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Beautiful Joe 
 
by Margaret Marshall Saunders (1861-1947) 
 
Beautiful Joe is a real dog, and “Beautiful Joe” is his real name. He 
belonged during the first part of his life to a cruel master, who 
mutilated him in the manner described in the story.  He was 
rescued from him, and is now living in a happy home with pleasant 
surroundings, and enjoys a wide local celebrity. 
 
The character of Laura is drawn from life, and to the smallest detail 
is truthfully depicted.  The Morris family has its counterparts in real 
life, and nearly all of the incidents of the story are founded on fact. 
(from the Preface)  
 
     
      Total running time: 10:02:09 
 
      Read by Allyson Hester  
 
Cover design by Kathryn Delaney 
Illustration from the dust jacket of the 1920 
edition 

M
arshall Saunders                              B

EA
U

TIFU
L JO

E 


