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The Romana Wheat ly Building

This classroom building is mamed in honor

of mrs Logan Wheatly who has been a friend

and helper of the students of moon wha for many

years. Through her sacrifial efforts scares of

Koreans have been able to receive a high school

education.
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SAMUEL AUSTIN MOFFETT

Sairuol A. Moffett, pioneer missionary to northern
Korea, was born In Madison, Indiana, on January 25, 1864. He
graduated from Hanover College In 1884, earned his M.A. In 1885,
and entered McCormick Theological Seminary In Chlcaero, Illinois.
After graduation In 1888 he took a pastorate In Appleton, Missouri,
to test his fitness for the ministry before volunteering for
foreign missionary service.

In April, 1889, he was appointed a missionary to Korea
by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions and landed In that
country, at the age of 26, on his birthday, Jan. 25, 1890, only
five years after the arrival of the first Protestant missionary.
It was still forbidden for foreigners to reside In the Interior
or propagate a foreign religion. But as early as August, 1890,
Moffett began to explore northern Korea for a possible base of
missionary operations In the interior.

He chose the ancient capital, Pyongyang, as the most
promising center and permanently settled there in May, 1893, By
the following January he had baptized his first converts and laid
the groundworl for a remarkable explosion of church growth which
soon made Korea "one of the miracles of the modern missionary
movement"

.

Combining personal evangelism with far-sighted plans
for a supporting network of Christian schools, he assisted his
college classmate. Dr, Vllllam M, Baird, In founding Soongsll
fiaiisgB (now Soongjon) College and Academy, and became technical
founder of some two hundred church-related schools. Including
Seung Eul Girls Middle and High School In 1903, on whose new
campus In Seoul the Korean Church now proposes to erect a Moffett
Memorial Hall, as a church center and auditorium for all the
thousand Protestant churches of the capital.

Dr, Moffett Is famous In Korea as founder of the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (1901), and president of
Soongsll College (1918-28), and as first Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church In Korea at Its constituting presbytery
In 1907. In 1919 he was elected Moderator of the General
Assembly,

After 46 years of pioneering service In Korea, Dr.
Moffett was forced out of the country In 193^ by Japanese
militarists who tried to force him to condone Shinto shrine
worship. He died In Monrovia, California on October 24, 1939.
The government of the Republic of Korea posthumously honored
him In 1963 with Its Order of Cultural Merit, but the Korean
Church hopes now to honor him with a more fitting memorial,
high on South Mountain In the center of the capital city, the
S, A, Moffett Memorial Hall
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Dr. Moffett

Memorial Hall

Planned

For Moffett
By Chonc Un>bunr

A hall Is to bo built oa a
small piece ot land on Nam-
aan bill la memory of the late
Dr. Samuel A. Moffett about
30 years after his death.

Dr. Moffett was one of the
few foreigners who loved Ko-
rea and opened the eyes of
Koreans to the new age. said
minister Han Kyong-jtk of
Yongnak Presbyterian Church
in Seoul.

_
Dr. Moffett come to Korea

in 1800. shortly after hU gra-
duation from a theological se-
minary in Chicago as a mis-
sionary to preach the gospel
of Jesus Christ
Besides evangelical work In

Korea, Dr. Moffett also did
Mucational work. This is why
Koreans hold him in great
esteem, said minister H»n

Moffett started his mission
-evangelism, education and
medical service—in FS-ong-
yang, north Korea in 1893.

Minister Han said Dr. Mof-
fett was of wealthy family, He
spent all his wealth on his
work in Korea and the con-
sequences are far-reaching in
ail fields, he said.

In the performance of his
work. Moffett suffered much
because Koreans then were
not hospitable to foreigners,
said minister Han.

Minister Han said Dr. Mof-
felt was even stoned in the
streets of Pyongyang just be-
cause he was a foreigner and
introduced God's teachings.
But he survived all the suf-
ferings.

Moffett founded more
than 200 educational insUtu-
Uons, besides churches, in
north Korea. Among them
three were reborn in Seoul.
They are Sungsil College, the
Suongwl Girls' Middle ami
High School and liie Presby-
terian Theological Seminary.
Sungsil College was the coun-
try's first higher educational
institution, even older than
Yonsel and Ehwa universities,
according to minister Han.

His work in Korea did not
end there. He imbued Koreans
with an independent spirit
through education and evan-
gelical work.

Because of his direct and
indirect support of Koreans
in their pursuit of independ-
ence, Dr. Moffett was per-
secuted by the Japanese au-
thc,rities until 1936, when he
w s at laac forced to leave
K jcoa after 46 years. Dr Mof-
U'jB (Bed iQ Monrovia. C b
ni-‘. three years sfter
turnq^ lo the United SUtes
lie was 75.

Minister Han said the fol-
lowing anecdote, which he
heard when he was in the
United States in 1948. well
shows how much Dr. Moffett
loved Korea.

When Moffett returned to
the United States after 46
years of service in Korea, he
once visited a post office and
asked officials for a postage
stamp in the Korean language.
Mre. Park Hyon-sook, form-
national assemblywoman,

said she was much mov^ by
the consideration of Dr. Mof-
fett when she was in prison.
She graduated from Soonewi
girls' school, founded by him.
She recalled that when she

was in prison in Pyongyang
accused of Involvement in in-
dependence movement nctivi-

® visit from Dr.
Moffett. He came lo the pri-
son to recover her body upon
hearing a rumor that she had
died in prison.

But the rumor was not true
and Moffett was refused
a personal visit to Mre. Park
in prison. But Dr. Moffett in-
sisted on confirmation that she
was alive by hearing her
voice if he could not person-
ally meet her Upon hearing
the voice of Mre. Park, Dr.
Moffett left the prison, Mrs.
Park said.

She recalled that Dr. Mof-
fett's house in Pyongyang
often served as a place where
Koreans got together secretly
for independence movement
activiUes.

Dr. Moffett had five sons.Four are ministers and one is
a mlMionary medical doctor,
who is working as a director
0. the Presbyterian HosplUl in
Taegu. Three of the four other
sons live in the United States
and one is in Seoul. He Is
Samuel H. Moffett, dean of^e Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in Seoul. The semln-
aiy was founded by his father
when it Wes in Pyongyeng.

It is very rare for the sons
of a minister to follow in his
footsteps. But it was different
in the case of Dr. Moffett's
family. .
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The Independence Movement and the Missionaries

by Samuel H. Moffett

On March 1 . 1919, the largest and most influential group of Westerners in

Korea was the Christian missionary community. There were some 631 mis-

sionaries in Korea that year, of whom 491 were Protestant.' It is with the

first reactions of this group to the Korean Independence Movement that this

brief paper will be concerned.

The Independence Movement of March 1. 1919, was a turning point

in the history of Korea under Japanese rule.* It was a public uprising and

massive protest against Japanese imperialism imposed upon the peninsula

beginning with the protectorate of 1905 and the annexation of 1910.

Korea’s smouldering resentment was fanned by the post-war peace

conferences in Paris and Woodrow Wilson’s call for “self-determination

of small nations.’’ It was sparked into flame by the death of the last real

Korean king, Kojong,on Jan. 21, 1919, and the flame exploded into open

fire in March when Korean patriots secretly organized a nationwide, non-

violent demonstration for freedom timed to lake advantage of the King’s

state funeral scheduled by the Japanese for March 3. Two days before the

funeral a Korean Declaration of Independence was signed, read in public

at what is now Pagoda Park in Seoul, and circulated with amazing speed

throughout the peninsula. There were 33 signers: 15 Christians, 15

Chondokyo and three Buddhists. Police and military response was quick

and brutal. But the demonstrations continued for months.

The role of the Western missionary in the movement has sometimes

been exaggerated in two very different directions. It has been claimed by

some that they actually instigated and directed the demonstrations. Lieut.

Gen. Kojima, at that lime Commander of the Japanese Gendarmerie in

Korea, directly accused the missionaries of starting the protests, and he

was supported in the allegation by “a prominent official of the Japanese

War Office” who declared that “missionaries arc behind the Korean

mobs.”*

On the other hand, some modern nationalist Korean critics of the

missionary movement imply that the genera! missionary attitude was pro-

Japanese and anti-Korean. They do not realize perhaps that thereby they

are unconsciously adopting a second Japanese propaganda line of 1919,
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namely, ihal ihc missionaries had no part in the movement and that there-
fore Ihc Wcsicrn Nvorld could discoiinl as pure naiionalist propaganda the
Wild Korean da,ms ol mjuslice and pcrscculion. A Japancse-eonirolled
cdilorial m //,<- Snw/ Press lor March 14. 1919 was headlined NOlORMCiNnK.S IMPI ICATED IN KOREAN UPRISINGS.*

I would prcicr lo judge We.slern missionary reaction and involvemeni
hy the original accounts and records of ihe mis.sionaries ihemselves as
preserved in leilers, manuscripis and reports, both published and un-
published. from Ihc aclual period in question. Most of my .source material
comes from the lir.sl sixty days of Ihe demonstrations, March and April
1919. The material can be divided into two main categories: (1) personal
viewpoints and actions of individual missionaries; and (2) the officially
Stated poMiion of their missions in Korea.

I. Personal Reactions

Since Ihe first category is personal, perhaps I may be forgiven for
beginning on a very superficial level: my own reaction to the Indepen-
dence Movement (the sam-il undong). I, was simple and direct. It had to

Japanese soldiers or police, with fixed bayonets, breaking into Ihe room
in our home m P'yongyang where my younger brother and I were
supposed to be taking an afternoon nap. They were looking for incrimi-
nating documents and demonstrators hiding from the law. But to my

enred like some gigantic happy game, so when the soldiers threw openthe door we greeted them with the glad cry we had been hearing so much-Manser I, was, of course, a forbidden and dangerous word, a
ortened .substitute for Choson Tongnip Mansei-xhe slogan of the

mome'i^rof
^ Pa'e. expecting retaliation. There was amoment of tension; then the soldiers broke into a laugh, and left Itwasn much, but at least I can say I was in the sam-d undongMy oldest brother was more active. He was 15, and on March 3hearing the noise of shouting he climbed high in an oak tree in our yard

>0 look across to where a crowd of thousands had gathered on iheSoongsil College athletic field. Japanese soldiers were trying to clear the
field, and seemed to be hauling down a forbidden Korean Hag which hadbeen raised on the school flagpole. He saw my father, S.A Moffett walk
UP to the nagpole and either lower the Hag himself or take il Lm 1Japanese officer who was already tearing it down (accounts differ). As

Jhe Independence Movement
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president of Ihe college. Moffett told the Japanese he was claiming the
Hag as foreign property. He told the excited crowd, "I will keep this Hag
until the day when Korea is free to fly it again.”*

My mother’s reaction was complete astonishment. She wrote in her
diary for March 1 that the missionaries in (*‘yongyang had been taken
utterly by surprise when, at a memorial service attended by some 3,(XK)

Presbyterians for the late f-mperor Kojong, the Moderator of the General
Assembly, the Rev. Kim Sun-Du, instead of closing the meeting after the

benediction, held the crowd for a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence.’ It was obvious that the missionaries—with the single

possible exception of Frank W. Schofield, who was asked the night before

by a friend to come and take pictures of the reading of Ihc Declaration in

Pagoda Park in Seoul—' not only did not instigate the movement but had

no advance warning of its imminence.' The credit for the great non-

violent demonstrations of 1919 belongs to the Korean people alone.

Foreign involvemeni was, therefore, only secondary, not primary.

But when we pursue this personal family record further to my father’s

reaction and connection with the movement, it becomes clear that the

involvement while secondary was nevertheless real.

It was not entirely by accident, for example, that he was present at

the first reading of the Declaration of Independence in P’yongyang. He
was loo close to leaders oj" the Christian community not to sense

something of unusual import going on. A colleague, Charles F.

Bernheisel, whom he had persuaded to go with him, describes the

meeting:

An immense crowd of people assembled in the grounds of

the Boys’ School (Sung Duk) near Central Church. After a

short memorial service for the late king a man came out

and read the Declaration of Independence and then led the

crowd in a mighty shout of ‘Mansei’ (or Hurrah) for

Korean Independence. This was repeated three times and

then the meeting was adjourned. Three of us missionaries

were standing close inside the main gate. When the meeting

adjourned we decided to walk down the hill to the mam
street., and see how things were going. After walking for

some distance down the main street of the city I happened

to look behind us and found that we were leading a long

procession. As soon as we had quit the school grounds the

crowd (which had armloads of small Korean flags) began to

leave also. and. unknown to us. had fallen in behind us
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and wc w«rc ihus in ihc position of leading the procession

down the main sirecl of the city. I told the brethren that we

must not continue in this position, and they agreed, so wc

scooted off into an alley and allowed the crowd to follow-

other leaders.'"

It is not perhaps so surprising, then, that some of the authorities believed

nissionarics were leading the movement. The missionaries, however, did

oi long remain mere spectators and involuntary participants. The move-

cni quickly spread, and what began as a non-violent protest was soon

et with violent repression. My father (to continue the personal note) was

mong the first to put his name on the line in public and signed a protest

gainst Japanese atrocities. He very early exposed the wide-spread police

rutality as unprovoked and not, as the Japanese claimed, a necessary

esponse to Korean violence. On March 5 he wrote to his mission board in

'ew York his own eye-witness account of shocking events in P’yongyang

or public dissemination, and unlike most such reports, he specified that

i could be attributed to him by name. The day before, March 4, he had

nsisted that the Japanese inspector of schools, a Mr. Yamada, accom-

any him on a fact-finding tour and verify his charges. He wrote from

irst-hand observation of beatings, stabbings, clubbings and kickings of

iris 12 and 13 years old arrested and marched through the streets.

The above I saw myself and testify to the truthfulness of my
statements. In all my contact with the Koreans these five

days (March 1-5), and in all my observation of the crowds

inside and outside the city, I have witnessed no act of

violence on the part of any Korean.

(Signed) Samuel A. Moffett

l ater he wrote:

On March 4th, five theological students from south Korea

arrived and entered the dormitory of the seminary which

was to open on the next day. Late in the afternoon when
the people w-ere fleeing from the soldiers who were pursuing

them with guns, beating and kicking them, the soldiers

pursued (them) into the seminary grounds. These five theol-

ogues were in their rooms sitting down and had not been

out with the crowd nor had they joined in the demonstra-

tion. Soldiers suddenly broke open the door and dragged

(them) out and took them to the police station where despite

their denials they were given short shrift, taken out. arms

and legs tied to the four arms of a large wooden cross face
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downward, and beaten on the naked buttocks with 29 blows
of some hard cane or stick till they were all bruised and
broken...

In view of this and the danger to all students of arrest

and beating without cause, it was decided to postpone the

the opening of the Seminary, and the more than 80 students

from all over Korea were dismissed to their homes. This was
the more inevitable in view of the fact that last night the

firemen were let loose on the village where many of the

Academy students live and board, and near midnight broke

into houses dragging out young men and beating them...

Today when the academy and college should have opened

after the ex-emperor’s funeral, only two students of the

academy and eight of the college dared attempt to study,

and both were closed until the end of the term this month."

On March 22 and 24 Moffett attended two important conferences in

Seoul between aroused missionaries and leading Japanese officials,

including the Minister of Justice (Kokubo) and the Minister of Education

(Sekiya). It was held at the Chosen Hotel at the invitation of Judge

Watanabe, a Presbyterian elder, and a Mr. Katayama. The judge, as

chairman, explained that the object of the meeting was “to talk over

matters connected with the present regrettable disturbances.” Actually, its

purpose was an attempt to enlist missionary support for Japanese ad-

ministrative authorities in Korea against the independence demonstra-

tions. A private report, marked “Not to be Published” is in my posses-

sion and is extremely revealing both of government and missionary

attitudes at this stage of the movemeni.

“You have great influence,” the Minister of Justice told the ten

missionaries present. “If you put forth your effort to quiet the people you

will do much service and in this way you will do much for humanity and

for peace.”'*

But his plea was politely rejected. Politically, the missionaries

replied, they must remain neutral. They had not instigated the movement,

nor could they become tools of the Japanese to put it down. The individ-

ual responses of some of the missionaries give a frank and representative

spectrum of missionary attitudes in that first month of seething activity,

l et me quote from four: Samuel A. Moffett, president of what is now

Soongjun University; O. R. Avison, president of what is now Yonsei

University; Herbert Welch, then Methodist Bishop of Japan and Korea;

and W. A. Noble, a Methodist missionary in P’yongyang. In essence.
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otfcn called for justice; Avison lor freedom; Welch for neutrality; and
oble for obedience to the powers that be.

DR, M()f-M:TT: I have lived for thirty years in Korea...

(and) speak as a very great friend and admirer of the

Koreans. I have come to find that they place a higher value

on spiritual and moral things than material. (The Japanese

had been stressing the material improvements they had

brought to Korea.) The thing which appeals to the Korean is

justice and justice has a greater appeal to him than anything

of a material nature... I find that they appreciate being

treated like men and that manhood and worth appeal to

them much more than physical comforts.'*

DR. AVISON:... 1 will mention a few things... without

which a man cannot be considered to be free: (1) The right

to cherish a national spirit... (2) A free man has the right to

the use of his national language. (The Japanese had been

supplanting Korean with Japanese in the schools.) (3)

Freedom of speech... Every man has the right to think for

himself and to express his thoughts freely without fear. If

this cannot be done... there will be an outbreak in spite of

all attempts at repression... (4) Very similar to this is the

right of a free press... (5) Associated with these two is free-

dom of the right to assemble and freely discuss any problem
that affects the well being of the people... (6) Every free

man is entitled himself to participate in the government...
A man cannot be free w-hen he has no voice concerning the

laws by w-hich he is to be governed. One thing that has
troubled me in Korea during all the past number of years
has been the constant display of the sword as the symbol of
government... When I go to see Mr. Sekiya at home... when
he has doffed his uniform and sword, and look on his bene-
volent countenance I feel that 1 can regard him as a friend.

But when 1 visit him in his office, dressed in his uniform
and wearing his sword, I stand before him in fear and
trembling. Personally I do not think that Mr. Sekiya really

likes his sword.

MR. SEKIYA: No. I do not like to wear a sword.

OR. AVISON: So I trust that Japan will stand with the

Allies to the very end for the freedom of man.'*

BISHOP \\ M C H: May I answei dcfinitelv whv missioii-

The Independence Movement
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aries ought not to intervene? There are three reasons: (1)

Interference by missionaries would be ineffective... Most of
the demonstrators are non-Christians and outside our influ-

ence. I feel sure that even the Christians who have not asked
our advice, would not take our advice but... resent it. (2)

The people as a whole would resent our interference and the

missionary can do his best work only if he has the conFi-

dence and affection of the people. (3) It would be highly

improper for any missionaries to intervene in a political

question. If once admitted that it were proper for mission-

aries to go into politics it would have to be admitted that

they may take part on either side... (Bishop Welch here read

the instruction from former Minister Sill in 1897 warning

American citizens against taking sides in politics)...'*

A little earlier the bishop had said:

Every missionary being a friend of both the Koreans and
Japanese is intensely concerned yet we must assume the

position of bystanders. It must be clearly recognized that

this movement was not instigated by missionaries; it is not

even a Christian movement, for most of the leaders and a

great majority of the people are not Christian. It is a

national movement, a controversy between the people and

the existing government... Of course in such a discussion the

foreigner has no choice but to stand in a neutral position...

Apart from politics there are humanitarian questions in-

volved but even here we do not want to thrust anything on

this company.

It was Mr. Noble, the Methodist missionary, who perhaps gaxv

strongest support to the principle of cooperation with government autho

rities, but even that was coupled with an expression of sympathy for the

protesters. Personally Mr. Noble had taught Koreans to be in subjection

to powers that be. He said that Koreans felt that under present conditions

they had no hope.'*

What is notable in the record of this conference was not this single

reference to the Pauline injunction of obedience to government. That had

been a standard, but sometimes circumvented, Christian tradition for

centuries. Nor was it the general acceptance by the missionaries of a

policy of political neutrality. That had not only been urged on them by

their home governments since 1897. but had been the official policy of

their mission boards since the pattern-setting ('onspiracy Trials (the pack-
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ifi sa-knn) ol 1912.'" What is really remarkable was that in lace-ui-taee

onlroniation with the Japanese aulhoniies. the missionaries so trankly

xpressed ihcir disagreement with the government’s repressive colonial

oheies. Dr. Hardie rebuked their “arrogant and overbearing repression."

"r. Whitiemore accused them of failure to respect the principle of reli-

ious liberty. And Bishop Welch, despite his protestations of neutrality,

oiniediy noted that “instances are rare where Koreans did any violence

ntil they were attacked by deadly weapons.'"’

Hven more denunciatory of Japanese oppression were the mission-

ries in their private letters. A few, like Frank Herron Smith, who had

een a missionary to the Japanese in Korea since the beginning of the

ccupation in 1905, were widely quoted as apologists for Japan’s “benev-

lent" colonialism. In 1922 Smith was still writing of anti-government

ctiviiies by Korean “malcontents,” and praising conditions in Korea

mder Japanese administration.'" But such cases were the exception, not

he rule. In ever-increasing numbers the missionaries rallied to express

heir direct sympathies with the movement.

At first the missionaries simply reported their outrage at what they

ere witnessing in Korea, and tried by various means to evade Japanese

ensorship and convey their protests to the outside world. Some of the

arliest reports were taken to China by Mr. E. W. Thwing. Oriental

'ecrctary to the International Reform Bureau, who was visiting mission-

ries in P’yongyang and Sonch’on (Syenchun) just as the demonstrations

roke out. Released to the foreign press in China, their publication

aused a sensation. The Peking and Tientsin Times, March 15. 1919.

arried the headline: THE KOREAN REVOLT. AUTHENTIC

TORIES FROM MISSIONARIES. CAUSE AND CHARACTER OF

HE MOVEMENT."
A missionary writes from Sensen, (Sonch'onj Korea, March

11th, 1919, as follows: *ln this letter let me tell you some-

thing of the Independent Movement in Korea, its cause,

character, aim and hope. The cause of this movement lies in

the ten years of oppression, cruel treatment, which these

people have suffered from their ruthless conquerors. The

Independent Movement in its character is most wonderful.

It is a peaceful manifestation of the thoughts of the people...

The people have no arms, and where the Christians have

been in the majority, in almost every instance they have

submitted to arrest and cruel beating without opposition. In

cases where there has been bloodshed the soldiers base first
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fired on the helpless crowd and so infuriated the non-Chris-

tian patriots that they have returned violence for violence.

What do the Koreans expect, what is their aim?... Their aim

is by peaceful means to let the world know that they are

unhappy under the Japanese rule, that they arc not given

freedom and justice and that they wish their condition

changed. What do they hope for? First, that this awful mili-

tary rule in Korea which is like that of the Huns in Belgium

may be removed...

Then follow a number of eye-witness reports by missionaries of police

violence and cruelty.”

If the first directed contribution of the missionaries to the movement

was to alert the outside world through the press, their second was to bring

forcibly to the attention of their own government representanves the

facts of Japanese infringement on human rights m Korea. S. A. Moffett

first report on brutalities on March 5, for example, went to his mission

board in New York for publication. Later, on April 7, 1919, he wrote

directly to the American Consul General in Seoul, Leo Bergholz,

reporting another outbreak of violence by the police and K^darmes

April 2 to 4. Students from mission schools had been dragged off and

beaten, and the schools intimidated from opening for the spring term.

The missionary houses were searched. On April

sixteen to twenty gendarmes already in his house. He asked if had

search warrant. They did not. He said, “Of course you can forcibly

search but it will be without my consent," and they went on wi

search. He wrote:
u . u-

They were not rude or disrespectful and one said that he

did not like the job but had to do as he was ordered... In

my study among my secretary's papers in the drawer of his

desk they found the following inconsequential things;

1 A copy of the program of the Prince Yi

Memorial Service and the Independence service

of March 1st written in ink in Korean.

2. An envelope directed to the Theological Semi-

nary... containing five copies of the Independence

Newspaper...

3. A small piece of paper with a statement in

Korean of the number of men killed at Anju and

the numbers of those who had taken part from

the several villages of Anju in ihc demonstration.
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None of the above had I ever seen before... (Then) they
searched (he outbuildings and the guest house. As we were
trying to open the door of the guest house my secretary
came out... They .seized him. tied him and according to the
statement of my two sons who saw it (I did not), they hit
him, kicked him, punched him. his nose bleeding, and one
man hit him across the cheek with a short whip. In the
empty Korean house they found two copies of a mimeo-
graphed notice in Korean, thin paper rolled up into a small
ball and thrown away. The detective told me that a boy had
confessed that several of them had taken my mimeograph
from the study and primed notices in that empty house...
The whole population is fearful of unlawful beatings..."

In Seoul a number of missionaries, including H. H. Underwood E
w. Koons, W, G. Cram and Dr. Frank W. Schofield formed a committee
of investigation to verify the facts of Japanese persecution of Christians "
Schofield wrote signed letters to the Japanese press denouncing the
administration’s mishandling of the situation.” Underwood managed to
get an eye-witness account of the massacre and church-burning at Che-am-
nt to friends in America where it was read into the Congressional Record
of Uly 17. 1919.” S. A. Beck, a Methodist missionary with the American

I e Society in Korea, placed photographs of atrocities in the hands of
Senator Norris of Nebraska who protested Japanese brutality in a fiery
Speech on the floor of the Senate on July 15, 1919.”

WM
Pyongyang was the sister of Congressman

William Ashbrook. a prominent Republican. Through her daughter
Olivette, who was studying in Chefoo. China, she managed to get facts
and case histones to her brother not only for publication in Ohio newspa-
pers. but for official action by church groups in America, and eventually
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives.”
Mrs. Swallen wrote from P’yongyang, .Apr. 23. 1919;

My dearest Olivette: I am enclosing some of the things I

have been gathering. When you have read them send them
on 10 Wilbur (her son). He can send them on to Will (the
congressman) and he can have them printed in the Inde-
pendent if he won’t put our name to it... We are neutral,
but some of the true facts must be known... It would
make your hair stand on end to hear some of the things we
have heard. Just this p m. Song Moksa... has just returned
from Hanchung where his daughter-in-law was stripped of
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her clothing, and her hands tied behind her back, and she was
tied up for five hours, that is. was hung up by her arms. When
she was let down she could not get her arms in front of her
body until some one rubbed them and helped her It’s been a
month or more and she does not yet have the use of her
hands. His son is in prison. She was used this way because she
hollered. ’’Hurrah for Korea; Mansa.’ The latest we have heard
of the persecutions of the Christians was this p.m. and oc-
curred at So-a-mul 20 // from here in Or. Moffett’s territory
last Sunday. They, the police, went to the church, beat some
of the officers in front of the pulpit, took the church rolls,
hunted up the Christians and beat whole families from one
house to another... We thought the statement which you
saw— that 12,000 had been killed; 45,000 put in prison—
was exaggerated, but many here think it is not exaggerated.
The prisons are full everywhere... Don’t worry... God is not
dead; He loves these people more than we do..."

Among the documents and reports sent by Mrs. Swallen to her
brother were page after page of eye-witness reports of atrocities collected
by missionaries in P’yongyang. Chairyung, Syenchun, Seoul. Andong.
Pusan and elsewhere. This was the third contribution of the missionary
community to the Independence Movement: the collection of statistics

and the verification of injustices. Here is a sample page:

Evangelistic Condition of Western Circuit, Pyeng Yang
Station

Number of churches in district 5g

Number meeting regularly 53

Number meeting irregularly 2

Number not meeting at all 3

Number burned 0
Number damaged 5

(The damage done being broken doors &
windows, destruction of books, rolls, pulpits

& lamps)

Number of pastors in territory
I

Number on their job

(2 were hiding a while but working now)

Number arrested, now in jail

Number unable to work

Number arrested. later released
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Number of helpers (lay evangclisis) 14

Number on iheir job ^

(Working carefully, but not doing much)

Number arrested ^

Number not able to work 3

Remarks:

The church in general seems paralyzed. Men, especially are

afraid to meet for worship for fear of being arrested. Parti-

cularly true is this of the officers... In most of the churches

where pastors and helpers are at work, the work is done

very quietly so as not to arouse suspicion. In some of the

churches the people fear to have the helper call, least that

call should subject them to suspicion and arrest. In four

churches the fear of arrest is so great as to have greatly inter-

fered with the farming. The men are not able to put in their

crops.

Particular Instances Noted.

At Morak—where the people of a number of villages

gathered for a demonstration..., the police, one Japanese

and two Koreans, are said to have fired into the crowd,

killing a number and wounding others. This enraged the

crowd which surrounded the three policemen and killed the

two Korean policemen. The Japanese, having sheltered in

the police quarters, kept firing out of the window, where-

upon the buildings were set on fire and the Japanese finally

killed. After (his, the gendarmerie of Kangsa were notified

and gendarmes and police were sent who damaged the

church, breaking doors, w-indows and lamps and made

many arrests. The pastor’s house is also said to have been

damaged.

At Pansyuk— a number of officers came and tore down the

bell-tower and... broke all the glass in the windows of both

the church and school-house... All the Bibles, hymnbooks,

church and Sunday School rolls and all the school records

were destroyed... They caught and bound eight men whom

they stripped and beat in the church yard; and one of these

was burned with matches on the tenderest part of his body.

This was told me in the presence of many others and by one

of the men who was beaten...

Three women were stripped naked and beaten because they
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wtnild not tell where their husbands were (most hkelv they
did not know ..) I hese three were 1 eader Paik’s wile, l-lder

C hoi’s wile and I Ider Cho's wile. 1 he two former were
beaten so badly that two weeks alter when we were inlormed
ol this they were still not able to come to the church. Ihe
latter. Elder Cho's wife, hcrsell told the missionary that she

was taken out of her house by two officers, one a Japanese,

the other a Korean, was taken away from the village by

these two men, out to a pine grove... and forced to take

off all her clothes and was beaten terribly there by them
while sitting on the ground...’®

The material quoted above is just one page of thousands which the

missionaries of Korea filtered out through Japanese censorship, breaking

down all efforts of the authorities to hide the “incident” from the world.

One staid Presbyterian single lady. Miss Alice Butts, iinblushingly carried

some of the reports hidden in her whale-bone corset across the border

into Manchuria. The whole extraordinary missionary effort to investigate,

verify, collect reports and make the facts known was undoubtedly the

greatest single reason for the sympathetic attention the Independence

Movement received almost instantly from the world press. It was not. at

first, an organized campaign. It was simply the spontaneous response of

good-hearted, honest individuals who loved the Korean people and could

not remain silent while they were being abused. And it was not consciously

political. As Mrs. Swallen had written, “We arc neutral, but the... true

facts must be known.’”'

II. Official Missionary Reaction.

Even while Mrs. Swallen was writing (hose words, the officers ol the

largest Protestant mission in Korea, the Northern Presbyterians (now

United Presbyterians) were meeting in executive session in Seoul. April 22-

24, 1919. in a momentous session that was to carry the missionaries

beyond mere neutrality. They were preparing a private but official

position paper on the situation for their home church. It was the first,

and remained (he most thorough, statement of organized missionary atti-

tude toward the Independence Movement to emanate from Korea— all the

more important because it was not an emotional, individual response, but

a carefully formulated statement of consensus. Although never published,

and kept confidential in mission board headquarters m New York, it was

vitally significant in setting the tone of the forthcoming American
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churches’ olficial prolcsl which was issued through the hcderal Council of

Churches in July.’* I have a carbon copy of the 52-page typed text. The
lull Mile is “The Present Movement for Korean Independence in its

Relation to the Mission Work of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). A
Private Report Prepared for the Board of Foreign Missions By the Execu-
tive Committee of the Chosen Mission at Seoul, April 22nd-24th. 1919.’’”

It begins with a sketch of the historical background of the Japanese
annexation, noting a Korean resistance movement from 1907 to 1909 that

cost 21,000 Korean lives and 1,300 Japanese, but even-handedly paying
tribute to the good intentions of the first Japanese Resident-General,

Prince Ito. Singled out for special criticism in this section is the ominous
omnipresence of the police and gendarmes in Korea and the crippling

inadequacies of the Japanese judicial system. The ratio of police and
gendarmes was one to every 1,224 Koreans and in the most recent year for

which statistics were available (1916-17), “one person in every 200 living

in Chosen experienced the judgment of the police box.’”* As for justice in

the Japanese law courts, the report tersely sums up its complaints with the
flat charge that under current procedures “there can be no security for

either foreigner or Korean against injustice and inhuman treatment.’’”
Despite the severity of their criticisms, the missionaries took special

pains not to appear disloyal to constituted government. They frankly
admitted two earlier cases of confrontation between missions and the
Japanese authorities. The first was the so-called Conspiracy Case of 1912
when missionaries and Korean Christians had been falsely accused (and
six Koreans found guilty) of an alleged assassination attempt on the life

of Governor-General Terauchi; the second was the refusal of the Pres-
byterian Mission to conform to the Imperial Educational Ordinance of
1915 which banned Bible leaching from the curriculum. Nevertheless, the
report concluded, ‘All relations with the civil officials have continued
cordial and harmonious.’’” Some may have noted the absence of any
reference to Japanese military authorities in that phrase, but the funda-
mental principle of acceptance of governmental authority was reaffirmed
as it had been formulated by the Mission Board in 1912 during the
Conspiracy Case:

It is the unvarying policy of the Boards and their Missions
loyally to accept the constituted governments of the coun-
tries in which Mission work is carried on, to do everything

in their power to keep the missionary enterprise free from
political movements...”

The next section, however, is a rather startling contrast. The stern
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religious convictions of these missionaries could never allow them to
equate loyalty to government with silent assent to observed injustices and
oppression. The following eleven pages of the report, sub-titicd “History
ol the Independence Movement.’’ is the most blistering indictment of
Japan’s fourteen years (1905-1919) of misrule on the peninsula ever drawn
up by an official body of foreigners in Korea up to that time. In sixteen

terse accusations, summarized from the Korean Declaration of Indepen

dcncc and other sources, it spells out the anguish and legitimate

grievances of the Korean people and sympathetically reports their demand
for independence. The grievances arc bitter:’*

1. Loss of independence through gradual assumption of

power by the Japanese under various pretexts and in spite of

explicit promises. The Korean people never assented to

annexation...

2. Oppression by the military administration... It is asserted

that the administration of the past nine years has been a

reign of terror for the Koreans... contempt... oppression,

injustice and brutality, whole-sale arrests... intimidation and

torture...

3. No liberty of speech, press, assembly, or of conscience.

4. An intolerable system of police espionage...

5. Koreans have no share in the government...

6. Unjust discrimination in salaries...

7. Denationalization, an attempt... to make one race into

another by restricting and regulating the racial language

(Korean) and forcing the adoption of Japanese ideals... The

two peoples are essentially different and Korea docs not

want Japanese ideals and institutions.

8. Unjust expatriation of all Korerans living abroad... and

restriction of emigration.

9. Unjust expropriation of crown lands...

10. Di.scrimination in education...

11. Debauching and demoralizing Korean youth... The

Japanese system of licenced prostitution has made vice more

open and flagrant...

12. ...uncontrolled child labor and the practical enslavement

of women operatives...

13. Unrestricted immigration of Japanese . forcing

thousands of Koreans into Manchuria...

14 Annexation ‘for the peace of the I asi.’ as the lapanesc
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claimed, is no longer ihus justified, and independence
should be restored.

1*'. ... great material improvement... done ostensibly for
Korea (is) really done for the Japanese in Korea...
Annexation has meant the systematic exploitation of the
country and its resources.,

,

16. The 33 signers of the original Declaration of Indepen-
dence have been unjustly treated...

The demands of the Koreans, they conclude, are “nothing short of
absolute independence.” Had the authorities met the agitation in a more
understanding way, the report says, the Koreans might have settled simply
for reform, “but the use of sword and gun and fire has so roused the people
that they will be more insistent than ever for absolute independence and the
suppression of the present movement will doubtless only mean another
outbreak later on.””

The concluding sections of the Private Report deal with a brief history
of the current demonstrations and of the movement’s relation to the Korean
church and the missionaries. The general attitude of the missionary writers
of the report is not left in doubt. They are obviously strongly sympathetic to
the Korean cause. For example, with quiet approval they quote the answer
ol Yi Sang-Chay, of the Y.M.C.A., to police interrogators. “Who is the
head of the movement?.” he was asked. "Do you know?” “Yes.” he said
‘Who? Tell us who.” they asked eagerly. “God,” he answered calmly.
“God at the head and twenty million Koreans behind it.”*"

Church involvement, the report carefully points out. was not organi-
sational except in the sense that all the teachings of the Christian faith
are “unconscious preparation of the Christian community for taking
part m such a movement.” Church participation was through individual
Christians of whom “ninety-nine percent plus are in their hearts in favor
of the present movement.”"

More dircclly pertinent to the subject of this paper is the section. “The
Relation of Missionaries to the Movement.”-” The key phrase is- “No
neutrality for brutality. marks a careful, measured step beyond the
affirmations of political neutrality which up to then had always been the
oflicially stated policy of the mission.

The step beyond neutrality was prefaced by a definition of the kind of
neutrality which the missionaries fell that they had so far scrupulously
observed. They had neither instigated nor advised an independence
movement:
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Fxcept for the admitted fact that they are propagators of
a gospel which has more than once been accused of turning
the world upside down, missionaries have had no direct rela-

tionship to this present movement... It arose without their

knowledge. Their advice as to the inception and direction of

the movement has not been sought...
**

But neither would they allow themselves to be used to suppress the

movement. They explicitly rejected the strenuous efforts of the Japanese

authorities “to persuade the missionaries to side with the Government and
use their influence direct and indirect for the suppression of the revolt”*’ In

fact, they said, they no longer felt able to agree to any further conferences

of the sort already held with Japanese leaders in March;** lest these be used

to compromise them in the eyes of both Koreans and Japanese.*’

Having thus expressed the kind of neutrality they could accept, they

forthrightly rejected as cowardly and unchristian a neutrality which could

demand the closing of the eyes to inhumanity and the silencing of the

tongue to protest:

It Is too much to expect that missionaries representing the

Gospel of Christ... should sit silent when Inhuman atrocities

are being inflicted upon a helpless and unresisting people.

Even right thinking Japanese, Christian or non-Christian,

would not do so... If reporting to the world the brutal in-

humanity with which the revolt in this country is being sup-

pressed be a breach of neutrality then the missionaries have

laid themselves open to the charge. ‘No neutrality for brutal-

ity’...**

Conclusions

This is a good point at which to bring to a close this brief survey of

one important segment of foreign opinion of the Independence Movement

in its earliest weeks.** Within less than sixty days missionary reaction,

which was to have a formative influence on world opinion, had moved

through five distinct stages.

The first was surprised non-participation. On March 1 the mission-

aries, close though they were to the Korean people, had no advance

knowledge of the protests. The second was immediate sympathy. Mission-

aries were outraged by the brutality with which the authorities tried to

suppress the movement; they sympathized with its goals, but hesitated

publicly to endorse its mcth,ods. The third stage was indirect support.

Within a week missionaries were actively seeking to publicize the protests
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abroad, asking recognition of the justice of the Korean demands, and
criticizing the Japanese handling of the situation. The fourth stage was
direct but involuntary involvement. In the early days of the movement
missionaries had been struck, beaten, detained and. by April, one had
been arrested and found guilty of direct participation in the movement.

binally, by the end of April, the first official but still private state-

ment of organized missionary support for the protests was issued and
circulated abroad. Thus the Korean Independence Movement found in

this quick sequence of events and reactions its strongest and most effec-

tive source of foreign support: the community of Western missionaries in

Korea.
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Jack Londoii

In Sunan

By Howard Laclitnian

Jack London went to war In I9U4 as a

correspondent nominally attached to the Japa-

nese I'irsl Army, but actually attached to the

San Francisco E.iaminer.

When James Gordon Bennett’s New
York Herald asked the Calirornia writer to be

its eyes and ears in Asia, arch-rival William

Randolph Ilearst decided to “gel London at

any price” and scoop his eastern competitor.

ATtcr all. Bennett had once sent a reporter to

Africa to find a missing missionary named
Livingstone and gotten back the greatest story

in the history ofjournalism. It was just possible

that the .second greatest story lay in wail for an

intrepid reporter somewhere along the Chinese

border, where the armies of imperial Russia

and Japan were preparing to clash. Ilearst was

taking no chances about another Bennett

triumph.
After having his photo snapped on the

roof of the Examiner building, London sailed

out from San Francisco on January 7 as a

ilearst man, complete with notebooks, 3-A

Kodak, and editorial instructions not to wail

for the war. but to find it. write it. and “send it

home” to San Francisco.

ilearst had to bid high for London’s

services, but the result was worth it. While his

fellow correspondents allowed themselves to be

wined, dined, and delayed in Tokyo by the

courteous but cautious Japanese government,

the resourceful London made an unauthorized

<lash to reach the front lines and the story he

had been sent to obtain, traveling half-frozen in

nn open sampan up the bleak coast of Korea

and then riding the plunging deck of a saddle

horse north through mud and snow from Seoul

to Sun.an. There, like Bennett’s man in Africa,

he conducted his own search for an elusive

missionary. Qne*L?f. Moffett . He had a letter

Tor himi and p^haps Jack also had dreams of

lifttttg his cap to that good man and saying
“ Mr. Moffett, 1 presume?” loud enough for the

/fera/d agent to Lake down for posterity.

Although frustrated by military censor-

ship (“We saw what we were permitted to see,”

he wrote, “and the chief duty of the officers

looking after us was to keep us from seeing

anything”), hobbled by a recent ankle injury,

hampered by language problems (“It’s not

quite satisfactory to do business with a twenty

four-word vocabulary and gesticulations”),

and plagued by the logistics of traveling in a

strange country, London sent back to tlte

Examiner the best stories and the first photos

of the war. In order to do so. he was obliged to

run a number of risks, including several arrests

and interrogations, and a near court-martial

which required the personal intervention of

President Theodore Roosevelt to prevent him
from being shot.

For London, the danger was ait in a day’s

work (“I am advised to gel my life insured,” he

commented wryly). So, too. was the homesick-

ness he confessed in a letter from Manchuria to

San Francisco poet George Sterling: “How
often 1 think of you and the fresh California

Jock Lonebn molcricl pubkl>ed by pwirtssion of Ihe Eslote of

King Shep<xd. AS riglils ies«rved

days in the open, the while I swelter here in u

Chinese city breathing alike the dust of the

living and the dust of the dead.”

The following report from the war zone is

one which never reached the Examiner. It may •

be that the censors v/erc not in an obliging

mood, or that the report was lost in transit. It

may even be that London preferred to keep it to

himseir. possibly as the genesis of a projected

short story. We shall never know.

What we do know is that the delays and

detours imposed on London by the military

command compelled liim to write a number of

human interest stories whose charm and vivaci-

ty have not faded after seven decades. This is

one of them.
TI>c Iasi of Jack London's war corre-

spondence. the story of the missionary and the

magistrate, is over seventy years “late” to the

Examiner. It appears now in order to give you

an intimate glimpse of a legendary writer in

action, as well as a snapshot of an age in which

both war and journalism were regarded as

continued
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'-History continued

grcji advciilurcs. it was an age of horses and

kitigs, of romance and glorious nonsense. The

role of the war correspondent had been glamor-

ized by Richard 1 larding Davis and ilic bearer

of ilie while man's burden had been popular-

ized by Kipling, bui Jack London's gently sclf-

mocking report shows us that ihc reality of

these roles was a far cry from the myth.

f inaJIy. this lost story bears eloiiucnl

witness to llic fact that Jack London possessed

the one quality indispensable to any reporter

under fire: a sense of humor.

“/ ur London,

the danger

nas all in

a tlay^s work.

So, too,

was the

homesickness .

"

aictinc: Sunan (Korea), March 13,

1904
••J o; San i'rancisco E.^amincr

"From; Jack London, Correspondent,

First Japanese Army.
**Al Fiiig Yan g lives Dr. Mo ffett, an

AmcricaTjTrmsiona'ry. fie has lived there a long

time Also, he has a native name, and I am glad

that I learned it. *Mah-mok-sha' is the Korean

rendering of 'MofreH.' and it is a vyoid to

co njure v^iih.

"On the road to Sunan a Korean messen-

ger. bound south, delivered a Idler to me from

the American mines at Un-san. He could not

speak a word of English, nor could I of Korean.

Ring Yang'’’ I queried, with appropriate ges-

tures indicating interrogation and piospcclivc

journc>mg He nodded his head. 1 handed him

a letter. 'Ur. Moffett. Pmg Yang.' 1 said. He

looked blank I repealed it. with gestures of one

syllable He looked blanker. Then we stood in

llic jniddle of the muddy road and stared in

mutual blankness. The cold north wind whis-

tled by. v'.iili a flurry or two of snow. I looked

vainly down the reaches of the Pekin Road for

Manyoungi. my gem of Korean boys with

wliom pigeon English always achieved results.

He was behind. 1 knew not how many miles,

with the paek-horscs.

"nicii I turned ufxm that Korean messen-

ger and w resiled with him. He wrestled back. I

increased the number and simplicity of iny

gestures He gesticulated back. We conlorled

our faces, wrote Odysseys on the air with our

wildly waving arms, and in the throes of a great

desire for understanding broke simultaneously

into speech. 1 matched Ins Korean with my
Hnghsh. He vied with me. We shouted, and,

jgain, lapsed into periods of allcniivu silence. I

gave up in despair and started on my way. His

ihrsi for knov/lcdgc must have been severe, for

he followed me cnlreaiingly. 1 slopped my
horse and we gathered together and wrestled it

all over again.

"He gave up and started south. 1 called

after him pleadingly, shouted commandingly.

and we closed in a third bout. As we assumed

expressions of regret preliminary to our Final

parting 1 suddenly remembered my notebook

and that therein 1 had inscribed Dr. Mon^cil’s

native name 1 pulled the book out eagerly, but

• he man regarded me with skepticism. He

knew, past all doubt, that 1 was uninlclhgibic.

1 Ic had proved it. I Ic turned to go. but I caught

him by the arm and held him till 1 found ilie

place, and then I said, slowly and carefully and

distinctly; ‘Ma^t-inolosah.*

"Inrmile comprdicnsion dawned upon his

face, and there flooded over it waves of happi-

ness like unto that of angels. 1 knew it was all

right and gave him the letter. It went through

that very day; and ihcrcaficr, not alone in my
notebook, but on the tablets of my memory, 1

carried the magic name, Mah-mok-sali.

"It is a sympalliclic bond capable of

connecting me with Italf the Korcaii.s 1 encoun-

ter. Yesterday 1 rode over the snowclad hills to

the cast on a fool path churned knee-deep with

mud by refugees from Sunan. Slircwdly shel-

tered in an elbow of llie hills 1 found a liny

village. The children fled at siglit of me.

witlioul doubt considering me a Russian; while

the elders, after a while, crept timidly forth—

a

sort of cominillcc of safety, I look it. for

anxiety was writ large on their faces and by

meek gestures 1 was invited to leave.

"I caught the eye of the chief elder, and

said, •Mah-inok-sah.’

"At once into his face came that familiar

dawn of infinite comprehension. I Ic opened his

arms to me. So did the village. I was invited to

dismount and to enter the liouscs to be ciitci-

tained. My horse was entertained. Tltcy were

loth to have me depart, and when 1 Fmally did

tear myself away the whole village turned out

to guide me on a short cut back to Sunan.

"From which experience, and divers oth-

ers, 1 am driven to conclude that Dr. Moffett

has no need to be ashamed of his own name,

while of avoiding pride in his Korean name Ins

need must be great indeed.

"Today 1 had a visitor. It was the chief

elder of the liny village in the elbow of ilic hills.

He removed his shoes and came in and squal-

led down on the mat before me.

‘Mah-mok-sah,’ he said. It was a word to

conjure with both ways, for it vvarined the

cockles of my heart and I sent for Manyoungi.

"The frightened Sunanilcs were begin-

ning to conic back, my visitor told me. Or, at

least, a small percentage of the men were

reluming lo Ihcir forsaken homes. At First they

liad been struck and kicked by the soldiers; but

the officers had issued orders against this and

the ill-lic,ilmcnl had prompil> weuscU Ah >

the Sunanites were bcguming to make munev
"Yes. the Japanese p.nd for cvcryilung.

but the people were just learning how lo gather

lo ih.cmselvcs Ilic profits. Previously the oMi-

cers had bought ihrougli llic ‘Number One
Man.’ who liad obtained the supplies (roin the

villagers but pocketed tlic proceeds. Ur to be

exact, he had paid them about thirty cents on

llic dollar and kept ilic difference.

"‘Number One Man' was Manyoungi s

English equivalent for magistrate A most

detestable magisliaic lie was. naineiJ f’.iK

Clioon-Song. si or nobleni.in. .imJ j

lobbci. Now all yang-b.ins are robbers I he

jscoplc expect them lo rob They have never

known anyiliing else than robbery on the p-irt

of I licit 1 ulers. But there arc degrees of robbery

— *squcc 7.c' is what ihcy call it A fair squeeze

is Icgiliinalc. A magistrate who robs within

reason is loved by Ins people, and when he

despairs elsewhere they select a suitable sixn

near llic city entrance and ciccl a monumciu m
honor of tlic icinpciaicncvs with which he

robbed.
"But such a man was not Pak-Choon

Song. While I interviewed the chief elder a

mob of Sunamics crowded niy dt>ors and

bucked him up in the charges he made I lie>

were unanimous in asserting that Pak Choori-

Song kept seventy percent of all moneys due

llicin for goods sold lo the Japanese ofneers

Yes. it was true, they were receiving their

money now, but that was because they were

dealing directly wall the Japanese On the

other hand, and up lo very recently, they had

been rubbed grievously by Pak-Choon-Song

and after Japanese went away they svcrc gmiij

to rise up and kill him.

"As Manyoungi uanslaicd the woes of In

people. 1 could see him growing angrier am
angrier, his swarthy skin made more swarili

as the hot blood rose in his face
“ ‘Much poor people,’ he said suggestive

ly. I look no notice. ‘Very much poor people,

he added a tittle later.

"But I kept him busy translating ih

chorus of woe and complaint which rushed r

through both doors upon me Finally. un.ibl

longer lo restrain himself, lie spoke siraigh

out: ‘Master go see Number One Man '

"What faith he had m my jKiwer an
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mind that I cannot work with the Presbyterian Mission of Seoul

I will starve rather than place myself under these people. "50

The King placed a house at Allen’s disposal and although he

and the Presbyterian mission officially parted ways, Allen con-

tinued on at the hospital until the arrival of another Presby-

terian doctor. True to his word, for many years Allen used his

influence from the American legation to further the mission

cause. In fact, he wrote that one of his first acts as Charge

d’Affaires was to obtain "a passport for Mr. Moffett to travel

in any and all the provinces of Korea. "5
^ And with that action

a new era began.

Extending the Boundaries

In 1890 both Protestant missions were finally able to make

perceptible progress in striking out from Seoul. The Presbyte-

rians gained one of their greatest assets for going forward in

January with the arrival of Samuel Austin Moffett.

Moffett is a difficult man to pen on paper. No single per-

sonality trait obtrudes on which to hang a portrait. He was

positive, though not so enthusiastic as Underwood; judicial and

discriminating, but not thorny like Allen; quieter in his zeal

than Appenzeller; neither brilliant nor creative in the sense

Gale was, but intelligent, steady, and focused. A marvel of

balance, Samuel Moffett was a genial man, liked by all.

A recent discussion on successful executives posed the ques-

tion, "How do you spot a leader?" and answered, "They come in all

ages, shapes, and conditions. Some are poor administrators, some

are not overly bright. One clue: the true leader can be recog-

nized because somehow his people consistently turn in superior

performances. "52 Moffett, who bright and an excellent admin-

istrator besides, was a leader from the time he set foot on Korean

soil; a trademark of his career was that any group he was in per-

formed better.

The first mission meeting after his arrival, held on Febru-

ary 11, 1890, was the most business-like and forward looking one

the Presbyterians had had. Although it was a traumatic year.
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riddled by sickness, death, and Allen's resignation, by October
Daniel Gifford was writing, "Our mission policy is taking the
shape of a more aggressive, systematized, evangelical work, "53
and much of this was due to Moffett.

What forces shaped Samuel Moffett, who was the fourth son
of six children in an ordinary, hard working, devout Indiana
family? Moffett's father, a Southerner, was strongly abolition-
ist, while his mother, from Pennsylvania, was secretly sympathet-
ic to the South, which may indicate a certain independence of
thought and perhaps even the ability for united action in spite
of diversity of opinion.

References to his early years are sparse. When he was
elderly and his wife and others urged him to write his memoirs,
he replied, "I have been so busy living the days that I have for-
gotten much of the past and have trouble recalling it. "54 Xo
Samuel Moffett, the past was done, and the present was the time
for energetic, informed work for the future. The Korean Chris-
tians, who gave nicknames to all the missionaries, had a partic-
ularly apt one for him: "The looking up the road man."

At age 21, Samuel Moffett tied for top honors at Hanover
College and gave the salutatory address, on "Agnostic Morality. "55

A chemistry major who studied for a master's degree in chemistry,
he was described by one professor as "scholarly, devoted, and
endowed with conmon sense. "56 when he applied as a missionary,
he wrote, "My second year in seminary, I faced the question of
the foreign field and after a struggle against selfish plans, I

felt willing to go where the Lord would have me. "57

William Baird, the life-long friend who roomed with Moffett
at Hanover and McCormick, and was to be a missionary colleague
for 40 years, once remarked, "Most of us missionaries didn't
give up an awful lot when we came to the Korea mission field.
We never would have had anything but small, unimportant churches
and minimal salaries anyway. But Moffett was a person who would
have gone to the top in any field, in the church or out of it. "5®

The first Korean Moffett ever met was the 1884 failed revo-

lutionary, Pak Yong-Hyo, in Yokohama. His next Korean acquaint-

ance was Underwood's language teacher and literary assistant.

Moffett recalled that "Prince Pak was in foreign dress; Mr. Song,

in Korean scholar's garb, a novel and striking figure. "59
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What the Koreans saw was a tall (6*1"), lean American with
a friendly, long face, clean shave except for a small mustache,
with a cleft in his chin, who looked simultaneously boyish and
weather-beaten, like a Midwest cowpoke.

At Chemulpo, he and the other Presbyterian newcomer, Susan
Doty, were greeted by Dr. John Heron, Daniel Gifford and Mary
Hayden, most of the Presbyterian mission force. The group ar-
rived in Seoul after the curfew bell had rung, but were able to
squeeze through the West Gate after Dr. Heron*s faithful kesu
(private soldier) induced the guard to crack it open.^^ It was
January 25, Samuel Moffett* s 26th birthday.

Moffett wrote that his first impression, "deepened as time
goes by, was that the people show an utter lack of positive hap-
piness. They seem to have a look of settled submission to an
unsatisfactory life. The first happy face I saw was that of our
native evangelist and to me the contrast was a marked one and
impressed me very strongly. *'61

Another impression was that everyone was overworked—"We
need more men. ...There is work enough now for a dozen men. "62

For this reason, Moffett was immediately given supervision of the
orphanage, and with James Gale*s help, managed within a year to

bring order out of chaos and turn it into a functioning boys*

school with Chinese and Bible as the core curriculum and a

strongly Christian emphasis. To avoid attracting "rice Chris-
tians," he weeded out students who had done poorly, the lazy,

and those uninterested in the faith; required students to provide
partial support; and dismissed the inept staff, hiring two compe-
tent, committed Christian Korean teachers.

He began studying the language two days after his arrival,

and his approach to it, as to everything else, was straightfor-
ward. "The language is difficult; but it seems to me that in

three years one should be able to use it quite effectively, but

to do so in less than two years will be very exceptional ."63

Yet, a year later, when Moffett was examined, Horace Underwood
reported, "Mr. Moffett passed an exceptionally fine examination
...has made a very fine start, and bids fair to be one of the

first students of the language. "6^

Although the Presbyterians and Methodists had planned from

the beginning to open stations all over the peninsula, the only
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Protestant missionaries who had yet lived outside the capital
were the Horace Allens who spent seven months in Chemulpo and

James Gale who was 10 months in Pusan.

In the Methodist tradition of circuit riding, however, Henry
Appenzeller made a yearly trip north and in late summer, 1890,

Samuel Moffett was able to go along on his first trip to Pyong-
yang. The men left Seoul on August 29 and after a stop in Songdo

where Appenzeller met with five men, the beginning of Methodist
work there, they reached Pyongyang in six and a half days. ”As

yet it is not open to foreign residence," he wrote. "Very little

has been done in evangelistic work. The Roman Catholics are said

to number 3,000 with a French priest living as a Korean in a

small place 70 li south of here. The Methodists have had a local

preacher here for some time and at their meeting on Sept. 7 which

I attended there were 18 men present ... .Their preacher however

proving to be dishonest has just been discharged. They also have

a teacher at An Tjyeu and have begun work in Eui Tjyou. Our own

work consists of three baptized men, three reported believers,

and several interested friends of these. They are without direc-

tion or leadership and have no regular meetings. It is in this

province that a great deal of our colporteurage work has been

done and where Mr. Ross of Mukden and his followers have labored.

Here I have been visited by men from six or seven cities. The

people are larger, hardier, more independent, and have more spir-

it than those in the south."

Moffett wrote that his Korean teacher, "boy," and he togeth-

er were managing to live on $1 a day. "I have been here for 10

days, living quietly in a Korean inn— going on the street every

day exciting considerable interest. The people greatly dislike

the Japanese and their manner towards me changes as soon as they

know I am an American and not a Japanese. A great many have

visited me in my room, many of whom have read considerable of the

Bible and some tracts while here; with many I have talked of

Christ and with others my teacher has talked though he is not as

yet a baptized believer but quite well acquainted with the Scrip-

ture truths

.

"I intend to stay here several days longer, making sure that

it is practicable for a foreigner to live here several weeks at a

time and quietly do evangelistic work."^^

These were scouting years, and almost every letter of both

Methodists and Presbyterians referred to the opportunities for
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expansion and pleaded for more men and money to start work out-
side of Seoul. The boards too were urging their missionaries to
"get somewhere a foothold outside of Seoul. "^6

The problem of expansion remained lack of men and means.
Moffett wrote board secretary F.F. Ellinwood Sept. 15, 1890: "In
your letter you say *we ought not to put all our eggs in one bas-
ket*—but—it depends on how many eggs you have. We certainly
need not less than five men in Seoul for work exclusively in
Seoul and immediate neighborhood. Seoul will always be the cen-
ter of work and the most important point.... We have but three
men and no physician. Of course Mr. Underwood alone has the
language.

"

Ellinwood replied ruefully, "If we had no end of funds and
just the right man at hand, we should proceed more rapidly, but
that does not seem to be the way of Providence." Later he wrote,
"The most we can say is that we do as well by Korea as by any
field, and that plus special contributions of the Underwood
brothers. "^7

These special contributions were significant; without them
there would have been no expansion of the work, no opening of
Pusan or Pyongyang. Horace Underwood's brothers John T. and
Frederick provided the wherewithal to send out Samuel Moffett in
1890, William and Annie Baird in 1891, and the transportation,
outfit, and salaries for six new workers in 1892; plus funds to

purchase land in Pusan and Pyongyang.

The 1891 Annual Meeting of the Presbyterian mission was de-
layed slightly so that the William Bairds could participate; the
young couple arrived on Feb. 2 and the five-day meeting began the

next day. Gifford reported that "The length was necessitated by
the reading and adoption of the (first) Rules and By-Laws of the

Mission. "68 These by-laws Indicated the mission was pulling it-

self together, and Moffett was behind this, hoping "to avoid
friction which has resulted from having no settled policy. "69

In other actions of this mission meeting, Underwood and

Baird were directed to proceed to Pusan to select a site for a

new station; Moffett was authorized to buy property in Pyongyang.

"Moffett goes North," wrote Horace Allen, "and as Ping An bids
fair to be opened soon, he has struck in the right direction. "70

Moffett set out from Seoul on February 25, 1891, with James
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Gale who had just applied to join the Presbyterian mission. They

travelled with native evangelist So Sang-Yim ("Mr. Saw"), four

other Koreans, and two pack ponies.

Their accounts of this trip are filled with a sense of exu-

berance as they left mission responsibilities, petty grievances,

and paperwork behind. Their zest for new experiences, apprecia-

tion of the people, and challenges met along the way. as well as

for the beauty of the countryside, shines through; never mind the

bed bugs, sandstorms, and lack of comforts.

Since they were walking, they often had to ferry, ford, or

wade rivers. Sometimes they could find a farmer willing to carry

them across piggyback for a fee. Once Gale, asking such a man at

one river for help, was met with a look of contempt. Gale prompt-

ly jumped on the startled raan*s back and hung on. "He muttered

to himself awful threatenings ,
proceeded slowly ... stopping to re-

consider in the middle of the stream, but it was hopeless and he

landed me safely. I apologized. . .expressed the hope that we might

still be friends, adding some extra cash by way of Indemnity.

He... stood looking at me In speechless amazement and is standing

so yet for aught I know ."71

At one inn an old grandmother asked if they had books with

them, saying "I know of the western book and I knqw westerners

are good people and that they have not come to harm us, an im

mense encouragement after being pointed out for weeks as foreign

devils. Gale had a run-in at this inn when he borrowed the

family fishing pole. The grandfather took exception and called

for him to return it at once. "I pretended not to hear. The

storm would blow over in a little... but a whirlwind suddenly

caught me, in which I lost line, fish. Interest, and everything.

When I came properly to, an old Korean, seventy years of age, was

carefully putting a fish-rod back in its place, while an American

was pretending to dig wild onions on the bank of the river, the

village people meanwhile looking on encouragingly.

Moffett wrote, "We. . .have preached the gospel in city, town,

nd village all along the way. Our evangelist is a thorough

hristian and a man who commands respect and attention every-

here. He preaches and teaches the plain truths of the gospel

rom an experience of 15 years, being one of those who came to us

hrough Mr. Ross of Moukden. We stayed in Ping Yang five days

aving service there on Sunday. The Mission had given me an

uthorization to purchase a house there under
'

ion of the Board, but as we have not yet a reliable man to put



In charge the purchase was not made. 1 am again Impressed with
the desirability of having a Christian worker there and have some
hopes that one of the two professing Christians there will devel-
op into a trustworthy man. We found several inquirers, but the
people are as yet very suspicious of foreigners and afraid of

Christian books. "^3

They crossed the Yalu into China, visiting John Ross in Muk-
den. *’Wlth the information there obtained we started for the

Korean valleys and I think have satisfactorily settled the fact
that the work can be better done from China than from Korea as

those valleys are almost unapproachable from our side. We spent
two weeks among the mountains of China and North Korea, finding

the region sparsely settled, poor and so nearly destitute of food

that we have given it the name of Starvation Camp as we lived on

boiled oats and millet most of that time....We came down through

the middle of Korea to the East, reaching Ham Heung, the capital

of the province, and on the way from there stopped at Gensan

(Wonsan), the Eastern treaty port. In this region we found what

we consider the most beautiful and most wealthy and apparently

the most prosperous region of Korea and we feel the importance of

opening work there. .. .From an evangelistic point of view I think

the journey a most successful one. We were able to preach in

cities, towns, and villages to hundreds of people who had never

heard the gospel. We found them ready to listen... and eager to

know more....We had not an unpleasant experience on the whole

trip, the people and officials being very courteous although

their curiosity was so great that we could hardly get a half hour

alone. The North is open for successful work."^^

On their long trip, the two friends must have shared a good

many confidences. Perhaps they discussed James Gale’s affairs of

the heart, for when he began the journey. Gale was engaged to a

girl in Canada. Somewhere along the way, he decided he’d made a

mistake, wrote explaining his feelings, that his heart belonged

elsewhere (to Harriet Heron), and the engagement was broken.

Moffett was an admirer of Mrs. Heron, and may have been in love

with her himself, but after he and Gale returned to Seoul about

May 20, it was Gale who wooed and won her, writing Elllnwood in

September 1891: ”I hope to be married the coming year, but not to

the person of whom I wrote you."

The board decided Gale was dangerously fickle. Not only did

they closely question the circumstances of his broken engagement,

but they expressed displeasure with his work plans as well.
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down and work in Seoul; the mission unanimously wanted him there.

But the board had expected "a man to work in the interior who is

not encumbered with a family. "75 The board came very close to

relectlna Gale, though the other missionaries wrote praising and

endorsing him. Even Horace Allen wrote. "I congratulate you on

getting Mr. Gale. Hu Is u No. 1 man whether he marries Mrs.

Heron or not. "76

Correspondence on the matter continued for six months. Mof-

fett wrote in late December, "Your letters of November 19 have

taken us completely by surprise and have been the occasion of

much pain and regret. .. .Gale is a thorough Presbyterian, a flm

believer in Scripture, the Calvlnistlc system of theology, and

the necessity of the Holy Spirit's presence for success in the

work. He speaks the Korean language better than anyone else on

the field and is just finishing a translation of Acts which bids

fair to be the best translation of any book yet given to us Judg-

Ing from the Koreans* coinnents.

"I have the greatest confidence in Mr. Gale*s consecration

and in his assertion that both he and his wife are ready to go

anywhere A fear that we will be judged before we have explained

conditions and reasons for our actions will make almost any mis-

sionary's life a failure. I could not help believing that it

was this more than overwork, more than anything else that led to

Dr. Heron’s death. I have never known a man more thoroughly un-

selfish and more thoroughly possessing a consecrated missionary

spirit—but irritated and worried and goaded beyond expression at

the thought that his motives were questioned, his consecration

doubted and his work misunderstood, his mental conflicts more

severe from the fact that he was proud spirited, wore him out. Ij

would be spared any more such misunderstandings and so write as

freely as I do."

Gale's appointment as a Presbyterian missionary was secured,

and he was married to Harriet, a happy match, on April 7, 1892,

When Moffett and Gale had headed north in February of 1891,

Underwood and Baird had started south to buy property to open

work in Pusan. They were told by local authorities that permis-

sion to sell land would have to come from Seoul. Underwood wlr«4i

Allen, who had become secretary of the American legation, and

after many delays and difficulties. Minister Augustine Heard va$

able to wrest permission from the reluctant Koreans. Heard
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MOFFETT, SAMUEL AUSTIN (1864-1939).

Early Presbyterian missionary to Ko-

rea whose pioneer work laid the foun-

dations for the rapid growth and or-

ganization of the Presbyterian Church

of Korea, one of the largest of third

world churches. Born in Madison, In-

diana, January 25, 1864, he was edu-

cated at Hanover College (AB 1884, MS

1885, DD 1901) and McCormick Seminary

(1888) before sailing to Korea in 1889

under the (Northern) Presbyterian

Board of Foreign Missions. When he

landed in January 1890 the then "Her-

mit Kingdom" had only recently (1884)

been opened to Protestant missions.

Public preaching was forbidden. For-

eigners were restricted to treaty

ports. But Moffett was assigned all

North Korea as his field and in 1892

and '93 moved into the interior. A

hostile mob stoned him in Pyongyang,

the ancient capital, but he stayed to

see that city become the center of

phenomenal church growth. Eventually

he ordained the leader of the mob

that had stoned him as one of the

first seven ministers of the Korean

church

.
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personal evangelism, instruction in

Bible for all Christians, and self-

government and self-support for the

church. In 1901 he founded the first

theological school in Korea, the Pres-

byterian Theological Seminary. In

1907 he was elected the first modera-

tor of the independent Presbyterian

Church of Korea.

Moffett advocated a working part-

nership between evangelism and educa-

tion. He is credited with founding

over two hundred Christian schools
(wvv

ranging one-room primary schools to

Korea's first modern college, Soong-

sil (now Soongjun University) of

which he was co-founder in 1906. He

helped to organize the Korean Red

Cross; was president of the Presbyte-

rian Seminary (1902-24) and of Soong-

sil College (1918-28) . He represent-

Korea at International Missionary Con-

ferences in Edinburgh (1910) and Jeru-

salem (1928) . For advances in educa-

tion he was awarded gold medals of th^

Japanese empire in 1925 and 1936 but

in 1936 was expelled from Korea for

refusing to permit Christian schools

to participate in Shinto shrine wor-

ship . He died in Monrovia. Califor-
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with the cause of Korean independence
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SAMUEL A. MOFFET’S REFORM THEOLOGYAND HIS MISSION IN KOREA DURING
THE MATURING PERIOD: 1920-1936

Jong Hyeong Lee

?-

r'

M.H f
<‘*^-‘936) was bom on h^5 1864 m

M son ^Shuman and Maria Jane

at

Amencan frontier days, in this territory as the westward railroad stopped

fUi ‘‘ P good:business. They attended ^eirst Presbyterian Church in the town where/young Samuel began his preparatorywork betore he attended Hanover College. He wasra superb sLent maiorm^m

h""* "n'

“ /salutatonan. and senior^president. Under the influenceof
JS

college professor. Dr. John Batrd. his ongina/p^an to pursue his graduate ^^rkn chemistry at Johns Hopkins University had been changed, and inLad he wentto Chicago to study at the McCormick Theological Seminary, where he'^ underthe powerful sway of ^rof. TTiomas H. Skinner s didactic and polemic theology and^n more protoun^y[^Prof. Charles Hodgel^syltiSheofe^. He IvLhe« to be oB<»!«f4tg|distinguished studen;^ while embracing^e fouSonfof hisconservative reform, theology. He was foi/ally ordained in 1888 at New Alnv
m September. 1889 Franklin Ellinwood. then secretary of the Board of*t ForeignMissioi^troduced him to John T. Underwood^nejder brother of HoraceGrantUnderw^. who was already in Korea as the firs'^can Presbvtenan

h,l Lcfss?ul bus®
'’^‘P him m Korea by wnting to Ellinwood and

vminu M ff
^

a
executtve-brother. John. The board interviewed and liked the

n Ko®rer:nTi.“^^^
landed*^

of kw I

IJ^herwood was his teacher and examinerof Korean language and culture before Underwood assigned him after consulting

wlfo S marm‘°
"°«heastem territory on the Korea-China borderwnh ts mam mission station at Pyongyang, (in effect he was appointed as the firstAmerican minister to the city's Central Church in 189^In his ninfo year, he became



54
Jong Hyeong Lee Samuel A. Moffett s Reform

Korea the Maturing Period

a faculty member and the first president of the newly founded Presbyterian Seminary

laying the firm foundation during his tenure from 1902 to 1925. Also, he was the

first moderator of the Korean Presbyterian Church elected in 1907; two years later,

an unassuming Moffett became the minister for Pyongyang's Fifth Presbyterian

Church, the position which he served until 1936 when he retired and went back home.

Moffett's life as the missionary, strategist and champion of the reform theology

for the Presbyterian Church in Korea is focused in this article. I tried to examine

his directions in education, evangelism and social service, and more critically, what

sort of problems he encountered in carrying out his reform theologx and the mission

activities His reform movement was the phenomenal success in the annals of the

American Protestant Movement and reached maturity in the 1920-36 period.

While Moffett tried to defend the spiritual character of the mission schools, he

did that by his conservative theology; he had proven successfully in his works at the

Presbyterian Theological Semmarv as a faculty member and administrator. In 1920,

with the promise from Mrs. Cyrus McCormick to provide for the mam building of

the Seminary, the seminary curriculum was changed to a three-year course of two

terms each year, a fall and a spring semester. In the same year, a doctrinal basis

of the seminary was drawn up and adopted, which reOected the theology of the majonty

of the missionaries, including Moffett. Adopting the historic standards set by the

Presbyterian Church' as its sundard of instriiciion m all essentials of doctrine and

polity the Seminary declared that it stood for the docinne of the supernatural in-

spiration and innerrancy of the Bible; the Bible as the infallible rule of faith and life;

the Trinity of the Godhead; the eternal deity and true humanity of Jesus Christ, the

virgin birth. Chnst's substitutionary atonement by death on the cross, his bodily resur-

rection and ascension and his personal return, the deity and personality of the Holy

Spirit, the total depravity of human beings, salvation by faith in Christ alone, and

the bodily resurrection.^

This doctrinal basis of the Seminary at this lime was closely analyzed by Arthur

Brown in his description of the situation of the Korean Church. In his 1919 report

to the General Assembly,’ Brown indicated that the Korean Church, like Korea itself,

was passing through a period of transition, showing “itself in a religious ferment,

as the Korean Church was exposed to “a wider variety of theological thought and

Biblical interpretation” in addition to many secular interests. Brown said:

Before the Japanese annexation, the Koreans knew practically

nothing of the great outside world. The lives of the Christians were

centered in their churches. The majority of the earlier mission^ies

represented a single type of theology and religious experience^ and

the imitating Korean Christians naturally reproduced that lype.^

In the same year. Brown again wrote about the missionaries in Korea.

The typical missionary of the first quarter century after the open-

ing of this country was a man of the Puritan type. He kept the Sab-

bath, looked upon dancing, smoking, and cardplaying as sins. In

theology and biblical criticism he was strongly conservative, and

he held as a vital truth the premillenanan view of the second coming

of Christ. The higher

heresies. In most of

Britain, conservative,
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Samuel A. Moffett 's Reform Theology and His Mission in

Korea in the Maturing Period: 1920-1936

of Christ. The higher criticism and liberal theology were dangerous
heresies. In most of the evangelical churches of America and Great
Britain, conservatives and liberals have learned to live and work
together in peace; but in Korea the few men who hold "the modem
view” have a rough road to travel, particularly in the Presbyterian

group of missions.”’

As early as 1915, when Robert E. Speer visited the Korea Mission he had already
found that the Korean Church had been

trained exclusively in one theological view. Not only has it been
protected from the modem critical problems and from what would
be called at home "liberal" theological opinions, but every effort

has been made to maintain a particular type and emphasis of con-
servative theological view. Even one who might sympathize with
this view and especially with its great central convictions could
not but be fearful of the day when the tides of thought with which
we have to deal in the West break in upon the Korean Christians.

Will they have been prepared for that day ?*

Also, in May 1916, James S. Gale, a faculty member of the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, even submitted his resignation. He was considered to have
less concern about dogmatic theology” while Moffett was apparently more sure

of his Christian dogma by being “deliberately unchanging in his views and policies."

Even though Gale owed his ordination to the ministry to his close colleague Moffen
and even wrote Moffett as the hero of his The Vanguard, he disapproved of Moffett's

methods of running the seminary. He thought "its standards too low, its teaching

bad, its materials outdated, its student enrollment too numerous.” Richard Rutt later

wrote that the issue between Gale and Moffett had "eventually expanded into com-
plex alignments of theological liberals and conservatives.”’

Not only Gale, but also the Methodist Seminary challenged the conservative at-

mosphere of the Korean Church. That seminary, founded in 1910, staned a quarterly

entitled The Theological World in February of 1916 with Ryang Ju Sam as editor*

Ryang introduced higher criticism of the Pentateuch in 1916. enjoying "an atmosphere
of complete freedom";’ it was a challenge to Presbyterian theology. In response.

Moffett countered by publishing The Theological Re\iew in 1918 and placing the

editorial direction under G. Engel of the Australian Mission.

In 1922, even the Presbytenan Church in the USA had to face the wider doc-
trinal discussions. Harry E. Fosdick, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in New
York City, contended that liberals are also Christians who could not be excluded from
the Chnsiian faith. The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA in 1923
delivered a five-point doctrinal statement on biblical inerrancy, the virgin birth,

substitutionary atonement of Christ, and the bodily resurrection and miracles of Chnst.
In the same year in an entirely conservative reaction, Gresham Machen of Princeton

Theological Seminary became embroiled in the controversy by publishing Chnstiantry

and Liberalism, in which he argued that Christianity and liberalism were two distinct

and wholly different religions.
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The so-called Auburn Affirmation issued in May 1924 with 1274 clerical

signatures further proclaimed the “five central verities’* as theories, and the signers

were opposed to “any attempt (of the General Assembly] to elevate these five doc-

trinal statements to the position of tests for ordination or for good standing in our

church " The Auburn signers attacked the General Assembly, for they believed it

had attempted to commit the church to certain theories, and held that these five doc-

trines were “not the only theories allowed by the Scriptures The Auburn Affir-

mation raised issues in the home church and also in the mission afield, for there

were missionaries who signed the affirmation. William C Kerr, who had been

regarded as liberal in the Korea Mission, was one of the signers.*^

Moffett delivered a sermon about 1925*^ entitled “Charge to the Korean Church",

which directly dealt with some of these issues. Some feel, he said, that “the church

needs to be changed and revolutionized; that the old Gospel is not proper for the

ness age." But those people who insisted on preaching the new gospel to the new
age misrepresent St. Paul, for Moffett believed that F^ul. with his knowledge of

philosoph) and Roman citizenship, certainly would have been able to preach other

gospels; Paul, however, said that he should be condemned if he preached anything

but the gospel of Christ. Some thought, Moffett was told, that he w^s too conser-

vative and that he should give up some of the old traditions, but he warned the church

that “there is salvation in the old Gospel but no salvation in the new gospel. The
church flourishes and sin is forgiven when the old Gospel is proclaimed, but not

w ith the new gospel ." Moffett charged the Korean Church to preach the same Gospel

that It had received forty years before, which he delivered throughout the country.

Of the four Presbyienan Missions which worked with the Presbyterian Church
in Korea, the Canadian Presbyterians tended toward more liberal theology. In 1925.

when the Presbyterian Church of Canada merged with the Canadian Congregational

and Methodist to form the United Church of Canada, the new body took over the

field in Korea, and William Scott became chairman of the mission. He was con-

sidered to be a liberal and a critical interpreter of the Bible. He was joined by tsvo

Koreans who returned to Korea after studying in America. One of them. Cho Hi

Hyun. did not believe the whole Bible to be the Word of God; he said that there

were even some literary, historical, and scientific errors in it.‘^

Although the majority of the Korea Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the

USA was strongly conservative, the missionaries fell a spirit of unrest throughout

the church in Korea, due partly to the influence of Bolshevik and communistic ideas

and partly to the general development of the different theological thought prevalent

at the time. The mission fell obliged to make a clear testimony as to its position,

since the Korea Mission was working with Korean Christians as well as in union
with other bodies in many institutions. The Korea Mission, in its annual meeting
of July 1. 1926. felt the necessity of defining its position and stated belief that the

love for God is the first and essential condition of any effort for the improvement
of economic and social conditions, that regeneration is the first essential condition

of social advancement, that the Scripture as the inspired Word of God is the rule

of faith and practice. They believed in the miracles, the virgin birth of Christ,
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Christianity as a life founded upon a fact, the second coming of Christ, the effec-

tiveness of prayer, the supernatural character of Christianity, and they also affirmed
the doctrines of the Shorter Catechism and Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian
Church in Korea.'*

Some pan of this declaration was especially a response to social gospel and liberal

tendency of Christian theology as a whole. Edmund de Schweinitz Brunner, a represen-
tative of the International Missionary Council, surveyed the rural church of Korea
in 1927 at the request of the National Christian Council in Korea in order to report

to the Jerusalem meeting of the International Missionary Council.*’ He also dealt

with the burning social issue in Korea at the time: land ownership had been arbitranly

transferred from Koreans to Japanese in many cases, and Japanese owned over half
of the land in some of the southern counties. In one rural county, 32% of the assess-

ed property was in the hands of 120,000 Koreans, while 68% was owned by 8.000
Japanese.'" The farmers, heavily laden with higher taxes and caught up in a greater

modem economy, went into more and more debt and eventually were forced to leave

their land. He indicated that, while the evangelistic work in Korea in the past decades
had made a great inroad into reading its rural area with a self-supporting and a self-

governing rural church, there had been heavy losses in the 1920s. Although there

were other factors involved in the decrease in Church membership, he found "a close

relationship between the general economic situation and the progress of the Church.””
While Brunner found that the rural church had regular church services. Sunday
schools. Bible classes, primary schools, night schools. Daily Vacation Bible Schools,

missionary orgamzatios, and young people's societies, he advocated among other things

that agricultural specialists should be sent as missionanes to tram Koreans in this

field.''

At the Jerusalem meeting, Moffett himself raised this question in his report that

the churches and missions should pay a close attention to economic and social con-
ditions. On the other hand, from the very outset of his missionary work in connec-
tion with the Boys’ School in Seoul, Moffett sought to establish an industrial depart-

ment to help students with their vocations. As early as 1898, he was the first one
to establish the industrial department in his Boys’ Academy. About twenty years later,

he even had developed courses on agnculture, dairying, fruit growing, and the cann-

ing of fruits and vegetables in the curriculum.’^ As to the social welfare, Moffett
was equally critical about the Japanese program for oppressing and depriving the

Koreans human rights. Also, in 1894, he appealed to the Board in New York to find

a way to prevent opium traffic over the border between Korea and Manchuna. Even
as late as 1928, Moffett, as chairman of the Government Relations Committee of

the Federal Council of Protestant Missions in Korea, asked the Council to appoint
a committee "to gather informtion on the subject of the importation and use of nar-

cotics in Korea,’*2^ and the Council did exactly that, and alerted the Japanese govern-

ment. Moffett also brought to the attention of the colonial government the fact that

“the harmful results of the liquor traffic seem to be increasing,” and he requested
that efforts “be made to protect the people against the physically injurious, econom-
ically wasteful, and morally destructive evil.”^*

Moffett was profoundly interested in the issues of social welfare in Korea. He
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generally supported Brunner’s report at Jerusalem but he personally also look up

these issues in Korea. On the other hand, he also disagreed with Brunner's repx>n

on a number of statements. For instance; he believed that many of Brunner’s sugges-

tions were “based upon an entirely different conception of our Mission, of the pur-

pose and aim of mission work” from that which Moffen held.^’ Moffett said that

although they were living in a changing world, he stressed that: “what the world

needs today is just what it (has) needed through the ages, the message of redemption

from sin through the death on the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He further held

that education, reformation, social improvement, and industrial and scientific

advancement could never change the hearts of men nor be the means for the

evangelization of the world, and that such secondar> benefits accruing from the

establishment of the church could never be the basis for the appeal to man if the

church were to be the Church of Christ with “a supernatural message which has

power to regenerate men and to become the spiritual force in the life of people and

of nations.” He said that the message would transform men’s lives and meet the

needs of the modem world. Moffett firmly held in his reform dogma that their greatest

and supreme need was for an unchangeable, steadfast, confident faith in God and

in His word, and a conviction that the spiritual message constituted the preeminent

benefit of Christianity and that, if they were to secure permanent results, “the appeal

to men must be based upon this and not upon secondary benefits which appeal to

the natural man.”^‘

His reform dogma clashed with the views of some Korean theologians who had

studied overseas. To begin with, the mission did not encourage the students to go

abroad for study; many of them studied in Japan, exposed to liberal theology which

dominated the church, in contrast to the conservatism of Korea. When these students

returned to Korea, they brought this liberal influence with them. Kim Jae Joon. who
originally studied at the American-run Aoyama College in Japan (which was thought

to represent radical liberalism), went to Princeton Theological Seminary where he

was further exposed to “an antithetical atmosphere . . . because of the violent cold

war of theological ideas held by Gresham Machen.*’ When he returned to Korea,

he was not welcomed by the Presbyterian Church; he said, he “nearly choked” because

of the coldness of the church to him. and then viewed the Korean church as “canned
in orthodoxy.’’^’ Moffett believed anyone who had gone abroad before laying the firm

foundation of faith and character proved not to be an asset to the church.^®

In 1926. Nam Kung Hyuck. a graduate of Union Theological Seminary in

Virginia, was another example. He was appointed as a professor at the Presbyterian

Theological Seminary, and in 1928 he became editor-in-chief of the Theological

Revien: Nam Kung Hyuck was sympathetic with and tolerable of Kim Jae Joon. and

carried many of Kim’s articles in this journal.^’ In one of his articles he contributed

to the journal. Kim criticized the Presbyterian Theological Seminary for teaching

“a fixed and dead article” of faith by means of “indoctrination.”’®

Pak Hyung Nong was another Korean scholar who came back to Korea after

studying at both Princeton and Louisville Theological Seminaries; he also became
a professor at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary There he found that liberalism

was increasingly gaining strength, and that vanous kinds of liberal theological thought

had been freely published in
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had been freely published in several religious magazines and translations.^' He was

a moderate in his reform theology. Christianity Today reported in 1932 that the

Evangelical Fellowship of Korea was then organized to “resist any and all efforts

to lead the Korean Church away from a foundation upon which it was established."”

and to resist “the rise of modernism in the mission fields."” The staled purposes

of the Fellowship were: to maintain a witness to the truth of the Bible and to the

all-sufficient gospel of Christ; to withstand every effort towards the nationalization

of the Korean churches and missions; and. in the conflict between Chnsiiamty and

rationalism, to promote the preaching and teaching of the themes of the gospel.”

In November of 1932. one of the most influential works for understanding the

direction of the Presbyterian Church was published: Rethinking Missions: A Layman 's

Inquiry after One Hundred Years. It was drafted by one of the able Presbyterian lay

scholars, William Hocking, as chairman. Many people found that the theological

presuppositions underlying this book were not those of traditional Christian orthodoxy.

The Korea Mission of the PCUSA, composed of about 150 missionaries was greatly

concerned over the report. They were particularly worried about all-too-friendly

attitude and support that the Board of Foreign Mission showed to the report. The

Korean missionaries were dismayed and said:

The report has much in it worthy of careful consideration, especially

in the latter chapters which take up the different departments of

mission work from a practical viewpoint, but the theological basis

has so little in common with evangelical Christianity and with the

faith that brought us to the mission field, that we find ourselves

in direct opposition to a great many of the conclusions drawn and

to the suggestions made with regard to the carry ing on of the work. ”

At the conclusion of the statement. 106 missionaries in Korea, including Moffett

however, recorded their affirmative vote, two recorded their negative vote, and 22

were listed as “not voting."” Harvie Conn contended that the negative votes and

the abstentions might indicate to some real degree the strength of liberal sentiment

in the mission at the time.”

By this lime. Moffett recognized, matter-of-facily. some representatives of liberal

theology among themselves: he said to the effect: “Most of its member have been

men with a strong conviction that the Bible is the very Word ot God, the sword ot

the Spirit, and that Salvation is in none other than in Jesus Christ.”’*

The General Assembly of the Presbytenan Church in Korea in 1934 saw “one

of the stormiest sessions" in its 23-year history when it accused one pastor. Kim

Young Joo. of denying the Mosaic authorship of Genesis and another pastor. Kim

Choon Pai. of “relativizing" Paul’s comment on women. Kim Choon ftii called upon

the Church to recognize the role of women and their leadership and of harking back

to “custom of two thousand years ago."” The General Assembly also saw a north

and south split in the church loom up when five southern presbyteries threatened

to withdraw from the General Assembly. For several years the church in the south

had not been satisfied with the northern domination in the General Assembly due

to the greater strength of the church in the north.*® while those in the north
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comended tha. ^e dissatisfaction was fostered by libera] groups of ministers and elderswho tried to break up the orthodox witness of the Korean Church When the
General Assembly adjourned, it looked as if the southern groups would meet separately
the next year and organize their own assembly.^

srai.o'^n

' “id "Pyongyang was to become the center of the largest mission
sution n the world great churches and 65,000 believers in the city and outsia-

mer^h Z Z 7 ^ ^,000 Communicant
members in the Seoul area provinces, while there were 50,000 in a population of
equal size in the area around Pyongyang.

By 1938 about 80% of the churches and Christians in the PCUSA mission ler-
niory were ,n the north, and about 75% of all the more than 600.000 Protestant
Christians were in the north.

Moffett returned home from the General Assembly feeling that a crisis ^vas upon
the church - a crisis which might lead to division or which, if met in the sp^t
and power of the Lord, might “lead to a deepened sense of the Headship of Christ
of the unity of believers and of the preciousness of faith in the true God Thushe and three other missionaries representing three other missions which had con-
n^tion w.^ the Presbytenan Church of Korea called a "Retreat" of about forty Korean
church ieade^ and ten missionaries “to earnestly entreat God to give to all members
of the Church a spirit of forgiveness, reconciliation and love, and of mutual esteen

"
and to study God s word together and pray over the situation in the hopes of bring-
ing about a reconciliation."*^

^

R Chungju, November

!
934. Bruce Hunt reports that it looked at first as though the retreat wouldgo on the rocks because some desired to discuss the issues directly.** In the end

however, they adopted the original program of prayer and Bible study.**

There were many opportunities for discussion and an interchange
of views. Men from the Southern and Northern extremes of the
country went back feeling that they understood each other bener
and that the supposed issues were not fundamental issues at all but
arose out of a long-standing quarrel in the Seoul Presbytery.*^

Moffett wrote that every man present received a new vision of the possibilities ofellowship with his Lord and with his brethren in the Lord.** The Seoul Presbyterywas not satisHed with the conclusion of the retreat and acted to cease all of its oblig^
lions to the General Assembly.*’ ®

he
‘h" ‘Church were far from what they shouldbe and that quarrels ^d division within the churches were common. He took another

mitiative to resolve the issue: he and seven other missionaries, representing the four

^rheld P'-esbyterian pastors. It

One h H ?“T P"' ‘ °f ‘he missionaries."

tL trn hf h
f™"’ s'-eO' section of Korea and on all sides

r ‘ f missionaries. For five days, “they search-

m tS^ " h
‘‘"h ‘h" hinderances tLt were

on a^valJio rh“' "h h
emphasis was put

loyaltj to Christ and dependence upon the Holy Spirit for power.’' Moffen vUs
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one of the leaders of the session in this retreat. L. T NewlanH nf a u
pastors went back to their churches "with hearts knit together, their ^-es^shf^'clear of selfishness and prejudices, and with their soul’s aglow for ChrUt and theirunsaved countrymen/’^ Moffett saw "the quite evident prefence o[^ HoirSpinV’

that
gatherings affected the whole churf^h so

^f!sit
overcoming the conditions which threatened

>935 General Assembly of the PCK voted that no man who held thedocumentary hypothesis of the Pentateuch was fit to hold office as a Preshvienanmmster, and also voted to oppose the ordination of women as either elders or pitots «

ti^slat^ by *e Korean Methodist Church on account “of the theological liberal^expressed within its pages."” They asked the Presbytenan translators ^d contnbutorsto j^ssue a statement promising that they would retract the work they had contributed

PrJtr
of repnnung"” and advised presbyteries to mvesjate

Presbyterian ministers who had worked on that publication.

^nder the auspices of the Presbytenan Theological

h
preparing a new commentary on the Bible which thcvhoped would help to "strengthen faith in the Word of Go?’ and wh.h^ designedw combat the injurious effects of the Abingdon Commentary.’’” The General

MaTa?i ” the books ofjL ami

olrle A r'f
Bible Commentan on Mark written byCharles A. Clark. Moffen declared his own sentiments:

' ^
point of view in this commentary is what we commony

c^l conservative." The writers of the commentary believe thewhole Bible to be the inspired Word of God. the only infallible
rale of faith and practice. They do not believe that some parts of^e Bible are the Word of God, while other parts of it are not. They
be leve that some parts of the Bible are of more value than others

ihl.^n' ^ authors, and
that dll pans are what God wanted His people to have.

e

commentary, moreover, not only believe
thauhe whole Bible is the Book of books, and the very Word ofGod. they also believe that the system of truth taught in the Bible
IS well summanzed in the Westminster Confession of Faith and the
Catechisms of the Presbytenan Churches. These standards constitute
the creed of the Presl^terian Church of Korea, and the authors of
this commentary believe in this creed because they believe it is
taught m the Word of God. The authors believe that the Bible com-
pletely sustains the anicles of the creed. While there are passagesm the Bible which, if taken alone, would seem to contradict parts
of this system, these passages are always found to have an inter-
pretation which harmonizes with the other teachings of Scnpture
and which supports our Westminster standard.”



62 Jong Hyeong Lee

This was MofTeit’s lifelong position and. more appropriately, his fundamental reform

theology for the Korean Church which he firmly helped to establish.

Defender of Mission Control: The Relation to the Korean Church

The Mission, as an agent of the Board of Foreign Missions

for organizing and administering the work on the field, is not a

permanent institution but a necessary organization in the first stages

of evangelization, which aims to build up as soon as possible an

indigenous church, which shall be self-propagating, self-supporting

and self-governing, and prepares and encourages the native church

to complete the work of evangelization in the mode best suited to

its own national genius,

Thus the Manual of the Board of Foreign Missions of PCUSA for 1927 described

the relation of the mission to the church on the field. As described earlier. Moffett

helped establish a self-propagating and self-supporting Korean Church. He was instru-

mental in gaining permission of the four Presbyterian Boards to organize the one
Presbyterian Church. When the first seven Korean ministers were ordained. Moffett

handed over the position of pastor of the Central Church of Pyeongyang to one of

them. Kil Sun Chu.

As to the relationship of the missionaries to the Korean Church. Moffett made
provisions in the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in Korea, which he drafted.

The missionaries retained their connection with their home churches and were sub-

ject to their jurisdiction and discipline. However, they became members of the

presbyteries and General Assembly of the Korean church with the latter’s consent,

but not subject to their discipline, until such time as two-ihirds of the missionaries

should decide to withdraw from the Korean Church, at which time all the missionaries

should withdraw.*' Thus all of the ordained missionaries held their dual member-
ship as members of the Korean Church and their membership in their home
presbyteries, still remaining under their jurisdiction.*^ Thus missionaries could be

and were elected moderators of the Korean presbyteries and the General Assembly.

After the General Assembly was organized in 1912. a minority of the missionaries

took the position in 1913, through the Presbyterian Council, to withdraw their

membership. The General Assembly of 1914 acted on this issue on request and decided

to vote it down.*’ Indeed, a missionary was elected Moderator of that General
Assembly. Some missionaries were not happy about the issue, and they did not bother

to attend the meetings regularly. Moffett took the more open and moderate position

saying that while the missionaries were members of the presbyteries and General
Assembly of the Korean Church, it was essential that they should attend the meetings.*^

When some missionaries brought the matter up again in 1916, the General Assembly,
under Moffen's leading influence, exhorted the missionaries to be more faithful in

their attendance and panicipation in the General Assembly.*’

Some missionaries wished to withdraw from the courts of the church and into

the mission where they could not completely control the Iheologial seminary,
academies. Bible institutes, and colleges. The Presbyterian Theologial Seminary w^s
under the control of the Board of Directors, composed of missionaries, representatives
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of the four cooperating Presbytenan Missions. Moffen took the initiative and the Boarxl
of Directors recommended in 1916 that the Presbyterian Council request the General
Assembly to nominate three Koreans to the Board of Directors in 1917. It was an
important step for the Korean Church to participate in the management of the
theological education. The Board also recommended in 1916 that they take steps
towards the selection of Korean members of the faculty as soon as suitable men were
available.^* In 1918, Moffett invited Kil Sun Chu, one of the first seven graduates
of the Seminary and then the pastor of the Central Church of Pyongyang, to “deliver
a course of lectures on lessons from ten years in the pastorate.’*®’ Also, for the first
time in 1923. Kim Sun Chu was appointed as the first Korean Assistant Professor
for the Seminary. Moffen made these decisions as the President of the Seminary.

In 1919, the March 1st Independence Movement imprisoned Kim Sun Chu, the
Moderator of the General Assembly. Moffen, then the Vice-Moderator, was elected
Moderator to succeed him, after five ballots, to ride out another great crisis of the
Korean Church. He was the last foreign missionary moderator to this day. In 1920.
the General Assembly showed the evident capacity for self-government of the church;
for the first time. It elected ail of the officers of the Assembly from among the
Koreans. The Assembly also appointed a committee for revision of its constitution
It was to include a section defining the relations of the Western missionary to the
church. By this time the missionanes were being cniicized because of their ambiguous
position of belonging to two churches, yet not being under the discipline of the Korean
Church:

When the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea
was organized. It became independent of and does not belong to
any of the four Presbytenan Churches. How can you become
members of the Presbyteries and General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Korea without being transferred from your
home Presbytenes and Mission Boards? While it is natural that you
belong to the Korean Church when you become members of the
church, how can you say that you are not subject to its discipline?
That is why you don’t regard the Korean Church as brother or fellow
church, but as savage or subject to you. So repent! Having begun
in the Spini, are you now made perfect by the flesh?’®

Han Suk Chin, one of Moffett’s early co-workers, often criticized the missionanes
regarding their relation to the Korean Church: It was not right that the missionaries,
while retaining membership in their home presbyteries and General Assemblies, acted
as if they had the extraterritorial right (i.e.. special privileges) in the mission field.
Since they came to this country for mission and evangelization, they should hand
in credentials from their Mission Board to the Presbytery in the area where they were
to work and should pledge to obey the constitution of the church and to be subject
to its discipline and to be reappointed by the Presbytery.”

When the new constitution of the church was prepared by the General Assembly’s
Committee of fourteen - eight Koreans and six missionaries - Moffett look the
position of a matured realist with his persistent reform theology. He commented:
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So far ihe Koreans have been opposed lo our severing our connec-
lion with ihe Korean Presbyteries and Assembly, but for the last
two years we missionaries have been discussing the advisability
of withdrawing, leaving the General Assembly to decide what, if

any. relation should there be provided for. The relationship which
has existed in Korea can exist only if desired and approved b>' the
native church. It could not be imposed upon the church by the mis-
sionary body.’^

The nse of nationalism following the Independence Movement caused the mjssionaries
to discuss more actively their relationship to the Korean Church. Moffett felt that
the desire of the Koreans was the key element for the survival and success of the
Korean Church.

The new consiiiuiion was adopted unanimously at the 1922 General Assembly.
It defined the relationship of the Western missionaries to the Presbytenan Church
in Korea. The missionary- should bring from the authorities of his mission a cer-
tificate of introduction in order to be enrolled as a member of a presbytery. When
the presbytery assigned ecclesiastical responsibility to him. he would acquire the right
to vote; otherwise, he had no vote. Any missionary taken in as a member of the
presbytery should obey the ordinances of the church and should be subject to its
discipline.’^

When Roben E. Speer visited the Korea Mission in 1926. he commented on
the singularly happy relationship between the mission and the Korean Church.

The ordained missionaries were all members of the presbyteries and responsible to
them for their assignment and work on the same basis with the Korean pastors. He
found that as all evangelistic and primary- school work was supported by the Korean
Church, there had been no quesuon as to the transfer to the church of the administra-
tion of foreign funds.’^

On the other hand. Robert E. Speer drafted in 1926 a repon evaluating the mis-
sionary works in Japan and China, in which Moffen observed that "not more than
five out of forty Chinese in attendance upon the National Christian Council in China"
were supported by the Chinese Church. The leaders of the anti-foreign feeling were
the foreign-paid pastors in the cities. Moffett commented that it was a "pity to have
the leadership of the Chinese Church so largely in the hands of foreign supported
men. neither in sympathy with nor in touch with the real church and yet assuming
to be the spokesmen for and the leaders of the church.’’” Moffett thought the leaders
of the National Chnsiian Council in China were not helping the church by elevating
such men to positions of leadership. He hoped to see "the development of a few
outstanding pastors as leaders of the Church, men of ability, spiritual power, and
a conviction bom of experience, with a program for buildmg up the Chinese Church
as a self-reliant, self-supponing church with enthusiasm for aggressive evangelism.”

When Moffett found in China that the Chinese demanded control of funds and
p^ers^of administration, he held that "in its present state of dependence upon foreign
aid. the church was not justified in its demands. He said he feared "the danger that
the control of funds and institutions fell into the hands of men who. lacking the spiritual
qualifications for office in the church, yet have an education and an executive ability
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supenor to the pastors and elders who constitute the church courts with whom the
power of review and control should rest."”

When he said that, he was probably telling his own experience in Korea raising
these problems. While he belived that the leaders of the Korean Church were spiritually

qualified to be leaders of the self-supporting church, yet he and the mission still held
all the control of funds and power of administration of the institutions in their own
hands, on the grounds that they were supponed by churches in America. However,
this situation also changed, when the new constitution of Pyongyang College, adopted
in 1920, placed the General Assembly representatives, the alumni, and other Koreans
in charge of the management of the college. Moffen. the president of the college,
said that he was glad that the constitution was a necessary forward step and "at the
same time safeguards our rights in the property and also the character of the institu-

tion."’*

In the same year, S. I. Proctor, a missionary of the United Church of Canada,
wrote in behalf of his mission; "The time has come when we should seriously con-
sider having the whole of our mission work, including finances, handled by a joint
committee of the Korean Presbyteries and the Mission, with equal representation."”
He indicated that the Koreans, who knew the conditions and needs of their people
far better than the missionaries did, had no voice in deciding financial matters, educa-
tional. and evangelistic matters."*® When objections were raised that Koreans were
not yet capable of handling such problems as came up in regard to policy and
administration and that they only wanted mission money, Proctor replied that the
Korean Presbyteries were as efficiently conducted as those in Western lands, and
added. "We ought to rejoice that they can do without us. for if we have outlived
our usefulness, we ought to be willing to leave Korea.""' To be sure, he partly echoed
the ideas of Moffett’s autonomous church in Korea.

John Mott, Chairman of the International Missionary Council, visited Korea and
held a conference December 28-29. 1925. with sixty Christian leaders. After he gave
an address on the current world situation, he asked for a general discussion of the
problems the Korean Church confronted to bring them to the attention of the for-

thcoming meeting of the International Missionary Council to be scheduled at Jerusalem
in 1928. He found an improved relationship between the missionaries, and Korean
church leaders was one of the topics.*^ In the discussion, it was found that the early
missionaries and the first converts had been bound together by strong personal affec-
tion and mutual dependence through intimate personal contact, and that with later

missionaries the preconceived ideas gained from reading out-of-date descriptions of
Korean conditions, the self-contained activities of the larger missionary community,
and the greater complexity of the work were barriers to a mutual understanding. The
wish was expressed that the missionaries should become more Koreanized, follow-
ing the example of Paul, who became all things to all men.*^

Most of the Korean delegates praised what the missionaries had done for the
Korean church. Han Suk Chin also joined them in appreciation of the contribution
of the missionaries, and then added; "I think, however, the present methods of their

work and their thought are by no means helpful, rather harmful, to the advance of
the church. Pointing to the elderly Presbyterian missionaries, he continued; "My
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deep appreciation goes to these missionaries who came to our country' to work so
hard as to get their hair gray. Nou that they have done all that they could do. the
best thing they can do for Korea is now to go back to their own country or to go
to heaven." As Moffett rose to respond to this remark, Han was reported to have
said; “Rev. Moffett, you had better leave this country very soon, or you will be nothing
but a great harm to this country. Pardon me. but I say this because I love him and
he has been my co-worker and friend from the beginning.""^ Han's biograher, Chae
Pil Keun, further suggested that Chung In-Kwa. who was interpreting for Moffett,
dared not translate exactly what Han said, but offered an indirect and a partial
interpretation

.

When the International Missionaiy' Council was to meet at Jerusalem in 1928.
the National Christian Council in Korea, meeting in Seoul in 1927. elected four
Methodists and one Preslwienan as delegates. The Presbyterian members at the NCCK
reported it to their mission meeting with a “feeling of resentment"; the representa-
tion seemed unbalanced. If our church is to be really represented, or our view
presented, some more adequate means of expression must be found. With Mott’s
permission. Moffett was appointed at the meeting of the National Christian Council
to be a coopted delegate without voting power. Chun Sung Chun, a contemporary
historian, writes;

One reason the Methodists could supply more adequate delegates
than the Presbyterians was that their leaders had been educated in

America and could speak English. In fact. James K. Chung and
Keung Soon Oh. two of the Presbyterian nominees to the Jerusalem
council, were the only Korean Presl^terians who knew the English
language. It is probable that this feet was the basis of their election.®^

As early as 1919, Frank Smith had criticized Presbyterian missionaries in Korea,
for not allowing Koreans to go abroad for education, and indicated that there was
only one foreign-trained Presbyterian. He was named Pack, and was a teacher in
Seoul.” Smith said that Pyeongyang missionaries, including Moffett, were “believers
in the literal inspiration of the Bible — in the second coming — etc. They don’t like
Koreans to go abroad lest they become contaminated. At the best these men are only
half educated."” Moffett found that there were seventeen*® Asians, including Yun
Chi Ho. a Korean Methodist, present at the World Missionary Conference at Edin-
burgh in 1910. representing and talking about their own churches. While Moffen
himself had advocated the “world church." when he relumed to Korea, he foiled
to prepare the leaders of the Korean Church for that world church.

Probably the first Korean Presbyterian who attended an international church
meeting was Chong Soon Lim. Representing the Presbyterian Church of Korea at
the Alliance of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian System held at Pittsburgh
in 1921, he addressed the Alliance in his Korean language, with Herbert E. Blair,
a missionary of the PCUSA, as interpreter. It was "the first occasion when a delegate"
from Korea went to that Council.” James K. Chung, General Secretary of the Korea
Sunda> School Association, and a Presbyterian who was not even "a member of the
Presbyterian Church in Korea"*- attended the Jerusalem meeting of the International
Missionary Council. He w-as not reported to have said anything in the conference.
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and we record our readiness lo transfer these institutions to Korean

control jusi as rapidly as proves to be possible and wise and

desirable. To the accomplishment of this we favor the appoint-

ment of Korean members on the Board of Directors of these

institutions'®'.

In 1935. after thirty-five years of teaching in the Presbyterian Theological

Seminar)'. Moffett wanted to be “relieved of further service because of the many
changes in the language" and of his own "loss of keenness of heanng." But he felt

as Chairman of the Board of Directors he could continue "in touch with the work
and problems of the Seminary"'®- As President of the Board of Trustees and member
of the Executive Committee of the Union Chnstian College, he helped McCune operate

the college. Moffett had the oversight of the Eastern circuit of thirty-four'®^ churches.

As their “founder." he had the oversight of the fifty primary schools of his station.

He said he tried to “transfer the leadership to local pastors, elders or patrons of the

schools" but the Koreans were often loath to take the responsibilities involved.

Defender of the Faith; Shrine Issue

With the victory over China and Russia in two wars, the Japanese government

felt the need for a sute religion, and in 1911 issued orders that all pnmary' school

pupils throughout Japan should attend the shrines. When they declared war on
Germany in August of 1914, the Japanese government commanded the Japanese to

offer the prayer for victory and speedy restoration of peace at all the 49,000 shrines

in Japan. While the government encouraged shrine worship, it did not force such

worship immediately, partly because the Christians opposed it and the Buddhists did

not like it, and partly because the constitution of the country guaranteed religious

freedom.'®* In the early 1930s. with a revival of Japanese militansm and “the spirit

of Japan." Japanese expansion policy to Chinese mainland saw the revival of Shin-

toism and they established in every town in Japan the “Shinto Shrine." which was

dedicated to the Sun-goddess. Amaterasu, who was believed to be the ancestor of

the Japanese Emperor, and they obligated all children to worship at the shrine.'®’

In Korea, there had been few Shinto shnnes before 1930. After that, the Japanese

colonial government ordered Shinto shrines to be erected all over Korea. At the General

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Korea in 1932, an action was taken that

the Japanese authoniies should be advised that “students of church schools shall not

attend the sJirine worship and other ceremonies." The General Assembly also

appointed a committee of S. A. Moffen, Cha Jae Myeng, and Yu Ik Kyeom to com-
municate with the government on the action of the Assembly.'®^ There was some
relief. When a new Shinto shrine was erected in Pyongyang in 1935 on a high hill

inside the wall, government officials and government school children were required

to attend the ceremonies, but the public and pupils in private schools were not forced

to attend. On November 14. 1935. the Governor at Pyongyang invited George S.

McCune. president of the Union Christian College and principal of the Pyongyang
Boys’ Academy (Korean name Soong Sil) and Miss Velma L. Snook, principal of

the Pyongyang Girls' Academy (Soong Eui) to attend in his office the usual con-
ference of educational leaders of the province. At the opening of the conference.
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SAMUEL A MOFFETT (1864-1939)

Samuel A. Moffett was born in Madison, Indiana in 1 864, and graduated from Hanover College,
Indiana, and McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, He was commissioned as one of the
pioneer missionaries by the Northern Presbyterian Church. U S A., to Korea and arrived in Korea
on his 26th birthday, January 25, 1 890.

After his arrival in Seoul, while engaging in language study, he also directed and upgraded into a
school an orphanage for boys which had been founded by the Rev. Horace G. Underwood in 1886.
In 1 893, after three years of shorter preparatory trips, he moved permanently into the northern
provinces of Korea, establishing long-term residence in Pyengyang and laying the foundations for
a mighty work of the Holy Spirit throughout the entire northern half of the country Through
strategic planning and wide itineration he raised up a growing network of village and city

churches, established a Bible training class system for all believers and served, himself, as pastor
of the Centra! Presbyterian Church of Pyengyang until 1907. He was elected to be the first

moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Korea at its organizing Presbytery in September, 1907

Moffett, a strong proponent of education for Christians, founded several hundred primary schools
for the children of believers and in 1901 he started the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in his
living room in Pyengyang with two students. The first seven graduates were ordained in 1907, He
served as president of the seminary until 1 924. Among many other early Christian institutions

established by him and his missionary colleagues was a Christian Academy for young men which
evolved into the first Christian college in Korea, Soongsil. Moffett served as its president from
1918 to 1928.

Moffett was very sympathetic to the movement for Korean independence from Japan which had
annexed Korea in 1910, His well-known opposition to efforts by the Japanese colonialist powers
to subjugate worship of the triune God to the deified Japanese emperor through forced attendance
of Christians at the Shinto shrines led eventually to his being driven from Korea on four hours’
notice in 1 936 after 46 years in Korea.

Two of his children also became renowned missionaries in Korea until their retirement. The Rev,
Dr. Samuel H. Moffett was a church historian at the Korean Presbyterian Seminary while Dr
Howard F. Moffett, M.D., was for many years Director of the Tongsan Presbyterian Hospital in

Taegu, Korea. The contributions of the Moffett family to the Presbyterian Church of Korea cannot
be easily forgotten.
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