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2 BEDFORDSHIRE.

L3

S8evexTY, ‘It divides the county into two parts; and in a wet
season is liable to sudden and great inundations.

The river Ivel rises in Hertfordshire, and passing Baldock and
Biggleswade, falls inte the Ousc a little above Tempsford.

Bedfordshire is in the diocese of Lincoln, in the Norfolk circuit.
It sends four members to parliament; viz. two for the shire, and
twq for Bedford; pays seven parts of the land-tax, and provides
400 men to the militia. It is one of the seven counties that lie
together without a city among them. These are Huntingdon,
Bedford, Bucks, Berks, Hertford, Essex, and Surry.

BEDFORD,

«. TnE most considerable town in this county, both with respect to
size and population, is of great antiquity. It is supposed by some
writers to have been the Lactidorum of Antoninus; but this, as
Camden observes, is unlikely; as it does not stand on the Roman
road; neither have any Roman coins ever been found there.

Under the Saxon dominion, it 'was called Bedan-ford, or rather,
according to Dr. Salmon, Bedician forda; words signifying the For-
tress on the Ford; and derived from the fortifications established
on the banks of the river Ouse, which flows through the town, and
divides it into two parts. Even then, in all probability, it was a
town of considcrable importance; for OFFa, the powerful king
of the Mercians, chose it for his burial-place: his bones were in-
terred in a small chapel, which being seated on the river’s brink,
was afterwards undermined, and sweptaway by the floods during
an inundation.

In the year 572, a pitched battle was fought here, between the
Saxon, Cuthwolf, and the Britons. The latter were defeated, and
obliged to deliver up several of their towns to the haughty conqueror.
* The Danes, in the reign of Edward the Elder, having plundered
and destroyed the town, that prince repaired and united it to

" Mikesgate, a little village on the opposite bank. Since that time
both places have been called, by the gencral name, Bedford. The
following year 911, the Danes were severely beaten inthis vicinity.

.- : Subsequent












8 BEDFORDSHIRE.

ruined castle. On the center of the bridge stood the town goal,
which was taken down about thirty-four years since. It served as
well for the confinement of felons, as for a barrier dividing the
north and south sides, so that no person could pass without per-
mission of the keeper. The river was made navigable to Lynn in
Norfolk by act of parliament.

Bedford, in the time of Camden, was more celebrated for its
pleasant situation, than for either its extent or beauty; but it has
since been considerably improved both in size and population.
Within the last ten years, many buildings, public as well as pri-
vate, have been erccted: indeed, few towns have so rapidly in-
creased in so short a period. The inhabitants may be estimated
at about 5000; one half of whom are dissenters. The principal
street is nearly a mile in length. The town-hall is a handsome
modern structure.

A new town goal has lately been erected, and a county goal
(expected to be finished in May) is now building. Towards the
completion of this structure the late Mr. Whitbread left a legacy of
50001. Twenty alins houses are likewise -building by the trustees
of the Harpur charity; and two new roads have been made at the
north end of the town, one leadingto Kettering, the other to Kim-
bolton.

In Bedford are five distinct parishes, and an equal number of
churches; four meeting-houses of different denominations; a Me-
thodist meeting—hmise, and a chapel for Moravians: the latter sect
perform service every Sunday and Thursday, on which days the -
solemnity of worship is increased by a good band of vocal music.
Their chapel is called the Single-House. '

" The churches of St. John and St. Mary stand om the south side
of the river; thosc of St. Peter, St. Cuthbert, and St. Paul, on
the north. The latter is the principal ornament of the town;
it is adorned with an octagonal stone spire. Before the conquest
it was collegiatc, the prebends having their houses round the church:
afterwards it was changed into a priory of canons regular, and re-
moved to Newenkam (about a mile lower) by Roisia, the wife of
Pagan de Beauchamp, and her son Simon. g
’ # Simon
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‘William Harpur, who, by virtue and industry, acquired an ample
fortune. He was a native of Bedford, and became lord mayor of
London in 1561. The singular increase in the value of this gift
requires a full relation.

The corperation of Bedford, in the year 1553, petitioned King
Edward the Sixth to erect a Protestant free-school, for the edu-
cation of youth in the pure and genuine principles of the reformed
religion,

Sir William, having purchased thirteen acres and one rood of
meadow land, lying in the parish of St. Andrew, Holborn, for 180l.
gave it, by decd dated the 22d of April, 1566, to the corporation,
together with his late dwelling-house, &c. in Bedford, for the main-
tenance of a master and usher of the said school; and for ap-
portioning maidens of the town, on their entry into the state of
wedlock.

The annual rent for the support of these purposes amounted to
about 40l. per annum, till the year 1668, when the cor.porution
lcased the wholc of the lands in the parish of St. Andrew, for the
" term of 41 years, at the yearly rent of 991. In the year 1684 a
reversionary lease was granted for the further term of 51 years, at
the improved rent of 150l. In consequence of granting these leases,
a great number of houses was built, and the following streets, &c.
formed upon the above meadow land. Bedford-Street, Bedford-
Row, Bedford-Court, Prince’s-Street, Theobald’s-Row, North-
Street, East-Street, Lamb’s Conduit-Street, Queen-Street, Eagle-
Street, Boswcll-Court, Green-Street, Harpur-Street, Richbell-
Court, Hand-Court, Gray’s Inn-Passage, Three Cup Yard, &c.
&c. The annual rent from which is now incrcased to more than
40001, and in threc or four years, is expected to amount to 50001,
or upwards.

This great and almost unparalleled augmentation of revenue,
has obliged the trustees to apply to parliament for two several acts
to extend the objects of the charity, and regulate the application
of the receipts. By thesc provisions of the legislature the income is
thus appropriated,

To
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bursts as under the bands of society and justice, and renders man.
every thing to his kind, but a protector and a friend.

To provide for the well-doing of the adult, we should attend to
the culture of his early youth. Implant just principles, and firm
rectitude and upright conduct will invariably result.  This cha-
rity, by providing for the children of the poor, atan age when the
passions are beginning to unfold, and the spirit of dawning man-
hood spurns at the trammels of infant tutorage, secms well cal-
culated to become the basis of a fair structure of wide-spreading
utility. The donation to females is not without its concomitant
share of beneficial consequences. A small sum will frequently
enable an idustrious couple to commence some business, which,
by attention and frugality, is quickly converted into the means of
obtaining a comfortable livelihood.

Besides these charities, a house of industry has lately been
opened for the receptior; of allthe poor of the five consolidated pa-
' rishes, where, from the establishment of a flanncl manufactory,
the poor are comfortably fed; and that without any additional
burden on the inhabitants from the increased pressure of the times.

The lace manufactory employs a great number of the lower
classes; children scarcely four years of age are set down to it.
The persons engaged in this business are chicfly the female poor,
many of whom,: throughout the county, are employed in this de-
licate manufacture. An employment more profitable, or better
suited to their condition, cannot, in all’ probability, be found.
On certain days, the persons appointed by the dealers collect the
lace at the different villages, and convey it to the London market,

Though the situation of this town is low, it appears to be heal-
thy; many natives, who made it their residence, having been
known to live till they arrived to the age of ninety and upwards.

The BARoNY* of BEDFORD was originally posscssed by Hugh
de Beauchamp, who attended the Conqueror when he invaded
England, to whom no less than forty-three lordships were given in

' : this

* A Barony, in former ages, was a certain portion of land held immediately
of the King, and containing, according to Dugdale, not l¢fs than 40 hides, or
8840 acres, . . ) .
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debasing spirit of Calvinism. His allegory of the Pilgrim’s Progress
has, perhaps, gone through more editions than any book in the
world, excepting the Bible. It was written during his confine-
ment in the county goal.

DUNSTAPLE, or DUNSTABLE.*

The origin of this town lies buried, with many others, in the
ruins of antiquity. That it was a British settlement prior to the
invasion of the Romans, the derivation of the name given to it by
Antoninus renders extremely probable: and thatit was a principal
station of the latter people, the intersection of the two main roads,
and the stupendous carth-work in the vicinity, are unquestiona-
‘ble testimonies. The words Maes Gwyn, or the White Field,
which, according to Mr. Baxter, become Magionuinion in the
plural, agrec’so well with its situation on a chalky soil, that a
doubt of its being the Magiovinium of the Itinerary can hardly
‘be entertained. The etymology of the name Dunstaple must be
deduced from other sources. '

From the monkish record - quoted by Camden, it appears that
the structure at the meeting of the Watling and Ikening ways
was first raised by Henry the Elder to curb the practices of Dun,
‘a famous robber, and his associates; and from him the place was
called Dunstaple. This ridiculous derivation is undeserving of
credit. That the residence or stable of a notorious freebooter
should have been left undisturbed, after the establishment of a
regular government, and the vengeance of the laws contented by
‘only circumscribing the scope of his knavery, cannot be believed
for a single moment. Yet, as most storics, however absurd, are

~ founded on realities, we may conclude, that, after the town
had been ruined by the Danes, it was ncgleétetj,' and became

‘an  harbour for thieves, ‘who easily eluded ”p'lix_éuit in the
woods

* The latter name is generally adopted, though ths former is more ancient, and

better corresponds with its etymology.
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- woods® with which the country is reported to have been overrun;
and that this circumstance induced Henry the First to attempt a
second colonization of this spot.

To effectuate his purpose, the Monarch issued a proclamation,

offering great privileges to such of his subjects as chose to settle at
Dunstable: and, in order to destroy the shelter of the robbers,
he directed the woods to be grubbed up, and cstablished both a
fair and a market. The most obvious etymology, therefore, is
from Dunum, or Dun, a Hill, (explanatory of its situation,) and
Staple, Merchandise, or Mart for Commerce, as it was rendered
by Henry’s market.
" Dunstable is seated near the entrance of the Chiltern hills, at
the junction of the Icknield and Watling strects. The name of
the former is still preserved in that of Hicknill, which issucs from
the town on the north side of the church, and is said to connect
the cities of Oxford and Cambridge.

The town consists of four principal streets, intersecting each

other at right angles, and running nearly in the direction of the car-
dinal points. The houses arc mostly of brick, and some of them
have the appearance of considerable antiquity. As the soil is des-
titute of springs, the inhabitants arc supplied from four large ponds,
in which the rain-water from the hills is collected, and prevent-
ed soaking into the earth by chalky bottoms. No water can be
obtained from wells, but at the depth of one hundred and sixteen
feet, whence it is commonly drawn by the aid of machinery.
- The inhabitants may be computed at about 1000; a number
that, from the register of births and marriages, appears to have
been but little varied for the last hundred years. Their religion
is chiefly that of the established church; though there is one small
congregation of Quakers, and another of Anabaptists.

Vor. L. C Dunstable,

* These woods (if any considerable ones ever existed near this place) must
have been formed of the smaller species of trees and underwood, as the more
mighty tenants of the forest could not have found sufficient nutriment; the foil
in this neighbourhood being only a few inches in depth, with a hard chalk be-
low it
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Dunstable, Market-Street, Hochliffe, &c. are principally sup~
ported by the passage of travellers; being situated on the great
thoroughfare to the north and north-west counties, The inns are
thickly clustered ; and several of them very large and commodious.
I\fany of the poor derive sustenance from the manufacture of straw
hats, baskets, and other articles of the same fashionable sub-
stance.” And some additional employment is furnished by the
whiting manufactory, which stands at the southern extremity of
the town. In the straw work, which is the staple manufacture of
this place, a woman can earn from 6s. to 12s. a week; children,
from 3s.to 4s. in the same time. The earnings in this line,
within the last twenty years, have been very great. A few women
in the town make lace. .

Formerly the breweries cstablished here raised many of the in-
habitants to affluence; but most of the trade is now concentrated
in the metropolis. Hollinshed informs us, that an eminent brewer
of this town, named William Murlie, sallied out in the reign
of Henry the Fifth, to join the foolish insurrection of the Lollards,
near London. He took with him a pair ofgilt spurs, and was fol-
lowed by two led horses with rich trappings. This gave colourto
the report of his expecting to rcceive the honour of knighthood
from Lord Cobham ; but, instead of this, he had the hard luck to
be taken, and hung with the spurs about his neck.

The

* Such is the effect of fashion, that what was deemed by our forefathers, only
fit to be trampled on in the cow barken, is now very commonly converted into
ormaments for the ladies’ heads. This circumstance gave rise to the following
Witty and satirical lines, by M. P. Andrews, Efq.

——Some ladies’ heads appear like stubble fialds—
Who now of threatened famine dare complain,
When every female forchead teems with grain?
See how the wheat-sheaves nod amid the plumes!
Our barns are now transferr’d to drawing-rooms;
And husbands, who indulge in active lives,
To fill their granaries, may thrash their wives.
. Nor wives alone prolific, notice draw ; .
Ol maids and young ones—a// are in the Straw !
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can believe, that such an uprecedented circumstance, happening
so lately as the reign of Henry the Sixth, andsome years sub-
sequent to the invention of printing, would have been unrecorded
and forgotten, except from the intervention of an obscure epitaph,
If the story had been a fact, it must have rung through every quar-
ter of the country. Who was the second husband of this fruitful
woman, we are not informed: he was probably of Dunstable,
where, Fuller says, ¢ she lived and died.” .

Above the altar is a large and handsome painting of the last
supper,’ executed by Thornhill. This, with the plate, and arich
pulpit-cloth, was given by two sisters, named Carte and Ashton.

Mr. Willis informed the society of Antiquarians, 1745, thatat
the east ond of Dunstable church, about two feet underground,
was found ‘a stone coffin; the lid composed of four stones; the
piece at the foot a’separate one; the head, sides, and bottom, of
bne stonc; under the head an eminence instead of a pillow, inan
hollow or niche corresponding to the head. The skeleton was
entire, except the ribs, which had fallen in; the head inclined to

“the left: between the upper bone of the left arm and the back-
bone was a glass urn, fallen down, and the lid off, stained with
deep brown on the inner side of that part which lay over the stone:
about the fect werc pieces of leather, very rotten, which by the
holes appeared to have been sewed together.”

In the collections made for a history of Dunstablein 1714, by
Mr. Edward Steele, aremarkable funcral pall is thus described :
¢ It is made of the richest crimson and gold brocade imaginable ;
and so exquisitely and curiously wrought, that it puzzles the great-
‘est artists of weaving now living to'so much as gucss at the manner
of its performance. It is six feet four inches long, by two feet
two inches broad; from whence hangs down a border of purple
velvet thirteen inches deep, whereonis lively and most richly worked
with a necdle, St. John the Baptist, between fourteen men and
thirtcen women, all kneeling. Under the foremost is written Henry
Fayrey, and Agnes Fayrey, between the arms of the mercers,
Thus are the sides: at the ends is only St. John between a gentle-
man and his wife. Under them is written John and Mary Fayrey.

This
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also built a royal mansion in the neighbourhood, which he called
Kingsbury. This residence was presented by King John to the
Priory; it is now converted into a farm, where the bleating of
sheep, and the cackling of fowls, are the harsh and discordant
substitutes for the soothing melodies of the lute and the harp.
Seventeen years and a half, Henry kept the town as a free bo-
rough in his own hands. The burgesses were free throughout
England, and possessed the privilege of not answering before the
justices itinerant out of the town and liberty. Those judges were
to repair to Dunstable, and there determine all suits, without

* foreign assessor, by the oath of twelve of the inhabitants.

When the Monarch founded the Priory, he bestowed upon it
vast privileges. The whole manor of Dunstable, with the lands
pertaining to the town, together with the church, market, schools,
liberties, revenues, &c. were all included in the grant; with
the exception only of his own palace. He also exempted the
monastery from all taxes of whatever kind, from fines, tolls,
customs, secular exactions and worldly services through the
realm. So distinguished was his favour, that even murder, that
blackest, deepest crime of which man can be guilty, might be

~committed by the professed with impunity. Suceeeding Princes

confirmed the charter; and many of the inhabitants were tenants
1n capite,* and others tenants in fee, to the Prior.

These extraordinary privileges caused many disturbances be-
tween the townsmen and the Abbey; and on some unequal assess-
ments being made in 1220, the people were + so provoked, that,
out of resentment to the church, they withdrew their tithes and
offerings, scattered the Prior’s corn, and pounded his horses; and
though, at the Prior’s request, the Bishop of Lincoln caused the of-
fenders to be excommunicated in the neighbouringtowns and dean-
eries, all would not do: the townsmen declared they would sooner
go to the devil than be taxed ; and had even treated with William
Cantilupe, for forty acres in his field, to build booths on, and

quit

® Holding their lands immediately from him.

1 Cronicle of Dunstaple.
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gibbet, greatly abounded here in the reign of Henry the Fifth.
Many of them were imprisoned, and some destroyed. One
execution, at Dunstable, rendered singular by the display of the
most horrid cruelty, will ever remain an indelible brand on the
reign of the Seventh Henry, in whose days it was transacted. Dr.
Smith, the infamous Bishop of Lincoln, ordered the unfortunate

‘William Tillsworth to be burnt for denying the Pope’s supremacy.

But the infliction of corporeal pain was insufficient to gratify the
malignant and fiend-like feclings of ecclesiastical vengeance.
The greatest possible degree of mental anguish must also be su-
peradded to the agonized sensations produced by the action of
consuming flames. The infersals in human shape, could only be
satisfied by obliging the fear-struck daughter of their miserable
victim, to set fire to the pile, destined to end the life of the be-

Jloved author of her being! Curses pierce not; but if the tooth
-of the never dying worm be employed by eternal justice in the

punishment of guilty deeds, the perpetrators of such an atrocious
act, we may be assured, Will have their reward.

The palate of the epicure is well acquainted with the rich fla-
vour and delicacy of the numerous larks which are caught in the
vicinity of this town. Whether the herbage of the downs is
peculiarly favourable to the production and improvement of this
delicious bird, we know not; but certain it is, that the goodness
of a Dunstable lark has become a proverb.

A great quantity of copper coins of Antoninus and Constantine,’
with many small ornaments of bridles and armour, were found by
some lahourers digging for gravel on a down in this neighbourhood,
in the year 1770.

The parish of Dunstable is supposed to contain about 340 acres.
The land is principally in pasture; though wheat, barley, and
beans, are cultivated in that part which is in open fields. The
rent is about 3. an acre. There are neither commons nor waste
lands. The farms are but small, one only amounting to a hun-
dred acres.®

Maiden

® «Sgx StaTe or THE Poor,” &¢. by Siz Freprric Epzn, Barr.
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About half a mile westward from Maiden Bower, on the downs
above ToTTENHOE, is & strong fortification, towering on a
promontory, that projects into the low lands. It is named
Tottenhoe Castle, and overlooks the village of Stanbridge, It
consists of a keep and circular area, with a square, and a precipice
on the west side. The mount is high, and is encompassed by two
ditches, one circular, the other square; it takes up the whole
breadth of the ridge. The ground round about has been much
broken by digging: in one place there appears to have been &
well. Contiguous to this is another camp, of the figure of a
parallelogram, the shortest sides running across the ridge, the
ethers, lengthway along the ridge of the hill.

LUTON

Is pleasantly situated among some hills on the river Lea, whigh
‘rises in its neighbourhood at Lea Grove. It is a long irreguler
town, shaped something like the Roman Y, the angles branching
off from the market-house. The houses are in general but indif--
ferently built; and the only structure deserving attention is the
church, which is dedicated to St. Mary.

This fabric consists of a choir, a nave, with two aisles, sup-
ported by ten pbinted arches, two transepts, and a handsome em~
battled tower on the west chequered with flint and freestone: at
the corners are hexangular turrets, similar to that at Dunstable,
The arch of the west door is ornamented with mouldings of
various flowers, &c.. Within the church is a singular piece of an-
cient architecturc; this is an hexagonal font, or baptisterium,
composed of stone, and inclosed in a lofty wooden frame of Gothic
arches, terminated with elegant tabernacle work. The consecra-
ted water, during the prevalence of the Roman ceremonies, was
kept in a large bason at the top, whence it was let down by the
priest, through a pipe, into the font. On the inside of the roof
a vine is represented, guarded by a lamb from the assaults of &
dragon. The vine is an emblem of the church, which is hereal-
legorically defended by baptism from the attempts of the devil.
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LEIGHTON BEAUDESERT,

OR, as it is sometimes corruptly written, Leighton Buzzard,
is a considerable market-town, and in a very fair way for improve-
ment; the grand junction canal passing it within a furlong, on
the west side, where the river Quzel separates the counties of
Bedford and Bucks. The commodities sold in the market are
cattle, corn, grocery, bone-lace, platted straw, &c.  The
channel of the canal is "of sufficient width and depth to carry
craft of eighty tons burden.

The number of houses in this town is 333; the inhabitants, on
a fair average, five to a house; this gives about 1670 for the po-
pulation. There is a congregation of Baptists, and another of
Quakers, here: among the latter, but very few poor can be found.
This circumstance scems to arise from some excellent rules, by
which the sect is regulated. If a member becomes idle, drunken,
or otherwise depraved, he is immediately cxpelled the society.
The poor are partly maintained at home, and partly in the
workhouse, which is in a very excellent situation. Those who
are in the house, are employed in lace-making. In this town
there is an alms-house for eight poor women, who have each an
apartment, clothes, fucl, and 2s. 6d. a weck: and donations to
the amount of about 22l. annually are distributed in bread
to the indigent parishioners.

The principal antiquity of Leighton Beaudesert is a handsome
pentangular Cross, supposed to have been erected nearly 700
. years ago, but by whom, or for what purpose, we have not been
able to discover. From the court-roll of the town, it appears,
that some time about the year 1650, it was presented at the court-
lect, as being in such a ruinous state, that it greatly endangered
the lives of thuse persons who were passing near it.  On this oc-
casion it was ordered to be repaired, and a tax of 4d. levied on
every inhabitant to defray the charges.

The height of the cross is twenty-seven feet two inches, from
the top of the stone work to the bascment, which is seven feet
four inches from the ground on the lowest side, and consists of

five
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distressing to individuals, proved beneficial to the town; as many
houses were soon afterwards rebuilt in a more convenient and -
handsome manner, with the addition of some good inns, and a
market-house. The whole expence of the new buildings was de-
frayed by the benevolent nobleman who then cnjoyed the estates
and revenues which the Eighth Henry had bestowed on the fa-
mily of Russel. The MARKET-HOUSE was finished in the year
1737; but it has been materially altered and improved by the
present Duke of Bedford. It consists of two floors: the lower
one is fitted up for butchers’ shambles; over which there is a large
room, intended for the corn-market. The number of houses
(mostly brick) is 263. The population may be computed at 1500,
The church was crected by Robert Hobbs,* the last abbot of
Woburn. It then belonged to the abbey, and is still of exempt ju-
risdiction, being in the exclusive possession of the Duke of Bed-
ford. This structure furnishes a whimsical instance of capricious
taste; the body being completely detached from the tower, which
stands at about six yards distance. The tower is a small square
building, with large buttresses at the corners, and four pinnacles.
The top is embrasured: the dial is about ninc feet, only, from
the ground. The church consists of three aisles, and a chancel;
the latter was embellished in a handsome manner by the late
Duke of Bedford. On the north side of this buildingis a curious
marble monument for Sir Francis Stanton and family. It con-
sists of two compartments, comprising twelve figures kneeling in
devotional attitudes. The pulpit, probably coeval with the ab-
bey, is particularly deserving of notice, being richly ornamented
with carving in the florid Gothic style. The church is under-
going a thorough repair, and will, when completed, be a neat,
convenient, and handsome place.
The munificence of the Russcls has been of singular benefit to
this town, where many monuments of their liberality are existing.
Francis,

* This abbot was executed for contumacy in the reign of Henry the Eighth,
He was hung ou an oak tree in the park near thc abbey. The tree still remains,
and is prescrved from decay by a composition which is applied to every affected
part; and protected from external injury by a surrounding fence.
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This wonder of the poet, like many more extraordinary cir-
cumstances, hath had its nine days of admiration payed by the
geping multitude. The story has now grown into general discre-
dit; and we are informed, from the most unquestionable authority,
that there is no such spring in the parish! yet we have heard of
some bits of the petrificd wood, said to have been obtained kere,
which appeared handsome when polished; and also, that a pair
of buttons has becn made of it. But we have said enough on a
baseless subject; and, as the stream is wanting, whose qualities
could alone give the tale credibility, shall dismiss it with the
common motto, Ex uikilo, nikil fit. About one mile cast of the
town is

WOBURN ABBFLY,

Tae seat of the Duke of Bedford. 'This extensive and magni-
ficent pile of building is situated in the midst of a large
park. Its effect is imposing and dignified ; and the mind readily
_ acknowledges that it is truly worthy of being a ducal residence,

The ground-plan of this elegant mansion forms a square of
more than 200 feet, containing a quadrangular court in the
inside. It was erected on the site of the old abbey, by John,
the fourth Duke of the Russel family. The original building was
founded in the year 1145, by Hugh de Bolebeck, a nobleman
who had large possessions in the vicinity. It was intended for
monks of the Cistercianorder, ascct of religionists that sent many
swarms into this country about the middle of the twelfth century.
On the suppression of the religious houses, its revenues, accord-
ing to Dugdale, amounted to 3911. 8s. 2d. In the first year of
Edward the Sixth, it was granted, with many other ecclesiastical
estates, to John,* afterwards Lord Russel, a gentleman who was
honored with several employments by Ienry the Lighth., In his
family the possession has ever since remained. The

* ¢ No family,” Mr. Pennant observes, ¢ profited so much by the plunder of
the church as that of Bedford. To the grant of Woburn, in 1547, it owes
much of its property in this county, and in Buckinghamshire. To that of the
rich abhey of Tavistock, vast fortune and interest in Devonshire: and to render
them more extcosive, that of Duukeswell was added. The donation of

Thomey
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The new building has experienced many considerable altera-
tions + and improvements, particularly during the time it has been
in the possession of the present noble owner. Mr. Holland, the
architect of Drury-lanc Theatre, has displayed much taste and
ability in the designs for the additional buildings here, which have
been exccuted under his direction. The west front is built of the
Tonic order, with a rusticated basement. The principal floor, or
suite of rooms, on this side, consists of a saloon, state bed-room,
drawing and dining rooms: the south contains the library, break-
fast, etruscan, and duke’s rooms; the east, the vestibule, ser-
vants’ offices, &c. and the north, the French bed-rooms, and va-
rious other chambers. Most of the apartments are embellished
with fine paintings; some of these we shall describe, occasional‘ly
enlivening our descriptions with historical anecdote.

As the PorTrAITS form a very prominent feature in this
collection, we shall particularize a few of them, without attending
to the rooms in which they are situated. ‘

QUEEN

Thorney abbey gave Lord Russel an amazing tract of fens in Cambridgeshire,
together with a great revenue.  Melchburn abbey increased his property in
Bedfordshire. The priory of Castle Hymel gave him footing in Northamptonshire;
and he came in for parcels of the appurtenances of Saint Alban’s, and Mount
Grace, in Yorkshire. Not to mention the houfc of the Friars Preachers in
Exeter, with the revenues belonging to the foundation: and, finally, the estate
about Covent-Garden, witha field adjoining, called the Seven-acres, gn which
Long-acre is built.”

+ When part of the abbey was taken down in 1744, a corpse was discovered,
the flesh of which was so sound as to bear cutting with a knife, though it must
have been interred at leaft 200 years. Soon afterwards, on pulling down one of
the walls of the abbey church, a stone coffin was found, which consisted of
feveral loose stones set in the ground ; and in sinking 2 cellar, several more stone
coffins were discovered, some of them very large, being six feet eight inches
long in the inside; they had all a place shaped for a head, and most of them
two or three holes at the bottom. Near them were two pots or umns, which
probably contained the bowels of some of those who had' been buried there.
On a scull belonging to some bones, which lay in a stiff blue clay, was some
black cloth, which might have been a monk's cowl. Piecesof shoes were also
taken up, &c. Bray’s Tour.

.
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QuEeeN ErLtzaBeTH. This is a very singular picture. The
Maiden Queen is represented witli a fan of feathers in her left
bhand, and a ring on her thumb. The canvass is so completely
covered with the gaudy and cumbrous ornaments of her dress,
that the painter would have found it extremely difficult to have
introduced a new object, unless he had adorned her cheek with
sticking plaster. Her hair is of a sandy colour; her comple;(ion '
rather fair. “ A pale Roman nose,” says Horace Walpole, ¢“a head
of hair loaded with crowns, and powdered with diamonds, a vast
ruff, a vaster fardingale, and a bushel of pearls, are the features
by which every body knows at once the pictures of Queen
Elizabeth,” This description is truly applicable to the present
piece.

Lady Jaxe SEymouRr. Pleasing, and well painted. She
is portraycd in a velvet drapery, with a rich gold net-work cover-
ing the whole dress.

Mary, QUEEN of ENeLAND; by Antonio More. Sandrart
observes, that Mary was very handsome. This is a good painted
face, but hard favoured, and rather stern. If her features were
ever beautiful, the cruelty of her hcart and actions must have
made lamentable ravages. It is painted on pannel, and dated
1556.

KiLrLicrew. Commonly called Charles the Second’s Jester.

Lord WiLLiaym Russer. This memorable victim to a lawless
court, fcll a martyr to the gallant design of preserving the con-
stitution and libertics of his country, from the attempts of an
insidious and arbitrary faction. When his chief enemy, James
the Second, heard of the landing of the Prince of Orange, his
pusillanimous weakness induced him to request the advice of the
Earl of Bedford, Lord Russel's father: the Earl answered with
this meclancholy but picrcing reproach; “1 4ad a son, Sir, who
could have advised your Majesty.” If the Monarch had possess-
ed sensibility, his heart must have shrunk into nothingness. He
was beheaded in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, July 31, 1683.

Nicnoras Bacow; father of the Lord Chancellor. Bacon,
&itat. 52. . -

Epwara
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on to the Drwiwo-Roox South. This coritains twenty-fobr
views in Venice, by Canaletti. Adjoining to this is the Duke’s
room, which opens into the

LiBrary, 50 fect long, and 241 feet wide. Elegance,
taste, and literature, are here concentrated to captivate and
delight the imagination. The shelves are stored with the choicest
productions of genius and ability, arranged in the most superb
and costly bindings; and the collection of PORTRAITS are

invaluable, as will be readily acknowledged by a perusal of the

following list.

TITIAN, born 1480; died 1576, aged 96. This artist has
ever been esteemed for his fine colouring. He made Nature his
principal study; and imitated her hues with the greatest correct-
ness and felicity; not only in the tints of his carnations, when he
painted figures, but even in the local colours introduced into his
compositions. An anccdote is related of this master, highly
complimentary to his own talents, and to the nobleness of mind
of the Emperor Charles the Fifth. Titian had painted his pos-
trait several times. One day, when the Emperor was sitting, the
pencil dropt from the artist’s hand: the Monarch immediately
stooped, took it up, and presented it to the painter, who, some-
what agitated by his Majesty’s condescension, commenced an
apology ; which Charles interrupted, saying, ¢ the ment of a
Titian is worthy the attendance of an Emperor.”

Titian dar'd to soar,
And reach’d the loftiest height of cWouring’s power.
Frzsnov.

ReMBRANDT, born at Leyden, 1606; died 1674, aged 68.
This bold and spirited painter is celebrated for the force, contrast,
truth of colouring, and chiaro-oscuro, which characterize his
productions, He was an artful tradesman, as well as an industri-
ous artist.  Sandrart asserts that he managed the sale of his
paintings and ctchings with so much address, that he gained
every year at least 2000 florins. His etchings are much admired,
and good impressions are very scarce, consequently very dear.
Hns portraits are always good; and though bhis historical paintings
are
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BARTHOLOMEW STEPHEN MURILLO, born near Seville,
1613 ; died 1685, aged 72. The favorite subjects of this artist
arc beggar-boys, which are much valued; but these, like many.
other good paintings, are often copied, and imposed on purchasers
as originals.

Fraxk Havrsy born 1584; died 1666, aged 82. The pors
traits of this master are well drawn, and coloured with much
force and nature. Vandyck conceived so high an opinion of his
merit, that, it is reported, he travelled to Haarlem, purposely to
visit him. He introduced himself as a gentleman on his travels,
wishing to have his portrait taken, but in too much haste to stay
longer than two hours. Frank hurried from the tavern, seized a
piece of canvass, and commenced his task; which, when consi-
derably advanced, he asked his guest to inspect. Vandyck seemed
much pleased, and said, the work appcared so easy that he
believed he could do the like himself. He then took the appara-
tus, made Hals sit down, and began. In about a quarter of an
hour Frank beheld his own picture with astonishment, and
declared, ‘that no one but Vandyck could work like it. An ex-
planation ensued. The artists embraced, and, after some time
spent in friendly conversation, scparated with mutual regret.

JanN STeEN, born at Leyden, 1636; died 1689, aged 583.
This artist excelled in humorous subjects; in groups of curious
figures, which he always marked with striking character and
expression.  One peculiarity in his compositions is worthy imita-
tion; his figures never deceive us: we can readily distinguish the
boor, the gentleman, and the various other classes of society,
either by their forms, attitudes, air, or expression.

Sir GopFrEY KNELLER, born at Lubeck, 1648; died 1726,
aged 78. After travelling over several parts of the Continent,
this artist came to London, and reccived peculiar honor from
Charles the Second, who sat for his portrait at the painter’s house
in Covent Garden. He was Statc painter to Charles the Second,
James the Second, William the Third, Queen Anne, and Géorge
the First.

N Jonw
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ness induced him to consent; and it seems probable, from this

portrait, that he afterwards became intimate with his rival.

Purvrr LE Rov.

CuARLES DE MALLERY, engraver of Antwerp. _

JorN WouwerMaxs, died 1666. The brother of the cele-
‘brated Philip Wouwermans. He died young, and his pieces were
consequently too few to establish his reputation.

D1oGENES, born at Sinope; died before Christ 324, aged 76.
Sal. Rosa. This celebrated cynic philosopher was the disciplé of
Antisthenes at Athens, Though he was not the founder of the
Cynics, he added many austerities to the order. With all his’
affected humility, he was insufferably proud; and when Alexander
the Great visited him, and inquired if he could do him any ser-
vice, he snarlingly rcplied, ¢ get out of my sunshine.” When
he died, the inhabitants of Sinope erected a monument to his
memory, and placed the marble figure of a dog on the top, asa
memorial of his crabbed disposition.

Joun Barrist CoLBERT, born at Paris, 1619; died 1683,
aged 64. Champagni. This celebrated statesman was the son
of a silk merchant. In 1648 he became clerk to Le Tellier, the
secretary of state at Paris, and afterwards married his daughter.
Having transacted some important business for Cardinal Mazarine,
that minister, on his death, recommended him to Louis the Four-
teenth, as the most proper person to be appointed Intendant of the
finances. In this situation he formed new systems for the glory,
commerce, and manufactures of France. In the year 1664 he
was made superintendant of the buildings, and instantly began to
improve the capital, by the erection of the most elegant struc-
tures.  Ile instituted the academy of painting and sculpture,
and the academy of sciences. By his recommendation, like-
wise, the royal observatory was built, of which Cassini was the
first inhabitant, In 1669 he was made sccretary of state and
marine minister. In the management of the duties of these offices,
he gave satisfuction both to his prince and to the people.

From this interesting repository we are conducted into a singu-
lggly elegant apartment, called the ETRuscanx Room. It is fur-
nished in a peculiar style, and adapted to the curiosities which it

contains ;
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Ang pull the reins, extended at my length;

Yet had their vigour not o’erpower’d my strength,
But that the fervent wheel, with sudden stroke,
Whirl'd on a ragged stump, asunder broke.
Thrown from my chariot, in the reins fast bound,
My quivering entrails smok’d upon the ground;
And every limb, disjointed with the shock, =~ .
Hung on the stump, or bled upon the rock.

A number of other pi-ctures are distributed through the different
aparMuents of this extensive building. We cannot particularize
the whole, but must close our account of these admirable pro-
ductions of human ingenuity, with briefly noticing the following
picces.

Inside of St. Paul's, Rome: Stenwyck.

. Inside of a Hall: P. Neefs.

. Cymon and Iphigenia: Polemburg. A very delightful pictare.
The story is well told, and the attitude and expression of the clown
exceedingly well managed.

‘OLIVER CROMWELL, with his So~ and DavenTeERr. The
wsurper is portrayed at full length, dressed in his leathern doub-
lete A field of battle is represented in the distance. Oliver's
jacket is now in Parkinson’s museum. A

Three Landscapes: Gainsborough. These are not executed in
the artist’s best style : they are, nevertheless, clever.

A Landscape with figures: P. Wouwermans, A fine clear pic-
ture, On the left hand is a group of travellers and horses; on the
right, & boy directing their movements,

. From the Duke’s apartments, on the south side of the building,
a covered way, or piazza, lcads to the GREen House. This is
a handsome building, about 140 feet in length, containing a'great
variety of valuable’plants: but what renders it peculiarly interest-
ing to the connoisseur and artist, is the grand Vase which has
lately been stored in this aromatic muscum. This great curiosity
demands a particular account, which we are enabled to give,
from a letter of Mr. Tatham, architect. ¢ This celebrated
Bacchanalian vase was purchased by the Duke from the noble

collection
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Here are also some excellent statues, particularly an Apollo
Belvidere; a group of Cupid and Psyche; and two figures of
Venus, in different positions.

From the cast end of this building the piazza continues nearly
a quarter of a mile in length to the Dairy. This singular and
beautiful structure is built in the Chinese style, and ornamented
with painted glass. Its situation is well calculated for its purpose:
cool, shady, and pleasant; and the utensils with which it is fur-
nished, are all of the most elegant workmanship and convenient
forms.

The country round Woburn presents a wide; open, and rather
flat surface : the soil is mostly sand, and gencrally destitute of
trees; yet the Duke’s park abounds with wood, and affords many

“delightful prospects of forest scenery. The ground is diversified

“with bold swells and a pleasing inequality of surface. The park
is well stocked with deer; and is surrounded with a brick wall
eight feet in height, and about twelve miles in circumference. It
has been considerably enlarged of late years, and lies in different
parishes.

The circumstance by which this extensive domain is more pe-
culiarly characterized, is the commodious farms situated in and
near it. One of these, which is distinguished by the name of the
PARK FARM, merits the attention of every man who feels in-
terested in the advancement and perfection of the important
science of agriculture. Every ingenious contrivance to shorten
labour, or invention to facilitate useful operations, are here con-
centrated. '

The farm-yard is replete with conveniences. It contains barns,
stables, fatting-houses, &c. and a very complete mill, furnished
with a curious machine, which threshes and dresses at the same
time; a maltern; two pair of stones, for grinding wheat and bar-
ley ; and every requisite for dressing flour, making oatmeal, &c.
In another part is a small water-wheel, which gives motion to
some very ingenious machinery for bruising malt, and cutting
fodder to chafl. The water is supplied by pipes, which convey it’
from ponds situated on the adjoining cminences,

This
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The Russer family may date the era of their greatness to a
violent storm, which happened about the year 1500, on the coast
of Dorset; a county which appears to have been the birth-place
of their ancestors, one of whom was constable of Corfe Castle in
the year 1221. PHirip, Archduke of Austria, son of the
Emperor Maximilian, being on a voyage to Spain, was obliged,
by the fury of a sudden tempest, to take refuge in the harbour of
Weymouth, He was received on shore, and accommodated by
Sir Thomas Trenchard, who invited his relation, Mr. Jorx
RusszL, to wait upon the Archduke. Philip was so much
pleased with the polite manners and cultivated talents of Mr.
Russel, who was conversant with both the French and German
languages, that, on arriving at court, he recommended him to
the notice of Henry the Seventh, who immediately sent for him
to his palace, where he remained in great favor till the Kiogs
death. In the estimation of Henry the Eighth he rose still higher:
by that Monarch he was made Lord Warden of the Stannaries,
Lord Admiral of England and Ireland, Knight of the Garter,
and Lord Privy Seal; and on the 9th of March, 1538, created
Baron Russel of Cheneys in the county of Bucks, which estate
he afterwards acquired by marriage. At the coronation of
Edward the Sixth, he officiated as Lord High Steward ; and two
years afterwards, in the year 1549, was created Earl of Bedford.
He died in 1554, and was buried at Cheneys, where many of
his descendants have also been interred. He was succeeded by
his son Francis. On bhis death, in the year 1585, the estates
and titles devolved to his grandson Edward, whose father had
been slain by the Scotch in the Marches but two days before.
Edward died in the year 1627, and was succeeded by his cousin
Francis, whose great plan of draining the level of the fens added
vast sums to his annual income. He died in 1641, and was suc-

ceeded

to the person who shall produce thetwo best fat shear wethers bred in Bedfordshire.
A cup, value Ten guineas, to the breeder of the best theave; and Five guiness to
the breeder of the second best: both to be the produce of the county.. And

Twenty guineas to the person who shall invent the most useful sgricultural unplo-
ment.
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and placed within the pediment; on the moulding of which, en
each side of the bullet, are these words:

¢« Instrumentum Mortis et Immortalitis.”

The Instrument of Death and Immortality.

The charitable institutions of this parish are, an alms-house,
founded and endowed by Mr. Cross, some time principal of New
Inn Hall, Oxford; and a school for 13 children. The alms-
house is for 10 poor men and women; who, besides their place
of residence, have an annual allowance.

West of the town is AMPTHILL PaRK, the seat of the Egil
of - Upper Ossory. In the old castle, which stood on much
higher ground than the present mansion, and then belonged to
Henry the Eighth, Queen Catherine resided during the time her
unjust divorce was in agitation before the commissioners at Dun-
stable. Shc had been cited to appear in court, to defend her
cause; but, on refusing to do so, the sentence of separation was
pronounced. ’

In reference to this circumstance, a neat octagonal cross,
designed by Mr. Essex, with a shield bearing her arms, has been
erected on the site of the castle by the Earl of Ossory. The
following lines, written by Horace Walpole, are inscribed on the
base :

In days of old, here Ampthill’s towers were seen,
The mournful refuge of an injur'd Queen:

Here flow’d her pure, but unavailing tears;

Here blinded Zeal sustain’d her sinking yeafs;

Yet Freedom hence her radiant banners wav'd,

And Love aveng'd a realm by Priests enslav'd:
From Catherine’s wrongs a nation’s bliss was spread,
And Luther’s light from llarry’s lawless bed. '

¢ The castle and town of Ampthill, and divers fair lordships
thereabout,” says Leland, ¢ belonged to Lord Fanhope, & man
of great fame, and very rich, who built this stately castle as it
now standeth, with the spoils he won in the wars in France.”
“This was in the reign of Henry the Sixth. © Sir
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park, described and engraved in Pennant’s Journey from Chester,
has been pulled down, excepting some of the ornamental parts,
which form a pieturesque ruin. That house was built by Mary,
Countess of Pembroke, (on whom the celebrated epitaph was
written,) in her widowhood, and was afterwards the seat of the
Earl of Ailesbury. About the site of the ruins are some very
fine and extensive prospects over the northern past of the county.

At the entrance of the park, from Ampthill, was a lodge; and
a pear tree, in which Sir Philip is reported to have wrote part
of the Arcadia; and Pomfret many of his verses.

About a mile from Ampthill is Hoveurox CoNquzsT, so
called from the family of the Conquests, who long resided here.
This family continued till the middle of the last century, when it
expired in an heir female, who, in 1663, was married to Henry
Lord Arundel of Wardour. - This is but a small village, yet it
bas a free school belonging to Sydney College, Cambridge.
Zachary Grey, the editor of Hudibras, was Rector here.

Maudlin church, about two miles east of Ampthill, is noted
for an octagonal mausoleum to the memory of Diana, Countesy
of LElgin. Her tomb, of white marble, is placed in the centre.
On it is a sarcophagus, from which rises the figare of the Count-
ess in her shroud. This tasteless performance is thought by the
neighbouring peasantry to resemble an old woman in a punch
bowl.

Near Silsoe, formerly a market town, but now divested of that
privilege, is

WREST,

THe seat of the Baroness Lucas, daughter to the late Earl of
Hardwicke and Lady Jemima Campbell. This was anciently the
tesidence of the illustrious family of the Greys, Dukes of Kent;
but the last duke dying without male issue, the estates descended
to the Lady Jemima, his grand daughter. The houseis of white
stone, and was greatly improved by the Marchioness Grey,
" during her widowhood. It is ornamented with a great number
of pictures. Among the portraits we shall only notice the
follewing. . Mary, .

°
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SECRETARY WALSINGHAM, in a quilled ruff; the active,
penctrating, able, and faithful servant of Queen Elizabeth; the
safcguard of her kingdom, as well as person. This patriot states-
man was so attentive to the interests of his country, and so
negligent of his own, as to die (1590) without leaving enough to
defray his funeral expences.

The pleasure grounds were considerably improved by the
plastic hand of Brown, whose skill in embellishing garden
scenery is particularly displayed in the noble serpentine river,
which forms a principal ornament in these grounds, that for
beauty, prospect and extent, have been denominated the STrow
of Bedfordshire. They abound with many fine large trees, and,
like the gardens of Stow, in Buckinghamshire, have several ar-
chitectural ornaments situated in various parts, as obelisks,
temples, . pantheon, &c. The taste of decérating gardens with
such ostentatious objects prevailed in England about the time that
these two, and Stourhedad, in Wiltshire, were first laid out.
The park abounds with wood, and contains a number of deer.
In_one part is a very fine obelisk, whose situation and height
rénders it conspicuous through a circuit of several miles,

About a mile and half west of this manggn, is ‘the little
village of FLITTON: in the church is the memorial of a very
singular instance of longevity. On the floor, near the altar, is
a figure, in brass, of an honest steward! a true Vellum in aspect.
He appears dressed in a long cloak, trunk breeches, great ruff,
and large night-cap. His name was Thomas Hill, a receiver-
general to three Earls of Kent. His character is recorded in
thesc lines :

Aske how he lived, and you shall know his ende,

He dyde a saint to God, to poore a friende.

These lines men know doe truly of him story,

Whom God hath called, and seated now in glory.
He died May 26, 1601. Aged 128. -

Adjoining to the church is the mausoleum of the Greys. This
consists of a centre and four wings. In one is the tomb of Henry,
' the
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detrimental to human existence, as the irrational conduct of
the drunkard and the profligate.

SOUTH-HILL

Is only remarkable from containing the seat of the Torrington
family. In the church is the following inscription to the memory
of the unfortunate BynG, who was sacrificed by an infamous
- ministry to appease the clamours of the people, and divert their
attention from the misconduct of the government. He was shot
at Portsmouth.

To the perpetual Disgrace of
Public Justice, a
The Honourable John Byng,
Vice Admiral of the Blue,
Fell a Martyr to
Political Persecution
On March 14, in the Year 1757,
When Bravery and Loyalty
Were insufficient Securities
For the Life and Honour
Of a naval Officer.

NORTH-HILL,

THE church at this village, dedicated to St. Mary, was made
collegiate in the reign of Henry the Fourth: and endowed for the
support of a master, warden, and several fellows, by the execu-
tors of Sir John Trolly, Knight, and Reginald, his son, as a peace
offering for their souls. Its revenues amounted to 611. 5s. 5d.

The painted window in this church is celebrated for having
been the workmanship of Oliver. ¢ A name,” says Horace Wal-
pole, ¢ that can never be omitted when it occurs in any branch
of the arts.” We suppose he means without eulogium; but the
sentence is somewhat obscure. The window is over the communion

table,
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" WARDEN ABBEY, seated nearly midway between the two latter
places, was formerly a very extensive and considerable monastery;
but the destroying hand of Time has nearly demolished it: two

"rooms, and a staircase, are the only parts which remain perfect.

It was founded, in 1135, by Walter Espec for Cistercian Monks. -
At the dissolution, its revenues were valued at 3891. 16s. 6d. per
annum. The estate was purchased by the late Samuel Whitbread,
Esq. who was very desirous of preserving the ancient remains.
Some curious figured stones, subterranean passages, &c. have
been discovered at different Umes, as the earth has been dug away
in the vicinity of the ruins.

BIGGLESWADE ' '

Is agreeably situated on the river Ivel, which has been made
navigable to the town by act of parliament. Coals, timber, and
oats, are the principal commodities brought by the stream for
the supply of this place and its neighbourhood. ’

This is a large and increasing town : its situation on the north
foad has contributed to augment its population; and the continual
passage of travellers has added to its prosperity and wealth. An
extensive market, and four annual fairs, have still further increased

. its affluence, by furnishing opportunity for the ready disposal of

its preductions; and also, from the expenditure of the influx of
strangers, which the above privileges have drawn within its circle.
Of its ancient history no particulars have come to our know-
ledge. The origin of but very few towps can be distinguished
with certainty ; the meagre records of our forefathers having
mostly perished in the numerous revolutions, and storms of civil
war, which the malignant passions of the human heart have, at
times, brought upon our country. Neither is the increase of re-
sidences always noted. Hamlets become villages, and villages
become towns, by insensible degrees. By slow and gradual opera-
tion, the conveniencies of man are multiplied ; nor are we regard-
ful of the change, till the intermediate stages are passed, and
the mind, by a sudden effort, recurs to the distant period, when
certain
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the sca-coast of Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. At a short distance
south-east of Biggleswade, is the manor of Stratton. In June,
1770, asa Carter was ploughing the land pretty deep, he discovered
a yellow earthen pot, containing 300 gold coins of Henry the
Sixth, They were a little larger than a half crown; yet being
thin, were not equal by 20 grains to the weight of a guinea. On
the front was represented a ship, with the king in armour holding
8 sword and a shield, on which were France and England quar-
terly ; on the side of the ship was a lion passant between two fleurs
de lis, On the reverse was a cross, between four lions passant,
crowned.

POTTON

Is a flourishing market-town of considerable extent, and plea-
santly situated on the borders of the county adjoining Cambridge-
shire. It is well watered by small rivuléts; though the soil fot
some distance around is sandy and barren. It is a singular cir-
cumstance, that this town was burnt on the same day as the fire
above mentioned broke out at Biggleswade. Tents were erected
for the inhabitants in the neighbouring fields, under which they
remained till better residences could be prepared for their recep-
tion.

SUTTON

Was the ancient seat and royalty of the famous John of Gaunt,
Duke of Lancaster, third son of Edward the Third. It was
bequeathed to the family of Sir Roger Burgoyne by the following
laconic will, said to be still preserved in the arches’ court, Doc-
tors Commons.

I, John of Gaunt,
Do give and do grant
Unto Roger Burgoyne,
And the Heirs of his Loin,
Both Sutton and Potton
Until the World’s rotten,
These
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The parish of Sandy has been long famous for the production
of great quantities of vegetables; the whole country, for many
miles round, being supplied with garden-stuff from this quarter.
Above 150 acres of land are. constantly cultivated with the minor
articles of human subsistence, such as carrots, turnips, parsnips,
French beans, cucumbers, &c. The soil is a rich, loose, black
sand, 2 or 3 feet in depth; protected from adverse winds by se-
veral considerable hills. Carrots, at a medium, yield 200 bushels
- anacre; potatoes, 250; parsnips about half the latter number,

and other articles in proportion. )

PODINGTON, or PUDDINGTON,

Is nearly thirteen miles north-west of Bedford, on the borders
of Northamptonshire. The parish extends about thtee miles from
north to south, and one mile and a half from east to west. - It
comprises two villages, or hamlets; that of Puddington, and that
of Hinwick. The former contains about 50 houses, and 300
inhabitants; the latter about 20 houses, and 110 inhabitants. -

The church is dedicated to Saint Mary. It is built of stone,
covered with Jead, and consists of a body and two eisles. In
the north aisle is a neat monument in memory of Major General
John Livesay, who died the 23d of February, in the year 1717.

In the reign of Henry the Eighth, the vicar of Puddington was
hung at Woburn, with the abbot of that monastery, for with-
standing the measures of the imperious Monarch. The parish
is inclosed. Under the bill of Inclosure, 151 acres and 7 boles
were allowed to the vicar in licu of tythes. Most of the women
and children are employed in making bone and thread lace: in
some instances this business appears to be too sedentary for the
preservation of health. The interest of 100l. was given, by the
late Dr. James Johnson, to purchase books of devotion for the
use of the poor of this and three other parishes., The manor-
house is now in the occupation of a farmer. Near it, on the
north, a rising ground, surrounded with a double*entrenchment, °
appears to have been the site of a nobler structure.

The
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or dirt, removed in clearing the spring-head, has become, when
exposed to the air, concreted, rough, and white, something like
petrified moss. Several stone and clay pits are in the neigh-
bourhood, and & considerable pit of sandy gravel. In many
of these pits are stones, that seemingly consist of very small
shells. Ostroites and Belemnitz are common. In the gravel-
pit one of the turbinite has been found.

The most thriving timber is the oak, the ash, and the elm.
Beech. trees have been planted, but with little success. Canary
birds are frequently seen in the hedges: they are supposed to
have escaped from an aviary, and to have bred in the woods.

MISCELLANEOUS:

In almost every account of Bedfordshire that has yet been
published, the authors have inserted a variety of particulars rela-
tive to the Isatis Tinctoria, or Woap; formerly, universally
cultivated in this county; but now, as we can assure our readers,
on the very respectable authority of the Reverend Thomas Orle-
bar Marsh,®* (Vicar of Stevington, near Bedford, and F. L. 8.)
isnot to be found in it! With the tincture of this plant, the ancient
Britons used to stain their bodies; in order, according to the
repeated assertions of historians, to render themselves frightful to
their enemies when in battle. That this was the sole reason of the
practice, however, may, in our opinion, be successfully contro-
verted. Cesar, indeed, observes, that the custom of the Britons, in
dying their bodies with woad, gave them a horrible appearance in
war; yet, as he bas.no where said, that its use was restricted to the
season of tumault and bloodshed; and as both Pliny and Pomgpo-
nius Mels mention the practice, without regarding it as of dis-
tinct application, we are as fully warranted in attributing it to

the

* This gentleman has been long employed in making collections on that subs
jeet for a Nataral History of this County; and is daily adding to his stock
of information. Where diligent research is united with accurate investigss
tion, 2 work as nearly perfect as human wisdom will admit, is the assured
resule.
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From his oozy hed ~
Old father ThAmEs advanc’d his rev'rend head ;
His tresses dropp’d with dews, and o’er the stream
His shining homs diffus’d a golden gleam:
Grav'd on his um appear’d the moon, that guides,
His swelling waters, and alternate tides ;
The figur'd streams in waves of silver roll'd,
And on her banks Augusta, rob'd in gold;
Around his throne the sea-born brothers stood,
Who swell with tributary umns his flood :
First the fam’d authors of his ancient name, LY
The winding Isis and the fruitful Thame; .
_.'The Kennet swift, for silver eels renown’d; K
The Lodden slow, with verdant alders crown’d ;
Cole, whose dark streams his flow’ry islands lave; -
And chalky Wey, that rolls a milky wave; t
The blue transparent Vandalis appears; o
The gulphy Lee his sedgy tresses rears;
And sullen Mole, that hides his diving flood ;
And silent Darent, stain’d with Danish blood.

- The name of this river has occasioned many altercations; and
though the general opinion has long been, that it does not receive
the appellation of Thames till after its union with the Thame of -
Oxfordshire, yet this is evidently founded in error ; for the for
mer word is found-in several charters granted to the Abbey of
Malmsbury, and likewise in some old deeds belonging to Crick-
lade, both of which places are in Wiltshire. But the most
decisive proof is contained in a charter granted to the abbot
Aldheim, where particular mention is made of certain lands upon
the east part of the river, ¢ Cujus vocabulum 7T'emis juxta vadum
qui appellatur Summerford;” i. e. whose name is Thames, near the
ford called Summerford ; and as this place is in Wiltshire, it is
manifest that the river was named Temis, or Tems, in the upper-
most part of its course; and long before its junction with the
Thame. This evidence, which is inserted on the authority of
Mr. Gough, was unknown to Camden, who imagines the term to
be a compound, and has given considerable extracts in his Britan+
nia from a fanciful poem, entitled the MarRRIAGE of the THAME
and Is1s, of which he is said to be the author. From this piecs,
o : the
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This town has certainly claims to high antiquity, though its
origin is unknown. It was inhabited by the Saxons many years
betore the piratical Danes began to pour out the vial of destruc-
tion upon the fertil¥ plains of Britain: and it appears clearly, from
the observations prefixed by Hearne to Browne Willis’s Account of
the Mitred Abbevs.+ that two Castles have at different times been
crected and destroyed in this neighbourhood, though neither walls
nor fortifications are now remaining,  The first stood on the spot
where King Henry founded the abbey, part of which was con-
structed with the ruins of the fortress.  Asser Menevensis relates,
that the Danes, who were in possession of the town, retreated te
this castle after their defeat at Englefield, by Ethelwulf. The
other was raised by the usurper Stephen, and demolished by the
orders of his successor, Henry the Second. Where it was situated
is uncertain; though the term Castle-Street seems to imply that
it was near the spot thus denominated ; vet, as mere entrench-
ments of carth have frequently received the apellations of Castle-
Hill, and Castle-Field, this cannot be regarded as satistactory.

Fltrida, the mother-in-law of Fdward the Martyr, as he was
styled by the courtesy of the monks, founded several religious
houses, in expiation of the base murder of that prince, who was
sacrificed from her desire of placing her own son Ethelred on the
throne.  Among these monuments of her guilt and penitence,
was & nunnery in this town, built on the spot that is now occupied
by St. Marys church.  The nunnery was suppresed on the en-
dowment of the abbey, and its revenues appropriated to the use
of that toundation.

The abbey was a very magniticent structure, founded by Henry
the Fisst, for the maintenance ot 200 Benedictine monks, and
the refreshment of travellers,  ‘The building was begun in the
year 1121, and compleated in 1125, The charter recites, that
« The abbeys of Reading, Chelscu, and Leominster, having becn
destror ed for their sins, and their possessions fallen into the hands
of the laity, the King, with the advice of his prelates, &c. had
buiit @ new monastery at Reading, and endowed it with the

monasteries

® Lelaindi Colicctanea, Vol V1L
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This extensive building appears to have occupied a circum<
ference of nearly half a mile; but nothing remains except frag-
ments.of massive walls, composed of flint and gravel, and a gate-
house. The depredations of time, and the more destructive
power of superstition and bigotry, have levelled its glories with
the dust. The walls are cight feet thick in some parts, and were
formerly cased with stonej but this has been long removed. The'
hospital for the poor knights at Windsor was built soon after the
Reformation with some of the ruins; and many large masses,

* several of them as much as two team of horses could draw, were
carried away by the late General Conway, to erect that singular
bridge in his park, which is thrown across the hlgh road icadng
from Henley to Walgrave. ‘

-Ausgerus, or Aucherius, the second abbet, founded ahouse
for poor lepers ncar-the church. - This was dedicated to .Mary
Magdalen, and governed by regulations admirably adapted to-the
preservation of good order. If any person was engaged in.dis~
pute, and neglected to obey the third monition of the master to
bold his peace, he was deprived for that day of every kind of
food but bread and water. He who gave the lie was subjected
to the same punishment, with the addition of some humiliating

~ circumstances: if he continued sullen, or received his castigation
impatiently; it was to be repeated another day; and should he
afterwards persevere in his obstinacy, the benefit of the charity
was to be denied him for forty days. A blow was immediate
expulsion; and none were to go abroad, or into the laundress’s
bouse, . without a companion. :

.Besides these foundations, there were several other religious
houses in this town; particularly a priory, now used as a Bride-
well; the west window of which still remains an elegant monu~
ment of the arts at a remote period; and a convent for muns in
Castle-Street, which at the dissolution was given by Henry the
Eighth to the corporation, who disposed of it to the county for &
prison. Since the crection of the new gaol, this building has-
been taken down, and a Mcthodist mecting house raised on the

- -4ame spot.

ReapiNe
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ration of the manner in which it ought to be applied, would oc-
cupy a space far beyond the limits which propriety compels us to
affix; vet a brief sketch of the principal modes of application may
not be unacceptable.

Sir Thomas White, a native of this town, and lord mayor of
London in the year 1553, placed Reading the fourth in his list
of 24 cities and towns which were to reccive 1041, in yearly rota-
tion for ever from lands vested in the corporation of Bristol. This
sum, as often as it is paid, is to he lent to four necessitous young
men, clothiers, 25l. to each for ten years without interest. This
gentleman also founded a free grammar-school at Reading, with
two fellowships for boys educated therein, (being natives,) at St.
John’s College, Oxford. This privilege was lately attempted to
be superseded in favor of the natives of other places boarded as
well as educated here, but the scheme was rendered abortive by
the active exertions of some of the inhabitants.

In 1658 Mr. Richard Aldworth bequeathed 4000l. to found &
blue-coat school, and maintain a master, lecturer, and 20 boys.
- 'This has been encreased by various donations, and is now on &
very respectable establishment, the funds being sufficient to sap=
port and cducate from 30 to 40 children. Every Good Friday,
three maid servants, who have lived in one service five years, are
appointed by the corporation to draw lots in the council-chamber
for 20 nobles, the gift of Mr. John Blagrave; and on the last
Monday in August, yearly, at the time of the nomination of the
mayor clect, three other maid servants, also, qualificd and ape
pointed in the same manner, draw lots in the council-chamber
for 8l. the gift of Mr. J. Dean and Mr.J. Richards. In addition
to these charities, there are several alms-houses in this town, and - -
numerous smaller donations for beneficial purposes.

Reading contains three churches; St. Mary’s, St. Lawrence,
and St. Giles. The first is regarded as the most ancient, and is
generally admired for its tesselated tower.  The latter church was
much damaged by the cannon of the Parliament’s army, during
the time that the forces of Charles the First were here besieged
in the yecar 1643. As this sicge was onc of the most remarkable

events
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provided his soldiers had permission to depart with all the honors
of war; but this was refused by the Earl, who sent him word, that
he came for men, and not for the town only. While this was in agj-
tation, the Earl having reccived intelligence that the King,
Prince Rupert, and Prince Maurice, were on their advance
towards Reading for the relief of the town, dispatched a strong
party of dragoons, who surprised and routed part of the King's
forces at Dorchester, nearly seven miles from Oxford, and made
about 140 prisoners. Notwithstanding this loss, Charles per-
severed in his intention of raising the siege, and being advanced
to Wallingford, marched towards Reading with about nine regi-
ments of horse, an equal number of foot, and twelve pieces of
ordnance. On the approach of this army, the Earl ordered the
regiments of Lord Roberts and Colonel Barcley to be drawn forth
to dispute its progress. The conduct of Charles, on this occasion,
seems to have been extremely defective; for though his whole
body of infantry were near, he only opposed the forces of the
Earl with two regiments of his own. The fight was fiercely begun
in the vicinity of Causham-Bridge, and the shock of arms was
sustained by both parties with much spirit and resolution. At
the first charge Lord Roberts was absent from his regiment; but
hearing :hat they were engaged with the King’s troops, he rode
up full speed, and, by his courage and cxample, greatly expedited
the gaining of the victory. In less thap half an hour the royalists
‘were repulsed, and many of their men left dead upon the field :
their horse, also, which had descended into the plain to assist
the infantry, were beaten, and forced to retreat tasthe hill whence
they had commenced their onset.  After this defeat the King
returned to Wallingford, and the Earl proceeded with the treaty
for the surrender of the town, which was soon afterwards given
up on honorable conditions, the garrison being allowed to march
away with their arms, ammunition; colours, &c. The fifth article
-provided for the safety of the town, which was neither-to be plun-
dered by the forces of the King, nor thosc of the Parliament.
Some of the entrenchments thrown up during this siege, which
_the compass of ten days brought to a conclusion, may yet be
discerned
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houses: among them are Quakers, Baptists, Independants, and
Methodists. The town-hall is a neat building over the free-
school, in form of a parallelogram. Inthe council-chamber are the
pictures, in full length, of Sir Thomas White, Mr. John Kendrick,
and Archbishop Laud; and also a portrait of Queen Elizabeth,
gencrally regarded as a good likeness.

Many of the laboring class of the community here, as in most
other towns, where their morals are depraved by indiscriminate as-
sociation, possess very little economy or foresight. It is not uncom-
mon for a healthy young fellow, who has ample means of sup-
porting himself and family by his own industry, to request the
parish to pay the midwife for his first child.* Weavers, who can
earn a comfortable livelihood, do not hesitate soliciting relief, if a
temporary stagnation of business curtails their customary receipts,
and reduces them to those difficulties which a little parsimony
might have obviated. .

The river Kennet separates the town into two parts, and in its
passage forms several excellent wharfs. This river is navigable
westward to Newbury, Froxfield, &c. and when the Kennet and
Avon Canal is completed, a communication will then be opened
by the junction of those rivers from sea to sea. The principal
articles of exportation are timber, hoops, bark, wool, corn,
malt, and flour, Upwards of 20,000 sacks of the latter commodity
are sent to the metropolis annually. This flour is of the best
quality, the nature of the soil in the neighbourhood of the towm
being admirably adapted for the cultivation of the finer species
of wheat. The articles imported are grocery, iron, deals, &c.
to a very great amount.

The celebrated WiLLI Lavp, Archbishop of Canterbury,
was born at an ancient house now standing in Broad-Street, in
this town. He was the son of an eminent clothier, and was sent
at an early age to the grammar school; whence he was removed
to St. John’s College, Oxford, of which he was clected fellow in
the year 1593. Here it seems his pertinacious temper began
to display itself, and he was generally regarded as a forward and

arrogant
# See Sir Fred. Eden’s State of the Poor.
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doctrines of the church of England. The severe prosecutions that
were carried on in the Star Chamber against Prynne, Bastwick,
and Burton, were chiefly through his instigation ; and his vindi-
cation of the proceedings of this chamber, as well as the rigorous
measures pursued in the High-Commission Courts by his direc-
tion, fully demonstrate his love of arbitrary principles.

~ On the breaking out of the disturbances which afterwards
unhappily ripened into civil war, his palace at Lambetlr was
assaulted by the London apprentices; but having obtained notice
of their intention, he previously retired to Whitehall, and by
that means avoided the fury of the rioters. In 1640 he was
impeached by the House of Commons of high treason, and, at
its' request, committed by the Lords to the Tower: but his
trial did not take place till three years afterwards, when his
defence was acknowledged to be satisfactory even by Prynme,
his most virulent adversary. Though no charge of treason could
be proved against him, his enemies had resolved on his destruction;
and the Parliament, to conciliate the favor of the Scots, who
were his most determined foes, passed a bill of attainder, which
the Lords were compelled to confirm by the threats of the Eardl
of Pembroke, and the clamours of those who had espoused his
opinions. ‘ .

"The Archbishop was beheaded on Tower-hill, the 10th .of
January, 1644, in the seventy-first year of his age. His beha~
viour on the scaffold was firm and dignified: and the composure
with which he resigned himself to his fate, proves that the depri-
vation of his interest in this sublungry world had ceased to
affect him.

WiLLriam, of REapiNG, Archbishop of Bourdeaux in the
reign of Henry the Third; JonN BLAGRAVE, an eminent
mathematician; and Sir JonN Howrt, lord chief justice of
England, one of the greatest men the profession ever produced,
are among the number of those celebrated characters whose
talents have done honor to their birth-place, and whom the inba
bitants of this town are proud to rank with its most distinguished
natives,

In
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and shall now proceed to state the opinion which te us seems
most reasonable, respecting the manner in which the shells were
thus deposited. We imagine that the island was once buried
in the ocean, and that the hills, which now adorn and diversify
its surface, were gradually formed by the action and reaction
of the tides, conjointly with the effects of winds, waves and
tempests. If this' conjecture should be the truth, the disposi-
tion of the stratum in question may be easily accounted for on
general principles ; though the particular applications may almost
vary to infinity. :
Let us suppose that the bed of ch
of the sea, and that the oysters

the beds of oysters existing on the coasts of

testimony. We know also, that by

are surcharged with particles of

may naturally conclude, at the moments

of the sea have induced a calm at the point

of each has an end, descend by their own

ceptibly form strata as distinct in quality,

as the causes which operated in their formation.

This regular deposition of the

stances becoming the bases of Aeavier ones, and

not contradict the acknowledged laws of gravity ;

Jirst precipitated, could not change places with
floating, without violence; and even then the

be partial ; and exceptions, we all know, can never be
to controvert a general rule. By the application of
-ments, we may easily account for the oysters being

far below the summit of the hill. We have rather
observations on this occasion, as it will be necessary to
phenomena of a similar description hereafter;

it was imagined, would.preclude the necessity of repetition.

The country in the vicinity of Reading is
many elegant mansions; yet, as a particular
not correspond with our limits, we must content
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are divided by an irregular sheet of water into pasture and arable
lands. The borders of the lake are ornamented with the pendant
branches of the drobping willow; and the lawns, which slope
gently to the waters, are agreeably disposed, and adorned with
venerable groves of oak and poplar. An avenue of fine elms
leads to the gate at the gntrance of the park from Reading; and
the path thence to the house is skirted on one side by tall elms,
and by poplars on the other. Various openings have been cut in
the plantations which are interspersed through the grounds, that
the eye might be enabled to ran
the surrounding country, whose
meads allay the tumult of the wil
gination to thoughts of Elysiw
are embosomed in the midst of |
of the earliest examples of the
tinues to be a beautiful specim«
_ able with the useful; where Ni
art, smiles in the radiance of h
@ broad green terrace, in on
is a fine view of Reading, wi
tions, and tumultuous throngs.
and the groves of Shiplake, bo
the high point of the hill of Sw
ible Thames gliding at its foot,
The back ground is composed
shire and Berks.
The village of SunwiNG is
ascent on the banks of the Tham
of Camden, was formerly the Se
cluded the counties of Berks and
no less than nine bishops succes
whom (Herman) removed it to
slated to Salisbury. The antiquit
by the sepulchral monuments an
-church. On one monument are
the'memory of two infant childre
resided dli this spot.
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The father’s air, the mother's look,
The sportive smile, and pretty joke,
The rosy lip’s sweet babbling grace,
The beauties of the mind and face,
And all the charms of infant souls,
This tomb within its bosom holds,

The bridge is a plain modern structure of brick, well adapted
for convenience and durability. Near it is an elegant-mansion,
the seat of Charles Fysh Palmer, Esq. The river Thames glides
beneath the clevated spot on which the house is situated, and
flowing through a beautiful valley, is seen winding between the
distant hills, and giving additional lustre to the neighbouring
country, which is extremely pleasing, and in many places pic-
turesque.

The road from Reading to Newbury passes through the villages
of Theal, Woolhampton, and Thatcham. The approach to the
first is through a beautiful woodland country, highly enriched by
cultivation, and occasionally enlivened by glimpses of the Kennet,
which glides through beautiful meadows on the south. Beyond
Theal the country assumes a bolder appearance; and on the
right, a chain of hills, finely tufted with wood, prescnts itself,
and gradually increases as we proceed towards Woolhampton.
This is a small place, composed of good houses, pleasingly situated
beneath the south side of the range of eminences just mentioned.
Beyond this village a large tract of meadow land occupies the val-
ley on the left; and the same chain of hills constantly changing
its features, and varying its appearance, continues on the
right. As we advance, the road ascends, and is more inclosed
as we approach Thatcham, a small neat place, chiefly composed
of one strect, with some good houscs, and a small church. Hence
the road winds along unequal ground, till we approach’within two
miles of Newbury, where it becomes more level and inclosed; and
the country on both sides the river is bounded by woody hills,
declining towards the vale, which is interspersed with farms, and
rendered fertile by the streams of the Kennet, that meander
through its bosom.

NEWBURY.
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NEWBURY.

THis town is situated in a fertile plain, watered by the Kennet,
which crosses the town near the centre. ' Its ancient name was
Newbir, which it appears to have received from its relation to the .
old town of Spine, (The Spinz of the Romans,) from which it
is only separated by a brook, and from whose ruins it arose.

Though the term Newbury implies a modern borough, yet it
evidently had existence before the Norman invasion, for it was .
then bestowed by the Conqueror
Perche, whose great grandson
. of Lincoln, the Bishop of Chalons, his heir,

Marshall,

reign of Henry the Third, when Roger
lost-it, with his other possessions,

thirtieth year of Edward the First, it
parliament; and in the eleventh of Edward the
also represented by three persons, in

account of trade at Westminster.

The principal streets of Newbury
shape of the Roman Y, the angles branching off
place; and the foot of the letter being formed
Speenhamland : they are spacious, and well
are about 950 in number, mostly of brick, The
be estimated at 3800, being chiefly employed in
church is a plain Gothic stone edifice, supposed to
built in the reign of Henry the Seventh. This
from the pulpit, .was raised, together with the tower,
charge of the famous John Winschomb, generally called
Newbury. The following words, which appear to
gentleman, are inscribed upon a brass plate near

Of your Charite pray for the

Soule of Jokn Smmalwood, alias
Winchom, and Alice, his Wife,
Which Join died the 15th day of

e February, An. Dom. 1519,
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still respected by th® inhabitants of this town, which was the
scenc of his fame, and the witness of his actions. His manufac-
tory is now divided into tenements, respectively occupied as a
bookseller’'s, a hair dresser’s, and an inn; the latter being
honored with the sign of Jack of Newbury. The town-hall is a
handSome structure, built over the market-place, necar the
bridge which crosses the Kennet. When this bridge was rebuilt,
in the yggr 1770, a leaden scal of Pope Boniface the Ninth was
found, together with a pix, some knives of a singular make, some"
spurs, and a few coins, from Henry the First to William the
Third. The market is very large, and, from its extensive busi-
ness, is supposed to be nearly equal to Devizes or Warminster in
Wilts.* On the banks of the river are several mills, which supply
the cities of London and Bristol with great quantitics of flour.
The town abounds with dissenters, and contains five meeting-
houses, for the various denominations of *Quakers, Baptists, Inde-
pendants, Methodists, and Presbyterians. '
When Newbury was first incorporated, is unknown ; but in the
_charter granted by Queen Elizabeth, May 26th, 1596, it is
called, “ An ancient and populous borough, which had enjoyed
divers liberties, franchises, immunities, and pre-eminences, by
the charters of inany of her ancestors and predecessors; the Kings
of England.” The corporation consists of & mayor, high steward,
recorder, 6 aldermen, and 24 capital burgesses. The mayor i¢
annually chosco on St. Matthew’s Day. Mr.

* Newbury has time out of mind been justly considered a most excellent
com-market; and still retains some customs, that would be of great use, were
they observed in all other markets. Here the grain is pitched in open market,
and ingenuously offered to the public in small as well as large quantities. Thus
defeating as much as possible the artifices of monopolizers, and holding out to’
the industrious, lowly hand, the chief nourisher of his existence, at afair
market price.

Another good custom is also observed here; that the farmer, let him sell much
or little, has his money paid on the delivery of the article; thus verifying the
old observation on Newbury market, that

The farmer may take back
His money in his sack. R
Pearce’s Agricultural Survey of Berks,
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sound is the wood. The twigs at the bottom are sometimes sé
firm, as to resist the sharp spade usually employed. These trees
are of various species: some of them are oaks, alders, willows,
and firs: the others are so much decayed that their kinds cannot
be distinguished. The small roots are generally perished; yet
their remains are sufficient to prove, that the trees, however they
were thus buried, were neither felled by the axe, nor cut down
with the saw; as the marks in either of those cases must have
been visible. No acorns are found in the peat, though the cones
of the fir tree frequently are, and also a great number of hasel-
nut-shells. : -

The peat is cut with a peculiar kind of spade, in pieces com- -
monly called long squares: these are about three inches and &
half broad every way, and four feet in length, if the depth of
the peat will admit. When the pieces are cut, they are laid in
regular order on the ground, to be dried by the sun and wind;
and as the moisture evaporates, are turned, and broken into
smaller lengths. When perfectly dry, it is sold for firing, or
burnt into ashes on the spot for manure, being exceedingly good
both for arable and grass lands. The price of the peat is about
ten shillings a load ; and the ashes from five-pence to seven-pence
a bushel. The peat lies continually in water, and is cut through
without much difficulty. ’

.4 Some years ago an urn, of a light brown color, and large
enough to contain above a gallon, was found in the true peat,
about cightéor ten feet from the river in Speen Moor. It lay
about four feet below the level of the ground, and about a foot
within the peat, and over it was raised an artificial hill, about
eight feet higher than the neighbouring ground: as the whole
hill consisted of both peat and meadow land mixed together, it
plainly appeared that the peat was older than the urn, and that the
person who raised the hill, must first have dug a large hole in the
peat to bury the urn, and then formed the hill of the peat and
meadow-ground mixed together. Round the hill where the urn
lay, were several semicircular ridges, with trenches betweem

them:
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lawn, under a ridge of woody hills, which screens it from the
north, and forms a rich back-ground, where the ruined towers of
Donnington Castle breaking the line of trees, enliven the scenery,
and eontribute to form a prospect of much beauty. The Lam-
born stream, enlarged into a handsome piece of water, flows
through the vale in front of the house, having its banks decorated
with clumps of trees, and its bosom studded with islands, where
the feathered visitants of the lake reside in full security. Near
the lower extremity the water is crossed by a wooden bridge of
one arch, the outlet of the stream being judiciously hidden by
plantations. The contracted channel at the upper end is con-
cealed by stately groves, so that only a broad and clear expanse
of water is presented to the eye. The grounds are well furnished
with wood, and many additional plantations have been made by
the present owner,

DONNINGTON CASTLE

REARS its lofty head above the remains of the venerable oaks
which once surrounded it, on an eminence north-cast of the
grove. It was formerly a place of much importance; and, by
commanding the western road, gave to its possessors a considera-
ble degree of authority. When it was originally built i$ uncertain;
but from a manuscript preserved in the Cotton Library, it ap-
pears that it belonged to Walter Abberbury, who paid C. shillings
for it to the King. Towards the latter end of the reign of Richard
the Second, Sir Richard Abberbury obtained a license to rebuild
it; and from him it descended to his son Richard, of whom it was
purchased by Geofirey Chaucer, the parent of English poetry.

Hither about the year 1397, in the 70th vear of his age, the
bard retired, in order to taste those sweets of contemplation and
rural quiet, which the hurry and fatigues of a court had before
prevented his enjoying. In Gibson’s edition of Camden, it is
asserted, that * an oak was here standing till within these few
years, under which Chaucer penned many of his famous poems.”
‘This tradition is in all probability a mistake, as most, if not all,

of
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by God's grace to keep the ground afterwards.” Variows offers
were then made to induce him to give up the place, but the knight
was inflexible ; asl though he had permission to retire with arms,
cannon, ammunition, and every thing clse that belonged to the
garrison, only answered, ‘‘ that he would not go out of the castle
till he had the King’s orders so to do.” This was the most favor-
able opportunity that had occurred for ruining the King’s affairs;
but the dissensions which then prevailed in the enemy’s camp
caused them to neglect it, and after one fruitless assault, nothing
further was attempted aguinst the castle. The Monarch a few days
afterwards, came unexpectedly to its relief, and escorted his ar-
tillery and baggege to Oxford in safety.

In Camden’s time, this castle was entire. He describes it as
“ & small, but very neat place, seated on the brow of a woody
hill, having a fine prospect, and lighted by windows on every
side.” The walls nearly fronted the cardinal points of the compass;
the entrance being at the cast end. The west end terminated in
& semi-octagon, inscribed in the half of a long oval. " It was de-
fended by four round towers placed on the angles. The length of
the cast end, including the round towers, was 85 feet; and the
extwt from east to west, 120 feet. All this part is destroyed.
The remains, displayed in the vignette, consist of the stone gate-
house, with its two round towers, and a small part of the east
wall. The gate-way is in good preservation, and the place for
the portcullis may still be seen.

A staircase winds up the south tower to the summit of the
castle, which commands a most beautiful view of the Hampshire
hills, and the intermediate country. At the conclusion of the
civil wars, the ruinous parts of the building were taken down,
and a house erected with the materials at the bottom of the hill.
Round the castle, almost occupying the whole eminence, are
the entrenchments thrown up for its defence in modern times. The
site of these is dificult to be traced from the bushes and briars
with which they are overrun: but their strengtd explains the reply
of the governor, which, considering the state of the castle at that
time, must otherwise have been a vain-glorious boast.

Great
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On the south beyond the vale, which is intersected by the
Kennet, we have a fine prospect of Hampsted-Marshal Park, and
its woody accompaniments. The grounds on this side are agree-
ably varied in appearance, and decorated with clumps of stately
trees, whose deep shadows playing on the water, give animation
and contrast to the contiguous scenery. The high grounds on the
west are crowned with extensive woods, whose back-ground is
formed of bold projecting tracts of the Wiltshire Downs. Towards
the cast, the eye ranges over a large district of well cultivated
country, iuterspersed with wood, and diversified with a tract
of prolific meadow land,

The house is a regular building of the Ionic order, composed of
freestone, with an elegant portico on the south front. It stands
on a sloping bank, embosomed in a deep and solemn grove, where
uniformity of tone has been judiciously prevented by the inter-
mixture of trees of various coloured foliage, A harfdsome sheet
of water, supplied by the silver Kennet, and bounded with agree~
able lines, flows before the mansion, in the vicinity of which is &
small wooden bridge of three arches, built after a Chinese design.
The north side of the grounds is ornamented by woods, which ex-
tend to the western gate, and conceal the termination of the park,
which is here confined by a sweep of the Bath road. The general
character of the place is simplicity and beauty. The sceqery is
too regular to be picturesque, and too tame to be romantic,

HUNGLRIORD

Is a small market town, situated at the western extremity of
the county, bordering on Wiltshire, and consisting principally
of one long street. It was anciently called Ingleford Charman-
Street, which Mr. Gough supposes to be a corruption from the
ford of the Angles, on Ilerman-Strect ; & Roman road that crossed
this town, and whose name appears to be yet preserved in one of
its avenues, called Charman-Street.

Hungerford stands in a marshy soil on the Kennct, and is water-
ed by two separate strcams of that river. Near the centre of the

principal


















128 BERKSHIRE. p

the phraseology of the country, is called scouring the korse, and
is attended with a rustic festival, and the cclebration of various
games.  The supplies which nature is continually affording,
occasion the turf on the upper verge of the body to crumble, and
fall into the trench, for want of continuity ; this makes the above
proceeding more necessary, as the brightness of the horse must
depend on its freeness from extraneous matter.

Some writers have contended that this figure was the work of
shepherds, who having noticed the rude, yet patural, resemblance
of a horse when tending their flocks, reduced it to a more perfect
shape, for amusement, rather than from any determinate signifi-
cation ; and that, instead of being 2 monument of victory, it is
nothing but a memorial of idleness. This opinion is sufficiently
refuted by the arguments of Mr. Wise and others, who, from va-
rious circumstances, have concluded, that it must have been a
production of the West-8axons, and not later than the age of
ALFRED; in whose reign the white horse, the original standard
of the Pagan Saxons, was discarded for the Christian banner of
the cross. :

Having established these data, the particularera of its formation
was more easy to be determined; and no cvent of those ages
seemed more worthy of being recorded by such a triumphant me-
morial, than the battle of Ashdown, already mentioned, and '
which, of all the military achievements of the renowned ALFRED,
was most worthy of being commemorated. Antiquaries, indeed,
have considerably differed as to the situation of the place where
the battle was fought ; but the reasoning of Mr. Wise seems deci-
sive as to its being a district that included the range of hills from
Letcombe and its neighbourhood, which overlooks the vale, and
runs into Wiltshire, and is now crossed by the western road called
the Ridge-way. The names of the Ashes, Ashen-den, Ashbury,
and Ashdown, all found in this neighbourhood, corroborate the
hypothesis.

“ Here then,” observes Mr. Wise, ¢ I was persuaded to look
for the field of battle, and was agrecably surprised to find my ex-
pectation answered in every respect.  Upon the highest hill of

. - thess
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the alteration of the banner, in all probability, was not made
till the year 883, twelve years afterwards; when, among other
relics which Pope Martin the Second transmitted from Rome, was
¢ a large portion of that most holy and most venerable cross upon
which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified for the universal sal-
vation of men.*”

From a manuscript journal of the travels, over a great part of
England, of Thomas Baskerville, Esq. of Sunningwell in this
county, now in the British Museum, it appears that the holders
of the land in the neighbourhood of the White Horse, were, by the
conditions of tenure, obliged to cleanse and repair it. This obli-
gation is now void; for though the traditions of the peasantry
have preserved the memory of its existence, yet the frequent
changes which property has undergone, and the endeavours of
the purchaser, on each transfer, to avoid restrictions, have con-
tributed to cancel every record that could make it binding.

About a mile from White Horse Hill are a number of large
stones, scattered irregularly over a space of ground raised a few
feet above the common level. Some are set on edge; but the
others are strewed about in confusion; many of them baving been
broken to mend the highways. Towards the extremity of the hil-
lock, on the south-east side, are three squarish stones, about
four or five feet in diameter, standing upright, and supporting
another of much larger dimensions. To this place there seems to
have been two approaches through rows of large stones, one lead-
ing from the south, the other from the west. This monument bears
the appellation of WAYLAND-SMITH, from a ridiculous tradition
that has long been current in the ncighbourhood, of an invisible
smith replacing lost horse-shoes, provided the animal was left
on this spot, with a piece of money to reward the labours of the
workman,

Mr. Wise ascribes this remnant of antiquity to the Danes, who,
in his opinion, erected it to the memory of their king Bacseg,
slain with several other chiefs in the dreadful battle already men-
‘tioned. Bacseg, he imagines, was buried here; but thinks that

the

* Asser Mcaevensis.
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John, in the year 1202, “ by divine admonition, granted with all
its appurtenances to build an abbey of the Cistercian order.”

These fruitful plains, in that unhappy hour

Of papal sway, and sacerdotal powet,

Were doom’d the new made abbey to maintain,

And distant Beavr:su * rul’d the fair domain.
FarriNcpon Hirr.

FArRRINGDON HoOUSE is an elegant modern edifice, built by
Henry James Pye, Esq. the present laureat. It stands in a small
park, on the north side of the town, the view of which is happily
excluded by lofty elms, and some plantations that have lately been
made. The grounds are agreeable from their inequality of sur-
face, and sufficiently covered with wood for their confined limits,
During the civil wars, the ancient mansion was garrisoned for.
Charles the First, and was one of the last places that surrendered;
its defenders having repulsed a large party of the Parliament'’s
forces but a short time before the reduction of Oxford. This at-
tack was attended with a singular circumstance: Sir Robert Pye,
the owner of the house, who had married Anne, the eldest daugh-
ter of Hampden, and was colonel in the Parliament’s army, being
himself the person who headed the assailants. It was in this ac-
tion that the spire of Farringdon church was beaten down by the
artillery.

In the immediate vicinity of the town is FARRINeDON-HILL,
a beautiful eminence, rising gradually from the Vale of White
Horse, and terminated by a small grove, which forms a kind of
land-mark for the surrounding counties, being seen at a great dis-
tance in every direction. This charming place commands a rich
‘and extensive view over parts of Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, and
Wiltshire, in addition to the whole of the beautiful and interesting
vale beneath, But the muse of Mr. Pye, who on this spot strung
her lyre with melody, has snatched the fruitful subject from
the attempts of prose; and, by interweaving the beauties it owes
to nature, with the embellishments it receives from art, and the

' interest

# BzavLizv in Hampshire, to which the Abbey at Farringdon was subordinate,
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About two miles north of Farringdon is Rapcor Bripae, of
great antiquity and venerable appearance; but more peculiarly in-
teresting, from the relation it bears to history. On this spot &
memorable battle was fought in the year 1387, between Robert
de Vere, Marquis of Dublin, the highly honoured favorite of
Richard the Second, and the discontented barons, headed by
Thomas, Duke of Gloucester; the Earl of Derby, afterwards
Henry the Fourth, &c. The troops of the favorite were routed ;
and he, himself, only escaped, by plunging on horseback into the
Thames, and swimming across the stream.

PUSEY

Is a village only remarkable for having betonged to one family
ever since the reign of Canute, who gave it to their ancestor by
the medium of a Hor¥, which is now in the possession of the
owner of the estate, and bears the following inscription:

Kyxe KNowD GaveE WyLLYAM PEwsE
YYs HORN TO HOLDE BY THY LOND.

This horn is described by Mr. Gough as being of a dark brown
tortoiseshell colour, mounted at each end with rings of silver, and
a third round the middle, on which the inscription is written in
characters of much later date than those of the time of Canute.’
The horn is of an ox or buffalo; two feet are fixed to the middle
ring, and the stopper is shaped like a dog’s head.

WANTAGE,

RENDERED memorable for being the birth-place of Kixne Ar+
FRED, whose name no epithet can exalt, whose worth no words
can appreciate, is a market town of considerable antiquity, seated
on the skirts of the prolific Vale of White Horse. A variety of
concurring testimonies render it .probable, that this place was
once a Roman station ; though the nupierous alterations which it
bas yndergone, almost preclude the possibility of tracing those

Y






138 ‘BERKSHIRS, -

ALFRED THE GREAT, THE Wise, THE GooD, was born in
the year 849. His nativity may be regarded @s a new Era in
the history of human happiness. The tremendous crisis at whieh
he appeared, when the hardy sons of the north were pouring like
a devastating torrent on the fertile ficlds of Europe; the mighty
ends he ;ccomplished, by creating the firm barrier which so long
opposed their overwhelming progress; and the distinguished sta-
tion which BR1TAIN has assumed in the rank of nations, and
which originated in the wisdom of His institutions, are at once

activit,
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of the field. In this battle Ethelred was mortally wounded ; and
his death, which shortly followed, removed the barrier which
precluded Alfred from the throne. Some children of his elder bro-
ther were still alive; but the crisis was too awful for the nation
to permit the sceptre to be wielded by the hand of a trembling in-
fant., The nobility assembled, and, with the approbation of the
people, chose Alfred for their King.

It is intimated, that he acceded to the request of becoming
his ®rother’s successor with hesitation; and, indeed,

can corrode human happiness, seemed

field of defeat, dropping with a
when Alfred accepted it, he
for some time with the
and most destructive succession of conflicts
@ year of human existence, distinguished that of
sion with peculiar misery. The circle
vironed him, began to contract, and all the
. accumulating to overwhelm him. The West
tained cight pitched battles against the Danes,
population, besides innumerable skirmishes.
of the invaders fell, but their ranks were as
by fresh arrivals,
. Within a month after Alfred had accepted
Danes attacked his troops at Wilton with such a
force, that all the valour of patriotism was
defeat. Wearied with these depopulating conflicts,
- peace with his enemies, who quitted his
_ to London.
" The conduct of Alfred during the seven
' reign was inexplicably strange. An unwise,
appears to have governed his actions. He saw the
tion every where around him, successively
waste the fairest portions of the
sures of precaution which reason must have suggested to be
sary. He was witness to tha'r frequent breach
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Asser avows his belief that the King’s adversity was not unme-
rited. The reason which he adduces for his opinjon is, ¢ that in
the first part of his reign, while yet a young man, and governed
by a youthful mind, when the men of his kingdom, and his sub-
jects, came to him, and besought him in their necessities, when
they who were oppressed by power, implored his aid and patron-
age, he would not hear them; he conceded no assistance; he
treated them as of no estimation.” When Alfred turned s deaf
ear to the complaints of his people, he sapped the foundation of
his throne. His contempt alienated their affections, and they de-
serted him in the hour of his need.

Alfred vacated his seat of royalty in the garb of a common
soldier: he knew not whither to go, nor whom to trust. In bis
wanderings, he beheld the humble cottage of a swineherd, which

" he entercd, a lonely. exile. The feelings of the peasant were
interested by his intimations of distress ; he gave shelter to the
unknown Monarch, and treated him with hospitality. " In this.
retirement, the mind of Alfred was busied in retrospection. He
revolved the important events of his life, and contemplated the
miseries of hisblceding country. He beheld his people enslaved;
himsclf, an outcast; and, with all the emotions of indignant
scnsibility, began to meditate on schemes of deliverance, and fu-
ture security. The place of his retreat was peculiarly fitted to
become a military post of the most defensible nature, It wass
small spot of firm land, a few acres in extent, environed by water,
and impassable marshes,® which had been produced by the conflux
of the Perrot and the Thone. Here, assisted by some of his

.. people, to whom he had made himself known, and who acqui-

esced in his plans, hé constructed a long bridge, and upon its
western end built a strong fort, which made hostile approaches
impracticable. -
Having secured the place of his residence, and increased . the
nuniber of his associates, he began an excursive warfare_ agsinst
the ecnemy. His small band, formidable from union and vigor,
assailed

* In Somersetshire, sigffcalled /thelingey, and Athelney.
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on the third day with the first gleams of the morning, and march-
ed rapidly to Eddington, near Westbury, where the Northesn
myriads overspread the plains.

The Anglo-Saxons rushed on their enemies w1th -an impetuo-
sity which disordered valor was unable to withstand. It was
ALFrRED who led on the bands of punishment; ALFRED who
seemed to have risen from his grave, to destroy them in his wrath,

~ Astounded at his name and presence, and surprised in all the
carelessness of fancied security, the Danes could only oppose

kingdom against hostile a.%ncks. ‘He rebuilt the citics and easums
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The last efforts of expiring invasion were confined to the sea~
coasts, where the freebooters carried on a piratical warfare, more
galling than any regular attack. To these no mercy could be
shown; and many who were taken, were tried as the common
enemies of mankind, and executed at Winchester. This well-
timed severity, combining with the naval and military reputation
which Alfred had now acquired, secured the tranquillity of the

®nation during the remainder of his reign. The last three years of
his life were dévoted to the arts most glorious for a king to cul-
tivate, The encouragement he gave to
the

which they had hitherto been strangers.
tence was at length terminated.
the evolutions of his destiny. He was called
.the 26th of October, in the year 900 or 901.
. The virtues of Alfred have so emblazoned
that many of his biographers
Alfred had faults ; but they were like the
the summer grass: itis the
us to perceive them, and the momentary
while we gaze. As conspicuous in the annals
met in the paths of heaven, a luminous stream
ways accompanied his name: but the pencil of truth
vorite. The recording angel wept to register
inscription was blotted with the’ tears. This
legible: The amendment of his conduct was a
adversity. The sequel of his reign, which was one
of virtue and intelligence, attests that his
disciplined his temper, purified his heart, and
‘understanding.
The delineation of his varied attainments, and
of his .patriotic institutions, we must leave to
pages of the historian. The space we
- biagraphy,
- ®The accusing Spirit, which flew up to heaven’s -chancery with the oath,
blushed as he gaveit in; and the recording Angel, as he wrote it down, dropt 3
tear upon the word, and blotted it out for ever, Stxraz. ’

'
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on which it was bestowed by Henry the Fifth. It was this Mo-
narch that granted the charter for a weekly market, and two
fairs annually, with exemption from all taxes, and the liberty of
punishing criminals taken within the district. The second manor
was part of the possessions of Reading abbey, having been given
to that monastery by the Empress Maud. The third was the pro-
erty of the abbey at Abingdon; and the fourth, of the New
iollegc, Oxford ; and we believe that it still belongs to that foun-
dation. We are informed by a reputable author,® that a piece of
land in this place,
five shillings, was held by the tenure of
- daily for the health
John Pater-noster, probably,
leading to West-Hendred is still called
foundations of several buildings,
supposed to have been wells, were
ginning of the last century. The
is about 130,

WALLINGFORD,

" Am1psT the multifarious

of a topographer, there are few so ambiguous

the task of making the ancient names of places

appellations they have received in more modern times.

the stations mentioned in the Itinerary have

the sagacity of antiquaries; and their researches,

moving difficulty, have only tended to the indulgence

tion, and the increase of hypothesis, )
Walfingford is evidently of great antiquity; but its

never been satisfactorily explained. Some have

Britons, and contended, that it is the Calleva

‘toninus ; whilst others have placed the chief city of the

BATII at Farnham, + in Surrey; Silchester,} in Hampshire; and -

Henley, § in Oxfordshire, )

Though

* Bloupt.  + Stukely. Salmon,  } Ward, Horsely.
§ Gale. Haame,
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to which, by steps, I have seen a well of immense depth.” Le-
land, who saw this fortress some years prior to Camden, describes.
it, as having ¢ three dykes large and deep, and well watered;™*
and continues, ¢ about each of the two first dykes, as upon the
crest of the ground cast out of them, runneth an embattled wall,
now sore in ruins, and for the most part defaced. All the goodly
buildings with the towers and dungeons be within the third dyke.
@here is also a collegiate chapel among the buildings within the
third dyke.” In this dilapidated state the castle probably remained
till the civil wars, when an order,* signed by Thurlow, Crom-
well’s Secretary, was issued for its total demolition. “When Mr.
Gough visited Wallingford, in the year 1768, he observed that,
¢ the outer west rampart, planted with trees; and the outer and
inner south ones, disposed in garden grounds; were exceedingly
bold and fresh. The outer north one, is in corn fields; and the
side is single, being defended by the river. This last is broken
into two bastions, or outworks, to which correspond two others
on the north side. Some fragments of the walls remain in houses,
and part of the east pier of the principal gate, on the south cast
corner of the inner bank. ‘The keep, of considerable height,
falls into the south-east corner of the inner works.” The recent
date of this gentleman’s description has left us nothing to add 3
the alterations that have since taken place being too trivial to be
mentioned. )

This castle, as we have already stated,’ appears to have been
built by the Romans; but has successively fallen into the power
of the Saxons, Danes, and Normans. When Sueno, in revenge
for the general massacre of his countrymen, ravaged England

about
L]
* This order was in the possession of an Alderman of the town, who died
a few ycars since.

+ As the meaning of this word, which frequently occurs in the description.
of castles, is not universally known, it may be expedient to inform our readers,
that the Keep was the citadel or last retreat of the garrison, built on an artificial
eminence, raised generally in the centre of the castle. It was often’ surrounded
by a ditch with a drawbridge, and a machiolated, or pierced gate, through which
scalding water, or boiling lead, might be poured on the assailants,
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enjoy the crown during his life, and that Henry should suceeed
him. On the conclusion of the peace, Brientius, and his wife,
devoted themselves to religion; and the honor of Wallingford
reverted to the King.

By a passage in Domesday Book, there appears to have been
276 houses in this town, at the time of the survey, *yielding a
tax of 11L.” This number continucd to augment till about the
year 1348, when the population was considerably diminished by
a dreadful plague. Some idea of the importance of Wallingford
at this period may be derived from Leland, who describes it as

upwards ot 120,000 bushels ®nnually. Much of the improvement
of Wallingford is owing to the late Sir William Blackstone, through
whose genecrous exertions two new turnpike-roads have been
formed; the one opening a communication between Oxford and
Reading, by means of a new bridge over the Thames at Shelling
ford ; the other leading to Wantage, through the Vale of White

Horse, '
Wallingford contains three churches; St. Mary’s, St. Leo-
nard’s, and St. Peters: the latter was rebuilt about forty
. years
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The manor of Wallingford was granted by Richard the. First to
his brother'John, whose second son, Richard, King of the Ro-
mans, Earl of Cornwall, repaircd the castle, and celebrated his
wedding in it with considerable splendor ; his guests consisting of
Henry the Third, his Queen, and many of the nobility. On the
death of Richard, it devolved to his son Edmund, together with
the advowsons of all the churches. When he died, his estates
became the property of King Edward, whom he had chosen for
his heir. Edward the Second bestowed it, together with the
‘Puchy of
Gaveston,
fortunate fi
presented -
to Edward
support of
his son Ed'
vested in t}
that Mona
‘College of
ed. On'
separated
or New El

rst to Pr
college.

Crimina
with a ven
being in tt
conditions.
of Henry
borough, fi
« Nam sc
testiculis p
extat mem

The farms in the neighbourhood of this town are large, being
from 200 to 300l. a year. The chief articles of cultivation are
turnips, clover, barley, wheat, and oats, The crops m'gene-
rally very exuberant, Among






ABINGDON. -

THE origin of this town is enveloped in uncertainty. Some
hye supposed it to be a settlement of the Britons on their con-
" version to Christianity ; and this opinion they have endeavoured to
substantiate, by adducing the cross, and other relics of devotion,
which the Saxons were said to have discovered here after. they
had expelled the ancient inhabitants; and also by the following‘
legendary tale, which has been preserved in some of the early
chronicles. .

¢ At the time when the wicked pagan Hengist basely murdered
460 noblemen and barons at Stonhengest, or Stonehenge ; Anx¥,
a nobleman’s son, escaped into a wood on the south side of Ox-
fordshire, where lcading a most holy life, the inhabitants of . the
country flocking to him to hear the word of God, built him a
dwelling-house and a chapel in honour of the Holy Virgin; but
he, disliking their resort, stole away to Ireland ; and from him the

place where he dwelt is called Abingdun.”
~ This story is regarded by other writers as undeserving of belief,

and the foundation of the town ascribed to the Saxons, by whom
it appears to have been called Seukesham, Shoevesham, or Seore-
cfgsham; the word being differently spelt by various writers.
% As soon as Cissa, King of the West-Saxons, founded the monas-
tery or abbey here, it gradually dropt its older name, and. began
to assume that of Abbandun and Abbingdon, i. e. the Town of the
Abbey.”* This derivation is rendered plausible by the circum-
stance of Shoevesham having been granted to the abbey by
Kenwin, who governed the West-Saxons after Cissa ; and at the
time he conferred the valuable gift, gave orders that it should in

future be called dbendun.+ .
To whatever age or people the colonization of this spot may be
attributed, it is certain that it had arrived at cousiderable impor-
“tance at a very early period. An anonymous writer observes,
¢ that it was in ancient times a famous city, goodly to behold,
full

¢ Camden, + Dugdale.
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About this time the buildings appear to have undergone great
alterations; but the accounts are so confused, that the particulars -
can hardly be comprebended. Leland says, that  Fabricius removed
the old church, which then stood more northerly, where now
the orchard is, and made the east part and transcpt new, adorn-
ing it with small marble pillars.” Fabricius died in 1117. The
central tower, the body of the church, and the west front, with
its towers, were erected by four succeeding abbots. In this
state it appears to have remained till the dissolution, when the
splendid fabric was entirely destroyed ; with the exception of the

Gate-House, which has since been converted into a goal. Its
revenues were valued at nearly 2000l. a year. '

This immense income arose from the various possessions
and immunities which had been granted to the abbey by different
princes. The Kings Ina, Kenulph, Ethelwulph, Edred, Ed-
gar, &c. and various other Monarchs, may be numbered with
its benefactors. Kenulph endowed it with fifteen mansions, called
Oulnam, and all their appurtenances, as an inheritance for ever;
and at the same time exempted it from all episcopal jurisdiction,
declaring, by his charter, that all causes should be subject to the
decree of the abbot only. The celebrated lawyer, Sir Edward Coke,
inferred from this deed, that the ecclesiastical jurisdiction had al-
ways been invested in the Crown, conscquently that the statute
made in the reign of Henry the Eighth, concerning the  King's.
spiritual authority, was not an introductory but a declaratory
law, and therefore ought not to be regarded as the assumption of
a new prerogative.- Pope Eugenius the Third, in the year 1146,
confirmed all the grants that had been made to the abbey, and
favored it with some additional privileges.

Previous to the invention of printing, and the general diffusion
of knowledge occasioned by that important art, the business of
tuition was chiefly confined to the cloister. The bosom of the
monk was the only depositary of the sciences, and to him it was
necessary to apply before the fountain of instruction could be
set flowing. When William the Conqueror departed from Abing-
don, where he had passed his Easter in the year 1084, he intrusted -

: the
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when it was repaired, and the shiclds of the then benefactors
added. The cross erected at Coventry, in the days of Henry the
Eighth, is reported to have been built from this model.

Abingdon consists of several streets, which centre in a spa-
cious area, where the market is held. In the agricultural survey
of this county, the inhabitants are computed at 2000; many of
whom are cmployed in an extensive manufactory for floor and
sail-cloths, and other articles of that description. In Leland’s
time, the woollen business Rourished here; but the chief article
of trade of late ycars has been malt, great quantities being annu-
ally sent down the Thames to London. For the convenience bf
the barges, & handsome wharf has been completed at the extre-
mity of the town, beyond which the new cut, forming a small
curve, joins the main river a short distance below Culbam
Bridge. The market-house and town-hall is a very remarkable
structure, being built with ashler, or freestone rough as it comes
from the quarry. It appears to have been erected about the
commencement of the last century. The hall is supported by .
arches and lofty pillars. At the time of a county election, the
space beneath is judiciously inclosed, and the names of the
respective hundreds inscribed over each arch. By this means the
crowd and bustle so frequent at elections is avoided, ds the free-
holder can readily ascertain where the poll is taken for his
district, and may give his vote without interruption. The houses
arc extimated at about 4350,

The corporation consists of a mavor, two bailiffs, nine alder-
men, and siateen assistants.  Their charter was granted by Queen
Mary in the year 1357, at the intercession of Sir John Mason;
and the nght of clection vested in the twelve principal burgesses
and their successors.  The eaertions of the inhabitants have,
however, superseded this unjust limitat:on, and every one paying
scut and lot is entitled to vote.  The number of electors is about
600. This borough sent to Parliawment once previous to its
incorporation. upon receiving & peremptory summors in the tenth
of Edwand the Third.

Abingdon
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His father was a cow-herd, and his mother sister to one of the
abbey monks, who attended to the tuition of his early years, and
afterwards sent him to Oxford, where he became a fellow of Alle .
Souls College. While in this situation, the liveliness of his temper
occasioned him to be chosen to compliment Henry the Eighth on
his visit to the university in the year 1523. The graceful manner
in which he executed this commission, s0 engaged the favor of the
Monarch, that he carried the young student to court, and thence
sent him to Paris, to continue and complete his education. On
bis return, he was employed in several embassies ; and. during this
and the three succeeding reigns, was promoted to the honorable
offices above mentioned. He died in 1566, and was buried in
St. Paul's Cathedral.

FERRY HINKSEY .

Is a small village on the northern boundary of the county,
nearly opposite to the city of Oxford. The antient name appears
to have been Hengestesigge, probably from its elevated situation;
the exact meaning of the word, as defined by a modern antiquary,
being, “a pathway on the side of e hill.” The church is a low
structure, apparently of very remote origin. It consists of &
tower, a nave, and chancel. The south (and only) door-way is
of Saxon workmanship. The weathering, or outer moulding, is
supported on one side by the bust of u warrior;; and on the other,
is terminated with a rude head of some animal. Within this are
four serics of siz-zag, with an inner moulding of pellét sculpture,
resting on two moderate sized pillars with hatched capitals. The
mave is divided from the chancel by a circular arch, over which
the creed and Lord’s prayer are inscribed, with the King’s arms
painted in the centre. ‘This church, and the neigbbouriﬁg one of
South Hinksey, were formerly chapels of ease to Cumnor, whence
they were separated at the commencement of the last century by
Montague, Earl of Abingdon. .
WITHAM,
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court ; and the other on the opposite side of Cumnor hill ; the
valley between being the immediate theatre of action. The spot
where the battle is said to have began is called Holdesfield. What
degree of credit should be attached to these vague relations we
cannot ascertain; but as Hold, in the Saxon language, signifies a
carcase, the supposition of the name being significant of the
slaughter made by Offa, may not be inadmissible.

SECKWORTH,

IN the vicinity of Witham, was formerly a large town, which
we are informed by Mr. Warton, in his History of Kiddington,
abounded with inns for the reception of pilgrims. This place,
reported to have once maintained the * Romdn army,” has
‘dwindled into complete insignificance, it consisting at this time
of only fte houses. Some remains of its buildings are, however,
yet visible on the brink of the river, which separated the territories
of the Attrebatii and Dobuni; and when the water is low, the
fragments of a bridge, crossing the strcam to Binsey, may be
clearly perceived.

CUMNOR

Is about three miles south of Witham. built on the brow of &
hill, commanding a very extensive view over the counties of
Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.  The church is a strong-built
edifice, and apparently ancient, as the west door is finished in the
Saxon style. The chancel is divided from the body of the
church by a screen, presented to the parish about sixty years
since by the then Earl of Abingdon, whose family are owners of
the manor.  The village contains about 00 houses, and 300 inha-
bitants, who are mostly employed in husbandry. The parishioners
who pay tythes, have a custem of repairing to the vicarage im-
mediately after prayers on  Christmas-day afternoon, to be
entertained with bread and cheese and ale.  They claim, on this
occasion, two bushels of wheat made into bread, half a hundred
weight of cheese, and four bushels of malt brewed into ale and

small
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erected an elegant mansion here, on an estate. that formerly be-
longed to the Vere family. This superb building was constructed
from the designs of Mr. Carr of York, on the principle of Went-
worth-House, in that county. The walls of the grand saloon were
painted by Monsieur de Bruin, in imitation of Basso Relievo; and
the cieling is ornamenged with stucco, executed in a very beauti-
ful manner. The apurtments are splendidly furnished; but the
more elegant decorations of the fine arts have been sparingly ad-
mitted, The park is enlivened by numerous deer, and commands
some rich prospects of the windings of the Thames and the sar-
rounding country. The grounds are disposed with much taste, the
gardens are well furnished with aromatic shrubs, and the hot-
bouses teem with the fruits of warmer climates. This seat pos-
sesses many local advantages; ahd the high-road in its vicinity,
being skirted for several miles with lofty hills, covered with beech,
is one of the most pleasant rides in the county.

PANGBOURN

Is a neat village near the river, about three miles below Basil-
don, bmlt in the form of the Roman T. The manor-honse,
called Bear-Court, now in the possession of Dr. Breedon, was
formerly a seat of the abbots of Reading. This parish is nearly
two miles square; and we are informed that it is almost’ wholly
dxsposed into one farm. The evil arising from this and the nu-
merous snmlat instances of cultivated lands being accumulated
into the possegsion of an individual, is at length apparent, though
the magnitude of its destructive influence on society, has never
been sufficiently understood till the present year. The proper
extent of farms is a question that has long engaged the attention of
writers on political economy, and the general happiness is so in-
timately connected with the subject, that no apology can be re-
quisite for the insertion of an extract from a late publication,
wherein the arguments of the supporters of both opinions are
contrasted in a concise manner, and the question placed on its
true basis. .

“It
























178 BERKSHIRE.

grave, without being connected with the county of which it
appears to form a part. The inside of the walls of this fabric
is principally chalk; the outside is composed of ferrils® and
rough grout work. The number of houses is 298, chiefly of
brick. The inhabitants are computed at 1300, who are employed
in agriculture, throwing silk, sorting wool, making shoes, gauze,
&c. The latter manufacture has been lately established. '
The corporation of Oakingham consists of an alderman, seve-
ral burgesses, a high-steward, a recorder, and a town clerk.
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Oxford, by the liberality of Francis Cherry, Esq. an inhabitant of
Shottesbrooke. Here his attachment to the study of English
antiquities became so fixed and permanent, that he refused some
considerable preferments in the church, rather than quit the at-
tractive spot where he had so many opportunities of gratifying
his favourite passion. From some lctters written by his father, and
preserved in the picture gallery in this university, it seems that
Hearne's fondness for ancient lore, prevented him from attending
to the distresses of his parent when in the vale of years. The letters
are homely, but forcibly depict the sorrow attendant on old age
and indigence. In one of them, dated May 28th, 1711, he says,
¢ This is the grand climacterical year of my life, viz. 63, and I
do not expect to outlive it,” This, however, was only the con-
clusion of despondency, for he lived till the 18th of October,
1723, though in extreme poverty, and constant expectation of
his approaching end. Young Hearne was appointed to several
offices in the university, and in the ycar 1714 was made archito-
pographer. In this situation he employed the chief of his time
in collating ancient manuscripts and curious books. He died at
Oxford in 1735. *

SHOTTESBROOKE.

Tue small parish of this name appears to have been separated
from the adjoining one of Whitc Waltham, and was formerly the
seat of a small college, founded in the ycar 1337 by Sir William
Trussel, of Cubblesdon, in Staffordshire, who likewise built the
church, against the wall of thce north cross of which he was bu-
ried, together with his lady. This gentleman, we are informed
by Hearne,  lyes wrapt up in lead, with his wife in leather at:
his feet, as appears by a defect in the wall.” Here also, the
learned Mr. Henry Dodwell, some time Camndenian professor at
Oxford, was buried. The great attention of this eminent charac-
ter to literature, caused a consumption and slow fever, which
terminated his existence at the age of 70.

The completion of the church at Shottesbrooke is said to have
been accompanicd with a very reraarkable accident. The architect

who
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was open and regular, her nose rather long, the mouth well pre-
portioned, and the chin round. Her complexion was not clear,
but the fout ensemble was graceful and dignified. Her neck and
bosom were high, and the general character more expressive of
liveliness than gravity. She died on the sixth of November,
1796, in the 67th year of her age.

‘Pavr TuE FiRrsT, the latc Emperor of Russia. This portrait
of the imperial Autocrat was taken when he was only Grand
Duke, and presented, together with its companion, the portrait
of his Duchess, to Lord Malmsbury by the late Empress.

is no security
of his actions are caprice and
of his conduct, and the sudden changes of
like the paroxysms of a rushing whirlwind,
came within the sphere of its action, can
plea of insanity. The frivolity of his disposition,
weakness of his understanding, are striki ly
late publication, entitled Secret Memoirs of ‘the
burgh. The following anecdote selected
will illustrate the remark. Paul was riding on
one of the streets of Petersburgh, when the
and the Emperor immediately dismounting, held a
with his attendants, and the horse was ordered to
lashes with a whip. Paul caused them to be given
before the \populace, counted the strokes himself,
prescribed number had been inflicted, exclaimed ¢
that is for having stumbled with the Emperor !’ Judging
character of the man, this portrait would seem to he
ful delineation; for the countenance is beaming
cheerfulness. /

Freperick THE GREAT, Kinc oF Prussia.
quarter face, considered as a good likeness.

View on the Thames, comprising the Tower,
&c. Scott, "
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other trees. Here a grand colonnade, representing 2 Roman #m-
phitheatre falling into decay, and majestic even in ruin, presents
itself. This is executed in a manner far superior to most orna-
ments of this kind; and its secluded situation, and mouldering
ivy-crowned walls, render it peculiarly picturesque. Descending
the valley towards the Thames, the path winds under a large arch,
curiously constructed with natural stones of vast dimensions, in-
termingled with the enormous blocks of massive wall brought from
Reading Abbey. This fabric, interesting from its singularity,
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WINDSOR

Was supposed by Camden to derivé its n ame from Windleshora,
a Saxon term, cxpressive of winding banks, and in this place ap-
plied with peculiar propriety to the meandering course of the
Thames. The earliest authentic information concerning its his-
tory is contained in a charter of Edward the Confessor’s, by
which it was granted, with various other lands, to the monastery
of St. Peter, Westminster. This valuable gift continued but 8
short time in the possession of the abbey. A district fn.vmed bz
nature with so many charms, and so peculiarly a.dapted to the
sports of the ficld, could not be éxpected to escape the lthnﬁo'n‘
a Monarch whose darling passion was the chase. William the Cm-
queror was no sooner established on the throne, than he ollervs(l ’
the beautics of this situation, and quickly prevailed on the sbbot
to exchange it for certain lands and manors in Essex. Thus
it was again vested in the Crown, where, with the exception of
the time of the Commonwealth, it has ever since remained.
Windsor is frequently distinguished by the appellative New, that
it may not be confounded with the village of the same name, but
of higher antiquity, about two miles distant.* Its origin seems to
be connected with the castle, on which even now its consequence
is in some measure dependant ; the trade being greatly promoted
by the expenditure of the numcrous visitants, which this fabric
never fails to attract when it becomes the residence of the
deereign. Edward the First constituted the town a free borough,
and invested its inhabitants with several privileges, which were
afterwards confirmed and enlarged by succeeding Monarchs.
During the civil wars, allits franchises and immunities were in-
volved in the common ruin; iéput on the Restoration, a new charter
was

* Old Windsor is said, in the Domesday-book, to consist of 100 houses,
twenty-two of which were exempted from taxes.  Previous to the Conquest, it
is reported to have formed a strong pass, and to have been the seat of several
Saxon Kings; but from the period when the Conqueror fixed his residence on
the ncighbouring  hill, it gradually decayed ; the new town, which sprung up
under the protection of the fortress, having superior attractions.
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Erected in the 6th Year of her Reign,
1707.

Sculptor, thy art is vain. It cannot trace
The semblance of the matchless ANNA’s grace.
Thou mayst as soon to high Olympus fly,
And carve the model of some Deity.

S. Chapman, Mayor.

This was executed at the charge of the corporation, from mo-
tives of gratitude to the Queen, who always resided at Windsor
during the summer. In andther niche, on the south side, is the
statue of PriNcE GEORGE, of Denmark, her Majesty’s consort,
in 8 Romen military habit, erected by Sir Christopher Wren in
the year 1713. In the area under the hall, the com market is
held weekly. The church is an ancient and spacious fabric, dedi-'
cated to St. John the Baptist. Within it are several handsome
monuments, to record the memory of respectable families, and
2 good organ, removed from St. George’s Chapel, and presented
to the parish by his Majesty. The donations for the use of: the .
poor have been very numerous; and the funds being assisted by
some grants from the crown, have occasioned the rates for their
support to be less burthensome here, than in many other places.
In the year 1706, a neat free school was erected on the north
side of the church for thirty boys and twenty girls, who are
clothed and educated, partly by subscription, and pertly by the
income arising from several legacies.

The buildings in this town are chiefly of brick. The number
of houses is about 550. The inhabitants are computed at 3000.
In the year 1784 his Majesty was presented with a piece of land
by the corporation, for the erection of an hospital for sick sol-
diers. The building was begun and completed the same year. It
consists of two wards, sufficiently spacious to accommodate upwards
of forty men, with some additional apartments for the use of the
attendants. In the summer of 1793 a small, yet elegant theatre
was erected here, at the expence of Mr. Thornton, the manager.
The seasons of representation are restricted by the Lord Chame
berlain’s license to the Eton vacations, but the company have

lately
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abserves, that ‘ Lely was the Ladics’ painter;” and whether the
age was improved in beauty or in flattery, Lely’s women were cer-
tainly much handsomer than those of Vandyck. They please
as much more, as they evidently meaned to please; he caught
the reigning character, and,

On the animated canvas stole '
The sleepy eye that spoke the melting soul.”
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the various circumstances transacted during the twenty days
which the Kings of England and France passed in each other’s com-
pany. Who the artist was cannot be ascertained, but the piece
was evidently executed within a very short period afterthe occur-
rence of the cvents which it records. The principal characters
are faithful portraits; and the detail of the transactions is so full
and accurate, as to render it almost impossible to be executed
by any other than an eye witness. The interview took place on
the 7th of June, 1520 ; and the remainder of the time that it
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won; and though the numbers of the French were in a four-fold
proportion to his own, he permitted that division of his troops
which his son commanded to achieve the victory. The gallantry
of the Prince, then but fifteen years of age, was fully equal to
the arduous conflict; and when the darkness of the night termi-
nated the pursuit, the King flew into his arms, and exelaimed,
¢ My brave son! persevere in your honorable cause; you are
my son; for valiuntly bave you acquitted yourself to-day; you
have shown yourself worthy of empire.” The prince, grateful
for the caresses of his parent, dropt 1
his blessing. This picture is fourteen
feet four inches,

THE BaTTLE OoF NEVILLE'S CR
1346. During the time that Edward

# In the centre of the picture is TuE QurEN
her arms embroidefed upon her robes, &c. Lor
right-hand ; his crest upon his helmet, his arms
rampant Azure. Bchind them are HaTrizro, B
the arms of his sce impaled with those of his fa
. Sable, three cinquefoils Argent. Sir Grorrs
Asure, a cross engrailed Or. Sir Roszrt Nev
Argent. Zoucs, ArcHBisxor or YORK: an
paled with his own, viz. Gules, ten bezants, an
Mow3srAy: arms Gules, a lion rampant Argent.
coLn: the arms of his bishopric impaling his
Argent. Lorp Roos: hisarms Gules, three wate
yorD, ARCHBIsSHOP OF CANTERBURY: the
impaled with those of his family, which are ban
a lion rampant Gules, ducally crowned Or.

In the distanc’c are the BAnNERSs of the King of Scotland: Or a lion rampant,
within a double tressure flory, counterflory Gules. The Earl of Douglas: Ar.
gent a human heart, imperially crowned proper, on a chief Azure, three mullets
Argent. St. Andrew: Azure a saltire Argent, The Earl of Marr: Azure a bend
between six cross ciosslets fitcché Or.  The Earl of Murray: Azure three mul-
lets Argent, within a double tressure flory counterflory of the sccond. Lord
Keith, marshal of England, Argent on a chief Gules Sable. Lord Remsay,*
standard-bearcr to the King of Scotland : Argent an eagle displayed Sable.

The principél Leaders of the Scots. Tur EARL OF SUTHEZRLAND: crest on
his helmet, a tabby cat scjant erect. Loxp Ramsay: his crest on his helmet,
aunicorn’shead. Lozp Kritu: hiscrest a stag’s head.

BanNErs
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gallant comrades from almost certain slaughter, he offered, at

the intercession of the Cardinal Perigord, through whose urgent

solicitations the fight had been delayed, to purchase a retreat, by

ceding the whole of his conquests made during this and the for-

mer campaign, and also by stipulating not to carry arms against

France for seven years. These conditions were refused by John,

whose superiority of force inspired him with an assurance of

victory; and he insisted that the Prince, with 100 of his Knights,

should submit to an unconditional surrender: on these terms

alone would he consent to the

army. The gallant youth t

He declared that he would «

of his own and his father’s glo

mish the honor of the Engli

destroyed every hope of conci

the combat: but the day having been spent in negociating, the
battle

Banners. The Prince of Wales. James Lord Audley: Gules a fret Or. St
Ceorge, sce page 238.  The Captal de Bucke: Or on a cross Sable, five escallop
shells of the field. The Earl of Warwick : his arms first and fourth Gules, a fesg
between six cross crosslets Or for Beauchamp, second and third checky Or and
Azure; achevron Ermine for Newbourgh, the ancient earls.  Sir Fokn Pelham?
Azure three,pelicans Argent, vulning themselves proper. Sir Dennis Morchecky

Azure a fess Or. Lord Cobham: Gules on a chevron Or, three stars Sable. The . .

Marshal; a white banner.  The Earl of Suffolk: Sable, a_cross engrailed Or.
The Earl of Oxford: quarterly Gules and Or: in the first quarter a mullet Ara
gent. The Archbifkop of Sens: habited in hissurcoat, with his mitre on his head.
Jawmes Earl of Bourbon, in his surcoat, embroidered with the arms of France;
over all bend Gules, charged with three lions passant Or.  Jokn Earl of Arteis:
in a surcoat of France, with a label of three points Gules, on cach point three .
towers Or.  Sir Arnauld Cervantes : (better known as the Arck Priest:) ina sure
coat of the arms of France, within a bordure Gules.—In the forc.gmund are
these Trorrizs: The banner of France, The standard Orislamme, The ban-
ser of Lord Geoffrey de Charny, (standard.bearer to the King of Framce:) Gules
three escutcheons Argent. The Dauphin’s shield : arms of France and Dauphiny
quartcrly, and a label of three points. The Duke of Athens: shield with his
arms, viz. quarterly of nine pieces Gules and Ermine. The Lord ]ahCltrmau:
shield bearing a device of the Virgin Mary. The Duke of Bourbon: helmet with
his crest, a fleur de lys.  The Lord Eustace de Ribemont: helmet adorned with a
chaplet of pearls.
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The interment of these Monarchs beneath the same - roof, is
elegantly expressed by the muse of Pope in the following plaintive

lines:

Let softest strains ill-fated HEnNR Y mourn,

And palms eternal flourish round his urn.

Here, o’er the martyr King, the marble weeps,:
And fast beside him, once fear'd Eow arp sleeps, '
‘Whom not the extended ArLs1on could contain,
From old Belerium to the German main,

The grave unites; where ¢’en the great find rest,
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said to have been deposited within it. = The oaken pannels
opposite to this chapel are decorated with carvings of the arms
and devices of Prince Edward, son of Henry the Sixth; Edward
the Fourth; and Henry the Seventh; whose portraits also are
represented at full length on the pannels. Near the middle of the
aisle is Bray Chapel, erected by Sir Reginald Bray, before men-
iioned, and where his body was afterwards deposited, in pursu-
ance of the directions of his will. This gentleman was highly in-
strumental in the advancemennt of Henry the Seventh to the
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The wainscot and canopy are in the Gothic style, painted to
imitate Norway oak. The windows are ornamented with painted
glass. In one of them are the arms of their Majesties by Bristow,
a sun-flower by West, and a rose by Jarvis. In the chapter
house, which is situated at the east end of the north aisle, is a
whole length portrait of Edward the Third, dressed in his robes,
and holding a sword in his right hand, with the crowns of France
and Scotland.
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In the Merry Wives of Windsor, Mrs. Page recounts the tra-
ditionary story of Herne in these lines:

There is an old tale goes, that Herne the hunter,
Sometime a keeper here in Windsor forest,
Doth all the winter time, at atill of midnight,
‘Walk round about an oat, with ragged horns;
And there he blasts the tree and rakes the cattle, i
And makes milch-kine yield blood, and shakes a chain

- In a most hideous and dreadful manner.

. Herne is seid to have been keeper of - the fotest in theigime of
Elizabeth, .and having Been'guilty ofsorie offence, forwiich he
- -exfected to be disgraced; ‘hung himself wport this ok~ Tlasases
_"dulity of the ignorant pessantryt indiadtd’ them: to Mppespithad
g i pirt Banted thse spot, and S Froe: s hrematulbn
" "7 "bas chosen it as u-fit scené of attion % expose the comuiiiodd
- lascivious Falstaf, who had flte appuinted to meet the  Mar<
'fy Wives” in the character
oak in the last page was
diiwing taken but a few ¢
_and we are assured by a ge
st the making of the sket
the tree as it then stood,
_ articles made from the rem:
of the inhabitants at Wind,

FI

Tae favonu tuﬂueu

throngh the elegant fetes, {

* Mr. Gough, fahis British

B mamareble:

4+ The fint fete ot l’m‘nom‘

1795, tocommemorste her. birtl

in honor of the marriage of the P!
thie third on the 8th bf March, 1799, for gratitude at the recovery of the Prin-
cess Amelia: the fourth and last, in commemoration of the happy uupeof His
Majesty from a pistol-shot fired by a lunatic at Drury-lane Theatre, May 15the

-2800, .
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‘contrived to assimilate with the character of the place, the view
of every distant object being excluded by trees and underwood.
The recent improvements and alterations made in the gardens
are very considerable ; and are highly creditable to the taste and
judgment of the gentleman® who directed the operations.

The house, though not large, is a neat modern structure,
which has been much improved and beautified by Mr. Wyatt.
It is partly built with freestone, and partly cased; and is decorated
with a projecting colonnade towards the south, uniting the prin-
cipal building with two uniform wings. The apartments are
furnished in a plain but peculiarly ncat manner. One of them
is embellished with the original sketches by Mr. West, and
paintings by Miss Moser, that were copied to ornament the
throne in the castle; and severalf{fhers are decorated with paint- -
ings, and variety of drawings. -

Tue GReaT Park at Windsor reverted to His Majesty on
the death of the Duke of Cumberland, in the year 1791, since
which period it has undergone a variety of important alterations.
The principal entrance is skirted by a double.row of majestic
trees, ¢ whosc seeming boundless continuity fills the mind with
an idea of something like infinitude ; for the line is extended not
only along the whole of a very spacious plain, but up the distant
hill, over whose summit it appcars to curve, so that nothing like
termination is discernible.,”+ The eminence here mentioned
commands a vast extent of country, of which Windsor Town and
Castle, Eton College, Datchet, Harrow, Highgate, Hampstead,
and Stanwell, constitute the leading features. Near this spot is
Cumberland Lodge, a spacious edifice, where the last Duke of
Cumberland and his illustrious predeccssor, to whom it was given
in the year 1744, formerly resided.

The park is embellished with some rich. forest scenery, and
possesses great diversity and inequality of surface; but_ the

circumstances

® Major Price, brother to Uvedale Price, Esq. the judicious and classicat
. Commentator on the Picturesque.

+ Monthly Magagine, September 1799.
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take special care that all such unthrifty and common women as
follow the court be banished.”

TaEe humorous custom which formerly prevailed at Enborne,
near Newbury, respecting widows, is no longer observed. It is
said to be compounded for by a fine; but this is uncertain, the
court rolls being silent on the subject. The custom was this®
The widow of every copyhold tenant was permitted to retain
the possession of his lands, as long as she continued sole and
chaste; (dum sola et casta fuerit:) but if she was guilty of in=
continence, the estates were forfeited ; nor could they be restored,
unless she mounted a black ram, and went into the next
court held for the manor, riding backwards, and repeating a
quaint formula of words.



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.

. THOUGH the whole of Buckinghamshire, at the time of the
Roman invasion, appears to have been in the possession of the
CATTIEUCHLAXT, there is reason to believe that its western
parts had, at no very distant period, been peopled by the Ax-
cALITES, whose name is apparently derived from the term Uch-
elitwys, or the Inhabitants of High Grounds, thus called from
their relative situation to the Taveini, the appellation of the
tribe residing in the low grounds, near the rivers Thame and
Thames.

This county was included by the Romans in the division named
Fravia CxsarieNsis. After their departure, it became the
theatre of many battles and revolutions, and was at length con-
stituted a part of Mercia, to whose monarchs it remained subject
during the continuance of the heptarchy.

The origin of its name has given birth to various conjectures.
Camden imagines that it was derived from the Saxon word
Bucken, indicative of the beech trees with which it formerly
abounded, and which are still pleatiful in many parts of the coun-
ty. Those who have controverted this derivation, affirm, that its
etymology may be traced to the term Buccen, Bucks, or Deer ;
its forests having anciently afforded sustenance to thousands of
those animals. Spelman, and Brown Willis, incline to the lat-
ter opinion. i .

Buckinghamshire is bounded on the north by Northampton-
shire; on the east, by the counties of Bedford, Hertford, and
Middlesex; on the south, is Berkshire, and a point of Surrey; and
on the west, Oxfordshire. Its size has been variously estimated;
but the most correct computation has been given in the general
view of its agriculture; wherein it is said to be 45 miles in length,

eighteen
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- way to Stony Stratford, Newport-Pagnell, and Olney; soon
- afterwards, turning suddenly to the east, it leaves the county
near Brayfield.

The Ouse, slow winding through a level plain
Of spacious meads, with cattle sprinkled o'er,
Conducts the eye along its sinuous course

Delighted.
Cowrzr's Task.

The THAME rises near the borders of the county in Hertford-
shire, and flowing through the Vale of Aylesbury from east to
west,receives the waters of several smaller streams, and enters Ox-
fordshire near Thame, The interchange of traffic has been much
facilitated of late years by the Grand Junction Cunal, which
enters this county near Woolverton, and running eastward, goes
within a mile of Newport-Pagnell ; thence flowing to the south,
it passes Fenny Stratford, Stoke Hammond, Linslade, and
Ivinghoe, into Hertfordshire, near Bulbourne. From a branch
of the canal at Old Stratford, & cut has been made to Buck-
ingham, and another from Bulbourne to Wendover.

Buckinghamshire is in the diocese of Lincoln, with the ex-
ception of six parishes belonging to the See of Canterbury, and
four to the diocese of London, It sends fourtcen members to
parliament; viz, two for the Shire, two for Buckingham, two
for Aylesbury, two for Wycombe, two for Amersham, two for
Wendover, and two for Marlow ; pays twelve parts of the land-
tax, provides the militia with 560 men, and is in the Norfolk
circuit.

BUCKINGHAM

Was chosen, on the division of the kingdom into shires, to give
name to the county. It appears to have been a town of consi-
derable antiquity, being mentioned by Bishop Kennet, as the
spot near which the Roman general, Aulus Plautius, surprised
and routed the Britons under the command of Caractacus and

~ Togodumnus,
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small degree revived, and part of the county business brought
back, as is testified by the following inscription over the goal door.

The Right Honorable Richard Grenville Temple,
Lord Viscount Cobham,
Ca.used this Edifice to be erected at his own Expence,
For the Use of this Town and County ;
. The Summer Assizes being restored to this Place,
And fixed here by Act of Parliament
In the year 1758.

" 'The most conspicuous and principal ornament of Buckingham,
is the church, which stands proudly exalted on the summit of an
artificial mount, anciently occupied by a castle. This stately
fabric was began in 1777, and completed in four years, at the
expence of about 7000l. the greater part of which was paid by
the late Earl Temple, whose liberality on this, and several other
occasions relative to the town, is a frequent theme of panegyric
with the old inhabitants. Besides his Lordship’s present towards
defraying the expences of this building, the townsmen raised
20001. by life annuities, the interest of which was charged on the
poor rates.* The church is built of stone, and has a handsome
square tower attached to its south-west end, ornamented with
pinnacles, embrasures, and a light tapering spire, which rises
to the height of 150 fect from the ground. The interior
is constructed on the same plan as Portland Chapel in
London. A large gallery, supported by Doric columns, projects
from three of its sides. From the gallery rises twelve more
columns of the Ionic order, sustaining a richly decorated ceiling.
The seats are all of oak wainscotting. The altar is embellished
with a tolerable good copy of Raphael’s much celebrated picture
of the Transfiguration, given to the parish by the Marquis of
Buckingham. About 200 yards south-west of the church is the
burial-ground ; where a small chapel, or room, has been erccted

for

“ * This tax, and the distresses occasioned among the lower classes by the severity
of the times, have augmented the poor rates to 83, in the pound.
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. '

SocraTES,

Qui corruptissim4 in civitate innocens,
Bonorum hortator, unici cultor Dzr,
Ab inutili otio, & vanis disputationibus,
Ad officia vite, & societatis commoda,
Philosophiam avocavit,
Hominum sapientissimus.

HoMER,

Qui poetarum primus, idem & maximus,
Virtutis preco, & immortalitatis largitor,
"Divino carmine
Ad pulchr® audendum, & patiendum fortiter,
Omnibus notus gentibus, omnes incitat,

EPAMINONDAS,

Cujus 3 virtute, prudentid, verecundis,
Thebanorum respublica
Libertatem simul & imperium,
Disciplinam bellicam, civilem & domesticam
Accepit ;

Eoque amisso, perdidit.

Ue "TrE

SocrATes, who, innocent in the midst of a most corrupted people; the
encourager of the good; a worshipper of the one God ; from useless specula-
tions, and vain disputes, restored philosophy to the duties of life, and the
benefit of society.—The wisest of men.

Homzr, the first and greatest of poets; the herald of virtue; the giver of
immortality; who, by his divine genius, known to all nations, incites all,
nobly to dare, and to suffer firmly.

EraminNoNDas, by whose valor, prudence, and modesty, the Theban
esommonwealth gained liberty and empire, military discipline, civil and doe
mestic policy ; all which, by losing him, she lost.



~
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Tue Temrre or Britise WORTHIES is a semicircular
building, erected on the banks of the upper lake, after a design by
_Kent. It contains the busts of the following celebrated charac-
ters, with appropriate inscriptions :

Arzxanoer Porz, who, uniting the correctness of judgment to the fire of
\genius, by the melody and power of his numbers, gave sweetness to sense, and
grace to philosophy. He employed the pointed brilliancy of wit to chastise
the vices, and the eloquence of poetry to exalt the virtues, of human nature;
and being without a rival in his own age, imitated and translated, with a spirit
equal to the originals, the best Poets of antiquity.

S1n TuomAs Crrsnan, who, by the hononable profession of a merchant,
having enriched himself and his country, for carrying on the commerce of the
world, built the Royal Exchange.

IcnaTivs Jones, who, to adom his country, introduced and rivalled the
Greek and Roman architecture,

Jonn MiLton, whose sublime and unbounded ‘genius equalled a subject
~. that carried him beyond the limits of the world. -

Wirriax SEAxESPEARE, Whose excellent genius opened to him the whole
heart of man, all the mines of fancy, all the stores of nature; and gave him
power, beyond all other writers, to move, astonish and delight mankind.

Joun Loexe, who, best of all philosophers, understood the powers of the
human mind; the nature, end, and bounds of civil government; and, with
equal sagacity, refuted the slavish system of usurped authority over the rights,
the consciences, or the reason of mankind.

Six Isaac Nzawton, whom the God of nature made to comprchend‘ his
works.

Siz Francis Bacon, Lorp Viruram, who, by the strength and light
of superior genius, rejecting vain speculation and fallacious theory, taught to
pursue truth, and improve philosophy by the certain method of experiment.

Kinc Arrrep, the mildest, justest, most beneficent of kings; who drove
out the Danes, secured the scas, protected learning, established juries, crushed
corruption, guarded liberty, and was the founder of the English constitution,

Epwarp, Prince or Warxs, theterror of Europe, the delight of Eng-
land; who prescrved unaltered, in the height of glory and fortune, his natural
gentleness and modesty.

Qurzn Ertzaner, who confounded the projects, and destroyed the
. power, that threatencd to oppress the liberties of Europe; shook off the yoke
' of

.
\

N






_ vepresenting Hercic Poetry, and decorated vnthmlhopbiu.
The pedestal is inscribed with this epitaph : ‘

Ye weeping muses, graces, virtues, tell,

o If, since yourall-accomplish’d Sipyx vy fell, °
v You, or afflicted Britain, e’er deplord

A loss like that these plaintive lays record;

Such spotless hanor, such ingenuous truth,

Such ripen’d wisdom in the bloom of youth}

So mild, so gentle, so compos’d a mind,

‘To such heroic warmth and courage join'd}

He too, like S1przy, nurs’d in lenmmg’l anm,

"9 Ko nobler wfonookhq peaceful charms

R Like him, pom‘d of every planng}ut. o,
' The secret wish of every virgin’s heart;

P Like him, cut off in youthful glory's pride,
e " He, umplmng, for his country dy'd.
Gzoros Lorp Lyrrizvon.
" This gallant officer, whose accomplishments are thus comme-_
morated, was mortally wounded in the thigh, in an engagement
- between the French and the fleet of Admiral Anson. When
expiring, he exclaimed, “.How much better it is thus to die,
than to stand arraigned before a court-martial.”

Tre GroTTO is situated in & romantic dell, and composed of
broken stones, pebbles, flints, spars, and other materials. It
consists of two caverns: from the lowermost, the water flows into
a rivulet ornamented with several small islands, and overshadowed
by a variety of intersecting branches, Fossils, petrifactions, and
spars, constitute the inside of the grotto, which is also decorated
with two white marble basons, and a statue of Venus apparently
rising from the bath. The following beautiful lines, justly
descriptive of the situation, from Milton, are inscribed on a
tablet of marble:

Goddess of thesilver wave,
To thy thick embowered cave,
Toarched walks, and twilight groves,

_ And shadows brown, which Sylvan loves,
When the sun begins to fling

His flaring beams, me, Goddess, bring. ,
.o » A Tax






Ricardo Vicecomiti de Cobbam,
Exerciticum Britannicorum Marescallo,
Qui in castris, et in negotiis,

Rempublicam sustinuit;
Et elegantiori hortorum cultu
His primum in agris illustrato

Patrium ornavit,
MDCCXLVIL.*

L. Luculli summi viri virtutis quis? Quam
Multi villarum magnificentiam imitati sunt!
Turry’s Orricss,¢

- And yeu; brave Cobham, to the latest breath, - ...
"I Shall feel your ruling passion strong in death; .. .
«* - Sueh in those moments as in all the past: ,°, ..
¢ Oh, save my Country, Heav'n!” shall be your last,
' A. Pore,

Consult the genius of the place in all,

That bids the waters rise or gently fall ;

That bids th’ ambitious hills the heav’ns to scale,
Or scoops in circling theatres the vale;

Calls in the country, catches op’ning glades;
Unites the woods, and varies shades from shades;
Nature shall join you; Time shall make it grow
A work ta wonder at—perhaps a STowE.
A. Pors.

Near this column is a beautiful temple, called the QUEEN’S
BUILDING, originally designed by Kent, since whose time it
. has

# To Richard Lord Viscount Cobham, Marshal of the British Armies,
whose military and civil Talents sayed his Country; and who adomed it by 3
fuore elegant System of modern Gardening, finst illustrated on this Spot.

¥ How many bave imitated the Magnificence of the Villas of L. Luculluy}
How few his Vyt_nnl
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- small intersecting circular arches, attached to the wall. The
‘windows are all small, and the mouldings ornamentsd with
gigzag sculpture. The principal éntrance is on the west side,
‘which is more embellished than any other part. On this side
there are three arches. The centre arch farms the door-way, and
is supported by two pillars on each side, with square capitals
and zigzag mouldings.® .

LISCOMBE HOUSE,

.

Tae seat of Sir Jonathan Lovett,} Bart. is about three miles
east of Stewkley. The estate has belonged to the present family
for upwards of 500 years, and is said to derive its name from & for-
tification raised in the adjoining woods, and the combe, or valley,
which runs from the front of the house. This mansion stands
on the brow of a gentle eminence, which commands a fine view
over the villages of Stewkley and Soulbury, and the north part of
the county. The building is principally composed of brick,
and covered with a composition. It occupies three sides of a
quandrangle; the fourth side is partly taken up with a small cha-
pel. The front of the house, measuring about 166 feet, is orna-
mented with four circular and two square turrets, rising from the
ground, and projecting before the building. The whole is sur-
rounded with embrazures, and assumes a castellated appearance.

The

® The era of the erection of this fabric is unknown. Some workmen, who
repaired the roof of the chancel, after it had been damaged by a storm a few years
ago, arc reported to have observed the date 1006 inscribed on a stone. This
information, however, must be regarded as doubtful, as the most diligent- in-
quirers have hitherto been unable to trace the introduction of Arabic numerals
into England to an earlier period than 1050. A view of this church has been
given in Grose’s Antiquities.

+ This name has been variously written in differentages. A manuseript me-
morandum of the family states, that William, the sonof Richard de fiouet;
came into England with William the Conqueror, and that the preseat family
téace their descent from the above William, to- whom the Conquerer granted ,
¢crtaiii. portions of lands in Bedfordehire, Berkshire, Leicesop North
smpeonshire. .. ) -












reputation of sanctity in that age so fruitful for ssints, with
the additional reputation of miracles.” How it descended from
this lady we are not informed; but it was afterwards a manor
ri}yal belonging to William the Conqueror, who invested his
&vontes with some of the lands, under the nngula.( tenure of
providing straw for his bed® and chamber, and three cels for
lul use, in winter; and in summer, straw, rushes, -and two
green geese; thrice every year, if he should visit Aylesbury so,
qftex;, In the reign of Henry the Eighth, the manor was pur-
cbased by Sir John Baldwin, Chief }ustice of the Common Pleu,
of the heir of .the Ear] of Wilts and Ormond, to whom jt had
descended from the Fita-piers, Earls of Essex, It afterwards
bpcame the property of the Packingtons,t one of whom married
the daughter of Sir John Baldwin, and has regularly descended to
the present Sir John Packington; byt has Jately-been advertised
for sale.

This town is situated near the centre of the county, on a small
eminence, rising gradually on all sides, in the rich and extensive
tract distinguished as the Vale of Aylesbury. Leland describes
the town as being built with timber ; but since his time it has been
greatly jmproved, and most of the houses are now of brick,

The

* Straw, as appears from the fourth volume of the Archizologia, was used for
the King’s bed so lately as the yeign of Henry the Eighth.

+ How completely the town was in possession of this family will appear
from the following remarkable letter, preserved in the Chapel of the Rolls, among
the returns of Parliament writs of the fourteenth of Elizabeth. ¢ To al|
Christian people, to whom this present writing shallcome; I, Dame DoroTny
PackiNcTON, late wife of Sir John Packington, Knight, lord and owner of
the town of Aylesbury, send greeting. Know ye me, the said DoxoTny
PAacriNGcTON, to have chasen, d, and appointed my trusty and well
beloved Thomas Litchfield and George Burden, Esqrs. to be my Burgesses of
my said town of Aylesbury. And whatever the said Thomas and George,
Burgesses, shall do in the service of the Queen’s Highness in that present Parlia-
ment to be holdep at Westminster, the 8th of May next ensuing the date hereof,
1 the same Dorothy Packington do ratify and approve to be of my own act as
fully and wholly as if I were witness or present there. In witness whereaf,
to these presefits, I have set my seal, this 4th day of May, inthe 14th year of
the reign of my Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, of l-nghnd.
" France, and Ircland, Queen, &c.”













piety, in whichtime (besides the building ot four goodly mamsions) he revived
the ruins of this chapel, added these monuments to honor his blood and -
frim‘ds, raised the foundation of the adjoining hospital,® and lastly, & full of
years as of honor, having served five succeeding princes, and kept himself right
and steady in many dangerous shocks, 3nd three utter tums of state, with a body
bgnt to earth, and a mind erected to heaven, aged 80, knighted 60 years, he
met his long attended .end, and now rests with his Redeemor, leaving much .
patrimony with his name, hooor with the world, and plentiful tears with his
friends. -
Of which sacrifice he offers his part, that being a sharer in his blood, as well
samany his honorable favors, and an honor of his virtues, this narrowly registes-
_ eth his spread worth'to ensuing time.
- William Scott.

. Near this is a magnificent_altar-monument, supported with
surcoats and helmets, and adorned with banners, battle-axes,
and javelins. On it is the figure of the Knight in complete ar-
mour, with a surcoat, collar and george of the order of the gar--
ter; is head reposing on an helmet adorned with a plume of
feathers. Over the effigies of the Knight is this inscription:

Fide & Constantia—Vixit Deo patriz & amicis....annos °®
Fide & Constantia—Christo spiritvm carnem sepvichro commendavi
Fide & Constantia—Scio, credo, expecto mortvvm resvrrectionem.

Beneath on a black marble tablet are the following lines:

If Fortvnes stoore or Natvres wealthe commende
They both vnto his virtves praise did lende
The warrs abroade with honor he did passe
In covrtly jvsts his Sovereigns knight he was
Sixe princes he did serve, and in the frighte
And change of state did keep himself vpright
With

® There is nothing remaining of this building, nor do the neighbouring
villagers recollect any such a place.












]
"1 Nurrsy Asszy still displays its ivy-clad ruins in the vicinity
of Long Brandon, It was founded by Walter Giffard, Earl of
- Buckingham, and Cormengard his wife, for Augustine canons
regular, in the year 1162. Its endowments were confirmed by
Henry the Second and King John, who granted many new privi-
leges and immunities to its “ rapacious monks,” as they are.
dénominated by Brown Willis. The annual value at the disso-
lution amounted to 4371. 6s. 8d. and its inhabitants to eighteen.

CriLToN has become celebrated as the birth-place of Sir

riot judge, who steadily opposed the levy-

iout authority of Parliament in the reign

‘He was descended from the ancient

who being attached to the Lancastrians

e rival houses, were obliged to conceal

itious name till the accession of Henry the

Seventh, but afterwards retained it as a memorial of past danger.

Sir George filled the office of Lord Chief Justice of the King’s

Bench many years, and during the perilous time which preceded

the yar between Charles and his Parliament, performed the du-

ties @ his high station with the greatest integrity. He died on
the 5th of February, 1641.

UrreR WINCHENDON became the property of Philip Lord
Wharton® on his marriage with the heiress of the Goodwins,
. Thomas, his successor, made it his chief residence, and effected
many considerable improvements in the ancient mansion house
and its surrounding grounds, which at that time were considered
as the finest in the county. On the attainder of his eccentric-
son, the Duke of Wharton, the estate was sold to the famous
Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, from whom it descended to the
present Duke, who only uses it for a hunting seat. The old man-
sion was removed about forty years since, and the materials-
sold ; but some of the adjoining offices have been fitted up as a
residence for the steward, and occasionally for the family.

EYTHORY?, -

. * See particulars of this family under Woobur in this county.
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Seventh, only for the purpose of having it more formally con-
veyed to him. Henry the Eighth gave it to John, afterwards
Lord Russel; but, in the reign of James the First, it became
the property of the Drake family by an intermarriage with the
daughter and heiress of William Tothill, Esq. The present
possessor is Thomas Drake Tyrwhitt Drake, Esq. a collateral
descendant. This family was originally seated at Ash, near
Exmouth, Devon.

This ancient town is seated in a vale between woody hills. It
consists of a long wide street, crossed
smaller one. Near the point of intersection is the

. and a tower

pews ; and also three galleries fitted up by

who, when this structure was repaired in the year

window of painted glass brought from a deeayed

Lamer, in Hertfordshire, and placed in the chancel.

upper compartments are a Lamb' and a Dove,

Faith, Hope, and Charity, with their proper emblems.

_in two rows, are whole length figures of the twelve Apostles.

the chancel is a large marble monument to the

Elizabeth Bent, who bequeathed 700l. to purchase

income of which she directed to be given to the

preaching sermons and administering the sacrament to the poor.

She also appropriated the interest of 100l. to the use of godly

widows, who should coustantly attend divine service, and receivi

the communion. The monument-room is paved with marble,

and was built by onc of the Drakes purposely to rececive the

family monuments. One of them, erected to the memory of

Montague Gerrard Drake, who died in 1728, was executed by

Scheemaker, and is very magnificent. It is composed with vari~

ous colored marble. Mr. Drake is represented on a sarcopliagus,

with his head reclined on his left hand. At his feet is @ Jarge

statue of his widow, sitting; and near his head is the figure of

Hymen weeping, and bearing gn extinguished torch, Over the
domb
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A three quarter portrait of QUEEN EL1ZABETH, who is pro-
fuscly decorated with lace, beads, and bracelets: her right
hand rests on a globe. In the back-ground is a representation
of the Spanish Armada on one side, and the storm which dis-
persed it on the other. .

A small Landscape with Figures: Francis Van Lins, 1741.

Lorp CunanNceLrLor HarTon : C. Janson,

Four Pieces, representing a Storm at Sea; Sun-Set; a Calm,
with the Sun breaking through a Fog; and Sun-Rise. These
were executed by Vernet, and are dated 1747, The three first
are very finely executed ; the fourth is a dark pictuse, varying -
from the artist’s usual style, and appmntly an imitation of seme
Flemish piece. :

A Engagement at Sea: L. A. Carter. .

Two Landscapes, with Ruins; Views in Italy Vaa M
1742.

. An upright Landscape, with Rocks and Waterfall : Van Dent.
The composition is bold and spirited, and the coloring fine. K
bears a strong resemblance to some of the productions ef
Salvator. )
~ Some good paintings, by Fraacis Balow, of Fish, Birds, &e.

Amang the first is a portrait of 8 Jack caught in the lake-before
the house, which weighed 34 pounds. . Y T

HIGH or CHIPPING WYCOMBE .

Is situated on the banks of a rivulet in a valley, as itq.m.:‘.
implies ; and if not the largest town in Buckinghamshire, is cer-
tainly the most handsome. The antiquities found in its neigh-
bourhood, particularly a tessalated pavement®, and various

Roman

* This pavement was found in a meadow in the groundsat Loakes, now
Wycombe Abbey, in the year 1724. It was about nine feet square, with the -
figure of a wild beast in the centre, and the borders curiously ornamented with
small-square stones of different colors : the coins discovered with it were those
of- Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius. Several other coins have been found

in the'neighbourhood ; and also part of a Roman vessel in digging a cellar in
tht High-Street.
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manship: between the arches is the figure of a priest, and a
bishop’s head with a mitre. Many persons of the very ancient
family of the I)’Oyleys are interred within this fabric.*

This parish is nearly five miles in length, and four in breadth.
It contains about 1200 acres of woodland, 5500 arable and
pasture, and 150 common and waste. The number of farms
are 30, the cottages 154 ; the inhabitants nearly 1000. This
neighbourhood is rendered extremely beautiful by the inequality
of the ground, and the fine mixture of wood, corn, and pasture,
which diversifies the appearance of the vales and eminences.

' ' GRRENLAND

. % One monument, erected to the memary of this family, is composed of
alabaster. Itconsists of twelve figures as large as life, kneeling, and very elegant-
ly sculptured. They represent Sir Cope D'Oyley, (the beir to the family of
the D’Oyleys who founded the abbies of Osency and Mistenden, and the
castle of Oxford,) his lady, and their ten children, five sons and five daugh-
ters. The poetry beneath the figures is somewhat singular ; and as it records the
virtues of a family of much celebrity in the county, we shall insert a copy.

Usder the Knight is inseribed:
Ask not of me, Who's buri¢d here ?
Goe ask the commons, ask the shiere,
Goc ask the church, they’ll tell thee who,
As well as blubber’d eyes can do.
Goe ask the heraulds, ask the poor,
Thine ears shall hear enough to ask no morp,
. Then if thine eyes bedew this sacred urne,
Each drop a pearl will tumne,
T’adorn his tombe; or if thou can’st not vent,
Thou bring’st more marble to his monument.

Under the Lady is inscribed :
Would'st thop, reader, draw to life
The perfect copy of a wife,
jlead' on; and then fpm shame redeem
That lost, but honorable name.
This was once in spirit a Jael,
Rebecca in grace, in heart an Abigail,
In works a Porcas, to the church a Hanna,
And to her spouse Susanna ;
Prudently simple, providently wary;
To the world a Martha, and ta heav’n 3 Mary.
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GreeNLAND House, near Hambledon, at the time of the
civil wars, was the residence of Sir John D’Oyley, through
whose attachment to the royal cause it was converted into a gar-
rison, and sustained a sicge of six months, when most part of
the building having been destroyed, the governor, Colonel
Hawkins, capitulated on honorable terms. The remains of the
house has been fitted up as a farm, which exhibits but few spe-
cimens of the former grandeur of the mansion. The fortificar
tions raised during the siege are yet distinguishable.

MEDMENHAM,

Ar the time of the Domesday survey, was held by Hugh de
Bolebeck, whose eldest son having endowed the abbey at Woburn,
in Bedfordshire, gave this manor to found a cell to it; but the
latter was not built till the barony descended to his brother Wal-
ter, who, in consequence, has erroncously been considered as
the founder. In the reign of Henry the Eighth, it was annexed
to Bisham Abbey, in Berkshire; but from the return made by
the commissioners at the dissolution, appears to have been of very
little importance, bavingonly two monks, ‘“ who both desyren
to go to houses of religion. Servants none~—~Woods none—Debts
none—DBells, &c, worth 21, 1s. 8d. The house wholly in ruins,
and the value of the moveable goods only 1l 3s. 8d.” The
abbat was epistolar of the order of the Garter,

In the last century, this little abbey became particularly cele-
brated from having been made the retiring place of a society of
men of wit and fashion, under the title of Monks of St. Francis,
whose habits they assumed. Their manners are said to have
been very opposite to the strictness of the former inhabitants ;
but the statement of the disgusting tenets of this new institu-
tion, contained in a publication of the day®, was most probably
heightened into falsehood, The descriptions neither agree with
the building nor its situation; but whatever were the real prin-

Bb4 ciples

* Chrysal, or the Adventures of a Guinca.
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einles of the gociety, mhany of their- transections were undoubt~
ddly vicious and dishonorable. The words  Fay ce que
voudras,” the motte of this last order, is inscribed over the
doar.

This building is very pleasantly situated on the banks of the
Thames, beween Henloy and Great Marlow, Brown Willis, whe
visited it in the year 1718, observes, that ¢ it geems to bave becn
a very neat and stately building, well wrought with ashler-work :
the four pillars remaining are very handsome, and the windows
high and spacious,”  Its present state is described by Mr.
Langley in the following words: ¢The abbey-house, with its ivy-
mantled roof and walls, forms a very picturesque object. The
late addition of a ruined tower, cloister, and other correspond-
ing parts, is made with so much taste and ptopriety, that when
time shall have worn off all traces of the rule, and blunted its
Bharp edges ; when the ivy shall have continwed its embraces,
and the mosses of various hues overspread the surface; some
future writer will be disposed to class it with the more ancient
pile, Within the cloister a room is fitted up with the same good
taste, and the glare of light is judiciously excluded by the pleas-
ing gloom of ancient stained glass, chiefly coronets, roses, and
portcullises.  The figure of the Virgin (the abbey seal) seated
on a throne, and holding the infant Saviour in her arms, carved
in marble, stills remains, and is placed in a niche in the tower.”
The site of the abbey was purchased of the Duffield fomily, in
1779, by John Morton, Esq. whose widow sold it, together with
the neighbouring villa of Danesfield, in the ycar 1786, to Robert
Scott, Esq. the present owner.

DANESFIELD, the elegant residence of the above gentleman,
was 50 named from a strong and perfect Danish encampment on
the estate in the form of a rude horse-shoe. The situation of the
camp was peculiarly inviting, the back part being defended by a
thick wood, and the fiont towards the Thames strengthened
by a high clifi. The circular part is fortified by a double vallum.
Bome warlike instruments were discovered a few years since, in

making
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making » walk round the rampart. The house and grounds have
been cansiderably improved by Mr. Scott.

I1aRLEY-FoRD, the seat of William Clayton, Esq. was erect-
ed from a design of Sir Robert Taylor, ia the year 1755, on
the site of the ancient manar-house, a very spacious edifice
built on a similar plan to Hurley House, on the opposite banks
of the Thames, This mansion is not large, but the apartments
are very conveniently disposed. The library is nest and elegant.
The pictures are chiefly fumily portraits. The house.is sheltered
from the cold blasts of the north by a fine grave, where the
beech and fir display their contrasted verdure. The lawn is
ornamented with venerable chesaut and forest trees. The walks
are extensive, and open to many varied and interesting prospects,
Several small buildings are dispersed through the grounds, the
peincipel of which, the Temple of Friendship, was a tribute of
respect.to this family, presented by the late Dr, Thomas, Bishop
of Rochester. Its architecture i nest and appropriate, and its
situation extremely well chosen. Over the door is a shert inscripe
tion, expressive of the grateful friendship of the donor.

SevyuouRr's CoUuRT was ancicatly the property of the nobk
family of that name, but is now vested in the dean and chapter
of Bristol, The ancicat manor-house was so much damaged in
the civil wars, that the whole of it has. since been demolished.
Its situation, was singularly pleasant, commanding a fine sweep
of the Thames, the town of Marlow embosomed in trees, and g
very beautiful intermixture of woods, meadows, and cultivated
ground. Accqrding to the tradition of the country, this was the
birth-place of Quecn Jane Seymour; though our historians have
given that houor to Wolf-hall, the ancient seat of she Seymours
in Wiltshire,

GREAT MARLOW,

S1TUATED in a very pleesant part of the county, near the
banks of the Thames, is said by Camden to derive its name from
the chalk, commagly called marle, which he ohserves,  being laid

OR
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ke-is.but indifferently supplied; and.ity littls. cornetgmele- ehinttyr
carried op hy sample. The chuzch .ist o Jarge ancient structuss,
dedicated to AllL Saints. It censists.of a body snd twa.sisles;
with a_ trapsept dividing, it from. the chancel: From the towen
. »mu.q mdanqlre, built in.the yeax:1627.. Theyingideiis plaim
and decent. In the front gellery ins. largp handrosgan,, avacteds
by subscription in 1775. The chancel is-separated:fram.the.nawe
by an ancient. stone: screen. The - altar is: of osk, handsomelyr
carved. .The.ghurch oontains. ¢.numper. of. monummtal mecyipy
tlom, bq& not ny,(hlemn;of particular notice, '
The o}d bridga across. the Thames, at Marlow, apgears-to-.lmve:
Inen.of very remote antiquity; Among, the. patent. rolls of® thae
T_ower, aro_granis, dated during the reigus of Edwacd the Thicd,
Blchu'd the Second, and Henry the Fourth,. sllawing, the bailifls.
to Neﬁ“ldaﬂmds,w-m,mm%emh.pb
nng‘omornnduthahndgp the. receipta- to be upndd fon
ropgirs. . Part of this bridge was destroyed by the army of. Majer
_Generel. Brown' in. 1642 ; and. the Parliament ordered.s county-
rate to. be. levied. for its repnution. In 1787 this structures bee
com’mg\ ruingus. and unsafe, occasioned an application: to ba
made to the caunty for rebuilding it; but. the magjstrates. not.
thmhng the evidence of its being & county bridge conclusivey
refused to accede to the request ; on.which the Marquis of Buck~
mﬁham proposed a subscription, and. 1800). was raised in the
year 1798, when the present bridge wes erected.. Lt is.& cammo-
dious wooden fabric, with the ballustrades paioted white.in.imi-
tation of stone work. The contiguous scomery: is richly variegated
with the foliuge. of different colored woads. :
The principul charitable institutions are two free-schools, foun-
ded by Sir William Borlase about 1624. One is for twenty-four.
boys, of whom three are chosen from Medmenham, aad three.from.
Great Marlow. The other is for the sume number of girls, who, by,
the articles of cndowment, were to be taught to kait, spin, and
ma}se lace; hut the latter branch is- neglected, the trustecs al~
ledging, that the estates arc inadequate for the purpose.. The
boys are allowed forty shillings. each to put them apprentice.
The
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dowry to William Mareschal,Earl of Pembroke, from whom it came
into the possession of Gilbert, Earl of Clare. Its further descent is
involved in some obscurity ; but it seems to have been attached
to the Benedictine nunnery founded here about the reign of Hen-
ry the Second; by whom is uncertain. On the dissolution it was
granted to Bisham Abbey; and, after passing through two or
threc hands, became the property of John Borlase, Esq.
whose family was anciently situated in Cornwall, but came to

WOOBURN

Is a flourishing village, situated in a pleasant narrow valley, with
& river meandering through its bosom, and giving motion to seve-
ral corn and paper mills. Previous to the Normap invasion,
it belonged to Earl Harold, but after that eveat became the
property of the See of Lincoln, under whose bishop Remigius, it
was probably separated int6 the manors of Bishop’s Wooburn,
: and
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and Wooburn Deyncourt. The former remained attached to
Lincoln, and became the favorite scat of its bishops, the rectory
being converted into the episcopal palace; but was alienated in .
1547, and two years afterwards granted to John, Duke of Bed-
ford, whose son sold it about 1580 to Sir John Goodwin. The
latter was held of the above Sce by Walter Deyncourt, in whose
family it continued till the year 1420, when William, the last
male heir, dying a minor, was succeeded by his sister Alice,
married to William, Lord Lovell, whose grandson Francis,® ine
herited her estates, which, onhis attainder, at the commencement
of the reign of Henry the Seventh, reverted to the Crown. By
Henry the Eighth the manor was granted for a certain term to
Sir William Compton, (ancestor to the Earls of Northampton,)
whose posterity inhcrited it till the latter end of the reign of
Elizabeth, who granted it in perpetuity to Robert Spencer and
Robert Atkins, Esqs. but it soon afterwards became vested in the
Goodwins, by the marriage of Sir John Goodwin with the daugh-
ter of Sir William Spencer, and thus the two manors again
were united. In the reign of Charles the First, Jane, the sole

heiress of the Goodwins, married Philip, Lord Wharton.
This Nobleman having succeeded to the estates of the Good-
wins, made Winchenden his principal place of residence till the
-decease of bis lady, after which he resided at Wooburn. His
Lordship appears to have been a friend to the principles through
which Charles the First was ejected from the throne, and was one
of the Commissioners sent by Parliament to Scotland ; yet, as he
had taken no decided part in the execution of the Monarch, he
was, at the Restoration, permitted to retire into privacy. The op-
pressive conduct of James the Second again called him to the busy
world, and he had the pleasure of ¢ seeing his exertions in favor of
constitutional

*® This nobleman was made knight of the garter by Richard the Third, whose
cause he had embraced, and likewise one of his ministers. The quibbling distich
written by William Collingbourne, and for which he was brought to the gallows
under pretence of rebellion, refer to this Francis, The verse was as follows:

¢ The cat, the rat, and Loveil the dog,
¢ Rule all England under the bog.”
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constitutional liberty sealed by the Bill of Rights.” William the
Third visited him at Wooburn soon after'he had obtained posses-
sion of the crown. Lord Wharton died in 1695, at the advanced
uge of 83, and was succeeded by Thomas his son, whose attach-
ment to the cause of freedom was eminently displayed by the
first draught of the invitation to the Prince of Orange, which is
said to lrave been composed by his Lordship. For this and other
services he was made privy counsellor by King William ; and in
the year 1706 was created Viscount Winchenden and Earl
Wharton, for his conduct in settling the terms of the union with
Scotland. 1In the high political disputes which divided the na-
tion during the latter years of Queen Anne, his Lordship opposed
the Ministry ; yet soon after the accession of George the First,
he was made Lord Privy Seal; and on the first of January, 1715,
created Marguis of Wharton and Malmsbury. These honors he
enjoyed but a short time, for he died on the 12th of April fol-
lowing, and was succeeded by the versatile Philip, of whom we
have before spoken.® This inconsistent and extraordinary
character, whose life being regulated by no principle, dis-
played a mingled series of absurd and contradictory actions,
resigned his breath in a disgraceful obscurity at a small monas-
tery in Spain. lis vigor of talent, and strange impropriety of
conduct, have been finely described by Pope in his Moral Essays.

WuarTON, the scorn and wonder of our days,

Whose ruling passion was the lust of praise;

Born with whate’er could win it from the wise,

‘Womecn and fools must like him, or he dies.

‘Though wondering senates hung on all he spoke,

The club must hail him master of the joke.

Shall parts so various aim at nothing new ?

He'll shine a Tully and a Wiimot too;

Then turns repentant, and his God adores

With the sane spirtit that he drinks and whoresg

Enough, if all around him but admire;

And now the punk applaud, and now the friat.
Thus

* Sce description of Woburn, Bedfordshire.
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This mansion was taken down in the year 1750, and the ma-
terials sold for 800l. Soon afterwards one of the stable wings
was fitted up as a dwelling-house by Mr. Bertie; and in 1769 the
whole was ncw fronted, and converted into a convenient family
residence, by the crection of some additional apartments. The
Wycombe stream flows through the garden and meadows. The
chapel connected with the old manor-house, is still mentioned in
terms of admiration by the aged inhabitants of the village.

In a small room adjoining to this structure, named Little Ease,
from the inconvenient manner in which it was constructed, some
of those unfortunate people, whom a corrupted prelacy called
heretics, were confined in the lattor end of the reign of Henry

‘the Seventh. The palace was then inhabited by Bishop Smith,
whose zeal for persccution appears to have been heightened by
the constant perusal of a manual which he had composed from
directions contained in a larger work, for the behaviour of eccle-
siastics towards those who held heterodox opinions. Thomas
Chuce, of Amersham, who had given offence by his religious
tenets, was seized, in 1306, and having in vain been exhorted to
recant, was imprisonced by the Bishop in the above chamber. The
Bishop’s chaplains next attempted to induce him to renounce the
principles of his belief; but neither arguments nor threatenings
having any influence, they strangled, and pressed him to death
privately. To conceal the knowledge of this detestable transaction,
as well as to stigmatize the memory of their immolated victim,
they reported that he had hanged himself in his prison, on which
he was disgracefully buried as a suicide in Norland Wood, in a
highway between Wooburn and Little Marlow.,

Wooburn church is a large ancient building, with a nave, two
aisles, and a good tower. It cuntains several monuments
of the Bertic and Wharton families. The one to the memory of
Philip, Lord Wharton, who died in 16935, is a handsome mural
monument of grey marble.  The funt is a curious and ancient
picce of carved work. This parish contains 2596 acres, princi-
pally disposed in arable and wood land ; about 230 houses, and
1200 inhabitants, The Wycombe stream runs through the

whole












388 BUCKINGHAMSHIRE,

The wings were the only parts of this stately fabric that escaped
the flames. The terrace occupies the brow of the very lofty
eminence on which the house was situated, and is reported to
be higher than that at Windsor, whose castle and contiguous
buildings constitute the prominent objects of the view, The de-
clivity towards the Thames is finely hung with natural woods ;
and the prospect of the meanderings of that river, with the prolific -
meadows nourished by its waters, are extremely beautiful.
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and Amersham, 1001, each, to be laid out in the purchase of
lands; the rents to be annually appropriated to the same purpose.
Henry Cloncbery, by will, gave 2241, to purchase lands; the
income to be distributed to the poor every new year's day, with
the exception of 20s. directed to be given to the minister for
preaching a sermon.

In the church-yard is a table monument of white marble,
which records the memory of the Poet Waller, and is ornamented
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two years afterwards his opinions were so much changed,
that he engaged in & conspiracy, whosc object was to ¢ seize
the Tower, and admit the Monarch’s forces into the city, to
surprise the militia, and dissolve the Parliament.” The despicable
cowardice he displayed when the plot was discovered, and his
abject and garrulous confessions, saved his life ; though the
far-less guilty Tomkins and Chaloner were cxecuted before
their own doors.

-After paying a fihe of 10,0001.Waller was rcleased from a twelve-
months imprisonment, and went to I'rance ; but the splendor of
Ris establishment having reduced him to distress, he obtained
permission of Cromwell to return to England. He now became
acquainted with the Protector, and wrote a panegyric on his
conduct; but at the period of the Restoration employed * his
imagination, his clegance, and bis melody, with equal alacrity
for Charles the Second.” ¢ He that has flattery,” says Dr.
Johnson, ready for all whom the vicissitudes of the world hap-
pen to cxalt, must be scorned as a prostituted mind, that mdy
retain the glitter of wit, but has lost the dignity of virtue?
Towards the decline of life, he purchased a small cstate at Colese
hill, his natal spot, and said, ¢ Ie should be glad to die like the
stag, where he was roused.” This, however, did not happen, for
he drew his last breath at Beaconsfield.

BuTLER’s CourT, formerly called Gregories; the scat of the
widow of the late Edmund Burke, Esq. is about one mile north~
west of Beaconsfield. The front of the house is very similar tq
the Queen’s Palace, St. James’s. The centre is connected with
the two wings by colonnades, cach supported by eight Corinthian
columns. The grounds are pleasing, but not extensive. The
country immediately surrounding, is finely diversified with beech
and coppice woods, hills, vallies, and inclosures. Beaconsfield,
we believe, became the property of Mr. Burke through the friend- -
ship of the Marquis of Rockingham and Lord Verney, whose
munificence enabled him to make the purchase through which
he was furnished with an clegant retreat, and enabled to pursue
his studies unembarrassed by want, and free from those perplex-

Cc4 o - ing
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ing cares by which the operations of genius are too frequently
retarded. The apartinents at Butler’s Court contain some ex-
cellent paintings by Sir Joshua Reynolds, and also some valuable
marbles.

WiLToN PARK, the seat of James Du Pré, Esq. is nearly one
mile and a half north-east of Beaconsfield. The house was built
from the designs of Mr. Jupp, late surveyor to the East-India
Company, by the late Governor Du Pré, but finished by his

Rmyrie_tor, who has espoused her rause, and swept away somo
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Four small Ses Pieces: W. V. Velde.

St. Anthony at his Devotions: H. V. Stenwick, 1624.

A small pictare with Horses, &¢. Wouvermans.

Portrait of SCHALKEN, by himself.

Landscape, with a Waterfall and Rainbow: Barret.

Ruins of Roach Abbey: Barret.

Two pictures of Horses: Stubbs.

Seven Roman Charities: Old Franks.

Spaniel Dog in a fine Landscape: S. Gilpin.

A large piece, containing a vast assembly of Birds & Beasts:
Roland Savery, 1604.

The Chapel is wainscotted with cedar, and ornamented with
painted glass, On the walls and ceilings are several paintings by
Marco and Sebastian Ricci. Above the communion tuble & a
Madona and Child, by Vandyck.

The Park contains between four and five hundred head of deer,
end abounds with fine trees, On a hill south-east of the house
there is a very large circular entrenchment, inclosing an area
of 21 acres, with some very large old oaks growing on its banks.

STOKE POGIS

Is a large scattered village, which obtained the appellation Po-
geis from its ancient lords of that name. The heiress of this fami-
ly, in the reign of Edward the Third, married Lord Molines, who
shortly afterwards procured a license from the King to convert
the manor-house into a castle. From him it descended to the
Lords Hungerford, and from them to the Hastings, Earls of
Huntingdon, and seems afterwards to have been the residence of
the Lord Chancellor Hatton. Sir Edward Coke having married
an heiress of the Huntingdon family, became the next possessor;
and here, in the year 1601, he was honoured with a visit from
Queen Elizabeth, whom he entertained in a very sumptuous
style. It was afterwards the seat of Anne, Viscountess Cobham,
on whose death the estate was purchased by Mr. William Penn,
chief proprietor of Penn-Sylvania, in America, and now belongs

to John Penn, Esq. his grandson.
‘ The
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The old manor-house® furnished the subject for the opening
of Gray’s humorously descriptive poem celled the Long Story, in .
which the style of building, and fantastic manners, of Elizabeth’s
reign, are delineated with much truth.

Gray, when a student at Eton, occasionally resided with his
aunt in this village, whose church-yard was the scene of his
much-admired elegy. It was also the placc of his interment;
though neither friend nor relation raised a stone to his memory
till the year 1799, when the Genius of Poetry animated the kin-
dred bosom of Mr, Penn to perform the long-neglected task.
The monument erected by this gentleman stands in a field ad-
joining the church, and forms the termination of one of the views
from Stoke House,

It is composed with stone, and consists of a large sarcophagus,
supported on a sguare pedestal, with inscriptions on each side.
Three of them are selected from the Ode to Eton College, and
Elegy written in & Country Church-Yerd: the fourth is as follows:

This Monument, in Honor of
Tuomas Gaay,
Was erected A, D. 1799,
Among the Scenery
Celebrated by that great Lyric and Elegiac Poet.
?{e died in 1971,

And lies unnoticed in the adjoining Church-yard,
Under the Tombstone on which be piously
And pathetically recorded the Interment

Of his Aunt, and lamented Mother.

STokE PARK is the seat of John Penn, Esq. who within &
few ycars has made it one of the most charming and magnificent
residences in this part of the county, The house was built in
the year 1789, from designs by James Wyatt, Esq. since when
it has experienced several judicious alterations, and considerable
additions. It is built chiefly with brick, and covered with
stucco, and consists of a large square centre with two wings,
The north, or entrance front, is ornamented with a colonhade,
consisting of ten Doric columns, and approached by a flight of
steps, leading to the Marble Hall. The south front, 196 feet in

length,

* The ground-plan of this mansion is now in Mr. Penn's possession,
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OF THE
Principal Books, Maps, and Views, that have been
published in Illustration of the Topography and
Antiquities of the Counties contained in this Volume.

BEDFORDSHIRE.

Collections towards the History and Antiquities of Bedfordshire,
containing the -¢¢ Parishes of Puddington, Luton, and Dunstable,’”
4to, 1782, with Plates. -

¢ An Historical Account of the Parish of Wimmington, by Oli.
ver St. John Cooper,” 4to, 1785.

¢ An Historical Account of the Parish of Odell, by Oliver St.
John Cooper,” 4to, 1787.

Tbe above Works are contained in the Bibliotheca Topographica.

¢¢ A short yet a true and faithful Narration of the fearefull Fire
that fell in the Towne of Woburne, the 13th September, 1595,
Lond. 12mo, by Thomas Wilcocks.

In the Philosophical Transactions, No. 379, is Mr. Holloway's
Account of the Fullers’ Earth Pits; and in No. 486, Mr. Ward’s
Remarks on a Roman Tessera found at Market-Street.

Pennant’s Tour from Chester to London contains an Account of
Dunstable, Woburn, Ampthill-Park, Wrest, Luton, and a few other
Places, 4to, 1783. Some Particulars of Woburn and Dunstable
may also be found in Bray’s Tour, 1783. An Antique Coffin and
Runic Inscription, found at Woburn Abbey, are described in the
Gentleman’s Magazine, April, 1749.

In Carter’s Antiquities are some Etchings of the Architectural
Ornaments, &c. of Dunstable Priory.

Jeffereys published an Actual Survey of this County in 8 Sheets,
on a Scale of two Inches to a Mile. any Errorsin this Map are
corrected, and several Additions made, in a New Map of the:
County, divided into Hundreds, and published in Smith’s ¢ New
English Atlas,” January, 18o1.

Views of the Priories of Bedford, Dunstable, and Chicksand,
of Harwood Nunnery, and Warden Monastery, have been engraved
by Messrs. Bucks; the Remains of the Tower at Luton, by
Rooker, from a Drawing by P. Sandby, published in the Virtuoso's
Museum; a Plan of Wrest House, Gardens, &c. by J. Rocque
1735; and a View of Bedford Bridge, drawn by ]J. Walker, an
engraved by Medland, in the Copper Plate Magazine, Vol. 1I.

BERKSHIRE.

¢ The Antiquities of Berkshire,” by Elias Ashmole, 3 Volumes,
8vo, Lond. 1719, 1723. This was reprinted at Reading in 1736,
under the Title of ¢ The History and Antiquities of Berkshire,
&c.” Folio. .
Vor. I. Dd ¢ Account






LIST OF BOOKS, &cC.

¢ A Black Scene opened; being the true State of Mr. Jobn
Kendrick’s Gift to the Town of Reading, &c.” by John Watts,

1749.
Some Account of Reading Abbey, by Sir Harry Englefield, is
contained in the Sixth Volume of the Arch=zologia.

¢ The Meyrrour of the Church of St. Austyn of Abingdon,
with a Petytyon of Robert Copeland, Printer, 1521.”” 4to, with
wooden Cuts.

¢¢ Collections towards a Parochial History of Berkshire, &c.”
1783, and ¢ Some Account of the Parish of Great Coxwell,”
were published in the Bibliotheca Topographica.

¢ The History of Mr. John Winchcomb, alias Jack of New-
bury,” was reprinted at Newbary about 20 Years since from an old
Pamphlet. In Fuller’s Worthies there is also an Account of the
same Person. '

In the Philosophical Transactions, No. 261, is some Account
of the Oyster Shells near Reading, by Dr. Brewer; and in the
same Work, Vol. so. Dr. Collet’s Description of the Peat near
Newbury. Thelatter isreprinted in the Bibliotheca Topographica.

A brief Description of the Towns, Villages, and Scenery of
Berkshire, bordering on the Thames, has been given in Boydell's
and in Ireland’s Account of that River.

The Third Volume of the Archzologia contains an Engraving
of the Pusey Horn, with some Particulars concerning it.

Several Poems, descriptive of different Parts of the County,
have been published. The most eminent are Pope’s ¢ Windsor
Forest,” Pye’s ¢ Farringdon Hill,” Sir John Denham’s ¢ Coop-
er’s Hill,”” and ¢ St. Leonard’s Hill,” by Robert Morris.

A small Map of the County was engraved by Hollar in 1670;
and ¢¢ a Topographical Survey ot Berks, in 18 Sheets, ona Scale of
2 Inches to a Mile,” was published by John Rotque in 1761. A
Map of the County 10 Miles round Newbury, with a Plan of the
Town and Speenham Land, were made and printed by John Willis,
1768.

Views of the Town of Rcading, South, Windsor Castle and
Palace, and Donnington Castle, North-east, have been engraved by
Buck. A View of the latter Castle has also been published by
Hearne and Byrne, and a Plan of it, in its original State, in
Grose’s Antiquities, In the ¢¢ Brauni Civitates Orbis, 1572,”
isa View of Windsor Castle by Hoetnagle, probably the oldest
existing. The Cielings of the Apartments in the Castle, painted
by Verrio, were engraved by P. Vanderbank. Four Elevations
and a Plan of the Castle were drawn and engraved by B.and T.
Langley, 1743. Eight Views in the Green Park, by T. Sandby,
were engraved by Masou, P. Sandby, W. Austin, Canot, Vivares,
and Rooker. Eight Views of Reading Abbey, by Charles Tom-
kins, were published in 1791 ; and Views of Basildon House and
Pelling Place, by Angus, in his Select Views, 1800. In the Copper-
Plate Magazine, Vol. I. are Views of Bisham Abbey and Windsor.
Vol. 11. of Basildon Park. Vol. III. of Bear Place. Vol. V, of
Benham House, and Abingdon Market-house; drawn by Dayes,
Girtin, Corbould, &c. and engraved by Ellis and Walker.

Dda BUCKING.






. INDEX.

0% The MARKET Tow xs are distinguished by small Capitals ;

the Villuges
A

Aamcnon, Berks, its uncertain ori-
fin, received its name from an abhey
ounded by Cissa, 158. Abingdon
Abbey, its history, 159; Henry 1.
educated here, mitred, 1t1. Hel-
nestow Abbey, 161.  Abingdon
Bridge, particulars concerning it;
Geoftrey Barbour a chief contribu-
tor, 162. Abingdon cross, de-
stroyed in the Civil Wars, descrip-
tion of, 163. Abingdon, trade of,
market-house, corporation, 164;
churches, free-school, garrisoned
during the Civil Wars; Mason, Sir
ohn, a native, 163. )
worth, Berks, of remote origin;
account of the De la Beche family,
their mansion fortified, 170. Ald-
worth church, remarkable for its
monuments, 170.

Alfred the Great, born at Wantage,
136; his history, 138 to 149.

AmEersuam, Bucks, its history, 359:
description of the town, church, mo-
numents, and manufactures, 360.

AurruiLy, Bedfordshire, description
of, church, monument of Governor
Nichols, 63; charitable institutions,

4.
Ampthill Park, the seat of the Earl of
Upper Ossory, the old castle the resi-
dence of Queen Catherine aficr her
divorce, octagonal cross built on the
site, 64; anciently the domain of Sir
John Comwall, Lord Fanhope, made
a royal demesne, description of the
resent mansion, 65.

Ashkéridge, Bucks, supposed an ancient
royal palace, a college for Bonhoni-
mes, a parliament held here, 342; 2
seat of the Duke of Bridgewater,
343-

Aspley, the petrifying quality of its
spring engnired into, 41.

Atterbury, Dr. Francis, Bishop of Ro-
chester, anecdotes of, 336.

Avirzssury, Bucks, originally Bri-
tish, the burial-place of St Osith,
343; a wmanor royal, remarkable
return to parliament, 344; descrip-
tion of the town, itschurch prebendal,
Grey Friars, government, 345; the
parish the largest and most truitful

in the county; artificial method of

rearing ducks, 346.

by Italicks.

Bacon, Sir Francis, ;,ord Verulam, his
character, 292 and 317. _

Badbury Hill, a camp, a famous baitle
supposed to be fonght here, 13s.

Banner of France, 216.

Barbour Geoffrey, anecdotes of, 163.

Basilden, Berks, tamous for its farms
and fertility, the scat of Sir Francis
Sykes, 171

Battles of Newbury, 113 et sup.

Beaconsfield, Bucks, described, church,
Mr/ Burke’s monument, charitable
donations, 389. Waller's monue
ment, 390

Beauchamp, family of, ancient Barons
of Bedford, 12.

Beaumont Lodge, Berks, the seat of
Henry Grithths, Esq. 273.

BEDFORDSHIRE, general descrip-
tion of, history, topography, and lo-
cal beauties, 1 to 82; its ancient
inhabitants, boundaries, and face
of the country, 1, 2; manufactures,
produce, rivers, 3; government, one
of the seven counties without a city,
4; natural history, 80, 81.

Beprokw, the county town, King Ofs
fa’s burial-place, state under the Sax-
ons and Dancs, 4; its castle, 5; ac-
count of the siege, 6; the liberties of
the town seized by Edward 1. its

ovepiment, situation, bridge, &c.

escribed, 7; itsgaol, and ccclesi-
astical establishment, St.  Paul’s
Church the principal omiment of
the town, formerly collegiate, 8; St.
John’s Hospitpl, charitable founda-
tions, g ; singular charity of the Har-
pur cstate in Loundon, 10; its ap-
propriation, school, rcflections on
public charities, 11.

Bedford, Barony of, its history, 1¢; its

. Bavons hereditary almoners at the
coronation, made a dukedom, his-~
tory of its ancient dukes, Jasper de
Hatficld, George Nevil, and John
Plantagenct, 13.

Benham House, Berks, the seat of Lord
Ctaven, 123.

BERKSHIRE, general description of,
history, topn;raphy, and local beau-
tics, 83 10 275; its ancient inhabi~
tants, 83; shapc, boundaries, and
svil, 84; manufactures, rivers, go.

: Dd3- vernment
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werament, 85; miscellanies concern~

ing, 874
Biccrxswapz, Bedfordshire, 74; 2
. large and increasing town, its church,
formerly collegiate, charitable foun-
dations, the'King lord of the manor,
5. Stratton Manor, coins found

, 76. .
Binfield, Bucks, the residence of Mr.
Pope in his youth, 179; here he be-

 Berks, abbey, basery of. 19
y & , bi ot, 193;
_ church, Sir Gel:-yge Yo;yng':' seat,
" White Place, 193.
Bittlesden, Bucks, gs8g; history of its
sbbey, gs¢. .
e, J. Esg. decription of his
seat near Reading, 107.
Becheley, Bucks; church, curious mo-
numents; manor, sccount of, 338.
, Berks, singulartenure in,

874 .
Borstal Horn, accountof the, g51.
Bray, Berks. stary of oue of its vicars,

195; su anciently to belong
_lodiell: i, nof&ehonor of |’
Windsor, Goddard’s hospital, Fil-

, 196.
Bray-Wick Lodge, Berks. the seat of
‘l‘hgmu Slack, Esq. its description,

196. .

Brill, Bucks, formerly the residence
of Edward the Confessor, 351.

Brown, Launcelot, anecdotes of, 287.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, general de-
scription of, history, topography,
local beauties, 276 to 400; its an-
cient inhabitants and boundaries,
276; face of the country, Vale of
Aylesbury, its soil, various applica-
tions, and extraordinary fertility,
878; agriculture, rivers, 279; go-
vernment, &c. 280. Miscellanics,
400.

BucxiNGHAM, atown ofconsiderable
antiquity, 280; history of, its im-
portance increased under Edward
111. decline of its trade under Hen-
ry VIIL. dreadful fire, 281; resto=
red to its trade in a small degree by
Lord Cobham; church its principal
ornament, 282; town-hall, lace ma-
nulscture, 383; corporation, frec-
school, extent of the parish, 284.

Bulstrode, the seat of the Duke of Port-
hpd, history, g:rk, 398 ; vicws,
pictures, 393; c rl, 394

Bunyan, John, anecdotes of, 15; his

‘Pilyrim’s Progress written in goal, 16.

Burke, Edmund, . his epi
i e T

Burnham, B, y & » 897

Busts, witk Chr:uyn. Alfred the
Great, 298. Bacon, Lord Verulam,
$9s.  Barnard, Sir Jobo, 298.

" Bomaparte, 7. Digby, Lady Ve-
netia, 331. Drake, Sir Francis, 893.
Edward the Black Prince, 29s.
Elizabeth, Queen, 298. Grestam,
Sir Thomas, sgs. Hampden, s93.
i;ma, Ignatius, 29s. Locke, 292.

ilton, 29s. Newton, 1?; Pope,

lg:. Raleigh, Sir Walter, 1293.
Shakespeare, 298, William the
Third, s93.

Butler’s Court, Bucks. the seat of Mr3.
Burke, 391.

Butler, Joseph, Bisho of Durbam,
anecdotes concerning him, 149.

C

Czsar's Camp, Berks, s Romm for-
tification near Oakingham, 179.

Cannon Hill, Berks, near Bray, the seat
of James Law, Esq. 197.
Caftell, Dr. Edmund, some account
of him, 71. ’
Caversficld, a village belonging to Buck-
inghamshire, though situated in Ox-
fordshire, 3s0.

Caversham, Berks, the scat of — Mar-
sac, Esq. 107

Chace, Thomas, of Amersham, his
cruel murder, 386

Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks, rendered me-
morable by the residence of Miltoa,
anecdote o?' him, 359.

Charities, eminent, g, 95, 113,359, 336,

Charles the First buried at Windsor,

350.

cnﬁfa the Second, humorous anec-
dote of, 87.

Chaucer, the Poet, resided at Don-
nington castle, 130,

Churn, mill, to make butter, 878.

Cheneys, Bucks, ancient manor-bouse,

359.

Cheg?.m, Bucks, seatof Sir J Ruffel,354

CuesHam, Bucks, its situation, ma-
nufactures, 358.

Chilton, Bucks, the residenceof Judge
Crook, 353.

Cholscy Farm, Berks, ncar Walling-
ford, formerly the largest and most
compact in England, 157. .

Clayton Middle, Bucks, the residence
of the Verney family, 349.

Clayton Steeple, Bucks, 3so.
eny
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Clicfden, its elegant mansion erected by
Villars, Duke of Buckingham; the
seat of Frederick, Prince of Wales;
bumnt, 387; views from; wretched
end of its founder, 388.

Clinton, Edward, Earl of Lincoln,
anecdotes of, 45; his monument,
251,

Cobham, Lord, 295 and 310.

Cockle Shells, straium of, at Hose
Hill, Bucks, 177.

Collingbourne, William, put to death
for a quibbling distich, 383.

Coleshill, Berks, church, painted glass,
present state of, 131; the seat of Lord
Folkstone; an unadulterated specimen
of Inigo Jones's style of building,
132.

Cornsroox, Bucks, supposed a Ro-
man station, description of the town,
400,

Congreve, his monument, 3gg.

Cowper, the Poet, anecdotes of, 333.

Crook, Sir George, anecdotes of, 352.

Cox, Richard, Bishop of Ely, anec-
dotes of, the present Liturgy pantly
composed by him, 339.

Cross, remarkable appearance of one in
the sky; Cross White Leaf, Bucks,
described, 26,

Cumnor, Berks, church, custom of the
villagers, 168; the Countess of Lei-
cester murdered here by order of her

husband, 169.

D

Danesficld, the seat of R. Scott, E;q.
account ot the ancient encampment,

37%:

Desborough Castle, a strong entrench-
ment, 363.

Devil’s Highway, 179.

De Brent, Fulco, account of him, a
boisterous rebel, 5.

De La Beche family, particulars con-
cerning the, 170.

Digby, Sir Everard, anecdotes of, 328
and 329.

Digby, Sir Kenelm, life of, 329.

Digby, Lady Venetia, anecdotes of, 211
and 331.

Deleman, an eminent clothier, anecdote
relating to, 123.

Donnington Castle, its history, the re-
sidence of Chaucer, 120; twice be-
sicged during the Civil Wars, 121
its ancient and present state, 122.

Donnington Grove, Berks, the seat of
William Brummell, Esq. dexcribed,
A19.

D’Oyley family, their monument, 374

Druid’s Temple, sce Park Place.

Ducks, antificial mode of breeding,
346.

Dudley, Earl of Leicester, see Cumnor.

Duxstasre, Bedfordshire, the Magi-
ovinum of the Romans, 16; its situ-
ation, Roman roads cross here,
strcets and houses, dry soil, water
scarce, 17; supported by resort of
travellers, manufactures, 18; Priory
church, intended at the Dissolution
for a cathedral, description of, 19;
monuments, 81; privileges granted
by Henry 1. disagreement between
the towasmen and the prior, 34 ; the
priory a residence for the commis-
sioners assembled to divorce Queen
Catherine from Henry VII1. Friars
Preachers,charitablcestablishment,s 5;
phenomenon in the sky, 36 ; religious
gcrucutions, 27; larks, many caught

cre, agriculture, 28; Maiden Bower
an ancicent fortification, 39.
Dynton, skeletons found there, 353.
E

East Hexprep, Berks, formerly a
considerable market town, its manors
anciently all church property, 149;
Paternoster tenure, 150.

Edward the Third, life of, 261.

Edward the Fourth, his tomb and ske.
leton, 248.

Elstow, Bedfordshire, formerly a Bene-
dictine nunnery; description of the
church; Bunyan, John, a native of
this place. 15.

Entorne, Berks, singular custom there,
275.

Encafnprucut, Danish, 376.

Englipicld, Berks, the seat of Richard
Benyon, Esq. 175.

Epitaghs, quaint orcurious, on William
Mulso, 21; Sir Henry ‘Lee, 347; Sir
Anthony Lee, 349; Paul Whitchead,
369; Sir Cope D'Oyleyand his Lady,
374; Burke, 389; Waller, 3g0;
Gray, 395.

Evon CoLLrcE, Bucks, its pleasant
situation, history of the foundation,
described, courts, 398; Provost’s
aran‘.mcnu, Jane Shore’s picture,
chapel; origin of the singular cus-
tom called the Montem, 399; vil-
lage of Lton described, 400.

Eythorp, Bucks, the family mansion of
the Earls of Chesterficld, g5g3.

Ddy Fachope,
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the Clayin fanily, chush, peintnd

]
F
some account of, 65.
Farms, m of, tb;’ qun.ion‘qw the
iscuseed, 178 ot feq.
la’::l;n:yoon. Berks, 138; its church
@ spacious edifice, remarkable tombs,
_ SirEdward Unton, 133; Farringdon
Hill, view from; Farringdon House,
the sest of H. ]. Pye, Esq. theancient
wmsion garrmoned for Chasies 1.

T

Fawley Goust, Bucks, the semt of S.
Frasman, . the sest of
the Whif family; injuries it

sustained In the civil wars, 371; the

pressnt house buik by Sir Christo-
pher Wren, views from, pictures,

- 318

Hisksey, Berks, account of its an-

":?ent charch, 166. .

Fingest, Bucks; . church tower Sexon,
extent of the rJuml\. 870.

Flitton, Bedfordshire, church, monu-
ments, 70; Pullox Hill, a gold mine
supposed to bave been found here,

71.

Ferrils, what, 178,

Font, curious ane at Luton, 30.

Frocmorz, Berks, residence of Her
Majesty, 366; particular description
of, 267.

Gally Hill, Bedfordshire, a Roman
camp, 77.

Garter, history of the order of, 254.

Godwin, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of Bath
and Wells, anecdotes of, 178.

Gothurst, Bucks, the seat of George
Wright, Esq. history of the manor;
portraits, withanecdotes, 327; church,
839.

Gray, the Poet, his monument, 395.

Greenland House, Bucks, famous for
sustaining a siege of six months, in
the Royal cause, during the civil
warsy 375

Grenville, Captain, his noble speech,

294
Gwynn, Eleanor, anecdotes of, 314
and 34s.
H

Hall Barn, Waller’s seat; anecdotes of
him, ggo.

Hambledon, Bucks, history of the manor,
973. Hambledon House, s seat of

windows, 378
tioos of the D’Oyley family, 374.
Hampden House, ription cz, pice

tures, church, 355. Hampden, Jobn,
m. his character, 893 ; monument,
1 .
Ha:hpse,bguch. church, 386; charits-
ble donstions, 3s7.
Harley-Ford, Bucks, the sest of Willism
Clayton, Esq. Temple of Friendship,

377
Harpur, Sir William, his singular chs-
rity, 10.
Hatfield,
accoust of, 14,
Hearne, Thomss, the satiquary, smec-
B et
30t Lodge, the sesto! Boston,
deacri

bed, 387.
Henry the Sixth, buried st Windsor,
349; Life of, 968, :
Heary, fifth Eerl of Kent, ancodete of,

TS .
Heary Vlllkﬂ the Abbet of
Helrnn.:'a Oak, ;G’;- ’
Herschell, Dr. accountof his telescope,

397. '

Higham Gobion, Bedfordshire, the re-
sidence and retreat of the learned Dr.
Castell, 71.

Hom, BRorstal, particulars concerning,
351. Hom, Hungerford, description
of, 135. Horn, Pusey, 136.

Hose Hill, Berks, a vein of free-stone
. here, stratum of cockle shells, 176.
Houghton Conquest, Bedfordshire, Za-
chary Grey, the editor of Hudibras,

formerly rector, 66

Houghton Park, Bedfordshire, ac-
count of, 65; Sir Philip Sydney sup-
posed to have written part of his
¢ Arcadia” here, 66,

Hu~nczrrorp,Berks,itsancientname,
situation, 134 ; principal buildings;
Homn, privilegesof, 125; canal ; park,
the seat of Charles Dalbiac, Esq.
136,

Hurley, Berks, ancient history, monas-
"tery, now the seat of Mr. Wilcox,
description of the apartments, 191;
the Revolution in 1688 formed here,
lottery apecdote, 193.

Hurst, Berks, 180.

IL.&J.

Trsrzy Eaat, Berks, celebrated forits
sheep market, 169, :
Juel,
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Ivel, a river in Bedfordshire, 4.

IviNcHOE, Bucks, itssituation ; Bene-
dictine nunnery, 343.

Jack of Newbury, history of, 111.

K

Keep, meaning of the word, 152.

Kendrick, Mr. John, his charities to
Reading, how abused, 95; his be-
quests to Newbury, 113. .

Kennet, description of the river, 87.

Kingsbury, a royal mansion at Dun-
stable, 24.

Kneller, Sir Godfrey, anecdote of, 219.

Kymble, Greatand Little, Bucks, sup-
posed to derive their name from Cu-
nobelin, 353.

L

Lace-making, particulars relating to,
283.

Lamgom, a river in Berkshire, its fan-
cied peculiarity exploded, 87.

LamBourne, Berks, a small market
town of greatantiquity ; White Horse,
126; made by King Alfred to per-
petuate his victory over the Danes,
its description, 137; custom of scour-
ing the horse, 128. Wayland-Smith,
a British monument, 130. Dragor
Hill, the tumulus of a British Chicf,

131.

Laud, Archbishop, anecdotes of, 102.

Latimers, Bucks, the seat of Lord G
Cavendish, 358.

L don, Bucks, v at. 334.

Lead, a man's bones full of, 400.

LitcntoNnBeEaupessrt,or Buzzard
Bedfordshire, a considerable marke
town ; rules among the Quakers here
againstidleness; cross, its heightand
description, 36; church, Romar
camp, 37.

Leonard’s Hill, St. Berks, formerly :
Roman station, General Harcournt”
villa, 373.

Liscombe House, Bucks, the seat o
Sir Jonathan Lovett, description o:
the mansion, 340; and pictures, 341

Little Ease, used by Bishop Smyth a
a pruson, 386.

Lodden, a river in Berkshire, 88.

L?%cvity, remarkable instance of, 70

Lufeld, Bucks, history of its abbey.
324.

Luton, Bedfordshire, its situation;
church, description of, singular font
80 ; monuments, Jobn le Wenlock,
31; Luton given by Otfato theabbey

of St. Alban; Wenlock, Lord, builder
of Luton Hoo, 32; John Pomfret,
the Poet, born here, 33. .
Luton Hoo, Bedfordshire, the seat of
the Marquis of Bute, 33; description
" of the house and grounds, curious
chapel, 34. ’

M

MA!D!NHI:‘AD. Berks, its ancient
names ; bridge, description of, its
principal trade, 194; corporation,

195.

Maiden Bower, Bedfordshire, supposed
an ancient British settlement, 29.

Maids Moreton, Bucks, church, descrip-
tion of, 284; parishioners resist
Cromwell’s acts relating to marriage
and baptism, 28s.

Malden, Bedfordshire, monument in
the church to the memory of Lady
Elgin, 66.

Market-Street, Bed{ordshire, mostly
inhabited by inn-keepers; inequality
of the poor’s rate ; nunnery, account
of, 3.

Marrow. GreAT, Bucks, its situae
tion, 377; history of the manor,
378; description of the town, mar-
ket-house, 379; church; bridge,
charitable contributions, 380; go-
vernment. &c. 381.

Marlow, Little, Bucks, its history, 3813
convent, manor-house, exterit and
population, 382.

Mary, Queen of Scots. her character,
67; anecdotes of. 316.

Mason, Sir John, anecdotes of, 165.
Mason, Mr John, anccdotes of his
religious insanity, 322. '
Mausoleum, one erected by Lord Le
Despenser, very magnificent, 368.
Medmenkam, Bucks, its history, abbey,

375

Mezzotinto  Engraving invented by
Prince Rupert, 221.

Middictor, or Mi'tm Kevnes, Bucks, the
birth-placcof Bishop Atterbury, and
rectory of Dr. Wotton, 336.

Milton, anccdote of. 359,

Missenden Great, Bucks, formerly a’
Benedictine monastery, 357; manor,
history of the, 358. .

MNonkey Island, Berks, the seat of H.
T. Ward, Es«. described. 197.

Mortimer Heath, Berks, a bicak, drese
ry tract of land, 177.

Murlic, William, anecdote of his fol-

ly, 18.
" Nevil









Cru. s da:n
Rissoroven, Pnun'u, ucks, %0
clld from Edward Black

Rmve, Nic > , anecdotes of, 8s.

Rausel, noble family of, its h.uoly.
Burial-place, 359

'8,

Sandy, or , Bedfordshire,
Salaner of the Romans; c.ucy’u.u
» Roman fortres, 77; its wcmuy
réemarkable for vegenbla,

Schalken, anecdote of,
i Berks, remains of its build-

mout’s Conn. Bucks, said to have
the birth-place of Queen Jane
ur, 377.
Shardelces, Bucks, the zeat of Mrs.
Drake, its description, 361; pictures,
6:

9.

Sl:w House, Berks, particulars con-
ceming, 123.

Shatteshroshe, Berks, its college; Dod-
well, Mr. Henry, buried here;
story concerning the completion of
the church, 18a,

Sinodun (now Wittesham) Hill, an

ancient encampment near Walhng- _

ford, 157.
Slough, Buclu. famous for the residence
Dt Herschell, 397.

Jouth Hill, Bedfordshire, monument
iq the church to the memory of Ad-
mirnl Byng, 78. _

Speen, Birks, the Roman Spire, echo,

Su-l?uu with characters and descrip-
tiems. Anne, Queen, 199. George,

Homé, s91. l-rms-- 290, Se-
crates, 991. .
founda- | St. George, history of, £40.

Sir Edvard Coke,

Steke Pogis, Bucks, history of the ma-
nor, 394; the residence of Grz_
its clmrcb-yudlhnb)maf his

mhmdd’nﬁ”:m

arch, Ionic pevilions, 988; hermi-
mpkoan-,QMme,
loymn pavilions, temple of Buc-
rotunda, !.lyn-n Fields, Do-
E .mpﬂ le.:f.Anu Vi
H ent Vistue, in-
scriptions, 390; of Britith worthies,
inscriptions, s9s; thaln Gren-
ville’s monument, 293; grotto, 094.
temple of Concotdan Vncmry Lord
Cobham’s pillar, 295; Queen’s buil-
ding, 296; Gothic temple, Pall-
dian bridge, 298; temple of Friend- .
ship, Pcbgle Grove, Congreve’s mo-
nument, 299; house deseribed, pic-
tures, &c. 300 to 3sI.
Strxatroxp Fennv, Bucks, its
situation, 337; manor, its hmgry,
a hamlet to Blecheley, 338.
STrATroxp Stowny, Bucks, conjec-
tures concerning the Roman station,
334; its situstion and description,
bndfe, church, market-place, gs5;
schools, 386.

btuljwd Water, Bucks, credulity of
the peasantry, gas. .

Streatley, Berks, 171.

Sunning, Berks, formerly a bishop’s
see, 108; lines on two i
Sunning bndge, 1C9.

Sunming Hill, Berks, its minersl waters,
church, 873. Sclwood Park, the
seat of ]amaSnbbald Esq. account

of, 2
Sum:, Bedfordshlre, the ancient seat
and royalty of John of Gaumt,
given by him toJSIt Robert Bur-
ne by a quaint grat, 76; Bishop
wministerof this parkh, 77.
Taploe
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T

Taploe House, Bucks, the seat of the
Marquis of Thomond, the El;l(;c
of confinement of Princess Elizabeth,
397.

Taste, specimen of impure, 25.

Tecth, remarkable anecdote of a gen-
tleman who had a new set at the age
of cighty, 81.

Tenures, singular. At Bockhampton,
274; at Enborne, 275; at Ayles-
bury, 344; at Farnham Royal,

6 :

Tessalated pavement, 36s.

Thames, description of the, 85.

Thatcham, Berks, description of, 109.

Theal, Berks, approach to, 109.

Ticf[oni, Bucks, its abbey, 336.

Tillsworth, William, his cruel martyr-
dom, 38.

Tottenhoe, Bedfordshire, an ancient
camp, 30.

Turvi//l:, Bucks, extent of the parish,
Roman coins found there, 371. -
Tylchurst, Berks, a large heath, 176,
Tyringham, Bucks, anecdotes of the fa-

mily of, 332.

U

Unton, Sir Edward, his remarkable
challenge to the Duke of Guise,

133. i
\

Vase, description of a beautiful one,

58.
Virginia Water, Windsor Forest, Berks,
272,
Verrio, observations on his paintings,
.

242,
: W

Waller, Edmund, anecdotes of him,
390.

WaLLincrorb, Berks, its origin un-
certain, 150; situation, its ancient
bridge, ruins of the castle, 151; its
history, meaning of the word K:cdp.
152; population at various periods,
its ancient importance, present state,
description, 154; churches, St. Pe-
ter’s spire, 155; its manor, privile-
ges to criminals, articles of cultiva-
tion, 156; Richard, an eminent
mathematician, John, an historian,
157,

Waltham, Lewremce, Bucks, its an-
cient state. Waltham, White, coins
discovered there; Heame, Thomas,
the antiquary, bom there, 181.

Wanwnrtacs, 'Zcrks, a Roman station,
the birth-place of Alfred, 136; a
royal seat in the times of the Saxons,
137; Bishop Butler born here, 149.

Warden Abbey, Bedfordshire, formerly
a considerable monastery, now aruin,

74-

Wargraze, Berks, its history, late Earl
of Barrymore's seat and theatre,
180. :

Wavendott: Heath, Bucks, famous for
fuller's earth pits, 337.

Wayland Smith, Berks, a druidical
remain, 130.
Wenlock, John,

concerning him, 31. .

Wendover, Bucks, likely to be bene-
fited by the canal, grand reservoir,
353; anecdotes respecting its parlia-
mentary privileges, its distinguished
natives, 354.

Whaddon, Bucks, manor of, 338; Bishop
Cox born Lere, 339.

Wharton family, anccdotes of the, 383.

Wharton, Phillip, his versatility, cha-
racter, 384; and wretched end, 388,

Whitehead, the Poet, his singular be-
quest, 368.

Whitelock, Bulstrode, sketch of his
character, 371.

White Place, Berks, 193.

White Horse Vale, description of, and
White Horse, 126.

White Knights, Berks, the seat of the
Marquis of Blandford, particulars
concerning it, 108.

Whitchurch, Bucks, castle, church,

Lord, particulars

349-

Willows, The, Berks, a seat of H. T.
Ward, Esq. 197.

Wilton Park, Bucks, the seat of J- Du
Pré, Esq. described, 393.

Winchendon, Upper, Bucks, 3se.

Winbsor, derivation of its name, al-
ways a royal domain, its origin cone
nected with the castle, made a free
borough, 198; corporation, right of
election, descrir(ion of the town,
streets, guildhall, 199; church, do.
nations, free-school, hospital for sick
soldiers, theatre, 200; concentration
of the military force by barracks,
2012,

Windsor Castle,. its situation, histo \,
201 t0 204 ; terrace, keep ducribe'x,

205;



#68; Norfolk farm, 369; Flemish
farm, 873.
- WinsLow, Bucks, cm.%
Witchenden, Bucks, the sest of
tess Dowager Con 366.
Witham, Berks, church, particalars con-
cerning it; sncient mansion of the
- Eardof Abi , account of ; re-
- lation of the slaughter by 167.
Woad, ionurlyeuﬁivmdin ford-
shire, ancient Britons stained their
bodies with it, 80. .
Wosouan, Bedfordshire, derives its
imrl:lomd ‘-t;:;n t.hfei seat nesr it,
pa estro re, 37; resto-
,red by the late D:lZe. market-house,
church; Russel, the noble family of,
grear bencfactors to the town, 38;
charities, fullers’ earth pits, 39; par-
ticulars concerning them, 40.
Woburn Abbey, Bedfordshire, the
scat of the Duke of Bedford, its
history as a religious foundation, 42;
description of the new buildings,
paintings, with anccdotes, &c. 43 to
58; green-house, 58; Lanti vase,

d“"”” d' w! “.",l dm'r

tion of su co!
art description dnen:!i'.

e

annual ing pre-
. miums, 61; Rusel family, ’
Wotton under Bernwood, Lh, the

seat of Earl Temple, account of,

Wharm,Bocks, itsdescription and bis-
tory, g8s; manor, 383; Little Ease
dexcribed, why so called, Bishop
Smith's cruelty, church, monuments,
386; xable beech tree, 3&1..

Woodley, Berks, the seat-of the Right
Hon. Henry Add%og.

lhempton, “Berks, ptica of)
109. ’

Wr:i Bedfordshire, the seat of Lady .

Lucss, its description, 66; catalogue
- of pictures, ﬁ;pq?d:;:ifmndgn
Wriothesly, Thomas, of South-
ampton, character, ¢9; asd ncble
conduct, 316, .
Wycombe Abbey, Bucks, ‘the sest
of Lord Carrington, its description,

Wycouss, Hicn, Bucks, its sitna-
tion, 369; history, 363; descrip-
tion, town-hall, church, monuments,
864; how govemned, trade, 365;
curious presentment, 366.

Wycombe Park, Bucks, the seat of
Sir John Dashwood King, its beau-
ties, views, 369; the house descri-
bed, 370.

H'vcombe, IWest, Bucks, manor, its his-
tory, description of the church,
367; mausoleum, monument of P.
Whitehead, 368 ; epitaph, 36g.

Priuted by T. Maiden, Sherbourne-Lame, |
Lombard-Street.



CORRECTIONS TO VOL. 1.

Page 3, line 28, for Bradfield, read Brayfield. P. 7, lines 2§, 26, red,

This and Herrold are the only market-towns, &c. P.$, for, ¢ their
chapel is called the Single. House,™ read, The House adjoining their chapel,
where the Sisters live, is called the Single-House, P. 37, 1. 23, read
ﬂu&wz. P. 67, 1. 29, for Whitaker of Manchefter, rcad, Whitaker,

istorian of Manchefter. P. 68, 1. 33, for 1726, read 1736. P. 71, L.
31, for 68th, read 79th, P. 75, omit the account of the carthquake; we
have reason to believe it originated with some wild inhabitants of the town,
who made it their business to circulate Lying #onders, The fire at Biggle-
swade, page 75, was on the 16th of June, 1785; that at Potton, the 14th
of August, 1783. P. 76, 1. 26, for will, read grant, P. 80, Note, I. 1,
omit the words, on that subject. P. 87, 1. 12, for Caversham, read Reading.
P. 97, lastl. for 30,000, read 3000. P 157, 1. 24, for SiNopvuN HiLr,
ready, WiTTrNnan Hirr, the name it has obtained in modern times. P,
175, 1. 20, for purchased the manor-house, read, purchased a farm-house
in this parish, P. 209, L. 2, for 1788, read 6th of August, 1787. L, 13,
in the description of the CARTooONS, &c. omit the words, *¢ and other parts
are nearly cut through in tracing.” L. 15, same page, ¢ patched and” should
be omitted. P. 210, I, 32, read ¢¢light dragoons,” omit guards. P. 211, 1,
29, read prevailed on her to feed on capons fed with the flesh of vipers. P,
216, 1. 32, the ¢ Portrait of Raphael™ is removed, we believe, to Ken.
sington. P. 221, . 24, 25, 26, rcad Sir Thomas Tiddiman; Sir William
Bartletr, instead of Berkley; and Sir Jobn (instead of Joseph) Harman. P.
231, L. 3, for, * threw herself upon her knees,” read ¢¢ threw herself
into a supplicatory attitude.™ P. 249, L. 13, read ¢¢that if their admission
had not been prevented, the skeleton, &c.” P. 339, L. 27, for small, read
large. P. 346, Note, L. 4, for, hen, read duck.












