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The scenic Ohio River is the southern boundary of the

state of Indiana It has always been a route for travel

and commerce. Historic paddlewheel pleasure boats

still travel this unique waterway
Photo by Wm, Harold Harvey
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Presbyterian Ordinations.

The Presbytery of New Albany met

in Second Pxesbyterian church yester-

day. Messrs. S. A. Moffett, of this

city, and W. M. Baird, of Charlestown,

Clark Co., were examined for their fit.

ne6S for the ministry and sustained

themselves most excellently. The

young men are graduates of Hanover

College and McCormick Seminary. At

night the trial sermons were delivered.

Mr. S. A. Moffett’s sermon was from

the text Rom. X, IV : “For Christ is

the end of the law for righteousness

to every one that believeth.” After

saying that the doctrine of the Epistle

to the Romans was, Justification by

faith
;
including all meu Jew and Gen-

tile alike, he showed that Christ is

the end of the ceremonial law,

because he being the comple-

ment of the law, it was fulfilled by His

'coming into the world and suffering

for sin, and therefore is abolished. He
is the end of the moral law in that it

was abrogated by Him. the Maker, and

is now only imperative on man as a

rule of life. He ‘ is the end of all the

law for righteousness to every one that

believeth” on Him. His righteous-

ness in the fulfillment of the law by

obedience is imputed to them, and

fl>orpf'*>'*» “5<a tbf> And of Mia hiw Inr

righteousness to them,” through their

acceptance of Him by faith.

Mr. Moffett possesses a manly grace

in the pulpit and his voice is clear and
pleasant. He agreeably realized the

fond expectations of his friends and
acquaintances.

Mr. Baird’s text was taken from 2d

Timothy, first chapter and tenth verse :

“ Who hath abolished death and

brought life and immortality to light

through Ihe gospel.”

Mr. Baird’s theme was beautifully

developed, and he was interesting and
instructive to the end. His voice is

musical, his manner attractive, and a

manly sincerity is apparent in every

word he utters.

These bright and earnest young men
certainly have careers of great useful-

ness and honor before them.

The ceremony of ordination was
performed according to the Scriptural

method, with prayer and “the laying

on of the hands of the presbytery.”

The prayer of the Moderator,Rev. A. Y
Moore, and his exhortation to the

youthful brethren, were deeply affect-

ing and touched the hearts of all pres-

ent.
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cTorant or aiioily no *s equal to
Ayer's Cherry Pectoral. It assi t.s

N.-u ore in ejecting the mums, allays
irritation, Induces repose, and js tlio
most popular of all cough cures.

'*
< )r 1,10 many preparations before tlio

nil 1die for tin* cure of colds, coughs
bronchitis, and kindred diseases, thno
>s none, within the range of my experi-
ence, no reliatde as Ayer’s Cherry [*, ,•-

• J
0
,?

1
'

,

( ’r years 1 was subject to cold •.

followed by terrible coughs. About four
years ago, when so afflicted, 1 was ad-
vised to try Ayer’s Cheny IV-etoral and
to Jay all other remedies aside, f «li-i
so and within a we.-k was well of mycold and cough. Since then I havealways kept this preparation in thohouso, and feel comparatively secure ”— lj. L. Drown, Denmark, Miss.
“A few years ago T took a seven- cold» '>'!, e i, ei’tod my lungs. 1 had a im-

r,i.|e CJ.II.;.,, ami passed night afternight without sleep. The doctors gaveme up. 1 tried Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral,
vine, h relieved my lungs, induced slceo,
aitd afforded the rest necessary for tlio
recovery of my strength. By the con-
tinual use of the Pectoral, a permanent
cure wa s effected. ’'—Horace Fail-brother.
Jtockingliam, Vt.

Ayer’s Cherry Pesforaf
5

PREPARED BY

Dr. J. C. Ayer &. Co., Lowell, Mass.
Sold by all Druggists. Price $1 ; six bottles, $5.

Julyl-dt&wly-d Mou-Wed&Frl-tc

<3&tas?rHi

Inflammation
Heals tin

Restores
Senses of

and Smell.

natiou. i'-V

» Sorea.foj

TRY the CURE.*;,'/

A particle !r npplled into each nostril ami ff
tj,rccabl-*. Price. 50 cents, at Druggists. By
wall, registered, (10 cents.

b J

DLY BROTHERS,
, ,

50 Warren St., N. Y
,uiie2/-deod-uinn-wod«{:/ritfcw

Grand premium Offer

.1 nit-, new 'i i,.-.l:o
'

* 1
,v

- .,.1 1 1

a. i
««.* •.«» tiers'.:.. i

!'•••• !»• !•.•••»» ' i - - 1 j ;

• •
; :-i

JA 11 '* in '.in- i'l’/Je ',ln,r.' ;
> In

• u •;**: i.4 ' j ,

• ; r. :

:

. |;

list fn.i'iil <> ...It. I'li.iiil' r Li ? . |

»*' 1 » solid fi I lit. i' ,1 ;
j,',.

<v i ?<; ri r —
. J

. -
•

' m win# Jffi / / j, ;
-

• /
?. * oo.uii \ •/

J.

•»

j

•-

i' 'i / ' ‘ •••

-

Z3«3 t

r r.L.S"
'

;i
k

-s
vf i# ^t* t It I «»;»

HOCUIIM.

0.1 cs Meeo Ten Mef. TI.en.Ai live p.raon
... i , .

' ’• * u.i*.
' ' * * ' 1 I ll" II- • t tfll

. wi|| ... ,.|, ...

•«. -

.

'v:. v.:*

*' a rowel! T**s tinioninl.

i

A,,y one I>»eeen. a* the meeting

j

last night m tho First PreshyteMnn

I

Chtirch, looking over the large and in.

|

telligent audience gathered to express
their respect and sympathy lor our
brot,,er

» born and
raised aniSff^T^confJTflnl have been
impressed with the conviction that in
this instance, at least, there wae a
marked exception to the general fact,

that “a man is not
t

without
honor save in his own ooun-
fry and among his own kindred."

Iturely have we witnessed a more
spontaneous aud hearty expression of
icspict, a flection, regret and sympa-
thy than was manifested both by the
presence of the audience and the
Words of the speakers last evening, and
it must have done much to assuage
Hie grief which the recipient and his
more intimate friends must naturally
feel at the long separation awaiting
them. It was also a splendid endorse-
ment by his fellow countrymen, that
in deciding to leave home, lriends
and country, that he might,
in obedience to the parting
command of the Saviour, carry the
Gospel to every creature—go to one of
the most diflicult fields, and make it

his life-work to take the “good news”—
our young brother had acted^ wisely
and well.

Another interesting feature of the
service was that the opening prayer
was offered by our young brother John
Palmer, who, it is intimated, may fol-

low ere long in the seme path of hon-
or and usefulness.

Very appropriate Scripture lessons
were read by Rev. J. L. Aten, in his
usual impressive manner, and Dr.
Barnard offered an earnest prayer.

Mr. Moffett was then introduced n 8

the preacher of the occasion, which
duty ho performed most acceptably,

lie remarked, by way ot introduction,

that lie had been often asked
the question why he had decided
io leave the. home field, where
laborers were so much needed and go
to the far off heathen world? To an-
swer that olt repeated question would
be the substance of what he ehouldsay
on this occasion, and his main answer
would be found in trying to yield obe-

tlience to the command of Christ as he
left the world : “Go ye into all the
world/' Ac., and upon these words he
would present the claims and encour-
agements to carry the Gospel to the
heathen. r

l ho first was Christ’s com-
mand to do this work

; and second
the debt we owe to fort ign mission*.

in \\ ai- i

Mrs. James Cunuin
: !

-

I daughter, of this city, vis

saw la ,t week

himeon Marks, of Carrollton, Ky.,
was in the city yesterday spending the
day with his relatives.

Mr. Frank Graven?, of Philadelphia,
Penn., is tlio happy father of a bright
and beautiful boy baby.

Mr. Michael Hoftetadt, who has
been very sick, is, we are pleased to
state, able to be out again.

Mr. Wm. If. Keefe the courteous
Mail Currier for District No. 1, is cele-
brating his 34th birthday to-day.

Miss Maggie Broken arrived home
last evening after an absence of five
mouths visiting relatives near Ghent
Ky.

We see that our friend Joseph Chris-
tian has succeeded in drawing tho In-
dianapolis Journal in on the Lincoln
coachman story.

lent iiu-iiU Tn- f.., j,|,

D to «tri \ •• ntif j |.

.

ilivtli* rvil.V \|

CANCER OF ri
For thrve or four \< urn

my tongun Unit in.-i.l*- a <
,

I bocamo alnnnml -y. Km r

Atlanta for f nvitm*-

Comruciiml ti i

torn Has Mi-ui •

Tlioiuaxion, •

Trr.il! ...o.i

•it.

Hiiyir,.

November Weather.
Following is the weather report f<-r

November, 1889, according to observa
tions taken each day at 7 :30 a. m by
Wm. P. Gossnell, West Madison :

Average temperature—39 13 30.

Ruin on 2d, 7th, 8th, 9th, J.Jth, l'tli, ISth 23th
21st, 24th, 25th, 20th, and 27th.

Snow on 23th and 29th.
Cloudy days—23.

Clear or fair days—7.

Coldest days—28th, 2!Hh and 30th.

.
Warmest days-lst, 2d, 3d, 7th. 8th to 11th In

elusive, 21th, 25th and 27th

Wind—Southeast, 3 days; southwest, 7 days;
west, (j days; northwest, 4 days; variable. 5
days; northeast, 4 days; north, 1 day.
Average temperature for November InSS —

4L 2 30.

November was a remarkable month
for storms, one raging in some part of

the United States on nearly every da}’
of the month. A great amount of rain
fell in this latitude.

Sui"Ide.l
N mvton Cl- .vTin;. M.\-

Ernest Porter. n?t*d ! :

the Walpole Mills, nn(l m
er large busincNs Inier, h
suicide by shooting on
Temporary insanity pair

Miles' Nerve and Li

An important di
on the liver, stomach inn
the nerves. A new p,ii

sliced ily cure hiliomui
torp d. liver, pih
splendid for men,
dren. Smallest, nnie'.-si

doses for 25 cents. H.i

C. R. MeLeland's drug ^

novl2-(UtwI v

At the Christian Church last niglii

there was a fine attendance, tlie house
being nearly full, and alter an inter-

esting discourse by the pastor, Elder
W. II. Mevers, five persons came Re-

ward in response to an earnest invita

tion to join tlie church, making forty-

three additions to the membership in

the past six months. The church is

full of life and spirit under the active

labors of Mr. Mevers, and in quite a

prosperous condition both spiritually

and fiuaucially.

At. Trinity Church yesterday Elder

Wood conducted quarterly meeting

eejviccs, assisted by Drs. Davis and
Martin. The attendance was large,

and the Elder preached able and effec-

tive sermons. In the forenoon he read

a telegram of thank* and appreciation

In Twenty- ]•;
| ghi

From theSt. Louis Globc-J>c ,

Colonel Janus M. T!i
his opinion as follows:
of courage in battle I jy

to a large extent a phy
1 have heard a good ,| t

’.

;,|

'lie nonchalance of men i

iheircuMo and composure
gun had been fired, but
much stock in it. j v. crk
viu- in the army, unu -

tune to ill a port 1<

m Virginia where the:
leal of hard fighting t./

was no creditable w;

out of it, either. I saw m
tv-eiglit battles, anil J c.

that I for one never got “i

never went into a fight -.v

pervading sense of dango
ways glad when it was o

* Of course moral cour
titotism and tho milttiua
the great majority of :i; . n

tho mark, but tiu.ro w
stances of nu-n whose v
simply failed to resj'

on. They could j:..: p>

a fifjht. A clear hen
ception of the enorn •

• • <

of cow.ardic : to then:

spur them to tho stn>

tlio first whiz of n bu’i'
1

of distress were vi-D>l.

A well-known Ntw Y
a perfect geutlcrnan, a

trioL mid u really m
weak in point of cmi •

»
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FA’.iY or FALLING £H!K.N5

2;'S^ a luo-WAn^ Iwarrant my reim-dy to euro ii.o ,.i>tcw .s. li^c.-.^sa
frtusrs have* luilMlid n» for now vr-etivii •• n
euro, K.md nt. I.n.-r, for tro-.i ..••» io>.l .• ] r .. 1
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. xt r.-.;! I\.st Olr.ue
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Buffering from the effects of youthful errors, early
deLHT, wasting wet .kui-P ?, lost manhood, etc., I will
ficml a valuablo treatise f scaled) containing full
jaii . icnlars for homo cure, FREE°f chargo. A
Fplcinlid zncdieal work

; should bo read by every
man who lo nervous and debilitated. Address,

Prof* F, C. FOWLER, Jloodus, Coen*
ooiSl-dtfcwfy

CKtCH ESTER’S ENGLISH

f [fills
,-CPX. CROSS DIAMOND GRAND.

f.tr- \ M.fvu."! a«v.
, (,ullk-.H. A

i) v k ‘ "1 n '^ * s vi f..r Diamond Itrand, in f \
,r... I, ni.-r «!lK- box**, nailed with blue//A“ r* V aii pin. vp-'-y

S>S> ',AJ I- i.^M^nl boxc, pink wrapper..'. are \\y
f)<-

(liini;< ro>iH count orl'i-ltn. Sen.. -J,.. V
" t# M ’J. r

I,,r
»' u'lir ., ti-.ilmonlnl'i r.m

i'C« A.v K. lcl r.»f T-inUcM,” in letter, by ri iurj.
// mull. Audi. J'aprr.m > Ciilclu-sU-r I'iicw’l to., Mai

BejilK-ditwly
, Mailhon Si;., A’iiiln., T*

COLLARS AND CUFFS
LAUNDRIED IN TROY STYLE.

No. 115 East Second St,

In the house known as Ike Southern Hotel.
JulyM-d

P
WILL S. HOLMES,
6H9&P w
iEAA.IZfcTTZTJlR,
No. 325 .<*. West Street

T

Her
i p. •

---*« ior its ]>rc«c;
. . , Christian civilization, for until the

I
m,BP10nnries carried the ] igbt

i

of the Gospel »niOQ „ (hem tlleywert
,n

,

the dor!'-n=88 of heathenism
1 hen the condition of the heathen »ppeakd to our sympathy and zeal to
• :vo them thls K'-est balm winch Chn.t
orr.ught down from Heaven for the
healing of the nations. These and simi-
lar ones, the speaker said, were what
ind decided him to go lo this heathen
nslci to do his Master's work The
•vorcls were well spoken m a calm dig'-
n.hed manner, and will he long remem-
bered by many who listened and who
thought that peradvanture they were
last words.” If bo, they will prove

l
;..P. r

f
cl0Ui lcs*cy to >«any a heart.

V ,t

>

hin u,e reasonable limits allowed
t is impossible to report what

,

Vas sa,d bY the speakers who
followed, though there was not
•i word spoken which was not worth
printing, but space is limited and we
can but briefly mention the speakers.
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come into this place, please, mister,
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of American History completes its
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literary and historic treasure, and in no
libiary on th s continent does a more
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; “Fi st Edi-
tions of the Bible printed in America”
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Grant and the French” from Theodore
Stanton, of Paris. This splendid maga-
zine is steadily exerting an education-
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scription price, $5 00 a year. Pub-
lished at 743 Broadway, New York
City.
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Introduction

The letters printed here are the first reports from Korea

of the Rev. Samuel Austin Moffett, one of the pioneer

Protestants in that country, to his mission board, the

Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions in New York

City. As such they are a valuable contemporary record of

the early attitudes, strategy and goals of one of the

most effective missions in east Asia.

The originals were kept for years in the archives of

the Board but were microfilmed along with a wide selec-

tion of documents dating to before 1910, and then unfor-

tunately destroyed. These particular letters are on Reel

179, MF 10, F761. The microfilm records of the Board

of Foreign Missions are now deposited in the library of

the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.

The Rev. S. A. Moffett was born in Madison, Indiana,

on January 25, 1864. He graduated from Hanover College,

Hanover, Indiana (A.B. 1884; M.S. 1885; D.D. 1901) and

from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago in 1888.

Appointed a missionary to Korea by the Presbyterian

Church, U.S.A. (the Northern Presbyterian Church, as it

was often called) on April 15, 1889, he sailed from San

Francisco on December 16, 1889 and landed at Chemulpo,
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the sea-port of Seoul, on his twenty-sixth birthday, Janu-

ary 25, 1890. This was five and a half years after the

arrival of the first resident Protestant missionary in Korea,

Dr. Horace Allen, M.D.

In his forty-six years in Korea, S.A. Moffett opened up

north Korea to missionary residence in 1892 and 1893,

founded the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Korea

in 1901 and became the first moderator of Presbytery of

the Presbyterian Church in Korea. He was also the mod-

erator of the 8th General Assembly in 1919 and served

as president of Union Christian College (Soongsil, now

Soongjun University) from 1918 to 1928. He was forced

out of Korea by the Japanese in 1936, and died in Mon-

rovia, California, on October 24, 1939.

These letters were transcribed for publication in the

magazine of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of

r.hurch and Theology (Kyohwei wa Sinhak), for

1975.

It may be helpful to add a word of explanation about

persons and places mentioned in the letters. There were

eight Northern Presbyterian missionaries in the Korea

Mission when Moffett arrived. Dr. and Mrs. Horace Allen,

M.D., had come in 1884 as the first resident Protestant

missionaries in Korea. Rev. Horace G. Underwood arrived

in 1885, the first Presbyterian clergyman. Dr. and Mrs.

J. W. Heron, M.D. also came in 1885; Dr. Lillias Horton

(soon to be Mrs. Underwood) , Miss Mary Hayden (later

Mrs. Gifford) ,
and the Rev. D. L. Gifford all came in

1888, as did James S. Gale, a Canadian who later joined

the mission.

Orthography of Korean place names was as much a pro

blem then as now. Most confusing, perhaps, is Moffett’s

spelling of Hpyeng Yang or Ping An for what is now

usually written as Pyongyang. But the things he has to say

in these letters (which were not written for publication)

about evangelism as a missionary priority, for example, or

about missions and politics, inter-missionary relations, and

the decision-making process in the precedent-making pio-

neering days of an unusually successful Protestant mission,

are as interesting today as his first impressions of korea as

a foreigner eighty-five years ago.

Samuel Hugh Moffett

Seoul, September, 1975
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1 jan . 28, 1890. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

After a very pleasant voyage, Miss Doty and I arrived here safely

Saturday night. We arrived in Yokohama just after the steamer for

Korea had left and consequently were in Japan for two weeks. I am

very glad of the delay as it gave me an opportunity to see something

of the work in Japan and also to get pretty well acquainted with

Mr. and Mrs. Underwood who as you know are temporarily in

Yokohama.

The missionaries in Japan greeted us very cordially and I had the

pleasure of visiting the Meiji Gakuin and Graham Seminary in

Tokyo the Doshisha and Doshisha Girls' School in Kioto and Sturges’

seminary and the Boys' School in Nagaski. Was also greatly benefi-

ted by conversations with the missionaries and shall always be glad

that I had the two weeks survey of the work in Japan.

After a two days rest I am now temporarily settled with Mr.

Gifford and ready for study. Took my first lesson in the language

this morning and hope to continue patiently until I can make use o

it. My first impression here is that the Koreans very greatly need

the Gospel and I trust and pray I may be prepared to help give it

to them

2. March 18, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

When I saw you in New York you asked me to write to you soon
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j jan . 28 ,
1890. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

After a very pleasant voyage, Miss Doty and I arrived here safely

Saturday night. We arrived in Yokohama just after the steamer for

Korea had left and consequently were in Japan for two weeks. I am

very glad of the delay as it gave me an opportunity to see something

Of the work in Japan and also to get pretty well acquainted with

Mr. and Mrs. Underwood who as you know are temporarily in

Yokohama.

The missionaries in Japan greeted us very cordially and I had the

pleasure of visiting the Meiji Gakuin and Graham Seminary in

Tokyo the Doshisha and Doshisha Girls School in Kioto and St g

seminary and the Boys School in Nagaski. Was also greatly benefi-

ted by conversations with the missionaries and shall always be glad

that I had the two weeks survey of the work in Japan.

After a two days rest I am now temporarily settled with Mr.

Gifford and ready for study. Took my first lesson in the language

this morning and hope to continue patiently until I can make use of

it. My first impression here is that the Koreans very greatly nee

the Gospel and I trust and pray I may be prepared to help give it

to them

Sincerely yours in the work

Samuel A. Moffett

2. March 18, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

, 1 f0 write to you soon

When I saw you in New York you ask
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after I arrived on the field, giving an account of my first impressions.

I have been here less than two months yet have received a great many

impresssions, but they are of course the result of a very superficial

survey of the people and country, the Misson and its work. These

impressions lead to conclusions subject to very sudden changes

according as the impressions are modified by enlarged knowledge

and experience. However I shall write you very fully and frankly

for I suppose you want to know just how things appear to one

arriving upon the field.

Knowing as you do the troublous times which have afflicted this

Mission you will know that I cannot give my impressions without

seeming to criticize the actions of either or both of the conflicting

factions in any critical spirit.

I had the good fortune to meet Mr. and Mrs. Underwood in

Japan and during the two weeks spent there had opportunities to

discuss pretty fully the condition past and present, and the future

prospects of the work in Korea.

Arriving here my first impression, deepened as time goes by, was

that the people show an utter lack of positive happiness. They

seem to have a look of settled submission to an unsatisfying life.

The first happy face which I saw was that of our native evangelist

and to me the contrast was a very marked one and impressed me

very strongly. I do not see how the first impression can be aught

else than that the people do greatly need the gospel.

With this as an inspiration I settled down to attack the language

and to gain as soon as possible an idea of the condition of the

Mission affairs. The language is difficult; but it seems 'to me that

in three years one should be able to use it quite effectively, but to

i

9

do so in less than two years will be very exceptional.

To obtain an idea of the work of the Mission and its condition

is rather difficult. Mr. Underwood is in Japan and almost all of

the evangelistic work and the school work has been managed by

him. Dr. Heron has his hands more than full; besides a full quota

,0 f professional work he has almost all the business affairs of the

Mission to superintend, and in consequence is overworked. In Mr.

U's absence every one goes to Dr. Heron and he is consulted on so

many subjects that I do not wonder that some things have been

.allowed to drift.

It does seem to me that too much work, or rather too many kinds

.of work, have been begun at the same time, and being started have

grown faster than they could be well managed. Mr. U is our only

minister who knows the language. He has translation to attend to

and his dictionary to publish, and while attending to that in Japan

there is no one to oversee the work of the colporteurs in the vanous

provinces; the orphanage must be left to get along as best ,t may

-under the care of those who know little of Mr. U s plans w,t

reference to it; candidates for baptism can not be examined and must

-wait; the evangelistic work must be conducted with very little mtelh-

•
* nn the Dart of the mission; and finally oui new

gent supervision on the part oi
. , r

,. .11 little prospect of opening i

school building must lie idle with

of lack of force to man it. We cannot enlarge

some time on account ot lacK 01 ivi

f nffers) for we can hardly manage the

the work (though opportunity offers)

work already begun.
1(in(T1iaffP He

Mr-« has had but one year’s study^n

^^ ^ ^
has the Treasurer’s work to attend

,

. workingafter. 1 am worsing

orphanage and an approaching wedding
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at the language and have temporarily taken charge of the orphanage

which I believe can be made one of our most efficient means of

raising up native workers impressed from their early years with

Christian ideas.

We should be sadly handicapped for lack of experienced workers

were it not for the presence of Mr. Davies of the Victoria Pres.

Church who for many years was a school-master in Australia and

for 18 months a missionary in India. He has been here but six months

and of course knows but little of the language.

There is plenty of work to be done and opportunities to do it are

abundant and no one here questions that. The people very freely visit

us and listen earnestly to the gospel. So far as I have learned, our

colporteurs find them eager to secure books and tracts. The women

especially seem to be ready to be taught. Mrs. Heron has a class of

20 or 30 women at her house every Sunday night. She gives them a

gospel talk illustrated by means of a magic lantern. Martha, a native

Christian, under direction of Misses Hayden and Davies, teaches a

class of women at her house once a week, teaching them the Bible

and Catechism. Thus quietly is the seed being sown and we can do

all the work of this kind that we have time for, and we shall thus

prepare a harvest to be reaped just as soon as we are allowed to

carry on our work openly, without opposition either real or nominal.

I know that two conflicting views have been held in the Mission.

I am not 'on the fence
1

as between these views, but I believe the

'middle ground
1

is the safe plane to occupy, for while there is abun-

dant work for us to do, yet aggressive, earnest work can be done

quietly. There are at present no signs of opposition to our work, but

our position here is not assured, and the present King is not secure

11

on his throne, and a revolution might bring into power the man

who 20 years ago had 20, 000 Christians put to death.

I have another impression which I do not believe will change—viz.

We need more men. It takes at least two years to acquire the lan-

guage. There is work enough now for a dozen men. Two years,

from now when those who come shall have acquired the language

new stations will probably be opened. Ping An will probably be made

an open port and it is the capital of the province where most of our

colporteurs' work has been done, and all here feel we must have

a station there as soon as it is opened.

Within a half day’s journey from Seoul there are probably 200-

villages and had we workers with a knowledge of the language I

see no reason why we might not have in each village a class under

quiet private instruction who would form the nucleuses of churches
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I pray that in the apportionment of new missionaries this summer

Korea may receive more than one or two. I have just heard from

Rev. W.M. Baird now at Del Norte, Colo, saying that he hopes

to be able to carry out his desire to preach to the heathen and tha
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labor is dishonorable, will develope into a strong people.

1 hope to give myself wholly to the work, and shall strive for

harmony in all the affairs of the Mission, trusting and believing

that we shall be used of God in the moral and spiritual regeneration

of the people. As we remember the Board in our prayers asking

that you may be guided by the Spirit, so we know that you remem-

ber us.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. The New Manual of the Board has been received. We read

and discussed it at our mission meeting last week.

3. July 22, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Have just heard of a special steamer leaving for America and

hasten to drop you a few lines to let you know of the serious illness

of Dr. Heron. Two weeks ago he was taken with dysentery which

has now developed into abscess of the liver. He was so run down by

overwork that he was in no condition to stand the attack and while

we are doing all that can be done and he has the constant attendance

of the two doctors of the Meth. Mission and as careful nursing as

we can give him, we all feel that the result is altogether with Him

who 'doeth all things well’. We are hoping and praying for his

recovery but the result is very uncertain. Please do not tell Mrs.

Heron (the Doctor’s mother) of this until she hears from Mrs. Heron

(the Doctor’s wife). The latter is bravely enduring the severe trial

and I think has reached the position of submission to His will.

Further information will be sent next week by regular mail.

Hastily and Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

4. July 24, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

1J

Your letters to me dated May 9th and to the Mission dated May

10th and June 20th have been received. I wrote you very hurriedly

a few days ago concerning the serious illness of Dr. Heron. For

two weeks we have all done nothing but to give ourselves unreserv-

edly to his care, hoping, trusting and praying that it might be

the Lord’s will to spare him. Night before last and again yesterday

evening the doctors said there was no hope and we were expecting

him to leave us at any moment. However we did not cease to do

what could be done and last night there was a slight change so that

today our hopes have risen a little. We all (including Mrs. Heron)

feel that he is in the Lord’s hand and there we rest the question as

to whether he shall be spared or taken from us. Should he be tak

the blow will be a severe one for it will come just when it seems

that we need him most, just when we were getting the work of the

mission in a satisfactory condition. For some little while we have

been acting in the greatest harmony and a bettei spirit,

spiritual tone has pervaded all our work. We have all felt that we

were ready for systematic, conservative, aggressive work and were

,. , As you know Mr. Underwood made

laying our plans according y.

Heron n0 longer

some concessions in his mode of wor an

exDres-

seeing the necessity for applying the brakes had given re

sion to his desire to push the evangelistic work. For some

doctor has been quite restive under his restrictions in the government

hospital and was planning for work which he could



12

labor is dishonorable, will develope into a strong people.

I hope to give myself wholly to the work, and shall strive for

harmony in all the affairs of the Mission, trusting and believing

that we shall be used of God in the moral and spiritual regeneration

of the people. As we remember the Board in our prayers asking

that you may be guided by the Spirit, so we know that you remem-

ber us.

Very Sincerely Yours,

Samuel A. Moffett

P.S. The New Manual of the Board has been received. We read

and discussed it at our mission meeting last week.

3. July 22, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Have just heard of a special steamer leaving for America and

hasten to drop you a few lines to let you know of the serious illness

of Dr. Heron. Two weeks ago he was taken with dysentery which

has now developed into abscess of the liver. He was so run down by

overwork that he was in no condition to stand the attack and while

we are doing all that can be done and he has the constant attendance

of the two doctors of the Meth. Mission and as careful nursing as

we can give him, we all feel that the result is altogether with Him

who 'doeth all things well’. We are hoping and praying for his

recovery but the result is very uncertain. Please do not tell Mrs.

Heron (the Doctor’s mother) of this until she hears from Mrs. Heron

(the Doctor’s wife). The latter is bravely enduring the severe trial

and I think has reached the position of submission to His will.

Further information will be sent next week by regular mail.

Hastily and Sincerely,

Samuel A. Moffett

13

4 .
July 24, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Your letters to me dated May 9th and to the Mission dated May

10th and June 20th have been received. I wrote you very hurriedly

a few days ago concerning the serious illness of Dr. Heron. For

two weeks we have all done nothing but to give ourselves unreserv-

edly to his care, hoping, trusting and praying that it might be

the Lord’s will to spare him. Night before last and again yesterday

evening the doctors said there was no hope and we were expecting

him to leave us at any moment. However we did not cease to do

what could be done and last night there was a slight change so that

today our hopes have risen a little. We all (including Mrs. Heron)

feel that he is in the Lord's hand and there we rest the question as

to whether he shall be spared or taken from us. Should he be taken

the blow will be a severe one for it will come just when it seems

that we need him most, just when we were getting the work of the

mission in a satisfactory condition. For some little while we have

been acting in the greatest harmony and a better spirit,

spiritual tone has pervaded all our work. We have all felt t at we

were ready for systematic, conservative, aggressive work an were

faying our plans accordingly. As you know Mr. Underwood made

some concessions in his mode of work and Dr. Heron no lon.r

seeing the necessity for applying the brakes had given re

sion to his desire to push the evangelistic work. For some

doctor has been quite restive under his restrictions in the governm

hospital and was planning for work which he could give



14

evangelistic turn. I still trust that the Lord will give him the

opportunity to carry out these plans for his place will be a hard

one to fill. He has been pre-eminently successful as a physician and

surgeon not only with Koreans but also with the foreigners having

practically held all the foreign practice. The suggestion that he

was losing that practice arose merely from the fact that the English

legation notified him in advance that when the S. P. G. missionary

doctor arrived, their contract would probably not be renewed.

1 fear tx> that his removal might mean the return of Mrs. Heron

and we should feel her loss as keenly as that of the Doctor. Their

home has been the home of all the new missionaries and almost all

have boarded with them. This last year her health has greatly

improved, and she has been doing a very important work amongst

the women so that we will be sadly crippled if we lose her too

The Mission has informally requested me to act as Secretary

during the doctor’s illness and to write you concerning the May and

June meetings.

First—At the May meeting upon the request of the Bible Society

Mr. Underwood was given permission to devote special time to trans-

lation and the Board is asked to appropriate $ 4. 00 per month for

assistance in translation work and $ 6. 00 per month for an additional

personal teacher. (Mr. Underwood’s teacher’s time is now all occu-

pied and his wife can no longer use him for her teacher).

Second—At the meeting June 30, Mr. Underwood reported on the

publication of the Korean Manual and stated that a full report had

been sent to the Board.

Tiiird-The Mission unanimously voted to ask permission from the

Board to sell to the S. P. G. mission a piece of property adjoining
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the English legation, the property to be sold for $900. or more

(Japanese money). Concerning this request I would say that the

property was purchased with a view to building thereon a Girls

School and when Miss Hayden arrived a small Korean thatched

house on it was occupied by her for a few months. After a trial she

considered it an undesirable location for the school as it was isolated

from all other mission property and was not free from danger.

The school was transferred to the house formerly occupied by Dr.

Allen which upon Miss Doty’s arrival was altered at little expense

so that it will accomodate from 30 to 50 girls. The property in

question is not well situated for a residence for our mission (even

though we needed another residence here and we do not) but in

connection with two adjoning pieces of property will make a good

site for the S. P. G. Mission. They desire to purchase and the

Mission desires to sell (at a price which will cause no loss to us)

as we see no reason for keeping it now that better arrangements

have been made for the Girls’ School.

The property cost originally $649 and was repaired with wall,

gate, roof, etc. to extent of $304.62, making in all $953.62 or

$ 710. 45 Gold. We will try to get the full amount for it but ask to

sell for $900 if necessary. The question has been before us for

several months but we awaited Mr. Underwood’s return from Japan

in order that we might send a unanimous request.

Fourth—The mission asks for an appropriation of $ 167.50 for

the purpose of purchasing a small thatched house at the corner

of the mission property and to build a wall and gate m hs

place. Concerning this the house is located in the corner of Mr.

Underwood's compound and immediately opposite the orphanage gate.
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It is used as a wine shop and is a standing temptation to all our

house and orphanage servants and being a resort for Koreans is also

a filthy nuisance. It is immediately adjoining the stables in Mr. U’s

compound. If purchased it gives us the opportunity to build a gate

to the stables from the road thus shutting them off from his com-

pound & closing a gate which at present makes his compound a

thoroughfare. The appropriation is asked upon an estimated cost.

At the June meeting a committee was appointed to examine Mr.

Underwood’s translation of the Westminster Catechism and if desirable

have it published. A committee was appointed to report a set of

by-laws for the Mission and the question of a systematic adjustment

of the orphanage finances was referred to this committee.

Your letter of May 10th raises the question as to the location of

Dr. Allen and you ask for ‘all the facts which ,we ought to possess

in order that we may be guided to right decisions in regard to the

occupation of fields’. In response to that request I shall write freely.

I sincerely hope that the Board will not send Dr. Allen to Seoul

for now that we have such harmony and our work in condition for

realizing success I do not wish to see the harmony disturbed and I

feel sure that his coming would bring about the spirit of strife &

division which has been so happily overcome. Dr. Allen has been

engaged in politics and of course has political enemies. If he comes

here we immediately subject ourselves to the enmity of those who

are very bitter toward him and I know not how much our position

here would be affected. Seoul is a political whirlpool and we cannot

afford to be compromised in our mission work by drawing upon

ourselves political opposition. We expect opposition on spiritual

grounds but the great distinction Koreans make between us and the

Jesuits is—that we are not mixed up with politics. Our aim must be

to lay stress upon our spiritual mission.

I was greatly disappointed that he did not remain at Fusan.

Chemulpo, in the opinion of all, is not a good point for occupation,

and preliminary work had been done at Fusan by Mr. Gale of the

Knox College Y. M. C. A. of Toronto, who has been there some ten

months.

Owing to the sickness of Dr. Heron it might seem desirable to

call Dr. Allen here in order to take the work at the hospital but

for one I shall be glad to have the hospital unoccupied for a while

in the hope that if Dr. Heron is able to resume work he will have

the opportunity to give up the hospital altogether or to give it but

a small portion of his time. I believe the hospital has done us great

service but that service being accomplished, I hope to see the Dr.

succeed, as he desires, in giving most of his strength and time to

work peculiarly our own unhampered by government restrictions.

As to New Fields—It seems to me that we can readily establish

a station at Fusan or Ping An if we have another man. It may

take six months or a year to accomplish it but the steps can be taken

at once. As I said, Mr. Gale has prepared the way at Fusan. 1

believe we could get him to prepare the way at Ping An. lie is a

Presbyterian and in hearty sympathy with our work. He lives

according to the Korean manner except as to dress and can spend six

months very quietly at Ping An preparing the way, but whoever should

go there would have to adapt to less comfortable quarters & more

inconveniences than we have in Seoul because as yet Ping An is not

an open port. I wish we could have the assurance of the Board that

it would favor opening a new station there if the way be opened
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Ping An is our most promising province as most of the work of

Mr. Ross & of the colporteurs has been done there.

July 25, 1890

Dr. Allen has accepted the position of Secretary to theU.S.

Legation and I understand that the Mission will be asked to take

some action with reference to it at the regular meeting next week.

1 have heard that he desires to maintain his connection with the

Mission and will ask that we provide a house in Seoul. I know not

what action the Mission or the Board will advise but I most earnestly

trust that if Dr. Allen retains the political position that he will

completely sever his official connection with the Mission. The posi-

tion is not one under the Korea government and instead of helping

us with the Koreans will but cause all the official politicial actions

of the American legation to reflect for good or ill upon the Mission.

It will be a combination of politics and missionary effort in which

1 feel sure the missionary work will be compromised. I do hope the

Board will insist upon his being a missionary pure and simple or

sever all official connection with the Mission. Please give us a chance

to do purely missionary work free from all outside combinations and

complications.

Of course you will make a disitinction between the four things in

this letter sent officially from the Mission and the rest which I have

written personally.

Sincerely yours in the work.

S, A t
Moffett

5. July 29, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Since writing my letter of last week we have suffered the severe

loss we were dreading. Dr. Heron passed from us Saturday morning

at 8 o’clock. We held services at the house Sunday afternoon and

the burial took place Monday afternoon at a place about 4 miles

from Seoul which we succeeded in getting the Foreign Office to set

aside as a foreign cemetery. It is a beautiful spot overlooking the

river and we now have a new interest in the land of Korea. The

first foreign grave here is that of the missionary who gave his life

to the Korean people. I wish I had the heart to write you something

of the great sorrow of the Koreans over his death, of sympathy

for Mrs. Heron and of the many, many expressions of love and

regal d for one who had been so faithful in his service. After the

severe strain of the sickness and the feeling of sorrow our bodies

are too weak and our hearts too heavy to write much.

Our thoughts turn to Mrs. Heron and her future. Of course the

Doctor leaves her practically nothing but a little personal property.

1 regret exceedingly that his effort a short time ago to obtain life

insurance failed through a mere oversight in that the physician s

signature to the medical certificate was wanting.

We all hope that Mrs. Heron will stay here for she is prepare

to do a work among the women and in connection with the gir s

school which no one else could do without several years of training.

Mrs. Heron has done more work among the women than anyone

else on the field and has a better knowledge of the language than

any one except one of the Methodist ladies. I feared she would go
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home but hear today that she desires to stay and finish the Doctor s

work for Korea. I presume the Mission will take some action with

reference to this at the meeting this week.

Dr. Heron’s death leaves us practically without a physician. Dr.

Allen has accepted the government appointment, but I think we can

manage until we have another physician sent us.

I do not think the change in our situation in that respect at all

affects the question spoken of in my letter of last week. In that

I wrote you very freely for I want to have a perfect understanding

with you in all things. Of course whatever action is taken by the

Board in all the affairs of the Mission I shall work for harmony in

carrying on our work.

Very Sincerely,

S. A. Moffett

6. August 12, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I want to write you just a few lines in addition to my letters of

July. At the Mission Meeting July 31 a Committee was appointed to

take charge of and settle up the Medical accounts of Dr. Heron.

I trust they will soon be settled and a final report made to the

Board. Medical funds were used in purchasing the house which was

afterwards remodeled for me with medical funds. I hope the Board

will grant our request and sanction the expenditures made on the

house, for otherwise I do not see how we are to set up the medical

accounts.

My first six months on the Mission field have brought me many

ap unanticipated experience. It seems to me there has been more than

a fair share of irregularities and misunderstandings in the whole

history of the Mission but I trust we are not always to spend our

energy and thought in settling difficulties, explaining misunderstand-

ings and planning to avoid complications. I know we are all exceedingly

anxoius to have a clear understanding of the Board’s desires and to

work in accordance with the rules of the Board. It is in order to

avoid difficulties, to get a clear understanding of the Board’s desires

and relations to us, and that we may settle down to earnest spiritual

work, that the paper signed by us has been sent. I certainly hope

that by the time I become a voting member of the Mission we shall

be free from all political complications.

I rejoice in the news that Mr. Baird has been appointed to Korea,

and rather hope that your suggestion may eventually be carried out

and that he and I will be sent to a new station. I am planning now

for 2 or 3 months stay in another province in order to study the

language and people.

The Toronto Medical Y.M.C.A. have a physician (Dr. Hardy)

under appointment to Fusan. He is expected this fall and will work

with Mr. Gale. He & Mr. Gale are both Presbyterians and will no

doubt work in hearty sympathy with us.

Sincerely yours in the work,

S. A. Moffett

7. Sept. 15, 1890. Hpyeng Yang. To Dr. Ellinwood

Your letter advising a trip of investigation to Fusan and also

inquiring about Hpyeng Yang reached us just as I was arranging a

month’s trip in this direction for the study of the language. Am
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satisfied that what you wrote is true that a young missionary is at

great advantage in learning the language if free from foreign in-

tercourse, although I believe that here one's first 6 months ought to

be spent in Seoul, the center of Korea in everything.

The Mission, believing Hpyeng Yang to be a more implant

point than Fusan, yet knowing less about it, decided to send some

one here to investigate before making a report to you. Upon my

return from here one of us may visit Fusan unless we can get from

Mr. Gale the information desired. I left Seoul Friday Aug. 29 in

company with Mr. Appenzeller, the M. E. presiding elder who was

on his annual trip to the northern cities. It is the 2nd city in popu-

lation and said to be the 2nd in commerical importance, being the

center of the Ginseng business and surrounded by a country of very

fertile farms. Here Mr. Appenzeller with his local preacher who

accompanied him met 5 men, the beginning of their work. I tried

but failed to find those whom our men had formerly seen.

Leaving Monday morning we travelled through a most beautiful

country of mountains and plains with fine looking crops of rice,

millet, buckwheat, beans, sorghum, cotton and tobacco equal to any

I have ever seen in the States. Certainly this would be a prosperous

people were it under just rule. We passed through a number of good

sized cities and villages but I looked in vain for anything like an

American farm house situated in the midst of an orchard and sur-

rounded by fields. The farmers all live in the cities or villages and

you may see immense plains of growing crops with no sign of a

house. They form Charles Dudley Warner’s ideal country community,

in one point at least, that of neighborliness.

We reached Hpyeng Yang Thursday night having travelled the 550

li in 6-U days, including one day of rest. The city is beautifully

located on the Ta Tong river 20 miles from the sea, near enough to

be reached by the tides which make it a sea port. The approach

from Seoul is through a large plain of growing crops and the view

from the city walls in any direction shows similar plains, equally

fertile, back of which are high mountains. The city is on one side

of, and at the base of, a knoll which, back of the governor’s

residence rises to quite a height. From this point the view of rivers,

plains and mountains is grand. It is the 3rd city in population (about

50,000) and said to be 3rd in commercial importance, being the

capital of the province which is rich in minerals & timber, the

great silk producing region and with abundant crops of grains and

tobacco. It will probably become the most important port as soon as

opened.

As yet it is not open to foreign residence, although the Japanese

were here for some time this year trading and shipping produce.

They have made several attempts to get it opened as a port but have

not succeeded. At present there are no Japanese here. The cost of

property here is not higher than in Seoul but the cost of living is

said to be twice as high. At present my teacher and boy and I are

living on about $1.00 a day for all three of us. Very little has

been done here in evangelistic work. The Roman Catholics are said

to number 3000 with a French priest living as a Korean in a small

place 70 li south of here.

The Methodists have had a local preacher here for some time and

at their meeting here on the 7th which I attended there were 18

men present. Their preacher however proving to be dishonest has

just been discharged. They also have a teacher at An Tjyou & have
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begun work in Eui Tjyou.

Our own work consists of 3 baptized men, 3 reported believers,

and several interested friends of these. They are without direction

or leadership and have no regular meetings. It is in this province

that a great part of our colporteurage work has been done and

where Mr. Ross of Moukden and his followers have labored. Here

I have been visited by men from six or seven cities. The people are

larger, hardier, more independent and have more spirit than those

in the south.

I have been here 10 days, living quietly in a Korean inn—going

on the street every day exciting considerable interest. The people

greatly dislike the Japanese and their manner towards me changes

as soon as they know I am an American and not a Japanese. A great

many have visited me in my room, many of whom have read

considerable of the Bible and some tracts while here; with many I

have talked of Christ and with others my teacher has talked, though

he is not as yet a baptized believer but quite well acquainted with

the Scripture truths.

I intend to stay here several days longer, making sure that it is

practicable for a foreigner to live here several weeks at a time, and

quietly do evangelistic work.

From here I go by boat to Chyang Yen in Western Whang Hai Do

where we have a number of believers. After staying there a week

will return to Seoul stopping a day or two at Hai Tjyou the capital

of the province and another day at Syong To, reaching Seoul after

almost a 6 weeks trip.

I am satisfied that coming here to permanently reside and open a

new station is at present out of the question, though how soon it

will be possible is uncertain, and I am also satisfied that we ought

to occupy this point just as soon as it is possible, whether we establ-

ish a station at Fusan or not. To prepare for entering here my idea

would be to have a man reside in Seoul, but 3 times a year in

company with a native evangelist take just such a trip as I am now

taking, stopping here 3 or 4 weeks, giving instruction to believers,

meeting inquirers, developing interest and removing prejudice.

After a trip or two, if practicable a Korean house could be bought

for about $ 300—in a place suitable for permanent mission station

—part of it cleaned and fitted for occupancy by the missionary

while here and put in charge of a native Christian with whom the

missionary would board while here. This could also serve as a

meeting place during the whole year. On the same trips preliminary

work could be done in Syong To and Hai Tjyou and the work at

Chyang Yen receive attention. Taking 6 or 8 weeks out of every 4

months, the balance of the time spent in Seoul could be given to

evangelistic & educational work. Fusan can be entered at once but if

entering Fusan means delay in beginning work here or diminishing

the force in Seoul, I should urge that instead of entering Fusan

now, another man work the Southern provinces in the same way

until we have force enough to start the new station.

This raises the question of our force in Seoul. In your letter you

say “we ought not to put all our eggs in one basket”—but— it depends

on how many eggs you have. We certainly need not less than 5 men

in Seoul for work exclusively in Seoul & immediate neighborhood.

Seoul will always be the center of work & the most important point.

The Methodist brethren realize this and are to open 4 preaching

places there this fall and have their educational work & press work
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under headway, with 5 men and all the money they want. Of course

the Presbyterians will have to do the bulk of the translation work

& Mr. Underwood’s time will be given to that and to training a

theological class. Mr. Gifford is Treasurer and will teach in orphan-

age and do evangelistic work. Of course we need a physician. Now

if we are to do anything like the evangelistic work possible, or if

we are to give the orphanage the supervision needed to get from it

the good results which we ought to & can get or if we are to open

the school which is now lying idle we must have at least two other

ministers. These 5 with two men for work in provinces preparatory

to leading to new stations make 7 and by the time the new stations

are opened we will need at least two more so as to leave 5 men

permanently in Seoul. We have but 3 men and 1 under appointment.

Of these Mr. Underwood alone has the language. Mr. Gifford has

not been here two years and one cannot be expected to do any

independent work in the language in less than 2 years, especially

if he has as many business affairs & various complications to take

up time—as we have had during the last six months.

The Board has appointed 8 men and 5 single ladies to Korea and

expended considerable money, yet it is not the fault of the field that

three of the ladies married, one withdrew, and that Mr. Gardner

withdrew, Dr. Power was removed, and Dr. Allen retired, while

Dr. Heron was removed by death; so that now we have but 3 men,

1 single lady and Mrs. Heron. I am more than rejoiced to know of

Mr. Baird’s appointment and only hope you may send us two more

such men at once. I suppose we shall have physicians appointed to

take Dr. Heron’s and Dr. Allen’s places.

Looking ahead two years when the men that are sent now will
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have a working knowledge of the language it seems to me imperative

that 2 men should be sent at once. In two years we shall almost

without doubt have established or be ready to establish stations at

Hpyeng Yang and Fusan, requiring 4 men—2 men of a little experi-

ence and probably 2 new men. Mr. Underwood will be going to

America for a year and as your letter indicates that Mr. Baird

and I will be sent to new station, it will leave Mr. Gifford with

very little assistance unless men are sent at once. I am perfectly

willing and ready to go to new station with Mr. Baird, especially

as it will be the fulfillment of what for years we have hoped we

might be able to do, yet the work in Seoul ought not to be

insufficiently manned.

Perhaps I will see things differently after years of experience but

can only write as I see them now. Will write you again upon my

return to Seoul & give whatever further information I may obtain.

Hoping that the information obtained may be what you desired and

be helpful in deciding as to our work—with kindest regards, I am.

Sincerely yours

Samuel A. Moffett

8. Oct. 20, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I wrote you Sept. 15 from Hpyeng Yang stating that that point is

not yet open for permanent residence and suggested that on account

of its importance as a strategic point it should be visited several times

a year until the right of permanent residence can be secured.

I ascertained that a house of about 20 kan (a kan is a small room
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8 ft. square) in good location can be purchased for about 200, 000

small cash equal to $300 or $400 according to varying rate of

cash.

1 left Hpyeng Yang by boat in order that I might see the port

Chyel To which the Japanese have made repeated attempts to have

opened. Discovered that the city of Hpyeng Yang is farther from

the sea than the Koreans had represented, for it is 100 li (30 miles)

to Chyel Do, which is situated at the point where the Ta Tong

River enters the bay. Chyel Do is a small official village of some 25

houses where taxes are collected, built on side of a hill at the water s

edge. I judge that it is a very healthful location.

From here, on account of a frail and leaky boat and heavy winds,

we went up one arm of the bay and landed, going to Anak where

we stayed over Sunday and thence overland to Chyang Yen in two

days.

We reached Anak on ' market day and the market space was

crowded with thousands of people from the whole country round

about. Every five days they have this Fair Day and it will present

splended opportunities for street preaching. From Anak we passed

through a rather sparsely settled mountainous country and through

the gold regions to a group of small villages in the Chang Yen

magistracy. Here we have what appeared to me the most promising

and successful work which has been done in Korea. In this country

neighborhood-where I stayed 8 days-we have some 15 baptized Chris-

tians who meet regularly for study of the Word. From there has

come our native Evangelist and a colporteur and our most intelligent

Christians. It is the only neighborhood in which I heard of no Roman

Catholics. Under foreign supervision this might become a small but

j
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influential center of Protestantism, for there we reach the middle

class of Koreans—those most free from the moral and political

corruption of the country, the class which will certainly become the

“back-bone” of new Korea.

From there a six days journey brought me back to Seoul, though

on the way I spent half a day in Hai Tjyou, the capital of Whang

Hai Do, and the prettiest & cleanest city of the country, and spent

Sunday in Syong To.

I reached Seoul after a journey of some 500 miles—having learned

something of the language, considerably more of the people, the

country and the customs, and with a more intelligent conception of

the task which is before us in seeking to evangelize this nation. I

also proved to my own satisfaction that I can keep well and strong

for some time living almost exclusively on Korean food and in the

Korean manner. I came back and at once had to enter upon the

consideration of the many little perplexing problems of mission affairs

concerning the more important of which 1 wish now to write you.

We have fully discussed the question of new stations, have inquired

of Mi. Gale concerning Fusan and interviewed our Korean workers

from Seoul and the norhern provinces and as a result have unani-

mously agreed that we ought at once to enter Fusan and Eui Tjyou.

The Koreans agree that outside of Seoul, Hpyeng Vang is by far

the most important point and Fusan next, but say that we cannot

enter Hpyeng Yang now and can enter Eui Tjyou (in the province

where most seed has been sown) ;
we ought to go there next and then

enter Fusan. They say, and we think rightly, that Hpyeng Yang can

be worked from Eui Tchyou until such time as we can enter there.

Mr, Gale apd Dr, Hardie expect to go to Eui Tjyou in the spring
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influential center of Protestantism, for there we reach the middle

class of Koreans—those most free from the moral and political

corruption of the country, the class which will certainly become the
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on the way I spent half a day in Hai Tjyou, the capital of Whang

Hai Do, and the prettiest & cleanest city of the country, and spent
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mously agreed that we ought at once to enter Fusan and Eul Tjyou.
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Mr, Gale and Dr. Hardie expect to go to Eui Tjyou in the spring
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and want us to send a man with them. They will not organize work

but their instructions are to work with whatever church is on the

field. If we send a man with them we can reap the results of their

work and organize it. They expected to buy Korean houses and adapt

to their use with but little alteration and I believe by following the

same policy we can occupy that field at little expense and at the

same time reach Koreans more effectively than by building foreign

houses.

The expense of living in Eui Tjyou will be considerably more than

in Seoul because of the distance over which all goods would have to

be transported.

As to Fusan—now that Hpyeng Yang is closed, we are a unit in

the opinion that Fusan should be opened at once, and have asked

for a physician and one minister to be sent there. The Foard evi-

dently intended sending two ministers and a physician but unless in

addition to that you will send us one man for the North we believe

only one minister should be sent to Fusan.

I should like to put in word just here with reference to myself.

If you intended to send a physician and Mr. Baird to Fusan I wish

very much I might go there also— if you will give us another man

to take my place here and a man to go North. If that is not best 1

should like to go to Eui Tchyou with Mr. Gale and Dr. Hardie if

you will send another man here. The members of the mission have

expressed their opinion that the force here should remain unchanged,

but I could do better work outside of Seoul. It is difficult to learn

the language where so much English is spoken and the social de-

mands are too numerous. In addition— without desiring to criticize what

has been done, I should like to begin work on a somewhat different
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basis. I believe we have begun wrong end foremost and planted

schools and institutions without the preliminary years of evangelistic

work which they had in China & Japan. We arc not ready for

schools. There is no demand for English education and we have not

the force with which to man Korean schools.

I am now trying to solve the orphanage problem which has come

under my care. We can get all the boys we want if we will clothe

and feed them but the question with me is—What is now the object

of the orphanage and is it accomplishing that object? It has done

good and accomplished the object for which it was established, viz. :

to help open the country for our work.

We are seeking to bring the expenses within the reduced i pp opri-

ation. Mr. Gale is superintending it for three months and then I

will take complete charge until its future is decided upon. Of this I

will write you again.

If, after arrival of re-enforcements it seems best that I should

remain in Seoul and the new arrivals go to new stations, so it must

be, tho’ I should prefer to go to the country.

We are settling down to work though the absence of Dr. Heron is

keenly felt. Mrs. Heron has begun work among the wives of the

officials who were friends of Dr. Heron and has met a very cordial

reception. She has also begun a sewing class having a native read

to the group of women while they sew.

The Methodists have been re-enforced by the arrival of a lady phy-

sician and a lady teacher and I understand there is prospect of a

satisfactory settlement of the difficulties between them and Dr. McGill,

though the Scotch Presbyterian blood in his veins makes it difficult

fpr him to work under their system*
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Most earnestly praying that we may be speedily re-enforced and

that the blessing of the Spirit may rest upon your work and ours.

Sincerely Yours

Samuel A. Moffett

P. S. Mr. Gale says a large tract of land can be purchased in

Fusan for $ 100. This is situated on a hill in a healthful location

and large enough— for two or three houses. A foreigner now living

there is building a house with Japanese carpenters— for $ 1200. The

house is perhaps a little larger and more elaborately decorated than

we would wish to build. If you will give us two men and $ 2500 we

believe we can occupy that field.

9. Nov. 17, 1890. Seoul. To Dr. Ellinwood.

If I do not stand a first class examination in the language at the

end of the first year, I think I will have a right to put in a plea

for leniency. Mr. and Mrs. Underwood have been compelled to go to

Chefoo on account of Mrs. U’s health and Mr. Gifford has been laid

up for two weeks with “La Grippe”. Consequently I have been forced

to look after hundreds of little & big things which, much as I

regretted it, have interfered with my language study.

I feel quite uneasy about Mr. and Mrs. Underwood. Dr. Scranton

says they ought by all means to go to America next spring—that

neither of them is at all well. Mr. Underwood is of that disposition

which is loth to admit that he is not strong and well but he has

had several spells of nausea and fainting and admits that he cannot

do as much hard work as he could a year or two ago.

If he goes to America in the spring I am afraid my prospects for

leaving Seoul are not very bright, but I hope Baird will not be kept
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here longer than six months. Mr. Gale is practically one of us and

is looking after Mr. U’s evangelistic work in his absence and is

living at and superintending the orphanage which has been placed

under my care. Together we are working to get the orphanage upon

a somewhat different basis and to bring the expenses within the

appropriation. The latter however will be impossible as four months

of this year it was run on the old plan before we knew the appro-

priation had been cut down. At the special meeting of the Mission

held just before Mr. Underwood left for China I asked that the

Board be requested to give us permission to use for orphanage a part

of the $ 500 appropriated for support of boys in school. The school

has not been and cannot be opened, but I think the orphanage will

gradually change its character so that it will more properly be termed

a Boys’ School and the appropriation will thus be used as was intend-

ed. We have “weeded out” the boys, sending back to their friends

a number who gave no promise of becoming good students or useful

men; have placed a Christian teacher over the boys and made the

Chinese Bible a text-book.

Mr. Gale expects to go to Eui Tjyou in December but his knowl-

edge of the language will have enabled us to get the orphanage in

such condition that we will have a more definite idea of its financial

affairs.

If Mr. Gale settles in the north we will have a splendid chance to

start a work through him if we can send one man with him. He

knows the language well, and knows Koreans. He is a thorough

Presbyterian, but will work with whatever church is on the field.

I have written this hastily and perhaps not very accurately but with

the desire to keep you informed of the condition of this kaleidoscopic
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Sincerely yours

S. A. Moffett

field.

P. S. I have a younger brother now attending Union Seminary. If

you are ever at the seminary I wish that he could meet you. (Tho-

mas C. Moffett, at Union Seminary, New York)

10. Nov. 4, 1890. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Your letter of Sept. 9 received. I am very glad to feel assured

that the Board understands the situation here and to know that you

have taken the action you did in reference to Dr. Allen. He has and

I think will show himself friendly to our work and I hope in his

position may help in getting a new treaty which will give us liberty

to teach Christianity.

I have word from Mr. Baird that he will sail Dec. 18th. I hope

the way may be open for him to go to new station as soon as he has

had a few months experience in Seoul, long enough to know on what

basis he wants to begin work.

At Oct. Mission meeting a committee was appointed to write you

full particulars of the present condition and prospects of affairs

relating to the hospital. As soon as inquiries can be made I presume

you will hear.

I enclose “Suggestions for Outfit and Journey” for Korea Mission—

which I hope will reach you in time to be of use to the second physi-

cian you send us—if not for the first. The list is approved by the

entire mission.

Very Sincerely

S.A. Moffett
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11. February 11, 1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

Your letter of Nov. 24 was gladly received and your recent letters

to the Mission have made us all rejoice in the prospect of re-enforce-

ments. As you will see from our request for new missionaries we

believe the time has come to be ready for a steady progress in

bringing the gospel into contact with this people and we are especially

desirous of pushing evangelistic work among men and women. In

addition to the reports sent you at this time I have but a few words

to add bearing upon the way in which my time has been occupied

this last year. I came fully determined that nothing should interfere

with my study of the language, but found such a peculiarly disturbed

condition of things here that my duty seemed to be to first of all

seek to bring about harmony of action in the mission, to bring order

out of chaos, and consequently while inwardly protesting I have felt

compelled to give considerable time to solving mission problems,

straightening financial matters, re-adjusting the orphanage, and to

the adoption of rules for the mission so as to avoid the friction which

has resulted from having no settled policy.

The existing situation has demanded some “red tape” but I believe

it will help us to harmonious action and at the same time leave us

more free to devote ourselves to the language and the people instead

of to a succession of discussions on every question which may or can

be raised.

The orphanage was practically without supervision and subject to

many abuses and I felt forced to give it attention. It is not yet in

a satisfactory condition for it is far more difficult to re-adjust a

school than it is to begin at the beginning, especially when one has
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so little knowledge of the language and customs. The Mission has

approved the suggestion that it be converted into a Boys School

furnishing only partial support—and I believe it ought at once to be

turned over to the charge of one especially adapted to school work

and who will have permanent charge of the educational work.

You seem to be under the impression that we have had both a

Boys’ School and an orphanage but the latter alone has been establish-

ed. The building which was erected for a school has never been so

used. It is now planned to convert it into a dwelling for the new

Doctor who can use the outbuildings for a dispensary or hospital fot

which they are admirably adapted. We hope also that the new Doctor

may take up the government hospital under more favorable conditions.

Mr. and Mrs. Baird have arrived and are settled in my house

where they will probably remain for a year, as in the judgment of

the Mission they should have one year of work on the Seoul dialect

before going to Fusan. During the year land will be purchased and

arrangements made for building.

My first year having been so divided between language study and

the details & problems of Mission work I begin the second year more

free for language study. With this in view Mr. Gale and I have

arranged for a 3 or 4 months itinerary when we expect to do con-

siderable language study and evangelistic work. We will visit Syong

To and Ping An which I visited last fall and then go further north

to Eui Ju crossing into China to see how thickly the border land is

peopled with Koreans and to see the result of Mr. Ross’s work there;

thence we will retirn by way of Gensan.

Have just heard that Ping An (the unpronounceable name of my

fall letter— I’ll follow the English spelling hereafter) is to be opened
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to foreigners in which case I doubt not the Mission will ask for two

men to go there just as soon as the Board is able to sent them. Mr.

•Gale and I will thus visit each point, except Fusan, which we hope

to see entered and upon our return will have more of the language

and be better prepared to plan for opening new stations. It is difficult

to plan very far ahead because of the numerous and sudden changes

on the field. When I wrote you last Dr. Hardie and Mr. Gale

expected to settle in Eui Ju but since then their plans have been

completely frustrated. I understand that Dr. Hardie will leave Korea

and enter the Canadian Methodist Mission in Japan and Mr. Gale

received word from his Committee that he would have to come home

next fall. This has led the latter to apply to you for appointment

as he has become thoroughly interested in the work among Koreans

and does not wish to leave it. His application has been unanimously

endorsed by the Mission and we are rejoicing in the prospect of

having him work as one of us. He is an out-and-out missionary, a

splendid student, a spiritually minded man and a most agreeable

•companion in work. He has good command of the Korean language

and a hold upon the hearts of Koreans and seems to me is just the

man we want to open a new station. If appointed he will have been

•on the field nearly three years. His teacher is one of the best instruct-

ed Christians and will make a valuable helper. He & his teacher could

be sent to Ping An, Eui Ju, and Gensan and begin work there at very

little expense and we would thus see without delay what we have longed

for—namely—work begun on a permanent basis outside of Seoul.

The Lord has dealt the Korea Mission some pretty severe blows but

now he is certainly revealing a brighter side of things. I believe

there are rich blessings in store for our work in Korea and we pray
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that the Board will be enabled to give us many new men.

I have but one thing more to mention and that is with reference

to letter writing. I have not been able to write anything for the

papers, it being rather difficult for me to do so under any circum-

stances, but have written to several Missionary Societies, Mission Boards

and Christian Endeavor Societies. With the numerous letters you have

to write you appreciate the difficulty of doing all that one wishes

in this respect. With kindest regards to all.

Sincerely yours

Samuel A. Moffett

12. February 23,1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

With this mail goes the application of Mr. Gale which the Mission

instructed Mr. Underwood & me as a Committee to forward with

the endorsement of the Mission.

Your letter of Jan. 5 to the Mission received today. It places our

school in rather a peculiar position. The appropriation is exhausted

and unless we draw on the $500 allowed for boys’ school it must

close at once. I so reported at last meeting of Mission and in the

emergency they approved an order on the treasurer although the

appropriation is exhausted. The orphanage is now a boys school and

in fair way to become a helpful factor in our work. The boys now

there are receiving thorough Biblical instruction and a solid foundation,

in Chinese.

I believe I have given particulars in other letters and trust you

will have just such information as you desired.

I do not see how Mr. and Mrs. Underwood can help going home

this fall and hope if they do we shall have Mr. Gale to take up
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part of his work.

Very Sincerely

S. A. Moffett

P. S. Since writing the above your letter of Jan’y 7 to me has been

received. It was delayed a little on account of postage due. I think

your questions will in great part be answered by the report made at

annual meeting. I cannot give you very satisfactory accounts of the

financial affairs of the orphanage as they have not been in my hands

except for a few months.

Heretofore students were received and provided with a home for

the whole year, food, clothing, instruction, etc. The native superin-

tendent drew money as needed and so far as I could learn rendered

no account of it. This was changed in Sept, and new men employed

who render account to me & receive all funds from me, but as yet

I can give no accurate reports as to expense as only part of year

has been covered and that the most expensive time of year. Boys

are now received only on condition that they go home during summer

and furnish partial support. The building is a native one adjoining

Mr. Gifford’s house and in front of Mr. Underwood’s & my com-

pounds. It is large—all one story—and has three parts, one the super-

intendent’s quarters, one containing kitchen, dining room and boys

sleeping rooms, and one the Chinese school, the latter a separate

building. It is admirably adapted for use as a native school of any

kind, high or low, and is valuable property to the mission.

I am not a draughtsman but will ask Mr. Gale to prepare a pen

and ink sketch of the city such as you desire if he can find time for

it before leaving for the trip to the country.

I am more than busy today and this is written very hastily but I
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that the Board will be enabled to give us many new men.

I have but one thing more to mention and that is with reference

to letter writing. I have not been able to write anything for the
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stances, but have written to several Missionary Societies, Mission Boards
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Sincerely yours

Samuel A. Moffett
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trust will help to throw light upon the question. We ought to have

$300 of the $500 for running the school the three months of Feb.

Mar. and April.

Very Sincerely Yours

S. A. Moffett

13. February 24, 1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

At my request Mr. Gale very hastily prepared the rough sketch of

Seoul which will give you some idea of the location of Mission pro-

perty. He promises a more accurate one upon his return from the

country.

I am not able to give you an estimate of the value of the different

properties because of insufficient knowledge but trust upon conference

we shall be able to send you a correct estimate ere long. The

property has not cost the Mission nearly as much as its present

value—the Boys’ School for instance worth some $ 2, 000 having cost

only $450.

1 can only give you an idea of value of some of the property as

I have learned their cost.

Mr. Gifford’s House & Lot (Gold value) $ 3000

Boys School
2000

“Lower School”
4qqq

Property adjoining English Legation §00

Mr. Moffett’s House & Lot (occupied by Mr. Baird) 1000

This is just a rough estimate.

Mr. Baird & Mr. Underwood have just started for Fusan. Hope
to write you from Eui Ju.

Sincerely

S. A. Moffett
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14. March 25, 1891. Eui Ju, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood

Before mentioning the important business which causes me to write
this letter now, I will give you a brief report of our trip to this

place.

Mr. Gale and I with Mr. Saw, our native evangelist, left Seoul

Feb’y 25 for a tramp to North Korea. We took 2 horses to carry

our blankets, books, etc.
, but concluded to make the journey on

foot as we wanted to be free to stop anywhere without having the

expense of paying for so many horses. We have come 1060 li (350

miles) and have preached the gospel in city, town & village all

along the way. Our evangelist is a thorough Christian & a man who
commands respect & attention everywhere. He preaches & teaches

the plain truths of the gospel from an experience of 15 years, being

one of those who came to us through Mr. Ross of Moukden.

We stayed in Ping Yang five days having service there on Sunday.

The Mission had given me authority to purchase a house there under

the $400 appropriation of the Board, but as we have not yet a

reliable man to put in charge the purchase was not made. I was

again impressed with the desirability of having a Christian worker

there and have some hopes that one of the two professing Christians

there will develop into a trustworthy man. We found several inquir-

ers there, but the people are as yet very suspicious of foreigners

and afraid of Christian books. We reached this city of Eui Ju on the

border of China on March 20, having enjoyed the walk, kept in

good health and as I believe had a very successful trip so far as

evangelistic work is concerned.

It is in reference to this place that I wish to write. Mr. Under-
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wood has always laid great emphasis upon the importance of opening

a station here and I now understand why. We have been most
delightfully surprised at the condition of things here. We find a
body of from 20 to 30 Christians, many of them at work and freely

talking of the gospel. On Sunday there were 30 present at service

and we have been having visitors morning, afternoon & night with
whom we are having Bible readings while our evangelist and the

evangelist located here have been in another room talking all day &
late into the night concerning the gospel. The people here are not

afraid of the gospel as they are so near China that they have heard

of it for 20 years. Here is the center of the work done by Mr. Ross

& he now has a colporteur here who has been distributing books

along the border. Our evangelist located here, Mr. Paik, was one

of Ross’ first converts, has been a Christian for about 17 years and
was the first man to speak to our Seoul evangelist who came from
here & who has been a Christian 15 years. Here also lives the man
uho assisted Mr. Ross in his Korean translation of the New Testa-

ment. A number of the lower officials here are professing Christians

and also a number of merchants so that all classes are favorably
disposed. One of the Christians who attended the Theol. Class in

Seoul lives 40 miles from here and reports a class of 10 men whom
he has been teaching and who desire baptism.

The Methodists also have a colporteur here and have a native house
for the center of their work & in this the missionaries stay while
here. When I saw Ping Yang last year I thought we ought to be
gin work here at once and I still think so but I have not the slightest

hesitation in saying that this is a far more urgent case and that I

should be willing to see Ping Yang wait several years rather than

delay entering here.
*

“'I

“
"7 ta, and

a splendid large house, or rather two houses connected, i„ cen
ter of a field large enough to ensure sunlight * fresh air. This
Place can be bought for from S400 to$500 and I hope if the
mission approves that soon after we return to Seoul about June 1st
the Board will g.ve us permission to buy here instead of or in
addition to Ping Yang.

Then if the way be clear and the Board appoints Mr. Gale as a
member of the mission, it seems to me he is just the man to come
here, occupy this house, and then the station is opened. Mr. Gale
speaks the language freely, has lived in Korean houses & on Korean
food most of the

2-J- years he has been here and has won the hearts
of the Koreans.

From here we expect to go to Moukden to see Mr. Ross concerning
his work along the border of Korea, after which we hope to visit

those towns in which it is reported there are a number of Christians
& inquirers. This borderland has as yet not been visited by a foreign-
er and no one certainly knows just how densely it is populated by
Koreans.

I write of Eui ju now hoping that you will give permission to buy
a house here-if the mission approves-and that we may hear from
you soon after our return to Seoul.

The seed which has been sown here has been sown principally by
Presbyterians and we ought to reap this harvest which is now ready.

Whoever first sends a foreigner here will of course naturally give

instruction to these Christians.

This has been written hurriedly and in the midst of the confusion
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Of the talk of a lot of Koreans but I think my point is plain.

Yours Sincerely,

Samuel. A. Moffett

15. May 21, 1891. Seoul, Korea. To Dr. Ellinwood.

I am again in Seoul after a most enjoyable and profitable three
months trip to the North and desire to give you a brief account of
the journey. I wrote you from Eui Ju urging its importance and
requesting the permission to buy a house there. The Mission has.
approved the request and I sincerely trust we may be able to get a
foothold there, for to my mind our work there is just now more
imperatively demanding direction than the work in Seoul. We have
more baptised members there than in Seoul. There are more appli-
cants for baptism and more sincere inquirers and among them all
there is but one man who receives any financial aid from the
Mission. We took this man-the evangelist-with us on our trip and
just now I am giving him a series of Bible Readings for the instruc-
tion of the applicants there when he returns.

With the purpose of investigating the work done by Mr. Ross and
his converts in the North of Korea & in the Korean valleys across
the boundary in China we visited Moukden and from there went
directly East to Korea, journeying through one of the Korean valleys
and the North of Korea. Our visit in Moukden was one of the most
profitable parts of the trip and our talks with Mr. Ross give us an
insight into his Korean work. With the information there obtained
We started for the Korean valleys and I think have satisfactorily
settled the fact that the work can be better done from China than
from Korea as those valleys are almost unapproachable from our side

We spent two weeks among the mountains of China & North Korea
finding the region sparsely settled, poor, and so nearly destitute o’f
food that we have given it the name of Starvation Camp as we lived
on boiled oats & millet most of that time. Finding it impossible as
well as undesirable to go clear across the North we came down
through the middle of Korea to the East reaching Ham Heung tb»
capital of the province, and on the way from there stopping at
Gensan, the Eastern treaty port. In this region we found what we
consider the most beautiful & most wealthy and apparently the most
prosperous region of Korea and we feel the importance of opening
work there as soon as the work already begun has proper oversight,
and the places more imperatively demanding men are supplied.

From an evangelistic point of view I think the journey a most
successful one. We were able to preach in cities, towns and villages
to hundreds of people who had never heard the gospel. We found
them ready to listen and time and again we found men eager to know
more and with the Chinese Bible and our evangelists the pure gospel

was taught to a great many. The seed was sown. I doubt not there

will be iruit. We had not an unpleasant experience on the whole trip

the people and officials being very courteous although their curiosity

was so great that we could hardly get a half hour alone.

The North is open for successful work, the people in no way being

opposed to the teaching of Christianity and in that region the Roman

Catholics have as yet little hold. As yet I know little of the South

but have the impression that the prejudice against foreigners is much

greater and the work quite difficult, although I have a number of

vistors from the South who are ready to listen.

The trip was a success in language study and I also came back in
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splendid health which I hope I shall not destroy by over work, al-
though there are so many opportunities to work that the temptation is
trreat. Am deeply sorry to find that Mr. and Mrs. Underwood left
>n such poor health. His absence necessarily stops some departments
Of our work but leaves our hands more than full. I know the diffi-
culty you labor under in getting suitable men for the field but I pray
the Lord of the harvest to send more laborers into this ripe corner
of His vineyard. Mr. Gifford is not strong nor well and has nearly
broken down. Miss Doty has too much work for one person as
11 C°nfUleS h6r S° Cl0S6ly that she * becoming mentally distressed
which is more wearing than sickness. My country trip relieved
™e fr0m the m°n0t0^ and strain of attention to innumerable details
of mission affairs so that I do not share in any of the depression
here. The Mission are all agreed as to the importance of having
another lady to share Miss Doty’s work, giving each of them
leisure for work among women outside, thus varying their work.
he work for women is very promising with Mrs. Gifford & Mrs.

Heron coming more and more into closer contact with them in their
homes

Now just a word with reference to my letters to you. I should
greatly prefer to feel free to write you pretty fully as to the way

aPP6ar E° ^ and °f - « ^ing, knowing that you
will not publish them. I was a little surprised to find an extract ofmy etter in The Church at Home and Abroad, not that there was
anything in it which I objected to having published but it was a
hurried letter of notes not written in a style for publication.

I Will send by next mail a short description of our trip for The
Church at Home and Abroad if the publication of it meets your

47Approval, w, are „„ th,n^ u
wMa » aad look «»«

Sincerely yours,

P S pw i «.

Samuel A. Moffett

«* - - -

—

twas quite full.
“ ^ the one 1 sent

16. July 2 , 1891. (Reed. Jul 28) Sen„l v^ b60u1
’ Korea - To Dr. Ellinwood

J"
o, Map S,„ „ „<«d pteure
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" ” «»

‘ sood wo* two teach,, !iv,- *, „
owledge of language and customs 1 am more and more able tounderstand its workings and plan intelligently for it Have be

air:
quitrousiy for

we are an disappointed in not getting the Board letters directed

Bunker.
^ *» « Chicago by Mr,

We fee1 quite sure that in them was information concerning Mr.
le and we are placed in a most unsatisfactory position. Mr. Gale’s

ommittee write to him urging him to maintain his connection with

.,

em
' ^ JustIce t0 t^m he cannot continue drawing funds from

he is not to continue as their missionary. He feels that he
-ust let them know definitely what his movements will be and as

,

ndant time has been allowed to hear from our Board he cannot^ his Committee waiting. As your answer was probably in the
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letter to Mr. Underwood the Mission at the meeting June 30th author-

ized me to cable you if the next mail brings no word about Gale.

This will explain the reasons for the cablegram if it is sent.

In regard to Dr. Allen you have certainly been alarmed by false

rumors concerning his relations to us. My personal relations with

him are as cordial and pleasant as any one could ask and he is ever

ready to do all he can to help us in our work and is indeed a great

help to us in his present position. His relations with Mrs. Heron

while naturally not those of an intimate friend are perfectly pleasant

and free from all “gossip” on this side of the ocean.

Dr. Allen certainly has no grievance against the mission and our

new missionaries can see no “ripple of the old quarrels”. I think I

have never written an unkind thing of Dr. Allen personally-but I

did oppose his occupying the two positions of Missionary and Diplo-

matic Politician. He is now in the line of work in which it seams to

me he can be most useful and I write this only in order to remove

the mis-apprehension under which I believe you have written several

letters.

Our work continues to open up on all sides bringing with it more
opposition on the part of the friends of the Christians. One of those

who recently professed faith in Christ has been beaten by his relatives

-but his adherence to the faith gives promise of good things.

Grateful to God for the advance in the contributions of the church,

we earnestly pray that this will enable you to send recruits to Korea.
The rumor that Dr. Gillespie is to visit the mission fields is

welcome news.

Very Sincerely Yours,

S. A. Moffett
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DH. SAIUEL MDFFET THE MISSIONARY
AND REV. KHIL SUN JOO

ve can not exempt the activities of Dr. Moffett from the Korean Prostestant

History as well as the History of Korean Presbyterian Church. So we also shall
Nv\l ^Wv- Of®

, Uv

never lose sight of the familiar relationship between Dr. Moffett and fee, editing

the biography of Rev. Khil Sun-Joo. At that time when Dr. Moffett arrived at

<7 iwjp

Pyung Yang, h* was famous all over the country as a divine-nan. By attaining

spiritual enlightenment and peace, his mentality (nature) oould tafce the long view/

\JsKm _

of things, and by learning the way of fe health-keeping, he became fee a man of

Herculean strength. S* -Someea* called him a super-man. As he also had very keen

intelligence, he could catch the mental process of others as correctly as he saw

it personally. But he was never satisfied with tfcs- reality. He put his heart and

aoul into searching for the truth. lie tried to solve the problems of life.

>Jc>

But the deeper he probedAthe truth that he was studying, the more his mind became

thirsty. Just at this time. Dr. Moffett the missionary arrived at Pyung -tfang and

preached the Gospel. And the public opinion as something serious was in circulation.

The missionary reached Pyung Yang on August 29, 1890, and stayed at Bonboo (the

jv\ Uj t vwMvtUr

Provincial Office) for the night and lodged
A
at the house of Kim Sun-Dal for

if Uhich was located in front of the city-gate. Here he disclosed his identity

as a missionary, who was sent to Korea to preach the Gospel by the Presbyterian

Church of the United States of America, and he purchased a big tile-roofed house

at Pan Dong (Wide Valley) and commenced activities with this house as the base of

mission.
hiMT i.,

, t. ,

An&S*} surveyed the social aspccto-gf Pyung-Yang ©f bho.,u days-wfld^ contacted
4*-V—

Os*

with the gotttlo teHca. Pyung Yang was historical city
y
and \t*e the centre of all

w4gX

culture^ o4 the northern part of Korea at that time. He aiee -perceived that the

character of these people was brave, intrepid, simple and democratic. In 1892, he
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ter

made a* tour of Kwan Su district, Tong Hwa districts Manchuria and .Kwan Buk district.
I

n A M A -

01\rX\ yV*

After-thio, tea decided to place the Presbyterian base at Pyung Yang. ^fiose days Seoul
du,j. U* tfdtwKf ^ tuw

was in disorder
A
by-^tko irresponsible politicians. Tho various thoughts and Occidental

^ CAj^\ToJ[

civilization ^being introduced, it-wn^nlGQ drcwc into the vortex of the civilization.

also in the southern part of Korea, there waase-the deep gulf between rich and poor,

and between the common and the noble. The old established classes were losing their
wUr ik

pouer^s* ^o tek thought that^Kwan Su district would be rather suitable for the spread

lanag . We can not but say that was great decision,

b

y 'Mb pointed oboerimtion

and wisdom.

a*4=y*> fehurch— wogo^acsoadsd rapidly. In 1900, not more than ten years after the

start, the council was organized as the missionary facilities. In 1901, the educa-

tional committee was organized for Theological Seminary, and the provisional curricu-

lum for the training of the evangelists was made and adopted. In 1902, they decided

that Seminary would have five years 1 course, and the course would be provisionally

adopted for one year. Under these circumstances, Pyung Yang Theological Seminary

of Chosun Presbyterian Church was started in 1903. The candidates were two volunteers,

Bang Ki Chang and Kim Jong Sub; and five nominees by the council, Yang Jun Baik,

Khil S uri j0o, Han Suk Jin, Lee Ki Poong and Song Lin Su. And they could be qualified

as ministers when they completed the whole course of study, three years’ preliminary

course and two years’ regular course.

The national prestige of the day was on the decline, and the people was lost the

^dll live out of disappear ,and the government was little more than a mere name. In

of religious thinking, as iris. Not only so, but

of Christianity. Also he found that the leading class with which he was ^contactaag

***« wiirsTiy xor one LruTin. unaer ms eyes, horea was the waste land. In 1893 he

In the same year, he made a long^plan/snd the work of mission was regularized
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a word, it was a serious tragic situation. The curtain of death seemed to be covered

all over the country, not only Pyung Yang, as if when the wild plunderers trampled

fiercely down all the country. Dr. Moffett who tod keenly felt the necessity th*t they

should be encouraged with the new vitality and vision, conferred repeatedly with Rev.

Khil Sun Joo about the church affairs and works of mission, who tod pat his heart

into the gospel preaching and the education for the people. And they reached an

agreement that they would work for the evangelism kept pace with the education and

for the establishment of the Presbyterian Church based on the Democratic principles.

This was done for only one purpose that the truth of Christianity would be rooted

deep in the national mind.

From the beginning of mission, Dr. Moffett fulfilled his doty as the missionary.

Moreover, as the head of the session he was faithful with all his heart for the

established formation of the church. Also he earnestly taught the principles of

Democracy for the self-supporting activities to the town people. As the Korean

people of the day and the social leaders are accustomed to the feudalism, so the

Democracy was very attracted to them, especially the leaders. And then the Christia-

nity that included the attracted thought was spread out into the societies of the

northern part of Korea which had been composed with common people, as if the fire

on the dry lawn of the early Spring.

As for Rev. Khil Sun Joo, the home education of his birth was begun from four

years old. The method was the cramming education. It was the tradition of his linage.

But as for him, when he was appointed as Yungsoo( which means the head, the inter-

mediate post between the deacon and the elder), he brought the democratic method

into his home life. Also he used the democratic method of education for his children.

In

TiSSlte the

the Basic Chinese Letters for beginners to the Confucious Aortortsf But he changed

the memorizing method into the activity method. So he tried to develop the intellectual

® ro £ s
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powers of his children through the unrestricted education. In case of learning the

basic Chinese letters, he made children use the^letters^learnedj in the vocabularies.

For example, if the children learned a word 'Chun' (sky), he let them use it and

make sentences as such 'The sky is high.' and so on. His children was taught by this

method from four years old.

Also there is an interesting episode. When he was ordered as the minister, Chin

Kyung, his second son, .was bringing up one hundred pairs of doves. The doves were one

of the play-things fob the children in those days. S0 it was only the recreation to

play with doves not only for him but also for all of the growing boys. But to rear

two hundreds of doves fell heavily on his home. It was so much expensive in the cage-

making for the breeding and in the feedersparing. Above all these things, the doves

were hindered the children from studying. Oneday he held the home meeting, and

suggested that the doves would be cleared away. But it was rejected by a majority vote.

Now waiting for another chance, he prepared the ground in advance for compliance, pers-

uading them personally not by the father' s authority but as a member of family. Before

long, again he held the home meeting and presented the opinion to rear a pair of the

roe-deer while clearing away the doves. But Chin Kyung insisted that they would rear

only two parrs of doves and a pair of roe-deer. And he explained that the doves were

not profitable to them as some points; that the tile was easy to rot by doves' excrement,

and that the expense was too much for them, and that the doves disturbed them in their

studies by noise and so on. He finally decided it by vote, and his proposal was passed

through by a majority.
lc.C-7

In 1392, Lee Kil Hamf the missionary, reached Seoul, and on February of the next

year, he came to Pyung Yang, and was succeeded to come by other missionaries. So the

missionary works were strengthened all the mo~re, and the other works of churches were

positively developed.

As Dr. Moffett the head of session, he was gooa friends with Rev. Khil Sun

Joo, a nd at any time they exchanged the opinions on the church works and took counsel*

*> *
0
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Moreover, as it was the establishing period fo Korean church, Dr. Moffett undertook

the church organization and the theoritcal aspects of church works, and Rev. Khil

Sun Joo the management of church and other practical works. S0 they pointed to the

self-supporting church. from the. first.

By the way there is the E03t important matter that we can never fail to notice.

In the early period of Korean mission, they had to use the Chinese-lettered documents.

This became a great obstcle to popularize the Christianity. Not only so, but also

it was urgently needed to be accompanied by the evangelical documents written in

Korean letters both for the personal evangelism and at the religious meetings. Without

them, they felt keenly that they could not achieve the desired end. Also they felt

keenly the necessity of laying the foundation of Korean Christianity to be built by

Korean people. S0 they perceived that they should populirize the Korean letters and

form the new Korean culture based on the Christian spirit. So they reached an agree-

ment that they would first of all conduct a documentary campaign written in Korean.

In 1904 July, Dr. Moffett wrote a small book titled 'Tho Christian Enjoyment® and

asked Rev. Khil Su£ Joo to write a preface for his book. Rev. Khil Sun Joo was deeply

impressed on that writing and immediately wrote the preface. On 19th of the same

month, it was published. This would be the first book written in Korean by foreign

missionaries.. Also Rev. Khil Sun Joo made an effort/ for writings. He wrote the

novel -Man Sa Sung Chwi- (Fulfillment of All Things), -Kang Dae Bo Gam- (A Handbook
of the Pulpit), and the lectures on the Bible, and published them.

But it was so regrettable that he could not freely keep writing because his eye-
sight grew dim with age so early. If it were not so, we could enjoy and closely

examine his thought which had been«p!anted in the early Korean church through both

his writhings with the profound knowledge and his abstruse expositions of the Bible.

Also if done so, they could be our great inheritances by editions. Really he tried

to publish the lectures on the whole Bible and also prepared a few books of the Bible
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outline, the elementary lectures, sermons and church history. But sad to say, even

those posthumous works were almost lost because of the swirl of the Emancipation

from Japan on August 15, and the Korean War on June 25.
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