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PREFACE.

¢ LoNDON, says the Clydesdale peasant, is a big town, but there
is one in Scotland that is Biggar. This is all, however, that
can be said in aggrandisement of Biggar. Such is the state-
ment of Mr Robert Chambers, a very high® authority at the
present day in all matters relating to Scottish history and
antiquities. In topographical works, Biggar is either ignored
altogether, or, if alluded to, is discussed within the compass of a
few lines. It may, therefore, appear presumptuous to write and
publish a volume of considerable size in illustration of a locality,
evidently regarded by the literary world as altogether unin-
teresting and obscure. In justification of the step that has been
taken, it may be stated, that an idea was entertained by several
persons, and among others, by the author of this work, that a
few particulars regarding Biggar and Biggar men could be
collected, which, although of no moment and consideration in
the eyes of men of learning and research, might yet possess
some degree of interest to the inhabitants of the district. It
has accordingly been, for their instruction and gratification that
the volume has been drawn up. If it fails to satisfy them,
or to draw forth the history of Biggar from the obscurity in
which it is involved, the fault must lie with the author, and not
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in the want of materials for the purpose. These in the end
'became so abundant, that it was found necessary to abridge some
portions of them, and to leave others out altogether, in order
that the work might be kept within a moderate space. The
attempt of the author to avoid one evil, has caused him to fall
into another, as he now finds that the rigorous curtailment, to
which he has subjected the contents of the volume, has given
serious offence to some parties, because information has been
excluded which, in their opinion, was of great importance, and
which they are confident would have enhanced the value of the
book, and the fame of Biggar.

The book, such as it is, owes its origin to a Lecture, which the
author was invited to deliver before the Athenzum of Biggar
in June 1859. He chose for the subject of discussion on that’
occasion, ¢ Historical Incidents connected with Biggar and its
Neighbourhood.” Some time afterwards a suggestion was made
to the author by Mr William Ovens, merchant, Biggar,—a
leading member of the learned Institution referred to, and a
most able and intelligent correspondent,—that the information
contained in the Lecture might be extended and published,
either in a separate form, or in the columns of a periodical.
After much hesitation and delay, arising from the want of time
and facilities for executing such a work, it was at length resolved
to eollect such additional particulars regarding Biggar as could
be readily got, and to publish the whole in a small volume.

In drawing up the work, the author has not thought it
necessary to quote his authorities, when the information was to
be found in the shelves of every public library; but in cases
where the facts were not so readily accessible, he has very fre-
quently given not merely the name of the author, but also his
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very words. He is well aware, from the prediléctions now
prevalent, that these will be repulsive to some readers, and he
anticipates that a considerable amount of censure will be bestowed
upon him for their use. He can only say, that it would have
been very easy to set them forth in a modern dress, and that his
sole reason for retaining them in their original state is a very
decided, though it may be an undue partiality, in favour of the
peculiar orthography, the quaint expressions, and sage remarks
of our old Scottish writers. The charm of these quotations
would, at least to him, be lost, were they altered in the least
degree from the way in which they were originally written.

The author has made a free use of various articles regarding
Biggar, which at different periods he has written, and given
forth in periodicals, etc. In a work drawn up principally from
notes taken at various times, and from many different sources,
and for the most part without any view to publication, it is far
from unlikely, notwithstanding a careful revision, that some
errors may have escaped notice. Since the work went through
the press, the attention of the author has been directed to an
Itinerary compiled by the Rev. Charles Henry Hartshorne,
M.A,, and published a few months ago in the First Part of
the ¢ Collectanea Archeologica’ of the British Archaeological
Association. This Itinerary clears up a point which the author,
from want of proper information, has incorrectly stated at page
253, viz., the length of time that Edward IT. remained at Biggar.
According to this Itinerary, the King marched by Werk, Rox-
burgh, St Boswells, Selkirk, and Traquair to Biggar, at which
town he arrived on the 29th of September, where he remained
till the 3d of October, and then went back to Roxburgh. He
returned to Biggar on the 5th, and remained there till the 10th,
when he went to ¢ Carmil’ (perhaps Carmichael), Lanark, Lin-

b
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lithgow, and Renfrew, and came back to Biggar on the 18th.
He finally left it on the 21st, and proceeded‘ to ¢ Caremor’ and

Linlithgow, having been at Biggar altogether ten or eleven days.

The author would embrace this opportunity to tender his
most grateful acknowledgments to those gentlemen who have
given him assistance, either in supplying him with information
or enabling him to obtain access to depositories of books and
manuscripts not readily accessible to the general public. He
would specially refer to Adam Sim, Esq. of Coulter. This
gentleman not only allowed him ready access to his valuable
library, but supplied him with important facts, pointed out
sources of information, and afforded him the benefit of his ex-
tensive knowledge and critical acumen as the work went through
the press. Above all, he handsomely offered, so soon as the
work was projected, to furnish at his own expense the engravings
by which it was to be embellished and illustrated. He has more
than redeemed his original promise. A greater number of en-
gravings has been given, and a higher style of art adopted, than
was at first proposed. The consequence of this is, that the book
is not only rendered much more attractive, but it is offered to
subscribers at about one-half of its actual cost.

The author would merely mention the names of several other
gentlemen, who have more or less lent a helping hand to the
production of the book: viz., James W. Baillie, Esq., W.S,,
yr. of Coulterallers; the late Captain John Dickson, yr. of
Hartree ; David Laing, Esq. ; James Drummond, Esq., R.S.A.;
George Wilson, Esq. (of Messrs G. and G. Dunlop’s, Edin-
burgh) ; Rev. John Christison, A.M., Biggar; Rev. Dr David
Smith, Biggar; Rev. James Dunlop, A.M., Biggar; Rev.
Henry Scott Riddell, Teviothead ; Rev. Dr John B. Johnston,
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Glasgow; Rev. David Crawford, Edinburgh; Dr Robert
Pairman, Biggar; Mr Allan Whitfield, Biggar; Mr William
Ovens, Biggar; Rev. William Whitfield, Biggar; Mr David
Lockhart, Biggar; Mr James Watt, Biggar; Mr John Archi-
bald, Biggar; Mr George Wilson, Edinburgh, etc., etc.

In conclusion, the author offers the volume as a small tribute
of respect to his native district, and as an humble contribution
to a work long projected and much desired—a complete History
of the Upper Ward of Clydesdale.

PorToBELLO, 12¢h May 1862.
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BIGGAR AND THE HOUSE OF FLEMING.

CHAPTER L
Wlisric Bemains i te Biggr Bisict

IGGAR, a parish in the Upper Ward of Clydesdale, is bounded
on the west by Libberton and the river Clyde, on the north by
Dolphinton and Walston, on the east by Skirling, and on the
south by Coulter and Kilbucho. The form of the parish is

nearly triangular, and comprises 5852 Scots acres, or 11} square
miles. It is chiefly of a hilly and undulating character, with excep-
tion of a level tract on the south, which is watered by Biggar Burn,
and which forms part of what may be denominated the Strath of
Biggar. This strath or valley is 628 feet above the level of the sea,
and sends its waters, on the west, into the Clyde, and on the east, into
the Tweed. The parish lies about 28 miles south-west from Edin-
burgh, and 82 miles south-east from Glasgow, and has ready com-
munication by good roads, and now by railway, with all parts of the
kingdom. The name of the parish in old documents is variously
written, such as Bygare, Bygair, Bigre, Biger, Begar, and Bigar, and
it is only of late years that its present orthography has been estab-
lished. Its etymology, according to the learned George Chalmers, is
to be traced to the Scoto-Irish words ¢ big,’ soft, and ¢ thir,’ land. It
is far from unlikely that the title ‘soft’ was applicable to the lands of
the parish at a remote period ; for, even at the commencement of the
present century, a large portion of the lowest parts of it consisted of
marshes and peat-mosses. Others, again, think that ‘ big’ may refer
to a coarse kind of barley called bigg or bear, and, therefore, that the
meaning of the word Biggar is the bigg or bear land. This is a sub-
A
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ject, however, on which entire certsinty will not be easily attained,
and on which etymologists, in all probability, will continue to hold
conflicting opinions.

The parish was, no doubt, peopled many ages previous to the
existence of historical records, or the time at which the Roman in-
vaders planted their eagles on our svil. The early inhabitants, like
those of other parts of Scotland, would be very indifferently lodged,
clothed, and fed. Their houses would be composed of turf, rough
stones, and the branches of trees ; their raiment would consist of the
skins of wild or domesticated animals ; and their food would be drawn
from the spontaneous fruits of the soil, or the fish and venison which
their skill and dexterity in fishing and hunting enabled them to
procure. The parish, in these remote times, was evidently covered
with forests of hazel, oak, alder, birch, etc., fragments of which have
been dug up at comsiderable depths in its different peat-mosses.
With the wild beasts with which these were tenanted, as well as with
marauding neighbours, the inhabitants would wage a constant warfare.
Traces of the early inhabitants are to be found in the stone weapons
and utensils that are, from time to time, dug up in the neighbourhood.
They belong to what is called the Stone Period ; that is, a period when
the metals were still unknown, and the implements used by man were
composed of stone and wood. It has often been remarked, that where
geology leaves the world's history, archeology takes it up. The one
deals with the different processes that have taken place to form the
earth’s erust, and render it fit for the habitation of man; the other
takes up the industrial developments of man from the rude and simple
fabrications of aboriginal times, to the complicated and scientific pro-
ductions of our own day. As the excavator and the miner have con-
tributed much to geological science by laying open the wonders of
the earth’s crust, so the ploughman and the drainer have enriched
archzology by the stores of relics which they have brought to light.
Few districts have yielded a more plentiful crop of those remains of
the past than the one around Biggar. A large portion of those dug
up in recent times have fortunately found their way into the hands
of Adam Sim, Esq. of Coulter. The collection of Lanarkshire anti-
quities in the possession of that gentleman is now exceeding rich,
and, we may say, perfectly unique. With his kind permission, a few
of those, more immediately connected with Biggar and its neighbour-
hood, have been selected for brief description and pictorial representa-
tion.

The stone hammer is a primitive implement that is very com-
monly to be met with. It is often found in the older cists, or bury-
ing-places ; and hence by the vulgar it has been called a purgatory
hammer, from the supposition that it was placed in graves in order
to be used by the dead when they came to the gutes of purgatory. It
is on this account that in some districts it has been regarded as an
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object of religions veneration. The one here represented was found
at Aikbrae on Crosscryne, about three miles from Biggar. It mea-
sures 8% inches in length, and 2§ inches across the cutting edge.

The circular perforated stome here represented was found at Coul-
ter, and is 8 specimen of what is very generally denominated a flasl-
stone. It has received this name from a supposition that it was a
military weapon, which was made effective by suspending it by a
cord or thong of leather from a short staff, and used in the same
mannuer as the ‘morning star’ of the middle ages. As stones of this
kind are often found in the graves of the aboriginal inhabitants, it
has been conjectured by some person that they were personal orna-
ments, and worn as beads. The ornamentation on some of them
would also favour this conjecture; but the fact is, that the real use of
them cannot now be known.

Flail-stons.

Hammer. Cait.

Another primitive stone weapon was an axe, or, as it is commonly
called, a celt. Itisa weapon that has been extensively dug up in
almost every country in the world. It has been a mstter of consider-
able speculation, to what use the celt was applied, and by what mode
it was fixed to a handle. The likelihood is, that it was used both for
warlike and domestic purposes, and that it was inserted in a wooden
shaft or handle, and secured in such a way that it could be employed
either in striking a foe, cutting down a tree, or construoting an article
of domestic use. The oune here represented was found at Biggar.

The practice of archery appears to be of a very remote antiquity in
the Britannic Isles, and the number of flint arrow-heads, beautifully
formed, that have been picked up on Bizzyberry, the Borrow Muir,
and Biggar Shields, is a convincing proof that the Caledonian of Big-
gar ‘put his reliance on his bow." To shoot well with the bow,
both in the battle-field and the more peaceful pursuit of the chase,
would be regarded as a neoessary accomplishment by the men of
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Biggar; and at such places as Bowflat, now called Bamphflat, and
Batts, or Butts, now called Springfield, it is more than probable that
gatherings for practice were wont to take place. The annexed wood-
cut represents a fine specimen of a flint arrow-
head found on the hill of Bizzyberry, that over-
looks the town of Biggar.
The manner in which these arrow-heads were
fabricated, and the places from which they were
brought, are involved in obscurity. They ap-
pear to have been very extensively used, as they
have been found in many different parts of the
world, including the South Sea Islands and the
immense continent of America. As some of
these regions are far remote from the spots
where flint is a natural deposit, it is plain that,
in the primitive times in which they were used,
they must have formed an article of extensive
traffic. The rude material must have been dug up, and most likely
fashioned, in places, such as the south of England, where flint for-
mations abound, and then conveyed to distant parts of the country,
to be bartered for other commodities which the natives could supply.
The flint arrow-heads, as is well known, were long associated with
the superstitions of this and other countries. They were termed elf
or elfin bolts, and were supposed to be shot by the fairies, or other
malignant spirits, and to produce the most fatal effects. Hence, in
some parts of the country, whenever they were found, they were
carefully buried, in case some of these evil beings might find them,
and use them in the accomplishment of their destructive designs.
They seem also to have been worn in some districts as an amulet or
charm. They were in that case sewed in a part of the dress, and
regarded as an effectual antidote against the spells of witches, and the
injurious tricks of elfs and fairies. In the Biggar district, till a very
recent period, many of the diseases of cattle were attributed to
the elf-shot. One of the most remarkable statements regarding
the fabrication of these elf-bolts, and the deadly effects which they
produced, was made by Isobel Goudie, the famous witch of Auldern,
on her trial before a commission in 1662. In her second confession
she said, ¢ As for elf arrow-heidis, the Divel shapis thame with his
awin hand, and syne deliveris thame to elf-boyis, wha whyttis and
dyghtis thame with a sharp thing lyke a paking neidle, bot quhan
I was in Elfland, I saw thame whytting and dighting thame. . .
Thes that dlghtls thaim ar litle ones, hollow and bossbaked. They
speak gowstie lyk. Quhan the Divel giues thaim to ws he sayes,

Shoot thes in my name,
And they sall not goe heall hame.
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And quhan we shoot thes arrowes we say,

I shoot yon man in the Divel's name,
He sall nott win heall hame ;

And this sal be alswa tru,

Thair sall not be an bit of him on lieiw.

We hau no bow to shoot with, but spang thaim from the naillis of
our thowmbes. Som tymes we misse, bot, if they twitch, be he beast,
or man, or woman, it will kill tho’ they had a jack upon thaim.
This, of course, is the declaration of & poor creature made mad by
prolonged insults and torture, and deserves no consideration, further
than it shows the strange hallucinations into which persons charged
with witchcraft could be driven, and the gross absurdities which men,
even of the highest rank and intelligence of the age, could be led to
entertain and believe.

The annexed cut represents part of an ancient stone quern, or
hand-mill for grinding corn, which was found at Coulter. The quern
is an article of very great antiquity. The use of it would, no doubt,
be almost coeval with the exist-
ence of the human race. Some
rude contrivance of the kind
was evidently requisite ere the
grain furnished by the bountiful
Creator could, to any extent, be
converted into food. One of
them would therefore be found
in every household. The pevple were attached to their use, and,
after the introduction of water-mills, were decidedly averse to give
them up. The Government, who wished to encourage the water-
mills, therefore, in 1284, during the reign of Alexander IIIL., passed
the following enactment :—* That na man sall presume to grind qubheit,
maislhock, or rye, with hand mylnes, except he be compelled be
storm, or be lack of mylnes, quhilk sould grind the samen. And in
this case, gif a man grinds at hand mylnes, he sall gif the threttein
measure as multer; and gif anie man contraveins this our prohibition,
he sall tine his hand mylnes perpetuallie.’ This law failed to some
extent to effect the end contemplated, and in some remote districts of
Scotland the querns continued in use almost to our own times. At
almost all the old farm towns in the Biggar district, these primitive
and once useful utensils were lately to be found very generally built
into the wall of some of the office-houses. Those of most recent date
were hollowed out like a trough, and the corn, or rather the barley,
wus placed inside and bruised by a stone, or sometimes by a piece of
wood called a knocker, and hence these utensils were usually denomi-
nated ¢ knocking stones.’

Another article that must be ascribed to a very remote antiquity
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is the ornamented stone ball. It is found in various parts of Scotland.
Four or five very fine specimens are to be seen in the Museum of the
Antiquaries of Scotland at Edinburgh. They are nearly alike in size,
but they differ very much in their ornamentation. The one here re-
- presented (Fig. 1) was found at
Biggar Shields. It has six regu-
larly arranged circles in relief, with
intervening spaces, which give it a
fine symmetrical appearance. The ’
use to which these balls were put , 2
is not certainly known. It may
be that they were used for warlike purposes, as balls of a similar
kind have been so employed by some tribes of American Indians,
who enclosed them in leather, and attached to them a thong a yard
and a half in length. By some parties, on the contrary, it has been
conjectured that they were used in the process of grinding corn, and
hence they have been called corn-crushers.’ They are frequently
dug up in cists; and this may be taken as a proof that, in remote
ages, they were held in respect. As might be expected, they have
been identified with the superstitions of subsequent ages, and have
been supposed to possess the same virtues, and to have the same claim
to awe and veneration, as elf-bolts, stone-hammers, adder-stones, etc.
In course of time several of the metals were discovered, particularly
copper and tin, as these, in some places, were found lying near the
surface. By smelting these two metals together, a substance was pro-
duced of much greater hardness than either of them possessed, taken
singly., This substance, which was called bronze, was, for a period,
most extensively used, and superseded stone as a material for the
construction of warlike and domestic implements. The introduction
of this metal marks an important stage in the history of human im-
provement; and it is interesting to note that articles, formerly com-
posed of stone, were now produced in almost the same form in bronze.
The ancient Caledonians who inhabited Biggar, so soon as a knowledge
of the newly-discovered metals reached them, would no doubt throw
aside their stone implements as comparatively of little value, and adopt
those composed of the more durable and effective material. Several
remarkably fine examples of bronze axe-heads or celts, spear-heads,
and the weapons called paalstaves, have been found in the vicinity of
Biggar. Fig. 1 is & curious bronge implement, the real use of which
it is not very easy to divine. It may have been employed as a dag-
ger, a8 in some specimens the blade contains two or three holes, for
the evident purpose of riveting it to a handle. It measures 7§ inches
in length, and, at the smaller end, 2 inches in breadth; but it is
evident that a portion of it has been broken off. It was found at
Coulter. In Fig. 2 we have a fine specimen of the bronze socket or
pot-celt. Its sides are ornamented with the groovings or tridental
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marks common in this type, which have very frequently been met
with in the north of England. It has a loop, intended either to fasten

ol
it more firmly to the handle, or to suspend it from the girdle of the
wearer. It is 44 inches long, and was found at Hapgingshaw in the
parish of Coulter. The bronze axe-head here engraved (Fig. 8) was
found in & cairn, within the camp on the summit of Wintermuir Hill.
It is 64 inches in length, and nearly three inches across the cutting
edge.

The spear-head engraved (Fig. 4) was found in the neighbourhood,
and has been selected as a good specimen of this early but beautiful
weapon, and as in all likelihood the product of some of the ancient forges
in the district. Another bronze implement here engraved (Fig. 5) is
what is called a paalstave or paalstab. This weapon has, seemingly,
been attached to a cleft handle, and might be used either as a spear
or an axe. It was found at Aikbrae, on Crosscryne. Another very
fine one in Mr Sim’s possession was found at Kersewell, and several
others have lately been discovered in this district. Paalstaves are
met with in considerable variety, some of them being finely orna-
mented and engraved; but antiquaries are by no means agreed as to
the purposes for which they were employed. It is very likely that
they were used both as a warlike and a domestic implement, and
perhaps, also, in the rites of some of the old religious systems that
prevailed in the country.

The bronze ball (Fig. 2) represented in the woodout, along with
the one in stone, is the only specimen of the kind known to exist,
being of the same type as those of stone formerly referred to. It is
somewhat smaller, being only 14 inches in diameter, and was found
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at Walston, three or four miles from Biggar. George Vere Irving,
Esq. of Newton, in describing it in an Archaological Journal, says,
‘It is beautifully incised with volutes, so as to produce six disc-
shaped figures. It has been cast in two portions, each half being
composed of a different metal, and of a different density. The work-
manship of it would assign its production to a period mboequent to
the occupation of this country by the Romans.’

The religion of the ancient inhabitants of the Biggar district is
supposed to have been Druidism. It has, no doubt, been stoutly as-
serted by several authors that the practice of this system of religion
in Great Britain was confined to the southern parts of the island,
and they demand a proof to the contrary. Now, it must be admitted
that no direct proof of the kind can be given. No ancient author has
made any statement on the subject; and the Druids themselves left no
writings, as it was one of their tenets that no record of their opinions
and transactions should be kept. Cesar, indeed, states that the
Druidical system was in operation in South Britain, a region which
he had himself visited;. but this does not prove that it did not prevail
in other parts of the country, which he never saw. However this
may be, it becomes us to notice several remains of antiquity in the
parish of Biggar and its neighbourhood, which have been generally
set down as Druidical.

On the Shields Hill, in the parish of Biggar, several upright stones
are still standing, which have been considered to be part of a Druidi-
cal temple. Here the Druids, with their flowing robes, their white
surplices, their long beards, and their rods of office, may have ex-
pounded their religious opinions, and offered up human victims in
sacrifice. At the west end of the town of Biggar is the Moat, or
Moathill, which in Saxon signifies the meeting-hill. It is of a cir-
cular form, and measures 100 feet in height on the -west side, 477 feet
in circumference at the base, and 225 feet at the top. From the top
of it, which is quite flat, three other moats of a similar form, though
of less dimensions, are in sight,—one at Roberton, one at Wolf-Clyde,
and another at Bamphflat. In the opinion of some, these were places
on which the Druids held their courts of justice, as they are known
to have acted in a judicial as well as in a religious capacity, and to
have transacted their business and performed their rites in the open
air. Here, then, the priests of the Druidical superstition may have
tried many trembling culprits, pronounced on them the terrible sen-
tence of excommunication, or sent them to expiate their crimes on
the blazing pile. At a few miles distant, conspicuously in view, and
forming & termination to the vista from the main street of the town
of Biggar, is Tinto, the hill of fire, with its huge cairn, on which, on
May eve, and on the lst of November, yearly, the Druids are said
to have lighted fires in honour of Beal or Belenus, the sun. Fires
at the same time would blaze on the mountains of Lothian, Tweeddale,
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and others still more distant, till the whole island was lighted up with
a ruddy glow. Then the fires on every hearth would be extinguished,
and the people would hasten to the nearest mountain-top to obtain
a portion of the consecrated fire to rekindle the fires in their huts
or weems. No fire was, however, given unless the customary dues
were paid to the Cairneach, or officiating priest; and no person dared
to supply the defaulter, under the pain of excommunication, which
is said to have been worse than death itself.

Two very fine specimens of an ornament, supposed to be Druidical,
were found, in 1858, on a piece of newly broken up ground on the
farm of Southside, in the parish :
of Kilbucho, about three¢ miles
from Biggar. They were at first
thought to be merely pieces of
tin, debris from the anvil of Moses
Marshall, the tinker, and were
taken to the farm-house, and
thrown behind the kitchen fire.
A relative of the farmer, Mr Core,
who had visited America, hap-
pened to have his attention at-
tracted by their singular appear-
ance, and, on examination, found
that they were composed of the
finest gold. They were taken to Biggar and weighed, and ultimately
found their way into the hands of Adam Sim, Esq. That gentleman,
on the 10th of June 1861, presented one of them to the Antiquarian
Society of Scotland, and it is now to be seen in the Museum of that
body at Edinburgh. The other still remains in his possession at
Coultermains. Each of them weighs 1 oz. 8 dwt. 13 grs. They are
in the form of a crescent or half-moon, measure at the broadest part
1§ inches, terminate at each extremity with a button or small disc,
and have a slight ornamentation, consisting of faint lines and small
depressions. They are both exactly alike; and it is remarkable that
two of them were found at the same spot,—a spot at which other
remains of a remote antiquity, in the shape of paalstabs and bronze
celts, have been dug up. A representation of one of them is to be
seen in the annexed woodcut.

The writers who consider that these ornaments were worn by the
Druids, state that they were carried in the hand of the priest when he
went to cut the sacred mistletoe on the sixth day of the moon, and that,
as the Druids paid great attention to astronomy, this crescent-shaped
ornament was intended to symbolize the moon at that stage of her
course, and to indicate that the time of the festival had arrived. Such
of them as had a button or disc at the extremities, are said also to
have been worn on the head of the priest during sacrifices and other

B
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ceremonies, and were then placed behind the ears, and fastened with
a string looped to the buttons. In this position they very much
resemble the nimbus or rays of glory which are usually made, in
pictorial representations, to surround the head of Christ and His
apostles. Amnother ornament of the same shape is said to have been
worn on the breast of the Druidical priest. This was called the Iod-
hain Morain, or breastplate of judgment; and, according to the fables
of Ireland, was believed to possess the power of squeezing the neck
on the utterance of a false judgment. Representations of these orna-
ments, and the manner in which they are said to have been worn, are
to be seen in the ‘Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis,” and in ‘Meyricks
and Smith’s Costume of the Original Inhahitants of the British
Islands.’

Though some authors have very strongly and positively asserted
that these were the uses to which these ornaments were put, yet it
must be admitted that their statements rest very much on conjecture.
It is beyond question, however, that ornaments of the same kind
were worn at a very remote era. They have been shown by Auberi,
Montfaucon, and others, to have been represented on bas-reliefs and
statues of great antiquity. Specimens of these ornaments have been
occasionally dug up in the bogs of Ireland; but in Scotland they are
more rarely to be met with, and hence the value of the two found at
Southside.



CHAPTER IL

Jnimsion of the Wyper Ward of Clgdesdale by the Bomans, and
sngposed Trnees of the Inbaders at Biggar.

HE Upper Ward of Clydesdale, during the first century of the
Christian era, was inhabited by a tribe to which the Romans
gave the name of the Damnii. They are described by Dion
Cassius, Herodian, and others, as sunk in deep barbarism ;

and yet it is asserted that they fought in chariots, and made use of
swords, lances, and bucklers, which, if correct, shows that they had by
that time made very considerable progress in the useful arts. The
whole history of the Roman invasion of the northern part of the island,
abundantly shows that they were an athletic, warlike, and indomitable
race. They never could be thoroughly subdued. It was, no doubt, in
vain for them to contend, in a regular pitched battle, with the Roman
invaders, who had attained the highest state of discipline, and had long
been inured to war on the plains of Germany, Parthia, Gaul, and Pales-
tine; but they lost no opportunity of surprising isolated detachments,
cutting off stragglers, intercepting supplies, and attacking encampments.
The consequence was, that the Romans were never able to keep a con-
tinuous hold of the Upper Ward. The first inroad made by them on
this district was in the year 80, during the reign of Titus. At that time
Caius Julius Agricola, at the head of a Roman army, overran the
country, and built a chain of forts between the Forth and Clyde, to
mark what he considered the bounds of his conquest. While Agricola
was subduing the natives and strengthening his position, he was recalled
by the Emperor Domitian, who had succeeded to the imperial throne
on the death of his brother Titus. It is evident that on his departure
the inhabitants of Clydesdale, with that invincible love of freedom which
has ever distinguished them, gave abundant disquiet to the Roman
legions left in the country, and rendered their position exceedingly
disagreeable and hazardous. When the Emperor Hadrian, therefore,
visited Britain in 117, he considered it impolitic to maintain the
supremacy of Rome over the Lowlands of Scotland; and accordingly
he erected a vallum or rampart between the Tyne and Solway, which
he fixed as the boundary of the Roman Empire in Britain. His suc-
cessor, Antoninus Pius, appointed Lollius Urbicus governor of Britain,
and this commgnder again attempted the subjugation of Clydesdale.
He marched an army into Scotland, and having cleared the way before
him, he erected a rampart on the line of forts constructed by Agricola.
After a few years tranquillity, the tract of country lying between the
two ramparts became a scene of almost constant hostilities. The in-



12 BIGGAR AND THE HOUSE OF FLEMING.

habitants, aided by the hardy and intrepid clans of the north, rose
from time to time against their invaders, and, though often overcome,
they strove with unflinching determination to expel them from their
territories. In the reign of Commodus they defeated a Roman army,
and slew the general. This obstinate resistance greatly incensed the
Emperor Severus. No sooner did he find himself firmly seated on the
throne, than he hastened to Britain, and in 208 entered Scotland at
the head of a most formidable army, determined to spare neither sex
nor age, aud to lay the country in utter desolation. The natives were
filled with terror, and proposed a peace; but he repelled all such
overtures with disdain. Finding that the inaccessible state of the
country gave shelter and protection to the inhabitants, he employed
his legions in cutting down forests, in filling up marshes, in making
roads, etc.; so the likelihood is, that it was his soldiers who hewed down
the woods in the neighbourhood of Biggar, and left prostrate on the
ground those numerous trees that from time to time have been dug up
in the peat-mosses near the town. He penetrated a considerable
distance to the north; but having lost 50,000 men, he was, in the end,
glad to retire from Scotland, and take shelter behind the rampart of
Hadrian. Mortified with the unsuccessful results of his expedition,
he died shortly afterwards at York; and his son and successor, Cara-
calla, made peace on favourable terms with the northern tribes. For
more than seventy years, almost nothing is related by the Roman
historians regarding the proceedings of their countrymen in Scotland;
but, in 867, Theodosius was sent into Britain, who, in several cam-
paigns, contended successfully with the natives dwelling between the
walls, maintained for a brief space the ascendancy of the Roman arms,
and gave the territory the name of Valentia, after the Emperor Valen-
tinian, then occupying the imperial throne. This success did not subdue
the men of Clydesdale; they still continued their inroads and aggres-
sions, till 422, when a Roman legion appeared against them for the
last time. The barbarians of the north of Europe had now descended
on the Roman Empire, and were threatening its existence. Its troops
in the distant provinces had to be recalled to preserve it from impend-
ing destruction, and, in 446, the tribes of Britain were freed for ever
from the thraldom and aggressions of the Romans.

No record is extant that enables us to fix on the parish of Biggar
as the place at which any important movement was made by the
Romans; but it is the concurrent opinion of all the writers, who have
attempted to describe the operations of these invaders in Scotland,
that the grounds in the neighbourhood of the town of Biggar were a
Roman station, and lay on an angle of the great Iter, or road, com-
monly called Watling Street, that proceeded from Carlisle, by Annan-
dale and the Vale of Clyde, to the Wall of Antoninus. It is evident
that these grounds, from their local position, and the character of the
country around, were well fitted to be a military post, especially at the
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time when the Romans attempted to hold sway over Scotland. They
lie on the outskirts of what are called the Southern Highlands, and are
situated about midway between two important Roman camps, the one
at Corbiehall near Carstairs, and the other at Lyne near Peebles, both
being distant about a moderate day’s march. The gentle slopes of
Bizzyberry and the Knock have space sufficient to accommodate sixty
or even a hundred thousand men, while their summits present ad-
vantageous positions for exploratory posts. Here is a deep ravine
well fitted to form one side of a strong rampart, or vallum, and along
the bottom of it meanders a stream of excellent water, so necessary
to a large encampment. The antiquaries, Gordon, Roy, Chalmers,
Stewart, etc., all concur in thinking that the Moat Knowe was used
as part of a Roman work. It may have been an outpost, while the
camp itself extended along the grounds now composing the crofts of
Westraw, or the minister's glebe and the burgh lands, on the north
side of the town. Various Roman coins have been dug up here, the
last of which was one of the Emperor Vespasian, and is now in the
possession of a townsman, the Rev. Dr William: Johnston, Limekilns.
Bronze vessels, commonly called Roman camp-kettles, have been
repeatedly found in the upper part of the Vale of Clyde, and in the
district round Biggar, particularly at Carwood, Biggar Moss, Pyet-
knowe, Coulter, and Libberton. In the collection of antiquities at
Coultermains, about a dozen of these kettles are to be seen, all of
them found in the neighbourhood, and all, though of various sizes, of
the same form and type. These vessels are generally broken or frac-
tured, as if they had been thrown aside as useless. Moses Marshall,
the celebrated Upper Ward tinker, was wont to say that, in the éarly
part of his wandering life, he frequently bought them as old metal, at
a mere trifle, and sold them at high prices, on account of the superior
quality of the bronze of which they were composed. It has been
asserted by sume antiquaries that the quality of the metal is inferior
to that used by the Romans, and that is one of the reasons why they
consider -that they are not of

Roman manufacture. However

this may be, they are unques-

tionably articles of very great

antiquity, and may have been

used by the native inhabitants

at a period even anterior to the

possession of our country by

the Romans. The woodcut

represents one of the kettles

found at Carwood Moss; and it

is alleged that it was filled with

gold and silver coins, but the

finder, of course, would not allow this supposition to be entertained.
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The Roman road that is supposed to have passed through the
parish of Biggar has entirely disappeared. Gordon, in his ‘Itiner- -
arium Septentrionale,’ published in 1727, states that traces of it were
at that time distinctly to be seen in Westraw Moss, west of the town.
This road or causeway is referred to so late as 1765, in the Records
of the Baron Bailie’s Court of Biggar, when a complaint of Robert
Wilson, ‘tacksman of ye grass of Westraw Moss, above ye cassaw
leading through ye said moss,’ was lodged against certain feuars in
Westraw for cutting ‘Roughheads,’ and pasturing their cattle on
parts of the moss, to which, it was alleged, they had no right. This
‘ cassaw’ gave the name of ‘Causeyend’ to a small hamlet built at its
western extremity, and some of the houses of which still exist. This
causeway was, however, in all likelihood, of comparatively modern
formation. The workmen, while engaged two years ago in making
excavations in this moss for the line of the Symington, Biggar, and
Broughton Railway, came upon a causeway of stones, about three
feet below the surface, which had evidently been formed at an early
period, and which, in all probability, was part of the Watling
Street of the Romans. It was minutely examined by several gentle-
men in the neighbourhood, and, from the systematic and skilful
arrangement of the stones, no doubt was left on their minds that
they had been placed there for the purpose of forming a road. By
this Iter, then, most of the Roman troops would pass and repass on
their marches to subdue, or, as Claudian says, ‘to bridle the fierce
Scots.” The probability, therefore, is, that Agricola, Hadrian, Urbi-
cus, Calphurnius Agricola, Marcellus, Severus, Theodosius, and other
commanders of the successive invading armies, halted at Biggar, and
marshalled their legions on the adjoining plains.

Along the great Roman Iter, on each side of the valley of the
river Clyde, circular earthen works are to be seen on the summits of
the more isolated hills, and are supposed to be the strongholds of the
early inhabitants. No less than eight or nine of these primitive forti-
fications are to be found in the parish of Coulter, and traces of them
are to be scen on several of the Biggar hills, particularly one dis-
tinctly marked on Bizzyberry, immediately above the town. For a
most learned and elaborate account of the ancient camps and Roman
roads in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire, we refer to the recently
published papers in the ‘British Archsological Journal,’ by George
Vere Irving, Esq. of Newton,—a gentleman who is gradually develop-
ing, by laborious researches, the ancient condition of his native district.

The Romans, as already stated, finally withdrew from Scotland during
the fifth century. Their retirement led to the formation of what has
been called the Regnum Cumbrense, or Kingdom of Strathcluyd. It
existed till the close of the tenth century, and of course included the
Biggar district; but we are unable to identify this district with any of
the notable transactions that occurred during that lengthened period.
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CHAPTER IIL

@he Toton of Biggar.

IGGAR, in all likelihood, was an ancient British village. It may
possibly be the Gadanica of the Romans, a town which was
situated near the Clyde in this locality, but the exact site of
which has much perplexed our modern antiquaries. However

this may be, it can certainly boast of considerable antiquity, as it is
mentioned in some of the earliest Scottish records extant. We have
no means of knowing what sort of town it was in primitive times, but
in all probability it was a mere accumulation of mud and turf cabins,
possessing the miserable accommodation of the wigwams of the Indian
or the huts of our own Highland population. During the early part
of last century, the houses were still of small dimensions, and for the
most part covered with thatch. The appearance of the town at that
time was remarkable on account of the number of malt-kilns with
which it was studded, several of the inhabitants being maltmen by
profession, and the whole of them being evidently great drinkers of
ale. Like most old towns, it was, down to a recent period, kept in a
very dirty and unhealthy condition. Dunghills, peatstacks, noxious
gutters, and fulzie of different sorts, were to be seen in all directions.
This state of things has been now very much changed for the better.
A number of good houses have been built, ornamental trees planted,
gas-lamps to light the street put up, shops enlarged and embellished,
old houses that incommoded the street pulled down, the common
sewers covered, and all unseemly accumulations removed; so that the
High Street, as may be observed from the engraving, has now a very
spacious and respectable appearance.

The town of Biggar at present consists of a main street, two back
streets, and a suburb called the Westraw. The houses in general are
small, consisting of one and two stories. They are built of whin-
stone, from quarries in the neighbourhood, with corners, rybats, and
lintels of freestone, brought from Deepsykehead, Libberton, and other
places at a distance, as there is no sandstone in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the town. The covering of the houses are thatch and
slates, roofing tiles being nearly unknown. In entering the town from
the east, we have first a few isolated houses called the Townhead, and
then the toll-bar,—¢‘a merry place in days of yore,” when the toll-
house was tenanted by Nicol Porteous. On the right or north side
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of the street is Bow's Well, and a little below it the house occupied
for some time by John, eleventh Lord Elphinstone, in consequence
of Boghall Castle, the ancient seat of the family, having fallen into
disrepair. This same house was also long occupied by that burgh
worthy, Bailie Thomas Carmichael. He was appointed depute bailie
by Robert Leckie, head bailie and factor, in the year 1744, and
took a leading part in the management of the affairs of the town and
barony till his death, in 1795, when he had reached the patriarchal
age of eighty-two years. On the other side of the street is a large
house, once the residence of Dr Baillie, a distinguished Biggar physi-
cian of last century. The street here widens to a very considerable
extent, and is far more spacious than the streets usually found in old
towns. The reason of this, no doubt, was to afford space for the
large fairs annually held here. On the south side of the street is the
Langvout, so called from the houses, which once stood here, having
arched roofs. The Langvout of old was occupied by a family of
the name of Boe, most likely the progenitors of Drs Boe, father and
son, well-known physicians at one time in Biggar. The keystone of
the jambs of one of these vaulted houses was finely ornamented with
the Lockhart arms. When the house was demolished, this sculptured
stone came into the possession of Adam Sim, Esq. of Coulter, and
was presented by that gentleman to the late William Lockhart, Esq.
of Milton Lockhart. In the hall of Milton Lockhart House it is still
to be seen, placed on a bracket, and preserved with great care. Here
a wretehed hovel was employed, for a number of years, as the town
prison; and here drunk beggars, the lunatic that fired Nannie Muir's
house, the tinker who felled his companion at the Ba' Green, and
other disturbers of the peace, were placed in durance vile. The
Langvout gate was, in olden times, the principal passage to Biggar
Moss.

A little farther down are Silver-knowes, long the property of a
family of the name of Brown. Andrew Brown, and his spouse Mar-
garet Tod, flourished here during the first half of the last century.
They were succeeded by Richard Brown, weaver, whose spouse was
Isabells, or, as she was generally called, Tibbie Forrest. This worthy
couple had several children, of whom may be mentioned Andrew,
John, an officer of excise, and Janet, who long lived in the inherit-
ance at Silver-knowes, and died there within the last thirty years.

Andrew, who was born in the year 1763, was the most distin-
guished. He early showed an aptitude for learning, and attended
different schools, but was chiefly indebted for instruction, in some of
the higher branches of education, to Mr Thorburn of Quothquan,
afterwards Dr Thorburn of Shields. One of his teachers, struck
with his aptitude and ability, said publicly, in the hearing of the other
scholars, ‘You are a clever boy; you will one day be a minister of
Edinburgh;’ a prediction which was afterwards verified. After going
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through the usual curriculum of literary, philosophical, and theologi-
cal study at the University, he was licensed to preach the Gospel by
the Presbytery of Biggar. He was then employed for a short time as
a tutor in a family, one of the female members of which became his
first wife. In 1787 he was ordained to the pastoral charge of the
Scottish Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia; and continued in this situation
till 1795, when he was presented to the living of Lochmaben, in
Dumfriesshire. On the passage home from Halifax, he had the good
fortune to be on board the same vessel with Prince William Henry,
afterwards William IV., who was delighted with his fine taste and
literary acquirements, and took much pleasure in his conversation. In
1799 the Town Council of Edinburgh appointed him to the charge
of the New Greyfriars Church, and during the year following trans-
lated him to the Old Church, as cplleague to Dr Grieve. On the
death of Dr Blair, in 1801, he was appointed by the Crown Professor
of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the University of Edinburgh, being
chiefly indebted, it is said, for this appointment to the efforts of his
old acquaintance Prince William. In 1813 he had the honour of
filling the dignified office of Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. He died at Primrose Bank, near Edin-
burgh, on the 19th of February 1884, in the seventy-first year of his
age, and was interred in the Greyfriars churchyard.

Dr Brown’s style was elegant and ornate, though somewhat diffuse,
and his manner of delivery insinuating rather than commanding. He
manifested much gravity and earnestness in his prelections from the
pulpit, and indulged in an ample range of illustration, clothed in
beautiful language that rendered them very effective. He excelled
especially in prayer. His devotional sentiments were delivered with
a fervour and an aptness of expression that led captive the thoughts
and feelings of his fellow-worshippers. His lectures in the Rhetoric
class were elegant and instruetive, and from time to time were sub-
jected to careful revision, in order to render them still more correct
and complete. He spent a considerable portion of time in composing
a history of America, and for the purpose of procuring information
for this work, he paid several visits to London, and also to Paris.
Persons to whom he read portions of it, spoke of it as highly elaborate
and interesting, constructed on the model of the best historical speci-
mens of the ancient classics, particularly in the curious conferences
and harangues of the Indian chiefs. He delayed the publication of
it in order to obtain fuller information, and thus to make it more
complete; but he died before he had put it in such a state as he
considered fit to lay before the public.

It is worthy of notice, that when the grave of Dr Brown's fore-
fathers in Biggar churchyard was opened for the interment either of
his brother or his sister, a box was found in it, three feet long, one
foot broad, and upwards of one foot deep. On the outside of it was a

c
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plate, ornamented with elegant figures, and bearing the following
inscription :—* The remains of Jane, daughter of Sir T. A. 8. of B.,
and wife of Sir T. A. S., Knt., who died abroad 14th of May 1799;
together with those of her infant daughter and only child, who sur-
vived her but six weeks. Collected and brought home by the kind
offices of a particular friend of her surviving husband, the Rev. A. B.,
and privately deposited at Biggar, N. B., 1805." The box, on being
opened, was found to contain the bones and skulls of the lady and her
infant, embedded in a quantity of fine yellow and red sand. No
person at Biggar was aware that this box had been deposited in the
churchyard ; and many conjectures were hazarded, how it could have
been placed there without being noticed, and who the parties were to
whom the inscription referred. It was, no doubt, buried there by the
directions of Dr Brown; but everything else connected with it still
remains an entire mystery.

« The part of the street in front of Silver-knowes was appointed by
the Baron's Court as the place for the show and sale of stallions on
fair and market days. Farther down was the Tron-knowe, where the
public weighing beam stood, and where all weighable ware, such as
butter, cheese, lint, etc., were exposed for sale. From this spot the
engraved view of the town was taken. A little below was the Cross-
knowe, a small eminence twenty or thirty feet in height, crowned with
the Cross. The Cross had an octagonal basis of solid masonry, about
four feet in height; and from the centre of the platform above rose
the shaft, which was without ornament of any kind. The Cross stone
had a hole in its centre, and the date 1632; and the apex, which was
square, had vertical dials on its four sides, and the initials ‘J. E. W,
John Earl of Wigton, with the date 1694. These two stones were, in
the autumn of 1860, built into the south gable of the new Corn
Exchange for preservation, with an inscription below them, intimating
that they. were ¢ part of the Old Cross of Biggar.” The oldest of these
dates, viz., 1682, is not understood to be the period at which the Cross
was erected. It can hardly be doubted that the Cross was at least as
old as the time at which Biggar was created a burgh of barony, viz.,
in 1451. The dates, no doubt, referred to the time at which the
stones on which they were inscribed were erected on the shaft, in
place of others that had fallen into decay, or had been accidentally
overturned and broken. At the Cross, state documents, acts of the
Bailies’ Court, and the different fairs, were proclaimed by tuck of drum;
and here the juveniles met for amusement, and the townsmen to
discuss the topics of the day. Here, on market and fair days, assem-
bled a motley érowd of people from the country round, to transact
business; while the sacred symbol above their heads reminded them
of a leading point in their religious belief, and warned them to be
candid and honest in their dealings, and to cultivate peace and good-
will with their fellow-men. The shaft of the Gross, with the two
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stones referred to, were taken down about fifty years ago; and the
pedestal, and the knowe on which it stood, were removed in 1828, to -
make room for a hotel, which at that time was projected on the
Tontine system, but was never proceeded with. The removal of the
Cross-knowe, so prominent a feature in the Main Street of the town,
and so much identified with the recreations of the young and the
loungings of the old, furnished a theme of great lamentation to the
Biggar poets. James Affleck composed a dirge, in which he made
the knowe bewail its fate in very doleful terms, and preach a sermon
on the changeable character of all sublunary things. Remembering
with melancholy satisfaction the scenes which it had witnessed, it
exclaims :— '
¢I've been the haunt on market days,
The haunt o’ monie a fair,—
The lads and lasses, men and wives,
To me wad a’ repair;

¢ And blythesome bairnies on my sides
Wi’ pleasure they wad row,
While worn-out age wad station keep
On Biggar auld Cross-knowe.’

It ended with this bit of serious moralizing :—

¢ I've served my time, and must away ;
Then why should earth repine?
Vain mortals! view your coming fate,
It may be seen in mine.

¢ Before old age shall press you sore,
Still wiser may ye grow,
Lay this to heart,—You must depart,
Like Biggar auld Cross-knowe.’

The most effective poem on the removal of the Cross-knowe was,
however, composed by Mr Robert Rae, a native of Biggar, and son of
Thomas Rae, a mason in that town. Mr Rae was born in 1805, and
at an early age removed, with his father and the other members of his
family, to the west of Scotland. While still a boy, he returned to
Biggar, and lived some time with his uncle, Robert Pairman, merchant.
In his fourteenth year he went to Glasgow, and filled various situa-
tions. While resident in that city, he published a volume of poems,
which met with a ready sale, particularly in Biggar, as some of his
pieces had a reference to that locality. Among others we may men-
tion ¢ Hillrigs Jean,’ and ¢ Wallace'’s Address to his Army after the
Battle of Biggar.' About ten years ago he went to London, and
obtained a situation in an extensive mercantile house. It was from
London that he addressed the verses on Biggar auld Cross-knowe to
his cousin, Dr Pairman, of Biggar. Mr Rae died at Glasgow in the
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swnmer of 1861. As his poem on the auld Cross-knowe is the produc-
tion of a Biggar man, as it contains many local allusions very happily
expressed, and is pervaded by a fine genial spirit of affectionate
attachment to scenes dear to every native of Biggar, we cannot for-
bear giving a considerable portion of it, more especially as it has
never before been published. It is entitled—

‘A YAMMERIN' AULD MAN'S LAMENT FOR BIGGAR AULD
CORSE-KNOWE.

¢ O waes me for the auld Corse-knowe;
Twice forty years hae come and gane
Sin’ first I sprauchilt up its browe,
A wee bit thochtless, happy wean.
Noo a’ day lang I sit and grane,
And scart wi' grief my lyart powe,
To think there's neither yird nor stane
O what was ance the auld Corse-knowe.

‘ We grue to read hoo Vandals bar'd
Their thirsty swurds owre auncient Rome ;
And yet the heathen blackguards spar'd
Aneugh to mark its dreadfu’ doom.
But waur than Vandals hae been here
(Deil rax their thrapples in a tow),
Wha left nae wee bit object near
To tell whaur stood the auld Corse-knowe.

¢ Hoo strange that scenes we lo’ed when young
Should sere auld age wi' pleasure fill!
The wud wi’ hips and hazels hung,
The wee burn dancin’ down the hill,
The clatter o' the auld grey mill
That peers owre Biggar's grassy howe,
Were dear to me; but dearer still,
My heart’s delicht,—the auld Corse-knowe.

‘ I've wander'd mony a far aff track,
In mony a sweet wild spot I've been ;
But aye my heart gaed yernin’ back
To bairntime’s ever-hallow’d scene.
Whaur Hartree Hills, wi' simmer green,
Dear Bizzyberry's rugged browe,
And Tintock, frae his azure screen,
A’ smiled upon the aunld Corse-knowe.

¢For O! a thousand rhemories kin’
Roun’ that dear hillock ever clung ;
And aye its sounds o’ auld langsyne
(Sweet sounds!) owre a’ my wandrin's hung.
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The lowin’ starns, that nichtly flung
Their glory owre the gloamin’s browe,
Aye seem’d tae me as if they sung,
** There's nae spot like the auld Corse-knowe.”
¢ In yon kirkyard, whaur, glimmerin’ grey,
Heidstanes rise thick 'mang hillocks green,
Lies ae kin' chiel,* wha shar'd the wae
That brings the draps to my auld een.
His limner's han’ and fancy keen
Did mak the ready canvas glowe
Wi’ weel-kent groups, ilk face a frien’,
A’ clusterin’ roun’ the auld Corse-knowe.
¢ For mony & hundred years it stood,
And micht hae seen sax thousand fair,
Defyin’ time, and storm, and flood,
.. To lay ita auld foundations bare.
Oure fathers lo’ed to linger there,
And see their wee anes roun’ them rowe;
But a’ are gane, and never mair
Wi’ joy shall ring the aunld Corse-knowe.

‘Hech! Sirs! the cronies o' my youth,—
Affleck, that kept us in & roar;
The Fiddler, wi' his unco drouth,
Can’t hae anither fortnicht's splore ;
The Elder cocks his thooms no more,
Nor Pinkles heckles at his tow !
Man! Biggar's no like days o’ yore,
It wants mair than the auld Corse-knowe.
¢ Yet aye I hear thro’ memory’s spell,
At dead o’ nicht come doun the lum,
The tinkle o’ Saunt Mary’s bell, .
Or tuck o’ auld John Hilson’s drum ;
Syne fancy leads me back to some
Tremendous hurlyhacket rowe,
‘Whan ‘Roarin’ Dillie,’ lang since dumb,
Gaed thund'rin’ doun the auld Corse-knowe.
¢ That rulin’ power, auld Bailie Cree,
' Aye cried the fairs wi’ lond huzza ;
An’, faith! nae blateness show'd, whan he
To prick-the-garters gaed the law.
Nae mace had he, but baton braw,
The guid to fend, the b