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A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF

ENGLISH LITERATURE.



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

' We heartily iccomniend the book."

—

American Tia-'eller.

' Well arranged and most usefid for students.'

—

Arbroalh

Guide.

' Will arouse the curiosity of chance readers.'

—

Banffshire

JotirnaL

' An eminently useful work.'

—

Bath Argus.

'Will be sure to take a prominent position.'

—

Berwick

Warder.

' Will actjuaint the reader in an hour with the leadint; facts

of English Literature.'

—

Boston Guardian.

' A useful help to a general idea of English Literature.'

—

Brighton Guardian.

' Many a student will gladly invest in this little book.'

—

Cape Argus.

' \^ery well done.'

—

Christian Age.

' Mr. Grey has taken pains with his work, which will be

generally useful.'

—

Church Times.

' Displays a wonderful amount of painstaking research.'

—

Clifton Chronicle.

'Will be a boon to students and others with bad

memories. '

—

Daily Chronicle.

'Will be of great value in our schools and homes.'

—

Derbyshire Advertiser.

' A very clear 'f.y'no\>'A\^.^—Druids'' Journal.

' Well calculated to answer its purpose.'

—

Ecclesiastical

Gazette.

' A capital shilling's worth.'

—

Evangelical Magazine.

' Recommended for its conciseness.'

—

Glasgow Herald.

' As useful to scholars as students.'

—

Guernsey News.

*A concise picture of English Literature.'

—

Harpers
Alagazine.



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, contd.

' Mr. Grey has the knack of incluciing a t;reat deal within

a small compass.'

—

Hereford Times.

' A perfect multuni in parvo.''^Jersey Express.

' A dainty little volume.'

—

Life.

' It is marvellous how much Mr. Grey has compressed
within narrow limits.'

—

Literary World.

' Without a rival as a valuable compendium.'

—

I^otith

Titnes.

'Will impress itself on the minds of readers.'

—

Marl-
borough Titnes.

'A most handy and admirably compiled little work.'

—

iMalvern News.

' Contains a surprising amount of valuable information.'

—

Melbourne Portfolio.

' A brief but interesting survey.'

—

Methodist.

' Will recall many intellectual feasts to those of mature
years, and inspire the young with a desire to read the books
named.'

—

Moneys Herald.

' Useful to readers of all ages.'

—

Montrose Standard.

' A valuable aid to students.'

—

Northern Ensign.

' A well-digested compilation.'

—

Oban Times.

' Of inestimable value to students.'

—

Oxford Chronicle.

' Accurate and well-executed."

—

Paisley Herald.

' Supplies an often felt want.'

—

Penrith Advertiser.

' An exceedingly useful work.'

—

People'sJournal, Dundee.

' Well fitted to impart a general knowledge of English

Literature. '

—

Perthshire Advertiser.

' A good idea admirably carried out.'

—

Portsmouth Times.

' As perfect as possible.'

—

Public Opinion.

' An excellent little book for reference.'

—

Quebec Chronicle.
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, contd.

' Concise and handy for examination purposes.'

—

Rcadini^

Mercury.

' Very clear and accurate.'

—

Sihoolinasltr.

' Arranged to convey information at a glance.'

—

Siot/ish

Guardian.

'A capital synopsis admirably condensed.'

—

Sheffield

Independent.

' We cannot too strongly reconniiend the book.'

—

Shrews-

buryJournal.

' A brief Init valuaide little w^nV.'- -Society.

' Represents a vast amount of careful research.'

—

Somerset

County Gazette.

'A bright-eyed bird; exactly meets the want nf thou-

sands.'

—

Szuord iSr= Troii'cl.

' Brings the entire range of English Literature williin the

focus of the reader's eye.'

—

Surrey Gazette.

'A novel idea thoroughly well worked out.'

—

'rivcrtoit

Times.

' An intelligently-compiled synopsis.'

—

Toronto Mail.

' Invaluable to students and readers generally.'— Wiltshire

Times.

'An excellent resume, accurate and pithy.'— Winchester

Observer.

' Condensed in a very clear and lucid manner."

—

Windsor
and Eton Gazette.

' Of incalculable value to tlmse whose reading time is

limited. '— Woohvich Journal.

' Another most useful work by Mr. tlrey.'— )'. Great.

' Will be welcome to all classes.'— York Chronicle.

' Very accurate and reliable."— Yorkshire Post.
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' As 'tis a greater mj-stery in tlie art

Of painting to foreshorten any part

Than draw it out, so 'tis in hooks the cliief

Of all perfections to be jilain and brief."

S. PjUII.KK.

\The Rii^hts of Translation mid Repro<hi(iiov are reseiTed.^



PREFACE

X this age of learning, when an acquaint-

ance with English Literature is insisted

on at every educational test and com-

petitive examination, and will, in the coming

generation, be as indispensable as a knowledge

of spelling and grammar, it is thought that the

following Synopsis of the names of our most

celebrated poets and prose writers, with the

dates of their birth and death, their social

position, and the titles of their principal works,

may prove useful not only to students, but to all



\
PREFACE.

who are anxious to acquire a i^eneral idea of tlie

gradual expansion of tiiout^ht and de\-elopnient

of literary talent in the l^ritish dominions, since

the days when the preaching of St. Augustine

moderated the warlike propensities, and awak-

ened the intellectual powers of our Anglo-Saxon

ancestors.

H. G.
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ENGLISH LITERA TURE.

Authors Niimes, and Social positiim, and short desrnptiov

Dates of Birth a?id Death. of their principal works.

Caedmon,

(a.d. 610-680),

the earliest known Anglo-

Saxon whose works are pre-

served, was a monk at

Whitby, and wrote A Para-

phrase, in verse, from the

Bible, selecting the most vivid

and picturesque incidents as

his themes.



X

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEIV OF

\

Bede, the father of I'^ngHsh learning,

NAMED THE spent liis life in a monastery

Venerable, at Jarrow, where he obtained

(673-735), great repute as a scholar and

teacher. He wrote, in Latin,

A Treatise on the Nature of

Thhigs, and A Church History

of the English Nation.

Alcuin, was a schoolmaster at York,

(735-804), and, after a journey to Rome,

resided for some years at the

court of Charlemagne. He
was the author of several

works, in Latin, on theology,

history, mathematics, poetry,

and rhetoric.

was a native of Ireland, and

the greatest philosopher of the

dark ages. He wrote a treat-

ise on Natural Science, several

theological commentaries, and

some poetry.

Kixc Ai.i'RKi), was taught by his mother, and

The (ikEAT, translatetl the works of several

(S49-901), Latin writers for the instruc-

jcannes scotus,

Eric.ena,

(810-875),



ENGLISH LITERATURE.

King Alfred,

The CtReat,

(849-901)™

continued.

tion of his subjects. He is

also supposed to have origin-

ated the first A?ii:^/o-Saxon

Chronicles.

\. Aelfric, a monk, and afterwards Arch-

(930-1005), bishop of Canterbury, wrote

Homilies on the doctrines of

the Anglo-Saxon Church, and

made translations from the

Old Testament.

^^'ILI.IAM an Oxford priest, wrote A
OF MAL^lESBUR^•. History of the Early Kings

(1095- 1 143), and Prelates of England, in

Latin, and other works.

V
Geoffrey

OF Monmouth,

(1102-1154),

Bishop of St. Asaph, compiled

A History of Britain., based

upon older records and A\'elsh

Legends, which became very

popular.

Lavamon, a Worcestershire priest, was

(i 130- 1 190), the author of a metrical

Histo/y of the Colo?iisation of



\
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Lavamon, Britain^ luiinctl The B?-iif,

(1130-11 90)

—

which is valuable as a speci-

C())itiiiiicd. men of the transition from

Anglo-Saxon tcj h^arly English.

Raxulf,

DF. Cll.AXVIIJ.F,

(i 135-1 190),

Chief justice to Henr)' 11.,

compiled the earliest Tiratise

on the laws and Customs of

E7igiand.

Waltfr Mai'fs.

(1143-1210),

Archdeacon of Oxford, wrote

The Poems of Go/ins, a satire

on the clergy, Court Anecdotes,

containing sketches of the

manners of his time, and

contributions to The Romances

of King Arthii?-, whose ex-

ploits were sung by the

^^'elsh bards, and became the

theme for many mediaeval and

modern poems.

Afkxandkr a friar, was the author of an c.\-

ov Halks, haustive Theo/oj^ica/ Treatise,

(i 185-1245), which was adopted in all the

schools of ( "hristendom.



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 5

Matthkw Paris, a monk of St. Alban's, wrote A
(i 195-1259), History of the /rwA/ from the

Creation, which included a re-

cord of events in his own life-

time, and is considered a very

valuable work.

Roger Bacon, a Franciscan monk, devoted

(1214-1292), himself to chemical, physical,

and mathematical science. His

great work is his Opus Alajus,

the encyclopedia of the thir-

teenth century. He was also

acquainted with astronomy

and geography, and several

ancient languages.

Robert a monk, composed a rhyming

OF Gloucester, Chrotiick of English History,

( 1 230-1 299), consisting of more than ten

thousand lines, in the verna-

cular language of his time.

John Duns Scotus, a professor at Oxford, was an

( 1 265-1308), eminent scholar, and earned
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John Duns ScoTUS, the name of the 'Sulnlc

(1265-1308)

—

Doctor.' He wrote numerous

co/i/i/i/nd. Covuncntarics on theologieal

and philosoi)hical (juestions.

Nicholas Trivet, a Dominican monk, was the

(1285-1328), author of a well-written and

trustworth)' series of Historical

Ainials^ embracing a period of

nearly two centuries.

RoiiERT Manning, a Lincolnshire monk, was the

(127 2-1338), author of a rhyming Historical

Chronicle in (|uaint early En-

glish, evincing considerable

])oetical ])ower.

AN'iLi.iAM OF Occam, a I'Vanciscan monk, earned

(1280-1347), great reputation as a scholar

and philosopher. lie wrote

se\eral Tlieoloi!;ical Treatises,

and supported the (lerman

Emperor in his controversies

with the I'ope.
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Ranulf Higden,

(1280-1367),

a Benedictine monk, wrote

A Chronicle., in Latin called

Folychronicon, a translation of

which, by Trevisa, was after-

wards completed and printed

by Caxton.

Sir John a physician, was the author of

Mandeville, one of the earliest known works

(1300-1372), in English prose, consisting of

a narrative of his Travels in

the East, during a period of

thirty-four years.

John OF Fordun,

(1310-1384),

a priest at Aberdeen, wrote

A Chronicle of Scotland from

the time of Noah.

Rev. John Wycliffe, an energetic promoter of the

( 1 320-1 384), Reformation, wrote treatises

against the errors of the

Papacy, and made the first

complete Eni:;lish Translation

of the Bible.
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John liAKiiouR, ,\rchdeacon of Aberdeen, was

(1319-1395), the first Scotch poet who used

the EngHsh languai!;e. He
wrote The Bruce, a chronicle

of the career of the famous

Kinsi; of that name.

A\'ii.LiAM Lanci.axi), an Oxford fellow, was the

(1332-1399), author of an alk'goriral poem,

entitled TIic ]"isio/i of Piers

riowman, in which he satirises

the corruptions of the Church,

and depicts various types of

human character. The metre

is alliterative, several words in

each line commencing with

the same letter.

\
GkdkkkI'A' ("n ALfCKK, a courtier and diplomatist,

(1340-1400), established his fame as the

iirst great English i)oet by

his Canterbury Tales, a vivid

picture of society in the four-

teenth century, and several

other works.
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_ John Gower,

V (1320-140S),

a lawyer, exposed the vices of

all classes in two poems, en-

titled The Voice of one Cryi/iii;

and T/ie Confessions ofa Lover.

John Lydgatk, a Benedictine monk, was a

scholar and poet. His three

chief works are Ti-oy Book,

The Story of Thebes, imitated

from Chaucer, Falls of Princes

and London Lackpenny, a satire.

King James I.

OF Scotland,

(1391-1436),

while a prisoner in England

composed a poem, entitled

The King's Qi/hair, in praise

of the lady whom he after-

wards married.

Reginald Pecock, Bishop of Chichester, was one

(1395-1460), of the first advocates for

liberty of thought on un-

essential religious doctrines.

Sir Thomas an eminent judge, was the

Littleton, author of a celebrated work

(1409- 1 481), on Tenures.
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Sir John Chief Justice to Henry VI.,

FoRTESCUE, wrote a learned treatise on

( I 395- 1 485), The Common Lmv ofE/ii^/cDid.

Roi'.ERT Henrvson, a Scottish poet, was the

(1423-1495), author of The Testattient of

Cresseid, a metrical transla-

tion of .Esofs Fables, and

some ballads.

John Colet, Dean of St. Paul's, was a

(1466-15 19), zealous promoter of the re-

vival of learning, and wrote

several theological and clas-

sical treatises.

Wii.T.iAM Dt^NBAR, of St. Andrew's University,

(1460-1520), commemorated the marriage

of James W . in a poem en-

titled The Thistle and Rose.

He also wrote a satire named

The Dance of the Seven Deadly

Sins, and other works.

Oawin Douc.i.as, r.ishop (jf Dunkeld, produced

(1474-1522), the first English translation of

l^iroiPs .Encid.
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Sir Thomas Mork, Chancellor to Henry VIII.,

(1478-1535), wrote Utopia., an imaginary

form of government, in Latin,

and some controversial tracts

in elegant English.

William Tyndale,

(1477-1536),

a preacher to the English

Factory at Antwerp, made A
Traiislatio}} of tlie New Testa-

ment, and was the author of

several theological treatises in

favour of the Reformation.

I Sir Thomas Wvat, a courtier, composed Sonnets,

(i 503-1 542), imitated from Italian poetry,

in more polished language

than any previous writers.

Hknrv Howard, wrote elegant Love Sonnets,

^ Earl of Surrey, and translated part of T/ie

(15 1 7-1547), ^Enei'd in blank verse.

Alexander a Benedictine monk, was the

Barclay, translator of T/ie Ship ofFoots,

(147 6- 1552), a celebrated German satire,

and of Satti/sfs Jiigurthine

War.
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John I.kland

(1506 1552),

(^hai)lain to Henry VllL, and

the first English Antinuar)-,

wrote An Itinerary of liis

travels, and other works.

Sir David a Jacobite courtier, was the

Lyndsay, author of The Dream, and

( 1 490- 1 5 5 5 ),
other satirical poems.

Huc.ii Latimkr, Bishop of Worcester, was cele-

(i4()o-[555), brated for his quaint Sermons

in favour of the Reformation.

Thomas Cranmkr, Archbishop of Canterbury,

(1489-1556), wrote several Controversial

Treatises, and A Catechism.

John Balk, Bisliop of Ossory, wrote

(1495-1563), Miracle Plays, and compiled

A Summary ofBritish Authors

in Latin.

\

Rev. Nicholas Udall, head-master at Eton, com-

(1505-1564), posed the first English

comedy, called Ralph Roister

Doister.
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John Heywood, a courtier, was the author of

(1500-1565), several dramatic I/ifcrli/ae';,

and a large collection of

Epigrams.

Miles Coverdale, Bishop of Exeter, took part in

(1488- 1 568), A Translation of the Bible,

and wrote several works

against the Roman Catholic

doctrines.

Roger Ascham, Public Orator at Cambridge,

(1515-1568), wrote a work on education

entitled The Schoolmaster,

and was celebrated for his

Latin compositions.

Rev. John Knox, a Protestant preacher, wrote

(1505-1572), A History of the Reformation,

and other theological works.

George Gascoigne, a law student, translated from

(1577), Ariosto the first English prose

comedy, named The Supposes.

He was also the author of

Steel Glas, and some other

satires.
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Sir Piiii.iF SiDNKY, wrote a romance entitled

{ 1 554-1 586), Arcadia, several sonnets in

elegant English, and The

Defence of Poesy.

Rev. John Foxk, an Oxford fellow, was the

(15 I 7-1587), author of Moralities in Latin,

and The Book of Martyrs., a

manual of Protestantism.

Robert Greene, a Cambridge graduate, wrote

(1553- 1 592), Friar Bacon., George a Greene,

and other jjlays, and some

elegies and lyrics.

Christophek a Cambridge graduate, wrote

Marlowe, Tamburlaine the Great, Doctor

(1564-1593), Faiistus, and several other

sensational plays.

Edmund Spenser, a courtier, was the author of a

(ic;q2-T599), celebrated allegorical poem,

entitled The Faerie Queen, A
Vieiv of Ire/a /id, and a collec-

tion of miscellnncous poetry.
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i Richard Hooker,

( 1 554-1 600),

Master of the Temple, and an

eloquent preacher, is known

for his work on Ecclesiastical

Polity^ defending the Church

of England against the dog-

matism of the Presbyterians.

John Stow, a tailor, was the author of a

(i 525-1605), popular Summary of English

Chronicles, and A Survey of

London.

John Lyly, a courtier, wrote Euphues, or

(1553-1606), the Anatomy of JP'it, and

Euphues and his England.,

as well as several plays. He

adopted an affected style

which became fashionable

and was called euphuism.

Thomas Sackvillk, wrote several poems, and as-

Earl of Dorset, sisted in the composition of

(1536-1608), the first English tragedy, en-

titled Ferrex and Porrex, or

Gorboduc, founded on early

British legends.
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Francis Beaumont, were the joint authors of more

(1586-1615), than fifty brilliant and roman-

AND tic comedies and tragedies,

John Flktchkk, passages from which are still

( 1 576-1625), frequendy (|uoted.

William commenced life as an actor,

Shakespeare, and wrote thirty-seven trage-

(1564-1616), dies and comedies, which

hold the highest place in

English literature, and have

obtained an imperishable fame

in every civilised country.

He was also the author of

several sonnets and other

poems.

Sir Walter Raleich, \\xo\.^ A History of the World,

(

1

552-1618), and some poetry.

Samuel Daniel,

(1562-1619),

a courtier, composed a poem

named Musophi/us, several

odes and sonnets, A History

of Ettg/cifid, and A Defence of

Rhyme,
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William Camden, head-master of Westminster

( 1 551-1623), School, wrote a work of con-

siderable merit in Latin, en-

titled Britannia., gi'^'iiig ^m

account of the British Isles

from the earliest aires.

Thomas Lodge,

(1556-1625),

an actor, wrote several dramas,

and Rosalinde^ a novel, upon

which Shakespeare founded

his play of 'As You Like it.'

King James L,

(1566-1625),

was the author of Basilicon

Doron., containing advice to

his son and theological argu-

ments, and A Counterblast to

Tobacco.

Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor to James L,

Viscount St. Albans, was a moralist, an historian,

(156 1- 1 626), and a rhetorician, and wrote a

series of philosophical and

other treatises of great merit,

under the general title of

Instaiiratio Magna,
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Rkv. Sa.mukl compiled, from more than

PuRCHAS, thirteen hundred authors, a

(15 7 7-1626), a work named nii^rimai:;L\ or

the Rt'/a/io/!S of the ll'or/d, the

Religions observed in all Ages,

and Places discoveredfrom the

Creation.

Henry Briogs,

(1556-1630),

a professor at Oxford, was the

author of a series of Logarith-

mic Tables, entitled Trigono-

mctrica Britaiinica, and some

other valuable mathematical

works.

MiCHAKL 1)RA^T()N, an Oxford graduate, was the

( 1563- 1 63 1 ), author of Folyoll>ion, a metrical

guide - book to England and

Wales, The Battle ofAgincoiirt,

and other historical poems, and

Nymphidia, a fairy tale.

John Donnk,

(1573-1631),

Dean of Si. I'auTs, wrote The

J'seiido - Martyr, and several

elegies, satires, and other

poems.
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Edward Fairfax, son of a baronet, translated

(1575-1632), Tasso's Jerusalem Delivered.,

and wrote a treatise on

Demonology.

Rev. George wrote The Coii/ilry Rarsoii,

Herbert, and some Sacred Poems, which

(1593-1632), are still popular.

Sir Edward Coke, Chief Justice to James I., was

(1552-1633), the author of Reports and

Institutes., and other valuable

lesal works.

George Chapman, an Oxford graduate, wrote

(155 7-1 634), Eastward Ho ! a comedy

depicting London life, and

many other plays and poems.

He also translated Homer

and Hesiod.

Richard CoRr.p:T, Bishop of Norwich, was the

( 1
582-1 635), author of some ludicrous

Satires against the Puritans.
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liKN JoNSON, was originally an actor ; he

I
('573-i'''37)' became poet - laureate, and

wrcjte Every Afan in //is

Nt/moi/r, and several (jther

plays, masques, and lyrical

poems, full of vigour and

fancy, but unrefined.

Rkv. RoiiERT Burton, was the author of a well-known

(i 576-1639), work, entitled The Anatomy of

Melancholy.

Philip Massingkr, who was educated at Oxford,

(1584- 1 640), wxotQ T/ie Viri^in Marfyr, ixnd

other plays, in purer taste than

most of his contemporaries.

Francis Quarles, a Cambridge graduate, wrote

( 1
592-1 644), Emblems, Divine and Moral,

and several other ciuaint poems

and essays.

Wii.i.iAM Dki'mmoxi), an Edinburgh graduate, was

( 1
585-1 649), the author of .7 //isfory of tJie

Five Jameses, and numerous

poems, sonnets, and elegies.
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John Sei.den,

(15S4-1654),

M.P. for Oxford University,

wrote Table Talk, Titles of

Honou7; and several works of

great merit on constitutional

and legal questions.

Joseph Hall, Bishop of Norwich, was the

(15 74-1 656), author of a book of satires,

entitled A Gathering of

Rods, and several theological

treatises.

Rev. THO^L\s wrote The Jl'orthies of E/ig-

FuLLER, /and, A Ciiurch History, and

(1608- 1 661), some other quaint and

scholarly works.

Rev. James Shirley, wrote The Traitor, The Lady

(1596- 1 666), of Pleasure, The Cardinal,

and many other plays.

Jeremy Taylor,

(1613-1667),

Bishop of Down, was a fluent

theological writer, the titles of

his best works being Diictor

Dubitaiitiiim, Holy Living,

Holy Dying, and The Liberty

of Prophesying.
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Abraham ('owlkv.

(1618-1667),

a Cambridge graduate, was

the author of a satire entitled

T/ie PuritaiJ and the Papist,

several poems, and transla-

tions from Anacreon.

Sir William poet-laureate, was the author

Davenant, of a tragedy named Albovifie,

(1605- 1 668), several masques, and an epic

poem entitled Gfludihcrt.

Sir John Denham, produced a successful tragedy,

(1615-1668), named Tlie Sophy, and

Cooper's Hill, a descriptive

poem.

William Prvnne, a Puritan lawyer, wrote

(1600-1669), Histi-io Mastri\\ a virulent

pamphlet against the stage,

and a number of political

treatises.

Sir ('jEORCIe was the authf)r of 77/(' Comical

Etheri;ik;e, Re7'e/ii:;e, or Love i/i a Tub,

(1636- 1 670), some other amusing comedies,

and some songs and poems.
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John Milton, the son of a scrivener, at-

(1608- 1 6 74), tained the highest rank as a

poet by his Paradise lost

and Fa?-adise Rei:;ai/ied. He
was also the author of some

other poems, and several

dramatic, political, and theo-

logical works.

Edward Hydf:, wrote A Hisfory of tJie Re-

Earl of Clarendon, hellion, which contains some

(1608- 1 6 74), cleverly executed descriptive

portraits, and his own

biography.

Rev. John a celebrated Hebrew scholar,

LiGHTFOOT, compiled A Narj/io/iy of the

(i 602-1 675), Four Gospels, and other theo-

logical works.

Rev. Isaac Barrow, was the author of Lectiones

(1630-167 7), OpticcE, Lectiones Geometricce,

and other mathematical and

theological treatises.
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Thomas Hoiiuks,

(1588-1679),

Secretary to Lord Bacon,

wrote Tlie Leviathan, and

other works on Ike Science of

Goveiywienf, in a very re-

publican spirit, and on philo-

sophical questions. He also

wrote his life in Latin verse

when he was eighty-five years

of a^e.

Samuel Butler, the son of a former, w^as the

(1612-1680), author of Hudibras^ a cele-

brated ludicrous satire against

the Puritans, full of wit and

learning, and other poems.

Sir Thoi\l\s a physician, wrote Keligio

Browne, Medici, and other works, in

(1605-1682), a rich and impressive style,

which gained him consider-

able reputation.

1/\.\K Walton,

( 1
593-1683),

a hosier, is known as the

author of The Complete Aiii:;/er,

and some biographies.
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Thomas Otway,

(1651-1685),

an actor, wrote Venice Pre-

served, and several other

coarse but thrilling plays.

vSiR Robert

FiLMER,

(1621-1688),

a royalist, was the author of

Patriarcha, a political essay,

maintaining the divine right

of kings, and that men were

not born free, but slaves.

George Villiers, was the author of a comedy
Duke OF Buckingham, entitled The Rehearsal, and

(162 7-1 688), some other plays.

John Bunyan,

(1628-1688),

a tinker, wrote The Pilgrim's

Progress, a religious work,

which has been translated

into a greater number of

languages than any other

book, except the Bible.

Richard Baxter,

(1615-1691),

a Puritan preacher, wrote The

Saints' Everlastijig Rest, and

many other theological trea-

tises.
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Sir William a diplomatist, wrote a con-

Tkmplk, troversial essay on The Coin-

( 1 628- 1 698), parative Merits of Ancient and

Modern Authors.

John Dryden, poet-laureate to Charles II.,

(163 J -1 700), was the author of numerous

plays, several controversial

and satirical poems, including

Absalo7n and Achithophel, and

many other works in verse

and prose. He also made

translations from Virgil, and

some of the other Greek and

Latin poets. One of his best

works is An Ode to St. Cecilia's

Day.

Samuel Pepys, Secretary to the Admiralty,

(1632-1703), kept A Diary, which affords

amusing information as to the

manners and customs of the

age in which he lived.

|0HN Locke, a country gentleman, wrote

{ 1 632-1 704), letters on Toleration, An
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John Locke, Essay concerning Human Un-

(1632-1704),— dcrsfanding, and several trea-

continued. tises on civil government,

education, and other subjects.

John Evelyn,

(1620-1706),

a member of the Royal

Society, was the author of

Sylva., a discourse on forest

trees, several works on the

Fine Arts, and a Diary con-

taining curious glimpses of

society in the seventeenth

century.

George Farquhar, educated at Trinity College,

(1678-1707), UubHn, became an actor, and

wrote The Beaux Stratagem,

and other plays.

Charles Montague, composed, jointly with Mat-

Earl of Halifax, thew Prior, a burlesque, en-

( 1 661-17
1 5), titled The Country Mouse and

thi' City Mouse, and other

poems.
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Ciii.HKRj' Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury, was the

( 1 643-1 715), author of A History of His

07UH Time, and other works.

Rkv. Thomas was a contributor to pcriodi-

Parnell, cals, and author of a poem

(1679-1717), named The Hermit.

Sir Samuel Garth, a physician, wrote a mock-

(1672-1718), heroic poem, entitled The

Dispensary, and assisted in a

translation of Ovid.

Nicholas Rowe, poet-laureate to George I., was

(1673-17 1 8), the author o[ Jane Shore and

other plays, a translation of

Li/can, and a collection of

poems.

Joseph Addison, Secretary of State, was an

{167 2-1 7
1 9), eminent essayist and the

{M-incipal contributor to The

Spectator : he was also a

dramatist and poet.
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Matthew Prior,

(1664-1721),

a diplomatist, wrote Henry

and Emma, and other poems,

several Tales, and some Epi-

(^rams.

Rev. Joseph was the author of an interest-

BiNGHAM, ing w^ork entitled Antiqttities of

(1681-1723), the Chi-istian Church.

Rev. Jeremy wrote an essay on the Immor-

CoLLiER, ality and Profancness of the

(1650-1726), Stage, An Ecclesiastical His-

tory, and political pamphlets.

Sir Isaac

\| Newton,

(1642-1727),

immortalised himself as the

first demonstrator of The Latvs

of Gravitation, and wrote nu-

merous scientific and philo-

sophical treatises.

William Congreve, a law student, was the author

(1670-1729), of The Alourning Bride, The

Way of the World, and several

other very successful plays.
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Sir Richard a i)hysician, wrote a poem en-

Bi^ACKMORK, titled Prince Arthur^ and many

(1650-1729), others on various themes.

Sir Richard Steele, contributed to three periodi-

(167 I- 1 729), cals, The Taf/er, The Specta-

tor, and The Guardian, and

was the autlior of several

comedies and political essays.

Daniel Defoe, a merchant, was one of the

(166 1
-1 731), first English novelists, and

his Robinson Crusoe is still

popular. He was also a poet

and political writer.

John Gay, a courtier, was the author of

( 1 688- 1 7 3 2 ), The Beggai-''s Opera, and wrote

several comedies and farces,

and some poems.

John Arbuthnot, a physician, wrote a humorous

(167 5-1 735), History of John Bull, and

was joint author with i^ope

and Swift of a satirical essay

> entitled Martinus Srril'lerus.
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Thomas Tickell, an Oxford fellow, is celebrated

(1666- 1 740), as a translator of Homer, a

contributor to The Spectator,

and for an elegy Oji the Death

of Addison.

Richard Bentley, Master of Trinity College,

(1662-1742), Cambridge, was an eminent

scholar, and a critical editor

of several of the Ancient

Classics.

Rev. Daniel Neal, a dissenting minister, wrote a

( 1 678-1 743), reliable History of the Puri-

tans.

Alexander Pope, the son of a linen draper, was

(1668-1744), the author of The Dii/iciad,

An Essay on Man, and many

other satirical and miscel-

laneous poems ; he also trans-

lated Homer.

Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin,

(1667-1745), was the author of numerous

compositions in verse and

prose, in almost every style
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Jonathan Swift, of literature. One of his best

( 1 667-1 745)— known works is GuHivers

contiftued. Travels.

Rev. Isaac Watts, a dissenting minister, was the

(1674- 1 748), author of The Busy Bee, The

S/i/g^i^ard, and many other

hymns for children. He also

wrote some theological and

philosophical essays, and A
Alamial of Logic.

James Thomson, son of a Presbyterian minister,

(1700-1748), wrote a series of poems called

The Seasons, and several

tragedies.

Henry St. John, contributed political essays to

Viscount a periodical, entitled The

BoLiNGBROKK, Craftsttiaii, and wrote several

(i 678-1 751), metaphysical treatises.

Joseph Butler, Bishop of Durham, was the

(1692- 1 752), author of The Analogy of

Religion, and many other
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Joseph Butler,

(1692-1752),—

continued.

very able theological works

;

his Sermons on Moral Philo-

sophy also hold a high place

in Church literature.

George Berkelp:y, Bishop of Cloyne, wrote A

(1684-17 53) Treatise on the Principles of

Human Knowledge, a theo-

logical dialogue entitled Al-

ciphrofi, and several very

able political and meta-

physical works.

Henry Fielding,

(1707-1754),

educated for the law, was the

author of To?n Jones, Joseph

Andreivs, and other novels of

great merit ; he also wrote

plays and political pamphlets.

William Collins,

(1721-1756),

the son of a hatter, was the

author of An Ode to the

Passions, and some other

poems.
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CoLLEY CiHi'.ER, an actor and poet-laureate,

(1671-1757), wrote The Ca?'eless Jliisbafid

and several other plays, and

All ApoioiO' for /lis Life.

Allan Ramsay,

(1686-1758),

a bookseller, wrote The Vision,

The Gentle Shepherd, and

several collections of mis-

cellaneous poems.

Rf.v. John Dykr, was the author of Grongar

(i 700-1 758), Hil/, and other descriptive

poems.

Samuel a printer, was the author of

Richardson, three celebrated novels, en-

(1689-1761), titled J\xtnehx, Clarissa Ilar-

lowe, and Sir Charks Grandi-

son.

Lady Mary wrote several poems, and

W'ORi'LKV MoNTACU, described her Travels in Ihe

(1689-1762), East in a series of letters

which are still read with

pleasure.



ENGLISH LITERATURE. 35

William Shenstone, an Oxford student, wrote The

(17 14-1763), Schoolmistress, and several

odes and elegies.

Rev. Edward

Young,

(1681-1765),

was the author of Night

Thoughts, several satires, and

three traa;edies.

Rev. Charles

Churchill,

(1731-1765),

was the author of The Rosciad,

a satire on the stage, and

various other poems.

Rev. Laurence wrote twohumorous narratives,

Sterne, entitled Tristram Shandy and

(1713-176S), A Sentimental Journey, and

some satires.

James Merrick, fellow of Trinity College, Ox-

(17 20-1 769), ford, was the author of The

Chameleon, and several theo-

loaical works.

William Falconer, a naval officer, was the author

(i 732-1 769), of The Shipwreck, a vivid

descriptive poem.
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Mark Akknsiuk, a physician, wrote The Pleas-

(i 721-1770), 2(res of Imai^i/ia/io/i, a poem

of much merit.

Thomas Chattkrton, the son of a sexton, composed

(1752-1770), i maginary Lt\^endary Histories,

and miscellaneous poems, un-

equalled by any writer of his

age.

Thomas Gray, a professor at Cambridge, was

(17 1 6-1 771), the author of the famous

Ele^v ill a Country Chuirh-

yard, and several odes.

ToRiAS Smollktt, a naval surgeon, wrote Roderick

(1721-1771), Randof?i, Peregrine Fickle,

Humphrey Ciinker, and some

other satirical novels.

Philip Stanhope, wrote a. senefi o( Letters to His

Earl ofChkstkrfif.ld, Son, full of practical sense and

(1694-1773), useful information.
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Oliver Goldsmith, a medical student, was the

(i 728-1 774), author of The Vicar of Wake-

field., several poems, a play

entitled She Stoops to Conquer.,

and some historical works.

David Hume, Under-Secretary of State, com-

(1711-1776), piled A History of England,

and wrote several political and

metaphysical treatises.

John Armstrong, a physician, was the author of

(1709- 177 9), The Art of Preserving Health,

one of the finest didactic

poems ever written.

Samuel Johnson,

(1709-1784),

the son of a bookseller, com-

piled a Dictionary, and wrote

The Lives of the Poets, a

tragedy, a novel, and essays

on various subjects.

Sir William an eminent judge, was the

Blackstone, author of a well-known work,

(i 723-1 784), entitled Conwientarles on the

Laws of England.

145561
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Aj)AM Smith, a professor at (llasgow Univer-

(i 723-1 790), sity, was the authcjr of The

Wealth of Nations, a treatise

on political economy.

Thomas Warton, poet-laureate, wrote A History

(i 728-1 790), of E/ig/ish Poetry, and several

other works.

Rev. John Wesley, was the author of a Journal,

(1703-1791), a translation of The Works of

Thomas a Kempis, a (iernian

divine, several hymns, and

some theological treatises.

Sir Joshua a painter, wrote Discourses on

Reynolds, Pai)itiiii:;, and Remarks on

(1723-1792), Pictures of the Dutch and

Plemish Schools.

Rkv. OiLr.iRT a celebrated naturalist, was

White, the author of The Natural

(1720-1793), History and Antiquities <f

Selborne.
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Edward Gibf.on, the son of a country gentle-

(i 737-1 794), man, devoted many years to

a history of The Decline atid

Fall of the Roman Empire,

which has been translated

into almost every European

language, and an autobio-

graphy.

James Boswell, a Scotch advocate, was a

(i 740-1 795), companion of Dr. Johnson,

whose biography he wrote.

James Macpherson, a Scotch schoolmaster, trans-

(i 738-1 796), lated several of the ancient

Gaelic poems of Ossian.

Robert Burns, a Scotch farmer, was the

(1759-1796), author of The Cottar's Satur-

day Night, John Anderson my

Jo, Atild Lang Syne, and

many other sentimental and

patriotic songs, as popular

now as when they were

written.
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HoRACK Walpoi.k, M.P., was the author of a

(17 1 7-1 797), novel entitled The Castle of

Otranto^ Anecdotes of Painters^

and several other works ; he

was also celebrated as a letter-

% writer.

Edmund Burkk, M.P. for ^^'endover, wrote

(i 728-1 797), Essays on various social and

political subjects ; but his

fame rests upon his eloquent

speeches in Parliament.

Wiij.iAM CowPKR, a barrister, was the author of

(1731-1800), The Task, several other poems

and moral satires, and the

humorous History of John

Gilpin.

Jamks Bkattik, a professor at Aberdeen, wrote

( 1 735-1803), Essays on Moral Science, a

poem entitled The Minstrel,

and several other works.
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Rev. William Palev, was the author of The Ele-

( 1 743-1805), metits of Moral and Political

Philosophy, The Evidences of

Christianity, and other theo-

logical works ; he was also a

translator of the Classics.

Henry Kirke White, of humble origin, wrote Mis-

(i 785-1806), cellaneous Poems of consider-

able merit.

Rev. John Home, a Scotch minister, was the

(i 722-1808), author of a clever tragedy

named Douglas, for writing

which he had to retire from

his kirk.

Richard Porson, a professor at Cambridge, was

( 1 759-1808), an eminent Greek scholar and

critic, and edited four plays

of Euripides.

Charles Dibdin, a musician, wrote Poor Jack,

(i 745-1814), and many other favourite

ballads and sea songs.
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Richard Brinslkv an Under-Secretary of State,

Shkridan, wrote three celebrated plays,

(1751-1817), entitled The Riva/s, The

School for S-a>ida/, and The

Critic ; and made some

brilliant speeches in Parlia-

ment.

Jane Austen, a clergyman's daughter, was

(1775-1817), the authoress of Pride afid

Prejudice, Sense and S'nsi-

bility, and several other pop-

ular domestic novels.

Siu Philip Fran'cis, was the reputed author of a

(
1
740-1818), series of pungent political

letters signed Junius.

\ John Keats, educated for the medical

(i 795-1821), profession, wrote Endy/nio/i,

An Ode to a A^ighfini:;ah',

Hyperion, and many other

elegant poems.
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Percy Bysshp:

Shelley,

(1792-1822),

eldest son of a baronet, was a

gifted writer with extreme re-

volutionary ideas. His best

poetical works are Pj-ometheus

Unbound., and The Cenci ; he

was also the author of several

romances, and translations

from the Greek Classics.

Thomas Erskink, Lord Chancellor to George

(1750-1S23), III., was the author of several

political pamphlets.

Ann Radcliffe,

(1764-1823),

wife of a journalist, wrote The

Romance of the Forest., The

Mysteries of Udolpho, and

several other thrilling novels.

Mrs. Barbauld,

(1743-1824),

was a well-known writer of

Foefns and Hymns for Chil-

droi.

Lord Byron, was a poet of extraordinary

(1788-1824), genius, power, and versatiHty
;

two of his most popular works

being Cliihie Haro/d and Don

Juan.
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William (iiFi'ORD, of luiniblc origin, became

(i 756-1826), editor of The Quarterly Re-

view, and wrote successful

satires against the Italian sl)le

of poetry and the modern

drama.

Reginald Hebkr, Bishop of Calcutta, was the

( 1 783-1826), author of a favourite collection

of JJymus and Sacred Poems.

William Mitford, M.P., devoted many years to a

( I 7 44- 1 8 2 7 ),
History of Greece.

Gkorge Canning, Prime Minister, contributed

( I 770-1827), in his earlier days to the Anti-

Jacoiu'/i, a satirical periodical.

Rev. Dr. Lanigan, was the author of a calm and

( 1
760-1828), learned Ecc/esiastical History

of Ircla)i(l.

Sir Hgmi'IIRKV President of the Royal Society,

Daw, wrote numerous treatises on

(1778-1829), J^hysical Science and Chemical

Philosophy.
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WiLLiAiM Hazlitt, son of a Unitarian minister,

(i 778-1830), was an eminent critic and

essayist, and the author of

Sketches of English Picture

Galleries, and various other

works.

Thomas Hopp:, an architect, was the author of

(1770-1831), a novel entitled Anastatius or

The Memoirs of a Modem
Greek, and essays on Archi-

tecture and Household Furni-

ture.

Rev. George Crabbe, wrote The Library, Tales of

(i 754-1832), the Hall, and other narrative

poems.

vSiR "Walter Scott, was the prince of novelists, and

(i 771-1832), the author of numerous ro-

mantic poems and ballads; he

also contributed to the Edin-

burgh and Quarterly Reviews.
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Jkrkmv Bkntham, a barrister, wrote The Prin-

(1748- 1 83 2), ciples of Alorals and Legis-

lation, and other utilitarian

treatises.

Hannah Morp:,

(1745-1833),

was a writer of Sacred Dramas

and other popular works.

Samuel Taylor

coleridgk,

(1772-1834),

the son of a clergyman, be-

came a poet, a critic, and a

metaphysician ; his best works

being The Ancient Mariner,

Christahcl, and Aids to Re-

flection.

Charles Lamp.,

(1775-1834),

a clerk in the India Office, was

the author of Essays of Etia,

a clever series of humorous

sketches, and Tales from

Shakespeare.

WiLLL'\M CoRi'.KTT, a sclf-cducatcd farmer, was the

(i 762-1835), editor of The Weekly Register,

a domestic journal, and the

author of some educational

and political publications.
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James Hogg, known as the Ettrick Shepherd,

(i 772-1835), was the author of several col-

lections of songs and ballads,

of which the finest are The

Queen's JVake and The Sky-

lark.

Mrs. Hemans,

(i793-i835)>

wrote Songs of tlie Affections,

lays of Many Lands, and

various miscellaneous poems.

Jaivies Mill, was educated for the Scotch

(1773-1836), Kirk, but preferred literature.

He wrote a History of British

India, and several works on

political economy and philo-

sophical subjects.

l. e. landon,

(Mrs. M'Lean),

• (1802-1839),

contributed poetry to several

periodicals. She also wrote

The Fate of Adelaide a Swiss

tale, and three novels.
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Fanny Burney, waiting woman to Queen Char-

(Madamk D'Arblay), lotte, wrote Evelina and some

(1752-1840), other clever novels. She has

also recorded her experience

at Court in her Diary and

Letters.

Theodore Hook, an Oxford graduate, could

(i 788-1841), improvise on any subject, and

was the author o{ Jack Brag,

Maxivell, and other novels,

besides numerous satirical

and humorous essays and

sketches.

Allan of humble origin, wrote novels,

Cunningham, poems, a drama, biographies,

(i 784-1 842), and numerous Scottish songs

and ballads.

Rev. Thomas head-master of Rugby School,

Arnold, wrote a History of Rorne, and

(17 95-1842), • Lectures on Modern History.
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/ Robert Southey, poet-laureate, was the author

(i 774-1843), of Thalaba, The Curse of

Ke/ia/na, and other poems, T/ie

Doctor, numerous translations

from Spanish and Portuguese

writers, and several biogra-

phies, ; he also contributed to

the Quarterly Review.

Thomas Campbell, son of a merchant, established

( 1 7 7 7- 1 844), his fame as a poet by his Pleas-

tires ofHope., and wrote several

other poems of considerable

merit.

Rev. Richard was the author of J7/f//;^W^.f/{r

Barha]m, Legends.! a series of humorous

( 1 780-1845), tales in verse.

Thomas Hood, son of a bookseller, wrote The

( 1 799-1 S45), Bridge of Sighs, Eugene Aram,

The Song of a Shirt, and many

other pathetic and humorous

poems ; he also edited a

Coi7iicAnnual, and contributed

. to several magazines.
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Lady Nairnk, was the authoress of Caller

(1766- 1 845), IIerrin\ The laird ofCockpen,

lays from Sfrathear/i, and

other {)()pukir lyrical poetry.

Isaac D'Israei.i, son of a retired merchant,

(i 766-1848), wrote The Curiosities oflitera-

ture, and other works on the

same subject.

Maria Edgewokth, the daughter of a mechanical

(1767-1849), engineer, was the authoress of

Belinda, and many other ad-

mirable tales of Irish life.

Countess ok wrote her Conversations with

Blessington, Byron, and several novels,

(i 789-1849), travels, sketches, and memoirs.

Hartley Coleridge, an Oxford .scholar, contributed

( 1 796-1 849), to Blachvoodand other maga-

zines ; he also wrote The

lives of Northern Worthies,

and The life of Massinger,

a dramatist.
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Captain Marryat, R.N., wrote Midshipmau Easy,

(i 797-1849), Peter Simple, Jacob Faithful,

and many other naval novels.

William poet-laureate, was the author of

Wordsworth, The Excursion, and numerous

(1770-1850), other poems of great beauty.

Lord Jeffrey, a Scotch judge, was the first

(17 73-1 850), editor of the Edinburgh Re-

view, and wrote several clever

critical essays.

Joanna Baillie, the daughter of a Presby-

(i 762-1851), terian minister, wrote a series

of Plays on the Passions, and

some miscellaneous poetry.

Dr. John Lingard, of humble origin, wrote a

(1771-1851), lucid and impartial History

of England, and some theo-

logical treatises.

Thomas Moore, educated for the law, was the

( 1 7 7 9- 1 8 5 2 ), author of Irish Melodies, Lalla

Rookh, and many other works.
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Amelia Opie, wrote Tales of Real Life, and

(i 769-1853), some poems.

James Montgomery, of humble origin, wrote The

(1771-1854), // a/iderer in Switzerland, and

other descriptive and mis-

cellaneous j)oetry.

John Wilson, a Scotch advocate, contributed

(Christopher North), Nodes Ambrosiamv to Black-

(i 785-1854), wood's Mai^azine, and wrote

several tales and essays.

Samuel Rogers, a banker, wrote The Pleasures

(i 763-1855), of Memory, and other poems.

Charlotte Bronte, a clergyman's daughter, wrote

(CuRRER Bell), Jane Eyre, a work of great

(18 16-1855), genius, and several other

novels.

Sir \\'illl\m a celebrated Scolch mela-

Hamilton, physician, contributed to the

(i 791-1856), Edin/>nr^h Revieiv, and wrote

treatises on logic and mental

philosophy.
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Douglas Jkrrold, the son of a theatrical manager,

(1803- 1 85 7), was the author of Black-eyed

Susan and other plays, Mrs.

Caudle's Lectures, and numer-

ous other sparkling and sa-

tirical compositions. He was

also a journalist.

Henry Hallam, an Oxford graduate, was the

(i 777-1859), author of a Co7istitutionalHis-

tory ofEngland., and an Intro-

duction to the literature of

Europe., both of which evince

great industr)', acuteness, and

impartiality.

Lord Macaulay, wrote. The Lays 'of Ancient

( 1 800-1 859), Rome, a History of England,

and numerous other poems

and essays. He also con-

tributed to several periodicals,

and for brilliancy of style, and

elegant diction, holds the

highest rank among English

writers.
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J. H. Leigh Hunt, the son of a solicitor, was a

(i 784-1859), poet and essayist, the editor

of the Lo/idoH Journal, and

the author of various works

,
in ])rosL' and verse.

Thomas the son of a merchant, was

DE QuiNCEY, the author of Confessions of

(i 785-1859), a)i Opium Eater, and an

impassioned and critical writer

in several periodicals.

General Sh-; A\'ii.i,iam wrote a History of the Penin-

Napier, sular War, and otlur works

(1785-1S60), on India.

G. P. R. James, was the author of Rir/ie/ieu,

{ 1 801- 1 860), De Lome, and many other

liistorical romances.

Lord CA^H'lu•;l.I., Lord ("hanctllor, was the

{1781-1861), author of a series of T/ie

Lives of the Lord Chancellors,

and another of The Chief

Justices of E?i!^ia/ul.
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Mrs. Browning,

(1809-1861),

was the highl)'-educated and

talented authoress of Sera-

phim, Auroi'a Leig/i, and

several other poems.

Sir Francis wrote The Merchant and the

Palgrave, Friar, and other works, evinc-

(i 788-1861), ing antiquarian and medieval

knowledge and research.

J. Sheridan Knowles, an actor, produced The

( I 784-1862), Hunchback, Love Chase, and

some other plays.

William Makepeace the son of an Indian civil

Thackeray, servant, contributed to Punch

(1S11-1863), and .several magazines, and

earned great reputation as

the author of Vanity Fair,

Pendennis, and several other

novels, and as a lecturer on

Ejiglish Humourists, and

The Four Geo?-^es.
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Mrs. Troi.lopI':, was the authoress of Travels

(1779-1863), in America^ and numerous

novels.

RiCHAKD \\'ii.\Ti:i.v, Arehbishop of Dublin, wrote

(i 787-1863), several valuable works on

Los['tc and RJietoric.

Sir George a statesman, was the author

CoRNEWALi. Lewis, of numerous essays on science,

(1806-1863), history, and philosophy. He

also conducted the Ediit/ii/ri^h

Review.

Walter Savac.i-: having squandered his estate,

Landor, became an author, and wrote

(i 775-1864), Imagi/imy Conversations,

which are full of scholarship

and humour, as well as poems

and essays.

Ctiarij:s Went- a civil servant, became a well-

woKrii Dii.Ki:, known critics and journalist,

(1789-1864), and wrote essays on literary

history.
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Rev. John Keble, was the author of TJie Chris-

(1792-1865), tian Year., and several theo-

logical works.

Mrs. Gaskell,

(1822-1865),

the wife of a Unitarian

minister, wrote Mary Barton,

and other novels depicting

artisan life.

^VILLIAM AVTOUN,

(1813-1865),

a graduate of Edinburgh, was

the author of The Execution of

Montrose, Lays of the Scottish

Cavaliers, and several humor-

ous ballads. He also con-

tributed to Blackwood's Maga-

zine.

Rev. AY'illiam

Whewell,

{1794-1867),

\vas an eminent writer on

mathematics, science, philo-

sophy, and other subjects.

Michael Faraday, of humble origin, attained

(1791-1867), great eminence as a lecturer

and writer on Chemistry and

Electricity.
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Sir Akchii'.ald

Alison,

(1792-1S67),

devoted many years to the

compilation of A History of

Europe, which has a world-

wide popularity.

Henry Brougham, Lord Chancellor, achieved a

(i 778-1868), great reputation as an orator,

and was a contributor to the

Ediiiiu/rgh Revieiv, and the

author of several works on

theology, science, and meta-

physics.

Sir David Bri-avster, devoted his life to science,

(i 781-1868), and wrote numerous treatises

on Light and Optics.

Henry Hart Dean of St. Paul's, was the

Milman, author of Fazio, a tragedy,

( 1
791-1868), TJie Fall of Jerusalem, A

History of Latin Christianity,

and many other historical and

theological works.
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Samuel I.over,

(1797-1868),

originally a miniature painter,

was a celebrated Irish novelist

and song writer. Handy Andy.,

Rory O'More, and Mo/fy

Bawn, are some of his best

compositions.

William Carleton, of humble origin, wrote Traits

( 1 798-1869), and Stories of the Irish Peas-

antry, and other humorous

and pathetic tales.

Charles Dickens,

^ (1812-1870),

the son of a civil servant, was

the author of The Pickwick

Papers, a series of popular

novels, and several Christmas

Stories, chiefly delineating the

life of the masses. He was

also the editor of a periodical

entitled Household JJords.

Sir John Herschel, wrote many treatises on As

(1792-1871), tronomy, and other scientifi

subjects.
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Sir Rodkrick

murchison,

(1792-1871),

was I'rcsidcnt of the Ocot^ru-

phical Society, and the author

of several works on Geo/oifv.

George Grote, a banker, wrote a most

(1794-187 1 ), valuable Hisltiry of Greece,

and a number of political

pamphlets.

Augustus a Cambridge wrangler, was

DE Morgan, the author of a Treatise on

(1806 1871). the Differential and Integral

Calculus, and many other

mathematical works. He also

])ul)lished an amusing Budget

of ParadoAes.

Henry Aliord, Dean of Canterbury, wrote

( 1 8 1 o- J 8 7
1 ), The School of the Heart, and

other poems, and was an

eminent Greek scholar.

Rev. Frederick the son of a Unitarian

Denison M.\urice, minister, was the author of

( 1 806- 1872), Mental and Moral Philosophy,
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Rev. Frederick and several theological trea-

Denison Maurice, tises inculcating Broad Church

(1806-1872)

—

doctrines.

continued.

Charles James a physician, wrote Harry

Lever, Lo7-i-ei]uer, Charles O'Ma/ky,

(1806- 1 87 2), Jack Hinfon, and many other

brilliantly humorous Irish

novels.

Mrs. Somerville, was the authoress of The Con-

(1780- 1873), nexion of the Physical Sciences,

Physical Geography.^ and other

popular scientific works.

Charles Knight, the son of a bookseller, was

(i 791-1873), a Shakespearian commentator,

and the publisher of The Penny

Cyclopa'dia, and a variety of

cheap and instructive litera-

ture.

John Stuart Mill, M.P., was the author of

( 1 806-1 873), numerous works on Political

Econo7ny, with a strong demo-

cratic and agnostic bias.
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LoKU LvnoN, was a richly gifted and versa-

( 1 806-1 873), tile writer of plays, romances,

and novels. T)ie Lady of

Lyons and Money are his best

dramas, and Tlic Last Days of

/\)?npeii, Liicnzi, and The

I^i/gritns of the Rhine, his

most popular fictions.

Charles Shirlkv the son of an architect, was a

Brooks, journalist and play-writer, but

(1816-1874), is best known as a contributor

to J'li/ich.

Bryan Waller educated for the law, wrote

Procter, a number of miscellaneous

;]')ARRY Cornwall), poems, and several biogra-

(1787-1874), phies.

CoNNOF 'I'hiriavall, Bishop of St. David's, was an

(1797-1875), able literary and theological

writer, and an advocate for

religious toleration.
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Sir Charles Lyell, was the author of several

(i 797-1875), valuable works on Geology.

Lord Mahon, wrote A Histoiy of England,

(Earl Stanhope), A Life of Belisarius, and

(1805-1875), several essays and biographies.

Hon. Mrs. Norton, was a sentimental ballad

(Lady Stirling writer, and the authoress of

Maxwell), Stuart of Diin/eath, Lost and

(1808-18 7 5), Saved, and other novels.

Rev. Charles

KiNGSLEV,

(1819-1875),

wrote several poems, and was

the author of Alton Locke,

Yeast, and other novels,

evincing strong sympathy

with the working classes.

John Forster,

(1812-1876),

a barrister, was an eminent

journalist, and the biographer

of Goldsmith, Dickens, Swift,

and other men of note.
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HakriivT dcsrcndcd from ;i Huguenot

Martinkau, faniilw was iIk- authoress of

(1802-1876), Illustrations of Political Eco-

nomy, some Historical WorA-s

and Tra7'tis, and biographical

notices.

Samukl \Varrkn, a barrister, wrote Tin- Diary

(1807-1877), of a Late JV/ysician, Ten Thou-

sand a Year, and some otlier

sensational novels.

William Hepwortii a barrister, was the author of

Dixon, iVe^v America, Free Russia,

(1821-1879), The Switzers, and other his-

torical and biographical works.

Tom Taylor, a civil servant, wrote The

(1817-18S0), Ticket of Leave Man, Masks

and Faces, 'Twixt Axe and

Crown, and upwards of a

hundred other plays.
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George Eliot, was the autliorcss of Scenes of

(Mary Ann Evans). Clerical Life., several poems

(1820-1880), and essays, Ada?n Bede, Silas

Marner, Middlemarch, Daniel

De?'onda, and other novels,

all evincing rare genius and

knowledge of human nature.

Thomas Carlyle, the son of a Scotch mason,

( 1 795-1881), was a stern censor of the age

he lived in, a contributor to

several magazines, and the

author of Sartor Resarfus, A
History ofErederick the Great,

and many other historical and

philosophical works.

Benjamin D'Israeli, commenced his success as a

Earl of political novelist with Vivian

Beaconsfield, ,Grey, and crowned it with

(1804- 1 881), Endymion.

John Hill Burton, a barrister, wrote A History

(i8og-i88i), of S'otland, and on political

economy.
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Arthur Pknriivn Dean of NN'tsiniinstcr, was the

Stanley, author of Travels in Palestine,

( 1 815-1881), the Life of Dr. Arnold, and

other works.

Rev. Edward B. an Oxford professor, was a

Pu.SEY, contributor to Tracts for the

(1800-1882), Times, and the author of

numerous works advocating

Hitih Church doctrines.

William Harrison a journahst, wrote yc?r/l' Shep-

AiNSWORTH, herd. The Totver of London,

( 1 805-1 882), and some other popukir but

pernicious novels.

Charles Darwin, a graduate of Cambridge,

(1809-18S2), became famous as a naturaHst

and physiologist, and was the

author of The Ori^^in of the

Species, The Descent of Man,

and several scientific works.
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Anthony Trollope, a civil servant, will be remem-

(18 1 5-1883), bered as the author of Dr,

Thome, Framley Paisonage,

Barchester Towers, and many

other amusing novels, and

books of travel, and of his

own biography.

Robert and William the sons of a Scotch weaver,

Chambers, were the eminent publishers

(1802-187 1), of the Ediulnirgh Journal, A

( 1 800- 1 883), History of English Liferati/re,

and many educational works

of sreat merit.

Rev. George Poole, was the author of A History

(18 1 0-1883), ofEcclesiastical Architecture in

England, and other works.

John William Bishop of Natal, was the

CoLENSO, author of some useful Mathe-

(18 1
4-1 883), niatical works, and of Com-

mentaries on The Pentateuch
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John ^\'ll,l,l.\M and Jhwk of Joshua^ of great

CoLENSO, ability Init (|Ut.-stionablc or-

{1814 1883)— thodoxy.

continued.

William

Spottiswoodf.,

(1825-1883),

an Oxford scholar, and printer

to the Queen, wrote a treatise

on the Polarisation of Li^^/it,

and various works on philo-

sophy, astronomy, popular

education, and other subjects.

John Payne Collikr, a barrister, was a Shakes-

(1789-1883), pearian critic, and the author

of The J'octical Dccanwroii,

The Poefs J^ilgrima^^e, and

A Bibliographical Catalogue.

Henry Wadsworth No record of writers in the

Longfellow, English language would be

( 1 807-1 882), complete which did not in-

clude the author of Hyperion,

Kaiutnagh, The Song of Hia-
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Henry A\'adsworth watha, and many other works

Longfellow, which are as popular with

(1807-1882)

—

Enghsh readers as with his

contitiued. own countrymen in America,

and breathe a spirit of love

and purity unsurpassed in the

literature of any other nation,

either ancient or modern.

Dinah Marl^

MULOCK,

(1827-1887),

authoress of JoJui Halifax,

Gentleman, and several other

clever novels.

Mrs. Henry Wood, authoress of East Lynne, and

(182 1- 1 88 7), numerous other sensational

novels, which have attained

an aggregate sale of half-a-

million copies.

Matthew Arnold, professor of poetry at Oxford,

(182 2-1 888), and a writer on religious,

social, and educational sub-

jects.
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\\'ii,KiK Collins, a celebrated novelist ; author

( 1 824-1 889), o{ After Dai'k, A Woman in

White, No Name, and many

other works.

Imjza ('ook, authoress of The Ohi Arm

(1819-1889), Chair, and numerous other

poems and prose works in

various periodicals.

Ror.KKT Browning, a prolific writer of poetry, and

(1813-1890), the author of several plays.

Dion Eoucicault, a dramatist and actor ; author

(182 3- 1 890), of London Assurance, Co/ieen

Baivn, Arrah na Pogue, and

several other plays.

Lord Tennyson, the most distinguished of

(1809-1892), modern ]>ritish poets; was

api)ointed Poet Laureate in

1850. 77ie y'rineess and In

Memoriam are two of his

best known works.
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Walt Whitman,

(1819-1892),

an American, celebrated for

his unconventional poems, the

best being Leaves of Grass,

and Democratic Vistas.

James Anthony professor of modern history

Froudk, at Oxford ; author of numerous

(1818-1S94), works including a wide range

of literature.

Edmund Yates, an able critic, journalist, and

( 1 831-1894), novel wTiter, and the founder

of The JVor/d newspaper.

George Du Maurier, a celebrated contributor to

(1834 1896), Punch, and a book illustrator.

Harriet Beecher the famous American author-

Stowe, ess of Uncle Tom's Cabin,

(181 2-1896), and other works.

Mrs. Margaret

Oliphant,

(1828-1897),

a writer of novels and histories,

equally remarkable for their

high standard, and the amount

of work which she succeeded

in accomplishing.
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THE BIRD'S CO]\I]MENTS.

TiiL 'i'RAVKLLER who gazes, from an eminence, on

the bird's-eye view which it affords of a newly-visited

city or locality, is glad to have his attention directed

to the princijjal objects of interest in the somewhat

confusing expanse around him : and readers of the

foregoing Syno])sis will probably be better able to

retain its impression on their mental vision with the

aid of a few general observations upon some of the

chief ]Joints, concerning which it is intended to

create a desire for further information.

The gift of language enabled mankind, from the

earliest ages, to communicate their thoughts and ideas

to each other ; and, long before the invention of

writing, songs were composed b)- the bards or priests

in every civilised country, to be recited at their

religious ceremonies, or to kindle courage in l)attle.

These were orally handed down from generation

to generation, and formed the main source of all

subse(iuent historical records and other literature.
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It must also be remembered, in connection with

the rise and progress of English learning, that, for

centuries prior to the Christian era, intellectual culture

had attained its highest development in ancient

(jreece and Rome, and that from the writings of

the celebrated authors of those days,—whose works

were almost miraculously preserved during the dark

ages which followed the downfall of the Roman

Empire,—all that is most valuable in our secular

knowledge and literature, except a fuller acquaintance

with the laws of nature, has been derived.

The Angles are supposed to have brought with

them to Britain, in the fifth century, a composition

in praise of the deeds of their ancestors, called

" The Gleeman's Song," which, with two others,

entitled " The Battle of Finsburgh " and " The Tale

of Beowulf," were afterwards committed to writing,

and constitute the only specimens of their language

and poetry.

Caedmon was a native of Britain, and therefore

F
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heads the roll of Anglo - Saxon writers. Ik-de, and

several of his successors, wrote in Latin, because that

language was adojjted by thf monks as better suited

than the rude vernacular for literary purposes. King

Alfred, however, endeavoured to instruct his people

by means of translations ; but his example does not

seem to have been followed, the writers during the

next two centuries having chiefly devoted themselves

to historical annals and controversial theology. The

earliest dawn of romance was the engrafting into their

works, l)y Mapes and others, in the twelfth centur)',

of the Welsh legends relating to King Arthur. The

first work on luiglish law appeared soon afterwards,

and Roger Bacon's treatises on science and general

knowledge a century later. Satire and criticism

followed next, and the Anglo-Saxon language, which

was gradually changing into Norman-English, began

to be used more generally than Latin.

During the fourteenth century vice and misery were

depicted in allegorical pcx-try, and the spirit of inquiry

was stimulated by travels and philosophical disquisi-
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tions. Wycliffe's translation of the Bible helped, at

the same time, to enforce the doctrines of the religious

reformers, and Chaucer's poetr)' awakened an interest

in human character and daily life.

The wars of the Roses caused a decadence of

literature during the fifteenth century ; but a revival

ensued, and translations from the ancient classics, as

well as sonnets and love songs imitated from Italian

poetry, considerably expanded the range of thought,

and imparted a more elegant tone to the language.

Miracle plays representing scriptural events, which

had been originated soon after the introduction of

Christianity, were superseded by comedies and

tragedies, and romances in verse and prose became

popular.

In the sixteenth century the diffusion of knowledge

by means of the printing-press, the discovery of new

countries, and the spread of the Reformation, all

tended to kindle imagination, and to enlarge the

intellectual ideas of the nation generally. The Eliza-
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bethan dramas, culminating with those of Shakespeare,

have never been excelled in their grandeur and

variety, their perfect delineations of human nature,

their wealth of incident, or their exuberance of wit.

The poetry of the period also, whether descriptive,

satirical, or humorous, bore the impress of developed

power and refmement ; while the prose compositions,

in almost every branch of learning, attained a depth

of tone, and a classic grace of style, which have served

as models to many subsecjuent writers. Lord Bacon

rivalled his earlier namesake in his j)hilosophical and

scientific attainments, and Spenser's pastoral and alle-

gorical poems were succeeded by those of Milton.

The civil war in the seventeenth century again

almost silenced the voice of literature, with the

exception of political treatises, and Puritanical rule

suppressed the drama. In the reaction that followed

the Restoration, a new style, borrowed from the

I'Vench. which was characterised by degrading coarse-

ness and scofllng ridicule. pre\ailed for a time.
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During the first half of the eighteenth century,

which is known as the English " Augustan " age, the

poetical compositions, although perfect in metre, were

deficient in passion and grace. The style of the chief

prose writers, however, was simple and vigorous. In

the next generation several of the noblest specimens

of English writing were produced, and the poetry

became more fervid and natural. Works of fiction

took the place of tragedies and comedies, while

history, science, and philosophy were more generally

studied and popularised. The newspaper press and

periodical criticism became, from this time, powerful

influences in guiding public opinion, and satire the

keenest weapon for assailing the vices both of the

rich and poor.

The stirring incidents of the first French Revolution

gave birth to an entirely new development of mental

activity, which is still perceptible in the greater free-

dom of thought, and in the widened scope of the

literature of the nineteenth century. More practical

than that of any preceding age, it at the same time
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indicates an intellectual energy, and (excepting the

effusions of sensational novelists) a moral pureness,

which should earn for the writers of the \'ictorian

era, including many who are still living, an enduring

fame in the estimation of posterity.
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