall be over; for as it ihall be the 

iharpedy 
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fharpeft, fo it lhall be the fliortefl perfecution of 
them all ; and lhall only take away the grofs hy¬ 
pocrites and formal profelTors. but the true fpirit¬ 
ual believers lhall be preferved,. till the calamity 
be over.” 

CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 1651.. 
t{ GREAT earthquakes and commotions by fea 

and land lhall come in. the year of God 1779.-— 
Great wars in Germany and America in 1780.— 
The destruction of popery, or Babylon’s fall, in 
the year 1790. God will.be known by many in 
the year 1795. I his will produce a great man.— 
The Pars will wander, and the moon turn as blood, 
in 1800. — Africa, Alia, and America will tremble 
in 1803.—A great earthquake over all the world, 
in 180 5. —God will be univerfally known by all. 
Then a general reformation, and peace for ever,, 
when the people dial! learn war no more.” 

ARCHBISHOP BROWN, 1551. 
lt THERE is a new fraternity of late fprung 

up, who call themfelves Jefuits, which will de¬ 

ceive many, who are much after the fcribes and 
pharifees manner, among!! the Jew's ; they lhall 
drive to abolilh the truth, and lhall come very 
near to do it -, for thefe forts will turn themfelves 
into feveral forms, with the heathen an heathenift, 
with atheilis an atheift, with Jews a Jew, and with 
the reformers a reformade, purpofely to know 
your intentions, your minds, your-hearts, and your 
inclinations, and thereby bring you at laft to be 
like the fool that [aid in his heart, there is no God. 

Thefe lhall fpread over the whole world, lhall be 
admitted into the councils of princes, and they never 
the wifer; charming of them \ yea, making your 
princes reveal their hearts, and the fecrets therein 
unto them, and yet they not perceive it; which 
will happen from falling from the law of God ; 

and 
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and bv winknig at their fins; yet, in the end, God, 
to juftify his law, fhall fuddenly cut off this focie- 
ty, even by the hands of thofe who have moji fuc- 
cowed them, and made ufe of them; fo that at the 
end they fhall become odious to - all nations, they 
ihall be worfe than Jews, having no reiling place 
upon earth.” 

Rev. JOHN KNOX, 1572. 
11 SENTEN CE is pronounced in Scotland a- 

gainll that murder, the king of France, and God’s 
vengeance fhall never depart from him, nor his 
houfe, but his name fhall remain an execration to 
pofterity ; and none that fhall come of his loins 

fnall enjoy that kingdom in peace and quietnefs, 
unlefs repentance prevent God’s judgment.” The 
French ambalfador, being told the prediction, ap¬ 
plied to the regent and council for an interdiction* 
but was refuted. See his life. 

Mr JOHN WILLI SON, 1742. 
BEFORE antichrifl’s.fall, one of the ten king¬ 

doms which fupported the beait fhall undergo a 
marvellous revolution, Rev. xi. 13. Fhefame hour 

the/ e was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of 

the city fell. By which tenth part, is to be under- 
flood one of the ten kingdoms into which the great 
city Romifh Babylon \vas divided : this manj~ take 
to be the kingdom of France, it being the tenth and 
lad of the kingdoms as to the time of its rife, and 
that w?hich gave to Rome the denomination of a 
beait with ten horns, and alfo it being the only one 
of the ten that was never conquered fince its rife. 
However unlikely this and other prophecied e- 
vents may appear at the time, yet the almighty 
hand of the only wife God can fo on J^ring them a- 

bout when leaf! expected. 
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Dr. H. MORE, 1663. 
ON the Mystery of Iniquity contained in the 

kingdom ot Antichrift. 
An earthquake figniftes political commotions 

and change of affairs, is obvious to any one to 
note ; and that whore of Babylon is nothing but 
the body of the idolatrous clergy in the empire, 
who appertain to the feventh or ifcft head of the 
beaft, which is an head of blafphemy, as well as 
the fix firft; that is to fay, an idolatrous head. 
Whence we may underhand what is meant by 
thefe feven thoufand names of men ; for neither 
feven nor thoufand fignify any determinate num¬ 
ber, but only the nature or property of thefe names 

of men that are faid to be fain; namely, that they 
are titles dignities, offices or orders of men 
belonging to the ffate of Chriftendom. 

Dr GILL, 1741—Rev. xi. 13. 
AND the fame hour was there a great earthquake J 

Or “ the fame day,” as the Complutenfian edition 
and fome copies read ; that is, at the time of ,the 
refurredtion and afcenfion of the witneffes, as there 
was at the refurredtion of Chrifl, and is to be un¬ 
derflood of a very great commotion in the civil af¬ 
fairs of kingdoms and nations wbthin the Roman 
jurifdiclion, as there was when Rome pagan was 
near its ruin, chap. vi. 12. 

And the tenth part of the city feli~\ Mr Daubuz 
interprets the earthquake of the irruption of the 
Ottomans upon the Grecian empire, and the tenth 

part of the city, of the Greek church, and the fal¬ 
ling of it, of its lofs of liberty, and falling into {la- 
very ; but fomething yet-to come is here intended. 
By the city is meant the city of Rome, the great 
city, mentioned ip v. 8. and by the tenth part of 

<5t, may be defigned either Rome itfelf, which as it 
now is, according to the obfervation of fomc, is but 
a tenth part of what it was once; fo that the fame 

thing 
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tiling is meant, as when it is faid, u Babylon is fal¬ 
len, is fallen or it may deftgn the tithes and pro¬ 
fits which arife from the feveral kingdoms belong¬ 
ing to the jurifdi&ion and fee of Rome, which now- 
will fall oft* from thofe who ufed to ihare them, 
upon this new and fpiritual ftate of things; the 
Gofpel daily gaining ground, and enlightening the 
minds of men, and freeing them from the ft a very 
they were held in : or elfe the tenfold government 
of the Roman empire, or the ten kings that gave 
their kingdoms to the whore of Rome, and are the 
ten horns ot the beaft, on which ihe fits, who will 
now hate her, and burn her flelh with fire; or ra¬ 
ther one of the ten kingdoms, into which the Ro¬ 
man wefte rn empire was divided. Dr Goodwin 

'teems inclined to think, that Great Britain is-in¬ 
tended, which having been gained over to the 
popifti party, will now fall off again ; but I rather 
think the kingdom of France is meant, the laft of 
the ten kingdoms, which rofe up out of the ruins 
of the Roman empire, which will be conquered, 
and which will be the means of its reformation 
from popery. 

And in the earthquake "wore' fain of men /even 

thoufandj The meaning is, that in the commo¬ 
tions, maftacres, tumults, and wars which will be 
throughout the empire, fuch a number of men will 
be ilain; which is either put for a greater number, 
a certain for an uncertain, as in Rom. xi. 4. and 
perhaps in reference to the account there ; other- 
wife feven thoufand is but a fmall number to be 
(lain in battle ; or as it is in the original text, 
‘“ the names of men feven thoufand.” Now it is 
obferved by feme, that the fmalleft name of num¬ 
ber belonging to men, is a centurion, or captain of 
an hundred men ; and fuppoftng that to be meant, 
then feven thoufand names of men will imply, 
that in an hour, or about a fortnight’s time, may 
be ftain throughout all Europe, in battles and maf- 

B ' faerss^ 
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facres, about feven hundred thoufand men, which 
is a very large number: or names of men may 
fignify men of name, of great renown, as in Numb, 
xvi. 2.; and then, if feven thoufand men of name, 
officers in armies, ffiould be flain, how great mult 
be the number of the common foldiers ? Some 
have thought, that ecclefiaftical dignities, or men 
didinguidied by names and titles, fuch as cardi¬ 
nals, archbiffiops, biffiops, priells, %£c. and the 
whole rabble of the antichridian hierarchy, which 
will now fall, and be utterly demoli&ed, are intended. N 

And the remnant were affrightedJ Who were 
net (lain in this earthquake ; thefe will be affedted 
writh the judgments of God upon others, and be 
made feniible of their danger, and of their deliver¬ 
ance, wffiich will fo work upon them, as to reform' 
them from popery. 

And gave glory to the God of heaven] Will ac¬ 
knowledge the juflice of God, and'the righteouf- 
nefs of his judgments upon thofe that were flain, 
and his goodnefs to them w ho are fpared ; will 

■ confefs their tranfgreffions and fins, they have been 
guilty of; and give the glory of their deliverance, 
not to their idols and images, but to the true God, 
whofe religion they now embrace; for this refpedts 
the large converfions among the popiih party, to 
the true religion, under the influence of the grace 
of God, through the preaching of the gofpel, which 
will now be fpread throughout the world. 

Rev. xiii. 18. 
HERE is wifdom] Not only in the above de¬ 

fer iption of the two beads', but in what follows as to 
the number of the bead, thefe two now coalefcing 
in one, and have one and the fame number ; and 

, to wrap it up, and conceal it in fuch an obfeure 
manner, fhows great wifdom in God, as it requires 
much in man, and ferves greatly to exercife ail his 
intellectual powers to find it out* 

Lei 
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Let him that hath underJtatfding count the number 

of the beafl~\ Whoever has {kill in numbers, let 
him make ufe of it, that hq may know the name 
and nature of the antichriftian bead, and the nume¬ 
rical letters of his name, or the number of him, and 
of the time when he arofe, and when he will expire. 

For it is the number of a man\ Either a num¬ 
ber that may be reckoned by man, or which is in 
common ufe among men ; fee chap. xxi. 17. or that 
which is contained in the name of a man. 

And his number is fix hundred three fcore andfix'] 

\yhich fome think refers to the time of the rife of 
antichrift, in the year 666; but that feems rather 
to be in the year 606, when the bidiop of Rome 
obtained the name of univerfal bidiop; others have 
been of opinion that it refers to the expiration of 
the bead, which they thought would have been in 
the year 1666, the number of the thoufand being 
dropped, as it is in our common way of fpeaking; 
as when we fay the Spanifh. invadon was in 38, 
meaning 1588, and the civil wars began in 4 r, that 
is, 1641: But time has {hewn that this was a mif- 
taken fenfe. The more prevailing opinion is that 
of Mr Potter, who has wrote a peculiar and learn¬ 
ed treatife upon this paffage, who makes the count¬ 
ing of this number to be no other than the extract- 
ing of its root, which is the number 25, which 
when multiplied into itfelf, and the fraction in 
working it 41 is added, makes up the fquare num¬ 
ber 666 ; and now 25 being added to A. D. 33, 
makes 58, which was the time of the bead’s con¬ 
ception, to which if 666 is added, it brings us to 
the year 724, when he arrived to his age of man¬ 
hood, and when the war about the wordlipping of 
images broke out: but others think that the nu¬ 
meral letters in fome man’s name which amount to 
this date, and which agrees with antichrid, are in¬ 
tended; and here various conjectures are made; 
fome have obferved, that in genealogical arithme¬ 
tic the number of Adonikam’s polterity is 666, 
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prophetical extracts. 

Ezra ii. n. whofe name Signifies “ a lord rifen lip, 

« or rifenand fu'its very well with antichrut, 

who is rifen up, and affames a lordly domination 

over the kings of the earth ; and it is further ob- 

ferved, that the Hebrew word 0*01* which Sig¬ 

nifies Roman, and having the word beaft or king¬ 

dom joined to it, defigns the Roman bead, or king¬ 

dom, confifts of numeral letters, which make 

up this fum and fo tjte Hebrew word Sethur 

which is the name of a man, Numb. xin. 13- fal;j 
fignifies myjiery, in its numeral letters oome^ju.w 

to this nutnber, and one of the names o tne 
of Babylon is myjiery, Rev. xvtt. 5. but the name 

Lateinos bids as fair as any, which is mentioned by 

fo ancient a writer as Iremeus, wtio was a hearer 

of Polycarp, a difcipie of John, the writer ot this 
book. Now the numeral value of Me letters o. 

this word makes up esaftly 666, thus ; >- 3°- 

r. -too. «. 10. ». Jb. * 7 = . '•■200. m all 666; 

and it is well known that the church of Rotae^J 

called the Latin church, and tne Pope of Rpinei.ie 

head of the Latin church, and .his feat ism the La¬ 

tin empire, and the fervicc 01 the beaft is m the 

Latin tongue, and the Bible is kept in tost language 

from the reading of the common peopie: it has been 

obferved, that the numeral letters in Ludovicus, ot 
Lewis,which is aeommon name of thePrenchkmgs, 

and is the name of the prefect French king, makeup 

this fame number ; and may denote the deltruriion 

ofantichrift, which will quickly tollow the downfal 
of the kingdom of France, under a king ox this 

name ; and the rather, fii.ee this was the laft oi the 

ten kingdoms that was fet up, and in w i.en nc 

primitive beaft fubfifis, and the only one that has 

not yet been conquered, or in which a revolution 

has not been; and fince this is the tenth part of 

the city which {hall fall a little beiore the thud 

woe euxucs uii • , 
vicns, or Lewis, the prefent French king; may be 

•roped for. and is deliraole. 
i * f pT i 

comes on 

-- 

and that it may fall under Ludo- 

N I S. 


