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riDu. jToster's Hviaries.

INSIDE AVIARY OR BIRD ROOM.

Building 30ft. long, 15ft. wide, Sft. high ; brick on

one side and end, others glass and corrugated iron
;

also roof part glass and iron, all lined with felt and

wood ; ventilator on the top ; and part of the glass

front opens out. I have two rows of 4in. hot water

pipes for use in winter. This place is divided into

eight separate aviaries about Sft. by 4ft. by Sft. high
;

there is a slate trough runs right through the whole

and water is changed every day from tap. Food in

separate boxes with glass fronts ; a portion of each

aviary contains sand gravel and soil ; the whole floor

is concrete and a portion of each is covered with good

pine sawdust changed every Saturday. I use all

enamelled dishes for soft food.

One division contains a splendid Shama ; 2nd.

Norwich Canaries
;

3rd, Yorkshires ;
4th, Avadavats,

Waxbills, Bengalese
;
5th, Weavers, Orange Bishops,

Napoleons, Mannikins, Ribbon Finches; the one in

corner on the left contains insectivorous birds, viz.,

Red-breasted Troupial, American Blue Robin, Mada-

gascar Weaver, two Saffron Finches, two Red-crested

Cardinals, Crested Mynah, two Military Troupials ; in

the end one seen in photo, are Java Sparrows, the

other Budgerigars and a Parson Finch.



The cages contain a fine Amazon Parrot, 2 Black-

headed Conures, Ring-necked Panakeet, Rosella, and

2 Orange-flanked Parrakeets which talk. It is very

interesting to sit and watch them. There is a sink

with water laid on, all shown in the photo. Some of

these birds I have had as long as ten years ; I lost in

the monk this year a good Goldfinch mule I had had

over twelve years.

OUTSIDE AVIARY.

24ft. long, 9ft. wide, 8ft. high, with inner covered

shed i6ft. long, 5ft. wide, 7ft. high, with Acme ven-

tilator on the top which is always open. The outer

and inner aviary is divided into two equal portions

and water is laid on to a trough in the centre ; one

end is protected from winds b\' glass shutters and the

whole is covered with Jin. mesh wire. One portion

contains a pair of Golden Pheasants, three Thrushes,

Brown Linnets, Greenfinches, Doves, Chaffinches and

Siskins ; the other a pair of Golden Pheasants, four

Starlings, Thrush, Larks, Yellowhammers, Siskins,

Linnets, Goldfinches, Cliaffinches, Partridges, a pair

of Californian Ouails, and Bramblefinches. These

birds all agree very well together, allhough the

Thrushes have a slight flourish now and again ; I

have bred the Golden Pheasants in the aviary. I

had it planted with shrubs, but they soon destroyed

them, leaving bare stumps. I got a quantil\' of heather

and made a shady corner at the back, and it makes

good cover for them ; some of them have nested but

not hatched out. They stop out all the winter and

have done so for two or three vears.
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By Miss Theodora Sayvvelt^.

This last suuiuier I have been rather successful in

breeding foreign birds.

With two pairs of green Budgerigars I have eight

pairs of young, not losing any. They were fine

healthy little things and very tame. On my coming

to feed them every morning they would fly to the

aviary doors to meet me, making a chorus of sound

enough to deafen one. They were very fond of bread

and milk, and this I give them fresh every day in

addition to the ordinary seed. Next summer I hope to

be as successful with the yellow Budgerigars, as they

are, I think, much prettier than the green.

In another partition a pair of Zebra Finches

made me a present of three young ones ; two of them

flourished well and grew up strong and healthy. The

third however was a weakly little thing, so I took it

into the hou.se when it grew older and kept it in a box

cage. It became a most delightful pet, and so tame

that it would eat from my hand, without the slightest

sign of timitlity. One day when it was taking seed

from my fingers, our cat crept up without my being

aware of its proximity and with one spring caught

the little thing in its mouth. I rescued it again, but

alas ! too late, it was dead. At that moment I could

liave killed the cat with pleasure, but on reflection,

calmer thoughts prevailed. This however was my
only mishap, so I think on the whole, I have been

verv fortunate.





ITbc (Slncen MhvDab.
(Vidua legia.J

By WESr.EY T. Page, F.Z.S.

This species, to my mind, one of the finest of this

interesting group, is of a handsome and striking

appearance ; its well contrasted plumage of black,

tawny, white and buff being very glossy, silken, and

rich in colour. Its fine caudal plumes (about sin.)

are bare for almost three parts their length, the re-

maining portion being webl^ed on both sides the shaft,

and are of a racquet- or paddle-shaped form ; this is

clearly brought out in Mr. Goodchild's characteristic

line drawing. In the Western Aviary at the Zoo. there

are several of these striking birds in the enclosure

devoted to Whydahs, where they have a fine and

striking appearance as they disport themselves among

the branches in both a graceful and fascinating man-

ner. It is very noticeable when comparing them with

V. paradisea, that the flight is not so heavy and that

their long tails do not impede their flight to any appre-

ciable extent. They have not much song to boast of,

but what there is of it, is not so scratchy in tone as that

of the majority of this group. It has an exceptionally

fine appearance in an outdoor aviary among growing

plants and bushes.

Plumage: Adult male. In full colour, has the

crown, back, wing coverts, secondaries and four cen-

tral tail feathers, velvety-black ; outer tail feathers,

brown with a white spot near the end of inner web
;

primaries and primary coverts, brown edged with'

whitish ; there is a tawny band or collar round the

back of the neck ; the sides of neck, cheeks, and under

surface of body, warm tavvuy-buff; sides, flanks, and



thighs, dark tawny ; sides of vent and under tail

coverts, black; there is a tuft of white on the flanks,

and the under wing coverts are also white; iris, nut

brown ; beak, legs and feet, red. Total length i2in.

Adult female. This is very similar to its near

relative the Paradise Whydah, but lacks the reddish-

buff crown and eyestreak of V. paiadisea, the crown is

whitish, streaked with dusky and brown.

Young : Nearly uniform brown ; lower surface of

body, eyebrow, ear coverts and sides of face, buffish-

yellow. (Stark).

The adult male out of colour closely resembles

the female, but is a little larger.

Habitat: From Colesberg in Cape Colony to the

Zambesi river, Damara Land and Benguela. From the

Vaal river to the Zambesi. (vStark).

Habits : According to the various reports of Field

Naturalists and travellers it frequents gras.sy plains

and marshy ground interspersed with groves of trees

and bushes. They are polygamous and each male is

accompanied by from ten to twenty females. At this

period the males are very pugnacious, constantly

chasing and fighting one another. More active birds

than V. paradisea.

Mr. Townsend who exhibited a fine pair of this

species at L-C.B.S. Show, Horticultural Hall, found

them timid and restless in a cage, but improving

somewhat in this respect later. Also the male was

very lavish in the mornings with his little if not

lovely song. This may be their demeanour in the

cage, but it certainly is not so in the aviar}', those

already mentioned at the Zoo. do not appear to mind

visitors in their enclosure in the least, and are far



7

more active and in evidence than their congeners V.

paradisea.

Diet : It is scarcely necessary to mention this in

Bird Noies, bnt canary, white and spray millet, a few

oats, green food (flowering grass, lettuce, etc.) and a

few mealworms or other insects as obtainable will

about fill up their simple bill of fare.

Popular or Dealers' names : These are too often a

" delusion and a snare," for while Shaft-tailed Wliydah

is the name dealers give to V. paradisea, yet that is the

appellation which Stark (Birds of Africa) gives to this

species. Racquet-tailed Whydah is better and equally

descriptive, but I prefer the name appearing at head

of this paper, and which is that adopted by the Zoo-

logical Societv.

Ma^^erin05 \\\ the %oo.
By J. E. R. MCDONAGH, M.R.C.S., F.Z.S.

As it is some time since last I wrote I propose in

this issue to mention a few of the most important

additions to the Zoological Gardens recently.

The Gardens are just as interesting, if not more

so, at this time of year, as far as the birds are

concerned, for most are in their best plumage, and

others have dofifed their winter wear, and comparing

this with the summer season it is often hard to realise

that the birds are the same. This is illustrated most

effectually in the Gull Aviary, where it will be noticed

that the Black-headed Gulls have 'no longer black

heads, and many people are ignorant of the fact that

the Gull which, has in recent years, since about 1896,

visited London, and amused hundreds of spectators on
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Blackfriars and other bridges is the Gull in question,

without his black cap.

How does he lose his summer head gear ? Not as

most believe by moulting, nor by extraction of the

black pigment by cells which MeichnikofF has

described in other instances, as phagocytes, but by

the black tips of the white feathers falling off iu this

season, and the way he regains his summer coat is by

a spring moult, when he sheds his " betipped" white

ones and grows a pure white feather again with a

triangular patch of black at its end.

Adjoining the Gull aviary, in the Seal pond, is a

white variety of the Black-footed Penguin, not a pure

albino as his wings are a normal colour, also his tail,

pupils and irides are not red, this anomaly being quite

common in the bird world, and is often seen in

pheasants.

Opposite the Seal pond, and between the Monkey

house and the Bear pit, is a new enclosure for birds,

to be opened in the spring. Outside are cages not

unlike those at the back of the Parrot house. Inside

there are large cages on either side, like those fre-

quented by the Birds of Paradise, etc., in the Insect

house, and in the middle of the room, in three rows,

are arranged smaller cages amounting to sixty-four.

Some more smaller cages exist on the two narrow walls.

The place is to be lighted by gas. A pity it is not electric

light, as then perhaps Humming Birds might be

induced to live with us.

Another alteration, which is at the same time a

good improvement is under way, it is the enlarge-

ment forwards of the Kite aviary to about the same

length as the original cages b}^ the refreshment house.



Ill the Kestrel aviary a little farther on, past the

small Mammal house, is an excellent specimen of the

Greenland Falcon and a Peregrine Falcon caught in

Cornwall, a bird not at all common in England.

Going now to the Crows' aviary can be seen the

young Crested Screamers, which, although are not

yet as big as their parents, have adopted the adult

plumage, except the crest. In the same aviary is a

white eye-browed Guan, a bird not often to be seen

in the Gardens. With few exceptions the Guans are

confined to the South American Continent and pro-

bably the word " Guan " is a local name.

Proceeding now to the Western aviary one will

find a specimen oi th&'Ksigw, Rhinochetus J2ibahis, from

New Caledonia. It is a rare bird, but the Gardens

have been the possessor of one before, when Mr.

Bartlett detected in it an afiinity to Eurypyge, Sun-

Bittern, which anatomical investigation proved to be

correct, since the original describers regarded it first

as a Heron and then as a Crane. Kagu is a native

name.
It is rather a long-legged bird, slightly larger

than an ordinar}' fowl. It walks quickly then suddenly

halts and stares at you with its large eyes, and at the

same time erects its crest. It is generally of a light

slate colour, paler beneath, bright red bill and legs.

A Sun Bittern happens to be present in the same

aviary, but except for being barred on its wings, and

the coverts and tail being not unlike a Sun Bittern,

there is practically no otlier resemblance.

A bird also worth noticing is the Double-striped

Thicknee, CEdicuemus bisbiatus. The Parrot house

now contains the finest collection of small foreign
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finches that I have ever seen, and there are many
varieties which are never to be seen at shows. To
mention all these would take up too much space.

Ending with the Insect house, one would not fail

to be struck with loveh' specimens of rare birds to be

seen. First must be mentioned the White-bellied

Ameth3'st Starling from Gambia, presented b}^ Dr.

Hopkinson, and this is the first occasion when the

Gardens have been able to ))oast of having a specimen.

Its name is sufficient to describe the bird. In the

glass cases Sugar-birds are to be seen, but what will

please foreign bird lovers more than anything will be

the fine collection of Tanagers, although by no means

a complete one, as some of Mr. Townsend's well

known varieties are not present. The Spotted

Emerald Tanager is perhaps the best, a lovely speci-

men ; then come three Tanagers, a Maroon, Striated,

Palm, Blue-winged, All Green, Thick-billed, Violet

and Dwarf Tanagers, all from Venezuela.

In the same house is a Poe Honeyeater, Prosther-

viatodera novcs- hollaiidicc, or Parson -bird, so called

from the two tufts of curled and filamentary white

feathers hanging beneath its chin.

Po6 or Poy-bird was given by Cook's people

during the first voyage, who compared the bird's

remarkable gular tufts to the earrings worn by

Tahikans and called " Poles," as the word was then

written. " Tui' " is a common appellation. The bird

mimics well and makes a most peculiar sound,

although it is stated to be a good songster. In the

poster advertising the International Exhibition, to be

held at Christchurch, is a figure of this bird.

Another rare bird is the Green Toucan from



Venezuela, a light green all over with a dark red bill.

Finally one should notice the Two-banded Courser

from S. Africa, a bird allied to the Plovers, and an

excellent albino specimen of the Spotted Flycatcher.

Ifurtber BD^itions to m\> BirDs«uooin.

B}' Mrs. E. Warren Vkrnon.

In one of my last papers I said I had no soft bills

in my collection. This is now no longer the case. I

bought a lovely Blackcap first, he is very tame and

flies about the room, taking mealworms freely from

the hand. Am hoping he will commence singing

soon. Following him I was given a pair of White-

throats, but in such a state of raggedness. The hen

had no tail and the wing coverts were tattered and

torn. The cock has evidently had his beak bent when

young, and it gives him the most foolish and vacant

look imaginable, as he goes about with it half open.

It in no way stops his feeding. They are the dirtiest,

greediest birds I have, and am obliged to keep them

with cocoa fibre in the bottom of their cage, their feet

get in such a state.

Then at Xmas I was offered ^^5 worth of birds
;

all bird lovers will feel with me and know the delight

of going to the docks to choose birds. I went to

Hamlyn and found some nice birds. First I got an

Indian Hill-Mynah (Lesser), a pair of lovely Liothrices.

I have never seen such a lovely cock bird as this one

was, and he sings like a Thrush. He is much larger

and darker and has deep rich browny-gold feathers

under his beak. I heard him sing in the shop and

bought him at once, as once heard you can't forget
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the song. Then amongst a lot of Whydahs I saw one

black one with a red collar. He had no tail, but now
he is lovely. His tail is eight inches and still

growing and his wings are turning their light-colour.

He is a beautiful specimen of the Peiiihetria arde7is or

Red-collared Whydah. I could not obtain a hen.

I found a lovely pair of Cape Waxbills, they have

joined the others in the big cage and are lively little

things. A pair of Pin-tailed Nonpareils and a pair of

Pin-tailed Whydahs finished my bu}^ at the Docks.

I had seen a pair of Golden Orioles that had been

in England since last March, and I went to see if one

was still to be got. It was in a shocking state of

plumage, having been kept in a wire netting cage and

was very wild, but quite healthy, so I bought him.

He is now growing a tail and I have removed his

broken wing feathers, much to his disgust. He is

quite tame and lets me catch him easily. I put him
into a wooden Thrush cage and he loves the seclusion.

Feeds greedily on banana and pear and mealworms

from the hand ; I hope he will turn out a lovely bird

soon. If any of our members have ever kept one of

this species, I should be so glad if they could tell me
something of it. I have not heard of anyone at

present.

Then I got my great treasure, a pair of Golden-

crested Wrens. They are perfect dears. I gave them

a cage with cork hung up at the back and a tree to

perch on. They are never still and are very greedy.

I was grieved to find one dead, and her /!>^^/-?;/(?;7£';;i

showed that gluttony had been her undoing. I never

dared let them out, as they hid in the curtains and

were so fragile and tiny I feared to catch them in my
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is alive and very gay, doesn't mourn his wife at all,

but as it is not good for man to live alone I am going

to get him another mate. They used to sleep iu the

most extraordinary way I have ever seen, with their

tiny heads under or among each others wings and

feathers. It was quite impossible to tell if it was one

or two birds cuddled together in the highest perch in

the cage. Have been very lucky with my birds

except for one terrible catastrophe that happened the

day before I was leaving home. When I went out to

my aviary I found eight dead bodies. There did not

seem to be any way for vermin to have got in, and

the only conclusion I came to was that, either an Owl
had clung to the sides and so terrified the birds they

had dashed themselves to death, or it might have been

a grey squirrel, as we are infested with these pests.

Our neighbour, the Duke of Bedford turned down, I

think 2,000, and now all the pretty little English red-

coated squirrels are killed, all our wild birds' eggs are

eaten, and they destroy all the trees, eat young birds

and even rabbits.

Before the summer I hope to have put my new
aviaries up. They will be in a warm, due south,

walled in garden, where no wind ever comes, and I

hope to do great things with a modicum of that won-
derful thing called " luck."

A friend came back from Sierra L,eone and brought

me a Grey African Parrot and three Red and Green
lyove-birds. The former is very cross and swears in

parrot language whenever I go near, except to feed

him. I do not, I must confess, care for parrots much,
but still I hope he will learn to talk in time.
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cages ; twenty cages to clean every day, and to-day

came four lovely Tanagers,—another present—one

Blue, one Olive, one Scarlet, and one Black. I will

write of them another time, as I feel sure I shall bore

my readers if I continue this paper any more now.

Zbc National iGirD Show.

Those interested in Foreign Birds, and wishing to

see a fine collection, were certainly not disappointed

at the 4Sth Crystal Palace Show, held from February

15th to 19th inclusive. A noticeable feature was the

all round excellence of the exhibits, testifying to in-

telligence and care bestowed upon them ; there being

scarcely an ill conditioned bird among them. In all

109 entries were staged, and were divided among nine

classes, three of which were for Lovebirds, Parrakeets,

Parrots, etc., judged by Mr. T. T. Camps ; the other

classes falling to the lot of Mr. Swaysland owing to

the enforced absence of Mr. Russell Humphrys.

First and foremost must be placed the Banksian

Cockatoos ; Mrs. Anningson's well known specimen

(an adult female) taking first honours and five specials
;

Sir C. LawesWittewronge taking second with a unique

pair of these birds, the adult male being an excep-

tionally fine bird, the female being rather rough.

Their owner is to be congratulated on such a unique

possession, and it is certainly to be hoped that he will

make an attempt to breed them. As many were of

the opinion that the male was a Funeral Cockatoo and

not a Banksian at all, it may be of general interest to
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give the distinguishing features of the two species.

The male Banksian is all black save for the red patch

on underside of tail ; the Funeral Cockatoo has

yellowish ear coverts, and a band of the same colour

across its tail.

The class for Budgerigars, etc., does not call for

comment, there being nothing out of the common,

(i) Underwood, Yellow Budgerigars
; (2) Wright, Red-

faced lyovebird, male
; (3) Leach* Green Budgerigars;

(4) Howe, Yeo. Budgerigars ; v.h.c. Peach-faced Love-

l)irds ; c. Budgerigars. All in very fine condition.

Parrakeets, etc. (i) Pier, an exceptionally fine

pair of rare Bourke's Parrakeets, one of the best

marked and coloured pairs I have ever seen, eas\^ first

;

(2) H. Cooper, very beautiful pair of Red-vented Blue

Bonnets in the very finest plumage ; (3) Miss Gordon,

good Crimson - wing
;

(eq. 3) Mrs. Cooper, good

Varied Lorikeet
; (4) Frostick, nice pair of Lineo-

lated Parrakeets
;

(eq. 4) Mrs. Cooper, verx' fine

Barnard's Parrakeets ; in my opinion this species must

be numbered as one of the most beautiful of Parra-

keets ; v.h.c, h.c, and c, F. Howe, Hawkins, Nesbit,

King, Blue Bonnet, and Crimson-wing Parrakeets in

the order named. Also exhibited, a good pair of the

lovely Tui Parrakeet, and an a])solutely rare and

unique exhibit, Mr. Pier's Blue Banded Parrakeet

(^Neophema vemistd), wliich is ver}'' similar to the

Elegant, but greener; a very probable first appearance,

and though a little rough, should have received a

card at any rate. A very good specimen of the Black-

headed Caique also shown, but had to be passed as

wrong class.

Parrots, Cockatoos, etc. : also shown (3) Burrows,
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Red and Blue Macaw; (4) Merrington, good and well

marked Gre\' ;
(eq. 4), Mrs. Cooper, good Senegal

Parrot, richer in colour than when last shown ; v.h.c.

h.c, and c, Barrow, Mrs. Soddon and Cooper, Red

and Blue Macaw, Red - sided Eclectus and Blue-

fronted Amazon in order named. Very fine Port

lyincolns and an immature Blossom-headed Parrakeet,

shown in this class were rightly awarded w.c. cards.

Waxbills, Weavers, etc. This was one of the

most pleasing features of the show; a realh' good

array of so-called common (?) species being staged,

and with one or two exceptions were all in very fine

condition. I was glad to note that the majority were

in fair sized cages and not confined for five days or so

in cages which leave them hardly room to turn round,

(l) Mrs.Vernon, Golden-breasted Waxbills, well shown

making quite a pretty picture, as ihey made appre-

ciative use of their shell nest
; (2) Mrs. Cooper, White

Java Sparrows, large and pure
; (3, 4), F. Howe,

Diamond Sparrow, quite one of the best I have seen.

St. Helena Waxbills, a beautiful and tightly feathered

pair of these exquisite birds. Also shown Grey Java

Sparrows, Parson Finches, Avadavats, Tri-colour Man-

iiikins. Bib Finches, and an abnormal Diamond Fincli

having the rump and upper tail coverts yellow. This

class amply illustrated what a beautiful selection of

birds may be kept without going outside the ranks of

freely imported birds.

Grassfinches, etc. : Here Mr. Hawkins's lovely

Violet-eared Waxbill was an easy first ; for richness

of colour, sleek and tight plumage it certainly has

never been excelled. The same exhibitor's uncommon
Vinaceous Fire Finches were second ; truly a lovely
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chastely coloured pair (plumage having a lovely

bloom) of this fascinating genus. The same gentle-

man's Red-faced Finches {Zo7iogastris melba) were

fourth. (3) Beaty, a perfect specimen of the Black-

headed Gouldians. Very hardly treated (v.h.c.) were

Mr. Townsend's very rare Rufous-backed Mannikins,

a first appearance* on the Show Bench and in perfect

condition, should certainly have been third at least.

THE RUFOUS-BACKED MANNIKIN.

{Spermestes iii'griceps).

Equally inexplicable appears the passing of a pair

of Tri-coloured Finches (even though a little rough)

without a card. Also exhibited very fine pair Lavender

Finches (c), Grey Waxbills, Cordon Bleus, Ruficauda,

Pintail Nonpariels, and male specimens of Red-

collared Whydah (h.c.) and Golden Sparrow.

Grosbeaks, Buntings, etc. : Mr. Hawkins was first

* Siuce writing the above, I find these birds were exhibited both in 1894 and

1895, t>ut have not appeared since that date.
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and third with fine pairs of Cuba and the fast becoming

common Quail Finches ; these latter have quite the

appearance of a miniature Quail and but seldom perch.

Mr. Townseud's interesting and rare South African

Rock Bunting (^Fringillaria tahapisi) was second, and

Mrs. Cooper's Black - headed Siskin was fourth ; a

good pair of this interesting species was without a

card, the male was certainly not in full adult plum-

age, but both were sleek and tight in feathers ; the

female is very rare in this country, this being its

first public appearance, and was certainh^ the first

living specimen I had seen, she lacks the black head

and flights of the male. Also shown Red - crested

Cardinals, and a nice specimen of that old favourite

the Virginian Grosbeak.

Tanagers, Sugar Birds, etc. : For gorgeous tropical

colouring this class always stands pre-eminent, and

Mr. Townseud's Yellow-winged Sugar Bird and well-

known Black-backed Tanager were first and second

respectively, in spite of the first named not being so

often seen as it ought to be, I should have reversed the

position of these birds, because it has appeared several

seasons on the Show Bench is no reason why the

exquisite Black-backed Tanager should have its rarity

and worth overlooked. (3) Mr. Dewhurst's rare Cuban

or Banana Tanager, rather rough but an interesting

and uncommon exhibit. (4) Mr. Harrison's Magpie

Tanager, looking as well as ever, and liardly treated;

this, though plainly clad for a Tanager in black and

white, must 3'et be classed among the ver}'' handsome

species of this gorgeous family ; the contrasts are so

chaste, its plumage so silken, and in a good light the

purplish sheen so brilliant as to make it a handsome
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ellow indeed ; while as it looked straight at you out

of its fearless eyes it appeared every whit as wicked as

a Magpie. The same gentleman also exhibited good

specimens of the Blue and Archbishop Tanagers

{Tanagra episcopiis and oriiatcC). A nice specimen of

the Superb Tanager (figured in our last issue) belong-

ing to Mr. Dewhurst completed this class, not quite so

luimerous as usual.

All Species not comprised in the above : A fine

class containing several interesting and uncommon
exhibits. Deservedly first were Mr. Harrison's ex-

quisite Silver-eared Mesias, which space forbids any

other description than that of a " glorified " Liothrix.

It is now some years since my esteemed friend Mr.

E. W. Harper first imported these birds, and it is

regrettable that only two or three odd specimens have

leaked through since; it would well pay dealers to

look after this grand and interesting species. Mr.

Burrows's Greeu-crested Touraco and Green-billed

Toucan were second and third respectively. (4) Mr.

Townsend's rare Glossy Starling {^Calornis uietallica),

an interesting bird which has always received hard

treatment at the hands of judges, should have been

higher. Also shown Coley or Mouse Bird, interest-

ing but unattractive exhibit. Japanese Tits, very

interesting, exhibiting the well known Tit acrobatic

characteristics ; though not shown before living

specimens have been well known to aviculturists for

years. Other beautiful and interesting exhibits were

a. White - throated Ground - Thrush, Ceylon House-

Mynah and Siamese Hill Mynah, a rare Ruddy-

shouldered Cowbird and Gold-crowned Troupial (very

rare) ; there is a specimen of the last named in the
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Western Aviary al. the Zoo., that simply crawls over

you when in his enclosure: most of the Hang-nests

readily become tame when treated individually. A
couple of Melanistic Pekin Robins completes an in-

teresting class.

The last Class was for Foreign Hybrids which

only drew an entry of seven. Mr. Hawkins's lovely

Red-mantled Parrakeet (Pennant x Rosella), of

special interest, being a wild caught hybrid ; its

colours were very rich and pure, and must be num-
bered as one of the handsomest birds in the Show.

The same gentleman's Bicheno x Zebra Finch (v.li.c.)

was a trim and pretty little bird with the plumage of

both parents well defined. Mr. Seth-Smith's plainly

clad and wild, but interesting, Song Sparrow Hybrids

(Z. leacophrys x pileata) were very like female Bramble-

finches in appearance. The same owner's handsome

Long-tailed x Masked Grassfinch was h.c, again

both parents were pretty equally brought out. Mrs.

Cooper's well known Red Rump x Rosella was third,

and her Alario x — ? was fourth ; this latter was evi-

dently an Alario x Canar}^ and though a well con-

ditioned bird should have been w.c. Also shown a

reputed Zebra Finch x Indian Silverbill, but which

was merely a male Combassou.

At the Show one heard disparaging comparisons

between the Foreign Bird Section and Canary Sec-

tions, etc. It must be noted that the F. B. Section at

the Palace by no means represents the interest taken in

foreign bird keeping. The growing and commend-

able custom of keeping foreign birds in large aviaries*

• The very probable true reason is that rarieties are better catered for than

the commoner varieties which are owned by the greatest number of

bird-lovers.—H. G.
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is responsible for the non-increase and possible de-

crease in the entries of foreign birds for the various

Shows ; few aviculturists caring to go to the trouble of

catching and steadying birds for the show bench, and

that at a time mostly when aviaries are being over-

hauled and everything being put in order for the

coming; breeding season. W. T. P.

The Club medals were awarded as under :

Mr. W. L. Hawkins, silver medal,

Mr. S. M. Townsend, bronze medal.

Miss Conway Gordon ,, ,, (for member never

having won one before).

Zbe (BoulMau Jfincb.

[The following interesting field notes and methods of capture

of this beautiful and interesting inmate of our aviaries are

from an interesting booklet issued by Messrs. Payne and
Wali^ace, the Australian Bird and Animal trappers].

The Gouldian is purely a tropical bird, and is

rarely found farther South than L,atitude i8°. It has,

however, a very wide range, extending from theNorth-

East of Queensland to the North-West Coast of West-

ern Australia. It is rather more plentiful in the latter

part which are its favourite haunts.

The Black-headed Gouldian is undoubtedly the

most plentiful of the three varieties. For instance,

taking on an average, for every loo Gouldians we take

from the nets, 80 per cent, are Blackheads, 15 per cent.

Redhead cocks, and only 5 per cent. Redhead hens.

It will be clearly seen that Redhead hens are in the

minority. Now the ten Redhead cocks have to find
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mates somewliere, and as there are so few Redhead
hens, they have nothing else to do but to pair up with

the Blackheads, and this is what they do. In pairing

up in this manner it seems of little or no consequence

whether it be a Redhead cock and Blackhead hen, or

vice-versa. Their young are always true, either Red-

heads or Blackheads. We have seen many cases

where they have been mixed, perhaps there have been

two Redheads and three Blackheads.

We have many times caught the adults of the two

varieties, together with their brood, and in most cases

the young were of both kinds. We very seldom

come across a pair of Redheads though. The only

possible way to find out these facts is by handling

them in large quantities as we do.

They do not make an elaborate nest as some

suppose, in fact, in their native state, they do it rather

in a slovenly fashion. On one occasion when Mr.

Payne was riding through the bush, he saw a Gouldian

fly out from a low iron bark tree. Upon pulling down
the branch, from where it had flown out, it snapped

ofi". In this branch there was a small hole, which

acted as an inlet to the interior of the branch, inside

of which was a Gouldian's nest with four eggs. This

is an instance of how they will crawl into any hole

and lay their eggs. We could quote scores of similar

cases ; in fact we have known them build their nest

in the whim of an old shaft of a disused mine.

* -H-
->•'

A BIRD TRAPPING EXPEDITION IN NORTHERN
QUEENSI^AND.

We left Townsville, a seaport situated in Northern

Queensland, for a trip overland to the Gulf of Car-
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pentaria, to see if we could find something new in the

way of birds. This was in the nineties. On the route

we were taking we should find no natives, as they are

dying out fast, except, perhaps a few stragglers here

and there, so we could not get the natives to come with

us. On this account we had to go alone. At this period

we both took our share in the trapping. Our turnout

consisted of a new wagon, three draft horses, saddle

horse, half-ton of seed, and roll of half-inch mesh
wire netting, two cwt. flour, seventy-lbs. sugar, five-

lbs, tea, fourteen-lbs. tobacco, rice, bully, jams, tinned

milk, fish and meat, medicine chest, and many other

things too numerous to mention, which altogether

weighed about a ton. We also had with us breech-

loading guns, Winchester rifle, revolvers, and plenty

of ammunition ; these articles are indispensable in

the Australian Bush. After loading up we started out

on a Saturday afternoon, and needless to say we did

not get very far that day. We drew up about five

miles out from Townsville and camped on the Banks

of the Boley River. The one which is riding the

saddle horse goes on ahead to find a suitable place for

camping. By the time he has made a fire and other

preparations the wagon is generally on the scene.

The horses are then taken out, unharnessed, and taken

to the water, hobbled, and bells put on, then they are

right for the night. We now attend to our own wants,

and make tea and sit down to our last meal of the day.

At this time we have some baker's bread, probably

the last we shall see for three months. This being our

first night out we have our meal in silence, except for

the tinkle of the horses' bells and the cry of the

" Maupauk" (the Great Night Jar). This is a bird of
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the owl famih^ It has a head somewhat resemliling

that of a frog, and makes a croaking sort of noise.

After supper we think of bed, and having no bed or

pillows with us, mother earth has to be our bed, and

our boots, covered over with coat, our pillow. We
have with us a waterproof which is about two yards

square. This is laid out on the ground and our rug or

blanket is doubled and put over it. We lay on the

underside of the blanket and cover ourselves over with

the upper part.

The sk}^ is one sea of stars with the Southern

Cross well overhead. This is not a very nice spot for

camping, as the district is well known for the number
of black snakes that are in the vicinity. We are up

early, for one cannot sleep with the noise of all the

birds chattering, and the thrilling cry of the Cucka

Burra, as the natives call it, or Laughing Jackass.

One of us goes to look for the horses, as thej' are not

tied up, and sometimes they are nowhere to be seen.

We have known them wander away for about five

miles, but they generally leave some track to show

which wa\^ the}' have gone. After the}' are found and

harnessed, breakfast is partaken of, and then we shift

on again. Our next stage takes us sixteen miles before

we come to any water, so we have to take some with

us in a canvas bag, holding three gallons, which is

hung on the back of the wagon. During this stage

we have to climb a 1,200 ft. range. We find it very

slow work getting along. It is not a wooden-block

road we can assure you. Upon reaching the top of

the range, after an arduous climb, we stop for dinner.

The horses are taken out and left to graze for about

an hour after their hard work. There being no water
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we have to start on our three gallons, with which we

have to be very sparing, as this has to last us for

another ten miles.

Dinner being over we harness up and get going.

The roads are now much easier to get over and we do

not stop until we reach our next stage, which is

Larkin's Water Holes. Here we find a few Mountain

Magpies, some Mealy Rosellas, and one or two

Crimson-winged Parrots. The White Hawk is found

in this district ; it is a lovely bird, pure white, yellow

legs, and orange-coloured eyes. We have on several

occasions shot this bird, but have never been success-

ful in catching it alive, as they are very scarce.

The horses are once again attended to and then

we prepare for supper, but before we can have the last

meal of the day we have to make some bread. It may be

of interest to give our way of making bread. One of us

makes a "damper," as the Bushmen call it, or dough,

in the following way : about 4 or 5 lbs. flour, one table-

spoonful cream of tartar, one teaspoonful carbonate of

soda, and the same quantity of salt ; this is then

mixed into a stiff dough. During this time the other

has been preparing a big fire, The dough is then

placed in a tin dish and put in front of the fire. When
the fire has practically burnt itself to nothing but a

glowing red mass of charcoal, a hole is made in the

centre, into which the dough is put, and the red-hot

ashes heaped all over it. It is then left for about half-

an-hour, when the rising of the bread causes all the

embers to crack. We then rake it out of the fire and

with a bunch of grass beat off all the cinders and

ashes that are clinging to it, and then we have our

bush-made bread. This making; will last us about
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two days when we have to make some more. After

this we have supper and a smoke, and then " to

rest."

Our next camping place will be more interesting.

It is the self-same place where Leichardt's ill-fated

exploring party camped in the forties. This spot is

situate on the banks of the Burdekin River and is

fifteen miles from our last camp. There is a very large

gum tree here on which Leichardt cut his initial letter

L iuto the trunk. There is plenty of game and fish

here, also grass for the horses, so we camp here for

two da3\s to give the horses a rest. During this time

we have a bathe in the river and wash our clothes.

We have been sitting on the banks of the river, fish-

ing when the Platypus would slowly glide to the

surface and have a look at us. After its curiosity was

satisfied it would glide out of sight again. They are

very cautious and the least movement will cause them

to retire altogether. If not disturbed it will continually

put in an appearance. It is a curious animal, a sort of

small beaver with a duck's head. Its enemy is the

Eagle Hawk. This bird will wait for it to make an

appearance near the surface, and will then swoop down
and pick it out of the water and away with it. Whilst

we were at this spot we saw a pair of Bleeding Heart

Doves, but were not successful in catching any. It

was the first time we had seen them in Queensland.

We were under the impression that they were found

in New Guinea only, but as it is no great distance

across the Straits, there is no doubt they had flown

over. No doubt they do this occasionally.

When the two days are up we start off again.

This goes on from day to day, and we are afraid it
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would be testing the patience of the reader too much

if we gave our daily travels throughout the trip.

Sf }£ 4*

HOW WE CATCH THE BIRDS.

We start from the Depot with the usual equipment

(as mentioned in another part) and make a journey to

the nearest water hole. One man is left at the Depot

to prepare for the birds that are brought back to him.

On finding a suitable water hole, possibly 50 miles

from our starting place, we dig a trench from the

banks of the water, and let the water run into this.

Our nets are then set one each side of the trench, and

the natives are stationed all round the water to frighten

the birds off as they come to drink, which, by the way,

is iu the early morning and again in the afternoon.

They soon find out however that they can get an un-

disturbed drink at one place in the trench, and there

a number of them go. They are driven off several

times until they come in larger numbers. When a

sufficient number has come to drink the line is pulled,

and the nets come over like the leaves of a book and

the birds are underneath. Of course, the man who is

manipulating the net line is concealed, about 25 or 30

yards away. Sometimes we work two nets, one each

end of the water. At times the water is so large that

it would take 300 or 400 natives to surround it, and as

this is out of the question we stake the water round

with paper flags. If there is the least bit of wind

these flags flutter about, and so frighten the birds off".

In trapping birds we have a lot of trouble with hawks.

Sometimes they are so daring that they will actually

try to take the birds from the nets.

We have caught as many as 274 birds in one net,
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and with one pull of the line. Birds were very plen-

tiful that morning. On that occasion we filled no less

than ten cages (or 1200 birds) in three hours. This

will open the eyes of bird trappers in England.

No doubt the reader will think that the birds

ought to be cheaper when caught in numbers like this,

but bear in mind what an expedition like this costs,

the risks and privations that have to be borne. When
in this district we can only work till ten o'clock in the

morning and after four o'clock in the afternoon.

Between these hours it might be 115"^ in the shade.

Tliis will give j'ou an idea of what the heat is like.

We have known it so hot that the lagoons have dried

up, and perhaps we have about two gallons of water

left to last us 50 miles. It is very hard times when

there is no water to be obtained, and perhaps the food

runs short. On one occasion we lived on kangaroo

flesh for three months, and often have we had to get

water to drink from a lagoon wherein lies a dead

kangaroo or dingo. The mosquitoes and flies are great

tormentors, and to protect our eyes we have to wear

goggles. But it is terrible to see the horses, they can

do nothing to protect themselves. This is during the

day time. At night we have to put up with the squalls

of the water fowl, night birds, and worst of all, the

ants.

Our trapping operations take place soon after the

breeding season, and quite 75 per cent, of our captures

are uncoloured, or, in other words, have only their

nest feathers, and when in this condition they look a

miserable lot of birds. All these are moulted off in

the cages, and by the time we arrive in Europe they

are in perfect feather.
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notes on the MiI^ Xifc of the

mbabitants of our Hviaries.

I must say at the beginning that these notes will

only be possible by a constant reference to the pages
of the "Journal of the Bombay Natural History
Society," " Bird Lore," etc., and are compiled from
actual field notes.

—

Ed.

Avadavat, SpoicBoi7ithiis amandava. This, known
on the spot as the Indian Red Munia, is an inhabitant

of almost all our aviaries. By their vivacity, cheerful

little song, which is almost continuously uttered, their

general hardiness, and almost always changing and

brilliant plumage, they have made themselves universal

favourites.

Captain Betham found them in tlie Deklian, quite

a colony of them along the banks of the river, among
the coarse rank grass, growing in thick tussocks from

3ft. to 4ft. high ; this was early September and the

males were in full bridal costume. Two unfinished

nests were found of the usual type, carefully built

domed structures, with a small entrance hole on one

side ; constructed of coarse grass lined with finer,

feathers and flowering grasses ; and from 2ft. to 3ft.

from the ground in the aforementioned grass tussocks.

There were some twenty pairs in this colony, onl}' two

nests were found, which the females alone were seen

to build. The definite number of eggs in clutch is not

stated, but when one of the aforementioned unfinished

nest were visited after a week's interval, three eggs were

found in one (two were taken) of the usual white

colour about -52 x •42. The males kept up a continual

low song very pleasing to the ear. Jotinial of the

Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.
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lEMtorial.

WINTERING FOREIGN BIRDS OUT-OF-DOORS
My birds have all flourished in spite of biting Kast

winds, frosts, fogs, &c., all of which go to make

up a London winter. I may say my avairy is

simply a piece of my garden netted in, having a floor

area of about 300 square feet, 40 of which is roofed in

to form an open-fronted lean-to shed, the remainder

is open both at the top and front. Its aspect is South.

It contains about 70 birds consisting of species from

almost every clime, and my only loss since September

has been a cock Harlequin Quail who died by violence.

The Grassfinches, which include Gouldians, Long-

tails and Rufoustails, are looking particularly well, and

most species, including Avadavats and Waxbills,

have lived under the above conditions varying from

four to eight years, six years being the average period.

The foregoing results are not based upon isolated

instances, data from isolated specimens not being

included in above records.

HOW BIRDS BATHE : These few remarks are

not intended to be in anj^ sense complete, but are

quoted at random in the hope that they will call forth

others from our members. I may say my bath is a

large-sized glazed sink, sunk to ground level, with

stones placed in same to provide suitable depths for

all the birds inhabiting my aviary. The Liothrix are

very eager for their bath, they plunge in at one end

and run through to the other, and under water if

there is sufiicient depth, repeating this operation

till they are saturated. Most species of the Thrush

tribe and Cardinals simply get into the deepest part
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and splash the water all over themselves, taking a very

thorough bath ; very few of these will permit another

of similar size to bathe at the same time, but will

tolerate small birds. Most of the Grassfinches,

Sparrows, Buntings, Mannikins, and Waxbills bathe

in similar fashion. The Gouldian is a very dainty

bather, choosing a part where its legs and thighs are

just covered, and by dipping and jerking the head

splashes itself all over, getting its plumage fairly

saturated before leaving off. The Doves, speaking of

Greenwings and Diamonds, do not splash about much
seeming to be content to sit in the water for a time

with the back above the surface, the head is jerked

under a few times, and a little water sprinkled over

their backs. The Cockatiels get thoroughly into the

water but don't splash about much, but will sit in the

water sometimes for fully ten minutes. The Rosellas

act similarly but finish with a good splash. One of

the prettiest sights in this respect, is that of the

Budgerigars taking their tub. Last summer my
aviary was over grown with rape, fully Sin. to loin.

high b}^ July, and it was a sight long to be remembered

to watch the way they disported themselves among
the wet herbage, after a shower or while it was wet

with the morning dew. The abandon with which

they throw themselves about and roll over and over,

must be seen to be appreciated, and certainly will not

be soon forgotten by the writer. In very dry weather

an artificial shower was provided for them, from the

rose of a water-can. In hot weather, if given a fresh

supply of water, most of the birds entimerated above

tub, morning, noon, and again at dusk. Members

will be surprised what a lot of bird character is
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revealed while taking the bath, and it will repay

observation.

CorrespouDeuce.

Sir,—I should like to thank Dr. Creswell for all he has

done for the Foreign Bird Club, and I am sure this is the feel-

ing entertained by all the other members.

No one can appreciate the difficult}^ and time spent doing

post inorienis except a medical man, therefore I feel justified

and feel that it is the least I can do, to thank Dr. Creswell

most heartily for, not only this, but also for his editorial work

and heaps of other ways in which he has brought up the mag-

azine to its present state of efficiency.

In closing, I would like to wish Mr. Wesley Page every

success, which I feel sure he will gain, and to thank him for

taking on the editorial work. James McDonagh.

lP05t nOoitciu IRcports.

{Vide Rules).

Male Cros.SBIIvI, (Mr. Mark Cronstein). The cause of death

was haemorrhage right side of skull probably due to an

injury.

Canary (Miss Gordon). The cause of death was due to in-

flammation of both lungs, and congestion and enlargement

of liver.

H. Gray, m.r.c.v.s.
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By Weslky T. Page, F.Z.S.

This singular, droll, intelligent, and interesting

Parrot inhabits the Brazils and Honduras, where,

judging b}^ the numbers that leak through to this

country, it caimot be at all common. The bird whose

portrait adorns this issue was placed on deposit at the

Zoo (July 1906) by my esteemed friend and fellow

aviculturist Mr. E. W. Harper, from whom I purchased

it the following October. Their scarcity in British

Guiana is well illustrated by the fact that he has been

there about three years and only succeeded in obtain-

ing two, one of which unfortunately escaped, the other

forms the subject of our coloured plate. Very little

is known as to their wild life ; Mr. Harper informs me
that they seem to be only procurable from the abori-

gines in the interior.

Plumage : Adult male. Head, with the exception

of the crown, brown ; the crown is creamy-buff, and

the feathers of the sides of the face have .shaft streaks

of the same colour, but slightly darker; the ruff or

long feathers of the nape, breast and abdomen deep

red, each feather being edged with opaline-blue

;

entire back, upper tail coverts and wings, rich grass-

green ; the bastard wing, primaries and coverts, black
;
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secondaries, green tipped with blue-black ; tail feathers

with the exception of the two outer ones on each side,

green, bluish at the tips ; tlie extreme outer feathers

are black, with a portion of their outer webs edged

with blue ; the next feather on each side has its inner

webs black and its outer ones green ; underside of

tail feathers black with the lateral feathers splashed

with red at the base of inner webs ; iris, brown, (my

bird is only in its second year and possibly not yet

fully mature), said to vary from brown to rich yellow,

this is probably sexual ; beak, dusky-horn colour,

lighter on the culmen and edges of the mandibles
;

legs and feet, blackish-grey. Total length 14", tail 6-3".

Adult female. As to this I can only give secondary

information. Count Salvadori thinks the female lacks

the red areas at the base of the lateral tail feathers ; it

would appear as if he were correct as the bird figured

in Greene's "Parrots in Captivity" was afterwards

ascertained to be a female ; the said figure has the

underside of tail entirely black, and I cannot think

the artist would have overlooked this, the colouring

being quite distinct, and not at all obscured. The
late Dr. Greene had an undoubted male later, which

he describes as having the head, face, and pointed

nuchal feathers creamy white ; also that his female

was smaller, and had the same portions of her plumage
duller and grayer than those of the male ; it would
therefore appear as if these distinctions were fairly

accurate, and that the accompanying figure is that of

the male. In confirmation of this I may say my bird

favours the ladies, which is quite usual with parrots of

all species of the male sex.

Before leaving the description of plumage, I must
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point out that this varies considerably according to

the position as to light from which the bird is viewed.

When the light shines upon its back, the plumage

appears a rich, shining grass - green ; reverse this

position and the green portion of its plumage appears

to be overlaid with bronzy-gold. Again, in the full

light, the red and blue of nape and underparts are

very bright and beautiful, and also very sharply de-

fined—vary the positions and these appear at one time

almost all red, at another blue appears to predominate,

and yet again these portions have a purplish appear-

ance. I may say that the beak of my bird has become

darker since it has been in my possession, so that it

is quite probable that when fully mature it will be

blackish-horn, or perhaps blackish in colour. Which-

ever of the conditions or variations, according to

position, under which the bird is viewed, it has a

beautiful and striking appearance.

This majestic bird has the power of not merely

raising the feathers of the crown, but can control the

whole of the feathers of the head and neck in this

respect to a greater or lesser degree, as will be seen by

reference to coloured figure ; but it is in respect of

the lovely feathers of the nape and sides of neck that

this is most remarkable, for they are not merely erected

perpendicularly, but so that they lean forward at a

fairly sharp angle ; the movement could not be more

striking if each feather had a joint beneath the skin
;

the feathers are raised simultaneously, but yet when
watched each feather appears to pivot itself upwards

and forwards individually. The feathers of the head

and sides of face are only slightly raised, not fully to

a horizontal position, it is better described as being
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shaken out and separated one from the other and par-

tially extended upwards. The erection of the ruff

takes place either when the bird is excited, or when
the back of its neck is rubbed, and at such times the

wings are slightly raised and the plumage of the under-

parts shaken loose ; on such occasions the beautiful

markings and colours of the underparts are fully

brought out, the spangling being very clear. I find I

have omitted to say earlier that across the red and

blue plumage of the chest there is a wash of yellowish

green, forming a slight band across the chest. When
the feathers are extended and the ruff erected (as seen

in plate) it imparts to him quite a fierce as well as a

magnificent appearance.

Dr. Butler in "Foreign Bird Keeping" quoting

Schomburgh, sa3^s : "That it is less abundant than

" the typical parrots ; it lives chiefly in pairs, more
" rarely in little companies, affects the lower woods in

" the vicinity of settlements, is confiding, easily tame-

" able, but delicate and unteachable. Its cry sounds
" like Hia-Hia (the English equivalent would be Hea-
" Hea) ; it moreover nests in tree-holes, and lays more
" than two eggs, occasionally four." As regards the

above I can only say that it is neither delicate, nor yet

unteachable, in fact just the opposite, for I consider it

robust, and certainly to be numbered among the most

intelligent of parrots. The late Dr. Russ considered

this species as far and away one of the most beautiful

and interesting of parrots ; from the same source we
learn that it is only singly and rarely imported. The
Hon. and Rev. F. G. Dutton considers the bird trea-

cherous and inclined to bite. The Hon. and Rev.

Dutton must have been unfortunate in his specimen.





H^

Photo by E. O. PAGE.
HAWK-HEADED CAIQUE.
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at the same time it proves that cantankerous and

malicious individuals occur in this species ; my own
experience coincides with that of Drs. Greene and

Russ ; but it will be seen later that it is not perfect.

To my mind, however, it is the parrot for a pet.

Attractive qualities :—These are numerous, quite

apart from its beauty and interesting manner of rais-

ing the feathers of the nape. It is nothing less than

a libel to describe this bird as delicate and unteachable,

it is quite the reverse. My specimen would have

nothing to do with constant repetition, but has picked

up such phrases as the following :
" Ernest"—" Ernie"

—"Ernest's here"—"Ernest's come"—"What's the

matter"—"What yer doing?"—"Whatever are you

doing?"—and others which it does not yet articulate

clearly. *

When he wishes to come out of his cage, he comes

to the front and makes quite a noise with his mandi-

bles against the wires of cage, and calls out "open the

door." It is only noisy when left alone for a time, and

then it calls out loudly to attract attention ; fortunately

even this noise (which is going on as I write this) is

neither a discordant screech nor j^et unmusical ; and

its screams, for the above cannot be counted as such,

are of the same character, they are not often indulged

in, and an entire lack of harshness robs them of their

terror. My bird is quite a talented whistler and imi-

tates at times the Thrush with marvellous fidelity, and

is responsive to passers-by in the road ; a boy whist-

ling as he passes wakes him up at once and he nearly

always responds and practically in the same key.

* This bird was photographed while talking: the attitude is very

characteristic.
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Unfortunately be often declines to display his talents

before strangers.

It is also an accomplisbed acrobat, the way it

throws itself about in its cage (22 inches sq. by 30 inches

high), hanging from one foot is both interesting and

little short of marvellous. And again it is amusing to

see him grip his perch with his feet and twirl round

like a boy on the horizontal bar, and then turn and

look at you with an expression that is equivalent to

—

"What do you think of that?"

Another of its droll habits is to whine like an

infant in trouble, and when he was being carried home
from the Zoo (in a closed box) he was responsible both

in the train and roadway for many glances round by

his indulging in this drollery ; the sound is most

realistic.

He is very tame, and delights in coming out of

his cage (though when he came in my possession in

November last he did not speak a word, nor yet show

any evidence of knowing how to use his wings) for a

good fly round, and to be nursed, cuddled and tickled.

He will lie for an hour or more in one's lap while

gentle friction is applied to his person, purring with

intense satisfaction the whole of the time. When he

has had a fly round it is amusing to notice him when

he settles on the table (whether cloth is on or not), he

will bend forward and rest his upper mandible on the

table, and with wings slightly raised and tail outspread

will run round the table sometimes several times with-

out lifting his beak therefrom. While taking exercise

he will alight either on the uplifted hand, or shoulder

and fly from one to the other, frequently he will ignore

the hand and alight on the head instead; I may say
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the ladies (though they count him rare fun), most

decidedly object to be so crowned.

He is also fearless, and very fond of his own way
{very human this), and when checked he most de-

cidedly resents being interfered with, and would

certainly protest with his mandibles if permitted.

Anyone he objects to " he goes for," just as a bull dog

would, and just as fearless, but no harm is done pro-

viding hands are kept out of the way ; he will follow

such an one round the room, frequently charging, and

worrying trousers or skirts as a terrier would a rat.

At such times I am bound to admit that if the indi-

vidual concerned were to be so careless as to let him

lay hold, it would need a surgeon's stitches to repair

the damage.

It has one rather objectionable habit when
specially pleased and with anyone he approves of,

he will try to feed them by bringing up the half-

digested food from his crop ; however if the one con-

cerned permits him to lay hold of their finger (he

never even pinches on such occasions), he immediately

reswallows same ; but occasionally he is so energetic

that it is thrown out. This habit is common to many
other species of Parrots, but it is very pronounced in

this species.

I fear I have already wearied my readers and must

bring this long and somewhat rambling account to a

close.

Diet : He gets a mixture of canary, millet, rice in

the husk, wheat, dari, hemp, and sunflower; and has

for variety—for "afternoon tea"—a piece of dry toast,

also at intervals ripe fruit as in season, nuts, and green

food, the latter is seldom eaten. He is very fond of
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cuttlefish, and soon demolishes a good sized piece.

He is a frequent but not a large drinker, taking a few

sips after each meal. It is rather amusing to watch

him with his toast, after he has eaten two or three

pieces, dry as given, with the next he will descend

from his perch with it in his mouth, go to the water-

vessel and dip it in three or four times, then climb to

his perch and quickly eat same apparently with great

satisfaction.

It is also called the Ruffed Parrot. Its native

name is Hia-Hia, which resembles its call-note.

mestiiiG IRotcs for 1906-

By W. E. Teschemaker, B.A.

Our Editor having asked me, with ver\^ short

notice, to contribute some notes on this subject; I

have looked through my note-book of last season to

see if I can find anything of sufficient interest. I am
afraid that this will be a record, for the most part, of

failures, as I have alread\^ written elsewhere about

such small successes as fell to my lot in igo6, so it

will be unnecessary to refer to the latter again.

Generally speaking, it is quite easy to write about

failures, for every season produces a large crop of

them. I have often wondered why this particular

hobby should be so barren of results considering the

amount of energy and expenditure devoted to it.

Perhaps one reason is that we most of us live at such

high pressure, in this twentieth centur}^ that we are

not able to give the continuous care and attention to

it, that is necessary for success.

Another difficulty, which those of us who live in
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the country have to contend with, is getting suitable

birds. If anything rare reaches the I^ondou dealers it

is snapped up at once, for there is a certain cult which

makes a practice of going the round of the London

bird shops, picking up bargains.

Lastly, we have in the country to wage continual

warfare with weasels, hawks and owls,* in addition to

the cats, rats f and mice which all aviaries suffer from.

T think if anyone, living near London, had leisure and

inclination to give his whole time to his hobby, he

would do great things in that branch of aviculture

which consists in breeding rare birds.

However, I am digressing.

The winter and early spring of 1906 were, on the

whole, cold and stormy. Something seems to have

gone wrong with the South Devon climate these last

two winters. Frosts used to be a rarity, and for weeks

together we used to have delightfully warm and genial

weather. However, despite the night-frosts and gales

of wind, several species began to nest in January.

Golden-breasted Waxbills made several attempts but

did not succeed in rearing any young, being so much

persecuted by larger birds. This seems to be quite a

hardy little species, X and it is much to be regretted

that it is not more frequently imported. The two

young I bred in 1905 are still alive and vigorous. I

believe that Lady Dunleath was the first to breed this

species in 1903 in Ireland.

* Double wire netting-, with a few inches between eacli course, would

prevent losses from this source. Kd.

t Danysz Virus keeps both rats and mice in check. Ed.

t These have lived out of doors all the year round in my aviary. The

average length of life of many pairs has been from four to nine years. Ed.
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My old pair of Firefinclies laid in a nest-box (see

plate) at the end of January, but some mysterious

epidemic made its appearance among the Australian

finches and the cock Firefinch, which has been two

years in an outdoor aviary, succumbed to it. This

species is a favourite of mine but, for all that, I

sincerely wish it were not imported, as it is far too

delicate to stand the long voyage, and quite ninety

per cent, are lost. This same pair of birds hatched

two young in February 1905 and reared them quite

successfully.

A pair of Grey Singing-finches brought off three

young in February (see plate). This species is so

combative, that I have never succeeded in rearing

any young where more than one pair have been kept

together. The males in the breeding season fight so

furiously, that they sometimes fall to the ground locked

together, and can be picked up by hand.

It is pretty to see the parents catching flies for

the young which they take most skilfully on the wing.

Altogether this one pair brought off eight j^oung last

season, but the latter were all killed, except two, by

Tawny Owls. If alarmed, the young have a fatal

habit of clinging to the wire netting, where they fall

an easy prey. This season I have replaced my Grey

Singing-finches b}'' their near relations—the Yellow-

rumped Singing -finches, which latter I have just

succeeded in breeding. Seri?nis angolensis is un-

doubtedly the best songster of all the African Serins

and a very charming and hard}' little bird.

At the end of February I had quite a chorus of

song from a cock Blackcap, a Black I,ark, and two

Woodlarks. The Black Lark is an excellent songster.



Pk,>lo by ir. E. TESCHRMAKER.

YOUNG FIRE FINCH IN NEST.

YOUNG VIRGINIAN CARDINAL IN NEST.







Photo by W. E. TESCHEMAKER.

NEST AND EGGS OF GREY SINGING FINCH.
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He has some lark-like trills but, for the most part, his

song consists of loud and clear warbling. I think

this species should be pinioned, as I lost both my
males from injuries to the head, sustained in flying up

against the netting. Three Black Larks have been

shot in this country this winter, so I suppose this

will now rank as an English species. If a few were

turned down in the spring, I firmly believe they would

establish themselves here.

Nothing has a better effect in an aviary than the

music of the Woodlark, and the bird seems to thrive

perfectly until the moult when, as far as my experience

goes, the majority die. For this reason I now always

pick up one or two in the autumn and release themi

the following June.

On the last day of March a pair of Hedger

Sparrows laid their first egg. I had eggs laid on the

ground in 1904, and a nest built (but no eggs laid) in

1905. However, last year they had a better chance,

for two Chingolo Song-Sparrows, having selected the

adjoining bush for a nest-site, I enclosed the two pairs

of birds with some herring-netting. The Accentors

were much pleased with the arrangement and reared

one youngster, but the Chingolos at once deserted

their nest.

Some time since a correspondent of " Canary and

Cage Bird Life " gave a circumstantial account of the

hatching of some Hedge - Sparrow's eggs and the

rearing of the young by a hen Canary. Dr. Butler

has stated that he sees nothing impossible in this

achievement and, needless to say, I defer to his very

excellent opinion in the matter. At the same time I

must say that, after seeing my old hen Accentor feed-
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ing her young, and the laborious and absolutely-

futile attempts of sundry lien Canaries to rear young

of various semi-insectivorous species (such as Chaf-

finches and Cirl Buntings) for me, I find it hard to

credit it.

I transferred the Chingolos to a smaller aviary to

give them a better chance.

Green Avadavats nested in the middle of April,

again rearing three young as in 1905. The young

have no stripes for the first two months: the stripes

then appear a few at a time, and generall}^ on one side

of the breast before the other. In this intermediate

plumage the young pass the winter, without further

change ; in the following spring they come into full

adult plumage.

My old pair of Virginians were turned out by

themselves in a breeding pen (about 12 feet long by 8

feet high by 4^ feet deep) so that they might be sure

of getting enough insect food for the young. In 1905

they brought off three nests, and three young in each

nest, but only three young survived the moult owing,

as I thought, to insufficient live food. However, in

the breeding pen they did not do so well. In the first

place the)'' squabbled a good deal and, secondly, they

did not seem to be able to find a suitable site for the

nest. Finally the hen scraped a hollow in the ground

(surely an unique site for a Cardinal !), and there

hatched one youngster. As one would expect, it did

not thrive in such a situation, and quickly died of

cramp. I then put in an old Blackbird's nest for

them, on which foundation they built a superstructure

and hatched several more young, but only one sur-

vived (see plate). I have not been able to get any

results from breeding pens as yet, but am trying them
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once more this season. If Virginians could be easily-

reared they would be quite a profitable speculation,

for some imported this spring have been advertised at

72/6 per pair. Although I have tried various methods

with them, I cannot claim to have solved the problem.'

The best method, however, is, I think, to place the

young the very day they leave the nest in a warm box-

cage, with bars wide enough apart to allow of the

parents feeding them, and let them remain there a

month. Then bring them indoors and give plenty of

mealworms, until they are well on seed.

The chief difficulties with this species are that the

young leave the nest insufficiently feathered, so that

a very little rain or cold kills them ; and further that,

although they grow well, they have no constitution.

My Diamond Doves were nesting continuously

throughout April, May, and June, and never failed to

rear all they hatched (see plate). Doves are not

favourites of mine, but this species is so graceful and'

dainty and easy to breed that it can be recommended

to anyone. I removed the male bird once, as an ex-

periment, but the hen brought up the young without

the least difiiculty. The nest is so exceedingly small

that, as soon as the young are a week old they com-

pletely fill it, leaving no room whatever for their

parent, so the latter is compelled to stand on a branch

outside the nest and covers them with much apparent

inconvenience. Although aviary- bred Diamond

Doves do not sell very well, still they are one of the

very few species that may be considered profitable to

keep. I have parted with mine now, and find that I

quite miss their mellow call-note and the charming

display of the male.



46

Several of the Australian finches brought off

broods in April and May, but I have not space to say

anything about them here, and I have written about

tv/o of these species elsewhere. It is sad to relate

that the majority of these young finches, although

they seemed so vigorous all the summer, died in the

moult. Perhaps matters might have gone a little

better had I been at home at that time, but I fear the

Australians suffer from the same disability as other

aviary-bred species—namel}', no constitutions.

Two pairs of Tree-Sparrows nested in May, and

were successful at the second attempt. This bird is

generally overlooked or mistaken for the House-

Sparrow. As a matter of fact, though quite unlike

when seen side by side, they are not easily dis-

tinguished at a little distance until one notices the

conspicuous round black cheek - patch of the Tree-

Sparrow. I have found colonies in various places

—

one in a thick hedge in an old garden in the Isle of

Man, another in a woodstack in Norfolk, and a third

in Sand-Martins' holes at Wroxham railway station.

The question was recently asked in a certain weekly

publication whether Sparrows sang ? I have never

heard the House-Sparrow sing, but the Tree-Sparrow

has a most peculiar song, composed of Sparrow-like

chirps intermingled with loud and clear warbling. I

released three of the adults in July, and two of them
remained in the neighbourhood and could be seen

any morning on the top of the aviary until the middle

of February in this year, when they disappeared.

This season I am trying to cross the Tree-Sparrow

with the House-Sparrow.

A pair of Sulphury Seedeaters laid and sat several
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times, but not one egg hatched. The eggs were blue

with black spots, very like a Canary's.

At the end of June a cock Blackcap, which had

passed three years in the aviary and never molested

any other inmate, suddenly seemed to take leave of

his senses. He had two young hens with him, which

I caught in my garden in September, 1905, and one of

these he began to attack in the most furious manner.

In a few days he killed this hen outright and then

began to construct a nest in a low privet bush, in con-

junction with the other hen. The nest was one of the

frailest structures I ever saw, resembling the frame

work of a nest just commenced.

Unfortunately the Chingolos (which I had removed

to the same division of the aviary) selected the same

time for nesting again, and the most furious conflicts

took place. As I had set my heart on breeding the

Chingolos I removed the cock Blackcap. The hen

sat very steadily on three eggs and I thought it quite

possible that she might rear the young single-handed

if well supplied with insect food. The day after she

hatched I went out, soon after daybreak, to see how
matters were progressing. A glance was sufficient to

show me that success was not to be mine. The bird

absolutely refused to feed with any insects I supplied

and was busily engaged in searching every leaf. As
soon as she found anything she took it at once to the

young birds ; in the meantime the young were getting

completely chilled. In two days they were all dead. *

* If sprays of foliage infested with green fly and other bugs had been

stuck in the ground, and also in the bushes near at hand, they would

possibly have been reared. Maggots and smooth caterpillars, small beetles

etc., scattered over the foliage would also have helped towards a successful

result. Ed.
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The Cbingolos, having got rid of their chief

enemy, the cock Blackcap, soon completed a very neat

well-built nest and laid three eggs. Dr. Butler des-

cribes the eggs as " pale blue with dull brown spots,"

but I expect the eggs of this species vary a good

deal, as I have examined eggs of two different types

and neither answered to the above description, having

a white or cream-coloured ground.

The Chingolos sat well for nearh' three weeks and

then another nest made its appearance within a few

inches of the first with two eggs—and one Chingolo

sat in each (see plates). So all my trouble had been

expended in an attempt to breed from two hens !

I will conclude with a few words about a pair of

Cordons. For two years I had been trying to obtain

a sound cock Cordon. Hen Cordons are generally

supposed to be the most delicate, but the reverse has

been my experience. At length I succeeded, and the

result was the most beautiful little nest (the smallest I

ever saw of au}^ dome-shaped nests) and three white

eggs. It was a proud day for the Cordons when they

led forth a j^oung family of two, and later in the sum-

mer they again produced twins but, alas ! all four

perished during my absence from home in September.

Probably the early autumnal frosts were too much for

them.

May I say a word about the importation of

Cordons? When we have such a large selection of

species that really do well in captivity, it seems to me
quite unjustifiable to import such a frail little bird as

this, only a very small fraction of each consignment

surviving the voyage and change of climate. Now,

we have the matter in our own hands : if we do not
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buy them most assuredly the dealers will not import

them.

I hope all members of the Foreign Bird Club

will agree with me that Cordons, Lavenders, Fire

finches and Pintail Nonpareils are not fit subjects for

aviculture, and will do their very best to stop the

importation of them.

{TanagridcB.')

By Mrs. E. Warren Vkrnon.

So much has alread\' been written on these lovely

birds, by all the best authorities that I feel I am
attempting something I had better leave alone, but the

parable of the mouse helping the lion gives me
courage to try, in the hope that some of my observa-

tions on such species as I have in my possession may
be of help to others.

The Superb Tanager {Calliste fashcosa)

is without doubt the most gay, sprightly, and certainly

tamest of the lot. He lets me pick him up at any

time, and flies down to get flies or mealworms from

my hand. His manner of taking them is quite

peculiar—in fact no other bird takes food from my
hand in the same gentle lingering manner, as if he

wished to show what confidence he has in me. At

present I am obliged to keep all my birds indoors in

cages, as I am moving to a larger house, where I am
hoping to keep all my Tanagers out of doors. His

cage is not large, because he flies about the room all

day. He prefers orange to anything, but eats always

most of his banana: scft-food he cares very little for.
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His song, which he sings sitting on a high picture

frame, is quite pretty, tliough sometimes rather as if

he had a sore throat, but his funniest tricks are in

front of a looking glass. He sits on a clock singing

to his own reflection and then suddenly a jealous

mood appears and he flies up hitting at himself with

his beak and screaming what I conclude is meant for

vile abuse. He is, I regret to say, not over fond of

a bath, though my Goldcrest always sets a good

example, but two or three times a week he indulges

in a real wash. In eating mealworms, he chews them

so that all the inside is squeezed out and then swallows

the skin that is left, so as to obtain all the taste

possible. Very amiable towards all lesser birds,

allowing them to enter his cage and eat his food.

SCARI^ET Tanager {Rhaniphoccclus brasilius).

What a difference between this bird and the

Superb ! Quiet, shy, rather wild though very loveh',

he is really only a picture. He has no prelt}' ways and

he is very dirty, though he bathes every day. He will,

when let out retire to a high corner and sit there till

hunger drives him back to his cage. He prefers

banana and adores mealworms, is very gentle also

with other birds. [Many individuals are ver\^ P^ig-

nacious in a mixed series and need watching.

—

Ed.]

So far he has not sung ; though for his glorious

plumage I would always desire to keep him, still his

attractive qualities are not great.

Blue Tanager (Ta7iagra episcopiis).

He is to my mind one of the loveliest Tanagers

and not very common. The exquisite soft blue-grey

of its body plumage, with turquoise wings is perfect.

He is a very gentle and quiet bird, not wild like the
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Scarlet, He is not greedy but hardly eats any soft

mixture, only banana and orange. He does not care

as much for mealworms as the others, [Many
individuals will eat as many as you choose to give.

—

Ed.] He bathes seldom. He keeps himself in

exquisite plumage, spends most of the day thinking,

if I let him out he promptly goes into some one else's

cage and thinks there. [In a moderate sized aviary

this species seldom becomes tame, and I am of opinion

that Mrs. Vernon's bird must be a female, for my male

has quite a sustained song, most of the notes being

piercingly high.

—

Ed.]

Olive Tanager.

This bird is the clown among Tanagers. He is

horribly greedy, very dirty and most pugnacious to

all others of his kind ; I have seen him having a dis-

agreement with my Shama, it was really quite amusing,

the Tanager only sat back on his tail and the Shama*

jumped up in the air and struck at him with his feet

but nothing happened. He eats all day or would if I

allowed it. Bathes very well, but digs his beak so

deep into the banana that I have had to clean his

nostrils which were quite closed up with the soft fruit,

I notice all these birds do very little, comparatively

speaking, preening of their plumage.

I consider the last three about on a par for lazy,

sleepy amiability. Very likely when I put them out

into a big aviary they will change all that.

It is curious the Superb being the only one to

sing, though the Olive gives a short sharp cry some-

times, especially when trying to hurt some other bird,

* The Shaiiia was probablj* the aggressor.—Ed.
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Zbc new Birt) Ibouse at the XooioQical

(5al•^cn6.

By H. G00DCHII.D, M.B.O.U.

Those of our readers who know the Zoological

Gardens and have looked forward to the opening of

the new Bird House, will be interested to know that

this is an accomplished fact. At the time of writing

about three parts of the cages and aviaries are filled

with birds, probably by the time these lines appear the

remainder will be occupied also.

The new house, which is situated between the

Monkey House and the Bear Pit, is not so well lighted

as the Parrot House, either as a whole or in respect of

any of the rows of cages. It is about 80 feet long and

is lighted by three long windows in the roof, and

others at the ends. A noticeable feature is that gas

brackets have been put up, this being the only place

in the Gardens where provision is made against the

shortness of our winter days or the dire consequences

of fog.

Two double sets of cages occupy the centre of the

house, these being arranged in recession, so that each

tier gets a share of the top light. Each set consists of

three tiers of cages. Cages also occupy each end of

the building, the top row of which are at present

empty.

Along the sides are capacious divisions or aviaries,

each suitable for several birds of the size of Mynahs

or Toucans, while outside the house are some well

arranged flights, which at present are devoted to mem-

bers of the Crow tribe.

Most of the birds at present in the new house are



53

finches, and these seem to have been collected from

the Parrot House and Western Aviary and placed

together so that, though not in so good a light as

formerly, one can study them to far greater advantage

as regards detail. Entering by the doors nearest to

the Monkey House the visitor would find on the left a

fine series of Hangnests, including the Golden Hang-

nest (/f/^/-?/:^ ;i:^«//zt7r««), Golden -crowned (/. chrysoce-

phahis) and the Brazilian (/. ja?naicai) ; the genus

Cassicus is represented by the Yellow [C. pcrciciis), and

the Red-rumped Troupial (C hcsmonhoiis^, also the

Bare-faced Hangnest {GyjH7iomystax vielanictencs).

The largest divisions on the left side of the house

are tenanted by a fine series of Aracaris, which are

seen to much more advantage than in the cages iu

which they are more generally kept ; the\'' apparently

enjoy their semi-liberty and young trees to disport

about on.

The central sets of cages contain a good series of

the genus Spermophila, .previously exhibited in the

Parrot House. A little further on are a nice series of

Cardinals, Green, Red-crested and Virginian ; close

by is a fine specimen of the beautiful American Blue

Bird. Several species of Sparrows are placed together,

including the Fox Sparrow (^Passerelld), the Yellow

(/*. luteiLs) which was figured in Bird Notes, (Vol. III.,

the Rock {Petronia), the Grey-headed, the Pileated

Song, and the Manimbe Sparrows. A fine series of

Munias are exhibited, and also a good series of Fire-

finches, including the Vinaceous (^Lagonosticta vinaced)

(which was also figured in Vol. III. of Bird Notes),

brtinniceps, rufopicta, and seiiegale. Amongst the

Waxbills one notices the exquisite Blue-breasted
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(Esif'e/daa?igo/eHSis'), the GreQU, Orange-cheeked, Red-

bellied (St. Helena) and Orange-breasted WaxbilLs.

Four rather sorry looking specimens of the Quail

Finch occupy one of the cages of the lowest tier, and

when I saw them they had not the piece of turf to sit

on they used to have in the Parrot House. Citron and

Saffron Finches are both represented, as also the Grey-

necked Serin and the Grey Singing Finch. Several

hybrids between well known British cage birds are

placed in the new house, and I was glad to see them

relegated to the top story of the set.

The Finches most interesting to a lover of British

birds would probably be the Palaearctic series, the

Teydean Chaffinch {^Frhigilla teydea), the Rosy Bull-

finch {Erythrospiza githaginta) and the Siberian Rose-

finch {Carpodac7is erythriiius). Amongst those most

interesting to a lover of foreign birds may be men-

tioned the Blue Grosbeak {G7ciraca ccerulea), the Rose-

breasted Grosbeak {^Hedymeles lisdovicicnid) and the

beautiful little Parrot Finch {Erythiicra psittacea).

The cages at the farther end contain, besides an

interesting example of the Green Jerdon's Bulbul

{Chloropsis jerdoiii), specimens of the Bengal Gold-

vented Bulbul, the Orange-vented, White-cheeked,

and the Red-eared Bulbuls. These all seem to feel

the change, from being at comparative liberty in the

Western Aviary, to being confined in narrow quarters

and dull light, for they are as yet rather wild.

The large enclosures on the S.W. side are tenanted

by several species of Mynahs, two Jungle Babblers

(jOratcropiis), several Pekin Robins (the latter being in

poor feather), and the Great ^dAt'A.'iox (^Saltator magiiiLs).

The outside cages contain a Chough, Jackdaws,
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Jays, Magpies, Rooks, an Australian Crow, Pied Crow
Shrike, and last but not least, a very cheerful specimen

of the White-backed Piping Crow.

When the House is filled and the inmates have

grown accustomed to their new quarters, it will be

worth a journey to Regent's Park to see, I hope it

will be as successful as it deserves to be.

[Ill health has pieveiiteil my visiting- the Gardens for eight weeks or

more; when last there cages and aviaries were practically completed, and

from what I saw then I am very pessimistic as to the result—the cag-es are

too small for permanent homes,—provide practically no seclusion for their

inmates, and owing- to their arrangement, the occupants of the lower tiers

will, I fear, get badly scared while the upper ones are being examined. It

certainly seemed to me, that too much had been sacrificed in providing for

mere numbers, and I certainly hope aviculturists will not copy them in this

respect. At the same time I hope the house (after modification I fear), will

prove a success, and that time will prove my fears to be largely groundless.

I must however say, that on the occasion of my visit I felt there was nothing

to admire at all but mahogan3' and varnish.—Ed.]

Botes on the TOilD Xife of the

3nbabitant5 of our Hviarics.
[Being compilations and quotations from the Field Notes of various

Natinal History Journals, etc., of the countries to which the

respective birds are indigenous.— Ed.]

Thb: Great Hornbii^i, [Dichoceros bicornis). Not coninion

but found on the mountain ranges of Travancore. In captivity

it is fearless and can hold its own with most dogs. It will eat

rats readily. Having killed a rat the bird passes it across and
back between its mandibles, and when it is thus sufficiently

elongated and soft, it tosses it up and swallows it atone gulp.

The casque is not formed until nearly a year after the bird is

hatched.

Breeds in the holes of large forest trees, at a height of from
30—50 feet, returning year after year to the same tree. It seems
pretty well ascertained that the female plasters herself up in

the nest when she begins to incubate, and remains there till
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the young one is liatclied, depending on the male all the time

for food. During this time single birds only are seen. In the

beginning of March I was fortunate enough to obtain an egg;

it was of a very rough texture, and was no doubt originally

white, but when I got it the egg was stained quite brown.

(Ferguison & BoUKDir.LON. Journal of Bombay N.H.S.)

* * *

Nesting of Hornbills. It is well known that the

Hornbills build their nests in hollows and holes, high up in

forest trees, and that the male, when the hen is ready to sit,

walls her up. He keeps her supplied with food till the young

are ready to leave the nest. The reasons for this curious habit

has alwavs been a mystery, to which, however, I think I have

obtained a clue.

I ascertained some time ago that the common Grey Horn-

bill [Meniceros bicornis) moulted the whole of the quill feathers

of her wings and tail during the period of incubation. It

appears that if this be the general habit, the female would be

unable to flv, ar.d would fall an easy prey to any predatory bird

or beast which happened to discover her. This, it strikes me,

must be the reason why the hen Hornbill is thus protected and

concealed by the male bird.

(W. OSBORN, lA.-General. Journal Bombay N.H.S.)

[It appears fairly conclusive that the hen practically boxes her-

self up in nest hole, but that in some, if not all, instances

she receives some assistance from the male.

—

Ed.]
* * «

The Gouldian Finch. Further reference to Messrs.

Payne and Wallace's interesting booklet reveals the following

interesting details. Specially interesting, as confirming the

deductions which some aviculturists have made from the de-

meanour of these birds in the aviary. It is quite conclusive

that there is only one species : the three so-called species being

merely varieties of the same species. Messrs. Payne and

Wallace very seldom came across a pair of Red-heads (vide last

issue). They will not breed in a small cage, but will do so in

an aviary with plenty c^" flying room. The best nesting recep-

tacle is a hollow stump or limb of a tree ; it should contain a

number of holes large enough for the Gouldian to deposit its
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eggs. "They cannot stand draught. They can stand a gooiJ

" amount of cold, but it is imperative that the}' be kept from

"all draught. They are not soft as many think, but very

'hardy, providing they are looked after and kept in a proper

"manner." [My Gouldians seem to me to be the most cheery

of all my birds during vile weather.—EjD.] For diet they re-

commend canary and millet, hay seed (sweepings of a hay loft),

green food, such as grass in flower and French lettuce
; plenty

of flint grit and clear water, also rock-salt and cuttle-fish bone.

Further comment would be superfluous, reference back to past

articles in ^/rrf A^o/^^ for comparison should be both interesting

and instructive.
* « «

The Indian White-eye [Zoste/ops palpebrosa). This is

one of the commonest birds on the Hills of Travancore from

looo feet upwards, but more especialK' at high elevations. I

have never met with it in the low country. They go about in

small parties and keep up a continuous twitter as they search

the leaves for food, assuming all sorts of attitudes as they creep

among the branches and cling in any position. The building

season is April and May, and the nest is found at all heights

from the ground. One I took at 4000 feet elevation was on the

side of a cutting in the road. It is found throughout the

range.
(Ferguson. Journal of Bombay Nat. History Socy).

* * *

The Magpie Robin [Copsychus saularis). One of these

birds found its way one morning into our drawing-room, and in

the course of its wanderings alighted on the writing table

which has at the back a small mirror let into the framework.

When the bird—a male—saw its own reflection the first impulse

was evidently anger, for he dashed his beak against the glass

and scolded in an unmistakable voice. Then he moved away,

but presently returned, and now was all sweetness: he posed

before the glass and courted his reflection with a little ripple

of soft song. At intervals he peeped round the back, and see-

ing nothing took a flight round the room only to return and

re-connnence courting.

Almost every day he pays us a visit : he flies direct to the

table, and walking up to the mirror pays court to himself with
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undalations of bod}' and the same little ripple of song. This

has now being going on for a week. Is this admiration or is it

courtship }

E. C. CHOr,MONDEr<KV. Jonrnal of Bombay N.H.S.)

{To be continued).

^Mtorial.

BLACK COCKATOOS : The following, reprinted from
" Canar}' and Cage Bird Life," evidently upsets most of the

sexual descriptions of these birds; in fact " Genera Avium,"

now publishing, figures C. banks'i as black, washed in parts

with bluish and brownish.

" There are six varieties of these birds, of which I have

" kept five—that is to say all but the Macara Black. I prefer

"to call these by the names that I have myself given them,

" because the Zoological names have no point.

" The Macara Black is so-called bj* me because it has the

" the skin of the cheeks bare of feathers. This skin, by the

" way, changes in colour in the same manner as the wattles of

" a turkey cock.

" Then there is the Banksian, the Yellow-tailed Black, the

" White Tail, the Green Black, and the little Garganey. A
" pecularity of the Banksian is their extreme range of size

—

" from that of a Jackdaw to the size of a small Kagle. These
" apparent varieties are in appearance identical, though they

" differ in size and in their cry.

" The pair at the show was the Large-billed Banksian, so

" distinguished b\' naturalists, and the male cries ' Karrak,' or

" or rather ' Kar-r-rak,' which is the native name for the bird.

" The other varieties give a squeal or smooth cry. The bird

" belonging to JMrs. Anningson that deservedly got the first

" prize was under consideration by me some years ago as a

" mate for my hen, but I made up my mind at the time that it

" was not a Large-bill, and hearing its cry the other day con-

" firmed my opinion. My male is still quite a chicken, and has

" not yet cast his short and shabby nest feathers. When
" immature the male andfemaleihave a similar plumage, which
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" the male retains tlironghout life, becoming, however, much
" more brilliant at maturity. The female changes completely

" at five or six years old, losing her speckles and barred tail,

" and turning black with a broad band of vermillion across the

" tail, this band again disappears in old age, the old bird

" becoming completely black. She lays eggs in captivity."—

Charles Lawes-Wittewronge. *

[From the above, it appears that the usual order of things

is reversed, and that the young of this species (C. banks'!) wear

the male plumage while immature.]

vSalvadori, Cat. Birds, Vol. xx., page no,—Gives the

description of the female (C banks'i) as differing from that of

the male as follows :
— " Head and upper wing-coverts spotted

" with yellow ; under surface crossed by narrow irregular bars

" pale yellow, which become yellowish red on the under tail-

" coverts ; the red part of the tail interrupted by numerous
" and irregular black bars, and passing into yellowish-red

" underneath and into sulphur yellow on the inner margins of

" the feathers."
« * *

EARLY NESTING NOTES, ete. : After being confined

indoors for six weeks, the initial glance of my birds was an

event of great interest. I was surprised to find that, in spite of

frost, cold east winds, etc., which had filled the major portion

of this period, that the Madagascar Weavers were almost in

full colour, and that most of the other species I possess were

well advanced thereto. I was also surprised to find a young

Indian Silverbill on the wing, which had evidently been out of

the nest three or four days, and was flying strongly. The
number of records of these common birds having bred in cap-

tivity is still small, so that at present it must be accounted a

shy breeder in our aviaries. Experiences as to its hardiness are

very variable ; our member Mr. Teschemaker, who bred them last

year, found them if not exactly delicate, at any rate short lived.

• Later, I learn Sir Charles Lawes- Whittewronge's hen has not laid in cap-

tivity. It is to be hoped that the earliest opportunily will be taken of test-

ingf the sexes by anatomical examination ; my remarks are based on the

assumption that Sir Charles Lawes-Whittewronge's observations are correct

Ed.
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My present pair reared me one young bird last season, all

three have been out of doors all the winter, and that they are

ill the best of health, is evidenced by the fact of a young bird

having been reared so early in the season. From a private

letter I learn that Mr. Teschemaker's Blackcaps and Plovers

laid their first eggs on April 5th and 6th respectively. As will

be seen from his interesting article in this issue, this member
has already succeeded in breeding the Yellow-rumped Serin

{Seriuns angoletisis), this being, I believe, the first time they

have been bred in this country.
* * *

"BIRD LIFE OF THE BORDERS": This well known
work by Mr. Abel Chapman has been out of print for some

years. It has now been largely re-written and has a number of

additional illustrations. Messrs. Gurney and Jacksou have it

in the press, and it will, we understand, be published by the

time these notes appear. Brimful of interest, it should be in

the library of every student of bird life.

* * *

THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE have published a new

edition of their leaflet on the Black Currant Mite, giving fnll

details as to the eradication of this pest. It will be sent post

free on application, and letters, addressed as under, need not be

stamped. The vSecretar}', Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,

4, Whitehall Place, London, S.W.

IPo5t riDoitem IRcports.
[Vide Rules).

Diamond vSparrow (Miss M. Gibbons). The cause of death

was due to congestion of the right lung.

Hen Canary (Dr. George Master). The cause of death was

due to heart failure in consequence of the excessive fatty

condition of the whole body. The shell of the egg in the

oviduct was soft and therefore not quite mature. Stop

hemp and inga seed. I find canary and German summer

rape quite sufficient for caged Canaries.

H. Gray, m.r.c.v.s.
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^be (Beiuis Spermopbila.
By WESr.EY T. Page, F.Z.S.

This interesting genus belongs to the family

FRINGIIvLID^, and consists of thirty-six species,

most of which are fair songsters, some being of more
than average merit in this respect. They are of fine

contour, chastely and prettily clad : while not sombre

there are no really brightly clad members of the

genus. Their range as a whole is from Texas
throughout Central and practically the whole of

South America. The species are as follows :

I albigularis

Z hypoleiica

3 grisea

4 piiirnbea

•whiUleyana sub sp.A

colu7iibiaiia ,, B

5 superciharis

6 simplex

7 obsciira

8 paiipea

9 telasco

10 iotiiata

11 homochroa

12 analis

13 analoides

14 castaiieiventris

15 tnintitii

16 hypoxmitha

17 pa hisiris

18 nigroauraniia

ig nigrortifa

20 pileaia

21 cucuUata

poliotiata, sub sp. A

22 melanocephala

23 iorqiieola

24 albiiorgnis

25 ophthalmica

(Brit. Museum Cat. of Birds, Vol. XII.).

It is my purpose in this paper to give a sufficient

description of all the above to enable readers to

identify rare species (this is only possible by constant-

ly quoting from the B. M. Cat. of Birds, Vol. XII.).

26 lineata

27 moreleii

28 parva

29 cceriilesceizs

30 gtiHeralis

31 ocellata

32 lineola

irinitaiis, sub sp. a

a?]iazonica ,, B

33 aiiriia

34 luctuosa

35 corritia

36 bicolor
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Descriptions etc. will be given in the order of the

above list, excepting those species figuring on the

plate illustrating this article, which will be placed

first. Three of these, viz. 7ni7i7ita, casta7ieive7itris, aud

ocellata, were first imported to this country by my
esteemed friend and fellow-aviculturist Mr. E. W.
Harper, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U., and presented b}^ him to

the Zoological Society of London, in July 1906.

Diet: This is very simple, but the more it is

varied the better, of course providing onl}^ wholesome

food is offered. Their staple diet when not breeding

is millet and canary seed. As regards millet, all the

varieties should be given, viz. white, brown, and

spray ; also grass in flower (i. e. grass in the ear), and

other green food ; most of the species appreciate and

should have a few insects, such as mealworms, smooth

caterpillars, beetles, spiders, and green fly (aphidge)

from rose and fruit trees. Wlien they have young to

feed soft food should be given, dry if they will so eat

it, if not it must be made crumbly moist. I may say

tliat a supply of the mixture given below is alwa3's in

my aviary, and I find nearly all species of finches take

a little.

Soft food mixture: Ants' cocoons (best pro-

curable), dried flies, crushed Osborne biscuits, and

•dried pupae in equal parts.

Before leaving the matter of treatment, I feel that

I ought to deprecate the somewhat common practice

of sifting the excreta and rubbish from the sand and

then using it over again ; this is a most insanitary

practice and very poor economy. The sand absorbs

the moist portion of the excreta, and no matter how
carefully the sifting is done, a portion of the sand is
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•contaminated with the birds' excreta, the moisture

from which it has absorbed— it would be waste of

good space to enlarge upon this, and I hope my
readers will cease such an insanitary practice.

The Lavender-backed Finch.

14. .S". castaneiventris. PMg. 2 on ])late.

An interesting and pretty species, with a sweet

little song, of which there are four at present on view

in the new Bird House* at the Zoo. I am not aware of

any having reached the hands of private aviculturists,

hut I am hoping in a few weeks to become the happy

possessor of some of the rare species figuring on the

coloured plate. So far opportunity has been given

only for studying this species in a cage, and amid the

uncongenial environment of the Parrot House ; but I

am of the opinion that this species would be simply

superb disporting themselves amid tlie greenery of an

outdoor aviary. Mr. Goodchild's fine drawing of this

figure is most characteristic of the species.

Adult male : The general colour of the upper

surface is blue-grey, which is also the colour of the

lesser wing - coverts ; median and greater coverts,

black, tipped and edged with blue-grey ; bastard wing,

primaries, and flights, black, edged with blue-grey
;

the inner secondaries are broadly edged with ashen,

and the inner primaries with a small white spot at the

hase of the outer web ; upper tail-coverts, crown of the

head, ear-coverts, cheeks, and sides of the face, blue-

grey slightly washed with dusky ; tail feathers, black-

ish with gre}^ edgings. Lower surface : throat, breast,

abdomen and under tail-coverts, rudd}^ chestnut ; sides

• Now called the Small Birds' House.
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of body, flanks and thighs, bhie-gre3% a small spot of

pure white at base of mandible ; beak and feet, brown ;

iris, deep brown. Total length, 3J in. bare, tail if in.

Adult female : The upper surface is mostly

brown, lighter and more ruddy on the lower back and

rump; wnngs, dusky-brown, with the lesser coverts

darker, primaries and flights edged with olive; upper

tail - coverts, brown ; tail - feathers, brown narrowly

edged with olive ; lores, eye region, ear-coverts and

under surface, pale olive - brown ; with the breast,

abdomen, under tail-coverts, pale buffish-ochre. Total

length, 3J in., of which the tail measures if in.

The description of the male is from living speci-

mens at the Zoo. ; that of the female from Museum
skins.

Its range according to Museum Cat. is Guiana

and Columbia to Lower Amazonia and Peru.

The Fire-Red Finch.

15. .S. miimta. Fig. 3 on plate.

This dainty finch is one of the gems of the genus ;

it is a trim and tightly feathered bird, full of vivacity,

almost continually uttering his merry little lay.

Judging by the demeanour of the specimens at the

Zoo., amid the uncongenial environment of the Parrot

House, they are ideal cage-birds, become tame fairly

readily, and are neither dull nor listless under such

conditions. As to their fitness for the outdoor aviary,

well—there are few birds that would surpass them, as

they disport themselves amid the greenery of a garden

aviary.

Adult male: The general colour of the upper

surface is brown, lightly washed with greyish-olive ;
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lower back and rump, deep chestnut, lesser wing-

coverts, brown ; median and greater coverts, blackish

brown, edged with greyish- olive, lighter at the ends
;

primary coverts and flights, blackish brown, edged

with ashy, the primaries have whitish margins with a

small spot of white at the base; upper tail coverts,

ashy-olive, with pale chestnut edges ; tail feathers,

blackish-brown, margined with pale brown and having

paler tips, the centre feathers are washed with ashy-

grey ; crown of the head, brown, with a ruddy tinge

on the forehead ; lores, dusky ; ear-coverts, pale

brown, with light shaft streaks ; cheeks, entire under

surface of body, and under tail-coverts, bright chest

nut ; thighs, chestnut brown ; there is a small patch

or spot of white at the base of the cheeks ; beak,

black ; legs and feet, blackish. Total length 4 in,,

tail I J in.

Adult female : Upper surface, dusky brown,

slightly tinged with olive ; rump, upper tail-coverts,

and lesser wing-coverts, dusky brown ; median and

greater coverts, and secondaries, dark brown edged

with bufiiish ochre; primaries, dark brown edged

with olive ; tail feathers, dark brown with light tips

and edged with olive ; crown of the head, dusky

brown ; lores, sides of face, ear-coverts, cheeks and

under surface of body, brownish ochre, the throat and

upper neck are paler and washed with ashy-grey; ab-

domen, whitish buff; sides, flanks, thighs and under

tail - coverts, huffish ochre. Total length 3f in. full,

tail I J in. full.

The above descriptions are from living specimens

at the London Zoo.

"The size of the white wing-spot varies greatly,
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" and is very conspicuous in some specimens and
" is hardly visible in others. There is apparently a

"seasonal plumage, when the bill is brown instead of

" black, the plumage browner, and the brown edges to

" the wing-coverts, quills, and tail-feathers broader

" and more conspicuous. The young male at first

" resembles the adult female, but is more decidedly

" olive above, and has traces of cinnamon colour on
" the rump and on the under surface. There is a con-

" siderable difference in the depth of the chestnut

" colour in a series of males, and the pale colouration

"of the young male tends to prove that the richness

" of tint increases with age, the younger birds inclin-

" ing to cinnamon rather than chestnut." (B. M. Cat.

of Birds, Vol. XII.).

These are points which the aviculturist will be

able to confirm or otherwise, as from information to

hand it appears some of these birds will be on the

market during the summer.

According to the B. M. Cat. their range is from

Panama through Colombia and Venezuela to Guiana y

Trinidad ; Tobago ; Para.

The Bi^ack-headed Lined Finch.

31. 6". ocellata. P'ig 4 011 plate.

This is slightly larger than the preceding species,

an equally desirable bird either for cage or aviary ; its

silken and refulgent plumage, varying according to

light refraction, imparts to this species a very fine

appearance, the contrasts being very striking, yet so

happily blended that the effect is altogether pleasing,,

with an entire absence of harshness. Four specimens,

two males and two females, are on view in tlie new



67

Bird House at the Loudon Zoo., and are certainly

most handsome birds.

Adult male : The upper surface is glistening

greenish-black (steely-blue in some lights), except for

a band of white tinged with grey, across the rump
;

lesser coverts, glistening greenish black; median,

greater and primar}'' wing-coverts, and flights, dull

black, edged with glistenin.g greenish black, the inner

primaries are white at the base of the outer web, the

secondaries are also similarly marked, but the mark-

ings are concealed by the greater coverts ; upper tail

coverts, glossy greenish black ; tail-feathars, black
;

crown of head, glistening glossy black, with a few

white spots forming a longitudinal streak down the

centre of the crown (this white streak is not constant,

and is almost invisible in some specimens) ; lores,

eye-region and ear-coverts, throat and sides of neck,

glossy black ; cheeks, foreneck, breast, abdomen, sides

of body, flanks and under tail-coverts, white ; the

foreneck and sides of flanks are regularly scaled or

mottled, the feathers of these parts having the bases

finely edged with black; beak, black ; legs and feet,

blackish ; iris, deep brown. Total length 4J in.,

tail if in.

Adult female : Differs entirely from the male,

having her upper surface dull olive, rump and upper

tail-coverts light olive; wing-coverts, dull olive with

pale ends to the median and greater coverts forming a

double wing bar
;
primaries, flights and tail-feathers,

dusky edged with olive ; crown of head, dull olive ;

lores, e3'e-region, sides of body, flanks and under tail-

coverts, huffish ochre ; ear-coverts, pale olive ;
cheeks,

throat and foreneck, pale huffish ochre ; breast and
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abdomen, whitish buff. Total length 4J in., tail i|- in.

bare.

Hab :
" Upper Amazonia, Guiana, Venezuela and

Colombia." (B. M. Cat., Vol. XII.).

The Gutturai, Finch.

30. 6\ guttmalis. Fig. i on plate.

This is another charming and also a fairly freely

imported species and, as will be seen from the plate,

forms a pleasing contrast with the preceding three

species, castaneiventris, viimita, and ocellata. It is a

most pleasing species for either cage or aviary; it is a

good singer, but it does not utter its song so frequently

as some of the other species. It is long-lived, and not

unduly quarrelsome in a mixed series. In a state of

nature its feeding grounds are open pastures, and its

principal diet the various indigenous grass seeds.

Adult male : The upper surface is dull olive-

green, upper back, blackish ; lesser coverts, olive-

green : median and greater coverts, dusky edged with

olive-green ; the inner primaries have yellowish-white

bases on the outer webs ; upper tail coverts, olive-

green ; tail - feathers, dusky brown margined with

olive-green ; crown of the head, sides of face, ear-

coverts, cheeks, throat, sides of neck and foreneck,

dusky black ; breast, abdomen, sides of body and

flanks, yellowish white stightly tinged with green,

sides and flanks lightly mottled with black ; under

tail-coverts pale yellow ; beak, blackish horn ; legs

and feet, brownish grey. Total length 4^, tail if.

Adult female : Upper surface, olive-brown, median

and greater coverts are dusky, edged with olive-brown,

and have their tips whitish, forming a somewhat
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obscured doubled bar
;

primaries, flights and tail-

feathers, dusky with olive brown margins ; crown of

the head, sides of face and ear-coverts, olive brown ;

the ear coverts, streaked with whitish ; lores, eye

region, breast and abdomen, whitish-buff; cheeks and

tinder surface of bodj% buffish-ochre ; sides and flanks,

light olive-brown ; thighs and under tail covers, pale

whitish-ochre.* Total length 4 in. full, tail if in.

" Young males at first resemble the adult female,

" but show a good deal of black on the throat and
" crown, all, however, concealed by the overlying

'' greenish plumage.
" Hab. : Brazil, Guiana, Venezuela, Colombia, ex-

" tending into Panama, Ecuador and Peru." (B. M. C.

of Birds, Vol. XII).

The; Whitk-Throated Finch.

I. 5. albigularis.

This, one of the most frequently imported of the

SpermophilcE, is also a very handsome fellow, but its

demeanour in the aviary is anything but amiable, he

is in fact a confirmed bully, will not tolerate males of

liis own species in the same enclosure, and is also

very intolerant of any nearly related species. Though

quietly clad, his garment is very pleasing, the con-

trasts are sharp, yet not harsh, and he is also shapely

formed. To add to his other charms, he is cheap,

enduring and has a sweet little song, which he is very

fond of pouring forth. This species has bred in cap-

tivity, but as the Rev. C. D. Farrar has given a full

account of his success in Bird Notes, Vol. IV., it need

not be repeated here. One point may be worth re-

* Described from living specimens.
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calling—they kept the end of the aviary where their

nest was situated free from other birds. The nest is a

very neat, delicate, yet very strongly woven, cup-

shaj^ed structure. The late Dr. Russ also succeeded

in breeding this species.

Adult male : The upper surface is slatj^-gre}^ the

feathers at the back of the neck and upper back,

slightly mottled with dusky ; lesser coverts, slaty-gre)'

;

median, greater and primary coverts, and upper tail

coverts, blackish with ashy-grey margins ; the middle

primaries white at the base of the outer web forming

an oblong spot; tail-feathers, black narrovv^ly margined

with asln^-grey ; crown and sides of the head, dark

slaty-gre}', mottled with black ; the forehead and lores

are deep l)lack ; cheeks, throat, sides of neck, middle

breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts, white, with a

broad black band extending across the chest ; sides of

body and flanks, grey; beak, ochre-yellow ; legs and

feet, grey ; iris black. Total length 4! in., tail ifin.

Adult female : A full description is not necessary

here for this well known species. It will suffice to say

she is mostly brownish - grey on the upper surface,

flights and tail feathers have blackish centres, and the

first primaries white at the base of the outer webs,

forming an oblong spot ; lower surface white, with a

brownish-gre}^ band across the breast ; beak, black ;

legs and feet, brownish-grey ; iris black.

To be continued.
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Ibave 31311^0 a sense of bumour ?

By R. H. Clarke, M.A., M.B., M.R.C.S.

That the more intelligent varieties of birds such

as Magpies, Jackdaws, Ravens, etc., are fond of mis-

chief is, I think, universally recognised, and of all

animals this quality is most highly developed in

monkeys, who enjoy the greatest intelligence; but it

is common in dogs and possessed, to some extent, by

many other animals.

IvOve of mischief is a very comprehensive and

vague term, and may be exhibited in such a variety of

ways that they cannot well be ascribed to anything

like a common motive, and my enquiry is suggested

by a class of actions which are fairly common, and

which seem to be prompted by a definite purpose to

tease or annoy some individual who is obnoxious to

his antagonist, who regards him not merely with dislike

but often with fear as well. And the tricks resorted

to have a strong family likeness to those which school-

boys sometimes play on unpopular masters when they

think they can carry them out at no very serious

personal risk. No doubt such jokes, in the case of

schoolboys at any rate, are prompted by other motives

besides a sense of humour ; often they are malicious,

or revengeful, and there may be some evidence of

similar feelings in animals. But after eliminating

those which may be ascribed to such motives there

remains a large class of practical jokes which are

prompted more by a sense of humour than any strong

feeling of hostility, and very often, though they would

hardly be called malicious, there is a little flavour of

malice thrown in which increases their piquancy and

adds to their zest. Apparently we can detect similar
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qualities in some of the acts, to which I have referred

above, as mischievous. They cannot be ascribed

wholly or even chiefly to " malice prepense" they are

not sufficiently purposive, there does not appear to be

any intention, and probably no power, to inflict any

definite injury, there is no effort to go beyond tem-

porary annoyance and evidence of this seems to be

sufficient reward for the perpetrator of the joke.

We are most of us familiar with the sight of Rooks,

and even small birds, mobbing a Hawk. It may be

said that this is more than a game, that it is a com-

bination with the object of driving away a common
enemy ; this may be so, though I do not think that is

always the true explanation, and I can recall an in-

stance where it certainly was not so. It occurred in

Sweden, and in the district where I was staying there

was a very strong prejudice against killing Magpies

as it was believed to cause ill luck. The consequence

was that Magpies were very numerous, and a large

number—thirty or more— were constantly about close

to the house. Hawks were fairh'^ numerous also, and

when one appeared near the house, the Magpies would

often engage in a regular game. They would flj'

round him and in fact chase him with the evident

intention of provoking him to strike at them, which

he was often in no mood to do, but at last after much
provocation would turn on them ; they were on the

alert, keenly watching for this, and the moment he

turned they made as fast as possible for a crack under

a barn door which was just large enough to admit

them but not the Hawk, which however often pursued

them to the very door. Having failed, the Hawk
would fly away and as soon as he had gone the Magpie
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would emerge and, after looking about carefully to see

that the coast was clear, would fly out and look for tlie

Hawk. If he was still about the same game would

begin again and continue as long as he remained in the

neighbourhood. If the Hawk did uot respond readily to

the challenge the Magpies would become very daring,

and the risk seemed to possess a remarkable fascination

for them and, though always managing to escape, they

sometimes ran it very fane, and on one occasion the

chase was so close that the Hawk actually caught the

Magpie just as it reached the door and seemed to have

secured a final settlement of accounts with one of his

assailants, the victim however just managed to save its

life but left the whole of its tail in the talons of its

pursuer, and during the remainder of my stay cut a

grotesque figure flying about in a very erratic manner,

like a boat without a rudder. It was a curious per-

formance altogether on the part of the Hawks as well

as the Magpies. I do not think the Hawks ever

attempted to catch the Magpies except when persist-

ently provoked, apparently they could easily have

succeeded when the Magpies were some distance from

the friendly shelter of the barn, as they often were,

and the tailless one would have been an easy prey at

any time, their inclination was apparently to leave the

Magpies alone, but they evidently accepted the latters'

tactics as a challenge and resented it, and allowed

themselves to be provoked into activity against what

was presumably their better judgment, or at least their

instinct and inclination, but they did not appear to

harbour any lasting resentment, and their effort hav-

ing failed were content to leave the Magpies alone if

the latter would permit them. On the part of the
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Magpies the episode was still more singular, it is

difRcult to assign their proceedings to any natural

instinct with which we are acquainted, thej^ appeared

to be allured simply by the fascination of the sport,

they were obviously fully alive to the risk, but de-

liberately courted danger, sometimes great danger, for

the pleasure that it gave them.

Putting ourselves in their place we can easily

realise a sense of gratification at the effort of the

Hawk and his discomfiture, we can fancy a mischievous

urchin under the circumstances taunting his pursuer

with such a remark as " Sold again." But can we

credit a bird with so much intelligence ? The idea of

danger suddenly exchanged for security, of the attack

of a powerful and dreaded enemy ending in igno-

minious failure, these are ideas with which we are

familiar and can sj'mpathise, but they are very dis-

tinctly intellectual operations, and can we credit a

bird's brain with so much capacity? It is rather a

large admission, it goes far beyond the faculties with

which birds, and animals generally, are usually

credited. But unless we assume their possession of

such ideas how are we to explain their actions? Is

there not evidence in the first place of purpose to

provoke a certain action in an antagonist, a recognition

of the risk involved, some sort of valuation of risk on

the one hand and gratification on the other, counting

the cost and electing to incur it for the pleasure it will

afford ? Then the anticipation and quick recognition

of the calculated result, the momentary excitement,

not unmixed with fear, and finally the satisfaction of

escape and security and triumph over a discomfitted

enemv. These are many distinct ideas and not very
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simple ones either. Max Miiller contended that ideas

are impossible without language, and if he was correct

we must apparently dismiss these conclusions and

relegate the whole proceeding to blind and unreason-

ing impulses ; but it seems to me that the onus rests

with those who take this view, of explaining the

nature of these impulses, their source and mode of

origin, and it is so difficult to furnish any satisfactory

solution on these lines that it is apparentl}^ more

reasonable to regard the actions I have described as

evidence of ideas, emotions, and calculations, differing

in degree, but not in kind, from those which we ex-

perience ourselves.

ZTbe HDaapic ^anaQcr.
By J. H. Harrison.

Large variet}' fCissopsis major).

Small variety fCissopsis leverianaj

.

[To help readers in more readily distinguisliinof between

these two species, a full description is given below from the

B. M. Cat. of Birds, Vol. XL—Ed].

C. levei'iana. " Aljove pure white; whole head and neck

" down to the interscapulium shining black ; wings and tail

"black; lesser wing coverts, spots at the ends of the greater

" wing coverts, margins of outer secondaries, and ends of the

" tail feathers white ; below white; throat and breast, extend-

" ing in a point down to the middle of the belly, shining

"black; feathers lanceolate, under wing coverts white; bill

" and feet black ; whole length lo', wing 4-5", tail 5-4. Female
" similar.

" Hab. : Guiana, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, aud
" Bolivia."

C. major. " Above pure white ; whole head and neck, ex-

" tending in a point down to the lower part of the interscapu-

"lium, shining black; lesser wing coverts, spots at the ends of
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"greater coverts, margins of the outer secondaries, and tips of

"the tail feathers white; below wliite ; throat and breast,

"descending to a point in the middle of the belly, shining

"black; feathers lanceolate; under wing coverts white; bill

"and feet black; whole length ii'S", wing 4"8*, tail 6'2 ".

"Female similar, but rather smaller. Hab. S.E. Brazil.

"Only separable from the former by its rather larger size,

" and the greater extent of the black on the upper surface."

—

B. M. Cat. of Birds, Vol. XI.

Tanagens as a whole are a most gorgeous group

of birds, not difficult to keep iu health and condition

if suitably catered for; they are however but little

known to the mass of foreign bird lovers. According

to those ornithologists who have given close study to

the classification of species they are a very large

family. There are perhaps upwards of 400 different

kinds of these birds. * In my small aviary I have the

Scarlet, Superb, Olive -green, Tricolotir, Blue and

Black, Archbishop, Cuban, Palm, Blue, and Magpie.

It is however of the Magpie that I have been asked to

contribute a few notes, and of an individual bird. My
bird is well-known to many bird lovers owing to its

fairly frequent appearance on the Show bench : it is

figtired on another page (this line drawing I consider

one of Mr. Goodchild's happiest efforts). It came into

my possession in December 1903, and had been im-

ported the previous year, by, I think, Mr. Frostick,

who kept it in an ordinary garden aviary, where it was

successfully moulted. This bird is the larger of the

two species (C. major) and is so far as I can ascertain

a native of S. E. Brazil, Why designated Magpie?

The reason is not far to seek, inasmuch as the bird is

of black and white plumage, his general appearance

• There are over 370 kuowu species ol the Family Tanagridce.—'Ev.
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and temperament are not ver\^ dissimilar to those of

the English Magpie (^Pica rthtica). He is of long

slender and elegant build, about 12 inches long, from

the curve of his short strong beak to the tip of his

long narrow tail. His plumage gives him a very

handsome appearance, and is very lustrous, its blacks

and whites very pure and rich, and the feathers very

finely formed ; his eye with its large black pupil en-

circled in golden-amber gives to him an expression of

vicacity and intelligence.

The smaller variety (C. levcriand) is approximately

two inches smaller than C. iiiajor, and the black areas

of the head and neck do not terminate in points, as

they do in the larger bird {vide illustration). It was

I think in 1899 or 1900 that I saw the smaller species

at one of our Northern Shows, where it was awarded

first and special for the best bird in the Show. I made
several efforts to purchase it, but without success.

On the Show bench he has been very successful.

He has twice won premier honours at the Crystal

Palace among the keenest competition, and is I believe

the only one ever exhibited there. This year at the

Palace he was only fourth, why, I failed to understand.

In the Provinces he has been equally successful,

having been placed first at all the leading shows,

including Manchester, Preston, St, Helen's, and many
others. To-day he is in the pink of condition, and

looking as juvenile as when I first became his proud

possessor, four years ago.

All Tanagers are more or less of a timid nature,

and my Magpie was at one time no exception to the

rule. When he came into my possession he was wild,

restless, and terrified at the approach of strangers, but
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familiarity and kindness have made him as companion-

able as any bird can be. A mistaken idea prevails, I

find, about his temperament. When at the Palace

Show in February last I was frequently asked if he

was vicious ! I can only conclude that this thought is

due to the fact that he is always on the qui vive, in

conjunction with his bright and wicked looking eyes

and curved bill. Even when with other birds smaller

and weaker than himself he is always amiable and

quiet.*

I have spoken of his intelligence. He readily

recognises my footsteps and as I approach the bird he

looks in lively anticipation for a tit bit. Whenever I

open the cage door he gracefully hops out straight for

the mealworm tin in my hand, from which he helps

himself to a substantial meal. Then he will indulge

in a fly round, but never fails to return to his cage.

Diet : I am a great believer in mealworms and

consider them invaluable for insectivorous birds ; they

may be given frequently and plentifully with the most

beneficial results. The condition of my Tanagers is

my best guide, and I do not think any harm can result

however liberally this class of food may be supplied.

Swollen feet are not, in my opinion, attributable to an

over indulgence of mealworms ; the only drawback I

know of is their cost where a large number of birds

are kept.f A good supply of ripe fruit, such as apples,

* Tliis may be true of an individual bird, and a baclielor at that—such
instances occur with all species ; it is nevertheless an undoubted and proved
fact that practically all species of Tanagers are absolutely vicious, when in

pairs during the breeding season, and at that time are very unsafe company
for any birds smaller or weaker than themselves, neither should two pairs of
the same species be kept in one aviary.—Ed.

t These insects are a perfectly safe article of diet, in fact an absolute

necessity where insectivorous birds are kept, and all my birds get a liberal

supply. For economy and variety I give during the sunnner as many bugs,

beetles, etc , as the garden supplies.—Ed.
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bananas, pears, grapes, and oranges should be served

out daily. The staple food of my Magpie Tanager

consists of ants' eggs, dried flies, sponge cake, and

stale bread well pounded together and as many insects

as I can procure, occasionally a little carrot, potato,

and Osborne biscuit may be introduced as a change.

On this diet I have kept my Tanagers in perfect

health and plumage for a number of years. The
Magpie is very fond of his bath and is indulged four

or five times a day in fresh water. He has plenty of

accommodation: his cage being about 6ft. long, 5ft.

high and 2 ft. 6 in. back to front. All my cages are

semi-box style, and are arranged round a large well

lighted and airy room. In fact the birds live over the

sea and can enjoy a good ozone laden breeze, the

windows being open night and day all seasons, except

during very severe frost.

[Mr. Goodfellow in his paper "A Naturalist's Notes

in Ecuador," published in the Aviculhiral Magazine,

Vol. VI., Old Series, page 97, gives an interesting

account of these birds as follows:

—

"At the headwaters of the Napo ou the Aniazoiiiau side,

" we first came across the Magpie Tanager {Cissopsis leveriana).

"This is not the species we see alive in England sometimes,

—

*' C. major. I thought it was till I got m}' skins home, when I

" fonnd mine was a much smaller bird. The total length of the

" leveriana is just 10", otherwise the two kinds seem to me
"identical.* There may be some slight difference besides the

"size, for I have not 3'et paid particular attention to them.

" Dominicos" the Ecuadorians call them from their black and

" white plumage. We did not meet them on the Napo after

" where the Coca joins it, but just at that place they were fairly

" numerous. I used to observe them flying past our hut, every

" morning. At the edge of the forest near bj^ grew a number

* Note descriptions at ]iead of article.

—

Kd.



8o

" of green bushes, and on the ver\' topmost leaves, the Magpies

"would alight. I never saw them settle otherwise than on the

" very top. These bushes had clusters of small hard buds on
" them, and it was these they came to eat. We were there

"during May and June, and at first I thought they had nests .it

" that time, for they always kept in pairs ; but on second

" thoughts I hardly think they could have been nesting then,

" for thej' were in heavy moult and it was difficult to get one in

"good plumage."

Owing to an attack of fever lasting nearly the whole of

his stay in this unhealthy place Mr. Goodfellovv was nnable to

pay as much attention to their habits as he would have liked.

In a private letter my friend Mr. K. W. Harper, who is at

present in Georgetown, Brit. Guiana, makes the following

comment:

—

"Amongst the birds which I saw in the clearings at the edge

of the forest were some Magpie Tanagers. Thej' looked ver}'

pretty and conspicuous with their long tails floating behind.

The local name is the "French" sackie. " Sackie " means

Tanager."

—

Ed.]

mestino motes, 1907-

By Mrs. Anningson.

Scarlet Tanagers.
(Rhainphoccclus bfasi/insj.

Tanagers are .such exquisite creatures, that, with

all that has appeared in our magazine recently, I am
sure, many will be pleased to hear about the doings of

my Scarlet Tanagers, My experience of the late winter

has led me to the conclusion that Scarlet Tanagers

are not at all delicate, for if birds can live in an outdoor

aviary without an}' artificial heat, through the very

hard and bitterly cold winter that we have just

experienced, tliey must be mucli more robust than we
think. All my Tanagers have been in a cold aviary
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all the winter, and I cannot find words to describe how

very lovely they look, their plumage is grand, the

scarlet being of such intense red, with a beautiful

shimmering gloss over the whole plumage, that they are

indeed very lovel}' ; but with all their loveliness, what

spiteful little creatures they are! being very difficult

to keep with other birds, especially those having any

scarlet colour in their plumage; you cannot leave

them together in the aviary without risk* ; for

instance, my Virginian and Red-headed Cardinals, and

also the Crimson-shouldered Whydah have suffered

from the continuous persecution of the Scarlet

Tanagers ; they could get no rest until I moved them

into another aviar^^ All this commotion and uproar

occurred about the first week in January last ; I

wondered if the Tanagers wanted quietude, so

watched them to see if they wanted to nest. I soon

found this to be the case, for one morning whilst

feeding my birds, I noticed the cock Tanager pick up

an empty millet spray, and ^y away with it to the very

highest place in the aviaiy, and begin to build a nest.

After this was completed the hen laid some eggs, but

how many I cannot say, for the nest was too high up

for observation, and I dare not run the steps up, as

female Tanagers are very nervous birds; however,

about the early part of February, I was sadly dis-

appointed to find two little baby Tanagers lying dead

on the aviary floor. This is the second nest of Tanagers

that I have had, but I regret to say, so far none of the

* This demeanour appears to be common with all species that have so

far attempted to nest in captivity, and also with those kept in pairs as the

breeding season approaches, they are very unsafe company for any birds

weaker than themselves, and often for those apparently their equal in

strength.—Rd.
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young have been reared. I felt, after the first brood

lived to be nearly a month old that they were safe, but

the hen brought them out from the nest in her wings

and they were killed, however I must keep on hoping

for better luck next time, as the Tanagers have gone

to nest again and the hen has laid one egg, and I am
thankful to say in quite a different part of the aviary,

not so high up, so that possibly things will turn out

better this time.
i:- Sr H-

General: The season is a little early, but I have

some other little birds just able to leave the nest, and

to begin to fly about, viz., Budgerigars, White Java

Sparrows, Cutthroats, and some little Waxbills, all

doing well. I feel I have began the season very well.

* Iff *

Rufous-backed Mannikins.

My delight and surprise were great, when I dis-

covered that my little Rufous-backed Mannikins had

started nesting.* I may say these are in a cage, not

loose in the aviary. How very pretty the little hen

looks in her little basket nest, with the cock keeping

guard on the top of the basket. I wonder if any

others have began to nest, or if mine are the first pair

to do so? About ten years ago these were quite

common and could be bought for 6/6 a pair.

[There have been none on the market for quite a

number of years, and on their reintroduction last year

were sold at 50/- a pair, though some were sold quite

cheaply before their species was recognised.

—

Ed.]

* Mr. Teschemaker has a pair of this species engaged iu incubation,

iu his out-door aviary.

—

Ed.
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H ffaecinating Ibobbp.

By Miss E. M. Baker.

The keeping of foreign birds is to me intensely-

interesting ; my birds are kept in a good sized aviary

and I find them very little trouble to keep in health

and condition ; of course I am speaking of the

commoner, that is the freely imported species, that are

kept by the majority of bird lovers.*

One never tires of studying their individuality,

charming characteristics, song, courting movements,

and endless other interesting birdy ways ; which

keep up an endless source of interest to the fortunate

possessor of a garden-aviary and mixed series.

Most of these (the common species) reward our

care, by their confidence, and readiness to nest in our

aviaries.

I have two outdoor aviaries. In one I keep all

kinds of small Finches and Doves ; in the others are

Parrakeets, Cardinals, Malabar Starlings, Budgerigars,

Crested Doves, and many others.

Last year the Zebra Finches, Cutthroats, Doves,

Canaries, etc., successfully reared young. It was very

interesting, and quite a prett}^ picture to watch the old

birds (Zebra Finches) and their young (after they were

full grown), cuddling altogether in the nest, which

was built in a toy basket, f

*Itis surprising- what a really interesting series of handsome, beautiful,

and engaging- birds can be kept without going outside the freely imported

species.—Ed.

t This species, in spite of its commonness, is a general favourite ; its

saucy independence, fearless demeanour, readiness to produce its kind, and
even his "penny trumpet " sort of song, have won for him a place from

which he will not readily be deposed, for he is still to be found iu almost

every coUectiou of foreign Finches.—Ed.



A pair of Black-tbroated Quails, made a quaint

little nest of grass, and laid seven eggs, but after

incubating almost tbe full period, tbe ben forsook

them ; tbis was botb disappointing and annoying, as

tbere was a bird in each egg.

In addition to tbe above, tbe following birds bave

reared young in my aviaries: Budgerigars, Cockateels,

Grey Cardinals, Wbite Java Sparrows, Bengalese and

Saffron Fincbes; and once I found a little nest con-

taining two tiny eggs, wbicb I believe were laid by

Golden-breasted Waxbills.

At tbe present time I bave sitting Java Sparrows,

Cardinals, Crested Doves, Canaries, and some otber

small foreigners.

I may say all my birds bave been out of doors tbe

whole of tbe winter, and though this has been severe,

I bave not lost one through exposure, and my birds

are all in excellent condition.

lEMtoriaL

THE BANKSIAN COCKATOO : In " Canary and Cage

Bird Life " for May 3rd, 1907, there appears an interesting

letter, under the signature of " A Resident for Many Years

in New South Wales."
" The Banks Cockatoo : Permit me first to ask, why " Baiiksiaii " ? This

" splendid bird was discovered by .Sir Joseph Banks at the end of the i8th

" Century, although, the Grand Cockatoo and the Funerea have long- been

" known from their proximity to human habitations. With the Banks bird,

" however, it is different ; shy and wary, it is seldom to be approached,

" existing- in its grand isolation iu the denser forests, and never seen in

" flocks like the other species. The Banks Cockatoo is classed at the head

" of the black species, but so similar is it to the Grand Cockatoo (the next

" in the scale) that a visit to South Kensington Museum will show how
" difficult it is for the unexperienced to decide between them—the female

" is the yellow speckled bird with yellow and red tail feathers, whilst the

" male is not only smaller, but a richer black, with red tail feathers. The
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" few specimens of true Banks Cockatoos in captivity (three at the outside,

" I understand) make their study therefore difficult, and the stringent laws

" for their protection and non -exportation justify one in assuming that any
" more specimens that can be smuggled out of New South Wales will be few
" and far between if any. Neither the New York nor the Berlin Gardens
" possess one to my knowledge, and any assertions of foreign naturalists

" must be taken cum g-iaiio salt's. As to the Banks bird " laying " in captivity,

" I should be glad to hear further particulars, and if your authority asserts

" that the black bird is the hen, the phenomenon would be a land-mark in

" natural history— the Banks bird is a glorious specimen, and literally

" hypnotises one by its combined dignity and gentleness."

Further coiiinieut is unnecessary at this juncture ; the

Museum Catalogue, etc., appears to be fully vindicated—the

above is also a most interesting communication on the habits

of the bird, when in its native wilds. At the same time it is

difficult to understand, that the writer of the communication

appearing in our last issue, could have made an assertion

directly opposite to the Museum Catalogue, and the sexed

skins in the Bird Room at the South Kensington Museum,
without some ocular evidence on which to base same.

—

Kd.

/IDiscellaneous HAotes.

In the Waders' Aviary at the London Zoological Gardens nesting

operations have already commenced. An almost if not absolutely unique

event is the nesting of the Ring Ouzel, which so far appears to be sitting

steadily ; it will certainly be a most interesting event in theavicultural world

if young are successfully reared. Turtle Doves have hatched and are busily

engaged in feeding a pair of squabs. Missel Thrushes have also built and
are sitting close, in fact being almost due to hatch. The Pied Wagtails, by
their demeanour, are evidently on the same purpose bent.

In the Western Aviary the Crested, Spotted and Wonga-Wonga Pigeons

are nesting.

Interesting advents to the gardens are, a number of Snow Finches

[Montifringilla nivalis), and some young specimens of the Spotted Emu
(placed on deposit by Messrs. Payne and Wallace the Australian Collectors),

these are but yet small, being only eight montlis old : they reach a huge
size when fully adult.

The Hon. L. Walter Rothschild has placed on deposit a Hawk-headed
Caique, of which there was a coloured plate in last issue of Bird Notes. It is

a darker and much duller coloured bird than the specimen described in our

last issue, and appears to me to be a female.
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(^on•e6po^^encc.

T<ADY DUNLEATH'S AVIARIEvS.

SiK,— I am glad to be able this Spring to give a very good

account of my aviaries. I have never seen small birds in such

beautiful condition as my Cordon Bleus and Waxbills are now
in after being out the whole Winter. Every day from Novem-
ber 1st to middle of March the hanging duplex lamp and the

small duplex burner stove were ligliled. The cottage into

which the birds fly every night as soon as the lamps are lighted,

is about 40 feet long and 15 feet wide. It is divided by wire

netting into three compartments. In the first, are the lamps^

and this contains all the small birds, such as Waxbills, Cordons,

Zebra Finches, Cutthroats, Mannikius, Bengalese, Canaries,.

Spice-birds, Avadavats, vSilverbills, Nuns, etc. I have lost very

few birds this Winter. On the 30th March a Canary hatched

one 3'onng one. She never lays more than one egg even in

Summer. The 3'oung one was a fine strong bird, but after two

days it disappeared, I am afraid a mouse must have taken it.

Three days ago when cutting old fern fronds I discovered a

Canary sitting on two eggs. The next day the rain came down

in torrents, I looked at the nest and found the bird off and the

eggs swimming in water, so I took out the eggs, dried them,

and put a piece of white flannel in the nest after taking out

the wet feathers and moss. I then put the eggs back and

made a little roof of wood and felt over the nest. After watch-

ing for a few minutes I saw the bird go back to her nest where

slie has been sitting ever since. I still keep the cottage doors

and windows shut at night. The next compartment contains

Cardinals, Pekin Robins, Weavers, Whydahs, Virginian Nightin-

gales, Cocketiels, Californian Quails, etc. The third compart-

ment has Pigeons and different kinds of Doves. The young

Nicobar Pigeon hatched last year is doing very well. He has

not yet got his white tail, and is not so green as his parents, but

is a beautiful reddish-bronze colour all over. I have had my
Nicobars for six years, but this is the onl}' one I have succeeded

in rearing. The old bird is now sitting on one egg—the}' onl}'

lay one egg and then sit ; I have always found the first two or
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three eggs clear and geuerallj' examine the egg the sixth day,

and if it is clear I throw it away and they then at once lay

another in the same nest. Every year they go back to the nest

on the top of an old stump high up in a corner of the aviary.

N. L. F. DUNI^EATH.

THE NEW BIRD ROOM AT TODDINGTON
MANOR, BEDS.

Sir,—This room is as far as position goes, nearly perfect

for birds, facing west and south-west, and being at the top of

the house, obtains early and late sun. Two windows, west and

south-west, with frames of wire, windows (open by pulleys),

with blinds to keep cool if wanted in summer. Then in two cor-

ners there are fir trees cut to fit from floor to ceiling with top

boughs left on and some up from bottom as convenient

perches ; round these are a thick bundle of reeds from lake,

making cosy hiding and nesting places.

Floor is covered with zinc, extending upwards to cover

wainscotting, to make entrance by mice impossible, and the

door is made secure in the same manner, by putting a piece of

board across the frame to receive the zinc. The fire-place is

blocked with board. A deep covering of gravell}' sand is over

ziuc, and a large turf is in the corner. In front of windows

are wires stretched just below wire frames with food tins, and

below a perch. Big baths on floor and tins for the birds who
prefer to eat low—such as Mynah, Oriole, and one or two

others.

The walls have been painted with Hall's Sanitary Wash-

able Distemper, white in color, so as to show up birds well.

A good many nest - branches are in another corner with

more reeds. In this room I have the following birds at

present :

—

Golden Oriole, Red-cheeked Bulbul, Lesser Mynah, Brown-

throated Candinal, one pair Yellow-bellied Liothrix, White

Javas, Ribbon Finches, Green Singing Finches, Madagascar

Weavers, Whydahs, Diamond Sparrows, and Pintail Nonpareils.

Should any of our members want a really happy life for

their birds, make a bird-room, let it be a large one. The



entire cost of fitting up this room was ui:der ;^6—that was
painting, zinc, frames, boards, and all lal^our.

Edith Warrkn Vhrnon.

post riDortcm IRcports.
{Vide Rules).

Mrs. E. Warren Vernon answered by post.

Cock Cockatiei.. (E. Wm. Chaplin). Cause of death due
to the catarrhal form of septicaemia, which is a common
disease at this time of the year.

Cock Brambi^EFINCh. (Frank Howe). The bird was ve

fat and had a splendid plumage. Cause of death was due
to acute septicaemia associated with congestion of lungs.

Had it been exposed to a draught during this changeable

weather }

Linnet. (Mark Aronstein, Cork). Acute congestion of lungs

and chronic disease of the liver and intestines were

discovered on post mortem.

Hen BUI.I.FINCH. (Mark Aronstein, Cork). The cause of

death was due to emaciation resulting froTu chronic disease

of the liver, acute congestion of lungs and enteritis. Do
not give inga seed to your birds. Keep them scrupulously

clean and free from dampness and draughts. Scrub and

disinfect your cages and then expose them to the sun's

rays for a week or longer.

Yei,i,ow Budgerigar. (Frank Howe). Cause of death due

to a chill, partly from fear, and partly from the bad weather

we have been experiencing, during a prolonged journey.

Yei,i,ow-coi.lar Parrakeet. Batnadius semi - torquatus.

(J. N. Wilson, Bitterne). The sex of this bird was a

male. It was somewhat emaciated ami the lungs were

congested. I found a bony substance in the trachea

(probably a foreign body inhaled) and this would account

for the symptoms observed during life. Did cuttle-fish

bone enter into the dietary of this bird i

Henry Gray.





1. The PLUMBEOUS FINCH.
5. iiliimbeci

2. The LINED FINCH.
S. lineola.

3. The WHITE-THROATED FINCH.
S. albigiUans.

4. The BLUISH FINCH.
S. carulescens.

[UKAWX KROM I.IKE.
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BIRD NOTES:
THE JOURNAL OF

THE FOREIGN BIRD CLUB.

^be (5enu5 Spermopbila.
By Wesley T. Page, F.Z.S.

fContinned from page ^oj.

The Half-white Finch.

2. .S". hypoleuca.

I do not think any living specimen of this species

has yet reached this conntry, and not having a skin in

my cabinet I have been compelled to quote from the

Museum Catalogue.

" Adult male : General colour, above slaty-grej' ; lesser wing-
" coverts, like the back ; median and greater coverts, dusky
" blackish, edged with slaty-grey ; bastard wing, primary coverts

" and quills, blackish, fringed with ashj'-grey, hoar3--whitish

"on the primaries, the inner ones of which have white bases to

" the outer webs, forming a large alar speculum ; upper tail

" coverts, a little more ashy than the l:)ack ; tail feathers

"blackish, edged with ashy-gre}- aud tipped with ashy; crown
" of head like the back, slightly mottled with obscure dusky

"centres to the featliers ; sides of face, lores, feathers round
" the eye, and ear coverts, slaty - grey ; cheeks, throat and
" under surface of body, white ; sides of neck, slaty-grey

;

" lower throat and foreneck, washed with ashy-gra}' ; sides of

"body and flanks also ashy-grey; under tail coverts, white

;

"'bill, reddish-grey-brown' (Neuwied), 'fleshy red' (W. A.

" Forbes), ' legs greyish brown ; iris greyish brown ' (Neuwied),

" ' iris brown ' (W. A. Forbes). Total length 4-65 in., tail 2 in.

"I believe that two species are confounded under the

" heading of 6\ hypoleuca, for some male birds are entirely

"white below, without an\' grey on the fore neck. The only
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" argument against the existence of two species is that both

"forms occur in the same locality, W. A. Forbes having met
" with them near Pernanibuco. I may mention, however, that

" two forms of females, one reddish-brown and the other olive-

*' brown, also occurred in his collection. In one of his white-

" breasted males the secondaries are also white at the base of

"the outer web, forming a second alar speculum, which is

" however concealed by the greater coverts. Habitat: Brazil."

(B. M. Cat., Vol. XII.)

The Grey Finch.

(Grey Grosbeak. Lath.).

3. 6". grisea.

Adtilt male: Upper surface, mostly dark grey,

with a slaty sheen and slightly washed with brown on

the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wing-coverts, black-

ish narrowly edged with grey on the outer webs ;

primaries and flights black, edged with ashy grey
;

the outer webs of the inner primaries are white at the

base, forming a small white patch, almost obscured by

the primary coverts ; tail-feathers, blackish with dtisky

grey edgings, the centre feathers having a slightly

ashy sheen ; lores and base of cheeks, blackish ; crown,

sides of face, ear-coverts, sides of neck and throat,

ijides of body and flanks, dark grey with a slaty sheen
;

breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts, white ; beak,

blackish ; legs and feet, brownish. Total length 4! in,

tail ij in.

" In some specimens the grey colour of the throat

" extends over the breast." (B. M. Cat., Vol. XII.)

Adult female : Upper surface, mostly pale olive

brown ; wings, dusky brown edged with grey ; crown

of the head, dusky ; lores, eye region, ear-coverts,

cheeks, thighs and tinder tail-coverts, pale yellowish
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olive ; centre of breast and abdomen, whitish. Total

length 4J in., tail if in.

"Habitat: from Guiana to Venezuela ; Trinidad, and Co-

"lonibia extending to Panama." (B. M. C.)

The Plumbeous Finch.

4. 5". pliimbea. Uncoloured plate, fig. i.

Adult male : The general colour of the upper

surface is ashen, rump a little lighter; tail, blackish

edged with greyish brown and slightly tipped with

pale ashy; lesser wing-coverts, ashen; median and

greater coverts blackish, edged with ashy grey
;

primaries, edged with whitish grey, the inner ones

white at the base of the outer web, forming a fairly

large white patch (see plate) ; crown of head, ashen
;

lores, black; ear-coverts, dark ash grey with whitish

shaft lines ; cheeks, dark ash grey, with a small white

streak at the base ; lower eyelid, white ; the under

surface is ashy grey, with the centre of the breast,

abdomen, and under tail-coverts almost pure white;

thighs, whitish grey ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet,

brownish grey ; iris, brown. Total length 4^ in., tail

if in. (Described from living .specimen at the Zoo.)

"'Habitat: Brazil, extending into Bolivia." (B. M. Cat.,

Vol. XII.)

Sub sp. A. .S". whiteleyana.

" Adult male : General colour above, pale ashy grey rather

" lighter on the lower rump ; lesser wing coverts like the back;
" median and greater coverts dusky blackish edged with hoary
" ashy on the latter; bastard wing, primary coverts and quills,

" dusky blackish edged with ashy, the primaries margined with
" hoary grey, the inner ones white at the base of the outer web,

"forming an alar speculum; tail coverts, ashy gre}' ; tail

" feathers, blackish edged with ashy, and pale brown at the tips
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"of the feathers; crown of the head, like the back; lores,.

" dusky ashy ; lower eyelid white ; ear-coverts and cheeks, dull

" ashy ; fore part of cheeks and upper throat; white ; centre of

throat and under surface of bod)', pale ashy grey ; centre of

"breast and abdomen, white; thighs and under tail-coverts,

"white. Total length 4-4 in., tail 1-75 in.

" Other males, apparently younger birds, procured at the

" same season of the year, are much browner above and on the

"margins of the wing-coverts and quills; the under parts are

" also suffused with brown, which likewise deadens the white

"on the throat and abdomen. Habitat: Guiaua." (B. M. Cat.^

Vol. XII.)

Sub sp. B. 6^ colonibiana.

"Adult male: Similar to the male of 5. plumbea, but a

" little paler grey, and distinguished by the feathers below the-

" fore part of the cheeks and the entire throat being white.

"Total length 4-5 in., tail 1-65. Habitat: U. S. of Colombia."

(B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

The Lined Finch.

32. 5". lineola. Fig. 2, uncoloured plate.

Adtilt male : Upper stirface, Itistrotis greenish

black ; which is also the colour of the head and neck
;

from the base of the upper mandible there extends a

broad longitudinal band of white across the crown of

the head, and the base' of each cheek is adorned with

a similar stripe ; wings, greenish black relieved with

a white patch at base of primaries, a similar patch

adorns the secondaries, but this is obscured by the

greater coverts; tail, black; under surface pure white

washed on the sides and flanks with light grey ; the

throat is black ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet, leaden

grey ; iris, brown. Total length 4! in,, tail if in. It

ranges over South Brazil, Parraguay, Argentina and

Bolivia.
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Adult female : Slightly smaller, differs materially

in plumage from the male, being an olive brown bird,

lighter on the under surface ; the wings are dusky

brown, most of the feathers being margined with paler

olive brown ; tail, brown, margined with olive brown ;

lores, eye region, cheeks and throat, pale huffish ochre,

and the breast and abdomen are washed with the

same colour ; beak, blackish brown ; legs and feet,

brownish flesh colour; iris, greyish brown. Total

length 4 in,, tail if in. (Male and female described

from life).

"Young males at first resemble the old females, but are

*' generally more fulvous below, and may be detected by a little

"black ou the wing- and tail-feathers, or under the throat-

" feathers, which form a dusky patch, followed by a whitish

"patch on the lower throat." (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

This Species is but seldom on the market, and so

far I have been only able to study living specimens at

the Zoo. It is an alert and confiding bird, and has a

soft and pleasing song.

Burmeister states that he met with this species in

moist wooded districts, and that they were to be seen

in small flocks. It is found in Brazil, Guiana and

Venezuela.

Dr. Sharpe, in the B. M. Cat.,Vol. XII., gives two

sub species.
Sub sp. A. 5". trinitalis.

This inhabits Trinidad, and has the longitudinal

white band on the crown of Ihieola represented by a

few white spots only.

Sub sp. B. 5". amazonica.

This, the Amazonian form (male), has neither

white streak nor white spots on the forehead. Total

length 3*9 in., tail 1-65 in. The female is much
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browner than the female of lineola, and lacks the

olive tinge of that species, and is much browner

below. Total length 4 in., tail 16 in.

The Bluish Finch
29. i>". ccerulescens. Fig. 4, uncoloured plate.

This is very similar to albigularis in plumage, and

compared with that species its song is much inferior;

nevertheless, it is a pleasing species, and merits a

place in all collections of Finches, but unfortunately

it is but seldom that an opportunity occurs for obtain-

ing it ; up to the present, with the exception of

albigularis, all the genus are only occasionally to be

purchased. I do not consider it merits a separate

description : it differs from albigtdaris in its slightly

smaller size {ccerulesce7is 4J in., albigularis 4f in. full.

some specimens quite 4J in.), and black chin-patch,

its nest is strong and cup-shaped ; its eggs are white,

spotted with either black or grey.

" The male in seasonal plumage is washed with olive brown
" on the back, wings and tail, and the head and ear-coverts are

"ashy grey, the black being visible only on the base of the

" forehead, lores and fore part of the ear-coverts. It is evident

"that in the full plumage the ashy grey colour becomes

"abraded and the black spreads over the crown. The black

"spot on the throat and the band on the fore neck are both

"overshaded with grey." (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

The adult female is mostly olive brown above,

wing- and tail-feathers, dusky brown edged with olive

brown ; eye region and cheeks, dull white washed

with ochreous on the cheeks ; under surface mostly

huffish brown, pale and washed with yellowish on the

abdomen ; under tail-coverts, huffish ochre. Total

length 4J in, bare, tail if in,

{To be continued.)
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^be Hmctb\>5t Starling.
By E. HOPKINSON, D.S.O., M.B.

Pholidauges leiicogaster, the White-bellied (or lo-

use the Zoo's prettier and less anatomical name), the

Amethyst Starling, is certainl}' one of the handsomest

of the West African birds I know. It is, however,

but very rarely imported into England,—so rarely

that a male I took home to the Zoo last year was the

first specimen they had ever had there, and, as far as I

could ascertain, almost, if not quite, the first to reach

England alive. Why this should be the case I do not

quite understand, as they are b}^ no means rare in their

own country or difficult to keep in captivity, while the

beautiful plumage of the male, glossy royal purple

contrasting with pure white, would ensure his fetching

a good price in the market and taking high honours

on the show-bench. I have had two males as cage-

birds since I have been in the Gambia, and to judge

from my experience with these, this Starling takes

readily to cage-life, keeping his beautiful plumage in

spotless condition, and thrives well on any ordinary

soft-food mixture. He soon becomes tame, has a fair

share of the usual Starling intelligence, and although

he is no great singer, his notes are pleasing to the

ear, being a series of soft fluty whistles, very different

from the harsh screams and cries of his relations the

Glossy Starlings.

The plumage of the male is as follows : Whole

upper surface including wing-coverts, together with

the sides of the face, throat and upper chest, royal

.purple with metallic reflections, bluish or reddish

according to the light or its angle of incidence ; this

;varying sheen under certain lights, more particularly
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when the bird stands facing the setting sun, often

gives the throat and breast the appearance of a

glowing ember, so that the bird looks as if it was red-

breasted, although no sign of such colour is visible

under ordinary illumination. The rest of the under

surface is pure white with a pale greyish tinge towards

the sides. The lores, chin, a line through the eye and

the primary quills are black; the edge of the wing

white, its under surface blackish grey ; tail-feathers

blackish with a purple gloss above, except the two

centre ones, whicli are entirely purple ; below it is a

very dark grey. Some males have brown edges to

nearly all the purple feathers ; this one finds chiefly

in birds shot during the dry season. These may be

young birds, or on the other hand the full brilliant

plumage may only be attained in the rains (the breed-

ing season) by the shedding of these brown edges.

Both my birds were caught just before the rains, and

these two had no sign of brown edging.

The female is very different from the male ; above

brown, mottled, most of the feathers having lighter

edges ; wings and tail darker; below whitish with an

indistinct rufous band across the chest. Length about

6J inches, that is rather larger than a Nightingale.

Irides bright yellow in the male, a paler yellow in the

female; bill and feet black in both sexes.

In the first of the two volumes on West African

birds in the Naturalists' Library published as long ago

as 1843, Swainson describes both sexes of this species

and gives a plate of the male. The latter is accurate

as to shape and attitude, but does not give the least

idea of the natural colour, which in the plate is repre-

sented as a dark indigo instead of the lovely clear
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purple it actually is. On the other hand his descrip-

tion of the male's gleaming plumage with its glancing

play of colour is so accurate, that I cannot do better

than quote it here. "This is the least, and may be
" almost pronounced the most lovely species of the

" group ; for although it has not such a gorgeous dis-

" play of many colours as some of its companions, the

"inimitable richness and variability of the scale-like

" feathers of the body, renders it quite a gem among
"birds. The colour of these feathers is metallic, and
" all the same ; but with this diflference, that in some
" lights they appear of the richest purple, and in

" others of the deepest lilac, so as to appear almost

" red The male has the whole

"of the head, neck, breast, back, middle tail-feathers,

" and the greatest part of the wings, of a rich soft

"satiny appearance,—of the deepest and richest blue,

" glossed with purple when held from the light, but

" which changes to a fire-coloured red, resembling

"lake, when the bird is held between the light and
" the spectator. This colour, upon the lesser quills

" and the lateral tail-feathers, only covers those parts

"which are exposed; the rest, and the whole of the

" primary quills are black. From the breast to the

" under tail-coverts, the plumage is of a snowy white-

" ness."

The range of this species extends throughout

West Africa ; in the Gambia they are not uncommon,
chiefly within about 50 miles of the coast, where the

bush is in most places thicker than farther inland,

and apparently more suited to their requirements.

Near Bathurst, the capital, one meets with them in the

thickets which border the road running through the
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swamp, which extends behind the sand-barrier of the

sea-shore. They are generally found in pairs, flying

from bush to bush, the male usually leaving cover first,

to be followed a few moments later by his plainly

attired mate. Their food consists of various berries

and bush-fruits, especially those of the " Soto" tree, a

kind of wild fig, which is very plentiful in this

country; one of these, when its fruit is ripe, is always

alive with different species of fruit- or nectar-eating

birds, and among the crowd a pair of Amethyst Star-

lings will probably be found. They also eat a good

many insects, especially, I think, those kinds attracted

to over-ripe or rotting fruits, but at times one also

sees them hunting ants or other creeping things on

the ground.

In captivity, as I said above, they are not difficult

to cater for; my two birds lived for the first month

after capture almost entirely on live " Bug-a-bug" or

white ants, the insect-food so easily (fortunatel}' for

birds, but unfortunately for the owner of stores or

boxes) obtainable out here. Later on I got out a

supply of one of the advertised mixed " Insect foods,''

and on this and soaked dog-biscuit, the one which I

succeeded in bringing home did well for the three

months I had him out here. Eventually he reached

the Zoo. fit and well in spite of all the travelling he had

done by land and sea, and there he was still flourishing

when I left England at the end of my leave, eating

chiefly the soft-food mixture used there, but occa-

sionally taking a peck or two at a piece of banana or

orange. With me he hardly ever touched any fruit,

in fact he seemed quite content with the very unin-

teresting-looking food-mixture, the only preference he
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had being for the ants' eggs, which he always picked

out first but after they were finished he always cleared

up every scrap of the meal or biscuit which formed the

basis of the food. He delighted in his bath, taking

one whenever he got the chance, and very soon be-

came tame enough to take an insect from the fingers,,

if it was one he liked ; but his tastes in this line were

distinctly delicate, as he would have nothing to say

to a grasshopper or other hard-skinned beast, but

approved of anything small, soft and squashy,—cock-

roaches, even babies, the only sea-luxury available for

bird passengers, he would not even look at, so that on

board ship his diet was of the simplest, but simple as it

was it evidently agreed with him, as he arrived in

practically perfect health and condition.

In Senegal and other parts of French West Africa

the native skin-hunters shoot a good many males for

their skins, for which they get about a franc apiece^

but I have never seen or heard of a single one being

caught alive by the professional native netters, even

by those who catch the ordinary Glossy Starlings; the

birds' irregular wanderings and comparatively solitary

habits are its safeguard, as the native catcher generally

sets his nets at water, or at any rate at a place where

he can catch numbers at a time : he has no use for

birds which can only be caught " one-one," as the

expressive language of the Coast has it. From Pholi-

dauges' point of view may this long continue, though I

must confess to wishing that a specimen or two would

find their way to the show-bench, as I am sure such an

appearance would cause quite a small sensation among:

foreign bird fanciers.



Some ''Bir^v)" IRambles in lEurope.
By Sidney H. SNKr.i., M.D.

I am proposing to give under this heading some

notes on birds which I have observed during various

holiday rambles in Europe. The question had often

presented itself to my mind as to what extent anyone

acquainted onh' with British birds would be interested

in or conversant with the birds to be encountered on

the usual French, Swiss, German, Austrian and Italian

tours. The reader of these notes will find that question

answered to a large extent, but they make no pretence

to being anything more than observations on birds

seen during generally rapid travels through, or brief

sojourns in, the parts named.

On our country walks our method—for my wife is

associated with me in these observations—is that each

of us is armed with powerful field glasses, and if we
wish to observe and verify a particular bird, perhaps

singing on some outlying bush or tree, we approach,

if practicable, by two different routes, when one of us

nearly always gets a good view. In this way we often

see the birds just as well as if they had been shot and

were in the hand. Added to this, the notes of all the

smaller birds in the British list are well known to us,

so that it may be taken that although no birds were

killed for the purpose any birds mentioned were

verified beyond any reasonable doubt.

Let us take first a trip we have just completed, the

general scheme of which was through France to Genoa,

Rome, Florence and Venice, then up to the Austrian

Tyrol, and home via Zurich. Of these, the longest stay,

and by far the most fruitful ornithologically was at

lunsbriick in the Tvrol.
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During our railway journey through the districts

near Abbeville and Amiens in Northern France,

especially by the well watered fields round Amiens,

we saw very large numbers of Magpies. Very hand-

some these fellows looked in the bright sunlight, and

we soon counted a score or more. In the poplars

growing from the water's edge were enormous numbers

of their nests. I use the word "enormous" in com-

parison with their comparative rarety at home, for it

was often possible to see from the carriage window

half-a-dozen of their nests at the same moment. Now
these were observations taken from a flying railway

train, just going through one line of the country, and

if we saw so many on one line, what huge numbers

must be scattered over those districts ! Possibly these

few remarks may arouse members who have sojourned

in these parts to give us some information on many
points which suggest themselves, e.g. Why are the

Magpies in such profusion ? Are they protected by

the natives ? What is the effect on smaller bird-life,

especially as regards probable raids on their eggs and

young ? And why do not the ordinary ornithological

books mention the immense numbers in these districts?

As far as we could see from the train, we observed no

other birds except Crows, which occurred frequently

in about the same numbers as the Magpies. The nests

seemed to be about equally divided between these two

species ; of course we could only guess at the Crows'

nests, but the lattice work domes over the others

showed clearly the Magpie builder. Another point

;

all the Magpies' nests were high up in the trees

—

mostly poplars—whereas, as is well known, in the

British Islands they usually build comparatively low.
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Has this added security anything to do with their

plenteous numbers? The trees, at the end of April,

were almost bare of leaves, so that both birds and

tiests could be plainly seen from the rushing train.

As far as we observed, the presence of such num-
bers of Crows and Magpies was having the effect on

smaller bird-life that one would expect ; for we saw no

signs at all of the smaller birds.

Our first stop was at Genoa, where we confined

ourselves to the town, and we can only say that this

city, in common with nearly every Continental city, is

free from the enormous swarms of Sparrows which

occur in our English towns. Owing probably to the

smaller size and purer air of these cities, birds, which

with us are only found well out in the country, pene-

trate into the gardens and parks. Thus Chaffinches

are nearl}^ as common in the parks, gardens, and

squares of the Continental cities as Sparrows are in

ours. Ver}^ handsome they look, and so tame in their

bold dashes on any crumbs scattered for their benefit.

Italy, as all the world knows, is singularly destitute

of small birds — little birds spitted and cooked on

"polenta" have apparently too strong an attraction

for the Italian taste to be resisted.

We reached Rome to find there had been weeks

of wet and cold weather, with vegetation very back-

ward, indeed more so than in England. However we

brought fine weather with us and it was sunny and

bright during all our stay. Doubtless the birds also

were backward with their migrations, at any rate the

tale of species met with is soon told. Firstl}^ we saw

two or three Sparrows in Rome, but in such beautiful

plumage, a strong testimon}^ to the cleanliness of the
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air and liouses outside at any rate. Two of these were

on the Palatine Hill, and we had never before seen

such magnificent white ear-coverts.

In the small but fashionable park, the Pincio, we
observed a pair of Blackcaps and an occasional Black-

bird. In the Colosseum and other ruins, Wrens sang

gaily on every side, creeping round the old walls in

busy search for food. Standing in the middle of the

Colosseum I heard as many as four singing at the same

time in different parts. Jackdaws also made their

home in its walls.

A long day out on the Alban Mountains, above

Frascati, about twenty miles from Rome, where vege-

tation was also very late, scarcely any of the trees

being in leaf, revealed the notes of the Wryneck,

Bullfinch, Greenfinch and ChifFchaff, but only just one

of each. Kven Tits were conspicuous by their absence.

A few Nightingales were just beginning to sing.

One ideal, cloudless day, we made an expedition

to Hadrian's Villa and Tivoli. Taking our afternoon

coffee at an open-air restaurant whence one looked

,sheer down on the magnificent gorge and cascade, we
had a splendid view of the two species of birds which in-

habit its recesses, namely Rock Pigeons and Jackdaws,

of which the latter were by far the most numerous.

We were much struck by the beautiful appearance

of these Jackdaws in their spring breeding plumage.

The grey at the back of the head had become in many
birds a pure white gradually shading into a grey

mantle, but above, sharply bounded by a jet black cap.

Owing to our position above them as they flew about

or settled on trees and rocks we had a most excellent
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view of these parts. We had never before realised how
beautiful a bird it may be.

(To be cofilifined.)

IbummiiiG-BirDs at the ^oolocjical

(5ar^e^5.
By H. GooDCHii,D. M.B.O.U.

The Zoological Society had the good fortune to

receive, on May 27th, a consignment of twenty

Humming-Birds—the third that has come in the last

eighteen months—for which, as for the two preceding

lots, it is indebted to the generosity and enthusiara of

Captain Pam, F.Z.S.

Originally some fifty birds were collected, about

two-thirds of which were got on board ship and

twenty arrived at the Gardens. At first there were

five species represented—thirteen Blue-tailed Amazilis

{^Amazilia Jelicicz) two Ruby-crested Humming-Birds

{Chrysolampis moschitus), a Blue-headed Sapphire

{Eucephala ccenilea), an CEnone Humming-Bird {Chry-

S7iro7iia coioiie), and three Prevost's Mangos (^Lam-

pornis prevosti).

I had the good fortune to see these birds on the

day after their arrival, and noticed that, in the dull

weather which prevailed, they looked, for the most

part, very draggled and depressed. The third day,

however, was brighter, andthesuu had a very marked

effect on the birds themselves, they being much more

vivacious while it was shining.

Several of the birds succumbed in the first week,

and it is to be hoped that the care and thought the

authorities are taking with the survivors will be re-





HUMMING BIRDS.

Ruby Crest {Chiysolampis moscliitus). 2. The Amazilis i '^ 9 (Amazilia felicice).

3. Prevost's Mango i Is, 9 (Lainpornis prevosti).

DRAWN FROM LIFE.
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warded. The whole series was placed in the cases

(one can hardly call them cages) which were specially

designed for the last lot that were sent over, and

flowers in bloom were put inside too. I noticed the

birds hovering in front of the flowers, and I saw one

bird hanging on to a large bell flower and investiga-

ting it with his head thrnst in as far as it could be put.

Aphides were provided, and the winged ones rising in

the air from the infested leaves that were put in, were

caught in the air by the Hummers, which seemed to

enjoy tlie treat of living insects. Several kinds of

food were given, mostly liquid, including syrup, mar-

mite, and latterly, milk. Of the three species I saw, a

a plate accompanies this article, and the following are

notes taken from Gould's magnificent monograph on

the Humming-Birds, and the British Museum Cata-

logue, Vol. XVI.

Blue-tailed Amazili (^Amazilia Jelicice, Elliot).

"Adult: Similar to A. eryihtonota, but with the tail

rather brighter steel-blue.

The colour of the back of this bird varies from reddish

coppery to green, and it is quite the exception to find a specimen

as green as represented in Gould's plate. The lighter, brighter

tail alone seems to separate A. felicice from A. erylhrotiota, but

the difference is so slight that it is more than probable that both

birds and A. tobaci will have to be placed under one specific

name. Habitat, Venezuela." (B. M. Cat., Vol. XVI., p. 226).

" I have not been able to detect any difference in the

colouring of the sexes and I believe their discrimination will

be impossible unless dissection of freshly killed examples be

resorted to." (Gould. Vol, V., pi. 317).

Length about 3|in., wings nearly 2 Ins., tail i^ ins. bill

f in., (top two figures in accompanying plate).
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The Ruby-created Humming-Bird.

{Chrysolanipis moschitus).

" Generic characters. Culinen feathered down a long way
from the base and nasal covers completely hidden. Sexes

dissimilar. (One species only).

" Adult male. Upper surface rich dark brown, darker on

the anterior part of the back ; crown, nape and back of the

neck glittering ruby-red ; throat and breast glittering topaz-

orange ; abdomen dusky brown ; under tail coverts and tail

chestnut red, the latter tipped with black ; bill black. Total

length about 3-5 ins., wing 2-25, tail i"3, bill 075.

Adult female. Upper surface dull green, tinted with

bronze on the back of the neck ; sides of the head and under

surface dusky white, darker on the breast ; under tail coverts

nearly white; tail purple black, the central retrices bronzy

green, the lateral tipped with white.

Young male, like tne female, the glittering feathers of the

adult first appearing in the middle of the throat and after-

wards on the crown.

Habitat : Tropical America from Bahia to Guiana, the

Amazon Valley, Trinidad and Colombia." (B. M. Cat., Vol. XVI.,

P- 113)-

Gould remarks that although thi.s bird i.s one of

the first known to European nattiralists, and one of

the most conspicuous and beautiful of the group,

practically nothing appears to have been known of its

habits in his time. Unforttmately this species was

one of the first to sticcunib after the arrival of the

consignment, though I liad time to make the studies

from which the figure of the plate was drawn.

Prevost's Mango {^Lampornis prcvosti).

" This genus comprises manj' species, some of which

inhabit the West Indian Islands, and others the mainland.

The best known among them, the Lanipomis mango, has a

wider range than anv of the others, as will be seen on reference
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to 111}' account of the species. They are all distinguished by

the harmonious colours of their ample tails, which are even

more beautiful in the females than in the males."

" The male {L. prevosti) has the head and all the upper

surface, wing coverts, sides of the neck, flanks and abdomen

rich golden green ; throat velvety black, bordered on each side

with glittering green ; centre of the abdomen bluish green, vent

and a tuft on each flank white ; wings purplish brown ; upper

tail coverts and two central tail-feathers coppery bronze;

lateral tail feathers fine purple ; under tail-coverts purple,

spotted with green.

The female has the upper and under surface dull golden

green, interrupted down the throat and abdomen by an

irregular mark of black, bounded on each side by a similar one

ofwhite; vent white ; under tail coverts light green, edged with

white ; two centre tail feathers bronzy green ; lateral feathers

purple at the base, crossed by a steel blue band near the

extremities and tipped with white." (Gould. Vol. II., pi. 75).

Habitat: Guatemala and Honduras.

Of the remaining two species, as I did not see

see theui in life, I forbear to describe them,* hoping

that they may yet be seen in their full beatity to

gladden the eyes of ornithologists at the Zoological

Gardens.

*[Blue-cliinned Sapphire {Eucephala ccerulea) dark glossy

green on the upper surface, glistening golden green below
;

chin, blue ; under taii-coverts, bright green ; tail, steely-

blue. QJnone Humming-Bird {Chrysoronia osnonej, upper

surface, golden green ; under surface glistening green—areas

of colour very variable. The plumage of these minute avian

gems is ever varying owing to light refraction.

—

Ed.].
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Bviculture auD ZooloQical ZTbeorv?.
By D. Dewar, I.C.S., F.Z.S.

It seems to me that aviculturists have not rendered

to zoological theory that service which might have

been expected of them in view of the exceptional

opportunities they enjoy of becoming acquainted with

the vie hitinie of birds.

This is possibly because many of them are prac-

tical men and women, who care but little for theory

and so have not taken the trouble to acquaint them-

selves with the matters round which controversy rages.

It is in tlie hope of elucidating information which will

throw light on some of the zoological problems of the

day that I pen these lines.

In the first place what is it that determines the

colours of birds' eggs ? The commonly-accepted theory

appears to be that birds' eggs are protectively coloured,

so coloured as to render them inconspicuous when
in the nest. This theory is fully set forth by A. R.

Wallace in his Darwhiisrn. As I have already pointed

out in Vol. XV. of \.\\^ Journal of the Bombay Nahiral

History Society this theory seems untenable when
applied to eggs that are laid in open nests. Birds

which construct such nests rely for the protection of

their eggs either on pugnacity and watchfulness or on

the concealment or inaccessibility of the nest. When
once a nest has been discovered by an egg-eating

animal no amount of protective colouring will save

from destruction the eggs it contains.

The reasons why I believe that eggs laid in open

nests are not protectively coloured may be briefly

summed up as follows :

—

I. Allied species of birds, even though their nest-
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ing habits are very different, as a rule lay similarly

coloured eggs,

2. • Eggs laid in domed nests certainly do not need

protective colouring, yet many of these are coloured.

3. The same is true of many eggs laid in holes.

4. The protective resemblances of eggs which are

laid on the bare ground are apparent to everyone,

which certainly is not true of those deposited in nests.

5. Many birds lay eggs which exhibit very great

variations.

6. Some birds lay several types of eggs, and these

sometimes differ from one another so greatly that it is

difficult to believe that they are the products of the

same species.

If we accept this view we have to discover what

it is that determines the colours and markings of eggs.

It seems to me that the aviculturist is the best person

to elucidate this.

When I was a boy I used to keep a few fowls of

different varieties, and when I found an egg I was able

to tell which of my hens laid it, even though I possessed

more than one hen of each breed. It was by the

texture quite as much as by the shade of the eggs that

I used to distinguish them. Does this apply to all

birds, does every hen impress her individual stamp on

the shell of each of her eggs ? The colouring matter

present in many eggs is, I believe, of an excretory

nature, being composed of various bile pigments.

Does stimulating food tend to increase the amount of

pigment deposited in an egg? Can the quantity of

this colouring matter be increased or decreased by

artificial means? I notice that Dr. Albert Giinther in

a most valuable paper on the breeding of the Red-
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backed Shrike in captivit}', contributed to the October

(1904) issue of the AviadUiral Magazine, says of the

second clutch of eggs laid by this species, (after the

first brood had been killed by cold) "they were more

brightly ornamented than those of the first clutch, the

brown spots near the broad end forming an almost

confluent deep-coloured circular head." Has he any

theory to account for this; does he attribute it to the

more favourable climatic conditions under which the

eggs were laid?

Another point regarding birds' eggs upon which

the aviculturist should be able to throw much light is

the period of incubation. It is usually assumed that

this period is constant for each species. I am inclined

to doubt this. It probably varies with the temperature

of the air and the closeness with which the bird sits.

Some individuals are naturally closer sitters than

others. Again the closeness with wliich a bird sits

probably varies with the temperature. In India a bird

thinks nothing of leaving its eggs for an hour or two

on end every day.

While investigating, last summer, the habits of

the Indian Koel (^E7idy7iamis honorata), which is para-

sitic on the Indian House-Crow {Corvus splendens) I

had occasion to note the incubatory period of Crows'

eggs. My method of experimenting was to send a

climber up to each nest every morning and have the

eggs lowered to me. When a new egg was lowered I

marked the date on it and was thus able to ascertain

how long it took to hatch out. These experiments

showed that there is a good deal of difference in the

time of incubation even among eggs in the same
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clutch. The results of these experi
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of protection. According to Wallace the hen alone

incubates and she is exposed to peculiar danger, liable

to be attacked by birds of pre}^ while incubating, hence

natural selection has prevented her from developing

all the brilliant colours and showy plumes that charac-

terise the male. Wallace adduces much evidence in

favour of his theory. Ingenious though it be, the

hypothesis will not bear close scrutiny. In the first

place birds of prey usually direct their attention to

flying objects ; it is, I believe, very unusual for them

to attack birds that are silting on their nests, hence an

incubating bird is not exposed to any peculiar dangers.

Again, Wallace was wrong in assuming that in the

case of all sexually dimorphic birds that build open

nests the inconspicuously-coloured sex alone incu-

bates, and it is here that the avicullurist can speak as

one having authority, for he is frequently able to

watch the whole process of incubation very closely.

My experiences as a field naturalist show that in some

species in which sexual dimorphism is very marked

and which build open nests, the cock and hen share

in the duties of incubation.

The splendid Indian Paradise Flycatcher {Terpsi-

phojie paradisi) is a case in point. The hen is in shape

and size like a Bulbul, her crested head is jet black,

and all the rest of the plumage, save the greyish

breast, is a rich chestnut colour. The old cock bird is

snowy white, except for his metallic black head. Two
of his tail feathers attain a length of twenty inches and

look like white satin streamers. The bird builds a

deep cup-shaped nest, in which the cock frequently

sits and is, when sitting, a very conspicuous object. In

fact the easiest way to find the nest of this species is
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to look for a sitting cock. It is thus evident that

Wallace's theory does not explain the comparatively

dull plumage of hen birds. The experienced avicul-

turist can, I am sure, cite from his own experience

other examples of showily-coloured cock birds sitting

on the eggs in open nests.

Charles Darwin sought to explain the phenomena

of sexual dimorphism-by his famous theory of sexual

selection. He devoted much labour in the attempt to

show that in nature circumstances are such that the

hens are able to pick and choose their mates. He
further maintained that the hens have an eye for

beauty and select the most handsome of their suitors.

It is on account of this feminine selection, this tyranny

of the female, that the splendid plumage of the cock

bird has arisen. This theory has never commanded
anything like universal acceptance, and it is, I believe,

at present the fashion to poke fun at it. The subject

is one on which the aviculturist can scarcely fail to

throw light if he take the trouble to do so.

The following questions arise in this connection :

1. Do birds exercise what we may call conscious

selection? Does a bird mate with the first suitor that

presents itself, or does it look around until it meets a

kindred spirit?

2. If birds do exercise such selection, what de-

termines the choice, is it beauty of plumage as Darwin

thought?

3. Does the hen alone select as Darwin supposed,

is the cock ready to mate with every old hen he meets?

The aviculturist should try to answer each of these

questions from his or her experience. It is my belief

that birds do consciously select their partners, that
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there is something in sexual selection. I do not think

that it is so much beauty of plumage as strength and
vigour and intensity of the sexual desire that birds

find attractive in the opposite sex. Nor do I for a

moment accept Darwin's view that the hen alone exer-

cises selection ; I am inclined to think that selection is

mutual. The hen takes the best cock she can get, and
the cock selects the best hen available.

This article has alread}'' reached a greater length

than I intended it should. I must, therefore, be as

brief as possible in setting forth the main reasons for

the views which I hold. I would add that my position

is a tentative one ; my object in writing is either to

obtain confirmation of ni}^ beliefs or such evidence as

shall render them untenable.

Charles Darwin gives, in his Desrejit of Man, many
proofs tliat hens select their partners ; it will, there-

fore, suffice if I cite one instance that has come under

my personal observation. There are in the Zoological

Gardens at Lahore a number of Albino Peafowl.

These are placed in the run occupied by the ordinarj'

coloured Peafowl. A hen will not so much as look at

a coloured cock if there be a white one in the same

run. Curiously enough Mr. Tegetmeier cites, some-

where or other, the case of some Peahens which pre-

ferred an old pied cock to a number of beautiful

japanned ones. Here then is a clear case of conscious

feminine selection.

As to what determines the choice of a partner, I

do not think it is outward appearance. A Peacock who
has lost the greater part of his train will take as much
pleasure in showing it off as he did when it was intact.

According to Mr. Tegetemeier "a Gamecock, though
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disfigured by being dubbed, and with his hackles

trimmed, would be accepted as readily as a male

retaining all his natural ornaments." Mr. William C.

Beebe, Curator of Birds at the New York Zoological

Park, gives, on page 12 of Vol. III. of the Aviculhirat

Magazine, similar evidence. " One more interesting

fact about courtship among birds," he writes, "is that

it is not always the most highly decorated suitor, nor

the one victorious in combat, that wins the female for

whom he is putting forth his utmost efforts. I have

seen a Peahen show a very decided preference for, and

ultimately pair off with, a young bird who had but

small display and was almost spurless." He goes on

to quote the case of a Mallard who chose as her mate

a drake, whose tail had been shot away, in preference

to two other drakes in magnificent plumage.

It seems to me that we are apt to attribute to

birds more aesthetic tastes than they enjoy. What

a bird seeks in its partner is strength and vigour

and ardent sexual desire. These features are

usually accompanied by brilliant plumage, hence the

idea has arisen that hens select the most beautiful

of their suitors on account of their beauty. Darwin

made this mistake, although he admits that much
of the evidence brought forward by him tends to

show that the hen selects " the most vigorous, defiant,

and mettlesome male."

But what really vitiates his theory of sexual selec-

tion is the assumption that the hen alone does the

choosing, that the cock, like Barkis, is alway.s

" willin'." This is certainly opposed to the behaviour

of human beings ; among us the ladies, not infre-
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quently, run after the men, why then should not this

happen among birds?

I have witnessed two hen Orioles {^Oriohis kundoo)

fighting, presumably over a cock which sat in a tree

watching the contest. Similarly I have seen a hen

Paradise Flycatcher drive away another hen and then

go and spread her wings before a cock bird.

I know a man who tried by killing the cock to

prevent a pair of common Sparrows from nesting

in his verandah. The hen shortly after reappeared

with another husband. He shared the fate of number

one. Nothing daunted, the hen turned up with a

third. He, too, died the death, and the process

continued until the hen brought along her seventh

husband ! Then my friend gave up the unequal con-

test. Conversely, a pair of Yellow-throated Sparrows

(Gy^nnorhis flavicollis) elected to nest in a hole in an

old tree in my ofiice compound ; as specimens of this

.species were required for the I^ahore Zoological

Gardens, I directed the pair to be caught. My men

succeeded in securing the hen, but ihe cock managed

to escape. The next day the bird reappeared with a

new wife.

I believe that if ornithologists would set aside

pre-conceived ideas and watch birds carefully, they

would be able to record many instances of cock birds

exercising selection. So great a foothold has Darwin's

theory obtained that whenever we see one bird

chasing another we at once set the former down as

a cock.

If sexual selection is mutual, as I believe it to-

be, we have to find some other explanation of sexual

dimorphism, of the more showy plumage of the male.
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Perhaps the clue to this lies in the dictum of Thomson
and Geddes, that the male element has always katabolic

tendencies, while those of the female are anabolic.

The hen tends to conserve energ}^ to store it up within

herself, while the cock tends to dissipate it in such

form as showy plumage, ornaments, pugnacity and

song.

[The above interesting contribution only came to hand just

ou going to press, but one or two cases nia}' be hurriedly cited.

In my garden-aviary were pairs of Grey and Pope Cardinals.

The Popes were a pair of vigorous birds, as was also the female

Grey, but the male, though in iine plumage, was always some-

what lacking in vigour ; last September the female Pope died,

and early this year the male Pope courted and succeeded in

winning and retaining the female Grey. I may add that the

male Grey still occupies the same aviary, and the three birds

live together in fair amity, though at times the male Grey gets

a little chased about, both by his late wife and the male Pope

;

this only occurs when he gets into close proximity of either of

them. In my own aviary (and I think this is the general

experience) the female Black-headed Gouldian P'inch will have

nothing to do with a male Black-head if an unmated Red-head

be available, and if he should be mated my experience is she

will fight for him, and she will have to be removed if successful

breeding is to result: separated and out of sight of the Red-

head, she duly paired with the hitherto despised Black-head.

—

Ed.]

lEDitorial.

STRAY NOTES, ETC.

Nesting of Aurora Finches : a brood of Aurora Finches

has been hatched iu the aviaries of Mr. K. Suggitt. Unfortunately,

owing to some unknown cause, the young birds died when fifteen days old.

As the old birds are healthy and building again, it is to be hoped that com-

plete success will attend their second effort.

Hybrid Cardinals : Mr. Aroustem has had a clutch of
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two eggs from Grey x Pope Cardinals, which duly hatched out, but the

old birds would not feed. Unfortunately this is the usual result with all the

Cardinals in mixed series.

Abnormal Yellow - rumped Finch : Messrs. Payue

and Wallace have just sent me an abnormally-plumaged Yellow-rumped

Finch (Munia flavipryinna). The bird, which appears to be an adult, has the

Tvhole of the under surface of body, except the vental region, but little

lighter than tliat of the upper surface, which is typical ; the whole of the

head is a sort of leaden-grey ; the rump and upper tail-coverts, which in

typical specimens are straw-yellow, are deep refulgent golden-chestnut; tail

feathers, deep ruddy-brown. The above is inserted in the hope that if any

of our members possess abnormally plumaged specimens, they will give an

account of same. I shall hope to make further comments when the bird has

"been longer under observation.

Delicacy of Firefinches : on another page win be

found Mr. Fillmer's interesting communication on the " Delicacy of Fire-

finches," called forth by Mr.Teschemaker's humane sentiments in "Nesting

Notes" in our April issue. I have many records by me from various

correspondents, who have found Cordon IJleus, Firefinches and Pintail

Nonpareils hardy when kept in an out-door aviary all the year round (one

«uch record will appear in July issue), and from aviculturists living in the

far north as well as from those in the south. Personally I have never kept

either of the species named, because of the numbers that perish before a few

healthy pairs are accliniati.sed, and I am of the strong opinion that, under

these circumstances, unless they can either be imported privately, or ujider

different conditions than exist at present, aviculturists should deny them-

selves the pleasure of seeing these avian gems adorn their aviaries and

cages.

Small Birds' House at the Zoo : with this issue

appears an illustration of the interior of the New Bird House, now

definitely named Small Birds' House. While many cages are still unoccupied

there are many handsome and interesting birds among its inmates, which

include good series of Tanagers and the genus Spermophila. Readers are

referred to Mr. Goodchild's article, "The New Bird House," in our April

issue.

Humming - Birds at the Zoo : captain Pam,

associated with his brother, Mr. H. Pam, has successfully imported and

presented to the Zoological .Society twenty Humming Birds, consisting of

"the following species:

—

Amazilia felici'ce, Ruby-crests (Ckiysolampis

moschitus). Blue-chinned Sapphires (Eucephala cosmla), OSnone Humming
Bird (Chtysorom'a cenone), and Prevost's Humming Birds {Lampornis

'frevosii). They arrived on Monday, May 25th. On the following Saturday

when saw them there were but twelve or thirteen left, and the impression

felt was that very few ot them would be alive a week hence. They were in a

somewhat gummy condition, rendering it difficult to realise their extreme
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beauty; the rich hues of their pluniag-e, however, appeared to be very

largely due to light refraction. Readers are referred to Mr. Goodchild's

drawing and notes in this issue.

AVOCBtS '. Quite an interesting if not unique event is the

nesting (in the Waders' Aviary) of a pair of Avocets, which are engaged iu

incubation, with every appearance of successfully hatching out.

The Night Parrot: one of the most interesting of recent

additions to the Zoo. collection is a Night-Parrot, which has been deposited

by the Hon. Walter Rothschild. It is distinguished by three names, viz :

Kakapoo, Owl-Parrot, and Night-Parrot, Stringops habiopiilus. It has not

been represented at the Zoo. Gardens since 1875, it was on view in 1870 for

the first time. It is nocturnal iu its habits, coming out after dusk to seek

its food, which consists of fruit, seeds, grass etc. Its plumage is brown,

much mottled with green, and while thus protected by its resemblance to

its surroundings, it is incapable of flight, and promises soon to become

extinct before the onward march of civilization.

Rare Birds : From the current issue of the Avicidiiiral

Magazine we learn that Mr. Walter Goodfellow has just arrived with

one of the most remarkable collections of birds ever brought to this

country. These are now hou.sed in Mrs. Johnstone's aviaries at Groom-
bridge and consist of Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise, Selucides alba \ Red
Bird of Paradise, Paradisea rubra \ King Bird of Paradise, Cicinnurtts

regtus, several pairs of which have been successfully imported, the females

have never before reached this country alive; tlie Great Black Cockatoo,

Mtcroglossa aierrinius. The series also includes some rare Ivories and I,ori-

keets, among which Eos fuscaia, E. cyanogenys and E. iemilawaia probably

reach this country for the first time as living specimens.

An Improved Insectivorous Food : Messrs. Trower

and Co. have sent me a sample of their "Improved Cecto," a high-

class food, at the low price of i/- per pound ; its principal ingredients being

ants' cocoons, dried flies, and preserved yolk of egg, all of good quality.

For those of our readers who still use ^%% in their food mixtures, this is one
of the best preparations on the market. Messrs. Trower put it up both with

and without &^%. Without e%% it is a wholesome food, and can be used

with confidence for all classes of insectivorous birds.

IRevicws.

Birds I Have Known. By Arthur H. Beavan. Cr. Svo., cloth,
cheap edition 2/-. Fisher Unwift, 1907.

The opening paragraph of this book runs a.s

follows :

—

" I have always loved bird-s, and am told that, in ages past,
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I must have been one. But I don't believe in the transmigra-

tion of souls, nor in the theor}' that birds were at one time

reptiles and have developed themselves into their present

higher form of life. I am content to accept the unquestioning

creed of my little son, who maintains that ' As the Bible says

God on the fifth day created every winged fowl after their kind,

it is no use saying that He didn't!'' "

It is not to be supposed that many will disagree

with the author in his disbelief in the transmigration

of souls, but from the text of the extract here given

it will be evident that any hopes on the part of the

reader for instruction in either biological or morpho-

logical science will indeed be vain. And if he indtilges

in any extravagant anticipation of coming stores of

fresh field natural history lore, he will be eqtially dis-

appointed—unless indeed he be tempted to join Mr.

Beavan in his one time inclination " to adopt old

Gilbert White's theory that Swallows sometimes re-

main in England to hibernate." We will give otir

atithor's own account of the circumstance which led

up to this peculiar mental reversion.

" One sunny January morning I was standing near an out-

house waiting for a friend to go shooting with me, when some

sparrows emerged from their snuggery in the thatch and flew

away, followed by three housemartins from out the eaves.

Three more soon appeared, and I fired and missed them ; but

I had a good view of them and saw that they were not benumbed

as if from loftg repose or scanty food, [the italics are ours], but

lively and strong on the wing. The Times recorded the fact

a couple of days later, but the editor sarcastically enquired

why I had shot at them, forgetting that, in the interests of

ornithology, I was anxious to prove that they ivere swallows

—swallows in the month of January in Cornwall, while snow

was lying on the ground in London !

"

For otir own part we feel "inclined" to go one

better than the Editor of the Times, and to ask why
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Mr. Beavan should have thought it necessary to say

anything about it at all.

His gunning practice, we are pleased to find, was

not always as bad as the above, (he seems to have

been scarcely ever without this implement)—for we
read of how " many a time " our lover of birds used to

sail up to a rock and fire into a group of penguins, and

then at the risk of his life jump ashore and hurriedly

seize his prey with the boat painter still in his hand.

On tlie River Plate he also had good sport with duck

and teal by " letting fly into the thick of them." He
used "often to fill a sack with them" in the subsequent

practice on the circling birds. We also find an in-

teresting account of the shooting of three gallinazas,

the latter two of which were " peering first at the dear

departed and then inquiringly at me." In fact the

book so abounds with such reminiscences that in our

opinion its title might well have been "Birds That

Have Met Me,"

Tlie book is profusely illustrated, the frontispiece

being a reproduction of Wolfi"'s delightful drawing of

Golden Eagles and their young. As to some of the

rest we can only express surprise that money should

have been spent in their resuscitation.

The Birds of the British Islands. By Charles Stonham, C.M.G.,

F.R.C.S., F.Z.S., with illustrations by L. M. Medland.

Part V. Roy. Quarto, 7/6. Grant Richards.

To review some books is a tribulation of the spirit

and a weariness of the flesh : to sit down to the con-

sideration of Mr. Stonham's classic is a pleasure and a

joy, whether one regards its literary polish, its orni-

thological accuracy, or its artistic beauties. With

respect to the first it stands out in sharp contrast with
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what we are only too often doomed to endure at the

hands of some writers upon ])irds; with regard to the

second there is nothing inchided but what the author's

scientific mind knows to be correct; while as to the

illustrations, these, as we have said before, simply

mark a new departure in the art of black and white.

This part figures the Swallow, Martin, Sand-

martin, Greenfinch, Hawfinch, Goldfinch, Siskin,

Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Brambling, Linnet,

the two Redpolls, the Twite, and the Bullfinch, this

last being a particularly charming plate.

Mr. Stonham gives some exceedingly valuable in-

formation regarding the insectivorous habits of what

are generally, but erroneously, regarded as purely

seed eating birds.

(Torrcsponbence.

THE DRTJCACY OF FIRRFINCHES.

Sir,—In his interesting " Nesting Notes for 1906," wbicli

appear in your issue for April, Mr. Tescheniaker dwells upon

the dehcacy of Firefinches and Cordon Blens, and expresses

the opinion that these species, and also Laveiidet Finclies and

Pintailed Nonpareils, ought not to be imported l)ecanse of the

large proportion which die during or shortly after importation.

Of the fact of the mortality there can be no doubt, and I have

full sympathy with Mr. Teschemaker's wish that an importation

which results in such a high death-rate should be discouraged.

But I think that deaths are largely preventable, and are bv no

means directly attributable to change of climate. Dr. Hopkin-

son brought home from the Gambia, in considerable numbers.

Fire-finches of various species, and his examples appear to be on

the whole, neither more nor less liable to succumb to the

change of climate than other Waxbills. Last summer he

kindly presented me with two, a Spotted Firefinch and a
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Vinacious Firefinch, which had only been in England a few

days. They were then healthy, though not very robust, and in

a few weeks they became perfectly strong and in fine plumage.

I kept them through the winter in anunheated bird-room, and

they are still alive and well. Of course, little or nothing can

be deducted from the story of two examples, but I know that

very many other of the Firefinches privately imported by

Dr. Hopkiusou have lived a long time in this country, and a

good many have been seen on the Show bench.

May we not fairly draw the inference that the frightful

rate of mortality among tlie Firefinches imported by dealers is

due rather to the insanitary conditions in which they are kept

on the voyage and after their arrival in this country, than to

any inherent inabilitv to withstand the change of climate;

and that their delicacy consists not so much in a want of

ability to resist cold or to adapt themselves to a captive

existence in these Islands, as in a want of power to resist the

attack of an infectious and preventable disease.?

And if this is trne in the case of the Firefinches, which are

the standing "awful examples "of "delicacy," is it not likely

to be true also of the Cordon Bleu, the Lavender Finch and

the Pintailed Nonpareil ? HORATio R. Fii:,r,MER.

CHAFFINCH MIMICRY.
Sir,— 1 have in my outside aviary a cock Chaffinch and

two hen Greenfiuches. These were turned out in the early

spring together with a cock Greenfinch and a hen Canary, both

of which came to an untimely end. Recently we had been

mnch puzzled by a peculiar song apparently coming from

the aviary, which began with several short notes something

like a Chaffinch's note, but then abruptly ended with a long

Greenfinch trill. At first I thought it must be a Greenfinch in

the neighbouring slirubs, or else that one of the hen Green-

finches was singing, in either case a song much modified from

the ordinary. The Chaffinch sang at intervals clearly and

and well. To-day T solved the problem from the end of the

garden with the aid of a pair of field glasses. It was Mr.

Chaffinch all the while, for at times he sang his own notes and

then he would do the Greenfinch modification. It would be
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interesting to know if otlier readers have heard such a case of

niiniicing by the Chaffinch, for in my experience it sticks to its

short soiiu; with marked absence of any variation.

Sidney H. Snki^Iv.

poet ni>orteni IReports.

{yide Rules).

Many-colour Parrakeet, hen. (J. N. Wilson, Bitterne).

The breast of bird was sharp, indicating that it had been

suffering some days. Death was due to acute septicaemia

associated with pneumonia, induced by a chill while

suffering from the infection. Birds travelling during wet

chilly weather are very liable to this.

Crimson Finch, hen. (Mrs. Miller). Double pneumonia,

due no doubt to a chill caiising septicEemia, during the

changeable and wet weather we have been experiencing of

late, was the cause of denth.

ViOivET TanagER, cock. (Mrs. Warren Vernon). Death was

due to septicaemia, arising from the dirty condition these

birds are kept in during transit, and the time they are at

the bird-dealer's shop, especially during wet chilly

weather.

Crested Canary, hen. (Miss M. Lock). Death was due to

inflammation of the oviduct, produced by a broken egg

contained in the duct. The bird was very fat. You did

not say whether force had been used to free her from the

^%%. The common cau.se of egg-binding is cold, wet, or

changeable weather.

Cape Canary, hen. (W. E- Teschemaker). This bird on

arrival was eaten up with maggots, so much so it was

impossible to make a correct post mortem examination.

Madagascar Weaver, cock. (Chas. W. Perryman). Death

was due to acute pneumonia and enteritis resulting from

septicaemia. African millet, French millet, and canary

seed are sufficient for such birds. The changeable weather

we are now experiencing is a fruitful predisposing cause of

disease in birds, especially if they are exposed to draughts.

Henry Gray.
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BIRD NOTES:
THE JOURNAL OF

THE FOREIGN BIRD CLUB.

ITbe (5reen=billeD toucan.
Ramphasios dicoloms. Linn.

B}' vS. M. TOWNSEND.

A little more than two years ago, a dealer told me
that he was expecting.some rareToncans, consequently

I called on him several times, but all to no purpose. I

used to look in and say, " Have the Toucans come

yet?" and always got the same answer, "Not yet,

but I expect them in a day or two." At last, one day

when I had nearly given them up, he met me with the

remark, "Didn't you see them?" and taking me out-

side the shop he showed nie, in a dirty box, about 2ft.

square, with a piece of wire netting across the front,

five Green-billed Toucans in very fine condition, but

packed like sardines. After a great deal of haggling,

in which I came off second best, I became the

possessor of one of them. I afterwards heard that

the other four were bought by some one who was

over at that time buying largely for a New York Zoo.

It was on a Thursday that I bought it, plump,

and looking as healthy as possible. By the following

Monday it had become so ill that if I had been asked

to insure its life, I would not have risked a shilling on

it. I had kept a Green-billed Toucan* before and had

done very well with it, and also one of the smaller

Toucans, the latter I still have, and I started feeding

* At least I bought it as a Green-billed Toucan, but it wasvery diflfereut

to the present one; the uuderparts being- entirely black, the bib only cue
shade of yellow, and the bill was tipped with red.
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and managing this one on the same lines, but he did

not take to the food at all ; he used to throw it out all

over the place and ate next door to nothing. I tried

several different things to tempt his appetite, but he

would have nothing to do with any of them, and by

Monday evening he had become so ver}'' thin and

weak that I was quite surprised to find him alive on

Tuesday morning. I caught him then, and as a last

resource filled his beak with crushed mealworms, he

was so far gone that he made no resistance when I

opened his beak to put them in. He had taken no

notice of the mealworms I had offered him previously

but when he tasted the crushed ones he seemed to like

them and after a little trouble swallowed them. I

then started off to the dealer to ask if he had noticed

what food the}'' had in their cage when he bought

them, and he told me they had been brought over

solely on boiled rice and potato ; so I tried him with

these and he soon picked up, but he mucli prefers the

food now, and though I still give him rice boiled with

currants, he does not eat very much of it, though he

picks out all the currants. He is ver\' fond of fruit,

particularly grapes or cherries, and unlike most birds

prefers his banana not too ripe. I have found in this

and several of my other experiences, that it is alwaj's

wiser to try and find out what food newly imported

birds have been brought over on, and to let them have

it at first, even if some of the ingredients are what

yo7i believe to be injurious, and to take it away from

them gradually, as some birds do not take to a fresh

food readily and it is decidedly against a bird's

chances to be on short commons after the hardships

of importation.
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My Toucan is a bird of distinct moods ; when he

sees me with some raw meat he gets very excited, and

one day he will eat it with relish and ask for more,

another he will simply take it and throw it down, and

the same with the mealworms.

I have noticed that he sometimes uses his claws

like a bird of prey, when he gets hold of anything too

big to swallow, or if by chance he gets a piece

of banana skin, he holds it on his perch with both

feet and nibbles at the inside with much relish.

His voice is rather like a donkey's bray, and

when a stranger is in the room, he uses it to such

purpose that you can hardly hear yourself speak ; and

in the summer time he occasionally starts shouting

before 4 o'clock in the morning, so my neighbours

must be longsuffering !

Another of his peculiarities is about his bathing.

He is very fond of a bath when he wants one, but if he

does not fancy it, no amount of syringing or coaxing

will make him take it. You may give him one several

days running without his taking any notice of it, and

perhaps if you do not put it in one day he simply

demands it; he tears up anything he can get hold of,

and throws his food pots about, and there is no peace

till he gets it, and it is a bath, too, when he has got it

;

he does not leave a dry feather or a dry spot in the

room.

He is very tame and will let you do almost any-

thing with him, and is ver}' fond of being stroked,

and though sometimes he will make a funn}^ chatter-

ing noise as if he were very annoyed at being touched

he never attempts to move away, and will stand still

as long as you like to pet him. Sometimes, if I
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am ill a hurry and take his water pot out without

taking any notice of him, lie will seize my finger,

looking so angry as though he were going to bite it off,

and sometimes he will make believe to be in a great

rage and slash at my hand with his long beak, rather

like an energetic barber's assistant stropping a razor,

with more vigour than method ; it is a little alarming

till one gets used to it and knows it is all make-

believe, as he is most affectionate and gentle, and

never hurts you at all.

As I live in London I have never had an oppor-

tunity of trying it, but I cannot imagine a bird better

adapted than a Toucan for running loose in a garden,

in the same way as some people keep a Jackdaw ;

though of course it would have to be sheltered at

night. It is a bird that has some ver}^ engaging ways

in a cage ; and I am sure, in comparative libert}^

would develop many comic tricks.

I should be very sorry to be without a Toucan of

some kind as they are very interesting birds; but

they are certainly not fit for the drawing room as

some writers would have us believe.

Its plumage is varied and beautiful, and is briefly

as follows : back, tail, wing and top of head, black
;

red underparts
;
pale canary bib with darker orange

in the centre ; naked part round eye, brick red, with

blue circle round eye ; beak, bluey green, with slight

red marking down middle and black at the base

;

rump, red ; feet, bluey grey.

[The following is an original description by H. Goodcliild

of a specimen recently arrived at the Zoo, and which appears

to be rather more brilliant in plumage than the specimen

described above. Ed.]
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Top of the head, back of neck and the whole

of the upper surface, excepting upper tail coverts,

glossy black. Part of flanks under the wings, tarsal

plumes, and a band across the abdomen, also black.

Tail black. Lower surface, upper and under tail

coverts, vermilliou. A patch including throat, cheeks

and breast, lemon yellow, deepening into an orange-

yellow patch on the lower portion of this light area

{i.e. across the pectoral region and lower throat).

Naked skin round eye, orange. Eyes, blue. Bill,

green, with a black band at base. Total length about

i8 inches. Bill, 3*5 inches ; wing, 7'5 inches ; tail, six

inches ; tarsus, 2 inches. H. Goodchii^d, M.B.O.U.

ZToucans.
{RhamphastidcB).

By WESr,EY T. Page, F.Z.S.

The majority of bird lovers are only acquainted

with these interesting and beautiful birds by stufied

specimens (very much of the beauteous colouring

of the beak fades after death) in museums, and stray

specimens in Zoological Gardens. Though, as Mr.

Townsend says, in his account of the Green-billed

Toucan in this issue. " they are not drawing-room

pets," yet they improve upon acquaintance, and in a

bird room are really interesting and chummy fellows.

Mr. Walter Goodfellow so delightfully describes

his experience with these birds in their native wilds,

in his " Naturalist's Notes in Ecuador " {Avic. Mag.,

Vol. VI.), that I cannot refrain from quoting part of

them here.

" As the sun rose, multitudes of beautiful birds came forth irom every

" tree and bush, and were shaking- the dew from their feathers and drying
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" themselves in the sunshine. Huniniiiig-biids darted across the path or

" hovered over the bushes sipping tlie honey from the flowers; little Grey
" Doves ran along the path, and then six large birds flew, one behind the

" other, from the top of a high tree on the opposite side of the valley, and
" flewintoanotherlree just over our heads. Yes! they were Toucans, there was
" no mistaking them with their long bills pointing downwards. In a cage,

" one thinks of them as clumsy, but there was no clumsiness in that grace-

" ful flight across the valley, and at the same time it was unlike that of

" any other birds. How I feasted my ej'es on them as they gambolled
" among the branches of the great tree above us. I say gambolled, for that

" is what they were doing, chasing each other from branch to branch, and
" snapping their beaks and making a peculiar rattling noise in their

" throats. One would throw a fruit into the air, and before it could catch it

" again, another would seize it without any intention of swallowing it, but
" pass it on like boys would a ball. I have never seen any birds play to-

" gether like a number of Toucans will, and on many occasions since I have
" watched them doing the same thing "

"These birds are high fliers. Tlie wing looks particularly small when
" flying and the bills very conspicuous. T'hey go in small flocks straggling

" one behind the other, the older birds, judging by the length of bill, taking

" the lead."

From the same writer I gather the following facts :

Tliey are not earl}' risers, and are seen abont when it is

uearly dark.

The genns J?/2amp/ias/os inhabit the highest trees, and are

never seen on the ground.

The genns Pleroglossus frequents more open spaces, some-

times banana plantations round liiunan habitations.

The little Green Toucans {Aulacorhampus) may be said to

live among the nndergrovvths of the forest. This genus

appears to be solitary, and is not observed together even in

pairs.

Mr. Goodfellow found no evidence that they eat the eggs

and young of other birds; a tree near his hut, the constant

resort of Toucans, was also the habitation of many small birds,

and they never seemed in the least alarmed at the Toucans.

Further Mr. Goodfellow says :

—

" My old Sulphur-breasted Toucan was never a sinner in this way. His

" aviary was only divided off" from the aviary of the smaller fruit-eating

" birds by wire netting ; they were constantly clinging to the wire, and had
" he been so minded, nothing would have been easier than for him to have
" pulled them through, but far from doing that, he used to pick out all the
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" choicest morsels from his food pan and feed them through the meshes.

" I am certain one Bulbul relied solely on him for all the food it ate, and I

" never saw it feed from the pan itself. Often still smaller birds got into the

" aviary with the Toucan, and whenever they did so he would offer them
" food. On the other side of him were the Parrakeets, and he was just as

" attentive to them, especially to a female Bulla Bulla."

Their nests are placed very liigli.

Mr. Goodfellovv remarks iu closing, that in a country gar-

den they could be given their liberty without fear of theii

straying away when once they knew the place. He states that

the Indians of Eastern Ecuador kept various kinds of Toucans

which were given full liljerty in the forests round their huts.

It was remarkable how quickly they came flying back to the

huts on the slightest call from the Indians or when they saw

cooking going on.

According to Mr. Osbalde.ston who has kept ten

species of these qtiaint and interesting birds, giving

his experience in the Avicidtural Magazi7ie, Vol. V.,

when once moulted in a good sized cage or aviary, and

fed upon a suitable diet, they become verj' ornamental

and desirable birds. His diet was a mixture composed

of yolk of egg*, ants' eggs, grocers' currants, various

seeds ground down, mixed with pea meal, put into a

warm oven with syrup ; adding beef dripping to this

mixtitre as required for use. They also get soaked

currants, grapes, bananas ctit up fine, apples and pears.

Mealworms they took readily from the hand.

Mr. Osbaldeston prefers the larger species, as being

more brilliantly coloured, more docile and attached to-

their keepers.

Dr. Sclater (Cat., Brit. Mus., Vol. XIX.) recognises

five genera, containing in all fifty-nine species of these,

only a few can be mentioned in this paper.

RHAMPHASTOS (14) toco, cariiiatus, brevicarinatus. tocard, ambigutts,

erythrorhytichus, inca, cuvieri, culniinaius, cittiolaemuSy

osctilaeits, ariel, vilzlliniis, dicolorus.

• The yolk of egg would be better left out.
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ANDIGENA (6) hypoglauciis, ctictUlatiis, larniiiirosttis, m'^rirostiis, spilo-

rltynchits, bailloni.

PTEROGLOSSUS (i8) aracari, Tvet'Ji, formosus, pluricinctiis, casiaoHs,

torquatus, fraiitzii, erythiopygiiis, sanguineus, bitor-

guatus, siutmi, Jlaviios/ris, azarce, humboldti, iiisciip-

tus, viridiis, didymus, beauliarnaisi.

SELENIDEREA (7) fnaculirostris, gouldi, langsdoiffi, reinviardtii, nat-

ieri, piperivora, spectalilis.

AULACORAMPUS (14) sulcaius, eiihroguathus, calornhynchus, derbianus,

luhitelyattus, prasinus, luagleri, albivittattis, /loemaiopy-

gius, ccejtilet'ciiictiis, cariileigularis, cyanoloeniTis, airo-

gularis, ditiiidiatus,

RHAMPHASTOS.

In this genus are gathered togetlier the largest

and strongest species of the F'ani. RhamphastidcB.

They are mostly various arrangements of black, white,

scarlet and orange.

Their range is from S. Mexico to N. Argentina,

being most numerous in the wood-regions of Amazonia.

In this genus the plumage of the females is similar

to that of the males.

The Sulphur-breasted Toucan.

Rhamphastos iocard.

This fine and brilliant species is one of the largest

of the Toucans. Its rich black plumage is varied with

sulphur-yellow breast, bordered with cream and red
;

upper tail coverts, white ; under tail coverts, red ; bare

skin round eyes, yellowish green ; eyes, pale blue

;

bill serrated, the upper mandible is mostly yellowish-

green, with a little blue down the centre, its lower half

is black ; the lower mandible is entirely black.

Total length 2ft., bill 6Jin., tail yin.

" Hab. : Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama and Western Ecuador."

(B.M.C., Vol. XIX.)
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Toco Toucan.

Rhamphastos toco.

Tliis species is black, with rump, throat, and fore-

neck, white,—the latter bordered with red; vent,

crimson; eyes, blue; bill, shaded orange, blotched

terminally with black. The bill of this species has

been aptly likened to a lobster's claw.

"Hab. : Guiana, L. Amazonia, Brazil, Bolivia, Paraquay, and N. Argen-

tina." (B.M.C, Vol. XIX.)

R. carinatus.

Rump, white; throat and breast, clear yellow with

a narrow scarlet border ; ventral region, scarlet ; bill

dark, with a large yellow patch on the upper mandible,

tip red. Total length ifft., bill 5|in., tail 6|in.

"Hab. S. Mexico, Yucatan, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua."

{B. M. C, Vol. XIX.).

Space does not permit a description of the re-

maining species of this genus. It must suffice to say

that they are chiefly black and white, their respective

distinctive characters being mostly variations of yellow,

orange, and scarlet, in rump, throat, breast, lower

abdomen and bill ; and a little variation in size of

body and bill.

Andigena.

This genus is more heavily plumaged than any of

the Toucans, is found at the highest altitude, and

would appear to be well able to withstand the vagaries

of our English climate, or rather weather. They are

mostly found amid the high forests of the Andes.

The general colour of their plumage is blue-grey, ex-

cepting A. bailloiii which is mostly olive-green. The
sexes are alike.
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Andigena lamm iroslris.

Prevailing colour, niauve-blue, which is lighter

and richer in hue round the neck ; head and nape,

glossy black ; wings and back, bright chestnut-brown
;

rump, primrose yellow; flanks, orange; vent and

thighs, chestnut; tail, slaty blue, tipped with pale

olive ; bill, black, merging into bright red at the base,

with a square white basal plate on each side of the

maxilla. Total length lyfin., bill 3Jin., tail 6Jin.

A. hypoglauais. Upper surface, dark green ; rump,

yellow ; thighs, chestnut ; ventral region, scarlet ; top

of head, black ; bill, mostly yellow, with the culmen

and part of sides of upper mandible red, with a broad

black band near the base, which is also the colour of

the end of the lower mandible. Total length lyjin.,

bill 4in., tail jin.

A. 7iigrirostris. Upper surface, olive with a brown-

ish sheen ; top of head and nape, black ; throat,

white; undeiparts, pale blue; thighs, chestnut; vent-

ral region, scarlet; bill, black. Total length lyin.

A. spilorhyiichus. May be distinguished from

nigrirostris by a red patch at base of mandibles, more

suffused with the black on the upper mandible.

A. aicidlatns. Upper surface, green, washed with

brown; top of head, black; ventral region, scarlet;

thighs, brown ; other parts, bluish grey ; bill, yellow,

strongly suffused with green, black at the tip and also

at base of lower mandible. Total length r5Jin., bill,

3in., tail 6Jin.

Pteroglossus.

This genus is the most brilliant and varied of the

Rhamphastidce, mostly with beautifully varied plum-
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ages of green, scarlet, yellow and orange. Their range

is similar to that of Rhamphaslos, but does not extend

so far south. The sexes are similar as to plumage, but

some of the species have the plumage of the females

much duller than the male, thus making the sexes

easily determinable (that is providing the specimens

are adult).

Their beaks are very variable and brilliant in the

respective species ranging from 3 to 4iin.

Their total length varies from la^- to lyin., the

majority averaging I3in. Only one species described.

P. erythropygia.

Head, neck, and throat, rich glossy black; wings,

olive green with the primaries brown ; tail, olive green,

much ligliter on the underside ; breast, rich yellow,

much flecked with red, and crossed with a band of

black, also flecked with red ; thighs, chestnut ; rump,

scarlet ; bill, creamy, yellow at the tip, red at base and

black along the edge of upper mandible; the lower

mandible is blackish at the tip ; bare skin round eyes,

red shaded with blue ; iris, pale yellow, pupil dark

green ; legs and feet, olive. Total length i6in., bill

4in., tail 6Jin.
" This species varies much as to plumage and in the size of their bills,

in both sexes."— ^. Goodfellow.

Seleniderea.

This genus is of slighter build than Pteroglossus,

and all the species are strikingly similar as to plumage,

but may be readily distinguished by the marked dis-

similarity of their strangely marked bills.

Their total length varies from I2jin. to I4in. ; that

of bill ranging from 2jin. to sJin.

Their range is (according to B.M.C.) confined to
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the forests of Guiana, Amazonia, and S.E. Brazil, with

the exception of spectabilis, wliich is met witli north

of Panama. One species only is described.

6\ maculirostris.

" Above, dark green ; cap, black, bordered by a pale yellow band on the
" nape; tail-end, chestnut; broad postocular stripe, orange; beneath, from

"chin to middle of belly, black; lower belly, greenish; flanks, orange;

"thighs, brown; crissum, scarlet; bill, milky-white with several broad
" transverse blotches on the upper mandible. Whole length 13 inches,

" wing 5-2, tail 4'5, bill from gape 25. Female similar, but cap and body
" beneath chestnut instead of black. Hab. South-Eastern Brazil." (B.M.C.,

Vol. XIX.)

AULACORHAMPUS.
This is a genus in which the plumage is mostly

bright green, and (according to B.M.C. are found over

a large area, ranging from Mexico, through Central

and Southern America intoS. Amazonia. There is no

external distinction in the sexes. Two species are

described.
A. sulcatus.

"Above uniform green; eye region blue; beneath brighter; throat

"greyish white; bill much sulcated on both mandibles, black; basal por-

"tion of upper mandible red. Whole length i4iu., wing sin., tail 4"8in.,

" bill sin." Hab. : Venzuela. (B.M.C, Vol. XIX.)

The Green Toucan.
Aulacorainphns hcematopygUis.

This is a small and beautiful species. Practically

the whole of the plumage of this bird is various

shades of rich green, washed with pale blue on the

breast, and also at the base of the bill ; rump, crimson ;

tips of tail feathers, chestnut; skin round the eyes,

red ; bill, dark red, shaded with black, and a white line

at the base, this line is much wider on the lower man-

dible. Total length I5in., bill 4iin., tail 5in.

This species is very variable as to size, ranging

from I3in. to isin.
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This is a most interesting family, most of the

species of which become very tame and friendly, and

will readily take food from the hand. They also be-

come quite adept at catching mealworms and small

fruits thrown to them from some distance. I was much
interested in these birds, and closely studied them

while they lived in the Western Aviary, and though

only a weekly or fortnightly visitor, I persuaded my-

self that one or two of them recognised me. I hope

soon to add some of the Rhaviphastos to my avian

pets. Space has prohibited in this paper entering into

full descriptions, but I hope to deal with some of those

more frequently imported in a later issue.

IPneumonia anc) Septicemia.
By W. Geo. Creswell, M.D.

The Editor has asked nie to write a few remarks

in answer to the queries on this subject which appear

this month in the Correspondence columns. These

open up rather a wide question, and one which it is

naturally difficult for laymen to properly appreciate,

but I will endeavour in a few words to make plain the

salient .points. In so doing it will be necessary to

make cross references to the questions submitted.

Pneumonia — i.e. inflammation of the lungs—is

itself a septicaemia, inasmuch as it is the immediate

result of the presence of a micro-organism of the septic

group, and of the toxins (poisons) thrown out by the

same. It may occur as a primary disease, as in the

typical form so commonly found in human beings,

where an entire lobe of either one or both lungs is

affected, and where in fairly resistant subjects a
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recover}' may more or less be expected. Or it may be

fouud as a part of a more extensive septicaemia, as is

well known both to practitioners of human and

veterinary medicine. In this latter case it is manifestly

of an even more virulent and fatal nature than in the

former, since not only is a larger area of the lungs

usually invaded, but the vital powers of the patient

are necessarily overwhelmed b}' the general blood

poisoning.

In the older days of medicine, those anterior to

the understanding of the important part played by

micro-organisms in the production of disease, pneu-

monia was said to be caused by chill alone. It was

supposed that the sudden deprivation of the surface

blood vessels of their blood, through the constricting

effects of cold, caused an immediate rush of blood

to the inward parts, and that this state of affairs it-

self constituted the inflammation. Then came the

era of bacteriological discoveries, and this theory

was discarded by reason of the new - found know-

ledge of the universal association of certain bacteria

with the disease. But with the very proper discard-

ing of this theory of the vianner of the production

of pneumonia there arose in many minds, medical as

well as la3% an unfortunate disassociation of chill as

a factor in its causation. As a matter of fact chill

often has a good deal to do with the causation not

only of pneumonia but a good man}' other diseases

of which the immediate cause is a microbe. Patho-

genetic organisms, i.e. those which produce disease,

are alwa}'s with us in a more or less virulent con-

dition. For instance that of pneumonia has been

over and over agjain isolated from the mouth secre-
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tions of persons who are nianifeslly suflfering from no

disease at all. Why then are such persons not suffer-

ing from pneumonia, seeing that both their stomachs

and their lungs are being constantly invaded by the

pneumo-coccus? Simply because the more remote

cause has not come into play, that is, the condition of

lowered resistance which is necessary before the

microbe can get the upper hand. Amongst the many

causes of lowered resistance a sadden chill is perhaps

the most frequent, especiall}^ when it comes on the

top of some other factor, such as the alcoholic habit,

impaired kidneys, the recent presence of some other

disease, etc., etc. But even without these special helps

it is often the determining cause of the contraction

of various septicaemias by individuals who are only

moderately resistant to the microbes.

The above remarks, scanty as they are, will, I

hope, satisfactorily answer Mr. Harrison's first two

questions. The answer to the third, asking for the

correct remedy for pneumonia, is simple in the extreme.

There is no remedy in the popular sense of a " remedy."

In the case of human beings the most we can do is to

carefully watch each symptom as it arises, each effect

of the poison upon the heart and general system, and

to meet such with carefully considered hypodermic

doses of such drugs as strychnine, digitaline, etc., etc.,

with the inhalation of ox}'gen, and in a word with the

adoption of such hygienic measures in general, as may
seem helpful in maintaining the vitality of the patient

over the crisis. And the careful treatment that I have

thus sketchily outlined depends after all upon correct

diagnosis and upon the fact that the very size and

nakedness of the human body affords something in
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the way of material upon which to exercise one's

powers of diagnosis and treatment. What then can

be done in the case of a Waxbill ? or even a Crow?
Practically nothing beyond prevention, and this in its

various forms has been dealt with in our previous

volumes, even the post mortem reports affording many
hints to a thoughtful reader.

Of course a bird which is obviously suffering

from some acute disease or other should be put under

conditions of warmth (not heat), pure air, and quietude,

and should be furnished with digestible food. Drug

treatment should be left alone. The only people who

may be allowed to advise drugs are those who know

little about them, less of the bodies they put them into,

and nothing or even less than nothing of the natural

history of the diseases affecting the bodies.

Ilbe 6enn5 Speimopbila.
By WKSr.EY T. Page, F.Z.vS.

(Contin7ied from page 92^.

Euler's Finch.

5. 6'. superciliaris.

Adult male : The upper surface is olive-green,

save for the following variations: median, greater,

bastard wing, primary coverts and quills, dusky brown

edged with olive ; the greater and median-coverts are

tipped with huffish white, forming a double wing bar;

tail-feathers blackish brown edged with olive ; crown

of the head olive-green suffused with dusky ; lores and

eye-streak, yellowish-while; ear-coverts, olive streaked

with whitish; cheeks, throat and under surface of body

pale yellowish-white, almost pure white on the lower



139

breast and abdomen ; foreneck and chest as under

surface, but suffused with ashy-grey ; sides of body

and flanks greyish-brown suffused with olive ; beak,

brownish : legs and feet, brown. Total length 5^ in.,

of which the tail measures 2^ in.

Adult female : Darker olive-green above than the

male; her double wing-bars are ochraceous, and her

under surface is more olive - yellow, the plumage

generally is of a duller hue than that of the male.

" A young male which died in the Zoological Gardens had

" the buff tips to the wing-coverts as in the old female, and

" base of the forehead white." (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

Habitat: Brazil.

6. 6". simplex.

Adult male : The upper surface, including the

top of the head, is palish olive-brown, suffused with

ashy-grey ; median and greater coverts, dusky edged

with olive and tipped with white, forming a double

wing-bar; the bastard wing, primary-coverts and

quills, similar but without white tips ; there is a

small patch of white at the base of the primaries,

formed by the whitish tips of the secondaries and the

bases of the inner primaries ; tail-feathers, brown

edged with olive; lores and eye region, whitish ; ear-

coverts, greyish-brown ; cheeks and under-surface,

whitish-yellow, strongly suffused with greyish-brown

on the foreneck and sides of body ; beak, brownish
;

lower mandible much paler than the upper ; legs and

feet, leaden-brown. Total length 4! in., tail i|^ in.

According to Prof. Nation the sexes are alike.

According to Dr. Taczanowski the young differ

from the adults in having a tinge of brownish on the
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upper parts, the same tint suflfuses the under surface
;

the white wing -bands are less distinct and have a

slightly ruddy tinge, the margins of the scapular

plumes are also slightly ruddy.

Habitat : Peru.

7. 5. obscura.

Adult male : General colour of upper surface,

brown with a slightl}' olive tinge, and washed on the

top of the head with ash)', wing-coverts, dusky-brown

edged with lighter
;
quills, duskj'-brown with ruddy

margins ; sides of face, greyish-brown with a whitish

loral streak ; cheeks, throat and under surface of

body ashy-grey, whitish on the centre of breast and

abdomen ; flanks, lightly washed with olive ; beak, the

upper mandible is blackish, the lower much paler

(pale horn) ; legs and feet, pale brown. Total length,

3| in., tail i^-.

" Adult female : Similar to the male, but a little brovvuer

" grey; bill, brown, the upper mandible darker; legs and feet

" flesh-colour; iris, wood-brown." (H. Duriiford). " Habitat:

" from Peru to the Western Argentine Republic." (B. M. C,

Vol. XII.)

8. .S. pauper.

Very similar to preceding btit darker generally,

the eye region being lighter.

" Adult male : General colour, above brown with an olive

"tinge; lesser and median coverts, like the backs; greater

" coverts, bastard wing, primar3'-coverts, and quills, dusky
" brown edged with the same colour as the back ; the greater

" coverts and inner secondaries rather more reddish on the

" margins ; upper tail coverts, like the back ; tail feathers,



141

^' brown edged with paler brown ; crown of head, slightly more
" ashy than the back; lores and feathers round the eye, ashy

" whitish ; ear-coverts, dull ashy brown ; cheeks and throat,

" pale ashy ; sides of neck like the head ; fore neck and breast,

" dark ashy brown, washed with olive ; abdomen, whitish ;

sides of body and flanks, olive-brown : thighs, olive-brown ;

under tail-coverts, pale fulvous; 'iris, dark brown' (J.

Stolzniann). Total length, 3-5 inches; tail, 1-5 inches.

"Habitat: Ecuador to Peru."

9. 5. talasco.

The general colour of the upper surface is aslieu-

brown, mottled with darker (blackish) centres on the

upper back ; rump and upper tail-coverts more ashen

and only slightly mottled, a white band across the

lower rump ; the lesser coverts as back with blackish

bases ; the remainder of the wing-coverts are black-

ish with light brown edges and much lighter at their

ends; the inner primaries and secondaries have whit-

ish margins, and are white at the base, forming a

double wing-patch ; tail-feathers, blackish with ashen

margins and tips and white at their bases ; crown of

head dark ashen with mintite dark streakings; nape,

sienna-brown ; a fine white line divides the cheeks

from the throat, which is chestnut with a purplish

sheen ; sides of neck, light brown ; remainder of

under surface white, washed with sandy-brown on the

breast, and streaked with blackish on the sides and

flanks ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet ashen-brown.

Total length 4 in., tail \\ in.

According to the Museum Catalogue the adult

male in winter plumage is much browner, with darker

brown centres to feathers ; the head is brown, and the

light edges to the wing-coverts and quills broader and
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more hoary ; the chestnut spot on the throat much
obscured by sandy margins to the feathers.

The female is much browner than the male, lacks

his chestnut throat and white rump-band ; the under

surface of body is tawny-bufF.

Habitat : Peru to Ecuador.

10. 5". hior^iata.

The adult male is bluish-grey above, mottled with

blackish on the upper back, and only slightly so on

the crown ; median and greater coverts dusky-black,

with outer webs bluish-grey, the latter have white

tips; remainder of wing - coverts, quills and tail-

feathers dusky-brown with ashen edges, the primaries

edged with ashy - white ; sides of face and under

surface, pale ashen merging into white on the lower

abdomen ; beak, ruddy - brown ; legs and feet, dark

flesh-colour. Total length 5^ in., tail 2J in.

Habitat : Bolivia and Ecuador.

II. 6". honiochroa.

The adult male is mostly deep slate-grey, slightly

tinged with olive-brown on the under surface ; fore-

head, lores, cheeks and ear-coverts, blackish ; beak,

yellowish ; legs and feet, dark flesh-colour. Total

length 4f in., tail 2 in.

The adult female is brown on the upper surface,

streaked with darker
;

greater coverts tipped with

tawny, other wing-coverts dark brown with lighter

margins ; tail-feathers, dark brown with ashen edges
;

the under parts are mostly lighter or darker olive-

brown, almost whitish on the breast and abdomen.

Habitat : Peru and Ecuador.
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12. 5. analis.

Adult male : Upper surface, .slat3^-grey ; median

greater and primary wing-coverts, black edged with

slate-grey
;
primaries are white at the base forming a

largish wing-patch
;
quills, black with hoary margins

;

upper tail-coverts slaty-grey mottled with blackish;

tail-feathers, black with ashy edges, and the outer

ones tipped with white on the inner web, and a round

spot midway up the inner web ; front of head, lores,

eye-region, chin, ear -coverts and cheeks, black, the

two latter having the hind portions black ; throat,

sides of neck, and remainder of under surface, slate-

grey ; centre of breast and abdomen, white. Total

length 4f, tail 2 in.

The adult female dififers from the male in being

light brown above, streaked with blackish ; lower

back, rump and upper tail - coverts, greyish with

narrow black streakings ; lesser coverts, ashen ; me-

dian-, greater-, and primar3'-coverts and quills, dark

brown edged with light; primaries have white bases

forming a white wing -patch; tail-feathers, brown,

narrowly edged with paler brown and with a large

patch of white about the middle of inner web ; under

surface, ashy-white with narrow black shaft streaks
;

sides and flanks, washed with ashen. Slightly larger

than the male (?). It is unsafe to be definite on such

a point from skins, as these frequently get stretched

while being preserved.

13. 6\ analoides.

Adult male : Similar to 6". analis, but has no

white at the base of the primaries, these being mar-
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gined with white ; the black chin-patch is smaller,

and the white of the under parts blurred with ash3^

Total length 4J in., tail 2 in.

The adult female only differs from the female of

S. analis \\\ having less white at the base of the

primaries.

Habitat : Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia.

17. 5". hypoxantha.

Adult male: Upper surface, pale slate -grey;

lower back and rump, light ruddy- cinnamon, tinged

with ochreous ; lesser coverts, ochreous - brown
;

greater and median coverts, dark brown edged with

ochreous, with whitish ends to outer webs
;
primaries

and quills, dark brown, with lighter edges, the prim-

aries white at base of outer web, forming a white

wing -patch; upper tail - coverts, slate -grey; tail-

feathers, blackish, edged with ashen and tipped with

brownish-white ; crown, slate-grey ; sides of face,

ear-coverts and under surface of body, rich ruddy-

cinnamon ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet, brown.

Total length 3f in., tail ij in.

The adult female is olive -brown above, tinged

wih rufous on the lower back and rump ; small white

wing-patch at base of primaries ; wing-coverts and

tail-feathers, dark brown edged with olive, the latter

having whitish tips ; under surface, pale yellowish-

buff, darker in the centre of the body and browner on

the sides and flanks ; under tail-coverts, tinged with

rufous.

Habitat : Brazil.
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The Marsh Finch.

17. 6". palustris.

Adult male : The head and back are clear bluish

grey ; the under surface to middle of breast is pure

white, which is also the colour of the sides of the

neck and ear-coverts ; remainder of under surface,

rump and upper tail-coverts, ruddy-chestnut ; wings

and tail, blackish brown edged with whitish ; inner

secondaries black, tipped and broadly edged with

white ; base of primaries, white ; beak, legs and feet,

black. Total length \\ in., tail if in.

The adult female resembles the male as to wings

and tail, but lacks the lustre of the male. She is

greenish-olive above, lightly streaked with earthy-

brown ; below, light buff with a yellowish tinge.

Habitat: Argentina.

The Reddish Finch.

18. 6". nigroaurayitia.

This small and pretty species is one of the most

pleasing if not the most handsome of the SperviophilcB.

It is a sweet singer, but the song is not very sustained.

It is amiable and ought to be in every collection of

small birds. Unfortunately all this genus, with one

or two exceptions, are rare, probably because they are

not often asked for, their attractive qualities not being

entirely on the surface.

Adult male : Its principal colour is cinnamon,

with a sandy tinge ; top of head, black ; wing-feathers

blackish, edged with ashy, ruddy-grey and whitish
;

the bases of the primaries are white, forming a fairly

large white patch ; upper tail-coverts black, tipped

with brown ; tail feathers black, margined and tipped
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with pale brown ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet, dark

brown. Total length 3|-in., tail ijin.

Adult female : Olive-brown above ; wing and tail

feathers brown, edged with olive ; below paler olive-

brown, with centre of body )ellowish-white, merging

into ochreous on the under tail coverts.

Habitat : Brazil.

Wicsts ot (Lbaffincb aiiD Sono=^bru6h,
By F. Howe.

THE NEST OF THE CHAFFINCH.

(
Ffingilla ccelebs)

.

Of the nests of our British birds I think that of

the Chaffinch the neatest and most beautiful. One of

these lovely nests, which may often be found cleverly

built among the twigs of an apple tree in bloom, is

one of the most pleasing sights nature affords. One
writer describes the nest of the Chaffinch as "a para-

gon of perfection."

An apple tree appears to be the usual site for the

nest, though many are to be found in pear trees. The
photos illustrating this article show the site usually

chosen, but many are found cleverly constructed

among the small outside twigs, where the nest is

partially hidden by the leaves.

A nest is before me as I write, and is composed of

moss, dry roots, small feathers, wool (sheep's), hay,

pieces of string, horse-hair, coltsfoot down, lichen,

and a few small pieces of paper. " Chaffie " is fond of

decorating the outside of the nest with lichen, and

such are often found conspicuously decked out with

small pieces of paper, which are woven on to the nest
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by thin strands of sheep's wool. In some villages in

this district it is affirmed that the lichen is affixed to the

nest by a glutinous saliv^a made by the Chaffinch for

that purpose. But I have always found the lichen and

pieces of paper to be woven on by strands of wool.

The nest (which is the subject of these two photos)

was built in the butt of a dwarf plum tree. The hen

Chaffinch sat very close, and allowed me to approach

within three feet of the nest, and sat quietly whilst

two plates were exposed.

The nest (photographed three days later) con-

tained six eggs, which is more than the usual number,

the average clutch consisting of four or five. The
characteristic blotches and markings of the eggs are

well shown in the photo.

* * *

CHAFFINCH NESTING IN CAPTIVITY.

[It may be interesting here to recall an event which

occurred some j-ears ago in my aviary, when Britishers shared

the space with their foreign rivals. The birds in question had

been in my possession some three years and were both caught

in the garden.

During the pairing of the birds, the swooping flights and

violent courtship, common to the species, were indulged in, in

fact by the time they settled down to nesting both bore signs

of the conflict (I cannot find a better word) the}- had been

through. I may saj', though they had space, copulation only

took place on the ground and in the branches, this was always

followed by a sort of prolonged guttural rattle on the part of

the male. As fallacies die hard, I repeat here, no attempt was

made at copulation in the air, though there was ample space for

this in their enclosure. In the fields I have seen them locked

together during the violent pairing flights ; there are but few

who still cling to this fallacy that copulation takes place in the

air
; personally I fail to see how a careful observer could have
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taken the violent pairing flights and their being locked together

in stern conflict during same for copulation.

As soon as they were fully paired, the hen began to build

in an earthenware nest bowl close against the roof of shed

;

the male gave no assistance beyond supplying a little material,

he was mostly occupied in pouring out the nuptial song. Four

eggs were laid, but by the time the incubation period (14 days)

had expired but one remained, this was successfully hatched,

the youngster was strong and lusty, but after the first two days

they refused to feed. Being taken somewhat by surprise I had

no small insects available, and by the time these arrived the

3'oungster was dead.

The fledgeling was blind for the first two days; it was

covered with longish yellow hairs, its skin flesh colour with

dark blackish-grey patches on the head and wings.

I have often regretted since I did not repeat the experiment,

but in the fall of that year I gave all my British birds their

liberty, to make room for an increased number of foreigners.

—

Ed.]

THE NEST OF THE vSONG - THRUSH.
{Tardus inusicus).

Many and varied are the .sites selected by the Soug-

Thrtish for building its nest—hedges, hedge -bottoms,

bushes, butts of trees, heaps of faggots, and often on

the grotind. Of the two accompanying photos one nest

was built in a heap of faggots and the other in a goose-

berry bush. Each will be readily distinguished. The

inside of the nest of the Song-Thrush is a mixture of

mud, rotten wood, etc. ; it is almost water-tight, and

somewhat resembles the inside of a cocoa-ntit shell.

This latter will be plainly seen in the two photographs,

as will also the spots on the eggs.

The well-known winning Song-Thrush belonging

to Mr. R. J. Howe was taken from a nest btiilt in a

rhubarb root. At the time of taking the young the
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nest was half-full of water, tlie result of a heavy rain

the previous day. The young Thrushes (which were

four in number) were in a wretched plight, and suffered

from crarap some few weeks after.

By Mrs. E. Warrrn Vernon.

How often does one read of the " Silence of the

woods." Let us go into one, and sitting down, rest

quietly, and listen. From the nearest tree first a cock

Chaffinch shouts his rather monotonous song of love,

only varied by a very shrilly uttered " Pink pink," to

attract his mate's attention.

Tomtits call to each other to join in the hunt of

the juicy, green caterpillar, and the still more delec-

table green fly, their little hearts delight in, scolding

angrily every now and then.

Soon a Woodpecker will begin to tap the bark of

some favoured tree, and the common Flycatcher will

sing his most irresponsible of songs, " Chiff chiff chiffy

chiS" chiffy," flying without stopping his music, from

the branch over the pond to catch an unsuspecting fly.

Then sometimes a half-dozen Goldfinches will

alight, fighting among themselves and hunting for seeds

in the topmost boughs, their well known " Sippet-

sippet " adding to the already musical chorus, and the

lovely gold in their wings shining brightly among the

leaves, as they fly from tree to tree.

From the reeds comes the calls of Willow Wrens,

Warblers, Buntings, and below the voice of the Moor-

hen, calling her brood together, for fear of that

dreaded enemy of all waterfowl, the pike. Tiie Coot
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is ill a sad state of mind, having missed a newly

hatched nestling from its home, in the stumps of au

old willow.

Wild Duck quack merrily, except one old drake,

who is swimming sadly alone, awaiting his wife, who
has not yet hatched her late brood, causing the lonely

drake envious thoughts as he watches Mrs. Moorhen

and her handsome family cross the pond.

Occasionally a couple of Screech Owls will mew
to each other, exactly like cats, and add to the many
and varied sounds.

Pheasants call. Doves and Pigeons coo, fish

jump, and above all midges bite, how then can any

one say woods are silent.

motes on the MilO Xife ot the

3ubabitaiU5 of our Hviaries-
[Our notes this month are compiled exclusively from "Bird Lore"

(exceptingf the two last, from this year's issues) the official organ of

the Audubon Societies of America. They will I think be found of

much interest though thej- treat of birds not commonly kept.—Ed.]

The Feeding Habits of the Blue Jay. The Blue Jay

is always with us summer or wiuter. lu the latter seasou he

frequeuted the corn cribs of the farmers, and would come

familiarly into the neighbourhood of dwellings. As a boy I

liked the sociable fellow in winter, but in the summer the Jay

is hated by all the other birds and I could not help sharing in

their feeling. At this season he is a sly and ferocious robber

of eggs and young birds ; and I have never seen the birds

gather in screeching flocks against any of their enemies, as I

have seen and heard them with the Jay. He seemed to have a

special greed for the young of the Baltimore Oriole, but this

robber is not particular in his choice. All the birds hated him,

and he preyed upon the eggs and young of all.

John Hutchings, Litchfield, Conn.
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The Blue Jay as a Destroyer. In Dundee, Illinois,

while walking down one of its shady streets, I saw a Blue Jay

ferociously tearing to pieces a young callow English Sparrow

just picked out of its nest. A friend testifies that she saw at

Stevens Point, Wisconsin, a Blue Jay eating the remains of a

young Song Sparrow just filched from its nest on the ground.

I don't believe tliat every one of the Jays are such depredators

yet there is sufficient testimony here in the West to establish

the fact that much as we delight in this bird on a cold winter's

da}', that he does sometimes develop strong cannibalistic

tendencies.

George B. Pratt, Chicago, 111.

« * *

The Blue Jays' Food. Geo. G. Blanchard, quotes from

the Boston " Evening Record " the following: The Blue Jay

eats moths and their eggs. Dr. Hatch while calling on a

patient noticed a Blue Jay at work on a tree near the window.

Upon investigation he found it was breaking into the nests of

the brown-tail and eating the eggs and the moths themselves.

The bird cleared the tree and was busily engaged upon another

when the doctor left. Upon examination he found that everj"^

nest had been cleaned. Bird students explain this by saying

that the crust (January ist) has been hiding a great deal of the

bird's food, and he is getting what he can find elsewhere.

* * *

Robins and Sparrow^S. Though for many years an

interested observer of bird-life about my home, it was not until

last summer that I noticed the English Sparrow had begun to

trouble the Robins, so much that the latter are now seen in

fewer numbers than during the past season. The cause is as

follows : As soon as a Robin alights, the Sparrow will fi}' down
and follow it closel}', when the Robin pulls a worm, the

Sparrow rushes in and seizes and flies off a few feet to swallow

it. This performance is gone through nearly ever}' time

a Robin visits the lawn, so that now they rarely visit the place

where once as many as eight or ten might be seen at once

foraging for worms, etc.

[It appears that Passer domestiais fully maintains the evil
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reputation it has earned atliotne, in every countr}' to which

it is introduced.

—

Ed.]
* * *

The Humming Bird that Wanted Light. A pair ot

Broad-tailed Humming Birds built their nest on an electric

light fixture in the porch of a residence in Colorado vSprings.

The light is direct!}' in front of the door, which swings out,

and comes within a few inches of tlie lamp when opened. lu

spite of people passing in and out quite frequently, and sitting

on the porch much of the time, the}' did not seem to disturb

the bird. Two young were successfully reared in the nest and

flew away. The parent bird (or possibly another attracted by

the nest) was seen to come back once after the joung had

flown, examine the nest and then depart.

Edward R. Warren.
£Tliis account, of which the above is a very brief extract, was

illustrated by a very good reproduction of a photograph of

the sitting bird.

—

Ed. J

* * *

The following two accounts are compiled from Mr. A. J. Campbell's

article on Bower Birds which appeared in "Bird Lore" for October

1900.—Ed.

The Satin Bird {Plilonorhynchus violaceus). He describes

the male as being specially beautifiil in his satin-like blue-

black coat and beautiful violet eyes ; the female is clad in a

grayish-greenish mottled dress, which is also the color of the

young; the adult plumage is not obtained till the third or

fourth year, some say not till the seventh year.

It is found principally in the coastal forests of Eastern

Australia, they thrive in captivity, are poor whistlers, yet readily

learn to articulate words and are good mimics.

He describes the eggs as being of a rich cream colour,

irregularly blotched with brown, nearly if inches long, two

being the usual clutch, occasionally three are laid.

The nest is usually found at the height of 12ft. in a tree or

bush, constructed of twigs and leaves loosel}' put together. He
notes as strange the fact of these birds buildings© neat a bower

(the walls of which are I2in. high, loiii. long and 6in. apart)

should build so slovenly a nest he further states that more
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than one pair of birds frequent the same bower—a lovers'

bower—a rendezvous for matchmaking.

In Mr. Phillipps' aviary these birds made quite a huge

erection, while the birds in the Western Aviary at the Zoo., a

comparative small one, and but a poor apologj' for that built in

a state of nature, as shown in the fine reproductions, from

photographs taken on the spot, illustrating Mr. Campbell's

article.
* * *

Regent Bird {Sericulus melinus). He describes this as

being one of the most gorgeous birds that emblazon the sub-

tropical scrubs of E. Australia. The male has strikingly

beautiful plumage of black and gold, j'ellow colored eyes and

bill. The female is more soberly clad in a brownish olive

mottled dress, dark brown eyes and bill.

The eggs (mostly two) are strikingly and beautifully

marked, judging from the illustration; the color is not stated.

Its nest is constructed entirely of sticks and twigs, and is very

difficult to find. The bower comparatively small, 7 or S inches

high, 7 inches long, 3J inches between walls.

{To be continued).

]et)itoiiaL

The Breeding of AvocetS : The Waders' Aviary at

the Zoological Gardens has always a great attraction for

ornithologists as well as others, it has been doubly so recently,

for a pair of Avocets (RecurvirSstra avoceltaj, of which there

are a fine flock in this natural enclosure, has successfully

nested, and hatched out three fledgelings, of which one

survives, with every appearance of being fully reared. The
following details are partly from my own observation, and

from details courteously supplied by the attendants and

Garden officials.

The nest was commenced just before Whitsun, dead laurel

leaves and twigs were gathered together and a mat-like struc-

ture formed ; three eggs were laid and incubation commenced
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ou Ma}' igtli, batching out all three on June I3tli, the male

shared in the duties of incubation, relieving his mate at regular

intervals. Two of the fledgelings were unfortnnalely killed

almost immediately. The female was very excited, thus attract-

ing another male, and in the struggle two of the young were

trauipled upon. The surviving chick is doing well, it took to

the water when a week old and commenced swimming and

foraging (at least in part) for itself.' One of the keepers states

he saw it pick up food when three days old, and that it could

swim like a duck.

It was most interesting to watch the old bird fostering her

young, she sits down like an Ostrich and covers her brood

with her breast feathers, the young bird assumes the same

position, and it is only by close observation that it can

be discerned while so covered. One of the keepers des-

cribed to me an inci<lent which took place the previous day,

as follows :—Yesterday the female appeiu^ed to think the young

one was in danger, she stooped down and picked it up with

lier wing by its neck, and carried it two 3'ards ; while being

thus carried onh' its legs were visible.

At a week old the bill of the chick was over an inch long

and already beginning to curl up. When first hatched the bill

was qnite straight.

This I believe to be the first time these curious, interesting

and handsome birds have hatched out in captivity.

Hatching' of Redshanks : Another interesting event

in this aviary is the hatching out of three Redshanks (Totanus

cdlidris), of which I hope to have more to say in our next

issue.

Nesting of Malabar Starlings : Miss M. E. Baker

has had two young hatched in her aviary, and though they

only lived about seven days, the event is of sufficient interest

to place on record. The calling of the young was the first

intimation she had that there was even a nest, though she had

seen the old birds flying in and out of a nest box ; this was on

a shelf high up in the aviary behind some Fir boughs.

" There was a dreadful storm of wind and rain the night before I

' noticed the death of the j'onng- ones, which probably scared the old birds
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" and they neglected to brood the young: ones, which I opine died of cold.

" At two days they looked very strong: and healthy and were beinof fed by
" the old birds ; when I saw them dead, they had soft down on their bodies

" and were fine big Ijirds, well fed and strong, The nest was rather a large

" one and constructed of straw and grass roots, well lined with feathers."

From tlie other details supplied I am of tlie opinion the

birds would have been reared but for tlie storm. While it is

not a first occurrence in this country (they liave been bred at

the Zoo where ahso a liybrid Malabar and Andaman Starling

has been fully reared) it is a most interesting^, and also for

Miss Baker a disappointing occurrence.

I shall be obliged if members in similar circumstances (providing they

do not require them for preservation) would send me the bodies as soon after

death as practicable, for the purpose of gathering data. -Ed.

Slaughter of Blue Jays : The following is an extract

from a letter by F. W. D'Evelyn, Pres. Cooper Ornithological Club,

appearing in the March issue of " The Condor."

The writer deplores the slaughter (last season there were

6,000 counted scalps) of these bold, handsome an<l interesting

birds—the reason being the destruction of eggs and 3'oung

quail, etc., these must be preserved in egg and infancy, so that

the sportsman may " pot " them in early maturity, conse-

quently subscriptions are gathered and piizes offered for the

greatest number of scalps.

That the bird is a marauder and pirate is beyond doubt,

nevertheless he is not quite so black as he is painted, as is

evidenced by the investigations of Prof. F. F). h. Beal.

'• Prof. Beal tells us that in the stomachs of 141 Californian Jays
" (Aphelocoma californica and Cyanocit/a stelleri)Tie^ per cent, of the contents

" for the year consisted of animal matter and 65 per cent, vegetable, traces

" of egg shells were found only in twenty-one stomachs ; in another series

" of 300 stomachs only three contained egg shells, and two only bones of

" birds."

It would be well if the members of C. O. C. would take the

trouble of investigating scientifically the habits and foods of

the Blue Jays in their respective districts. I have every confi-

dence that when it can be shown that the Blue Jay, or any

other black-listed species, have economic qualities agriculturally

much above the species sportsmen seek to preserve, that the

good sense of the sportsman and kindly feeling of the farmer's

boy will make them less ardent to earn prizes and doubtful
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heroism in this awfnl slaughter dnriiig the early spring montlis.
" I submit this matter to the members of the C. O. C—ask them to aid

"in obtaining- facts— ask them to graciously aid in obtaining facts — and
" indeed in all cases of appeal to be an ever ready and competent court of

" equity in all matters pertaining to our local ornithology.

" FRKDKRICK W D'EVEt.YN."

[Readers are referred to the notes on the Blue Jay, under the heading

of ''Notes on Wild Life " in this issue].

Do Birds Desert Young ? The following is a

reprint of a letter appearing in the March issiie of " The
Condor." It is a most interesting account, having a bearing

not merel}' on the fickleness, but also the wooing of the

sexes.

" Mr. W. Otto Knierson tell."; of a newly mated pair of Orioles, Ictarus

" biillocki, that he saw one day about a grove of Eucalyptus trees. The
" male was in fine plumage and he shot it for his collection. The next day
" the female appeared with a new husband, who was as bright and fine look-

" ing as the bird that was killed the day before. At first chance this male
" was also shot, partly it was said, because of his fine plumage, and partly

" to see if the female could find another mate as readily. Two days later

" she appeared with a third husband, who went the way of the two former

" ones. The female then disappeared for a few days, but returned again

" with a fourth suitor. 'I'hese two began building and soon had a home in

" the Eucalyptus grove. This may be a remarkable case of wooing and
" winning, but very likely the widow Oriole was breaking up other families.

•' Whenever I have found nests that were deserted when they contained

" eggs or young, I have attributed it to accidental death of one or both

" parents. But this is not always so.

" During the Summer of 1905 I was making a study of a family of

" Bullock Orioles that nested in a Willow tree. On June 13, there were three

" half grown young in the nest. Both male and female were feeding.

" Suddenly, I noticed a brighter coloured male fly over and light in a near-

" by tree while the father of the nestlings darted at him and drove him oflf.

' The next morning I noticed the same male appear and there was another

" fight. The mother had been feeding her young, but as the hours pas.sed

" her visits were fewer and I noticed only the male was bringing food. The
" next day the female had deserted her young entirely, for only the

" male was about and he had assumed entire charge of the hou.sehold.

" It happened a rain storm came up that night, and as the young birds

" were not covered we found them dead the next morning. The male was
" about with food, but there were no young to be fed. He stayed about

" most of the day, but I did not see the mother again. From all appearance

" she was a deliberate deserter. Can it be that some birds are as unbirdlike

" as some people are inhuman ?
"

—

William I<. Finley, Portland, Oregon.





BIRD N O T K S.

THE KAGU (Rhinochetus jubatusl.

/use/—SUN BITTERN DISPLAYING.
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The Kagu (RhinocheUisjubatusj and Sun Bittern

(Eurypyga helias). The fine photographs by my brother

(Mr. E. O. Page) reproduced herewith, figure two very interest-

ing and rare birds. Probably only about six or seven of the

first-named liave reached this country alive, and these have all

been exliibited at the Zoo two in 1S62, one in 1866, two or

three in 1884-5, and one in 1906, the latter forming the subject

of our illustration. The Kagu has been noted in this {see

Dr. McDonagh's article, " Wanderings in the Zoo " in March

issue) and otlier journals. The photograph is perhaps marred

by the figures in the background, but the photographs had to

be taken as opportunity occurred and the camera with the

birds' display attracted the crowd. A rather melancholy

interest attaches to the photograpli of the vSnn Bittern, both

specimens* dying about three days after the photographs were

taken, and an accident happening to the negative showing the

whole bird in sharp focus, have hail to be content with a some-

what indifferent figure, but it was most difficult to get the bird

in such an angle as to get the whole figure sharp, and the light

was poor. To see one of these birds (simph- an arrangement

of browns when in repose), displaying its wings with their

gorgeous hues (purples, etc.), to the summer sun is a sight to

be remembered. But this note is principally about the Kagu,

it is most droll to note this bird parading with a .sort of

ludicrous stately march, start off in a most ungainly and very

rapid run. The late Mr. Bartlett describes this in P.Z.S. 1862:

' With crest erect and wings outspread, the Kagu runs or skip.s about,

" sometimes pursuing: and driving before him all the birds that are confined

" with him in the same aviary, evidently enjoying the fun at

" other times he will seize the end of his wing or tail and run round
" holding it in his bill During his frolic he will thrust his bill

" into the ground and spread out his wings, kicks his legs in the air, and
" then tumble about as in a fit."

Mr. Bartlett noticed at the time its close affinity to the

Sun Bittern (see inset on plate), such as the development of

* For some time previous to their death both these specimens had

failed to develop the powder down on their plumage, and had become

infested with parasites.
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powder-down upon its plumage etc. Anatomical research lias

confirmed this conclusion.

The photo gives but a poor idea of the actual display. I

have on several occasions seen it, when the whole of the

feathers of the nape have lieen raised, not merely perpendicu-

larly, but leaning well over to the front (somewhat so ~~\
), in

a complete crescent, imparting to the bird quite a striking

and fine appearance.

(TorresponDence.

NOTEvS ON WILD DUCKS {juith plate.)

Sir,—The enclosed photographs may interest some of the

readers of Bird Notes. I have about twelve wild ducks, and

they make their nests in the Pampas grass near a stream,

under the spreading branches of the trees. About a month
ago I found two ducks had made their nests close together,

having between them twenty-two eggs. I then separated the

nests, as I was afrai<l of the eggs not being properly covered.

I put them about two feet apart placing a branch between

them and leaving eleven eggs in each nest. In two days they

had removed the branch and joined the nests togetlier again.

One egg disappeared and to-day twenty young ducks have

hatched, and the otlier egg contained a fully developed, but

dead duckling.

The ducks were completely hidden from view by the

drooping branches of the Cedrus deodara under which they

had built. Both photographs were taken while the branches

were being held up ; the camera being placed within three feet

of the sitting ducks, and as they fancied they would escape

being seen by keeping perfectly still, I was able to take a time

exposure.

As soon as the eggs hatch, we collect the young ones and

shut them up with the mother in a rat proof enclosure until

they are old enough to take care of themselves.

I have now over loo young wild ducks. The parents are
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verj' good flyers. In the winter I shut up all I wish to keep

for stock, the rest are driven and fly well aflfording good sport.

N. L. F. DUNLEATH.

THE GENUS SPERMOPHILA.

Sir,—The little finches of this genus have always had a

special attraction for nie, and I have at different times possessed

examples of all the more commonly imported species as well

as of one or two of the rarer ones.

I see that, in your interesting series of articles upon the

genus, you remark concerning the Half-white Finch (Speniio-

phila hypoleuca) that yon "<lo not think any living specimen of

this species has yet reached this country." I may say that I had

a male Half-while I'"inch for some years in the •' nineties," and

a few remarks about it will be found in the Avicultural Maga-

a'/w^ (Original Series) Vol. II. p. 57. It is a rather larjjer bird

than most of the genus, and my example became spiteful in

his old age. The few notes are loud and peculiar, but scarcely

melodious.

I have had two male Lined Finches at different times, and

they are attractive birds with a good song, but I should not

describe the species as "alert and confiding." I found it

inclined to mope, and Mr. R. A. Todd records the same ex-

perience. The tendency to overgrown claws, which it shares

with the Mannikins, is most noteworthy, and is mentioned by

both Mr. Todd and the late Mr. P^rskine Allon, and would seem

to be the resull of its inactivity. My first specimen spent about

a year in my bird-room before attaining adult plumage, so it is

probable that this is not assumed until the second, or possibly

the third, year. Horatio R. F'illmeR.

[The two Lined Finches I po.ssessed .some years ago, were alert and con-

fiding' birds in a medium -sized garden aviary, and never did any harm to

the small Waxbills, etc. occupying their enclosure. I am a frequent visitor

to the London Zoo and have carefully studied the specimens there, and

while not as alert as the two specimens aforementioned, they certainly were

neither dull nor mopey, but fairly active and fearless, almost continuously

uttering their sweet little lay. Mr. Fillmer's interesting communication

amply illustrates the fact, that there is as much individualism iu birds as

there is in genus Homo, and that it is only from the records of the tnany, that
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the true demeanour etc. of any given species can be accurately learned.—

Ed.].

WrNTP:RING CORDON BLEUS OUT OF DOORS, RTC.

Sir,—I have for a long period kept birds in cages, ))nt last

year decided to put up an outdoor aviary, following the hints

given by the late Dr. Greene in his book on Cage Birds.

It is a wire-netting lean-to structure r2ft. long by 6ft. wide

by 9ft. high at its highest point; it is built against a brick wall

and has a South aspect. A large cage, part wood and part glass

stands at one end, raised two feet from the ground, this con-

tains a tray for sand and the food vessels; branches and twigs

are used for perches. A wide strip of American cloth covers

about a fourth part of the roof of flight. There are two

Myrtles growing against the wall inside aviary and two stout

Fir branches are fixed into the grass floor. It contains eight

small foreign birds, Waxbills of various kinds, a pair of Cordon

Bleus, and a Cutthroat ; the latter chases the other birds about

considerably, but otherwi.se does no harm. [If a mate were

provided he would probably worry his fellow captives less.— Ed]
The Cutthroat has a funny way of spreading out its feathers and

dancing up and down to a low kind of clucking sound, which

it keeps up all the time [the nuptial dance. — Ed.]. As there

is no means of either lighting or heating the aviary, it was a

relief and pleasure to find that the birds had not suffered from

their first Winter (which was long and cold) out of doors, but

are in the best of health and plumage. The Cordons have

commenced to build a nest in one of the Myrtles, a very ex-

citing event. The}' seem to prefer the open air to cocoa-nut

husks and wooden boxes. The late heavy rains will I fear have

a discouraging effect on their ardour.

Hon. Mrs. SOMERSET Ward.

[The above interesting- account is by no means an isolated ca.se, and

amply proves that those which survive the conditions of importation, etc.

are most certainly not deUcate ; but kept under hygienic conditions will

live and thrive for several years in captivity. But how few the numbers are

which survive the hardships of importation is, alas, only too common know-

ledge.—Ed. J.



i6i

SILVRRRITJ.S AND SII.VERRUX X RRNGAT.EE

HYBRIDS.

Sir,—It may possibly interest some of the Me'iibers of the

F.B.C. to hear liow I liave fared with Silverbills, as I see in the

April issue, "Early Nesting Notes," that they are not free

breeders in captivity.

I live on the Italian Riviera and have three small aviaries

in my garden ; the birds live ont all the year ronnd, with only

curtains to protect them from cold at night Three years ago

I bought a pair of vSilverbills, thev and their progeny have bred

continnously for two years, so much so, that last May, before

leaving for England. I destroyed 80 of their eggs, and on my
return last October I counted twenty-one (old and young) in

the cage. This vSpring they have not nested, probably they are

overcrowded, so 1 am thinning them out.

I have also some interesting mules from a vSilverhill and a

fawn and white Bengalee, the nest that produced these birds

had a vSilverbill and a Bengalee sitting, three birds were hatched

out and these have the colouring of the Silverbill but more the

form of the Bengalee, whilst both the song and the courting

movements ;ire those of a Bengalee. M. M. Hubbard.

[The reference in " Early Ne.sting- Notes" was to the Indian Silverbill,

wliich is not by any means freely imported ; it is quite possible some in-

stances of successful breeding may have been recorded, merely as Silverbills

breeding- as in the above ; where such has been the case it has been assumed

that it was the African species which was referred to, these being- very freely

imported and breeding- more or less intermittently in the aviaries of avicul-

turists all over the country. The hybrid Silverbill x Bengalee has been

reared by Mr. Fillmer I think, and exhibited by him at one of the Palace

Shows, and if I remember rightly its resemblance to its parentage was very

similar to Mrs. Hubbard's specimens.— Ed.].

PNEUMONIA AND SEPTICEMIA.

Sir.—May I ask if you will kindly answer the following

querie.s, eitlier privately or through Bird Notes.

To what extent does pneumonia and what is usually called

a chill affect septicaemia.? Do either of the first named (pneu-

monia and chill) occasion septicsemia of themselves.? What is
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the correct remedy for pneumonia or chill with birds either in

cages or outdoor aviaries ?

Please accept my apologies for troubling you.

J. H. Harrison.
Vide article " Piieunioiiia and Septicaemia" on page 135.

IPotn flDoitcin IRcports.

{Vide Rules).

The Hon. M. C. Hawke answered by post

Hen Yorkshirk Canary. (H. K. Picard). The cause of

death was internal haemorrhage, resulting from rupture of

one of the largest vessels at the base of the heart. There

was much internal fat.

Cock BLUE-BONNpyrPARRAKEET. (C. H. Row). The breast bone

was sharp indicating that it had been ill some days. Cause

of death acute septic fever, which frequently manifests

itself by " fits."

Hen Canary. (Miss iVI. Gibbous). Found dead on the nest.

Cause of death, hsemorrhage resulting from rupture of the

heart.

Cock Yellovvt Bui>GERIGAr. (Miss H. L. Morgan). Cause

of death was enteritis, probably from a chill. Canary seed

and white millet are suflBcient to keep these birds in good

health. They are very fond of green food, including

cabbage leaves.

Hen Budgerigar, (C. H. Row). The cause of death was

the so-called egg binding, resulting from catarrh of the

oviduct, so common during wet chilly weather.

Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S.
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Ccereba cya?iea.

By Mrs. K. LESiylE Mll,l,ER.

Our Editor has asked me to write a few words

about my Yellow-winged Sugar Bird to accompany

its portrait.

At the end of October last year I received a letter

asking if it would interest me to see a Purple Sugar

Bird, and I accordingly went and saw a little dingy

green bird with the brightest legs and feet imaginable.

The brightness of eye and the merest sign of a

turquoise feather or two on his crown, helped me to a

decision I have never regretted, and " Sai " became a

member of the family.

This bird is one of the brightest and most know-

ing of my large pets, and he has never ailed anything.

All through the long dreary winter has this dainty

sprite taken his morning tub and sung his queer

little song to the accompaniment of the scraping of

trays and perches while the other birds were being

cleaned up for the day. "Sai" takes the greatest

interest in what the other birds are having for their

breakfast, and if his cage is put on one side where he

cannot see them, he keeps calling and craning his

neck to peep until we satisfy his curiosity.

His food consists of honey and fruit principally,
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with some flaked sponge cake mixed with grated sweet

almonds and some small insects. My dear bird

has a decided character of his own, and we
always feed and attend to him before any other bird,

or he will sulk for some time. He loves to be

noticed and spoken to and looks his prettiest then,

with his pretty head on one side and crest erected.

This bird came into full colour in March of this

year, and at present he remains so.

I am afraid I have said very little that will be use-

ful to our members, but I have over thirty birds in

different rooms in the house, and all are kept in cages

and receive careful and individual attention as well as

much petting. It will be readily understood that I

have very little time for making notes or writing

about them, more especially as I am handicapped by

very delicate health and a multitude of other matters

to claim a share of my time and attention. I should,

however, be pleased to show my pels at any time by

appointment, to any of our members who wish to see

them, particularly those who think that birds cannot

thrive and be really happy in cages.

The Yellow-winged Sugar bird is quite easy to

keep in health, and is a most lovable creature.

^be (5cmi6 Coereba.

By Weslev T. Page, F.Z.S.

This truly gorgeous genus ranges over South

America from Cuba and Mexico to Southern Brazil

and Bolivia. These Blue Creepers of the tropics of

America are second (?) only in daintiness of form and

movement to the Humming-Birds, and while general
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outline and colouring may be pourtrayed, no plate can

do justice to their gorgeous and irridescent plumage

and fairy like forms. From the records of various

travellers and naturalists we find that they are low

ranging birds, are found on the outskirts of forests

and the trees of open wooded districts ; here they are

perpetually searching the crevices, bark, etc., for in-

sects ; fruit is also eaten.

In captivity they should have a roomy cage, one

large enough to take a flowering plant preferably,

which should be frequently changed and of a species

which harbours plant lice; at the same time they will

do without this luxury. Their cage must be kept

where it will get plenty of suu and fresh air yet be

out of draught. I cannot approve of the hothouses

in which they are kept at the Zoo. I have carefully

watched the birds there, and noted when these glass

cages were adopted how soon the birds, which had

been in perfect condition with the ordinary box cage,

soon became " soft " and ill-conditioned. And from

carefully watching the birds there and also those of

private aviculturists I strongly advise a roomy semi-

box cage for their home. The B. M. Cat., Vol. XL,
gives four species, viz., cyanea (type), ccerulea, liicida,

and nitida.

The Yellow-winged Sugar Bird.

C. cyanea.

Male : The principal bod}' colour is rich, velvet}' purple-

blue; lores, eye region, wing and tail, velvety black; cap, pale

blue ; inner webs of wing feathers and underside of wings,

sulphur-yellow ; bill, black (long and curved) ; feet, ruddy

flesh-colour. Total length 4f in., tail if in.

Female : Above, green with centres of feathers darker
;

wings and tail blackish and dyed with green ; eye streak.



1 66

whitish ; under wing-coverts and inner webs of wing- feathers,

sulphnr-yellow ; under surface, pale yellowish green, faintly

striated ; bill horn colour ; legs and feet, brownish flesh.

Habitat : According to Museum Cat., it ranges from S.

Mexico over Central and South America to S.-E. Brazil and

Bolivia. Also found in Cuba.

The Purple Sugar Bird.

C. ccerulea.

" Male : Above and below purple-bhie ; lores, throat,

" wings, tail and under wing-coverts, black ; bill, black ; feet,

"flesh colour: whole length 37 inches, wing, 2-2, tail it.

" Female : Above, dark green ; lores, rufous, below, pale

" yellowish, with dark green slriations : bill blackish ; feet,

" brown."

" Habitat : South America, from Colombia to Amazonia,

"Eastern Peru and Bolivia; to the north of Colombia it is

" replaced by lucidar (B. IM. C, Vol. XI.)

C. Iiicida.

" Male : Above and below, deep purple ; lores, throat and
" front of neck, wing, tail, aiul under wing-coverts, velvety

" black ; bill, black ; feet, flesh colour ; whole length 4-5

" inches, wing 24, tail 1*25. Female : A])ove, dark green ;

" lores, rufons ; below, pale yellowish ; with dark green

" striations ; throat, rufous."

" Habitat : Guatamala and Central America, south to

"Panama." (B. M. C, Vol. XI.)

C. nitida.

" Male : Bright bluish purple ; lores, throat, patch ex-

" tending over breast, wings, tail, and under wing-coverts,

" velvety black ; bill, black ; feet, pale flesh-colour ; whole
" length 3"5 inches, wing 2, tail i. Female : Dark green,

" throat and middle of belly, pale ochraceous ; sides of body
" striated with whitish ; crissum, yellowish."

" Habitat : Colombia and Upper Amazonia." (B. M. C,

Vol., xr.)
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Tlie various species of these exquisite birds agree

well together : an indoor aviary of say a floor area of

6 ft. by 8 ft., and 6 or more feet high, with about a

dozen of these avian gems disporting themselves on

growing plants and twiggy branches would make a

grand display, and I hope at no distant time to make

the experiment. While providing retirement, there

would of course need to be abundance of light, and

the sun should have free access to at least half the

aviary.

1Rote6 on iiiv IParral^eets auD Bviaiies.

By the Hon. & Rev. Canon Dutton.

I have been asked to write something for Bird

Notes, but I have not had much to tell, and I have not

the art of writing interestingly about nothing.

It so happened that my bird arrangements were

disturbed by my being unable to get a tenant for my
Vicarage, which I have let since 1891 ; and I had to

return to it and live in it myself. It has an excellent

situation, on a bank sloping to the south, but my
aviaries, which were rather makeshift structures, had

been allowed b\'^ my tenants to go to rack and ruin.

When I returned, it was difficult to know where to

house my birds. I turned over in my mind making a

clean sweep, but I had a Versicolor Amazon given

me by a friend I was unwilling to part with. So I

determined to convert a small woodhouse into a bird-

room. It made very confined quarters, but it housed

for the moment three Pceocephalus se7iegalensis, three

Palcrornis longicaitda, one Pal. docilis, the versicolor and

a Blue-fronted Amazon.
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I took two Poeocephahis senegale7isis into the dining

room, and then waited our tmiversal genius' leisure

for the re-erection of ni}' aviaries, which the tenant

who took the house I left wished me to remove. But

before that was done, a neighbour, who had housed for

me five Pal. cyatiocephala and two Blue-bonnets, was

leaving his parish, wanted me to have them back, so

I was rather crowded.

However my two aviaries—a single run of two

—

are now up. These are against a wall facing S.E. and

their dimensions are, roughly, 20 yards long by 5J feet

wide—divided into sleeping houses 2 yards long

—

sheltered run 5 yards and open run 3 yards. Into

these I have turned : into one, one cock Palceornis

dociiis, two cock cyanocephala, two hen rosa, one hen

cyanocephala x rosa, two cocks and one hen loiigi-

caiida. Into the other: a pair of Blue-bonnets and

five Poeocephalics seneoalensis. The aviaries are un-

heated, so I expect the Pceocephali will have to return

to the bird room in the autumn, and perhaps, the Pal.

lo7igicauda.

I wish the Pceocephali could winter out, for one of

the two I had in the dining room made a nest in the

box I hung on to their cage, and was indefatigable in

sitting and laying. When she first laid I do not know,

for not expecting anything of the sort, I was not

watching her very closely. But after I had missed her

for some time, I took occasion to look into the box and

saw two eggs in a very neatly made nest. After wait-

ing more than four weeks I took the eggs away. Soon

two more were laid. I think these disappeared, for

after a considerable time I found two, looking too

fresh to be the original ones. After a time two more
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were laid, but they all proved clear. Why they should

all be clear I do not know. I have never seen the

birds pair, though I have seen them feed each other.

I have an idea that Psittaais and Pceocephalus do not

reach maturity for some time. So often one sees

something like this in Bird papers: "My Grey Parrot

has laid an ^ZZ- I have had her 17, 18, or 20 years"

(as the case may be) " and she has never done it

before. Is this unusual ?
"

When I bought my Pceocephali they all seemed

nestlings, except the one that has laid, which looked

very old ; and I ask myself was the bird I supposed to

be a cock (these two had consorted together when I

had the five loose in an aviary) too young to mate ? I

throw out the idea for what it is worth and only

narrate my experiences, because all our real know-

ledge is founded on a structure of these small facts

put together.

It is noticeable that whereas Pala:or?iis cyanocephala

never, according to my experience, attempt a second

clutch of eggs, but proceed at once to moult, this

Pceocephalus laid again and again.

It is rather unfortunate that my tamest Pceoce-

phahcs never develops its flights. When I first bought

them, I thought it and several others were pinioned,

but I found they were not. However, this bird, though

it has the joint, never develops perfect feathers from

it. If it had flights, I could trust it loose. Another

recommendation for the Senegals is, that they are as

easily kept as a Grey. They only want hemp, canary,

and millet with an occasional monkey nut. I also

give them bits of oat cake and they are very fond of

sow-thistles, groundsel they do not care much about.
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They are rather destructive, and I keep boughs in the

aviary for them to gnaw.

Since writing the al)ove the least tame of the

Pceocephali escaped. I found the gardener and the

man and boy all busy with a ladder. That I knew

was of no use. But the bird when it saw me made an

absolute eflfort to come down. I caged one of the

others and put it out. The other bird took a flight

round, keeping rather high in the air. Then it flew

from tree to tree, and in the afternoon I left it on the

top of a walnut-tree, pecking the unripe walnuts to

pieces. When I returned at night I saw it had not

been caught. I asked the gardener at about seven

next morning where it was. He did not know. It

had gone at night across the river, towards which the

Vicarage slopes, on to the top of some high beeches

which crown the opposite bank. But as soon as I

came out of the Vicarage, at about ten, to take some

oat cake to the aviaries, it flew past me just over my
head, and came down to a box tree within reach. I

sent for a cage, on to the top of which it climbed, and

let me carry it into the house. It was rather rough

and very hungrN', but otherwise it seemed none the

worse. Then would have been the moment to turn it

out again if it is to be accustomed to flying loose. But

the season is too far advanced and I must wait to

educate it till 1908.

Posocephali 3iXQ. delightful pets if taken young. My
own experience of wild ones is that they do not get

tame, but those taken from the nest make the nicest of

all pets amongst the Parrots. They talk, they are so

small—pocket pets—they have no dust like the Greys,

and are so affectionate. Even the less tame ones fly
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after nie in the aviary. Very different in that respect

to Palceornis. These are all in a commotion when I

enter. The longicaiidas dash into the sleeping house

if they liave time. The docilis is the only one that

stands its ground. I am rather inclined to think it

would become friendly with anyone who had the gift

of taming birds.

I do not know that docilis ever becomes such a

good talker as torqtiatus, but I should say after a good

eupatrius it is the best pet amongst the genus. Longi-

cauda never makes the noise the other members of the

family do, but then it is very stupid. Docilis is in-

telligent and does not make so very much noise. If I

could get a hen and breed them and bring up the

young by hand I could make nice pets of the nest-

lings. They used to import them into France in the

nestling state, but now they seem difficult to get.

^be Xaugbiiuj Ikingfisheis.

1. Dacelo gigantea.

2. Dacelo cervina.

By WESI.EY T. PAGE, F.Z.S.

The two birds forming the subject of the plate

were photographed in the Western Aviary at the

London Zoo early this summer, and show the two

species inhabiting, the former Southern and the latter

Northern Australia. It is a most useful bird in its

native wilds, destroying an enormous number of

noxious and venomous reptiles. The late Dr. W. T.

Greene gives an instance in " Birds of Brit. Empire,"

and relates a personal experience as follows :

—

" I once found a lizard in the crop of a Dacelo that was as

" long as the bird itself, and it will kill and swallow a snake
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"at least twice its own length, and repeat the operation in

"an hour."

Those who have been startled at the Zoo by its

lond and weird cachinnation, which may certainly be

likened to a cross between an idiotic laugh and a

donkey's bray, will realise in a measure its startling

and uncanny effect amid the quietude of early morning

in the Australian bush.

In many respects the habits of the two species are

similar. I must saj^ here, that for the following notes

on their wild life, I am indebted to Mr. Payne of the

Little Zoo, Bath, who, on a recent vist, kindly des-

cribed to me their demeanour, etc. in the bush.

Messrs. Payne and Wallace were the importers of the

fine specimen of the Buff Laughing Kingfisher which

has been placed on deposit at the Zoo by the Hon.W.
Rothschild, and at the present time is the only one

in Europe.

Inctibation is stated to occupy about three weeks,

but is most probably a day or so less than that

period. Their nesting site is always at the top of high

trees, and usually made by scooping out a White Ants'

nest in the fork of a tree. The yoiuig remain in the

nest about three weeks, and are fully adult in twelve

months, in fact thej'^ breed the following season.

Diet : This consists of lizards, snakes, frogs, grass-

hoppers, and any living thing that is small enough to

be swallowed. They lay or sit in wait for prey on the

branch of a tree, swoop down, upon it with closed

wings and spear it with their bill ; returning to the

tree, the capture is banged about till killed, then

swallowed whole.

General : Strange to say these two Kingfishers
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spend the greater part of the year in the drj' forest

region, only occupying the vicinity of lagoons and

creeks during the wet season, which is from January

to March. They roost amid the topmost branches of

the gum trees.
i:- » •»

The I^aughing Kingfisher {Dacelo giganted).

Dr. Greene aptly describes this as short-legged,

big-billed, and thick set ; its plumage is grey, varied

on the wings with indications of buff and green on the

wings, and blue on the head ; it is thickly clad, and

the feathers of the head can be erected at will, forming

quite a respectable crest. As the difference in size

and form are clearly shown in our plate further refer-

ence to same would be superfluous. This species has

hatched out young on two occasions at the Zoo.

Habitat : Queensland, New South Wales and South

Australia generally.
* * *

The Buff Laughing Kingfisher {Dacclo cervhia).

The specimen of this species which is on deposit

at the Zoo, is one of two, which were taken from the

nest by Messrs. Payne and Wallace ; they were hand-

reared and became so tame that they enjoyed freedom

at their Kangaroo Farm, Wild Dog Creek (N.W.A.)

Unfortunately one of them was trodden upon by a

Kangaroo and killed.

This species only indulges in its merriment at

evening and early morning, while gigantea utters its

weird cachinnations at intervals during the whole of

the day.

The plumage of this species is very brilliant,

being a warm buff", tinged greenish on wings, and
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varied with rich blue; the light parts of fig. 2 on plate

are blue. In spite of its heavy build, it is a beautiful

and striking bird.

It is very scarce and only seen in pairs.

Habitat: North-West Australia.

Cbaffincb**Braniblefinch IbvbriDs-

By AiXEN Silver.

Miss Reeves of Wateringbury Hall in Kent is well

known as a breeder of hybrids, and last year was

successful with this cross, rearing two birds to

ulaturit^^ This year she has again continued her

experiments on a larger scale and with considerable

success, having already about a dozen young birds

fending for themselves.

They have been bred both ways i.e., male F.

ccelebs x female F . moiitifringiUa and vice versa, and the

oflfspring, bred from pairs in which F. vioniiJrinoUla

was the male parent, have turned out the more

handsomely coloured.

In the nest plumage these hybrids resemble young
Chaffinches, varying a good deal however in colour

and size (probably difference of sex). One adult bird

bred last year quite differed from the unauthenticated

specimens exhibited under the name of this cross at

the bird shows and like all new hybrids was contrary

somewhat to one's expectations.

Miss Reeves has caged up in aviaries batches of

British finches and buntings, and in no case is there a

male enclosed in any particular aviary where a female

of the same species is flying loose, consequenth^ every

^%% hatched contains a hybrid of some kind. This
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year thirteen young hatched from the Chaffinch eggs

and six from the Bramblefinch eggs. The hen Chaf-

finches however are earlier breeders than their partners,

consequently, as a rule, only the eggs of their second

nests get fertilized by the male Bramblefinches, and

on the other hand some of the cock Chaffinches are

almost ready to moult when the hen Bramblefinclies

are in full breeding condition.

These eggs are taken and given over to the care

of certain wild birds, which have in the several in-

stances reared them up to a certain stage after which

Miss Reeves has "finished them off" herself on a diet

of green and other caterpillars and mealworms.

The greatest difficulty is to ward off accidents

from the various foster parents' habitations, rain, wind,

mice, cats, crows, and other troubles, having nipped

otherwise successful operations in the bud. It has

meant real and endless attention to successfully

accomplish these ends, and hardly anyone but a Miss

Reeves would have succeeded. When one considers

it has been necessary to hand-feed with live animal

food most of these hybrids from dawn till dusk, it

would indeed have been a cruel return for interest and

work if success had not attended the experiment.

Miss Reeves has bred hybrids from Canary and Bull-

finch, Linnet and Bullfinch, Greenfinch and Bullfinch,

Redpoll and Bullfinch, Greenfinch and Goldfinch,

Redpoll and Canary, Siskin and Canary, Linnet and

Canary, Goldfinch and Canar}', and Greenfinch and

Canary ; the last three readily and easily. Most of the

others she has successfully reared to maturity, some

of which fetched good prices as exhibition birds. To
attempt to describe the birds on paper would give but
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a poor idea of their appearance, some will probably

appear on the show bench, but one would like to see

figured by a reliable artist a nestling and four adult

birds, one of each sex from the two ways of production.

IRcstina ot the ^Ru^^v**6boulC)e^e^

(TowbirD or ^ronpial.
(Agel<xus huvieralis.)

By O. M11.LSUM.

I claim no merit for having been successful in

breeding the Ruddy-shouldered Cowbird, simply

because I was quite unaware, until the event, that I

possessed a true pair of Agelcens luwieralis

.

I purchased three specimens from an importation

in October last, disposing of one to a fellow aviculturist

shortly afterwards, and quite by good fortune I had

retained a true pair.

The sexual distinction of these birds is so minute

that, accustomed as I am to my specimens, I can

scarcely sex them unless perched together.

The female is an exact facsimile of the male

excepting that she is of slighter build.

[At my request Mr. Millsum kiiidlj' caught his birds aud

made a minute examiuation with the following result.

—

Ed.]

I caught the birds as desired and was then able to

distinguish the slight sexual distinctions. It certainly

would not be otherwise noticed ; even with the birds

in the hand I overlooked it at first, but on a second

observation the black markings (represented by dots

on diagram) were distinctly visible on last row of

feathers.
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Rough Diagrams showing difFeience in area and

markings of wing-coverts in male and female.

-/'k"

$

Size aud outline of

Ruddy Patch on

the male. Rich

shade of Orange

Brown.

Description from B.M.C. :

"Glossy black; wing- - coverts

"yellowish -brown with a paler

"border below; bill and feet,

"black: whole length 7 inches,

"wing 4'2, tail 3'2.

" Female similar, but rather

"smaller, and wing - coverts

"mixed with black."

Size and outline of Ruddy
Patch on the female.

Equally as rich in shade

as on the male, but last

row of feathers, (marked

by ink spots opposite)
are m a r k e d as rough

sketch herewith,

outer web of

feathers orange

brown, inner
as sketched black.

No other marks

or dots are
visible.

These birds have been in one of my outdoor
aviaries since they arrived, having as companions
Tanagers as under: Scarlet, Olive, Superb, Tricolour,

? Black
; Yellow-bellied Liothrix, Giant Long-tail

Whydah, Crimson-wing Whydah, Diamond Sparrows,
etc.
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On the walls were placed (more as warm sleeping

receptacles than as nests, although I have had fair

success with them as such), straw sailor hats, having

a hole cut in the crown for entrance, and the brim

nailed to the wall. When feeding the Tanagers daily

with fruit, I invariably tear off the thin tissue papers

which encircle the oranges, throwing them into a

corner of the aviary, collecting same alternate daj'^s.

I was greatly surprised to observe on May 26th, the

ends of several of these papers protruding from one

of the straw hats ; upon examining same I found quite

a prettily constructed cup-shaped nest, woven entirely

with these papers. I was quite at a loss to understand

what bird should be so anxious for parental duties and

responsibilities, as I had been under the impression

that only male specimens of the various species

occupied the aviary.

My interest thus being deeply aroused, I was

anxious to walch events; after placing a little hay fibre

and hair in a prominent place, I had not long to wait.

I noticed one of the Cowbirds very busy carrying to

the nest, whilst the other, which proved to be the

male, kept all intruders from that portion of the aviary,

and amidst his love antics, kept up a continuous displa}^

of chatter and rare fuss.

Next morning I glanced again and found a nicely

constructed nest. The following morning May 29th,

one egg was deposited and so on until the clutch of

four was complete. The eggs were of a very pale

bluish green tint, almost white, boldly marked at the

larger end, with dark, variously sized spots and

markings.

Thinking it was useless to expect successful
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incubation, in an aviary containing so many different

species, '^' I did not take any precautions, visiting the

aviary as often as formerly, spending the usual time

in feeding, cleaning, etc ; on every occasion the hen

Cowbird left the nest, only to return on my leaving

the aviary, thus I conclude Cowbirds are very light

sitters.

I may add, I did not notice the male bird assist in

the task of incubation, although he proved a good

parent, as I will shortly explain.

As aforementioned, not anticipating success, I

was more than surprised on the thirteenth day to hear

the chirp of young, and I found there were three

young in the nest.

The birds would allow me to take out the eggs,

and also their young, as often as I wished, f

About the seventh day I noticed only one was

making satisfactory progress, whilst one was slowly

but surely being starved ; this died a day or two

afterwards. I next observed that another was not

getting his fair share of food, for a time I assisted the

parents by hand-feeding; but in spite of this it died.

The other was by now a most promising youngster,

being practically fully feathered, even to showing the

ruddy wing-coverts. It lived to be able to leave the

nest and fly about the aviary, but not to peck for

itself. In a few days I noticed it appeared lumpy, so

I again assisted the parent Vjirds by hand feeding. I

•It is not well to treat lightly any chance that occurs. In my avicultural

experience ii is the unexpected &\\iX not the probable that conies off.— Ed.

tThis is not good practice, it frequently causes the desertion of either

eggs or young-, though some species will tolerate any amount of interference ;

in most cases all necessary observations can be made with a hand mirror.

—

ED.



i8o

am assured this would have succeeded, but business

took me away from my birds for nearly two da3^s, the

result was the young bird suffered for want of food,

from which cause it died the following morning.

The parent birds were most energetic feeders, so

I am convinced the only thing lacking was insufl&ciency

of live insect food. No difficulty would be experienced

in breeding and rearing these most interesting of

aviary pets, if a plentiful supply of live insects could

be assured.

You can, however, imagine it was impossible for

me to do this when about thirty other insectivorous

birds occupied the same aviary. Whenever I placed

mealworms, gentles, etc., within sight, they were

greedily eaten by the other birds, before the Cowbirds

had much of a chance to carry any to their young.

It was, however, a most interesting sight to watch both

the Cowbirds, with a gentle exposed in their beak,

alternately entering the nest and as hurriedly leaving

it, after having disposed of the insect, to fly again to

the food tin for others.

The Ruddy-shouldered Cowbird is one of the

most interesting of aviary pets, and as the Editor has

already recorded in Bird Notes, Vol. V., No. 8, Nov.

1906, such an accurate and able description of this

species, it would be futile for me to attempt to further

describe them. I should like to add, my experience

with this species exactly coincides with that article.

The food to which my birds have had access is,

canary, millet, oranges, bananas, apples, pears, insec-

tivorous food, both dry and moistened with boiling

water; they sampled the lot. They were always in

perfect feather, except during the moult ; the beautiful
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sheen of their plumage is a pleasure to see. I would

strongly recommend this species as a desirable aviary

pet.

[This is a most interesting occurrence, and is the first time

this species has nested in this country. Aviculture provides

many such disappointments, yet it is these which give zest to

this fascinating hobb}'. The only species of Cowbird (I have

not looked up records), that has reared young, which lived to

be able to fend for themselves, is the Silky Cowbird {Mololhrus

bonariensis).—Ed. ]

IRotes o\\ Bviau dbolcra.
By H. Gray, M.R.C.V.vS.

(See P. in. report, Pennant Parrakeets, T. Wihon).

The disease appears to be a form of Avian Cholera

of which there are four types, viz. the rapidly acute,

killing in a few hours ; acute, where a bird lives two

or three days ; sub-acute, where a bird lives from one to

several weeks ; and chronic, in which a bird gradually

wastes away and is said to be " going light." No
doubt the above bird died in the acute phase,

where infection remained latent, some cause such

as indicated above coming into play. The disease

is the bane of bird - keeping, whether the birds are

domesticated or semi-domesticated, and it accounts for

the greatest mortality among poultry and cage-birds

in this country. It is often confounded with Bird

Plague, due to an organism invisible under the

microscope. The latter is a truly contagious disease,

causing a heavy death-roll, and is introduced by birds

which have at some period of their life survived an

attack of the disease in dealers' cages, etc.

As far as Avian Cholera is concerned, the term is

frequently a misnomer as there is often no diarrhoea,
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but nevertheless all the forms are due to the satae

organism which varies in virulence, the course being

altered by such circumstances as changeable weather,

not settled dry cold or hot weather.

The best way to prevent mortality from this

disease is by the adoption of measures of scrupulous

cleanliness and the disinfection of cages, etc., and the

removal of a bird as soon as anything is noticed

amiss, care being taken that it receives suitable

shelter. When the disease occurs in the chronic form

one may try Sulphuric Acid and Iron Sulphate in the

drinking water. Aviaries should be kept dry and well

sheltered. There is nothing much to be done in the

rapidly acute and acute forms.

Birds recovered from the disease should be

isolated for some weeks, because although being well

themselves thev are still infectious to others.

^be (3enu6 Spermopbila.
By WESr^EY T. Page, F.Z.S.

(Continued from page 14SJ.

19. 6\ nigrorufa.

Adult male : Top of head and back to rump, black,

with the feathers of the mantle, back, and scapulars,

obscurely tipped with ruddy-buff; rump, ruddy-cinna-

mon ; wing and tail feathers black edged with whitish-

brown ; the bases of the middle primaries are white,

and the middle secondaries have their edges somewhat

hoary ; loral streak, white ; eye region, black ; sides of

neck, ear-coverts, cheeks and throat, huffish cinnamon,

lightest on the sides of the neck ; the under surface is

principally buffish-cinnamon, darker and brighter on
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and feet, dark-brown. Total length 3I in., tail ij in.

Adult female : Above, brown, mottled with darker

brown on the back, and slightly tawny on the rump
;

wings blackish-brown, edged with lighter brown ; base

of middle primaries, white; margins of middle secon-

daries, whitish ; upper tail coverts and tail, brown,

edged with lighter brown ; top of head, brown,

minutely mottled with dusky ; under surface, yellowish

buff, paler in the sides and flanks.

Habitat : Bolivia and Brazil.

Thk Black-capped Finch.

20. kS". pileata.

Adult male: Upper surface, pale brown, much
mottled with obscure blackish centres and light ashy

margins to the feathers : rump, tawny-brown ; wings,

blackish, edged with pale brown ; secondaries mar-

gined with whitish, and inner primaries white at the

base of outer webs, forming a prominent white patch
;

upper tail-coverts and tail feathers dark brown edged

with paler brown, with whitish tips ; crown, nape, and

lores, black ; under surface^ pale reddish, darker on

the sides and flanks ; centre of abdomen, white ; unde'^

tail-coverts pale reddish. Beak, horn colour, darker

at the base ; legs and feet, greyish-brown. Total

length 3f in., tail ij in. Habitat : Brazil.

The Collared Finch.

(Bi,ack-Breasted Grosbeak. Lath).

21. 6\ cucullata.

Adult male: Crown of the head, nape, neck, man-

tle, upper and middle back, black ; lower back, ashy,

tinged with ochre ; a band of ochre crosses the rump
;
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upper tail-coverts and tail feathers, blackish, the former

edged with brown, the latter broadU' with ashy ; wings,

blackish, lesser and median coverts edged with ashy

and tipped with ochre, primaries and quills edged with

ashy, secondaries edged with hoary -grey, middle

primaries white at the base of outer webs, forming a

large oblong patch ; eye region and ear-coverts, black
;

loral spot, patch under eye, cheeks and throat, pale

bufl&sh-ochre ; sides of necks, bright ochre; abroad

black band crosses the fore-neck ; remainder of under

surface, tawny buff, darker on the under tail-coverts
;

beak, pale horn, darker at the base ; legs and feet,

brown. Total length 5 in., tail 2 in.

Adult female : Differs from the male, being mostly

brown on the upper surface, tinged with olive on the

head and back; wing coverts and quills edged with

dusky ; tail, dark brown, with paler edges ; under

parts, pale tawny buff, lighter on the abdomen and

darker on the under tail-coverts.

Habitat : Brazil and Guiana.

Sub sp. A. 5. polionota.

" Adult male : Similar to 5". cucullata, but wants the

" ochreous buff on the underparts, rump, and sides of neck, all

"of wliich are whitish; lower back and thighs, ashy-grey.

" Total length 4^ in., tail ij in." (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

Adult female : According to the Mus. Cat. she is

similar to aicullata, but more sandy on the upper

surface ; ear-coverts, pale olive-brown ; sides of neck

and under surface, pale yellowish buff, more tawny on

the abdomen, flanks, thighs and under tail-coverts.

Habitat : Brazil.
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The Black-headed Finch.
22. 5. vtelanocephala.

Adult male : Crown of the head, nape, neck,

mantle and back, black ; rump, rufous - chestnut
;

wings and tail, black, the former edged with brown,
and the latter with ashy ; lesser wing-coverts, rufous-

chestnut ; throat, white ; breast band, black ; under
surface, pale rufous-buff, darker on the flanks and
ventral region ; beak, blackish ; legs and feet, black.

Total length 5 in., tail 2in.

Habitat : Argentina, Bolivia, S. Brazil.

23 6". torquela.

Adult male : Crown of the head, lores, sides of

the face, ear-coverts, back, wings, tail, and upper
tail-coverts, black ; there is a white wing patch at

base of middle primaries ; coverts tipped with buff,

and tail feathers fringed and tipped with pale brown
;

lower back and rump, pale cinnamon ; the side of

each neck is adorned with a patch of white, and a

black band crosses the neck ; remainder of under
surface, tawny, with a rufous tinge ; beak, blackish

horn
;

legs and feet, blackish. Total length 4I in.,

tail 2 in.

" The seasonal plumage of the adult male is brown ; all

" the black feathers of the upper surface having sandy-brown
" edges, which are doubtless shed at the breeding season ; the
" white patch at the sides of the neck is also tinged with
" sandy-bufF."

" The young male resembles the adult male in seasonal
" plumage, being brown instead of black. At first the black
" collar on the fore-neck is altogether absent, and when
" assumed it is much narrower than in the adult male. The
" reddish colour of the under parts is also much paler."

(B. M. C, Vol. XII.)
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The adult female differs from the male, being

principally light olive-brown above, and same colour

below, but much paler ; the principal wing feathers

and also those of the tail being dusky-brown, edged

with pale olive.

Habitat : Mexico.

24 5. albitorquis.

" Adult male : Similar to 5. tofquela, but distiuguisbed by

"a white collar round tlie bind neck. Total leugtb 4-4 in.,

" tail 1-85 in." Habitat : Mexico. (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

The Spectacled Finch.

25 5". ophthalfnica.

Adult male : Crown of head, nape, lores, sides of

face, ear-coverts, mantle, back, wings and tail, black
;

the feathers of the lower back and rump have the

bases grey, merging into black, with the tips pure

white, giving a mottled whitish-grey surface; lesser

coverts edged with white ; the greater coverts with a

white streak at the ends
;
primaries and quills with

white bases, obscured on the latter, but forming a

distinct oblong wing patch on the former ; cheeks,

throat, sides of neck, breast, abdomen, white slightly

mottled with black on the sides and flanks ; a broad

black band crosses the foreneck, and there is a tiny

spot of white below each e3^e. Total length 4 in.,

tail if in.

Adult female : Differs considerably from the male,

being light brown above ; tinged with ashy on head

and mantle ; wings and tail, blackish ; under surface,

paler than the upper surface and slightly tinged with

yellowish ; centre of abdomen, white.

Habitat : Ecuador.
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The Lineated Finch.

(Radiated Grosbeak. Lath.)

26. 6'. lifteata.

Adult male : Crown of the head, nape, lores, sides

of face, ear-coverts, mantle, back, and upper tail

coverts, glossy black, with a greenish sheen ; lower

back and rump, mottled with ashy- grey ; wing coverts,

quills and tail-feathers, black ; median and greater

feathers, tipped with white ; inner primaries, white at

base of inner web ; tail feathers narrowly tipped with

ashy ; cheeks, tiny spot below each eye ; throat, sides

of neck, centre of breast and abdomen, and under tail

coverts, white ; sides of body and flanks ashy ; band

across foreueck and sides of breast, black. Total

length 4^ in., tail i^ in.

Adult female : Principally olive- brown ; slightly

fulvous on the rumps ; wing-coverts, quills and tail-

feathers, dusky brown, edged with paler brown; under

surface, yellowish-buff; centre of breast and abdomen>

whitish ; sides and flanks, washed with brown.

Habitat : According to Mus. Cat., Guiana and

Amazonia.

27. 5". moreleti.

Adult male : Black on the upper surface; with a

broad band of white across the rump; wing-coverts,

tipped with white ; base of inner primaries, white on

the outer web ; whole of the head, black ; throat,

sides of neck, and under surface, white, slightly tinged

with yellowish-bufi" below the breast ; a broad black

band crosses the foreneck. Total length 3I in., tail

if i".

Adult female : Dull yellowish-brown, slightly

washed with olive on the upper surface
; greater and
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median wing coverts tipped with yellowish-white

forming a double wing-bar ; lores and eye region,

whitish-ochre ; ear-coverts and sides of neck, fulvous-

brown ; under surface, buff tinged with ochre.

Habitat : Texas to Mexico (B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

28. 5. parva.

Adult male : Crown of the head, nape, mantle,

back, wing, upper tail coverts, tail, lores, sides of face,

ear-coverts, and band across neck, black ; lower back

and rump, brown ; cheeks, throat, sides of neck and

under surface, white; tinged with yellowish below

the black neck band, the yellowish being more pro-

nounced on sides, flanks and ventral region ; the

middle primaries and secondaries have the base of the

outer webs white, forming a double wing patch, (the

latter is not visible when the wing is closed). Total

length 4 in., tail if in.

Adult female : Fulvous - brown above, lightly

washed with olive; under surface, pale yellowish-bufF;

sides of face, yellowish-white; double bars of 3'ellow-

ish-white cross each wing ; wing-coverts and tail

feathers, brown, margined with paler brown.

Habitat : According to Mus. Cat., Texas to

Mexico.

33. .S'. auriia.

Adult male : Crown of the head, nape, mantle,

back, wings, upper tail-coverts, tail, lores, sides of

face, ear-coverts, cheeks, throat and upper breast,

glossy black, with a greenish sheen ; a half-moon

shaped patch on sides of neck, and an irregular band

of white across the rump ; a double white patch at

the base of the primaries and secondaries, only the
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and flanks, irregularly mottled wilh black. Total

length 4|- in., tail if in.

" 111 some males the white spot on each side of the neck is

" connected by a white band across the lower throat, and the

" base of the chin is white ; the lower back and rump are also

*' white, forming a broad band. Between this and the form

" described there is ever}' intermediate link in the Salviii-

" Godmaii collection—as, for instance, a male with a white

" throat band and the rump black ; another with the rump
" white and entire throat black, with scarcely any sign of the

" white neck patch ; another with a white band on the throat,

" the neck patch obsolete, and the rump marked by a few

" white-tipped featliers. How these variations have been
" brought about, wliether by hybridisation or not it is

" impossible to determine, l)ut I quite agree with Messrs.

" Salvin and Godman that only one species can be recognised."

(B. M. C, Vol. XII.)

The adult female is olive-brown above, and pale

btiflf tinged with olive on the under surface
;

pale

yellowish on the abdomen ; wing- and tail-feathers

brown, edged with olive. She is slighth' smaller than

the male. Habitat : Central America.

34. 6". lucluosa.

Adult male : The whole of the upper surface,

head, neck, chest, sides of bod5' and flanks, black
;

breast, abdomen and under tail -coverts, white; a

white patch at base of middle primaries, forming an

oblong wing- patch ; beak, upper mandible whitish-

grey, lower mandible, washed with leaden-grey ; legs

and feet, greyish. Total length 4|- in., tail if in.

The adult female is olive-brown above, darker on

the rump and upper tail - coverts ; wing- and tail-

feathers, mostly brown, edged with olive ; lores and
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eye - region pale huffish - ochre ; ear - coverts, light-

brown, with whitish shaft streaks ; cheeks, throat

aud under parts, fulvous-brown ; sides and flanks,

washed with olive ; centre of abdomen, whitish

;

beak, upper mandible pale brown, lower dark grey
;

legs and feet, greyish.

Habitat: Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia.

35. 5. corrina.

Adult male : Tlie plumage is entirely black, save

for the patch of white at the base of the middle

primaries, and the breast marred with a few white

feathers. Total length 4J in., tail if in.

The adult female is olive-brown above ; wing-

coverts and quills, dusky-brown edged with olive ;

tail-feathers, brown with olive margins ; under-sur-

face, paler olive than the upper surface.

Habitat : Central America.

36. 6\ bicolor.

Adult male : Upper surface, black ; cheeks and

under surface, white ; white wing-patches at the base

of the middle primaries and secondaries, and also

white spots at the ends of the median and greater

coverts and tail - feathers. Total length 5|- in., tail

2i in. Habitat: Bolivia.

Practically the whole of the above species are

hardy (that is, of course, speaking of those which

have been imported), and excepting the White

-

throated Finch, are amiable and may safely be trusted

in a mixed series of small birds. Maii}'^ of the rarer

kinds, such as some of the coloured figures illustrating
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this article, and many otliers are decidedly hand-
some birds ; and in spite of the lack of brilliant

colours, there are but few of them to which the

designation plain can be applied. Add to this the

fact that, so far, only S. albigzilaris has been bred iu'

this country, their great interest to aviculturists will

be at once apparent.

In conclusion, I must state my indebtedness to

the British Museum Catalogue and also to Sclater and
Hudson's Argentine Ornithology.

]£t)itoriaL

A Fine Colleetion of Birds : Our Hou. Treasurer, Mrs.

K. Leslie Miller, has certainly solved the problem liow to keep
birds happ}-, contented and healthy in cages. The series con-

sists of 32 rare and choice birds, and on the occasion of my
visit they were, with two or three exceptions, all in Show con-

dition. The following list will give some idea of the beauty
and rarity of her collection.

Male Green Singiiigf VmQh.—Serinus icterus.

Male Melba V\\\Q\\—Zonogas{ris melba.

Pair Parrot 'P\\\c\\^s—Erythrura psittacea.

Male Crimson 'B\\\d\\.—Neochrnia phaeioti.

Male Sydney Waxbill—^S^/V/^/za te77iporalis

.

Pair Blue-breasted ^v.-s.h\\\s—Estrada angolensis.

Male Violet-eared ^2,^\A\\—Granaiina granaiina.

Pair Zebra '^acshiWs—SporcEsinthtis stcbflavtis.

Male White-eared Conure— /^. lettcotis.

Pair Many-coloured Parrakeets—Pi^/Ziij/w^ 7>iutiicolor.

Pair Red-vented Blue-bonnet Parrakeets-Pif/Ao/zi^ hamaiorrhous.

Male Hawk-headed Qa-ic^w^—Deropfytis accipiirinus

Dusky V&\rQ\.—Pio7tus violaceus.

Pair Ceylonese Hanging Parrakeets—Zo;;-/«//«j indicus.

Pair Passerine VArvak^ais—PsittacuZa passerina.

Pair Yellow-backed \,ov\es—LofiusJlavopalliattis.

Female P'orsten's l^oxVK^^t—l'richoglosszis foj-steni.

Male Swainson's 'i,ox\ke:e.'L—Trichogloss7is 7iovcs-hoUa7idi<z.

Male Nonpareil 'ZnwWw^—Cynospiza czri's.
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Male Yellow-winged Sugar-bird — C^rs^a cyaita.

Male Gold-fronted Bulbul

—

Chloropsis aurifrons.

Male Superb Tanager—C. fastiosa.

Male Yellow Tanager—C flava.

I would fain linger and have a little to sa)' about the lovely

plumages of the Sydney Waxbill, Tanager.s and others, also

the handsome and roomy cages ; while their cleanly condition

bespoke strict and constant attention, for with some of the

species it must have meant cleaning out several times a day to

secure the almost spotless cleanliness that prevailed. I hope

Mrs. Miller will be prevailed upon to give us accounts of some

of them a little later. She is to be congratulated upon a rare

and choice series of birds. I certainly never saw birds iu

better condition, whatever the conditions (/. e. indoors or out,

cages or aviaries) they had been kept under.

A Rare Consignment of Neotropical Birds.

It was my privilege to see this unique consignment before

any were distributed. Mr. V.. W. Harper, who has so often

introduced many rare, unique and interesting species to

aviculture, has again, within the past month, brought to hand

another consignment of rare species, nearly all of which are

new to Aviculture. They are certainly well worth a brief

notice and description.

Thk BIvACk-chekked Tanager.

Calliste cayana.

A beautiful species, and imported as living specimens for

the first time to this country. The upper surface of the male

is glistening coppery yellow ; top of head, ruddy copper colour

;

sides of face, black ; wings and tail, blackish-brown, edged

with bluish green; the under surface is bright ocliraceous;

throat and fore neck, dark blue ; bill, black with a bluish

sheen; legs and feet, dark brown. Total length, 4| inches;

tail, i| inches. Female similar as to colour areas, but hues of

her plumage much more subdued. A rare and exquisite

species. Described from life, measurements from skins.

The Maroon Tanager.

Rhamphocoelus jacapa.

This fine species has been on view at the Zoo for the past
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two years, but until now has not previously been obtainable by

aviculturists. This bird is already described in " Housing and

Keeping Foreign Birds," so I briefly say: The upper surface is

velvety black with a crimson sheen ; head, neck, and breast,

rich crimson-maroon, passing into black on the abdomen and

ventral region. New to aviculture. Total length 6^ in., tail

2|- ins.

Red-breasted Marsh Birds.

Leistes guianensis.

Very similar in form and build to a Cowbird, but a little

larger and also a little longer on the leg. A pair of these are

now disporting themselves in my aviary and have a very fine

appearance. Male: Rich velvety brownish-black; bend of

wing and body from throat to middle of abdomen, glowing

scarlet ; bill, black ; legs and feet, deep brown. Total length

6j in., tail 2f in. Female : Above, pale brown striated with

black ; below, pale brown, washed with scarlet on the breast

and middle of abdomen. New to English aviculture.

The G01.DEN HangnesT.
Icterus xanthoinus.

An account of this bird, which is new to English avicul-

ture, appeared in one of the earlier issues of the " Bird World,"

together with a photograph of the nest. Onl\' one specimen

was brought over, and by the generosity of Mr. Harper this

now enriches my collection. It is a typical bird as to form and

one of the smallest species, but it is far more beautiful than

the well known Baltimore Hangnest. With the exception of

the centre of the throat, which is black, and wings, dark olive,

narrowly margined with white, and tail blackish olive; it is

rich shining yellow, slightly washed with greenish on the

upper back. Total length 7| in. Its native name is Plaintain

Eater. New to English aviculture.

Ths Lesser Bi^ack Woodpecker.
Melanerpes riibifrons.

This was a most interesting bird, having been hand-reared,

it was very tame, made no attempt to fly away, and crawled

over j'ou, tapping with its bill the while. Its plumage was

principally black, with a scarlet cap. This so interested me



194

that I afterwards wrote for it, only to hear that it was non est

;

it had been iiijiired, presumably pecked by the Trumpeter-

biid, which also had its liberty during the voyage.

Trumpeter- Bird.

Psophia crepitatis.

This was another most interesting bird, somewhat like a

miniature Crane, but more dainty in appeai-ance, and a some-

what mincing gait. It was very tame and followed one about

like a dog. Its plumage was longish and hung very gracefully.

Dwarf Ground-Doves.

Chama^pelia griseola.

A pretty and interesting species, new to aviculture,

though the Zoo have had a pair on view during the past year,

one of wliich was presented by Mr. Harper. These birds have

laid eggs in their cage. They are slightly smaller than the

well known Diamond Dove, but stouter in build.

The Spermophila,

which have already been described in our pages, consist of

three species, viz. the Fire-red, the Lavender-backed, and the

Black-headed Lined Finch, being all very handsome little birds.

The other species I can only give a list of; all were in very

good health, and speak well for Mr. Harper's skill in getting

them throirgh the difficult period of the vo3'age.

Plawk-headed Caiques (pair), Guiana Lovebirds {P. gjiianen-

sis), Dusky Parrot (Pionus /uscas), Black Haugnest {Cassidix-

orizivora) a very fine specimen, Grey-breasted Thrush {Memla

phosopygus), Black- headed Sugar -bird female {Chlorophanes

spiza), Thick-billed Grosbeak [Orhiboms crassiiostris), Chest-

nut-bellied Grosbeak {O. iorridus), and Yellow Conure {Cotmrus

solstitalis). Exigence of space alone has prevented me com-

menting on the above interesting species, many of which are

now available to English aviculturists for the first time. We
shall probably get descriptions later, as some of them have

come into the possession of our members.

Birds at the Zoo : F'oreign birds were never better

represented at the Zoo than the}' are at present, nor better

cared for though some of the methods of treatment may not



195

coniiiiend themselves to aviculturists. There has been a large

influx of American Birds, of special interest, owing to the

export of birds from the U. S. being prohibited.

Kingbirds —Tyrannus tyramius.

Brown Mock 't\\ruii'\\—/-/nrporhychus -rufus.

*Blue Mocking' Thrusli -Melanoiis cterulescens.

*Cubau Mocking' Thrush —MiinocicUla riiLripes.

*Wo()d Thiiish — 7«r(/?« inusteliniis.

* Wilson's 'V\\x\xs\\— Turdjisfuscescens.

*Water 'X:\\x\xs\\- Sciuj-us fiovehonacensts.

American Blue }a.ys— Cyauoctt/a cristaia.

Fox Sparrow

—

Passerella iliaca.

American Tree Sparrow —5'//3(?//a nioniicola.

*Soiig "npArrovf ~Zonoirichta melodia.

White-tliroated Song Sparrow—Z'. albicollis.

Cliipping Sparrow—5"//'s^//a socialis.

* Field Sparrow

—

S. pusilln.

Catbird

—

Galeoscoptes camliiiensis.

Indigo "Swdi—Cyanospiza cyanea.

Pine Siskin —Chrysomitris pinus.

Snow \i\xdL—Junco hyeninlis-

Purple Finch

—

Carpodacus purpureus

.

*Yel low-eyed Vireos —Vireo ohvaceus.

*Yellow Warbler

—

Dendroica asstiva.

*Plioebe Flycatcher Miiscicapa phcebe.

*Meadow l.nr'k.—SturneIla magna.

American Robins — 7"«r^?« migraiorius

.

*Black and Red 'Ya.na.g&rs —Pyranga erythromelas.

*Black-capped Titmice —Pa?7« atricapillns.

Kose-breasted Grosbeak— A/, ludovtciamis.

*Oven - Birds —Dendroica discolor.

Others are White-headed Sea Eagle, Turkey Vultures, Virginian Eagle

Owl, Barred Owl, American Crows, Great American Heron, *Ward's Heron,

Montezuma Quails, Red - Billed Tree Ducks, Sulphur -crested Toucan,

Purple Grackle, and Baltimore Hangiiests ; and also specimens of Canadian,

White-fronted and Brent Geese.

Other interesting arrivals are 2 Dumonl's Crackles {Mino

diinionti) from Arn Islands. These at present are so wild,

that careful observation is difficult ; the general body plumage

is glossy black, with a greenish and purplish sheen ; sides

of crown and sides of face, mostly yellow, which is also

the colour of the bill, legs, feet and abdomen. Salvadori

* New to the Collection.
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records these Crackles as being very quarrelsome, and also

very common in New Guinea.

The following have reared young : Senegal Dove, 2

;

Brush Bronze-wing Pigeon, 2; Wonga Wonga Pigeon, 2;

Turtle Doves, 7; Crested Pigeon, 4. The Silver-eared Mesias

hatched out 3 young, unfortunately they were killed by the

Pheasants occupying their enclosure. Meyer's Pigeons laid,

but eggs were clear. The Redshanks, which were noted in

July issue as having hatched out, are now almost full grown

and scarceh' distingnisliable from the adults. They are fed on

chopped mealworms, meat, egg and crissel.

A New Hybrid : In my aviary I have had, by the chance

pairing of two odd birds, an interesting hybrid reared, viz.,

Bronze-wing x Magpie Mannikin. It is about seven weeks

old and can fend for itself. At present as to size and form it

shows more of the Bronze-wing, but its plumage is of a very

nondescript ap})earance, being dark umber brown above,

suffused with chocolate on the upper back, and a lighter umber

brown below ; the sides of the body are slightly suffused with

a yellowish-brown. Its appearance will be greatly altered as

soon as it assumes adult plumage, as there is sure to be a fair

amount of white in same. I believe two were hatched, but

they left Ihe nest while I was away on my holidays ; I was tohl

on my return that a young bird had died, which was put on a

garden seat for a moment while the birds were fed, and a cat

took it, and I surmise it was the missing Mannikin hybrid.

Mortality among Newly Imported Foreign Birds: So

many complaints reach me on this subject, that I feel called

upon to make some comment. In some cases certainly bad

housing and packing by the dealer have been as much respon-

sible for the mortality as the conditions of importation. It

seems to me, we aviculturists have the matter in our own

hands, if we only conform to conditions somewhat as under:

I. To strictly refuse to trade with any dealers whose

shops are insanitary, and whose conditions of caging etc.

approach cruelty, i. e. either by smallness of cage, un-

cleanliness, or overcrowding.
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2. Whose system of packing and despatcliiiig is open to the

same charge.

3. By reporting any case of cruelty from any canse to the

Society for Prevention of Crnelty to Animals.

By these means we should help the honourable dealer and

also do something towards stamping out the suffering among

birds, caused by some ruthless and brutal traders A case was

brought to my notice this week, which was simply brutal, and

as a consequence but two survived out of a dozen, and it is

very doubtful if one of these will live. I have no hesitation in

ascribing this to brutal packing. It is simply the duty of avi-

culturists not to pass such cases by.

Breeding of Chingolo Sparrow : Just on going to press

I learn that our member, Mr. Teschemaker, has successfully

reared two young of tliis species, afler many vain attempts.

Members are referred to the photo of nests and eggs of this

species in April issue of current vol. This is a very rare

occurrence, though I think they have been reared once before

in this countr;'.

Toucans : In our last issue in my notes on the.se birds,

by almost inexcusable carelessness, I placed the vulgar name

Sulphur Breasted over R. iocard, whereas it should have

appeared over R. carinahis.



lPo6t riDortein IRcports.
[Vide Rules).

R. HOLlriNS, Preston, and E. S. Chapi.in, Aiiiwell, answered

by post.

J. N. WllvSON. — Tlie cause of death of young Rosella was

septic fever, bronght about by infection on the one hand

and exposure to changeable weather on the other. No
doubt in your particular case there is an inherent predis-

position in the young birds. Septic fever is not the same

disease as bird plague, wliich is veiy highly contagious and

due to an i!ivisil)le and filtrable microbe. Tliese two

diseases are confounded with one another.

O. MirxSUM— Olive 'l'auai;er. Cau.se of dealli : Inflammation

of lungs due to climatic changes.

Mrs Mei.LOR—Green Ihidgerigar (hen). Cause of dealli :

Inflammation of lungs and bowels, probably bronght

about by chill acting on the system when dej>ressed by

fretting.

Note.—During the last two years a great tiumher of

birds have died, and their deaths could only be attril)ute<l

to climatic changes as extraneous infection was out of the

question, biids having died in aviaries into which no fresh

birds had been introduced for months.

T. Wilson.—Pennant Parrakeet, in full colour, aged two

years. In my opinion this bird died from infection

obtained from the soil of the aviary, the disease being

brought into activit\- partly by the inonlt and partly by

the changeable weather. The bird, which was a cock,

was somewhat emaciated, evidenced by sharpness of the

breast bone, and had evidently been ill some days. (See

"Notes on Avian Cholera," page i8i).

Hknky Gray, M.R.C.V.S.
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^be IRiobtjar.

{Capriinulgus europceus).

By Mrs. E. Warren Vbrnon.

I do not suppose many of our members have kept

this fascinating, but at the same time peculiar bird as

a pet.

To accurately describe him, imagine an old bough

of an oak, with the sun flickering on it through the

leaves, and you have the idea of the Nightjar's colour.

A marvellous mixture of warm chocolate browns,

greys, and black. Size, about a Cuckoo's ; enormous

black eyes, which he squints in a horrible fashion

when taking his food. At present he is still a bab\%

and is fed at dusk and dawn, no food in the day at all.

He sleeps and doses in the sun, flattening his body

and wings to get all the warmth he can, and is like a

stuffed specimen during the day light. Directly even-

ing comes, he opens his great eyes and I let him out,

that is to say, I offer him my hand, and he condescends

to come on to it, and be taken out of his cage. He
then sits on the top of the cage and will proceed to

run backwards and forwards and uttering a harsh cry.

If I offer him a mealworm, moth, or daddy long legs

on the end of a blunt pin he flies up in the air and

takes it off. His mouth is enormous when open, like

a large frog's; when closed he has a tiny beak, aud no
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one would imagine what a shock it gives the first time

you see a Nightjar open his mouth. Should the food

not be to his liking he spits it out, but I have found

])y offering him a spoon with mealworms and soft food

mixed he will take it down like we do. Of water he

takes very little, but I have got him to drink from a

spoon after his meals.

His flight is absolutely silent, more like a Hawk's,

and he is rather like one altogether when flying. His

feet are tiny and he does not grasp the perch, but sits

on it like a Swallow. He has a fly morning and even-

ing, always coming back to the top of his cage for

food. He is very tame and lets me hug and cuddle

him, never resenting it at all. I can thoroughly re-

commend him as a most curious and interesting pet.

He is largely found in India, also in Ireland, as

well as England. He makes a most curious noise

elongating his throat, and opening his immense mouth

if at all friglitened. He specially dislikes two Mar-

mozets I have, and bobs up and down at them, scream-

ing all the time,

I first saw a Nightjar at Mr. Galloway's at Reading.

He had a very tame one that flew round his garden in

tlie evening, returning to him, and he got me this

specimen.

[The Nightjar is one of the, if not the, latest of our summer migrants

to reach this country, and it is also early to take its departure, usually

leaving' us early in September. Mr. Howard Saunders states in his Manual

that it has been known to remain till November in the mild South-west of

Kngland. Mr. Saunders also notes the fact that they do not attempt to feed

themselves in confinement, and that they are also known by the following

vulgar names : Goat-sucker, Night-hawk, Dor-hawk, Fern-oui and Churn-

owl.

—

Ed.]
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1Rc5tinG ot the Black ^ana^er
(
Tachyphonus inelaleucus),

ant) the IDiolet ZTanaGcr
{Euphonia violacea).

By W. E. Teschemaker, B.A.

Having been commanded by our Editor to con-

tribute some notes on the nesting of Tanagers, I have

selected the above two species, the former of which

nested in my aviaries in 1906 and the latter this season.

On the Continent several species of Tanagers have

been successfully bred (e.g. the Many-Coloured and

the Scarlet) but in this country very little seems to

have been done. Of course Tanagers are not every-

body's fancy, and they have only recently been kept

in out-door aviaries. In the early days of aviculture

they were kept for the most part in small cages at a

high temperature, under which condition they seldom

survived very long. Even the late Aug. Wiener, with

his great experience and skill, failed with Tanagers.

Undoubtedly some aviculturists succeed in keeping

some Tanagers in good health in cages, but I must

frankl}^ confess that I cannot do so, and I would not

recommend anyone to \x\ the experiment.

The conditions essential to success are, I think:

(i) To have your birds well wintered and in robust

health at the commencement of the breeding season
;

(2) To get them thoroughly tame; (3) A fairly large

aviary with some growing shrubs; (4) A fine warm
summer. I lay stress on this last condition because,

although I succeeded with the only pair I turned out

in the fine summer of 1906, this year out of four pairs

only one made any attempt to nest. No doubt this

was partly due to the fact that, owing to severe illness.
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my Tanagers received veiy little attention this summer,

but chiefly I attribute it to the cold and inclement

weather.

I will not go into any details as to the manage-

ment of Tanagers partly from lack of space, but chiefly

because everyone has his own methods, which ex-

perience has taught him are the best in the special

conditions of his own aviary. Let us first discuss

The BI.ACK Tanager.

This species was rather freely imported in the

spring of 1906. I saw nearly twenty males in one

consignment. For some unexplained reason the}' did

not prove popular and I was able to purchase one for a

very few shillings. I was rather lucky in picking up a

hen from another dealer—the only one I have ever seen.

Personally, I think this a very charming species.

The handsome plumage of the male (indigo black with

pure white shoulder patch) and the graceful shape of

both sexes, together with their sprightly wa3's and

quaint vivacity render them, to my mind, far more

desirable than other more brightly coloured species

which, even in an aviary, will be found somewhat

sluggish.

The Black Tanager is always in motion, and with

his long pointed wings you will find him, in a large

aviary, almost as active and graceful as a Swallow.

True, he is somewhat of a bully, but 3'ou are not

likely to have any trouble with him on that account,,

except just in the breeding season, and then only if he

is associated with birds much weaker than himself.

My Black Tanagers were turned out in an aviar.y

14ft. long, loft. deep, and only 6ft. 6in. high at the end
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NEST AND EGGS OF BLACK TANAGER.
(Tachyphoniis tnelaliucus\
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of March. There was a small covered house in the

aviar}', but they did not make any use of it, for all

Tanagers (if iu good health) insist upon roosting in a

shrub, if there be one, no matter how cold the weather

or how warm the shelter provided for their benefit.

On the 14th of June the hen began to construct a

nest of hay and grass stems in a thick privet hedge.

The nest was so deep as to entirely conceal the bird

when sitting except just her tail. The photograph

does not give a good idea of the depth of the nest,

partly because it was taken from above, and partly

because, at the time when it was taken, the sides of

the nest had become somewhat flattened by use.

The three eggs were laid on consecutive days aud

incubation lasted for thirteen days. The j^oung were

ver}'- small and covered with black down. For the

first week they got only live insect food, but after that

they were fed partly on fruit (chiefly bananas). The
male bird took no part in incubating the eggs, but was

most diligent in carrying food to the young, and also

in driving away any other birds from the vicinity of

the nest, iu the performance of which duty he killed

one of my Roller Canaries and an Ortolan Bunting.

The strongest youngster left the nest on July 13th,

and both were very soon able to pick up for them-

selves.

I gave these two young birds to Dr. Butler, who
kept them for some time but did not succeed in

bringing them through the moult. From the above

account it may be inferred that the only trouble I had

with this species arose from associating it with smaller

birds at the nesting time—a mistake I should not

make again with any kind of Tanager.
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The Violet Tanager.

In the Violet Tanager we have a most complete

contrast in every way to the Black. Whilst the latter

is a shy and somewhat distrustful bird, a poor songster

and to some extent insectivorous, the former is most

phenomenally tame and familiar, has a charming song

and is almost exclusively frugivorous.

Again, whilst the Black is hardier than any mem-
ber of the family I am acquainted with, except possibly

the Scarlet, the Violet has the reputation of being

exceedingly delicate. Dr. Russ says that it never lived

long enough with him to give him a chance of breeding

it. I must say that this has not been my experience

of the species. I have had altogether one male and

four females. The male lived a year in an outdoor

aviary, and during that time I never knew him to aik

Da)' after day in this chilly summer, and even in the

deptli of an exceptionally cold winter, he used to sing

most delightfully and was always full of life and spirits.

One hen was killed by an accident, and another died

from some form of lung trouble. The remaining two

I still have.

I think very often when we say a species is deli"

cate, what we really mean is that the conditions under

which we keep it are not suitable for it. For instance,

the Golden-crested Wren is regarded as far too frail to

be confined in a cage, but can anyone call this little

bird, which actually crosses the North Sea in thou-

sands, delicate? As a matter of fact it must be a

'pocket Hercules'! I think if we wish to succeed

with this Tanager we must keep it in a large outdoor

aviary, giving it unlimited exercise, and induce it, or
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NEST AND EGG OF VIOLET TANAGER.

(Eufihom'a violaceo).
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compel it, to roost at night in a warm covered house.

Under these conditions it will flourish.

I said above that the Violet Tanager is almost

entirely frugivorons, but this is not quite a correct

statement of fact, for I find that it is very fond of

slugs, and in particular of that large black variety of

garden slug, which I have never seen any other bird

whatever attempt to touch. It has a curious method

of devouring them. Not having apparently any pre-

hensible power in its feet, it carries the slug in its bill

to a convenient perch and, laying it carefully across

the latter, proceeds to gently nibble and swallow por-

tions of the interior. It continues this process for a

long time with much apparent relish, never once with-

drawing its beak (in which case of course the slug"

would fall to the ground) ; but the process cannot be

at all pleasant for the slug.

One of the hen Tanagers was quite ready to pair

in the Autumn of igo6, but no nest was built. In

February of this year, however, the male bird began

to build with the greatest possible energy and indus-

try. The site he selected was a wooden nest l)ox, and

the nest was a spherical one with an arched roof (see

plate). In order to secure a photo of the interior it

was necessary to cut through the domed roof with a

pair of scissors, but a close inspection of the print will

.show that the nest is a spherical one. Depth of nest

2i inches ; diameter of cup 2^ inches. As the majority

of Tanagers build open nests this is not quite what one

would expect ; but, as I have now seen two nests of

the Violet Tanager, built by different birds under my
own eyes, I have no hesitation in assuming (though I

have no work of reference on the TaiiagridcB at hand)
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that the Violet Tanager either nests in a hole in a

tree, or, if it builds in tlie open, it at all events con-

structs a spherical nest like that of our Common Wren

or Long-tailed Titmouse.

The most diverse kinds of materials were utilised

b}^ the male bird—leaves, paper, moss, and small slicks,

with the usual hay, and he continued to work away at

it for a fortnight, singing most vociferously in the

intervals of his labour. The hen meanwhile fiew to

and fro with her partner, and in and out of the nest,

but she carried no materials and took no part in the

construction, in fact she was evidently not quite ready

to breed as yet.

I saw no further nesting until April, when all at

once the hen commenced to build another nest in a

similar nest box but in a different part of the aviary.

The nest was exactly similar in construction. And

now most unfortunately, just at this critical time, the

male went off colour. He did not seem exactly ill,

but he ceased to sing and was evidently not in breed-

ing form. I have a note under date April 23, that I

had to remove the other hens as they were being badly

persecuted by the breeding pair.

My last note is dated May 2, and is to the effect

that the Violets were pairing on that day. Within the

next few days I was taken ill and I did not enter the

aviary again until the beginning of July. You may

be sure that one of the first things I did was to have a

look at the nest. It contained nothing ;
but, oddly

enough, there was a spotted egg evidently of this

species in the first nest (the one built by the male).

I have often wondered what happened in those two

months, but this chapter in the history of my Violet
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Tanagers I shall unfortunatel}'^ never be able to write.

The male bird died in August in the moult, but this

hen and another, I still have.

There are many interesting characteristics *' of

this species I should like to point out, but unfortunately

space does not allow. I must not close, however,

without drawing attention to the very remarkable song

of this species. The weak warbling notes of the great

majority of the Tanagers can scarcely be dignified by

the name of song, but the Violet Tanager pours forth

a really remarkable flow of melody. Perched high on

the topmost spray of a tall shrub, with swelling throat

and wings dropped and quivering, just like our Eng-

lish Starling, he sends forth a long continued medley

of loud, joyous bubbling notes, intermixed with many
quaint Starling-like phrases and with some beautiful

clear flute-like tones. Were it not marred by what I

have called the " Starling-phrases" the song would be

really most melodious.

In conclusion, I may say that I do not think there

is any insuperable difficulty in breeding the Violet

Tanager. What one chiefly needs is a fine summer,

and, secondl}', that which is after all the chief element

of success in breeding an}' foreign bird— a good large

fluke I I mean to try again.

• Please supply these, if only in the form of a letter.—Ed.
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IRotes on mv> Bviaries auD IParrakeets.
A vSEQUEL.

By the Hon. & Rev. Canon Dutton.

There was a sequel to the escape of my Senegal

Parrot which may be of use to some parrot keepers.

I said tlie bird was none the worse. That was true
;

but I put it into a cage with some seed, and thought it

would be all right. It never occurred to me it would

overeat itself, as in more than 50 years' experience,

I had never known a parrot do so. But it did, and

became crop bound. It seemed likely to die, and

it lost flesh with great rapidity — and strength. I

administered a mixture of soda, sal volatile and ginger,

and worked the crop, but without much effect, then

castor oil, and lastly, Epsom salts. These I gave in

the middle of one night. Whether it was time or the

salts I cannot say, but certainl}' next morning, when I

expected to find the bird much worse, I noticed im-

provement. The salts were again administered the

morning after, and then the morning after that. As

the bird was moping after this last dose, we gave no

more and it went on improving. We gave very little

food for some time, and that only of sponge cake. I

had, by the way, given doses of brandy and water

when the bird was at its worst. At last, I put it back

into the aviary. It could not fly very well at first, and

for some time the crop stuck out. It has now resumed

its normal appearance.

When the crop binding first took place, the bird

tore out the feathers over its crop, so that it looked

rather ragged. Now it is all smooth again, but the odd

thing is that this, which was the least tame of the

birds, now comes to the wire as soon as I approach the
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aviary and follows me about in it. I think it wants to

have another fly, and so it should, if I could let it out

without the others. I have no doubt it would come

back in the evening.

jfceDmo auD HccliniatisinG jforcion

By Wesley T. Page, F.Z.S.

The title is an ambitious one : it is not my own.

I have received a pressing request either to get or

supply an article on this subject. 1 have failed to get

it written, so must needs supply it myself; personally

I much regret the necessity for this, as pressure on my
time prevents me giving the full time and thouglit that

the subject calls for. It appears to me that the most

fitting introduction will be

—

How I Feed my Birds.

In ni}' largest garden aviary I have over 70 birds,

con.sisting of Grassfinches, Mannikins, Tanagers,

Waxbills, Varied Lorikeets, Weavers, three species of

Cardinals, Marsh Birds, Cowbirds, Liothrix, Quails,

and two species of Doves ; there are a fair number of

rare and uncommon species among them. I think the

treatment given may be taken as fairly successful, for

I have only had six deaths among this group, from

mid-October, 1906, to September 30th, 1907, and two

of these were the result of egg-binding, while I was

ill and unable to attend to them. I also think the

season may be termed one of the worst known to

living aviculturists without any fear of contradiction
;

this to my mind certainly emphasises the result.

From personal experience with about 200 or more
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species of Foreign Birds, I have drawn the coiiclusiou

that few, if a.uy, can be termed exclusively seed-

eaters : even the Canarj' is not long among a mixed

crew, before he or she learns to appreciate the

succulent mealworm and other insects. Now for the

foods supplied to this very mixed series.

InsectilE Food : This mixture I vary but little,

and it mostly consists of Spratt's Partridge Meal, fine

crissel, dried flies, ants' cocoons, and ground silkworm

pupae; usuall)^ crumbled sponge cake is added, and at

times for variety boiled potato, which has been passed

through a masher. I ma}^ say the various items are

used in about equal parts. To prepare: The required

portion of Partridge meal is taken, and as much
boiling water poured over same as isnecessar}'^ to swell

the meal, not sufficient to make it sloppy ; the other

ingredients, except the spongecake, I keep as a stock

mixture in equal parts ; I take a double portion of this

and knead it into the moistened Partridge meal, and if

that has not been made too wet, it will be just crumbly

moist. After this the sponge cake and potato is

stirred into it, only enough to well mix the whole. I

find this readil}'' eaten by all soft bills, and freely picked

over by the Finches, Waxbills, etc. I have never

known it to go sour, and I am only able to suppl)^ once

a day. I must say here, that never in my experience

liave I used much egg, either fresh or sterilized ; for

more than three years I have not used any, neither do

I intend to, as I believe it to be under many conditions

a dangerous food to use, even in the outdoor aviary

and more so for birds in cages. My death rate has

certainl}^ been lower since I discontinued its use.

Seeds : I supply two mixtures, (i) Equal parts
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of canary and white millet; (2) two parts of oats, rice

in the husk, and sunflower seeds, with one part each of

hemp, summer rape, wheat, dari, and small Indian

corn. Millet in the ear (spray) and French*' millet are

also supplied. I find this meets the requirements of

all ; Grosbeaks, Finches, Doves, Quails, etc., and having

some ground birds there is but little waste.

Fruit: I am liberal with this and supply, accord-

ing as it is in season, a good variety : Orange, banana,

grapes, apples, pear, elderberries, raspberries, etc.

Practically all the birds named and also Canaries

take freely of the fruit supplied, at least I do not

know of a single species among the above series that

does not regularly take some kind or other of the fruit

supplied.

Green Food : L,ettuce (tender and fresh), I supply

freely all the year round ; in the winter I get (it is

rather dear) the kind sold by greengrocers as French

lettuce. It is of the drumhead variet}', it is a tender

and valuable food when fresh and may be safely given

all through the winter, f In addition, as procurable,

grass in the ear, canary grass, green oats, wheat,

garden weeds (non-poisonous), plum tree suckers,

rape seedlings, etc., are given in abundance.

Insects : I am lavish in the use of the meal-

worm, they may be given in any quantity without an}'

fear of ill effect (note, I am speaking of the outdoor

aviar}' at present, rich fat-forming foods must be

regulated according to the amount of exercise a bird

gets), even with birds in cages it may be given freely

• Sold as both French and Indian, at least I can detect no difference

between them.—Ed.

t It i.s greedily eaten tliroughout the year.
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to advantage. They also get such spiders, earwigs,

live ants' cocoons, beetles, aphidae, etc., as my garden

(only an ordinary suburban one) supplies. I repeat

here that I have yet to come across the seed-eater

that will not take, or is not the better for, some live

insects.

Milk Sop : This I am aware is not orthodox, but

I find it a safe and valuable food, if prepared with

ordinary care, and the food vessel is thoroughly cleansed

daily. (Note, I am not a man of leisure who can trot

down to my birds two or three times a day ; far from

it, the)^ get a supply only in the morning of each da}',

excepting green food and fruit, which some of my
people renew at mid-da}', and also give another

supply of mealworms, etc.) lam bound to supply it

for the Varied Lorikeets. I could not put up with

these birds in a cage, as it was almost impossible to

keep them clean in the time at my disposal. I find

the Tanagers and most of the soft-bills take of it

fairly freely. Prepared asunder, it will keep fresh for

twenty-four hours in the hottest weather. Take two

Osborne biscuits, two teaspoonsful of moist sugar, and

a teacupful of milk, boil the whole up together, and

when cool supply to the birds. I have never yet

found this to go sour and it is put in the aviary one

morning and not removed till the next.

I had better add here, that as regards birds kept

in smaller enclosures (I keep nothing in a smaller

space than 2j ft. by i J ft. by 3 ft. high), I add to the

insectile mixture already described a greater pro-

portion of sponge cake, ground biscuit, or potato, also

limiting the supply of live insects to a given quantity,

on the other hand ripe fruit is supplied ad lib.
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I must further add that all my birds, however

kept, get a continuous supply of gritty sand, crushed

egg shell, mortar rubbish, and cuttlefish ; and till this

season (in the early part of which I was confined to my
room) I have not had a case of egg binding among

my birds for seven years.

Acclimatisation op Birds.

My methods are, I fear, very rough and ready
;

but some care is absolutely necessary with new

purchases of freshly imported birds ; to turn such out

of doors immediately, even in hot weather, after what

they have been through during the voyage to this

country, their stay in the dealer's shop and a probably

long railway journey, is to invite 70 to 80 % of losses.

All birds should be kept in cages for a day at least,

to recover from the journey, and so have a supply

of food ready to hand. Newly imported birds should

be isolated for several weeks, and though they must

not be kept in either a dull aspect or vitiated

atmosphere, yet they should not be subjected to

cool winds or draught; their cage should be of the

box type, and all food vessels placed in such a position,

that they cajinot get fouled \ cages should have a daily

clean, and grit and water be given sparingly at first,

but after the first couple of days they can have a con-

tinuous supply. With the delicate Finches and Wax-

bills (by delicate, I mean such species as arrive in this

country in a tainted and exhausted condition), a supply

of green fly and other plant bugs, and living ants'

cocoons, will save many that would otherwise be lost.

Birds coming to hand in the winter, I consider best

kept in a room where a little artificial heat is available

during severe weather; but, I repeat again, not in a
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vitiated atmosphere, they must \\2ivefresh air without

draught. To sum up, do not coddle, at the same time

guard against draught; keep cages and food vessels

strictly clean, supply wholesome and nourishing food

according to the species ; let your quarantine cages*

be roomy and of the box type, with perches, etc.,

arranged so as to leave room for exercise. By the

above " rough and ready" method I usually succeed in

saving the bulk of my purchases, but I must freely con-

fess that Cordon Bleus and Fire Finches I have never

kept, not considering it right in the face of the azvful

mortality that occurs under the present conditions of

importation.
[To be continued).

Z\)c (Brceu Sinoino jfincb.
(Serinns icterus).

By AvicuvruRiST.

This beautiful Southern and Western African bird

greatly resembles our English Siskin in colour, size,

and activity ; but is more slimly built, and is fully as

active and entertaining among the branches as our

native Tits. A description would be superfluous—it

being well known—therefore will simply say, for the

benefit of any unacquainted with this charming Serin,

that it is a bright yellow bird, variegated with olive

green and lined with black.

The\' are very attractive and pleasing, both in

colour and deportment, readily become tame, but are

g2iar?-elsonie in a viixed collection put tip for breedhig ;

with a mixed assortment of Finches kept simply for

* Spare cages should be ou hand, and after a death the cage in question

should be scalded out and distempered before using again.
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show and not for breeding, a single specimen may be

kept without much risk providing there is plenty of

space. They are quite hardy, in spite of what some

writers have stated " that the least frost would be

fatal "
; mine have been out doors all the year round

for three years, in a small portable aviary, which is but

little more than a large box cage, with waterproof gable

top; they are never covered up at night, not in the

severest weather, and they show by their demeanour in

the midst of them, that our winter frosts, wet and fog

do not inconvenience them in the least.

There is no apparent sexual difference, the hen

being perhai:)s a shade smaller and a trifle duller in

colour, but this distinction would only hold good, when
the birds were of the same age. For instance, an old

hen would be as large and as brilliant as a young cock,

in spite of this there is but little difficulty in sexing

up, as the male sings almost incessantly and the hen

but seldom. One writer states that the hen has a

white spot on the chin—this I cannot say—my hen

has no such mark, but in making this comment I must
state that I have had but one pair.

Its nest is usually found in a bush, seldom more
than 3 feet from the ground, it is built of grass and

lined with softer materials ; usually four eggs are laid

—yellowish white, more or less spotted with buff.

Incubation lasts twelve or thirteen days. The young
are covered with whitish down and leave the nest when
about three weeks old. The nesting time is from

September to January, hence the comparative failure

to breed this Serin by the bulk of English aviculturists.

One writer states that they readily breed, and
ought to be called love birds because of their affection



2l6

one for the other—with this I cannot agree. I believe

that in Great Britain there are not more than a dozen

fully recorded instances of the actnal rearing of 3'oung,

though its Grey relative with some avicultnrists rears

its young freely. Though kept together all the year

round (and in separate pairs also), there appears to be

neither intercourse or affection (rather the reverse)

between the sexes, except during the period of nidi-

fication ; they also re-pair each season, the hen alone

incubates, she comes off for a few minutes only in the

morning (the eggs meanwhile being left uncovered)

during the remainder of the day the cock feeds her

on the nest.

Though always in the pink of condition, they

never attempted to build with me till August 1905. I

have never seen the cock make play to the hen, as

nearly all species of birds do, but rather seems to

make himself disagreeable ; he hisses vigorously and

apparently swears considerably at his wife. Just be-

fore they commenced building I really became alarmed,

for they went at it " hammer and tongs "
; the hen had

patches of feathers pulled out and was bleeding in

several places on the head, she went crouching any-

where she could to get away from the violence and

persecution of her husband ; for more than a week

this went on, till I began to fear I should have to

separate them, though I was quite certain they were a

pair; but it was only nature, for all at once it ceased

—

there was a calm. The hen began to build in a Ger-

man travelling cage, first covering the bottom with

tufts of grass, dried chickweed, &c., as a base, and then

at one end reared a substantial cup-shaped nest of fine

hay, as circular as if it had been turned in a lathe

—
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about 5in. outside diameter by 2jin. inside and quite

2|-in. deep—the hen being scarcely visible while sit-

ting. She sat closely on four eggs from Sept. 4th to

22nd and then gave up, so I cannot record actual

success.

Food : Canary and white millet with flowering

grasses, groundsel, grit, &c., with a few ants' cocoons

and a little soft food as a change, whicli with a bath

daily will keep them in a perfect state of health. When
they have young a branch covered with aphides will be

much appreciated and help greatly toward the success-

ful rearing of the young.

It would thus appear that in violence of courtship

and separation of sexes (for even if caged together,

they simph^ will have nothing to do one with the

other, excepting during the breeding season) they

resemble our ChafSnch.

I must also charge them with egg eating, as the

aforementioned eggs disappeared, and it was impos-

sible for mice to get into their aviary, though I did not

catch them ac^o flagranto.

Hybrids have been produced with the Canary and

its Grey coated relative.

They are enduring, the male has a sweet and

fairly sustained song; their movements among the

branches are active and interesting, and even with

more than the disadvantages enumerated above, are

worth a place in ever}^ bird room, where they will be a

source of pleasure and interest to their owner.
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(TorresponDence.

NESTING OF VIRGINIAN CARDINALvS.

Sir,— I note Mr. Tescliemakei in bis iiiteresliiig " Nesting

Notes" in April issue, relates the doings of a pair of Virginian

Cardinals. Possibly my experience with a pair may be of

interest. jNIy pair are in an aviary 66 feet by 15 feet, and in

spite of this I have not had much luck with them, the majority

suffer from cramp. About three years ago I suceedied in

rearing three, but lost two with changing their seed ; at that

time this part of the country was over-rnn with Daddy-long-

legs ; the old birds used to feed their young on sunflower seed,

but this is difficult for the young to crack, so I changed them

on to canary, millet and insects.

During the period I have kept them I have gleaned the

following facts: if the parents are good feeders, the}- leave

the nest on the 9th or loth day, they are then well-feaihered

and able to hop about on the branches. When they are four

or five weeks old, the hen mostly commences to nest again,

the cock feeding the young for the next fourteen days, when

the second brood will be hatched ; the young must now be

removed to another enclosure, and if you wish tlie second

brood to fare well, they should be out of siglit of the old

birds. It is at this point when the cock should take up the

feeding, that I have lost the young; excepting the case

aforementioned he has niostl}' left them to starve. As soon as

the young were hatched I supplied mealworms in abundance

(a pint in fourteen days), also beetles, daddy-longlegs, wasps,

maggots, etc., with the usual seeds and soft food.

It will probably interest members to know I have had

five Cardinal Hybrids, i.e. Virginian X Grey Car<iinals. The

last one died when seven weeks old.

Un Oisk.'^U.
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jeoitonal.

The Bronze-wing x Magpie Manniliin Hybrici: This

bird, which I briefly noted in our last issue, is now in almost

mature plumage, and from being a plain brown bird, it now

]night easily be taken for a small specimen of the Magpie

Mannikin (also known as the Pied Grassfinch). This change

has not been brought about "by a moult, for the bird has not

shed a feather, but by a growth of colour in the feathers. It

was most interesting to watch this change, the under surface

growing, at first almost imperceptably lighter, and the upper

surface correspondingly darker. The whole of the head and

neck are glossy black, and the under surface is white slightly

stained with buff; upper surface, dark umber-brown ; the bar-

rings on the rump of Bronze-wing are so far not present in the

hybrid, and the side barrings are a compromise of those of its

parents. It has the Bronze-wing's tail as to form and colour,

and there are several points to remind one of the Bronze-wing,

though it decidedh', at a first glance, looks like a small Magpie

Mannikin.

Ttie Birds at Toddington Manor: vSpending a weekend
at Bedford last month, I took advantage of the opportunity to

call and see Mrs. Warren Vernon's birds. My visit (owing to

the train service) was but a short one, so am unable to give as

full a review as the case merits. Here was another case of

birds in cages (these had been made to Mrs. Vernon's own
design, and were very complete, roomy, and in every way
admirable), being happ}^ and in good condition, this was ver}'

evident from their demeanour. In one were four Tanagers, viz.,

Blue, Scarlet, Superb, and Tricolor, all (j 's and in finest condi-

tion. In other cages were Chinese Dyal Birds and Indian

Shamah, though moulting, apparently healthy and in good

condition. I noticed in other cages what interested me per-

haps more than all, a Wood Warbler and a Stonechat, both

young males of the year, almost in mature plumage, very tame

and in exquisite condition, not a feather appearing out of place.

I also noticed five young Bullfinches, birds of the year and

showing the adult plumage. In another large flight cage were

six pairs of Zebra Waxbills, two Willow Warblers (interesting
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little fellows, apparently very fit and happy), Pileated I'incb,

Black-faced Serin, and another vSerin, in too poor plnniap^e to

determine the species. All these cages were arranged in a lofty

conservatory, and embowered as they were in greener\' and

floral display, the appearance of the birds was much enhanced;

the aviary-cage of Tanagers especially looking very fine amidst

such environment.

The Bird Room : Mrs. Vernon has already described this

ill our pages, so it simply remains for me to note, that it

answers its purpose perfectly well, and its arrangements, though

ver\' simple, are yet fully comprehensive ; one point is worthy of

note, that is, the window covered with wire netting on the in-

side, had another covering of string netting in front of same,

of course with a space between, making it almost impossible

for the wildest bird to injure itself. Flying loose were: Taha,

Madagascar, and Grenadier Weavers, Pintail Whydah (a very

fine and also pugnacious fellow). Cutthroats, Liothrix, Scarlet-

cheeked Bulbuls, Red-headed Finch, Brown-throated Cardinal,

Cape Sparrows, White Java Sparrows, etc., all in very fine con-

dition.

The WaxbiixS' Aviary: This was out of doors, and of

course to me was the })ick of the lot ; its diminutive in-

liabitants evidently revelling in hygienic surroundings and a

Southern situation. Here were two pairs Zebra Waxbills, one

pair Green and two pairs Common Avadavats, two pairs Cordon

Bleus and one pair each Pintail Nonpariels, Diamond vSparrows,

and Green Singing Finches. From their appearance, the un-

speakable weather of this year had troubled them but little.

The branches at back of aviary, had long straw fastened to

them, making splendid shelter for the birds ; among these were

quite a number of spherical nests, with entrance hole facing

the light, constructed of hay, grass, etc., and snugly lined with,

feathers; one of these contained a brood of Green Avadavats*

fully fledged, these I learn later are feuding for themselves, and

alreadj' beginning to show adult plumage. On the ground,

among the growing grass, right against front of aviary, was a

really cunning nest*, built by the Zebra Waxbills, and, just on

* See plates.
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going to press, I learn that it contains a brood of four callow

young, which are lusty and doing well ; also that three young

Cordon Bleus are now on the wing and doing well ; these results

speak well for the arrangement and construction of the aviary,

which is not unduly large
;
yet the birds appeared but little per-

turbed by the presence of three persons inside, examining their

domestic arrangements. In conclusion I must just note a

very tame specimen of the Brown Owl, which had been taken

in the grounds, I think, this year. It permitted us to handle

it and appeared to enjoy having its poll scratched as much as a

parrot. I pass by the Nightjar as Mrs. Vernon is describing it

in this issue, though she does not do justice to her interesting

and unique pet. Mrs. Vernon is very fortunate iv. having

an almost unlimited supply of live insects for the catching, in

her extensive grounds.

Cutthroat x Red-head Finch Hybrid : About the mid-

dle of 1906 I bought a pair of Red-headed Finches {A7>iadiiia

erythrocephala), the}' did well but got no further than several

clutches of eggs. In July of this year the c? died with a tumour

over the eye, I soon noticed a batclielor Cutthroat making
advances to the widow. I observed nothing further, save that

tliey were seldom to be seen about together ; about a fortnight

ago I heard young calling for food, but could not fully locate

them till this morning (Sept. 28), when I discovered that I have

at any rate one, if not two, young hybrids of this cross ; the one

I saw is fully fledged and larger than its male parent. I was

much interested, when lifting the lid of the box to see a gaping

mouth, the interior of which was marked with a pattern

exactl\' like wire netting, this pattern was marked in thick

lines of pale yellowish white, the spaces between the lines

being dull greyish pink. I have endeavoured to figure the bird's

mouth from memory in the accompanying diagram,

but have not succeeded very well, the pattern

in sketch is certainly not so strikingly or clearl}-

defined as I saw it, the pale line appearing

almost luminous in the darkish interior of the

nest box. Its plumage resembles that of the

Cutthroat, but as no red is yet to be seen, it is apparently a % ,
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as the young s Cutthroat has the red throat baud wheu it

leaves the nest. In size it is as fully as large as the Red-headed

Finch.

Virginian x Grey Cardinal Hybrid: in response to my
request for details, I have been able to glean the following

facts. The Grey Cardinal -w&s the survivor of a pair which

occupied the same enclosure as a pair of Virginians, one of

each pair died, and shortly afterwards the Grey was seen carry-

ing hairs about ; after observation a nest was discovered iu an

oval shaped basket, constructed with fine roots and lined with

horse hairs; three eggs were laid and incubated for 14 days, all

three were duly hatched, l)ut owing to a shortage of live

insects the young all died. This year she built in a holly bush

and laid three eggs, which were all clear; she then built iu the

basket again and two young were duly hatched, one died when
three days old, the other left the nest when about two weeks

old, being then rather weak on its legs; its beak also appeared

to be deformed, the upper mandible being shorter than the

lower, and it had great difficulty in picking up its food ; after

the old birds left ofif feeding, it did not get sufficient nourish-

ment, though it lingered on till it was seven weeks old. Un-

fortunately it was not preserved ; its plumage resembled that

of the young Virginians, but was darker on the upper surface

and the shape of its head and crest resembled that of the Gre\'.

Unfortunately the experiment cannot be repeated as the Grey

was drowned in a watering can, half full of water, inadvertentlj'

left in the aviarj'. The cross was an interesting occurrence,

though the young hybrid had but a short life. Several in-

stances have come to my knowledge of young being hatched

from Gre}' x Pope Cardinals but the young did not leave the

nest alive ; a similar pairing in my own aviarj' has so far not

even resulted iu eggs.

Some Notes on American Birds.

Compiled from "Bird Lore," the official organ of the Audubon Societies of

Atnerica.

The Rose-breasted Grosbeak {Hedymeles ludovicians).

This really fine bird is unsurpassed by few tropical birds in

brilliancy of colour, and nearly all writers agree as to its power
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of song', and that among American birds it must be placed in

the front rank of feathered vocalists. The upper surface of the

adult male is glossy black, variegated with pure white; the

under surface, throat and neck being black ; breast, rich rosy

carnnne, remainder of lower surface, white. The adult female

is greenish-brown above, variegated with white ; ])elow : throat,

abdomen, and ventral region, whitish buff; breast and sides of

body, light buff, the breast strongly washed with yellow, both

the breast and sides are regularly striated with dark brown. It

is a migrant, wintering in the West Indies, Mexico, Central,

and Northern South America. It arrives early in Maj' and

departs with the fall of the leaf. Its food appears to be largely

beetles, etc., and it has a large economic value, being one of the

few birds that have a liking for the destructive Colorado potato-

beetle. The nest is an open cup -shaped structure; clutch

mostly four; colour of eggs, pale green, thickly speckled with

brown. These notes cannot be complete without quoting

Audubon's graphic account of the song.
" One year, in the month of August, I was trudging along the shores of

" the Mohawk River, when night overtook me. I resolved to camp where
" I was. My little fire was soon liglited under a rock, and spreading out

"my scanty stock of provisions, I reclined on my grassy couch. The
"thoughts of my worldly mission came to my mind, and having thanked

"the Creator for his never-failing mercy, I closed my eyes and was pass-

"iiig away into the world of dreaming existence, when suddenly there

"burst on my soul the serenade of the Rose-breasted bird, so rich, so

"mellow, so loud in the stillne-ss of the night, that sleep iied from mj- eye-

"lids. Never did I enjoy music more : it thrilled through my heart, and

"surrounded me with an atmosphere of bliss. One might easily imagine

"that even the Owl, charmed by such delightful music, remained rever-

"eutly silent. Long after the sounds ceased did I enjoy them, and when
"all had again become still, I stretched out my wearied limbs, and gave

"myself up to the luxury of repose."

SoMK Thrushes of North America : J. Dwight fittingly

describes them as:

"dainty of plumage and musical of voice" and as being "the most

"delightful members of the great bird population that spreads North-

"ward over the Continent in Spring, to retreat far Southward again in

"Autumn, before the snow and ice of a northern winter."

Five specimens common to the North American Continent,

or portions of it, viz. : The Wood Thrush [Hylocichla mustelina),

Wilson's {H. fnscescens), Hermit (//. gniiata), Olive- backed
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(H. iistitlaia), Grey-cheeked {H. alicicr). These liinls in English

iioinenclatnre are all gronped nnder the genus Turdus.

J. Dwight fittingly describes them as a whole as follows:

"In plumage the Thrushes are different shades of brown, the breast

" and underparts white with duskj' spotting: and often suffused witli

"buffs and grays. They moult but once in the year, but, as they dwell

"mostly in shaded seclusion, thej' do not fade as much as might be

" expected in the course of a twelvemonth."

The Wood Thrush. Several specimens of this are now
to be seen at the London Zoo in the Western Aviary. They

may be roughly described as follows: Upper surface, tawuy-

browu ; lower surface, white, heavil}- spotted with black. It is

much larger than Wilson's Thrush, a specimen of which is in

the same aviary. Its range is Eastern North America.

Wilson's Thrush. This is much smaller than the Wood
Thrush, less tawu}', and the spots of the under surface are

neither so large or dark in colour; nevertheless, it is a very

beautiful species. The species ranges farther South than the

preceding. It is also known as the Veery, so called from its

song, which is said to be somewhat monotonous, though con-

sisting of "sweet repetition of metallic whistled notes."

OrjVK-B.A.CKED Thrushes, also known as Russet-backed,

area grouping three species : ustnlala, szcainsoni, and ahnonce.

Varying but little one from the other. They are sweet singers

and the quiet of evening is the time usually chosen for the

pouring forth of their melod\-.

The Hermit Thrushes are a group of four species,

guttata, pallasi, auduboJii and nana : ranging along the :\Iaine

and Californian coasts and over Alleghanies and Southern

Rocky Mountains to an altitude of Sooo feet. It is more slug-

gish both as to movements and utterance of song than the

Olive-backs.

"The Hermit Thrush bears the palm as the most gifted songster of

" North America, and his sweet, measured notes poured forth in many

"stanzas of different key.s have been the theme of poetic writers "

The Grey-cheeked Thrush {Halicice). This species is

found in the most inhospitable Northern regions of the Con-

tinent, even building its nest in the stunted birches, willows,

etc., that fringe the Arctic Ocean. In size and plumage it

closelv resembles the Olive-backed, but the browns of its upper
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surface have a greenish hue. Its soug is said to resemble that

of the Hermit Thrush. This species should be specially sui-

table for outdoor treatnieut in this couutry, Ijut are almost

impossible to procure, owing to the U. S. prohibiting the im-

portation of their avifauiia.

The eggs of the Wood, Wilson's, and Hermit Thrushes are

plain blue, those of the Olive-backed and Grey-checked being

also blue, but spotted with brown.

At the present time specimens of the Wood and Wilson's

Thrushes are on view at the London Zoo, which have reall}'

called forth these notes, and the descriptions herein are from

these living birds.

Anyone having acquaintance with Captains of vessels

visiting these ports, or friends living in Canada, California or

Mexico, should not fail to make an effort to procure some of

these reallj- fine songsters. I have heard of several other

species being thus obtained from prohibited regions.

Breeding CePtifieates: The Awards Committee have

awarded certificates for the breeding, for the first time in this

country, of the undermentioned species and hybrids :
—

Yellow-rumped Serin (Serinus angolensis)

.

Mr. W. E. Teschemaker.
Virginian x Grey Cardinal Hybrid. Mr. J. HUME.
Bronze-wing x Magpie Maunikin Hybrid. Mr. W. T. Page.

If any member knows of any previous occurrence of these

birds being reared before in this countr}' will they kindlj' send

particulars to the Hon. Editorial vSecretary.

Eppatum : Re Article on Yellow-winged Sugar Bird, page

163, line 7, read brightest eyes and daintiest legs and feet—line

13, for large read cage. Notes on my Aviaries and Parrakeets,

page 170, line 7, for absolute read abortive. Page 195, line 9

from Ijottom, for sulphur-crested read Siilphur-breasted.

LITERARY NOTE.—The Caxton Publishing: Co. announce the issue of

"Birds of Great Britain and Ireland (Order Passeres) " by A. G. Butler,

Ph.D., F.L.S., etc. It will contain coloured figures of every Passerine bird

and their eggs included as British, from designs by Messrs. H. Gronvold and

F. W. Frohawk. The work will also deal fully with the treatment of the

birds in captivity. It will be issued in two Vols, half-calf, gilt top, at 84/-

per Vol. From a perusal of the Prospectus it would appear that this work
will be fully comprehensive and most sumptuously got up; it should cer-

tainlj' meet with a large demand. Prospectus from The Caxtou Publishing

Co., Clun House, Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C.
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post riDortem IReports.
{l/tde Rules).

Mrs. Miller, 27, Belgrave Road, S.W. Answered by post.

Colour-fed Hen Canary (Frank Howe, Wellingborough).

Death was due to acute septic fever. Probably you will

lose some more. At present the mortality from this disease

is very great. In my own case I have lost one batch of

60 expensive birds which showed the disease in the form of

small yellowish foci in the liver and spleen, the latter organ

being completely disorganised. In these foci almost pure

sultures of a small bacillus were found. It is a very

contagious disease and has spread to all classes of birds

(British and foreign) insectivorous, frugivorous, and semi-

nivorous. Egg-food has played no part in it. It was in-

troduced by foreign insectivorous birds. The period of

incubation is doubtful. Although the disease must have

been in existence in the bird's sj'stem for some time judging

by the post mortem lesions, very few or no symptoms were

observed until the day before or on the day of death.

Lavender Finch (Mrs. Mellor, Fairlawn, Lytham, Lanes.)

Cause of death, enteritis, due to climatic changes and pro-

bably latent infection. See remarks on Avian Cholera in

Sept. issue. These birds are very fond of the ordinary

insect food, and should have it always by them.

Hen Plumed Mountain Quail (F. C. Thorpe, Havenside,

Hull). Cause of death, infectious enteritis.

Hen Parrot Finch (M. C. Hawke, Wighill Park, Tadcaster).

Cause of death, pneumonia. The bird had not finished its

moult, and this, together with incubating eggs acted as a

great predisposing factor in the causation of its malady.

Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S.
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Some parraJ^ects 3 have licpt.

By T. N. W1T.SON. M.A.

When I travel, " Ship me somewhere East of

Suez "
; not for any of the reasons given by Kipling's

Tommy Atkins, but because " East is East, and West

is West," and, to my Western mind, the East is more

interesting than the Weston account of its utter differ-

ence to my usual surroundings.

For the same reason Parrakeets have always been

especially interesting to me; they are so utterly

different to our native birds. Budgerigars, Turquoi-

sines, Blue-winged, Grey-headed and Red-faced Love-

birds, Red and Mealy Rosellas, Pennants, Cockatiels,

Redrumps, Many-Colours,Yellow Collars,Blue Bonnets

and Browns are amongst those which have inhabited

my aviaries from time to timc; I look back with

regret on the days when I gave 25/- a pair for Budgeri-

gars. If that price were still obtainable. Budgerigars

would pay far better than Poultry, which indeed I

think they can be made to do, even now although

selling at a fifth of the price formerly obtainable. At
that time Turquoisines were not much more expensive

than Budgerigars. I have not seen one for more than

fifteen years and a dealer told me recently that if any
were imported he could get ;^2o a pair. What has

happened to them? Are they following in the wake
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of the Dodo or has the march of civilization driven

them from their old and accessible haunts ?

With Rosellas I have not been fortunate. Al-

though several nests full of young have been hatched,

none have attained even the modest age of six months.

At the beginning of this year I had two pairs of Red
Rosellas in the same aviary. The stronger of the two

cocks monopolized both hens and chased the other

cock incessantly. I therefore transferred one pair to

another aviary in which was a solitary Yellow Collar

sold to me as a cock. Soon I noticed the cock Rosella

feeding not only his lawful wife but the Yellow Collar

as well. The hen Rosella took possession of a nest-

box, the Yellow Collar of another and both commenced

laying. Alas for that "cock" Yellow Collar! The

Rosella laid six eggs and began to sit, but the Yellow

Collar broke her eggs through dropping them on the

aviary floor. One morning there was disaster. All

the Rosellas' eggs were found broken in the nest and

I can only conclude that the Yellow Collar was the

culprit. The Rosella soon laid again, but died egg-

bound with the third egg. The Yellow Collar had at

last managed to deposit two eggs in her nest-box on

which she sat for a week ; she then deserted them and

on breaking them I found one fertile and the other

clear. The other pair of Rosellas hatched three

young, of which one only left the nest, and this bird

died three weeks later.

I have described some of my experiences with

Pennants in a previous article in Bird Notes (see page

251 of the 1905-6 Vol.) In 1905 the same pair reared

three more young, which are now in a lady's aviary in

the New Forest and doing well.
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In April 1899 I purchased a pair of Cockatiels

which raised a numerous progeny 3^ear after year for

several 5^ears, when the hen ceased to lay for two years

in succession. I therefore obtained another hen to-

wards the end of 1905 and mated her to the old cock.

They produced eleven young last year and eight this,

so the old cock does not owe me much for his keep.

My Cockatiels have been the best of parents and have

always reared all the young hatched.

I think that the wet summer we have experienced

has been very unfavourable to young birds, and for

the first time for the last seven or eight years I have

no young Redrumps. The single pair I now possess

went to nest as usual and hatched three young, but

only one left the nest and this bird—a cock—died

shortly after, having been weakly from the first. In

previous years I have always reared from three to a

dozen Redrumps each year as the progeny of two or

three breeding pairs flying together iu the same aviary.

Redrumps are great favourites of mine. They are

said to be quarrelsome, but I have never found them

interfere with other Parrakeets, although at the com-

mencement of the breeding season, before the hens

settle down to the serious work of incubation, the cocks

squabble amongst themselves, but never with any

serious results. For quarrelsomeness and real love

of fighting Blue Bonnets " take the cake," and I wotild

not now place these birds in the same aviary with any

others however large. Peace may reign for a while,

but sooner or later some bird will be found dead or

mangled, as the result of a sudden access of murderotis

frenzy on the part of a Blue Bonnet. My first Blue

Bonnet—the survivor of a pair bought from a dealer

—



230

lived in a large, aviary in company with Rosalias and

Pennants, and all went well for a time ; but one morn-

ing my coachman, who helps me in my aviaries, came

to me in haste, saying " Them Rosellas and that there

Blue Bonnet are fighting something awful." I rushed

down to find the hen Rosella literally scalped and

lying exhausted in a corner of the aviary, while the

Blue Bonnet was making a great noise on a branch

close by, bobbing its silly head up and down and about

to complete its murderous work, but I promptly in-

terfered and transferred it elsewhere. Subsequently I

bought a pair of these birds, but kept them in an

aviary by themselves. Even then the cock tried to

fight any bird which alighted on the wire partitions

between its aviary and those on either side, and there

were many skirmishes and much noise, until my
Brown's on the one side and Pennants and Yellow

Collars on the other learnt that their toes might be

severely hurt if the}^ went within reach of the Blue

Bonnets. A new Parrakeet in an adjoining aviary was

always greeted with screams of defiance, much bob-

bing of heads and spreading of tails.

My Brown's Parrakeets have been in my possession

since 1903, and have a large aviary to themselves,

supplied with nest boxes, but no eggs have been laid

and the two birds have shown no signs of pairing.

The larger and brighter-coloured of the two, which I

believe to be the cock, spends much of his time, in the

spring of each year, in one or other of the nest-boxes,

and varies the performance by chasing the other about

the aviary, but the lady—if lady she be—does not res-

pond to his rather savage advances, and darts away as

he darts after her. They are exceedingly handsome
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birds and seem quite hardy. I give them Canary, white

millet, oats and hemp, of which their favourite is canary.

They care less for green food than any other Parra-

keets I have kept, and the growing grass in the outer

part of their enclosure has not disappeared as in my
other Parrakeet aviaries.

Brief 1Rotc5 on Bulbuls.

By E. Wir,i<iAM Harper, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.

Our worthy Editor has asked me to write some-

thing about the wild life of birds I have met with iu

the tropics ; and I really hardly know where to begin

—any more than I should do if requested to write

about British birds. However, I have decided to con-

fine my remarks to a favourite Eastern subfamily,

namely the BrachypodincB, or Bulbuls. It is a large

one, containing upwards of fifty species—not includ-

ing the so-called " Green Bulbuls" or Chloropses, for

which Dr. Butler's name of "fruitsucker" is eminently

suited.

Bulbuls are confined to the Old World, and the

sexes are alike in colour. They have a very short

tarsus or " leg," which does not exceed the length of

the middle toe and claw together. Most of them are

crested, and nearly all have hairs springing from the

nape of the neck. They are largely fruit-eaters ; and

in pursuit of this food will often hover in the air over

a bunch of berries. Their song, though not generally

sustained, is pleasing, being full of loud liquid notes.

One, the Persian White-eared Bulbul (Molpastes leiico-

/z^) is the famous traditional Eastern "Nightingale,"

Some of the Bulbuls are very pugnacious : the Bengal
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—"kala" means black—being often kept for fighting

purposes by the natives. The bird is tied by a string,

about a yard in length, to a T-shaped perch, upon the

horizontal part of which it sits. Cloth is wrapped

round the perch to save the bird's feet, the owner of

the bird using the end of the verticle portion as a

handle. In Calcutta, one may often meet a native in

the streets, carrying his favourite Bulbul in this wa)'.

I will just select two species of Bulbuls, with

whose nesting habits I am acquainted, namely, the

White-cheeketi (/J/, leucogeiiys) and the Bengal Red-

whiskered {Otoco7npsa etneria). The White-cheeked

Bulbul is found in the Himala3'as up to 7,000 feet, and

extends into Afghanistan and Kashmir. In the latter

country I found it very plentiful ; in fact it was not

only one of the commonest birds, but also the most

confiding. It entered the verandahs and rooms of

bungalows, almost taking the place of Sparrows. On
the river Jhelum at Srinagar, the capital of Kashmir,

it was continually to be seen peiched upon the house-

boats ; which are so largely resorted to by Europeans

from the plains of India during the hot weather. I

found a nest of this species in a poplar tree about 12

feet from the ground at Baramullah (literall}'^ "twelve

priests") in Kashmir. It was a loosely-made structure

composed of grasses, containing three hard-set eggs,

reddish-white, marked with red. The nest and eggs

are now in the Museum of the Bombay Natural

History Society. The White-cheeked Bulbul is a

soberly-clad bird : its upper plumage is earthy brown,

abdomen whitish, and lower tail-coverts yellow. Its

chief charm lies in its long pointed crest, which pro-
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jects forward over the nostrils, but quite clear of them.

Unfortunately, this charming bird—though so common
in its own country— is very seldom imported ; which

accounts for the fact that it does not appear in the last

List ofAnimals at the London Zoo between the years

1883 and 1895, although it has been on exhibition

there previously.

The Bengal Red-whiskered Bulbul also has a long

pointed crest like the species just considered ; but its

greatest attraction is a tuft of crimson feathers spring-

ing from beneath bolh eyelids. The upper plumage

is earthy brown ; head, black ; cheeks and abdomen,

white ; under tail-coverts, crimson. This bird is

found in the Himalayas, but also extends over the

greater part of the plains of India. I have seen it in

Burma and in the Malay Peninsula ; and it is found

as far East as China. To show how birds get taken to

all parts of the world, I saw a pair of Red-whiskered

Bulbuls in South America last year, which had just

arrived on a cooly-ship from Calcutta. Though con-

fined in a small cage measuring less than a cubic foot,

and in spite of the fact that the voyage had lasted

about three months, the birds were in perfect condition.

Does not this speak volumes for the hardiness of Bul-

buls? This pair were quite innocently described as

" Nightingales," and the price asked was £^. At

Lucknow, a pair of these birds nested in my garden

in a small bush about three feet from the ground,

within five yards of my bungalow. Three pinkish-

white eggs were laid in a rather flimsy nest of twigs,

and two young were hatched and reared. My bed

was carried outside at night (which is the custom on

the plains of India in the hot weather, until the mon-
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soon breaks), and as it was placed quite near the nest, I

liad ample opportunity of watching the birds feeding

their young in the early morning. The latter are

without the crimson eye-tufts.

When looking over the aviaries at Toddington

Manor a few weeks ago—through the kindness of our

member, Mrs. Warren Vernon—I saw a fine pair of

these beautiful birds fijnng in a large bird-room quite

harmoniously with a number of smaller birds. All the

Bulbuls can be easily kept in confinement upon any

good insectivorous food with plenty of ripe fruit. They

are also fond of milk. A child I knew in Calcutta who

kept several tame Bulbuls used to ofier them milk

every evening in a tea-spoon, from which they drank

with great relish.

IRcstino of Serimis anoolcnsis.

The Yellow-rumped Serin.

By W. E. TeschemakER, B.A.

The subject of the following notes is one of those

charming little songsters of the Serin family with

which our South African Colonies are so well

endowed. Its range is somewhat extensive, but it

appears to be especially plentiful in the Brandfort,

Kroonstadt, and Pretoria districts.

Mr. A. H. Evans in a paper contributed to the

" Ibis" (Vol. VI. No. 22) mentions having met with it

in September, 1905, on kopjes in the Magaliesberg

range. Locally it appears to be called the " Black-

throated Seedeater"—apparently on the liiais a non

lucendo principle, for its throat is certainly not black

nor even blackish. In size and general appearance it
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closely resembles the well known Grey Singing Finch

but differs from the latter in having some dark brown

markings on the throat and a bright yellow rump.

Hence it is more aptly and usually called in this

•country the " Yellow-rumped Serin."

This species seems to be only occasionally im-

ported and then only in small numbers. The first

I ever saw in private hands were brought over by

a member of the Avicultural Society in the summer of

1905, and I was glad of an opportunity of adding them

to my small collection.

With just one exception they reached me in very

nice condition and proved to be two males and five

females. After spending the autumn indoors they

were turned out last January—one pair in a very small

covered aviary, kept fairly warm by hot-water pipes,

which I recentlj' constructed (and which, I may re-

mark, has proved a total failure as far as breeding is

concerned), and the remainder in an open out-door

aviary.

As a rule the South African Serins commonly

imported into this country seem to accommodate them-

selves to our seasons and to choose our summer for

their nesting operations, but Serijius angolensis appears

to be an exception, for those I turned out at once

paired and began to look for nesting site.

The pair in the covered aviary began to sit on the

6th February in a nest-box hanging on the wall and

another pair in the out-door aviary only a day or two

later also in a nest box. Here again one may observe

some divergence from the ordinary habits of the

Serins. I have had nests of the Grey Singing Finch,

Green Singing Finch, Grey-necked Serin, and Sul-
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pliury Seedeater and one and all have been open nests

in shrubs or fruit trees, but the four nests of Serinus

a7igole7isis I have seen this spring have all been built

in nest boxes.

The eggs—usually three in number—seem to vary

considerably in colour. One clutch had a bluish

ground and was quite devoid of spots ; other eggs

were bluish with brown spots, and others again cream

coloured with faint brown spots. Of course Serins'

eggs have usually black spots. Mr. Haagner describes

the eggs of Serinics canicollis as spotted with brown,

but this cannot always be the case as the two clutches

laid in my aviary have both had black spots.

The little aviary I have above alluded to was

designed to maintain a temperature of 65 degrees and,

although it did not quite fulfil my expectations in this

respect, still it proved a delightfully warm snuggery to

sit and read in on a cold winter's day so that I had

every opportunity of watching the birds while

nesting. The hen took upon herself almost the entire

duty of incubation, the male only taking her place

when she came off to feed. During the whole time

she was sitting, he used to pour forth a flood of

melody and his ringing silvery notes— closely re-

sembling those of the Grey Singing Finch, but more

varied and not so shrill—were almost too strenuous in

so small a space as twelve feet by six. The song

frequently introduces the call note which latter is a dis-

syllable and may be rendered " sit-ye.'^

Both birds were most charmingly tame as may be

judged from the fact that when one day, during

the time they were building, I had to make some

alterations to a glazed light in the roof only some two
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or three feet from their nest box, they continued the

construction of their nest with absolute unconcern and

several times alighted on my shoulders.

Two young were hatched and most carefully fed

by the parents but, alas, they only survived a very

few days.

Meantime one of the hens in the adjoining out-

door aviary had been sitting very steadily and also

hatched two young. The poor thing had a very bad

time of it for, whenever she left the nest, the other

two hens—no doubt envious of her success—used to

make a combined attack upon her, driving her about

unmercifully.

These two jealous spinsters succeeded in entering

the nest box one day and killed one of the young, but

the remaining one grew apace. Its parents iised to

spend hours in catching midges for it and I used to

supplement this diet by placing mealworms in the

nest box which the hen at once passed on to the

youngster. This hen also was wonderfully tame. If

one wished to examine the young bird she had to be

prized off the nest with a stick.

The youngster was lighter in colour than the

adults but had more spots. Curiously enough he

showed the bright yellow rump in his very fiirst nest

plumage. He very soon become independent and I

have a note that I heard him singing on April 23rd.

The same adult male paired with the other two hens

and one of the latter hatched, but she did not rear the

young, so that from four nests only one young bird

was fully reared, However, of course one does not

expect great results from aviculture in February.

Our Zoological Gardens very nearly succeeded in
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rearing young of this species in the summer of igo6.

They had a number of adults in a large wired enclo-

sure out of doors, which nested and hatched succes-

fully but, some very wet weather ensuing, all the

young perished.

I hope the Yellow-rumped Serin will be more

frequently seen in our aviaries in future as it is a hardy

little species, easily acclimatised and a charming

songster.

jTccOing ant) BccUiuatisinG jforeian

By Weslev T. Page, F.Z.S.

[Coniiiiued frotn page 214).

Quarantine : At the risk even of wearying my
readers I must have another word on this important

subject, especially so, as manj^ notices have reached

me from various correspondents, who have had

simply distressing losses this season, either from an

entire neglect of, or too short a stay in quarantine
;

three weeks should be the minimum period, four or

even five would be better. Whatever lil)erties the out-

door aviarist may take, relying on light, sun and air

as his protection against epidemics, the one who keeps

his birds in a room indoors cannot afford to take any.

Whatever accommodation he may have, or have not,

it is always possible to keep new arrivals in some room

in which there are no other birds. The chief points

necessary to observe are : Warmth (jioi dry heat) with-

out draught ; fresh air, strict attention to cleanliness,

and wholesome food. Again it is always best to

ascertain how birds have been fed, and even if this is
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not correct, or even worse, distinct!}' unwholesome,

the change to a proper (i.e., wholesome) diet should

not be a sudden one, but while suddenness should be

avoided the process should not be unduly pro-

longed. As to the cages for quarantine purposes, I

strongly advise the semi-box type, and on no account

should a quarantine cage (however healthy its

occupant may appear) be introduced into the bird-room

proper. A good practice (very troublesome I admit,

but also ver3' safe) is to sterilise the cage or cages at

once, so as to be ready for the next purchases.

Personally, the method adopted is to paint the cage

inside and out with neat paraffin, well brushing it into

all crevicesleavingit thus for a day, then to thoroughly

swill every part, front included, with boiling water,

and lastly with cold water, leaving it in the open air

to dry ; after receiving a coat of washable distemper

there should be no danger of infection for another

occupant. The above seems very troublesome, but

the result is worth it, and it is not so formidable in

practice as it appears on paper, possibly some of our

members may have a less troublesome, yet equally

effective method. I may say, that so far, in my twenty-

three years avicultural experience, I have never had an

epidemic in bird-room or aviaries.

In dealing with the foods for the various groups

of birds, I wish to clearly state that however emphati-

cally I may appear to put down my facts, dogmatism

if present, must be taken as more "' apparent than real."

To dogmatise is certainly far from my intent. So much
has been said in the introduction " How I feed my
birds " that it will onl)^ be necessary to review the

foods available for the various groups.
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I. Seed-eaters.

Comprising : Grosbeaks, true Fiuches, Buntings,

Grassfinches, Maunikins, Waxbills, Whydahs, and

Weavers.

Canary Seed must be a standard food in every

aviary or bird-room, and rightly or wrongly, I always

have more hope of a long life for the birds I see

eating it freely. Do not purchase cheap stuff, purchase

the best and only from a reliable firm. As to what

constitutes good and bad seed I do not purpose enter-

ing into, as Mr. Fillmer, in Vol. III. Bird Notes, has

already done so.

White M11.1.ET,—This I have also used ad lib., and

never found any ill effects therefrom, though some

aviculturists deprecate its use, and possibl}' rightly so
;

nevertheless it occupies a prominent place in my bill

of fare, and with an equal bulk of canary seed forms

one of my standard mixtures. It is certainly eaten by

the birds more readily than the Indian variety.

Indian Millet is a valuable seed, and some of

it should always be supplied, along with the white.

I ma5^ add that the latter is much harder to shell

than the former. Indian millet is a si7ie gica non for

immature birds, in which state many foreigners reach

this country. Nevertheless, I find that with maturity

the Indian millet is left alone so long as the supply of

white holds out; when supplied in a mixture, equal

parts of Indian and white, the leavings next morning

invariably consist of the Indian variety. It is also

sold as French millet, some only know it by this

name.

Spray Millet : This appears to be Indian or

French millet in the ear, and I consider this a very
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valuable form in which to supply it to birds in cages,

as it gives exercise to many species in picking out

the seed, that are sluggish under the conditions of

cage life. In the aviary I seldom use it, as the birds

get plenty of exercise without such devices.

Brown Mii,l,kt : I do not care to pass my opinion

as to the merits or demerits of this seed, in the days

when I bought mixtures, if it had not been for the

Quails and Doves it would have been wasted.

Paddy Rice or Rice in the Husk, is certainly

another wholesome food, not so much used as it

deserves to be, the South American Grosbeaks and

most of the Grassfinches are very fond of it, and I am
of the opinion that it is certainly conducive to fine

condition with some species.

Oats : The same applies as to the paddy rice, the

so-called white oats are more readily eaten than the

dark or black oats, and may be supplied either whole

or crushed. The above seeds are all of a floury

uature and maybe supplied ad lib. to all cage or aviary

birds.
{To be continued).

ITbe JBIack^beaDet) Stbia.

{Malacias capistrata).

By Mrs. E. Warren Vernon.

I had no idea what these lovely birds were like

when I got a wire from Mr. Hamlyn saying he had a

pair for sale.

I believe there are very few in England at this

lime. They are large, long, slim birds with black

heads. The cock can raise his head feathers and bring
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them forward, till, when excited, it touches the front

of his beak. Their colour is a soft prune, with lovely

grey and black wings.

They make a noise like a window being shut,

squeaky ; atid another noise like a very noisy chatter-

ing. Mr. Page is kindly going to add to these notes,

some information ?'<? wild life and habitat.

They eat seed, soft food and fruit, mealworms

from my hand, wasps, flies, and any insects. I hope

next spring to get them out and see if they will breed.

I think they will become very tame, but I have

only had them a short time.

By W. T. Page, F.Z.S.

Jerdon in his " Birds of India," only describes

two species, capistrata and picacoides, but states that

two other species are on record, viz., gracilis from

Assam, which is rather common on the Khasi hills,

and melanoleuca from Tenasserim.

Adult male : Its principal colour is deep chestnut-

red (Mrs. Vernon terms it soft prune, a description

equally correct), paler on the nape or under surface;

middle of back, greyish-brown ; larger wing feathers,

slaty-grey ; base of wing-coverts, white, forming a

somewhat conspicuous wing bar ; tail, ruddy-black,

with the basal half black and tipped with grey, the

central tail feathers are greyish-rufous; a broad band

of black crosses the tail feathers about an inch from

the base ; beak, black and longish ; legs and feet, pale

ruddy brown. Total length 9J inches, tail 5 inches

(Description from rough notes made at the Zoo).

Adult female : Similar, but while I have not han-

dled the species, yet from comparison of the birds in
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the Aviary (Western Aviary, Zoo.) it appeared to me
that tlie black on the head of the female was not so pure

as in the male, in fact my notes read tinged brownish
;

the crest or head feathers of the male when fully raised

is distinctly fuller, and also broader when viewed from

the front ; her plumage below, also appeared to me to

be lighter in hue than that of the male.

According to Jerdon this species is found through-

out the whole Himalayas, from Simla to Bootan, and is

one of the most abundant birds about Darjeeling. It

frequents the highest trees, climbing on the larger

branches, and clinging round and below the smaller

branches almost like a Woodpecker or Nuthatch.

The nest has been taken (by Hutton), a construction

of coarse grass, moss, wool and rootlets. The eggs

are pale bluish-white, speckled with rufous. This is a

distinctly handsome bird in a roomy cage, while in the

aviary it is a decidedly fine and showy bird. Its

contour is slender and graceful, and they are birds

of very rapid and noiseless flight. I have never kept

this species, but have carefully studied it at the

Zoo, where its graceful flittings to and fro, hawking

flies and midges were a treat to witness; the smallest

midge, invisible to the naked eye, not having a chance

to escape. In many cases the only indication of a

successful capture was the swallowing of the prey.

On one point I must warn my readers, and that is, that

from my observations at the Zoo, I should say that it

is not safe with small species. When nesting I opine

they would wantonly slaughter all the smaller fry they

could get at; and even at other times should consider

them very unsafe company for birds smaller or weaker

than themselves.
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Our esteemed member, Mr. E. W. Harper, in 1902

loosed eleven specimens at Wimborne, in Dorsetshire,

which he had privately imported. Their fate is un-

known, excepting two, one being shot the other

drowned.

Of the other species of this fine genus (none ot

which have, so far as I know, been yet imported to

this country), I shall content myself with a short des-

cription of picacoides, from Jerdon's " Birds of India."

* * *

The Long-tailed Sibia.

M. picacoides.

Description :
" Above, greenish fnscous, slightly darker on

"the forehead; lores, black; the wings, dusky, with a large

"white wing-spot formed by the middle third of the outer webs

" of four of the secondaries; tail dusky, with broad white tip
;

" beneath dark ashy, paler on the belly. Beak and legs black-

"ish; irides, red-brown. Length 14 inches, tail 8f."

(The "2)aval BirO.

{Copsychus saularis).

By Mrs. E. Warren Vhrnon.

I have mentioned this bird before I think. As

cage bird he cannot be too higlily recommended.

Very like a Magpie in culouring, being a Ijlue black

with white under breast and on wings. Head, back,

and upper breast blue black, with a lovel}' blue sheen.

For impudence and cheek he fairly " takes the cake."

He sits on my hand holding to the loose skin, and at

the same time cursing me all the time, though leaving

off pecking me to greedily eat a mealworm.

His song is lovely, like a Thrush's, only not so

loud. He loves a big bath and eats soft food, all kinds
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of insects, such as worms, slugs, flies, beetles, etc.

The more noise there is the better he sings. I think

China is his native home, but he seems very hardy.

[With Mrs. Vernon's brief, but descriptive notes

of this really fine species, I will not have recourse to

ju}' own rough notes, but simply quote Jerdon's

" Birds of British India." Jerdon gives the vulgar

name of Magpie Robin to this species.

It has bred at the London Zoo in 1873, and since

I think, but a like success has not yet been achieved by

private aviculturists. I can full}'' endorse Mrs.Vernon's

statement that it makes an ideal cage bird.

—

Ed].
Description :

" Head, neck, breast, body above and wings, black,

"glossed blue on all parts except the wings; abdomen, vent, and under
" tail-coverts, white ; the four outer tail feathers on each side, white.

"The female is duller black than the male, and somewhat ashy ou the

"breast.

"The young birds have the breast dusky with ruddy spots, the upper
"surface olive-brown turning to slaty.

" Bill and legs black ; irides, brown. I,eugth 8J inches ; wing 4; tail

"3 3-icths; extent iij; bill at front ii-i5ths ; tarsus ij.

" The Magpie Robin is found throughout all India, from the Hima-
"layas to Cape Comorin and Ceylon; and eastwards to Arakan and
"Tenasserim. . . . It affects chiefly wooded districts, but does not inhabit

"the deep jungles. Towards the South of India it is less familiar than it

"is in the North, for in Central India, Bengal, &c., it is often seen feeding

"close to houses."

"It is generally seen alone or in pairs, usually seeks its prey on the
" ground from a low perch, after hopping a few steps to pick up an insect.

"When it returns to the perch, it generally elevates its tail and often utters

" a pleasing warble Towards evening it may often be seen near the

"top of a tolerably large tree, or other elevated perch pouring out its song.
"

. . . . Its food consists of insects of various kinds, small grasshoppers,
" worms, etc. . . It breeds generally in thick bushes or hedges ; sometimes
" in a hole in a bank or tree, and occasionally in a hole in a wall, or on the

" rafter of a house. The nest is made of roots and grass; and the eggs,

" four in number, are bluish white, or pale bluish, with pale brown spots

" and blotches. . . . The Dayal is often caged, as well for its song as for

"its pugnacious qualities, which, according to Hodgson, are made use of

"to capture others. Fighting these tame birds is a favourite amusement
" of the rich (in Nepal), nor can any race of game-cocks combat with more
"energy and resolution than do these birds."
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nOv? Bviaries n\\t> tbeir Snmatcs.
By the Hon. Mary C. Hawk?:.

I have been asked by the Editor to write an

account of my aviaries and birds. The aviary was

originally erected for Golden Pheasants, being after-

wards adapted as an aviary for foreign birds. The
aviar}^ is 15ft. square, with a shed at one end 5ft. wide,

and is divided into two enclosures. Commencing with

one side first, there is a shed at one end divided into

two, and a wire run with glass extending outside the

shed and the roof for about 4J feet, so that the bird.s

can sit outside without being subjected to wind or rain.

Thej^ apparently enjoy this arrangement, judging by

the use they make of it. In winter afternoons I drive

them inside the shed and shut the door ; they are let

out at daylight each morning. In summer I have an

arrangement of green rot - proof canvas, which is

fastened to the outside of the glass ; at night I pull it

over and fasten it down to the ground, which is

cemented round the aviary and has hooks fixed in it

for this purpose. This preserves the birds from getting

scared by stray cats, and also keeps young fledgelings

dry and warm. This cover draws back and the birds

appreciate the shade in summer. The entrance is at

the open wire end, where there is a double door.

Enclosure No. i contains Many-Coloured Parra-

keets, Virginian Cardinals, Liothrix, Blue Breasted

Waxbills, Diamond Sparrows, Madagascar and Napo-

leon Weavers, Paradise Whydah, Combassous, Saffron

Finches, Goldfinches, Canaries, and a Red-breasted

Marsh bird. The Many-Colours laid in a log nest near

the corner where I enter, and brought off four young

ones. The Cardinals brought up one young one, a fine
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cock ; tliey built in the outside flight under a board

12 inches wide with a division down the middle, the

section of this arrangement is J shaped and makes

good cover for nest boxes ; it is fixed to the roof.

I used to hang a tin of mealworms and fresh ants'

eggs, when I had them, to the side of the Hartz cage

they built in, the other birds then did not take them.

They laid again but the eggs disappeared. The Dia-

mond Sparrows also hatched out onej^oung bird which

only lived ten days. A pair of Avadavats nested, but

all the three eggs were clear. The cock has been in

my possession seven or eight 5'ears.

Enclosure No. 2 contains one pair of Blue Robins,

Parrot Finches, Cherry Finches, Alarios, Pintail Non-
pareils, Zebras, Diamond Sparrows, Serins, Yorkshire

Canaries, Trumpeter Bullfinches and Gouldians. The
Blue Robins built in a hollow log and onl)'' hatched

one the first time, which lived but eight days. The
second time she hatched four and brought them all up

but one, which she starved in the nest ; it died when

ten days old, having suffered from fits and cramp. The
third time she hatched out three and reared two of

them. I hand-reared the third young one, putting it

in a Hedge Sparrow's nest for eight daj's. The fourth

and last time she reared two. They ate mealworms

ad. lid., fresh ants' eggs and Century Food mixed with

fresh egg yolk ; blackbeetles were also eaten freely.

The Parrot Finches hatched three young ones in No.

I enclosure, which they deserted in ten days, so I

moved them into No. 2 and they brought off four

beautiful birds ; the nest was built in a cigar box,

fixed horizontally, with half of the front cut away.

The Alarios built and hatched three young ones but
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did not rear them. The hen Gouldian died, and later

on the Hen Parrot Finch sitting on eggs, also died.

The Posi Mortem Report said pneumonia. The Zebras

hatched but the young all died. The Trumpeter Bull-

finches hatched four young ones and they were fully

fledged and flying, but she then did not feed them

after they left the nest, and they died. Other 3'ears she

has quite reared them. I then sold them. The old pair

of Long-Tailed Grassfinches nested, but without result.

A pair of Pectoralis also nested in a box bush but I

saw no eggs, and the cock has since died.

The floor of the outside aviary is gravelled over ;

in No. 2 there are five bushy little box trees. In the

shelters I use sand. They have an unlimited supply

of food, sunflower and crushed hemp, difl'erent varie-

ties of millet, canary, and always soft food, and in

summer they get milk-sop ; chickweed, groundsel,

flowering grasses and lettuce are supplied during the

summer months only. I find most birds are very fond

of sweet oranges. I found with my old original pair

of Virginian Cardinals that I could not give them

mealworms or they ate their young ones. I kept a

young hen, which was reared by this pair last year,

and obtained a very large mate for her. The old

Cardinals had always lived peacefully in No. 2 aviary,

but the old cock was so annoyed at seeing the young

one next door that he turned vicious and killed five

young Canaries, so I removed him : his mate I am
sorry to say died this autumn ; they had been in my
possession many years. The hen had two or three

nests, but sat too close and did not feed the young

ones.

I have a pair of lovely Crimson-wing Parrakeets
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in another small aviar}' with an Orange Bishop and

pair of Red-headed Finches. Last 3'ear the Crimson

Wings reared four splendid young ones in a barrel on

the ground ; this year the hen was ill, and though she

quite recovered and finally laid and sat, the eggs were

clear. The Red-headed Finches also nested but their

eggs were clear.

On the whole it has been a rather uneventful, yet

not entirely unproductive season. The unsettled and

cold weather, during almost the whole year, being un-

doubtedly responsible for many failures.

IRcview.

Observing and Forecasting the Weather or Meteorology ivithout

Instruments*

An interesting, well written, and neatly got-np booklet of

46 pages, with a lialf-tone frontispiece, figuring "Shower
Cumulus" and "Fine Weather Cuniukis" from photographs.

There are chapters on
CLOUDS.
WIND.
HALOS AND KINDRED PHENOMENA.
THUNDERSTORMS.
WEATHER SAYINGS.
THE MOON AND I'HE WEATHER.
PHENOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

From the concluding Chapter we make the following

abstracts

:

"In concluding- these few remarks, the author trusts that this unpre-

"teutious brochure Q\\ Meteorological phenomena to be observed without

" instrumental aid may cause a few of the lovers of nature, who at present

"confine their observations perhaps to plants andtrees, to gaze up into the

"heavens and note the ever-changing beauties of the clouds,which will be

" found to be an endless kaleidoscope to the careful watcher The great

" philosopher, John Ruskin, said of Meteorology that " II is the science of

• Observing and Forecasting the Weather. By D. W. HOKNER, F.R.Met.Soc,

etc. Pub. : Witherbv & Co., 326, High Holboru, Loudou. Sixpence net
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" the pure air and the bright heaven, its thoughts are amidst the loveli-

"ness of creation, it leads the mind as well as the eye to the morning mist,

"the noonday glory, and the twilight cloud, to the peaceful peace of the

" mountain heaven, to the cloudy repose of the green valley ; now ex-

"piatingon the silence of stormless jEther, now on the rushing of the

" wings of the wind. It is indeed a knowledge which must be felt to be iu

"its very essence full of the soul of the beautiful."

We can reconiineiid this little book to our readers; it is

full of interest from cover to cover.

lEMtoriaL

THE INDIAN BLUE CHAT (Larvivom bruntiea) : From a

private letter received from Capt. Perreau I have culled the fol-

lowing:—First, however, I had better quote Gates' and Jerdon's

descriptions of this lovely species.

The Indian Blue Chat (L. bninnea). "Male: Lores, cheeks and ear

coverts, black, produced as a band down the sides of the neck ; a distinct

white supercilium to the nape; the whole upper plumage, wing-coverts,

and the exposed parts of the wings and tail, dull blue; point of the chin

and a narrow line bordering the black cheeks, white; throat, breast and

sides of the body, bright chestnut; under wing coverts, blue; remainder

of lower plumage, white. Bill, black ; legs and feet, fleshy ; iris, very dark

brown."—(OAXES).

The Blue Wood -chat {L. cyana). Male : Above dusky indigo-blue, with

a white superciliary streak ; lores and ears, black; beneath, bright rufous

(the feathers all dusky blue at their base), albescent towards the vent and

under tail-coverts ; high coverts cross-barred with blue and white. The

feiuale, according to Hodgson, is brown above; white beneath; cheeks

breast and flanks, rusty. Bill, dusky; legs, pale fleshy; irides, brown.

IvCngth 6 inches; extent lo ; tail 2; tarsus i i-6ths ; bill at front J.'

(JERDON).

According to Capt. Perreau's description of their beauty it

must be seen to be appreciated, and although yet unknown to

English aviculttire are already possessed of two vulgar names,

as above. Capt. Perreau describes their plumage as follows .

—

Above dark blue (not dull as in Gates) shining in the sun ;

bright and rather light chestnut underneath, with a shining

white eyebrow ; the lower abdomen and under tail coverts are

white as per Gates, but do not show much ; dainty and rather

long thin legs.
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They are of daint}- build, action and ways; tail continually

flirted in true chat fashion, and I really think they are about

the most attractive birds I have kept. They certainly are

" rippers," but little beasts to meat off, but once meated off

keep very fit indeed. One pair to each aviary are quite enough

as the following will show. I have five in one aviary and they

each have a particular corner, it would l)e better if there were

only three, as there are onl\' three good corners and feathers are

apt to fly, for they are little demons to fight with each other

unless the)' have ample space.

It took me about two months to meat one pair off", but they

are looking very fit now. They came through with a rush for

about a week, evidently on their way to scatter in the plains;

but unless one watched very carefully, you would hardly know
they were there, for they are ver}' shy, keeping to thick under-

growth and feeding almost entirely on the ground ; they are by

no means easy to spot till trapped.

In the aviary they some become ver)' confiding (greed of

course), but when they want to disappear they beat a Rock
Thrush for vanishing ; luckily this is not often, as even when
full fed (greed then out of the question), they are such inquisi-

tive beasts, they hang round you till you leave the aviar}', and

then avoiding each other's pet places, they inquire into aviary

things in general, apparently without any question of food in

their minds. Then they paddle off to their corners and in-

dulge in a doze. I think insect-eaters even in wild life take a

doze between meals, if they cati get a heavy meal easih', e.g.

when a flight of White Ants occur and all do not get safely to

ground, or are otherwise accounted for, for a day or two.

The}' look smaller than tlie measurements given, which I

surmise are taken from skins. The cocks should make good

exhibition birds as they soon get wonderfully steady in a cage.

The generic name was given by Hodgson, from the number of

insect nests and larvse he found in its stomach. Dr. Adams,

from his observations of this species in the forests of Cashmere,

states that it has the habits of a Redstart.

Capt. Perreau hopes to bring some of these birds back with

liim in March next, so that some of our wealth v members at
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any rate, should have an opportunity of seeing this lovely

species disporting itself in their aviaries.

THE RED-BREASTED MARSH BIRD [Leisles guaniensis)

:

I have been asked to give a fevi' notes of this species; I have

alread}', in a previous issue, described its handsome plumage,

so that there will be no need to cover that ground again. In

July last I Ijecanie the happy possessor of a pair, which for a

week I put in an indoor enclosure, but as they did not steady

down, I put them into uiy outdoor aviary to take their chance

with the rest; here, if not confiding, they soon lost their scared

rushing about, and when you go in to give them mealworms,

so long as you stand still they will take them from close to

your feet. They api^ear to be essentially ground birds, and do

not, in my aviary at any rate, seem at all comfortable on a

branch or j^erch, though they are to be so seen occasionally.

Their usual place of resort is the ground, tops of nest boxes, or

two sloping shelves, which have been fitted up to give .shelter

to nesting receptacles; the}' run and walk and do not hop at

all, so far as luy observations go. Quite half their diet consists

of seeds, they seem to sample all the kinds I supply, viz.,

Canary, millet, paddy rice, oats, dari, hemp, but I have never

seen them take sunflower seeds. They also take a little soft

food, also a little milk sop, which is provided for the Varied

Lorikeets, fruit, and as many mealworms, etc., as you like to

give them. 1 have formed the opinion that unless a fair amount

of live insect food be supplied they would soon get out of con-

dition. When I first turned them out we had a spell of quite

cold weather, succeeded by the only real bit of summer we
have enjoyed this year; recently the weather has been about

as variable as it well could be, with fogs, wet, raw east winds,

and semi gales all thrown in as a make-up ; these <lo not

appear to have inconvenienced them in the least, and they are

looking very fit. Of course this being their first winter in this

country I am keeping them under close observation, especially

in early morning, when things at this time of year aregeneiallj'

at their worst ; and on the first sign of needing it they will be

removed indoors, where they will get a little more protection

than out of doors, but I do not anticipate having to remove
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them to my greenhouse bird-room, which is 1113' only indoor

accommodation. Tliis has its door open the greater part of da)--

light, even in severe weather. This species was first imported

and presented to the Zoo. fully two years ago b}' our esteemed

member, Mr. E.W. Harper, and this Summer helms introduced

them to private aviculture.

NESTING OF BULLFINCHES AND PEKIN ROBINS : A

friend, privileged to look over the aviaries of a Bedfordshire

lad}', supplies me with the following notes. She has this

season reared Bullfinches, and the young " are perfect."

[In tlie past, when I kept onlj' British birds, I reared Bull-

finches without difficulty, the chief agent in my success appear-

ing to be lanlimited greenfood, supplied fresh three times a

da}'. No live food was given. Ed.]

In an aviary containing a thick green edge, a pair of Pekin

Robins have hatched out two j-oung, but did not rear them.

Hope to give further details in next issue. If left out of doors

throughout the winter, there is a strong probability that the}'

would successfully rear young next season.

THE INDIAN ZOSTEROPS : Captain Perreau in a most in-

teresting letter, giving a chatty account of some of his field

experiences, writes

:

" Our Zosterops ought to stand the English winter well, as in winter

"I've seen them at a good altitude and they don't seem to mind snow a

"bit. These live a great deal more on fruit and berries than is credited

"to them. They are ripping little birds and soon become tame and con-

"fiding."

Our esteemed member, the Hon. M. C. Hawke, has kept

these birds out of doors all the year round, and I have heard of

others doing so, but cannot call to mind the particulars at the

moment. Jerdon in Vol. II. "Birds of India," gives a most

interesting account of Zosterops palpebrosus, the White-Eyed

Tit, from which I extract the following:

"The bird is spread throughout the whole of India, from the Hima-

"layas to the extreme South, and extends to Assam, Arakan, Tenasserim

"and Ceylon It is very abundant on the Neilgherries, both in the

"woods and gardens; and there it may be seen clinging to the flower

"stalks, extracting the minute insects that infest the flowers, by the

" pollen of which its forehead is ofteu powdered It breeds on the

"Neilgherris, and makes an exceedingly deep cup-shaped nest of moss.
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" lichen, hair, &c not suspended, in those I have seen, but fixed in the

" fork of two smal branches, iu a Barberry or other low bush. I found

"only two eggs in several nests, of a very pale blue, almost like skimmed
"milk. Hutton found at Mussooree that it generally suspended the nest

" by some fibres, hair, or silk. He describes the eggs as whitish green . .

"that they appear to feed greedily npon the small black berries of a

"species of Khamnus common in these localities."

Desciiption from a skin in my possession :—The upper

surface is bright, lightish olive-green, a narrow circle of white

feathers surrounds the eye (from which the bird takes one of

its English vulgar names, Spectacle Bird) ; throat and upper

breast bright canary-yellow ; remainder of under surface, dull

bluish-white, tinged with yellowish on the abdomen. Beak,

blackish ; legs and feet, ruddy horn colour. Total length 4^

inches; tail i|. This species is not often on the English mar-

ket, but the African species of this genus are fairly numerotis,

some of which are frequently on sale. They make ideal cage

and aviary birds, in the aviary especially their Tit-like move-

ments and activity, make them specialh' attractive. The Afri-

can species are not so hardy as the Indian species; neverthe-

less, when once acclimatised are certainly not delicate.

CUTTHROAT x RED -HEADED FINCH HYBRID: I

regret to have to record disaster 7'e my young hybrid, it got

drowned the second day it left the nest. I can only conclude,

it got scared during the night, and alighted iu the bath (night

was very cold) and was unable, to get out again. It certainly

was the finest youngster I have ever seen leave the nest as to

vigour, etc., which only makes the occurrence the more dis-

appointing. I have, however, had it set tip true to life, and

will figure it with a description in our next issue.

THE YELLOW-RUMPED SERIN : Dr. Sharpe, in B.M.C.,

Vol. XII., is of the opinion that two species are confounded

under the heading .S". angolensis, and that ultimately they will

be separated as .S". angolensis and 6\ atrigularis. Both the

B.M.C. audStark's "Birds of Africa," describe 6". angolensis as

having the throat and foreneck black. This is not so either in

my birds or Mr. Teschemaker's, so that possibly in the near

future these will be known as 6\ airigularis.
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Corre5pou^ence.

MR. AITCHISON'S FINCH AVAIRY [see plate).

Sir,—In answer to your query re \\\y aviar}', I fear that

owing to a long illness I have not much to tell. The aviary is

23 feet long and built against the S.W. side of the house. Of
the entire length, 10 feet is devoted to a shelter shed, which is

divided into two compartments, communicating by a sliding

door of wire netting ; the shelter is glass on three sides, lined

on the inside with wire netting ; its roof is thatched with

heather. The entire structure is 9 feet high at the back and

7 feet at the eaves. The shelter is well stocked with branches

and various kinds of nesting receptacles ; the temperature of

the shelter, notwithstanding the nights being very cold, has not

as yet been lower than 50^^ F. The flight is of wire netting,

except the end which is of glass, with a sliding door for en-

trance ; it is well planted with trees and bushes, and also well

provided with nesting receptacles, under a board, which runs

along the entire length of roof at its highest point. Outside

the flight, as a protection against cats, I have planted a row of

short holly bushes which answer the purpose excellently.

For reasons already stated its capabilities have not yet ibeen

tested, as up to the present a pair of Bullfinches and eleven

Gouldian Finches have enjoyed sole occupancy of its space.

I have noted that the Bullfinches alzvays sleep in the shelter,

while the Gouldians «<?«;/)/ rt:/zfaj'5 sleep in the open. I liave

also noticed that the cock Gouldians have been in really

splendid condition, while the hens have been more or less in

poor feather, with a strong disinclination to pair; nevertheless

I have now (October 20th) two nests of Gouldians in the

shelter, though how many there are in each I cannot say.

These particulars are I fear very meagre and uninteresting, the

photo however supplies a very good view of tlie aviary and a

general idea of its arrangements. My Tanagers—Superb,
Violet, Enierald, and Tricolour are in large cages in my green-

house. Do you think I could turn the Emeralds into the

aviary, and is it probable they would agree with its present

inmates.' They are fed on banana, orange, Arthur's unxture
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with potato and carrot ; also spiders and luealwornis ; is this

correct ? The vSuperl) appears especially eas}' to tame and eats

out of my hand, quite different to the Violet, Emeralds, and

Tricolour. A. Aitchison.

The following reply was sent to Mr. Aitchison :

I cannot advise putting the Kmeralds into the aviary so

late in the year. Had they been out the greater part of the

summer I am of the opinion that they could have been safely

left out of doors altogether. My Blue [l^anagra episcopus),

Scarlet {Rhamphoccelns btasilius), and Maroon (R. jacapa), are

out of doors, and the foggy, raw, wet, and variable weather we
have been experiencing of late, has not so far (October 31st)

apparently inconvenienced them in the least. At the same

time I should not care to turn out at this time of the year, even

more robust species than the Emeralds. Your diet is fairly

satisfactory, my Tanagers get the following soft food mixture :

crumbled sponge cake, dried flies, ants' cocoons, dried pupas,

and crushed Osborne biscuits, in equal parts, made just

crumbly moist for use, with the addition of ripe fruit and

insects. As a change, boiled potato and carrot are added to the

soft food mixture. I find most species of Tanagers will eat

almost any of our fruits as in season, such as elder berries, soft

ripe apple, pear, raspberrj^ strawberry, red currants, cherries,

etc., and I consider the change good for them. Why not make

a lobby inside 3'our conservatory, so that they could not escape

as you entered, cover the ventilators with wire netting, and let

the birds fly loose among your plants. I do not think they

would interfere with them, other than clearing them of insects,

and among tlie foliage the effects of their glowing colours

would be very fine. W. T. Page.

IPost nOortcni IRcports.
{Vide Rules).

Cock Wood Warbler (Mrs. E. Warren Vernon). This bird
had an enlarged liver, but otherwise was in a good con-
dilion. The cause of death was the so-called acute septic

fever.

Cock Parrot Finch (The Hon. M. C. Hawke). Case of death
acute septic fever with acute pneumonia.

Hen Zebra Waxbii.t^ (Mrs. IMiller) Cause of death ]Dneunionia.





BIRD NOTES

A0

H. Goo del-aid del. et crb. Huth imp.

BLUE TANAGER.
Tanagra. episcopiis.

From a Lving speoirnen in the possession of M^ W, T, Pa^e

MAROON TANAGER.
Ram.pliocct"jus ja.ca.pa.

From life.





BIRD NOTES

H. GoodeKild del, et

BLUE TANAGER,
Ta-nagra, episcopiis.

From a living speoimeii ixi the possession of M? W.T.Page.

MAROON TANAGER.
Raumph-occtjup jacapa,.

From life.

Hnth imp.



All rights >ese7ved.'\ [DECEMBER, 1907.

BIRD NOTES:
THE JOURNAL OF

THE FOREIGN BIRD CLUB.

ZTwo Managers

:

The Blue {Tanagra episcopus), and the

Maroon {Ra7nphoccelus jacapa).

By E- W. Harper, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U.

Our worthy Editor has requested me to write a

.short account of these two species—which have re-

cently become known to British aviculturists— to

accompany a coloured plate. Although I have not

yet had the pleasure of seeing the plate, I feel quite

sure that, in the hands of an artist of Mr. Goodchild's

ability, full justice will be done to the beauty of the

birds.

Perhaps a few words upon the family Tanagridcs,

or Tanagers, may not be out of place. Sclater calls

them "dentirostril finches"; and in classification they

are generally placed between the Sugar-birds and the

Finches. They are arboreal in habits : their mode
of leg-progression being by hopping, not walking.

Tanagers are confined to the New World, apparently

taking the place of the Bulbuls of the Old World.

All are largely frugivorous, and more or less insec-

tivorous ; though some can crack seed like a Finch.

Except the genus Ejiphoiiia—to which the Violet

Tanager belongs—they have little to recommend
them as songsters : but what they lack in vocal power

is atoned for by beauty of colour.
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The Blue Tanager, or " Blue Sackie" as it is

called by the natives, is one of the commonest birds

in British Guiana, where it may be both seen and heard

flying from tree to tree. It appears to be particularly

partial to palm-trees, where it doubtless finds abundant

insect life ; but it is not easily discovered when at rest

amongst the leaves, on account of the harmonising

colour of its plumage. For a description of the bird,

I shall refer my readers to Mr. Goodchild's plate
;

merely remarking that it is of a beautiful pale blue-

gre}'' color, darker on the flights, the wing-butts glis-

tening with silvery blue. Its length is about seven

inches. Both sexes are practically alike in colour, but

the male may be distinguished from his mate by his

more "snakey" shape. When the Blue Tanager is

about to fly from its resting-place, it bends forward

and downward, reminding one of a runner about to

start in a race.

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of looking

over the aviaries of my esteemed friend, the Editor,

and, needless to add, all the birds—except a few which

were moulting—were in splendid condition. A pair

of Blue Tanagers, shining like satin, were amongst

the most striking examples of his skill in aviculture.

One of the first birds I kept when residing in Deme-

rara, was a Blue Tanager. It was amongst a mixed

lot of about a dozen other colonial birds in a large

cage, which I won in a rafile for the modest sum of 48

cents ! It may interest our lady readers to learn that

the owner of the birds was a young lady about to be

be married. Whether this transaction was an effort

to " raise the wind," or because her fiance was not a

birdy man, I never ascertained. The Blue Tanager
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builds an open nest and lays spotted eggs. There are

other species of " Blue" Tanagers beside T. episcoptis ;

but it is unnecessary here to differentiate them.

The Makoon Tanager—such a delightful colour

contrast to the Blue—is the " Cashew Sackie" of the

natives. It is probable that the bird takes its local

name from the male's resemblance to the crimson

colour of the cashew fruit, rather than to its fondness

for eating it. The Maroon Tanager is about the size

of the Scarlet Tanager; but unlike the Blue the sexes

in the former differ considerably in colour. The male

is dark velvety crimson above and wine-red below.

His most striking colour is his bright silvery lower

mandible. The female is dull rusty red, and her lower

mandible lacks the bright colour of the male's. This

species is a common bird in gardens and cultivations

in British Guiana ; and in the beautiful Botanical Gar-

dens at Georgetown it is always in evidence. Its cry

is 'fink, fink,' resembling that of our Chaffinch. The
Maroon Tanager is a more insectivorous feeder than

the Blue, and is therefore less frequently kept in con-

finement than the latter by the blacks, who are not

aviculturists—a direct contrast to the aborigines, who
are very clever with insectivorous birds. Like the

other subject of this paper, the Maroon Tanager builds

an open nest and lays spotted eggs.

Tanagers and other fruit-eating birds are caught

in British Guiana in two ways, namely, by means of a

trap-cage or with bird-lime. The trap-cage contains

three compartments, the call-bird being placed in the

middle one. The two other divisions have weighted

doors at the top, which are released and fall when the

bird enters. Sometimes no call-bird is used, the trap-
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cage being simply baited with fruit. The local bird-

lime is merely the sticky sap of a tree and is used as

follows. A papaw fruit—a sweet, oval-shaped fruit

about the size of a cocoanut—into which three or four

" limed" twigs or umbrella wires have been stuck, is

fixed on the end of a stick and placed in a tree. The
bird coming to eat the fruit settles upon one of the

'limed" twigs or wires, which falls to the ground

carrying the captive with it.

lu Demerara, I fed my Tanagers—of which I had

nine local species—upon sweetened boiled rice and

milk, ringing the changes upon boiled potato, yam,

and cassara. This had to be renewed twice daily, be-

cause it goes sour in a few hours in the tropics. A
daily supply of fresh-water shrimps, first beheaded and

then cut into small pieces, was also given ; together

with an unlimited supply of ripe fruit—orange, banana,

papaw, cashew, guava, mangoe, pineapple, nectarine,

etc. Green food, especially lettuce, is greedily eaten,

by both the Blue and the Maroon Tanager. They are

also fond of bathing. Upon sugar estates greatdamage

is done to the sugar-canes by caterpillars, for the des-

truction of which boys are employed. It was thus

often possible for a few cents to secure a supply of

these fat juicy grubs—which grow nearly two inches

long—as a special treat for the birds.

In England, a very good staple food for Tanagers

may be made from crumbled stale sponge-cake, mixed

with ants' cocoons and dried flies; this must be sup-

plemented by mealworms, green food, and plenty of

ripe fruit.

I have found both the Blue and the Maroon Tana-

ger to be amicable with smaller birds in an aviary ;
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hut male Blues are inclined to be quarrelsome with

eacli other.

In conclusion, I may say for the benefit of any of

onr members who may be contemplating a trip to

tropical South America that, in addition to the enter-

prising and successful efforts of Captain Pam, there

are still many species of beautiful Tanagers awaiting

-an introduction to British aviculture.

^he Brown ®wl.
{Syrniuin ahico).

By Mrs. E. Warren Vernon.

I feel I ought to apologise to the members for so

often appearing in print, but really they must blame

our Editor, as he has asked me for the last three

articles that have appeared under my name.

I will, however, cease after this for a spell, and

sincerel}'' hope others will help us a little by writing

their experiences. No magazine can succeed if the

members will not help, and it is wonderful how easy it

becomes to jot down one's experiences after a few

trials. Now, kind members, do write.

The Owl—whose picture appears with this biogra-

})hy—we call " Bobbie." He came into my possession

in a curious way. A Highland sheep dog was in the

wood and suddenly appeared with a small brown ball

of fluff, unhurt, in his mouth, which, with a deal of

slobbering, he laid at our feet. I had no particular

desire to possess an Owl, but could not leave the poor

little chap to die. There was no apparent nest to be

seen, and where he came from remains to this day a

mystery.
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I did not know what to do to feed him, but put

him in a large wooden cage, covered him up with a

cloth and covered the bottom with sawdust. Towards

dusk I offered him some pieces of raw meat, and he

took them greedily after I had put a few down his-

throat. He grew rapidly and soon sat on a perch.

I always let him out for a fly towards evening, and

he used to sit on my hand and be cuddled and stroked.

in a very pretty way. In the mornings, while his cage

was being cleaned, he sat on the window sill, and the

noise outside was extraordinary. Apparently every

bird in the garden got wind of their common enemy
being near, and though the window had wire netting

to it, Blackbirds, Thrushes, Chaffinches, Tits, Spar-

rows, and even Rooks would come flying at him.

Needless to say it was too light for him to see them,

and he only blinked.

I often took him out for quite long walks on my
arm, and he would sit quite still, as a rule, though, if

anything startled him, he would fly ofi" and flop into

the grass. I have never had a better-tempered pet, he

never bites, and now he is full grown and in lovely

phimage, he lives in a house by himself where, I regret

to say, he makes night hideous by his screeches,

always answered by his many brothers and sisters.

I am hoping to be able to show him at either

Westminster or the Palace, but how he will behave in

a cage now is a matter for consideration, as he has been

free for over six months. He has not the least smell.

Certainly his house is washed with Jeyes and kept well

sanded, and we feed him on clean food—mice, dead

birds, liver, etc. He drinks very little water, and if
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you speak to him in passing his house, he always

answers by snapping his beak.

It is also known as the Tawny and Wood-OwU
also as the Hooter.

Some BirDv) IRambles m lEurope.
{Continued Jrom page 102).

By S. H. SneIvI., M.D.

From Rome we sped away to Florence, and were

quite struck with the number of birds singing in the

Cascine. Now the Casciue is the Hyde Park of

Florence, and is a narrow strip extending for fully two

miles along the north bank of the river Arno, and is

practically all trees, a very large proportion of these

being elms and evergreen oaks. Blackbirds were par-

ticularly busy, but we saw no Thrushes. Chaffinches,

of course, and now and then a Nightingale in full soug

was heard. A few Nuthatches and Creepers were busy

on the elm trees.

From the Piazza Michelangelo, an elevated terrace

and public ground on the river bank, opposite to and

overlooking the main part of Florence (of which it

commands a very fine view, showing up well the

peculiar brown tile roofing of the city) we watched

House Martins and Swallows in their aerial gambols

after food. There were no Swifts here, although in

Rome they were very plentiful (of the large brown
Alpine species).

One fine morning in April, we made an expedition

to Fiesole, a village mounted on a vine covered hill a

thousand feet above Florence. Penetrating into the

country beyond, and still at much the same level, at

first no birds at all were to be seen, then suddenly, in
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a kind of cup in the hillside, we came on Chaffinches,

Stonechats, and ox-eye Tits; and presently across the

vine clad hills came the familiar sound of "Cuckoo

—

Cuckoo." The Stonechats were very fine specimens

and beautifully marked, but there was not a sign of

any of their cousins the Whinchats.

Take it all in all, however, the birds round Flor-

ence were not numerous. After a short stay here, a

move was made to the seaside city of the canal and

gondola— Venice. Now we can summarise the birds

we came across in the city of Venice very quickly.

We saw 07ie Blackbird in the public park, which is

situated at one corner of the city, on a kind of penin-

sular jutting out to sea—two Sparrows and three Star-

lings! A noble list—but let us hurry to the Piazza of

St. Mark and buy a packet of maize. In a moment
you can be covered with the famous pigeons of St.

Mark, perching on your hand, arms and shoulders and

head, or wherever else they can get a foothold. Here

are many thousands of the birds, and on a fine morn-

ing, about eleven o'clock, it is quite a sight to see

dozens and dozens of English, German, American,

and other tourists, armed with cameras and bags of

Indian corn, each surrounded by a trembling, flutter-

ing crowd of pigeons. The birds are of course like

our own pigeons which live a semi-domesticated exist-

ence at S. Paul's and other public places in London.

They are joined from time to time by escaped varieties

of fancy birds, but, as readers know, the indiscriminate

breeding throws them back in a few generations to the

original parents of all our fancy breeds, the Cohunba

livia or rock pigeon.

Away to the east, fronting the green Adriatic, and

acting like a breakwater to Venice, is the long flat
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island of the Ivido. Here a few birds were seen

;

notably a small bunch of Wheatears—all cocks and in

most perfect plumage—a single Sedge Warbler was seen

among some reeds. The almost complete absence of

Gulls from the foreshores was very striking ; and in-

deed all along this coast we saw only one Gull, and

that too far away to distinguish the species. One fine

afternoon we took one of the quaint gondolas to

Muracco, an island about a mile from Venice, and, as

everyone knows, the headquarters of the glass indus-

try. We passed on our way a small flock of Brown-

headed Gulls. Some representatives of this species

ma}'' be seen in the Gulls' aviary in the Zoological

Gardens here in London.

From Venice we took train away up to the Tyrol,

and noted curiously enough that the vegetation which

in Italy was backward (more so than in England) was

more advanced the further North we went. I have

only one birdy note on the jonrney up, and that is as

we were steaming up the valley to the Brenner Pass, a

most beautiful Waxwing flew out and alongside the

train for some distance, enabling one to have an ex-

cellent view of its plumage.

We reached Innsbriick to find that, although hot

and sunny, a great fall of snow iiad taken place two

days before, covering the streets to the depth of 2—

3

feet, a most unusual thing at this time of year (2nd

.May). But the mountains covered with snow, which

surround Innsbruck on every side, looked very grand,

though our walks were ver}' largely spoiled in conse-

quence of the heav}' snowfall. We rested longer in

Innsbiiick, and had ample lime for bird-gazing, but of

this I must defer the account till a subsequent date.

{To be co}iii?iued).
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IRcstnui of the IRufous^tail (Brassfinch.
By J. H. Hknstock.

In response to the Editor's request for "more

copy" (ever the Editor's cry) "of the common or

garden variety," I venture to write a short account of

the successful nesting and rearing of the Rufous-tail

Grassfinch. I purchased a supposed pair of these

beautiful birds from a well-known aviculturist in the

Spring of last year, and turned them out into my aviary

(which is about ii feet square) in which was a fairly

large collection of other small Foreigners, Canaries,

and British Birds. For some little time they made no

effort to pair, but it was very evident they were in

good breeding condition. This was indicated by a

somewhat grotesque dance both would perform to-

gether on a branch or perch. Taking a long bent of

hay, sometimes quite a foot long, they would manoeuvre

with it like a balancing pole and then get the end in

the beak and commence jumping up and down on the

perch for a considerable time. This would go on by

both birds intermittently all the day, until, one would

think, they were weary of it. I noticed also that both

had the almost inaudible guttural "song," if indeed

the sound produced, may be dignified by such a word.

A friend of mine who had seen the birds asked me to

get him a pair, aud his also made no attempt to breed.

Coming to see me one day he noticed both the dance

and song, and said his did not sing. On a closer

examination he also expressed the opinion that his

birds were much paler in colour than mine, and finally

we suggested that probably mine were cocks and his

were hens. To settle this, I caught one of mine, and

here I may say that this was a shade or two paler in
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colour than the other one. My friend brought nie one

of his birds and as soon as I turned it into the aviary

all doubts were set at rest, for the new arrival was un-

doubtedly a hen. Merrily as the song and dance had

gone on before, it was renewed now in earnest, and

nesting operations were forthwith commenced. This

took place at the back of the aviary in which I have a

hedge of pea-sticks, the interstices being filled up

with hay. The birds worked, or shall I say tunnelled,

their way into the centre of the hay, and generally

took a slightly oblique direction, in order I suppose, ta

get the nest out of sight. Although there seemed to

be a good deal of "carrying" to the nest the construc-

tion appeared when finished merely a hole hollowed

out of the hay. Just this, neither more nor less. It

had noliningof any kind, and as it was made in the hay

it looked nothing more than suggested above ; in fact

if I had thrust my hand into the hay I could have

made a similar receptacle with my fist. I am not

aware of the nesting habits of this species in its wild

state, but I may say that in my aviary there were

numerous nest boxes made of Hartz Canary cages,

partially covered with bark, open wood nest boxes,

cocoa-nut husks, &c., but on the several occasions my
Rufous-tails built, no other place than the hay was

used. In two or three days the nest seemed to be

complete, and I noticed that the hen was decidedly

"lumpy," in fact, I thought she was egg-bound, and

there is no doubt this was the case. The next morn-

ing, however, she appeared to be all right, and a peep

into the nest revealed a small pure white egg, which

was the cause of the temporary trouble. I may say

here that these symptoms frequently appeared just
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before the hen laid, and it may be that this species is

subject to egg-binding. I say this because all my
other birds were entirely free from this very vexatious

trouble. She laid five eggs and the work of incubation

commenced at once. I noticed that the household

duties were equalh'^ divided between the birds, the

cock always sitting during the day, and the hen taking

the night dut3\ During the whole of the period this

was rigidly observed. Whenever I went to the aviary

in the day, the cock was on the nest, and about six or

seven in the evening the hen always went on. More

than once I have seen the exchange made, which re-

minded me somewhat of the " changing guard."

The first two attempts were abortive, the eggs

being clear ou both occasions, and I began to despair

of bringing off a brood. It was now near the end of

July, and the birds again went to nest, and again in a

fresh place. They never used the same nest twice,

but always sought pastures new. I took but little

notice of the event, but about the middle of August,

as they were still sitting, I looked into the nest and

discovered three young ones. I was naturally rather

excited and proceeded at once to examine them. They

were perfectl}^ naked and blind, and the skin was of a

lig/ii orange yellow. The beaks, which appeared

" gapey," were black lined with white on the outer

portion of the mandible, and a while ring also en-

circled the black spot where the eyes were. They

seemed very helpless, much more so than young

Canaries of the same age, and appeared to make no

efibrt to raise their heads, when opening their beaks to

be fed. I was very doubtful of rearing them, and

consoled mj'self somewhat, I remember, b}' the fact
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at I had bred them. Breeding and rearing however

e two different things. Still to my surprise and

:light they appeared to thrive and in a few days

eir eyes opened and shortly afterwards the quills

peared. When nearl}' a fortnight old I had to go

1 my short holiday, and I felt ver}'' conSdent that on

y return I should find them nearly fledged. But,

IS, it was not to be, for when they were nearly three

;eks old, and, I was told, fully fledged, they died,

tliout any apparent cause. As I was away from

me I cannot of course say from what cause, as tlie

inagement of the aviary had gone on pretty much
usual.

The feeding consisted of the ordinary seeds,,

nary, white and brown millet, and they also had

cess to hemp, linseed, rape, and egg food, but they

uost entirely confined themselves to the canary and

llet, occasionally picking over the soft food. Spray

llet they would also eat, and they spent a good deal

time every day over a large bundle of wild seeds,

:iss in flower, dock, plantain, shepherd's purse, etc.,.

lich I placed in the aviary every morning.

With a partial success last year I was hopeful of

Iter things this season, and I am pleased to say my
orts, or let me be generous and say their efibrts, have

!t with more success. With the very first spell of

od weather, the birds went to nest and laid five eggs..

•is was about Easter when we had a few days' hot

ather—about the only bit of summer we had this

ir. The attempt was futile, the eggs again being

ar, and as the weather was very bad they did not

Dear in a hurry to nest again. This inaction did not

t long, for on June 30th I discovered not only a nest.
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seven in the evening the hen always went on. Mo
than once I have seen the exchange made, which i

minded me somewhat of the "changing guard."

The first two attempts were abortive, the eg

being clear ou both occasions, and I began to desp;

of bringing off a brood. It was now near the end
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that I had bred them. Breeding and rearing however

are two different things. Still to my surprise and

delight they appeared to thrive and in a few days-

their eyes opened and shortly afterwards the quills

appeared. When nearly a fortnight old I had to go

on my short holiday, and I felt verj'' confident that 011

my return I should find them nearly fledged. But,

alas, it was not to be, for when they were nearly three

weeks old, and, I was told, fully fledged, they died,

without any apparent cause. As I was away from

home I cannot of course say from what cause, as the

management of the aviary had gone on pretty much
as usual.

The feeding consisted of the ordinary seeds,,

canary, white and brown millet, and they also had

access to hemp, linseed, rape, and egg food, but they

almost entirely confined themselves to the canary and

millet, occasionally picking over the soft food. Spray

millet they would also eat, and they spent a good deal

of time ever}' day over a large bundle of wild seeds,

grass in flower, dock, plantain, shepherd's purse, etc.,.

which I placed in the aviary every morning.

With a partial success last year I was hopeful of

better things this season, and I am pleased to say my
efforts, or let me be generous and say their efforts, liave

met with more success. With the very first spell of

good weather, the birds went to nest and laid five eggs.

This was about Easter when we had a few days' hot

weather—about the onl}' bit of summer we had this

year. The attempt was futile, the eggs again being

clear, and as the weather was very bad they did not

appear in a hurry to nest again. This inaction did not

last long, for on June 30th I discovered not only a nest.
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but five eggs iu it. I noted the date and once more

prepared to watch events.* On July 15th three 3'^oung

birds hatched out, and again I watched with feverish

anxiety. Tlie nestlings appeared to thrive admirably,

and I was full of hope this time. My feelings can be

better imagined than described when on about the

fifth morning I found one of the youngsters dead. I

removed it, and at the same time noticed the others

were, or appeared to be, all right. But this time my
lucky star must have been in the ascendant, for with

remarkable rapidity the birds feathered and actually

left the nest on August 2nd. They were strong on the

wing from the moment they came out, and appeared to

take a delight in their flying exercises. For some

time after leaving the nests they were fed by their

parents, and I noticed their manner of calling to be

fed was almost exactly like the peculiar way of young

Zebra Finches. That is, they lay the back of the head

almost on the floor with the beak upturned and give

themselves the appearance of almost standing on their

heads. I have only observed this peculiarity in Zebra

Finches, but it maj' also be common with other

species.

In conclusion, a word as to colour. The\^ were of

a uniform biscuit fawn, with light shade underneath.

The beak was red and the feet deep pink. There was

no indication of the spots or the scarlet cheeks of the

adult birds. Even now (Nov. 28) the spots are strug-

gling through to the surface— it has just that appear-

ance—but there is not the slightest indication at

I caiiuot say when the first egg was laid, but I believe the clutch had

only been completed ou the day I found the nest.
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present of the brilliant scarlet cheeks.* One is slightly

larger than the other, and lam hoping that they will

turn out to be a pair. I regret to say that a few days

ago I lost the mother of the birds. She must have

flown on to the wires—they are very guilt}'^ of that

—

and a cat seized her. Anyway I found the head pulled

ofif and missing, and the body lying inside the avairy.

If I could have caught that cat just then—well it is

most likely the tragedy would have been a double one.

IReniiniscenccs of But) (TollectinG anD a

Sboppmg IDisit to Calcutta dealers.

By Captain G. A. PerrEAU.

Having ages ago promised our long-suffering Mr.

Editor to send him some copy on the inhabitants of

my aviaries or some field notes, I now proceed to dis-

course at some length on quite another subject,

though it really has some connection with the former,

as, but for that visit I should probably be even now short

of inhabitants to write about. T must warn readers

not to expect anything exciting as the sorts I was

after, are so easily procurable at home, that my labours

must seem ridiculous to many ; however they may find

something of interest, probably in side incidents

which were of no interest to me at the time, so

absorbed was I in tlie engrossing business of trying to

fill my aviaries.

A short resume of my collecting experiences

* Unfortunately one of the young has died, and ou December 6th I

received its body. The white spots were then well developed, and there were

specks of scarlet showing round the base of the upper mandible.—Ed.
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since restarting an aviary in January, 1901, will not be

very interesting, but may serve to excuse my apparent

lunac}^ ; it would certainly be considered madness up

here if it were known. This small aviary was started

with a nondescript lot in which odd birds figured

much too largely, being survivors spared by a cat from

the little lot I had brought out from home or picked

up in Bombay, Cawnpore, or lyahore, on the way.

Regarding Bombay my wife has a 3'aru against me.

A friend said to her at tiffin, " What a pity j'our

husband was out this morning. A man brought round

such a lovely lot of birds, I am sure he would have

bought some." I maintained a guilty silence, as those

birds were the result of m\' " morning out" in the

Crawford Market. I had to own up after tiffin and

take the usual chaff. There was only one cage, too,

though I must own it was rather crowded.

I quickh' realised that enforced absences barred

all but seed eaters, and that Indian seed eaters were

not much, and that if I wanted to go in for birds in the

style desired, some return must come from the birds

themselves. Kxotic Finches and small Parrakeels

were evidenth' indicated ; my own wishes, quite apart

from these considerations, also indicated these birds,

which was just as well for the other considerations. The

puzzle was to get them, and this remained practically

unsolved till my Calcutta visit. True, I did pick up a

few odds and ends in Lahore and Pindi, but nothing

that really filled the bill, i.e., exotics. R. B. Saniyal

Rai Bahadur, the Superintendent of the Calcutta Zoo.,

did indeed send me a nice small lot of about 20 by

one of our little men returning sick from China. I

fancy both he and Mr. Finn were put to much trouble



273

over this lot. The little man let a cat get at them at

Pathankote, our nearest railway station, 40 miles ofiF,

and I received about ten only. These I did not get

much good out of as we left shortly after for a year's

garrison duty in Chitral, and I found precious few of

my birds left on my return. Still my best thanks are

due to them both. I might mention here that I do not

recommend aviculture out here (the same at home I

fancy) as a paying business owing to the want of a

market and the huge difference between buying and

selling prices, but still with seed eaters it is not a very

expensive game, with ordinary luck. It is rather like

putting a little regularly in a bank, having put in a fair

amount to start the account, and every now and then

pullingout a fat dollop ; the chief difference being that

one pays commission instead of receiving interest. In

time one could get square, or even make a bit, always

supposing that one put a check on buying fresh birds,

which is absurd. I often think it is really a good

thing for the family that I cannot buy birds except

on rare occasions, and that then I have usually to take

what I can get.

Whilst in Chitral fate willed that I should become
a house owner, and after that my mind was full of

aviary plans, and schemes by which I could fill them,

mostly fanciful, but I have got nearer my desires in

this line than I ever expected. Of course my mountain

stream aviary, in natural surroundings, with Forktails,

Redstarts, and Chats of different sorts, with a few

Dippers, Whistling Tlirushes, &c., was never serious

(must wait to win a Derby Sweep or two for that) but

I am now nearer that than I ever expected to be, but

that is another story, so are the Gouldiaus a Com-
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niissariat Babu brought up for me from Calcutta. If

I start on them Mr. Editor will be wanting to rename

this effusion, and indeed, as it is, my readers will be

wondering where Calcutta comes in, and what is my
idea of brevity. However the title includes collecting,

and I shield myself under that. On the way back

Pindi produced two young Budgerigars (both turned

out cocks) for Rs. 12 (16 shillings) and a few Canaries

I did not really want. This was at the end of 1903.

Then followed unproductive letters and unpro-

ductive visits to Lahore and Pindi. my total bag con-

sisting of a few Indians and a pair of Cockatiels for

which I gave Rs.15 and exchange which he had the

nerve to sell in the station for Rs.io (this happened

on the only occasion a dealer visited this place). By

the way Rs.15 equal £1, 16 annas or pence to the

rupee. During the summer of 1904 my aviaries were

being built, and no birds to be got. Small finches,

especially Zebras, became almost a nightmare, and if

the Lahore dealer had had a grain of sense and enter-

prise, he could have made a small fortune. But thank

goodness, he had only one idea, to buy what was

cheapest in hopes of being able to sell dear and his

cheapest did not suit me even sold cheap.

In October 1904, as usual, we went to camp for

manoeuvres to stay to the end of February, Hushiarpur,

near Jullundur, being the scene of conflict that year.

My aviaries, which the contractors swore to have

finished by August, only wanted a bit of glazing work

and the flight wire, and were to be ready by our return,

so more schemes to get birds were projected and more

letters written further afield. I spent ten days,

Christmas leave with my family, who were to accom-
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pany me into camp after. Here I got a maddening

letter from a dealer at home enclosing bis present

price list, stating that prices varied according to season,

but that be would gladly sell me anything be bad in

stock at current prices, whenever I should call on him

at home. Bless him for a fool ; I had sent him a list

of common or couimonish hardy seedeaters, all easily

procurable at any time, asking him how far down the

list, or about bow far down, missing none out, would

he be able to have delivered to me at an Indian port for

a certain sum, ;^I5 I think, and if he could arrange to

have them delivered up country and at what extra

cost, or would I have to send a man to fetch them up.

Out here birds have to be accompanied by an

attendant on rail journeys of over 300 miles. At

Lahore I got some Bengalese and Javas (grey and

white), returning rather pleased with them, but more

than ever despairing of the Lahore dealer trying to

obtain my wants for me. At the Station a notice

caught my eye to the effect that during the Christmas

holidays return tickets could be had for single fares.

I had before formed the idea ot going to Calcutta

myself (it would be useless to send a man) and it

seemed incredible to me that such birds as Budgeri-

gars and Zebra Finches should not be procurable

there as I was informed by a Calcutta dealer and the

Lahore man. Expense was of course the objection,

" intermediate " was seriously considered but nothing

came of the idea. Anglo-Indian readers will know
what "Intermediate" is, it is a bit different from third

at home, in fact most people who travel third at home
rather shy oflF second out here. Personally I have had

more amusing journeys out here when going second.
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I found out that a second class return ticket would

cost about Rs.50, but then of course extras in such

cases come heavy. This, I think, was on the igth or

20th December. I naturally wanted to spend Christ-

mas day with my family, and there was no time to go-

after, so a consultation resulted in seeing me in a

second class carriage in the 4 p.m. mail for Calcutta

on the 2ist.

The next day in the train was chiefly spent in

making out lists of what I would buy if luck was in,

and if luck was out, of what would satisfy me for the

expense and trouble. The latter was almost cut down.

to Zebras and Budgies, with possibly a hen Gouldian,

which was badly wanted, but really hardly expected.

I arrived at Calcutta a bit before 6 a.m. on the 23rd

and hastily shoved my bag into a disreputable second

class ticca ghari, chosen with a purpose, whicli

purpose also kept me from a shave and clean up..

Altogether I think I looked the mean white. Drove

.straight to the Chiria Bazaar, Tiretta, leaving the

ghari a little way off with orders to come up soon after

and wait. It was a bit early, but I was glad to see

that I should do a bit better than my lowest hopes at

any rate, as Budgies and Zebras were staring me in the

face. But of course no purchases were to be made

yet, so, tearing myself past the first shop, I began to

look round and make enquiries as to the price per

dozen of Bengalese and Avadavats. However, I soon

saw that my first glance had taken in about all of

interest to me and soon became the possessor of a large

cage and six each of Zebras, Budgies, and Blue-

crowned Hatiging Parrakeets at prices much the same

as at home, bar the last, these by the way were all hens
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or young cocks ; the cock takes two j'ears at least to

get really full plumage (in captivity at any rate) of

which more another day.

Leaving Tiretta well satisfied, I drove in search of

Ruttledge's unworthy successor Scott, I say unworthy

as, though he has done me well, yet he has practically

given up birds now and small blame to him under the

circumstances. After a beastly drive, the road was
*' up " in most places and the ghariwalla was not too

sure of the way and I could not help him much as I

had previously always come from the Alipore or Duni

Duni side, arrived and was met at the entrance by a

European, presumably Mr. Scott. Here my mean white

game failed absolutely as, after a fruitless look round

on enquiring after my sort of bird I was met with

" Oh, I suppose you're the gentleman who has written

me so many letters for this kind of bird." I owned

up as gracefully as I could, rather wishing that I had

cleaned up a bit, which was intensified on being told

that Mr. D. Ezra might be able to help me, but, that if

I wanted to catch him at home I had better go at

once. I had intended to call on Mr. Ezra in any case,

being fellow members of the Avicultural Society, but

not till later. The advice was good and I came away

glad I had gone there, although I got no birds. There

were some Parrots, English Finches and Insect

Eaters, i)ut nothing in my line. I found Mr. Ezra at

Chota Haziri in the usual kit worn at that time and

received a cordial welcome, which made me almost

forget my unshavedness. I more than regret my not

having made better use of my time with him, but my
attention was rivetted on a large cage of small birds,

and his treasures were rather wasted on me ; they
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were treasures too, including six or more Birds of

Paradise of about four varieties and I scarcely did

more than glance at them. Please remember that I

had to catch the 9.30 p.m. that night to get me back

for Christmas day, and that I had come down to buy,

and such rarities were beyond me. There were also

some lovely Lorikeets and some rare Albinos.

A proper description of all would require an

article to itself. Like most aviculturists Mr. Ezra

generally has some surplus to dispose of, and I believe

under the circumstances he would have let me take

almost anything he had, and it is due to his kindness

then and afterwards that my visit to Calcutta was

a real success and that my aviaries eventually filled up

ALMOST enough to please me. Was there ever an

aviculturist whose aviaries are really full, however

crowded they may be? I have to own up that the

birds that really impressed me were what I took away,

and those I fain would have taken away, i.e., those in my
line. The former consisting of six Cherry, six Chest-

nut, and two Parson Finches, two Redrump Parrakeets,

and I think some other small birds, but cannot re-

member what without looking it up, and I dare not

start looking up things or this will never be sent in.

Among the latter were Mealy Rosellas (real beauties,

I do not know how I came to leave these, however T got

some of them later, but Dr. Greene's lukewarm account

of these lovely and charming birds put me off).

Yellow Budgerigars (also obtained later, did not do so

well with me) and Alario Finches.

Then I went off to breakfast after a much-needed

clean up. The manager of the hotel was most

interested in the birds and said he had some I might
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take. I found four Striated, four Black-headed, aud

four Three-coloured Mannikins to n\y liking to fill up,

but left them till later in the day. Then I dashed off

to the Zoo. and visited my friend (on paper only till

then) R. B. Saniyal Rai Bahadur, the Superintendent.

I was sorry to find him seedy, so he could not take me
round. He told me there was nothing for sale in the

Zoo, and that rather damped my interest. The birds

all round were distinctly good except in my line,

which was just as well, as in my then state of mind I

should have been almost capable of heavily bribing a

keeper to have an accident, or at best of uselessly

worr3'ing the Superintendent.

Back to the hotel to find the birds from Mr. Kzra

waiting for me. Back to the bazaar to get another

cage and have another look round. Here I found a

very different state of things from the morning. More
than double the number of shops were open and there

were crowds and crowds more birds, though not much
more in my line. Still I got hold of four Red Rosellas,.

not in the best plumage, after much haggling. I

found, too, a considerable difference in the prices-

asked, the mean white game evidently had some re-

sult. There were several varieties of Buntings and

Finches (Indian). A nice pair of Red-crested Car-

dinals were to me a sore temptation, but I think the

thought that I really did not want them had more

to do with my success in resisting than the knowledge

that the price was more than I felt I ought to give.

(To be continued).
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THE PUGNACITY OF THRUSHES AND OUZELS:—
Quoting again from Capt. Perreau's instructive letter, another

of his interesting field experiences, wliich I am sure will prove

of interest and practical utilitj to many of our members who
indulge in the family TURDID^^J. As 1 read the original

notes, I ardentlj' wished that Capt. Purreau had also been a

devotee of the camera, then we could have had illustrations of

the tree, nest, and young. I have kept the Grey-winged Ouzel,

and kept it with Waxbills and small fiuches, and as already

recorded in Bird Notes, it never harmed one; but I have only

had oue specimen, a male. I wish to qualify what I have pre-

viousl}' written, that if these birds are kept in a mixed series of

various sized birds, only an odd male should be put in, as it is

very evident that when nesting, the}' would be most unsafe

company for their smaller fellow captives.

Capt. P.'s notes speak for themselves.—" I must add that

*' they are pugnacious indeed, and have caused numerous
" losses in the aviary (in addition to other expenses) as I have
" twice caught the Grey-winged Ouzel aided by the Magpie
" Robins devouring or attempting to devour mangled Java
" Sparrow nestlings, I do not know which (if either) started

"the game, but I get no Javas in that aviary; Javas seem
" rather fools, Pekin Robins always defeated them while all

" others (including Zebras) in that aviary successfull}' brought

" off j'oung (of course I mean the ones that tried to breed).

'' However I have Javas in another aviary, sodo not mind much,
" though this sounds brutal.

" I fancy Ouzels, etc., are rather unsafe with nestlings ; at

" Kajiar I found my first Tickell's (real ones they were, I caught
" the hen later) nest b\' watching the old ones beat off a pair of

" Red-headed Laughing Thrushes. I should never have found

" the nest otherwise though they had 3'ouug, the old ones

*' were awfully cautious and the nest as usual was quite invis-

*' ible except from just above (in the tree itself). The Red-

" heads were evidently enemies to be feared and were most
" persistent, I watched them for quite an hour, and how long
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" they had been going on before I came and how long they

" would have gone on if undisturbed by me, I do not know.
" However they did not return to the attack later, they may
" have thought I took the young at once as a Langur (probably

" I was a new sort of monkey to them) would have done.

" They watched me while I was in the tree (I could not

" even in the tree, and the place well-marked, at first find

" the nest, the cutest I think I have come across, in thick ivy

" with ivy above) I did not see them again after coming down

;

*' though I watched for some time again both to identify the

" tree (I did not take the Tickells' young for some days and

" then only under the impression, till I caught the hen, that

" they were G. W. Ouzels, and there was certainh' a cock G.W.
" knocking about in the fight with the Redheads, likewise

" another Laughing Thrush—not identified at first sight—not

" unlike Black-throated Jay but smaller and an undoubted

"Thrush) and also to see whether ,by any chance there was
" not another nest in the tree. I've often found birds seem to

" clump together and the tree was quite capable of holding

" another nest, unseen in spite of my having been over it

" pretty thoroughly.

" I am sure this nest was a Tickell's, as I afterwards

" caught the old hen by using a sort of sieve trap with a j'oung

" one under it as a bait or rather decoy, even then so cautious

" were the old birds that they did not feed the young for five

" or six hours and I had to change the decoy several times to

" feed the poor little beasts. I never afterwards during my
" stay at Kajiar saw so many birds in one bit of jungle as I did

" the evening of that fight. Kajiar promised splendidly but

" did not come up to promise ; the fight occurred the evening

" of my arrival."

I should say Capt. Perreau's notes were not penned for

publication, but for my private perusal, and I hope Capt.

P. will pardon my putting them almost as written, for I feared

to rob them of their piquancy by re-arrangement.

THE CUTTHROAT x RED-HEADED FINCH HYBRID:
As mentioned in our last issue, this nestling met with its death

by drowning; the accompanying photo will indicate that it
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was an exceptionally fine and well developed fledging for it

met with its untimely end only two days after leaving the nest.

There is really little todescribe. It was a male, and the band of

scarlet across the throat was already distinctly indicated, the

crown showed no indication of red, bnt the pen feathers on the

forehead, also between beak and eye and under the lower man-

dible, were jnst bursting, and are brick-red. The general body

colouring resembled that of the Cutthroat, consisting of fawns

and golden-browns; the light crescentic scalings of the under-

surface of the Red-headed Finch are only just indicated in the

hybrid (see photo.), and are merely paler fawn, whereas the

Red-heads have these markings very distinct and almost

white in colour. The dark penciling of the under surface of its

male parent are entirely absent in the young hybrid. It is

very probable that the various markings (fully brought out in

photo, which is life-size) would have become much more

decided had it lived to have assumed adult plumage. In size it

will be seen that it was at the time of its death fully equal to

the Red-headed I'incli. It is rather risky expressing an

opinion, especially as the feathers round the beak had only

burst at the tips, but it appeared to me as if the scarlet of the

band across the throat would have clashed with the brick-red

plumage round the beak.

WINTERING TANAGERS OUT OF DOORS : In view

of the interesting article by our esteemed member, Mr. Harper,

it may be of interest to many if I briefly state how my birds

have fared so far. In the first place, I may say, my aviary is

simply a piece of the garden netted in, with a lean-to shed at

the back, which is entirily open at the Jront (S.). In May last I

turned out my pair of Blue Tanagers ; in August, a very fine

Scarlet, and in late September, a ? Maroon. As all our mem-

bers are aware, with the exception of two short spells, it has

been one long Winter all through 1907 ; Mr. Harper makes an

appreciative reference to their condition, when he saw them in

mid-October, and I may say that to-day, November 30th, that

condition is unchanged. And what a glory they appear, in

contrast to their environment of the past fortnight, at any

rate. However low the temperature may fall, they can be put
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to no more severe test than that they have experienced tliis

past month, raw cold, fog (not lifting all daj' on several

occasions), wet, with an occasional genial day sandwiched in

between; the whole being a condition of trying variableness

almost beyond description.

INTERESTING ADDITIONS TO THE ZOO. : Jnst on

going to press, information comes to hand of an interesting

addition of twelve birds, which have been presented by the

Government of New Zealand, viz. ; three Kiwi {Apertyx

australis), three Keas [Nestor notabilis), one Weka or Wood-
hen (0^j)/rf/-£);«« «?^j^ra/x.?), one Earl's Weka [O. earli) four (two

pairs) Variegated Shelldrake or Paradise Dnck {Tadorna

variegaia). All of the above are of special interest, and are

worth the carefnl observation of any member visiting the

Gardens. Other interesting recent additions are : The Hima-
layan Jay {Garrulus bispecularis), and The Fiscal Shrike {LaniiLS

collaris). Both these are well known birds, but now fignre for

the first time in the Society's collection.

Eppatum : Page 232, line 7 for verticle read veitical. Page

235, line 8 from bottom, for site read sites. Page 251, line iS,

for they some read they S007i. Page 233, 4tli line from bottom

r

for nest of twigs, read nest of bents.

(lorresponDcnce.

RESIGNATION OF DRS. CREvSWEIJ. & CLARKE.

Sir,—With many regrets for the necessity, I am desirons

for my fellow members of the Foreign Bird Club to note that I

wish to resign the Presidency of the Clnb forthwith, and
membership thereof at the end of the cnrrent volnme of

Biid Notes. W. Geo. Cresvvbuj..

Sir,—In asking you to note my resignation of the office of

Vice-President of the F.B.C. forthwith, and membership at the

end of the current year, I think yon will not object to my sav-

ing that I have explained my reasons in correspondence with

yourself, and my original intention was to send a very few lines
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for pul)licatioii in Bird Notes; but you pointed out that this

might give rise to inisappreheiisiou and possibly unfounded

suspicion prejudicial to the interests of the Clul), and that it

was desirable that I should state my reasons a little more fully,

and I therefore decided to do so; at the same time I shall

endeavour to make this explanation as short as I can, as I think

no good purpose will be served by a lengthy coriespondeuce in

Bird Notes.

To explain my position, it is necessar\' to mention that

more than twenty years ago—having suffered from a severe

visitation of what was generally known as "the bird plague"

—

I began an investigation into its nature and origin, and the

most promising methods of treatment of which practically

nothing was known. It proved to be a much more extensive

research than I anticipated, and I pursued it on and off for a

good many years, in the course of which I met with numerous

outbreaks of the disease in many different aviaries, and had

exceptional opportunities for studying it. I examined many

liundreds of birds, made many thousands of microscopical pre-

parations, a considerable number of which I still posse.ss. The

notes, records, drawings, photographs, etc., which I still have,

would fill a large volume, but it would be a costh- thing to pub-

lish them ; there is little demand for works of that kind, and I

am not prepared to undertake it, but I have, from time to time,

published the practical conclusions, of which I was sure, in

papers and lectures ; and l^r. Creswell, who has had access to

all my material besides what he has collected himself, recently

published a good account of the disease in Bird Notes.

Now I have recently seen in the post mortem reports in

Bird Notes statements relating to vSeptic Fever, which I con-

sider to be entirely erroneous and misleading, and I would

undertake to satisf)- any scientific authority who would go

througli the evidence that they are so. But even if Bird

Notes were a suitable field for a long technical discussion I

have neither the time nor inclination to engage in such dis-

putes ever}- time I notice erroneous assertions; time will show

that ni}' statements are true and that is enough for me. But

it is another thing to identify myself with errors which are in
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some sense official, and to remain a Vice-President, or even a

member of the F.B.C., without lepudiating, is equivalent to

endorsing them, and under these circumstances—unless I wish

to engage in a lengthy controversy—the only alternative is to

divest myself of any responsibility for what I disapprove, and

terminate my connection with the Foreign Bird Club.

R. H. Cl,ARKK.

[On receipt of above resignations, I at once urged the writers to recon-

sider same, and to enter a protest or point out in the pages o{ Bird Notes any

teaching or views which they considered erroneous. The resignations were

sent in for November issue, but they acceded to my request to hold them

over till the following number. I failed to accomplish anything further, and

nothing remained for me but to refer the matter to the Council. The
correspondence passed round left the Council no alternative but to accept

the resignations. There was a general expression of deep regret at this

necessity and also of appreciation of tlie valuable services they had

rendered to the Club. There was a further general expression of regret that

they had not protested against, or pointed out in Bird Notes the " erroneous

teaching " of which Mr Clarke complains, for Dr. Creswell refused to

give any reasons, and asked to be excused from any further commun-
ications referring- to same.

—

Ed.]

Sir,— I am much surprised at Mr. R.. H. Clarke's resig-

nation, and extremely sorry that it should lie caused by a note

of mine in reply to a correspondent.

All who know Mr Clarke recognise his worth as an original

observer and a scientific worker; none more than myself. But

I venture to think that even the most acknowledged authority

on pathological subjects should not take hasty action merely

because some one has the tenieritj' to not fully accept his

results as final. There is no finality in Science, and even the

most careful research may not reach perfection.

Whilst I quite recognise Mr. Clarke's work on "Bird

Plague " as being perhaps the most thorough and up-to-date of

any direct experiments, I may surely be excused for having

opinions of my own.

Mr. Clarke complains that lie has "recently seen in the

postniorlein reports in Bird Notes, statements relating to Septic

Fever, which I consider to be entirely erroneous and mis-

leading." He considers that without repudiating these errors-
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lie iiiiglit as a Vice-President be thought to endorse them, and

so be sends in liis resignation.

If I am in error in expressing an opinion not accepted by

Mr. Clarke I feel that my sin is altogether disproportionate to

the penalty inflicted upon the Foreign Bird Club, by the resig-

nation of Mr. Clarke.

All I say in defence is that other men in this country and

on tlie Continent have interested themselves in the diseases of

birds, and that I have made myself acquainted with their work.

I have mj'self kept birds and observed their diseases. Upon

my own observations and the recorded experience of others I

penned my note to which Mr. Clarke objects.

I am not cock-sure of my knowledge. I allow that it may
he supplemented, corrected, or approved b\' future research,

but meantime I adopt Mr. Clarke's words, that "time will show

that my statements are true and that is enough for me."

One thing is certain, that time will elucidate the truth,

and that is all I aim at. I shall be only too glad to acknow-

ledge my errors in the light of conclusive evidence.

Hknky Gray, M.R.C.V.S.

I<ONG-TAILHD GRASSI'INCHKS PAIRING WITH
PARSON FINCHES.

Sir,—For some time I have had a pair of Parson Finches in a small

aviary with other foreign finches. During the summer I had a pair of Long-

tailed Grassfinches sent to me. I was surprised to see how very nearly these

birds resembled the Parson Finches, except in the colour of their beaks.

On endeavouring to look them up in two or three books, I could find no

description or mention of them. I turned the[Long-taiIed Grassfinches out

with the other birds, and now notice that they have paired with the Parson

Binches, z.e. one of each species with one of the other.

I should be glad to know, through Bird Notes, if the Long-tailed Grass-

finch is a distinct species, or if it is at all related to the Parson Finch. If so,

s it unusual for them to pair together ? Evelyn Dknnis.

The Long-tailed Grassfinch {Poephila acnticatida) is alwaj's

regarded as a distinct species from the Parson Finch [Poephila

cincta).

The genus Poephila comprises six species, and, as has been
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pointed out by Mr. R. Phillipps, Mr. Seth-Suiith, and others,

these six fall into three groups of two—the two in each case

closely resembling each other and differing markedly from the

other species. P. acuticanda and P. ciiicta are certainly much
alike, and hybrids have been freely bred, but I have never

before heard of deliberate cross-pairing when tlie birds have

the opportunil}' of mating with examples of their own species.

This incident in Mrs. Dennis's aviary is of great interest.

.Such cross-pairing constantly occurs between the Red-

lieaded Gonldian Finch {P. inirabilis) and the Black-headed {P.

gouldice), and indeed these species (if distinct species they

l)e) appear to prefer the opposite sort to their own kind, so

that what has happened in the case of Mrs. Dennis's Longtails

and Parsons is quite what might be expected in the case of

Gouldians. Probably the third group, consisting of the White-

eared Grassfinch {P leucolis) and the Masked Grassfinch {P.

persotiata), would behave in the same waj', though I do uot

think that this has j'et been recorded.

One might say that this phenomenon throws doubt on the

specific distinctness in each case—but then, after all, no one

knows what a species really is. Horatio R. Fillmur.
[Two odd birds, a male P. acuticauda, and a female P.

personaia, paired, built a nest, and sat closely on three eggs,

for three weeks; the eggs were clear. During the Autumn
moult (1905) P. personaia died. Now an unmated P. o^oiildice is

paired to the P. acuticauda, but so far nothing has resulted from

the union. Rd ]
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poet riDortcni IRci'Jorts.

{Fide Rules).

Bl.ACK-FACED Sp:rin. (Mrs. Warren Vernon). Diseased liver

and inflammation of lungs.

It is a common occurrence for a bird apparenth' well to

die suddenl}', and on post nwrteui examination to find

evidence of disease of some standing.

Cock Colour-fed NORWICH Canary. (MissM. Gibbons). Cause

of death was pneumonia, probably from a chill caught at

a Show. Canary seed and perhaps German summer rape

are quite sufficient to keep such a bird in good health.

I have not seen the Avadavat. It was not in the box

with the Canary.

Changing birds about from place to place at this time

of the year renders them liable to a chill.

Cordon-blues, Firefiuches, and Golden-breasted Wax-

bills are not delicate birds if they are not exposed to

infection in dealers' dirty shops or in an infected aviary.

I have kept these species out for two summers and two

winters. They are very susceptible to some of the infectious

diseases of birds but not more so than mauj' ofour British

birds.

Cold of itself does not cause disease ; but changeable

weather especially from a dry cold or heat to wet is a very

great predisposing factor. This is not peculiar to birds as

all animals are influenced in tlie same manner.

Give any bird suitable food, suitable shelter, plenty of

room in which to take exercise, and a clean or dry ground

surface, and I believe it will maintain itself in health in our

changeable climate. Of course it must be healthy at the

commencement.

Ansivered by Post:

Miss V. Bromwich.
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BIRD NOTES:
THE JOURNAI, OF

THE FOREIGN BIRD CLUB.

nD\) Hviaries anb their Sinnatee in 1907-

By Wesley T. Page, F.Z.S.

This record must open with an apology for inflicting more

of my own composition, but memljers have evidently forgotten

that there is a January issue of Bud Notes, so this is written

:against time to meet the emergency.

The Aviary : Plate I., is not as it was in 1907 but several

years ago, when its inmates were less in number and less varied

in kind, consisting mainly of Waxbillsand the smaller Finches;

now their number and variety have increased, all the growth

lias disappeared, the onl\' greenery the birds will permit to

grow is rape, oats, wheat, etc. A detailed description is not

•called for, as the photos and the ground plan fully describe

this: briefly, its area is about 25ft. x 12ft. x 8ft. high, with a

lean-to shed at back, the shed being entirely open at front. No
•design was attempted, the object being to enclose a piece of

the garden as unobtrusively as possilile, the whole being

painted with brunswick black. As it appears at present is

figured on plate II., which also includes a portion of my out-

<loor bird-ioom,which is really a greenhonse. All the enclosures

therein have wooden tops 6 inches below the glass, and I find

it answers its purpose admirabl}'. The only part of the aviary

which is covered in is the shelter shed, loft. x 42ft., all the

other being open at top and front ; the sides and back consist

•of boundary walls. It has fully answered its purpose and the

death rate has Ijeen very low. I have almost regretted so

increasing the number of its inmates, that the beautiful effect

of a jungly growth of plants and bushes has disappeared ; the

ciiarm of seeing Gouldians, Waxbills, etc., among the green

foliage, only lasted two years, and is now but a memory. But I
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console myself, I'm not alone in this respect, for I fear the

aviculturist does not exist who can restrict his birds to a given

number. A species lie has not before kept appears on the mar-

ket and he is lost, and so the story runs. Neitlier need I say

anything about furnishings as these are sufficienth' indicated

in the various plates. As to cost this need not be heavj-, the

aviary herein described cost me about £"] for material, nothing

for labour as I erected it myself; but with personal supervision,

and a correct plan to begin with, it should not cost more than

_(f15 where outside labour has to be called in, as is unfortunately

the case with myself now.

The Inmates for 1907 : The bulk of these can be very

rapidly passed in review, as they have a place, not for breed-

ing purposes, but because of their beauty of plumage and

interesting characteristics. Of the Weavers I possess only six

species, tlie Common Red-billed Weaver {Qiiela quela), Mada-

gascar [Fotidia madagascariensis). Black-headed [Hyphantornis

melanocephalus). Half-masked (//. vilellinus). Orange {Pyrome-

lana Jyanciscaiia), and the Grenadier or Orj'x {P. oryx) ; the

Half-masked is not jet wholly out of colour. They liave not

harmed their fellow captives, though when in nuptial plumage,

quibbling among themselves. Of Doves I have only two

species, the Indian Green-winged and the Diamond, the first-

named have made no attempt to breed, while the latter have

successfully reared to maturit}' six pairs, and had in addition

two abortive attempts, one at each end of the .seauon. Their

soft colouring is exquisite, and the display of the male is most

interesting, while their coo is almost musical ; I can strongly

recommend them to my readers as a most pleasing species to

keep, being beautiful, minute and amiable to all but their own

kind. I will first note those that have bred or made attempts

to do so, merely naming other kinds or I shall weary with

undue length. The Indian Silverbill [Aidemosynemalabarica)

nested and successfully reared one young, which was on the

wing by end of March and still lives ; several other abortive

attempts have been made ; in each case they chose a nest box,

several appear in Plate III. ; and they have made no attempts

to build in the branches; on each occasion the box chosen was
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hanging in the open portion of the aviary. I had only one

African Silverbill which paired np with a Pectoral Finch, but

though several clutches were laid, none hatched out, and dur-

ing one of the cold spells the Pectoral ( ? ) died egg-bound.

Red-headed Finches {Amadina erythrocephala) laid several

clutches and incubated closely but without any result ; the

male died from tumour over the eye, and the hen, as already

recor-ded in Bird Notes, paired up with a Cutthroat and hatched

out one 3^oung hybrid which unfortunately got drowned two

days after leaving the nest. Of the doings of Zebra Finches

and Java Sparrows I need give no account, the number of

young reared being far below the average. Yellow-rumped

F'inches {Munia flaviprymiiia) have laid, but appear very poor

sitters and from two clutches of eggs there has beeu no result.

Of Mannikins at present I only possess the Bionze-wing and

Magpie, odd birds of eacli, which paired and after several

abortive attempts successfull)' reared one young hybrid, of

which details have already appeared under Editorial notes. The
attempts of Gouldians, Ruficauda and Long-tailed Grassfinches,

have all proved unsuccessful, though in several instances

young have been hatched, but only partially reared ; niostl}' I

think being starved during the cold spells, which have been so

frequent all through 1907. My Spice Finch + Bengalee hybrids

have been very busy pairing and nesting, three clutches of

eggs have been laid, all of which were infertile. Yellow-

rumped Serins (Serinus attgolensis), a pair of this interesting

species were kindly presented to me by our esteemed member,

INIr. Tescliemaker (v/ho has bred the species), the hen unfor-

tunately dying egg-bound with the last egg of the clutch ; and

when I obtained another female later it was too late for results

this year.

Varied Lorikeets : This lovely species once acclimatised is

as hardy and accommodating as the Cockateel. I found my
pair too much trouble to keep clean in a cage, so early in the

spring they were turned out of doors into the general aviary,

not with the Parrakeets, as the Varieds must have milk sop,

and I do not care to introduce this diet into the Parrakeets

aviary. I have found them quite amiable and their condition
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this iiioniing (December 3i.st) is perfect, for I have not seen

tighter, sleeker or better coloured specimens, not even on the

Show bench. They have made no attempt to breed. The one

trouble of out-door life for these birds is, that in frosty weather

you must thaw their sop at least twice a day. Of the Spervio-

philcs I have onU' at the present time, out of doors, males ot

Black-headed Lined and P'ire Red Finches, and they aie stand-

ing their out-door life well.

Of Cardinals I have three species, the Green, Pope and

Grey. The Greys and Popes have nested, but so far as I am
aware no eggs have been laid. The Greens {Gubematrix cris-

tata) have nested again and again, in fact have hatched out six

broods of three or four each during the year, but have made no

attempt to feed after the first three or four days, and it is

almost impossible to keep up a supply of insect food, in a

mixed series of from eighty to ninety birds.

The Cow Birds, of which I possess males of the Silky,

Ruddy-shouldered, and an unidentified female, most fascinat-

ing in a large aviary, though very wild and unsociable in a

confined space, are nevertheless marvels of beauty and grace

where they have space for flight; but as I have already

described the Ruddy-shouldered in last volume of Bird Notes,

and our esteemed member, Mr. Millsum, has recently given an

account of his partially successful attempt at breeding them, I

had better bring this account of my aviary and its inmates to

a close ; simply remarking that the Budgerigars and Cockateels

have been almost a failure compared with previous years,

though their condition has been as fine as it well could be.

Rosellas have as yet made no attempt to breed, being at present

only about eighteen months old.

I must not however close without some account of the

Taiiagers. My pair of Blue {Tanagra episcopus) have been in

very finest condition ever since they were turned out last May,

and more or less during the year have been gathering together

and carrying about sticks and bents, yet have not so far com-

pleted a nest. Their beautj', even the exquisite plate in our

last issue does not do full justice to ; the plumage changing from

green to blue and blue to green, and also var3-ing in intensity
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as the light plays upon it, with each difFereut position they

take up. The Scarlet does not call for special mention save to

say that it reached me, an acclimatized bird, in late August,

and for tightness and lustre of plumage it could not be sur-

passed. The Maroon ( ? ) did not come into my possession till

early October and was then in moult; I took the risk and

turned it out of doors at once, and it is now in very fair

plumage and excellent health as I write, December 31st, the

latter remark as to date and condition applies to all three

species.

I am the fortunate possessor of a true pair of Jacariui

Finches, the female being brought over for me b\'my esteemed

friend and fellow member, Mr. E. W. Harper. It arrived in

poor plumage, but is now perfect and apparently in the best of

health, and I hope to successfully breed the species next sea-

son. I am of the opinion that my female is the only one in

this country at the present time.

The Bird-room (Plate II.). Its arrangements are very

simple and its proportions are exceedingly modest. This,

owing to physical infirmity Iliad to have erected, and it was

comparatively costly, reaching a total of nearly ;^20 by the

time it was fitted complete. Its size is only loft. x Sjft- x 6ft.

at eaves and 9ft. at ridge ; it is of the lean-to t3'pe. Its space

is almost wholly given up to birds, barely sufficient being

retained for viewing and attending purposes. The back sup-

plies four enclosures, each 5ft. x 3ft. x 42ft. high; one side

gives an enclosure about 4|ft. square and ranging from 5ft. to

7ft. high ; the other side supplies space for four cages only, for

I do not admit any smaller than 2|ft. x ijft. X 2|ft. high. It

fully answers the purpose for which it was erected, viz. : for

housing such rare species as I do not care to trust outside, or

which are not to be trusted in a mixed series; and also to

provide accommodation for such as arrive too late in the year

to put outside.

It contains at the present time a very tanje and talented

vShama, a rare Hangnest (Ictems xanthornis), pair of Red-

breasted Marsh-birds (Leistes guianietisis), Quaker Parrakeet,

Jendaya Conure, I.avender-backed Finch, Fire-red Finch ( ? ),







295

Black-headed Lined Finch, Tropical Seed-eater, and a rare

Black-cheeked Tanager {Calliste cyanea), this latter I believe to

be the first living specimen to reach this countrj-, and was

imported by our esteemed member, Mr. E. W. Harper.

In this hurriedly written account I have noted the birds as

I happened to remember them, not attempting any given

order or a complete list.

In conclusion I must mention that for two or three years I

kept the Budgerigars and other Parrakeets with the Finches,

but in the end I had to separate them and they now occupy

another enclosure, there were too many broken limbs, and

slain fledglings to keep them together, though so far as I could

trace, the Budgerigars alone were the offenders.

Plate III. SNAP.S IN THE Aviary.

1 Diamond Dove 7 A corner of the Aviary

2 Chestnut-breasted Finch 8 Cockateels

3 Red Rosella Parrakeet 9 Blue Tanager

4 Diamond Finch 10 Orange-clieeked Waxbill

5 .Shania n Group of Budgerigars, Cardinals,

6 Aurora Finch Cockatiels and Ruficaudas at tip

of branch.

Plate IV. Snap.s in the Aviary.
1 At Xmas Breakfast, 1907.

2 Yellovy-rumped Serin

3 Zebra Finch.

^he IReD** or 3BIooD*»rumpe() jpanakeet.
{Psephotus hcemaionotus).

By A. Savage.

The Editor has written me, on more than one occasion, for

an article for Bifd Notes, but owing to frequent absences, I

have not been able till now to comply with his request. His

last appeal is since Christmas, and as I am at home till after

New Year's day, and he says on what subject—" Redrumps"

—

he would like a few notes, I am lurrrying up and sending the

following. But as most of what I have to say here has alread}'

appeared elsewhere, and may have been seen b)' some of my
readers, I am afraid it will only prove to be what we call in

French du rechauffe. Anyway, it must be taken for what it is
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worth, and can be passed over by those who know as much, or

more, than I do on tlie subject.

It is a good many jears ago—somewhere about 1890—since

I possessed the first pair of these Parrakeets, and I have

practically never T)eeu without them since. They are great

favourites of mine.

The cock is strikingly handsome in his adult plumage, and

the hen decidedly pretty in her more sober attire ; and besides

the cock has a liveh' little song, hence, piobablj', the German
name " The Singing Parrakeet."

With regard to the "adult plumage," I must mention that

the nest feathers, of the young cocks especially, are somewhat

lighter in tlie tints than the adult plumage, but the hens

change very little. The sexes are always distinguishable, even

when the birds are very young and the first few feathers

appear; this is an advantage, for there can never be any mis-

take as to the sexes as happens sometimes with other species.

I have bred Redrnmps under various conditions. My first

pair had a moderate sized aviary to themselves; but my best

results have been in a box-cage—about 3ft. long, 2ft. wide and

2ft. high—wired at the front only with half-inch wire, and

covered with a piece of felt for privac}'. The cage is about

3ft. from the ground, and made watertight with felt nailed on

the top, l)ack and sides, and stands in a position so that it gets

the morning sun and until nearly two o'clock in the afternoon.

In this box-cage, which stands out in the garden all the year

round without any further protection from the cold, wet or

heat than mentioned above, I have had between fifty and sixty

young reared and sold. This is the result from several pairs,

and I find one pair does as well in the cage as another.

The nest-boxes aie my own make, some Sin. long, Sin.

wide and izin. deep, anything about this size will do, as I do

not think Redrnmps are particular to an inch either way. In

the bottom of the nest-box at the back an ordinary wooden

bowl (similar to a cash bowl) about 6in. in diameter and 2|in.

deep is fixed, screwed, and the space round the bowl filled up
with cement or plaster. A bowl, or cavity of some kind is

necessary to keep the eggs from rolling about and thus get
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addled. I put two iiest-ljoxes in the cage in case the hen lays a

second clutch of eggs before the young of the preceding clutch

are ready to leave the nest. The two nest-boxes are fixed on

the left-hand side of the cage, near the roof, behind the felt

covering that part of the wire-netting. As it is necessary to-

see, now and then, what is going on in the nest-boxes, I make
a lid about Sjin. square in the liack of each box, towards the

top, and a corresponding lid a trifle larger in the side of the

cage, all opening outwards on hinges and closing with buttons;

inspection is then easy, when the hen is off the nest, without

disturbing the parents. Five eggs are generally laid per clutch,

but in 1906 I had fifteen in one clutch, all clear of course, being

too many to incubate. There are usually three Jiests each sea-

son, and I have reared eleven young from the same pair in one

season. The bottom of the cage is sanded, on drawers, and

cleaned out as required.

Food is an easy matter; a mixture of Canary' seed, white

millet, oats and a Utile hemp ; green food, chickweed and

groundsel, when in season, and plenty of it when there are

young to be fed.

It will be seen from these remarks the Redrump is easily

accommodated and a prolific breeder; too much so, perhaps, for

if he were not so easily satisfied, he would probably be thought

more of—as he deserves.

Success in breeding Parrakeets, larger than Budgerigars,

lies largely, I think, in housing each pair separately, and I am
persuaded that a box-cage, similar to the one I have described,

or a trifle larger, say 4ft. long, 2|ft. wide and 2|ft. high, would

be sufficient for almost any Parrakeet of the Redrump size;,

and I should not hesitate to try breeding, with probable success,

Parrakeets of the size of Rosellas, Pennants and the like, in a

similar box-cage, 5ft. long, 3ft. wide and 3ft. high. The only-

disadvantage I know is, that when there are three or four

young out of the nest, they are, with the parents, in rather

close quarters, and it is necessary, with species that have more
than one nest in the season, to remove the young as soon as

there are signs of illtreatment to them on the part of the

parent (the cock is generally the culprit) and another nest
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coming ou. If they are too young to cater for themselves,

remove the cock for a week or two, and leave them with the

hen to finish rearing. Then remove the young and put back

the cock, when another nest will probably be obtained. These

precautions are, of course, unnecessary when the parents do

not illtreat their young; but in any case remove the young as

soon as the}' can look after themselves.

*'H few points ou Birt)5 lEoQS."

By J. MCDONAGH, M.R.C.S., F.Z.vS., F.LvS.

These few points are culled from two cases recently put up

in the Natural History Museum, Ground Floor, at entrance

of fifth alcove ou the left.

1.

—

Structure :

{a). Yolk: That part of the egg where development begins;

it is enclosed in a membrane called the bitelline mem-

brane, thereby separating it from

{b). White. This forms the food of the developing chick, it is

thicker in parts, and these thickened bauds as they

real)}' are, are called chalazae. They pass between the poles

of the &gg and yolk serving to keep the latter in position.

{c). Outside the white is a fibrous shell membrane, consisting

of two layers with a small air chamber Ijetween, no air is

present in perfectly fresh eggs. This air accounts for the

depression on the white one sees when opening a hen's egg

for breakfast.

{d). 5'A^// generally consists of three layers, an iuner, middle,

and outer, made up chiefly of salts, and the absence or

presence of the salts of calcium in the outer layer modify

the character of this layer. When very poor in calcium

salts the shell is smooth and glossy, when rich in calcium

salts shell has rough and chalky appearance.

The colour of the shell depends on pigment layed

down in either middle or outer layers during the passage

of the egg along the oviduct.

Then comes a card showing the difference in thickness
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of the sliell contrasting the thin shell of Duck and the

thick shell of the Aepyorius, a large extinct bird of

Madagascar, giving the Ostrich's as an intermediate.

The next card contains an egg of a Tern to show the

various shades the one and the same pigment produces,

depending upon the depth at which the pigment is formed.

Superficial pigment dark and sharply defined, deep pigment

light and more or less bliirred.

2.

—

Number of eggs i^aid :

The eggs laid in one nest which are sat upon together

and hatched about the same time are called a clutch, their

number though tolerably uniform in each species, vary

greatly in different species.

Some have only one, others two, majority four or five.

Higher numbers are less common, but eight and twelve are

frequently found among Ducks and Rails, and even more

among some game birds.

Specimens illustrating the above facts are :

(a). Single egg of Manx Shearwater and Razorbill.

{d). Two eggs in Black Guillemot, ySwift and P-ing Dove.

(c). Three eggs in Oyster Catcher.

(d). Four eggs in Golden Plover and Common Sandpiper.

'((f). Five eggs in Kestrel and Robin.

(/). Higher numbers in Long-tailed Tits and Red-legged

Partridge.

3.—Form :

In form eggs vary from almost spherical to different

modification of elliptical or oval. The latter form in which

one end is smaller and more pointed than other is the

most frequent, and distinguishes eggs of birds from

reptiles. If there are man3' eggs in the nest it is obvious

that the conical form makes close packing more easy.

Where only two eggs aie laid they are seldom conical.

Eggs having a pyriform or pear shape are mostly those

of birds which lay four in a nest and are large in pro-

portion to size of bird. Their pointed ends being turned

inwards, they occupy as little space as possible and thus are

more easily covered by the brooding parent.
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A conical egg placed on the groiiiul or ledge of rock

is less liable to roll away from its place if disturbed than

one of a spherical form, a fact made use of in making

mechanical toys.

Cards illustrating form are :

(«/. Spheroidal : Scops' Owl, Tawny Owl, Green Bee-eater,

Diving Petrel.

(b). Elliptical : Nightjar, I^esser Pintailed Sand Grouse,.

Chatliam Island .Shag (most perfect).

(c). Biconical Sclavonian Grebe.

(rf). True Oval : Wild Turkey, Dipper, and Grey Parrot.

{e). Pyriform : Duidin Pheasant, Tailed Jacana (perfect).

A group of four I/apwing as in nest.

4.

—

Sizp: :

Size of egg has generally some relation to that of

parent bird. It also depends very much upon the degree

of development the 3'oung birds attain at time of

hatching.

In the case of birds in which the young are hatched in

a very itnniature and helpless state the eggs are relatively

small to size of parent. These birds usually build carefully

constructed nests to contain young brood during first period

of their existence.

When young are well clothed in down and can run

and feed themselves as soon as hatched, the eggs are large.

Such birds usually lay on the ground in imperfectly

formed nests.

Other circumstances seem to influence size of egg in

some cases. Thus Cuckoo, which lays in other bird's nests

much smaller than itself has eggs of a size nearly corres-

ponding to theirs and therefore relatively the smallest o

any of the class.

Cards illustrating above.

{a). Birds of about equal size with different sized eggs.

Curlew and Raven, former large, latter small.

Guillemot and Raven ,, ,,

Snipe and Blackbird ,, ,,

Mantell's Apteryxand Crowned Pigeon ,,
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•(b). Cuckoo in Meadow Pipit's nest.

(c). A card showing both extremes, the smallest egg of the

Humming Bird by the side of the Ostrich.

5.

—

Tkxturk of Surfack :

(a). Extremely smooth and polished.

(d). Smooth and glossy.

(c). Dull and chalky

{d). Calcareous film.

((?). Surface granular or pitted.

Specimens of

:

(a). Chilian Tinamou and Rufous Tinamou, just like glazed

porcelain.

(b). Great Black Woodpecker, Kingfisher, and Tinamou.

(c). Black-headed Ibis, Nicobar Megapode, and White-headed

Duck.

(d). Rough-faced Shag, Aui (outer chalky layer removed in

part exposing a slate blue surface).

Sclavonian Grebe (ditto, only exposing a white surface).

Guira, a parasitic bird, peculiar in that several hens lay

their eggs in one nest. Kggs are quite unique slate blue,

dotted over with white chalky raised spots giving the

aspect of some well knowu pottery.

Rosy Flamingo.

(e). Emu.

6.—Coi^ouR :

Colour has no relation to that of parent bird white is

probably the primary colour of birds as in reptiles.

Eggs of birds laid in holes either in earth or trees

entirely concealed from light are mostly white.

The larger number of eggs are variously coloured by
deposit of pigment on or near outer surface of shell, it

may be in irregular washes, blotches, more or less circular

spots or lines upon either a white or uniformly coloured

ground. The significance of the various modes of colour

is not understood at all at present.

It often happens that the different species of a natural

group of birds present a general similarity in the style of

colouration of their eggs, or in other words that nearly
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allied birds have similar eggs, but exceptions to this rule

are very numerous.

In certain cases there is evidenth' an adaptation of the

colour of the egg to their natural surroundings, for purpose

of concealment.

Though the greater number of species of birds lay eggs,

all of which are of tolerably uniform character, there are

some cases in which the eggs of different individuals of one

species are dissimilar,

(i).

—

Eggs at^l of onk uniform colour :

Virginian Colin, Snowy Owl, Bee-eater, Grey Parrot,

Spotted Woodpecker, Wryneck, Roller, White Stork,

Black Stork, and Whooper Swan, white.

Wild Duck, Grey Francolin, and Pheasant, brownish.

Cetti Warbler, red brown.

Pheasant-tailed Jacana, dirty dark brown.

Nightingale, brown.

Pied Flycatcher, white blue.

Common Redstart, Indian Mynah, White-throated Jay,

Thrush, Heron, and Glossy Ibis, blue.

[a). Clouded. Little Bustard, Black-tailed Godwit, Peregrine

Falcon, Sparrow Hawk, and Sandwich Tern.

{b). Blotched. Razor-bill, Ptarmigan, and Red Grouse.

U). Speckled. Red-legged Partridge, Jay, and Carrion Crow.

{d). Spotted. Black-breasted Hemipode, Pratincole, Black-

throated Diver, Common Sandpiper, Redshank, Golden

Oriole, Indian Wren Warbler, Willow Warbler, Great Tit,

Song Thrush, vSwift Tern, and Oyster Catcher.

(2).

—

Linear Markings :

Red-shouldered Starling, Crow-Blackbird, Indian Jacana,

and Guillemot.

(3).—ExAMpr^p:s OF Exceptions to genkrat. statement
that birds which build in holes are mostly uncoloured.

Nuthatch, Tree Creeper, and Jackdaw.

(4).

—

Similarity of eggs in a natural group of birds :

(a).—Icterine Warbler—Sykes Tree Warbler.

Olivaceous Warbler—Western Olivaceous Warbler.

Olive Tree Warbler—Melodious Warbler.
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(d).—Reed Bunting—Meadow Bunting.

Ortolan Bunting—Ciil Bunting.

Yellow Bunting—Corn Bunting.

(5).

—

DlssimiIvAR eggs in closely allied species :

Missel Thrush, vSong Thrush, and Blackbird.

Black Redstart (white) and Common Redstart (blue).

Pied Flycatcher (white and blue) and Spotted Flycatcher

(brown).

(6).—vSiMiivARlTY IN Ai^i, EGGS of One species :

Waterlien.

(7).—DissiMir^ARiTY IN AT^i, EGGS ofoucspecies :

Tree Pipit, Tree Sparrow, Fan-tailed Warblers and

Guillemot.

Milt) Birt) anO other Hviau Botes.
By the Hon. Mrs. SOMERSET Ward.

The house and grounds where we now live had been

uninhabited for many years and consequently had become a

happy home and retreat for Hawks and Magpies, so that it

was not very surprising to find how almost all the small birds

had disappeared. The few that remained kept away from the

house and hid themselves among the shrubs and bushes as if

afraid of being seen. The want of life and the silence were

very marked, now a happier state of things exists and life and

sounds are returning.

We brought with us some l''an-tailed Pigeons which had

their home in the stable 3'ard, but the Hawks that built in

the iv)-, covering parts of the dwelling house and the stables,

soon made havoc among them ; alighting on the wall above

the dove-cote and carrying off their prey in full daylight and

in sight of men moving about and working at no great

distance. One Hawk, attracted probably by the sight of birds

in a cage, actually perched on the hand rail of some steps

leading up from a grass plot to a sitting-room. 1 watched it

for some minutes before it flew away. vSince that time, three

years ago, their numbers have been considerably reduced and

only one pair of Kestrels is allowed to remain unmolested on
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the top of llie house. It must have been oue of these that

took up its position on the liack of a garden seat early one

morning this summer, close to my small aviary and a few yards

from the drawing room windows; I watched him and admired

his beautiful plumage as he sat motionless in the sunshine,

not doubting that he would make a sudden dash at the wires,

but he never took the least notice of the little birds and after

remaining there for some time, slowh' and carefully swung

liiinself down on to the grass and began pecking about, as if

looking for insects when the sudden opening of a window,

however, frightened him away. As we have neither game
preserves nor keepers I hope we may still be favoured with

friendly visits from these handsome birds occasionally.

Alluding to the aviary mentioned above, I regret to say it is

now empty. The six little foreign birds consisting of a pair

of CulLhroats, a female Cordon Blen and three other kinds of

Waxbills, were all found lying dead about a fortnight ago. It

is supposed that the heavy rains and constant damp weather

in November mnsl have been the cause, although they lived

through last winter and spring under the same conditions

without any injury and were in the best of health and

plumage when I left home in the middle of last month.

jfecDino auD Bcclnuatismt} jforciQii

By WESI.EV T. Page, F.Z.S.

(Continued Jroni page 241.7

Rape: Very few species of foreign birds will eat

either English, German, Winter or Summer Rape. I

have found the genus Serimcs take a little, and one or

two species of the South American Meadow Starlings
;

nievertheless a little is always included in my general

mixture, and a little is also scattered in the open flight

of aviary : here none is wasted, what the birds fail to

-eat sprouts and makes good green food and also cover
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for Quails, etc. So long as the seed is sweet, sound,

and free from dust, for birds in an outdoor aviary,

either kind may be given, but for birds in cages I

incline to the opinion that the kind usually sold as

German is the best. It is much smaller than Winter

Rape, and varies in colour from bright red to purplish.

Hemp: This is a valuable seed, but it should cer-

tainly be given, during warm weather, with modera-

tion, especially to caged birds ; with birds in the aviary

it is usually safe to keep separate hoppers of the

various seeds and leave the birds to follow their own
inclination. It is very fattening and stimulating, and

with birds only enjoying a limited amount of exercise

it should only be given freely when they are feeding

young. Good seed is glossy and dry, and the kernels

sweet and white. Do not accept seed which contains

any quantity of pale green grains.

Sunflower : Personally I prefer the white variety,

though I am of the opinion that this counts for but

little, providing that the seed is sweet and plump.

Grosbeaks and many Finches are very fond of this,

and for birds in the aviary it may be regularly given,

but for caged birds discretion must be used, as it is

oily and fattening.

The following seeds should only be used as occa-

sional items of the me7iu. With caged birds you soon

find out their tastes and they can then be used as lit

bits, when they appear mopey or a little out of con-

dition. As already stated, in the aviary nothing is

wasted, and a handful of seeds not regularly having a

place in the avian bill of fare is much appreciated by

the birds. As such the following may be used with

advantage.
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lyiNSEED or Flax : This also should be gloss}',

plump, and sweet ; reject any which is dusty.

NiGA or Inga : Personally I do not recommend
its use save very occasionally, and almost any seed,

not actually poisonous, may be so used, that is, in

small quantities at longish intervals. It enjoys so bad

a reputation that I have never used it, even as an occa-

sional item of the viejiu of my birds. A good sample

should be shiny black in colour and free from dust.

Teazle, Dandelion and Thistle : These are

more in use for British birds than foreigners, never-

theless some of the Cardinals and Finches take fairly

freely of them, and for such as will eat them, a small

quantity occasionalh^ makes a not unwholesome

change. These seeds seldom come to hand in a

thoroughly clean condition and should be well sifted

before being served out to the birds.

Maw Seed : Many species that will not touch

rape will eat a little maw seed, and it forms an agree-

able change, an important item with seed-eaters, for it

is none too easy to var\' their vieiui to any great extent.

A good sample should be of a bright blue colour.

Seed heads of Mignonette, Marigold, Lettuce,

Oats and Indian Corn, should be grown by all the fortu-

nate possessors of gardens, and in a half-ripe condition

are very valuable for all species of foreign birds.

Personally, with all the species of the FringillidiB

I have kept, speaking at random, certainly more than

loo species, I do not know of an exclusive seed-eater,

and in a state of nature, especially when feeding young,

insects are more or less freel)^ taken. Silverbills have

been declared by more than one writer to be exclusive

seed-eaters. I have both the African and Indian
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species and they come and contend with the Cardinals

etc., for the mealworms when such are thrown down,

and more, they usually manage to secure at least one

•each, even if they take itfrom the beak of a larger bird.

The domesticated Canary also, very soon acquires a

taste for the succulent mealworm, at any rate in the

aviary. Buntings, Cardinals, and Weavers should

have two or three mealworms daily, especially during

the moult. Spiders also can usually be obtained, even

by town and city folk, these should not be given too

profusely, as tliough very beneficial to all and es-

peciall}' to ailing birds, they appear to have a purgative

effect on most species, and the supply should be limited

accordingly, nevertheless while they are to be obtained,

two or three daih' will form a wholesome addition to

the birdy menu. Perhaps the best method of supply-

ing insect food, especially to Waxbills, Firefinches,

etc., is blighty foliage from any non-poisonous tree,

shrub, or hedge-row herbage; their condition and

glossy plumage will amply repa}^ you for the trouble

taken, and what healthful occupation it supplies to

these minute but charming occupants of our cages and

C. P. aviaries.

Green food is an important item of the diet of

all caged birds, and all the following maybe used with

advantage.

For Winter use, nothing surpasses lettuce, town

and city dwellers can always obtain the tender cabbage

lettuce, usually sold as French lettuce by most green-

grocers ; or failing this, a little ripe apple is freely eaten

b}'^ most species and wholesomely fills the gap ; as also

do oats, wheat and Canary seed, sown in shallow pans

and served to the birds when about two inches hisrh
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During that portion of the year when it can be

procured S07i?id a.nd free from frost, nothing surpasses

tufts of grass, and any non-poisonous garden and

hedge-row weeds ; these are nearly always infested

more or less with small bugs, lice and other insects,

and certainly play an important part in the well-being

of the birds. For such species as will not eat soft food,

it is highly important, and such should have a fresh

supply twice daily, as sucli green food plays an im-

portant part in the rearing of their young. When I

was a keeper of British birds some years ago, I was

very successful in breeding Bullfinches, this success

was preceded by almost continuous failure till I

adopted the practice of supplying the parent birds

with an unlimited supply of chickweed, groundsel,

and other weeds, fresh, two or three times a day.

Most species of the Fri)ioillida;, however, eat soft

food freely when feeding young, and partially rear

their young on this. As the suitable mixture has

already been given at the commencement of this paper,

nothing further is required here.

But before leaving this matter I would like to make my
attitude quite clear on the vexed question of egg or no egg.

Personally may attitude is, that it is neither necessary nor yet

desirable, for the following reasons:—For cage birds I con-

sider it too concentrated, stimulating, and fattening, and

with the most vigilant care a fragment sooner or later gets

left in some crevice, putrifies, and in that condition is little

short of poison to the unfortunate bird that picks it up.

Again, I'm a busy man, and under the necessity of giving my
birds a supply each morning, so that it is always in cage or

aviary 24 liours, even in the hottest weather; now whichever

is used, sterilized or fresh egg once damped, in hot weather

at any rate, putrification is very rapid, and in such a state it

is positively a danger in the aviary. The small death rate
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(already mentioned) in nn' aviary amply demonstrates that it

is not necessary, and the speed with which it putrifies tit

conjunction with iny small leisure, also demonstrates to ine

that it is undesirable.

On one point, however, I do venture to be assertive,

though I hope not dogmatic, and that is, that the soft

food mixture, varied and modified for the different

species as stated, will fully meet all requirements, and if

sudden exigences call for such extremes, will keep fresh

for 48 hours, even during the hottest weather we get

in this country. I must emphasise in connection with

these conditions, that the mixture must not be wet, but

only slightly moistened, i.e. in the phraseolog}'' com-

monly used " crumbly moist."

There are some species, that however freely they

may eat of the soft food, etc., for their own sustenance,

will only feed their )'oung on live insects. Such

fledgelings can only be reared at the cost of infinite

labour on the part of the aviculturist, and success is

almost hopeless if the birds form part of a mixed

series; iftheyliavea small enclostire to themselves,

they must have a supply of live insects every two or

three hours during daylight. To dwellers in rural

districts, live ants' cocoons, spiders, beetles, cock-

roaches, smooth caterpillars, small worms and plant

lice generally can usually be easily obtained, if the

supply is regularly kept up, will suffice for the success-

ful rearing of the brood, even town and city folk can

secure some of them at the expense of a little extra

labour and cash, and with the help of the almost always

obtainable mealworm they shotild not always have to

write failure after their efforts to assist such species to

rear their young to maturity. In a mixed series the

task is much more difficult, the supply must be given
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more frequently ; a good method is to fix a small glazed-

pan to the nest box, and in this place the insects ; as

a rule the birds will see that their preserves are not

poached upon, for when a small bird resolutely

asserts itself in defence of its home and progeny, even

much larger species refrain from open attacks. If I

have been wearisome and unduly lengthy in the fore-

going details, u\y desire to make them of practical use,

even to the tyro, must be my excuse.

The concluding portion of the article I hope I shall be

able to write for the next issue, so that it will be inclusive in

the one volume, and will deal briefly with Parrots and Parra-

keets— Fruit and Pollen-eating Birds and Parrots. Insecti-

vorous Birds, and lastly Doves, Quails, etc.

{To be continued).

lEMtorial.

THE SCALY - HEADED WEAVER BIRD [Spowpipes

sqnaiiiijrons). The ex-

cellent figure accoinpanj'-

mg these notes was drawn

l)y Mr. Goodchild at the

late I,. C. B. A. Show, from

Mrs. I^eslie Miller's very

fine specimen, aptly

illustrating how beautiful

a bird may Ije, when
practicall}' only a study

in one colour. Mr. Good-

child has drawn the bird

in a characteristic atti-

tude with the feathers of

the crown raised ; the

scaling however is

equally distinct when tlie

bird is in repose, and has

SCALY-HEADED FINCH.

From Cage Birds.

By comiesy of the Publisher.
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a quaintly beautiful effect. It is well off for popular names, viz..

Scaly-feathered Weaver Bird and Scaly-headed Finch, as well

as the one at the head of these notes. It ranges freely over

South Africa, being very numerous on the banks of the Orange

River.

Adui<T Mai,K : Forehead and crown, brown-black with

each feather with a narrow whitish-brown margin ; the entire

upper surface of body, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, sides of

head and face, light brown ; remaining wing-coverts,

secondaries, and tail feathers, brown-black with whitish-brown

margins ; flights, brown with paler margins ; cheeks, throat

and under surface of body, white, washed with grey on the

sides of the breast and flanks, and on the breast with fawn-

colour ; beak, pinkish ; legs and feet, flesh-colour. Total

length 4^ inches, tail if.

Adult Fkmai,e : .Similar, but a little smaller and not quite

so rich in colour. Total length 4 inches, tail I5. From various

writers, including Captain Shelley and vStark, we gather that

they are very abundant on the banks of the Orange River, and

congregate in small flocks, frequenting the bushes and

mimosa trees that fringe the river banks. On the Limpopo

River they are not so numerous, and build in June and July,

whereas on the Orange River they build in March and April.

While they perch freely, apparently the whole of their food

(grass seeds and small insects) is obtained on the ground.

Their disposition is active and vivacious, noisy, and when

feeding keep up a constant quibbling with one another. They

are as tame and fearless as Passer doniesticus, frequenting the

houses aiad kraals and feeding with the poultrx', etc. The nest,

an untidy looking domed structure, the entrance of which is

concealed by projecting grass stems, is built in a bush, from

three to ten feet above the ground ; it is thickly lined inter-

nally with feathers or down. According to Stark the eggs are

usually four or five in number, and vary both in shape and

colour ; the ground colour is pale greenish-blue and thickly

marked with blotches and scrawls of brown and rufous.

A handsome cage or aviary bird.



BREEDING SWAINSON'S LORIKEETS: Miss Rosa Little

writes me that after many failures she has succeeded in rearing

a Swainson's Lorikeet. About two years ago there appeared a

sliort article from her pen in Bird Notes, describing the parents

of the young bird.

•'The first egg was laid on January 13th, 1907, the second about the

" 15th, both were fertile but only one was reared, which is still doing well.

"They are now (December 7th, 1907), sitting again and I hope this time

" will hatch out two birds. I believe I am the first person who has bred

"any of these birds in England for the last 30 years."

I do not know of any such occurrence since the one re-

corded in Notes on Cage Birds {second series), and Miss Rosa

Little is certainly to be congratulated on her success. I atu

sure it would be most interesting if .she would write fuller

details of the event.

BIRD FEROCITY: Mr. Stuart Dove, of Launceston, Tas-

mania, records in current issue of Nature Notes, the journal of

the Selborne Society, an instance of bird ferocity, which

occurred during a day's tramp in the l)usli which a friend and

hiuKself enjoyed.
"Late in the afternoon we were proceeding along a timbered ridge

near the South Esk River, when our ears were assailed by the shrieking

notes of a bird, which at first we took to be those of a garrulous Honey-

eater, but louder and more continuous than usual. As the noise went on

we scanned the horizontal limb of a gum-tree under which we were pass-

ing, and from which apparently the notes proceeded, but could see

nothing. After listening a minute or two the sound seemed to come from

near the foot of the tree, and my companion went over to a clump of fern

which grew against the butt, and after glancing down called to me. I

joined him, and this is what we saw: Two Grey Butcher-birds on the ground

amid the bracken, locked in deadly conflict, and quite unable to rise ; one

was stretched on his back with the beak partly open, and was calling

loudly for mercy; the other was lying upon him with the hooked point of

the long, cruel beak driven in just behind the base of his shrieking

brother's mandible, his left foot clasping the other's wing joint, while his

right foot was clutching the cheek of the lower bird near the point where

the beak was driven in. My friend raised them in his hands, and they

could offer no resistance so firmly were they interlocked. While thus

held I took a short stick and pushed back the point of the beak until the

hook was clear of the bone in the head behind which it was driven, thus

enabling it to be withdrawn. It was only after several attempts that this

clearance was effected, and then the stick had to be employed to unclasp

the talons from the wing-joint into which they were driven. .So deadly
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was the grip of botli claw and bill that tlieie is no doubt both birds would

have perislied iiiiseral)ly had we not been fortunate enough to discover

them in time. After separation they showed their gratitude by biting

fiercely at my friend's fingers. On being liberated the first one imme-
diately made towards the creek, to slake the burning thirst engendered by

the lieat of conflict ; the other was carried some distance and then allowed

to escape among the trees. Both were in splendid plumage^, and probably

this season's birds.

A somewhat similar instance was witnessed when we were on a caravan

tour round the east coast of Tasmania several summers ago. While on

the road near Gould's Country we were attracted by the novel spectacle of

an animated ball of brown and greyish feathers by the way side. My
friend stepped quietly up to the object and raised it in his hands, when it

proved to be nothing less than a couple of hen Superb Warblers engaged

in the stress of battle and squeaking so fiercely that we were neither seen

nor heard until they lay in our hands.* They were allowed to fly after

giving them time to cool down, and when they left, were no doubt, sadder

and wiser birds !

"

* The same thing occurs with many EJiiglisli species,

particular!}' among the Buntings. Chaffinches, cock and hen,

fight so fiercely when pairing that I have on more than one

occasion picked them up locked tightly together, and when
released have immediateh' renewed the combat; but once the

hen is mastered all this ceases; of course quite a different

occurrence to that witnessed by Mr. Dove and his friend.

However, such circumstances are not unique among our native

birds.

JAVA SPARROW + SILVERBILL HYBRID: Miss Drum-
niond of Errol, N.B. sends me a few notes of the rearing of the

above Hybrid in her aviary. It will dotibtless interest many of

our members; it certainly must be numbered among the un-

likely cases of hybridisation, the difference as to size, etc., being

much more striking than in the Hybrid Mannikin for instance,

reared in my aviary last year.

"Probably the account of a Grey Java Sparrow x Silverbill Hybrid
" may iuterest some of the members. Three were hatched last February,

"but only one was reared, it is a male and a verj' fine bird, with the body
" colouring of the Silverbill. In size it is fully as large as the Java, but is

"slimmer, the beak is pinkish, there is a broad black patch on the cheeks
" and another on the throat ; the tail is black. The Hybrid is now nesting

" with an ugly little Spice Finch, the two form a great contrast, and I hope
"tlieremaybe some result from this double cro.ss. They have built a
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"spherical nest, with a hole in front, in a high warm corner of the inner

"portion of the aviary, choosing- a gorse bush as the site. A second

" attempt by the Java and Silverbill has ended in the death of the latter

"only two days ago (viz., Jan. 5th, 1908). The Java is now mingling with

"his own kind, whom he had deserted for over a year."

A very interesting record and I believe the first occasion on

which a li)l)rid between tliese two species lias been reared.

From the description given it nitist be a handsome bird. I fear

however there is little prospect of any result from the dotible

cross. Another featnre is the early period of the year (Feb. 1907)

the hybrid was hatched. I have come across several experiences

of my own and others recently in which yonng have been

liatched and reared during this period of the year. This past

year for instance I know of more than one case in which the

principal breeding results were crowded into February and

March.

INDIAN SUN-BIRDS: This lovely little bird is not .so easy

to keep as m any
other members of

the family NEC-
TARINIl).^, but

by the aid of pure

honey and milk sop

containing either

M e 1 1 i n s' Food or

vScott's Emulsion it

should not present

a n y insuperable

difficult}' providing

it is secure from

draught, combined

with plen ty of light

and fresh air. Well

sweetened stewed

fruit will also help

to vary its diet;

blight}' sj-rays of foliage from some non-poisonous plant should

also be supplied and also during the summer freshly gathered

flowers for them to extract the nectar therefrom.

INDIAN SUNBIRD.
From Cage Birds.

By courffsy of ihe Publisher.
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Unfortunateh' I ouiiUed to take any detailed notes of the

plumage of Mr. Maxwell's beautiful specimen, whose metallic

plumage is quite typical of this gorgeousiy arrayed family.

Here are a few notes gathered somewhat liaphazard from

Jerdon's " Birds of India." Speaking of Leptocoma zeylonica

he sa^-s : It may be seen in every garden flitting from flower to

flower, it builds a neat nest of grass, vegetable fibres. Spider's

web sometimes, with a hole at the side near the top, over-

shadowed by a canopy of the same materials; the eggs are

usually two in number and of a pale greenish colour with small

dusky spots. It feeds on the honey of flowers and the small

insects which infest them. Speaking of A. asiatica he states it

feeds partly on the nectar of flowers, but a good deal on in-

sects, small cicadellge, flies, spiders, &c.

From Jerdon's notes of the various species it is ver}' clear

that flies, and especially spiders with other minute insect life

forms a large portion of their dietaiy, and I am rather inclined

to doubt if honey alone would insure them a very lengthy life.

Jerdon quoting Blyth states that many are taken at Calcutta

by bird-lime for sale, and that they can be kept alive for many
days on sugar and water, honey or fruit jam.

jforeiGU BirDs at the X.CB.B. Show.

One of the best collections of foreign birds seen on the

show bench of recent years was gathered together at the

Horticultural Hall on December 6th and 7th ult. As the writer

judged, no critique will be attempted, also as the matter is now

almost ancient history, only a record of results will be given

for reference, with a brief concluding notice of the rarer and

more uncommon exhibits. The liberal classification provided

resulted in a large varied entry, viz., 127.

BUDGKKIGARS, A. S. OF I.OVKBIRDS AND HANGING PaRKAKEKTS (5):

I, Mrs K. L. Miller, Blue-wiiiged Lovebirds ; 2, Mrs. C. Cooper, Yellow

Budgerigars, very tight and of good colour; 3, 4, F. Howe, nice pair ot

Yellow Budgerigars. The most noteworthy exhibit in this class, a nice pair

of rare Guiana Lovebirds, was unfortunately robbed of its award (first), by

an unfortunate clerical error on the judge's part. The award was given to

the Guiana Lovebirds, but was unfortunately placed opposite No. i instead
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of oppoj^ite No. 2 on liis slip. When the error was discovered the owner of

No. I was quite willing- to forego the prize, bnt the L.C B.A. officials, ulti-

mately and rightly, upheld the rule " that judge's slips must not be altered

after being handed in."

Pakrakkkts, I.oriks, Lokikkkts, etc. (i6) : A fine, varied, and interest-

ing- arrnj', tlie gorgeous plumage of many of the exhibits being quite a

feature of the section, i, W. Cook, rare lilack-crowned I,ory, will be a

glorious bird indeed when it has passed through another moult; z, H. E.

Cooper, the well-known pair of Red-vented Rlue Bonnets, in fine condition;

3, C. Cooper, Barnard Parrakeets, an attractive pair; 4, G. W. Leavers, nice

Senegal Parrot; ex.4, K. J,. Miller, good pair Many-coloured Parrakeets;

vhc, Conway-Gordon, good Ceram or Chattering I-ory ; he, Frostick, Alexan-

drine Parrakeet, good colour, very sleek and tight; c, T. Miller, K. I,.

Miller, Cooper, Dewhurst, Brammer ; also exhibited very fine Chattering

Lor3', a well-known wiinier, not yet through the moult, and a pair of un-

common Crimson I,ories, which were puffy when the judging took place.

PAUKor.s, Cockatoos, Macaws, etc. (8): i, Mrs K. Leslie Miller, silver

medal, rare and unique Dusky (or Violet) Parrot, in very finest condition,

a most interesting and chastely coloured exhibit; 2, J. Tyson, very nice

Grey, quite an accomplished linguist; 3, C. Cooper, very good Blue and
Yellow Jlacaw

; 4, W. Salisbury, nice Grey, also a good talker; c, Mrs

Summer; also exhibited Moluccan Cockatoo, attracting much attention by

its varied and fluent utterances.

Thb Common Waxbili.s, Weavers, etc. (12 : i, F. Howe, St. Helena

Waxbills, quite the finest we remember to liave seen ; 2, Mrs.Warren Vernon,

silver medal, Zebra Waxbills, good colour, very tight; 3, Meadows, good pair

Green Avadavats; 4, Maxwell, very good Khodesian Ribbon Finches, larger

than the common species; vhc, Mrs Cooper; he, Townsend, Hodgson; c,

Howe, Hodgson, and Partridge.

Again an apt illustration of what a l)eautifnl .series may be

tept, without going outside the cheap and freely imported

species.

A.O. Spicciks of Waxbili.s, Mannikins, etc. (12): i, F. Howe, Violet-

eared Waxbills, very rich in colovir, sleek and tight, quite one of the best we
have seen ; 2,3, Mrs K. L. Miller, Sydney Waxbill, a beautiful, softly coloured

bird and Melba Finch, a nice bird, but not quite so bright as some we have

seen ; 4, S. M. Townsend, good pair of the prettily-marked Rufous-backed

Mannikin ; vhc, M. B. Partridge, White Java Sparrows, very pure and tight

;

he, Mrs K. L. Miller; c, Maxwell, .Shiers, and Cooper.

Grassfinches, Weavers, etc. (12); i, Mrs K. L. Jliller, Scaly-crowned

Weaver bird, an uncommon exhibit (which however bids fair to become

rather common) in perfect condition, a prettj', quietly clad bird, in a pleasing

array of browns, the feathers of the fore crown being black, edged with

brown, standing out very distinctly, and from which the bird takes its name
" Scaly-crowned "

; 2, 3, Mrs Warren Vernon, nice pairs of Diamond Finches
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and Queen Whydahs, in the order named
; 4, vlic, Maxwell, Queen Whydah,

just beginning to show signs of going- out of colour ; lie, Mrs K. ly. Miller;

c, S. M. Tovvnsend, F. Howe and Hodgson.

Grosbeaks, True Finches, Buntings, Cardinals, etc, (12): A most
interesting class, containing several rare and uncommon exhibits, of whicli

I believe the I,avender-backed Finch and Black-faced Serin to be new to the

show bench this season: i. Maxwell, Lavender-backed Finch, very tight iii

feather and of good colour. This diminutive Finch is a handsome little

fellow and a fair songster ; 2, Mrs Galloway, Black-faced Serin, a lovely bird

in very finest condition, its plumage being a pleasing arrangement of Canary
yellow, greens and blackish

; 3, Mrs Cooper, Black-headed Siskin, an un-

common exhibit
; 4, S. M. Townsheud, nice Quail Finch; vhc. Maxwell,

Sepoy Finch, an uncommon exhibit, the natural colour of the cock is a fiery

geranium red, but in captivity they moult into orange-yellow: he, E. W.
Harper, Mrs. K. I,. Miller, S. M. Townseiui ; c, W, Cook, nice Nonpareil

Bunting and Indigo Buntings out of colour.

Tanagers {16}: A new departure and worth a long journey to see; for

gorgeous and irridesceut plumage the Tanagers are almost unsurpassed.

Tlie Superbs alone—quite apart from the rarer species— were a feast of

beauty. Mr Dewhurst's specimen being very rich in colour (colour-fed).

The Festive Tanager, a lovely bird of rich, grass green var. with black on
the upper surface, top of head, rich, blue and sides of face, golden-chestnut

;

a first appearance on the show bench; i, 2, 4, Maxwell, Festive, Black-

backed, and Maioon Tanagers, in the order named, a grand team
; 3, equal

4, S. M. Tovvnsend, silver medal, with superb specimens of Magpie and
White-capped Tanagers; vhc. Miller and Millsum ; he, Mrs Warren Vernon
and Townsend ; c, Dewhurst and Shepherd, each with very fine specimens of

Superb and Scarlet Tanagers. Too great praise cannot be bestowed on
every exhibit in this class, and judging them was a thankless and difficult

task indeed.

SUGAR Birds, Honey-Eatkrs, etc. (6) : A small class, but of rare beauty,

two of them, the Indian Sun Bird and Black-faced Sugar Bird being de-

cidedly rare ; I, Maxwell, Indian Sun Bird, a smallish bird of great beauty,

the whitish undersurface lighting up to the irridesceut plumage of the upper
surface, a unique and beautiful exhibit; 2, Townsend, Black-faced Sugar
Bird, an equally beautiful and rare exhibit, sleek and tight in plumage, one
of the largest of the Sugar birds, it certainly is not the least beautiful of

this exquisite family; 3, T. Miller, very fine Gold-fronted Green Bulbul; 4,

vhc, Townsend, good pair of quaint Japanese Lestnops, and a Green Bulbul.

A. O, Spkcies not included in above classes (13): The feature of this class

was of course the King Bird of Paradise—not the specimen which has been
winning in the provinces—an exhibit of rare beauty, in very fine condition

and well shown. Its glowing plumage cannot be described, neither could

same be appreciated in the limits of an exhibition cage; i, C. T. Maxwell
King Bird of Paradise, a grand exhibit, without a flaw; 2, DeVon, immature
Bower Bird; very rare and attractive; 3, Millsum, Black-throated Chinese
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Laughing Thrusli, an uncommon exhibit, in very fine condition
;
a bold

handsome fellow: 4, Mrs Warren Vernon, Bronze-lieaded Xroupial, a beau-

tiful exhibit, very tight and silken ; vhc, Townsend, Mrs Warren Vernon,

and Bromwich ; he, Miss Shepherd; c. Miss Shepherd and Withers Bros.

Hybrid: Cancelled, only one entry.

mkmbp:ks' CLASSKS.

Skkd-katers (5): I, Mrs Cooper; 2, Mrs Warren Vernon; 3, Payne; he,

Dewhurst.

iNSBCTivoRous (7) : I, vhc, Dewhurst ; 2, c, Mrs Vernon
; 3, Cook ; he,

Howe.

The following were uiostlx', I believe, exhibited for the first

time :
—
Guiana Love liirds .. Owner, Mi O. Millsum

Violet or Dusky Parrot ... ,, Mrs Leslie Miller

Black-capped Lory ... ., Mr W. Cook
Lavender-backed Finch ... ,, IVIr C. T. Maxwell

*Black-faced Serin ... ,, Mr E. Galloway

Festive Tanagper ... ,, Jlr C. T. Maxwell
tindiau Sun Bird ... ,, Mr C. T. Maxwell

Black-faced Sugar Bird .. ,, Mr S. M. Townsend
"King- Bird of Paradise ... ,, Mr C. T. Maxwell
Black-throated Laughing- Thrush ,, Mr O. Millsum

* Has appeared previously in the provinces,

t Doubtful, several species have been previously exhibited.

Tlie Chib Medals for " Best Birds " in clas.ses for :

Love Bird, Parrakeet and Parrot ... ... Mrs. K. Li'^smk Miller.

AVaxbill, Weaver and Finch Classes ... ... Mrs. Wakkkn Vkknon.

Tanager, Sugar Bird and A. O, Species ... Mr. S. M. 'J'ownsend.

(loriespouDence.

AVIARY NOTES I'ROM BALLYWALTER PARK.

Sir,—In reply to yotir enqniry, I am sorry to say this year

has been a faihire as regards nesting, for which I think the

abnormally wet and cold season has been mainly responsible.

Most of the birds, including Canaries, Cnlthroats, Bull-

finches, Cordon Blens, Gold-breasted and Orange-cheeked Wax-

bills, and Cardinals, built nests, and laid full clutches, but they

came to nothing. In some cases they hatched out, but the

chicks were all drowned or peri.shed with the cold.

The general health of the established birds has been good

and there have been very few losses, in spite of the unfavour-

able weather conditions. Tliey are all in my outdoor aviary

and are looking very well and fit.
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The Califoniiaii Quails which have nested with me every

j'ear, have made no attempt to do so this year. The Nicobar

Pigeons, which were in my possession four or five years before

they nested, have laid several eggs l)ut have not hatched out.

The 3'oung Nicobar which was hatched in Jul}-, 1905, has not yet

come into mature plumage, it is much more of a red-bronze

hue and not nearly so green as that of the adult birds, and the

white tail is still lacking. The nest is simply a few sticks laid

together, either in a rocker\' or the ground, or on the top of

a stump

Cockatiels which usually do well with me, have laid dozens

of eggs, but have not hatched out a siugie chick.

I fear in very many aviaries results have been small this

year. (I^fidy) N. L. F. Dunlkath.

A SCARLET TANAGKR\S EvSCAPADE.
Sir,— I have received the following in a letter from my

friend, Dr. Walker, which I think will be of interest to the

readers of " Bird Notes."

" And now I am going to tell you of the romance of a

Scarlet Tanager, which you can take if }ou like as a high

testimonial to the stamina of the bird you sold me earlier in the

year. Whilst I was from home in the end of September,

Sheffield had its first week of fogs for the present season. If

you have not felt one similar you cannot guess what it tastes

like. It came unusually early and unexpected. My maid who
looks after the birds in my absences did her best, but un-

fortunately a Pekin Robin (female) first succumbed. That was
the one which nested earlier in the j'ear. A green female

Budgerigar went same road, and the morning before our

return, when the maid opened the shutters between the closed

and open parts of the outside aviar}' out fluttered the vScarlet

Tanager, who was always first in the morning, and fell on the

ground apparently dead. The maid picked it up, took it out and

laid it (seemingh' lifeless) on the table of the summer house.

When she went to look at it again it was gone and she fancied

a cat must have taken it.

^lore than a week later I heard that a Scarlet foreign

bird had come to live on estate, more than a niiie from



320

here, and was to be seen three or more times a day among the
plum and other fruit trees. Next day I heard its call and had
the pleasure, after answering its call, to see my Scarlet Tanager
flying about wild, evidently in the enjoyment of grand health

and spirits in spite of most inclement weather. It was worth
the price of the bird to see it living wild and in such magni-
ficent form and plumage. But I meant to keep him in the

grounds if possible and I learned that he was mostly to be

heard either there or in next door. I knew his

favourite tit-bit was a wasp grub so these were supplied on a

likely spot at the same time each day to insure his visits when
fruit became scarce ; the gardener and my.self set about
devising means for his recapture. He is again safely lodged
in my aviary in splendid form, though he did look glum as I

brought him home in a little cage and seemed to any " Done
again." But just imagine a bird like that on the loose in the

month of October for upwards of a fortnight in such weather
as we then had and not a scrap the worse, but if possible really

seeming better. I don't mind how many more of the same sort

I can get. A few of them about a fruit garden must be a

lovely spectacle. I find that next to wasp grubs and meal-

worms he loves a pear better than bananas or oranges."

When we realise the fact that this bird lived in cold, wet,

foggy weather all on its own for 14 days and was not fed, a few
wasp grubs being all that was used to entice it to the spot

dail}', and the lovely condition when captured, we can but say

that this is yet another instance of the hardy and robust

character of many species of Tauagers, which really do better

outdoors than in the birdrooni. The bird mentioned above was
moulted outdoors in my open aviary. O. Mii.t,sum.

poet riDoitcin IRcports.
(yic/e Rules).

Rock Rosa Parrakkkt. (M. A. IMcWilliam). Cause of death,
Seplicsemia. In your letter you staled "hen." However,
I found it to be a male.

Java vSparrow. (Lady Ellen Dunn). Cause of death, vSepti-

csemia.

SUPKRB Tanagkr. (W. H. Foster). Cause of death, vSepti-

ctemia.

Hkn SkngaIv ParrakekT. (James T. Porteous). Double
pneumonia, motUilar disease of the liver indicating vSeptic
h'ever.
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ZTbe riDoustacbe iparrakeet.

Palceornis javanicus-laihami.

By Wesi^EY T. Page, F.Z.vS.

The plate acconipaiiyiug these notes is a photograph from

a drawing from life, by Mr. J. C. Park, of birds owned by onr

esteemed member, Mr. F. Soniers, M.R.C.V.S., and which are

evidently in finest possible condition, having been winners at

several Northern Shows. This species has qnite a number of

vulgar names, viz. : Javan, Banded, Whiskered, and Red-breasted

Parrakeet, as well as the title at head of these notes, while it is

almost as well off for scientific sj'nonyms, the species being

alexandri, fasciatus, pondicerianus, osbeckii, niistaceus, while it has

been in turn relegated by various writers to the ^^ner a.psiltacus

and Palceornis ; iis German A&s\gi\a.Wou.hQ\u^ Der alexaiider.

sittick von Java.

Several species and local races are known as the Moustache

Parrakeet, and the opinion of Parrot lovers is very variable as

to its attractive qualities or otherwise. Canon Button, who has

possessed two specimens considers them ver}' unattractive,

though tame and gentle, and not so noisy as the Bengal Parra-

keet. Bechstein testifies to its being a fine talker, which others

have endorsed, while fully as many find it dull, stupid and un-

attractive ; amply illustrating the amount of individualism there

is among Parrots of every species. Personally I am of the

opinion that almost every species will talk a little, if pains be

taken with them, though javanicus is not so teachaljle as

torqnatus. Nevertheless, when in condition it is a fine and

handsome species and not diflScult to keep in health. A staple
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mixture of canary, hemp, millet, and oats ; with a piece of

biscuit (dry), ripe fruit, a few nuts, cuttlefish, and, of course,

water, will keep this species lookinoj very fit and well ; while

slops, messes, and table scraps will soon make it look a miser-

able and disreputable creature.

Description : Upper half of body, darkish grass green ;

head and cheeks, yellowish-grey ; nape and back of neck,

brighter green ; throat and breast, vinous red ; remainder of

imder surface, yellowish green ; underside of tail, yellow ; a

broad, black moustachial streak adorns the lower part of the

face, while a narrower black streak extends from the upper

mandible to the eye and from the eye to the nape ; the beak is

red ; legs and feet greyish-pink. A similar species or race has

the whole of the under surface yellowish-green.

As there is so little difference between the Javan Parrakeet

and its Indian congener, I have placed both the specific names

at head of these notes. They certainly are not as noisy as some

of their more talkative cousins, but they are docile, gentle,

and handsome in appearance.

So far they have not been bred in captivity in this country,

but there appears to be no reason why they should not do so,

providing a fairh' spacious aviary could be given up to them.

Under such conditions when climbing and flying about, this

species and man\' others make a fine spectacle indeed. In most

towns and cities we have neighbours to consider, who are uot

aviculturists, and have neither sympathy nor patience with our

lunacy, and so with us Platycerci has the greater opportunities

to distinguishingitself in reproducing its kind, while Palceomis

is more or less neglected. There is an opportunity for our

country members at least to earn a certificate by breeding this

species.
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mestiiiG motes for 1907.

By R. SuGGiTT.

I think everyone will agree with me that the past summer
has been an exceptionally discouraging one for avicnlturists

who keep their birds in the open. The loss of many a promising

nest of youngsters is undoubtedly attributable to the continuous

cold weather and heavy rains. My record however is uot

altogether one of failure; I had one or two successes, but they

were in no way out of the ordinary.

A pair of Yellow Sparrows [Passer Inteus) reared four

broods of two, four, two and three respectively, all of which

reached maturity.

This was really an achievement for a single pair of birds.

The Yellow Sparrow is worthy of inclusion in every mixed

collection of birds.

These birds are most prolific breeders, but of course they

will not rear young without a liberal supply of live food.

Given a fair opportuuity they will have at least four broods

during the summer. Four eggs is the normal clutch.

Three }'Oung Spice Finches left their nest on August 25th,

and when I disposed of them in January, 190S, they had almost

got their adult plumage. The female parent was aviary bred.

Cutthroats and Silverbills reared as usual a fair number of

young, but as Cutthroats invariably, and Silverbills usually,

choose for a nesting site a cocoa-nut husk or Hartz cage under

cover, heavy rain or." cool weather does not materially affect

them. In the summer of 1905, a pair of Indian Silverbills built

a nest in a rather thin hedge and reared a fine brood of four

young ones, but this is the only case in my experience in which

a Silverbill's nest has been made in such a situation.

A pair of Aurora Finches built no fewer than seven nests

during the spring and .summer. I discovered the first one in a

cigar nest-box, about the middle of March, when they must

have been sitting a considerable time as the contents of the

eggs were dried up. When I took the eggs away another nest

was immediately started upon.
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Young birds were hatched on the second, and all the suc-

ceeding attempts, but although I did everything possible to

assist theparents to rear them I was always disappointed. One

clutch reached the age of fifteen days before they died, and

they had scarcely commenced to feather. At this age the young

Aurora Finch has a dark brown skin, grey nesting down, black

beak, and a bright blue gape line.

A solitary young Common Avadavat came out of a rain-

sodden nest, before it was fully fledged. I found the poor

little mite shivering at the Ijottom of the bushes, and replaced

it in the nest several times, but all to no pi:rpose. It was dead

the next morning.

This was the last chance of success with the Avadavats, my
three hens shortly afterwards being murdered by a Spotted

Firefinch.

A pair of Cordon-Bleus succeeded in hatching their eggs

twice, but in both cases the young ones died before they were

able to leave the nest.

Green Avadavats, Orange-breasts and vSt. Helena Waxbills

built several nests, but nothing ever left them except the old

birds.

Both the Common Waxbill and the Orange-cheek some-

times make their nests on the ground, well concealed among

the long grass, and a male of the former and a female of the

latter mated, and built several such nests. In one case young

were hatched, but they shared the common fate of the other

j'oung Waxbills.

I ma}' say here that a Waxbill of any kind has never been

reared in my aviary.

A cock Red-backed Bunting {Emberiza rutila) mated with

a hen Lapland Bunting. She built a neat nest amongst some

hay, under a clump of ivy. Her first egg was broken, and for

the second I substituted that of a Greenfinch, but she never

laid again, and two or three mornings later I found her dead.

The eggs were very small for the size of the bird and resembled

those of a vSkylark, but with much warmer brown markings.

In March a cock Nonpariel Bunting chose for a mate a
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small hen Canary. She laid several clutches of eggs, but all

were infertile, afterwards the Nonpariel was jilted for a vSiskin,

but no young hybrids were reared.

A pair of Red-headed Finches, which I obtained early in

October, laid several eggs in various places but they never

seemed to be in earnest, and did not attempt to hatch anj' of

them.

The hen of a pair of American Thrushes, (probably 7'urdiis

murimis) built a nest on the top of a Hartz Cage, and laid two

eggs; but as I never saw the cock take the slightest interest in

the proceeding, the eggs were, as I expected, infertile. 1 intend

to give an account of these birds shortly.

It is particularly disappointing to find, after the winter is

over, a quantity of odd unpaired birds on hand; misfortunes

and accidents seem to occur more frequently in the winter. I

need not give more than two typical instances. During one of

the ver}' severe frosts in January, 1907, a particularly fine cock

Rufous-tail Grassfinch had his feet so badly frozen, that after-

wards his toes came off and, as he could not perch, I was obliged

to kill him. One morning I found a hen Pileated Finch, which

I am almost certain would have nested during the next summer,

on the floor of the aviary, scalped and dying ; no doubt a

prowling cat was the cause.

Cats, I am prepared to admit, are very useful animals, so

long as they confine their attentions to mice, but I strongl}'

object to their sitting on the top of the aviary at night, watch-

ing the birds dash wildly from side to side. I have my own
method of dealing with them, a method which once employed,

distinctly discourages a second visit.



326

jfccMuG nut) Bccliinatisina jforeion

By WESI.KY T. PAGE, F.Z.S.

fConlinuedJrom page 310.^

PARROTS & PARRAKEETS.

Grey Parrots, Amazons, Cockatoos, Macaws, and

the larger Parrakeets (so-called) do well on a mixture

of wheat, canary seed, hemp, sunflower, oats and dari,

in the proportion of one part each of hemp and sun-

flower and two parts each of the others. Ripe

fruit should be given daily, and the following can be

given at intervals to vary the diet : Nuts (shelled wal-

nuts are as good as any, and also economical owing to

all being eaten, consequently there is no waste, as is

the case with most kinds), plain biscuits (dry). Green

food, and a little raw carrot or boiled potato (dry)

should give an ample range and also suppl}^ a varied

and wholesome nieiuc for the above groups.

Amazons, Cockatoos, and Macaws will be the

better for maize being added to the seed mixture, and

also for a little boiled maize once or twice a week,

especially with an ailing bird or one in poor condition ;

however, care must be exercised in its use, as it soon

turns sour, and a careful watch nuist be kept that stray

particles are not left about, or trouble will follow if

such are eaten.

The other genera Platycerci, etc., will thrive on a

simple mixture of canary, millet, hemp and oats, one

part hemp to three parts of the other kinds. A larger

portion of hemp can be given with advantage during

the winter months to birds confined in outdoor aviaries.

Nothing more will be required, save fruit and green
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food. The above dietary I have always found ample for

the rearing of young birds to maturity, but during the

breeding season the supply of green food must be

ample and fresh. During the moult I always throw

the Broadtails and other Grass Parrakeets a few meal-

worms, and at other times a few occasionally are rather

a help than otherwise ; that is, for those enjoying the

semi-liberty of an outdoor aviary.

The genus Brotogerys are best kept on a plain diet

of canary seed, of course with green food and such

fruit as they will eat. Hemp should only be given in

strictly limited quantity and mostly during the cold

season, or with caged specimens fits will be the result.

* * *-

FRUIT AND POLLEN EATING BIRDS

AND PARROTS.
The Parrots under this heading are those known

as Lories, Lorikeets, and the Hanging Parrots or

Parrotlets. Many species of Lorikeets are fond of

canary seed and such should be provided along with

the principal item of the -menu for this group ; viz.,

milk-sop. As regards the sop, my method of pre-

paration has alraedy been described ; but I must state

here that for the Lories it requires to be very sloppy,

and I found it very beneficial to put a teaspoon ful of

either Mellin's Food or Scott's Emulsion into each

bird's supply, giving even a larger proportion to new
purchases coming to hand in a thin or apparently

debilitated condition.

Well sweetened stewed fruit is also a wholesome

item of the menu for this group. Dates and dried figs

are readily eaten by many species, and the latter may
be stewed and mashed.
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With this group of Parrots, even with Swainsoii's,

I always try and induce them to take milk sop, though

the latter species will exist for a good period on canary

seed alone ; at the same time my experience teaches me
that they are the better, and longer-lived, for a little

milk-sop. It will be as well to remark here, that for

fruit or pollen-eating birds or Parrots kept in cages in

rooms, the cage should stand in a tray much larger

than the cage, as the excreta is mosth' ejected outside

the cage.

For such species as Honey Suckers, Sugar Birds,

etc.,—that is all other species than the Lories and

Lorikeets ; the diet already mentioned should be given.

Personally I am no advocate of the honey diet, and if

such be offered I certainly advocate it being given

frequently and in narrow mouthed vessels or tubes,

also that a small quantity of meat extract be mingled

with it. The milk sop, stewed fruit (rather liquid

and well sweetened), an occasional mealworm and

some insectile mixture somewhat as follows : dried

flies, ant.s' cocoons, and sponge cake, moistened with

mashed banana or a little milk. This is rather

"messy" preparing, and for those not caring for

the bother, the insectile food named in the opening

chapter will answer the purpose, but half its bulk

should be crumbled sponge cake.

Boiled rice (sweetened) is also given to the Lories

and Lorikeets and may be used as a change with

advantage.

Nearly all this group resent a sudden change of

diet, and when purchasing it is highly important to

ascertain how they have been fed, and however un-

wholesome this may appear to be, it must be supplied
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at first, the bird beino^ gradually brought on to a more

wholesome diet ; for the want of the above precaution

many good specimens are sacrificed.

The majority of Tanagers are best kept on the

ordinary insectile mixture, containing a liberal pro-

portion of sponge cage, an unlimited supply of such

fruit as they individually favour ; or " ring the changes"

on apple, pear, orange, banana, pomegranate, etc.

Milk sop is not essential for them, in fact many of

the Cal/zs^e and Tajiagra will not eat it. Most species

will take, and are the better for two or three meal-

worms daily. Banana meal, and also crushed puppy

biscuit are useful ingredients of the insectile mixture

for this group.

In conclusion, I would emphasise my earlier re-

marks as to Mellin's Food or Scott's Emulsion ; the

judicious use of same will save the lives of many
valuable and beautiful birds.

INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS.

Practically the whole ground has been already

covered, that it simply remains here to mention some

of the available foods.

Nearly all this group will eat ripe fruit, and it is

certainly wholesome for them, especially, as many
species will not eat green food, not even when minced.

Their need may be briefly summed up—live insects

and some good insectile mixture. As regards live

insects, the mealworm will be the main-stay for most

town and city folk ; another valuable insect is the

cockroach, popularly known as the black-beetle, and

those whose kitchens are blessed (?) with these



330

creatures, have an almost unstinted supply of live

insects cheaply to hand, Those also with gardens and

rural hedge-rows close at hand have an almost un-

limited supply of food for the trouble of trapping.

But for those who lack these sources of supply, their

dependence must be on the expensive mealworm. The
" abuse of the mealworm " has become almost a pro-

verb, which personally I don't believe in at all ;
both

for birds in the cage and aviary I have used them ad.

lib. and never found any ill effects therefrom. Of

course a bird getting only a limited amount of exercise

must be dieted with care, and on the first sign of

becoming lazy and overfat, means must be taken to

reduce this, by a regulation of its diet, the use of a

mild aperient, and say a fly round the room once or

twice daily.

Gentles also make an agreeable change of insect

food, and can usually be obtained during the greater

part of the year. They should be well scoured in sand

before supplying to the birds.

Wasp Grubs are much appreciated by all species

of Finches, Buntings, etc. ; do not trouble to pick them

out, hang up a piece of the comb and leave the birds

to help themselves.

A saucer of ants' cocoons as bought, is visited by

many species, especially when feeding young.

The observant aviculturist will soon learn the

happy medium—for conditions must vary, at any rate

slightly, according to the housing of the birds—and

not kill the occupants of his cages, etc., by kindness.

The following will be found useful items for

an insectile mixture.
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Powdered Puppy Biscuit

Chickeu Meal
'

}
Either form a good basis

Game Meal (
f^^^. ^i^^ mixture.

Partridge Meal '

Dried Flies (a good sample should contain but little

dust and the small bugs be mostly in a whole

condition).

Ants' Cocoons (some of the cheaper samples are no

use at all, one might just as profitably pur-

chase chips
;
procure the best and accept only

such as are free from rubbish).

Dried Pup^Ii;. This when ground (Pupae Meal*)

is a valuable item of any insectile mixture ; its worst

feature is its smell for it is most decidedly nosey. The

above is the dried and powdered pupae of the Silkworm

moth—a waste product of the silk industry. I incline

ito the opinion that it is most useful and more appre-

ciated by the birds when ground to flour and I find it

mostly requires re-grinding for use. My predecessor

gave the address (Vol. IV. B.N.) of JVIessrs. Grilli

Bros., via Ghibellina, Florence, Italy, from whom it

imay be obtained direct, about lo lbs. costing 4/7, post

free. It may also be obtained from Messrs. Trower,

who supply it fine ground. As regards mixing and

.quantities, see opening chapter, "How I feed my
Birds." * * *

DOVES.

Most of the Australian smaller species thrive on a

staple diet of canary and millet, with a regular supply

of fresh green food ; but the wants of most species

will be covered by the following mixture: canar}',

* Sonietinies advertised as Locust Meal.
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millet, wheat, dari, crushed oats, paddy rice, tares,

rape and hemp seed. The ftuit eating species must

have ripe fruit ad. lib. Banana Meal is very whole-

some for this group. All species of Doves are bene-

fited by Nut Meal ; the popular monkey nut (so-called)

as well as Hazel, etc., rather coarsely ground is a very

wholesome addition to their diet, and I have formed

the opinion that it improves the condition of their

plumage, from the fact that since the wrinkle was

given to me, the plumage of my birds increased in

sleekness and lustre.

a- % '.t-

QUAILS, Etc.

T do not propose dealing with this group as a

whole, but as so many of the smaller species make

such an agreeable variety in the garden aviary and are

so easily kept, for this article to be really complete

some small mention must be made of same. The

Common, Chinese or Painted, Harlequin and similar

species are charming ground birds and a pair of one

or the other ought to occupy each outdoor enclosure.

The seed mixtures given under the heading of Doves,

will fully meet their needs, with a few live insects

occasionally, when they are feeding young, insectile

food, ants' cocoons (living if possible), and minute

in.sects, any small plant bugs—such as green fly, etc.

—

will suffice for the successful rearing of the young.

Finally, the above has been written against time,

and under great pressure to meet an expressed want,

and I trust whatever its shortcomings, that it may

serve its purpose.
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IReminiscenccs of Birt) (Tollcctinci an^ a

Sbopping IDisit to Calcutta 2)ealei5.

By Captain G. A. PerrEau.

{Co7iimued Jrom page 279).

The thing that fetched me, even me, intent only on seed-

eaters, was tlie number and variety of frnit- and insect-eaters.

Tliere were some of the insectivoia in the morning, and duriiig

tlie time I lived in Calcutta, I had always seen a good number

and variety, but this was something quite different. I found

the}' were being collected for some large Knglish dealer.

When next in Kngland I hope to visit the dealer I think it was,

and perhaps he will let me know if I am right, and also if I

am correct in fancying that he did not get much profit out of

that lot. I followed the advertisements in the bird papers

pretty carefully for an expected influx of rare Australian (a bit

later) and Indian birds ; the former I found, but, bar a sudden

drop in the price of Pekin Robins, there was no trace of the

latter. There were cages and cages of this bird, all ver}'

crowded and looking very well and happ\'. I fell to two pairs

at a rather higher price than that for which they were procur-

able at home some two months later, not very ruinous. I also

fell to two pairs of Blue-winged vSivas, of which there were a

few in a large cage, and to four Zosterops : why I took these I

don't know, except that I am fond of them and thought I

would like to have them in camp. Neither survived long. I

also nearh' succumbed to Niltavas and Fruitsuckers. Shamas,

Dyals, and such like gave me no temptation, and the larger

Thrushes and Jays did not interest me, at any rate as far as

regards buying, though the Peko (at a stiffish price). White-

crested Laughing Thrushes, Black-headed Sibias, vSilver-eared

Mesias, Black-throated and other Jays commanded attention.

There were many other sorts which I do not remember as I did

not identify them at the time, as, to me, just then they were

just a Thrush or a Jay as the case might be. I know there were

a few Pittas and crates and crates of the Black Hill Mynali

were brought in while I was there.
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These crates are round shallow baskets with a larj^e rouiul

hole left in the top, such as fowls are carried aljont in out here,

only a bit smaller. The hole is closed with netting through

which their food is tlirowu in, goodness only knows how thev

are watered. There were quite thirty Mynahs in a crate, and

one coolie would bring in four or five crates, one on top of the

other, on liis head. At least six coolies came in while I was

there, but this was probably the lot, and I fanc)^ such consign-

ments do not often come in. Out of the six hundred (at the

lowest) I should say that quite one hundred were put in the

dead heaps, lying near the two shops who received them, and

that quite another Imndred weie put into separate cages (say

twenty to a cage) as being sick, very sick. I wonder how many
survived a couple of months. These were mostly 5'oung birds

and I could have had my pick and taken a dozen at a very low

price, but was not so inclined. The crate ma}' also be used for

other birds but I saw nonebrought in. I must say, too, that the}'

were attended to at once and that all the birds in the bazaar

looked fit and happy.

The Indian dealer has a little habit which is rather mis-

leading. The birds (or most of them) are only reatxy fed in

the morning and evening. These are certainly the right times,

though my trapping experiences have shown me that, at mid-

day, the time during wliicli I always thought that most birds

out here were taking their siesta, they are really on the steady

feed, at any rate where there is thick jungle. A large per-

centage of the birds I have trapped were taken between 12 and

2 p.m. This morning and evening game is sound when other

food which they may eat is left in, but I saw a case where a

Lahore dealer could not keep Zebra Finches (got them for me)

;

on enquiry I found the seed was taken away at night not to

attract mice ; ver}' good ; but I found it was taken away

some time before dark and put back .some time after dawn, just

the times it was most wanted especially in the cold weather.

To return to these dealers, they well know that sahibs (of

whatever colour), especially if it is a white sahib, much perfera

bird that is easy to keep. He prefers to say the bird feeds on

seed, failing that he suggests bread and milk with banana, or
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satoo and gbee, carefully concealing the fact that his insect

eaters get a liberal dose of live insects every night and morning,

and that a good many of them practically live on this. Very

few, at any rate of the more difficult ones, are really meated off

as we should understand it, though I think the fault with us is,

as a rule, to cut the insect supply too short. Still, if birds are

to travel, they must be more or less meated off. For instance

at my afternoon visit at another shop I was told that Hanging

Parrakeets only eat canary seed, 3'et those very birds at my
morning visit were having a good tuck in at boiled rice and

milk, sweetened. Of course the dealers recognised me, but a

sahib would never notice a little thing like that. The Niltava

eats only satoo, as the sahib can see for himself there is only

satoo in his cage, and look, that Bulbul is actually eating satoo,

what more can the sahib want as testimony of truthful words.

As a matter of fact that Niltava had not even dug into his

.satoo in hopes of finding insects there. If pressed the dealer

will own up to the insects, but add they are quite unnecessary,

but cheaper, and that the sahib (may he soon become a lord

sahib) has no need to think of cost of feeding his birds. This

may or may not wash : it did not with me of course, and I

refused to take the Niltava at any price unless I also took away

with me (at a heavy price of course) a good supply of the food

mentioned by Mr. Finn, shelled millet and dried flies. I fancy

the Chinese shipper avenges the sahib by concealing the exist-

ence of this from the Indian dealer, I offered high prices and

could get no information even.

I wish the native was more open with his little secrets.

He seems to think it a good thing for him if the sahib's bird

dies soon, as then he will be able to sell him another, when as a

rule it only puts the sahib off birds altogether, whereas, if

successful with one tlie sahib would be pretty sure to want some
more, and the dealer would score in the long run. These

Calcutta dealers looked after their birds well, which is more than

can be said for the up-country man, whom I have found to be

dirty and lazy, and does not seem to understand birds, which he

regards as so much stuff to be got rid of at a high price before

they die. As a result of this he will only buy the very hardiest
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prices. However, this particular Lahore dealer did not profit

himself much by forcing me to pay a visit myself to Calcutta.

Drove back to the hotel, feeling that I had about got all I

could iu the time, but regretted there was no time to visit the

New Bazaar,where, so I was told b\' a planter who shared a room

with me on the roof, tliere were always lots of birds. I then

visited the manager and took out the birds I had marked down.

He told me he had one more inside, I might like it. It was now

getting dark, but I at once recognised the shape of a Gouldian.

Was it a cock or hen ? Hurrah, it was a hen. Now I felt happy,

but there was still lots to do. My ticca boy, hired for the day,

was sent out in search of string and tins, while I went out to

get some American cloth and do a little non-bird shopping, and

then we had a busy time fastening up cloth and tins to make

the birds comfy for their journey to colder parts. Finished

only just in time for a hurried dinner, and arrived a bit late at

the station for the Punjab mail, leaving about 9.30 p.m. I think.

With a little palm oil, got safely into the trian, the birds in the

brake and myself in a carriage full of real undiluted babu.

However if one pays second class, I do not see that one can

complain of second class company, and the\' soon got out.

Early the next morning got the birds in the carriage with me,

and had rather interesting company, who did not object to my
putting the birds where I could see them. Spent that day,

the 24th, in disposing of them in my avairies (in my mind's

eye of course) and imagining what they would look like flying

about.

Arrived at Jullundur at about 10.30 a.m. on Christmas Day,

very pleased with the results of my little jaunt. To most people

the results will seem a very poor return for the troiible taken,

and even to me now, looking at the list of purchases simply as

purchases, they do look a bit paltry, but it does make a lot of

difference when one succeeds in getting anything, however

small, after long and fruitless labour. I think I got more

pleasure iu getting this little lot than out of much larger and

rarer lots since obtained, for the simple reason that I put in

much more work. Also this visit was the means of my obtain-
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iiig the rarer birds, Ihrongh the kindness of Mr. Ezra, whose

acquaintance I should not otherwise have made.

Lost two Sivasand two Hanging Parrakeetsahuost at once,

before going into camp at the end of the montli, where we

stayed till the beginning of March, and cruel bad weather we

had. 1 had one large tent as a dressing room and private

ofl&ce, but to the casual observer it looked more like a bird and

dog room. I kept a Sunrise oil stove burning at nights and

sometimes b\' day and do not think the birds suffered from

cold, though I did lose the White-eyes and the vSivas and a few

small birds. The latter I am sure died from getting paddy rice

stuck in their throats, I have had other losses since from that

cause, and I fear tiie others died from want of suitable food. I

ought not to have tried them under the circumstances, but I

could hardly forsee that we should be so long in camp and that

my fool of a uiali, left in charge of the house, would be unable

to find and send down the insect food I left in Bakloh.

Of course I now wanted more and I'm afraid I rather

worried Mr. Kzra with letters as to birds and how to get them

vip. He gave me news of birds, saying that Scott was expect-

ing a good consignment of Australian birds in my line, sending

me the price list, but was sorry he could give me no help in

bringing them up, ])ut would see them off if I could send a

man or make any arrangement. P'ortunately on the list were

Bull Terriers and onr doctor happened to see the list and

wanting a dog, suggested that my man should go at our joint

expense. I had been rather shying off more expensive journeys

so soon after my Christmas trip, so this suited me well, when
the doctor was suddenly ordered off to a frontier station and

spoilt the idea of shared expenses. However in the meantime

I had begun to fanc\' those birds already in my aviary, so only

waited the arrival of the birds in Calcutta to send my man
down.

Fortunately this happened just after onr return to Bakloh,

but I, before the arrival of the birds, had to go to Lahore to play

football for the Gurkha Cup (at my age) and met the birds

returning at Pathankote on my way down. They were beauties,

and thanks to Mr. Kzra's kindness and care had travelled
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of five lovel}- Mealey Rosalias and four Yellow Budgerigars

from ]\Ir. Kzra's collection, and six Diamond Sparrows, ten

Gouldians, two Masked and four Long-tailed Finches (all under

the name of Masked), two cocks and one hen Crimson, three

Star (I mean Ruficauda, all turned out cocks), four Musky
Lorikeets (sold tinder tlie name of Keith's Parrakeets), two

pairs of Many-coloured Parrakeets, a pair of Cockatiels and

some others to ensure my breeding stock of birds I already had,

such as Clierry (and even then I only got one hen) and Chestnut

Finches, White Javas, etc., from vScott. A lot that would

please anyone. I was almost pleased that we lost our football

tie and so did not have to go to Almora to play again. I visited

the Lahore dealer as usual and found he had some Budgerigars

and a nice cock Many-colour, which he at first pretended he

liad got especially for me. I asked hini where was the hen and

why he did not get two pairs which is my standing order with

him (not that he had ever got anything for Jne yet) and he said

the hens were not bright coloured before he saw his mistake,

but he wasn't a bit abashed. I took rather a delight in pricing

his birds (he had some Pekins too) and telling him I should

certainl}' have spent much money with him, had he not forced

nie to go Calcutta myself. I came away with some Indian

Finches I did not really want.

How I wished afterwards that I had taken that Many-

colour, as on my return I found one dead, also several small

birds, though they were just as well looked after in my absence.

I should be sorry to own up to the casualties that happened in

the next month especially amongst Gouldians and Diamonds.

Scott wrote to me later, saying that never again would he

import small Australians and I can hardly blame him though he

had quick sales. I cleared him out of some species. I am sure

the uewl}' imported Australians are " difficult," but that, once

really seeded off as one may say, they are as hardy as any other.

I wrote at once to Lahore about the Many-colour giving

three alternatives. I was asked a really absuid price for it

delivered up here at once, a pretty stiff one if he promised to

keep it for me till he came up my way in about a month, and
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took my chance of it being unsold when he came up. I like a

fool told liini to keep it for me atastififish price, when it would

have cost little more to have sent down for it. In about two

mouths I wrote asking when I might expect the bird and was

told that it had been " expended " long ago. Expended in

this case, as I afterwards found out, meant sold.

I have paid no more visits to Calcuttn, but have been very

fortunate in having friends on visits and so, through the re-

peated kindness of Mr. Ezra, have been able to replenish my
stock from time to time. I have also done a certain amount of

shopping, but I think it is time this article was brought to a

close, at any rate for the present. If Mr. Editor wishes, I will,

another time give more of my experiences, adding some

breeding results and selling transactions, except that I am
apt to lose my temper when thinking too much of these

latter. Bird collecting excursions from a trapper's point of

view, I am suie would be of interest to many (liowever badly

written), ])ut that must wait for some time to allow me to

collate my experiences for the year.

Stuav) mestmo H^otcs for 1907.
By Mrs. H. Bromet.

I have been asked to write an account of the nests in my
outdoor aviary, but this last summer is the worst year I have

ever experienced, and I have only reared two young birds.

Out of the seven Gouldians I bred in 1906, only two hens

remain ; the others seemed to be seized with a kind of paralysis

when getting the adult plumage. They were in a heated

aviary, and there seemed to be no cause for it. Mj- two old

Gouldian cocks came through the moult beautifully, and

finding I had a hen from each nest, I was able to pair them

with the unrelated cock birds. They examined all the nest

boxes, but never seemed anxious to nest, though they are

liveh', healthy birds. After November, I put them into a

three division Crystal Palace cage ; this I always do until the

winter is over. I have had a great many Gouldians, and Ida
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not find Iheiu at all hardy, though I have had my two cock

birds iiearU- four years.

I let my pair of Parrot Finches out into the aviary in April.

The}' started to nest at once, building in a small Canarj-

travelling cage with the door off. This the cock bird quickly

filled with moss, feathers, and unfortunately a small piece of

string. It was a lovely nest with a kind of porch over the

entrance liole. I never dared examine it closely, as both birds

were ver}' shy and wild. After this, one bird was always

missing, and I waited anxiousl}', but was horrified on entering

the aviary one morning to find the hen bird just dying. Her

mate was flying about verv excitedly watching me, tlien he

darted into the flight, and I felt I must look into the nest,

knowing the eggs should be just about hatching. So it was,

they were just hatched. I decided to leave them alone, and

see if the male bird would go to them. After making a good

meal on egg and biscuit, seed and grass, I saw him enter the

nest, and after that I had great hopes, and the chirping got

louder and louder. At the end of ten days, I was crossing the

lawn, when I heard the cock Parrot Finch give his loud, shrill

whistle, which I call the alarm signal. On entering the

aviary, I found one young bird hanging from the entrance to

the nest, strangled in the piece of string I named. It was

dead and such a fine, fat bird. After I took it off (this was at

S a.m.) it was noon before the old bird returned to the nest

;

I was in despair. However, nothing further happened, ami at

the end of a month, three fine birds flew out. I was away

from home a month, and on my return found the young birds

just coming into colour. I have only one youngster left, for

rats found their way into the flight, and took one young bird

and a Chinese Ouail. Another Parrot Finch was caught in a

trap, set when I was ill and not made secure from the l)irds. I

have now had the whole flight concreted, so there will be no

fear for the future, and as I have bought two more Parrot

P'inches, I hope I shall have better luck this year,

The Bengalee hen who paired with a Spice bird in 1906 and

bred four hybrids, this year mated with a Bengalee cock, (I hav-

ing sold the Spice bird). She hatched three young birds, and





BiKD Notes

GOLDEN-CROWNED CONURES
(Coiitirus aureusJ

Photo by E. O. Page, /torn a water colour dra-wing., by J. C. Pakk,

from living specimens in ike collection of F. SOMKRS, Esq,
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two of these were drowned; the other is a fine bird, brown like

the Spice bird, only the pencilling is more marked. He has^

paired with a Bengalee.

My Avadavats hatched three young ones, reared them for

ten dajs and then deserted them.

I have a lovely pair of Crimson Wing Parrakeets which I

hope will breed this 3'ear.

^be (5olt)cns«crowneD (Toiuires.

[Couuriis aureus).

By WEsr.Kv T. Pack, P\Z.S.

The plate for which these notes are written, is a photo from

a water-colonr drawing by Mr. J. C. Park, drawn from living

birds in the possession of our esteemed member, Mr. F. vSomers,

M.R.C.V.S., whom I have failed in persuading, so far, to write

an account of his interesting pets.

This is another species which so far has not been bred in

this country, and which even town and city folk might risk in

their garden aviaries, and be, perchance } the fortunate one to

breed the species for the first time ; at any rate it is a very hand^

some species and well worth keeping for its beauty and activity-

alone. It is of graceful and slender build, and though seeing

it on the wing is a treat yet in store for me, it needs but little

exercise of the imagination to deduce, how charming they

would be in a roomy flight.

Dk.sCription : Upper half of body plumage, vivid green

(quite bronzy in some lights), suffused with light blue; the

secondaries, outer webs and lower portion of flights of the same

brilliant hue ; lower surface light grey ; the head is adorned

with a golden-orange orbital ring and forehead patch of the

same colour ; beak blackish ; legs and feet, dark grey.

Further notes here are uncalled for, as in Vol. IV., page

279, Dr. Creswell gave a descriptive article on this species-

illustrated by a coloured plate.
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jEMtorial.

FKCUNDITY of YKI.I^OW BtJDGEKIGAKS AND GOUI.DIAN

I'iNCHES, KXC.—Again quoting from personal correspondence

with our esteemed member Capt. Perreau, it is very evident

that the Indian cHmate is better suited for Australian birds

than our own. Of course Budgerigars are very prolific in this

country in an outdoor aviary, but I tliink that Capt. P.'s results

(50) from a cock and two hens during one season are certainly

remarkable. Not the least remarkable is the fact of two hens

dwelling together in unity under one lord and master. The

reverse has been the general experience in English aviaries I

think, so that it has almost become a rule, that if you want to

aiullify results have an odd female in the aviary, certainly such

has beeu my own experience and that of many other avicul-

turists. Capt. P. remarks that the cold season of India though

cold for anywhere is not so trying as an English winter. Out

of a consignment of 50 imported from Englaiul there were

comparatively few survivors, the aforementioned Yellow Bud-

gerigars, Long-tailed Grassfinches, Grey-headed Lovebirds,

«tc. ; the Longtails reared six in 1906 and four in 1907. The

•G. H. Lovebirds reared seven in 1906 and the same number in

1907.
" As regards Goiildiaiis I think I have been very lucky, for which I

" thitik the climate is largely responsible, cold as it is when Gouldians are

" breeding, it is far better than the ordinary winter weather at home. I

"fully e.xpected snow to-day as four fine young Gouldians left the nest

"yesterday (Dec. 29th). In 1905-6, twenty-two were reared from two pairs,

" sixteen were left outside and ail survived; si.v were taken indoors and
" four died."

Capt. P. promises another article on Gouldians, which I

am sure all members will appreciate ; from Capt. P.'s experience

I deduce that the aviary most suitable for Gouldians should

have the greater part of the flight covered in, a combination

roof of wood and glass should answer well, and I am of opinion

this applies to most species of Grassfinches.

The Berwn Bird Exhibition.—The following account,

which a German correspondent has sent me, will doubtless

interest many of our exhibiting members.
" The Berlin Bird Exhibition opened on Jaiuiary nth and closed on the

" Mtli. On the day following the close of the Exhibition, W'ednesday, the
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"15th of January, there was a lottery of birds; two liuiidred and one
"splendid birds and cages beingf offered as prizes.

" Twelve thousand lottery tickets, at sixpence each, were on sale at
" the Exhibition. On the day of our visit we were informed that nearly
" eight thousand tickets had been sold. The idea was distinctly a good
"one, and the rapidity with which the tickets went off showed the interest

"which the general public took in the proceedings. The Exhibition was
"well patronised by visitors, especially on Sunday, which unfortunately is

"the great day for sight seeing in tliis country.

"The Exhibition was held in two large halls, called the Rosenthaler
" Hof in Rosenthaler Strasse, Berlin. They were lofty and well ventilated,

"but the piercing cold outside made it necessary to enclose tlie cages of
"many of the smaller birds in an outer frame work of panelling and glass,

"the latter forming a doorway to the cage within and being in every case

"shut. The fact that ground glass was used made it impossible to see the
" occupants of the cages without opening the glass doors, and then the
" interior was often too dark to examine tlie bird critically.

"In the second of these large lialls, in which the foreign birds were
"principally placed, the cages were much more roomy and open, so that
" tlie birds could be studied better.

" Here in company with the foreign birds were several monkeys, a

"flying lizard and other similar animals, while numerous exotic plants

"and the trailing of greenery over the cages lent a charming aspect to

"the hall. The exhibits from China, Java, and Japan were most interest-

"ing. Particularly striking in the first section was a large cage full of
" Chinese Nightingales, all of them beautiful specimens. From Java we
" had a specimen of the Xaiitholxma rosea, and several examples of the
" more common birds of Java. The Japanese birds included a collection of
"the Japanese .Sea-Mews and the Pavo natiticns of the Malay and Japanese
"archipelago. Birds of Paradise were to be seen in their beautiful

"plumage. Crowds of Kice Finches and the seldom seen Desert Sparrows
"were in evidence; while to eiiiimerate the varieties of Parrots, Paro-
"quets and Cockatoos would be a long task indeed.

"In the same hall cages of all sorts, bird foods and every requisite for

"bird keeping were to be seen.—J.W.R."

A Coi.ONY OF Tri-coi<oured BLACKBIRDS {Agelaius tri-

coloiir). From an article b}' J. G. Tyler in the Nov. -Dec issue

of the "Condor" I have extracted the following,

" The last day of April of this year (igoy) found me in the fields about
"30 miles S.W. of Fresno. Large wheat and alfalfa ranches extended for

"some miles crossed b\' large canals or sloughs besides many smaller

"ones I noticed a number of Tri-coloured Blackbirds flying out from
"a point somewhere to the west of me an equal Jiuniber were con-
"stantly flying up from the ground and returning in the direction from
"which the others came About half a mile from where first seen, I

" came suddenly upon a patch of nettles, about half an acre extent, grow-
"ing in a low, damp sink that was really t)ie end of a large abandoned
"slough the growth was very dense and in some parts six feet high
"on two sides of this pitch was a more or less dense fringe of willows
" a hasty search soon revealed several nests on the bare ground among the
" growing foxtail grass."
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Fear of the nettles caused the writer merely to skirt the

patch for some time, but after stings in the face, etc., he plunged

boldly in regardless of consequences; for man}- reasons the time

he spent there will never be forgotten as the following

indicates :

—

"There were nests everywliere : in some instances three or four built

"on top of one another, though in such cases only the upper one

•'appeared to be occupied. Tlie average lieight from the ground was
"between one and three feet, but many were seen that were ten and
" twelve feet up in the willows. Tliey were all built ahnost entirely of

"grass stems that had been freslily pulled, giving tlie nests a bright,

" o-ieen appearance. .Some of them had a few course brown weed stems

"woven into tlie framework, b\it in the majority no other material but
" o-rass was used, and none contained any lining. As the heads of the

" orass had not been detached, the tiests presented a ragged, fuzzy appear-

"ance. In size and shape tliey varied greatly, due no doubt to the different

"situations in which they were built. Many of the nests contained eggs,

"and it would be impossible for me to describe the wonderful variations in

"size, shape and colour; but the most common type was a blue ground

"colour, with a few heavy (rust-colovu-ed) scrawls on the large end
" Where the nettles were thickest nearly all the nests contained young

"birds I made several attempts to count the nests after a few

"attempts I gave up, and attempted to estimate the number of birds

"insi°ht, this again was hopele.ss and could only content myself with

"saving—There must be hundreds of them."

The writer states that some of the features which will pre-

vent tliis nesting experience from being forgotten were not

pleasant ones— the heat was very great—mosquitoes numerous

and anv attempt to brush these away usually brought one's

.skin in contact with the nettles— this amply illustrates the

extent of the inconvenience and unpleasantness, etc., which

ornithologists, aviculturists, etc. are prepared to undergo in the

pursuit of new facts connected with their fascinating pursuit

or hobby.

EkkaTUM: Page 314, third line from bottom for syrays

read sprays. Page 317, line 24 for Black-headed read Black-

backed. Pa<^e 317, line S from bottom for Lesterops read

Zosterops. Page 320, Post morteins, for Rock Rosa Parrakeet

read cock Rosa, etc. Page 320, Post mortems, line 2 from bottom,

for modular read nodnlar.

post riDortem IRcports.
{Vide Rules).

Parson and Parrot Finches. (Charles H. Rowe). Cause of

death pneumonia, no doubt due to climatic changes.
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Agf.lccus htuneralis 176-181
Aiiiemosyite tnalabarica 290
alba Seliicides 117
albicollis Zoiiotricliia 195
albif^iilaris Sperniophilabi, 69, 92, 191
alhitonptis „ 61, i85
alexaiidi a-sittch von Java 321
alexandri ^21
alicice Hylocichla 224
alnionce ,, 224
aliico Syrnititn 261
A-iiiadina erythrocephala 221, 292
A?natiilava S/>orceiiiiitIius 29
Amazilia erythronota 103

,, fffliciie 102, 103, 116

,, tobaci 103
Afiiazoiiica Sub. sp. v5. Spfrinophila,

61, 91
analis Spennophila 61, 143, 144
aiialoides Spermnphila 61, 143
Aiidigena bai/loni i^o, 131

,, cucitlltttiis 130, 132

,, /iypoglnuc2i.\ 130, 132

„ lamiiierostris 130, 132

,, iiij:rirostris 130, 132

,, spilorhynclnis 130, 132
angolensis Es/reldd 54, 191

,, Set tints 42, 60, 225, 235, 236,

254, 292
Apetiyx atistralis 283
Aphelucnvia caltloi tiica 155
ardetis Peiithetiia 12

asintica A. 315
aferritittis .Microglossn 117
atricapillus Parns 195
atrigiilii'is Sfiiiiiis 254
andtiboiii Hylocichla 224
Aulacorhainpiis 128, 130, 134

„ hoeniatopyyt^iiis 130, 134

,, itilciitus 133, 134
aureus Coiiiirits 341
aiiri/rpiis Chlorospsis IQ2

aurita Spennophila 61, 188

australis Apertyx 283

,, Ocydrotint 283

avifmitta Hylocichla 225
avocctta Rectirvirostra 153

B
bailloiti Andigeiia 130, 131
batiksi Cockatoo 58, 59
Baritadiiis st^mi-torqiinftis 8i

betigalensis iifolpastes 232
bicolor Spi'riiiophila 61, 190
bt'coriiis Dichoceros 55

,, Meiiiceros 56
btspcciilaris Gariiilus 283
bisiriaiiis CEJittii'mns 9

boiiarietists l\/olofhrits i8i

BrachypodiiKe 231
brasiliiis Raniphocceliis ^0, 80-82, 256
Biotogcrys 327
brutini^a Larvivoi a 250-252
brmtiiicfps Lagonosttcta 53
bullocki Ictitrtis 156

c
Calidris Totaitiis 154
californica Aphclocouia 155
Cailiste 329
Calliste cyattea 192, 295

,, fasttiosa 49, 192

,, Jlava 192
Calornis iiietallica 19
caiiicollis Scriittis 236
capistrafa Afalacias 241, 242
Capriiiiiilgiis eiiropceiis 199, 200
carinattis Rhamphastos 129, 131, 197
cmoliiieiisis Galeoscopies 195
CarpodacJis t'rythritttis 54

,, ptirfiiti cus 195
Cassiciis hatittorrhotis 53

,,
persiciis 53

Cassidix oiizivora 194
castaiteiveutris Sperritophila 61-63, 68
Cedrus deodaia 158
cervina Dacelo 171-174
Chavtcepflia griscola 194
Chlorophancs spiza 194
Chlotopses 231
Chlofopsis aurifroiis 192

jrulonY ^^
chrysocephahts Icterus 53
Chrysolaiiipis iitoschiiiis 102, 104, 116
Ckrysomitias piiiHS 195
Chrysoioitia cenone 102, 105, 116

Cicimiurus rcf;ins 117
cittcta Poephila 286, 287
czVvi Cynospiza 191
Cissopsis Icveriaiiii 75-77, 79

,, mojorj^-jT, 79
Cacniiia baiiski 58, 59
ccr.lcbs Frirtt^illa 146, 174
Ciereba civrtilca 165, 166

„ cyaiiea 163-165, 192

,, liicida 165, 166

,, nitida 165, 166
cceriilea Cn'rcba 165, 166

,, Eiicephala 102, 105,116

,, Giiiriica 54
cceritlesceits Meliutotis 195

,, sub sp. />'. Sperniophila
61, 92

collat is Lattiiis 283
coloiiibtaiia, sub sp. j5. Spermophila

61, 90
Columha livia 264
Cotttirus aureus 341
Cotiiutis solstitalis 194
Copsychtis saulnris 57, 244, 245
corviiia Sperniophila 61, 190
Corvus spleiideiis 108
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Crateropus 54
ciassirostris Oriziboiiis 194
crepitans Psopliia 194
cristata Cyanucilfa 195

,, Guburtiatrix 293
cucidlata Speiviophila 61, 183, 184

ciictiUafns Aitiiigeiia 130, 132
cyaiia C(Kreba 192

cyana Laixnvora 250
cyanea Calliste 192, 295

,, Coereba 163-165

,, Cyaiiospiza 195
cyanocephala Paherjiis 16?}, 169
Cyanocitia cristata 195

,, stellfri 155
cyajiogeiiys Eos 117
Cyanospiza cyanea 195
Cynospiza ciris igi

D
Dacelo cei-vi7ta 171-174

>i
gigaiiiea 171-174

Deiidi'aica discolor 195

,, (Estiva 195
deodara Cedriis 158
Z'ff? alexaiider-sittich von Java 321
Deroptytis nccipiti inns 33-40, 191
Dichoceios bicornis 55
dicoloriis Rampliasfos 123-127
discolor Dendroica 195
DocHis 171
docihs Palceornis 167, 168, 171
domesticus Passer 151
dumonti Mino 195

E
entli Oeydrnmit 283
Rclectiis polychlorns 109
Umberiza riitila 324
L-meria Otocompsa 232
Eos eyanoge?irs 117

,, fuscata 117

,, setnilarvaia 117
episcoptcs Taiiagra ig, 50, 256-259, 293
oytlirimis Carpodacus 54
erythrocephala Amadina 221, 292
erythromelas Pyianga 195
erythronota Atnazilia 103
erythropygia Pteroglossns 130, 133
Eiythrospiza githaginca 54
Erythritra psittacea 54, 191
Estielda angoleiisis 54, 191
Rucepliala coeiutea 102, 105, 116
Eiidynamis honorata 108
Eiipatriiis 171
Euphonia 257

,, violacea 201-207
enropccits Capritmilgiis 199, 200
Eurypyga helias 157
Eurypyge 9

fastuosa Calliste 49, 192
J'elicice Amazilia 102, 103, 116

flava Calliste 192

flavicollis Gymnorhis 114
flaviprymiua Mania 116, 292
flavopalliatus Lorins 19 e

forsteni Trichoglossiis 191
Fotidia ?nadafiascnriei!sis 290
franciscana Pyrome-lana 290
FTingilla coslebs 146, 174

., montijringilla 174

,, teydea 54
Fringillaria taha[>isi 18

FriiigillidcB 306, 308
fuscata Eos 117
fuscescetis Hylocichla 223

,, 7 iirdiis 195
fuscus Pioniis 194

Galeoscoptes carolinensis 195
Garrulus bispeCHlaris 283
gigantea Dacelo 171-174
githaginea Erythrospiza 54
tionldice Poephila 287
Gracilis 242
Granatuia granatina 191
grisea Spermophila 61, 88
griseola Chamcepelia 194
Giibernati-ix cristata 293
guianensis P. 194
guianiensis Leistes 193, 252, 294
Guiraca cceiilea 54
guttatta Hylocichla 223,224
gtitteralis Spermophila 61, 68
Gymnomystax melanicterus 53
Gymnorhis flavicollis 114

H
habroptilns Stringops 117
Halicice 224
Harporhychiis rti/us 195
Hedyineles hsdoviciaiia 54

,, Itidovicians 195, 222, 223
helias Eurypyga 157
hceniatonotns Psephotus 295-298
hceiiiatopygius Aulacorhaniptis 130,

]

hceinatoi'rhous Psephotus 191
hcemorrhons Cassicns 53
honiochroa Sperjiiophila 61, 142
honorata Eicdynniiiis 108

humeralis Agelceiis 176- 181

hyevialis Junco 195
Hylocichla alicice 224

,,
alfitn?ice 224

,,
auduboni 224

,, fjiscescens 222i

,,
guttatta 223, 224

,,
7niistelina 223

,, nana 224

,,
pallasi izi,

,,
swaiiisom 224

,, ustulata 224
Hyphantornis inelanocephahis 290

,, vilellinus 290
hypoglaiictis Andigena 130, 132
hypoleuca Spermophila 61, 87, 159
hypoxantha Spermophila 61, 144
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lcte>?is htillocki 1=6

„ chrysoccphalns 53
,, jamaicni ^^

icterus Seriiitis 191, 214-217
Icterus xautliornis 53, 193, 294
iliaca Passerclla 195
iiiiiicus Lorri'ciihis 191
inorjiata Spfrinophila 61, 142

J
jacapa Rlia^nphoccelus 192, 256, 257,

259-261
jamaicai Icterus 53
javaiiicus Palceornis 321
jerdoni Chloropsis 54
jubatus Rhinochefns 9, 157
Juiico hyeiiialis 195

K
kiindoo Oriolus 114

Lagotiosticia btimiiiceps 53

„ ru/sputa 53
,, seliegale 53

„ vttiacea 53
laviinirostris Aitdi'geTia 130, 132
Latnporiiis 7nango 104

„ /;Yz/oi/z' 102, lo-i, 105, 116
Lanius collaris 283
Lajvivora biunnea 250-252

,, cyana 250
lathavit Palceortiis 321
Leistes gutaiiieiisis 193, 252, 294
L.eptoconta zeylomca 315
leucogasie? P/ioltdajiges 93-97
leucogetiys A/o/pastes 231
leucophrys Z. x ptleaia 20
lettcotes Molpastes 231

„ Poephila 287
leucotis P. iQi

leveriana Cissopsis 75, 77, 79
lineata SpcT7nophtla 61, 187
lineola ,, 61, 90
lisdoviciana Hedymeles 54
livia Cohitiiba 264
Lotigtcaiida 171
longicauda Palceornis 167, 168, 171
Lorijisflavopalliaius 191
Lorric7iliis iiidiciis 191
lucida Ccereba 165, 166
luctttosa Spermophila 61, 189
ludoviciatis Hedymeles 195, 222, 223
luteus Passeiella 53, 523

M
Diaculii-ostiis 130, 134
madascariensis Pondio 290
magna Stnmella 195
niagnus Saltator 54
major Cissopsis 75-77, 79

malahnrica A ideniosyne 290
Malacias rnpi.strnta 241, 242
mango La?npn?nis 101

iiielaleiicus 'Jdcliy/>/io>t7is 201-2C3
Ulelniieipes riibiJi'oiLS 193
?>telaiiictenis Gyinnoviystax 53
melaiiocephala Spermophila 61, 185
melaiiocephalus Hyphaniornis 290
jneltiNoleiica 242
Melntio/is ctvnilescois 195
tnelba Zouogasfris 17, 191
niKlinus Sericitlus 153
melodia Zoiiotrichia 195
Meiiiceros licornis 56
Merula phceopygiis 194
inetallica Catornis 19
Microglossa aterrinnts 117
niigratoritis 'J'urdiis 195
A/ino djimonti 195
l\Iiiiociclila 1 ubripes 195
liiiniila Spermophila 61, 62, 64, 68
inirabilis Poephila 287
mistaeeiis Paheoriiis 321
Molothriis bonariensis 181

Molpastes beiigalcnsis 232
., leiicogeiiys 232

,, leucotis 231
motit/cola Spizclla 195
Tiioiitifiringilla Fringilla 174
Alotiti/riiigilla nivalis 83
inoreleti ill, 187
moschitus Chrysolampis 102, 104, n6
multicolof Hsephotns 191
Miinia flaviprymiiia n6, 292
Mnscicapa phiebe 195
mnrinus Tzij-dus 325
musicns Tnrdiis 148
in-nsielina Hylocichla 223
mustclinus Tiirdus 195

N
liana 224
iiauticiis Pavo 343
Neochmia phaett'}i igi

Neopheina veniista 15
JVestor notabilis 283
nigiiceps Spermestes 17
nigrirostris Andigena 130. 132
nigroanrantia Spermophila 61, 145
nigroii/n Spermophila 61, 182

nitida Ccereba 165, 166

nivalis Alonti/ritigilla 85
notabilis Nestor 283
?iovebonaceiisis Sciui-ns 195
novce-hollaiidice Prosthei -niatodera lO"

,, ,, 'I'richoglossiis 191

o
obscura Spermophila 61, 140
ocellata ,, 61, 62, 66, £

CEdiciicmns bistriatiis 9
cenone Chrysoroiiia I02, 105,116
Xstiva Dendroica 195
Oeydjoniii aiisiialis 283

^0;// 283
oliraceiis I'iieo 195
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ophthabnica Spcn-mophila 6i, if

Orioius ktnidoo 114
Oriziborus ci assirostris 194

,, to7-riJ7is 194
oriztvora Casszdix 194
ornata Tanaiira ig

oryx Pyrome-lana 290
osbechii Palceoniis 321
Otocoynpsa emeiia 232

pallasi Hylocichla 224
palpebrosa Zostt^rops 57, 253
Palceornis 171, 321, 322

„ cyanocephala 168, 169
,, docilis 167, i58, 171

,, javaniciis 2,2T.-2i'22

. ,, tathajni 321-322
,, longicaiida, 167, 168, 171

,,
xJj-a, 168

paltistris, Spermophila 61, 145
Paradisea i-jtbra 117

,, vidua 5-7
Paradisi Tetpsiplioite no
Pants atiicapilhis 195
pai-va Spt'7-incphila 61, 188
Passe?- dotni'sticiis 151
Passerella 53

„ iliaca 195

„ _ /«/«<^53,343
passerina Psittaciila 191
pauper Spermophila 61, 140
Pavo naiiticits 343
Peiiihetria atdens 12

Petronia 53
persicits Cassiciis 53
personata Poephila 287
phaeton Neockniia 191
phcebe Miiscicapa 195
phoeopygiis Mernla 194
Pholidaiiges leztcogastet 93-97
/"z'ca rustica 77
picacotdes 242, 244
pileata x Z. leiicophrys 20

,, Spermophila 61, 183
ptmis Chrysomiiras 195
Planus fuseus 194

,, -viotaceus igi

Platycerci ^22, 326
plutnbea Spertnophila 61, 8g, go
Pcsocephali \o&, 170
Poeocephalus 169

,, senegaletisis 167, i68
Poephila acuticauda 280, 287

,, cincta 286, 287

,, gou/dice 287
,, leucotis 287

,, fiiirnbilis 287

,, personaia 287
polionola sub sp. y4. Spermophila 61,

184
polychlorus Eclecius log
poudicet iauus 321
prevosti Lamporiiis 102, 104, 105, 116
Prosiher-matodera uovcg-hollandice lO
Psepliotus hcematii-rhous 191

,, h(e7na ton ttis 2g^-2qi

Pseplioijis j/iuliicolor igi
psittacea Hiythiura 54, 191
Psiitacula passertua igi
Psittacus i6g, 321
Psophia crepitans 194
Pteroglossus 128, 130, 133

„ crythiopygia 130, 133
Ptilonortiynchiis violaceous 152
purpureus Carpodacus 195
pusilla Spizella 195
Pyranga erythrojnelas 195
Pyromelana franciscana 290

,1 ), 0?>';r 290

Quela quela 290

Rainphastos discolorus 123-127
Recurvirostra avocetta 153
regia Vidua 5-7
regius Cicinmirus 117
KhampJiastidce 127-130, 132
Rhatnphastos 128-130, 133, 135

,, carinntns 129, 131, 197

,, tocard 129, 130, 197
,, /oco 129, 131

Rhamphoccelus brasilitts 50-80, 8?, 256
I) jacapa 192, 256-257,

259, 261
Rhmochetusjubatus 9, 157
7V^« Palceornis i58
rosea Xantholaema 343
rubi/rotis Melane?pes 193
rubra Paradisea 117
mbripes mimocichla 195
ru/opicta La'^onosticta 53
rufus l-larporhychus 195
rustica Pica 77
rutila Emberiza 324

Saltator magiius 54
saiilaris Copsychtis 57, 244, 245
Sciurus novebonacensis 195
Seleniderea 130, 133

,, -maculirostris 130, 134
,, spectabilis 130, 134

Selucides alba 117
Semilarvata Eos 117
semi-torquaius Barnadnis 88
senegale Lagonosiicta 53
seiiegalensis Pceocephalus 167, 168
Seiiculus melinus 153
Seritius 304

,, angolensis 42, 60, 225, 235, 236,

254, 292
,, atrigularis 254
,, canicolhs 236

,, icterus 191, 214-217
simplex Spermophila 61, 139
socialis Spizella 195
solstitalis Conurus 194
spectabilis Seleniderea 130, 134
Spermestes nigriceps 17



Sperincphila 53, 116, 145, 293
,. albiiorguis 61, i85

,, alligiilaris 61, 69, 92, igi

,, amazonica Sub sp. B.b\,
91

„ aiialtsCi, 143, 144

„ rtwa/if/i/fi 61, 143

,, atiiiia 61, 188

,, bicolor 61, 190

,, C(Erulescei(s 61, 02

,, coloinbiana Sut> sp. 5. 61,

90
„ coriniia 61, 190

„ ciilcullata 61, 183, 184

,, iirisca 61, 88

,, hotftuchroa Oi, 142

,, hypoleuca Oi, 87, 159

,, hypoxaiitha 61, 144
,, inornata 61, 142

,, lineola 61, 90

,, lineata 61, 187

,, iuctitosa 61, 189

,, nielanocephala 61, 187

,, mot eh'ti 01,1%-]

„ tiigroauraniia 61, 145

,, nigrofufa 61, 182

,, obscura 61, 140

,, ophthahnica 61, i85

,, palustn's 61, 145

„ parva 61, 188

,, pauper bi, 140

,, pHeata 61, 183

,, plumbea 61, 89, 90

,, polionota Sub sp. ^. 61,

184

,, simplex 5i, 139

„ supetciliaris 61, 138

,, telascoiii, 141

,, iorqiieola 61, 185, 186

„ trinitatis Sub sp. ^. 61,

,, tt;/2//i?/ir)'rt«n Sub sp. .,4.

61, f

spilorliynchus Andigota 130, 132
spiza ChlorophaJics 194
Spizella inoiiiicola 195

,, pusil/a 195

„ socialis 195
spletidens Corvtes io8
Sporoeginthiis amanJaua 29

,, stibflavus 191
Sporopipes sgiiami/roiis 310, 311
squaniifrons Sporopipes 31O, 311
stelleri Cyatiocitta 155
Striiigops liabroptiitis 117
Siicrnclla 7nagiia 195
subflaviis Sponvgin/hiis 191
sulcutus Aulacorhampiis 13O, 134
superciliaris Sperntopkila 61, 138
swainsoiii Nylocichia 242
Syrnitan alUco 261

TachyphoHiis melaleiicus 201-203
Tadorna variegnia 283
iahapisi Fringillaria 18

91

Taiiagra 329
Tanagra episcopiis 19, 50, 256-259, 293

,, ornata 19
Tanagridie 49-51, Z05. 257
telasco Spnrinophiiit 61, 141
teinporalas /Egiufha igi

Terpsiphonc pai'adni no
teydea Ft iiigil/a 54
tobaci Ainnzilia 103
tocard Rhainphastos 129, 130, 197
/yco ,, 129, 131
torijuaiiis 171, .321

torqiieola SpcrinopJiila 61, 185, 186
torridus Oriziborus 194
Toianus calidris 154
Trichogiossus forsteni 191

,, iiov<e-hollatidice 191
in-colour Agelaiics 343
trinitatis Sub sp. ^ spcrmopliila 61,

91
Ttetdidce 280
Turdus 224

,, fitscescetts 195
,, migratorius 195
,, iniiriiiiis 325
,, iniisicus 148
,, mustelinus 195

Tyranniis tyrannus 195

u
iistulala Hylociclila 224

V
variegaia Tadorna 283
veitusta Ncofilietna 15
Vidua paradisea 5-7

,, regia^-i
vitiacea Lcgonosticta 53
violacca Enphonia 201-207
violaceus Fionus 19:
7'iolaceojfs Ftilonor/tyiichus 152
Vtreo olivacelis 195
vitellinus Hypliantornis 290

w
whiteleyana Sub sp. W. Sphermophila

Di, 89

X
Xantholcema rosea 343
xaiitliorms Icterus 53, 193, 294

zeylonica Leplocc?na 315
Zonogastris Icucoplirys x pileata 20

,, inelba 17, 191
Zonotrichia albicollts 195

,, mtlodia 195
Zostetops palpebrosa^T, 253
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INDEX TO ENGLISH NAMES OF BIRDS.

A
Accentor 43
AiiiazHlis, Blue-tailed 102

Aracaris 53
Amazon Parrot, The 2

,, ,, Khie-fronted 16, 167

„ „ Versicolotir 167
Avadavat, The i, 16, 29, 30, 86, 220,

247, 276, 288, 324, 341
„ Green, 316, 324

Avocets 117, 153

B
Babbler, The Junale 54
Bengalee, The i, 84, 80, 275, 340, 341
Bibfincli, The 16
Bird of Paradise, King The 117, 317

,, ,, Red The 117

,, ,, Twelve-wired, The
117

Bishop, The Napoleon, i

,, The Orange i, 249
Blackcap, The ii, 42, 47, 48, 60, 100
Blackbird, The 44, 262, 263

,, The Tri-coloured, 343
Blue Chat, The Indian, 250
Bower Birds 317
Branibling 120
Bramble Finch, The 2, 88
Budgerigar i, 31, 82, 83, 84, 162, 227,

274, 295, 315

,, Green The 3, 15, 198

,, Yellow The 3, 15, 88, 162,

278, 315. 342
Bulbul, Tlie no, 129

,, Bengal Gold Vented 54
,, ,, Ked Whiskered 232

,, Gold Fronted The 192, 317
., Green The 231, 317

,, Jerdon's Green 54
,, Ked-eared 54
,, Red-cheeked The 87, 220

,, Ked-vented or Kala 232

,, White-cheeked 54, 232
,, White-eared 231

Bulla Bulla 129
Bullfinch, The 88, 100, 120, 219, 253,

25s
,, Rosy The 54
,, Trumpeter, The 247

Bunting, The 17, 31, 149, 240

,, Cirl The 44
Indigo 317

Laplaud 324
,, Nonpareil Tlie 192, 317, 324
,, Ortolon The 203

,, Red-Backed 324
„ Rock The 18

C
Caique, Black-headed 15

,, Hawk-headed or Ruffed
Parrot 33, 85, 191, 194

Canary, The 43, 44, 47, 60, 84, 86, 121,

102, 217, 226, 240, 274, 288

,, The Cape 122

,, The Crested I2z

,, The Norwich i

,, The Roller 203
The Yorkshire i, 162, 247

Cardinal, The 30, 83, 86, 209, 293, 295

,, The Brown Throated 87,
220

,, Green The 53, 293

,, Grey The 84, 114, 116, 218,

293

,, Pope The 115, 116, 293

,, Red-crested The, i, 18, 53,
81, 279

,,
Virginian The 44, 45, 53, 81,

218, 246
Catbird, The 195
Chaffinch, The 2, 44, 100, 120, 121,

122, 140, 147, 149, 217, 262
Chaffinch, Teydean 54
Chat, The 273

,, The Indian Blue 250
Chiff Chaff, The 101

Chough, The 54
Cockatoo, Banksian 14, 58, 84

,, Black The 58,"ii7

,, Funeral, The 14

,, IVIoluccan 316
Cockateel, The 31, 84, 86, 88, 274, 295,

319
Coley (or Mousebird) 19
Couibasou 246
Conure, Black-headed 2

,, (iolden-Crowned 341

,, Jendaya 294
,, White-eared 191

,, Yellow 194
Coot, The 149
Courser, Two banded The 11

Cowbird, Ruddy Shouldered 19, 76,

293

,, Silky 293
Crane, The 9
Creeper, The 263
Crow, Tlie 99, 100, 108, 138

,, American 195

,, Australian Tlie 55
,, Indian House The 108

,, Pied The 55
,, White-backed Piping The 55

Cuckoo 264
Cutthroat 291, 323

D
Dayal Bird, The Chinese 219, 244
Dipper, The 273
Dove, Tlie 86, 150, 2C9, 211, 241, 331

Bleeding Heart 26
Crested The 83, 84
Diamond The 31, 45, 290, 295
Dwarf Ground 194
Greenwinged The 31, 290
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Dove .Senegal The 196

,, Turtle The 85, 196
Duck, Tlie iig, 150, 158

,, Paradise 'I'he 283

,, Ked Billed Tree The 195

Kag'.e, The 119
,, Wliite Headed Sea 195

Kclectus, New Guinea 109

„ Ked Sided 16

Emu, The 85

Falcon, Greenland 9
,, Peregrine 9

Finches 83, 210, 213, 240
Finch, Alario 247, 278

Aurora 115, 295, 323, 324
Australian 246
Black-capped 183
Black-headed 185
Blackhead Joined 66, 194, 293,

295
Bluish The 92
Cherry The 247, 278
Chestnut The 278, 295
Citron The 54
Collared The 183
Crimson The 122. 191
Cuba 18

Diamond 16, 295, 316
Euler's 138
Fire-, The 42, 49, 53, 116,

120, 214, 288

,, Spotted The 120

,, Vinaceons The 16,53, 121

Fire Red The 64, 194, 293, 294
Gouldian 289, 339
Grev Tlie 88
Gul'tural The 68
Half White The 87, 159
Jacarini 294
Lavender The 17, 49, 120, 121

Lavender Backed 63, 194, 294,

317
Lined 90
I,iiieated 187
Long-tailed Grass 29, 286, 292
Marsh 'l"he 145
ISIelba The igt, 316
Parson The 16, 278, 286
Parrot The 54, 191, 226, 247, 256

340
Pied Grass 219
Pileated The 220, 325
Plumbeous 8g
Purple The 195
Quail, The i8,\=;4, 317
Reddish The 145
Kedfaced The 17

Redheaded The 220, 249, 291

325
Ruficauda 266, 292, 325
Saffron The 54, 84, 246
Sepoy 317

Finch, Siberian Rose The 54
,, Singing Green The 87, 191,

214. 235

,, ,, Grey, The 42, 54, 217

,, Spectacled 186

,, Tricolour The 17

,, White Throated The 69
,, Yellow rumped The 42, 116,291

Firefinch 42, 49, 53, 116, 120, 214, 288

., Spotted 120

,,
Vinaceons 16, 53, 121

Flycatcher Indian Paradise The
no, 114

,, Phoebe The 195

,, Spotted The 11, 149
Forktail, The 273

Goose Brent The 195
., Canadian The 195

,, White-fronted The 195
Goldfinch 2, 120, 149 246

,,
Mule 2

Gouldian Finch Tlie 21, 29, 31, 56,

247, 255, 273, 339, 342

,, ,, iSiackheaded 17, 31,

115, 287

,, ,, Redheaded 21, 50,

115. 287
Grackles, Dumont's 195

,,
Purple, The 195

Grassfinch,The 17, 29, 31, 209, 240, 342

,, Longtailcd The 29, 2S6,

292, 342
Masked The 287

,,
Rufous tail 266 292, 325

,, White-eared 287
Greenfinch, The 2, 101, 120
Grosbeak, The 17, 211, 240

,, Black-l)reasted 183

,,
Blue The 154

,,
Chestnut Bellied 194

„ Grev, The 88

,, Rad'iated, The 187

,,
Rose Breasted 54, 195, 222

,,
Thick Billed 194

,,
Virginian 18

Guan, White Kj'e-browed 9
Gull, The 265

,, Black-headed 7

,, Brown-headed 265

H
Hangnest, The 53

., Baltimore The 195

,, Barefaced The 53

,, Black The 194

,, Brazilian, The 53
,, Golden The 53, 193, 294

,, ,, Crowned The 53
Hawfinch, The 120

Hawk, The 72, 200

,, F:agle The 26

„ White The 25
Heron, The 9

,, Great American The 195
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Heron, Ward's 195
Hoiieyeater, Tlie (Poe or Poy) 10

Hornbill, Great The S5

,, Grey „ 56
Huinining Bird, The 8, 102

,, ,,
Blue Headed

Sapphire 102, 116

,, ,, Broad Tailed 152

,, ,, Oeiioiie 102

,, ,, Prevost's Mangos
102, 116

,, ,, Ruby Crested The
102, 116

Hybrids :

Alario x ? 20

,, X Canary 20
Bicheno x Zebra 20

Bronzewing x JIagpie Maiinikiii
igo, 2ig, 225

Canary x Bullfinch 175
Cardinal Hybrids 115

,, Virginian x Grey 218, 222,

225
Chaffinch x Braniblefinch 174
Cutthroat x Kedliead Kincli 221,

254, 281
Hybrid, Foreign 20
Goldfinch x Canary 175
Greenfinch x Bullfinch 175

,, x Canary 175

,, x (Joldfinch 175
Java Sparrow x Silverbill 313
Linnet x Bullfinch 175

,, X Canary 175
,. X Canary 175

lyOngtailed Grassfinch x
;\Iasked Grassfinch 20

Redpoll x Bullfinch 175
Kedrnnip x Kosella Parrakeet 20
Silverbill x Bengalee 161

Siskin x Canary 175
Spice Finch x Bengalee 292
Zebra Finch x Indian Silverbill

Indigo Bird, The 195, 317

J
Jackass, LaughingThe 24
Jackdaw, The 71, loi

Jay, The 55
,, American Blue, The 195

,, Black-tliroated, The 281

,, Blue, The 150, 151, 155

,, Himalayan, The 283
Java Sparrows, Grey 16, 275

,, ,, White, 316
Jungle Babbler 54

Kagu, The 9, 157
Kakapoo, Tlie 117
Kea, 283
King Bird, The 195
Kingfisher, Buff The 173

Kinofisher, Laughing, The 171, 173
Kiwi 283
Koel, Indian The loS

I,ark, The 2

,, Black The 42, 43
,, Meadow The 195
,, Wood 'The 42, 43

Linnet, The 88. 120

,, Brown The 2

Lory, The 117

,, Crimson 316

,, Ceram or Chattering 316

,, Yellow-backed 171

,, Black Crowned 316
Lorikeets, 117

,,
Forsten's igr

,,
Swainson's 191

,, Varied 209, 212, 292
Love-birds, 14
Lovebird, Blue-winged 227, 315

,, Grey-headed 227 342

,,
Passerine 191, 315

,, Peach-faced 15

,, Red-faced 15, 227

,,
Red and Green 13

,,
Guiana 315

M
Macaw, Red and Blue 16

,, Bine and Yellow 316
Magpie, 'The 55, 71, 72, 77, 99

,, Mountain 25
Mallard, 'The 113
Mannikin, 'The i, 31, 86, 209, 240

,, Black-headed 279

,,
Bronze-winged 291

,, Magpie 291

,, Kufbus-backed 17, 82, 316-

,,
Striated 279

,, Three-coloured 279

,, Tricolo\ir 16

Marsh Bird, 'The 209, 246

,,
Red-breasted 193, 252, 294

Martin, House 118, 120, 263

,, Sand 120
Mesia, Silver-eared 19, 196
Moorhen, 149
Munia,i53
Mynah, 52, 54, 87

,. Crested i

,, Ceylon House 19

„ Indian Hill 11

,, Lesser The 87

,, Siamese Hill ig

N
Nightingale, 'The lor, 263

,,
Virginian 44, 45, 86

Night Jar, 199, 221

,, Great 23
Nonpareil, 87, 116, 120, 121, 220, 247

,, Pintailed 12, 17, 49
Nun, 'The 86
Nuthatch, '1 he 263
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O
Oriole, Tlie 114, 156

„ BaUiiuore, The 150
,, Golden, 'I'lie 12, 87

Ouzel, Grey-winged 280

„ King 195
Oven Bird 195
Owl, 13

Barred 195
Brown or Wood 221, 261
.Screech, Tlie 150
Tawny 42, 263
Virginian Hagle 195

Parrot Bird, lo

,, The 14, 277
., African Grey 13

,, Amazon 2

,. ,, Blue-fronted 16, 167

,, ,, Versicolor 167

,, Crimson Winged 25
,, Dusky 191, 194, 316
., Grey 16, 316
,, Night, The 117

,, Owl 117

,, Senegal 16, 208, 316
,, Violet 191, 194, 316

Parrakeet, The 14, 23, 129, 227

,, Alexandrine 316

,, Banded 321

,, Barnard's 15, 316

,, Blossom Headed 16

,, Blue Banded 15

,, Blue Bonnet 162, 168, 191,

227

,, Blue Crowned Hanging
276

,, Bourke's 15

,, Brown's 227

,, Ceylonese Hanging loi

,, Crimson Winged 15, 248
341

,, Javan 321

,, Lineolated 15

,, Many-Coloured 191, 227,

246, 316

,, Moustache 321-322

,, Orange Flanked 2

,, Pennant ig8, 227

,, Quaker 294

„ Ked-breasted 321

,, Ked-mantled 20

,, Red-rumped 227, 278

,, Ked-vented Blue Bonnet
15,316

,, Red Rosella 295

,, King -necked 2

'rui 15

,, Turquoisine 227

,, Varied 15. 293
,, Whiskered, 321

,, Yellow Collared 88, 227
Partridge, The 2

Peafowl, The 112, 113
Penguin, Blackfooted 8

Pheasant, The 150, 196

,,
Golden 2, 246

Pigeon, The 86, 150, 264

„ Brush Bronzewing 196

,, Crested 85, 196

,, Nicohar 86, 319
,, Meyer's 196

,, Kock 101, 264
„ Spotted 85

,, Wonga Wonga 85, 196
Plover II, 60

Quail, The 209, 211, 241

„ Black-throated 84

,, Californian 2, 86, 319

„ Chinese 340

„ Harlequin 30

,, Montezuma 195

,, Plumed Mountain 286

R
Raven, The 71
Redpoll The 120

Redshank, TJie 154, 196
Redstart, fhe 273
Regent Bird 153
Ribbon Finch i, 87

,, ., Rliodesian 316
Robiu, The 151

,, American 195
„ Blue I, 53, 247
,, Magpie 57, 245, 280

,, Pekin 20, 54, 86, 253, 280, 319
Rook, The 55, 72, 262
Rosella, The 2, 31

,, Meal}', 25 198, 227, 278
,, Red 227, 279

Ruficauda 17

Saltator, Great 54
Satin Bird 152
Scaly Crowned Weaver 316
Screamer, Crested 9
Seed-eater, Black Throated 234

,, Sulphury 46, 236

,, Tropical 295
Serin, The 247

,, Black-faced 220, 228, 317
,, Gre3'-necked 54, 235

,, Yellow-rnmped 225, 234, 254,
2<

Siskin, Black Headed 317
Shama, The i, 51, 219, 294, 295
Sheldrake, Variegated 283
Shrike, The 55
Sibia, Ulack-headed 241

,, Long-tailed 244
Silverbill, The 86, j6i, 323

„ African, 291

„ Indian 59, 290, 323
Siskin, The 2, 120

,, Black-faced 18

„ IJnglish 214
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siskin, Pine 195
Siiovvbiid, The 195
Sparrow, The 31, loo, 114, 118, 120,

151, 262

,, Cape 220

,, ChiiigoloSoiig-43, 44, 47,
48, 197

,, Chipping- 195
., Diamond 16, 60, 87, 220,

246, 29s
,, Field 195

i'ox 53, '195

,, Golden 53
,, Grey-headed, 53
,, Hedge 43
,, Honse 46
,, Song- IQ5

,, Hybrid Song- 20

,, Java I, 280

,, ,, Grev 16, 275

,, ,, White 16, 72, 84, 87,

220, 275
,, Maninibe 53
,, Pileated Song- 53
,, Kock 53
,, Tree 46, 120

,, White Throated Song 195
,, Yellow 323
,, Yellow Throated 114

Spectacle Bird 254
Spice Bird 85, 323, 340, 341
Starling, The 2, 207, 204

Amethyst, White Bellied

10, 93, 99
,, Andaman 155
,, (Jlossy 19, 93, 97
,, Malabar

?:;i, 154
Stonechat, The 219, 264
Sug-ar Bird 10, 18

,, ,, Black-headed 194, 317
,, ,, Purple 163, 166

,, ,, Yellow-winged 163, 165,

192

,, ,, Black-faced 194, 317
Sunbird, Indian 314, 317
Sun Bittern, The 9, 157
Swallow, The 118, 120, 200, 263

T
Tanager,TIie 76, 77, 78. 79, 8i, 82,

116, 209
,, Archbishop 19, 76
,, Black 14, 76, 177, 201, 202

,, Black-backed 18

I, ,, -cheeked 192, 295
,, ,, and Ked 195
,, Blue 14, 19, 50, 76, 219, 256,

257. 293, 295
„ ,, -winged 10

,, Cuban or Banana 76
,, Dwarf 10

., Knierald 255
,, Festive 317
,, Magpie 72, 76, 79, 80, 317
,, Many-coloured 201

„ Maroon 10, 192, 256, 257,
282, 294, 317

Tanager, Olive 14, 51, 177, 198
,, Olive Gi-een 76
,, Palm 10, 76

,, Scarlet 14, 50, 51, 76, 80,

177, 201," 294, 317, 319'

,, Spotted Kmerald 10

,, Striated 10

„ Superb 19, 49, 51, 76, 177,
192, 219, 2SS, 317

Thick-billed 10

,, Tricolour 76, 177, 219, 255
„ Violet 122, 201. 204, 255
,, White-capped, 317
,, Yellow 192

Teal, The 119
Thicknee, Double Striped 9
Thrush, The 2, 11, 30, 146, 148,262, 263

325
,, Black-throated Laughing

317
,, Blue Mocking- 195
,, Brown Mocking 195
,, Cuban Mocking- 195
,, Grey-breasted 194
,, ,, -cheeked 224
,, Hermit 223

,, Laughing- 280

,, Missel 85

,, Olive-backed 223

,, Red-headed 280

,, Water 195
,, Whistling- 273

,, White Throated Ground 19
,, Wilson's 195, 223

,, Wood 195, 223
Tickell's 280

Tit, The lor, 149, 262

,, Japanese ig

,, Oxeye, The 264
Titmouse, Black-capped 195

,, Long-tailed 206
Toucan 52, 129

„ Careen 10, 134
,, Green-billed 19, 123, 125'

,, Sulphur Breasted 128,130, 197
,, ,, Crested 195
,, Toco 131, 197

Touraco, (ireen Crested ig
Tropical Seedeater 295
Troupial, ]5rouze Headed 318

,, Gold Crowned 19

,, Military i

,, Ked Breasted i

,, ,, Knmped 53

,, Kuddy-shouldered 176
,, Yellow 53

Twite 129

Vireo, Yellow-eyed, 195
Vulture, Turkey 195

w
Wagtail, Pied 85
Warbler, Sedge 268

,, Willow 149, 210
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Warbler, Wood 219, 256
„ Yellow 195

Waxbill, The i, 30, 31, 82, 86, 120, 138,

160, 209, 210, 213, 240, 280

,, Blue-breasted, 53, 191, 246

,, Cape, The 12

,, Golden-breasted, 16, 41, 54,

84, 288,317, 318, 324

,, Green, The 54
,, Grey, The 17, 324

,, Orange-cheeked 83, 295, 318

324

,, St. Helena or Red-bellied
16, 83, 316, 324

,, Sydney 191, 316
,, Violet-eared 16, 191, 316

,, Zebra 191, 219, 220, 256, 316,

317, 318,324
Waxwiufj, The 265
Weaver, The i, 86, 209, 240

,, Black-headed 290

,, Grenadier 220

,, Half-masked 290

,, Madagascar 4, 59, 87, 122,

220, 290

,, Napoleon 246

,, Orange 290

,, Oryx 220, 290

,, ked-billed 290

,, Scaly Crowned 316

,, Taha 220
Weka or Wood-hen 283

„ Earl's 283

Wheatear 264
Whinchat 264
White-eye or Tit, Indian 57, 253
Whitethroat,The 11

Woodchat, Bine 250
Woodpecker, The 149

,,
I^esser Black 193

Wren, The loi, 206

,, Golden Crested 12, 204

,, Willow, The 149
Wryneck, Tlie loi

Whydah, The 86, 87, 240
,, Crimson-shouldered 8t

,, ,, -winged 177

,, Giant 117

,, Paradise, The 6, 7, 246
,, Pintailed, The 220

,, Queen, Shaft or Racquet-
tailed 5, 317

,, Red Collared, The 12, 17

Y
Yellowhammer, The 2

Zebra Finch 3, 83,

,. Waxbiil, 31
Zosterops, Japanese 317

, 247, 274, 28
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(Orig. Mem.)

OSBALDESTON, WiLLiAM, II, vStephenson Terrace, Preston,

Lanes. (Orig. Mem).

Page, W. T., F.Z.vS., 6, Rylett Crescent, Sliedlierd's Bn.sh, W.
(May, 1905).

Partridge, Mrs., Loxia, Richmond Road, Worthing (Dec,

1905)-

Perkins. E., Chester Hill, Woodchester, Gloncestershne
(Feb., 1903).

PerrEAU, Capt. G. F, 2/4 Gnrkha Rifles, Bakloh, Punjab,
India (Dec, 1903).

Perring, C. vS. R., 4, Cambridge Villas, High Street, Tedding-
ton (Oct., 1902).

Perryman, C. W., Bifi'ons, Farnborongh, Hants. (Jnh^ 1902).

PiCARD, H. K., 10, vSandwell Crescent, W. Hampstead, N.W.
(Oct., 1901).

Pickles,W. H., vStoneyhmst, Morecambe, Lanes. (May, 1904).

Pond, Mrs. T. A., 174, Upper Parliament Street, Liverpool
(Nov., 1902).

PORTEOUS, James T., Deneholme, Hexham (Sept., 1903).

Restall, J. A., 82, Cambridge Street, Birmingham (Nov.,

1903)-
Rick, Capt. G., Clayquhat, Blairgowrie, N.B. (July, 1902).

Richard, E., Hotel Metropole, Brighton (Nov., 1901).

RoGERSON, Mrs., Fleurville, Clieltenham (Feb., 1903).

ROTCH, C. D., 3, Beach Lawn, Waterloo, near Liverpool
(Orig. Mem.)

Row, C. H., Irene House, Cornard Road, .Sudbury (Dec.

(1905)-

Rycroft, Mark E., 8, Park Street, Wakefield (April, 1903).

Salt, Thomas, L. R.C. P., Yiewsley, Saltley, Birmingham,
(July, 1903).

Savage, A., 3, Rue Bihorel, Bihorel, Rouen, France (Dec.

1901).

Scott, Professor W. E. D., 341, Nassau Street, Princetown,
New Jersey, U.S.A. (vSept. 1902).

Seth-SmiTh, David, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U., 14, Canning Road,
Addiscombe (Nov. 1903).

SmiThwick, Capt. W. F., Youghal House, Nenagh, Ireland,

(Dec. 1902).

Snell, S. H., M.D., 261, Trinity Road, Wandsworth, S.W.
(March, 1904).

SOMERS, Frank, M.R.C.V.S., 66, Francis Street, Leeds (Jan.

1907).

vSpeED, HedlEY, 12, Victoria Park, Bangor (Nov. 1901).

Stevenson, B., 69, Margravine Gardens, West Kensington,
(Jan. 1907).



StorEV, James, 7, Blenheitu Terrace, St. John's Wood, N.W.
(Orig. Mem.)

Stroud, Lionel, F.R.C.V.S., 29, Spring Street, Paddington,

W. (June, 1906).

SUGGITT, R., Suggitt's Lane, Cleethorpes (Dec. 1903).

Swan, j. A., 87, Lower Kennington Lane, S.E. (Oct. 1901).

SWAYSLAND, W., 47, Queen's Road, Brighton (Orig. Mem.)

Tanner, F. L., L.D.S.R.C.S. Eng., Vauvert House, Gueriise)-,

(Feb. 1904).

ThwaiTES, George, Dunedin Villa, Northampton Road,
Market Harborough (Feb. 1903).

ToMASSi BALDEr.r.T, La Contessa G., 4, Via Silvio Pelico,

Florence, Italv (Dec. 1901).

TOWNSEND, S. M., 3, Swift Street, Fulham, S.W. (Orig. Mem.)

TOYE, Mrs. M., Stanhope, Bideford, N. Devon (Nov. 1901).

TravER-S, Miss AnneTTp:, Kingcraigee, Courtmacsherry, co.

Cork (Dec. 1903).

Trechmann, Dr. Max M., 131, St. George's Road, S. W.
(Dec. 1904).

True, Will, 74, Comeragh Road, London, W. (Jan. 1905).

Vere, The Very Rev. Canon, 21a, vSoho Square, London, W.
(Nov. 1903).

Vernon, Mrs., Toddington Park, Dunstable, Beds. (Oct. 1905).

Wallace, Jas. Sim, D.vSc, M.D., CM., 30a, Wiinpole Street,

London, W. (Jan. 1904).

Wardale, H., Willington House, Willington Quay, North-
umberland (May, 1903).

Watts, Rudolph, Wilmar, Wiggenhall Road, Watford (Nov.

1906).

Webb, W., i. North Road, Surbiton (Jan. 1904).

Wheeler, Alfred, 2, West View Terrace, Droitwich Road,
Worcester (Sept. 1903).

WhiTTaker, T. H., Ravensmere, Marine Drive, An.sdell,

Lytham, Lanes. (Dec. 1903).

Wilde, Mi.ss Maude, Little Gaddesden, Berkhampstead,
(Nov. 1901).

WiLMOT, The Rev. Richard H., Poulton Vicarage, Fairford,

(Nov. 1902).

Wilson, Miss F. M., 34, Charrington vStreet, London, N.W.
(March, 1906).

Wilson, T. N., M.A., Oak Lodge, Bitterne, nr. Southampton
(Jan. 1902).

Winchilsea and Nottingham, The Countess of, Harlecli,

Merioneth (June, 1903).

WOOLSTON, T., 22, Wilson Street, Middlesborough (Oct. 1903)



WroTTESLEY, The Hon. Wai^ter B., F.Z.S., 8, Herbert
Crescent, S.W. (Dec. 1902).

Yallop, F. J., 85, Priiiceof Wales Road, Noiwicli (July, 1902).

The Hon. Editorial Secretary reqtcests that he may be

promptly advised of any errors or omissions iti the above

list.
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ROLL OF ASSOCIATES. ^^3

BULI.OCK-Webster, a., King's Close, Barnstaple (Oct. 1902).

Curtis, Mrs. D. W., Market Place, Stowmarket (Sept. 1902).

Gordon, Miss, 57, Burlington Road, Bayswater. W.
(Ma}-, 1904),

Haixiday, Charles, Bridge Street, Banbridge, co. Down,
(June, 1903).

Harris, Chari.es, 15, Clayton Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
(Oct. 1902).

Harton, Miss E., 53, Goldhurst Terrace, South Hanipstead,
N.W. (Nov. 1903).

Hawke, The Hon. M. C, Wighill Park, Tadcaster.
(Nov. 1902).

Hentsch, W. J., Douglas Villa, Acacia Grove, New Maiden,
Surrey (Jan. 1904),

HiNCKS, Miss E. M., Baron's Down, Dulverton (Jan. 1903).

HowMAN, Miss, Sherwood, Essex Grove, Upper Norwood, S.E.
(Nov. 1901).

Hyde & Co., lAd., R., Harold Street, Camberwell, S.E.
(May, 1902).

Lee, Miss Constance, Budleigh, Salterton, R.vS.O., Devon,
(Dec. 1904).

Lock, Miss M., 82, Southwold Mansions, Elgin Avenue,
Maida Vale (Feb. 1906).

LyTHGOE, G. W. p., 25 Stamford vStreet, Old Trafford,

Manchester (Nov. 1906).

Marshai.1., Mrs., Ashley Warren, Walton - on - Thames,
(Dec. 1903).

Martin, Mrs. Horace, 13, Hillside, Wimbledon, Surrey.
(May, 1904).

McAdam, Mrs. J., 24, Cambridge Terrace, Hyde Park, W.
(June, 1903).

MiTCHELI,, H., Duchy Court, Harrogate (Sept. 1903).

Moore, Mrs. G. W., Moore House, Finchley Road, St. John's
Wood, N.W. (Oct. 19C3).

Nicholson, Miss M. E., Meadow Croft, Upton, Birkenhead,
(June, 1903).

North, Josiah, 314, Oxford Road, Reading (Sept. 1904).
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Panton, Miss May, 14, King Edward's Road, Oldfield Park,
Bath (June, 1903).

PENGEr.LEY, Chari.es H. C, Hollywell, St. Ives, Hunts,
(Oct. 1903).

Saywet,t„ Miss Theodora, The College, Brouisgrove,
Worcestershire (Oct. 1902).

Sevastopui.o, Mrs. G. D, 147, Gloucester Terrace, Hyde Park,
London, W. (Oct. T901).

Sharp, H. S., Heathfield, Bingley, Yorks (Nov. 1901).

Sr,ATTER, A. C, 17, Commercial Street, Hereford (July, 1903).

Tweed, H. R. B., B.A. Oxon., Laindon Frith, Billericay,

(June, 1903).

Ward, The Hon. Mrs. vSoMERSET, Carrowdore Castle,

Donaghadee, co. Down (Oct. 1905).
Wii.sON, H. R... Angleham, Rosebery Crescent, Newcastle-on-

Tyne (Dec. 1903).
Withers, H. B., 249, High Street, Watford, Herts. (Nov. 1906).

Wright, Mrs., New Brook, Atherton, Manchester (Oct. 1904).

I" The Hon. Editorial Secretary requests that he may be

promptly advised of any errors or omissions in the above

list.
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RULES.

1. The objects of "The Foreign Bird CIvUb" shall

be the miitnal eiicouiagement and assistance of the members
and associates in the keeping, breeding, and exhibiting of
foreign birds, and the improvement of shows in regard to

them.

2. The Clnb shall be composed of members and associates.

Every member shall pay an entrance fee of 2/6 and an
annual subecription of 10/-. Every associate shall pay an
entrance fee of 2/6 and an annual subscription of 5/-.

Associates shall have such of the privileges of membeis as

the Council shall from time to time direct. Subscriptions
shall be due and payable in advance on the ist of March in

each year. If any member's or associate's subscription shall

be more than three months overdue he shall be suspended
from all the benefits of the Clnb, and if more than nine
mouths overdue, notice of his having ceased to be a member or
associate of the Club, and of the cause, may be published in

the Notices to Members; and on such notice being published
he shall cease to be a member or associate accordingly, but his
liabilit}' for the overdue subscription shall continue.

3. New members shall be proposed in writing by a
member of the Club and new associates by either a member or
an associate: and the name and address of every person thus
proposed, with the name of the person proposing him, shall be
published in the Notices to Members. Unless the candidate
shall, within fourteen days after the publication of his name,
be objected to by at least two members, he shall be duly
elected. If two or more members lodge with either of the
Secretaries objections to anj- candidate he shall not be elected,
but the signature to the signed objections must be verified by
the Scrutineer. The Secretaries and the Scrutineer shall not
disclose the names of the objectors. Associates desirous to
become members shall go through the same form of election
as other candidates but shall not pay an entrance fee.

4. Any member or associate wishing to resign at the
end of the current year of the Club shall give notice of his
intention to one of the Secretaries before the ist of February,
and in default of such notice he shall be liable for the following
year's subscription.

5. The officers of the Club shall be elected from the
members and shall consist of a President, one or more Vice-
Presidents, an Auditor, a Scrutineer, one or more Secretaries;,

a Treasurer, a Council of twelve membeis, and such number of
Judges as shall from time to time be determined by the
Council. The Secretary or Secretaries and the Treasurer shall
be ex-officio members of the Council. The Secretary or
.Secretaries, the Treasurer, the Council, and the Judges shall
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be elected aiiunally by the members in mauiier hereinafter
provided. The other officers shall be elected annually by the
Couuoil immediately after their own election.

6. The election of the Secretary or vSecretaries, Tieasurer,
Council, and Judges shall take place every year between the
15th of January and the 5th of P'ebruary. The Secretaries
shall ascertain which of the members are willing to stand for
election to office, and shall send to each member of the Club,
on or about the 15th of January, a voting paper containing a
list of all such members, showing the offices for which they are
respectively seeking election. Each member shall make a
cross (x) apposite the names of those for whom he desires to
vote, and .shall sign the paper at the foot and send it in a sealed
envelope to the Scrutineer, so that he may receive it before the
5th of February. The Scrutineer shall prepare a return of the
officers ellected, showing the number of votes recorded for

each candidate, and send it to one of the Secretaries for publi-
cation in the Notices to Members for Februar}'. The Scruti-
neer shall not reveal to any person how any member shall have
voted. lu the event of au equality of votes the President
shall have a casting vote.

7. Dealers in birds shall not be eligible for election to any
office in the Club, except that of Judge. For the purpose ot

this rule, an}- member who habitually buys birds with the
intention of selling them again shall be deemed a dealer in

birds. Before the annual election of officers, the vSecretaries

shall submit to the Council the list of members willing to

stand for election to the Secretaryship, the Treaturership, and
the Council, and the Council shall remove from the list the
name of any candidate who shall be, in the opinion of the
Council, a dealer in birds within the meaning of this rule.

The decision of the Council, or of an}' Committee to whom
the Council shall delegate its powers under this rule, shall be
final. When a dealer is proposed as a member of the Club,
the fact of his being a dealer shall be stated in the Notices to

Members.

8. It shall be lawful for the Council to delegate any of its

powers to a Committee.

9. The Council may appoint an Arbitration Committee,
which may decide questions at issue between members and
associates when requested to do so by both parties. Any
decision of such Committee shall be final. Except to the
extent permitted by this rule, the Club and its officers shall

decline to concern themselves with disputes between members.

ID. The Council .shall have power to alter and add to the
Rules, but shall give to the members notice of any proposed
alteration or addition, and in the event of six members ob-

jecting thereto within fourteen days the proposed alteration or
addition shall be submitted to the votes of the members.
Failing such objection the alteration or addition shall date

from its adoption by the Council.
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11. The Council shall have power to expel any member or
associate at any time.

12. Neither the office of Scrutineer nor that of Auditor
shall be held for two consecutive years by the same person.
The Scrutineer shall not be a candidate at any election at

which he acts as Scrutineer.

13. If any office becomes vacant at any time other than at

the end of the current year of the Club, the Council shall have
power to nominate any member to fill the vacancy.

14. The decision of the majority of the Council shall be
final and binding on the Club, but a resolution passed by the
Council shall not be acted upon unless there be an absolute
majority of the Council (and not merely of those voting) in its

favour.
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NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

The Magazine Coiniiiittee regret that there is no coloured

frontispiece with which to commence the vohime, but the time

since our assumption of control has been so limited that this

has not been possible. Four plates have been put in hand, and

one of them will appear in the April number.

The number of plates given must depend largely (at any

rate for this volume) on the support given by members to the

Illustration Fund. I have a strong desire to issue one with

each number, as well as half-tone illustrations and line draw-

ings in the text : this, of course, must be a matter which the

amount of support. accorded must decide.

Special attention is drawn to the fact that if the magazine

is to flourish, and increase in interest and influence, such is

onl)' possible by the members sending accounts of their

aviaries and birds accompanied, where possible, by photo-

graphs. Much valuable data is lost because it is thought

trivial and refers to well-known species—nothing is trivial,

and if members will only record their experiences, there is

no reason vi'h}' we should not have an interesting page of

miscellaneous notes and items with each issue. Will members

residing abroad kindly send field notes etc. of tlie birds of

their respective localities.?

For the reason that there was ver}' little copy to hand, I

have been unwillingly compelled to inflict much of my own

composition on readers, and I trust members will make my
task a little lighter in future issues.

Will four of our members come forward with a gift of a

coloured plate each ? so that the current volume may be a

thoroughl}' successful one. And permit me to urge all to make

the FoRfi;iGN Bird CIvUB known to all interested in our fasci-

nating pursuit : the extra income derived from increase of

membership will be practically all available for the improve-

ment of the magazine.

It is again proposed, as indicated above, to open an Illus-

tration Fund, that the value of B/rd Notes may be enhanced
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ill this most desirable feature, to which the smallest donation

will be welcomed.

The Magazine Committee invite suggestions as to subjects

for future plates; the first four have already been put in hand.

W. T. Page,
March islh, 1907. //on. Editorial Secretary.

The Hon. IJditor, who is making a study of sexual dis-

tinctions, specially in respect of those species which have the

the plumage similar: will be very glad of any bodies which

members do not require for their own cabinets. All will be

welcome excepting Budgerigars, Cockatiels, Zebra and Ribbon

Finches, Bengalese, Java vSparrows and such as have the plum-

age quite distinct. Insectivorous and fruit-eating species

specially desired.

PROPOSED FOR ELFCTION AS MEMBERS.

Miss Vera Bromwich, Pegsdon House, near Hitcliin, Herts.
By S. M. TowNSEND.

Mr. J. DewhurST, 52, North End Road, West Kensington, W.
By H. Gray, M.R.CV.S.

Mr. J. H. HhnsTOCK, Marketplace, Ashbourne Derby ;

Mr. J. HAivr,, 10, Beverley Road, Chiswick, W. ;

Mr. E. Teschemaker, Ringmore, Teignmouth, Devon
;

Mr. F. M. BridgewaXER, Terriers House, High Wycombe,
Bucks. ; and

Miss H. L. Morgan, 108, Craiglea Drive, Edinburgh.
By W. T. Page.

THE BIRD MARKET.

The charge is one penny for every four words, including: address. All

advertisements njust be pre-paid, and reach the Editorial Secretary by
the loth of the month,

" Noegg'USei."—New food for softbills, guaranteed to contain
no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the
right ingredients. Eaten readily, no waste, only requires
damping. To be obtained at 2s. per lb., samples 6d., from
the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park, Beds.

On Sale—Young Senegal Parrot, handsome and acclimatised,
£2- Mrs. Mir,i,ER, 27, Belgrave Road, S.W,
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions upon wliich these will be made by Mr.
Hy. Gkay, M.R.C.V.S., 23, Upper Philliinore Place, Kensing-
ton, W., are as follows:

(i) The birds ninst be sent immediatef.y after death.

(2) The)' viusl be packed in a box.

(3) The letter' accouipanying them must not he placed in

the box along ivith the birds.

(N.H. Unle.ss the above conditions are complied with the

package will be destroyed withont examination).

(4) The letter must detail as far as possible -aW particulars

as to [a) date of death,

(b) length of illness,

{c) symptoms of illness,

[d) lodgment and feeding of birds, and
[e) especially as to whether egg food or inga seed

has been given.

(5) The work will be done gratuitously, and a report

published in " Bird Notes," but under no circumstances

whatever ivill a report be sent by post unless a Jee

of 2/6 accompanies the letter and bird. Pressure of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rule, and it applies to all members whether they

are personally acquainted with him or not.

BOUND VOLUMES OF "BIRD NOTES.

Volume I. is out of print. The Publishers ate occasionally
able to get second-hand copies.

Of Volume II. there remain only a few copies,

to Members and Associates ... 7/6
to others 10/6

Volumes III., IV. & V. zvith hand-coloured plates

to Members and Associates each Jo/6
to others ....

^^ j^/.

„ ,, ivith plates uncoloured

to Members and Associates - each 7/6
to others ....

^^ 10/6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., III., IV. and V. may be had,
price 1/2 each post free.

Application for Bound Volumes and cases must be made to

the Publishers.
The cases for binding Vol. V. are now ready.



17
APRIL, 1907.

^he .iForeion Birb illub.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
Thb Magazink : It will be evident to all, that we cannot

have many nnnibers as sinnptnousl}' illustrated as the present

one (the cost of half tone blocks has however been largely sub"

scribed for) ; the future must depend entirely on the support

given to the Illus' ration Fund. Copy is very short, and it will

certainly militate against the success of the Magazine if we

have to work fiom hand to month, as it were. If members

will support with copy and donations to the Illustration Fundi

the present issue may be taken as indicative, as to what we
inaN' hope to reach regularlv by a united effort.

OiiK Mrmbkrship : It is my strong desire to see our

membership at least doubled this year; and if all help in this

nmtter unitedly, there should be no difficulty about doing so;

most know at any late one whose tastes run in this direction,

and by the well worn method of each membei introducing

another, this object should be achieved with but little trouble.

The Council have decided to award certificates as follows:

I. To the two nio.st successful breeders during each

season. (Xot necessarilv for mere numbers, but also having

respect to the species bred).

2 For breeding am- species for the first time in this

countrv.

The awards will be made by the Awards and Arbitration

Committee, and only from the published accounts appearing in

the Magazine; their decision will be final.

W. T. Pack,

April Tsih, T907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
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THE ILLUSTRATION FUND.
The Council thankfully acknowledge the following

donations:

Mrs. Leslie Miller .. ..^220
The Editor .. .. .. 220
Mr. W. H. Foster .. .. i i o
Mrs. Mortimer .. .. o 10 o
Mr. J. H. Harrison .

.

. . o 10 o

VICE-PRESIDENTS ELECTED.
C. CASTi,p>Sr.OANE, FZ.S.
Cr.ARKK, R. H., M.A., M.B.

HoPKiNSON, E., M.A., M.B. Oxoii.

. NEW MEMB.HRS ELECTED.
Bkomwich, Miss Vkka, Pegsdon House, near Hitcliiii, Herts.

Morgan, Miss H. L., 108, Craiglea Drive, EdiulMirgh.

RkidGEWATEK, 1'". M., Terriers House, High Wycombe. Bucks.

DewhuksT, J. 52, North P:nd Road, West Kensington, W.

HAr,r,, J., 10, Beverley Road, Chiswick, W.
Hhnstock, J. H., Market Place, Ashbourne Derby.

Tkschemaker, W. E., B.A., Kiii'^more, Teiguuioutli. Devon.

PROPOSED FOR ICLECTION AS MI':M lilvRS.

Dewar, D., Indian Civil vService, Lahore, India.

By Capl. PERKKAn.

PROPOSED I'OR ELECTION AS ASSOCIATE,
Black, Mrs.. The Vicarage, Buxlon, Norwich.

By Miss BusTEKO.

THE BIRD MARKET.

Tlie cliaige is one penny for every four words, inchiding addicss. All

adverti.seiiieiits iiuist be pre-paid, and reacli tlie Editorial Secretary by

the loth of tlie month.

" NoeggUSei."— New food for softbills, guaranteed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the

right ingredients. Ivaten readily, no waste, only requites

damping. To be obtained at 2s. per lb., samples 6d., from

the sole agent,
Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park. Beds.
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Mrs. MiLLKR has for sale a Lettered Aracari, healthy and
acclimatized. 27, Belgrave Road, S.W.

Wanted — Red - headed Cardinal, Diamond Sparrow, Zebra
Finch, Ruficauda, all hens. Cock Parson Finch, and pair

White Java Sparrows.

Mrs. Mortimer, Wij^more, Holniwood, vSnrre}'.

The list of winners of Club Medals for 1904-5 were by an

oversight omitted from their respective places.

ocroBEK, 1904.

I, p. O. S. Crystal Palace-
Silver, Mr S. M. Townseiid
Bronze, Mr r,. W. Hawkins

Mr H. B. Smith
Manchester and Norwich —

Hionze and Silver, not awarded*

NOVEMBEK, 1904.

Nottingham—
Hronze, Mr, W. Osbaldeston

Camhridg-e -
Silver, Mrs Anning-son
Bronze, Mr W. A. Harding

Bridgwater

—

h'of a^tfluded*
Preston —

Silver, Mr W. Osbaldeston
St. Helen's -

Bronze, Mr W. H. Pickles

JANUARY. 1905.

y,. & p. O. S. Crystal Palace—
.Silver. Mr 7,. W. Hawkins
Bronze, Mrs Anningson

OCrOBEK, 1005.

L. C. B A. Earls' Court

-

.Silver, Mr .S. M. Townsend
Bronze, Mrs Leslie Miller

,, Mr M. Picard
Mancliestev—

Bronze, Mr W. Osbaldeston
Norwich -

.Si'ver, nut awarded*

NOVEMBEK, 1905.

Preston—
Silver, Mr VV. Osbldeston

CamViridg'e —
Bronze, .Mr Row

JANUARY, 1906.

Cork— Bronze, not awarded*

FEBRUARY, 1906.

I,, & P. O. S. Crystal Palace—
.Silver, Mr I,. W. Hawkins
Bronze, Mr .S. M. 'I'ownsend

OCTOBER, 1906.

Great Harwood—
Bronze, iiot aivarded*

L. C. B. A, Horticultural Hall-
Silver, Mrs. M. Towtsend
Bronze, Mrs Leslie Miller

,, Mrs Warren Vernon
Leeds —

Bronze, no caialogtie received
L. & P. O. S Camberwell—

.Silver & Bronze, not awarded*
Manchester -

Bronze, .Mr J. H. Harrison

Nottingham and Preston—
Hronze, not a-j.nrded*

DECEMBER, 1906.

Norwich -

Silver, no catalogue received

Gateshead —
Bronze, nut awarded*

JA.NUARY, 1907.

Cork -
Bronze, no catalogue received

In accordance with Show Reg-nlatious, Rule lO.

vS. M. TOWNSENO,
Hon. Exhibilional Secretary.
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions upon which these will be made by Mr.

Hy. Gray, M.R.C.V..S., 23, Upper Philliniore Place, Kensing-
ton, W., are as follow.s:

(i) The birds must be sent immediatkly after dealli.

(2) They ynust be packed in a box.

(3) ^-^^ letter accotnpanying them must not be placed in

the box along with the bids.

(N.B. Unless the above conditions are complied witli the

package will be destroyed witliont examination).

(4) The letter mnst detail as far as possible -aW particnbu.s

as to (a) date of death,

{b) length of illness,

{c) symptoms of illness,

(d) lodgment and feeding of birds, and

(e) especially as to whether egg food or iiiga set-d

has been given.

(5) The work will be done gralnitously, and a report

published in " Bird Notes," but under no circuuislances

whatever zvill a report be sent by post unless a Jee

of 2/6 accompanies the letter and bird. Piessnre of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rule, and it applies to all members whether they

are personally acqnainled with him or not.

BOUND VOI.UME.S OI' "BIRD NOTKS."

Volume I. is out of print. The Publishers ate occasionall\

able to gel second-hand copies.

Of Volume II. there lemain onlv a few copies,

to Members and Associates - - - 7/6

to others ...... io'6

Volumes III., IV. & V. with hand-coloured plates

to RIend)eis and Associates each 106
to others . . . .

,, 15'.

„ ,, with plates uncoloured

10 Members and Associates - each 7/6

to others ....
,, 10 6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., HI.. IV. and V. max be had,

price 1/2 each post free.

Application for Bound Volumes and cases must be made lo

the Publishers.
The cases for binding Vol. V. are now read\'.
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MAY, 1907.

^be jFoieign Birb Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

The Magazine : I must again point out to members the

necessity of sending in copy, or the Magazine must suffer ;

besides making my task, which should be a pleasure, almost a

burden. If justice is to be done to the matter appearing in

our pages, we must have copy in hand a month iu advance:

this will leave room for choice, so that the contents may be of

a varied character. Rough notes, observations, and photo-

graphs of either British or F'oreign birds, are needed, as well as

complete and comprehensive articles. So far I have been un-

willingly compelled to inflict a great deal of my own compo-

sition on readers, and to prepare it at very short notice.

Permit me to draw members' attention to the " Notices to

Members," appearing in March issue, and to urge these upon

them.

A number of leaflets entitled " Objects of the Club," are

distributed with the Magazine this month, and it is hoped that

all will make good use of them, so that the effort to double our

membership during the year may become an accomplished

fact.

W. T. Page,

May i^tk, 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
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NEW MEMBER ElyECTED.

D. Dkwar, Indian Civil Service, Lahore, India.

NEW AvSvSOCIATE ELECTED.

Mrs. Black, The Vicarage, Buxton, Norwich.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBER.

S. T. Hesklton, 45, Market Place, Bridlington.

By The Editor.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS ASSOCIATE.

H. Cooper, Hitchin Road, Luton.

By Mr. Townsend.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS.

J. H. Harrison, Frankfort House, 6, Central Beach, Lythani.

C. S. R. PerRIng, Melie House, Waldegrove Road,
'I'eddinglon.

Charles H. Rowe, Glen Vne, Cornard Road, Sudbury,
Suffolk.

THE BIRD MARKET.

The charge is one penny for every four words, including address. AI!

advertisements must be pre-paid, and reacli the Editorial Secretary by

the loth of the month.

" NoeggUSei."—New food for softbills, guaranteed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the

right ingredients. ICateii readily, no waste, only requires

damping. To be obtained at 2s. per lb., samples 6d., from

the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park, Beds.

Wanted—a pair of Zebra Finches from an outdoor aviary.

Rev. R. GORRINGE, Maxey Vicarage, Market Deeping.



ILLUSTRATION FUND.

Judging by the many coiinnuiiicatioiis that have come to

liaiid, tlie illustrations liave proved quite an interesting feature,

and have been much appreciated ; but it must be pointed out,

that, unless members generally will carrv their appreciation to

the extent of subsciihing to this fund, they cannot be con-

tinued on our present income; but as our membership

increases, the need for these appeals should largeh' disappear.

Such illustrations as have appeared in past volumes have

only been p<)ssil)le by the generosity of the few. This ought

not to conlinue, but all should bear their share of this

burden.

The Committee urge Uiat each member and associate

should contribute a donation to this fund, thus it will fall

heavily on none ; and neither the bulk of the magazine nor

number of illustrations will have to be curtailed.

THE FOREIGN HIRI) CLUB.

BIRD NOTES. ILLUSTRATION I'UND.

'Jo the Hon. Treasurer,

Mrs. K. L. Mii.LER, 27, Belgrave Road, T,ondon, S.W.

/ enclose with much pleasure £ : s.

:

d. as

a donation to this fund.

Name

Address

Date
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JUNE, 1907.

^be jforeion TBivb (Ilub.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
In the "Bird Market" is an advertisement which will

probably prove a great convenience to niany members during

the holiday season. Birds can be entrusted to Miss Lock's care

with the assuraiice that they will be carefully looked after and

their owner's wishes carried out.

Will members and associates please refer to the " Notices "

in the March and April issues ?

Permit me to remind members that tlie Illustiation Fund
still stands in need of much help.

WHSI.EY T. Page,

June isih, 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.

MOST POINTS V. BEST BIRD.

vSiR,—During last year, and more particularly at the

last Crystal Palace Show, members have complained to me
about our medals being awarded for most points and not for

the best bird. I promised to bring the matter before the

members, but before asking them to vote on tlie question it is

very desirable that some of our exhibiting members should

write, and give their views on tlie subject.

Personally I greatly prefer awarding prizes for the best bird

—prizes for most points seem to be specially made for secre-

taries who want to make full classes, and for dealers who like

to make a displa}' of the medals; but to me the interest in a

prize lies in it being won by a particular bird.

Permit me to urge members, and more particularly our

judges, to give their views in time for next issue of the

magazine. S. M. ToWNSEND.

[It is to be hoped that all interested members will express their views

freely, as to the above suggested change ; so far as a non-exhibitor may
express an opinion, it appears to me, very preferable to and a distinct

advance on the present method of awarding medals for " Most Points."—Ed.]
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NEW MEMBER ELECTED.
S. T. Hesei,Ton, 45, Market Place, Bridlington.

NEW AvSSOCIATE ELECTED,

H. Cooper, Hitchin Road, T/Uton.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBERS.
Albert Sutci^iffe, Field House, Grinisbv.

By R. SuGGiTT.
H. Payne, The Little Zoo., Lyncoiiibe Hill, Rath.

By The E<Htor.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS ASSOCIATE.

Miss Edith Brickwood, 3, Ladies' Ivodfje. Dunstable, Reds.

By Mrs. Wakren Vernon.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS.
Miss E. Brooksbank, Bawtry, Yorkshire.

Mrs. Warren Vfcrnon, Toddington Manor, Dunstable, Reds.

Miss Lock, 84A, Salisbury Road, Brondesbnry, N.W.

THE BIRD MARKET.

The cliarge is one penny for every four words, inclnding address. All

advertisements must be pre-paid, and reach the Editorial Secretary by

the loth of the month.

" NoeggUSei."—New food for softhills, gnaranleed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the

right ingredients. p;ate'- readily, no waste, only requires

damping. To be obtained at 2S. per lb., samples 6d., from

the sole agent,
Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park, Beds.

A lady, experienced in the care of birds, undertakes the charge

of them during absence of owners.

Miss Lock, 84 a, Salisbury Road, Brondesbury, N.W.

Wanted—Spare numbers of Bird Notes, Vol. I., (March, April,

May, June, and October). Address the Publishers:

W. T. M0UI.TON & Co., 4, Church Street, Brighton.
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions upon which these will be made by Mr.

Hy. Gray, M.R.C.V.,S., 23, Upper Phillimore Place, Kensing-
ton, W., are as follows:

(i) The birds must be sent immediaTETvY after death.

(2) The)- inust be packed in a box.

(3) Tfie letter accompanying them must not be placed in

the box along ivith the bids.

(N.H. Unless the above conditions are complied with the

package will be destroyed without examination).

(4) The letter must detail as far as possible all particulars

as to (a) date of death,

(b) length of illness,

{c) symptoms of illness,

(d) lodgment and feeding of birds, and

{e) especially as to whether egg food or inga seed

has been given.

(5) The work will l)e done gratuitously, and a report

l)uhlished in " Hird Notes," but under no circumsta7ices

ruhatever ivill a report be sent by post unless a Jee

of 2/6 accovipanies the letter and bird. Pressure of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rule, and it applies to all members whether they

are persouall)' acquainted with him or not.

BOUND VOLUMES OF "BIRD NOTES."

Volume I. is out of piiut. The Publishers are occasionally
able to gel second-hand copies.

Of Volume II. there remain only a few copies,

to Members and Associates - - - 7/6

to others 10/6

Volumes III., IV. & V. ivilh hand-coloured plates

to Members and Associates each ro/6

to others ....
,, 15/-

„ ,, 2vith plates uncoloured

to Members and Associates each 7/6

to others - ' - - - ,, 10/6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., TIL, IV. and V. may be had,
price 1/2 each post free.

Application for H()un<l Volumes and cases must be made to

the Publishers.
The cases for binding Vol. V. are now ready.
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JULY, 1907.

TLbe fovexQU TBivb Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
The Magazine. In accordance with precedent, we sliall

not publisli an August number of the Magazine. Post mortem

reports will have to wait over till the September issue, unless

the usual postal fee {vide rules;) is enclosed.

Members attention is drawn to the correspondence, re

Most Points V. Best Bird. It is hoped that all interested in

exhibiting will record their vote, so that the poll may be a

representative one.
Wp:st.ky T. Page,

July J^th, 1907. Hon. Edifo*ial Secretary.

POINTS V. BKST BIRn.

Sir,— I have been asked for some expression of opinion on

this rather threadbare subject which Mr. Townsend raises once

more in our June issue, and which was thrashed out in the

correspondence pages of the first volume of Biid Notes.

I am afraid that I have nothing new to say about it.

" Best Bird " specials are naturally preferred by the small and

medium exhibitor, while point prizes are liked be.'it by large

exhibitois, Show Secretaries and Committees, and Judges. It

is impossible to please everybody, but the nearest approach to

that unattainable ideal might be gained hv givingsonie specials

for points and an equal number for best birds.

It should, however, be borne in mind when a Judge has to

select the best bird from a number of classes, well-filled with

meritorious exhibts, his task is one of extretne difficulty, and his

decision is seldom satisfactory to himself or to anyone else.

This decision, moreover, is usuallv made somewliat hurriedlj',

at the end of an exhausting morning's work of judging,

while the Secretary is waiting impatiently for the slips for the

printer, and " I^ittle Mary" is reminding the Judge that his

usual hour for lunch is long past. Horatio R. Frr^r.MER.
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Sir,—In answer to the above letter, as stated in the June

issue, I raised the question of Points v. Best Bird at the

request of several members.

I may point out that the two members who were large

exhibitors, who wrote in favour of most points when the

question was discussed before, no longer exhibit or belong

to the Club, and tliat practically there are now no large

exhibitors, and also that the wants of the present day exhibitors

may differ from those who expressed their opinion in Vol. I of

Bird Notes.

I do not underrate the difficulty of judging the best bird,

but as it is possible to award a first prize in an " Any Other

Species" Class like the one at the National vShow this year, it

should be po.ssible to pick the best bird out of the prize

winners. vS. M. Townsknd.

Sir,— I was pleased to see from the June issue of Bird

Notes that Mr. Townsend has raised the question of "Most

Points V. Best Bird." As an occasional exhibitor of foreign

birds I am greatly in favour of the Club medal being awarded

for the "Best Bird," and I feel quite confident that members

generally will fall in with Mr. Townsend's suggested change. I

was an exliibitor some time ago at a Show not far from here

(Lythani) where one man had upwards of twenty entries, and,

of course, was awarded the Foreign Bird Club's silver medal,

yet there was not a bird amongst the lot I should have cared to

possess and scarcely one in decent condition. Certainly I

tliink merit should win and not numbers. J. H. Harrison.

[Mrs. Warren Vernon and Mrs. Anningson, also Messrs.

Swaysland and Camps are in favour of medal being given for

best bird.— Rd.]

IMPORTANT.
VOTING r^ BEST BIRD ^ POINTS.

Members doubtless saw my letter last month on the

question of which way our Medals should be awarded, for

" points," or for "best bird." The matter is now to be put to

tlie vote.

Will all, therefore, who are interested in exhibiting, record



so

their vote by sending a post card, stating which method they

favour, to the vScrutineer, Mr. J. A. vSwan, Meadow View,

Northcole Road, Sidcup, Kent, l)efore July 3Tst.

Medals in future will be awarded according to the result of

the poll, whether it be large or small ; so those interested

either one way or the other, are warned not to neglect this

opportunity of recording their vote.

S. M. TowNSEND, Exhibilional Secretary.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.
Albert vSuTCLIFFE, Field House, Grimsby.

H. Payne, The Little Zoo.. Lyncombe Hill, Rath.

NEW ASSOCIATE EI-ECTED.
Miss Edith Rrickwood, 3, Ladies' Lodge, Dunstable, Beds.

PROPOSED FOR ELPXTION AS MEMBER.
O. Mir.LSUM, Regent Street, Swindon.

By The FMitor.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS ASSOCIATE,

J. ACUTT, 114, Uplands Road, East Dulwicli.

By S. M. TowNSEND.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

J A. Swan, Meadow View, Northcote Road, vSidcup, Kent.

THE BIRD MARKET.

The cliaige is one penny for every four words, including^ address. All

advertisements must he pre-paid, and reach the Editorial Secretary by

the loth of the month.

" NoeggUSei."—New food for softbills, guaranteed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the

right ingredients. Flaleu readily, no waste, only requires

damping. To be obtained at 2S. per lb., samples 6d., from
the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park, Bed.s.

Suitable for outdoor aviary—Red-headed Starling, cock Red-
rump, Red-veuted Rulbul.aud Red-faced Coly. Particulars.

TowNSENn, 3, Swift Street, Fulham.

Wanted—Spare numbers of Bird Notes. Vol. I., (March, April,

May, June, and October). Address the Publishers:

W. T. MouU'on & Co., 4, Church Street, Brighton.
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions upon which these will be made by Mr.
Hy. Gray, M.R.C.V.vS., 23, Upper Phillimore Place, Kensing-
ton, W., are as follows:

(i) Tlie birds must be sent iMMEDiATKr,v after death.

(2) They tnust be packed in a box.

(3) T/ie letter accompanying them must not be placed in

the box along zvitJi the bids.

(N.H. Unless the above conditions are complied with the

package will be destroyed without examination).

(4) The letter must detail as far as possible 'aW particulars

as to (a) date of death,

(b) length of illness,

(c) symptoms of illness,

(d) lodgment ami feeding of birds, and
{e) especially as to whether egg food or inga seed

has been given.

(5) The work will be done gratuitously, and a rejiort

published in " Bird Notes," but under no circumstances

ivhatever ivill a report be sent by post unless a fee

of lid accompanies the letter and bird. Pressure of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rule, and it applies to all members whether thev

are pensonally acquainted with him or not.

BOUND VOLUMES OF "BIRD NOTES."

Volume I. is out of print. The Publishers aie occasiouall\'
able to get second-hand copies.

Of Volume II. there remain only a few copies,

to Members and Associates - - - 7/6

to others ...... io'6

Volumes III., IV. & V. ivith hand-coloured plates

to Members and Associates each io'6

to others ....
,, 15/.

„ ,, 7vith plates uncolouied

to Members and A.ssociates each 7/6
to others ....

,, 10/6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., III., IV. and V. may be had,
price 1/2 each post free.

Application for Bound Volumes and cases must be made to
the Publishers.

The cases for binding Vol. V. are now ready.
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ILLUSTRATION FUND.

Judging by the many conimuiiicatioiis that have come to

hand, the illustrations have proved quite an interesting feature,

and have been much appreciated ; but it must be pointed out,

that, unless members generally will carry their appreciation to

the extent of subscribing to this fund, they cannot be con-

tinued on our present income; but as our membership

increases, the need for these appeals should largely disappear.

vSuch illustrations as have appeared in past volumes have

only been possible by the generosity of the few. This ought

iiot to continue, but all should bear their share of this

burden.

The Committee urge that each member and associate

should contribute a donation to this fund, thus it will fall

heavily on none ; and neither the bulk of the magazine nor

number of illustrations will have to be curtailed.

THE FOREIGN BIRD CLUB.

BIRD NOTES. ILLUvSTRATION I'UND.

To the Hon. Treasurer,

Mrs. K. L. Mii.i<ER, 27, Belgrave Road, London, S.W.

/ enclose tvith much pleasure £ : s.

:

d. as

a donation to this fund.

Name

Address

Date.
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SEPTEMBER, 1907.

mm "^

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
It would appear that little interest was taken in the

question of Best Bird v. Most Points, and also that those who
wrote in its favour last month failed to see the necessity of

voting, consequently the figures are much smaller than they

would have been.

In favour of Best Bird . . . . 4

,, ,, Most Points .. ..2

Majority for Best Bird .. ..2

Signed, J. A. vSwan, Hon. Scrulineei.

This will necessitate the revision of rules te granting of

Medals : such will be done, and after ratification by the

Council will be duly published.

The Council have decided to open the Bird Market to non-

members, being of the opinion that the change will be a

general convenience. Will members kindly mention Bird
Notes when corresponding with advertisers 1

Attention is drawn to the fact that the Certificates, re

Breeding results, will be granted from the accounts published

in the Magazine. The season is now drawing rapidly to a

close, and the Hon. Editor would be glad to receive accounts

of members' breeding successes. We would point out that

members should fully describe items of diet etc., when sending

accounts of their birds, thus adding greatly to their practical

utility and interest.

Re the effort to increase our membership— If each member
would only send one of the leaflets " Objects of the Club" to

all interested in foreign birds, i:i their locality, we feel assured

this object would soon be attained.

Wesi^kv T. Page,

Sept. i^ih, 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
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TO ILLUSTRATION FUND.

Mrs Warreu Veiiioii . . ^f3 o o

Rev. F. C. Almond.. .. o 10 o

Mr. Miller o 10 o

NEW MEMBERvS ELECTED.

O. Mii,i<SUM, Regent »Street, vSwiiidon.

NEW AvSSOCIATE EIvECTED.

J. ACUTT, 114, Uplands Road, East Dulwich.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBERS.

TiNNiswoOD Mit,i.B;R, 27, Belgrave Road, vS. W.

Mrs. E. A. HarTIvKy, St. Helen's Lodge, Hastings.

J. MacArI'HUR, 69, Upper Keunington Lane, Vauxliall, vS.E.

By The PMitor.

H. WesTacott, Wellington Hotel, Mineliead.
By O. Miij.sUM.

THE BIRD MARKET.

All advertisements must reach the Editorial Secretary by the loth of

the month. Charge: Members' advertisements, four words a penny;
Non-Members, three words a penny.

MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.

" Noeg'gusei."—New food for softljills, guaranteed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the

right ingredients. ICaten readily, no waste, only requires

damping. To be obtained at 2s. per lb., samples 6d., from

the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Park, Beds,

4®=" When corresponding with advartizers please mention " Bird Note*."
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Many-coloured Parrakeet (heu) : For sale, in perfect health and

condition. Particulars from

Mrs. Mii,i,e;r, 27, Belgrave Road, S.W.

Rare Indian Birds: Advertiser due home the end of March

next will endeavour to bring Indian birds if suitable offers

are received in time to collect them. The following are

in hand or are most likelj- to be procurable: Himalayan

Whistling Thrush, Tickell's and Grey-winged Ouzels, Blue-

headed Rock - Thrushes ; perhaps Laughing Thrushes,

Black, White - cheeked Bulbuls, Dyal, Black {Pratincola

caprata), and Blue -headed Robins, Red-headed, Black-

crested Tits, Zosterops, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, more like

Siskin, handsome, hardy, good songster. Redhead Sparrow

{P. rntilans ?) ; Buntings, Rastern Meadow, White-capped

etc. ; Barbet. All the above are Himalayan, and bar the

Black and Dyal Robins and Rock-Thrushes, winter in the

hills. Crested, Redwing Bush-L,arks, Dussumieri Bustard

{piignax), Jungle Bush - Quail, Redrump paired to hen

Many-colour Parrakeet, Musky Lorikeets, Blue-crowned

Hanging Parrakeets ; these three pairs have been now over

two years in outdoor aviary and would have nested if less

crowded. Others, such as Minivets, Niltavas, White-

capped Redstarts, may be procurable. None can be abso-

lutely guaranteed so alternative selections are advisable.

Captain G. A. P^rreau, 4th Gurkas,

Bakloh, Punjab, India.

For sale — Pair Maroon Tanagers, acclimatized, or hen
separately. Wanted — Pair Violet-eared Waxbills.

PiCKi^ES, Stoneyhurst, Morecouibe.

Wanted—Spare numbers of Bird Notes, Vol. I., (March, April,

May, June, and October). Address the Publishers :

W. T. M0UI.TON & Co., 4, Church Street, Brighton.

*3=- When corresponding with advertizers please mention " Bird Notes."
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NON-MEMBERvS' ADVERTISEMENTS.

Rarities: Pair Maroon Taiiagers {Ramphocoslus jacapa), 63/-;

pair Red - breasted Marsh-birds {Letsies guiafiensis), 62,1-;

odd cock, 35/- ;
pair Guiana Love-birds {Psiiacida giiianen-

sis), 70/-; cock Lavender -backed Finches {Spennophila

castaneiventris), ver\' tin)', 40/- & 30/- each ; Black-headed

Lined ¥\nc\\QS [Spennophila ocellata), healthy but moulting,

21/- an'd 17/6 each ; cock Fire-Red Finch {Spennophila

miniita), showing colour, 30/- ; pretty Green Sugar-bird,

21/. ;
perfect hen Black Tanager, 12/6 ; Black Hangnest,

little larger than Blackbird, shines like satin, 30/. ; Thick-

billed Seed Finch, 20/- ; cock Tropical vSeed F'^inches, 20/- &

17/6 each; 'D\\s\<.y V'Arrot {Pionus Jusctis),he.&n in F^ngland

tvpelve months. ^^5.

E. W. Harpkr, 55, Waterloo Road, Bedford.

THE FORTHCOMING SHOW SEASON.

The Show Committee have granted Medals lo the follow-

ing vShows. Other vSliows receiving our patronage will be

announced in due course.

The Committee hope that members will support Shows
where Club Medals are given. vSeveral Societies have written

sa3'ing that the}' would give a larger classification if they

received more support.

Members are reminded that they must put " F. B. C," after

each entry.

Any member desiring a Club Medal at anj' vShow they are

interested in should ask the Show vSecretary to make appli-

cation for same.

Rochdale Toivn Hall. October iSth & 19th. Classification for

three classes for foreign birds. One Bronze Medal. Judge,

Mr. C. A. House. Schedules from Mr. J. Butterworth,

Hon. Sec, 28, Smith Street, Rochdale.

I\[ancheste>. October 25th & 26th. Classification for four

Classes for foreign birds. One Bronze Medal. Judge, Mr.

C. Houlton. Schedules from Mr. G. W. F. Ivvthgoe, 25,

Stamford Street, Old Trafford, Manchester.

S. M. TowN,SEND, Hon. Exhibitional Secretary,

3, Swift Street, Fulham, S.W.
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REGULATIONS AS TO CIvUB MEDALS

MADE BY THK SHOW COMMITTKK OK THK COUNCII,.

Note.—BTost of these have become obsolete noiu that Medals

aie aivarded for Best Bird—so till these aie revised, the

follozving regulations zvill hold good.

I. All Medals shall be given for the Best Bird.

4. Members exhibiting at vShows where Club Medals are

given, must place the initials " F. B.C." after ^af/z entry

on the entry form, and request the vSecretary to insert

the same in Show Catalogue.

5. No member shall win more than Two Medals in one

season—one silver and one bronze—or more than ONE
Medal at the same Show.

6. No Medal shall be given at any Show, unless the Classi-

fication and the name of the Judge be first submitted to

and approved by the Committee. Preference shall be

given to Shows at which the Club's Classification is

adopted and one of the Club's Judges appointed.

7. No Medal shall be given at any Show, where less than

THREE Classes for Foreign Birds are provided, and no

Silver Medal where less than Six Classes. The Show
Committee reserve the right of waiving this number at

their discretion.

9. Medals shall be given at OPEN shows only. Birds in

Members' Classes shall not compete.

10. No Medal shall be awarded at any Show unless at least

THREE members compete.

'^o't^.—Reonlations 2, 3 and S drop out as obsolete.
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions upon which these will ))e made by Mr.

Hy. Gray, M.R.C.V.vS., 23, Upper Philliniore Place, Kensing-
ton, W., are as follows:

(i) The birds must be sent immediatria' after death.

(2) The}' musi be packed in a box.

(3) 77ie letter accompanying them must not be placed in

the box along ivith the bids.

(N.B. Unless the above conditions are complied with the

package will be destroyed without examination).

(4) The letter must detail as far as possible M particulars

as to (a) date of death,

{b) length of illness,

{c) symptoms of illness,

{d) lodgment and feeding of birds, and
{e) especially as to whether egg food or inga seed

has been given.

(5) The work will be done gratnitou.sly, and a report

published in " Bird Notes," but under no circumstances

whatever zvill a report be sent by post unless a Jee

of "2.1^ accompanies the letter and bird. Pressure of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rule, and it applies to all members whether they

are personally acquainted with him or not.

BOUND VOLUMES OF "BIRD NOTE.S."

Volume I. is out of print. The Publishers ate occasionally
able to get second-hand copies.

Of Volume II. there remain only a few copies,

to Members and Associates ... 7/6

to others 10/6

Volumes III., IV. & V. ivith hand-coloured plates

to Members and Associates each 10/6

to others ....
,, 15/.

,, ,, zuith plates imcolou?ed

to Members and Associates each 7/6
to others ....

,, 10/6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., III., IV. and V. may be had,
price 1/2 each post free.

Application for Bound Volumes and cases must be made to

the Publishers.
The cases for binding Vol. V. are now ready.
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OCTOBER, 1907.

Zbe jforeion Birb Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.
It is very apparent that "Accounts of Aviaries and their

Inmates " (with photos, if possible) are of very great general

interest, and we sliall be glad to receive such, especially from

those members who have not yet contributed to this Volume.

Nesting Notes are always of great interest, and we hope

members will send in accounts of the season's successes, partial

successes, and also failures.

May we ask in all instances, that methods and items of

diet may be included in all articles, which most certainly

increases their practical value.

Wesley T. Page,

Sepl. i^th, 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.
TiNNiswooD MiLLKR, F.Z.S., 27, Belgrave Road, S. W.
Mrs. E. A. Hartley, vSt. Helen's Lodge, Hastings.

J. MacArthur, 69, Upper Kenninglon Lane, Vauxhall, S.E.

H. WestacoTT, Wellington Hotel, Minehead.

CHANGE OF ADDREvSS.

J. Hall, 162, Evering Road, Upper Clapton, London, N.E.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBERS.
F. Capern, Avenue House, Cotham Park, Bristol.

W. T, Rogers, Weald View, Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex.
By The Editor.

Wm. Pyke, 106, Church Street, Preston.
By J. H. Harrison.

E. W. Harper, 55. Waterloo Road, Bedford.
By Mrs. E. Warren Vernon.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION .AS ASSOCIATES.
Miss M. Grkeven, 29, Queensborough Terrace, Hyde Park, W.
Miss Mildred Blackburn, 185, Vauxhill Road, Birmingham.

By Tlie Editor.
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THE BIRD MARKET.

All advertisements must reach the Editorial Secretary by the loth of
the mouth. Charge: Members' advertisemeuts, four words a penny;

Non-Members, three words a penny.

MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.
" Noeggusei."—New food for softbills, guaranteed to contain

no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the
right ingredients. Eaten readily, no waste, only requires
damping. To be obtained at as. per lb., samples 6d., from
the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddington Manor, Beds.

Advertiser, due home next March, will endeavour to bring
Indian birds if suitable oflFers are received in time to collect
them. See advt. in September is.sue.

Captain G. A. Perreau, 4th Gurkas,
Bakloh, Punjab, India.

Wanted—Spare numbers of Bird Notes, Vol. I., (March, April,
May, June, and October). Address the Publishers:

W. T. MOULTON & Co., 4, Church Street, Brighton.

NON-MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.
Rarities: Our Mr. Debon is now 011 his way from Brazil

with many rarities, due to arrive November 3rd. Just arrived
from .Australia a beautiful consignment of Lories. Blue Moun-
tains 20/- each, vScal y-breasted 25/-, Peunauls 18/-, Rosellas 18/-

Redrunips 16/- each. Always on hand, many thousands of
small foreign aviary birds; six pairs, all different, our selection,
in fine condition, I2/-. Amazon Parrots 20/- each. Hartz
Mountain Roller Canaries 5/6, Pagoda Starlings 61- each, finest
outdoor-bred Budgerigars, Greens 6/- pair. Yellows 10/- pair,
White Java Sparrows 10/- pair, Paradise Whydahs, in full colour,
cocks 5/-, pairs 6/6, Pekin Nightingales 3/6 each. Bishops in
colour 3/6 and 5/- each. Waxbills, Orange Cheeks, Nuns, Tri-
colours, Javas, Silverbills, Cutthroats, Weavers, Bronzewing.s,
Combassous, etc.. 2/6 pair. I'ull lists free on application.

DORIA Dkbon & Co., 114, Bethual Green Road, London.

Does this interest you ? If so, please read. Aviaries
from 10/6 to ^100. Show Cages of every description of British
and Foreign Bird, also made to customers' own designs. For
reliable Foods, Seeds, Medicines, see my Illustrated Catalogue,
.sent free on mentioning this magazine. Also Canaries, Mule.s,
Parrots, &c. Easy payments by joining my Bird Club, distance
no ol)ject. Show Cases and Hampers all sizes on shortest
notice. Patronized by Royalty.

W. RuDD. Bird Specialist, Norwich.

S^ when corresponding with advertlzers please mention " Bird Notes "
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THE SHOW SEASON.

MEDALS
have been granted to the following Shows, in addition to those already

announced.

NORWICH.
November 2nd and 4th. Classification for four classes for foreign Birds.

One Bronze Medal. Judge : Mr. J. Kobson. Schedules from Mr K. Roli-,

Dalwood, Cecil Road, Lakeuham, Norwich.

LEEDS.
November 15th and i6th. Classification for three classes for foreign

Birds. One Bronze Medal. Judge : Mr. J. Robsoh. Schedules from Mr.

A. WiLKiNS, The Gardens, Oakhurst, Moortown, Leeds.

NOTTINGHAM.
November i6th and i8th. Classification for four classes of foreign Birds.

One Bronze Medal. Judge : Mr. C. Houlton. Schedules from Mr. G. E.

Wilkinson, 9, Wellington Square, Park Side, Nottingham.

S. M. TowNSEND, Hon. Exhibitional Secretary,

3, Swift Street, Fulhani, S.W.
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NOVEMBER, 1907.

Zbe fovekjw Birb Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

There is still a iieeil of cop}-. Just as we are going to press

a nieiiiber writes as follows: "Afore copy wanted from the

'^ordinary ot garden member, camiot you wake them up?"
Permit me to emphasize this, and to nrge those in possession

of Garden aviaries and Bird-rooms, to send on an account of

same and their inmates. Nesting notes, food and treatment,

shonhl be included in all such accounts. Of course any mem-
ber can write under a noin de pimne if they so desire.

We are equally desirous to receive accounts of British

birds. Personally I should like to see at least one or two

papers on British birds in each issue. Also notes on Wild Life,

etc., and photos of Birds, Nests and Eggs in situ, especially

those in unusual situations, will be much appreciated.

The Magazine Committee regret being, rather often, a few

days late in publishing the issues ; this has been unavoidable

owing to lack of copy.
Wksi^ev T. Page,

Nov., i^th, 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.

ALTERATIONvS OF RULES.

At a Council Meeting held at Mrs. Leslie Miller's, on

October 12th, ult., the following alterations were proposed and

unaniiously carried ; and that the rules be altered accordingly :
—

" That Editor, Secrelarj' and Treasurer be elected for a term

of three years."

" That Officers be elected only at a meeting of the Council."

" That the price of the Magazine to non-members be fixed at

one uniform price of 1/6, as it does not pay to sell copies

below that figure ; and that the change take place with

the first number of next volume."
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The only point of difi&culty to face was finance, and

tliongh this is not iinnieiliale, it was very apparent, that unless

the members made a fairly liberal response to the appeal for

the Illustration Fund, an adverse balance would certainlj'

have to be faced at the end of the Chib year. In all other

respects the affairs of the Club are in a satisfactory and

flourishing condition. A perusal of the Balance Sheet, pub-

lished in last issue, for the past year, will indicate at once tlie

difficulties of the Committee in respect of finance.

We.slev T. PAgk,

Hon. Editorial Sec.

THE DEFICIT.

The Committee gratefully acknowledge a donation of

;^8 17s. 3d., from Mr. L. W. Horton, to clear deficit on last

year's account.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS.
E. HOPKINSON, M.A., M.B. Oxon., D.S.O., Batluirst, Gambia,

West Africa.

Jamks T. PorTfCU.S, 10, Alexandra Terrace, Hexham,
Norlliuniberland.

W. JEFF.S, Pensarn Villas, Victoria Road, Darlaston.

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.

F. Capern, Avenue House, Cotham Park, Bristol.

W. T. Rogers, Weald View, Ongar Road, Brentwood, Essex.

Wm. Pyke, 106, Church Street, Preston.

E. W. Harper, F.Z.S., M.B.O U., 55, Waterloo Road, Bedford.

NEW ASSOCIATES EFFECTED.

Miss M. GreEVEN, 29, Queensborough Terrace, Hyde Park, W.
Miss Mrr.DRED Blackburn, 185, Vauxhill Road, Birmingham.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBERS.

Lady Ei,IvEN Dunn, Fair View, Riverside, Taplow.

P. F. M. Gai.laway, " Durban," vSt. Peter's .Avenue,
Cavershaiu, Reading.

Miss M. A. McWiL,i:,iAM, 5, Deu Crescent, Teignmouth.

By The Editor.
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Mrs. CoWPKR-Cooper, 36, Sontli Parade, vSouthsea.

H. Gourt:,ay, Heinpshott Park, Basingslake.

By Mrs. R. Warren Vernon.
Miss Drummond Mains, Meggiiich, Hrrol, N.B.

By The Hon. M. C. Hawke.

THE BIRD MARKET.

All advertisements must reach the Editorial Secretary by the loth of
the month. Charge: Members' advertisements, four words a penny;

Non-Members, three words a penny.

MEMBERS' ADVKRTISRMENTS.

" Noeg'g'Usei."—New food for soflhilLs, guaranteed to contain
no egg. After repeated experiments I have hit upon the
right ingredients. Beaten readily, no waste, only requires
damping. To be obtained at 2s. per lb., samples 6d., from
the sole agent,

Mrs. Warren Vernon, Toddiugton Manor, Be<ls.

Advertiser, due home next March, will endeavour to bring
Indian Birds if suitable offers are received in time to collect
them. vSee advt. in September issue.

Captain G. A. PerrEau. 4th Gurkas,
Bakloh, Punjab, India.

Wanted to exchange a cock Diamond Sparrow, aviary bred,
year old, for hen ditto.

Miss Gibbons, Boddington, Cheltenham.

From Aviary, acclimatised, in perfect condition, overcrowded,
pair Cutthroats, reared 4 young, 6/6, White Java hen 5/-,

pair Piutailed Whydahs 15 6, Biowu-throated Cardinal 18/-,

Red-vented Bulbul 15/-, pair Cape Spatrows 18/-.

Mrs. Warrh;n Vernon, Toddington Manor, Beds.

Pair of Rosellas,a(iults, lien bred one hybrid with Adelaide, 30/-,

two cock Rosellas 15/- each, two hen Pennants, one 30/- the
other slightly hangs one wing 25/-, both have laid this

seasou, pair of adult Cockatiels 10/-, pair of this year's,

earlv bred, 9/-, \ounger ones 3/- each, Adelai<ie Parrakeet,
been paired to a Lincoln, 60/- pair, Golden Crowned Conure,
been paired to a Cockatiel, 20/- pair, hen Poit Lincoln,
tame, feed from hand, 40/-. All are in outdoor aviary.

Hume, Hepscott, Morpeth.

a^- when corresponding with advertizers please mention " Bird Notes "
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NON-MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.
Does this intkrkst you ? If so, please read. Aviaries from ic/6 to ;^ioo.

Show Cages for every description of British and Foreign Birds, also made
to customers' own designs. For reliable F'oods, Seeds, Medicines, see
my Illustrated Catalogue sent free on mentioning this magazine. Also
Canaries, Mules, Parrots, etc. Easy payments by joining my Bird Clnh,
distance no object. Show Cases and Hampers all sizes on shortest
notice. Patronized by Royalty. W. KUDD, Bird Specialist, Norwich.

For Sai.k.—King Bird of Paradise, ist and Special Watford, Nov. 8th and
gth, igoy, fully acclimatized, outdoor aviary, perfect condition, £^o or
near offer. M-igpie Tanagers 35/- each. Archbishop Tanagers 20/- each,
Scarlets 12/- and 14/- each, Snperbs 14/- and 18/- each. Sugar birds 20/-

.Scarlet Barred Toucans 40/-, Pileated Jay, .Sliow Condition, 15/-, Black
Casiquei;2o/-, Ground Thrush 15/- each. Passerine Parrakeets 6/-. pair.
Saffron Finches 3/6 pair, .Satin Bower Birds ;^5 each, Bleeding Heart
Doves £4 pair. Rosy Cockatoos 7/6 each. Blue Mountain Ivories 21/- each,
Cockatiels 10/- pair. Love Birds 3/- pair, magnificent adult breeding
Budgerigars 6/6 pair, young fuU-grown aviary-bred Budgerigars 5 -pair,
Laughing Jackass 30/- each, Crested Cardinals 5/- each, Black-throated
Cardinals $/6 each, Pope Caniinals 5/- each, Pekin Nightingales 2/0 each.
Scarlet Bishops in full colour 4/6 each, Paradise Whydalis in full colour
3/6each, White Javas 10/- pair, White Cockatoos 15/- each, Cutthroats,
Bronzewings, Waxbills, .Spice Birds, Nuns, Bishops, .Silverbills, etc.,

2/6 pair, six pairs, all different, 12/-. Bearded Tits 15/- pair, Gold-crested
Wrens 5/6 each, Flycatcher 5/6, cock Woodlark 2/-, Blue Nuthatches 7/6,
cock Siskins 2/-, German Si.skins 2/6, hens i/-, coch Goldfinches 2/-,

Germans 2/6, Russians; 3/6, Hawfinches ,j '6, Teal 8/6 pair, Garganey 10/-

pair, Red-headed Ducks 20/- pair. Black Diving Ducks 20/- pair, Large
Heron Gulls5/6 pair. Black Back Gulls 5 6 pair. Common Gulls 3/6 pair.
Knots 5/6, Dotterels 6/-, VVaterhens 2/6, Dunlins, etc., 5/- pair, Amhurst
Pheasants 35/- pair. Silver Pheasants 30/- pair, etc.

Marmonzette Monkeys 15/- each. Squirrels 3/6 each. Dormice 2/6

pair, German Giant Dormice 3/6 pair. Goldfish 9d., i/-, 2/-, 3/- doz.
Large breeding Goldfish 5/- pair. All kinds of fancy fish and aquaria
requisites. Ants' Kggs 1/6 lb. Dried Flies 1/8 Best Mealworms i '6

1,000, 5/6 lb. Cuttlebone lod. lb. Rush Nests 6d.. gd., i/- each, Spiay
Millet 1/6 bundle of 50. Full Price List on application.

D. Dk Von, 114, Bethnal Green Road, London, H.

THE SHOW SEASON.

MEDALS
have been granted to the following Show, in addition to those already

announced. It is hoped that members will .send as big an entry as

they can, as this Show is giving a larger number of classes for Foreign

Bird than any other this season, T'he Royal Horticultural Hall is an
ideal place for a Bird Show, as it is free from draughts atid the light is

good.

L.C.B.A., ROYAL HOR ITCULTURAL HAIX.
WESTMINSTER. December 6th and 7th. Classification, eleven classes

for foreign Birds. Three Silver Medals. Judge : Mr. W. T. Pagk.

.Schedules from Messrs. T'yson & Wadk, 160, Sloane Street, London

S. M. TowNSEND, Hon. Exhibitional Secretary,

When corresponding with advertlzers please mention " Bird Notes."
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DECEMBER, 1907.

TLbc foreion ffiirb cllub.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

The current issue brings us within nieasureable reach

of the end of the Vol. and also the Club year. It therefore

becomes necessary to call the attention of members to the

fact that voting papers for the election of Council and such

offices as become vacant annually, tnust be issued ivith the

January number. Will, therefore, any member willing to serve

on the Council kindly conimunciate with me not later than

January 1st., 1908.

With great pleasure I acknowledge many kindly apprecia-

tions of the efforts to procure Illustrations worthy of our

Magazine, with an income totally inadequate for the purpose.

I juay here perhaps be permitted to point out, that with the

next two coloured plates, making six in all, eleven species will

have been figured, practically equivalent to a coloured plate

per issue; irrespective of the numerous half-tones that have

been included. I trust the members generally will show their

appreciation of the Committee's efforts in this direction, bj*

subscribing liberally to the Illustration Fund, so that there

may be no adverse balance to carry forward.

WEsr.Ev T. Page,

Dec, islh. 1907. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
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THE ILLUSTRATION FUND.
The Committee thankfully acknowledge the following

donations to Illustration and Magazine Fund.

Mrs. Anningson
The Hon. Lila De Yarbugh Balesoii
Mrs. Henry Broniet
The Lady Dunleath
Mr. Fasey
Mr. Henstock
A Member
Mrs. L M. vSt. A. Wait
Miss C. Rosa Little ..

Mrs. Rogerson
Mr. T. N. Wilson

£



Advertiser, due home next March, will endeavour to bring
Indian Birds if suitable offers are received in time to collect
them. See advt. in September issue.

Captain G. A. PerrEau. 4th Gnrkas,
Bakloh, Punjab, India.

From Aviary, acclimatised, iu perfect condition, overcrowded,
pair Cutthroats, reared 4 young, 6/6, White Java hen 5/-,

pair Piiitailed Whvdahs 15/6, Brown-throated Cardinal 18/-,

Red-vented Bulbul 15/-, pair Cape Sparrows 18/-.

Mrs. Wakrkn Vernon, Toddington Manor, Beds.

Wanted—Hen Orange-breasted Waxbill, and Black-faced Serin,
cock. Acclimatised preferred.

Mrs. Mir,r<ER, 27, Belgrave Road, S.W.

NON-MEMBERvS' ADVKRTISRMENTS.
FOR SALE.— Scarlet 12/- and 14/- each, Superbs 14/- each, Pileated Jay

10/-, SMffroii Finches 3'6 pair. .Satin Bower Birds ;^5 each, Bleeding'
Heart Doves ;^4 pair, Cockatiels lo/- pair, niasfnificent adult V)reeding-
Hu<ig"eri5jars 6/6 pair, x'onng- fnll-gfrown aviary-bred Budg'erig'ars 5'- pair,
Black-throated Cardinals 56 each, White Cockatoos 15/- each. Teal 8/6
Garganey 10'- pair, Ked-headed Ducks 20/- pair, Black Diving- Ducks 20/-

pair, I.arg'c Heron (Snlls 5/6 pair, Common (Uills 3/6 pair. Knots 5/6,
W'aterhens 2/6, Dunlins, etc., 5/- pair, Ainhurst Pheasants 30/- pair,
Silver Pheasants 30/- pair, etc. Dormice 2/6 pair, German Giant Dor-
nuce 3'6 pair. Goldfish gd., i/-, 2/-, 3/- doz. Large breeding Goldfish
5,'- pair. All kinds of fancy fish and aquaria requisites. Ants' Eggs
1/6 lb. Dried Flies 1/8 Best Mealworms 2/- 1,000, 5/6 lb. Cuttlebone
lod. lb. Rush Nesls 6d., gd., i/- each, Spray Millet 1/6 bundle of 50.
Full Price List on application.

Dk; Von, 114, Bethnal Green Road, London, E.

THE SHOW SEASON.

MKDAI.S
have been granted to the following Shows, iu addition to those already
announced.

GATESHEAD.
One Bronze Medal.

ST. HELENS.
January loth and nth. Classification for three clas.ses of foreign birds.

One Bronze Medal. Judge: Mr. C. Houlion. Schedules from Mr. T.

VosK, 120, Morley Street, St. Helen's, Lancashire.

CORK.
January 15th and 16th. Classification for six classes for Foreign Birds.

Two Bronze Medals. Judge, Mr. J. Robson. Schedules from .Air. S. O.
Rkillv, I, Eileen Villas, Magazine Road, Cork.

vS. M. Townsend, Hon. Exhibitional Secretary,

Sfg- When corresponding with advertizers please mention " Bird Notes.'
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REGULATIONS AS TO CLUB MEDALS

MADE BY THE SHOW COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL.

Note.—Most of these have become obsolete now that Medals

are awarded for Best Bird—so till these are revised, the

following regtilaiions will hold good.

I. All Medals shall be given for the Best Bird.

4. Members exhibiting at vShows where Clnb Medals are

given, must place the initials " F. B.C." after ^a<:A entry

on the entry form, and request the vSecretary to insert

the same in Show Catalogue.

5. No member shall win more than Two Medals in one

season—one silver and one bronze—or more than ONii

Medal at the same Show.

6. No Medal shall be given at any Show, unless the Classi-

fication and the name of the Judge be first submitted to

and approved by the Committee. Preference shall be

given to Shows at which the Club's Classification is

adopted and one of the Club's Judges appointed.

7. No Medal shall be given at any Show, where less than

THREE Classes for Foreign Birds are provided, and no

Silver Medal where less than six Classes The Show
Committee reserve the right of waiving this number at

their discretion.

9. Medals shall be given at open shows only. Birds in

Members' Classes shall not compete.

ID. No Medal shall be awarded at any Show unless at least

Three members compete.

Note.—Regulations 2, 3 and 8 dfop out as obsolete.
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JANUARY, 1908.

^he foreian Birb Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

No one having responded as willing to serve on the Council,

the three vacancies occurring therein must be filled by invita-

tion. The Council and Officers for 1908-9 will be published in

our next issue, the last of Vol. VI.

The Comniiltee express their thanks for those who have so

generously responded to the appeal on behalf of Illustration

Fund, but as these constitute but a small portion of our

membership, and further help is needed, they respectfully urge

those who have not yet subscribed to the fund to do so; all

benefit by the increase of text and illustrations in the Magazine,

and the Committee hope that there will be a liberal response, it

being extremely undesirable that a heavy burden should fall on

any one or two, whereas if all will do a little, it will fall

heavih' on none.

May we urge that the present is a good time to make
the effort to materialh' increase our membership. If each

member would see that every Foreign Bird Keeper in their

locality is acquainted with the existence and objects, etc., of

the Foreign Bird Club, the object would soon be attained.

The Editorial Secretar}' will post a specimen copy of the

Magazine to those likely to become members if the addresses

of such are sent to him.

Finance is the only cause of difficulty in the Club's affairs,

and we feel assured this will soon be surmounted by an

increase of membership if all will join in the effort to obtain

same. " Many hands make light work " in this and every

other section of the Club's affairs, even including copy for the
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Magazine. We feel assured that in the effort to send out a

Magazine worth circulating, with a small membership and

income, we shall have the cordial support and help of all

the members. The one difficulty we have to contend with will

automalically adjust itself with an increase of membership.

Wk.scev T. Pack,

Jan., 'i^th, 1908. Hon. Editorial Secretary.

THE ILT.USTRATION FUND.
The Conunittee gratefully acknowledge the following

donations to Illustration and Magazine Fund.
£ s. d.

W. Bam ford ,. ., .. .. 200
A. Aitchison ^. .. ,. o 10 o
N. vS. O'Reilly .. .. .. o 10 o
The Hon. Mrs. Somerset-Ward .. o 10 o
R. Suggitt . . . . .

.

0100
Miss M. H.Baker .. .. .. 050
Miss F;. Brook.sbank .. .. .. 050
Miss Busteed . . .. .. .. 050
Mrs. Dennis .. .. .. .. 050
Miss Hincks .. .. .. ,. 050
Mrs. D. L. Hubbard .. .. .. 050
Mrs. Mellor .. .. .. .. 050
A. Wheeler . . .. . . .

.

050
/TG o o

NKW mf:mbers I';lkctri).

A. Walker, M.A., B.Sc, M.D., " Rathgar," Mell)Ourne .Avenue,
Sheffield.

Miss Louisa M. St. A. Wait, 12, Ro.sarv G;irdens, Loudon,
S.W.

R. E. Simpson, 9, Christ Church Avenue, Armley, Leeds.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MiaiBI';Rrt.

Mrs. F^. Galloway, 50, Clarendon Road, Bedford.
By H. R. I'"ir,r,MKK.

Miss M. BouSFiHLD, The Rest, Kichmond Park Road,
Bournemouth. By R. SuGGiTT.

Mr. DK Brannkkkr, 8, Pas.sage Bonado, a Pan, Basses Pyienees,
F'rance. By Thk Editor.

Dr. Henry HkTLEY, Beaufort House, 114, Church Road,
Norwood, S.E. By vS. M. Townsknd.

Mr. Hugh Wormald, Heathfield, East Dereham, Norfolk.
By w. f;. teschemakkr.
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THE BIRD MARKET.

All advertisements must reach the Editorial Secretary by the loth of
the month. Charge: Members' advertisements, four words a penny;

Non-Members, three words a penny.

MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.

From Cold Bird Room, all accliiiiatized, healthy birds, over-

crowded, I pair Diamond Sparrows 25/-, 2iid Westiiiiii.ster,

I Ciiigola cock 15/-, pair Cape Sparrows 20/-, pair Cordon
Bleus and odd cock, this year's young, 20/- three, Paris

Waxbills, St. Helena, Orange-cheeked, 10/- pair, pair Pekins,

lovely singers, 20/-, pair Ribbon Finches 10/-, pair Green
Avadavats, reared 2 young last year, 15/-, cock Pileated

Finch 16/-, cock Red-head Finch, 20/-, pair Pintail Why-
dahs, 15/-.

Mrs. Wakrkn Vkrnon, Toddingtou Manor, Beds.

Pair of Purple Cap Ivories, beautiful and rare, price ^^3 10s.

Captain SmiThwiCK, Nenagh.

Wanted—One or two Cock New Zealand Parrakeets, or would
exchange a hen for a cock in perfect condition. Young
Redrunips for disposal, 25/- pair.

A. vSavagp:, 3, Rue Bihorel, Bihorel-Rouen, France.

NON-M E M B ERS' A DVE RTIS EM E N'TS.

FOR S.\r,K. -Bell Hirds ^5 a pair, Magpie Tanaoers 25/- each, Scarlets 25/-

each, Half-moon Parrakeets 10/- a pair, Firefinches, Cordon Hleus 3/6
pair, Gieeii Doves 10/- pair, Crested Doves 18'- pair. Necklace Doves 18/-

Uronzewiiig- Doves 10/- pair, Jays 4/6 each, Dwarf Finclies 7/6 pair,

Pekin Nightingaless 3/- pair, a few selected cocks, in song', 3/6 each,
Storks 50/- pair. Spoonbills 40/- pair, Pileated Jay 10/-, Saffron Finches
3/6 pair. Satin Bower Birds ^5 each. Bleeding Heart Doves £^ pair,

Cockatiels 10/- pair, magnificent adult breeding ; Budgerigars 6/6 pair,

young full-grown aviary -bred Ihidgerigars '5- pair, Yellows 10/- pair.

White Cockatoos 15/- each. Teal 8/6, Garganey 10/- pair, Red--
headed Ducks 20/- pair, Black Diving Ducks 20/- pair, I^arge Heron
Gulls 5/6 pair, Common (Julls 3/6 pair. Knots 5/6, Waterhens 2/6,

Dunlins, etc., 5/- pair, Amlnirst Pheasants 30/- pair. Silver Pheasants
30/- pair, etc. Doimice 2/6 paii', German Giant Dormice 30 pair.

Goldfish gd., i/-, 2/-, 3/- doz. Large breeding Goldfish 5/- pair. AH
kinds of fancy fish and aquaria requisites. Ants' Kggs 1/6 lb. Dried
Flies 1/8 Best Mealworms 2/- 1,000, $'6 lb. Cultlebone lod. lb. Spray
Millet 1/6 bundle of 50. Full Price List on application.

Dk Von, 114, Bethnal Green Road, London, 1$.
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS.

The conditions npon wliich these will be made by Mr.

Hy. Gray, M.R.C.V.S., 23, Upper Pliilliiiiore Place, Kensing-

ton, W., are as follows:

(r) The birds ninst be sent immEdiaTkt.y after death.

(2) The\- must be packed in a box.

(3) The letter accompafiying them viust not be placed in

the box along rvith the bids.

(N.15. Unless the above conditions are complied with the

package will be destroyed witliont examination).

(4) The letter mnst detail as far as possible hU particulars

as to (a) date of death,

(b) length of illnes.s,

{c) symptoms of illness,

{d) lodgment and feeding of birds, and

{e) especially as to whether egg food or inga seed

has been given.

(5) The work will be done gratnitonsly, and a report

pnl)lished in " Bird Notes," bnt under no circumstances

whatever ivill a report be sent by post unless a Jee

of 2/6 accompanies the letter and bird. Pressnre of

work compels Mr. Gray to make this an invariable

rnle, and it applies to all members whether they

are personally acqnainted with him or not.

BOUND VOr<UMEvS OF "BIRD NOTRvS."

Volnme I. is out of print. The Publishers are occasionalh'
able to get second-hand copies.

Of Volnme II. there remain onlv a few copies,

to Members and Associates - - - 7/6

to others - 106

Volumes III., IV. & V. with hand-coloured plates

to Members aiul Associates each 10 6
to others - . . . ,, 15/.

„ ,, with plates un coloured

to Members and Associates each 7/6
to others . . . . ^, 10 6

Cases for binding Vols. I., II., III., IV. and V. may be had,
price 1/2 each post free.

Application for Bound Volumes and cases mnst l)e made to

the Publishers.
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FEBRUARY, 1908.

Zbe .iForeicm Bii6 Club.

NOTICES TO MEMBERS.

With this issue is completed our sixth vohime, which con-

tains five coloured plates. We had hoped to have had six,

and though this has not been possible, we have one of the

largest ar.d most lavishlj' illustrated volumes yet published.

The Hon. Editor regrets one or two errors in English tliat

have crept in, but he has done the l^est with tlie limited leisure

at his disposal, and hopes that in the next volume these

blemishes will not be found.

With the March issue the size of the Magazine will be

increased to gin. by 6iii. to give fuller scope to the artist when
preparing the coloured plates.

It is hoped that by the cordial co-operation of the mem-
bers, and also the assistance of those concerned in the pro-

duction of the coloured plates, to include at least eight in the

next volume. Theie already appears to be a very reasonable

prospect that our numbers will be very materially increased

during the ensuing year.

The Committee tender their best thanks to all who have

contributed to the Magazine during the year, and more
especiallj' to Mr. Ivan Murray who has kindly prepared the

greater part of the Indices; and Mr. Henstock for valuable

assistance in the reading of proofs.

We would remind members that our pages are open for

contributions (articles or correspondence) on all species of

birds, both Foreign and British. Mr. Goodchild will illustrate

the coming volume with rare and beautiful species, mostly, it
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is hoped, from living specimens in the possession of our

members. We tender our best tlianks to Mr. Gray, the Club's

Honorary Veterinary Surgeon, for his services during the year,

the extent of which I fear none but a professional man can

fully appreciate.

To Mrs. Miller, the retiring Hon. Treasurer, we tender our

sincere thanks for the valuable help she has rendered, the full

extent of which perhaps none can bettei- appreciate than the

Hon. Editorial Secretary. Her kindl}' and methodical help

has made much lighter than it would have been, the ardous

task of the past year.

The price of future bound volumes, including Vol. VI.,

will be 15/- to members and 20/- to non-members. The price

of the Magazine to non-members will he 1/6 monthly.

IMPORTANT.
Will members kindly note that subscriptions become due

on March ist, and are payable in advance. We ask for a

prompt remittance, that there may be, neither a needless

drain on the resources of the Club, nor 3'et on the Hon.

Editoiial >Secretar}"s time.

Wksley T. Page,

Feb. i^th, 1908. Hon. Editorial .Secretary.

THE ILLUSTR.\TION FUND.
The Committee gratefully acknowledge the following

donations to Illustration and Magazine Fund.
/ s. d.

H. Pickard .. .. .. 050
Captain Perreau .. .. .. 10

W. H. Pickles .. .. .. o s o

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED.
Baron DE Brannkker, 8, Passage Bonado. a Pan, Ba.sses

Pyrenees, France.

Miss M. BouSFiEt^D, The Rest, Richmond Park Road,
Bournemouth.

Mrs. E. Galloway, 50, Clarendon Road, Bedford.

Dr. Henrv Hetley, Beaufort House, 114, Church Road,
Norwood, S.E.

Mr. Hugh Wormald, Heatlifield, P^ast Dereham, Norfolk.



PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS MEMBERS.

Mrs. B. W. HoDGKiN, 6, Priory Terrace, Kew, London.

E. vSprankling, Brookland Cottage, Soutli Road, Taunton.

T. A. Trowr:r, 442, Caledonian Road, London, N.

J. Thomson, Powder Mill Tvane, Waltliani Abbey, Essex.

By The Hon. Editor.

Mrs. WoODMASS, 7, Southwick Gardens, London, S.W.

By Mrs. E. Warren Vernon.

Mrs. E. Harrop SideboTTOm, Etherow House, Hollingworth,

Cheshire. By A. SUTCI.1FFE.

PROPOSED FOR ELECTION AS AN ASSOCIATE.

J. C. W. Meadows, 17, Cardiff Road, Luton, Beds.

By The Hon. Editor.

COUNCIL FOR 1908-9 .•

The Countess of WiNCHET.SEA. H. Gray, M.R.C.V.S.

Mrs. E. Warren Vernon. W. Bamkord.

INIiss Baker. — Chaplin.

Miss Rosa Little. J. H. Henstock.

The Hon. W. B. Wrottesley. Ivan D. Murray.
Dr. McDonagh, F.L.S., F.Z.S. W. E. Teschemaker, B.A.

Hon. Treasufer :

Tinniswood?; Miller,

27. I?elgtave Road, I^ondon, S.W.



THE BIRD MARKET.

All advertisements must reach the Editorial Secretary by the loth of

the month. Charge: Members' advertisements, four words a penny;
Non-Members, three words a penny.

MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.
From Cold Bird Room, all acclimatized, healthy birds, over-

crowded, I pair Diamond vSparrows 25/-, and. Wesininster,
I Chingolo cock 15/-, pair Cape Sparrows 20/-, pair Cordon
Rleus and odd cock, this year's young, 20/- three, Paris
Waxbills, St. Helena, Orange-cheeked, 10/- pair, pair Pekins,
lovely singers, 20/-, pair Ribbon Finches 10/-, pair Green
Avadavats, reared 2 yonng last year, 15/-, cock Pileated
iMucli i6/-, Cock Red-head Finch, 20/-, pair Pintail Why-
dahs, 15/-.

Mrs. Waurkn Vkrnon, Toddington Manor, Beds.

Guaranteed moulted in my open outdoor aviary — Scarlet
Tanager, beauty. 25/- ; true pair of Black Tanagers, just the
pair for breeding, perfect health ami feather, 30/-, pair
Cockatiels, been .successfnl breeders for the pa.st two years,

15/- ; young Green Budgerigars, 3/6 pair.

MiMvSUM, Swindon, Wilts.

.4 cock White-throated Finch {Spemiophila) in perfect health,
plumage and song, tlioronglily acclimatized. 7/6.

]Mi.ss Wait, 12, Rosary Gardens, Loudon, S.W.

Wanted—A cock Shama.
W. Bamford. Tlie Coppice, Windsor Road, Oldham.

Wanted — acclimatised cock Cordon Bleu and Grey vSinging

iMuch, hen Avadavat and Saffron Finch.
Miss K. M. HiNCKS, Barons Down, Dulverton.

NON-MEMBERS' ADVERTISEMENTS.
Diademed Amazon, very rare, ^^3, also very fine Blue and

Yellow-fronted AniHZon, laughing, talking and whistling,

45/- and 50/-; new cage; pair acclimatised Redrumps,
good, 25/-. Curson'.s HoTKr,, Lowestoft.

FOR SATvK.—Bell Birds ^^5 a pair, Half-moon Parrakeets 10/- a pair. Fire-
finches, Cordon Bleus' 3/6 pair. Jays 4/6 each, DwHrf Finches 7/6 pair,

Pekin Nightingales 3/- pair, a few selected cocks, in song, 3/6 each,
Storks 50/- pair, Spoonbills 40/- pair, Pileated Jay 10/-, Bleeding Heart
Df)ves ;{^4 pair, Cockatiels 10/- pair, magnificent adult breeding ; Budgeri-
gars 6/6 pair. Yellows 10/- pair, Hartz Mountain Roller Canaries_5/6, 7/6,

and 10/6 each, Schoolmaster 15- each, Teal 8/6, Garganey 10,'- pair. Red-
headed Ducks 20/- pair. Black Diving Ducks 20/- pair. Large Heron
Gulls 5/6 pair, Connuon Gulls 3/c pair. Knots 5/6, Waterhens 2/6,

Dunlins, etc., 5/- pair, Amherst Pheasants 30/- pair, Silver Pheasants
30/- pair, etc. Dormice 3,'6 pair. Goldfish 'gd., i/-, 2/-, 3/- doz. Large
breeding Goldfish s/- pair. All kinds of fancy fish and aquaria requisites.

Ants' Kggs 1/6 lb. Dried Flies 1/8. Best Mealworms 2/- 1,000, 5/6 lb. Cut-
tlebone lod. lb. Spray Millet 1/6 bundle of 50. Full Price List on application

Dk Von, 114, Bethnal Green Road, London, E.

4®~ When corresponding with advertizers please mention '' Bird Notes."
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All dead birds for post mortem examinations should be
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