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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

The influence which the different sentiments of men, in matters of religion,

have, for the most part, on their temper and behaviour towards one another,

affords very little ground to expect that any attempt to explain or defend the

most important doctrines of Christianity, should not be treated with dislike and

opposition by some, how much soever it may afford matter of conviction to

others. This consideration would have put a stop to my pen, and thereby

saved me a great deal of fatigue, in preparing and publishing the following

sheets, had it not been overbalanced by what I cannot, at present, think any

other than a sense of duty, irt compliance with the call of providence. I

heartily wish there were no occasion to vindicate some of the great doctrines

of the gospel, which are now from misrepresentation less generally received

than in the last age, as though the method in which they have been explained

led to licentiousness, and the doctrines themselves, especially those of election,

particular redemption, efficacious grace, and some others which depend upon
them, were inconsistent with the moral perfections of the Divine nature.

These are now traduced by many, as though they were new and strange doc-

trines, not founded on scrij)ture, nor to be maintained by any just methods of

reasoning deduced from it ; or as if the duties of practical religion could not

be inculcated consistently therewith. If this insinuation were true, our preach-

ing would be vain, our hope also vain, and we should be found false witnesses

for God, and have no solid ground whereon to set our feet,—which would be

a most tremendous thought. And if this be not sufficient to justify my pre-

sent undertaking, I have nothing to allege of equal weight.

I must confess, that when, about two years since, I took the first step for

setting this design on foot, by consenting that proposals should be printed, I

reckoned it little other than an expedient to disengage myself from any farther

thoughts, and my friends from any expectation of it ; which I could not well

do, but by having a proof of the backwardness of persons to encourage, by
subscription, a work which would be so very expensive to the undertakers.

But the design being countenanced beyond what I could have imagined, and
copies subscribed for with more expedition than is usual, I was laid under an
obligation immediately to prepare my notes for the press, and set forward the

work, which, through the Divine goodness, has been thus far carried on ; and
I cannot but take occasion to express my grateful acknowledgment of the re-

spect that has been shown me, by those whp have encouraged this undertak-

ing. If it answer their expectation, and subserve their spiritual advantage, I

shall count my labour well employed, and humbly offer the glory thereof, as a
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tribute due to God, whose interest is the only thing that demands all our time,

strength, and abilities. If I may but have a testimony from him that I have
spoken nothing concerning him that is dishonouring to his name, unbecoming
his perfections, or has a tendency to lead his people out of the right way to

the glorifying and enjoying of him, my end is fully answered. Whatever
weakness I have discovered arising from my being unequal to tlie greatness of

the subjects discussed, I hope to be forgiven by God, whose cause I have en-

deavoured to maintain, and to be excused by men, as I may truly say, I have
not offered, to either him or them, what cost me nothing. I have, as far as I

am able, adapted my method of reasoning to the capacities of those who are

unacquainted with several abstruse and uncommon words and phrases which
have been often used by some who have treated these subjects, and which have
a tendency rather to perplex than to improve the minds of men. Terms of

art, as they are sometimes called, or hard words, used by metaphysicians and
schoolmen, have done little service to the cause of Christ.

If I have explained any doctrine, or given the sense of any scripture, in a
way somewhat different from what is commonly received, I have never done it

out of the least affectation of singularity, or taken pleasure in going out of the

beaten path ; but have had as great a regard to the footsteps of the flock, as is

consistent with that liberty of thinking and reasoning which we are allowed to

use, who conclude nothing to be an infallible rule of faith, but the inspired

writings.

As to what I have advanced concerning the eternal generation of the Son,
and the procession of the Holy Ghost, I have thought myself obliged to recede
from some common modes of explication, which have been used, both by ancient

and modern writers, in discussing these mysterious doctrines, and which, if duly
weighed, will probably appear not to have done any great service to the cause
which, with convincing evidence, they have maintained. It is obvious that

these modes of explication are what has principally given occasion to some
modern Arians to till the margins of their books with quotations from the writ-

ings of others, whom they have either, without ground, pretended to be on
their side of the question, or charged with plucking down with one hand what
they have built up with the other. Whether my method of explaining these

doctrines be reckoned just, or not, I cannot but persuade myself, that what I

have said concerning the subordination of the Son and the Holy Ghost, if it

be considered in any other view than as an explication of the Sonship a.id the
procession, will not be reckoned a deviating from the common. faith of those
who have defended the doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity. And if it be an
error to maintain that these Divine Persons, as well as the Father, are inde-
pendent, as to their personality, as well as their essence, or to assert that the
manner of their having the Divine essence, as some express it, is independent,
as well as the essence itself, then what I have delivered on that subject is to

no purpose ; and when convinced of this. J snail readily acknowledge my mis-
take, and count it an happiness to be undeceived.

As to what respects the decrees of God, and more particularly those that
relate to angels and men,—his providence, as conversant about sinful actions,

—and the origin of moral evil, 1 have endeavoured to account for them in such
a way, as, I trust, does not, in the least, infer God to be the author of sin

;

nor have I, in any instance, represented God as punishing sin, or determining
to do it, out of his mere sovereignty, as though he designed to render his crea-
tures miserable, without considering them as contracting guilt, and thereby
originating their own misery. And in discussing the freeness of divine grace,
and the Covenant of Grace, as made with Christ, and, in him, with the elect,

and maintaining the absoluteness of grace, and its independence of the will of
man to become effectual to salvation, i have suid as much as is necessary con-
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cerning the conditionalify of our claim to the blossliig^s of the covenant, and
the inseparable connection that there is between practical reliofion and salva-

tion, and thus have defended the doctrine at^ainst the charge which is often

brought against it, that it leads to licentiousness.

I could not omit to make this prefatory statement, that the reader might not
entertain groundless prejudices against some of the doctrines discussed, before

he duly weighs the method in which they are handled, or considers whether
my defence of them against the popular objections be just or not. Some, it

may be, will see reason to conclude that my defence of them is just ; and
others, who think that there are many unsurmountable difficulties to our view
of them, may be convinced that there are difficulties of another nature as great,

if not greater, attending the opposite scheme, which they themselves maintain.
But this I rather choose to submit to the impartial judgment of those who are

not disposed to condemn a doctrine, without desiring to know what may be
said in its defence.

As to what concerns the work in general, it may be observed, that when I

have occasion to illustrate an argument by making use of any criticism that

may bear upon it, or to ^ive the sense of ancient writers, either for or against
what I have laid down, I have inserted my remarks in the margin, that they
might not appear to be a digression, or break the thread of the discourse. I

have also quoted at length most of the scriptures referred to in the margin, so

that the words which are brought to prove or illustrate any particular head of

doctrine, are connected with the discussion of it in one continued writing, and
several repetitions of the same words thereby avoided.*

The work is large, but the vast variety of subjects will render it more
tolerable. The form in which it appears is somewhat different from that in

which it was first delivered, in a public audience, though that may probably
be no disadvantage to it, especially since it is rather designed to be read in

families than committed to memory, and repeated by different persons, as it

has been. The plainness of the style may contribute to its usefulness ; and
its being less embarrassed with scholastic terms than some controversial writ-

ings are, may render it more intelligible to private Christians, whose instruc-

tion and advantage are designed thereby. It would be too great a vanity to

expect that it should pass through the world without that censure which is

common to all attempts of the like nature ; since men's sentiments in divinity

differ as much as their faces, and some are not disposed to weigh those argu-
ments that are brought to support any scheme of doctrine, which differs from
what they have before received. However, the work comes forth with this

advantage, that it has already conflicted with some of the difficulties it is likely

to meet with, as well as been favoured with some success ; and, therefore, the
event hereof is left in his hand whose cause and truth are endeavoured to be
maintained.

1 have nothing farther to trouble the reader with in this preface ; but would
only request, that, what thoughts soever he may entertain concerning the way
in whicli 1 have endeavoured to state and defend some great and important
truths, he would search the scriptures, and explain them agreeably to the
Divine perfections, and not think the worse of the gospel on account of the
weak efforts of fallible men who use their best endeavours to defend it. If we
had not a surer rule of faith, than the methods of human reasoning, religion

would be a matter of great uncertainty, and we should be in danger of being
' tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.' But our
best security against this, will be our having hearts ' established with grace/

[* Three sentences which refer to the mere indexing of the first edition are here omitted ; luid
those which form the next paragraph, are transposed from the end of the ' Introduction.' Ed. J

6
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and rightly disposed to make a practical improvement of what we learn ; and,

if we are enabled to follow on to know the Lord with minds free from preju-

dice, and if, under a due sense of our own weakness, we humbly present our

supplications to Him who is ' able to make us wise to salvation,' we may then

hope to attain to that knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, which shall be

attended with peace and comfort here, and crowned with blessedness and glory

hereafter.

May the great God, in whose hand are the life and usefulness of all nit'ii,

honour with his blessing what is humbly offered to his service, so far as it is

adapted to it, and approved of by him, that hereby it may be conducive to tlie

spiritual advantage of professing families, and the rising generation.



THE EDITOR'S PREFACE,

Dr. Ridgeley's Body of Divinity, if viewed, not in any one point of light,

but in all its aspects, will, probably, be pronounced the best book of its class.

In criticism, in erudition, in polemical tact, in rhetorical beauty, or in some
other solitary excellence, it has, no doubt, been surpassed ; but, in the aggre-

gate properties of a luminous and well-adjusted summary of didactic and con-

troversial theology, it has lived through upwards of a century without meeting
its equal. No book in the English language, or, so far as I know, in any
other, will serve so efficiently the purposes of a daily companion to a reflecting

Christian in his inquiries into Divine truth, or a guide to a candidate for the

Christian ministry in introducing him to his theological studies. Its parts are

in their due proportion, and its properties in their due degree. Subjects great

and small are not set up in niches of equal space, but extended or compressed
according to their relative magnitude in the system of Divine truth ; nor are

they treated agreeably to the scope they afford for displaying the writer's ac-

quirements and powers, and gratifying a popular taste for eloquence or a popu-
lar admiration of scholarship, but discussed with entire reference to their own
intrinsic claims upon both the writer's care and the reader's attention. Dr.
Ridgeley has, on almost every topic which he touches, the happy but rare art

of knowing when he has said enough ; and never, even when drawn, in justice

to his subject, into extended dissertation, does he appear to forget that his

work demands due space for the whole circle of revealed truths. He is not
tempted, by love of declamation or of oratorical flourish, to write a sermon in-

stead of a disquisition ; nor by keenness of controversial spirit, to write long
and arduously when an opponent is in the field, and not to write at all when
no opponent, or but an insignificant one, appears ; nor by attachment to a
party, or fondness for denominational peculiarities, to wiite munificently in

favour of his sect, and write like a niggard when the interests of his sect are

out of view; nor by aptitude for abstract thinking, or critical aiialysis, or display

of erudition, to array some topics in the glitter and gorgeousness of" metaphy-
sics and bibliographical scholarship, and either to append to minor or plain

topics some trappings of learnedness, or to pass them undiscussed. His Body
of Divinity is eminently distinguished by sound sense. We look in vain

throughout its pages for any indications of the pedant, the bibliographe, the

theorist, or the declaimer, and see only the labours of a sober, judicious divine.

But the prime excellence of Dr. Ridgeley's work is its simply evangelical

character. He is, in all respects, what, in current phrase, is called a modern or

moderate Calvinist ; yet he calls no man on earth master, but draws his senii-
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merits directly from the word of God. Though he uses the Assembly's Larger

Catechism to o^ive method and proportion to his prelections, he studies to ex-

plain, not any system of man, not Divine truth as moulded and superscribed

by any human school of theolot^y, but the doctrines of revelation simply as

they present themselves in the sacred page. His book is not a tard^, long, and
laboriously filled with drainings from the roofs of human dwellings ; but, in a

great degree, the pure and pebbly strand conveying living water, limpid as it

flows from the fountain of truth. He thinks on most subjects for himself, tak-

ing only the word of God for his guide ; and is far from being a slave to the

authority of great names among men, or to the influence of phraseology, which,

though not found in the R'bie, ^-njoy* a p''e>^':'r'pfi'/'^ repot'i*'on of being ortho-

dox. His general piactice is to biing e^try mode of expression, no matter how
generally sanctioned, to the test of scripture; and, though he brings out essen-

tially the same results, or propounds radically the same doctrines, as are meant
to be taught by language which he discards, he exhibits them with superior

clearness and simplicity, and commends them with superior effect to the un-

derstanding and the heart. He is strongly averse, in particular, to the bewil-

dering refinements, the multitudinous distinctions, and the complex and meta-

physical expositions of the scholastic theology. In some instances, when he
conceives them to have seriously obscured the truth or sanctioned error, he
carefully analyzes them, and exposes their tendency ; in other instances, when
he feels them to be merely an encumbrance, he silently throws them aside, and
exhibits his topics through the lucid medium of simple scriptural illustration

;

and, in general, he strives to write as if Aristotle's dialectics had never been

enthroned in schools of theology, and the philosophy of the heathens never

empowered to communicate its aspirings and its diction to ministers of the

Christian faith. His work, as a whole, is, in consequence, remarkable for its

combination of the most grave discussion and profound reasoning, with great

clearness of conception and simplicity of statement ; and it not unfrequentiy

makes a difficult or an abstruse subject easy of comprehension to an untutored

mind, when a work written in the scholastic manner would make a plain or

obvious one nearly unintelligible.

In its original form, however, Dr. Ridgeley's Body of Divinity is marred by
several important blemishes. " His fitness for the office of theological tutor,'

say Drs. Bogue and Bennet, in their History of Dissenters, " may be safely

inferred from the lectures to his students, published in two folio volumes, com-
posing a Body of Divinity. That they display soundness of judgment, exten-

sive learning, and an intimate acquaintance with the sacred oracles, every im-
partial reader will allow. That he was a Calvinist, when we have mentioned
his connexions, needs scarcely be told ; but he differs, in several instances,

from their commonly received opinions, and discovers a freedom of thought
which shows a man determined to explain the scriptures for himself. Had his

style hut possessed neatness, elegance, and force, what additional value it

would have imparted to his ample treasures of sacred truth!"* His style

is certainly extremely rugged. Had it but possessed a moderate polish,

or had it even been free from great roughness and positive opacity, his

book could scarcely have failed to command a lasting and most extensive

popularity. But he offends readers of almost every class by his inelegan-

cies, calls off their attention from his subject by his solecisms and gramma-
tical inaccuracies, and not unfrequentiy perplexes or stultifies them by his

ambiguities. One object of the present edition is to free his work from these

defects. Every literary person—especially if he have had a little practice in

preparing compositions by various writers for the press—is aware to what a

• * Vol. iii. pp. 282, 283.
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great extent verbal alterations may be made upon an author, without, in the

slightest degree, modifying his meaning, and even without perceptibly affect-

ing his characteristic manner. To modernize an antiquated composition,

or to beautify a vulgar one, is a very different process from pruning one,

essentially correct and vigorous, of expressions which offend the taste or per-

plex the understanding. Dr. Ridgeley's style, exceedingly faulty though it

was, required, in the Editor's judgment, no more than to be treed from its

minor blemishes, and especially from its ambiguities, in order to appear, what

Drs. Bogue and Bennet desiderate, " neat, elegant, and forcible." Nor has

the Editor, in his attempts to improve it, made one-third the number of verbal

alterations which, in the estimation of competent judges, might have fully

comported with the preservation of its identity or distinctive character. He has

substituted approved words for vulgar or obsolete ones ; he has transposed ad-

verbs and clauses so as to bring them into due collocation with the words which

they qualify ; he has repeated a nominative when it stood too far in the dis-

tance to be identified with a personal pronoun ; he has broken up into conse-

cutive order clusters of antecedents and relatives so hung together as to appear

an undistinguishable mass ; he has erased or altered expletives, lopped off re-

dundancies, supplied obscure ellipses, and endeavoured to introduce a luminous

punctuation ; but, after all, he has not interfered with the author's manner, but

has only removed impediments to his being understood,—labouring to improve,

not his elegance, nor what is rhetorically termed style, but simply his perspi-

cuity. The Editor may state, too, that, in his verbal alterations and trans-

positions, he has faithfully and sedulously guarded against interfering, in the

remotest degree, with any sentiment of the author, or even with a perceptible

shading of the most subordinate idea. Frequently, in dealing with Dr.

Ridgeley's multitudinous and very serious ambiguities, he read passages several

times, repeatedly examined them in their contextual connexion, and even, in

some instances, compared them with parallel or kindred passages in other parts

of the work, before he allowed himself to be quite assured as to the precise

ideas which were meant to be expressed ; and whenever he did not obtain en-

tire conviction, or whenever the least ground remained for doubt that persons

of different views might contend for different meanings, he chose—especially

as the aggregate number of such cases was very small-—rather to let the am-

biguities remain, than to incur even a remote risk of altering the sense, or

shake the confidence of the most fastidious reader in the integrity of the work.

Another blemish in former editions of Dr. Ridgeley's Body of Divinity, was

numerousness and intricacy of methodical divisions. He derived this peculiar-

ity, indeed, from the custom of his age ; but, probably, carried it a much
greater length than any contemporary writer. Divisions, redivisions, subdivi-

sions, and re-subdivisions sometimes expanded like so many concentric circles,

and revolved before the eye each in its series of distinctive marks and figures,

till tbey became as unmeaning and confounding to the reader, as the mazy
movements of a complex machine are to a man ignorant of mechanics. So in-

tricate, in fact, were the subdivisions, that some of them appear to have per-

plexed even the author, or at least to have escaped from their due place, when
he was reading his proof sheets ; for, in the original edition of his work

—

which has been throughout emj)loyed in preparing the present edition—they,

in some instances, are confounded with one another, or appear with inappro-

priate marks. Considerable care was requisite so to remove this heavy and

compact scaffolding, as not to deface the edifice which it was employed to con-

struct. By various devices, however, such as the introduction ot sectional titles

to the separable parts of a dissertation, and the substitution of particles of

marked transition for a rapid series of minor figures, the Editor hopes that,

without really altering Dr. Ridgeley's methodical arrangements, he has so
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simplified them as to render luminous what was obscure, and obvious what was
bewildering.

But the chief defect of Dr. Ridgeley—at least in the estimation of plain

Christians, who wish to see truth only in the simple garb of scriptural state-

ment, and have no taste for the meritricious adornings of false philosophy—is

his having failed to carry out to its due limits his own important and distin-

guishing principle of bringing fully to the test the distinctions and refinements

of the scholastic theologians. " I have, as far as lam able," he says, " adapted

my method of reasoning to the capacities of those who are unacquainted with

several abstruse and uncommon words and phrases which have been often used

by some who have treated these subjects, and which have a tendency rather to

perplex than to improve the minds of men. Terms of art, as they are some~

times called, or hard words used by metaphysicians and schoolmen, have done

little service to the cause of Christ" In his repelling scholasticism, and writ-

ing as if the Christian faith had never been arrayed in the trappings of heathen

philosophy, he certainly shot far a-head of his age, and stamped upon his Body
of Divinity a value which could not have belonged to it had it been written,-

like almost every book of its class, in a technical and metaphysical manner

;

yet, on several very important doctrines, as well as on numerous subordinate

topics, he retains, either altogether or to a considerable degree, distinctions and
systematic phrases coined by scholastic or philosophizing divines out of the

base metal of Aristotle's dialectics, which, however current or however pro-

scriptively orthodox, do not bear the superscription of heaven, and cannot add
to the wealth of a man who desires to know Divine truth just as it is taught in

the Bible. In some instances, he appears not to have detected the purely

scholastic origin of refinements which long and general currency seemed to

have sanctioned as unquestionably scriptural ; and, in other instances, while

not unaware of the utter absence of Divine sanction, he is prevailed upon by
courtesy, or by amiable but undue deference to prevailing opinion, to invent

plausible interpretations of phrases and dogmas which, when severely or even

slightly tested by appeal to the word of God, are entirely indefensible. Though
he excels other writers of Bodies of Divinity in freedom from the trappings of

system and technicality and metaphysics, he still wears, if not the full unitorm,

at least the badge and the collar of scholasticism. Bold, on many points, to

think for himself, and to study and write only in the light of scripture ; he is,

notwithstanding, timid or blindfold on others, and shrinks from the singularity

of being the first to break every bond of connection between the theology oi

the Bible, and the heathenized theology of the Middle ages. Had he kept

steadily in view his own prefatorial declaration, that " terms of art or hard

words used by metaphysicians and schoolmen have done little service to the

cause of Christ," and had he been less complaisantly desirous not to ruffle the

equanimity of his systematic and philosophizing theological contemporaries,

he could hardly, with his fine taste for the simplicity of heavenly truth, and his

intimate acquanitance with the sacred oracles, and his exquisite skill in making
an evangelical doctrine appear tenfold more luminous when viewed apart from

technical definitions, have failed to roll away from before the doctrines of grace

or of modern Calvinism those fogs which have long bewildered disciples, and

prevented the friendly approach of opponents. Seeing, as he does, how un-

warrantable it is to apply technical distinctions to the doctrine of the Trinity,

or to speak of faith as the condition of justification, he needed but a further

exercise of his spirit of humble but faithful scrutiny, in order to see the equai

nnwarrantubleness of applying technical distinctions to the everlasting purposes

of the Divine mind, or to speak of the economy established with Adam as a

covenant, of the various kinds and actings of faitii, or of vowing and covenant-

ing as part of the right ol)servance of the eucharist.
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The Editor, it will be seen, has appended about one hundred Notes—some
of the length of essays or short dissertations— to various parts of Dr. Ridge-

ley's work. Most of these are intended, like the best and most distinctive parts

of the work itself, to exhibit simply in the light of scripture, truths which are

usually seen in the flickering glare of the schoolmen's flambeaux. Such read-

ers as are partial to the scholastic theology, and never think a doctrine soundly

stated except when dressed out in scholastic phrases and distinctions, will, of

course, think the Editor's labour worse than thrown away. These, however,

are not the persons who are likely to have a taste for Ridgeley in any form ;

—

though, should any of them look into the present edition, they may be reminded

that, in the conviction of men who look at doctrines without peering through

a human medium, to exhibit the economy established with Adam as, not a

covenant, but a sovereign institution of the Divine will, and faith as, not of

various kinds, but various only in its objects, is not to deny the doctrines of

original sin and of faith being a divine and sovereign grace, but to place these

doctrines in the strongest because the simplest light, and to recommend them
with the most forcible because purely scriptural evidence. Men who are at-

tached to current extra-scriptural phrases, or who love to see a doctrine as

complex, and profound, and prolific of distinctions as ingenuity can make it,

are not likely, in the first instance at least, to relish either Dr. Ridgeley or

his Editor ; yet the moment they begin to see how much more beautiful a

truth is when displayed in its own simplicity, than when disfigured by techni-

cal adornings, they will feel an incipient regret that Dr. Ridgeley's scrutiniz-

ing spirit did not circulate through every limb of his Body of Divinity, and,

probably, may regard the present edition, with its appendage of Notes, ^as

alive and energetic from core to extremity.

In w riting ts^otes, whose object was not to discard scholastic refinements, the

Editor's motives were various. In some instances, he presumed—very fool-

ishly perhaps—to give fulness to an incomplete statement ; in others, he sup-

plied thoughts which the condition of science or of biblical criticism in Dr.
Ridgeley's days did not enable him to possess ; in others, he attempted, in

brief space, to furnish an outline of definition and argument on topics which
Dr. Ridgeley had omitted to notice ; in others, he submitted views of impor-

tant texts of scripture which he conceived more consonant with the context

and with evangelical principles than those generally entertained ; and in one
instance—strangely enough—he saw Dr. Ridgeley, as he believed, mistaking that

for a scholastic invention which is a fact stated by revelation, and felt himself

incited humbly and reverentially to attempt to show, that, while " the eternal

generation" of the Word and the modus of the Divine subsistence are mat-
ters on which the scriptures maintain silence, the fact of our Lord's divine

Sonship, or of 'the Son of God' being strictly a Divine title, is an obvious
and important part of a Christian's faith. Respecting the propriety, or even
tlie doctrinal truth, of not a few of his Notes, conflicting opinions may proba-

bly be entertained. He has tried, how-ever,—after the example of the eminent
Author whom he has presumed to annotate,—not to write in slavish subservi-

ency to prevailing habits of phraseology, but, even at the hazard of being

thought rash and unskilful, to carry reputed beauties in theological language
from under the dim light of the taper, to seat them under the solar effulgence

which beams from the page of revelation, and to invite attention to the claims

which, as seen there, they have upon a Christian's admiration. His Notes, as

nearly as he could judge and perform, have been constructed in keeping with
the spirit and manner of the work which they accompany. He once thought
of appending to Dr. Ridgeley's discussion of each doctrine directions as to the

best writers, on both sides of the question, who might be read in order to at-

tain a full acquaintance with the subject ; but he was deterred both by the
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unpretending yet really effective style of Dr. Ridgeley's own bibliographical

hints, and by the alternative of either furnishing a dry and almost useless cata-

logue of names and titles, or attempting such formal critiques as, no matter

how condensed, would have amounted in the aggregate to a miniature

Bibliotheca.

The Editor feels, with shame, that he has said enough, far more than

enough, respecting his own dwarfish labours, and by no means any thing like

enough respecting the gigantic toils of his Author. Yet as his claims to no-

tice are, strictly speaking, those of the present edition of Dr. Ridgeley, and not

those of the Editor, he may be allowed to add, that, besides the improvements

which have been already mentioned, " the Body of Divinity" is now, for the

first time, enriched with a biographical sketch of its distinguished Author,

—

that it is accompanied with copious, general tables of contents, adapted to the

sectional divisions which have been introduced,—and that, though the additions

to the work, in the form of Notes, Index, Sketch, and otherwise, would amount,

in the usual style of publishing, to a considerable duodecimo, the preparation

of them has not occasioned more than one-third of the labour which has been

expended on achieving results, which will not meet the reader's eye,—the cor-

rection of language and punctuation, and the simplifying of the forms or an-

nouncements of methodical arrangement. He may now leave the Publishers

to speak, in addition, of a clearer type, a better paper, and a lower price than

in former editions. In conclusion, he fervently and humbly expresses a desire

that He who leads Joseph like a flock, may bless the work as an instrument

both of bringing the lambs to be carried in his bosom, and of ' gently leading

those which are with young;' of imparting elementary saving knowledge to

youthful inquirers, and of guiding matured Christians and candidates for the

pastoral office into a course of scriptural, devout, studious, theological inves-

tigation.
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Thomas Ridgeley was born in London about the year 1667. He appears

to have had his desires early turned to the office of the Christian ministry ; and,

at a proper age, entered a private seminary in Wiltshire, where he enjoyed a

suitable training-. After finishing his academical course he returned to Lon-
don ; and, in 1695, was chosen assistant to the Rev. Thomas Gouge, the pas-

tor of an Independent church, now extinct, which met at the Three Cranes,

near Thames-street. In 1697, the church was thrown into confusion, partly

by some imprudent language of a preacher who delivered a weekly lecture in

their place of worship, and partly by a dispute between them and Mr. Gouge
respecting a person who was proposed for fellowship. They, in consequence,

lost several of their members, and sank into a diminished and low condition.

Mr. Gouge, worn by unremitting application to study, and agitated by care

and vexation, fell under a train of disorders, which, on the 8th of January,

1699-70, terminated in his death. Mr. Ridgeley now succeeded to the pas-

toral charge of the church, and to the arduous duty of repairing the disasters

which had been laying it waste. Though, probably, not what is usually

styled a popular preacher, and though certainly defective in those graces of

diction which are pleasing to all persons and fascinating to many, he excelled

in those qualifications which constitute a man ' an able minister of the New
Testament,' and appears also to have possessed tact and discretion to work his

way well through circumstances of difficulty and excitement. The church, at

all events, speedily revived under his pastoral care, and, in the enjoyment of

the Divine blessing, continued in a prosperous state, though never very large

in numbers, during the whole period of his ministry. As a pastor, he was held

in high esteem by his people; and, as a preacher, was in great reputation among
discerning and judicious hearers. His ministry at the Three Cranes extended

through the long period of nearly forty years, and, towards its close, was aided

by the services of several assistants.

A few years after his pastoral settlement, Mr. Ridgeley was elected one of

the six ministers of the Merchant's Lecture, which was delivered every Tues-

day morning at Pinner's Hall ; about the same time, he was elected to take

part in the Thursday evening lecture, at Jewin-street ; and during a consider-

able period of his life—in conjunction, first, with the Rev. John Billingsley of

Crutched Friars, and next with the Rev. James Wood of the Weigh-House—he

conducted an evening lecture, on the Lord's day, at the Old Jewry. His

labours in connexion with these lectures seem to have been much appreciated,

or at least were sufficiently noticed, to induce him to send to press some pro-
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ductions of his pen. He published, in 1717, " The Abuse of Feasting and
Recreations, considered in a Sermon at the evening lecture in Jewin-street

;"

in 1719, " The advantage of falling into the hand of God, rather than man;
a Sermon preached at the evening lecture in the Old Jewry, on the death of

Mr. Nathan Hall, who was found murdered by a highwayman;" and, in 1725,
" The doctrine of Original Sin considered ; being the substance of two Ser-

mons at Pinnar's Hall ; with a postscript." Previous to the last of these dates,

he published also " A Sermon on the death of Mrs. Gertrude Clarkson," " A
Sermon preached at the funeral of Mrs. Elizabeth Banks," and " A Discourse

concerning the Origin and Superstitious observance of Religious festivals."

In 1712, upon the death of Dr. Chauncey, the first tutcr of the oldest In-

dependent college in Britain, Mr. Ridgeley succeeded him in the theological

chair. The place where the lectures to the students were delivered, is said to

have been Tenter-alley, in Moorfields. The successional college of the pre-

sent day, however, is that of Homerton ; quite as respectably presided over

now by the revered Dr. John Pye Smith, as it was, in the days of its infancy

and youth, by Drs. Chauncey and Ridgeley. Mr. Ridgeley's coadjutor in the

classical department, while he himself taught theology,—and his successor, in his

own office, after his death,—was the eminent John Eames, F.R.S.,—an adept
in literature, and an universal scholar, whom the celebrated Dr. Watts pro-

nounced " the most learned man he ever knew." Mr. Eames taught the lan-

guages and mathematics, and delivered prelections on moral and natural philo-

sophy ; leaving the expansive and paramount subject of theology to occupy,
as it ought, the undivided attention of his distinguished colleague. Whether
Mr. Ridgeley delivered other prelections from the chair than those which com-
pose his Body of Divinity, and what methods of training he adopted for matur-
ing the knowledge and forming the pastoral character of his students, are facts

not known ; but, judging from the solicitude he displays to shut up every inlet of
error, and his high estimate of the qualifications which a Christian pastor should
possess, his proceedings in the college must have been sedulously directed to the
production of nice and practical results. As a theological tutor, not only was
he fully versed in every subject which might be discussed, and in the principles

of every criticism which might be required, and in the opinions of every author
who might be in question, but he possessed concihating manners, great apti-

tude to communicate instruction, an accurate judgment as to the adaptation of
any means to its proposed end, and apparently also warm concern to make his

professorial labours in every possible way efficient. Whatever were his parti-

cular practices in superintending and educating his students, he confessedly was
honoured with much success, and enjoyed the happiness of sending out to the
Independent churches many ministers who were distinguished ahke for their

intellectual acquirements and for their pastoral and personal excellencies. Mr.
Ridgeley used care, not only that his own duties should be rightly performed,
but that his students should exhibit a fair promise of becoming fully able,

through the Divine blessing, to perform theirs. In consequence of a complaint
Iodised with him, that some young men, chiefly the sons of ministers or of
eminent private Christians, after completing their studies for the ministry, had
not preached the gospel in a sufficiently lucid and zealous manner,—and in

consequence also, we may presume, of prompt measures which he adopted to
respond to the complaint and to attack the evil to which it pointed,—a society
ot devout men, matured and discriminating Christians, was formed to encour-
age young men of decided piety and talent to aspire to the pastoral office, and
to exercise vigilant care that none were admitted to the theological college who
did not, in addition to displaying good natural abilities, ali'orcl convincnig evi-
dence of being savingly converted to God, and thoroughly sound in the faith.

Who that reflects on this fact, and that marks the sensitive interest in the
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honour of the house of God, apparent in every part of Dr. Ridgeley's writings,

and especially in those portions of his Body of Divinity which treat of the con-

stitution of a Christian church, and of the qualifications and duties of a Chris-

tian pastor, can doubt that, as a theological tutor, he zealously laboured, in

dependence on the Divine blessing, to fashion the young men under his care

into the mould, not only of systematic divines, and correct thinkers, and able

expounders of the dogmata of theology, but of humble, affectionate, unctuous,

heavenly-minded pastors of the sheep and the lambs purchased with the blood

of Christ ? There are altogether too much formality, too much of routine, too

much of set-performance and of stiff adherence to rule and method, in many of

the processes currently practised for training the rising ministry. Mr. Ridge-
ley was a stranger to these : at least, we utterly mistake the watchful, reflect-

ing, practical, solicitous spirit which pervades his writings, and which breathes,

and breathes most redolently, in the few surviving facts of his history, if he was
not, just as truly, and in all the details of adapting his efforts to particular

emergencies and to the peculiar circumstances of individuals, a theological tutor

who dealt closely and searchingly with every student under his care, as, in his

pastoral capacity, he was doubtless an overseer of souls who ' watched as one
that must give account.'

While Mr. Ridgeley filled the principal theological chair connected with the

Independent churches, Arianism or Unitarianism—that most rampant of all

heresies, which, during the fourth century, threatened far more than all " the

ten persecutions" to extirpate Christianity, and which, in modern England,
rapidly reduced the presbyterian denomination from being greatly the ascen-

dant body of dissenters to a state in which they had scarcely " a local habita-

tion and a name"—broke out with a virulence which, by combined wiliness and
energy, menaced the whole community of nonconformist churches with de-

struction. To add to the confusion of the scene, the orthodox ministers were
warmly divided among themselves as to the scriptural propriety of subscribing

a summary of faith condemnatory of the menacing heresy. Some regarded
subscription as a bowing to the Baal of human authority; while others re-

garded it—especially in the instance in question, when no human, and parti-

cularly no magisterial authority interfered to impose it, and when it was pre

scribed by the voluntary act of the parties concerned in it, and was virtually

but a pious and solemn yet deliberate and most resolute declaration of opinion

—as a salutary, scriptural, effective, and even necessary means of making a

decided stand against ruinous error. Mr. Ridgeley took the part—and he took
it boldly and firmly—of the subscribers. The distinction seems not to have
been made before his days, and was but dimly seen by himself, and obscurely

exhibited in his own writings, between a declaration and a creed^ or between a
profession of faith as decreed and made unalterable by man, and a profession

of faith as simply stating the belief of subscribers at the moment of subscrip-

tion, and as open to revision and amendment proportionably to increased ac-

quaintance with the Divine word, and growing illumination by the teaching

of the Divine Spirit. Mr. Ridgeley thought merely of the fearful heresy

which seemed, like the bursting of a vast lake, to be silently, but with the

force of a torrent, about to carry away before it the spiritual comfort and the

religious homes of the evangelical nonconformist communities of England. His
zeal—warm and inflexible, though calculating and based upon matured and
heartfelt inquiry—was directed, not against any party system, but against what
he knew, what he felt, to be doctrines dishonouring to God, and killing to the

human soul. For once, perhaps, his usual and almost instinctive judiciousness

forsook him. Believing the essential and saving doctrines of our Lord's true

deity, and of his meritorious substitutionary atonement, to be in danger, he
looked around him—too much, possibly, with a querulous eye—for causes
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which had brought them into question ; and he very readily, though some-

what hastily, concluded that the minute and metaphysical accounts which,

first the schoolmen, and next orthodox protestant divines, in imitation of their

example, had given of " the eternal generation of the Son," and " the proces-

sion of the Holy Spirit," and which men of bold temperament who attempted

to comprehend the most sublime topics of revelation, and refused to credit

whatever was too large for the grasp of their feeble reason, had ostentatiously

quoted, and held up to condemnation, had been a chief occasion, possibly the

only one, of the revival of Arianism. He hence was very naturally led to

adopt extreme opinions in opposition to these scholastic refinements. Consi-

dering his admirable zeal for the cause of evangelical truth, and the peculiar

circumstances in whicli theological science was placed—loaded with technical-

ities, trapped in innumerable distinctions, and encumbered, among the ortho-

dox, with constant attempts to become 'wise above that which is written'

—

we need not wonder that he discarded the received doctrines of the Holy Spirit

proceeding from the Father and the Son, and of the Son being eternally be-

gotten of the Father. But whatever may be thought of his judiciousness, or

of the extent to which he carried his independence of thinking, and his dislike

of philosophizing in religion, there can be but one opinion as to his ardent attach-

ment to the doctrines which the Unitarianism of his day impugned. At the

very outbreak of the heresy in 1718, and during the succeeding years of its

attracting considerable notice, he appeared, botji as a preacher and as a writer,

in the van of its opponents, and was regarded by the subscribing part of the

orthodox as a leader in their cause. Several Arians took advantatre of the

facility of non-subscription, to conceal their real sentiments, and to move un-
suspected or at least unexposed among those of the orthodox who did not sub-

scribe; and they possessed sufficient influence—aided by the unnecessary alarm
of the non-subscribing orthodox for the rights of spiritual liberty, and the dan-
ger of human authority in religion—to raise a noisy outcry against the testing

of sincerity, and the pledging of orthodoxy, by subscription. Mr. Ridgeley,
finding the subscribing party with whom he acted violently assailed, publicly,

assumed the championship of their cause, and defended their conduct from the

press. In 1719, he published a tractate entitled "The unreasonableness of

the charge of imposition exhibited against several dissenting ministers, in and
about London, considered; and the diflerence between creed-making as prac-

tised in former ages, and their late conduct in declaring their faith in the doc-
trine of the Blessed Trinity, stated and argued ;"—and, in 1721, he published
"An Essay concerning Truth and Charity, in two parts; containnig, first,

an incjuiry concerning fundamental articles of faith, and the necessity of adher-
ing to them in order to church-communion ; and, secondly, some historical re-

marks on the behaviour of the Jews and primitive Christians, toward those
who had either departed from the faith, or by any other means rendered them-
selves liable to excommunication ; showing, also, what is that uncharitableness
which discovers itself in the conduct of men towards one another." He, as a
matter of course, encountered much obloquy, and even received ill-will; which,
no doubt,—among the })resumptuous of his opponents who writhed under de-

feat, or among the feeble who could not attempt even a plausible defence,

—

were proportioned to the decisiveness of his success. What he strove for in

the by-play ot the controversy, was not the cause of subscription to a creed in

any such view or use of the practice as is current in the Established churches,
but essentially the unmasking of Arians, and the vindication, from the charge
ot uncharitableness, of men who made a resolute stand against the wily aggres
sions ot the Arian heresy. He must have been grieved that the ortliodox
were divided in opinion, as to the proper manner in which Arianism should be
detected and repelled ; and both because the mass of the non-subscribers were
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as affectionately zealous for the truth as himself, and because he enjoyed a

spirituality of temper which mellowed every thing; controversial which he pro-

duced, he'wrote on the question of subscription with a mildness and a glow of

charity rarely exhibited in the unceremonious literature of his age. As a con-

troversialist, indeed, he was gentle almost to a fault. When vanquiirhing and

utterly spoiling an opponent, he appears as if shedding tears over his sad plight

before he can take courage to carry away a trophy; and when meeting a doubt-

ful foe, he usually gives him the benefit of every explanation which can be

made iavourably to his cause, and even at times directs him to a retreat which,

if discovered and run to by himself, would be esteemed a mere subterfuge. His

singular generosity, however, is displayed only on questions of comparatively

minor importance, and does not interfere with a sturdy stanchness, which

equally distinguishes his character, in stating and defending, in the face of all

consequences, and down to the smallest detail, the great doctrines of revealed

truth.

In 1731 appeared the first edition of Mr. Ridgeley's great work—that in

connexion with which chiefly his name lives in history, and whose influence,

as an instrument for good, will probably render him celebrated and useful for

generations to come— his Body of Divinity. Whether this valuable produc-

tion is in substance what he prepared for the instruction of his students when

he was appointed to the professorship of theology, or whether it is the truit oi

matured thinking, and of frequent emendation, suppression, and enlargement

during the period of his filling the professorial office, is not known. For many
reasons, however, especially on account of the exquisite symmetry and theolo-

gical finish of the work, the latter is the more likely to be the fact. The
Notes, a few of which are elaborate, while almost all are excellent, and add

much to the value of the text, bear very decided marks of having been written

after he resolved to publish. Many portions of the staminal part of the work,

too, are so nicely judicious, so ripe in thought, so mellow and odoriferous in

matured reflection, that if they were not written, or at least revised, many years

after he became a professor, he must have been, at an earlier age than is com-

mon with even great men, an accomplished scholar and a profound divine.

On the supposition that he wrote his great work, and placed it in its perma-

nent condition, immediately after his professorial appointment, what a grievous

pitv that he did not afterwards write some other work which might have be-

queathed to posterity the rich accumulations of his subsequent experience and

study ! In that case, he must be ranked with many a brilliant but over-sen-

sitive and over-modest mind which has lit up but one taper to shed light on

generations, when it might have poured over them an illuminating stream irom

a cluster of burners. His Body of Divinity was published in two volumes folio,

containing a likeness of the author, a preface explaining his plan and apolo-

gizing for his departure from the beaten but thorny track of scholasticism, and

a long list of respectable subscribers, who encouraged him in his undertaking,

and expressed their confidence in his eminent abilities, by pledging themselves

to purchase copies. Flattering testimonies of approbation, immediately alter

the appearance of the work, were poured in upon him from all parts ot Fng-

land, and even from some places in Scotland. The University of Aberdeen,

in j)articular, attested their appreciation of his worth, and of the service he had

done to the religious public, by conferring upon him the highest literary honour

they could bestow,.—the degree of Doctor in Divinity. The first edition ot

his work having been rapidly sold, and encouragements of the most cheering

kind having been given him to regard it as an instrument of good to many, he

w as induced to undertake a second edition -—which, however, did not ap])ear

till the year of his death, three years after the publication of the first. In

1770, the work was, in a third edition, compressed into one volume folio, and
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published in Scotland. Since that period, it has appeared in the dress of four

octavos ; but has, for many years, been scarce, and—except among the happy-

few who refuse to lay an antiquated but most instructive author on the shelf^

in order to keep pace with the rapidly accumulating literature of our book-

making age—comparatively neglected. A taste, however, for the racy and
substantial theological writings of the days of Britain's moral giarrts has of late

revived ; and it will scarcely fail to adopt, as one of the richest dishes of its

multifarious banquet for the intellect and the soul, Dr. Ridgeley's Body of

Divinity.

As to the known facts of Dr. Ridgeley's history, few, exceedingly few,

things remain to be told. Either he must have been a man of extremely re-

tired habits—shrinking from the broad gaze of society, and clinging tena-

ciously to his desk and his post of prayer—or he must, as to the commemorat-
ing of his excellencies, have fallen between the stools of two friends who relied

each on the other for doing him justice with posterity, and who one or both
did not live to perform the wish of their heart. But the memory of the just is

blessed. Though Dr. Ridgeley, notwithstanding all his eminence, does not

figure in any lengthened biography, and fails—possibly through no fault of his

own—to attract men by the storied picture of his excellencies, and instruct

them by the recorded lessons of his example, he doubtless is ' had in everlast

ing remembrance,' and ' shines as the brightness of the firmament' in heaven,
and even on earth appears far more accurately portra) ed and monumented in

his writings, than he could ever have been by the united labours of the artist

and the biographer. The mind, the thoughts, the workings of the heart and
the conceptions of the soul, and not the outward circumstances, the vicissitudes

in place and health, in relationships and temporal successes, evince the man ;

and these, as to any person who has written under the solemn influence of at-

tempting to convey or elucidate Divine instruction to his fellow-creatures,

appear with incomparably more animation and fulness in his publications, than
in the best story which even an impartial friend could narrate of his actions.

Dr. Ridgeley appears to have deeply relished Divine truth for the sake of its

own enjoyments,—its hallowing impressions on the soul, and its consoling

power upon the heart
; yet he possessed little of the ardour and impassioned

unctuousness which so generally distinguished the nonconformist writers of

former days, but was characterized rather by habits of calm, contemplative, in-

tellectual meditation. He was strong in judgment, strong in purpose, and,
probably, strong in the faith and the activities of Christian life, but feeble in

what the phrenologists term "ideality." Though very far from being destitute

of feeling, he seems, as a writer at least, to have, in general, been able so to

keep down the sensibilities of his nature as to let them mingle in a much less

proportion than is common among authors of his class with the effusions of his

intellect. His writings, of course, derived, as to their didactic and controver-

sial qualities, no small advantage from the coolness combined with the energy
of his mind. Two eminent features stamped upon them are comprehensive-
ness and model ation. He was never so carried away by any impulse into the

excessive pursuit of one prominent idea as to neglect the due exhibition of the

thoughts with which it was naturally allied, or so excited in encountering an
opponent, or disposing of a difficulty, as to lose sight, in any degree, of the

systematic and illustrative parts of his subject ; nor was he tempted, by respect

tor prevailing custom, to push any doctrine beyond the limits visibly impressed
on it in the Divine word,— or, by attachment to a party or a theological school,

A to dress out a tenet in language studiedly or unnecessarily repulsive to its op-
ponents,—or, by fondness fur victory, to say more against the arguments of
an errorist than was simply requisite to extract their sting and vindicate the
truth. His entire dealing with opponents, in fact, usually displayed a com-
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bination, rarely witnessed in such attractiveness among controversial writers,

of courteous respect for their persons, and firm yet mild opposition to their

errors He was a man of extensive erudition, patient in his inquiries, and

careful to examine a question in all its phases; and he hence felt pity rather

than petulance for men of mistaken views, aware of the false inedia through

which thev gazed,—and was at once uncompromising and moderate in pro-

pounding disputed truth, experiencing the force of the wide range of evidence

in its favour, and, at the same time, averse to expose it to the cavils of the pre,

iudiced and ignorant. Altogether, he was a man well-qualihed for the solemnly

responsible labours which occupied the greater part ot his public lite, and will

probably, in his Body of Divinity, continue to be read Avith undiminished in-

terest when the more rhetorical writers of a later period shall have been tor-

gotten " The nominal, as well as intrinsic, value of Dr. Ridgeley's work, says

?he excellent author of the History of the Dissenting Churches, "is tar trom being

depreciated bv the injuries of time. His method of reasoning he has adapted

to the capacities of those who are unacquainted with the abstruse terms made

use of by metaphysicians and schoolmen, and when introduced into subjects ot

theolo«-y, have a tendency rather to perplex than to improve the minci. Mis

scheme of divinity is evidently Calvinistic ; but, then, he has explained his sub-

iects with so much moderation and latitude, as to obviate many ot the objec-

tions raised against the system of doctrines that passes under that name. U pon

the whole, it Is probable that the English language does not furnish a work ot

this nature that, for perspicuity of language, extent of research, accuracy ot

ludcrment, and judicious description of the numerous subjects that tall under

ixamination, any way equals this work of Dr. Ridgeley."
^

" The character of

Dr Ridcreley, and his ability for the different stations assigned him by provi-

dence, w^ere highly appreciated by his contemporaries, and may be gathered

partly from his writings. He was a man of extensive and sound learning, ot

remarkable diligence, and a strict economist of his time. His skilful know-

ledo-e of the learned languages, large acquaintance with ancient and modern

writers, and critical knowledge of the sacred writings, rendered hira wel quali-

fied for theological controversy ; and he was accounted one of the most consi-

derable divines of his age."*
. , . .i e

Dr Rido-eley died on the 27th of March, 1734, m the sixty-seventh year of

his age. He continued till the end of his life to fill the pastoral office at the

Three Cranes. His mortal remains were probably interred in the burying-

eround at Bunhill. In addition to the works already mentioned, Dr. Kidge-

lev published " A Sermon on the death of Mr. Thomas Tongey, preached at

Fetter-lane, November 9th, 1729;" "A Funeral Sermon for the Rev. John

Hurrion, who died December 31st, 1731 ;" and " A Sermon on the death of

the Rev. John Sladen, preached at Horsley-down, October 28th, li66.

• The History and Antiquities of Disse.Uing Churches and Meeting-houses '" London West-

„.insrer.and So'uthwark. inelu.lin. th. Lives of their Ministers trom ^he R- of Nonc^n or.n ty

to the present Time, by Walter Wilson of the Inner Temple. London :
18U8 tour VoU. t5vo

Vo II PP 75-78. To this work-alter nmk.ng a,, almost fruitless search elsewhere for published

materials and entirely vain inquiries for manuscript or traditionary .ntormat.on._we are mainly

indebted for the facts of the present biographical sketch.





THE

DOCTRINES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

EXPLAINED AND DEFENDED.

THE INTRODUCTION.

Befoke we enter on our present undertaking, we shaU premise a few things leading

to the general subject of it. And that we may begin with what is most obvious,

let it be considered,

1. That it is a duty incumbent on all who profess the Christian name, to be well

acquainted with those great doctrines on which our faith, hope, and worship are

founded ; for, without the knowledge of these, we must necessarily be at a loss as

to the way of salvation, which none has a right to prescribe but He who is its

author.

2. This knowledge of divine truth must be derived from the holy scriptures ;

which are the only fountain of spiritual wisdom, whereby we are instructed in those

things that could have been known in no other way but by divine revelation.

3. It will be of singular use for us not only to know the doctrines which are

contained in scripture, but to observe their connection and dependence on one

another, and to digest them into such a method that subsequent truths may give

light to those which went before ; or to lay them down in such a way that the

whole scheme of religion may be comprised in a narrow compass, and, as it were,

beheld with one view. This method will be a very great help to memory ; and is

what we call a system of divine truths, or a methodical collection of the chief

articles of our religion, adapted to the capacity of those who need to be taught ' the

first principles of the oracles of God.' When the design of this is to give the world
a specimen of that ' form of sound words ' which the church thinks itself obliged

to ' hold fast, * and steadfastly to adhere to, we call it a confession of faith ; and
when digested into questions and answers, we call it a catechism. And though
systems of divinity, confessions of faith, and catechisms are treated with con-

tempt, instead of better arguments, by many who are no friends to the doctrines

contained in them, and who appear to be partial in their resentment, inasmuch
as they do not dislike those compositions which, by whatever name they are called,

are agreeable to their own sentiments ; yet we are bound to conclude that the

labour, in what form soever it has been, of those who have been happy in the sense

they have given of scripture, and in the method in which they have explained its

doctrines, is a great blessing to us. At the same time, wo are far from concluding

that even the best composition is of equal authority with scripture, or that every
word contained in it is infallible ; nor do we regard it any further than as it is

agreeable to, or sufficiently proved from, scripture.

4. Confessions of faith, and catechisms are not to be reckoned a novel invention,

or not consonant to the scripture rule ; since they are nothing else but a peculiar

way of preaching or of instructing us in divine truths. And since scripture lays

down no certain invariable rule concerning them, the same command which war-
i- A
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rants preaching the word in any method, includes the explaining of it, as occasion

serves, in a catechistical one. [See Note A below.]

5. As there are many excellent bodies of divinity printed in our own and foreign

languao-es, and collections of sermons on the principal doctrines of religion, so

there are various catechisms, or methodical summaries of divine truths, which,

when consonant to scripture, are of great advantage to all Christians, whether

elder or younger.

6. The catechisms composed by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, are

esteemed as not inferior to any that are extant, either in our own or foreign lan-

guages, the doctrines therein contained being of the highest importance, and con-

sonaat to scripture. And the method in which they are laid down is so agreeable,

that it may serve as a directory for ranging our ideas of the common heads of

divinity in such an order that what occurs under each of them may be reduced to its

proper place. [See Note B, p. 3.] It is the larger of them that we have attempted to

explain and regulate our method by ; because it contains several heads of divinity,

not touched on in the shorter. And if, in any particular instance, we are obliged

to recede from the common mode of speaking (though it is to be hoped, not from

the common faith, once delivered to the saints), we submit our reasoning to the

judgment of those who are disposed to pardon minor mistakes, and improve to the

best purposes what comes with sufficient evidence.

[Note A. The authority ofcreedr The controversy respecting the lawfuhiess or scriptural propri-

ety of confessions of faith, has been mui-h affected by looseness of definition. Dr. Ridgeley evidently

contends that confessions are authoritative,—that 'though not infallible in every word,' they are,

in some sense, a stamiard or test of the truth or falsehood of doctrines ; and jet he speaks of them
as 'but a peculiar way of preaching, or of instructing us in divine truths,' and as 'designed to give

the world a specimen of that form of sound words which the church thinks itself obliged to hokl

fast.' Now most of the opponents of confessions admit the propriety of a declaration, oral or ver-

bal, of the articles of an individual's or a church's belief. They maintain that every Christian

community ought to l)e one in faith, and to possess confidence in one another's soundness of religious

views. Though tliey liave no authoriztd and invariable symbols, all the details as well as the

leading doctrines of which are declared to be of essential importance, they all possess some definite

outline of principles, whicli they exhibit to the world ' as a specimen' of what they believe, and
employ as a test of eligibility to their fellowship. The question respecting confessions of faith,

therefore, is not, Are they lavvful? but. Are they simply declarations of what a church's belief is

at the time when they are made ? or are they criteria of what is true and what is false,—authori-

tative exhibitions of the sense of the divine word,—exact detiuitions of truth, to be received by
all, and modified by none. Viewed in the former light, they may be of various length and expressed

in various words, and they amount to nothing more than the aggregate of individual or private be-

lief; but viewed in the latter light, they are expressed in fixed terms, and enacted and maintained
by ecclesiastical or civil authoritv.

The earliest formal creed was framed, in the year 325, by the celebrated council of Nice. This
was constructed with the view of condemning the doctrines and subtle devices of Arianism, and
was occupied with minute, and, in some instances, unintelligible definitions of our Lord's true,

deity. In the form in which it has descended to modern times, it was completed, in the year 381,
by the first great council of Constantinople. At Nice, all those clauses of it were enacted which
refer to Christ; and at Constantinople, that part of it was added which refers to the Holy Ghost.
During the interval between its commencement and its completion, many formal creeds—all of
which soon were lost, or fell into disuse—were enacted in favour respectively of orthodoxy, of
Arianism, and of Semi-arianism, by the numerous councils which were convoked during the preva-
lence of the Arian controversy. Several celebrated creeds, especially those called the Henoticon,
the Ecthesis, and the T\pe, were enacted, in tlie filth and sixth centuries, by the Roman emperors;
these were all designed to terminate prevailing controversies, and produce uniformity in faith ; but
they invariably created new disputes, and aggravated the evils w hich they were meant to remedy. A
famous creed, usually kno« n as [he creed of Pope I'ius IV., and containing a summary of the modem
<loctrines of Romanism, was draw n up after the close of tlie council of Trent, and enacted by Papal
authority. Creeds, beautifully harmonizing with one another in doctrine, and very remarkable for

tlieir general orthodoxy, were framed by most of the Protestant churches immediately after the
Relurniation. These—amongst the latest of which, as well as the most esteemed, was the West-
inin,>ter loniession ot faith— were enacted, and, tor the most part, continue to be enforced, by the
united authority of church and state ; and though studiously constructed and professedly main-
tain. <! with a view to the conservation of truth, they have, in our apprehension, been attended,
ti)roiigh(;ut the greater part of Protestant Eurojie, with an influence the very reverse of that con-
templated by their oiigiiial framers. 8ome ecclesiastical bodies, indeed, either adopting creeds
already frumt-d, or constructing new ones of their own, maintain them only by the authority of
churih-couits, and regard them as subject to modification and amendment ; but even these allow
no further scope to the assertion of private judgment, than liberty, o» the part of any minister or
congregation, to.'-olicit that the creeds may be reviewe(i.
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Except Hs verbal stafemcrits of private belief, rxpressed in words and extending to a lenpth ei(-

tirely optional, creeds were unknown ainonir tlie [)rimitive ChrisiiiUi-^. What is usually tniiii'd the

Apostles' creed, was of slow and jiradual furinatiun ; it did not assume a fixed (onn till aiioiit tiie

middle of tr.e fourth century; aiul, in all its parts, it is merely a harmony of the verbal prolessions

of faith which were made by the early disciples on occasion of their being- admitted to church-

fellowship. The apostles and their coadjutors appear to have required from converts little more
than a profession of belief that ' Jesus Christ is the Son of God.'— Acts viii. 37. 'J"he early churches,

wherever Judaism and heathen idolatry were the only systems which opposed the truth, demanded
an acknowledgment of simply the uriity of God and the Messiahship and divinity of Jesus; and
when they had to conflict with Cerinthianism, Basilidianism, Valentinianism, Sabellinnism, or other

heresies, they expected such statements as should repudiate the various (onus of novel or prevail-

ing error. Either through prevailing custom, or by request of the churches, the converts used

great brevity of expression. Any thousand of them, though perfectly at liberty to employ what
words they pleased, could hardly have failed to utter similar expressions, and arrange their ideas

in similar order. When renouncing Judaism, they might all say, ' We believe that Jesus Christ is

the Son of God ;' and when renouncing Gnosticism, they might all say, ' We believe that he was
born of the Virgin Mary.' A fixed verbal creed, strongly resembling that called the Apostles',

might thus have been framed by a sort of concurrent usage or general consent; and even had it

existed at a comparatively early period, would have been no disproof that primitive confessions of

faith were all optional and spontaneous. The immediate materials out of which the Apostles'

creed was formed, were ten transcripts or reports of the consentaneous professions of the converts

and the churches. Now the expressions employed, the arrangement of the clauses, the copiousness

of statement, and the prominence given to respective doctrines, are all more various than might
possibly have been expected. One of the teti transcripts is given by Ignatius, who wrote about
the year 105 ; two by Irtnaeus, about the year 184 ; three by Tertullian, about the year 200; two
by Origen, about the year 230 ; one by Gregory of Neo-Caesarca, about the year 250 ; and one by
Cyprian, about the year 252. As the errors protested against were both more numerous and more
subtle in the middle of the third century than in the days of Ignatius or of Irensus, we might have
expected the later creeds to be all more copious than the earlier; \et that of Gregory is shorter

than any of four of the eight earlier, and the latest, or that of Cyprian, is the shortest of the ten,

and only one-eighth of the length of the first of Irenaeus. Though remarkable, too, for their

doctrinal agreement, and though all existing in a harmony in the Apostles' creed, they are sur-

prisingly various in their phraseology and in their omissions or expansiotis of articles. The church's

public profession of faith—either "as a specimen of what she held fast,' or as a test of fitness for

admission to her fellowship—continued, till the civil establishing of Christianity, to be as strictly

* unauthorized,' and was as unfixed in the number of its articles, and allowed us free an option in

the selection of words, as during the personal ministry of the apostles.

This glance at the history of creeds may afford instruction as to the light in which they ought
to be regarded, and will evince the necessity of defining accurately in what sense they are advo-
cated or opposed. If considered as optional expressions of private belief, they will be regarded by
almost all Christians as * but a peculiar way of preaching or of instructing us in divine truths;' if

considered as fixed formulae, from the dicta of which private judgment has no redress but by suc-

cessful petition to an ecclesiastical judicatory, they will probably be rejected by all who 'call no
man on earth master,' and who breathe the spirit of the noble Bereans; and if considered as stand-

ards of national orthodoxy, enacted by civil authority and maintained under the sanction of the civil

power, they will be condemned by all who view the kingdom of Christ as spiritual, and the interfer-

ence of the civil magistrate with religious matters as antichristian and corrupting

—

Ed.]
[Note B. The Assembly's catechisms.—The catechisms of the Westminster divines, 'are certainly,'

as Dr. Ridgeley remarks, ' not inferior to any that are extarit, either in our own or foreign lan-

guages.' 'I'hey contain luminous digests of 'doctrines of the highest importance;' they are ad-

mirably constructed as to methodical arrangement ; and they constitute altogether a fine specimen
of theological skill and prowess. But excellent as they are, they must not be pronounced faultltss.

They were trame<i amid the bustle of politual contention, by men w ho had not entirely emerged
from the mist of the scholastic theology ; and are marked with bltmishes which indicate the absence
of matured reflection, and the influence of prejudices derived fioin the dark ages. They are occa-

sionally redundant or defective,—inaccurate in statemerit or censurable in phraseology. For ex-

ample, they nowhere so state the important doctrine of regeneration as to bring it fairly before the
mind of a reader; and, at the same time, they hint it both under the question of 'effectual calling,'

and under that of 'repentance.' Again, they identify 'the work of creation' with 'the space of

six days,'—excluding both the piistine creation of chaos, and the constant creation of human souls;

and they speak of the benefits of redemption as 'purchased,'—overlooking both the spontaneity or

unpurchaseableness of the divine mercy, and the uniform scriptural assertion that what Christ pur-

chased was ' his church,' ' his people,' the souls and bodies ot the saved. Such blemishes as these,

indeed, when compared with the excellencies which surround them, are but like the spots on the

disc of the sun ; but fhey mark the catechisms as human and fallible compositions, and ought to

moderate the unqualified and blindfold admiration in wliich the\ are extensivel\ held. Peisons
".vho have been used to follow wherever ecclesiastical standards lead, would do well, even when
the beautiful and generally accurnte catechisms of Westminster are beltire tliem, to listen to the
heavenly oracle :

' To the law and to the testimony ; if tiiey speak not aon ruing to this word, it

J» because there is no light in them.'

—

Ed."]
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THE GLORIFYING AND THE ENJOYING OF GOD.

Question I. WJiai is the chiefand highest end of man ?

Answer. Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God and fully to enjoy him for ever.

Mans chief End,

It is supposed, in this answer, that every intelligent creature, acting as such,

designs some end, which excites endeavours to attain it. The ends for which we
act, if warrantable, may be considered as to their degree of excellency, and, in

proportion to this, are to be pursued by proper means conducing to the attainment

of them. There is one end that may be termed the chief and highest, as having

an excellency above all others, and a supreme tendency to make us blessed : this

is composed of two parts, and consists, as is observed in this answer, in the glorify-

ing and the eternal enjoying of God, the fountain of blessedness. If it be inquired

with what propriety both these may be called chief and highest, the answer is ob-

vious and easy : The former, or the glorifying of God, is absolutely the chief and
highest end ; for nothing more excellent or desirable than it can be conceived

;

while the latter, or the enjoying of God, is the highest or best in its kind, and is,

at the same time, a means leading to the other. And both these ends, which, with

this distinction, we call chief and highest, are to be particularly considered by us,

together with the connection that there is between them.

The glorifying of God.

I. We are to consider what it is to glorify God.

In order to our understanding this, let it be premised, 1. That there is a great

difference between God's glorifying himself and our glorifying him. He glorifies

himself, when ]ie demonstrates or shows forth his glory ; we glorify him by ascrib-

ing to him the glory that is his due,—even as the sun discovers its brightness by
its rays, and the eye beholds it. God glorifies himself by furnishing us with mat-
ter for praise ; we glorify him when we offer praise, or give unto him the glory

due to his name. 2. Creatures are said to glorify God in various ways. Some
things do it only objectively ; as by them, angels and men are led to glorify him.

Thus, 'the heavens declare his glory.'** The same might be said of all other in-

animate creatures which glorify God, by answering the end of their creation,

though they know it not. Intelligent creatures, on the other hand, and particu-

larly men, are said to glorify God actively. This they do by admiring and ador-

ing his divine perfections. These, as incomprehensible, are the object of admira-
tion ; and as divine, are the object of adoration. The apostle, accordingly, ad-

mires the divine wisdom :
' the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and

knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding

outl'^ God is to be admired in all the displays of his relative or manifestative

glory; and 'his work, which men behold,' is to be ' magnified. '"^ He is to be
adored more especially for his essential perfections.

We are to glorify God, by recommending, proclaiming, and setting forth his

excellency to others. What we have tlie highest value for, we desire to see re-

garded by others in the same way as by ourselves. Thus, as is narrated by the

evangelist, when the disciples received their first conviction that Jesus was the

Messiah, they communicated it to others,—as Andrew to Peter, and Philip to

Nathanael ;'^ and when the woman of Samaria received the same conviction, she

endeavoured to persuade all her neighbours to believe in Christ, as she did.*^ Thus
we glorify God by making mention of his name with reverence, proclaiming his

goodness with thankfulness, and inviting others, as the Psalmist does, to ' taste

and see that he is good.'^

a Psal. xix. 1. h Rom. xi. 3.*?. c Job xxxvi. '24. d John i. 41, 45.

e John iv. 28, 29. f Psal. xxxiv. 8.
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But since this is a very comprehensive duty, including in it the whole of prac-

tical religion, it may be considered under the following particulars.

1. We glorify God by confessing all the sins we have committed, and taking
shame to ourselves on account of them. This is interpretatively to acknowledge
the holiness of his nature, and of his law, which the apostle asserts to be ' holy,

just, and good.'s Thus Joshua advises Aclian ' to give glory to God, by making
confession to him ;'^ and thus the penitent thief, who was crucified with our Sa-
viour, glorified God, by confessing that he received the ' due reward of his deeds. '^

So did the Levites, in their prayer recorded by Nehemiah, when they said to God,
' Thou art just in all that is brought upon us, for thou hast done right, but we
have done wickedly.'''

2. By loving and delighting in him above all things. This is to act as those
who own the transcendent amiableness of his perfection, as the object of their high-
est esteem. Thus the Psalmist says, ' Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and
there is none,' or nothing, ' upon earth, that I desire besides thee !'^

3. By believing and trusting in him,—committing all our concerns, both in life

and in death, for time and for eternity, into his hands. Thus Abraham is said to

have been 'strong in faith, giving glory to God ;'°^ and the apostle Paul, to have
'committed his all to him.'"

4. By a fervent zeal for his honour ;—and that either for the honour of his truth
and gospel, when denied, disbelieved, or perverted ; or for the honour of his holi-

ness, or of any of his other perfections, when reflected on or reproached, by the
tongues or the actions of those who set themselves against him.

5. By improving our talents, and bringing forth fruit in proportion to the means
we enjoy. ' Herein,' says our Saviour, ' is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit. '«

6. By walking humbly, thankfully, and cheerfully before God. Humility ac-
knowledges that infinite distance which is between him and us ; retains a due sense
of our own unworthiness of all we have or hope lor ; and owns every thing we re-

ceive to be the gift of grace :
' By the grace of God,' says the apostle, ' I am what

I am.'P Thankfulness gives him the glory, as the author of every mercy ; and
accordingly sets a due value on it, in that respect. And to walk cheerfully before
him is to show that we do not repent having engaged in his service, and to recom
mend it as most agreeable : this is what the Psalmist intends, when he says,
' Serve the Lord with gladness. 'i

7. By heavenly-mindedness, or cherishing a desire to be with him, to behold
his glory.

In the ways which have been specified, we glorify God by yielding obedience to
his commanding will ; and we must, in all of them, do this in the name of Christ,
our great Mediator, and by strength derived from him. But we must further glo-
rify God,

8. By yielding an entire submission to his disposing will. In particular, we
must, M'hen under aflflictive dispensations of providence, own that he 1ms a sove-
reign right to ' do what he will with us, as his own,'"" and that these afldictions are
infinitely 'less than our iniquities deserve.'^ And we must adore his wisdom and
goodness in trying our graces by them, and dealing with us in such a way as is

' needful,' and that only ' for a season.'* And we are to own his goodness in suit-

ing our strength to our burdens, and overruling all events for our spiritual advan-
tage. Submission consists also in an easy, patient, and contented irame of spirit,

without the least murmuring or repining, concluding that whatever he does is 'well
done ;'" and, which is something more, in rejoicing that we are counted worthy to
sutler the loss of all things, yea, even of life itself, if called to do so, for his sake :—of which we have various instances in scripture.^

Moreover, we ought to glorify God in the natural, civil, and religious actions of
life, all of which are to be consecrated or devoted to him. AVe enjoy the blessmgs

i Luke xxiii. 40, 41. k Neh. ix. 33.

II 2 Tim. i. 12. o Jolin xv. S.

r M;iTt. XX. 15. s Ezra ix. 13.

X Alts V. 41 ; Hcb. x. 34: Acts xx. 24.

g Rom. vii. 12.
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of life to no purpose, if we do not live to the Lord, and thankfully acknowledgo

that we receive them all from his hand. And whatever the calling be wherewith

we are called, we must therein abide with him, and see that we have his warrant

to engage in it ; and we must expect success from his blessmg upon it, else our

exertions in it will be to no purpose. Thus sajs Moses, ' It is the Lord thj God
that giveth thee power to get wealth. 'y And, in all our dealings with men, we
are to consider ourselves as under the inspection of the all-seeing eye of God, to

whom we are accountable for all we do ; and should be induced hereby, to exercise

ourselves always to keep ' consciences void of offence towards God and man.'

As for religious duties—wherein we have to do more immediately with God—wo
are to glorify him, by taking up a profession of religion in general, as being influ-

enced by his authority, encouraged by his promised assistance, and approving our-

selves to him as the searcher of hearts. We must take heed that we do not rest

in an outward form or show of godliness, without the power thereof; or in having

a name to live, without possessing a principle of spiritual life by which we may be

enabled to perform living and spiritual actions corresponding to our profession.

And all religious duties must be performed by faith ; whereby we depend on Christ,

our great Mediator, for both assistance and acceptance, and thus glorify him as

the fountain of all grace, in whom alone both our persons and our services are ac-

cepted in the sight of God, and become subservient to his gloi-y. We must act

thus at all times ; so that though our thoughts may not be directly conversant about
any of the divine perfections—as often happens when we are engaged in some of

the more minute or indiflPerent actions of life—we may yet glorify him habitually,

by having our hearts right with him, and whatever we do, may refer it ultimately

to his glory. As every step the traveller takes is towards his journey's end, though
this may not be every moment in his thoughts, so the less important actions of life

should be subservient to those which are of greater consequence, and in which the

honour of God and religion is most intimately concerned. In this manner we may
be said to glorify him in all our conduct.

Having thus considered, that it is our indispensable duty to make the glory of

God our highest end in aU our actions, we might add, as a motive to enforce this

duty, that God is the first cause of all things, and that his own glory was the end
he designed in all his works, whether of creation or of providence. It is certain,

that the glory of God is the most excellent end we can propose to ourselves ; therefore

the most valuable actions of life ought to be referred to it, and our hearts most set

upon it. If otherwise, we act below the dignity of our nature ; and, while other

creatures, designed only to glorify him objectively, answer the end for which they
were made, we, by denying him that tribute of praise which is due from us, abuse
our superior faculties, and live in vain.

The enjoying of God.

II. The next thing to be considered is what it is to enjoy God.
1. This supposes a propriety in him, or claim to him, as our God. We cannot

be said to enjoy that which we have no right or claim to, as one man cannot be said

to enjoy an estate which belongs to another. So God must be our God in covenant,

or we cannot enjoy him ;—and that he is so, with respect to all that fear him, is

evident, inasmuch as he gives them leave to say, ' This God is our God,'^ and, ' God,
even our own God, shall bless us.'^

2. To enjoy God, is to have a special gracious communion with him, to converse

or walk with him, and to delight in him, as when we can say, ' Truly our fellow-

ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.'^ 1. This enjoyment of

God, or communion with him, is such as wo are blessed with in the present world.

This is but imperfect ; as we know and love him but in part. Our communion with
him here is often interrupted and weakened, through the prevalency of indwelling
sin ; and the joy and delight which arise from it are often clouded and sullied. And
we enjoy him here in at best but a mediate «Fay, in and under his ordinances, as

y Deut. viii. 18. z Psal. xlviii. 14. a Tsal. Ixvii. 6. b 1 JoLn i. 3.
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agreeable to the present state. 2. Believers shall enjoy hhn perfectly and imme-
diately in heaven, without intermission or abatement, and that for ever. This is

called 'seeing him as he is;' *= and 'being with him where he is, to behold his glory.' "^

In order to fit them for it, their souls shall be made capable of receiving it, by the

removal not only- of all sinful but of all natural imperfections, and shall be more
enlarged, as well as have brighter discoveries of the divine glory. They shall also

have a perfect freedom not only from aU temptations to sin, but from all the con-

sequences of it—such as sorrow, divine desertion, [See Note C, page 8,] and the

many evils that attend us in the present life. Thus their happiness shall be so

confirmed and secured to them, that it shall be impossible for them to be dispos-

sessed of it. This is certainly the most desirable end, next to the glory of God,

that can be intended or pursued by us.

The connection between the glorifying and the enjoying of God.

III. This leads us to consider the connection that there is between our glorify-

ing God and our enjoying him.

God has joined these two together, so that one shall not be attained without the

other. It is the highest presumption to expect to be made happy with him for ever

without living to his glory here ; for inasmuch as heaven is a state of perfect

blessedness, they who shall hereafter be possessed of it, must be trained up, or made
meet for it, by a right use of all the means of grace. How preposterous would it

be to suppose, that they who have no regard to the honour of God here, shall be

crowned with glory, honour, immortality, and eternal life, in his presence

hereafter? A life of holiness is absolutely necessary to the heavenly blessedness.

And since these two are so connected together, they who experience the one shall

not fail of the other : for they have a security for both in the faithfulness of God,

who has promised to ' give grace and glory. '
® Therefore ' he who begins a good work

in them, will perform it, '
^ and will give them ' the end of their faith, even the salva-

tion of their souls. '^

From the connection that there is between our glorifying and our enjoying God,

we may infer that it is a very preposterous thing for any one to assign as a mark
of grace, that persons must be content to perish eternally, that God may be glori-

fied. It is alleged indeed, in favour of this supposition, that Moses and the apostle

Paul seem to give countenance to it ; the one by saying, ' If thou wilt forgive their

sin,—and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of the book which thou hast written ;'^ the

other, ' I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren and
kinsmen according to the flesh.'' But Moses, in desiring to be blotted out of the

book which God had written, must not be supposed to be willing to perish eternally

for Israel's sake; he is content simply to be blotted out of the book of the living,

or to have his name no more remembered on earth ; he seems to decline the honour
which God had offered him, when he said, ' Let me alone, that I may consume them

;

and I will make of thee a great nation ;''' he desires not the advancement of his own
family, if Israel must cease to be a people, to whom God had "promised to be a God.
As for the apostle Paul's wish, it is either, as some suppose, a rash and inconsid-

erate flight of zeal for God, and so not warrantable, though in some respects pro-

ceeding from a good principle ; or rather, as I humbly conceive, he could wish him-
self accursed from Christ so far as is consistent with his love, or he is content to

be under tlie eternal marks of God's displeasure, or deprived of the comfortable
sensation of his love, or of many of those fruits and etiects of it which the be-

liever enjoys in this life. I cannot, in the least, think that he desires to be deprived

of a real interest in the love of God, or on any condition whatever to be eter-

nally separated from Christ. [See Note D, page 8.

J

Since the eternal enjoyment of God is one great end which we ought to have in

view, it is no sign of a mercenary spirit to have an eye to the heavenly glory that

we may be enlivened to duty. ' Thou shalt guide me, ' said Asaph, ' with thy counsel,

c 1 John iii. 2. d Join xvii. 24. e Psal. Ixxxvi. 11. f Phil. i. 6.

g I Pet. i. 9. b Exod. xxxii. 32. i Rom. ix. 3. k Exod. xxxii. 10
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and afterward receive nie to glorj.'^ Promises occur in many scriptures, whicli are

designed to excite our desire and Iiope of heavenly blessedness ; therefore the ex-

ercise of Christian graces, from these motives, is far from being unlawful,—yea,

it is commended in the saints, who are said to ' desire a better country, that is, an

heavenly. '^ And Moses is commended for having ' the recompense of reward ' in view,

when he preferred the ' reproach of Christ' before the ' treasures of Egypt. '
^ When

however this respect to future blessedness is warrantable, it must be considered as

an incitement to our glorifying God, by means of our beholding his glory ; and

when we consider it as a reward, we must not look upon it as what is merited by
our service, or conferred in a way of debt, but as a reward of grace, given freely

to us, though founded on the merits of Christ.

1 Psalm Ixxiii. 24. m Heb. xi. 16. n Ver. 26.

[Note C. Divine desertion Dr. Ridgeley evidently regards ' divine desertion ' as an evil incident,

in the present life, to believers ; and he is joined in this opinion by many eminent theological writers.

But is be correct ? Does God ever desert, even for the shortest period, any of his believing

people ? Does he ever ' hide his face,' or ' withdraw the light of his countenance,' from those who
have been saved by grace, and are ' one spirit with the Lord ?' At various times, indeed, and
especially at the period of the captivity, he forsook his ancient people as their political protector,

and hid his face from them as the Shechinah (Isa. liv. 7, 8.) ; and he has also withdrawn, under
the new dispensation, from communities who professed to be his worshippers, and from places

where the light of his favour had long shone. But as the God of the everlasting and well-ordered

covenant, as the Father and portion of the redeemed, as the guardian and provider of Christ's

spiritual body, as God who has justified and who will also glorify, who has begun a good work and
will perform it until the day of Christ Jesus, he emphatically says to every believer, ' I will never,
never leave thee ; I will not, no, I w ill not forsake thee,'—Heb. xiii. 5. The translation which I

have given of this passage, is iiot only warranted but required by the emphatic repetition of nega-
tives in the original : Ov fin ci atu, evt> ou /iti «•« tyKaraXifu. Though he chastises his people for

their sins, and contends with them for their backslidings; yet he deals with them as with sons, and
calls upon them to recognise the very sufferings which they endure as evidences of his gracious
presence and his love,— Heb. xii. 6— 10. Rev. iii. 19. However numerous their transgressions, or
however severe his displeasure, he never ceases to bless them with his grace. ' If,' says he, ' they
forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they bre;ik my statutes, and keep not my com-
mandments; then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes;

nevertheless, my loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to
fail,'— Ps. Ixxxix. 30—33. Never, in connexion with the new covenant, was divine desertion en-
dured, except by the Lord Jesus. He, indeed, when he bore our sins and suffered in our stead,

had occasion to exclaim, ' My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' But be so fully under-
went it,—so amply achieved the purposes of its infliction,—so satisfactorily paid the penalty which
it involved, that it will never be repeated, and can never be endured by any of his redeemed. If

they walk in darkness, it is not because the light of God's face ceases to shine upon them, but be-
cause they shut their eyes from beholding it. He is ' near to them that call upon him,' and ' walks
and dwells in his people.' Not only are his presence with them and his favour abiding, but their
very ' life is hid with Christ in God.'—Ed.]
[Note D. Paul's wishing himself ' accursed from Christ.^—Paul wrote under divine inspiration.

How, then, could his words express 'a rash and inconsiderate flight of zeal for God?' Dr. Ridgeley
does not seem quite to relish this view of his wish ; yet he substitutes another which is scarcely less
exceptionable. Paul said, ' Yea, doubtless, I count all things but loss tor the excellency of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ my Lord.' How, then, could he ' be content to be deprived of the com-
fortable sensation of his love, or of many of those fruits and effects of it which the believer enjoys
in the present life ?' Could he have gone thus far, he was in the very frame of mind, and needed to
take but another step, fo be willing to undergo the miseries of perdition. To want a sense of the
divine love, is to want the chief element of spiritual life, and the grand motive to Christian obe-
dience ; and to be willing to endure that want^ would argue an indifference as to both the per-
manency of the divine favour, and the acceleration of personal holiness, which is utterly inconsistent
with the Christian character.

Paul's wish is sufficiently obvious, if we translate his words thus :
' 1 could wish that mvself

were anathema, after the manner of Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to the flesh.'
The word ' anathema,' among both the Jews and the Greeks, denoted a person who was devoted to
destruction for the public safety, or one who was cut off from society and subjected to an ignominious
death for the removal of a calamity. When a pestilence broke out, or any public distress occurred,
one of the lowest or most execrable of the people was selected by authority, pronounced a vile
thing, and doomed to a violent death. Among Greeks, Romans, and Jews, every such person, as
well as every one who, like Achan, deserved to be sacrificed for tlie public good, was called ana-
thema. Now Paul was willing to be esteemed such—he was willing to be treated as a malefactor,
contemned as a despicable being, and led forth to ignominious execution 'after the manner of
Christ.' As •anathema,' lie could not be counted vile, or put to death, forth from or away from
miy one, but by son.e person or after his example. A few codices of the Greek text read '61/
Christ ;• but are not of sufficient number and authority to affect the received reading. The phrase
mta^tfia. art tov X^,,tou may fairly be translated ' anathema after the manner of Christ.' Both un
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in Greek and 'from' in Englisli. as well as tlie rorresponding preposition in other languages, ex-

press as trtilv the relation of n-reiviiig impression, as that of receding or of being repelled. One

object mav lie from another, in the sense of egression, a second in the sense of repiilsion, a third in

the sense of impression or imitation. To say, ' I wish 1 could paint from Titiiin,' is as correct as

to say. ' I wish I were separated from my companions.' In the latter phrase, ' irom' has the sense

of ' forth from ' or ' away from ;' and in the former, it means ' after the manner o(.' Now a person

who was 'anathema' might he in imitation or according to the example of another; but he could

he ' forth from' or ' away from' oidy the community, who repelled him from their society, and on

whose account he was devoted to ignominy and death. Paul * wished to be anathema after the

manner of Christ.' He was willing, in imitation of his blessed Lord, to be counted a vile thing,

and, for the sake of his brethren's good, set apart to ignominious sufferings and destruction.

' Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us ; and we ought to lay

down our lives for the brethren,'—! John iii. 16. Christ, when professedly setting an example to

his disciples, bad said, ' Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life lor his

friends.' John xv. 13. ; and now the apostle, taking up the lesson which his Master taught, and

breathing the spirit which he exemplififd, says, ' I say the truth in Christ, 1 lie not, my conscience

also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness atid continual sorrow in mv
heart, for 1 could wish that myself were anathema after the manner of Christ, for n)y brethren, my
kinsmen according to the flesh.' 'Behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing

the things which shall befall me there: save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, sajing

that bonds and afflictions abide me ; but none of these things move me, neither count I my life

dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which 1 have received

of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God,'—Acts xx. 22—24

—

Ed.]

THE BEING OF GOD.

Question II. How doth it appear that there is a Godf

Answer. The very light of nature in man, and the works of God, declare that there is a God;

but his word and Spirit oidy do sufficiently and effectually reveal him unto men for their salvation.

Why proofs of the being of God should he studied.

Before we enter on the proof of this important doctrine, let it be premised, that

we ought to be able to prove by arguments, or give a reason of our belief, that

there is a God. For,

1. This doctrine is the foundation of all natural and revealed religion. It, there-

fore, must not be received merely by tradition, as though there were no other

reason for our believing it than that others do so, or that we have been instructed

in it from our childhood. To receive it in this manner is unbecoming the dignity and

importance of the subject, and would display great stupidity ; especially as we have

so full and demonstrative evidence in the whole frame of nature,.^in which there

is nothing but what affords an argument to confirm our belief that there is a God.

2. There is a great deal of atheism in our hearts ; by reason of which we are

prone sometimes to call in question the being, perfections, and providence of God.

The devil also frequently injects atheistical thoughts into our minds ; which are a

great affliction to us, and render it necessary that we should use all possible means
tor our being established in this great truth.

3. The abounding of atheism in the world, and the boldness of many in advocating

it, renders it necessary that we should be able to defend the doctrine of the divine

existence, that we may stop the mouths of blasphemers, and so plead the cause of

God, and assert his being and perfections against those that deny them.

4. A firm belief in God's existence wiU greatly tend to establish our faith in those

comfortable truths that arise from our interest in him ; and will give us a more solid

foundation for our hope, as excited by his promises, which receive all their force and
virtue from those perfections which are implied in the idea of a God. It will also

make us set a due value on his works, in which we see a manifestation of his eter-

nal power and Godhead, and are in consequence led to admire him. ' Remember
that thou magnify his work, which men behold. '°

o Job xxxvi. 24.
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Proofs of the being of God.

We shall now consider those arguments, mentioned in this answer, by which the

being of a God may be evinced ; as,

I. The light of nature in man. By this we understand that reason which

he is endowed with ; whereby he is distinguished from, and rendered superior to,

all other creatures in this lower world ; and whereby he is able to observe the con-

nection of things, and their dependence on one another, and ta infer those conse-

quences which may be deduced from thence. The reasoning powers of man, in-

deed, are very much sullied, depraved, and weakened, by our apostacy from God

;

but they are not wholly obliterated ; foi; there are some remains of them, which

are common to all nations,—whereby, without the help of special revelation, it

may be known that there is a God. [See Note E, p. 20.] This respects either

the princi})le of reasoning which we were born with, upon account of which infants

are called intelligent creatures, or the exercise of it in a discursive way, in adults,

who alone are capable to discei*n the truth of God's existence ; and this they do more
or less, in proportion to their natural capacity, as they make advances in the know-
ledge of other things.

Now for the proof of the being of a God from the light of nature, let the follow-

ing propositions be considered in their respective order: 1. There hath been, for

many ages past, a succession of creatures in the world. 2. These creatures could

not make themselves ; for that which is nothing cannot act. If it make itself, it

acts before it exists ; it acts as a creator be lore it exists as a creature : and it must
be, in the same respect, both a cause and an effect, or it must be, and not be, at

the same time,—than which nothing can be more absurd. 3. These creatures could

not make one another ; for to create something out of nothing, or out of matter
altogether unfit to be made into what is produced out of it, is to act above the nat-

ural powers of the creature, and contrary to the fixed laws of nature. Creation,

therefore, is too great a work for a creature, who can do nothing but in a natural

way ;
just as an artificer, though he can build a house with fit materials, cannot

make these materials out of nothing, or build the house with materials unfit for

his purpose, as water, fire, air, &c. All creatures act within their own sphere,

that is, in a natural way ; but creation is a supei'natural work, and too great for a
creature to perform ; therefore, creatures cannot be supposed to have made one an-

other. 4. If it were supposed possible for one creature to make another, then
superiors must have made inferiors ; and so man, or some other intelligent crea-

ture, must have made' the world. But where is the creature that ever pretended
to such power or wisdom as to be called the ' Creator of the ends of the earth ?

'

5. If any creature could make himself or other creatures of the same species, why did
he not preserve himself? for he that can give being to himself, can certainly conti-

nue himself in being ;—or why did he not make himself more perfect ? why did he
make himself, and other creatures of the same species, in such a condition that

they are always indigent, or stand in need of support from other creatures ? Or
further, supposing the creature made himself, and all other things, how comes it

to pass that no one knows much of himself comparatively, or of other things? Does
not he that makes things understand them ? Man therefore could not make him-
self, or other creatures. It follows from hence, that there must be a God, who is

the first cause of all tilings, necessarily existing, and not depending on the will of

another, and by whose power all things exist. ' Of him, and through him, and to

him, are all things.' p ' In him we live, and move, and have our being.' i [See
Note F, p. 23.]

Thus much concerning the more general method of reasoning, whereby the light

of nature evinces the being of a God. We proceed to consider more particularly,

II. llow the being of God may be proved from his works. The cause is known by
its effects ; since, therefore, as was but now observed, creatures could not produce
themselves, they must have been created by one who is not a creature. Now if

p Rom. xi. 36. q Acts xvii. 28.
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there be no medium between God and the creature, or between infinite and finite,

between a self-existent or underived and a derived being ; and if all creatures ex-

ist, as has been shown, by the will and power of their Creator, and so are finite and
dependent ; then it follows, that there is one from whom they derived their being,,

and on whom they depend for all things,—and that is God. This is usually illus-

trated by a similitude : Suppose we were cast on an unknown island, and there •

saw houses built but no men to inhabit them, should we not conclude there had
been some there that built them? Could the stones and timber put themselves in-

to the form in which they are? Or could the beasts of the field, that are without

understanding, build them ? Or when we see a curious piece of workmanship, as a
watch or a clock, perform all its motions in a regular way, can we think tliat the

wheels came together by chance ? or should we not conclude that it was made by
one of sufiicient skill to frame them and put them together in order, and give mo-
tion to them ? ' Shall the clay say to him that fashioned it, What makest thou ?

or thy work. He hath no hands ?'""

This leads us to consider the wisdom of God as apparent in his works, and as de-

monstrating his being. This the Psalmist mentions with admiration :
' Lord, how

manifold are thy works 1 in wisdom hast thou made them all.'^ When we see letters

put together, which make words or sentences containing the greatest sense, and the

ideas expressed by them joined together in the most beautiful order, should we not

conclude that some man, equal to the work, had put them together ? Even so the wis-

dom that shines forth in all the parts of the creation, proves that there is a God.
This appears in the exact harmony and subserviency of one part of the creation to

another. ' 1 will hear, saith the Lord; I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear

the earth ; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil ; and they
shall hear Jezreel.'* One part of this frame of nature ministers to another. Thus
the sun and other heavenly bodies, give light to the world,—which would be no better

than a cave or dungeon withoutthem ; and afibrd life and influence to plants and trees

;

and maintain the life of all living creatures. The clouds send down rain that mois-

tens the earth, and makes it fruitful ; and this is not perpetual, so as to destroy it

;

nor is it poured forth by whole oceans together, but by small drops. ' He maketh
small the drops of water; they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof.'"

The moist places of the earth, and the sea, supply the clouds with water, that they
may have a sufiicient store of rain. The air fans and refreshes the earth, and is

necessary for the growth of all things, and for maintaining the life and health of

the earth's inhabitants. This subserviency of one thing to another is without their

own design or contrivance,—for they are not endowed with understanding or wiU

;

neither doth it depend on the will of the creature. The sun doth not enlighten or

give warmth to the world, or the clouds or air refresh the earth, at our pleasure ;

and therefore they are all subject to the order and direction of one who is the God
of nature, who commands the sun, and it shineth, and the clouds to give rain at

his pleasure. It is he who gave their regular motion to the heavenly bodies, and
who, by his wisdom, fixed and continues the various seasons of the year, summer
and winter, seed-time and harvest, day and night, and every thing that tends to

the beauty and harmony of nature. Hence these curious and never-enough-to-be-
admired works, plainly declare that there is a God. This is described with unpar-
alleled elegance of style :

' Out of the south cometh the whirlwind ; and cold out
of the north. By the breath of God, frost is given ; and the breadth of the waters
is straitened. Also by watering he wearieth the thick cloud ; he scattereth his

bright cloud. Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works
of him which is perfect in knowledge ? how thy garments are warm, when he
quieteth the earth by the south-wind ?

'^

But that we may further evince the truth of the divine existence, we shall prove
it by a series of arguments. And
L The being of God appears from the constitution or condition of those creatures

that are endowed with a lower kind of life than man.
1. No creature can produce a fly or even the smallest insect, but according to the

r Isa. xlv. 9. s Psal. civ. 24. t IIos. ii. 21, 22. u Job xxxvi. 27. x Job xxxvii. 9, &c.
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fixed laws o:^ nature ; and that which we call life, or the principle of their respective

motion and actions, none but a God can give. His being, therefore, is plainly

proved, from all living creatures below man, which are subservient, many of them,

to one another, and all to man, and that not by our ordering, but by God's.

2. The natural instinct of living creatures by which every one acts according to

*its kind, and some of the smallest produce things that no human art can imitate,

plainly proves the being of a God. Thus the bird, in building its nest ; the spider,

in framing its web ; the bee, in providing stoi-e-houses for its honey ; the ant, in

making those provisions which it lays up in summer against winter ; the silk-worm

in providing clothing for man, and in being transformed into various shapes ; and
many others of the smaller sort of creatures, in their various wonderful ways of

acting without the exercise of reason or design,—all prove the being of God,

3. The greater, fiercer, or more formidable sort of living creatures, as the lion, the

tiger, and other beasts of prey, are so constituted, that they flee from man, whom
they could easily devour, and avoid those cities and places which men inhabit, that

so we may dwell safely. They are not chased into the woods by us ; but these are

allotted, as the places of their residence, by the God of nature.

4. Those living creatures that are most useful to man, and so subject to him, as

the horse, the camel, and many others, know not their own strength or power, to

resist or rebel against him. This is ordered by infinite wisdom. And there are

many other instances of a like nature, all of which are very strong arguments to

prove that there is a God, whose glory shines forth in all his works.

II. The being of God appears from the structure of human bodies, in regard to

which we are said to be ' fearfully and wonderfully made ;' and which, if it be ab-

stractly considered, without regard to the fixed course and laws of nature, exceeds

the power and skill of all creatures, and can be no other than the workmanship of

a God, and therefore is a demonstration of his being and perfections. No man
ever pretended to give a specimen of his skill in constructing a human body. The
finest statuaries or limners, who have given pictures or representations of human
bodies, have not pretended to give life or motion to them ; in this their skill is

baffled. The wisest men in the world have confessed their ignorance as to how
human bodies arc formed,—how they are framed in their first rudiments, pre-

served and grow to perfection in the womb,—and how they are increased, nourished,

and continued in their health, strength, and vigour, for many years. The struc-

ture of the human frame has made the inquiries of the most thoughtful men
issue in admiration ; and we may see plainly displayed in it the power and wis-

dom of God.
Here it may be observed, that there are several things very wonderful in the

structure of human bodies, which farther evince this truth. As, 1. The organs of

sense and speech. 2. The circulation of the blood, and the preservation of natural
heat for many years together ; of which there is no instance but in living creatures.

Even fire will consume and waste itself by degrees, and all things into which heat
has only been diffused will soon grow cold ; but the natural heat of the body of

man is preserved in it as long as life is continued. 3. The continual supply of ani-

mal spirits, and their subserviency to sense and motion. 4. The nerves ; which,
though small as tlireads, and all tending to convey strength and motion to the body,
remain unbroken. 5. The situation of the parts in their most proper place. The
internal parts, which would be ruined and destroyed if exposed to the same injuries

as the external ones, are secured in proper enclosures, and in consequence preserved.
' Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, and hast fenced me with bones and sin-

ews.'* 6. The disposal of the various parts of the body so as to be fitted for their

respective uses ; all being situated in those places which are best adapted to the per-

formance of their proper functions. 7. The diversity of features in human bodies
;

which is so great that we can see scarcely two persons in all respects alike. It is

wonderful, and is clearly the result of divine wisdom ; for even this is necessary
for society, and for our performing the duties which we owe to one another. 8. The
union of the body with the soul, which is of a very different nature. This

a Job X. 11.
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union can never be sufficiently admired or accounted for ; but gives us occasion to

own a superior, infinitely wise being. This leads us to observe that,

III. The being of God appears from the nature of the ^oul of man. God is said

to have ' formed the spirit of man within him.'^ And hereby his power and

wisdom, and consequently his being, are declared. For,

1. The nature of a spiritual substance is much less known than that of bodies ;

and that which we cannot fully understand, we must admire. If the wisdom and

power of God is visible in the structure of our bodies, it is much more so in the

formation of our souls ; and since we cannot fully describe what they are, and

know little of them but by their effects, certainly we could not form them ;—and

therefore there is a God, who is 'the Father of spirits.'

2. The powers and capacities of the soul are various, and very extensive. The soul

can frame ideas of things superior to its own nature, and can employ itself in contem-

plating and beholding the order, beauty, and connection of all those things in the

world which are, as it were, a book, in which we may read the divine perfections,

and improve them to the best purposes. It takes in the vast compass of things

past, which it can reflect on and remember with satisfaction or regret ; and it can

look forward to things to come, which it can anticipate with pleasure or uneasiness.

It can choose or embrace what is good, or flee from and reject what is evil and

hurtful. It is capable of moral government, of conducting itself according to the

principles of reason, and according to rules enjoined it for the attaining of the

highest end. It is capable of religion ; and in consequence can argue that there

is a God, and give him the glory that is due to his name, and be happy in the en-

joyment of him. It is immortal, and therefore cannot be destroyed by any crea-

ture ; for none but God has an absolute sovereignty over the spirits of men. ' No
man hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit ; neither hath he power in the

day of death. '•=

IV. The being of God appears from the nature and office of conscience ; which is

that whereby the soul takes a view of itself, and its own actions, as good or evil,

and considers itself as under a law to a superior being, from whom it expects re-

wards or punishments. This evidently proves that there is a God. For,

1. Conscience is often distressed or comforted by its reflection on those actions

which no man on earth can know. Now when it fears punishment for those crimes

which come not under the cognizance of human laws, its uneasiness and its dread

of punishment, plainly discover that it is apprehensive of a divine being, who has

been offended, whose wrath and resentment it fears. All the endeavours that men
can use to bribe, blind, or stupify their consciences are unavailing. The sad ap-

prehension of deserved punishment, from one whom they conceive to know all

things, even the most secret crimes, makes persons uneasy, whether they will or

not. Whithersoever they flee, or what amusement soever they betake themselves

to, conscience will stiU follow them with its accusations and its dread of the divine

wrath. ' The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest.'"^ ' A dreadful

sound is in his ears ; in prosperity the destroyer shall come upon him.'*' ' Terrors

take hold of him as waters ; a tempest stealeth him away in the night ; the east

wind carrieth him away, and he departeth, and, as a storm, hurleth him out of his

place ; for God shall cast upon him, and not spare ; he would fain flee out of his

hand. '
^ 'The wicked flee when no man pursueth. ' ^ And this is universal. There

are none who are not, some time or other, liable to fears arising from self-reflection,

and the dictates of conscience. The most advanced circumstances in the world

will not fortify against them or deliver from them. ' As Paul reasoned of righte-

ousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled.'^ Even Pharaoh
himself, the most hard-hearted sinner in the world, who would gladly have forced

a belief upon himself that there is no God, and boldly said, ' Who is the Lord, that

I should obey him ?' even he could not ward off the conviction which his own con-

science suggested, that there is a God. Hence he was forced to say, ' I have sin-

ned this time ; the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.'^ And

b Zecli. xii. 1. c Eccles. viii. 8. d Isa. Ivii. 20. e Job xv. 21.

t Job xxvii. 20—22. g Prov. xxviii. 1. h Acts xxiv. 25. i Exod. ix. 27.
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indeed all the pleasure that anj can take in the world, -who give themselves up to

the most luxurious waj of living, cannot prevent their trembling, when conscience

suggests some things terrible to them for their sins. Thus respecting Belshazzar,

when he had made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and when, in the midst
of his jollity and drinking wine, he saw the finger of a man's hand upon the wall, it

is said, ' The king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him ; so

that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.'^

Thus there are dictates of conscience, which make men very uneasj, and which
force, wicked men to own that there is a God, whether they will or not. But,

2. Good men have frequently such serenity of mind and peace of conscience, as
affords them farther conviction that there is a God. This indeed is a privilege

enjoyed by those who have the light of scripture-revelation, and so might have been
considered under a following head

;
yet in connection with the argument which has

been just stated, it may properly be introduced here as a proof of the being of a
God. For, 1. This composure of mind abides under all the troubles and disappoint-
ments which good men meet with in the world. Those things which tend to dis-

turb the peace of other men, do not so much affect them. ' He shall not be afraid

of evil tidings; his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.'' And as this peace
abides under all the troubles of life ; so it does not leave them, but is sometimes
more abundant, when they draw nigh to death. 2. It is a regular and orderly peace,
accompanied with grace ; so that conscience is most quiet when the soul is most
holy. This shows that there is a hand of God in working or speaking this peace

;

as designing thereby to encourage and own that grace which he has wrought in
good men. Thus ' the God of hope' is said ' to fill us with all joy and peace in be-
lieving.'™ 3. Though men labour ever so much after this peace, they can never attain
it without a divine intimation, or God's speaking peace to their souls ; and when he is

pleased, for wise ends, to withdraw from them, they are destitute of it. God, there-
fore, is known by his works, or by those influences of his grace whereby he gives
peace to the conscience.

Y. The being of God appears from those vast and boundless desires which are
implanted in the soul. These are such that it can take up its rest, and meet with
full satisfaction, in nothing short of a being of infinite perfection. There must,
therefore, be such a being ; and he is God. This will further appear if we consider,
that though the soul, at present, be entertained and meets with some satisfaction
in creature-enjoyments, yet it still craves and desires more, of what kind soever
they be ; and the reason is, that they are not commensurate to its desires. ' The
eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with hearing.'" 'That which is want-
ing cannot be numbered. '° Now we cannot rationally suppose that such boundless
desires should be implanted in the soul, while there is nothing sufficient to satisfy
them

; for then the most excellent creature in this lower world would be, in some
respects, more miserable than creatures of a lower order, which obtain their
ultimate desire. The Psalmist, speaking of the brute creatures, says, ' They are
filled with good;'P that is, they have all that they crave. There must there-
fore be a being who is infinitely good, and who can satisfy, in their utmost extent,
the boundless desires of the human soul ; and that being is God, the fountain of
all blessedness.

VI. The being of God appears from the consent of all nations. That which all

mankind agree in, must be founded in the nature of man ; and that which is found-
ed in the nature of man, is evident from the light of nature. It is true, there are
many who have, as the apostle says, thus 'known God, who have not worshipped
and glorified him as God, but have been vain in their imaginations, and have
changed the truth of God into a lie; and worshipped and served the creature more
than the Creator, 'i But it does not follow, that the heathen, who were guilty of
idolatry, had no notion of a God in general. Tlie apostle's words seem to teach
that there is something in the nature of men wliich suggests that they ought to
worship some divine being, and that they did service to those who were by nature

k Dan. v. 6. 1 Psal. cxii. 7, in Rom. xv. 13. ii Eccles. i. 8.
o Eccles. i. 15.

,, p,al. riv. 28. q Rom. i. 21, 25.



THE BEING OF GOD. J '»

no Gods, because they could not, by the light of nature, sufficiently know the true>

Deity. This proves, however, that they were not wholly destitute of some ideas of

a God ; which, therefore, are common to all mankind. Accordingly, all ancient

history sufficiently discovers that men, in all ages, have owned and worshipped
something that they called a God, though they knew not the true God. The Hea-
thens themselves, also, as may easily be understood from their own writings,

reckoned atheism a detestable crime, because contrary to the light of nature ; and
some of them have asserted that there is no nation in the world so barbarous and
void of reason, as to have no notion of a God. We may consider, likewise, that

no changes in the world, or in the circumstances of men, no changes in the exter-

nal modes of worship, or in those things which have been received by tradition,

have, in any instance, erased or altered the conviction, that there is a God. The
being of a God, therefore, may be proved by the consent of all nations.

It is objected to this reasoning, that there have been some speculative atheists

in the world. History, it is said, gives us an account of such persons, and informs
us also, that there are some whole countries in Africa and America where there is

no worship, and, as appears to us, no notion of a God. Now, though history does
furnish us with instances of persons who have been deemed atheists, yet their num-
ber has been very inconsiderable ; so that it will not follow, that the idea of a God
is not, some way or other, impressed upon the heart of man. Might it not as

well be said, that, because some children are born idiots, reason is not natural to

man, or universal ? Besides, they who bear the character of atheists in ancient
history, and such as, by their conversation, appear to be atheists in our day, are
rather practical atheists than speculative. We do not deny, that, in all ages,

many have asserted, and have pretended to prove, that there is no God ; but it is

plain that they discover, at times, such fear and distress of conscience, as is suffi-

cient to disprove what they pretend to defend by argument. As to the alleged fact

that there are, in some parts of the world, people so stupid as not to own or worship
a God, this is hard to be proved ; nor have any, who have asserted it, had such
knowledge of their condition as to be able to determine what their sentiments about
this matter are. But suppose the fact were true, nothing could be argued from it

but that such nations are barbarous and brutish,—that though they have the princi-

ple of reason, they do not act like reasonable creatures. It is sufficient for our pur-
pose to assert, that all men who act like reasonable creatures, or who argue from
those principles of reason which they are born with, may conclude that there is a
God. It is further objected by atheists that the notion of the being of a God, or
indeed all religion, took its rise from human policy ; that it was a device for re-

straining tlie world from those irregularities which were inconsistent with the well-

being of civil government ; and that it was readily received, and propagated by
tradition, and so by an implicit faith transmitted from one generation to another
among those who inquire not into the reason of what they believe, and was, at the
same time, supported and enforced by the influence of fear. This, though much
in the mouths of atheists, is a vile insinuation, without any shadow of reason, or
show of proof ; and indeed it may be easily disproved. For, I. If the notion of a
God, and religion consequent upon it, were a contrivance of human policy, it must
have been either the invention of one man, or the result of the contrivance of many
convened together to impose on the world. If it was the invention of one man,
who was he ? when and where did he live ? what history gives any account of him?
or when was the world without all knowledge of a deity, and some religion, that
we may know, at least, in what age the contriver of it flourished ? or could the
contrivance of one man be so universally complied with, and yet none pretend to
know who he was, or when he lived ? And if it was the contrivance of a number
of men, how could they possibly have acted together, without their proceedings be-
ing discovered ? or how could the princes of the earth, who must have been at the
liead of the contrivance, have mutual intelligence, or be convened together? By
whose authority did they meet ? or what gave rise to their confederacy ? It is

morally impossible that such a piece of state policy should have been made use of
to deceive the world, and universally prevailed, and yet none in any age ever dis-

covered the imposture. Besides, the princes and great men of the world, who liad
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a hand in it, would certainly have exempted themselves from any obligation to own a
God, or any form of worship, whereby they acknowledge him their superior ; for im-

postors generally design to beguile others, but to exempt themselves from what they

bind them to. If any of the princes or great men of the world, had invented the

opinion that there is a God, and that he is to be worshipped, their pride would have

led them to persuade the world that they were gods themselves, and ought to be

worshipped. They would never have included themselves in the obligation to own
a subjection to God, if the notion of a God had, for political ends, been invented

by them. How, too, if belief in the being of a God was invented by human policy,

came it to be universally received by the world? It is certain that it was not pro-

pagated by persecution ; for though there has been persecution to enforce particular

modes of worship, yet there never was any to enforce the belief of a God. If, then,

this belief was not propagated by force, or spread through the world by fraud,

what are those arts which are pretended to have been used to propagate it ? It

took its rise, say atheists, from human policy ; but the politicians are not known,
nor the arts found out, which they used to persuade the world that there is a God.
How unreasonable is the objection, or rather cavil, against a deity, that it was the

result of human policy ! 2. The belief of a God was not propagated in the world
merely by tradition, and so received by implicit faith. Notions that have been
received with implicit faith by tradition, are not pretended to be proved by reason.

But the belief of a God is founded on the highest reason, so that if no one in the

world believed it besides myself, I am bound to believe it, or else must no longer

lay claim to that reason which is natural to mankind, and should show myself
rather a brute than a man. Schemes of religion, too, that were propagated mere-
ly by tradition, have, in no instance, been universally received. But the belief of

a God has universally prevailed. Moreover, if this belief was spread by tradition,

why was not the mode of worship settled, that so there might be but one reli-

gion in the world? The reason is, that the heathen received their respective

modes of worship by tradition, which respects only particular nations, or a particu-

lar set of men ; whereas the belief of a God is rooted in the nature of man.
Whatever, besides, has been received only by tradition, has not continued in

the world in all the turns, changes, and overthrow of particular nations that

received it. But the belief of a God has continued in the world throughout
all ages and changes ; and therefore is founded not in tradition, but in the light

of nature. 3. The belief of a God could not take its rise merely from fear of

punishment, which men expected would be inflicted by him ; though that is a
strong argument to establish us in it. Liability to punishment for crimes com-
mitted, supposes that there is a God, who is offended by sin, and from whom
punishment is expected ; and as the eflPect cannot give being to the cause, so fear

could not be the first ground and reason of the belief of a God. Moreover, the

principal idea which men have of God, and that which is most natural to us, is

that of an infinitely amiable object,—a being of infinite goodness :
' God is love ;'"

and we conceive of him as the spring of all we enjoy and hope for. But as for

fear, that is only what arises in the breasts of wicked men, and is founded in the

secondary ideas we have of him,—namely, as being offended, and as taking ven-
geance. Now they only who offend him are afraid of his vengeance ; and the

sentiments of the worst of men are not to be our rule in judging concerning the

being of a God. If these believe that there is a God, only because they fear him,
others believe him to be the fountain of all blessedness, and as such they love him.
Therefore, the ideas that men have of the being of a God did not take their rise

from fear.

VII. The being of God appears from the works of providence. Providence is that
which governs the world, preserves it from returning to its original nothing, and
supplies all creatures with tliose things that their respective natures or necessities

require. Creatures could no more provide for themselves than they could make
themselves ; and he that provides all things for them is God. All finite beings
Lave their respective wants, whether they arc aware of them or not ; and he must

r 1 John iv. 8.
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be all-sufficient or divine "who can fill or supply the necessities of all things. Thus

the Psalmist speaks of God as supplying the necessities of 'beasts and creeping

things;' who are said to 'wait upon him, that he may give them their meat in

due season. '
* But more particularly,

1. The being of God appears from the extraordinary dispensations of providence

when things happen contrary to the common course and fixed laws of nature, as

when miracles have been wrought. These are undeniable proofs of the being of a

God ; for when they are performed, a check or stop is put to the course of nature, and

its fixed order or laws are controlled or inverted,—and this none but he who is the

God and Author of nature can do. To deny that miracles have been wrought, is little

better than scepticism ; since the reality of them hath been proved by the most
unquestionable testimony, contained not only in scripture but in other writings, and

is confessed even by those who deny the principal things designed to be confirmed

by them. It is true, they were never wrought with an immediate design to prove

that there is a God, since that is sufficiently demonstrated without them ; but in-

asmuch as they have been wrought with other views, the being of a God, whose
immediate power has been exerted in them, appears beyond all contradiction.

2. The being of God appears also from the common dispensations of providence,

which we daily behold and experience. These we call common, because they con-

tain nothing miraculous, or contrary to the laws of nature. They are nevertheless

wonderful, and have in them the traces and footsteps of infinite wisdom and sover-

eignty, and therefore prove that there is a God. For it cannot otherwise be ac-

counted for, that so many things which are altogether unlooked for, should befall us or

others in the world. Thus one is cast down, and a blast thrown on all his endea-

vours ; and another is raised beyond his expectation. ' Promotion cometh neither

from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge ; he
putteth down one, and setteth up another.'* The wisest and best concerted schemes

of men are often baffled, and brought to nought, by some unexpected occurrence of

providence ; and this also argues a divine control. Thus God says, ' I will de-

stroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the

prudent.''^ And who is it that can turn the counsels of men into foolishness, but
an infinitely wise God?

3. The being of God appears from his providing for the necessities of all living.

There is a natural instinct, in all creatures, to take care of and provide for their

young, before these are capable of providing for themselves. This is observable

not only in mankind, as the prophet says, ' Can a woman forget her sucking child?'*

but also in the lower sort of creatures. Even those which are naturally most fierce

and savage, provide for their young with extraordinary diligence ; and they some-
times neglect and almost starve themselves to provide for them, and endanger their

own lives to defend them. They bring forth their young at the most convenient

season of the year,—when the springing grass begins to supply them with food,

—

when the fowls of the air may get a livelihood by picking up the seed that is sown,

and not covered by the earth,—and when the trees begin to put forth their fruits

to supply and feed them. A large class of them are provided, too, with the breast, the

paps, the udder, replenished with milk ; and there is a natural instinct in their

young, to desire their appropriate nourishment. Many of the beasts of the field

are furnished also with weapons for their defence ; others have a natural swiftness

to escape from danger ; and the feeble have provided for them holes and caverns in

the earth to secure them from pursuit. Xow these provisions cannot be the effect

of mere chance, but are all evident proofs of the being of a God.

Providence is, in a peculiar manner, concerned for the supply of man, the no-

blest of all creatures in the world. ' lie givetli food to all flesh. '^ ' Thou preservest

man and beast. '^ The earth is stored with variety of food. And though the poor, or

greater part of mankind, cannot purchase those far-fetched or costly dainties which
are the support of luxury, they may, by their industry, provide that food with which
the earth is plentifully stored, and which maintains life and health as weU as the

s Psal. civ. 25, 27 ; Psal. cxlv. 15, 16. t Psal. Ixxv. 6, 7.

u 1 Cor. i. 19. X Isa xlix. 15 y Psal. cxxxvi. 25. z Psal. xxxvi. S.

I. C
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luxuries of the rich, who fare deliciouslj every day ; and if their families increase,

and a greater number is to be provided for, they generally have a supply in pro-

portion to their increasing number. Providence also has stored the earth with vari-

ous medicines, and given skill to men to use them as a relief against the many sick-

nesses that we are exposed to. All these things, and innumerable other instances

that might be given, argue the care and bounty, and consequently prove the being

of God, whose 'tender mercies are over all his works.'

Providence provides likewise for the safety of man, against those things that

threaten his ruin. Things which are the greatest blessings of nature, would be

destructive, were there not a providence. The sun that enlightens and cherishes

the world by its heat and influence, would be of no advantage were it situated at

too great a distance, and would burn it up if it were too near. The sea would

bring a deluge on the earth and swallow it up, if God had not, by his decree, fixed

it within certain bounds, and made the shore an enclosure to it, and said, ' Hitherto

shalt thou go, and no farther.' The elements, though advantageous to us by their

due temperature and mixture, would otherwise be destructive. The various hum
ours and jarring principles in our bodies would tend to destroy us, were they not

tempered and disposed by the God of nature for the preservation of life and
health. The wild beasts would destroy us, had not God put the fear and dread of

man into them, or, at least, caused them not to desire to be where men live,—the

forests and desert places, remote from cities, being allotted for them. Some crea-

tures would be destructive to men, by the increase of their number, did they not

devour one another; and insects would destroy the fruits of the earth, did not

one season of the year help forward their destruction, as another tends to breed

them. Men themselves, by reason of their contrary tempers and interests, and that

malice and envy which is the consequence of our apostacy, would destroy one an-

other, if there were not a providence that restrains them, and gives a check to that

wickedness that is natural to them, and thus keeps the world in a greater measure
of peace than it would otherwise possess. Hence, the Psalmist says, ' Surely the

wrath of man shall praise thee ; the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.'*

It is objected by atheists, against the being of a God, that the wicked are ob-

served to prosper in the world, and the righteous are oppressed. This objection

the Psalmist was almost overcome by. ' My feet,' says he, 'were almost gone, my
steps had well nigh slipped ; for I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosper-

ity of the wicked.'^ In answer to this objection, let it be observed, 1. That the idea

of infinite sovereignty is included in that of a God ; so that the distribution of good and
evil, if made at any time without regard to the deserts of men, argues the sovereignty

of providence, and therefore proves that there is a God, who gives no account of his

matters, but has an absolute right to do what he will with his own, 2. There is a dis-

play of infinite wisdom in these dispensations of providence. The good man is made
better by aflliction, and experiences inconsequence the kindness and care of providence

;

and the wicked man is forced to own, by his daily experience, that all the outward bless •

ings he enjoys in this world cannot make him easy or happy, or be a sufficient portion

for him. 3. Outward prosperity does not prevent or remove inward remorse, or terror

of conscience, which embitters the joys of the wicked. ' A dreadful sound is in his

ears; in prosperity the destroyer shall come upon him.''' ' Even in laughter the

heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness.''' And on the other

hand, outward trouble in the godly is not inconsistent with spiritual joy and inward
peace ; which are more than a balance for all the distresses they labour under.
It is said, ' The heart knoweth his own bitterness, and a stranger doth not inter-

meddle with his joy.' ^ ' He shall be satisfied from himself.'^ 4. When we deter-

mine a person happy or miserable, we are not to judge of things according to their

present appearance, but are to consider the end of circumstances, since every thing
is well that ends well. Thus the Psalmist, who, as was before observed, was stag-
gered at the prosperity of the wicked, had his faith established, by considering the
different events of things. Concerning the wicked, he says, ' Thou didst set them

a Psal. Ixxvi. 10. b Psiil. Ixxiii. 2, 3. c Job xv. 21.
'1 Frov. xiv. 13. e Prov. xiv. 10. i Piov. xiv. U.
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in slippery places ; tliou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought

into desolation as in a moment ! tlicy are utterly consumed with terrors. As a
dream when one awaketh ; so, Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their

image. 's This is a very beautiful expression, representing all their happiness as

imaginary, a vain dream, and such as is worthy to be contemned. But as for tlie

righteous, he represents them as under the special protection and guidance of God
here, and as at last received to glory, there to enjoy him as their everlasting portion.

VIII. The being of a God appears from the foretelling of future events, which
have come to pass according to the predictions. For,

1. No creature can, by his own wisdom or sagacity, foretell future contingent

events with an infallible knowledge, or otherwise than by mere conjecture. ' Show
the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know "that ye are gods.'^ Our
knowledge reaches no farther than to see effects, and judge of them in and by their

causes. Thus we may easily foretell that necessary causes wiU produce those effects

that are agreeable to their nature ; but when the effects are not necessary but con-

tingent, or purely arbitrary, we have nothing to judge by, and cannot come to the

knowledge of things future, without an intimation of them given us by Him who
orders and disposes of all things. Hence to foretell things to come in this sense, is

an evident proof of the being of God.
2. That there have been predictions of contingent events, and that the things

foretold have come to pass, is very obvious from scripture ; and if it be highly rea-

sonable to believe that which is so well-attested as scripture is, we are bound to

conclude that there is a God. But since we are arguing, at present, with those

who deny a God, and consequently all scripture-revelation, we will only suppose

that they whom we contend with will allow that some predictions of contingent

events have been made and fulfilled ; and then it will follow, that these could have
been made in no other way but by intimation from one who is omniscient,—and
that is God. [See note G, p. 23.]

Having considered how the being of God is proved by the light of nature and by
the works of God, we shall proceed to show how it appears from scripture ; as it is

observed in this answer, that ' the word and Spirit only do sufficiently and effectu-

ally reveal him unto men for their salvation.' The arguments hitherto laid down
are directed more especially to those who are not convinced that there is a God,
and consequently deny the divine origin of scripture. But this argument supposes

a conviction of both. It must not, however, be supposed unnecessary ; for as wo
are often exposed to temptations which, though they may not lead us peremp-
torily to deny that there is a God, may tend to stagger our faith, we may desire

some evidence of God's being and perfections additional to what the light of nature
affords,—and this we have in the scriptures. In these the glory of God shines forth

with the greatest lustre ; and they furnish an account of works more glorious than
those of nature,—works included in the way of salvation by a Mediator. The
light of nature proves, indeed, that there is a God ; but the word of God discovers
him to us as a reconciled God and Father to all who believe, and is also accom-
panied in their experience with internal convictions of this truth which ai'e produced
by the influence of the Holy Spirit, and with evidences of it which consist in his pe-
culiar gifts and graces. It is well observed, therefore, that only that knowledge of

the being of God which is derived from the scriptures, is sufficient and effectual to

salvation. The knowledge of God which may be attained by the light of nature
is sufficient, indeed, in some measure, to restrain our corrupt passions ; and it is

conducive to the peace and welfare of civil society : it affords some conviction of
sin, and, in some respects, leaves men without excuse, and renders their condem-
nation less aggravated than that of those who sin against the gospel light. Still it

is insufficient to salvation ; since it is a truth of universal extent, that there is sal-

vation in no other than Christ,^ and that it 'is life eternal to know' not only the
true God, but ' Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent,'''—and this can be known, not by
the light of nature, but only by divine revelation.

g Psal. IxxiiL '8—20. h Isa. xli. 23. i Acts iv. 12. k John xvii. 3.
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This leads us to consider in what respect the knowledge of God, as it is contained
in and derived from scripture, is sufficient to salvation. Here we do not assert the
sufficiency of this knowledge exclusive of the aids of divine grace, so as to oppose
the word to the Spirit. It is said, in this answer, that the word and Spirit of God
alone can reveal him to men sufficiently to their salvation. The word is a suffi-

cient rule, so that we need no other to be a standard of our faith, and to direct us
in the way to eternal life ; but it is the Spirit that enables us to regard, under-
stand, and apply this rule, and to walk according to it. These two are not to be
separated. The Spirit doth not save any without the word ; and the word is not
ett'ectual to salvation, unless made so by the Spirit.

That nothing short of scripture-revelation is sufficient to salvation, will appear,
if we compare it with the natural knowledge we have of God. For, 1. Thouo-h
tlie light of nature shows us that there is a God, it doth not fully display his per-
fections and character, as they are manifested in scripture ; wherein God is beheld
in the face of Christ. It doth not discover any thing of the doctrine of a Trinity
of persons in the divine essence, who are equally the object of faith ; nor doth it
give us any intimation of Christ, as the Lord our righteousness, in whom we obtain
forgiveness of sins. These truths are known only by scripture-revelation. And
since the knowledge of them is necessary to salvation, we are bound to conclude
that the scripture alone is sufficient to lead to it. 2. Though the light of nature sug-
gests that God is to be worshipped, yet there is an instituted way of worshipping
him, which depends wholly on divine revelation. And since the observance ot this
is necessary, it proves the necessity of scripture. 3. There is no salvation without
communion with God : he that does not enjoy him here, shall not enjoy him here-
after. Now the enjoyment of God is attained by faith, which is founded on scrip-
ture. Thus the Apostle says, ' That which we have seen and heard, declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. '^

But it is one thing to say, that the knowledge of God, which is derived from
scripture, is suffiicent to salvation in an objective way,—that is, that it is a suffi-
cient rule to lead us to salvation ; and another thing to say, that it is made eflFec-
tual thereunto. AVe are now, therefore, to inquire when the doctrines contained in
scripture arc made effectual to salvation. And they are made so not by the skill
or wisdom of men representing them in their truest light, nor by all the power of
reasoning which we are capable of, without the aids of divine grace, but only by the
Holy Spirit. And tliis he does, 1. By the internal illumination of the mind,—
giving a 'spiritual discerning' of divine truth, which, as the apostle says, the
' natural man receiveth not.'"> And this is called, ' a shining into our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ.'" 2.
By subduing the obstinate will of man, and so enabling it to yield a ready, cheer-
ful, and universal obedience to the divine commands contained in scripture ; and,
in particular, inclining it to own Christ's authority as King of saints, and to say as
converted Paul did, ' Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?'" 3. By exciting in us
holy desires after God and Christ, and a very high esteem and value for divine
truth

;
by removing all those prejudices which there are in our minds against the

word
;
and by opening and enlarging our hearts to receive it, and to comply with all

Its commands. Thus the ' Lord opened the lieart of Lydia, that she attended to
the things that were spoken of Paul.'P And David prays, ' Open thou mine eyes,
that I may Ixliold wondrous things out of thy law. that my ways were directed
to keep thy statutes !

' i

1 1 John i. 3. m I Cor. ii. 14. ii 2 Cor. iv. 6.
o Acts ix. fj. p Acts xvi. 14. q Psal. cxix. 18. compared with v. 5.
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theory. That man has a capacity of nason, or even a conscience or moral sense, no more proves

that he is born with a theological idea, than that he has eyes and ears and all the mechanism and
capacity of perception, proves that he is born with the idea ol towns aiul landscapes, of noise and
symphonies.
But does Dr. Ridgeley mean by * the light of nature,' a power in man to infer religious truths from

the appearances of design and wisdom in the universe? Then, what nation, or u hat individual,

ever success'ully used this power? what nation, or what individual, ever discovered, ' without the

aid of special revelation,' that there is a God ? Man unquestionably lias capacity to see, in the

pliysical phenomena around him, many evidences of 'the eternal power and Godhead' of Deity,

irlun they are pointed out to him (Rom. i. 19, 'JO.) ; but lias he, in any instance, detected them by

his unaided reason? or has he even, by his own effort, conquered u strong natural disinclination

either to look at them, or to receive the truth \>hich they evince? Man, in his natural concition,

is unwilling to know God. Even after the fact of the divine existence is communicated to him, he
' dois not like to retain God in his knowledge,'—Rom. i. 28. The whole ancient heathen world
' walked in vanity of mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of

God tlirou^h the ignorance that was in them, because of the blindness of their hearts,'— Eph. iv.

17, 18.' They were naturally or constitutionally characterized by alienation from God, by dark-

ness, bv ignorance, by blindness of heart ; and though they received many intimations of the divine

existence, and not a tew details as to even his character, works, and will, 'they glorilied him not as

God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and changed his glory into an
• image made like to ( orruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, ami creeping things,'

—

Rom. i. "21

—

'IS. Now if man is constitutionally a hater of the idea of God,— if he is averse to in-

quire after it,—if, when it is communicated to him, he likes not to retain it, and transmutes and
mollifies it into the idea of a mere creature ; on what principle of consistency, or by what law of

probability, can he be supposed capable of making an original conception of God, or of effecting a

discovery of his existence?

As regards both the being of God, and all other subjects embraced by what is usually staled

'natural religion,' there were pristine revelations made to the whole world. Duiiiig the entire

period from the fall of Adam till the death of Jacob, there were living among men some individuals

who received oracles from heaven, and multitudes who had been instructed by either these men or

their predecessoi's. lievelation was probably not less abundant among mankind at large previously

to the call of Abraham, than in the Hebrew commonwealth subsequent to the death of Closes ; or

it not so lull, or in so fixed a form, it was at least as frequently made, and as extensively communi-
cated. The antediluvians sank into corruption, and the people of the patriarihal age into poly-

theism, not from any deficiency in supernatural instruction, but from that strong constitutional

enmity against God which frequently seduced the Israelites themselves—seduced them even amid
the prodigies of the revelation from Sinai—into debasing idolatry. Nothing—not even line upon
line, and precept upon precept of supernatural instruction—could keep God's own peculiar people
from sinking into practical atheism, without the aid of constant divine guardianship, of occasional

miracles, and of frequent national chastisements. The universal idolatry of other nations is hence
a proof that all had received revelation, and that all were averse to the lessons which it taught : it

exhibits them as exactly in the position wliich the Israelites, after being well-instructeU from
heaven, would again and again have permanently occupied, had they not been reclaimed by special

divine interference. If then, amid the abounding light of revelation in the patiiarchal age, and
amid the special, miraculous light of re\elation un<ler the Mosaic economy, tiuinan reason dis-

placed an uniform and inveterate tendency to plunge into polytheism, how, or in what imaginable
age or circumstances, can it be supposed to have discovered either the existence of u supreme and
only Deity, or any other doctrine of natural religion ?

Whatever reason may be supposed able to accomplish in man's fallen state, it could doubtless
most easily achieve in his state of innocence. Man, in paradise, was unenfeebled by depravity, uii-

warped by prejudice, and unbefooled by ignorance; he was distinct in his conceptions, perspicacious
in his judgments, vigorous, searching, and accurate in his reasonings; \et, even in that condition,
he appears to have received all his religious knowledge by revelation. Whatever ideas of God, of
immortality, or of his oun state and duties he possessed, were communicated to him by the Deitw
Not only did he enjoy the light of one grand revelation, but he constantly walked in \ocal and
vi^ible intercourse with God. What u commentary is his paradisaic history upon the absence of
all ' natural religion,' and the deep necissity for a revelation, among his siiilul (iegiaded posterity I

All the ancient nations who were cotemporary with the Hebrew ccimmonwcalth, lecei^ed what-
ever religions ideas they possessed through tradition from the ante-Mosaic revelations. '• All the
knowledge," sa\s Shuckford, " which the ancients had on religious subjects, lay at first in a narrow
compass ; they were in possession of a few tiuths which they had receued from their forefathers ;

the_\ transmitted these to their ihildren, only telling them that such and sui h thinj-S weie so, but
not giving them reasons tor, or demonstrations of, the truth ot them, rhilosophy was not disputa-
tive till it came into Greece; the ancient professors had no controversies about it; they received
what was handed down to them, and out of the treasure of their traditions imparted to others;
and the principh s they went upon to te.ich or to learn by, were not to search into the nature of
things, or to consider what they could find by philojophical examinations, but, ' Ask, and it shall

be tuld _\ou; search the records of antiquity, and sou shall find what \ou inquiie alter,'—these
were the maxims and directions of their studies." (Shucktord, vol. i. [iretace, pp. 47, 4S.) Even
when the heathen philosophers launched into speculation and inquiry, tlie> steered in the light not
only of tradition from patriarchal revelation, but of information received from the Jewish people,
or in some instances, perhaps, iminediateh derived from the Jewish sciiptures. Yet what theolo-
gical discoveries did ihev achieve? what doctrines of natural religion did they clearly or consist-
ently discern? They contoundeu the D.iiy wiih his works; tney bclieveu in the eternity cf
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matter ; they dreamed of an abstract necessity or fate to which God as well as man is subject ; and,

either in these or in other respects, they entertained notions utterly incompatible with a true idea

of either God or moral obligation. Even with all their aids from tradition and the Jews, they

failed, bv the most vigorous und prolonged efforts of reason, to produce more than a hideous carica-

ture of the most obvious of those doctrines which pass under the name of natural religion. Who,
then, can doubt that, hid they wanted the aids which were afforded them, they could not have
made so much as one theological discovery?

In the proper sense of words, none know God but those who are taught by the Divine Spirit.

Proofs of God's existence and representations of his character, drawn directly from revelation, or

detected by the light of it in the works of creation, fail, when exhibited by mere reason, to carry

distinct or true ideas to the human understanding. Unregenerated men, after all they can It'aru

from human teaching, or from a natural study of the scriptures aiui of expositions of theology, are

a^iei It Tu KogfLu, 'atheists in the world,*—Eph. ii. VI. 'I'heir ideas of God, and of his government,
though not so gross as those of polvtheists, are as essentially imaginary, and as utterly uncoiiiiected

with any true devotion, any real religion. Fallen man can know the Divine Being only in coii-

mx on with the plan of redemption. Adam, when he was created, required a paradisaic revelation,

to teach hun the religion of a state of innocence ; and when he fell, he equally required, and he re-

ceived, a revelation of the mediation of a Saviour, to teach him religion in his new condition.

Whether, vviihout the new revelation, he would or could have retained the knowledge of God
which he possessed before he fell, needs not be inquired ; for he obviously needed that knowledge
to be so revived, enlarged, and modified, as to be adapted to his new circumstances, else the second
revelation would not have been so immediately given. God, to be known at all by fallen mar,
must be known as just and yet merciful, an avenger of sin and yet long-suffering to the sinner;

and he can be known thus only ' in tlie face of Christ Jesus.' While whatever views men received

of his being and character were atforded directly or indirectly by supernatural communication, all

revelation, from the aiinouiicemiMit to Adam of a Saviour till the close of the writings of John,
proceeded on the scheme of reilemption, and was made through the mediation of Christ. * Natural
religion,' therefore, as to even its elementary doctrines of the divine existence, is either a delusion

of the fancy, or an unacknowledged transcript of the lessons of inspiration. ' No man hath seen

God at any time : the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom o( the Father, he hath declared

him,"—John i. 18, ' No man kiioueth the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, aw.A he to whornj^oever the Son will reveal him,'—Matt. xL 27.

All proofs, then, of the existence of God, derive their origin and force from revelation. Those
which rest on abstract reasoning, are simply exhibitions of what the enlightened understanding has
learned in the Bil)le ; and those which rest on the appearances of design and skill in the universe,

are God's own commentaries in his word of inspiration on the works of his hands. A doctrine

—

tlie doctrine of God's existence, that of his unity, that of his providence, or any other of an ele-

mentary character—is learned, directly or indirectly, from scripture; it is studied in the light in

which scripture exhibits it ; it is believed on the evidence which scripture displays in support of it

;

and only then is it announced as a doctrine of 'natural religion,' and worked up into a laboured
theory or demonstration sustained or vindicable bv reason. Scripture not only (uriiishes the sub-
stratnm of all the theology claimed for 'the light of nature,' but suggests, and in some instances

details, the arguments which reason adduces in its support. What, tor example, is the beautiful

interiogation of the Psalmist but the stamen of what has vegetated in the hot-house of reason into

man\ a laboured proof of the divine perfections: ' He that [)lanted the ear, shall he not hear? he
that formed the eve, shall he not see? he that chastiseth the nations, shall not he correct? he that
teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?'—Ps. xciv. t), 10. Or what is the sublime and pro-

'onged uiiswer w'hich God m-ide to Job out of the whirlwind, but a brilliant summary of all the
thousaml gorgeous proofs which have been furnislied of the divine existence and government, wis-
dom, power, and lieneticence, from the facts and phenomena of nearly all the physical sciences? See
Jol), chap. xxx\iii, XXXIX. But lor the hints given, and the illumination communicated, by these
portions of scriptuie, and by multitudes of others of a similar description, man, in the nineteenth
century, would have continued to make as blundering, irreligious, and heathenish an use of the les-

sons ot cosmogony, zoology, astronomy, and providence, as in the ante-Mosaic age, or during the
palmy da\s ot tlie Greek philosophy. What is called "the book of nature' is, in all respects, a
book l>ing open in darkness, till its pages are illuminated and its lessons brought into view, by the
light ot revelation.

Proofs, then, of all religious doctrines, be they what they may, ought to be stated and illustrated

professedly on tlie authority of scripture. Whatever theorists or systematic theologians nia\ think
to the contrary, a plain statement Irom the divine wor<i will go farther to arrest the attention and
shake the prejudices of even an atheist, than the most elaborate ' demonstration,' on what are
termed 'the principles ot reason.' Man's pride, far more than the interest of truth, is concerned
in woikingup a hint of scripture into a profound abstract argument. Revelation is felt by even an
enlighitiied Christian mind—and felt increas ngly in the very proportion of its enlightenment—to
be as essential to the guidance and successful i.-sue of any religious effort of reason, or any portion
ot theological argumentation, as the light and heat of the sun are to the cares and labours of agri

< ullure. Hence, Dr. Ridgele\—though inconsistently with his sentiments respecting ' the light of
nature'—correctly and very beautifully intersperses his leading proofs of the divine existence with
illustrations and quotations Irom scriptuie. Wiihout these, his arguments, in some instances,
would be dim and indistinct even to Christians; «hile with them, and by means of them, they be-
come iiittlligilile to the most obtuse understandiigs, and fitted to confound the most obdurate
prejudices.

Much is gained with infidels, and nothing lost, by discarding the notion of 'natural religion.

The evidenceu lor the genuineness, credibiiit\, and insoiratioii of scrioture, are both more easily
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led and more facile of comprihcns'on, than those usually adduced for man's moral accountability,

and kindred doctrines on tiie principles of mere reason ; and they possess the high recommendation,
that they strike infidelity, and paganism, and Mahotninedanism, and all the forms of practical atheism,

at their roots. One of Dr. Ridfjelej's proofs of the being of God, for example, is derived from the

giving and fulfilment of prophecy (See afterwards the passage indicated by the note ' I'roof of the

being of God from prophei-y') ; it is in reality a direct and conclusive proof of the inspiration of

scripture ; and, as adduced for Dr. Ridgeley's purpose, it iifTordsan instance of what a waste of time
and attention there is, in setting up natural religion as anterior to revelation. The grand, indeed the

only r< ligious otfice of reason, apart from the teaching of scripture, is simply to examine the evi-

dences of our having a revelation ; and when it has been convinced by these, it ought to conceive

everv doctrine in the light in which revelation represents it, and bow with submission to every lesson

w hich revelation inculcates. Were reason always restricted to these limits—were it not set up by
human pride as a discoverer and propounder of theological truths anterior to revelation, or al»-

stractediy from its instructions—there would be less practical atheism in the world, less distorted-

ness of vision in looking at the fundametital principles of religion, fewer misapprehensions, fallacious

views, and caricatured representations of thi; character and government ot Deity.

The preceding remarks all proceed on a strictly theological view of the question of Natural
religion. After writing them, I thought that a very satisfactory corroboration of them might be
furnished by exhibiting the question in a historical view. To do this, however, would require

greatly more space than can be apportioned to a single note. I shall only state that the very

learned critic :md historian, Dr. Shuckford, after a long and elaborate induction of facts, arrives,

simply in the light of history, at just the same conclusion which I have attempted to vindicate.

The terms in which he sums up his argument are these :
—" All history, both sacred and profane,

offers us various arguments to prove that God revealed to men in the first ages how he would be
worshipped ; but that, when men, instead of adhering to what had been revealed, came to lean to

their own understandings, and to set up what they thought io be right, in the room ol what God
himselt had directed, they lost and bewildered themselves in endless error. This, I am sensible,

is a subject which should be examined to the bottom ; and I am persuaded, if it were, the resuU
of the inquiry would be this,—that he who thinks to prove that the world ever did in fact 'by
wisdom know God.'—that any nation upon earth, or any set of men, ever did, from the principles

of reasori only, without any assistance from revelation, find out the true nature and the true wor-
ship of the Deify—must find out some history of the world entirely ditferent from all the accounts

which the present sacred or profane writers give us ; or his opinion must appear to be a mere
guess and conjecture of what is barely possible, but what all history assures us never really was
done in the world."—Shuckford's Connexion of the Sacred and Profane History of the World,
vol. i. p. 3-23

—

Ed.]
[Note F. Proofofthe Being ofGodfrom the absence ofcreative power in the creature—This argu-

ment for the being of God from the light of nature, is really an argument from the want of creative

power in the creature. Like many others which profess to elicit proof independently of the light

of scripture, it is futile and inconclusive. It takes for granted that creation was " the making of

something out of nothing, or out of matter altogether uiifit to be made into what is produced out
of it." But this is to prove a more obvious point from a more difficult one; it is to take tor granted

what is comparatively obscure, and argue from it what is comparatively clear. Most of the ancient

philosophers freely admitted the existence of Deity, and, at the same time, contended for both the

eternity and the fitness of material substances. Dr. Ridgeley's argument would have appeared to

them much more rational if it had inverted the order of the premises and the conclusion,— if, in-

stead of assuming the creation of matter in order to prove the being of God, it had assumed the
being of God in order to prove the creation of matter. The philosophers' doctrine, indeed, seems
to enlightened reason abundantly absurd; but so does the doctrine of atheists; and both the one
ami the other have been contended for by natural reason, or what Dr. Riilgeley defines to be "the
light of nature." Not oidy the lieing of God, then, but the fact from which he attempts to prove
it—the creation of matter out of nothing—are learned, and can be rightly proved, not by reason,

but from the lessons of revelation.

—

Ed]
[Note G. Proof of the lieing of Godfrom prophecy.—This argument takes for granted the credi-

bility ot scripture, and is a direct and leading proof ot its inspiration; and oidy through the medium
of the authority of scripture, does it prove the existence of God. See remaiks upon it in Note
' Natural Religion,' page 20 Ed.]

THE TITLES, OBJECT, AND COMPLETENESS OF SCRIPTURE.

Question III. What is the word of God f

Answer. The holy scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the word of God, the only

rule of faith and obedience.

•

In speaking to this an.swer, we sliall consider the several names by which the scrip-

ture is set lorth, witli the import thereof, and more particularly that bj whiclt it

is most known,—namely, the Old and New Testament ; and then speak of it as a

rule of faith and obedience.
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The several names given to scripture.

The word of God is sometimes called his 'law,' 'statutes,' 'precepts,' 'command-

ments,' or 'ordinances ;' to signify his authority and power to demand obedience of

his creatures. This he does in his word,—showing us in what particular instances,

and in what manner, we are to yield obedience. It is also called his 'judgments ;'

implving that he is the great Judge of the world, and that he will deal with men in

a judicial way, according to their works, as agreeable or disagreeable to his law con-

tained in his word. It is likewise called his ' righteousness ;' because all that he

commands in his word is holy and just, and his service is highly reasonable. It is

also called his 'testimonies ;' as containing the record or evidence which he has

given of his own perfections,—whereby he has demonstrated them to the world.

Thus we are said to ' behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord.'i It is also

called his ' way ;' as containing a declaration of the glorious works that he has

done, both of nature and of grace,—a declaration of the various methods of his

dealing with men, or of the way that they should walk in, which leads to eternal

life. Moreover, it is called, ' the oracles of God ;'^ to denote that many things

contained in it could not have been known by us till he was pleased to reveal them.

The apostle, accordingly, speaks of the great things contained in the gospel, as be-

ing hid in God,— ' hid from ages and generations past, but now made manifest to

the saints.'^ Again, it is sometimes called 'the gospel'—especially those parts of

it which announce the glad tidings of salvation by Christ, or the method which God
ordained for. taking away the guilt and subduing the power of sin. The apostle

particularly calls it, ' The glorious gospel of the blessed God,'* and, ' the gospel of

our salvation.'"

In this answer, the word of God is called the Old and New Testament. That
part of it which was written before our Saviour's incarnation, and which contains

a relation of God's dealings with his church, from the beginning of the world to

that time, or a prediction of what should be fulfilled in following ages, is called the

Old Testament. The other part, which contains an account of God's dispensation

of grace, from Christ's first to his second coming, is called the New. A testa-

ment is the declared or written will of a person ; by which some things are be-

queathed to those who are concerned or described in it. The scripture is God's
written will or testament, as containing an account of what he has freely given in

his covenant of grace to fallen man. Hence it contains an account of many valu-

able legacies given to the heirs of salvation,—the blessings of both worlds, all the

privileges contained in those great and precious promises with which the scripture

abounds. Thus it is said, ' Tliou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward re-

ceive me to glory ;'^ and, ' The Lord will give grace and glory. '^ It describes the

testator, Cln-ist ; who gives eternal life to his people, and confirms all the promises
which are made in him. These are said to be ' in him yea and amen, to the glory of

God.'^ More especially, he ratified this testament by his death ; as the same apostle

observes—which is a known maxim of the civil law—that ' where a testament is,

there must of necessity be the death of the testator,''* upon which the force or

validity of the testament depends. And the word of God gives us a large account
liow all the blessings which God bestows upon his people receive their validity

from the death of Christ. It also discovers to us who are the heirs, or legatees,

to whom tliesc blessings arc given ; describing them as repenting, believing, re-

turning sinners,—who may lay claim to the blessings of the covenant of grace. It,

moreover, has several seals annexed to it, namely, the sacraments under the Old
and New Testament ; of which we have a particular account in scripture. [See
Note H, end of section.] This leads us to consider,

q 2 Cor. iii. 18. '
r Rom. iii. 2. s Epbes. iii. 9. Colos. i. 26.

t I Tim. i. 11. u Eph. i. 13. x Psal. Ixxiii. 24.
V Psrtl. Ixxxiv. 11. z 2 Cor. i. 20. a Heb. ix. 10, 17.
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How the scripture is divided or distinguished.

As to the Old Testament, it is sometimes distinguished or divided into ' Moses

and the prophets,'^ or * Moses, the prophets, and the psalms. '*= It may be con-

sidered also, as containing historical and prophetic writings, and writings that arc

more especially doctrinal or poetical. The prophets, too, may be considered as to

the time when they wrote, some before and others after the captivity. They may
be distinguished as to their subject-matter. Some contain a very clear and parti-

cular account of the person and kingdom of Christ,—as Isaiah, who is, for this

reason, called, by some, the evangelical prophet ; others contain reproofs, and de-

nounce and lament approaching judgments,—as the prophet Jeremiah ; others

encourage the building of the temple, the sctthig up of the worship of God, and

the reformation of the people upon their return from captivity,—as Zechariali and
Haggai. As for the historical parts of scripture, these contain an account of God's

dealings with his people, either before the captivity,—as Joshua, Judges, Samuel,

Kings, «fec. ; or after it,—as Ezra and Nehemiah.
The Books of the New Testament may be thus divided :—Some of them are

historical, namely, such as narrate the life and death of our Saviour, as the four

gospels, or the ministry of the apostles, and the first planting and spreading of tlie

gospel, as the Acts of the apostles. Others are more especially doctrinal, and are

written in the form of epistles by Paul and some other apostles. One, the book

of Revelation, is prophetical ; Avherein are foretold the shifting condition of the

church, the persecutions it should meet with from its anti-christian enemies, its

final victory over them, and its triumphs as reigning with Christ in his kingdom.

This leads us to consider

When Cod Jirst revealed his xcill to man in scripture, and how the revelation ivas

gradually enlarged.

There was no written word from the beginning of the world till the time of

Moses, an interval of between two and three thousand years ; and it was almost a

thousaml years longer before the canon of the Old Testament was completed by
Malachi, the last prophet ; and some hundred years after that, before the canon of

the New Testament was given ;—so that, as the apostle says, in the beginning of

the epistle to the Hebrews, God revealed his will ' at sundry times,' as well as ' in

divers manners,' and by divers inspired writers.

The church, however, before it had a written word, was not destitute of a rule

of faith and obedience, or unacquainted with the way of salvation. To suppose

this, would be greatly to detract from the glory of the divine government, and re-

fiect on God's goodness. He supplied the want of a written word by revealing his

will in other ways. And he showed his sovereignty, in making known his will in

whatever way he pleased ; and his wisdom and goodness, in giving his written word
at a time when the necessities of men most required it. Wlien there was no written

word, the Son of God frequently condescended to appear himself, and converse with

man, and so reveal his mind and will to him. There was also the ministry of

angels subservient to this end ; for the word was often spoken by angels, sent to

instruct men in the mind and will of God. The church had among them likewise,

more or less, the spirit of prophecy, whereby many were instructed in the mind of

God. And though the prophets were not commanded to commit to writing what
they received by inspiration, yet they were authorized and qualified by it to in-

struct others in the way of salvation. Thus Enoch is said to have ' prophesied ' in

his days ;'* and Noah is called ' a preacher of righteousness.'® During great part

of this time, the lives of men were very long, namely, eight or nine hundred years

;

and the same persons could transmit the word of God by their own living testi-

mony. Afterwards, in the latter part of the period when there was no written

word, the world apostatized from God, and almost all flesh corrupted their way,—
not for want of a sufficient rule of obedience, but through the perverseness and de-

b Luke xvi. 29. c Luke xxiv. 44. d Jude 14, 15. e 2 Pet. ii. 5; Heb. xi. 7.

L D
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pravitj of their natures ; and they almost wholly sunk into idolatry, and were judi-

cially excluded from God's special care. And Abraham's family being the only

church that remained in the world, God continued to communicate to them the

knowledo-e of his will in the same extraordinary way that he had done in former

ages. But when man's life was shortened and reduced to the same standard as

now it is, of threescore and ten years, and the church had become very numerous,

and God had promised that he would increase them yet more ; then they stood in

need of a written word, to prevent the inconveniences that might have arisen from

their continuing any longer without one, and God thought fit, as a great instance

of favour to man, to command Moses to write his law, as a standing rule of faith

and obedience to his church. This leads us to consider a very important question,

namely.

Whether the church, under the Old Testament dispensation, understood the written

ivord, or the spiritual meaning of the laws contained in it ?

Some have thought that the state of the church before Christ came in the flesh,

was so dark that, though they had, in whole or in part, the scriptures of the Old

Testament, they did not know the way of salvation. The papists generally assert that

they did not ; and they therefore fancy, that all who lived before Christ's time

were shut up in a prison, where they remained till he went from the cross to reveal

himself to them, and, as their leader, conduct them in triumph to heaven. And
some protestants think that the state of all who lived in those times was so dark that

they know but little of Christ and his gospel, though shadowed forth or typified by

the ceremonial law ; and they found their opinion on tlie passage where Moses is

said to have ' put a vail over his face, so that the children of Israel could not sted-

fastly look to the end of that which is abolished, which vail is done away in Christ;^

and on those scriptures that speak of the Jcwisli dispensation, as ' a night of dark-

ness ' compared with that of the gospel, which is represented as ' a perfect day,' or

'as the rising of the sun.'s As these persons extend the darkness of the Jewish

dispensation farther than, as I humbly conceive, they ought to do ; so they speak

more of the wrath, bondage, and terror which attended it, than they have ground

to do,—especially when they make the darkness universal. There are several

reasons which may induce us to believe that the Old Testament church under-

stood a great deal more of the gospel, shadowed forth in the ceremonial law, and

had more communion with God, and less wrath, terror, or bondage, than these

persons suppose.

I. Some of the Old Testament saints expressed a great degree of faith in

Christ, and love to him, and expected him to come in our nature ; and many of

the prophets, in their inspired writhigs, discover that they were not strangers

to the way of redemption, and reconciliation to God by him, as ' the Lord our

righteousness.' A multitude of scriptures might be cited from the Old Testament,

whicli speak of Christ, and salvation by him.'' Thus Abraham is described as re-

joicing to sec his day;'' and the prophet Isaiah is so very particular and express

in the account he gives of his person and offices, that I cannot see how any one can

reasonably conclude him to have been wholly a stranger to the gospel himself.'' Can
any one think this, who reads his fifty-third chapter ; in which he treats of Christ's

life, death, sufferings and offices, and of the way of salvation by him ? It is ob-

jected to this, that the prophets who delivered evangelical truths, understood but

little of them themselves, because of tlie darkness of the dispensation they were

under : it is said, that the prophets, indeed, ' searched ' into the meaning of their

own predictions, but to no purpose ; for ' it was revealed to them, that not unto

themselves, but unto us they ministered,''—that is, the account tliey gave of our

Saviour was designed to be understood, not by them, but by us, in this present

gospel-dispensation. The answer that may be given to this objection is, that tlie

prophets inquired into the meaning of their own prophecies, because their own sal-

f 2 Cor. iii. 13, Ik g Isa. xxi. 11 ; Cant. ii. 17; Mai. iv. 2.

h Jer. xxiii. 3, 6 ; Zech. xiii. 7 ; Psal. xxxii. 1, 2. compared with Rom. iv. 6.

i John viii. 36. Isa. xxii. 23, and lii. 13—13. 1 1 Pet. i. 10—12.
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vation was concerned in tlieni. But we must not suppose that they inquired to no

purpose, or were not able to understand them. And when it is farther said, that ' not

unto tliemselves, but unto us, they did minister the things that are now reported,'

the meaning is, not that they did not understand those things, or had not much
concern in them, but that the glory of the gospel state, which was foretold in their

prophecies, was what we should behold with our eyes, and not they themselves.

This objection, therefore, hath no force in it to overthrow the argument we are

maintaining.

2. It is certain that the whole ceremonial law had a spiritual meaning annexed
to it ; for it is said that ' the law was a shadow of good things to come,''" and that

all those things ' happened to them for ensamples, [or types,] and they arc written

for our admonition.'" Xow it is unreasonable to suppose that the spiritual mean-
ing of the ceremonial law should not be known by those to whom principally the

law was given, or that the gospel, wrapt up in it, should not be seen till tlic dispen-

sation was abolished, the ceremonial law abrogated, and the nation cast off to whom
it was given.

3. The knowledge of the gospel, or faith in Christ founded on it, which is neces-

sary for our salvation, was no less necessary for the salvation of those who lived in

former ages ; for it was as much a truth then as it is now, that there is salvation in

no other. Hence the church of old were as truly obliged to believe in him who was
to come, as we are to believe in him as having already come. But it is inconsis-

tent with the divine goodness to require knowledge, and not to give any expedient

to attain it. And while the Old Testament church were obliged to believe in

Christ, they really were not able to do so, if they did not understand the meaning of

that law which was the only means of revealing him. Or if Christ was revealed in the

ceremonial law, and they had no way to understand it, he was the same to them as

though he had not been revealed. Either, therefore, we must suppose that the

knowledge of Christ was attainable by therd, and consequently that he was revealed

to them, or else they must have been excluded from a possibility of salvation.

4. They had sufficient helps for understanding the spiritual meaning of the

ceremonial law. Not only were some hints of explication given in the Old
Testament scriptures, but there was also extraordinary revelation. The Jewish
church was more or less favoured with this, almost throughout the dispensation ;

and by means of it, together with the aid of the scriptures themselves, it is more than

probable that they received the spiritual sense and meaning of those things which
were contained in the Old Testament. Besides, there was one tribe, namely, that

of Levi, almost entirely employed in studying and explaining the law of God. And
it is said respecting them, ' They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy
law ;'" 'the priest's lips shall keep knowledge, and they shall seek the law at his

mouth fi* that is, the priests should, by all proper methods, understand the meaning of

the law, that they might be able to teach the people when coming to be instructed

by them. There were also among them, in some ages at least, several schools of the

prophets. And some persons who belonged to these had extraordinary revelations;

while they who had them not, made the scriptures their study, that they might be
able to instruct otliers. From all this it appears, that the Jewish church had a
great deal of knowledge of divine truth, and of the spiritual meaning of the Old
Testament ; though we will not deny that the gospel dispensation hath a clearer

light, and excels in glory. We shall now proceed to show that

Scripture is a rule offaith and obedience.

Though the Jewish dispensation is abolished, the Old Testament is not to be
set aside as a rule of faith and obedience to us, nor are we to reckon it an
useless part of scripture, or one which does not concern us. The greatest part

of the doctrines contained in it are of perpetual obligation to the church, in

all its dispensations or changes. As for the ceremonial law, which is abolished,

and some forensic or political laws by which the Jews, in particular, were

m Heb. x. 1. ii 1 Cor. x. 1 1. o Deut. xxxiii. 10. p MaL ii. 7.



28 THE TITLES, OBJECT, AND COMPLETENESS OF SCRIPTURE.

governed,—these, indeed, are not so far a rule of obedience to us, as that we should

think ourselves obliged to observe them, as the Jews were of old. Yet even these

are of use to us ; for we see in them what was then the rule of faith and obedience to

the church, and how far it agrees as to its substance, or the things signified by it,

with the present dispensation ; we see also the wisdom, sovereignty, and grace of

God to his church in former ages, and how what was then typified or prophesied is

fulfilled to us. Thus it is said, that ' whatsoever things were written aforetime were

written for our learning, that we, through patience and comfort of the scriptures,

might have hope.'i

The scriptures of the Old and New Testament contain a revelation of the whole

mind and will of God, and therefore are justly styled a perfect rule of faith and obe-

dience. We do not mean, however, that they contain an account of every thing that

God hath done or will do, in his works of providence and grace, from the begin-

ning to the end of time, for this is altogether unnecessary. Hence it is said that,

while Christ did many other signs than are written in the gospel, those things

which are contained in it ' are written that we might believe ;''' and that ' there were

many other things which Jesus did, which, if they should be written every one, the

world would not contain the books that should be written.'^ Neither do we under-

stand that God has given us in the scriptures an account of all his secret counsels

and purposes relating to the event of things, or the final state of particular persons,

abstracted from those marks on which our hope of salvation is founded, or of their

outward condition, or the good or bad success that shall attend their undertakings

in the world, or of the time of their living upon earth. These, and many other

matters of a like nature, are secrets which we are not to inquire into ; God, for wise

ends best known to himself, not having thought fit to reveal them in his word.
' Secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; but those things which are revealed

belong imto us, and to our children.'' When Peter was over curious in inquiring

concerning the future state or condition of John, our Saviour gives him this tacit

reproof, ' What is that to thee ?'" Nor are we to suppose that the divine perfec-

tions, which are infinite, are fully and adequately revealed to man ; since, from the

nature of the thing, it is impossible that they should. That which is in itself in-

comprehensible, cannot be so revealed that we should be able fully to comprehend

it ; though that which is possible, or at least necessary, to be known of God, is

clearly revealed to us. Again, we do not suppose that every doctrine which is to be

assented to as an article of faith, is revealed in express words in scripture ; since

many truths are to be deduced from it by just and necessary consequences, and

thereby become a rule of faith. Nor are we to suppose that every part of scripture

fully and clearly discovers all tliose things which are contained in the whole of it.

There was increasing light given by degrees to the church, in succeeding ages, as it

grew up from its infant state to a state of manhood. Ilonce there is a clearer and

fuller revelation of the glorious mysteries of the gospel, under the New Testament

dispensai;ion, than there was before it. The apostle compares the state of the church

under tlie ceremonial law, to that of 'an heir under age,' or of 'children' under

the direction of 'tutors and governors,' whose instruction and advances in know-

ledge arc proportioned to their age.'' Thus God revealed his word 'at sundry

times,' as well as 'in divers manners. '^

The word of God, accompanied as it was with those helps which were before men-

tioned to an understanding of the sense of it, wfts always suflicient to lead men into

the knowledge of divine truth ; and the canon being completed, it is now so in an

eminent degree. And it is agreeable to the divine perfections, that such a sufticient

rule of faith and obedience should be given ; for since salvation could not be at-

tained, nor God glorified, without a discovery of suitable means, it is not consistent

with his wisdom and goodness that we should bo leit in uncertainty, and at the

same time rendered incapable of tlie liighest privileges which attend instituted wor-

ship. Can we suppose that, when all other things necessary to salvation are adjusted,

and many insuperable difiiculties surmounted, and an invitation given to come
and partake of it, that God should lay such a bar in our way as an impos^,ibility

q Rom. XV. 4. r John xx. 30. « John xxi. 25. t Deut. xxix. 29.

u John xxi. 21, 22. x Gal. iv. 1, 3. y Heb. i. I.
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to attain it for want of a sufficient rule? And since none but God can give us

such a rule, it is inconsistent with his sovereignty to leave it to men to prescribe

vrhat is acceptable in his sight. They may, indeed, give laws, and thereby oblige

their subjects to obedience ; but these must be such as are within their own
sphere. Their power does not extend itself to religious matters, so that our faith and
duty to God should depend upon their will ; for this would be a bold presumption,

and an extending of their authority beyond due bounds. Since, therefore, a rule

of faith is necessary, we must conclude that God has given us such a one ; and it

must certainly be wortliy of himself, and therefore perfect, and everyway sufficient

to answer its design.

That the scripture is a sufficient ride of faith farther appears from the happy
consequences of our obedience to it,—from that peace, joy, and holiness, >vhich be-

lievers are made partakers of, while steadfastly adhering to it. Thus it is said that,

'through comfort of the scriptures they have hope,'^ and that by the teaching of

scripture ' the man of God is made wise to salvation, and perfect, thoroughly fur-

nished unto all good works.''' The perfection of the law is demonstrated by the

Psalmist, from its effects, that ' it converts the soul, makes wise the simple, re-

joices the lieart, enlightens the eyes.'^

We might further argue that the scripture is a perfect rule of faith, from the threat-

enings which are denounced against those who pretend to add to, or take from it.

Tampering with scripture was strictly forbidden, even when but a part of it was
committed to writing. Thus says God, ' Ye shall not add to the word which I

command you ; neither shall you diminish ought from it.''' And tlie apostle de-

nounces an anathema against any one who should pretend to 'preach any other gos-

pel,' than that which he had received from God. '^ And in the close of scripture,

our Saviour testifies to every man, that ' if any should add to these things, God
would add to him the plagues written in this book. And if any should take away
from this book, God would take away his part out of the book of life. '^ "^See Note
I, page 36.] We now proceed to show what are

Theproperties of scripture as a rule offaith.

1. A rule, when it is designed for general use, must have the sanction of public

authority. Thus human laws, by which a nation is to be governed, which are a
rule to determine the goodness or badness of men's actions, and their desert of re-

wards or punishments accordingly, must be established by public authority. Even
so the scripture is a rule of faith, as it contains the divine laws, by which the actions

of men are to be tried, together with the ground which some liave to expect future
blessedness, and others to fear punishment.

2. A rule by which we are to judge of the nature, truth, excellency, perfection,

or imperfection of any thing, must be infallible, or else it is of no use. And as
such, nothing must be added to, or taken irom it ; for then it would cease to be a
perfect rule. Thus it must be a certain and impartial standard, by which things
are to be tried. Such a rule as this is scripture, as was but now observed. And
it is an impartial rule, to which, as a standard, all truth and goodness are to be re-

duced, and by which they are to bo measured. ' To the law and to the testimony
;

if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.'*
3. All appeals are to be made to a rule, and controversies to be tried and deter-

mined by it. Thus the scripture, as it is a rule of faith, is a judge of controversies.

Whatever differences in sentiment men have about religion, must all be submitted
to it, and the warrantableness of them tried by it. A stop is to be put to growing
errors by an appeal to this rule, rather than to coercive power, or to the carnal
weapons of violence and persecution. Moreover, tlie judgment we pass on ourselves,
as being sincere or hypocrites, accepted or rejected of God, is to be formed by com-
paring our conduct with scripture, as the rule by which we are to try the goodness
or badness of our State and of our actions.

z Rom. XV. 4. a 2 Tun. iii. 15. 17. h Psal. xi.v. 7, 8. c Deut. iv. 2.
d Gal. i, 8, 9. e Rev. xxii. 18, 19. f Isa. viii. 20.
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4. A rule must have uotliing of a different nature set up in competition with, or

opposition to it ; for that would be to render it useless, and unfit to be the standard

of truth. Scripture is the onlj rule of faith. No human traditions are to be set

up as standards of faith in competition with it ; for that would be to suppose it not

a perfect rule. This the papists do ; and therefore may be charged, as the Phar-

isees were of old by our Saviour, with ' transgressing and making the command-
ment of none effect, by their tradition,'*' 'vainly worshipping God, teaching for

doctrines the commandments of men.' ^ What is such casting of contempt on the

rule of faith which God hath given, but to reflect on his wisdom, and affront his

authority and sovereignty?

Tradition not a rule of faith.

Having considered scripture as a rule of faith and obedience, we farther observe

that it is the only rule in opposition to the popish doctrine of human traditions,

which are pretended to be of equal authority with the word of God. By means of

this doctrine the law of God is made void at this day, as it was by the Jews in our

Saviour's time ; and the scripture supposed to be an imperfect rule, the defects of

whicli are to be supplied by traditions.

1. The doctrine is attempted to be defended from the passage in which our Saviour

is said to have done 'many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are

not written ;''^ from his own words, in which he tells his disciples that he ' had many
things to say unto them which they could not then bear

;
'' and from the words of

the apostle Paul, in which he puts the church in mind of a saying of our Saviour,

received by tradition, because not contained in any of the Evangelists,— ' It is more
blessed to give than to receive.'^

To this argument it may be replied, 1. That though there were many things

done, and words spoken by our Saviour, which are not recorded in scripture, and
w^hich we must be content not to know, being satisfied with this, that nothing is

omitted which is necessary to salvation ; yet to pretend to recover or transmit them
by tradition, is merely to assert, and not to prove, the doctrine at issue. 2. Those
things which our Saviour had to say, which he did not before his death impart to

his disciples because they were not able to bear them, respected, as is more than
probable, what he designed to discover to them after his resurrection, during his

forty days abode on earth, or by his Spirit, after his ascension into heaven ; and
were such as concerned the change of the Sabbath from the seventh to the first day
of the week, the abolition of the ceremonial law, the spirituality of his kingdom,
and matters relating to the success of their ministry, the gathering and governing
of those churches which should be planted by them. These, wliich the apostles were
less able to bear while our Lord's personal ministry continued than afterwards,

seem to be the things intended ; and not those doctrines which the papists trans-

mit by oral tradition,—such as the use of oil and spittle together with water, and
the sign of the cross in baptism, the baptism of bells, the lighting up of candles in

churches at noonday, purgatory, praying for the dead, and giving divine adoration

to images or relics,—doctrines which are altogether unscriptural, and such as he would
not have, at any time, communicated unto them. 3. Though these words of our

Saviour, ' It is more blessed to give than to receive,' are not contained in one dis-

tinct proposition, or in express words, in the gospels ; yet he therein exhorts his peo-

ple to ' give to him that asketh, ' and .speaks of the blessing that attends this duty, ' that

they might bo, ' that is, approve themselves to be, ' the children of their Father, '^ and
exhorts them to hospitality ' to the poor,' and adds a ' blessing ' to it. ™ But even
supposing the apostle refers to a saying frequently used by our Saviour, which
might then be remembered by some who had conversed with him ; this is no suffi-

cient warrant for any one to advance doctrines, contrary to those our Saviour de-

livered, under a pretence of having received them by unwritteii tradition. [See
Note K, p. 3G.]

f Matt. XV. 3. 6. g Verse 9. h John xx. 30. i John xvi. 12. k Acts xx. 35.

1 Matt. v. 42. compared with 45. m Luke xiv. 12— 14.
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2. The doctrine of the papists is further defended from the -words of the apostle,

in which he advises Timothy to ' keep that which was committed to his trust,'" as

if they had been traditions which he was to remember and communicate to others

;

and also from the advice he gives to the church at Thessalouica, to ' hold the tradi-

tions which they had been taught, either by word or by his epistle,'^—the former,

say they, being unwritten traditions, the latter his inspired writings.

We reply, that what was committed to Timothy to keep, was either 'the form of

sound words,' or the gospel, which he was to ' hold fast ;
'p or the ministry which

ho had received of the Lord ; or those gifts and graces which were communicated

to him, to fit him for public service. [See Note L, p. 37.] And as for the tra-

ditions which he speaks of to the Thessalonians, his meaning is, that they should

remember not only the doctrines they had received from him, which were con-

tained in his inspired epistles, but those also which, being agreeable to scripture,

he had imparted in the exercise of his public ministry,—the former to be depended

upon as an infallible rule of faith, the latter to be retained and improved as agree-

able to that rule, and no further. [See Note M, p. 37.]

3. The papists further add, that it was by means of tradition that God instructed

his church for above two thousand years before the scripture was committed to

writing.

To this it may be replied, that God communicated his mind and will during that

interval, in an extraordinary manner, as has been before observed ;
i and this can-

not be said of any of those traditions which are pleaded for by them.

4. It is further argued, that ' the book of the law ' was formerly lost in Josiah's

time ; for it is said that when it was found, and a part of it read to him, ' he rent

his clothes,' and was astonished, as though he had never read it before.'" Yet he be-

ing a good man, was well-instructed in the doctrines of religion ; and he must there-

fore have been instructed by tradition.

To this it may be answered, that though the book which was then found was
doubtless an original manuscript of scripture, either of all the books of Moses or

of Deuteronomy in particular
; yet it is not to be supposed that he had never read

the scriptures before, A person may be affected at one time in reading a por-

tion of the word of God, which he has often read without impression. And doubt-

less, there were many copies of scripture transcribed, by which Josiah was made
acquainted with the doctrines of religion, without learning them from uncertain

traditions. [See Note N, p. 37.]

5. The papists further allege, that some books of the Old Testament are lost, and
that their place must be supplied by traditions. The instances they give are of

some books referred to in scripture, namely, 'the book of the wars of the Lord,'*
' the book of Jashcr,'* 'the book of the acts of Solomon,'" and also his 'songs' and
'proverbs,' and the account he gives of 'trees, plants, beasts, fowls, creeping

things, and fishes.'" There are also books said to be written by ' Samuel, Nathan,
and Gad,'y the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and tlie visions of Iddo the seer.^

Likewise Jeremiah's lamentation for Josiah is said to be written in the book of

the Lamentations ;^ whereas there is no mention of Josiah in that book of scrip-

ture ; and it is alleged that there was some other book called by the same name,
which was written by Jeremiah, but is now lost.

As to the argument in general, that some books of scripture are lost, suppose we
should take it for granted that they are so, must this loss be supplied by traditions,

pretended to be divine, though without sufficient proof? I am not willing, however,

to make this concession. Some protestant divines, indeed, have made it,—thinking

it equally supposable that some books written by divine inspiration might be lost, as

that many words spoken by the same inspiration liave been so. Yet even these con-

stantly maintain, that whatever inspired writings may have been lost, there is no
doctrine necessary to the edification of the cliurch, in what immediately relates

to salvation, but is contained in those writings which arc preserved by the care

r 1 Tim. vi. 20. o 2 Thess. ii. 15. p 2 Tim. i. 13. q See Ante p. 25.

r2 Kings xxii. 8— 11. s Numb. xxi. 14. t 2 Sam. i. 18. compared with Joshua x. 13.

u 1 Kings xi. 41. x 1 Kings iv 32, 33. y 1 Chron. xxix. 29. z 2 Chroii. ix. 29.

a 2 Chron. xxxv. 25.
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and goodness of providence, to this daj. I adhere, however, to the more commonly
received opinion, that no book, designed to be a part of the canon of scripture, is

lost, though many uninspired writings have perished. And as to the books of

Jasher, Nathan, &c., they might be books or parts of books of scripture, the in-

spired writers of which are not mentioned, and which, as is more than probable,

•were written by noted prophets who flourished in the church at the periods when
they were respectively composed. Hence some persons suppose that the books of

Nathan and Gad, or Iddo, are those of Kings or Chronicles, which are not lost.

But since this is only a probable conjecture, we pass it over, and add, that it is

not unreasonable to suppose that the books in question, as also those of Solomon
which are not contained in scripture, were not written by divine inspiration, This

is not only a safe but a sufficient answer to the objection. As for Jeremiah's la-

mentation for Josiah, it is probable that the book of scripture, which goes under

that name, was written on the occasion of Josiah's death ; and though the prophet

doth not mention in it the name of that good kuig, yet he laments the desolating

judgments which were to follow soon after his death.

6. The papists pretend also that some part of the New Testament is lost
; par-

ticularly the 'epistle from Laodicea,' mentioned in Coloss. iv. 16,—one written

to the Corinthians, 'not to company with fornicators,'^ and another mentioned in

2 Cor. vii. 8. by which Paul made the Corinthians sorry.

As to the epistle from Laodicea, that was probably one of his inspired epistles,

written by him when at Laodicea, and not directed, as is pretended, to the

Laodiceans. As to the epistle which he is supposed to have written to the

Corinthians ' not to company with fornicators, ' it is not said to be an epistle which
he had written to them before, but is plainly intimated to be the epistle which he
was then writing to them, a part of which, •= and particularly the immediate context,

related to the subject of keeping company with fornicators. And as to the letter

which he wrote to them, 'which made them sorry,' it is not necessary to suppose

that it was written by divine inspiration ; for as every thing he delivered by word of

mouth, was not by the extraordinary afiiatus of the Holy Ghost, why may we not

suppose that there were several epistles written by him to the churches, some to

comfort, others to admonish, reprove, or make them sorry, besides those that he was
inspired to write ?

The completeness and purity of the canon of scripture.

Having replied to the arguments brought to prove that some books of scripture

are lost, we shall now prove, by direct evidence, that we have the canon complete
and entire. Some think that the integrity of the canon is sufficiently evident from
what our Saviour says, ' Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or tittle shall

not pass from the law f*^ and ' it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than for

one tittle of the law to fail.'*' If God will take care of every jot and tittle of scrip-

ture, will he not take care that no whole book, designed to be a part of the rule of

faith, should be entirely lost ? It is objected, indeed, that our Saviour intends
principally the doctrines or precepts contained in the law ; but if the subject-matter
shall not be lost, surely the scripture that contains it shall be preserved entire.

This will more evidently appear, if we consider that the books of the Old Testament
were complete in our Saviour's time. It is said that 'beginning at Moses, and all

the prophets, he expounded to them in all the scriptures, the things concerning
himself.'^ The apostle also says, 'Whatsoever things were written aforetime, were
written for our learning ; ^ and it is impossible that they should have been written
for our learning if they are lost. Consider, likewise, the goodness of God, and the

care of his providence, with respect to his church ; if he gave them ground to con-
clude, that ' he would be with them always, even to the end of the world,' surely

he would preserve from all the injuries of time, the rule he had given them to walk
by, so that it should not be lost to the end of the world. Again, the Jews who were

b 1 Cor. V. 9, c See verse 12, 1 Cor. v. d Matt. v. 18.

e Luke xvi. 17. f Luke xxiv. 27. g Rom. xv. 4.
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the keepers of the oracles of (iocl,^ are not reproved b)' our Saviour, or the apos-

tle Paul, for any uutaithfulness in not preserving them entire. An<l certainly our

Saviour, wheu ho reproves them for making void the law by their traditions, and
threatens those that should add to or take from it, would have severely reproved

them for so great breach of trust, if he had found them faulty, iii not having faitiifully

preserved all the scriptures committed to them.

Some persons object against the scripture being a perfect rule of faith, that it is

in several ])la<'es corrupted. They say that the Old Testament was corrupted by the

Jews, out of malice against our Saviour and the Christian religion, in order that they

might conceal or pervert some prophecies relating to the Messiah and tlie gospel-

state. And as to the New Testament, they pretend that it was corrupted by some
hereti s, in defence of their perverse doctrines. We reply that,

1. As to the Old Testament, it is very improbable and unreasonable to suppose

that it Avas corrupted by the Jews. Before our Saviour's time, no valuable end could

be answered by their corrupting it ; for then they expected the Messiah to come,

according to what was foretold by the prophets, and understood their predictions

in a true sense. And even after he had come, and Christianity was established in

tlie world, however malice might prompt them, they would not dare to corrupt

the scripture ; for the^' had been trained up in the notion, that it was the vilest crime

to add to, take irom, or alter the word of God. One of their own writers * says con-

cerning them, that they would rather die an hundred deaths than suffer the law to

be changed in any instance. Yea, they have such a veneration for the law, that

if, by any accident, part of it should fall to the ground, they would proclaim a fast,

fearing tliat for this, God would destroy the world, and reduce it to its original

chaos. And can any one think, that, under any pretence whatever, they would
designedly corrupt the Old Testament ? Yea, they were so far from doing it, that

they took care, to the greatest and even superstitious extent, to prevent its being

corrupted through inadvertency ; and, accordingly, tliey numbered not only the

books and sections, but even the words and letters, that not a single letter might
be added to, or taken Iroin it. But even if they had had any inclination to corrupt

the Old Testament out of malice against Christianity, they could not have succeed-

ed alter our Saviour's time ; for the Old Testament was then translated into Greek,

and was in the hands of almost all Christians ; so that any attempt to corrupt it

would soon have been detected. Had they altered some copies of the Hebrew bible,

they could not have altered all ; and would only have exposed themselves to no
purpose. Nor would it have been for their own advantage to pervert the scripture,

for, by altering the texts which make for Christianity, they would have weakened
their own cause ; and, if their fraud had been detected, the reputation of scripture

would have been so lost that they could not have advantageously made use of it to

prove their own religion. Besides, no alleged instances are given of the Old Testa-

ment having been corrupted, except in two or three words which do not much affect,

the cause of Christianity ; whereas, if the Jews had designed to pervert it, why did.

they not alter the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and many other scriptures, which
so plainly speak of the person and offices of the Messiah?

2. As to the other part of the objection, that the New. Testament hath been cor-

rupted by heretics since our Saviour's time,—though the Arians and some others -

may have left out some words or verses which tend to overthrow their scheme, they

were never able, even when the empire was most favourable to their cause, to alter

all the copies ; and whatever alterations they made have been detected and amend-
ed. As for the various readings that there are of the same text, these consist

principally in literal alterations, which do not much alfect the sense. It was next

to impossible lor so many copies of scripture to be transcribed, without some mis-

takes ; since they who transcribed them were not under the infallible direction of

the Spirit of God, as the first penmen were. Yet the providence of God hath not
suffered them to make notorious mistakes ; and whatever mistakes are found in one
copy, may be corrected by another. The scripture therefore is not, on account of

these various readings, to be treated as though it were not a perfect rule of faith.

h Rom. iii. 2. i Vid. Philo. Jud. de Vit. Mosis; et eund. citat. ab Euseb; in Praep,

Evaiig. 1. viii. c. 6. et Jos. ph. contr. App. 1. ii.

I. K .
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("Note H. T]ie Old and New Testament.—Tlie Hebrew word ri'ia means a constitution, nn eco-

iioinv, or a svstem of promise, established or confirmed by sacrifiie. In the multitudinous passages in

which it occurs, the Septuagint uniformly translates it by the word ?iaJ)xx») ; though, had the usage

of the Greek classical authors been followed, it would have been tianslated by the svor<l »-i/v3»*»». If

the sense of these authois be allowed, S/a3)]*» means a testament; and, if that of the Septuagint be

followed, it means the s;ime as the word D-ia- The inspired writers of the new economy, in every

instance in which Hebraistic Greek and classical Greek differed, adopted the former. They addressed

themselves, in the first instatice, to Jews; they employeil that Greek which had been naturalized

in the expression of the Je\\ish theology; they wrote, as to idioms and phraseology, in the light of

the Septuagirit. A/a^nxx, therefore, possesses, throughout both the old and the new scriptures,

the signification and force of the Hebrew n'la, ami ought to have heen everywhere in our version

translated by the word 'covenant.' But of the very numerous passages in which it occurs, there

are four—2 Cor. iii. IH; Heb. vii. 22; Heb. ix. 15—20; and the account of the institution of the

Lord's Supper—in which it is translated 'testament.' 'J'here is no warrant, however, either in the

passages themselves, or in the analogy of fiith to the idea of a testament, for departing from the

usual meaning, ami substituting this word. A testament, eveti with the ingenious glosses and
constructions suggested by Dr. Ridgeley, expresses notions utterly incongruous with scriptural

views either of the word of God or of tlie divine covenants.

As to the new covenant, or covenant of grace, in what just sense can it be called 'the declared or

written will of Christ?' Like every other covenant— or system of promise confirmed by sacrifice

—

it has a dispenser by whom its promises are made, and a sacrificial victim l)y whose death its validity

is established. But God is the dispensi-r- Christ is the sacrificial victim. A covenant—consisting,

as it does, not of bequesis to be executed by another, but of promises to be fulfilled by himself

—

cannot be called a testament in reference even to the dispenser: how mucli less, then, in reference to

the sacrifice? If, too, Christ was a ttstator, and if he died to give validity to his testament, he needed

to remain in a state of death. That a living person should execute his own testament, or dispense

the boons which he had himself bequeathed, is an idea repugnant to the very nature of a testamentary

transaction. The analogy, it may be said, ()ors not hold in all particulars; but does it hold in any?

The blessings of the new covenant are not property apart from the Deity, and bequeathed to future

possessors: they are acts of the divine love, performed by the divine agency on the persons and hearts

of the saved. The economy of dispensing them is not a declaration of will on the part of one person,

and the execution of that declaration on the part of another, but a manifestation of mercy from first

to last on the part of one God. The blessings do not pass from Deity as their present possessor, to

be enjoyed by believers as the heirs of his property, but are gifts of his favour bestowed on them
as ransomed captives,—as ' the purchased possession' of the Saviour. The new coveiiant, view it

as we may, whether in reference to God as dispensing it, to the sacrifice of Christ as establishing

it, to the nature of its blessings, or to the character and position of its objects, is, in all respects, a
system of sovereign promise rendered right and practicable by the work of atonement. But what
idea of sovereign promise, what idea of substitution, of mediation, of redemption by sacrifice, will

comport w ith the notion of * a person's declared and written will ?'

As to the old covenant, what is it?

—

'the covenant of works," or the covenant at Sinai? If the
former, neither the word covenant, nor the word testament, nor any word or phrase of meaning similar

to either, is applied to it in scripture. The Adamic dispensation, as we may in a future note have
occasion to show, rested on no basis, and possessed no properties, of the nature of a covenant, and
still less of the nature of testamentary bequest. All the parts of scripture, such as the Epistle to

the Hebrews, the Epistle to the Galatians, chap. iv. '24, and various passages in the prophets,

which mention or contrast ' the old covenant' and 'the new,' distinctly identify the former with
the transaction at Sinai. Now the Siiiaitic covenant, or Mosaic law, so far from being a bequest
of property to heirs, was a legislative enactment to subjects; it spoke the language, not of a
testator, but of a king and lawgiver; it addressed men, not as legatees who should at a future

period receive what was tlien enjoyed by another, but as persons who might rebel, and should
become amenable to punishment; it was established or confirmed, not by the death of him who
gave it, but by the institution of a multiform ritual of typical sacrifice; it was, on the one hand,
given and dispensed by Jehovah, as King of Israel, and was, on the other, received and obeyed
through the sacrificial slaughter of bulls ami of goats. Both the old covenant, and the new like-

wise, were sovereign appointments, resting on God's authority as man's Creator and Judge, and
solemnly enforced by penal sanctions. Men might not refuse the Sinaitic covenant, or disobey any
of its injunctions, but at their peril ; and still less may they despise or reject the covenant of grace,

without incurring destruction. * He that despised Moses' law died without mercy, under two or
three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, whereby atone-
ment was made, a common thing?' Heb. ix. 28, 29. The clause rendered, in the authorized version,

'wherewith he was sanctified,' is iv * hyiur^n. The verli a.yia,Z,u) n-tains throughout the Epistle to
the Hebrews its ritual significatioii, and means ' tc atone.' See ii. lO; ix. 13; x. 10, 14. lux.
10, as in the present passage, the verl» is iti the passive voice, hyiarfiivoi ifffat, ' We have had expia-
tion made for us through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ.' The phrase u u riyiar^ti, there-
fore, ought to be translated ' whereby atonement was made lor him,' or ' w heref)y he was atoned for.'

With no propriety, then, even with the utmost stretching and accommodation of metaphor, can either
the old or the new covenant be called a testament.

There is just one passage which appears to militate against our conclusion, and it is grievously
distorted by mistranslation :

' And for this cause, he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called mi^jht receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there
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rtiiist also, of neressity. be the deHtli of the teetntor. For a testHitient is of force Rfier men nre

dead; otherwise it is of no ^treiij;th (it .ill wliile the testator livcth. Wlieieiipon, rieitluT the fiist

testament was dedieatid without hlood,' lli'b. ix. 15— 18. 'Ibis psissiifre lies in the eenfre ol n

consecutive ami closely coinpiicted ar^Mim<'iit, extending from the coinnienceiiient of the eiglith

chapter to the eij;hteenth verse of the tenth. Both in the early parts of the argument, and toward
the close, viii. 6, 8— 10; ix. 4; x. 16, the same word occurs which is here rendered * testa(rieiit.'

3i<c9»x» ; and, in these place?!, it is. as it ought to be, unifoimiy translated 'covenant.' If it

mean ' testament' in one p«rt of the argument, it must mean so throughout. But what must be

thought of the phrasL-s, * the mediator of a better testament,' ' the first testament had ordinances

of divine service and a worldly sanctuary,' 'the ark of the testament laid round about with gold?'

Does a bequeathing of property require or admit the services of a mediator? or was such a transac-

tion coiniected with the ceremonial of the Jewish sanctuary, or characteristic of the ark surmounted
Ity the mercy-seat? From beginning to end of the argument, S/aSr^n has clearly its ordinary mean-
ing of 'covenant ;* and, indeerl. in several passages (viii. 8, lO; x. 16.). occurs in quotations from
the Septuagint, and, through that medium, is identitied with the Hebrew word n'^2. In the sense

of a constitution confirmed by sacrifice, it forms the pivot on which the whole of the apostle's argu-

ment turns. It, and the word rendered 'testator,' are derived from the same root, and embody the

same leading idea. AtaBiftivus is not a noun, but a participle, or a participial adjective; and, neces-

sarily having an understood noun in regimen with it, denotes the covenanting, or covenant-conform-

ing victim. The same noun which is understood with it ought clearly to have the place, in the

phrase 'after men are dead,' which our translators give to the wor<l 'men.' That phrase, iwi

»i*giH(, is literally, ' upon, or over dead;' and, along with the understood noun, is 'over dead vic-

tims.' The entire passage, therefore, ought to be translated thus: ' And for this cause he is the

mediator of the new covenant, that by means of death for the redemption of the transgressions under
the tirst covenant, they who are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where
there is a covenant, there must of necessity be the death of the covenant-confirming victim; because

a covenant is confirmed over dead victims, since it is not at all valid while the covenant-confirming

victim liveth. Whereupon neither the first covenant was solemnized without blood.* That this is

the true translation, or at least exhibits the true sense of the passage, is evident from what follows:
* For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people, according to the law, he took the

blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet- wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
and all the people, saying. This is the blood of the covenant which God hath enjoined to you.'

These words are so consecutive with what preceded them, that the ' calves' and the 'goats' are

clearly the 'covenant-confirming, or dead victims' of the covenant. But were calves and goats

'testators?' I shall add the very apposite and luminous remarks of M'Knight on the passage:
" The things affirmed in the common translation concerning the new testament, namely, that it

has a mediator, that that mediator is the testator himself, that there were transgressions of a lormer

testament, for the redemption of which the mediator of the new testament died, and that the first

testament was made, bj' sprinkling the people in whose favour it was made with blood,—are all

things quite foreign to a testament. For was it ever known in any nation that a testament needed

a mediator ? or that the testator was the mediator of his own testament ? or that it was necessary

the testator of a new testament should die to redeem the transgressions of a former testament? or

that any testament was ever made by sprinkling the legatees with blood? These things, however,
were usual in covenants. They had mediators who assisted at the making of them, and were sure-

ties for the performance of them. They were commonly ratified by sacrifices, the blood of w hich

was sprinkled on the parties; withal, if any former covenant was infringed by the parties, satisfac-

tion was given at the making of a second covenant. By calling Christ ' the mediator of the new
testament,' our thoughts are turned away entirely from the view which the scriptures give us of his

death as a sacrifice for sin; whereas, if he is called 'the mediator of the new covenant,' which is

the true translation of lia^tixtit xaivtif funrns, that appellation directly suggests to us that the new
covenant was procured and ratified by his death as a sacrifice for sin."

As to applying the name 'old and new testaments' to the scriptures, the only text which appears
to sanction it is, like that in Hebrews, disfigured by mistranslation of the word lia^nxti. When
rightly translated, it reads thus: ' Who hath made us able ministers of the new covenant;' ' Until
this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old covenant,' 2 Cor. iii. 6, 14.

The first part of it seems to refer, not to the scriptures, l)ut to the great doctrints of the new
dispensation,—those which announce the ratification of the covenant of redemption; and the second
part of it does not necessarily refer to more of the Jewish scriptures, than those portions of them
which exhibit the covenant made at Sinai. But though the name 'old and new covenants' were
given, as it may not improperly be, to the entire scriptures of the Mosaic and the Christian dispen-

sations, it would simply be an instance of the common metonvmy which gives the name of a trans-

action to the document which records it. The Jewish scriptures are the old covenant, merely as

exhibiting the covenant made at Smai, and the apostolic scriptures are the new covenant, merely as

exhibiting the covenant of grace.

The scriptures are in no sense testaments. To remove absurdity from the idea of their being so,

Dr. Ridgeley is obliged to treat them, not as two testaments, but as one. He is also forced into

the inconsistency of representing this at one time as the testament of Deity, and at another as the
testament of the mediator. Scripture, according to its own account, is a 'law,'—a s_\stem of
'statutes,' 'ordinances,' 'oracles,'—'a record,' 'a testimony,' 'a word,' or discourse. As pro-
ceeding from God, it is the statute-book aiul oracle of the supreme lawgiver and guide; as pro-
ceeding from the mediati.r, it is the record of the •faithful and true witness;' as jointly reveahiig
the divine character and will, and describing the work of redemption, it is ' the word of God and
the testimony of Jesus Christ.' But a testimony, a statute-book, a supernatural comuiunication,
are ideas widely alien from that of a testament.
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Dr. Ri(]gcley not only calls scriptur.' a tcstagient. b\it shvs that ,' Clirist rati tied it by Iiis death.'

Si-ri|iture, liOAt-ver. (iiii not iifed ratifitvttion. The off-rinsr of a divinely qiinlitied saL-rifice was

iiecfssirv in order to ili bestowal of the hh-s-smg* ot th.^ (-verlastinfir covenmit ; but was not nee<ied

in ordi-r to the lev.lat on of the divine ivill. All scripture, indeed, points to Christ, and receives

its import from Ins m (iiatoriul work; but if. for this re;isoii, it was ratified by his death, it must, on

th- -ame principle, have been raiti'd \>\ all the events which it records, and particularly by the

fiilfiliiu-nt of the piopheciis which it conra ns. Scripture would not be true if Christ had not dird;

bu' initiier would it iie true if C\rus, or Aniinchns Kp phanes. or any othtf person described in its

propli cies, had not acted as it foretold. Chi ist fuljilttd 8 ripture, but did not ratify it: he verified

Lis ttHtiinony, and ratified the divine covenant.

Dr. Ring ley sp.ifks. like - ise, of tlie s.'..ls annex d to s-cripture as a testament. But in what

seii>e, or nv what slretcli of met;iplior, can ' the sacraments under the old and new testatneiit' be

said to seal the word of Uod ? The o.dy sacrament called a 'seal' is circumcision; and it is

declared tojiive been, not a s. al ot divine revelation, but 'a seal of the righteousness of the faith

wbiih Abraham had. yet bring uncircumcised,' Rom. iv. II. We read of the Father having sealed

the Son, John vi. "27 ;' of believers being sealed bv the Holy Spirit, Eph. i 13; iv, 30; of the ser-

vants of God being sealed en their foreheads. Rl'\. vii. 2—4; of the converted Corinthians having

betn si als of P.iul's apostleship. 1 Cor. ix. 2; of transgri ssion being sealed. Job xi v. 17; of the

Lori.'s knowledge ot his p ople being a seal that they are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19; and of believers, by

tlieir piactical exhibition ot tlie trntli of Christianity, setting to their seal that God is true, John
iii. 33,—but where have we ev, ii a tiint that 'the sacraments' seal the divine word? If, in any

due sense of the metaphor, scripture was ever sealed, its se ils are the verification of its doctrines

in tlie eXjieritnee of converted sinners, the fullilment of Us prophecies, and the miracles which
attende>i its first prouiulgatiini.

Tile name ' Old and Ne >» Testament' has been so long in general use as a designation of scripture,

that it will proliably r.main wliile the English langu-ige ensures As conveniently distinguishing

tiie scrip. ures of the loimer dispi nsaiion from those of the present, it ought to give place to the

significant (iesi{;nation, * the old and ne \ coveiiiint;' thougli, if used simply lor sake of distinction,

anii <.n:y, like the word ' liilde,' as a conventional title, it caniiot do much harm. The sting ot its

impropriety consists in ascribing to the divine word the properties and accidents of a testamentary

document, and, pariicul.iily. in indirectly ideiitilying tlie s-ime properties and accidents with the

coven ni of re(leni|itii)ii. VVIioi vei u^es tlie word 'testament' to designate scripture, should take

care ih.it tiie iiieas of tes a orsliip, lef;iit( eship, and tesiamentary sealing ami ratification, be not

as-ociat'd with the in)tion either of du ine revelation, or ot the covenant of grace.

—

Ed.]
[Note 1. Tne Sufficuncy af Scripture.— Dr. Rinyeley rather misses tiie po:nt of his last argument.

The passage in Deuieioiioiiii declares the compkteiirss ot the Mosaic law, as the ceremonial, judi-

cial, anil moral code ot the Jewish i.ispi n>ation ; ami the passage in Revelation declares the com-
pli lenessof the canon, or of the eniire scriptures, as a permanent luleot taith to man. Additional

to I lie arguments adduced by Dr. 11., the MilHciency ol scripture may be proved from its being a

work ot God, and, like every other »>oi k ol his. periect in its kind,—(rom its htness to produce faith,

hope, spiritual worsliip, saving knowhdg. , and all tlic other practical ends ot a revelation,— troin

the intiitiplicit), variety, and iiniiutenes.^ ot its lUusi rat ions of leading doctrines and duties,—from
til. adaptation ot its lessons to all possible diversities ol human character, experience, and condition,

—and from such declarations as these: ' All scripture is ^i»en by iiis()iratioii ot God, aiid is profit-

able lor doctrine, for repioof, lor correction, tor instruction in rij;hteousness, that the man of God
uia_\ be pertect, thorouf^lily turnishen unto all good works,' 2 Tim. in. 16, 17. ' Bind up the tesli-

moiii, seal the law, among my disciples. 1 o the law antl to the testimony, it they speak not accord-

ing to this \\ord, it is because there is no light in them,' Isa. viii. 16, 20. 'These were more noble

than those in Thessalonica, in that thev searched the scrij)iures dail. , whether those things were so,'

Acts xvii. 1 1. • They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear them. It they hear not Moses
anil (he prophets, neither will ttie\ be persuaded, tliough one rose from the dead,' Luke xvi. 29,

ai.— Ed.]
[_NoTii K. Unwritten sayinys of Christ.—The only point sought to be proved here by the Roman-

ists IS, that there w ere sa^ ings ot Chiist, remembered by his immediate disciples, which were not

cummitled to writing; and this point is not denied, nor do. s it, in aii\ respect, countenance the

doctrine of tradition, or militate afjaiiist the sulliciencv ot scripture. John expressly says, 'There
are ii.an_\ other tilings which Jesus dm,' saiings. doubtless, \(hich he spoke, as well as deeds which
he pertormed, ' the which, it they sliould be written everi one, 1 suppose that e\eii the world itself

t:ouid not contain the books that biioulil be writt n;' bnt he immediately adds, ' liut these'—these

whirl! have heen sele ted and recorded b. inspiriiiion— 'are wri.teii, tiiat ye might believe thac

JesUs Is the Chi ist, ti.e San ot God, ami that believing \ e might have lile through his name,' John xxi.

"lb ; XX. 31. Only such siiy iiigs as are \\ ritteii, ihcielore, aie our gui.ie in belie v iiig, or foi m part of

our rule of taith; ami these are so sufficient, so pertect, tur every purpose ot religion, that the taith

(it them inVoives spiritual and eternal life. The uiiwriiteii savings were, for the most part, such
as li.id heen spoken in a private capacitt to individuals,— such, tor exam|de, as had been spoken
prewuus to the commeiicemeiit of his puolic minisiri, or such as resembled the many inspired but
mer. It oral messages, which the prophets delivered to kings; and thei all were consentaneous with
those which were written, and, however varied in language and illustration, contained at least no
sep.nate or additional point ot tai li. The., hence, were not meant for the world; euii uurtt «;/*«/ t«»

xarfiot pi^u^riffcu to, y^uipofiiiia jiifiXia, ' 1 think that the viorld could not receive,' owing to their not being
adiipiiii lull, "the m/oks .t iiicu should be written.' Oi/;^*i{iir lias clearly the sense ot not receiving in

const qiience ol non-aduptation. ' Ills disciples say unio mm, It the case of a man lie so w ith his w ite,

it iBiiul good to marry. Liut he said unlo tbeiii, All men caiinoL receive ibis sa; ing,' tu rcortf ;^ufsur4 rtt
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/«y«y TSKTow, ' but tilt y to whom it is pivcii : for thi-re are some eiiiiuchs!,' Sic, Matth. x'x. 10— 1-2.

• Thf world <()iilil not" receive tin- books,' stiictly mfans. th. ri-tore. 'the books should not lie lilted

or adajjted tor the uorld;'— t he >ayiiifi;s u hich they should itcord were either so personal to the nidi-

Tiiiu:ils to whom thf\ were si>oken. or so limited in ranj;e, > ompared ^^ith sa}inf;sot the sum.' import

which are recorded, h8 to be iinsuite<i to the general or varied capacity ot the numerous cla-s s of

readers. It. too, ihev could not, on account ot their nunilier and hulkiness, be committed to writ-

iu-, thev could still less be cathered and hainietl down by tradition. As to the particular saving,

*lt is more blessed to give than to receive," though not found in the gospels, it is found in s. riptnre;

anil it can be made a warrant for receiving other all.'ge.l sayings ot Christ, only on the supposition

thit they too have been reconied by inspiration. 'J'he argument, view it as we may, dispiov.s the

doctrine' ot tradition, and iirtirins the S(de authority ol the written word.— F,D.]

[Note L. The Form of Sound Words What the ' iorm ol sound words' was, is Jiot stated by

Dr. Ridgelev. It is made to mean 'trudiiion' by Romanists, and 'a formal creed,' by the aiivocates

ol lixed human standards ot faith. Another passage which speaks of 'a toim,*—a 'form of (ioi trine,'

and which also the llouianists quote as a sanction to tradition, contains decn.ed evidence as to what

the foim was: 'Ye h.ive obeveii fioin the heart that form ot doctrine which was delivered _\ou,'

Rom. vi. 17. This passige, rightly translated, reads: 'Ye have obeyed from the heart that mould

ot coctrine into which \e were east, or delivered.' The word rurot mems such a muuiil or nie as

imparts shape and impression to aielti d metal; ami, as occurring in the phrase ik «'» fragtSo^uTt ruwor

lilaxvi, It describes the gospel, or those truths which had been belie ve<l by the Christian coinerts,

as a die into which their liearts had hi en cast, and which had imparted to tbein an impress of the

image and superscription of God. The word i^cruirvirs!, as appears from its derivation, and from

its conventional use, is analogous. Timothy had received 'a moulding of sound words:' he had

learned from scripture, and heard from the apostle Paul, doctrines which made distinct delineations

on the mind, and stamped definite impressions on the heart: he had come in contact with the gospel,

Tiot as with a substance which coin eyed only contused marks of contact, or no marks whatever, Itut

as witli one which impressed "a moulding,' a'fgihle representation, a well-deline:ited picture or plan

ol excellence on the character. How different is this 'moulding of sound words' from the idea either

of a formal creed, or of authoritative oral tradition!

'That which was committed to Timothy's trust,' is simply the opposite of 'profane and vain

babtdiiigs, and oppo-itioiis ot science, falsely so called.' Paul reminds him that he had ' professed a

good protessioii before main witnesses;' he bids him 'fight the good fight ot faitli," and charges hiin

to 'keep this commiuidmeiit without spot,' 1 Tim. vi. 1'2, 14; and now, in opposition to protane and

vain babblings, mid ihe illusions ot false philosophy, he enjoins him to holdfast what he had professed,

and continue trustworthy in coiiteiiding for the truth Ed.]
[NoTK M. Paul's Tiudttiuns to the Thessalonians.—Dr. Ridgeley arbitrarily distinguishes, as to

their authority, betw*en I'aiil's written doctrines, and those of his public ministry. Paul himself

does not distinguish bet w em th. in, but enjoins obedience to both in the same language, and applies

to both the same epithet. The thii.gs which he had written, and the things which he had preached,

were ' traditions ;' they were inatteis 'delivered' to the Thessalonians lor the guidance ot their

faith, but they were 'traditions' they were 'delivered,* simply as conveyed from the writer to the

reader, or from the speaker to the hearer, not as received from some one anterior to Paul, or us

committed to the Thessalonians for transmission to future ages, apart from the canon of revelation.

The apostles, in the first instance, all orally taught the s-ame things which five of their number,

and three evangelists, afterwards committed to wi.ting. Paul, in the particular case belore us,

communic.ited his doctrines to the Thessalonians, first by his personal ministry, and next b) epi>tle;

and he 'taught' them equally by what he ^poke and by what he wrote. Till the canon ot scripture

was completed, his discourses were of the same authority as the wiitteu word ; ami they contanied

just the same matter which became embodied in the apostolic scriptures. He had as yet written

none of his epistles, except the first to the Thessalonians; he was now writing his Second epistle,

and acUiressing it to the same ptople; he u>es the phrase 'our epistle,' literally, and with emphasis;

and, aware iiow many doctrines and facts of the new dispensation remained yet to be penned, he

enjoins attention equally to the portion ot truth which he had taugiit in person, and to that which he

had communicated by letter. As yet tl.ere was need tor the oral teaching ol the apostles. All

those facts, and doctrines, and illustrations of the new eionomy, which were alterwards placed

fixedly before the world in the epistles to the Romans, to the Galatiaiis, to the Corinthians, to tiie

Hebrews, aiul, in other hooks ot the apostolic scriptures, were taught as yet only by oral communi-

cation ; and, being esbeutial to the edification of believers and the exten^ion ol Christianiiy, they

demanded lor 'the word' ot Paul, or ot any of his inspired fellow labourers, the same deference which

was claimed for his 'epistle,'—tor the commencing, and as yet the only portion ot his large contri-

bution to the canon of the new dis|iensation. Such were the 'traditions' which had been delnered

to the 'I'bessalonians by 'word:' they were in perfect harmony with the 'traditions by epistle, and,

in all respects, identidl with what is now exhibited in the completed scriptures.

A chief topic ot the oral traditions contended tor by the chuich of Rome is, according to Bellar-

mine, the character and coming of antichrist. Now this topic is discussed at considerable length in

the very epistle in which Paul commands attention to his traditions; aiHi it was afterwards fully

developed, and held up to view in all its details, in the first epistle to Timothy, in the first epistle

©f John, and in the book ot Revelation 1-D.]

[NoTii N. Arijuments ayumst TiuuUtun.— L)r. Rii'gele.> contents himself with simply repelling

Ihe Romish arguments in imour o( the authority of traditions. He might, however, have ea>iiy

adduced many arguments on the other side. The Jewisli trauitions were condemned by Christ,

Matl. XV. 2—9; iMark vii. o— 14 All traditions which are not echoes of the written woiu are

coiidtmncd by the apostles, Col. ii. 8, lb—23; Gal. i. U ; Tit. i. 14; 1 Cor. i>.t)— iN'ecessury'
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trai'itioiis, or oral iipostolic instructions, were so ineffective previous to the completion of scrip-.

ture. that, on such importKiit topics as justification, the obligation of the ceremonial law, the right

observance of the eucharist, and the proper use of supernatural gifts, they required to be promptly

corrected, and displaced by written revelation. Gal. iii. 1—6; 1 Cor. vii. xi. xiv; Eph. iv. 14; Rom.
xvi. 17: Phil. i. 2"; 'ii- -•—Traditions, even with the help of a race of prophets, and of frequent

revelation, were inefficient in the ante-Mosaic age; and, on the simplest topics of moral duty, as

well as on matters of doctrine and worship, were necessarily supplanted by a written rule ot (aith

—Though the Jews, like the Romanists, pretemitd to both a written and an unwritten revelation,

our Lord and his apostles, in all their reasonings with them, appealed only to the scriptures, John
V. 39, 46, 47; Matt. xv. 3, 9 Traditions, as contended tor by Romanists, nowhere exist,—are not

contained in any depository,—and, in any emergency, qr for any purpose of appeal, cannot be found.

Though the Church of Rome had possessed traditions, she cannot be trusted (or preserving them;
for she can give no traditionary expositions of theological or textual difficulties,—she has been
unable, as is proved by the enormous discrepancies between the Vulgate of Sixtus V. and that of
Clement VIII., to preserve even the text of her adopted translation of the scriptures,—she has

rejected undoubted traditions of early times, such as the threefold application of water in baptism,

and the giving of the eucharist to infants,—she has maintained the authority of forged documents,
such as the Decretals, the Donation of Constantirie, and pseudo-decrees of the first council of Nice,

—she has widely depaited (rocn some universally-received and orthodox doctrines of the catholic

church of the early centuries, as on the subjects of purgatory, indulgences, half-communion, and
the canon of scripture,—and she has altered and varied her pretended traditions, according to her

caprice, or in order to suit the shifting tastes of society, as in the changes in her Breviary, and in

her doctrines respecting the mass-sacrifice, the number of the sacraments, and the Pope's temporal
power.

—

Ed.]

THE INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.

Question. IV. Now doth it appear that the scriptures are the word of God f

Answer. The scriptures manifest themselves to be the word of God by their majesty and
purity ; by the consent of all the parts, and the scope of the whole, which is to give all glory to God;
by their light and power to convince and convert sinners, to comfort and build up believers to
salvation : but the Spirit of God, bearing witness by and with the scriptures in the heart of man,
is alonp able fully (o persuade it that they are the very word of God.

Before we proceed to consider the arguments here brought to prove the scriptures

to be the word of God, some things may be premised [See note O, p. G2] respecting

The nature, necessity, and possibility of revelation.

I. "When we speak of the scriptures as divine, we mean more than that they treat

of God and divine things, or of his nature and works ; for many human uninspired
writings, in proportion to the wisdom of their authors, tend to set forth the divine
perfections. And when we assert that every thing contained in the scriptures is

infallibly trhe, we do not deny that there are many things which we receive from
human testimony, of the truth of which it would be scepticism to entertain the least

doubt. When we receive a truth from human testimony, however, we judge of it

by the credibility of the evidence, and, in proportion to this, we fix the degree of
certainty which belongs to it. But when we suppose a truth to be divine, we have
the highe.st degree of certainty respecting it, simply because it is the word of him
that cannot lie. Thus we consider the holy scriptures as of divine origin, or given
by the inspiration of God ; or as his revealed will, designed to bind the consciences
of men. And we regard the penmen, not as the inventors of them, but only as the
instruments made use of to convey them to us. Hence the apostle Pet?r says,
' Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man ; but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost;''' and the apostle Paul says, 'I certify

unto you, that the gospel, which was preached of me, is not after man ; neither
received I it of man ; neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.'^
The former asserts inspiration concerning scripture in general ; and the latter
asserts it concerning that part which was transmitted to us by him. Such is what
yre mean when we say the scripture is the word of God.

k 2 Pet. 1.21. 1 Gal. i. 11, 12.
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2. It is necessary for us to know and believe the scriptures to be the word of God.

They are to be received by us as a rule of faith and obedience in whatever respects •

divine things ; and if we do not believe them to be the word of God, we are desti-

tute of a rule, and our religion must be a matter of the greatest uncertainty. And

as laith and obedience are a branch of religious worship, they involve an entire

subjection to God, a firm and unshaken assent to whatever he reveals as true, and

a readiness to obey whatever he commands, as being influenced by his authority,

—

all of wliich are inconsistent with any hesitation or doubt as to the divine origin of

scripture. Moreover, it is only in the scriptures that we liave an account of the

way in which sinners may have access to God, the terms of their finding acceptance

in his sight, and all the promises of eternal blessedness on which their hope is found-

ed; and" if we are not certain that the scriptures are the word of God, our faith

and iiope are vain. It is in the scriptures that * life and immortality are brought to

light,'"' and by 'searching them, we think that we have eternal life.'"

°3. Divine revelation is necessary ; and it is not impossible, or contrary to reason or

the divine perfections, for God to impart his mind and will to men in the way we

call inspiration. These points must be made apparent, else it is vain to attempt to

give arguments to prove the scriptures to be the word of God. And,

That divine revelation is necessary, appears from this :—as religion is necessary,

so there are some tilings contained in it which cannot be known by the light of

nature, namely, all those divine laws and institutions which are the result of God's

arbitrary will ; and as these cannot be known by the light of nature, or in a way

of reasoning derived from it, they must be known by special revelation. Positive

laws, as opposed to those that are moral, rest on a different foundation from the

latter ; and the glory of God's sovereignty eminently appears in the one, as that of

his holiness doth in the other. Now his sovereign pleasure relating to his positive laws

could never have been known without divine revelation ; and then all that revenue

of glory, which is brought to him by them, would have been entirely lost, and there

would have been no instituted worship in the world. The gospel, also, which is

called ' tlie unsearchable riches of Christ,'" must have been for ever a hidden thing

;

and the condition of those who bear the Christian name would have been no better

than that of the heathen,—concerning whose devotion, the apostle Paul, though

speaking of the wisest and best of them, says, they ' ignorantly worshipped an un-

known God.'P and ' the world by wisdom"^ knew not God.'^ And the reason is,

that they were destitute of divine revelation.

It is not impossible or contrary to reason or the divine perfections, that God

should reveal his mind and will to man. If it is possible for one creature to im-

part liis mind and will to another, certainly God can do this ; for there is no ex-

cellency or perfection in the creature but what is eminently in him. And if it be

not unworthy of the divine majesty to be omnipresent, and to uphold all things by

the word of his power, it is not unbecoming his perfections to manifest himself to

intelligent creatures, who, as such, are fit to receive the discoveries of his mind

and will. His endowing them with faculties capable of receiving these manifesta-

tions, also argues, that he designed that they should be favoured with them.

Whatever displays, therefore, there may be of infinite condescension in the work

of revealing his character and will, yet it is not unbecoming his perfections to per-

form it. And as God cannot be at a loss for an expedient liow to discover his

mind and will to man, and is not confined to one certain way ; so he may, if he

pleases, make it known by inspiration. Nor is there any thing in the subject that

should liinder liim from impressing on the minds of men whatever ideas lie designs

to impart. That even a finite spirit can make impressions on the mind, will hardly

be denied by any but those who, with the Sadducees, deny the nature and power

of spirits. It follows that God can much more impress the souls of men, or imme-

diately communicate his mhid to them, in the way we call inspiration. To deny

that there is such a thing as inspiration, is not only to deny the credibility of

scripture-history, as well as its divine autliority, but it is to deny that which the

heathen, by the light of nature, have universally believed to be consonant to rea-

m 2 Tim. i. 10. n Jobii v. 39. o Eph. iii. 8. p Acts xvii. 23. q I Cor. i. 24.
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son ; for they often represent their gods as conversing with men, and appear, in

many of their writings, not to have the least doubt whether there has been such a
thing as inspiration.

Proofs that the scriptures are inspired.

We are now to consider those arguments which are brought to prove the scrip-

tures to be the word of God, or that they were given V)y divine inspiration. These
are of the nature either of internal evidence, taken from the subject-matter of scrip-

ture, the majesty of the style, the purity of the doctrines, the harmony or consent of

all the parts, and the scope or tendency of the whole to give all glory to God ; or else

of external, taken from tlie testimony which God himself gave to inspiration, at

first by miracles, whereby the mission of the prophets, and consequently what they
were sent to deliver, was confirmed, and afterwards, in succeeding ages, by the use

which he hath made of scripture in convincing and converting sinners, and building

up believers to salvation. These are the arguments mentioned in this answer, and
shall be distinctly considered. Some others also shall be added. One shall be
taken from the character of the inspired writers, that they were holy men, and so

would not impose on the world, or pretend themselves to have been inspired, if

they were not,—that they were plain and honest men, void of all craft and subtilty,

and so could not impose on the world,—and that even had they attempted any im-

posture, they had a great many subtle and malicious enemies, who would soon have
detected it. Another argument shall be taken from the sublimity of the doctrine

;

in which respect it is too great, and has too much wisdom in it, to have been in-

vented by men. Others shall be taken from the antiquity of scripture, together

with its wonderful preservation, notwithstanding all the endeavours of its enemies
to root it out of the world. We shall then consider how far the testimony of the

church is to be regarded, not as though it contained the principal foundation of

our faith, as the papists suppose, but as an evidence additional to those that have
been before given. And finally, we shall speak something concerning the witness

of the Spirit with the scripture in the heart of man, which inclines him to be per-

suaded by, and to rest in, the other arguments brought to support the truth of in-

spiration. And if all these be taken together, they will, we hope, beget a full

conviction in the minds of men, that the scriptures are the word of God.
I, The majesty of the style in which scripture is written. This argument does

not hold equally good with respect to all the parts of scripture ; for there are, in

many places, a great plainness of speech and familiarity of expression adapted
to the meanest capacity, and sometimes a bare relation of things, without that

majesty of expression which we find in other places. Thus, in the historical books,

we do not observe such a loftiness of style, as in Job, Psalms, Isaiah, and some
others of the prophets ;—although there are arguments of another nature to prove

them to be of divine authority. We may, however, observe such expressions as

set forth the sovereignty and greatness of God, interspersed with almost the whole
scripture ; as when he is represented speaking in a majestic way, tending not only

to bespeak attention, but to strike those that hear or read witli a reverential fear

of his divine perfections. Thus when he gives a summons to the whole creation

to give ear to his words, ' Hear, heavens ; and give ear, earth, for the Lord
hath spoken ;'" or swears by himself, that 'unto him every knee shall bow, and
every tongue shall swear ;'* or when it is said, ' Thus saith the Lord, the heaven
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool ;'' and elsewhere, 'The Lord reigneth,

let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of the isles be glad thereof. Clouds and
darkness are round about him ; righteousness and judgment are the habitation of

his throne. A fire goeth before him ; his lightnings enlightened the world. The
hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord ; at the presence of the Lord of

the whole earth ;'" and when he is represented as casting contempt on all the great
men of this world, and is said to * cut off the spirit of princes, and to be terrible

to the kings of the earth,''' and to * charge' even ' liis angels with folly ;'y or when

r Im. i. 2. B Chap. xlv. 23. t Chap. Ixvi. 1. u Psal. xcvii. 1—5.
X Psal. Ixxvi. 12. y Job iv. 18.
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the prophet speaks of Iiini, as lie wlio liad ' nieasured the waters in tlie hollow of

liis haml, and mett'd the heavens witli a span, and comprehended the (hist of the

earth in a measure, and weighed tlie mountains in sc-ales, and the liills in a bal-

ance ;' before whom ' the nations of the eartii are as a (h'oj) of the bucket, and are

counted as the small dust of the balance ; yea, as nothinj^, less than notliin^f and
vanity.'^ It would be almost endless to refer to the many places of scripture, iu

which God speaks in sucli a style as is inimitable by any creature. Of this wo
have several instances in the book of Job, especially in those chapters where he is

represented as answering Job out of the whirlwind,'' and Avhere expressions arc

used wliich, if not immediately from God, could proceed only from the most bold

presumption in any creature, and which, tliereibre, argue the style to be divine,

great, and magnificent. The argument taken from the majestic style of scripture,

is not without its proper weight ; and it may serve to prepare us for those other

•arguments, which, together with this, evince the divine origin of scripture.

II. The divine authority of scripture appears from the purity of its doctrines.

The ai'gument from this holds good, whether we consider the scripture absolutely,

or compare it with other writings. It will appear, by its purity, not only to excel all

other compositions, but to be truly divine, and to be deservedly styled the ' Holy
Scripture.'*^ The words of it are ' pure as silver tried in a furnace, purilied seven

times ;'*-' and it speaks of ' right things in which there is nothing fruward or per-

verse.'*^ Every one that weighs the subject-matter of it may behold therein the

displays of the glory of the holiness of God. Let us consider, then, that the word
of God appears to be divine from its purity and holiness.

1. As considered absolutely, or in itself. It lays open the vile and detestable

nature of sin, to render it abhorred by us. Thus tlie apostle says, * I had not

known sin,' that is, I had not so lully understood the abominable nature thereof as

I do, ' but by the law ; for I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou
shalt not covet ;''' and hereupon he concludes, that ' the law is holy, and the com-
mandment holy, and just, and good.' It also presents to our view various instances

of the divine vengeance, and shows us how the wrath of God is revealed against the

mirighteousness of siimers, to make them afraid of rebelling against him. Thus
it gives us an account how the angels fell by rebellion from their first habitation, and
are thrust down to hell, being ' reserved in chains under darkness, unto the judg-

ment of the great day ;'* and how man by disobedience lost his primitive integrity and
glory, and exposed himself to the wrath and curse of God, and to all the miseries of

this life consequent upon these ; and how sin has destroyed flourishing nations and
rendered them desolate,—how the Jews were first carried into Babylon for their

idolatry and other abominations, and afterwards cast off and made the sad monu-
ment of the divine wrath, as at this day, for crucifying Christ, persecuting his fol-

lowers, and opposing the gospel. It also gives an account of the distress and terror

of conscience, which wilful and presumptuous sins have exposed particular persons

to,—such as Cain, Judas, and others ; and it describes these in a very pathetic

manner, when it says of the wicked man who has his portion of the good things of

this life, that when he comes to die, ' terrors take hold of him as waters ; a tem-
pest stealeth him away in the night ; the east-wind carrieth him away, and he de-

parteth, and hurleth him out of his place ; for God shall cast upon him, and not
spare ; he would fain flee out of his hand.'''' Moreover, the scripture warns sinners

of that eternal ruin which they expose themselves to in the other world :
' Who

shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.'*' All these things discover the purity and holi-

ness 01 the word of God. Nor does scripture ever give the least indulgence or

dispensation to sin, or, in any of its doctrines, lead to licentiousness. And it not
only reproves sin in the life and outward conversation of men, but also discovers

its secret recesses iu the heart, where its chief seat is ; and obviates and guards
against its first motions, tending thereby to regulate the secret thoughts of men,

t Isa. xl. 12, 15, 17. a Job xxxviii xli. b Rom. i. 2. c Psal. xii. 6.

d Prov. viii. 6—8. e Rom. vii. 7. f Jude 6. g Job xxvii. 20—22.

h 2 Thess, i. 9.
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and the principle of all their actions, which it requires to be pure and holj. All

the blessings and benefits also, which it holds forth, or puts us in mind of, as tlie

peculiar instances of divine favour and love to man, are urged and insisted on as

motives to holiness. Thus it is said, ' The goodness of God leadeth thee to repen-

tance.'' And when Moses had been putting the Israelites in mind of God's increasing

them 'as the stars of heaven for multitude,''' he adds, ' therefore thou shalt love the

Lord thy God, and keep his charge and statutes, his judgments and command-
ments alwaj.' And when the loving-kindness of God has been abused by men,
scripture severely reproves them for their vile ingratitude ; as when it says, ' Do ye
thus requite the Lord, foolish people and unwise ? Is he not thy father that

bought thee ? Hath not he made thee, and established thee ?'^ All the examples
which it proposes to our imitation are such as savour of, and lead to holiness.

When it recommends the actions or conversation of men, it is more especially for

the holiness whicli they discover ; and when it describes the conduct of wicked-
men, together with the dreadful consequences of it, it is that we may avoid and
be deterreil from the sins which end in tlieir ruin. Again, the rules laid down re-

lating to civil affairs in the Old Testament dispensation, and the behaviour of one
man towards another, have a vein of holiness running through them aU. The govern-
ment of the Jewish state, as described in the books of Moses and elsewhere, dis-

covers it to be an holy commonwealth ; and the Jews are often called an holy
nation, as governed by those laws which God gave them. So the government
of the church in the gospel dispensation, is a holy government ; visible holiness is

a term of church-communion, and apostacy and revolt from God excludes from it.

Finally, all the promises contained in scripture are or will be certainly fulfilled,

and the blessings it gives us ground to expect, conferred ; and therefore it is a
faithful word, and consequently pure and holy.

2. If we compare the scripture with other writings, which are of human com-
position, it plainly excels in holiness. The writings of heathen moralists, such as

Seneca, Plato, and others, though they contain a great many good directions for

ordering the conduct of men, agreeably to the dictates of nature and right reason,
yet, for the most part, allow of or plead for some sins which the scripture men-
tions with abhorrence, such as revenging injuries and self-murder. These and
several other species of moral impurity, were not only practised by those who laid

down the best rules to enforce moral virtue, but were either countenanced, or, at
least, not sufficiently fenced against, by what is contained in their writings. And
their strongest motives to virtue, or the government of the passions, or a generous
contempt of the world, are taken principally from the tendency which a virtuous
course of life has to free us from those things that tend to debase and afflict the
mind, and fill it with uneasiness, when we consider ourselves as acting contrary to
the dictates of nature, which we have as intelligent creatures. The scripture, on
the other hand, leads us to the practice of Christian virtues from better motives,
and considers us not barely as men, but as Christians, under the highest obligations
to the blessed Jesus, and constrained to a virtuous life by his condescending love,

expressed in all that he has done and suffered for our redemption and salvation.

And it puts us upon desiring and hoping for communion with God, through him,
in the performance of those evangelical duties which the light of nature knows no-
thing of ; and so discovers a solid foundation for our hope of forgiveness of sin,

through his blood, together with peace of conscience and joy resulting from it. It

also directs us to look for that life and immortality which is brought to light through
the gospel. And in all these respects, it far excels the writings of the best heathen
moralists ; and so contains in it the visible marks and characters of its divine ori-

ginal.— If, again, we compare the scriptures with writings among Christians whicli
pretend not to inspiration, we shall find in these writings a great number of impure
and false doctrines, derogatory to the glory of God. And if men who liave the
scripture in their liands jiropagate unholy doctrines, they would do so much more
were there no scripture to guide them. Thus the popish doctrines of free-will, the
merit of good works, human satisfactions, penances, indulgences and dispensations

i Horn. ii. 4. k Deut. x. 22, compjired «ith chip. xi. 1. 1 Deur. xxxii. 6.
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for sin, are all impure doctrines, which are directly contrary to scripture. And as

contraries illustrate each other, so the holiness and purity of scripture which manitains

doctrines the opposite of these, will appear to those who impartially study it, and

understand its sense.— If, further, we compare the scriptures with the imposture of

Mahomet, in the book called the Alcoran, which the Turks make use of as a rule of

faith, and reckon truly divine, we shall find that that book contains a system not only

of fabulous but of corrupt and impure notions, accommodated to men's sensual inclina-

tions. Thus it allows of polygamy, and many impurities in this world, and promises

to its votaries a sensual paradise in the next, all which is contrary to scripture.

Compositions merely human, therefore, whether they pretend to divine inspiration or

not, discover themselves not to be the word of God by their unholiness ; while the

scripture manifests itself to be divine by the purity of its doctrine. Indeed, it can-

not be otherwise, considering the corruption of man's nature, as well as the dark-

ness and blindness of his mind ; in consequence of which, any rule of faith which

he might pretend to frame, will be like himself, impure and unholy. Hence that

which has such marks of holiness as the scripture has, appears to be inspired by a

holy God.
We shall now show the weight of this argument, or how far it may be insisted

on to prove the divine authority of scripture. It is to be confessed, that a book's

containing holy things, or rules for a holy life, does not of itself prove its divine

origin ; for then other books might be called the word of God besides the scrip-

ture. But this is so called, not only as containing some rules that promote lioli-

ness, but as being the fountain of all true religion. And its possessing this char-

acter above any book of human composition, atiords an argument of some weight to

prove it to be of God. 1. Man, who is prone to sin, naturally blinded and preju-

diced against divine truth and holiness, could never compose a book which is so

consonant to the divine perfections, and contains such a display of God's glory, and

is so adapted to make us holy. 2. If we suppose that man could invent a collec-

tion of doctrines, which tended to promote holiness, could he invent doctrines so

glorious, and so much adapted to this end, as those of scripture are? If he could,

he that does this must be either a good or a bad man : if the former, he would

never pretend the scripture to be of divine authority, w^hen it was his own compo-

sition ; and if the latter, it is contrary to his character, as such, to endeavour to pro-

mote holiness,—for then Satan's kingdom must be divided against itself. But of

this, we shall say more in* its proper place, when we come to consider the character

of the penmen of scripture, as a further proof of its divine authority. 3. It is plain

that the world without scripture, could not attain holiness. The apostle says, 'the

world by wisdom knew not God ;' ™ and certainly wdiere there is no saving knowledge

of God, there is no holiness. And the same apostle gives an account of the great

abominations that were committed by the heathen : who, being destitute of t-crip-

ture light, were 'filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetous-

ness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity,' ifec.° The fact,

therefore, that the doctrines contained in the scriptures are not only pure and holy

themselves, but tend to promote holiness in us, is not without its proper weight to

prove the divine origin of scripture.

III. The scriptures manifest themselves to be the word of God by the consent

or liarmony of all their parts. This argument will appear more strong and conclu-

sive, if we compare them with other writings, in which there is but little harmony.
Thus, if we consult the writings of most uninspired men, we shall find that their

sentiments are often inconsistent or contradictory ; and tliat if, as historians, tliey

pretend to report matters of fact, their evidence or report does not harmonize.

This shows that they are fallible ; while the exact and harmonious agreement of

scripture proves it divine. That merely human compositions agree not among
themselves, is very evident; and this is little to be wondered at, if we consider that

men are naturally bhnd and unacquainted with the things of God. As their writ-

ings are often inconsistent with the standard of truth, by which they are to be

tried, they will hardly be consistent with themselves, much less with one another.

m 1 Cor. i. 21. n Rom. i. 29—31.
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Nothing is more common than for men to betray their- weakness, and cast a blem-

ish on tlieir compositions by contradicting themselves ; especially if their writings aro

long, and on various subjects. They are also liable to contradict one another, when
any sciieme of doctrine is pretended to be laid down by difterent persons ; for when
they attempt to represent matters of fact, they often do it in a very different light.

This may be especially observed in those accounts that are given of doctrines which
are now, or not well known by the world ; or in historical accounts, not only of gen-

eral occurrences, but of particular circumstances attending them,—where, trusting

to their memory and judgment, they often impose on themselves and others. The
disagreement of human writings is particularly apparent when the authors were
men of no great natural wisdom. Ii especially they lived in different ages, or in

places remote from one another, and so could have no opportunity to consult one an-

other or compare their writings together, we shall scarce ever find a perfect harmony
or agreement in their writings. Now nothing preserves tlie books of scripture from
such inconsistency and contradiction as are found in all other compositions, except

that they were written by divine inspiration. This will appear, if we consider that

the penmen were in themselves as liable to mistake as other men. Had they been
left to themselves, they would have betrayed as much weakness, confusion, and
self-contradiction, as any other writers have done. They might even indeed have
betrayed more, inasmuch as many of them had not the advantage of a liberal educa-
tion, nor were conversant in human learning. But they were taken from mean
employments, and made use of by God as penmen of scripture, that we might, in

their want of human learning, see more of the divinity of the writings which they
were employed to transmit to us. Besides, they lived in different ages and places,

and so could not consult together what to impart ; and yet we find, as we shall

endeavour to prove, that they all agree together. The harmony of their writings,

therefore, is 9,n evident proof that they were inspired by the same Spirit, and con-
sequently that these writings are the word of God.
We might here consider the historical parts of scripture, and the account which

one inspired writer gives of matters of fact, as agreeing with what is related by
another ; and also the harmony of all the doctrines contained in them, as agreeing
not only in the general scope and design of the writings, but in the way and man-
ner in which they are particularly laid down or explained. But we shall illustrate

the harmony of scripture, only by comparing what is foretold in one part with what
is related in another as accomplished. There are various predictions relating to

the providential dealings of God with his people, which had their accomplishment in

an age or two after. Thus the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others, foretold the

captivity of the Jews, the number of years they should be detained in Babylon, and
their deliverance by Cyrus, who is expressly mentioned by name. These prophe-
cies, and the accomplishment of them, are so obvious, that there is no one who
reads the Old Testament but will see a harmony between them ; so that what in

one place is represented as foretold, in another place is spoken of as accom-
plished in its proper time." And the revolt and apostacy of Israel, their turning

aside from God to idolatry, and their falling in consequence into desolation, were
foretolil by Moses,? and by Joshua ;i and every one that reads the book of Judges
will see that the events occurred exactly as they were foretold.'" And the prophecy
of the great reformation which Josiah should make, and in particular, that he should

'burn the bones' of the idolatrous priests ' on the altar at Bethel,'* was exactly

accomplished above three hundred years after.'* 2. There are also various predic-

tions under the old testament relating to our Saviour and the new testament church,"

many of which have had their accomplishment, and others are daily accomplishing.

It is said, ' To him gave all the prophets witness, that, through his name, whoso-
ever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." And we shall find, that
what is foretold concerning him in the Old Testament, is related as accomplished in

the New. For example, that he should come in the flesh, was foretold in the Old

o laa. xliv. 28. and chap. xlv. 1—4. compared with Ezra i. 2, 3. p Dent. xxxi. 29.

q Josh, xxiii. 13, 16. and chap. xxiv. 19. r Judg. ii. 8, 10, 11, 14. s 1 Kings xiii. 2.

t 2 Kings xxiii. 15, 16. u Acts x. 43.
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Testament,'' and is mentioiieJ as accomplished in the Now.y That he should work
miracles for the good of niaukiiid, and to coniirm his mission, was foretold,'- and
accomplished.* That he should live in this world in a low and humbled state, was
foretold;"^ and the whole account of liis lift; in the gospels bears witness that the

predictions on this subject were fully accomplished. That he should be cut otf,

and die a violent death, by being lifted up upon the cross, was typified by tlie bra-

zen serpent in the wilderness, •= and loretoM in several other scriptures;*^ and this

is largely insisted on, in the New Testament, as fulhlled. That after he had con-

tinued some time in a state of humiliation, he siiould be exalted, was foretold,^

and fulfilled.' Tliat his glory should be proclaimed and published in the preach-

ing of the gospel, was foretold,^ and fultilled.'' as appears from many scriptures.

Tliat he should be the spring and fountain of all blessedness to his people, was
foretold,' and fulHlled.'* In these, and many other instances, we may observe such

a beautiful consent of all the parts of scripture, as proves it to be the very word of

God. [See note P. page 69.

J

But since it will not be sufficient for supporting the divine authority of scripture,

to assert that there is such a harmony as we have observed, unless we can prove that

the scripture doth not contradict itself in any instances, we shall next consider the

reproach cast upon it by those who would bring all divine revelation into contempt,

by alleging that it contradicts itself in several mstances, and contains various absur-

dities, which, were they proved, would enervate the argument we are maintaining.

We shall consider some oi the alleged contradictions as so many objections against

the harmonious consent, and consequently the divine authority, of scripture ; "and

shall add such answers as may be given to each.

There is alleged to be a very great inconsistency between our Saviour's genea-
logy, as related in the first of Matthew, and in tlie third of Luke ; for one evangelist

mentions different persons as his progenitors, from what tlie other does. For instance,

in Matth. i., he is said to be the son of Joseph, and Joseph the son of Jacob; and he
the son of Matthan ; but Luke says, that he was the son of Joseph, ' which was the

son of lleli, which was the son of Matthat. ' In like manner, we lind the names of each
genealogy differing from those of the other, till we come to David. It is alleged,

therefore, that both genealogies cannot be true, inasmuch as the one contradicts

the other. There is really, however, no contradiction between the two genealo-

gies ; for Matthew gives an account of Joseph's ancestor';, and Luke of Mary's
;

and so, both together, prove that he was the son of David, by his reputed fatlier's

as well as by his mother's side. And if it be replied, that Luke, as well as Mat-
tliew, gives an account of Joseph's genealogy, and that therefore our answer is not
sufficient, we may observe, that it is said, ' Jesus was, as was supposed, the son of
Joseph, which was the son of Heli,'^ &c. and that the meaning is, he was indeed
the supposed son of Joseph, but was really descended from lleli, the father of the
virgin Mary. Nothing is more common in scripture than for grandsons to be called

sons ; and if we observe the meaning of the Greek words which we render, ' which
was the son,' «fec. they may be better rendered, 'who descended from lleli ;' and
then, supposing Heli to be his grandfather, there is not the least absurdity in the

passage. There is, therefore, no appearance of contradiction between the two
scriptures which contain the genealogy.

It is pretended that there is a contradiction between 2 Sam. xxiv. 24. and
1 Cliron. xxi. 25. ; in the former of which passages it said, that David bought the
threshing-Hoor of Araunah the Jebusite, to build an altar on, and the oxen for

burnt-olicrings, tliat the plague might be stayed, ' for fifty shekels of silver ;' while
in Clironicles, it is said that ' he gave him f(a- the place six hundred shekels of
gold.' Now the facts seem to be these :—David paid Araunah (who is otherwise called

(Jrnan) for his threshing-floor where he built an altar, and for the oxen which he

X Hiig ii. 7. Mai. iii. 1. Isa. ix. 6. y John i. 14. Gal. iv. 4. z Isa. xxxv. 5, 6.
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bought for sacrifice, fifty shekels of silver, as is stated in Samuel. But, besides

this threshing-floor, he bought the whole place, as is stated in Chronicles, that is,

the whole tract of ground, or mountain, on wliich the threshing-floor stood,

and on which he designed that the temple should be built. He therefore saith

concerning it, ' This is the house of the Lord God,''"—that is, this place, or tract

of land, which I have bought round about the threshing-floor, is the place where

the house of God shall stand ;
' and this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel,*

—that is, this particular spot where the threshing-floor stands, is where the altar

of burnt-offering shall be placed. Now, though he gave for the threshing-floor but

fifty shekels of silver,—which probably was as much as it was worth ; yet the

whole place, containing ground enough for the temple, with all its courts, and the

places leading to it, was worth a great deal more, or if there were any houses in

the place, these were also purchased to be pulled down, to make room for the tem-

ple ;—and for all this, he gave six hundred shekels of gold ; and we can hardly sup-

pose it to have been worth less. There is, therefore, no real contradiction between

these tv/o passages.

It is pretended, that there is a contradiction between 2 Sam. xxiv. 13. and 1

Chron. xxi. 12 ; in the former of which Gad, having been sent to David to reprove

him for his numbering the people, came to him and said, ' Shall seven years of fa-

mine come unto thee in thy land?' while, in Chronicles, he speaks of but 'three

years of famine.' To reconcile this seeming contradiction, some think that, in

some ancient copies, the words are not seven, but ' three years of famine,' in Sam-
uel, as in Chronicles. The reason of this conjecture is, that the LXX., or Greek trans-

lation, has the words so ; and they think that these translators would hardly have made
so bold with scripture, as to put three for seven, and that they found the words as

they state them in the copies which they made use of, when they compiled their

translation. The best way, however, to account for the seeming contradiction, is

this : In Chronicles, Gad bids David choose if he would have three years of famine

from that time ; but in Samuel he asks if seven years in all of famine should come
unto him. There had been three years of famine already, ' for Saul and for his

bloody house, because he slew the Gibeonites
:

'

" that famine ceased but the year

before ; and the ground being so chapped and hard for want of rain this year, which
was the fourth, was little better than a year of famine. Now, saith Gad, ' wilt thou

have this famine continued three years more, which, in all, makes up seven years ?'

If we take the two passages in this sense, there is no contradiction between them,

though the one speaks of three years, and the other of seven.

Some pretend to find an inconsistency, or absurdity, little better than a contra-

diction, by comparing 1 Sam. xvi. 21, 22. with chap. xvii. 55. In the former it is

said, ' David came to Saul, and stood before him, and he loved him greatly ; and
he became his armour-bearer, and he sent to Jesse,' with the intent that he might
give him leave 'to stand before him, inasmuch as he had found favour in his sight.'

Now, say they, " how can this be consistent with the other scripture ; where Saul,

seeing David going forth against Goliath the Philistine, asked Abncr, ' AVhose son

is this youth ?
' and Abner replied, ' He could not tell,' and was ordered to 'inquire

who he was,'—how could this ignorance exist, when David had been Saul's

armour-bearer, stood before him, and found favour in his sight ; and when Saul
had sent to Jesse to desire that he might live with him ?" I can see no appear-

ance of absurdity, or defect of harmony, betAveen these two scriptures. Suppo.sing

Saul's memory had failed him, and he liad forgot that David had stood before him
as a servant, shall the scripture, that gives an account of this, be reflected on, as

containing an inconsistency ? It is true, David had stood before Saul, as his ar-

mour-bearer ; yet he had, for some time, been dismissed from his service, and lived

at home where he kept his father's sheep. Probably, too, he had not lived long in

Saul's family ; and it might be no wonder if Saul had now forgot him. There is

no master of a family but may forget what servants have formerly lived with him

;

and much more a king, who hardly knows the names of the greatest part of

the servants that are about him. Besides, David at this time, appeared in the

m 1 Chron. xxii. 1. n 2 Sam. xxi. 1.
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habit of a shepherd ; and on that account Saul might mtU say, ' Whose son is the

vouth ?' This sufficiently accounts for the difficulty, and vindicates this scripture

from the charge of inconsistency. Some, however, account for it by supposing that

Saul knew David, as having been his armour-bearer, but did not know his father,

and therefore asks, * Whose son is this ?' or who is lie that hath so bold and dar-

ing a son, as this youth appears to be ? If these things be considered, there ap-

pears not the least absurdity in this scripture.

Another contradiction which some charge the scripture with, relates to

the Israelites, when, pursuant to the advice of Balaam, they committed
idolatry, and went a-whoring after the daughters of Moab, and God consumed
tliem for it by the plague. In reference to this the book of Numbers says,

'Those that died in the plague were twenty-four thousand ;'•* but the apostle

Paul, referring to the same thing, says, ' Neither let us commit fornication, as

some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 'p The
answer that may be given to this objection, is that the apostle Paul when he

says, 'three and twenty thousand died,' or fell, 'in one day,' speaks of those

who died by the immediate hand of God, through the pestilential distemper that

was sent among them ; but took no account of a considerable number more who,

for the same sin, died by the hand of public justice. In the passage in Numbers,

we read of the 'heads of the people being hanged up before the Lord, and the

judges being ordered to slay every man his men that were joined unto Baal-peor, '
"i

These died by the sword of justice ; and it is no great impropriety to say, that they

died in a mediate way, by the plague or sword of God. The sword is one of his

plagues, as well as pestilential diseases, and is frequently so styled in scripture.

Now, we cannot suppose that fewer died of this latter plague, if that be the import

of the word, than a thousand ; so that Moses gives the number of all that died,

whether by God's immediate hand, or by the sword of the magistrate, pursuant to

his command. But if it be reckoned too great a strain upon the sense of the word
plague, to give this solution, let it be fartlier observed, that in the ninth verse,

where Moses gives the sum total of those that died, it is not said that they were

such as died of the plague, but in the plague ;—that is, those who died in or soon

after the time that the plague raged among them, whose death was occasioned by
this sin, were four and twenty thousand. These two places of scripture, therefore,

are so far from contradicting that they rather illustrate each other.

Another pretended contradiction is between Gal. i. 8. and 2 Cor. xi. 4. In the

oi\e passage, the apostle says, ' Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you, than that which we have preached unto you, let him be

accursed ;
' and in the other he says, ' If he that cometh, prcacheth another Jesus

whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have, not re-

ceived, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.'

In the former he speaks against those who preach another irospel ; in the latter he

says they may be borne with,—which seems to be a contradiction. For reconcil-

ing the passages, let us consider, that, in tlie former of them, the apostle pronounces

those who preached another gospel accursed, and that therefore they, doubtless, were

not to be borne with. And it must be inquired what he means when he says, in

the other scripture, that such may be well borne with. Now this scripture will,

without the least strain or force upon the words, admit of one of these two senses:

1. It may be considered as containing a sarcasm, by wliich the apostle reproves the

Corinthians for being too much inclined to adhere to false teachers. ' If,' says he,

'these bring you tidings of a better Jesus, a better spirit, a better gospel, then bear

with them ; but this they cannot do,—therefore rtrjectthem.' Or 2. Instead of ' Ye
might well bear with him,' the words may be rendered, ' Ye might well bear with

me,' as is observed in the marginal yeference. The word 'him,' being in an Italic

character, is not in the original; and 'me' may as well be supplied as 'him.'

The meaning would then be this :
" Ye bear with false preachers, are very favour-

able to them, and seem a little cold to us the apostles ; so that I am afraid lest

your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. You can

o Numb. XXV. 9. pi Cor. x. 8. q Verses 4, 5.
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bear with these false teachers; and will ye not bear with me.' 'Would to God
you could bear with me a little in my folly, and indeed bear with me.' "''

It is a
sign that religion is at a low ebb, when professors, who are too prone to turn aside

to anotlier gospel, are with some difficulty persuaded to bear with those that preach

the pure gospel of Christ. Take the words in Corinthians in either of the senses

suggested, and they exactly harmonize with the text in Galatians, and do not, as

the objectors pretend, contradict it.

Another charge of contradiction brought against scripture is founded on that

saying of our Saviour, ' Think not that I am come to send peace on the earth ; I

came not to send peace, but a sword. ''^ This, it is alleged, is contrary to Christ's

general character, as a ' Prince of peace;'*—to the advice he gives his disciples,

'not to use the sword,' because such as use it 'shall perish by it;'"—and to what
he saith elsewhere, 'My kingdom is not of this world,''' and therefore not to be

propagated by might or power, by force or civil policy, or by those other carnal

methods by which the kingdoms of this world are advanced and promoted. For

reconciling this seeming contradiction, let it be considered that Christ did not come

to put a sword into his followers' hands, or to put them upon making war with the

powers among whom they dwell, for the propagating of the Christian religion : his

gospel was to be advanced by spiritual methods. In this sense, the design of his

coming was not to send a sword, but to bring spiritual peace to his people. But
when he saith, ' I came to send a sword,' he implies that his coming, his kingdom,

and gospel, should occasion persecution and war, by reason of the corruption of

men. This the gospel may do, and yet not put men upon disturbing their neigh-

bours, or making war with them ; and it is not contrary to Christ's general char-

acter of coming to be the author of spiritual peace to his people.

Another pretended contradiction, is between 1 Kings viii. 9. and Heb. ix. 4. In the

former it is said, ' There was nothing in the ark but the two tables, which Moses put

there ; ' in the latter, that there ' was the golden pot, that had manna, and Aaron's

rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant.' This seeming contradiction may
easily be reconciled. AVe suppose it true that there was nothing in the ark but the

two tables, as is stated in the former of these scriptures ; and to explain the latter

agreeably to it, two senses of it may be given. It is not necessary to suppose, that

the apostle means, in the ark was the golden pot, &c. but in the holiest of all, which

he mentions in the foregoing verse. And the meaning is, as in the holiest of all there

were the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant, so in the latter were the golden

pot and Aaron's rod. But there may be an objection to this sense, from its being

said, in the words immediately following, that ' over it were the cherubim of glory

shadowing the mercy-seat;' where 'it' refers to the ark, and not to the tabernacle

or holiest of all. And it may be argued, that if the cherubim were over the ark,

then the other things must be supposed to be in it. This objection is not without

its force; unless we suppose that the words translated 'over it'^ may be rendered

'in the higher parts of it,' and the whole clause to be, ' In the higher parts of it,'

the holiest of all, 'were the cherubim of glory above the mercy-seat.' The mean-

ing then will be, that, within the second vail, were not only the ark, the golden pot

of manna, Aaron's rod, «fec. but also the cherubim of glory, which were above them

all. But since the grammatical construction seems rather to favour the objection,

there is another sense given of the words, which sufficiently reconciles the secnjing

contradiction, namely :—When it is said, that ' therein,' or 'in it,''^ that is, in the

ark 'was the golden pot that had manna and Aaron's rod that budded,' the mean-

ing is, they were 'near it,' or 'beside it,' or some way or other fastened or adjoin-

ing to it, in some enclosure in the outside of the ark ; while nothing was in it but

the two tables. There istlierefore no real contradiction between these two scriptures.

Many more instances of pretended contradictions miglit be stated and satisfac-

.torily refuted ; but, instead of noticing them, we choose rather to lay down some

general rules lor reconciling seeming contradictions in scripture, which maybe ap-

plied by us in any cases where difficulties occur. And,

r Vpisc 1. s Mutt. X. .'34. t Isa. ix. 6. u Matt. xxvi. 52. x John xviii. .%.
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1. A seeming contradiction sometimes arises from the iiiadvertoncv of some who
have transcribed the copies of scripture, in putting one word for anotlier ;—though

this is not olten the case ; for great care has been taken in transcribing the manu-
scripts of scripture, even greater, perhaps, than in transcribing any manuscripts

whatever. Tlie mistakes in transcribing *ire few, and occur only where there is

Buch a likeness between two words that one might easily be mistaken for the other.

And this ouglit not to prejudice any against the scripture ; for it only argues, tliat

though the inspired penmen were infallible, the scribes that took copies of scripture

for common use were not so. Wlien there is any mistake, it may generally be recti-

fied by some other copy, that has the word as it really should be. So in some edi-

tions of our printed bibles, we find mistakes as to some words, which may be rectified

by others which are more correct. And if so, why may not mistakes be supposed to

be in some written copies of the scriptures, from which printed copies arc taken,

and which were used before printing, which is but a late invention, was known iu

tlie world ?

2. When the same action in scripture seems to be ascribed to different persons,

or the same thing said to be done in different places, there is no contradiction ; for

tlie same person, or place, is sometimes called by various names. Thus Moses*

father-in-law, who met him in the wilderness, and advised him in settling the gov-

ernment of the people, is called, in one place, Jethro,* and in another, Ilobab;''

and the mountain from which God gave the law to Israel is sometimes called

Sinai, *= and at other times Horeb.*^

3. Chronological difficulties, or such seeming contradictions as arise from a
difference of computation as to the time in which any thing is said to have been done,

may be reconciled l)y referring to different epochs or dates of computation. It is said,

for example, that the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was
four hundred and thirty years ;" but when God foretells this sojourning, he says,

• Thy seed shall be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them, and
they shall afflict them four hundred years.'*' Now the four hundred and thirty

years take their beginning of computation irom Abraham's being called to leave his

country, and sojourn in the land of promise, as in a strange land. But the four

hundred years take their beginning of computation from his having the promised
seed, or from the birth of Isaac,—which happened twenty-five years after his leav-

ing his country. From that time till the children of Israel's going out of Egypt
was four hundred and five years, and the five years above four hundred are left out,

as being an inconsiderable number. In the same way, our common method of com-
puting time, when a large even number is mentioned, leaves out a small one of

four or five years, more or less, as in the instance here mentioned ; especially when
time is expressed by centuries, as it is here ; for it is said, in verse IG, 'In the

fourth generation,' that is, after the fourth century of years, ' they shall come hither

again.'

4. When, by comparing the years of the reign of any of the kings of Judah or

of Israel, as mentioned in the books of Kings and of Chronicles, we find that he is

said, in one of these books, to have reigned three or four years longer than
according to the account given in the other, the seeming contradiction may be re-

conciled, by considering him as having begun to reign before his father's death, as

Solomon did before David died, or as having been nominated his father's successor,

and owned as such by the people, which was sometimes done to prevent disputes that

might afterwards arise. Sometimes, too, when a king was engaged in foreign wars,

which obliged him to be absent from his people, and the event of which was uncer-

tain, he appointed his son to reign in his absence ; from M'hich time the latter had
the title of a king, though his father was living. Or when a king was superannuated,

or unfit to reign, as Uzziah was when smote with leprosy,—or when he was weary
of the fatigue and burden of government,—he would settle his son, as his viceroy, in

his life-time ; on whi(di account the son is sometimes said to reign with his father.

Thus many account for the difficulty respecting Jehoiachin, who, in 2 Chron. xxxvi.

a Exoil. xviii. 1. h Numb. x. 29. c Exod. xix. '20. d Deut. i. 6..

e Exoci. xii 40. f Geii. xv. 13.



50' THE INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.

9, is said to have been ' eight years old when he began to reign,' while in 2^ Kings

xxiv. 8. he is said to have been ' eighteen years old when he began to reign.' The

meauino- is, that when he was eight years old he was nominated as his father's suc-

cessor ; but when he was eighteen years old he began to reign alone, his father

being then dead. •

5. Scriptures that seem to contradict one another may not, as to their

general design, treat of the same but of different subjects. Thus the seeming

contradiction between the apostles Paul and James, is to be accounted for.

The former says, ' Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,

but by the faith of Jesus Christ ;'" but the latter says, ' By works a man is justified,

and not by faith only.'" The apostle Paul speaks of a sinner's justification, or free-

dom from the condemning sentence of the law in the sight of God. This justifica-

tion gives him a right to eternal life ; and he looks for it out of himself, and, by

faith, depends alone on Christ's righteousness for obtaining it. In this sense,

works do not justify. But when the apostle James asserts, that 'a man is justified

by works, and not by faith only,' he means that our profession of faith and sincer-

ity in it are justified, that is evidenced, not by our having just notions of things, or

an historical faith, such as the devils themselves have, but by those works of holi-

ness which are the fruits of faith. This is the only justification he treats of, and he

therefore does not in the least contradict the apostle Paul, who treats of another

kind of justification, in which works are excluded. [See note Q, page 69.]

6. When two scriptures seem to contradict each other, they may sometimes be

reconciled by considering the same thing absolutely in one place, and comparatively

in the other. Thus, in many scriptures, we are commanded to extend that love to

every one m their several relations, which is due ; and yet our Saviour says, ' If

any man come to me, and hate not his lather and mother, and wife and children,

and brethren and sisters, he cannot be my disciple. 'p This is to be understood

comparatively ; that is, our love to the creature ought to bear no proportion to that

which is due to God.

7. Scriptures that seem to contradict one another, often speak of different per-

sons, or persons of different characters. Thus the commands, ' Be ye merciful, as

your Father also is merciful ;'*i and 'Judge not, that ye be not judged,''" respect

persons in a private capacity ; and do not contradict scriptures wliich are applied

to magistrates in the execution of public justice, and which say to them, 'Thine

eye shall not pity, but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand

for hand, foot for foot.'^ [See note R, page 69.]

8. Two contrary assertions may be both true in different respects. Our

Saviour says in one place, ' The poor ye have always with you, but me ye have not

always;'* and in another, * Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the

world.'" These statements are both true; the one having reference to Christ's

bodily presence as man, in which respect he is not now with us ; the other, to his

spiritual and poweriul influences, whereby he is always present with his people as

God.
9. We must take notice of different times or dispensations. Laws or ordinances,

which were to be received and observed as a rule of faith and duty at one time,

may not be so at another. Thus circumcision is recommended as a duty and a priv-

ilege to the Jews before Christ's time, in which respect the apostle reckons it

among the advantages which they formerly had above all other nations ;'^ but when

the gospel dispensation was erected, and the Jewish economy abolished, it was so

far from being an advantage, that the observance of it was deemed no less than a

subversion of the gospel. Hence the apostle says, 'If ye be circumcised, Christ

shall profit you nothing. 'y The same apostle also gives a very diminutive charac-

ter of these institutes of the ceremonial law, and calls them ' weak and beg-

garly elements,' such as had a tendency to bring the converted Jews again in-

to bondage ; and he blames them for observing the Jewisli festivals, such as, 'days,

n GkI. ii. 16. o James ii. 24. p I-uke xiv. 26. q Chap. vi. 36.

r Matth, vii. I. s Deut. xix. 21. t Matth. xxvi. II. u Chap, xxviii. 20.

X Rom. iii. 1, 2. v Gal. v. 2.
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month-, times, and year^.'-that is, the new moons, feasts of weeks, or of years, such

"sthe seventh yea.l or the Jub.k-es ; and he tells them, on ^^ oc.asmn ana

afraid of von lest I have bestowed on you labour m vam. \ Ihus, then what vka.^

fdutvlnd a privile<^e in one age of the church, and en omed with the greatest

tt^ic Ls and'the i^mcting of tlfe severest punishments on those that neglected it

s forbidden as a sin in another age. There is. therefore, not the leas shadow ot

contradiction between those scriptures which enjom and those which forbid it.

Cis when our Saviour first sent his twelve disciples to preach the gospel, he com-

manded hem ' not to go in the way of the Gentiles -^ that is. not to do so as long as

rwt npon ekrth. or t?ll they had finished their ministry among the Jews, to whom

the woiTwas first to be preached; but he afterwards, when it was to be spread

throughout the world, gave them a commission to ' preach the gospel o all nations^^

And t1.is accordingly they did; apprehending there was no contradiction between

the former prohibition and the present command.
.^^ ^ ^^^

IV The divine authority of scripture may be further proved from the scope

and design of the whole, which is to give all glory to God. It may be observed

coiteinmg Jhe scripture that the advancing of the divine perfections, and the de-

basiirof the creature, is the great end designed by God in giving it
;
and we find

tl^ whatever doctrine is laid down therein, this end is pursued, ^ow scripture

drctx^efare deVed to advance the glory of God. either directly or by conse-

nue ce As to the former of these methods, the scripture abounds with instances

in'diicih God is adored, or set forth as the object o^. adoration that is, as havmg

all divine perfections, and as doing every thing becoming himself as a God of gloiy

Thus he is described as ' the Lord most high and terrible ;
a great Kmg over all

the earth ;'«^ as ' glorious in holiness, fearful m praises, doing wonders
;

-^ as the

t ue God, the living God. and an everlasting King ;'« as ' the great and dreadful

God keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him. and to them that

keq)' his commandments - audit is also said, ;^Thine, OLord. is th^ g-at^e.ss^and

the Dower and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty ;
for all that i. in the

ave'rand in the earth is thine : thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and tnou art ex-

alted as head above aU.'^ Not only does scripture, as in these passages, occasion-

allv ascribe adorable perfections to God ; but every part of it displays his glory m

so illustrious a manner, as gives ground to conclude, that the great design ot i is

to raise in us becoming apprehensions of him, to put us upon adoring and worship-

ping him as God. It may also, by a just consequence, be said to give all glory to

hiin when it represents the emptiness and even nothingness ot all creatures as com-

nare'd with him, and thereby recommends him as all in all.-when it speaks of the

best of creatures as vailing their faces before him. as acknowledgmg themselves

unworthy to behold his glory, and as deriving aU their happiness from him.—when

it .peaks of man as a sinful guilty creature, expecting all fi;om him and depend-

in^ upon him for needful grace.—and when it speaks of God as the author and

finisher of faith, in whom alone there is hope of obtaining mercy and forgiveness,

o-race here, and glory hereafter. Making such representations as these and laying

Uiein down as the sum of all religion, it must certainly be regarded as designing to

give all clory to God.
,

,

Now let us consider the force of this argument, or how the general scope and

desi-n of scripture, to give all glory to God, proves its divine authority, llad it

been the invention and contrivance of men, or had the writers fa sely pretended

that they had received it by inspiration from God. the great design ot it would have

been to advance themselves, and they would certainly have laid down in it such a

scheme of religion, as is agreeable to the corrupt appetites and inclinations ot

men or as would tend to indulge and dispense with .in, and not such an one as

sets forth the hohness of God, and his infinite displeasure against it. And as tor

salvation, the penmen of scripture, had they not been inspired would certainly

have represented it as very easy to be attained, and not as a work of such difficulty

as it really is. Tliey would also have propagated such a religion as supposes the

z Chnp. Iv. 9. 10, 11. a Matth. x. 5. b Chap, xxviii. 19. c P-1- xUii. 2

d Exod. XV. 1 1. e Jer. x. 10. i Dan. ix. 4. K I Cl.ron. xx.x. II.
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creature not dependent on, or beholden to God for this salvation ; and then the

scripture would have detracted from his glorj. Its general design, however, is to

give him the glorj due to his name ; and this is a convincing evidence of its divine

origin. [See note S, page 70.]

From the general design of scripture being to give all glory to God, we may
infer that whenever we read the word of God, we ought to have this great design

in view. Hence, we should not consider it as merely an historical narrative of

things done ; but should observe how the glory of the divine perfections is set forth,

in order that we may be induced to ascribe greatness to God, and admire him for

all the discoveries which he makes of his character. The scripture's general design

should also be a rule to us in the whole of our conversation. Whatever we receive

or expect from God, or whatever duty we engage in, let us give all glory to him, and

thus act as those who not only take the scripture lor our rule, hut its general scope

and design for our example. And whatsoever doctrines are pretended to be de-

duced from, or to contain the sense of scripture, which, notwithstanding, tend to

depreciate the divine perfections, are to be rejected as contrary to its general scope

and design.

V. Another argument for the divine authority of scripture may be taken from

the character of the penmen. And here let them be supposed to be either good

men or bad. If good men, they could not give themselves a liberty to impose

upon the world, and pretend that they received that from God which they did not

;

and if they were bad men, they neither could nor would have laid down such doc-

trines as centre in God, lead the soul to him, and tend to promote self-denial, and

to advance his glory in all things. To imagine that wilful impostors fabricated

the scriptures, is to suppose, which we can never do, that the worst of men may
have the best ends. Our Saviour speaking of false prophets, who were to be known
by their fruits, says, ' Do men gather grapes of thorns, or tigs of thistles?' that is,

wicked men will have bad designs, or are like the corrupt tree, which bringeth forth

evil fruit. But on the other hand, if persons deliver that which carries in it internal

evidence of divine truth, and have such a noble design in view as securing the

honour of God, and promoting his interest in the world, they must certainly be

approved of by him, and concluded to be good men ; and if so, they would not

impose a fallacy on the world, or say that the scripture was given by divine in-

spiration, when it was not.

If the scriptures are not the word of God, the penmen have miserably deceived,

not a small number of credulous people, but the whole Christian world ; among
whom we must allow that many were judicious, and such as would not easily suffer

themselves to be imposed on. Moreover, many to whom the gospel was preached,

were exasperated enemies to them that preaclied it, and particularly to the inspired

penmen of scripture, and greatly prejudiced against their doctrine ; and therefore

would use all possible endeavours to detect the imposture, if tliere had been any.

It was tlierefore morally impossible for the penmen to deceive the world by making
them believe tliat tlie scriptures were the word of God, if there had not been such

strong evidence of tlieir being so, as they could not withstand or gainsay.

But that we may enter a little further into tlie cliaracter of the penmen of scrip

ture, let it be observed, that they could not be charged by their enemies with im-

moral practices, or notorious crimes, which might weaken the credit of the truths

they delivered. They were, indeed, compassed about with like infirmities with

other men ; for it is not to be supposed, that, because they were inspired, they

were perfectly free from sin. Yet tlieir enemies themselves could find no great

blemishes in their character, which might raise just prejudice against their writ-

ings, or which might render them unlit to be employed in the great work of trans-

mitting the mind of God to the world. They appear, on the contrary, to be men
of great integrity, not declining to discover and aggravate their own laults, as well

as the sins of others. Thus Moses, though a man of great meekness, as to his gen-

eral cliaracter, discovers his own failing, in repining and being uneasy, because of

the untoward and turbulent spirit of the people over whom he was appointed a gov-

ernor ; and he thus represents himself as complaining to God :
' Wheretore liast tliou

afflicted thy servant i and wherefore have 1 not found favour in thy sight, that
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thou layest the burden of all this people upon me ? Have I conceived all this peo-

ple ? Have I begotten them, that thou sliouldst say unto me, Carry them in thy

bosom ? Whence should 1 have flesh to give unto all this people ? I am not ablo

to bear this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if thou deal thus

with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if 1 have found favour in thy sight ;

and let me not see mine own wretchedness.''' This was certainly a very great

blemish in the character of this excellent man ; but he does not attempt to con-

ceal it. Neither does he omit to mention his backwardness to comply with the call

of God, to deliver his brethren out of their bondage in Egypt ; but tells us what

poor trifling excuses he made,—as when he says, ' my Lord, I am not eloquent.' *

And when God answers him, by promising to supply this defect, he obstinately

persists in declining the service, and says, ' O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the

hand of him whom thou wilt send, ' that is, by any one but myself. So that, though

he expressed such courage and resolution torty years before in defending the op-

pressed Israelites, and supposed that his brethren would have understood that

God, by his hand, would deliver them, but they understood it not ;
™ yet when

God really called him to deliver them, he obstinately refused to obey. And,

indeed, whatever excuses he might make, the main thing that lay at the bot-

tom was fear ; and therefore, as a further inducement to it, God tells him that

* the men were dead that souglit his life.' All this he narrates concerning him-

self. And elsewhere he tells us,"* that he did not sanctify the name of God in the

eyes of the people, but spake unadvisedly with his lips ; and that, for this, God
would not let him go into the land of Canaan, though he earnestly desired it

Tlie prophet Jeremiali also tells us respecting himself that he was ready to faint ;

and, in a murmuring way, he curses the day of his birth," and seems almost deter-

mined ' not to make mention of God, nor .speak any more in his name,' because he

had been put in the stocks by Pashur, and was derided and mocked by others,

—

who were, in fact, below his notice. And David discovered his own sin, though it

was a very scandalous one, in the matter of Uriah •,p and prays, ' Deliver me from

blood-guiltiness,'—words which are a confession of his being guilty of murder.

Tlie apostles also discover their infirmities. Thus Paul discovers his furious tem-

per, in persecuting the church before his conversion, and ranks himself among the

chief of sinners.^ And how willing is Matthew to let the world know, that, beiore

his conversion, he was a publican. He cliaracterizes himself as such,"" and says,*

that when Christ called him, he ' sat at the receipt of custom ; '—though the publi-

cans were reckoned among the vilest of men for extortion and other crimes, and

were universally hated by the Jews. Moreover, as the penmen of scripture expose

their own crimes, so they do those of their nearest and dearest friends and relatives,

which carnal policy would have inclined them to conceal. Thus Moses relates that

Aaron his brother made the golden calf, and so was the encourager and promoter

of the people's idolatry ; that it was he who ' bade them break otf the golden ear-

rings, which he received at their hand, whereof he made a molten calf, and then

built an altar before it.'* The Jewish historian," Josephus, is so politic as, for the

lionour of his own nation, to conceal this affair ; and when he tells us that Moses

went up into the mount to receive the law, he says nothing of the scandalous crime

which the people were at the same time guilty of at the foot of the mountain.

Moreover, as the sacred penmen do not conceal their sins, so they sometimes de-«

clare the meanness of their extraction ; which shows tliat they did not design to

have honour irom men. Thus Amos tells us that he ' was among the herdmea of

Tekoa; '^ and that he was not bred up in the schools of the prophets,—for this i.s

his meaning when he styles himself, ' no prophet, neither a prophet's son.'y And
the evangelists occasionally tell the world that they were sea-faring men, when
Christ called them to be his disciples, and so were not bred up in the schools of

learning among the Jews.

k Numb. xi. 11—15. 1 Exod. iv. 10. 13, 19, m Acts vii. 24. 25,

11 Deut. xxxii.51, 52, compared with Numb. xx. 10, 11, 12. and Deut. iii. 25—27,

oJer. XX. 7. 8, 14— 16, p Psal li. the title compared with ver. 14. q I Tim. i. 1-3, i5.

r Matt. X 3. g Chap. ix. 9. t Exod. xxxii. 2—5. u Vid. Jos. Aiitiq.

z Amo& i 1. y Chap. vii. 14.
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The penmen of scripture were very far from being crafty or designing men ;

neither did they appear to be men that were able to manage such an imposture as

a fabrication of the scriptures, or to frame a new scheme of religion, and make the

world believe that it was from God. None that read the scriptures can find on the

part of the penmen any appearance of design to advance themselves or families.

Moses, indeed, had the burden of government ; but he did not affect the pomp and
splendour of a king ; neither did he make any provision for his family, feo as to ad-

vance them to great honours in the world, which it was in his power to have done.

The laws he gave rendered those of his own tribe, namely that of Levi, incapable

of, and not designed for, kingly government ; and the highest honour of the priest-

hood, which was fixed in that tribe, was conferred on his brother's children, not on

liis own. The prophets Avere very few of them great men in the world, or advanced

to great places in government. The esteem and reputation they had among the

people at any time, was only for their integrity, and the honour conferred on them
by God. The apostles also v/ere plain men, who drove on no design to gain riches

and honours from those to whom they preached the gospel. On the other hand,

they expected nothing but poverty, reproach, imprisonment, and, at last, to die a

violent death. How then can it be supposed that they were subtle designing men,
who had some worldly advantage in view ? It is plain that they had no design but

to do what God commanded, and to communicate what they had received from
him ; and that they shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God, whatever it

cost them. The apostle Paul was so far from endeavouring to enrich himself by
preaching the gospel, that he tells the church, ' I seek not yours, but you.'^ He
foresaw that afflictions would attend his ministry, and stood constantly prepared to

meet them. ' I have learned,' says he, 'in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be

content. I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound, to be full and to

be hungry, to abound and to suffer want.'^ He was not only content to bear

afflictions, but when called to it, he professes himself to • take pleasure in reproach,

in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake.'''

Hitherto we have proved, that the penmen of scripture were men of such a

character, that they would not designedly impose on mankind. But some will say,

' Might they not be imposed on themselves, and think they were divinely inspired

when they were not?' The Deists think them to have been mere fanatics, and
esteem their writings no farther than as they contain the law of nature, or those doc-

trines that are self-evident, or might have been invented by the reason of man ;

and as such tliey receive them, without any regard to divine inspiration. Now if

the sacred penmen were deceived or imposed on themselves, when they thought
they received the scripture by divine inspiration, either they took what was the

result of a heated fancy, of a strong imagination, or of raised affections, for inspira-

tion, as some of our modern enthusiasts have done, who have prefaced their warn-
ings, as they call them, with, ' Thus saith the Lord,' &c., when the Lord did not

speak by them ; or they were imposed on by a diabolic inspiration,—of which, in

other cases, the world lias had various instances, when Satan is said to have ' trans-

formed himself into an angel of light,''' or has been suffered to deceive liis followers,

not only by putting forth ' signs and lying wonders,' but by impressing their minds
with 'strong delusions,' whereby they have ' believed a lie,'*^ as supposing them-
selves to be inspired, and, to give countenance thereto, has produced such violent

agitations, tremblings, or distortions in their bodies, as have seemed preternatural,

not much inilike those with which the heathen oracles were delivered of old, which
were called by some a 'divine fury.' We shall show, however, that both parts of

this supposition are without any shadow of reason. And as to the first part of it,

we assert that the penmen of scripture did not mistake their own fancies for divine

revelation. To suppose that they did so, is not only to conclude that all revealed

religion is a delusion, but that the church in all ages, and amongst them the wisest

and best of men, have been enthusiasts, and that all their hope, founded on this re-

velation, has been no better than a vain dream. But it is one thing to assert, and
another tiling to prove ; and because they who take this liberty to reproach the

X 2 Cor. xii. 14. » Philip, iv. 11, 12. b 2 Cor. xii. 10. c 2 Cor. xi. 14. d 2 Thess. ii. 9, 11
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scriptures, pretend not to sujtport their charge by argument, it might seem less

necessary to make a reply. Yet that our faith may be established, we shall briefly

consider their objection. Now this charge is either brought against all that ever

spake or wrote by divine inspiration, or only against some of them. If only some of

them have been deluded, we might demand particular instances of any of the in-

spired writers, who are liable to this charge, togetlier M'ith the reasons of their be-

ing so. If it be said that some of them were men of less wisdom, or had fewer

advantages to improve their natural abilities, than others ; we reply that God can

make use of what instruments he pleases, and endow them with wisdom in an ex-

traordhiary way to qualify them for the service he calls them to, whereby the

glory of his sovereignty more appears. If he pleases to choose * the foolish things

of the world to confound the wise, that no flesh should glory in his presence,'*

shall he for this be called to an account by vain man ? And it is certain that some
who have had the gift of inspiration, have, in consequence of it, been endowed with

sucli wisdom as has tended to confound tlieir most malicious enemies. But we will

suppose that they who bring the charge of delusion against the inspired writers, do
not single out any among them, but accuse them all of enthusiasm. If this charge

be grounded on the vain pretensions of some to inspiration in this age, in which we
have no ground to expect this divine gift, will it follow, that divine revelation, sup-

ported by incontestable evidence, was a delusion ? Or if it be said that some of

old, whom we conclude to have been inspired, were called enthusiasts, as Elisha

the prophet was by Jehu and his fellow-soldiers,^ nothing can be inferred from this,

but that there were in all ages some Deists, who have treated things sacred with

reproach and ridicule. But if anything that has the least appearance of an argu-

ment be brought to support the charge of delusion, it will be this, that it is impos-

sible for a person at any time certainly to know himself to be inspired. If this

could be proved, it would be something to the purpose. And as we are obliged to

assert the contrary, it will be demanded how it might be known that a person was
under inspiration, or what are the certain marks by which we may conclude that

the inspired writers were not mistaken in this matter.

I confess, it is somewhat difficult to determine this question, especially since

inspiration has so long ceased in the world ; but we shall endeavour to answer it, by
laying down the following propositions. 1. If some powerful and impressive influ-

ences of the Spirit of God on the souls of men, in the more common and ordinary
methods of divine providence and grace, have been not only experienced, but their

truth and reality discerned by those who have been favoured with them, so that,

without pretending to inspiration, they had sufficient reason to conclude that they
were divine ; certainly when God was pleased to converse with men in the way
which we call inspiration, it was not impossible lor those who enjoyed the converse
to conclude that they were inspired. 2. There were some particular instances, in

which it seemed absolutely necessary, that they who received intimations from Ciod

in a supernatural way, should have infallible evidence that they were not mistaken
;

as wlien, pursuant to a divine command, some great duty was to be performed by
them in which it would be a dangerous thing for them to be deceived. fcSucli was
the case of Abraham's offering up his son. Such also was Jacob's going with his

family into Egypt ; which was a forsaking of the promised land, an exposing of
them to the loss of their religion, through the influence or example of those
with whom they went to sojourn. And as it might be uncertain whether they shouid
ever return or not, he needed a divine warrant, inquired of God as to what was
his duty, and doubtless had some way to be infallibly assured of the divine will

concerning it. 5 Moreover, our Saviour's disciples- leaving their families, and going
into the most remote parts of the world to propagate the gospel, which they believed

themselves to have received in a supernatural way, evinces the necessity of their

knowing themselves to be under a divine inspiration. And if they had been deceived,

would they not have been reproved by Him whose intimations they are supposed

to liave followed in the simplicity of their hearts ? 3. There are various ways tliat

might have been, and probably were, taken to convince the sacred penmen, beyond

e 1 Cor. i. 27, 29. f 2 King* ix. 11. g Ge". »lvi. 2, 3, 4.
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all manner of doubt, that God spake to them by inspiration. Sometimes extraor-

dinary impressions were made on the soul of tiie prophet arising from the immediate

access of God to it. Of this we have frequent instances in scripture ; as in the

vision of Daniel which occasioned his 'comeliness to be turned into corruption, and

his having no strength;'^ and in the vision which John saw of our Saviour, the

eifect of which was his falling at his feet as dead.' Many otlier instances of the

like impressions might be referred to, which were the result of the access of God
to the soul, and which occasioned such a change in nature as could not but be discern-

ed after the person had a little recovered himself. But if it be said that such impres-

sions might be produced by an infernal spirit, I answer that, supposing this possi-

ble, it must be proved that God would suffer it,—especially in an instance in which

liis own cause was so much concerned. Besides, it is not improbable that the soul

of the prophet was sometimes brought into such a frame as resembled the heavenly

state, as much as is possible for any one to attain to in this world. The experience

of this made Jacob say, ' This is none other but the house of God, and this is the

gate of heaven.'^ Again, it is not improbable that God might work miracles of

various kinds, to confirm the prophet's belief as to his being inspired ; though they

are not particularly recorded in all the instances in which we read of inspiration.

If it be objected, that it is not probable that miracles were always wrought to give

this conviction, I would not be too peremptory in asserting the contrary, and would

deem it sufficient to say that they were sometimes wrought. But doubtless there

were some other concurring circumstances, which put conviction of inspiration

out of all dispute ; for not to suppose this, is to reflect on the wisdom and goodness

of God, as well as to depreciate one of the greatest honours which he has been

pleased to confer upon men. Thus we have considered the unreasonableness of the

charge brought against the inspired penmen of scripture, that they were imposed

on by mistaking enthusiastic fancies for divine revelation. [See Note T, p. 71.]

We shall now show that they were not imposed upon by the devil, or did not

mistake impressions made by him on their minds, for divine revelation. Divine in-

spiration was not occasional, or conferred in some particular instances, with a

design to amuse men, or to confirm some doctrines which were altogether new,

impure, and subversive of the divine glory in some ages of the world when men
were universally degenerate, and had cast off God and religion ; but it was con-

tinued in the church for many ages, when those for whose benefit it was given

evidently appeared to be the peculiar objects of the divine regard. Now, God
would never in such circumstances of time and things, have suffered the devil to

delude the world, and that to such a degree as be the author of that rule of iaith

which he himself designed to make use of to propagate his interest, so that his

people should be beholden to their grand enemy for those doctrines which were
transmitted by inspiration. Satan, besides, would have acted against his own
interest, had he inspired men to propagate a religion which has a direct tendency

to overthrow his own kingdom ; for in that case, as our Saviour observes, ' His
kingdom would be divided against itself.'' As it is contrary to the wisdom and
holiness of God to have suffered the imposition, so Satan would never have done

it out of choice, and he has too much subtilty to have done it through mistake. The
inspired writers, therefore, could not be imposed on by any infernal spirit. And we
may add, that no delusion could have been practised by a good angel ; for if such

an one had pretended in the matter of inspiration, to have imitated, or, as it were,

usurped the throne of God, he would not have deserved the character of a good

angel. It follows, therefore, that the sacred penmen could not have been inspired

by any but God himself.

Having considered that the penmen of scripture have faithfully transmitted to

us what they received by divine inspiration, we must now take notice of an allega-

tion meant not only to depreciate but to overthrow tlie divine authority of their writ-

ings, that they were inspired as to only the substance or general idea of what they

committed to writing, and were left to express this in their own words. Hence, it

is alleged, there arose some contradictions occasioned by the treachery of their

h Dan. x. 8. i Rev. i. 17. k Gen. xxviii. 17. 1 Matt. xii. 25. 26.
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memories, or the imfitness of their style to express what had been communicated
to them. This allegation is founded on the difference of style observed in the

various books o: scripture ; some of wliicli are written in an elegant and lofty style,

otliers clouded with mystical and dark expressions,—some more plain, others laid

down in an argumentative way. These different modes of writing are supposed

agreeable to the character of the several inspired writers ; so that, though the

matter of scripture contains something divine, the words and phrases can liardly

be reckoned to do so. As for some books of scripture, especially those that are

historical, it is alleged that these might be written without inspiration, and that

some of them were taken from histories which were previously in being, or from
occurrences M'hich were observed in the days in which the writers lived, and which
were generally known and believed at the time when they took place. [See Xote
U, page 72.] And as for those books of scripture, which are more especially doc-

trinal, it is supposed that there are many mistakes in them, but that these respect

only doctrines of less importance, the providence of God having preserved the

writer from any gross or notorious blunders, subversive of natural religion ; so that,

while the scripture may be deemed sufficient to answer its general design of propa-

gating religion in the world, we are not obliged to conclude that it is altogether

free from those imperfections wliich must attend such a kind of inspiration.

If this account of scripture be true, it would hardly deserve to be called the

word of God ; and we must vindicate it from the aspersions which the account
implies.

As to the different styles observed in the various books, it does not follow from
them, that the penmen were left to deliver what they received, in their own words.

For certainly it was no difficult matter for the Spirit of God to furnish the writers

with words as well as matter, and to inspire them to write in a style agreeable to

what they used in other cases. If a person should send a message by a child, it is

easy to put such words into his moutli as are agreeable to his common way of ijpeak-

ing, without leaving the matter to him to be expressed in his own word^. On the

.«iame principle, the iu?pired writers might be furnished by the Holy Gliost with
words adapted to that style which they commonly used, without being left to them-
selves to clothe general ideas with their own words.

As to what is said concerning the historical parts of scripture, that it is not

necessary for them to have been transmitted to us by divine inspiration, it may
be replied, that these, as well as other parts, 'were written for our learning. ''"

What is excellent in the character of persons, is designed for our imitation,—their

blemishes and defects, to humble us under a sense of the universal corruption of

human nature,—and the evil consequences of their wicked conduct, to awaken our
fears, and warn us against exposing ourselves to such judgments as were intiicted

as tlie punishment ot sin. And the account we have of the providential dealmgs
of God with his church, in the various ages of it, is as truly of use as the doctrinal

parts of scripture, to put us upon admiring and adoring the divine pertections. It

is necessary, therefore, that we have the greatest certainty that the inspired

writers have given us a true narration of things, and consequently that the words,

as well as the matter, are truly divine.—Some opponents of this doctrine, in order

that they may a little palliate these sentiments, allow, as we have seen, that the in-

spired writers, though left to the weakness of their memory, and the impropriety of

their style, were notwithstanding, preserved, by the interposition of divine providence,

from committing mistakes in matters of the highest importance. We reply, how-
ever, that it will be very difficult for them to assign what doctrines are of greater,

and what of less importance, in all the instances in which they occur ; or when
providence has interposed to prevent the writers from running into mistakes, and
when it has not. We should still, therefore, be in uncertainty as to what doc-

trines are delivered to us as they were received by inspiration, and what are mis-

represented by the penmen of scripture ; and we should be ready to conclude that,

in every section or paragraph, some things may be true, and others false,—som«
doctrines divine, and others human ; and we should, at the same time, havo no

m Rom. XV. 4.

I. H
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certain rule to distinguish the one from the other, and accordingly could not be sure

that any part of scripture is the word of God. Such a revelation as the allegation

supposes, would thus bo of no real service to the church ; and our faith would be

founded in the wisJom, or rather weakness,. of men, and our religion, depending on

it, could not be truly divine. [See note V, page 74.]

VI. Another argument, to prove the scriptures to be the word of God, may be

taken from their antiquity and wonderful preservation for so many ages. Many
other writings, of much later date, have been lost ; and nothing more is known of

them, than that they once existed. Books were peculiarly liable to be lost, when
there were none other than written copies of them, and these procured with

much expense and difficulty, and consequently their number small. But the

scripture has been preserved, not only against all ordinary accidents, but in spite

of all the malice of its avowed enemies, as prompted hereunto by Satan, whose

kingdom is overthrown by it. Had it been in his power, he would certainly have

utterly abolished and destroyed it. Yet it has been preserved unto this day, and

the preservation of it discovers the wonderful hand of providence. Would God
have so remarkably taken care of a book, that pretends to advance itself by bear-

ing the ciiaracter of a divinely inspired writing, if it did not really possess this

character ?— This leads us to the next argument ; which contains evidence more
convincing than any other ; or which, at least, if added to the arguments already

given, will, 1 hope, make it more abundantly appear that the scriptures are the

word of God. The argument is this :

VII. The divine authority of scripture is attested by God himself. And if, ia

other cases, ' we receive the witness of men,' surely, as the apostle observes, * the

witness of God is greater. '° Now the testimony of God to the authority of scripture

is twofold ; First, extraordinary ; Secondly, ordinary. The extraordinary testi-

mony of God is that of miracles. The ordinary is taken from the use which he

makes of scripture in convincing and converting sinners, and building believers up
in holiness and comfort, through faith unto salvation.

As to the extraordinary testimony of God, he has attested the truth of scrip-

ture by miracles. A miracle is an extraordinary divine work, whereby something

is produced contrary to the common course and laws of nature. Thus the magi-

cians of Egypt confessed, that one of the miracles which Moses wrought was ' the

finger of God."" There are many undeniable instances of miracles recorded in scrip-

ture, both in the Old and in the New Testament ; and these being above the power

of a creature, and works peculiar to God, they contain a divine testimony to the

truth which is confirmed by them. Now when we say that the divine authority of

scripture was conlirmed by miracles, we mean, that God has wrought miracles to

testify his approbation of most of the prophets and apostles who were the inspired

writers of it, whereby their mission was declared to be divine. And we cannot think

that God, who knows the hearts and secret designs of men, would employ or send

any to perform so great and important a work, if he knew them to be disposed to

deceive and impose on the world, or that they would, in any instance, call that his

word which they did not receive from him. The reason why men sometimes em-
ploy unfaithful servants about their work, is that they do not know them,—they

never do it out of choice ; and we cannot suppose that God, who perfectly knows

the hearts of men, would do so. His having not only employed the penmen of

scripture as his servants, but confirmed their mission, and testihed his approbation

of them, by miracles, is, therefofe, a ground of conviction to us that they

would not have alleged the scriptures to be the word of God if they were not so.

And that miracles have been wrought for this end, I think, needs no proof. Not
only are we assured of this by the report of those prophets whose mission is sup-

posed to have been confirmed by the miracles ; but the fact was universally known
and received in the church, in those times in which they were wrought ; and it is

not pretended to be denied by the most inveterate enemies. That Moses, several

of the prophets, our Saviour, and his apostles, wrougiit miracles, can hardly bo
reckoned a matter in controversy, for it is a kind of scepticism to deny it. [See

n 1 John V. 9. o Exod. viii. 19.
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Note W, page 7G.] It is certain, also, that in working their miracles they appealed

to God for the confirmation of their mission. Elijah, for example, exphcitly did

this, when ho prayed, * Lord God of Ahraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant; and that I have

done all these things at thy word ;'p and we read, that God answered him accord-

ingly, ' by the fire from heaven consuming the burnt sacrifice,' &c.i Such appeals

to God, and answers from him, have attained their end, by giving conviction to

those for whose instruction the miracles were wrought. When God, through the

instrumentality of Elijah, raised the dead child to life, the woman of Zarephath con-

fessed that by this she ' knew that he was a man of God, and that the word of tho

Lord, in his mouth, was truth.' • And it is not denied by the Jews, the most irre-

concilable enemies to Christianity, that what is related in the New Testament,

concerning the miracles of our Saviour and his apostles, was true in fact. The only

thing they deny is, that miracles were a divine testimony, or that they were wrought

by the hand of God. And the common reproach which is cast on these miracles is,

that they were wi-ought by magic ; just as the Jews of old objected to our Saviour,

that ' he cast out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.'* But his reply to

them was unanswerable,—that this objection would argue ' Satan divided against

himself,'—intimating, that Satan would never, to overthrow the Christian religion,

use means which he could not but know was more conducive than any other to the

establishment of it.

It may be objected, that though miracles were wrought to confirm the mission of

several of the prophets, yet none were wrought to confirm the divine authority of

the scriptures. It is sufficient, however, if we can prove that God has given his

testimony, that he made choice of those prophets to declare his mind and will to

the world, that he has accordingly deemed them fit to be credited, and that they

were not men liable to any suspicion of carrying on a design to deceive the world

;

for if God not only calls them holy men, as he does the inspired writers in general,

when he says, * Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,''

but also wrought miracles to prove that they were his servants and messengers, ho

gives as convincing a testimony as if every part of scripture had been confirmed

by a miracle. Besides, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the church which
flourished when the various parts of scripture were written, had some extraordinary

proois of their divine authority ; since, in many ages miracles were very common.
At the same time, too, that the penmen of scripture had the gift of inspiration,

others had, what the apostle calls, 'a discerning of spirits,'" and were enabled to

know whether the prophet who pretended to inspiration, was really inspired. This,

to nic, seems very probably the sense of the apostle, when he .says, ' The spirits of

the prophets are subject to the prophets;'^ for in tlie context he discourses of

prophets speaking by divine revelation, and of others judging of them. [See Note
X, page 77.] Now if there was this extraordinary gift of discerning of spirits in the

ages in which particular books of scripture were written, the persons who enjoyed it

had, irom the Holy Spirit himself, a convincing testimony to the inspiration of the

prophets and apostles ; and by this means the divine authority of scripture was infal-

libly known to them, and, at the same time, imparted to others for their farther

confirmation in this great truth.

It may further be objected, that as we are not now to expect miracles for con-

firming our faith as to the divine origin of scripture, we cannot be said to have a
divine testimony. But the confirming of divine revelation by a constant repetition

of miracles is not necessary. God did uot design to make the dispensation of mir-

acles too conmion, or to continue the evidence it afi'ords, when there was no necessity

for it. When the Scribes and Pharisees came to our Saviour, desiring to ' see a sign
'

from him, J he would not comply with their unreasonable demand. The apostle Paul
takes notice that the Jews generally in his time ' required a sign ;

'^ but, instead of com-
plying with their re([uest, he refers them to the success of tlie gospel, which is ' the

p 1 Kiiipsxviii. 36. q Ver. 38. r 1 Kings xvii. 21— 24. s Matt. xii. 24.

t 2 I'ft. i. 21. u 1 Cor. xii. 10. x 1 Cor. xiv. 32. y Matt, xii. 38.

z I Cor. i. 22.
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power of God to salvation,' as the only testimony which was then needful. And oui

Saviour, in the parable ot the rich man and Lazarus, intimates that the truth of divine

revelation has been so well attested, that ' they who believe not Moses and the

prophets, would not be persuaded though one rose from the dead.'* Now, since we
have such convincing evidence, it is an unreasonable degi-ee of obstinacy to refuse to

believe the divine authority of scripture, merely because miracles are not now
wrought. To demand farther proof, is no other than a tempting of God, or a
disowning that what he has done is sufficient for our conviction ; and before we say

that for want of the evidence of continued miracles our faith is not founded on a

divine testimony, we must be able to prove that it is not founded on such a testi-

mony formerly given. The contrary of this, however, is undeniably evident ; for

the reality of miracles is confirmed by the confession of the church in all ages.

We have, therefore, as much ground to believe the divine authority of scripture, as

though miracles were wrought every day for its confirmation. This leads us to in-

quire,

VIII. How far the testimony of the church is to be regarded as evidence that

the scriptures are the word of God. The church has in all ages given its suffrage

to the divine origin of scripture, how much soever it has perverted the sense of it.

That this argument may be set in a true light, let us consider what the papists say

to this matter, when they appeal to the church, to establish the divine authority of

scripture ; and wherein we differ from them ; and how far the testimony o the

church is to be regarded as a means for our farther conviction. We are

far from asserting, with the papists, that the church's testimony alone is to be re-

garded, without the internal evidence of scripture ; as though it were the principal,

if not the only foundation on which our faith is built. If, indeed, they could prove

the infallibility of the church, we should more readily conclude the infallibility of

its testimony ; but all their attempts to prove this are vain and trifling. Moreover,

we do not by the word church understand altogether the same thing which they

do ; for they make it mean a council, convened by him whom they pretend to be the

visible head, to decree and establish matters of faith ; and so, according to them, a

majority of votes of a body of men, every one of whom is liable to error, must de-

termine, and give a divine sanction to, our faith. Nor do we think that those

whom they call the fathers of the chui'ch, are to be any farther regarded tlian as

they prove what they assert ; .since there is scarcely any error or absurdity which
some one or more of them have not given in to. We also distinguish between the

church's testimony, that the scripture was given by divine inspiration, and
the sense they give of many of its doctrines. As to the latter, the church has

given us ground enough to conclude that its judgment is not much to be depended
upon. We find, however, that, in all ages, it has given sufficient testimony to this

truth, that the scriptures are the word of God, and that God has proved them to

be so by the miracles which he wrought. If God, then, has had a church in the
world, or a remnant whom he has presei-ved faithful, and if their faith, and all

their religion, and hope of salvation, have been founded on the truth that the scrip-

tures are tlie word of God, we cannot altogether refuse to believe that the scriptures

are of divine authority. But there is yet another argument which we lay more
stress on, namely, the use which God has made of scripture. We remark, there-

fore, as is farther observed in this answer, that,

IX. The scriptures are proved to be the word of God, by their power to convince

and convert sinners, and to comfort and build up behevers to salvation. The work
of conviction and conversion is, and has +)een at all times, experienced by those

who have had any right or claim to salvation. Not ordy have various instances of

this occurred in all ages ; but the very being of the church, which supposes and
depends on it, is an undeniable proof of its reality. And as this work is truly

divine, so the scriptures have been the principal, if not the only direct means
by which it has been brought about. We have never had any other rule, or
standard of faith or revealed religion ; nor has the work of grace been ever
begun, or carried on, in the souls of any, without it. Hence it evidently appears,

a Luke xvi. 31.
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that God makes use of scripture to propagate and advance his interest in the world,

and that he has given his clmrch ground to expect his presence with it, in all his

'ordinances. They are obhged, on all occasions, to pay a due regard to scripture
;

and, in so doing, they have found that God has, by means of it, manifested him-

self to them, and made them partakers of spiritual privileges, which have been the

begmning of tlieir salvation. But it cannot be supposed that God would make this

use of his word, and thereby put such an honour upon it, had it been an imposture,

)r borne the specious but false pretence of being stamped with his authority ; for

',hat would be to give countenance to a lie, which is contrary to the holiness of his

nature.

Thus we have considered the several arguments, whereby scripture appears to

be the word of God. But since multitudes are not convinced by them, we have,

in the close of this answer, an account of the means whereby Christians come to a

full persuasion as to this matter,—and that is the testimony of the Spirit in the

heart of man. By this we do not understand that extraordinary impression which

some of old have been favoured with, who are said to have been 'moved by the

Holy Ghost,' or to have had an extraordinary 'unction from the Holy One,' where-

by they were led into the knowledge of divine truths in a way of supernatural

illumination. This we pretend not to ; for extraordinary gifts have ceased. It

does not follow, however, that the Spirit does not now intluencethe minds of believ-

ers in an ordinary way, whereby they are instructed and confirmed in all necessary

truths, and particularly in this, that the scriptures are the word of God. No privi-

lege referring to salvation was ever taken away, without seme other, subservient to the

same end, having been substituted in its room ;—unless indeed a notorious forfeiture

has been made of it, and the church, by apostacy, has excluded itself from an in-

terest in the divine regard. And as this cannot be said of the gospel-church, in

all the ages since extraordinary giits have ceased, we must conclude, that, in the ab-

sence of former methods for vindicating the divine authority ol scripture, believers

have, instead of them, an inward conviction wrought by the Spirit of God, agreeable

to his present method of acting ; otherwise the present dispensation is, in a very

material circumstance, much inferior to that in which God discovered his mind
and will to man in an extraordinary way.

But that we may explain what we mean by the inward testimony of the Spirit

in the hearts of men, whereby they are iully persuuded tlat the scriptures are the

word of God, let it be considered, 1. That it is something more than simply a power

or faculty of reasoning, to prove the scriptures to be divine ; lor that is common to

all men, while this is a special privilege gi^'en only to believers. Moreover, there

may be a power of reasoning, and yet a mistaken exercise ot it ; so that this is not

sufficient fully to persuade us that the scriptures are the word of God, and is some-

thing inferior to what is intended in this answer. 2. The inward testimony of the

Spirit in the hearts of men is something short of inspiration. Hence, though the

scripture was known to be the word of God by the Spirit of inspiration, so long as

that continued in the church
; yet that privilege having now ceased, the internal

testimony of the Spirit contains a lower degree oi illumination, which has nothing

miraculous attending it. 3. It is not an enthusiastic impulse, or strong impression

upon our minds, whereby we conclude a thing to be true, because we think it is so.

This we by no means allow of; since our own fancies are not the standard of truth

how strong soever our ideas of things may be. Therefore, 4. This inward testi-

mony of the Spirit contains in it a satisfying and establishing persuasion, that the

scriptures are the word of God,—a persuasion supported by other evidences and con-

vincing arguments, and particularlv by that winch is taken Irom the use which
God makes of the scripture, in beginning and carrying on the work of grace in the

souls of believers ; and this firm persuasion we find sometimes so deeply rooted in

their hearts, that they would sooner die ten thousand deaths than part with scrip-

ture, or entertain the least .slight thought of it, as though it were not divine. And
certainly there is a special hand of God in this persuasion, which we can call no
other than the inward testimony of the Spirit to the divine authority of scripture,

[See Note Y, p. 77.

J
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[Note O. The Genuineness and Ciedibility of Scripture—Dr. Ridgeley, before discussing the in-

spiration of scripture, '* premises some things respecting the nature, necessity, and possibility of
revelation ;" and when stating his third remark on them, says, " These points must be made appar-,

eiit, else it is vain to attempt to give arguments to prove the scriptures to be the word of God."
But it is scarcely less vain to make this attempt without first proving the genuineness and cre<iil)ility

of the hooks of scripture. Some of the most important arguments for the inspiration of the liooks,

assume that the genuineness and credibility of them are admitted, or suppose previous proof to have
been oiFered quite sufficient to convince the judgment of any man wlio is not determined to reject

all evidence. I shall, therefore, give, in as compressed a torm as possible, an outline of proofs for

the genuineness and credibility of the books of the New Testament. As to the hooks ot the Old
Testament, they will stand accredited by many of the arguments, just as if these were adiiuced to
support them; and, especially, they are so abundantly vouched for both by direct statements and
by multitudinous quotations in the books of the New, that separate evidence of their genuineness
and credibility, after offering it on behalf of the New Testament, is altogether superfluous.

The Genuineness of the Books of the New Testament.

A book is genuine which was written by the author to whom it is ascribed. Some of the books
of the New Testament profess, in general terms, to have been written by immediate disciples of
Christ, and are proved to be genuine, simply if proved to be apostolical ; others profess to have
been written respectively by Paul, John, Peter, James, and Jude, and, in order to be proved gen-
uine, must be severally traced to the individuals whose names they bear. Evidences of genuine-
ness, as they affect the former class, may be not only satisfactory, but redundant; or they may be
such as not alone prove the books to be apostolical, but discover and authenticate tbeir respective

authors. Such proofs as I shall advance, apply, for the most, to all the books of the New Testa-
ment, and contain subsidiary evidence, either expressed or implie<l, which bears on the books in

detail, or on such ot them as may be individually mentioned. I shall give them in the fewest words
possible, and must rely on the reflection of my readers for eliciting their force, and giving them a
practical application.

I. No reason can be urged against the genuineness of the books of the New Testament, which
does not operate with vastly greater force against any of the ancient writings which are universally

received as genuine. Listen to the reasonings of an infidel against an epistle of Paul or one of the

four gospels, and apply them to Homer's Iliad, Virgil's Eiieid, Herodotus' History, and similar

works ; and you will find that they throw doubts on all these received books of antiquity, long
before they raise a difficulty respecting a book of the New Testament. Tested by infidel argu-
ment, Paul may be the undoubted author of the epistles ascribed to him, after Homer, Virgil, and
Herodotus are made to be suspected as fabricated or men-ly supposititious names. Yet the
works ascribed to these authors are universally received as genuine. Why, then, should the gen-
uineness of Paul's epistles be called in question ?

II. If tlie books of the New Testament had not been apostolic, thev would have been ascribed

to the most eminent persons of the age in which they profess to have been written. Other exist-

ing documents than they profess to be apostolic, but are easily proved to be spurious; and they
are ascribed to Nicodemus, to the whole college of the apostles, and e\en to our blessed Lord.

The object of the fabricators was to stamp them wiih iniportaiice. But what fabricator would have
ascribed professingly apostolic books to such men as Maik, Luke, or Jude, ulio, as compared to

other immediate disc pies of Christ, were always obscure or stconcaiy pu>oiis ? Or what fabrica-

tor would have passed by Andrew, Thomas, Bartholomew, Pliilip, feiuion, James the son of Zebe-
dee, and all the seventy disciples, assigning only meagre writings to extii Petir, John, Matthew,
James the Less, and Jude, while he ascriiied no fewer than tliirteen books to 'the young man
Saul,' who was 'as one born out of due time?' What fabricator, in particular, would have for-

borne to ascribe some leading writings to the Lord Jesus?
III. The style of the New Testament is peculiarly such as the writers to whom the several

books are ascribed might be supposed to employ.
1. It is not classical. That, indeed, of the books ascribed to Paul and Luke approaches to be

so ; but that of the other books is eminently what a polished or native Greek would have pro-

nounced anomalous and inelegant. Now, Paul and Luke were learned men, the former ' brought
up at the feet of Gamaliel,' and the latter 'a physician;* while the other reputed authors were
all professedly illiterate.

2. It abounds in Hebrew and Syriac idioms. A Grecian would have written pure Greek; a
Syrian would have written mere translated Syriac; a religious Jew, unacquainted with Christianity,

would have written wholly in the idiom of Hebrew;—but only men situated exactly as the apostles,

could have woven, upon a general texture of Greek, such a peculiar fringing of Hebrew and Sy riac,

as is found in the New Testament.
3. It v\ ants the marks of every age but the apostolic. The nearest kindred writings to those of

the New Testament, viewed simply as to subject and style, are the books of Maccabees, and
the works of the earliest Christian fathers. But though the former immediately preceded the
apostolic age, and the 1 itter immediately succeeded it, both are characterized by a style esseniially

different from that of 'the New Testament. A cognate style to that of spurious existing books,
which [)roless to be apostolic, may be lound in various eai ly writers; but no style can be found
<-ogiiate to that which is ascribed to Matthew, John, Peter, Paul, and their fellow-writers.

IV. The characteristics or peculiar statements of the books, iiiumtely agree with the position

and character of the reputed authors.

\. They contain many intimate allusions to Jewish customs and ceremonies. No a the authors
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irere Jews, who had witnessid the riisfoms of the Jewish nation from infancy, and had often acted

a part in both their civil and their religions ceremonies.

2. They display intimate aiqu;tintance, not alone with the practice of the Rom:in government in

Jiid. a, but with the local feelings ami opinions which it excited. Just such a political condition

as they impliedly describe, is proved by Josephus and other neutrnl authors to have existed at the

precise epoch when the books profess to have been written. Now the authors lived in Judea,

under the Roman goverinnent, daily witnessing the conduct of governois and the gov>-rned.

3. Some of the books minutely allude to the manner's, feelings, rural occupations, or industrious

habits ot the common people. Now the reputed writers of these books were poor men, belonging

to the humblest class of society, who had personally mingled in every scene ot humble lite.

4. Others of the books, e. g. the Acts of the Apostles, and the epistles of Paul, contain lemarkj

of striking but remote coincidence with the ascertained condition, in politics, science, history, oi

topography, of the provinces of the Roman empire. Now the reputed writers of these books per

soiially traversed the districts to which their remarks apply, and held intimate intercourse with the

native population.

V. Some early enemies of Christianity, such as Celsus, Porphyry, and the Emperor Julian, at-

tacked the books of the New Testament in form, and laboured to destroy their credit, yet they

never called in question their genuineness. Julian wrote in the fourth century. Porphyry in the

third, and Celsus in the reign of Adrian, or about the middle of the second; and they ail, espe-

cially Celsus and Porphyry, enjoyed the amplest opportunity of assailing the books by every possi-

ble argument of coincidence or testimony; yet they felt constrained to admit their genumeness,

and were obliged to rest contented with cavilling at their inspiration.

VI. The names and transactions of the reputed authors are recorded by writers of the first and

second centuries. * Paul' is spoken of by Clement of the first century, and Ignatius of the

second; 'Paul and the rest of the apostles,' by Polycarp of the second century; 'Peter and

John,* by Ignatius of the second century; 'Peter,' by Clement of the first century, and Papias

of the second; and 'John and others who had seen the Lord,' liy Ireiiaeus of the second century.

Now Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Papias, and Irenaeus, are all admitted to be genuine writers,

and, along with about twenty others, most of whom also make personal references to the apostles,

are the only extant Ciiiistian authors previous to the third century, by whom the penmen of the

New Testament could hive l)een noticed. They all lived so near the period when the books of the

New Testament profess lo have been written, that had any imposture existed, they could not have

failed to detect ir, an<l must have traced it to the very age in which several of the apostles survived.

But they mention the penmen of the New Testament with confidence, and speak oi them as hav-

ing occupied exactly the position in which their reputed authorship of the books represents them
to have been placed.

VII. Most ot the books of the New Testament are mentioned singly or collectively as existing

documents by the early Christian writers. 'Matthew' is mentioned by Papias; 'Maik' by
Papias; 'The Four Gospels' by Cyprian; 'John, Matthew, Luke, ami Mark,' by TenuUian;
' the gospels' by Justin .Martyr; 'the Scriptures of the divine Gospels,' b> Eusebius; 'ttie Histor-

ical Looks,' by Justin Martyr; 'the gospels and apostles,' by Ignatius; 'the Acts,' by Origen and

Cyprian ;
' First Corinthians,' by Clement ; ' Ephesians' by Ignatius ;

' St. Paul's epistles,' by Ter-

tuUian ; and ' the Scriptures of the Lord,' by Theophilus. Now Clement wrote in the Hrst cen-

tury, Ignatius, Papias, Tertullian, Theophilus, and Justin Mart\r in the second, Cyprian and

Origen in the third, and Eusebius early in the fourth ; and all these writers treat the books » hich

thfcv respectively mention, as of received and of undoubted genuineness.

Vill. The books o( the New Testament were read and expounded as apostolic documents, or as

the writings of the penim n to whom they are severally ascribed, in the public assemblies of the

early Christians. This fact is attested by Eusebius, by Cyprian, and even by Tertullian, and by

Justin Mart\r. The third and fourth of these authors wrote in the second century; and all the

four kn w ami referrtd to the public practice of the Christian churches, from the time of the

aposths. The whole body ot Christians from before the da\s of Justin Martyr are, in consequence,

proved to have received ttie books of the New Testament as genuine. Or, more strictly, these

liooks, as reputed apostolic writings, are traced up the broad stream of the whole Christian com-
munity, till the very da\s in which their professed authors lived. Could they have been fabricated

and falsely imputed, under the very eyes ot the men to whom they are ascribed?

IX. Several of the books are quoted, as existing documents and as apostolic writings, by some of

the earliest Christian writers. The Gospel according to Matthew is quoted by Barnabas, Clement,

and Ilei mas, the only extant Christian authors of the first century, and by Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin

Martyr, and Theophilus, foUr of the very few extant authors of the second. The Gospel according

to Mark is quoted h\ Justin Martyr and Athenagoras, both of the second century. The Gospel

according to Luke is quoted by Clement, Hennas, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, and Athenagoras.

The Gospel according to John is quoted by Hernias, Ignatius, Justin Martyr, and Theophilus. The
book of Acts is quoted by Hermas and Polvcarp. The Epistle to the Romans is quoted by Cle-

ment. But all these are instances of quotation in only the few and scanty extant genuine writings

of one hundred _\ ears succeeding the completion of the books of the New 'Pestament. Let instances

be taken from the copious and more numerous writings of the period which followed, and the list

of quotations will be unmanageably long.

X. Some of the books. are minutely described, as to their received authorship and contents, by

early writers. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, are described by Clement and Eusebius; and

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Acts, by Irenaeus of Lyons.

XL Formal catalogues of the books, ascribing them to their respective authors, are given by
early writers. Catalogues of precise and conclusive character are given in particular by Origen,
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Atliannsnis. Cyr'l, ami Jerome. Tl.is f;i(t is dei-isive, jiot alone as to the perminetiess of tlie l)Ooks,

but i)« to the ranotiioitv of'tlie New Testament. The rHtaloirues are not lists of wliat the individ-

ual writers esteemed apostolic dooumi nts. hut lists of what had Ix en rereived as such hy the Chris-

tian church s. (rem the enrliest period to the time at which they severally wrote; and they consti-

tute an evidence of genuineness wh'ch applies to all the hooks, and is stiimpt with the concurrent

assent or accumulated testiinonv of the whole primitive Christian community.

XII. The hooks of the New Tebtament were coUiited, commented on, and translated in the early

oeiitnr'es of the Christian era.

I. H iMiionies of the books were written by Ammonius, and by Julius Africanus, both of the

third century.

;>. Coniirepitaries on the books were written in 170 by Tatian, in 190 by Pantaenus, and in the

fourth century by no fewer than fourteen a\ithors.

H. Versions of the books were made, in the fiist cetiturv, into the Syriac lanpuage; in the second,

into the Latin and the Sahidic ; in the fourth, into the Ethiopic; and in the fifth, into the Coptic.

Now. the Harmonies, the Commentaries, and the Versions, had each the force both of a cata-

logue, and of R minute description of contents; and they all prove the genuineness of the books as

resting on co'icurrent primitive testimony, and on the universal consent of the ages immediately
succeeding the apostolic.

XIII. Many very ancient manuscripts of the hooks have been found in countries mutually distant

and unconnected. The existeiii-e of aiicient manuscripts is, in most cases, the s<»le, or almost tlie

sole evi<!eiice for the genuineness of any received w ritings of antiquit}. But tiie ancient manuscripts,

in the case of all other works, are few. collusive, and of recent date, compaied to those in the case of

the hooks of the New Testament. The ancient manuscripts, in the latter case, are so indcpeiKJent of
one another as to the circumstances in which they were written, that they helonsj to at least three

great classes, all as separate from one another as distance of country, improbahility of intercourse,

and difference of vernacular tongue, among the respective classes of transcribers, could possibly

have rt ndeied them. The manuscripts are al.so very old : of those still in preservation, one hears
marks of .he third century, two of the fourth, several of the fiith or sixth, and maiiv of the cen-
turies hefore the twelfth. These are all in the Greek language, and are independent of manuscripts,

some of them equally ancient, of the earliest versions. Now, each manuscript—treating it as any
man, even an infidel, treats an ancient manuscript of a Greek or F^atin classical author—is in itself

a complete proof of the genuineriess of the hooks of the New Testament. How strong, then, is

the evidence !roin a number ot manuscripts, gieat. far beyond any parallel, uncollusive, unconnect-
ed, extremely,ancient, and all concurring to ascrihe the hooks to their several I'eputed authois!

Obj"ctions to the genuineriess of the books ot tie New 'I'estament, either such as mav lie con-
ceived, 01 such as infidels have actually advanced, are, lor the most part, such as some of the pre-

ceding arguments directly and thoroughly answer. All which these arguments do not completely
dispose ol, may he comprehended in two.

First : The concurrent testimonies of Christian writers, as to the genuineness of the books, might
have tieen designed.

But where is there reasonable ground of suspicion that they were so? The objection is founded
on a gratuitous conjecture, an<l cannot he suppoited b> even the shadow ot evidence. No instance
of apparent collusion has bem adduced as to even any two testimonies. How then can we imagine
collusion as to the whole?

Again: many of the testimonies are indirect, parenthetical, or incidental. None of them wear
the appearance of having been written as testimonies, or with the view either of being quoted as

wuthority, or of authenticating the aposfolic writings. They consist simply of passing allusions,

and never constitute the main aim of their authors. But had they been designed, they would have
been direct, pointed, and formal, and would, at the same time, have been much more minute and
liuir erous than we find them.

Further: the testimonies, as to the language, periods, and couiitiies, in which they were written,
were separate (rom one another, remote, unconnecttd, and independent. Some were written in

Latin, and others in Greek, the former at the extreme west, and the Litter at the extreme east of
the civilizid world, at a time when feu persons who knew either languaf/e weie acquainted with
tiie other. Some were written in Syria, some in Cappadocia, scjme in Asia Minor, some in Greece,
some in Egypt, some in Caithage, some in Italy, and s-ouic in Gaul, some iii the first century, some
in the second, in the third, in the Ibuiih, when the nn uns of iiitucourse between even neighbour-
ing provinces were more seldom and impirlect, than those which exist now between the most dis-

tant ngions of the globe. Collusion, in suili circumstances, was morally and even physically im-
possible.

II. Why are not other extant documents than those of the New Testament, which profess to be
apostolic, admitted to he genuine?

First: they contain only matter which is directly borrowed from the received books, with a few
trifling an<l uncorroborated additions. In other words, their claim to apostolitity rests wholly on
iheir having (-lumsily pirated such portions of the received books, as could most easily he subjected
to change ot phraseology.

Again : no documents professing to be apostolic, except those in the received canon, are quoted
cr tut ntioned by any writers of the first, second, or third century, or possess any of those evidences
of genuineness which have been detailed in support of the received books.

The Credibility of the Books of the New Testament.

A book is credible, the statements of which are worthy to be believed. Credibiiitv \t op-
Dosed to spuriousness of matter, as genuineness is opposed to spunou»rrc!ss ol aiithoishio. The
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books of the New Testament having been authentically traced to tlieir reputed authors, are next

proved to contain only such stiitements as are tiue. Their credibility reftrs, in the tirst iiistunce,

to tacts, and then, by inrlplication, to doctrines. What thev state as sentiments or moral principks

are all based on what they state as having; l)eeti events. On the truth ot their nanativts turns the

credibility of their entire contents. My proofs, tlierefbre, shall refer to the hooks of the New
Testament, chiefly, as historical documents.

I. The books do no more than assign adequate causes for efTects which are known, on numerous
testimonies, to have been produced, and describe effects naturally arising from causes which all par-

ties admit to have existed.

1. They only assign adequate causes for known effects. No person doubts that, from the middle

of the reign of Tiberius, Christianity, \\hich had just sprung into lieing, spread i.M the face of unex-
ampled persecutions, and amidst the most adverse circumstaiues, simply by the power of persuasion,

ami with irrepressible and amazing rapidity, tliroughout the civilized world. What causes but
those assigned in the narratives of the New Testament, can account for an occurrence so utterly

out of the ordinary course of human experieiice? Many other admitted events nnght be named,
adequate causes for which are assigned only in the books oi the New Testament.

'2. The books only describe the natm'al effects of kiiown c.iiises. Let any man examine the ad-

mitted historv of the Jews, let him study in particular the causes \\hieii liau remoti ly and recently

operated to form their character, and mould their condition ; and he will find m the New Testa-
ment copious accounts of their opinions, prejudices, usages, and temporal state,—exactly such
effects as the combination of remote and recent influences lo wliicb thev had ben subjected, must
naturally have produced. The death of Christ, the conversion of many Jews to Christiaidty, the

stea(.fiist endurance by Christians of severe persecution, as well as many other great causes of

moulding opinion, revolutionizing society , or otherwise strongly influencing events, are admitted,

i/u heatlien or tieutral testimony, to have existed ; and they necessarily led exactly to such results

as ;ire regularly detailed in the statements of the New Testament.
II. The books were written in circumstances which rendered imposture or fabrication imprac-

ticable.

i. The occurrences which they record were public, well-ktiow n, and capable of being tested by
the evidence ot adverse witnesses. The leading events had been the most public and remarkable
(if ttie age in which they occurred, and had drawn the general attention of the population among
whom the- books were published. Even the lesser events were all matter of notoriety before the
books were written. Almost every occurrence stated in the New Testament had been a subject
ot investigation and curiosity among the people to whose perusal it was submitted. A fabricator

would ha\e laid the scene of his events either in a secluded district, or in regions and times far re-

mote.

2. The people among whom the books were published had the strongest jealousy of their object,

and the mo>t violent hostility to their doctrines. The Jews would sift every recorded fact to tlie

bottom. No effort would they leave untried to detect falsification, exaggeration, or even circum-
stan;ial discrepancy. A fabricator either would not have <laied to publish under their surveillance,

oi, hiid he dared, would instantly have been detected and disgraced.

3. The writers of the books, though united in one bond of faith, were scattered and mutually
remote. Matthew wrote in Judea, Alark at Rome, Luke in Greece, and John at Ephesus ; and
the first, second, and third of these, whose writings embrace the same topi'-s, and are those of
the books which most nearly resemble one another, wrote about the same period, Matthew and
J^ark having written in the year 64, and Luke in tlie year C4 or 63. Collusion among writers so
remote from one another, and having no possibility of mutual communication before they severally
published, was physically impossible. Paul, again, between whose epistles and the book of Acts
there are many coincidences, wrote ;it Corinth, at Ephesus, in JMacedonia, and chiefly at Rome,
from the year 52 till the year 63; while Luke, the author of the book of Acts, wrote in Greece
about the year 63.

III. The writers of the books were competent narrators of the facts which they recorded.
1. They were either, as in the majority of instances, personal witnesses of the facts, or, as in the

case ot iMark, who acted in a measure as the amanuensis ot Peler, they received their information
immediately from witnesses. Who were so competent to narrate the life and sayings of Chiist as

Matthew, Peter, John, and the other apostles who lived with him throughout "the period of his

ministry, and who, either personally or through Mark and Luke—themselves no mean witnesses

—

compiled the four gospels? Who so competent to narrate the voyages and numerous journeys of
Paul, as Luke, who, for the most part, was his fellou .traveller ? Or who so competent to describe
the condition of theEphesian, Galatian, Thessalonian, Corinthian, and Roman churches as Paul, who
either planted them, or witnessed their infant condition, and in ewry case superintendfed their pro-
gress? Or who so competent to describe the seven churches of Asia, and the sect of Nicolaitanes
or Gnostics, as John, who long lived amongst them, and watched their departure from apostolic
Christianity ?

2. The writers furnish no appearance of credulity. On the contrary, they stand unequalled, un-
approached, and perhaps unimitated, in the remarkable propertv of narrating stupendous or uncom-
mon events in a style so dispassionate as to prove the utter absence of any. play of imagination.

3. They were not more subject than other men to mistakes, nor were ex|)Osed to imposition.
Nothing can be objected against their capacity, which may not forcibly be objected against the
capacity of almost all original historians ; nor can any charge be laid against them of mistake or mis-
conception, which will not impugn the credibility of the most accredited documents in existence.

*. Their integrity, though rigidly tried, was found to be uiiimpeachaide. No proof is on record
ot their having wanted veracity, or lair moral character. Tne chiei or onlv ciiines ever alleged

1. I
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npainst them were their opinions,—those opinions which they openly and boldly promulged as doc-

trines ot sblvHtion, in their pulilished writings.

IV. The writers of the books display extraordinary candour.

Matthew narrates his original inglorious condition of a publican ; Peter, through Mark, describes

in the darkest colouring the events of his temporary apostacy ; Paul speaks of his having been 'a

blaspbemiT ami a persecutor,' and of strivings of unholy desire in his recent character; and all the

writers expatiate on ciniimstances of their religion which exposed their persons to the certain

derision and conteir.pt of the world. A fabricator would have concealed what was ignominious,

and invented whatever fiction might have dazzled or aggrandized.

V. The historical statements of the books possess, in keeping with their avowed objects, all the

characteristics of true narrative.

1. They are complete. If they profess to narrate an event, they exhibit it in its cause, in its

effects, in its design, and in all its details ; or if they profess to discover the historical basis of a doc-

trine, they exhibit the whole fact on which the doctrine is founded, and fully explain in what re-

spects the tao are coiniecled. No statement is cut short, so as to leave the reader in suspense, or

to make an appeal to his imagination. Every narrative is so complete that the events described

must have been before ilie writer's mind far more fully and distinctly, than if they had been either

fiction, or mixtures of tact and fabrication.

2. The striteineiits are uiinnt •. Spurious or exaggerated narratives are always general and in-

definite ; but the narratives of the New Testament are in the highest degree circumstantial, notic-

ing the most minute particulars, and detailing the smallest matters with the same air of precision

as the greatest.

3. The statements are consistent. Though they include the most various elements, grouping

together all sorts of characters, and amassing the most heterogeneous materials, the picture which

they exhibit is in beautiful, accurate, perfect keeping. Other writings which are received as credi-

ble,' often contain most glaring discrepancies, and even palpable contradictions ; but the writings of

the New Testament are consistent to a degree which frees them, not alone from the charge of fabri-

cation, but from the suspicion of mistake.

4. They are simple and unimpassioned. Either invention or exaggeration is the work of the

fancy, ami cannot go on without emotion; and it also invariably leads to rhetorical flourish, or at

least to a violation of simplicity. Hut the books of the New Testament, though detailing the

most wonderful occurrences, are as unadorned and dispassionate as the humblest and most unpre-

tending narrative.

VI. Though the writers, especially the four evangelists, wrote independently of one another, in

countries mutually remote, and nearly at the same period, they minutely agree as to all the essen-

tial circumstances of what they record, while they fall into such apparent discrepancies as arise from

computing time in different methods, irom using words in different acceptations, or from narrating

the same events in subordination to different designs.

Matthew atid Maik say, ' that after six days' Jesus went to the mount of transfiguration ; but

Luke snys, 'that after eight days,' he went. Now, the former evangelists excluded, while the latter

included, the day from which they dated, and the day on which the transfiguration occurred. Luke
sa\s, that the men who journeyed with Saul to Damascus ' /teartf the voice ' of him who spake from

heaven ; but Paul himself says, that they ^ heard not the voice.' Now Luke by ' the voice' means

the sound or prefatory thunder which stupified the men, while Paul means by it the articulate utter-

ance which was addressed solely to himself. Matthew and Mark speak of ' an angel' as having at-

tended tlie resurrection of Christ ; but John speaks of ' two.' Now John simply narrated the eveij|;

of the resurrection as it occurred, while Mark and Matthew diverge into a description of angelic

manifestation, telling how "^ an angel shone,' yet omitting to state that "two angels' were present.

Only such apparent discrepancies as these occur in the books of the New Testament,—discrepancies

wliich disappear before an examination of the respective designs of the writers, and which strongly

prove the absence of all collusion, and at the same time ser\ e as a powerful reflector to the minute
agreement which [lervades the narratives.

VII. Among the books in general, and especially between the book of Acts and the epistles of

Paul, there exist numerous yet remote coincidences.

These coincidences are extremely striking. They are perfectly exact
; yet often are so remote

as to be discoverable only by a process of two or three consecutive inductions. They could not

have been designed, for they lie too deep beneath the surface, to be available to any except men of

painful reseaich ; yet they are greatly more numerous and perfect, thati it they had been the result

ot patient and dexterous study. Those between the book of Acts, and the epistles of Paul, form

the subject of Palej's ' Uoiie Paulinae.'

VIII. The statements of the books coincide with known or independently authenticated circum-

stances to which they refer.

1. Thev coincide with admitted facts, authenticated by profane historians. Instances of thia

occur in Matt. ii. 2-2; Luke ii. 1 ; and iii. 1 ; Acts xii. I ; xi. 26; xii. 19—23 ; xiii. 6; and xxiv. 24.

2. They coincide with political, secular, or heathen practices, which are known to have been

contemporaneous. Instances ot this occur in John xix. 19, 20; Acts iv. 1 ; and xvii. 22.

3. The\ coincide with existing customs, attested by Jewish writers who were hostile to Chris-

tianity. Instances of this occur in Mark viii. 3, 4. ; Acts xvi. 13; and xxi. 23, 24.

IX." Some leading statements of the books, including those which form the basis of the most im-

portant doctrines, are repeated by cotemporary Jewisli and heathen writers.

The events respecting John the Baptist, and the circunistances of the death and resurrection of

Christ, are mentioned l)y Josephus. The persecution of the first Christians, and esoeciaily the
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apostles' being ' made a spectacle to the world,' and treated as ' fools,' are mentioned by Tacitus

The opinions of the Jewish sects, and the customs and morals of the Jewish nation, are detailed

by Josephus, and several Roman writers. Tlie manners, murnl [)raciices, and superstitious observ-

ances of the heathens, are described by many authors. The notices ot Jewish and Roman piinces

and governors, concur with the general testimony of contemporaneous history. Some of these in-

stances, such as those respecting the moral condition of the Jews and the heathens, include a great

diversity ot particulars, almost all of which, as well as the general facts, are confirmed by indepen-

dent testimony.

X. The books narrate events and promulgate opinions which formed the natural origin of numer-
ous rtmarkable usages of the primitive Christians, which are mentioned as novelties by prolaiie au-

thors of the first century.

The authors who describe the usages, uniformly date them at a period subsequent to that at

which the books were written. They also ascribe the usages to the new religion of Christian-

ity. Now, whatever was remarkable, peculiar, or novel in what the authors describe, is exactly

accounted for by the statements of the New Testament. Either these statements propagated

the usages throughout the empire, or they were a transcript of actual circumstances in which the

usages originated.

XI. Many persons who witnessed the facts recorded in the books, or who received information

respecting them from personal witnesses, and enjoyed the most abundant opportunities of testing

their credibility, voluntarily underwent sufferings and death, to attest that the facts were true.

These persons were what are called confessors and martyrs. But they did not suffer for their

opinions : they suffered for their belief of facts. They were all either personal or secondary, and
most competent witnesses to the (acts on which Christianity was based; and they were tortured

and destroyed, that either they might be compelled to deny what they had attested, or might no
longer work havoc upon the reigning superstition by the effects of their testimony. Both the fact

and the nature of their sufferings are mentioned in the first century by Clement and Hermas, and
by the heathen writers Tacitus and Martial, and early in the second century by Polycarp atid the

heathen writer Suetonius.

XII. The books of the New Testament are sometimes associated by early writers with those
of tlie Old, as though the two sets of documents were equally received, or stood upon an equal
footing of authority.

Clement of the first century speaks of 'the Law, the Prophets, the Apostles, and the Gospel.'

Hegesippus, Ignatius, and Irenaeus of the second century, speak respectively of 'the Law, the Pro-

phets, and the Lord,' ' the Prophets, but especially the Gospels,' and * the apostolic writings, the

Law and the Prophets.' Origen of the third century is more formal, and speaks, as a modern w ould
do, of 'the Old and New Testament,' and 'the Ancient and New Scriptures.' Now the books of tlie

Old Testament were universally received by the Jews as not only credible but inspired; and those

of the books which are historical, were received even by the heathens as narratives at least equally

credible with those of any ancient historians. The associating of these books and those ot the

New Testament by early Christian writers, would therefore seem to prove that the latter were
generally esteemed credible,—that they were esteemed so by a peojde who denied their inspiration,

and rejected their doctrines, and at the same time possessed ample opportunity to investigate, and,

had it been practicable, to impugn their facts. Or if the associating of the books of the Old and
those of the New Testament, does not prove that the latter were actually esteemed credible liy

the whole hostile or neutral community, it at least proves that they were so esteemed by all classes

of persons to whom the early Christian authors addressed their writings.

XILI. I'he books were appealed to in all the controversies respecting Christianity, which occurred
during the first and second centuries, and were treated on all sides as conclusive authority respect-

ing facts.

Though some persons professing to be Christian denied that particular books were inspired, they
nevertheless admitted that they were credible ; and though heathen and Jewish opponents rejected

them on account of their doctrines, they paid them remarkable deference as historical documents.
All modern infidels freely aumit, and even quote for their own purposes, whatever historical state-

ments of the Bible can be detached from tlie peculiar doctrines ot revelation ; and they in conse-

quence constructively assent to the credibility of at least those books from which they quote. But
this conduct is a mere inconsistenc}. That of the early controvertists, on the other hand, was a

regular, formal, professed appeal to the books of the New Testament, as documents of historical

authority.

XIV. Those statements of the books which form the basis both of their doctrines and of all their

minor or subordinate facts, were admitted to be true, and even adopted and repeated, by the pub-
lic opponents ol Christianity. •

The death and exalted character of Christ were so generally admitted at Rome, that the em-
peror Tiberius, in whose reign he was crucified, proposed his being enrolled among the Roman
gods. The spread of the gospel over Judea and throughout the regions mentioned in Paul's epistles

and the book of Acts, was recognised in the public edicts of the empire, and made the avowed
basis of the imperial persecutions to which the Christians were subjected. Even the change in

condition, in moral habits, in social sentiments and in religious usages, which the books descrit^e an

having been produced respectively in Jews and Heathens who believed the gospel, is admitted aa

to almost all its details, and is in some instances even minutely described, by such persons as

Tacitus, Celsus, and Porph}ry.

XV. The ooctrines of the books and the credit of their narratives, were rapidly diffused and pub-
-itly protessed, amongst the population who had the highest facilities for ascertaining the truth or
iaUehood of the facts on which they were based.
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Christianity rose to gigantic strength almost the instant after it began to exist. As is d"''Jiiod

by Jewish and heathen historians, it spread throughout most parts of tlie Romnti empire, during

the generation wiiich lived at the commencement of the apostolic ministry. What is chiefly re-

markahle is, that it spiead first and most r:ip:dly in Judea. Yet the hooks of the New Testament
state tlie miracles and discourses of Christ to liave heen so numerous, and to have been performed
and spoken before such multitudes and in so many parts of the country, that theie could have lived

no persons in Jndea. at the period when it extensively received Clirisli^inity, who either had not

seen the mnacles and heard the discourses, or at least (lid not enjoy opportunity to make inqtiiiies

respecting them of personal witnesses, both friendly and hostile. The people of the fiist century,

t'specially they ol the generation cotemporajieous- with the death of Christ, and more particularly

such as ivsided in Judea, or resorted from other countries to the gr at festivals at JerusaUin, pos-

sessed a thousand lanlitits tor investigating the iacts of the New Testament; yet they were tiie

very people among whom the credit ot the facts, and a belief in all the doctiines consequent upon
tliein, were most r;ipiiily and signally disseminated.

XVI. The writers of tlie hooks frequently appeal, for confirmation of their statements, to those
who \\ere in circumstances to kno>v or to ascertain their truth ; an<i they often found their admo-
nitions and reasonings upon what were a(hnitted as incontrovertible tacts.

The historical statements throughout the epistles are almost all the mere echo of general previ-

ous beliel. They are assumed as undisputed liy the parties to whom the epistles are addressed, and,

in the character ot undouiiteil transcripts of acknowle(!ged tacts, are directly employed as grounds for

admonition, or as th • premises of an argument tor supporting a conclusion. T;iey are, at the same
time, proved on abundant testimony to have been first published among the parties to whom they
severally appeal. It hence follows that their crei.ibility was established the instant they were wiitten.

Even the historical books, though themselves making no other appeal than the silent but powerful
one of their having been first published among the people u horn they describe as ha\ ing been wit-

nesses of most ot the facts which they record, contain many discourses, such as that of Pett r on the

day of Pentecost, that ot Paul at Athens, and those of our hord against the Scribes and Pharisees,

wiiich base all their doctrines and aiiinonitions on series of important facts, and appeal for the truth

of their premises to the public undisguised bckiiowledgment ol the parties addressed.

XVII. All the Christian writers ot the tirst and second centuries assume, thioUi;hout their rea-

sonings, the credibility of the hooks ot the New Testament; or, in other \\ords, they uniformly
treat the historical statements ot tiiese hooks as uncontroverted, or as universally admitted to be
true.

This is a fact of singular strength ; and unless we shall esteem all the early Christian writers to

have been egre.:;ious tools, ami believe that they maintained their inliuence and propagated iheir

opinioi.s by means of the n.ost contemptinle foolery of argument, it proves to demonstration that

the credibility jf the books of the New Testament was questioned, in tiie early ages, by neither

heretics, Jews, heathens, nor (dulosopheis. The early Christian authors wrote with the express

design ot projiagatiiig Christianity. Many addressed their writings in tiie tirst instance and even
exclusively to tlie enemies of the gospel. Some grappled in the tug and wrestle of controversy with
those wiio would now he called the mtidel opponents of their faith. Most reviewed the current
arguments, objections, or erroneous [irinciples ot heretics, Jeus, heathens, and pliilosophers, labour-

ing to convince these classes of persons ot their errors, and to convert then! to tlie truth. All the

early Christian writers, in fict, exerted their efforts more or less directly with the a\ov\ed design,

and almost for the sole purpise, of defending Christianity against the objeeiious ot its enemies.

'Wherefore, then, did ihey never delend the credibility of the hooks of the New Testament ? Why,
in particular, did they dare or venture, in all (ircumstances, to assume that credibility as uncon«
troveiteii ? The only possilile reason must be that tnere was not in existence, or at least never was
pubhcly avowed, one noticea;de objection on the subject.

Modern objections to the creuimlity of the books ot the New Testament, additional to siich as

some ot the iireceuing proofs directly answer, may be comprehended in two.
I. The books ot the New Testament were never received by unconverted Jews as tbey are by

Christians, and in particular, they were rejected by such Jews as did not embrace Christianity, and
yet liad opportunities of testing the historical statements which the books contain.

This oiijection conlounns credibility with inspiration. The Jews certainly never received the

books of the New Testament as a revelation or as div iiie scriptures; jet thev have always admitted
them to be authentic and credible historical documents. The eai ly Jews, who are the only parties

III the case ot any weight, nevt.r denied the tacts which the books record. 'I'liey denieii, inneed.

the doctrines which were built upon them; but they often quoted the tacts tor the piii[)i)se of (ler-

vertedly supporting their o»ui opinions. They admitted, 'lor example, that Christ was crucified,

but detiied, on the perverted authority of his own discourses, that he was the Son of God; or

they acknowledged ihat he had worked the numerous miracles ascribed to him, Init contended,

from his alleged blasphemy, in having called himself the Son of God, that he had worked them
through diabolic agency.

II. if the books vvere credible, it is unaccountable that cotemporary historians should have so

sliglill) noticed the remarkable events which they narrate.

This objection can be met by many answers, but maj be overthrown by one or two of the more
obvious.

1. That contemporary historians noticed at all the events narrated, is sufficient evidence of credi-

bility. How could they have noticed them if they had not occuired? Or is a notice of no value
unless when it is ot a length and copiousness to suit the demands of our fancy or our caprice?

2. Most of the writings of the first century are lost; and those which remain are, for the most
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pjiit, mutilated. Had all the writinp:* been preserved, they might have been found to contain

many coiroboratioiis of tin- New Testament nairalives. Snob as mipht have coiitaiiietl corrobo-

rations, are exactly the writinjis which were most likely to have been lost. For,

;l The writings which survive owe their preservation to the circumstance, that the topics of

which they treat were those most interesting to the imperial Romans, or to heathen philosophers.

Now. the discussion o( these topics admitted no direct refen nee to Christianity, and much less a

detriih'd account of the facts of its origin. Whoever adverts to the character of the writings, to

the design of their authors, and to thi^ circumstances of their publication, will only wonder that

thev adverted evm sliglitly to the subjects of the New Testament history.

—

Ed.]

[Note P. The Harmony of the Scriptures, a Proof of their Inspiration.— Dr. Ridgeley's argu-

nxiit fiom the Harmonv of Scripture, so tar as it is valid, is simply the argument from prophecy,

—tliat scripture contains predn tions of events, which are related in credible history, and aie univer-

sally admitted to have happened as they were foretold. Most of his argument, as illustrated by

him. simply exhibits agreements between the prophecies of the Old Testament and the narratives

of the New. It ouK'hr, however, to have included a view of some of that class of minute, latent,

and striking coincidences m description and h'storical allusion, which Dr. Paley, in bis Horie Pau-

linae. iiiscovers hi-twcen the book of Acts and the epistles of Paul : it ought, in particular, to have

exhii)itcd the remarkable agreement which exists among respectively all the doctrines and all the

ctliical principles of scripture. A general statement of the argument, as applying to the several

hooks of the Ne.v Testament, may be made thus:—The writers wrote in ditferent countries, in

different circumstances, with different specific designs, without means of collusion, without oppor-

tunity lor mutual revision; they address d themselves to readers of the most various characters ;

tliev fraifcd their statements to suit the most discrepant exigencies, and confront the most con-

flicting prejudices or errors ; they touched fact and doctrine incidentally, directly, argumentatively,

or in whatever manner was adapt>(i to their respective designs ; they dealt with tacts which astute-

ness and cunning had done their utmost to mystify, and with <ioctrines which were new, protound,

numerous, and associated together by many abstract relations; and yet they are all consistent with

one another, minutely hirnionious, uiiitormly and perfectly agreed.— Ed.]

[Note Q. Paul's Justification by Faith only, and James' Justification by Works.—The justifica-

tion of which James speaks, is a justification very often mentioned in scripture, and perfectly

familiar to all persons who spenk the i'higiish language: it is the evincing of a person to he what
he protesses to be, or the vindw ating of hiui from a charge of deception or of sin. Wisdom, and Christ,

and God, as well as Christians, are represented as subjects of this justification. ' Wisdom is justifieil

of her children,'— Matt. xi. 19; Luke vii. 3j. 'God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the

Spirit,'— 1 Tim. iii. 16. 'Let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written. That thou

niightest he justified in thy sayings,'— l\om. iii. 4. James, to illustrate his doctrine, adduces tuo
exanipl. s,—that of a professedly l)enevolent man, w ho is vindicated by feeding the hungry and cloth-

ing the naked; and that of Abraham, who professed to be an obedient observer of the divine will,

and was vindicated by offering his son Isaac on the altar. What he understands by the justifica-

tion of a Christian, therefore, is simply the vindication of his Christian profession or character. Now,
Paul everywhere teaches as distinctly as he, that this is effected, not by faith only, hut chiefly by

works. James, in the same way, teachts as truly as Paul that justification from guilt, or accept-

ance with God, has connexion, not with works but only with faith. The leading text which Paul

quotes in support of it, is quoted for the same purpose by James :
' And the scripture was fulfilled

which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness,'—James li. "23,

comp. with Rom. iv. 2, 3. How does James say this scripture was fulfilled ? and what does he im-

ply to be its meaning? It was fulfilled ' when Abraham had offered Isaac his son upon the altar,'

— ver. 23. it was fulfilled by an event which did not happen till eighteen years after it was
spoken, or after Abraham's faith had been imputed to him for righteousness; and it necessarily

had reference to justification with God—^justification by faith,—a justification altogether different

in character from \indica>ioii by works. It James can be suppos.d to treat of justification from
guilt whfen he speaks of Abraham olfering up Isaac, then, by adducing the saying tliat his faith was
imputed to him for righteousness, he represents the patriarch as having been jusiified eighteen

years before he was justified. He treats, however, of a totally different matter, and, as we liave

seen, writis in perfect harmony with Paul.

Dr. Ridgeley's explanation as to James speaking of a justification oifaith, is hence not quite cor-

rect. Faith, in strict propriety of words, cannot even be vindicated from a charge, and still less

justified from guilt. A person, an active and intelligent being, is the subject either of justification or

of vindication. Dr. R.'s incidental sentiment about * an historical faith, such as the devils them-
selves have,' is still more objectionable ; and may furnish occasion for a stricture or two, when he
comes to (lisc-uss the nature and properties of believing.

—

Ed.]
[Note R. Vindictive Justice \)r. Ridgeley's sentiments on this paragraph, clearly imply that

there is one rule of rectitude for ' persons in a private capacity,' and another for 'magistrates in the

execution of pulilic justice.' No practical principle can be more mischievous or unsound. If any
actiun be sinful to a Christian as a private member of society, will it cease to l)e so, and become
just and obligatory, when he is elected to fill a civil office? Is there, 'in the execution of public

jus ice,' or in the righis and prerogatives of magistrates, an authority to annul or reverse a law of

God,—to dispense with the obligations of private conscience,—to [)erform as necessary to the pub-
lic welfare, actions wfiich are in. onsistent with private persoiml religion ? if so, either moral recti-

tude IS a nose of wax which may be twisted to tlie right or left agreeatily to a man's position in

societ), or no Christian, without renouncing allegiance to (.Christ and violating his Imvs, can a'-t in

a Hiagisterial capacity ! JMere political economists, who make no pretensions to a supe lor wisdom
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than that of reason, leach a better doctrine than this, and have no difficulty in saying to the magis-

trate, as truly as to the private member of society, ' Be merciful as your Father also is merciful
;'

'judge not, that ye be not judged.' They maintain that ' public justice' ought to be conducted,

not for retaliating injuries, but for preventing crime and reclaiming offenders; they can see a model
for magistiates as truly in the moral government of Deity, as for private Christians in the perfec-

tions of the divine character ; and, while inculcating magisterial vigilance and fidelity on the one

hand, and official mercy and forbearance on the other, they have no difficulty in recognising a per-

fect oneness in a public and in a private standard of rectitude.

Dr. Ridgeley forgets that the precept respecting ' an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,' was
part of the judicial law, or of that peculiar polity which belonged to the theocratic government of the

Jews. An advertence to this fact affords a key to the true reconciliation of the t\\o classes of texts

to which he refers. The judicial law, as truly as the ceremonial, was peculiar to the Mosaic dispen-

sation, and became defunct at the advent of Christ. Our Lord, at the commencement of his pub-
lic ministry, quoted the very precept of it in question, for the purpose of teaching that it was abol-

ished :
' Ye have heard that it hath been said. An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; but 1 say

unto you, That ye resist not evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him
the other also ; and if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy

cloak also,'— Matt. v. 38—40. The judicial law existed in union with the ceremonial ; the one

exhibited the severity of justice, and the other the method of mercy; the former inculcated the

severity and inevitableness of the deserts of transgression, and the latter the necessity and available-

ness of propitiation by sacrifice. Both received their due fulfilment in the obedience and sufferings

of our great Surety; and they were a rule respectively of moral conduct and of acceotable ap-

proach to God, only as typifying the properties of his atonement. The principle of 'an eyeror an eye,

and a tooth for a tooth,'—the principle of vindictive justice, or of retaliating and avenging injuries

—has, hence, no place in the rule of rectitude between man and man. * Vengeance is mine, saith the

Lord; I will repay.' Man, be he serf or magistrate, peasant or prince, may not, without sin, avenge
himself: he may not ' return evil for evil ;' he may not demand 'an eye for an e^e, or a tooth for

a tooth.' Public justice, as well as private, is restricted to restoring property, and to protecting

and respecting it. Punishment must not be vindictive, but corrective—it must not avenge or re-

taliate a wrong, but merely chastise uith a view to personal amendment and the public safety.

"What, then, is to be said respecting * life for life,'—the punishment of death for the crime of mur-
der? It is, in my humble judgment, fearfully wrong; and I shall tind occasion to state my reasons,

when s\e shall advance to Ur R.'s exposition of the sixth commandment

—

Ed.]
[Note S. Proofof the Inspiration of Scripture from the Zeal which it displaysfor the Divine glory.

—Dr. Ridgeley does not see the argument from the zeal of scripture for the divine glory in its full

light, and fails to advert to its most striking phasis. The argument may be given in lew sentences,

and, for the sake of greater brevity, shall be stated uith reference only to the New Testament.
Man, in the present state of being, is never, in the ordinary course of things, and especially uhen

opportunity is afforded him of recounting actions which excite the wonder or attract the applause

of his fellows, so effectually humbled as not to be influenced by feelings of self-gloriation. The
inspired writers were, in this respect, men of the same passions as others, and, according to infor-

mation furnished by themselves, felt strongly the promptings of vanity to boast of even those

spiritual honours which belonged to them as ambassadors of Christ. Paul required to have a thorn

in the flesh, a messenger of Satan sent to buffet him, lest he might be exalted overmuch through

the abundance of the revelations he received. Peter exposed himself to public severe censure

from a fellow-laliourer, on account of weakly seeking the favour of a numerous class of men by

trimming to tbeir prejudices. The whole body of the apostles, in fact, engaged at one time in un-

seemly strife for pre-eminence, contending among themselves as to who should be greatest in the

kingdom of their Master. Such are the accounts, furnished by their own pen, of their having

shared in the vanity and self-gloriation common to mankind.
Now, liable as the penmen of the New Testament were to exalt themselves and desire personal

fame—possessed constitutionally of just the same vain ambition as Julius Cjesar, or any other

historian of his own exploits—they, nevertheless, display not one tinye of either self-adulation or

homage to one another from beginning to end of their writings. In all histories but those of the

Bible, praiseworlhiness and woinier are wreathed around the biow of man. Xeiiopbon, Liv\,

Josephus, Clarendon, and all other ordinary historians talk only of the virtues, prowess, or achieve-

ments of human heroes. Julius Caesar, Marco Paolo, or any other ordinary narrator of his own ex-

ploits or travels, lets no leading agent, no object of applause, no wonder-worker or discoverer

figure in his pages except himself. Had the penmen of the New Testament written under merely

human influences, they themselves and their coai jiitors would ha\e stood forth in every narrative

as the chief or only claimants of admiration and homage. All their writings, however, proclaim

abasement to man, and undivided glory to God. Whatever beneficence they record, is tiaced to

Deity as its source; whatever won<icrs of love or of power they narrate, are ascribed to him as

their cause ; whatever claims to praise worthiness or honour or homage they advance, are made in

his iiame and connected solely with his glory. Men, iniluding the sacred writers themselves, are

spoken of only that they may stand rebuked and humbled, or that they may appear as mere instru-

ments under the one, supreme, sovereign agency of God. One apostle figures as the subject of

guilty cowardice, base apostac\, and (leepl) humiliating repentance; another in the mid-career of

vonder-workiiig efforts and of splendid successes, describes himself as ' le^s than the least of all

saints ;' and all make mention of their excellencies as unmerited gifts of divine bounty, and ot their

miracles and other achievements as the direct results of divine agency. Their writings, fioin be-

ginning to end, unfeignedly and fervently echo the sentiment of Daviu : ' Not unto us, O Lord, not
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unto us, but unto thy name, give glory.' What a contrast do they, in this respect, exhibit to all

other productions of authorship ! In scripture, God is all in all : in other writings, man—poor,

drivelling, sinful man— is always a prominent, and generally the sole, claimant of praise and admi-

ration. What but iiispirHtion could have so perfectly controlled the or<linary feelings of the sacred

penmen, and imbue<i them with so transcendently a devotional spirit?—Ed.]
[Note T. Consciousness of Inspiration— Dr. Ridgeley's speculations as to the manner in which

the sacred writers knew themselves to lie inspired, are conjectural and unnecessary. No man now
kriows from experience what the phenomena of inspiration are ; nor can aiiy one gather distinct infor-

mation respecting them (rom the divine word. The^acf. that the sacied writers knew themselves to

be inspired, and not tlie manner in which they knew this, is what we ought to investigate and dis-

cern ; and it will be clearly understood, and convincingly exhibited, just in the proportion in which
it IS viewed as a matter simply of testimony or at best of analogy. We can acquire no knowledge
or assurance of it by attempting to ascertain how it was ; we shall form but conjectural id^^as of it, by
compariiiiT it, as Dr. Ridgeley does, with the fact of a consciousness of spiritual illumination on the

part of believers in Clirist ; we can truly understand it, or perceive the evidence on which it rests,

oiily when we regar<l it as an essential part of the process of inspiration, and comp^je it with con-

sciousness of all sorts of knowledge. Every proof that a book is a revehition from God, is neces-

sarily a proof that the writers of it knew themselves to be inspired. Whatever proves that a writ-

ing was penned by inspiration, proves at the same time that it was not penned under the influence

of fanaticism iind delusion. The fact that the sacred penmen had a consciousness of being inspired,

stands thus on just the same basis—as broad, as tangible, as convincing—as the general truth that

the scriptures are a revelation Irom God.
• There is, in the consciousness of inspiration, nothing contrary to the ordinary laws of human

Experience, nothing unanalogous to consciousness of other sorts of knowledge, but everything ac-

cordant and harmonious with both. Let it even be supposed that in all instances, instead of merely
a taw, the sacred writers did not, at the time when they wrote, understand the matters which were
suggested to them, they had no more difficulty in perceiving that certain communications had been

made to their mind, and no less calm and distinct a conviction that these did not originate in delu-

sion, than the general human mind has in receiving from a parent or tutor the lessons ot childhood.

Man's mind is so constituted as to receive and retain lor years what is utterly devoid of mean-
ing to it, and what by mere rt flection it afterwards comes to understand ; and it receives and re-

tains such matter, not only without injury to its powers, without contravention of its sporitaneous

operations, and without detriment to consciousness or hazard of illusion, but in the ordinary course

of the training and development of its energies, and in the full exercise of its most waketul and
calm perceptions. Every educated man received lessons in his childhood which long lay like new-
ly masticated food upon his mind, and did not yield intellectual nourishment, or become incorporat-

ed with what he knew or understood, till after tedious processes of digestion and secretion ; yet

he, all the while, possessed distinct consciousness that the lessons had been communicated by a

tutor, that they lay lodged in his miml as acquired materials of thought, and that they were neither

illusions of his own fancy, nor suggestions from some strange or unremembered source. Now if man,
through the defective medium of spoken language, can so communicate ideas to the iinnd, that,

though not understood, they will be retained, and afterwards turned to practical account, God,
who is infinitely stronger and more skilful than he, can assuredly do it through the surer medium
of moral operation; if man can, in the ordinary course of his educational culture, receive, by the

means of sound or of disturbance of the atmosphere, the elements of future thought, he could much
more, without suspension or modification of his ordinary reason, receive, liy the liigher means of a
moral impression on his intellect, the elements of full acquaintance with the will ot his Creator;

and if he, uaily, in all circumstances, and in millions of instances, acquires, without confusion or

damage to his consciousness, his rote-work lessons from the articulations of a tutor's voiie, he could

much more, with clear, calm perception of the divine soui'ce whence the communications came, re-

ceive inspired suggestions from the supreme ageiicy and unerring wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

Again, consciousness of inspiration is perfectly accordant with the nature ot all knowledge.
Every man knows what is presented to his mind, and believes what appears to him to be true;

and he knows it just in the light in which it is presented to him, and believes it with more or less

firmness according to the strength or nature of the evidence by which it is supported. He knows,
lor example, that extreme heat gives pain to the body, and believes it on the evidence ot sensation;

he knows that one reminiscence draws forth another by the attraction of resemblance, ami believes

it on the evidence of consciousness; he kriows that a whole is greater than a part, and believes it

on the evidence of intuition; he knows that a ripe orange is \ellovv, and round, and juicy, and
believes it on the evidence of perception; he knows that the inhabitants of New Zealand are

cannibals, and believes it on the evidence of written or of oral testimony. But why does he know
any of these matters? Just because they are presented to his mind. In what li^ht <ioes he know
them ? Just in that which belongs respectively to the several media through which they are con-

veyed. And why does be believe them? Just because all matters presented to the intellect carry

with them their appropriate eviderrce, ami necessarily make an impression proi)ortioned to its weight.

Now, why should he not know a matter presented to his mind by the divine agency? Why should

he not know it in the light of supernatural suggestion ? Why sliould he not believe it on the evi-

dence of divine testiniony ? Knowledge by duine suggestion is knowledge on exactly the same
principle, and according to exactly the same laws, as know lerlge by any other medium : it is simply

the (iresenting of olijects to the mind,—the pr. senting of them in a manner and with an evidence

suited to iheir peiuliar nature; and it, in no respect, ditfers more fioiii knowledge of an\ other

genus, than knowledge by intuition differs from that by perception, or knowledge by conscious-

ness difl'ers from that liy human testinion\. Hence, a niiin under divine inspiration, and knowing
that he is so, is, on philosophical principles, no greater a phenomenon, than a man reading history
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or studviiig mathematics; and lie may, on the eviiimce of divine sujrj^'cstion. as surely commit the
re\ ulation he has received to \\ iiting^, ;is. on the evidence ol demoiistiation Hnd ot liuiiiHn testimony,
the inathcmiiliciiin and the historian mny deliver prelections on the pioperties ot angles and the
revolutions ol empires.

—

Ed.]

[Note U. Modes and Deyrees of Inspiration.—In this paragraph, and in a subsequent one, Dr.

Ri(if;eley hints at the popular docirine re^pectillg deyrees of inspiration. In some parts of this sec-

tion, he.miikes remote allusion also to the modes in which the sacred \\riters were inspired. On
both topics, however, he is contused and obscure. On the iormer, in particular,- he coiilounds the
senii-inti<iel theory ot Sociiiians with the theory ol the opponents of mere plenary verbal inspira-

tion. That some liyht may be thrown on his allusions, 1 shall make a remark or two on the subject

ot modes and degrees.

Many writers distrihute inspiration into classes coiiespon(iing to the external phenomena with
\\hich it was given. When it came throuj;h the medium of sounds, thev call it audible revelation;

when it came through the medium ol visions, they CiiU it symbolic revelation; aiid when it came as

a dirict influence ujion the mind, they call it silent suggestion. 'I'hey, in consequence, discover as

many kin(is ot^revelation as there were varieties ol phenomena,— revelation by audible communica-
tion, revelation by symbulic representations, revelation by dreams, revelation by Urim and Thum-
mim, and revelation by immeciiale afflatus on the uiuu rstanding. These varieties they are pleased

to designate varieties in the modes ot inspir.itioii. Every person, how ever, may, on a moment's reflec-

tion, perceive that they are varieties merely in the external or phy sical phenomena. Tlie mode of in-

spiration, or the manner in which ihe Divine Spirit operated supernaturally on the minds of the sacred
writers, seems to have been, in ail cases, the same. Neiiher sound, nor symbolic representation, nor
anything else, addressed to the senses, constituted inspiration. The sujiernatural influence ot the
Divine Spirit on the mind, « hetlur (iiiect or mediate, yvhether with or without external phenoineiii*',

was that alone which tillier ii;a( e rcy elations, or produced a consciousness that they were from God.
//ouj this influence operated, y. e iieitln r kn0v\ , nor ought to inquire. It it is true respecting the regene-
rating, hoyv emphaiicully true is it respecting the inspiring influences ot the Holy Ghost: ' The wind
bloyveih y\here it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, hut canst not tell yy hence it cometh, and
whither it goeth ; so is every one that is born,' every one that is inspiitd, "of the Spirit,'—John iii.

8. But though we knoyv not yvhat the wodus is, we may easily see that it is unique and unitorm.
Differ! nee ot meinum, or (JifJVrence ot external phenomena, cannot afiect a manner ot ojieration

which is divine, and yyhich, as sui h. is always, when directed to any given end, one and immutable.
To talk ot modes ol creation, modes ol divine y olition, modes of Gon's laithfulness, would seem to

me nearly, il nut quite as coirect, as to talk ot modes ot inspiration. Phenomena, and circumstances,
and objects, differ Irom one another as \yidely in various cases of God's creating, and of his yyillmg,

and vi his fultilliiig [iiomises, as in the instances of his inspiring the s:.cred yyriters. But are we
entitled, in consequence, to speak ot modi s and kinds ot his poyver, his yyill, and his laiihtulness?

The miraculous powir of Ciirist, in particular, was marked liy varieties in its display which pecu..

liaily resemble tlie supposed varieties ol inspiration. He exeited it, at one tune, yyhile ' he spake
\yith a loud voice;' at another, while he mule u.-e of clay and spittle; at another, while a woman
touched the hem of his garment; at another, while he travelled at a distance of several miles from
the object on y\ hich it yyas displayed. But who yvill say that it yy as ot different modes of operation,

—that, as display ed silentli , as dispi.iyed by the accompiinimeiit of touch, and as display ed by the ac-

companiment Ol sound, it was of diffeient kinds V ^io one will say so; nor, therefore, will any one
who admits the cases to he parallel, talk ot modes and kinds of inspiration.

The (10 trine ot deyrees is nearly allied to that of modes, and seems alyvays to accompany it.

The y\riters \yho maintain it, hoyveyer, a[)pear to he as eiivelojied in mist, and as shrouned Irom
une anotlur's vieyv, as the ancient theorists in njeta|)h_y sics: they agree onl) that there are degrees,
but promulge all sorts of contradictions as to the points in which these consist, or the limits by
which they are defined. 'I'o a supertic.al student, indeed, they may seem to he so far agreed as all

to distrilmte the degrees into what tliey term '" suggestion,^' *; elevation," and " superintendence;"
hut they greatly conflict yyith one another even m this; tor they use the same yy ord in totally

different senses, and, under cover of the same phraseology, piomulge the most discrepant sentiments
as to the amount or energy of inspuing influence. Tlieir variations Irom one another appear to
me to arise from the erroneous and illusive character ot their fundamental principle. Degrees of
inspiration, or nifl'erences ot quantity in the inspiiing agency ot the Divine Spirit, seems to m^ stry
humble judgment, a notion utterly discountenanced by scripture, and quite repugnant to enligliteiieil

and .saiKtihed rea.-oii. The scripture's oyvn accounts ot its inspiration all contemplate the yyntings
as a yyhole, and, speaking of them in cumulo, exhibit them, in their origin and nature, as in one
uniform sense the word ot God. 'The prophecy came not m old time by the will of man; hut
holy men ot God spake as they yyere moved by the Hol> Ghost,'—2 Pet. i. 21. 'And he said unto
them. All things must be fulfilled yyhich yyere yvritten in the layv ot Moses, and in the prophets,

and in the psalms concerning me. Then opened he their underslam.ings, that they might under-
stand the scriptures,'—Luke xxiv. 44, 45. ' All scripture is given by mspiriition ol God, and is

profitable lor doctrine, tor re|)root, lor correction, for instruction in rigiiteousness,'—2 Tim. iii. 16.

These texts appear profoundly uncognizant ot the doctrine ot degrees: the_y treat expressi) if the
subject of inspiration, they exliibit tlie scriptures as of duine origin, they claim for them just the
auihoru) and the influence yyiiich arise tioin their being wholly the \y ord ot God; and )et they
allord no h.nt, and no room or s< ope for insinuation, that they, m any respect, differ from one
anothei, or are ol different classes, as to the amount ot divine agency >i hich gave them origin.

VVliuever reaiis these texts, and others on the same subject, and does not altervvards lose sigtil eif

them amid ihe maZeS ot "Systemallc theology," will pruliably regard it as almost an a.\lom in
t.'niisiianitv, ih.it tlie books and parts ot scripture are all, in the same sense, anU in the sauie plei.i.

tui.c o; sup rnuuirai oiigm, the yyord of God.
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There is, indeed, one distinction, on this subject, which the Bil)le sanctions,—that, in sonne parts

of scripture, the inspired writers did not, while in other parts they did, understand the meaning of

what they wrote, I Pet. i. 10, 11. But this distinction has reference only to the topics ut inspira-

tion, and not to its degree or amount. Theological writers usually assume that a ioitier or more

powerful agency was needed for communicating matters which were not utiderstoud, tiian for

suggesting such as were easily comprehended, or for properly arranging and exhibitini; those which

were previously known. The mere fact that some parts of scripture were not understood b\ the

inspired penmen, is hence the basis on which the whole theory of <iegrees in inspiration is built.

But why should it be thought that matters not understood were the word of God by a higher

agency, or in a subbmer sense, than matters which were comprehended, or had been observed ?

Information, it is to be remembered, is not inspiration. Man knew, or might have known, by ordi-

nary observation, manv things recorded and taught in the Bible; but, in that case, he knew, or might

have known them, o\\\\ as matters ot information ; and he can know them as part of God's word, oidy

when thev are so arranged by infinite wisdom, and so combined and modified by infinite knowledge,

and so imbued with the various sublime (iroperties of divine authorship, as to possess a kind and an

amount of moral inflmnce which no skill or perspicacity of man can impart. Now, who will say

that there was a smaller amount of divine agency in taking matters of human observation and ele-

vating them to the standard and investing them with the power of divine communications, than in

suggesting matters which were utterly unknown? The philosopher who dis(Ourses to the mob
aboait insects, and grasses, and pebbles, which are familiar to their oliservation, and are despised

for their insignificance, and who successfully exhibits them as objects of the highest interest and

wonder, achieves quite as noble a task, an<i exerts as strong an influence on their minds, as he who
discourses to them about the nebulae and the milky way, and leads them in bewilderment among
the mazes of astronomy. Advocates for degrees in inspiration usually represent the writers of the

historical parts of scripture, as having simple been preserved from error. But will the\ make no

allowance for the wise selection of materials,

—

lor the skilful collocation of parts,—for the just

intermixture of narrative and moral lesson,—lor the exact exhibition of the most attractive or

influential phases,—for omniscient adaptation to all capacities and varieties of readers, aim to ail

conditions and ages of the world,—for the secret but powerful subordination of the statement of

facts to the development ot doctrines,—and for harmony, uniqueness, and mutual subserviency, in

relationship to each and all of the other parts of scripture? These, and kindred properties—and

not merely correctness of nanative or accuracy of description—are what constitute the hi.-toiical

books the' word of God. Now, who will say that the imparting of these properties was less

difficult, less superhuman, less eminently divine, than the sim[)le suggesting or communicaung ot

matters not understood ? A sacred historian was, in himself, or previous to, his inspiration, encum-

bered with the same weaknesses as other men: he viewed some matters through a false medium;
attached to some disproportionate importance; he abstracted some from the principles on which
they were really based, and rested them on principles with which they had only remote connexion;

be viewed events more in the materiel than in the morale,—more as detached and hnal occurrences,

than as direct expo^itors of moral truth; he looked at human actors rather as treading the oriiinary

arena of life, than as perfbruiing their part in the fnltilmeixt of the most stupendous councils of

eternity; in a word, he had the tlioughts and feelings, the predilections and prejudices, ot a mere
narrator. How, then, could he, in writing history, fiecome a penman of tiie word of God? By
being merely preserved from error? By enjoying only a low degree of supernatural influence?

Surely not. Had he previously known nothing of what he was to write, his mind, as to feeling

and pii jiid ce and Uiisconception, w ould hav e been free from mischievous and antagonistic influences,

and would simply have had to receive communications made to it, as a child recei\es lessons about

unkno^Mi things from a tutor. But encumbered, biassed, and wilful as his mind was, he required

to be placed under active pressure, and !^ubJected to a coiitrolbng eneig_\. While lie wrote, the

lawsot ordinary human experience were suspended and coiitra\eiied : his feelings were sulidued.

Ills piejiaiiees couiiti racted, his predilections turned asi(ie, and all his motives and machinery of

mere historiography broken up or counterwoiked. His mind, in short, was su[)remel_\ rule(i by
supernatural agency. The amount of di\ine energy requisite to make him an iui-pired penman,
uiighr, on principles of human calculation, be imagined to have been consideiabl_\ greater than tliat

wliich was iiee(ied or enjo\ed by a jiassive recipient of communications not understood. It, iheie-

fore, degrees ot ins|)iraiion are at all to be conceived of, the inspired historian may, on several

grounds, and in important respects, be supposed to have had a higher degree than e\en the inspired

prophet. The two, however, are not to be coin()ared. Both enjoxed the fulness of di\ine influ-

ence,— the plenitude of inspiring energy. EqualK in the writer of prophecies, in the writer of

didactics, and in the writer of narrati\e, the Hoi) Spirit exerted his supi rnatuial power,— his power
to exhibit lessons to man which could never have lieen constructed b_v the efiTorts ot human reason.

All classes of the sacred penmen were inspired to the same degiee, and in llie same wav,—to a de-

gree truly and exclusively divine and in a way consistent with the unilormity ot divine operation.

What tlieological w I iters call degrees of inspiration, are thus merelv varieties and differences in tlie

topics discussed. To one inspired penman was given the recording of visions; to anoiher, the

reporting of audible communications; to another, the exhibition ot argumentati\ e doctrine; to

another, the statement of dehortatiou and precept; to another, the divinely instructive collocation

ot historical occurrences; and in each, as truly as in the others, tlie Holy Spirit's agenc, was
supieme, the same in energy and in mode of operation. What Paul sa^s respecting the \arietie8

of miraculous gilts, applies in principle to the varieties of inspiration: ' Now theie are diversities

of t;ilts, liut the same Spirit; and there are differences of admirdstration, but the same Lord; and
there are ilivirsities of operations, {in^yviy.a,Tu/)i, miraculous influences,) but it is the same Gud vi iiieh

worketh all in all. But the manifestation ef tiie Spirit is given to ever^ man to j)iobt wiihaK
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of \\i»doai; to another the word of knowledj^e by the

I. K.
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same Spirit; to another faith hy the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to aiiotiier liiscerning of spirits; to another
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues; hnt all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will,'— 1 Cor. xii. 7— 1 1. " All these

gifts," says Dr. Clarke, paraphrasing the last of these verses, "are miraculously bestowed; tliey

cannot be acquired by human art or industry, the ditferent languages excepted; but they wtie yiven

in such a way, and in such circumstances, as sufficiently proved that they also were miraculous gifts."

—Ed.]
[Note V. Verbal Inspiration.—Dr. Ridgeley chiefly proves the possibility and desirableness of

plenary verbal inspiration, but does not give direct arguments for the fact. I shall briefly state

three which be might have adduced.
1. As the mind thinks only in words, inspiration must either have presented ideas clothed in

appropriate language, or have merely incited or strengthened the mind to invetit or discover them.
To have done the latter, would have been only to invigorate, not to reveal: it would have been to

enable man to discover or invent religious truths for himself, not to communicate or present them
to his understHnding. But all believers iu inspiration agree that it dealt, not with the mind, but
with ideas. Why, then, do any of them deny that it deiilt with words? Apart Irom words, either

symbolic or arbitrary, there are no ideas. A man has a confused consciousness that some given idea

was at one period preserit to his mind; he endeavours to recal it, but cannot succeed; he throws
away the words employed in his fruitless effort, and adopts others; he now begins to perceive the
idea, but perceives it obscurely, he next modifies and alters the words, till at length they bring the
idea befoie him in all its plenitude and clearness. A process like this may be every hour di-tected

by any man who attends to his own consciousness; and it distinctly shows that, constituted as the
human mind is, ideas and words, as matters of thought, are inseparable. An infant, or a dumb
person, is not an exception; for he thinks in symbols, and, in consequence, possesses ideas of only
such objects as are cognizable by sense. Whoever receives a new idea, expresses it to his own
mind in terms succinct, diffuse, clear, obscure, or otherwise, corresponding to its own properties;
and, if it be laulty, he progressively rectifies it, as be removes the ambiguities, redundancies, or
improprieties of its appropriate i)hraseology. To say, then, that inspiration dealt not at all, or
but partially, with words, is tantamount to saying that it dealt not at all, or but partially, with
ideas. Even in matters, such as facts and savings, which were previously known to the writers by
personal observation, inspiration must either iiave dealt chiefly w ith words, or it must have amounted
to no more than a moral influence on the hesirt. Mere correcttiess in stating facts, and especially

the exliibiiion of their influential [jhases, and the perception of their morale, of their connexion
with doctrines, and of their harmony with the general scheme of revelation, consisted chiefly, it not
solely, in propriety of language, or in strict accuracy of graphic delineation. The communicaiing of
ideas independently of words would, in (act, have been a suspension of the laws of human thought,
—a contravening of the methods by which the human understanding works; and it would have
served the purpose—of doing what? of imparting the highest certainty to the truth of what the
penmen wrote? no, but of impairing that certainty, if not even utterly destroying it. For,

2. Such uneducated men as mo^t of the sacred writers were, and, indeed, any men whatever,
could not so overcome the multitudinous errancies of language, as to express any ideas with infallible

certainty, unless they had been divinely directed to the adoption of suitable words. Persons who
have attended much to liti rar\ composition, and have been habituated for years to sift their style

and make improvements in their diction, would all laugh at the absurdity of an expectation that,

within tlie period of their life, they should ever become able to write a tractate with such accuracy
as wouM preclude their afterwards detecting in it ambiguities, improprieties, or other blemishes in

phraseology affecting the clearness or the truth of their sentiments. The entire force of a paragraph,
or ol a continuous piece of reasoning, frequently depends upon great niceness in the selection of a
single expression. One slightly inaccurate vocai.le may vitiate a historical statement. Yet, in all

countries and in all circumstances, mistakes and improprieties, in the just use ot w ords, occur among
the illiterate b. the thousand. An uneducated man utters har<lly one sentence upon an abstract
subject, or upon any topic be>ond the range of ever\-day observation, without emplo\ing some
word in an improper sense. Even very moderate, or comparative correctness of diction, can be
attained onl\ alter prolonged anil studious practice. Nor, as it exists among the greatest masters
of it, does It ever become such as to preclude frequent misapprehension, controversy, and doubt.
Thousands of debates cuntinually arise from detei ts of precision and clearness in the diction of
authors. By \^ bat hypothesis, then, short of ' a gift of tongues,' a gift ot rhetoric, a gift Irom on
high ot exactly understanding ;Hnd accurately selecting the most suitable words, a gift tantamount,
in all respects, to verbal inspiratiou, can the herdsman of Tekoa, and the fishermen of Gahlee, be
supposed to have delineated, in perfectly correct phraseology, the sentiments which they wrote?

3. The scriptures declare theniselves to contain, not only the truths, but the words ot God.
Such portions ot tliem as were given to the inspired writers by audible communication, must be
either garbled reports of what God said, or transcripts of his precise words. All the moral, cere-
monial, and judicial law,—all the heavenly communications to Job,—all the messages to kings and
nations by the prophets,—iliese, at Last, and some kimired portions of the sacred volume, were
originally given in words, and must have been committed to writing exactly as they were received.
Now, not uiiU for the words ol tliem, but for the words of the histories in which they are interspersed,
and ot the songs and didactics with u hich they are accompanied, the inspired writers claim entire reve-
rence and subjeciion as to 'the wordsot God.' ' Hear, therefore, O Israel, these words which Icomniand
thee tins da\ shall be in thine heart, and lliou shall teach them diligently unto thy children,' Oeut.
vi. 4, 6, 7. • Tberefoie shall ye lay up these my uords in _\our heart.'aiid in your soul, and bind
them lor a sign upon your hand, that tiiey mi.v be as Iruntl" ts between \our e\es,'—Deut. xi. 18.
* And Moses came and spake all the words ot tiiis song iu the eais of the people, he and Hoshea tha



THE INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE. 75

son of Nun. And Moses made an end of speaking all these tvords to all Israel: and he said unto

them, Set your hearts unto all the words whicli I testify among you this day, which ye shall com-

mand your children to observe to do, all the words of thislaw,'—Deut. xxxii. 44—46. ' Give ear,

O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a

parable; I will utter dark sayings of old; which we have heard and known, and our fathers have
told us,'— Psal. Ixxviii. 1—3. Who can read such texts as these,—texts which reter to the entire

pentateuch, or to others of the sacred books, historical, didactic, and legislative, without identifying

inspiration with the words as truly as with the sentiments of scripture? In how solemn an aspect,

especially, do the words appear in such a passage as this: ' I testify unto every man that heareth

the words of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this hook; and if any man shall take away from the words of

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book,'—Rev. xxii, 18, 19. Scripture, when
claiming to be an authoritative revelation, thui makes special mention of its words; and, when
claiming to be inspired, or describing the influence which rested on its penmen, it, on the same
principle, makes mention, not of a process of thinking, but of a process of speaking. ' God, who at

sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in

thes.e last days spoken unto us by his Son,'—Heb. i. 1, 2. * When they deliver you up, take no
thought how or what ye shall speak; for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall

speak; for it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you,'— Matt. x.

19, 20. ' No prophecy of the si-ripture is of any private interpretation ; for the prophecy came not

in old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,'

—2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Now, though it were doubted— while it cannot be denied, much less disproved

—that man always thinks in words; it will, on all hands, be readily admitted that, at least, he
always speaks in words. To speak and not use words, is just as impossible as to see and not pos-

sess light. Yet the texts I have just quoted—referring to all the inspired communications made
through the prophets under the Jewish dispensation, to the entire 'prophecy which u as of old time,'

to all the ' more sure word of prophecy,' and to all the suggestions and supernatural communications
of the Divine Spirit to the minds of the apostles—distinctly say, 'God spake to the fathers,' 'the
Spirit of your Father speaketh in you,' ' holy men of God spake as they \\ere moved by the Holy
Ghost.' Who does not feel as if sedulous care were used in such statements, not only to state, but
to inculcate and protect the doctrine of verbal inspiration? Or who, with these statements before

him, can coolly conceive of an abstract infusion of unexpressed ideas to the mind, and make no
advertence to the simultaneous adjustment of them to an appropriate utterance on the lips? 'The
speaking of God by the prophets,' the 'speaking of the Spirit in' the apostles, it is freely admitted,
was not vocal, but mental; but still it was 'speaking.' It vvas not the infusion of the mere materials
of thought; it was the suggestion, the communication, or the utterance of expressed ideas; it was a
process which, in its very nature, was conducted in the use of woids.

The three arguments which I have stated apply equally to all parts of scripture, and confront
the theory which denies the plenary verbal inspiration of only some of the sacred books, as well

as that which denies the plenary verbal inspiration of the whole. The notion entertained by
some eminent theologians that the writers of the historical books were left in a great measure to
choose their own phraseology, while the writers of visions and prophecies enjoyed full verbal in-

spiration, arises altogether from the doctrine which we examined in a former note as to there having
been degrees of inspiring influence. Let that doctrine of degm-s stand exploded, and it follows
that if verbal inspiration pervades any one part of scripture, it pervades the whole. Just such rea-

sons as were assigned for the truth or necessity of entirely superhuman influence in writing the his-

torical as in writing the prophetical books, might be adduced also to show the truth or necessity of
an uniform verbal inspiration.

Persons who contend that the sacred writers chose their own phraseology, usually appeal to their
respective, characteristic varieties of diction. Is it, then, gravely alleged—can it even be seriously
insinuated—that the Holy Spirit, when inspiring words, uiust have framed and uniformly followed
a diction peculiar to himself ? Or is it assumed that he must have adopted ihe existing and approved
diction of some cl.issic auihor as his model? All languages, all styles, all systems of phraseology
were surely alike kno.Mi, alike ii.anageable, alike facile to God. To his unerring and omnipo-
tent agency, H'ebrew, Chaldaic, an<l Greek were equally practicable media for an infallible commu-
nication ol his will. Why, then, should not diversities of Hebrew, or diversities of Greek,—espe-
cially such triviiil diversities as are usually designated by the word ' st_\ le ?' His influence on the
writers was strictly of a moral nature; it did not alter the physical complexion, or modity the
characterisiic varieties of thtir intellectual powers: why, then, should it have taught them a new
rhetoric, or made altenitions on their idioms and vocabulary? If their characteristic habits of ex-
cogitation were a practicable medium of the inspiration of ideas,—their characteristic haijits of
phraseology must- have been as iruly a practical mtdiumof the inspiration of words. Let tlie sacred
writers' varieties of style be employed to prove that they chose their ovmi pliraseolo>;y, and their

varieties of mental character— tlie ratiocinativeness of Paul, the tire and energy of Peter, the oiand-
iiess and gentleness of John—may, from the same principle, be employed to prove that they those
their own ideas. There seems to me, in fact, no consistent menium bet v\ ten the theory which views
scrip; ure as a merely authentic record, and the theory which views it as in the fullest sense inspired.

Persons \»ho contend that the sacred writers chose tlieir own phrasiology, appeal, further, to the
quotations made in the hooks of tlie New Testament from those of the Old,—many of which, while
tliey retain the seiitiment, considerably alter the expression. But quotation in one book of scrip-
ture from what is written in another, is not, in any proper sense ot the phrase, quotation by one
author from another, but s.rictly an author's quotation fiom himself^ Now, may not any human
author repeat a sentiment in totally different words, or quote from a previous work of his own in
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altered phraseology, without either mo<iif>inp his ideas, or ; fforditip any just occasion for suspicion

that he does not, both in tlie passnge as quoted from, and in the piissHge as quoted, use strictly

Ills own words ? It he say in all respects the same thing which lie said i)etore, he rather coininands

admiration, than provokes distrust, by the variation ot his diction. • And shall the inspiring Spirit,

who dictated the sacred scriptures, be restricted to a rule of writing which does not apply to ordinary

composition,—which is altogether imaginary or capricious,—and which ascriiies to him less po\\er

of preserving identity of idea than what is possessed hy a human author? The inspired p. nnieii,

besides, were controlled in their phraseology, or directed to the adoption ot « ords, only so hir as to

secure infallibility in the truth of v\hat they wrote ; they were not propelled away from phrases or

modes of expression which were usual to them, on account of their being idiomatic, or unclassical,

or otherwise peculiar ; and as the apostles and evangelists were accustomed to think of Old Testa-

ment scripture in the words of the Septuagint version, they made their quotations, so far as com-
ported with perfect accuracy of idea, in the language best known to themselves and their immediate
readers. They could not quote the ipsissima verba of any passage, unless they had quoted in He-
brew. They in reality translated, rather than quoted; and, while employing sin-h Greek phrases

and modes oi expression as were known to them, they were guded, as the amanuenses of thii Holy
Spirit, to select and modify with a view simply to the infallibly correct statement of the sentiments

translated. If, then, any author may either give a free translation of any passage in his ov\n writ-

ings, or quote from himself in altered phraseology, and yet maintain both integrity of idea and
originality of expression, the objection against verbal inspiration, based on variations of Old Testa-

ment texts as they occur in the New, amounts merely to the capricious prescribing to the Holy
Spirit of a rule of composition which is unknown and inapplicable in tlie literature of anv language.

Persons who contend that the sacred writers those their own phraseolot'y, object, finallv, that

the doctrine of verbal inspiration is subversive of the authority of translations. Do thev mean,
then, to say, that translations—that all translations, or any—are of the same authority as the ori-

ginal scriptures? If so, the Jeromes of the early centuries and the Care\s and De I>ac\s, the Pro-

testant missionaries and the Romish universities of modern times, must have enjoyed just as much
divine aid in rendering inspired truths into words, as the sacred historians, the apostles ol otir Lord,

or even the writers of prophecies and visions. What a revolting hypothesis! Does it exalt the

mistakes of Jerome or the blunders of De Lacy to the standarti of the unerring phraseology of

Paul and Isaiah ? No ; but it robs the diction of all the inspired penmen of its intallilile accuracy,

and sinks it to a level with the crudities of Arius Montanus and the distortions of tlie Douay trans-

lators. , Or, vvhen the opponents of verbal inspiration speak of the autliority of translations, do
ihey mean merely an authority proportioned to the amount of agreement between the translations

and the original? If so, the authority is firm and high, just in the degree in which the diction

of the original is certain. Represent a phrase as humanly selected, and you leave a translator in

doubt whether he ought rigit.iy to follow it; but represent it as selected by infinite knowledge
and wisdom, and _\ou make him secure that he will bring through the idea which it expresses all

the more certainly that he adheres closely to its vocables. Variations of translation, and the sub-

tilties and uncertainties of phraseology which they elicit, are a strong practical argument—not

against the verbal inspiration of the original, butybr the absolute necessity of it, as a tinal and in-

fallible appeal from the misconceptions or errors of translators.

1 shall conclude h\ offering a rapid summary of the views of inspiration advocated in these

Notes.—Inspiration so fully and divinely controlled the minds of the sacred penmen, as to make
thetn the mere amanuenses of Deity; and _\et it exerted no modifying iriHuence on the physical

phenomena of their reminiscences, or on their acquired or peculiar habits of piiraseologv. An
inspired writer, in some instances, did not know the moral import of the visions or figures of

spetch which he committed to writing; and, in other instances, he understood, appreciated, and
attested the matters suggested to him as simple reminis(;ences of what he hail personally

seen and heard. He also clothed both sentiments and facts in exactly such expressions or

words as were supernaturally suggested to his mind; and vet, as ajipears from the diversity

of stxle among the various writers, as well as from the purely moral nature of inspiration, he was
prompted to use onh siich vocables as were familiar to him, and to arrange them in the order of his

accustomed idioms and habitual phrases. Inspiration did not supeisene, repress, or modify any of

the iiiiellectual peculiarities of a writer; but was concerned solely with the perfect, moral and ver-

bal accuracy, the infallible correctness, the divine integrity of what he wrote Ed.]
[Note W. The Evidence of Miracles—Hume had not flourished w hen Dr. Ridgeley wrote.

Could our author have foreseen what dogmas that infidel promulged on the subject of miracles,

with what metaphysical subtilty he laboured to render them specious, and how extensive a hearing

thev have obtained in society, he would probably have treated a denial of miracles more gravely

than he does. What answer is it to the cavils of a disciple of Hume to say that the reality of

miracles ••can hardly be reckoned a matter in controversy, lor it is a kind oi scepticism to den_\ it?"

Yet such an answer, if due emphasis be put on the word "scepticism," is probablj. the only one w hich

so wild a theory as that of Hume deserv ed. Scepticism, especially as exhibited in him, is ihe most
inconsistent and grotesque grouping of vagaries that ever figured before the human fancy. It puts

on ever»-day garments, and follows the current fashions ot the woild, in every matter of domestic

life, ot commerce, of arts, of politics, of science; but when matter of religion comes to view, it

then, and only then, puts on a iiaih quin dress, and professes to be deaf, dumb, blind, and invisible,

knowing notlimg, and incapable of being known.
Whoever wishes to see Hume's sophisms anatomized, may consult the works of Dr. Campbell

and Dr. ISeattie. We can afford only to bint at his attempts to upset the evidence of miracles.

His oi'jeciioii, that no human testimony is sufficient to [irove a miracle, rests on princi|iles which
are contrary to common sense, and which no man, not even Mr. Hume himself, ever ventured to

»pply to secular subjects. He misstates the nature of human testimony ; he misap[irehends, or
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niisrepreseTits, the laws, or established constitution of nature; he sets principles at war with piin-

cipKs in his argument; and only, all> r h;ivin^' done all th 9. does he arrive at. the conclusion wliich

pivcs countenance to his olijection. As to his allegation that, though the authenticity of inirades

might be quite satisfactory to coteniporaries, it is not so to alter »^ts, hut progr. ssively duninif^hes

•nil the la|)se of time, till it becomes exiinct,—who does not see that, it this were true, all antheii-

c liistoiy has long ago become labulous, and that the cridible history of to-day will become lictiou

to future ages? The alle^'ation supposes the evidence ol testimony, like an inscription or a scnlj)-

tured emblem on a soft stone, to waste away by the attrition ol time, and, however legible at tirst,

to become annihilated liy age. But who that retl>'Cts lor a moment on the nature ot human testi-

moin , on the considerations which give it force, and on the phenomena of its just and universal

influence in producing conviction, does not perceive that, as to the qualities or the varn.it> ot its

evidence, it has no connexion whatever with time, and that, as attesting any fact, it is invar.ably

of the same force as when tir^t t'iven, so long as it is transmitted amid a fair accompanying view of

the circumstances wliicb originally produceil it credit? All the abundant and luminous testimony

whiili is on record as to tlie nality of the miracles ol our Lord and his apostles, remains, therefore,

of the same force in the nineteenth century , as in the da\s ot Tiberius Caesar

—

Kd
]

[NoTK X. The Spirits of the Prophets subject to the Pro/iheis—Dr. llidgelev seems to me to

misialcL- the sense ot this passage. Paul does, indeed, as be remarks, speak, in the context, ot pro-

phets uttering revelation and of others judging; liut he mentions these topics, especially ilie latter,

only in subordination to the grand object ot his argument. W.iat he treats of throiighoui six preced-

ing;, and five following verses is the practicability, desirableness, and necessity of observing decorous

oruer in the exercise of superiiitural gitis. lie enjoins those who possessed the gilt ot unknown
tongues, to speak by course, and to allow time for others to interpret what they said; he next en-

joins those who possessed the gift of prophecy to speak by turns, and each to hold his peace when
anything was reyealxi to another who sat by ; and now, in order to show the propriety of what he

thjoined, he says, ' Ye may all prophecy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted ;

anil the spirits "ot the prophets are subject to the propUets ; for God is not the author of confusion,

but of peace, as in all tbe churches of the saints.' To prophecy one by one, or in orderly rotation,

was essLiitial to the edification and comfort ot hearers; it was harmonious with the character of

him !iy whom the prophets were inspired ; and it was in keeping with the moral and perfectly con-

trollable nature of the gifts enjoyed. The last of these ideas, as appears to me, is what the words

express :
' The spiiits ot the prophets are subject to the prophets.' The spirits of the prophets, as

such—the spirits which constituted them prophets—the spirits, not of the men personallt, but of

the men as announcers of revelation—in otb^r words, ' the spiritual yijts of the prophets were sub-

ject to the prophets;' they were not iiicontroUable or impetuous; they did not suddenly seize the

uiuier»lan(iiiig, and ovt rpoweriiigl\ propel it; but they were calm and ratiocinative and orderly,

tranquil in their influence, dec oious m their dis[)lay, and, in all respi cts, stamped with the impress

of t lieu author's character, as the God, not 'of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.'

Dr. llii geley's mistaking the meaning of the text, however, does not impair the argument \yhich

he adduces his view of it to sujiport. Other texts teach, though this does not, that one of the

supernatural gifts of the aposiolic age was the gift of ' discerning spirits;' and they contain inter-

nal evidi nee that this gift consisted in a power of discriminating liet.veen true and spurious preten-

sions to the enjoy mem of supernatural influence. The •discerning ot spirits,' or ot spiritual gitis.

It is true, had immediate reference to ihe gifis of tongues, of interpretation of tongues, of prophe-

sying, ol miracles, and to others of a kindred chanctcr; but it may, at the same time, be supposed

or even proved to have included witliiu its range the gift—if I may call it so— of inspiration,—the

amanuensis-ship of the written oracles ot God.

—

Ed.]

[Note Y. Inuard Testimony of the Spirit to the authority of Scripture.—Had Dr. Ilidgeley

treated of an inward testifier, instead of an inward testimony, lie would have adhered to his text.

The words of the Catechism on which he comments, are :
' iJut the Spirit of God, bearing witness

by and yvith the scriptures in the heart of man, is alone able fully to persuade it that they are the

verv yvord of God.' These words, on the yy hole, contain soiunl doctrine; but they speak not ot

a testimony to the truth of scripture, not of an evidence that the Bible is the word ot God, out of

the agency ot the Holy Spirit in enliglitening tlie understanding, and producing conviction in the

heart. Tiiey speak indeed of the Spiiit 'bearing witness;' but they (io not mean that he bears

Bome testimony additional to sy hat is contained in the scriptures,—some testimony yyhich exists

apart Ironi the other evidences ot revelation, and may be vieyyed as 'inyyard in tbe heart.' What
they mean by 'bearing witiuss,'is simply disclosing the evidences to the understanding, so as to

produce 'peisuasion' or conviction. They are laulty only in using an ambiguous phrase, or one

whicli does not justly express the idea yvhich they intend to convey.

I'he 'iinvard lestiinonv ' of yvhich Dr. Kuigeley treats, is less sanctioned by scripture than even

by the words of the Catechism. He clearly vieyvs it and treats it as a distinct and separate evi-

dent e that the Bible is the yyord ot God. He is sutilciently inconsistent or contused, indeed, to'

call it ' a satisf>ing and establishing ;:;eriMOito7i tbat tbe scriptures are the \y ord ot God ;' but lie imme-
diatelv adds, that it is • a persuasion supported by other evidences and convincing arguments.' His * in-

ward testimony' is one evidence, yvhile miracles, projihecies. liarmony of dcctrines, |ioyver ot moral

influences, are other evidences of the truth ot revelation. Noyv ihere is no such testimony, no such

evidence,—no evidence or testimony inyyard in the believer, or apart from such as exist without
him, and are presented exteriorly to his understanding. What Dr. liiugel.'y represents as an 'in-

ward testimony,' is, in reality, the result of all tbe testimonies to the truth of scripture,—the

ilTect upon the mind of all the evidences of revelation,— tlie persuasion or conviction that the

Bible is the word ot God, produced by the Holy Spirit's exliibition ot the e.iueiices to the undcr-
stamiing, and impressing ot them on the lieart.

There are just three texts ot scripture (.1 John v. 10; liom. \iii. I(i; Gal. iv. 6.) yyhich speak of
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anj'tbing resembling 'an inward testimony ;' and they all treat of a topic widely different from the

evi'dences of inspiration. The chief of these is in the First Epistle of John ; and, when rightly un-

derstood, it explains the others. Our English version greatly mars it, in consequetice of translat-

ing the correlatives fia^rv^tu and /^a^rv^ia corresponding to 'testify ' and * testimony,' by thri'e radi-

cally different words. Let due uniformity he observed, and the passage stands self-explaiiiedj
' There are three that bear testimony on earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood ; and these

three agree in one. If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; for this

is the testimony of God, which he hath testified concerning his Son. He that believeth on the Son
of God, hath the testimony in himself; he that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, be-

cause he believeth not the testimony which God gave concerning his Son. And this is the testi-

moiiy, that God hath given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son.' The last of these verses

is a key to the whole. The testimony of which the entire passage treats, is this, that God has

given us, in his Son, everlasting life. It is a testimony, not that the Bible is of divine origin, but

that, in terms which it announces, God has given man salvation : it is not a testimony in the heart

with reference to the Bible, but a testimony in the Bible with reference to the heart. It is in-

scribed on the pages of revelation ; it forms the substance of all the lessons and discoveries of scrip-

ture; and, when understood and believed, it is transcribed in the experience, and exhibited in the

renovation, and life, and hope, and joy of the soul. ' He that believeth, hath the testimony in him-

self.' He is an epistle of Christ, known and read of all men. His faith, his peace with God, his

new nature, his rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, are a living inscription that ' God hath given

to us eternal life, and that this life is in his Son.'

THE TOPICS OF SCRIPTURE.

Question V. What do the scriptures principally teach ?

Answer. The scriptures principally teach, what man is to believe concerning God, and what
duty God requires of man.

The scriptures having, in the foregoing answer, been shown to be the word of God,
there is in this a general account of the contents of them. There are many great

doctrines contained in them, all which may be reduced to two heads ; namely, what
we are to believe, and what we are to do. All religion is contained in these two

things ; and we may apply the words of the apostle to this case, ' Now of the things

which we have spoken, this is the sura.'^ Accordingly, as this Catechism is de-

duced from scripture, it contains two parts,—namely, what we are to believe, and
in what instances we are to yield obedience to the law of God. That the scriptures

principally teach these two things, appears from the apostle's advice to Timothy,
' Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love.'"

From the scripture's principally teaching us matters of faith and practice, we
infer, that ' faith without works is dead ;' or that he is not a true Christian who
yields an assent to divine revelation, without a practical subjection to God in all

ways of holy obedience. The apostle accordingly gives a challenge, to this effect,

to those who separate faith from works :
' Show me thy faith without thy works,

and I will show thee my laith by my works.' *^ On the other hand, works without

faith are unacceptable. A blind obedience, or ignorant performance, of some of the

external parts of religion, without the knowledge of divine truth, is no better than

what the apostle calls ' bodily exercise, which profiteth little.' ^ We ought, there-

fore, if we would approve ourselves .sincere Christians, to examine ourselves whether

our faith be founded on, or truly deduced from scripture ; and whether it be a

practical faith, or, as the apostle says, such as ' worketh by love,'^—whether we
grow in knowledge, as well as in zeal and diligence, in performing the duties of

relidon.
» »

Qdestion VI. What do the scriptures make known of God f

Answer. The scriptures make known what God is, the persons in the Godhead, the decrees

and the execution of his decrees.

It is au amazing instance of condescension, and an inexpressible favour which God
bestows on man, that he should not only manifest himself to him, as he does to all

b lleb. viii. 1. c 2 Tim. i. 13. d J«mes ii. 17, 18. e 1 Tim. iv. 8. f Gul. v. 6.
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mankinrl, by the light of nature, which discovers that he is ; but that he should,

in so glorious a way, as he does in his word, declare what he is. This is a distin-

guishing privilege. The Psalmist observes that it is such, when speaking of God's
' showing his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel ;'s and
he mentions it, as an instance of discriminating grace, that ' he has not dealt so

with any other nation.' This raised the admiration of one of Christ's disciples,

when he said, ' Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us, and not unto
the world ?^' And it is still more wonderful, that he should discover to man what
he does, or rather what he has decreed or purposed to do, and so should impart his

secrets to him. How familiarly does God herein deal with man ! Thus he says
concerning the holy patriarch of old, ' Shall I hide from Abraham the thing which
I do ?^ It is one thing, however, to know the secret purposes of God, and another
thing to know the various properties of them. The former, however known of old

by extraordinary intimation, are now known to us only by the execution of them ;

the latter may be known by a careful study of the scriptures.

Now, as the scriptures make known, First, what God is,—Secondly, the Per-
sons in the Godhead,—Thirdly, his Decrees,—and. Fourthly, the Execution there-

of ; we are directed hereby in the method to be observed in treating of the great
doctrines of our religion. Accordingly, the first part of this Catechism, which
treats of doctrinal subjects, contains an enlargement on these four general heads,

—the first of which we now proceed to consider.

THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.

Question VII. What is God?

Answer. God is a Spirit, in and of himself, infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection,

all sufficient, eternal, uni-haiigeable, incomprehensible, every where present, almightv, knowing all

things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful and gracious, long-suifering, and abundant
in goodness and truth.

General view of the Divine Attributes.

Before we proceed to consider the divine perfections, as stated in this answer, let

it be premised, that it is impossible for any one to give a perfect description of

God ; since he is incomprehensible. No words can fully express, or set forth, his

perfections. When the wisest men on earth speak of him, they soon betray their

own weakness, or discover, as Elihu says, that they 'cannot order their speech

by reason of darkness,'*^ or that 'they are but of yesterday, and know,' comparatively,

'nothnig.'^ When we speak of the infinite perfections of the divine nature, we are

but like children, talking of matters above them, which their tender age can take

in but little of. ' This knowledge is too wonderful for us ; it is high, we cannot
attain to it.'"* ' How little a portion is heard of him ?

''^

But though God cannot be perfectly described, yet there is something of him
which we may know, and ought to make the matter of our study and diligent in-

quiries. When his glory is set forth in scripture, we are not to look upon tlie ex-

pressions made use of, as words without any ideas affixed to them,—for it is one

thing to have adequate ideas of an infinitely perfect being, and another thing to

have no ideas at all of him ; neither are our ideas of God, though imperfect, to be

for this reason reckoned altogether false,—for it is one thing to think of him in

an unbecoming way, not agreeable to his perfections, or to attribute the weakness

and imperfection to him which do not belong to his nature, and another thing to

think of him, with the highest and best conceptions we are able to entertain of his

mfinite perfections, while, at the same time, we have a due sense of our own weak-
ness and the shallowness of our capacities. When we thus order our thoughts con-

g Psal. cxlvii. 19, 20. h John xiv, 22. i Gen. xviii. 17. k Job xxxvii. 19.

1 Chap. viii. 9. m Psal. cx.xxix. 6. Job xxvi. 14.
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cerning the great God, though we are far from comprehending his infinite perfec-

tions, yet our conceptions are not to be concluded erroneous, when directed bj

his word.

Let us consider then, how we may conceive aright of the divine perfections, that

we may not think or speak of God that which is not right, though at best we know

but little o: his glory. And, 1. We must first take an estimate of finite perfections,

which we have some ideas of, though not perfect ones in all respects,—such as

power, wisdom, goodness, faithfulness, &c. ; then we must conceive that these are

eminently, though not formally, in God. Whatever perfection is in the creature,

the same is in God, and infinitely more ; or it is in God, but not in such a finite,

limited, or imperfect way, as it is in the creature. ' He that planted the ear, shall

he not hear ? He that formed the eye, shall not he see ? He that teacheth man
knowledge, shall not he knowf '° 2. When the same words are used to denote a

perfection in God, and in the creature, such as wisdom, power, &c., we must not

suppose that they import the same thing in their different application. When they

are applied to the creature, they denote properties, which, though we call them per-

fections, are, at best, but finite, and have many imperfections attending them,—all

which we must separate or abstract in our thoughts, when the same words are used

to set forth any divine perfection. Thus knowledge is a perfection of the human
nature ; and the word knowledge is used to denote a divine perfection; yet we must

consider that 'the Lord seeth not as man seeth.'P The same may be said of all

his other perfections. He worketh not as man worketh. Whatever perfections are

ascribed to the creature, are to be considered as agreeable to the subject in which

they exist ; and when the words denoting them are used to set forth any of the

divine perfections, they are to be understood in a way becoming a God of infinite

perfection.

This has given occasion to divines to distinguish the perfections of God, into

those that are communicable, and those that are incommunicable. The commu-

nicable perfections of God are those some faint resemblance of which we find in

intelligent creatures ; though at the same time, there is an infinite disproportion.

When, for example, we speak of God as holy, wise, just, powerful, or laithful, we

find something like these perfections in the creature ; though we are not to suppose

them, in all respects, the same as they are in God. In him, they are in his own,

that is, an infinite way. In us, they are in our own, that is, a finite and limited

way. The incommunicable perfections of God are those of which there is not the

least shadow or similitude in creatures. They rather represent him as contrasted

by them. Thus when we speak of him as infinite, incomprehensible, unchangeable,

without beginning, independent, &c., we ascribe to him perfections which exhibit

the vast distance that there is between God and the creature, or how infinitely he

exceeds all other beings, and is the opposite of every thing that argues imperfection

in them. [See note Z, end of section.]

From the general account we have given of the divine perfections, we may infer,

1. Tiiat there is nothing common between God and the creature ; that is, there is

nothing which belongs to the divine nature which can be attributed to the creature,

and nothing proper to the creature is to be applied to God. There are, however,

some rays of the divine glory, which may be beheld as shining forth or displayed

in the creature, especially in the intelligent part of the creation, angels and men

;

who are for that reason, represented as made after the divine image. 2. Let us

never think or speak of the perfections of God, but with the highest reverence, lest

we take his name in vain, or debase liim in our thoughts. ' Shall not his excel-

lency make you afraid, and his dread fall upon you ?''i And whenever we compare

God with the creatures, namely, angels and men, that bear somewhat of his image,

let us abstract in our thoughts all their imperfections, whether natural or moral, irom

him, and consider the infinite disproportion that there is between him and tliem.

We now come to consider the perfections of the divine nature, in the order in which

they are laid down in this answer.

o Psul. xciv. 9, 10. p J Sam, xvi. 7. q Job xiii. II.
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The Spirituality of God.

God is a Spirit, that is, an immaterial substance, without body, or bodily parts.

This he is said to be in John iv. 24. But if it be inquired what we mean by a

spirit, let it be premised, that we cannot fully understand what our own spirits or

souls are, and that we know less of the nature of angels, a higher kind of spirits, and

least of all the spirituality of the divine nature. In considering the nature and

properties of spirits, however, our ideas begin at what is finite, and thence we are

led to conceive of God as infinitely more perfect then any finite spirit.

Here we shall consider the word spirit, as applied more especially to angels, and

the souls of men. A spirit is the most perfect and excellent being. The soul is

more excellent than the body, or indeed than any thing that is purely material

;

and angels are the most perfect and glorious part of the creation, as they are spiri-

tual beings, in some things excelling the souls of men. A spirit is in its own na-

ture immortal : it has nothing in its frame and constitution that tends to corrup-

tion. In material things, which consist of various parts, that may be dissolved or

separated, and may assume an altered form, there is what we call corruptibility.

This, however, belongs not to spirits, which are liable to no change in their nature,

except by the immediate hand of God, who can, if he pleases, reduce them again to

nothing. A spirit is capable of understanding and willing, and of performing cor-

responding actions, which no other being can do. Thus, though the sun is a glori-

ous and useful being, yet, because it is material, it is not capable of thought or

any moral action, such as angels and the souls of men can pertorm.

Now these conceptions of tlie nature and properties of finite spirits, lead us to

conceive of God as a Spirit. As spirits excel all other creatures, we must conclude

that God is the most excellent and pei-fect of all beings, and also that he is 'incor-

ruptible, immortal, and invisible,' as he is said to be in scripture. " It follows that he

has an understanding and will , and hence we may conceive of him as the creator

and governor of all things. This he could not be, if he were not an intelligent and
sovereign being, and particularly a Spirit. Again, the difference between other

spiritual substances and God, is, that all their excellency is only comparative, or

consists in their being superior in their nature and properties to all material beings

;

while God, as a Spirit, is infinitely more excellent, not only than all material be-

ings, but than all created spirits. Their perfections are derived from him, and
therefore he is called, ' the Father of .spirits,'^ and 'the God of the spirits of aU
flesh ;'^ but his perfections are underived. Other spirits are, as we have observed*

in their own nature, immortal, yet God can reduce them to nothing ; but God is

independently immortal, and therefore it is said of him, that ' he only hath immor-
tality.'" Finite spirits, indeed, have understanding and will, but these powers are

contained within certain limits ; whereas God is an infinite Spirit, and therefore it

can be said of none but him, that ' his understanding is infinite.'*

From God's being a Spirit, we may infer, 1. Tiiat he is the most suitable good to

the nature of our souls, which are spirits. As the God and Father of spirits, he

can communicate himself to them, and apply to them those things which tend to

make them happy. 2. He is to be worshipped in a spiritual manner,^ that is, with

our whole souls, and in a way becoming the spirituality of his nature. We are,

therefore, to frame no similitude or resemblance of him in our thoughts, as though

he were a corporeal or material being ; neither are we to make any pictures of him.

This God forbids Israel to do;^ and he tells them, that they had not the least pre-

tence for doing it, inasmuch as they ' saw no similitude of him, when he spake to

them in Horeb ;' he tells them also that to make an image of him would be to

'corrupt themselves.'

r Rom. i. 23. and I Tim. i. 17. « Heb. xii. 9. t Numb, xvi 22. u 1 Tim. vi. 19.

X Psal. cxlvii. 5. }• John iv. 24. z Deut. i v. 12, 15, 16.
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Tlie Self-existence of God.

God is said to be ' in, and of, himself,' not as though he gave being to, or was

the cause of himself ; for that implies a contradiction. Divines, therefore,

generally say, that God is ' in and of himself,' not positively, but negatively ; that

is, his being and perfections are underived, they are not communicated to him, as

all finite perfections are by him communicated to the creature. He is self-existent,

or independent ; and this is one of the highest glories of his nature, by which he

is distinguished from creatures, who all live, move, and have their being, in and

from him.

This attribute of independence belongs to all his perfections. Thus his wisdom,

power, goodness, holiness, &c. are all independent.

1. He is independent as to his knowledge or wisdom. He doth not receive

ideas from any object out of himself. All intelligent creatures do this, and, iu

that respect, are said to depend on the object; so that if there were not any such

object, they could not have the knowledge or idea of it in their minds. The
object known must exist, before we can apprehend what it is. But this must not

be said respecting God's knowledge ; for the things which he knows cannot be sup-

posed of as antecedent to his knowing them. The independency of his knowledge

is elegantly described in scripture :
' Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord,

or being his counsellor, has taught him ? With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him know-

ledge, and showed to him the way of understanding?''^

2. He is independent in power. As he does not receive strength from any one,

so he doth not act dependently on the will of the creature. ' Who hath enjoined

him his way ?'^ Again, as he did not receive the power of acting from any one, so

none can hinder, turn aside, or control his pov/er, or put a stop to his methods of

acting.

3. He is independent as to his holiness, hating sin necessarily, and not merely

depending on some reasons out of himself, which induce him to hate it ; for it is

essential to the divine nature to be infinitely opposite to all sin, and therefore to be

independently holy.

4. He is independent as to his bounty and goodness, and so he communicates

blessings not by constraint, but according to his sovereign will. Thus he gave be-

ing to the world, and all things therein, which was the first instance, and a very

gteat one, of bounty and goodness, not by constraint, but by his free will: 'For his

pleasure they are and were created.' In like manner, in whatever instances he

extends mercy to miserable creatures, he acts independently in displaying it.

Nothing out of himself moves him or lays a constraint upon him ; but he shows

'mercy because it is his pleasure so to do.

To evince the truth of this doctrine, that God is independent as to his being, and

all his perfections, let it be considered, 1. That all things depend on his power,

which brought them into, and preserves them in being. They exist by his will, as

their creator and preserver, and coniw^quently are not necessary but dependent be-

ings. Now if all things depend on God, it is the greatest absurdity to say that

God depends on any thing ; for this would be to suppose the cause and the effect

to be mutually dependent on, and derived from each other,—which implies a con-

tradiction. 2. If God bo infinitely above the highest creatures, he cannot depend

on any of them, for dependence argues inferiority. Now that God is above all

things is certain. This is represented in a very beautiful manner by the prophet,

when he says, ' Behold the nations are as the drop of the bucket, and are counted as

the small dust of the balance ; all nations before him are as nothing, and they are

counted to him less than nothing and vanity. '*= He cannot, then, be said to be infe-

rior to them, and, by consequence, to depend on them. 3. If God depends on any

creature, he does not exist necessarily,—and if so, lie might not have been ; for

the same will, by which ho is supposed to exist, might have determined that he

a Isa. xl. 13, 14. D Job xxxvi. 23. c Ira. xl. 15. 17.
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should not have existed. And, according to the same method of reasoning, he
might cease to be ; for the same will that gave being to him might take it away
at pleasure,—a thought which is altogetlier inconsistent with the idea of a God.
From God's being independent, or 'in and of himself,' we infer that the creature

cannot lay any obligation on him, or do any thing that may tend to make him
more happy than he is in himself. The apostle gives a challenge to this effect

:

' Who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again ?''^ And
Elipliaz says to Job, ' Can a mau be profitable to God, as he that is wise may be
profitable unto himself ? Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that thou art right-

eous ? or is it gain to him that thou makest thy ways perfect?'^ Again, if inde-

pendency be a divine perfection, let it not, in any instance, or by any consequence,

be attributed to the creature. Let us conclude, that all our springs are in him,
and that all we enjoy and hope for is from him, who is the author and finisher of

our faith, and the fountain of all our blessedness.

The Infinitude of God.

God is infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection. To be infinite, is to

be without all bounds or limits, either actual or possible. Now that God is so, is

evident from his being independent and uncreated, and because his will fixes the

bounds of all the excellencies, perfections, and powers of the creature. If he doth

not exist by the will of another, he is infinite in being, and consequently in all per-

fection. Hence, it is said, ' His understanding is infinite.'^ His infinitude appears

also in his omniscience. His will likewise determines what shall come to pass, with

an infinite sovereignty, which cannot be controlled or rendered ineffectual. His

power, moreover, is infinite ; and therefore all things are equally possible and easy

to it, nor can it be resisted by any contrary force or power. And he is infinite in

blessedness, as being, from all eternity, self-sufficient, or not standing in need of

any thing to make him more happy than he was in himself. The Psalmist is sup-

posed, by many, to speak in the person of Christ, when he says, ' My goodness ex-

tendeth not to thee ;'s that is, " How much soever thy relative glory may be illus-

trated by what I have engaged to peribrm in the covenant of redemption, yet this

can make no addition to thine essential glory." And if so, certainly nothing can

be done by us which may in the least contribute to it.

The All-sufficiency of God.

God is all-sufiicient ; or he hath enough in himself to satisfy the most enlarged

desires of his creatures, and to make them completely blessed. As his self-sufii-

ciency is that whereby he has enough in himself to constitute him completely blessed,

as a God of infinite perfection ; so his all-sufficiency "is that whereby he is able to

communicate as much blessedness to his creatures, as he is pleased to make them
capable of receiving. In consequence of his all-sufficiency, he is able not only to
' supply all their wants, but to do exceedingly above all that they ask or think.'''

This he can do in an immediate way. Or if he thinks fit to make use of crea-

tures as instruments to fulfil kis pleasure, and communicate what he designs to im-

part to us, he is never at a loss ; ior as they are the work of his hands, so he has

a right to use them at his will,—and on this account they are all said to be ' his

servants.''

This doctrine of God's all-sufficiency should be improved by us to induce us to

seek happiness in him alone. Creatures are no more than the stream, while he

is the fountain. We may, in a mediate way, receive some small drops from them

;

but he is the ocean of all blessedness.

Let us take heed that we do not depreciate, or, in effect, deny this perfection.

This we may be said to do in various instances. 1. We do it when we are discon-

tented with our present condition, and desire more than God has allotted to us.

d Rom. xi. 35. e Job xxii. 2, 3. f Psal. cxlvii. 5. g Psal. xvL 2.

h Phil. IV. 19. and Eph. iii. 20. i Psal. cxix. 91.
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This seems to have been the sin of the fallen angels, who left their first habitation

through pride, seeking more than God designed thej should have ; and it was the

sin by which our first parents lell, desiring a greater degree of knowledge than what
they thought themselves possessed of, and fancying that by eating the forbidden

fruit they should be 'as gods, knowing good and evil.''' 2. We practically deny

the all-sufficiency of God, when we seek blessings, of what kind soever they are, iu

an indirect way ; as though God had not been able to bestow them upon us in his

own way, or in the use of lawful means. This Rebekah and Jacob did, when they

contrived a lie to obtain the blessing of Isaac ;^ lor they acted as if there had not

been an all-sufficiency in providence to bring what they desired, without their

having recourse to methods which were sinful. 3. When we use unlawful means
to escape imminent dangers. This David did when he feigned himself mad,—sup-

posing, without ground, that he should have been slain by Achish king of Gath,

and that there was no way to escape but by the artifice he adopted.'" Abraham and
Isaac also were guilty of this, " when they denied their wives, as an expedient to

save their lives,—as though God had not been able to save them in a better and
more honourable way. 4. When we distrust his providence, though we have had
large experience of its appearing for us in various instances. This David did,

when he said in his heart, ' I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul;'*' and the

Israelites, when they said, 'Can God furnish a table in the wilderness ?p though

he had provided for tliem in an extraordinary way ever since they had been there.

Yea, Moses himself was faulty in the same way, when he said, ' Whence should I

have flesh to give unto all this people ? I am not able to bear all this people alone,

because it is too heavy ior me ;
'i and Asa, when he tempted Benhadad to break his

league with Baasha, who made war against him,—as though God had not been

able to deliver him without this indirect practice, and as though he had not in an
eminent manner appeared for him, in giving him a signal victory over Zerah the

Ethiopian, when he came against him witli an army of a million of men ;
" and

likewise Joshua, when Israel had suffered a small defeat, occasioned by Achan's

sin, and ficd beiore the men of Ai, though there were but thirty-six of them slain

;

for on that occasion he was ready to wish that God had not brought them over

Jordan, and anticipated nothing but ruin and destruction from the Amorites, for-

getting God's former deliverances, and distrusting his faithfulness and his care of

his people, and, as it were, calling in question his all-'sufficiency, as though he

were not able to accomplish the promises he had made to them.^ 5. When we doubt

of the truth, or the certain accomplishment, of his promises; and so are ready

to say, ' Hatli God forgotten to be gracious ? Doth his truth fail for ever ?
' This

we are apt to do. when there are great difficulties in the way of the accomplish-

ment of them. Thus Sarah, when it was told her that she should have a child

in her old age, laughed through unbelief;* and God intimates, that her con-

duct was an affront to his all-sufficiency, for he says, ' Is any thing too hard for

the Lord?" Gideon, in the same way, though he was told that God was with

him, and though he had an express command to go in his might, with a promise

that he should deliver Israel from the Midianites, yet says, ' Lord, wherewith

shall I save them? for my family is poor in Manassch, and I am the least iu my
father's house. '^ He was told again by God, 'I wi^^ be with thee, and smite the

Midianites; '^ yet, afterwards, he desires that he would give him a sign in the wet

and dry fleece. What was this but questioning his all-sufficiency? G. When under

pretence of our unfitness for them, we decline great services, though called to them

by God. Thus when the prophet Jeremiah was called to deliver the Lord's mes-

sage to the rebellious house of Israel, he desired to bo excused, and said, ' Behold

I cannot speak, for I am a child
;

' whereas the main discouragement was the diffi-

culty of the work, and the hazards he would probably run. But God encourages

him to it, by putting him in mind of his all-sufficiency, when he tells him, that ' he

would be with him, and deliver him.'"'

k Gen. iii. 5. 1 Chap, xxvii. m 1 Sam. xxi. 13. n Gen. chapters xx. and xxvi.
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The all-sufficiency of God affords matter of support and encouragement to be-

lievers, under the greatest straits and difficulties they are exposed to in this world.

We have many instances in scripture of believers having had recourse to it in such

circumstances. Thus, when David was in the greatest strait that ever he met with

—when upon the Amalekites spoiling Ziklag, and carrying away the women cap-

tives, the people talked of stoning him, and all things seemed to make against him,
* he encouraged himself in the Lord his God.'* Mordecai, in the same way, was

confident that 'the enlargement and deliverance' of the Jews should be accom-

plished by some other means, if not by Esther's intercession for them, when she

was afraid to go in to the king ;
^ and, considering the present posture of their

affairs, he could never have this confidence without a due regard to God's all-suffi-

ciency. Moreover, it was this divine perfection which encouraged Abraham to obey

the difficult command to offer up his son ; as the apostle observes, he did this as

knowing 'that God was able to raise him from the dead.' *= And when believers

are under the greatest distress from the assaults of their spiritual enemies, they

have a warrant from God, as the apostle had, to encourage themselves that they

shall come oft' victorious, because * his grace is sufficient for them.'*^

The Eternity of God.

God is eternal. He was without beginning, and shall be without end. His du-

ration is unchangeable, or without succession, the same from everlasting to ever-

lasting. Hence the Psalmist says, ' Before the mountains were brought forth, or

ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world ; even from everlasting to everlast-

ing thou art God.'*'

1. God is from everlasting. This appears, from his being a necessary, self-exist-

tent Being, or from his existing in and of himself ; for whatever is not produced

is from eternity. That he did not derive his being from any one, is evident from

his having given being to all things, which is implied in their being creatures.

Nothing gave being to him ; and consequently he was from eternity.

Again, if he is an infinitely perfect being, as has been observed before, then his

duration is infinitely perfect ; and consequently it is boundless, that is to say,

eternal. It is an imperfection, in all created beings, that they began to exist

;

and hence they are said, in a comparative sense, to be but of yesterday. We must,

therefore, when we conceive of God, separate this imperfection from him, and so

conclude that he was from all eternity.

Farther, if he created all things in the beginning, then he was before the be-

ginning of time, that is, from eternity. It is said, ' In the beginning God created

the heaven and the earth.'* Time is a successive duration, taking its rise from a
certain point, or moment, which we call the beginning. Now that duration, which
was before this, must be Irom eternity ; unless we suppose that there was time

before time began, or that there was a successive duration before successive dura-

tion began,—which is a contradiction. Hence, if God, as their Creator, fixed a
beginning to all things, and particularly to time, which is the measure of the

duration of all created beings, then it is evident that he was before time, and con-

sequently from eternity.

That God is from everlasting appears also from scripture ; as when it is said,

* The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms ;'» and
when we read of his ' eternal power and Godhead;''' and elsewhere, ' Art not thou

from everlasting, O Lord my God?' ' Tliy throne is established of old ; thou art

from everlasting.''' His attributes and perfections also are said to have been from

everlasting: * The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.''

That God is from everlasting, may be proved, further, from many scripture-

consequences. Thus, there was an election of persons to holiness and happiness,
' before the foundation of the world.'''' Christ, in particular, ' was fore-ordained' to

a 1 Sam. xxx. 6. b Esth. iv. 14. c Heb. xi. 19. d 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9.

e Psal. xc. 2. f Gen. i. I. g Deut. xxxiii. 27. h Rom. i. 20.

i Hab. i. 12. k Psal. xciii. 2. 1 Psal. ciii. 17. m Eph. i. 4.
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1)6 our mediator ' before the foundation of the world ;'° and was ' set up from ever-

lasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 'p It follows, that there was a sov-

ereign fore-ordaining will ; and therefore God, whose will it was, existed before the

foundation of the world, that is, from everlasting. Moreover, there were grants of

grace given in Christ, or put into his hand, from all eternity. Thus we read of

'eternal life, which God promised before the world began ;'i and of our being
' saved, according to his purpose and grace, given us in Christ Jesus, before the

world began. '' From this it follows, that there was an eternal giver, and conse-

quently that God was from everlasting.

2. God shall be to everlasting. Accordingly it is said, ' The Lord shall endure

for ever ;' ^ 'he liveth for ever and ever ;' * ' his years shall have no end ;' " and
' the Lord shall reign for ever ;'^ therefore he must endure to everlasting. Again,

it is said, ' the Lord keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him, to a

thousand generations ;'y and * he will ever be mindful of his covenant,'^ that is,

will fulfil what he has promised therein. Now, if his truth shall not fail for

ever, then he who will accomplish what he has spoken, must endure to everlasting.

But that he shall endure for ever may be farther evinced from the perfections

of his nature. His necessary existence not only argues, as has been before ob-

served, that he could not begin to be, but equally proves that he cannot cease to

be, or that he shall be to everlasting.—Again, He is void of all composition, and

therefore must be to everlasting. None but compounded beings, namely, such as

have parts, are subject to dissolution ; which arises from the contrariety of the parts,

and their tendency to destroy one another,—a contrariety and tendency which oc-

casion their dissolution. But God having no parts, as he is the most simple uncom-

pounded being, there can be nothing in him that tends to dissolution ; so that he can

never have an end from any necessity of nature. [See note 2 A, page 124.]—Fur-

ther, He must be to eternity, because there is no one superior to him, at whose

wiU he exists, who can deprive him of his being and glory.—Lastly, He cannot will

his own destruction, or non-existence ; for to do so would be contrary to the universal

nature of things. No being can desire to be less perfect than it is ; much less can

any one will or desire his own annihilation. No one, especially, wlio is possessed of

blessedness, can will the loss of it, for to do so is incongruous with the nature of it as a

desirable good. God, therefore, cannot will the loss ot his own blessedness ; and since

his blessedness is inseparably connected with his being, he cannot cease to be, from

an act of his own will. Now, if he cannot cease to be, from any necessity of nature,

or from the will of another, or from an act of his own will, he must be to eternity.

The eternity of God, as to both the past and the future, may still further be proved

from his other perfections ; since one of the divine perfections infers the other.—First, it

may be proved from his immutability. He is unchangeable in his being ; he is, in con-

sequence, unchangeable also in all his perfections ; and therefore, he must be always

the same from everlasting to everlasting, and not proceed from a state of non-exist-

ence to that of being, which he would have done, had he not been from everlast-

ing, nor decline from a state of being to that of non-existence, which he would be

supposed to do, were he not to everlasting. Either of these is the greatest change

that can be supposed, and therefore inconsistent with the divine immutability.

—

Again, He is the first cause, and the ultimate end of all things. He must, there-

fore, be from eternity, and remain the fountain of all blessedness to eternity.

—

Further, He could not be almighty, or infinite in power, if he were not eternal.

That being which did not always exist, once could not act, that is, when it did

not exist ; and he that may cease to be, may, for the same reason, be disabled irom

acting. Both of these consequences are inconsistent with almighty power.

—

Lastly, If he were not eternal, he could not, by way of eminence, be called, a«; he

is, 'the living God,'* or said 'to have life in himself ;'*' for both these expressions

imply his necessary existence, and that argues liis eternity.

3. God's eternal duration is without succession, as well 'as without beginning and

o 1 Pet. i. 20. p Prov. viii. 23, q Tit. i. 2. r 2 Tim. i. 9. s Psal. ix. t.
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a Jer. X. 10. b John v. 26.
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end. That it is so, appears from his being unchangeable. All successive duration

infers change. Thus, the duration of creatures, which is successive, is not the same

one moment as it will be the next ; every moment adds something to it. But this

cannot be said of (iod's duration. Besides, successive duration implies a being

what we were not hi all respects before, and a ceasing to be what we were ;
and so

it is a kind of continual passing from not being to being,—which is inconsistent

with God's perfections, and. in particular, with his unchangeable duration. The

Psalmist, speaking of God's eternal duration, describes it by its immutability :
' Thou

art the same, and thy years shall have no end ;'<= and the apostle, speaking concern-

ing it, says, ' He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever-'-^ Moreover, successive

duration is applicable to time. The duration of all creatures is measured, and

therefore cannot be termed infinite. It is measured by its successive parts :
thus a

day, a year, an age, a million of ages, are measured by the number of moments of

wh'ich they consist. But God's duration is unmeasured, that is, infinite; it is,

therefore, without succession, or without those parts of which time consists.

4. Eternity is an attribute peculiar to God ; and hence we call it an incommuni-

cable perfection. There are, indeed, other things that shall endure to everlasting,

as angels, and the souls of men,—also those heavenly bodies that shall remain

after the creature is delivered from the bondage of corruption, to w-hich it is now-

subject,—and likewise the heavenly places, designed for the seat of the blessed ;

but the everlasting duration of these things infinitely differs from the eternity of

God. As all finite things began to be, and their duration is successive, so their

everlasting existence depends entirely on the power and will of God, and therefore

cannot be called necessary or independent, as his eternal existence is.

It may, perhaps, seem inconsistent with the account that has been given of his

eternity, that the various pai-^ of time, as days, years, &c. and the various

changes of time, as past, present, and to come, are sometimes attributed to God.

Such expressions, it is true, are often used in scripture. Thus he is called, ' the

Ancient of days ;'^ and his eternity is expressed, by ' his years having no end ;'

and it is said, ' He was, is, and is to come.'s But, for the understanding of such

expressions, we must consider that in using them God is pleased to speak according

to our weak capacity, who cannot comprehend the manner of his infinite duration.

We cannot conceive of any duration but that which is successive ;
therefore God

speaks to us, as he does in many other instances, in condescension to our capacities.

But yet we may observe, that though he thus condescends to speak concerning

himself, tliere is often something added which distinguishes his duration from that

of creatures ; as when it is said, ' Behold, God is great, and we know him not

;

neither can the number of his years be searched out.''* Hence, though we read of

the years of his duration, yet they are such as are unsearchable, or incomprehen-

sible, infinitely ditiering from years as applied to created beings. Thus it is said,

• A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday, when it is past.'' ' One day

is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.'^ And, bj

the same method of reasoning, it may be said one moment is with the Lord as a

thousand millions of ages, or a thousand millions of ages as one moment. Such

is his duration ; and therelore it is not properly successive, like that of creatures.

Again, when any thing past, present^ or to come, is attributed to God, it signifies

either that he is so as to his works, which are finite, and measured by successive

duration ; or that he whose duration is not measured by succession, notwithstand-

ing, exists unchangeably, through all the various ages ot time. As he is omni-

present with all the parts of matter, yet has no parts himself ; so he exists in all

the successive ages of time, but without that succession which is peculiar to time

and creatures.
• c n a

Several things may be inferred, of a practical nature, from the eternity of God.

Since his duration is eternal, that is, without succession, so that there is no such

thing as past or to come with him.—since ten thousand millions of ages are but like

a moment to him,—it follows that those sins which we committed long ago,

c Psal. cii. 27. d lleb. xiii. 8. e Dan. vii. 9. f Psal. cii. 27. g Rev. i. 4.
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aud which perhaps are forgotten bj us, are present to his view. He knows what

we have done against him ever since we had a being in this world, as much as

thouo-h we were at present committing them.—Again, if God was from eternity,

how contemptible is all created glory when compared with his ! Look but a few

ao-es backward, and it was nothing. This consideration should humble the pride

of the creature, who is but of yesterday, and whose duration is nothing, and less

than nothing, when compared with God's.— Further, the eternity of God, as being

to everlasting, afl'ords matter of terror to his enemies, and of comfort to his people,

and, as such, should be improved for the preventing of sin. It affords matter of

terror to his enemies. For he ever lives to see his threatenings executed, and to

pour forth the vials of his fury on them. Accordingly, the prophet speaking of

God as 'the everlasting King,' says, that ' at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and

the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.'^ The eternity of God argues

the eternity of the punishment of sin ; since this great Judge, who is a consuming

fire to impenitent sinners, will live for ever to see his threatenings executed upon

them ; and as he is eternal in his being, he must be so in his power, holiness, jus-

lice, and all his other perfections, which are terrible to his enemies. Hence the

Psalmist says, ' Who knoweth the power of thine anger ? even according to thy fear,

so is thy wrath ; '
"^ and the apostle says, ' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands

of the living God.'*^ But the doctrine of God's eternity affords, on the other hand,

matter of comfort to believers. It is a refuge to them from the fluctuating and

uncertain enjoyments which are connected with the creature ; and it is an encourage-

ment under the loss of friends and relations, and under all the other losses and dis-

appointments which they meet with, as to their outward state in this world. These

are, at best, but short-lived comforts; but God is 'the eternal portion' and

happiness of his people.** And from his eternity,*they may certainly conclude, that

the happiness of the heavenly state will be eternal; for it consists in the enjoy-

ment of him, who is so,—a thought which is very delightful to all who are enabled

by faith to cherish it.

The Immutability of God.

God is immutable. 'AVith him is no variableness neither shadow of turning.'?

His immutability is sometimes set forth in a metaphorical way ; in which respect

he is compared to a ' rock.'i As this remains immoveable, when the whole ocean

that surrounds it is continually in a fluctuating state ; so, though all creatures are

subject to change, God alone is unchangeable in his being, and in all his perfections.

I. We shall consider how immutability is a perfection, and how it is a perfection

peculiar to God.

It must be allowed that immutability cannot be said to be an excellency or per-

fection, unless it be applied to, or spoken of, what is good. An immutable state of

sin or of misery, as found in fallen angels or wicked men, is far from being an ex-

cellency. But unchangeable holiness and happiness, as found in holy angels, or

saints in heaven, is a perfection conferred upon them. And when we speak of

God's immutability, we suppose him inftnitely blessed,—which is included in the

notion of a God ; and so we farther say, that he is unchangeable in all those per-

fections in which it consists.

Immutability belongs, in the most proper sense, to God alone; so that 'as he

only' is said 'to have immortality,'"" that is, such as is underivedand independent,

—he alone is unchangeable. Other things are rendered immutable by an act of

his will and power ; but immutability is an essential perfection of the divine nature.

Creatures are dcpendently immutable ; God is independently so.

The most perfect creatures, such as angels and glorified saints, are capable of

new additions to their blessedness. New objects may be presented as occasions of

praise, which tend perpetually to increase their happiness. The angels know more
than they did before Christ's incarnation ; for they are said to know ' by the church,'

1 Jer. X. 10. m Psal. xc. 11. n Heb. x. 31. o Psal. Ixxiii. 26.
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that is, by the dealings of God with his church, 'the manifold wisdom of God,'»

and to ' desire to look into ' the account the gospel gives of the ' suftcrings of Christ,

and the glory that should follow
;
'' and they shall have farther additions to their

blessedness, when all the elect are joined to their assembly in the great day. Hence
the happiness of tlie best creatures is communicated in various degrees. God's

perfections and blessedness, on the contrary, can have no additions made to them.

He, therefore, is immutable in a sense in which no creature is.

II. We shall now prove that God is immutable in liis being, and in all his

perfections.

1. He is immutable in his being. Immutability in this belongs to him as God,

and consequently to him alone. All other beings once were not ; there has beeu

in them, if I may so express it, a change from a state of non-existence to that of

being ; and the same power that brought them into being, could reduce them
again to nothing. To be dependent, is to be subject to change at the will of

another, and belongs to all finite things. Hence it is said, ' As a vesture thou

shalt change them, and they shall be changed ;
' while God, being opposed to them

as independent, is said to be ' the same.' "

God did not change from a state of non-existence to being ; inasmuch as he

was from everlasting, and therefore necessarily existent. He consequently cannot

change from a state of being to that of non-existence, or cease to be. And because

his perlections, in the same sense as his being is, are essential to him, and underived,

there can be no change in them.
Again, he cannot change from a state of greater to a state of less perfection, or

be subject to the least diminution of his divine perfections. To suppose this pos-

sible, is to suppose that he may cease to be infinitely perfect,—that is, that he may
cease to be God. Nor can he change from a state of less perfection to a state of

greater ; for that is to suppose him not to be infinitely perfect before this change,

or that there are degrees of infinite perfection. Nor can he pass from that state

in which he is, to another of equal perfection ; for, as such a change implies an

equal proportion of loss and gain, so it would argue a plurality of infinite beings

;

or as he who was God before this change, was distinct from what he arrives to alter

it, the change would be contrary to the unity of the divine essence.

Moreover, if there were any change in God, it must arise either from himself, or

from some other. But it cannot be from himself ; for he exists necessarily, and

not as the result of his own will, and therefore cannot will any alteration or change

in himself. To suppose that he could, is contrary also to the nature of infinite bless-

edness, which cannot desire the least diminution, as it cannot apprehend any ne-

cessity for it. And then he cannot be changed by any other ; for he that changes

any other, must be greater than him whom he changes. Nor can he be subject to

the will of another, who is superior to him ; for there is none equal, much less su-

perior, to God. There is, therefore, no being that can add to, or take from, his

perfections.

2. God is immutable in his knowledge. ' He seeth not as man seeth.' His

knowledge is independent of the objects known ; so that whatever changes there are

in them, there is none in him. Things known are considered, either as past, pres-

ent, or to come, and are not known by us in the same way ; for concerning things

past; it must be said, that we once knew them, and concerning things to come,

that we shall know them hereafter. But God, with one view, comprehends all

things past and future, as though they were present.

If God's knowledge were not unchangeable, he might be said to have diiFerent

thoughts or apprehensions of things, at one time, from what he has at another ;

and this would argue a defect of wisdom. A change of sentiments implies igno-

rance, or weakness of understanding ; for to make advances in knowledge, supposes

a degree of ignorance, and to decline therein, is to be reduced to a state of igno-

rance. Now it is certain, that both these are inconsistent with the infinite perfec-

tion of the divine mind, and cannot be attributed to him who is called, ' The only

wise God.' ^

8 Eph. iii, 10. t 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. u Psal. cii. 26, 27. x 1 Tim. i. 17
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Moreover, a possibility of God's knowledge being changed, -would infer a change

of his will ; since having changed his sentiments, he must be supposed to alter his

resolutions and purposes. But his will is unchangeable ; and, therefore, his un-

derstanding or knowledge is so. This leads us to prove,

3. That God is unchangeable in his will. It is said of him, ' He is in one mind,

and who can turn him ?' y This is agreeable to his infinite perfection. He does not

purpose to do a thing at one time, and determine not to do it at another. The
revelation of his will, it is true, may be changed ; and that may be rendered a duty

at one time, which was not at another. Thus the ordinances of the ceremonial law
were in force from Moses' time to Christ's ; but after that they were abolished,

and ceased to be ordinances. There may thus be a change in the things willed,

or in the external revelation of God's will, and in our duty founded thereon, when
there is, at the same time, no change in his purpose ; for he determines all changes

in the external dispensation of his providence and grace, without the least shadow
of change in his own will.

This may farther appear, if we consider that if the will of God were not un-

changeable, he could not be the object of trust. For how could we depend on his

promises, were it possible for him to change his purpose ? Neither would his

threatenings be so much regarded, if there were any ground to expect, from the

mutability of his nature, that he would not execute them. AU religion would in

consequence be banished out of the world.

Again, Any changeableness in the will of God, would render the condition of the

best men, in some respects, very uncomfortable. They might be one day the ob-

ject of his love, and the next of his hatred ; and those blessings which accompany
salvation might be bestowed at one time, and taken away at another. But such
things are directly contrary to scripture ; which asserts, that ' the gifts and calling

of God are without repentance.'^

Farther, None of those things which occasion a change in the purposes of men,
can have any place in God ; and there is, therefore, nothing in him that, in the

least degree, can lead him to change his will, or determination, with respect to events.

Men change their purposes, from a natural fickleness and inconstancy,—there being

mutability in their very nature ; but God, being unchangeable in his nature, must be
so in his purpose or will. Men often change their purposes, in making but not ful-

filling their promises ; or, as we say, in being worse than their word, from the vicious-

ness and depravity of their nature ; but God is infinitely holy, and therefore, in

this respect, cannot change. Men change their purposes, for want of power to

bring about what they designed,—a want of power, which has hindered many well-

concerted projects from taking effect in some, and many threatenings from being

executed in others ; but God's will cannot be frustrated for want of power to do
what he designed, inasmuch as he is almighty. Men often change their purposes

for want of foresight—something unexpected occurs, which argues a defect of wis-

dom, and renders it expedient for them to alter their purpose ; but with God, who
is infinitely wise, nothing unforeseen can intervene to induce him to change his

purpose. Men, in fine, are sometimes obliged to change their purposes by the in-

fluence, threatenings, or other methods, used by some superior ; but there is none
equal, much less superior, to God, and consequently none who can lay any obliga-

tion on him to change his purpose.

The Incomprehensibility of God,

God is incomprehensible. This implies that his perfections cannot be fully known
by any creature. Thus it is said, ' Canst thou by searching find out God ? canst
thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ?' °-

"When we consider God as incomprehensible, we not only mean that man, in this

imperfect state, cannot fully comprehend his glory,—for we can comprehend but
very little, comparatively, of finite things, and much less of that which is infinite;

but we moan, that tlie best of creatures, in the most perfect state, cannot fully

y Job xxiii. 13. z Rom. xi. 29. a Job xi. 7.
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conceive of or describe his glory. The reason is, that they are finite, while his per-

fections are infinite ; and there is no proportion between an infinite God and a

finite mind. As easily might the water of the ocean be contained in the hollow

of the hand, or the dust of the earth weighed in a balance, as the best of creatures

could have a perfect and adequate idea of the divine perfections.

On this subject we generally distinguish between apprehending and comprehending.
The former denotes our having some imperfect or inadequate ideas of what surpasses

our understanding ; the latter, our knowing every thing that is contained in it, or our
having an adequate idea of it. Now we apprehend something of the divine perfections,

in proportion to the limits of our capacities, and our present state ; but we are

not, and never shall be, able to comprehend the divine glory,—God being incom-
prehensible to every one but himself.—Again, we farther distinguish between our
having a full conviction that God hath those infinite perfections, which no creature

can comprehend, and our being able fully to describe them. Thus we firmly be-

lieve that God exists throughout all the changes of time, and yet that his duration

is not measured thereby ; or that he fills all places, and yet is not co-extended with

matter. We apprehend, as having undeniable demonstration of it, that he does

so ; though we cannot comprehend how he does it.

The Omnipresence of God.

God is omnipresent. This is elegantly set forth by the Psalmist, ' Whither
shall I go from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If I ascend
into heaven, thou art there ; if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there ; if

I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy i-ight hand shall hold me.'^ The omnipre-
sence of God doth not consist merely, as some suppose, in his knowing what is done
in heaven and earth. This is only a metaphorical sense of omnipresence ; as when
Elisha tells Gehazi, ' Went not my heart with thee, when the man turned again
from his chariot to meet thee V '^ or as the apostle says to the church at Corinth,
that ' though he was absent in body, yet he was present with them in spirit ;''^ or

as we say, that our souls are with our friends in distant places, as often as we
think of them. Nor doth this perfection consist in God's being omnipresent by
his authority, as a king is said, by a figurative way of speaking, to be present in

all parts of his dominions, where persons are deputed to act under him, or by his

authority. We must take omnipresence in a proper sense ; and understand by it

that God fills all places with his presence,® and is not confined to or excluded from
any place. He is thus omnipresent, not by parts, as the world or the universe is

said to be omnipresent ; for such an omnipresence is agx-eeable only to things cor-

poreal, and compounded of parts, and is by no means attributable to deity. [See
note 2 B, page 124.]

This is a doctrine which it is impossible for us to comprehend
; yet m'C are

bound to believe it, because the contrary to it is inconsistent with infinite perfec-
tion. It is sometimes called his essential presence, to distinguish it from his influ-

ential presence. By the latter, he is said to be where he acts in the methods of
his providence ; and it is either common or special. By his common influential

presence, he upholds and governs all things ; and by his special he exerts his power
in a way of grace. As his omnipresence, or immensity, is necessary, and not the
result of his will, so his influential presence is arbitrary, and an instance of infinite

condescension. In respect to it he is said to be, or not to be, in particular places,—

.

to come to, or depart from, his people ; sometimes, to dwell iudieaven, as lie dis-

plays his glory there agreeably to the heavenly state ; at other times, to dwell with
his church on earth, when he communicates to them those blessings which thej
stand in need of.

b Psal. cxxxix. 7—10. c 2 Kings, v 26. d 1 Cor. v. 3. e Jer. xxiii. 24
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The Omnipotence of God.

God is almighty/ If he is infinite in all his other perfections, he must be so in

power. Thus, if he be omniscient, he knows what is possible or expedient to be

done ; and if he be an infinite sovereign, he wills whatever shaU come to pass. Now
his knowledge would be insignificant, and his will inetticacious, were he not infinite

in power, or almighty. Again, his omnipotence might be argued from his justice,

either in rewarding or in punishing ; for if he were not infinite in power, he could

do neither of these, at least so far as to render him the object of that desire, or

fear, which is agreeable to the nature of these perfections. Neither without omni-

potence, could infinite faithfulness accomplish all the promises which he hath

made, so as to excite that trust and dependence, which is a part of religious wor-

ship ; nor could he say, without limitation, as he does, ' I have spoken it, I will

also bring it to pass ; I have purposed it, I will also do it.'s

But since power is visible in and demonstrated by its effects, and infinite power

by those effects which cannot be produced by a creature, we may observe the

almighty power of Crod in all his works, both of nature and of grace. His ' eternal

power is understood,' as the apostle says, 'by the things that are made,'^—not that

there was an eternal production of things, but that the exerting of creative power in

time proves it to be infinite and truly divine ; for no creature can produce the

smallest particle of matter out of nothing, much less furnish the various species of

creatures with those endowments in which they excel one another, and set forth

their Creator's glory. And the glory of his power is no less visible in the works

of providence, whereby he upholds all things, disposes of them according to his

pleasure, and brings about events which only he who has an almighty arm can

effect. These things might have been enlarged on, as evident proofs of this divine

perfection. But since the works of creation and providence will be particularly

considered in their proper place,^ we shall proceed to consider the power of God,

as appearing in his works of grace.

1. The power of God appears in some things subservient to our redemption ; as

in the formation of the human nature of Christ, which is ascribed to ' the power of

the highest, ''^—and in preserving it from being crushed, overcome, and trampled

on, by the united powers of hell and earth. ' The arm of God,' it is said, ' strength-

ened him,' so that ' the enemy should not exact upon him, nor the son of wicked-

ness afllict him.'^ It was the power of God that bore him up under all the terrible

views he had of sufferings and death,—sufferings which had many ingredients in

them that rendered tliem, beyond expression, formidable, and would have sunk a

mere creature, unassisted by divine power, into destruction. It was by the divine

power, which he calls 'the finger of God,'" that he cast out devils, and wrought

many other miracles, to confirm his mission. Accordingly, when he ' rebuked the

unclean spirit, and healed the child,' it is said, ' they were all amazed at the

mighty power of God.'" It was by the divine power also which, as thus displayed,

is called ' the exceeding greatness of the power of God,'°—that ' he was raised from

the dead ;' and accordingly he was 'declared to be the Son of God, with power,' by

this extraordinary event.? Moreover, the power of God will be glorified, in the

highest degree, in his second coming, when, as he says, he will appear ' in the clouds

of heaven with power and great glory. '1

2. The power of God eminently appears in the propagation of the gospel. That

a doctrine so contrary to the corrupt inclinations of mankind, and which had so

little to recommend it but what was divine, should be spread throughout the great-

est part of tlie known world, by a small number of men, who, in order to this end,

were spirited to act above themselves, and furnished with extraordinary qualifica-

tions, such as the gift of tongues and a power to work miracles, is a convincing

proof that the power by which all this was done is infinite. It was by this power

that they were inspired with wisdom, by wliich they not only silenced and con-

f Rev. i. 8. chap. iv. 8. g Ish. xlvi. U. h Rom. i. 20. i Quest, xv. and xviii.

k Luke i. 35. 1 Psal. l.vxxix. 21, 22. m l.uke xi. 20. n Chap. ix. 42, 43.
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founded their malicious enemies, but persuaded others to believe what they were
sent to impart to them. It was by this that they were inflamed with zeal, in pro-

portion to the greatness of the occasion, and fortified with courage to despise the

threats, and patiently to bear the persecuting rage, of those who pursued them
unto bonds and death. It was by this that they were enabled to finish their course

with joy, and seal the doctrines they delivered with their blood. And the power
of God was the more remarkably displayed, that they were not men of the greatest

natural sagacity or resolution ; and they always confessed, that whatever there

was extraordinary in the course of their ministry, was from the hand of God.
3. The power of God appears in the success of the gospel ; the report of which

would never havo been believed, had not 'the arm of the Lord been revealed.'"

An eminent instance of this occurs in the greatness of the multitude which were
converted to Christianity in one age. The profession which these made was con-

trary to their secular interests, and exposed them to the same persecution, though
in a less degree, which the apostles themselves met with ; yet they willingly j artcd

with their worldly substance, when the necessity of affairs required it, and were
content to have all things common, that the work might proceed with more success.

It was the power of God that touched their hearts ; and its internal influence con-

tributed more to the work of grace, than all the rhetoric of man could have done.

It was this that carried them through all the opposition of cruol mockings, bonds,

and imprisonment, and, at the same time, compensated all their losses and sufl'er-

ings, by those extraordinary joys and supports which they had, both in life and
death. Moreover, the daily success of the gospel, in all the instances of converting

grace, is an evident eifect and proof of the divine power. This will farther appear
when, under a iollowing head, we consider effectual calling, as the work of God's
almighty power and grace.P

It will be objected, that there, are some things which God cannot do ; and that,

therefore, he is not almighty. It is true, there are some things that God cannot
do ; but the reason is, either that to do them would be contrary to his divine per-

fections, or that they are not the objects of power. It is not an imperfection in him
that he c^inot do them, but rather a branch of his glory.— First, there are some
things whrch he cannot do, not because he has not power to do them, had he pleased,

but only because he has willed or determined not to do them. If we should say

that he cannot make more worlds, we do not mean that he wants infinite power,

but we merely suppose that he has determined not to make them. He cannot save

the reprobate, or fallen angels, not because he wants power, but "because he has
willed not to save them. In this, the power of God is distinguished from that of

the creature. We never say that a person cannot do a thing, merely because he
will not, but because he wants power, if he would. But this is by no means to be
said, in any instance of God. We must distinguish therefore between his absolute

and his ordinate power. By the former he could do many things, which by the

latter he will not ; and consequently to say he cannot do those things which he has
determined not to do, does not in the least impugn the attribute of almighty power.

[See Note 2 C, page 124.]—Again, God cannot do that which is contrary to the

nature of things, when there is, in the things themselves, an impossibility that they
shouKl be done. Thus he cannot make a creature to be independent ; for independ-

ence is contrary to the idea of a creature. Nor can he make a creature equal to him-
self ; for then it would not be a creature. It is also impossible that he .should make
a creature to be, and not to be, at the same time, or render that not done, which is

done ; for that is contrary to the nature and truth of things. We may add, that

he cannot make a creature the object of religious worship, or, by his power, advance
him to such a dignity as shall warrant any one's ascribing divine perfections to him.

—Farther, He cannot deny himself. ' It is impossible for God to lie •,'^ and it is

equally impossible for him to act contrary to any oi his perfections. For this reason,

he cannot do any thing which argues weakness,—for instance, he cannot repent, or

change his mind, or eternal purpose. Nor can he do any thing which would argue
him not to be a holy God.—Now that God can do none of these things, is no defect

o Isa. liii. 1. p Quest. Ixvii. q Heb. vi. 18.
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in him, but rather a glory ; since they are not the objects of power, but would
argue weakness and imperfection in him, should he do them.

We shall now consider what practical improvement we ought to make of this

divine attribute.

The almighty power of God- affords great support and relief to believers, when
they are assaulted, and afraid of being overcome, by their spiritual enemies. Hence
when they 'wrestle,' as the apostle says, 'not only against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this

world, and against spiritual wickedness in high places ;'^ and when they consider

what numbers have been overcome and ruined by them, and are discouraged very
much, under a sense of their own weakness, or of their inability to maintain their

ground against them ; let them consider that God is able to bruise Satan under
their feet, and to make them more than conquerors, and to cause all grace to

abound in them, and to work in them that which is pleasing in his sight.

The consideration of God's almighty power, also gives us the greatest ground
to conclude, that whatever difficulties seem to lie in the way of the accomplish-

ment of his promises, relating to our future blessedness, shall be removed or sur-

mounted. Things, which seem impossible, if we look no farther than second

causes, or the little appearance there is, at present, of their being brought about,

are not only of pdssible but of very easy accomplishment by the power of God.
With respect to those who are sinking into despair, under a sense of the guilt or

power of sin, and who are ready to conclude that their burden is too great to be
removed by any finite power, let them consider that to God all things are possible.

He can, by his powerful word, raise the most dejected spirits, and turn the sha-

dow of death into a bright morning of peace and joy. Moreover, if we consider

the declining state of religion in the world, the apostacy of some professois, the

degeneracy of others, and what reason the best of them have to say, that it is not

with them as in times past ; or if we consider what little hope there is, from the

present view of things, that the work of God will be revivea in his church ; yea,

if the state of it were, in all appearance, as hopeless as it was when God, in a vi-

sion, represented it to the prophet Ezekiel, showing him the valley full of iiry bones,

and asking him, ' Can these bones live ?'
' or if the question be put. Can the de-

spised, declining, sinking, and dying interest of Christ be revived ? or how can those

prophecies which relate to the church's future happiness and glory ever have their

accomplishment, in this world, when all things seem to make against it ? every

difficulty will be removed, and our hope encouraged, when we contemplate the

power of God, to which nothing is difficult, much less insuperable.

A consideration of the power of God will remove likewise all the difficulties that

lie in our way, with respect to the resurrection of the dead. This is a doctrine

which seems contrary to the course of nature ; and, if we look no farther than the

power of the creature, we shall be inclined to say, How can this be ? But when
we consider the almighty power of God, all objections which can be brought against

it v,^ill be sufficiently removed. Accordingly, when our Saviour proves this doc-

trine, he exposes the absurd notions which some entertained respecting it, by say-

ing, ' Yo do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.'"
Let us have a due regard to this attribute, and take encouragement from it,

when we are engaging in holy duties, and are sensible of our inability to perform

them in a right manner. When we have too much reason to complain of an un-

becoming frame of spirit, of the hardness and impenitency of our hearts, the obsti-

nacy and perverseness of our wills, the cartliliness and carnality of our affections.

and when all the endeavours we can use to bring ourselves into a better frame

have not their desired success ; let us encourage ourselves with this consideration,

that God can make us ' willing in the day of his power,''' and ' do exceeding abun-

dantly above all that we ask or think. '^

But let us take heed that we do not abuse, or practically deny, or cast contempt
on, this divine perfection, by presuming that we can obtain spiritual blessings,

without dependence on God for them, or by expecting divine influences, while we

B Eph. vi. 12. t Ezek. xxxvii. 3, u Matt. xxii. 29. x Psul. ex. 3. y Eph. iii. 20.
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continue In the neglect of his instituted means of grace. God, it is true, can work

without means ; but he has not given us ground to expect that he will do so. W hen,

therefore, we seek help from him, it must be in his own way. Again, let us take

heed that we do not abuse this divine perfection, by a distrust ot God, or by de-

pendence on an arm of flesh. Let us not, on the one hand, limit the Holy One of

Israel, by saying, Can God do this or that for me, with respect either to spiritual

or to temporal concerns ? nor, on the other hand, rest in any thing short ot him,

as though omnipotence were not an attribute pecuhar to himself. As he is able

to do great things for us that we looked not for ; so he is much displeased when

we expect blessings from any one short of himself. ' Who art thou that thou,

.shouldest be afraid of a man, that shall die, and forgettest the Lord thy Maker,

that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundation of the earth ?
^

The Omniscience of God.

God knows aU things. It has been before considered, that his being a Spirit

implies his having an understanding, as a Spirit is an inteUigent bemg. His being

an infinite Spirit, therefore, must argue that 'his understandmg is inhnite =>—His

omniscience farther appears from his having given being to all things at hrst, and

from his continually upholding them. He must necessarily know his own work-

manship, the effects of his power. This is especially evident, if we consider the

creation of all things, as a work of infinite wisdom, which is plainly discernible

therein, as well as of almighty power. He must know all things ;
for wisdom sup-

poses knowledge. Moreover, his being the proprietor of all things, results from

his havino- created them ; and certainly he must know his own.—His omniscience

appears, again, from his governing all things, or from his so ordering them in sub-

serviency to valuable ends, that all shall redound to his glory. Both the ends and

the means must be known by him. The governing of intelligent creatures, m par-

ticular, supposes knowledge. As the Judge of aU, he must be able to discern the

cause, else he cannot determine it,—and perfectly to know the rules ot justice, else

he cannot exercise it in the government of the world.—Moreover, God s knowing

all thincrs appears from his knowing himself ; for he that knows the greatest object,

mu<t know things of a lesser nature. Besides, if he knows himself, he knows

what he can do, will do, or has done ; which is as much as to say that he knows aU

things And that God knows himself, must be granted ; for if it be the privilege

of an intelligent creature to know himself, though his knowledge be but imperfect,

surely God must know himself. And because his knowledge cannot have any de-

fect—for tliat would be inconsistent with infinite perfection—he must have a per-

fect, that is to say, an infinite knowledge of himself, and consequently of all other

things. . . J- • • 1 J •

The knowledge of God, as having the creature for its object, is distinguished, in

. scripture, into his comprehending all things, or seeing them or having a perfect

intuition of them, and his approving of things ; or it is either intuitive or appro-

bative. The former of these is what we principally understand by the attribute

of omniscience. This is referred to when it is said, ' Known unto God are all his

works from the beginning of the world •;^ and ' Thou knowest my down-sitting and

up-rising, and art acquainted with all my ways ; for there is not a word m my

tongue, but lo, Lord, thou knowest it altogether ;'<= and ' The Lord searcheth aU

beaHs,'and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. '<i As for the ap-

probativo knowledge of God, it is less properlj called knowledge ;
because it is

seated rather in the will than in the understanding. Of this we read in several

scriptures. Thus God teUs Moses, ' I know thee by name,'«—a saying which is

explained by the foUowing words, ' And thou hast found grace in my sight. bo

when our Saviour says, concerning his enemies, ' I will proless unto you, I never

knew you,'f he speaks of a knowledge, not of intuition, but of approbation. In the

former sense, he knows all things,—bad as well as good,—that which he hates and

z Isa. li. 12. a Psal. cxivii. 5. b Acts xv. 18. c Psal. cxxxix. 2, 3, 4.
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will punish, as well as what he delights in ; in the latter, he knows onlj that which

is good, or is agreeable to his will.

God is said to know what he can do, and what he has done, or will do. He knows

what he can do, even many things that he will not do ; for as his power is unlimit-

ed, so that he can do infinitely more than he will, so he knows more than he will

do. This is very obvious. We ourselves, as free agents, can do more than we

will ; and, as intelligent, we know in many instances what things we can do,

though we will never do them. Much more must this be said of the great God

;

who ' calleth things that be not as though they were.'s Accordingly, when David

inquires of God, ' Will Saul come down ? and will the men of Keilah deliver me
up into his hand ?' God answers him, ' He will come down, and the men of Kei-

lah will deliver thee up ;'^ which implies, that God knew what they would have done,

had not his providence prevented it. Thus things known by him are said to be

possible, by reason of his power ; while tlie future existence of them depends on his

will. [See Note 2 D, page 125.]—Again, God knows whatever he has done, does,

or will do, namely, things past, present, or to come. That he knows all things

present, has been proved, from the dependence of things on his providence, and

from his knowledge being inseparably connected with his power. That he knows

all things past, is no less evident ; for they were once present, and consequently

known by him ; and to suppose that he does not know them, is to charge him with

forgetfulness, or to suppose that his knowledge at present is less perfect than it

v^ras,—which is inconsistent with infinite perfection. Moreover, if God did not know

all things past, he could not be the Judge of the world ; and particularly, he could

neither reward nor punish,—both which acts respect only things that are past.

Such things, therefore, are perfectly known by him. When Job considered his

present alHictions as the punishment of past sins, he said, ' My transgression is

sealed up in a bag; thou sewest up mine iniquity,''—a metaphorical way of speak-

ing, which implied that God remembered it. So when God threatens to punish his

adversaries for their iniquity, he speaks of it as remembered by him, ' laid up in

store ' with him, and ' scaled up among his treasures ;
^ and when, on the other

hand, he designed to reward or encourage the religious duties performed by his

people, who fej^red his name, it is said, ' a book of remembrance was written be-

fore him, for them.''

But what we shall principally consider, is God's knowing all things future,

namely, not only such as are the effects of necessary causes, where the effect is

known in or by the cause, but such as are contingent with respect to us.

This is the most difficult of all knowledge, and possesses properties which

argue it to be truly divine. By future contingencies, we understand things

which are accidental, or which, as we commonly say, happen by chance, with-

out any forethought or design of men. Now that many things happen so

with respect to us, and therefore cannot be certainly foreknown by us, is very

obvious. But even these are foreknown by God. For things that happen without

our design, or forethought, and therefore are not certainly foreknown by us, are

the objects of his providence, and therefore known to him from the beginning. Thus

the fall of a sparrow to the ground is a casual thing ; yet our Saviour says, that

this is not without his providence.™ Hence, that which is casual or accidental to

us, is not so to him ; so that though we cannot have a certain or determinate fore-

knowledo^e of it, it docs not follow that he has not. He has, accordingly, foretold

many .such future events ; as appears by the following instances. Ahab's death

by an arrow, shot at random, may be reckoned a contingent event ; yet this was

foretold before lie went into the battle," and accomplished accordingly. That

Israel should be afflicted and oppressed in Egypt, and afterwards should be delivered,

was foretold four hundred years before it came to pass.° And when Moses was

sent to deliver them out of the Egyptian bondage, God tells them before'.iand,

how obstinate Pharaoh would be, and with how much difficulty he would be brought

to let them go.P Joseph's advancement in Egypt was a contingent and very unlikely

, g Rom. IV. 17. hi Sam. xxiii. 12. i Job xiv. 17. k Deut. xxxii. .34, 35.
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event ; yet it was made known several years before, by his prophetic dream.'' That
also which tended more immediately to it, was his afterwards foretelling what
happened to the chief butler and baker, and the seven years of plenty and famine
in Egypt, signified by Pharaoh's dream, all wliich were contingent events, and
were foretold by divine inspiration, and therefore foreknown by God. Again, lla-

zael's coming to the crown of Syria, and the cruelty that he would exercise, were
foretold to him, when he thought he could never be such a monster of a man as he
afterwards appeared to be.'' Also, Judas' betraying our Lord, was foretold to

him ;^ though at the time he seemed as little disposed to commit so vile a crime
as any of the disciples.

Having thus considered God's knowledge, with respect to the object, either as

past, or as future, we shall now observe some properties of it ; whereby it appears

to be superior to all finite knowledge, and truly divine.— 1. It is pei'fect, intimate,

and distinct, and not superficial, or confused, or general, as ours often is. It is said

concerning him, that ' he bringeth out his hosts by number, and calleth them all by
names ;'' and this denotes his exquisite knowledge of all things, as well as his pro-

priety in them, and his using them at his pleasure. And since all creatures ' live

and move,' or act, ' in him,' " or by his powerful influence, it follows that his know-
ledge is as distinct and particular as the actions themselves. Even the most in-

different actions, which are hardly taken notice of by ourselves, such as ' our down-
sitting and up-rising,' " and all transient thoughts, which are no sooner formed in

our minds than forgotten by us, are known by him ' afar off,' at the greatest dis-

tance of time, when they are irrecoverably lost with respect to us. That God knows
all things thus distinctly, is evident, not only from their dependence upon him, but

also from their accordance with his divine purpose. Accordingly, when he had
brought his work of creation to perfection, ' he saw every thing that he had made,
and behold it was very good ;

' that is, it was agreeable to his eternal design, or,

if we may so express it, to the idea, or platform, laid in his own mind. And this he
pronounced concerning every individual thing,—wliich is as much the object of his

omniscience as the effect of his power. Now what can be more expressive of the

perfection and distinctness of his knowledge than this ? The apostle might well say,

therefore, that ' there is not any creature that is not manifest in his Sght ; but all

things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.'^

—

2. He knows every thing, even future contingencies, witli a certain and infallible

knowledge, without the least hesitation, or possibility of mistake. And as opinion

or conjecture is opposed to certainty, it is not in the least attributable to him. In
this, his knowledge differs from thai of the best of creatures ; who can only guess

at some things that may happen, according to the probable fore-views they have of

them.—3. He knows all things directly and not in a discursive way, agreeable to our
common method of reasoning, by inferring one thing from another, or by comparing
things together, and observing their connexion, dependence, and various powers
and manner of acting, and thereby discerning what will follow. Such a knowledge
as this is acquired, and presupposes a degree of ignorance. Conclusions can hardly

be said to be known, till the premises whence they are deduced be duly weighed.

But to do this is inconsistent with the perfect knowledge of God, who sees all things

in himself, things possible in his own power, and things future in his will, without

inferring, abstracting, or deducing conclusions from premises.—4. He knows all

things at once, not successively as we do. For if successive duration is an imper-

fection—as was before observed, when we considered the eternity of God—his

knowing all things after this manner, is equally so. Indeed, his knowing things

successively would argue an increase of the divine knowledge, or a making advances

in wisdom by experience, and by daily observation of things, which, though expe-

rienced by all intelligent creatures, can by no means be supposed of him whoso
'understanding is infinite.'^

We sliall now consider what improvement we ought to make of God's omniscience,

in relation to our conduct in this world.

q Gen. xxxvii. 5, &c. r 2 Kings viii. 12, 13. g John vi. 70, 71. t Isa. xl. 26.
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1. Let us take heed that we do not practically deny this attribute, Let us not

act as though we thought that we could hide ourselves from the all-seeing eye of

God. Let us not say, to use the words of Eliphaz, ' How doth God know? Can
he judge through the dark cloud ? Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he

seeth not, and he walketh in the circuit of heaven.'* How vain a supposition is

this ! for 'there is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity

may hide themselves.' ^ Hypocrisy is, as it were, an attempt to hide ourselves from

God,—an acting as though we thought that we could deceive or impose on him,

and is called, in scripture, ' a lying to him,'*= or ' a compassing him about with lies

and deceit.'*^ This all are chargeable witli who rest in a form of godliness, as

though God saw only the outward actions, but not the heart. Lotus likewise not be

more afraid of man than of God, or venture, without considering his all-seeing eye,

to commit the vilest abominations, which we would be afraid and ashamed to do

were we under the eye of man. ' It is a shame,' saith the apostle, 'even to

speak of those things which are done of them in secret.'^ And God, speaking to

the prophet Ezekiel, says, concerning an apostatizing people of old, ' Son of man,

hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man
in the chambers of his imagery ? for they say, The Lord seeth us not ; the Lord

hath forsaken the earth.'*

2. The consideration of God's omniscience should be improved, to humble us

under a sense of sin, but especially of secret sins, which are all known to him. Thus
it is said, ' Thou hast set our iniquities before thee ; our secret sins in the light of

thy countenance ;
' s and, ' His eyes are upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his

goings.'^ There are many things which we know concerning ourselves, that no
creature is privy to, which occasion self-conviction, and might fill us with shame
and confusion of face. But our own knowledge of them falls infinitely short of

God's omniscience ;
' for if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart,

and knoweth all things.' ' This should make sinners tremble at the thoughts of a
future judgment ; for if sins be not pardoned, he is able to bring them to remem-
brance, and, as he threatens he will do, ' set them in order before their eyes.'^

3. The due consideration of God's omniscience' will, on the other hand, tend

very much torhe comfort of believers. He seeth their secret wants, the breathings

of their souls after him ; and, as our Saviour saith, ' Their Father which seeth in

secret shall reward them openly. '^ With what pleasure may they appeal to God
as the searcher of hearts, concerning their sincerity, when it is called in question

by men ! And when they are afraid of contracting guilt and defilement, by secret

faults, which they earnestly desired, with the Psalmist, to be ' cleansed from,'"" it

is some relief to them to consider that God knows them, and therefore is able to

give them repentance for them ; so that they may pray with David, ' Search me,
God, and know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts ; and see if there be

any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting,' » ^^ ^^l^ likewise, who
are affected with a view of the church's troubles, and of the deep-laid designs of its

enemies against it, it is a consoling thought that God knows these, and therefore

can easily defeat them, and turn tliem into foolishness.

4. The due consideration of God's omniscience will be of great use to all Chris-

tians, to promote a right frame of spirit in holy duties. It will make them careful

how they behave themselves, as being in his sight ; and tend to fill them with a
holy reverence, as those that are under his immediate inspection, that they may
approve themselves to him, in whose presence they are.

The Wisdom of God.

God is most wise, or is infinite in wisdom ; or, as the apostle expresses it, ' he is

the only wise God.' <> This perfection, considered as absolute, underived, and truly

divine, belongs only to him. Even the angels, the most excellent order of created
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beings, are said to be destitute of it, or to bo ' charged with folly.' p For our under-
standing what this divine perfection is, let us consider that wisdom contains in it

more than knowledge ; for there may be a great degree of knowledge where there is

but little wisdom, though there can be no wisdom without knowftdge. Knowledge is,

as it were, the eye of the soul, whereby it apprehends, or sees, things in a true

light, and so is opposed to ignorance, or not knowing things ; but wisdom is that

whereby the soul is directed in the skillul management of things, or in ordering

them for the best, and it is opposed, not so much to ignorance, or error of judg-
ment, as to folly or error in conduct. It consists more especially in designing the

best and most valuable end in what we are about to do,—in using the most proper
means to effect it,—in observing the season most fit and the circumstances most
expedient and conducive for accomplishing it,—and in foreseeing and guarding
against every occurrence that may frustrate our design, or give us an occasion to

blame ourselves for doing what we have done, or to repent of it, or to wish we had
taken other measures. Now,

1. The wisdom of God appears in the reference or tendency of all things to his

own glor3^ This is the highest and most excellent end that can be proposed ; as

he is the highest and best of beings, and his glory, to which all things are referred,

is infinitely excellent. Here let us consider, that God is, by reason of his infinite

perfection, naturally and necessarily the object of adoration,—that he cannot be
adored, unless his glory be set forth and demonstrated, or made visible,—that

there must be an intelligent creature to behold his glory, and adore his per-

fections, which are thus demonstrated and displayed,—and that every thing which
he does is fitted and designed to lead this creature into the knowledge of his glory.

Now that every thing is thus fitted and designed, is an eminent instance of divine

wisdom, and is a fact so obvious that we need not travel far to know it. Wher-
ever we look, we may behold how excellent God's name is in all the earth. And
because some are so stupid that they cannot, or wmU not, in a way of reasoning,

infer his divine perfections from things that are without us, he has instamped the
knowledge of them on the souls and consciences of men ; so that, at times, they
are obliged, whether they will or not, to acknowledge them. Tliere is something
which 'may be known of God,' which is said to be 'manifest in, and shown to' all;

so that ' the Gentiles, who have not the law,' that is, the written word of God, 'do

by nature the things,' that is, some things 'contained therein,' and so are 'a law
unto themselves,' and ' show the work of the law written in their hearts. 'i [See Note
2 E, p. 125.] God has led us farther into the knowledge of his divine perfections

by his word ; which he is said to have ' magnified above all his name.'*" And hav-
ing thus adapted his works and word to set forth his glory, he discovers himself to

be infinite in wisdom.

2. The wisdom of God appears in his doing whatever he does in the fittest season,

and in circumstances all of which tend to set forth his own honour, and argue his

foresight to be infinitely perfect ; so that he can see no reason to wish that any-
thing had been otherwise ordered, or to repent that it was done. ' For all his ways
are judgment.' * ' To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven ;' and 'he hath made every thing beautiful in liis time.' ' But
since wisdom is known by its effects, we shall, for farther illustrating the wisdom of

God, observe some of the traces or footsteps of it in his works. AVe remark,
therefore,

3. That the wisdom of God appears in the work of creation. As it requires in-

finite power to produce something out of nothing ; so the wisdom of God appears
in that excellent order, beauty, and harmony, which we observe in all tlie parts of

the creation,—in the subserviency of one thing to another,—and in the tendency of

all to promote the moral government of God in the world, and the good of man.
In this manner was this lower world fitted up for man, that it might be a conve-
nient habitation for him, and a glorious object, in which he might contemplate, and
thereby be led to advance, the divine perfections, which shine forth therein as in

p Job iv. 18. q Rom. i, 19. chap. ii. 14, 15. r Psal. cxxxviii. 2.

s Deut. xxxii. 4. t Eccles. iii. 1, 11,
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a glass. We have therefore the highest reason to sa}', ' Lord, how manifold are

thy works ; in wisdom hast thou made them all.'" 'He hath made the earth by
his power ; he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out

the heavens by his cfccretion,' ^ But as this argument hath been insisted on, with

great ingenuity and str&ngth of reason by others,^ we shall say no more upon it,

but proceed to observe,

4. That the wisdom of God appears in the works of providence. It produces

unezpected events for the good of mankind, and brings them about by means that

seem to have no tendency to this end, but rather the contrary. This will appear

in the following instances. Jacob's flying Irom his father's house, was wisely

ordered, as a means not only of his escaping the fury of his brother, of the trial of

his faith, and of humbling him for the sinful method he took to obtain the blessing

;

but also of building up his family, and of increasing his substance in the world,

under a very unjust father-in-law and master, as Laban was. Joseph's being sold

into Egypt, was ordered, as ameans of his preserving not only that land, but his father's

house, from perishing by famine. His imprisonment also was the occasion of his

advancement. And both events led the way to the accom'plishment of what God
had foretold relating to his people's dwelling in Egypt, and their wonderful deliver-

ance from the bondage they were to endure therein. The wisdom of God was seen,

likewise, in the manner of Israel's deliverance out of Egypt,—in his first laying

them under the greatest discouragements, by suffering the Egyptians to increase

their tasks and burdens,—in his hardening Pharaoh's heart, that he might try his

people's faith,- and make their deliverance appear more remarkable,—in then

plaguing the Egyptians, that he might punish their pride, injustice, and cruelty,

—and finally, in giving them up to such an infatuation, as etfectually secured their

final overthrow, and his people's safety. His wisdom was seen further, in his lead-

ing Israel forty years in the wilderness, before he brought them into the promised
land, that he might give them statutes and ordinances, and that they might ex-

perience various instances of his presence among them, by judgments and mercies,

and so be prepared for all the privileges he designed for them, as his peculiar peo-

ple, in the land of Canaan. We have, moreover, a very wonderful instance ot the

wisdom of Providence recorded in the book of Esther. When Haman, the enemy
of the Jews, had obtained a decree for their destruction, and purposed, as a first

step, to sacrifice Mordecai to his pride and revenge, providence turned upon him-

self whatever he intended against him. There was, in all the circumstances that

led to this, something very remarkable, which brought about the church's deliverance

and advancement, when to an eye of reason this seemed almost impossible.

5. The wisdom of God appears yet more eminently in the work of our redemp-
tion. This work is what ' the angels desire to look into,' and cannot behold with-

out the greatest admiration; for herein God's 'maniibld wisdom' is displayed.^

It solves the difficulty involved in a former dispensation of providence, respecting

God's suffering sin to enter into the world ; which he could have prevented, and
probably would have done, had he not designed to overrule the event, for bringing

about tlie work of our redemption by Christ,—so that what we lost in our first liead

sliould be recovered, with great advantage, in our second, the Lord from heaven.

But though this matter was determined, in the eternal covenant, between the Father
and the Son, and the necessity of man seemed to require that Christ should become
incarnate, as soon as man fell ;

yet it was defern d till n.any ages after. And in

this delay the wisdom of God eminently appeared. By means of it, he tried the

faith and patience of his church, and put them upon waiting for, and depending on,

him who was to come. So that though they had not received the promised ble.ss-

ing of liis coming, yet ' they saw it afar oif, ' and ' were persuaded of it, and embraced
it,' and, with Abraham, 'rejoiced to see his day,' though at a great distance.*

They thus glorified the faithfulness of God, and depended on his word, that the

work of redemption should be brought about, as certainly, as though it had been
actually accomplished. Our Saviour, in tlie mean time, took occasion to display

u Psal. civ. 24. x Jer. x. 12. y See Ray's Wisdom of God in the Works of Creation,
and Derbam's Pbysico-Tbeology. z 1 Pet. i. 12. £pb. iii. 10. a Heb. xi. 13. John viii. 56.
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his own glory, as the Lord and Governor of his church, to whom he often appeared

in a human form, assumed for that purpose as a prehide of his incarnation. They
had hence the greatest reason to expect his coming in our nature. Moreover, the

time of Christ's coming in the flesh was such as appeared most seasonable. The
state of the church was very low, religion was almost lost among them, and the

darkness they were under was exceeding great ; so that it seemed very necessary

that the Messiah should come. When iniquity almost universally prevailed among
them, then ' the deliverer came out of Sion. and turned away ungodliness from
Jacob ;* and when the darkness of the night was greatest, it was tlie most proper

time for ' the Sun of righteousness to arise, with healing in his wings. '^

6. The wisdom of God farther appears, in the various methods he has taken in

the government of his church, before and since the coming of Christ. Till

Moses' time, as has" been before observed,*^ God left his church without a written

word, that he might take occasion, in the exercise of infinite condescension, to con-

verse with them more immediately, and to show them that, though they had no
such method of knowing his revealed will as we have, yet he could communicate
his mind to them another way. And when the necessity of affairs required it, his

wisdom was seen, in taking this method of oral revelation, to propagate religion in

the world.—Again, when he designed to govern his church by those rules which
he hath laid down in scripture, he revealed the great doctrines contained therein,

in a gradual way. The dispensation of his providence towards them, like the light

of the morning, was increasing to a perfect day. He first instructed them by
various types and shadows, leading them into the knowledge of the gospel, which
was afterwards to be more clearly revealed. He taught them, as they were able to

bear instruction, like cliildren growing in knowledge, till they arrive to a perfect

manhood. He first gave them manifold predictions as a ground to expect the
blessings which he would bestow in after-ages ; and he afterwards glorified his

faithfulness in their accomplishment.—He sometimes, also, governed them in a
more immediate way, and confirmed their faith, as was then necessary, by miracles,

and raised up prophets, as occasion served, whom he furnished, in an extraordinary

way, for the service to which he called them, to lead his church into the knowledge
of those truths on which their faith was built.—To this we may add, that he gave
them various other helps for their faith, by those common and ordinary means of

grace, which they were favoured with, and which the gospel church now enjoys,

and has ground to conclude will be continued until Christ's second coming.—Here
we might take occasion to consider how the wisdom of God appears, in furnishing
his church with a gospel ministry,—in adapting the management of it to the neces-
sities of his people,—in employing those persons about it who are duly qualified for

it,.^in assisting them in the discharge of its duties, and in giving success to their

humble endeavours ; and all this in such a way, that the praise shall redound to

himself, who builds his house, and bears the glory. But on this topic we may
have occasion to insist, in a following part of this work,*^

7. The wisdom of God appears, in the method he takes to preserve, propagate,
and build up his church in the world. As his kingdom is not of this world, but is

of a spiritual nature, he hath ordered that it shall not be promoted by those me-
thods of violence, or of carnal policy, by which the secular interests of men are often

advanced. He has no where appointed that wars should be proclaimed to pro-

pagate the faith, or that persons should be forced to embrace it against their will,

or be enlisted under Christ's banner by bribery, or by a prospect of worldly advan-
tage. Hence, all the success, worthy of the name, which the gospel has had, has
been such as is agreeable to the spirituality of Christ's kingdom. His house is to

be built, ' not by might, nor by power, but by his Spirit. '"^—Again, that the church
should flourish under persecution,—that those methods which its enemies take to

ruin it, should be overruled to its greater advantage,—that, in consequence, shame
and disappointment should attend every weapon which is formed against Sion,—

a Rom. xi. 26. b Mai. iv. 2. compared with Matt. iv. 16. c See Quest. III. Sect.
How the Scripture is divided or distinguished. d See Vol. II. Quest, chi. and clvii.

e Zech. iv. 6.



102 THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.

and that the church should appear more eminently to be the care of God, when it

meets with the most injurious treatment from men,—are plain proofs of the glorj of

divine wisdom. On the other hand, that its flourishing state as to outward things,

should not bo always attended with such marks or evidences of the divine favour
as those which more immediately respect salvation, is equally an illustration of the
divine wisdom ; as God hereby incites his people to set the highest value on those
things which are most excellent, and not to reckon themselves most happy in the
enjoyment of the good things of this life, when they are destitute of his special pre-

sence with them.—Moreover, the preserving of the rising generation, especially

the seed of believers, from the vile abominations which are in the world, and the
calling of many of them by his gr«ice, that there may be a constant reserve of

them to be added to his church, and to preserve his interest in the world, as others,

who have served their generation, are called out of it, are further proofs of the
wisdom of God, as well as of his other perfections.

From what has been said concerning the wisdom of God, we may infer that none
can be said to meditate aright on the works of God, such as creation, providence,

or redemption, who do not behold and admire his manifold wisdom displayed in

them, as well as his other perfections. As we conclude that man to be a very un-
ekilful obs£rver of a curious picture or statue, who takes notice only of its dimen-
Bions in general, or of the matter of which it is composed, without considering the
symmetry and proportion of its parts, and those other excellencies of it by which
the artist has signalized his skill ; so it is below a Christian to be able to say only,

that there are works of God done in the world, or to have a general idea of its be-
ing governed by providence, without having his thoughts suitably aflPected with the
harmonious subserviency of things, and the design of all to set forth the glory of

Him who is a God of infinite wisdom.
If we cannot understand the meaning of some particular dispensations of provi-

dence, so as to admire the wisdom of God in them, let us compare all the parts of

providence together ; and one will illustrate and add a beauty to another,—as our
Saviour says to Peter, ' What I do, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know
hereafter.'* Let us, in particular, compare the various dark dispensations, which
the church of God is under at one time, with the glory that shall be put upon it

at another.

From the displays of the wisdom of God in all his works, let us learn humility,

under a sense of our own folly. The psalmist, when he had been meditating on
the glory of some other parts of God's creation, which he calls, ' The work of his

fingers, 's that is, creatures in which his wisdom is displayed in a very eminent de-

gree, takes occasion to express his low thoughts of mankind in general, and says,
' What is man, that thou art mindful of him ?' But, besides this, we may take
occasion to have a humble sense of our own folly, that is, of our defect of wisdom

;

for it is but a little of God that is known by us, and the wonderful effects of divine
wisdom are known but in part by us, who dwell in houses of clay.

Let us subject our understandings to God, and have a high veneration for his

word, in which his wisdom is displayed, and which he has ordained as the means
whereby we may be made wise unto salvation. And whatever incomprehensible
mysteries we find contained in it, let us not reject or despise them, because we can-
not comprehend them.

Finally, since God is infinite in wisdom, let us seek wisdom of him. ' If any
of you lack wisdom,' says the apostle, ' let liim ask of God, that giveth to all

men liberally, and upbraidcth not ; and it shall be given him.'^

The Holiness of God.

God is most holy, or infinite in holiness, which is essential to him. lie is often
styled, ' The Holy One of Israel ;'' and this attribute is thrice repeated by the
seraphim, who, with the utmost reverence and adoration, ' cry one unto another,
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts.' ^ And he is said to be holy, exclusively of

f John xiii. 7. g Psal. viii. 3, 4. h James i. 5. i Isa. i. 4. k Chap, vi, 3.
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all others ; as this is a divine perfection, and as he is infinitely and independently

holy. ' Lord, thou only art holy ;'' and the reason of this is assigned, namely,

that he is the only God. Holiness is his very nature and essence. ' There is none

holy as the Lord ; for there is none besides him.'""

• In considering this divine perfection, we shall inquire, first, what we are to un-

derstand by it. Holiness is that whereby God is infinitely opposite to every thing

that tends to reflect dishonour or reproach on his divine perfections. He is holy,

especially, as he is infinitely opposite, in his nature, will, and works, to all moral

impurity. As his power is opposed to all natural weakness, and his wisdom to the

least defect of understanding ; so his holiness is opposed to all moral blemishes,

or imperfections, which we call sin. Holiness, therefore, is not so much one per-

fection as the harmony of all his perfections, as they are opposed to sin. Hence
it is called, ' The beauty of the Lord.'"^ And when the psalmist prays, that the

church may be made an holy people, and dealt with as such, he says, ' Let the

beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.'° God's holiness is that which, if we may
so express it, adds a lustre to all liis other perfections ; so that if he were not

glorious in holiness, whatever else might be said of him, would tend rather to his

dishonour than his glory, and the beauty of his perfections would be so sullied that

they could not be called divine. As holiness is the brightest part of the image of

God in man, without which nothing could be mentioned concerning him but what
turns to his reproach, his wisdom would deserve no better a name than that of sub-

tilty, his power would be injurious and destructive, and his zeal furious madness.

Thus, if we separate holiness from the divine nature, all other excellences would be
inglorious, because impure.

We shall next consider the holiness of God, as glorified or demonstrated in vari-

ous instances.

1. The holiness of God appears in his works. This perfection was as eminently

displayed in the work of creation, especially that of angels and men, as his power,

wisdom, and goodness. He made them with a perfect rectitude of nature, with a

power to retain it, and without the least spot or propensity to sin. There was no

natural necessity laid on them to commit sin, which might infer God to be the

author of it.—Furthermore, as a moral expedient to prevent it, as well as to assert

his own sovereignty, he gave them a law* which was holy, as well as just and good,

and warned them of those dreadful consequences which would ensue on its viola-

tion,—showing them that it would render them unholy, deprive them of his image,

and consequently separate them from him, and render them the objects of his abhor-

rence.—We may add, that his end in making all other things was, that his intelli-

gent creatures might actively glorify him, and be induced to holiness.

2. The holiness of God appears in the government of the world and of the church,

in all the dispensations of his providence, either in a way of judgment or of mercy.

He shgws his displeasure against nothing but sin,—which is the only thing that

renders creatures the objects of punishment ; and all the blessings he bestows are

a motive to holiness. As to his people, whom he hath the greatest regard for,

they are described, as ' called to be saints ;' p and it is said of the church of Israel,

that it was ' lioliness unto the Lord.'i All his ordinances also are holy, and are

to be engaged in with such a Irame of spirit as is agreeable to holiness. Accord-

ingly he says, ' I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me ;'" and ' holiness

becometh his house for ever.'* We are hence to estimate the success of the divine

ordinances by their sanctifying efiects,—when, tlirough the divine blessing accom-

panying them, they tend to promote internal holiness in those who are engaged in

them, so that they become distinguished from the rest of the world, and ' sancti-

fied through his truth.''

It may be objected by some, that God's suffering sin to enter into the M'orld,

•which he might have prevented, was a reflection on his holiness. It must be

allowed, indeed, that God might have prevented the entrance of sin into the world,

by his immediate interposition, and so have kept man upright, as well as made him

1 llev. XV. 4. m 1 Sam. ii. 2. n Ps;il. xxvii. 4. o Psal. xc. 17. p 1 Cor. i 2.

qJer. ii. 3. r Ltv x. 3. i PssiL xciii. 3. t John xvii. 17.
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SO. Yet let it be considered, that he was not obliged to do this ; and therefore

might, without auv reflection on his holiness, leave an innocent creature to the

conduct of his own free will, so that this creature might be tempted, but not forced,

to sin,—especially as he designed to' overrule the event to the setting forth of the

glory of all his perfections, and, in an eminent degree, of that of his holiness. This

point, however, will be more particularly considered when we come to discuss some

other questions."

From what has been said, concerning the holiness of God, let us take occasion

to behold and admire the beauty and glory of it, in all the divine dispensations.

He can neither do, nor enjoin, any thing but what sets forth his infinite purity.

And as he cannot be the author of sin, we must take heed that we do not advance

any doctrine? from which this consequence may be inferred. The holiness of God
ought to be the standard by which they are to be tried,—as we shall take occasion

to observe in several instances ; and we ought to think ourselves as much concerned

to advance the glory of this perfection, as that of any other. Yet it is one thing

for persons to oppose what appears to be a truth, by alleging this popular objection,

that it is contrary to the holiness of God ; and another thing to support the charge.

This will be particularly considered, when the objection, as brought against the

doctrine of predestination, and several other doctrines, is answered in its proper

place.

It is an excellency, beauty, and glory, in the Christian religion, which should

make us more in love with it, that it leads to holiness, which was the image of

God in man. All other religions bare indulged, led to, or dispensed with majiy

impurities ; as for example, those of the Mahommedans and the Pagans. And
the different religions professed by persons called Christians, are to be regarded

as more or less valuable, and to be embraced or rejected, as they tend more or less

to promote holiness. Here I cannot but observe, that it is a singular excellency

of the Protestant religion above the Popish, that all its doctrines and precepts

have a tendency to holiness, while the other admits of, dispenses with, and gives

countenance to manifold impurities. This will appear, if we consider some oi the

doctrines held by Papists, which lead to licentiousness. Of this class, is their doc-

trine that some sins are, in their own nature, so small as not to deserve eternal

punishment,—that satisfaction is to be niade for them, by undergoing some pen-

ances enjoined them by the priest,—and that on this condition, he gives absolution

to the offenders, and discharges them from any farther concern about their sins.

This doctrine is certainly subversive of holiness, as well as contrary to scripture,

which says, ' The wages of .sin is death. '^ The word of God knows no distinction

between mortal and venial sins, especially in the sense which the Papists entertain.

Again, the doctrine of indulgences and dispensations to sin, given forth at a cer-

tain rate, is contrary to holiness. This doctrine, as displayed in practice, was a

matter of great scandal to those who, among other reasons, took occasion from it,

to separate Irom the church of Rome in the beginning of the Reformation ; and,

by their protesting against it, and expressing a just indignation against the vile

practices to which it led, they gave glory to the holiness of God. The Papists, it

is true, allege, in defence of the practice of indulgences, that it is maintained in

compassion to those whose natural temper leads them, with impetuous violence, to

those sins which are dispensed with ; and that it is, in some respects, necessary,

inasmuch as the temptations of some, arising from their condition in the world, are

greater than others are liable to. But no such excuses will exempt a person from

the guilt of sin,—much less warrant the practice of those who, by their indulgences,

encourage them to commit it. Another doctrine maintained by the Papists is,

that the law of God, as conformed to human laws, respects only outward actions

or overt acts, as they are generally called, and not the heart, or the principle

whence they proceed ; and that, therefore, concupiscence, or the corruption of

nature, which is the impure fountain whence all sins proceed, comes not under the

cognizance of the divine law, nor exposes us to any degree of punishment. They
entertain this view of concupiscence, either because they suppose, it unavoidable,

u Quest, xvi. xvii. xxi. and xxx. x Rom. vi. 23.
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or because every sin is an act, and not a habit,—the offspring or effect of 'lust
;'

and to obtain countenance to their sentiment, they pervert the words of the apostle,

' And lust, when it has conceived, bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is finished,

bringetli forth death. '^ Now, how mucli soever actual sins may be supposed to be

scandalous and pernicious to the world in proportion as they are visible, the spring

of defiled actions is, in reality, more corrupt and abominable, than the actions

themselves. If the fruit be corrupt, the tree which brings it forth must be

much more so. And though this is not so discernible by others, yet it is

abhorred and punished by a jealous God, who searches the heart and the reins.

This doctrine of the papists, therefore, is contrary to his holiness.—Another

doctrine whitdi reflects on the divine holiness, is that of the merit of good

works, and our justifii-ation by them. This doctrine makes way for boastuig,

and is inconsistent with tliat humility which is the main ingredient in holiness. It

also casts the highest reflection on Christ's satisfaction, which is the greatest ex-

pedient for setting fortlr the holiness of God ; and argues it not to have been abso-

lutely necessary, and substitutes our imperfect works in its room.—We may instance,

further, the doctrine of purgatory, and of prayers for the dead. This the papists

are as tenacious of, as Demetrius and his fellow-craftsmen were of the image of

Diana at Ephesus. The destruction of it would endanger their craft f and any

disregard of it would bring no small detriment to them. But what renders it most

abominable, is, that it extenuates the demerit of sin, and supposes it possible for

the living to do that for the dead by their prayers which the latter neglected to do

whilst they were alive. Persons, from this presumptuous supposition, do not see an
absolute necessity of holiness to salvation. These, and many other doctrines which

might have been mentioned, cast the highest reflection on the holiness of God, and
not only evince the justice and necessity of the Reformation, but oblige us to main-

tain the contrary doctrines. If by way of reprisal, it be objected that there are

many doctrines which we maintain, that lead to licentiousness, I hope we shall be

able to exculpate ourselves ; but this subject we reserve for its proper place, that we
may avoid the repetition of things which we shall be obliged to insist on elsewhere.

As a further practical improvement of what we have taught respecting the holi-

ness of God, let us not practically deny, or cast contempt on, this divine perfection.

This we may be said to do, when we live without God in the world, as though wo
were under no obligation to holiness. The purity of the divine nature is proposed

in scripture, not only as a motive, but so far as conformity to it is possible, as au
exemplar of holiness. We are exhorted to be holy, not only because God is holy,

but 'as he is holy,''^ or so far as the image of God in man consists in holiness.

They who 'live without God in the world, being alienated from his liie,' that is, his

holiness, ' and giving themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness

with greediness,' regard not the holiness of his nature or law. These sin presump-
tuously, and, accordingly, are said to ' reproach the Lord,'^ as though he were a
God that had pleasure in wickedness ; or if they conclude him to be infinitely

offended with it, they regard not the consequence of being the objects of his dis-

pleasure and fiery indignation.—Again, men reflect on the holiness of God, whea
they complain of religion, as though this were too strict and severe a thing, a yoke
that sits very uneasy upon them ; and when they resolve to keep at the greatest

distance from it, unless they may have some abatements made, or indulgence

given, to live in the commission of some beloved lusts. These cannot bear a faith-

ful reprover. Thus Ahab ' hated Micaiah, because he did not prophesy good
concerning him, but evil.' Thus also the people in Isaiah's days, did not like to

hear of the holiness of God ; and desired that the prophets would ' cause the Holy
One of Israel to cease from before them.'"—We may add, that they also do, in

effect, deny or despise God's holiness, who entertain an enmity or prejudice against

holiness in persons whose conversation is not only blameless, but exemplary. Such
make use of the word ' saint,' as a term of reproach ; as though holiness were not
only a worthless thing, but a blemish or disparagement to the nature of man,—

a

stain on his character,—a thing to be avoided by all who have any regard to their

y James i. 15. z Acts xix. 25, 27- a 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. b Num. xv. 30. c Isa. xxx. 11

I. O
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reputation ; or, at least, as though religion were mere hypocrisy, particularly "when

it shines brightest in the conversation of those who esteem it their greatest orna-

ment. What is this, but to spurn at the holiness of God, by endeavouring to

bring that into contempt which is his image and delight ?

The Justice of God.

God is most just. This attribute differs but little from that of holiness. The
two are sometimes distinguished thus : as holiness is the contrariety or opposition of

his nature to sin, justice is an external and visible display of that opposition. In

particular, when God is said to be just, he is considered as the Governor of the

world. Hence, when he appears in the glory of his justice, he bears the character

of a Judge ; accordingly, it is said concerning him, * Shall not the Judge of all the

earth do right ?'<* and he is said, ' without respect of persons to judge according to

every man's work.'^ The justice of God is sometimes taken for his faithfulness,

which is a doing justice to his word. This view of it, however, will be more
particularly considered, when we speak of him as abundant in truth. According

to the most common and known sense of the word, it is taken either for his dispos-

ing, or for his distributive justice. The former is that whereby his holiness shines

forth in all the dispensations of his providence ; all his ways being equitable, of

what kind soever tlaey are. The latter, or his distributive justice, consists either

in rewarding or punishing, and so is styled either remunerative or vindictive, [See

note 2 F, page 126.] In these tw^o respects, we shall more particularly consider

this attribute.

As to the remunerative justice of God, he may be said to give rewards to his

creatures, without our supposing the persons who are the subjects of them to have

done anything by which they have merited them. We often find, in scripture, that

the heavenly glory is set forth as a reward ;^ and it is called, ' a crown of right-

eousness, which the Lord, tlie righteous Judge, shall give at that day,'^ that is, when
he appears, in the glory of his justice, to judge the world in righteousness. Scrip-

ture says also that it is ' a righteous thing wdth God to recompense to his people

who are troubled, rest, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven.'^ As to

the meaning of such expressions, I humbly conceive that they import the necessary

and inseparable connection that subsists between grace wrought in us, and glory con-

ferred upon us. Glory is called, indeed, a reward, or a crown of righteousness, to

encourage us to duty ; but it is so called, without supposing that what we do is in

any degi'ee meritorious. If we ourselves are less than the least of all God's mer-

cies, then the best actions performed by us must be so ; for the action cannot have

more honour ascribed to it than the agent. Or if, as our Saviour says, when 'we

have done all, we must say we are unprofitable servants,'' and that sincerely, and

not in a way of compliment, as some Popish writers, consistently with their doc-

trine of the merit of good works, understand it : we must conclude that glory is a

reward not of debt, but of grace. The phrase, remunerative justice, therefore, is

taken in an accommodated sense. The reward is not a blessing purchased by us,

but for us. Christ is the purchaser, we are the receivers. It is strictly and pro-

perly the reward of his merit ; but, in its application, it is the gift of his grace.

Next, there is the vindictive justice of God. By this he punishes sin, as an in-

jury offered to his divine perfections, an affront to his sovereignty, a reflection on

his holiness, and a violation of his law. For these he demands satisfaction, and
inflicts punishment, proportioned to the nature of the crime ; and this he continues

to do, till satisfaction be given. This is called his 'visiting iniquity, '"^ or 'visiting

for it
;''

it is also called, his ' setting his face against ' a person, and ' cutting him
off from amongst his people.'"" When he does this, his wrath is compared to flames

of fire,—it is called, ' the tire of his jealousy ;'" and they who are the objects

of it are said to ' fall into the hands of the living God,' who is ' a consuming fire.'*»

(1 Gen. xviii. 25. e 1 Pet. i. 17. f Matt, x. 41. 42, and 1 Cor. iii. 14. g 2 Tim. iv. 8.

h 2 Thess. i. 6, 7. i Luke xvi. 10. k Dent. v. 9. 1 Jer. v. 9. m Lev. xvii. 10.

n Zeph. i. 18, o Heb. x, 31, compared with chap. xii. 29,



THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 107

But that wo may farther consider how God glorifies his justice, and thereby

shows his infinity hatred of sin, we may observe that an eminent display of it was

made in his inflicting that punishment which was due to our sins, on the person of

Christ our Surety. It was, indeed, the highest act of condescending grace that

Christ was willing to be charged with the iniquity of his people, or to have it laid

upon him ; but it was the greatest display of vindictive justice, that he was accord-

ingly punished for it. He is said to have been ' made sin for us, who knew no sin ;'i

and God gave a commission to ' the sword' of his justice, to 'awake' and exert itself

in an uncommon manner, against him, ' the man his fellow.''' In this instance,

satisfaction was not only demanded, but fully given ; and in that respect it dif-

fered from all the other displays of vindictive justice. On this subject, however,

more will be said under some following answers.*

Again, the vindictive justice of God is displayed in punishing sin in the persons

of finally impenitent sinners in hell. There a demand of satisfaction is perpetually

made, but can never be given. For this reason the punishment inflicted is eternal

;

and it is accordingly called, ' everlasting destruction, from the presence of the Lord
and fi'om the glory of his power.'* This subject also we shall have occasion to in-

sist on more largely, under a following answer."

In the two instances we have specified, punishment is taken in a strict and pro-

per sense. There is, however, another sense, in which, though many evils called

punishments are inflicted for sins committed, the word is taken in a less proper

sense. In this sense, believers, who are justified on account of the satisfaction

which Christ has given for their sins, ai'e said to be punished for them. Thus it is

said, ' Thou our God hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve ;'' and ' If

his children forsake my law, and keep not my commandments, then will I visit

their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes ; nevertheless, my
loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him.' ^ And the prophet, though speak-

ing of some for whom God would execute judgment, and to whom he would be

favoui'able in the end, so that they should behold his righteousness, yet represents

them as ' bearing the indignation of the Lord, because they had sinned against

him.'^ As these evils are exceedingly afflictive, being often attended with a sad

apprehension and fear of the wrath of God, and as sin is the cause of them, they

are called punishments. Yet they differ from punishment in its most proper sense
;

for though justice inflicts evils on believers for sin, it doth not in doing so demand
satisfaction : inasmuch as they are considered as justified, that is supposed to have

been given ; and, to speak with reverence, it is not agreeable to the nature of jus-

tice to demand satisfaction twice. Nevertheless, it is one thing for God really to

demand it, and another thing for believers to apprehend or conclude that such a
demand is made. This they may often do, as questioning whether they are be-

lievers, or in a justified state. God's design, however, in these afflictive dispensa-

tions, whatever he determines shall be the consequence of them, is to humble his

people greatly, and to show them the demerit of sin. Moreover, the persons who
are the subjects of these punishments, are considered not as enemies, but as chil-

dren, and therefore as the objects of his love, at the same time that his hand is

heavy upon them. For this reason some have called them castigatory punishments,

agreeably to what the apostle saith, ' Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth ;
' and

'He dealeth with them as with sons.'**

From what has been said, concerning the justice of God in rewarding or punish-

ing, we may learn that, sinc^be heavenly blessedness is called a niward, to denote

its connection with grace and duty, no person may presumptuously expect the one

without the other. The crown is not to be put upon the head of any one, but him
that runs the Christian race ; and it is a certain truth, that 'without holiness no man
shall see the Lord.''' On the other hand, as this is a reward of grace, founded on
Christ's purchase, let us take heed that we do not ascribe that to our performances

which is founded wholly on Christ's merit. Let every thing, in the idea of a re-

q 2 Oor. v. 21. r Zcrh. xiii. 7. s Qiiegt. xliv. and Ixxi. t 2 Thess. i. 9.

u Quest, xxix. Hnd Ixxxix. x Ezra ix. 13. y Psal. Ixxxix. 30—33.
z Micali vii. y. a lleb. xii. 6, 7. b Chap. xii. 14.
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ward, that may be reckoned a spur to diligence, be apprehended and improved by
us, to quicken and excite us to duty ; but whatever there is in it of praise and glory,

let it be ascribed to Christ. When we consider the heavenly blessedness in this

view, let us say, as the angels and the blessed company who are joined with them
are represented as saying, ' Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power,

and riclies, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.''' It

is the price that he paid which gives it the character of a reward ; and therefore the

glory of it is to be ascribed to him.

From what has been said concerning the vindictive justice of God in inflicting

punishment on his enemies, let us learn the evil and heinous nature of sin, and take

warning, that we may not expose ourselves to the same or like judgments. How
deplorable is the condition of those who have contracted a debt which they can

never pay,—who are said ' to drink of the wrath of the Almighty, which is poured

out, without mixture, into the cup of his indignation!'"^ This consideration should

induce us to flee from the wrath to come, and to make a right improvement of the

price of redemption, which was given by Christ, to deliver his people from wrath.

Believers, who are delivered from the vindictive justice of God, have the highest

reason for thankfulness ; and under all the afflictive evils which they endure, it is a

very great encouragement to them, that the most bitter ingredients are extracted.

Their afllictions, it is true, are not in themselves 'joyous, but grievous ; neverthe-

less, afterwards they yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them who are

exercised thereby.'® And let us not presume without ground, but give diligence

to have good reason for concluding, that these are the dispensations of a reconciled

Father, who ' corrects with judgment, not in anger, lest he should bring us to no-

thing.'*' It will aff"ord great matter of comfort, if we can say, that he is, at the

same time, 'a just God and a Saviour, '^ and that, as one observes, though he

punishes for sin, yet it is not with the punishment of sin.

Tlie Benignity of God.

God is most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness.

These perfections are mentioned together in Exod. xxxiv. 7. We shall consider first

his goodness, which, in some respects, includes the others ; though in other pas-

sages, it is distinguished from them, as will be afterwards more particularly observed.

This being one of his communicable perfections, we may conceive of it by com-

paring it with that goodness which is in the creature ; for by sepai'ating all tlie

imperfections of it as it exists in the creature we may arrive at some idea of it.

Persons are denominated good, as having all those perfections that be-

long to their nature. This is the most extensive sense of goodness. It is

taken also in a moral sense, and so consists in the rectitude of their nature. In

this sense, we call a holy man a good man. Lastly, it is affirmed of one who is

beneficent, or communicatively good, and so is the same with benignity. Now, as

seen in this light, the goodness of God includes in it either all his perfections, or

his holiness in particular, or his being disposed to impart or communicate those

blessings to his creatures wliich they stand in need of ; and thus are we to under-

stand it, as distinguished from liis other perfections. This goodness of God sup-

poses that he has, in himself, an infinite and inexhaustible treasure of all blessed-

ness, enough to fill all things, and to make his crcatp-es completely happy. This

he had from all eternity, before there was any object m which it might be displayed,

or any act of power put forth to produce one. It is this the psalmist interds,

when he says,*^ ' Thou art good ;' and when he adds, ' Thou docst good,' as the

former implies his being good in himself, the latter denotes his being so to his

creatures.

Before we treat of this perfection in particular, wo shall observe the diff^erence

that there is between goodness, mercy, grace, and patience, which, though they all

are included in the divine benignity, and im])ly in tliem the communication of some

c Rev. V. 12. d Job xxi. 20. compared with Rev. xiv. 10. e Heb. xii. 11,

f Jar. X, 24. g I*a. xlv. 21. h Psal, cxix. 68.
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favours which tend to the creature's advantage, as well as to the glory of God.

may be distinguished with respect to their objects. Goodness considers its object

as indigent and destitute of all things ; and so communicates those blessings that it

stands in need of. Mercy considers its object as miserable ; and though an inno-

cent creature may be the object of the divine bounty and goodness, it is only a

fallen, miserable, and undone creature, that is an object of compassion. Grace is

mercy displayed freely ; and its object is considered as not only miserable but un-

worthy'. At the same time, though the sinner's misery and his unworthiuess of

pity, may bo distinguished, the two ideas cannot be separated ; lor that which ren-

ders him miserable, constitutes him at the same time guilty, misery being insepar-

ably connected with guilt, and no creature being miserable but as a sinner. We are

considered, thei-efore, as unworthy of mercy, and in consequence objects of divine

grace,—which is mercy extended freely to those who have rendered themselves un-

worthy of it. Patience and long-suffering, is the suspending of deserved fury, or

the continuing to bestow undeserved favours,—a lengthening out of our tranquillity.

These attributes are now to be considered in particular. And, first.

The Goodness of God.

As God was infinite in power from all eternity, before there was any display or

act of omnipotence ; so he was eternally good, before there was any communication

of his bounty, or any creature to which it might be imparted. The first display of

this perfection was in giving being to all things ; which were the objects of his

bounty and goodness, as well as the effects of his power. And all the excellencies

or advantages, which one creature hath above another, are as so many streams flow-

ing from this fountain. ' He giveth to all, life, and breath, and aU things. '^

The Mercy of God.

The mercy of God considers its object as miserable, and is illustrated by all those

distressing circumstances which render sinners the objects of compassion. Ai"e all

by nature bond-slaves to sin and Satan ? It is mercy that sets them free, ' deli-

vers them, who, through fear of death, were all their life-time subject to bondage.'"^

Are we all by nature dead in sin, unable to do what is spiritually good, alienated

from the life of God ? Was our condition miserable, as being without God in the

world, and without hope,—like the poor infant, mentioned by the prophet, ' cast

out in the open field, to the loathing of our persons, whom no eye pitied V It was
mercy that 'said to us, Live.'^ Accordingly, God is said to have 'remembei'ed us in

our low estate, for his mercy endureth for ever.'""

The mercy of God is either common or special. Common mercy gives aU the

outward conveniences of this life ; which are bestowed without distinction. ' He
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and
on the unjust.'" 'His tender mercies are over all his works. '° But his special

mercy is that which he bestows on, or has reserved for, the heirs of salvation, and
which he communicates to them in a covenant way, in and through a Mediator.

Accordingly, the apostle speaks of God, as ' the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort. 'p

The Grace of God.

As God is said to be merciful, or to extend compassion to the miserable ; so he
doth this freely, and accordingly is said to be gracious. And as grace is free, so

it is sovereign, and is bestowed in a discriminating way. That is given to one,

which he denies to another ; and only because it is his pleasure. Accordingly, one
of Christ's disciples says, ' Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us,

and not unto the world ?'i And our Saviour himself glorifies God for the display

i Acts xvii. 23. k Heb. ii. 15. 1 Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6. m Psal. cxxxvi. 23.
Ii Matt. V. 45. o Psal. cxlr. 9. p 2 Cor. i. 3. q John xiv. 22.
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of his grace, in such a manner, when he says, ' I thank thee, Father, Lord of

heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,

and hast revealed them unto babes ;' and he considers this as the result of his

sovereign will, when he adds, ' even so Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.'

The discriminating grace of God appears in several instances.

1. It appears in his extending salvation to men, rather than to fallen angels. Ou.
Saviour ' took not on him the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham,' because ha

designed to save the one, and to reserve the other ' in chains, under darkness, un-

to the judgment of the great day.'* And among men, all of whom were equal]}

unworthy of this invaluable blessing, only some are made partakers of it, and their

number is comparatively very small. They are called ' a little flock ;' and ' the

gate ' through which they enter ' is strait ;
' and ' the way is narrow that leads

to life, and few there be that find it.'* There are many who make a considerable

figure in the world for riches, honours, great natural abilities, bestowed by common
providence, who are destitute of special grace ; while others, who are poor and de-

spised in the world, are called and saved. The apostle observed it to be so in his

day, when he said, ' Not many mighty, not many noble, are called ; but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the

weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty, and base things

of the world, and things which are despised hath God chosen, yea, and things which
are not, to bring to nought things that are.

'^

2. The discriminating grace of God appears in several things relating to the inter-

nal means whereby he fits and disposes men for salvation. Thus the work of con-

vei'sion is an eminent instance of discriminating grace ; for herein he breaks

through, and overcomes, that reluctance and opposition, which corrupt nature
makes against it,—subdues the enmity and rebellion that were in the heart of man,
—and works a powerful change in the will, whereby he subjects it to himself, con-

trary to its natural bias and inclination. That which renders this grace more
illustrious, is, that many of those who are thus converted, were previously notori-

ous sinners. Some were 'blasphemers, persecutors, and injurious.' The apostle

says this concerning himself before his conversion, and concludes himself to have
been ' the chief of sinners ;' and he tells us, how he ' shut up many of the saints in

prison,' and how, when they were put to death, 'he gave his voice against them,
and punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme, and,

being exceedingly mad against them, persecuted them even unto strange cities.''^ But
you will say, " lie was, in other respects, a moral man." He, therefore, gives an
instance elsewhere of some who were far from being so, whom he puts in mind of

having been ' fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves
with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunkards, i-evilers, extortioners.' ' Such,' says he,
' were some of you ; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified.'

Moreover, the change wrought in the soul is unasked for ; and hence it may truly

be said, ' God is found of them that sought him not.' The change is also undesired;

for tliough unregenerate sinners desire to be delivered from misery, they are far

from desiring to be delivered from sin, or to have repentance, faith, and holiness.

If they pray for these blessings, their desires are conceived in such a manner, that

the Spirit of God hardly calls them prayer. Tlie Spirit of grace and of supplica-

tions, by which alone we are enabled to pray in a right manner, is what accom-
panies or flows from conversion. If, therefore, God bestows this blessing on persons

60 unworthy of it, and so averse to it, it must certainly be an instance of sovereign

and discriminating grace.

3. The discriminating grace of God appears, farther, if we consider how much
they who are the objects of it, differ from what they were, or if we compare their

present with their former state. Once they were blind and ignorant of the ways
of God, and going astray in crooked paths. The apostle speaks of this in the

abstract: ' Ye were sometimes darkness ;'^ and ' The god of this world had blinded

t!ie minds of some, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ should shine

r Matt. xi. 25, 26. 8 Heb. ii. 16. compared with Jude 6. t Luke xii. 32. compared
with Matt. vii. 13, 14. u 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, '28. x I Tim. i. 13, 15. compared with
Acts XX vi. 10, 11. y Eph. V. 8.
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unto them ;'* but now they are made ' light in the Lord,' and brought into the way
of truth and peace. Their hearts were once impenitent, unrelenting, and inclined

to sin, without remorse or self-reflection. Nothing could make an impression on

them ; for they were ' past feeling, and gave themselves over to lasciviousness, to

work all uncleanness with greediness.'^ But now they are penitent, humble, re-

lenting, and broken under a sense of sin, afraid of every thing that may be an
occasion of it, willing to be reproved for it, and desirous to be set at a greater dis-

tance from it. Once they were destitute of hope, or solid peace of conscience

;

but now they have hope and joy in believing, and are delivered from that bondage
in which they were formerly enthralled. A happy turn is thus given to the frame

of their spirits. And as to the external and relative change which is made in their

state, there is no condemnation to them as justified persons. Hence, they who
were formerly in the utmost distress, expecting nothing but hell and destruction,

are enabled to lift up their heads with joy, experiencing the blessed fruits and effects

of this grace in their souls.

The discriminating grace of God farther appears, in his bestowing saving bless-

ings on his people, at seasons when they appear most suitable and adapted to their

condition. He is a very present help in a time of trouble ; and when their straits

and difiiculties are greatest, then is his time to send relief. When sinners some-

times have wearied themselves in the greatness of their way, while seeking rest

and happiness in other things than the divine favour, and finding only disappoint-

ment, and when they are brought to the utmost extremity, then he appears in their

behalf. So with respect to believers, when their comforts are at the lowest ebb, their

hope almost degenerated into despair, their temptations most prevalent and afHict-

ing, and they ready to sink under the weight that lies on their spirits,—when, as

the psalmist says, their 'hearts are overwhelmed within them,' then ' he leads

them to the rock that is higher than they.''' When they are even ' desolate and
afflicted, and the troubles of their hearts are enlarged, then he brings them out of

their distresses.'*^

Thus the grace of God eminently appears, in what he bestows on his people.

But if we look forward, and consider what he has prepared for them, or the hope

that is laid up in heaven, then we may behold the most amazing displays of grace,

in which they who shall be the happy objects of it, will be a wonder to themselves,

and will see more of the glory of it than can now be expressed in words. Hence
the psalmist says, in a way of admiration, ' how great is thy goodness, which
thou liast laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou hast wrought for them that

trust in thee, before the sons of men!'®
It may, perhaps, be objected, that the afflictions which God's people are exposed

to in this life, are inconsistent with the glory of his grace and mercy. But afflic-

tive providences, so far from being inconsistent with the glory of these perfections,

tend peculiarly to illustrate them. Afflictions are needful as an expedient to

humble us for sin, and to prevent it for the future ; and however grievous they are,

yet as they are overruled by God, as the apostle says, to ' yield the peaceable fruit

of righteousness unto them who are exercised thereby,'^ they are far from being

inconsistent with the mercy and grace of God. This will farther appear, if we
consider that the outward afflictions are often attended with inward supports and
spiritual comforts. Accordingly, the apostle says concerning himself, * As the

sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation aboundeth by Christ ;'s and
'though the outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.'^

Nothing but this could make him say, ' I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,

in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake ; for when I am weak,
then am I strong.''

It is farther objected, that the doctrine of free grace leads men to licentiousness,

and therefore that what we have said concerning it, is either not true and warrant-

able, or at least, should not be much insisted on, lest licentiousness should ensue.

Now those sinners only abuse the grace of God who presumptuously take occasion

a 2 Cor. iv. 4. b Eph. iv. 19. c PsaL Ixi. 2. d Psal, xxv. 16, 17- e Psal. xxxi. 19.

f Hel). xii. 11. g 2 Cor. i. 5. h Chap. ir. 16. i Chap. xii. 10.
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from it to go on, as tliey apprehend, securely in sin,—alleging that God is merci-

ful and gracious, and ready to forgive. The vile and disingenuous temper of such
persons the apostle observed in some that lived in his days ; and he expresses the

greatest abhorrence of it :
' Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

God forbid.''' But does it follow, that because the doctrine of grace is abused by
some, as an occasion of licentiousness, througli the corruption oi their nature, it

therefore leads to it ? The greatest blessings may be the occasion of the greatest

evils ; but yet they do not lead to them. That which leads to licentiousness must
present some motive or inducement which will warrant an ingenuous mind, acting

according to the rules of equity and justice, to take occasion to sin ; but this no-

thing can do, much less the grace of God. His great clemency, indeed, may
sometimes give occasion to those who hate him, and have ingratitude and rebellion

rooted in their natures, to take up arms against him ; and an act of grace may be
abused, so as to make the worst of criminals more bold in their wickedness, who
presume that they may commit it with impunity. But this is not the natural
tendency or genuine effect of grace ; nor will it he thus abused by any, but those

who are abandoned to every thing that is vile and ungrateful. As the law of God
prohibits all sin, and his holiness is opposed to it ; so his grace affords the strong-

est motive to holiness. It is therefore the neglect or contempt of this grace, and
a corrupt disposition to act contrai'y to the design of it, which leads to licentious-

ness. Grace and duty are inseparably connected ; so that where God bestows the

one, he expects the other. Yea, duty, which is our act, is God's gift, as the power
to perform it is from him. Thus, when he promises to give his people ' a new
heart,' and to 'put his Spirit within them, and cause them to walk in his statutes,'

he tells them, that they should ' remember their evil ways and doings, and loath

themselves in their own sight for their iniquities.' This is not only a prediction re-

specting the event, but a promise of what he would incline them to do ; and when
he adds, that 'for this he would be inquired of by them,'' or that they should
seek the blessings by fervent prayer, he secures to them by promise a disposition

and grace to perform this great duty, which is inseparably connected with expect-

ed blessings. God himself, therefore, will take care that, however others abuse
his grace, it shall not lead those who are, in a distinguishing way, the objects of

it, to licentiousness. We may add that it is a disparagement to this divine perfec-

tion to say, that because some take occasion from it to continue in sin, its glory is

therefore to be, as it were, concealed, and not published to the world. As some
of old did not care to hear of the holiness of God, and required the prophets, if

they would render their doctrine acceptable to them, not to insist on that perfec-

tion, but to ' cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before them f"^ so there

are many wlio are as little desirous to hear of the free and discriminating grace of

God, whi<'h contains the very sum and substance of the gospel, lest it should be
abused. The glory of it, on the contrary, cannot be enough admired ; and it ought,

therefore, to be often recommended, as what leads to holiness, and lies at the very
root of all religion.

That the grace of God may be so improved, let it be farther considered, that it

is the greatest inducement to humility, as well as one of tlie greatest ornaments
and evidences ot a true Cliristian. This appears from the nature of the thing; for,

as has been but now observed, grace supposes its object unworthy. It argues him
a debtor to God for all that he enjoys or expects ; and this consideration, if duly
weighed, will make liim appear vile and worthless in his own eyes, and excite in

him a degree of thankfulness in proportion to tlie ground he has to claim an in-

terest in it, and the extensiveness of its blessed fruits and effects.

The Patience of God.

We proceed to speak of God as long-suffering, or, as he is styled by the apostle,

'the God of patience.'" Sometimes this attribute is set forth in a metapiiorical

way, and called a 'restraining of his wrath,'" and 'refraining himself,' and 'hold-

k Rom. vi. 1,2. 1 T.zvk. xxxvi. 26, 27, 31. 37. m Isa. x.xx. 11.
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ing his peace,' or 'keeping silence. 'p While he exercises patience, he is repre-

sented, speaking after the manner of men, as one that is 'weary' with forbearing ;
^

and he is said to he ' pressed,' under a provoking people, 'as a cart is pressed that

is full of sheaves. '" By all these expressions, the patience of God is set forth in a

familiar style, according to our common way of speaking. But that we may briefly

explain the nature of it, let us consider, in general, that it is a branch of his good-

ness and mercy, manifested in suspending the exercise cf his vindittive justice, and
in his not punishing in such a degree as sin deserves. But that we may consider

this more particularly, we shall observe something concerning the objects of it,

and the various instances in which it is displayed ; how it is glorified ; how the

glory of it is consistent with that of vindictive justice ; and lastly, how it is to be
improved by us.

1. As to the objects of God's patience, since it consists in deferring deserved

wrath, an innocent creature cannot be the object of it. Vindictive justice makes
no demand upon him ; nor has it any reserves of pimishmcnt laid up in store for him.

Such a one, indeed, is the object of goodness, but not of forbearance ; for punish-

ment cannot be said to be deferred where it is not due. On the other hand, they

cannot be said to be the objects of patience, in whom the vindictive justice of God
is displayed to the utmost, when all the vials of his wrath are poured forth.

Whether the devils are, in some sense, the objects of God's forbearance, as having

ground to expect a greater degree of punishment after the final judgment, is dis-

puted by some, who contend about the sense of the word ' forbearance.' They are

said, indeed, to be ' reserved in chains, under darkness, unto the judgment of the

great day ;' ^ that is, though their state be hopeless, and their misery great beyond
expression, yet there is a greater degree of punishment, which they bring upon them-
selves, by all the hostilities they commit against God in this world. This farther ap-

pears,- from what they are represented as having said to our Saviour, ' Art thou come
hither to torment us before the time ? '

' a saying from which it is sufficiently evident

that their misery shall be greater than now it is. Yet the less degree of punishment
inflicted on them is never called, in scripture, an instance of God's patience or long-

suftering towards them. We must conclude, therefore, that they are not, properly

speaking, the objects of the glory of this attribute. Patience, then, is extended only

to sinful men, while in this world. Accordingly it is called, in scripture, ' the riches

of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-sutfering, '
" and is said to ' lead ' those who

are the objects of it ' to repentance.' Hence there must, together with the exercise

of this perfection, be a day or season of grace granted, which is called, in scripture,

with a peculiar emphasis, the sinner's day, or ' the time of his visitation ; ' in which
it ought to be his highest concern ' to know the things which belong unto his peace. '^

And tlie gospel that is preached, in this season of God's forbearance, is called, 'the

word of his patience ;'y so that there is something more in this attribute than merely a
deferring of punishment. Accordingly, God is said, to 'wait that he may be gra-

cious;'^ and the effects and consequences of his waiting are various,—as may be said

of all the means of grace. Sinners, who neglect to improve it, have in consequence
of it not only a reprieve from deserved punishment, but also all those advantages of

common grace which attend it. But with respect to believers, it may be said, in the

words of the apostle, ' The long-sulfering of our Lord is salvation.' =* God spares

them, therefore, not that he may take a more fit opportunity to punish them, but

that he may wait the set time to favour them, and then extend to them salvation.

In this respect more especially, the exercise of this perfection is founded in the

death of Christ. And as the elect, who were purchased thereby, were, by the

divine appointment, to live throughout all the ages of time, and to have the saving

effects of his redemption applied to them, one after another, it was necessary that

the patience of God should be so long continued. This perfection, therefore, is

glorified more immediately with respect to them, as the result of the plan of redemp-
tion ; and, in subserviency to this, it is extended to all the world.

p Isa. xlii. 14. and Psal. 1. 21. q Isa. i. 14. chap. vii. 13. Mai. ii. 17- r Amos ii. 13.
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2. The patience of God has been displayed in various instances. It was owing

to it that God did not destroy our first parents as soon as they fell, lie might

then, without the least impeachment of his justice, have banished them for ever

from his presence, and left their whole posterity destitute of the means of grace,

and have punished them all in proportion to the guilt contracted. That the world

is continued to this day, is therefore a very great instance of God's long-suffering.

Ao'ain, when mankind were universally degenerate, and ' all flesh had corrupted

their way,' before the flood, and God determined to destroy them, yet he would not

do this, till in the display of his patience he had given an intimation of this deso-

lating judgment, an hundred and twenty years before it came.^ And Noah was,

during this period, ' a preacher of righteousness ;' while ' the long-suffering of God

'

is said to have 'waited' on them.*= Further, the Gentiles, who not only worshipped

and served the creature more than the Creator, but committed, vile abominations,

contrary to the dictates of nature, and thereby filled up the measure of their ini-

quity, are said to be the objects of God's patience,—though in a lower sense than

that in which believers are said to be so. Accordingly, the apostle observes, that

' in times past God suffered all nations to walk in their own ways ;' that is, God

did not ' draw forth his sword out of its sheath,' by which metaphor, the pro-

phet sets forth the patience of God; he did not stir up all his wrath, ' but gave

them rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their heart with fruit and glad-

ness.'** Moreover, the church of the Jews, before the coming of Christ, had long

experience of the forbearance of God. It is said, that ' he suffered their manners

forty years in the wilderness.'^ And afterwards, when they often revolted to idol-

atry, "following the customs of the nations round about them, he did not utterly

destroy them, but, in their distress, raised them up deliverers. And when their

iniquity was grown to such a height, that none but a God of infinite patience could

have borne with them, he spared them many years before he suffered them to be

carried away captive into Babylon. And finally, when their rebellion against him

had arrived at the highest pitch,—when they had crucified the Lord of glory, he

spared them some time, till the gospel was first preached to them, and they liad re-

jected it, and thereby 'judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life.'^ After this,

the patience of God was extended to those also who endeavoured to pervert the

gospel of Christ, namely, to false teachers and backsliding churches,—to whom
he 'gave space to repent, but they repented not.'s We may add, that he has

not yet poured forth the vials of his wrath on the antichristian powers ; though he

has threatened, that 'their plagues shall come in one day.'^

3. We are next to consider the method which God takes in glorifying his patience.

We have already observed that, with respect to believers, the patience of God is

glorified in subserviency to their salvation. With respect to others, by whom it is

abused, it discovers itself in giving them warning of his judgments before he sends

them. ' He spcaketh once, yea twice, but man perceiveth it not, that he may with-

draw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man.'' Indeed, all the prophets

•were sent to the church of the Jews, not only to instruct them, but to warn them

of approaching judgments ; and they were faithful in the delivery of their message.

In what moving terms doth the prophet Jeremiah lament the miseries which were

ready to befall them! And with what zeal doth he endeavour, in the whole course

of his ministry, to bring them to repentance, that the storm might blow over, or,

if not, that their ruin might not come upon them altogether unexpected!

When the divine warnings are not regarded, and wrath must be poured forth on

an obstinate and impenitent people, it is inflicted by degrees. God sends lesser

judgments before greater, or inflicts his plagues, as he did upon Egypt, one after

another, not all at once. So, in his judgments upon Israel of old, as the prophet

Joel observes,—first the palmer-worm, then the locust, after that the canker-worm,

and then the caterpillar, devoured the fruits of the earth, one after another.^

The prophet Amos also observes, that first God sent a famine among them, which

b Gen. vi. 2. 3. c 2 Pet ii. 3. compared with 1 Pet. iii. 20. d Acts xiv. 16, 17- Ezek. xxi. 3.

e Acts xiii. 18. 1 Acts xiii. 46. g Rev. ii. 21. h Rev, xviii. 8.
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he calls 'cleanness of teeth in all their cities;' and afterwards 'some of thcni were
overthrown, as God overthrew 8odoni and CJomorrah.'' Some tliink that the grad-
ual approach of divine judgments is intended by what the jjrophet Ilosea savs,

when *tlie judgments of God' are compared to ' the light that goetli forth.' '" This
language implies more than is generally understood by it,—more tlian that the

judgments of God should be rendered visible, as tlic light of the sun is ; for the

propliet seems to intimate, that the judgments of God should be progressive like

the light of the morning, which increases until a perfect day. It is more than
probable that the same thing is intimated by the same prophet, when he represents

God as saying concerning Ephraira, that he would be to them ' as a moth ; ' which
doth not consume the garment all at once, as fire does, but frets it by degrees, ' or

like rottenness,' which is of a spreading nature.*^ Thus the judgments of God are

poured forth by degrees, that together with them there may be, comparatively at

least, a display of divine patience.

Again, when God sends his judgments abroad into the world, he often moderates
them. None are proportionate to the demerit of sin. Accordingly, it is said of

him, that being full of compassion, he ' forgave the iniquity ' of a very rebellious

people ; that is, he did not punisli them as their iniquity deserved, and therefore

he ' destroyed them not, and did not stir up all his wrath. '° So the prophet Isaiah

says concerning Israel, 'Hath God smitten him, as he smote those that smote him?
or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him ? In measure,
when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it : he stayeth his rough wind in the
day of the east wind.'?

Further, when God cannot, in honour, defer his judgments any longer, he pours
them forth, as it were, with reluctance ; as a judge, when he passeth sentence on a
criminal, doth it with a kind of regret ; not insulting his misery, but rather pitying it

as unavoidable, because the course of j ustice must not be stopped. Thus the prophet
says, ' God doth not afflict willingly,' that is, with delight or pleasure, 'nor grieve the
children of men ;'•! that is, he doth not punish them because he delights to see them
miserable, but to secure the rights of his own justice in the government of the world.

So when Israel had been guilty of vile ingratitude and rebellion against him, and he
threatens to turn his hand upon them, and destroy tliem, he expresseth himself in

such terms, speaking after the manner of men, as imply a kind of uneasiness :
' Ah I

I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of mine enemies.''" And before

he gave up Israel into the hands of the Assyrians, he seems, again speaking after the

manner of men, to have a hesitation or debate in his own mind, whether he
should do so or not :

' How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall I deliver

thee, Israel ? How shall I make thee as Admah ? How shall I set thee as Zeboim ?

Mine heart is turned within me ; my repcntings are kindled together. '^ And when
our Saviour could not prevail upon Jerusalem to repent of their sins, and embrace
his doctrine,—when he was obliged to pass sentence upon them, and to tell them
that the things of their peace were hid from their eyes, and that their enemies
should cast a trench about the city, and should lay it even with the ground, he
could not speak of it without tears ; and 'wdien he beheld the city, he wept
over it.'*

4. The next thing to be considered, concerning the patience of God, is, how the

glory of it is consistent with that of his vindictive justice ; or how he may be said

to defer the punishment of sin, and yet appear to be a sin-hating God. It is cer-

tain, that the glory of one divine perfection cannot interfere with that of another.

As justice and mercy meet together in the work of redemption, so justice and
patience do not oppose each other in any of the divine dispensations. Their de-

mands, it is true, seem to be different : justice requires that the stroke should bo
immediately given, while patience insists on a delay. Without this, patience does
not appear to be a divine perfection ; and if it is so, and its glory is as necessary

to be displayed as that of any of his other perfections, it must be glorified in this

I Amos iv. 8, 11. m Hos. vi. 5. n Chap. v. 12. o Psal. Ixxviii. 38-
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world, by delaying the present exercise of the highest degree of vindictiye justice,

or it cannot be glorified at all. Justice will be glorified throughout all the ages of

eternity, in those who are its objects ; but patience can then have no glory, since,

as has been before observed, the greatest degree, either of happiness or of misery,

is inconsistent with its exercise. This being, therefore, a perfection which redounds

so much to the divine honour, we niu.st not suppose that there is no expedient for

its being glorified, or that the glory of vindictive justice is inconsistent with it.

Now the harmony of these two perfections must be a little considered. [Sqg

Note 2 G, page 126.] Justice, it is true, obliges God to punish sin; yet it does

not oblige him to do it immediately : tlie time, as well as the way, is to be resolved

into his sovereign will. In order to make this appear, let us consider, that the de-

sign of vindictive justice, in all the punishment it inflicts, is either to secure the

glory of the holiness of God, or to assert his rights as the Governor of the world.

If, then, the deferring of punishment doth not interfere with either of these, then

the glory of God's patience is not inconsistent with that of his vindictive justice.

Now the glory of his holiness, as connected with the display of his patience, is

sufficiently secured. Though he delays to punish sin in the highest degree, yet,

at the same time, he appears to hate it, by the threatenings which he hath denounced

against sinners, which shall certainly have their accomplishment. If he says

that ' he is angry with the wicked every day,' and that ' his soul hateth them,' is

there any reason to suppose the contrary ? Or if he has threatened that ' he will

rain upon them snares, fire, and brimstone, and an horrible tempest, which shall be

the portion of their cup,' and that because, ' as the righteous Lord, he lovetli right-

eousness/ " is not this a sufficient security for the glory of his holiness, against any

thing that might be alleged to detract from it ? If threatened judginents be not

sufiicient, for the present, to evince the glory of this divine perfection, it will follow,

on the other hand, that the promises he has made of blessings not yet bestowed,

are to be as little regarded for the encouraging of our hope, and the securing of

the glorv of his other perfections ; and then his holiness would be as much blem-

ished in delaying to reward, as it can be supposed to be in delaying to punish. If,

therefore, the truth of God, which will certainly accomplish his threatenings,

be a present security for the glory of his holiness, it is not absolutely necessary

that vindictive justice should be immediately exercised in the destruction of

sinners, and so exclude the exercise of God's forbearance and long-suffering.

Moreover, there are many terrible displays of God's vindictive justice in his

present dealing with sinners. ' The Lord is known by the judgment which

he executes,' as well as by those which he designs to pour forth, on his enemies.

The wicked are now ' snared in the work of their own hands ;' and in the end they

shall be ' turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.' ^ If vindictive

justice takes occasion to inflict many temporal and spiritual judgments upon sin-

ners in this world, then the glory of God's holiness is illustrated at the same time

that his patience is prolonged. This may be observed in God's dealing with his

murmuring and rebellious people in the wilderness ; which gave him occasion to

take notice of the abuse of his patience, and to say, * How long will this people

provoke me ? and how long wiU it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I

have showed among them ?' ^ Justice was now ready to strike the fatal blow. ' I

will,' says God, ' smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them.' This gave

Moses occasion to intercede for them, and to plead the glory of God's patience.

' The Lord is long-sutfering, and of great mercy : Pardon,' said he, ' I beseech thee,

the iniquity of this people, as thou hast forgiven them from Egypt, even until now ;*

by which he means, as I humbly conceive, ' Spare thy people, as thou hast often

done, when, by reason of their provocations, thou mightest justly have destroyed

them.' And God answers him in the following words, ' I have pardoned, according

to tliy word ;' but he adds, ' As truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the

glory of the Lord,' tliat is, with the report of the glory of his vindictive justice,

which should be spread far and near ; and then he threatens them that they, that

is, those who murmured against him, should not see the land of Canaan. Vindic-

u Psal. xi. 6, 7. X Psal. ix. 16, 17. y Numb. xiv. 11, 18—2L
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tive justice, therefore, had its demands fulfilled in one respect, while patience was

glorified in another. The psalmist referring to the occurrence, sajs, ' Thou

ausweredstthcm, O Lord,' namely, Moses' prayer for them ; 'thou wast a God that

forgavest them, though thou tookest vengeance of their inventions.' ^

Consider, again, the vindictive justice of God, as tending to secure his rights

as the Governor of the world, and as being ready to take vengeance for sin, which

attempts to control his sovereign authority, and disturb the order of his govern-

ment. The stroke of justice may be suspended for a time, that it may make way
for the exercise of patience, provided there be no just occasion given for men to

trample on the sovereignty of God, despise his authority, or rebel against him,

without fear. Now these consequences will not necessarily result from his extending

forbearance to sinners. We do not find that delaying to inflict punishment among

men is any prejudice to their government ; and why should we suppose that the

divine government should sulfer any injury by it? When a prince puts otf the trial

of a malefactor for a time, in order that the indictment may be more fully proved,

and the equity of his proceedings may more evidently appear, the postponement is

always reckoned a greater excellency in his administration, than if he should proceed

too hastily. And we never find that such a course tends to embolden the criminal, as

impunity would do ; for he is punished, in part, by the loss of his liberty, and if he

be convicted, he loses the privilege of an innocent subject, his life is forfeited, and

he is in daily expectation of having it taken away. Now if such a method, or the

allowing of a reprieve to some for a time, tends to secure the rights of a govern-

ment, may not God stop the immediate proceedings of vindictive justice for a time,

without the least infringement either on his holiness, or on his rectoral justice ?

5. We come now to consider how the patience of God is to be improved by us.

Since it is a divine perfection, and there is a revenue of glory due to God for the

display of it, we ought to exercise those graces, which it engages us to. Some of the

divine attributes tend to excite our fear ; but this should draw forth our admiration

and praise. We have special reason to adore and admire it, when we consider how

justly he might destroy us. The best man on earth may say, with the psalmist,

' If thou. Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who shall stand ?'y He need not

watch for occasions, or diligently search out some of the inadvertencies of life, in

order to find matter for our conviction and condemnation. The multitude and the

heinous aggravation of our sins, proclaim our desert of punishment, and might pro-

voke his vengeance, and immediately draw it down upon us. What farther enhances

our guilt is, that we provoke him, though laid under the highest obligations to serve

and love him. IIow easily, too, might he bring ruin and destruction upon us I He
does not forbear to punish us for want of power, as earthly kings often do ; or be-

cause the exercise of justice might weaken his government, or occasion some rebel-

lions which could not easily be put a stop to. David says concerning himself, that

he was 'weak, though anointed king,' and that on occasion of Joab's having forfeited

his life, when the necessity of affairs required the suspending of his punishment,

'the sons of Zeruiah were too hard for him.'^ No such thing can be said of God ; he

is represented as ' slow to anger, and great in power ;''^ that is, he docs not punish,

though he easily could. It would be no greater difficulty for him immediately to

destroy an ungodly world, than it is to crush a moth or a worm, or to break a leaf.

"Finite power can make no resistance against that which is infinite. What are briars

and thorns before the consuming fire ?

Let us take heed that we do not abuse the divine patience. It is a crime to

abuse the mercy of God, even in the smallest instances of it ; and much more is it

so to slight and contemn the riches of his forbearance or mercy, as extended to so

great a length as it has been to most of us. This crime is committed by those

who- infer from his forbearing to pour forth his fury on sinners, that he neglects

the government of the world ; or who take occasion from it to deny a providence
;

or who, because his threatenings are not executed at present, do, as it were, defy

him to do his worst against them. This some are represented as doing, with an

uncommon degree of presumption, and with a scoff ; for they are termed ' scoffers,

X Psal. xcix. 8. y Psal. cxxx. 3. z 2 Sam. iii. 39. a Nalum :. 3.
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vralking after their own lusts ; saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since

the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as tliej were, from the beginning of the

creation.'^ Again, God's patience is abused bj those who take occasion from it to

sin presumptuously ; and who, because he not only delays to punish, but, at the

same time, expresses his willingness to receiye returning sinners at what time
soever they truly repent, become emboldened to persist in their rebellion, conclud-

ing that it is time enough to submit to him. This is not only to abuse, but, as it

were, to wear out his patience : it is to provoke his indignation, like them of whom
it is said, that ' because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,

therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.'° But you
will say, " These are uncommon degrees of wickedness, which only the vilest

part ot mankind are chargeable with." We add, therefore, that a bare neglect to

improve our present season and day of grace, or to embrace the great salvation

offered in the gospel, is an abuse of God's patience. This will certainly affect the

greatest number of those who are favoured with the gospel-dispensation. Indeed,
who are they that improve it as they ought? All therefore are said, more or less,

to abuse the patience of God,—a consideration which affords matter of great hu-
miliation in his sight. Now, that we may be duly sensible of this sin, together
with the consequences of it, let us consider that it argues the highest ingratitude,

—especially, in a professing people. The apostle, when reproving the Jews for

this sin, puts a very great emphasis on every word when he says, ' Or despisest

thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suftering ?''^ Let us
consider, also, that the consequence of this sin is very destructive ; inasmuch as

the opportunity afforded us by the divine patience is the only one which we can
ever enjoy for seeking after those things which relate to our eternal welfare. What
stress does the apostle lay on the word 'now,' which is twice repeated, as well as

on the word ' behold,' which notes that he had something remarkable to communi-
cate, when he says, ' Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of

salvation.'^ Another consideration, and a very awakening one, is, that the abuse of

God's patience will expose finally impenitent sinners to a greater degree of his

vengeance. When the forbearance of God had been extended to Israel for many
years, from his bringing them up out of the land of Egypt, and the exercise of it

had been attended all that time with the means of grace, and many warnings of

approaching judgments, he tells them, ' You only have I known, of all the families

of the earth; therefore will I punish you,' that is, my wrath shall fall more heavily
upon you, ' for all your iniquities.'^ And when God is represented, as coming to

reckon with Babylon, the cup of his wrath, it is said, must be filled double. ' How-
much she hath glorified herself,' saith God, 'and lived deliciously, so much sorrow
and torment give her ; for she saith in her heart, I sit as a queen, and am no
widow, and shall see no sori'ow.'^

Let us, on the other hand, improve God's patience, by duly considering the
great end and design of it, and what encouragement it affords to universal holiness.

It is a great relief to those who are at the very brink of despair ; for if, apprehend-
ing themselves to be yet in a state of unregeneracy, they cannot say that it has
hitherto led them to repentance, let them consider that a door of hope is still open,
and that the golden sceptre is held forth, the invitation given to come to Christ.

Let this consideration excite us to a diligent attendance on the means of grace ;

for though forbearance is not to be mistaken, as it is by many, for forgiveness, yet
we are encouraged to wait and hope for it, in all God's holy institutions, accord-
ing to the tenor of the gospel. And they who are not only spared but pardoned,
to whom grace has not only been offered but savingly applied, may be encouraged to

hope for farther displays of grace, as well as to improve, with the greatest dili-

gence and thankfulness, what they have received.

Finally, Let us consider the great obligation we are laid under, by the patience
of God, to a constant exercise of the grace of patience, in our behaviour towards
God and man. We are laid under the highest engagements by it to submit to

b 2 Pet. iii. 3. 4. c Eccl. viii. 11. d Rom. ii. 4.
e 2 Cor. vi. 2. f Amos iii. 2. g Rev. xviii. 6, 7.
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preserved, and ' all flesh not perish out of it,' from the deluge till Christ's second

coming, and that, during this time, the regular course of nature should not be

altered, but ' that seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night, should not cease.'™ There are also promises made to the church in

general,—such as that it should have a being in the world, notwithstanding all the

shocks of persecution which it is exposed to, that the ordinances of divine worship

should be continued, and that, ' in all places where he records his name, he will

come to his people and bless them.*" lie has promised also that his church shall

be increased and built up,—that to Shiloh, the great Redeemer, should the 'gather-

ing of the people be,'—that he would 'multiply them that they should not be few,

and also glorify them that they should not be small,'"—and that the glory should

be of an increasing nature, especially that which it should arrive to in the latter

ages of time, immediately before its exchanging this militant state for a triumphant
one in heaven. Moreover, there are many great and precious promises made to parti-

cular believers. These every one of them liave a right to lay claim to ; and this they

are often enabled to do by faith, which depends entirely on this perfection. These
promises are such as respect the increase of grace,—that tliey shall ' go from
strength to strength,' or that ' they who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength,'?

—that they shall be recovered after great backslidings,'! and be enabled to perse-

vere in that grace which is begun in them, till it is crowned with complete victory,'

—that they shall be made partakers of that inward peace and joy which accompa-
nies or flows from the truth of grace, ^—and that all this shall be followed by per-

fect blessedness in heaven at last.* The scripture abounds with such promises,

suited to every condition, and fitted to afford relief to God's people under all the

difficulties they meet with in tlie world ; and the accomplishment of them is made
sure to them by the divine faithlulness.

It is objected against this divine attribute, that God, in some instances, has not
fulfilled his threatcnings, which has tended to embolden some in a course of ob-

stinacy and rebellion against him,—particularly that the first threatening was not
executed as soon as man fell ; for though God told our first parents, that ' in the

very day they should eat of the forbidden fruit, they should surely die,' yet Adam
lived after this nine hundred and thirty years." It is also objected, that though
God threatened to destroy Nineveh, within forty days after Jonah was sent to pub-
lish this message to them,'' they continued in a flourishing state many years after.

—

As to what respects the first threatening, that death should immediately ensue upon
sin being committed, we shall have occasion to speak on it in its proper place. ^ All

that needs be replied to it at present is, that the threatening was, in some respect,

executed the day, yea, the moment in which our first parents sinned. If we un-
derstand it in a legal sense, they were immediately brought into a state of condem-
nation ; which, in a forensic sense, is often called death. They were immediately
separated from God, the fountain of blessedness, and plunged into all those depths
of misery which were the consequence of their fall. Or if we understand ' death'
to mean, what certainly was one ingredient in it, either the separation of soul and
body, or the greatest degree of punishment, consisting in everlasting destruction
li-om the presence of the Lord, and the glory of his power, it is suflicient to say,

that man's being liable to it was the principal thing intended in the threatening.

Certainly God did not design to tie up his own hands, so as to render it impossible

for him to remit the offence, or to recover the fallen creature out of this deplorable

state. If you take ' death ' for that which is natural, which was not inflicted till

nine hundred and thirty years alter, we may say that his being on the very day
that he sinned exposed to it, or brought under an unavoidable necessity of dying,

might be called his dying from that time. The scripture will warrant our using
the word in this sense ; for the apostle, speaking to those who were, by sin, liable

to death, says, ' The body is dead because of sin,'^ that is, it is exposed to death,

m Gen. ix. 11. compared with chap. viii. 22. n Exod. xx. 24. o Gen. xlix. 10. compared
uiih Jer. xxx. 19. p P*;il. Ixxxiv. 7- and Isa. xl. 31. q Psal. xxxvii. 24. Psal. Ixxxix. 3U—£3.
r 2 Ci>r. xii. 9. Rom. xvi. 20. Job xvii. 9. 1 Cor. xv. 67- s I^a. xl. 1. chap. Ivii. 19 chap, xxxii. 17.

t I'shI. Ixxiii. 24. 2 'J'iiii. iv. H. u (ieii. ii. 17. comiiateil with chap. v. 5. x Jon. iii. 4.

J See Quest, xx. z Rom. viii. lO.
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as the consequence of sin, though it was not actually dead. And if we take death

for a liability to eternal destruction, the threatening must be supposed to contain

a tacit condition implying that man was to expect nothing but eternal death, un-

less some expedient were found out which the miserable creature then knew nothing

of, to recover him from the state into which he was fallen.—As to what concerns

the sparing of Nineveh, we have sufficient ground to conclude that there was a

condition annexed to the threatening that it should be destroyed. The meaning
therefore, is, that they should be destroyed in forty days, if they did not repent.

This condition was designed to be made known to them; otherwise Jonah's preach-

ing would have been to no purpose, and the warning given would have answered

no valuable end. It is plain, too, that the Ninevites understood the matter in this

sense ; otherwise there would have been no room for repentance. God, therefore,

connected the condition with the threatening. And as, on the one hand, he de-

signed to give them repentance,—so that the event was not dubious and undeter-

mined by him, as depending on their conduct, abstracted from his providence ; so,

on the other hand, there was no reflection cast on his truth,—because the provi-

sionarv expedient for their deliverance was as much known by them as the threat-

ening itself.

It is objected that several promises have not had their accomplishment. Thus there

are several promises of spiritual blessings which many believers do not experience

the accomplishment of in this life,—a circumstance which has given occasion to

some to say with the psalmist, 'Doth his promise fail for evermore ? '* All the

promises of God are not liteially fulfilled in this world to every particular believer.

The promise of increase of grace is not actually fulfilled, while God suffers his

people to backslide from him, and while the work of grace is rather declining than

sensibly advancing. Nor are the promises respecting the assurance and joy of

faith fulfilled to one that is sinking into the depths of despair,—or those that re-

spect the presence of God in ordinances, to such as are destitute of the influences

of his grace in observing them,—or those of victory over temptation, to such as arc

not only assaulted but fi'equently overcome by Satan, when it is as much as they

can do to stand their ground against him. There are also many other instances of

a similiar nature. Notwithstanding all these, however, the faithfulness of God
may be vindicated, if we consider, that there is no promise of wliich there are not

some instances of accomplishment. This fact is a sufficient evidence to the world,

that there are such blessings bestowed as God has promised. Those, again, who
are denied these blessings, may possibly be mistaken when they conclude them-
selves to be believers ; and then it is no wonder that they are destitute of them,
for God has promised to give joy and peace only in a way of believing-, or to give

first the truth of grace, and then its comfortable fruits and effects. But we wiU
suppose that they are not mistaken, but have experienced the grace of God in truth,

and then their graces are so defective that they know but little of their own imper-
fections, if they do not take occasion from a consciousness of these to justify God for

withholding his blessings from them, and to adore, rather than call in question, the

equity of liis proceeding. If remunerative justice be not laid under obligation to

bestow these blessings by any thing performed by us, then certainly the faithful-

ness of God is not to be impeached because he is pleased to deny them. Again, in

denying these blessings, he often takes occasion to advance his own glory in some
other way : he tries the faith and patience of his people, corrects them for their

miscarriages, humbles them by his dealings with them, and overrules all events

for their good in the end,—which is an equivalent for those joys and comforts which
are withheld. Indeed, God has never promised these blessings to any, but with
this reserve, that if he thinks it necessary for his own glory and their good, to bring

about their salvation some other way, he will do it; so that, when he does so, not
the least occasion is given to detract from the glory of his faithfulness. All those

promises, moreover, which have not had their accomplishment in kind, in this world,

shall be accomplished in the next, with the greatest advantage. Believers will

then have no reason to complain of even the least unfaithfulness in the divine ad-

a Psal. Ixxvii. 8.

I. Q
'
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ministration. If rivers of pleasure at God's right hand for ever, will not compen-
sate for the want of some comforts while wc are in this world, or silence all objec-

tions against his present dealings with men, nothing can do it ; or if the full accom-
plishment of all the promises hereafter will not secure the glory of God's faith-

fulness, it is a sign that men who deny it are disposed to contend with the Almighty.
To such, therefore, we may justly apply God's own words to Job, 'He that reprov-

eth God, let him answer it.' ' Wilt thou disannul my judgment? Wilt thou con-

demn me, tliat thou mayest be righteous?'^

We shall now consider how the faithfulness of God ought to be improved by us.

The consideration of it may be a preservative against presumption, on the one hand,

and despair, on the other. Let no one harden himself in his iniquity, or think that,

because the threatenings are not yet lully accomplished, they never shall. It is one

thing for God to delay to execute them, and another thing for him to resolve not to

do it. Because * our houses are safe from fear, and the rod of God is not upon them,'

we may vainly conclude that 'the bitterness of death is past;' but let it be consid-

ered, that ' the wicked are reserved for the day of destruction,—that they shall be

brouglit forth to the day of wrath. ''= The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

His threatenings lay him under an obligation to punish finally impenitent sinners
;

because he is a, God of truth. Let none therefore harden themselves against him,

or expect impunity in a course of open rebellion against him. On the other hand,

let not believers give way to despair of obtaining mercy, or conclude that, because

God is withdrawn, and hides his face from them, he will never return, or that be-

cause his promises are not immediately fulfilled, they never shall. His faithfulness

is their great security. ' He will ever be mindful of his covenant.'"^

Again, Let us compare the providences of God with his word, and see how every

thing tends to set forth his faithfulness. We are very stupid, if we take no notice

of the great things which are done in the world ; and we behold them to little pur-

pose, if we do not observe how this divine perfection is glorified in them. The
world continues to this day, because God has several things yet to do in it, in pur-

suance of his promises. The whole number of the elect are to be gathered, and
brought in to Christ ; their graces must be tried, and their faith built up in

the same way as it has been in former ages. The church, in consequence, is pre-

served ; and, according to his promise, ' the gates of hell have not prevailed against

it.'® As it was of old, so we observe now, tliat the various changes which are made
in civil affairs are all rendered subservient to the church's welfare. ' The earth

helps the woman,'*"—not so much Irom its own design, as by the appointment of pro-

vidence. And why does God order it so, but that his promises might be fulfilled ?

The continuance of his ordinances, and the eflacacy and success of them in the ex-

perience of believers, as the consequence of his presence with them, which he has

given them ground to expect ' unto the end of the world, 's are blessings in which

his faithfulness is eminently glorified.

Further, This divine perfection is a sure foundation for our faith. As his truth,

with respect to what he has revealed, is an iniallible ground for our faith of assent;

60 his faithfulness, in fulfilling his promises, affords the highest encouragement for

our trust and dependence on him. Hence we are said to ' commit the keeping of

our souls to him in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator ;'^ and when we lay the

whole stress of our salvation upon him, we have no reason to entertain any doubt

about the issue. Moreover, are we exposed to evils in this world ? We may con-

clude, that as ' he has delivered, and docs deliver,' so we have reason to ' trust in

him, that he will deliver us.'' And is there much to be done for us, to make us

meet for heaven ? We may be ' confident of this very thing, that he that has

begun a good Avork in us, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.'''

Again, The faithfulness of God suould bo improved by us, as a remedy against

that uneasiness and anxiety of mind whicli we often have about the future, espe-

cially when events seem to run counter to our expectation. When, for example,

b Jol) xl. 'J. compared with vcr. 8. c Job xxi. 9. compared with ver. 30. d Psal. cxi. 5.

e Matt. xvi. 18. f Uev. xii. 16. g Matt, xxviii. -JO. h 1 Pet. iv. 19. i 2 tor. i. 1(».

k Fu)!. i, (J.
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there is but a very melancholy prospect before us, as to what concerns the glorj of

God and tlie flourishing state of his church in the world, and we are ready to say

with Joshua, ' Lord, what wilt thou do unto thy great name ?'^ or when we have

many sad thoughts of heart about the rising generation, and are in doubt whether
they will adhere to or abandon the interest of Christ ; when we are ready to fear

whether there will be a reserve of faitliful men, who will stand up for his gospel,

and fill the places of those who are called off the stage, after having served their

generation by the will of God ; when we are too much oppressed with cares

about our outward condition in the world ; when, like Christ's disciples, wo
are immoderately thoughtful ' what we shall eat, what wo shall drink, or wliertwith

we shall be clotlied,'"' or how we shall be able to conflict with the difficulties that

lie before us,—our great relief against all our solicitude is to be derived from the

faithfulness of God. Since godliness has the promise annexed to it, of ' the life

that now is,' as well as of ' that which is to come,'" this promise shall have its ac-

complishment, so far as shall most redound to God's glory, and our real advantage.

Finally, The consideration of the faithfulness of God should be improved, to

humble us, and to fill us with shame and confusion of face, when we consider how
treaclierously we have dealt with him,—how unsteadfast we have been in his cove-

nant,—how often we have broken our own promises and resolutions, that we would
walk more closely with him,—how frequently we have backslidden irom him, contrary

to all the engagements which we have been laid under. Have we found any unfaith-

fulness in him ? Has he, in the least instance, been worse than his word ? As God
says, when he reproves his people, ' What iniquity have your fathers found in me,
that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?'^

1 Josh. vii. 9. m Matt. vi. 31. n I Tim. iv. 8. o Jer. ii. 5.

[Note Z. The Communicable and the Incommunicable Perfections of God.—The distinction be-
tween eomniunicahle and iMcomniuiiicable perfections ol Deitv, ought not to be made. All the divine

perfections are alike absolute, alike glorious, alike infinite, alike identical with divinit\. Thev are

not, as Dr. Ridgeley himselt alterwarcis leaches, to be considered as apart from Goii, or as proper-

ties of the dixine subsistence. God's perfections are God himself, and God himself is his perfections.

To suppose some of them to be more and some of them less distinctive of Deity, or some to be
communicable and some incommunicalile, is to conceive of the divine subsistence abstractedly from
itself, or to compare God with God. Mere ' resemblances' between the creature and the Creator do
not lessen the distance liet^een finitude and infinitude. Holiness, power, and laithfulnes-s, as they
exist in Deit\, are as truly infinite, as truly charactt ristic ol divinity, as though no resemblances of

them were found in men and angels ; and, as divine perfections, are as strictly incommunicable, and
as entirely ri-mote Irom any properties of a creature, as immutability and independence. All re-

semblances between what is infinite and what is finite are distant, analogical, and lemotely com-
parative. If holiness be called a communicable perfection, because man was created a sinless

being, immutability may as justly be called so, because the ph_\ sical movements and agencies ol the
universe were made uniform and unvarjin^. Durability and unchangeableness are as much illus-

trated by the staiiilit\ of the earth and ot the 'everla>ting hills,' and the regularity of the seasons
and of chemical agencies, as holintss and truth are by the character impressed on Adam in creation.
^Yhat some writers have termed distinctively the natural and the moral perfections of God, are
displa}ed respecti\ely in his natuial and bis moral works, and have produced in these just those
remote resemblances whence we deiive our ideas of their nature. Hence any distinction \\ liich is

warrantable, has relereiice, not to the perfections themselves, but to the sphere in which they are
displayed, and the effects which they produce. When we think of God as making woilds out of
nothing;, we speak uf his power; when we think of him as the source of all created lieing, we speak
of his sell-e.\istence ; when we think of him as sustaining universal nature, we speak of his inde-

pendeiice , w hen we think of him as entertaining unifoi m purposes, and as };overning his creatures by
uniform laws, we ^peak ol his immutability; when we think of him as opposing sin. as cieating

minds imbued with love to his service, an<l as regenerating and sanctil\ing (ttpra\ed iiitelii(.;ences,

we s|)eak ol his holiness; when we think ol him as making promises, and in\ariabl\ lullilling them,
or as t stablishing [innciples, and invariably verit_\ing them, we speak ot his faithlulness ; iind when
we think of his i.elaj ing to inflict punishment on transgressors, of his planning, reveal ng, and estab-

lishing the (ovenantof redemption, and of bis enlightening the undt i standings, subduing the hostil-

ity, renewing the wills, and captivating the aiTet tionsof btlievers in Ciirist, we sp. ak o( his patience,

his mercy, and his j^race. In all ol these cases, however.—in each or any as truly as in others—
—there is simpiv a display of his periections,—a disphu of Deity. In none, is tliere a comviunica-
tiun u\ bis periections: in none, tlie iniparting of stub a peculiar or distmguislJing resembl.iiice of

himselt, as occasions or warrants an alislract conception of one of his iittributes Irom another.
Evir\ thing <ii\iiie is essentiallv, or in its very nature, iiicoinmunicable.

'I'de i.istimtion beiwetn connnuniciiile aid inctinimuiiit able pi r eetions of Diit'., like many
other el^l iiiii ions liitioniiced b> tlie scliolaslic tbiolo^N, has iniiired ti'c siiiiplicit_\ of scripture in-

B'.rueucn, i.iin i.llon.ed emouiageincnt to i.aring speiuunion and to iiior. fiigh Arianism, in oar-
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ticular, avnils itself of it, to sanrtioii hikI (lefeiid its insidious and destructive dogma respertiup the

semi-divinity of Christ. But li-t just views of the divine perfections be entertained, let them he

seen as essentially iiicommunicalil , and as just Deity himself, and all such speculations as tho>e of

Arianism w ill stand as stultified in the view of reason as the\ appear wicked in tlie eve of revelation.

_Ed]
[NoTi* 2 A. Connerion between Uncompoundedness and Eternal Duration.—The argument for the

future eternity of God from his being ' void of all composition, ' is based on false premises, and
ought not to he use<l. The dissolution of some heings, and thi- future eternal duration of others,

does not, as Dr. Ridgeley assumes, depend on their hiing compounded or not compounded of parts.

Angels and the souls of men are ' void of composition,' and yet are not necessarily eternal. The
duration, as truly as the oiigin ami the sustenance, of their being, depends entirely on the divine

will, and arises solely from the divine purpose. The glorified bodies of saints, on the other hand,

will be compounded of parts, ami yet will not be subject to dissolution, but will exist for ever.

Even mari's natural body, as it was originally created, possessed perfect adaptation to perpetuity

of existence; and not till doomed to corruptibility b. the divine will in punishment of sin, did it

contain any seed or germ of dissolution. Dr. Ridgeley's idea that 'dissolution arises from the con-

trariety of the parts' of compounde<l lieings, and from ' the ten<iency of these to destroy one another,*

is utterly incompatible with the doctrine of the divine sovereignty, with tiie penal nature of mor-
tality and corruptibility in man, and with the reiiemptional and gracious character of the eternal

existence of the souls and bodies of the saved. His adoption of the ide;i, and the use which he
makes of it in raising an argument for the future eternity of God, are an illustration of how prone
even so well-toned and strong a mind as his is to err, when it wanders from the supreme guidance
of revelation, and attempts to prove an aiistract or elementary doctrine from what he terms ' the

light of nature.' So obvious a truth as God's future eteinity is peculiarly liable to be obscured,

and rarely receives elucidation, when attempted to be proved or illustrated by any hut plain scrip-

tural considerations.

—

Ed.]
[Note 2 IJ. Omnipresence —Dr. Ridgeley, in this paragraph, distinguishes four kinds of omnipre-

sence,— first, such as Paul had when he was at Corinth in spirit, while absent in body,—secondly,

such as a king has, when he is in many places by his authority,—thiruly, such as matter has, when
view ed as in all parts of the universe,—ami lastly, such as is proper and peculiar to Deity. Now these

are so essentially different each from the others, that they ought to be all designated by different

names, and treated as entirely distinct things. The first is metaphorical ubiquity ; the second is re-

presentation ; the third is extension ; and only the last is omnipresence. Extension is a property of

matter, and ought no more to be placed in the same category with a divine perfection, than cubicity,

opacity, colour, or any other jihysical property. Representation—especially the representation of a

king in the person of viceroys and iiderior magistrates—implies the necessary absence and even the
personal ignorance of the individual re presented ; ami, so far from possessing affinity or resemblance,
it exhi'iits contrariety or contrast, to tiie divine perfection. Uliiquity, indeed, may lequire to be dis-

tinguished fiom omrdscience ; but as a literal property, it does not exist. What is denoted by it

is the capacity of being in many place s at once ; ami it is simply an invention of the schoolmen,
applied to the gloiitied humanity of Chiist. to obviate the physical dilficulties, or the physical impos-
sibility, implied in their doctrine of transubstantiation. Metaphorical ubiquity, or the capacity of
being in many places 'in spirit' or in imagination, is, 'as a phrase,' only a remote accommodation of the
scholastic invention ; lor even it does not imply the capacity of thinking of many places at once, but
the capacity of thinking of many places, or of imaginarily visiting tHi m, in riipi<i succession. Words
and ideas are onlv obscured and confounded, when extension, representation, and metaphorical ubi-

quity, are placed in the same connexion, and classed under the same generic epithet as divine omni-
presence.

Dr. Ridgeley, in the paragraph which follows, makes another distinction, which, though not so
grotesque and mischievous as this, is at least unnecessary, and ought therefoie to be avoided. He
distinguishes between the essential and the influential presence ol God; and again distributes the
Urflueiitial presence iiito CdUimorr arrd special. Now the essential presence of Goil is just his omni-
preserree. Why, then, (le[)art from that designation, and introimce another? Can any reason be
assigiii d, exiu pt that an opportunity is sought to flourish a distinction,—to exhibit an antithesis,

to attract the ear with tire alliterative jingle 'essential jiresence,' 'iiitiuential presence?' Better
phrases, because more scriptural, may be totind, too, to denote what is mearrt by 'the common' and
'the special' preseiice of God. If by God's corirriion prcseiice is mearrt, as Dr. Ridgeley says,

'that by which he upholds and governs all things,' its proper name is either power or pr-oudence.
'Special presence,' though not seriously objectionable, would be ad vantau'i ously substituted by
'gracious presence.' Either let it be reiaineil, however, ami let Dr. Ridgeley's other distinctions

or rather the scholastic distirictioris which he adopts—be e.\|)lode(l; and there will remain only two
phrases of kindred character.— ' special presence,' and ' omirr|)reseirce ;' while oilrer terms will be
used—'providence,' 'ubiquity,' 'representation,' and 'exiensioii'—as distirrct Irom oire arrother,

aird from the word 'omnipresence,' as the ideas which they lespectiveh express. How preferable

is a terminology which possesses a distinct word lor ever} distinct idea, to one which dusters under
the same epitliet the most various, or even contrary corrce|)tions, and creates occasion for ostenta-

tious and bewildering distinctions ! On all subjects, iirdeed, such a terminology does not exist;
but whenever, as on the sirbjects clustered irnuer the head ol omnipresence, K is sanctioned by
scripture, and virtually presented in its simple [ihraseology, it ought to be followed and cherished
as no riiearr expositor ol revealed truihs Eu.]
Note 2 C. T/ie Absolute and the Ordinate Power of God.— The distinction between absolute and

ordinate power is loimded on a rireiapliv sical view ot the human mind. Man's will is deteriiriiied

by motives. He has the ()o\^er ot acting in one of two, or iir aii_\ of several ways; and Ire acts ia



THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 125

only one of thpm, according to the di'teriniimtioii of liis will. His power, vie » e<l irrespectively of Itis

will, is CHllt'd absolute ; and, viewid ;is d termine<l or defined by it, is called ordinate, but cut the

same distinction he with propriety maile in ret. rence to (Jod ? Miin's motives, or those qualitii-s in

ohjects, considerations, or inducements, which deterniine his will, and delin? the exercise ol his

power, are all exterior to himsolt. His will is dependent and relative : it is s^^ayed by objects and

influemes which come unbidden helore him. ami acts, not absolutely, hs if he stood alone iind inde-

pendent, but in relation to the (Mrcuinstances in which be is placed by supieme soven itfii disposal.

God's will, on the contrary, is stiictly absolute : it is his ' mere good pleasure,'— the counsi-l of his

own will:' it acts, as to motive, in sell-existent and supreme in(ii'p;ii(ience. God, and his \\\\\. and

his power, and his glory, are phrases expressive, not of distinct things, but of different modes of

contemplating Deity. His power, view it as we may, is co-extensive with his will and his glory : it

is power to do whatever he wills, or whatever comports with his holiness and wisdom. He wills

whatever his power perlorms; and his power pertorms whatever his will determines. Contemplated

either as resolving, or as acting, or as displaying any one perfection, he is supreme, infinite, inde-

pendent, incoinprthensible, the same in ch^iiacter, the same in subsistence, the same in essential

manifestation. Caution, therefore, ought to be used not to raise a distinction whi(h suggests any

such idea, in our views of Deity, as that of 'ordinate power' in man,—of a limitation or

defining of abilit\ by volitions dependent on exterior motives. Whatever is proj)er or peculiar to

the creature, niust not, by any analogy, be made the basis of a distinction with reference to the

Creator. The instance adduced by Dr. Ridgeley in illustration of his distinction—the divine

economy with regard to the fallen angels—ought to he viewed in connexion, not with God's power,

but with the character or glory of his moral ailminisiration.

—

Ed.]

[Note 2 D. The Objects of God's Knowledye ' As intelligent agents, we know, in many instances,

what things we can do, though we will never do them.' Does Dr. Ridgeley, by this statement,

mean that we know what things we have resolved not to do,—that we know what things we have

power but not inclination to do,—or that we know contingently effects of our power which may
be prevented by our will? His words may be construed to bear any of the three meanings; an(f,

whichever of the three they bear, thev tail to sanction or illustrate his position in reference to the

objects of God's kiiou ledge. To know what things we have resolved not to do, is only negatively

to know what things we have resolved to do : it is to know actual objects or events in the light of

their opposites; lor there is no know bilge, no idea of an absolute nonentity or nej^ation. To know
what things we have power but not inclination to do, is simply to know, in any given circumstances,

that we are dependent creatures, influenced by motives, and that, in the exeicise of Ireedom to

aiiopt uny of several modes ol acting, we are restricted to one by the determination of our will. Again,

to know contingently effects of our power which may be prevented by our will, or to know things

as contingently existing, is simply either to conjecture what shall happen or e.xist, cr to substitute

fiction for reality, imagination tor discernment. Now, in none ol these three wa\s which have
been named is there any affinity between man's 'knowing what things he can do, though he will

never do them,' and God's 'knowing many things that he will not do.' Knowledge, on God's
part, of what he has purposed not to do, is either knowledge of nonentities, or kno\\ ledge, nega-
tively considered, of what he has pro[)osed to do. But knowledge of nonentities is no knowledge
whatever, and is not to be predicated of God. Again, knowledge of several modes of action, one
of which must be adopted to the exclusion of the others, aeeoniing to the determination ol the will

by motives, is predicable onl\ of a dependent being, the circumstances of whose position are disposed
and controlled by a superior power. As to know ing things contingently, in the sense either of con-
jecture or of imagination, so far from being predicable of God, it exhibits a direct contrast to the
inlallible certainty of his knowledge. Dr. Ridgeley, in all he says respecting 'Gcd's knowing many
things that he will not do,' seems to forget the essential difference wliich exists between tlie will of God
ana the will of man. Pos-sihility and contingency, in reference to «hat may or can be done, are ideas
which affect only the imperfect, dependent, finite knowledge of the creature. What can exist,

what shall exist, and what are objects of knowledge, are all the same thing with God. His power
to do, his purpose to do, and his knowledge of what he will do, are strictly one thing viewed in

differ; nt phases. His knowledge, his will, and his power, are matters of distinct conception only
in accommodation to the capacities of the creature : they are not distinct in themselves, nor are
they distinct from God, All are different from the corresponding attributes of the creature, not
only in degree, but in essential nature. Man's power is derived and contingent ; his will is de-
pendent and relative ; his knowledge is exoteric in its sources and evidential in its basis. To say
that 'he knows many things which he can do, though be will never do them,' is consistent with
the imperfection of his nature ; but to say the same thing of God seems derogatory to his independ-
ence, and to the undividedness of his attributes.

Dr. Ridgeley 's appeal in support of his sentiment to scripture, appears to be far from successful.

God's • calling things that be not as though they were,' is simply his creating something out of
nothing,—his acting with the same power without materials as with them. His knowledge re-

specting Saul and the men of Keilah, was not knowledge of what they would have done, had not
his providence prevented it,' but knowledge of the secret and vain purposes of their hearts : in other
words, it was not knowledge of events as contingent, but absolute knouletige of actual and in-
effective intentions.

—

Ed.]
[Note '2 E. Mali's natural knowledge of God To say that God has 'instamped the knowledge of

his pertectioiis on the souls and consciences of men,' savours strongly of the doctrine of innate
ideas. Are men born with a knowledge of God's perfections? Have they it constitutionally 'in-
stamped' on their minds? If so, they are born with a revelation,—they have constitutionallv an
aeqiiaintrtiice with the divine justice, the divine patience, the divine mercy, the divine grace, and,
by couseqnciice. the divine method of saving the gniltw An innate revelation, a lOnsiitutloiial 'in-
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stamping' of religious knowledge, mti^-t either be so defective iis to be useless, or iiicliide all the

elements ot divine truth. But where is the evidence from consciousness, ol)ser\atioii, or the testi-

mony ot scripture, that, even in one particular such a revelation or instamping is possessed ? Do
not universal experience, universal history, the condition even ot man in pnradise, the principles of

all God's moral administration in our world, and the existence and progressive grant of a written re-

velation, expressly and forcil)iy contradict it?

The Gentiles 'who have not the law doing by nature the things contained in the law, and being

a law unto themselves,' proves only that they had consciences; just as Red Indians' acquaintance

with sounds and colours, though they are destitute of science, andthtir ability to reason, though desti-

tute ot formal logic and mathematics, prove that they have the faculties of perception and judgment.

Man is born with a power of perception; and, as his mind expands, he finds himself jiossessed of

organs and exterior lacilities for acquiring ideas. He is born with a power of judging; and, as his

mind expands, he enjoys constant occasion to detect relations among objects, and to iorm opinions.

He is born with a power of distinguishing betueen right and wrong; and as his mind ex|)aiids, he

has access to continual lessons, practical and theoretic, lor obtaining moral perceptions. Only his

powers, however, are innate: the objects of them are exoteric, and the materials with wliidi they

work are acquired. Just as he is not born with ideas of to ^ns and landscapes, or with opinions of

cookery an<l the chase ; so is he not born with a knowledge ot God and ot duty. Yet as certainly

as his taculty of perception is addressed by sounds and colours, and his faculty ot judging by the

collisions or "juxtaposition or chemical influences of objects, so certainly is his tacultv of moral dis-

cernment— his power of knowing right from wrong—his conscience—addressed immediately, pre-

ceptively, or traditionarily by revelation. Heathens, even in their darkest state, enjoy some rem-

nants ot' teaching from heaven. All educationally acquire some perceptions of right anU wrong,

—

some remote discernment of religious obligation and moral duty. All, in the absence of ' the law
'

'the law of Moses,' a written revelation

—

'are a lav unto themselves;' and though they are

• natural men,' though they are still in the state of ' nature ' peculiar to the children ot wrath, they

do ' by nature the things,' some things, * contained in the law.' Who does not see, however, that

the state of 'nature' in which they are a law unto themselves, is the state not of their constitu-

tional structure, not of their birth, not ol their tcetus or suckling condition, l)ut of their unregen-

erac\, their alienation Irom the life of God, their destitution of spirituality and ot a written reve-

lation ?— Ed.]
[Note 2 F. The disposing, the vindictive, and the remunerative Justice of God.—The scholastic dis-

tinctions, which Dr. Kidgeley adopts, between the disposing and the distributive, and again between

the vindictive and the remunerative, justice of God, tend, not to illustrate, but to obscure a sub-

ject of great simplicity. Tlie divine justice, view it as we may, is simply intiuite rectitude, in-

fallible eqiiitv, God doing what is right. To speak of his 'disposing justice,' and define it to be

' the shining forth of his holiness in all the dispensations ot his providence,' is just to give a general

and not very appropriate name to the mingled exercise of the divine wisdom, tlie divine mercy, the

divine grace, and what is called the divine vindictive and remunerative justice. Contusion ot ideas

is the sure and onlv result. The rectitude or equity ot Gou's moral administration, is a notion

which fully contains and clearly exhibits whatever is alluded to by distinctions as to his justice.

His dispensations in chastising or punishing for sin. are simply his equity in leference to his law ;

his dispensations in allotting men's external condition in the world, are simply his equity in refer-

ence to his sovereign good pleasure ; and his dispensations in bestowing the blessings of salvation

and eternal glorv on believers in Jesus, are simply his equit\ in reference to the substitutionary and

redemptional sutferings of Christ. He is just in punishing sin, because he inllicts only what is de-

served ; he is just in allotting to men various conditions in life, because he bestows on all unde-

served kindness, and withholds from none any merited favour ; and he is just in delivering believers

from the curse and raising them to blessedness, because Christ became a curse in their stead, and

has united himself to them as a souice of unending lite and glory. In all ot the dispensations, jus-

tice is simply equity, rectitude, doing what is right, and hoi).—Ed.]

[Note '2 G. The Harmony af the Divine Perfections.— In the preceding paragraph, and in other

passages, Dr. Ridgeley uses language respecting the distinguishableness of the divine perfections

which is incautious. To say, as he does, that ' the glory ot divine patience is as necessary to be

displayed as that of any of the other divine perfections,' suggests to the mind a notion that the per-

fections are distinct not only from Deity but even from one another. Such a notion, it is true, is

not intended to be conveyed; \et phraseology which suggests it ought, as carefully as possible, to

be avoided. The very phrase, 'harmony ot the divine perfections'—so approved, so common, so

popular among theologians—ought either to he (iiscarded, or to be carefully dehned. in a literal,

or in a strictly analogical sense, it is utterly objectionable. What is meant by it is the penect,

the infallible consistency, ot the divine actings or modes of manifestation. If, for illustrating this,

the various actings or modes of manifestation are compared, we shall find it safe, instead of using a

metaphor not sanctioned by scripture, to adopt the beautiful images of the inspired penman : 'Jus-

tice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne; mercy and truth shall go before thy face.

Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the lighl of thy

countenance ; in thy name shall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall they be ex-

alted.' (Ps. Ixxxix. 14, 15.) 'Mercy and truth are met together ; righteousness and peace have

kissed each other ; truth shall spring out of the earth ; and righteousness shall look down from

heaven ; yea, the liord shall give that which is guod, and our land shall vield her increase; righte-

ousness Miall go before him, and shall set us in the way ot his steps.' (I's. l.vxxv. 11 — 13.) The
Uieiaphors emplojed in these texts possess a signilicaney and an appropriateness which cannot be

louiiu in aiiv ot inan's devising. They appear to allude to the visitile and peculiar manifestations

ot Deity in connexion with the Old Covenant, and particularly to the fehechinali or cloud of the
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divine glory in the Holy of Holies. The 'throne' of the Shccliinah was over the ark of the cove-
nant, containing the tahlts of the law, the records of 'justice and judgment.' 'Die oracles ol the
Uriin and Thummiin, and tlie tokens of acceptance of sacrifice and complacency in tlie people—or

'truth and mercy,'— went tortli or forward from the Shechinah toward the priest or con^regHtioii

who were waiting without. The ministration of saciifice was upward, from the court of the
tabernacle, the s\ml)ol of 'the earth,' to the Holiest of all, the symbol of heaven ; and both the
oracles of the Uriin and Thummim and the manifested tokens of accepting sacrifice and blessing the
people, were from the Holiest of all toward the outer sanetuary ; and thus an emblem was afforded
of ' truth springing out of the eaith' in our liOni's ministrations on earth, and of righteousness looking
down from heaven, in his appearing for his people in the heavenly places to give them repentance
and remission of sins, and sending the Holy Spirit to lead them into all truth, and perform in them
the good pleasure of his goodness and the work of faith with power. There is hence, in the meta-
phors in question, an instructive significancy which has no counterpart in such phraseology as that
employed by Dr. Ridgeley.

—

Ed.]

THE SUPREMACY AND UNITY OF GOD.

Question VIII. Are there more Gods than one T

Answer, There is but one only, the living and true God.

TJie Supremacy of God.

In this answer, God is described as the living and true God. Life is the greatest

excellency belonging to the nature of any finite being. Some have concluded that
the lowest degree of it renders a creature more excellent in itself, than the most
glorious creatures that are without it. Intelligent creatures, in the same way,
have a superior excellency to all others ; because that which gives life to them, or

the principle by which, as such, they act, is most excellent. So the life of God is

that whereby he infinitely excels all finite beings. When, therefore, he is called

the living God, the phrase does not denote one single perfection of the divine

nature, but is expressive of all his divine perfections. Accordingly, when God re-

presents himself, in scripture, as giving his people the highest assurance of any
thing which he designs to do, and as using the form of an oath, and swearing by his

life, ' As I live,' or ' As truly as I live.'i' the language imports the same thing, as

when he says, ' By myself have I sworn. 'i Hence, when he is called the living God,
his glory is set forth as a God of infinite perfection. This, however, has been con-

sidered under the last answer.

We may farther observe, that when God is styled the living God, the phrase
denotes the display of all his perfections, in connection with life being a principle

of action. Hereby he is distinguished from lifeless idols, who were reputed gods
by their stupid and profane worshippers. The apostle lays down the terms as an-

tithetic, when he speaks to some, as having 'turned from idols,' or false gods,
' to serve the living and true God.''" Here we might consider the origin and pro-

gress of idolatry. Men were inclined to ' worship the creature more than the

Creator,'^ or ' to do service to them who by nature are no gods.'' Some seemed to

have been destitute of common sense, as they were of true religion, when they

not only worshipped God by idols of their own making, but prayed to them, and
said, ' Deliver us, for ye are our gods.' This the prophet takes notice of;" and he

exposes their unaccountable stupidity, observing to them that these gods were first

growing among the trees of the forest, then cut down with their own hands, and
fashioned into their designed form, and part of them cast into the fire, as destined

for common uses. These were literally lifeless gods ; and their senseless worship-

pers were but one remove from them :
' They that make them,' says the psalmist,

' are like unto them, and so is every one that trusteth in them.'^ But this subject

we shall have occasion to insist on in a following part of this work,^ and therefore

shall pass it over at present, and consider,

p Isa. xlix. 18. and Numb. xiv. 21. q Gen. xxii. 16. r 1 Thess. i. 9. s Rom. i. 25.

i Gal. iv. 8. u Isa. xlir. 17. x Psal. cxv. 8. y See Quest, cv.
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The Unity of God.

Scripture is very express in asserting the unity of the Godhead. It is said,

' The Lord our God is one Lord ;'^ and ' I, even I, am he ; and there is no God

with me ;'* and ' The Lord, he is God ; there is none else besides him ;'^ and else-

where, ' Thou art God alone. '*= This truth is not founded merely on a few places

of scripture which expressly assert it, but may be deduced from every part of it.

Yea, it is instamped on the very nature of man, and may be as plainly proved from

the light of nature, as that there is a God. Every one of the divine perfections, which

were particularly considered under the last answer, will supply us with arguments

to confirm our faith in it. But that this may farther appear, let it be considered,

L That the idea of a God implies, that he is the first cause of all things. \\\ this

respect he is opposed to the creature, and existed from all eternity. Now there

can be no more than one being, who is without beginning, and who gave being

to all other things. This appears from the very nature of the thing ; for if there

are more gods, then they must derive their being from him,—and then they are a

part of his creation, and consequently not gods, for God and the creature are in-

finitely opposed to each other. There is but one independent being, who is in and

of himself, and derives his perfections from no other ; and therefore there can be

but one God.

2. There is but one Being, who is the ultimate end of all things. This neces-

sarily follows from his being their Creator. He that produced them out of nothing,

must be supposed to have designed some valuable end by doing so ; and this, ulti-

mately considered, cannot be anything short of himself, for that is inconsistent with

the wisdom and sovereignty included in the idea of a Creator. Accordingly, he is

said to have ' made all things for himself.'*^ Hence the glory which results from

creation is unalienable, and cannot be ascribed to any but himself. To suppose

therefore that there are other gods, is to ascribe a divine nature to them, divested

of that glory which is essential to it. We may add, that if God is the ultimate

end of all things, he is to be glorified as such ; and all worship is to terminate in

him ; and we must proclaim him to be our chief good and only portion and happi-

ness,—consequences which are plainly inconsistent with a plurality of gods. Be-

sides, he that is the object of adoration must be worshipped, and loved with all our

heart, soul, strength, and mind.® Our affections must not be divided between

him and any other. And since man is under a natural obligation to give supreme

worship to him, it follows that there is no other god that has a right to it, and that

he is the only true God.

3. Infinitude of perfection being implied in the idea of a God, as has been proved

under the last answer, it is certain that it cannot belong to more than one. As it

implies that divine perfection is boundless, so it denotes that he sets bounds to the

perfections of all others. If, therefore, there are more gods than one, their perfec-

tions must be limited ; but that which is not infinite, is not God. And as infinite

perfection implies in it all perfection, it cannot be divided among many ; for no be-

ing that has only a part of it, could be said to be infinitely perfect. And since there

is but one who is so, it follows that there is no other God besides him.

4. Since omnipotence is a divine attribute, there can be but one almighty being,

and therefore but one God. This will farther appear, if we consider, that if there

were more gods tlian one, all of them must be said to be able to do aU things ;

and then the same individual power which is exerted by one, must be exerted by

another,—an idea, than which nothing is more absurd. It will also follow, that he

who cannot do that which is said to be done l)y another, is not almighty, or able

to do all things, an<I consequently tliat he is not God.

5. There is but one being wlio has an absolute sovereign will,—who, though ho

can control all others, is himself subject to no control,—who has a natural right to

give laws to all who are his subjects, but is subject to none himself ; for absolute

z Deut. vi. 4 a Clia[>. xxxii. 39. b Chap. iv. 35.

c I'srtl. Ixxxvi. 10. (1 i^iov. xvi. 4. e Luke x. 27.
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dominion and subjection arc as opposite as light an<l darkness. Two persons may
as well be said to give being to each other, as to have a right to give laws to each
other. Moreover, if there were more Gods than one, there would be a confusion

in the government of the world ; for whatever one decrees, another may reverse ;

or whatever is done by one, the contrary might be done by the other. This would
follow from a sovereignty of will. And as there might be opposite things com-
manded or forbidden, pursuant to the different wills of a plurality of gods ; so the

same thing, with respect to those who are under an obligation to yield obedience,

would be both a sin and a duty, and the same persons would be both condemned
and justified for the same action. [See Note 2 II, page 133.]

6. There is but one being who is, as God is often said to be, the best and the great-

est. If there were more Gods than one, either one must be supposed to be more
excellent than another, or both equally excellent. If we suppose the former of

these, then he who is not the most excellent, is not God ; and if the latter, that

their excellencies are equal, then infinite perfection would be divided. But this,

as was before hinted, is contrary to the idea of infinite perfection : it is contrary

also to what is expressly said by God, ' To whom will ye liken me, or shall I be
equal? saith the Holy One.'*^ From these, and several other arguments to the

same purpose, which miglit have been taken from every one of the divine attributes,

and Irom all tliat essential and relative glory which belongs to him, the unity of

the divine essence appears, even to a demonstration. Indeed, to assert that there

are more Gods than one, is, in eflPect, to say that there is no God. So the apostle

deems it, when he tells the church at Ephesus that, before their conversion, when
they worshipped other Gods, ' they were without God in the world.' This implies

as much as that they were ' atheists in the world, ' as the words may with pro-

priety be i-endered.^

Having considered "the unity of the Godhead, not only as evinced from scripture,

but as it may be demonstrated by the light of nature, it will be necessary that we
obviate an objection that may be brought against this latter method of proving it.

The objection is, that, if the unity of the Godhead might be known by the dictates

of nature, or demonstrated by other arguments besides those which are matter of

pure revelation, how comes it to pass that the heathen owned and worshipped a plurality
of gods ? It was not one particular sect among them that did so ; but the abominable
practice of polytheism universally obtained where revealed religion was not known.
Though, therefore, the unity of God is an undoubted truth, it does not seem to be
founded in the light of nature. Now, that the heathen did worship a plurality of

gods, is beyond dispute, especially after idolatry had continued a few ages in the
world, and so had extinguished those principles of revealed religion which mankind,
before this, were favoured with. Yet it must be considered that, though the ignorant
and unthinking multitude among them believed everything to be a god which the
custom of tiie countries where they lived had induced them to pay divine adoration
to, yet tlie wiser sort of them, however guilty of idolatry, by paying a kind of lower
worship to idols, maintained, notwithstanding, the unity of the Godhead, or that
there is one God superior to them all, whom they often called "the Father of gods
and men." It was probably to this supreme Deity that the Athenians erected
that altar on which the apostle Paul observed this inscription, ' To the Unknown
GOD;' because he says, in the words immediately following, 'Whom therefoi-e

ye ignorantly worship, liim declare I unto you.'^ The heathen sages, however in

other instances their conduct seemed to run counter to their method of reasoning,

plainly, by their assertions, discover their belief in but one supreme God, who has
all the incommunicable perfections of the divine nature. Many of them, in their

writings, assert that there is a God, who is the first cause or beginning of all things

;

that he was from eternity, or in the beginning, and that time took its rise from
him ; that he is the living God, the fountain of life, and the best of all beings ;5

that he. is self-sufficient, and cannot, without absurdity, be supposed to stand in

need of, or to be capable of, receiving advantage from any one ;^ that he is the chief

d Isa. xl. 25. e Eph. ii. 12. tthei i» t« xar/im. f Acts xvii. 23.

g See Arist. Metapliis. lib. i. cap. 2. and'lib. xii. rap. 7-

h Vid. cjusd. Mag. Moral, lib. ii. c:ip. 15.

I. B
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good, or contains in himself whatever is good, and that bv him all things consist

;

and that no one hath enough in himself to secure his own safety and liappiness,

but must derive these from him.^ There are others also who plainly assert the unity

of God in as strong terms as though they had learned it from divine revelation,

—

calling him the beginning, the end, and the author of all things, who was before

and is above all things, the Lord of all, the fountain of life, light, and all good,

yea, goodness itself, the most excellent being,—and giving him many other desig-

nations of a similar nature. I could multiply quotations to this effect from Proclus,

Porphyry, lamblicus, Plotinus, Plutarch, Epictetus, and several others ; but this

has been already done by other hands.'^ From the sayings of these heathens, it

appears that, though they mention other gods, they suppose them to be little more
than titular or honorary gods, or at best, persons who were the peculiar favourites

of God, and admitted to the participation of divine honours, as well as employed

in some part of the government of the world. They frequently speak of them as

having derived their being from God, whom they call, " the cause of causes, the

God of gods." Some of them speak of God in the singular number, throughout

the greatest part of their writings, and only make mention of the gods occasionally ;

especially when they treat of those works that are worthy of a God, or the greatest

honours that are due to him. This is specially the case with Seneca and Plato.

The latter, in particular, says,^ that when he wrote anything in a grave and serious

manner, his custom was to preface his epistles with the mention of one God ; though,

it is true, when he wrote otherwise, he used the common mode of speaking, and

talked of other gods. It is observed, that he sometimes, in his writings, uses the

phrase, "If it please God," or, " by the help of God," not the gods. Notwith-

standing what has been said, however, the heathen sages were all idolaters ; for

they joined in the rites of worship performed to the false gods of their respective

countries. Yea, Socrates himself, who fell under the displeasure of the Athenians

for asserting the unity of the Godhead, and in consequence lost his life, did not

refuse to pay some religious honour to the heathen gods. It is plain that they

paid some religious worship to them. Yet this was of an inferior and subordinQ,te

nature, not much unlike to that which the papists give to saints and angels. They
are far from setting them upon a level with God. They confess they were but men
who formerly lived in this world ; they give an account of their birth and parentage,

and of where they lived and died ; they write the history of their lives ; they mention

what procured them the honour they suppose them after death to have been advanced

to,'"—how some of them attained it as the reward of virtue, or in commemoration
of the good they had done to the world in their life,—and some, in consequence of

their having been inventors of arts, beneficial to mankind, or conquerors in war, or

a public blessing to the country where they lived. Others, especially among the

Romans, were deified at the request of their surviving friends. This, after Julius

Caesar's time, was done by the decree of the senate, who, when they ranked thera

among the number of their gods, at the same time appointed the rites that should

be observed in their worship. And some of the. Roman emperors obliged the senate

to deify them while they were alive. These things are very largely insisted on by
many ancient and modern writers." Upon the whole, therelbre, it plainly appears

that, whatever they say of a plurality of gods, the wiser sort among the heathen

did not deny the unity of the divine essence, in the highest and most proper sense.

And as they received the knowledge of this truth from the light of nature, we may
conclude that it might be known in that way, as well as by divine revelation. [See

Note 2 I, page 133.]

As a practical inference from the doctrine that the object of our worship is the

living God, let us feel reproved for tliat lifeless formality with which many address

themselves to him in the performance of religious duties, and for the want of

reverence of, and due regard to, the divine pertections which are exhibited in this

i Vid ejusd. De Moribus, lib. ix. cap. 4. and De Mundo, cap. 6.

k Vid. Moniaei de Verit. Relig. Christian, cap. 3. 1 Epist. Xlll. ad Dionys.
m See Cicero De Natura Deoriim.

n See TeituU. Apol. Lactant. de falsa Reli).% Arnoo. contra Gentes. Minut. Fel. Herodian. Hist.
lib. iv. See also ALde's Apostacy of the Latter Times, chap. 3, 4
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character of the Godhead. It is also a very great aggravation, not only of apos-

tacy, but of any degree of backsliding in those who have made a profession of

religion, that it is ' a departing irom the living Cod.'" Is he the God and giver

of life, and shall wo forsake him who ' has the words of eternal lifc,'P whose sove-

reign will has the sole disposal of it? The consideration of his being the living

God, likewise renders his judgments most terrible, and his wrath insupportable.
* It is,' as the apostle says, 'a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. ''J

From his being the true God, we infer, that all hypocrisy, both in heart and life,

is to be avoided ; and that we should draw nigh to him with a true heart and faith

unfeigned, and not like those whom the prophet reproves, when he says, ' God was
near in their mouth, and far from their reins.''" Let us take heed, moreover, that

we do not set up any idol in our hearts in opposition to him a>s the true God.

"Whatever has a greater share in our affections than God, or is set up in compe-
tition with him, is to us a god ; and the setting of it up is inconsistent with our

paying that regard to him which is due. Accordingly, our Saviour says, ' Ye can-

not serve God and mammon.'^ On this account, ' covetousness ' is styled ' idolatry,'*

because, where it exists, the world is loved more than him. We read also of some
'whose god is their belly,'" who ' make provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts

thereof,' as though this was their chief good. And when, in a religious way, we
confide in anything below God, or expect that from the creature which is only to

be found in him, or when we esteem men as lords of our faith, or when God's

sovereignty, or right to govern us, is called in question, and we presumptuously or

wilfully rebel against him, we, in effect, dethrone him, or deny that he is the true

God. But more of this when we consider the sins forbidden in the first command-
ment.'^

From the unity of the Godhead, we may infer that we ought to take heed not to

entertain any conceptions of the divine Being which are inconsistent with his unity.

As we are not to assert a plurality of gods, so we are not to think or speak of God
in such a way as tends to overthrow the simplicity of the divine nature. AVe must
therefore not conceive that it is compounded of various parts, all which, being taken

together, constitute the divine essence. This conception, as opposed to a proper

idea of the divine unity, gives occasion to that known aphorism, generally laid

down by those who treat of this subject, that ' whatever is in God, is God.' This

we must reckon one of the incomprehensibles of the divine Being, when we attempt

to speak of which, we only give an evident proof of the imperfection of our finite

understandings, and of our inability to order our words by reason of darkness. It

is necessary, however, when we lay down this proposition, that we define what we
intend by it, that so we may not be supposed to use woi'ds without ideas. It is

necessary, in particular, that we should so define it, as to account, in some measure,
for those modes of speaking which, agreeably to scripture, describe God as having

a plurality of perfections, and perfections in some respects distinct; and yet, at the

same time, that we may not be led to infer a plurality of Gods.

Let it be considered, then, that we have not the least similitude or resemblance
of divine unity in any finite being. Every thing below God is composed of part?.

In some cases, we call these integral ; as the parts of matter, which, when taken

together, constitute the whole. In other cases, the parts are called essential ; as

when we say an intelligent being has various powers or properties. These are es-

sential to it ; it would not be complete without every one of them ; and they are all

distinct. We cannot say that whatever is in the soul of man is the soul ; but all

its powers or properties, taken together, constitute the man. This, however, is by-

no means to be aflftrmed of the divine Being. When we conceive of God as holy,

powerful, just, good, &c. we must not suppose that these perfections are so many
ingredients in Deity, or that, when taken together, they constitute it, as the whole
is constituted of its parts. In that case, each of them would have no other than a
partial perfection ; and the essential glory of one of them would not be equal to

the glory of the Deity, which is supposed to consist of them all. There would,

o Heb. iii. 12. p John vi. 68. q Heb. x. 31. r Jer. xii. 2.

s Matt. vi. 24. t Col. iii. 3. u Phil. iii. 19. x Quest, cv.
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hence, be something in God less than God, or a divine perfection less than all the

divine perfections taken together,—which we are not to suppose. Such are the

properties of composition ; and when we speak of God as a simple or uncompounded

beinf', we mention them as what are inconsistent with his perfection as such.

Neither are the divine perfections distinct or different from one another, as the

various parts of which the whole is constituted are said to be distinct. This fol-

lows from the former consideration, that the divine essence has no parts. AVe aro

not to suppose, then, that the divine attributes, considered as they are in God,

arc distinguished as one thing or being is from another, or as wisdom, power, jus-

tice, mercy, &c. are in men. This would be to suppose the divine being to have

several distinct, infinitely perfect beings contained in it,—contrary to its sim.plicity

or unity. Or, were we, on such a supposition, to say that it has unity, it would

have it only by participation and dependence : just as a general or complex idea is

said to be one whicli partakes of, and depends on, all those particular or simple

ideas that are contained in it, or as one hundred is one, as containing such a num-

ber of units as taken together, are equal to a hundred. This is not what we mean
when we say God is one. Moreover, when we speak of the divine perfections, as

beino- iu God, we suppose them aU essential to him, as opposed to what is acciden-

tal. An accident is generally described as what belongs, or is superadded, to a

beino- or subject, which might have existed without it, or which might have been

destitute of it, and yet sustained no loss of that perfection wdiich is essential to it.

Thus wisdom, holiness, justice, faithfulness, are accidents in men ; so that they

who have them not, do not cease to be men, or to have the essential perfections of

the human nature. But this is by no means to be affirmed of the divine being and

attributes ; for to suppose God to be destitute of any of them, is as much as to say

that he is not infinitely perfect, or that he is not God. What I have now stated is,

I think, the meaning generally intended, by the saying, ' Whatever is in God, is

God.' This proposition may be reckoned by some a metaphysical speculation ; and

I should for that reason have avoided to mention it, had not an advertence to it

been, in some respects, necessary : the unity of God cannot well be conceived of,

unless his simplicity be defended ; and I do not see how the latter can be well

maintained, if this proposition be not duly considered. If in attempting to explain

it, I have used more words than are needful, or repeated the same ideas too olten,

I have done so to avoid some scholastic modes of speaking, or with a design to

render what I said more intelligible. [See Note 2 K, page 134.] We may add,

tliat when, as we often, on the warrant of scripture, do, we speak of the divhie per-

fections as many, or as distinct from one another,—wlien we speak of the justice

of God as diflerent from his mercy, or these from his power, wisdom, faithfulness,

&.C., we must not be thought to speak inconsistently with what has been said con-

cerning the divine simplicity. The nature and perfections of God, it is to be re-

membered, are incomprehensible. Hence all the ideas which wc have of them, are

obtained irom our discerning some small resemblance of them in intelligent crea-

tures, and, at the same time, separating from this whatever argues imperiection.y

It follows tliat we are supposed not to know, or to be able to describe, what God
is in himself, and as I humbly conceive, never .shall. Such knowledge as this is

too o-rcat for any but a divine person. Our conceptions of him, therefore, are taken

from, and conformed to, those various methods by which he condescends to make

himself visible or known to us, or his acts in reference to objects in whicli he is said

to manifest his j)crfections. Thus when an effect is produced, wc call that perfec-

tion that produces it his power ; or when divine acts are distinguished with respect to

their particular object or to the manner of their glorifying him, we call the perfec-

tions displayed in them his wisdom, justice, goodness, &c. This is what wc mean

when we speak of various perfections in God. Some, however, suppose that they

express themselves more agreeably to the nature of the subject, or to the simplicity

of God, by speaking of the divine perfections as denominated from their effects.

When, J"or example, they take occasion to mention the power of God, they call it

God acting powerfully ; or of his justice and faithfulness, they^ call them, God

y See pages 90, 91, compared with pages 79, 80.
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acting justly or faithfully.' But however we express ourselves, when we speak of

the distinct perfections of the divine nature, we moan what is strictly consonant
with divine unity and simplicity. Here our thoughts' must stop ; and what is too

great for a finite mind to conceive of, we must make the subject of our admiration
;

and what we cannot comprehend, we must adore :
' Such knowledge is too wonder-

fiflforus ; it is high, we cannot attain unto it.'

z See De Vries Exercitat. Rational.

[Note 2 H. Proofs of the Unity of Godfrom Reason— All Dr. Ridgeley's proofs of the unity of
God from reason, are variations of one proposition,—God is a sclf-existeiit, infinite biing, and. as
surli, is necessarily one. The proposition assumes all the points which a polytheist deinaiids to be
prov d, und gathers all its matter and evidence from revelation. Only a fondness for abstract ar-

puuicntation, for the claims of what is termed ' natural religion,' or for appearing to establish a
great doctrine of theology l)y the light of reason, could induce any man to parade this proposition
as proof of the divine unity, or to exhibit its various phases as separate and independent arguments.
Wliy not rest the unity of God simply on the testimony of revelation,—or on that testimony as
directing the mind to corroborative evidence in the uniqueness ami sovereign management of divine
works? That God is one, is a doctrine which the scriptures teach with remarkable frequency, and
in a great variety of forms. While some other doctrines are but incidentally inculcated, or are
silently interwoven with the fabric of faith and precept, this is often and carefully taught,—taught
in express terms, and in alcnost all possible connexions. Does not this fact clearly indicate, that
reason is imt to be trusted for the conservation and defence of the doctrine, that here, as truly as
with respect to the doctrines of redemption, we must sit under the shadow of Gosi's word, and re-

gard it as the sole bulwark of our faith?

Dr. Ridgeley's filth argument is an instance of how mere reason will sometimes rather injure than
serve the cause of one of the simplest points in theology. He statt s that God has 'an absolute
sovereign will," and is therefore one. To work this proposition into an -irgument, he supposes two
absolute sovereign wills, or two Gods, and hypothetically depicts the effects of their simultaneous
operation. An opponent might justly ask, by what imaginable process a man can suppose or fancy
consequences or effects, be they what they may, of an impossibility. That wiiich cannot exist cannot
act : that which is contrary to all possibility, cannot be imsigined. To suppose two absolute sove-
reign wills, is a hypothesis of the same i(ile nature as to suppose that a part is greater than a whole.
How. then, can consequejices or effects of two absolute sovereign wills be supposed? The hypo-
tlietical cause being an impossibility, all the supposed effects are, in the idlest serjse, conjectural.
An opponent might, therefore, assert just the opposite suppositions to Dr. Ridgeley's,—he might
assert that two absolute sovereign wills would l)e in all respects alike,—that they would be the
sane in itifinite excellence, the same in their designs, the same in all their cffeits; and if he did
assert so. he could be rebuked for the temerity of his speculations, only in terms which would
equally apply to the hypothetizing of Dr. Ridgeley. The doctrine of the divine unity needs no
uietHphysical abstractions, no abstruse reasonings, no impossible hypotheses, for its defence; but
stands out in luminous glory, intrinsically recommended, and divinely demonstrated, in the testimony
of revelation. One sentence of scripture, viewed in connexion with the circumstances in which it

was spoken, and the history of the people to w l.oin it was addressed, discloses incomparably higher
evidence of it than a whole library of scholastic latiocination :

' Hear, O Israel, Jehovah, our God,
is one Jehovah,' Deut vi. 4.—Ed.]
[Note 2 I. Knowledge ofthi Unity of God among the Heathen.—One would think that the uni-

versal prevalence of polytheism in regions where the light of written revelation is not enjoyed, is

a practical demonstration that the doctrine of the divine unity could never have been discovered or
proved by mere reason, or by what is termed 'the light of nature.' Dr. Ridgeley thinks other-
wise. But how does he support his h\potliesis? First by writing what looks very like an apolo-

gy fur polytheism, and next by assuming that the highest theological notions of the heathen sages
were acquired without aid from revelation.

He IS oMiged to grant that the sages, including even Socrates, were all idolaters ; yet he asserts,

and labours to prove, that they were not pol\theists. Idolatry, it seems, consists in ' worshipping
false gods ;' while polytheism consists in acknowledging supreme f;ods. How futile a distinction !

Whit matters it whether the object of faith or of adoration,—the object which receives the homage
due to Deity, which has ascribed to it the glories peculiar to Jehovah, which attracts the venera-
tioii and trust and religious affections of the human heart—what matters it whether this object be
an imiginary spirit or a deceased mortal, a figment of the fancy or a portable and pocketable mass
of matter, a hero or a crocodile, the Jupiter or Minerva of the Romans, or the cat or let k of the
Eg\ ptians; does not the divine commandment, the first in the decalogue, exactly define and directly

denounce it: 'Thou shalt have no other gods before me?' I'lato's idea of a supreme God sub-
ject to late, was a conception as far distant, in a sense, from the true notion of Deitv, as the most
grovelling pol\ theist's idea of the divinity of a stock or a stone. Its quality just as little exempted
him from the charge of not knowing the" true God, as the quality of the faith of an ancient Egyp-
tian or of a modern Hindoo. All the high titles which he gave it, ' The fountain of life, light, ami
all good,' • The cause of causes, and the God of (iods,' only demonstrated, when viewed in their
connection, that the idea, besides being false in itself, involved and assumed the notion of a piuialitv
of gods. That all the gods but one were subordinate, was just a demoiistration of how re>olute, how
desperate, the sages were in their pol\ theism. They knew enough to be convinced that there can-
not be two supreme beings; yet rather than want a plurality of gods, or confess the doctrine o/
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tlie divine unity, lliey deilied mortals, and worshipped fictions of the mind. Such are the facts

with respect to the hlathen sages; they are the facts even according to Dr. Ridgeley's own show-

in"; and, if ever facts proved anything, they show to demonstration, that the heathens, viewed

as disciples of mere reason, were inveterate and incurable polytheists. Their rejection of the doc-

trine of the divine w ill, may have been more moral than intellectual,—more a dictate of the heart or

an effort of the \\iH, than a deduction of the understanding; but be it what it might, it was invari-

able and universal—it cliaracterized alike the sage and the savage—it was co-extensive with tlfci

absence of written revelation—and it hence speaks volumes as to the utter inadequacy of the

vaunt, d ' light of nature.'

"We have stated, however, but half the case. Dr. Ridgeley assumes—without offering a syllable

of proof—that such kiiowledge as the heathen sages had of a supreme Deity, was obtained without

aid from revelation. All historv> opposes his assumption. Reasons and authorities without num-
ber might be adduced to show that, not only by traditions from patriarchial revelation, but by inter-

communication with the Jews, if not even by immediate access to the pages of the Old Testament
scriptures, the heathen philosophers were indebted to a supernatural origin for all their higiier and

more refined conceptions. Considering what facilities for information they enjoyed, what streams

from r( mote or proximate revelation flowed across their path, we may feel, not wonder that they

entertain some theological views akin to truth, but unmingled astonishment that they entertained

so few, and entertaiiud them in so distorted and obscure a manner. The doctrine of the divine

unity was promulged l)y revelation after revelation to the ages preceding the Mosaic; it was inaiie

known to Adam's family before the flood, and to Noah's family after it; it was inculcated by oral

communication upon mankind at large, and was afterwards made the foundation and the upex of

the fabric of revealed truth set up among the Israelites; it was exhibited in every land through

which a Jew travelled, in every house in which he lodged, in every company to which the fame of

his religion was carried ; it went with the ships and the armies of Solomon ' from the river to the

ends of the earth ;' it was daily, during seventy years, displayed throughout all the provinces of the

Babylonian empire ; it was attested in the temple-rites of a numerous colony of Jev\ ish emigrants to

Egypt, under the successors of Alexander the Great; and it was maintained, toward the close of the

Mosaic era, bv communities of Jews in almost every section of the civilized worlil,—Uy ' Parthians,

Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus,

and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphilia, in Eg\ pt, and in the parts of Lihya al)out Cyrene, and by
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians,' Acts ii. 9— 11. How, in such

circumstances, could the heathen sages, by any possibility, have heard nothing, how could they

have heard onlv a little, how could they otherwise than have beard much and often, from revela-

tion, of the doctrine of the unity of God? But when they heard it, they rejected it; when they

were, in a manner, forced to receive it in fact, they divested it of its glory, and associated it with

ideas of their own multitudinous deities ; when they 'saw' it to demonstration in their under-

standing, they 'perceived' it not in their hearts; 'when they knew God, they glorified him not

as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was

darkened; professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the in-

corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts,

and creeping things,' Rom. i. 21—23. What a demonstration is this of the utter futility of the

light of nature I If heathens—even the best and wisest of them—universally continued polytheists

in spite of indirect though valuable lessons from revelation, how absolutely incompetent were they

to discover or de'end the doctrine of the divine unity by the efforts of mere reason!

—

Ed.]

[Note 2 K. The Simplicity of God.— ' The simplicity of God' is not a significant or happy phrase,

and is altogether unnecessary. As illustrated by Dr. Ridgeley, it is distinguished partly from the

unity of God, an<l partly from his spirituality. As respects the fotnier, there is really no distinc-

tion ; and, as lespects the latter, the distinction attempted is founded on mistake.

That God is not composed of parts,—that his perfections are not a number of ingredients which

taken together constitute a whole,—that they are not accidental,—that his perfections are himself,

and he himself is his perfections, are important truths, and ought to be carefully remembered in

every contemplation of the (iivine character. They are truths, however, all embodied in the doc-

trine that God is one, and fully and correctly expressed in the ()hrase, ' the unity of God.' To
designate them by another phrase, and exhibit them as distinguishable from tbe doctrine of the divine

unit\, or as attacbable to it in the way of inference, is to pioduce confusion or error of conception.

Apart from the idea of unity, there is nothing which, with any propriety as to the meaning of

words, can be called 'the simplicity of God.' What Dr. Ridgeley sa\s respecting tbe divine

essence not being compounded, as matter or a complex idea is, belongs properly to a view of God's

spirituality. But he appears not to be contented with simply tlie notion of spirituality; and he

attempts to show that there is 'a simplicity' in the divin essence which does not exist in created

spirits. 'An intelligent being,' he savs, 'has various powers or properties which are essential to

it, and which'

—

unlike the divine perfections

—

'are all distinct. We cannot say that whatever is

it) the soul of man is the soul; but all its powers or properties taken together constitute the man.'

Now, it is true, as he again oi)serves, that ' wisdom, holine.^s, justice, faithfulness, are accidents in

men ; so that they who have them not do not ce:ise to be men, or to have the essential perfections

of the human n;iture.' But these properties are moral ; they belong to man in his relation lo the

divine law or administration of mercy; the) do not—as the attributes of the same name do in God
^belong to the essence of his nature; they are only the (iroperties, not the powers, not the essen-

tial lai ulties of man's mind or soul; they <-onstitute, not his intellectuality, not his spirituality, but

simply his moral character,.—the aggregate of influences and njotives and principles which deterndne

his conduct as a subject of the ilivine government. But what shall be said of his knowing and
reflecting powers,—of his perception, h.s consciousness, his memory, his judgment? Are these
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..orf.' nr 'inereaicnts- or ' acci.lcM.ts ?' Are tl.ev .listinct from the intellect or apart from

of'e another? Or snot percept.on the entire mind receiving an i'l^V'-^'^^-^ ''''";
a^r'un.lT.'rrSJe mind rec.ivin, L J. .rom within^^

Z^r^^^'V^^^'^^y':^^^!^^^^^

Its u nq e ess t. u enm.
^^ sulistance which consist. o( ingredients or

:^K
"
To. io? .: licUv"t"ome,hing difr.rc.t lio.n spiritualitv, I. at .he same tune, ,nl.r-

•^^

1 Vr,m n, itv is therefore to speak without warrant, and to occasion conlusion or error. 1 hat

£^r ^^i ;;::t G^H^^'s^rit^ are the only propositions respe..i..g
l^-^^;^;:^^^^^- TTe

ot the divine ^enc.
^^JJ^J^-IP^-^^th:^:^^^^ scM^I^c d-^'eU^l.rwhSJ^llilt

rdSf^h';^und;^:;X: H.S oVure or distort a fac^e and elementary truth.-E..]

THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY.

OvFSTios \X. How many Persons are there in the Godhead ? „ , ^^QUESTION 1

, /p^,,„„, i„ ,he Godhea<l, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;

anfth:sT;hTe: a^e one! Uue! eTrnal God. the same in substance, equal ,n power and glory;

although distinguished by their personal properties.

Question X. mat are the personal properties of the three Persons in the Godhead ?

Answer. It is proper to the Father to beget the Son, and to the Son to be begotten of the Fa-

ther, ami to the lloly'^G host to proceed from the Father and the Son from all eternity.

Question XL How doth it appear that the Son and the Holy Ghost are God equal with the

^itswER The scriptures manifest that the Son and the Holy Ghost are God equal with the

Father! Lcrilngun;jtiem such names, attributes, works, and worship, as are proper to God only.

In these three answers is contained the doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity. This

is a ubject of pure revelation. As it is much contested m the age in which we live.

4 a eSged^o be copious and particular m laying down the reasoiis ot our be-

Uef of it, and in our defence of it Igainst those that deny it. It is a doctrine that

ha been defended by some of the most judicious writers, both m our own and in

05 er imtions. Some of these have proved that it was maintained by the clmrch

Tthe purest ages; and their having done so renders it ess necessary lor us

to e tei^ nto the° historical part of the controversy. We shall discuss the doctrme.

pri c pal y, as founded on the sacred writings. And while others, by confining

themselve^s to the scholastic methods of speaking, have rendered some pai^s of it

ob'cure we shall endeavour to avoid these, that so it may be better understood by

privlchristians. As to the method of treating it, we shall, first, premise some

things whi(di are necessary to be considered, witl.,relation to it m general, feecond-

ly we shall consider in what sense we are to understand the words ' Trim y and

'Persons in tlie Godhead,' and in what respect the divine persons are said to be One.

Thirdly we shall prove that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, have distinct per-

sonal properties, and therefore that we have sufficient reason to ca 1 hem Persons

ntlV Godhead as they are called in the first of these answers. Under this head

we hall consider also what is generally understood by the eternal generation of

The Son and the procession of the Holy Ghost ; and what cautions we are to use,

lest by mistaking the sense of what is 'said on these subjects, we be led mo any

erroi derogatory' to, or subversive of, the doctrine of the Tnnity. W e shall hke-

wTse endeavour [o explain those scriptures which are generally brought to establish

These doctrines. Lastly, we shall tndeavour to prove that the three Persons in

t e GodhelV especially the Son and the Holy Ghost, are truly divine, or that

they have all the perfections of the divine nature ; and therefore that they are. m

the most proper sense, the one only living and true God.

The Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity.

The first thing which we premise, as necessary to be considered, with relatiou

to the doctrine °of the Trmity in general, is that this doctrine is of the highest
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importance, and is necessary to be believed by all Christians wlio pay a just defer-

ence to revealed religion. It may probably be reckoned an error in method to

speak of the importance of the doctrine, before -we attempt to prove its truth. Our
doing so, however, is not altogether unjustifiable ; since we not only address our-

.selves to those who deny it, but also aim to produce some farther conviction or
establishment in the faith of it, in those who believe it. We may therefore be
allowed to consider it as an important doctrine ; in order that we may be excited

to a more diligent inquiry into the force of some of those arguments which are
generally brought in its defence.

Xow to determine a doctrine to be of the highest importance, we must consider
the belief of it as subservient to that true religion which is ordained by God, as con-
nected with salvation, or as a means leading to it, without which we have no war-
rant to expect it. Such doctrines are sometimes called fundamental, as being the
basis and foundation on which our hope is built. It will, I think, be allowed, by
all whose sentiments do not savour of scepticism, that there are some doctrines of
religion necessary to be believed to salvation. There are some persons, it is true,

who plead for the iunocency of error ; or who contend for this, at least, in

the case of sincere inquirers after truth, who, in the end, will appear to have been
very remote from it,—as though their endeavours would entitle them to salvation,

witlaout the knowledge of those things which others conclude to be necessarily sub-
servient to it. All that we shall say on this point, is, that it is not the sincerity

of our inquiries after important truths, but the success of them, which is to be re-

garded as a means of obtaining so valuable an end. We may as well suppose that
our sincere endeavours to obtain many of those graces which accompany salvation,

such as faith, love to God, and evangelical obedience, will supply, or atone for, the
want of them, as assert, that our unsuccessful inquiries after the great doctrines of

religion, will excuse our ignoi'ance of them. This especially appears when we con-
sider, that blindness of mind, as well as hardness of heart, is included among those
spiritual judgments which are the consequence of our fallen state ; and that God
displays the sovereignty of his grace, as much in leading the soul into aU necessary
truth, as in any other things that relate to salvation. It is not our business, how-
ever, to determine the final state of men ; or how far they make advances to, or
recede from, the knowledge of the most important doctrines ; or what will be the
issue of their comparative acquaintance with them. Our business is rather to de-

sire of God, that so iar as we or others are destitute of a knowledge of funda-
mental doctrines, he would grant us and them ' repentance to the acknowledging
of the truth. '^ Here we cannot but observe, that the question relating to im-.

portant or fundamental articles of faith, is not. Whether any doctrines may be so

called ? but. What those doctrines are ? In determining this, many make provi-

sion for their own particular ^cheme of doctrines. Some, particularly the
Papists, assert several doctrines to be fundamental, without scripture warrant

;

yea, they assert some to be so which are directly contrary. Others allow no doc-
trine to be fundamental, but what will, if adhered to, open a door of salvation to

all mankind ; and these set aside the necessity of divine revelation. Others, who
desire not to run such lengths, will allow that some scripture-doctrines are neces-

sary to be believed to salvation ; but they allow only those to be such which are
maintained by persons who are in their way of thinking. Accordingly, they who
deny the doctrine of the Trinity, are obliged, in conformity to their own senti-

ments, to deny also that it is an important article of taith. These may justly de-

mand a convincing proof of the truth of it, before they believe it to be of any im-
portance, especially to themselves. It would be a vain thing to tell them, that the
belief of it is connected with salvation, or is as necessary as divine worship is,

which supposes the belief of the divinity of tlie I'ersons whom we adore,—it would
be vain to toll them this, without first proving that the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, are divine Persons. It would be as little to their edification to .say

that there are several doctrines necessary to be believed ;—such as that of Christ's
satisfaction, and of our justification depending on it, and that of regeneration and

a 2 Tim. ii. 25.
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sauctification, as the effects of the divine power of the Holy Ghost,—all of which

suppose the belief of Christ and the Holy (ihost being divine Persons. "We must

first give some convincing proof of the truth of the doctrine of the Trinity, with

which these doctrines are supposed to stand or fall ; else it Avould be immediately

replied, that the one is false, and far from being o! any importance, and that therefore

so are the others. But as we reserve the consideration of these doctrines to their

proper place, we shall only observe at present, that there are some persons who do

appear to deny not the doctrine of the Trinity, but rather the importance of it, and

express themselves with very great inditference about it, and blame all attempts to

defend it as needless or litigious, as thougli they were only a contest about words.

They say, ' Though we liold it ourselves, others who deny it may have as much to

say in defence of their own cause as we have, and therefore these disputes ought

to be wholly laid aside.' Now, as regards these persons, what we have hinted con-

cerning the importance of this doctrhie may not be altogether misapplied. We
have taken occasion, therefore, to mention it in this place, that we may not be sup-

posed to plead a cause which is not worth defending ; and that the doctrine of the

Trinity may appear to be, not an empty speculation, but a doctrine which we are

bound to esteem as of the higliest importance.

Let us next consider what degree of knowledge of this doctrine is necessary to,

or connected witli, salvation It cannot be supposed that such a degree of know-

ledge includes every thing that is commonly laid down in those writings in which

the doctrine is attempted to be explained ; for when we speak of it as a doctrine of

the highest importance, we mean by it the scripture-doctrine of the Trinity.

This is what we are to assent to, and to use our utmost endeavours to defend. As
for those explications which are merely human, they are not to be reckoned of

equal importance. Every private Christian, in particular, is not to be censured as

a stranger to this doctrine, who cannot define personality in a scholastic way, or

understand all the terms used in explaining it, or several modes of speaking which

some writers tenaciously adhere to,—such as ' hypostasis,' ' subsistence,' ' consub-

stantiality,' ' the model distinction of the Persons in the Godhead,' ' filiation,' ' the

communication of the divine essence by generation,' 'the communication of it by
procession.' Some of those expressions rather embarrass the minds of men, than

add any farther light to the sense of those scriptures in which this doctrine is

taught. AVhen we consider how far the doctrine of the Trinity is to be known and

believed to salvation, mc must not exclude the weakest Christian from a possibility

of knowing it, by supposing it necessary for him to understand some hard words,

which he doth not liml in his Bible, and which, if he meet them elsewhere, will not

add much to his ediKcation. That knowledge which is necessary to salvation, is

plain and easy, and is to be found in every part of scripture. Accordingly, every

Christian knows, that the word ' God ' signifies a Being that has all those divino

perfections which are so frequently attributed to him in scripture, and are displayed

and glorified in all his works of common providence and grace. Every Christian

knows also that this God is one ; and he learns from his Bible, and therefore firmly

believes, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are possessed of divine perfections,

and consequently are this one God. He knows, jurther, that, in scripture, they

are distinguished by such characters and properties as are generally called 'per-

sonal ;' and he applies the word ' Person ' to each of them, and concludes that the

divine glory attributed to them is the same, though their personal properties or

characters are distinct. This is the substance of what is contained in the first of

the Answers at present under consideration. And he who believes this, needs not

entertain any doubt that he wants some ideas of this sacred doctrine which are

necessary to salvation ; for the degree of knowledge, which he possesses, attended

with a firm belief, is sufficient to warrant all those acts of divine worship which we
are bound to render to the Father, Son, and Spirit, and is consistent with all those

other doctrines, which are founded on that of the Trinity, or which suppose the

belief of it.
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The Doctrine of the Trinity a Mystery.

The fioctrine of the Trinity is a great mystery, such as cannot be comprehended

bj a finite mind. But let us inquire what we are to understand by the word
' mystery,' as it is used in scripture. This word sometimes denotes a doctrine's

having been kept secret, or, at least, revealed more obscurely than afterwards, so

that it was not so clearly known. In this sense the gospel is called, ' The mystery
which hath been hid from ages, and from generations, but now is made manifest

to his saints. ''^ It was covered with the ceremonial law, as with a vail, which
many of the people, through the blindness of their minds, did not fully understand.

Accordingly, when persons are led into a farther knowledge of it, it is said, as

our Saviour tells his disciples, that to them it is given to ' know the mysteries of

the kingdom of heaven.'*^—Again, when something is revealed in scripture which

the world was not in the least apprized of before, it is, by way of eminence, called
' a mystery.' The apostle, speaking concerning the change that shall take place

on those that shall be found alive at the last day, says, ' Behold, I show you a

mystery ; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye.'*^—There is still another idea afiixed to the word 'mystery,'

namely, that though a doctrine be revealed, it cannot be fully comprehended. It is

in this sense that we call the doctrine of the Trinity a mystery. The word, in

some scriptures, seems to occur in two of its senses. When the apostle says,

' Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which, from the beginning of the world,

hath been hid in God,'"^ he speaks of the gospel, not only 'as hid,' but as 'unsearch-

able ;' and when he speaks of 'the mystery of God, even the Father and of Christ,

in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,'*' the word 'mystery'

seems to denote that which had not been i'uUy made known, and that which can-

not be fully understood. Few will deny that the glory of the Father, who is here

spoken of, as well as Christ, is incomprehensible by a finite mind ; and if it be said

that the gospel is intended, and that the words ought to be rendered, 'in which are

hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,' even this must be supposed to be
incomprehensible, as well as formerly less known, otherwise the character which
the apostle gives of it would be too great.

But suppose the word ' mystery' were always used to signify a doctrine not be-

fore revealed, without including the idea of its being incomprehensible, our general

position would not be overthrown ; for we can prove from other arguments that the

doctrine of the Trinity is incomprehensible ; and this we shall endeavour to do. That
we may prepare our way for this, let it be considered, that there are some finite things

not incomprehensible in themselves, which we cannot now comprehend by reason of

the imperfection of our present state. How little do we know of some things which
may be called mysteries in nature,—such as the reason of the growth and various

colours and shapes of plants, and the various instincts of brute creatures! Yea,
how little do we know comparatively of ourselves! IIow little of the nature of our

souls, othei'wise than as it is observed by their actions, and by the eft'ects they pro-

duce,—or of the reason of their union with our bodies, or of their acting by them I

As the inspired writer observes, ' Thou knowest not the -way of the spirit, nor how
the bones do grow in tlie womb of her that is witli child ; even so thou knowest
not the works of God, who maketh all things.'*? Elihu, mentioning some wonder-
ful works of nature, which ho challenges Job to give an account of, speaks of this

in particular, ' Dost thou know how tliy garments are warm, when he quieteth the

earth, by the south wind ?'^ These words signify, not only that we cannot account
for the winds producing heat or cold, as blowing from various quarters of heaven,

but that we know not the reason of the vital heat which is preserved, for so manj

1) Cologs. i. 20. c Matt. xiii. 11. (\ ^ Cor. xv. 51, 52. e Eph. iii. 8, 9 f Coloss. ii. 3.

g Ecc'les. xi. 5. h Job xxxvii. 17, &c.
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years, in the bodies of men, the inseparable concomitant and sign of life, or what
gives the first motion to the blood and spirits, or tits the organized body to per-

form its various functions. These things cannot be comprehended by us.

But when we speak of that which is infinite, we must conclude it to be incom-
prehensible, not only because of the imperfection of our present state, but because,

as has been before observed, •* of the infinite disproportion that there is between
the object and our finite capacities. In this respect, we showed that the perfec-

tions of the divine nature cannot bo comprehended,—such as the immensity, eter-

nity, omnipresence, and simplicity of God. Yet we are to believe that he is

infinitely perfect. Now it seems equally reasonable to suppose the doctrine of the

Trinity to be incomprehensible ; for the mutual relation of the Father, Son, and
Spirit, and their distinct personality, are not the result of the divine will—tliey

are personal perfections, and are therefore necessary, and their glory, as well as

that of his essential perfections, infinite. If we are bound to believe one to bo
incomprehensible, why should we not as well suppose the other to be so ? Or if

there are some things which the light of nature gives us some ideas of, concerning

which we, notwithstanding, know but little, why should it be thought strange, tliat

the doctrine of the Trinity, though the subject of pure revelation, should be equally

incomprehensible ! This inference appears so evident, that some who deny the

doctrine of the Trinity to be incomprehensible, do not hesitate to deny the perfec-

tions of the divine nature to be so. They maintain that there is nothing which is

the object of faith but what may be comprehended by us ; and thus go to extremi-

ties in defence of their cause, which no one who hath the least degree of the humil-
ity becoming a finite creature, should venture to adopt. They even, as their

cause seems to require, proceed as far as to say, that every doctrine which we can-
not comprehend is to be rejected by us ; as though our understandings were to set

bounds to the truth and credibility of all things.

This, I think, is the true state of the question about mysteries in Christianity.

The question is not, whether the word ' mystery ' is never used in scripture to

signify what is incomprehensible ; for if that could be sufficiently proved, which I

think hath not yet been done, we would assert the doctrine of the Trinity to be
more than a mystery, namely, an incomprehensible doctrine. And the proof of

this seems absolutely necessary ; for the Anti-trinitarians—some of them, with an
air of insult—conclude that our asserting it is a last resort, which we betake our-

selves to when they have beaten us out of all our other strongholds. We might
suppose, therefore, that the doctrine of the incomprehcnsiblity of the Trinity would
be opposed with the greatest warmth ; but I do not find that it has hitherto been
overthrown. Indeed, when they call it one of our most plausible pretences, as
thougli we laid the whole stress of the controversy upon it, we might expect that it

should be attacked with stronger arguments than it generally is. Sometimes they
bend their force principally against the sense of the word ' mystery :' and here
they talk not only with an air of insult, but with profaneness, when they compare
the doctrine with the abominable mysteries of the heathen, which were not to be
divulged to any but those who were in the secret, or when they compare it with
transubstantiation, and reckon it mysterious in the same sense, or, according to

their construction, absurd and nonsensical. This way of arguing has so far pre-

vailed among them, that no one must apply the word 'mystery ' to any doctrines of

religion without exposing himself to scorn and ridicule. This, however, will do no
service to tlieir cause, nor prejudice to our doctrine, in the opinion of those who
inquire into the latter with that seriousness and impartiality which the importance
of the doctrine calls for.

The question, then, is, whether any doctrines of religion may be deemed incom-
prehensible,—that is, such as we can have no adequate ideas of, because of the
dispro})ortion between them and our finite minds? and whether the incommunicable
perfections of God are not to be reckoned among these incomprehensible doctrines?
If they are not, it will be reasonable to demand that every thing relating to them
be particularly accounted for, and reduced to the standard of a finite capacity. If

h Sie Quest, vii. Sect. ' The Incomprehensibility of God.
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this cannot be done, but some things must be allowed to be incomprehensible in

religion, it will be farther inquired. Why should the doctrine of the Trinity be re-

jected, because we cannot account for every thing that relates to the personal

glory of God, any more than we can for those things that respect his essential

glory ? Or may not some things that are matter of pure revelation, be supposed

to exceed our capacities, and yet we be bound to believe them, as well as other

things which by the light of nature appear to be true, and, at the same time, are

incomprehensible ? But that we may enter a little more particularly into this

argument, we shall consider the most material objections that are brought against

it, and what may be replied to them.

One objection is, that we take up with the mere sound of words, and do not affix

any manner of ideas to them. Now there is no Christian, that I know of, who
thinks there is any religion in the sound of words, or that it is sufficient for us

to take up with the word ' Trinity,' or ' Persons in the Godhead,' without deter-

mining, in some measure, what we understand by it. We allow that faith sup-

poses some ideas of the object,—that is, that we have some knowledge of what we
believe it to be. But our knowledge of things admits of vai-ious degrees. Of
some things we know only that they are what they are determined or proved to be.

If we proceed farther in our inquiries, and would know how every matter is to be

accounted for which may justly be affirmed concerning them, our ideas are at a

stand. Yet our being reduced to this state is not in the least inconsistent with our

believing what we conclude them to be. We believe, for example, that God's

eternity is without succession, or that his immensity is without extension. This

we know and believe, because to assert the contrary would be to ascribe imper-

fection to him. Our laith, as grounded on this reason of it, extends only as lar as

our ideas ; and as regards what exceeds them, we are bound to believe that there

is something in God which is beyond the reach of a finite mind, though, in conse-

quence of its being infinite, we cannot comprehend or lully describe it. So with

respect to the doctrine of the Trinity, it is one thing to say that the Father, Son,

and Spirit, have the perfections of the divine nature, as well as distinct personal

characters and properties, attributed to them in scripture, and that because the

Godhead is but one, these three are one,—it is one thing to say this, and firmly

to believe it, on the ground of its being clearly revealed in scripture ; and another

thing to say that, though we cannot fully describe all the properties of their divine

personality, we, nevertheless, believe that they subsist in an incomprehensible

manner. And while we compare them with finite persons, as we do tjie perfections

of God with those of the creature, we separate from the one, as well as from the

other, whatever savours of imperfection.

Another objection is, that it is unbecoming the divine wisdom and goodness to

suppose that God should give a revelation, and demand our belief of it, as neces-

sai-y to salvation, when, at the same time, it is impossible for our understandings

to yield an assent to it, since nothing that is unintelligible can be the object of

faith. Now, we must distinguish between rendering unintelligible, by perplexity

or difficulty of style, a doctrine which would otherwise be easy to be understood,

and tlie imparting of a doctrine which none can comprehend. The former of these

cannot be charged on any part of scripture ; and it is only a revelation liable to be

charged with it which could be reckoned inconsistent with the wisdom and goodness

of God. As to the latter, the design of revelation is not to make us comprehend
what is in itself incomprehensible. God, for instance, did not design, when he made
known his perfections in his word, to give us such a perfect discovery of himself, that

we might be said by means of it to find him out unto perfection, or that we should

know as much of his glory as is possible to be known, or as much as he knows of

it himself ; for that is to suppose the understanding of man infinitely more perfect

than it is. Whatever is received, is received in proportion to the measure of that

which contains it. The whole ocean can communicate no more water than what
will fill the vessel which is applied to receive it. Accordingly, the infinite perfec-

tions of God being such as cannot be contained in a finite mind, we are not to

suppose that our comprehending them was the design of divine revelation. God,
indeed, designed that we should apprehend some things of himself, or as much as



THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 141

bIiouM be subservient to tlio great ends of religion, but not so much as might be

inconsistent with our liunibly confessing that 'we are but of yesterday, and know,'

comparatively, 'nothing.'" And tliis is true as regards not only the essential, but

the personal glory of God, ' Whq hath ascended into heaven, or descended ? Who
hath gathered the wind in his fists ? Who hath bound the waters in a garment ?

Who hath established all the ends of the earth ? What is his name, and what is

his son's name, ir thou canst tell?'*' Our Saviour, indeed, speaks of his having

'ascended into heaven,'' as having a comprehensive knowledge of all divine truths

;

but this he affirms concerning himself as a divine person, exclusively of all crea-

tures. As to the objection stating, that God makes the comprehensive knowledge

of mysterious doctrines a term of salvation, we must take leave to deny it. We
have already considered what degree of knowledge is necessary to salvation,

and have shown it to be such as is subservient to religion,—which teaches us to

adore what we apprehend to be its object, though we cannot comprehend it. As
to the further allegation in the objection, that that which is unintelligible, is not

the object of faith, we must distinguish before we grant or deny it. As the object

of faith is some proposition laid down, it is one thing to say that a proposition can-

not be assented to, when we have no ideas of what is affirmed or denied in it ; and
another thing to say that it is not to be believed, when we have ideas of several

things contained in it, of which some are affirmed, and others denied. When, for

instance, we say that God is an infinite Spirit, there is a positive idea contained in

the proposition, or there is something affirmed in it, namely, that he is able to put

forth actions suitable to an intelligent being ; there is also something denied con-

cerniug him, namely, that he is corporeal, and that there are any limits to his un-

derstanding. Now, all this we may truly be said to understand and believe. But
if we proceed farther, and inquire what it is to have such an understanding or will,

not only does the question exceed our comprehension, but it is not a proposition,

and consequently not the object of faith. The same principle holds with regard to

the doctrine of the Trinity. When we afirirm that there is one God, that the Father,

Son, and Spirit, have all the perfections of the Godhead, and that these perfections,

and the personality of each of them, are infinitely greater than what can be found
in the creature, we state what we yield our assent to. But if it be inquired how far

God herein exceeds all the ideas which we have of finite perfections, or personality,

our understandings are at a loss. So far, however, as this does not contain the form
of a proposition, it cannot, according to our common acceptation of the word, be
said to be the object of faith.

A third objection is, that practical religion is designed to be promoted in

the Nvorld by a revelation ; and therefore the will of man must follow the dictates

of the understanding, and not blindly embrace, and be conversant about, we know
not what,—which is to act unbecoming our character as intelligent creatures.

Now, the ideas which we have of things subservient to practical religion are of two
sorts, such as engage our obedience, or such as excite our adoration and admira-
tion. As to the former, we know what we are commanded to do, what it is to act

as becomes those who are subject to a divine person, though we cannot comprehend
tliosc infinite perfections whicli lay us under the highest obligations to obey him.

As to the latter, the incomprehensibleness of the divine personality, or perfections,

has a direct tendency to excite our admiration, and the infinitude of them our
adoration. And since all religion may be reduced to these two heads, the contents

of divine revelation, so far from being inconsistent with it, tend to promote it.

Things commanded are not, as such, incomprehensible, as was but now observed,

and therefore not inconsistent witli that obedience or subjection which is enjoined

in one branch of revelation ; and things incomprehensible do not contain the form
of a command, but rather excite our admiration, and therefore are not only con-

.
sistcnt with, but adapted to jn-omote, the other branch of it. Is it not an instance

of religion to adore and magnify God, when \ye behold the display of his perfections

in his works ? And is he less to be adored, or admired, because we cannot com-
prehend them ? Or should yvc not rather look upon them with a greater degree of

i Job viii. 9. k Prov. xxx. 4. 1 Jolm iii. 13.
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astonishment, than if they did not exceed the reach of a finite mind ? JMust a

person be able to measure the water of the ocean, or number all the particles of

matter that are contained in the world, before his ideas can be in any way directed

to show forth the Creator's praise ? Or must we be able to account for every thing

that is a mystery in nature, before we can improve it to promote some of the ends

of practical religion to which it incites us ? May we not say, with wonder, ' O
Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in Avisdom hast thou made them all ; the earth

is iuU of thy riches ?''" >?o when we behold the personal glory of the Father.

Son, and Spirit, as displayed in the work of redemption, or as revealed in scrip

ture, which, as exhibiting it, is said to be an instance of his 'manifold wisdom,'"

should we not admire it the more that it is, as the apostle calls it, ' unsearchable?'

We conclude, therefore, that practical religion, as founded on divine revelation,

is not, in any of its branches, inconsistent with the incomprehensibleness of

those things which are, some in one respect, and others in another, its objects.

As to what the objection further states concerning the will following the dictates

of the understanding, and practical religion being seated in the latter, I own that

we must first know what we are to do in matters of religion, before we can act.

Thus we must first know what it is to worship, love, and obey the Father, Son,

and Spirit, and also that these three divine persons are the object of worsliip, love,^

and obedience ; and then the will follows the dictates of the understanding. But
it is one thing to know these things, and another thing to be able to comprehend

the divine, essential, or personal glory which belongs to them, and is the founda-

tion of acts of religious worship.

Another objection is, that the design of divine revelation is to improve our un-

derstandings, and render our ideas of things more clear, and not to entangle and
perplex them ; or, as it is sometimes expressed, that revelation is an improvement

upon the light of nature. This objection seems to have a double aspect, or ten-

dency to advance, or to depreciate, divine revelation. If we take it in the former

view, we freely own that revelation is a very great improvement upon the light of

nature. It is so, as it leads us into the knowledge of many things which could not

be discovered by the light of nature, ^—such as the doctrine of the Trinity, of the

incarnation of the Son of God, and of that infinite satisfaction which was given by
him to the justice of God in order to our discharge from condemnation ; and

also as it leads us into that communion which believers have with the Father, Son,

and Spirit. Since the light of nature gives us no discovery of these doctrines,

divine revelation, and particularly the gospel, makes a very great addition to our

ideas. Both, it is true, take their rise from God ; yet one excels the other as

much as the light of the sun does that of a star. The psalmist, when comparing

them, says respecting revelation, ' It is perfect, converting the soul,' and 'sure,

making wise the simple.'" Again, when the same truths are discovered by the

light of nature, and by divine revelation, the latter tends very much to improve

our ideas. Thus wlien the light of nature leads us into the knowledge of the being

and perfections of God, his wisdom, poAver, and goodness, as illustrated in the works

of creation and providence, we have not so clear ideas of them, as we receive from

the additional discoveries of them in divine revelation. Hence, the one does not

cloud or darken those ideas which the other gives. But those who bring the ob-

jection against the doctrine of the Trinity, intend by it to depreciate divine revela-

tion ; and the sense of their objection is,—that though the light of nature leads

mankind into such a degree of the knowledge of divine truths as is sufficient, in

its kind, to salvation, so that they who are destitute of divine revelation may un-

derstand the terms of acceptance with God, and the way which, if duly improved,

would lead to heaven ;
yet God was pleased to give some farther discovery of the

same things by his word, which, in consequence, is only an improvement upon the

other, as it makes the same truths which were known in some degree without it,

more clear, and frees them from tliose corruptions or false glosses which the per-

verse reasonings of men have set upon them ; wliereas Ave, by insisting on inexpli-

cable mysteries, which we pretend to be founded on divine revelation, though in

m Psal. civ. 24. n Epli. iii. 10. o Psul. xix. 7.
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reality they are not contained in it, cloud and darken the light of nature, and so

make the way of salvation more difficult than it would otherwise be. This objec-

tion, however plausible the words, at first view, may appear to be, certainly tends

to depreciate divine revelation. It supposes those doctrines now mentioned, and

many others of a similar nature, not necessary to salvation. It, therefore, takes

its rise from the Deists, however it may bo applied by the Anti-trinitarians, in

militating against the doctrine of the Trinity. And as the principal design of it is

to overthrow this doctrine, by supposing it to be uninteUigible, and, according to

their method of reasoning, in no sense the object of faith, the only reply which

need be made to it is, that the discoveries of the glory of God by the light of na-

ture, are, in some respects, as incomprehensible as the doctrine of the Trinity,

while we are not, for that reason, obliged to disbelieve or reject them. No advan-

tage, therefore, is gained against our argument, by supposing that the light of nature

contains a discovery of truths, plain, easy, and intelligible, and that the doctrine

of the Trinity is otherwise, and, as such, is not contained in divine revelation, and

cannot be defended.

The Doctrine of the Trinity not contrary to reason.

Another thing that may be premised, before we enter on the proof of the doc-

trine of the Trinity, is, that that doctrine is not contrary to reason, though it be

above it, and that our reasoning powers, when directed by scripture-revelation, are

not altogether useless, in order to our attaining such a degree of the knowledge of it

as is necessary, and ought' to be diligently sought. When a doctrine may be said

to be above reason, has been already considered, as well as that the doctrine of the

Trinity is so. "We are now, then, to obviate the most popular objection brought

against that doctrine, namely, that it is absurd and irrational, and that they who
maintain it must lay aside their reason before they can be induced to believe it ;

for it assumes either that three are equal to one, which is contrary to the common
sense of mankind, or that there is a plurality of gods, which is contrary to the first

principles of the light of nature. Here we are reflected on, as though we demanded
that our antagonists should lay aside their reason before we argue with them, and

so make it easy to be seen on which side the argument will preponderate. To make
way, then, for what may be said in defence of the doctrine of the Trinity, we shall

in this section. First, consider when a doctrine may be said to be contrary to reason ;

Secondly, show that the doctrine of the Trinity is not so ; and Thirdly, inquire

what is the use of reason in establishing it, or any other doctrines which are the

subject of pure revelation.

1. First, then, let us inquire when we may conclude that a doctrine is contrary to

reason. A doctrine may, in a sense, be said to be contrary to reason, when it is

contrary to the methods of reasoning made use of by particular persons, which are

not always just ; and it may then not be false or absurd, but rather the contrary.

It is nothing, therefore, to our present argument, to be asked, with an air of boast-

ing, by those on the other side of the question, that if the doctrine we are main-
taining could have been accounted for, how comes it to pass that so many men of

sense and learning, as are to be found among the Anti-trinitarians, have not been
able to do it ? We suppose a doctrine to be contrary to reason, only when it con-

tradicts some of the first principles which the mind of man cannot but yield its

assent to,—which it receives as soon as it takes in the sense of the words expressing

them, without demanding any proof. Examples of such principles are, that the

whole is greater than a part,—that a thing cannot be, and not be, at the same time,

—and that two is more than one. Or a doctrine is contrary to reason which, when
any point is proved to be true to a demonstration, is contained in a proposition con-

tradictory to it, in which the words are taken in the same sense.

2. We shall now show that the doctrine of the Trinity is not contrary to reason.

That this may appear, it is to be remarked that we do not say that the three Per-
sons in the Godhead are one Person, or that the one divine Being is three divine

Beings.

It is objected, however, that as reason establishes and proves the unity of the
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Godhead, it is coutrarv to it to say that the divine nature may be predicated of

more than one ; for, in that case, there is a plurality of Gods, and every distinct

Person must be a distinct God. In other words, it is alleged that the TrinitariaU

doctrine is downright Tritheism, and consequently contrary to reason. Here thosu

words of the Athanasian Creed are produced as an instance :
" The Father is God,

the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, yet there are not three Gods, but one
God; so that the Father is Eternal, the Son Eternal, and the Holy Ghost Eter-
nal, yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal ; and the Father Almighty,
the Son Almighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty, yet there are not three
Almighties, but one Almighty." These words they suppose, though witliout

ground, to contain a plain contradiction. When we say the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost are God, we do not say they are distinct Gods ; for the distinc-

tion between them respects their personality, not their deity. When, again,

we assert that they are all Eternal, or Almighty, we do not suppose that their

duration or power are distinct. And the same thing maybe said of all other
divine perfections that are attributed to them : the perfections -are the same in all

of them, though the persons are distinct. The charge of Tritheism thus lies in a
narrow compass. The Anti-trinitariaus say that there is one divine Being ; so do
we. But they add, that this divine Being is a divine person, since existence and
personality are the same, and that if there be more divine Persons, there must be
more Gods. This they maintain ; and this we deny. Now how do they prove it ?

The proof amounts to no more than this,—that there is no instance in finite things

—among angels or men, to whom alone personality can bo applied—of any distinct

persons who are not, at the same time, distinct beings. From this it is inferred

that the case must be the same with respect to the divine Persons. This inference

we are bound to deny. Our ideas of personality and of existence are not the

same, flow inseparable soever these may be in what respects creatures, we may
have distinct ideas of them, when we speak of the divine being and personality of the
Fatlier, Son, and Spirit. Hei-e it will, doubtless, be demanded, that we determine
wherein the ditference consists ; or, in particular, since every distinct finite Person
is a distinct being, what there is in the divine personality that should exclude the
Father, Son, and Spirit, from being distinct beings, because distinct Persons.

Must we then, when we conclude that there is a small or faint resemblance between
divine and human personality, be able to comprehend, and fully to describe, that
infinite disproportion which is between them, or else be charged with using words with-

out any manner of ideas annexed to them, and so let our cause fall to the ground?
If, indeed, the divine personality were finite, like that of the creature, it might
be required that a finite mind should account for it ; but since it is not so, but
incomprehensible, v/e are bound to believe what we cannot comprehend.

But have we no ideas at all of the distinct personality of the Father, Son, and
Spirit? To this we may answer, that we have finite ideas of it, and that only such
ideas have we of any of the divine perfections. We are taught, by scripture, to

say that they are distinct Persons. We also know what those "personal characters

or properties, whence our ideas take tlieir rise, signify, when aftirmed of men. At
the same time, we in our thoughts abstract every thing from these characters or

properties which argues imperfection. In short, in our conceptions of them we
proceed in the same way, as when we think of any of the perfections of the divine

nature. These, as well as the divine personality, are incomprehensible. Yet,

while we say they are infinitely more than can be in any creature, we, notwith-

standing, retain such ideas of them as tend to answer those ends of religion which
suppose that we apprehend something of them which is conducive to its exercise.

3. We are now to consider the use of reason in proving or defending the doctrine

of the Trinity, or any other doctrines of pure revelation. Though tliese doctrines

could not have been discovered by reason, nor can every thing that is revealed be

comprehended by it ; yet reason is not to be laid aside as useless, and has been
callec) by .scmie a servant to faith. While revelation discovers what doctrines we
are to believe, and demands our assent to them, reason ofl'crs a convincing proof that

wc arc under an indispensable obligation to give it—it proves the doctrine to be true

and buuh as is wurtiiy of (JoJ, as it is derived from him, the fountain of truth and
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wisdom. This office of reason, or tlie subserviency of it to our faith, is certainly

necessary ; for what is false cannot be the object of faith in general, and notliing

unworthy of God can be the matter of divine revelation or the object of a divine

faith.

Now, in order to reason's judging of the truth of things, it first considers the

sense of words, what ideas are designed to be conveyed by them, and whether tliese

are contrary to the common sense of mankind. It then proceeds to inquire into

those evidences that may give conviction, and enforce our belief of the ideas, and
leads us into the nature of the truths revealed, receives them as stamped with tho

authority of God, and considers them as agreeable to his perfections. It also leads

us into his design in revealing them, and what we are to infer from them ; and in

doing this, it connects things together, shows their importance, and observes the

dependence of one upon another, and how they are to be improved to answer the

best purposes. Now this office of reason may be perlbrmed in particular with re-

gard to the doctrine of the Trinity. That doctrine, as has been already proved,

contains in it no absurdity contradictory to reason ; and the evidences on which

our faith in it is founded, will bo farther considered when, by the express words of

scripture, or by just consequences deduced from them, we prove it to be a doctrine

of revelation, agreeable to the mind of the Holy Ghost. The proofs which we shall

then adduce will make it farther appear, that it is necessary for us to use our rea-

son in stating those doctrines which neither are founded on it, nor can be compre-

hended by it.

Whence the Doctrine of the Trinity is to be deduced.

We shall now consider whence the doctrine of the Trinity is to be deduced, or

where we are to search for that knowledge of it in which we are to acquiesce. Here
it must be observed, that it cannot be learnt from the light of nature ; for then

we should certainly be able to behold some traces of it in the works of creation

and providence, and, reasoning from the effect to the cause, should understand it

from them, as well as the power, wisdom, and goodness of God. We should never

have known that God made all things by his essential word, 'without whom,' as the

evangelist says,'? ' was not anything made that was made,' had we not been told so

by divine revelation. In like manner we should never have known that the Spirit,

as a distinct Person from the Father, created all things, and performed several

other works by which his personal glory is demonstrated, had we not been instructed

on the subject by scripture. The light of nature could discover to us, indeed, that

God, who is a Spirit, or an incorporeal Being, has produced many effects worthy

of himself ; but we could not have known by it that the word ' Spirit ' signifies a
distinct person,—a doctrine for which we are indebted to divine revelation. As for

the work of our redemption, in which, more than in all the other divine works, the

personal glory of the Fatlier, Son, and Spirit is demonstrated, we could have

known as little of that, by the light of nature, as we do of the Persons to whom it

is attributed.

It will, I am aware, be objected, that our first parents knew the doctrine of the

Trinity, as soon as they were created, else they could not have given that dis-

tinct glory to the Persons in the Godhead that is due to them,—that if we are re-

quired not only to worship the Divine Being, but to worship the Father, Son, and

Spirit, and if this worship is due from us as creatures, and not merely as fallen and
redeemed, it follows that our first parents must have known the doctrine of the

Trinity ; and they knew it not by divine revelation, but by the light of nature.

Now we will concede every thing in this objection, except that they did not know the

doctrine by divine revelation. They certainly had some ideas conveyed to them at

first by revelation, else tliey could not have known anything that related to insti-

tuted worship,—which, it is plain, they did. And shall it be reckoned any absur-

dity to suppose that they received the doctrine of the Trinity by divine revelation,

thougfh in the short history which Moses gives us of things relating to the state of

p John i. 3.
^'

T
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innocency, we have no particular account of their haying so received it ? It is suf-

ficient to our purpose to suppose that it was agreeable to the wisdom and goodness

of God to make known to them this important truth, and that, in consequence, he

actually did so, though not by the light of nature.

It is farther objected, that, as appears by their writings, the heathen, though

they were unacquainted with scripture, knew something of the doctrine of the Trin-

ity. To support this objection, reference is made to several mystical expressions

in the works of Plato, when he speaks of three principles, which seem to look in

the direction of the doctrine. One of the three principles of which he speaks,

he calls goodness, or a being that is good ; the second he calls his word, or reason

;

and the third a spirit, which diffuses its influence throughout the whole system of

beings, and which he sometimes calls ' the soul of the world.' In other passages,

he speaks of them as having a distinct sovereignty.^ He supposes the first to be

the cause of things most great and excellent ; the second, the cause of things of an

inferior nature ; the third, the cause of tilings yet more inferior. And, some of

his followers plainly call them ' three hypostases,' and sometimes, ' Father,' ' Word,'

and ' Spirit.' Now, the account which Plato and his followers seem to have given

of the doctrine of the Trinity, does not appear to have been taken from the light

of nature ; so that it affords no countenance to the principle of the objection. We
have sufficient ground to conclude that Plato travelled into Egypt with a design

to make improvements in knowledge ; and some suppose that he saw there a trans-

lation of part of the Bible into Greek,'' more ancient than that which is common-

ly attributed to the LXX, which was not compiled till a hundred years after his

time. Whether he did this, or not, is uncertain. It is not to be doubted, how-

ever, that he used several expressions which are contained in the books of Moses,

and that he took thence the plan of his laws. On this account some have called him

•a second Moses, speaking Greek.' But whether he received his notions imme-

diately from scripture, or by conversation with the Jews, of whom a great number
settled in Egypt after Gedaliah's death, is not material. It is sufficiently evident

that he did not obtain all his notions, in a way of reasoning, from the light of na-

ture. As for his followers, such as Plotinus, Proclus, Porphyry, and others,

though none of them pretended to be Christians, and one of them was an inveter-

ate enemy to Christianity, they lived in those ages when Christianity prevailed in

the woi'ld ; and they may well be supposed to have made their master Plato speak

several things, as to the mystery of the Trinity, which he never intended, were it

only to persuade the Christians that he was not inferior to Moses or any other hero

of the scripture.

Having answered objections, we shall take leave to notice the incautiousness

of some divines who have defended the doctrine of the Trinity. They have not

only asserted that Plato understood a great deal of it, but have made use of this

alleged fact as an answer to the Anti-trinitarian objection formerly mentioned, that

the doctrine of the Trinity is unintelligible ; and they, have taken a great deal of

pleasure in accounting for the doctrine, in such ways as the philosophers have

done.* Some of them have taken notice of a few dark hints which they have met

with in some of the poetical fictions, and have thence concluded that there was

something of the Trinity known, even by the heathen in general. Thus when the

word ' Three ' is mentioned by the poets, and applied to some things which they

relate concerning their Gods, or when they speak of God's delighting in an unequal

number, or in the number 'Three,' they are supposed to have had some confused

notion of the Trinity. This matter, however, is too gross to be particularly men-

tioned ; for it might give us an unbecoming idea of this divine mystery, or of those

who have better arguments to defend it. The reflection which I would make on it

is, that what has been called an advantage to the doctrine, has been certainly very

detrimental to it, and, as a late learned divine observes, has tended only to pervert

the simplicity of the Cliristian faith with mixtures of philosophy and vain deceit.*

I doubt not but the apostle had an eye to it, among other corruptions, which they

q Vid. Epist. 2. ad Dionys. r Vid. Euseb. Prep. Evang. lib. xiii. cap. 12. s Vid. Huet.

Concord. Ration, and Fid. lib. ii. cap. 3. t See Dr. Berriman's Historical Account, &c. page 94.



THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 147

who were attached to the heathen phik)sophj had begun to bring into their scheme

of divinity, and which others would notoriously intn)du(;e in after-ages, when he

said, ' Beware, lest any man spoil you, through philosophy and vain deceit, after

the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.'" 'J'his

corruption so much prevailed, that it has given occasion to some of the Anti-trini-

tarians to reproach the doctrine of the Trinity, as though it were a system of Plato-

nism ; and the fondness of the early Christian writers for using Plato's words, in ex-

plaining the doctrine of the Trinity, has given occasion for some of them to be

suspected as having been unfavourable to the scripture account of it. Adversaries

have, in consequence, laid claim to them as their own ; and have produced some
unwary expressions out of Justin Martyr, and others, to allege tiiat they were

favourable to the Arian scheme, though, in other parts of their writings, they ap-

pear remote from it.

This leads us to consider that some divines have used similitudes to explain the

doctrine of the Trinity. These, at best, tend only to illustrate, and not to prove a

doctrine. We can hardly make use of them for illustrating the doctrine of the

Trinity without conveying some ideas which are luibecoming it, if not subversive

of it ; and while we pretend to explain that which is in itself inexplicable, we do

no service to the truth. I shall here give a short specimen, that we may see how
some have unwarily weakened the cause which they have been maintaining. Some
have taken a similitude from three of the divine perfections. They say that there

are three invisibles of God, power, wisdom, and goodness, and that power creates,

wisdom governs, and goodness conserves ; and so they have gone on to explain this

doctrine, till they have almost given it into the hands of the Sabellians. Indeed,

they might have instanced in more divine perfections than three, had it been to

their purpose. Again, otliers have explained this doctrine, by some resemblance

which they apprehend to be found of it in man ; and they speak of the soul, as a

principle of a threefold life, rational, sensitive, and vegetative. Others speak of

three causes concurring to produce the same effect, the efficient, the constitutive,

and the final cause. Others have taken their similitude from inajiimate things,

—

as the sun, in which there are light, heat, and motion, which are inseparably con-

nected together, and tend to produce the same effects. Others, again, illustrate

the doctrine by a similitude taken from a fountain ; in which there is the spring in

the bowels of the earth, the water bubbling out of the earth, and the stream diffus-

ing itself in a perpetual course, receiving all it communicates from the fountain.

I am sorry there is occasion to caution any against this method of explaining the

doctrine of the Trinity. But these, and many other similitudes of a similar nature,

we find in the writings of some, who consider not what an advantage they give to

the common enemy. There are, indeed, in most of the similitudes, three things,

which are said, in different respects, to be one. But all the similitudes brought to

illustrate this doctrine, lead us to think of the whole divided into those parts of

which it consists. Writers notice these parts as three in number ; or they speak

of three properties of the same thing. And if their wit and fancy saw it needful

to speak of more than three, the same method of illustration would serve their pur-

pose, as much as it does the end for which they bring it. I would, therefore, con-

clude this head, by using the words of God to Job, ' Who is this that darkeneth

counsel by words without knowledge ?'^ AVho are these that, by pretending to

illustrate the doctrine of the Trinity by similitudes, do that, which, though very-

foreign to their design, tends to pervert it ?

Expository Rules respecting the Doctrine of the Trinity,

We shall now consider what general rules may be observed for our understand-

ing those scriptures on which our faith, with respect to the doctrine of the Trinity,

is founded. Since it is a doctrine of pure revelation, as has been before observed,

we must keep close to scripture, to the very words where they are express and
distinct on the subject, and to consequences deduced from them so far as these are

u Col. ii. 8. X Job xxxviii. 2.
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just and self-evident. At the same time, while we are sensible that we cannot

comprehend this mystery, we must take care that we pretend not to be wise above

what is revealed. Now there are some rules, which may be of use to us in our in-

quiries into the sense of scripture concerning this doctrine.

1. We must not suppose that the words of scripture, relating to it, are to be taken

in a sense which can be known by none but critics, as though it were designed to

be understood only by them, or as if the unlearned part of tlie woidd should be left

in the dark, or led astray as to several things which it contains. We are not to

suppose, for example, that we are at a loss as to the proper sense of the word ' God ;'

or that we can hardly know how to direct our faith and worsliip founded on it with-

out the help of criticism, or that we shall bo led to ascribe divine honour where it

is not due, for want of being acquainted with some distinctions concerning one that

may be called God by nature, or the supreme God, and others who may be called

God by office, or subordinate Gods. Nor is it incumbent on us that either we must

be able to distinguish concerning different kinds of worship ; or instead of honour-

ing the Son as we honour the Father, we must give him an inferior kind of divine

worship, short of what is due to the Father. For such worship as this, we have not

scripture warrant ; nor are we led by the scriptures to have any notion of a middle

being between God and the creature, or one that is not properly God, as the Father

is, and yet more than a creature, as though there were a medium between finite

and infinite ; nor are we led by scripture to conceive of any being, that has an

eternal duration, whose eternity is supposed to be before time, and yet not the same
with the eternal duration of the Father. These things we shall have occasion to

mention in their proper place. We need, therefore, make no farther mention of

them at present ; but may only observe, how unintelligible the scripture would be

in what relates to the doctrine of the Trinity, if the woi'ds had not a plain and de-

terminate sense, so that we should require to make use of such methods of reasoning

in order to arrive at the meaning of them.

2. If some divine perfections are attributed in scripture to the Son and Spirit, all

the perfections of the divine nature, by reason of their simplicity and unity, y may,

by a just consequence, be proved to belong to them. Hence, if we can prove, from

scripture, that they have ascribed to them some perfections which are propeidy

divine,—which, I hope, it will not be a difficult matter to do,—we are not to suppose

that our argument is defective, or that the doctrine of the Trinity is not sufficiently

maintained, though we cannot produce a scripture to prove every perfection of the

divine nature to be ascribed to them.

3. When any thing is mentioned, in scripture, concerning our Saviour, or the Holy
Spirit, which argues an inferiority to the Father, it is to be understood consistently

with other scriptures, which speak of their having the same divine nature ; for

scripture does not, in the least, contradict itself. How the two classes of texts on

this subject are to be understood, will be farther considered under a following liead.

4. If we have sufficient arguments to convince us of the truth of tlie doctrine of

the Trinity, our faith ought not to be shaken though we cannot fully understand

the sense of some scriptures, which are brought to oppose it. Not that we are to

suppose that the scripture gives countenance to two opposite doctrines ; but a person

may be fully satisfied concerning the sense of those scriptures, which contain the

doctrine of the Trinity, and yet not be supposed peri'cctly to understand the mean-

ing of every word, or phi-ase, used in scripture, or of some particular texts, which

are sometimes brought to support the contrary doctrine ; so that objections may be

brought, which he is not able readily to reply to. Shall he, therefore, deny the

truth, because he cannot remove all the dilheultics that seem to lie in the way of

it ? That would be to part with it at too easy a rate ; and when he has done this,

he will find greater difiiculties attending tlie contrary scheme of doctrine. Do
Anti-trinitarians object that we believe things contrary to reason, because we as-

sert tlie incomprehensibleness of divine mysteries? or that we are Tritheists, because

we believe that there are three Persons in the Godhead, and cannot exactly deter-

mine the difference between divine and human personality ? Wo could, on the other

y See page 131—3.
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hand, point at some difficulties, that they cannot easily surmount. What shall wc
think of their giving divine worship to our Saviour, when, at the same time, they

deny him to have tliose perfections that denominate him God in the same sense as

the Father ? The Socinians found it very difficult, when the matter was disputed

among themselves, as to their worshipping him whose deity they denied, to recon-

cile their practice with tlieir sentiments. The Arians will find that this objection

equally affects their scheme ; and it will bo no less difficult for them to reconcile

Christ's character, as Redeemer, Governor of the world. Judge of quick and dead,

with their low ideas of him, when denying his proper deity. These things we only

mention occasionally atpresent, that it may not be thought that the doctrine of the

Trinity is exposed to greater difficulties than the contrary doctrine ; and that they

who are not furnished with all those qualifications which are necessary for its de-

fence, may not reckon those arguments, by which they have been convinced of the

truth of it, less valid, because they are not able, at present, to answer all objections

that may be brought against them.

5. The weight of several arguments taken from scripture to prove the doctrine of

the Trinity, is to be considered as well as the arguments themselves. We do not

pretend that every one of them is equally conclusive. There are some which are

often brought to support it, which we can lay no great stress upon ; and these we
shall omit to mention, lest we should give occasion to the adversary to insult, or

conclude that we take anything for an argument that has been brought as such to

prove this doctrine. We will not pretend to prove, therefore, or peremptorily to

determine, that the doctrine of the Trinity is contained in those words of the

psalmist, ' By the word of tlie Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of

them by the breath of his mouth. '^ Nor will we pretend to prove this doctrine

from the threefold repetition of the word ' Jehovah,' in the form of a benediction

to be used by the High Priest, ' The Lord bless thee, and keep thee ; the Lord
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up his

countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.'* Nor do we lay any stress on the

threefold repetition of the word, ' Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts;''' though
we shall show, in its proper place, that there are several things in the context

which evidently prove this doctrine. Yet if, together with arguments that are

more conclusive, we, at any time, bring some that are less so, we may at least

infer that the scripture way of speaking is consistent with the doctrine of the

Trinity in places that do not so directly prove it. This we have thought proper

to mention, because it is a very common thing for those who cannot answer the

most weighty arguments that are brought to support a doctrine, to bend their

greatest lorce against those which have the least strength, and then to triumph as

though they had gained the victory, when they have done it only in what respects

that which is less material.

Definition of Terms on the Subject of the Trinity.

We shall now consider in what sense we are to understand the words ' Trinity'

and ' Persons in the Godhead;' and in what respect the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, are said to be one. The word ' Trinity' is not to be found in scripture, yet
what we understand by it is plainly contained in it. AVe therefore use the word as

agreeable to scripture. Thus we read that there are ' three that bear record in

heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost,' and that ' these three are

one.'*' The three here mentioned are Persons, because they are described by per-

sonal characters. We shall take occasion elsewhere, when we prove the Deity of

the Son and Spirit, to consider their being one, that is, their having the same
nature. This subject we shall waive at present, as we are considering only the

sense of words commonly used by us in treating of the doctrine.

All contending parties, however they have explained the word 'Trinity,' have, in

compliance with custom, used the word, and have so far defined it as to understand
by it ' three, who are, in some respect, one.' Some writers, however, have aot cared to

z PshI. xxxiii. 6. a Num. vi. 24—26. b Isa. vi. 3. c 1 John v. "J.
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use the word ' person ;' or if they have, it is without the most known and proper

idea contained in it. The Sabellians, for example, whenever they use the word,

intend nothing by it but three relations, which may be attributed to the same
person, as when the same person may be called a father, a son, and a brother, in

different respects ; or as when he that, at one time, sustains the person of a judge,

may, at another time, sustain that of an advocate. This is what some call a

Trinity of names ; and they might as well have declined to use the words altogether,

as to explain them in this sense. Again, the Arians use the word 'person.' They
have run, however, into another extreme ; and while they avoid Sabellianism, they

would lay themselves open to the charge of Tritheism, did they not deny the

proper deity of the Son and Spirit. They suppose that every distinct Person is a

distinct being, agreeably to the sense of personality as applied to men. This sense

of the word, however, as has been already considered, is to be abstracted from the

idea of personality, when applied to the Persons in the Godhead. The Arians

also understand the oneness of the divine Persons in a sense agreeable to their

own scheme, and different from ours : they speak of them as one in will, consent,

or design,—in which respect, God and the creature may be said to be one. Accord-

ingly, Arius and his adherents, in the council at Nice, refused to allow that the

divine Persons were 'Oftoivmoi consubstantial, and, with a great many evasions and
subterfuges, attempted to conceal their sentiments. All that they could be brought

to own was, that the Son was 'Ofiotot, or 'O/niievirias; which amounts to no more than

this,—that whatever likeness there may be, in some respects, yet he has not the

same proper divine nature with the Father and Holy Ghost.

We are now led to consider the sense in which the word 'person' is generally

used by those who defend what we think to be the scripture-doctrine of the Trin-

ity. There are some, it is true, both among ancient and modern writers, who at-

tempt to explain what they mean by the word ' person,' who are so unhappy as to

leave the sense of it more dark than they found it : they define it, agreeably to

the usages of metaphysicians and schoolmen, to this eff"ect,—that it is a suppo£tum,

endowed with reason,—or that it is one entire, individual, incommunicable, ration-

al subsistence. Others, when they define Personality, tell us, that it is a positive

mode of a being, terminating and completing its substantial nature, and giving

incommunicability to it,—words which need to be explained more than the thing

defined by them. Here I cannot but take notice of that warm debate which

there was between the Greek and Latin church about the words 'Hypostasis'

and 'Persona.' The Latin church concluding that the word 'Hypostasis'

signified substance or essence, thought that to assert that there were three divine

Hypostases, was to say that thei-e were three Gods. On the other hand, the Greek
church thought that the word 'Persona' did not sufficiently guard against the

Sabellian notion, of the same being sustaining three relations. On these

grounds, each part of the chui ch was ready to brand the other with heresy
;

till, by a free and mutual conference, in a synod at Alexandria, a. d. 362, they

made it appear, that their dispute was but a contention about the grammatical

sense of a word. It was then allowed, by men of temper on both sides, that the

two words might be indift^'crently used.* But what signifies the use of them, when
perplexed with the scholastic explications of them ? These have given occasion to

some whose sentiments have been very conflicting as to the doctrine of the Trinity,

to express themselves with some dislike. On tlie one hand, the Socinians, and
some among the Remonstrants who made very great advances towards their scheme,

such as, Curcelhcus, Episcopius, and others,'*' have complained that this doctrine

was clouded with hard words ; and, though their design might be to substitute

such words as would make the remedy worse than the disease, their complaint is

not altogether groundless. On the other hand, some who have embraced the doc-

trine of the Trinity, would not liave liked its advocates the worse, had they chosen

tx) have defended it in a more plain and intelligible manner. Calvin himself wishes

that some words which are so warmly opposed and defended on each side, were al-

ii Vi(i. Forbes. Instruct. Hist. Theol. lib. i. cap. 2. § 8. b Vid. Curcell. in Quatern. Dissert,

de Voc. Triiiit. Personae, &c.
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together laid aside and buried, provided that such might be retained as express

our faith in the doctrine of the Father, Son, and Spirit, being the one God, but
distinguished by thoir personal properties. •= This is that plain sense of the word
' person ' which I shall make use of, in what 1 shall attempt to lay down in its de-

fence.

We never call any thing a person tliat is not endowed with understanding and
will. The most glorious inanimate creatures, either in heaven or earth, whatever
excellencies they have, or how useful soever they are to the world, are not persons.

When tlie sun is described as though it were a person, and is compared to ' a bride-

groom coming out of his chamber, and rejoicing as a strong man to run a race,'"*

the words are never understood in any otlier but a metaphorical sense. So ' be-

hemoth ' and the ' leviathan,' mentioned in Job, being no other than brute crea-

tures, are described with personal characters, in the same figurative way of speak-

ing. We always suppose a person to have an understanding and will. Again,

M'henever, ' I,' ' Thou,' and ' He,' are applied to any subject, they always denote a
person,— ' I,' a person speaking ;

' Thou,' a person spoken to ; and ' He,' or ' llim,'

a person spoken of. When such modes of speaking are sometimes applied to things

that are destitute of reason, or to any moral virtues or pi'inciples of acting, which,

from the nature of the thing, cannot be denominated persons, they are very easily

understood in a figurative sense ; and this may, without any difficulty, be distin-

guished from the proper sense, whereby those who are so denoted are denominated
persons. There are also some characters which always denote persons, and some
works performed which are properly personal, and can be performed by none but

persons. Thus a father, or a son, a Creator, a Redeemer, a benefactor, a Media-
tor, an advocate, a surety, a judge, a lord, a lawgiver, and many others of a simi-

lar nature, are all personal characters. Hence, whoever acts with design, and has

such cliaracters attributed to him, we call, according to tlie proper acceptation of

the word, a person. These characters we shall endeavour to apply to the Persons in

the Godhead, to px'ove their distinct personality. But since we are at present con-

sidering only the acceptation of words, we shall briefly observe the difl'erence be-

tween a divine and a human person, when some personal properties, characters, or

works, are attributed to each of them.
Human persons are separated one from the other. Thus, Peter, James, and

John, were three persons, but they were separated one from the other. On the

other hand, the Persons in the Godhead, however distinguished by their char-

acters and properties, are never separated, as having tlie same divine essence or

nature. As for human persons, one of them might have had a being and person-

ality had the other never existed, because it exists by the will of God. But the

divine Persons have a necessary existence and personality, as being, in all respects,

independent; so that as they could not but be God, they could not but be divine

Persons. The personality of the Son and the Spirit are equally independent with

that of the Father, and as nmch independent as their being and divine perfections.

—

Again, human persons have only the same kind of nature, which is generally called

a common specific nature, but not the same individual nature with another person.

Though every man has a nature like that of the rest of mankind, yet the human
nature, as attributed to one person, is not the same individual human nature that

is attributed to another ; for then the power and act of reasoning, or the ideas that

there are in one man, would be the same power and the same individual ideas

that are in another. But when we speak of the Persons in the Godhead as having

the divine nature and perfections, we say that this nature is the same individual

nature in all of them, though the Persons are distinct ; otherwise the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost, could not be said to be truly and properly God, and to

have the same understanding, will, and other perfections of the divine nature.

—

Further, when we speak of human persons, we say that as many persons as

there are, so many beings tliere are. Every human person has its own proper be-

ing, distinct from all otlier persons or beings. But we do not say so with ix'.epect

to the divine Per.-5ons ; for the divine Being is but one, and the Godhead of the

c Vid. Calv. Iiistitut. lib. i. cap. 13. § 5. tl Psal. xi.x. 5.
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is the very same. This is what we understand

when we say, that though there are three Persons in the Godhead, yet they are

the same in substance, or the one only living and true God.

This leads us to consider in what respect the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are

said to be one. By this we mean that the Son and Holy Ghost have all the per-

fections of the divine nature, in the same sense as the Fatlier has. To say less

than this, is to assert no more than what our adversaries will allow. They will

not deny them perfections, nor would they be thought to deny them to have divine

perfections
; yea, many of them will not stick to say, that they aretruly and pro-

perly God,—by which they mean, that whatever deity is attributed to them in

scripture, by the appointment of the Father, that is, whatever divine authority

they have, properly belongs to them. I think, however, that none of them will allow

that they have the divine nature in the same sense in which the Father is said to

have it. This is what we shall endeavour to prove ; and more than this needs not

be said in order to establish that the same supreme worsliip is due to the Son
and the Spirit, as to the Father. In order to this, we shall consider the force of

those arguments contained in one of the Answers, and, together with them, the

sense of that scripture, in which our Saviour says, ' I and my Father are one ;'®

as also that scripture ' the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, who bear record

in heaven, are one.'^ But the consideration of these we shall reserve to a follow-

ing head.

As to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost being ' equal in power and glory,' we
may observe, that there are two expressions, which we often use, to set forth the
deity of the Son and Spirit: we sometimes say that they are God, equal with the

Father,—at other times, that they have the same essential perfections. Some
may, perhaps, reply, that if they are equal, they cannot be the same ; or, on the

other hand, if they are the same, they cannot be equal. Now, for understanding
what we mean by such expressions, let it be observed, that when we consider them
as having the divine essence, or any of its perfections, we choose to describe them,
not as equal, but as the same. We, for example, do not say that the wisdom,
power, or holiness, of the Son and Spirit, is equal to the same perfection as as-

cribed to the Father. But when we speak of them as distinct Persons, then we
consider them as equal. The essential glory of the Father, Son, and Spirit, is

the same ; but their personal glory is equal. In this sense we would be under-
stood, when we say the Son and Holy Ghost are each of them God, or divine Per-
sons, equal with the Father.

We shall now, by applying what has been observed as to the meaning of the

word 'person,' prove that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are distinct Persons
in the Godhead, and we shall add something concerning those personal properties

mentioned in one of the Answers we are explaining with respect to the eternal

generation of the Son, and the procession of the Holy Ghost.

The Personality of the Son.

As to the personality of the Son, inasmucli as the Arians and Socinians never yet
called it in question, we own that it is not necessary, when we dispute with
them, to prove it. The Sabellians, however, deny it ; and also a late writer,^ who
plainly gives in to their scheme, and concludes the Son of God to be no other than
the eternal reason of God. Accordingly, he thus renders John i. I. * In the begin-
ning was the word,' that is, reason, 'and by him,' that is, by it, 'were all things

made.' And when it is objected, that this mode of speaking signifies nothing more
than a quality in God, the only answer that he gives is, that it signifies no more a
quality, than if we should translate it, ' The Word,' as is generally done. Now if

persons, wliether they pretend to be Sabellians or not, express themselves in such a
manner, it is necessary for us to prove the personality of the Son. We shall, there-
fore, state two arguments to show that the Son is a distinct Person from the
Father.

e John X. 30. f 1 John v. 7. g See Le Cleic's Supplement to Dr. Hammond on the
New Tcstaratiit, preface to John i.
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1. We often read, in scripture, of two divine Persons speaking to or of one another,

the distinguishing personal characters, 'I,' ' Thou,' and 'lie,' being applied to

them. Thus it is said, ' The Lord, ' that is, tlie Father, ' said unto my Lord, ' namely,

the Son, ' Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.''' This

may be observed throughout the whole psalm. Thus, ' Thy people shall be will-

ing;'' and 'Ho,' meaning the Son, 'shall judge among the heathen;''' and ' lie

shall drink of the brook in the way.'' So, in another psalm, speaking of the Son,
' Thou art fairer than the children of men ;' and ' Thy throne, God, is for ever

and ever.'"* The places of scripture where we have such modes of speaking con-

cerning the Son, are almost innumerable. We, therefore, proceed to consider that,

2. Other personal cliaracters are given him. Thus, when he is called the Son of

God, whatever we are to understand by that relation or character, (of which more

shall be said under a following head,) it certainly denotes him a Person distinct

from the Father. His being sent into the world by the Father, which is frequently

affirmed of him in the New Testament, also proves this ; for a quality, relation, or

property, cannot be said to be sent, as the Son is. So when he is described as a

Redeemer, a Mediator, a Surety, a Creator, and when he is styled, by the prophet,

the everlasting Father, and often described as a Prophet, Priest, or King, and

when he is called, ' Lord of all,' or 'the Prince of peace,' or 'the Prince of the kings

of the earth,' all these characters sufficiently prove his personality. All those

works likewise which he performs, as sustaining these relations or characters, are

properly personal ; and some of them are never ascribed to any other person.

Thus the Father, or Holy Ghost, are never said to assume the human nature, or

to become sureties for the salvation of men, or to execute mediatorial offices.

From all these considerations it evidently appears, that the Son is a distinct Per-

son. That he is a divine Person, will be proved under a following head ; and ob-

jections to his personality will be answered along with those to the personality of

the Holy Ghost.

The Personality of the Holy Spirit.

The distinct personality of the Holy Ghost is denied, not only by the Sabellians,

but by some of the Socinians. Socinus himself denies it. He describes the Holy
Ghost as the power of God,—intending hereby, as his mode of speaking seems to

denote, the energy of the divine nature, or that whereby the Father, who is the

only one to whom, according to him, the divine nature is attributed, produces those

effects which required infinite power. The Socinians, accordingly, call the Spirit,

the power of God essentially considered. They set aside all those prooi's that may
be produced from scripture to evince his personality,—proofs which are so plain

and evident, that many of them have, in this particular, dissented from Socinus,

and owned the Spirit to be a Person. Accordingly some of them, while they denj
his divine nature, have described him as the chief of created Spirits, or the Head
of the Angels. A bold writer expresses himself thus : "I believe that there is one

principal Minister of God and Christ, peculiarly sent from heaven, to sanctify the

church, who, by reason of his eminency and intimacy with God, is singled out of

the number of the other heavenly Ministers, or Angels, and comprised in the holy

Trinity, being the third Person thereof ; and that this Minister of God and Christ

is the Holy Spirit.""

AVe shall prove the Personality of the Holy Ghost, by considering some personal

characters ascribed to him, and works performed by him. There are several such

characters, by wliich he is denominated a Person. When, in particular, he is called

a Sanctifier, a Reprover, a Witness, a Comforter, it evidently appears that he is a
Person. It is said, that 'when he,' that is, 'the Comforter, is come, he will reprove

the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment;' and also, that 'he will guide

you into all truth ; he will show you things to come,'° &c. In one passage, the distinct

personality of the three Persons, and particularly of the Holy Spirit, is asserted: 'I

h Psal. ex. 1. i Vcr. 3. k Ver. 6. 1 Ver. 7. m Psal. xlv. 2, 6. ji See BiddJe's

Coiifessioii ol Faith, touching the Holy Trinity, Article VI. o John xvi. 8, 13.

I. U
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will praj' the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, even the Spirit cf

truth ;' and ' The Comforter, wliich is the Holj Ghost, whom the Father will send in

mj name, he shall teach you all things/™ Now, it is certain, that to teach, or to

instruct, is a personal character. So also is to speak or to dictate to another what
he should say, and this the Holy Ghost is said by our Saviour to his disciples to

do :
' Whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye ; for it is not ye

that speak, but the Holy Ghost. ''^ Moreover, to witness, or testify, is a personal

character, when the testimony is not merely objective, as when Job calls his

' wrinkles ' and his ' leanness ' a witness against him.° When there is a formal

testimony given, he that gives it is, according to our common way of speaking,

generally considered a person. And thus the Holy Ghost is described :
' We are

his witnesses of these things, and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to

them that obey him.'P Here the Holy Ghost being a witness, is as much a personal

character as their being witnesses. And it is also said, ' The Holy Ghost witnessetli

in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.'i Again, dwelling is a per-

sonal character. No one ever supposes that anything that is in a house dwells there,

excepting persons. But the Holy Ghost is said to dwell in believers;'' and, allud-

ing to this, it is also said :
' Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.'® As a

house is the dwelling-place of a person, so a temple is the dwelling-place of a divine

person. Again, to send any one is a personal character. But this also is attributed

to the Holy Ghost : The apostles ' being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed.''

Again, acting wath a sovereign will and pleasure, is what belongs only to a person

;

and this is applied to the Holy Ghost :
' It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to

us.'" Again, prohibiting or forbidding a person to act, is a personal character.

This likewise is applied to the Holy Ghost : The apostles ' were forbidden of the

Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia!* Again, to constitute or appoint any one

to execute an office, is a personal character. This the Holy Ghost is said to have
done, Avlien he made the elders of Ephesus overseers of the flock.y There are

several other personal works and characters, which might have been mentioned
;

but these are, I humbly conceive, sufficient to prove that the Holy Ghost is a
Person. I have no more than mentioned the scriptures which exhibit these per-

sonal characters ; because I shall have occasion, under a following head, to refer

to some of them for the proof of his Deity.

It will be objected, by those who are favourers of the Sabellian scheme, that the

characters which we have laid down to prove the personality of the Son, and Holy
Ghost, are not sufficient to answer that end ; for they are often applied, in a meta-

phorical way, to those things which no one supposes to be persons, and may be
taken in this sense when applied to the Son and Spirit. To support this objection,

they produce several instances out of the book of Job, and some other parts of

scripture, where things which are not really persons are described with personal

characters. Thus, speaking concerning the unicorn, it is said, ' Wilt thou trust

him? W^ilt thou leave thy labour to him? Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring

home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn ?'^ So, concerning the horse, as though
he acted with design as an intelligent creature, it is said, ' He goeth on to meet
the armed men ; he mocketh at fear ; neither believeth he that it is the sound of

the trumpet; he saith among the trumpets. Ha! haf'^ Concerning the eagle,

' She dwelleth on the rock.'^ And concerning the leviathan, ' Will he make many

m John xiv. IG, 17. 26. Some liave thought that ixuvof, being- of (he masculine gender, because

it refers inniiediately to Tvivfia, which is of the neuter, iniplies, that the Spirit is taken personally,

whirli is the reason of tliis grammatical construction. l}ut if it be said that the reason why it is

masculine is, because it agrees with va^axXtiros. it notwithstanding proves the personality of the

Holy Ghost, since a condorter is a personal character. The same thing is observed in the gram-
mati(vil construction of Ephes. i. 13, 14. which, speaking concerning the Holy Spirit of promise,

rt mufta rns frayy.Xi'xs, .-ays, irrn a^pafiuv. This denotes the personal character of the Spirit;

otherwise it woiilii have been i trnv u^pa/iav,— unless you could suppose is to agree with a^pafiav^

which si-ems to b^^ a more 6traiiie<i sense of the grammatical construction than the Other which
proves his peigonality.

n Mark xiii. 11. o Job xvi. 8. p Acts v. 32. q Acts xx. 23.

f John xiv. 17. B 1 Cor. vi. 19. t Acts xiii. 4. u Acts xv. 28.

X Acts xvi, e. y Acts xx. 28. z Job xxxix. 11, 12. a Ver. 21 &c.

b Ver 28. j
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supplications unto thee ? Will he speak soft words unto thee ? Will he make a

covenant with thee ? He estcemoth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood. Darts

are counted as stubble ; he laugheth at the shaking of the spear ; he beholdeth all

high things ; he is a king over all the children of pride. '*= There are many other

personal characters given to brute creatures, which are taken in a metaphorical

sense ; and sometimes they are applied to inanimate creatures. Thus, ' HatJi the

rain a father ? or Avho hath begotten the drops of dew ? out of whose womb came
the ice ? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it ? Canst thou bind

the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion ? Canst thou bring

forth Mazzaroth in his season, or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons ?''^ By
this description nothing is intended but the signs in the zodiac, or some of the

constellations, together with the particular stars of which they consist
; yet these

ai*e described as though they were persons. So, ' Canst thou send lightnings,

that they may go, and say unto thee, Here we are V^ Again, the powers and facul-

ties of the soul of man have sometimes personal characters ascribed to them. Thus
conscience is said to ' bear witness.'*" And some instances may be brought from

scripture of a person's speaking to himself ; yet these do not prove that there are

two persons in man, one speaking, and the other spoken to. It is therefore in-

ferred, that we cannot prove the personality of the Son and Holy Ghost from those

personal characters ascribed to them ; which may be taken in a metaphorical

sense, as well as in the instances now mentioned.

In answer to this objection, several things may be considered. 1. Though the

scripture often uses figurative, and particularly metaphorical, ways of speaking
;

yet these may be easily distinguished from similar phrases used elsewhere, con-

cerning which we have sufficient ground to conclude that they are to be taken in

a proper sense. Though it is true, therefore, that there are personal characters

given to things which are not persons
; yet we are not to conclude, that whenever

the same modes of speaking are applied to those who are capable of performing
personal actions, they must be taken in a metaphorical sense ; for that sense is a
known exception to the common idea contained in words. 2. Most of those pas-

sages of scripture, where personal characters are attributed, in a metaphorical sense,

to things which are not persons, are in the poetical books, or in some particular

places where there is a peculiar beautiful mode of speaking taken from poetry.

Will it therefore follow, that these personal characters are used in other parts of

scripture, in which the Holy Ghost does not think fit to express himself in such an
elegancy of style ? Now it is certain, that the personal characters before-mentioned
are, throughout the whole scripture, given to the Son, and Holy Ghost, in places

where there is no design of using a lofty figurative or uncommon way of speaking,

as in the instances of the poetical passages. 3. We must not suppose that the Holy
Ghost uses any figurative ways of speaking, so as to cast a veil on plain truths, or
to endanger our being led out of the way, as we should certainly be, if the many
hundreds of places in scripture in which these personal characters are applied to

the Son and Spirit, were to be taken in a metaphorical sense, without any intima-
tion given in the context that they are so to be understood. And it will certainly

be very difficult to find out any place in scripture that may serve to direct us in

our application of these characters, and to show, as applied to the persons in the

Godhead, wlien they are to be taken in a metaphorical sense, and when not. 4.

Though we find many metaphors in scripture, yet the mcst important truths are
laid down in the plainest manner, so that the injudicious and unlearned reader,

who understands nothing of the art of rhetoric or criticism, is able to understand
tliem. They are, at least, not universally wrapt up in figurative ways of speaking.

Now, it would be strange, if the account we have of tlie personality of the Sou
and Holy Ghost, which is a doctrine of the highest importance, and such as renders
them distinct objects of worship, should be expressed in such a way, as that we
should be at the greatest uncertainty whether they are persons or not. 5. If per-
sonal characters are not metaphorical, when applied to men or angels, who are
subjects capable of having personality attributed to them, why should they be

c Job xli. 3, 4, 27, 29, 34. d Chap, xxxviii. 2S_32. e Ver. 35. f Rom. ix. 1.
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reckoned metaphorical, when applied to the Son and Spirit, who, though they are

not distinct beings, yet have a divine understanding and will, and therefore are

not rendered incapable of having personality ascribed to them, as signified by these

characters ? G. To assert that personal charactex's, attributed to the Son and
Spirit, are always to be understood in a metaphorical sense, would give equal

groun,d to conclude that they are to be so understood when applied to the Father.
Accordingly, if we militate against their personality, we shall, at the same time,

overthrow his personality ; and if we deny that there are three Persons in the

Godhead, we shall, in efiect, suppose that there are no Persons in the Godhead, any
otherwise than as the Godhead, which is common to the Father, Son, and Spirit,

is often described as though it were a Person ; and i; ever the word ' personality

'

is used or applied in a metaphorical sense, it must be when the Godhead is so de-

scribed. 7. Though some personal characters are occasionally applied, in a meta-
phorical sense, to things that are not Persons, yet it is not usual for these to be
described as performing personal works. When, in particular, any statements de •

scribe personal works, not in the way of occasional hint, or in connexion with

metaphorical modes of speaking, but as a long series of action, and in a variety

of performances, they must certainly be understood in a proper sense. Thus, when
the Son and Spirit are set forth in scripture as performing those works which are

expressive of their personal glory,—the one in what respects the purchase of re-

demption, and the other in the application of it ; and when each of them is de-

scribed as standing in those relations to men which are founded in the performance
of these works, certainly what is said of them must be understood in a most proper
sense. We must take heed, lest, while we attempt to prove that the Persons in

the Godhead are to be taken in a figurative sense, we do not give occasion to any
to think that the great benefits which we receive from them are to be understood

in the same sense.

The Personal Properties of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

We shall now take notice of some other personal properties, whereby the Son and
Spirit are distinguished from one another, and from the Father. We shall notice

these as they are expressed in one of the Answers under our present consideration.
' It is proper to the Father to beget the Son,' or, as it is sometimes expressed, to

be unbegotten, ' and to the Son, to be begotten of the Father, and to the Holy
Ghost, to proceed from the Father and the Son, from all eternity.' This is cer-

tainly one of the most difficult heads of divinity that can be insisted on ; and some
have made it more so, by their attempting to explain it. I have sometimes thought
that it would be the safest and most eligible way, to pass it over, as a doctrine less

necessary to be understood. There are, however, several scripture-expressions, on
which it is founded, which we ought to pay the greatest delerence to, much more
than to those explications which are merely human. The properties also plainly

prove the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghost, to be distinct Persons ; and we must there-

fore humbly inquire into the meaning of those scriptures in which they are men-
tioned. We must thus say something as to what is generally called the eternal gen-
eration of the Son and the procession of the Holy Ghost. And I liope, through
divine assistance, we shall advance no doctrine that is either subversive of our faith

in tlie doctrine of the Trinity, which we are endeavouring to maintain ; or deroga-

tory to the essential or personal glory of the Father, Son, and Spirit ; or alto-

gether contrary to the sense in which many Christians, who are unacquainted with

those modes ot speaking used by the fathers and schoolmen, understand those scrip-

tures upon which this doctrine is founded.

Here we shall give a brief account of wliat we apprehend to be the commonly re-

ceived sentiments of divines, who, in their writings, have strenuously maintained,

and judiciously defended, tlie doctrine of the Trinity, concerning the eternal gen-

eration of the Son, and tlie procession of the Holy Ghost. Tliis I shall endeavour
to do with the greatest deference to those who have treated of these subjects, as

well as with the greatest impartiality ; and I sliall take occasion to show how far

the Arians conclude that we give up the cause to them, and yet how little reason
they have to insult us upon this head.
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As to the eternal generation of the Son, it is generally explained in this manner.

The Father is called by some, ' tlie fountain of the Godhead,' an expression taken

from some of the fathers who defended tlie Nicene faith. But others, of late, have

rather chosen to call the Father the fountain of the Trinity ; and he is said to be

of himself, or unbegotten. This they state as his personal character, distinct from

that of the Son. On the other hand, the Son, as to his personality, is generally

described as being from the Father. Many choose to express themselves about

this mystery in these terms,—'the Father communicated the divine essence to the

Sou.' This is the most common mode of speaking ; though others think it safer

to sav, that he communicated the divine personality to him. I cannot tell, how-

ever, which is least exceptionable. But when I tind others using the phrase, ' the

Father gave the divine essence to the Son,' their mode of speaking bemg founded,

as they apprehend, on that scripture, ' As the Father hath life in himself, so hath

he given to the Son to have life in himself,'^ I cannot but think it is an unguarded

expression, and foreign to the design of the Holy Ghost in that scripture, as will

be hereafter considered. The Arians are ready to insult us upon such modes of

speaking, and suppose us to conclude that the Son receives his divine perfections,

and therefore cannot be God equal with the Father, None of those, however, who
use such expressions, suppose that the Son's deity is founded on the arbitrary will of

the Father ; for they all assert that the divine nature is communicated necessarily,

and from all eternity, as the sun communicates its rays necessarily, which are of equal

duration with it. Hence, while they make use of a word which, according to its

most known acceptation, seems subversive of the truth, they happily, for truth's sake,

explain away the. proper sense of it ; so that all they can be blamed for by the adver-

sary, is an impropriety of expression. Again, others speak a little more exception-

ably, when, explaining the eternal generation of the Son, they say that the Father

produced him. But this idea they also happily explain away ; saying that the pro-

duction of which they speak, is not such as in the case of tlve cause producing the

eft'ect. Some of the fathers, indeed, who have been in the Trinitarian scheme,

have unwarily called the Father the cause of the Son. Yet our modern divines

seldom or never use that expression ; or, if they speak of an eternal production,

they suppose it to differ vastly from the production of creatures, or from produc-

tion in that sense in which tlie Arians suppose the Son to be produced. The ex-

pression, however, had certainly better be laid aside, lest it should be thought that

we conclude the Son not equally necessary, and, from all eternity, co-existent with

the Father ; which our divines, how unwarily soever in other respects they may
express themselves, are very far from denying.

We shall now consider how some divines express themselves, concerning the pro-

cession of the Holy Ghost. On this subject, they generally speak as though the

divhie essence were communicated by the Father and the Son to the Holy Ghost.

Hence, they suppose that the Holy Ghost, at least as he is a divine Person, or has

the divine nature communicated to him, cannot, any more than the Son, be said to

boot himself, but is from the Father and the Son, fromwhom he proceeds, or receives,

as tome express it, the divine nature, or as others say, the divine personality. Others

speak of the Spiration of the Holy Ghost, which they suppose to be the same with his

procession. The world, however, is much at a loss to understand what they mean
by the word ' Spiration.' It seems to be a mere metaphorical expression, as when
they call him the breath of the Father and the Son ; and if so, it will not express

his proper personality. But since we are much in the dark about the reason of

this mode of speaking, it would be better to lay it aside, as many modern writers

have done.

As to the manner of the procession of the Holy Ghost, there was, about the

eighth and ninth centuries, a very warm dispute between the Greek and the Latin

church, whether the Spirit proceeded from tlie Father only, or from the Father

and the Son, The controversy rose to such a height, that tliey charged one an-

other with heresy and schism ; though neither side well understood what they con-

tended about. Ilad they agreed to the healing expedient, afterwards proposed,

a John V, 26,
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that tliey should mutually acknowledge tliat the Holy Ghost was from the Father

by the Son, the matter would have been left as much in the dark as it was before.

Some speak of the procession of the Holy Ghost, as though he was produced by the

Father and the Son, as the Son, as was before observed, is said, in his eternal genera-

tion, to be produced by the Father. Yet they suppose that the production of neither

of them was such that they may be called effects,—for that would be to give away
the cause we contend for ; and they term it the production of a Person in, and not

out of, the divine essence. But which way soever we understand the phrase, it con-

tains such an impropriety of expression as can hardly be defended. It is much better

indeed to explain away the proper and grammatical sense of words, than to corrupt

the truth
;
yet I would not follow them in this mode of speaking. Moreover, some

have pretended to determine the difference between the eternal generation of the

Son, and the Spirit's procession. They, with modesty, premise indeed that the

matter is not to be explained ; but, as far as they enter into it, they suppose

the difference to be this,—that in the eternal generation of the Son, the Father

communicated the divine essence, or, at least, personality to him, which is his act

alone, and herewith he communicated a property, or power, to him, to communi-

cate the same divine essence to the Holy Ghost, while in the procession of the

Holy Ghost from the Father and the Son, there is no power conveyed to him to

communicate the divine essence to any other as a fourth Person in the Godhead.

These things may be observed in the writings of those who treat of this subject.

It is to be feared, however, that they enter too far into the explication of this un-

searchable mystery ; and some will be ready to conclude that they attempt to be

wise above what is written.

In giving my own sense of the communication of the divine essence, I shall

probably be thought not to say enough concerning it ; yet I hope that, in other

respects, none will conclude that I advance any thing subversive of the doctrine of

the Trinity. I assert that the divine essence is not communicated by the Father

to the Son and Holy Ghost, as imparting or conveying it to them. I take the

word ' communicate ' in another sense, and say that all tlie perfections of the divine

nature are communicated, that is, equally attributed to, or predicated of, the Father,

Son and Spirit. This sense of the word is what some intend when they say the

human nature is communicated to every individual, on which account they are de-

nominated men. The word is sometimes used in this sense by logicians and

schoolmen ; and it seems to be taken in the same sense in Heb. ii. 14. where the

Greek words, r« ?ra/S;« KiKmviavnxi. cra^Kos x.ai aiftaros, which wc render, ' the children were

pai-takers of flesh and blood,' might be rendered, as in the vulgar Latin Version,

Communicaverunt carni et sanguini, that is, they have the human nature communi-
cated to, and predicated of, them, or they are truly and properly men. It is in this

sense that we use the word, when we say that the different properties of the divine

and human nature are communicated to, that is, predicated of the Person of Christ.

This, divines generally call a communication of properties. In this sense I would

be understood, when I say that the divine perfections are communicated to, or

predicated of, the Father, Son, and Spirit; and this all who maintain the doctrine

of the Trinity will allow of. [See note 2 L, page 241.] The other sense of com-

munication—namely, imparting, conveying, or giving the divine essence— I shall

be very ready to agree to, when tlie apparent difHcultics, which, to me, seem to lie

in the way of it, some of which have been already considered, are removed.

As to what concerns the farther explication of this mystery, we may observe,

that the more nice some have been in their speculations about it, the more they have

seemed bewildered. Thus some liave incjuired whether the eternal generation is

one single act, or an act continued,—or whether, when it is said, ' This day have I

begotten tliee,' the meaning is, that the divine nature was communicated at once,

or is perpetually communicating.^ The difhculties that attend their asserting

cither the one or the other—which tliey who inquire into these matters, take notice

oi— 1 shall entirely pass over, apprehending tliat tliis doctrine receives no advan-

g Some, who tiike delifiht in darkening this matter, by pretending to explain it, call the former

a TO tiv» stans ; the latter, fluens.
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tuge by such disquisitions. Xcitlicr do I think it tends much to our edification to

inquire, as some have done, whether, in the eternal generation, the Father is con-

sidered as acting, ami the Son as the subject on whom the action terminates ; or

whether—as they farther inquire, but are not willing to assert—the Son, in this

respect, is said to bo passive. And I caimot but take notice of another nicety of

inquiry,—namely, whether, in the eternal generation, the Son is considered as co-

existent with the Father, or as having the divine essence, and hereby deriving only

his sonship from him, from all eternity ; or whether he derives both his sonship

and his essence. The former of these is the more generally received opinion. But
I am not desirous to enter into this inquiry ; especially without first determining
what we mean by ' sonship.' Yet whatever explication be given of the eternal

generation of the Son, and the procession of the Holy Ghost, it is at least neces-

sary to inquire, whether they are each of them self-existent, or, as some call it,

avTo^tof. It is generally determined, that the Son and Holy Ghost have the same
self-existent divine nature. With respect, however, to their manner of having it,

some say that the Son has his divine nature from the Father, and the Holy Ghost
from the Father and Son ; or that the Father only is self-existent. Most others

say, that the Father is self-subsistent ; and that this is his personal property, as

he is distinguished from the Son and Holy Ghost, whom they conclude not to be
self-subsistent, but the one to subsist from the Father, and the other from the Father
and the Son. This is a generally received opinion. I must confess myself, however,

to be a little at a loss to account for it. Hence, the principal thing in which I am
obliged, till I receive farther conviction, to dift'er from many others, is, whether
the Son and Spirit have a communicated or derived personality. This many
assert, but, I think, without sufficient proof ; for I cannot but conclude that the

divine personality, not only of the Father, but of the Son and Spirit, is as much
independent and underived, as the divine essence.

We have thus considered how some have embarrassed this doctrine, by being too
nice in their inquiries about it. We shall now proceed to consider how others

have done prejudice to it, by pretending to explain it ; and hoM', when they make
use of similitudes for that purpose, they have rather prejudiced its enemies, tlian

given any conviction to them. I shall mention only what I have found in the
writings of some whom, in other respects, I cannot but exceedingly value, as hav-
ing deserved well of the church of God, in defending this truth with good success.

Yet when they take this method to explain this doctrine, they have, to say
the best of it, done but little service to the cause which they have maintained.
We find them, for example, expressing themselves to this eft'ect:—The soul of man
sometimes reflects on itself, and considers its own nature, powers, and faculties, or

is conversant about itself as its object, and then it produces an idea which contains
the moral image of itself, and is as wlien a man sees his face in a glass, and be-
holds the image of himself ; so, in the eternal generation of the Son, God, behold-
ing himself or his divine perfections, begets an image of himself, or has an eternal
idea of his own perfections in his mind, which is called his internal word, as op-
posed to the word spoken, which is external. By this illustration they set forth

the generation of the Son ; and allege that for this reason, or as the wax expresses
the character or mark of the seal that is impressed on it, he is called, ' The bright-

ness of his Father's glory, and the express image of his person.'^ Again, they say,

that there is a mutual love between tlio Father and the Son, which brings forth a
tliird Person, or Subsistence, in the Godhead, namely, the Holy Ghost. There is

in the divine essence, they say, an infinite understanding reflecting on itself, where-
by it begets a Son, as was before observed, and an infinite will, which leads him to

reflect on himself with love and delight, as the chief good, whereby he brings forth

a third Person in the Godhead, namely, the Holy Ghost. Accordingly, tliey de-
scribe this divine Person, as being the result of the mutual joy and delight that
there is between the Father and the Son. These explications many are at a loss

to understand. We humbly conceive it would be much better to let them alone,
and to confess this doctrine to be an inexplicable mystery ; or else some other way

z Heb. i. 3.
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may be found out, less liable to exception, for explaining those scriptures which
speak of the generation of the Son, and the procession of the Holy Ghost.

The Sonship of Christ.

The scriptures generally brought to prove the eternal generation of the Son are

various. A principal one is that in which the Father is represented as saying to

him, ' Thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee f** that is, say they, ' I

have, in my eternal, unsuccessive duration, communicated, or imparted, the divine

essence, or, at least, personality to thee.' Another scripture brought for this pur-
pose, is this :

' The Lord possessed me,' speaking of his eternal Word, or Son, ' in

the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting,

from the beginning, or ever the earth was. Before the mountains were settled,

before the hills was I brought forth. '^ In this passage, they suppose that God's
possessing him, which is certainly to be taken in a different sense from his being
the possessor of all creatures, is to be understood of his being God's proper Son by
nature ; and his being said to be ' brought forth,' they suppose, proves his eternal

generation. Another scripture brought for the same purpose, is that in which it

is said of the Son, ' His goings forth have been of old, from evei'lasting. '*= From
these words they attempt to prove his being begotten in the divine essence. But
how that can be called his 'going forth,' I do not well understand. Moreover, they
adduce the scripture before-mentioned :

' Who being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person ;''^ and the parallel scripture :

' Who is the image
of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature ;'^ where, by 'first-born,' they
understand, that he was begotten before all worlds,—the divine essence, or, at

least, personality, being communicated to him from eternity. Another scripture,

before referred to, is brought to prove this doctrine :
' As the Father hath life in

himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;'^ that is, say some, ' As
the Father hath all divine perfections in himself originally, so the Son hath these

perfections by communication from liim,'—which they suppose to be not an arbi-

trary, but a necessary donation. Again, they adduce the texts where he is said to

be ' the only-begotten of the Father,' and ' the only-begotten Son, who is in the

bosom of the Father. 's From the former of these, they prove the eternal genera-

tion of the Son ; and from the latter, his being begotten in the divine essence,

wluch distinguishes it from all finite productions, which are out of himself. Tliere

are also many other scriptures that speak of our Saviour as the Son of God ; par-

ticularly those in which he is called, ' the Son of the living God,'^' ' his beloved

Son,'' 'his own Son,' <?<»* w**,"^ which some render, 'his proper Son,' that is, his

Son, not only as having the same divine nature with himself, but as implying the

manner of its communication.
These arc the scriptures which are generally brought to prove the eternal gener-

ation of the Son. But we shall take occasion to inquire whether there may not be

another sense given of thorn, which is less liable to exception, as well as more intel-

ligible. It is to be owned that they contain some of the deep things of God ; and
therefore it is no woufkr if they are reckoned among those scriptures that are

hard to be understood. But so far as I have any light, either from the context of

the respective scriptures, or irom the analogy of faith, I cannot but conclude that

those 1 have mentioned, and all others of a similar nature, which are brought to

prove the eternal generation or sonship of Christ, respect him as God-man, Media-

tor. Here wc sliall consider these scriptures ; and then answer some objections

that may be brought against our sense of them. And in what we shall say, it will,

I hope, appear, that, without being tenacious of those modes of speaking which

have the sanction of venerable antiquity, and are supported by the reputation of

those who have used them, we assert nothing but what tends to the glory of the

Son and Spirit, establishes the doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity, and agrees with

the commonly received faith, so far as it is founded on scripture.

a Psal. ii. 7- h I'rov. viii. 22, 23, 25. c Mic. v. 2. <J Hcb. i. 3,

e Col. i. \->. t .John v. 26. g John i. xiv. 18. li Matt, xvi, 16.

i Mutt. iii. 17- k Ivuiii. viii. 2.
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The first scripture beforo-montioncd, which was brought to prove the eternal

generation of the Son, was this, ' Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.'*

That this cannot respect the communication of the divine nature or personality to

the Son, appears, as I humbly conceive, from the words immediately foregoing, ' I

will declare tlie decree,' or what I had before decreed or determined. Far be it

from us to suppose that the divine nature or personality of the Son, was the result

of an act of the divine will. Indeed, the whole Psalm plainly speaks of Christ as

Mediator. As such he is said, to be ' set as God's King on his holy hill of Sion ;'*•

and, as such, he is said to intercede, or ask of God ; and, as the result of this, the
Father is said, to ' give him the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for his possession.'*^ All this is spoken of him, as a farther ex-
plication of those words :

' Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.' The
apostle refers to this scripture when speaking of him as Mediator, he describes

him as ' having, by inheritance, obtained a more excellent name than the angels ;'**

which he has done, as he is constituted heir of all things. The apostle subjoins

the promise, ' I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son ;' that is,

' He shall perform that obedience which is due from him as a Son ; and I will give

unto him those rewards which are due from a Father, who has committed this

work to him, with a promise of conferring those revenues of mediatorial glory on
him, which should ensue on his fulfilling it.' Moreover, this scripture is referred

to by the apostle, when he says, that ' the promise, which was made to the

fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto their children, in that he hath raised up
Jesus again, as it is written in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son ; this day
have I begotten thee.'^ It is plain from this, that the psalmist speaks of him as

having finished his work of redemption ; at the time of his doing which, he was
raised from the dead ; and then, in the fullest sense, he had ' the heathen for his

inheritance.' On this account, he is also called, ' The first-begotten of the dead,''
and, ' The first-born from the dead.'s

The next scripture'' brought to prove the eternal generation of the Son, refers

to Christ as Mediator. When God is said to ' possess him in the beginning of his

way,' the meaning is, that in his eternal design of grace relating to the redemption
of man, the Father possessed or laid claim to him as his Son, or Servant, appoint-
ed in the human nature, to bring about that great work. Accordingly it follows^
' I was set up from everlasting ;' that is, fore-ordained of God, to be the Mediator
and Head of his elect. This agrees very well with what follows :

' I was daily his

delight ;' that is, God the Father was well-pleased with him, when foreseeing,

from all eternity, what he would do in time, to secure the glory of his perfections
in the redemption of man

; just as he publicly testified his well-pleasedness in
him, when he was actually engaged in this work. It is farther added, that ' he
was always rejoicing before him ; rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and
his delights were with the sons of men.' This signifies the great pleasui-e Christ
had in his eternal foresight of what he would do for the sons of men, whom he is

elsewhere said to have ' loved with an everlasting love.'

The next scripture is in Micah v. 2, where, speaking of the Son, it is said,
' Whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting.' For understanding this

let us consider that God's goings are sometimes taken in scripture for what he
does, whereby he renders himselfthe object of his people's astonishment and praise.

These are his visible goings. Thus, ' They have seen thy goings, God, even
the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary ;'' that is, they shall see the
great things, which thou wilt do for man, in the work of redemption. So in the
passage in Micah, we read of Christ's goings forth, his invisible goings, as we maj
call them, or his secret purposes, or designs of grace, relating to the redemption of
his people. ' His goings forth were from everlasting ;' that is, he did, from eterni-

ty, design to save them ; the outgoings of his heart were towards them ; and, as
the result of this, he came into the world, and was born in Bethlehem, according
to this prediction.

The next scripture is in Ileb. i. 3, where he is said to be * the brightness of his,'

a Ps. ii. 7. b Ver. 6. c Ver. 8. d Heb. i. 5. e Acts xiii. 32, 33.
f Rev. i. 5. g Col. i. 18. h Prov. viii. 22, 23, 25. i Psal. Ixviii. 24.

I. X
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that is, his Father's * glorj, and the express image of his Person.' By the former

expression, I humbly conceive, is meant, that the glory of the divine perfections

shines forth most illustriously in Christ, our great Mediator ; as the apostle ex-

presses it elsewhere, ' God hath shined in our hearts, to give the knowledge of his

glory in the face of Jesus Christ.''* By the latter expression, in which Christ is

called 'the express image of his Person,' I humbly conceive is meant, that, though

his divine nature is the same as the Father's, yet his personality is distinct. Ac-
cordingly, it is not said to be the same, but ' the image ' of his Father's. The
passage proves also his proper divine personality, or shows it to be, in all respects,

like that of the Father, though not the same.

The next scripture is in John v. 26. * As the Father hath life in himself ; so

hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.' AVe cannot think that the

Father's having ' given to the Son to have life in himself,' implies his giving him
the divine perfections ; for the propriety of that mode of speaking cannot be de-

fended consistently with his pi'oper underived deity. I humbly conceive, that the

meaning of it is, that 'as the Father hath life in himself,' that is, as he has, at

his own disposal, eternal life, or all that fulness of grace and glory which his peo-

ple are to be made partakers of, and has designed to give it in his eternal purpose

;

so hath he given to the Son, as Mediator, to have life in himself, that is, that, as

such, he should be the treasury of all this grace, and that he should have life iu

himself to dispense to them. This is very agreeable to his character and office,

as Mediator ; and to the words which follow :
' Verily, verily, I say unto you, he

that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life,

and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life f*' and
' He,' namely, the Father, ' hath given him authority to execute judgment also,

because he is the Son of man.''' These words plainly denote, that the life which
he has received from the Father, is that eternal life which he, as Mediator, is em-
powered or commissioned to bestow on his people. This he has in himself. Ac-
cordingly he is said to be ' full of grace and truth ;''^ and it is elsewhere said, ' It

pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.'®

The next thing to be considered, is the sense of the many scriptures in which
our Saviour is described as 'the Son of God,' 'the Son of the living God,' ' his

only begotten Son,' ' his own or proper Son,' as distinguished from all others. These

,

names, I humbly conceive, set forth his glory, as Mediator ; and this we shall en-

deavour to prove. But, to prepare our way for the prosecution of the argument, as

well as to prevent any misconstruction which might prejudice it, we shall premise

a few remarks. 1. When we read of the Son of God as dependent on the Father, in-

ferior and obedient to him, and yet as being equal with him, and having the same
divine nature, we cannot conceive of any character which answers to all these ideas

of sonship, except that of Mediator. If we consider the properties of sonship among
men, every one who stands in this relation to a father, is dependent on him. In this

respect, the father is the cause of his son. Sonship is not like any other production ; for

no effect can, properly speaking, be called a son, but that which hath the same kind

of nature with his father. The relation of sonship also, always implies inferiority,

and an obligation to yield obedience. I do not apply this, in every respect, to the

sonship of Christ ; which no similitude, taken from mere creatures, can sufficiently

illustrate. His character, as Mediator, however, seems to answer to it, more than

any thing else than can bo said of him ; since he has, as such, the same individual

nature with the Father, and also is inferior to, and dependent on him. As a son,

among men, is inferior to, and dependent on, his father, and as the prophet says,

' honoureth his father ;'^ so whatever Christ is as Mediator, he receives it from
the Father, and, in all that he does, as he himself says, he 'honoureth his Father. '&

As the whole work of redemption is referred to the Father's glory, and the com-
mission by which the Son acts as Mediator is received from the Father ; so, as a
Son, he refers all the glory of it to him. 2. This account of Christ's sonship does

not take away any argument by which we prove his deity. When we consider

a 2 Cor. iv. 6. b Ver. 24. c Ver. 27. d John i. 14. e Col. i. 19.

f Mai. i. 6. g John viii. 49.
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hiin as Mediator, or speak of the person of Christ as such, we always suppose hinj

to be both God and m'an ; so that, as God, he is equal with the Father, and has

au equal right to divine adoration. This belongs to him as much when considered

as Mediator, as it can be supposed to do if we consider his sonship in any other

respect. 3. Our account of Christ's sonship does not take away any argument to

prove his distinct personality from the Father and Holy Ghost. If it sets aside

that which is taken from the dependence of his personality on the Father, as re-

ceived from him by communication, it substitutes another in the room of it. To
be a Mediator, is, without doubt, a personal character ; and because neither the

Father nor the Holy Ghost can be said to be Mediators, it implies that his per-

sonality is distinct from theirs. Likewise his acting as Mediator from the Fatlaer,

and the Holy Spirit's securing the glory which arises to him from hence, and ap-

plying the redemption purchased by him, are a farther proof of the distinction of

the Persons in the Godhead. 4. While we consider the Mediator as both God and
man, in one Person, we do not suppose that his mediatorial character respects

either of his two natures considered separately. It does not so respect his divine

nature. It is true, his having the same nature with the Father, might be reckoned

by some a character of sonship ; as it contains one ingredient in the common idea

which we have of sonship among men. They, as sons, are said to have the same

kind of nature as their fathers. So our Saviour's having the saime individual na-

ture with the Father, might give occasion to some to denominate him his Son.

But though this may be the foundation of his being called God's 'proper Son,'

thoi uits, yet it is not his distinguishing character as a Son. For it would follow,

that the Holy Ghost, who has the same nature with the Father, would, for the

same reason, be called his Son. But this is contrary to the scripture account

given of him, as proceeding from the Father and the Son. Again, the character

of Christ as God-man, Mediator, does not respect his human nature, considered

separately from his divine, nor any of those peculiar honours conferred upon it be-

yond what any mere creatures are made partakers of.

This leads us to consider the difference between our view of his sonship, and

that which was generally entertained by the Socinians. These, for the most part,

speak of Christ as being denominated the Son of God, on account of the extraor-

dinary and miraculous conception, or formation, of his human nature in the womb
of the Virgin. For this they refer to that scripture :

' The Holy Ghost shall come

upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore also that

Holy Thing, which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God.''* The

sense in which they understand this text, is, that Christ is called the Son of God
on account of this extraordinary event. We cannot think, however, that a miracu-

lous production is a sufficient foundation to support this character, and must con-

clude that the glory of Christ's sonship is infinitely greater than what arises thence.

I humbly conceive, that that scripture is to be understood, with a small variation

of the translation, thus, ' The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, «fec. because that

Holy Thing, which shall be born of thee, shall be called,' as he really is, ' the Son

of God ;' that is, ' He is, as Mediator, an extraordinary Person appointed to execute

a glorious office, the Godhead and the manhood being to be united, on which ac-

count he is called tlie Son of God ; and it is therefore expedient that the forma-

tion of his human nature should be in an extraordinary way, namely, by the power

of the Holy Ghost.' Again, the Socinians suppose that his being called the Son

of God, refers only to some dignities conferred upon one whom they suppose to be

no more than a man. This is infinitely below the glory which we ascribe to him

as Mediator. Their idea of him, as the Son of God, how extraordinary soever his

conception was, argues him to be no more than a creature ; but ours, as has been

before obsei'ved, proves liim a divine Person, since we never speak of him as Medi-

ator, without including both natures.

Having premised these things, to explain our sense of Christ's being called the

Son of God, as Mediator, we proceed to prove our view from scripture. Here we

are not under a necessity of straining the sense of a few scriptures, to^ake them

a Luke i. S5.
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thipk the whole scripture,

countenance to it. I cannot
speak agreeably to our notion of Christ's sonship. I

whenever it speaks of Christ as the Son of God, gives c

find one place in the New Testament, in which Christ is called the Son of God,

without sufficient evidence appearing in the context, that he is so called as Media-

tor. Thus Peter's confession, 'Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God,'''

speaks of him as Christ, or the Mediator, that is, as the person who was invested

in the office, and came to perform the work, of a Mediator ; and as such it calls

him, 'the Son of the living God.' So when the High Priest asked our Saviour,
' Art thou the Christ, the Son of God ?'^ his question means, Art thou the

Messiah, as thou art supposed to be by thy followers ? Our Saviour replied to

him, ' Thou hast said •,'® that is, It is as thou hast said ; and then he describes

himself in another character, by which he is often represented, namely, as Media-

tor, and speaks of the highest degree of his mediatorial glory to which he shall be

advanced at his second coming :
' Nevertheless, I say unto you. Hereafter shall

ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the

clouds of heaven.'^ Doubtless, the centurion, also, and they who were with him, whem
they confessed that ' he was the Son of God,'s understood by the phrase, that he

was the Messiah, or the Christ ; which is a character by which he was most known,
and which had been supported by so many miracles, and was now confirmed by
the miracle of the earthquake which gave them conviction. Again, when the devils

are represented as crying out, ' Thou art Christ, the Son of God ,'^' it is added, that
' they knew that he was Christ ;

' so that the commonly received notion of our

Saviour's sonship, was, that he was the Christ. Further, when Jesus says, con-

cerning Lazarus, that ' his sickness was not unto death,' that is, not such as that

he should continue in the state of the dead, ' but for the glory of God, that the Son
of God might be glorified thereby ;'^ the meaning is, that he might give a proof of

his being the Christ, by raising him from the dead. Hence, when he speaks to

Martha, with a design to try whether she believed he could raise her brother from
the dead, and represents himself to her as the object of faith, she replies, ' I be-

lieve that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.'*'

Again, it is said, that Saul, when converted, ' preached Christ in the synagogues,

that he is the Son of God ;'* that is, he proved him to be the Messiah. Accordingly,

when he was establishing the same doctrine, it is said, that ' he proved that he was
the very Christ. '"^

Moreover, our Saviour is described in scripture as executing some of his media-
torial offices, or as having received a commission to execute them from the Father,

or as having some branches of mediatorial glory conferred upon him, at the same
time that he is called the Son of God ; and this aff'ords us ground to conclude that

the view we have given is the true import of his sonship. Thus it is said, ' We
have a great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God.'"*

John the Baptist also gives a public testimony to him, as sustaining a character
which belongs to him as Mediator, when he says, ' Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sins of the world ;'" and afterwards, referring to the same charac-

ter, he says, ' I saw, and bare record, tliat this is the Son of God.'P At another
time, he gives a noble testimony to him, as God-man, Mediator, when he calls him,
' The Bridegroom which hath the bride,' that is, who is related to, and has a pro-

priety in, his church ; and adds, that 'he testifies what he has seen and heard,' and
that it is ' he whom God hath sent, who speaks the words of God, for God giveth
not the Spirit by measure unto him ;'i and then, as a farther explication, he says,
' The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.'"" This is,

in effect, the same as when Christ is called elsewhere, 'his beloved Son.' Again,
Christ is said to be 'a Son over his own house, whose house are we ;'^ which denotes,

not only his propriety in his church, but his being the Head of it as Mediator.
The apostle farther speaks of him as ' the Son of God, whom we are to wait for

from heaven ; whom he has raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come ;'' as the Son of God, 'who loved him, and gave himself for

c Matt, xvi, 16. d Matt. xxvi. 63. e Ver. 64. f Ver, 64. g Matt, xxvii. 54.
• Luke iv. 41. i John xi. 4. k Ver. 27. 1 Acts ix. 20. m Ver. 22. n Heb. iv. 14.
John i. 29. p Ver. 34. q John iii. 29, &c. r Ver. 33. s Heb. iii. 6. t 1 Thess. i. 10.
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him -'^ as ' God's dear Son,' and, at the same time, as having ' a kingdom ' into

which his people are ' translated ;'- and as the Person ' in whom we have redemp-

tion through his blood, who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every

creature 'y Tliis last passage seems to be taken in the same sense as that m which

he is said to have been 'appointed heir of all things,? and so refers to bim as God-

man. Mediator. .-.-,, i r ™
Farther when he is considered as a Son, related to his Father, he appears from

the context to be viewed as Mediator. Thus, he says, • I ascend unto my Father

and your Father ; to my God, and your God ;'- that is, ' My Father, by whom I

am constituted Mediator; and your Father, namely, the God who loves you for my

«=ake • he is first my God. as he has honoured, loved, and glorified me ;
and then your

God, as he is reconciled to you for my sake.' So the apostle says, ' Blessed be God even

the Fatherof our Lord Jesus Christ ; the Father ofmercies, and the G od ofal comfort.

It mav be objected that, in these scriptures, and others of a similar nature

there ai^ two ideas,-namely, one of our Saviour as the Son of God by eternal

veneration, the other of him as Mediator. .We answer, that if Christ s sonship m

?he sense in which it is generally explained, were sufficiently proved from other

scriptures which take no notice of his mediatorial character or works or could be

accounted for without being liable to the difficulties before-mentioned and if his

character, as Mediator, did not contain in it an idea of personality, the objection

would have more weight than otherwise it seems to have.

It is farther objected that, as ' God sept forth his Son, made of a woman,

made under the law,"= he was the Son of God before he was ^f^V^^to the world

or made of a woman, and under the law,-that is, he was the Son by eternal

generation. The answer I would give to this objection is, that it is not necessary

fo suppose that Christ had the character of a Son before he was sent, though he

had that of a divine person. The words may, without any stram or force upon he

s'nse be understood thus : 'When the fulness of time was co-em which he

Me^^s ah was expected, God sent him forth, or sent him into the world, w th the

cS^ter of a S'on at'which time he was made of
^/X^T' But Tvenl we

in order that he might redeem them that were under the law. But even it we
m

«^^^\y''fp f -"J^ld the character of a Son before he was sent into the world,

it"l^Urn^foverthiV" our argument. He was, by the Father's designation, an

eteT^l Mediato'r and, m thl respect, God's eternal Son He therefore, who

before wafso by virtue of the eternal decree, is now actually sent, that he might

bP and do what he was, from all eternity, designed to be and do. He was set

up from everlasting, or appointed to be the Sou of God ;
and now he is sent to

Derforra the work which this character implies.

It is objected again, that his sonship is apparent from his being Mediator
;
inas-

much as it is said, ' Though he were a Son. yet learned he obedience by the things

which he suttered.''^ It cannot, it is alleged, be said, in propriety of speech, though

he were Mediator, yet he learned obedience ; since he was under an obligation to

obey and suffer as Mediator. The meaning, therefore, must be, though he were a

Son by eternal generation, yet he condescended to put himself into sucli a capacity,

as that he was obliged to obev, and suffer, as Mediator. The stress of this objec-

tion lies on the word which we"' render ' though.' But the passage, k«/ ir«e «» wV &c.,

may be rendered, with a small variation, ' Though, being a Son, he learned obedi-

ence by the things he suffered ; but being made perfect,' that is, after his suflerings,

* he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.' This

translation takes away the force of the objection. I see no absurdity, however, if

it be rendered, as in the vulgar Latin version, ' And, indeed, being a Son, he

learned obedience. '« The passage, then, proves the argument we are endeavourmg

u Gal. ii. 20. X Col. i. 13. y Col. i. 14. z Heb. i. i

a John XX. 17. b 2 Cor. i. 3. c Gal. iv. 4. d Heb. v. 8.

e K<« «•« is u«ed six times in the New Testament. In two or three places it might be rendered,

wilhout deviatu.K from the sense ot the respective texts, tt quidem, as well as quamvjs. 1 see no

reason why the enclitic pa.ti.le «-.?. he.i.g a.i.led to ««-, slioul.l Hlways without exception, alter the

sense of it. anv more than when it is joined to if. i«v. or u. And whereas 1 render ««/ in ver. 9,

•but," instead of 'and,' that may he justified by several scriptures, where it is so rendered; as l.uke

vii. 2,0 ; Matt. xii. 39; Acts x. 28; 1 Cor. xvi. 12.
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to defend, as if it said, It is agreeable to the character of a Son to learn obedience ;

it was with this view that the character was conferred upon him ; and, in performing

obedience and suffering as Mediator, and thereby securing the glory of the divine

perfections in bringing about the work of our redemption, he acted in pursuance

of that character.

It will be farther objected, that what we have said concerning the sonship of

Christ, as referring to his being Mediator, has some consequences which seem dero-

gatory to his person. It will be alleged, in particular, as a consequence from it,

that had not man fallen, and stood in need of a Mediator, our Saviour would not

have had that character, and therefore would never have been described as the Son

of God, or worshipped as such ; that our first parents, while in the state of inno-

cence, knowing nothing of a Mediator, must have known nothing of the sonship of

Christ, and therefore could not give him the glory which is the result of it ; and

that as God might have prevented the fall of man, or, when fallen, might have

refused to recover him by a Mediator, our Saviour might not have been the Son

of God, that is, in the sense of a Medittor between God and man. This objection

may be very easily answered, and the charge of Christ's mediatorial sonship being

derogatory to his glory, removed. We allow that, had not man fallen, our Saviour

would not have been a Mediator between God and man. The commonly received

notion is true, that his being a Mediator, is, according to the tenor of several scrip-

tures, by divine ordination and appointment. But I see no absurdity in asserting,

that his character, as the Son of God, or Mediator, is equally the result of the

divine will or decree. This, I hope, if duly considered, will not contain any dero-

gation from his glory, for we farther assert that, though our Saviour would not have
sustained this character if man had not fallen, or if God had not designed to bring

about the work of redemption by him, yet he would have been no less a distinct

Person in the Godhead, but, as such, would have had a right to divine glory. This

appears from what was formerly said, as to his personality being equally necessary

with his deity ; which, if it be not communicated to him, certainly has not the

least appearance of its being the result of the divine will. Indeed, his divine per-

sonality is the only foundation of his right to be adored ; and not his being in-

vested in an office, which only draws forth or occasions our adoration. When we
speak of Christ being adored as Mediator, it is his divine personality, included in

that character, which renders him the object of adoration, and not his taking the

human nature, or being or doing what he was or did, by divine appointment. I

question whether they whq assert that he had the divine nature or personahty

communicated to him, will place his right to divine adoration, on its being communi-

cated ; they will place it rather on his having the divine nature or personality

abstractedly from his manner of having it. So when we speak of Christ as Media-

tor, it is his having the divine glory, or personality, included in that character

which renders him the object of adoration. Hence, if man had not fallen, and

Christ had not been Mediator, he would have had a right to divine glory as a Per-

son in the Godhead. I doubt not but that our first parents, before they fell, had

an intimation of his being a divine person, and adored him as such. If, therefore,

Christ had not been Mediator, it would follow only, that he would not have had

the character of a Son. He would still have liad the glory of a divine Person ;

for though his sonship be the result of the divine will, his personality is not so. [See

note 2 M, page 241.]

The Procession of the Holy Spirit.

Having inquired into the sense of those scriptures which treat of the sonship of

Christ, we shall next consider those that are generally brought to prove the pro-

cession of the Holy Ghost. The principal of those, are John xiv. 2G, xv. 26, and

xvi. 7, in which he is said to ' proceed from the Father,' or to be 'sent by the Fa-

ther in Christ's name,' or to be * sent by the Son.' When he is said to be ' sent

by the Son from the Father,' and ' to proceed from the Father,'^ they suppose that

his ' proceeding from the Father,' signifies the communication of his divine essence,

f John XV. 26.
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nr nt least his personality, and that his being ' sent hy the Son,' implies that

• „7„1 . l,n sl.all ruceivo of mine, and sliall show it unto you. llicso scrip-

J°"
'

ft it iroutht dirwUy to prove this doctrine, are, notwithstandmg, supposed
tures il uot broug"'' '1"'-"'^ "> P™

,„;,„„„„,, „, the Son could not send him, if he

r^''; ,.™ce«e fron ll lO^ ou « Spirit have received that which he

r I' rln's pelp e if he had not, from all eternity, received his divme
shows to the >'°"

^ f °P '•,"
There is another scripture, hrought bysomevery

:;S;Zn" t ^r ve trspi,^^^^^^^^ the Holy cLt ; a term which is used
valuahle 'J" ";- " P.

..i',^ „t the manner of his having his personality as a

tti orSi al^cXm he words of scripture brought to prove It. This scrip,

w ; tLt in whicl onr Saviour is said to have 'breathed on' his disciples, sa^-

ij
'

„i„i Z the llolv Ghost.'' Here the external sign, or symbol, used m

t,:i'ac rfrfeiringhi '«ftlm in time, is thoughtto prove hisprocession from hl^a^

< „,r;nln as S temporal procession supposes an eternal one. We shall now

iZireX'l,;rXrema7i-t be another seTse given of these scriptures, agreeable

Tt ra:X'ro"-th, tlfat may be acquiesced
j"

J^
''-^;':: -Thluy cTn"-

derstand, or --»;^- *;„-=' r;"! I'r p"ct S'Le'mtner 7h,^ sub-

If" t! "'sulfas deint ta^S^ a^y inLiority in the agent. But if we suppose

£'l,^-^s^^lf^r^'beS;S£StXc;^^

fend the doctrine of the Trinity, notwithstandmg their mamtammg the Spirit s

S^estn f^^^^^^^^^ Father and the Son, from all eternity, m the sense before con

Sd I need only refer to that explication which a great and learned dmne

les of these and sLilar texts, notwithstanding his

^^^--f '
^t" aTdCrces

fhe common mode of speaking, as to the eternal
S^^-J ;-J,«^,^^^^i,^2se win ^

Rinn of the Holv Ghost. His words are these : AU that discourse wni<-" ««

have of the mSn and sending of the Holy Ghost, and \- P-^-^-fJ^JTg;
ing forth from the Father and Son. for the

^^f
^P^^^^^^' ^f" ^^^r?^' SltVom

I ^,M 7 1 '\ *-onfprns not at all the eternal Procession ot the Holy l:rliost irom

Sc fI h ; and Son a to his distinct Personahty and subsistence, but be ongs to

t at econ^^^^^^^^ of ministry, that the whole Trinity proceedeth in for

thfaronShment of the work of our salvation."" Now if these scriptures, which

are the cS in all the New Testament on which this doctrine is founded are to

be tatn in this sense, how shall we find a sufficient proof, from other scriptures, of

the procession of the Holy Ghost in any other sense?

The Economy of the Persons in the Godhead.

That we may farther explain this doctrine, let us consider, that whatever the

Son as MedTat'or, has purcLscd. as bemg sent by the Father for th^t^ end is ap

Sied bv the Holy Ghost, who therefore acts m subserviency to them. ^^i^ i^

lenerX called,'by divines, 'the Economy of ^1- IV^'sons in the Godhe^^^^^ As

^:^fl7-^:m;iS^Srslu^;owitL^

to Stio wkh indignation, the sense whicli some of the opposers ot the blessed

Trh^ t?ha;e iiven it Laying aside all the observances of decency and reverence.

whSh'safred mystery'caUs for. they represent us. as speaking ot the family

g Gal. iv. 6. h John xvi. 7. U. i John xx. 22. k See Dr. Owen against Biddle. p. 362.
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government of the divine Persons. This is the most invidious sense they could

put upon the word, and most remote from our design in the use of it. A few con-

siderations will explain it and apply it to our present purpose.

All those works, which are the effects of the divine power, or sovereign will, are

performed by all the Persons in the Godhead, and attributed to them in scripture.

The reason of this is very evident,—the power and will of God, and all other divine

perfections, belong equally, and alike, to the Father, Son, and Spirit. If, then,

that which produces the effects, belongs to them, the effects produced must be
equally ascribed to them. Hence the Father is no more said to create and govern
the world, or to be the Author of all grace, and the Fountain of blessedness, than
the Son and Spirit. Yet since the Father, Son, and Spirit, are distinct Persons,

and so have distinct personal considerations in acting, it is necessary that their per-

sonal glory sliould be demonstrated, or made known to us, that our faith and wor-

ship may be fixed on, and directed to them, in a distinct manner. But this dis-

tinction of the Persons in the Godhead cannot be known, as their eternal power or

deity is said to be, by the works of creation and providence, it being a doctrine of

pure revelation. We are therefore given to understand, in scripture, when it treats

of the great work of our salvation, that that work is attributed, first to the Father,—
then to the Son, as Mediator, receiving a commission from him to redeem and save

his people,—and then to the Holy Ghost, acting in subserviency to the Mediator's

commission. This is what we are to understand when we speak of the distinct

economy of the Father, Son, and Spirit. I cannot better express it than by con-

sidering it as a divine determination, that the personal glory of the Father, Son,

and Spirit, should be demonstrated in such a way.
I shall now give instances of the economy of divine persons, in some particular

acts or works. When a divine Person is represented in scripture as doing, or de-

termining to do, any thing relating to the work of our redemption or salvation, by
anotlier divine Person, who must, for that reason, be considered in the matter as

Mediator, it is to be understood in the economic sense, of the Father. By this

means it is that he declares, or demonstrates, his personal glory. Thus it is said,

'He,' that is the Father, 'hath chosen us in him,' namely, in the Son ; it is also

said, ' He hath predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ.'^

Though election and predestination are applied also to the Son and Spirit, when
they have a reference to the demonstration of their personal glory, yet, in

this place, they are applied only to the Father. There are several other scriptures,

in which things done are, for the same reason, particularly ascribed to the Father.

Thus, it is said, ' God hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ;' and ' He was
in Christ, reconciling the world to himself;'"* and, ' Of him,' namely, the Father,
' are ye in Christ Jesus, who, of God,' that is, the Father, 'is made unto us wis-

dom,' &c.° In these and several other scriptures to the same purpose, the Father
is, in a peculiar manner, intended ; because he is considered, as no other divine

Person is, as acting by the Mediator, or as glorifying the perfections of the divine

nature which belong to him, by what this great Mediator did by his appointment.
Further, when a divine Person is considered as acting in subserviency to the

Father's glory, or executing a commission which he had received from him, relat-

ing to the work of redemption, and accordingly performing any act of obedience in

a human nature assumed by him for that purpose, this is peculiarly applied to

the Son's personal character, and designed to demonstrate it, as belonging to no
other Person id the Godhead. Of this, we have several instances in scripture.

Thus, though to judge the world is a branch of the divme glory which is common
to all the Persons in the Godhead, yet there are some circumstances in the (charac-

ter of a divine Person in particular, who is denominated as Judge of quick and dead,

that are applicable to none but the Son. So we are to understand that scripture,
' The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son ;'**

that is, the Son is the only Person in the Godhead who displays his mediatorial

character and glory, as the Judge of the whole world. Yet when there is another
personal character ascribed to God, as when he is called 'the Judge of all,' or

1 Eph. i. 4, 5. m 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. n 1 Cor. i. 30. o John v. 22^
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when he is said to 'judge the world in righteousness, by that Man,' namely, our
Lord Jesus, 'whom he hatli ordained,'!' this personal character determines that it

belongs to him in particular. Again, to give eternal life is a divine prerogative,

and consequently belongs to all the Persons in the Godhead. Yet when a divine

Person is said to give eternal life to a people that were given to him for that pur-

pose, and to have received power, or authority, from another, to confer this privi-

lege as Mediator, it is peculiarly applied to the Son. Thus, ' Thou liast given him
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him.' 'I

Moreover, when a divine Person is said to do anything in subserviency to the
Mediator, it is to be understood peculiarly of the Spirit. Thus it is said, ' He
shall glorify me ; for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.'"" So
when lie is said to give his testimony to the mission or work of the Mediator, by
any divine works performed by him, or when he is said to sanctify and comfort
believers or to seal and confirm them unto the day of redemption, the things done
are to be ascribed peculiarly to the Spirit. Though, as divine works, they are ap-

plicable to all the Persons in the Godhead ; yet when he is said to perform them
in a way of subserviency to Christ, as having purcliased them, his distinct personal

character as displayed in them is demonstrated, and the works are more especially

applied to him. This is what we understand by that peculiar economy, or dispen-

sation, which determines us to give distinct personal glory to each of the Persons
in the Godhead.
And now that we are speaking of the Spirit, considered as acting so as to set

forth his personal glory, we may observe that, in accordance with this way of

speaking, the gifts and graces of the Spirit, are, by a metonymy, called 'the Spirit.'

Thus, it is said, ' Have ye received the Holy Ghost? They said unto him. We
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.'* We are not to

understand this passage as though they had not heard whether there were such a
Person as the Holy Ghost. What they had not heard was that there was such an
extraordinary dispensation of the gifts of the Holy Ghost conferred on men. Again,
it is said, 'the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.'*

The word 'given' being here supplied in our translation, and not found in the
original, the passage ought rather to be rendered, 'the Holy Ghost was not as yet;'

by which we are to understand the gifts of the Holy Ghost, and not his personality,

which was from all eternity. Here we may farther observe, that when the Holy
Ghost is spoken of as a Person, the word which denotes his personality, ought to

be rendered, not 'It,' but 'He,' as expressive of his personal character; and when
it is taken in a figurative sense, for the gifts or graces of the Spirit, then it should
be translated ' It.' This rule is sometimes observed. In John xvi. 13, it is said

of the Spirit, ' He will guide you into all truth ;' where the personal character of
the Spirit is expressly mentioned, as it ought to be. The rule, however, is not
duly observed in every scripture. Thus, the words, ' The Spirit itself beareth
witness,'" ought to have been rendered, ' The Spirit himself;' [See Note 2 N, page
250.] as also the passage, 'the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us.'* The
same rule ought to be observed in all other scriptures ; so that we may be led to

put a just ditterence between the Spirit, considered as a divine Person, or as pro-
ducing those effects which are said to be wrought by him.
What I have said, in attempting to explain those scriptures that treat of the

Person of Christ, as God-man, Mediator, and of his inferiority, in that respect, or
as he is said to sustain that character, to the Father, and those which speak of
the subserviency of tlie Spirit, in acting to the Father and the Son,—does not, as
I apprehend, run counter to the common faith of those who have defended the
doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity. I hope, therefore, that when I call one the
sonship of Christ, and the other the procession of the Holy Ghost, what I teach
will not be deemed a new and strange doctrine. I cannot but persuade my-
self, that what I have said concerning the Mediator as acting in obedience to the

p Acts xvii. 31. q John xvii. 2. r John xvi. 14. 8 Acts xix. 2.

t John vii. 39. u Rom. viii. 16. x Verse 26.
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Father, and concerning the Spirit as acting in subserviency to the Mediator, will

uot be contested bj those who defend the doctrine of the Trinity. If I have a
little varied from the common way of speaking, I hope none will be offended at the

acceptation of a word ; especially as I have endeavoured to defend my sense of it,

by referring to many scriptui'es. If I cannot acquiesce in the common explication

of the eternal generation of the Son, and the procession of the Holy Ghost, I am
well satisfied I do no more than what many Christians do, who have received the

doctrine of the Trinity from the scripture, and are unacquainted with those modes
of speaking which are used in the schools. These appear as much to dislike them,
as any other can do, when used in public discourses about this doctrine.

Proofs of the Doctrine of the Trinity.

We shall now proceed to consider, under four general heads of argument, the

Godhead of the Father, Son, and Spirit, as maintained in one of the answers we
are explaining. We shall consider it, from those divine names which are given to

them, that are peculiar to God alone ; from their having the divine attributes as-

cribed to them, and consequently the divine nature ; from their having manifested

their divine glory, by those works that none but God can perform ; arid from their

having a right to divine worship, which none but God is worthy to receive. If

these things be made to appear, we have all that we need contend for ; and it will

be evident that the Son and Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father. These
heads of argument we shall consider first in reference to the Son.

Proofs of the Deity of Christfrom his Titles.

I. That the Son is God equal with the Father appears from those divine names
given to him that are peculiar to God alone. ^

Here we shall premise something concerning the use of names given to persons,

together with the design of them. Names are given to persons, as well as things, .

with a twofold design. Sometimes nothing is intended by them but to distinguish

one object from another. In this sense the names are not in themselves significant,

or expressive of any property, or quality, in what they describe. Thus most,

though not all, of those names we read of in scripture, are designed only to dis-

tinguish one man from another ; and this is the most common use and design of

names. On the other hand, they are sometimes given to signify some property in

those to whom they are applied, such as what they should be or do. We have
many instances in scripture, of persons called by names, which have had some
special signification annexed to them, assigned as a reason of their being given.

Thus Adam had his name given him, because made of earth ; and Eve, because

she was the mother of all living. The same may be said concerning Seth, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and several others ; whose re-

spective names have a signification annexed to them, agreeable to the proper sense

of the words, and the design of tlieir being given. As regards our present purpose,

we may conclude, that when names are given to any divine Person, they are de-

.signed to express some excellency and perfection belonging to him. We shall,

therefore, have sufficient reason to conclude the Son to be a divine Person, if we
can make it appear that he has those names given to him in scripture, which are

proper to God alone.

The name ' Jehovah,' wliich is peculiar to God, is given to him.

Here we shall first prove that the name ' Jeliovah ' is peculiar to God, and that

he is distinguished by it from all creatures. It is said, ' I am the Lord,' or Jeho-

vah, ' that is my name, and my glory will I not give to another ;'y or, as the text

may be rendered, ' I am Jehovah, that name ot mine, and my glory,' which is sig-

nified thereby, ' will I not give to another.' It follows, that this is an incommu-
nicable name of God. AVhen he says, ' I will not give it to another,' he declares

that it necessarily belongs to him. He cannot, therefore, give it to another ; for

y Isa. xlii. 8.
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that would be unbecoming himself. Hence, this name, which is expressive of his

glory in so peculiar, a manner, is never given to any creature. There are other

scriptures in which the name ' Jehovah ' is represented as peculiar to God. Thus

when the prophet Amos had been speaking of the glory of God, as displayed in the

works of creation and providence, he adds, tliat 'the Lord,' or Jehovah, ' is his

name.'^ So that those works, which are peculiar to God, might as well be applied

to creatures, as the name 'Jehovah,' which is equally peculiar. The same prophet

gives another magnificent description of God, with respect to those works tliat are

peculiar to him, when he says, ' It is he that buildeth his stories in the licaven,

and hath founded his troop in the earth ; he that calleth for the waters of the sea,

and poureth them out upon the face of the earth ;' and then he adds, ' the Lord,'

or Jehovah, ' is his name.''* Again, it is said, ' that men may know, that thou,

whose name alone is Jehovah, art the most high over all the earth. '^ This is

never said of any other divine names ; which are, in a limited sense, sometimes

given to creatures. Indeed, all creatures are expressly excluded from having a

right to this name.
There are scriptures in which the name ' Jehovah ' is applied to God, and an

explication of it subjoined which argues that it is peculiar to him. When Moses

desired of God, that he would let him know what ' his name ' was, for the encour-

agement of the faith of the Israelites to whom he sent him,*= the meaning is, he

desires to know what are those divine glories which would render him the object

of faith and worship, or how he might so describe him to the children of Israel, as

to elicit from them the reverence and regard which were due to the great God, who
sent him about so important an errand. In answer to this, God says, ' I AM
THAT I AM.' ' Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath

sent me unto you.'"^ This description sets forth, not one single perfection, but aU
the perfections of the divine nature ; as though he had said, ' I am a God of in-

finite perfection.' And then he adds, ' Thou slialt say unto the children of

Israel, The Lord,' or Jehovah, ' the God of your fathers, hath sent me unto you;'

where 'Jehovah' signifies the same as 'I AM THAT I AM.' He further

adds, ' This is my memorial unto all generations.' This glorious name, therefore,

is certainly peculiar to God.
What has been already observed is sufficient to prove that the name ' Jehovah

*

is proper to God only. We might add another argument of less weight ; which,

though we do not lay a stress upon it as if it were of itself sufficient proof, may not

improperly be mentioned in connection with what has been already suggested. It is,

that the word ' Jehovah ' has no plural number, as being never designed to signify

any more than the one God ; neither has it any emphatical particle affixed to it,

as other words in the Hebrew language have. Several of the other names of God
are sometimes applied to othei's, and are made to designate him, as distinguished

from them, by means of an emphatic particle. Now, the reason why the name
* Jehovah ' has not such a particle is, that it is never given to any ci-eature.

As the Jews best understood their own language, they may, in some respects,

be depended on, as to the sense they give of the word ' Jehovah.' It is certain

they paid the greatest * regard to this name, even to superstition. Accordingly,

they would never pronounce it ; but, instead of it, used some expressions by which
they desrribod it. .Sometimes they call it, ' that name,' or ' that glorious name,'
or 'that name that is not to be expressed.'^ By this they mean, as Josephus says,'
that it was not lawtul for them to utter it, or, indeed, to write it. If any one pre-
sumed U> do thitj, tliey reckoned him guilty not only of profancness, in an uncommon
degree, but even of blasphemj. The name is, therefore, never found in any writings
of human composition among them. The modern Jews, indeed, are not much to
be regarded, as retaining the same veneration for this name. Yet Onkelos the
author of the Chaldeo paraphrase on some parts of scripture, who lived about 'fifty-

years after our Saviour's time, and Jonathan Ben-Uzziel, who is sup])osed to have
lived as many years before it, never insert it in their writings ; and, doulitloss, they

z Amos V. 8. , a Chap. ix. 6. b Psal. kxxxiii. 18. c Exod. iii. 18
d Vtr. 14. e OvoftK aytKipuvnrtif, i Aiitiq. lib. iii. chap. 5.
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were not the first that entertained these sentiments about it, but had other writings

then extant, which gave sanction to their practice. Some critics conclude, from

Jewish writers, that the name was never pronounced, even in the earliest ages of

the church, except by the high-priest ; and that when he was obliged, by the

divine law, to pronounce it, in the form of benediction, the people always expressed

an uncommon degree of reverence, either by bowing or prostration. This, how-

ever, is not supported by sufficient evidence. Others think the great veneration

for it took its rise soon after their return from captivity, which is more probable.

At all events, the reason assigned for it is, that they reckoned it God's incommuni-

cable name. Here I cannot but observe, that the translators of the Greek version

of the Old Testament, commonly called the LXX., which, if it be not altogether

the same with that mentioned by Arista3us, which was compiled almost three hun-

dred years before the Christian era, is, without doubt, of considerable antiquity,

never translate the word ' Jehovah,' but, instead of it, write Kv^iat, * Lord ;'^ and, even

when it seems absurd not to translate it, as when it is said, 'by my name, Jehovah,

was I not known,' they render it, ' by my name, the Lord, was I not known. '•*

This practice we have taken occasion to observe, not as supposing it a sufficient

proof in itself of the argument we are maintaining, but as it corresponds with the

sense of those scriptures before-mentioned, from which it appears that Jehovah is

the proper or incommunicable name of God.

It is objected by the Antitrinitarians, that the name 'Jehovah 'is sometimes

given to creatures, and consequently that it is not God's proper name, nor evinces

our Saviour's deity, when given to him. To prove that it is sometimes given to

creatures, they refer to several scriptures ; as Exod. xvii. 15, where the altar that

Moses erected is called 'Jehovah Nissi,' that is. the Lord is my banner; to Judges

vi. 24, where another altar that Gideon built is called, ' Jehovah Shalom ;' Gen.

xxii. 14, where it is said that Abraham called the name of the place in which

he was ready to offer Isaac, * Jehovah Jireh ;' and Ezek. xlviii. 'S5, where it is

said that Jerusalem, from that day, should be called, 'Jehovah Shammah.' They
add, also, that the ark was called 'Jehovah,' on several occasions, and particularly

when it was carried up into the city of David ; for it is said, ' The Lord,' that is,

Jehovah, ' is gone up with a shout, even the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.''

They say, too, the name ' Jehovah ' is often, in the Old Testament, given to angels

;

and is therefore not proper to God only.

When they pretend that the name ' Jehovah ' was given to inanimate things, and'

in particular to altars, as the instance of one being called ' Jehovah Nissi,' it is

very unreasonable to suppose that the name and glory of God were put upon them.

Had the altar been a symbol of God's presence, it would not have been called by
this name ; especially in the sense in which our Saviour and the Holy Spirit have

it applied to them. The meaning of this scripture, as I apprehend, is nothing but
this,—that there was an inscription written on the altar, containing these words,
' Jehovah Nissi,' the design of whicli was to signify to the faith of those that came
to worship there, that the Lord was their banner. The name, strictly .speaking,

was not given to the altar, but to God. Accordingly, some, not without good

reason, render the words, 'He built an altar, and called tlie name of it the altar

of Jehovah Nissi.' The .same maybe said with respect to the altar erected by-

Gideon, whicli was called ' Jehovah Shalom,' or ' the altar of Jehovah SJialum.'

It was so called, that all who came to offer sacrifice upon it might be put in mind

e This the Holy Ghost has condescended, for whHt reason I know not. to give countenance io,

in all those quotations in the New Testament, where the name Jehovah is referred 4o from the

Old. [Se>- Note 2 O, page 230. J , , . . , ,, r. , r. i -i t r ,o
h Exod vi 3 In two pi ices, indeed, it is rendered by e,<,s, God, Gen. iv. 1, and Isa. liv. 13.

And there is one plac in which some (hink they attempt a litinil trHnslation of it. 2 Sum. i. 12;

where instead of 'the people of the Lord," tliny translate the text, t-ri t« Xao Uvia, in which, some

think UuScc is put for I'ua, or lov/ire, through the mistake of some amanuensis. It seems, however,

to be' rather an explicwt on than a literal translation of the words. Some think the reason of

this method used by them in their translation is, that the Hebrew letters of which that name con-

Rjsts cannot well be expressed by the letters of the Greek alphabet, so as to compose a word like

it. Hnt tills does not seem to be the reason of it, for they attempt to translate other names equally

difficult; as in Gen. X 2, luvay for Javaii ; and 2 Kings xii. 2, lulat for iTehoiada.

i Fsal. xlvii. 5.
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that God was a God of peace, or would give peace to them. As for the place to

which Abraham went to offer Isaac, which is called ' Jehovah Jireh,' it was the

mount Moriah ; and it is certain that this was not known by the name ' Jehovah

Jireh,' or, whenever spoken of, mentioned by that name. Nor had Abraham any-

right to apply to it any branch of the divine glory, as signified by the name. When,
therefore, he called the place 'Jehovah Jireh,' it is as though he had said, ' Let

all that travel over this mountain know that the Lord was seen, or that he provided*

a ram instead of L'^aac, who was ready to be offered up ; let this place be remark-

able, in future ages, for this amazing dispensation of providence ; and let them
glorify God for what was done here, and take encouragement from it to their laith.'

Or we may consider him as having spoken as a prophet, and then the meaning is,

' This place shall be very remarkable in future ages, as it shall be the mount of

vision ; here Jehovah will eminently appear in his temple, which shall be built in

this place.' Or, if you take the words in another sense, namely, ' God will provide,'

it is as if he had said, ' As God has provided a ram to be ottered instead of Isaac,

so he will provide the Lamb of God, who is to take away the sin of the world,

which was typified by Isaac's being ottered.' The place, therefore, was not really

called Jehovah ; but Abraham takes occasion, from what was done there, to mag-

nify him who appeared to him and held his hand,—whom alone he calls Jehovah.

We may add that, when Jerusalem is called Jehovah Shammah, ' the Lord is

there,' the meaning is, that it shall eminently be said, in succeeding ages, of the

new Jerusalem, that ' the Lord is there.' The city which was commonly known
by the name Jerusalem, is not called Jehovah, as though it had any character of

divine glory put upon it. The name, as given to it, simply implies, that the gospel

church, which was signified by it, should have the presence of God in an eminent

degree ; or, as our Saviour promised to his disciples, that ' he would be with them
alway, even unto the end of the world, '"^^ and, in consequence, that 'the.j gates of

hell should not prevail against it.'' As for the ark, it was not called Jehovah.

The psalmist simply takes occasion, from its being carried up into the city of

David with a joyful solemnity and an universal shout, with the sound of a trumpet,

to foretell the triumphant and magnificent ascension of our Saviour into heaven,

which was typified by the event. Concerning him he says, ' Jehovah is gone up.'

He is speaking in a prophetic style,—the present, or time past, being put for the

time to come, and his words are as if he had said, ' The Lord, when he has com-

pleted the work of redemption on earth, will ascend into heaven, which shall be

the cause of universal joy to the church ; and then he shall,' as the psalmist farther

observes, ' reign over the heathen, and sit on the throne of his holiness.' Again,

it does not appear that the ark was called Jehovah, in Exod. xvi. 33, 34. When
Aaron is commanded to ' lay the pot full of manna before the testimony,' that is,

the ark, he is said to have laid it 'before Jehovah.' But the reason of the expres-

sion is this,—God had ordained that the mercy-seat over the ark should bo the

immediate seat of his residence, whence he would condescend to converse with

men. Accordingly he is elsewhere said to 'dwell between the cherubims.' On
this account, that which was laid up before the ark, might be said to be laid up

before the Lord. But since none are so stupid as to suppose that inanimate tilings

can have the divine perfections belonging to them, the principal thing contended

for is, that the ark was called Jehovah, because it was a sign and symbol of the

divine presence. And thence they conclude, that the name of God may be applied

to a person that has no right to the divine glory, as the sign is called by the name
of the thing signified by it. It is to be observed, however, that the ark was not

only a sacramental sign of God's presence, for that many other things relating to

ceremonial worship were, but it was the seat of his presence. It was therefore

the divine Majesty who was called Jehovah, and not the place of his residence
;

and it was he alone to whom the glory was ascribed that is due to his name.

When it is farther objected, that the name Jehovah is often applied to angels, the

answer is, that it is never ascribed to any but him who is called, by way of eminence,

'the Angel, ' or 'the Messenger of the covenant,' that is, our Saviour."^ Whenever

k Matt, xxviii. 20. I Chap. xvi. 18. m Mai. iii. 1.
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it is given to this angel, such glorious things are spoken of him, or such acts of

divine worship demanded by and given to hira, as argue him to be a divine Person.

This will plainly appear, if we consider what the Angel, as he appeared to Moses,

says concerning himself, ' I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.'" It is said, 'Moses hid his face, for he was

afraid to look upon God ;
' and it is added, ' The Lord,' or Jehovah, ' said, I have

surely seen the affliction of my people that are in Egypt, and I am come down to

deliver them,' and ' I will send thee unto Pharaoh.' " Then in the following verses,

the Angel makes mention of his name, as the great 'Jehovah,' the ' 1 AM who
sent him.' Jacob gives divine worship to this Angel, when he says, ' The Angel

that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads.'P I might refer to many other

scriptures, where the Angel of the Lord is said to have appeared, in which, from

the context, it is evident that he was a divine Person, and not a created angel.

The most ancient Jewish writers generally call him 'the Wordi of the Lord.'

It is not denied, however, by the Anti-trinitarians, that the Person who so frequently

appeared in the form of an Angel, made use of such expressions as can be applied

to none but God ; and they say tliat he personated God, or spake after the manner
of his representative, not designing that the glory of the divine perfections should

be ascribed to him, but to Jehovah, whom he represented. We reply, that the

Angel appearing to Moses, in the scripture before-mentioned, and to several

others, doth not signify himself to personate God, as doubtless he ought to have

done had he been only his i-epresentative, and not a divine person. An ambassa-

dor, when he speaks in the name of the king whom he represents, always, when
personating him, uses such modes of speaking as may be understood to apply, not

to himself, but to him that sent him ; and it would be reckoned an affront to him
whom he represents, should he give occasion to any to ascribe to himself the hon-

our that belongs to his master. Now there is nothing in those texts which speak

of this Angel's appearing, that intimates his disclaiming divine honour, as what

belonged, not to him, but to God. Hence we must not suppose that he .speaks in

such a way as God doth, only as representing hira. We I'ead, indeed, " of a created

Angel appearing to John, who was supposed by him, at the first, to be the same that

appeared to the church of old, and accordingly John ofl'ored him divine honour
;

but he refused to receive it, knowing that the character of being the divine repre-

sentative would not be a sufficient warrant for his receiving it. We must conclude,

therefore, that the Angel who appeared to the church of old, and is called Jehovah,

was a divine Person. [See Note 2 P, page 250.]

Having considered that the name Jehovah is peculiarly applied to God, we now
proceed to prove that it is given to the Son. The first scripture that we shall re-

fer to is Isa. xl. 3, ' The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness. Prepare ye

the way of the Lord,' or Jehovah; 'make straight in the desert a highway for our

God.' If we can prove that this is a prophecy of John's preparing the way of our

Saviour, it will appear that our Saviour, in this scripture, is called Jehovah. Now
that it is a prediction of John's being Christ's forerunner, appointed to prepare

the Jews for his reception, and to give them an intimation that he whom they had

long looked for would suddenly appear, is plain from those scriptures in the New
Testament, which expressly refer to the passage and explain it in this sense. Thus,
' This is he that was .spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying. The voice of one

crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his path straight.'^

Hence, ho whose way John was to prepare, whom the prophet Isaiah calls Jehovah,

is our Saviour.

Again, it is said, ' Sanctify the Lord,' or Jehovah, 'of hosts himself, arid let him

be your fear, and let him be your dread. ''^ Here the prophet not only speaks of a

person, wliom he calls ' Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts,' which alone would prove hina

to be a divine Person ; but he further considers him as the object of divine wor-

ship,— « Sanctify him, and let him be your fear and your dread.' Certainly, if we
can prove this to be spoken of Christ, it will be a strong and convincing argument

n Exod. iii. 6. o Ver. 14, 15. p Gen. xlviii. 16. q See Dr. Allix's Judgment of tlie

Jewish Church against the Unitarians, Chap. xiii. to xvi. r Rev. xxii. 8, 9. s Matt. iii. 3.

t Isa. viii. 13.
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to evince his proper deity. Now that it is spoken of him, is very evident, if we
compare it with what immediately follows, 'And he shall be for a sanctuary.'

This I would cliooj^e to render, 'For he shall be for a sanctuary;' the Hebrew
particle Vau, which we render * and,' being often rendered elsewhere ' for.' The per-

son's being a sanctuary is thus assigned as a reason why we should sanctify him
;

and then it follows, that because the Jews will not give that glory to him which
they are under obligation to render, he will bo ' to them for a stone of stumbling,
and for a rock of offence,' as he shall ' be for a sanctuary' to those that are laith-

ful. That this is spoken of Christ, appears from the subject of which it treats
;

for it is only he who, properly speaking, is said to be a rock of offence, or in
whom the world was offended, by reason of his appearing in it in a low condition.

That it is spoken of Christ appears also by comparing it with other scriptures, and
particularly with Isa. xxviii. IG, ' Behold I lay in Sion, for a foundation, a stone,
a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation ; he that believeth shall

not make haste.' Here he is styled, a foundation-stone, the rock on which his church
is built ; and in the passage under consideration, he is called 'a stone of stumbling
and a rock of offence.' Now both scriptures are referred to, and applied to him in

1 Pet. ii. 6, 8, ' Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture. Behold, I lav in

Sion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious ; and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of

offence to them tliat are disobedient.' Here the apostle proves plainly, that our
Saviour is the Person who is spoken of, in both these texts, by the prophet Isaiah,

and consequently that he is Jehovah, whom we are to sanctify and to make our
fear and our dread.

Again, the name Jehovah is applied to Christ in Numb. xxi. 5—7, ' And the
people spake against God, and against Moses ; and the Lord sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, and much people of Israel died ; tliere-

fore the people came to Moses, and said. We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the Lord,' or Jehovah, ' and against thee.' He, who is called 'God,'
whom they spake against, is called ' Jehovah, 'who sent fiery serpents among them,
which destroyed them for their speaking against him. Now this is expressly ap-
plied to our Saviour by the apostle, ' Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.'^

Again, the prophet Isaiah, havhig had a vision of the angels adoring and minis-
tering to that glorious Person who is represented as sitting on a throne,'^ reflects on
what he had seen, and expresses himself in these words, ' Mine eyes have se.en the
King, the Lord,' or Jehovah, ' of Hosts.' Now this is expressly applied to our
Saviour, in John xii. 41, ' These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and
spake of him.' That John refers here to this vision, is evident from the preceding
verse, which contains a quotation from a part of it, in which God foretells that he
would bhnd the eyes, and harden the hearts, of the unbelieving Jews. It follows
that the Person who appeared to Isaiah, sitting on a throne, whom he calls ' Jeho-
vah,' was our Saviour.

Again, our point may be further argued, from Isa. xlv. 21, ' There is no God
else besides me, a just God and a Saviour, there is none besides me. Look unto
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there is none
else. I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness,

and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall

swear. Surely, shall one say. In the Lord have I righteousness and strength
;

even to him shall men come, and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.
In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.' This text
is a glorious proof of our Saviour's deity, not only from his being called Jehovah, but
from several other divine characters being ascribed to him. The Person whom the
prophet speaks of, styles himself Jehovah, and adds, that there is no God besides
him ; and he is represented as swearing by himself, which none ought to do but a divine
Person ; and he encourages all the ends of the earth to look to him for salvation.

If, therefore, it can be made to appear that this is spoken of our Saviour, it will be
an undeniable proof of his proper deity ; since nothing more than this can be said

u 1 Cor. X. 9. X Isa. vi. 1, 2.
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to express the glorj of the Father. Now that the words are spoken of our Saviour,
must be allowed by every one who reads them impartially ; for there are several

things-=-such as that all the ends of the earth are invited to look to him for salvation

—which agree with his character as Mediator. We have a parallel scripture, which
is plainly applied to him, ' And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, '^ that is,

the Messiah, who should spring from the root or stock of Jesse, 'which shall stand
for an ensign of the people ; to it,' or to him, ' shall the Gentiles seek.' This is

the same thing as for the ends of the earth to look to him. Besides, the phrase,
• looking to him,' is a metaphor, taken from a very remarkable type of men's look-
ing to him as the Saviour,—namely, Israel's looking to the brazen serpent for

healing. Thus he who is here spoken of, is represented as a Saviour, and as the
object of faith. Again, he is represented as swearing by himself, ' That unto him
every knee should bow, and every tongue should swear.' This is expressly applied
to our Saviour, in the New Testament, as containing a prophecy of his being the
Judge of the world, ' We shall all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ ; for

it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God ; so then every one of us shall give account of himself
to God.'^ The same words are used, with a little variation, in Phil. ii. 10, 11, ' That
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every tongue should confess, that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.' Again, the person of whom the
prophet speaks, is one against whom the world was incensed ; which can be meant
of none but Christ, as signifying the opposition that he should meet with, and the
rage and fury that should be directed against him, when appearing in our nature.
Again, he is said to be one in whom 'we have righteousness,' and in whom ' the
seed of Israel shall be justified ;' which very evidently agrees with the account we
have of him in the New Testament, as a Person by whose righteousness we are
justified, or whose righteousness is imputed to us for that end.

This leads us to consider another scripture, in which Christ is called Jehovah
;

' This is his name, whereby he shall be called, the Lord,' or Jehovah, 'our righ-

teousness.''^ His being called 'our righteousness,' as was before observed, implies,

that the Messiah, our great Mediator, is the Person spoken of, who is called Jeho-
vah. This is farther evinced from the context ; for it is said, ' Behold the days
come,' namely, the gospel day, ' that I will raise unto David a righteous branch,
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the
earth. '^ This any one who judges impartially of the sense of scripture, will con-

clude to be spoken concerning our Saviour's erecting the gospel-dispensation, and
being the sole Lord and Governor of his church. How the exercise of his domi-
nion over it proves his deity, will be considered under a following head. All we
need to observe at present is, that this description is very agreeable to his charac-
ter in scripture, as Mediator. We conclude, therefore, that, in this passage, he is

called Jehovah. It is objected, however, that the words may be otherwise trans-

lated, namely, ' This is the name, whereby the Lord our righteousness,' that is,

the Father, ' shall call him.' But the Father is never called in scripture, ' our
rigliteousness,' as was but now observed ; this being a character peculiar to

the Mediator, as is fully explained in several places in the New Testament. Be-
sides, it is well-known that the Hebrew word'' signifies either actively or passively,

as it is differently pointed, the letters being the same. We shall not enter into a
critical disquisition concerning the origin or authenticity of the Hebrew points, in

order to prove that our translation, rather than that mentioned in the objection, is

just ; but shall prove this from the context. It appears thence, that if the

passage were translated according to the sense of tlie objectors, it would be little

less than a tautology ; for it would then read :
* I will raise to David a righteous

branch; and this is the name whereby Jehovah, our righteousness, shall call him,
namely, the Branch.' Hence, the sense of our translation of the text, seems,
at least, more natural. It is also more agreeable to the grammatical construction
observed in the Hebrew language ; in which the words of a sentence are not trans-

y Isa. xi. 10. z Rom. xiy. 10, 11, 12. a Jer. xxiii. 6. b Ver. 5. c ijop*.
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posed as they arc in the Greek and Latin, which they arc supposed to be, in tho

sense of the text contained in the objection. But it is farther objected, that though

our translation were just, and Christ were called Jehovah, yet the passage will not

prove his deity, since it is elsewhere said concerning the church, 'This is the name
wherewith she shall be called, The Lord,' or Jehovah, 'our righteousness.'"* It is

evident, however, from the context, that this is a parallel scripture to the one in

question. Tho same Person, * the Branch,' is spoken of; and the same things are

predicted concerning the gospel-church, that was to be governed by him. While
it is plain that our translators understood this text as spoken of the church of the

Jews, or rather of the gospel-church, as many others do
;
yet, if we consider the

sense of the Hebrew words here used,'' it is very evident that they might, with

equal, if not with greater propriety, have been rendered, ' shall be called by her.*

The sense, therefore, is the same as that of the other passage ; the Branch, namely,

our Saviour, is to be called, ' the Lord our righteousness,' and adored as such by
the church.

There is another scripture, in which our Saviour is called Jehovah ;
' And ye

shall kuowtliat I am tlie Lord,' or Jehovah, 'your God, and none else ;'*^ compared
with the words in the context: 'And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall

call on the name of the Lord,' or Jehovah, ' shall be delivered. 's In both these

verses, it is evident that our Saviour is called ' Jehovah. ' The Person who is so called

in the former of them, is said to ' pour out his Spirit upon all flicsh,'^ &c. These
words are expressly applied to Christ in Acts ii. IG, 17. The pouring out of his

Spirit on all flesh, which they predict, is particularly ascribed to him :
'

' There-

fore being, by the right hand of God, exalted, and having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear.'

Tlic argument, then, is this : He who was, according to this prophecy, to ' pour out

his Spirit on all flesh,' is called ' Jehovah, your God ;' but our Saviour is said to

have poured out the Spirit,—therefore the name Jehovah is justly applied to him.

As to the latter of the verses, ' Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord, shall

be delivered,' this also is applied to Christ, by Paul in the epistle to the Romans,
and explained as spoken of him.'^ Tliat the apostle there speaks of calling on the

name of Christ, is plain from the preceding and following context. What he

terms ' calling on the name of the Lord,' he previously terms, ^
' confessing the

Lord Jesus ;' and he there connects tliis with salvation. He then proceeds to con-

sider, that, in order to our ' confessing him,' or 'calling on his name,' it is neces-

sary that Christ should 'be preaclied.' '" He farther adds, that though Christ was
preached, and his glory proclaimed in the gospel, yet the Jews believed not in him,

and consequently called not on his name. This he treats as an accomplishment of

what had been foretold by the prophet Isaiah," ' Who hath believed our report?'

(fee; intimating that it was predicted, that our Saviour should be rejected, and not

be believed in, by the Jews. It is h6nce very evident that the apostle is speaking
concerning him, and applying to him what is mentioned in the passage in Joel, ia

which he is called Jehovah. This glorious name, therefore, belongs to him.

Several other scriptures might have been quoted, to prove that Christ is called

Jehovah—scriptures which are applied to him in the New Testament, and some of

which may be incidentally mentioned under some following arguments. I think,

however, that what has been already said is abundantly suflicient to prove his deity,

from his having this glorious name given to him. I shall proceed, therefore, to

consider some otlier names given to him for tho proof of this.

He is styled ' Lord' and ' God,' in a sense which plainly proves his proper deity.

We will not, indeed, deny that the names ' Lord' and 'God ' are sometimes given

to creatures ; yet we are not left without sufficient light, whereby we may plainly

discern when they are applied to the one living and true God, and when not. To
assert the contrary, would be to reflect on tho wisdom and goodness of God. Not only

would it render those scriptures in which they occur like the trumpet that gives

an uncertain sound ; but we should be in tho greatest danger, in a matter of the

d Jer. xxxiii. 16. e rrb Nips fjoelii. 27. g Ver. 32. h Ver. 28

i Verse 32. k Rom. x. 13. 1 Verse 9. m Vt r. 14, 15. n Isa. liii. 1
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highest importance, of being led aside into a most destructive mistake, and induced

to give that glorj to the creature which is due to God only. We shall alwajs find

something either in the text or in the context, which evidently determines the

sense of these names, when they are applied to God, and when to the creature.

Let it be observed, that whenever the word ' God ' or ' Lord ' is given to a crea-

ture, there is some diminutive character annexed to it, which plainly distinguishes

it from the true God. Thus when it is given to idols, it is intimated, that they are

called or falsely esteemed gods or lords by their deceived worshippers. Accord-
ingly they are styled 'strange gods,'° ' molten gods,'P and * new gods ;'^ and their

worshippers are reproved as ' brutish and foolish.''" Again, when the word 'God'
is applied to men, there is something in the context which implies, that, whatever
characters of honour are given to them, they are, notwithstanding, subject to the

divine control. Thus it is said, ' God standeth in the congregation of the mighty

;

he judgeth among the gods.'* They are described also as at best but mortal men:
' I have said, ye are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High ; but ye
shall die like men.' They are depicted, it is true, as partakers of the divine image,

consisting in some lesser branches of sovereignty and dominion ; but this is infi-

nitely below the idea of sovereignty and dominion which is expressed by the word,

when applied to the great God. God says to Moses, indeed, ' See, I have made
thee a god to Pharaoh.'* But by this we are not to understand that any of the

divine perfections were communicated to or predicated of him ; for God cannot give

his glory to another. The sense is plainly, that he was set in God's stead. Thus
he is said to be instead of God to Aaron ;" and the same expression is used by Elihu

to Job,'^ ' I am according to thy wish in God's stead.' Plence, Moses being made
a god to Pharaoh, implies, not that he should have a right to receive divine honour,

but merely that he should, by being God's minister in inflicting the plagues which

he designed to bring on Pharaoh and his servants, be rendered formidable to them.

Again, when the word 'God' is put absolutely, without any additional character of

glory or diminution annexed to it, it must always be understood of the great God

;

this being that name by which he is generally known in scripture, and which is

never otherwise applied, without an intimation given that he is not intended by it.

Thus the Father and the Son are described in John i. 1, ' The Word was with

God, and the Word was God,' and in many other places of scripture. Hence, if

we can prove that our Saviour is called God in scripture, without any thing in

the context tending to detract from the most known sense of the word, we shall

fui-nish sufiicient evidence of his proper deity. We shall find, however, that he is

not only called God, but that there are some additional glories annexed to that

name, by which his deity will more abundantly appear.

As to the word ' Lord,' though it is often applied to creatures, and is given to

superiors by their subjects or servants, yet it also is sufficiently distinguished when
applied to a divine person, and when applied to creatures. Now, if we can prove

that our Saviour is called ' Lord ' and ' God ' in the supreme sense, the names will

sufficiently evince his proper deity. In order to this, we shall consider several

scriptures in which he is so called ; and in which also several characters of glory,

and divine honours are ascribed to him, which are due to none but a divine Per-

son, and which abundantly determine the sense of the words as applied to him.

He is called ' Lord' in Psal. ex. 1, ' The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at

my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.' That our Saviour, the

Messiah, is the Person whom David calls his Lord, is very evident from the words

being quoted and applied to him in the New Testament.y It is evident also from

a passage in our Saviour's history, that, by calling him Lord, David ascribes divine

honour to him. When the question was put to the Pharisees, If Christ were
David's Lord, how could he be his Son ? they might easily have replied to it,

had it been taken in a lower sense ; for it is not difficult to suppose that David

might have a son descending from him, who might be advanced to the highest

honours short of what are divine. But the Pharisees, not understanding how two

o Deut. xxxii. 16. p Exod. xxxiv. 17.
<l
Judges v. 8. r Jer. x. 8. s Psal. Ixxxii. 1, 6.
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infinitely distant natures could be united in one person, so that he should be callea

David's Sou, and yet liis Lord, in such a sense as proves his deity, they were con-

founded, and put to silence. But whether they acknowledged him to be a divine

Person or not, it is evident that David considers him to be such,—that he considered

him to be the Person who, pursuant to God's covenant made with him, was to sit

and rule upon his throne, in whom alone it could be said tliat it should be perpetual,

so that of his kingdom there should be no end. And inasmuch as speaking of the

Person whom he calls his Lord, who was to be his Son, lie says, ' Thy people shall

be willing in the day of thy power, '^ he plainly infers, that he should exert divine

power, and consequently evince himself to be a divine Person.

If the word ' Lord' be applied to Christ, as denoting his sovereignty over the

church, and his being the Governor of the world, it will be considered under the

next head, when we speak concerning those glorious titles and attributes ascribed

to him which prove his deity. We shall therefore wave it at present as applied in

this sense ; and shall only name two or three scriptures, in which he is called ' Lord'

in a more glorious sense than when it is applied to any creature. Thus in Rev.
xvii. 14, speaking of the Lamb, which is a character that can be applied to none
but him as Mediator, he is called, ' Lord of lords.' In Rev. i. 5, he is called, ' the

Prince of the kings of the earth ;' and in 1 Cor. ii. 8, ' the Lord of glory.' These
texts will be more particularly considered, when we speak concerning his glorious

titles, as an argument to prove his deity. All that we shall observe at present is,

that this is the same character by which God is acknowledged by anti-trinitarians

to be described in Deut. x. 17, ' The Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of

lords ; a great God, and terrible.' As truly, therefore, as the deity of the Father
is proved from this scripture, so truly have we ground to infer the deity of Christ,

when he is called Lord, with additional marks of glory.

Christ is often in scripture called * God,' in a sense in which the name is never
applied to a creature. In Psal. xlv. 6. it is said, ' Thy throne, God, is for ever
and ever.' Many glorious things are spoken of him in that psalm, which farther

prove that he whom it calls ' God' is a divine Person, in the same sense as God the

Father is. He is said, in particular, to bo ' fairer than the children of men, '
^ that

is, infinitely above them. Addressing the church it is also said, ' He is thy Lord,

and worship thou him.'^ The psalm likewise describes the church's complete bless-

edness as consisting in her being brought into his palace who is the King of it

;

and so it denotes him to be the spring and fountain of complete blessedness. It

adds that ' his name,' or glory, ' is to be remembered in all generations, and that

the people shall praise him for ever and ever.' This glory is ascribed to him who
is called ' God ;' and many otlier things are said concerning him, relating to his

works, his victories, his triumplis, which are very agreeable to the divine charac-

ter. It hence evidently appears that the Person spoken of in this psalm, is truly

and properly God. The anti-trinitarians, I am aware, will object, that several

things are said concerning him in this psalm, which argue his inferiority to the

Father. These only prove, however, that the Person spoken of is considered as

God-man, Mediator ; in which respect he is, in one nature, equal, and, in the other,

inferior to him. Were the psalm understood otherwise, one set of expressions con
tained in it would be inconsistent with and contradictory to another. We shall

only add, as an undeniable proof that it is Christ who is here spoken of, and that

he is considered as Mediator, that the apostle, speaking of him as Mediator, and
describing his divine glory as such, quotes these words of the psalm, ' Unto the

Son he saith. Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever ; a sceptre of righteousness

is the sceptre of tliy kingdom.'*'

Another instance of the name ' God' being applied to our Saviour in the sense

of deity, occurs in Matt. i. 23, ' Behold a virgin shall be with cliild, and shall bring

forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is,

God with us.' His incarnation, as is plain from the words, is what gives occasion

to his being described by the name or character, ' God witli us. ' This title imports

the same thing as the phrase which occurs in John i. 14, ' The Word iras made flesh,

z Psal. ex. 3. a Ver. 2. b Ver. 11. c Heb. i. 8.
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and dwelt among us.' This cannot be applied to any but Christ. To saj that

the Father is called Emmanuel, is such a strain upon the sense of the text as no
impartial reader will allow of. It is obviously a name given to the Son upon the

great occasion of his incarnation ; and it intimates as glorious a display of his

deity, as the text in Exodus does of the deity of the Father, if we suppose it to

apply to him, ' I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God.'''

Again, Christ's deity is proved from his being styled ' God, manifest in the flesh.'®

These words imply that the second Person in the Godhead was united to our na-

ture ; for neither the Father nor the Holy Ghost were ever said to be manifested

in the flesh. Besides, he is, in the context, distinguished from the Spirit, as justi-

fied by him. Nor is he called ' God,' on account of his incarnation, as some Soci-

nian writers suppose ; for to become incarnate supposes the pre-existence of that

nature to which the human nature was united. Accordingly, the incarnation is

elsewhere called assuming, or taking flesh ; as it is here called, being manifested

in it. Christ, therefore, was God before the act of incarnation. And there is cer-

tainly nothing in the text which determines the word ' God ' to be taken in a less

proper sense, than when it is applied to the Father. It is objected, however, that

the word ' God ' is not found in all the manuscripts of the Greek text, nor in some
translations, particularly the Syriac, Arabic, and vulgar Latin, which render the

passage, ' the mystery which was manifest in the flesh,' &c. But it is not pre-

tended that the word is left out in more than two Greek copies ; and it is very un-

reasonable to oppose these to all the rest. As to the Syriac and Arabic translations,

some suppose that it is not true in fact that the word ' God ' is left out in the

Arabic ; and though the Syriac leaves it out, it retains it in the sense, which is,

' great is the mystery of godliness that he was manifested in the flesh.' As to the

vulgar Latin version, it has not credit enough, especially among protestants, to

stand in competition with so many copies of scripture in which the word is found.

We can by no means, therefore, give up the argument which is taken from this

text to prove our Saviour's deity. Besides, we might appeal to the very words of

the text itself, from which it plainly appears, that if the word ' God ' be left out,

the following part of the verse will not be so consistent with ' a mystery ' as it is with

'our Saviour.' It is a very great impropriety of expression to say that 'a mystery,'

or as some Socinian writers explain it, 'the will of God,'^ was manifest in the flesh,

and received in a glorious manner. Such an idea is not agreeable to the sense of

the Greek words ; for it is plain that the phrase i» ca^Ki i(pan^uB», which we justly

render 'was manifest in the flesh,' is never used in scripture to signify, as the

Socinians understand it, the preaching of the gospel by weak mortal men. On the

other hand, it is often used to denote the manifestation of our Saviour in his incar-

nation ; and it is explained in John i. 14, where it is said that he was 'made flesh,

and we beheld his glory. 's As for the gospel, though it met with reception when
preached to the Gentiles, and there were many circumstances of glory which at-

tended the dispensation of it, yet it could not be said for that reason to be received

up into glory. Now, since what is said in this verse agrees to our Saviour, and not

to the mystery of godliness, we are bound to conclude that he is God manifest in

the flesh, and that the objection of the Anti-trinitarians is of no force.

The next scripture which we shall consider is Acts xx. 28, ' Feed the church of

God which he hath purchased with his own blood.' lie who is here spoken of is

said to have an ownership in the church. This no mere creature can be said to

have. Our Saviour is not only licre but elsewhere described as having it. Thus
it is said, ' He was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who
hath builded the house hath more honour than the house ; and he that built all

d Exod. xxix. 43. e 1 Tim. iii. 16. f Vid. Catech. Racov. ad Qiisest. LIX.
g It is elsewhere said concerning: him, I John iii. 3, that he was manifested, &e., i(pan^a6n, as

also in ver. 8. As for what is said in the last clause ot the verse, that 'he was received up into

glory,' it is a very great Rtiiiiii on the suse of those words to apply it to a mystery, or to the gospel,

since the words, atiXn(f^t\ tv So?>). plainly intimate a person's meeting with a glorious reception when
ascending into hemen. Aya.>~a.fita.]ii>iJi.a,i signifies sursum recipcre, therefore we render it, received

up. So it is often applied to our Suviour, Acts i. '2, 1 1, 22 ; and his ascension is called, Luke ix. 51.

A"4* *« «»aX»l^^lalf, the time in which he should be received up.
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things is God.* This is as though the apostle had said, ' Our Lord Jesus Christ

hath built not only his church but all things, and therefore must be God.' Again,

he is called * a Son over his own house ;'' so that he is the purchaser, the builder,

and the proprietor of his church, and therefore must be a divine person. Then,
in the passage under consideration, it is observed, that he who hath purchased this

chjirch is God, and that God hath done this with his own blood. Now this cannot
be applied to any but the Mediator, the Son of God, whose deity it plainly proves.

—Some object against this sense of the text, that tlie word ' God ' is here referred

to the Father; and so the sense is, ' Feed the church of God,' that is, of the

Father, 'which lie,' that is, Chi'ist, 'hath purchased with his own blood.' This
seems, however, a very great strain and force upon the grammatical sense of the

words ; for certainly ' He ' must refer to the immediate antecedent, and that is

' God,' to wit, the Son. If such a method of expounding scripture were to be allow-

ed, it would be an easy matter to make the word of God speak anything we please.

We must therefore take the passage in the most plain and obvious sense ; and then
it appears that God the Son has purchased the church with his own blood, and
that he has a right to the church.—But it is objected, again, that God the Father
is said to have purchased the church by the blood of Christ ; which is called

his blood, as he is the Proprietor of all things. But though God is the Proprietor

of all things, no one who does not labour very hard to maintain the cause he is

defending, would understand ' his blood ' in this sense. According to this method
of speaking, God the Father might be said to have done every thing that the Me-
diator did, and so to have shed his blood upon the cross, as well as to have pur-

chased the church by it.

The next scripture we shall notice as proving our Saviour's deity by applying to

him the name 'God,' is Rom. ix. 5, 'Of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came,
who is over all, God blessed for ever.' Here he is not only called ' God,' but ' God
blessed for ever.' This is a character too high for any creature ; and is the very
same that elsewhere is given to the Father, who is styled, ' The God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore,'"^ that is, not only the ob-

ject of worship, but the fountain of blessedness. Now, if Christ be so called, as it

seems evident that he is, then the word ' God ' is, in this text, applied to him in

the highest sense, so as to argue him a divine Person. That the text does apply

it to our Saviour, is plain ; because he is the subject of the proposition which it

contains, and is considered as being ' of the fathers concerning the flesh,' that is,

with respect to his human nature. It is objected, however, that the words may
be rendered thus :

' Let God,' namely, the Father, ' who is over all, be blessed for

ever,' that is, for the great privilege that Christ should come in the flesh. In de-

fence of our translation, it may be remarked, that it is very agreeable to the
grammatical construction of the words. Erasmus, it is true, defends the other
sense of the text, and so gives countenance to many after him, to make use of it

against our argument ; and that sense, he says, may be plainly proved from many
other scriptures. It is very strange that, with one hand, he should build up, and,

with the other, overthrow Christ's proper deity. Shall we attribute this to that aft'ec-

tation which he had to appear singular, and, in many things, to run counter to the

common sense of mankind ; or to the favourable thoughts which he appears to have
had, in some instances, of the Arian scheme ? Most of the ancient versions render

this text in the sense of our translation. Most of the ancient Fathers also do so,

as a late writer observes,^ in their defence of the doctrine of the Trinity. It is

certain, too, that the sense given by the Anti-trinitarians, is so apparently forced

and strained, that some of the Socinians themselves, whose interest it was to have
adopted it, have not thought fit to insist on it. A learned writer,™ who has appear-

ed in the Anti-trinitarian cause, and who certainly would have defended his sense of

the text better than he does had it been defensible, seems to argue below himself,

when he attempts to give a turn to it agreeable to his own scheme :
" It is uncer-

tain," he alleges, " whether the word 'God' was originally in the text; and if it

h Hebrews iii. 3, 4. i Ver. 6. k 2 Cor. xi. 31. 1 See Whitby in loc.

m See Dr. Clark's Reply to Nelson, oage 86.
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•was, whether it be not spoken of the Fatlier." To say no more than this, is not

to defend the Anti-trinitarian sense of the text; for if there were any doubt whether

the word ' God ' was left out of any ancient manuscripts, he would have obliged

the world had he referred to them. This neither he, nor, I think, any one else

has done. As to his supposing it uncertain whether the name be not there applied

to the Father, he ought to have proved and not suggested this. We might obserye,

in defence of our translation, that whenever the words are so used in the New
Testament that they may be translated, ' Blessed be God,'° they are disposed in a

different form, or order, from that in which they occur here. But though this is a
probable argument, we shall not insist on it, but shall rather prove our translation

to be just, from the connection of the words with what goes immediately before.

There the apostle had been speaking of our Saviour, as descending from the fathers,

according to the flesh ; or he had been considering him as to his human nature.

It is hence very reasonable to suppose that he would speak of him as to his divine

nature. Both natures are spoken of together, in John i. 14. and elsewhere ; and
why they should not be so spoken of here, cannot well be accounted for. [See

Note 2 Q, page 251-] Hence if our translation be only supposed to be equally

just with that of the Anti-trinitarians—and I think none pretend to deny that it is

—

the connection of the parts of the proposition laid down in the passage determines

the sense in our favour.

Here I cannot pass over that proof which we have of our Saviour's divinity, in

1 John V. 20, ' This is the true God, and eternal life.' In this passage ' the true

God' is opposed to those idols which, in the following verse, the apostle advises be-

lievers to 'keep themselves from.' In this sense the Anti-trinitarians themselves

sometimes call Christ the true God ; that is to say, he is not an idol. On this ac-

count, a learned writer ° observes, that they deal with him as Judas did, when he
cried, ' Hail Master,' and then betrayed him. They would be thought to ascribe

every thing to him but proper deity. That this belongs to him, however, will evi-

dently appear, if we can prove that these words are spoken of him. Tlie learned

author of the scripture-doctrine of the Trinity,? indeed, takes a great deal of pains

to prove that it is the Father who is here spoken of ; and his exposition of the

former part of the text, which does not immediately support his cause, seems very

just :
' The Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may

know him that is true,' namely, the Father, 'and we are in him that is true,'

speaking still of the Father, 'by or through his Son Jesus Christ.' But, I hum-
bly conceive, he does not acquit himself so well in the sense he gives of the follow-

ing words, on which the whole stress of the argument depends. He takes for grant-

ed, that the word eirn, ' this,' refers back, not, as is most natural and usual, to the

last word in order, but to the last and principal in sense, namely, ' the Father.'

This is, at least, doubtful. Any unprejudiced reader, who hath not a cause to

maintain whicli obliges him to understand it so, would refer it to the immediate
antecedent, namely, 'the Son,' by whom we have an interest in the Father. When
the apostle had been speaking of him as Mediator, and, as such, as the Author of

the great privilege of our knowing the Father and being in him, it seems very

agreeable to describe him as a Person every way qualified for this work, and con-

sequently as being the true God. Besides, the apostle had, in the beginning of

the verse, spoken of the Father as 'him that is true,' or, as some manuscripts have

it, ' him that is the true God,' as the same author observes. What reason, then,

can we assign why this should be repeated,—Avhy the apostle should be supposed

to say, 'We know the Father, who is the true God, and ho is the true God?' This

certainly, to say the best of it, does not run so smooth as when we apply the latter

clause to our Saviour. The author referred to attempts, indeed, to remove the

impropriety of the expression, by giving an uncommon sense of the words, namely,
' Tliis knowledge of God is the true religion, and the way to eternal life ;' or, 'This

is the true worship of God by his Son unto eternal life.' But though this is a truth,

n Thus they are four times, Luke i. 68. 2 Cor. i. 3. Eph. i. 3. and 1 Pet. i. 3. whert in tuXeynret

is put before ei«f. o Dr. Owen against Biddle, page 256. p See Dr. Clark's Reply to

Nelson, page 97>
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it can hardly be supposed to comport with the grammatical sense of the wnvr.-.

Why should 'the true God' be taken in a proper sense in one part of the vfi>c,

and a figurative sense in the other ? If, too, we take such liberty of supposin;^'

ellipses in texts, and supplying them with words which make to our own purpo.se,

it would be no difficult matter to prove almost any doctrine from scripture. The
plain sense of the text is, that the words designate our Saviour as the true God ;

and it is as evident a proof of his deity, as when the Father is called, ' the true

God,' or ' the only true God.' The Father is called so in John xvii. 3 ; yet he is

not, as so designated, to be considered as the only Person who is God in the most
proper sense, but as having the one divine nature. In this sense the word ' God'
is always taken, when God is said to be one. Moreover, let it be observed, that

he who, in the passage under consideration, is called the true God, is styled, ' life

eternal.' This, I humbly conceive, the Father never is called ; though, in one

of the foregoing verses, he is said to 'give us eternal life.' On the other hand,

not only is it said concerning our Saviour, that ' in him was life,'i but he says,

' I am the life,''' and it is said, ' The life was manifested, and we have seen it,'*

or him, ' and show unto you that eternal life, whicli was with the Father,' w^m ret

*-«Ti{«. This is an explanation of his own words,* r^of re» Qm, ' with God:' it is also

an explanation of what the apostle had said elsewhere. The word of Life, or the

Person who calls himself the life, ' was manifested unto us.'" This seems to be a
peculiar phrase, used by this apostle, whereby he sets forth our Saviour's glory

under this character. He calls him ' Life,' or 'Eternal life ;' and he that is so, is

the same Person who is called ' the true God.' The character of being ' true,' is

often applied to Christ, by the same inspired writer ; it is applied by him more than

by any other, as appears from several scriptures.'' And though, indeed, it refers

to him, as Mediator, as does also the name, 'Eternal liie,' it agrees very well

with his proper deity. We cannot but think, therefore, that our Lord's true

deity is plainly evinced by this text.

There is another scripture which speaks of Christ, not only as God, but with
some other divine characters of glory added to this name, which prove his proper

deity. In Isa. ix. 6, he is styled, ' the mighty God ;' and several other glorious

titles are given to him, as 'the Wonderful, Counsellor, the everlasting Father, the

Prince of peace.' These are all applied to him, as one whose incarnation was fore-

told, ' To us a child is born,' &c. He is farther described as a per.son who was to

be the Governor of his church ; for it is said, ' the government shall be upon his

shoulder.' All these expressions so exactly agree with his character as God-man,
Mediator, that they contain an evident proof of his proper deity. They, however,
who deny our Saviour's deity, object, that the words ought to be otherwise trans-

lated, ' the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, shall

call hhn, the Prince of peace,' We have before observed, in defence of our trans-

lation of another text,^ that the Hebrew word which we translate, ' he shall be
called,' which is the same witli that used in this text, does not fully appear to have
an active signification, and that such transpositions as are, both there and here,

made use of by the Anti-trinitarians, are not agreeable to that language. Our sense

of the text is so plain and natural, that any one who reads it impartially, without
forcing it to speak what they would have it, would understand it in the sense in

whieh we translate it ; and^t then contains a very evident^ proof of our Saviour's

divhiity.

There is another scripture whicli speaks of Christ, not only as God, but as ' the

great God:' ' Looking for that blessed liope, and the glorious appearing of the

great God, and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.'^ None ever denied tliat he, who is said
* to appear,' is true and proper God ; and the principal thing we have to prove is,

that the text refers only to our Saviour, or that the apostle does not speak of

two persons, the Father and the Son, but only of tlie Son. Though we often take

occasion to vindicate our translation, we cannot but think that here it ought to be

q John i. 4. r John xiv. 6. s 1 John i. 2. t John i. I,

u I John i. 2. x Rev. iii. 7, 14; xix. 11. y See page 176.
z Tit. ii, IS.
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corrected. The word 'and,' should be rendered 'even.'"^ But as I would not lay too

great stress on a grammatical criticism, how probable soever it maybe, we may consider

some other things in the text, such as are agreeable to his character as Mediator, by
which it appears that our Saviour is the only person spoken of in it, from what is said of

him. The apostle speaks of his ' appearing. ' Elsewhere, he speaks of the same thing,

' He shall appear the second time without sin unto salvation.'^ The apostle John
also says, ' When he shall appear, we shall be like him,'<^ &c. Then he who is

said to appear, is called 'the blessed hope,' that is, the object of his people's

expectation,—who shall be blessed by him when he appears. In the same way, he

is elsewhere called ' our hope,'*^ and 'the hope of glory.'® Now, we do not find

that the Father is described in scripture as appearing, or as the hope of his people.

A late writer,* it is true, gives that turn to the text : he supposes that, as the Father

is said to judge the world by Jesus Christ, and as when the Son shall come at last,

it will be in the glory of his Father ; so the Father may be said to appear by him,

as the brightness of his glory shines forth in his appearance. But such a mode of

interpretation is not used with other scriptures of a similar character, wliich speak

of every eye seeing him in his human nature, and which plainly refer to some

glories that shall be put upon that nature as the object of sense. AVhy, then,

should we say that the text imports only that the Father shall appear in his

appearing ? This is such a strain upon the sense of the words, as they who make
use of it would not allow of in other cases. I might have added, as a farther

confirmation of the sense we have given of this text, that it agrees with what the

apostle says in his epistle to Titus. There he calls the gospel, ' The doctrine of

God our Saviour, 's and, having described him as our Saviour, he proceeds to show
wherein he was so,—namely, ' by giving himself for us, that he might redeem us

from all iniquity.'^* Christ is also called ' God our Saviour,' in 2 Pet. i. 1, where

the church is said ' to have obtained like precious faith, through the righteousness

of God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ ;' or, as the marginal reading has it, 'of our

God and Saviour.' This seems to be so just a reading of the text we are con-

sidering, that some, on the other side of the question, allow that the words will

very well bear it. They think, however, as the author but now mentioned says,

that their view of it agrees with the whole tenor of scripture. This is little other

than a boast, as though the scripture favoured their scheme of doctrine ; but

whether it does or not, they who consider the arguments on both sides may judge.

We think wo have as much reason to conclude that our sense of the words, which

establishes the doctrine of our Saviour's being the great God, is agreeable to the

whole tenor of scripture. We proceed, however, to another argument.

There is one scripture in which our Saviour is called both 'Lord' and ' God:*
•And Thomas answered and said unto him, ' My Lord and my God.'' The manner
of address to our Saviour, in these words, implies an act of adoration, given to him
by this disciple, upon his having received a conviction of his resurrection from the

dead. There is nothing in the text but what imports his right to the same glory

a It is certain, that mtu is often exegetical, as well as copulative; and it appears to be so, by a

great many instances in the New Testament, when it is put between two nouns, the first of which

has an article, and the other none. Thus it will be acknowledged by all, that it is taken, in 2 Cor.

i. 3, 'Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ i etos xai •••TUf. So in Eph. i.

3; 2 Thess. ii. 16; 1 Pet. i. S; Rom. xv. 6; Phil. iv. 20; 2 Cor. xi. 31 ; and in Coloss. ii. 2. In

these scriptures, and others of a similar nature, the Arians themselves allow that this rule holds

good ; though they will not allow it when it proves our Saviour's deity, because it militates against

their own scheme. In Eph. v. 5, the apostle speaks of 'the kingdom of Christ, and of God,' as we
render it; but I think it ought to be rendered, 'even of God;' for it is. tdv X^kttov kxi Stau. So in

2 Thess. i. 12, ' The grace of our God, and,' or even, ' of the Lord Jesus Christ;' the words are,

TOO esou V** »*' »v(i<>t> \wiiv X^iffrav. See among many other scriptures to the like purpose, I Tim.
V. 21, and chap. vi. 13; 2 Pet. i. 2. It is true, there are several exceptions to this rule, though

they are generally in instances in which it is impossible for the latter word to contain an explication

of the former. In other instances it, for the most part, hohls good; and therefore it will at least

amount to a probable argument, that the words in this text, rtu fnyaXou Btav xtti rurti^tf tiftuv Itireu

X^irTtu. ought to be rendered, 'of the great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ." [See Mole 2 11,

page 262]
b Heb. ix. 28. c 1 John iii. 2. d 1 Tim. i. 1, e Coloss. i. 27.

f See Dr. Clark's Reply to Nelson, p. 85. g Tit. ii. 10. h Verse 14.

i John XX. 28.
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which belongs to the Father, when he is called his people's God. Herein they lay

claim to him as their covenant God, their chief good and happiness. Thus David
says, ' I trusted in thee, Lord ; I said, Thou art my God ;''' and God promises
that ' he would say to them which were not his people. Thou art my people ; and
they shall say. Thou art my God ;'^ * Israel shall cry unto me, My God, we know
thee T"* and the apostle Paul, speaking of the Father, says, ' My God shall supply
all your need,'" «fec. ; that is, the God from whom I have all supplies of grace, the

God whom I worship, to whom I owe all I liave or hope for, who is the Fountain
of blessedness. Now, if there be nothing in the text we are considering which
determines the words to be taken in a lower sense, as there does not appear to

be, we are bound to conclude, that Christ's deity is fully proved from it. But
some of the Socinians suppose that the words, ' My Lord, and my God,' are

a form of exclamation, or admiration,—that Thomas was surprised when he
became convinced that our Saviour was risen from the dead, and so cried out, as

one in a rapture, '0 my Lord! my God I' intending hereby the Father, to

whose power alone this event was owing. But such exclamations, though often

used in common conversation, and sometimes without that due regard to the divine

Majesty which ought to attend them, are net agreeable to the scripture way of

speaking. Even, however, if any scriptures could be produced to justify it, it is

sufficiently evident that no such exclamation is contained in these words. Not
only will the grammatical construction not admit of it,° but the words are brought
in as a reply to what Christ had spoken :

' Thomas answered and said unto him,
My Lord,' &e. Now, it is very absurd to suppose that an exclamation contains

the form of a reply. The words must therefore be understood as an explicit ac-

knowledgment of Christ as his Lord and his God. The objection represents the
words so contrary to the known acceptation of them, that many of the Socinians

themselves, and other late writers who oppose our Saviour's proper deity, do not
think lit to insist on it, but have recourse to some other methods to account for

those difficulties which lie in their way in this and other texts wjiere Christ is

plainly called God, as in John i. 1, and many other places in the New Testament,
Here we may take occasion to consider the method which the Anti-trinitaj-ians

use to interpret those scriptures in which Christ is called God. Some have re-

course to a critical remark on the word «•«#, ' God,'—namely, that when it has the
article i before it, this adds an emphasis to the sense, and determines it to be ap-

plied to the Father. And as the word is sometimes applied to him, when there is

no article—a fact which, to some, would appear an objection sufficient to invalidate

tliis remark—they add, tliat it is always to be applied to him, if there be nothing
in the text which determines it otherwise. This remark, as Dr. Clark observes,?

was first made by Origen, and afterwards largely insisted on by Eusebius. Dr.
Clark so far agrees witli it that, in his opinion, the word Si«,when put absolutely
in scripture, is never applied to any other Person. Let us inquire into the justice

of the remark. By the word ' God' being absolutely taken, whether et«( have au
article before it or not, we understand simply being used without any thing to de-

termine its application, either to the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost. On the other
hand, when it is not absolutely used, there are several things, by which m'C may
certainly know to which of the divine Persons it belongs. Thus it is particularly

apjtlied to the Father, when there is something in the text that distinguishes him
from the Son or Spirit. So, 'Ye believe in God,' namely, the Father, 'believe
also in me.'i In all those scriptures in which Chri.st is called the Son of God,
the word ' God' is determined to be applied to the Father. It is so determined
also, when God is said to act in relation to Christ as Mediator ; as in Heb. ii. 13,
* Behold, I and the children which God hath given me.' And the word 'God' is

determined to be applied to the Son, when he is particularly mentioned, or called
'the Son,' or described by any of his mediatorial works or characters, as the
phrases, ' God,' that is, the Son, 'with us,'"" and ' God manifest in the flesh ;'* or

k Psal. xxxi. 14. 1 Hos. ii. 23. m Chap. viii. 2. n Phil. iv. 19-
o The words, i Kv^ms and i Bits, are in the nominative case, which denotes that they are not

spoken in a way of exclannation.

p See Reply to Nelson, p. (J7. q John xiv. 1. Matt. i. 23. s 1 Tim. ill. 16.

1. 2 A
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vlieu there is any thing in the context which discovers that the word ' God' is to

be applied to him. With respect to the IIolj Ghost, when any of his perhunal

works or characters are mentioned in connection with the word ' God,' these de-

termine the name to belong to him. Thus, speaking concerning lying to the Holy

Ghost, it is said, ' Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.'* Again, it is .said,

' Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth

in you ?'" We shall say more of this, however, when we speak of the deity of the

Holy Ghost. Now in these and similar cases, the word ' God' is not put absolutely.

On the other hand, it is put absolutely when there is nothing of the nature which

we have specified to determine its application. It is thus put, for example, in

those scriptures which speak of the divine Unity, as, ' There is none good but one,

that is God ;'^ ' There is none other God but one ;'y ' Thou believest that there is

one God,'^ &c. ; and ' Thou, being a man, makest thyself God;'^ and in many
places in which there is an idea expressed of the divine perfections, without intima-

tion as to which of the Persons in the Godhead is intended. This is what we are

to understand by the word ems, ' God,' being put absolutely, without any regard

to its having an article before it or not. It hence appears that nothing certain

can be determined concerning the particular application of the word from its hav-

ing the article. Many scriptures might easily be referred to, in which it is used

without an article, though applied to the Father. On the other hand, it has very

often an article when applied to the Son, and sometimes when applied to idols, or

false gods,'' The devil also is called, « ^ut rev mutct nvrtv, ' the god of this world.'

And it may be observed, that in two evangelists,'^ referring to the same thing, and
using the same words, one has the word with an article, and the other without.

Setting aside, then, this critical remark about the application of the word ' God,'

when there is an article before ©"?, the main thing in controversy is, how we are

to apply it, when neither the context, nor any of the rules above-mentioned, give

us any direction whether it is to be understood of the Father, or indifferently of any

of the Persons^in the Godhead. The author above-mentioned, in his Scripture-doc-

trine of the Trinity, always applies it to the Father ; and it may easily be per-

ceived, that he has no other reason than its being used absolutely to apply many
scriptures to the Father, which others, who have defended the doctrine of the

Trinity in another way, for reasons contained in the context, applied to the Son."*

This is, indeed, the method used by all the Anti-trinitarians, in applying the

word ' God.' That which principally actuates them is their taking it for granted,

that as there is but one divine Being, so there is but one Pei'son, the Father, who
is truly and properly divine.® They hence assume that the word ' God' is to be

applied to him, when not determined in scripture to signify any finite being, as the

Son, or any creature below him. But this supposition, that the one divine Being

is a Person, that this is only the Father, and that he is supreme or most high God,

as compared with the Son and Spirit, as well as with all creatures, is not sufficiently

proved. We cannot allow of it, and therefore cannot see sufhcient reason to conclude

that the word ' God, ' when put absolutely, is to be applied to no other than the Father.

That which I would humbly offer regarding this word when thus found in scripture,

is, tliat when the Holy Ghost has leit it undetermined, our safest way is to consider

it as such, and to apply it indifferently to tlie Father, Son, or Spirit, and not to

one Person, exclusive of the others. Thus, when it is said, ' The Lord our God is

one Ijord ;' and ' there is one God, and there is none other but he, '^ the meaning

is, that there is but one divine lieing, who is called God as opposed to the creature,

or to all who are not God by nature. Hence, when in the first of these texts,^ the

unity of the Godhead is asserted, and Israel are exhorted to 'serve him,' they are,

t Acts V. 3, 4. u 1 Cor. iii. 16. x Matt. xix. 17. y 1 Cor. viii. 4. z James ii. 19.

a Joliii X. 33. b Acts vii. 43; xiv. 11. c See Matt. xix. 26, compared with Mark x. 27.

(1 As ill Rev. xix. 4—6. 17. See Scriptuie-doctrine, &c., pp. 67, 68, and in many other places.

e This is the sense of Dr. Cl'irk's first Section in I'art II., on which his whole scheme seems to

be founded ; and he speiiks to the same purpose in several other places; and. in particular, in his

Repl> to Nelson, p|). 67,68, he concludes the word Hios, God, absolutely taken, to import the same,

as « ravTOK^arup or o iri ^avruv fc>£«f, by whuli he aluass intends the Father.

1 Mark .\ii. 2\), 32.
'

g Deut. vi. 4.
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at the same time, forbidden to ' go after other gods.''' And when it is said, that
* to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, is more than all

bunit-offerings and sacrifices,'' the words imply that religious worship was per-

formed to God. But it is certain that this was performed to all the Persons in the

Godhead ; and hence none of them are excluded, in the assertion which follows,

' There is one God, and there is none other but he.' Though Dr. Clark concludes

Athanasius, from his unguarded way of speaking, in some other instances, to be

of his side
; yet, in the very place which he refers to,'* Athanasius expressly says,

that when the scripture saith the Father is the only God, and ' there is one God,'

and ' I am the First and the Last,' this does not destroy the divinity of the Son,

for he is that one God, and first and only God, &c., and so is the Holy Ghost.

Again, when it is said, ' There is none good but one, that is God,'' the words imply

that the divine nature, which is predicated of aU the persons in the Godhead, hath

those perfections that are essential to it, and particularly that goodness by which
God is denominated all-sufficient. So when it is said, ' Known unto God are all

his works,'™ where the word ' God' is absolute, and not, in a determinate sense,

applied to either Father, Son, or Spirit, the meaning is, that, as is expressly de-

clared also in other scriptures, all the Persons in the Godhead created all things,

and that, as the consequence of this, they have a right to aU tilings, which are

known unto them.

It will probably be objected, that we appear to speak of four divine Persons,

—

that, in addition to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we speak of the Godhead,
which is common to them all, and which we call ' God,' a word which, in other

instances, denotes a personal character ; and, if so, it will follow, that we are

chargeable with a contradiction in terms, when we say that there are three Persons

in the Godhead, namely in one Person. To this it may be replied, that though
the divine nature, which is common to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, is, when
called ' God,' represented in sci'ipture, as though it were a Person ; yet it is then,

in the sense of a person, to be understood only metaphorically. The Father, Son,

and Spirit, on the other hand, as has been before considered, are called divine per-

sons properly, or without a metaphor.'* Moreover, the divine nature, though it is

called God, is never considered as co-ordinate with, or as distinguished from, the

divine persons ; as though it were a person in the same sense as they are. "When-

ever, therefore, it is so called, it must be considered as opposed to the creature
;

just as ' the one God ' is opposed to those who are not God by nature. It may also

be remarked, that those divine perfections which are implied in the word ' God,'
understood in this sense, are known by the light of nature ; while the divine per-

sonality, as regards either the Father, Son, or Spirit, is a matter of pure revela-

tion. Hence, all the force of the objection has reference to the sense of a word
;

and the principal thing in debate is, whether the word ' God,' absolutely and inde-

terminately considered, is a proper mode of speaking to set forth the divine nature ?

Now, if the scripture so uses the word, it is not for us to inquire about its propriety

or impropriety. We must take heed, however, that we do not pervert or misun-
derstand the sense of it as they, on the one hand, do, who speak of the Godhead,
when called ' God,' as though it were distinct from the Father, Son, and Spirit,

and they, on the other, who understand it only of the Father, as opposed to the

Son and Spirit. The Anti-trinitarians thus pervert the word, when they so explain

the divine unity, and set aside the true deity of the Son and Spirit, as in ett'ect, to

maintain that there is but one Person in the Godhead.
Having thus considered the sense in which the Anti-trinitarians understand the

word ' God,' when it is taken absolutely in scripture, we proceed to consider in what
manner they understand that word when applied to Christ. They suppose that
our Saviour is called God, in the New Testament, by a divine warrant, as a peculiar

honour put upon him. Here, they think it not diflicult to prove, that a creature
may have a right conferred on him to receive divine honour. This, if they were
able CO prove it, would tend more to weaken our cause, and establish theii* own, than

h Verses 1.3, 14. i Mark xii. 3.3. k See Scripture-doctrine, p. 3.

1 Matt. xix. 17« HI Acts xr. 18. n See Page 155.
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any thing they have hitherto advanced. We shall have occasion to expose it when
we come to prove the deity of the Son, from his having a right to divine worship.

We shall therefore pass it over at present ; and consider them as intending by the

word ' God, ' when applied to our Saviour, nothing more than what imports an hon-

our infinitely below that which belongs to the Father. This they suppose to have

been conferred upon him, on some occasions, relating to the work for which he

came into the world. The Socinians, in particular, speak of his being called God,

or the Son of God, on account of his having been 'sanctified,' and ' sent into the

world, '•* that is, to redeem it, in that peculiar and low sense in which they under-

stand the word ' redemption.' Of this we shall say more hereafter. They also

speak of his being called God, or the Son of God, on account of his extraordinary

conception and birth, by the power of the Holy Ghost ; and they appeal, for this

view of the matter, to the words : ' The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore also that holy thing, which

shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God.'P Another reason of his

having this honour conferred upon him, they take from his resurrection ; they

found this on the saying, that he was ' declared to be the Son of God with

power, by the resurrection from the dead.'i Another reason they take from his

ascension into heaven, or being glorified ; at which time they suppose that he was
made an high-priest, and had, in an eminent degree, the name and character of

God conferred upon him. For this they refer to the words ; ' Christ glorified not

himself to be made an high-priest ; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son,

to-day have I begotten thee.'"" Now they obviously pervert the sense of these

texts to which they appeal. They suppose that Christ's mission, incarnation, re-

surrection, and ascension, are the principal reasons of his being called God,—that

his deity is founded, not in the excellency of his nature, but in these relative cir-

cumstances,—and that it was an honour which was conferred upon him, by an act

of grace, and which God, had he pleased, might have conferred on any other crea-

ture, capable of yielding obedience to him, or receiving a similar commission. In

reality, however, these scriptures refer to that glory which he had as Mediator,

and which are a demonstration of his deity ; and the honours they ascribe to him
were agreeable to his character as a divine Person, but did not, as they suppose,

constitute him God. These things, however, are not so particularly insisted on by
some late Anti-trinitarians. They all, indeed, agree in this, that his right to divine

honour is the i-esult of that authority which he has i-eceived from God, to perform

the works ascribed to him relating to the good of mankind. Yet we cannot but

conclude, from the scriptures formerly brought to prove his proper deity, in which

he is called ' Lord' and ' God,' in as strong a sense as when those words are ap-

plied to the Father, that he is God equal with the Father.

Having thus considered our Saviour's proper deity, as evinced from his being

called ' Lord ' and ' God,' and also, that these names are given to him in a sense

which denotes Godhead, as much as when they are applied to the Father; we shall

close this head, by considering two scriptures in which the divine nature is ascribed

to him. The first of these is Coloss. ii. 9, ' In him dwelleth all the fulness of the

Godhead bodily.' Here it is not said merely that God dwelleth in him. This

would not so evidently have proved his deity ; because God is elsewhere said to

dwell in others. Thus, it is said, ' God dwelleth in us.'* But here it is said, ' the

Godhead dwelleth in him,'—language which is never applied to any creature.

The expression is very eniphatical, 'The fulness,' yea, 'all the fuhiess of the

Godhead, dwelleth in him.' Wliat can we understand by these words, but that

all the perfections of the divine nature belong to him ? The apostle had been

speaking of ' the mystery of Christ,'' as what the church was to know and acknow-

ledge, as well as that o^ the Father. He also considers him as the Fountain of

wisdom, ' In whom are hid all tlie treasures of wisdom and knowledge.'" And what
is here spoken concerning him, very well corresponds with these other views of his

character, as being expressive of his divine glory. The fulness of the Godhead is

o John X. 36. p Luke i. 35. q Rom. i. 4. r Heb. v. 5. si John iv. 112.

t Col. ii. 2. u Ver. 3.
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said, indeed, to ' dwell in him bodily ;' by which we are to understand his human
nature, as the body is, in some other scriptures, taken for the man. Thus, we
are exhorted to ' present our bodies,' that is, ourselves, ' a living sacrifice to God.'^

So here the divine nature, as subsisting in him, is said to dwell in his human na-

ture, that is, to have the human nature united to it. This is meant by its 'dwelling

in him bodily.' The account which some give of the sense of this text, to evade

the force of the argument taken from it to prove our Saviour's deity, does little

more than show how hard the Anti-trinitarians are pressed to maintain their ground.

They say that the word etorm, which we render ' Godhead,' signifies some extraor-

dinary gifts conferred upon him,—especially such as tended to qualify him to dis-

cover the mind and will of God ; or, at least, that nothing else is intended but that

authority which he had from God, to do the work which he came into the world

to perform. But it is certain, that this falls infinitely short of what is intended by
the word ' Godhead.' That word must signify the divine nature, subsisting in him
who assumed, or was made, flesh ; and so dwelling in that flesh, as in a temple.

There is another scripture, which seems to attribute to him the divine nature,

namely, that in which it is said, that 'he was in the form of God, and thought it

not robbery to be equal with God.'y By 'the form of God,' I humbly conceive, we
are to understand the divine nature. It was, therefore, no instance of robbery in

him to assert, that he was equal with God. If this sense of the text can be de-

fended, it will evidently prove his proper deity ; for it is never said, concerning

any creature, that he is in the form of God, or, as the words may be rendered,

that he subsisted in the form of God. It is well known, that the word which we
render 'form,' is used not only by the schoolmen, but by others before their time,

to signify the nature, or essential properties, of that to which it is applied. This

sense of the word was well known in the apostle's days. Why then may we not

suppose, that the Holy Ghost, in scripture, may once, at least, use a word which
would be so understood? It will farther appear that Christ's deity is signified by
it, if the following words are to be understood in the sense expressed in our trans-

lation, ' He thought it not robbery to be equal with God.' The word, nynfara, 'he

thought,' is taken in the same sense in the third verse of this chapter :
' Let every

man esteem,' or think, 'others better than themselves;' and it is used about twenty
times in the New Testament, five times in this epistle, besides in this text, and
never understood otherwise than as signifying ' to think,' ' esteem,' or 'account.'

The sense of the respective texts where it is used, would be destroyed if it were
understood otherwise. This the Anti-trinitarians themselves will not deny, inas-

much as it does not aff"ect their cause. Yet they determine that it must be other-

wise translated in this text ; and so they render the words, aox i^^ayfiev hyrifaro t» mat

irx ei*, ' he did not covet to be honoured,' or was not greedy, or in haste of being
honoured, ' as God,'^—that is, he did not affect to appear like a divine Person, or

catch at those divine honours that did not belong to him. Could this sense of the

text be made out to be just, it would effectually overthrow our argument, founded
on it, to prove Christ's proper deity. It is as foreign, however, from the sense of

the words, as any sense that could be put upon them ; and all that is pretended to

justify it, is a reference which they make to a phrase, or two, used in a Greek
writer, which is not at all to their purpose.* Moreover, the sense of this text, as

X Rom. xii. 1. y Phil. ii. 6. z See Dr. Clark's Scripture-doctrine, page 176.

a Whitby is very particular in laying down this sense of the text, and the defence of it, in his

annotations on this scripture, from Heliodorus, whtre he finds the words. a^To.yfix toiuv, which be
rendeis, ' to snatch at,' and k^-!rayij.a riyuffiai, which, he supposes, si>.'iiifies to pursue, or covet, a
thing that is desirable. But, however, the words going before or following, in that author, may
determine that to be his meaning, as the sense of particular words is oltentimes greatly varied by
the context; this will not justify the rendering of them in the same sense, in other instances, of a
very foreign nature, asceriaiiily the text we are explainitig must be reckoned to be. Besides, the
word is not the same, for it is a^vxyfta, which properly signifies a prey, or the thing stolen; and
though a^vayfta -xotut ^u»Tt/;^/ay may signify, ' to catch at an opportunity,' as a person catches at what
he tliitiks lor his advantage, yet if the word aj^ay^ov had been used instead of it, it would very
much have altered the sense. Though also a^-!ra.yf/.a riynr^xi signifies, ' to esteem a thing worthy to
be pursued, or catched at, as a prey,' yet a^vayfio* hyucrfai, which are the words in the text we are
ooMsidtring, signify no such thing, but rather ' to reckon a thing unlawful to be pursued, as what
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agreeable to the words of our translation, will farther appear, if we consider that

our Saviour's being ' in the fonm of God,' is there opposed to his having afterwards

been * in the form of a servant,' or ' in the fashion of a man.' If the latter is to

be understood of his being ti'ulj and properly man, and not to be understood as

merely something in him which resembled the human nature,—or if his ' taking on

him the form of a servant,' imports his being in a capacity to perform that obe-

dience which was due from him, as man to God, in a proper, and not a theatri-

cal sense,—then it follows, that his being in the form of God, as opposed to this,

must be understood to mean his being truly and properly God, or his having the

divine nature. I might here consider the sense which Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations,

after having given up the sense of the words, as in our translation, to the adversary,

gives of our Saviour's being * in the form of God,' as opposed to that of a servant.

It is, that his being in the form of God, implies his appearing, before his incarna-

tion, in a bright shining cloud, or light, or in a flame of fire, or with the attendance

of an host of angels, as he is sometimes said to have done. This appearance the

Jews call ' Shechinah,' or the divine Majesty, as being a visible emblem of his pre-

sence. This Dr. Whitby calls ' the form of God ;' and he calls the absence of it

in our Lord's incarnate state in this lower world, 'the form of a servant.' He adds,

that when he ascended into heaven, he re-assumed the form of God ; and there-

fore whenever he has occasionally appeared, as to the martyr Stephen at his death,

or to the apostle Paul at his first conversion, it has been in that form, or with like

emblems of majesty and divinity, as before his incarnation. Now what he says of

Christ's appearing with emblems of majesty and glory before his incarnation, and
the glory that was put upon his human nature after his ascension into heaven, is a

great truth. But this is never styled, in scripture, ' the form of God ;' nor is the

symbol of the divine glory, however denominated by Jewish writers, ever called in

scripture 'the divine majesty.' Dr. Whitby's interpretation, therefore, has no
reference to the sense of this text ; nor does it in the least enervate the force of

the argument, taken from it, to prove our Saviour's proper deity, just as his criti-

cal remark on the words does not affect the sense of our translation. I might also

observe the sense which another learned writer^ gives of 'the form of God' in

this text ; which is the same that is given by several of the Socinians,—namely,

that it has a relation to his working miracles while upon earth. This is certainly

very disagreeable to the scope and design of the text ; for he is said to have been
' in the form of God ' before he took upon him the form of a servant, that is, be-

fore his incarnation. Besides, the working of miracles never was deemed suffi-

cient to designate a Person to be in the form of God ; for if it had, many others,

both before and after him, might have been so designated. To be ' in the form of

God,' however, is a glory appropriate to him who 'thought it not robbery to be

equal with God.'

I would not wholly pass over that which some call a controverted text of scrip-

ture, ' For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Ghost; and these three are one,'*^ lest it should be thought that I con-

clude tlie arguments brought by the Anti-trinitarians sufficiently conclusive to

prove it spurious. I .shall, however, say little respecting it, because it is a very

hard matter to advance any tlung that has not been very largely insisted on by
various writers. Among these, I cannot but mention, with great esteem, one who
has defended the scripture-doctrine of the Trinity with a great deal of learning and

judgment, and who has given a particular account of several that have written on

be has no right to.* This is the sense of the words in our text, as if it had been said, He did not

think it unlawful to pursue or lay claim to the divine honour of being equal with God, or, as we
render it, ' thought it no robbery,' &c. For the justifying ot this sense, every one who observes the

acceptation ol the Greek words, will find that a^^ayfioi signifies the action ot robbing, and
i^^ay/za the thing stolen. This may be observed in many other words, where the former construc-

tion Minifies the act.—the latter, the effect,—as in Xoyia-fio; and KoyKri/.a^ xo/jLTu.iTft.iri and xofi-raa-fiu,

Koi'.a.Tu.of and Kcyarfn-a. i^itrfios and igicfict, i-prXicy-ns ii[ii\ 0T>.i(Tfia, «rT<j;^;a(r^oj aii(i <rT«;^;a#'|«a ; and, in the

JSew Testament, Sa^'riff/j.cs signifies the action ol baptizing, hikI Sa^rric-fiu tbe ordinance in which
it is peifornied. See Mark vii. 8. compared w ith Matth. iii. 7. and chap. xxi. "25. Multitudes of

'nstances might have beeii given, but tlit-se are sufficient.

b Grotius in loc. c 1 John v. 7.
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#

either side of the question.^ Xo one pretends to deny that this text is not to bo

found in a great number of manuscripts, among which some are generally allowed

to be of great antiquity. It is hence the less to be wondered at, that it is left o;it

in some ancient versions, which were taken from copies that were destitute of it

;

for the fact proves only that the text has been corrupted. The main question is,

Which copies are to be reckoned genuine,—those which have it, or those which

have it not ? It must be allowed, that there is a considerable number in which

the text is inserted, as Beza and others observe ; and it will be a hard matter to

prove that these are all spurious,—which must be done, before we shall be obliged

to expunge it from scripture. If it be objected, that the manuscripts which have

the text are not so ancient as those that are without it, it will be a difficult matter

for the objectors to determine the antiquity of them with such exactness as, by

comparing one with another, to demonstrate wliich has the preference, and by

what a number of years. Besides, it is certain that more manuscripts of scripture

by far are lost, than are now known to exist in the world ; unless we suppose that

religion, in ancient times, was contracted into a very narrow compass, or that very

few, in the first ages of the church, had copies of scripture by them, which is not

to be supposed. It will hence be hard to prove that those manuscripts which have

the text, did not take it from some others which were in being before them. The

genuineness or spuriousness of the text, therefore, is not to be determined only, or

principally, by inspection of ancient manuscripts. Nor can I think it very material

to offer conjectures concerning the manner how the text came first to be corrupted.

Dr. Hammond and others suppose that, in consequence of the repetition of the words

in the following verse, ' There are three that bear record,' some one who transcribed

the epistle might have left out the text by mistake. It is, indeed, a hard thing to

trace to its origin every mistake made by a transcriber. This, however, must be

concluded, that it was possible for it to be left out through inadvertency ; and that

it could not have been put in without a notorious fraud. No one, likewise, would

have attempted to do the latter, unless some end, which he thought valuable, were

to be answered. As to maintaining the doctrine of the Trinity by making such

an interpolation, I will not say that every one who ever defended it had honesty

enough to abhor so vile an act ; but this I am bound to say, that if any

one made the interpolation, he was guilty, not only of fraud, but, at the same

time, of folly ; for the divinity of the Son and Spirit, as well as of the Father, is

maintained throughout the whole scripture, and the principal thing asserted in this

text concerning the Son—that he is one with the Father—is expressly laid down

in his own words, ' I and my Father are one.'^ I know the Arians take occasion

to censure the defenders of the doctrine of the Trinity, as if they had been guilty

of this fraud ; though Father Simon ^ is a little more sparing of his reflections on

them. Even he, however, maintains, that some person or other, in the margin of

a copy which he had by him, which he supposes to have been about five hundred

years old, had afiixed the words in question to the eighth verse as an explanation

of it, intimating that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are intended by ' the

Spirit, water, and blood ;' and he hence concludes, that the next person who
transcribed from this manuscript, mistook the note for a part of the text, and so

inserted the seventh verse. This Le Clerc calls setting the matter in a clear light

;

for some persons are ready to believe that which supports their own cause, how
feebly soever it may be maintained. We might easily reply, that this text was

known in the world long before Father Simon's manuscript was written, and con-

sequently that it did not take its rise in the manner he conjectures. To produce

a single instance of the nature of the one he mentions, is, I humbly conceive,

nothing to the purpose.

»

But, passing by what respects manuscripts, there is more stress to bo laid on the

d Mr. Abraham Taylor, in his 'True Scripture-doctrine of the Trinity,' part I. chap. ii. in which

we have his own method of reasoning in defence of the doctrine, which is, at least, sufficient to

remove the boasts and insults of those who wonder that we should not give up the cause entirely

to them.

e John X. 30. f See Histoire Crit. du Nouv, Testam. chap. 18. p. 204.

g See this conjecture of Father Simon learnedly opposed in Smith. Miscellan. contra Simon.
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writings of those who have referred to this text. Now it is certain, that it was
often quoted in defence of the doctrine of the Trinity, by ancient writers, in the fifth

and following centuries ; and it must therefore have been found in the manuscripts

that they used. It is not quoted indeed by the Fathers who wrote in the fourth

century, namely, Athanasius, Cyril, Gregory Nazianzen, Chrysostom, Augustin,

and some others. Nothing, however, can be inferred from this, but that it was not

in the copies they made use of. Yet it does not follow that it was in no copy at

the time when they wrote ; for if we look back to the third century, we find it ex-

pressly referred to by Cyprian,—a fact on which I cannot but lay a very great

stress. He has it in two places :
^ in the former he incidentally mentions the words,

' These three are one ;' and, in the latter he expressly quotes the text, and says,

* It is written of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that these three are one.' This

evidently proves, that he found it in some manuscript extant in his time ; which
was before any manuscript, now in being, is pretended to have been written,—for

even the Alexandrian manuscript is, I think, supposed by none to be of greater

antiquity than the fourth century. The text's having been seen by Cyprian seems

to me to be of greater force than any thing that is suggested, concerning its not

being found in manuscripts of later date. Cyprian too does not speak of it as a
certain manuscript, which was reserved, as a treasure, in some private library,—

a

situation in which it might be adulterated ; nor does he pretend to prove the au-

thority of it, or to make formal use of it, to establish the genuineness of the text

;

but he quotes the text, as we do any other place of scripture, supposing it gener-

ally acknowledged to be contained in it. And Cyprian was reckoned a man of the

greatest integrity, as well as piety ; and so would not refer to any text, as a part

of the sacred writings, which was not so. It is objected, by the Anti-trinitarians,

that he quotes, not the text in question, but the eighth verse, and that he does

this, not in the words of the verse, but in a mystical sense,—interpreting 'the Spirit,

water, and blood, agreeing in one,' to be the Father, Son, and Spirit, being one.

They allege, also, that Facundus, an African bishop, who lived about the middle

of the sixth century, quotes it in this way, and puts this sense upon it. It may
be replied, however, that Facundus' judgment is no more to be valued, who lived

three hundred years after Cyprian, than if he had lived in the present age, and that

he had no farther light to understand Cyprian's meaning than we have. We know
very well, too, that Cyprian was not so unreasonably fond of mystical interpretations

of scripture as Oi'igen and some others of the Fathers were. Yet even they never

presumed to quote any mystical sense, which they put on scripture, as being scrip-

ture itself, or to say of it, as this Father says of his quotation, * It is so written.'

Much less are we to suppose that Cyprian did this. And whatever Facundus'
sense was of his words, another who lived in the same century with him, or a little

before him, namely, Fulgentius, refers, (as the learned author above-mentioned'

observes,) to this passage of Cyprian, not as a mystical explanation of the eighth

verse, but as distinctly contained in the seventh verse, and, as such, makes use of it

against the Arians. As for that known passage in Tertullian,'' in which he says that

the union, or connexion, as he calls it, of the Father in the Son, and of the Son in

the Comforter, make three joined together, and that these three are one, that is,

one divine Being, not one Person, and so refers to our Saviour's words, ' I and the

Father are one,' it is a very good explanation of the sense of this text, and dis-

covers that, in that early age of the cliurch, he had a right notion of the doctrine

of the Trinity. But whether it be sufficiently evident, that, though defending the

doctrine contained in it, he refers to the scripture under consideration, I will not

determine. I shall add no more in the defence of the genuineness of this text,

[See Note 2 S, page 252.] but rather refer tho reader to others who have written

professedly on the subject.'' I shall simply notice that some Anti-trinitarians have

tupposed, tliat if this scripture were genuine, it does not prove the doctrine of the

Trinity ; alleging tliat the words ought to be taken as implying, that the Father,

h Vid. Epist. Ixxiii. adJiihaianiim. et de Unitate Eccl. § v. i See True Scripture-doc-

trine, &c, page 53. k Contra Praxeam, cap. xxv. 1 See the authors before referred to, in

'The True Scrii>ture-doctriiu',' &c. as also Triiiglarid de trlbus in coelo-testibus.
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Son, and Spirit arc one only in testimony. Now though it is an undoubted truth

that they agree in testimony
; yet this truth does not amount to the sense of the

words, ' They are one.' If that had been the principal idea designed to be conveyed

by them, no reason can be assigned why the phrase should be ditferent from what

it is in the following verse ; and it would, doubtless, have been expressed, tit r» i»

»<#•«, ' They agree in one.'

Proofs of Christ's Deity from his own Statements.

We have endeavoured thus to prove our Saviour's proper deity, not only from

those scriptures which speak of him as being called ' Lord' and ' God,' but from
others which assert him to have the divine nature, or to be equal with God the

Father. We shall now proceed to consider some scriptures in which he asserts

this concerning himself ; or, rather, we shall consider what proofs we have of his

deity from his own words. These occur in several conferences which he held with

tlie Jews, when he gave them reason to conclude that he was God equal with the

Father,—and when they showed themselves to understand his words in this sense,

by opposing him, and charging him with blasphemy. It is often replied, indeed,

that nothing can be inferred to prove his deity from their misunderstanding his words

and charging him, without ground, with calling himself God. But though we do

not lay much stress on what they understood to be the meaning of bis words ; yet

it plainly appears, that he intended them to understand him as they did ; and if thej
misunderstood him, he did not undeceive them,—which certainly he ought to have
done, had he not been a divine Person. If any one seems to assume to himself

any branch of the glory of God which does not belong to him, though the ambi-
guity of words, provided they may be taken in two contrary senses, may, in some
measure, excuse him from having had such a design, yet if he apprehends that they
to whom he directs his (libcourse, are in the least inclined to misunderstand him,
he is obliged, from the regard which he has to the divine glory, and the duty which
ho owes to those with whom he converses, as well as in defence of his own character,

to undeceive them. If, therefore, our Saviour had not been equal with God, he would,
doubtless, upon the k'a.-^t suspicion which the Jews might entertain that he asserted

himself to be so, immediately have undeceived them, and would have told them
that they took his words in a wrong sense, that he was far from usurping that glory

which belonged to God, and that, had he intended to do so, they might justly have
called him a blasphemer. This he would, doubtless, have done, had he, by his

words, given them occasion to think him a divine Person if he were not so. When
the people at Lystra, upon the apostles Paul and Barnabas having wrought a mira-

cle, concluded that they were gods, with what zeal and earnestness did they unde-
ceive them ? It is said that when they perceived they were going to offer sacrifice

to them, ' they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, and
saying. Sirs, why do ye these things ? we also are men of like passions with you.'™
At another time, when Peter and John" had cured tlie lame man, and when
they perceived that the people, though they did not conclude them to be divine

persons, were amazed, they became jealous lest some thoughts might arise in their,

minds that they had a right to that gloi-y which belongs to God alone, or that the
miracle was to be ascribed to themselves ; and ' when Peter saw that they mar-
velled, and that the people ran together, he answered, Ye men of Israel, why marvel
ye at this ? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or
holiness we had made this man to walk?' and he accordingly took occasion to

show that the glory of the miracle was duo to none but God. But our Saviour
takes no such method to exculpate himself from this charge of blasphemy. We
must therefore suppose that the Jews did not mistake his words, and that he in-

tended that they should understand him to be a divine Person.

Yea, Christ is so far from undeceiving them, if they were deceived, that he
rather confirms than denies the sense which tliey put upon his words. This
appears from Matt. ix. 2—5. The people brought to him a man sick of the

m Acts xiv. 14, 15. n Acts iii. ll-~-]3.

I. 2 B
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palsy, to whom, when he healed him, he said, ' Son, be of good cheer, thy sins

be forgiven thee;' and he perceived that ' certain of the scribes said within them-
selves. This man blasphemeth,' supposing that 'none had power to forgive sins

but God.' The words, it is to be remarked, might have been understood as though

he had said, ' Thy sins are forgiven thee,' and as signifying, only in a declarative

way, that the man had obtained forgiveness fi'om God ; and they might not have
been viewed as insinuating that he had power, as a divine Person, to forgive sins.

But it is plain, from their charging him with blasphemy, that the Jews understood

his words in the latter sense. Yet, instead of rectifying the mistake, if it were
one, he asserts that, notwithstanding the meanness of his appearance while in his

humbled state on earth, he had power to forgive sins. He not only asserts, but
proves this, when he says, ' Whether is it easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee ?

or to say, Arise, and walk ?'° Many suppose that our Saviour intended in this in-

stance to establish his deity, by asserting his infinite power in working a miracle
;

and so the meaning of his words was. He that can produce any efl'ect which is above
the laws of nature, as miracles are, at least if he does it by his own power, must
be God. But this he had done ; and so had proved his deity by it, and conse-

quently his right to forgive sins.— It will be objected, however, that as creatures

have wrought miracles, which were as truly and properly so as this which Christ

wrought, the working of a miracle does not prove the divinity of the person that

wrought it, unless we could prove that he did it by his own power, and, in conse-

quence, take for granted that he wrought his miracles by his own power. Some
have attempted to prove that he wrought his miracles by his own power, from that

scripture in which he says, ' He cast out devils by the finger of God,'P supposing

that by this phrase is meant his own divine power. Others take notice of something

peculiar to himself, as they suppose, in the way of his working miracles,—that, in

his performing them, he spake and acted like a God. But since neither of these

arguments will be reckoned conclusive, I would take a method somewhat different

to account for this matter ; and tliat is, that our Saviour first tells the man that his

sins were forgiven him, knowing beforehand how his saying so would be resented by
the scribes, who would take occasion from it to charge him with blasphemy, and then,

to convince them that he was a divine Person, and had power to forgive sin, he wrought
a miracle, and so bade tlie man sick of the palsy ' arise and walk.' Now, though mira-

cles do not, from any visible circumstance contained in them, argue the divinity of the

person who works them, yet they eff"ectually prove it when it is the thing contested,

and an explicit appeal is made to the divine power to confirm it by miracle. In this

case, miracles are an undoubted proof of the deity of him who works them ; and they

prove it as truly as they prove anything relating to the Christian religion. In this

sense, I humbly conceive, Christ proved his deity by miracles. Accordingly, he is

elsewhere expressly said to have done this. Concerning his first miracle in Cana
of Galilee, it is said, that thereby 'he manifested forth his glory, and his disciples

believed on him.'i Hero, by ' his glory,' is doubtless meant his divine glory ; for

the faith of his disciples, which was consequent on beholding it, was a divine faith.

We never read of the glory of Christ, more especially in his humbled state, but it

must import the glory of his deity. This his disciples are said, in some measure,

to have beheld, when they believed in him. Now, Christ confirmed this by his

miracles, in the same way as by ineans of them he confirmed his mission. By his

miracle on the man sick of the palsy, then, he proved his deity, and consequently

his right to forgive sin ; and, tlicrefore, so far was lie from endeavouring to convince

the Jews, that they were mistaken in thinking liim a divine Person, that he farther

inculcated and proved that he was so.

Another conference which our Saviour held with the Jews, is mentioned John
v. There we read, tliat when he had healed a lame man on the sabbath-day, and
when 'the Jews sought to slay him,'"' as a sabbath-breaker, he said, ' My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work.'^ On hearing this, they were more enraged, and
'sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but
said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.'' It is plain

o Verse 5. p Luke xi. 20. q John ii. 11.

r Verse 16. s Verse 17. t Verse 18.
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that they understood his words, as importing that he was equal with God. Indeed

they could not do otherwise ; ibr he compares his works with God's, and .'^peaks oj.'

himself as working co-ordinately with him. Certainly our works ought not to bo

mentioned at the same time with God's ; and they therefore suppose that he asserted

himself to be a divine Person. They supposed also that he repeated his assertion

or persisted in it, by calling God his Father,—language which, as they understood

it, denoted an equality with him. They hence charged him with blasphemy, and

went about to kill him. Now it is certain, that, if he had not been equal with God,

he ought to have undeceived them. This he might easily have done, by telling

them, ' Though I call God my Father, I intend nothing hereby but that I

worship, reverence, and yield obedience to him ;
' or ' I am his Son, by a special

instance of favour, in such a sense as a creature may be ; but far be it from me to

give you the least occasion to think that I am equal with God, for that would bo

to rob him of his glory.' Our Saviour, however, is far from denying his equality with

the Father, but rather establishes and proves it in the following verses. In some

parts of the context, it is true, he ascribes to himself the weakness of a man ; and

when he does so, he refers to his human nature, which, as well as his divine, is in-

cluded in his being the Messiah and Mediator. Thus he says, 'The Son,' that is,

as man, 'can do nothing of himself; '" and, ' The Father showeth him all things.'*

But, in other passages, he proves that he had a divine nature, and farther con-

firms what he had before asserted, namely, that he was equal with God. ' For as

the Father,' says he. ' raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them, even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will.'y Observe, he speaks of himself, as having not only

divine power, but divine sovereignty ; the former, in that he quickeneth ; the lat-

ter, in that he does it according to his own will or pleasure. Again, he signifies

his expectation that ' all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the

Father.'^ Further, while he thus lays claim to divine glory, he ascribes to himself

the prerogative of raising the whole world, at the general resurrection, and of de-

termining their state, as to either happiness or misery. ' Marvel not at this ; for

the hour is coming, in which all that are in tlie graves shall hear his voice, and

shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and
they that have done evil, to the resurrection of damnation.''' AYe may conclude,

therefore, that our Saviour, so far from disclaiming the charge of being equal with

God, which they called blasphemy, proves it by additional and more convincing

arguments.

Another conference, which he held with the Jews about this matter, we read of

in John viii. Taking occasion to speak concerning Abraham, who rejoiced to see

his day, he tells them plainly, ' Before Abraham was, I am.'*' By this ho did not

intend, as the Arians suppose, that he was the first creature, but tliat he M-as equal

with God. Indeed, there seems to be something in his mode of speaking whicli

argues liis asserting his eternal and unchangeable deity. The phrase used is the

same, with a little variation, as that which is elsewhere used to set forth the eter-

nity and immutability of God, ' Before the day was, I am he.'*^ If the prophet is

to be understood, as asserting tliat God the Father existed before time, ' before the

day was,' or the course of nature began, why may we not suppose our Saviour to

mean the sam.e thing regarding liimself, when he says, ' before Abraham was, I

am ?' As it will be objected, however, that this is, at best, but a probable argu-

ment, though it is such as many of the Fathers have made use of in defending his

deity, we will not lay the whole stress of our cause upon it; but may observe, that

whatever critical remark others may make on the sense of the words, it is certain

the Jews understood them no otherwise than as implying that he thought himself

equal with God. Accordingly, it is said, that 'they took up stones to cast at liim.'d

This was a punishment inflicted, under the law, on blasphemers ; and ought he

not, had they misunderstood Ids words, to have cleared liimself from the imputa-

tion, if he had not been equal with God ? But he is far from doing this ; for it is

u John V. 19. X Verse 20. y Verse 21. z Verse 23.

a Verses 28 29 \i Verse 58. c Isa. xliii. 13. d Verse 59.
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said, in the following words, that ' lie hid himself, and went out of the temple, go-

in f' through the midst of them, and so passed by.'

There is still another conference, which he held with the Jews, in which he

speaks like a divine Person. This is recorded in the tenth chapter of John. In tlie

fourteenth verse, he says, ' I am the good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am
known of mine.' Here he claims to himself the same character which the psalmist

ascribes to God, ' The Lord is my Shepherd ;'" and he also lays claim to his church,

whom he calls his sheep, his own sheep. In the eighteenth verse, he speaks of

himself as having power over his own life, ' I have power to lay it down, and I have

power to take it again.' This is a greater instance of dominion than belongs to a

creature, who has not a ])Ower to dispose of his own life at pleasure. In the twenty-

eighth verse, he ascends yet higher in his expression, and speaks of himself as hav-

ing power ' to give eternal life ' to his people. This certainly is the gift of none

but God. And while, in the twenty-ninth verse, he owns himself, as man, to be

inferior to his Father, he, notwithstanding, plainly asserts his deity in the verse

following, and says, ' I and my Father are one.'—The Anti-trinitarians object,

that Christ did not .speak of himself as one with the Father, any otherwise than in

consent, or, at least, as having power and authority derived from him. But to say

that these words, ' I and my Father are one,' imply nothing more than that they

are one in consent, does not well agree with the sense of the foregoing words, in

which he speaks of the greatness and the power of his Father, and of his being

one with him in these. Besides, as to his being one with him only in consent, as

implying the subjection of all the powers and faculties of his soul to him, every

good man may be said to be one with God. Had he meant that he was one with him
only in this sense, the Jews would not have charged him with blasphemy. But it

is plain that they did charge him with it, and took up stones to stone him for it.

His own words, therefore, must have given them ground to conclude that he

claimed to be one in nature with God.—But it is farther objected, that though the

Jews misunderstood him, nothing can be inferred irom their stupidity, to prove his

deity. It is alleged also, that, in the following verses, he did more to undeceive

them than he had done in some other instances ; for he tells them plainly the rea-

son why he spake of himself as a God, namely, that he was a prophet, and he asks

them. If ' those were called gods to whom the word of God came,' had not he a right

to be so called, from his being '.sanctified, and sent into the world?' We reply, that,

by these expressions, he does not intend to set himself upon a level with the pro-

phets of old ; but they contain an argument from the less to the greater. The
meaning of them is as if he had said, ' If some persons, who made a considerable

figure in the church of old, and were sent about important services, are called gods,

I have much more reason to claim that character, as having been sanctified, and
sent into the world about the great work of redemption,—consecrated, or set apart,

to gloril'y by it the divine perfections.' This work, as will be observed under a

following head, proves his deity ; and we are therefore not to suppose that he dis-

claims deity when lie speaks of himself, as engaged in it. Besides, he proceeds to

assert again his deity, when he speaks of his ' being in the Father, and the Father

in him.' These words, it is certain, the Jews understood in a very difi'erent sense

from that in which they are applied to creatures. They concluded, that he spake

of himself as a divine Person ; for it ibllows, that ' they sought again to take him,

but he escaped out of their hand.'^ He still, therefore, gave them occasion to con

elude, that he was God equal with the Father.

Thus he asserted his deity in all these conferr nces with the Jews. And had he

not been what they apprehended him to insinuate that he was, many charges must
have been brought against him. Not only Avould he liave been viewed as violating

common prudence, by incensing the people by an.biguous expressions, and thereby

hazarding his own life ; but his holiness would have been called in question, had
he given occasion to them to think that he assumed to himself divine glory, had
he not had a right to it.

This leads us to consider that last public testimony which he gave to his deity,

e Psal. xxiii. 1. f John x. 39.
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in the presence of the Sanhedrim, which, in some respects, may he said to have

cost him his life, when he stood before Pontius Pilate. On this occasion, the

apostle says, that ' he witnessed a good confession. 'e This we have recorded in

Matt. xxvi. 61. When false witnesses were suborned to testify against him, who

contradicted one another in their evidence, and when the high priest desired that

he would make a reply to what they said, in his own defence, he did not think their

statements worthy of an answer, and held his peace. But when he was asked, in the

most solemn manner, and adjured, by the living God, to tell them, ' whether he

were the Christ, the Son of God?' that is, the Messiah, whom the Jews expected,

who governed his church of old, and whom they acknowledged to be a divine Per-

son, or the Son of God,—the whole matter was left to his own determination. Had

he denied this, he would have saved his life ; and, if he confessed it, he was likely

to die for it. On this occasion, he does not hold his peace, or refuse to answer ;

but replies, • Thou hast said.'*» This is as if he had said, ' It is as thou hast

said ; I am the Christ, the Son of God.' Then he adds, ' Nevertheless, I say

unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power,

and coming in the clouds of heaven.' The high priest now rent his clothes, and

appealed to the people, that they had heard his blasphemy ; and accordingly they

judged him worthy of death. Here we observe, that he not only asserts himself to

be the Son of God, and to have a right to the glory of a divine Person, but, as a

farther confirmation, applies to himself a text which the Jews supposed to belong

to the Messiah, ' I saw in the night-visions, and behold, one, like the son of man,

came with the clouds of heaven,'' &c. From all this, it follows, that if Christ,

when he conversed occasionally with the Jews, or when he was called before the

Sanhedrim, asserted himself to be the Son of God, which includes in it his

deitv, and so does not shun to speak of himself as equal with God, we have the doc-

trine which we are defending maintained by himself. We must conclude, there-

fore, that he really is what he declared himself to be, namely, God equal with the

Father.

Proofs of Christ's Deity from his Perfections.

We proceed now to consider how our Saviour's deity appears, from those attri-

butes ascribed to him, which are proper to God only, and from his high and glorious

titles. The attributes of God, as was formerly observed,^ are all essential to him,

and therefore cannot, in a proper sense, be ascribed to a creature, as they are to

Christ. This will be particularly considered in some following sections.

1 . One divine attribute ascribed to him is eternity. He is said to be, not only without

end, as the angels and saints in heaven shall be, but from everlasting. This appears

from Micah v. 2, ' Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.'

If his goings forth have been from everlasting, then he existed from everlasting ;
tor

action supposes existence. Nothing more than this can be said to prove that the

Father was from everlasting. Tliat this is spoken of our Saviour, is very plain

from the reference to this text in Matt. ii. 6. There the former part of the verse is

quoted, and explained as signifying our Saviour's being born in Bethlehem. Hence

the latter part of it, 'whose goings forth,' &c. must relate to him. Again, he is

said to have been ' in the beginning.' ^ Observe, it is not said he was from, but

in, the beginning. It is plain, therefore, that he existed when all things began to

be, and consequently was from eternity.

AVhen we consider this divine perfection as belonging to our Saviour, we oppose

both tlie Socinians and Arians. As to the former, they deny that he had any ex-

istence, properly speaking, before his conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary,

and interpret all those scriptures which speak of his pre-existence, such as, Be-

fore Abraham was, I am,' ™ and ' The Word was in the beginning,' as importing,

either that he was from eternity, in the decree or purpose of God relating to his

incarnation,—a sense in which every thing that conies to pass, as fore-ordained by

God, was eternal, and which is a very absurd exposition of such texts ;
or that he

K 1 Tim. vi. 13. h Matt. xxvi. 64. i t)*"- vii. 13.

k See Quest, vii. 1 John i. 1. m John viii 58.
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was from eternity as being the Founder of the gospel-state. This, however, can-

not be the sense of the evangelist's words ; for Christ is said to be 'with God,*

and it is added, ' and all things were made by him,'—words which every unpreju-

diced reader would suppose to describe the creation of the world, and not the erect-

ing of the gospel-dispensation. The Socinian interpretation evidently appears,

therefore, to be a perversion of the sense of the text. As to the Arians, they dis-

tinguish between Christ's being in the beginning of time, and his being from eter-

nity ; and they suppose the meaning of the text, ' The Word was from the begin-

ning,' to be. He was from the beginning of time. Whatever disguise they seem to

put upon their mode of speaking, when they say there was not a point of time in

which Christ was not, or that he was before the world, they are far from asserting

that he was without beginning, or properly from eternity. Now, let it be considered,

that wc cannot conceive of any medium between time and eternity. Whatever
was before time, must be from eternity, in the same sense in which God is eternal.

Time is the measure of finite beings. It is hence very absurd, and little less than

a contradiction, to say that there was any finite being produced before time. This

is, in effect, to assert that a limited duration is antecedent to that measure whereby

it is determined or limited. If we suppose some things to have been created be-

fore God began to create the heavens and the earth, though these things might be

said to have had a being longer than time has had, yet they could not have existed

before time, for time would have began with them. Had Christ been created a

thousand millions of ages before the world, it could not be said that he existed be-

fore time ; but it would be inferred that time, which would have taken its beginning

from his existence, had conthiued so many ages. That which existed before time,

therefore, must have existed before all finite beings, and consequently was not

produced out of nothing, or did not begin to be, and is properly from eternity. I

cannot but think that the Arian objection is evasive, or a fruitless attempt to take

off the force of this argument for our Saviour's deity ; for the expressions of scrip-

ture by which his eternity is set forth, are as strong and emphatic as those where-

by the Father's is expressed, and consequently his deity is equally evident.

2. Again, our Saviour is said to be unchangeable. This perfection not only belongs

to God, but is that whereby he is considered as opposed to all created beings,

—

which are dependent upon him, and therefore changed by him, at his pleasure.

Now that Christ is immutable, is evident from the words of the psalmist :
' Of old

hast thou laid the foundation of the earth ; and the heavens are the work of thy

hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them shall wax old

like a garment ; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed ;

but thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end.'° These words are quoted

by the apostle Paul, ° and applied by him to Christ. It will hence be a very hard

matter for any to evade the force of this argument. I am persuaded, that if the

apostle had not applied these words to Christ, the Anti-ti'initarians would have al-

lowed that the psalmist gives as plain an account of the immutability of God, as can

be found in scripture, or, indeed, as words can express. Some of their writers have

passed over this scripture, thinking, I suppose, that it is better not to attempt to

account for it consistently with their scheme, than to do it in such a way as will

not in the least support it. Others are not willing to acknowledge that the words

are applied to Christ ; alleging that such an application of them would break the

chain of the apostle's reasoning, and fasten an absurdity upon it. But by attend-

ing to the connection between this and the foregoing verses, it will evidently ap-

pear that our Saviour is the person here described as unchangeable. The design

of the chapter is to set forth the mediatorial glory of Christ,—to establish his su-

periority to angels ; and, after the apostle had referred to that scripture which

speaks of tlie eternity of his kingdom, i" he speaks of him as unchangeable, and so

applies to liim the words of thepsalniist.''—We may observe also, that he is said to

be unchangeable, not only as to his existence, but as to his duration. This farther

confirms what was observed under the last head,—that he is eternal as God is,

or is without succession, as well as from everlasting. This seems to be asserted

n Psal. cii. 25—27. o Heb. ii. 10. p Verse 6. q Psal. xlv.
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in that expression, ' Thou art the sanae, thy years shall not fail,' that is, Thy du-
ration does not slide, or pass away by successive moments, as the duration of time
and created beings does.

We might quote, as another proof of his unchangeableness, the words of the

apostle, that ' he is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.'"" These words mean
that, throughout all the changes of time, ho remains unchangeably the same in

his being, and in all the perfections of his divine nature. A late writer* supposes
the meaning to be nothing but this, that the doctrine of Christ, once taught by
the apostles, ought to be preserved unchanged. He says elsewhere,' indeed, that
it is certainly true that the Person of Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever. Whether, by 'yesterday,' he means any thing more than a limited dura-
tion of time past, which he must do, or else give up the doctrine that he every-
where contends for, I cannot tell. He thinks, however, that this text respects not
the Person of Christ, but his doctrine. The principal argument by which he sup-

ports his view, is the supposed connection of the text with the toregoing verse
;

and he would paraphrase the passage thus :
' Have regard to what has been deliv-

ered to you by those who have preached the word of God ; for tliough they are no
more among you, yet the doctrine they have delivered is the same yesterday, to-

day, and for ever.' It seems, however, to be too great a strain on the sense of

words, to suppose ' Christ' to import the same with his doctrine ; and, with sub-

mission, I cannot think that this is to be inferred from what goes before, or what
follows. The sense seems to be as if the apostle had said, ' Adhere to the doctrines

you have formerly received from those who have preached the word of God to you,
and be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines, so as to change your
sentiments with your teachers ; for that would not be to act in conformity to Jesus
Christ, who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' He designs to establish

their faith from the consideration of Christ's immutability, whatever changes they
are liable to from the death of their teachers, or the innovations of those who suc-

ceed them, and endeavour to carry them away by divers and strange doctrines.

Hence, the text seems to be as plain a proof of our Saviour's immutability, as that

scripture is of the immutability of God, in which it is said, ' He is, and was, and is to

come.'" If, by his being ' yestei'day,' we are to understand, as some do, his man-
aging the affairs of his church under the legal dispensation; and 'to-daj',' his

governing them under this present dispensation ; and 'for ever,' the eternity of
his kingdom, the passage plainly proves, that whatever changes he has made in

the affairs of the government of tlie church and of the world, he is himself the
same, and consequently a divine person.

3. Another divine attribute ascribed to our Saviour, is omnipresence. In Matth.
xviii. 20, he says, ' Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.' This expression imports the same thing as that by
which, as is allowed by all, the divine omnipresence is set forth, ' In all places
where I record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.''^ That
Christ's presence in the midst of his people, in all places, argues his omnipresence,
is very evident. He designs, by this promise, to entourage them in all places, and
at all times, to perform religious duties, with an eye to the privilege of enjoying
his presence. Hence, wherever there is a worshipping assembly, they have ground
to expect that he will be present with them. Now it is certain, that no creature

can be in two places at the same time, much less in all places. This is the same
as ' to fill heaven and earth,' and is ascribable to God only.J' Moreover, when
Christ says, that he will be with his people in all places, it nmst be meant that he
will be with them at the same time, and not successively, otherwise he could not

be wherever two or three are met in his name. This passage, therefore, is a plain

proof of his omnipresence, which is an incommunicable perfection of the divine

nature, and consequently argues him to be true and proper God.
In order to weaken the force of the argument taken Irom this scripture, it is ob-

jected to the view wc have given of it, that our Saviour is here said to be present,

r Heb. xiii. 8. s See Dr. ClmkV Sdipfuie-dortiiii*', psige 127. t Reply to Nelson,
page 169. u Rev. i. 4. x Exod. xx. 'J-I. y Jer, xxiii. 24.
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only by his authority, and tliat, accordingly, his words are to be understood in ameta-
p!iorical sense, as when a king is said to be present in all parts of his dominions,

where persons, who are deputed to represent him, act by his authority. Now, though
we allow that whatever is done in Christ's name, must be said to be done by his au-

thority, yet we cannot allow that his being in the midst of them is to be understood

only of his being so by his authority. We must not suppose that our Saviour, in

these words, makes use of a tautology. Indeed, it would be a very jejune and
empty way of speaking to say, ' Where two or three are met together in my name,
that is, by my authority, there am I in the midst of them, by my authority.' Cer-

tainly, Christ's being in the midst of them, must be taken in the same sense as the

parallel scripture before referred to,^ where God's ' coming to his people ' in those

places where he records his name, is explained as having a very great privilege

attending it, namely, his 'blessing them,'—which he is said to do, when he confers

blessedness upon them, and gives them a full and rich supply of all their wants.

This must be the sense of our Saviour's being in the midst of his people. More-
over, as God is said to be present where he acts, so Christ's powerful influence,

granted to his people in all places, which supposes his omnipresence, implies a great

deal more than his being present by his authority. If that were the only sense in

which this scripture is to be understood, it might as well be alleged, that all the

scriptures which speak of the divine omnipresence, might be taken in that sense ;

and this would be to set aside all the proofs we have of this perfection of the divine

nature. This objection, therefore, seems to be rather an evasion than an argu-

ment.

Others suppose that Christ, being in the midst of his people, when met together

in his name, implies nothing more than his knowing what they do when engaged
in acts of religious worship. Yet they who make use of this objection in order to

impugn the argument which is brought to prove his deity from his omnipresence,

will, for argument's sake, allow him to be omniscient, not considering, that, as will

be shown in our next particular, that equally proves him to be a divine Person.

To prove that Christ's being present with his people, is to be understood of his

knowing what they do, they refer to the texf in which Elisha says to Gehazi, as

knowing what he had done, when he followed Naaman, the Syrian, Jor a reward,
' Went not mine heart with thee, when tlie man turned again from his chariot to

meet thee ?' But as this scripture signifies nothing else but that this secret was
revealed to him, which is, in a figurative way of speaking, as though he had been
present with Gehazi, it will not follow that the prophet pretended to know what-
ever was done in all places, and at all times. Such knowledge as this, as will be
farther observed in our next particular, is more than what seems communicable to

any creature. But this is intended by Christ's knowing all things ; and more than
this, dovibtless, is meant by his being in the midst of his people. When he speaks of
the latter, he encourages them to expect from him those blessings which they stand
in need of ; and he, consequently, promises to be with them in a way of grace.

And certainly he that is so present with his people, must be concluded to be, in

the most proper sense, a divine Person.

There is another scripture which is generally brought to prove Christ's omni-
presence, and consequently his proper deity, namely, John iii. 13 :

' And no man
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from lieaven, even the Son of

man, which is in heaven.' To understand these words, we must consider their

connection with what goes immediately before. Thus, by ' No man hath ascended
up into heaven, but he that came down from heaven,' it is plain our Saviour means,
that no man, but he that came down from heaven, has a full and comprehensive
knowledge of heavenly things. Of this he had been speaking in the foregoing

verso. There he asserts his divine omniscience,^ as the Person, according to a
description elsewhere given of him, ' in whom are hid all treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.' He says that none knows the mysteries whi(;h are hid in God, but he
who is in the bosom of the Father, and who came down from heaven,—or, as the
apostle expresses it, who is ' the Lord from heaven.'" Then, as a fartlier proof of

z Exod. XX. 24. a 2 Kings v. 26. b See a parallel scripture, Prov. xxx. 2, 3. c 1 Cor. xv. 47.



THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 201

his deity, he adds, that ' he is in heaven ;' that is, while he was on earth, in one

nature, as being omnipresent, he was in heaven in the other nature. Agreeably

to this sense of the passage, he is said to ' come down from heaven ;' because his

divine nature manifested its glory here on earth, when the human nature was

united to it. This is the only sense in which God is said to come down into this

lower world. We have the same mode of speaking in Gen. xi. 7, Exod. iii, 8, and
other places. If, then, Christ is thus omnipresent, we must conclude that he is a

divine Person.

The Arians give a very different sense of this text, especially those words, * The
Son of man, who is in heaven.' They suppose that the words ought to be rendered,

'was in heaven;' and that the passage does not argue his omnipresence, but asserts

that that nature which they call divine first resided in heaven from the beginning,

when it was produced by the Father, and aitcrwards was said to come down from

thence in his incarnation. But, before we allow of this sense of the text, they

must prove that Christ was the first creature ; that, in a finite nature, he resided in

heaven till his incarnation ; and that he afterwards, by a change of place, descended

into this lower world. Even if they could make this appear, there is still, as they

understand the words, a difficulty in the passage. It is not usual to say, ' I came
from a place, and was in that place before I came from it.' "Whether their expo-

sition of the words, or ours, be most proper, I leave any one to judge. As for the

Socinians who deny that Christ had any existence before his incarnation, they are

very much at a loss to account for the sense of this scripture. Socinus himself, and
many of his followers, have concluded from it, that Christ was taken up into heaven

some time after his incarnation ; and they suppose this to have happened during

some part of the forty days in which the scripture says he was in the wilderness

tempted of the devil. But how he could ascend into heaven, and yet be in the

wilderness, where one of the evangelists says he was all the forty days,** cannot be

easily understood or accounted for. Indeed, the scripture is altogether silent as to

such a matter ; and it is very strange, if it had occurred, that when we have an
account of other circumstances in his life which are of less importance, no mention

should be made of this, which, had it been related, would have been a great induce-

ment to his followers to have paid the highest regard to his doctrine,—especially as

the Socinians suppose he was taken up into heaven, that he might be instructed in

those things which he was to impart to the world, Instead of ottering proof, they

only say that it is a parallel instance to that of Moses, who was called up to the

top of Mount Sinai, which was then the immediate seat of the divine presence,

and who there received the law which he was to impart to Israel. They suppose

that it was, in like manner, necessary that our Saviour should ascend into heaven,

that lie might there be instructed in that doctrine which he was to communicate to

his church. We cannot, however, but conclude that, being omniscient, as will be

proved in our next particular, and having, in his human nature, had an unction

from the Holy Ghost, inasmuch as ' God gave not the Spirit by measure unto

him,'" he had no need to receive instructions, or to ascend into heaven to receive

the doctrines which he was to deliver. Moreover, according to the Socinian con-

jecture, his coming from heaven, in the end of time, to judge the world, should

have been called his third coming. His first coming from heaven was in his incar-

nation ; and, according to this conjecture, his second coming was his return to tlie

world after he ascended into heaven during the period of his temptation. But,

according to .scripture, his coming at the end of the world is called, ' his coming

the second time, without sin, unto salvation. '^ Indeed, the supposition in question

is so ungrounded, that some of the Socinians themselves reckon it, at most, but a
probable conjecture, and do not pretend to say that it is sufficiently founded in

scripture. We cannot think, therefore, that it will have any tendency to enervate

the force of our argument for Christ's deity, founded on the above-mentioned sense

of the text :
' The Son of man, which is in heaven.'

4. Our Saviour's deity may farther be proved, from his being omniscient. The
apostle Peter says, ' Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee.'s

d Mark i. 13. e John iii. 34. f Heb. ix. 28. g John xxi, 17.

I. 2 .»
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This is too great a glory to be ascribed to auj creature. Had it been spoken of

the Father, the Anti-triuitariaus themselves would have acknowledged, that it is

as great a proof of his deity as any contained iii scripture. It imports the same
thing as what the psalmist says, ' llis understanding is infinite.'^—There is, how-
ever, another expression which abundantly asserts the divine omniscience ; it is

that in which he is denominated the searcher of hearts. This is a glory which
God appropriates to himself, ' I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins,

even to give every man according to his ways.'' ' The Lord searcheth all hearts,

and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts.''^ All creatures are ex-

cluded from having any branch of this glory, when it is said, ' Thou only knowest
the hearts of all the children of men.'^ Now such a knowledge as this is ascribed to

Christ. Sometimes he is said to know the inward thoughts and secret reasonings

of men within themselves.'" If it be said, that this is only a particular instance of

knowledge, such as he might have had by an immediate divine inspiration, and
therefore does not prove his Godhead, there is a scripture which speaks of his know-
ledge as more extensive, asserting, that he knows the thoughts of all men, ' He
needed not that any should testify of man, for he knew what was in man.'°

Another scripture asserts that his knowledge respects not only men's present, but
their future thoughts, which are not known to themselves, ' He knew from the be-

ginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray him.'° But if

all this be not reckoned sutiicient to prove him to be the heart-searching God, no-

thing can express it in plainer terms than the following text, ' All the churches

shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts ; and I will give

unto every one of you according to your works.'?

It is objected to the argument for Christ's omniscience, taken from Peter's con-

fession, ' Lord, thou knowest all things,' &c. that nothing more is intended by the

words, than that he had a very great degree of knowledge,—not that he was
strictly and properly omniscient. The words are thus supposed to be an hyper-

bolical expression, not altogetlier unlike that of the woman of Tekoa to David,
' My Lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things

that are in the earth. 'i This expression of the woman, it is true, is either an un-

warrantable strain of compliment or flattery, occasioned by David's suspecting that

Joab had employed her to plead the cause of Absalom ; or it is a sincere acknow-
ledgment of his great wisdom, without supposing him to be absolutely omniscient,

—as if she had said, ' Thou knowest all things that are done in the land ; there is

no plot or contrivance, how secretly soever it may be managed, but thou wilt,

some way or other, find it out, as thou hast done this that I am sent about.' But
what reference has this to Peter's confession ? Does it follow, that because there

are hyperbolical expressions in scripture, as well as in other writings, this

must be one ? or because a wise governor may have a conjectural knowledge of

what is done by his subjects, wlien considering the various circumstances which
attend their actions, that the apostle intends nothing more than such a conjectural

knowledge ? It is plain he appeals to Christ as the heart-searching God, concern-

ing the inward sincerity of his love to him, as well as of his repentance, after a
public and shameful denial of liim, which might have given just occasion for his

love being called in question ; and his confession is as evident a proof of Christ's

omniscience, as that text is of the Father's, ' Search me, O God, and know my
heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, and see if tliere be any wicked way in me,'''&c.

Others, especially some of the Arians, do not so much deny Christ's omniscience,

as the consequence deduced from it, namely, his proper deity. They make use of

an abstruse and metaphysical way of reasoning. They suppose that a creature

may know all things, that is, all finite objects, and consequently aU things that are

done in the world, namely, all (.-reatures, and all their actions ; since the object of

this knowledge is, at most, but finite. They suppose, also, that it is possible ibr a
finite mind to be so enlarged as to take in all finite! things, or to have the knowledge
of all things communicated to it ; since the object and the recipient are commen-

h Psal. rxlvii. 5. i Jcr. xvii. 10. k 1 Clirdti. xxviii. 9. 1 1 Kitips viii. 39. m Mark ii. 8.
II John li. 25. o Jolin vi. 64. p Rev. i . 2^. q 2 Sam. xiv. 2U. r Psal. cxxxix. 23, 24
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surate with each otlicr. They, hence, a(hnit that our Saviour may know all tilings,

and yet deny tliat his understanding is infinite, or that his knowledge is so properly

divine as the Father's is ; and they, therefore, regard his knowing all things as not

a sufficient argument to prove his deity, in the sense in which we understand it.

Now this method of reasoning might as well be used to evade the force of every

argument, brought from scripture, to prove the Father's omniscience, or, indeed,

to prove his infinite power. All effects produced, which are the objects of power,

are but finite ; and it might, lience, according to this way of reasoning, be inferred,

that the producing of all things does not require infinite power, or prove God's
eternal power and Godhead. Moreover, as this would tend to destroy the infinite

disproportion between God and the creature in acting; so it supposes that God can
communicate a branch of his own glory to a creature, by enlarging it to such a de-

gree, as to take in all finite objects. There are some things not so properly too

great for God to do, as for a creature to be the subject of. We do not pretend to

set limits to the divine power ; yet we may infer, from the nature of things, and
the powers of finite beings, that it is impossible for any one, below God, to know
all things past, present, and to come, at one view. Yet this, our Saviour must be

supposed to do ; else the attribute of omniscience is not justly applied to him, nor,

as will be observed in a following particular, would he be fit to govern the world.

We must conclude, therefore, that he is truly and properly a divine Person.

To what has been said concerning Christ's omniscience, we may subjoin those scrip-

tures which speak of him as ' the wisdom of God,' the fountain of all communicat-
ed wisdom, ' the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. '^

It is supposed by many, that ' Wisdom,' spoken of in Prov. viii. is to be understood

of our Saviour, as the personal wisdom of God; inasmuch as there are several per-

sonal characters ascribed to him. Thus it is said, ' I was set up from everlasting,''

&c., and, ' Then,' that is, before the creation of all things, ' I was by him, as one

brought up with him ; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him,

rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights were with the sons of

men.'" This cannot, properly speaking, be applied to God's essential wisdom ; and
must therefore be a description of an eternal divine Person, distinct from the

Father. Many suppose, indeed, that whatever is spoken of Wi'^dom, in this and
some other chapters of this book, is only metaphorical, or a beautiiul description of

divine wisdom, as the instructor of mankind. But we cannut sec how this, if nothing

else be intended by it, can agree with some of the personal characters before-men-

tioned, which seem applicable to our Saviour. We find al.'^o that he is elsewhere

called 'the Wisdom God,' in a sense which can by no means be supposed to be
figurative. Thus, the words, 'Therefore also said the Wisdom of God, I will send
them prophets and apostles,''' &c. are certainly understood of our Saviour. If it be
objected, that, by ' the Wisdom of God,' is meant tliere the wise God, namely, the

Father, we answer, tliat another evangelist, referring to the very same thing, ex-

plains what is meant by 'the Wisdom of God,' and represents our Saviour as

speaking in his own Person, ' Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise

men, and scribes, '^ &c.

5. The next divine perfection which we notice as ascribed to Christ, is almighty

power. This attribute is appropriated, by the Arians, to the Father.^ They accord-

ingly suppose that it implies his supremacy not only over all creatures, but over the

Son and Holy Ghost. They hence peremptorily conclude tliat it is never applied

to them, and consequently that the deity of our Saviour cannot be proved by it.

That they may turn our own weapons upon us, or improve some unwary conces-

sions made by some very considerable writers who have, in other respects, very

well defended the doctrine of the Trinity, they seem to insinuate, that their view

of the subject is a matter to be, as it were, taken for granted. Yet it might easilv

be made appear, that they strain, beyond what was ever intended, the sense of

those expressions whence they conclude the cause to have been given up to them
;

and, besides, there are many Trinitarian writers who are far from making such
concessions as those on which they rely.

e Joliii i. 9. t Prov. viii. 23. u V. r. oO, 31. x Luke xi. 49. y Matt, xxiii. 34.

2 Sue Dr. Clark's Scniitiiredoclrine, p. G3.
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As for the word irayrax^aTa^, ' Almighty,' there is nothing in the derivation of it,

whence it may justly be inferred, that the perfection denoted by it contains a

greater display of the divine glory, than the other perfections which are attributed

to all the Persons in the Godhead. It contains, indeed, an idea of the universal

extent of divine power, with respect to its objects ; and this is not to be separated

from the sense of it, when power is ascribed to God in those scriptures in which he

is called ' the Almighty.' If, therefore, we can prove that Christ has ascribed to

him power which is properly divine, this wiU evince his deity, as much as though

we could produce several scriptures in which he is indisputably called ' the

Almighty.' This we shall first endeavour to do, and then we shall inquire whether

we have not as much or more reason to conclude that he is called Almighty, than

the Anti-trinitarians have to deny it.

That power, such as is properly divine, is attributed to Christ, may be proved

from the scripture formerly mentioned, which is evidently applied to him, and in

which he is called, ' the mighty God.''' This point may be proved also from Psal.

xlv. 3, which, as has been before observed, is spoken concerning him, and in which

he is called ' most mighty.' It may further be proved from Phil. iii. 21, where we
read of his ' changing our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious

body.' This is such an effect of power as plainly argues it divine, as much as the

production of all things out of nothing could do. Accordingly, it is said to be done,
' according to the working, whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto him-
self.' We might observe many other things which he has done, and will do, which
require infinite power ; but these we shall have occasion to consider, when, under a
following head, we prove his deity from his works.

All this, however, is to no purpose with those who deny his proper deity, un-

less we can prove that he is called ' Almighty.' They lay the whole stress of the

argument upon this, for no other reason, as I presume, but because they think it

impossible for us to prove it. I shall attempt it ; and I hope to make it appear

that we have greater probability, on our side, that he is so called, than they have
ground to deny it. Here I shall take notice of this perfection of the divine nature,

as we find it mentioned in the book of Revelation, in which this attribute is men-
tioned nine times, and, in some places, seems to be applied to the Father, but
in others to the Son.

The first we shall mention is in chap. i. 8, 'I am Alpha and Omega, the begin-

ning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to

come, the Almighty.' This seems to be spoken of our Saviour ; because he is de-

scribed at large in the three foregoing verses. There is nothing which gives the

least ground to question its application to him, unless that cliaracter's being given

to the Person here spoken of, which is given to the Father, namely, ' Which is,

and which was, and which is to come.'^ But we find, in other scriptures, the same
divine glories ascribed to the Son that had before been ascribed to the Father. In
John V. 21, it is said, ' As the Father raiseth the dead, and quickeneth them, even
so the Son quickeneth whom he will ;' and in Tit. iii. 4, the Father is called 'God
our Saviour,' as appears by comparing it with the fifth and sixth verses, while

Christ is so called in the same epistle. •= Why, then, may not the Father and the

Son be each described by this character, ' whicli was, is, and is to come,'—espe-

cially if we consider that the ascribing of this to Christ is, in eficct, the same as

what is said of him elsewhere, ' He is the same yesterday, to-day, and for cver?'^

—That tiie text in question in wliich the person spoken of is called 'Almighty,' is

applied to Christ, appears lartlier from the fa(;t that the character, ' Alpha and

Omega,' seems to be applied to none but him. In the otlicr jtlace where it is used

in this chapter, namely, in the eleventh verse, it is indisj)utab]y applied to him ; as

will appear by comparing it with the following verses. Incliap. xxi. C. he is again

called ' Alpha and Omega ;
' and that the name is applied to him tliere, appears from

the context. It is he who 'makes all things new,' or puts a new face upon the

affairs of his church ; and it is he who commands John to write what he saw and
heard : ' lie said unto me. Write, for these words are true and faithful. '*= We may

8 Isa. ix. 6. b Rev. i. 4. c Tit. ii. 10, 13. d Heb. xiii. 8. e Rev. xxi. 5.
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observe, that wherever John i.s commandcMl, in this l)0()k, to write, it is Christ that

gives the command. Thus he said to him before, ' Write the things which thou hast

seen, and the things which are, and the things which sball be hereafter.' ^ Again,

John is commanded by him who is called the Son of man, to write, ' Blessed are the

dead which die in the Lord, 's Further, in chap. xxii. 13. he is called 'Alpha and Ome-
ga, ' who is described in the foregoing verse, as ' coming quickly, whose reward is with

him.' This is undoubtedly meant of our Saviour; for it is said concerning hira,

' Surely I come quickly. Amen ; even so come. Lord Jesus.'** Now that which I infer

is, that if Christ be styled * Alpha and Omega,' in all other places in this book, it is

more than probable that he is so in tlie eighth verse of the first chapter, in which he is

said to be ' the Almighty.' And as he is called the ' Alpha and Omega,' so the ex-

planation of the title, wherever we meet with it in this book without the words

themselves, is applied to Christ. Thus he is called, ' The first and the last ;'' and,
' The beginning of the creation of God.''' From these facts, I humbly conceive we
have more ground to conclude that Christ is called ' the Almighty ' in the verse in

question, than the Arians have to deny it.

There is another place in this book where he seems to be styled ' the Almighty.'
' And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
.saying. Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty

;
just and true

are thy ways, thou King of saints.'^ This triumpliant song is occasioned by one

of the greatest victories which the church expects to obtain in this world. By
' the song of Moses,' I humbly conceive, is meant the church's celebrating the glory

of God, for the greatest victory that ever was obtained under the legal dispensation
;

and 'the song of the Lamb,' is an acknowledgment of the greatest that is, or shall be,

obtained under the gospel-dispensation. Now, in celebrating the Lamb's victories,

they set forth the praises of this mighty Conqueror in the following words, ' Great
and marvellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty.' It is the Lamb that is every-

where described in this book, as fighting the church's battles, and obtaining victory

for it ; therefore it is his glory which is here set forth.

And as he is always described, in this book, as thus fighting the church's battles,

so it is he who is dos(;ribed as taking vengeance on its enemies. I cannot but con-

clude, therefore, that he is spoken of in chap. xvi. 6. where he is said to have given

his church's persecutors 'blood to drink, for they were worthy;' and in the follow-

ing verse, where it is said to him, ' Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and right-

eous are thy judgments.' Again, in chap. xvi. 14. we read of the 'battle of that

great day of God Almighty;' and then it immediately follows, ' Behold, I come as

a thief in the night,' &c. Now, this expression is known to be elsewhere applied to

our Saviour, and to none but him. And that it is he who fights the church's

battles, is evident from chap. xvii. 14, ' These shall make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb shall overcome them;' and, from chap. xix. 12, «fec., as elsewhere, where
it is said, ' His eyes were as a flame of tire,''" to denote that the great day of his

wrath was come. His name is called, in the thirteenth verse of the nineteenth

chapter, ' the Word of God ;' and we read that ' armies followed him,' and that

'out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that he might smite the nations.' We may
hence conclude, that since Christ is represented, in so many places in this book, as

fighting with, and triumphing and reigning over, his enemies, inflicting his plagues

upon them, and delivering his church from their persecutions, which is a work of

divine power, he is fitly styled, in several places, ' Lord God Almighty.'

6. We might consider several other divine attributes ascribed to Christ, which
prove his deity, namely, holiness, truth, and faithfulness. Thus it is said, ' These
things saith he that is holy, he that is true ;'" and he is described, in the following

words, as having uncontrollable power :
' who openeth, and no man shutteth ; and

shutteth, and no man openeth.' That this is spoken of Christ, is beyond dispute.

Again, ' They cried out, with a loud voice, saying. How long, Lord, holy and true,

dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ?'° To
whom did they cry but to the Lamb, who is said to have opened the seals, or to

f Rev, i. 19. g Cliap. xiv. 13. h Chap. xxii. 20.
i Chiip. i. 17; ii. 8. k Chap. iii. 14. 1 Chap. xv. 3.

in Chap. i. 14. 'I Chap. iii. 7. o Chap. ti. 10.
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have discovered the mysteries that were therehj revealed ?!• Wlien lie had opened
the sixth seal, he is described as hearing his church's prayer, and avenging their

blood ; and so is represented as coming to judgment in a very awful and terrible

manner. On this occasion it is said, ' the great day of his wrath is come ;' and
therefore it is he who is described as ' holy and true.' If it be replied, that crea-

tures are sometimes called holy and true, we may add, that it is Christ to whom it

is said, ' Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? for thou only art

holy ; for all nations shall come and worship before thee, for thy judgments are

made manifest.'^ This I infer from what has been before considered,—that it is he
who obtains victory over, and pours forth his judgments on, his church's enemies ;

and that it is he whose praises are celebrated in the song of the Lamb, mentioned
in the verse immediately preceding.

We have thus considered several divine perfections, as ascribed to our Saviour,

and these so glorious, that nothing greater can be mentioned to set forth the glory

of a divine Person. We may add a view of those glorious titles which are given

him with a design to excite in us adoring and admiring thoughts of him. Amongst
these we shall only mention some which are either the same with, or are equivalent

to, those which are given to the Father ; which they, who deny Christ's deity,

cannot but own to be distinguishing characters of a divine Person.— Is the Father
styled ' The God of peace?''' Our Saviour is styled ' The Prince of peace.'*

He is also said to be ' our peace ; '' and as peace includes in it all the blessings

which accompany salvation, Christ's being styled the Author of it denotes him to

be the Fountain of blessedness,—which he could not be were he not a divine Per-

son.—Again, as God is called ' a Sun and Shield ;'" so Christ is called ' The Sun of

righteousness,'" and ' An hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tem-

pest, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 'J'—Again, is it said of God the

Father, ' He is thy life, and the length of thy days? '^ Our Saviour says, concern-

ing himself, that he is 'the life.'* He is also called 'the Prince of life,''' and
'our life. ''^—Again, is the Father called 'The Shepherd of Israel?'*^ Christ is

called ' That great Shepherd of the sheep.'®—Moreover, is God often described in

scripture as a glorious King,— ' The King of Israel, even the Lord in the midst

of thee? '^ Our Saviour is styled 'The King, the Lord of Hosts, 's 'the King of Is-

rael, ''^ and ' King of kings, and Lord of lords.''—Again, is God styled ' the Hope of

Israel?'"^ Our vSaviour seems to be so called by the apostle, when he says, 'For
the Hope of Israel I am bound with this chain ;'^ that is, for Christ's sake, who is

the object of his people's hope. But whether Christ is referred to in that scripture

or not, he is elsewhere called ' our Hope.'""—Moreover, is God the object of desire, as

the psalmist says," so that there is nothing in heaven or earth, or within the whole
compass of finite beings, that is to be desired besides, or in comparison with, him?
Our Saviour is called 'The Desire of all nations. '°—I might refer to many other glori-

ous titles that are given to him in the second and third chapters of the book of Reve-
lation, in the epistles to tlie seven churches ; every one of which is prefaced with

Buch a character of him as is designed to strike them with a holy reverence and
esteem of him as a divine Person. Here, however, I finish my view of those

proofs of Christ's deity, which are taken from the names, attributes, and titles,

which are given to him.

Proofs of Christ's Deity from his Works.

I shall now proceed to consider those works done by our Saviour, which are

proper to God only. Divine works argue a divine agency ; they prove that he

who performs them has infinite power, and consequently that ho is an infinite

"
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Person, or truly anil properly God. These works are of two sorts ; they are either

of nature and common providence, or they are of grace, that is, such as im-

raediatidy respect our salvation. In all of thorn, Christ acts beyond the power of

a creature, and hence appears to be a divine Person.

1. He created all things ; and therefore must be God. He that made the world,

must be before it ; and since time, as has been before observed, began with the

first creature, he must have been before time, that is, from eternity. Again, he

who created all things must have a sovereign will. ' For his pleasure they are, and
were created.'? It follows, that he has an undoubted right to all things, and that

he might have annihilated them, had it been liis pleasure ; and also, that. he has a
right to dispose of them as he will, as the potter has power over his clay. All these

things are consequences of the work of creation ; and therefore that work is an un-

deniable argument that he who performed it is God. It may be observed, also,

that to create, is to exert infinite power, or to act above the power of a creature,

which, at best, is but finite. Now, whatever is more than finite, must be infinite ;

and consequently he who created all things must exert infinite power, and that is

certainly such as is truly divine. We might farther consider, that there are many
scriptures which appropriate creation to God. Indeed, it cannot be otherwise ; for

to suppose that a creature gave being to itself, is to suppose him to be both a cause

and an effect, and consequently to be, and not be, at the same time,—to exist as a
Creator, and not to exist as to be brought into being. It is evident, also, that in

scripture the creature is opposed to the Creator. Thus, it is said, ' They wor-

shipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.'*!

And there are several scriptures which speak of creation as a distinguishing evi-

dence of divine glory. Thus, we have a magnificent description of God, taken
more especially from this work, when he is called, ' The everlasting God, the Lord,

the Creator of the ends of the earth. '" Again, ' Thus saith God the Lord, he that

created the heavens, and stretched them out ; he that spread forth the earth, and
that which cometli out of it, he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and
spirit to them that walk therein.'^ In these and many other scriptures of a similar

nature, which might be referred to, it appears that creation is a work peculiar to

God.
We shall now prove that our Saviour created all things. There are many who

think that this may be proved from the work of creation being ascribed to more
persons than one. In the original, we read of ' Creators,' in the plural number.
Thus, ' Remember thy Creator,'* or Creators ; and, in reference to the creating of

man, God says, ' Let us make man after our own image,' &c. These texts seem
to imply, that there were more divine Persons engaged in this work than the

Father. I do not, indeed, lay so much stress on this argument as many do ; yet
it is not to be wholly neglected. I confess, I cannot see any reason why there

should be such a mode of expression used, were it not to signify the divine mystery
of a plurality of Persons in the Godhead, to whom this work is ascribed.

The Auti-trinitarians, especially the Socinians, bring an objection, that this

mode of speaking is such as is used in conformity to the custom of kings, who
speak in the plural number. But though kings do often speak in the plural num-
ber, yet this is only a modern way of speaking, implying, that whatever a king
does, is by the advice of some of his subjects, who arc his peculiar favourites, and
who are made use of to fulfil his will. This way of speaking is not so ancient as

scripture-times, much less as Moses' time, or the beginning of the world, which
is referred to, when God is represented as speaking in the plural number. It i.s

the custom of kings, in scripture, to speak in the singular number ; and it is very
absurd to pretend to explain any mode of speaking used in scripture, by customs
of speech not known till many ages after. I am sensible, some thuak that the mode of

speaking used by Ahasuerus, ' What shall we do unto the queen Vashti, according
to law ?''^ is a proof that it was used in former ages. But the words may be ren-

dered, ' What is to be done, according to law?' »fcc. or, ' AVliat is it expedient for

p Rev. iv. 11. q Rom. i. 25. r Isa. xl. 28. s Chap. xlii. 5.

t Eccl. xii. 1

.

u Esth. i. 15.
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me to do ?' Tlii.s instance, tlierefore, does not prove that kings used, in ancient
times, to speak of themselves in the plural number. It cannot, then, be argued
that, when God is represented as speaking so in scripture, it is in compliance with
any such custom. Besides, in all other instances, except those which are referred

to by our argument, he is always represented as speaking in the singular number.
It is hence additionally probable, that this variation from his usual way of speak-
ing, is not without some reason, and that it intimates to us the doctrine, that there

are more divine Persons than one who created all things. But we shall not insist

on this ; as we have more plain proofs in scripture.

It evidently appears that Christ made all things, not only from what is said

in John i. 3, that ' all things were made by him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made ;' but from Col. i. 16, ' By him were all things created,

that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things were created by him,
and for him.' Here he is said to be not only the Creator, but the end of all things.

This is the same as what is said in Prov. xvi. 4, ' The Lord hath made all things

for himself.' That Christ created all things, farther appears from Psal. cii. 25,
' Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work
of thy hands.' This text is expressly applied to Christ by the apostle.^

From these and similar scriptures, it evidently appears that Christ made all

things. The Socinians, indeed, who are sensible that creation was an evident
proof of divine power, and that the Creator of all things must be God, labour very
hard to prove that all those scriptures which ascribe this work to our Saviour, are
to be understood in a metaphorical sense, as signifying nothing else but his being
the Author of the gospel-state, which is a kind of new creation, peculiar to him.
He did this, as they say, as a prophet, revealing those doctrines which relate to

the gospel-dispensation. Accordmgly they understand that scripture which speaks
of his being ' in the beginning,' and of ' all things being made by him,'-'' as intend-

ing nothing else, than that he was in the beginning of the gospel,—that whatever
was made or ordained to be a standard and rule of faith was by him,—and that, in

the discharge of this work, he was to restore decayed religion, and to correct several

mistaken notions which the Jews had entertained concerning the moral law, to add
some new precepts to it, and to give directions concerning that mode of worship
which should be observed in the church for the future. This is all they suppose to

be intended by that work which is ascribed to Christ, as a Creator. In this scrip-

ture, on the contrary, it is plainly said, that there was nothing in the whole frame
of nature, nothing that was an effect of power, which was made without him.
There is another scripture also, which cannot, with any colour of reason, be under-
stood in their sense :

' By him were all things created that are in heaven, and -that

are in earth, visible and invisible. 'y Here the apostle speaks of the creation of angels
and men, as well as all other things. Now, certainly, Christ did not come into the
world to rectify an}^ mistakes, or restore decayed religion, among the angels. Hence
the apostle here plainly proves that our Saviour created all things.

But as this opinion of the Socinians is now almost universally exploded by the
Anti-trinitarians, we have no occasion to say any thing farther in opposition to it

;

and we shall proceed to consider what the Arians say concerning Clirist's creating

all things. They allow that the work of creation is ascribed to him ; but they deny
that this argues him to be God in the same sense as the Father is. The account
which they give is, that God, namely, the Father, created aU things by the Son,

as an instrument created by him immediately for that purpose ; so that the Son
was an inferior or second cause of the production of all things ; and, as such, he
cannot be concluded to be God, equal with the Father. I shall offer several remarks
in opposition to this tlieory.— First, in this account of creation, there is not a just

difference put between the natural and the supernatural production of things
; of

wliich tfie latter only can be called creation. If tliese two be confounded, the
distinguishing character of a Creator is set aside ; and the glory arising from it

cannot be appropriated to God. Nor is that infinite perfection which is displayed

V Htb. i. 10. X John i. 2, 3. y Col. i. 16.
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in creation duly considered ; but, according to this scheme, or method of reasoning,

a creature may be a Creator, and a Creator a creature. Nor, according to this

scheme, can 'tlie eternal power and Godhead' of the divine Being be demonstrated

* by the things that are made,'^ or created, as the apostle says they are.—From

that first mistake arises another. In natural productions, that which was created

by God may be rendered subservient to the production of other things ; and, in this

respect, it may be termed an instrument made use of by a superior cause, and may
have an energy, or method of acting, peculiar to itself, whereby it produces effects,

according to the course and laws of nature, fixed by God, the first cause of all

things. From this they suppose, though without sufiicient ground, that God might

create all things by an instrument, or second cause, as they conclude he did by the

gon.—Now, we must assert that, creation being a supernatural production of things,

what has been said concerning natural production is not applicable to it.—Though

things may be produced in a natural way by second causes, whose powers are limited

and subjected to the laws of nature, yet supernatural effects cannot be produced by

anything short of infinite power. Hence, as creation is a supernatural work, it

must be concluded to be a work of infinite power.— It follows, that it is not agree-

able to the idea of creation, or the producing of all things out of nothing, for God

to make use of an instrument. That this may appear, let it be considered, that

whatever instrument is made use of, must be either finite or infinite. An infinite

instrument cannot be made use of ; for then there would be two infinites, the one

superior, the other inferior. Nor can a finite one be made use of; for that, accord-

ing to our last proposition, cannot produce any supernatural eff"ect, as creation is

supposed to be. That work requires infinite power, and this cannot be exerted by

a finite medium. Hence, no finite instrument can be used. Moreover, if it requires

infinite power to create all things, this power, in its method of acting, would be

limited by the instrument it makes use of ; for whatever power a superior cause

has in himself, the effect produced by an instrument will be in proportion to the

weakness thereof. This some illustrate by the similitude of a giant's making use

of a straw or a reed in striking a blow, when the weakness of the instrument ren-

ders the power of the person who uses it insignificant. Thus, if God the Father

had made use of a creature in the creation of all things, the power exerted by him

could be no other than finite ; but that was not sufficient for the production of

things supernatural,—which require infinite power.—Again, the creation of all

things is ascribed to the sovereignty of the divine will. The psalmist, describing

it, says, ' He spake, and it was done ; he commanded, and it stood fast;'^ and it is

recorded, ' God said. Let there be light, and there was light.''' When we read

that the other parts of the creation were produced by his almighty word, this im-

plies that they were produced by an act of his will. Now, it seems impossible, from

the nature of the thing, that an instrument should be made use of in an act of willing,

any more than in an act of understanding.—Moreover, no cause can reasonably be

assigned, why God should make use of an instrument in the production of all things.

Certainly he who, by his immediate power, produced the instrument, might, with-

out any difficulty or absurdity attending the supposition, have created all things

immediately without one. We must suppose, too, that if there were nothing in

the nature of things which required him to make use of an instrument, he would

not, by making use of one, namely, the Son, administer occasion to him for his

assuming so great a branch of his own glory as that of being the Creator of the

ends of "the earth, or for his being, as the result of this, worshipped as a divine

Person.

But, say the Arians, though no one supposes that God stood in need of an in-

strument, or could not have created all things without it, yet we must not conclude

that he did act without one, because the scripture speaks of the Father's creating

aU things by the Son ; and when one person is said to do anything by another, it

implies that he makes use of him as an instrument. This allegation of the Arians

seems to be the only foundation on which their doctrine is built. But there is no

necessity of understanding the words which speak of God's creating all things by

z Rom. i. 20. a Psal. xxxiii. 9. b Geii. i. 3.

I. 2d
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the Son, in the sense in which they interpret them. All effects are produced by
the power of God. This power—supposing the Son to be a divine Person, which

we have endeavoured, by other arguments, to prove—must belong to him ; and the

Father and the Son being united in the same Godhead, one cannot act without

the other. Hence, whatever is said to be done by the Father, may, in this sense, be

said to be done by the Son ; for though the Persons are distinct, the power exerted

is the same. Thus a learned writer •= accounts for this matter, when he says :

" The Son is of the same nature and substance with the Father; so nearly allied,

so closely united, that nothing could be the work of one, without being, at the

same time, the work of both. Hence it was, that the Son was Joint-creator with

the Father, that all things were made by him, and nothing without him. It was

not possible for them either to act, or to exist separately ; and therefore it is that

the work of creation is, in scripture, attributed to both." This is a very safe as

well as a just way of reasoning, consistent with, and founded on, the doctrine of

the Father and Son's being united in the same Godhead, though distinct Persons,

and it is agreeable to the sense of those scriptures which attribute this work to the

Son, in the same sense as when it is attributed to the Father.

The Arians, I am aware, will reply, that this does not sufficiently account for

that subordination in acting which seems to be implied in the sense of those scrip-

tures in which the Father is said to have created all things by the Son. I shall

therefore take leave to notice, more particularly, the texts in which this mode of

speaking is used. Though there are several scriptures which represent the Son as

a Creator, or consider all things as having been made by him, as well as the Fa-

ther, or exhibit him as a Joint-creator with the Father ;
yet there are but two

places in the New Testament in which the Father is said to have created all things

by the Son,—namely, Eph. iii. 9, in which it is said, ' God,' that is, the Father,

'created all things by Jesus Christ,' and Heb. i. 2, where it is said, 'By whomi

also he made the worlds. ' We have already considered the absurdity of the Socin-

ian way of expounding those other scriptures which speak of Christ as a Creator, in

wliich he is said to act, not in subserviency to, but co-ordinately with, the Father.

But as God the Father is, in the scriptures now in question, said to create all

things by Jesus Christ, I humbly ofler it, as my opinion, that though the other

scriptures, in which Christ is set forth as a Creator, have no reference to him as

Mediator, or to his work of the new creation, yet such a reference seems to be the

probable sense of both these scriptures. As to the former, some suppose that it is

needless to give the sense of it; because the words, ' by Jesus Christ,' are wanting

in some ancient copies, as well as in the vulgar Latin and Syriac versions. But
as there are many copies which have the words, wo shall suppose the reading to be

genuine ; and that we may ascertain the sense of it, we may observe that the apostle

makes use of the word ' create ' three times in this epistle. We find it, in chap. ii. 10,

and in chap. iv. 24, in both which places it is taken for the new creation, which is

brouglit about by Christ, as Mediator. I humbly conceive, that it may be under-

stood in tlie same sense, in the verse which we are now considering. The new
creation by Jesus Christ is hence a part of that mystery, of which the apostle

says in the foregoing words, ' that was hid in God.' This sense seems not to be

excluded by those who suppose, that, in other respects, it has some reference to the

first creation of all things.'^ The other scripture in question is, ' By whom also

he made the worlds,' S/ «u *«/ rtv; aiutat t^nfi^iv, that is, by whom he made, instituted,

or ordained, the various dispensations which the church was under, either before

or since his incarnation. This was certainly done by him as Mediator ; and in it,

as well as in all other works performed by him in his mediatorial character, he

acted in subserviency to the Father. I would not be too peremptory in detei-min-

ing this to be the sense of the text ; for the apostle speaks, in the following verse,

of his 'upholding all things,' which is well put after this account of his having

created them. I am sensible also that the word which we translate 'worlds, 'is

c Dr. Waterland, Serm. III. in defence of the divinity of Cbrist, page 106.

d Vid. I5ez. in loc. Unas Deus, omnes popiiios coiididit, sic etiam nuncomnes ad se vocat; cnu"

didit atitein per Christum, sic per Christum instaurat.



THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 211

used in Hcb. xl. 3, to signify tlio world that was at first created, in the most proper

sense of the word ' creation.' There the apostle says, that, 'through faith, we un-

derstand that the worlds,' ravs ai<u»a(, 'were framed by t!ie word of God,' &c. But

yet when I find tliat in many other places of the New Testament, where the word

is used, it is taken in the sense I have stated," I cannot but conclude that the sense

most probably belongs to the text. That which most of all determines me to ac-

quiesce in it, is, that the subserviency of the Son to the Father in the mediatorial

work is most agreeable to it. If it be objected, that this sense of the text coincides

with that which is given of it by Socinus and his followers, which we before-men-

tioned and opposed, I answer, that it is very foreign to theirs. They endeavour,

by their view of the text, to evade the force of the argument brought from it to

prove our Saviour's deity ; while we only exchange one argument in proof of this

for another. It seems to me to be as great an evidence of his being a divine Per-

son, that he is considered as the Author and Founder of the church, in all ages,

or the Rock on which it is built, as that he is called, as he is, in many other scrip-

tures, the Creator of the world. If he is the supreme Head, Lord, and Lawgiver

of his church, in all ages,—if the faith and hope of all that shall be saved, are

founded on him as their great Mediator, Redeemer, and Sovereign, he certainly is

God, equal with the Father.

To what was mentioned as the chief prop of our reasoning, namely, that a finite

creature cannot be an instrument in supernatural productions, it is objected, that

miracles are supernatural productions, and yet have been wrought by men, as instru-

ments in the hand of God ; and it is hence inferred that the creation of all things

may as well be supposed to have been performed by the Son, as an instrument

made use of to this end by the Father. Now, that miracles are supernatural pro-

ductions, no one denies ; and it follows, that they are either a species of creation,

or equivalent to it. If it be allowed, therefore, that a creature can have power

communicated to him to work them, and therein may be said to be an instrument

made use of by God, we cannot reasonably deny that God the Father might use

the Son as an instrument in creating all things. But we must take leave to deny

that any who are said to have wrought miracles, have had infinite power communi-

cated to them for that purpose. They were not properly instruments in the hand

of God, to produce supernatural effects. All that they did, was only to address

themselves to God, that he would put forth his immediate power in working the

miracle,—to give the people, for whose sake it was to be wrought, occasion to ex-

pect it,—and afterwards to improve it for their farther conviction. It is true,

miracles are often said to have been wrought by men ; but I humbly conceive that

nothing more is intended than what I have stated. That this may appear, let it be

observed, that sometimes they who wrought them did not make use of any action,

but only gave the people ground to expect the divine interposition. Thus, im-

mediately before the earth swallowed up Korah and his company, Moses gave the

people to expect the miraculous event :
' And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know

that the Lord hath sent me. If these men die the common death of all men, then

the Lord hath not sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open

her mouth, and swallow them up, then ye shall understand that these men have i)ro-

voked the Lord;'^ and as soon as he had spoken the words, the ground clave asun-

der, and swallowed them up. This may be reckoned among the miracles wrought by
Moses ; though all that he did was only what tended to raise the people's expecta-

tion, that the extraordinary event should immediately happen. Again, at other

times, when a miracle was wrought, we read of nothing done, but only a word

spoken to signify that God would work it. Thus when the captani, with fifty men,

was sent by the king of Israel to the prophet Elijah, to command him to come to

him, the prophet said, ' If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and

e See Matt. xii. 32. 1 Cor. x. 11. Epb. i. 21. and chap. ii. 7. Heb. vi. 5. aiui cliap. ix. 26. The
apostle, speaking of 'the foundation of the world,' meaning the first creation, uses the word

Korfiof ; but when, in the following words, he speaks of 'Christ's appearing in the end of the. world,

to put awav sin,' &c. he uses the words ruy aiuiut.

i Numb.'xvi. 28—30.
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consume thee and thy fifty ;'s and the event immediately happened accordingly.

At other times, when miracles were wrought, the person who, in the sense hut now-

mentioned, is said to have wrought them, made use of some external and visible

sio-n. This, if no one was present but himself, was an ordinance for his own faith

;

as°when the prophet Elisha smote the waters of Jordan with Elijah's mantle, and

said, ' Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?''' Or when it was a sign given by divine

direction, it was an ordinance for the faith of the people present, whose conviction

Avas intended. Yet they were not to suppose that the action used had any tendency

to produce the miracle. It was designed only to raise their expectation, that God
would work the miracle by his immediate power. Thus when Moses was com-

manded to lift up his rod, and stretch out his hand over the sea, and divide it,

that Israel might pass through,' the event intimated immediately took place ; and

when he was commanded to 'smite the rock,'*' God caused water to come out of it.

He used also, by divine direction, several other actions, when other miracles were

wrought. Hence, though he was said, in a less proper way of speaking, to have

wrought them, yet he was no more than a moral instrument in working them ; so

that the divine power was not communicated to, or exerted by him. Now, if crea-

tures have been instruments in working miracles in no other sense than this, it

cannot be inferred that Christ might be made use of by the Father, as an instru-

ment in creating the world. A moral instrument he could not be ; for there was

no doctrine contested, no truth to be confirmed, no subjects present to expect

a divine interposition. Indeed, no one ever supposed that the Son of God was an

instrument in this sense. Hence, if no one ever was an instrument in any other, nor

could be, from the nature of the thing, as has been already proved, the force of the

argument which we have laid down is not in the least weakened by the objection

we have been considering.

2. Having thus endeavoured to prove the divinity of Christ from the work of crea-

tion, we shall proceed to consider how it appears, from those works of providence

which are daily performed by him. Providence is as much a divine work, and

contains as glorious a display of the divine perfections, as creation ; and it is two-

fold, namely, preserving and governing. With respect to the former of these, some

divines have asserted, that it is, as it were, a continued creation, and not formally

so. As creation produces a creature, preserving providence prevents its sinking

into nothing. And because the creature is, in all respects, dependent on the power

of God, as much so for the continuance of its being, as it was for its being brought

into being, preserving providence is an evidence of the divine power of him who
sustains all things.

Now that this glory belongs to our Saviour, is plain from scripture. It is said,

' He upholds all things by the word of his power ;'* and, ' By him all things con-

sist. '•" Both these scriptures respect this branch of divine providence, namely, his

preserving all things in being ; and they certainly affirm more of him than can be

said of any creature. It is not pretended that in this work he acts as the Father's

instrument, even by those who suppose that he did so in the creation of all things.

Scripture does not speak of God's upholding all things by him, but of Christ's up-

holding them by his own, that is, the divine power. We have, therefore, as plainly

a proof of his deity, from his upholding providence, as there is evidently to be in-

ferred from it the being of a God.

As to the other branch of providence,—the governing of the world in general, or

of the church in particular—this also is ascribed to Christ, and aiFords proof of his

Godhead. Whatever degree of limited dominion may be said to belong to crea-

tures, universal dominion belongs to God only. This is assigned as one ground

and reason of his right to divine honour. Accordingly it is said, ' Dominion and

fear are with him ;' " that is, tliere is a holy reverence due to him, as the supreme

Lord and Governor of the world. Again, it is said that ' he shall judge the people

righteously, and govern the nations upon earth ;'° and this is considered as the

foundation of universal joy, ' let the nations be glad, and sing for joy,' and of

g 2 Kings i. 12. h 2 Kings ii. 14. i Exod. xiv. 16. k Chap. xvii. 6.

I Ueb. i. 3. m Coioss. i. 17. n Job xxv. 2. o Psal. Ixvii. 4.
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praise, ' Let the people praise thee, God ; let all the people praise thee.'P Again,

it is said, ' The kingdom is the Lord's ; and he is the Governor among the nations ;'i

and this is assigned as the reason of their worshipping him, ' All the ends of the

world shall remember and turn unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds of the nations

shall worship before thee.''' This, therefore, is undoubtedly a branch of the divine

glorj. Hence, if we can prove that universal dominion belongs to Christ, or tliat

he is the Governor of the world, and of the church on earth, this wiU plainly evince

his deity.

Let us consider him as the Governor of the world. That he sustains this char-

acter, seems to be the meaning of several expressions of scripture, in which royal

dignity is ascribed to him. He is represented as sitting upon a throne ; while his

'throne is forever and ever,'* and he himself is infinitely greater than all the
kings of the earth. On this account he is called ' The Prince of the kings of the

earth ;'' and they are commanded to testify their subjection to him, and all are

represented as blessed that 'put their trust in him.'" His kingdom is considered

also, as ' not of this world, '^ and the honours due to him, such as are divine. These
things farther prove his deity. Moreover, his universal dominion, and consequently

his Godhead, are evinced by the glorious character of ' the Lord of Hosts,' which we
have already considered as belonging to him. The prophet Isaiah, speaking of

the vision which he had of his glory, says, ' Mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of

Hosts. 'y This character denotes his sovereignty over all the hosts of heaven, and
all creatures in this lower world,—his governing them, and making one thing sub-

servient to another, and doing all to set forth his own glory.

His deity will farther appear, if we consider him as the Governor of his church.

In this he has access to the souls of men, working in them those graces which are

the effects of almighty power. This he does, when they are effectually called
;

and also in the work of sanctification, which is consequent on their being called,

and is carried on tUl it is perfected. We shall have occasion, under some follow-

ing Answers,^ to prove that these are divine and supernatural works ; and we shall

reserve the more full and particular proof of this to its proper place. At present,

we shall only observe that they are spoken of as such in scripture, and ascribed to

the exceeding greatness of the power of God,—no less than that ' which he wrought
in Christ, when he raised him from the dead.'^ Elsewhei-e they are called ' anew
creation,' ' a quickening ' or 'resurrection,''' ' a breaking of the rock in pieces,'

'taking away the heart of stone,' 'giving a heart of flesh,' or ' a new heart.'*'

These expressions would never have been used, if the work were not divine and
supernatural. It follows that, as Christ is the Author of this internal work, he is

a divine Person. Now that he is so, is obvious from many places in the New
Testament. He is styled ' The Author and Finisher of our faith.' '^ The apostle

Paul speaks of ' faith and love abounding, which is in Christ Jesus,' ^ and at the

same time, speaks of the grace of our Lord abounding, as the spring and fountain

thereof. The apostles desired him to ' increase their faith,' ^ not in an objective

way, as affording some greater foundation for it, but subjectively, by an internal

work, exciting and promoting the principle of it, which was before implanted in

them, and so causing all those graces which accompany it to abound, as the effects

of his divine power.

We might farther consider Christ's spiritual government as extended to his

church, collectively considered. The church is exposed to many dangers and diffi-

culties, and meets with much opposition from its enemies, who attempt its ruin,

but in vain ; for it is the object of the divine care, kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation, and 'the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.'

Now this is, in a peculiar manner, the work of Christ. He is the rock on which it

is built. His presence, in the midst of his people, is not only their glory, but their

safety ; and this it would not be, if he were no more than a creature. We might
also consider the subserviency of the various dispensations of providence in the world
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to their good. lie is ' Head over all things to the church ;'s and his heiug so could

not cause that subserviency, were he not a divine Person.

We might farther consider how the divine glory of Christ will be demonstrated,

in his second coming to complete the work of salvation, begun in this world. To
prepare a way for this, there will be an universal resurrection of the dead ; which

will be no less an effect of almighty power, than the creation of all things was at

first. I need not say anything to prove that this will be a divine work ; but need

prove only that the general resurrection will be performed by Christ. This might

be proved from several scriptures. In one of these he himself expressly asserts it

in words very plain and particular ;
' The hour is coming, in the which all that are

in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, '^ &c. Moreover he is re-

presented as coming in the clouds, with power and great glory,—in his ' own glory,'

as well as in 'his Father's, and of the holy angels.'^ The most natural sense

of this text seems to be, that his divine glory, which is called ' his own, ' and
which was comparatively hid from his people while he was on earth, shall eminently

be demonstrated in his second coming ; and that his mediatorial glory, which he

has received from the Father, as what he had a right to on his having accomplished

the work of redemption, shall also be then displayed. Then as to the glory of his re-

tinue, as appearing with all his holy angels, this bears some resemblance to the

description by which the majesty of God is set forth on occasion of his appearing

on Mount Sinai, to give the law, ' The Lord came with ten thousands of saints.'''

We may add, that the work which he shall, immediately after this, be engaged in,

namely, that of judging the world in righteousness, plainly proves his deity. None
but a divine Person can judge the secrets of all men, and bring to light every thing

that has been done from the beginning to the end of time. But this is to be done

in the final judgment ; for it is said that ' God shall bring every work into judgment,

with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.'^ This is an
extension of that argument, before laid down, to prove his divinity from his omni-

science. If his judgment must be, as the apostle says, 'according to truth, '"^ and
consequently performed with the greatest impartiality, as well as with an exquisite

knowledge or discernment, without which it could not be said that ' the Judge of all

the earth does right,'"—if rewards shall be proportioned to every work done, so

that every one shall receive, as the apostle says, ' according to that he hath done,

whether it be good or bad,'°—if persons are to be rewarded, or punished, for all the

secret springs of action, which, as well as the actions themselves, must be reckoned

either good or bad, according to what they produce,—and if this respects not par-

ticular persons only, but all men who have lived, or shall live, from the beginning

to the end of the world,—it evidently follows, that lie to whom this glorious work
is ascribed, must be a divine Person. Moreover, the manner of his appearing with

the terror as well as with the majesty of a Judge, being such as shall strike his

enemies with the' utmost horror and confusion, is a farther proof of his deity. This

is represented in a lively manner where it is said that * the kings of the earth, and
the great men,' those who once rendered themselves formidable to their subjects,

shall desire to ' hide themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains, and
shall say to the mountains and rocks. Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day
of his wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand?'? And he will not only pro-

nounce the sentence, but execute it ; and he will do this with respect both to his

saints and subjects, and to his enemies. As to the former, he will command them
to come and possess not only the kingdom prepared for them, but the blessedness

which he will confer upon them. This blessedness is called the beatific vision,

• We shall be hke him, for we shall see him as he is ;'i and the happiness of hea-

ven is described in such a way as plainly proves our Saviour to be the Fountain of

it, and consequently a divine Person. It is represented as a state in which they

will ' behold his glory ;'" and certainly the beholding of the glory of the most ex-

alted creature, falls infinitely short of this ingredient in the heavenly blessedness.
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On the other hand, the iinmedlate impressions of the wrath of God on the con-

sciences of his enemies, or the power of his anger, which shall render them eter-

nally miserable when banished from his 'presence,' proves him to be a divine Per-

son. The highest degree of misery consists in a separation or departure from him

;

and this it could not do, if he were not the Fountain of blessedness. Nor could

the punishment of sinners be proportioned to their crimes, if it were not to be in-

flicted by ' the glory of his power.' The apostle joins this and banishment from his

presence together ;* though some understand his words as implying, that their pun-
ishment proceeds from Christ's immediate presence, in the display of the greatness

of his power, as a sin-revenging Judge. In either sense, it argues him to be a divine

Person. And that it is our Saviour who is spoken of, is evident, from the context.

It is he who shall appear ' in flaming tire, taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and obey not the gospel;' and it is he that shall 'come to be glorified in

hi.5 saints, and to be admired in all them that believe.' We have thus a very plain

])roof of his deity, from the exercise of his government, either in this or in the

other world.

Having endeavoured to prove the divinity of Christ, from his works of creation

and providence, and, under the former of these, oft'ered some things in answer to

the methods taken by the Socinians, and especially the Arians, in accounting for the

sense of those scriptures which speak of the Father's creating all things by the

Son ; it is necessary for us now to consider the most material objections, brought
by the Anti-trinitarians in general, against what has been said in defence of this

doctrine, from the works of common and special providence, as ascribed to him,
and, in particular, from the administration of his kingdom of grace. It is objected

by them that his kingdom, and power of acting in the administration of the

affairs relating to it, are wholly derived from the Father. Thus he says, ' I appoint

unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me ;'* and, ' All things

are delivered unto me of my Father.'" Again it is said, ' Yet have 1 set.my
King upon my holy liill of Zion.'^ As to his managing the affairs of his kingdom,
being by the Father's commission and appointment, he speaks of the works which
he was to perform as those which 'the Father had given him to finish. 'y As to

his power of executing judgment, which is one of the greatest glories of his kingly
government, being derived from the Father, it is said, ' The Father judgeth no
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son ;'^ and, ' He hath appointed

a day, in the which he v/ill judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he
hath ordained,'^ meaning our Saviour. AVhen he speaks of his ruling his enemies with
arodof iron, and breaking them to shivers, as the vessels of a potter,^ he adds,

that this ' he received of his Father.' The Anti-trinitarians hence infer that, as he
received his dominion, or right to govern the world and the church, from the
Father, he cannot be God equal with the Father. As we say, in opposition to

their scheme of doctrine, that a derived deity, such as they suppose his to be, can-
not be the same with that which the Father has ; so they allege this, by way
of reprisal, against the argument we have but now insisted on, that a derived do-

minion cannot be made use of to prove that he who has it is a divine Person, in the

sense in which we maintain him to be. Again they say, that in all his works, and
particularly in the administration of the afl^airs of his kingdom, he acts for the

Father's glory and not his own ; whereas a divine Person cannot act for any other

end than for his own glory. This, they allege, disproves, rather than evinces, his pro-

per deity. He says, ' 1 honour my Father f*^ and, ' I seek not mine own will, but
the will of the Father, which hath sent me.''^ He also speaks of the Father's giv-

ing him a commandment to do what he did :
' I have not spoken of myself, but the

Father which .sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what
I should speak ;'" and, ' As the Father gave me commandment, even so I do.'^ Again,

he speaks of his liaving ' kept his Father's commandment, '^ and, pui'suant to this,

of his 'abiding in his love.' They hence argue, that he who is obliged to fulfil a

s 2 Thess. i. 9. t Luke xxii. 29. ii Matt. xi. 27. x Psal. ii. 6. y John v. 36.

z John V. 22. a A<ts xvii. 31, b Rtv. ii. 27. c John viii. 49. d Chap. v. 30.

e John xii. 49. f Chap. xiv. 31. g Chap. xv. 10.



2iliS» THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY.

commandment, or who acts in obedience to the Father, is properly a subject or a
servant, and therefore cannot be God in the same sense as the Father, who gave

this commandment. Thej add, that in the government of his church, and in that

of the world in subserviency to it, he acts in the Father's name, as his deputy and

vicegerent. He says, ' The works that 1 do, in my Father's name, they bear

witness of me.'** Accordingly his works are called the Father's, ' If I do not the

works of my Father, believe me not ;'* and these works are said to be done from
the Father, ' Many good works have I showed you from my Father.'^ As the

consequence of all this, he acknowledges, say they, as he ought to do, that ' the

Father is greater than he.'^ How then, they ask, can he be a divine Person, in

the sense in which we assert him to be, when there is a God above him, in whose

name he acts in all he does ? They farther argue, that, as is expressly stated, he

was ' made both Lord and Christ,'™ and made so by the Father. They argue again,

that the donatives of his kingdom, or those honours which are bestowed on his sub-

jects, are not his to give, but the Father's. ' To sit, ' says he, 'on my right hand, and on

my left, is not mine to give ; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared

of my Father.'"^ Finally, they remind us that this kingdom which he received

ii'om the Father, and thus administers in subserviency to him, is, in the end, to

be resigned, or delivered up. ' Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered

up the kingdom to God, even the Father ;' ' and when all things shall be subdued

unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things

under him, that God may be all in all.'" Accordingly, say they, he shall lay aside

those divine honours which he now has, or cease to perform those works which give

him a right to claim them. These are the strongest arguments which are brought

by the Anti-trinitarians against our Saviour's proper deity. Indeed, as though

they had little else to object, there is scarcely an argument against it, but what is

supported by this reasoning, which they think to be altogether unanswerable, and
which is supported by many more scriptures than those quoted. It is necessary,

therefore, that we should consider what may be said in reply.

The sum of what has been objected, as branched into several particulars, is, that

since Christ is represented as below the Father, or inferior to him, he cannot be

equal with him, for that is no other than a contradiction. To this it may be replied

that, though the scripture speaks of our Saviour as receiving a commission from

the Father, and as acting in subserviency to him
; yet this does not respect the

inferiority of his divine nature, but the subserviency of what is done by him, as

Mediator, to the glory of the Father, as this character and office is received from

him. Indeed, whenever the Son is represented as engaged in the great work of re-

demption, or m anything tending to it, or in any work consequent upon it, whereby
what was before purchased is said to be applied by him, the reference is peculiarly

to him as Mediator. Nothing is more common in scripture, than for him to be
represented as Mediator ; especially in all those things which concern the spiritual

advantages or salvation of his church,—which is the principal thing to be considered

in his government. In this sense we are to understand those scriptures which have
been brought to support the objection. It is plain that our Saviour generally

speaks of himself under this character ; which is included in his being the Messiah
or Christ, and which is the main thing that he designed to evince by his doctrine

and his miracles. If, therefore, we duly consider the import of this character, it

will not only give light to the understanding of the scriptures referred to, but suffi-

ciently answer the objection against his deity taken from them. Now, our adver-

saries will not deny that Christ is represented as a Mediator ; but they widely differ

from us, when they take occasion to explain what they understand by his being so.

Sometimes they seem to mean nothing else by it but a middle being betwixt God
and the creature. The work performed by him as such, is not, they say, what
requires him to be, in the most proper sense, a divine Person ; and consequently,

whatever inferiority to the Father is contained in this character, they conclude to

respect his deity. We, on the contrary, distinguish between the subserviency of

the work performed by him, as Mediator, to the glory of God the Father, together
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with the subjection or real inferiority to the Father, of the human nature in which

he performed it, and the inferiority of his divine nature. The former we allow ;

the latter we deny. When we speak of him as Mediator, we always suppose that

he is God and man in one person, and that these two natures, though infinitely

distinct, are not to be separated. As God, without the consideration of a human
nature united to his divine person, he would be too high to sustain the charac-

ter or to perform the work of a servant, and, as such, to yield that obedience

which was incumbent on him as Mediator. On the other hand, to be a mere man
is too low for this end ; and would be altogether inconsistent with that infinite value

and dignitv which was to be put on the work he was to perform. It was necessary,

therefore, that he should have two distinct natures, a divine and a human, or that

he should be God incarnate. This will be more particularly considered under some
following answers ;P and we shall reserve the proof for its proper place, and shall there

consider the distinct properties of each nature. All that we shall observe at present

is, that the evangelist John, in whose gospel our Saviour, agreeably to his mediato-

rial character, is often described as inferior to the Father, as well as equal with him,

lays down this as a kind of preface to lead us into the knowledge of such descriptions

:

' The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 'i Now, it follows that several things

may be truly spoken concerning or applied to him, which are infinitely opposite to one

another, and yet be both true in different respects,—for example, that he has almighty

power, as to what concerns his deity ; and yet, that he is weak, finite, and dependent, as

to what respects his humanity. In one nature, he is God equal with the Father, and
so receives nothing from him, is not dependent on him, nor is under any obligation

to yield obedience. In this nature, he is the object of worship, as all worship ter-

minates on that deity which is common to all the Persons in the Godhead. But,

in the other nature, he worships the Father, and receives all from him, and refers

all to his glory. Hence, those scriptures which speak of him as receiving a king-

dom, doing all things from or in obedience to the Father, or in his name and for

his glory, and as inferior to and dependent on him, are not only applied to him as

Mediator, but have a particular respect to his human nature. All, therefore, which
can be inferred fi-om those modes of speaking which are quoted as objections against

the doctrine which we are defending, is, that he who is God is also man, and, as

such, has those things predicated of him which are proper to a nature infinitely

below, though inseparably united with, his divine nature.—As to its being said

that ' the Father hath committed all judgment to the Son,' or that ' he judgeth
the world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained,' all that can be
in. erred is, that, so far as this work is performed by Christ in his human nature,

which will be rendered visible to the whole world at the day of judgment, it is an
instance of the highest favour and glory conferred upon this nature, or upon God-
man Mediator, as man. But so far as, according to descriptions elsewhere given
of him, he has a right to judge the world as God, and possesses those infinite per-

fection's wfiereby he is fit to do it, these are the same which belong to the Father,
and therefore not derived from him.—Again, though it is said, ' God hath mad©
him both Lord and Christ,' it is not said that the Father hath made him God, or
given him any branch of the divine glory. The words refer to the unction which
lie received from the Father to be the King, Head, and Lord of his church.
This, so far as it is an act of grace, or implies his dependence on the Father, has
an immediate respect to him in his human nature ; in which, as well as in his

divine nature, his dominion as Christ is exercised. On the other hand, his sove-

reignty and universal dominion over the church and the world, or those divine per-

fections which render him, in all respects, fit to govern it, belong to the Mediator
more especially as God, and are the same as when they are affirmed of the Father.
Moreover, when he says, 'I seek not mine own will, but the Father's that sent me,'
and elsewhere, ' Not my will, but thine, be done,' his words argue that he had a
human will, distinct from his divine, in which he expresses that subjection to the
Father which becomes a creature. This is plainly referred to him as man. On the
other hand, when he says, speaking of himself co-ordinately with the Father, ' As"

p See Quest, xxxvi—xl. q Jobn i. 14.
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the Father raiscth up the dead, and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth

whom he will,' his words, though spoken of his character as Mediator, have a pecu-

liar reference to his divine nature.—Again, his words, ' The Father is greater than

I,' are applied to him as man. On the contrary, when he says, ' I and my Father

are one,'' he speaks of himself as God, having the same nature with the Father.

—

Thus, if we suppose our Saviour to be God and man, as he is plainly proved to be

from scripture, it follows that whatever is said, as importing his right to divine hon-

our on the one hand, or as to his disclaiming it on the other, is equally true, when we
consider him in his different natures. In this manner are we to understand those

scriptures which speak of the real inferiority of the Son to the Father. But when,

in other places, nothing is intended but the subserviency of what is done by the

Son as Mediator, or its tendency to set forth the Father's glory, this may be appli-

cable to those divine works which the Mediator performs. We may thus distinguish

between the subserviency of the divine actions to the Father's glory, and the infe-

riority of one divine Person to another. The former may be asserted, without

detracting from his proper deity ; while the latter is denied, as inconsistent with

it. Thus have we endeavoured to explain those scriptures which are referred to

by the Arians, to overthrow our Saviour's divinity ; and, by the same method of

explanation, I humbly conceive, all others which can be brought for that purpose

may be understood. I have passed over that scripture, indeed, which re.spects

Christ's ' delivering up the kingdom to the Father, and being subject to him,'

which it might have been expected I should have endeavoured to explain ; but I

choose rather to reserve the consideration of it to its proper place, when we come

to speak of Christ's kingly office, and of his being exalted in its execution.

Proofs of Christ's Deity from his being the object of worship.

The next argument to prove the divinity of Christ, is taken from his being the

object of religious worship. When, in any act of worship, there is an agreement be

tween our words and actions, we, in both, acknowledge him to be a divine Person,

and to have the perfections of the divine nature. This argument is so strong and

conclusive, that it is very difficult to evade the force of it. Indeed, it affects the

very essentials of religion.

Now, that we may proceed with greater plainness, let us consider, what we are

to understand by worship in general, and by religious worship in particular. I am
yery sensible that the Anti-trinitarians understand the word in a sense very differ-

ent from what we do. They view it as expressing some degree of humility or rever-

ence to a person whom we acknowledge, in some respect, to be our superior.

Whatever words or external signs of reverence we use to express our regard to him

who is its object, our worship, as offered to our Saviour, is no more than what they

suppose to be due to a person below the Father. Now, that we may not mistake

the meaning of the word, let it be considered, that worship is either civil or reli-

gious. The former contains in it that honour and respect which is given to superi-

ors, and is sometimes expressed by bowing or falling down before them, or by some

other marks of humility which their advanced station in the world requires. This,

however, is seldom called worshipping them ; and is always distinguished from re-

ligious worship, even when the same gestures are used. It is true, there is one

scripture, in which the same word is applied to both, ' All the congregation bowed

down their heads, and worshipped the Lord and the king.'* But the meaning of

this is, they paid civil respect to David, accompanied with those actions which are

expressive of humility, and of that honour which was due to him ; while tlieir

worship, as given to God, was divine or religious. The latter is the only sense in

which we understand ' worship ' in this argument ; and it includes in it adoration

and invocation. In the former, we ascribe infinite perfection to God, either directly,

or by consequence. An instance of this we have in 1 Chron. xxix. 11, 12, 'Thine,

O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the

majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine ; thine is the king-

r John X. 30. B 1 Chron. xxix. 20.
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dom, Lord, and thou art exalted as Head above all. Both riches and honour
come of thee, and thou reignest over all, and in thine hand is power and might,
and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.' Instances

of it occur also in those texts, in which we are said to 'ascribe greatness to him,'*

to 'glorify him as God,'" or 'to give unto him the glory due unto his name.'* In-

vocation is that wherein we glorify God as the fountain of blessedness, when we
ask those things from him which none but God can give. This is sometimes called
• seeking the Lord,'^ or 'calling upon him.'^ It includes all those duties in which
we consider him as a God of infinite perfection, and ourselves as dependent on him,
and as desirous to receive all those blessings from him which we stand in need of.

Faith, in particular, is, in the various acts of it, a branch of religious worship
;

for it implies its object to be a divine person. Religious worship includes also

supreme love, and universal obedience, and, indeed, the whole of religion ; in

which we have a due regard to that infinite distance that there is between God and
the best of creatures. Religious worship is nowhere understood in a lower sense
than this in scripture. As thus described, religious worship is to be given to none
but a divine person. ' Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,' said our Saviour,
'and him only shalt thou serve.'* This is evident from the idea we have of reli-

gion in general ; which is a giving of that glory, or an ascribing of those perfections

to God, which belong to him as founded in his nature. It is the highest instance

of blasphemy and profaneness to ascribe these to any creature ; for this is in eftect

to say that he is equal with God.
;Now, it plainly appears from scripture, that Chri?t is the object of religious wor-

ship, and consequently that the argument we are maintaining is just,—namely,
that, for this reason, he must be concluded to be a divine person. Many examples
occur in scripture of religious worship having been given to him ; while they who
gave it were not reproved or restrained, but rather commended, for performing it.

We have some of these in the Old Testament, of which I shall mention two or
three :

' God, before whom ray fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which
fed me all my life long unto this day, the angel which redeemed me from all evil,

bless the lads.''' When Jacob here speaks of Abraham and Isaac having walked be-
fore the great Being whom he addresses, his words imply, that, in their whole
conversation, they considered themselves as under his all-seeing eye ; and Jacob
acknowledges him as the God who had sustained, preserved, and provided for him
hitherto, the support of his life, and his deliverer, or redeemer, from all evil. This
divine person he addresses himself to, in a way of supplication, for a blessing on
the posterity of Joseph ; and that he intends our Saviour is evident, because he
refers to his appearance in the form of an angel, and describes him under that
character. We cannot suppose that this holy patriarch is here represented as
praying to a created angel ; for that would be to charge him with idolatry. More-
over, this is the same description which is elsewhere given of Christ : ' In all their
affliction lie was afflicted, and tlie angel of his presence saved them ; in his love
and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried them all the
days of old ;'•= and, ' The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple

;

even the messenger,' or angel, ' of the covenant, whom ye delight in.''' The latter
passage contains a very plain prediction of our Saviour's incarnation ; whose way is

said to be prepared by John the Baptist, who is spoken of in the words immediately
foregoing. It is certain, also, that God the Father is never called an angel in
scripture ; for this name is a peculiar description of the Mediator, who, as such, is

never mentioned as the person sending, but as the person sent. Described as an
angel, he is considered as one who was to be incarnate, and who, in our nature, was to

execute those offices which he was therein obliged to perform. This, then, is the
person whom Jacob adored and prayed to.

We have another instance, not only of his being worshipped, but of his demand-
ing this divine honour of him that performed it. When he appeared as ' the Cap-
tain of the host of the Lord,' Joshua ' fell on his face to the earth, and did wor-

t Dput. xxxii. 3. u Rom, i. 21. x Psal. xxix. 2. y Psal. cv. 4.
I Psal. !. 15, a Matt. iv. 10. b Ge... \lviii. Ij, l(j. c Isa. Ixiii. 9. d Mai. iii. 1.
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ship, and said unto him, What saith mj Lord unto his servant ? And the captain

of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot, for the place

whereon thou standest is holy ; and Joshua did so.'^ It cannot be supposed that

it was any other than a divine person that appeared. Not only did Joshua fall on

his face and worship him, and express his willingness to fulfil his command ; but

the object of his worship bade him loose his shoe from his foot, for the place on
which he stood was holy. This expression is nowhere else used in scripture, ex-

cept in Exod. iii. 5, in which our Saviour, as we before considered, appeared to

Moses, with the majesty and glory of a divine person, and whose immediate pre-

sence made the place relatively holy, which the presence of a creature never did.

Moreover, the character which he here gives of himself to Joshua, that of ' the

Captain of the Lord's host,' not only implies that all Joshua's success was owing to

his conduct and blessing on his warlike enterprises ; but it also corresponds with

the description which is elsewhere given of our Saviour. Ho is called, ' A leader

and commander to the people,'*' ' The Captain of our salvation, 's ' The Prince of

life,' and ' The Prince of the kings of the earth.'

There are also in the New Testament various instances of worship given to'

Christ, which, by several circumstances attending it, was evidently divine or reli-

gious. Thus he had divine honour given him, by the wise men from the East, who
* fell down and worshipped him,'** ifec. And when he ascended up into heaven, 'his

disciples worshipped him.'' In these instances, there is nothing in the mode of ex-

pression which distinguishes the worship given him from that which is due to God.
There is a very illustrious instance of his being thus worshipped by a numerous
assembly, represented in the vision of John. 'I beheld, and heard the voice of

many angels round about the throne, saying. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,

to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing. And every creature that is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the

earth, saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth

upon the throne and to the Lamb for ever and ever.''' In these words there are such

glories ascribed, that higher expressions cannot be used by any who adore the divine

majesty. And it is plain that our Saviour is intended; for he is described as the

Lamb that was slain ; and he is also considered co-ordinately with the Father,

when it is said that this glory is given to him that ' sitteth upon the throne, and
to the Lamb.' Now, if our Saviour be thus worshipped, he must have a right to

it ; else his worshippers would have been reproved, as guilty of idolatry. Peter re-

proved Cornelius, or rather prevents his paying divine adoration to himself, who
was no more than a man. ' Stand up,' said he, ' I myself also am a man.'' The
angel, in Revelation also, when John, through mistake, thought him to be a divine

person, and fell at his feet to worship him, expressly forbade him, saying, ' See
thou do it not ; I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testi-

mony of Jesus : worship God.'"* But our Saviour never forbids any to worship
him. We must hence conclude that he is the object of worship, and consequently

a divine Person.

1. We shall now proceed to consider the various branches of divine worship that are

given to him. And the first we shall mention, is swearing by his name. By this

an appeal is made to him, as the Judge of truth, and the Avenger of falsehood.

Some think that the apostle intends as much as this, when he says, ' I speak the

truth in Christ, I lie not ;'" as if he had said, ' I appeal to Christ, as the heart-

searching God, concerning the truth of what I say.' But there is another sense of

swearing,—namely, when, in a solemn manner, we profess subjection to him, as

our God and King. This agrees with, or is taken from the custom of subjects,

who swear fealty or allegiance to their king. Thus it is said, * Unto me every

knee shall bow, and every tongue sliall swear.'" In doing this, his people acknow-

ledged him to be the object of faith, and to have a right to universal obedience, as

well as to be the Fountain of blessedness. This religious worship, as the prophet

e Josh. V. 14, 15. f ha. Iv. 4. p Heb. ii. 10. hMatt. ii. II. i Luke xxiv. 52.

k Rev. V. 11—13. 1 Acts X. 26. m Rev. xix. 10. ii Rom. ix. 1. o Isa. xlv. 23.
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foretells, was to be given to the Person of whom he speaks, who is particularly said

hy the apostle to be our Saviour.?

2. Another act of religious worship, which has some affinity to the former, is the

baptismal vow ; in which, according to the divine command, i there is a consecra-

tion, or dedication, ot the person baptized to the Father, Son, and Holy Crhost, or

a public profession that it is our indispensable duty to exercise an entire subjection

to them, in a religious manner. This is one of the most solemn acts of worship which
can be performed ; and there is explicit mention in it of the name of the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost. Here we may consider, in general, that the Son is put co-

ordinately with the Father, which no creature ever is. It will also be necessary

for us to inquire what is meant by being baptized in the name of the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost ; that so it may farther appear to be an act of religious wor-
ship. Some understand nothing by it but our being baptized by the authority of

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, or by a warrant received from them. But
though this is sometimes the meaning of our acting in the name of God ; yet more
is intended by it in reference to this ordinance, otherwise baptism is not sufficient-

ly distinguished from other acts of religious worship, none of which can be rightly

performed without a divine warrant. According to this sense of the phrase, min-
isters may as well be said to preach the gospel, and the church to attend on their

mmistration, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; for these cannot
be done without a divine warrant. Moreover, to suppose that the instituted form
of administering baptism, conveys no other idea than that of a divine warrant, is

to conclude that there is in it no determinate meaning of the action performed, and
that the administrator is to intend nothing else but that he has a warrant from
God to baptize. But the administration being made in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, seems plainly to intimate, as the principal thing signified,

that they who are baptized are consecrated or devoted to the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, devoted to God professedly, and called by his name, in the sense in which
the phrase is elsewhere used in scripture. His right to them is hereby signified,

and their indispensable obligation to be entirely his ; and a peculiar acknowledg-
ment is made of the distinct personal glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and
the concern which each of them has in our salvation. The apostle, speaking of

our being baptized in the name of Christ, calls it, 'putting on Christ;* which
.seems to imply a consecration, or dedication, to him. Persons, as well as things,

before this ordinance was instituted, were consecrated to God by divers washings,

as well as other rites, used under the ceremonial law ; and this consecration seems
to be the sense in which the apostle himself explains ' putting on Christ ;' for he
infers, from this action, that they who had so done u-ere Christ's, not only by that
right which he has to them as their Creator and Redeemer, but by another which
is the immediate result of their professed dedication to him. This, therefore, is

such a comprehensive act of worship, that it includes in it the whole of that sub-

jection which is due to the Father, Son, and Spirit; and as the Son, in particular,

is considered as the object of it, together with the Father, it follows that he is

God, equal with the Father. We may add, that it would be not only an unwar-
rantable action, but an instance of the greatest profaneness, to be baptized in the
name of any one who is not a divine Person. This farther argues that baptism is

an act of divine worship. The apostle Paul, remarking that some of the church
of Corinth were disposed to pay too great a veneration to those ministers who had
been intrumental in their conversion, as though, for this reason, they were to be
accounted the lords of their faith, and, in particular, that some said ' they were of

Paul,' and being apprehensive that they thought the minister who baptized them
had a right to be tlius esteemed, not only reproves their ungrounded and pernicious

mistake, but takes occasion to thank God, that he had baptized none of them, but
Crispus and Gaius, together with the household of Stephanas, lest any should say
he had baptized in his own name.^ Thus, while he testifies his abhorrence of his

giving any just occasion to any, to conclude that he was the object of this branch
of divine worship, he takes much pleasure in reflecting that the providence of God

p Rom. xiv. 11. q Matt, xxviii. 19. r Gul. iii. 2". s 1 Cor. i. 14—16.
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had not led them, through the ignorance and superstition which prevailed among

them, to draw this false conclusion irom his administering baptism, which probably

they would not have drawn from any other's having baptized them who had not so

great an interest in their affections as he had. This I apprehend to be the mean-

ing of what the apostle says, in the passage refered to.' And I take occasion to refer

to it, as a farther proof of baptism being an act of religious worship, unalienable

from the Father, Son, and Spirit, in whose name alone we are to be baptized. And
I cannot but conclude, as a just consequence from its being an act of leligiqus wor-

ship, that if the Son were not a divine Person, we might as well be baptized in

the name of Paul, or any other of the apostles, as in his name. He would never,

therefore, have joined his own name with the Father's, when he gave the commis-

sion to baptize, if he had not had a right to it, as well as the Father.

It is objected that, though this ordinance, as it respects the Father, contains,

properly, an act of divine worship, in which we consider him as the great Lord of

all things, to whom divine worship, in the highest sense, is due
;
yet we consider

the Son, as well as the Holy Ghost, only as having a right to an inferior kind of

worship, in proportion to the respective parts which they sustain, by the will of the

Father, in the work of our salvation. In particular, to be baptized in the name
of Christ, implies, it is said, nothing else but a declaration that we adhere to him,

as the Father's Minister, delegated by him to reveal his mind and will to us, and

to erect that gospel-dispensation, which we, in this ordinance, professedly submit

to. Accordingly, to be baptized in the name of Christ, it is inferred, is to be un-

derstood in tlie same sense as when the Israelites were said to be ' baptized unto

Moses in the cloud, and in the sea,'" They signified thereby their consent to be

governed by those laws which Moses was appointed by God to give them ; on which

account, they were denominated a particular church, separated from the world,

and obliged to worship God in the way which was prescribed in the ceremonial

law. Even so, it is said, we, by baptism, own ourselves Christians, under an obli-

gation to adhere to Christ, as our Leader and Commander, who has revealed to us

the gospel ; by subjecting ourselves to whom, we are denominated Christians. To
this they add, especially the Socinians, that as baptism was first practised as an

ordinance, to initiate persons into the Jewish church, and was afterward applied by

our Saviour, to signify the initiating of the heathen into the Christian church ; so

it was designed to be no longer in use, than till Christianity should be generally

embraced ; and consequently we, being a Christian nation, are not obliged to submit

to it, since we are supposed to adhere to the doctrines of Christianity, and it is

needless to signify our adherence by this ordinance. It was upon this account that

Socinus, and some of his followers, denied the baptism not only of infants, but

of all others who were supposed to be Christians.—Now, as to the first part of this

objection, that baptism does not signify the same thing when it is administered in

the name of Christ, as when administered in the name of the Father,—this is

founded on a supposition, that the Son has not a right to the same honour which

is due to the Father. But this ought to be proved, and not taken for granted.

It altogether sets aside the consideration that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

are co-ordinately represented, as. the objects of this solemn dedication. This, on

the Anti-trinitarian hypothesis, tends very much to derogate from the Father's

glory ; for God might as well have ordained, that we should have been baptized in

his name, together with the name of any of his pi-ophets and apostles who were ap-

pointed to be his ministers in revealing his will to us, as in the name of the Son

and Spirit, unless they are accounted worthy of having an honour infinitely superior

given to them. Again, when it is supposed that our professed subjection to Christ in

baptism, is nothing else but our consent to be governed by those laws which he has

given us in the gospel, and is compared to that declaration of subjection to the law

of Moses which was made in the baptism of the Israelites unto Moses,—this sup-

poses that Christ is only a Lawgiver, that to be a Christian, is nothing else

but to be professedly a member of a society which goes under the Christian name,

t I Cor. i. 12—16. u 1 Cor. x. 2.
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and that to ' put on Christ,' is not to consecrate or devote ourselves to him as a

divine Person. Tliis is a very low idea of Christianity. The character of a Chris-

tian does not imply so much, when assumed by an Anti-trinitarian, as when as-

sumed by those who suppose that they are obliged to lionour Christ as they honour

the Father, or to submit to his government as truly and properly divine. A
Christian, however, is not merely one who is of Christ's party, in the same sense

as a Mahommedan, who adheres to the laws of Mahommed, is of his ; for Chris-

tianity involves an obligation to perform those religious duties of trust, universal

obedience, and love, which are due to Christ as a divine Person. As to the sup-

position, that, baptism being an ordinance of proselytism to the Christian faith, a

Christian nation is not obliged to submit to it, this is directly contrary to

what our Saviour says, in the words immediately following the institution of the

ordinance, ' Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world ;'^ that is,

' You may expect my presence with you in administering this ordinance, as well as

in preaching the gospel, not only during the first age of the church, till Christian-

ity shall triumph in the world, but as long as there shall be a society of Christians

in it.'
' Even in fact, if Christianity were nothing more than a public declaration

of our obligation to adhere to the laws of Christ, it does not follow, that, because

we are born in a Christian nation, such a public declaration is no longer necessary.

But since, as was formerly observed, more than this is implied in it, namely, our

professed subjection to Christ, in a religious way, as a divine Person, the baptis-

mal obligation extends much farther than to our being called Christians, and ar-

gues the necessity of our observing this ordinance, as long as Christ is the object

of faith, or to be acknowledged as the Prophet, Priest, and King of his church,

and, as such, the object of religious worship,—in other words, to the end of the

world.

3. Divine worship is due to Christ, as he is the object of faith. We are to

depend upon whatever he has revealed, as a matter of infallible verity ; otherwise

the faith of the church, especially under the New Testament dispensation, would

be built on an uncertain foundation. It will be objected, indeed, that whatever is

transmitted to us by divine inspiration, is infallibly true, though the instruments

made use of were not divine Persons. When we assert that what Christ delivered

was infallible, in a higher sense than this, we rather suppose than prove his deity.

The Anti-trinitarians will not deny, that what he imparted was infallibly true, and

therefore the object of faith ; but they suppose, at the same time, that whatever

was imparted to the world by the apostles and prophets, was equally true and in-

fallible. They hence infer that the inspired writers are the objects of faith, in the

same sense as our Saviour himself. Now I would not compare what was delivered

immediately by our Saviour, with what was ti'ansmitted by those who spake and
wrote by divine inspiration, or suppose that one was more infallibly true than the

other. That which I would principally insist on, when I speak of Christ as the

object of faith, whereby he appears to be a divine Person, is that we are obliged,

not only to yield an assent to what lie has taught us, but also to place a firm reli-

ance on him, or trust in him, for all we expect in order to make us completely

happy. In this sense we are to understand the apostle's words, when he says, 'I

know whom I have believed,' or trusted, ' and I am persuaded that he is able to

keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.'y This is such a

faith, as no creature is the object of. Trust in man is prohibited, and called a de-

parture from God. ' Cursed be the man,' says the prophet, ' that trusteth in man,'*

or, by a parity of reason in any other creature, * and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose heart ' herein ' departeth from the Lord.' Trust is such an act of faith as

is appropriated to a divine Person. And I cannot but observe that, when Christ

is represented as the object of trust, there is something peculiar in the mode of

speaking, which is never applied to any creature. His worshippers are said to 'be-

lieve in him.' Thus he says, ' Ye believe in God, believe also in me.'* Here he

X Matth. xxviii. 20. y 2 Tim. i. 12. z Jer. xvii. 3.

a John xiv. 1. Creatures are said to be believed. Our Saviour, speaking concerning John the Bap-
tist, ill Mark xi. 31. says, ' Why did re not believe him ?' hart »vt evm nr4rrtvr»ri avry; And, in Acts
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commands his people to believe in him in such a way that their faith is accom-

panied with other graces, and argues him to be a divine Person.

4. Christ is the object of supreme love and universal obedience, •which also

are acts of religious worship. The former respects him as our chief good and
happiness ; the latter, as our undoubted Sovereign and Proprietor. We do not

say that a person's having a right to be obeyed, or loved, or trusted, in a limited

degree, argues him to be a divine Person ; but when these graces are to be exer-

cised in the highest degree, without any possibility of our going to excess in them,

and when the exercise of them is inseparably connected with salvation, as it is

often in scripture said to be, and when our not exercising them is declared to ex-

clude from salvation, I cannot but conclude that they constitute religious worship.

And it is certain, that our Saviour is often represented, in scripture, as the object

of them.

5. The last thing that we shall consider, under this head, is, that he is the object

of prayer and praise. That these are parts of religious worship, needs no proof.

Some think, and the conjecture is not altogether improbable, that Christ's being

the object of prayer is intended in these words of the psalmist, ' Prayer also shall

be made for him continually.''' This text might as well be rendered, ' continually

made to him,' which agrees with what follows, 'and daily shall he be praised.*

That this psalm respects the Messiah, who had a right to more glory than Solomon,

appears from several things, which are said in it concerning him. I will not, how-

ever, insist on this ; as we have more evident proofs in other scriptures. It is also

foretold concerning him, that 'to him,' for so the words ought to be rendered,

'shall the Gentiles seek.'*' This mode of speaking is frequently used, to signify

our addressing ourselves to a divine Person with prayer and supplication, for the

supply of our wants. But we have yet more evident proofs in the New Testament.

The Syrophenician woman's prayer, which was directed to him, was, indeed, short,

but very comprehensive: 'Have mercy on me, Lord, thou Son of David. '^

Again, ' She came and worshipped him, saying, Lord help me.'" Her act of reli-

gious worship was commended by our Saviour, and her prayer answered. Again,

can we suppose any other than an act of religious worship to be contained in the

petition of the man who solicited him to cast the devil out of his son, who said,

with tears, ' Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief?'^ We are to understand

that he desired that his unbelief should be removed, not in an objective way, by

our Saviour's giving him more convincing arguments to confirm his faith, but by

a powerful access to his heart, as the Author and Finisher of faith, which is the

peculiar gift of God. Accordingly, he is considered as a divine Person, by those

who thus address him.

We shall conclude by giving a few instances of short prayers directed to Christ,

together with doxologies, or ascriptions of praise, in which he is sometimes joined

with the Father and Holy Ghost, and the scope of which proves him to be a divine

Person. The apostle Paul thus concludes his epistles :
' The grace of our Lord

Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen ;'s ' The* grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be

with your spirit ;''^ ' The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit.'' Each is a short

and comprehensive prayer directed to Christ, that he would bestow on them all

those graces which are necessary to their salvation, and that his grace may so

govern and influence their spirits, as to fit them for his service. This supposes

him to be the God and Giver of all grace. Again, Paul offers a prayer to the

three Persons in the Godhead :
' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love

of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.'*' He here

desires that they would communicate those blessings which accompany salvation,

viii. 12. the Samnritans believed Philip, friffrivrxv rm *iXi'r*u; and, in John v. 46. Moses is de-

sciiheii MS a person who ought to be believed :
' Had ye believed Moses.' &e. says our Saviour. i< y«j

t^nTTiufri M«<rj) Hut it is never said that a creature is believed in. This was Augustin'.s ohserva-

tion : he s;i\s,'lii Expo.sit. Evangel. Johaii. Tract. 29 " 'I'hough we may be said to believe Paul

and Pf tcr, yet we are never said to believi' in them." But as for our Saviour, we are not only to

believe him, !iiunelv, what he has spoken, but trir-riuin m aurtv, 'to believe in him.

b Psal. Ixxii. 13. ' c I«a. \i. 10. d .Matt. xv. 22. e Verse 25.

t .Mark ix. 24. g See 1 Cor. xvi. 23; Phil. iv. 2:^; I Thess. v. 28; 2 Thess. iii. 18.

h Pl.ilein. 25. i 2 'lim. iv. 22. k 2 Cor. xiii. 14.
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by wliich the divine perfections, and in particular the personal glory of the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost, are demonstrated ; and herein the Son is as much consi-

dered the object of prayer as the Father, and consequently is proved to be a divine

Person. AVe may add those doxologies in which praise is given to Christ ; and

•which also exhibit him as the object of divine worship. Thus, Peter, speaking of

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, says, ' To him be glory, both now and for

ever. Amen ;'^ and Jude says, * Unto him that is able to keep you from falling,

and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both

now and for ever. Amen.'"* Here it is plain that he ascribes this divine glory to

Jesus Christ ; for he had spoken of him in the immediately preceding context

:

' Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus unto eternal life,'" tliat is, for that

mercy which shall preserve us unto eternal life, and shall then confer that life

upon us. This, with a small variation of the phrase, is the sense of those words,
* Keeping us from falling, and presenting us faultless before the presence of his

glorv.' The very same thing Christ is elsewhere expressly said to do, namely, ' to

present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any

such thing, but that it should be holy, and without blemish.'" He presents it to

his own view, as taking a survey of his workmanship, when brought to perfection,

just as God is said to have taken a view of all things that he had made at first,

when he pronounced them good ;P and, when he has thus taken a survey of his

church, or presented it to himself, he presents it to the view of the whole world of

angels and men, causing them, as it is said, exceeding joy. This makes it plainly

appear that our Saviour is the Person of whom Jude speaks. And that he is so,

is agreeable also to what follows. He is there called, as he is elsewhere, ' God our

Saviour ;'i which is a character corresponding with the name by which he was
most known, namely, 'Jesus.' Another doxology we have in Rev. i. 4—6, 'Grace

be unto you, and peace from Jesus Christ,' &c. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood ; and hath made us kings and priests

unto God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen,'
There are two places more, in which, to me, it seems more than probable, that

doxologies are directed to Christ. The first of these is 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16, ' Who is

the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; who only

hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto ; whom
no man hath seen, or can see ; to whom be honour and power everlasting, Amen.'
All allow that nothing greater can be said of God than is here spoken. Hence,

the only thing denied by the Arians is, that this is applied to any but the Father.

But to me, it seems very obvious that it is spoken of Christ ; because he is men-
tioned immediately before. Thus, in the thirteenth verse, it is said, ' I give thee

charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus,

who, before Pontius Pilate, witnessed a good confession ;'" that thou keep this

commandment without spot, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
in his times he shall show ; who is the blessed and only Potentate,' &c. Here by
' his times' is meant that season in which his glory shall shine most brightly,

—

when, what he witnessed before Pontius Pilate, namely, that he was the Son of

God, he will demonstrate in the highest degree, and when he will eminently appear

to have a right to that glory which the apostle ascribes to him. The other scrip-

ture, in which a glorious doxology is addressed to Christ, is 1 Tim. i. 17, ' Now
unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.' A late learned writer,^ without assigning anj

reason, puts this among those scriptures which he applies to the Father. Tho

1 2 Pet. iii. 18. m Jude 24, 25. n Verse 21. o Eph. v. 27.

p Gen i. 31. q Tit. ii. 10, 13.

r The words are, uuirier rov Quu nu ^uewiovtTot ra watyra xai x^imv Infau. Here xmi seems to

be exegetical, according to the rule laid down in Note on Tit. ii. 13, to Proof of Christ's Deity

from his TitU-s; and therefore I would render the words. 'God, even Jesus Christ, who quickei»«

eth all things.' And, it this l)e a just rendering, the Father is not mentioned in the context; aixl

therefore this doxology is not ascribed to him, but to our Saviour.

s See Dr. Clarke's Scripture-doctrine, pp. 58. 77.
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contest, however, seems to direct us to apply it to the Son, who is spoken of in

the foregoing verses thus, ' I thank Jesus Christ our Lord, who counted me faith-

ful, putting me into the ministry ;'* ' The grace of our Lord was exceeding abun-
dant,'" <fcc. ;

' Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ;'== ' Howbeit, for

this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all

long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life

everlasting. '> Having thus mentioned the great things which Christ did for him,

it is natural to suppose that the apostle would take occ'asion to ascribe glory to

him. This accordingly he does in the words immediately following, ' Now unto
the King eternal, immortal,' &c.

Having considered the argument for Christ's deity taken from divine worship

being ascribed to him, we shall proceed to observe the methods used by the Anti-

trinitarians to evade it. Some of the Socinians, as though there were no scriptures

which speak of him as the object of religious worship, have peremptorily denied

that it is due to him ; and have thought very hardly of their brethren who were of

a different opinion, as if they were involved in the common guilt of idolatry, which
they suppose his worshippers to have been chargeable with. This occasioned warm
debates in Transylvania and Poland, where Socinianism most prevailed towards the

close of the sixteenth century.^ Indeed, the method of reasoning made use of by
those who denied that he was the object of worship, though it tended more to his

dishonour, yet it carried in it a greater consistency with the Socinian scheme of

doctrine, than the opinion of those who, while they viewed him as an object of wor-

ship, denied his divinity. As for the Arians, they do not expressly deny him to

be the object of worship, but rather deviate from the true sense of the word, when
they maintain his right to it. They speak of great honours that are to be ascribed

to him, by which one would almost be ready to conclude that they reckoned him a
divine Person. But when these honours are compared with those that are due to

the Father, we very plainly discover that they mean nothing more by them than

what, in consistency with their own scheme, may be rendered to a creature. Thus
a late writer,''^ in his explanation of the text, • That all men should honour the Son,

even as they honour the Father,'*' plainly discovers his sense of divine worship, as

due to our Saviour, to be very remote from that which is defended by those who
maintain his proper deity. He says :

" The meaning is not that the Son's authority

should, like that of the Father, be looked upon as underived, absolute, supreme,

and independent ; but that as the Jews already believed in God, so they should

also believe in Christ; as they already honoured God the Father, so they should

also for the future, honour the Son of God,—honour him, as having all judgment
committed unto him,—honour him, to the honour of the Father, which sent him,

—

acknowledge him to be God, to the glory of the Father." This is a very low idea

of divine honour ; for it is as much as to say, that as the Father is to be honoured

as God, so there is a degree of honour which he has conferred on the Son, infin-

itely below that which is due to himself, but yet called divine, because it is given

him by a divine warrant. Whether, in this sense, an angel might not have had a

warrant to receive divine honour, I leave any one to judge. Indeed, nothing is con-

tained in this sense, but what tends rather to depreciate than to advance the glory

of Christ. But that we may better understand how far the Arians allow that re-

ligious worship may be given to our Saviour, as well as that we may take occasion

to defend that right to divine worship whic'h we have proved to be due to him, we
shall briefly consider, and endeavour to make some reply to several objections.

To what has been stated, that a riglit to religious worship is founded only in a
person's having the perfections of the divine nature, and that our Saviour's having

this right is an argument that he is truly and properly God, equal with the Father,

it is objected, that if God commands us to worship a creature, we are bound to obey

t 1 Tim. i. 12. u Verse 14, x Verse 15. y Verse 16.

z The ( hiuf opposers of Christ's being tlie object of worship, were Jacobus Paleologus, Francis-

cus Davidis, Christianus Ftankeii, Simon Budnrpus. On the other hand, it was defended by Socinus,

and several others, though not in the same sense in which we maintain it.

« See Dr. Clarke's Scripture-doctrine, pagi- 132. b John v. 23.
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liim,—that, without considering any right which is founded in his nature, we are,

by divine direction, or in obedience to a command given us for that purpose, to

give divine worship to Christ,—and that evidence of such a command having been

given, is contained in the text, * When be bringeth in the first-begotten into the

world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him,'*^ which supposes that

they did not worship him before, nor would have done so afterwards, without this

divine intimation. Now, as to our yielding obedience to a divine command, provided

God should require us to give divine worship to a creature, we do not deny that

all the divine commands are to be obeyed. Yet this supposition is groundless ; it

is, in effect, to suppose what can never be ; for God cannot command us to worship

a creature, any more than he can discharge us from an obligation to worship him-
self. We might as well say, that if God should cease to exist, he would cease to

be the object of worship ; or if a created being had divine perfection, he would
have a right to equal honour with God ; as to say that it is warrantable for us to

pay divine worship to a creature ; for each of these is to suppose a thing which is

in itself impossible. This will farther appear, from what was formerly said in ex-

planation of the nature of religious worship. Adoration is a saying to a person who
is the object of it, ' Thou hast divine perfections,' and to say this to a creature, is

contrary to truth ; and certainly, the God of truth can never give us a warrant to

say that which is false. And if we consider worship as an addressing of ourselves

to him whom we worship, in such a way as becomes a God, he cannot give us a
warrant to render it to a creature ; for that would be to divest himself of his glory ;

it would also disappoint our expectations, by causing us to put our trust in one who
cannot save us ; and it would place us among those who are justly reproved, as
' having no knowledge, who pray unto a god that cannot save.'*^ We must con-

clude, therefore, that since God cannot give his gloi-y to another, he cannot, as is

supposed in the objection, give any warrant to us to pay divine worship to a crea-

ture. As for the scripture referred to, in which God commanded the angels to

worship our Saviour when he brought him into the world, it is not to be supposed
that he had no right to divine worship before his incarnation. If he be a divine

Person, as the scriptures assert him to be, the angels, doubtless, adored him as

such before. The only new discovery which was made to them, when he came in-

to the world, was, that the second Person in the Godhead was now God incarnate.

This instance of infinite condescension was to be considered as a motive to excite

their adoration, but not as the formal reason of it. We are, on the same principle,

sometimes commanded to adore and magnify God, for the visible displays of his

divine perfections in his works. Thus the psalmist says, ' that men would praise

the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men I'

•

In many other scriptures, also, the works of God are represented as a means or

motive to excite our worship or adoration. Yet the divine perfections, which are

displayed or rendered visible in them, are the great foundation or reason of wor-
ship. We worship God because he is infinitely perfect ; though from the visible

display of his perfections we take occasion to worship him. In this sense we un-

derstand the worship given to Christ by the angels, when brouglit into the world.

They took occasion from this amazing instance of his condescension, to adore

those perfections which induced the Son of God to take the human nature into

union with his divine ;—not that they supposed his right to divine worship was
founded in that event.

It is further objected that, as our worshipping Christ includes the ascribing of all

that glory to him which is his due, it is enough for us, when we worship him, to

confess that he has an excellency above the angels, or that he is the best of all

created beings, as well as the most honourable, and the greatest blessing to man-
kind,—that he was sent of God to instruct us, as a Prophet, in the way of salvation,

to intercede for us as a Priest, and to give laws to us as a King,—and that he has

done all this faithfully, and with great compassion to us. These things, and
whatever else he does for the advantage of mankind, may, it is said, and ought to

be, acknowledged to his praise as a debt due to him, and constitute him the object

c Heb. i. 6. d Iia. xlv. 20. e P^al. cvii. 8.
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of worship ;
yet we are not to give liim that glory which is due to the Father, as

though he were a Person truly and properly divine. Now, while it is agreed, that

that glory which is due to him, is to be ascribed ; we humbly conceive, that the

ascribing to a person of that honour which he has a right to, unless we suppose it

to be divine, is not religious worship ; or that to confess that those works which
he has done are wonderful, and of great advantage to mankind, unless we suppose

them to be such as none but a Person who has the divine nature can perform, is

no instance of adoration. Yet all those works which the Arians ascribe to him,

may, according to their opinion, be performed by a finite being ; else they must
allow the arguments which have been founded on them, to prove his proper deity.

Again, if the works which are ascribed to him be considered as properly divine, as

they are represented to be in scripture, it must not be concluded that he is to be

adored, as performing them ; but we are rather to take occasion .from them, as was
formerly observed, to adore those divine perfections which are evinced by them, and
which render him the object of worship. The works of God are motives to induce

us to worship him, and not the formal reason of worsliip. When, in the first com-

mandment, God lays claim to divine honour, or obliges the Israelites ' to have no

other gods before him, because he brought them out of the land of Egypt,' their

deliverance, indeed, is to be considered as a motive to worship, but it is the divine

power exerted in the deliverance, which was properly the object of worship. So iu

Psal. cxxxvi. 1, we are commanded to ' give thanks to the Lord, whose mercy endureth

for ever ;' and in the following verses, there is a particular mention made of some
glorious works which God had done :

' Who alone doth great wonders ; who, in

wisdom, made the lieavens, and stretched out the earth ; who made the sun to rule by
day, and the moon by night, ' &c. These and several other works there mentioned,

are all considered as motives to excite our adoration ; but his being ' Jehovah, the

God of gods, and Lord of lords,' as he is called in the first, second, and third

verses, is the great foundation of his right to worship. This character is in itself

infinite ; whereas his works are only the effects of infinite power, and so only a de-

monstration of his right to divine glory. Now, to apply this to those works which are

done by our Saviour,—if we suppose them, as we ought, to be properly divine, they

are to be considered only as evincing his right to divine honour, or as demonstrat-

ing his possession of that true deity which alone constitutes him the object of divine

worship.

But some Arians proceed a little farther, when they speak of Christ as the object

of worship, and allow that honours, truly divine, may be given to him. Yet this,

they say, does not prove him to be God equal with the Father ; for he is herein

considered only as the Father's representative, on whom the worship which is

offered immediately to him, must be supposed to terminate ; as when an ambassa-
dor, who represents the prince that sent him, is considered as sustaining the

character of representative, and receives some honour which otherwise he would
have no right to, or rather is honoured as personating liim whom he represents.

Now, whatever may be said to be done by an ambassador, as representing the

prince who sent him, there is always something in the manner of his address, or in

the honours ascribed to him, which denotes liim to be no more than a subject; and
it would be strongly resented, sliould he assume that honour to himself which is

due to his master. Our Saviour, therefore, were he not a divine Person, but only

the Father's representative, could not have a right to claim that divine honour
whicli is ascribed to him. Nor have we any foundation in scripture to distinguish

between a supreme and a subordinate worship, or a worship given to a person whicli

docs not terminate in him, but in another whom he represents. If there be any
apparent foundation for this distinction, it must be sought in those expressions in

which Christ is represented as Mediator, as acting in the Father's name, and as

not seeking his own glory, but the glory of him that sent him, or as refei-ring all

the honour which is given to him as Mediator to the Father. Now, when our
Saviour uses such a mode of speaking, he disclaims any right to divine honour due
to him as a man ; in which capacity he received a commission from the Father,

and acted in his name. But when the honour of a divine person is given to him
as God, though considered as Mediator, he is to be looked upon, not as represent-
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ing the Father, or as transferring the divine glory which he receives to the Father,

but as having the same right to it as the Father lias, inasmuch as he has the same
divine nature. We cannot, on any other supposition, account for those modes of

speaking, frequent in scripture, in which the glory of a divine person is ascribed to

him, without restriction or limitation.

Another objection against the argument for Christ's deity from his being the

object of divine worship, is taken from his having refused to have one of the divine

perfections ascribed to him, and having directed the person who gave it to asfcribe

it to the Father. ' He said unto him. Why callest thou me good? there is none
good but one, that is God.'^ These words the Anti-trinitarians understand in a
sense as if he had said, ' There is but one Person who is good, as goodness is pro-

perly a divine attribute ; and that is the Father.' They hence infer that he alone

is the object of that worship which consists in ascribing to him the perfections of

the divine nature ; in which sense we have before supposed religious worship to be

understood. Now, as to our Saviour's words, ' There is none good but one,

that is God,' they are doubtless to be understood in the same sense as all other

scriptures which deny a plurality of gods, in opposition to the principles and prac-

tice of idolaters. But it does not follow that the Father is the only Person who is

God, or the object of divine worship. This has already been considered; so that

all I shall reply to this part of the objection is, that the word ' God' is sometimes
taken for the Godhead, without a particular restriction or limitation to either Father,

Son, or Holy Spirit, and may be equally applied to them all. In this sense it is

to be taken, when the being of a God is demonstrated by the light of nature ; as

when, from the effects of the divine power, we argue that there is a God, who is

the Creator of all things. But this cannot, if we have no other light to guide us

but that of nature, be applied to the Father as a distinct Person in the Godhead

;

for the distinction between the divine Persons is a matter of pure revelation.

Hence all that our Saviour intends by the expression in question is, that no one
has a right to have divine perfections ascribed to him, but he who has a divine

nature ; and whether they be meant of the Father, Sou, or Holy Ghost, he is de-

nominated, ' The one only living and true God.' It follows, that when such modes
of speaking are used in scripture, though the Father be called the one or only God,
the Son is not, as a late judicious writer well observes, excluded.^ As to that part

of the objection which concerns our Saviour's blaming the man for calling him
good, there are two senses given of it. One is taken from a different reading of

the words, namely, 'Why dost thou ask me concerning good?'^' But it will not

f Matt. xix. 17.

g See Dr. Waterland's defence of the divinity of Christ, Serm. iv. page 127, et seq., where he
proves, that the exclusive terms 'one,' 'only,' &c do not except the Son. so as to deny him to
have the same Godhead with the Father. This he proves from several scriptures, namely, Matt,
xi. 27, * No one knoueth the Son, but the Father ; nor any one the Father, save the Son,' from
which it does not follow, that the Father does not know himself, nor the Son himself. And wher
it is said, in 1 Cor. ii. 11,' The things of God knoweth no one, hut the Spirit of God,' the Son is

not excluded ; for to suppose this « ould contradict the scripture hut now mentioned. On the same
prin<i|)le, the Son only knowing the Father does not exclude the Holy Ghost; for that would be
contrary to the scripture last quoted. So in Rev. xix. 12, it is said, that the Son ' had a name
written, which no one knew but he himself.' Now no one ever thought that the Father was excluded
by this exclusive term. So when God the Father saith, in Isa. xliv. 24, ' I am he that niaketh all

things, that stretcheth forth the heavens alone, that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself,' the
w ords u ould contradict many other scriptures, which speak of the Son as the Creator of all things,

if he were to be excluded b> it. Again, when the psalmist saith, concerning the Father, in PsaU
Ixxxiii. 18, that 'his name alone is Jehovah,' we must set aside all those scriptures in which our
Saviour is called Jehovah, if he is excluded by this passage. See more to this purpose in the sai<l

Sermon ; in which this argument is managed with a great deal of judgment. 1 shall farther take
leave only to cite w hat is well observed in page 133. " That, perhaps, the word ' God,' in

those places, namely, such in which there are these exclusive terms, is to be understood in the in-

definite sense, abstracting from the particular consideration of this or that person, in like muiner as
the word 'Man' often stands not tor any particula-- human per>on, but the whole species, or hu-
man nature ; as when we si\, "Man is frail; ' ' Man is mortal.' or the like.''

h T/ fi.t i^uraf •rij( tou ayttiau. Ueza speaks of two or three ot the most ancient copies in which
this reading is tounil. Gioiius also adheres to it, troin the credit, as he sa\s, of the most ancient
and correct copies. It is also observed, tliat the vulgar Latin version renders it so ; iind Augus-
tin read it so in the copy that he made use of. And whereas the evangelists, Mark and Luke,
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be much to our purpose either to defend or disprove this reading, since Mark and

Luke read it, ' Why callest thou me good ?
' Passing this over, therefore, and

supposing that it ought to be read as we generally do, the common answer which

is given to the objection founded on it is, that our Saviour considers the man as

ascribing a divine perfection to him whom, at the same time, he concluded to be

no more than a creature. Hence his words are as if he had said, ' Either first

acknowledge me to be a divine Person, or else do not ascribe divine honours to me

;

for then, by consequence, thoumightest as well ascribe them to any other creature.'

By the same method of reasoning, had he conversed with any Anti-trinitarian, in

his day, who had given divine worship to him, and yet denied his proper deity, he

would have reproved him for his mistake, arising from an erroneous conscience, as

much as he does the man, whom he reproves, in the same sense, for styling hira

'good.' That Christ does not exclude himself from having a right to this divine

perfection, is evident from those several scriptures, formerly referred to, which as-

cribe perfections to him that are equally divine; for he who has a right to one

divine perfection, has a right to all. Besides, he styles himself, ' The good Shep-

herd,''—a title which certainly imports as much as the expression, ' good Master,'

used by the man referred to. And that his being the good Shepherd argues him
to be the Fountain of blessedness, which is certainly a divine perfection, is evident

;

because he speaks of himself as communicatively good in the highest sense: ' I

give unto them,' namely, my sheep, ' eternal life.'^

The Divinity of the Holy Spirit.

Having proved the deity of the Son, we proceed to consider that of the Holy
Ghost. Here we are obliged to oppose the Socinians and the Arians, though in differ-

ent respects. The Socinians seem to be divided in their sentiments on this subject.

Some of them consider the Holy Ghost no otherwise than as a divine power ; and
they call him Virtus Dei, or the divine energy, or power of acting, and seem to

deny his distinct personality, as the Sabellians do that of the Son and Spirit.

Others of them, convinced that there is sufficient proof of his personality in scrip-

ture, deny his deity, supposing him to be no other than a created ministering

Spirit.^ As for the Arians, the council at Nice was f-o much employed in defending

the deity of our Saviour, by proving him to have the same essence with the Father,

that the doctrine of the consubstantiality of the Holy Ghost did not come to

be discussed. This doctrine, however, is universally denied by those who adhere

to the Arian scheme. It is true that, as they do not question his personality, so they

allow that he has many glories ascribed to him, and agree in words with the scrip-

ture account of his character ; but they are, notwithstanding, far from asserting

his proper deity, any more than that ot the Son.

We have already proved him to be a distinct Person.™ Nothing, therefore, re-

mains, but that we consider him as having a divine nature. In discussing this

subject, we shall draw our arguments from the same sources as when we proved
the divinity of the Son, namely, from those divine names, attributes, works, and
worship, which are ascribed to him. Wo liave no occasion, however, to insist on

the proof of the proposition, that he who is thus described is (Jod ; for we have done

that already under each class of arguments in defence of our Saviour's deity. We
need only consider the arguments as api)lied to the Holy Ghost. And,

read it, 'Why callest thou me good?' lie cndrHvouis to rtcoiKile this different reading therewith,

supposing there was a seeming contradiction lietwten thi m. This he might bettir have done, by

referring to some copies which had it, as we read it, ' Why callest thou me good ?" and as he has not

done so, it is probable he saw none which so rendered it in his time. Vid. Augustin. de Consensu
Evang. lib. ii. cap. 63. It is thus translated also in the ancient Hebrew version of the gospel of

Matthew.
i John X. 14. k Ver. 28.

1 In this they agree "ith those who were formerly called Macedonians, from Macedonius, bishop

of Constantinople, who lived about the middle of the fourth century, and who entertained such sen-
timents ol the Holy Ghost, and had a considerable party that adhered to him, who were also called

PneuniHtuinai'hi.

m See puges [53, 154.
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I. It appears that lie is (Jod, equal with tlie Father and Son, from the same

divine names being given to him which are given to tliem.

1. He is called 'God,' without any thing tending to detract or diminish from the

proper sense of the word ; or he is called so in the same manner as when the name
is applied to the Father or the Son. Thus, ' Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan

filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto

God.'° Here he is not oulj called 'God,' but put in opposition to the creature.

The words are as if the apostle had said, ' Thou hast endeavoured to deceive him
by whom I am inspired, which is a greater crime than if thou hadst lied to me
only.' It is objected, however, that it is not the Holy Ghost who is here called

' God,' but the Father, In defence of this sense of the text, it is supposed that,

though the lie was immediately designed to deceive the apostles, or the Holy
Ghost, by whom they were known to be inspired, yet it was interpreted by God the

Father, as an attempt to impose upon him through the medium of his ministers
;

for, in the character of ministers, the objectors regard not only the apostles, but

also the Holy Spirit. Accordingly they thus argue : He who does any thing

against God's ministers, to wit, the Father's, may be said to do the same against

him. Here they refer to some scriptures which, they think, give countenance to

their argument,—namely, Eiod. xvi. 8, where Moses tells the Israelites, when
they murmured against him, ' Your murmurings are not against us, but against

the Lord;' 1 Sam. viii. 7, where God says to Samuel, speaking concei'ning the

Israelites, 'They have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me;' the words of

our Saviour to his disciples, ' He that heareth you heareth me ; and he that de-

spiseth you, despiseth me ; and he that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent

me;'P 1 Thess. iv. 8, ' He that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath

also given unto us his Holy Spirit. 'i Now, how plausible soever this objec-

tion may seem to be, yet, if duly considered, it will not appear sufficient to over-

throw the argument we are maintaining. It is true, indeed, that what is done
against any one who acts by a commission, as a servant to another, is inteipreted

as done against him who gives him the commission. He, for example, who affronts

a judge, or an ambassador, afl'ronts the king whom he represents; or if an inferior

servant is ill treated, in delivering a message from his master, there is alwajs sup-

posed to be a reflection on him who sent him. But I humbly conceive, this can-

not be applied, as it is in the objection, to Ananias, 'not lying unto men, but unto

God.' To make this appear, let it be considered, that here are two terms of dis-

tinction ; and these respect either God tlie Father and the apostles, or God the

Father and the Holy Ghost, or God the Holy Ghost and the apostles. Now God
the Father cannot be said here to be distinguished from the apostles, so as to give

countenance to this phrase, ' Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God;' because
it is said, in the foregoing verse, that ' they had lied to the Holy Ghost.' If the

Holy Ghost had not been mentioned, indeed, there might have been more ground
to conclude, tliat Peter distinguished himself from God the Father, or intimated
that Ananias, in attempting to deceive him, attempted to deceive God who sent

him. But even then the passage would not have fully corresponded with the sense

of those scriptures wliich are quoted by the objectors as of a similar character. For
though he M'ho despises a servant, despise.s him who sent him, and he who despises

a minister, when he is preaching the gospel, or despises the message which he
brings, may be said to despise God, whose message it is ; yet it does not follow

that, if a person design to impose, in other respects, upon a minister, he imposes
upon God who sent him. He may not disown the divine authority, or commission,
which the minister has to preach the gospel, and yet may conclude that he can
deceive him,—though he is sensible that he cannot deceive God, who knoweth aU
things. Again, let us consider whether God the Father be here distinguished from
the Holy Ghost. To suppose this would make the passage say, 'Thou hast lied

to the Holy Ghost, wherein thou hast not lied to man, but to God, namely, the

o Acts V. 3, 4. p Luke x. 16. q See Woltzogeti, and other Sociniati writers, in loc.

atid Ur. Clarke's Scripturf-doi'triiif, pogc 13, where he inserts this among those scriptures; in all

which he supposes that the word 'Goii' is applied to the Father.
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Father.' Now, had the apostle designed to distinguish the Holy Ghost from the

Father, and bj doing so to deny his deity, he ought to have expressed himself

thus: ' Thou hast not lied unto the Holy Ghost, but unto God.' This would ef-

fectually have determined him not to have been God, and removed any suspicion

that by the expression, ' Thou hast not lied unto men,' we were to understand the

apostles. Or if it be objected, that to have said this would have been contrary to

fact, since Ananias lied both to the apostles and to the Holy Ghost, the words

might have been, ' Thou hast not lied to the Holy Ghost, or to men, that is, not

to them only ; but thou hast, interpretatively> in lying to them, lied unto God,
namely the Father.' Had Peter expressed himself thus, the sense would have been
plain and obvious, in favour of the Anti-trinitarians, as well as agreeable to their

interpretation of the texts quoted in their objection. But as the words are not so,

we must conclude that in this text there is no other distinction than between God
the Holy Ghost and the apostles. Accordingly, the sense is very plain and natural

;

and is as if the apostle had said, ' Thou hast endeavoured to deceive me, who am
under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Ghost, which is a greater crime than

if thou hadst only lied to me, at a time when this honour was not conferred upon
me ; for thou hast committed a double crime,—thou hast not only lied to me,
which thou ouglitest not to have done, but thou hast lied to the Holy Ghost, and,

in so doing, hast not lied unto men, but unto God.' Hence, it is said, that, Ana-
nias and his wife had agreed together to tempt the Holy Ghost. '*" What is called

'a lying to him,' in one verse, is styled 'a tempting him' in another. This, then,

seems to be a plain and easy sense of the words, which any unprejudiced reader

would be inclined to accede to. And as scripture is written to instruct the most
injudicious Christians, as well as others, I cannot conceive that modes of

speaking would be used in it, especially in a matter of so great importance as this,

which have a tendency to lead persons out of the way, by deviating from the com-
mon sense of words, and which, in this case, might induce some, by adhering to

the most proper sense, to acknowledge the Holy Ghost to be God, if he were not so.

In another scripture the Holy Ghost is called, ' The God and the Rock of Israel.'*

Now, by comparing the passage with the foregoing and following words, it seems

very evident that it is applied to him. It is said in the context, ' The Spirit of the

Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.' Then we have an account of

what he said: ' He that ruleth over man must be just,' &c. It cannot, with

any colour of reason, be supposed that there is more than one Person here intended,

who spake to the prophet. And as this Person is called not only 'the God,' but

also 'the Rock of Israel,' he is plainly intimated to be the almighty God of Israel;

for that, in other scriptures, is the sense of the metaphor, ' a rock, ' when applied to God.
Again, it is said, ' Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the

Spirit of God dwelleth in you ?'' Here it must be observed, that their being called the

temple of G od, who is said to dwell in them, denotes the inhabitant to be a divine Per-

son ; for a temple, according to the known acceptation of the word, always implies a
deity, and so is called the house of God. Now, he who dwelt in them, and on
account of whose dwelling in them they are called his temple, is expressly said to be
the Spirit of God ; and the passage corresponds with what is said concerning him
elsewhere, ' Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which,'

or who, ' is in you ?' "

2. In further proof of the Holy Spirit's deity, we observe that he is called, ' Lord.'

This seems very evident from Isa. vi. 8, 0, ' And I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I,

send me. And lie said. Go, and tell this people. Hear ye, indeed, but understand

not,' &c. Here the person sending speaks both in the singular number and the

plural, ' Whom shall I send, and who will go for us ?' By the former expression,
' Whom shall I send ?' ho evinces his divinity, as having a right to give a commis-
sion to the prophets, to declare his mind and will to man ; and this right, as will

be observed in a following section, none but a divine Person possesses. By the

latter, ' Who shall go for us ?' he includes himself among the Persons in the God-

r Acts V. 9. s 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. t 1 Cor. iii. 16. u Chap. vi. 19.
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head ; for, as has before been observed, when God is represented as speaking in

the plural number, a Trinity of Persons seems to be intended. But that whicli we
principally consider is, that the Holy Ghost is here called ' Lord.' This appears
from what the apostle says in Acts xxviii. 25, 2G, * Well spake the Holy Ghost,

by Esaias the prophet, unto our fathers, saying. Go unto this people, and say.

Hearing, yo shall liear, and shall not understand,' &c. It cannot be reasonably
objected, that the apostle refers only to the book of Isaiah, and not to this parti-

cular part of it. For though the words, ' Thus saith the Holy Ghost,' might be
used as a preface to any quotation from scripture, as all scripture is given by his in-

spiration, yet the message referred to by the apostle was not only transmitted by
Esaias to the church, but is distinguished from all the other things which the Spirit

of the Lord spake by him. It cannot be supposed, therefore, that the apostle,

when referring to this scripture, and saying, 'Well spake the Holy Ghost by him,'
means anything else than tlie Holy Gliost's giving him this commission. He, conse-

quently, who gave this commission, or spake thus to him, is the Holy Ghost ; who
is, in the foregoing words, called ' the Lord.'

In another scripture it is said, ' We are changed from glory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord ;' or, according to the margin, ' As by the Lord the Spirit.'*

This reading is certainly as proper as any other, and is, by some, preferred to all

others. The passage contains, therefore, at least a probable argument that the
Spirit is expressly called ' Lord.'^

II. The Holy Ghost appears to be God, from those divine attributes that are

ascribed to him.

1. He is eternal. In Heb. ix. 14. it is said, 'Christ, through the eternal Spirit,

offered himself, without spot, to God.' I am sensible that, according to the opinion

of many the phrase ' eternal Spirit ' here signifies Christ's eternal Godhead, which
is so called on account of the spirituality of its nature ; and that it is designed to

set forth the infinite value which the oblation he made of himself, in his human
nature, to God, received from the divine nature, to which it was united. Now
though this is a very great truth, yet there does not seem to be so great a propri-

ety in the expression, when ' the eternal Spirit ' is taken for the divine nature, as
when understood of the Holy Ghost. Christ may be said to have, by him, offered

himself, without spot, to God, as implying, that the unction which he received from
the Holy Ghost, was the means to preserve him from all sinful defilement,—on
which account his oblation was without blemish. Indeed it was no less necessary,

in order to his oblation being accepted, that it should be spotless, than that it

should be of infinite value. I must conclude, therefore, that it is the Holy Ghost
who is here called ' the eternal Spirit.' [See Note 2 T, p. 253.]

Moreover, his eternity may be evinced from his having created all things ; for

he who made the world and all finite things, wherewith time began, must have
been before them, and consequently from everlasting. By this, the eternity of
Christ was proved, under a foregoing Head ; and that the Holy Ghost made all

things, will be proved under our next argument.
2. His immensity, or omnipresence, is a further proof of his deity. This attribute

seems to be plainly affirmed of him in Psal. cxxxix. 7, ' Whither shall I go from
thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ?' The import of these

words is, there is no place where the Sjjirit is not. It is allowed by all, that they
describe the divine immensity in a very elegant manner. It is objected, indeed,

that one part of this verse is excgetical of the other ; and that the psalmist, by
' the Spirit,' intends nothing else but the presence of God. But it is equally pro-

bable, if not more so, that the Spirit is distniguished from the presence of God,
and consequently that he is a distinct Person in the Godhead. This interpreta-

tion does not make any strain upon the sense of the words ; for the Spirit, as has
been before observed,'' is often spoken of in scripture as a Person. It is not strange,

X 2 Cor. iii. 18.

y Several of the PostNiceiie Fnthers have taken the words, xaia*'.^ any Kv^ior Unv/narn, in the
sense, ' As by the Lord, the Spirit;' and, in particular, Basil, de Spirit. Sanct. ad AmDhiloc. cap.
21 and Chrysost. in loc.

z See Section on the Personality of the Holy Spirit.
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therefore, that ho should be mentioned as such in this text ; and, if he be spoken
of as a Person, it is beyond disDute that he is here proved to be a divine Person

3. His deitj farther appears from his omniscience. This perfection is ascribed to

him in 1 Cor. ii. 10, ' The Spirit searcheth all things ; yea, the deep things of

God.' To search, indeed, is a word used in condescension to our common mode of

speaking. We arrive at the knowledge of things by searching, or inquiry. But
this idea is to be abstracted from the word, when applied to God. For him to

search is to know all things. In this sense, the word is used in Psal. exxxix. 23,

24, ' Search me, God, and know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts ; and
see if there be any wicked way in me,' «fec. The word implies, not the manner of

his knowing, but the exquisiteness of his knowledge. In this sense we must un-
derstand it in the text in question ; for while the Spirit is said to search all things,

we have an account of the objects of his knowledge, namely, ' the deep things of

God.' Thus he knows all those things which were hid in the divine mind from all

eternity, and the infinite perfections of the divine nature, which are incomprehen-

sible to a creature, and which none can, 'by searching, find out to perfection.'^

In this respect, the highest creatures, the angels, are said to be ' charged with

folly •,^^ for their knowledge is comparatively imperfect. Besides, the manner of

the Spirit's knowing all things is not like ours, that is, by inferring consequences

from premises, in a way of reasoning ; for it is said, in the verse immediately fol-

lowing, that ' he knows the things of God, ' in the way in which a ' man knoweth the

things of a man ;' that is, he knows his own thoughts, by an internal principle of

knowledge, not by revelation, or by any external discovery. Thus the Spirit knows
the divine nature, as having it. His omniscience, therefore, is a plain proof of his

deity.

III. The deity of the Holy Ghost may be farther evinced, from his performing those

works which are proper to God only.

1, He created all things. In Gen. i. 2. it is said, ' The Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters.' Here, by ' the Spirit of God,' cannot be meant, as some
suppose, the air or the wind ; for that was not created till the second day, when
God made the firmament. Again, it is said, ' By his Spirit he hath garnished

the heavens ;'*= and, ' The Spirit of God hath made me.'*^ Some of the Arians are

so sensible that the Spirit, as well as the Son, is represented as the Creator of all

things, that they suppose him to have been an instrument to the Son in the work
of creation. This, according to the Arian scheme, is as much as to say, he is an

instrument of an instrument. Indeed, to say the Son created all things, as an in-

strument, has been proved to be an indefensible notion f but to say that the Spirit

is his instrument is much more so.

2. Extraordinary or miraculous works, which are equivalent to creation,

have been performed by the Spirit. The apostle, speaking concerning extraordi-

nary gifts, which were subsei'vient to the propagation of the gospel in the first

preaching of it, attributes them to the Spirit. This he largely insists on, in 1 Cor.

xii. ; and in particular, he says, ' There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit

;

and there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord ; and there are diver-

sities of operations, but it is the .same God, which worketh all in all.'*^ Many who
defend the doctrine of tlie Trinity, take for granted, that this passage speaks of aU
the Persons in the Godhead,—that it calls our Saviour ' Lord,' and the Father

'God.' Some of the Anti-trinitarians, hence, argue, that the Spirit is not God,

because he is distinguished from the Father, whom they suppose to be called God.

I cannot but conclude, however, that the Holy Spirit is set forth under all the

three names. The works attributed to him, notwithstanding the variety of expres-

sions, are the same, and are included in the general term 'iipiritual gifts.' I hence

take the meaning of the text to be this, There are diversities of gifts, or extraor-

dinary operations, which some are enabled to put forth in the exercise of their min-

istry, and wliich are all from the same Spirit, who is Lord and God, who has an

infinite sovereignty, and bestows these blessings as he pleases, as becomes a divine

a Jul) xi. 7. b Chap. iv. 18. c Job xxvi. 13.

(1 Chap, xxxiii. 4. e See Section on the Divinity of Christ. i I Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6.
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person. This interpretation agrees very well with what is said, in the eleventh

verse, ' All these worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.'

3. The Spirit of God commissioned and qualified ministers to preach the gospel,

and thereby to gather and build up churches, determining that their ministry

should be exercised in one place, and not in another. This work is a peculiar

branch of the divine glory ; and no one has a right to do it, but a divine Person.

A creature may as well pretend to command the sun to shine, or to stop its course

in the heavens at his pleasure, as to commission a minister to preach the gospel, or

to restrain the preaching of it. But the Holy Ghost is plainly said to have called

and appointed the apostles to exercise their ministry in the first preaching of the

gospel, after he had, by conferring extraordinary gifts upon them, qualified them
for it. Accordingly, in Acts xiii. 2, he speaks in a style truly divine, ' The Holy
Ghost said. Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called

them.' In Acts xx. 28, also, the apostle tells the elders or ministers of the church
at Ephesus, that 'the Holy Ghost had made them overseers.' We read, likewise,

of the Spirit's determining where they should exercise their ministry. Thus he
commanded Philip to go and preach the gospel to the eunuch ;

' Then the Spirit

said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 's At another time, the

Spirit bade Peter, when he doubted whether it were lawful for him to do it or not,

go and preach the gospel to Cornelius :
' The Spirit said unto him. Behold three men

seek thee ; arise therefore and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing, for

I have sent them.'^ At another time, it is said, ' They were forbidden of the Holy
Ghost to preach the word in Asia ; and they assayed to go into Bithynia, but the

Spirit suffered them not.'' Again, it is said, that the apostle Paul was ordered, in

a vision, to go to Macedonia, and that he obeyed, ' assuredly gathering that the

Lord,' that is, the Spirit, ' had called him to preach the gospel unto them.'*' No-
thing can be a greater proof than what these instances furnish of the sovereignty

of the Holy Ghost. They relate to a work of the highest importance, and one
which evidently proves his divinity.

4. His divinity farther appears from the unction which he conferred on
our Saviour, to perform the work of a Mediator in his human nature. In
Isa. Ixi. 1. it is said, ' The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek,' &;c. ; and these

words are particularly referred to, in Luke iv. 18, 19, as signifying our Saviour's
unction by the Holy Ghost. Indeed, it is not denied, even by those who do not
infer his deity from them, that they are spoken of the Holy Ghost. Accordingly
it is inserted, by a late writer, among those scriptures which speak particularly of
the Holy Ghost. ' It would be a great strain on the sense of the text, to suppose
that the clause, 'he hath anointed me,' refers to the Father, and not to the Spirit.

As to the meaning of the word 'unction,' it is borrowed from the ceremonial law,

under which the prophets, priests, and kings, were publicly anointed with oil, to

signify the warrant or commission they had received from God, to execute their

offices, together with the qualifications which were to be expected for the discharge

of them. In this sense our Saviour is said to have been anointed by the Holy
Ghost. He was anointed in his human nature, in which he was obliged to yield

obedience and subjection to God ; and he was authorised and qualified to perform
this obedience by the Holy Ghost. However difficult to be performed, it was, in

consequence of the Spirit's unction, discharged by him, without the least failure

or defect ; and owing to the same thing, as we observed before, his oblation was
without spot. The work was certainly extraordinary, and consequently the glory

redounding from it, to the Holy Ghost, is such as proves him to be a divine person.

5. A farther proof of his divinity is that the work of grace, both as to the begin-

ning, progress, and completing of it, in the souls of believers, is ascribed to him,
as well as to the Fatlier and the Son. That this is a work of God's almighty
power, and consequently too great to bo performed by any creature, and that the
Holy Ghost, in particular, is the Author of it, we shall here take for granted,

p Acts viii. 29. h Acts x. 19. 20. i Acts xvi. 6, 7. k Ver 9, 10.

1 See Dr. Clarke's Scripture-doctrine, p. 198.
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without attempting to offer proof. This indeed is not in itself a just method of rcason-

ino-; but we shall be led to insist on the subject, under some following Answers,

and shall there prove the point in question.™ And if the work whereby we are re-

generated and sanctified, and enabled to overcome all opposition till we are brought

to glory, appear to be the effect of the exceeding greatness of the power of God,

then he who is the Author oi it is evidently the God of all grace.

IV. The Holy Ghost appears to be God, inasmuch as he has a right to divine

worship. That none but a divine Person has this right, has been already proved.

That the Spirit has a right to it, might be evinced, from his having those divine

perfections which, as has been before observed, are ascribed to him in scripture.

As he has the perfections of the divine nature, which are the objects of adoration,

it follows that he is to be adored. If, likewise, he has performed those works which

argue him to be the Proprietor of all things, the same consequence follows. And
if all that grace which is necessary to make us meet for the heavenly blessedness,

be his work and gift, it follows that he is to be supplicated for it ; and to do this

is a great branch of religious worship. But this being only an improvement of, or

a deduction from arguments already laid down to prove his deity, we shall inquire

whether we have not the obligation of a command, or some examples equivalent to

this, which will farther warrant our giving divine worship to him.

Some suppose, that the prayer is directed to the Holy Ghost, which is mentioned

in Acts i. 24, 25, ' Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, show whether

of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this ministry and apostle-

ship.' The designation of persons to the exercise of their ministry, as well as the

extraordinary gifts with which they were furnished, is peculiarly ascribed, in the

book of Acts, to the Holy Ghost. It is supposed, therefore, that the disciples

prayed to the Holy Ghost, that he would signify whom of the two nominated by
them he had chosen to the apostleship, in the room of Judas. But this being, at

most, but a probable argument, I shall lay no stress upon it.

I humbly conceive, however, that we have a more evident example of prayer to

the Holy Ghost, in 2 Thess. iii. 5, ' The Lord direct your hearts into the love of

God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.' It seems more than probable that

the Holy Ghost, who is here called Lord, is prayed to ; for he is distinguished from

the Father and Son, and the apostle prays to him that he would direct them into

the love of the Father, and enable them, patiently, to wait for the Son.

There is another instance in 1 Thess. iii. 12, 13, ' The Lord make you to in-

crease and abound in love one towards another, to the end that he may stablish

your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.' Here the Holy Ghost seems to be the Person prayed

to; for he is plainly distinguished from the Father and Son, inasmuch as what is

prayed to him for, is that the believers may be holy before the Father, at the com-
ing of the Son.

There is another scripture, in which it is still more evident, that the apostle

prays to the Holy Ghost together with the Father and Son, namely, 2 Cor. xiii.

14, ' The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the commu-
nion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.' In that part of this prayer which

respects the Holy Ghost, is an humble supplication, that he would be pleased to

manifest himself to them, or that he would communicate to them those graces

which they stood in need of. As the church is elsewhere said to have ' fellowship

with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ,'" so here the apostle prays that

they may have fellowship with the Holy Ghost. And how could he have prayed

for this blessing unless he be supposed to have addressed himself to the Holy

Ghost ? Whenever any thing is desired, or prayed for, which can be considered

no otherwise than as an effect produced by a free agent, the prayer or desire for it,

is supposed more immediately to be directed to the agent. Should a person say,

in presence of a disobliged friend, ' that he would look upon me, that he would
converse with me, or that he would discover his wonted love unto me I' though,

according to the form of expression, it seems not to be directed to him, yet every

m See Quest, lix. Ixvii. Ixxii. Ixxv. n 1 John i. S.



THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY. 237

one would suppose it to be equivalent to an immeiliate address made to him. Hence,

for the apostle to desire that the Holy Ghost would have communion with believers,

tliat is, converse with, and manifest himself to them, in performing all those works

which were necessary for their edification and salvation, cannot amount to less

than a prayer to liim.

We shall now proceed to consider some objections, brought by the Anti-trini-

tarians, against the deity of the Holy Ghost. A divine person, they say, cannot be

the gift of God. for that supposes him to be at his disposal, and inferior to him.

But the Spirit is said to be given by him :
' Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to

instruct them;'" ' God gave them the like gift.'P meaning the Spirit, ' as he did

unto us ;' ' Your heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.'i

Again, the Spirit is said to be sent, and that either by the Father, or by the Son,
' The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom tlie Father will send in my
name ;'•" ' If I depart, I will send him unto you.'* Again, he is said to receive from

another what he communicates, ' He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto

you.'* But this, it is alleged, is inconsistent with the character of a divine Person,

who is never said to receive what he imparts to others. Hence, the apostle says,

concerning God, ' Who hath first given to him ?'" Again, the Holy Ghost is said

to speak not of himself, but what he hears, when he shows things to come.'^ It is

hence inferred, that he did not know that which he was to communicate before he

heard it. Again, it is alleged, that he is said to have a mind distinct from God,
unless we suppose that there are a plurality of gods, and so more distinct divine

minds than one. In support of this, the text is quoted, ' He that searcheth the

hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit. '^ Again, he is represented as making
intercession, 'The Spirit itselfmaketh intercession for us,'^ &c. This, it is alleged,

is an act of worship ; so that he himself cannot be the object of worship, or pos-

sess those blessings for which he intei'cedes. Again, he is not only said to be re-

sisted and grieved, expressions which, in an improper sense, or speaking after the

manner of men, are sometimes applied to God, but he is said to be quenched, or

extinguished.'' This, together with other things said concerning him, is alleged to

be not applicable to a divine Person.

These are the most material objections which are brought against the doctrine

which we have been endeavouring to maintain. The sum of them all is this,

—

that it is inconsistent with the character of a divine Person to be dependent on,

and subjected to the will of another, as the Spirit is supposed by the objectors to

be. That we may defend the Godhead of the Holy Ghost against them, we shall

premise something respecting all those scriptures which speak of the Spirit, as
given or sent by the Father, and then apply it to the sense of those in particular

which are brought to support the objections.

It may be easily observed, that in several places of scripture, especially in the
New Testament, 'the Holy Gliost ' is often taken for the gifts or graces of the Spirit,

and more particularly for that extraordinary dispensation, in which the apostles

were endowed with tliose spiritual gifts which were necessary for the propagation
and success of the gospel. These, by a metonymy, are called 'the Spirit.' I Jmm-
bly conceive, that all those scriptures which speak of the Spirit's being ' poured
forth,' ^ are to be understood in this sense. On the occasion when ' the Holy Ghost
fell on all them which heard the word,' it is said, that ' upon the Gentiles was
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. '*= Thus we are to understand that scrip-

ture, * We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost ;'^ and
this, ' The Holy Ghost was not yet, because Jesus was not yet glorified.'® In the

latter passage, the word 'given' is supplied by our translators, probably to fence
against a weak argument of some Anti-trinitarians, taken from that text, to over-

throw the eternity of the Spirit. But whether the word be supplied or not, the
sense of the text is plainly this,—that the gifts of the Holy Ghost were not con-

o Neh. ix. 20. p Acts xi. 17- q Luke xi. 1.3. r John xiv. 26. s Chap. xvi. 7.
t John xvi. 14. ii Rom. xi. 35. x John xvi. 13. y Rom. viii. 27. z Ver. 26.
a 1 Thi-ss. V. 19 b As in Piov. i. 23. and Joel ii. 28. compared with Acts ii. 17. and elsewhere,
c Acts X. 41, 45. d Acts xix. 2. e John vii. 3!).
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ferred before Christ's ascension into heaven. The passage is thus a farther con-

firmation that the name ' Holy Ghost ' is sometimes used to denote the Spirit'?

gifts. Again, all those scriptures which seem to represent the IIolj Ghost as in

ferior to the Father and Son, some of which are noticed in the objection, may bo
understood as denoting the subserviency of the works of the Spirit, which also are

called 'the Holy Ghost,' to those woi-ks which are said to be performed by the

Father and Son. Now it is certain, that the subserviency of one work to another,

performed by different pei'sons, does not necessarily infer the inferiority of one per-

son to the other. We must, accordingly, distinguish between the Spirit, as subsist-

ing, and as acting. In the former sense, he is a divine Person, equal with the

Father and Son ; in the latter, he may be said to be subservient to them.

But now we shall proceed, in consistency with what has been premised, to con-

sider the sense of those scriptures which are brought to support the objection. The
first is that in which it is said, ' Thou gavest them thy good Spirit to instruct them.'

Here the Holy Ghost is described with a personal character ; and probably the

name is not to be understood metonymically for his gifts and graces. The mean-
ing seems to be this,—the Spirit's efficiency in guiding and instructing them was a

special gift of God conferred upon them. In this respect, though he was a sovereign

Agent, yet he is said to act by the will of the Father, which is the same with his

own will ; for though the Persons in the Godhead are distinct, yet they have not

distinct wills. Now, it is not an improper way of speaking to say, when a divine

Person displays his glory in conferring a blessing upon men, that the display he

makes of himself, and the blessing he bestows, are given. God is said, for example,

to give himself to his people, when he promises to be a God to them. According

to this mode of speaking, indeed, there is a discriminating act of favour conferred

on men, which is called a gift ; but this does not militate against the divinity of

the Holy Ghost, though he is said to be given to them.

Another scripture quoted in the objection is that in which it is said, 'God gave

them the like gift, as he did to us,' meaning the Holy Ghost. Here the phrase
' Holy Ghost ' is plainly taken lor the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit ; the con-

ferring of which is called, in the foregoing words, a being ' baptized with the Holy
Ghost.' This is particularly explained in the scripture, formerly referred to, in

which it is said, that 'on the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.''

What this gift was, we learn from the following words, ' They spake with tongues,

and magnified God.'

Again, the phrase ' Holy Spirit ' in the passage, ' Your heavenly Father shall

give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him,'^ is explained by another evangelist''

to mean good things in general, and so includes the graces of the Spirit which ac-

company salvation. He reads the words, ' Your Father who is in heaven shall

give good things to them that ask him ;' so that here the Spirit is taken for all

those blessings which he bestows upon his people in answer of prayer.

As for those scriptux'cs in which the Spirit is said to be sent, either by the Father
or the Son, they are not to be understood in the same sense as when the Son is said

to be sent in his human nature, appearing in the form of a servant, to fulfil thcwiU
of God. When God is said to send his Spirit, the word ' send ' is to be taken in a

metaphorical sense. Sending imports as much as giving ; and, when the Spirit is

said to be given, the language has a peculiar reference to the grace which he was

to bestow upon them. By this metaphorical way of speaking we are probably to

understand, that the Spirit, who was to produce the effects, is a divine Person ;

and that the effects themselves are subservient to tliose works which are performed,

and which demonstrate the personal glories of the Father and Son.

Again, when it is said by our Saviour, ' the Spirit shall receive of mine, and

show it unto you,'' the words plainly mean, that the Spirit should apply those

blessings which Christ had purchased by his blood, and so should show forth his

glory. Still they signily the subserviency of tlie Spirit to the Son, only in work-

ing, or in so far as the application of redemption tends to accomplish its designed

end.

f Acts X. 45, 46. g Luke xi. 13. h Matt. vii. 11 i John xvi. U.
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As to the scripture, in which the Spirit is said * not to speak of himself, but

whatsoever he shall hear, tliat shall he speak,'** it does not argue, in the least, tliat

he receives what he communicates ; as if he were dependent on the Father for tho

knowledge of the things he is to impart, or that he has ideas impressed on his mind,

as creatures are said to have. To suppose this is inconsistent with what has been
before proved from scripture, namely, that ' the Spirit knoweth the deep things of

God, even as tlie spirit of a man knoweth tlie things of a man,' or as an intelhgent

being is conscious of his own thoughts, or actions, not by information, but by an
immediate internal perception. The sense, therefore, of the text in question is,

that the Spirit shall communicate no other doctrines, and give no other laws, tlian

what Christ had before given in the gospel ; or that what he reveals is tho same
which Christ had given his disciples ground to expect. So far from militating

against the Spirit's divinity, it proves the harmony and consent of what is suggest-

ed by one divine Person, with what had been before delivered by another. As to

the peculiar expression, ' Whatsoever he shall hear that shall he speak, ' it is spoken
after the manner of men, and is no more inconsistent with his divine omniscience,

or the independence of it, than when God is said, in other scriptures, to know
things by searching them, or, as it were, by inquiry. These, and similar expressions,

by which God is represented by words accommodated to our usual way of speaking

in reference to men, are, when applied to the Holy Ghost, to be understood in a
way agreeable to the divine perfections, by abstracting from them every thing

which argues the least imperfection ; and they are to be viewed in the same light

when some expressions, agreeable to human modes of speaking, are elsewhere used,

with a particular application to the Father, without detracting from his divine glory.

It is again objected, as we saw, that the Spirit is said to have a distinct mind
from God, as in the passage, ' God knoweth the mind of the Spirit ;' and that he
is represented as engaged in an act of worship, or as praying, or ' making interces-

sion for us, according to the will of God.' ^ But it is plain, that, by ' the mind of

the Spirit,' we are to understand those secret desires in prayer which are wrought
in believers by the Spirit, when they want words to express them. They are said,

instead of words, to address themselves to God, ' with groanings which cannot be

uttered.' These are from the Spirit, as the Author of those secret desires which
are known only to the heart-searching God, who knows the meaning of them, what
it is we want. Our desires are hence called ' the mind of the Spirit,' as the Author
of them, though they are subjectively our own mind or desires, which we want words
to express. And when the Spirit is said to ' make intercession for us,' the phrase

implies nothing else but his enabling us, whether in more or less proper modes of

speaking, to plead with God for ourselves.

As to those expressions, in which the Spirit is represented as * quenched,' or
* extinguished,' they are to be understood as a metonymy, whereby, as before men-
tioned, tho gifts of the Spirit are put for the Spirit. When extraordinary gifts

were first promised, the disciples were led to expect that they should be ' baptized

with the Holy Ghost and with fire ;' that is, they should have the extraordinary

gifts of the Holy Ghost, conferred upon them, and signified by the emblem of fiery

tongues, that sat on them.™ The reason of this emblem might probably be, that,

as a necessary qualification for their preaching the gospel, they should be filled with

an holy flame of love to God, and zeal for his glory, as well as with the gift of

tongues, by which they might communicate his mind to the world. This privilege,

which they had received, the apostle exhorts them not to forfeit or abuse, so as to

provoke the Holy Ghost to take it from them ; and the forfeiture or abuse of it is

called ' quenching the Spirit.' This metaphorical way of speaking, therefore, must
not be supposed to be inconsistent with his divinity.

The Practical Use of the Doctrine of the Trinity.

I shall conclude my observations on questions connected with the doctrine of the

Trinity with some inferences which more especially respect the practical improve-

ment of the doctrine.

k John xvi. 13. 1 Rom. viii. 26, 27. m Acta iL 3.
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1. We may take occasion to observe the diiference that there is between natural

and revealed religion. The former respects the knowledge of God, so far as it may
be attained without the help of divine revelation, and the worship which the hea-

then, who have nothing else to guide them but the light of nature, are obliged to

give to the divine Being. The latter, which is founded on scripture, contains a

display of the personal glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. This is neces-

sary to be known and believed ; as it is the foundation of all revealed religion.

The sum of Christianity consists in our subjection to, and adoring the Godhead, as

subsisting in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. As the doctrine of the Trinity is eminently displayed in the work of our redemp-
tion, it is necessary for us to consider how it is accommodated to, and demonstrated
by, all the branches of that work. The price which was given by our great

Redeemer, has a value put upon it, in proportion to the dignity of his person; and
lays a sure foundation for our hope of being accepted in the sight of God, on ac-

count of his obedience and sacrifice, which were of infinite value. And the appli-

cation of redemption being a work which the Spirit, who is a divine person, has
undertaken to perform, we have reason to expect that it shall be brought to per-

fection. Hence, they who are the objects of redeeming love and sanctifying grace,

shall in the end be completely saved.

3. As it is necessary for us to adore and magnify the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, for our inestimable privilege in the gospel ; so we must observe the distinct

glory which is to be given to each of the divine persons for the work of redemption.

Whatever is done by the Mediator to procure this privilege for us, is considered, in

scripture, as taking its rise from the Father, and affording reason for giving him
glory. ' Of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us, wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.''^ Whatever was done in the

human nature, or by God incarnate, is, in a peculiar manner, the work of the Son
;

and a revenue of glory is due to him for it, who 'gave his life a ransom for many,'
and thus displayed the highest condescension, enhanced by the infinite dignity of

liis person. And whatever work is performed in subserviency to the Mediator's

glory, whereby the Spirit demonstrates his distinct personal glory, gives us occa-

sion to adore him, in all the display's of his power, in beginning, carrying on, and
completing the work of grace in the souls of men.

4. As to what respects that fellowsliip, or communion, which believers have with

the Father, Son, and Spirit, it depends on the account we have, in scripture, of the

distinct methods in which their personal glory is set forth. We have access to

God the Father, through the mediation of the Son, by the powerful influence of

the Holy Spirit. ' Through him,' says the apostle, 'we have an access, by one
Spirit, unto the Father.' And our hope of blessedness is the gift of the Father,
who has prepared an inheritance for us ; the purchase of the Son, on whose death
it is founded ; and the work of the Holy Ghost, as bringing us to, and putting us
into, the possession of it.

5. This directs us as to the way of performing the great duty of self-dedication, to

the Father, Son, and Spirit; to the Father, as our covenant God in Christ ; to the

Son, as the Mediator, head, and surety of this covenant ; and to the Spirit, by whom
we are made partakers of the blessings promised. In aU these, and many other

respects, we are to have a particular regard to the Persons in the Godhead, cor

rcspondingly to the way in which tlieir personal glory is set forth in scripture.

C. As the Father, Son, and Spirit, are one, though we distinguish them as Per-

sons, we must consider tliem as having the same divine perfections, the same divine

understanding and will, lost, while we give glory to each of the Persons in the

Godhead, we should suppose that there are more Gods than one. Hence, though
the Person of the Father is distinct from that of the Son and the Holy Ghost, we
are not to suppose that power, wisdom, goodness, faithfulness, or any other divine

perfections, belong, in a more or a less proper sense, to one Person than another.

7. The doctrine of the Trinity is of use to direct us how we are to address our-

selves to Go/' in prayer. Wlion in prayer, we call him our Father, we are not. to

II 1 Cor. i. 30.
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'•onsider him in the same sense, as when he is represented as the Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ ; but we address ourselves to him, as the author of our being,

the God of all grace, and the fountain of blessedness. Accordingly, the Son and

the Holy Ghost are not to be excluded ; unless we especially consider him as our

Father in Christ, and so express our faith, with respect to his distinct personality

from that of the Son and the Spirit. Though only one divine Person be particu-

larly mentioned in prayer, the blessed Trinity is to be adored. "Whatever personal

glory we ascribe to one, as subsisting distinctly from the other, we must, notwith-

standing, consider the Father, Son, and Spirit, as the one onlv living and true

God.
Thus we have gone through this great and important subject, and have taken

occasion, particularly, to insist on the chief matters in controversy relating to the

doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity, and considered the various methods taken to

oppv/ro it, both by tlic Socinians and the Arians, and endeavoured, not only to

defend the deity of our Saviour and the Holy Ghost, by inquiring into the sense of

those many scriptures on which our faith therein is founded, but to answer the

most material objections which are brought against it. Our having enlarged

more on it, than we shall do on several following answers, cannot be reckoned

a needless work ; for much has been written in opposition to it, whereby the faith

of some has not only been shaken, but overthrown. I would never attempt to .speak

of this doctrine, or of any of the divine perfections, without being sensible of the

difficulty of the subject, it being such as is not to be comprehended by a finite mind.

I hope nothing will appear to have been suggested inconsistent with the essential

or personal glory of the Father, Son, or Spirit. I may reasonably expect that

allowances should be made for great defects ; for it is but a little of God that can

be known by us. When we pretend to speak concerning him, it will not be thought

strange if we give occasion to any to say, what we have the greatest reason to

acknowledge, that, in many instances, we cannot order our words, by reason of

darkness.

[Note 2 L. The Communication of the Divine Perfections.—When Dr. Ridgeley had so well ex-

posed the inappropriateness of the word ' communication,' he ought to have entirely discarded it.

He tries to invest it with a new meaning, but, in reality, renders it meaningless and absurd. His

views—quite justly as appears— will not allow him to say more respecting the modus of personality

"in the Godhead, than that 'all the perfections of the divine nature are equally attributed to, or

predicated of, the Father, Son, and Spirit.' In using this language, he is on safe ground: he speaks

consistently with the simple phraseology of scripture ; he throws off the mystifying, pseudo-profound,

and mischievous jargon of the scholastic theology ; he is free from pretension to explain or define

what scripture has not revealed, and what reason cannot comprehend; and he offers no premium
and no incitement, by 'great swelling words of vanity,' to daring speculation, to Arian miscon-
struction, or to a man's 'intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his

fleshly mind.' But why does not Dr. Ridgeley content himself with the language of his direct

statement? why does he translate it into a technical synonyme, and try to make it comport with

the phrase, 'AH the perfections of the divine nature are comffii/nic«<e<f ?' The word 'communi-
cate'—except when utterly explained away, and made arbitrarily to signify something altogether

foreign to its ordinary acceptation—is far, very far from expressitig Dr. Ridgeley's views, or har-

monizing with correct conceptions of the divine subsistence. Followed by the preposition ' to,'

it denotes a person's participation in anything by reception of it Irom another; and, followed by
the preposition 'in,' it denotes his participation in it absolutely or by his own act. In both cases,

however, it supposes the thing to t-xist before the participation takes place. One man communi-
cates to another ideas or information; or one man communicates in a privilege which is common
to a class. In either case, the object of communication, the thing participated, the information or-

the privilege, exists apart from the participant, independent of his causation, and prior to his act of

receiving or enjoying it. Whether the words, xtxnivuvvxi rx^xog xxi al/iaros, may, as Dr. Ridgeley

proposes, be justly tratislated, ' They had flesh and blood coniniunicated to them,* is more than
questionable; but if they be so translated, they must be uniierstood as artirniing or assuming that,

bstracteiily, flesh and blood iire as extrinsic to the beings who ' coninuinicate ' in them, as the

lessons of childhood are to the untutored intellect. Explain and restrict the word 'coninuinicate'

as he may, any xMiter who emplo\s it to define the mode of the divim- subsistence, will invariably

convey to the mind of his reader some outline of the gross and e^regiously wrong idea that the
divine perfections were originally extrinsic to the persons of Deity. The simpler, the freer Irom
technical terms, and the more directly accordant with the phraseology of scripture, any language on
the incomprehensible or higher doctrines of revelation is, the more atiapted will it be to edification,

and the less likelv to produce obscurity or phantasmagoria before the moral vision ot a reader
Ed.]
[SoTK 2 M. The Sonship of Christ.—Dr. Ridgelev's view of the Sonsliip of Christ is, that he is

L 2h'
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Son as Mediator. He denies, not only his generation, but the eternity of his Sonship. The nam«
• Son,' or ' Son of God,' in other words, appears to him to designate, not our Lord's Deity, hut his

mediatorial person He is not to be charged, indeed, with derogating from the doctrine that Christ

is God; he is not to be charged even with denying that those passages assert him to be so which

call him ' Sou ;' but he distinctly maintains that the name in question does not designate him as

God,—that it does not in itself, like the name 'God' or 'Jehovah.' affirm his Deity,—that it is

generically of the same import as the names 'Christ,' Saviour,' ' Redeemer,' ' Mediator,'—and that

it did not appropriately or actually belong to him till the date of his incarnation. His doctrine may,
accordingly, be termed the doctrine of mediatorial Sonship.

Now, to what is this doctrine opposed ? What view of our Lord's Sonship does it impugn and
condemn? Dr. Ridgi ley— if we conjecture his sentiments from the entire scope of what he says

—

would at once answer, it is opposed to the doctrine of Christ's generation. All the antagonist views
which he states, all the extravagancies « hich he enumerates, all the censurable definitions and expo-
sitions which he quotes, have reference, not to the Sonship itself, but to the mode of its subsistence.

He deals simply with the question of the eternal generation; and, havitig confronted and despatched

this, he arrives, per salt urn, at the doctrine of mediatorial Sonship. Now, the real question at issue

is not, Is the Son generattd, or is he not? Does his Sonship consist in the mode of his divine sub-

sistence, or does it consist in the hypostatical union of his deity and his manhood? but it is, In what
person, in his divine or in his njediatorial, is he the Son of God? How long—from eternity, or

merely from the incarnation—has his Soiisbip existed ? In what sense—as designative of his deity,

or as designative of God-man Mediator—is the name ' Son' to be understood? The mode of his

divine subsistence may not once be glanced at; the manner in which he is divinely a Son may be

pronounced an improper subject of inquiry; the doctrine of his eternal generation may be ranked

among the dogmata of the Platonizing fathers, or the bold speculations of the schoolmen ; and, so

far from the doctrine of the divine, eternal Sonship, being impaired or surrendered, it will appear

in greater clearness than before, aiui stand out in stronger evidence, and be maintained with firmer

tenure.

Sonship and generation are far, very far from being correlative ideas. Scripture speaks of son-

ship by creation, by adoption, by a renovating divine influence, by a pervading moral affection, hy
reception of Christian instruction, by ancestral connexion, and by literal generation. We read in

it of the son of a parent, the son of an ancestor, the son of an adopting stranger, the spiritual son

of a Christian minister, a sou of God by the renewing agency of the Holy Spirit, a son of God by
the creation of a holy but fallit)le nature, and a son of God by the creative and continually sustain-

ing agency of divine power and beneficence. Thus, in senses all distinct and widely different from
one another, a child, a remote descendant, a protege of benevolence, a converted hearer of a Chris-

tian minister, a regenerated soul, man in his paradisaic capacity, and a holy angel, or 'angel of light,'

are all denominated sons. To say that the word 'son,' in most of these instances, is metaphorical,

and has a figurative allusion to generation, is to beg the question at issue and to contradict fact.

What resemblaiu-e to generation is there in adoption, in pastoral usefulness, in an act of creation,

or in the sustaining manifestation of the divine power? Just one geiieriil idea seems applicable to

the various and apparently conflicting senses of sonship,—and that is sameness of nature; and this

idea appears to be the key to the very frequent scripture Hebraism, of which 'son of the vine,' 'son

of consolation,' and 'son of thunder,' are examples. 'J'he juice of the grape partakes the properties

of tlie viiu^; a child partakes the nature of his parent, a descendant that of his ancestor, an aiiopted

son that of his benefactor; a complacent speaker exerts the same influence as consolation, an arous-

ing one the same as thunder; a convert homologates in principles and character with his spiritual

teacher; a soul renewed by the Holy Spirit is 'a partaker of the divine nature' in knowledge and true

holiness; and our first parents in paradise, as well as the unfallen angels, were created in the divine

image. Sameness of nature with the objects to which they are allied, seems the only categorical

idea which includes the whole under the name of sons. In the light of that idea, they are all styled
sons, without violence to language, or extravagance of fancy; they all have sameness of substance,
sameness of properties, or sameness of character and influence, with the objects constructively called

their father. Yet how diversified are their sonships! How widely dirferetit in their origitiation, in

their mode of subsistence, in the properties which distinguish them, and in the substances in which
they exist! Who, then, will say that, according to the inspired use of it, the word ' Son' always or

generally, or, in more than one of seven or eight distinct modes of application, includes the idea of
generation? Who will deny that it expresses any relation, however remote, however sublimated,

whether vegetable, animal, moral, rhetorical, or divine, which simply developes identity of nature ?

Now, when the word is used to denote sameness of nature amid such an extensive variety of
objects and relations,—to denote this without allusion to mode of subsistence, or the law by which
the sameness exists,—why may it not be einplo\ed to denote sameness of nature, apart from any
human analogy, between two persons of Deity? A believer in Christ is a son of God, because he
homologates with him in will and in moral principle; Adam in paradise was a son of God, because

he bore his image in intellectual and spiritual character, and in dominion over the inferior creation;

ami the second person of Deity is 'the Son of God,' "God's onljf Son,' his 'proper Son,' his 'only
begotten Son,' because he is ' in the form of God, and thinks it not rolibery to be equal with God,'
and is 'the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person.'

There is peculiar appropriateness in the epithets 'only,' "proper, 'begotten.' They show the
second person of Deity to have sameness ot nature with the Fatlier in an eminent and distinguish-

ing sense,—a sense exclusive of all creatures, and peculiar to a divine person. As he is called 'a
Son' to denote sameness of ()roperties, so he is called 'a begotten Sou' to denote sameness of
essential nature. That sonship among creature s which is highest and most digiiitied, is the son-
ship of a ciiild. Helievers in Christ are, in consequence, not only called sons, to intimate their
bearing God's mot al image ; but they are saiu to be begotten and born to denote the dignity and
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value of their spiritual character and life. Now. the second person of Deity is called ' a Son,' tn

show that he has sameness of nature with his Father.— ' the Son,' to show that he has that same-

ness in a wav of eminence,— ' the only Son,' to show that he has it in a sense exclusive of all oth'-r

gons, 'God's proper son,' to show that he has it as rejjards essential d.in,—ami 'God's ordy/ycvo^

ten Son,' to show that, as to dignity and glory and essential nature, he is God equal with the Patlnr.

The doctrine of Christ's Sonship, when thus stated, appears to me clear, consistent, and scrip-

tural ; and is no more to he charged with the mysticisnns and i-xtravaganc ies of the scholastic advo-

cates of eti rnal generation, than the iloctrine of justification hy faith is with the licentious inferences

and expositions of Antiiiomians. Dr. Ridgeley, then, was far from heiiig correct, when he passed, hy one

step, from the confutation of the mode of sulisistence hy generation, to the assertion of mediatorial

Sonsliip. The doctrine which I have stated—the doctrine of divine or eternal Sonship—is that

onlv which deserved or ought to have drawn his attention; and it is that which stands confronted

to his views, and challenges them to the proof. He achieves nothing, except to shake off some idle

dreams of the schoolmen, when he disproves 'the communication of the divine essence or personality

to the Son.' He was to deal, not in speculations as to the wanner of the divine Sonship, hut with

plain scriptural testimonies simply as to the fact. Eternal filiation, not eternal ^enero^/on,— the

fact, and not the mode of divine sonship, is what his theory principally opposes. What should be

thought or tti. Aiiti-trinitarian who amasses daring, confused, contradictory, disparaging speculations

of scholastic writers, respecting the manner in which God is three and yet only one; and who, after

exposing their unwarraiitahleness and ahsurdily, persuades himself that he has disproved the/act of

the Trinity? Yet the Anti-trinitarian would, in this case, act exactly the part, with respect to the

doctrine of the Triiiity, which Dr. Ridgeley, throughout the greater portion of his discussion, acts

with respect to the doctrine of divine sonship or eternal filiation.

In one place, indeed, he notices the true question at issue, and attempts to show that Christ's

participation of the divine nature is not the reason of his being calleil ' the Son." Yet, in that very

passage, he admits, or rather states, that the participation of his divine nature is the reason of his

being called ' God's proper Son.' His words and reasoning are remarkable. " It is true," he says,

" Christ's having the same nature with the Father, might he reckoned by some a character of sonship

;

as it contains one ingredient in the common idea we have of sonship among men. They, as sons, are

said to have the same kind of nature as their fathers. So our Saviour's having the same individual

nature with the Father, might give occasion to some to denominate him his Son. But though this

may he the foundation of his being called God's proper Son, ilicf uioi, yet it is not his distinguishing

character as a Son. For it would follow that the Holy Ghost, who has the same nature as the Father,

would, for the same reason, be called his Son. but tbis is contrary to the scripture account given of

him, as proceeding from the Father and the Son." Now, to say nothing ol Dr. Ridgeley 's rejecting

the doctrine of the Spirit's procession, and, in consequence, of his not being entitled to assume it

as true, and to adduce it as an objection, might he not have seen that what he says respecting the

Spirit might have been said also respecting the Father,—that personal participation in the divine

nature is equally, and in the same sense, true of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost? Either,

then, that participation is consistent with exclusive and distinguishinjj titles, else the distinction of

persons must cease to be recognised, 'in the beginning uas the Word,' says the apostle John,

'and the Word was with God, and the Word uas God.' Here, the affirming of Christ to be God,

clearly proves that his title, 'the Woid.' is a designation of his deity. But are we to be told that,

because the Holy Ghost also is God, either he too must be called ' the Word,' else the title is not

divine? Christ's being called 'the Son,' while it affirms his identity of nature with the Father,

at the same time corrtlatively affirms the Father's identity of nature with him. The general idea

of sameness of natuie is as truly expressed in the relation of father to son, as in the converse rela-

tion of son to father. This idea, apart from all analogy to relations between creatures, is what the

personal titles of Godhead appear eminently to express. Accordingly, while one is called the Father

and another the Son, the third is called the Spirit. Now, with an intellectual, an intelligent being

with a being who is 'a Spirit,' what more exactly expresses identity of nature than spirituality T

But though the third person of Deity is called 'the Spirit,' 'the Holy Spirit,' to show that he has

sameness of nature with the other persons of Godbead, or that he is 'the Hijjh and Holy One,'

must we, after all, conclude that his name does not designate his deity, unless it is applied also to

the Father and the Son? 'The Father,' 'the Son,' 'the Holy Spirit,' are distinctive names of the

persons of Godhead; they appear all to denote just identity of natuie; and. in beautiful and exjiressive

consistency, they exhibit the great fundamental truth of revelation, that the one only God is three

in personality. But what comes of Dr. Ridgeh-y's concession that Christ's " having the same indi-

vidual nature with the Father, may be the loundation of his being called God's 'proper Son?'"

Would it not follow from this, too, that eitber the title does not designate his deity, or else it

must be applied likewise to the Holy Ghost? Dr. Ridgeley sees no such inference from the titlt

God's * proper Son ;' and why should he see it from the title 'God's Son?' Besides, ' proper Son'

does not seem to be a stronger title than ' only Son,' or especially 'only begotten Son ;' and each

of the three appears to he an epithetical definition of the simple title ' the Son,' just as
|
the Holy

Spirit' is of the simple title, ' the Spirit.' If Christ's being called God's ' proper Son' is founded

on "his having the same individual nature with the Father," surely his being called his 'only Son,'

his 'only begotten Son,' his ' well beloved Son,' or even simply his ' Son,' cannot be founded oa

ajiything different. If it be, there are two sonships,—one ' proper.' and one not so ; the tormer

divine and eternal, and the other mediatorial, and dating from the period of the incarnation. But
as no party pretends that there are two, we must conclude that 'proper' or divine Sonship is what

the name "'

Son,' as applied to Christ, designates. Accordingly, just the same things, in the same

connexion, are affirmed of God's 'proper Son,' and of God's • Son.' ' He that spared not his proper

Son, but delivered him up for us all,' &c. ;
' When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth

hit jSon, made of a woman,' &c.,—Rom viii. 32 ; Gal. iv. 4.
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Dr. Ridgeley, when speaking of the second person of Deity, hs such, usually calls him 'the Son.
' It is gemralK detiTinined,' says he, ' tliat the Son and Holy Ghost have the same self-existent

divine nature' as the Father. Agnin, when stating the doctrine of the Trinity, he sav s, ' We shall

prove that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have distinct personal properties;' ' we shall endea-

vour to prove that the three persons in the Godhead, especially the Son and the Holy Ghost, are

tru!\ divine.' Is not his use of such language as this

—

his current and almost uniform use of it

—

an indirect, but ronclusive, concession that the name ' the Son,' is a divine, and not a mediatorial

title? How could he, or how can any man, speak distinctly of the second person of Deity, except

by calling him * the Son?' This name as directly and currently, in sciipture, designates liiin, as

the name, 'the Father," designates tlie Father. The two names, besides, are strictly correlative.

The first person of Deity is called 'the Father' relatively to the Son. and the second person is called

'the Son' relatively to the Father. To deny that "the Son ' is strictly a divine title, seems in effect

to deny that 'the Father' is strictly a divine title. The two are correlative, not only as to their

intrinsic import, but as to the manner in which scripture currently emplo\s them. If a difference

be observable in the use of them, it is that the first person of Deity is less uniformly, or with com-
paratively less frequency, called 'the Father,' than the second person is called 'the Son.'

I shall now glance at Dr. Ridgelej's strictures on some arguments in favour of the doctrine of

divine sonship ; and shall take occasion to interweave with my remarks some objections to the op-
posite doctrine.

The first argument on which he animadverts is founded on the passage in the second psalm,
' Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee.' He thinks he shall disprove this argument, if

he show that the ' passage cannot respect the communication of the divine nature or personality to

the Son.' But the question at issue, as we stated before, has reference, not to the doctrine of eter-

nal generation, but to the doctrine of eternal filiation,—not to the manner in which Christ is the

Son, but to the lact that he is the Son as God. What Dr. Ridgeley should, in consistency with
his views, alone have attempted to prove, is, that the words, ' Thou art my Son,' are addressed to

Christ, not as a divine person, but strictly and solely as Mediator. He is so far aware of the true

state of the question, as to feel induced to show that other parts of the psalm are addressed to him
in his mediatorial capacity. But what avails it to his purpose in what sense the context is under-
stood, if the words tlumselves have reference to his deity? Because the context speaks of Christ
as Mediator, is the name ' the Son,' therefore, not a divine title? On this principle of reasoning,

there is probably not one instance of the applicHtion of a divine title to Christ in the Bible. Wher-
ever even the names 'God,' 'the Word,' and 'Jehovah' are given to him, some statements are

made in the immediate context respecting him as Mediator. Let Dr. Ridgele\'s own arguments
for the deity of Christ f'jom his divine titles be examined ; and they will all be found to be based on
passages which more or less immediately describe him as the Saviour. But what would Dr. Ridge-
ley have thought, had any one inferred hence that the names ' God' and 'Jehovah' are not strict-

ly divine, and, as applied to Christ, designate him only as Mediator? Yet he himself reasons ex-

actly tlius w ith respect to the name ' the Son.' His remarks on that name, as it occurs in the
second psalm, might all, without losing a particle of their appropriateness, be translerred to the
names ' God ' and the ' Word,' as these occur in the first ihapter ot the gospel according to John.
All that chapter, especially the commencing part of it, speaks of Christ distinctly as Mediator; it

seems to have the exhibition of him as such for its express or specific design; it protessedly sets

him before the mind as God-man, as the Word made flesh, as the Creator tabernacling in human na-

ture with the creature ; vet it ascribes to him the work of making all things ; it describes him as

the author of spiritual life, as self-existent, as eternal ; and it applies to hiin the titles, ' God,'
'the Woid,' 'the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father,' 'the Word' whose
glory was the glory 'as ot the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.' If Dr.
Ridgeley's strictures on the argument founded en the second psalm, be transferred to an argument
of just the same complexion and probably of more force founded on this chapter, they will, to per-
sons who acquiesce in them, prove indeed that the phrase 'the only begotten Son' designates Christ
cnl\ as .Meuiator, but the> will, at the same time, prove that the names 'God' and 'the Word,'
and the a^criptioIiS to him of divine works and divine perfections, designate him in the same way.
Dr. Ridgele\'b argument proves too much, and therefore proves nothing: it leads to the conclu-
sion, contrary to fact, that names and ascriptions confessedly divine are applicable to Christ only as

Mediator; and it hence presumptively proves that 'the Son' is, rather than shows that it is not, a

divine title.

Dr. Ridgeley finds that the words, ' Thou art my Son, this da\ have 1 begotten thee,' are quoted
in the first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews; and because, in the context of the quotation,
Christ is spoken of as ' appointed heir of all tilings,' and as • having, b\ inheritance, obtained a more
excellent name than the angels,' he infers that the title 'the Son 'designates him as Mediator.
Mow, just the same chapter, in the course of exactly the same argument, quoti s two other texts
from the Old Testament scriptures,— in one ot which Christ is called ' God,' and in the other 'Je-
hovah.' Are we, then, to conclude that these titles also are only mediatorial ? Exactly the reasoning,

be It what it may, which applies to the quotation contiiining the title Son, applies to the quotations
containing the titles ' God' and 'Jehovah.' The natuie, the <lesign, the lontextual position of the
three quotations, are precisely the same. What inference can more fairly follow thnn that ' the
Son ' IS a divine title ?

But Dr. Ridgele} finds, further, that, jointly with the quotation from the second psalm, there is

a quotation of the passage, • 1 will be to him u Father, and he shall be to me a Son ;' and he thus
pmaphrases the latter: 'He shall perfoiin that obeoience which is due from him as a Son ; and 1

will give unto him those rewards which are due lioin a Father, who has committed this woik to
him, with a promise of conferring those revenues ot mediatori^tl glory on him which should ensue
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on his ftilfiiliiig it.' In vindication of the doctrine implied in this paraphrase, he elsewhere con-

tends tlmt dependence, sui>jection, and oi>edience are essential elements in the idea of sunship.
• Tlie relation ofsonship,' he says, 'ahvajs implies inferiority and an obligation to yield obedience.'

He adds, indeed, ' 1 do not apply this, in every respect, to the sonsliip of Christ ; which no simili-

tude taken from mere creatures can sufficiently illustrate.' Hut. inste^il of not applnng his notion

in every respect, he ouyht not to have applied it in any. The idea of infer iority or moral subjection

is just that part of the similitude— (or 'similitude,' Dr. Ridgeley confesses it to be—of sonship
' taken from mere creatures,' which detracts from the divine perfection of what belongs to Christ,

and ought, in consequence, to l)e rejected. Inferioiity and subjection, even among men, belong to

sonship only in its infantile or immature condition ; and at the period of manhood, they give place

to independence and equality. Though love and veneration and deference never cease to be filial

duty
; yet personal accountability and independence of judgment do, and superiority of wisdom and

power and resources may, supersede the inferiority and subjection of a state of childhood. De-
pendence or obligation to obey, in fact, is not a property of sonship, but only an accident. It be-

longs, not to tlie condition of a son as such, but to the condition of an imperfect, helples.«, and err-

ing lieiirg, who arrives by slow degrees at the maturity of his power*, and needs, in the earlier stages

of bis e.xistence, to be fostered, corrected, and taught by parental wisdom and care. So far as mere
sonship is concerned, the grand, if not the oidy idea, is sametiess of nature. A child among men is

suliject simply because he is dependent; Adam in paradise and the angels of light are subject be-

cause they are creatures ; and Christ as Mediator is subject to the Father, because he is incarnate

in a created nature. Subjection seems, in every case, based on something different from sonship.

While the idea ofsonship is distinct and clear, whether we look at a child as possessing the same
human nature as his parent, or at Adam in paradise as bearing the moral image of God, or at the
second person of Deity as having the satne subsistence and perfections as the first, the idea be-

comes conlused and incongruous, as applied to any of the three cases, if we associate with it the
notion of dependence. Subjection is one relation ; sonship is another : the former is based on de-

pendence ; the latter is based on sameness of nature. Christ, as subject to the Father, is bis ' ser-

vant ;' as equal to him, is his Son. Speaking of him as Mediator, the Father says, * Behold my
servant, whom I uphold ;' but ' to the Son he saith. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; and
thou, Jehovah, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth.' As the Son, he sustains a
charaeter, and occupies a position, incompatible with that of a servant. 'Moses verily was faithful

in all his house as a servant ; but Christ as a Son over his own house. Every house is built by some
man ; but he who built all things is God.' Moses only occupied the house by appointment and
under authority ; but Christ built it and possessed it, as the independent, the divine proprietor.

He, in consequence, * is counted worthy of more glory than Moses ; inasmuch as he who bath build-

ed the house hath more honour than the house.' The house is the church ; and it is Christ's own,
— his own by erection, by creation, by e.\ercise of that divine power and wisdom whereby he ' built

all things.' Dr. Ridgeley himself, with justice and piquancy, treats his ownership of the church
as an evidence of bis deity. Now it is ' as a Son ' that he is ' over bis own house ;' it is as • the
Son ' that he is ' God who built all things ;' it is as a Son that his character and position are exhibit-

ed antithetically to those of a servant. Moses was ' as a servant;' but Christ was 'as a Son.' (Heb.
iii. I—6.) Do we need further proof that the notion of subjection—a notion belonging to his incar-

nate state—has no reference to him as 'the Son?'
Dr. Riilgeley further finds the passage in the second psalm quoted in Paul's address at Antioch

in Pisidia, (Acts xiii. 32, 33.) and applied to our Lord's resurrection; and he infers hence that 'the

psalmist speaks of him as having finished his work of redemption,—at the time of his doing which
he « as raised from the dead, and then, in the fullest sense, he had the heathen for his inheritance.'

Here, again. Dr. Ridgeley proves too much,—too much, at least, for his o\x n cause. If, as he in-

fers, David speaks of Christ as rising from the dead, or as ' having finished his work of redemption*
when he became the Son, either there must be two mediatorial sonships, one dating from the resur-

rection and the other dating from the incarnation, else Christ was not mediatorially the Son at any-

period previous to his death. How, then, are we to understand the numerous [)assages, in the
course of his public ministry and of his conferences with the Jews and with his disciples, in which
he calls hin)selt ' the Son of God?' The words, 'Thou art my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee,'

were nut, we are told, addressed to him as .Mediator, till he had 'hnished bis work of redemption :'

what inlertnce, then, can we draw but that, on all the occasions referred to, he is called 'the Son,'

not as Meiliator, but as the second person of Deity ? The quotation from the second psalm in con-
nexion «itb the resurrection, is, according to our view of the sonship, consistent and beautiful.

Christ, at bis coming into the world, was made known to be divine by the miraculous conception ;

and before he went out of it, he was again demonstrated to be divine by his supernatural resuirec-

tion. On account both ot the manner of bis incarnation, and the manner of liis triumphing over
death, be was ' declared to be,' what he nally was, "the Son of God,'—the jqnal of the Father.

The next argument on which Dr. Ridgelev animadverts is based on the account given of Wisdom
in the eighth chapter of Proverbs. He admits that by ' Wisdom,' we are to understand Christ,

—

and Christ as ' the Son ;' and he attempts to silence the evidence which the passage affords of eter-

nal sonship, by making it speak the language merely of promise or decree. He, in particu.ar,

quotes the clause, ' 1 was set up from everlasting,' and parapbra>es it thus: 'foreordained of God to

be the Me<liator and head of his elect.' His entire reply is of the same complexion. Now, on hie

[iriheiple of interpretation, all things whatever may be said to ha\e been 'set up irom everlasting,'

tor all were foreordained of God. He virtually represents the Sun as saving only what might be
said by every mortal, or even, if it could speak, liv e\er) .shrub and jiebble. A Sociinan, too,

niigbt seize on his principle of inter[iretation, and explain away b\ it all the texts which affirm our
Lord's eternity, and find in it ample sanction to hn ^loss on the declaration: ' in the beginning
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was the "Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.' But indefensible and mis-

rhievous as Dr. Ridgeley's rule of interpretation is as applied to direct assertions of Wisdonn's, or the

Son's eternity, it becomes absolutely absurd when applied to some contextunl statements. The
depths, the mountains, tiie hills, the earth, it is to be remembered, were all ' foreordained,' and
foreordained from eternity. Yet Wisdom, or the Son, says, ' I was set up from everlasting, from

the begiiming, or ever the earth was; when there were no depths, I was brought forth, when there

were no fountains abouniiing with water ; before the mountains were settled, before the hills, was I

brought forth.' All this, according to Dr. Ridgeley's rule, just means, that Christ was ordained to

be Mediator, before the earth and waters and hills were ordained to be created,—that he was or-

dained in eternity before eternity. Surely the offering of so disastrous an interpretation,—the

ofTering of it, too, as an only argument for harmonizing the passage with his views,—is strong inci-

dental evidence, is virtually a direct confession, that the statements respecting Wisdom assert the

eternity of our Lord's sonship.

Another argument ^^ hich Dr. Ridgeley notices, is founded on Heb. i. 2. ' God hath in these last

days spoken to us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds, who, being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,' &e. But
so far from impugning the argument, as he thinks he doi'S, he only states in a clear light, though
in words of his own, the doctrine which it maintains. *^y the expression, * the express in age

of his person,' says he, ' 1 humbly conceive is meant that, though his divine nature is the same
as the Father's, yet his personality is distinct.' Now sameness of nature with the Father and dis-

tinctness of personality, are just filiation or divine sonship ; and they are affirmed of Christ both
directly as ' the Son,' and indirectly as correlative to ' the Father.' ' The Son,' sa)S the apostle,

* is the express image of his person,'—the express image of the person of ' the Father.' He is so,

Dr. Ridgeley admits, not as Mediator, but as possrssing sameness of nature with the Father,

and distinct personality. These, then, and not his mediatorial properties, are the elements of bis

sonship.

Dr. Ridgeley next animadverts on an argument founded on the fifth chapter of the gospel accord-

ing to John. But he quotes only one of about twenty verses on which the argument rests; and
quotes it as though it contained the whole evidence appealed to, and without a hint that the pun-

gency of the argument is derived Irom the entire scope of the chapter. No objection can be made
to his comment on that particular verse. His views as to 'the Father's giving the Son to have life

in himself,' are on the whole unexceptionable; but, in the connexion in which they stand, they are

entirely thrown away: they afford no answer—thouf;h, in fact, no other is given—to the argument
of his opponents. What we contend for, in appealing to the iiftli chapter of John, is that, in a con-

ference with the Jews, Christ asstrts his true deity, that he does this by CrtUing God ' his Fa-

ther,' that the Jews understood him to claim divinity by his tacitly assuming to be * the Son of

God,' and that he confirmed them in their opinion by expressly Crflling himself the Son, and by
claiming for himself, under that name or in that character, such honours as are due to Deity,— ' that

all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.' Dr. Ridgeley, when he comes
to treat of our Lord's deity, sees this argument in all its beauty, and feels it in all its force ; and he

expends paragraphs upon it in showing how demonstratively it proves Christ to be God. Yet not

a sentence «bich he so conclusively writes there, does not apply to the doctrine of divine sonship.

He dwells with just emphasis on the construction which the Jews put upon our Lord's words, and
on his proceediiig to sanction and confirm it. Now the words which they construed to mean
his assertion of true deity were, ' My Father worketh hitherto, and I work '—for 'they sought the

more to kill him, because he said that God was his Father, making himself equal with God ;' and
the words by which he sanctioned and confirmed their interpretation, claimed for him only the name
of ' the Son,' and correlation with the Father

—

'for,' said he, 'as the Father raiseth up the dead,

and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will; for the Father judgeth no man,
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men should honour the Son even as they
honour the Father.' What can be clearer than that it is as the Son our Lord claimed to be divine,

that the Jews understood ' the Son ot God' to be a divine title, and that both, by appropriating this

name and by asserting his correlation with the Father, he made and confirmed their impression that

he claimed to be truly God? II the passage proves his deity—and v\ho can doubt that it does?

—

it proves it only through the medium of his divine sonship ; for it directly asserts that he is divine

as the Son, that he is divine correlatively to the Father; and it teaches the doctrine of his deity

as a corollary of the doctrine ol his divine sonship. Nor is it an objection to say that it affirms some
things concerning him which can belong to him only as Mediator. The chief of these is, that he

has received from the Father the appointment or office of Judge; and this, so far from being affirm-

ed of him as the Son of Go<l, is expressly ascribed to him in another and mediatorial character.

The Father hath given him authority to execute juilgment also,' says the passage, 'because he

is the Son of man.' If ' Son of God ' were a me<liatorial title, the import of this statement «ould

be, ' He who is the Son of God is constituteil Judge, because he is the Son of God.' Who can

imagine that so unmeaning a statement—*a matter is so, because it is so,'—was made by divine

wisdom? Is it not apparent that ' Son of man' is a mediiitorial title,—that it is antithetic to the

title ' Son of God,'—and that the ascription ol it to Christ, in assigning the reason of his being

Judge, necessarily implies that, as the Son ot God, he is, not the Mediator, but the second pel son of

Deity ? He has authority given him to execute judgment, not because he is the Son of God—for

as such he is equal with the Father; but because he is the Son of man—for as such he is the

Father's messenger and servant.

Dr. Ridgeley, under the form of an objection to his own views, introduces an argument in favour

of our Lord's divine sonship, lounded on those texts in which the Father is said to have sent his

Son into the world. The argnineiit dues not, as his statement ot it implies, rest on one text; but
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it is based on many.—in f-'ct. on tin- curnnt plirRseology of the New Testament respecting the

Son,—on all the passages which represent him either hs h«viiig hccn sent or as haviii),' come. The
Son is said to have become pjirtiker of flesh and l)loo(l, to have come into the world, to have

been sent utnier the law, made of woinati, to have come in his Father's name, to have come forth

from the Father into the world; and, in all such expressions, he is implied to have had pre-existence

as the Sou, or to be the Son in his divine nature. Dr. Ridgeley replies, that ' it is not necessary

to suppose that he had the character of a Son before he was sent, though he had that of a divine

person.' But the quest'on respects not character, but personality. What we ask is. Does the name
Son designate Christ's person as Mediator, or his person as God? Dr. Ridgeley's statement is am-
biguous : he talks of the character of a Son, as distinguished from the character of a divine person.

If bv 'character' he mean a property, a qualitv, or a relation, he aliainions his own view of the

sonship, and makes it consist, not in our Lord's mediatorial personality, but in mediatorial proper-

ties or relationship. If, on the other hand, he mean by ' character' a person, what sense can be

attached to the statement that ' it is not necessary to suppose that one sent has personality before

he was sent?' He who "as sent is called "the Son.' What can be a fairer inference than that he

WHS the Son when he was sent, ami before he was sent? Dr. Ridgeley himself very justly and

pungently draws the inference in support of our liOrd's divine personality. * His being sent into the

world liy the Father,' says he, 'which is frequently affirmed of him in the New Testament, proves

that he is a distinct person Irom the Father; lor a quality, relation, or property, c<innot be said to

be sent as the Son is.' Yet it is the Son who is sent. What follows but that, as the Son, he had,

before being sent, distinct personality,—that, in other words, he is the Son as to his divine nature.

To tell us that his being sent as the Son has reference to a character, is to say that * a quality,

relation, or property,' is sent; or if 'character' he understood in the sense of 'person,' it is

either to admit the pre-existence, and consequently the divinity of his sonsbip, or to deny the

obviously true principle of Dr. Ridgeley 's reasoning respecting personality,—that to be sent pre-

supposes a person.

The texts in question, besides, mention adjuncts of the Son's being sent which seem decisive of the

pre-existence of his Sonship. 'God,' we are told, 'sent his ovmi Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.'

Here was humiliation. Here was the sending of a glorious person in a nature, or with an appearance
abasingly different from that in which alone he had hitherto existed. All the meaning, all the appro-

priateness, all the force of the passage, are seen only when it is viewed as parallel to the declaration,
* He, being in the form of God, was made in the likeness of men.' Again, we are told, ' God sent

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law.' Here was the manner in which he was
sent; here were the adjuncts of his coming. He who was the Son of Goil was made of a woman:
he who was the Lawgiver was made under the law. But, according to Dr. Rid^eley's theory,

these were not the adjuncts with which the Son came, but the circumstance-s which constituted

him the Son. If the doctrine of mediatorial sonship were true, the Son was not sent, but the send-
ing of the second person of Deity made him the Son ; or his being made of a woman, made under
the law, constituted, not his being sent, but bis assumption of sonship.

Dr. Ridgeley seems aware that his ground in opposing this argument is untenable ; and he hence
tries to show that the doctrine of Christ's mediatorial sonship is reconcilable with his pre-existence
as the Son. ' If we suppose,' says he, ' that he had the character of a Son before he was sent

into the world, it will not overthrow our argument. He was, by the Father's designation, an
eternal Mediator, and, in this respect, God's eternal Son.' He forgets that he had used the argument
from his being sent, to prove his divine pre-existence and peisonality; and he does not see—but
who else does not?—that Socinians might now retort upon him and say: 'If we suppose that

Christ had the character of God hi fore he was sent into the world, it will not overthrow our doctrine
that he is God only as a human Mediator. He was, by the Father's designation, an eternal Mediator
and, in this respect, eternally God.' Besides, Dr. Ridgeley's purely figurative idea of pre-existence

or eternal sonship, is utterly incompatible with the (act of being literally sent. ' If,' as he justly

teaches, ' a quality, relation, or property, cannot be said to be sent,' how can that be said to be
sent which does !iot exist at all, or exists only in purpose or by a figure? On the same principl

that he talks of Christ's ' eternal sonship,' he might talk also of the eternal sonsbip of every ange
and ev ery redeemed soul. Angels and saved men wei e all as truly ordained to be sons of God respec-

tively by creation and regeneration, as Christ was ordained to be Medaior. May it, therefore, be
said, on the ground of the execution of the divine purposes respecting them, that God sent them
"nto the world,—sent them in the same sense in which he sent his Son? Yet monstrous and re-

volting as this conclusion is, it fiiirly follows from Dr. Ridgeley's premises. His attempt to show
that mediatorial sonshij) is compatible wiih the fact of the Son having been literally sent, only
affords additional, though indirect evidence, that Christ is the Son as to his divine nature.

I shall here, from among a number which niiyht lie adduced, mention two arguments for our Lord's
divine sonship, which Dr. Ridgeley hns omitted to notice. One of these is founded on the words:
• Who hath ascended up into lieaven or descended? who hath gathered the winds in his fists? who
hath liound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is hig

name, and what is his Son's name, it thou canst tell?' (Prov. xxx. 4.) Whoever doubts that these

Mords de^crille Deity, and are not a general allusion to any imaginary god or power of the hea-
thens whom they Mdnly supposed to have achieved divine works, may compare them with parallel

texts in Job, Psalms, and Isaiah (Job xxxviii. 4, &c. ; Ps. civ. 3, &c. ; Isa. xl. 12, &c.) ; and he
will there rind [ihraseolog\. the same either in terms or in import, applied in the same way as here,

to 'Jehovah,'—to 'Jeho\ah, God.' What then, but the doctrine of divine sonship is taught or im-
plied ill the second clause of the question, ' What is his name, and what is his Sun's name, if thou
canst tell ?'

The other argument which 1 shall mention is based on Rom. i. 3, 4. ' Concerning his Son Jeaua
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Christ, who was mnde of the seed of D.ivid according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of
(jod with power, according to the Spirit of holiiies*, by the resurrection from the dead.' Here
there seetns evidently a twofold antithesis : 'made of the seed of David,' is antithetic to ' declared
to he the Son of God ;' and, 'ai cording to the flesh,' is antithetic to 'according to the Spirit of
holiness.' As "the seed of David,' our Lord whs 'made' (ytvofiivou) ; hut as 'the Son of God,'he
was 'declared,'—'declared by a miracle.'

—

{o^itrBivros iv 'Swafiti) ' nnraculously declared hv the re-

surrection from the dead.' Again, as 'the seed of David,' he was 'according to the flesh ' {xaret
ta^xa); hut as 'the Son of God,' he was 'according to the Spirit of holiness,'—according to the
divine n:iture {kxio. -Trnufn.a ayiuirvvtis). If the doctrine of mediatorial sonship were true, there
would he no propriety, no correctness, in speaking of ' the seed of David,' of being ' made,' of be-
ing ' according to the flesh,' antithetically to ' the Son of God ;' for, according to that doctrine, all

the ideas expressed h\ these phrases are eleme?its in the notion of the sonship, and cannot be anti-
thetic. But how consistent, bow expressive, is the passage, when we view the sonship as divine!
Christ, according to his human nature, was the seed of David, and according to his divine nature
was tlie Son of God: he was 'made' or 'l)ecame'the former in his incarnation, and was 'de-
clared' or demonstrated to be the latter liy his miraculous discomfiture of death.
We now pass to a brief notice of Dr. Ri(igele\'s arguments in favour of his doctrine. Later

writers who advocate it must feel surprise that he does not quote Luke i. 35. in its defence :
' The

Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Higliest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God.' But though
this text has of late been appealed to as the very pillar of the doctrine of me<iiatorial sonship. Dr.
Ridgeley has perspicacity to see that, when viewed in that light, it is claimed more by ttie Socin-
ians than the orthodox. He justly remarks, that ' a miraculous production is not a sufficient founda-
tion to support the charactei of the Son of God ;' and he might have added, that even if it were,
it would render Christ the Son, not of the Father, hut of the Holy Ghost. ' The glory of Christ's
sonship,' he concludes, 'is iiiHnittly greater than what arises from the ndraculous conception.' He
sees too—as who may not ?—that the word translated 'called,' means, not ' designated' or 'deno-
minated,' but • declared,' ' made knovMi,' • ackiiowle<lged ;' and he reads the latter part of the verse
thus: 'That Holy Thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called,' as he really is, 'the Son of
God.' Why, then, we ask, did he not adopt the doctrine of divine sonship? No inference can ap-
pear to follow more fairly Irom premises, than this doctrine does from his remarks and reasoning.
Yet he evades it ; and, in its stead, adopts the conclusion that Christ is the Son of God by the
union of the <livine and the human natures. But what was the formation of that union? Was it

not the incarnation,—the miraculous conception,—the very event which the passage in question
records? But it the Jvrmation ol the union, or the union in its stupendous and supernatuial com-
mencement, was ' not a sufficient foundation to support the (character ot tbe sonship of God,' how
could the union itself, or the union as perpetuated, be * a sufficient (oundatioii ?' The text in Luke,
even in the light of Dr. Ridgeley 's oun exposition of it, appears to be strictly parallel to that at
which I last glanced. Christ, as to his human nature, was the son of Mary ; but, as to his divine
nature he was the Son of God. His heing 'made of a woman' was evidence that he was truly
man; but his human nature being miraculously conceived by the Holy Ghost, was eviiience that
he pre-existed and is truly God. Because he was born of the Virgin, he should be acknowledged
as the Son of man, and because he had miraculous evidence of incarnation, he should be acknow-
ledged as the Son of God. The complexion of his advent to our world, just like that ol his rising

from the dead, miraculously declared him to be divine. The display or demonstration, in either

case, of his sonship, was the display or demonstration of his deity.

Dr. Ridgeley's arguments in favour of the doctrine of mediatorial sonship— though he seems to
menace us with them by the hundred, and to talk as if one existed in every text of the New Testa-
ment which speaks of Christ as the Son—are of only two classes, or, more properly, are just two in
number, each being based on a class of texts.

His first argument rests on the numerous passages in which our Lord is called, 'the Christ, the
Son of God.' The instances which he quotes, and separately comments on, are so closely akin oi
rather identical in nature, that two—the first and second which he anduces—develop all the argu-
merit from the whole. ' Peter's confession,' says he, ' Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God,' speaks of our Lord as Christ, or the Mediator, that is, as the person who was invested in the
office, and came to perform the work of the Mediator; and, as such, it calls him ' the Son of the
living God.' Now the name, ' the Christ,' according to Dr. Ridgeley's own showing and agreeably
to general consent, means just ' the Mediator.' Yet, this, too, is what, according to his argument,
the title, ' the Son of the living God,' means. He, hence, represents Peter as uttering this extra-
ordinary tautology: 'Thou art the Mediator, the Mediator;' or, 'Thou art the Messiah, the
Messiah.' But let the title, ' the Son of God,' be understood as designating our Lord's deit>, and
the confession is consistent and expressive : 'Thou art the Mediator, the true God' ' Thou art

the Redeemer of men, the Creator of the ends of the earth.' The question of the High Priest,

and our Lord's answer to it, are exactly parallel to Peter's confession. 'So,'sa_\s Dr. Ridgeley,
when the High Priest asked our Saviour, 'Art thou the Christ, the Son of God?' his question
mean-, ' Art thou the Messiah, as thou art supposed to be by thy followers?' Here, according to
Dr. Ridgeley, is the same tautology as before :

' Art thou the Christ, the Christ?' or, 'Art thou
the Messiah, the Messiah ?' In this instance, however, he is lot satisfied with one tautology ; but
proceeds to elicit another. ' Our Saviour,' sa\s he, • replied to him,' ' Thou hast said,' that is, 'It
IS as thou hast said ;' and then he describes himself in aiiullier cliuiacler, by winch he is often re-

presented, lutmtly, us Mediator, and speaks of the highest degree of ids meiiiatoiial glorv to which
Le shall be advanced at his second coming: ' Nevei theless, 1 sav unto \ou. Hereafter ye shall see
tttt i-oii of man sitting on the right tiand ot povser.' Noa, might not Dr. Ridgtle_\ ha\e seen that
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B8 the character in which our [.ord proceeds to spe ik of himself i« that of 'the Son of man,' and

that lis this is ' another character ' from that in «hi(h the llif;h Prit st had spoken of him,—'an-

other character' from that of ' the Son of God.'— hoth cannot he identified with the character of

Meiliator ? Mij;ht he not liave inftrrcd also, that the title, 'the Son of man,' being, according to his

own s^hdwiiig, designative of our Loid as Mediator, the title, 'the Son ot God,' must be desig-

iialive of him as a person of the Go(ihead? Besides, the High Prii s-t would not have charged

him with blasphemy, for calling himself the Messiah. The Jews, from the greatest to the least of

them, gave a ready, a credulous hearing to almost any one who claimed to be the Christ; and
whenever they charged Dur Lord vxith hlaspliemy, they viewed him, ami viewed him rightly, as

claiming to be divine. But the High Prie^t rtud all the multitude which stood before him, when
Jesus a\owe(i himself to he the Son of Goil, exclaimed, ' lie hath S|)oken blasphemy ; what further

nei d have we of witnesses?' ' Here,' sa_\s Dr. Ridgcley, when treating of our Lord's <ltity and
concl'isively proving that gieat docirme Irom this passage, ' Here our Lord was asked, Wliether

he were the Christ, the Son of God? that is the Messiah, whom the Jews expected, who >;overned

his Church of old, and whi'in they acknowledyed to be a divine person or the Son of God ; and here

he asseits himself to be the Son ot Gnd, and to have a riyfit to the ylory of a divine person.' (See
Sect on. ' Proofs of Christ's Deity fiom his own statemi nts.') How sound is this statement—how
contlusive the inference whuh it emhoiiies—but how incompntible with the doctrine ot me( iatorial

sonsliip! If Clirist asserted his deiiy at all—and the High Priest, the multitude of Jewish specta-

tors, and Dr. Ridgeley himself, all understood liiin to asseit it— he asse ttd it only by avowing him-

self to lie the Son of God. He v\as < ivine, he had a distinct character from that of Mediator, he
had pre-existence, he had suprt n;e f;lerv, he nr^'ed a claim which the H'gh Pii st unbelievingly and

wickedly pronounced blasphemous, he asserte<t himselt to be equal with the Father, simply b\ call-

ing hin^self ' the Son.' The remarks we have now made iippl\ in substance to nil the texts, noticed

or not noticed by Dr. Riiigeley, in which the titles 'Christ' and 'Son of God 'jointly occur.

'Dr. Rii geley's second or remaininL' argument in fa\our of the doctiine of mediatorial sonship, is

based on the class of texts which speak of Christ as Mediator, and at the same time call htm the

Son. We do not need to notice any of the particular examples which he selects tor illustration.

The entire pi inciple of his are ument is w rong and indefensible, and is again an<i again, both overtly

and practically, refuted by himself. Almost every line of his very correct statement of the per-

sonal work of the S<in, in his section on 'the Economy of I'eisons in the Godhead,' might be quot-

ed in refutHtion. Nearly all his reasoiiinfjs to piove our Lord's deity also set it at defiance. It, in

fact, ' the Son of God' were not a divine title be<-ause some passages in which it occurs speak of Christ

as Mediator, almost every application to him of a divine title in the New 'i'estament, and almost every
ascription to him ot divine perfections, divine w oi ks, or divine worsliip, would, for the same reason, be
annulled or silenced. Chri^t as Mediator, is properly designated either by a divine title, or by a title

descriptive of his humanity ; for, as Mediator, he is both God and man. All we cnn infer as to the
quality ot a title when applied to him in that character, must be learned from the context, from
internal evidence, or from other passages in which it occurs; and, accori ing to the evi<,ence thence
elicited, it may strictly designate our Lord as God, or describe him as the Messiub, or refer to bis

human nature or incarimte state. To infer that a title is mediatorial which occurs in connexion
with statements of mefliatoiiai works or office, is to set at defiance the strong, m'liutold, conclusive

evidence that 'the Word,' ' God,' 'Jehovah,' as applied to Christ, are divine titles. ' Son of God*
is proved by other scriptures, just as these titles are, to designate our Lord's deity ; and when
fbiini', as they are, in texts which speak of him as Mediator, it must, like them, be understood in

its legitimate or ordinary sense. In the first chapter of the (pistle to the Hebrews, to which we
had already occasion to refer, we have a fair example : Christ is there spoken of as Mediator, and
he is designated 'the Son.' 'God,' and 'Jehovah.'

I shall close my remarks on our Lor<i's sonship with a brief historical statement,—designed not
BS an argument, but only as an illustration, or as iiu idental corroborative testimony. Of the ten
extant creeds of the period preceding the fourth centur), one speaks relatively of the Son, men-
tioning ' Jesus Christ,' and calling God ' his Father ;* another reads * the Son ;' tw o read ' his Son,'
two read • the Son of God ;' one reads ' his Son, the Word, Son of man and Son of God ;' another
reads "Jesus Christ, the Lord, truly human and trulv divine ;' and another reads, 'the only begotten
Son, the living and irresistible Wonl, the only Son of the only Father, God of God.' The original

harmonies of the ten creeds seem all to have read, ' his only begotten Son ;' and all the Greek copies

of the Apostles' Creed, or those used in the oriental churches, retain this reading to the present nay.

The Jews, the apostles, and all the early Christians, appear to have understood this phrase, or
any language analogous to it, to assert our Lorn's true deity. To confess Jesus to be 'the Son of
God,' was to acknowledge his supreme power and authority, and his perfect equality with the Fa-
ther ; just as to confess him to be ' the Christ,' was to acknowledge bis being ot the seed of David,
and the Saviour of the worhl. When, on one occasion, he said to the Jews, ' My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work,' they 'sought to kill him,' assigning as the reason of their malice, that "he
said God svas his Father, making himself equal with God ;' and when, on a subsequent occasion,

the\ actually took up stones to stone him for calling himself the Son of God, they remarked, in

answer to a renionstiance from him, ' For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy, and
because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.' All the early Christians and primitive

churihes appear to have understood, in the same way, that 'the Son,' and especially 'the onl} Son,'
and ' the only begotttn Son,' are strictly appellations of Deity. Novatus, the foundir of the evati-

gelical sect of the Novatians, and the author of a work on the doctrine of the 'I'rinity which was
h ghly a[)preciated during centuiies after he w'lote, sa_\s, ' As our Saviour's being the Son of man
declares his humanity, so his btiiig the Son of God is an uiuitniable proof of his divinity ;' again,
* He is not only a man becatise the Son of iijan, but he is also God because the Son of God.' C)rU

1. :i I
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of Ji>rusili-m, "ho wrofe about the year 370. who, indeed, had so far Platonized as to speculate on
the modus of the sonship, aii<l had a<iopted the notion of g-eaeration, but who, nevertheless, is a

witness as to belief in the fact of divine sonship—says. ' When thou hi'ar.-st Christ called a Son,

do not think him to l)e an adopted Son, but a Son by nature, an only begotten Son; for he is

'Called the only begotten, bicause there is none Ike him as to either the dignity of his deity, or his

geneiatioii from the Father.' Athanasius, who wrote a little before (\vril, and in circumstances

similar to his, says, ' We believe in one only begotten Word, born of the Father, without begin-

ning of time, from all eternity, being not a division from the impassible nature, or an emission, but

a perfect Son.' Several other of the early Christian authors write exactly the same sentiments;

and though, like Cyril and Athanasius, they unwarrantably venture to speak, in an expository way
of the scriptural epithet ' begotten,' they are not to be viewed as having on less secure ground
maititained the fact of (iivine sonship, because they unadvisedly speculate<i as to its manner. Even
the Arians, after discarding other evidences of our Lord's divine dignity, admitted the names ' Son'

and 'only begotten Son' to prove his being 'like God.' These names were a grand defence, ou
the part of the orthodox, against their heresy. The use and exposition and admitted force of the

names, not only prevented Arianism from degenerating into such a system as modern Socinianism,

but oliliged it to rise higher and higher m definitions of the Son's dignity, till it finally merged in

orthodoxy, or was abandoned by its followers.

—

Ed.]
[Note 2 N, The Spirit of Adoption—The rule which Dr. Ridgeley proposes to be observed in

tra'iislatiut; phrases which mention the Spirit, is sound and important; but does not seem to apply to

the principal instance which hea(ldu(!es for illustration. 'The Spirit itself,' awra t» irvfi;^«, in Rom.
viii. 16, may lie translate<i, ' This very Spirit,' 'the same Spirit,' or 'that Spirit;' and clearly refers

to ' the Spirit of aitoption,' fnufio, vIo^ktixs, mentioned in the preceding verse. Now, ' the Spirit

of adoption,' or rather ' the Spirit of sonship,' is antithetic to ' the spirit of bondage,' or ' the spirit

of servitude, trnu/ia. Sai/Xt/aj. The believers to whom Paul wrote had 'not received the spirit of

servitude again to tear,'—to crouch and be in terror like slaves; but they had ' received the Spirit

of sonship. whereby they cried. Abba, Father,'—rejoicing and obeying like children. The 'spirit*

from which they had been delivered was 'the old man,' 'the flesh,' 'the carnal mind,' the unre-

geneiated, earthly, corrupt natural character; and the 'Spirit' by which they had become animated

was 'the new man,' the spiritual mind, 'the new creature,' the holy, heavenly, devotional, filial

character of the renovated soul. ' This Spirit'— which distinguished them as sons, and embodied

the dispositions and hopes and joys of children—'cried, Abba, Father;' and bore witness with their

spiiit, Tai rnvfio-Ti fifiuv, with their own nnnd, with their intellectual consciousness, 'that they were

the chiidr.-n ol God.'

The ' Spirit of sonship' is unquestionably produced and sustained by the Holy Spirit; but is not

the Holy Spirit himself. The phrase is just one of the frequerit and expressive metonymies of the

New Testament, by which the cause is put for the effect,—the agent for his work,—the Holy Spirit

for the graces he bestows and the dispositions he creates. The metonomy occurs in a strong form

in Gal. iv. 6: ' And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,

crying, Abba, Father.' The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Christ, and the Spirit of God's Son,

because he testifies of him in his word and by his operations, and because he sut)dues souls to his autho-

rity, and maintains in them obedience to his faith ; but, in the passage in question, he seems clearly to be

spoken of nietonymically lor the effects he produces, or the hopes and affections which he originates

and sustains. If by the Spirit of God's Son we understand the Holy Spirit personally, we
have the assertion that he. not the tievv man which he creates, not the element of Spirit sonship

which he sustains, cries, ' Abl)a, Father.' Hut as the nature of the case, and the parallel text in

Romans, prove that the spiritual child is what cries ' Abba, Father,' we must conclude that the

Holy Spirit is spoken of, not personally, but as represented by his work in the believing soul Ed.]

[Note 2 O. Substitution of * Lord' for 'Jehovah.'—There seems good reason why 'Jehovah' in

the Old Testament is translated ' Lord' in the New. The language of the inspired writers of the

New Testament whs Hellenistic Greek. It was such Greek as the Jews understood and spoke,

—

the Greek of the Septuagini ; and this language did not contain the word Jehovah, but substituted

for it the word Kwg/aj. Besides, even classical Greek contained neither a word, nor proper ele-

ments for forming one, uhich might have strictly represente<i the word 'Jehovah.' The substitu-

tion of this name b) Kv^ias is not different, in principle or effect, from the substitution of D'rtbx

bv ©nf. 'i'he latter name in Hebrew has it- peculiar and expressive meaiiing as truly ts the name

nVT' ; indeed, ac.ditional to its distinguishing radical sigrnficancy, it possesses a shade of meaning ot

no small impoitance connected wiili iis pliiial form. Yet this name is uniformly translated 0te(, for

the sicnple reason that, among exisiing vocables of the Greek language, or vocables which might

have been framed froiu its tliimn s, th-it woid most nearly expressed the requisite idea. Appar-

entlv tor just the same reason, rr^n" is translated Kv^tot In three instances, indeed, (Rev. i. 4, 8; iv,

8.) that name is actually used in tiie New 'i\ stami'nt,—used according to its peculiar and (iistinguish-

ing significaiicx,— but used in the form of a periplirasis, probably the only form in which the Greek

language admitted of its lieing expressed. But while "he who is, and who was, and who is to come,

is a suitable description, it cannot properly be used as an appellation ; and hence does not, in general,

take the place occupie(i by the single word, ' Lord."

—

Ed.]

[NoTK 2 P. The AnyelJehouah. —\yr. lliilgeley, instead of discussing the texts respecting 'the

Angel of the Lord' in answer to an ol>jection, might have advantageously employed thein as the

basis ot positive aiul strong arguments. Not only do they afford no colour to the allegation that

the name ' Jeliovah' is applied to a created angel, but they furnish direct and manifold evidence of

our Lord's tiue deity. The words mn* "INbn, viewed apart from collocation or context, are capable

of being translattd either ' the angel of Jehovah,' or 'the A ngel Jehovah.' ^^{ba is a masculine,

singular noun, not subject to change when joined to a pionoininal sullix or to a governing noun.
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Hence when it and mrt* occur together, the context alone must determine whether they are not

nouns in apposition,—appellatives, the one official and the other essential, of the same person.

Now, the person to whom they are applied is uniformly spoken of in terms \\liich are utterly inap-

plicable to a cn-ature. No created angel is ever introduced to our notice in such a distinguishing

and plurioui manner as he. Works are frequently ascribed to him, the performance of which im-

plies omnipotence. His name, us in the narrative of his wrestling with Jacob, of his appearance to

Manoab. and his manifestation to Moses, is used interchangeably with the name DNlbx : and in the

last of these instances, as well as in two others, (Judges vi. 1 1— 16; ii. 1—5.) is used interchange-

ably also with the name 'Jehovah.' On these grounds, we cannot but infer that he is not a created

angel,—that he is truly a divine person,—that the nouns mrr« and ^Nba, whii h designate him, are

placed in apposition, the one denoting him in his deity, and the other denoting him in his offic.-.

While 'the Angel Jehovah' is mentioned identically with 'God' or 'Jehovah,' he is also men-
tioned distinctly.—a fact which harmonizes with the doctrine of unity in the divine essence and
distinction in divine persons. In the story of Balaam and Barak, in the course of which ' the
Angel Jehovah' is repeatedly mentioned, it is said: ' God's anger was kindled because he went,

and the Angel Jehovah stood in the way ;' and again, ' Jehovah opened the eyes of Balaam, and he
saw the Angel Jthovah standing in the way.'

That 'the Angel Jehovah' was the second person of Deity, who should in the fulness of time
become incarnate as Mediator between God and man, appears from comparing Malachi iii. 1, on the
one hand, with Luke vii. 27, and, on the other, with Judges ii. 1 :

' Behold, I will send my mes-
senger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom ye seek sliall suddenlv come
to his temple, even the Angel of the covenant whom ye delight in.' This passHge our Lord quoted
at the commencement of his public ministry; applying the former part of it expressly to Joiin the

Baptist, and the latter part tacitly, but certainly, to himself. ' This,' said he, speaking of John,
' This is he of whom it is written, I send my messenger before thy face ; he shall prepare thy
way before thee.' If John the Baptist was the messenger who prepared the way, our Lord, by
necessary cotisequence, was ' the Angel of the covenant who should suddenly come to his temple.'

Now, that the Angel of the covenant was the Angel Jehovah, appears from the text to which we
refirred in the book of Judges: ' The Angel Jehovah came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I

made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which 1 suare unto your
fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you.' Thus. ' the Angel Jehovah' is mani-
festly 'the Angel of the covenant,' and ' the Angel of the covenant' is our I^ord Jesus Christ.

The fact that 'the Angel Jehovah' is our blessed Lord being now estalilished, a vast volume of
evidence is unfolded of his true deity. The name PTin» ^^<bn is itself a divine name,—as strictly so
as the simple name 'Jehovah.' The nouns of which it is composed, being |)laced in apposition,
have the force and significancy of independent nominatives, mrrv when joined with TkSd. is, in

consequence, as unrestricted in its import as if it stood alone. Every passajje, therefore, in which
the name ' the Angel Jehovah' occurs, is an instance of the application to our Lord of the supreme
and incommunicable name of Deity. All the passages, also, in which that name is used inteichange-
ably with ' God' or 'Jehovah,' are instances of the twofohi application to him of the divine name.
If we look, too, at the passage quoted from the book of Judges, we find 'the Angel Jehovah ' saying
that it was he who led the Israelites up out of Egypt, who made the covenant with them which
constituted them a peculiar peopir. and who sware to their lathers that he would give them the
land of promise. We must hence inler that when the names 'God' and 'Jehovah' occur in con-
nexion with the very numerous >tattmeiits of these events, they are directly applicable to 'the
Angel Jehovah,' our Lord and Saviour.

—

Ed.]
[Note 2 Q. Proof of Christ's Deity from Rom. ix. 5—Dr. Ridgeley misses the point of the argu-

ment. From the manner in which h • states it, he wears the appearance of taking for granted the
thing to be proved. 'I'he proof that the clause, ' who is over all, God blessed tor ever,' refers to
Christ, consists, not in the humm and the divine nature being 'mentioned together," but in the clause
which designates the former, xara <raoxa, being antithetic. The same phrase occurs in Rom. viii.

1, 4, 5, and, in each of the vers, s, is opposed to xitra fruufm. It occurs also in Rom. i. 4, and is

there opposed to xara rnvfi.a. kyiurunfif. In these, and other passages, it is manifestly antithetic;
nor can it be otherwise understooil in Rom ix. 5. Had the apostle intended to say" merely that
Christ was di scended Iroin the f.ithers. he could not, without gross tautology, have added, 'con-
cerning the flesh.' It, as the Socinians allege, Christ was a mere man, he could be spoken of lit all,

or spoken of especially, as descemled from the laihers, only Kara ra^xa. Hence, to have added this
phrase was, on the Socinian h>pothesis, or according to the Sociiiian interpretation of the passage,
an unmeaning: accumulatioi ol words. The phrase, to have any inipoit or propriety, must aiiti-

theiically refer to some quality or idea to which 'the flesh,' or human nature, is opposed. This
qualitv can be found only in what immediately follows. ' who is over all. God blessed lor ever;' and
it is pointed out, or determined, by ibe relative o, which looks back to •' X^irrtt as its ante, edeiit.

Dr. Riiigeley thinks iiis stricture on the Socinian emendation only "a prubalde argument.' But
his statement, that, ' whenever the words are so used in the New' Tesianient, ib.it thev mav be
traii>lated, • Blesised be God,' they are disposed in a ditf. rent form or order from tiiut in which they
occur here,* is abundantly iletensible. Besides, to render the words Sici tvX^ynros n( rout aivat,
•Bl.ssed be God for ever,' converts them into a doxology. in utter defiance of cm. textual coherence
or conne.\;ioii. If. too, the words are a doxologv ,— if they are to be construed apart from what
precedes tliem,— 3to< could not have appeared, as it does, without the article. Understanding
the |ias.>iage as our translators did, Bis; and Xjirro; are designations ol ihe same pel son; and », having
been used before X^irrof, did not need to be rrpeated before ^ii>(. But, in order that the concluding
clause may have conn.xion and meaning within itself, the appearanc- of i before 9i:( is indispensable.
What then, can we inter troin the absen.-e of the article, or Irom the antitli tic power of xara «•««»«,
but that, in the terms of our translation, 'Christ is over all, God blessed lor ever?' Ed.]
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[Note 2 R. The Doctrine of the Greek Article—Dr. Ridpeley here states, in limine, a doctrine
respecting tlie Greek Article, wliich is of great importance, aud which, since his time, has drawn
much attention from the learned, and heen established on an inexpugnable basis. The doctrine, as
stateii by Dr. Ridgeley, is essentially correct; and, as now investigated and proved, it affords, not
'a probable argument,' but a series of strong irrefutable arguments in favour of our Lord's true
deity. Mr. Granville Sharp was the first writer who brought the doctrine fairly before the public
view; and he was followed, first by Dr. Wordsworth, and next by Dr. Middleton, bishop of Cal-
cutta, the latter of whom, in a considerable volume on the subject, has presented the doctrine in

all its force and beauty, and fortified it by innumerable appeals to authority. The doctrine is this:

Whenever two or more personal nouns, either substantives or adjectives, of the same gender, number,
and case, are joined by xai, and preceded by an article, not rep- ated before the second or subsequent
nouns, they denote only one person. A corollary of the doctrine is, that, when t«o personal nouns
are joined t)y khi. and denote different persons, while qualities are implied which might exist iji one
person, either they must both want the Article, or both have it. With a very few exceptions, all

Greek, whither that of the classic writers, or that of the early Christian authors, is constructtd in

accordance with this doctrine. The exceptions, too, are only apparent, occurring merely in instances

of qualities so incompatible, or names so manifestly distinct, that they could not possibly be under-
stood to belong to the same person.

The arguments which the doctrine I have stated elicits for our Lord's true deity, are various
and of high importance. The follo^ving are the chief:—The text quoted by Dr. Ridgeley is

proved by it to bear, as a matter of necessity, the translation which he pioposes :
' Looking for the

blessed hope, even the tlorious appearing of Jesus Christ, the great God and our Saviour.' Another
pass;ipe (2 Pet. ii. 1.) reads in our version: 'Through the righteousness of God and of our Saviour
Jesus Ciirist.' This ou^ht to be: 'Through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.'

A third passage (2 Thess. i. 12.) reads: ' According to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus
Christ.' This ought to be: ' According to the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ.' A fourth
passage (1 Tim. v. 21.) reads :

' I charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ. This ought
to be: 'I charge thee before God, even the Lor<l Jesus Christ.' A fifth passage (Eph. v. 5.) reads:
' In the kingdom of Christ and of God.' This ought to be :

' In the kingdom of Christ, even God.'
—Ed]
[Note 2 S. Genuineness of I John v. 7 When a Trinitarian shows tenacity in maintaining the

genuineness of 1 John v. 7, he wears an appearance of having an empty or ill-furnished armoury for

the defence of his faith. The doctrine of the Trinity stands on a basis of evidence so strong and
broad, and is bulwarked by arguments so numerous and inexpugnable, that there needs be no tilting

with the opponents of it as to the genuineness of this much-disputed text. The evidence for the
interpolation of 1 John v. 7, too, is, to say the least of it, such as should inspire great caution and
no small diffidence.

Biblical literature was in a low state in Dr. Ridgeley's days, compared to that to which it has since

arisen ; and it afforded him faint light for the investigation, respecting this text, on which he entered.

Yet, faint as it was, he has some appearance of not having duly availed himself of it, or of having
misconceived the evidence which it revealed. He certainly says more respectii'g the genuineness of

1 John V. 7, than facts, even as they were known in his day, will \\ ell warrant. ' It must be allowed,'

he sa\s, 'that there is a considerable number of manuscripts in which the text is inserted.' All
the manuscripts yet discovered, which contain the first epistle of John, are one hundred and
twelve in number. Onl\ three of these contain the \erse in question ; one of which is a manu-
script of the seventeenth century, another a copy from the printed text of the Complutensian poly-
glot, and the third, the ' Codex Dubliniensis,' a manuscript which no writer has asserted to be of
higher antiquity than the eleventh century, and which most critics date so low as the fifteenth or
the sixteenth. Against the evi<ience— if evidence it may be called—of these three manuscripts,
is arrayed the evidence of one hundred and nine, including all the manuscripts of the highest an-
tiquity and greatest value.

Again, Dr. Rulgeley says, ' It is less to be wondered at that the text is left out in some ancient
veisions.' Now it is left out in alt the ancient versions, except the Vulgate or Latin. All the
manuscripts even of this version have it not; and those which have it, vary greatly in the manner
in which they read it.

Further, Dr. Ridgeley says, 'it is not quotid. indeed, by the fathers who wrote in the fourth
century, namely, Athanasius, Cyril, Giegory Nazianzen, Chr_\sostom, Augustine, and some others.'

How fifty fathers, or upwards, who wrote on the divinit) of (Mirist, on the Trinity, or on topics in-

timately connected with the text, (io not quote it. All the Greek fathers omit it. Yet many of

them quote both what precedes and what follows it ; and do so in evidence of the doctrine of the

Trinity. Is it to be imagined that, if the verse had been before them, if they had known of its

existence, they would have quoted the words respecting the three earthly witnesses in support of

the doctrine of the Trinity, and, at the same time, have taken no notice of the words respecting the

three heavenly witnesses?

Dr. Ilidgele\'s principal arguments seem to be two. In one, he proposes difficulties respecting

the loss of ancient manuscripts, and the ascertaining of the comparative antiquity of extant cues;

arul arrives at the conclusion that 'the genuinmess or spuriousness of the text is not to be deter-

mined only or principally by inspection of ancient manuscripts." Here he occupies untenable and
dangerous ground. Were his argument sound, it would vindicate almost any interpolation, and un-
settle all the splendid evidences of a [)ure text whu'h have been accumulated by the valuable

labours of Wetstein, Griesbach, and Kennicott. His other i hief argument is based on the supposed
quotation of the text by Cyprian. Hut even it all doubt wtre removed as to Cyprian's words l)eing

a quotation of it, nothing more would be accomplished than to afford oroof. or rather illustration.
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that the text was found, so early as the third century, in some ropies, at least in one, of the Latin
version. The Latin, as 1 have stated, is the only one of the ancient versions which has the text.
That version «as the authority from which Cyprian quoted.— it he quoted at all. Hence, even if

his voice he allowed all the inipoitunce ^hithDr. Rid^'eley attaches to it. it is an8^\ered hy twenty
Latin fathers who wrote on suiijccts connected with the doctrine of the Trinity, but did not quote
the text.— by all th.- Greek (ath. rs,— by all th.- oriental ancient versions,—and by all ancient man-
uscripts of the Grei k text now known to exist.

With such facts before him as 1 have hinted at, a judicious writer will be slow to assert the gen-
uineness of 1 John V. 7. Every apology is to be made lor Dr. Ridgeley, on account of the state
of Bibli(al literature at the period when he wrote. Any writer now, however, cannot well plead
excuse ; and if he assert the genuineness of the text in question, and seem tenacious of it in con-
nexion with the doctrine of the Trinity, he may not only prejudice that all-important doctrine in
the estimation of an Anti-trinitarian, but give unjust occasion to the enemies of revelation to ques-
tion the general purity of the Sacred T.-xt. Just those principlt-s and reasonings which afford us
firm assurance of possessing every wh( re else the pure text ol the divine word, seem to demand that
the genuineness of 1 John v. 7. should not be asserted. But Anti-trinitarians have obtained no tri-
umph, no concession, no advantage, when we cease to adduce it. We meet them still on the same
ground, and with all the same triumphant materials of refutation, as the advocates of orthodoxy in
the enrly centuries, and during the stormy hut futile rage of the anti-Nicene controversy. The
doctrine of the Trinity is interwoven with the entire scriptures, and expressly exhibited in passages
too numerous to be appealed to in am one debate Ed.]
[Note 2 T. ' The Eternal Spirit' through whom Christ offered himself.^—The truth asserted in

the passage in which the phrase * the Eternal Spirit' occurs, is the intinite sufficiency of Christ's
atonement. The blood ol Christ, the apostle states, is able to ' purge the conscience from dead
works to serve the living God'—it is able to do this, he says, because Christ was ' without spot,'
because he offered himself ' to God,' and because he offered himself 'through the Eternal Spirit.'
Looking simply at the design of the passage, at its contextual connection, and at the nature of the
trutti it teaches, one would readily suppose that, by ' the Eternal Spirit,* is to be understood our
Lord's deity.

In the economy of redemption, the work of atonement, in all its parts, belongs peculiarly to the
Son. But what part or property of it is more prominent or characteristic, than its possessing in-
trinsic sufficiency,

—

intinite moral worth? Our Lord's holiness, too, both as priest and as sacra-
fice, was strictly his own. * Such an high-priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepa-
rate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens,' Heb. vii. 26. 'Ye were not redeemeil with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, hut with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without
blemish and without spot,' 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. The divine dignity of our Lord, his being truly God
while he was truly man, was exactly that which rendered his sacrifice sufficient, and his obedience
magnilving to the divine law. ' Feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood,' Acts XX. 28. * God sent his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and by a sin-offering
condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the flesh but after the Spirit,' Rom. viii. 3. 4.

The work of the Holy Ghost, in the economy of redemption, is to 'testify of Christ,' to 'take
of his an<l show them' to men, and, in a process of influence on the understanding and the heart, to
apply the results of atonement and intercession. By him the sacred wiiters were inspired, the pro-
phetic and apostolic miracles were wrought, and the hearts of enemies to the gospel are subdued;
because in these works, as well as in others which he pei forms, Christ as the Mediator is exhibited,
and the design of redemption is practically accompli>hed. Our Lord is the Christ or the Messiah
—the administrator of the dispensation of grace, the Priest and the King in Zion—as anointed
with the Holy Spirit. He is anointed with the oil of gladness, above all others who ever had a
heavenly unction :

' the Father giveth not the Spirit by measure to him.' His anointing, however,
has reference to his administration,— to his wielding a sceptre and ruling over a king<lom,—to his
' sitting a priest upon his throne.' As regards redemption itself, we see him as 'the only-begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth ;' and we hear fiim sajing, ' Mine own arm brought salvation
unto me, and my fur\, it upheld me.' It is as regaids the application of redemption the unlold-
ing ol the evidences of its truth, the communication of a knowledge of it to the understanding, the
removing of (iislike or indifference to it from the heart, and the bestowing of its rich and imperish-
able blessings on the soul, that we see the immediate working, and contemplate the personal glory
of the ever-blessed Spirit.

The phiase, 'the Eternal Spiiit,' is similar to the phrase 'the Spirit of holiness;' and the latter,

as we shoued in the Note on Christ's sonship, is used, in Rum. i. 4, to denote our Lord's deity.

In two other passages which appear to speak strictly of the Saviour, ' the Spirit' seems to be men-
tioned antithetically to ' the flesh.' In both, ' the flesh' clearly «lesignales his human nature; so,

that, by the law of antithesis, 'the Spirit' necessarily designates his divine nature. 'Great is the
mastery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit,' 1 Tim. iii. 16. 'Christ
also hath once suffered lor sins, the just lor the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, hut quickened by the S|)irit,' I Pet. iii. 1.^. At the same time, while speak*
ing of the personal acts of either the Son, the Spirit, or the Father, in the economy of reiiemption,

Me ought closely to bear in mind that God is one, and that the glory of Godhead is undiviued.
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THE DECREES OF GOD.

Question XII. What are the decrees of God ?

Answer. God's decrees are the wise, free, and holy acts of the counsel of his will ; whereby, from

bU eternity, he hath, for his own glory, unchangeably foreordained whatsoever comes to pass in

time ; especially concerning angels and men.

Question XIII. What hath God especially decreed concerning angels and men ?

Answer. God, by an eternal and immutable decree, out of his mere love, for the praise of hisglori-

3US grace, to be manifested in due time, hath elected some angels to glory, and, in Christ, hath

chosen some men to eternal life, and the means thereof; and also, according to his sovereign power,

and the unsearchable counsel of his own will (whereby he extendeth. or withholdeth favour, as

he pleaseth) hath passed by, and foreordained the rest to dishonour and wrath, to be for their sin

inflicted, to the praise of the glory of his justice.

General View of the Doctrine of the Divine Decrees.

Hating considered the perfections of the divine nature, and the personal glories of

the Father, Son, and Spirit, the next thing to be insisted on is, what God has pur-

posed to do from eternity, or does, or will do, in pursuance of his purposes. The
former we call his decrees ; the latter, the execution of them. The object of his

decree is whatever comes to pass. This is the most large and comprehensive sense

of his purpose. But as his determinations, in a particular manner, respect angels

and men, or the intelligent part of the creation, and more especially the eternal

happiness of some, or the display of his righteous judgments against others, they

are taken in a more limited sense, and are called, as relating to the former, Elec-

tion, and as relating to the latter, Reprobation. The decrees of God thus viewed

are the subject of these two Answers. Before we proceed to insist on this sublime

and diificult subject, it may not be inexpedient for us to premise some things con-

cerning it in general.

1. It is well known that there is no doctrine, contained in scripture, which is

more contested than this. It is by some not only denied but treated with the ut-

most dislike or detestation. Either we must wholly forbear to mention it in pub-

lic discourses or writings, or we are liable to the hard fate of being censured as if

we are maintaining a doctrine which is not only indefensible, but injurious to man-
kind, and subversive of all religion ; while they who censure ns take for granted

the truth of what they affirm, and will not do the justice to the argument to con-

sider what may be advanced in its defence.

2. If there be any who give just occasion to these prejudices, by the methods

which they have used in explaining the doctrine, as well as by the weakness of their

arguments in defending it, or by laying themselves open to those popular objections

which are usually brought against it, we cannot but conclude that they are highly

to blame. We are hence far from approving of any unguarded expressions, which

are to be met with in some writings, whereby a stumbling-block is laid in the way
of those who are disposed to make men offenders for a word, rather than to judge

impartially of the main drift of their discourse. It is to be owned, that such ex-

pressions have done disservice to the cause ; which might have been better de-

fended.

3. If the prejudices against this doctrine arc ill grounded, and the objections only

founded on the popular cry by which it is endeavoured to be run down, and con-

demned with reproach and censure,—and if persons know not, nor desire to know,

what may be said in defence of the doctrine, or how their objections may be an-

swered, their disgust and opposition are both unreasonable and uncharitable, and

imply a capricious resolution not to be undeceived, and consequently render the

persons thus prejudiced, highly culpable in the sight of God,—especially if there be

any ground to conclude that the divine glory is maintained in the doctrine.

4. Let it be farther considered, that the doctrine is not new, or such as was al-

together unheard of in the world before ; nor has it been only defended by the more
ignorant or licentious part of mankind, or by those who have been bold and pre-
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sumptuous in affirming that for truth which tliey had not duly weighed, or been

convmced of, from the strongest evidence. Whether it be as ancient as scripture,

and, indeed, founded upon it, we shall leave others to judge, when we have con-

sidered what may be said from it in its defence.

5. It was gcnerallv asserted, and publicly owned, in most of the confe-ssions of

Faith of the Reformed churches in tlie last age, and, in particular, in one ot tho

Articles of the Church of England. And there is no apparent ambiguity m the

words ; however some have, by way of comment, endeavoured, ot late, to strain the

sense of them, and to put such a meaning on them as is very ditterent from the

writin-s of those who compiled them. Wo may add, that, however much the con-

trary doctrines are maintained at this day, it was maintained m their public dis-

courses and writings, by far the greatest number of divines in the last century.

We do not insist on this, however, as a proof of its truth, as though it needed to be

supported by numbers of advocates, or were founded on their support. ^ or do we

suppose, that, when it has been most strenuously, and almost universally defended,

there were not, at the same time, others who opposed it. I mention the fact of its

general reception only that I may, if possible, remove those prejudices which are

inconsistent with persons judging impartiaUy of it.
,, •

i
•,

Since we are considering the prejudices against this doctrine, we think it neces-

sary to add, that we shall endeavour to vindicate it from the reproach which is

eeneraUy cast on it, by those who suppose that it cannot be defended without as-

serting God to be the Author of sin, or supposing him to be severe, cruel, and

uniust to his creatures, as some, by unjust consequences deduced from it imagine

us to maintain. AVe are far from asserting, as will hereafter appear, that God,

from all eternity, purposed to damn a great part of the world as the result of his

mere sovereign "will, without the foresight of sin, which would render them liable

to condemnation. Moreover, we shall endeavour to make it appear, in opposition

to the calumnies of some, that the decree of God does not destroy, or take away,

the liberty of man's will, with respect to things within its own sphere
;
or tliat,

considered in itself, it does not lay a natural necessity on man to rush into damna-

tion, as though the destruction of sinners were only to be resolved into the divme

purpose, and not their own wickedness. In considering this we shal maintain

that the decree of God does not lay any force on the will o man,-that it does

not preclude the means of grace, as ordained by him, for the salvation ot them

that do or shall believe unto life everlasting,-and that it does not obstruct the

preaching of the gospel, or the proclaiming of the glad tidings ot salvation, to those

who sit under the Christian ministry as an ordinance for their faith.-Many, again

are prejudiced against this doctrine, on account of the popular outcry, that it is ot

very pernicious tendency,—either, on the one hand, lea.ling men to presumption, by

giving them occasion to conclude, that if they are elected they may be saved,

thouAi they live as they please, or, on the other hand, leading them to despair,

by suggesting that if there be such a decree as that of reprobation, they must neces-

sarily be included in it,-and that, in consequence, it is a doctrine which, instead

of promoting holiness of life, is inconsistent with it. Now, if we cannot maintain it

without givhig just ground for such exceptions, we shall not only think our labour

lost but shall, as much as they do, condemn it, as pernicious and unscriptural,

as if it cannot be defended from such exceptions, it must of necessity be. 1 hope,

ho'wever, that wo shall bo able not only to defend it from every charge of pe™icious

tendenc;, but also to make it appear that it is consistent
-f

h Practica^^ gocUines^

and at Uio same time, a very great motive and inducement to it. It this shall oe

proved the greatest pirt of the censorious prejudices which are entertained against

ft will be removed, and persons will be better able to judge whether truth lies on

that side of the question which we shall endeavour to defend or the contrary.

I could not but premise these things in our entrance on
^^^^^^^J^.^^^'J^^J^^"^

sensible that such reproaches as those we have mentioned, are^^^ro'ight by many

without duly weighing whether they are well grounded or not. The doctrine is o ten

opposed in Lch a way of reasoning, that the premises as weU as the concl ^^ons

drawn from them, are rather their own than ours. Or if some ideas which they urge

against it may be found in the writings, or taken from the unguarded expressions, of
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some who have defended this doctrine, they have appeared in such a dress, that even

they who are supposed to have advanced them, would have disowned and rejected

them. If persons, who are in another way of thinking, resolve not to lay aside

these misrepresentations, it plainly appears that they are not disposed to be open

to conviction, and, in that case, all attempts to defend this doctrine will be to no

purpose. The preventing of such a result has rendered these prefatory cautions

needful.

We shall only add, to what has been said, some general rules, by which we de-

sire that the truth, either of this or the opposite doctrine, may be judged of.

1. If we do not confirm what we assert, by proofs taken from scripture, let it not

be received ; but if we do, whatever may be said of our method of managing the

controversy, the greatest deference ought to be paid to the sacred oracles. It is

very common for persons to answer the arguments taken from one scripture, by
producing other scriptures which seem to assert the contrary ; as if they were desi-

rous to shift sides in the dispute, and put us upon solving the difficulties which

thev suppose to be contained in the texts they quote. Now though this practice of

theirs demands our attention, yet a more direct answer must be given before the

doctrine is overthrown. Whether our explanation of those scriptures on which our

faith in it is founded, be just, we shall leave others to judge ; and also whether

the sense we give of other scriptures which are brought as objections against it, be

not equally probable with that of those who bring them. This is all that need be

insisted on in such cases.

2. Let that doctrine be received, and the contrary rejected, on which side of the

question soever it lies, which is most agreeable to the divine perfections, and which

explains the texts brought in defence of it, most consistently with them. This is a

fair proposal, and such as ought not only to be applied to this particular doctrine,

but to the whole of religion ; for all religion is founded on scripture, which so far

from overthrowing the divine glory, has the advancement of it for its great end.

3. Let that doctrine be rejected, as inconsistent with itself, and not worthy to

be believed or embraced, whether it be ours or the contrary, which shall detract

from the harmony of the divine perfections, or pretend to set up, or plead for one,

and, at the same time, militate against the glory of another. I desire nothing

more than that our whole method of reasoning on this subject may be tried by
these rules, and be deemed true or false, agreeably to what they contain.

In considering the doctrine of the Decrees of God, as stated in the two Answers

which we are explaining, we shall proceed according to the following method.

First, we shall show what we are to understand, by God's foreordaining whatever

comes to pass, according to the counsel of his own will ; and here we shall compare
the decree with tlie execution of it, and observe how one exactly answers to the

other, and is to be a rule for our judging concerning it. Secondly, we shall prove

the trutli of that proposition, ' that God hath foreordained whatever shall come to

pass, either in time, or to eternity.' Thirdly, we shall particularly consider intelli-

gent creatures, angels and men, both good and bad, with respect to their present or

future state, as the ol)jects of God's eternal decree or purpose ; and so shall proceed

to speak concerning tlie decree of election and reprobation, as stated in the latter

of tliese Answers. Fourthly, we sliall lay down some propositions concerning each

class of decrees, tending to explain and prove tliem, more especially as to what
respects the election and reprol)ation of men. Fiithly, we shall consider the pro-

perties of the decrees, and how the divine perfections are displayed in them, and

endeavour to make it appear, in various instances, that the account we shall give

of them is agreeable to the divine perfections as well as founded on scripture.

Sixthly, we shall inquire whether the contrary doctrine, defended by those who
deny election and reprobation, be not derogatory to, and subversive of, the divine

perfections, or, at least, inconsistent with the harmony of them, or whether it docs

not, in many respects, make (xod altogether such a one as ourselves. Seventhly,

we shall endeavour to prove that their reasoning from scripture, who maintain the

contrary doctrine, is not sufficiently conclusive ; that the sense they give of the

texts generally brought to support it. does not so well agree with the divine perfec-

tions as it ought to do; and that tliese texts may be explained in a dift'erent way,
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more consistent with the divine character. Eighthly, we shall endeavour to answer

the most material objections which are usually brouglit against the doctrine that wo
are maintaining. And, Lastly, we shall show how this doctrine is practically to be

improved by us, to the glory of God, and our spiritual good and advantage.

The Meaning of Predestination.

We shall, first, inquire what we are to understand by God's foreordaining what-

ever comes to pass, according to the counsel of his own will.

By God's foreordaining whatever comes to pass, we do not understand merely
his foreknowledge of all things which are or shall be done in time, and to eternity.

This indeed is included in, and inseparably connected with, his eternal purpose ; for

no one can purpose to do an act without having foreknowledge of that act. Yet
more than tliis is certainly contained in the divine purpose. God's predetermin-

ing, or foreordaining whatsoever comes to pass, includes not only an act of the

divine understanding, but an act of his sovereign will. It is not only his knowing
what sliall come to pass, but his determining by his own agency, or efficiency, what
he will produce in time, or to eternity. Accordingly, some call the decrees of

God his eternal providence, and the execution of them his actual providence. By
the former, he determines what he will do ; by the latter, he brings his determina-

tions to pass, or effects what he before designed to do. It follows, that God's fore-

ordaining whatsoever shall come to pass, is vastly ditfcrent from his bringing things

to pass. The one is an internal act of his will ; the other, an external act of his

almighty power. He foreordained that events should come to pass ; and, till then,

they are considered as future. This determination, however, necessarily secures

the event ; unless we suppose it possible for his eternal purpose to be defeated ; and

to suppose this, as will farther appear under some following particulars, is not ac-

cordant with the divine perfections. On the other hand, when we consider him
as bringing all things to pass, or as producing them by his power, what was before

future becomes present. With respect to the former, he decrees what shall be ;

and. with respect to the latter, his decree takes effect, and is executed accordingly.

They who treat of this matter, generally consider things either as possible or

as future. Things are said to be possible, with respect to the power of God ; as

every thing that he can do is possible to be done, though some things, which he

could have done, he will never do. For instance, ho could have made more worlds,

had he pleased ; or have produced more men upon earth, or more species of crea-

tures ; or have given a greater degree of perfection to creatures than he has done,

or will do ; for it is certain, that he never acted to the utmost of his power. Ac-

cordingly, he could have done many things which he will never do ; and those things

are said'to be possible, but not future. Moreover, things future are rendered so

by the will of God, or by his having foreordained or determined to produce them.

This is what we call the decree of God ; which respects the event, or determines

whatever shall come to pass.

We are now to consider what we are to understand by God's foreordaining all

things, according to the counsel of his will. This is a mode of speaking used in

scripture, ' Being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all

things after the counsel of his own will.'" Wo are not hereby to understand that

the decrees of God are the result of deliberation, or his debating matters within

himself, as reasoning in his own mind about the expediency or inexpediency of

things, or calling in the advice of others, as creatures are said to do, when acting

with counsel. He must not be supposed to determine things in such a way ; for that

would argue an imperfection in the divine mind. ' With whom took he counsel, and

who instructed him, and taught him in tlie path of judgment, and taught him

knowledge, and showed to him the way of understanding? ''' But God's foreordain-

ing all things according to the counsel of his will, implies that his decrees are

infinitely wise. What is done with counsel is said, according to human modes of

speaking, to be done advisedly, in opposition to its being done rashly, or with pre-

a Eph. i. II. b Isa. xl. 14.

I. 2k
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cipitation. No\r, all the works of God are done with wisdom ; and hence, all his

purposes and determinations to do what is done in time are infinitely wise. This,

according to our way of speaking, is called the counsel of his will. Thus it is said,

' He is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working. '•=

We are now to consider the object of God's decree. This, as has been before

observed, is every thing that has come, or shall come to pass ; and it may be con-

sidered in different respects. There are some things which he has determined to

effect. Such are the objects of his power, or all things which have a natural or

moral goodness in them, and which are becoming an infinitely holy God to produce.

These include every thing but sin. This God does not produce, it not being the

object of power. Yet it must be supposed to be committed by his permission ; and
therefore it is the consequence of his decree to permit, though not, as other things,

of his decree to effect. It is one thing to suffer sin to be committed in the world,

and another thing to be the author of it. But this subject we shall have occasion

to enlarge on, under a following particular.

The Truth of Predestination.

We shall now proceed to prove the truth of what is laid down in this answer,
namely, that God hath foreordained whatever comes to pass. This will evi-

dently appear, if we consider the four following propositions in their due connection.

1. Nothing comes to pass by chance, with respect to God ; but every thing takes
place by the direction of his providence. This we are bound to assert against the
Deists, who speak of God as though he were not the Governor of the world. Our
proposition cannot be denied by any who think, with any degree of modesty, con-
cerning the divine perfections, or pay a due deference to them ; for God may as
well be denied to be the Creator as the Governor of the world.

2. It follows that nothing is done without the divine influence, or permission.
The former, as was before observed, respects things which are good, and are the
effects of his power ; the latter respects sin. That nothing comes to pass without
the divine influence, or permission, is evident ; for if any thing came to pass, which
is the object of power, without the divine influence, then the creature would be said
to exist, or act, independently of the power of God. If so, it would follow, that
the creature would exist or act necessarily ; but necessary existence is a perfection
appropriate to God. As to sin being committed by divine permission, it is evident,
that if it might be committed without the divine permission, it could not be re-

strained by God. And to suppose that he could not hinder the commission of sin,

is to suppose that sin might proceed to the greatest height, without any possible
check or control. This would argue a great defect in the divine government of
the world ; and it is also contrary to daily experience, as well as to scripture. Cer-
tainly he who sets bounds to the sea, and says to its proud waves, ' Hitherto shall
ye come, and no farther,' must be supposed to set bounds to the corrupt passions of
wicked men. Accordingly, the psalmist says, ' Surely the wrath of man shall praise
thee

;
the remainder of wrath slialt thou restrain. '<> Yet this does not argue his

approbation of sin, or that he is the author of it ; for it is one thing to suffer, or
not to hinder, and another thing to be the author of any thing. Hence, it is said,
' These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ;'« that is, ' I did not restrain
thee from doing them, as I could have done.' Again, it is said that, 'in times past,
he suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.'*^

3. God never acts, or suffers any thing to be done, but he knows beforehand
what he will do or suffer. This an intelligent creature, acting as such, is said to
do. It must not, therefore, bo denied of llim who is omniscient and infinitely

wise. He who knows all things which others will do, cannot but know, before it

is acted, what he himself will do, or what others will do, by the interposition of his
providence, or what he will suffer to bo done.

4. Whatever God does, and knows beforehand that lie will do, he must be sup-
posed to have before determined to do. To deny this would argue him to be de-

c Isa. xxviii. 29 d Psal. Ixxvi. 10. e Psal. 1. 21. f Acts xiv. 16.
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fective in wisdom. Xo wise man acts prt'i-ipitantly, or without judgment ; nuich loss

must the wise God be supposed to do so, concerning whom it is said, that ' all his

ways are judgment.'^
It appears, therefore, even to a demonstration, that God before determined, or

foreordained, whatever comes to pass. This was the tiling to be proved. And
as he never began to determine, as he never began to exist, or as he never was
without resolution what ho would do, it is evident, that he foreordained, from
eternity, whatever should come to pass, either in time, or to eternity.

Farther, if God did not foreordain whatsoever comes to pass, he did not de-

tennino to create all things before he gave being to tliem ; and then it could not be
said, '0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all.''*

There are, indeed, many admirable discoveries of wisdom, as well as power, in the
effects produced. But to suppose that all these were produced without forethought,
or that there was no eternal purpose relating to them, would be such a reflection

on the glory of this perfection, as is inconsistent with the idea of a God. Moreover,
every intelligent being designs some end by his works, and the highest and most
excellent end must be designed by a God of infinite wisdom ; and if, in subserviency
to such an end, he does all things for his own glory, it must be allowed that they
are the result of an eternal purpose. All this, I am persuaded, will not be denied
by those on the other side of the question, who defend their own cause with any
measure of judgment.

Again, to deny that God foreordained whatever comes to pass, is in effect to

deny a providence, or, at least, that God governs the world in such a way that

what he does was preconcerted. In stating this, we expect to meet with no oppo-

sition from any but Deists, or those who deny a God. And if it be taken for grant-

ed that there is a providence, or that God is the Govei'nor of the world, we cannot
but conclude that all the displays of his glory in that character are the result of

his eternal purpose. Accordingly, it is said that ' he doth according to his will in

the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth.'' The meaning of

this is not merely—though that is an important truth—that he acts without con-

trol, inasmuch as his power is infinite, but that all he does is pursuant to his will.

Indeed, it cannot be-otherwise. The divine power and will are so inseparably con-

nected, that he cannot be said to produce anything but by the M'ord ot his power

;

and when he willeth that any thing should come to pass, his will is not, as ours is,

inefficacious, for want of power to effect what wo would have done. Hence,
for God to will the present existence of things, is to effect it. This seems to be
the reason of that mode of .speaking which was used when he produced all things

at first : he said, ' Let them exist in that form, or perfection, which he had before

designed to give them;' and immediately the effect followed.''

Hitherto, I presume, our argument will not be much contested. The main
thing in the controversy is what relates to the divine determination respecting in-

telligent creatures ; which will be considered in a following Section. "What I have
hitherto attempted to prove, is the general proposition, that whatever God brings

to pass, or is the effect of power, is the result of his determinate purpose. In what
I have said I have, I think, carefully distinguished between God's will to effect,

and his will to permit. That distinction, however, will be farther explained when,

under the head of Election, we speak of the decrees of God, with a particular appli-

cation to angels and men.

The Design and Nature of the Divine Decrees.

Having endeavoured to prove that God hath foreordained whatever comes to

pass, we shall lay down the following propositions relating to his end and design in.

all his purposes, together with the nature of things, as coming to pass pursuant to

them, and the method in which we are to conceive of the decree, when compared
with its execution.

g Deut. xxxii. 4. h Psal. civ. 24. i Dan. iv. 33. k Gen. i. 3, 6, 9, &c.
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1. Gofl cannot design any thing, in his eternal purpose, as the highest end, but

liis own o-lorv. Tliis is here assigned as the end of his decrees. As the glorj of

God is the principal motive, or reason, inducing him to produce whatever comes to

pass ; so it must he considered as the end of his purpose relating to it. As the

divine glorj is the most excellent of all things, ho cannot, as an infinitely wise God,

dcsi'>-n any thing short of it, as the great motive or inducement for him to act.

Whatever lower ends arc designed by him, are all resolved into this as the princi-

pal. But while God designs his own glory as the highest end, he, at the same
time, has purposed not only that this should be brought about by means conducive

to it, but that there should be a subserviency of one thing to another. These

points, as well as the highest end, his own glory, are the objects of his decree. He
determines, for example, that the life and health of man shall be maintained by
the use of proper means and medicine, or that grace shall be wrought instrumen-

tally by those means which he has ordained in order to it. Thus his purpose re-

.spects the end and means, together with the connection that there is between them.

2. According to the natural order of things, tlie divine purpose is antecedent to

its execution. It seems very absurd to distinguish the decree of God, as some do,

into antecedent and consequent, one going before the use of means, the other fol-

lowing. Of this we shall say more hereafter. It is certain, that every intelligent

being first determines to act, and then executes his determinations ; so that nothing

can be more absurd than to say, that a person determines to do a thing which is

already done. We conclude, therefore, that God tirst decreed what shall come to

pass, and then brings it to pass. Accordingly he first determined to create the

world, and then created it. He first determined to bestow the means of grace on

men, and to render them effectual to the salvation of all who shall be saved ; and
then he acts accordingly. So, with respect to his judicial actings, he first deter-

mined, by a permissive decree, not to prevent the commission of sin, though in-

finitely opposed to his holiness, and then, knowing the consequence of this permis-

sive decree, or that men, through the mutability or corruption of their nature,

would rebel against him, he determined to punish sin after it should be committed.
Thus the decree of God is, in all respects, antecedent to the execution of it ; or

his eternal providence, as his decrees are sometimes called, "is antecedent to, and
the ground and reason of, his actual providence.

3. Tliough the purpose of God precedes its execution, yet the execution of it is

first known by us. It is by this that we are to judge of his decree or purpose ;

which is altogether secret, with respect to us, till he reveals it. We first observe

the discoveries of any matter, as contained in his word, or made visible in his

actual providence ; and thence we infer his eternal purpose relating to it. Every
thing wliich is first in the order of nature, is not first with respect to the order of

our knowing it. Thus the cause is before the effect ; but the effect is often known
before tlic cause. The sun is, in the order of nature, before the enlightening of

the world by it; but we first see the light, and then we know there is a sun, which
is the fountain of it. Or, to take another and (doser illustration, a legislator

determines to make a law ; his determination is ahtecedent to the' making, and the

making to the promulgation of it ; and, by the promulgation, his subjects come to the

knowhtdgo of it, and act in conformity to it. According to our method of judging
concerning it, we must first know that there is a law ; and thence wc conclude that

there was, in him wlio gave it, a purpose relating to it. Thus we conclude that,

(hough the decree of God be the ground and reason of the execution of it, we know
that there was such a decree by its execution, or, at least, by some way designed to

discover it to us.

These things being duly considered, may obviate an objection which is brought
against the doctrine we are maintaining. It is merely a misrepresentation, and
considers us as asserting, ' that our conduct of life, and the judgment we are to

pass concerning ourselves relating to our hope of future blessedness, are to be prin-

cipally, if not altogether, regulated by God's secret purpose or decree ; so tliat wo
are first to consider him as determining the event, that is, as having chosen or
rejected us, and hence to encourage ourselves to attend upon the means of grace,
or to take occasion to neglect them ; it being a preposterous thing for a man who
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considers himself as reprobated, to attend on any of those means which are ordained

for salvation.' AVhat has been already said is'sufficient to take away the force of

this objection. It will be particularly considered also, when we come to answer

several objections against the doctrine of election. All I sliall say at present is,

that as our conduct and hope are to be governed by the appearances of things, and

not by God's secret purpo.se relating to the event, we are to act as those who have

not, and cannot have, any knowledge of what is decreed, till it is evinced by exe-

cution, or, at least, by the bestowal of those graces which are wrought in us. These

are the objects of God's purpose, as well as our future blessedness ;
and our right

to the latter is to be judged of by the former.
_

This leads us to consider the properties of the decrees of God, as mentioned m
the former of the answers we are now considering. It is there said, 'they are wise,

free, and holy.' This is very evident from the wisdom, sovereignty, and holiness,

which appear in the execution of them ; for whatever perfections are demonstrated

in the dispensations of providence or grace, these God designed to glorify in his

eternal purpose. If his works in time are wise, free, sovereign, and holy, his decree

with respect to them must be said to be so likewise. These things we shaU have

occasion to treat more particularly under a following head, when we consider

the properties of election, and particularly that it is wise, sovereign, and

holv. I shall at present only say, that whatever perfections belong to the nature

of God, are demonstrated by his works. lie cannot act unbecoming himself
;
for

to suppose that he can, would give occasion to the world to deny him to be mfinitely

perfect, that is, to be God. If we pass a judgment on creatures by what they do,

and determine him to be a wise man, who acts wisely, or a holy man, who acts

holily or a free and sovereign agent, who acts without constraint, certainly the

same principle holds in our speaking of the divine Majesty. Hence, as whatever

he does has the marks of infinite wisdom, holiness, and sovereignty, impressed

upon it, it is evident that these properties or perfections belong to all his purposes.

If as the psalmist observes, all ' his works' are performed ' in wisdom,' we have

reason as the apostle does, to admire that wisdom as appearing from them to be

contained in all his purposes relating to them :
' the depth of the riches, both of

the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are his judgments, an<l

his wavs past finding out I'™ If he is < righteous in all his ways, and holy in all

his works,'" and therein demonstrates a divine sovereignty, as acting without any

obli'^^atiori or constraint laid upon him to bestow the favours he confers on mankind,

we must certainly conclude that his eternal purpose, which is executed in these

works and gifts, is free and sovereign.

The meaning of Election.

Intelligent creatures, such as angels and men, with respect to their present or

future state, are the objects of God's eternal decree, or purpose, generally called

• predestination.' This, as it relates to the happiness of some, and the misery of

others, is distinguished into election or reprobation. It is a very awlul subject,

and ought never to be thought of, or mentioned, but with the utmost caution and

reverence, le.st we speak those things that are not right concerning God, and there-

by dishonour him, or give just occasion to any to deny or reproach this doctrine, as

thoudi it were not founded on scripture.
. , ,. ,w, • e .

Hitherto we have considered the purpose of God, as including aU things luture

as its objects. We are now to speak of it, as it relates, in particular, t^

ancrels and men. When we confine the objects of God's purpose to those things

wlfich have no dependence on the free will of angels or men, we do not meet with

much opposition from those who in other respects support the contrary scheme ot

doctrine Most of them, who are masters of their own argument and consider

what may be allowed without weakening their cause, do not deny that God fore-

ordained whatever comes to pass, and that he did this from all eternity, >f^e j;x-

cept what respects the actions of free agents. They will grant, for example, that

1 Psal. civ. 24. Di Rom. xi. 33. «• Psal. cxlv. 17-
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God, from all eternitj, determined to create the world, and then to govern it, and
to give laws to men, as the rule of government, and a free will or power to yield

obedience. But when we consider men's free actions as the objects of a divine de-

cree, and the final state of men as being determined by it, we are met by the

greatest opposition. We hence must endeavour to maintain our ground in the fol-

lowing part of this argument.

The decree of God, respecting intelligent creatures, is to be considered as con-

sisting of two branches. Election and Reprobation. The former is stated in these

words :
' God, out of his mere love for the praise of his glorious grace, hath elected

some to glory in Christ, and also to the means thereof.' Reprobation is thus stat-

ed :
' According to his sovereign power, and the unsearchable counsel of his own

will, he hath passed by, and foreordained the rest to dishonour and wrath, to be,

for their sin, inflicted, to the praise of the glory of his justice.' Both these doc-

trines are to be (considered ; but in the present section we shall inquire only re-

specting the doctrine of election.

To elect, or choose, according to the common use or acceptation of the word, sig-

nifies the taking a small number out of a greater, or a part out of the whole. This
is applied either to things or to persons. It is applied to things ; as when a per-

son has a great many things to choose out of, he sets aside some of them for his

own use, and rejects the others, as refuse, which he will have nothing to do with.

It is applied to persons ; as when a king chooses, out of his subjects, some whom
he will advance to great honours ; or when a master chooses, out of a number of

servants offered to him, one or more, whom he will employ in his service. The
act, from the nature of the case, implies, that all are not chosen, but only a part

;

and that there is a discrimination, or a difference put between one and another.

But we are more particularly to consider the meaning of the word 'election,' as

we find it in scripture ; and there it is used in several senses.

To elect, or choose, according to the mere acceptation of the word, does not in-

timate the particular thing which a person is chosen to. That is to be understood
by what is added to determine the sense of the election. Sometimes we read of

persons being chosen to partake of some privileges, short of salvation ; at other
times, of their being chosen to salvation. Sometimes election is to be under-
stood as signifying their being chosen to things of a lower nature ; at other times,

their being chosen to perform those duties, and exercise those graces, which accom-
pany salvation. We may, however, very easily understand the sense of it by the

context. Again, it is sometimes taken for the execution of God's purpose, or for

his actual providence making choice of persons to fulfil his pleasure, in their va-
rious capacities. At other times, as we are in this argument to understand it, it

is taken for his fixing his love upon his people, and purposing to bring them to
glory,—making choice of some out of the rest of mankind as the monuments of his

discriminating grace. We have instances of all these senses of the word in

scripture.

1. It is sometimes taken for God's actual separation of persons for some peculiar
instances of service ; which is a branch of his providential dispensation in time.

Thus we sometimes read, in scripture, of persons being chosen, or set apart, by
God to an office, and that either civil or sacred. On occasion of Saul's being
made king, by God's special appointment, Samuel says, ' See ye him whom the

Lord hath chosen ?'" So it is said elsewhere, ' He chose David also his servant,

and took him from the sheepfold ; from following the ewes great with young, he
brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance.'? It also signifies

his actual appointment of some persons to perform some sacred office. Thus it is

said, concerning the Levites, that ' the Lord had chosen them to carry the ark,

and to minister unto him.'i And our Saviour .says to his disciples, ' Have not I

chosen you,' namely, to be my disciples, and as such to be employed in preaching
the gospel, ' and one of you is a devil ?'""

2. It is sometimes taken for God's providential designation of a people, to be made
partakers of the external privileges of the covenant of grace belonging to them as a

o I Sam. X. 24. p Psal. Ixxviii. 70, 71. q 1 Chroii. xv. 2. r John vi. 70.
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Church ; which, as thus designated, is the pecuhar object of
^^^/^"^VZ world to

the people of Israel are said to have been chosen, or sepai-ated, Irom the jo^ld to

enjoy the external blessings of the covenant of grace.
^^^^^^^Xr them - and

canse the Lord loved yonr fathers, therefore he chose their seed a er the and

Thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God ; the Lord thy God hath chosen

thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of

te earth." In many other places in the Old Testament, the word 'election is

taken in diis sense ; 'though, 'as we shall endeavour to show in a iolowing^^^^^^^^

something more than this seems to be mcluded in some particular scnptu e in the

proplietic writings, in which the Jews are described as God s 'chosen people.

' 3'
It aUo signifies God's bestowing special grace on some who are highly avoured

bv him above others, calling them, or setting them apart for himself, to have com-

mu n wrhim, to bear 1 testimony to him. and to be employed 111 eminent

r ^ , for his name and glory in the world It seems to be thus undc.^^^^^^^

1 Cor 1 -^G 27, where the apostle speaks of their ' caUing. T hi. import, some

special pi-ivileges which they were made partakers of. as the objects ot divine power

Td trace whom Christ was ' made wisdom, righteousness, sanctihcation, and

redciS; '

ll s, as appears by the foregoing and following verses.^ the power ul.

[uternal effectual ;all, and not merely the external call, of the gospel. And they

who e calling he speaks of. are said to be chosen. ' You see your ca ling, how that

not manv wfse men, &c. a^e caUed ; but God hath chosen the foolish things ot the

world 'LsTthat to be chosen, and to be effectuaUy caUed. seem, m this

'TE;2Z!r^V;:^lr some r^liar excellency^which^i. Chn^ian

has above another. That hospitable or pubhc-spinted P^;--'/i>,;- !^,^"^\^;]^^ TJ'Z
the apostle John directs his second epistle, is called by him.

;
1 he elect lady. An

excellent person, in the same way, is sometimes styled a
^^^^'^'J'''^''- ^^^^^^

But though the word ' election' is taken, m scripture, m these various senses

it is not confined to any or all of them. We shall endeavour to make it appea ,

that it s often taken, in scripture, in the sense in which it is understood in thi.

at vc^.^-that it is taken for God's having foreordained particular persons, as monu-

n ents of his special love, to be made partakers of grace here, and glory hereafter.-

o^a. the An wer expresses it. for being ' chosen to eternal hie and the means

Jiereo
' Inlndeavouring to prove this, we shall consider the objects of election,

namely angels and men' that it is only a part of mankind who are chosen to

LlSn nfmely. that remnant which shall be eventually saved ;
that these are

chosenTo Sfemeans of salvation, as well as the end ; and how their election is said

to be in Christ.

The objects of election are angels and men. A few words may be said concern-

ing he eection of angels ; as it is particularly mentioned in this answer. \\e

lave not. indeed, much delivered concerning this matter in scripture
;
though the

apostle calls those who remain in their state of holiness and happmess, in wnich

Sev were created, ' elect angels.'^ But. had we no mention ol their elec-tion in

scriitue! their being confirmed in their present state of blessedness, must horn

the easoning which we have already stated, be supposed to be the result of a

divue purpose, or the execution of a decree relatmg to it. There is a ^l>ttej-ei ce.

XhI between their election, and that of men. The latter are chosen unto sal-

vat1; whTle the angels are not subjects capable of it, -^----^\.^'^'Z7Z
Ify'ru. a lost, undone state. Men. again, are said to be chosen in Christ, but the

^"werimUpl^ceed. however, to that which more immediately concerns us to

consider« objects of election. Their election is variously expressed m

scripture Sometimes it is called their being ' appointed to obtain salvation or

beir' ordained to eternal life.' or their ' nan.es being written in the book of hfe

It ihlso cal ed.
' the purpose of God. according to election.' or his having loved

them before tie foundation of the world.' or his having ' predestmaed tla-m unto

the^doption of children, according to the good pleasure ot his will. That the

8 Deut. iv. 37. t Cl.ap. v,i. 6. 7. "1 Cor. i. 23. compared with ver. 30.

X 2 John 1. y '
'i'""- "•'• -'•
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scriptures speak of persons as elect, and that their election is always represented as

a great instance of divine favour and goodness, is not denied. The main thing in

question is, whether this relates to the purpose of God, or to his providence ; whether

it respects particular persons, or the church of God, in general, as distinguished

from the world ; and, if it be supposed to relate to particular persons, how these

are considered in God's purpose, or what is the order and reason of his determina-

tion to save them.

That election sometimes respects the disposing providence of God, in time, has
been already considered ; and some particular instances of it, noticed in scripture,

have been referred to. But when they on the other side of the question maintain,

that this is the only or principal sense in which election is spoken of in scripture,

we must take leave to difter from them. There is a late writer ^ who sometimes
misrepresents, and, at other times, opposes this doctrine, with more assurance and
insult than the strength of his reasoning will well allow. His performance on this

subject and on others which have some affinity with it, is concluded, by many of

his admirers, to be unanswerable. The sense which he has, in that work, given of

several scriptures—as well as in his ' Paraphrase on the New Testament,' in which
he studiously endeavours to explain every text in conformity to his own scheme

—

has tended to prejudice many in favour of his views. We shall, therefore, some-
times take occasion to consider what he advances against the doctrine which we
are maintaining. As to election in particular, he supposes, "1, That the election,

mentioned in scripture, is not of particular persons, but only that of churches and
nations, or their being chosen to the enjoyment of the means of grace, rather than
a certainty of their being saved by those means ; that it does not contain any ab-

solute assurance of their salvation, or of any such grace as shall infallibly, and
without any possibility of frustration, procure their salvation. 2. That the elec-

tion to salvation, mentioned in scripture, is only conditional upon our perseverance
in a life of holiness."^ He attempts to prove, also that " election, in the Old Tes-

tament, belongs not to righteous and obedient persons only, but the whole nation

of the Jews, good and bad ; and that, in the New Testament, it is applied to those

who embrace the Christian faith, without any regard had to their eternal happi-

ness."

These things ought to be particularly considered. We shall endeavour to prove

that though ' election ' often, in the Old Testament, respects the church of the Jews,

as enjoying the external means of grace, yet it does not sufficiently appear that it

is never to be taken in any other sense,-—especially when there are some of those

privileges which accompany salvation mentioned in the context, and applied to

some of those who are described as elected,—or when there are some promises made
to them, which respect more than the external means of grace. If there were but
one scripture which is to be taken in this sense, it would be a sufficient answer to

the assertion, that the Old Testament never intends by the word election any pri-

vilege but such as is external, and has no immediate reference to salvation. Here
I might refer to some places in the evangelical prophecy of Isaiah, which are not
foreign to our purpose. It is said, for example, ' Thou Israel art my servant, Ja-

cob, whom I have chosen ; and 1 have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.'**

That this respects more than the continuance of their political and religious state,

as enjoying the external means of grace, seems to be implied in those promises which
are made to them, in the words immediately following, which not only speak of

their deliverance from captivity, after they had continued some time in it, but of

their being made partakers of God's special love, which had an immediate refer-

ence to their salvation. Thus it is said, ' Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dis-

mayed, for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee, yea, 1 will help thee, yea, I will

upliold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.' And elsewhere God, speak-

ing to the Jews, says, ' I, even I, am he tliat blotteth out thy tran.«gressions lor

mine own sake, and I will not remember thy sins ;' •= and, ' Israel shall be saved
in tlie Lord, with an everlasting salvation ; ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded

z Dr. Whitby, in bis DiFcourse of Election, &c. a See bis Discourse concerning Election,
pages '36, 37, &c. b Isa. xli. 8, 9. c Cliaj.. xliii. 25.
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world without end.''' Tlicro are also many other promises which seem to import
mucli more than the external privileges of the covenant of grace. These many
very excellent Christians have applied to themselves, supposing tliem to refer to

those blessings which have a more immediate connexion with salvation. It would
detract very mucli from the spirituality and usefulness of sucli scriptures, to say

that they have no relation to us, on account of our having notliing to do witli tlie

Jewish nation, to whom tlie promises contained in them were made.
It may be objected, tliat these promises are directed to the church of the Jews,

as a chosen people ; and that to suppose that tliere were a number elected out of

them to eternal salvation, is to extend tlie sense of t!ie word beyond the design of

the context, to destroy the determinate sense of it, and to suppose an election out
of an election. But since the word ' election ' denotes persons being cliosen to

enjoy the external means of grace, and to attain salvation by and under tliem, it

may, without any impropriety of expression, be used in these different senses in

the same text. Israel may be described as a chosen people in the former sense ;

and yet there might be a number elected out of tliem, who were chosen to eternal

life, to whom the promise of salvation more especially belonged, and who are dis-

tinguished from the general body of tlie Jewish nation, called, in the other sense,
' God's elect.' It is said, for example, ' I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted

and poor people, and tliey shall trust in the name of the Lord ; the remnant of

Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies,
'*-'

etc. Xow, as Israel were an elect people,

chosen out of the world to enjoy the external privileges conferred upon tliem as a
cliurcli, and as tliey misimproved these, and, in consequence, were carried captive

into Babylon, there v/as a remnant chosen out of them to be made partakers of the

blessings which accompany salvation, such as are liere promised. This remnant
are not considered as a church governed by laws distinct from those which Israel

was governed by, and therefore not as a church selected out of that church ; but
as a number of people among them whom God had kept faithful, and whom he liad

chosen to enjoy better privileges than those whicli belonged to tliem as a prolessing

people : or as a number elected to be made partakers of special grace, from among
those who had been made partakers of common grace, and who had miserably
abused it, and incurred due punishment.

Our Saviour, speaking concerning the final destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro-
man army, and a great time of distress which should ensue, tells his disciples, that

'those days should be shortened for the elect's sake.'' Here 'the elect' are those

Mho were chosen to eternal life, and accordingly should be converted to the Chris-

l*aii faith, not from among the heathen, but out of the Jewish nation. It is to the

Jews that he more particularly directs his discourse, forewarning them of this deso-

lating judgment. And he advises them to pray that their ' flight be not on the
.Sabbath-day ;'k intimating that that nation ilecmed it unlawful to defend them-
selves from the assaults of an enemy on the Sabbath-day, even though their imme-
diate death should be the consequence. His advice was suited to the temper of

the Jews, and to none else. Xo people in the world, except them, entertained this

superstitious opinion concerning the prohibition of self-defence on the Sabbath-day.
Our Saviour, therefore, .speaks of them in particular, and not of the Christians who
were amongst them. On this account, it seems probable that, by ' the elect,* is

meant that small number of the Jews for whose sake those days of distress and
tribulation were to be shortened.'' There was, therefore, an elect people, whom
God had a peculiar regard to, who should afterwards be converted to Christianity,

—a number elected to eternal life from among that people who were elected to the

external privileges of the covenant of grace. This further appears from what our

Sa.viour says concerning ' false Christs, and false prophets, that should show great

signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they should deceive the very
elect.'' It cannot be supposed respecting those, who are called ' false Christs,'

that they would attempt to pervert the Christians, by pretending to be the Messiah.

That would have been impracticable, inasmuch as the Christians did not expect
any other to come in that character. The Jews, on the contrary, did still expect a

d Isi. xlv. 17. e Zeph. iii. 12. 13. f Matt. xxiv. 22. g Ver. 20.

li See tlie contrary opinion delendid by Whitbv in loc. t Matt. xxiv. 24.

1. 2 L
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Messiah ; and many of them were, in consequence, perverted to their own ruin.

But it is intimated here, that the elect people, who were among them, should be

kept from being deceived by them ; inasmuch as they were chosen to obtain salva-

tion, and therefore should believe in Christ by the gospel.

There is another scripture, which seems to give countenance to our opinion. It

is that in which the apostle shows, that ' God had not cast away his people,'*^

namely, the Jews ; that is, he had not rejected the whole nation, but had made a

reserve of some, who were the objects of his special love, and chosen to salvation.

These are called, ' A remnant according to the election of grace. '^ This seems

still more plain from what follows,™ ' What then ? Israel hath not obtained that

which he seeketh for,' that is, righteousness and life, which, as is stated in the pre-

ceding verse, they ' sought after, as it were, by the works of the law,' and so acted

inconsistently with the attaining of it by grace, 'but the election,' that is, the

elect among that people, ' have obtained it,' for they sought after it another way,
' and the rest were blinded, ' that is, the other part of the Jewish nation who were

not interested in the privilege of election, were left to the blindness of their own
minds, and came to ruin.

Let me add one scripture more, that in which the apostle, speaking concerning

the nation of the Jews, distinguishes between the natural and the spiritual seed of

Abraham, and says, ' All are not Israel that are of Israel.'"* This is as if he had
said, ' There was a remnant according to the election of grace, who were chosen

to eternal life from among that people who were, in other respects, chosen to be

made partakers of the external privileges which belonged to them as God's peculiar

people.'

The sum of the argument I have stated is, that though there are some scriptures

which speak of the church of the Jews, as separated from the world by the pecu-

liar hand of divine providence, and favoured with the external means of grace, yet

there are others in which they are said to be chosen to partake of privileges of a
higher nature, even those which accompany salvation ; and that therefore ' election,'

in the Old Testament, sometimes signifies God's purpose relating to the salvation

of his people.

We shall proceed to consider how election is taken in the New Testament.

Those whom we oppose allege that it is there used only to signify God's bringing

persons to be members of the Christian church, as being instructed in Christian

doctrines by the apostles." The principal ground of this opinion is, that sometimes

whole churches are said to be elected. The apostle, for example, speaks of the

church at Babylon, as 'elected together with ' those to whom he directs his epistle ;P

and it is supposed that nothing is intended, but that they were both of them Chris-

tian churches. If this be the sense of every scripture in the New Testament which
treats of election, we must not pretend that the doctrine we are maintaining is

founded on it. We think we have reason to conclude, however, that when we
meet with the word in the New Testament, it is to be understood, in most places,

for God's eternal purpose relating to the salvation of his people. I will not pre-

tend to prove an universal negative, namely, tliat it is never taken otherwise ; but

shall refer to some scriptures, in which it is plainly understood in the sense I have

stated, and shall endeavour to defend this sense.

Tiie first scripture that we shall refer to, is Eph. i. 4, ' He hath chosen us in

him before the foundation of the world, tliat we should be holy and without blame
before him in love.' In tlic following verse he speaks of their being ' predestinated

to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ.' Now, that this respects not the ex-

ternal dispensation of God's providence, in constituting them a Christian church,

or giving them the knowledge of tliose doctrines on which the church was founded,

but tlieir being chosen to salvation, and to grace as the means of salvation, accord-

ing to God's eternal purpose, will very evidently appear from the context. They
who are chosen, are called 'faithful in Clirist Jesus.' This language implies much
more than merely to be in him by external profession. They are farther described,

k Rom. x'\. 2. 1 Ver 5. m V'T. 7. n Rom. ix. 6, 7.

o See Wliiibv's Discourse, &c. pagu 40, et stq. p 1 Pet. i. 2. compared with chap. v. 13.
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as ' blessed with all spiritual blessings, in Christ, '*i or blessed with all those bless-

ings which respect heavenly things, grace which they had in possession, and glory,

which they had in expectation. They are still farther described, as having ' ob-

tained redemption through the blood of Christ, and forgiveness of sins.' And all

this is said to be done, ' according to the riches of his grace,' and ' the good plea-

sure of his will, who worketh all things after the counsel thereof.' Certainly all

this must contain much more than the external dispensation of providence, relating

to the privilege which they enjoyed as a church of Christ.

Again, in 1 Thess. i. 4, the apostle says concerning those to whom he writes,

that he knew ' their election of God,' That this is to be understood of their elec-

tion to eternal life, is very evident. Indeed, he explains it in this sense, when he
says, ' God hath, from the beginning, chosen you to salvation, through sanctifica-

tion of the Spirit, and the belief of the truth, whereunto he called you by our gos-

pel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. '" The gospel is con-

sidered as the means of their attaining that salvation to which they are said to be
chosen ; so that their election contains more than their professed subjection to it,

as a church of Christ. Besides, the apostle gives marks and evidences which
plainly discover that it is their election to salvation which he intends. He speaks

of their ' work of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope, in our Lord Jesus
Christ,' and of 'the gospel's coming not in word only, but in power.'* Here he
does not mean the power which was exerted in working miracles, for that would be
no evidence of their being a church, or of their adhering to the doctrines which
the miracles confirmed thereby, since every one who saw miracles wrought did not

believe. What he means is, that, by the powerful internal influence of the Holy
Ghost, they were persuaded to become followers of the apostles and the Lord, and
were ensamples to others, and public-spirited, in endeavouring to propagate the

gospel in the world. Certainly this argues that they were effectually called by the

grace of God ; and so proves that they were chosen to be made partakers of this

grace, and of that salvation which is the consequence of it.

There is another scripture, in which it is very plain that the apostle speaks of

election to eternal life ; inasmuch as it affirms several privileges connected with

election which the Christian church, as such, cannot lay claim to. The passage is

Rom. viii. 33, ' Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God
that justifieth.' Now if justification, or freedom from condemnation, accompanied
with their being eftectually called here, and ending in their being glorified here-

after, be the result of their election, * certainly more is included than the external

privileges of the covenant of grace, which all who adhere to the Christian faith are

possessed of. It is, therefore, an election to salvation which the apostle here intends.

It is objected, that it is more than probable, when we find, as we sometimes do,

whole churches styled elect in the New Testament, that some among them were
hypocrites. Those, in particular, to whom the apostle Peter writes, who were con-

verted from Judaism to Christianity, whom he calls ' elect, according to the fore-

knowledge of God the Father,' seem to have had some in comnmnion withtliem, con-

cerning whom it might be said, that they had only a name to live, but yet were

dead. He advises them, ' to lay aside all malice, guile, hypocrisy, envies, and
evil-speaking, and, as new born babes, to receive the word, if so be tliey had tast-

ed that the Lord is gracious.'" This language makes it more than probable, that

there were some among tliem who had not, in reality, experienced the grace of God.

Again, when he says that there should be ' false teachers among them,' whose

practice should be as vile as their doctrine, and that 'many 'amongst them 'should

follow their pernicious ways,'* his words seem to argue tliat the whole church he

writes to were not chosen to salvation. It is hence inferred that their election

signifies only their being chosen to enjoy the privileges which they possessed as a

professing society of Christians.—It is certain, however, that there was a very con-

siderable immber among them who were not only Christians in name, but were

very eminent for the exercise of those graces which evinced tlieir election to eter-

f, F.pli. i. .3. r 2 Tl'.ss. ii. 13, 14. s I Thess. i. 3,5.

t Uoiii. viii. ."50. u 1 I'et. li. 1. x2 Pet. li. I. 2.
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nal life. Peter says particularly concerning them, ' Whom having not seen, ye

love ; and in whom believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory

;

receiving- the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. '? This account

of them agrees very well with their being ' elect, through sanctification of the

Spirit, unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.'^ The only

thino- which seems to affect our argument is, that this character did not belong to

every individual. But, supposing this should be allowed, might not the church be

here described as chosen to salvation, inasmuch as the far greater number of them

were so ? Nothing is more common, in scripture, than for a whole body of men to

be denominated from the greater part of them, whether their character be good

or bad. Thus when the greater part of the Jewish church had revolted from God,

and were guilty of the most notorious crimes, they are described as though their

apostacy had been universal :
' They are all grievous revolters, walking with slan-

ders.''' Yet it is certain, that there were some who had not apostatized. Some
were slandered and reproached for the sake of God ; and, though their number was

very small, they were not included in the number of those who walked with slan-

ders. Again, God says by the prophet Ezekiel, ' I sought for a man among them

that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that

I should not destroy it, but I found none.'^ Yet, at that time, in which the people

were most degenerate, there were found some who ' sighed and cried for all the

abominations that were done in the midst of them.'*' On the other hand, when the

greater number of them kept their integrity, and walked before God in holiness of

life, the whole church is thus characterized, ' I remember the kindness of thy youth,

the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness ; Israel

was holiness to the Lord.'*^ Yet it is certain, that, at that time, there were a great

many who rebelled, murmured, and revolted from God, and were plagued for their

iniquities. But because the greater number of them were upright and sincere, the

character of being so is given in general terms, as if there had been no exception.

The prophet looked back also to some age of the church, in which a great number
of them were faithful ; and he speaks of the people in general, at that time, as

such, and accordingly calls them, ' The faithful city.'^ The prophet Jeremiah,

in the same manner, calls them, * The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine

gold.' ^ Yet there never was a time when there were none among them who re-

belled against God. May not, then, the same principle be assumed concerning the

first gospel-churches that were planted by the apostles ? Accordingly, when those

are styled ' elect ' to whom the apostle Peter writes,s as well as the church at Baby-
lon, why may not the word be supposed to signify, that the greater part of them
were really sanctified, and therefore chosen to sanctification? It follows that their

character, as elect, does not signify their being chosen merely to be made par-

takers of the external privileges of the gospel. We might consider also that it is

very agreeable to our common mode of speaking, to denominate a city, or a king-

dom, from the greater number. Whether we call them a rich, or a wise, or a val-

iant people, we never suppose that there are no exceptions to the character. W' hy,
then, may we not conclude, that the apostle Peter, when he describes the church
to whom he wrote as elected, intends their election to salvation?

We have tlius endeavoured to prove, that election is not always taken, in the

Old Testament, for the external privileges which the Jewish nation had as a
church ; nor, in the New Testament, for tliosc which belong to the churches, or to

persons who professed the Christian faith. Probably the learned author, before-

mentioned, was apprehensive that his observation, as to this view of it, would not

hold universally true. He has therefore another provisionary objection against

the doctrine of particular election of persons to eternal life, and says, as Arminius
and his contemporaries before did, that all tliose scriptures M'hich speak of this doc-

trine, refer to nothing more than God's conditional purpose, that if a person be-

lieves, he shall be ."^^aved. It is necessary for us to consider what may be said in

answer to this ; but as we shall have occasion to speak on this subject when we con-

y 1 Pet. i. 8, 9. z Ver. 2. a Jer. vi. 28. b Ezek. xxii. 30. c Chap. ix. 4.

d Jer. ii. 2,3. e Isu. i. 21. i Lnm. iv, 2. g 1 Ptt. v. 13.
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sider the properties of election, under a following Head, we choose rather to reserve

it to that place, than be obliged to repeat what might be said concerning it.

Opinions as to the Objects of Election.

Having thus premised something concerning election in general, and the sense in

which it is to be understood in scripture, we shall briefly mention a matter in dispute,

among divines, relating to the objects of election, as they are considered in God's

eternal purpose. We shall take notice of some different opinions relating to this

question, without making use of those scholastic modes of speaking which render

the subject much more difficult than otherwise it would be ; and we shall avoid

and guard against those extremes which have had a tendency only to prejudice per-

sons against the doctrine in general.

The object of election is variously considered by divines, who treat of the sub-

ject. There are some who, though they agree in the most material things in their

defence of the doctrine, are divided in their sentiments about some nice metaphy-

sical speculations, relating to the manner in which man is to be considered, as the

object of predestination. Some, who are generally styled Supralapsarians, seem

to explain the matter thus:—God, from all eternity, designed to glorify his divine

periections, in some objects out of himself; which he could not then be said to

have done, inasmuch as they did not exist. The perfections which he designed to

glorify, were, more especially, his sovereignty and absolute dominion, as having a

right to do what he will with the work of his hands; and also his goodness, where-

by he would render himself the object of their delight. As a means conducive to

this end, he designed to create man an intelligent creature, in whom he might be

glorified; and since a creature, as such, could not be the object of the display of

his mercy or justice, he farther designed to permit man to fall into a state of sin

and misery, that so, when fallen, he might recover some out of that state, and

leave others to perish in it. The former class are said to be loved, the other hated.

And when some extend the absoluteness of God's purpose, not only to election, but

to reprobation, and do not take care to guard their modes of speaking, as they

ought to do, but conclude reprobation, at least predamnation, to be not an act of

justice, but rather of sovereignty, they lay themselves open to exception, and give

occasion to those who oppose the doctrine of election, to conclude, that they repre-

sent God as delighting in the misery of his creatures, and with that view giving

being to them. It is true, several, who have followed this way of thinking, have

endeavoured to extricate themselves out of this difficulty, and (UMiied this, and

other consequences of the like nature, which many have thouulit to be necessary

deductions from their scheme. Whether they have done this ( inctually, or not,

may be judged of by those who are conversant with their writings.'' I cannot but

profess that I set a very high value on tliem in other respects ; yot 1 am not bound

to approve some nice speculations, contained in their method of treating this sub-

ject, wliich render their views exceptionable. In particular, I cannot approve of

any thing advanced by them, which seems to represent God as purposing to create

man, and then to suffer him to fall, as a means by which he designed to demon-

strate tlic glory of his vindictive justice. This notion has given occasion to many

to entertain rooted prejudices against the doctrine of predestination, as though that

doctrine necessarily involved in it the supposition, that God made man to damn him.

There are others generally styled iiublapsarians,'^ who suppose, that God con-

h See T wiss. Vind. Grat. et de Predest. and liis Riches of God's love, against Hord ;
and also that

part of the writing's of some othirs, in which they treat of predestination, viz. Beza, Gomarus,

Pisralor. Maccovius, Rutherfoid. Whiiaker, and Perkins.

i Aniotif; iliese were His-hcip Davenant, and other divines, who met in the synod of Dort; also

Calvin, V. Du Monlin. Tiirrettin, and. inde. d, the ^natir nuniher of those who havfe defended the

doctrine of predestination. And there are many others, who, when they tieat of it, seem to waive

the particnlar matter in eontroversv. thinking it of no great importance, or th-it this doctrine may

he as well defi iided, without eontining themselves to certain modes of speaking which have been

the ground of many prejudices a^jainst it, whose prudence and conduct herein cannot be justly

blamed.
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Bidered men as made and fallen, and then designed to glorify his grace in the re-

covery of those who were chosen by him to eternal life,—his justice in those whom
he designed to condemn, as a punishment for their sins, which he purposed not to

hinder, and foreknew that they would commit,—and his sovereignty, in selecting

some persons rather than others as the objects of his grace, while he miglit have

left the whole world in that state of misery into which he foresaw they would plunge

themselves. That which is principally objected, by those who are in the other

way of tliinking, against this scheme, is, that the Sublapsarians suppose that God's

creating men, and permitting them to fall, was not the object of his eternal pur-

pose. This opinion, however, the Sublapsarians universally deny, and they distin-

guish between God's purpose to create and suffer men to fall, and his purpose con-

sidered as a means to advance his sovereignty, grace, and justice. In this the

principal difference between the two parties consists. We shall enter no farther

into their controversy, except to add, that whatever may be considered, in God's

eternal purpose, as a means to bring about other ends, it seems evident, from the

nature of the thing, that God cannot be said to choose men to salvation without

considering them as fallen ; for as no one is a subject capable of salvation, but he

who has fallen into a state of sin and misery, so when God purposed to save such,

they could not be considered as to be created, or as created and not fallen, but as

sinners.

There are others who deny particular election of persons to eternal life, and ex-

plain those scriptures, which speak of it, in a very different way. These suppose

that God designed, from all eternity, to create man, and foreknew that he would
fall,—that, pursuant to his eternal foreknowledge, he designed to give him suffi-

cient means for his recovery, which, by the use of his free-wiU, he might improve,

or not, to the best purposes,—and that, foreknowing who would improve, and who
would reject, the means of grace which he purposed to bestow, he determined, as

the consequence of their improving or rejecting them, to save some, and condemn
others. This method of explaining God's eternal purpose is exceptionable in two

respects, as will appear in the course of our prosecuting this subject. First,

they suppose that the salvation of men depends on their own conduct, or the

right use of their free-will ; and they, in consequence, do not give to God the glory

which is due for that powerful, efficacious grace which enables them to improve

the means of grace, and brings them into a state of salvation. Secondly, they sup-

pose that nothing absolute is contained in the decree of God, but his foreknowledge,

which is rather an act of his understanding than his will. Hence, their system

seems to militate against his sovereignty and grace, and, to make his decrees de-

pend on some conditions, founded in the free-will of man, which, according to

them, are not the object of a peremptory decree.

Proofs that Election respects only a part of mankind.

Having thus considered intelligent creatures, and more particularly men, as the

objects of predestination, we proceed to the farther proof and explanation of the doc-

trine of election. To attain our object, we shall insist on the following propositions :

first, that it is only a part of mankind who were chosen to salvation ; secondly,

tliat they who were chosen to it, as the end, were also chosen to sanctification, as

the means ; and thirdly, that they were chosen in Christ. These propositions are con-

tained in that part of the Answer we are considering in which it is said, that ' God
has chosen some men to eternal life, and the means thereof.'

Our first proposition, then, is, that some were chosen to salvation,—not the whole

race of mankind, but only those who shall be eventually saved. That the whole
world is not the object of election, appears from the known acceptation of tlie word,

both in scripture, and in our common modes of speaking. To choose, as was for-

merly observed, is to take, prefer, or esteem one thing before another, or to separ-

ate a part from the whole, for our own proper use, so that what remains is treated
witli neglect and disregard. It is not a proper way of speaking to say that the
whole is chosen. Hence, if all mankind had been foreordained to eternal life, which
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God might have done if he had pleased, this determination would not hare been
called a purpose according to election.

There are other arguments, however, more conclusive than what rests upon
merely the known sense of the word. These we sliall proceed to consider ; and, in

treating them, we shall make use of the same method of reasoning which we
observed, in proving that God foreordained whatever comes to pass, particularly

applying it to the eternal state of believers. The decree of God, as we before

observed, is to be judged of by the execution of it, in time. In like manner, tliose

whom God, in his actual providence and grace, prepares for, and brings to glory,

he also before designed for it. Were I to treat only of those particular points in

controversy which exist between us and the Pelagians, I would first consider the

method which God takes in saving his people, and prove that salvation is of grace,

or that it is the effect of the power of God, and not to be ascribed to the free-will

of man, as separate from the divine influence ; and then I would proceed to speak

concerning the decree of God relating to his salvation, which might then, without

much difficulty, be proved. But being obliged to pursue a method in which things

are laid down in their respective connexion, we must sometimes, to avoid the re-

petition, defer to a following head, the more particular proof of some doctrines, on

which our arguments depend. Hence, as the execution of God's decree, and his

power and grace manifested in it, will be insisted on in some following Answers,

we shall, at present, take these points for granted, or shall speak but very briefly

concerning them.

1. That only a part of mankind are chosen to be made partakers of grace and glory,

appears from the fact that these invaluable privileges are conferred upon, or ap-

plied to, no more than a part of mankind. If all shall not be saved, all were not

chosen to salvation ; for we are not to suppose that God's purpose relating to salva-

tion can be frustrated, or not take effect. If there be a manifest display of dis-

criminating grace in the execution of God's decree relating to salvation, there is,

doubtless, a discrimination in his purpose ; and that is what we call election. Ac-
cordingly, there are some scriptures which represent those who are saved as a rem-

nant. Thus, when the apostle is speaking of God's casting away the greater part

of the Jewish nation, he says of some of them, that, ' at this present time also, tliere

is a remnant, according to the election of grace ;'*' that is, there are some among
them who are brought to embrace the faith of the gospel, and to be made partakers

of the privileges which accompany salvation. These are called a remnant. And
it is said, ' Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea,'

it is no more than 'a remnant ' of them that ' shall be saved. '^ He doubtless speaks

in this and other scriptures, concerning the eternal salvation of those who are de-

scribed as a remnant, according to the election of grace. Here it will be necessary

for us to consider, that this 'remnant' signifies only a small part of the Jewish

church, selected, by divine grace, out of that nation, of which the greater number
were rejected by God ; and that the salvation here spoken of, is to be taken not

for any temporal deliverance, but for that salvation which the believing Jews

should be made partakers of in the gospel-day, when the rejection of the others had

its full accomplishment. That this may appear, we shall compare this scripture

not only with the context, but with the passage in Ilosea, whence it is taken. As
to what respects the context, the apostle, in verse 2, expresses his 'great heaviness,

and continual sorrow of heart,' for the rejection of that nation in general, which

they had brought upon themselves. Yet, in verse 6, he encourages himself with

this thought, that ' the word of God,' that is, the promise made to Abraham relat-

ing to his spiritual seed, who were given to expect greater blessings than those

which were contained in the external dispensation of the covenant of grace, ' should

not take none effect ;' for though the whole nation of the Jews, who were of Israel,

that is, Abraham's natural seed, did not attain those privileges, yet a part of them,

who are here called Israel, and elsewhere a remnant, chosen out of that nation,

should be made partakers of them. The former are, in verse 8, called, ' the chil-

dren of the flesh ;' the latter are called by way of eminence, ' the children of the

k Bom. xi. 5. 1 Rom. ix. 27.
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promise.' They are also styled ' The vessels of mercy, which he had afore pre-

pared unto glory, to whom he designed to make known the riches of his glory,

namely, those whom he had called ; not of the Jews only, hut also of the Gentiles.'™

These are they whom he intends by that 'remnant' which were chosen out of each

of them ; for so the word properly signifies. ^ This sense is farther confirmed, by

the quotation out of the prophecy of Hosea,° compared with another out of the

prophecy of Isaiah.P Both quotations speak of only a remnant that shall be saved,

when the righteous judgments of God were poured forth on the Jewish nation in

general. The prophet Hosea adds another promise relating to them, which the

apostle takes notice of, namely, that ' in the place where it was said unto them,

Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them. Ye are the sons of the

living God.' This promise plainly respects the remnant ; for he had before pro-

phesied concerning the nation in general, ' Ye are not,' that is, ye shall not be

my people, 'and I will not be your God.' Here, therefore, is a great salvation

foretold, which they, among the Jews, should be made partakers of, who were

foreordained to eternal life, when the rest were rejected.

It is objected that the prophet seems to speak of a temporal salvation ; inasmuch
as it is said, in the words immediately following, ' Then shall the children of Ju-

dah, and the children of Israel, be gathered together, and shall appoint them-

selves one head, and they shall come up out of the land,' namely of Babylon, 'for

great shall be the day of Jezreel.' From these words, it is inferred that tlie rem-

nant of whom the prophet speaks, who should be called the sons of the living God,
are such only as should return out of captivity, not an elected portion, or those

of the Jews who believed to eternal life ; because, when this prediction was fulfilled,

they were to 'appoint themselves one head,' or governor, namely, Zerubbabel or

some other, who should be at the head of afikirs, and help forward their flourishing

state, in or after their return from captivity. It seems very evident, however, that

part of this propliecyi respects the happiness of Israel, at the time when ' they

should seek the Lord their God, and David their King, and should fear the Lord
and his goodness, in the latter days.' "^Hiy then may not this verse, in chap, i., in

which it is said tliat ' they shall bo called the sons of the living God,' also have its

accomplishment in the gospel-day, when they should adhere to Christ, who is call-

ed, ' David their King?' The only difficulty which affects this sense of the text

is, its being said, that they shall return to their own land, under the conduct of ' a

head,' or governor, whom they should ' appoint over them,'—language which seems

to favour the opinion maintained in the objection. But the sense of the words
would bo moi'e plain, if, instead of, ' Then the childi'en of Judah,' &c., we render

the text, ' And the children of Judah,' &c. a rendering which is observed in most
ti'anslations, and is most agreeable to the sense of the Hebrew word.*" According
to our translation, the passage seems to intimate, that the prophet is speaking of

something mentioned in the foregoing verse ; and as the one verse respects their

return from the captivity, the other also must be supposed to do so. If, however,
we put 'and' instead of ' then,' the meaning of the verses together is, that there

were two blessings promised. The one blessing was, that a part of the Jewish na-

tion should be made partakers of the saving blessings of the covenant of grace :

and this was to have its accomplishment when they were brought to believe in

Christ by the gospel, or when this remnant, taken from among them, should be

saved. The otlier blessing was promised to the whole nation ; and was to be con-

ferred upon them when they returned from tlie Babylonisli captivity. If it be ob-

jected to this sense of the text, that their return irom captivity is mentioned after

the promise of their being called ' the sons of the living God,' and cannot be supposed

to relate to a providence that shouM happen before it, I need only reply, that it

i:' very usual, in scripture, for the Holy Ghost, when speaking concerning the

j.'rivileges wliich the church should be made partakers of, not to mention them in

t^io same order in which they were to be atxomplished. Why, then, may we not
.s-.ippose, that this rule may be applied to this text ? Accordingly the sense is this :

"1 Hoii). ix. 23, 24. n ev uevi* i| Uultiut, nci solum ex Judais ; that is, those who are called
(itiiii !iiiir)iic tlie Jews, <\% (listin);iii<iheii from the rest ol' them that were rejected. o Hos. i. 10.

\, U.\. x. li,
(J

Viz. Hos. iii. y. r ivapiT
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The prophet had been speaking, in the tenth verse, of that great salvation which

this remnant of the Jews, converted to Christianity, sliould be made partakers of

in the gospel-day ; then he intimates an objection, as if it had been said. ' How can

this be, when the Jews are to be carried into captivity, and there broken, scattered,

and, as it were, ruined ?
' and he adds in answer to tliis, that the Jews should not be

destroyed in the captivity, but should be delivered, and return to their own land,

and should remain a people, till this remnant was gathered out of them, wlio were

to be made partakers of the spiritual privileges under the gospel-dispensation.

Having thus endeavoured to prove, that the remnant spoken of in Rom. ix. are

such as should be made partakers of eternal salvation, we may now apply what has

been said to our present argument. If that salvation, which this remnant was to

be made partakers of, be the effect of divine power, agreeably to what tlie apostle

says in the context, ' It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of

God that showeth mercy ;'' and, if it be the gift of divine grace, agreeably to what

he says elsewhere, ' By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of your-

selves*, it is the gift of God ;'' it follows that God designed beforehand to give them

these blessings ; and if he designed them for only this remnant, then it is not all,

but a part of mankind, namely, those who shall be eventually saved, who were cho-

sen to salvation.

2. The doctrine of election may be further proved, from God's having foreknown

whom he will sanctify and save. It will be allowed that God knows all things,

and, consequently, that he knows all things which are future, and so not only what

persons he has saved, but whom he will save. We need not prove that God fore-

knew all things ; for that is not denied by those who are on the other side of the

question, or, at least, is denied by very few of them'. Indeed, if this were not an

undoubted truth, we could not depend on those predictions which respect things that

shall come to pass. These predictions refer not only to such events as are the

effects of necessary causes, or to things produced according to the common course

or laws of nature, but to those which are contingent, or which are the result of the

free-will of man. Such things have been foretold, and consequently were fore-

known by God. Now, if it be allowed that he foreknew whatever men would be

and do, let me add, that his foreknowledge is not an act of the divine mind, merely

taking a foreview of events, or observing what others will be or do, without deter-

mining that his actual providence should interest itself in them. Hence, if he fore-

knew the salvation of those who shall be eventually saved, he foreknew what he

would do for them, as a means conducive to their salvation ; and, if .so, then he

determined beforehand that he would bring them to glory. But his determination

respects only a part of mankind, who were chosen by him to eternal life.

In this sense we are to understand those scriptures which set forth God's eternal

purpose to save his people, as an act of foreknowledge. Thus, in Rom. xi. 2, it is

said, * God hath not cast away his people, whom he foreknew ;' that is, he haa

not cast them all away, but has reserved to himself ' a remnant, according to the

election of grace.' That he either had or soon designed to cast away tlie greater

number of the Jewish nation, seems very plain from several passages in this chap-

ter. In verses 17, 19, for example, he speaks of 'some of the branches being broken

off,' and, in verse 22, he speaks of God's ' severity,' by which we are to understand

his vindictive justice in this dispensation. Yet we are not to suppose, says the

apostle, that God has cast them all away." Accordingly, he mentions himself as

an instance of the contrary ; as though he had said, ' I am called, and sanctified,

and chosen, though I am an Israelite.' Moreover, God's not casting away this

remnant of the Israelites, being the result of his foreknowledge, does not respect

merely his knowing what they should be or do, whom he had chosen to eternal

life ; but is represented as a discriminating act of favour. As to his merely know-

ing what men should be and do, they who are rejected by him are as much the

objects of his knowledge as any others ; for the omniscience of God is not the re-

sult of his will, but is a perfection founded in his nature, and therefore not arbi-

trary but necessary

s Rom. ix. 16. t Eph. ii. 8. u As in Rom. xi. 1,

L 2m
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Again, the apostle Peter speaks of some who were ' elected, according to the

foreknowledge of God the Father, unto obedience,'-'' &c. This does not mean that

they were chosen, because of anj obedience performed by them, which God fore-

knew ; for their election is considered as the result of his foreknowledge, not as

the cause of it. The word foreknowledge is yet farther explained in another place,

where the apostle says, ' The Lord knoweth them that arc his.'y He had before

been speaking of the faith of some, who professed the gospel, being overthrown.

Nevertheless, says he, that ' foundation ' of hope which God has laid in the gospel,

is not hereby shaken, but ' stands sure ;' the faithful shall not be overthrown, for

' the Lord knoweth them that are his ;' that is, he knows who are the objects of his

love, who shall be kept by his power, through faith, unto salvation. Hence, God's

foreknowledge, considered as a distinguishing privilege, is not to be understood,

merely of his knowing how men will behave themselves, and so taking his measures

thence, as though he first knew what they would do, and then resolved to bestow

his grace ; but it is to be understood of his knowing whom he has set apart for

himself or designed to save, with respect to whom his providence will influence

their conduct, and prevent their apostacy.

God's knowledge is sometimes taken in scripture for his approving, or loving,

those who are its objects. Thus he says to Moses, ' Thou hast found grace in my
sight, and I know thee by name.'^ Here one expression explains the other ; and
so the knowledge spoken of is a knowledge of approbation. Again, when our Savi-

our says to some, ' I will profess unto you I never knew you,'*' it is not to be sup-

posed that he did not know how they would behave themselves, or what they would
do against his name and interest in the world. But the words, * I never knew
you,' mean, ' I never approved of you ;' and accordingly it is added, ' Depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.' Further, when it is said concerning knowledge, as

applied to man, ' This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true

God,''' no one supposes that a speculative knowledge of divine truths will give any
one ground to conclude his right to eternal life. Hence, to know God, is to love

him, to delight in him. Li the same sense the apostle speaks of God's knowing
man, when he says, ' If any man love God, the same is known of him,'*^ that is, be-

loved by him. Now if God's knowing his people signifies his loving them, his fore-

knowing them must signify his determining to do them good, and to bestow grace

and glory upon them ; which is the i^me thing as to choose them to eternal life.

He foreknew what he designed to confer upon them ; for he ' prepared a kingdom
for them from the foundation of the world.''' And this is the same thing as his

having, from the beginning, chosen them to salvation.

It is objected that, as all actions, performed by intelligent creatures, as such,

suppose knowledge, so their determinations are the result of foreknowledge, for the

will follows the dictates of the understanding ; that, therefore, we must suppose
God's foreknowledge to be antecedent to, and the ground and reason of his deter-

minations ; and that the apostle seems to intimate this, when he says, ' Whom he
did foreknow, ho also did predestinate,'*^ that is, he had a perfect knowledge of their

future conduct, and therefore determined to save them. Now, I do not deny that,

according to tlie nature of tilings, we first consider God as knowing, and then as

willing. But this does not liold good vith respect to his knowing things future ;

for we are not to suppo.se that he first knows that a thing shall come to pass, and
then wills that it shall. It is true, he first knows what lie will do, and then does

it ; but to speak of a knowledge in God, as conversant about the future state or

actions of his people, without considering them as connected with his power and
providence as the immediate cause, 1 cannot think con.sistent with the divine

perfections. As for the .scripture, * AVhom he did foreknow, them he did predes-

tinate,' we are not to suppose that God foreknew that they whom the apostle speaks
of would be conformed to the image of his Son, and tlien, as the result of his know-
lodge, determined that they should. Their being conformed to Christ's image, con-
sists in their exercising those graces which arc agreeable to the temper and disposi-

X 1 Pet. i. 2. y 2 Tim. ii. 19. z Exod. xxxiii. 17. a Matt. vii. 23.
b John xvii. 3. c I Cor. viii. 3. d Matt. xxv. 34. e Rom. viii. 29.
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tionof his children, or brethren, as they are here called; and this conformity to his

image, is certainly the result of their being called. But their calling, as well as

justification and glorification, is the consequence of their being foreknown. Hence,
God's foreknowledge must here be taken in the same sense as in the scriptures

just quoted,—for his having loved them before the foundation of tiie world, or

chosen them to enjoy those privileges which are here mentioned. [See note 2 U,
page 321.]

3. That there is a number chosen out of the world to eternal life, appears further

from the means which God has ordained for gathering a people out of it, to be made
partakers of the blessings which he has reserved for them in heaven. This is what
we generally call the means of grace ; and from the nature of it we may learn that
there is a chosen people, whose advantage is designed by it.

There always has been a number of persons, whom God, by his distinguishing

providence, has separated from the world, who have enjoyed the ordinances, or

means of grace, and to whom the promises of eternal life have been made. We do
not say that these are all chosen to eternal life ; but it appears, from the design of

providence in giving them the means of salvation, that there have been some
among them, who were ordained to eternal life. If God gives the means of grace

to the church, it is an evident token that some are designed to have grace bestowed
upon them, and consequently to be brought to glory.

Again, they who have been favoured with the means of grace, have had some
peculiar marks of the divine regard to them. Thus we read, in the early ages of

the world, of the distinction between those who had the special presence of God
among them, and others who were deprived of it. Cain, for example, is said to

have 'gone out from the presence of the Lord,'^ as one who, together with his

posterity, was deprived of the means of grace. We read also of God's covenant,

in which the Most High promised to be a God to some, while others were excluded.

Thus he was called 'the God of Shem,'^ and afterwards, 'of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, '^ whose descendants were in consequence given to expect the ordinances,

and means of grace, and many instances of that special grace whicli a part of them
should be made partakers of. Now, would he have made this provision, for a pecu-

liar people, in so discriminating a way, if there had not been a remnant among
them, according to the election of grace, whom he designed to manifest himself to

here, and to bring to glory hereafter ? No, he would have neglected or overlooked

them, as he did the world. Both they and their seed, however, had the promises

of the covenant of grace made to them ; and this fact argues, that there was a
remnant among them, whom God designed to bring into a state of grace and
salvation, and who, in consequence, are said to be the objects of divine love.

This leads us to consider the meaning of that text, which is generally insisted

on, as a very plain proof of this doctrine, ' The children being not yet born, neither

having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God, according to election, might
stand ; not of works, but of him that calleth : it was said unto her, the elder shall

serve the younger; as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.''

Here is an express mention of the purpose of God, according to election ; and
Jacob, pursuant to it, is said to be the object of divhie love. For understanding

this, let us consider the sense which is given of the passage, by those on the other

side of the question ; how far that sense may be allowed ; what there is in the

words to prove our doctrine ; and wherein our sense of them ditt'ers from theirs.

They who deny particular election, suppose that Jacob and Esau are not here

considered in a personal capacity, but that the apostle speaks of their respective

descendants. They suppose also that he refers to two divine predictions ; in one

of which,'' God told Rebekah, before her two sons were born, that ' two nations

were in her womb,' and that 'the elder,' that is the posterity of Esau, 'should

serve the younger,' namely that of Jacob; and, in the other of which, God says,

' I loved Jacob, and hated Esau, and laid his mountains waste. '^ We are hence

told that if, in both the scriptures referred to by the apostle, notliing else is intended

f Gen. iv. 16. g Chap. ix. 26. h Exod. iii. 6.

i Rom. ix. 11—13. k Gen. xxv. 23. 1 Mai. i. 2. 3.



276 THE DECREES OF GOD.

but the difference which should be put between them, as to the external dispensa-

tions of providence, or that Jacob's lamily, in .uture ages, should be in a more flour-

ishin<r state than that of Esau, we must not suppose that the apostle designed to

represent them as chosen to or excluded from eternal life. This seems a very

plausible sense of the text. Yet the apostle's words may very well be so reconciled

with the two scriptures cited to enervate the force of the argument taken from them,

as that it shall not follow that there is no reference made to the doctrine of eternal

election. We will not deny that when it is said, 'Jacob have I loved, and Esau

have I hated,' their respective descendants were intended in this prediction. But

it does not follow that Jacob and Esau, personally considered, were not also includ-

ed. Whoever reads their history, in the book of Genesis, will find evidently, in the

one, the marks and characters of a person chosen to eternal life ; but will discover in

the other no account of any regard which he expressed to God or religion,—no evi-

dence that he was not rejected.—Again, so far as respects the posterity of Jacob, and

Esau, we are not to suppose that God's having loved the one, and rejected the other,

implies nothing else but that Jacob's posterity had a better country allotted for them,

or that they exceeded Esau's in those secular advantages or honours which were con-

ferred upon them. This seems to be the principal sense which they, on the other

side of the question, give of the apostle's words; for they compare them with those

of the prophet Malachi, who, speaking concerning Esau's being hated, explains it

as relating to 'his land being laid waste for the dragons of the wilderness.' This

had been foretold by some other prophets;'" and had its accomplishment soon after

the Jews were carried captive into Babylon, from which time they ceased to be a

nation. But, though this be the particular instance of hatred which the prophet

Malachi refers to, yet more is meant by the word, as used by the apostle Paul.

The prophet particularly designs to obviate an objection, which the Jews are repre-

sented as making against the divine dispensations towards them; as though they

had not such an appearance of being the objects of love, as he supposes them to

have had. He hence brings them in as speaking to this effect: 'How canst thou

say, that God has loved us, who have continued seventy years captives in Babylon,

and who, since our return thence, have been exposed to many adverse dispensations

of providence ?
' The prophet's reply is this : That notwithstanding their captivity

and adversities, they still remained a nation, and, in this respect, were more the

objects of the divine regard than the posterity of Esau ; for the latter, who are

represented as hated, never returned to their former state, or whatever attempts

they made to recover it were all to no purpose. This the prophet alleges as a suffi-

cient answer to the Jews' objection, in the same sense in which they understood the

words 'love' and 'hatred.' But doubtless, more was meant in the prediction

uttered before Jacob and Esau were born, and in the apostle's application of it in

the text in question. If nothing were intended but outward prosperity, or their

vying with each other in worldly grandeur, Esau's prosperity might be concluded

to have been preferable to Jacob's. When they arc reckoned by their genealogies,"

many of the former are described as dukes and kings, who made a considerable

figure in the world. And when Jacob's posterity were few in number, and bond-

men in the land of Egypt, and when the Israelites were carried captive into Baby-
lon, the Edomites are represented, by the prophet, as looking on and rejoicing in

their destruction, they themselves being at that time, to all appearance, secure, and

enjoying their former liberty.—Nor could the love and hatred spoken of signify

nothing else than that the descendants of Jacob should be planted in a more fruit-

ful soil. There is little difference put between them, in this respect, in the patri-

archal benediction pronounced by their fatlier ; wlio tells Jacob, that ' God would

give him the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and

wine ;
' and says to Esau, ' Thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and the

dew of heaven from above.'" Hence, when the one is described, in the prediction,

as loved, and the other as hated, we are not to suppose that outward prosperity on the

one hand, or adversity on the other, are principally intended ; for that might be

m Jer. xlix. 17, 18; Ezek. xxxv. 7, 9; Ohad. verse 10. n Gen. xxxvi.

o Chap, xxvii. 28. compared with 39.
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said of both of them by turns. I infer, therefore, that God's loving or hating, as

applied to the posterity of Jacob or Esau, principally respects his detennining to

give or deny the external blessings of the covenant of grace, or the means of grace,

and therewith many special tokens of liis fav6ur. In Jacob's line the church was
established, out of which, as has been before observed, there was a remnant chosen
and brought to eternal life. How far this may be said of Esau's, is hard to de-

termine.

But it will be objected, that, as is more than probable. Job and his friends were
of Esau's posterity, and yet were far from being rejected of God. We reply, tliat a
few single instances are not sufficient to overthrow the sense we have given of this

divine oracle ; for, as is very agreeable to the sense of many scriptures, the rejec-

tion of Esau's posterity may take its denomination from the greater number, with-

out including every individual. Moreover, Job and his friends, as we have suffi-

cient ground to conclude, lived before the seed of Jacob were increased, and ad-

vanced to be a distinct nation, as after their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage.

They lived also before that idolatry, which first overspread the land of Chaldea in

Abraham's time, had universally extended itself over the country of Idumea, where
Esau's family was situated, isow, though the prediction respecting Esau did not

take place in a very considerable degree, in the first descendants from him, it does

not follow that it has no reference to their rejection, as to what concerned the

spiritual privileges of that people afterwards. Indeed, idolatry seems to have had
some footing in the country where Job lived, even in his time. This gave him oc-

casion to exculpate himself from the charge of it, when he signifies that ' he had
not beheld the sun when it shineth, or the moon walking in brightness, and his

heart had not been secretly enticed, or his mouth kissed his hand.' p Here he al-

ludes to some modes of worship, practised by idolaters in his day, who gave divine

honour to the sun and moon. And, soon after his time, before Israel had taken
possession of Canaan, there seems to have been an universal defection of the E do-

mites from the true religion. Had this not been the case, Moses doubtless might,

without any difficulty, have got leave to pass through their country, in his way to

the land of Canaan,—especially as there was no reason to fear that his people

would do any thing against them in a hostile manner. Yet he requested this leave in a
most friendly and obliging manner, but to no purpose. i Tlie unfriendly treatment,

therefore, which the Israelites met with from them, proceeded from the same spring

with that of the Amalekites, and other bordering nations ; it arose from the cir-

cumstance that all had revolted from the God and religion of their father Abra-
ham. Hence, the prediction in question seems to have been fulfilled, before the

promise respecting Jacob's posterity, in any considerable degree, began to be accom-
plished.

Having briefly considered this objection, we return to the argument,—namely,

that God's loving or hating, in this scripture, as it has a relation to the distinct

nations which descended from Jacob and Esau, includes his determining to give or

deny the external privileges of the covenant of grace, which we generally call tlie

ordinances or means of grace. These were the spiritual and more distinguishing

instances of divine favour, which Jacob was given to expect, when he obtained the

blessing. As to the double portion, or greater part, of the paternal estate which

descended with the blessing, together with the honour which those who enjoyed it

possessed of having dominion over their brethren, or a right, as it is probable they

had, to act as civil magistrates in their respective families, these were all small

things, compared with those spiritual privileges in which God's love to Jacob and

his posterity was principally expressed. It was the bestowal of these privileges

which is so often signified by God's being ' the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.'

In other x'espects, Esau was blessed, as well as Jacob. The apostle, speaking con-

cerning that part of Isaac's prediction which respected the temporal advantage of

their posterity, says, that ' he blessed Jacob and Esau, concerning things to come.'""

Yet Esau was rejected, as to what concerns the spiritual part of the blessing. This

was the birth-right which he is said to have despised ;
* and hence he is styled by

p Job xxxi. 26, 27. q Num. xx. 14—21, r Ileb. xi. 20. s Gen. xxv. 34.
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the apostle, ' a profane person.'* If it had been only a temporal privilege which

he contemned, his despising it might have been a sin, but it could not have been

properly said to be an instance of profaneness, for that has respect only to things

sacred. It evidently appears, therefore, that the blessings which Esau despised,

and which God liad before designed to confer on Jacob and his seed, as a peculiar

instance of his love, were of a spiritual nature.

It will be farther objected, however, that men's enjoying the external privileges

of the covenant of grace, has no immediate reference to their salvation, or their

election to it. But as salvation is not to be attained except by and under the

means of grace, we must conclude, that whenever God bestows and continues them
to a church or nation, he has a further end in view, namely, the calling some by
his grace, to partake of those privileges which accompany salvation. If there were

no such blessings to be conferred on the world, there would be no means of grace,

and consequently no external dispensation of the covenant of grace ; for it is ab-

surd to suppose that anything can be called a means, where all are excluded from

the end which it refers to. The sum of this argument, then, is, that God had a

peculiar love to the posterity of Jacob, and, accordingly, designed to give them
those privileges which were denied to others, namely, the means of grace, which
he would not have done, had he not intended to make them effectual to

the salvation of some of them. His purpose to this effect, is what is called

election. And though this does not apply to all the seed of Jacob, for 'all,' as the

apostle says elsewhere, ' are not Israel who are of Israel ;" yet, as there was a rem-
nant of them to whom it was applied, these are that happy seed who are represented,

by the apostle, as the objects of God's compassion, or as ' vessels unto honour, in

whom he designed to make known the riches of his glory,' having, in this respect,

' afore prepared them unto glory.'"

Having thus considered that God has chosen a part of mankind to salvation, we
may, without being charged with a vain curiosity, since the scripture goes before

us in this matter, inquire whether this privilege belongs to the greater or the

smaller part of mankind. If we judge of the purpose of God, by the execution of

it, it must be observed that hitherto the number of those who have been made
partakers of the special privileges of the gospel, has been comparatively small. If

we look back to the ages before our Saviour's incarnation, what a very inconsider-

able proportion did Israel bear to the rest of the world, who were left in darkness

and ignorance I Even after those ages, our Saviour observes that ' many were
called,' in his time, 'but few were chosen ;'^ and he advises to 'enter in at'the strait

gate,'y by which he means the way to eternal life, concerning which he says that
' there are,' comparatively, ' few who find it.' And when the gospel had a greater
spread, and wonderful success attended the preaching of it by the apostles, and
many nations embraced the Christian faith, in the most flourishing ages of the
church, the number of professing Christians, and much more of those who were
converted and effectually called, was comparatively small. Whether at that
happy period for which we hope and pray, and which scripture gives us warrant to

expect, when there shall be a greater spread of the gospel, and a more plentiful

. effusion of the Spirit to render it successful, whether there shall then be a greater
number of true believers, and whether the fewness of those who have hitherto

been chosen and sanctified, shall not be compensated, by the greatness of the mul-
titudes who shall live in that happy age of the church, is not for us to be over
curious to inquire. Yet we may ascertain from scripture, that, in the great day,
when all the elect shall be gathered together, their number shall be exceeding
great ; if what the apostle says refers to this matter, as some suppose he does,

when he speaks of ' a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations,

and knidreds, and people, and tongues, who stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. '^ But these things are
no farther to be searched into, than as we may take occasion from them to inquire
wlu'ther wo are of the elected number. If wo are, we ought to bless God for his dis-
criminating grace, which he has magnified in our salvation.

t Heb. xii. 16. u Roin. ix. 15, 21, 23. x Matt. xx. 16.

V Matt. vii. 13, 14. z Rev. vii. 9.
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Proofs that Election has reference to Sanctifcation.

We now proceed to show that they who are chosen to salvation are also chosen

to sanctification, as the means of it. As the end and means are not to be separated

in the execution of God's decree, so they are not to be separated in our conception

of the decree itself. Since God brings none to glory, but in a way of holiness, the

same he determined to do from all eternity,—that is, to make his people holy as

well, as happy, or first to give them faith and repentance, and then the end of their

faith, the salvation of their souls.

There are many scriptures in which the purpose of God, as relating to this, is

plainly stated. Thus it is said, ' lie hath chosen us that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love.'* Elsewhere the apostle tells others, that 'God
had, from the beginning, chosen them unto salvation, through sanctification of the

Spirit, and belief of the truth. '^ The apostle James says, ' God hath chosen the

poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. '*= Elsewhere the apostle

Paul speaks of persons being ' predestinated to be conformed to the image of his

Son,' which he explains to mean their being ' called, justified, and glorified.'*^ It

is also said, respecting those who were converted under the apostle Paul's ministry,

' As many as were ordained to eternal life believed ;'® and of course they were

ordained to believe, as well as to obtain eternal life.

The argument, which seems very plainly contained in these and similar scrip-

tures, is, that God's eternal purpose respects the grace which his people are made
partakers of here, as well as the glory which they expect hereafter. That these

are inseparably connected, cannot reasonably be denied by those who are not will-

ing to admit the doctrine of election. But if the inseparable connection between

faith and salvation be allowed, as having respect to the execution of God's purpose,

it will be no difficult matter to prove that this was determined by him, or that his

purpose respects faith, as well as salvation. Hence the main thing in this controversy

is, whether this grace which accompanies salvation is wrought by the power of God,

or depends on the free-will of man. That which induces our opponents to deny

that God has chosen persons to faith, is the supposition, that that which is the

result of man's free-will, cannot be the object of God's unchangeable purpose.

They accordingly assert, that the grace which accompanies salvation depends on

man's free-will ; and hence infer that God has not chosen men to it. This is the

hinge on which the whole controversy turns. If the doctrine of special efficacious

grace be maintained, all the prejudices against that of election would soon bo re-

moved. But the consideration of this we must refer to its proper place, as we shall

have occasion to insist on it when discussing some other answers.* What may be

farther considered under a following head concerning the absoluteness of election,

as one of the properties that belong to it, will also add some strength to the present

argument. AH that we shall do at present is, to defend our sense of the scriptures

now referred to,—to prove that election respects sanctification, as well as salvation.

The first of theses proves that holiness is the end of election, or that it is the

thing to which persons are chosen. This appears from the grammatical construc-

tion of the words. It is not said, ' he has chosen us, considered as holy, and with-

out blame,' but ' he has chosen us that we should hc\\o\y.'^' Now that which is

plainly intended, as the result of election, cannot be the cause and reason of it.

As to what the apostle says, ' God hath, from the beginning, chosen you unto

salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,'' tliis plainly

intimates, that sanctification is the end of election. The principal answer which

Bome give, which appears to be an evasion, is. that the apostle does not speak of

eternal election, because God is said to have done this ' from tlie beginning,' that

is, as one explains the words, from the beginning of the apostle's preaching to them.

But if we can prove that there is such a thing as a purpose to save, it will bo no

a Eph. i. 4. b 2 Thess. ii. 13. c James ii. 5. d Rom. viii. 29.

e Acts xiii. 48. f See Questions Ixvii. Ixviii. Ixxii. Ixxv. Ixxvi. g Eph. i. 4.

t b •!»«< ht^etf ccyitv!. i 2 Thess. ii. 13. j
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difficult matter to prove the eternity of the divine purpose. Nor is this disagreeable

to tlic; sen!^e in wliich the words, ' from the beginning,' are elsewhere used.*^

As for that scripture in which it is said, ' God hath chosen the poor of this

world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom,' ' the words, ' that they may be,' ™

whicli are inserted by the apostle in the scripture but now mentioned, may, with-

out any strain on the sense, be supplied ; and so the meaning is, ' God hath chosen

them, that they might he rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.' If it will not be

allowed, that tliese words ought to be supplied, the sense is the same as though

they were. The passage is as if it had been said, ' God has chosen the poor of this

world, who are described as rich in faith, to be heirs of the kingdom.' We dis-

tinguish, in the same manner, between election being founded upon laith, and faith

being a character by which the elect are described. If faith be a character by
whicli they are described, then he who enabled them to believe, purposed to give

them this grace,—that is, he chose them to faith, as well as to be heirs of the kingdom.
As for the text, ' He hath predestinated us to be conformed to the image of his

Son,'" the words, 'to be,' are supplied by our translators, as I apprehend they

ought, for the reason but now mentioned, taken from the parallel scripture, in Eph.
i. 4. But, to evade the force of the argument, to prove that we are predestinated

to grace, as well as to glory, they who deny this doctrine, give a very different turn

to the sense of this text ; and regard the apostle as meaning only that the persons

whom he speaks of were predestinated to an afflicted state in this life, a state of

persecution, in which they are said to be conformed to tlie image of Christ." But
though it is true that believers are said to be made partakers of the sufferings of

Christ, and, by consequence, are predestinated to become so ; yet this does not ap-

pear to be the sense of the text in question, and does not well agree with the con-

text. The apostle had been describing those whom he speaks of, as loving God,
and as called according to his purpose ; and he then considers them as predes-

tinated to be conformed to the image of his Son. This, then, must be meant of

their being made partakers of those graces in which their conformity to Christ con-

Rists, as well as in sufferings. Accordingly, he considers them, in the following

verse, as ' called, justified, and glorified.' And all this is the result of their being
predestinated.

As to that scripture, 'As many as were ordained to eternal life believed,'

P

the faith of the persons spoken of is considered as the resuh of their being ordained
to eternal life ; in other words, they are represented as predestinated to the means,
as well as to the end. But it will be objected, that this is not agreeable to the sense
of the Greek word here used.i The objection is founded partly on the fact that it is

not said they \fere foreordained to eternal life, but ordained,—a phrase the genuine
sense of which, it is alleged, is, that they were ' disposed to eternal life,' and conse-
quently to faith, as the means of it. Some understand this phrase in a different
sense, and suppose that it imports a being disposed, by the providence of God, or
set in order, or prepared, lor eternal life. Others, agreeably to the exposition
which Socinus, and some of his followers, give of the text, undei stand the words, as
signifying their having an internal disposition, or being well inclined, as having an
earnest desire after eternal life, for which reason they believed, or were fitted and
prepared for eternal life, by the temper of their minds, and accordingly they be-
lieved. With this opinion a late learned writer agrees.*" To these objections we reply,
that if the word which we render ' ordained,' be justly translated, the thing which
they were ordained to being something that was future, it is, in effect, the same,
as though it were said, they were foreordained to it, as Beza observes."—Again,
suppose the word ought rather to be translated, ' they were disposed unto
eternal life,' it seems to contain a metaphor, taken from a general's disposing,
or ordering, his soldiers to their respective posts, or employments, to which he ap-
points them. The passage is then as if it had been said, ' As many as God had,
in his providence, or antecedent purpose, intended for salvation, believed ; inasmuch
as faith is the means and way to attain it.' This amounts to the same thing as our

k See Prov. viii. 23. 1 Jannes ii. 5. no mai. n Rom. viii. 29. o Vid. Grot, in loc.

p Acts xiii. 48. q rtway/nit;. r Vid. Whitby in loc. 8 Vid. Beza in loc.
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translation.—As to the other sense proposed, namely, their being internally disposed

for eternal life, it seems very discordant with the import of tlic (Ireok word. Those
texts which are generally brouglit to justify it, aj)pear to be very much strained

and forced to serve the purpose.* Indeed, even if the word would bear such a sense, the
doctrine, that there are some internal dispositions in men, antecedent to tlie grace
of God, whereby they are fitted and prepared for it, does not well agree with the
sense of those scriptures which set forth man's natural opposition to the grace of
God, before he is regenerated and converted, and his enmity against him ; or with
others which assert the absolute necessity of the previous work of the Spirit, to

prepare for as well as excite the acts of faith.

It is farther objected, that the passage cannot respect their being ordained or
chosen to eternal life who believed ; inasmuch as none who plead for the doctrine

of election suppose that all who arc elected in one place, believe at the same time.

Had it been said, that all who believed at that time, were ordained to eternal life,

the words, it is alleged, would be agreeable to what is maintained by those who de-

fend the doctrine of election ; but to say, that all who are elected to eternal life, in

any particular city, are persuaded to believe at the same time, is what the advo-

cates of that doctrine will not allow. Besides, say the objectors, it is not usual for

God to discover to, or by, the inspired writers, that, in any particular place, there

are no more elected than those who are, at any one time, converted. Indeed, it

is contrary, they add, to the method of God's providence to bring in all his elect

at one time ; so that we cannot suppose that the matter in question was revealed

to the inspired writer. They, hence, conclude that, not eternal election, but some-
thing else, must be intended, namely, that all those who were prepared for eternal

life, or who were disposed to pursue it, believed." To this objection we reply that,

when the apostle says, ' As many as were ordained to eternal life believed,' we are

not led into the hidden mystery of the divine will, so as to be able to judge whether
more than they who then believed, in that place, were ordained to it. The mean-
ing is merely that there were many who believed, and that all of them were ordain-

ed to eternal life. Hence, the passage is as if it had been said, ' God has a people

in this place, whom he has ordained to eternal life, who were to be converted, some
at one time, others at another. Some of them were converted at this time, name-
ly a part of those who were ordained to eternal life, if more were ordained to it.'

The objection supposes, that the word which we render ' as many as,' imports the

whole number of the elect in that place. We think, however, that the meaning is,

that there were many who believed, and that these were only such as were ordained

to eternal life. But there might be many more so ordained, who then did not be-

lieve, but hereafter should. This remained a secret, which the inspired writer was
not led into, nor we by him.

There is another objection, which the learned author* whose paraphrase on the

New Testament, and discourse on election, I am sometimes obliged to refer to, in

considering the objections which are made against this doctrine, proposes with a

great deal of warmth ; and if no reply can be given to it, it will be no wonder to find

many prejudiced against it. His words are these: " If the reason why these men
believed be only this, that they were men ordained to eternal life, the reason why
the rest believed not, can be this only, that they were not ordained by God
to eternal life ; and if so, what necessity could there be, that the word of God
should be first preached to them, as we read, ver. 4G? Was it only that their dam-
nation might be the greater? This seems to charge the Lover of souls, whoso

tender mercies are over all his works, with the greatest cruelty ; seeing it makes
him determine, from all eternity, not only that so many souls, as capable of salva-

t The principal text which Dr. Whitby refers to, as justifying his sense of the word, is Acts xx.

13, ' We went to Assos, there intending to take in Paul, tor so had he appointed, minding himself

to go afoot.' The words are, airo) ya^ >j* iiK.riTay/itvs fitXXtit avrei n^tuut, \\ hich he understands

as it the meaning were that the apostle was disposed, in his own mind, to go afoot. But that sense

is not agreea()le to the scope of the text. The meaning o( it seems to be this : that it was deter-

mined, ordered, or preconcerted by them, before they set sail, that Paul should be taken in at Assos,

since he was to go there aloot. Hence, this makes nothing to that author's purpose, but rather

sanctions the sense which we have given ot the word.

u See Grot, in loc. x See Dr. Whitbv in loc.
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tion a=; any other, shall perish everlastingly ; but also to determine, that the dis-

pensations of his providence shall be such towards them, as necessarily tends to the

awirravation of their condemnation. And what could even their most malicious

and enraged enemy do more? What is it the very devil aims at, by all his tempta-

tions, but this very end, namely, the aggravation of our future punishment ? And
therefore to assert that God had determined that his word should be spoken to

these Jews, for this very end, is to make God as instrumental to their ruin, as the

very devil, and seemeth wholly irreconcilable with his declarations, that he would
have all men to be saved, and would not that any man should perish." We must
either quit the doctrine we are maintaining, provided it be the same as this author

represents it to be, or we must be charged, by all mankind, with such'horrid blas-

phemy, as is shocking to any one who reads it, as charging the Lover of souls with

the greatest cruelty, and with acting in such a way as their greatest enemy is said

to do,—determining, that the dispensations of his providence should tend to aggra-

vate their condemnation, and that the gospel should be preached for this end, and no

other. But let the blasphemy rest on this author's misrepresentation. Far be it

from us to advance any such doctrine. In answer to him, we remark that the im-

mediate I'eason why men believe to eternal life, is that God exerts the exceeding

greatness of his power, whereby he works faith ; and the reason of his exerting this

power, is that he determined to do it, for the exerting of it is the execution of his

purpose. But it does not follow, that the only reason why others do not believe

is, that they were not ordained to eternal life. Their not having been ordained to

eternal life, it is true, or God's not having purposed to save them, is the reason

why he does not exert that power which is necessary to work faith ; and unbelief

will certainly be the consequence, unless man could believe without the divine en-

ergy. Yet the immediate spring or cause of unbelief is the corruption and per-

verseness of human nature ; which is chargeable on none but man himself. We
must certainly distinguish between unbelief being the consequence of God not work-

ing faith, and its being the effect of this. By its being the consequence of it is un-

derstood, that corrupt nature takes occasion, from the absence of preventing grace,

to exert itself. Is God's denying the revengeful person, or the murderer, that

grace which would prevent his executing his bloody designs, the cause of his crimes ?

Or his denying to others the necessary supply of their present exigencies, the cause

of their making use of unlawful means, by plundering others, to subsist themselves?

No more is his denying special grace, which he was not obliged to give to any, the

cause of men's unbelief and impenitency. These are to be assigned only to that

wicked propensity of nature, which inclines us to sin, and not to the divine efficien-

cy. And how far soever they may be the result of God's determining to deny his

grace, they are not to be reckoned the etfect of his determination.—Again, tiie de-

sign of the word's being preached, is not, as the vile misrepresentation I am consider-

ing suggests, to aggravate the damnation of those who shall not believe. The design

is that men may be led by the gospel to know their duty, and that the sovereignty of

God, and the holiness of his law, which requires faith and repentance, as well as

mans obedience, may be made known to the world. I do not deny, that unbelief,

and the condenmation consequent upon it, are aggravated by the giving of the gos-

pel. That they are so, appears from many scriptures -.y as when our Saviour

Upbraids Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum, and other places where he ministered,

with their unbelief, and represents their condemnation as greater than that

of others who were destitute of gospel privileges. It is a malicious insinua-

tion, however, to say that we conclude tliat the gospel was given for this end.

We nmst distinguish between the aggravation of condemnation being the result,

or the remote consequence, of giving the gospel, and its being the effect of it,

in these who reject the go.spel. Much more nmst we make this distinction as

to tlie design of God in giving it.—Further, God's denying that grace which
would have enabled men to believe, is not to be charged as an instance of cruelty,

any more than his denying it to fallen angels. It is rather a display of his justice,

lie was not obliged to give grace to any of the apostate race of man. Shall his

y Matt. xi. 21. Luke x. 13.
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denying the grace of faith be reckoned an instance of crucltj, when we consider
the forfeiture which was formerly made of it, and man's propensity to sin, which
is chargeable only on himself?—Nor is God's purpose to deny the grace of jaith

to those whom he has not ordained to eternal life, inconsistent with that scripture,
• He will have all men to be saved.''' This text, as will be farther observed else-

where,* respects either God's determining that salvation should be applied to all

sorts of men, or his declaring, by his revealed will, that it is the duty of all men to
believe and to acknowledge the truth, as made known to them in the gospel.

The Elect a/re Cho$en in Christ.

They who are elected to salvation, are chosen in Christ. It is expressly said,
' He hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the world.' '' We are not to
suppose that the apostle intends hereby, that we are chosen for the sake of Christ,

as though any of his mediatorial acts were the ground and reason of our being
chosen. Election is an act of sovereign grace, or is resolved into the good pleasure
of the will of God, and is not to be accounted a purchased blessing. When we
speak of the work of the Mediator, with relation to it, it is to be considered as a
means ordained by God, to bring his elect to salvation, rather than the foundation of
their election. This proposition necessarily follov/s the former ; for if they who are
chosen to the end, are chosen to the means, Christ's mediatorial acts being the
highest and first means of salvation, God's eternal purpose respects these, as sub-
servient to salvation.

There are some very considerable divines •= who distinguish between our being
chosen in Christ as a Head, and our being chosen in him as a Redeemer. They
conclude, that there are two distinct relations in wliich the elect are said to stand
to Christ, both of which are mentioned by the apostle, when he says, ' Christ is the
Head of the church, and the Saviour of the body,''^ and also when ho says, 'He
is the Head of the body the church, and hath made peace through the blood of his

cross.'® They add, that the elect are considered as his members, without any re-

gard had to their fallen state ; and that the blessings involved in this are such as
render their condition more honourable and glorious, than it would have been had
they been considered only as creatures, without any relation to him as their Head,
This Headship of Christ they extend not only to men, but to the holy angels, whom
they suppose to be chosen, in this respect, in Christ, as well as men ; and they say
that it is owing to this that they have the grace of confirmation conferred upon them.
It follows, also, that Christ would have been the Head of the election of grace,
though man had not lallen, and that our fallen state rendered that other relation

of Christ to his elect necessary. Hence, as chosen to salvation, they are chosen in

him as a Redeemer, designed to bring about this great work for them, and, for this

end, set up 'from everlasting.'^

This distinction of Christ's double relation to the elect, is, doubtless, designed by
those who adopt it to advance his glory. Yet it remains a matter of doubt with
me, whether Christ's Headship over his church be not a branch of his mediatorial

glory ; and if so, it will be very difficult to prove that a Mediator respects any
other than man, and him more particularly considered as lallen. Accordingly, God
designed by the work of mediation, not to advance him to a higher condition than
•what was merely the result of his being a creature, but to deliver him from that

state of sin and misery into which he foresaw that he would plunge himself. Hence,
in considering the order of God's eternal purpose relating to the salvation of his

people, we must suppose that he first designed to glorify all his perfections in their

redemption and salvation. lu order to this he foreordained, or appointed, Christ

to be their great Mediator, in whom he would be glorified, and by whom this work
was to be brought about. He appointed him to be their Head, Surety, and Re-
deemer, first to purchase salvation for them, and then to make them meet for it, in

the same order in which it is brought about by him in the execution of his purpose.

z 1 Tim. ii. 4. a See Qiifst. xliv. IxviiL b Eph. i. 4. c See Dr. Goodwin,
Vol. ii. ol Eltctioii. tl E|)h. v. 23. e Gol. i. 18—20. f Prov. viii. 23.
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Thus, as the glory of God, in the salvation of the elect, was the end, Christ's re-

demption was the means more immediately conducive to it. Accordingly, Christ is

said to be foreordained to perform those offices which he executes as Mediator.^

And as, when he was manifested in the flesh, he did all thmgs for his people which

were necessary to bring them to glory, he is, in God's purpose, considered as the

great Mediator, by whom he designed this work should be brought about. Hence,

when he is set forth in the gospel as a propitiation for sin, the apostle seems to

speak of his being such, as the result of God's purpose. His words are, ' Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation.'^ The Greek word' ti-anslated 'set forth,' pro-

perly signifies, as is observed in the marginal reference, 'foreordained.' Accord-

ingly, we must consider him as from all eternity, in God's purpose, appointed to be

the federal Head of those who are said to be chosen in him, and to have aU the

concerns of the divine glory relating to their salvation committed to his manage-
ment. [See note 2 V, p. 322.]

The Eternity, Wisdom, Secrecy, Absoluteness, and Unchangeahleness of the

Purpose of Election.

We shall now consider the properties of election, and how the divine perfections

are displayed in it, agreeably to what is said concerning it in scripture.

1. As election is taken for the purpose of God, relating to the .sanctification or

salvation of men, as distinguished from the execution of that purpose, it is eternal.

This is evident. God being eternal, his purposes must be concluded to be of equal

duration with his existence. We cannot suppose that an infinitely wise and sover-

eign Being existed from all eternity, without any forethought or resolution what to

do. To suppose this would be to represent him to have been undetermined, or un-

resolved, when he first gave being to all things. Nor is it to be supposed that

there are any new determinations in the divine will. To suppose this would argue

him to be imperfect. New determinations would be an instance of mutability in

him, as much as it would be for him to alter his purpose. But to suppose either

of these, does not accord with the idea of an infinitely perfect Being. Moreover, if

God's purpose, with respect to the salvation of men, were not eternal, it must be

considered as a new after-thought arising in the divine mind, which, as to its first

rise, is but, as it were, of yesterday ; and he would then have something in him
that is finite. If it be contrary to his omniscience to have new ideas of things, it

is equally contrary to the sovereignty of his will to have new determinations. We
conclude, therefoi-e, that all his purposes were eternal.

2. God's purpose relating to election is infinitely wise and holy. This appears from
the ibotsteps of infinite wisdom and holiness, which are visible in the execution of it,

in bringing men to grace and glory. Nothing is more conspicuous than the glory

of these perfections in the work of redemption, and in the application of it. The
salvation of man is brought about in such a way, that the glory of all the divine

perfections is secured ; and the means made use of, as conducive to it, are the most
proper which could have been used. It is, hence, a work of infinite wisdom. And
as God discovers in it the infinite opposition of his nature to sin, and thereby ad-

vances the glory of his holiness, it follows that these perfections of the divine nature

had their respective concern, if we may so express it, in the purpose relating to it

Whatever glory is demonstrated in the execution of his purpose, was certainly in-

cluded in the purpose itself.

3. The purpose of God relating to the final state of man, is secret, or cannot be

known till he is pleased to discover it. Nothing is more obvious than this. Even
the purposes or resolutions of creatures are secret till they are made known by them.

Thus the apostle says, ' What man knoweth the things of a man,' that is, what he

designs to do, ' save the spirit of a man which is in him ?' And he infers, in the

following words, 'so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.'^

Elsewhere he says, ' Who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been

g 1 Pet. i. 20. h Rom. iii. 25. i r^cthrt. k 1 Cor. ii. 11.
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his counsellor ?'
* For this reason, God's purpose is called, 'the mjsterj of his

will.'™ That it is secret follows also from its being eternal. It was hid in God
from before the foundation of the world ; and consequently would for ever have

been so, had he not, by his works or word, made some discoveries of it to those

whom he brought into being. It could not have been known that God had pur-

posed to save any, had he not revealed this in the gospel. Much less have any par-

ticular persons ground to conclude themselves to be elected, without first observing

those intimations which God has given, whereby they may arrive at the knowledge

of their being so. This consideration ought to be duly weighed by those who

deny and are prejudiced against the doctrine of election ;
yet they generally over-

look it in the opposition which they otter. They will not consider the distinction

we make between God's having chosen a person to eternal life, and a person's hav-

ing a right to conclude that he is thus chosen. On the other hand, thfey take it

for granted, that if there be such a thing as election, we must necessarily determine

ourselves to be the objects of it, and ought to regulate our future conduct accord-

ingly. It is from this assumption they conclude, that the doctrine of election leads

men to presumption, or gives them occasion to say that they may live as they list.

Our belief, however, is, that it is an instance of presumption in any one to determine

that he is elected, unless there be some discovery made to him tliathe is ; and that this

discovery cannot take its rise from God, unless it be accompanied with that holiness

which is, from the nature of the thing, inconsistentwith our being led to licentiousness.

Here we may take occasion to state, that God does not make known his secret purpose

relating to this matter to any by inspiration ; especially since that extraordinary dis-

pensation of providence has ceased. Indeed, it never was his ordinary way to discover

it in this manner to those, who, in other instances, were favoured with the gilt of in-

spiration. The means by which we come to the knowledge of our being elected, is

God's giving certain marks or evidences of grace, or showing us the ptt'ects of the

divine power, in calling and sanctifying us. By these means we have a warrant

to conclude that we were chosen to eternal life ; and if we make a right improve-

ment of them, 'and see, by an appeal to the holiness of our lives, that our judgment

concerning our state is rightly founded, we are in no danger of abusing this great

and important doctrine, to the dishonour of God, or our own destruction.

This leads us to consider a distinction, which we are often obliged to make use

of, when we speak concerning the will of God. The distinction is between his

secret and his revealed will. By this we account for the sense of many scriptures ;

and we take occasion from it to answer several objections which are brought against

the doctrine of election. I am sensible that there is nothing advanced in defence

of the doctrine which they who are in the other way of thinking are more prejudiced

against, than this distinction. They suppose it to contain a reproachlul idea of

the divine Majesty. Many popular prejudices also against the doctrine we are

defending are founded on it. We are represented as saying that God has a secret

meaning, ditlcrcnt from what he reveals ; or that we are not to judge of his inten-

tions by those discoveries which he makes of them. This, we are told, would be

the highest reproach to charge any creature with, and contrary to that sincerity

which God cannot be destitute of, and it consequently exhibits him as the object of

detestation ; so that no one who conceives of an holy God in such a way as he ought

to do, can entertain a thought, that a secret as distinguished from a revealed will

is, in even the least degree, to be ascribed to him. This is the common misrepre-

sentation which is made of this distinction. Whether it arises from the distinction

not being sufficiently explained by some, or from a fixed resolution to decry the doc-

trine of election and render it odious, as it must certainly be if supported by a dis-

tinction understood in so vile a sense, I will not determine. That we may remove

this prejudice, however, by considering how the distinction is to be understood in

a sense more agreeable to the divine perfections, we shall proceed to explain it.

We remark, then, that the will of God is sometimes taken, in scripture, for that

which ho has, from all eternity, determined, which is unchangeable, and shall

I Rom. xi. 34. m Eph. i. 9.
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eertainlj come to pass, and which it is impossible for any creature to disannul,

resist, or render ineffectual. This is such a branch of divine sovereignty, that to

deny it, would be, in effect, to deny him to be God. It is this which the

apostle intends, when he represents the malicious and obstinate sinner as replying

against God, and defending himself in his bold crimes, by saying, ' Why doth he

yet find fault; for who hath resisted his will?'" and when the apostle, in reply,

asserts the sovereignty of God, that he is not accountable to any for what he does,

nor to be controlled by them. This also is what is intended, where it is said that
' God worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,'" and where God says,

' My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 'p This will of God is tne

rule of his own acting. And as it determines the event of things, it is impossible

for him to act contrary to it ; for it is discordant with his perfections to signify to

his creatures that he determines to do one thing, while he will do another. In this

sense, we are far from asserting that there is a revealed will of God, which con-

tradicts his secret.

The will of God is often taken in scripture, also, for what he has prescribed to

us as a rule of duty, or as a rule of our judging concerning the apparent event of

things. The will of God, considered as a rule of duty, is a well-known and proper

sense of his revealed will. Thus our Saviour teaches us to pray, ' Let thy will be

done on earth, as it is in heaven.' Here, he principally intends God's revealed

will ; and his words mean, ' Enable us to yield obedience to thy law, in our measure,

as thou art perfectly obeyed in heaven.' He elsewhere says, ' Whosoever shall do
the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. 'i These words

can be meant of no other than his revealed will, or of his law in which it is con-

tained ; because no one can act contrary to God's determination in that sense of

his will, which we formerly mentioned. A doing his will, in that sense, therefore,

would not have been laid down as a distinguishing character of those whom Christ

preferred above all who were related to him in the bonds of nature. The apostle

understands the will of God in the sense of his revealed will, when he says, ' Thou
knowest his will.''' Here he speaks to the Jews, who were instructed out of the

law, in which the will of God is contained. Elsewhere ^ he speaks of his will, as

what is to be obeyed ; and describes his faithful servants as persons who ' do the

will of God,' namely, what he has commanded, 'from the heart.' There are many
other scriptures thus to be understood ; and this we call his revealed will, as it is

the rule of duty and obedience.

The revealed will of God may also be considered as a rule which he has given

us, whereby we are to judge of the apparent event of things. I make this a branch

of God's revealed will, inasmuch as sometimes he condescends to discover future

events to his creatures, which otherwise they could never have known. Yet there

is a difference as to the manner of their judging of the events, corresponding to

the intimations which he has given them. When, for example, God has told us

expressly, that this or that particular thing shall come to pass, we are infallibly

sure concerning the event, and need no other rule to judge of it, but by consider-

ing it as revealed. Thus when he has said that there shall be a general resurrec-

tion of the dead, and that Christ shall come to judgment, and receive his redeemed
and sanctified ones to heaven to behold his glory, we are infallibly assured of these

events, because they are expressly revealed. And when we speak of the secret

and revealed will of God, as applicable to things of this nature, we intend nothing

but what all will allow, that that which would have been for ever a secret, had it

not been discovered, is now revealed, and therefore ceases to be so. In that sense,

the revealed will of God, in all respects, agrees with his secret ; for we suppose

that God expressly revealed the event. But there are instances, in which the

event of things is not expressly revealed ; as when God has discovered to us only

wliat is the rule of our duty. But as it is natural for man, when any duty is com-
manded, to pass some judgment concerning the event, and as we suppose the event
not expressly revealed, it follows that the judgment which we pass concerning it, is

n Rom. ix. 19—22. o Eph. i. 11. p Isa. xlvi. 10.
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only what appears to us, or what, according to our rule of judging, seems to be the
probable event of things. In this case, we are not infallibly assured concerning
it ; and when we pass a judgment relating to it, we may conclude that some
consequences may attend our present duty, which, perliaps, will never come
to pass. If a general of an army gives a command to his soldiers to march
towards the enemy, they will readily conclude that he designs, by his com-
mand, that they should enter on some action ; and had lie expressly told them
this, either he must change his purpose, or tlie event must certainly happen. But
as he has not discovered his purpose to them, all the judgment which they can at
present form concerning it, is only such as is founded on the appearance of things

;

and the event might probably afterwards show, without any impeachment of his

veracity or conduct, that his only design was to try whether his soldiers would
obey the word of command. If, in the same way, a king should order a number
ef malefactors to the place of execution, without discovering his actual intention,

the apparent event is their immediate death ; but, if pursuant to his secret purpose,
he resolved there to give a pardon to them, it cannot be supposed that he changed
his purpose. The event makes it appear, that his purpose was not then known.
Whatever the apparent event might be, his real design was to humble them for

their crimes, and afterwards to pardon them.

It is only in such instances as these that we apply the distinction between secret

and revealed will to the doctrine which we are maintaining. It must, therefore,

be a very great stretch of malicious insinuation for any one to suppose, that by
this distinction we charge God with insincerity in those declarations of his revealed

will, by which we pass a probable judgment concerning the event of things. We
shall illustrate the distinction by particular instances. God commanded Abraham
to offer up his son Isaac;* yet it is certain, unless we suppose that he altered his

purpose, that he intended, not that he should lay his hand upon him, but, when
Isaac was upon the altar, to forbid him to do it. Here was a great and a difficult

duty, which Abraham was to perform pursuant to God's revealed will, wliich was
the rule of his obedience. Had Abraham known that Go<l designed to hold his

hand, and prevent him from striking the fatal blow, it M'ould have been no trial of

his faith ; for it would have been no difficult matter for him to do every thing else

which his obedience involved. The holy patriarch knew well that God could prevent

him from doing it ; but that ho would do so he had no ground to conclude, because

he had no divine intimation concerning it. What appeared to him to be the event

was the loss of his son ; and he reconciled this with the truth of the promise before

given him, that 'in Isaac his seed should be called,' by supposing, as the apostle

ob.serves, that God, at some time or other, 'would raise him from the dead.'"

Hence, what Abraham, judging, not by an express revelation, but by the voice of

providence, concluded, was that Isaac must be slain by his hand. Yet this was
contrary to the real event, as is evident from the account given in scripture. And
as the real event was agreeable to the divine determination, as all events are, it

follows, that there is a difference between the will of God determining the event of

things which shall certainly come to pass accordingly, and the revelation of his will

relating to what is the creature's present duty. The latter may appear to them,

when judging only by the command, which is the rule of duty, and some circum-

stances which attend it, to be contrary to what will afterwards appear to have been

the real design of God. God's real design was to try Abraham's faith, and to pre-

vent him from slaying his son, when he had given a proof of his readiness to obey

him. But this was at first a secret to Abraliam ; and the apparent design was,

that he should slay him.—There is, hence, a foundation for the distinction, as we
have explained it, between the secret and the revealed will of God. The former

belongs not to us ; nor are we to take our measures from it, as being unknown.

And when the latter appears contrary to it, we must distinguish between two things

which are contrary in the same and different respects, or between the judgment
which we pass concerning events which are apparent to us, and, at most, are onlj

probable and conjectural, and those events, which, though they are infallibly cer-

t Gen. xxii. 2. u Heb. xi. 19.



288 THE DECREES OF GOD.

tain, yet arc not revealed, nor can be known till they come to pass. In this sense,

when theJ seem to oppose each other, we understand the distinction between God's

secret and his revealed will. This it was necessary for us thus to explain, as we
shall frequently liave occasion to mention and apply the distinction, when we ac-

count for the diiference that there seems to be, between the purpose of God relating

to the event of things, and our present views of it. We shall then understand and
account for the difficulties contained in several scriptures relating to this subject.

These I would have mentioned in this place, for the farther illustration of the dis-

tinction, had it been necessary. But what I have said is sufficient to explain and
vindicate the distinction from the prejudices entertained against it, by those who
are disposed to misrepresent what is said in defence of the doctrine of election.

From what has been said, concerning God's secret and revealed will, we may
infer that it is a great boldness, and an unwarrantable instance of presumption, for

any one to enter into or judge of God's secret purpose, so as peremptorily to deter-

mine, beyond the present appearance of things, that this or that shall certainly come
to pass. ' Secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; but those things which
are revealed belong unto us, and to our children for ever.'^ No one, therefore,

ought to determine that he is elected to salvation, before the work of grace ia

wrought, and some way or other made visible to him ; or, on the other hand, to

determine that he is rejected or reprobated, when he has no other ground to go
upon, but uncertain conjecture, which would be a means to drive him to despair.

That some are elected, and others rejected, is no secret, because God has revealed

the fact in his word ; so that we may assert it as a proposition, undoubtedly true,

provided we do not apply it to particular persons. This doctrine, therefore, has

not tliat pernicious tendency which many pretend that it has.'—Again, the first act

of saving faith does not consist in our believing that we are elected ; neither is it

the duty of unregenerate persons, as such, to apply this privilege to themselves,

any more than to conclude themselves rejected. Our business is, so long as the

purpose of God remains a secret to us, to attend on the means of grace, hoping and
waiting for the display of divine power, in our eflPectual calling, and afterwards for

the Spirit's testimony or seal to be set to it, whereby he discovers his own work.

When this is done, our personal election may, in some measure, be reckoned a
branch of his revealed will, and will afford us matter of thanksgiving and praise to

him, and a foundation of peace and comfort in our own souls. But this may be
far til er insisted on, when we come to consider the improvement we ought to make
of this doctrine of election.

4. The purpose of God relating to election, is free and sovereign, or absolute and
unconditional. That which would be a reflection on the divine perfections, if ap-

plied to God's method of working, is by no means to be said concerning his pur-

pose to work, or, which is the same, his decree of election. Hence, if there are

no obligations laid on him by his creatures to display or perform any of his works
of grace, so that these arc all free and sovereign, it follows that the foresight of

anything which shall be done by them, in time, could not be the motive or reason

of his purpose or decree to save them, or of his choosing them to salvation.

This may be farther argued, from the independence of the divine nature. If

his nature and perfections are independent, his will must be so. But, more parti-

cularly, the displays of God's grace in time, are, in scripture, expressly resolved

into his sovereign pleasure. ' He .saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will

have mercy; and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. '^

And there are many other scriptures, which might be referred to, where all

merit or motives taken from the creature, which might be supposed to induce

him to bestow spiritual and saving blessings, are entirely excluded, and the whole
is resolved into the glory of his own name, and, in particular, of those perfec-

tions which he designed to illustrate. This is applied even to the common
blessings of providence: 'Nevertheless, he saved them for his name's sake, that

he might make his mighty power to be known. '^ And it is also applied to sparing

mercy, or the exercise of God's patience, ' For my name's sake will I deler mine

X Deut. xxix. 29. y Horn. ix. 15. z Psal. cvi. 8.
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anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, tliat I cut tliee not off.'* It is

applied likewise to pardoning mercy, ' For thy name's sake, () Lord, pardon mine
iniquity, for it is great. '"^ And wlieu he is represented as doing great things for

his people, he puts them in mind of their own vileness and unworthiness, that the

freeness and sovereignty of his grace to them might be more conspicuous. Thu.s,

when he tells them how he delivered Israel out of Egypt, he puts tliem in mind of

their idolatry in that land ; so that there could be no motive relative to their be-

haviour towards him which induced him to deliver them :
' But they rebelled

against me, and would not hearken unto me ; they did not every man cast away
the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake tlie idols of Egypt ; then

I said, I will pour out my lury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them,
in the midst of the land of Egypt. But I wrought for my name's sake, that it

should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, m whose sight

I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt.'"

If the grace of God, and consequently his purpose relating to it, were not abso-

lute, free, and sovereign, all the glory of it could not be attributed to him, nor

would boasting be excluded. As the creature might be said to be a worker to-

gether with God, so he would lay claim to a share, if not to the greatest part, of

the honour which will redound to him from it. But this is directly contrary to the

divine perfections, and to the great design of the gospel. Let it farther be con-

sidered that a conditional purpose to bestow a benefit, cannot take effect till the

condition be performed, and that, accordingly, it is said to depend on it. This is

obvious from the known idea affixed to the word 'condition,' or from the common
signification of it. It follows, tlierefore, that the performance of the condition is

the proximate or immediate cause of a conditional purpose taking effect. Hence, if,

by our performing the condition of God's purpose to save us, that purpose be rendered

effectual, or if, by our not performing the condition, the purpose be ineffectual, we
are indebted more to our own conduct than to the divine purpose, and so the glory

will be due to ourselves. This would not only cast the highest dishonour on the

divine perfections ; but it is contrary to the design of the gospel, which is to stain

the pride of all flesh, and take away all occasions of glorying from the creature.

The prophet Isaiah, foretelling the glory of the gospel-state, considers its tendency

to humble the pride of man, when he says, ' The loftiness of man shall be bowed

down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low, and the Lord alone shall be

exalted in that day.'*^ The apostle Paul, describing the nature of faith, considers

its tendency to be to 'exclude boasting.'® And our Saviour, speaking concerning

the discriminating grace of God as it appears in election, either in his purpose re-

lating to or in the execution of it, says, ' Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen

you
;

' ^ that is, ' You have done nothing that has laid any obligation on me to

choose you ; but that act of faith, whereby you are inclined to prefer me to all

others, is the consequence and result of my discriminating grace.'

We shall now proceed to consider those arguments, which are generally made
use of by persons in the other way of thinking, to support the conditionality of God's

purpose, as well as that of his works of grace, in opposition to what has been said

concerning their freeness and sovereignty. They generally appeal to tliose scrip-

tures which are expressed in a conditional form. The apostle, for example, speaks

of such a ' confession of Christ with the mouth ' as is attended with ' believing in the

heart, that God raised him from the dead, and calling on the name of the Lord. '8

Our Saviour says, that 'whosoever believeth on him shall not perish, but have ever-

lasting life ;' •' and that 'he that believeth .shall be saved ; '' and elsewhere, ' Ex-

cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,'"' Many other scriptures of a similar

nature are adduced, wlience they argue, that since the dispensations of God's pro-

vidence, the gifts of his grace, and the execution of his purpose, are all conditional,

the purpose itself must be so. Were it conceded that election is conditional,

whether it respects the purpose or providence of God, we should meet with no op-

position from those who are on the other side of the question. But as such a pur-

a Isa. xlviii. 9. b Psal. xxv. 11. c Ezek. xx. 8, 9. d I«a. ii. 17. e Rom. iii. 27.
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pose to save as is not absolute, peremptory, or independent on the will of man, has,

ab we have already shown, many absurd consequences attending it, which are dero-

gatory to the glory of the divine sovereignty, so the doctrine of such a purpose can-

not be the sense of those scriptures, now mentioned, and others of a similar nature

which are laid down in a conditional form. No sense of scripture can be true or jusrt

that has the least tendency to militate against any of the divine perfections. There

hence may, without any strain or violence offered to the sense of words, be another

sense put upon these and all similar scriptures whereby they may be explained

agreeably to the analogy of faith.

All such scriptures are to be understood as importing the necessary connection

of things, so that one shall not be brought about without the other. Accordingly,

repentance, iaith, and all other graces, are no otherwise considered in them, than

as inseparably connected with salvation. The truth of this remark depends upon

one of those propositions which were formerly laid down, namely, that God, having

chosen to the end, has also chosen to the means. We are far from denying that

faith and repentance are necessary to salvation. God never gives one without the

other ; and consequently, they are inseparably connected in his eternal purpose re-

lating to them. If nothing else were intended by a conditional purpose than this,

we would not offer anything against it. But to understand the phrase in this sense,

would certainly be to use words without their known or proper ideas ; for the word
'condition,' as applicable to other things, is never to be understood in this sense.

There is a necessary connection between God's creating the world, and his upholding

it, or between his creating an intelligent creature, and his giving laws to him ; but none

ever supposed one of these to be properly a condition of the other. So a king's de-

termining to pardon a malefactor, is inseparably connected with his pardoning him ;

and his pardon given forth is inseparably connected with the malefactor's obtaining

a right to his forfeited life ; but it is not proper to say, that one of these things is

a condition of the other. A person's seeing, is, in the same way, inseparably con-

nected with the opening of his eyes ; and his speaking, with the motion of his lips ;

but we do not say, when he determines to do either of them, that the one is a con-

dition of the other. A condition, properly speaking, is not only connected with the

privilege which follows the performance of it ; but it must be performed by a sub-

ject, acting independently of him who made the conditional overture or promise.

If it be said, that a duty which we are enabled to perform by God, who promised
the blessing connected with it, is properly a condition, we will not contend about
the propriety or impropriety of the word. But the word 'condition,' is under-
stood by many, when applied to divine things, in the same sense as in matters of

a lower nature ; and so is used to signify the dependence of the blessings promised,
or of the efficacy of the divine purpose relating to them, upon our performance of

the condition ; and the performance of it, whereby we come to have a right and
title to eternal life, is supposed to be in our own power. Now it is principally as
thus understood, that we oppose the use of the word 'condition,' when we assert

the absoluteness of God's purpose.

Again, whatever ideas there may be of the nature of a condition, in those scrip-

tures whicli are brought to support the doctrine we are opposing, nothing more is

intended by them than that what is connected with salvation is a condition of our
claim to it, or of our expectation of it. In this sense, wc will not deny that faith

and repentance are conditions of salvation ; for it would be an unwarrantable in-

stance of presumption, for impenitent and unbelieving sinners to pretend that they
have a right to salvation, or to expect the end without the means, these being in-

separably connected in God's purpose, as well as in all his disptnt-ations of grace.
Taking this, theiv, as a general rule for our understanding all those scriptures, which
are usually brought to prove that God's purposes arc sometimes conditional, we
shall illustrate it, bj applying it to three or four of these scriptures, which are
olten quoted. These we shall endeavour to explain, consistently with the doc-
trine we are maintaining^.

One is in Gen. xix. 22, where the angel bade Lot ' escape to Zoar,' telling him,
that '.ho could not do anything till he came thither.' If we suppose this to have
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been a created angel, as most divines do, he must be considered as fulfilling the

purpose of God, or as acting pursuant to his commission. It is therefore the same
to oar present argument, as though God had told Lot, that he could do nothing

till he was gone from that place. He had plainly given him to understand, that

he should be preserved irom tlie flames of Sodom, and that, in order to this, he
must flee for his life ; and ho adds, that ' he could do nothing,' that is, he could

not destroy Sodom consistently with the divine purpose to save him, till he should

have escaped out of the place. God designed to preserve him alive, not as he did

the three Hebrew captives, by saving him in the fire, but by his escaping from it.

His escape was as much foreordained as his preservation, or was designed as a
means conducive to it. The meaning of the text, therefore, is, not that God's
purpose, relating to Sodom's destruction, was founded on Lot's escape, as an un-
certain and dubious condition depending on Lot's will, abstracted from the divine

determination ; but that he designed the two things to be connected together,

and that the one should be antecedent to the other. Both of them as well as

tueir respective connection, were the object of God's absolute and peremptory de-

termination.

There is another scripture, sometimes brought to the same purpose, where the

angel says to Jacob, ' Let me go, for the day breaketh,' and Jacob replies, ' I will

not let thee go, except thou bless me.'^ But this does not imply, that God's de-

terminations were dependent on Jacob's endeavour to detain the angel, or on his

willingness to let him depart. We must consider Jacob as an humble, yet impor-

tunate suppliant,—as one who was ' weeping and making supplication. '™ * Let
me go,' says God, appearing in the form of an angel, and speaking after the man-
ner of men, that he might give occasion to Jacob to express a more ardent desire

of his presence and blessing, as well as to signify how unworthy he was of it. But
he does not say this as though he was undetermined beforehand what to do ; for

as the grace which Jacob exercised, as well as the blessing which he received, was
God's gift, and both were connected in the execution of his purpose, we must con-

clude that the purpose itself was free, sovereign, and unconditional.

There is another scripture, in which God condescends to use a similar mode of

speaking ; it is that in which he says to Moses, concerning Israel, ' This is a stifF-

uecked people ; now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against

them, and that I may consume them.'° We are not to suppose, however, that the

whole event was to turn upon Moses' prayer, as thougli God's purposing to save his

people were dependent on it, or that that grace which inclined Moses to be importu-

nate with God, did not take its rise from him. Moses, indeed, when he began to plead

with God, knew not whether his prayer would be prevalent or not ; and he ad-

dresses himself, with an uncommon decree of importunity, for sparing mercy. And
when God says, ' Let me alone,' it signifies that his people were unworthy that any
one should plead their cause, and that if God should mark iniquity, Moses' inter-

cession would be altogether in vain, and so he might as well let him alone, in that

respect, as ask for mercy. God does not, indeed, at first tell him M'hat he designed

to do, that he might aggravate their crime ; but afterwards he answers his prayer

in Israel's favour, and signifies that he would work, not for their sakes, but for

his own name's sake. He, hence, takes occasion to set forth, on the one hand, the

people's desert of punishment, and, on the other, the freeness of his own grace.

There is but one scripture more that I shall mention, among many that might

have been brought ; and that is what is said concerning our Saviour, in Matt. xiii.

58, that 'he could not do many mighty works,' at that time, in his own country,

• because of their unbelief.' Here the evangelist speaks either of their not having

a faith of miracles, which was sometimes required in those for whom they were

wrought, or of the unaccountable stupidity of that people, who were not convinced

l>y the many which he had already wrought before them. Christ resolves, there-

lore, to put a stop to his hand, and not, for the present, to work so many miracles

amoagst them, as otherwise might have been expected. If we suppose that their

want of faith prevented his working them, it is not to be considered as an unforeseen

I Gen. xxxii. 26. m Hos. xii. 4. n Exod. xxxii. 10.
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event. As he had determined not to confer faith upon them, or not to continue

to work miracles amongst them, if those which he had already wrought were dis-

regarded and despised by their unbelief, we must conclude that he had beforeha')d

a perfect knowledge of what occurred, and that his determinations were not depen-

dent on uncertain conditions. He had resolved that he would act in such a way
as was most for his own glory, and that there should be an inseparable connection

between that faith which was their duty, and his continuing to exert divine power,

as an ordinance adapted to excite it.

5. God's purpose concerning election is unchangeable. This is the result of his

being infinitely perfect. Mutability is an imperfection which belongs only to crea-

tures. It would be an instance of imperfection, if there were the least change in

God's understanding, so as to know more or less than he did from all eternity.

The same must be said with respect to his will, which cannot admit of any new de-

terminations. There are, indeed, many changes in the external dispensations of

his providence, which are the result of his will, as well as the effects of his power
;

yet there is not the least appearance of mutability in his purpose. We have before

considered, in speaking concerning the immutability of the divine nature, ° that what-

ever may be a reason obliging men to alter their purposes, cannot, in the least, so

operate that God should be obliged to alter his. No unforeseen occurrence can render

it expedient for him to change his mind ; nor can any superior power oblige him
to do it ; nor can any defect of power to bring about what he had designed, exist

to occasion him to alter his purpose. To object that the obstinacy of man's will

may do it, is to suppose that his will is exempted from the governing influence of

divine providence, and that, as a contrary force offering resistance, it is superior to

the divine will. But this cannot be supposed, without detracting from the glory of

the divine perfections. It would be a very unworthy thought for any one to con-

clude that God is one day of one mind, and another day forced to be of the con-

trary. How far this is a necessary consequence from that scheme of doctrine

which we are opposing, let any one judge. It will be very hard to clear it of this

consequence ; yet this they are obliged to do, else all the absurdities which they

fasten on the doctrine of election, which are far from being unanswerable, will not

be sufficient to justify their prejudices against it.

They who are on the other side of the question, are sensible that they have one

difficulty to conflict with, namely, tlie inconsistency of God's infallible knowledge of

future events, with a mutability of will relating to them ; or how the independency

of the divine foreknowledge is consistent with the dependence and mutability of his

will. To remove this difficulty, some have ventured to deny the divine prescience ;

but that is to split against one rock, while endeavouring to avoid another. Others

make a distinction concerning the objects of the divine prescience, and consider

them, either as they are necessary or as they are contingent. They suppose that

God has a certain foreknowledge of the former ; but that his knowledge of the

latter, from the nature of the things known, is uncertain, and that, therefore, the

determination of his will is not unalterable. But this is to set bounds to the fore-

knowledge of God, with respect to its ol)ject, and, indeed, to exclude the free actions

of the creature from being the objects of it. It is a limiting and lessening of this

])erfection, directly contrary to tlie idea of omniscience. We must insist, therefore,

on their proving this to be consistent with the infinite perfection of God, which

.they will find it very difficult to do. To suppose, on the other hand, that any
thing is the object of God's certain foreknowledge, about which his will is in no

way conversant, or about wliich it is conversant only in such a way as to be sub-

ject to change according to the mutability of things, is altogether as indefensi'ole,

and equally subversive of the independency, wisdom, and sovereignty of the divine

will.

Tlicmostmaterial objection against the unchangeablenessofthe divine will, is taken

from some s(Tiptures wliich seem to represent God as repenting, and therein, as is sup-

posed, changing his purpose. He is sometimes for example, said to repent that he bad
bestowed some blessings upon men, when he perceives how they have been abused by

o See pages 69, 90.
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tiit-rn; and he, accordingly, purposes to bring evil on them. Thusweread, ' Itrepentcd

t/ic Lord that he had made man, and it grieved him at his heart; and the Lord

said, I will destroy man whom I have created.' p At other times, he is said to

lepent o: the evil which he designed to bring upon them, and to alter his purpose

ill their favour. Thus it is said, * The Lord shall judge his people, aud repent liim-

belf for his .servants ; when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none

shut up, or left.' 1 Again, ' Rend your liearts, and not your garments, and turn

unto the Lord your God ; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of

great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.''' Further, ' Return, O Lord,

how long ? and let it repent thee concerning thy servants.' ^ Again, 'If that

nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the

evil that I thought to do unto them.'* We have also a very remarkable instance

in God's sparing Nineveh, on their repentance, after he had threatened, by the pro-

phet Jonah, that ' within forty days they should be destroyed.' Now, we grant that

there are many scriptures in which repentance is ascribed to God, which, if we con-

sider nothing else but the grammatical sense of the words, seem to favour the ob-

jection. But we are bound to conclude, that such a sense of repentance as that

on which the objection is founded, is inconsistent with the divine perfections ; aud

that therefore the scriptures referred to cannot imply a change in God's purpose.

Indeed, there are other scriptures which assert what is directly contrary. It is

said, for example, ' God is not a man, that he should lie ;
neither the son of man,

that he should repent. Hath he said, and shall he not do it ? or hath he spoken,

and shall he not make it good ?' " And elsewhere, it is said, ' The Strength of Is-

rael will not lie nor repent ; for he is not a man, that he should repent.'^ Now,

we must have recourse to some methods to reconcile this seeming contradiction ;

and must consider the respective sense of each class of texts. In some scriptures,

God is said to repent ; in others, it is said that he cannot repent. That these may

not appear inconsistent with one another, nor either of them infer any imperfection

in God, let it be considered that God is sometimes represented, in scripture, in

condescension to our common mode of speaking, as though he had human passions,

just as, in others, he is described as though he had a body or bodily parts. Such

expressions are always to be taken in a metaphorical sense, without the least sup-

position that he is subject to any such imperfections. Particularly, we inust not

conclude, that repentance is ever ascribed to God in the same sense as it is to men,

that is, as implying a change in his purpose, occasioned by any unioreseen occur-

rence. ' This is' the sense in which it is understood in the objection. But such a

lepentance is a passion peculiarly belonging to the creature. That it is so is just

what is taught in these words, ' God is not a man, that he should lie ; nor the son of

man, that lie should repent.' Accordingly, he is said to repent, not by changing

his purpose, but by changing his work. Thus when it is said, that ' he repented

that he had made man,' nothing is meantbut that he determined to destroy him, as

Le did afterwards by the flood. This was no new determination, arising from any

tning in the creature, which God did not foresee. He knew beforehand tliat all flesh

woufd corrupt their way ; and therefore his determination to punish them for it,

was not a new resolve of the divine will, after the sin was committed. God deter-

mined things in their respective order ;—first he determined to permit sin, and then,

' knowing what would be the consequence, namely, that tliey would rebel against

Lim, he determined to punish it, or to destroy the old world,—which is, m effect,

the same as though he had repented that he made it. He cannot be said to re-

pent, as we do, by wishing that he had not done that which he is said to repent of

;

but he repents by denying us the advantage which we might have otherwise ex-

pected from what he has done. In this sense we are to understand all those scrip-

tures which speak of God, as repenting of the good that lie had bestowed on man,

^o^, on the other hand, does his being said to repent of the evil which he threatened

to bring on men, as in the case of Nineveh, argue any change in his purpose. He

(.btermined that Nineveh should be destroyed, provided they did not repent
;
and

p Gen vi 6 7. q Dent, xxxii. 36. r Joel ii. 13. s Psal. xc. 13. t Jer. xviii. 8.

u Numb, xxiii. 19. x I Sam. xv. 29.



294 THE DECREES OF GOD. \

it was not uncertain to him -whether they would repent or not ; for, as appears by

the event he determined to give them repentance, and so not to inflict the judg-

ment threatened. Hence, when Jonah was sent to make a public proclamation to

the people, that in forty days they should be destroyed, it is plain that they under-

stood the threatening to mean, that they had no ground to expect any thing else

but destruction, unless they repented. They accordingly did repent, and so were

spared ; without having any reason to conclude that God changed his purpose re-

latino- to them. If it be objected, that this interpretation is nothing less than to

establish a conditional purpose in God, and so overthrows the argument which we

are maintaining, we reply that a distinction is to be made between a conditional

purpose in- God's secret will, and a conditional proposition which was to be the sub-

ject of the prophet's ministry. The prophet, it is plain, was not told, when he re-

ceived his commission to go to Nineveh, that God would give them repentance,

but only that, without repentance, they should be destroyed. Yet as appears by

the event, God had determined that they should repent, and therefore that they

should not be destroyed. Hence, we must not suppose that, when God sent him,

he was undetermined, in his own purpose, whether to destroy them or not, or that

there was any thing conditional in the divine mind which rendered the event un-

certain to God ; though there was a condition contained in the prophet's message,

namely, that the Ninevites had no ground to expect deliverance without repentance.

This condition the Ninevites very well understood ; and hence they repented, in

hope of obtaining mercy, which they supposed would be connected with their re-

pentance. It is evident, that Jonah himself suspected that this might be the event,

though God had not told him that it would be so ; for he says, ' 1 knew that thou

art a gracious God, and merciful ; slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repent-

est thee of the evil.'^

6. The purpose of God, in choosing men to eternal life, renders their salvation

necessary, so that nothing shall defeat or disannul it. What God says concerning

Israel's deliverance from tlie Babylonish captivity, may be applied to ail his other

determinations, and particularly .to what relates to the eternal salvation of his peo-

ple :
' My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure ; yea, I have spoken

it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.'^ The pur-

poses of God are distinguished from his bringing them to pass. It is one thing to

design to bring his people to glory, and another thing to bring them to it. It is

not to be supposed that the decree of God has, in itself, a proper efficiency to pro-

duce the thing decreed;" for then there would be no difference between an eternal

decree, and an eternal production of things. But the apostle plainly distinguishes

between man's being predestinated to glory, and his being brought to it, when he

says, ' Those whom he predestinated, them he also glorified.'^ The purpose of

God is, indeed, the internal moving cause, or the first ground and reason of the sal-

vation of those who are elected to it ; but his power is the more immediate cause

of it. So that his purpose is tlie reason of his exerting this power ; and both concur-

ring to the salvation of men, render it certain and necessary. Hence, some distin-

guish between the determining and the powerful will of God. The latter of these

is sometimes called, 'the word of liis power,' and renders the former effectual. This

it must certainly do, otherwise God would be said to will the existence of things that

shall never have a being. In this respect the purpose of God renders things neces-

sary, which are in themselves contingent or arbitrary, and which would otherwise

never come to pass,*' [See Note 2 W, page 323.] Tliis fact is a great encouragement

to those who are enabled to make their calling and election sure. Their persever-

ance in grace, notwithstanding all the opposition that they meet with, is the neces-

sary consequence of their election to eternal life.

y Jonah iv. 2. z Isa. xlvi. 10, 1 1. a This is what is meant by that axiom, used by the

«choolm«'n. JJecrilum Dei, nihil jivnit in esfe. h Rom. viii. 30. c Thus the schooimeu

distiiipuish between necessitas consequentis, anil consequtiitia ; so that that which is not in icieif

necessary, is rendered eventually so, as the consiquente ol God's purpose, that it shall be.
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Doctrine of Meprohation.

"We formerly distinguished predestination into election and reprobation ; and
having considered the former of these, we now proceed to speak concerning the
doctrine of reprobation. This doctrine is obnoxious to those on the other side of
the question, almost to a proverb. If any doctrine is considered as shocking, and
to be answered no otherwise than by testifying their abhorrence of it, it is com-
pared to tliat of reprobation. Yet, if it were not a consequence from the doctrine
of election to eternal life, it would not be so much opposed by them. How far
some unguarded expressions, or exceptionable methods of explanation may have
given occasion for their prejudice, it is not to our present purpose to inquire. We
shall take occasion, however, to explain it in such a way, as that a fair and unpre-
judiced disputant will not see just reason to object to it, or at least to reproach it

as though it were a doctrine subversive of the divine glory, and to be defended by
none but those who seem to have a design to raise prejudices in the minds of men
against religion in general.

Here we shall consider the meaning of the word, as it is contained in or deduced
from scripture. The same word which is there used to signify the execution of
this decree, may be applied to express the decree itself. AVe read of God's reject-

ing or disregarding men, as a punishment of their rebellion against him ; and these
are compared by the prophet Jeremiah to ' reprobate silver, because the Lord
hath I'ejected them,''' or, as in the margin, 'the refuse of silver.' In the Xew Testa-
ment, the same word® is translated sometimes ' reprobates,' at other times ' disap-

proved' or 'rejected.'*' Now when this disapprobation or rejection, respects not
only their actions as contrary to the holy nature of God, but their persons as pun-
ished for their iniquities, and when their punishment is considered as what respects

their eternal state as the objects of vindictive justice, the purpose of God relating

to it, is what we call ' reprobation.'

But, to consider more particularly the sense of the word, it seems, in scripture,

to contain two ideas. The first idea is, God's determining to leave a part of the

world in that state of sin and misery which he, from all eternity, foreknew that

they would bring themselves into, or his decreeing not to save them. And since

all will allow that a part of mankind shall not be saved, it cannot reasonably be
denied that this was determined by him beforehand. This is what divines gener-

ally call ' preterition.' The otlier idea in the word ' reprobation,' which is also

contained in scripture, or deducible from it, respects the purpose of God to punish
those for their iniquities whom he will not save. Not to be saved, is the same as

to be ' punished with everlasting destruction, from the presence of the Lord, and
the glory of his power.' God's purpose relating to this, is expressed, in scripture,

by his 'appointing them to wrath, 'f for those sins which he foresaw they would
commit. This is what some call ' predamnation.' The word is based on a passage

in Jude.** The apostle describes some who had ' crept into the church unawares,'

as ' ungodly men,' that is, notoriously so, who ' turned the grace of God into lasci-

viousness, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever ;' and concern-

ing these he says, 'they were beiore, of old, ordained to this condemnation.' Here
God is represented as punishing sinners, in proportion to their crimes ; and his do-

ing so is considered as the result of that eternal purpose, which was founded on

his foresight of their contracting that guilt whereby they would render themselves

liable to punishment.

If the doctrine of reprobation be thus explained, it will appear agreeable, not

only to scripture, but to the divine perfections, and therefore too great a truth to

be treated with that abhorrence wliich many without explaining, distinguishing, or

fairly entering into the merits of the cause, cxitress against it. It is a very easy

matter to render any doctrine odious, by misrepresentation, as tliey, on the other

side of the question, liave done tliis of reprobation. We shall briefly consider how

(1 Jer. vi. 30. e c^ooifie,. f 1 Cor. ix. 27. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Heb. vi. &
g 1 Thess. V. 9. h Jude, vtr. 4, \'6.



29.6 THE DECREES OF GOD.

they misrepresent it ; and shall take leave to explain it in such a manner that it

will appear not only worthy to be deiended, as redounding to the glory of God,

but a plain and evident truth, founded on scripture. If it were to be considered

no otherwise than as it is often represented by them, we should dislike it as much

as they do. They pretend that we suppose God to be severe and cruel to his crea-

tures, delighting himself in, and triumphing over them, in their misery ; that he

decreed, from all eternity, to damn the greatest part of mankind, without any oou-

sideration of their sin, or as the result of his arbitrary will or dominion, he having

a right to dispose of his creatures according to his pleasure ; that as a means to

attain this end, as though it were in itself desirable, he leaves them to themselves,

blinds their minds, hardens their hearts, and offers those occasions of and induce-

ments to sin which are as stumblingblocks in their way ; that he determined that

his providence should be so conversant about the will of man. as that it should be

under a natural necessity, or kind of compulsion, to what is evil, without consider-
.

ing the corruption and depravity of nature, as a vicious habit which they had con-

tracted, and that all this is done in pursuance of the decree of reprobation. It

is very probable that many who give this account of the doctrine, have no other

foundation for it, than the popular outcry of those who are not apprized of the

methods which are generally taken to explain and defend it. Or they suppose

that it cannot be defended, without being exposed to those exceptions which are

contained in the account they give of it. We shall take no farther notice of their

misrepresentation ; but shall proceed to explain and defend it another way.

1. As to the former branch of the doctrine of reprobation, namely, preterition, or

God's passing by or rejecting those whom he hath not chosen to salvation, let it

be premised, that God, in his eternal purpose, considered all mankind as fallen.

Man's fallen state must be supposed to have been foreknown by him, otherwise

he could not be said to be omniscient. The result of his foreknowledge of it

is his determining to leave a part of them in their fallen state, in which he

might have left the whole to perish, without being liable to the charge of

injustice. That is what we call his rejecting them; and, accordingly, it is

opposed to his having chosen the rest to eternal life. These terms of opposition

are plainly contained in scripture. Thus it is said, ' The election hath obtained

it, and the rest were blinded.'^ They were not blinded by God's leading them
into mistakes, or giving them false ideas of things ; but they were left to the blind-

ness of their minds, which was the result of their apostacy from God. Again, our

Saviour says, ' Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast re-

vealed them unto babes.''' ' Thou hast hid,' that is, thou hast not revealed them,

—and that either objectively, as respecting those who are destitute of the light of

the gospel, or subjectively, as he did not effectually or savingly enlighten them
with the light of life, by 'revealing Christ in them,' as the apostle calls it.^ Our
Lord's words are as if he had said, * Thou hast determined not to give to some the
means of grace, nor to others the saving efficacy thereof,—such as they are par-

takers of who are chosen to salvation.' Accordingly, he is said to have 'suffered

all nations to walk in their own ways ;'"» that is, not to have restrained or prevent-

ed the breakings forth of corruption, as he might have done. He is said also to have
• winked at,'" that is, as the word may be rendered, ' overlooked,' the greatest part

of the world, which is no other than his rejecting them, or passing them by. In this

sense we are to understand that difficult mode of speaking used by the apostle,

•Whom he will he hardeneth.'" By this nothing else is intended but his purpos-

ing to leave many to the hardness of their own hearts. God forbid that any one
should think that there is a positive act affirmed in these words, as though God
infused hardness into the hearts of any. The meaning is only this, that he
determined to deny heart-softening grace to that part of mankind whom he had
not foreordained to eternal life. That there was a purpose relating to them, is

evident; because whatever God does, in the methods of his providence, is the re-

sult of an eternal purpose. This no one, who observes the dispensations of God's

i Rom. xi. 7- k Matt. xi. 25. 1 Gal. i. 16.

m Acts xiv. 16. n Chap, xvii, 30. o Rom, ix. 18.
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providence, and allows, as every one must do, that all he does was preconcerted by
him, can justly deny.

But that which must be farther inquired into, as to this matter, is, whether
God's determining to pass by a part of mankind be an act of sovereignty, or of
justice. And this also may be judged of, by the external dispensations of liis pro-
vidence. So far as there is sovereignty, or justice, visible in them, we are to con-
clude that his purpose was the result of one or the other of these perfections. In
some respects it is an act of sovereignty. For example, when (Jod gives one nation
the gospel, or tlie means of grace, and denies it to another, it is not because lie sees
any thing in one part of the world more than in another which obliges him to
give it, but, as was observed in the scripture but now mentioned, 'because it seem-
ed good in his sight. 'p Moreover, his giving special grace, whereby some are efl'ec-

tually called and sanctified, and his denying it to others, is an act of sovereign
pleasui'e. On the other hand, God is said sometimes, in the external dispensations

of his providence, to leave men to themselves,—to give them up, in a judicial way,
to their own hearts' lust. This supposes not only their commission of sin, but their

being obstinate, and resolutely determined to continue in it. Thus God saith

concerning his people, * Israel would none of me ; so I gave them up unto their own
hearts' lust, and they walked in their own counsels. 'i The psalmist says, 'Add
iniquity to their iniquity. '" These words I would consider rather as a prediction

than as a prayer,—or as an expression of the church's acquiescence in God's righte-

ous judgments, which they had ground to conclude he would inflict on an impeni-
tent incorrigible people. These are expressed by ' adding iniquity to iniquity ;'

not as though he designed to infuse any habit of sin into them, for that is incon-

sistent with the holiness of his nature, but because he would reject and leave them
to themselves, in a judicial way, as a punishment inflicted on them for their iniqui-

ties, the consequence of which would be their own adding iniquity to iniquity.

Thus, in difterent respects, the purpose of God, in passing by a part of mankind,
may be considered, either as the result of his sovereign pleasure, or as an act of
justice. [See Note 2 X, page 3'24-

]

2, We shall now proceed to consider the other branch of reprobation, which some
call ' predamnation,' or, to use the scripture-expression before referred to, God's
foreordaining those who shall not be saved, to that condemnation which they shall

fall under, as exposing themselves to it by their own wickedness. This is nothing
else but his determining, from all eternity, to punish those, as a judge, who should,

by their own crimes, deserve it, and thereby to vindicate tlie holiness of his nature
and law. Here let it be observed, that when this doctrine is reproached or mis-
represented, it is described as an act of divine sovereignty. But that it is so, we*

are as ready to deny and oppose as they are. According to the description we have
given of it, it can be no other than an act of justice. If to condemn or punish be
an act of justice, then the decree relating to this act must be equally so ; for the
one is to be judged of by the other. If God cannot punish creatures as such, but
as criminals and rebels, he must be supposed to have considered them as such, when,
in his eternal purpose, he determined to punish them. None can style this an act

of cruelty or severity in God, but those who reckon the punishing of .sin to be so,

and are di.sposed to charge the Judge of all with not doing right, or with oft'eriug

an injury to his creatures, when he pours forth the vials of his wrath on those who,
by their bold and wilful crimes, render themselves obnoxious to punishment. Here
let it be considered, that God, in his actual providence, is not the author of sin,

though he sufter it to be committed in the world. And, since his permitting or

not hindering it cannot be said to be the cause of its being committed, there being

no cause of this but the will of man, it follows that God's punishing sin is not to

be resolved into his permission of it, as the cause, but into the rebellion of man's
will, as refusing to be subject to the divine law. In this light it was that God con-

sidered men, when, in his eternal purpose, he determined to condemn those whose
desert of punishment was foreseen by him from eternity. And is this a doctrine

to be so much decried ?

p Matt, xl 26. q Psal. Ixxxi. 11, 12. r Psal. Ixix. 27.

I. 2p
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I cannot but wonder that the learned author, whom I before have referred to as

opposing this doctrine,^ should accord with the common and popular way of misre-

presenting it ; unless, indeed, he designed, bj this way of opposing it, to render it

detested. Speaking concerning those mentioned in Jude 4, * who were before, of

old, ordained to this condemnation,' he says, " This cannot be meant of any divine

ordination, or appointment of them, to eternal condemnation, because it cannot be
thought, without horror, that God doth thus ordain men to perdition, before they

had a being." If he had expressed his horror and resentment against God's ordain-

ing men to perdition, as creatures, it had been just ; but to express detestation

against God's ordaining men to perdition, who are described as these are, is to ex-

pose this doctrine witliout reason. His casting this censure upon it, is still more
strange, from his acknowledging, in his farther explication of this text, " that God
ordaineth none to punishment but sinners, and ungodly men, as these persons here

are styled ; and that these were men of whom it was before written, or prophesied,

that tlioy sliould be condemned for their wickedness." There is not much difference

between t^aying, that the condemnation of sinners for their wickedness ' was be-

fore written or prophesied,' and saying, that God foreordained them to eternal

punishment,

I am sensible that many are led into mistake on this subject, by supposing that

we give a very injurious and perverse sense of the text in Romans, in which the

doctrine of reprobation is taught: ' What if God, willing to show his wrath, and to

make his power known, endured, with much long-suffering, the vessels of wrath fit-

ted to destruction.'* Some suppose that we understand this text as though these

vessels of wrath were, from all eternity, prepared for destruction by God, and that his

eternal purpose is his fitting tliem for it, or his intending to bring about that end,

namely his destroying them. But if any have expressed themselves in a way equi-

valent to this, let them be accountable for their own sense of the text. I may say,

however, that even some of those who follow tlie supralapsarian method of explain-

ing the doctrine of predestination, have not understood it in this sense." The sense

which I would give of it is, that those whom the apostle speaks of as 'vessels of

wrath,' are persons whom God had rejected, and whom, from the foresight of the

sins which they would commit, he had, as the apostle elsewhe^e expresses it,^ 'ap-

pointed to wrath.' But they were appointed to wrath not as creatures, but as sin-

ners. They are described as fitted to destruction, not by God's act, but their own,
and that is the reason of their being foreordained to it ^

There is another scripture, generally cited by those who treat on this subject,

which we are to use the utmost caution in explaining, lest we give just occasion to

Jihose who oppose the doctrine to express their abhorrence of it, as inconsistent with
the divine perfections. The scripture to which I refer is Rom. xi. 7— 10. There
the apostle says concerning those who were not elected, whom he calls ' the rest of
the Jewisli nation,' that 'they were blinded,' and that 'God had given them the
spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;'
and he speaks of ' their table being made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling-
block, and a recompence to them ;' and adds, 'let their eyes be darkened, that they
may not sec, and bow down their back always.' The sense which they who mis-

s See Whitby's Paraphrase, &c., on Jude, ver. 4. t Rom. ix. 22.
u 'I'hiis IJeza in loc. calls them vissels, because, as creatures, they are the workmanship of God,

the great Potter, but vessels prepared (or destruction by themselves, and therefore adds, ' Exitii
verat cavsas minime neyem in ipsis vasis hartre jnxta itlud, perditio tua ex te est.'

X 1 Thesg. V. 9.

y It ought to be observed, that the word here used is Kwrti^nrfiDia. us araUiio, and not ir{»««T«j.

Tiafiita; nor is there anything added to the word whicli signitiis that tliis preparation was antece-
di lit to their lieing. or as though it took its rise from God, as the c;.use of that sin for which he
designed to punish them. On the otlier hand, «heli the apostle, in tlie following verse, speaks of
God's ' making known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy.' that is, the elect, they are
described as those whom he had • afore prepared unto glory,' a TgotiToi/taaiv tic ?»?«v. What should
Oe the reason that the apostle alters the phrase, hut that we may he led to consider, that when
God chose the elect to glory, they are coubidered, in his purpose, as those whom he designed by
his grace to make meet for it? So that the vessels of wrath are considered as fitting themselves for
destruction; while the vessels of mercy are considered as persons whom God would first prepare for,
«iid then bring to glory.
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represent the doctrine of reprobation suppose we put upon this scripture, is, that

they who are reprobated, have, as a consequence of their being so, occasions of sin

laid in their way, some things designed to blind their minds, to cast a mist before

their eyes, and to lead them out of the way, and other things which prove a snare

to them, a trap, and occasion of sin,—and all this with a design to bring about that

condemnation which God had ordained for them in the decree of reprobation. This

sense of the text never was or could be given, by any one who has a due regard to

the divine perfections. And shall the doctrine be judged of by this misrepresen-

tation, when it is very hard to find any, how unguarded soever they are in their modes

of speaking, who interpret the text in the sense alleged? We shall state what is

probably the meaning of this scripture ; with which the doctrine we have laid down

is very consistent. The passage is not to be understood as though God were the

author of those sins which the persons described are charged with. Their blind-

ness or stupidity, which is called 'a spirit of slumber,' as it is connected with the

idea of their being rejected of God, and his determining not to give them the con-

trary graces, is considered as the consequence, not as the effect, of his determma-

tion,—and that not the immediate, but the remote consequence ;
in the same sense

as stealing is the consequence of poverty, in those who have a vicious inclination

to commit theft. When a person who has contracted those habits of sin which tend

to turn men aside from God, is destitute of preventing and restraining grace, the

consequence is, that his corruptions will break forth with greater violence. But

God is not obliged to give this grace to an apostate, fallen creature, much less to

one who has misimproved the means of grace ; by a due attentron to which, a multi-

tude of sins might have been prevented. Hence, nothing is intended but this, that

they are left to themselves, and permitted to stumble and fall, and to commit those

abominations which, if they had not been thus judicially left, would have been pre-

vented ; and that, as a consequence, they run into many sins whicli they might have

avoided. Though we suppose, as will be farther considered in its proper place, that it

is not in a man's own power, as destitute of the grace of God, to bring himself into a

regenerated or converted state, yet we do not deny that men might, m the right use

of the gifts of nature, avoid many sins which they who are said to be blinded and

hardened, especially where they are not prevented by the grace of God, run into,

to the increase of their guilt and misery. But God may, without any impeachment

of his providence, deny his grace to those whom he has not chosen to eternal lite.

He might, had he pleased, have denied it to the whole world ;
and much more to

those who have not improved the common grace which they received, but have,

through the wickedness of their nature, proceeded from one'degree of sin to another.

'

There is another scripture, which some suppose we understand in such a sense

as also gives occasion of prejudice to many against the doctrine we are maintain-

ing :
' For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe

a lie, that they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure

in unrighteousness.'^ The meaning of this is, that God suffered those to be deluded

who in'the following verse are represented as ' not receiving the love of the truth.'

The meaning is not that God was the author of these delusions, or deceived them

by a false representation of things to them, or by exciting or inclining them to ad-

here to the suggestions of those who lie in wait to deceive ; but the meaning is, that

as he did not design to give them grace under the means of grace, or to enable them

to receive the truth in the love of it, which he was not obliged to do to any, much less

to those who rebelled against the light which had been already given them they be-

came throu^^h tlie blinihiess of their own minds, an easy prey to tliose who endeavoured

to ensnare or delude them. The decree of God respects only his denying prevent-

ing grace to those who, through the corruption of their own nature, took occasion to

run greater lengths in their apostacv from and rebellion against God. As to the

phrase ' God shall send them strong delusions, 'it respects only his will to permit delu-

sion and not his design to delude them.
. ., •

There i'^ another scripture to the same purpose : ' bo I gave them up unto their

own hearts' lust, and they walked in their own counsels."' The meaning of this is.

l2The8s. ii. 11.12. a Psal. Ixxxi. 12.
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that God left them to themselves ; and then lust, or the corrupt habits of sin which

they had acquired, conceived, and, as the apostle James sajs, ' brous^ht forth sin,'**

(/I greater acts of sin, which exposed them to a greater degree of condemnation.

All this is to be resolved into God's permissive will or purpose to leave man, in his

fallen state, to himself. This he miglit do, without giving occasion to any to say,

on the one hand, that he is the author of sm, or, on the other, that he deals inju-

riously with the sinful creature.

We may add our Saviour's words concerning the Jews :
' Therefore they could

not believe, because that Esaias said again. He hath blinded their eyes, and har-

dened their heart ; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their

heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.'*^ The sense which they who
misrepresent our doctrine suppose we put upon these words, and which they con-

clude to be the only one consistent with the argument we are maintaining, is, that

the unbelief which the Jews are charged with, was principally, if not altogether, re-

solved into God's eternal purpose, to blind their eyes, and harden their hearts,

—

that is, by some positive act, as a cause producing this effect, that they should not

be converted and saved, that so his decree to condemn them might take effect. It

is no wonder to find persons prejudiced against our doctrine, when set in such a

light. But as this is very remote from the explanation we have given of it, so our

Saviour's design, in the text in question, is to give an account why those miracles,

which he wrought before the Jews, were ineffectual for their conviction. The
more immediate cause which he assigns was the blindness of their minds, and the

hardness of their hearts : they had shut their eyes against the light, and, through

the corruption of their nature, had hardened their own hearts. As to what God is

said to have done, in a judicial way, that he ' hath hardened their hearts,' it im-

ports nothing else but his leaving them to the hardness of their own hearts, or

denying them heart-softening grace, which would have been an effectual remedy
against it. And may not God deny, his grace to sinners, without being charged as

the author of sin, or without the blame of it being devolved on him, and not on
themselves ? And, as this judicial act of providence cannot but be the result of an
eternal purpose, is there any thing in his decree, which reflects on his perfections,

any more than there is in the execution of it ?

There is still another scripture on this subject :
' The Lord hath made all things

for himself; yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.' "^ Our opponents infer, that

the doctrine of reprobation, which they suppose to be founded on a perverse sense

of this text, includes a divine purpose to make man to condemn him. Tliey con-

clude that we understand it in that sense ; and they proceed a little farther, and
pretend that we infer from it, that God made men wicked, or that he made them
wicked for his glory, as if he had need of sinful man for that end. I should never

have thought tliat so vile a consequence could be drawn from this doctrine, if the

learned writer before mentioned had not told the world that we infer this from it.®

To give countenance to his suggestion, he quotes a passage out of Dr. Twiss ;'

whose words are :
" That all, besides the elect, God hath ordained to bring them iorth

into the world in their corrupt mass, and to permit them to themselves, to go on
in their own ways, and so finally to persevere in sin ; and, lastly, to damn them
for their sin, for the manifestation of the glory of his justice on them." I am not

ashamed to own my very great esteem of this excellently learned and pious writer,

who was as considerable for that part of learning which his works discover him to

have been conversant in, as most in liis day. Yet, I cannot think myself obliged,

in every respect, to explain this doctrine as he does. Dr. Whitby, too, knew very

well, that if such an inference as that we have been speaking of, were to be de-

duced from the writings of any who maintain the doctrine of reprobation, it must
be from one who follows the supralapsarian way of explaining it. The passage

quoted by him, likewise,—which it may be, was a little unguarded,—seems to bid
as fair for it as any other he could have found out. Yet, any one who reads the
passage without prejudice, especially if he compare it with its context, would not

b James i. 16. c John xii. 39, 40. d Prov. xvi. 4. e See Whitby's Discourse,
lie. page lU. f See his Kicbes ot God's love against Uord. Part IL page 5U.
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suppose that any thing is mtentled which gives the least ground to conclude that

God made men wicked for tlie manifestation of his justice. The most obnoxious
part of the quotation is, ' that God ordained to bring forth into the world the non-
elect, in their corrupt mass;' the meaning of which is, that persons who are every

day born into the world, are the seed of corrupt and fallen man, and so have the
habits of sin propagated with their nature,—a doctrine which many other divines

have endeavoured to maintain. What my sentiments are conc(,'rning it, I choose
to insist on ratlier under a following Answer ; when we shall be led to speak of the
doctrine of original sin', and of that corruption of nature which is the consequence
of it. Passing this by, there is nothing in what remains of the quotation but what
is very defensible, and far from making (iod the author of sin. All Dr. Twiss
says concerning the providence of God relating to this matter, is, that he permits
or leaves men to themselves ; and he supposes them finally to persevere in sin, with-

out which tliey cannot be liable to condemnation, or the display which will be made
in it of the justice of God. If the author who brings the quotation had duly con-

sidered the words immediately before, he might have seen reason to save him-
self the trouble of making his reflection upon it ; for Dr. Twiss, though a supralap-

sarian, says, " lie reckons that controversy, relating to the order of God's decrees,

to be merely apex logicus,'' as he calls it, ' a logical nicety ;' and he adds, that "his
opinion about it is well known, namely, that God doth not ordain any man to dam-
nation, before the consideration of sin." A few lines after, he says, " God of his

mere pleasure created all, but of his mere pleasure he damneth none. But every

one that is damned, is damned for his sin, and that wilfully committed, and con-

tumaciously continued in by them that come to ripe years." Now if nothing more
than this is intended by the doctrine of reprobation, it ought not to be misrepre-

sented as it is, with a design to cast an odium upon it. But to return to the

scripture under consideration—when God is said to have ' made the wicked for the

day of evil,' the meaning is not that man's condemnation was the end designed by
God in creating him. There are some other ideas which intervene between God's
purpose to create and his purpose to condemn him. Man must be considered, not

merely as a creature, but as a sinner. Now, as God did not create man that he
might sin, he could not be said to create him that he might condemn him. Accord-
ingly, the sense which some give of this text, is, that God * made all things for

himself,' that is, for his own glory. But as some will be ready to object, that God
will have no glory from the wicked, who oppose his name and interest in the world,

the answer is, that though he shall have no glory from them as a Saviour, he will,

notwithstanding, be glorified in them as a Judge. His judicial act, though it be
deferred for a time, while his long-suftering waits upon them, shall fall heavily on
them in the day of evil. But this is very remote from the supposition, that God
made man to condemn him. There is also a sense given of the text by some who
are on the other side of the question, which seems equally probable, or agreeable

to the mind of the Holy Ghost, and is not in the least subversive of the doctrine

we are maintaining ; it is, that " the Lord disposeth all things throughout the world,

to serve such ends as he thinks fit to design, which they cannot refuse to comply
withal ; for if any men be so wicked as to oppose his will, he will not lose their

service, but, wlien he brings a public calamity upon a country, employ them to be

the executioners of his wrath. Of this there was a remarkable instance in the de-

struction of Jerusalem, by the Roman soldiers, whom our Saviour used to punish his

crucifiers ; not that they undertook that war out of any design or desire to do our

blessed Saviour right, but out of an ambition to enslave the world. Yet God made
use of them for another design, as public executioners, by whom he punished the

ungodly. "s So the Assyrian is said, to be 'tlie rod of God's anger,''' and to be 'sent

against the people of Israel, to lead them captive, 'and therein ' to tread them down, like

the mire in the streets.'' As to what concerns the purpose of God, on which these

g See Bishop Patrirk in lor. h Isa. x. 5, 6. i This agrees with the sense given of it

by Grot, in loc. and Whitby in his Discourse, &c. page 11 : and it agrees very well with the sense

«t the Hebrew words, irrapn"? bj»s which do not so niuih signily to make, as to dispose and adapt
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judicial proceedings depend, this is to be judged of bj its execution ; for the one is

evidently to be inferred from the other. And this is the sense in which, as we
have repeatedly stated, we understand the doctrine of reprobation.

Absurd Consequences of denying the Doctrine of Election.

We have thus endeavoured to prove the doctrine of election and reprobation
;

and have defended it from the reproaches and misrepresentations cast upon it, by
considering it, not only as agreeable to the divine perfections, but as founded on

scripture. We shall now proceed to inquire, whether the contrary doctrine, as de-

feuded by some, be not derogatory to the divine perfections, and therefore do not

contain greater absurdities ; or, if expressions of detestation were a sufficient argu-

ment to set it aside, whether we have not as much reason to testify our dislike

against it, as our opponents have against the doctrine we are maintaining. Our
doctrine is chai'ged with representing God as severe and cruel to his creatures, be-

cause, as is alleged, it is inconsistent with his goodness to suppose that he leaves

any to themselves in their fallen state so as not to give them the means of grace,

when he knew that, being destitute of it, they could not believe, and so, pursuant to

his eternal purpose, would fall short of salvation. But can God's leaving men to

themselves be said to be inconsistent with his goodness, any more than his other

displays of vindictive justice ? If our opponents suppose that it is, we might easily

retort the argument upon them. They will not assert that the whole race of fallen,

man shall be saved ; and, if so, must we not suppose that God certainly foreknew

this, otherwise where is his infinite understanding ? and if he knew that this would
be the consequence of their being born, and living in the world, where is his good-

ness in bringing them into it? It may be said, that they had a free-will to choose

what is good, and so had a power to attain salvation ; so that their not attaining

it, is owing wholly to themselves. But suppose this, without entering at pre-

sent on the subject of free-will, were taken for granted, it must be fai'ther inquired,

whether our opponents will allow that God foreknew that men would abuse this

freedom of will, or power to make themselves holy or happy ; and, if so, could he

not have prevented this ? Did he make a will which he could not govern or re-

strain ? Could he not have prevented the sin which he knew they would commit ?

And if he could, why did he not do it, and thereby prevent their ruin, which he

knew would be the consequence ? If men are disposed to find fault with the divine

dispensation, it is no difficult matter to invent some methods of reasoning to cast

reflections on it. Indeed, the objection in question is not so much against God's
foreordaining what comes to pass, as it is a spurning at his judicial hand, and a
finding fault with the equity of his proceedings, when he takes vengeance on sin-

ners for their iniquities, or a charging of severity on God because all mankind are

not the objects of his goodness, and, consequently, not elected to eternal life.

But, passing this, wo shall proceed to consider how, in several instances, the

methods used to oppose the doctrine which we are maintaining, are attended with

many absurd consequences, derogatory to the divine perfections, and illustrative of

the unreasonableness of our opponents.

I. A denial of the doctrine of election represents God as undetermined or unre-

solved what to do. This is the plain sense of their asserting that he has not fore-

ordained whatever comes to pass. But to suppose him destitute of any determina-

tion, is directly contrary to his wisdom and sovereignty ; and would argue that

there are some excellencies and perfections belonging to intelligent creatures,

which arc to be denied to him who is a God of infinite perfection. Our opponents,

however, may, on the other hand, suppose that every thing which comes to pass is

determined by him, and that, notwithstanding his determinations, as they respect

the actions of intelligent creatures, are not certain and peremptory, but such as

may be disannulled or rendered ineffectual, the divine measures being taken from

one thing to another, and which the LXX. render, ^vXamrai i anlim, ' The wicked is reserved.to
the day of evil." ^
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the uncertain determinations of man's will. But this is, in eifect, to say that they
are not determined by God. An uncertain determination, or a conditional pur-
pose, cannot properly be called a determination. Thus for Go<l to determine that
be who believes shall bo saved, without resolving to give that faith which is necessary
to salvation, is, in effect, not to determine that any shall be saved. For, as our oppo-
nents suppose, that it is left to man's free-will to believe or not, and as they generally
explain liberty as implying that a person might, had he pleased, have done the con-
trary to that which he is said to do freely, it follows, tliat all mankind might not
have believed and repented, and consequently that they might have missed salva-
tion ; and then the purpose of God relating to their being saved, is the same as
though he had been undetermined on the subject. If, on the contrary, they suppose
that, to prevent this disappointment, God overrules the free actions of men, in order
to the accomplishment of his own purpose, they give up their own cause, and allow
us all that we contend for. This, however, they are not disposed to do ; so that we
cannot see how the independency of the divine will can be defended by them, consist-

ently with their method of opposing our doctrine. If it be supposed, as an expedi-
ent against this absurd consequence of their views, that God foreknew wliat his

creatures would do, that his determinations were the result of his foreknowledge, and
consequently that the event is as certain as the divine foreknowledge, all of them will

not concur in the supposition, Many are sensible that it is as hard to prove that
God foreknew what must certainly come to pass, without inferring the inevitable
necessity of things, as it is to assert that he willed or determined them, so as to

render them eventually necessary. If they suppose that God foreknew what his

creatures would do, and, particularly, that they would convert themselves, and im-
prove the liberty of their will so as to render themselves objects fit for divine grace,
without supposing that he determined to exert that power and grace which was
necessary to their doing so, this is to exclude his providence from having a hand
in the government of the world, or to assert that his determinations respect rather
what others will do, than what he will enable them to do. Now this also appears
to be inconsistent with the divine perfections.

2. There are some things, in their method of reasoning, which seem to infer a
mutability in God's purpose ; and this is the same thing as to suppose, that he had
no purpose at all relating to the event of things. In opposing the doctrine of elec-

tion, they refer to such scriptures as that in which it is said that ' God will have all

men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ;' ^ and they suppose the
act of the divine will here spoken of to apply to every individual, even to those who
shall not be saved, or come to the knowledge of the truth. They in like manner
understand our Saviour's words, * How often would I have gathered thy children
together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not !

Behold, your house is left unto you desolate,'' as implying, that God purposed to

save them, but was obliged afterwards, by the perverseness of their actions, to

change his purpose. Now what is this, but to assert him to be dependent and
mutable ?

3. They who suppose that salvation is not to be resolved into the power and will

of God, must ascribe it to the will of man, and say that by this we determine our-

selves to perform those duties which render us the objects of divine mercy. On
this principle, the apostle's statement, ' It is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God, that showeth mercy,'"* would hardly be intelligible, or a
defensible proposition. And when it is said, ' We love him, because he first loved

us,' " the proposition ought to be inverted ; and it should rather be said, ' He loved

us, because we first loved him.' And that humbling question, which the apostle

proposes, ' Who maketh thee to differ ?' ° should be answered, as one proudly did,

' I make myself to differ.'

4. The doctrine of discriminating grace cannot well bo maintained, without as-

serting a discrimination in God's purpose relating to it, which is what wo call elec-

tion. If this be denied, there would not be so great a foundation for admiration

k 1 Tim. ii. 4. 1 Matt xxiii. 37, 38. m Rom. ix. 16

II 1 John iv. 19. o 1 Cor. iv. 7.
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or thankfulness, as there is,—or for any to say, as one of Christ's disciples did,

speaking the sense of all the rest, ' Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself

unto us. and not unto the world ?'p Nor is there so great an inducement to humili-

ty, as what will arise from the firm belief, that, when no eye pitied the poor, help-

less, and miserable sinner, he was singled out of a ruined and undone world, among
that remnant whom God first designed for glory, and then brought to it.

Arguments for the opposite Doctrine to that of Election examined.

We shall now consider those methods of reasoning, by which the doctrine con-

trary to that of election is defended, and inquire into the sense of those scriptures

which are generally appealed to in its support, and shall endeavour to make it ap-

pear, that they may be explained in a different way, and one more consistent with

the divine perfections. It is plain, that the main design of those who oppose the

doctrine of election, is to advance the goodness of God. And as all mankind can-

not be said to be equally partakers of the effects of this goodness, inasmuch as all

shall not be saved, they suppose that God has put all mankind into a salvable state,

—that as the gospel-overture is universal, so God's purpose to save includes all to

whom it is made,—that the event, and consequently the efficacy of the divine pur-

pose relating to it, depends on the will of man,—and that, in order that there may
be no obstruction which may hinder this design from taking effect, God has given

man a power to yield obedience to his law, which, though it be not altogether so

perfect as it was at first, but is somewhat weakened by the fall, yet is sulficient to

answer the end and design of the gospel, that is, to bring him to salvation, if he
will,—so that, though there be not an universal salvation, there is a determination

in God to save all upon this condition. How far this doctrine is inconsistent with
the divine perfections, has been already considered. But we are farther to inquire,

whether there be any foundation for it in scripture, and what is the sense of some
texts which are often brought in its defence.

One text referred to is those words of the apostle, ' Who will have all men to be
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. 'i Another scripture, to the same
purpose is, ' The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.''" Several others also are quoted, whence they argue the uni-

versality of the divine purpose relating to the salvation of mankind, or that none
are rejected or excluded from it by any act of God's will, and consequently that

the doctrine of election and reprobation is to be exploded. Now, that the sense of

these scriptures cannot be, that God designed that all men should be eventually

saved or come to the knowledge of the truth, so that none of them should perish,

is evident from many other scriptures which, as will doubtless be allowed by all,

speak of the destruction of ungodly men. The two scriptures cannot have such a
meaning as that God purposed or determined what shall never come to pass ; for

this, as was formerly observed, is inconsistent with the glory of his wisdom and
sovereignty. But they are to be understood with those limitations which the

word ' all,' which refers to the persons mentioned as designed to be saved, is sub-

ject to in other scriptures. This will be more particularly considered when, under
a following answer," we treat of universal and particular redemption.—We need
only observe at present, for setting these scriptures in a true light, that the word
' all ' is often taken for all sorts of men or things. Tims it is said, that ' of every
tiling that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two unto Noah into the
ark,'* that is, all the species of living creatures, not every individual. So," in the

vision which Peter saw of tho sheet let down from heaven, it is said, ' there were
all manner of four-footed beasts,'" «fec. Again, it is said concerning our Saviour,
that ' he went about, healing all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease
among the people ;'> and elsewhere God promises that ' he will pour out his Spirit

upon all flesh,'''- that is, upon persons of all ages and conditions, young and old.

p John xiv. 22. q 1 Tim. ii. 4. r 2 Pet. iii. 9. s See Quest, xliv. t Gen. vii. 8, 9.
u Arts X. 12. X The words are ^atra Tfr^a-roia, that is, 'all four-footed beasts.'

y Mntt. i\. 93. Tho words are, it^atrivur 'retirx* >oaiii xai rra<ra» fiakaxiat, ' every sickness, and
e\iry disease;' ain. the s>aiiic woriis are trMii:lat<.d in -Matt. i.\. 33. z Acts ii. 17.
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There are many instances of a similar nature in scripture, which justify this sense

of the word * all.' From the context it seems plain, that the word is to be thus

understood in the former of the scriptures now in question. While the apostle .'•ays,

'God will have all men to be saved,' he exhorts that 'prayer and supplication

should be made for all men,''' that is, for men of all characters and conditions in

the world, and, in particular, 'for kings, and all that are in authority.' lie resolves

a matter in dispute among them, whether those kings who were tyrants and oppres-

soi's ought to be prayed for, when he tells them that all sorts of men are to be
prayed for ; and the reason which he assigns for his exhortation is, that ' God will

have all men,' that is, all sorts of men, 'to be saved.' Moreover, they whom God
will save, are said to be such as ' shall come,' that is, as he will bring, ' to the

knowledge of the truth.' Now, it is certain that God never designed that every
individual should come to the knowledge of the truth ; for, if he did, his purpose is not
fultillo<l, or his providence runs counter to it, since all individuals of mankind have
not the gospel. Hence, as God did not purpose that all men should come to the

knowledge of the truth, the words, ' Who will have all men to be saved,' are not

to be understood in any other sense, than as signifying all sorts of men. Nor can
it Avell be proved, whatever may be attempted in the way of proof, that the words
following, which speak of Christ being ' a Mediator between God and men,' mean
that he performs this office for every individual man, even for tlio.^e that shall not

be saved ; for then, as will be further considered in its proper place, the mediato-

rial office would be executed in vain for a great part of them. We must conclude,

therefore, that, in the former of the scriptures under consideration, nothing else is

intended, but that God determined to give saving grace to all sorts of men.—As
for the latter, in which the apostle Peter says that ' God is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance,' the word ' all' is expressly

limited in the context, as referring to those only who are elect and faithful. Hence
he says, including himself among them, that 'the Lord is long-suflfering to usward.'

Now, if we observe the character which, in the beginning of both his epistles, he
gives of the church to which he writes,'' it is as great as is given of any ia scripture.

They are also distinguished from those profane ' scoffers, who walked after their

own lusts,' and from other ungodly men, whose perdition he speaks of, as what
would befall them in the dissolution of the world by fire in the day of judgment.
They are not only described as 'elect unto obedience,' and as having obtained 'like

precious faith' with the apostles; but they were such as God would 'keep, through
faith, unto salvation.' The apostle might well, therefore, say concerning them, that

God determined that none of them should perish, without, in saying so, advancing
anything incon.sistent with the doctrine we are maintaining. It is objected, how-
ever, that the apostle speaks of God, as willing that 'all should come to repentance

;'

that therefore the persons of whom he speaks are distinguished from that part of

the church who had ' obtained like precious faith,' and were included among those

whom he, in both epistles, describes as not in a state of salvation ; that the word
' air in this text is, in consequence, not subject to the limitation before-mentioned,

but must mean all the world ; and that, therefore, the meaning of what he states

is, that God is not willing that any of mankind should perish, but that all should

come to repentance. But the design, according to the apostle's account, of God's

deferring the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men, and so exercising,

long-suflering towards the world in general, is not that he should bring them all

to repentance ; for to suppose the apostle as stating this, would be to represent

him as stating a thing which he knew should never come to pass. The end of

God's patience toward the world in general is, that all whom he designed to bring

to repentance, or who were chosen to it, as well as to obedience and sprinkling of.

the blood of Jesus, should be brought to it.

There are other arguments which our opponents bring in defence of their sense of

the doctrine of election,—that the divine purpose is not peremptory, detenninate, or

unchangeable, and such as infers the salvation of those who are its objects. These

arguments are founded on those scriptures which, as they apprehend, ascribe a kind

a 1 Tim. ii. 1. b These, as he says in ver. 1. of this chapter, wire directed to the same personi.

1. 2q
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of disappointment to God. One scripture is that in which God says concerning his

vineyard, that is, the church of the Jews, ' Wherefore when I looked that it should

bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ?''= Another text is our Saviour's

words, that ' he sought fruit on the fig-tree,'** meaning the church of the Jews in

his dav, 'but found none.' A third is that in which our Lord says, concerning

Jerusalem, ' How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your house

is left unto you desolate.'® From these scriptures they conclude, that God's pur-

pose, or design of grace, may be defeated. These and many other scriptures, not

unlike them, they say, are inconsistent with the doctrine, that the purpose of elec-

tion ascertains the event, that is, the salvation of those who are chosen to eter-

nal life. Let us particularly consider the sense of the texts.—As to the first of

them, in which God says, by the prophet, ' What could have been done more to

my vineyard, that I have not done in it ? wherefore when I looked that it should

bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes ?' he condescends to speak of him-

self alter the manner of men, as he often does in scripture, and is said to look for

what might reasonably have been expected, as the consequence of aU the means of

grace, which he had vouchsafed to them. The reasonableness of the thing is call-

ed his looking for it ; as if he had said, ' It might have been expected, from the

nature of the thing, that they who had been laid under such obligations, should

express some gratitude for them, and so have brought forth some fruit to the glory

of God.' Those words which seem to attribute disappointment to him, ' I looked,'

&c. signify nothing else but the ingratitude of the people, that they did not walk
agreeably to the obligations they were under. We are not to understand that God
was really disappointed ; for to suppose this would militate against his omniscience.

He knew, before he laid these obligations on them, what their behaviour would be.

Had he had eyes of flesh, or seen as man seeth, their behaviour would have tended

to disappoint him; but there is no disappointment in the divui^. ^^nd, though the

sin reproved in the people be the same as though it had had a tendency to defeat

the divine purpose, or disappoint his expectation.—As for that scripture in which
it is said, that Christ ' sought fruit on tlie fig-tree, but found none,' it is to be ex-

plained in the same way. ' He sought fruit,' that is, fruit might reasonably have
been expected ;

' but he found none, ' that is, they did not act agreeably to the

means of grace they enjoyed. Neither this, nor the other scripture, does in the

least argue, that the purpose of God was not concerned about the event, or that he

did not know what it would be. As his providential dispensation gives us ground
to conclude, that he determined to leave the parties to themselves ; so he knew
beforehand that his doing so would, through the corruption of their nature, issue

in their unfruitfulness. If he did not foreknow this, he is not omniscient. Hence,
neither of these scriptures has the least tendency to overthrow the doctrine of the

certainty and peremptoriness of the divine purpose.—As to what our Saviour says

concerning his willingness to have gathered Jerusalem, ' as a hen gathereth her

chickens under her wings, but they would not,' it may be taken, without the least

absurdity, as referring to the end and design of his ministry among them ; and it

is as if he had said, ' Your nation shall be broken, and you scattered, as a punish-

ment inflicted on you for your iniquities ; and this destruction would have been
prevented, had you believed in me.' Hence, all that can be inferred is, that

Christ's ministry and doctrine were attended with such convincing evidence, being

confirmed by so many undoubted miracles, that their unbelief was not only charged

on them as a crime, but was the occasion of tlieir ruin, or, as is said in the follow-

ing words, of their ' house being left unto them desolate.' This ruin might have
been prevented, by their making a riglit improvement of that common grace which

they had. For though it is not in man's power, without the special influences of

divine grace, to believe to the saving of the soul
; yet I know no one who denies

that it is in his power to do more good, and avoid more evil, than he does, or so

far to attend to the preaching of the gospel, as not to oppose it with such malice

and envy as the Jews did. Now, had tlie Jews paid such a deference to Christ's

c Isa. V. 4. d Luke xiii. 6. e Matt, xxiii. 37, 38.
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ministry as they were capable of rendering, they would not have been exposed to

those judgments which afterwards beftdl them. It is one thing to say, that men,
by improving common grace, can attain salvation ; and another thing to conclude,

that they might thereby have escaped temporal judgments. Hence, if it bo in-

quired, what was God's intention in giving them the gospel ? the answer is very
plain : It was not that by means of it he might bring them all into a state of sal-

vation, for then it would have taken effect ; but it was, as appears by the event, tc

bring those who should be saved among them to that salvation, and to let others

know, Mdiether they would hear or whether they would forbear, that God had a
right to their obedience, and therefore, that the message which the Redeemer
brought to them, ought to have met with a better reception from them than it did.

If it be farther inquired, Whether, provided they had believed, their ruin would
have been prevented ? wo reply, that the affirmative is an undoubted consequence
from our Saviour's words. Yet it does not follow, that it was a matter of uncer-
tainty with God, whether they should believe or not. It is one thing to say,

that he would not have punished them, unless they rejected our Saviour ; and an-

other thing to suppose that he could not well determine whether they would reject

him or not. The purpose of God must be considered as agreeing with the event
of things, and the design of Christ's ministry as being what it really was ; yet ho
might, notwithstanding, take occasion to charge the Jews' destruction upon their own
obstinacy.—There are many other scriptures which our opponents bring for the

same purpose as those we have now considered. These I shall pass over ; because
the sense they give of them differs not much from that in which they understand
the others, and their reasoning from them, in opposition to our doctrine, is the same,
and may receive the same answer.

I cannot but observe, however, that while, from some scriptures, they attribute

disappointment to God, they represent him, from others, as wishing, but in vain,

that events had happened otherwise, and as being grieved with disappointment.

So they understand these words, ' that my people had hearkened unto me, and
Israel had walked in my ways ! I should soon have subdued their enemies, and
turned my hand against their adversaries ;'*" and these, ' If,' or that 'thou hadst
known, even thou at least, in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace I

but now they are hid from thine eyes.'^ Now, the sense of these and similar scrip-

tures is no more than this, not that God can be said to wish for a thing which can-

not be attained, but that the thing which the persons spoken of refused to perform,

was in itself most desirable, or a matter to be wished for. When our Saviour laments
over Jerusalem, as apprehending their destruction to be near, whether his words
are to be considered as a wish that it had been otherwise, or as an intimation that

if they had known the things of their peace their destruction would not have
ensued, they are to be understood only as a representation of the deplorableness

of the Jews' condition, which, with a tenderness of human compassion, he could
not speak of without tears. Yet we are not to suppose that this mode of expres-

sion is applicable to the divine will. Hence, when the misery of the Jews is thus

set forth, we are not to strain the sense of words taken from Imman modes of

speaking, so far as to suppose that the judicial acts of God, in punishing a sinful

people, are not the execution of a corresponding purpose. Again, when the Spirit

is said to be ' grieved '•> or ' resisted,'^ nothing else is intended, but that men act

in such a way, as that, had the Spirit of God been subject to human passions, their

conduct would have been matter of grief to him. But far be it from us to suppose

that the divine nature is liable to grief, or that any disappointment which has a

tendency to excite this passion in men, can attend God's purposes. And when the

Holy Spirit is said to bo resisted, it is not meant that his will, or design, can be

rendered ineffectual, but it implies only that men oppose what the Spirit com-
municated by the prophets, or in his word. This a person may do ; and yet it

may be truly said, that ' the counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts

of his heart to all generations.'''

f Psal. Ixjcxi. 13, 14. g Luke xix. 42. h Eph. iv. 30.

i Acts vii. 51. k Psal. xxxiii. II.
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Objections to the Doctrine of Election examined.

We shall proceed to consider several objections which are made against the doc-

trine we have endeavoured to maintain, and what reply may be given to them.

Some liave been occasionally mentioned under several foregoing heads ; but there

are others which require a distinct reply.

1. One objection is, that the doctrine of absolute election and reprobation was alto-

gether unknown by the Fathers in the three first centuries, and that it was first

brought into the Christian world by Augustin ; before whose time, the only ac-

count we have of it, is, that God, foreknowing who would live piously, or believe

and persevere to the end, accordingly predestinated them to eternal life, or deter-

mined to pass them by, and so is said to have rejected them. ^ This objection,

were it literally true, cannot have any tendency to overthrow this doctrine, in the

opinion of those who, on the one hand, depend not on the credit of Augustin as

defending it, nor, on the other, are staggered by the opposition made to it by some of

the Fathers who lived before his time. We might, therefore, have passed it by,

without making any reply to it. Yet as it contains a kind of insult or boast which

will have its weight with some, it may be expected that a few things should be said

in answer to it. Now, we will not deny that the Fathers before the Pelagian heresy

was broached, expressed themselves, in many parts of their writings, in so lax and
unguarded a manner, concerning the doctrines of predestination, free-will, and
grace, that, had they lived after those doctrines began to be publicly contested,

one would have thought that they had verged too much towards Pelagius' side,

liut, as these doctrines were not matter of controversy in those ages, it is no won-

der to find them less cautious in their modes of expressing themselves, than they

miglit otherwise have been. It is a just observation, which one™ makes on this

subject, that they had to do with the Manichees, and with some of the heathen, who
supposed that men sinned by a fatal necessity of nature. There was, in those days,

no wicked action committed in the world but some were ready to excuse it, from

the impotency of human nature, or its propensity to sin, which rendered the wicked

action, as they supposed, unavoidable. Others, on the same ground, took occasion

even to charge God with being the author of sin. Now it is very probable, that

the Fathers in those ages were afraid of giving countenance to this vile opinion,

and therefore were less on their guard, in some respects, than they would have
been, had they stood opposed to Pelagius or his followers. Indeed, Augustin
himself, before he took occasion to inquire more diligently into the Pelagian con-

troversy, used the same method of expressing his sentiments about the power of

nature or the grace of God, as some others of the Fathers had done, and concluded
that faith was in our power, as well as a duty incumbent on us. But he after-

wards, as the result of more mature deliberation," retracted such modes of speak-

ing. Yet though he expressed himself in a different way from the Fathers
before him, he often takes occasion, from some passages which he purposely refers

to in their writings, to vindicate them, as holding the same faith, though not

always using the same phrases. After he had thus defended Cyprian and Am-
brose, h« puts a very charitable construction on their unguarded way of expressing

themselves, and says that it arose from their not having any occasion to engage in

that controversy which was on foot in his day.° The same might be said of Gregory
Nazianzen, Basil, Chrysostom, and several others ; whom some modern writers

defend from the charge of favouring the Pelagian scheme, by referring to some
places in their writings in which, either directly or by tantamount expressions, they

1 See Whitby of Election, chap. 5. Limborch Amic. Collat. page 242.
m Vi(i. Sixt. Seiiens. Bibliothec. Lib. v. Ariiiotat. 101. Aimotavit qiiidam Chrysostomum inter-

dum iiaturse nosfroe vires plus aequo extulisse ex conteiitione disceptaiidi cum Manichajis at Gen-
tilibus, qui homiiiem assirebaiit, vel iiatura malum vel lati violeiitia ad peccaiidum compelli.

n Viil. Aug. Retract, i. cap. 23.

o Vid. Aug. (ie Praedest. Saiict. cap. 14. Quid igitur opus est, ut eorum scrutemur opuscula,
qui priusquam ista haertsis oiirefur, iioii habueruiit neccssitatem in hac diflficiliad solveudum ques
tione versari : quod proculdubio lacerent, si retpondere talibus togerentur.
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acknowledge that the salvation of men is owing to the grace of God, whereby all

occasions of glorying are taken away from the creature.p The learned Vossius,

though he acknowledges that the Fathers, before Augustin, expressed themselves

in such a way as is represented in the objection, yet vindicates tliem from the

charge of verging towards the Pelagian or Semi- Pelagian heresy ; for he concludes,

that when they speak of God's predestinating men to eternal life, on the foresight

of good works, they intend only those good works which God would enable them to

perform. This suggestion of his clears many of the expressions which they use,

from the imputation cast upon them.i But if all these endeavours to show that

the Fathers who lived before Augustin were not opposers of our doctrine, appear

to be to no purpose, our faith in the truth of it will not be weakened. We suppose

it to be founded on direct statements of scripture, and on several inferences plainlpr

deduced from it ; and therefore it does not need the sutfrago of human testi-

mony for its support. But if it be said, that such testimony is a very desirable

thing, as doubtless it is, we might consider our doctrine as obtaining very much in

and aiter Augustin's time, being examined and defended by very considerable

numbers of men, who have transmitted it down to posterity, throughout the various

ages of the church. Yet, as a judicious divine well observes,*" by whomsoever it is

defended or opposed, we lay no great stress on human authority. We shall there-

fore proceed to consider some other objections, which it will be more neces.sary for

us to give a particular answer to.

2. To the doctrine that God's purpose ascertains all events, it is objected, that

he has not so determined the bounds of the life of man, but that it may be length-

ened or shortened by the intervention of second causes. This objection is no-

thing else but the applying of one branch of the controversy relating to the decrees

of God, to a particular instance. It was very warmly debated in the Netherlands,

towards the beginning of the last century.* It is of a popular form, and is adapted

principally to give prejudice to those who are disposed to pass over or set aside some

necessary distinctions which, if duly considered, would not only shorten the debate,

but set the matter in a clearer light. W^e shall endeavour to state these distinc-

tions, but shall first consider their method of reasoning on the subject, and the

sense they give of some scriptures which, as they suppose, give countenance to the

objection.

They argue that, if the term of life be immoveably fixed by God, it is a vain

thing for any one to use those means which are necessary to preserve it,—that the

skill of the physician, as well as the virtue of medicine, is altogether needless,

—

that the good advice which is often given to persons, to take heed that they do not

shorten their lives by intemperance, will be to no purpose, for they may readily

reply that they shall live their appointed time do what they will,—and what is still

more absurd, that if a person attempt to lay violent hands upon himself, his at-

tempt will be to no purpose, if God has determined that he shall live longer, and if

he has determined that he shall die, the man is guilty of no crime, for he only ful-

fils the divine purpose. They add that our doctrine renders all our supplications

to God to preserve our lives, or to restore us from sickness, when we are \n danger

of death, needless ; and that our conduct in making such supplications is a practical

denial of the argument we maintain ; for what is it, they say, but to suppose that

the bounds of life are not unalterably fixed ? As to the countenance which they

suppose scripture gives to their objection, they refer us to those places in which

the life of man is said to be lengthened or shortened. Thus there are promises of

'long life' given to the righteous, who love God, and keep his commandments.'*

Solomon says expressly, ' The fear of the Lord prolongeth days ; but the years of

the wicked shall be shortened;'" and elsewhere ho speaks of the wicked dying be-

p Vid. Forbes. Instruct. Historico-Theol. Lib. viii. cap. 28. § 16, &c. and Job. Jacobi Hottingeri,

Fatii Doctrinae (ie Praedestinat. Lib. i. § 35, &c.

q Vui. G J. Vossii Hist. Pebg. Lib. vi. Thes. 8, 9, 10.

r Vd. Calv. Listit. Lib. iii. cap. 22. § I. Certior est bic Dei Veritas, quam ut concutiatur,

clarior quam ut obruatur bominum autbuntate.

s See tbe f p'stles tbat passed between Beverovicius, a pbysician at Dort, and several divines at

tbat time, in Lib. de Term, vitse.

t Exod. x.x. 12. Deut. iv. 40. 1 Kings in. 14. u Piov. x. 27.
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fore the time.'^ The psalmist also sajs, that 'bloody and deceitful men shall not

live out half their dajs.'y They refer also to that scripture in which Martha tells

our Saviour, that 'if he had been with her brother Lazarus,' before his death, ' he

had not died.'^ Either, say they, this contradicts the argument we are maintaining,

or Martha was mistaken ; and had she been so, our Saviour would have reproved

her for asserting what was false. They add, moreover, that when the old world

were destroyed in the deluge, and so died before their time, they might have pro-

longed their lives, had they repented in that space of time in which Noah as ' a

preacher ofrighteousness, ' gave them warning of the desolating judgment, and in which

'Christ, by his Spirit' in him, 'preached to them,' doubtless, as the apostle says,*

with a design to bring them to repentance, and save them from destruction. And
when Abraham pleaded with God in behalf of Sodom, God tells him, that 'if he

found but ten righteous persons in the city, he would spare it for their sake.'^ But

this, the objectors say, is inconsistent with his determination that they should all

die by an untimely death, if the bounds of their lives had been fixed. Lastly, they

refer to that scripture, in which God first told Hezekiah, that ' he should die, and

not live,' and afterwards, that he would 'add to his days fifteen years.''^

To prepare our way for a reply to this objection, let us consider that the side of

the question which we are maintaining, is equally supported by express texts of scrip-

ture. Thus it is said, ' His days are determined, the number of his months are

with thee; thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.'^ Nothing can

be more express than this. Here the inspired writer speaks of a decree of God
which respects all mankind, without exception, and sets forth his absolute sover-

eignty, and the irreversibleness of his purpose. The apostle Paul also, in reasoning

with the Athenians concerning the decree and providence of God, in whom we live,

move, and have our being, says, that ' he hath determined the times before appoint-

ed, and fixed the bounds of their habitation.'® As God has placed men upon the

earth, by his decree and providence, so he has determined not only the place where

they should live, but the time of their continuance in the world. This was no new
doctrine ; for the heathen had been instructed in it by the*" ^nu philosophers.

Hence the apostle speaks their opinion, especially that of the Stoics, about this

matter. ^ When he mentions the times as determined, his words are to be under-

stood, not of the seasons of the year, which God has fixed to return in their certain

courses, but of the seasons appointed for every work, or for every occurrence of life,

and, among the rest, for life itself, and for serving our generation. Accordingly,

Solomon expressly says, ' To every thing there is a season, and a time to every

purpose : a time to be born, and a time to die.'^ Several other scriptures might be

brought to the same purpose, particularly those in which God has foretold the

death of particular persons.^ Moreover, if the providence of God is conversant

about aU tlie actions of men, and 'the hairs of their head are all numbered,'' so

that the smallest changes in life do not come by chance, but are subject to the

divine control, certainly the time of life mu.st be subjected to his providence.

Hence, he is styled, ' Our life, and the length of our days ;'*' and he must certainly

be considered as tlie sovereign Arbiter of life. This doctrine none who own a pro-

vidence, can with any shadow of reason gainsay ; for it is agreeable not only to

several scriptures, but to the very nature and perfections of God.

We return now to the arguments laid down against it, and the scriptures cited

to give countenance to them. It is certain, that two contradictory propositions

cannot be both true, in the same sense ; and that the scriptures, which are exactly

harmonious, as well as infallibly true, nowhere contradict themselves. Now let

it be observed, that the bounds of life are twofold,—either such as men might have

lived to, according to the common course of nature, if nothing had intervened to

X Eccles. vii. 17. y Psal. Iv. 23. z John xi. 21. a 1 Pet. iii. 20. b Gen. xviii. 32.

t IsH. xxxviii. 1. compared with 5. d Job xiv. 5. e Acts xvii. 26.

Seneca de Consol. ad Marciam, cap. 20. N. mo nimis cit6 moritur, qui victuius diutiils qiiam

vixit noil fuit, fixus est ciiique terminus mniiebit sein|)er uhi positus est, neir ilium ulterius diligentia

ut gratia promovthit. Et Cicero de Setiect. Quod cuique temporis ad vivendum datum, eo debet
conteiitns esse. Virg. .^n. X. Stat sua cuique diis. Serv. Fixum est tempus vitse.

e Ercl. iii. 1, 2. h 2 Sam. xii. 14. I Kings xiv. 12. Chap. xxii. 28. i Matt. x. 30.

k Dcut. XXX. 20.
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ruin the constitution, or no disease or violent death had broken the thread of life

before,—or that period during which God has ordained that men shall live, M'hether

it be longer or shorter. The former respects the lengthening or shortening of life,

bj the influence of second causes. In this sense, we do not suppose that the term
of life is immoveably fixed, but believe that in some it is longer, and in others short-

er. It is certain, that, by intemperance, or other methods, nun may sliorten their

days, or, by laying violent hands on themselves, not live tlie time that otherwise
they would have done. But if we consider the overruling or disposing providence
of God as conversant about this matter, there is nothing which happens without its

concurrence. Persons who shorten their days by intemperance, do so by the per-

missive providence of God. Though he is not the author of their intemperance,

yet he permits it, or determines not to hinder it. Hence, though he has fixed the

bounds of life, which can neither be lengthened or shortened, yet, knowing what
men will do, in a natural way, to shorten them, he determines that their conduct
shall put an end to their lives. And when we read, in scripture, of God's ' deliver-

ing ' him who dies a violent death, * into his hands ' who inflicts it,' God is not the

author of the sin of the murderer. Yet providence is not wholly to be exempted
from that action, so far as it is not sinful, but purely natural or the effect of power.

And when such an occurrence is said to shorten the life of man, there is nothing

inharmonious with God's having fixed the duration of it in his own purpose. We
must consider also that his decree and providence respect the means, as well as the

end, which are always inseparably connected, and equally subject to him.

We proceed to give a more particular answer to the arguments stated in the objection.

.—When it is said, that God's fixing the bounds of life renders all means for the pre-

servation of it unnecessary, a false supposition is made, namely, that God does not

ordain the means as well as the end. If God has determined that persons shall

live, he has determined to give them the supports of life, and to prevent every

thing that might tend to destroy it. If, on the other hand, he takes them away by
a disease, he has ordained the disease as a means conducive to the end. If health

is to be supported, or recovered, by means, and thereby life preserved, God has

ordained that these means shall be used, as well as the end attained. As to per-

sons shortening their lives by intemperance, the sin has a natural tendency to

shorten life ; so that, though God is not the author of the sin, he certainly knows
beforehand what methods the sinner will take to hasten his end, and leaves him to

himself. Though the sin is not from God, the punishment, which is the consequence

of it, may truly be said to be from him, and therefore was determined by him.

When the objectors farther say, that they who destroy their health, or lay violent

hands on themselves, cannot be said to sin in so doing, because, provided God has

determined this fatal event, they do that which tends to fulfil the divine will,

—

when they say this, they oppose our doctrine, without taking our words in the same
sense in which it is maintained. It is well known, that the will of God is some-

times taken for his prescribed rule, which is the matter of our duty ; and in this

sense, we readily allow, that he who fulfils it cannot be said to sin. But the will

of God is sometimes taken for his purpose to permit sin, or to give the sinner up to

his own heart's lusts, to do that which he hates and is resolved to punish. In this

sense, the sinner is said to do that which God would not have suttered him to do,

had he willed the contrary. But it is a very groundless insinuation, to supp(tse that

for this reason he is exempted from the guilt of sin.

Again, to say tliat God's fixing the bounds of life, is inconsistent with our pray-

ing that our lives may be prolonged, or that we may be delivered from sickness or

death, when we are apprehensive that we are (hawing nigli to it, is no just conse-

quence. We do not pray that God would alter his ])urp<ise, when we desire any

blessing of him ; but suppose that his purpose is hid from us, and expect not to

know it any otherwise tlian by the event. A person who i)rays to be dehvered from

sickness or death, is not to address the divine ]Majesty as one who presumptuously,

and without ground, supposes that God has decreed that he shall immediately die,

but as one who hopes, or who has no ground to disbelieve that he will make it

1 Exod. xxi. 13.
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appear, by answering his prayer, that he has determined to spare his life. Tho
secret purpose of God relating to the event of things, as it is secret, is to be uo

more a rule of duty, than if there had been no purpose. Yet it does not follow

that the event is not determined by him.

As to those scriptures which seem to give countenance to the objection we are

considering, they may, without the least absurdity, be understood consistently with

other scriptures already quoted, which prove that God has fixed or determined

the bounds of life.—As to those promises which God has made of a long life ' to

those that love him, and keep his commandments,' the meaning of them is, that

he will certainly bestow this blessing, either in kind or value, on those whose con-

versation is such as is described. This none can deny, who rightly understand the

meaning of that scripture, ' Godliness hath the promise of the life that now is,' as

well as of ' that which is to come.'™ But, so far as it affects the argument we are

maintaining, we must consider that that efficacious grace whereby we are enabled

to love God and keep his commandments, is as much his gift, and consequently

the result of his purpose, as the blessing connected with it. Hence, if he has de-

termined that we shall enjoy a long and happy life in this world, and to enable u.s

to live a holy life,—if the end and the means are connected together, and both the

objects of God's purpose, it cannot justly be inferred that the event, relating to the

lengthening or shortening of our lives, is not determined by him.—As to those scrip-

tures whicli speak of the wicked 'dying before their time,' or 'not living half their

days,' they are to be understood agreeably to the distinction formerly mentioned,

between men's dying sooner than they would have done according to the course of

nature, or according to the concurrence of second causes, and their dying sooner

than God had before determined. In the former sense it is literally true, that

many do not live out half their days. But may not the sovereign Disposer of all

things inflict a sudden and immediate death as the punishment of sin, without

giving us reason to conclude that the event was not preconcerted, if we may so

express it, or determined beforehand?—As to that other scripture, in which Martha
tells our Saviour that if he had been with Lazarus when sick, ' he had not died,'

she does not suppose that Christ's being there would have frustrated the divine

purpose ; for then he would, doubtless, have reproved her for what she said. In

fact, he did not come to visit him, because he knew that God had purposed that

he should die, and be afterwards raised from the dead. This case, therefore,

does not argue that God has not fixed the bounds or term of life.—Again, as to

the destruction of the world in the flood, and that of Sodom by fire from heaven,

we do not deny that they might have prolonged their lives had they repented.

But, in that case, their repentance would have been as much determined by God,

as their deliverance from the untimely death which befell them.—The last scripture

mentioned, in which God, by the prophet Isaiah, tells Hezekiah that ' he should

die, and not live,' notwithstanding which, fifteen years were added to his life, is

very frequently insisted on by those who deny the unalterable decree of God re-

lating to life and death, and is esteemed by them an unanswerable argument in

support of their opinion. But, when God said, ' Set thine house in order, for thou

shalt die, and not live,' he gave Hezekiah to understand that his di.sease was what
we call mortal, that is, such as no skill of the physician or natural virtue of medi-

cine could cure, and that therefore he must expect to die, unless God recovered

him by a miracle. Hezekiah, doubtless, took the warning in this sense, otherwise

it, would have been a preposterous thing for him to have prayed for life ; for he

would then have offered an aftront to God, by desiring him to change his purpose.

But God designed by tlie warning to in(;ite him to importunate prayer for life,

ilcnce, when he says, ' I will add to thy days fifteen years,' the meaning is, ' Though
tliou mightest before have expected death, my design in giving thee that intimation

was, that thou shouldst pray for life, which might be given thee by a miracle ; and
now I will work a miracle, and fulfil what I before purposed in adding to thy life

fifteen years.'

o. It is farther objected against tho doctrine of election and reprobation, and

ID 1 Tim. iv. 3.
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particularly against the immutability of God's purpose, that it tends to establish a

fatal necessity of things, and overthrow tliat known distinction that there is between

things, as necessary or contingent. The doctrine, it is alleged, implies that nothmg

in the whole series of causes and effects can liappen otherwise than it does, and

that God himself is confined to such a method of acting, that it is impossible for

him to do the contrary. This, it is said, is nothing else but the Stoical doctrine of

fate, applied to and defended by some scriptures ; though it is contrary to others,

which speak of the uncertainty of future events. Thus God speaks of the Jews

turning from their iniquities, and of his bestowing pardoning mercy upon them in

consequence, as an uncertain event: * It may be that the house of Judah will bear

all the evil, which I purpose to do unto them, that they may return every man

from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.'" So when, im-

mediately before the captivity, God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to personate

one who was removing his stuff" or household goods, in order to signify to the Jews

that the nation in general should soon remove to other habitations, when earned

captive into Babylon, he says, ' It maybe they will consider, thougli they be a re-

bellious house.'" And the prophet Zephaniah exhorts the people ' to seek righte-

ousness and meekness;' and, as the consequence thereof, says, ' It may be ye shall

be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. 'p The apostle also speaks of theuncertamty of

the divine dispensations of grace, when he advises Timothy, ' in meekness, to in-

struct those that oppose themselves, if God, peradventure, will give them repent-

ance, to the acknowledging of the truth.' i This language, it is alleged, is directly

contrary to the unalterable necessity of events, depending upon the divine pui-pose,

according to the doctrine of election.

As to the former part of this objection, in which the doctrine is pretended to

have taken its rise from, and to be agreeable to, that of the Stoics concermng fate

and destiny, it will not be much to our purpose to inquire what was the opinion of

that sect of philosophers concerning it. Indeed, it will be difficult to fix on such a

view of that doctrine as will be agreed to by all. Some are of opinion, that many of

the Stoics intended nothing else than that God's purposes are immutable, and that

the dispensations of his providence are a necessary execution of them. It is un-

derstood also that when they speak of him as bound by the laws of fate, they mean

that he cannot act contrary to what himself has determined."- Had the Stoical

doctrine been universally explained in this sense, it would not have done our oppo-

nents much service, to compare it with the doctrine of election ;
for it would only

have proved the agreeableness of the doctrine of the immutability of God's pur-

pose relating to all events, to the light of nature, as some of the heathen were

thereby instructed in it. But as this does not appear to be the sense of all the

Stoics about the doctrine of fate, and as some of them understood it m the same

sense as is represented in the objection, we cannot but oppose it, and assert the

doctrine of election to be very remote from it. In an.'^wer to this part of the ob-

iection we need only explain what we mean, when we maintain the necessity of

events,' as founded on the will of God. We are far from asserting that there is a

necessary connection between second causes and their respective eff"ects
;

for, as

regards these, some effects are produced arbitrarily, by the wiU of intelligent crea-

tures When we call any thing a necessary cause, producing cfi'ects according to

its own nature, we suppose that it is agreeable to the order or course of nature,

which was fixed by God. All that we pretend to prove, is the dependence of things

on the divine will, and the necessity of God's purposes taking effect. A\ e say that

what is arbitrary or contingent, or what might be or not be, as depending on or

relating to second causes, is eventually necessary, as it is an accomphshmeut of

the divine purpose. Hence, we always distinguish between things being contin-

gent with respect to us, and their being so with respect to God. Accordingly,

thou<-h the words, ' it may be,' or ' peradventure.' may be applied to the apparent

event of things, they can never be applied to the fulfilling of the divine wiU.

1, Jer xxxvi. 3 o Ezek. xii. 3. p Zeph. ii. 3. q 2 Tim. ii. 25.

r Vid. Senec. de ProV. cap. 5. August, de Civ. Dei, Lib. v. cap. 1. and 8. Lips. Phjs. StoiC

Lib. i. Diss. 12.
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As to the scripture's speaking concerning the uncertainty of future events, in

those texts meutioned in the objection, these, and all others in which such a mode
of speaking is used, may be explained, by distinguishing between what might rea-

sonably have been expected to be the event of things, supposing men had not been

given up to the blindness of their minds and the hardness of their hearts, to act

below the dictates of reason, without consulting their own safety and happiness or

expressing their gratitude to God, and what would be the real event of things,

which God was not pleased to reveal, and which therefore was unknown to them.

Thus, when the pi'ophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel represented the repentance and re-

formation of Israel, as an uncertain event, and spoke of their forgiveness and their

deliverance from captivity, connected with it, in these dubious terms, * It may be

they will consider and return, every man from his evil way,' their words imply that

the event was what might have been reasonably expected by men, though it was

no matter of uncertainty to the heart-searching God, who knoweth the end from

the beginning, and perfectly foresees what will be the event of things, which, in

various respects, are under the direction of his providence. Though it could hard-

ly be thought by men, that such an admonition should be treated with such con-

tempt, yet God knew how they would behave themselves. There was no perad-

venture with respect to his judgment of it. He knew that they would not repent;

otherwise he would have inclined their wills, and effectually have persuaded them
to exercise this grace, and thereby have prevented his expectation or deter-

mination from being disappointed or frustrated. It may, perhaps, be objected,

that, accordhig to this sense of the text, the prophet's message to the people would

have been to no purpose, and his ministry among them exercised in vain ; or that

it was contrary to the wisdom and goodness of God to make this overture to them,

when he knew it would not be complied with. But the great God is not bound to

decline asserting his right to man's obedience, or requiring that which is a just

debt to him, though he know that they will not comply with his demand. Indeed,

this objection cannot be maintained without supposing, that, when the gospel is

preached to man, the glory of the divine wisdom and goodness cannot be secured,

unless we conclude either that God doth not know whether man will embrace it or

not, which is contrary to his omniscience, or that he determines that all to whom
the gospel is preached, shall embrace it, which is contrary to matter of fact. But
there may be a medium between these, which vindicates the divine perfections

:

God may order that the gospel should be preached, and thereby assert his sover-

eignty, and unalienable right to their obedience. Accordingly, there may be a
small remnant among them, in whom God designs that his message shall take

effect. And will any one say, that because the goodness of God was not demon-
strated to all, no glory was brought to that perfection ? If it be farther said, that

supposing there were some who turned from their evil ways, the captivity, which
was threatened, was not thereby prevented, and therefore the promise relating to

their deliverance was not accomplished ; wo reply, that as God did not give them
ground to expect this blessing, unless repentance should be more universal than it

really was, so he had various ways to testify his regard to those who should receive

advantage by his message, for whose sake it was principally intended.

As for that scripture in which God advises his people to ' seek righteousness and
meekness,' and in which, as the consequence of this, he says, ' It may be ye may
be hid in the day of the Lord's fierce anger;' the meaning is, that they who were
enabled to exercise these graces, should eitlier have some instances of temporal de-

liverance vouchsafed to them, or, if not, that they should have no reason to com-
plain that the exercise of the graces was altogether in vain.

As for that scripture in which the apostle bids Timothy exhort those that oppose
the gospel, ' if, peradventure, God would give them repentance to the acknowledg-
ing of the truth;' the meaning is, that it was uncertain to Timothy whether God
would give this grace or not ; and therefore he must preach the gospel, whatever
should 1)0 the event thereof. Yet, it was no matter of uncertainty, with respect to
God ; who must be supposed to know what grace he designs to bestow. The event
of things may be dubious to us, and yet be certain with respect to him.

4. Another objection against the doctrine of election and reprobation, is, that it
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is altogether inconsistent with the preaching of the gospel. If God, it is said, has

determined the final state of man, so that his purpose cannot he altered, it is a pre-

posterous thing, not to say illusory, for grace to bo ottered to the chief of sinners.

This must certainly argue, that it is possible to be attained by them. And since

the overture is universal, we must conclude that God has put all mankind into a

salvable state, and consequently not excluded any from salvation by his peremptory

and unchangeable decree. To what purpose, it is asked, are the promises of the

gospel held forth to all that sit under the sound of it, if it be impossible for them

to attain the blessings promised in it? Or what regard could men be supposed to

have to the promises, if they were not a declaration of God's purpose ? On the

other hand, it is added, the threatenings denounced would be as little regarded, as

an expedient to deter men from sinning, if, according to this doctrme of election,

their state were unalterably fixed by God.

That we may proceed with clearness in answering this objection, we shall first

show what we mean by preaching the gospel. The gospel is nothing else but a de-

claration of God's revealed will and of our duty in obedience to it ; and this gospel is

to be made known,—particularly what relates to the salvation of men, and the way

which God has ordained in order to their attaining it. Now when this salvation is

said to be offered in the gospel, we intend nothing else, but that a declaration is made

to sinners, that there are many invaluable privileges which Christ has purchased for

all those whom God has purposed to save, and which he will in his own time and

way apply to them. And as we cannot describe them by name, and no unregen-

erated person has ground to conclude that he is of that number, there is a farther

declaration to be made, that God has inseparably connected this salvation to which

he has chosen them, with faith and repentance and the exercise of all other graces.

And as these are God's gift, and to be prayed for, and expected, in a diligent at-

tendance on all his ordinances, so they are to be considered as the marks and evi-

dences of men's being chosen to salvation. Without these evidences, it is certain-

ly a vain and presumptuous thing for any one to pretend that he has a right to sal-

vation, as the object of God's eternal election.—Again, no one who preaches the

gospel, has any warrant from God to tell any individual that, whether he repents and

believes or not, he shall be saved, or to direct his discourse to him as one who is

chosen to salvation ; much less to give the impenitent sinner occasion to conclude,

that, though he obstinately and finally remain in a state of rebellion against God,

he may still hope to be saved, because there is a number of mankind chosen to

salvation. This is not to declare God's revealed will, but that which is directly

contrary to it, and therefore not to preach the gospel. Hence, all who sit under

the sound of the gospel, ought to look upon it as a declaration of God's design to

save a part of mankind under its preaching, and among them the chief of sinners,

which they have sufticient ground to conclude themselves to be. A door of hope

is so far opened, that they have no reason to conclude that they are rejected, any

more than that they are elected. While they wait on God's instituted means of

grace, they have at least this encouragement, that, peradventure, they may be of

the number of God's elect. And when they find in themselves that faith which is

the evidence of their being so, and are enabled to make their calling and thereby

their election sure, they may then determine their mterest in, and lay clann to

this privilege. As for the promises and threatenings, these ai"e to be con-sidered by

unregenerated persons, without determining their right to the one, or falhng under

the other, as elected or rejected. That is a point which is still supi.osed to be a

secret. They are, therefore, to regard the promise, as a declaration of God's pur-

pose relating to the connection that there is between faith and salvation, and as an

inducement to perform the one, in expectation of the other. As for the threaten-

ings, tliough they determine the present state of impenitent sinners to be such that

they are undone and miserable, tliey are not to be extended to those events which

are hid in the purpose of God, so as to give any one giound to conclude that he is

finally excluded from salvation ; for final exclusion is inseparably connected only

with final impenitency and unbelief.
. . .

5. It is farther objected, that the doctrine of election and reprobation is, in many

instances, subversive of practical religion. It is alleged to be inconsistent with
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the duty of prayer. For if God, it is said, has determined to save a. person, he

has no need to ask a blessing which is already granted ; and if he has determined

to reject him, his prayer will be in vain. It is farther supposed to lead to presump-

tion on the one hand, or to despair on the other,—election to presumption, repro-

bation to despair. It is alleged, also, to lead to licentiousness, or to be inconsistent

with our using endeavours that we may be saved. For to what purpose, it is asked,

do persons strive to enter in at the strait gate, when all their endeavours will be

inetfectual, if they are not elected? or to what purpose do they use any endeavours

to escape the wrath of God due to sin, if they are appointed to wrath, and so

must necessarily perish ?

This objection is, beyond measure, shocking. It is no wonder that a doctrine

which is supposed to have such consequences attending it, is treated with the ut-

most degree of detestation. But as the greatest part of the objections against it

are mere misrepresentations, it is no difficult matter to reply to them, to the con-

viction of those who are disposed to judge impartially of the matter in controversy.

We shall proceed to reply to the several branches of this objection.

As to what concerns the duty of prayer, when we are engaged in it, we are not

to suppose that we are to deal with God in such a way as when we have to do with

men, whom we suppose to be undetermined, and who may be moved by entreaties

to alter their present resolutions, and to give us what we ask. To suppose this

would be to conceive of God as altogether such a one as ourselves. Nor are we to

conclude, that he has not determined to grant the thing for which we pray to

him ; for that would be presumptuously to enter into his secret purpose, he

having nowhere told us that we shall be denied the blessings we want. On the

contrary, as an encouragement to prayer, he has told us that there is forgiveness

with him, and mercy for the chief of sinners; and, besides this, he has given us far-

ther ground to hope for a gracious answer to prayer, where he gives a heart to seek

him. We are hence to behave ourselves, in this duty, as those who pretend not to

know God's secret purpose, but rather who desire to wait for some gracious inti-

mation, or token for good, that he will hear and answer our prayer. His secret

purpose, therefore, is no more inconsistent with this duty, than if, with those who
deny the doctrine we are maintaining, we should conclude that, as relates to the

answering of prayer, there is no previous determination with God.

As to our doctrine leading to presumption or despair, there is no ground to con-

clude that it has a tendency to either. It cannot lead to presumption, inasmuch

as election is not discovered to any one till he believes. An unconverted person

has no ground to presume and conclude that all is well with him, because he is

elected ; for that is boldly to determine a thing that he knows nothing of. The
objection, with respect to such, supposes that to be known which remains a secret.

On the other hand, men have no ground to despair, on a supposition that they are

finally rejected. It is one thing to be in a state of unregeneracy, and another

thing to be the object of the decree of reprobation. The latter no one can or

ouglit to determine concerning himself, so long as he is in this world ; especially

if we consider him as enjoying the means of grace, and as having thereby a door

of hope open to him. God has pleased to declare, in the gospel, that he will re-

ceive sinners who repent and believe in him, how unworthy soever they are.

Hence, such are not to conclude that their state is desperate, though it be

exceedingly dangerous, but are to wait for the efficacy of the means of grace,

and for those blessings which accompany salvation. As to those that are in

a converted state, our doctrine is far from having a tendency to lead them
either to presumption or to despair. On the contrary, it leads them to thank-

fulness to God, for his discriminating grace ; and when persons experience

this, they are not only encouraged to hope for farther blessings, but to perform

those duties whereby they may express their gratitude. Presumption, however, is

the only thing which it is pretended election leads them to. But this cannot be
the natural consequence or tendency of it. If they presume that they shall be saved,

this is not to be reckoned a crime in them. That presumption which is supposed
in the objection to be a crime, consists in a person's expecting a blessing without
reason ; but this is contrary to the supposition that he is a believer. It would be
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a strange method of reasoning, to infer that he who has ground to conclude that he

has a right to eternal life, from those marks and evidences of grace which he finds

in himself, is guilty of a sinful presumption when he is induced to lay claim to it.

The sense of the objection, therefore, must be this, that a believer, having been

once enabled to conclude himself elected, may take occasion, supposing that his

work is done and his end answered, to return to his former wicked life, and yet

Btill presume tliat he shall be saved. Now, his doing so would \)v a certain indica-

tion that he had no ground to conclude that he was in a saved s.^tc-, but was mis-

taken when he thought he had. The doctrine of election cannut lead a believer,

as such, to presumption. The objection whi(;h supposes that it docs, is founded on

one of two mistakes, either that every one who is elected to salvation knows his

interest in this privilege, as though it were immediately revealed to him, without

his inferring it from any marks and evidences of grace which he finds in himself,

or that it is impossible for any one who thinks that he believes, and thence con-

cludes that he is elected, to appear afterwards to have been mistaken in the judg-

ment which he then passed upon himself. But each of these contains a misrepre-

sentation of the consequences of the doctrine of election. Nor is there any regard

had to that necessary distinction which there is, between a person's being chosen

to eternal life, and his being able to determine himself to be interested in this

privilege. The objection is contrary also to what we have already considered, that

whenever God chooses to the end, he chooses to the means, which are inseparably

connected with it. This is the only rule whereby we are warranted, when apply-

ing it to ourselves, to conclude that we shall be saved.

Farther, it cannot, in the least, be proved that the doctrine of election has any

tendency to lead persons to licentiousness, or is inconsistent with our using the ut-

most endeavours to attain salvation. If it be said, that many vile persons take oc-

casion from it, to give the reins to their corruption, their doing so is not the natural

or necessary consequence of the doctrine. There is no truth but may be abused.

The apostle Paul did not think the doctrine of the grace of God, which he so strenu-

ously maintained, was less true or glorious, because some drew this vile consequence

from it,
' Let us continue in sin, that grace may abound. '« As for those means

which God has ordained to bring about the salvation of his people, we are obliged

to attend upon them, though we know not beforehand what will certainly be the

event. And if, through the blessing of God accompanying them, we are eftectually

called and sanctified, and thereby enabled to know our election, this will, agree-

ably to the experience of all true believers, have a tendency to promote holiness.

6. It is farther objected, and that more especially against the doctrine of repro-

bation, that it argues God to be the author of sin, and particularly in such instances

as these,—tUe first entrance of sin into the world, God's imputing the sin of our first

parents to all their posterity, and afterwards suffering it to make such a progress

as it has done ever since, and, most of all, when it is supposed that this is not only

the result of the divine purpose, but that it also respects the blinding of men's

minds, and the hardening of their hearts, and so rendering their final impenitency

and perdition unavoidable.

As to what concerns the first entrance of sin into the world, it cannot reasonably

be denied, that the purpose of God was concerned about it, before it was committed,

in the same sense as his actual providence was afterwards, namely, in permittmg,

though not eff"ecting it. Yet this was not the cause of the committing of it. A
bare*permission has no positive efficiency in order to commission. The not hin-

dering or restraining a wicked action, does not render him the author of it. It is

true, God knew how man would behave himself, particularly that he would mis-

improve and forfeit that original righteousness in which he was created, and that, by

this means, he would contract that guilt which was the consequence, and thereby

render himself liable to his just displeasure. To deny this, would be to deny that

he from eternity foreknew that which he knew in time. And so far as the actual

providence of God was conversant about what was natural in the entrance of sin, so

far his purpose determined that it should be ; but neither does this argue him to

Rom. vi. I.
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be the author of sin. This, hoM^ever, will be farther considered, when we speak

concerning the actual providence of God under a following Answer.*

As to that part of the objection which respects the imputing of the sin of our

first parents to all their posterity, it is more frequently than any other brought

against this doctrine. The doctrine is generally represented in the most indefen-

sible terms, without making any abatements as to the degree of punishment that

was due to sin. Accordingly our opponents think that we can hardly have the front

to affirm, that our arguments in defence of it are agreeable to the divine perfec-

tions, as we pretend those others are which have been brought in its defence. But
I hope we shall, in its proper place, to which we shall refer it," be able to main-

tain the doctrine of original sin in consistency with the divine perfections, as well

as with scripture. All that I shall say at present is, that if the doctrine of original

sin be so explained as that it does not render God the author of sin, his purpose

relating to it, which must be supposed in all respects to correspond with it, does

not argue him to be the author of it.

As to the progress of sin in the world, and the proneness of all mankind to rebel

against God, this, as was formerly observed concerning sin in general, is the object

of his permissive, but not his effective will. There is, indeed, this difference between

God's suffering sin to enter the world at first, and his suffering the continuance or

increase of it, that at first he dealt with man as an innocent creature, and only left

him to the mutability of his own will, having before given him a power to retain

his integrity. But the fallen creature is become weak, and unable to do anything

that is good in all its circumstances ; and afterwards is more and more inclined to

sin, by contracting vicious habits and persisting in them. Now, though God's leaving

man to himself at first, wheft there was no forfeiture made of his preventing grace,

must be reckoned an act of mere sovereignty, his leaving sinners to themselves

may be reckoned an act of justice, as a punishment of sin before committed.

Neither of these, however, argues him to be the author of sin ; nor does the purpose

of God relating to them give the least occasion for such an inference.—Again, we
must distinguish between the occasion and the cause of sin. God's providential

dispensations, though unexceptionably holy and righteous, are often the occasion

of sin. Thus his afflictive hand sometimes occasions the corruptions of men to

break forth, in repining at and quarrelling with his providence ; and his giving

outward blessings to one which he withholds from another, gives occasion to

some to complain of the injustice of his dealings with them ; and the strictness and
holiness of his law, gives occasion to corrupt nature to discover itself in the blackest

colours. The apostle plainly evinces this truth, when he says, ' Sin taking occa-

sion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.'^ Indeed,

there is nothing in the whole compass of providence, or in the methods of the divine

government therein, but may be, and often is, an occasion of sin in wicked men.
But certainly it is not the cause of sin. The clemency of a prince may occasion a
rebellion among his subjects, but it is the vile ingratitude and wickedness of their

nature which is the spring and cause of the rebellion. So the providence of God,
and consequently his purpose, which is executed thereby, may be the occasion of

sin, and yet the charge that God is hereby argued to be the author of sin, is alto-

gether groundless.

As to what is farther objected relating to the purpose of God to blind the minds
and harden the hearts of men, and to lead to that final impenitency which is the

consequence, God forbid that we should assert that this is a positive act in him.

So far, however, as the doctrine implies nothing but his determining to deny that

grace which would have had the contrary effect, or his providence relating to that

denial, it does not give any countenance to the objection, or weaken the force of

the arguments which we have already laid down, and which are very consistent

witli it.

7. There is another objection, which is generally laid down in so moving a way,
that, whether the argument be just or not, the style is adapted to affect the minds
of men with prejudice against the doctrine we are maintaining. The objection is,

t See Queii. xviii. u See Quest, xxi. xxii. x Rom. vii. 8.
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that our doctrine is inconsistent with God's judicial proceedings against the wicked

in the day of judgment, and that it will afford the sinner a plea, m which he maj

speak to this effect: • Lord, I sinned by a fatal necessity. It was impossible for

me to avoid th^t which thou art now offended with me for ; it was what thou didst

decree should come to pass. I have been told that thy decrees are unalterable,

and that it is as possible to change the course of nature, or to remove the moun-

tains which thou hast fixed with thy hand, as to alter thy purpose. Wilt thou

condemn one who sinned and fell pursuant to thy will ? Dost thou will that men

should sin and perish, and then lay the blame at their door, as though they were

culpable for doing what thou hast determined should be done ?'

This objection supposes that the decree of God lays a necessary constraint on

the wiU ot man, and forces it to sin. If the objectors could make it appear that it

does this, no reply could be made. But this is so to represent the argument we

are maintaining, that no one who has just ideas of our doctrine would ever under-

stand it ; and it is directly contrary to the method of explaining it which we have

pursued We have already proved, in our answer to the third objection, that sin

is not necessary in that sense in which the objectors suppose it to be, or that,

though the decree of God renders events necessary, yet it does not take away the

efficiency of second causes, and that therefore the purpose of God relating to any

event is not to be pleaded as an excuse for sin, or as a ground of exemption Irom

punishment. We read of the Jews, that ' with wicked hands they crucified our

Saviour Now, while the crime was their own, the event is expressly said to have

been done by, or in pursuance of, ' the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of

God 'y He foreknew what they would do, and purposed not to prevent it
;
yet he

did not force their will to commit it. Elsewhere God says concerning Israel,

' Thou heardest not ;
yea, thou knewest not ;

yea from that time thine ear was not

opened ;' and then he adds, ' I knew that thou wouldest deal very treacherously. '

Israel might liave pleaded that God knew beforehand how they would behave them-

selves, and so have thrown the blame on him for not preventing the foreseen event,

but suffering them to go on in their destructive way, with as much reason as the

sinner is supposed, in the objection, to plead in the day of judgment that the doc-

trine we are maintaining exculpates him from his guilt.

Aeain, the immutability of the divine purpose, whatever has been said con-

cevmnsr it, does not give the least countenance to any one s charging Ins sin on

God We have, in answer to the last objection, proved, that it does not render

him the author of sin. Hence, man's destruction must lie at his own door, it is

one thin? to say, that it is in the sinner's power to save himselt, and another thing

to say, that the sin he commits is not wilful, and therefore that guilt is not con-

tracted. Hence, no matter of excuse, according to the import of the objection, is

afforded to the sinner.

Practical Inferences from the Doctrine of Election.

We are now to consider some things which may be inferred from the doctrine we

have been insisting on ; and how it is to be practically improved by us, to the gJory

of God, and our spiritual advantage.
. ^ *• „ +„:„

From the methods taken to oppose and decry it, by misrepresentations contam-

inff little less than blasphemy, we infer, that in whatever degree unjust consequen-

cef deduced from a doctrine may be an hinderance to its obtaining in the world,

they will not render it less true or defensible, and ought not to prejudice the minds

of men against the sacred writings or religion in genera . »;-.7^1 -"P^^l^^^^^,

produced in defence of this doctrine, and others in opposition to it
;
and the utmost

caution has not been used to reconcile the sense given of these with the natural

idea which we have of the divine perfections. Many also in defending one side

of the que tiln, have made use of unguarded expressions, or called that a scripture-

doctrU whlh is remote from being s"o ; and others in opposition to t -.. ha- -th

too much assurance, charged their opponents with consequences winch are neither

avowed by them, nor justly deduced from their method of reasoning. The unthinking

y Acts ii. 23. ' 1"- »!""• ^'
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and irreligious part of mankind have hence taken occasion, with the Deists, to set

themselves against revealed religion, or to give way to scepticism, as though there

were nothing certain or defensible in religion ; and take occasion to make it the

subject of satire and ridicule. But passing this by, though it is a matter very

much to be lamented, we shall consider this doctrine as rendered less exception •

able, or more justly represented. Accordingly, we may infer from it, that as it is

agreeable to the divine perfections, so it has the greatest tendency to promote
practical godliness. For,

1. God's having foreordained whatever comes to pass, should lead us to an

humble submission to his will, in all the dispensations of his providence. When
we consider that nothing, in this respect, comes by chance, the reflection should

have a tendency to quiet our minds, and silence all our murmuring and uneasy

thoughts, whatever afflictions we are exposed to. We are too apt to complain

sometimes of second causes, as though all our miseries took their rise from these
;

and, at other times, to afflict ourselves beyond measure, as apprehending that those

proper means have not been used which might have prevented them. So Martha
tells our Saviour, ' If thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.'* We ought

rather to consider, however, that all befalls us in pursuance of God's purpose.

Had he designed to have prevented our affliction, he would have directed to

other means conducive to that end, or would have imparted to those which were
used their desired success. We use the means, as not knowing what is the secret

purpose of God with respect to the event ; but when that purpose is made known
to us, it should teach us to acquiesce in, and be entirely resigned to, the divine will.

2. When we cannot see the reason or understand the meaning of the dispensations

of divine providence, and are not able to pass any judgment concerning future

events, whether relating to ourselves or others, and when all things look with a

very dismal aspect, as to what concerns the interest and church of God in the

world, we must be content to wait till he is pleased to discover them to us. Often,

as our Saviour said to one of his disciples,^ what he does, ' we know not now, but

shall know hereafter.' It is no wonder that we are at a loss as to God's purposes,

since secret things belong to him. Hence, all that we are to do, in such a case

as has been supposed, is to rest satisfied that all things shall, in the end, appear
to have a tendency to advance his own perfections, and bring about the salvation

of his people.

3. Since the purpose of God respects the means as well as the end, we ought to use

proper means by which we may hope to obtain grace and glory. The doctrine of

election does not lead us to sloth and indifference in religion ; for that is to suppose

that the end and means are separated in God's purpose. And when, through his

blessing attending them, the ordinances or means of grace are made effectual for

the working of faith and all other graces, the connexion of these, in God's pur-
pose, witli glory, ought to encourage our hope relating to the end of faith, even
the salvation of our souls.

4. Let us take heed that wo do not peremptorily, without ground, conclude our-

selves elected to eternal life on the one hand, or rejected on the other. To deter

mine that we are chosen to salvation, before we are efl'ectually called, is presump-
tuously to enter into God's secret counsels, which we cannot, at present, have a
certain and deternunate knowledge of ; and to lay this as a foundation, as to what
concerns tlie conduct of our lives, is often of very pernicious tendency. If, as the

.result of this conclusion, we take encouragement to go on in sin, we sliall cut the

sinews of all religion, and expose ourselves to blindness of mind, and hardness of

lieart, and a greater degree of impcnitency and unbelief, as the consequence of

bold presumption and affront to the divine Majesty. Nor, on the other hand, are

we to conclude that we are not elected. For though we may be in suspense about

the event of things, and not know whether we are elected or rejected, our suspense

is hot inconsistent with our using endeavours to attain a good hope, through grace.

To determine that we are not elected, is to conclude against ourselves, that all

endeavours will be to no purpose ; and this we have no ground to do, since it is

a Jolui xi. 21. b John xiii. 7.
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one thing to conclude that we are in a state of unrcgencracy, and another thing
to determine that we are not elected. The consequence of our concluding that
we are in an unconverted state, ought to be our praj'ng, waiting, and hopnig for

the efhcacj of divine grace, whicli extends itself to the chief of sinners as a relief

against despair, though such can have no ground to say that they are elected.
The safest way, and that which is most conducive to the ends of religion, is to be
firmly persuaded, that though the final state of man be certainly determined by
God, yet the divine purpose is to be no rule for an unregenerated person to take
]iis measures from, any more than if the event were a matter of uncertainty, and
in all respects undetermined.

5. Let us, according to the apostle's advice, ' Give diligence to make our calling
and election sure.'"^ It is certainly a very great privilege for us, not merely to

know that some were chosen to eternal life, but to be able to conclude that we are
of tliat happy number. In order to this, we must not expect to have an extraor-
dinary revelation, or to find ourselves described by name in scripture. The rule

by which we are to judge of this matter, is our inquiring whether we have those
marks or evidences of being elected wdiich scripture exhibits. Hence, we are, by
a diligent and impartial self-examination, to endeavour to know whether we are
called or enabled to perform the obedience of faith, which God is said to elect his

people to ; whether we are holy and without blame before hiin in love ; whether
we have the temper and disposition of the children of God, as evidence of our be-
ing chosen to the adoption of children ; and whether, as such, we are conformed to

the image of Christ.

6. If we have ground to conclude that we are chosen to eternal life, we ought to
improve this to the glory of God, and our own spiritual advantage. It ought to

put us upon admiring and adoring the riches of discriminating grace ; and it also
imposes upon his people the highest obligation to walk humbly with God, as weU
as thankfully. It is owing to his grace not only that they are chosen to eternal
life, but that they are enabled to discern their interest in this privilege.

c 2 Pet. i. 10.

[Note 2 U. The Foreknowledge of God.— If we view the divine foreknowledge in the light simplj
of prescience or prevision, it oueLt not to be distinguished, as to its own nature, from the divine
knowledge. What intiinsic difTeieiice—what difference as respects the Deitv himself can there
be between knowing and foreknowing? There is none. The difference has reference only to the
creature—to those distinctions of time which apply only to what is created or to our analytical
method of comprehending any matter relating to Deity by its practical manifestation. Whatever
God knows now, he knew from eternity. There is no change, no succession of ideas, no capability
of enlargement or modification, in his knowledge. When predicated of him in eternity, and when
predicated of him now, it is strictly the same. We think of the divine omniscience surveying things
as present, and call it knowledge ; we think of that omniscience surveying the same things as fu-
ture, and call it foreknowledge. The distinction, so far as there is one, exists solely in our own
minds, in our method of comprehension ; and has no reference to the omniscience itself, which, view
it as we will and name it as we may, is, in all respects, one.

But scripture very often uses the word knowledge, as applied to God, in a widely different sense
from that of omniscience,—in a sense implving agency, love, approbation. What God approves, he
is, in this sense, said to kfiow ; and what he disapproves, he is, in the same sense, said not to know.
Multitudes of texts might be quoted which speak of his knowledge of approbation, and which can-
not be construed to speak sim|>ly of his omniscience ; but the few which Dr. Ridgelev mentions,
are suflicient as a specimen, ^'ow•, as there is perfect identity between God's knowledge of intelli-

gence, and his foreknowledge of intelligence; so there stems perfect identity between his know-
ledge of approbation, and bis foreknowledge of approbation. Whatever he approves now, he ap
proved from eternity; whatever he recognises with complacency in the course ot time, he recog-
nised with complacency before the foundation of the world. All things, which are the objects ot bis

approving knowledge now, were the objects of his eternal approving foreknowledge.
Now kno\^ ledge, in the sense of approbation, has reference to all Goii's own works, to all

things which arise from his own immeiliate agency. He contemplates tlies-e, when they are done,
and pronounces them 'very pood;' and he contemplated them when \et future, and pronounced
them to be what he had resolved to make them, and what they actually became. All bis own
works are marked by infinite wisdom, holiness, and beneficence; and all are necessarily known to
him with the knowle(!ge of approbation or complaciiicy. But to approve, supposes an object to be
approved ; and an object to be approved, as regards the Creator of all tbiniis, supposes something
to be created, something to be performed, or a purpose to create or perform it. Ail objects of ap-
probation, all things truly good, all creatures, all nmijifestations of excellence, are Iroin God. himself.
The possible existence, the actual production, of all depended wholly on the divine will. God alone
is ' the Creator of the ends of the earth ;' be is the source of all being, all exo Umce, all exi»ten«e und

I. 2 8



322 THE DECREES OF GOD.

properties which are objects of his divine approbiition. What he knows, therefore, in the wny of

approval or complacency, is necessarily the result of his own purpose,—'the good pleasure of his own
will.' Approbation or coinplacency supposes objects of excellence ; objects of excellence suppose

divine agency ; and divine agency supposes a will or determination in Deity to act. God's know-

ledge of approbation thus rests, in the order of the fultilment of events, upon his will or purpose as

the source, producer, or giver of all good.

But what, when viewed in the light of God's unchangeableness and eternity, is his knowledge

of approbation ? Is it different in its nature or in the basis on which it rests, from the same know-
ledge when viewed as conten)[)lating objects in the course of time? Surely not. There is no
distinction of past and present in the approbation, any more than in the intelligence, of the divine

mind. His foreknowledge, in the sense of approbation, as truly as in the sense of intelligence, is

the same thing as his knowledge. We may easily see, then, the force and beauty of those texts

which speak of the i'orikno" ledge of God. Peter describes believers as ' elect, according to the

foreknowledge of God the Father.' They were elect, not as contemplated in the light of persons

possessing worth or pertorming obedience of their own, but as contemplated in the light of objects

of God's sovereign love,—objects of the impartation from himself of all the excellence which they

possess,—otjects which his own purpose had resolved to bless with his influences and complacency.

Paul'sajs, 'God hath not cast away bis people whom he foreknew.' They were God's people in

fulfilment of his purpose to make them such; his people, whom, in virtue of his determination to

create them anew in Christ Jesus unto good works, he regarded with an everlasting love. The
same apostle -'ays, ' For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be contormed to the

image of his Son, that he might be the first-born among many brethren. Moreover, whom be did

predesi^nate. them he also called ; and whom he called, them he also justified ; and whom he justi-

fied, them he also glorified.' Calling and justifying, in the order of occurrence, precede practical

Christianity, personal holiness, the actual living character of spiritual children, or ' conformity to

the image of God's Son.' Predestination to the last, therefore, cannot rest on prescience or pre-

vision of calling and justification. But whom God foreknew—whom he regarded as ' his own
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works which he before ordained that they should

walk in them'—whom he contemplated with everlasting love as objects destined to receive from
him the saving influences of his grace and beautifying impartations of excellence—them he predes-

tinated to personal holiness, calling, justification, and glory.

—

Ed.]
[Note 2 V. Election in Christ.— Dr. Ridgeley says, ' We are not to suppose that the apostle in-

tends by our being " chosen in Christ," that we are chosen for the sake of Christ, as though any of

his mediatorial acts were the ground or reason of our being chosen.' What he means, as may be

inferred from his illustration, is, that the work of Christ dul not ' purchase' election, or that the

love and grace of God which election displays are free and sovereign. Now it is assuredly true

that election, or the divine love which it manifests, was unpurchased and unpurchaseable,—that the

grace of God is free, sovereign, unconditional. But the execution of the purpose of election, no
less truly than the purpose itself, is unpurchased and free. ' Election,' says Dr. Ridgeley, 'is an

act of sovereign grace.' But so is justification,—so is the work of the Divine Spirit in the heart,

—so is the entire execution of the purpose of sovereign love. No blessing was purchased : every

blessing flows from the free love, the absolute mercy and grace o( God. What Christ purchased

was the church. He redeemed, not blessings, but persons: he bought, not pardon and peace and

glury, but the souls and bodies of his people. So far as Ireeness or absoluteness is concerned, the

actual bestowal of a bles>ing, and the divine purpose to bestow it, are the same in character. We
judge—as Dr. Ridgeley frequently and with justice remarks—we judge of the purpose of God by
its execution ; and we call the purpose of election unconditional of any merit in man, just because

we find the execution of it unconditional of any merit in man. But its intrinsic sovereignty—its

being altogether unconditional as respects man—is a totally different matter from its having no
reference to the work of Christ. What our Lord's redemptional work accomplished, was not the
purchase of the divine love or the purchase of salvation, but the magnifying of the divine law and
the making of it honourable,—the rendering of it a right and holy act on the part of God to pardon
the guilty,—the substitutionary enduring of the curse of the law, and the consequent purchase of

the souls of men from the captivity of guilt and sin. Justification is based upon the atonement,
not because the atonement purchased it, or purchased the grace displaced in it, but because it vindi-

cated and manifested the moral glory of the divine justice and holiness in giving pardon to the sin-

ner. Christ is made of God unto us justification, not because his redemptional work 'moved God
to mercy'— for the divine mercy is absolute—but because 'he became the end of the law for righte-

ousness to every one who believelh.' Now, where is the difTerence between the purpose of elec-

tion and the execution of the purpose? They arealike distinguished, on the one hand, by freeness,

unpurchasedness, absoluteness ; and have they not, on the other, a corresponding sameness of con-

nexion with the work of the Redeemer?
Election, view it as we may, is election to salvation ; and salvation implies a Saviour. It is

vain to institute metaphysical distinctions respecting ' the order of thought,' or 'the order of na-

ture;' and to debate what, in the scheme of redemption, is to be considered as an end, and what as

a means, and w hether the end or the means hold prior place in the <iivine purpose. The only

'order' of which the nature of the case or the statements of scripture admit a conception, or which
can tend to aid our comprehension, is the order of oc-currence—the order in which the purpose is

developed and executed. In relerence to the plan ot mercy, we speak of the divine purposes in the
plural number, only to aid our conceptions of the numerous objects to which one undivided pur-
pose of the divine mind referred. A luminous, and, in general, remarkably correct writer, who
maintains the same view as Dr. Ridgeley, justly says: ' In the divine mind there is no succession
of thoughts ;' and he implies that the purpose respecting the scheme of redemption, though multi-
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form in its development or execution, was infrinsicfiUy one. (Ste Lectures on Thcologv. h\ the

late Rev. John Dick. D D. Lcct. xxxv ) Why, then, should election and the work ol ('hrist.

or the purpose relating to salvation, anil the purpose relnting to tin- Sii\iour, he viewed apart ?

Scripture appears to coiwieet the one with the other so closely, so identically, that, to separate

them on its warrant, would seem as hopeli ss as to separate the work of Christ Irom the executioti

of election.— Believers were 'chosen in Christ before the loundation of the world, that they should

be holy, and without blame before him in love; having been pre<lestinated to the adoption ol chil-

dren by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise ol his grace,

wherein he hath made them accepted in the Beloved,' Eph. i. 4, (3. ' They are elect, according to

the forektiowledge of God the Father, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,'

1 Pet. i. 2. They were ' predestinated to be conformed to the image of God's Son, that he

might be the first-born among many brethren,' Rom. viii. 29. They are ' God's workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that they should walk
in them,' Eph. ii. 10. Any person fond of making arbitrary distinctions, might, on the authority

of these texts, assert just the opposite of Dr. Ridgelev's view; and say that, instead of tin- work
of Christ presupposing election, election presupposes the work of Christ. Union to the Saviour,

sprinkling of atoning blood, justification, adoption, obedience, good works, sanctification, conformi-

ty to the image of Christ, are the results on which the purpose of election expatiates; and all of

them imply, or, as a framer of distinctions might assert, they all presuppose, the appointment, oflii-es,

and work of the Redeemer. It is enough, however, that we view the purpose respecting salvation,

and the purpose respecting the Saviour, as one and inseparable. Just as the Saviour and salvation

are regarded in the execution of the purpose, so let them be regarded in the purpose itself. Then,

freed from the confusion of an unwarrantable or a useless distinction, and contemplating election in

Christ with a reference to its practical influence on the heart, believers will say with the apostle Paul,

* God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according

to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,' 2 Tim. i. 9.

Dr. Ridgeley does not sanction the distinction, which hementionsasmade by many writers, between

Christ as the Head of the elect, and Christ as their Redeemer. He had good reason to doubt its

soundness; jet, in rejecting it, he virtually abandons his doctrine as to the connexion between the

purpose of election and the work of Christ. There must be some sense in which believers were

'chosen in Christ,'—some sense in \\hich they are saved 'according to God's own purpose and grace,

which was given them in Christ Jesus before the world began.' Persons who deny that they

were 'chosen in Christ' as the Redeemer or Mediator, are obliged to assert that they were chosen in

him as their federal head. Yet, as Dr. Ridgeley hints, there is good reason to believe that Christ

is, in any sense. Head only and strictly as Mediator. All the passages, with one exception, u hich

speak of him as the Head, assert him to sustain that character in relation to his redeemid church,

and in immediate connexion with his redemptional work. The one exception is the passage which

says, ' Ye are complete in him who is the head of all principality and power' (Col. ii. 10.) ; and

this—which, at first sight, might seem to assert no connexion with Mediatorship, and even to

sanction the theory of those who talk of Christ's influences as Head being more extensive than his

influences as Mediator—is fully explained by a strictly parallel passage, which not only icentilies

the Headship over all principality and power with Christ's Mediatorial relation to the cliurch, but

even represents it as arising out of the completion of his redemptional work on earth: 'The
exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working ol his mighty

power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all piincipality, and power, and might, and dominion,

and every name that is named, not only in th s world, but also in that which is to come, and hath

put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is

his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all," Eph. i. 19—23.—Ed.]
[Note 2 W. The Necessity of the Divine Purpose.—What Dr. Ridgeley says respecting the pur-

pose of God being necessary, so far as it has truth or meaning, is just a re|utition of what he had

said, in a previous section, respecting the unchangeableness of the divine purpose. As to 'the

purpose of God rendering things necessary which are in themselves contingent and arbitrary, the

statement is utterly unwarrantable, and assumes a fiction or impossibility. There is no contin-

gency as regards God, no contingency ' in things themselves,' no possibility of objects coming into

existence apart from the divine will and power. That objects are in any sense things, that they

can exist at all, that they possess even the contingency or possibility of existing, and not merely

that they shall necessarily exist, depends solely on the will of God. Contingency or arbitrariness

has reference oidy to the limited knowledge and dependent w ill of man.

Dr. Ridgelej's distinction between the determining and the powerful will of God, if not unmean-

ing, is at least unnecessary and bewildering. By God's will as to a future event, we mean his pur-

pose; and by his power in effecting the event, we mean the execution of his purpose. But to call

the former the determining will ol God, and the latter his powerful will, onl\ parades an apparent

learnedness of phrase, and produces confusion or obscureness in the conceptions of a plain miml.

Dr. Ridgeley 's corresponding distinction between 'the purpose of God as ilie iiuernal moving

cause of salvation,' and ' the pow er of God as the immediate cause of it,' is still more objectionable.

Either the distinction, Ike a thousand others borrowed from the schoolmen, is sheer jarjion; or, it it

have a meaning, it is unaccordant with the view ever_\ where given in scripture of the moral basis of

salvation. Iiuleed, to speak of causes in the plural number, when the one agency of Deit\ is desig-

nated, or to represent various divine attributes as so many various causes, when one result of divine

acting is accounted for, is utterly inconsistent with correct notions either of Deity, of divine agency,

or of causation. Salvation ought, without any distribution of causes, to be ascribed simply to God;

or if viewed as the result of any special mode of divine acting or manifestation, it must be ascribed
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to God's love, his free mercy, his beneficent grace, the good pleasure of his own will and goodness.

_Ed.]
[Note 2 X. Divine Sovereignly and Equity— ' The purpose of God, in passing by a pmt of man-

kinci.' must not. as Dr. Ri(ij;eley teaclies. • be considered either as the result of bis soverrign

pleiisurt", or as an act of justice,' l)ut must be viewed as based purely and entirely on divine iqiiity.

^^h('M God wills to save man, to bestow l)lessiiigs on the creature, to bring salvation to the guilty,

he acts altogether unconditionally, or aicording to his own gooil pleasure; but when he wills to

wiililiold anv boon of his favour, or to inflict any privation, any suffering, any punishment, he acts

strictly with regard to the sufferer's desert. Toward those who are blessed by him. his dispensa-

tions are all pervaded by sovereignty; and tow;ird tlio>:e who are abandoned or afl[licted, his dis-

pensations are all pervaded by equity. ' Behold,' says the apostle, * the goodness and the severity

of Goil.' ;(;;j>)rT^'r>iTa kxi a-rarofiiav esou, the essential or sovereign beneficence of God, and ' cutting

off' b\ him. or his witliholding of blessiiigs and inflicting of punishment; 'on them which fell sever-

ity, but toward thee,' who standest, ' goodness,' Rom. xi. 22.

God's ' denying the means of grace,' or * deriving any blessing,' is hardly a suitable phrase.

Persons from whom blessings are withheld neither ask nor desire them : they, in fact, despise

them, or regard them with <iislike or repugnance, or cherish inclinations and practise superstitions

ot a contrary and antagonistic element. Blessings are not denied ; they are only not bestowed,

because unmerited, undesired, ami disliked. The withholding of them in all cases from guilty and

depraved man would have been simply equitable,—not an act of sovereignty, but an act of man's

deserving; and tlic withholding of them from a part of mankind, is not changed in character by the

sovereign bestowal of them on another part. 'J'hat God gives blessings to some men, is just because

'it seems good in his sight;' but that he withholds them from others, is because the parties have

forfeited them by their sins, and incurred his righteous displeasure. Equity alone has to do with

the will or dispensation of privation or punishment; and sovereignty has to do simply with the

positive bestovvment of unmerited good Ed.]

THE WORK OF CREATION.

Qdestion XIV. How doth God execute his decrees?

Answer. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence, according to bis

infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will.

Question XV. What is the work of creation ?

Answer. The work of creation is that, wherein God did, in the beginning, by the word of his

power, make, of nothing, the world, and all things therein, for himself, within the space of six

days, and all very good.

Having con.sidered God's eternal purpose, as respecting whatever shall come to

pass, which is generally called an internal or immanent act of the divine will, we
are now to consider those works which are produced by him in pursuance of it. It

is inconsistent witli the idea of an infinitely perfect Being, to suppose that any of

his decrees shall not take effect. ' Hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?'^
' His counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.'® This is a necessary

consequence from tlie immutability of his will, as well as from the end which he

has designed to attain, namely, the advancement of his own glory. If he should

not execute his decrees, he would lose that revenue of glory which he designed to

bring to himself. But this it cannot be suppo.sed tliat he would do. Accordingly

we are to consider his power as exerted, in order to the accomplishment of his pur

pose. This is said to have been done in the first production of all things, which is

called the work of creation, or in his upholding and gOA^erning all things, which is

his providence. Both these are to be particularly considered.

We shall first speak concerning the work of creation ; and inquire what we are

lO understand by (creation, and consider it as a work peculiar to God. Secondly,

Wc shall show that this work was not performed from eternity, but in the begin-

ning of time. Thirdly, Wc shall inquire liow God is said to create all things by
the word of his power. Fourthly, We sliaU consider the end for which he made
them, namely, for himself, or for his own glory. Fifthly, We shall consider thfe

time in which he made them. Lastly, We shall inquire into the quality or condi-

tion of creation, as all things are said to have been made very good.

d Numb, xxiii. 19. e lu. xlrL 10.
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The Meaning of the word ' Creation.*

It IS the application of the word ' creation ' to the things made, or some circum-
stances attending this action, that determine the sense of it. The Hebrew and
Greek words ^ bj which it is expressed, are sometimes used to signify the natural pro-
duction of things. Thus it is said, ' The people that shall be created,' speaking of
the generation to come, 'shall praise the Lord.'s Elsewhere, God says, ' I will judge
thee in the place where thou wast created,'^ that is, where thou wast born, in the
land of thy nativity. Sometimes the word is used to signify the dispensations of pro-
vidence, which, though they are the wonderful ettects of divine power, yet are taken
in a sense different from the first production of all things. Thus it is said, ' I form
the light, and create darkness ;'' metaphorical expressions which are explained in
the following words, ' I make peace, and create evil.' On the other hand, God's
creating is sometimes expressed by his 'making all things.' The word 'make, '.in its

common acceptation, is taken for the natural production of things ; though, in this

instance, it is used for the production of things which are supernatural. Thus it is

said, 'All things were made by him ;'^ and again, 'By the word of the Lord were
the heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. '^ It is thus
by the application of these words to the things produced, that we are more espe-
cially to judge of the sense of them. Accordingly, when God is said to create or
make the heavens and earth, or to bring things into being which before did not
exist, this is the most proper sense of the word 'creation.' In this sense we under-
stand it, in the head we are entering upon. It is the production of all things out
of nothing by his almighty word. This is generally called immediate creation

;

and was the first display of divine power, a work with which time began. So we
are to understand these words, ' In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth ;'"' that is, that first matter out of which all things were formed, which has
been neither increased nor diminished ever since, nor can be, whatever alterations
there may be made in things, without supposing, which we have no ground to do,
that there may be an act of the divine will to annihilate any part of it.

Again, creation is sometimes taken for God's bringing things into that form in
which they are. This is generally called a mediate creation, as in the account we
have of it in the first chapter of Genesis. There God is said, out of that matter
which he created at first, to create the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all living

creatures which move therein, after their respective kinds. This no finite wisdom
or power could have done. The work was supernatural, and so differs from the
natural production of things by creatures. They can produce nothing, but out of
other things which have in themselves a tendency, according to the fixed laws of
nature, to be made that which is designed to be produced out of tliem. "When a
plant or 'a tree is produced out of a seed, or when the form or shape of things is

altered by the skill of men, there is a tendency in the things themselves, in a
natural way, to answer the end designed by those who made them. In this respect
men are said to make, but not create those things. Creation, therefore, is a work
peculiar to God, from which all creatures are excluded. Accordingly, it is a glory
which God often appropriates to himself in scripture. Thus he is called, by way
of eminence, ' The Creator of the ends of the earth.'" And he says concerning
himself, with an unparalleled magnificence of expression, ' I have made the earth,

and created man upon it ; I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and
all their host have I commanded.'^ He is said, also, to have done this exclusively

of all others. Thus he says, ' I am the Lord that maketh all things, that stretch-

eth forth the heavens alone, that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself.''' Indeed,

it cannot be otherwise, since creation is a work of infinite power. It is hence too

great for any finite being, M'ho can act no otherwise but in proportion to the cir-

cumscribed limits of its own power, and who, at best but a natural agent, cannot
produce anything supernatural. We may infer, tlierefore, that no ci-eature was
an instrument made use of by God in the production of all things, or that infinite

f Kia rittl?, KTi^tiv, «roii/y, yinirSai. g Ps.il. (ii, 18. h Ezek. xxi. 30.

i Isa. xlv. 7- k John i. 3. 1 Fgal. .wxiii. G. m Gen. i. 1.

n Isa. xl. 28. o Isa. xlv. 12, p Isa. xliv. 24.
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power could not be exerted bj a finite medium. But this has been already con-

sidered under a foregoing answer.

Creation 7iot Eternal.

We are now to consider, that the work of creation was not performed from

eternity, but in the beginning of time. This we assert against some of the heathen

philosophers, who have, in their writings, defended the eternity of the world.'' They
were induced to do so by the low conceptions which they had of the power of God,

supposing that because all creatures or natural agents must have some materials to

work upon, and that, with respect to them, nothing can be made out of nothing,

the same principles must be viewed as applicable to God. This absurd opinion has

been imbibed by some who have pretended to the Christian name. It was main-

tained by Hermogenes about the middle of the second century, and, with a great

deal of spirit and argument, opposed by TertuUian. Among other things, that

Father observes, that philosophy, in some respects, had paved the way to heresy.^

Probably the apostle Paul was apprehensive that philosophy would have this ten-

dency, or that they who were bred up in the schools of the philosophers would—as

it is plain they often did, especially on the subject of creation—adapt their notions

in divinity to those which they had learned in the schools ; and therefore he says,

' Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy, and vain deceit, after the

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.'* They
who have defended the heathen notion repecting creation, have been divided in

their sentiments about it. Some suppose, in general, that matter was eternal, but

not brought into that form in which it now is, till God, by his almighty power,

produced a change in it, and so altered the form of things. Others suppose that

the world was in a form not much unlike to what it now is from eternity, and that

there were eternal successive ages and generations of men, and a constant alteration of

things,—some parts of the world at one time destroyed by deluges or fire or earth-

quakes, and other parts at another time ; and so that there was a kind of succes-

sion of generation and corruption,—former worlds lost and buried in ruins, all the

monuments of their antiquity perishing with them, and new ones arising in their

stead. This they assert as a blind to their ungrounded opinion, and as an answer

to the reasonable demand which might be made. If the world was eternal, how
comes it to pass that we know nothing of what was done in it in those ages which
went before that which we reckon the beginning of time ?

As to the schoolmen, though none of them have directly adopted this notion, which

is so notoriously contrary to scripture, yet some have very much confounded and
puzzled the minds of men with their metaphysical subtilties on the subject of creation.

Some have pretended to maintain that, though God did not actually create anything

before that beginning of time which is mentioned in scripture, yet that he might, had
he pleased, have produced things from eternity," because he had from eternity infinite

power and a sovereign will. This power, they say, might have been deduced into

act, and so there might have been an eternal production of things ; for to suppose

that infinite power cannot exert itself, is contrary to the idea of its being infinite.

To suppose, also, that God was infinitely good from eternity, implies that he might

have communicated being to creatures from eternity, in which his goodness would

have exerted itself. They farther argue, that it is certain that God might have

created the world sooner than he did ; so that, instead of its having continued in

being the number of years which it has done, it might have existed any other un-

limited number of years, or since, by an act of his will, it has existed so many

q See page 209.

r Of this opinion were Aristotle and bis followers; though he Hcknowledges that it was contrary

to the sentiments of all the philosophers who wire Ixfoie him. Viil. Arist. (ie Caclo, lib. i. cap. 2,

who, speaking concerning the creation of the world, says, <ytvt>fit*o* fiif aui airaortf iitiai fan:
s Teitull. ;idv. Hermog. cap. 8. Haereticorum PatriHrchae Philoso[)hi ; which whs so memorable

a passa^'e, that it \^ as quoted, upon the same occasion, by Jerome, ami others of the fathers.

t Coloss. ii. 8.

u This was maintained by Aquinas, Durandus, Cnjetan, and others, though opposed by Albertui
Magnus, Bunaviiiture, &c.
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thousand years as it appears from scripture to have done, it might, had he pleased,

have existed any other number of years, thougli we suppose it never so large, and
consequently that it niiglit have existed from eternity. But what is this, but to

darken truth by words without knowledge, or to measure the perfections of God
by the line or standard of finite things? It is to conceive of the eternity of God,

as thovxgh it were successive. Hence, though we do not deny that God could have

created the world any number of years whicli a finite mind can describe sooner

than he did ; yet this would not be to create it from eternity, since that exceeds

all bounds. We do not deny that the divine power might liave been deduced into

act, or created the world before he did ; yet to say that he could create it from
eternity, is contrary to the nature of things,—it is to suppose, that an intiuite dura-

tion might be communicated to a finite being, or that God might make a creature

equal, in duration, with himself. This notion involves the greatest absurdity ; and
the impossibility of the thing does not, in the least, argue any defect of power in

him.

We may hence infer the vanity and bold presumption of measuring the power of

God by the line of the creature, and the great advantage which we receive from

divine revelation, which sets this matter in a clear liglit, and from which it appears

that nothing existed before time but God. This is agreeable to the highest rea-

son, and the divine perfections. But to suppose that a creature existed from eter-

nity, implies a contradiction. To be a creature, is to be produced by the power of

a Creator, who is God ; and this is inconsistent with the supposition of its existing

from eternity, a supposition which represents it as having a being before it was
brought into being. Moreover, since to exist from eternity is to have an infinite

or unlimited duration, it follows that if the first matter, out of which all things

were formed, was infinite in its duration, it must have all other perfections
;

particularly, it must be self-existent, and have in it nothing that is finite, for in-

finite and finite perfections are inconsistent with each other ; and, if so, then it

must not consist of any parts, or be divisible, as all material things are. Besides,

if the world was eternal, it could not be measured by successive duration ; inas-

much as there is no term or point, whence this succession may be computed, for that

is inconsistent with etei'nity. And if its duration was once unmeasured, or not

computed by succession, how came it aftei'wards to be successive, as the duration

of all material beings is ? Again, to suppose matter to be co-eternal with God, is

to suppose it to be equal with him ; for whatever has one divine perfection, must
have all. This theory, therefore, is contrary to those natural ideas which we have
of the divine perfections, and contains such absurdities as have not the least colour

of reason to support them. But it more evidently appears from scripture, that the

world was made in the beginning of time, and therefore did not exist from eternity.

We read there, tliat ' In the beginning God created the heaven and tlie earth ;'*

and again. ' Thou, Lord, in the beginning, hast laid the foundation o£ the earth ;

and the heavens are the works of thine hands. '^ Now, since we are not to con-

found time and eternity together, or to say that that which was created in the

beginning was without beginning, that is, from eternity, it is evident, that no crea-

ture was eternal.

Having thus considered the impossibility of the existence of finite things from
eternity, we may take occasion to vindicate the account we have in scripture, con-

cerning the world's having been created between five and six thousand years since,

from the objections of those who suppose that the antiquity of it exceecls tlie scrip-

ture-account by many ages. Those who follow tlie LXX translation of the Old Tes-

tament, in their chronological account of time, suppose the world to be between four-

teen and fifteen hundred years older than we have ground to conclude it is, accord-

ing to the account we Iiave in the Hebrew text. This we cannot but think to be a

mistake ; and many of the Fathers,'' througii their unacquaintedncss with the He-

X Gen. i. 1. y Hel). i. 10.

E Thus Aupustine, speaking conceriiinp the years from the time o( the crciition to his time, reckons

them to l»e not lull, that is, almost six tlioiisarid jears ; wherea*, in renlity, it \i as but about four

thousand four hundrtd, herein biing imposed on by this translation. Vil. Any. de Civ. Dei, lib

xii. cap. lU.
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lirew language, have fallen into it; for, excepting Jerome and Origen, they hardly

used any but the LXX translation."

This, however, we shall pass over, and proceed to consider the account which
some give of the antiquity of the world. This they represent as a great deal more
remote than what appears from scripture ; and the accounts of it are found princi-

pally in the writings of those who were altogether unacquainted with the divine

word. Thus the Egyptians, according to the report of some ancient historians,

pretended that they had chronicles of the reigns of their kings for many thousands
oi' years longer than we have ground to conclude the world has stood.** The Chal-

deans exceed them in the accounts they give of some things contained in their his-

tory ; and the Chinese pretend to exceed the Chaldeans by many thousand years.

But these accounts are fabulous and ungrounded. *= They are confuted and exposed

by many of the heathen themselves, as ridiculous and absurd boasts, rather than
authentic accounts ; and no one, who has the least degree of modesty, can oppose

them to the account we have in scripture of the time that the world has continued,

which is no more than between five or six thousand years.

That the world cannot be of greater antiquity than this, may be proved from the

account which we have, in scripture and other writings, of the origin of nations,

and the inventors of things. It is not reasonable to suppose, that men lived in the

world many thousand years, without the knowledge of those things which were
necessary for the improvement of their minds, and of other things which were con-

ducive to the good of human society, as well as subservient to the conveniencies of

life ; but this they must have done, if they lived before these things were known
in the world. As to the origin of nations, which spread themselves over the earth

after the universal deluge, we have an account of it in Gen. x. We have there, in

particular, an account of the first rise of the Assyrian monarchy ; which was erected

by Nimrod, who is supposed to be the same whom other writers call Belus. This

monarchy was continued, either under the name of the Assyrian, or under that of

the Babylonian, till Cyrus' time ; and no writers pretend that there was any
before it. According to the scripture-account of it, it was erected above seventeen

hundred years after the creation of the world. Now if the world had been so old

as some pretend, or had exceeded the scripture-account of its age and duration, we
should certainly have had some authentic relation of the civil afiairs of kingdoms
and nations, in those foregoing ages. Here, however, history is altogether silent;

a Every one who oliserves the LXX translation in their chronological account of the lives of
the patriarchs, fronn Adam to Abrahdn), in Gtn. chap. v. compared with chap. xi. will find that

there are so many years added to the account ot the lives of several there mentioned, as will make
the sum total, trom the creation ot the world to the call ot Abraham, to be between fourteen and
fifteen hundred years more than the account which we have in the Hebrew text. This 1 rather

choose to call a mistake, in that transhition, than to attempt to defend it; though some, who have
paid too f,'reat a delerence to it, ha\e tliouglit that the Hebrew text was coirupted, after our Savi-

our's time, by the Jews, by leaving out those }tars which the LXX have added, designing hereby
to make the world believe, that the IMe>siah was not to come so soon as he did, bv fourteen Of

fifteen hundred years; and that therefore the Hebrew text, in those places, is to be corrected by
that version. But this I cannot but conclude to be a very injurious insinuation, as well as not
supported by any argument that has the least probai)ility in it.

b Vid. Pomp. Mel. lib. i. cap. 9. who speaks of the annals of the kings of Egypt, as containing

above thirteen thousand years. Others extend the antiquity of that nation many thousand years

more. Vid. Diod. Sicul. Biblioth. lib. i.

c Vid. Cicero de Divinat. lib. i. who condemns the Egyptians and Balnlonians, as foolish, vain,

yi a impudent, in their accounts lelating to this matter, when they speak, as some of them do, of
things done four hundred and seventy thousand years before. On this occasion, Lactantius, in lib.

vii. § 14. <le Vita beata, passes this just censure upon them, ' Quia se posse argui non putabant
liberum sibi crediderunt esse, mentiri ' And Macrol). in Somn. Scip. cap. 11. supposes that they
did not measure their years as we do, by the annual revolution of the sun, but by the moon; and
80 a >ear, according to them, was no more than a month, which he supposes Virgil was apprized of,

when he (alls the common solar \ear Annus Magnus, as compared witli those short ones that were
measured by the monthly revolution of the moon. But itiis uiil not bring the Egyptian and Chal-
lican Hccounts to a just number of > ears; for some ol tiiein would, notwithstanding, exceed the
t:me that the world has stood. As for the Chinese, they have no authentic histories which give
any account of this matter ; but all depends u()Oii uncertain tradition, transmitted to them by those
who are their leaders in religious matters, and reported by travellers, svho have received these ao-
counts liom them, which, therefore, are far from deserving any credit in the world.
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for we suppose that the account which the Egyptians give of their dynasties, and
the reigns of their gods an<l kings, in those foregoing ages, are, as was before ob

served, ungrounded and labulous. As to the inventors of things which are neces-

sary in human life, wo have some hints in scripture. We have there an account^ of

the first who made any considerable improvement in the art of husbandry and the

management of cattle ; and of the first instructor of every artificer in brass and irju,

by whose art those tools were framed which are necessary for the making of things

that are useful in life ; and also of the first inventor of music, who is called, ' The
father of all such as handle the harp and organ.' All these lived in that space of

time which intervened between the creation and the deluge. After this, we read,

in the history of Noah, of the first plantation of vineyards, and the farther improve-

ment of these by making wine,® which the world seems to have known nothing of

before. It is more than probable also, that the art of navigation was not known,

till Noah, by divine direction, iramed the ark. This gave the first hint to this

useful invention ; which was not, for many ages, so much improved as it is in our

day. The mariner's needle, and the variation of the compass, or the method of

sailing by observation of the heavenly bodies, seem to have been altogether un-

known by those mariners in whose ship the apostle Paul sailed;^ for want of which

they exposed themselves to sutfer shipwreck, lioping thereby to save their lives.

As to those inventions whicli are necessary for the improvement of knowledge, it does

not appear that writing was known till Moses' time ; and after this, the use of letters

was brought into Greece by Cadmus. It is hence no wonder that when historians

unacquainted with scripture history give some dark hints of things done before this,

they are at a loss, and pretend not to give an account of things done before the

deluge.s Shall we suppose, that there were so many ages as some pretend in which

men lived, while they who say so give no account of things done in those ages, to

be transmitted to posterity ? There hence can be no ground to conclude, that the

world has stood longer than the scripture-account states.^ We pass by the inven-

tion of the art of printing, which has not been known in the world above three

hundred years, «,nd tlie many improvements which have been made in philosophy,

mathematics, medicine, anatomy, chemistry, and mechanics, in the last age ; and

can we suppose that so many thousand ages have passed without any of these im-

provements ? We may look, too, at the origin of idolatry among those who wor-

shipped men, whom they called gods, tliat is, such persons as had been useful while

they lived, or had been of great note or power in the world, or who were the first

inventors of things. This being known, and the time in which they lived men-
tioned by some writers among the heathen as much later than the first age of the

world, is a farther evidence that the earth has not stood so many years as some
preteud.

<1 Gen. iv. 20—22. e Gen. ix. 20, 21. f Acts xxvii.

g The common distribution of time, into that, which is mlriXct, before the flood, and /ivfmtt, after

it, till thi-y computed by the Oi\mpiHds, and afterwiirds tbat which they call Irra^iKnv, the only ac-

count to be depended upon, makes this matter farther evident.

h See this iirgument farther improved, b) those w ho have insisted on the first inventors of things;

as Pohdor. Virgil, de Rerum Inventoribus ; and Plin. Secund. Hist. Mundi, lib. vii. cap. 36—60;

and Clem. Alex. Strom, lib. i. Lucretius, though an assertor of the eternity of matter and mo-

tion, from his master Epicurus, yet proves that the world, as to its present form, had a beginning;

and what he says is so much to our present argument, that I cannot but mention it. Vid. Lucret.

de Rer. Nat. lib. v.

Praeterea si nulla fuit genitalis origo

Terrarum et Coeli, semperque aeterna fufire ;

Cur supra helium Thebaimm, et lunera Trojae,

g Hou alias alii quoque res cecinere Pottae?

Quo tot facta virum toties cedidere ? neque usquam
^ternis iKinie monimentis insita florent ? »

Verum, ut opinor, habet novitatem Summa, receniquet

Natura est Mundi, neque pridem exordia cepit.

Quare etiain quiedam nuncartes expoliuntur :

Nunc etiam augescunt : nunc addita navigiis sunt

Multa : niodo organic! melicos peperere sonores.

Denique Natura base rerum, ratioque reperta est

Nuper ;

1. 2 X
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It may be objected, that tliere has been a kind of circulation or revolution of

things, with respect to men's knowing and afterwards losing, and then regaining the

knowledge of some of those arts which we suppose to have been first discovered in

later ages, so that thej might have been known in the world many ages before.

But this is to assert, without pretending to give any proof. Nothing can be inferred

from a mere possibility of things, and no one who has the least degree of judgment
will acquiesce in such an inference. The memory of some things, too, could never

have been universally erased from the minds of men, by any devastations which
might be supposed to have been made in the world. We conclude, therefore, that

nothing can be reasonably objected against the account we have in scripture, of

the creation of the world at first, and of its having continued that number of years,

and no longer, which we believe it to have done ; our belief being founded on those

sacred writings which contain the only authentic records of it, and which possess

sufficient authority to put to silence all those fabulous conjectures, or vain and
groundless boasts, which pretend to contradict it.

Creation effected by the Word of God's Power.

God is said to have created all things by the word of his power. Thus the

psalmist says, ' By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; and all the host

of them by the breath of his mouth.'' Some, indeed, understand this, and several

other scriptures in which God is said to create all things by his word, as implying
that God the Father made all things by the Son, his personal Word. This indeed

is a great truth ; it is expressly ascribed in such terms as these, ' All things were
made by him;''*^ and, as was considered under a foregoing Answer,^ it directly

proves the divinity of Christ. Here, however, we speak of creation, as it is an
effect of that power which is a perfection of the divine nature. This being called

'the word of his power,' signifies that God produced all things by an act of his

power and sovereign will ; so that how difficult soever the work was in itself, as in-

finitely superior to finite power, yet it was performed by God without any manner
of difficulty. The work was as easy to him as a thought, or an act of will, is to

any creature. Accordingly it is said, ' He spake and it was done ; he commanded^
and it stood fast.'™ As nothing could resist his will, or hinder his purpose from
taking eff^ect, so all things were equally possible to him. In this respect, creation

differs from the natural production of things. Though things of natural produc-

tion are the effects of power, yet nothing is produced by a powerful word, or, as it

were, commanded into being, but that which is the effect of almighty power, as the

creation of all things is said to be.

Creation made for the Divine Glory.

The end for which God made all things, was his own glory. It is said, ' He
made all things for himself;'"* that is, that he might demonstrate his eternal power
and Godhead, and all those divine perfections which shine forth in this illustrious

work, and so might receive a revenue of glory as the result. Not that he was un-

der any natural necessity to do this, or would have been less happy and glorious in

himself, than he was from all eternity, if lie had not given being to any thing. We
are far from supposing that there is any addition made hereby to his essential

glory. This appears from the independence of his divine perfections. As they

are not derived from the creature, so they cannot receive any additional improve-

ment from him. The lustre of the sun is not increased by its being beheld by our

eyes ; nor does it sustain any real diminution, when its brightness is obscured by
the interposition of any thing wliich hides it from us. God made the world, not

that his power or wisdom flight be improved by it, but that he might be admired
and adored, or that his relative glory might be advan(;ed by us, which would be the

highest advantage to us. This was the great end for which he made all things.

i Psal. xxxiii. 6. k John i 3. 1 See p. 209, 210. m Psal. xxxiii. 9-

n Prov. xvi. 4.
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Accordingly, the whole scope and design of scripture puts us upon giving him the
glory due to his name ; and incites to this by all the displays of his glory in his
works.

It is, hence, a very unbecoming way of speaking, and tends very much to detract
from the divine perfections, to say as a judicious writer" represents some as object-

ing, " that God is not so selfish, and desirous of glory, as to make the world,
and all creatures therem, only for his own honour, and to be praised by men."
Another writer p speaks his own sense of this matter, in words no less shocking,
He says, indeed, " that God cannot really sutler any diminution of his own by our
dislike, or is advanced in honour by our approbation of his dispensations ;" which,
as it respects his essential glory, is an undoubted truth. Yet he speaks, irr other
respects, of the glory of God,—by which it is plain, he means that which is gener-
ally called his relative or manifestative glory,—in a very unbecoming manner. He
says, " God, being infinitely perfect, must be infinitely happy within himself, and
so can design no self-end without himself; therefore what other end can he be sup-

posed to aim at in these things, but our good ? It is therefore a vain imagination,
that the great design of any of God's actions, his glorious works and dispensations,

should be thus to be admired, or applauded, by his worthless creatures, that he
may gain esteem, or a good word, from such vile creatures as we are. We take

too much upon us, if we imagine that the all-wise God can be concerned whether
such .blind creatures as we are approve or disapprove of his proceedings ; and we
think too meanly of, and detract from his great Majesty, if we conceive that he can
be delighted with our applause, or aim at reputation from us in his glorious design,

that therefore such as we should think well of him, or have due apprehensions of

those attributes, by the acknowledgment of which we are said to glorify him."
This is completely to divest him of all that glory which he designed Irom his works.

But far be it from us to approve of any such modes of speaking, Thougli God did

not make anything with a design to render himself more glorious than he was from
all eternity, yet he made all things that his creatures might behold and improve
the displays of his divine perfections, and so render himself the object of desire

and delight, that religious worship might be excited, and that we might ascribe to

him the glory which is due to his name.
We might observe also, that God created all things by his power, that he might

take occasion to set forth the glory of all his other perfections, in his works of pro-

vidence and grace, and particularly in the work of our redemption, all which sup-

pose the creature brought into being. Hence his first work made way for all

others, which are or shall be performed by him in time, or throughout the ages of

eternity.

The Work of the Six days of Creation.

We are now to consider the space of time, in which God created all things,

namely, in six days. This could not have been determined by the light of nature,

and therefore must be concluded to be a doctrine of pure revelation ; as also the

account we have, in Gen. i., of the order in which things were brought to perfection,

or the work of each day. [See note 2 Y, p. 337.] Here we cannot but take notice

of the opinion of some who suppose that the world was created in an instant.

They think, that this is more agreeable to the idea of creation, and more plainly

distinguishes it from the natural production of things, which are brougiit to perfec-

tion by degrees, and not in a moment, as they suppose this work was. This

opinion has been advanced by some ancient writers. And as it seems directly to

contradict that account which is given by Moses, they suppose that the distribution

of the work of creation into six days, is designed only to lead us into the knowledge

of the distinct parts of the work, whereby they may be better conceived of, as

though they had been made in the order described one after another. But this is

to make the scripture speak what men please to have it, without any .regard to the

genuine sense and import of its words. Had it been asserted only that the first

o See Ray's Wisiiom of God in the Creation, p. 182. p Whitby on Election, p. 92,83.
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matter out of which all things were formed, was created in an instant, the asser-

tion would correspond not only with the proper notion of the work of creation, but

with the literal sense of the text ; for the world is said to have been created ' in

the beginning,' that is, in the first point of time. Or if it had been said only that

God could have brought all things to perfection in an instant, we would not have

denied it. But to assert that he did so, we cannot but think an ill-grounded sense

of a plain part of scripture. That which induces persons to maintain this opinion

is, that they think it redounds to the glory of God, and seems most agreeable to a

supernatural production of things, and to those expressions by whicli the work of

creation is represented. In the scripture formerly quoted, for example, it is said, ' God
spake, and it was done ;' and that, say they, which is produced by a word's speak-

ing, is performed in au instant. They suppose, that their notion is agreeable to the

account which we have of that change which shall pass on the bodies of those who
shall be found alive at the last day, which shall take place ' in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye ;'i and to some other miracles and supernatural productions,

which have been instantaneous. But all this is not sufficient to support their

opinion ; which cannot be delended otherwise than by supposing that the express

words of scripture must be understood in an allegorical sense.

There is, therefore, another account given of this matter, by some divines of very

considerable worth and judgment,'' which, as they apprehend, concedes as much as

needs be demanded in favour of the instantaneous production of things, as most
agreeable to the idea of creation, and yet does not militate against the sense of the

account given in Gen. i., and that is, that the distinct parts of the creation were

each produced in a moment. They say that, in the work -of the first day, for ex-

ample, the first matter of all things was produced in one moment ; and afterwards

in the same day, light was produced, in another moment, agreeably to those words,
' Let there be light, and there was light ;' and, in another moment, the light was
divided from the darkness ; and so the work of the first day was finished. In the

same manner, they say that, in the other days, in which the works were various,

there were distinct acts of the divine will, or words of command given concerning

the production of thfligs, which, accordingly, were immediately produced ; that there

was, in several instances, belonging to the same day's work, an interval between

the production of one thing and another ; that, particularly, in the sixth day, there

was first a word of command given by which beasts and creeping things wei'e

formed, and then another word given by which man was created ; and that there was
an approbation of the former part of this day's work when God said, ' that it was

good,'* before the general approbation at the end of the day was given, when ' God
saw every thing that he had made, and behold it was very good.'* Now there is

nothing in this opinion—the main reason and foundation of which has been already

stated—which can be much disliked. Nor is it very material whether it be defend-

ed or opposed. I think they speak with the greatest prudence, as well as temper,

who reckon this among the number of those questions, which are generally called

problematical, that is, such as may be either affirmed or denied, without any great

danger of departing Irom the faith." Indeed, I cannot see that the reasons as-

signed, which induce persons to adhere to either side of the question with so much
warmth as to be impatient of contradiction, are sufficiently conclusive. The main
objection brought against their opinion who plead for an instantaneous production

of things in each day, is, that for God to bring the work of each day to perfection

in a moment, and afterwards not to begin the work of the next day till the respec-

tive day began, infers God's resting each day from his work ; while he is not said

to rest till the whole creation was brouglit to perfection. But I cannot see this to

be a just consequence, or sufficient to overthrow the opinion. God's resting Irom

his work when the whole was finished, means principally his not producing any new
species of creatures, and not merely his ceasing to produce what he had made.

Such a rest as the latter might as well be affirmed of his finishing the work of each

day on the supposition that he took up the whole space of a day in performing it,

as on the supposition that he finished it in a moment.

q 1 Cor. XV. 52. r See Turret. Theol. Elenct. Tom. i. Lot. 5. Quest. 5. s Gen. i. 25.

t Ver. 31. u Vid. Witsii in Symbol. Exercit. 8. §66.
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On the other hand, it is objected against the common opinion relating to God's
bringing the work of each day to perfection by degrees, so as to take up the space
of a day in doing it, that it is not agreea1)le to the idea of creation. This, how-
ever, is no just way of reasoning, nor sufficient to overthrow the opinion. We
generally conclude, that God's upholding providence, which some call, as it were,
a continued creation, is no less an instance of divine and supernatural power than
his producing them at first. This is not performed in an instant

; yet it is said to
be done, ' by the word of his power. '^ Besides, there are some parts of the creation,
which, from the nature of the thing, could hardly be produced in an instant

; parti-
cularly those works which were performed by motion, wliich cannot be instantane-
ous, as the dividing of the light from the darkness, and the gathering of the waters
into one place, that the dry land should appear. And if sudi a work took up more
than a moment, why may it not be supposed to have taken up the space of a day ?

On the whole, therefore, we may conclude, that though it is certain that spirits, such
as angels or the souls of our first parents, could not be otherwise created than in an
instant, inasmuch as they are immaterial, and so do not consist of parts successive-

ly formed ; yet none ouglit to determine, with too great peremptoriness, that other
works, performed in the six days, must each have been performed in an instant, or
that otherwise the work of making them could not properly be called a creation.

The commonly received opinion seems as probable as any which has hitherto been
advanced ; for it is equally if not more agreeable to the express words of scripture.

Here we shall give a brief account of the work of the six days, as it is contained
in the first chapter of Genesis. In the first day, the first matter out of which all

things were produced, was created out of nothing. [See NotQ 2 Z, page 340.]
This is described as being 'without form,' that is, not in that form which God de-
signed to bring it into ; for, in other respects, matter cannot be without all manner
of form, or those dimensions which are essential to it. And as matter was created
without form, so it was without motion. Hence, as God is the Creator of all things,

so he is the first Mover. I am far from thinking, however, that all which God did,

in the creation of things, was to put every thing in motion ; or that his doing this

brought all the parts of the creation into their respective form. As an artificer

may be said to frame a machine, which, by its motion, will, without his giving

himself any farther trouble, produce other things which he designed to make by
the help of it, so some suppose that, by those laws of motion which God impressed
upon matter at first, one part of the creation brought another into the various

forms which they afterwards attained. J The first thing which was produced, and
whicli was a farther part of the six days' work, was light. Concerning this, many
have advanced their own ill-grounded conjectures. There are some writers

among the Papists who have supposed, that it was a quality without a subject ;*

which is an obscure and indefensible way of speaking. Others have thought that

by light we are to understand the angels. But to adopt this interpretation is to

strain the sense of words too far, by having recourse to a metaphor ; and it is incon-

sistent with what immediately follows, that ' God divided the light from the dark-
ness.' It seems most probable that nothing is intended by the light but those

lucid bodies wliich, on the fourth day, were collected into the sun and fixed stars.

Let me add, that it is more than probable that God, on tlie first day, created the

highest heaven, which is sometimes called his throne, together with the angels, its

glorious inhabitants. Moses, in his history of the creation, it is true, is silent as to

this matter ; unless it may be inferred from these words, ' In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth.' But, as was formerly observed, something else

X Heb. i, 3.

y This is the main thing which is advanced by Des Cartes, in his philosophy, which formerly

obtained more in the world than it does at prtsent; though there are several nivine;;, in the
Netherlands, who still adhere to, and defend that hxpothesis. This was thought a sufficient ex-

pedient of <ielence against the ahs-urditi^s of Epicurus and his followers, who suppose, that things

attained their respective forms by the fortuitous concourse of atoms. Nevertheless, it is deroga-
tory to the Creator's glory, inasniiuh as it sets aside bis immediate efficiency in the production of
things.

z This absurd opinion the Papists arc very fond of, inasmuch as it serves their purpose in de-
fending the doctrine of Transubstantiation.
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seems principally to be intended by the words. Yet we have sufficient ground,

from what is said elsewhere, to conclude, that they were created in the beginning

of time, and consequently on the first day. ' When God laid the foundations of the

earth, the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.'"

Here the angels are represented as celebrating and adoring those divine perfec-

tions which were glorified in the beginning of the work of creation. We may in-

fer, therefore, that they were, at that time, brought into being.

On the second day, God divided that part of the world which is above, from that

which is below, by an extended space. This is styled the firmament ; it is also

called heaven, though distinguished from the highest heaven, or the heaven of hea-

vens. By this the waters which are above, are separated from those which are be-

low, that is, the clouds from the sea and other waters which are in the bowels of

the earth. Some conjecture from this fact, and especially from the words of the

psalmist, ' Praise him, ye waters, that are above the heavens, ' ^ that there is a
vast collection of super-celestial waters, which have no communication with those

that are contained in the clouds. This, however, seems to be an ungrounded opin-

ion, not agreeing well with those principles of natural philosophy which are re-

ceived in the present age, though maintained by some of the ancient Fathers. They
found it principally on the sense in which they understand this text ; and they do
not give a tolerable account of the design of providence in collecting and fixing

waters above the heavens." Nothing, then, seems to be intended in that text, but
the waters which are contained in the clouds ; as it is said, ' He bindeth up the

waters in his thick clouds.'** Indeed, the Hebrew words seem not to be justly

translated ;
^ for they ought to be rendered, ' Ye waters that are from above in the

firmament,' not ' above the heavens, 'but above the earth, or at a considerable dis-

tance from it, in the firmament, as the clouds are.

On the third day, the sea and rivers were divided from the earth, and the dry
land appeared ; and the earth brought forth herbs, grass, trees, and plants, with
which it is so richly stored, and which, in a natural way, it has produced ever since.

On the fourth day, the sun, moon, and stars, were made, to enlighten, and, by
their influence, as it were, to enliven the world, and so render that a beautiful

place which, without them, would have been a dismal and uncomfortable dungeon.

Hereby also the four seasons of the year were placed in their respective courses,

and their due measures set to them. Accordingly, it is said, these heavenly
bodies were appointed * for signs and for seasons, and for days and for years.''

Some have inquired, whether any countenance is hereby given to judicial astro-

logy, or whether the heavenly bodies have any influence on the conduct of human
life. The affirmative of this some ancient and modern writers have defended, not

without advancing many absurdities, derogatory to the glory of providence, as well

as contrary to the nature of second causes and their respective eftects. When the

moral actions of intelligent creatures are said to be pointed at or directed by the

stars, the assertion is contrary to the laws of human nature, or the nature of man
as a free agent. Whatever be the sense of these words of scripture, it is certain

they give no countenance to the presumptuous and ungrounded practice of astro-

logy. This we shall take occasion to oppose, under a following Answer, when we

a Job xxxviii. 4, 7- h Psal. cxlviii. 4.

c Ambrose, in his Hexameron, lib. ii. rap. 3. as well as Basil, and others, suppose, that the use

of the super-celestial waters is to qualify the extraortliiiary heat of the sun, and other celestial

bodies, to prevent their burning the frame of nature, and especially their destroying this lower
world. Others think that they are reserved in store, to answer some particular ends of provi-

dence, when God, at any time, designs to destroy the world by a deluge. They consequently con-

clude, that it was by a supply of water thence, that there was a sutficient quantity poured down,
when the world was drowned, in the universal deluge. But though a late ingenious writer [Vid.

Burnet. Tellur. Theor. lib. i. cap. 2.] supposes that the clouds could afford but a small part of
that water which was sufficient to answer that end, which he supposes to be eight times as much
as the sea contains ; yet he does not think fit to fVtch a supply of it from the super-celestial stores,

not only as supposing the opinion to be ill-grounded, bur i)eing at a loss to determine how these
waters should be disposed of again, which could not be accounted (or any other way but by aniii-

hilation, since they could not be exhaled by the sun, or contained in clouds, by reason of their dis-

tant situation, as being far above them.
d Job xxvi. 8. e It is not p«p"i Vj?, but p^pnb bpD. f Gen. i. 7.
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consider judicial astrology as forbidden in the first commandment.^ All wc sliall

add at present, is, that when the heavenly bodies arc said to be appointed ' for
times and seasons,' &c. nothing is intended, but tliat they distinguish the times
and seasons of the year ; or that, perhaps, in a natural way, they have some pre-
sent and immediate influence on the bodies of men, and some other creatures below
them.

There is another question which generally occurs when persons treat of this
subject, namely, whether there are not distinct worlds of men, or other creatures,
who inhabit some of those celestial bodies, wliich by late observations, are supposed
to be fitted to receive them. This has been maintained by Keplar, Bishop Wilkins,
and other ingenious writers. That which has principally led tlicm to assert it, is,

that some of the heavenly bodies are, as is almost universally allowed, not only
larger than this earth, but seem to consist of matter not mucli unlike to it, and
hence, are no less fit to be the abodes of distinct worlds of intelligent creatures.

They add, in defence of their argument, that it cannot reasonably be supposed
that there should be such a vast collection of matter created with no other design
than to add to the small degree of light which the planets, the moon excepted,
afford to this lower world. As for any other advantage that they are of to it, far-

tlier than ^s they are objects to set forth the wisdom and power of God, we cannot
determine it. They hence conclude that they were formed in order to be inhabited.

Some carry their conjectures beyond this, and suppose that, as all the fixed stars

are bodies which shine, as the sun does, with their own unborrowed light, and are
vastly larger, there is some other use designed by them than that which this world
receives from them, namely, to give light to some worlds of creatures which are
altogether unknown to us. According to this supposition, there are not only more
worlds than ours, but multitudes of them, in proportion to the number of the stars,

which are inhabited either by men, or some other species of intelligent creatures
;

and this theory tends exceedingly, in the opinion of those who entertain it, to ad-
vance the power, wisdom, and goodness of the great Creator. The only thing that
I shall say concerning it is, that as, on the one hand, the common method of oppo-
sition to it is not, in all respects, sufficient to overthrow the argument in general,

especially when men pretend not to determine what kinds of intelligent creatures
inhabit these worlds, and when they are not too peremptory in their assertions

about this matter ; so, on the other hand, when the advocates of the theory defend
it with such a warmth as if it were a necessary and important article of faith, and
not only assert the possibility, or at least the probability of the truth of it, but
speak with as much assurance of it as though it were founded in scripture, and
when they conclude that the heavenly bodies arc inhabited by men, and pretend not
only to describe the form of some of these worlds, but to give such an account of the
inhabitants of them as if they had learned it from one who came down from them,*
they expose the theory which they defend to contempt, and render it justly excep-

tionable. But if men do not exceed those due bounds of modesty which shouW
always attend such disquisitions, and distinguish things Avhich are only probable
from those which are demonstratively certain, and reckon their theory no othei

than an ingenious speculation, which may be affirmed or denied in common with
some other astronomical or philosophical problems, without considering it as

affecting any article of natural or revealed religion, I would not oppose tlie theory

in general, how much soever I would do its particular explanation. When it is

brought in, as a matter of debate, to theological schools, and disputed with as

much warmth as if it were next to a heresy to deny it, I cannot but express as

much dislike to it as any have done who adopt the commonly received opinion.

On the fifth day, creatures endowed with sense, as well as life and motion, were
produced, some out of the waters, and some out of the earth mixed with the waters,

g See vol. ii. Quest, cv.

h Thus the learned Witsius, in Symbol. Exercitat. 8. § 7S, exposes this notion, b_v referring to a
particular re.ation given by one of mountains, valleys, seas, woods, and vast tracts of land, which
are contained in the moon, and as describing the men that inhabit it, and the cities that are built

by them, and other things relating hereto, which cannot be reckoned, in the opinion of sober men,
any other than fabulous and romantic.
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namely, the fish that were designed to live in the waters, and the winged fowl

which were to flj above them.'

On the sixth daj, all sorts of beasts and creeping things, with which the earth

is plentifully furnished, were produced out of it. As there are two words used to

set forth the different species of living creatures, as contradistinguished from
creeping things, namely, the cattle and the beasts of the earth, it is generally sup-

posed that the terms imply the different sorts of beasts, the tame and the wild ;

though wild beasts were not, at first, so injurious to mankind as they are now.

In the latter part of the day, when this lower world was brought to perfection, and
furnished with every thing necessary for liis entertainment, man, for whose sake

it was made, was created out of the dust of the ground. This, however, will be
more particularly considered in a following Answer.''

God having thus produced all things in the order and method stated in scripture,

fixed or established the course or laws of nature, whereby the vai'ious species of

living creatures might be propagated, throughout all succeeding ages, witlaout the

interposition of his supernatural power in a continued creation of them. After

this, he rested from his work, when he had brought all things to perfection.

Having thus considered the creation, as a woi'k of six days, it may farther be

inquired. Whether it can be determined, with any degree of probability, in what
time or season' of the year all things were created? Some are of opinion, that

it was in the spring ; because, at that time, the face of the earth is renewed every
year, and all things begin to grow and flourish.™ Some of the Fathers have as-

signed as another reason for this opinion, that the Son of God, the second Adam,
suffered and rose from the dead, whereby the world was, as it were, renewed, at

the same time of the year. But this argument is of no weight. The most pro-

bable opinion is, that the world was created at that season of the year, which
generally brings all things to perfection, when the fruits of the earth are fully

ripe, and the harvest ready to be gathered in. This is about autumn ; the earth

being then stored with plenty of all things for the support of man and beast. It

is not, indeed, very material, whether this point can be determined or not. Yet
the opinion I have stated seems to be the more probable that the beginning of the

civil year was fixed at that time. Accordingly, 'the feast of ingathering,' which
was at this season of the year, is said to be 'in the end of the year.'" Now as one

year ended, so the other began, at this time ; and thus the reckoning continued,

till, by a special providence, the beginning of the year was altered, in commemor-
ation of Israel's deliverance from Egypt. From that time, there was a known
distinction among the Jews, between the beginning of the civil and that of the

ecclesiastical year. The former was the same as it had been from the beginning
of the world, and answers to our month September. It is more than probable,

therefore, that the world was created at that season of the year.

The Quality of Creation.

We now proceed to consider the quality or condition in which God created all

things. They were, at first, pronounced by him ' very good.'" It is certain, no-

thing imperfect can come out of the hand of God ; and the goodness of things is

their perfection. Every tiling which was made, was made exactly agreeable to

the idea or platform of it whicli was laid in the divine mind. All things were
good, that is perfect, in their kind; and therefore there was not the least blemish
in the work. Every thing was beautiful, as it was the effect of infinite wisdom, as

i This, supposing the fowl to be produced out of the water, mixed with earth, reconciles the
seeming contradiction that there is between Gen. i. 20, and chap. ii. 19; in the former of which it

is said, the fowl were created 'out of the water,' and in the latter, 'out of the earth.*
k See Quest, xvii.

1 When we sp ak of the season of the jear, we have a particular respect to that part of the
< arth in v\hich man at first resided ; being sensible that the seasons of the year vary, according to
the diiFerent situation of the earth.

m Ver illud erat ; ver magnus ogebat
UrI . et h\bi'rnis piircehant flatibus Euri. Virg. Georg. 2.

n Exod. .\xlii. IG.
'

o Gen. i. Si.
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well as almighty power. Whatever Llemishcs there are now in the creation, which
are the consequence of the curse that sin has brought upon it, were not in it at

first. To suppose that they were would be a reflection on the Author of creation.

There is another matter also, in which the goodness of those things consisted,

—

they were adapted to show forth the glory of God in an objective way, whereby
intelligent creatures might, as in a glass, behold the infinite perfections of the divine

nature which shine forth in them.

If any inquire, whether God could have made things more perfect than he did?
We may easily reply, that he never acted to the utmost of his power.' The per-

fections of creatures were limited by his will. Yet if any persons pretend to find

any flaw or defect of wisdom in the creation of all things, what they allege is no
other than a proud and ignorant cavil, which men, through the corruption of their

nature, are disposed to make against the great Creator of all things. They regard
not the subserviency of things to answer the most valuable ends, and to advance
his glory, who ' in wisdom has made them all.'

In the sense we have stated, the inferior parts of the creation were good. But,

if we consider the intelligent part of creation, angels and men, they were good in a
higher sense. As there was no moral blemish in the creation, nor propensity or

inclination to sin, so these were endowed with a kind of goodness whereby they
were fitted to glorify God, in a way agreeable to their superior natures, and to be-

hold and improve those displays of the divine perfections which were visible in all

his other works. This leads us to consider what is said concerning them, as the

most excellent part of the creation.

[Note 2 Y. The Six Days of Creation Since Dr. Ridgeley wrote, an opinion has sprung up, and
is now extensively propagated, that the six days mentioned in the first chapter of Genesis were
epochs, or extended periods. On the supposition that the days were of a literal character, the
computation of Archbishop Usher fixes the date of creation four tliousand and four years before

the Christian era. According to the discoveries and calculations of many modern geologists, how-
ever, the age of the world appears to reach far beyond that date. Not a few philosophers, or per-

sons imbued with infidelity, have identified the literal exposition of the six da\s with the Mosaic
narrative itself, and, with great viciousness of reasoning, have constructed, on the discrepancy be-

tween the Usherian and the geological computation, an argument Hgairist the credibility of the

inspired record. There are two ways in which their sophistry is met: either the inferences from
geological phenomena are denied; or the literal interpretation of the six da\s is shown to be inac-

curate. If, say those who adopt the former method,— if we saw one ot Adiim's bones, we should,

according to the reasoning of modern geologists, conclude that it existed originally in a soft fibroui

state, and afterwards gradually became cartilage, and finally hHrdened into its present compact
condition ; or if we saw one of the trees which first existed, we should, according to the same
reasoning, conclude that, on account of its resembling in every respect any tree of its species

which has since been produced, it sprang originally from a seed, and vegetated during many years

before arriving at maturity ; yet we know that the bone of Adam, and we may infer that the original

tree of each species, was created, or fixed in its mature condition in an instant. Hence, say they,

though the substances termed secondary and teitiary formations, or substances in the earth's struc-

ture which are supposed to have been gradually and slowly formed, may as clearly result, in the

ordinary course of things, from the operation of the laws of chemistry, as bones and trees result

from the processes of ossificaticn and lignification, we may as firmly regard them to have been
originally the work of a moment, as the hones of Adam or the parent stock of any species of tree.

This reasoning deprives the infidel of his gt-ological data, or shows that they are utterly inapplicable

to the purpose s of his argument. The other method to which I referred ot confronting him, admits

the geological data, but demonstrates their perfect accordance with the Mosaic narrative. They
who adopt it say that the work of creating the materials of the world, or of makmg them out ol

nothing, was 'in the beginning,' or before the 'six days' commenced; and that the work of fashioning

them into their eventual or matured form, was properly a work of divine providence, or, as some
have expressed it, of continued creation, and exteniled through six epochs, and accorded in its

phenomena with all the real discoveries and sober deductions of geology. The pivot on which the

whole of this opinion, and ot the arguments connected with it, turns, is the import of the word
translated ' day,' in the first chapter of Genesis. We hence think it a matter of importance to

show that the word has, or may have, there the sense of an extended period; and, by showing this,

we effectually silence all deductions and vauntings ot infidels as to the supposed age of the world.

The phrase, ' The evening and the morning were a dav,' occurs six times, and in an uinform manner.

That it is to be understood in a sense peculiar to the connexion in which it stands, and not in the

sense of a literal day, and a literal evening and morning, appears Irom those passages in the narrative

which speak of the creation ol light, and of bodies to divide the night Irom the day. The evening

and the morning, it is said, 'were a day.' Now, though a day can, philosophically speaking, be distin-

guished apart from the fact of an alternation of light and darkness; \et, not even philosophically, indeed

in no sense whatever, can an\ iciea be formed ot evening and morning apart Irom that fact. Evening, .

1. 2u
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or iiipht, urwlerstand it as we may, implies the fact of darkness; and morning, or day, as distinguished

from night, implies the fact of light. Now, light did not beam upon our world till the period of the

first (lav, or first evening and mornin? was in progress. ' And God said. Let there be light ; and

there was light. And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided the light from the

darkness. And God callfd the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and

the morning were the first day.' If it be said that the mere pouring of light upon our world con-

stituted the period of the event 'morning,' and the period preceding it 'evetiing,' we shall still find

(iifficultv in understanding the morning arid evening so constituted in a literal sense, or otherwise

than in the sense of an epoch. But what shall be said as to the 'setting of lights in the firmament

to divide the dayfrom the night f Was not this the creation of the means by which literal morning

and evening, or diurnal alternation of darkness and light, is produced ? Yet this was the work of

the fourth ' day.' ' And God said. Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven to divide the

day from the night. And God made two great lights; the greater to rule the day, and the lesser

to rule the night : he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give

light upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the

darkness; and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.'

Now apart from the exposition of the passage, as to its meaning the actual or the relative creation

of the heavenly bodies, the bringing of them into existence, or, as seems to be the fact, and, at the

same time, consistent with the sense of the Hebrew words, the bringing of them into use, as regards

our world, and the particular purposes specified—is it not apparent that, understand it as we may,

it employs the words 'day' and 'night' in the sense in which they are popularly used,—in the

sense which a literal interpretation would impose on the w ords in the narrative, ' the evening and

the morning,'—in a sense, therefore, altogether different from that of the word 'day,' in the phrase,

' the evening and the morning were a day?' Three of such 'days' as this phrase designates had
transpired before the epoch of diurnal alternation between light and darkness, or division into 'day

and night,' or literal ' evening and morning,' began. What inference can we draw hence, but that
* the day ' of ' the evening or morning,' ' the day,' into six of which the period of the narrative is

distributed, was not a literal day, but an epoch, or extended period ?

The words which we translate, ' the evening ;ind the morning were the first diy, may more
literally be rendered, ' there was evening and there was morning, one day.' Josephus says con-

cerning them (Antiquities, Book L chap. i. sect. 1.) :
' This was indeed the first day ; but Moses said

it was one day. The reason of this I am able to give even now; but, having promised to give such

reasons for all things in a separate treatise, I shall put off the exposition of it till then.' He clearly

regarded the phrase, 'one day,' nriN DT, as bearing, in the connexion in which it here occurs, a pecu-

liar and distinguishing sense ; for he could not have talked of assigning a reason for it, as of something
difficult, or, at least, as of something which was not obvious to every reader, or which required special

mention, had he understood the phrase to designate a literal day. The numeral inx, it is certain,

has, in various parts of scripture, the signification or force of ' special' or ' peculiar,'—designating

the object which it qualifii s to be distinguished, in peculiarity of character, from all others of its

kind. One or two instances will serve sufficiently for illustration. • My dove, my undefiled is

one ; she is the one of her mother ; she is the choice (one) of her that bare her,' Cant. vi. 9.

' Then I lifted up mine eyes and saw, and behold, there stood before the river one ram, which had
horns; and the horns were high ; but the one was higher than the other, and the higher came up
last,' Dan. viii. 3. ' Thus saith the Lord, An evil, an one evil, is come.' Who can doubt that,

in tluse passages, the qualifying word 'one' has emphatically the sense of 'peculiar' or 'special?'

Or who could find fault if, in the light of them, the words of Moses, instead of ' the evening and
the morning were the first day,' should be translated, 'the evening and the morning were a peculiar

day,'—a day distinct in its character from what the word 'day' usually denominates?
That the word lav is frequently, and, indeed, somewhat currently, used in scripture, to denote a

period of considerable, and even of indefinite length, is a matter easy of proof. In the very first

instance in which it occurs after the history of the creation, it signifies the entire period of the 'six

days.' ' These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day
that the Lord made the earth and the heavens,' Gen. ii. 4. In Bildad's description of the calami-

tous life of a wicked man, it denotes the whole of the active or characteristic portion of a man's
lifetime: ' They that come after him shall be astonied at liis day,' Job.xviii. '20. In the song of

the Jewish captives, it appears to denote the seventy \ears of the captivity, or the entire period of

calamity over Jerusalem: 'Remember, O Lord, the children of E(lom in the (/ay of Jerusalem

;

who said. Rase it. rase it, even to the fouiulation thereof,' Tsal. cxxxvii. 7. In the divine denun-
ciation, through Isaiah, of the Israelites' contempt of God's law, it signifies indefinitely all future

time :
' Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the future

day, pnnx avb, for ever and ever; that this is a rebellious people, Ijing children, children that will

not hear the law of the Lord,' Isa. xxx. 8, 9. In the very numerous passages, in the prophets

and elsewhere, in which the phrases 'that day,' ' the day of the Lord,' 'the latter day,' occur in

connexion with intimations of the first advent and the mediatorial reign of the Messiah, it usually

signifies either the period of prosperity and triumph ni the church, or the whole period of the Chris-

tian dispensation. But why multiply instances? or why adduce parallel ones from the scriptures of

the New Testament? Any person who makes careful inquiry, can hardly fail to be satisfied that

epoch, an extended period of unique character, or even a period of indefinite duration, is a frequent

scriptural sense of the word * day.' There is, henci', no difficulty, no departure from the usual rules

of exposition, in understanding the word in that sense as it occurs in the history of the creation.

1 am aware of only two objections which require any notice. One of these is, that tlie word
' day,' in the Mosaic narrative, is distinctly defined by ' the evening and the morning,' and deter-
mined by them to be the literal solar day. But if the word 'day ' itself be used in an epochal sense.
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the words 'evening' and 'morning' must necrssarily b«* understood in h sense to correspond. Bofii

are frequently eniployed in scripture, with in< rii\ a tigurHtive Hiiu«iion to the commfiu?eine:it of
light or the approach of darkness, to di-si^mie cuiisiderahle pcrujiis ; or tlify are nstd, uith the
same allusion as any epochal ' day' with wliich the> correspond, to denote (he commtncemint and
the close of such a da>. In Job's description of man's mortality, the phrase, 'from morning to
evening,' denotes the whole period of a man's lifetime,—'the morning' deno'inir. hy implication,
the conitnencemnit of life, and ' the evening' its close. ' How much less' doth God put trust ' in

them that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed before the
moth? They are destroyed from morniny to evening ; thi y perish for ever, without anv regarding
it.' Jol) iv. 19, 'iO. A similar phrase in the pro[phecies of Daniel appears to be so emplo\ed that
'the evening and the morning' denote respectively the commencement and tiie close oi an epochal
day, or period of years: ' And the vision of the tvenimj and the morning which was told is true,
wherefore, shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many da\s,' Dan. viii. 2C. In a passage in

Ecclesiastes, the words appear, as in the passage in Job, to denote respectively the commeiicemeiil
and the close of the active period of a man's lite :

' In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whe-
ther the\ both shall be alike j.-ood,' Eccles. xi. C. In one of the many passages in which 'that day' desig-

nates the period of the Chiistian dispens^ation, the word ' evenint; ' is so used as to illustrate how the
epochal sense of it and that of the word ' day ' correspond :

' It shall come lo pass in that dav, that the
light shall not be clear nor dark ; but it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord, not day
nor night; but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light,' Zech. \\\\ 7. Instances,

too, might be quoted of ' evening' or ' morning' being used by itselt in the same epochal sense as

the word 'day.' AVe shall quote oidy two : 'And the coast shall be lor the remnant o( Judah ;

they shall feed thereupon : in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening, (or the

Lord their God shall visit them,' Zeph. ii. 7. " The morning is come unto thee, O thou that

dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is ntar,' Ezek. vii. 7. Is it not ap-

parent, then, that the sense of the words 'evening' and 'morning' follows the sense of the word
* day ;' that w hen the latter is epochal, so is the former ; and that, when ' evening' and ' morning'
are, in the epochal sense, correlative with day, the one denotes the commencement, and the other

the termination of a peiiod of unique character? ^^'hat, therefore, could more appropriately denote
the commencement and the close of each epochal day of the world's formation—the commencing
period of darkness or disorder, as to what was done, and the concluding period of light and matu-
rity, in which it was all 'very good'—than to call them 'the evening and the morning of the day?*

But it is further objected, that 'the seventh day,' in connection with its being the basis of the
Sabbatic institution, must have been a literal day; and that, therefore, 'the six days' were also

literal or solar days. Now, that the seventh day was the basis of the Sabbatic institution, is

clear; but its being so appears to prove, not that the days were literal, but tlnit they were epochal.

The Sabbatic institution, it is to be remembered, is simply the institution of >acred rest from labour,

—of cessation from secular work and engagement in devotional. Among the Jews, not only every

seventh dag. but every ecclesiastical seventh month, evers seventh gear, every cycle of seven times

seven years, in fact, every festival, whether of short or long continuance, at near or at remote inter-

vals, was a Sabbath. 'This shall be a statute lor ever unto }ou, that in the seviiith month, on
the tenth day of the month, _\e shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all ; it s.hail he a Sabbath

of rest unto jou, and \e shall afflict _\our souls, by a statute for ever,' Lev. xvi. '2\J, .31. ' 1 gave

them my statutes, and showed them my judgments, which, if a man do, he shall even live in them :

moreover also 1 gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they mijiht know
that I am the Lord that sanctify them,' Ezek. xx. 11. 12. ' Speak unto the children of Israel,

and say unto them, AVhen ve come into the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a Sab-
bath unto the Lord. Six years shalt thou sow thy field, and six years sbalt thou prune thy \iiie_\ard,

and gather in the fruit thereof; but in the seventh year shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land, a

Sabbath for the Lord; thou shall neither sow thy tield, nor prune thy vine\ard. And thou shalt

number seven Sabbaths ot years unto thee, seven times seven _\ears; and the space of the seven

Sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. Then thou shalt CHuse the trumpet of

the jubilee to sound on the tenth day ot the seventh month; and ye shall hallow the fiftieth \ear,

and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof,' Lev. xxv. 2—4,

8

—

lb. No«, all the Sabbatic institutions of epochs and c\cles ot _\ears, to which these and similar

passages reftr, were founded on the original period of rest from the work ol creaiion, as truly as the

Sabbatic institution of the seventh calendar day. The principle of all was a fixed period, whether day,

season, year, or remote interval of holy rest, prececied by a longer period of empbnment in secular

labour; and this principle, so general as to apply alike to a seventh day, to an annual period of con-

secutive da\s, to a seventh year, and to every year following 'a week of Sabbaths,' seems to be the

only one applicable to the blessing of the paradisaic seventh day, as preceded by the six davs of creation.

The connexion is essentially one of epochs,—an epoch ol secular work succeeded b> an epoch of sacred

rest. Hence evm the heavenly state—where the ransomed have 'ceased Iroin tluir labours, and

their works do follow them,' and which is more than once described b> allusion to paradisi—is

called raCSarifffff, the keeping of a Sabbath, Heb. iv. 2. Thiolot.ical writers who understand

the original or paradisaic 'seventh day ' as a literal day of twenty-four hours, have, in some instances,

felt so hard pressed by the inconveniences of their opinion, as to adopt the verv questionable con-

clusion, that our first parents were tempted and fell on the very next da), or within lome thirty-

six hours ot their creation. ' But if the original seventh day be understood as epochal—as the period

of the world's holy rest, and of its exhibition of all its properties and all its inhabitants as ' very

good,' consequent on six preceding epochs of active progressive movement toward maturity—it is

wen to be at once the period, w bether long or short, of the paradisaic condition, the basis of all the
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varieties of Sabbatic institutions which were afterwards established, and a fit emblem of the rest of

the redeemed in heaven from the labours and scenes ot the present life. How graphic, too, on this

interpretation, is the .Mosaic account of the original seventh day :
' Thus the heavens and tlie earth

\vere finished, and all the host of them. And ou the seventh day God ended the work which he

had ma<ie. And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it ; because that in it he had rested from

all his work which he had made.' Doubtless, as the fourth commandment instructs us, God bit ssed

and hallowed tlie literal Sabbath, and did so with special allusion to the basis on which the Sab-

batic institution rested; but, in the first instance, he ' blessed and sanctified' the whole paradisaic

epoch, he displayed throughout it his moral glory, his special love, his peculiar favour to man,

—

he made it all a period ol delight and excell lue and manifestation of heavenly bliss,—he emphati-

cally ' iilessed and sanctified* it as the epoch of the world's sacred rest, and of its being all • very

good.' No violence, then, appears to be done to the connection of the original 'seventh day' with

the weekly Sabbath, while due regard is had to its connexion with all seasons of holy rest, with the

Sabbatic year, with the cycle of a week of Sabbaths, and with 'the Sabbath-keeping,' the (ruS>%a.TKti/.o(

of the redeemed in heaven, if it be understood to mean the period of the world's beauty and excel-

lence,—the period of the paradisaic state. Arriving at this conclusion, we see, in the character of

•the seventh day,' a direct argument that 'the six days' preceding it were not literal solar days, but

epochs or extended periods.

—

Ed.]
[Note 2 Z. The Time of Creating out of Nothing—There is, in the definition of the work of

creation, contained in the second ot the Answers which Dr. Ridgeley is here discussing, an error

which he does not formally notice, and only partially rectifies. The answer says, ' The work of

creation is that wherein God did, in the beginning, by the word of his power, make, of nothing,

the world and all things therein, for himself, within the space of six days, and all very good.' The
Hebrew word translated 'create,' X*12, does not necessarilv or always mean, 'to make out of nothing.

AVe learn, however, from a passage in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that it has that meaning in the

first verse of the Bible: ' Through laith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God ; so that things which are seen, were not made of things which do appear,' Heb. xi. 3.

Now, the work which consisted in making the heavens and the earth out of nothing, took place,

iiot 'within the space of six days,' but 'in the beginning,' before the peculiar work of even the first

day began. Nor were ' all things' made out of nothing, but only ' the heavens and the earth' at

that period. Our Bible gives information regarding only our own world ; and so far as it refers to

other parts of the universe, it mentions them, not in tlieir intrinsic character, but simply in their

relation to our earth. When it is stated, as part of the work of the fourth day, that ' God made
two great lights; the greater to rule the day, and the lesser to rule the night: he made the stars

also,' we are not to understand the words as meaning more than that the heavenly bodies were

then made subservient to the purposes which the context specifies, or that they then, through a

change in the character of our atmosphere, became fully visible from our world, and poured upon

its surface their clear, full rays of light. The word translated ' made,' is not the same as that

translatt^d 'create;' but one which is often used to signify 'constituted,' 'appointed,' 'adapted to a

particular use.' We see its peculiar force in the phrases, 'God made Joseph a father to Pharaoh,'

'made him lord of Egypt,' 'made the Jordan a border between the tribes,' 'made David the iiead of

the heathen,' and in many others of similar construction. Our Bible, therefore, does not fix the date

of the creation of the heavenly bodies ; it fixes the date, or rather epoch, of oidy their being appointed

or adapted to serve their appropriate purposes to our world ; and it fixes the date of even the creation

of our 'earth and heavens,' or of the solid and the aerial parts of our world, only in the general way
of placing it prior to the commencement of the six epochs of progression toward maturity.

But the peculiar work of the six epochs, though not a work of creating out of nothing, but a work
of acting on materials which creative power had already brought into being, was truly stupendous and
strictly divine. The processes of chemical and electric agency, of vegetation, of organization, and ot

general physical reproduction, all display the wisdom and power of Deity. Viewed as constantly

occurring, they are usually called God's works of providence; and viewed in their origin or primeval

exhibition, they are popuhuly termed his work of creation. E.xactly the phenomena which appear

'in the preserving and governing of God's creatures,' constituted the sublime wonders, the stupen-

dous manifestations of divine energy, by which the world arose out of chaos into order and beauty.

Suppose the reli action and reflection of the rays ot light, the mutual influence of heat, air, earth,

and water, the reproduction of inert matter in the germinating vegetable and the moving animal,

and the organizing of bodies, and infusing into thern the principle ot life,—suppose these and other

agencies of providence to be suspended; and you exhibit jnst tije converse of what occurred when
God progressively converted the chaotic mass into an inhuliited and peopled world. All the ener-

gies, and influences, and physical phenomena of ' the space of six dass,' continue to be constantly

displayed ; and as truly, in the shining of every day-beam, in the rismg of every vapour, in the

growth of every leaf, aiul in the generation of every itjsect, as in the events which happened when
'the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters,' they furnish convincing proofs of the Su-

preme Agent's 'power and Godhead,' and solemn enforcements of his claim to be obeyed and wor-

shipped.
' The making of all things out of nothing,' affords, however, the highest display of the Creator's

glory; and is with propriety regarded as properly and alone his work of creation. This work,

when correctly viewed, is far more multiform and stupendous, than when erroneously identified

with the physical events ot ' the space of six days.' Before these days began, God made all the

materials of our world; and ever since they ended, he has continued to make millions ot glorious

objects. ' In the beginning,' before the first day of the six had set in, ' God created the heaven
and the earth:' he then made out of nothing, the mass of matter, ' without form and void,' which
became the substance of all physical ojects,—of the dry land, the sea, the air, the vegetables, the
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creeping reptile, the winged fowl, and even the body of man. He next made out of nothing the

soul of Adam. As regards the origin of the earth and its inhabitants, there were two acts of

rreation,—one iti the beginning, when God made ail matter; and one, on the sixth day, wlien be

made the souls of our first parents. Now, let mind and matter be compared, the moral greatness

of the former with the inert littleness of the latter, and the eternal durability of the one with the

constant changeableness and coming dissolution of the other, and who will say that of the two ac-ts

of creation, that of the human soul was not the greater and the more noble? Did not God more
wonderfully display his power and Godhead, when he made a moral and immortal mind, than when
he tnade an inert and perishable planet? Yet how many millions of times since has he repeated

the more glorious creation 1 How often does he every day make out of nothing a mind, a life, a

soul which bulks more far in the magnitude of duration, and the magnitude of value, than a thousand

of earthly globes I

—

Ed.]

THE CREATION, NATURE, CHARACTER, AND EMPLOYMENT
OF ANGELS.

Question XVI. How did God create angels f

Answer. God created all the angels, spirits, immortal, holy, excelling in knowledge, mighty in

power, to execute his commandments, and to praise his name, yet subject to change.

There are two species of intelligent creatures, namelj, angels and men. The

former are more excellent. In this Answer, we are led to speak concerning their

nature, and the glorious works which thej are engaged in. But let it be premised,

that the doctrine concerning them is one which we could have known little or

nothing of by the light of nature. We might, indeed, have thence learned, that

God has created some spiritual substances, sucli as the souls of men ; and wo might

have argued from his power, that he could create other spirits, of different natures

and powers, and that some of them might be without bodies, as the angels are.

Yet we could not, without divine revelation, have certainly determined that there

is such a distinct order of ci-eatures. For they do not appear to us, or visibly con-

verse with us ; and whatever impressions may, at any time, be made on our spirits,

by good or bad angels, in a way of suggestion, these could not have been evidently

distinguished from the working of our own fancy or imagination, were we not assist-

ed in our conceptions concerning them by what we find stated in scripture. Ac-

cordingly, it is thence that the doctrine which we are entering upon is princi-

pally to be derived. We shall consider it, as the subject of this Answer, under

seven Heads.

I. There is something supposed, namely, that there are such creatures as angels.

This appears, from tlie account we have of them, in the beginning of the creation

of all things. ' The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted

for joy.' P These words can be no other than a metaphorical description of them.

They are called ' the morning stars,' as they exceed other creatures as much in

glory, as the stars do the lower parts of the creation. It would be a very absurd

method of expounding scripture to take the words in a literal sense ; not only be-

cause the stars in the firmament do not appear to have been then created, but

principally because ' the morning stars ' spoken of are represented as engaged in a

work peculiar to intelligent creatures. They are also called 'the sons of God,'

as they were produced by him, and created in his image ; yet men, who are some-

times so called, were not then created. They are hkewise called elsewhere ' spirits ;'•«

to distinguish them from material beings, and ' a flame of fire,' to denote their agility

and fervency in executing the divine commands. It is plain tliat the psalmist, in

the passage referred to, intends the angels. His words are not to be translated, as

some do, ' who maketh the winds his angels, and the flame of fire his ministers,' as

denoting his making use of those creatures who act without design, to fulfil his plea-

sure : because the apostle, in his epistle to the Hebrews,'" expressly applies tlie pas-

sage to the angels, and renders it in the same sense as in our translation. They

are elsewhere styled, 'thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers,'^ to denote

p Job xxxviii. 7. q Psa'- civ. 4. r Heb. i. 7. 6 Col i. 16.
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their being advanced to the highest dignity, and employed in the most honourable

services. And that it is not men whom the apostle, in using these words, speaks

of, is evident ; because he distinguishes the intelligent parts of the creation into

visible and invisible. The visible he speaks of in the following words, in which

Christ is said to be ' the Head of the body, the church.'* Hence, in mentioning
' thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers,' he speaks of invisible creatures ad-

vanced to these honours ; and consequently he means the angels.—That there are

holy angels, appears, moreover, from the fact that there are fallen angels, who are

called, in scripture, devils. This is so evident, that it needs no proof. The many
sins committed by their instigation, and the distress and misery which mankind is

subject to by their means, give occasion to their being called ' The rulers of the

darkness of this world.'" And, because of their malicious opposition to the inter.

est of Christ, they are called ' spiritual wickedness in high places.' Now it appears,

from the apostle Jude's account of them, that they once were holy. Indeed, they

could not be otherwise, because they are creatures, and nothing impure can pro-

ceed out of the hand of God. While they were holy, they had their residence in

heaven. This they lost, and are said ' not to have kept their first estate, but left

their own habitation,' being thrust out of it, as a punishment due to their rebellion,

and to be ' reserved in everlasting chains, under darkness unto the judgment of the

great day.'^ Now it is plain, from scripture, that it is only a part of the angels

who left their first estate. The rest are called ' holy angels ;' and their number is

very great. They are, accordingly, described as ' an innumerable company.'y
The existence of angels is necessary to be observed against the ancient or modern
Sadducees, who deny that there are either angels or spirits, whether good or bad.

II. We farther observe, that the angels are described, as to their nature, as in-

corporeal, and therefore called spirits. It is but a little, indeed, that we can in

the present state know concerning the nature of spirits. The first ideas which we
have concerning them, are taken from the nature of our souls, as, in some respects,

agreeing with that of angels. Being spirits, they have a power of thinking, un-

derstanding, willing, choosing or refusing ; and are the subjects of moral govern-

ment, being under a law, and capable of moral good or evil, happiness or misery.

Moreover, they have a power of moving, influencing, or acting upon material

beings, even as the soul moves and influences the body, to which it is united. This

we understand concerning the nature and power of angels, as spirits, by compar-
ing them with the nature of the soul. There is, indeed, this difference between
them, that the souls of men are made to be united to bodies, and to act by and
upon them ; while angels are designed to exist and act without bodies. Yet, from
the works which are often in scripture ascribed to them, it appears that they have
a power to act upon material beings. As to the conjecture of some of the Fathers,^

that these spirits are united to some bodies, though more fine and subtile than ours,

and accordingly invisible to us, we cannot but think it a groundless conceit. To
assert it, is only to pretend to be wise above what is written, and to give too great

a loose to our own fancy without any solid argument.

III. It follows from their being spirits, and incorporeal, that they are immortal,

or incorruptible. Nothing is subject to death or dissolution, but what is compound-
ed of parts ; for death is a dissolution of the composition of those parts which were
before united. This, however, is proper to bodies. A spirit, indeed, might be
annihilated ; for the same power that brought it out of nothing, can reduce it again

to nothing. But since God has determined that they shall exist for ever, we must
conchide that they are immortal, not only from the constitution of their nature,

but liy the will of God.
IV. Besides the excellency of their nature, as spirits, they have other super-

added endowments. Of these, three arc mentioned in this Answer.
1. They were all created holy. Indeed, it could not be otherwise ; since nothing

impure could come out of the hands of a God of infinite purity. Creatures make
themselves sinners. They were not made so by him ; for, if they were, how could

t Col. i. 18. u Eph. vi. 12. x Jude ver. 6. y Heb. xii. 22.
2 Viil. Augustin. de Civ. Dei, lib. xv. cup. 23. Tei tull. <ie Idoiolatria et alibi passim.
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he abhor sin, and punish it. as contrary to his hohncss ? ^or if he ha.l created

any of the angels in a state of enmity, opposition to, or rebellion against him

could he, as he did, have approved of all his works as ' very good, " when he had

finished them.
.

,

"> They excel in knowledge, or in wisdom, which is the greatest beauty or aa-

vancement of knowledge. Accordingly, the highest instance of wisdom in men. is

compared to the wisdom of an angel. Thus the woman of Tekoa, when eitoUing

David's wisdom, though with an hyperbolical strain of compliment, compares it to

that of ' an angel of God.' ^ This proves, that it was a generally received opinion,

that angels exceed other creatures in wisdom.
, . ,

3 Tiiey are said to be mighty in power. The psalmist speaks of them as ex-

cellinjr in strength ;'<= and the apostle Paul, when speaking of Christ's being re-

vealed from heaven, in his second coming, says, that it shall be ' with his mighty

an^rpls
'^ And as power is to be judged of by its cttects, tlie great things winch

they are sometimes represented as having done, in fulfilling their ministry in de-

fence of the church, or in overthrowing its enemies, is a certain evidence of the

greatness of their power. Thus we read of the whole Assyrian host, consisting of

•an hundred and fourscore and five thousand men,' having been destroyed m one

ni-ht, not by the united power of an host of angels, but by one of them. The

an^crel of the Lord ' did it [See note 3 A, p. 346.] But the power of angels will

mo^re evidently appear, when, under a following head, we speak of the mmistry of

^"v These natural or superadded endowments, how great soever they are, com-

narativcly to those of other creatures, are subject to certain limitations. Iheir

perfections are derived, and therefore are finite. It is true, they are holy, or with-

out any sinful impurity ;
yet even their holiness falls uihmtely short of God s

Accordingly, it is said concerning him, ' Thou only art holy. •= And elsewhere '

concerning the angels, who are, by a metonymy called ' the heavens, it is said,

'they are not clean in his sight ;' that is, their hohness though perfect m its kind,

is but finite, and therefore infinitely below his who is infinitely holy.

.Moreover, though they are said, as was before observed, to excel m knowledge we

must, notwithstanding, conclude, that they do not know all things Their wisdom,

when compared with God's, deserves no better a character than that of folly. ^ Hi.

an-els he charged with folly.' There are many things which they are expressly said

no? to know, or to have but an imperfect knowledge of, or to receive ideas ot by degrees.

Thus they know not the time of Christ's second coming ;" and tliey are represented as

inquiring into the great mystery of man's redemption, or as ' desiring to look into it.

Let me add, they do not know the hearts of men, at least not in such a way as God,

who is said to
' search the heart ;' for that is represented as a branch ot the divine

fflory
"^ Besides this, they do not know future contingencies, unless it be by such

I knowledge as amounts to little more than conjecture ; or, if they attain to a more

certain knowledge of future contingencies, it is by divme revelation. God appro-

priates this knowledge to himself, as a glory from which all creatures are excluded.

Hence, he .says,
' Show the things that are to come, that is. future contingencies,

' that we may know that ye are gods.'^ This implies that the knowledge ot things

to come is more than ca.'i be affirmed of any finite mind, even that of an angel

As to the way of their knowing things, it is generally supposed by divines tliat

they know them not by intuition, as Go.l does, who is said to know all things in

h mself by an underived knowledge. Whatever they know, is either communicated

to them by immediate divine revelation, or is attained m a discursive way, by in-

fer lu^ one thing from another. In this respect, the knowledge of the best of crea-

tuiTS appears to be but finite ; and is infinitely below that which is divine.

Agam though they are said to be mighty in power, yet it is with tlns^limita ion.

that they are not omnipotent. There are some things which are the efiects of di-

l^ne power which angels are excluded from, as being too great for them. Accord-

oi 10 Cu.« viv on o P«al ciii. 20. d 2 Thess. i. 7. e Rev. xv. 4.

?S'x:- 'k g J^ - Xl--'- I mI'^Iv. 36. i . Pet. .. 12. k Jer. xvii. 10.

2 Chion. vi. 30. 1 I*'«- '^h. 23.
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ingly tliey were not employed in creating any part of the world ; nor do tbey up-

hold it As it is a glory peculiar to God, to be ' the Creator of the ends of the earth,

'

so he, exclusively of all others, is said to ' uphold all things by the word of his

power.' We may add, that we have no ground to conclude, as some of the ancient

philosophers™ seemed to assert, that they are employed in providence, to maintain

that constant and regular motion which there is in the celestial bodies. This is

the immediate work of God, without the agency of any creature being subservient

to it. Again, how great soever their power is, they cannot change the heart of

man, take away the heart of stone and give a heart of flesh, or implant that princi-

ple of spiritual life and grace in the souls of men whereby they are said to be
• made partakers of a divine nature,' or ' created in Christ Jesus unto good works.'

This work is ascribed to the exceeding greatness of the divine power ; and it is a
peculiar glory belonging to the Holy Spirit, whereby believers are said to be born

from above. It is therefore too great for the power of angels to effect.

VI. We have an account of the work or employment of angels. It is said, they

execute the commands of God, and praise his name. Their executing his com-
mands will be more particularly considered under a following Answer," when we
are led to speak of their being employed by God, at his pleasure, in the administra-

tion of his power, mercy, and justice. We shall now consider them as engaged in

the noble and delightful work of praise. ' They praise his name.' For this end
they were created ; and, being pei'fectly holy and happy, they are fitted for this

service, and in the highest degree devoted to it. The work of praise was begun
by them as soon as ever they had a being. ' They sang together,' and celebrated

God's praise in the beginning of the creation." And when the Redeemer came into

this lower world, and thereby a work more glorious than that of creation was begun
by him, they celebrated his birth with a triumphant song. With the angel who
brought the tidings to the shepherds, there was ' a multitude of the heavenly host

praising God, and saying. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will

towards men.'? Whether all the hosts of heaven were present at that solemnity,

we know not ; but there is sufficient ground to conclude, from the harmony that

there is in the work and worship of the heavenly inhabitants, that they all cele-

brated his incarnation with their praises. This was a part of that ' worship,' which,

upon this great occasion, they gave, by a divine warrant, to him who was then

brought into this lower world. i Moreover, they praise God for particular mercies

vouchsafed to the church, and for the success of the gospel in the conversion of

sinners. They express their joy, as our Saviour observes, though it be but ' one
sinner that repenteth,"" Finally, they are represented as joining in worship with

the saints in heaven. For this reason the apostle, speaking concerning the com-
munion that there is betM'een the upper and the lower world, as well as the union
between the saints departed and the angels, in this work of praise, says, ' Ye are

come to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of

the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to the spirits of just men made per-

fect.'^ They are represented also as joining with all others who are ' round about
the throne, the number of whom is ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands, saying, with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing.''

Since we cannot but suppose that this branch of that social worship in which
they are engaged is performed with harmony, without which it would want a very

considerable circumstance necessary to render it beautiful, and becoming a state of

perfection, we must conclude that there is the greatest order among these heavenly
ministers. Whether, however, they are to be considered as having a government
or hierarchy among themselves, so that one is superior in office and dignity to

others, or whether they have a kind of dominion over one another, or whether

m This was the opinion of Aristotle, though he does not call tbem angels, but intelligent beings.
' Aiipel '

is a rhararter helor.giiip to them, derived only from scripture; nor do %ve find that this

work is assigned to them, as a part of their n)inistry therein.

II See Quest, xix. o Johxxxviii. 7. p Luke ii. 13, 14. q Heb. i. 6.
r I.uke XV. 7, lU. 8 Heb. xii. 22, 23. t Rev. v. II, 12.
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some are made partakers of privileges wliicli others are deprived of, is a question
we pretend not to determine. Scripture is silent on the subject. What some
have laid down, as though it were deduced from it, is altogetlier inconclusive.
Hence, they who express themselves as peremptorily on this subject a*s if they had
received it by divine inspiration, or had been told it by some wlio had been conver-
sant among the heavenly inhabitants, must be reckoned among those whom the
apostle speaks of, who * intrude into those things which they have not seen, vainly
puffed up by their fleshly mind.'"

The papists are very fond of this notion ; it being agreeable to that unscriptural
hierarchy which they establish in the church on earth, and which, instead of better
arguments, they pretend to be, in some respects, founded upon it.^ All the counte-
nance which they pretend to be given to it in scripture, is taken from the varioqa
characters by which the angels are described, as ' cherubim, seraphim, thrones,

dominions, principalities, powers, angels, archangels.' All these expressions they
suppose to signify various ranks and orders among them. And when they say that
there are three classes or degrees of dignity and office into which they are distri-

buted, and that some of the characters mentioned are reduced to one, and others to

another of them, their assertion is nothing but an imposition of their own chimerical

fancies as matters of faith. When they speak further of some of them as being of a
superior order, and admitted to greater honours than the rest, whom they compare
to ministers of state who always attend the throne of princes or stand in their presence,

and of others of them as being employed in particular services for the good of the

church, and as ministering in this lower world, they make a distinction of which the

scripture says nothing. For all the angels behold the face of God in heaven, and
are in his immediate presence ; and they are all likewise called ' ministering spirits,

sent forth to minister to them which shall be heirs of salvation.' The great oracle

which the papists have recourse to, where the scripture is silent, is a spurious writ-

ing which goes tmder the name of Dionysius, the Areopagite, concerning the

Celestial Hierarchy.? This contains many things not only fabulous, but unworthy
of him who was converted at Athens by the apostle Paul's ministry,^ as well aa

discordant with the sentiments of the church in the age in which he lived. We
may, therefore, treat the popish assertion respecting an angelic hierarchy, as a
vain and trifling conjecture. All that we can assert on the subject is, that there

is a beautiful order among the angels, though not of the nature of a hierarchy ; and
this appears very much in that social worship which is performed by them.

This leads us to inquire how tliey communicate their ideas to one another, though

destitute of organs of speech, like those that men have. That they do, some way
or other, impart their minds to one another, is sufficiently evident ; for we cannot

see how otherwise they could join together or agree in that worship which is per-

formed by them, and in those hallelujahs with which they praise God, and so an-

swer the end of their creation. That they converse together is also evident ; for

they are represented as doing so, in several places of scripture. The prophet

speaks of * the angel that talked with him.' He ' went forth, and another angel

went out to meet him.'* Elsewhere it is said, concerning the angels, that one

u Col. ii. 18.

X It is strenuously maintained by Baronius, Bellarmine, and many other of their writers; as also

hv manv of the schoolmen, as Durandus, Thomas Aquinas, and others.

V This book is sufficiently proved to be spurious, and not to have been known in the four or

five first ages of the church. It is not mentioned by Jerome, Gennadius, and others, who make
mention of the writers of their own and ibrnier ages, and pass their censures on them, as genuine

or spuiioiis. And from others of the Fathers, who lived in those centuries, it plainly appears, that

the doctrines maintained in this book, concerning the celestial hierarchy, were not then known by

the church. It is proved to be spurious also by the fad that the author of it makes mention of holy

places, such as, temples, altars, &c. for divine worship, and catechumi ns, and the like, and many

other things, unknown to the church till the fourth century. And he uses the word * Hypostases'

to signify the divine persons, which was not used till then. He also irpeaks of the institution of

Monks, and various sorts of them ; which were not known till long aftt-r the apostolic age. Yea,

he quotes a passage out of CK mens Alexandrinus, who lived in the third century. These, and

many othi r arguments to the same purpose, are maintained, not only by protestants, but by some

impartial popish writers, and they .sutFiciently prove it spurious. See Dalljeus De Scrip. Dionys.

Aieop. and Du Pin's History of Ecclcsiabtieal Writers, Cent. 1. pp. 32—34.

z Acts xvii. 34. a Zech. ii. 3.
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cried to anotlier, ' Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full

of his glory.'*' The apostle John speaks of ' an angel ascending from the east, who
cried with a loud voice to four' other ' angels, '*= who were performing a part of

their ministry here on earth, and gave them a charge relating to it. Elsewhere

he again represents one angel speaking to another, and ' crying with a loud

voice, '"^ <fcc. In some of these instances, if the voices uttered by them were real,

the fact may be accounted for, by supposing that they assumed bodies for the

purpose, and so communicated their minds to one another in a way not much un-

like to what is done by man. This, however, is not their ordinary way of convers-

ing with one another. Yet we may infer from the fact and from many scriptures,

which might be brought to the same purpose, that there is some way or other by
which they communicate their thoughts to one another. How this is done, is hard

to determine, whether merely by an act of willing that others should know what

they desire to impart to them, or whether by some other methods. It is the safest

way for us to acknowledge our ignorance on the subject, and it would be no dis-

paragement for us to do so, were we the wisest men on earth. To attempt to de-

termine it, is to aim at a matter which, in our present state, is much beyond our

reach ; for here we know little of the nature or properties of spirits, especially those

that are without bodies. It is sufficient for us to conclude, tliat the angels con-

verse together, when joined in social worship ; but how they do this, is altogether

unknown to us.

VII. Notwithstanding all the advantages which the angels had from those natu-

ral endowments with which they were created, it is farther observed that they were

subject to change. Absolute and independent immutability is an attribute pecu-

liar to God ; so that whatever immutability creatures have, is by his will and power.

Some of the angels who were created holy, not only were subject to change, but

'kept not their first estate,'^ and, from being the sons of God, became enemies and
rebels. This is an evident proof of the natural mutability of creatures, if not con-

firmed in a state of holiness and happiness. We have ground also to conclude from

it that the rest of the angels might have fallen, as well as they, had they not

been favoured with the grace of confirmation, which rendered their state of blessed-

ness unchangeable. But this will be farther considered, under a following Answer.*

b Isa. vi. 3. c Rev. vii. 2, 3. d Chap. xix. 17. e Jude ver. 6. f See Quest, xix.

[Note 3 A. The Angel who slew the Assyrian Host.—The angel who 'smote, in the camp of the

Assyrians, an hundred fourscore and fi\e thousand,' was 'the angel of the Lord,' or 'the Angel
Jehovah.' Even apart from the numerous texts which identify this glorious person with ' God,'

•Jehovah,' tlie divine head and protector of the church, the context itself leaves little ground to

doul)t that he was such. ' Therefore, thus saith Jehovah, He shall not come into this city, nor

shoot an arrow there; for I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant

David's sake. And it came to pass that night, that the Angel Jehovah uent out and smote,* &c.,

2 Kings xix. 32—33. Whether he employe(i any instrument, physical or angelic, the narrative

does not &ay ; but that he was himself, not a created Angel, but the Angel of the covenant, the

Angel who redeemed Jacob from all evil, the Governor among the nations, it seems plainly to

state.—E».]

THE CREATION OF MAN.

Question XVII. How did God create man f

Answer. After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, formed the

body of the man of the dust of the ground, and the woman of the rib of the man ; endued them
with living, reasonable, and immortal souls, made them after his own image, in knowledge, righte-

ousness, and holiness, having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfil it, with
dominion over the creatures, yet subject to (all.

Why man was created last.

In this Answer it is observed tliat man was created after all other creatures. There
was a sort of climax or gradation in the work of creation. That the wisdom and



THE CREATION OF MAN. 347

power of God might be more admired in the work, he proceeded from things that

were less perfect to those that were more so. Man, who is the most excellent crea-

ture in tliis lower world, was framed the last ; for God designed by creating him,

not only to give a specimen of his power, wisdom, and goodness, but that the glory

of those perfections which shine forth in all his other works might be adored and
magnified by him, as a creature fitted for that purpose. The bounty and goodness
of God appear in man having been the last of the creatures brouglit into being.

All other things were created before him, that the world, M-liich was designed to be
the place of his abode, should be stored with all those provisions which were neces-

sary for his entertainment and delight, and that he might liereby be induced to give

God the glory which was due to his name, and all other creatures which were form-

ed before him, might be objects leading him to it.

Man created Male and Female.

As to the difference of sex, it is observed, that 'man was made male and female.'

Adam was first formed ; concerning whom we read, which is a humbling consider-

ation, that his 'body was formed of tlie dust of the ground,' whence he took his

name. This God puts him in mind of, after his fall, wlien he says, ' Dust thou
art.'K The best of men have sometimes expressed the low thoughts they have of

themselves, by acknowledging this as the origin of the human nature. Thus Abra-
ham, M-hen standing in the presence of God, says, ' I have taken uj)on me to speak

unto the Lord which am but dust and ashes. '^' This character is considered as uni-

versally belonging to mankind, when it is said, ' Then shall the dust return to the

earth as it was. '

'

As to the woman, it is said, she was formed of the rib of the man. The reason

of her formation is particularly assigned, ' It is not good that the man should be

alone ; I will make him an help meet for him.''' There was a garden planted for

his delight, and the beasts of the earth were brought and given to him, as his pro-

perty ; and his sovereignty over them was expressed by his giving names to every

living creature. But these were not fitted to be his companions, though designed

for his use. He was, notwithstanding, alone. Hence, God, designing him a greater

degree of happiness, formed one who might be a partner with him in all the en-

joyments of this life, that hereby he might experience the blessing of a social life,

and that, according to the laws of nature, the world might be inhabited, and its

Creator glorified, by a numerous seed who should descend from him.

From Adam's being first formed, the apostle infers his pre-eminence of sex;'

though not of nature. In respect to nature, the woman is designed to be a sharer

with him in his present condition, and his future expectation. Concerning her

being formed of a rib, or, as some understand it, out of the side of man, some curi-

ous or over-nice observations have been made, which it is needless to mention.

The account which the scripture gives, is, that her being part of himself, argued
the nearness of relation and unalienable ati'ection which ought to be between man
and wife. Adam observed, ' This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my fiesh

:'"»

and our Saviour, referring to the same thing, says, ' For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one

flesh.'"

Adam and Eve the First Human Beings.

The next thing which may be observed, is. that these were the first parents of

all mankind. Tlio apostle expressly calls Adam 'the first man.''' Tliis is very

agreeable to the account which Moses gives of his creation, on tlie sixtli day from

the beginning of time. It is a truth so generally received, that it seems almost

needless to insist on any proof of it. The very heathen who knew not who the first

man was, or where or when ho was created, allowed in general that there was one

R On. iii. in li G.'ii. xviii. 27. i I>rl. \ii. 7. k Gen. ii. 18. 1 1 Tim. ii. 11— 13.

comi)arcii with 1 Cor. \\ 6, U. ui Gen. li. '23. 2-1. n Matt. .\i.\ 5, o 1 Cor. xv. 45.
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from whom all descended. Hence, when the apostle Paul argued with them, that
' God had made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the lace of the

earth, 'P none of them pretended to deny it.

None who own the divine authority of scripture ever questioned the account of

Moses respecting the origin of the human race, till a bold writer, about the middle

of the last century, published a book, in which he advanced a new and fabulous

notion. He says that there was a world of men who lived before Adam was cre-

ated,^ and that these were all heathen. He alleges that Moses speaks of their

creation as having occurred many ages before Adam,—that he speaks of their

creation in the first chapter of Genesis, and of Adam's in the second chapter. He
further supposes that Adam was created in some part of the world which was then

uninhabited, where he was designed to live, and to be the father of the church

which was to descend from him ; and that, being so far remote from the rest of

mankind, he knew not that there were any other men besides himself, till his family

increased, and some of them apostatized from the faith, and till, in particular, Cain

and his descendants 'went out from the presence of the Lord,' and dwelt among
them. And whereas Adam is called by the apostle Paul, 'the first man,' this

writer supposes that he is so styled only as contradistinguished from Christ, who is

called ' tlie second man ;' the design being, according to him, to compare the per-

son whom he supposes to have been the head of the Jewish church, with him who
is the Head of the Christian church. He insists largely on and perverts that

scripture where it is said, ' Until the law, sin was in the world;'' as though the

sense of it were, that there was a sinful generation of men in the world, before

God erected his church and gave laws to it, when he created Adam as its head
and father. The apostle, in that passage, clearly speaks of sin prevailing in the

world before the law was given by Moses. As to the historical account of the

creation of man in scripture, it is plain that, in the first chapter of Genesis, Moses
speaks of the creation of man in general, male and female, and that, in the second

chapter, he gives a particular account of the same thing, and speaks of the manner
of the formation of Adam and Eve. Besides, when God had created Adam, it is

expressly said, that 'there was not a man to till the ground.'* There was hence

no other man living ; a fact which is directly contrary to this chimerical opinion.

Besides, if there had been a world of men before Adam, what occasion was there

for him to be created out of the dust of the ground ? He might have been the

father of the church, and yet descended, in a natural way, from one that was then

in being. Or if God designed that he should live at a distance from the rest of

the world, he might have called him from the place of his abode, as he afterwards

called Abraham, without exerting power in creating him ; and he might have
ordered him to take a wife out of the world, without creating a woman for the

purpose. It would be too great a digression, nor would it answer any valuable

end, for me to take notice of every particular argument brought in defence of the

notion I have stated. But though the book we speak of is not much known in

the world, tlie notion is propagated and defended by many atheists and deists, who
design by it to bring the scripture-history and religion in general into contempt.

I am obliged, therefore, in opposition to them, to answer an objection or two.

If Adam was the first man, and his employment was tilling the ground, whence,

it is asked, had he tliose instruments of husbandry wliich were necessary for agi'i-

culture, and other things to subserve the various occasions of life ? This question

may easily be answered, by supposing that he had a sufficiency of wisdom to find

out every thing which was needful for his use and service, whatever improvement

p Acts xvii. 26.

q This book, which is called Systema Theologicum, in which this matter is pretended to be
detewded, was published by one Peirerius, about the middle ot the last ciiitury ; and, being written

in Latin, was read by a great many ot the learned world. As the sense of many scriptures is

strained by him to delend it and hereby contempt v\as cast upon scripture in general, and occasion

given to many, who are so disposed, to reproach an<i Inirles-que it, some have thought it worth
their while to take notice of and confute this new doctrine. Afterwards, the author, either coin
vinced of his error, as some suppose, or afraid lest he should sutler persecution for it, recanted his

opinion, and turned Papist.

r Rom. V. 13. 8 Gen. ii. 5.
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might be made in manual arts hy future ages. But the objection, tliough men-
tioned amongst others, is not niueh insisted on.

There is another objection which some think a little more plausible, founded ou
what is stated in the fourth chapter of Genesis. There we read of Cain's killing

his brother Abel, which occurred a little before the hundred and thirtieth year of

the world. This appears by comparing chap. v. 3. with chap. iv. 25. It is said,
* Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat 8eth ;' and on that occasion,

his wife acknowledges it as a mercy, that ' God had appointed her another seed,

instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.' Now the consequence of the murder was that

'Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod,'*
and that ' he built a city, and called the name of it after the name of his son

Enoch.'" The objectors hence infer, that, in a little above an hundred and
thirty years after the world was created, there were several colonies settled in

places remote from the land of Eden, where Adam and his posterity dwelt ; and
that the inhabitants of those countries were of a different religion from him, other-

wise Cain's living among them M'ould not be styled his ' going out from the pre-

sence of the Lord.' It is not said, they observe, that Cain peopled that land, but

that he went thither, that is, dwelt amongst its inhabitants ; and they allege that

it must have been by their assistance that he built the city. For it is probable,

they say, that the art of building was then hardly knoM'n by our first parents and
their descendants, who lived separate from the world in tents, and worshipped God
in that way which they received by divine revelation, being but few in number,
while .other parts of the world might be as much peopled as they are at this day.

Now to this objection it may be answered, that as the chimerical opinion advocated

in it, sets aside or perverts the scripture-account of things, so the absurdity of it

may be easily manifested. Their supposition that the number of Adam's posterity

was small and inconsiderable, when Cain slew his brother and built the city before-

mentioned, will appear to be an ungrounded conjecture, if the blessing, which God
conferred on man in his first creation, of increasing, multiplying, and replenishing

the earth,'' took efifect, as it doubtless did, and that in an uncommon degree, the

necessity of things requiring it. It is not absurd to suppose, that at least as many
children were generally born at a birth, and in as early an age of the mother's life,

as have been or are in any uncommon instances in later ages. It is also very pro-

bable, that the time of child-bearing continued many years longer than it now does

in proportion to the number of years in which the life of man exceeded its present

standard. And if the age of man was extended to eight or nine hundred years,

we may conclude that there were but few who died young. Let these things be

taken for granted, which seem not in tke least improbable, and any one who is

curious in his inquiries about this matter, and desires to know what a number of

people might be born in one hundred and thirty years, will find it tu be so great

that they might spread themselves through many countries, far distant from tho

place where Adam dwelt. There is, therefore, no need to suppose, that those with

whom Cain dwelt in the land of Nod, were persons who lived before Adam was

created. But that this may more abundantly appear, let it be farther considered,

that though, immediately after the account of Abel's death, wo read of ' Cain's

going out from the presence of tho Lord,' and his dwelling 'in the land of Nod,

and building a city,' there is no reason why we should take for granted that these

events happened immediately or within a few years after the murder of Abel, or

about the hundred and thirtieth year of the Morld. Scripture contains the history

of the life of Cain in a few verses, without any chronological account of the time

when these things were said to be done by him. It hence seems probable, that

the event occurred some hundreds of years after Cain slew Abel. We need not

inquire, therefore, what a number of persons might be in the world in one hundred

and thirty years, but in seven or eight hun<h-ed years ; and then the world might

be almost as full of people as it is now, and tlie greatest part of the world might be

also degenerate, and strangers to the true religion, so that Cain miglit properly be

said to go out from the presence of the Lord, and choose to live with those who

t Gen. iv.l6. u Verse 17 x Gen. i. 28
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were apostates from him and served other gods. No advantage, then, is gained

against the scripture-history, by those who, in contempt of it, defend the ill-ground-

ed opinion which we have noticed. We have thus considered man as created

male and female, and our first parents, as the common stock, or root, whence all

descended.

The Constituent Parts of Man.

We shall now take a view of the constitution or frame of the human nature,

and consider the two constituent parts of man, namely, the soul and body. With
respect to the former, he is, as it were, allied to angels, or, to use the scripture-ex-

pression, 'made a little lower than they.'y As to the other, whidi is his inferior

part, namely, the body, he is ' of the earth, earthy,' and set upon a level with the

lower parts of the creation.

1. We shall consider first the body of man. It was first formed before the soul

;

and according to the course and laws of nature, it is first fashioned in the womb,
and the soul is united to it when it is organized and fitted for its reception. There
are many things very wonderful in the structure of human bodies, which might
well give occasion to the inspired writer to say, ' I am fearfully and wonderfully

made.'^ This is a subject which would afford us much matter to enlarge on ; and
we might take occasion to admire the wisdom and goodness of God in this part of

his work. Many things might be observed from the shape and erect posture of the

body, and the sevei-al conveniences which thence arise, and how we are hereby in-

structed that we were not born to look downwards to the earth, but up to heaven
whence our chief happiness is derived. We might here consider the various parts

of the body, none of which are superfluous or redundant, and their convenient situ-

ation for their respective uses ; the harmony and contexture of them, and the sub-

serviency of one part to another ; and particularly, how the body is so ordered by
the wisdom of the Creator, that those parts which are most necessary for the pre-

servation of life, and which, if hurt, would occasion immediate death, are placed

most inward, that they may be sufficiently defended from all external injuries

which might befall them ; and also the disposition of those parts which are the

organs of sense, and their contexture, whereby they are fitted to exert themselves

in a way most proper to answer their ends. We might also consider the tempera-

ture of the body, whereby its health and vigour are maintained ; and that variety

that there is in the countenances and voices of men, so great that there is hardly

an exact similitude in any two persons in the world, and so beneficent in design as

to subserve the general advantage of mankind. These things might have been par-

ticularly insisted on, and might have afforded many useful observations. But
to enlarge on this head as it deserves, would be to divert too much from our present

design. Besides, it m ill be very difficult for any one to treat on this subject with

more advantage than it has been done by several learned and judicious writers,

who, taking advantage of those improvements which have been lately made in ana-

tomy, have set it in a much clearer light than in former ages. It is insisted on so

particularly and with such demonstrative evidence by them, that I choose to refer

the reader to their writings, rather than insist on it.'' All that I shall farther ob-

serve is, that there is something wonderful in that natural heat which is continued

in the bodies of men for so many years together, and in the motion of the heart,

the circulation of the blood and juices, the continual supply of animal spirits, and
their subserviency to muscular motion. These things, and many others of a simi-

lar nature, are all wonderful in the bodies of men.

It may be objected, that there are other creatures who, in some respects, excel

men as to their bodies, and the powers of them,—as the vulture, and many other

creatures, in quickness of sight and hearing ; the dog in the sense of smelling
;

many others, in strength and swiftness ; and some inanimate creatures, as the sun
and otlier heavenly bodies, in beauty. We reply, that the bodies of men must bo

y Psal. viii. 5. z Psal. cxxxix. 14. a See Ray's Wisdom of God, in the
Work of Creation, Part II. and Derham's riijsico-Tluology, Book V.
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allowed to have a superior excellency, if considered as united to their souls, and
rendered more capable of glorifying God, and enjoying that liappincss which no
creatures below them are capable of. It is true, man is not endowed with such
quickness of sense, strength of body, and swiftness of motion, as many other «rea-

tures are ; some of whicli endowments tend to the preservation of their own lives,

while others are conducive to the advantage of man. Hut man has every thing,

in the frame of his nature, necessary to his happiness, agreeable to his present sta-

tion of life, and suited to his glorifying God and an.swering higher ends than other

creatures were made for. If we judge of the excellencies of the human nature, wo
must conceive of man more especially as to that more noble part of which he con-

sists. Accordingly,

2. We shall consider him as having a rational and immortal soul. This not only

gives a relative excellency to the body to which it is united, and, by its unioa

therewith, preserves it irom corruption, but it uses the various organs of it, to per-

form actions which are under the conduct of reason. That which renders it still

more excellent, is, that it is capable of being conversant about objects abstracted

from matter, and of knowing and enjoying God. Whatsoever obstructions it may meet
with from the temperament of the body to which it is united, or what uneasiness

soever it may bo exposed to from its sympathy with it, none of those things which
tend to destroy the body, or separate it from tlie soul, can atfect the soul so far as to

take away its power of acting. For, when separate from the body, the soul re-

mains immortal, and is capable of farther improvements, and a greater degree of

happiness.

We might here proceed to prove the immortality of the soul ; but we shall have

occasion more particularly to do this, under a following Answer,^ when we consider

the souls of believers, as made perfect in holiness, and thereby fitted for and after-

wards received into lieavcu, and as having, in consequence of their immortality,

escaped the grave, in which the body is to be detained until the resurrection.

Man Created after the Image of God.

We proceed to consider another excellency of the human nature, as man was

made after the image of God. To be made a little lower than the angels, as he is

represented to be by the psalmist,*' is a very great honour conferred on him. But

what can be said greater of him than that he was made after the image of God?
Yet, though this is a scripture-expression, denoting the highest excellency and

privilege, it is to be explained consistently with that infinite distance that there is

between God and the creature. The glorious character which it denotes, does not

argue him to partake of any divine perfection ; nor is it inconsistent with the no-

thingness of the best of finite beings, when compared with God. For whatever

likeness there is in man to God, there is, at the same time, an infinite dissimilitude

or disproportion. We formerly observed this, when we considered the ditterence

between those divine attributes which are called incommunicable, from others

which some call communicable.*^

If it be inquired, wherein the image of God in man consists, it would be prepos-

terous and absurd, to the last degree, to suppose that it has any respect to tho

lineaments of the body. There is a direct oi)position, rather than similitude, be-

tween the spirituality of the divine nature and the bodies of men. Indeed, it

would have been needless to mention this, had not some given occasion for it, by

perverting the sense of those scriptures in which God, in condescension to our com-

mon mode of speaking, is represented, in a metaphorical way, as though he had a

body or bodily parts. From these scriptures some have inferred, that he assumed

a body at first, as a model according to which he would frame that of man. This

opinion, however, is not only absurd, but blas])liemous, and carries its own con-

futation in it. There are others who suppose tliat man was made after the iniage

of Christ's human nature. This opinion, though it does not altogether contain so

b See vol. ii. Quest. Ixxxvi. c Tsal. viii. 5. d See Section, ' General View

of the Divine Attributes.'
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vile a suggestion as the former, yet is groundless and absurd. For Christ was

made after the likeness of man, as to what concerns his human nature f and man,

in that respect, was not made after his image. Let me add, that when the scrip-

ture speaks of man as made after the image of God, it plainly gives us ground to

dibtinguish between this image and that glory which is peculiar to Christ, who is

said not only to be made after his image, but to be ' the image of the invisible

God,'^ and the 'express image of his person. 's There is, in this respect, such a

similitude between the Father and Son, as cannot, in any sense, be affirmed of the

likeness which is said to be between God and the creature.

Moreover, when we speak of man's being made after the image of God, as con-

sisting in some finite perfections communicated to him, we must carefully guard
against even the remotest supposition, that he was made partaker of any of the

divine perfections. It is true, the apostle speaks concerning believers, as made
' partakers of the divine nature i'^ but, in studying this phrase, we must take heed

that we do not pervert the mind of the Holy Ghost. Nothing is intended by this

expression, in which the image of God is set forth, but a sanctified nature, or, as I

would rather choose to render it, ' a divine nature,' derived from, and, in some re-

spects, conformed to him, but yet infinitely below him.

The image of God in man, as spoken of in this Answer, is said to consist parti-

cularly in three things.

1. In knowledge. This is what we generally call the natural image of God in

man, which he is endowed with as an intelligent creature. Not that the degree of

knowledge which the best of men are capable of, contains in it any thing properly

divine, as to its formal nature ; for there is a greater disproportion between the

infinite knowledge of the divine mind and that of a finite creature, than there is

between the ocean and a drop of water. But it signifies, that as God has a com-
prehensive knowledge of all things, man has the knowledge of some things, agree-

able to his finite capacity, communicated to him. In this sense we are to under-

stand the apostle's words, when he speaks of man's being ' renewed in knowledge,

after the image of him that created him.''

2. It consists in righteousness and holiness. This some call the moral image of

God in man. If we consider it as restored in sanctification, it may more properly

be called his supernatural image. It consists in the rectitude of the human na-

ture, as opposed to that sinful deformity and blemish which renders fallen man
unlike to him. We must hence consider him as at first made upright,'' so that

there was not the least tincture or taint of sin in his nature, or any disposition or

inclination to it. All the powers and faculties of the soul were disposed to answer

the ends of its creation, and thereby to glorify God. Some add, that the image

of God in man, consisted in blessedness ; so that as God is infinitely blessed in the

enjoyment of his own perfections, man was, in his way and measure, blessed in

possessing and enjoying those perfections which he received from God. But,

though this is true, I would rather choose to keep close to the scripture-mode of

speaking, which represents the image of God in man as consisting ' in righteousness

and true holiness.''

Man, having been thus made after the image of God, is farther said, in this

Answer, to have had the law of God written in his heart, and power to fulfil it.

Herein God first made him, and then dealt with him as a reasonable creature, the

subject of moral government. And, that this law might be perfectly understood,

it was written on his heart, that hereby he might have a natural knowledge of the

rule of his obedience, and might with as little difficulty be apprized of his duty to

God, as he was of any thing which he knew as an intelligent creature. And as he

was indispensably obliged to yield obedience to tliis law, and the consequence of

violating it would be his ruin, God, as a just and gracious Sovereign, gave him
ability to fulfil it ; so that he miglit not, without liis own fault, or by a necessity

of nature, rebel against liim, and so plunge himself into inevitable misery.

3. It is farther observed, that the image of God, in man, consisted in man's do-

e Phil. ii. 7. f Col. i. 15. g Heb. i. 3. h 2 Pet. i. 4.

i Col. iii. 10. k Eccl. vii. 29. 1 Eph. iv. 24.
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minion over the creatures. This is expressly revealed in scripture, when God says,
' Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and lot them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.'"' The
psalmist describes this dominion in other words, though not much ditt'ering as to
their general import, wlieu he says, ' Thou madest him to have dominion over the
works of thy hands ; thou hast put all things under his feet, all slieep and oxen,
yea, and the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.' ° This dominion consisted in

the right wliich he had to use and dispose of the inferior creatures, for his com-
fort and delight, and for serving liim in all things necessary to the glorifying of his

Creator. He had, however, no right nor inclination, in his state of integrity, to

abuse them, as fallen man, in various instances, does. [See Note 3 B, below.]

Tlie Fallibility of Man.

The last thing observed in this Answer is, that, notwitlistanding the advantage-
ous circumstances in which man was created, he was subject to fall. By this we
are not to understand that he was forced or compelled to fall, through any necessity

of nature; for thatwould have been inconsistent with tlie liberty of his will to what
was good, or that rectitude of nature whereby he was not only fitted to perform per-

fect obedience, but to avoid every thing which had a tendency to render him guilty

before God, and thereby to ruin him. As to the devil, he had no power to force

the will ; nor could he lay any snare to entangle and destroy man, but what man
had wisdom enough, had he improved his faculties as he ought, to have avoided.

Yet, notwithstanding this, it is evident that he was subject to fall; for that appears
by the event. He had, indeed, no disposition to sin in his nature, for God could
not create a person in such a state, since that would have rendered him the author
of sin ; yet he did not determine to prevent it. That man would have eventually

been raised above all liability to fall, was a privilege, as wiU be hereafter considered,

which man would have attained to, according to the tenor of the covenant he was
under, had he performed its conditions ; and so he would have been confirmed in

holiness and happiness. But in this state it is certain lie was not at first ; because

ho fell. Of this, however, more sliall be said under a following Answer.

m Gen. i. 26. n Psal. viii. 6—8.

[Note 3 B. The Image of God—The image of God, in which man was made, must, in order to

be understood, be viewed in connexion with man's state after the fall. That it included a resem-

blance to God in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, seems to be fully implied in those passages

of the New Testament which speak of the restoration of it in the believing and regenerated, Col.

iii. 10. Eph. iv. 14. Yet, in its primary or chief character, as distinguishing man at his creation,

or as distinguishing him among the works of the Creator, it appears to have consisted in his moral
intelligence, aeid in his possessing reasonable control over his own actions, and dominion over the

inferior animals. Hence, as explanatory of the statement, ' God created man in his own image,' it

is added, ' God blessed them, and said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth;

and have dominion over tlie fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing

that moveth upon the earth,' Gen. i. 27, 28. Hence, too, the apostle Paul calls man 'the image

and glory of God,' on the particular ground of his being the 'head of the woman,' or having con-

trol over her in the domestic constitution, 1 Cor. xi. 7.

God made man a moral and intelligent being, possessing freedom of will to control his own
actions, and faculties to govern the inferior animals. But man lost neither his moral agency, his

rationality, nor altogether his dominion over the brute creation, by the fall. What he lost was

his holiness of nature, with whatever powers and enjovments depended on a slate ol iniiocet«fe.

His holiness rendered him like God in moral character; but uasnot what lonstitutcd the image of

God, as to intellectuality of nature, and government or control over objects and animals destitute

of reason. As regarded these, man existed in the image ot God as literally alter the fall as before.

His possessing that image was just what distinguished him from the irrational animals ; and so .

laie as the period after the flood, when permission was given to use the flesh of beasts lor (ood, it

.

was the special reason assigned by the divine lawgiver lor distinguishing: between man's lite an<l the.

life of a brute. ' Whoso,' said God, ' sheddi-th man's blood, by man sh>ill his blood be shid; for in

the image of God made he man,' Gen. ix. 6. The apostle James aftirii.s that all men, or men iu

general, possess the divine image. 'With the tongue,' he says, 'bless we God, even the Father;

and therewith curse we men, who are made after the similitude,' or in the image, ' ol God,' Jaoiiifl

iii. 9.

I. 2x
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IIow highly does men's possessing the divine imas;e enhance the quality of their actions, and the

greatness of their responsibility to the King of heaven ! Much is expected from our possessing

reason ; much from our possessing conscience; much from our possessing access to the light of rev-

elation : how very much, then, from our being 'made after the image of God,' from our resembling

the Deitv in intellectuality of nature, from our enjoying a controlling power over what is animal,

from our wielding influence over the welfare of all connected with us. and dominion over the inter-

ests of the lower animals ! He who sins against God, sins against himself, for he bears God's im-

age ; and he who abuses his reason, or his intellectual influence, abuses the similitude of the char-

acter of his Creator.

—

Ed.]

PROVIDENCE.

Question XVIII. What are God's works of providence ?

Answer. God's works of providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governi

ing all his creatures; ordering them, and all their actions, to his own glory.

The Meaning of Providence.

In discussing this answer, we must consider what we are to understand by providence

in general. It supposes a creature brought into being ; and consists in God's doing

everything which is necessary for the continuance of that being, and in his ordering

and overruling second causes to produce their separate effects, under the direction

of his infinite wisdom and the influence of his almighty power. It is owing to pro-

vidence that all things do not sink again into nothing, or that everything has what
it wants to render it fit to answer the end designed in its creation. Pursuant to

this general description of providence, it may be considered as consisting of two
branches ; first, God's upholding or preserving all creatures, and enabling them to

act by his divine concourse or influence ; and, secondly, his governing or ordering

them and all their actions for his own glory.

Upholding Providence.

God upholds all things. This he is expressly said to do 'by the word of his

power. '^ As God alone is independent and self-sufl3icient, the idea of a creature

implies dependence ; and that which depended on God for its being, must depend
on him for the continuance of that being. If any creature in this lower world

could prcsei-ve itself, surely man could do so, who is the most excellent of earthly

creatures. But it is certain that man cannot preserve himself; for, if he could, he
would not be subject to those decays of nature, or those daily infirmities, to which
all are liable. He would also, doubtless, preserve himself from dying ; for that is

agreeable to the dictates of nature, wliich would, were it possible for him to do it,

prevent itself from being dissolved. If man could preserve himself in being, more-
over, he might, and doubtless would, by his own skill, maintain himself in a pros-

perous condition in tliis world, and always lead a happy life ; for this is what
nature cannot but desire. The fact, however, that all are liable to the afllictions

and miseries of the present state, plainly argues that these are unavoidable, and,

consequently, that there is a providence which maintains men and all other crea-

tures in that state in wliich they are.

In considering the upholding providence of God, we must observe that it is either

immediate or mediate. The former consists in his exerting that power by which
we live, move, and act, and is sometimes called the divine manutenency. This

cannot be exerted by a finite medium, any more than that power which brought all

things into being. But besides this, God is said, according to the fixed laws of

nature, to preserve his creatures by the instrumentality of second causes. Thus
li:e is maintained by the air in which we breathe, and the food by which we are

nourished. Everything, also, which tends to our comfort in life, is communicated
to us by second causes, under the influence and direction of providence ; to which

f Heb. i. 3.
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it is as much to he ascrihcd, as though it were hrought about without means.
Accordingly, Jacob considers (Jod as giving him ' bread to eat, and raiment to

put on, '8 whatever diligence or industry was used by liini to attain them. God is

elsewhere said ' to give food to all flesh.''' And concerning brute creatures it is

said, ' These wait all upon thee, that tliou maycst give them their meat in duo
season ; that thou givest them, they gather ; thou openest thine band, they are filled

with good.''

Governing Providence.

God governs all things by his providence, so that nothing happens by chance to

him. This appears from those admirable displays of wisdom which come under
our daily observation in the government of the world. Many things are ordered to

subserve such ends as are attained by creatures without their own knowledge. The
sun, for example, and other heavenly bodies, which are a common blessing to this

lower world, the rain, the air, vapours, minerals, beasts, vegetables, and all other

creatures below men, answer their respective ends, without their own design, and
not by the will or management of any intelligent creature. They must, therefore,

be under the direction of providence.

That there is a providence which governs the world, is so obvious a truth, that

it has been denied by none but the most stupid part of mankind, who have wliolly

abandoned themselves to sensuality and libertinism, and hardly owned that there

is a God, or such things as moral good and evil. Tliese scarcely deserve the name of

men.'' All others have owned a providence, as what is the necessary .consequence of

the belief of a God. The doctrine of providence, therefore, is founded in the very na-

ture of man ; so that the heathen, who have had no other light than that aftbrds, have

expressed their belief of it, and have compared the Divine Being to a pilot who sits

at the helm and steers the ship, or to one who guides the chariot where lie pleases,

or to a general who marshals and gives directions to the soldiers under his com-

mand, or to a king who sits on the throne and gives laws to all his subjects. Ac-

cordingly, the apostle Paul, when arguing with the Athenians from principles which

they maintained, takes it for granted as what would not be contested by tliem, that

there is a providence, when he says, ' In him we live, and move, and have our

being. '^ Indeed, this truth appears to have been universally believed in tlie world,

by men of all religions, whether true or false. As it is the foundation of all true

worship, so that worship which was performed by the lieathen, as derived partly

from the light of nature and partly from tradition, and those prayers which were

directed to God, and those altars which were erected for his service, all argue

their belief, not only of a God, but of a providence. This doctrine, therefore, is

agreeable to the light of nature, as well as plainly evinced from scripture.

g Gen. xxviii. 20. h Psal. cxxxvi. 25. i Psal. civ. 2", 28.

k It was denied, indeed, by the Efpicurcans, who were detested by the better sort of heathen,

and reckoned the libertint-s of the respective ages in \'hich they lived. Though ihey may occasion-

ally speak of a God. yet they were deemed no better than atheists. Diogenes Laertiiis [Vid. in Vit.

Epicuri, lib. x.] in the closeof the life of Epicurus, gives a brief account of that philosopher's senti-

ments about religion, which he lays down in several short aphorisms, 'i'he tirst ot these begins

with this memorable passage, T» fiecxa^ict xai (i(p^«jT« tvn avra ^^tiyf^ena ixii 'fi-l !'>>.»' "(tX"
' Quod beatum et immortale est nequu ipsiim ?iegotia habet neque alii pra'bet ;" vv liicb e.vprtssion

some of the wiser heathen have taken just jtrence at. Accordingly. Cicero, [Vul. ejustl. lib. i.

De Nat. Deor.,] referring to this passage, sa\s, that whatever veneration Epicurus pr.t.nded to

have for the gods, he was no better than an Atheist, and brought a god into his philosoi hy, that

he might not fall under the displeasure of the senate at Athens. He says, • Novi .go Epicureos

omnia Sigilla venerantes; quanquam video nonnullis videri Epicurum, ne in off. iisionem Athenien-

sium caderet, verbis reliquisse Decs, re sustulisse.' Lactantius observes the same thing concerning

him, and describes him as a deceiver and a hypocrite, ' Hie vero si aliud sensit et aliiid loeutus est

quid aliud appellandus est quam de.-eptor, bilinguis, inalus, et propterea stultus?' [Vid. Lactant.

de Ira Dei, cap. 4.] As for the poets, it was only the most vain among them, those who gave

countenance to immoralitv, and endeavoured to debauch the age in which they lived, who denied

the doctrine of providence. In our age, the denial of it seems to be one of the first principles of

Deism.

1 Acts xvii. 28.
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Particular Providence.

The providence of God extends itself to all tlie actions of creatures. That this

may appear, let it be considered that there are innumerable effects produced by

what we call second causes. This is allowed by all. Moreover, every second cause

implies, that there is a first cause, which guides and directs it. Now, no creature

is the first cause of any action ; for that is peculiar to God. It follows, therefore,

that all creatures act under his influence, that is, by his providence. If it is ' in

God,' not only that 'we live,' but 'move,' and act, there is no motion or action

in the world, whether in things with or without life, but is under the influence of

providence. We shall proceed, therefore, to consider the providence of God, as

conversant about all thmgs, the least as well as the greatest, and about things

which are agreeable or contrary to the laws of nature, and particularly how it is

conversant about the actions of intelligent creatures, such as angels and men.

The greatest things are not above, nor the least and most inconsiderable below,

the care and influence of providence ; and, consequently, it must extend itself to all

things. The most excellent of finite beings are but creatures ; and, as such, are

dependent upon God, as much as the least. Accordingly, it is said, ' He doth ac-

cording to his will, in the army of heaven,' as well as 'among the inhabitants of

the earth. '•" Sometimes we read of the providence of God, as conversant about

the most glorious parts of the frame of nature. It is by his influence that the sun

appears to perfoi'm its regular motions ; he hath fixed it in the heavens, as in a

tabernacle appointed for it. Those creatures also which are most formidable to

men, as the leviathan, which is represented as the fiercest of all creatures which

abide in the sea, and the lion, which is tlie fiercest of all the beasts of the forest,

are described as subject to his providence, and as receiving their provisions from

it.° Even the inconsiderable ' sparrow doth not fall to the ground without ' it f
and the very ' hairs of our head are all numbered.' These are proverbial expres-

sions to denote the particular concern of providence, as conversant about the most
minute actions of life.

Again, the providence of God is conversant about those things which come to

pass, either agreeably or contrary to the fixed laws of nature, the whole frame of

which is held together by him. The successive returns of 'seed-time and harvest,

summer and winter, day and night,' are all ordered by him.P The elements and
meteors are subject to his appointment. ' Fire and hail, snow and vapour, and
stormy wind, fulfil his word.'"* ' He looketh to the ends of tlie earth, and seeth under

the whole heaven, to make the weight for the winds, and he weigheth the waters

by measure ; when he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of

the thunder.'
"

As to ett'ects which are above or contrary to the course of nature, these also are
subject to and ordered by his providence. It was contrary to the course of nature
for the ravens, which are birds of prey, to bring provisions to mankind, yet these

were ordered to bring a supply of food to the prophet Elijah.-^ The lions, which
knew no diftcrence between Daniel and his persecutors, and were naturally inclined

to devour the one as well as the other, vere obliged to make a distinction between
them, and not to hurt the one, but immediately to devour tlie other.* A whale
was provided, by providence, to receive and bring the prophet Jonah to land, when
cast into the sea." So the fire had no power over Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, when thrown into it, but immediately consumed those who were ordered to

cast them in."

Further, providence is conversant about intelligent creatures, more particularly

man, the most excellent creature in this lower world. He is, as it were, the pecu-
liar care and darling of providence. It has rendered him capable of enjoying the

blessings of both worlds, fitted him to glorify God actively as well as objectively,

m Dan. iv. 35. n Job xli. Psal. civ. 21. o Matt. x. 29, 30. p Gen. viii. 22.

1 Psal. cxlviii. 8. r Job xxviii. 24—26. 8 1 Kings xvii. 4. t Dan. vi. 22, 24.
u Jonah i. 17. x Dan. iii. 22, 27.
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and governs him in a way suited to his nature, and as one who is designed for
greater things than other creatures below him are capable of. Here we shall con-
sider the providence of God, as ordering the state and condition of men in this
world

;
and then speak more particularly of it, as conversant about the moral ac-

tions of men, considered as good or bad.
Providence, as conversant about the state and condition ofman in this life, particu-

larly respects both his natural and his religious interests. There is a peculiar care
of providence extended towards us, in our birth and infancy. The psalmist acknow-
ledges this, when he says, ' Thou art he that took me out of the womb ; thou didst
make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts ; I was cast upon thee from
the womb

; thou art my God from my mother's belly. 'y Providence has provided
the breast, and the most proper food contained in it, for the nourishment of the
infant, at its coming into the world ; and it has put those tender bowels into the
parents, to whose immediate care it is committed, in consequence of which, with-
out any arguments or persuasive motives besides what nature suggests, tliey can-
not, unless divested of all humanity, and becoming worse that brutes, neglect and
expose it to harm. Accordingly, the prophet says, 'Can a woman forget her suck-
ing child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb?'^ Be
the parents never so poor, there is something in nature which inclines them rather
to suffer themselves, than that the helpless infant should be exposed to suflFer

through their neglect. This is a peculiar instance of the care of providence. We
may add, that the time and place in which we were born or live, the circumstances
of our parents as to what concerns the world, especially if they are such as are re-
ligious themselves, and earnestly desire that their children may become so. and
endeavour to promote their spiritual as well as their temporal welfare, are all in-
stances of the care of providence.—Again, providence has respect to man in his
childhood and advancing years. This discovers itself in furnishing us with natural
capacities to receive instruction, which are daily improved as we grow in years.
And though every one has not a degree of parts fitting him for some station in
life which others are qualified for, yet most are endowed with that degree which
may fit them for the station of life in which they are placed, so that they may
glorify God some way or other in their generation.—Further, the care of provi-
dence respects various other ages and conditions of life. It is this which fixes
the bounds of our habitation, determines and overrules the advantages or disad-
vantages of conversation, the secular callings or employments in which we are en-
gaged, together with their issue and success. Health and sickness also, riches and
poverty, the favour or tlio frowns of men, the term of life, whether long or short,
are all under the direction of providence. • One dieth in his full strength, being
wholly at ease and quiet. His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened
with marrow. And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth
with pleasure.'* Likewise, as to what respects the injurious treatment we meet
with from men, providence is so far concerned, that it sometimes permits it for the
trial of our graces. At other times it averts the evil designed against us, by
softening the tempers and allaying the resentments of our enemies,—as in the in-

stance of Laban's and Esau's behaviour towards Jacob ; or it finds some way to

deliver us from the evil intended against us.—But the providence of God respects,

more especially, the spiritual concerns of his people. There are some footsteps of it

which have a more immediate subserviency to their conversion, particularly their

being placed under the means of grace, either bringing the gospel to them, or
ordering their abode where it is preached, and placing it before them in a way
most adapted to awaken, instruct, convert, or reprove. Providence is very remark-
able, also, in casting our lot where we may contract friendship and intimacy with
those whose conversation and example may be made of use to us for our convic-
tion, imitation, and conversion. Let me add, that sometimes there is a peculiar
hand of providence, in sending afflictions, which are sanctified, and rendered
means of grace, and have a tendency to awaken men out of their carnal se-

curity. This is one way whereby God speaks to man, to ' witlidraw him from his

y Psal. xxii. 9, 10. z Isa. xlix. 13. a Job xxi. 23—25.
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purpose, and hide pride from him.'^ Sometimes God makes his exemplary judg-

ments, which are abroad in the world, effectual to warn others to flee from the

wrath to come. As for the preaching of the gospel, there is sometimes a peculiar

hand of providence in giving a suitable word. In this case, God often overrules

the thoughts and studies of his ministers ; so that they are, as it were, directed

without their own forethought relating to this event, to insist on a subject which

God designs to make instrumental for the conversion of souls. He sets this home on

the consciences of men, keeps it fixed on the imagination of the thoughts of their

hearts, and enables them to improve it to his glory in the conduct of their lives.

We shall now consider the providence of God, as conversant about the actions of

men. If other creatures are dependent on him, in acting as well as existing, cer-

tainly man must not be exempted from this dependence. There are several scrip-

tures which speak of intelligent creatures, as under the influence of providence.

Thus it is said, ' The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord i as the rivers of

water, he turneth it whithersoever he will.''= And elsewhere the prophet says, *0

Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself ; it is not in man that walketh

to direct his steps ;''^ that is, he cannot manage himself in the conduct of life,

either as an intelligent creature or as a believer, without supposing the natural or

spiritual influence of divine providence. Now, these actions are considered as moral,

and so are agreeable or contrary to the divine law. In these different respects

they are either good or bad. The providence of God, then, is conversant about

the good actions of men. Nor is it so only by upholding the powers and faculties

of the soul in acting, or by giving a law which is the rule of conduct. Nor is it

conversant about good actions only in an objective way, or by moral suasion, as

affording rational arguments or inducements ; but it is so, as implanting and ex-

citing that principle by which we act, especially as it respects the work of grace

in the souls of men. This is what we call the gracious dispensation of providence,

exercised towards men, not merely as intelligent creatures, but as believers. This,

however, we shall not insist on at present, as we shall be led to discuss it under
.some following Answers, which more particularly set forth the grace of God as

displayed in the gospel. We now consider the actions of men in a more general

view, and we call them good only as they contain a less degree of conformity to

the divine law. But we refer the consideration of the goodness of actions, as under

the influence of special grace, to its proper place. All that we shall observe at

present is, that every thing good in the actions of intelligent creatures is under

the direction and influence of providence. This assertion does not carry even the

least appearance of a reflection on the divine perfections, while we suppose God to

be the Governor of intelligent creatures, acting as such. I presume, therefore, it

will not be much contested by any who allow a providence in general.

But the providence of God is conversant also about evil actions. This is a sub-

ject which involves a very great difficulty. We must use the utmost caution, lest

we advance anything which may argue God to be the author of sin ; and yet we
are not to suppose that the providence of God is to be wholly excluded from those

actions which are sinful. There is certainly some meaning in such scriptures as

these : God says concerning Pharaoh, ' I will harden his heart.'" ' Sihon king of

Ileshbon would not let us pass by him ; for the Lord thy God hardened his heart, and
made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand.'^ Concerning

Shimei it is said, ' The Lord .said unto him, Curse David. 's Concerning Joseph's breth-

ren, who sold him into Egypt, it is said, ' Itwasnot you that sent mehither, but God.'*'

Concerning the false prophets wlio deceived Ahab, it is said, ' The Lord hath put

a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets.'* These and similar scrip-

tures are not to be expunged from the Bible, but arc to be explained in a way con-

sistent with the divine perfections. Nothing can be inferred from them, if this be

not, that the providence of God is in some way conversant about those actions

which are .sinful. Still it is not in such a way as argues him to be either the

author or the approver of sin. Accordingly, I would choose to say, that the pro-

b Job xxxiii. 14,17,19. c Prov. xxi. 1. d Jer. x. 23. e Exod. iv. 21.

f Deut. li. 30, g 2 Sam. xvi. 10. b Gen. xlv. 8. i 1 Kings xxii. 231
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vidence of God is conversant about those actions to which sin is annexed, rather

than that it is conversant about sin itself, or about the obliquity or sinfulness of

the actions. That we may understand this matter, we must distinguish between
what is natural, and what is sinful in an action. The former is from God ; the

latter is from ourselves. This is oiten illustrated by similitudes. The motion of a
bowl, for example, is from the hand which throws it ; but the irregularity of the

motion is from the bias which turns it aside. The motion of a horse is excited by
the whip and spur of the rider ; but if it goes lame, the defect or halting which it

has in its motion, proceeds from an inward indisposition in the horse, and not from
the rider. The sun draws forth vapours from the earth by that heat which has a
tendency to exhale them ; but the stench which attends what is exhaled from a
dungliill, is not from the sun, but from the nature of the substance whence it is

drawn. So the providence of God enables sinners to act in a natural way ; but

the sinfulness, irregularity, or moral defects which attend their actions, is from
the corruption of their own nature. The man who blasphemes, for example, could

not think or utter his blasphemy witliout the concurrence of the common providence

of God, which enables him to perform tlie natural actions of tlnnking and speaking ;

but that the thoughts or tongue should be set against God or goodness, is from the

depravity of his own nature. Again, to kill or take away the life of a man is, in

some respects, a natural action, as it cannot be done without thought or strength

to execute what we design. These are the gifts of providence ; and, as respects

these, God concurs in the action. Joab could not have killed Abner or Amasa, if

he had not had a natural power to use the instrument with which he acted. This

power was from God ; but the malice which prompted him to abuse the gifts of

providence, his hypocritical subtilty, and his dissimulation or disguise of friendship

which gave him an opportunity to execute his bloody design, were from the wick-

edness of his own heart. The providence of God may thus be conversant about

that which is natural in a sinful action, without reflecting dishonour on him, as

the author of sin. But we must add some considerations as to the manner in which

it is conversant about sinful actions, in order that we may better understand those

scriptures which we have just quoted ; and, I hope, nothing which shall be stated

will be accounted derogatory to the divine glory.

The providence of God, then, may be conversant, in an objective way, about

those actions to which sin is annexed, without his being the autlior or approver of

it. Sin would not be committed, in many instances, if there were not some ob-

jects presented which give occasion to it. The object which presents itself may
be from God, when the sin which is occasioned thereby is from the corruption of

our nature. Thus Joseph's brethren would not have thought of killing him, or of

selling him into Egypt, at least when they did, if he had not obeyed his lather's

command, in going to deliver his message, and see how it fared with them. Pro-

vidence ordered his going to inquire respecting their welfare ; and hereby the ob-

ject was presented to them, which their own corrupt nature inclined them to abuse ;

so that, as soon as they saw him, they entered into a conspiracy against him. In

so far as the providence of God was objectively conversant about this action, God
is said to have sent Joseph into Egypt ; though every circumstance in it whicli was

vile and sinful, was from themselves. Agani, in the instance before-mentiuued, of

Shimei's cursing David, providence was conversant about the action, in so lar as

it ordered that l)avid should come by at that time when Shimei was tliere, with-

out his doing which Shimei would not have cursed him. "When it is .said, in the

scripture referred to, that ' The Lord said to Shimei, curse David,' the meaning

is, ' The Lord hath brought me into so low a condition, that tlie vilest persons,

who, before this time, were afraid to open their mouths against me, now take occa-

sion to give vent to their malicious reproaches, as Sliimei did.' The providence of

God was conversant about this action, in an objective way. Now, whatever it is so

conversant about, God, according to the scripture-mode of speaking, is said to do.

When, for example, the manslayer killed one, through inadvertency, who was

presented as an object to him, God is said to ' deliver him into his hand.''' Yet

k Exoil. xxi. 13.
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in all sinful actions, God's presenting the object, does not render him the author of

the sin ; for this is to be ascribed to the coiTuption of nature which took occasion,

from the sight of the object to exert itself. Accordingly, such an object might have
been presented, and the sinful action not have ensued. Thus ' the wedge of gold,

and the Babylonish garment,' were no temptation to other Israelites, who, as well

as Achan, saw them among the spoils of Jericho ; though they were so to him,
through the covetousness of his own temper, and the corruption of his nature,

which internally moved him to his sinful action. Again, objects are not presented

by providence with a design to ensnare or draw persons to sin, though God knows
that occasion will be taken from it to commit sin. There are other ends of their

being presented ; which may be illustrated by a particular instance. God knows,

that if the gospel be preached, some will take occasion to reproach it. Yet he
orders that it shall be preached, not that men may take occasion to reproach it,

but that those whom he has ordained to eternal life may be converted by it. So
our Saviour appeared publicly at the feast of the passover, though he knew that

the Jews would put him to death
; yet, the end of his going to Jerusalem was not

that he might draw forth their corruption, but that he might finish the work which
he came into the world to do. He was, at that time, engaged in his Father's

work ; but they performed that which they were prompted to do, by Satan and
their own wicked hearts.

Again, when the providence of God is said to be conversant about sin, it is in

suffering or permitting it, not in suggesting it or tempting to it. No one, as the

apostle James remarks, ought to say, ' when he is tempted, that he is tempted of

God ; for God cannot tempt any man ;' but, when he is tempted, ' he is drawn
away by his own lust, and enticed.'^ So far as the providence of God denies re-

straining grace, whence corrupt nature takes occasion to break forth, it is conver-

sant about sin occasionally, not effectively. When the banks or flood-gates which
keep waters within due bounds, are broken down by their owner, who does not

think fit to repair them, the waters will, according to the course of nature, over-

flow the country. Or, if the hedge or enclosure which secures the standing corn

be taken away, the beasts, by a propensity of nature, will tread it down, and de-

vour it. So if that which would have a tendency to restrain or prevent sin be
taken away, it will be committed ; and the providence of God may do this, either

in .a way of sovereignty, or as a punishment for former sins committed, without

being charged as the author of sin. It is not the same, in this case, as when men
do not prevent sin in others, when it is in their power to do so ; for they are under
an obligation to prevent it whenever they can. But God is under no obligation to

extend his restraining grace to sinful men ; and sometimes he suffers that wrath
which he will not restrain, to break forth, as having a design, some way or other,

to glorify himself by it. Accordingly, the psalmist says ' Surely the wrath of

man shall praise thee : the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.'™

Further, the providence of God may be said to be concerned about sin, in over-

ruling it for his own glory, and his people's good. In the former instances, the

design or agency of providence discovers itself, before the sin was committed ; but,

in this, it discovers itself afterwards. It is a wonderful display of his wisdom ; for

it makes provision that, while the sinner obstinately resolves to rebel against him,

his conduct shall tend not to lessen, but to illustrate some of his perfections. Thus
he overruled the wicked action of Joseph's brethren, in their selling him into Egypt,

to preserve their lives, in the time of famine. Accordingly Joseph says, * God did

send me before you to preserve life.'" And the vilest action that ever was com-
mitted in the world, namely, the crucifying of the Lord of glory, was overruled for

saving his people from their sins. Sometimes also wo read of God's punishing the

obstinacy and rebellion of men, by giving courage and success to their enemies

against them. Thus Nebuchadnezzar's success in arms against the Jews, was
ordered by the providence of God, to punish their idolatry ; first, by carrying the

greatest part of them captive, and then, when pursuing those who, contrary to

God's order, fled into Egypt, by destroying them or carrying them captive like-

1 James i. 13. 14. m Psal. Ixxvi. 10. n Gen. xlv. 5.
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»^ise. In doing this, Nebuchadnezzar is called * God's servant ;'° not as thougli
he had in it any religious regard to the honour and command of God. 1 1 is design
was only to enlarge his dominions, by depriving otliers of their natural rights ; yet
God overruled this, for setting forth the glory of his vindictive justice against a
sinful people. Cyrus, on the other hand, M-as raised up to be Israel's deliverer from
captivity. His success in war, which God designed should be subservient to his

being so, is styled, his ' girding him;'P and God promises, that he would 'loosf the
loins of kings, to open before him the two-leaved gates.' All this was done with
a design that Cyrus should give liberty to God's people ; though Cyrus had no
more religion, or real regard to the interest of God in the world, than other kings,
who design little else but the satisfying of their own ambition. It is expressly said of
him, ' Thou hast not known me.' God did not approve of that corruption wliich

might give the first occasion to the war, or that injustice which might appear in it;

yet he overruled it to answer the ends of his own glory. Moreover, in the over-

ruling providence of God, there are some things which seem to have a more direct

tendency to bring about the ends designed, agreeably to the nature of those second
causes which he makes use of, whereby ho gives us occasion to expect the event
which follows. On the other hand, he sometimes brings about some great and
valuable ends by those means, which, at first view, have no apparent tendency to

produce them, but which are overruled without or contrary to the design of second
causes. In these cases, the admirable wisdom of providence discovers itself.

Thus those things which to all appearance seem to threaten our ruin, are ordered
to subserve our future happiness, though such a result is at present altogether un-
expected. When there was such a dark gloom cast on the world, by the entrance
of sin, who would have thought that this should be overruled by providence, to
give occasion to the display of those divine perfections which are glorified in the
work of our redemption ? I do not, indeed, relish the expression of an ancient
writer, who says, " Happy sin 1 which gave occasion to man's salvation." But I

would .say. How admirable was the providence of God, which overruled the vilest

action to answer so great an end, and brought so much good out of that which, in

itself, was so great an evil I

We might here give some particular instances of the dispensations of providence

by which God brings good out of evil ; and consider those lengths which he hath
suffered some men to run in sin, whom he designed, notwithstanding, eti'ectuallj

to call and save. Of this the apostle Paul was a very remarkable instance. He
considers divine providence in the events of his historj', as an expedient whereby
God designed to ' show forth all long-suftering, as a pattern to them that should
hereafter believe on Christ to life eternal,' and as an encouragement to men, to

conclude that ' Christ came into the world to save the chief of sinners.'^ The in-

jurious treatment which God's people have met with from their enemies, has some-
times been overruled for their good. Thus Ishmacl's 'mocking,' or, as the apos-

tle calls it, ' persecuting * Isaac, and, as is more than probable, reproaching not

only him but the religion which he professed, was overruled, by providence, for

Isaac's good, when Ishmael was separated from him. This set him out of danger

of being led aside by his bad example, as well as delivered him from that uneasi-

ness which his opposition to him would have occasioned ; and it was most agree-

able to his future circumstances, whom God designed, not only to be the heir of

the family, but the propagator of religion in it. Again, Pharaoh's cruelty, and
the methods used to prevent the increasing of the children of Israel in p]gypt, were

overruled by the providence of God ; so that the Israelites appeared afterwards to

be, in a peculiar manner, the objects of providential care. It is particularly re-

marked, in scripture, as an instance of the kind hand of providence towards them,

that * the more the Egyptians afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.''

Again, the inhuman and barbarous cruelty of Simeon and Levi, in slaying the

Shechemites,* brought on them a curse ; and accordingly their father pronounced

it, and tells them, that God would divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in

o Jcr. xliii. 10- P Isa- ^clv. 1. 5. q 1 Tim. i. 15, 16. r Exod. i. 12.
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Israel.'* This had its particular accomplishment in Levi's having no distinct in-

heritance, except those cities which were appointed out of every tribe. But this

dividino- and scattering of the Levites throughout the whole country, was overruled

by the "providence of God, for the good of his people in general ; for thereby this

tribe, which God had ordained ' to teach Jacob his judgments and Israel his law,'"

was, through the nearness of their habitation, conveniently situated among them

to answer that end. We might farther observe, that Saul's unreasonable jealousy

and fury in persecuting David, were overruled by providence for his good. In

his exile, he had a greater degree of communion with God than at other times,

and, as is more than probable, was inspired to pen the greater number of his Psalms,

and was, as it were, trained for the crown in the school of affliction, and so more

fitted to govern Israel, when God designed to put it on his head. Let me add, that

God's suffering the persecuting rage of the Jews to vent itself against the apostles,

when the gospel was first preached by them, was overruled by providence for their

scattering, and this for the farther spread of the gospel wherever they went. The

apostle Paul observes, that ' his bonds in Christ were not only manifest in all the

palace, and in all other places, ' but were made conducive to ' the furtherance of

the gospel.'^ As for that contention which occurred, at one time, between him

and Barnabas, in which each of them showed that they were but men, subject to

like passions and infirmities with others, it seems to have been occasioned by a

small and inconsiderable circumstance, and yet rose to such a height, that ' they

departed one from the other. '^ Each seemed to be overmuch tenacious of his own

humour. But providence suff'ered the corruption of these excellent men to discover

itself, and their separation to ensue, that, by this means, their ministry might be

rendered more extensive, and double service be done to the interest of Christ in

different parts of the world. We might descend to instances of later date, and

consider how God suffered the church of Rome to arrive at the greatest pitch of

ignorance, superstition, and idolatry, and wholly to forsake the faith of the gospel,

so as to establish the doctrine of merit, and human satisfactions ; how he suffered

its leaders to be so profanely absurd, as to expose pardons and indulgences to pub-

lic sale ; and how his providence overruled all ior bringing about the glorious

Reformation in Germany. If it be added, that pride, lust, and covetousness, paved

the way for it here in England, the fact is no blemish to the Reformation, as the

Papists pretend, but a display of the overruling providence of God which brought

it about by this means.

I mio-ht enlarge on this subject, in considering the providence of God as bring-

ino- about wonderful and unexpected changes in the civil afl'airs of kingdoms and

nations, remarkably bringing down some who made the greatest figure in the world,

and putting a glory on others raised up out of their ruins. We might show

likewise how all political affairs have been rendered subservient to answer the ends

of the divine glory, with respect to the church in the world, and the deliverances

which God has in various ages wrought for it, when it was, to all appearance, on

the brink of ruin. Of this we have many instances not only in scripture, but in

the history of almost every age of the world. We might also consider the methods

which God has often taken to bring about his people's deliverance, when, to an eye

of reason, it seemed almost impossible ; and how he has either dispirited their

enemies, or removed them out of the way, or found them some other work to do

for tlieir own safety and defence. ' The stout-hearted are spoiled ; they have slept

their sleep ; and none of the men of might have found their hands. '^ When Saul

was pursuino- David, in the wilderness of Maon, and had compassed him and his

men round about to take them, there came a messenger to hnn, saying, ' Haste

thee and come, for the Philistines have invaded the land.''*- Sometimes also he

softens their spirits, by a secret and immediate touch of providence, working a

chanoe in their natural temper and disposition. Thus he provided for Jacob's

escape, from that death which was designed by his brother Esau. And if God in-

tends tliat his people shall fall by the hand of their persecutors, he gives them

t Gen. xlix. 7. u Deut. xxxiii. 10. x Phil, i, 12, 13. y Acts xv. 36—40.
z Psal. Ixxvi. 3. a I Sam. xxiii. 26, 27.
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courage and resolution, together with the exercise of all those graces winch are

necessary to support them under and carry them through the difficulties which they

have to undergo. But these considerations are so largely insisted on by those who

have written professedly on the doctrine of providence,^ that mure needs not ho

said on this subject. I shall therefore only consider an objection or two, generally

brought against it by those who pretend to acknowledge that there is a (iod, but

deny liis providence.
, .

, ^ «i

It is objected against the concern of the providence of God, with respect to tlie

smallest tilings in this world, that they are unworthy of his notice, below his care,

and therefore not the objects of his providence. But if it was not unbecoming his

power to bring the smallest things into being, or to preserve them from sinking:

into nothing, they cannot be excluded from being the objects of his providence. It

we considei^the whole frame of nature, it cannot be denied, that some things have

a tendency to answer the general design of providence, in a more eminent degree

than others, and that there are many things, the use of which cannot bo particu-

larly discerned by us, otherwise than as they constitute a small part ot the trame

of nature. But to say that any part of that frame is altogether useless, or excluJed

from being the object of providence, is a reflection on God, as the God ot nature.

We must hence conclude, that all things are, some way or other, subject to bis

providence ; and that this is so far from being a dishonour to him, tliat it redounds

°
Itls^furUier objected, by those who are disposed to cavil at and find fault with

the divine dispensations, that they are not just and equal, because we olteu see

the righteous afflicted, and the wicked posperous in the world. To say tins is

to reproach, if not wholly to deny, the doctrine of providence, ^ot only wicked

men >^ay it but believers themselves have sometimes been under a temptation,

tlirouoh the prevalency of corrupt nature, to bring their objections against the

equity of providence. Thus the psalmist says, ' But as for me, my feet were almost

gone, my steps had well nigh slipped. For I was envious at tlie foolish when 1 saw

the prosperity of the wicked. For there are no bands m their death
;
but their

streno-th is firm. They are not in trouble as other men ;
neither are they pkigued

like odier men.'" ' These arc the ungodly, who prosper in the world
;
they mcrease

in riches.' As for himself, he says, ' Verily. 1 have cleansed my heart m vain

and washed my hands in innocency ; for all the day long have 1 been plagued, and

chastened every morning. ''^ The prophet Jeremiah, also when pleading wth God

concerning his judgments, though he owns, in general, that God was righteous,

yet says, ^Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper { Wherefore are all they

happy that deal very treacherously ? Thou hast planted them, yea they have

taken root ; they grow, yea, they l,ring forth fruit ; thou art near m thew mouth

and far from their reins. '« He could hardly reconcile the general idea which he

had of God's iustice, with the seeming inequality of the dispensations of his provi-

dence The prophet Ilabakkuk, likewise, though he owns that God was of purer

eves than to behold evil,' and tiiat ' he cannot look upon iniquity, yet seems to com-

plain in the followhig words, ' Wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treach-

erously and boldest thy tongue, when the wicked devoureth the man that is more

righteous than he?'^ And Job seems to speak very unbecomingly, when he says,

"fs [t good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress ? that thou shoubest .h^pise t,^

work of thine hands? and shine upon the counsel of the wicked ? « ^« ^''a^'

^^

Uie wicked boldly deny a providence, or at least reproach it. others, o a far better

Slamc^er, have, dirough the prevalency of their unbelief, seemed to detract from its

^^
N^ow we may reply in general, in the apostle's words. ' Nay but. man who art

thouTlmt repliest against God ? "> Is there no deference to be paid to his sover-

ed 'nty tdio has a ri|ht to do what lie will with his own ? Is his justice to be im-

p^ac edaul tried ar our bar. or his wisdom to be measured by our short-si^hted

dLcleming of things, who cannot see the end from the beginning of his dispensations?
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It is true, good men have been sometimes tempted to question the equity of the

distributions of providence, as in the instances just mentioned. We might sup-

pose, indeed, that the prophets Habakkuk, Jeremiah, and Job, rather speak

the sense of the world, than their own sentiments of things, and desire that God
would clear up some dark providences in order that wicked men might not

bring their objections against them. It may be doubted, however, whether this be

the sense of those scriptures or not. As for the psalmist, it is plain, that, in the

scripture quoted, he expresses the weakness of his own faith, which was sometimes

almost overset ;
yet, at other times, God condescends to resolve his doubts, and

bring him into a better frame, as appears by some following verses.—But, that we
may give a more particular reply, let it be considered that the unequal distribu-

tion of things is so far from being a disparagement to any government, that it emi-

nently sets forth its beauty, wisdom, and excellency, and is, in some respects, neces-

sary. As it is not fit that every subject should be advanced to the same honour,

or that the favour of a prince should be dispensed alike to all ; so it sets forth the

beauty of providence, as God is the Governor of the world, that some should ap-

pear to be more eminently the objects of his favour than others.—Again, the wick-

ed, whose condition is supposed, by those who bring this objection, to be more happy

than that of the righteous, will not appear, if things were duly weighed, to be so

happy as they are pretended to be. By the evils to which they are exposed at pre-

sent, some of which are the immediate result and consequence of sin, they are, as

it were, tortured and distracted with contrary lusts and passions, which militate

against the dictates of human nature, and render the pleasures of sin little desir-

able in themselves. Those tormenting reflections also which they sometimes have

after the commission of sin, are altogether inconsistent with peace or happiness,

much more if we consider the end of sin, as leading to everlasting destruction.

Accordingly, it is said, ' Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful ; and the end of

that mirth is heaviness. The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways.'*

The good man, therefore, would not change conditions with the wicked, how desti-

tute soever he may be of those riches, honours, or sensual pleasures which the

other reckons his portion. ' A little that a righteous man hath, is better than the

riches of many wicked.'*'—As for the good man, who is supposed to be in an afflicted

condition in this life, we are not to conclude that he is, in all respects, unhappy ;

but we are to judge of his state by its end. He who looks upon Lazarus, as full

of sores and destitute of many of the conveniencies of life, may reckon him to have

been unhappy here, when compared with the condition of the rich man, who is re-

presented in the parable as 'clothed with purple and fine linen, and faring sumptu-

ously every day.' But if we consider him, when leaving the world, as 'carried by
angels into Abraham's bosom,' while the other was plunged into an abyss of misery,

no one will see reason to charge the providence of God with any neglect of him, or to

regard him as really miserable because of his condition in the present life.—More-

over, if we consider the righteous in his most disadvantageous circumstances as to

his outward condition, we must regard him as, notwithstanding these, an object of

divine love, and made partaker of those graces and inward comforts which are more

than a balance for all his outward troubles. We may say of him, as the apostle

does of himself, that though he is 'unknown,' that is, obscure, and as it were dis-

owned by the world, yet he is 'well known,' that is, approved and beloved of God.

Does he live an afflicted and dying life ? lie has, notwithstanding, a better life,

which is maintained by God. Is he chastened ? He, notwithstanding, is not killed.

Is he sorrowful? He, notwithstanding, always ' rejoiceth.' Is he poor? He, not-

withstanding, 'maketh many rich.' Has he nothing, as to outward things ? He,

notwithstanding, ' possesseth all things, ' as he is an heir of eternal life.^

i Prov. xiv. 13, 14. k Psal. xxxvii. 16. 1 2 Cor. vi.9, 10.
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PROVIDENCE TOWARD ANGELS.

QuESTieN XIX. ^^llat is God's providence towards the angels?

Answer. God, by his providenre, permitted some of the angels, wilfully and irrecoverably, to

fall into sin and damnation, limitinf; and ordering; that, and all their sins, to his own glory; and
estahli^^bed the rest in boliiuss and happiness; employing them all at bis pleasure, in the aUininis-

tration of his power, mercy, and justice.

It was observed, in a foregoing Answer, that God created all the angels holv.

But in this Answer some of them are described as fallen, while the rest retained

their first integrity ; and the providence of God is considered as conversant about

this matter iu different respects.

Providence toward the Fallen Angels.

It is said that * God, by his providence, permitted some of the angels to fall.' This

appears by the event ; because there are some wicked and impure spirits, sunk

down into the depths of misery, from that state in which they were created, as the

consequence of their rebellion against God. And as it was only a part of the angels

that fell, we may infer that the dispensation of providence towards the angels was

different from that which mankind was subject to when first created ; or that one

of them was not constituted the head and representative of the rest, in whom they

were all to stand or fall, but that the happiness or misery of every one of them was

to be the result of his own personal conduct. As their persisting in obedience to

God was necessary to their establishment in holiness and happiness, so the least

instance of rebellion against him would bring inevitable ruin upon them. Now,
that which is observed concerning a part of them, is, that they fell into sin and

damnation. Accordingly, the apostle says, ' God spared not the angels that simied,

but cast them down to hell.'™ Their sin, or fall, was wilful ; they commenced an

open war against their Creator. Herein that enmity to God and goodness took

its rise, which has ever since, in various instances, been expressed by them. Their

sin appears to have been wilful, inasmuch as it was committed against the greatest

degree of light, for all the angels are described as ' excelling in knowledge.' That

subtilty also, which discovers itself in the fallen angels, and which is knowledge

abused and depraved with sin, argues tliat their knowledge, before they fell, was very

great, and that therefore their rebellion was aggravated in proportion. Moreover,

they sinned without a tempter, especially those who first took up arms against God.

Whether others, by their instigation, might not be induced to sin, we know not."*

But this is certain, that the rebellion was begun without a tempter. There were

no fallen creatures to present a temptation, nor any corruption in their natures,

whicli internally drew them aside from God. Their sin, therefore, might weU be

styled wilful. The consequence was their irrecoverable ruin. Tliis respects the

event of their fall. God designed for ever to leave them in that sinful and miser-

able state, into which they hereby brought themselves. Ho might, indeed, have

recovered them, as well as sinful man, had he pleased ; but he has provided no

mediator, no surety, to give satisfaction for them. The blessed Jesus is expressly

said, not to have ' taken their nature upon him,'—language which intimates that

their condition was irretrievable, and their misery to be eternal.

Now, it is farther observed, that the providence of God was conversant about their

sin and fall, in the same sense in which, as has been before observed, it is conver-

sant about sin in general. This is consistent with God's holines?, as well as his

other perfections, namely, in permitting, limiting, and ordering their fall and all

their other sins, to his own glory.

1. He permitted their fall. To permit, is not to prevent a sin ; and to say that

m 2 Pet. ii. 4.

n Some think, that those expressions in scripture, which speak of ' the devil and his angels ' and

•the prince of devils,' import as much, but this we pretond not to determine.
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God did not prevent their fall, is to assert a truth which none ever denied, or

thought necessary to be proved.

2. The providence of God sets bounds and limits to their sin ; as it does to the

waves of the sea, when he says, ' Hitherto shall ye go, and no farther.' How de-

structive to mankind would the malice of fallen angels be, were it not restrained

!

What would not Satan attempt against us, had he an unlimited power ! We have

a remarkable instance of this in the case of Job. Satan first accused him as a

time-serving hypocrite, a mercenary professor, one that did not ' fear God for

nought
;

' ° and how desirous was he that providence would give him up to his will,

and take away the hedge of its safe protection! But God would not do this.

Nevertheless, so far as Satan was suffered, he poured in a confluence of evils upon

him, but could proceed no farther. First, he was suffered to plunder him of his

substance, and take away his children, by a violent death, but was so restrained,

that 'upon himself ' he was ' not to put forth his hand.'? Afterwards he was per-

mitted to touch his person ; and then we read of his smiting him with ' sore boils,

from the sole of his foot unto his crown.' i But yet he was not suffered to take

away his life. After this, the devil's malice still growing stronger against him,

he endeavours to weaken his faith, to drive him into despair, and to rob him of that

inward peace which might have given some allay to his other troubles ; but he is

not suffered to destroy his graces, or to hurry him into a total apostacy from God.

What would not fallen angels attempt against mankind, were not their sin limited

by the providence of God !

3. God's providence ordered or overruled the fall of angels, and all sins conse-

quent upon it, to his own glory. Their power, indeed, though limited, is great

;

.as appears by the innumerable instances of those who have been, not only tempted,

but overthrown and ruined by them. It may truly be said of them, that ' they

have cast down many wounded ; yea, many strong men have been slain by them.*

Nevertheless, God overrules their power for his own glory ; for he hence takes

occasion to try his people's graces, to give them a humbling sense of the corruption

of their nature, and of their inability to stand in the hour of temptation without

his immediate assistance, and puts them upon imploring help from him with great

importunity. The apostle Paul did this,"" when ' the messenger of Satan ' was

suffered ' to buffet him,' and God took occasion, at the same time, to display that

' grace which was sufficient for him, ' and that ' strength which was made perfect in

weakness,' and, in the end, to bruise Satan under his feet, and to make him more
than a conqueror over him.

Having thus considered some of the angels, as sinning and falling, it might far-

ther be inquired, whether these all fell at once. Here I cannot but take notice of

a very absurd and groundless conjectui'e of some of the Fathers, and of others who,

of late, have been too much inclined to adopt it, that though some of the angels sinned

from the beginning, and these were the occasion of the sin of our first parents, as

all allow, yet, after this, others who were appointed to minister to men were un-

faithful in the discharge of their office, and became partners with them in sin.

Accordingly they understand that scripture, in which it is said, ' The sons of God
saw the daughters of men, that they were fair ; and they took them wives of all

which they chose,'® as though it were meant of angels;* whereas it designates

o Job i. 9. p "Ver. 12. q Chap. ii. 7. r 2 Cor. x'i. 7—9. s Gen. vi. 2.

t This was the opinion of most of the Fathers, in the three first centuries of the church, namely,

Justin Martyr, Origen, Tertullian, Ch-niens Alexaiidrinus. Lactantius, Irenaeus, Cyprian, and

others. Some of them appear to have taken the hint of it from some MS. of the LXX trans-

lation, which rendered the words in Gen. vi. 2. instead of ' the sons of God,' 'the angels saw the

daughters of men,' &c. this translation heiiig used by them, instead of the Hebrew text, which they

did not well understand. Others took it from a spurious and fabulous writing which they had

in their hands, called 'Enoch,' or, 'the Prophecy of Enoch,' or rather, ' Liber, vi^i ly^riyo^ut, de

Egregoris,' a barbarous Greek word, used to signify angels, and taken from the character given them

of watchers, in Daniel. Of this book, we have some fragments now remaining, in which there is

such a ridiculous and fabulous account of this matter, as very much exceeds that in the apocryphal

history of Tobit. It gives an account of a conspiracy among the angels relating to this matter, the

manner of their entering into it, their names, the year of the world, and place in which this wicked-

ness was committed, and other things which are unworthy of a grave historian; and the reckoning

of it among those writings which are supposed to have a divine sanction, is little other than pro-
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only some of the posterity of Setli who, before the period of which it speaks, wero

professors of the true rehgion. There are, indeed, some of lutv, who have adopted

this notion, and strain the sense of that text in Jude, in whieli it is said, that ' the

angels which kept not their first estate, &c. even as Sodom and Gomorrha, giving

themselves over to fornication, are set forth for an example, suffering the ven-

geance of eternal fire.'" The meaning of that passage they suppose to be, that,

even as the Sodomites were guilty of fornication, and were destroyed for it by fire

from heaven, so some of the angels were sent down to hell for the same sin. But,

it is plain that the apostle does not here compare the angels and the Sodomites,

as guilty of the same kind of sin, but as being both condemned to suffer the ven-

geance of eternal fire, and both set forth as warnings to presumptuous sinners.

Nothing more needs bo added under this Head. It is enough to say, that the

opinion°iu question is contrary to the spirituality of the nature of angels. There

are some ancient writers, indeed, who, to give countenance to it, have supposed

that the angelic spirits were either united to some bodies, or that they assumed

them for the purpose. But this conjecture is absurd, and without any countenance

from scripture. Thus concerning the providence of God as exercised towards the

angels that fell.

Providence toward the Holy Angels.

Providence is conversant also about the rest of the angels, who retain their in-

tegrity. Concerning these it is said, that ' God established them in holiness and

ha'ppiness.' These two privileges are always connected together. It is not said,

that they were brought into such a state, or, like man, recovered out of a fallen

state ; for they are considered as sinless or holy angels. Nor is it supposed that

their holiness was increased ; for to suppose this would be inconsistent with its

having been perfect before. That privilege, which providence conferred on them,

was the confirming or establishing of them in that state in which they were

created. This privilege bears some resemblance to that which man would liave

enjoyed, had he retained his integrity ; as he would not only have continued to be

holy and happy so long as he remained innocent, but he would have been so con-

firmed in it, that his fall would have been prevented. Of this, more shall be said

in its proper place. Now the angels had something like this ; which we call the

grace of confirmation.

Some have inquired whether this was the result of their yieldmg perfect obe-

dience for a time, while remaining in a state of probation, pursuant to some cove-

nant, not much unlike that which God made with innocent man. In other

word's, they inquire whether this privilege was the consequence of their fulfilling

the condition of such a covenant. But this is to enter too far into things out

of our reach; nor is it much for our edification to determine the question,

though some have asserted without proving it. Others have supposed the angels

were confirmed when first created, and that in their being so, there was among

them an instance of discriminating grace, so that they who fell, were left to the mu-

tability of their wills, while they who stood had the grace of confirmation.— I might

here have been more particular, in considering what this privilege imports, and how-

it renders the iall of those who are confirmed impossible, and therefore is a very

considerable addition to their happiness. But as we shall have occasion under a

following Answer, to speak of the grace of confirmation which man was given to

expect in the first covenant, and of the privileges which wouhl have attended it

had lie stood, we shall add no more on that subject in this place, but proceed to

prove that the angels are established and confirmed in holiness and happiness.

faneness and blasphemy. Some of the Fathers who refer to this book, pretend it to be no other

that, apocryphal- and, bad they counted it otherwise, all would have reckoned it a burlesque upon

scrii.tuie
' Hence Origen, who, on other occasions, seems to pay too great a deference to it,

\\lu n Ce'uus takes notice of it as containing a banter on the Christian religion, is obliged to reply

to liiin that that book was not in gnat reputation in the church, V'.i Ong. contra Celsum, lib.
y.

Jerome reckons it among the apocryphal writings. Vid. Hieronym. in Catal. Script. Eccles. rap. 4.

Augustin calls it not only apocryphal, but, as it deserves, fabulous, \ id. ejusd. de Civ. Dei, hb. xv.

23. " J"<^e 6, 7.
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This may, in some measure, be argued, from their being called * elect angels.'*

If election, when applied to men, imports the purpose of God to confer everlasting

blessedness on those who are its objects, and so implies not only that they shall be

saved, but that their salvation shall be eternal ; why may it not, when applied to

angels, infer the eternity of their holiness and happiness, and consequently their

beino- established in these ? Again, this may be argued from their coming M'ith

Christ when he shall appear to judge the world, and from the joining of the saints

and angels together in one assembly in heaven. If the happiness of the one be

eternal, that of the other must be so likewise. It is also said expressly of the

angels, that 'they always behold the face of God.' And when we read of the

destruction of the church's enemies, the angels are represented as observers of

God's righteous judgments ; and then it is added, that the punishment inflicted on

those who shall ' drink of the wine of the wrath of God,' shall be eternal, and that

this eternal punishment will be ' in the presence of the holy angels. 'y If, therefore,

the duration of the holiness and happiness of the angels be equal to that of the

misery of God's implacable enemies, it follows that, as both are said to be eternal,

the angels are established in holiness and happiness.

The Ministry of Angels.

It is farther observed, that God employs all the angels at his pleasure in the

administration of his power, mercy, and justice. This leads us to speak concern-

ing the ministry of angels, which is either extraordinary or ordinary. Most of the

instances which we have of it, especially in the Old Testament, were performed in

an extraordinary manner ; and sometimes it was attended with their appearance

in a human form, assumed for the purpose of their ministering. We may briefly

consider the fact of the ministry of angels, and then inquire whether, though their

ministry be not visible or attended with such circumstances as it formerly was,

there are not some other instances in which the providence of God now employs

them for the good of his church.—As to the former, we read that God has some-

times sent them to supply his servants with necessary food when destitute of it,

and when there was no ordinary way for their procuring it. Thus an angel brought

a cake and a cruse of water to Elijah when he was on his journey to Horeb, the

mount of God.^ And when Abraham's servant was travelling to Mesopotamia, to

bring a wife thence for Isaac Abraham tells him that ' God would send his angel

before him,'^ and so make his journey prosperous.—Again, the angels have some-

times been sent to defend God's people, and to assure them of safety when exposed

to danger. Thus, when Jacob was returning from Laban to his own country, and

was apprehensive of the danger to which he was exposed from the resentment of

his brother Esau, it is said that ' the angels of God met him ; and, when he saw

them, he said, This is God's host.'^ And when the prophet Elijah was encom-

passed about by the Syrian army, sent on purpose to take him, he was defended

by an host of angels appearing under the emblem of horses and chariots of fire

round about him.'^ Others, when persecuted, and, as it were, delivered over to

death, have been preserved, as Daniel was when cast into the lions' den, by the

ministry of angels.^ Others have been released by them from their chains, and

had their prison doors opened, as Peter and the rest of the apostles.^—Sometimes,

also, angels have been employed to deliver messages, and to give the prophets

an extraordinary intimation of future events, as the angel Gabriel did to Daniel.^

An angel was sent to Zacharias to foretell the birth of his son, John the Baptist. 's

—

Moreover, the angels of God have sometimes been employed to give a check to his

enemies, when they have attempted anything against his church. Thus, tlie angel

met Balaam in the way, when he was riding to seek enchantments against Israel

;

' his way being perverse before God.'*^ Another angel was sent, as a minister of

God's justice, to bring the pestilence on Israel for David's numbering the people

;

X 1 Tim. V, 21. y Rev. xiv. 10, 11. z 1 Kings xix. 5—8.

a Gen. xxiv. ~.
"b Gen. xxxii. 1,2. c 2 Kings vi. 15—17.

d Dan. vi. 22. e Acts xii. 17. compared with chap. v. 19.

f Dati. viii. 16. g Luke i. 13. h Numb. xxii. 32.
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and he appeared ' witli liis hand stretiduMl out upon Jerusalem to destroy it,'' and
afterwards witlidrew his hand, when God tohl him, * It is cnougli,' and that 'it

repented him of the evil.'—We may add, that the angels shall be employed at last

in gathering together the elect from the four winds, that they may appear before

Christ's tribunal. These, and many other simdar instance.^, are mentioned in

scripture, to set forth the extraordinary ministry of angels.

There are also other instances, in which, though miracles have ceased, the angeli

are employed to perform some works in the hand of providence for God's people.

Accordingly, there are some promises, which seem to lie applied to the church iu

all ages, of blessings which should be conferred by their ministry. Thus it is said,

* He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways ; they

shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.'*' This

scripture, though it may have a particular reference to their ministry to our Sa-

viour, yet seems to be applicable also to his people. And that promise. ' The angel

of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them,'' is

applicable to tlie people of God in all ages ; as well as that in which it is said,

concerning the ministry of angels to infants, that ' in heaven their angels do always

behold the face of my' Father, which is in heaven.'"^ Moreover, the ministry of

angels to dying saints, who are, according to what our Saviour says in the parable,

• carried,' by them, * into Abraham's bosom, '° is true of all saints. It is expressly

said, also, with a peculiar application to the gospel-dispensation, that the angels

are ' all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of

salvation. '° Hence, though their ministry, as to many circumstances of it, differs

from what it was of old, there being nothing miraculous now attending it as former-

ly there was, yet it remains an undoubted truth, that they are and have been in

all ages made use of, by the providence of God, in the administration of his power,

mercy, and justice. [See Note 3 C, below.]

I shall conclude this Head with a few cautions relating to this matter ; as this

doctrine is not to be laid down without certain restrictions, or limitations.

1. We must take heed, notwithstanding what has been said concerning the min-

istry of angels, that we do not take occasion to set aside the immediate influence

or concern of the providence of God for his church. Whatever may be ascribed to

angels, as second causes, our principal regard must be to him whose ministers they

are. Nor are we to entertain even a remote thought that God has committed to

them the government of the world or the church. This the apostle expressly denies,

when he says, ' Unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come.'P

2. The praise and glory of all their ministry is not to be ascribed to them, but

to him who makes use of them ; nor are we to pretend, at all times, to determine,

that this or that particular dispensation of providence is by the immediate hand of

God, and another by the ministry of angels. It is enough for us to say, that,

thougli God does not need their assistance, he sometimes sets forth the sovereignty

of his providence, and evinces his right to employ all his creatures at his pleasure,

as well as gives an additional instance of his care of his churches, by employing them

in extraordinary services for their good ; though we cannot, at all times, distin-

guish between what is done by the immediate hand of God, and things performed

by their ministry.

3. Whatever we assert concerning the ministry of angels, we must take heed that

we do not regard them as objects of divine worship, or exercise that dependence

on, or give that glory to, them which is due to God alone. Nor are we to suppose,

that God employs them iu those works which are the effects of his supernatural or

almighty power ; in which he deals with the hearts of his people, in a way more

immediately conducive to their conversion and salvation.

i 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. k Psal. xci. 11, 12. 1 Psal. xxxiv. 7. m Matt xviii. 10-

II Luke xvi. 22. o Heb. i. 14. p Heb. ii. 5.

[Note 3 C. The Miriistry of Angels.—More is said l)y most theological writers, and even by Dr.

Ridgelev, respecting the ministry ot angels, than scripture seems to war^kj't. That angels domm-

ister, iiisome manner, to the church, is certain ; but that they minister i^any such prominent way

as theological writers usuallv represent them to do. is n.ore than doulttlul. Passages which inii-

mate their ministration, either sp.nk in general terms "• " rrate instances of acting which are far.

I.
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Vrom being so signal a<! are popi-larly aseritied to ihf'ir agency. Most, if not all, of the peculiarly

glorious actions which they are usually said to [)eifoim, are affirmed ot them on the authority ol textb

which appear to speak of the Angel of the Covenant,— the Angel who conducted Israel from Egypt,

and made himself known, as ' I AM,' 'Jehovah,' ' the God of Abraham.' One instance qiiote<i by

Dr. Ridgeley, is that of the Angel who brought a cake and a cruse of oil to Elijah in the desert.

Now, though, on the first mention of that person in the narrative, he is calUd simplv, 'an Angel,

or ' the Angt'l ;' yet be is afterwards called ' the Angel of the Lord,' or ' the Angel Jehovah.' Even
bis first appearance, too, was preceded by a prayer on the part of Elijah, which would seem to leave

little doubt, or none, that he was the Angel of the Covenant: ' It is enough : now, O Jehovah,
take away my life, for I am not better than my fathers,' See 1 Kings xix. 4—7- Another instance

quoted by Dr. Ridgeley is, that of the Angel who appeared to Balaam. Yet not only, in all of

nine times ill which he is mentioned in the narrative, is that Angel called 'the Angel Jehovah ;'

but be uses words, claims prerogatives, and is spoken of in language which seem appropriate only

to Deity. To say nothing of its being difficult not to identify the Angel with 'Jehovah' in at

k-ast one part of the narrative, lie appears throughout to speak and to influence Balaam in a divine

manner, lie says to the infatuated prophet, ' Behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy
way i,» perverse before nie;' and ' Go with the men ; but only the word that I shall speak unto
thee, that thou shalt speak.' Balaam, notwithstanding his own perverscness and his disposition

to resist even a divine message, ' bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face,' when he beheld

the angel ; and ' he said unto the Angel Jehovah, I have sinned, for 1 knew not that thou stood-

est in the way against me ; now, therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again,' Numb,
xxii. 2'2—33. A third instance quoted by Dr. Ridgeley, is still more remarkable ; and, even apart

from the strong light thrown upon it by the context, appears very distinctly, not only to refer to

the Angel of the Covenant, but to describe him as engaged in his mediatorial work of guardianship

and care over his redeemed church :
' The angel ot the Lord,' or the Angel Jehovah, ' encanipeth

round about them that fear him, and delivereth them,' Psal. xxxiv. 7. Who can imagine that the
constant protection of God's people, and the deliverance of them from enemies and dangers, are

effected by any angel but liim who ' redeemed Jacob from all evil?' The ascribing of such works
to created angels—works which peculiarly belong to ' Him who keeps Israel, and who slumbers
not nor sleeps '— is just the crowning error into which men are liable to fall, who theorize minute-
ly and systematically upon the ministry of angels. The sum of what scripture teaches on the sub-
ject appears to be that angels do minister, and that their ministry is all of such a nature as perfect-

ly comports with the entire subordination of the creature, the supreme glory of the Deity, and the
personal mediatorial administration of the Redeemer and Head of the church. How, in what par-

ticulars, or where they minister, we are not told. Enough is said respecting their ministry to show
that all things are subordinated to the administration of Messiah for the gathering and well-being
of his ransomed : and enough is withheld to caution every man who would trust only in the Lord,
not to be * beguiled of his reward in a voluntary humility, and worshipping of angels, intruding into

those things w hich he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by bis fit shl* mind, and not holding the head,

from which all the body, by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, in-

creaseth with the increase of God,' Col. ii. 18—20.

When conjecture is let loose on any subject not fully revealed, it seldom fails to run a long and
eccentric career of speculation. Not a tew persons have not onl\ ascribed particular provinces and
specific classes of works or operations to angels, but also assigned a guardian or protecting angil to

each human being, or at least to each saint and infant. There are just two passages on which they
found this notion. One is that in which several disciples, astonished to be told that the apostle

Peter was abroad from prison, said, ' It is his angei,' Acts xi. 15. But this proves only that some
among the Jews, like not a tew among the heathens, believed in the doctrine of guardian angels;
for neither in itselt, nor by light derived from the context, does it teach whether the doctrine be
true or false. The other passage is that in which our Lord says, ' Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; tor I say unto you that, in heaven, their angels do always behold the lace

of my Father which is in heaven,' Matt, xviii. 10. Now, not only are angels here spoken of in the
aggregate, but they are described as forming one great community with the saved, and as alvvajs

employed in contemplating the heavenly manifestation of the divine glory. To say that believers

have an interest in whatever is great and glorious in the universe—that 'all things are theirs,'

whether the apostles, or 'the world, or life, or death, or things present or things to come,'—that

theirs are the angels who continually behold the divine gloiy—that they are come to ' the hea-
veidy Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the gem ral assembly and church of the

first-born which are written in heaven'—to say this respecting ihem is to exhibit a truly splendid

reason why men should take heed ' not to offend them,' or to cast a stumbling-block in their way.
But is it a reason equally intelligible to say that each of them has a guardian angel? Or if it be,

would it not become more intelligible, and unutterably more glorious, if that angel, in regard to

each as well as to all of them, were viewed as the Angel who made his Covenant with ancient Israel,

and led them through the wilderness into the promised land? Instead of speculating as to what
may or may not be in a matter not revealed,—instead of s[)en(iing efforts to find some assurance

for the conjecture that there are created guardian angels—the mind of a believer delights to medi-
tate on a divine angelic guardianship of which lie is made certain. * For he said, Surely tbey are

my people, children that will not lie ; so he was their Saviour. In all their aflriiction he was afflict-

ed, and the Angel of his presence saven them: in his lo\e and in his jiity he redeemed them; and
he bare them and carried them all the <la\s of old,' Isa. Ixiii. H, 9.

Another popular conjecture is, that there are two great classes of angels, or that there are angels

and arehangels. Now the word ' archangel ' occurs in scripture only in the singular number, and ap-

Deara to denote but one peison. The etymological structure of it, too, would seem to intimate that the
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person whom it desigiintrs is ' the ruler nf HI'p(^•;.' Paul j>ppak« joiiitlv of ' the voice of the arrh.

angel anil the tnimpol God,' not indeed, as it the* « ert- the smiii- in idi-i.titv, vetasil tiiey wt-ie the

Fame in dignity. Jude, it is true, speiiks o( • Miiliiirl, the Hreh:ini.'e!.'—.« [ihrast- i\hich, hy ilst-lt,

might possibly he constriKMi to imply that Miehael is one of a class. Hut thf (imvation ur intrinsic

import of the naiiie Miehael is, ' Who is like God?' and he is deserihed, hv the pro[iheC Danul, us

'the great prince v\hieh standeth lor the children of thy people, wiio shall stand up, and inuiiv of
them that sleep in the du>:t ol the earth shall awske, some to everlasting life, and some to sbaine

and everlasting contempt,' Dan. xii. 1—3. Similar remarks might he maile respecting ' the angel
Gabriel ;' whose name and recorded miiiistrations are so peculiar as at least to suggest great cau-

tion to an interpreter of the texts of scripture in which he is mentioned.

—

Ed.]

PROVIDENCE TOWARD MAN IN PARADISE.

QCESTION XX. W/iat uas the Providence of God toward man in the estate u herein he ura$

created f

Answer. The providence of God toward man, in the estate wherein he was created, was, the
placing him in paradise, appointing him to dress it, giving him libirty to eat ot the fruit of the

earth, putting the creatures under his dominion, and ordaining marriage for his help, affording him
communion with himself, instituting the Sabbath, entering into a covenant of lie with liim. upon
condition of personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience ; of w hich the tree of life was a pledge ;

and forbidding to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, upon paire of death.

In this Answer, we have an account of the providence of God, respectuig the out-

ward and the spiritual concerns of man.

Mans outward Condition in Innocence.

1. As to man's outward state, we have an account, first, of God's fixing the place of

his abode. This was in paradise, a very large and most delightful garden, of God's

own planting,—an epitome of all the beauties of nature, which, as it were, present-

ed to his view the whole world in miniature, so that herein he miglit, without tra-

velling many miles, behold the most beautiful landscape wliich the world afforded,

and partake of all the fruits with which it was stored. The whole world, indeed,

was given him for a possession ; but this was, as it were, a storehouse of its choicest

fruits, and the peculiar seat of his residence.

We find the word ' paradise ' used, in scripture, sometimes to signify a delight-

ful garden, and sometimes, in a metaphorical sense, to signify heaven.i From
the latter application of it, wo may conclude that the earthly paradise in which

man was placed, was a kind of type of the heavenly blessedness, which, had he

retained his integrity, he would have been possessed of, and which they, who are

saved by Christ, shall be brought to. Here wo may take notice of tlie conjectures

of some ancient and modern writers concerning it ; more especially as to what part

of the world it was situated in, and whether it is now in existence, or to be found

in any part at this day. Many have given great scope to their wit and fancy about

the situation of paradise ; and some conjectures are so absurd, that they hardly de-

serve to be mentioned.

Some have thought that paradise was situated in some place, superior to and

remote from the globe of the earth, in whidi we live. But tliey have not the least

shadow of reason for their supposition ; and nothing can be more contrary to the

account we have of it in scripture.—Others fancy, that there was really no such

place, but that the whole account we have of it in the second chapter of Genesis is

allegorical. Origen, Philo, and some modern writers, are of this opinion. But no

one can justly assert it who duly weighs the historical account in scripture, witli that

sobriety and impartiality that lie ought. On the same principle of reasoning on

which it is founded, we may turn anything into an allegory, and so never come

to any determinate sense of scripture, but what the wild lancies of men suggest.—

Others again have supposed that the whole world was one great garden or paradise, and

that, when man was placed in it, it was described as a garden, to signify the beauties

q Luke xxiii. 43; 2 Cor. xii. 4; Rev. ii. 7.
i
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of nature, before they were lost bj the curse consequent on sin. But this cannot

be true, because God first made man, and then 'planted the garden,' and after-

wards ' put him into it ^"^ and, after the fall, he ' drove him out of it.'^

Passing bj these groundless conjectures, something may be determined with

more certainty concerning the situation of paradise, and more agreeable to scrip-

ture. It was situated in Mesopotamia, near Babylon, to the north-east of the

land of Canaan. This appears from the country adjacent to it, which is called

' Eden,' out of which 'the river that watered it' is said to proceed.* This country

was afterwards known by the same name, and is elsewhere reckoned among those

that the king of Assyria had conquered." Again, two of the rivers which proceeded

from Eden and watered paradise were well-known in after-ages, namely, Hiddekel,

or Tigris, and Euphrates. The latter especially is often mentioned in .scripture.

It is certain that these rivers were in Mesopotamia ; and hence the garden of Eden
was there. And as it was the finest plantation in the world, this was one of the

most pleasant climates therein ; not situated too far north, so as to be frozen up in

winter ; nor too near the equator southward, so as to be scorched with excessive

heat in summer. This was the place of man's residence at first. But if any are

so curious in their inquiries as to desire to know the particular spot of ground in

which it was, this is not to be determined. For, though tlie place where paradise

was must be still in Jbeing as much as any other part of the world, yet there are no

remains of it which can give any satisfaction to the curiosity of men with respect to

its particular locality. It is certain that it was soon destroyed as a garden, partly

by the flaming sword, or stream of fire, which was designed to guard the way of the

tree of life that man might no more come to it, and which intimated that that tree

ceased to be an ordinance for his faith concerning the way in which eternal life was

to be obtained. It is more than probable that this stream of fire, which is called a

flaming sword, destroyed or burnt up the garden. The curse of God, also, by which

the earth brought forth briars and thorns, aftected this as well as other parts of the

world ; so that, on account of that curse, and for want of culture, the garden soon

lost its beauty, and so could not well be distinguished from the barren wilderness.

Let me add that, since the flood, the face of the earth is so altered that it is a vain

thing for travellers to search for any traces of it, or to pretend to determine within

a few miles the place wliere it was.

2. Having considered the place of man's abode, we have next an account of his

secular employment therein. He was appointed to dress or manure the garden.

Here we may take occasion to observe, that a secular employment is not incon-

sistent with perfect holiness, or with a person's enjoying communion with God, and
that blessedness which arises from it. On the contrary, it may be reckoned an

advantage, inasmuch as it is a preservative against idleness, and those temptations

which often attend it. Yet though man was employed in this work, it was per-

formed without the labour, fatigue, and uneasiness, which now attend it, or those

disappointments and perplexities which men are now exposed to, whose secular call-

ings are a relief against poverty, and a necessary means for their comfortable sub-

sistence in the world. But had not man fallen, secular callings would not have

been attended with those inconveniencies which accompany them now, and which

are the consequence of the curse entailed by sin. Accordingly it is said, ' In the

sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread. '^

3. We have next an account of the provision which providence made for man's
subsistence. The great variety of fruits which the earth produced, were given him
for food, the tree of knowledge of good and evil only excepted. Here we may
observe the difference between tlie condition of man in paradise, and that of tha

saints in heaven ; in whicli the bodies of men shall be supported without food, wlien

changed and adapted to a way of living inconsistent with the present state. This

seems to be the meaning of that expression of tlie apostle, ' Meats for the belly,

and the belly for meats ; but God shall destroy both it and them. 'J

We may here inquire, whether the fruits of the earth were the only food which

r Gen. ji. 8. s Gen. iii. 24. t Gen. ii, 8. u Isa. xxxvii. 12.

X Gen. iii. 19. y 1 Cor. vi. 13.
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man lived on, not only before the fall, Imt in several following ages ; or whc'tlitr

flesh was eaten before the flood? It seems most agreeable to the dictates of nature,
to suppose that man would never have found out such an expedient, as killing the
beasts and eating their flesh to subsist him, hail he not received from Uod an ex-
press direction to do it, which rendered it a duty. We have a particular intimation
of this grant given to Noah after the deluge, when God says, ' Every moving thing that
liveth,' namely, every clean beast, ' shall be meat for you.'^ From this some conclude
tliat there was no flesh eaten before the flood, and that the distinction wliich we read of
concerning clean and unclean beasts whicii Noah brought with him into the ark, either

respected such as were fit or unfit for sacrifice, or, by a kind of prolepsis, denoted
what should be clean or unclean when God afterwards gave them for food. The
principal reason which induces some to suppose this is, that when God directed

Noah and his posterity to eat flesh, and considered this as a peculiar gift of provi-

dence, he said, ' Even as the green herb have I given you all things.' This is

understood to have a meaning as if he had said, ' As when I created man at first, I

gave him every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every
tree, in the which is the Iruit of a tree yielding seed, that it should be to him for

meat ; so now have I given you all things, that is, have made a considerable addi-

tion to your food, by giving you a liberty to feed on flesh.'" Here, it is alleged,

the manner of expression seems to intimate that, as respects an addition being

made, man's food diftered from what it was before. This conjecture—for that is

the most that I can call it—seems to me to have equal if not greater probability

than the contrary or commonly received opinion. And, if the conjecture be just,

we may, by comparing the food by which man subsisted with the length of his life

in the fii'st ages of the world, infer that the most simple diet is the most wholesome.
When men become slaves to their appetites, and pamper themselves with variety

of meats, they, as it were, dig their own graves, and render their lives shorter than
they would be according to the common course of nature.

It may, perhaps, be objected, that man's not feeding on fle.sh, was such a limi-

tation of his happiness as seems inconsistent with a state of innocency. But for

man to feed on what the earth produced, was no mortification or unhappiness to

him ; especially if it were, by a peculiar blessing of providence, adapted to, as well

as designed for, his nourishment, as being his only food ; for in this case, none of

those consequences would ensue which would now attend a person's being wholly

confined to it. If this way of living was so far from destroying or weakening the

constitution of man, that it tended, by tlie peculiar blessing of God, not only to

nourish but to maintain health, and was medicinal as well as nourishing, and so

conducive to long life ; and if the fruits of the earth, before that alteration which

they probably sustained by the deluge, or at least before the curse of God was
brought upon the earth by man's sin, ditt'ered vastly from what they now are, as

to both the pleasantness of their taste and their virtue to nourish,—if these things

are supposed, it cannot bo reckoned any degree of unhappiness, that man in his

state of innocence had no other food than what the earth produced. This, how-

ever, I reckon among the number of those probable conjectures, concerning which

it is not very material to determine whether they are true or false. •

4. God gave man dominion over all creatures in this world, or as it is expressed,

he 'put them under his feet.'** This argues not only a superiority of nature to

them, but a propriety in them, and a liberty to use them, to the glory of God and

man's own advantage. No creature was in itself a snare to him, or a necessary

occasion of sin ; for as the creature at first, to use the apostle's phrase, was not

liable to 'the bondage of corruption,' so it was not 'subject to vanity, ''' by any

inclination that he had in his nature to abuse it. As for those creatures which are

now formidable to man, as the lion, the tiger, &c., they had not, as is more than

probable, their present fierceness of nature, before the fall of man, and the curse

consequent upon it ; so that our first parents could make as much use of them,

and had them as much under their command, as we have the tamest creatures. It

is not improbable, too, that they did not prey upon and devour one another, as now

I Gen. ix. 3, a Gen. i. 29. b Psal. viii. 6. c Rom. viii, 20, 21.
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they do, since providence provided the produce of the earth 'for their food,'^ so

that, by a natural instinct, they sought it only thence. The beasts devouring one

another, therefore, as well as their being injurious to man, is a standing mark of

the curse of God consequent on sin. We read of a time in which the church is

given to expect, that ' the wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall

eat straw like the bullock, and dust shall be the serpent's meat ; they shall not

hurt nor destroy in all God's holy mountain.'^ This, if it shall be literally accom-
plished, is an intimation that it was so at first ; as it contains a prediction of the

restoring of this part of nature, in some respects, to its first estate. But, suppos-

ing it to be only a metaphorical description of the church's happy state in future

ages, the prophet's using the metaphor argues the possibility of the thing having

been literally true, and that it is a consequence of man's fallen state that it is not

so now. Such conjectures as these may be excused, if we do not set them forth as

articles of faith, or think it worth our while to contend with those who deny them.

5. God ordained marriage for man's help ; and that not only in what concerns

the conveniencies of this life, but as a means to promote his spiritual welfare, such

a nearness of relation imposing the strongest obligations to promote it. Another
design of marriage was that the world might be increased, without any sinful ex-

pedient. In the institution of it in paradise, there was a standing precedent to be
observed by mankind in all succeeding ages, that hereby the unlawfulness of poly-

gamy, and other violations of the seventh commandment, might evidently appear.'

Mans Communion with God in Paradise.

We proceed to consider the providence of God, as conversant about man's spiri-

tual concerns ; and that in three respects, namely, in granting him communion
with himself, in instituting the sabbath, and in entering into a covenant of lifo

with him.

Man, in the state in which he was created, was favoured with communion with
God. This supposes a state of friendship, and is opposed to estrangement, separ-

ation, or alienation from him. As the result of it, God was pleased to manifest
his glory to man. Nor did he do this only in an objective way, or merely by giv-

ing him a conviction that he is a God of infinite perfection ; for this a person may
have, who is destitute of communion with him. But God displayed his perfections

to him in such a manner as to let him see his interest in them, and to show him
that, as long as he retained his integrity, they were engaged to make him happy.
Moreover, this communion was attended with access to God, without fear, and with
a great delight in his presence. Man, being without guilt, was not afraid to draw
nigh to God ; and, being without spot, as made after his image, he had no shame
or confusion of face when standing before hira as a holy, sin-hating God. The
communion consisted also in his being made partaker of those divine influences,

whereby he was excited to put forth acts of holy obedience to, and love and delight

in God, which were a spring and fountain of spiritual joy.

Yet, though this communion was perfect in its kind, as agreeable to the state in

which he was at first, it was not so perfect, as to degree, as it would have been,
had he continued in his integrity, till he was possessed of those blessings which
would have been the consequence ; for then the soul would have been more en-

larged, and made receptive of greater degrees of communion, which he would have
enjoyed in heaven, lie was, indeed, at first in a holy and happy state, yet he was
not in heaven ; and, though he enjoyed God, it was in ordinances, and not in an
immediate way. Accordingly, it was necessary for him constantly to address him-
self to him, for the maintenance of that spiritual life which he had received toge-

ther with his being. This was not inconsistent with a state of innocency, any
more than the maintenance of our natural lives, by the use of proper food, is in-

consistent with health, or argues an infirm or sickly constitution, or any need of
medicine to recover it. Yet our lives would be more confirmed, and, if we may so

express it, less precarious, if God had ordained that they should have been sup-

d Gen. i, 30. e Isa. Ixv. 25. f See Vol. IL Quest, cxxxix.
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ported -without these means. This may serve to illustrate the differouce which

there is between the happiness wliich the saints enjoy in God's immediate presence

iu heaven, and that which is expected as the result of our daily access to him in

ordinances, wherein we hope for some fartlier degree of communion with him.

The former, man would have attained to, had he stood ; the latter distinguished

that state in which he was while in innocency. But as there can be no communion

with God unless what has a proportionable degree of delight and pleasure attend-

ing it, our first parents may be said to have experienced such pleasure and delight.

This contributed to the happiness of that state in which they were ; though their

joy in regard to it was not so complete as that is which those possess who have not

onlv an assurance of the impossibility of losing that communion which they have

with God at present, but have arrived at a state of perfect blessedness.

The Institution of the Sabbath in Paradise.

God sanctified and instituted the sabbath for man's more immediate access to

nim, and, that he might express his gratitude for the blessings he was made par-

taker of, and might have a recess from that secular employment, which, as wa^

before observed, he was engaged in. This was, therefore, a great privilege. In-

deed, the sabbath was a pledge or shadow of an everlasting sabbath, which he

would have enjoyed in heaven, had he not forfeited and lost it by his fall. We
shall have occasion, however, to speak more particularly on this subject under

the fourth commandment.^ All we shall add at present, is, that the sabbath

was instituted as a day of rest for man, even while ho remained in a state of inno-

cency. This appears from its being blessed and sanctified, on occasion of God's

resting from his work of creation. It was hence, at that time, set apart to be ob-

served by man.
It is objected, that it might then be sanctified with the view that man should

observe it after his fall, or, in particular, at a subsociuont time when the observ-

ance of it was enjoined. We reply, that there never was any ordinance instituted

but what was designed to be observed by man innmdiately after its institution.

Now, the sanctitication of the Sabbath imports as nmch as its institution, or the

setting of it apart for a holy use. We cannot, therefore, but suppose, that God

designed that it should be observed by man in innocency.

It is farther objected, that it was inconsistent with the happy state in which man

was created, for God to appoint a day of rest for him, to be then observed ;
for rest

supposes labour, and is consequently more agreeable to that state into which he

brought himself by sin, M-hen, by the sweat of his brow, he was to eat bread. Now,

it is true that man, in innocency, was not exposed to that uneasiness and fatigue

which attended his employment after his fall, and that the work he was engaged in

was not a burthen to him, so as to make a day of rest needful for him to give hnn ease.

A cessation from a secular employment, however, attended with a more immediate

access to God in his holy institutions, wherein he might hope for a greater degree

of communion with him, was not inconsistent with that degree of holiness and

happiness in which he was created, which, as was before observed, was sliort of the

heavenly blessedness. Hence, though heaven is a state in which the saints enjoy

an everlasting Sabbath, it does not follow that man, how happy soever he was m
paradise, was so far favoured there, that a day of rest was inconsistent with that

state.

The Covenant with Man in Paradise.

We shall proceed to inquire how the providence of God had a more immediate

reference to the spiritual or eternal happiness of man, in his entering into a cove-

nant of life with him. Under this Head we are to consider the personal concerns

of our first parents in the covenant.
.

1. That the dispensation they were under was that of a covenant, is allowed by

g See Vol. II. Quest, cxvi.
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most who acknowledge the imputation of Adam's sin, and the miiversal corruption

of nature, as consequent upon it. Some call it, ' a Covenant of Innocency/ inas-

much as it was made with man while he was in a state of innocencj. Others call

it,
' a Covenant of Woi'ks,' because perfect obedience was enjoined, as the condi-

tion of it. In this light, it is opposed to the covenant of grace ; as there was no

provision made in it for any display of grace, as there is in that covenant which

we are now under. In this Answer, however, it is called ' the Covenant of Life,'

as having respect to the blessings which it promised. It may to some seem indiffer-

ent whether it ought to be termed a covenant, or a law of innocency. Indeed, we
would not contend about the use of a word, if many did not design, by what they

say concerning its being a law and not properly a covenant, to prepare the way
for the denial of the imputation of Adam's sin, or did not, at the same time, con-

sider him as no other than the natural head of his posterity. This, if it were

allowed, would effectually overthrow the doctrine of original sin, as stated in some
following Answers. We must endeavour to prove, therefore, that man was not

merely under a law, but under a covenant of works. That we may proceed with

more clearness, we shall premise some things, in general, concerning the difference

between a law and a covenant.

A law is the revealed will of a sovereign, in which a debt of obedience is de-

manded, and, in case of disobedience, a punishment threatened, in proportion to the

nature of the offence. Here we must consider, that as a subject is bound to obey

a law, so he cannot, except in case of disobedience, justly be deprived of that to

which he has a right. Hence, obedience to a law gives him a right to impunity,

but to nothing more. A covenant, on the contrary, gives a person a right, upon
his fulfilling the conditions of it, to all those privileges which are stipulated or pro-

mised in it. This may be illustrated, by considering it as applied to human forms

of government. In these it is supposed that every subject is possessed of some
things which he has a natural or political right to, and which he cannot justly be

deprived of, unless he forfeit them by violating the law which, as a subject, he is

bound to obey. Now, though his obedience gives him a right to impunity, or to

the undisturbed possession of his life and estate, it does not entitle him to any
privilege to which he had no natural right. A king is not obliged to advance a

subject to great honours, because he has not forfeited his life and estate by rebel-

lion. If, however, he had promised him, as an act of favour, that he would confer

such honours upon him, on condition of his yielding obedience in some particular

instances, he would then have a right to them,—not as yielding obedience to a law,

but as fulfilling the conditions of a covenant. This may be farther illustrated, by
considering the case of Mephibosheth. He had a natural and legal right to his

life and estate, which descended to him from his father Jonathan, because he be-

haved himself peaceably, and had not rebelled against David. But this did not
entitle him to those special favours which David conferred upon him, such as ' eat-

ing bread at his table continually ;'^ for these were the result of a covenant be-

tween David and Jonathan, in which David promised that he would show kind-

ness to his house after him. Now, in the same way, if we consider our first parents

only as under a law, their perfect obedience to it would have given them a right to

impunity, since punishment supposes a crime ; so that God could not, consistently

with his perfections, have punished them, had they not rebelled against him. I

do not say tha;t God could not, in consistency with his perfections, have taken away
the blessings which he conferred upon them, as creatures, in a way of sovereignty;

but this he could not do as a judge. Man, therefore, would have been entirely ex-

empted from punishment, as long as he did not fall. This, however, would not,

in the least, have entitled him to any superadded happiness, unless there had been

a promise made which gave him ground to expect it, in case he yielded obedience.

And if there were, then that dispensation which before contained the form of a law

would, by having this circumstance added to it, assume the form of a covenant,

and so give him a right to the superadded happiness promised in it, according to

the tenor of the covenant. If we can prove, then, as we shall endeavour to do be-

h 2 Sam. ix. 13.
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fore we dismiss this subject, not only tliat man was obliged to yield perfect obe-

dience, as being under a law, but that he was given to expect a superadded happi-

ness, consisting either in the grace of confirmation in his present state, or in the

heavenly blessedness, it will follow, that he would have had a right to it, in case

of yielding that obedience, according to the tenor of the dispensation as being of

the nature of a covenant. This I apprehend to be the just diflerence between a

law and a covenant, as applicable to the present argument. "We must hence con-

clude, that the dispensation which man was under contained the ideas both of a

law and of a covenant. His relation to God, as a creature, obliged him to yield

perfect obedience to the divine will, as having the form of a law ; and this perfect

obedience, had it been performed, would have given him a right to the heavenly

blessedness, in virtue of that promise which God was pleased to give to man in this

dispensation, as being of the nature of a covenant. This will farther appear, when

we consider the blessing promised in the covenant.

2. The blessing promised was life. The word 'life ' in scripture, is used sometimes

to signify temporal, and, at other times, spiritual and eternal blessings. We have

these senses joined together in the apostle's words, where we read of ' the life that

now is, and that which is to come.'' Sometimes, also, ' life ' and ' blessing,' or blessed-

ness, are put together, and opposed to deatli as expressing all the ingredients of

evil.'' When, in doing this, Moses exhorts the Israelites 'to choose life,' he does

not intend merely a natural life, or outward blessings ; for these every one chooses,

while many are with difficulty persuaded to make choice of spiritual life. In con-

nection with our present subject, we consider life as including both spiritual and

eternal blessedness. It is thus to be understood, when our Saviour says, ' Strait is

the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life ;'' and also when he says,

*If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.''" We must conclude,

therefore, that Adam having a promise of such a life made to him, on condition of

perfect obedience, was given to expect some privileges which he was not then pos-

sessed of, and which included the enjoyment of the heavenly blessedness. Hence,

the dispensation which he was under may well be called a covenant of hfe.

But, as this is a subject so necessary to be insisted on, we shall offer some argu-

ments to prove it. Some have thought that it might be proved from Hos. vi. 7,

which they choose to render, ' They, like Adam, have transgressed the covenant;'

whence they conclude, that Adam was under a covenant. They thus suppose that

the word Adam is taken for the proper name of our first parent ; and it is probable

that it is so understood elsewhere. Job, for example, says, ' If I covered my transgres-

sions as Adam,'° alluding to those trifling excuses which Adam, immediately after

his fall,'' made to palliate his sin. There are some expositors who conclude, that

the interpretation now stated is no improbable sense of the text in llosea.P I would

not, however, lay much stress on it ; because the words may be rendered, as they

are'in our translation, * They, like men,' that is, according to the custom of vain

man, ' have transgressed the covenant ;' or, they are no better than the rest of

mankind, who are disposed to break covenant with God. In the same sense the

apostle uses the word, when, reproving the Corinthians, he says, ' Are ye not car-

nal, and walk as men?''i Passing this by, therefore, let us mquire, whether the

doctrine in question may not, in some measure, be proved from that scripture which

is often quoted for the purpose, ' In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely

die.''" From this it is argued, that if man had retained his integrity, he would have

been made partaker of the heavenly blessedness. Many, indeed, are so far from

thinking this an argument to prove the fact of a covenant, that they bring it as an

objection against it. They allege that hereby God gave man to understand, that

he was not, pursuant to the nature of a covenant, to expect any farther degree of

happiness than what he was already possessed of ; but that, agreeably to the sanc-

i 1 Tim. iv. a k Deut. xxx 19. 1 Matt, vii 14.

m Matt. xix. 17. " Job xxxi. 33.
,- v * .

°
I"'

'";
*

n Vid Grot in Hos. vi. 7. Mihi Latina h»c iiiterpretatio non displicet, ut sensus hic sit; sicut

Adam, quia pactum meum violavit, expulsus est ex Hedene; ita aequum est ex sua terra expelli.

q I'cor. iii. 3. r Gen. ii. 17-

1.
'^ ^
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tioii of a law, death was to be inflicted, in case of disobedience, and life, that is,

the state iu which he was created, should be continued, as long as he retained his in-

tegrity. When a legislator, they add, threatens his subjects with death in the event

of their being guilty of rebellion, nothing can be inferred but that, if they do not

rebel, they shall be continued in the quiet possession of what they had a natural

right to as subjects, and not that they should be advanced to a higher degree of

dignity. This sense of the text, indeed, enervates the force of the argument
founded on it to prove that man was under a covenant. Yet I would not wholly

give it up, as containing nothing to support the argument we are defending. For

this threatening was denounced, not only to signify God's will to punish sin, or the

certain event that should follow it, but as a motive to obedience ; and it therefore

includes a promise of life, in case he retained his integrity. The question there-

fore is, What is meant by this life ? or, has it any respect to the heavenly bless-

edness? In answer to this, I see no reason to conclude but that it has; since

that is so often understood by the word 'life' in scripture. Thus it is said, ' Hear,

and your soul shall live ;'^ and, ' If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command-
ments ;'* so also in many other places. Why, then, should not ' life,' in this place,

be taken in the same sense ? 80, on the other hand, when death is threatened, in

several scriptures, it implies a privation of the heavenly blessedness, and not merely

a loss of those blessings which we actually possess. Moreover, Adam could not but

know God to be the Fountain of blessedness, otherwise he would have been very de-

fective in knowledge ; and, when he looked into himself, he would find that he was
capable of a greater degree of blessedness than he at present enjoyed, and what is

more, he had a desire for it implanted in his very nature. Now, what can be in-

ferred hence, but that he would conclude that God, who gave him these enlarged

desires, would, after some farther degree of happiness arising from communion with

him, give him to expect it, in case he retained that holiness which was implanted

in his nature?

But that it may further appear that our first parents were given to expect a
greater degree of happiness, and consequently that the dispensation which they

were under was properly federal, let it be considered that the advantages which.

Christ came into the world to procure for his people, and which are promised to

them in the second covenant, are in substance" the same as those which man would
have enjoyed, had he not fallen. Christ 'came to seek and to save that which was
lost,' and to procure the recovery of forfeited blessings; yet what he came into

the world to purchase for them was eternal life. This would have been enjoyed,

therefore, if there had been no need of purchasing it, that is, if man had retained his

integrity. The apostle, speaking of the end of Christ's coming into the world,

observes,'^ not only that it was to ' redeem us from the curse,' or the condemning
sentence of the law, but that his redeemed ones might be made partakers of ' the

blessing of Abraham,' which was a very comprehensive one, including that God
would be 'his God, his shield, and exceeding great reward.' ? The same apostle

elsewhere speaks of Christ's having ' redeemed them that were under the law,' that is,

tlie curse of the violated law or covenant, ' that we might receive the adoption of

sons ;''- that is, that we mightbe made partakers of all the privilegesof God's children,

which certainly include eternal life. There is another scripture which farther sup-

ports this argument. ' What the law could not do in that it was weak through the

flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin con-

demned sin in the flesh ; that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.'*

This is as if the apostle had said, ' According to the tenor of the first covenant,

eternal life was not to be expected, since it was become weak, or could not give it,

because man could not yield perfect obedience, which was the condition of giving

it ; but God's sending his own Son to perform this obedience for us, was an expe-

u When I gpeak of the advantages being in substance ihe same, it is supposed, that there are
some circumstances of glory, in which that Biilvation, that was purchased by Christ, differs from
that hHppitiesg which Adam would have been possessed of, had he persisted in his integrity.

X Gal. iii. 13, 14? y Gen. xvii. 7. compared with chap. xv. 1. z Gal. iv. 4, 3.

a Uom. viii. H, 4.
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dient for our attaining that lifV, which we oouhl not otherwise have enjoyed.' This

seems to be the general scope and design of tlie apostle in tliis text ; and it is

agreeable to the sense of many other scriptures, which .>-peak of the advantages
that believers attain by Christ's death, as compared with tlie disadvantages which
man sustained by Adam's fall. It follows therefore, that, had Adam stood, he and
all his posterity would have attained eternal life.

We have thus endeavoured to prove, that God entered into covenant with Adam,
inasmuch as he was given to expect, that, if he had yielded perfect obedience, he

should have been possessed of the heavenly blessedness. But supposing this not

to be allowed, and the arguments brought to prove it reckoned inconclusive, it would

be sufficient to our present purpose, and would argue the dispensation to which

Adam was under to be that of a covenant, if God had only promised him tlie grace

of confirmation, and not to transplant him from the earthly to the heavenly para-

dise. Such a privilege as this, which would have rendered his fall inipussible,

would have contained so advantageous a circumstance, as to the state in which he

was, as would have plainly proved the dispensation he was under to be federal.

Now, to be confirmed in a state of holiness and happiness, was necessary to render

that state of blessedness in which he was created complete. Whatever advantages

he was possessed of, it would have been a great alloy to them to consider that it

was possible for him to lose them, or through any act of inadvertency, in complying

with a temptation, to fall and ruin himself for ever. If the saints in heaven, who
are advanced to a greater degree of blessedness, were not confirmed in it, if it was

possible for them to lose or fall from it, their joy would be rendered incomplete.

Much more would the happiness of Adam have been so, had he been to continue

for ever without the privilege of confirmation.—Again, if he had not had ground

to expect the grace of confirmation in holiness and happiness, upon his yielding

perfect obedience, then his perfect obedience could not, in any respect, in propriety

of speaking, be said to have been conditional, unless you suppose it a condition of

the blessings which he was then possessed of.' But this seems not agreeable to

the idea conveyed by the word 'condition,' which is considered as a motive to ex-

cite obedience, taken from some blessing consequent upon observing it.— If, how-

ever, this consideration be not allowed to have sufficient weight, let me add that it

is agreeable to, and tends very much to advance the glory of the divine goodness,

for God not to leave an innocent creature in a state of perpetual uncertainty, as to

the continuance of his holiness and happiness. Yet this he would have done, had

he not promised Adam the grace of confirmation, whereby he would, by his imme-

diate interposition, have prevented every thing which might occasion his fall.

—

Our position may be farther argued, from the method of (iod's dealing with other

sinless creatures whom he designed to make completely blessed, and so monuments of

his abundant goodness. Thus he dealt with the holy angels, and thus he will deal

with his saints in another world. The former are, the other shall be, when arrived

there, confirmed in holiness and happiness. And why should we suppose that the

goodness of God should be less glorified towards man at first, had he retained his

integrity?—Moreover, the dispensation of providence which Adam was under, seems

to carry in it the nature of a state of probation. If he was a probationer, it must

either have been for the heavenly glory, or at least for a farther degree ot liappi-

ness, containing this grace of confirmation, whicli is tlie least that can be supposed

if there were any promise given him. Now. if all other dispensations of providence

towards man contain so many great and precious promises as it is certain they do,

can we suppose that man, in his state of innocency, liad no promise given him ?

And, if he had, then I cannot but conclude, that God entered into covenant with

him, which was tlie thing to be proved.

It is objected that tlie apostle, in some of the scriptures but now referred to,

calls the dispensation which Adam was under, ' a law ;' and that therefore we have

no right to call it a covenant. Now, it is true tliat it is often lalled 'a law.' But

let it be considered, that there were two ideas included in it, which are not opposite

to, or inconsistent with each other, namely, that of a law and that of a covenant.

As man was under a natural and indispensiilile obligation to yield perfect obedience,

and was liable to eternal death in case of disobedience, it had in it the form and
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sanction of a law. This, however, is not inconsistent with anything in what we
have endeavoured to maintain, that there was something added to it of tlie nature

of a covenant,—which is all that we pretend to prove. The dispensation, therefore,

may justly take its denomination from the one idea or the other, provided when one

is mentioned the other be not excluded. If we call it a law, it was such a law as

had annexed to it a promise of superadded blessedness ; and if we call it a covenant,

it had, notwithstanding, the obligation of a law, being made with a subject who
was bound, without regard to his arbitrary choice, to fulfil the law's demands.

It is objected against what has been said concerning man's having a promise of

the heavenly blessedness given him upon condition of obedience, that this is a pri-

vilege peculiarly adapted to the gospel-dispensation, and that our Saviour was the

first who made it known to the world. ' Life and immortality,' the objectors remind
us, ' were brought to light through the gospel, and made manifest by the appearing
of our Saviour Jesus Christ ;'^ and they hence infer that these were not made known
by the law, and that consequently there was no promise of them made to Adam in

innocency. Again, the apostle says that ' the way into the holiest of all,' that is,

into heaven, ' was not yet made manifest, while the first tabernacle was yet stand-

ing,' till Christ came, ' who obtained eternal redemption for us.''= From this they
argue, that we have no reason to conclude that Adam had any promise or expecta-

tion of the heavenly blessedness ; and that consequently the argument based on
such a promise to prove that the dispensation he was under was that of a covenant,

is not conclusive. Now, it seems very strange that any should infer from the scrip-

tures here quoted, that eternal life was altogether unknown in the world till Christ

came into it. In the former of them, when the apostle speaks of ' life and immor-
tality as brought to light by the gospel,' nothing else can be intended, but that this

is more fully revealed by the gospel than it was before, or that Christ revealed it

as a purchased possession, in which respect it could not be revealed before. If this

be compared with the revelation given to Adam of life and immortality in the first

covenant, it may be distinguished from it ; for though the heavenly blessedness

was made known in that revelation, it was not considered as including the idea of

salvation, as it does to us when revealed in the gospel. As to the latter scripture

concerning ' the way into the holiest of all,' that is, into heaven, ' not being made
manifest while the first tabernacle was yet standing,' the meaning is, that the way
of our redemption by Jesus Christ was not so clearly revealed, or revealed with
such circumstances of glory, under the ceremonial law as it is by the gospel, or

that, at least, whatever discoveries were made of it, the promises had not their full

accomplishment till Christ came and erected the gospel-dispensation. But this

does not, in the least, militate against the argument we are maintaining. We have
thus considered the blessing promised in the covenant, namely, life ; from which it

farther appears to have been a federal dispensation.

3. We are now to consider the condition of man's obtaining this blessing. This,
as is expressed in this Answer, was personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience. Man
was obliged to perform obedience, agreeably to his character as a subject, and
thereby to own the sovereignty of his Creator and Lawgiver, and the equity of his

law, and his right to govern him according to it. This obligation was natural, ne-

cessary, and indispensable.—Moreover, the obedience was to be personal, that is,

not performed by any other in his behalf, and imputed to him as his obedience was
to be imputed to all his posterity. In that respect, it would not have been personal
as applied to them. Nor was the obedience required of Adam such as should be
imputed to him, as the obedience of Christ is imputed to us in the second covenant
—Again, it was to be perfect, without the least defect, and extending to both the

heart and the life. lie was obliged to do every thing which God required, as well

as to abstain from every thing which he forbade. We are not to suppose, therefore,

that it was only his eating tl\e forbidden fruit which would ruin him, though that
was the particular sin by which he fell ; for his doing any other thing which was
in itself sinful, or his neglecting any thing which was required, would equally have
occasioned his fall.

b 2 Tim. i 10. c Heb. ix. 8, 1 1, 12.
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From man's obligation to yield obedience- to the divine law, .it follows that there

needed to be an intimation given of the rule or matter of his obedience, and conse-

quently that the law of God should be made known to him ; for it is absolutely

necessary that a law should be not only enacted but promulgated, before the sub-

ject is bound to obey it. Now the law of (iod was made known to man in two ways,

agreeably to its twofold distinction. First, the law of nature was written on his

heart ; and in writing it there, the wisdom of God did as much discover itself, as

in the matter of the law itself. In this respect, the whole law of nature might
be said to be made known to man at once. The knowledge of it was connnunicated

to him, with the powers and faculties of his soul, and was, as it were, instamped on

his nature. He might, therefore, as well plead tliat he was not an intelligent crea-

ture, as that he was destitute of the knowledge of the law. Again, there being

several other positive laws to which man was obliged to yield obedience, these,

though they could not, properly speaking, be said to be written on his heart, were,

notwithstanding, communicated to him. Whether the communication was made
all at once, or at various times, is not for us to determine. This, however, we
must conclude, that these positive laws could not be known in a way of reasoning,

as the law of nature might. But as we have sufficient ground to conclude, that

God was pleased, in different ways and times, to communicate his mind and will to

man, we arc not to suppose that man was destitute of the knowledge of all those posi-

tive laws which he was obliged to obey. What the number of these laws was we
know not. But as there have been in all ages various positive laws relating to

instituted worship, Adam, doubtless, had many sucli laws revealed to him, though

not mentioned in .scripture. This I cannot but observe, because some persons use

modes of speaking about this matter as if there had been no other positive law, which
man was obliged to obey, but that of his not eating of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil, or, together with it, that which related to the observance of the sabbath.

The obedience which man was to perform was to be perpetual. By this we
are not to understand that it was to be performed to eternity under the notion of a

condition of the covenant, though it certainly was as this covenant contained the

obligation of a law. The reason of this is very obvious. When any thing is per-

formed as a condition of obtaining a subsequent blessing, it is supposed that this

blessing is not to be conferred till the condition is performed. But this is inconsis-

tent with the eternal duration of the obedience on the performance of which the

heavenly blessedness was to be conferred. Hence, though divines often use the

word 'perpetual,' when treating on this subject, it must be understood with this

limitation, that man was to obey, without any interruption or defect, so long as he

remained in a state of probation, and that his obedience had a peculiar reference

to the dispensation as of a federal caaracter. When, however, this state of trial

was over, and the blessing promised on this condition conferred, then, though the

same obedience was to bo performed to eternity, it would not be considered as the

condition of a covenant, but as the obligation of a law.

Tliis leads us to inquire, whether we may not, with some degree of probability,

without being guilty of a sinful curiosity, determine any thing relating to the time

of man's continuance in a state of trial, before the blessing promised, at least that

part of it which consisted in the grace of contirmation, would have been conferred

upon him. Though I would not enter into any subject which is over-curious, or

pretend to determine that which is altogether uncertain, yet, 1 think, this is not to

be reckoned so, especially if we be not too peremptory, or exceed the bounds of

modesty, in what respects this matter. All that 1 shall say concerning it is, that

it seems very probable that our first parents would have passed from this state of

probation, and would have attained the grace of contirmation, which is a consider-

able circumstance in the blessing promised in the covenant, as soon as they had

children arrived to an age capable of obeying or sinning themselves. But how
long this would have been, it is a vain thing to pretend to determine. Tlie reason

why divines suppose that Adam's state of probation would have continued no longer

is, that these children must then either be supposed to have been confirmed in that

state of holiness and happiness, in wliich they were, or not. If they had been con-

firmed in it, they would have attained the blessings of the covenant, before Adam
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had fulfilled the condition of it. If tlrej had not been confirmed, it was possible

for them to have fallen, and yet for him to have stood ; and so, contrary to the

tenor of the covenant, his performing the condition of it would not have procured its

blessing for them. When our first parents would have been removed from paradise

to heaven, and so have attained the perfection of the blessings contained in this cove-

nant, it would be a vain, presumptuous, and unprofitable thing to inquire. [See

Note 3 D, p. 385.]

4. The last thing observed in this Answer, is what some call the seals annexed

to the covenant, as an ordinance designed to confirm our first parents' faith in it.

These were the two trees mentioned in the second chapter of Genesis. 1 he tree

of life, however, was more properly called a seal, than the tree of knowledge ot

good and evil.

Concerning the tree of life, several things may be observed. It was a single

tree ; not, as some suppose, a species of trees, bearing one sort of fruit. This is

evident from its being expressly said, that it was planted 'in the midst of the gar-

den.'*^—Again, the fruit of it is said, in the same scripture, to be 'pleasant to the

sight and good for food,' as well as that of other trees which were ordained for the

purpose. It is a vain thing to inquire what sort of fruit it was ; and it is better to

confess our ignorance, than to pretend to be wise above what is written.—Further,

it is called the tree of life. Some suppose that the principal if not the only reason

of its being so called, was that it was ordained to preserve man's natural life, or to

prevent any decay of nature, or, if it were in the least impaired, to restore it to its

former vigour. Accordingly, they suppose that, though man was made immortal,

yet some things might have happened to him which would have had a tendency to

impair his health, in some degree, and to weaken and destroy the temperament of

his body, by which means death would gradually, according to the course of nature,

be brought upon him ; but that as a relief against this, he had a remedy always at

hand, for the fruit of this tree, by a medicinal virtue, would restore him to his for-

mer state of health, as eff'ectually as meat, drink, and rest have a natural virtue

to repair the fatigues and supply the necessities of nature, in those who have the

most healthful constitution, which would, notwithstanding, be destroyed, without

the use of them. But, though there is somewhat of spirit and ingenuity in this

supposition, why may we not suppose that the same eftect might be produced by
the use of any other food, which would be always ready at hand, whenever he had
occasion for it, or wherever he resided? I cannot but conclude, therefore, that

the principal, if not the only reason, of the tree of life being so called, was its being,

by God's appointment, a sacramental sign and ordinance for the faith of our first

parents, that, if they retained their integrity, they might be assured of the blessed

event, namely, eternal life. Of this the tree of life was, as it is called in this Answer,

a pledge. It expressed in substance the same idea as other sacraments ; that is,

it was designed not to confer the blessing promised, but to signify it, and also to

encourage expectation of it. Our first parents were to eat of the fruit of this tree,

agreeably to the nature of other sacramental signs, that hereby the thing signified

might be brought to their remembrance. They might take occasion, at the same
time, to rely on God's promise relating to the blessing which they expected; and
they might be as much assured, that they should attain eternal life, in case they

persisted in their obedience, as they were, that God had given them this tree, and
liberty to eat of it, with the expectation of tlie blessing which it signified.

Now, to make it appear that it was designed as a sacramental sign of eternal

life, which was promised in the covenant, we may consider those allusions to it in

the New Testament, whereby the heavenly glory is set forth. It is said, ' To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the

paradise of God.' ® Again, ' Blessed arc they that do his commandments, that they

may have a right to the tree of life.' ^ It seems very plain, that the tree of life, in

these scriptures, respects the heavenly glory, whicli is called the 'New Jerusalem,'

for the passages have a particular reference to that state of the church, 'when God
shall wipe away all tears fi'om their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither

d Gin. ii. y. e Rev. ii. 7. f Rev. xxii. 14.
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sorrow, nor crying. 'ff Moreover, mention is immediately afterwards made of
'Christ's coming quickly, and his reward being with him.'" There are also sev-

eral other passages, which might be easily observed, which agree only Mith the

heavenly state. Now, since the heavenly glory is thus described, why may we not
suppose, that the heavenly state was signified by this tree to Adam, in paradise?
That this may farther appear, let it be considered, that nothing is more common,
in scripture, than for the Holy Ghost to represent the thing signified by the sign.

Thus sanctification, which was one thing signified by circumcision, is called, ' The
circumcision made without hands ;'' and regeneration, which is signified by baptism,
is called, our 'being born of water;''' and Christ, whose death was signified by the
passover, is called, 'Our Passover.'^ Many other instances, of a similar nature,
might be produced. Now, since the heavenly glory is represented by the tree of

life, why may we not suppose that the reason of its being so called was that it

was ordained at first to be a sacramental sign or pledge of eternal life, which our
first parents were given to expect, according to the tenor of that covenant which
they were under. [See Note 3 E, p. 390.]

It is objected by some, that sacramental signs, ceremonies, or types, were adapt-

ed only to that dispensation which the church of the Jews were under, and there-

fore were not agreeable to that state in which man was at first. But though the

ceremonial law was not known or instituted while man was in a state of innocency,

and though it was not God's ordinary way to instruct him then by signs ; yet it

was not inconsistent with that state for God to ordain one or two signs as ordi-

nances for the faith of our first parents, the signification of which was adapted to

the state in which they were,—any more than our Saviour's instituting two sig-

nificant ordinances under the gospel, namely, baptism and the Lord's Supper, as

having relation to the blessings expected therein, is inconsistent with the present

dispensation, in which we have no more to do with the ceremonial law, than our first

parents had. All this implies nothing more, than that God may, in any state of

the church, instruct his people in those things which their faith should be conver-

sant about, in what way he pleases.

It is farther objected, that the tree of life was not designed to be a sacramental

sign of the covenant which our first parents were under, but rather, as was before

observed, an expedient to render them immortal, in a natural way, inasmuch as

when man was fallen, the tree of life had still the same virtue. Accordingly, it is

said, ' Lest he put forth his hand, and take of the tree of life, and eat, and live

for ever ; therefore the Lord God sent him forth out of the garden of Eden. And
he drove out the man ; and placed cherubims, and a flaming sword, which turned

every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.''" Some extend this objection so far

as to suppose that man did not eat of the tree of life before he fell ; that if he had done
so, he would, by virtue of his eating of it, have lived for ever, notwithstanding his

sin ; and that if, as soon as he had fallen, he had had that happy thought, and so

had eaten of it, he might even then have prevented death. They hence allege

that God drove him out of paradise, that he might not eat of it, that so the curse,

consequent upon his fall, might take efl'ect. The absurdity of this objection, and
the method of reasoning made use of to support it, will appear, if we consider that

there was something more lost by man's fall than immortality, and something which

no fruit, produced by any tree, could restore to him. Besides, man was then liable

to the curse which was denounced, by which he was under an indispensable neces-

sity of returning to the dust whence he was taken. The tree of life, therefore,

could not make this threatening of no effect, though man had eaten of it after his

fall. But as the whole force of the objection depends on the sense which the objec-

tors put on the text relating to man's expulsion from paradise and exclusion from

the tree of life, the only reply which we need give to it is to consider what is the

true and proper sense of that text. Now when it is said, 'God drove out the man,

lest he should eat of the tree of life, and live lor ever,' the meaning is as if it had

been said, ' Lest the poor deceived creature, who is now become blind, ignorant,

i
Rev. xxi. 4. h Chap. xxii. 12. i Colos. ii. II.

John iii. 5. 1 1 Cor. v. 7. m Gen. iii. 23, 24.
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and exposed to error, should eat of this tree, and thhik to live for ever, as he did

before the fall, he shall be driven out of paradise.' This was, in some respect, an

act of kindness to him, to prevent a mistake which might have been of pernicious

tendency, in turning him aside from seeking salvation in the promised seed. Be-
sides, when the thing signified bj this tree was not to be obtained in the way in

which it was before, it ceased to be a sacramental sign ; and hence, as he had no
right to it, it would have been no less than a profanation to make a religious use

of it in his fallen state.

The other tree, which we read of, whereof our first parents were forbidden to eat,

upon pain of death, is called, ' The tree of knowledge of good and evil.' Though
the fruit of this tree was, in itself, proper for food, as well as that of any other, yet

God, out of his mere sovereignty, forbade man to eat of it. Hereby, also, he let him
know, that he enjoyed nothing but by his grant, and that he must abstain from
things apparently good, when he required him to do so. It is vain to pretend to de-

termine what sort of fruit this tree produced. It is, indeed, a commonly received

opinion, that it was an apple-tree, or some species of it. But, though I will not

determine this to be a vulgar error, I cannot but think it a groundless conjecture.''

I would rather profess my ignorance as to this matter.

As to the reason of its being called the tree of knowledge of good and evil, some
have given great scope to their wit and fancy, in advancing groundless conjectures.

The Jewish historian," and, after him, several Rabbinical writers, have supposed,

that it was thus described, because there was an internal virtue in the fruit of it

to brighten the minds of men, and, in a natural way, make them wise. Socinus

and some of his brethren have so far improved upon this absurd supposition, that

they have supposed that our first parents, before they eat of this tree, had not much
more knowledge than infants have. This notion they found on the literal sense

they give of that scripture which represents them as not knowing that they were
naked.P But enough of these absurdities, which carry in them their own confuta-

tion. I cannot but think that it is called the tree of knowledge of good and evil,

to signify, that, as man before knew by experience what it was to enjoy that good
which God had conferred upon him, the consequence of his eating of it would be,

his having an experimental knowledge of evil.

All that I shall add, concerning the prohibition which God gave to our first

parents, is, that, as to the matter of it, it was one of those laws which are founded
in God's arbitrary will, and that therefore the thing was rendered sinful, only by
its being forbidden. Man's disobedience to it, however, rendered him no less

guilty, than if he had transgressed any of the laws of nature. Moreover, it was a
very small thing for him to have yielded obedience to this law, which was designed
as a trial of his readiness to perform universal obedience. It was not so difficult a

duty as that which God afterwards commanded Abraham to perform, when he bade
him offer up his son. Nor was Adam under a necessity of eating of the fruit, since

he had such a liberal provision of all things for his sustenance and delight. His
sin, in not complying with the prohibition, was, in consequence, the more aggra-

n The principal argument brought to prove this, is the application to it of that scripture, in

Cant. viii. 5, * I raised thee up under the apple-tree; there thy mother brought thee forth ;' which
is understood to mean that the church, when fallen by our first parents' eating the fruit of this tree,

\\as raised up, when the Messiah was first promised. But though this is a truth, yet whether it be
the thing intended by the Holy Ghost, in that scripture, is uncertain. As for the opinion of those
who suppose it was a fig-tree, as Theoiioret [Vid. Quest, xxviii. in Gen.], and some other ancient

writers, it has no other foundation, hut what wo lead, concerning our first parents sewing fig-leaves

together, and making themselves aprons, which, they suppose, was done before they departed from
the tree, their shame immediately suggesting the necessity of the step they took. Others think,

that whatever tree it was, it certainly was not a fig-tree, because it can hardly be supposeil but
that our first parents, having a sense of guilt, as well as shame, would be alraid so much as to

touch that tree which ha<l occasioned their ruin. Others coni'lude, that it was a vine, because our
Saviour H|)pointed that wine, which the vine produces, should be used, in commemorating his

deatii, \\lii(!h removed the elfects of that curse which sin brought on the world. But this is a vain

and triHing method ol reasoning, and discovers what lengths some men run, in their absurd glosses
on srriptiire.

o Viii. Joseph. Anti<|uit. lib. i. cap. 2. p Vid. Socin. de. Stat. Prim. Horn, et
S;nalc. de Ver. et Nal. U. -.1.
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vated. Besides, lie was expressly cautioned against eating, and told, that ' iu ihe

day that he cat of it, he should die.' By tliis caution, God, foreseeing that he

would disobey the conunand, determined to leave him without excuse. This was

that transgression by wliich he fell, and brought on the world all the miseries that

have ensued.

[Note 3 D. The Covenant of Works.—Dr. Ridgeley, like most orthodox writers, applies to the

constitution of things under which Adam was placed, the name of covenant, and even contends

that, in order to our maintaining the doctrine ot original sin, this name must be understood of it

in a strict or proper sensf. He evidently neither intended nor saw, that, froin identiljing the idea

of a covenant with the constitution established over Adam, multitudes would draw inferences

most erroneous and detrimental respecting the nature and basis of the covenant of grace. When, in

a suiisequent part of his work, he treats of this covenant, he perceives necessity anxiously and

duselv to caution men against the notion of any divine covenant with man, cunsisting of what he

tirms • stipulation and ristipulation.' He there uses great care also to warn his readers against

supposing that, in the covenant of grace as made with the redeemed, there either is or can be, on

their part, the pL-rformance of any condition. Now, had he beiii equally cautious when about to

discuss the nature of the constitution established over Adam, he would have paused before he ap-

plied to it the name covenant. One important fact would have readily occurred to him, that it is

not once called by that name in scripture; and this fact would probably have suggested the inquiry,

whether the inspired usage of the word in cases where it is employed be such as to warrant its appli-

cation to the Adamic Constitution. The expositions which orthodox writers give of what they

term 'the Covenant of Life,' or, 'the Covenant of Works,' are generally just such, it is true, as

harmonize with the scripture accounts of the constitution established over Adam; but exactly in

the proportion of their being so, they render the word 'covenant,' as applied to that constitution,

a misnomer, and, at the same time, give rise to confuseilness or inaccuracy of idea iu contemplating

those transactions which the word properly designates.

A covenant, according to the scriptural use of the word, as employed to designate what God
establishes with man, is a constitution, an economy, or a system of promise, established or confirmed

by sacrifice. The radical idea included in it, appears to be a promise, actual or prospective, ex-

hibited in moral ordinances, and secured and vindicated by atonement. The Covenant, by way of

eminence, is simply the plan of salvation, consisting in the promise of pardon, of renovating influ-

ence and divine favour, through the expiatory work of Immanuel. This is what the scriptures

designate the covenant in all the instances in which they represent it as made with the redeemed,

or with Christ as their public head. See, in particular, Heb. viii. 10— 12. All other divine coye-

11 lilts are simply so many editions of this; or they consist of the same promise, in connection uith

the same sacrifice, but exhibited in distinct or peculiar moral ordinances. The Most High appears

to have established his covenant with Adam immediately after the fall. Both his words to Noah,

when establishing his covenant with him, and the slaughter of animals previous to the time when

permission was given to use their flesh for food, prove that the communication made to fallen man,

the communication under the warrant of which Abel believed and sacrificed, and ' Enoch walked

with God,' was a covenant, a promise of salvation, through a Saviour to come, exhibited in a sacri-

ficial institution which prefigured the Saviour's expiatory work. The covenants with Noah, with

Abraham, with the Israelites at Sinai, were all ol the same character. All, in some form or other,

substantially consisted in the ' promise of eternal life, which God promised in Christ before the

world began,' or in a renewal, repetition, or special promulgation of that promise, in connection

w ith such sacrificial performances or enactments as showed that the promise should be vindicated

and made sure by the atoning death of the Redeemer.

1 should occupy too much space were 1 to prove by detailed argument that the view I have

stated of the diMiie covenants is correct. Paul's reasoning in Gal. iii. 13— 18, proceeds on the

principle that God's covenant and his promise are the same thing; and it even uses the two words

interchangeably, or as expressive of the same idea. His reasoning, or rather his direct assertion,

in the ninth chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, proves also that 'a covenant,' there most im-

properly translated ' a testament,' is of force only over dead victims, or is, in every case, vindicated

and ratified by sacrifice. Though many promises were made to Abraham during the earlier period

sucveediiig his call, no divine communication to him is called a covenant till a promise was made in

connection with a special sacrificial olTering. Abraham, by divine direction, slew certain victims,

and 'divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another;' he then fell into a deep

sU-ep, and, on awaking, beheld 'a smoking lurnace, and a burning lamp,' the s\mbols of the

divine presence and glory, passing between the pieces. He himself took no part in the transaction

of making the covenant; he expressed no assent to proposed or optional terms, and did not pass

between the divided pieces ot the victims ; he only received a gracious or sovereign promise from

God, and, under divine instruction, recognised it to be of a character which should be vindicated and

ratified by sacrifice.
. .

A divine covenant or covenants have thus reference to man as a fallen and sinlul being; and

point to his restoration from guilt and pollution, through the mediatorial work of Christ. Accord-

ingh, the root whence the word nna, covenant, is derived, signifies to purify ; the word covenant

il^cU, liierally means a purification, or a purification sacrifice; and the phrase, lor making,' a cove-

nant, means, to cut a purification sacrifice, or cut off a puritying victim. Throu^jhout the scrip-

turis, iherelore, the one pervading idea of the divine covenant or covenanis, amidst all the

vajiety of phraseology and ot reference which occurs, is just thj great concentrating idea ot the

I. iJ
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gospel, the promise of salvation through tlie sacrifice of the Redeemc r,—the offtr and assurance of

redemption through his bloofi * slieii for remission of sins unto man_\.'

As exhibited in the topical ordinance instituted with Abraham, ttie promise of salvation is called

•the covenant of circumcision,' Acts vii. 8. Rom. iv. 11, compared with Gen. xvii. 13, 14 ; as ex-

hibited in the ceremonial ordinances instituted at Sinai, it is called ' the old covenant,' or ' the

covenant made with Israel;' and as exhibited in the simple and permanent ordinances ot the Chris-

tian dispensation, it is called 'the new, the well-ordered, the everlasting covenant.' By a very

obvious metonymy, the name Covenant is occasionally ap|)lied to the ordinances which exhiiiited it,

or to the documents in which it is recorded. Accordingly, the entire ceremonial law, the Sabbatic

institution, the two tables of the decalogue, as deposited beneath the mercy-seat, the books of

JMoses, and the tntire body of the scriptures, are all, more or less directly, termed covenants. All

were exhibitions, either in themselves or in the connection they held with prefigurati\e or other

institutions, ot life and deliverance to man through the blood of Christ, and the tli!^pensation of the

Spirit. Hence, while they are occasionally mentioned in a nieton\mical way as covenants, they

are in general described b\ appropriate literal epithets, and in one or two instances are designated not

as covenants themselves, but as ordinances in which the covenant is exhibited. Circumcision is

teinied "a sign and seal of faith,' and the scri()tures or the writings of Moses, are termed 'the

book of the covenant,' Exod. xxvii. 7 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 2; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 30. The very metony-

niical use of the word, is evidence, therelore, that a divine covenant is, as we have repeatedly

stated, the promise of salvation vindicated and ratified by sacrifice.

Human covenants mentioned in scripture, as all human covenants necessarily must be, are

essentially different, in nature and object, and almost all properties, from the divine covenant.

"When men observed that Goi.'s special promise, as announced to an individual or community, was
confirmed by sacritice, they naturally inferred that the solemn slaying of a victim was the highest ra-

tification which could be afforded ot a promise between man and man. Every promise in parti-

cular, and even every mutual stipulation or transaction of whatever sort, which received this ra-

tification, they w oulu term a covenant. The v^old, as applied to any engagement between man
and man, almost ncessarily assumed the sense of a ratified it solemn agreement ; and eventually it

bore, in this application of it, no other nuaning, and denoted simply such agreement whether
confirmed b.\ sacrifice or not. Dr. Riogeiey himself, however, when he afterwards treats of the

covenant of grace, ably and carefully shows, that all ideas of a human covenant are to be scared

away from the mind, and not suffered m any degree to intrude, when we contemplate a covenant

made by the Most High. Interpret the constitution of things established over Adam at his crea-

tion as we may, we must not apply to it any of the notions ot a covenant between man and man.
In inquiring whether it possessed in any sense the nature of a covenant, we must be guided solely

by the scriptural uses ot the woid when tmploved to designate what is strictly divine.

Now, there are two facts, which seem fat.il to the notion that the Adamic constitution was of

the nature of a co\enant. The first is, that it is not once called a covenant in scripture ; and the

second is, that it \\a!^, in all respects, unconnected with sacrifice. In some cases, as in that of the

doctrine of the Trinitv, the absence ot a word docs not by any means inter the absence of the idea

which it is used to designate. But, in all such cases, the word does not occur in scripture in any
sense: it is absolutely awanting. To supply an appropriate word whereby a peculiar doctrine of

scripture may be expressed in a single term, is one thing ; and to take a word of very frequent oc-

currence, and apply it to something uitft-reiit tioin an_\ ot the matters to which fccriplure applies it,

is aiiother. The foimer may be perfectly warrantable; while the latter can hardly fail to be

wrong. 'I'he word 'covenant' is not of rare or obscure ^occurrence, but is used freely and very

often. The Adamic constitution, too, is mentioned not merely in a general way which might
comport with latitude ot phraseology, but m a peculiar and specific manner, as the basis of at least

two closely compacted arguments (See Rom. chap, v.; 1 Cor. chap, iv.) requiring the utmost nicety

of phrase and exactitude ot definition. Yet out of about two tiunured and forty times that the

word covenant occurs, it is not once, either directly or indiiectly, employed to designate the

Adamic constitution. The advocates of the supposed covenant of works, feel that this fact presses

hard on their theor* ; else they would scanely make an attempt to find a solitary instance in the

passage in Hosea, ' They, like men, ha\e transgressed the co\enant.' Dr. Ridgeley shows, that the

phrase, 'like men,' is rightly translated, and ought not to be, 'like Adam;' and he judiciously de-

clines to base on it any argument in support of his views. The whole passage bears internal evi-

dence that our translation is corieci. The people whom the prophet describes 'transgressed the

covenant;' they broke away from that dispensation ot the diuiie promise which was established

with their fathers at Sinai ; they forsook the ordinances of the God ot Israel, and fell a-iusting

after idols; and they thus acted • like men,' under the influence of the depravity of heart, and the

enmity against God which had drawn the nations into heathenism, and which had often incited

God's own peculiar people to apostacy and revolt. Can any ideas be more distant than these are

from allusion to either the nature or the demolition of the Adamic constitution ? Yet the passage

which appears to contain them, is the only one from which an attempt is made to obtain scriptural

Sanction for calling that constitution a covenant!

The other fact to which 1 alluded ispeculiarls decisive,—that the Adamic constitution was, in all

respects, unconnected uitli sacrifice. Man was in a slate ot innocence; he was a stranger to even
the knowledge of evil; he coulii have no iiiea, and he had no need, ot redemption or atonement; he
could think of a divine promise only as a simple coininunication of the divine mind, and could form
110 conception ot it as either \ indicated or made suie by a woik ot atonenunt. The very elementary
ideas ot a divine covenant, according to the scriptural and tbe onl) legitimate usage of tiie t> rni, were
foreign to his condition and to all his modes ot thinking. Even apart, howeter, iroin these consider-
ations, the simple fact that the Adamic const. tutioii had no nianncr ot connexion with sacrilicet il

conclusive thai it was not, in the scriutural sense ot iim woru, a co.enunt.
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Dr. Ridgelev a(Imits or n.ther states that to claim the name of rovena.it for it is di-s r.hle onarrouTit only of the oonseqiien.-es vvhi.-h have \uvu orawii from its heii.p tfiine.l a law. Me sav»We wouM not contin.i aho-.t the lue of a uonl. if mniiv <ii<l not design, hv xvhat thev say ,o:.Lvriu
uiK its being a law and not pro|)etl> a covenaiit, to pave the whv for the denial of the i.nput.ition ofAdam s sin. or did not. at the same time, coi.si.ler him as no other than the natural head of hi*
post. rity. Bin he was not warranted to give us the alternative of using the word law. or the word
covenant. The truth bes between the extremes whieh these words designate. To say that theAdamic eonstitut.on was simply a law. is manifestly wrong; hut to sav that it was a covenant is
Tiof. on that aecount. right. Its grand peculiarity was its representative character. It was notmerely an enactment, as aVlaw is, for a multitude of individuals sinyulatim. hut was also and pecu-
liariy an enactment for a whole race in the person of their first parent as their l.gal puhlic head.
Ihis and this only, is the feature of the Adamic constitution which is spec H..1 i,, the delinitions
and descriptions of it in the writings of the New Testament: this, and this onlv. is the feature of
It in which even Dr. Ridgeley himself, in his discussion under a suhsequei.t Answer, sees its con-
nexion with the doctrine of original sin. Why then should he sav, that the withholding from it of
the title • covenant.'

'
paves the way for the denial of the imputatioii of Adams guilt '' The idea of re-

presentation, and the idea of a covenant, are widely apart. On the principle of representation, the
uhole doctrine of original sin is clear and consecutive ; while, on the principle of a covenant it looms
confusedly hefore the mind, and fails to come distinctly into view, it indeed it comes into view at all
till seen in the light of the principle of representation.' Adam was the public hea.l ot his posterity'
Christ IS the public head of the redeemed; the effects of Adam's disobedience .ome on all his off!
spring, the effects of Christ's obedience come on all his chosen people. But here the parallel between
the first and the second Adam ends. All the rest of our Redeemer's work—all of it which is pe-
culiarly connected with the idea of the divine covenant—has reference to the vindicating and rati-
fying of the promise of eternal life, the manifesting of the divine holiness and glorv in the saving
of sinners, by the great yvork of expiation.

'

Dr. Ridgeley. yvith the view of proving his doctrine, gives an illustrative argument which not
only fails to show that the Adamic constitution was a covenant, but also tends fearfully to inisrepre-
sent the covenant of salvation. ' If,' says he. • a king had promised a subject, as an act ol favour,
that he would confer honours upon him, on condition of his yielding obe(li< nee, in some parti-
cular instances, then he (the subject) would have a right to thJm,—not as yi.lding obedience to a
layv, but as fulfilling the conditions of a covenant." Now, though sovereign" promise, or promise as
an act ot favour, is one element in the idea ot a covenant, it is not the onlv one, nor . veii the drief.A promise, as constituting a divine covenant, is vindicated—it is exhibiti'd in harmony with truth
and holiness—by connexion with sacrifice. God's promise to save men,_his covenant'that lie will
put his laws into their minds,—that he will be their God, and they his people,—that all shall know
him from the least to the greatest,-and that their sins and their iniquities he u ill remember no
more,—is illustrated as to its moral glory, and made righteous and sure in its fulfilment, bv the
expiatory yvork of Immanuel. A divine covenant with man supposes him to be in a comiiiion to be
benefited by sovereign goodness, not simply as such, but as displayed in a wav of sacrificial ratifica-
tion. But very different from this was the condition of Adam. The divin'e promise to him. like
his existence itself, sprang from sovereign bounty, but had no connexion with a sacrificial work.
Nor, again, are the state and character of men with yvhom God establishes his covenant of salva-
tion, such as admit of their acquiring 'a right' to ' honours' by performing enjoined -conditions.'
Dr. Ridgeley himself, when treating of that covenant, uses care' to show that, on man's part, there
neither is nor can be acquired right—that all the blessings of the covenant are gilts of the free love
of God,—that they are bestowed simply because 'God is love.' or because, as..isplayed through the
yvork of the Redeemer, he is ' the just God and the Saviour,'— 'just, and the justitier of everyone
who believes in Jesus.' Dr. Ridgeley's illustrative argument, then, from the su|.posed case of a
prince promising honours ' on conilition of some particular instances of obedience,' comes short of
proving that the Adamic constitution was a covenant, and. at the same time, tends to suggest
momentous error respecting the nature of the covenant of salvation.
As to the case of Mephibosheth, which forms Dr. Ridgeley's onlv other direct argument, it yvas

the result of a human covenant. Can any mistake be more' palpable, than to institute a parallel
between the sovereign enactment of Deity to Adam, and a mutual promise between David and
Jonathan,—between man and man? Yet I'his mistake is just what constitutes Dr. Ridgeley's illus-
trative argument, and forms the basis on yvhich he constructs his consequent inferences.
We come now to glance at the second of the topics into yvhich he distributes \\\> discussion, the

blessing promised to Adam in the event of obedience. Dr. Ridgeley vieyvs this hh s=iug u> ' superadde<l
happintss,' confirmation in holiness, translation to heaven; and he'treats it throughout as the pivot on
yvhich all his ideas and proofs of an Adamc covenant t urn. In his direct arguments in favour of his doc-
trine, he takes this point for granted ; he feels that the assumption of it is essential to the tenableness of
his opinion ; and he now attempts to find proof lor it as the sine qua mm of I he supposed covenant ol works.

His first argument is based on the original threat, • In the <la> tliou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.' Surely he must see quite through an opaque body, who can discein here a promise of
superadded happiness, of confirmation in holiness, of translation to heaven. Any man, be he who
he may, yyho comes direct to the Bible, yvithout calling at the academy of the schoolmen, or taking
initiatory lessons from franurs of theological theories and sx stems, could never, one should think,
discover these ideas in the threatening. He might run hazard of not seeing in it more than a simple
(ieiiunciation of death in the event of disobedience; and, after mature reflection, be thould become
able to see in it at best an implied promise, or a promise, negatively expresse<l. ot a continuan e of
Tlie blessings yvhich man possessed, in the event of his continuing to obey. Whatever promise the
threatening implies, is strictly negative; and cannot, without the most violent (.onstruction, be
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made to include such positive blessings as lay beyond the range of Adam's experience or knowledge.
F.xactlv the same form of expression occurs repeatedly in scripture; and, when it admits a negative
or implied construction, it appears in every instance to involve a [)romise simply of the coiitinuHiice

of such li/e as the denounced party possessed. One instance may sufficiently serve for illustration.

'God said to Aiiiinelech in a (iream, Restore the man ids wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall prav
for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt snr<ly die.

thoM, and all that are thine,' Gen. xx. 6, 7- Here the threatening, in just the same words as that
to Adam, stands accompanied with an express statement of the promise which it implies. Death
is denounced in the event of disobedience; and lite—the continuance of that which Abimelech
poss-essed—is promised in the event of obedieme. The circumstances of Adam and of Abimelech,
it is true, were widely difft-rent. They acted, the one in his individual capacity; and the other as

the representative of his posterity. The life possessed was, in the one case, the forfeited life of a
mortal ; and, in the other case, the uncondemned lite of a holy creature. Still the language of the
threats against both in the event of disobedience is the same, and requires to be understood accord-

ing to an uniform law of interpretation. Hence, as the counterpart of the threat against Abimelech
was, that he should continue to wear out the mortal lite he possessed; so the counterpart of the
threat against Adam was, that he should contirme to enjoy the unforfeited paradisaic life with which
he was blessed. Dr. Ridgeiey truly remarks, that this sense of the text enervates the force of the
argument to prove that man was under the covenant. Yet he offers no reasoning to avert it, and
seems obliged to content himself with mere assertion. We wonder the more at his doing so, that
the interpretation in question, not only 'enervates' the arguments for the supposed covenant of
works, but absolutely demolishes them. If the blessing promised to Adam was the continuation
of the lite which he possessed, then it was exactly, in its basis and character, such a blessing as bis

existence itself, his creation, his endowment with moral powers, his possessing the image of his

Creator, and his enjoying the boons of the paradisaic state. These were what constituted his life,

—his life as it began, and his life as it was continued. Now, no one pretends that the bestowal of
this life either was or could be the result of a covenant with Adam. To suppose that it was, is to
say, that there was a result of the covenant before the covenant was made, and that Adam existed,

and existed as partaker of the covenant, before he w as created.

Dr. Ridgelev's next argument is a piece of reasoning unconnected with any appeal to scripture.

He sii[iposes Adam to have been conscious that he possessed capacity for a greater degree of bless-

edness than he enjoyed in paradise, and to have had a desire for this implanted in his very nature ;

and he inters that God ' who gave him the desire,' would, after a given period, gratify it, by con-
ierriiig on hiu^. superadded happiness and confirmation in holiness. It might be enough simply to
ask, Wlience were these conceits obtained ? in what part of the Bible is information respecting
them to be found ? But, while we deprecate and might summarily dismiss idle conjecture and as-

sumption in general, we cannot but remark on the peculiar infelicity of supposing Adam to have
had a less proportion of happiness than his c;ipacity admitted. To say so is not only to contradict

the necessary law between proportionate holiness and happiness, but also to impugn the benefi-

cence ot the Creator. A capacity for blessedness, actompanied by a craving for it, but continuing
for a time unsatisfied, is a monstrous idea to be associated with the notion of paradisaic bliss,—or
of the bliss of any holy creature. That Adam, indeed, had not the degree of happiness which a
redeemed soul in heaven has, seems certain. He had not before him the brightest of all manifesta-
tions ot the divine love and glory,—that manifestation into which ' angels desire to look,' whence
seraphs draw their highest joy, and by which is 'made known to the principalities and powers in

the heavenly places the manifold wisdom of God.' ' The light of the knowledge ot the glory of
God in the face of Christ Jesus'—the light of the divine character displayed in the surpassingly
wonderful plan ot redemption— did not beam on Adam's path. But though he had not the bless-
edness ot beholding it,—and though, in other lespects, he was less exalted, less glorious, than a ran-
somed soul who 'is one spirit with Christ,' whose life is 'hid with Christ in God,' and who is ever
with Immanuel beholding his glory and bearing his likeness,—he unquestionably was happy to the ut-
most extent of his capacity. Degrees of blessedness, and incompleteness ot blessedness, are matters
essentially different. Just as two vessels may be equally full, the one of which contains an hundred
times more th:m the other; so two sinless beings may be equall) replete with happiness, one of
whom has small and the other vast capacity. Wherever sin is absent, be the capacity of the soul
what it may, the displays of the divine holiness and beneficence fill it with happiness' to the brim.
To assert the opposite is to impeach the character of Deity, and contradict the established laws of
his moral government ; and to be obliged to assert it in order to maintain tiie doctrine of a Covenant
of Works, is stronglv presumptive evidence that no such covenant existed.

Dr. Uidgeley further attempts to prove a conditional superadded happiness, confirmation in holi-

ness and trarii-lation to heaven, from some texts of scripture which speak of the woik of redemp.
tion as a woik of rccovc ry for man. He says, ' Christ came to seek and tasave that which was
lost, and to procure the recovery of forfeited blessings; yet, what he came into the world to pur-
chase was eternal life. This would have been enjojed, therefore, it there hud been no need of pur-
ciiasing it, that is, it man had retained his integrity.' But where did Dr. Ridgeiey learn that eter-

nal life is purchased? ' This is eternal life, to know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom thou ha«t sent.' ' The gift ot God is eternal life.' Christ purchased, not eternal life, but
the people to whom God gives it. He came to seek and to save, not forfeited blessings, but lost or
guilt) souls. Where, besides, is the evidence that the life which he gives—the life which his ex-
piatory work rendered it a righteous thing for God to bestow—is the same in nature, the same in

idmtity, as that v\hich was forfeited by Adam's transgression? The one was life in paradise, the
Other is life begun on earth and perpetuated in heaven ; the one was life in direct communion with
God, the other is life through a Meuiutor; the one v\as life in the reoresetitative keeoini; of a man
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who was 'of the earth enrthv,' the other is life in the rrpresentative keeping of the Lord from hea-

ven ; the one was life whirh, even on Dr. Ruigeley's theory, was li.ihle for a season to be lorfeited,

the other is life so secure that from the moment of the bestowal oi it, the iliviiie public Head who
sustains it says to all its possessors, * Because I live, ye shall live al>o.' Had the work ot redemp-

tion been, in Dr. Ridgeley's sense, a work of mere recoverv, it would at i>e»t have placed the saved

in just the condition in which Adam was when he fell. But, blessed he God, it does unutterably

more. For ' not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift; for the ju<lginent wag by one to con-

denination, but the free gilt is of many offences unto justitication of life ; for if by one man's ofTence

death reigned by one, much more they which receive atiundaiice of grace shall reign in life by one,

Jesus Christ.' Grace did more than undo the mischiefs of the fall,—achieved more than to recover

to man what he had lost,—was more, far more, than comm nsmatc with the evil which it assailed.

For, ' where sin abounded, grace did much more abound, that as sin hath reij:neil unto lieatb.

evi'U so might grace reign through righteousmss unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.'

What follows but that the eternal life in question is peculiarl) a result of the work of redemption;

that it difTers, as to the amount and circumstances of the blessedness involved in it, liom the life

which was forfeited by Adam's transgression; and that, therefore, there is no correspondence be-

tween the promise of the one life and the promise of the other, or that the promise to Adam was

not, like that of the redeemed, of the nature of a covenant ?

Dr. Riiigeley adduces still another argument, based on Rom. viii. 3, 4. I confess myself utterly

at a loss, however, to s. e its meaning. Tlie text on which he founds it is generally understood by

orthodox writers, and if I mistake not, is understood by himself, to mean, that fallen man, through

his inability to obey, could not obtain salvation by works, or that the law could not achieve his

well-being in consequence of the depravity of his nature; but that God sending bis own Son, in

the likeneiis of sinful flesh, and for a sinofferiiig, defeated the power of our depraved nature, and

accomplished our d. livennce. Now, what connexion this can be supposed to have with proving

Adam to have been under a covenant, or to have had a promise of confirmation in holiness and

translation to heaven, on condition of continuing for a period in obedience, is more than 1 can dis-

cover. The argument, if there be one, eludes perception, anil, of course, must pass unanswered.

Dr. Ridgeley next proceeds to take lower ground. Supposing his a:gumeiits in favour of

translation to heaven as the result of keeping the condition of the alh ged covenant, not to be ad-

mitted, he savs it will be sufficient for his purpose to show that Adam had a conditional promise of

confirmation in holiness. A few sentences will suffice for examining his proofs. The first is, that

the grace of confirmation was necessary to render Adam's happiness complete. Here he falls into

the same mistake as before, of supposing' that Adam had a blessedness inferior to his capacity of en-

joyment, and an apprehension of losing even such as he had, wiiich are utterly incompatible with

the established connexion between proportionate happiness and holiness. Adam was a stranger to

the knowledge of evil,—altogether a stranger to such fear or solicitude as does not cSmport with

a state of entire blessedness. Dr. Ridgelev's assumption is iiased too much on a latent idea that

man in paradise had the susceptibilities, and in a degree the liability to apprehension, ot a being

practically acquainted with evil. But even were the assumption unburdened with objectionable

consequences, it is mere conjecture, and cannot be allowed to stand as argumt nt. Dr. Ridgeley's

next proof is still more gratuitous : it entirely rests on a mere assumption of tiie peculiarl) condi-

tional character of Adam's obedience,—an assumption which takes for granted, not only the point

immediately in question, but the whole doctrine of the supposed covenant ot works. Ills third

proof is a duplicate of bis first; and supposes Adam, but for the prospect ol the giace of confirma-

tion, to have been subject to an unhappy feeling of uncertainty utterly inconsistent witli all just

notions of the condition and experience of a sinless being. His fourth proof is again a begging of

the question to be proved : it takes for granted that the constitution established over the angels,

and the covenant of salvation established with believers, are based on the same principle, or stamped

with the same character, as the constitution established over Adam. His last |>root is the most

unblushing of all his assumptions : it begs the question to be proved, in the very words in which that

question is stated. The question is, Whether Adam's probation was a trial of continuance in the

state in which he was created, or a trial of fitness for another an<l more glorious state? Now, sajs

Dr. Ridgeley, bv way ot proviny the latter side of the question, * If he wa.-a probationer, it must have

been tor the' heavenly glory, or at least for a further degree of happiness, containing this grace of

confirmation.' Such are his reasonings in support of his point— naked, unarguecl, unillustrated,

empty assumption. Silence would have been less injurious to his cause. They just serve—and

serve' not a little cogently—to show that there is no proof for his doctrine,—not one piece even of

presumptive evidence.
•

i
•

i

We need not follow Dr. Ridgeley in his statement ami examination of objections against bis doc-

trine. He deals chiefly, if not entirely, with those who regard the Adamic constitution as having

been a law apart from representation', and who den\ the imputation of Adam's guilt. His pro-

per opportunity for confronting these antagonists would have lieeii when he came to discuss the

character of A'dam as a public head. Under his present topic, his business was to have dealt with

men w ho hold the doctrines of representation, ol original sm, and generally of the Calvinistic s_\ stem

as teiiaciousl) as himself; but who regard the theory ot the Covenant of Works as an idle inven-

tion of pbilob'ophizing or scholastic divines, and an o'bscuralion of the clearl.v simple exhibitions of

divine truth in the Word of God. He has not, however, confronted this class of thinkers; and,

in consequence, does not sav an\ thing which requires remark.
. r .

No part of the third division of Dr. Ri,gele\ 's discussion_his examination of Me coR(/i<jon of

the covenant—calls for notice, except the concluding portion in which he treats ot the duration

or length ot man's probationary period. This is alto>;ether a tleduclion from the doctrine of a

covenant with Adam, and supposes that doctrine to have been proved. We nonce it uierelv to
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point it out as an illustration of the inconveniences which attend a theorizing on divine truth. Hav-
ing, as he supposes, found Adam under a covenant, Dr. Ridgeley is bound to inquire what the

condition of tlie covenant was, how long it was to be fulfilled, when the terms of it would expire,

how the reward of it would be bestowed, what the position of those whom Adam represented

would have been when he himself ceased from his probation. But as to these and some other curi-

ous points, Dr. Ridgeli'V and the theologians who think as he does on the subject, are all at sea,

without compass, and even without a guiding star. They have no guidance, not even a very dis-

tant suggestion from scripture ; they are t)evond the view of even analogy or any general prirjciple

of reason ; and they plough their way througb the waves of fancy, witn idle conjecture for their

steersman. Even apart from the question of a paradisaic covenant, theologians who speculate thus

ought to reflect that all the events of Adam's history were foreseen and provided for exactly as

thev occurred ; that, in the sure purposes of God, there was no contingency, and therefore no possi-

bility of another state of things arising, than the establishnig of an economy of mercy over our

whole race as parties fallen in Adam, and 'shut up' for salvation to the faith of Christ; and they

ou"lit, in consequence, to see bow very idle, how positively injurious, how fitted to convert the

suidy of actual truth into imaginative reflection on things which never were aiid never could be, it

is to institute inquiries and write discussions as to what would have been if Adam had not fallen.

Let us be silent where the word of God is silent ; and, when it lifts up its thousand voices to tell

us of the wonderful and glorious thmgs which God has wrought for us, let us yield up to its in-

structions our undivided attention, our entire mind, our absorbing desire to be taught of God the

great things which it leveaU.

—

Ed.]

[Note 3 E. The Design of the Tree of Life.—To call the tree of life a sign, seems perfectly

legitimate. A sign is simply a s\ mbol, or a metaphorical or commemorative exhi-bition of some
truth. That the tree of life possessed this character, appears certain. But to call it 'a sacramental

sign,'
—'a sign of eternal life,'—can, in our opinion, be correct only if we discard the notion of the

Adamic constitution having been a covenant. After w hat w as stated in the former Note, we need

ofTer no additional reasoti tor regarding the tree as having been simply a sign, that so long as Adam
obeyed he should live,—that holiness and happiness are inseparably connected,—that a soul in a

state of communion with God and subjection to his will, has free and constant access to every

means and resource of spiritual lite and enjoyment.

To call the tree of life ' the seal of the covenant,' appears, in my humble judgment, to use words
in defiance of m11 meaning. Let any person reflect on what a divine covenant with man is, and
then try whether he can imagine such a thing as a sealing of that covenant. Sealing has reference

to attestation, and applies to a testamentary deed, and, m scripture, to a person. But neither in

the ordinary nor in the scriptural aticeptations of the word, does the notion of sealing accord, in

any respect, with the idea of a divine covenant. As to 'a sealing ordinance,' or 'the sealing or-

dinance of a covenant,' a person unambitious to grapple with the phraseology of the schoolmen,

will be very willing to confess himself unable to understand it. An ordinance, for the most part, '

is a symbolical or a commemorative sign of truth ; but bow it comes either to seal a covenant, or

to seal the person over whom the covenant is estalilished, is more than can be very easily perceived.

Believers in Christ, or partakers in the covenant of salvation, are 'sealed with the Holy Spirit

of promise.' Abraham received circumcision, indeed, as both a sign and a seal,— both a svmbol of

truth and an attestation from God ; but then it was in itself, or in its own nature, a sign ; and as a

seal it attested neither the covenant established with him, nor his personal connexion with the

covenant, but simply the genuineness of his faith. ' He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the

righteousness ol the faith which he had, yet being uncircumcised.' 'I'his text, so far as I am aware,

is the only one which has been construed to sanction the whole theory respecting 'the seals of cove-

nants ' and 'sealing ordinances;' yet it utters a meaning widely riifl'c-rent from the complex one of

that theory, and beautiful!) accordant with the simple, untecbnical, unincumbered statements of
truth in the Bible E».]

THE FALL.

Qdebtion XXI. Did man continue in that estate wherein God, at first, created him f

Answer. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, through the temptation
of Satan, transgressed the commandment of God, in eating the forbidden fruit, and thereby fell from
the state of innocency wherein they were created.

The Freedom of Man's Will.

In this Answer there is something supposed, namely, that our first parents were
endued with a freedom of will. This is a property belonging to man, as a reason-

able creature. We may as well separate understanding from the mind, as liberty

from the will ; especially when it is conversant about things within its own sphere,

and, most of all, when we consider man in a state of perlection as to all the powers
and faculties of his soul, as he was belore the fall. Now, that we may understand
what this freedom of will was, let it be considered, that it consisted in a power,
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which man had, of choosing or embracing what appeared, agreeably to the dictates

of his understanding, to be good, or of refusing and avoiding what was evil,—and
tliis without any constraint or force laid upon him, to act contrary to those dictates.

It supposes also a power to act pur!«uant to what the will chooses ; otherwise it

could not secure the liappincss winch it desires, or avoid the evil which it detests,

and tlien its liberty would be little more than a name. Moreover, since the thing

which the will chooses is supposed to be agreeable to the dictates of the under-
standing, it follows, that if there be an error in judgment, or if a destructive or an
unlawful object present itsel., under the notion of good, while it is really evil, the

will is said to act freely, in choosing or embracing it. Accordingly, it is Ireo to

evil as well as to good.

To apply this to our present purpose, we must sui)pose that njan, in his state of

innocency, was without any defect in his understanding, and that, in consequence,
he could not, when making a right use of the powers and faculties of his soul, call

evil good, or good evil. Yet through inadvertency, his mind might be imposed on

;

and that which was evil might be represented under the appearance of good, and
accordingly the will determine itself to choose or embrace it. This is not incon-

sistent with liberty ; for as the result might have been avoided by the I'ight improve-

ment of his natural powers, he was not constrained or forced to sin.

Now, that our first parents had this freedom of will, or power to retain their

integrity, appears from their being under an indispensable obligation to yield per-

fect obedience, and liable to punishment for the least defect in it. This supposes

the thing not to have been in itself impossible, or the punishment ensuing unavoid-

able. It foUoMS, therefore, that they had a power to stand, or, which is the same
thing, a liberty of will to choose that which was conducive to their happiness. This

might be argued also from the difference that there is between man's innocent and
his fallen state. Nothing is more evident than that man, as fallen, is by a neces-

sity of nature inclined to sin. Accordingly, he is styled, 'a servant of sin,'^ or a
slave to it, entirely under its dominion. But it M'as otherwise with him before his

fall ; when, according to the constitution of his nature, he was equally inclined to

what is good, and furnished with every thing which was necessary to his yielding

that obedience which was demanded of him.

Man Left to the Freedom of his Will.

It is farther observed, that our first parents were left to the freedom of their own
will. This implies, that God did not design, especially while they were in the

state of probation, to afford them, by the interposition of his providence, that im-

mediate help which would have effectually prevented their conipliance with any
temptation to sin. That would have rendered their fall impossible, and would have

been a granting them the blessing of confirmation, before the condition of tlieir re-

ceiving it was fulfilled. God could easily have prevented tlie devil's entrance into

paradise ; as he does his coming again into heaven, to give disturbance to, or lay

snares for, any of its inhabitants ; or, though he suffered him to assault our first pa-

rents, he might, by the interposition of his grace, liave prevented that hiatlver-

tency by which they gave the first occasion to his victory over them. There was

no need for God to implant a new principle of grace in their souls ; for, by the right

use of tlie liberty of their own wills, they might have defended themselves against

the temptation ; and had he, at the time when there was most need of it, given

them a present intimation of their danger, or especially excited those habits of

grace which were implanted in their souls, their sinful compliance with Satan's

temptation would have been prevented, liut this God was not obliged to do; and

accordingly he is said to have left tliem to tlie freedom of their own wills. This

did not render him the author of their sin, or bring them under a natural necessity

of falling ; inasmuch as he ha<l before furnished them with sufficiency of strength

to stand. Man was not like an inlant, or a person enfeebled by some bodily dis-

temper, who has no ability to support liiui^elf, and, if not upheld by another, must

q Jolin viii. S4.
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necessarily fall. He was like a strong man, who, by taking heed to his steps, may
prevent his falling, without the assistance of others. He had no propensity in na-

ture to sin, in consequence of which he stood in need of preventing grace ; and
God, in thus leaving him to himself, dealt with him in a way agreeable to the con-

dition in which he was. He did not force or incline him to sin ; but left him to

the mutability of his own will, according to the tenor of the dispensation which he

was under.

The Temptation.

It is farther observed, that there was an assault made on our first parents by
Satan, not by violence, but by temptation ; the consequence of which was, that,

by sinful compliance, they fell from their state of innocency. It appears very evi-

dent from scripture, that they were deceived or beguiled. Eve says, ' The serpent

beguiled me, and I did eat.'"^ The apostle Paul says, to the same eft'ect, ' The
woman being deceived, was in the transgression.'* Here, though it is said, in the

foregoing words, that ' Adam was not deceived,' probably nothing more is intended

than that the man was not first deceived, or that he was deceived, not immediately

by the serpent, but by his wife. Some, indeed, give another turn to the expres-

sion, and suppose that Adam sinned knowingly, being content to plunge himself into

the depths of misery, in complaisance to Eve, that she might have a partner with

her in her sorrows.* We think, however, that the apostle does not speak of Adam's
not being deceived, but rather of his not being first deceived, or first in the trans-

gression.

Now this deception, or temptation, was from the devil, who, because of his sub-

tilty, is called, ' That old serpent.' " He is also said to make use of ' wiles, '^ that is,

various methods of deceit in so suiting his temptations that men may be ensnared

by them. This leads us to consider the methods he took to deceive our first pa-

rents. We have a particular account of these, and of their compliance with them,
in Gen. iii. 1—6. Here we shall take occasion to observe who the tempter was,

and the way and manner in which he assaulted them.

There are, on the former of these subjects, two extremes of opinion, which some
run into, and which are both to be avoided. Some suppose that the tempter was
a beast, or natural serpent, and that the devil had no hand in the temptation ;

while others suppose that there was no serpent made use of, but that the devil did

all without it, and that he is styled a serpent from his subtilty. These we call

extremes of opinion ; and the truth lies in a medium between them. We must
suppose, therefore, that there was really a natural serpent, a beast so called, made
use of as an instrument by the devil, by which he managed the temptation, and,
accordingly, that he possessed and spake by it. This is the most common opinion,

and agrees best with the account given in scripture ; and it is also consistent with
what our Saviour says of him, that' he was a murderer from the beginning.'^ That
it was not only, or principally, the natural serpent that tempted our first parents,

will appear, if we consider that, though the serpent is said to be more subtile than
all the beasts of the field, it never was endowed with speech.^ It hence could not,

unless actuated by a spirit, hold a discourse with Eve, as the serpent in question

is said to have done.—Again, brute creatures cannot reason or argue, as the ser-

pent did. Whatever appearance of reason there may be in them, it would be very

hard to prove that they are capable of digesting their ideas into a chain of reason-

r Gen. iii. 13. si Tim. ii. 14.

t Thig ig beautifully described by Milton, [in his Paradise Lost, Book IX.] and many others

have asserted the same thing for substance, as thinking it below the wisdom of the man to be imposed
on, thereby insinuating, though without sufficient ground, that he had a greater degree of wisdom
allotted to him than his wife.

u Rev. xii. 9 Chap. xx. 2. x Eph. vi. 11. y John viii. 44.

z Josephus, indeed, [See Antiq. lib. i. cap. 2.] intimates, that the serpent was, at first, endowed
with speech, and that his loss of it was inflicted for his tempting man; but this is a groundless con-
jecture, arising from a supposition, that those things spoken ot in Gen. iii. which are attributed to
the devil, were done without him, which is not only bis opinion, but that of many other Jewish
writers, and several modern ones.
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ing, or of inferring consequences from premises, as the serpent did. Much less

are creatures which know nothing of God or the nature of moral good or evil, cap-
able of reasoning about divine subjects, as the serpent that tempted Eve must be
supposed to have done.—Though, however, the serpent was not the principal agent
in the temptation, jet it was made use of by tlie devil. The history which wo
have of the temptation in the Book of Genesis, is not an allegorical account of
what Satan did, as some suppose, without any regard to the part that the serpent
bore. This appears from the curse denounced against the serpent: 'Because thou
hast done this,' saith God, 'thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt tliou eat all the davs of
thy life.'-'' Tliis is applicable only to the beast so called ; and we see it evidently ful-

filled at this day. Some, not, I think, without reason, infer hence that the .serpent,

before this, went erect ; whereas afterwards, as the visible mark of the curse, it is

said to go on its belly. This part of the curse, therefore, respected the natural
serpent only. That, however, which is stated in the following words, * I will put
enmity between tliee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel, ''^ respects the devil, that actuated,

or .spake by it. I am not insensible, indeed, that some Jewish writers, and others

who would exempt the devil from having had any hand in the temptation, and who
throw all the blame on the brute creature, the natural serpent, give a very jejune

and empty sense of this text ; understanding it altogether according to the letter,

as importing that there should be a war between man and the serpent in order that

man might be revenged on him, and that this war should never cease till he had
slain him or had bruised his head. But it seems very plain, that as the former
verse respects tlie instrument made use of, namely, the natural serpent, so this re-

spects the devil, and contains a prediction that his malice should be defeated, and his

power destroyed, by our Saviour, who is here promised, and described as ' the seed

of the woman.' AVe are bound to conclude, therefore, that the devil, making use

of the serpent, was the tempter, by whom our first parents were seduced and led

astray from God to the ruin of themselves and all their posterity.

There are several things which may be observed in the method Satan took in

managing the temptation by which he seduced and overcame our first parents. Of
these we have an account in the scripture before-mentioned.— First, he concealed

his cliaracter as a fallen spirit, and pretended that he was in circumstances not un-

like those in which our first parents were. He seemed at least to pay a deference

to the great God, so far as to allow that he had a right to give laws to his crea-

tures. It is more than probable, also, that the event occurred immediately after his

fall, and that our first parents knew nothing of a rebellion in heaven, and did not,

in the least, suppose that there were any creatures who were enemies to God, or

were using endeavours to render them so. Had the devil given Eve an historical

narration of his sin and fall, and begun his temptation with open blasphemy or re-

proach cast on God, whom he had rebelled against, he could not but have appre-

hended that our first parents would treat him with the utmost abhorrence, and

flee from him as an open enemy. But he conceals his enmity to God, while

he pretends friendship to them. This was an instance of great subtilty ; inasmuch

as an enemy is never more formidable than when he puts on a specious pretence of

religion, or conceals his vile character as an enemy to God, and, at the same time,

pretends a great deal of friendship to those whom he designs to ruin.

Again, as ho tempted our first parents soon after his own fall, which shows his

restless malice against God and goodness, so he did so not long after their creation.

In sele(!ting this period he showed his subtilty. because, as some suppose, he was

apprehensive that the longer man stood, the more his habits of grace would be

strengthened, and so it would be more difficult for the temptation to take effect.

But that which seems to have been the principal reason, was, either that he was

apprehensive that man might soon have an intimation given him that there were

some fallen .spirits laying snares for his ruin, and that, in consequence, he would

become more guarded against liim ; or that he diil not know but that man might

a Gen. iii. 14. b Ver. 15.

I. 3d
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soon be confirmed in liis state of holiness and happiness. How long God would

continue man in a state of probation, was not revealed ; and the devil knew very

well, that, upon his obtaining the grace of confirmation, after he had yielded obe-

dience for a time, all his temptations would prove ineffectual. He hence applied

himself to his work with the greatest expedition.

Further, he assaulted Eve when she was alone. This, indeed, is not expressly

mentioned in scripture. It seems, however, to be very probable ; inasmuch as he

directed his discourse to and held a conference with her, and not with Adam, which,

doubtless, he would have done, had he been present. In that case, too, it could

hardly be said, as the apostle does in the scripture formerly quoted, that the woman
was ' first in the transgression,' and that she was first deceived by the serpent. In-

deed, had Adam been with her, though she might have been first in eating the for-

bidden fruit, he would have sinned as being a partaker with her, by suffering her to

comply with the temptation, and not warning her of her danger, or endeavouring

to detect the devil's sophistry, and to restrain her from compliance. As the law

deems aU to be principals in traitorous conspiracies against a prince, who are pre-

sent and do not use the proper means which they ought to prevent them ; so if Adam
had been with Eve, he would have sinned with her, before lie received the forbid-

den fruit from her hand. This, however, we do not find him charged with. We
hence infer that she was alone, and that, on account of her being so, the devil took

her at the greatest disadvantage. As the wise man well observes, ' Two are better

than one ; for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow ; but woe to him that is

alone when he falleth.'*'

Further, the instrument Satan made use of, was, as formerly observed, the ser-

pent. Probably he was not suffered to take a human shape. Or if he had, it would,

perhaps, not so well have answered his end ; since it would have tended to amuse
and surprise our first parents, and have put them upon inquiries who he was, and
whence he came, for they knew that there were no human creatures formed but

themselves. If he had made use of an inanimate creature, it would have been

more sui'prising to hear it speak and reason about the providence of God. If, again,

he had not assumed any visible shape, he could not have managed the temptation

with success, for there was no corrupt nature in our first parents to work upon, as

there is in us. Hence some conclude, that no temptation can, in an internal way,

be offered to an innocent creature by the devil ; that, therefore, it must have been
presented to the senses of our first parents ; and that hence it was necessary for him
to assume some shape, particularly that of some brute creature, in order that he
might more ettectually carry on his temptation. It was also expedient to answer
his design, that he should not make use of any brute creature which is naturally more
stupid, and therefore less fit for his purpose. Accordingly he made use of the ser-

pent, concerning which it is observed, that it is ' more subtile than any beast of the

field.' Some suppose, too, that it was, at first, a very beautiful creature, however
odious it is to mankind at present ; and that it had a bright shining skin curiously

painted with variety of colours, which, when the sun shone upon it, cast a bright

reflection of all the colours of the rainbow. But we pass this by, as what is un-

certain.

Again, it is probable that the devil took his opportunity to discourse with Eve
about the tree of knowledge, when she was standing by it, or at least not far from it

;

that so lie might prevail with her to comply with the temptation in haste. Had he

given her room for too much deliberation, it might have prevented his design from
taking effect ; and if she had been at some distance from the tree, she would have

had time to consider what she was going about. She did not want understanding

to detect the fallacy, had she duly weighed matters, and therefore would hardly

have complied with the temptation. That she was, at least, within sight of the

tree, appears from the fact, that the serpent takes occasion, from the beholding of

it, to discourse about it, and commend it. While he was speaking about it to her,
' she saw that it was pleasant to the eye, and good for food.

'

As to the matter of the temptation, we may observe that the devil did not imme-

[ c Eccles. V. 9, 10.
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diatelj tempt her to blaspheme God, to proclaim open war against him, or to break
one of the commandments of the moral law. What he tempted her to do, was to

violate a positive law. This indeed was heinous in its own nature ; as it was a prac-

tical disowning or denying of the sovereignty of God, and had many other aggra-
vations attending it. Yet tlio breach of positive laws, founded on God's arbitrary
will, are generally reckoned less aggravated than tlie breacli of moral laws ; and wo
are inclined to entertain temptation to them with less abhorrence, than when we aro
tempted to break one of the moral laws, which are founded in the nature of God.
Had he tempted her to deny that there was a God, or that there was any worship
due to him, or to murder her husband, or to commit any other crime which is in

itself shocking to human nature, he would have had less ground to conclude that
his temptation would have taken eftect.

Here we may observe, that he proceeded, in a gradual way, from less to greater

insinuations, brought against God. He does not immediately and directly, in his

first onset, bring a charge against God or his providence, but pretends ignorance,

and speaks as one who wished information. He says, ' Yea, hath God said. Ye
shall not eat of every tree in the garden?' as if he had said, ' Here is a garden well

stored with fruit, the trees of which are designed for your food ; are tliere any
which you are prohibited from eating of?' This question occasions her reply,

* The woman said unto the serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the

garden ; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath

said. Ye shall not eat of it ; neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.' iSome think,

that her sin began here, and that she misrepresents the divine pruhibition. iSlie

was not forbid to touch it ; it is said only, ' In the day that thou eatest thereof,

thou shalt surely die.'*^ But I cannot see that this was any other than a just infer-

ence from the prohibition itself ; as every thing is to be avoided which may prove

an occasion of sin, as truly as the sin itself. Others suppose that there is a degree

of unbelief indicated by the expression, ' Lest ye die.'*^ This may be rendered,
' Lest peradventure ye die ;' and it is thought to imply that it was possible for God
to dispense with his threatening, and that, therefore, death would not certainly

ensue ; whereas God had expressly said, * In the day thou eatest thereof, thou

shalt surely die.'—We pass this, however, as an uncertain conjecture, and
remark, that Satan afterwards proceeds from questioning, as though he desired

information, to a direct and explicit confronting of the divine threatening, endea-

vouring to persuade her, that God would not be just to liis word. He says, ' Ye
shall not surely die.' He next proceeds to cast an open reproach on the great God,

and he says, ' God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes ^hall bo

opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.'—Here he prefaces his

reproach in a most vile and wicked manner, M-ith an appeal to God fi>r a confirma-

tion of what he was about falsely to suggest, ' God doth know,' &c.—Again, he

puts her in mind tliat there were some creatures above her, with an intent to ex-

cite in her pride and envy. It is as if he liad said, ' Notwithstanding your domi-

nion over the creatures in this lower world, there are other creatures above you ;'

for so our translation renders the word 'gods,' meaning the angels. Satan farther

suggests, that these excel man, as in many other things, so particularly in know-

ledge ; thereby tempting her to be discontented with her present condition. And
as knowledge is the highest of all natural exc(dlencie>, lie tempts her to desire a

greater degree of it than God had allotted her, especially in her present ^tate, and

so to desire to bo equal to the angels in knowledge ; which might seem to her a

plausible suggestion, since knowledge is a desirable perfection. He does not com-

mend the knowledge of fallen angels, or persuade her to desire to be like them

;

but ho speaks of her becoming like those who are tlie greatest favourites of God.

It may hence be remarked, that it is a sin to desire many things which are in

themselves excellent, provided it be the will of God that we slu.uld not enjoy

them. A ditterent sense, however, may be given of the Hebrew word which we

(1 G.'ii. ii 17.

e Tlie words of the prohit.ition, in Gen. ii. 17, arc, ' Ye shall surtly die;' whereas, in the account

she f;ive> tin r.ol to the serpent, her wcirils are iTTinn'n, which OnWelos, in bis Targum, renders,

' Ne lor;e uioriiinini.'
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translate ' gods ;' for it may as well be rendered, * Ye shall be like God ;' that is,

' Ye sliall have a greater degree of the image of God,' particularly that part of it

which consists in knowledge. But however plausible this suggestion might seem
to be, she ought not to have desired this privilege, if G(?d did not design to give

it ; especially before the condition of the covenant she was under was performed.

Much less ought she to have ventured to have sinned against God to obtain it.—
Further, Satan suggests, that her eating of the tree of knowledge would be a means
to attain this greater degree of knowledge. Hence, he says, ' In the day ye eat

thereof, your eyes shall be opened,' «fec. We cannot suppose that he thought her

so stupid as to conclude that there was a natural virtue in the fruit of the tree to

produce this effect ; for none can reasonably suppose that there is a natural con-

nection between eating and increasing in knowledge. We may suppose, therefore,

that he pretends that the eating of it was God's ordinance, for the attaining of

knowledge ; or that, as the tree of life was a sacramental ordinance, to signify

man's attaining eternal life, this tree was an ordinance for her attaining knowledge
;

and hence, that God's design in prohibiting her from eating of it, was that she

should be kept in ignorance, in comparison with what she might attain to by eat-

ing of it. Vile and blasphemous insinuation to suggest, not only that God envied

her a privilege, which would have been so highly advantageous, but that the sinful

violation of his law was an ordinance to obtain it 1

It is farther supposed by some, though not mentioned in scripture, that Satan,

to make his temptation more effectual, took and eat of the fruit of the tree himself,

and pretended, as an argument to persuade her to do so likewise, that it was by this

means that he, being a serpent, and, as such, on a level with other beasts of the

same species, had attained the faculty of talking and reasoning, so that now he had
acquired a kind of equality with man ; and that, therefore, if she ate of the same
fruit, she might easily suppose she should attain to be equal with angels. By these

temptations, Eve was prevailed on ; and so we read, that ' she took of the fruit

thereof, and did eat.' It may be, the fruit was plucked off by the serpent, and
held out to her, and she, with a trembling hand, received it from him, and thereby

fell from her state of innocency.

Having considered the fall of Eve, who was first in the transgression, we are

now to speak of the fall of Adam. This is expressed more concisely in the words,
* She gave also unto her husband, and he did eat.' We are not to suppose that

she gave him this fruit to eat without his consent to take it, or that she did not

preface the action with something not recorded in scripture. It is most probable

that she reported to him what had passed between her and the serpent, and pre-

vailed on him by the same arguments by which she was overcome. So that

Adam's fall was in some respect owing to the devil ; though Eve was the more
immediate instrument of it. We may add that, besides her alleging the arguments
which the serpent had used to seduce her, it is more than probable that she con-

tinued to eat of the fruit, and that she commended the pleasantness of the taste of

it above that of all other fruits ; for it might seem to her, when fallen, to be much
more pleasant than it really was, forbidden fruit being sweet to corrupt nature.

We may suppose, too, that, through a bold presumption, and the blindness of her

mind, and the hardness of her heart, which immediately ensued on her fall, she

might insinuate to her husband that what the serpent had suggested was really

true ; for as he had said, ' Ye shall not surely die,' so now, though she had eaten

of it, she was yet alive ; and therefore that he might eat of it, without fearing any
evil consequence. By these means he was prevailed upon, and hereby the ruin of

mankind was completed.

The Consequences of the Fall.

Having considered the sin and fall of our first parents, we shall now consider

what followed, as related in Gen. iii. 7, &c. Here we observe that they imme-
diately betray and discover their fallen state, inasmuch as they who before knew not

what shame or fear meant, now experienced these consequences inseparable from
sin. They knew that they were naked, and accordingly they were ashamed. They
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had also a sense of guilt in their consciences, and therefore were afraid.—When
God calls them to an account for what thoy had done, tliey, tlirough fear, hide

themselves from his presence. This shows liow soon ignorance followed after tlie

fall. How unreasonable was it to think that they could hide themselves from God I

since ' there is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity

may hide themselves. '*^— Farther, God expostulates with each of them, and they
make excuses. The man lays the blame upon liis wife :

* The woman, whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.'K These words con-
tain a charge against God himself, as throwing the blame on liis providence: * The
woman whom thou gavest to be with me.' Here, too, was an instance of a breach
of affection between him and his wife. As sin occasions breaches in families, and
an alienation of affection in the nearest relations, so he complains of her as the
cause of his ruin, as though he had not been himself active in the matter. The
woman, on the other hand, lays the whole blame on the serpent :

' The serpent beguiled
me, and I did eat.'** There was, indeed, a deception or beguiling; for, as has been
already observed, an innocent creature can hardly sin, but through inadvertency,

as not apprehending the subtilty of the temptation, though a fallen creature sins

presumptuously and with deliberation. She should not, however, have laid the

whole blame on the serpent ; for she had wisdom enough to have detected the
fallacy of the temptation, and rectitude of nature sufficient to liave preserved her
from compliance with it, if she had improved those endowments which God at first

gave her.

We shall now consider the aggravations of the sin of our first parents. It

contained many other sins. Some have taken pains to show how, in particular

instances, they broke all the ten commandments. But, passing that by, it is cer-

tain that they broke most of them, and these both of the first and the second table.

It may truly be said, likewise, that by losing their innocency, and corrupting, de-

filing, and depraving their nature, and rendering themselves weak and unable to

perform obedience to any command as they ought, they were virtually guilty of

the breach of them all. Accordingly the apostle says, ' Whoever shall keep the

whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.'' But, more particularly,

there were several sins contained in their complicated crime. There was a vain
curiosity to know more than what was consistent with their present condition, or, at

least, a desire of increasing in knowledge in an unlawful May. There was discontent-

ment with their present condition, tliough without the least shadow of reason lead-

ing to it. There was pride and ambition to be like the angels, or like (iod, in those

things in which it was unlawful to desire it. It may be, they might desire to be
like him in independency, absolute sovereignty, &c. ; and it involves downright
atheism for a creature to desire thus to be like him. There was also profaneness

in supposing that the tree M-as God's ordinan(u> for tlie attaining of knowledge, and
in accounting that which was in itself sinful a means to procure a greater degree
of happiness. Their sin likewise contained unbelief, and a disregard either to the
promise annexed to the covenant given to excite obedience, or to the threatening

denounced to deter from sin ; and, on the otlier liand, they gave credit to the devil

rather than God. There was, moreover, bold and daring presumption in conclud-

ing that all would be well with them, or that they should remain happy though in

open rebellion against God by the violation of his law ; or in concluding, as the

serpent suggested, that they should not surely die. Their sin, too, was the higliest

display of ingratitude, inasmuch as it was committed soon after they had received

their being from God, and the honour of having all things in this world put under
their feet, and the greatest plenty of provisions for both tlieir satisfaction and their

delight, while no tree of the garden was prohibited excejtt that oidy of wliicli they eat.''

Moreover, as 'it was committed against an express warning, whatever dispute might
arise concerning other tilings being lawful or unlawful, there was no question that

it was a sin, because expressly forbidden by God, ami a caution given them to ab-

stain from it. Farther, if we consider them as endowed with a rectitude of nature,

f Job xxxiv. 22. g Ver. 12, h Ver. 13. j Jamei ii. 10.
k Gen. ii. 16, 17.
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and in particular with that great degree of knowledge Avhich God gave them, it must
be reckoned a sin against the greatest light. Whatever inadvertency there might

have been as to what first led the way to a sinful compliance, how much soever they

pretended themselves to be beguiled and deceived as an excuse for their sin, they

had a sufficient degree of knowledge to have guarded against the snare ; and, had
they made a right use of their knowledge, they would certainly have avoided it.

Again, one of our first parents proving a tempter to the other, and the occasion of

his ruin, was a flagrant instance of that want of conjugal affection and concern for

the welfare of each other which the law of nature and the relation they stood in to

one another required. Farther, as our first parents were made after the image of

God, their sin involved their casting contempt upon it ; for they could not but know
that it would despoil them of it. As eternal blessedness, too, was to be expected if

they yielded obedience, this also they contemned ; and, as every sinner does, they

despised their own souls in so doing. Finally, as Adam was a public person, the

federal head of all his posterity, intrusted with the important affair of their happi-

ness, and, as he knew that his fall would ruin them together with himself, there

was in it not only a breach of trust, but a rendering of himself the common destroyer

of all mankind. This was a greater reproach to him than his being their common
father was an honour.

Practical Inferences from the Doctrine of the Fall.

We shall conclude with a few inferences from what has been said concerning the

fall of our first parents.

1. If merely the mutability of man's will, without any propensity or inclination

to sin in his nature, may endanger, though not necessitate his fall, especially when
left to himself, as the result of God's sovereign will ; then how deplorable is the

state of fallen man, when left to himself by God in a judicial way, he being, at the

same time, indisposed for any thing that is good

!

2. From the action of the devil, in attempting to ruin man, without the least

provocation, merely out of malice against God, we may infer the vile and heinous

nature of sin ; its irreconcilable opposition to God ; and how much they resemble the

devils who endeavour to persuade others to join with them as confederates in iniquity,

and thereby to bring them under the same condemnation with themselves. To do

this is contrary to the dictates of human nature, unless considered as vile, degen

erato, and depraved by sin.

3. How dangerous a thing is it to go in the way of temptation, or to parley with

it, and not to resist the first motion which is made to turn us aside from our duty

!

And what need have we daily to pray, as instructed by our Saviour, that God would
not, by any occurrence of providence, lead us into temptation I

4. Observe the progress and great increase of sin. It is like a spreading leprosy,

and arises to a great height from small beginnings. Persons proceed from one de-

gree of wickedness to another, without considering what will be the sad effect and
consequence.

ADAM'S REPRESENTATIVE CHARACTER, AND THE IMPU-
TATION OF HIS GUILT.

Question XXII. Did all mankindfall in that first transgression ?

Answer. The covenant being made with Adam, as a public person, not for himself only but
for his posterity, all mankind descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned in him, and fell

with liiin ill that first transgression.

The Federal Position of Eve.

- , foreg

we are now led to consider how
Having shown, under the foregoing Answer, how our first parents sinned and fell,

consider how their fall affected all their posterity, whom they re-
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presented. It is said, that the covenant was made with Adam, as a federal head,

not tor himself only, but for all his posterity ; so that they sinned and fell

with him.

Before we enter more particularly on this subject, it may not be improper to in-

quire, whether the character of being the head of the covenant respects only Adam,
or both our first parents ? I am sensible there are many who think this covenant

was made with Adam, as the head of his posterity, exclusive of Eve. They think,

likewise, that, as he did not represent her therein, but his seed, she was not, to-

gether with him, the representative of mankind ; that, though the covenant was
made with her, and she was equally obliged to perform its conditions, she was to

stand or fall only for herself, her concern in it being only personal ; that when she

fell, being 'first in the transgression,' all mankind could not be said to sin and fall

in her, as they did in Adam ; and that, if she alone had sinned, she would have

perished alone. When it is objected to this theory, that she could not, according

to it, be the mother of innocent children, for ' who can bring a clean thing out of au
unclean ?' the usual reply, which is only matter of conjecture, is, that God would
have created some other woman, who should have been the mother of a sinless pos-

terity. The reason why they suppose the covenant to have been made only with

Adam, is, that we never read expressly, in scripture, of its being made with Eve in

behalf of her posterity ; and that, in particular, it is said that ' the Lord God com-

manded the man, saying. Of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat ; but

of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ; for in the day

thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.' ^ It is observed, that the law here was
given to him before the woman was created ; for it is said, in the following words,
* It is not good that man should be alone ; I will make him an help meet for him.'

In other scriptures which treat of this matter, we read of the man's being the head

of the covenant, but not his wife. Thus the apostle compares Adam, whom
he styles ' The first man,'"^ as the head of this covenant, with Christ, whom he calls,

' The second man,' as the head of the covenant of grace. Elsewhere also he says,

' As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.' ^ Again, ' By one man
sin entered into the world,' ° &c. ; and, ' By one man's disobedience, many were

made sinners.' p From its being said, not by the disobedience of our first parents,

but by that of one of them, namely, Adam, it is inferred that he only was the head

of the covenant, and the representative of mankind.

Xow, though I would not be too peremptory in determining this matter, yet,

I think, a reply may bo made to the reasoning which I have stated. Though it is

said, in the scripture referred to, that God forbade the man to eat of the tree of

knowledge of good and evil, before the woman was created, yet she expressly says,

that the prohibition respected them both,i when she tells the serpent, ' We may eat

of the fruit of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the tree in the midst of

the garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat thereof, lest ye die.'"" Besides, we read,

that Eve had dominion over the creatures, as well as Adam.* It is said, indeed,

that ''God created man,' &c. but by the word man both our first parents are in-

tended. For it immediately follows, ' And he blessed them ;' so that the woman
was not excluded. We may, therefore, apply the apostle's words, though used with

another view, * The man is not without the woman, nor the woman without the man,

in the Lord,'* to this particular dispensation of providence. There seems, also, to

be tlie same reason for one's being constituted the federal head of their posterity,

as the other ; for they were both designed to be its common parents. The tenor

of the covenant seems to be the same with respect to them both ; and the tree of

life was a seal and pledge of blessings to be couveyed by both.

1 Gen. ii. 16, 17. m 1 Cor. xv. 45, 47. n 1 Cor. xv, 22. o Rom. v. 12. p Ver. 19.

q The compilers of the I^XX. seem to have understood the words in this sense, when thex r. n-

der the text in Gen. ii. IT- »? 5' «» hfn^a (fnynn ««•' avrov St-mrcf artiamrBt.

r Gen. iii. 2, 3.
'

s Gen. i'. 26—28, t, 1 Cor. xi. 1 1.
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The Representative Character of Adam.

We uow proceed to prove that Adam was a public person, the head of the cove-

nant, with whom it was made for himself and for all his posterity. When we speak

of him as the head of his posterity, we mean something more than that he was their

common parent. Had there been no other idea than this in his being their head,

I cannot see how they could be said to fall in him. For it does not seem agree-

able to the justice of God to punish children for their parents' sins, unless they make
them their own,—at least, not with such a punishment as involves a separation

from his presence, and a liability to the condemning sentence of the law. Adam,
therefore, must be considered as constituted the head of his posterity in a federal

way, by an act of God's sovereign will ; and so must be regarded as their repre-

sentative, as well as their common parent. If this can be proved, they may be

said to fall with him. To understand this, we must conclude him to have been the

head of the world, even as Christ is the Head of his elect ; so that in the same
sense as Chi-ist's righteousness becomes theirs, namely, by imputation, Adam's
obedience, had he stood, would have been imputed to all his posterity, as his sin

is now that he has fallen. This is a doctrine founded on pure revelation ; and we
must have recourse to scripture to evince its truth.

There are several scriptures in which this doctrine is contained ; as that in

which the apostle speaks concerning our fall in Adam, whom he calls, 'the figure"

of him that was come. '^ Now, in what was Adam a type of Christ? Not as he

was a man, consisting of soul and body ; for, in that respect, all that lived before

Christ might as justly be called types of him. Whenever we read in scripture of

any person or thing being a type, there are some peculiar circumstances by which it

mav be distinguished from all other persons or things which are not types. Now
Adam was distinguished from all other persons, as he was the federal head of all

his posterity. That he was so, appears from the fact that the apostle not only oc-

casionally mentions it, but largely insists on it, and shows in what respect it was
true. He particularly observes, that as one conveyed death, the other was the

Head or Prince of life. These respective things, indeed, were directly opposite
;

so that the analogy or resemblance consisted only in the manner of conveying them.

Hence, as death did not, in the first instance of our liability to it, become due to

us on account of our own actual sin, but on account of the sin of Adam ; so tlie

right we have to eternal life, by justification, is the result, not of our own obe-

dience, but of Christ's. This is plainly the purport of the apostle's reasoning.

Now, if Christ was, in this respect, a federal Head and Representative of his peo-

ple, then Adam, who was in this, or in nothing, his type or figure, must be the

head of a covenant in which his posterity were included. Another scripture, by
which this may be proved, is that in which the apostle speaks of ' the first and the

second Adam.'y By the latter, he means Christ. Now, why should he be called
' the second Man,' who lived so many ages after Adam, if the apostle did not de-

sign to speak of him as typified by Adam, or as bearing some resemblance to him?
In other expressions, he seems to imply as much, and shows how we derive death

from Adam, of whom he had been speaking in the foregoing verses. Thus he

says, ' The first man was of the earth, earthy;' and, ' As is the earthy, such are

they also that are earthy ;' and, ' We have borne the image of the earthy.' Now,
if Adam was the root and occasion of all the miseries we endure in this world,

arising from his violation of the covenant he was under, it plainly follows, that he

was the head and representative of all his posterity. For farther proof we may
consider the apostle's method of reasoning, in the scripture first quoted :

' By one

man sin entered into the world, for that all have sinned.' This I would choose to

render, ' By one man sin entered into the world,' that is, by the first man, 'in

M'hom all have sinned,''' rather than as it is rendered in our translation. For this

seems to be the most natural sense of the words ;^ it agrees best with the apostle's

general design or argument, insisted on and farther illustrated in the following

u Ti/wot, the type. x '.-.om. v. 14. y 1 Cor. xv. 43—49. z Rom. v. 12. a tf' f.
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verses ; and it proves that Ailani, in wliom all sinned, was their head and repre-

sentative. Again, tlie apostle spi-aks of ponal evils, consciiufnt on Adam's sin,

which could not have bcfallt-n us, had he not been our federal liead and representa-

tive. Thus ho says,*" ' By the offence of one, ju<lgnient came upon all men to con-

demnation. ''= It may be observed, that the ajxistle, in this text, uses a w()r<l trans-

lated 'condemnation,'*^ wliich cannot, with any manner of consistency, be under-
stood in any other than a forensic sense. Hence, what he argues is, that wo are

liable to condemnation by the offence of Adam. And tliis certainly proves the

imputation of his offence to us; and consequently, that he is considered as our
federal head.

Tliat Adam was the feileral head of his posterity, appears farther from the fact

that all mankind are exposed to many miseries and to deatli, which are of a

penal nature, and which must therefore be considered as the consequence of sin.

Now, they cannot be the consequence of actual sin, in those who are miserable and
die as soon as thej are born, who have not ' sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression.' But they must be the result of his sin ; and this they could not be,

had he not been the federal head of all his posterity.

It is objected to this, that God might, out of his mere sovereignty, ordain that

his creatures should be exposed to some degree of misery ; that, if this misery be
not considered as the punishment of sin in infants, it does not prove the imputa-
tion of Adam's sin to them ; that even their death, considered only as a separa-

tion of soul and body, may not contain a proper idea of punishment, which consists

in the stroke of justice demanding satisfaction for sin, but may be reckoned only

an expedient or a necessary means for their attaining eternal life ; and that
therefore it does not follow, that our being liable to deatli before we have done
good or evil, is necessarily a punishment due to that sin which was committed by
Adam. Now, I will not deny that God might, out of his mere sovereignty, dis-

pense some lesser degrees of natural evil to a sinless creature ; nor will I contend
with any who shall say, that he might, without any dishonour to his perfections,

send on him an evil, sensibly great, provided it were not only consistent with his

love, but attended with those manifestations and displays of it which would more
than compensate for it, and, at the same time, not have any tendency to prevent
the answering of the end of his being. Yet I may be bold to say, that, from the

nature of the thing, God cannot inflict even the least degree of punisliment on a
creature who is, in all respects, guiltless. If, therefore, these lesser evils are
penal, they are the consequence of Adam's sin. Now dcatli must be considered as-

a penal evil ; for, as such, it was first denounced as a part of the curse, consequent
on Adam's sin. The apostle also says, ' The wages of sin is death ;'^ and else-

where lie speaks of all men as ' dying in Adam,'' The sin of Adam, therefore, is

imputed to all mankind ; and, consequently, he was their federal head and repre-

sentative in the covenant that he was under.

Christ not Bepresented by Adam.

They whose federal head and representative Adam was, arc such as descended
from him by ordinary generation. The design of this limitation is to signify, that

b Rom. V. 18.

c The words are, if 3/ in( wa^a^Ttifiaret, nf fravras a>S^ai<r«i/( ti{ xaraKfifta, The word 'judg-

ment,' though not in the original, is very justly supplied in our translation, from ver. \G. Or, at

the learned Grotius observes, the word tytttro might have heen supplied; and then tbi- mraning it,

* Res processit in condemnationem.' J. ("apellus gives a very good sense ot the tixt, when he com-
pares Adam as the head, who brought death into the world, with Christ, by whom life is obtained.

His words are these :
' Quemadmodum oinnes homines, qui condemnautur, rtatum suum rontrax-

erunt, ab una unius hominis offensa; sic tt quotquot viviticantur, absolutionem suam obtinuerunt

ah una unius hominis obi'dieniia.'

d The word xarax^i/ta is used, in a foreiigic sense, in those places of the New Testament in

which it is found. Tiius ver. 16. of this chapter, and chap. viii. I. Accordingly it signifies a
jud^iLeiit unto coiulfmnation ; as also do those words, the sense of which has an utrinity toil,

in R.om. viii. 34, t/j i xaraK^ivut ; and also axaraxfireg, us in Acts xvi. .^7. and chap. x.\ii. 25. So
thit, according to the construction ol the word, tliough x^iftm signifies 'judicium' in general,

xarer K^i/ia sigiiifiis 'judici'.iui advcrsus aliquem,' or ' condemniitio.

e jiom. vi. 2o. f I Cor. xv. 22.

I. 3 E
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our Saviour is excepted ; and that he did not sin or fall in him, inasmuch as he

was born of a virgin. Though he had the same human nature with all Adam's

posterity, he did not derive it from him in the same way as they do. A similitude

of nature, or his being a true and proper man, does not render him a descendant

from Adam, in the same way as we are. The formation of his human nature hav-

in''' been the effect of miraculous, supernatural, creating power, he was no more

liable to Adam's sin, as being a man, than a world of men would be, should God
create them out of nothing, or out of the dust of the ground, by a mediate crea-

tion. Such a creation would be no more miraculous, or supernatural, than was the

formation of the human nature of Christ in the womb of a virgin. Now, as per-

sons so formed would not be concerned in Adam's sin or fall, whatever similitude

there might be of nature, even so our Saviour was not concerned in it.

That we might understand that he was not included in the federal transaction

with Adam, the apostle, in the passage formerly quoted,^ opposes him as 'the second

man,' the federal head of his elect or spiritual seed, to Adam, 'the first man,' and

head of his natural seed. Again, as an argument, that his extraordinary and mir-

aculous conception exempted him from any concern in Adam's sin and fall, the

angel who gave the intimation tells the blessed Virgin, his mother, that ' the Holy
Ghost should come upon her, and the power of the Highest should overshadow her,'

says, 'therefore that Holy Thing, that shall be born of thee, shall be called the

Son of God.' Here he implies, that, in the formation of our Lord's human nature,

he was holy ; and that he had no concern in the guilt of Adam's sin, because of

the manner of his formation or conception. This is certainly a better way of ac-

counting for his being sinless, than to pretend, as the Papists do, that his mother

was sinless. And that pretence of theirs will do no service to their cause, unless

they could ascend in a line to our first parents, and so prove that all our Saviour's

progenitors as well as the Virgin, were immaculate ; and this is more than they

pretend to do.

Man not Represented hy Adam after his Fall.

It is farther observed, in this Answer, that mankind sinned and fell with Adam
in his 'first transgression.' We hence infer that they had no concern in those sins

which he committed afterwards. Adam, as soon as he sinned, though he was their

natural head or common father, lost the honour and prerogative of being the federal

head of his postei'ity. The covenant being broken, all the evils arising thence, to

which we were liable, devolved upon us. Nor could any of the blessings contained

in the covenant be conveyed to us by him after his fall ; for it was impossible for

him then to perform sinless obedience, which was the condition of the life promised.

This result does not arise so much from the nature of the covenant, as from the

change which there was in man, with whom it was made. The law or covenant
would have given life, if man could have yielded perfect obedience ; but his fall

rendered that impossible. The obligation of it as a law distinct from a covenant,

and also the curse, arising from its sanction, remain still in force against fallen

man ; but, as a covenant in which life was promised, it was, from that time, abro-

gated. Hence, the apostle speaks of it as being 'weak through the flesh, '^ that

is, by reason of Adam's transgression. From the time of his fall, therefore, Adam
ceased to be the federal head of his posterity, or the means of conveying life to

them. Hence, those sins which he committed afterwards were no more imputed
to them, to enhance their condemnation than his repentance or good works were
imputed for their justification.

The Imputation of Adam's sin, and his Representative Character defended.

Having considered the first transgression of Adam as imputed to all those who
descended from him by ordinary generation, we shall proceed to consider how this

doctrine is opposed by those who are in the contrary way of thinking.

g 1 Cor. XV. 45. b Rom. viii. S.
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1. It is objected, that what is done by cue man, cannot be imputed to another, as
being contrary to the divine perfections, to the law of nature, and the express
words of scripture. What is done by us in our own persons it is allowed niav ho
imputed to us, whether it be good or evil. Thus it is said, that Phinehas' zeal in
executing judgment, by which means the plague was stayed, was counted to him
for righteousness;' and so was Abraliam's faith.'"' Accordingly, Ciod approved of
their respective good actions, as what denominated them righteous persons ; and
placed them to their account, as bestowing on them some corresponding rewards,
So, in the same way, a man's own sin may be imputed to liim, and he may be
dealt with as an offender. We are told, however, that to impute the sin committed
by one person to another, is to suppose that he has committed that sin which was
really committed by another, and that, in doing this, the Judge of all the earth.
would not do right.

Now, when we speak of persons being punished for a crime committed by another
as being imputed to them, we understand the word ' imputation ' in a forensic sense •

and we do n-ot suppose that there is a wrong judgment passed on persons or things,

as though the crime were reckoned to have been committed by them. Accordingly,
we do not say, that we committed that sin which was more immediately committed
by Adam. In him it was an actual sin ; it is ours as imputed to us, or as we are
punished for it, according to the demerit of the ofience, and the tenor of the cove-
nant in which we were included. Moreover, it is not contrary to the law of nature
or nations, for the iniquity of some public persons to be punished in many others, so

that whole cities and nations suffer on their account. As to scripture instances of
this, we often read of whole families and nations suffering for the crimes of those
who have been public persons, and exemplary in sinning. Thus Achan who covet-

ed the wedge of gold, suffered not alone for his sin ; but ' his sons and his daugh-
ters were stoned, and burned with fire,' together with himself," though we do not
expressly read that they were confederates with him in the crime. God also threat-

ened the Amalekites, who, without provocation, came out against Israel in the
wilderness, that he would have 'warwitli tlicm for this, from generation to genera-
tion ;''° and, in pursuance of this threatening, God, imputing tlie crime of their fore-

fathers to their posterity some hundreds of years after, ordered Saul, *to go and
utterly destroy them, by slaying both man and woman, infant and suckling.'" The
sin of Jeroboam, in like manner, was punished in his posterity, according to the threat-

ening denounced ;° as was also the sin of Ahab.P The church, too, acknowledges
that it was a righteous dispensation of providence for God to bring upon Judah
those miseries which immediately preceded and followed their being carried captive ;

for they say, ' Our fathers have sinned, and are not ; and we liave borne their ini-

quity. '* Our Saviour speaks to tlie same purpose, when he tells the Jews, that

'upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood

of righteous Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, son of Harachias, whom ye slew

between the temple and the altar. '" These instances, and others of a similar na-

ture, prove that it is no unheard-of thing, for one man to suffer for a crime com-
mitted by another.*

But I am sensible that the principal thing intended in the objection, when im-
putation is supposed to be contrary to scripture, is, that it contradicts the sense of

what the prophet says, when he tells the people, that ' they should not have occa-

i Psal. cvi. 30, 31. k Rom. iv. 9, 23. 1 Josh. vii. 24, 25. m Exod. xvii. 16.

n 1 Sam. xv. 2, 3. o 1 Kings xiv.'lO, II. pi Kings xxi. 21, 22. q Lam. v. 7.

r Matt, xxiii. 35.

8 This is not only agreeable to many instances contained in scripture, but has heen arknow-
ledgi-d to be just by the very Heathen, as agreeiible to the law of nature and nations. Thus one
says: Sometimes a whole fit\ is punished for the wickedness of one man. Thus Hesiod, wcKXat,

««/ ^vfcirae-a vtXif Kax$v atl^cf irav^ii; and Horace says, ' Quicquid delirant reges, pitctuntur
Achivi.' And one observes, that it was the custom in several cities ot Greece to inflict the game
punishments on the children ol tvrants, as their lathcis haii done on others: 'In Graecis civitatibus

liheri tyrannorum, sup()ressis iilis, eodem supplicio afliciantur.' Vid Cicer. Epist. ni\ Brut. xv.

And Q. Curt. lib. vi. speaks of a law observed among the Macedonians, in which, traitorous con-

spiracies against the lite o( the prince were punished, not only in the traitors themselves, but in

their near relations,* Qui retji insidiuti essent, illi cum cognatis et oroDinauis suis morte atlicerentur.'
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sion any more to use this proverb in Israel, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and

the children's teeth are set on edge;' for ' the soul that sinneth shall die.** Now,

the meaning of tliis scripture is, that if thej were humble and penitent, and did not

commit those crimes which their fathers had done, they should not be punished for

them. This was a special act of favour, which, on the supposition of their acting

as they were required to do, God would grant to them ; and it is as nmch as to

say, that he would not impute their fathers' sins to them, or suffer them to be car-

ried captive, merely because their fathers had deserved this desolating judgment.

But this does not, in all respects, agree with the instance before us. We are con-

sidering Adam as the federal head of his posterity ; but their fathers were not so

considered in this and similar scriptures. Moreover, tlie objectors will hardly deny,

•that natural death, and the many evils of this life, are a punishment, in some re-

spects, for the sin of our first parents. Hence, the question is not, Whether soma

degree of punishment may follow from it ? but, WHiether the greatest degree of the

punishment of sin in hell, can be said to be the consequence of it ? But this we
shall be led more particularly to consider under a following Answer."

2. It is farther objected, that it is not agreeable to the divine perfections for

God to appoint Adam to be the head and representative of all his posterity, so that

they must stand or fall in him, with respect to their spiritual and eternal con-

cerns ; inasmuch as this was not done by their own choice and consent, which they

were not capable of giving, since they were not in existence. The case, say the

objectors, is the same as if a king should appoint a representative body of men,
and give them a power to enact laws, whereby his subjects should be dispossessed

of their estates and properties, which no one can suppose to be just ; while, if they

had chosen them themselves, they would have no reason to complain of any injus-

tice that was done them, inasmuch as the laws, made by their representatives, are,

in effect, their own laws. So, say they in the case before us, had all mankind cho-

sen Adam to be their representative, or consented to stand or fall in him, there

would have been no reason to complain of the dispensation of God's providence, in

making him their public head ; but as it was otherwise, it does not seem agreeable

to the justice of God, so to constitute him the head and representative of all his

posterity, that, by his fall, they should be involved in ruin and eternal perdition.

There arc various methods taken to answer this objection. Some say little more
to it than that if Adam had retained his integrity, we should have accepted of and
rejoiced in that life which he would have procured by his standing. There would
then have been no complaint, or finding fault with the divine dispensation, as if it

had been unjust. Hence, since he fell, and brought death into the world, it is rea-

sonable tliat we should submit, and acknowledge that all the ways of God are

equal. But, though we must all allow that submission to the will of God, in what-

ever he does, is the creature's duty, I cannot think tliis a sufficient answer to the

objection, and therefore would not lay much stress upon it, but proceed to consider

what may be farther said in answer to it. Others say, that, since Adam was the

common father of mankind, and consequently the most honourable of them, our

Saviour only excepted, whom he did not represent, it was fit that he should have

the honour conferred upon him of being their representative ; so tliat, had all his

posterity been in existence, and the choice of a representative been wholly referred

to them, the law of nature would have directed to and pointed out the man, who
ought to have the preference to all others. This answer bids fairer, I confess, to

remove the difficulty than the other ; especially if it be added, that God might
have given Adam some advantages of nature above the rest of mankind, besides

the relative one arising from his being their common father, and that, therefore, it

would have been their intcjrest, as well as their duty, to have chosen him, as being

best qualified to perform the work that was devolved upon him. But as this will

not wholly remove the difficulty, it is farther alleged that as God chose him, we
ought to acquiesce in his clioice. Indeed, had all mankind been then in existence,

supposing, as we are obliged to do, that they were in a state of perfect holiness,

they would have acknowledged the equity of the divine dispensation ; otherwise

t Ezek. xvhi. in—4. u See Quest, zxvii.
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thej would have actually sinned and fallen, in rejecting and complaining of the
will of God. This, liowever, will not satisfy those wlio a<ivan<'e the contrary scheme
of doctrine, and deny the imputation of Adam's sin to his posterity, who still com-
plain of it as a very severe dispensation, and conclude that the sovereignty of God
is pleaded for against his other perfections. Something fartlier, tliereforc, must bo
added, in answer to the objection. Now, we freely allow, that it is not equitable,
to use the similitude taken from human forms of government, for a king to appoint
a representative who shall have a power committed to him to take away the pro-
perties or estates of his subjects. But this, in many respects, does not agree with
the matter under consideration. Yet, if we suppose that these subjects had nothing
which they could call their own, separate from the will of the prince, tliat their
properties and estates were not only defended, but given by him, and that they were
given upon the tenure that he reserved to himself a right to dispossess them of them
at his pleasure ; in this case, he might, without any injustice done them, appoint
a representative by whose conduct they might be forfeited or retained. This agrees
with our present argument. Accordingly, there were some things which Adam
possessed in his state of innocency, and others which he was given to expect, had
he stood, which he had no natural right to, separate from the divine will. It hence
follows, that God might, without doing his posterity any injustice, repose this right

in the hands of a mutable creature, so that it should be retained or lost for them,
according as he stood or fell. This will appear less exceptionable, too, when we
consider the nature of that guilt which all mankind were brought under by Adam's
sin, and the loss of original righteousness as the consequence of his fall. They
who maintain the other side of the question, generally represent us as if we sup-
posed that there were no difference between this guilt, and that contracted by ac-

tual sins, together with the punishment resulting from them, how great soever

they are. This subject, however, will be more particularly considered under a
following Answer ;^ when we shall endeavour to take a just estimate of the differ-

ence between the guilt of Adam's sin imputed to us, and that of actual sins com-
mitted by us.

ORIGINAL SIN.

Question XXIII. Into what estate did the foil bring mankind?

Answer. The fall brought mai)kin(l into an estate of sin and migery.

Qdestion XXIV. What «« sin f

Answer. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, any law of God, given as a
rule to the rtasonable creature.

Question XXV. Wherein consisteth the sitifuluess of that estate u-hcreinto man fell f

Answer. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consisteth in the puilt of Adam's first

sin, tlie want of that righteousness « hiTt-in he was created, and the corruption of his natuie, whcrebr
he is utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite unto all that is spiritually gnod, and wholly
inclined to all evil, and that continually, which is commonly called Oiigiiial Sin, and from which
do proceed all actual transgressions.

Question XXVI. How is original sin conveyedfrom our first parents unto their posterity f

Answer. Original sin is conveyed from our first parents unto their posterity by natural gener-

ation, so as all that proceed from them, in that way, are conceived and born in sin.

The Nature of Sin.

Having considered the fall of our first parents, and the imputation of the sin of it

to all mankind, we are now led to .^^peak concerning the sin and mi.<ery which fol-

lowed. This is not called merely a single act of sin, or one particular instance of

misery, but a state of sin and misery. Man's being brought into a state of sin, is

sometimes called sin's reigning or having dominion over him ; and his being brought

X See Queit. xxvii.
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into a state of misery, is called the reign or dominion of death. As, by various

steps, we proceed from one degree of sin unto another, so our condemnation is

gradually enhanced. This is the subject of the first of these Answers.

Here we have a brief definition of sin. In this something is supposed, namely,

that there was a law given and promulgated, as a rule of obedience to the reasonable

creature, without which there could be no sin committed, or guilt contracted.
' Where no law is, there is no transgression. 'y ' Sin is not imputed where there is

no law.'^ And its being observed that the subjects bound by this law are reason-

able creatures, gives us to understand, that, though other creatures are the effect

of God's power, and the objects of his providence, they are not the subjects of

moral government. Hence, they cannot be under a law ; inasmuch as they are

not capable of understanding their relation to God as a Sovereign, or their obliga-

tion to obey him, or the meaning of a law as the rule of obedience.

Moreover, we have, in this Answer, an account of the formal nature of sin. It

is considered, first, in its negative or rather privative idea, as a defect or want of

conformity to the law, a privation of that rectitude of nature or righteousness

which man had at first, or our not performing that which we are bound by this law

of God to do. Those particular instances of sin which are included in the idea of

it, are called sins of omission. It is next described by its positive idea ; and so is

called a transgression of the law, or a doing of that which is forbidden by it. The
apostle calls it, 'The transgression of the law.'* We shall not, however, insist ou
this subject at present ; as we shall have occasion to enlarge on it, when we consider

tlie sins forbidden under each of the Ten Commandments, and the various aggrava-

tions of them.^

The Sinfulness of all Mankind as fallen in Adam.

We are, in the next Answer, led to consider the sinfulness of all mankind, as

fallen in Adam, or original sin, as derived to and discovered in us. This consists

more especially in our being guilty of Adam's first sin, in our wanting that righte-

ousness which he was possessed of, and in that corruption of nature whence all ac-

tual transgressions proceed.

1. We shall inquire what we are to understand by the guilt of Adam's first sin.

His disobedience, as was formerly shown, being imputed to his posterity, the re-

sult is, that all the world becomes guilty before God. Guilt is an obligation or

liableness to suffer punishment for an offence committed, in proportion to its aggra-

vations. Now, as this guilt was not contracted by us but imputed to us, we must
consider it as the same in all, or as not admitting of any degrees. Yet there is a
very great difference between that guilt which is the result of sin imputed to us,

and that which arises from sin's being committed by us. They who do not put a

just difference between these, give occasion to many prejudices against this doc-

trine, and do not sufiiciently vindicate the perfections of God, in his judiciary pro-

ceedings, in punishing the one or the other of them. That we may avoid this incon-

venience, let it be considered, that original and actual sins differ more especially

in two respects. First, the sin of our first parents, how heinous soever it was in

them, as being an actual transgression, attended with the highest aggravations,

cannot be said to be our actual sin, or committed by an act of our will. Hence,

though the imputation of it to us, as has been before proved, is righteous ;
yet it

lias not such circumstances attending it as if it had been committed by us. Second-

ly, the guilt of it, or the punishment due to it, cannot be so great as the guilt we
contract, or the punishment we are liable to for actual sins. These are committed
with the approbation and consent of the will, and are opposed to some degree of

light, and convictions of conscience, and manifold engagements to the contrary.

But these circumstances do not properly belong to Adam's sin, as imputed to

us ; nor is the punishment due to it the same as if it had been committed by us in

our own persons.

Tliat wo may not be misunderstood, let it be considered, that we are not speak-

y Rom. iv. 15. z Rom. v. 13, a 1 John iii. 4. b See vol. ii. Quest, cv.—cli.
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ing of the corruption of nature inherent in us. We do not denj that the fountain

which sends forth all actual sins, or sin reigning in the heart, is, in various re-

spects, more aggravated than many others committed by us, which we call

actual transgressions ; just as the corrupt fountain is worse than the streams, or

the root than the branch, or the cause than tlie cflVct. But when, as at present,

we consider Adam's sin only as imputed, and as being antece<lent to that corrup-

tion of nature which is the immediate cause of sinful actions, or when we dis-

tinguish between original sin as imputed and inherent, we understand by the

former, only that it cannot expose those who never committed any actual sins to

so o-reat a degree of guilt and punishment, as the sins committed by actual trans-

gressors expose them to.

Let it be farther observed, that we do not say that there is no punishment due

to original sin as imputed to us. To say this, would be to suppose that there is no

guilt attending it ; which is contrary to what we have already proved. All our

design, at present, is, to put a just difference between Adam's sin, imputed to

us, and those sins which are committed by us. Indeed, if what we have said on

this subject bo not true, the state of infants dying in infancy, under the gudt of

Adam's sin, must be equally deplorable with that of the rest of mankind. Wlien

I find some expressing themselves to this effect, I cannot wonder that others who

denv the doctrine of original sin are offended at it. It is one thmg to say that

thev are exposed to no punishment at all, which none who observe the miseries

to which we are liable, from our first appearance in the world till our leaving it,

whether sooner or later, can well deny ; and another thing to say, that they are

exposed to the same punishment for it as if they had actually committed it. The

former we allow ; the latter we must take leave to deny, lest we should give occa-

sion to any to think that the Judge of aU does any thing which wears even the

least appearance of severity and injustice. What we have thus said concerning

the imputation to us of the guilt of Adam's first sin, leads us to consider its ettects.

Accordingly, , •
i

•

2. Man is said to want that righteousness which he had at first, which is gene-

rally called original righteousness.' This is styled the prkative part ot original

sin ; as the corruption of the human nature, and its propensity to all ;<in, is the

positive part. In considering the former, or man's want of original righteousness,

we may observe, that man has not wholly lost God's natural image, winch he pos-

sessed as an intelligent creature, consisting in his being endowed as such with an

understanding capable of some degree of the knowledge of himselt and divme

thincrs and a will, in many respects, free, namely, as to what concerns natural

thinjs, or some external branches of religion, or things materially good, and m his

haviu*- executive powers to act agreeably to the dictates of his will and understand-

in^ °These, indeed, are miserably defaced, and come far short ot that perlection

which ho had in the state in which he was created. Some have compared his

con.lition to an old decayed building, which has, by the rums of time, lost its

streiunh and beauty ; though it retains something of the shape and resemblance

of wl°at it was before. Thus the powers and faculties of the soul are weakened,

but not whoUv lost, by the fall. They are like the fruits of the earth which are

shrivelled and withered in winter, and look as though they were dead ;
or like a

man who has outlived himself, an<l has lost the vivacity and sprightlii.os ot his

part-^ as well as the beauty of his bodv. which he formerly had. Again, our

abilitV to yield acceptable o])edience to' God. much more perfect, obedience, is

whollV lost ; we being destitute of a j.rinciple of spiritual hie and grace, whudi

must, if ever we have it. be implanted in regeneration. Hence, every one may

Tav ;ith the apostle. 'In me, that is, in my fie.h <
wellcth no

^^J^^-^'
xMoreover, wo are destitute of a right to the heavenly blessedness and all those

privileges which were promised on condition ol our first parents pertormmg perfect

obedience, according to the tenor of the covenant made with them in their state of

"^
T'hL"''want of original righteousness is the immediate consequence of Adam't

c Rom. vii. 18. .^
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first sin. Ey original righteousness, we understand that freedom from guilt which

man had be.ore he sinned, which exempted him from any liability to condemnation,

and aiforded him a plea before God for his retaining the blessings he possessed,

and which, had he persisted longer in his integrity, would have given him a right

to a greater degree of happiness. His perfect obedience was his righteousness, in

a forensic sense ; and the failure of it in our first parents, rendered both them and

us destitute of it. But as this is the same as what is meant by the foregoing words,

which speak of us as guilty of Adam's first sin, we must consider something else as

intended, when we are said to want that righteousness wherein he was created.

We formerly observed, that by the fall of our first parents, the natural image of

God in man was defaced. But now we are to speak of his supernatural image, as

what was wholly lost ; so that all mankind are, by nature, destitute of a principle

of grace. On this account it may truly be said, as the apostle does, ' There is

none righteous; no, not one.''^ Elsewhere man is called, 'a transgressor from the

womb ;'^ and is said to be, by nature, not only ' a child of wrath,' but ' dead in

trespasses and sins.'*" Till, therefore, we are created again to good works, or a

new principle of grace is implanted in regeneration, there is no salvation. Our
being destitute of the supernatural principle of grace, is distinguished from that

propensity to sin, or corruption of nature, which is spoken of in the following words

of this Answer. Considering it as thus distinguished, and as called, by some, the

privative part of original sin, we speak of man's destitution or deprivation as of that

which was his glory, and which tended to his defence against the assaults of temp-

tation, and those actual transgressions which are the consequence. This excel-

lent endowment man is said to have lost.

Some divines express themselves with a degree of caution when treating on this

subject. Though they allow that man has lost this righteousness, they will hardly

own that God took it away, though it were by a judicial act, supposing that this

would argue him to be the author of sin. I would not blame the least degree of

concern expressed to guard against such a consequence, did it really follow from

our asserting it. I cannot but conclude, however, that the holiness of God may
be vindicated, though we should assert that he deprived man of this righteousness

as a punishment of his sin, or denied him that power to perform perfect obedience

which he conferred on him at first. There is a vast dilterence between God's re-

storing to him his lost power to perform that which is truly and supernaturally

good in all its circumstances, and the infusing of habits of sin into his nature.

The latter we acknowledge he could not do consistently with his holiness, and shall

make this farther appear under a following head. But the other he might do, that

is, leave man destitute of a power to walk before him in holiness and righteousness.

For if God had been obliged to have given him this power, then his bestowing it

on fallen man would be rather a debt than a grace, which is contrary to the whole

tenor of the gospel. But this leads us to consider the positive part of original sin.

3. Man's sinfulness, as fallen, consists in the corruption of his nature, or a pro-

pensity and inclination to all evil. This, it is observed, is commonly called original

sin, that is, original sin inherent, as distinguished from sin imputed to us, which
has been already considered. That the nature of man is vitiated, corrupted, and
prone to all that is bad, is taken for granted by all. Indeed, he who denies it must
either be very much unacquainted with himself, or hardly retain the common notices

which we have of moral good and evil. Man's corruption is frequently represented

in scripture as a plague, defilement, or deadly evil Avith which his heart is affected.

On this account it is said that ' the heart is deceitful above all things, and des-

perately wicked ;'« and that ' out of it proceed evil thoughts,' and all other abomi-

nations of the most heinous nature,^ unless prevented by the grace of God.

This propensity of nature to sin, discovers itself in the first dawn of our reason.

We no sooner appear to be men, than we give ground to conclude that we are sin-

ners. Accordingly it is said, ' The imagination of man's heart is only evil,' and
that 'from his youth.' ^ And he is represented as 'estranged from the womb,

d Rom, iii. 10. e Isa. xlviii. 8. f Eph. ii. 1. g Jer. xvii, 9.

h Matt. XV. ly. i Gen. vi. 5. compared with cliao. viii. 21.
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going astray as soon as he is born, speaking lies.''' These statements, however,

are to be understood with the Hmitation that we are prone to sin as soon as wo
have any dispositions or inclinations to any thing ; for it cannot be supposed that

man is disposed to commit actual sin before he is capable of acting. Some, indeed,

have attempted to prove tliat the soul of a child sins as soon as it is united to the

body in the womb, and have carried this indefensible conjecture so far as to main-
tain that actual sin is committed in the womb. This opinion, however, is not only

destitute of all manner of proof, but seems so very absurd that few will be convinced

by it ; and hence it needs no confutation.

Man's propensity to sin, whenever it may be said to discover itself, is certainly

not equal in all. In this respect it differs from Adam's guilt, as imputed to us,

and from our want of original righteousness, as the immediate consequence. The
corrupt inclinations of man appear, from universal experience, as well as from the

concurrent testimony of scripture, to be of an increasing nature. Hence some are

more obstinate and hardened in sin than others ; and corrupt habits in many are

compared to the tincture of the Ethiopian, or the leopard's spots,' which no human
art can take away. We are, indeed, naturally prone to sin at first ; but afterwards

the leprosy spreads, and the propensity or inclination to it increases by repeated

acts, or a course of sin. The psalmist takes notice of this, in a beautiful climax or

gradation: ' They know not, neither will they understand, they walk in darkness.'™

The Origin of Sin in Man.

We shall now take occasion to speak something concerning the rise or origin of

man's sinfulness. This is a difficulty which many have attempted to account for

and explain, though with as little success as anything which comes within the com-
pass of our inquiries. Some ancient heretics" thought that, because it could not

be from God, who is tlie author of nothing but what is good, there are two first

cau.ses ; one, of all good, which is God, and the other of all evil. But this is de-

servedly exploded, as a most dangerous and absurd notion. Others seem to assert

that God is the author of it ; and, that they may exculpate themselves from
making him the author of sin, which is the vilest reproach that can be cast upon
him, they add, that he inflicts it in a judicial way, as a punishment for the sin of

our first parents, and that it is no reflection on him to suppose that, as a judge, he

may put this propensity to sin into our nature ; so that it is, as it were, concreated

with the soul, or derived to us at the same time that it is formed in and united to

the body. But we cannot by any means conclude God to bo the author of it,

tliough it be as a Judge ; for that would be to suppose his vindictive justice incon-

sistent with the spotless purity of his nature. We read, indeed, of God's ' giving

men up to their own hearts' lust,'" as a punishment for their sins ; but never of his

producing in them an inclination to sin, though it be under the notion of a punish-

ment. But this having been proved and illustrated under a foregoing Answer,

when we spoke concerning the providence of God as conversant about those actions

to which sin is annexed in a judicial way, we shall pass it over in this place.P

The Pelagians, Jmd after them, the Papists, and some among the Remonstrants,

being sensible that this propensity of nature to sin cannot be denied, have taken

such a method to account for it, as makes it a very innocent and harmless tiling.

That it may appear agreeable to the notion which tliey maintain of the innocency

of man by nature, they suppose that the first motions or inclinations of the soul to

sin, or, to use their own expression, the first acts of concupiscence, are not sinful.

To support this opinion, they maintain, that nothing can be deemed a sin, but

what is committed with the full bent of the will ; and that wlien an unlawtul object

presents itself, how much soever the mind may be pleased with it, there is no sin

till there is an actual compliance with it. For proof of this, they bring that scrip-

ture :
' When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin,'*! which they interpret to

mean that the second act of concupiscence, or the compliance with the first siigges-

k Psal. Iviii. 3. 1 Jer. xiii. 23. m P»al. Ixxxii. 5.

II Tbe Murcionites in the second ceiitur\, aiui the Manichees in the third,

c Psal. Ixxxi. 11, 12. p Ste page 358_36_'. q James i. 13

J. 3 F
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tions to sin, alone is denominated sin. As a consequence from this supposition,

thej pretend that these first acts of concupiscence were not inconsistent with a

state of innocencj ; so that w^ien ' Eve saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was pleasant to the ejes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,' she

did not sin till 'she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat.'"" As a farther conse-

quence deduced from their supposition, thej conclude, that the original righteous-

ness which our first parents had, did not consist so much in a perfect freedom from
all suggestions to sin, but rather in being a bridle to restrain them from compli-

ance with them, bj not making a right use of which, thej complied with the mo-
tions of concupiscence, and so sinned. According to this scheme, that propensity

of nature to sin which we have in our childhood, is an harmless and innocent thing
;

and therefore we maj suppose it to be from God, without concluding him to be the

author of sin. The scheme, however, is a vile and groundless notion, and such as

savours more of Antinomianism than many doctrines that are so called. Indeed,

it is to call that no sin which is, as it were, the root and spring of all sin, and to

make God the author and approver of that which he cannot look on but*with the

utmost detestation, as being contrary to the holiness of his nature. We need not

say more than this ; for the notion carries the black marks of its own infamy in

itself.

There are others who oppose the doctrine of original sin, and pretend to account
for the corruption of nature, by supposing that all men sinned for themselves.

This is nothing else but reviving an old opinion taken Irom the schools of Plato
and Pythagoras, namely, that God created the souls of all men at first ; that these

before they were united to their bodies, at least those which now they have, sinned
;

and that, as a punishment of their crime in their former state, they were con-

demned not only to their respective bodies, but to sufter all the miseries to which
they are exposed in them ; so that the sin which they commit in these bodies,

is nothing else but the farther propagation of that which had its rise in the acts of

the understanding and will, when they first fell into a state of sin. This is so

chimerical an opinion, that I would not have mentioned it, were it not maintained
by some of those who deny original sin, as an expedient to account for the corrup-

tion of nature, and affirmed with an assurance as if it were founded in scripture.

I cannot think, however, that it has the least countenance from it. They first

take for granted, without sufficient ground, that those scriptures which speak of

the pre-existence of Christ in his divine nature, are to be understood concerning
the pre-existence of his soul ; and thence they infer, that it is reasonable to sup-

pose that the souls of other men pre-existed likewise. They also strain the sense

of two or three other scriptures to prove it. When it is said, that, when God had
laid tlie foundation of the earth, 'the morning stars sang together, and all the sons

of God shouted for joy,' ^ they understand by 'the morning stars,' as others do,

the angels, and, by ' the sons of God,' they suppose is meant the souls of men which
were then created, and untainted with sin. To gain farther countenance to their

opinion, they explain agreeably to it, what is said in a following verse,* wliere,

when God had continued the account which he gives of his having created the
world, he adds, ' Knowcst thou it, because thou wast then born ? or because the num-
ber of thy days is great?' These words they render, ' Knowest thou that thou
wast then born, and that the number of thy days are many ?' or they depend upon
the translation which the LXX. give of the text, ' I know that thou wast then
born, for the number of thy days are many ;' that is, say they, ' Thou wast then
existent ; for though thou knowest not what thou didst from that time till thou
earnest into tlie world, yet the number of thy days are great ; that is, thou hadst an
existence many ages before.' How easy a matter is it for persons to strain the

sense of some words of scripture, contrary to its general scope and design, in order

to serve a purpose, when they attempt to gain countenance to any doctrine of their

own invention I As to the scriptures which they bring to prove that the Jews were
of their opinion, I will not deny the inierence thence, that some of them were.
This appears from the report which the disciples gave to our Saviour, when he

I Gen. iii. 6. 8 Job xxxviii. 7. t Verse 21.
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asked them, ' Whom do men saj that I am V They replied, ' Some say that thou
art John the Baptist, some Elias, and otliers Jercmias, or one of the propliets ;'"

that is, they judged, according to the Pythagorean hypothesis, that the soul of Jer-
emias, or of one of the prophets, dwelt ui that body which he had, and therefore
that he was one of tliem. Again, our Saviour's disciples, speaking concerning the
blind man, asked him, ' Who did sin, this man or his parents, that lie was born blin<l ^'»

that is, * Was it as a punishment for some sin which this man's soul conunitted be-
fore it entered into the body to which it is united, that he was born bhnd V I say,
I will not deny that some of the Jews may, from these scriptures, be supposed to
have adopted the fabulous notion in question, agreeably to the sentiments of the
philosophy with which they had been conversant. But I will not allow that our
Saviour's not confuting the opinion, is an intimation, as its defenders generally con-
clude it to be, that he reckoned it just. I rather think that he passed it over as a
vulgar error, not worthy of his confutation. As to the passage wliich they quote
from the apocryphal book of Wisdom, where one is represented as saying, that 'be-
cau.se he was good, he came into a body undefiled ;' it is no proof from scripture,

and it proves only that this was the opinion of some of that trifling generation of

men. Moreover, the fact that it was maintained by some of the Fathers, who re-

ceived the notion Irom the heathen philosophy, is also as little to the purpose. In-

deed, all the other arguments which they bring, amount to nothing else but this,

that, if the scripture had not given us ground to establish the contrary doctrine,

there might have been at least a possibility of the truth of the opinion. But to lay

this as a foundation for asserting the truth of it, with a view to account for the

origin of man's sinfulness, is nothing else but for men to set up their own fancies,

without sufficient ground, as matters of faith, and to build doctrines upon them as

if they were contained in scripture. I pass by other improvements which they
make on this fabulous notion, which appear to be still more romantic.

^

There is another attempt to account for the origin of moral evil, without infer-

ring God to be the author of it. This has been advanced by those who deny the

imputation of Adam's sin. They suppose that the soul is polluted by the traduc-

tion or propagation of sin from the soul of the immediate parent ; so that, in the

same manner as the body is subject to hereditary diseases, the soul is defiled with

sin, both the one and the other being the consequence of their formation, according to

the course of nature, in the likeness of those from whom tliey immediately derive

their being. They suppose also that a similitude of passions and natural di.sposi-

tions in parents and children, is an argument to evince the truth of their opinion.

But it appears so contrary to the light of nature, and to all the principles of phi-

losophy, to suppo.se that one spirit can produce another in a natural way, and so re-

pugnant to the ideas wliich we have of spirits, as simple beings, or not compounded
of parts, as bodies are, that it seems to be almost universally exploded, as being

destitute of any tolerable argument to support it, though it was formerly embraced
by some of the Fatliers.^ They who pretend to account for it, by the similitude

of one candle's lighting another, while the flame remains the same that it was be-

fore, only make use of an unhappy method of illustration, wliich comes far short of

a conclusive argument to their purpose. As to the likeness of natural dispositions

in children to their parents, it does not, in the least, prove the opinion ; for this arises

very much from the temperament of the body, or from the prejudices of education.

But as this method of accounting for the origin of moral evil, is not much de-

fended at present, wo may pass it over as a groundless conjecture.

As for Arminius and his followers, they have very much insisted on a supposi-

tion, which they have advanced, that the universal corruption of human nature

arises only from imitation. Now, though I will not deny that the progress and

increase of sin. in particular persons, may be very much owing to the pernicious

example of others with whom they are conversant ; yet it seems very absurd to

u Mntt. xvi. 13, 14. x John ix. 2.

y See a hook, supposed to he writfeii in defence of it, hy Glanvil. entitled, ' Lux Orientalis.'

z TertuUiati whs of this opinion [VkI. ejusd. de Aiiima]. Augustin. hIso. though he Kometimeg

«ppe'>rs to adopt the opinion of the traiiut-tion of iht" soul, is at other t'lnes in preat doiiht ahout it,

aiul ready to give it up as an indefensihle o|)inioM.— Vid. Aug. de Orig. Anim. et in Gen. ad lit. lib. x.
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assio-n this, as the first reason of the corruption of their nature. It may easily be

observed, that this corruption or disposition to sin, is visible in children, before

they are capable of being drawn aside by the influence of bad examples. Indeed,

their being corrupted thereby, is rather the eflfect than the cause of the first pro-

pensity which there is in nature to sin. It would soon appear, that, if they never saw

any thing but what is excellent, or worthy to be imitated, in those under whose care

they are, they would, notwithstanding, discover tliemselves prone to the contrary

vices. We may, in fact, as well suppose that wisdom or holiness takes its rise

from imitation in a natural way, as that sin or folly does so. Yet nothing is more
common than for children to be very much degenerated from their parents. What-
ever attempts are used to instil principles of virtue into them, are nothing else

but a striving against the stream of corrupt nature, unless the grace of God inter-

pose, and do that which imitation can never be the cause of.

We must, therefore, take some other method to account for man's corruption of

nature ; and must, at the same time, maintain that the soul is from God by im-

mediate creation. Though the latter doctrine is not so plainly taught in scripture

as other articles of faith are, yet scripture seems not to be wholly silent respecting

it. God says, ' Behold, all souls are mine ;'** and elsewhere, which is more express

to the purpose, he speaks of 'the souls that he made,'^ or created. The apostle,

for this reason, styles him, 'the Father of spirits ;'*= and that in such a sense as

is opposed to 'the fathers of our flesh.' Taking this for granted, therefore, the

difliculty which will recur upon us, and which we are to account for, is. How can

the soul that comes out of God's immediate hand be the subject of moral evil?

To assert that it is created guilty of Adam's first sin, or under an obligation to

suffer that degree of punishment which is due to it, is not inconsistent with the

divine perfections, as will farther appear, when, under a following Head, we con-

sider wliat this punishment is ; but to suppose that it is created by God impure,

or with an inclination or propensity to sin, cannot well be reconciled with the holi-

ness of God. This has been acknowledged by most divines to be one of the greatest

difiiculties which occur in the whole scheme of divinity. Some, with a becoming
and religious modesty, have conlessed their inability to account for it ; and advise

us rather to bewail our sinfulness and strive against it, than to be too inquisitive

about the origin and cause of it. Indeed, this is far better than either to darken

counsel by words without knowledge, or to advance what we cannot prove ; and I

would choose rather to acquiesce in this humble ignorance of it, than to assert any
thing whicli contains the least insinuation of God's being the author of it. It is

certain, there are many things which we know to be true, though we cannot ac-

count ibr the manner of their being what they are, and are at a loss to determine

their origin or natural cause. Thus, though we are sure that the body is united

to the soul, which acts by it, yet it is very hard to determine by what bands they
are united, or how the soul moves the body as its instrument in acting. Moreover,

we know that the particles of matter are united to one another ; but it is diflicult

to determine what is the cause of their union. 80 if we inquire into the reason

of the different colour or sliape of herbs and plants, or wliy the grass is green, and
not white or red, no one would be blamed if he should acknowledge himself to be

at a loss to account for these and other things of a similar nature. The same may
be said if we should confess that we are at a loss to determine what is the first rise

of the propensity of the nature of man to sin. Yet, if we keep within the bounds
of modesty in our inquiries, and advance nothing contrary to the divine perfections,

we may safely, and with some advantage to the doctrine of original sin, say some-
thing on the subject, and may hereby remove the objections that are brought by
some against it. Various ways have been taken, as was before observed, to account
for the origin of moral evil, which we cannot acquiesce in, on account of the many
absurdities which attend them. It may hence be more excusable lor me to off'er

my humble thoughts on this subject ; and 1 hope I shall not deviate much from
tne sentiments of many who have judiciously and happily maintained the doctrine.

Tiiere is, indeed, one conjecture which I meet with, in a learned and judicious

a Ezek. xviii. 4. b Isa. Ivii. 16. c Heb. xii. 9.
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divine, which differs very much from any account which we have of it by any
other,** namely, that the mother, while the child is in the womb, having a sinful

thought, impresses it on its soul, whereby it becomes polluted, in the same manner
as its body is sometimes marked by the strength of lier imagination. But this

opinion is so very improbalde, that it will hardly gain any proselytes ; and it only

discovers how willing some persons are to solve this difficulty, though in an un-

common method, as being apprehensive that others have not sufficiently done it.

That we may account for the matter in the most unexceptionable way, and in

.one which does not, in the least, infer God to be the author of sin, or overtlirow

the doctrine of the imputation of Adam's sin to his posterity, we must consider

men's propensity of nature or the inchnation of their souls to sin, as a corrupt

habit, and consequently, as what is not infused by God. Hence, though the soul,

in its first creation, is guilty, that is, liable to suff'er the punishment due to it for

Adam's sin imputed, yet it does not come defiled out of the hands of God ; or, as

one well expresses it,^ " We are not to think that God put original sin into men's

souls; for how should he punish those souls which he himself had corrupted?"

He adds, that " it is a great wickedness to believe that God put into the soul an
inclination to sin ; though it is true God creates the souls of men destitute of hea-

venly gifts and supernatural light, and that justly, because Adam lost those gifts

for himself and his posterity." Another judicious divine ^ expresses himself to the

effect, that, though the soul is created spotless, yet, as a punishment of Adam's
first sin, it is destitute of original righteousness. Accordingly ho distinguishes be-

tween a soul's being pure, as the soul of Adam was when it was created, that is to

say, not only sinless, but having habits or inclinations in its nature which inclined

it to what was good ; and its being created with a propensity or inclination to evil,

which he, with good reason, denies. As a medium in which the truth lies between

these extremes, he observes, that the soul is created by God, destitute of original

righteousness, unable to do what is truly good, and yet having no positive inclina-

tion or propensity in nature to what is evil. This is plainly the sense of his words,

which I have appended in a note.

Now, if it be inquired, how this corrupt habit or inclination to sin is contracted,

we reply that the corruption of nature necessarily ensues on the privation of

original righteousness. Some have illustrated this by an apt similitude, taken

from the traveller's wandering out of his way, or taking a wrong path, in conse-

quence of the darkness of the night. Here his want of light is the occasion,

though not properly the cause, of his wandering. So, as the consequence of man's

being destitute of original righteousness, or of those habits of supernatural grace

which are implanted in regeneration, his actions, as soon as he is capable oidoing

good or evil, must contain nothing less than a sin of omission, or a defect of and

disinclination to what is good. By tliis means, the soul becomes defiled, or in-

clined to sin. We suppose that it is indisposed to what is good, and that this

d Vid. Pirtet. Tlieol. Chr. lib. v. cap. ?• Absit ut aiiimam creari impuram dicamus, cum nihil

impunim e Dei manibus prodire possit Dum iiifans est in utero matris, cum intime ei conjuiigatur,

objecta in ejus ctrcbrum easdem iinpnssioiies effiiiunt, ac in matris cerebrimi— Hoc patet ex eo

quod contiiipit inulieribus praegnantibus ; cum enim avide inspiciunt aliquid, vel rubro, vel flavo

colore, vel palido tinctum, contigit saepissime ut infantes quos in utero gestant, tali colore tincti

nascantur. Ita intime corpus et aiiim.Tm uiiiri, ut ad motum corporis, certae oriantur in n ente

copitationes. Motus, qui fiunt in cer< bro intantium, idem praestare in illis, ac in matiibus, nempe

eoriim animam recens creatam rebus sensibilibus et carnalibus alligare ; undc vidimus inlantium

animas omnia ad se et ad suum reterre corpus.

e See Du Moulin's Anatomy of Arminianism. cliap. x. § 3, 15, 17.

f See Turret. Instit. Theol.' Eli-nct. Tom. I. Loc. 9. Q. 12. §8. 9. Licet anima sine ulla labe

crectur a Deo. non crcatur tamen cum justitia oiiginali, qualis anima Adiiini, ad iniagincm Dei
;

sed cum ejus carentia in paenam primi piccati. Ut bic distinguendum sit inter animam /juram, im-

puram, I't nnii piiram. Ilia pura dicitur, quae ornata est babitu sanctitatis ; impura, ([uve con-

trarium babitum injiistitix" babtt ; non pura. qux licit nullum habeat babilum bonum. nullum ta-

ni< n liabit iiiuluin, sed creatur simpliciter cum facultatibus nafuralibus; qualis supponitur creari

a Deo post lapsum, quia imapo Dei aniissa semel per peccatum, non potest amplius restitui, nisi

nginerationis beneticio pi-r Spintum Sanctum. Quamvis autem animae creentur a Deo destitute

justitia oritinali -, non propteiea Deus potest ceiiseri autbor peccati, quiaaliud est impuritatem in-

"fundere, aliud puritatem non dare, qua homo se indignum reddidit in Adamo.



414 ORIGINAL SIN.

arises from its being destitute of supernntural grace, which it lost by Adam's fall

We suppose also, that God may deny this grace, without being the author of sin

since he was not obliged to continue that to Adam's posterity which Adam forfeited

and lost for them. What follows is, that the heart of man, by a continuance in sin,

after it is first tinctured with it, grows worse and worse, and becomes more inclined

to it than before. This I cannot better illustrate, than by comparing it to a drop

of poison, injected into the veins of a man, which will by degrees corrupt the whole

mass of blood. As to what concerns the body to which the soul is united, giving

occasion to corrupt habits being contracted, some have compared it to sweet oil

being infected by a musty vessel into which it is put. The soul, created good, and

put into a corrupt body, receives contagion from it ; and this conjunction of the

pure soul with a corrupt body, is a just punishment of Adam's sin. In this man-

ner, a very learned and excellent divine accounts for the matter.^ This simili-

tude, indeed, does not illustrate it in every circumstance, inasmuch as that tincture

which is received from a vessel in a physical way, cannot well correspond with the

corruption of the soul, which is of a moral nature ; yet I M^ould make so much use

of it as to observe, what daily experience suggests, that the constitution or tem-

perament of the body has a very great influence on the soul, and is an occasion of

various inclinations to sin, in which respect it acts in an objective way. When we
suppose that a soul is united to a body which, according to the frame and constitution

of its nature, has a tendency to incline it to sin, and that this soul is deprived of

those supernatural habits which would have protected it against contagion ; what
can follow, but that corruption of nature whereby men are inclined to what is

evil ? The inclination thus formed increases daily, till men acquire the most
rooted habits and dispositions to all that is bad, and they are with corresponding

difficulty reclaimed from it.

The Conveyance of Original Sin hy Natural Generation.

We shall now consider the conveyance of original sin from our first parents

to their posterity by natural generation, or how we are said to be born in sin.

It is not the sin of our immediate parents which is imputed to us ; for they

stand in the relation, not of federal, but of natural heads of their posterity. The
meaning of the Answer in which this doctrine is stated is only this, that original

sin is conveyed to us by our immediate parents with our being, so that as we are

born men, we are born sinners. Now, that we may consider this in consistency

with what was formerly laid down, nothing can be inferred from it but that the

guilt of Adam's first sin is conveyed to us with our being, and that the habitual

inclination that we have to sin, and which we call a propensity of nature, is the

consequence. Hence, what our Saviour says is a great truth, ' That which is

born of the flesh is flesh •,'•> or every one that is born of sinful parents will, as soon
as he is capable of sin, be prone to commit it.

This leads us to consider an objection against what has been laid down in ex-

plaining this doctrine, that it is inconsistent with the sense of several scriptures

which speak of sin as derived from our immediate parents. For understanding
this in general, let it be considered that no sense of any scripture is true which
casts the least reflection on the divine perfections. If we could but prove that our
souls are propagated by our immediate parents, as our bodies are, there M'ould bo
no difiiculty in allowing the sense which the objectors give of several scriptures

whence they attempt to account for the corruption of nature in a difl:'erent way
from what we do ; for, in that case, God would not be the author of that corrup-

tion. But, supposing the soul to bo created by God, we must take some other

method to account for the sense of some scriptures which are brought in opposition

to the explanation we have given of the origin of moral evil.

The first scripture which is generally brought against it is, ' Behold, I was
shapen in inicjuity, and in sin did my mother coiccive me.'' But the meaning of

this is as if it had been said, ' I was conceived and born guilty of sin, with an inability

g See Perkins on the Creed. fa John iii. 6. i Psal. li. 5.
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to do what is good, and in such a state that actual sin would necessarily follow as

soon as 1 was capable of committing it, and would bring with it a propensity to all

manner of sin.' That David had a sense of guilt, as well as of pollution of nature,

is plain from several places of the context, especially from the ninth and fourteenth

verses of the psalm. His words, therefore, are as if lie liad said, ' I was a guilty

creature as soon as I was conceived in the womb, and left of ( Jod, and so sin has

the ascendant over me. I was conceived a sinner by imputation, under the guilt

of Adam's first sin ; and I have added much guilt, ami lately that of blood-guilti-

ness.' Hence, though he is said to have been ' shapen in iniquity,' it does not

necessarily follow that his soul was created with infused habits of sin. Whatevef
the parents are the cause of, with respect to this corruption and pollution, let it be

attributed to them ; but far be it from us to say that God is the cause. Again, it

is said, ' Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one.'*' Now, it is

no strain upon the sense of this text to suppose that, by 'unclean,' Job means
guilty ; and by ' cleanness,' innocency, as opposed to guilt. In most places of the

book of Job, it is so taken, that is, in a forensic sense ; and why not in this ? If

so, it is not at all inconsistent with our explanation of the doctrine. When Job

says, in the fourth verse of the eleventh chapter, ' I am clean in thine eyes,' the

meaning is, ' I am guiltless,' otherwise Zophar's reply to him would not have been

so just, ' God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.' Again, when

he says, ' What is man that he should be clean ? and he that is born of a woman,

that he should be righteous?'^ to be ' righteous,' seems to be exegetical of being
' clean ;' and both, when understood in a forensic sense, agree well with what Job

is often reproved for by his friends, namely, boasting too much of his righteousness,

or cleanness. Thus he says, ' I am clean without transgression ; neither is there

iniquity in me ;'™ that is, ' I am not so guilty as to deserve such a punishment as

he inflicts.' Surely 'cleanness' here is the same with innocence, as opposed to

guilt. Again, when he says, ' If I wash myself with snow water, and make my
hands never so clean, '° he plainly implies, that if he sliould pretend himself guiltless,

yet he could not answer the charge which God would bring against him, neither

could they 'come together in judgment.'" Now, if this be so frequently, if not

always, the sense of ' clean* in other places of this book, why may not we take the

sense of the words, ' Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?' to be, that a

guilty child is born of a guilty parent, and that its being guilty will be accompanied

with uncleanness, so that it will be prone to sin, as soon as it is capable oi commit-

ting it ?

Another scripture which we bring to prove original sin, is Gen. vi. 5, 'Every

imagination of the thoughts of the heart of man is only evil continually.' Now,

why may we not understand it to mean that the imagination of the thoughts are

evil, as soon as there are imaginations or thoughts, though not before ? This re-

spects rather the corruption of nature tlian the origin of it ; and so does the paral-

lel scripture, ' The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth, 'p which nu-ans

that sin increases with the exercise of reason. This passage also, ' The wicked

are estranged from the womb ; they go astray as soon as tliey be born, speaking

lies,'i agrees well enough with what we have said concerning their separation from

God, from the womb, whence arises actual sin ; so that they ' speak lies' as soon as

they are capable of doing so. There is another scripture, usually brought to prove

original sin, which is to be understood in a sense hot much unlike that now men-

tioned, ' Thou wast called a transgressor from the womb.' •" This docs not overthrow

what we have said ; for a person may be a transgressor, as it were, from the womb,

and yet the soul not have a propensity to sin implanted in it by God in its crea-

tion. Again, it is said, ' Adam begat a son in his own likeness,'* that is, a fallen

creature, involved in guilt, and liable to the curse, like himself, and one who

would be like him in actual sin, when capable of it,—born in ' his image,' as hav-

ing lost 'the divine image.' Farther, it is said, ' That wliich is born of the flesh

is flesh.'* We may understand this to mean, that every one who is born of sinful

k Job xiv. 4. 1 Chap. xv. 14. m Chap, xxxiii. 9. n Chap. ix. 30. o Ver. 32.

p Gen. viii. 21. q Psal. Iviii. 3. r Isa. xlviii. 8. » Gen. v. 3. t John iii. 6.
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parents, is a sinner, destitute of the Spirit of God ; and this is a great truth. But
surely our Saviour did not design hereby to signify, that any one is framed by God
with a propensity to sin ; which is all that, in this section, we oppose.

The Connection of Actual Transgression toith Original Sin.

The last thing to be considered is, that all actual transgressions proceed from
original sin. These are like so many streams which flow from this fountain of

corruption. The one discovers to us what we are by nature ; the other, what we
are by practice ; and both afford us matter for repentance and great humiliation,

in the sight of God. But as we shall have occasion under some following Answers,"

to enlarge on that part of this subject which more especially relates to actual trans-

gressions, with their respective aggravations, we pass it over at present ; and shall

conclude this Head with some practical inferences from what has been said, con-

cerning the corruption of our nature, as being the spring of all actual transgressions.

1. We ought to make a due distinction between the first discoveries there are of

this corruption of our nature in our infancy, and that which arises from a course

or progress in sin. The latter has certainly greater aggravations than the former,

and is like a spark of fire blown up into a flame. Accordingly, it is our duty, as

the apostle says, ' to exhort one another daily, while it is called To-day ; lest any
be hardened,' that is, lest this corruption of nature be increased, 'through the

deceitfulness of sin.'^

2. Let us carefully distinguish between our being born innocent, which the

Pelagians afiirm and we deny, and our being born defiled with sin, and so having

a propensity of nature to it as soon as we have a being. Let us more especially

take heed that we do not charge this on God, as though he were the author of it,

as well as of our being, or as if it were infused by him, and not acquired by us.

3. Since this corruption of nature so early discovers itself, and abides in us as

long as we are in this world, let us take heed that we do not use means to increase

it, by giving way to presumptuous sins, or endeavour to excite it or draw it forth,

either in ourselves or others ; for this will occasion abundance of actual trans-

gressions.

THE PUNISHMENT CONSEQUENT ON ORIGINAL SIN.

Question XXVII. What misery did thefall bring upon mankind f

Answer. The fall brought upon mankind the loss of communion with God, his dis^pleasure

and curse, so as we are, by nature, childrt n of wrath, bond-slaves to Satan, and justly liable to all

punishments in this world, and that which is to come.

Having considered that guilt which wo bring with us into the world, and that

corruption of nature which discovers itself as soon as we appear to be intelligent

creatures, or are capable of any disposition to sin, we proceed to speak concerning
the misery and punishment which follow. Now, as original sin is equal in all ; and
as inherent corruption increases in proportion to that degree of obstinacy and
hardness of heart whicli discovers itself in all ages and conditions of life, and is

attended with greater guilt, being more deeply rooted in us, and gaining very great
strength by actual sin ; it is necessary for us to consider the punishment due to

original sin, as such, and how it diffei-s from a greater degree of punishment as due
to increasing guilt. The former is not distinguished from the latter, by many who
treat on this subject ; which gives occasion to some who deny original sin, to re-

present it in a most terrible view, as though tliere were no difference between the
wrath of God to which infants are exposed, and tliat which is inflicted on the most
obdurate sinner. That we may remove prejudices against this doctrine, and set it

u See vol. ii. Quest, cv cli. x Heb. iii. 13.
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in a just light, we shall consider the punishment due to original sin, both as regarda
itself, and as regards its connection with actual transgression.

The Condition of those wJio Lie in Infancy.

Let us consider the punishment due to original sin, as such, namelj, in those
who are charged with no other guilt than that of Adam's first sin. this more
especially respects those who die in their infancy, before they arc capable of mak-
ing any addition to it. Concerning these, I cannot but conclude with Augustiu,
in his defence of original sin against the Pelagians, that the punishment is the
most mild of any, and cannot be reckoned so great that it may be said of them,
• It had been better for them not to have been born.'^

That this may appear, let it be considered, that the punishment due to
actual sin, or the corruption of nature increased thereby, is attended with accusa-
tions of conscience, inasmuch as the guilt which is contracted by it arises from
the opposition of the will to God. The alienation of the affections from him is

often attended with rebellion against a great degree of light, and with many other
aggravations arising from the engagements wliich we are under to the contrary

;

and is persisted in with obstinacy, against all checks of conscience, and means
used to prevent it. Xow, in proportion to the degree of it, they who contract its

guilt are said, as our Saviour speaks of the Scribes and Pharisees, to be liable to

'the greater damnation.'^ The prophet Jeremiah speaks of some of the greatest
opposers of his message, as those who should be destroyed with ' double destruction.'

"

This is certainly a greater degree of punishment than that which is due to original
sin, as such. With respect also to those who are liable to it, there are often many
sad instances of the wrath of God breaking in upon the conscience. He says by the
psalmist, that he would ' reprove them, and set their iniquities in order before their

eyes ;'^ and what our Saviour says concerning the 'worm that dieth not,'"= is to be
applied to them. This punishment, however, does not belong to those who have
no other guilt than that of Adam's sin imputed to them.

If we can make this appear, as I hope we shall be able to do, it may have a ten-

dency to remove some prejudices which many entertain against the doctrine of ori-

ginal sin, who express themselves with an air of insult as if they were opposing a
doctrine which is contrary to the dictates of human nature, as well as represents

God as exercising the greatest severity against tliose who are chargeable with no
otlier sin than this. They generally lay hold of some unwary expressions, contri-

buting very little to the defence of this doctrine, Mhicli miglit as well have been
spared. These expressions are no less exceptionable, that the persons who use

them preface them with an apology for the want of pity which tliey evince, and
say that the milder tlioughts of others on the subject will do those infants who are

tormented in hell no good, as their severer ones can do them no prejudice. We
may, therefore, be allowed to make a farther inquiry into this matter ; especially

when we consider, that those wlio die in infancy will appear at the last day to

have been a very considerable part of mankind. Some tender parents also have
had a due concern of spirit about their future state ; and Mould be very glad, were
it possible for them, to have some hopes concerning their happiness.

Various have been the conjectures of divines about infant salvation. The Pela-

gians, and those Avho verge towards their sclieme, have concluded that they are all

saved ; supposing that they are innocent, and not in the least concerned in Adam's
sin. This, however, is to set aside the doctrine we are maintaining ; and I can-

not think their reasoning very conclusive. Others, who do not deny original sin,

suppose, notwithstanding, that the guilt of it is atoned for by the blood of Christ.

This would be a very agreeable notion, could it be proved ; and all that I shall

say in answer to it is, that it wants confirmation. As for those who suppose, with

y See Aug. contra Juliaiiiiin, lib. v. rap. 8. Ego non dico, parvulos sine baptismo Christi mori>

entes tanta paena esse plectendos; ut eis non nasci potius expediret. Et ejusd. de pecrat. merit, et

rt-niiss. lili. i. cap. 16. Potest proiiide recte dici, parvulos sine baptismo de corpora exeuntes, in

daiiinatione omnium mitissima tuturos.

z Matt, xxiii. 14. a Jcr. xvii. 18. b Psal. I. '21. c Maik ix. 44.

I. 3 G
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tlie Papists, that the guilt of original sin is washed away by baptism, as some of

the Fathers also have asserted, their opinion has so many absurd consequences, that

I need not spend time in opposing it. One of them is, that it makes that which,

at most, is but a sign or ordinance for our faith, in the use of which we hope for

the grace of regeneration, to be the natural means of conferring that grace. But
this is contrary to the design of all the ordinances which God has appointed.

Others have concluded that all the infants of believing parents, dying in infancy,

are saved ; supposing that they are interested in the covenant of grace, in which
Grod promises that he will be a God to believers and their seed. This would be a
very comfortable thought to those who have hope concerning their own state. I

cannot find, however, that the argument in support of it is sufficiently maintained

;

for it seems very evident, that all such promises respect rather the external than

the saving blessings of the covenant of grace. Others, therefore, who are good and
pious Christians, and who have been enabled by an act of faith in which they have
enjoyed some sensible experience of the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit, to

give up their infant-seed to Christ, whether in baptism or not, have concluded from
the fyamc of their own spirit, and the evidence they have had of the power of God
exciting their act of iaith, that God will own that grace which he had enabled them
to exercise, and that he has accepted of their solemn act of dedication of their in-

fants to him. This mode of reasoning has given them comfortable and quieting

thoughts about the salvation of their infant-seed, and it is not only excellent in

itself, but seems to be as just a way of reasoning about the salvation of those who
die in infancy, as any that is generally made use of. Perhaps from some such
method as this, David inferred the salvation of his child, when he said, ' I shall

go to him ; but he shall not return to me.''* But as these are uncommon instances

of faith, and such as every sincere Christian has not always been found in the exercise

of, I would hope that tliere are multitudes of infants saved, concerning whom we
have no certain ground to determin? who they are. Why, too, may not we suppose
that there are many of them, belongmg to the election of grace, who are not the
seed of beheving parents ? Yet, notwithstanding all the pious and kind thoughts
which the conjectures of men suggest, we must be content to leave this, as a secret
that belongs to God, and not unto us to know.

All that I shall attempt, at present, is to prove, that if all who die in their in-

fancy are not saved, their condemnation is not like that which is due to actual
sin, or to those habits of it which are contracted by men. Here it must be allowed,
pursuant to our former reasoning, that if they are not saved, they have the pun-
ishment of loss inflicted on them ; for the right to the heavenly blessedness which
Adam forfeited and lost, respected not only himself but all his posterity. Whether
they have any farther degree of punishment inflicted on them, or how far they are
liable to the punishment of sense, I dare not pretend to determine. I am not
willing to conclude, witli some of the Remonstrants, such as Episcopius, Curcellteus,
and others, that they always remain in an infantile state, or that they have no
more ideas in the other world than they had in this ; for this is to suppose what
cannot be proved. Besides, if they always remain in this state, their doing so
must be supposed cither to be the consequence of nature, and must be argued from
their want of ideas while they were in this world ; or it must be by a particular
dispensation of providence respecting some infants in the next world, and not all.

To suppose tlie former, is to suppose that none are saved, since remaining in an
infantile state is not salvation ; for it is beyond dispute, that the soul which is

saved, whether it went out of the world an infant or a man, is exceedingly enlarged,
and rendered receptive of the heavenly blessedness. If, on the other hand, they
suppose, that their remaining in an infantile state, is by a particular dispensation
of providence, this, were it true, would be a small punishment, indeed, inflicted on
them for Adam's sin. But we have as little or less ground to conclude this, than
that all infants are saved. I cannot, therefore, adopt this notion. Indeed, it dif-
fers little from that of the Papists, who suppose them, if dying unbaptized, to re-
main in a state of insensibility ; which is no other than an ungrounded conjecture

d 2 Sam. xii. 23.
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The account, also, •whicli wo liavu, in some of their writings, concerning the place
allotted for infants, which they call ' Liinhus Infantiuni,' and suppose to be situ-

ated between heaven and hell, is no better than a theological romance, and cannot
but be reckoned trilling and ludicrous, and nothing else but an imposing of their

own fancies as an article of faith.

I dare not, indeed, allow myself to be too peremptory, or give mj thoughts too

great a loose, on tliis subject. But while it is taken for granted by all who believe the
doctrine of original sin, that infants, if not saved, are hable to the punishment of loss,

which has been already considered as the immediate consequence of the imputation

of Adam's sin ; it doth not appear to me that they have such a tormenting sense of

the greatness of their loss, as others have who were adult, and had received the

knowledge of divine things of which infants are not capable. The latter, as is

more than probable, carry the ideas which they had received of divine things out

of the world with them which infants cannot be said to do. Hence, if ever infants

have the knowledge of divine things, and consequently of the glory of the heavenly

state, it must be by extraordinary revelation. How far they may be led into this

matter, by observing the glorious work which shall be performed, in the most
visible manner, in the day of judgment, I pretend not to determine. This, indeed,

will give them some apprehensions of the happiness which others are possessed of,

and they are excluded from. But even this cannot have a tendency to enhance

their misery to so great a degree as that of hardened and presumptuous sinners,

who have despised and neglected the means of grace. The latter, as our Saviour

says to the Jews, shall ' see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God,

while they themselves are thrust out;'* that is, their seeing the heavenly glory

will, in a judicial way, be a means to enhance their misery. They will necessarily

have such a tormenting sense of their having neglected that glory, as will make
their loss appear greater, and so render them more miserable than infants can be,

who never had the means of grace in this world.

But as it is not safe to be too peremptory on this subject, all that I shall farther

observe is, that whatever conceptions infants may have of the happiness which they

are not possessed of, they shall not have that part of the punishment of sin which

consists in self-reflection on the dishonour that they have brought to God, or the va-

rious aggravations of sin committed, which is a very great degree of the punisliment

of sin in hell. The wrath of God breaking in on the consciences of men, whereby,

in a judicial way, actual sins which were committed, and means of grace which were

neglected, are brought to remembrance, and occasion the greatest distress and

misery,—this certainly is a punishment to which infants cannot be liable. Again,

if the condition of the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon is represented by our Saviour

as more tolerable than that of Capernaum ; so, in proportion, the condemnation of in-

fants, who have no other guilt than that of original sin, will be more tolerable than

that of the heathen, inasmuch as they had no natural capacities of doing good or

evil. This is all that I pretend to determine ; and the amount of it is, that, as

punishment must be proportioned to crime, and as they are liable only to the guilt

of Adam's sin, which is much less than being liable to it together with those other

transgressions which proceed from it, their punishment must be less than that of

any others. This, I think, may safely be asserted ; and, if wx' proceed no farther

in our inquiries about the matter, but confess our ignorance of many things relat-

ing to the state and capacity of separate souls, we shall be more excusable tlian if

we pretended to a greater degree of knowledge than is consistent with our present

state. [See Note 3 F, page 422.]

Punishment due to Original Sin in Actual Transgressors.

We shall now consider the punishment due to original sin, when attended with

many actual sins, proceeding from a nature defiled and prone to rebel against

God. This is greater or less, in proportion to the habits of sin contracted ; as will

be more particularly considered, when we speak of the aggravations of siu, and its

e Luke xiii. 28.
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desert of punishment/ AVe shall, at present, speak on the subject in the order in

which it is laid down in this Answer.

1. Bv the fall of our first parents all mankind lost comipunion with God. This

was enjoyed at first ; for God having made man with faculties capable of this pri-

vileo-e, designed to converse with him. Indeed, this was one of the blessings pro-

mised in the covenant which he was under ; and it was a kind of prelibation of

the heavenly state. It follows, therefore, that the fall of our first parents could

not but expose first themselves, and then their posterity, to the loss of this privilege.

Indeed, this was the more immediate result of sin committed, and of guilt thereby

contracted. It is a reflection on the divine perfections, to suppose that God will

have communion with sinners, while they remain in a state of rebellion against

him ; or that he will love and manifest himself to them, and admit them into his

presence as friends and favourites, unless there be a Mediator, who engages to re-

pair the injury offered to the holiness and justice of God, and secure the glory of

his perfections, in making reconciliation for sin, and thereby bringing them into a

state of friendship with God. But this privilege man had no right to, or knowledge

of, when he fell ; and consequently, God and man could not 'walk together,' as

' not being agreed. '& God was obliged, in honour, to withdraw from him, and there-

by testify his displeasure against sin ; as he tells his people, ' Your iniquities have

separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you.'^

This consequence of sin is judicial. At the same time, through the corruption of

nature, as the result of that enmity against God which follows on our fallen state,

man is farther considered as not desiring to converse with God. His guilt inclined

him to flee from him, as a sin-revenging Judge ; and his loss of God's supernatural

image, consisting in holiness of heart and life, rendered him disinclined, yea, averse

to this privilege. As he was separate from the presence of God, he desired to

have nothing more to do with him ; and this is the immediate result of his sinful

and fallen state.

2. Man, by his fall, was exposed to the divine displeasure, or to the wrath of

God. Accordingly, the apostle says, 'We are by nature children of wrath.'' Here
we are not to understand, as some do who deny the guilt and punishment of ori-

ginal sin, that nothing is intended but that we are inclined to wrath, or that we
have those depraved and corrupt passions whereby we are prone to hate God and
holiness, which is his image in man ; for this is rather the consequence of original

sin, and discovers what we are by practice, whereas the text speaks of what we are
' by nature.' It seems also a very great strain and force on the sense of the words,

to understand the phrase, ' we are the children of wrath,' as meaning that we are

-jhildren of wrath only by custom, which, according to the proverbial expression,

is a second nature ; or as signifying only the temper of men's minds, or their be-

haviour towards one another, in giving way to their passions, ' living in malice and
envy, hateful, and hating one another.'*' According to the latter view, it would de-

note only the effects of the corruption of nature, not liability to the wrath of God due
to it. Now it is plain that the apostle makes use of an Hebraism, very frequently oc-

curring in scripture, both in the Old and in the New Testament. As a person guilty

of a capital crime, and liable to sufler death, is called ' a son of death ;' or as our
Saviour calls Judas, who was liable to perdition, 'a son of perdition ;'^ so here 'chil-

dren of wrath ' are those who are liable to the wrath of God, or that punishment
which is the demerit of sin. Not tliat wrath is a passion in God as it is in us

;

but it signifies cither his will to punish, or—designing to glorify his holiness—his ac-

tual inflicting of punishment on the guilty, in proportion to the crimes committed.
Now, as all mankind come into the world with the guilt of the sin of our first

parents, in which respect guilt denotes a liability to punishment, and all punish-

ment contains some degree of wrath ; I say, if this be the meaning of their being
guilty or liable to punishment by nature, I am far from denying it. The only
thing which I have opposed is the supposition, that the punishment due to original

Bin imputed bears an equal proportion to that of guilt contracted, whereby the

f See vol. ii. Quest, cli. clii. g Amosiii. 3. h Isa. lix. 2.

i Eph. ii. 3. k Tit. iii. 3. 1 John xvii. 12.
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nature of man is rendered more depraved by a continuance in sin. I cannot, t' cre-

fore, but acquiesce in the explanation of tliis matter given by tbe learned Beza,
who is a most strenuous defender of the doctrine of original sin,'" wlio, when he speaks

of men as 'children of wrath, by nature,' all mankind being included, understands
the phrase as referring, not to the human nature as created by God. but to that

nature as corrupted by its compliance with the suggestions of Satan. We suppose,

therefore, that as the corruption of nature is daily increased, wliatever punishment
is due to it at first, there is, notwitlistanding, a greater condemnation to which it

is exposed, as the consequence of sin committed and continued in. This is de-

scribed, in scripture, in such a way as renders it, beyond expression, dreadful.
• Who knowetli the power of thine anger ? even according to thy fear, so is thy

wrath.'" 'Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide, in the fierce-

ness of his anger ?'''

3. Man, as fallen, is exposed to the curse of God. This is an external declara-

tion of his hatred of sin, and of his will to punish it ; and is sometimes called the

condemning sentence of the law. ' As many,' says the apostle, 'as are of the

works of the law, are under the curse ; for it is written. Cursed is every one that

continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.'P

Whatever threatenings there are, by which God discovers his infinite hatred of sin,

these we are all liable to, as the consequence of our fallen state. Accordingly, as

we were at first separate from God, the sin of our nature tends, according to its

various aggravations, to make the breach the wider, and our condemnation much
greater.

4. By the fall we became bond-slaves to Satan. Thus it is said, that the

devil hath ' the power of death. 'i Sinners are described as 'walking according to

the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of

disobedience.''' He is elsewhere described as a strong man armed, who keeps

the palace, till a stronger than he shall overcome him, and take from him all his

armour.* The heart of man is the throne in which he reigns, and men are na-

turally inclined to yield themselves slaves to him, and corrupt nature gives him

the greatest advantage against us. None of us can say, as our Saviour did, ' The

prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me ;'* for we are as ready to comply

as he is to tempt, especially if not prevented by the grace of God, and therefore

may well be said to be bond-slaves to him. No age or condition of life is ex-

empted from his assaults. He suits his temptations to our natural tempers, and

hereby we are overcome, and more and more enslaved by him. Now certainly

this must be a state of misery ; more especially because those who are subject to

it are enemies to Christ, and withdraw themselves from his service, despismg his

protection, and the rewards he has promised to his faithful servants. Our Sa-

viour says, that 'we cannot serve two masters;'" and so long as we continue bond-

slaves to Satan, we contract greater guilt, and the dominion of sin increases.

Hence, to be the servants ot Satan, is to be the servants of sin. In this, too, are

sinners miserable, that they serve one who intends nothing but their ruin, and is

pleased in all the steps leading to it, and will be as ready to accuse, torment, and

make them more miserable in the end, as he is to solicit or desire their service, or

as they can be to obey him. Let us, therefore, use our utmost endeavours, that

we may be free from this bondage and servitude. Accordingly let us consider,

that Satan has no right to our service. Though he be permitted to rule over the

children of disobedience, yet he has no divine grant or warrant for our service to

render it lawful for him to demand it, or for us to yield it. He is no other than an

usurper, and declared enemy to the King of heaven ; and though sinners are suf-

fered to give themselves up to him, this is far from being by divine approbation.

Hence, let us professedly renounce, groan under, and endeavour, through the grace

of God, to withdraw ourselves from his service, whenever we are led captive by

m Vid. Bez. in loc. llhiciinqiie ira est, ibi et peccatum; quo sine exceptione involvi totam hu-

inaiiam gentem idem testatur, Uom. i. >8. Sed naturam tainin iiitellige iion quatenus creata est,

venim quatenus per diaboli suggestioncm corrupta est a seipsa.

n Psal. xc. 11. t> Nah. i. 6. p GhI. iii. 10. q Heb. ii. 14.

r Eph. ii. 2. s Luke xi. 21, 22. t John xiv. 30. u ilatt. vi. 24.
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liim ; and not be his willing slaves, to obey liim with our free consent, or oat of

choice, and with pleasure. In order to this, let us enlist ourselves into Christ's

service, put ourselves under his protection, and desire his help, against the wiles

and fiery darts of the devil. Let us improve the proclamation of liberty made in

the gospel, and rejoice in it, as the most desirable blessing :
' If the Son make you

free, then shall ye be free indeed.'^

The last thing observed in this Answer, is, that as fallen creatures, we are justly

liable to all punishments in this world, and in that which is to come. By these

we are to understand, the consequences, not only of original sin imputed to us, but

of sin inherent in us, and increased by that guilt which we daily contract, and

which exposes the sinner to punishment in both worlds, in proportion to its

aggravations. This subject we are led to discuss under the two following Answers.

X John viii. 36.

[Note 3 F. Infant -Salvation Dr. Ridgeley's statements on the subject of infant-salvation are

exceedingly conjectnral and altogether unsatisfactory. So far as appears from his reasonings, all

dying in infancy may be lost, or all may be saved. He elicits no data for the assured hope of the

salvation of even one; and. while admitting or rather teaching that some are saved, he affords no

criteria for discriminating between them and others, or for ascertaining what class they belong to,

what characteristics they possess, in what circumstances they are found, or to what comparative

numbers they amount. Now, though not much is said in scripture respecting infants as such, there

areclcHih revealed several great principles which distinctly apply to their coriditioii and hopes.

The Bible, while chiefly a revelation to man as the subject of moral government, and consequently

occupied with prelection and app al to the adult mind, is, at the same time, a revelation of the na-

ture, objects, and results of the dispensation of sovereign mercy established over the w hole of our

race. Some light, therefore, if not in the form of direct or argumentative statement, at least in the

form of great general principles, may be expected to beam from it on the condition of persons dying

in inlaiicy. To this light, and not to idle conjecture, or the still idler deductions of philosophizing

or scholastic theology, ought to be all our appeal.

I cannot, within the compass of a short note, do more than sketch an outline of thought on the

subject of infant-salvation. My statements must be so succinct, and so unenforced by illustration,

as to make a particular demand upon a reader's attention, and upon his subsequent careful reflec-

tion. That he may not unnecessarily be startled by any of them, he is requested to observe that

they all proceed on the assumption of the doctrines of original sin, sovereign grace, particular elec-

tion, and Adamic and mediatorial representation.

A prefatory idea of some importance is, that whatever reason is assigned for the salvation of any

dying in infancy, virtually infers the salvation of all. Infants, it must be remembered, have ' not

sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression;' they sustain more a relative than a positive

relation to the state of things under which man is placed ; they are free from actual or personal sin,

and are guilty and destitute of righteousness only by their connexion with Adam. They, in other

words, possess not a personal but an aggregate character: they are distinguishable, in a moral point

of view, not as individuals, but as a class. Hence, whatever consideration applies to the condition

of one, applies to the condition of all. They are justly condemned in Adam, and, as subjects of

original sin, may be dealt with by the divine equity. But they are fiee from the personal trans-

gressions which form the ground of the proceedings of the divine equity toward adults. If, there-

fori , the representative work and righteousness of the Redeemer take effect on any of them, the

principle on which they do so is such as to iiuolve their taking effect on all. When divine sover-

eignty reigns to the salvation of some adults, and the passing by of others, a reason is found for

the difference in positive rejection ol the gospel, in willul blindness and idolatry, or in voluntary

selt-convicteri commission of sin. But such a basis as this of the exercise of i.ivine equity, super-

induced on the manifestation ot the divine grace, does not apply to the case of inlants. The sins

which free grace leigns to do away in adults are personal ami individually characteristic, and are as

varied in aggravations, number, and circuinstdiitial properties as the persons in whom they are

found; but the sin which free grace reigns to do away in any who die in infancy is, as to all its

characteristics and as to even its vei \ identity, the same in all the individuals of their class. Ad-
mit, then, any principle which involves the salvation of some dying in infancy, and you admit a

principle whiih infers the salvation ot all. Dr. Ridgeh y appears to have had some remote view of

Ibis reasoning before his mind, and to have felt peiplexed or stultified by its force. For, how else

can we account lor the extraordinary hy|)Otbesis which he commends—the onlv one, too, which is

advanced in the course of his statements—to account for the salvation of some who die in infancy,

—the hypothesis that parents have grace to make a special dedication of their offspring to the

Lord, and that the Most High regards this grace of dedication as a reason for their offspring's sal-

vation ? Dr. Uidgeley clearly does not mean that the pari ntal act is the ground of the infant's be-

ing saved : he no douiit ascribes the infant's salvation solels to the sovereign mercy of God reign-

ing through the sacrificial righteousness of the Iledeemer. But then he feels, that he has admitted a
principle which infers the salvation of all who die in infancy,—a principle which applies, not to in-

divniuals, but to a class ; and he, therefore, endeavours to find, in tiie de<licatory act of parents, a cir-

cumstance which will indi\idualize the applicaiiun of the principle, or limit ii to a characteristic num-
ber. But all scripture, all propriety of thinking, appears to exclaim against his limiting hypothesis.
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The amount ofit is. that, in virtue o''aii act of dedication, any oiiliniirv parents mav become the moral
and legal representatives of their offspring; thai, by meHns ot such 'an art, they'have the power of
swaying or determining their chiidri-n's eternal destiny; anil, the p.rlormii.g of the act being
purely voluntary, that it is quite in their own choice to assume or not the supposed representa-
tive character, and to entail upon their off>pring its lesults. Who does not see that every part of
the hypothesis is worse thiin unwarrantable.—that it involves doctrines at war with the elementary
truths ot the gospel,—that, in pHrticular, it contradicts the great pervading principle of divine dis-
pensations toward man as to moral and legal representation—such representation as affects man's
eternal well-being—being found only in the tirst Adam who was ol the earth, earthv, and in the
second Adam who is the Loid from heaven? Placing aside this hypothesis, tlien, Dr. Uwlgeley,
in assigning a reason for the salvation ot some who die in infanc\, assigns a reason which infers the
salvation of all. Let the arguments of any oth. r writer who teaches partial infant-salvation be
examined ; and, so far as they are sound, so far as they rest on any admitted principle ol the scheme
ot mercy, they will be seen to lead to the same result.

Some light is thrown on the subject of infant-salvation by the character of the nudiatorial dispen-
sation. Sovereign favour, tree mercy, saving love, is the basis on which the dispensation rests. Its
object is to destroy sin, to destroy death, to destroy him that hath the power of death, and, in
general, to counterwork the effects of the fall, and to bring peace on earth, good-will to man, and
glory to God in the highest. But it does not force its boons on men ; it does not compel their ac-
ceptance ol its [irovisions; it (oes not operate upon them by a physical necessity, or irrespi ctuely
ot suitable moral means: on the contrary, it appeals to thiir understandings; it deals with them
as reas.oniiig and personally re.«ponsible beings; it places the acceptance or refusal of salvation
with themselves; it attaches the oliligation ol duty to the acceptance ot it, and a special guilt and
penalty to its rejection ; and it thus assumes the iharacttr. employs the machinery, and works out
the results of a moral adniinistratiun. But who does not see that it does all this only as respects
adults, or those of mankind who have the laculty ot active understanding? All who die in intaiicy

come short ot the time and the ciicuinstances in which its character and results as a moral admin-
istration are developed. Its machinery of moral means has no btaring upon them; and its entail-

ment of obligation to believe an<l of penalty against unbelief dots not apply to their condition. AVhat
follows, then, hut that, as lar as the) are concerned, ii maintains simply its fundamental charac-
ter of a dis-ptnsation ot sovereign meicy, ot tree favour, of saving love, ot a divinely wise and effec-

tive scheme lor neutralizing the effects of man's lall, and raising soul and body to immortal hon.
our and glorv ?

Closily allied to this thought is another,—that the test of the gospel to the future condition of
adults, has no applicability to the case of infants. ' He that believeth on the Son of God, hath
life; and he that believeth not on the Son of God, hath not life,' are words which belong to the
gospel-economy as a moral administiation. Positive laith or positive unbelief decides the condition
of every one who, having a capacity to understand, is under an obligation to believe. But infants,

in the present lite, can have neither positive faith, nor positive unbelief. No man can say regard-

ing an\ one d\ ing in infancy that it rejected any part of divine truth,— that it was, in any actual sense,

an unbeliever. In its connexion with Adam, it was lost and dtad. But Chiist came ' to seek and
to save that which was lost;' he ' destroyed death, and him that had the power of death.' To
such a people as the Jews who lived under his own public ministry, he sa_NS, ' How often would
I have gathered you, but _\ e would not.' To even the brutalized and savage heathen, he sajs,

'When they knew Go«l, they gloiitied him not as God, neither were thankful; and as many us

sinned w ithout law, shall also perish w ithout law, the w oi k of the law being w ritten on their hearts,

their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing
orie another.' But what shall he say to those who die in infancy ? The test of condition, the rea-

son for giving over to punishment, the rule of gixiiig or withholding the blessings ot redemption,

which apfiliesto hearers of the gospel, to heathens, to the participants of present or of traditionary

revelation, to rational adults of any class, does not apply to them. What inference, then, is to

be drawn but that those who die in infancy are among the lost whom Christ came to save, the dead
whom he came to make alive?

Anoiher principle which throws light on infant-salvation, is the rule of decision at the final

judgment. I nitd not quote texts to show that this rule is actual personal character, e\in<ed or

exhibit! d in toin.uct. To persons acquainted with scripture, not a few texts will occur which
identify the process of final judgment with a process of deciding accoiding to men's works,—accord-

ing to tinir deeds done in the liody. Wluuver the rule of ju( gment is spokiii of, it is stated to

be [)OSitive chaiactei', the result ot wiltul sinning in the wickto, ami ihe asult ol reno\atin^, ac-

tive grace in the redeemed. >iow, eitlur this rule is utterly inaj pin able to such as die in ininncy,

or it can become applicable to them onl\ m coinexion with the econoni) ol salvation. '1 hey

neither ha\e nor are capable ol haviiig positive iliaiacter as the lesult ot willul or personal sinning;

and if they can ha\e positive i haructer at all, it must he as the result ot renovating intliunceoii

their soul, and the implantation within thtniof the principles ot active holiness. I <io nut say that

ihev enjoy renovating ii.tlueiKe before they dii— I do not say that thiy leeeive it in the act of

transition" from the piesmt liti— 1 (o not pieleiKi tt) conjtduie eiihi r when or how it is imparted

to them ; I state onl) thai il, in an) sense, tin \ shi.ll, as subjects of the final judgnu lit, possess the

elements ot positive personal charaitei, it must neiessarily be, not in the way ot having committed

actual sin, but in the wa_\ of having bien subiects of ihe implantation of prineiplis ot holiness liy

the renovating influence of heavinly grace. My arguii enl. however, itquins. not that they should

be, in soire sense, regauud as having peisonal ehaiacter, but sinipl) that they shoulti be \iewtu as

necessarily destitute ol ihe chaiacur which results from actual sinning,— that character which will

be the rule ot jui ginent for cundi n nation. No one will say, iio one can imagine, that, in any

sense, they Lave thai character. What iuUows, then, but that they will not be coiidenined,

—
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that, free from personal sin--, tliey have been made free also from original sin through the blood of

the everlastiiifj povenaiit,—and that they shall class with those whose ' names were written in the

Lamb's book of life from the foundation of the world.'

A fourth great principle which throws light on the subject of infant-salvation, is the doctrine of

the resurrection. That the dead shall be raised as a result of Christ's mediatorial work, needs no

proof. As by Adam came death, so by Christ came the resurrection of the dead. The Adamic
constitution, when viewing man as a fallen being, brings his body to the dust, and leaves it there.

Onlv as a consequence of the work of the Mediator, can any of the dead be raised again to life.

The resurrection, therefore, is, in itself, a blessing, a counterpart of the temporal death included

in the original curse, and an immediate fruit of what was in all respects redemptional and restora-

tive. To the wicked, indeed, it will be transmuted into an evil. Their p«^culiHr sin under the

moral administration of the economy of mercy, their personal iniquity superinduced on their original

sinfulness, their guilt in rejecting the direct or traditionary light of revelation, will entail upon

them, in the form of suffering in a resuscitated body, a punishmerit additional to that which flows

from the breach of the Adamic constitution. Very different, however, will be the case of all who
die in infancy. They have no personal transgression, no guilt against divine revelation, no in-

iquity superinduced on original sin, which can entail on them a superadded penalty. The resur-

rection will come to them, not as a boon of mercy which they have perverted by personal guilt

into a means of peculiar punishment; but it will come to them in its proper, untransmuted charac-

ter, as a blessing, a saving good, a direct result of Christ's redemptiolial work. What foliows, then,

but that they are interested in Christ as Mediator, that they have a part in the bimetits of his

atonement, that, being made assured partakers of one of the results of his saving work, they are

made partakers of the whole?
A fifth great principle \\hich throws light on the subject of infant-salvation, is the differential

character of Jewish and of Gentile children under the Mosa'C dispensation. Jewish children were.

Gentile children were not, admissible to the ordinances of the covenant. Multitudes of the Jews
inferred from this fact that all their own children were saved, and that all those of the Gentiles

perished. But Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, shows that the reason of evil as regards any

infants of the human family is a leason which applies equally to all,—that without distinction of

Jew and Gentile, death reigned from Adam to Moses over all who had not sinned after the simili-

tude of Adam's transgression,—and that, in consequt-nce, all infants, be they who they may, aie alike

affected by the results of the breach of the Adamic constitution. The reason, then, of the admis-

sibility of all Jewish children to the ordinances of the typical economy, and of the exclusion from

them of all the children of the Gentiles, must be found in the covenant-character of that economy,
—in its being an administration, or an exhiftition by figurative ordinances, of the covenant of sal-

vation. Abraham himself ' received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness of the

faith which be had yet being uncircumcised.' Before he could be circumcised, he required to

be actively a believer. Before, too, any Gentile could be circumcised, he required to be person-

ally or actively a proselyte to the Jewish faith. Before any adult, be he who he might, could

be circumcised, he required to assume for himself the responsil)ility of concurrence in the ob-

ligations and doctiines of the Mosaic dispensation. But infants—all infants who were under

the econon)y—infants simply as such, were circumcistd. Their eligibility consisted solely in

their being born under the covenant of typical ordinances,—that covenant or economy which sym-
boliz'il and exhibited the covenant of salvation. What, then, was their participation in the sym-

bolical rite, but a pledge or exhibition of the participation of infants as such—or of all who die

in infancy, and do not contract personal iniquit}—in 'the righteousness of the faith' of the well-

ordered and everlasting covenant?
Another great princi|iK' which throws light on the subject of infant-salvation, is the parallelism

between the representation of Adam and the representation of Christ, in all particulars except 'the

one' and 'the many offences,' and 'the recei\ing'or the rejecting of 'the abundance of grace.*

Paul, in the fifth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, professedly exhibits this parallelism. He
announces that the representations are the same in character, the same in adaptation,—that ' Adam
was the figure of him that was to come,'—that * as sin hath reigned unto death, even so grace

reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.' In all particulars, except two, he describes them in

strictly pHrailel or antithetic phraseology, Adam's representation, he sa_\ s, is by one offence unto

condemnation ; but Christ's representation is over many offences—for the removal not only of ori-

ginal sin, l)ut of actual transgressions—unto justification of life. Adam's representation results

onlv in placing man under the divine economy as relative sinners, and leaves them, at their personal

res[)onsibility, to work out 'many offences' for themselves; but Christ's representation results in

their ' receiving abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness,' or of their ' receiving power

to become the sons of God.' and in their being sustained and directed in a course of holiness, till

they 'reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.' These two points constitute the excelling power, or the

abounding of grace by Christ ; and they are stated by the apostle as the points of difference between

Christ's representation and that of Adam. In all other respects, he treats the two representations

as parallel i and does so, with the case of infants, or of ' those who have not sinned after the s inili.

tuile of Adam's transgression,' directly in his view. Now, while the two points of difference are

exactly such as occasion a separation between the believing and the unbelieving, the subjects of

giace and the rejecters of mercy, the saved uml the lost, among adults; they are of a character

which is in no respect applicable to infants. Neither the many offences, nor the receiving or refus-

ing of the grace of aitive faith, is atfirmable of any one who has not the capacity of active moral

agency and active understanding. What follows, then, from the parallelism of the two representa-

tions in all other pai ticulars, but that all who die in infancy as surely receive life and salvation in

COiiiH'Xiun with Cinist, as they undergo suffering and teiiipornl death in connexion with Adam?
A chief great principle which throws light on the doctrine of infant-salvation, is the illustrative
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hariTiOiiy of that doctrine with the pciieral scheme of saving truth. * They hroiight young children

to Jesus,' says the evangelist, 'that he should touch them; and his disciples rebuked those that
brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was much (ii»(di ased, anil saiil unto them, Suffer little

children to come unto me, and torliiil them not ; tor of such is the kingiiom of God. Verily 1 say

unto you, Wliosoever shall not receive the kingdoui of God as a little ehihl, he sliall not enter
therein. And he took thmi up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them,' Mark x.

13— 16; Luke xviii. 13— 17; Matt. xix. 13— 15. These words might be quoted as a direct asser-

tion of the doctrine of infant-salvation. The gloss which tome commentators put upon them that
of such as resemble little children in disposition is the kingdoui of heaven—hardlv requires refuta-

tion. Our Lord is assigning a reason uhy infants themselves should be brought to him; and he
surely cannot be construed to ineaii vliat the risemblance of his people to them in -dis|>osition is

such a reason. Can we really understniid him to say, 'Suffer a child to come to me, because a be-
lieving adult who resembles a child in temper is an heir of heaven?' If so, the reason would apply
also to sheep and lambs; his people being as truly compared to them as to children, and compared
to both on the same princijile. He speaks, then, of inlants in their own persons; he aflirms that
' of such is the kingdom of heaven,'—intimating, as would appear, that the society of the redeemed
is, to a large and even distinguishing amount, composed of them; anil he adds, 'Whosoever shall

not receive the kingdom of heaven as a little child, he shnll not enter therein.' lidant-salvation,

as to its basis and mode, is the very exemplar ol salvation in general. Those dying in infancy are

saved by grace, wholly by grace, altogether in virtue of the representative work and substitui:on-

ary righteousness of the second Adam, the Lord from heaven. They are, in every vie«-, monu-
ments of sovereign mercy; simply as sinners, condemned and void of righteousness, they are ob-

jects of redeeming favour; not by works of righteousness which they have done, but accoiiiing to

God's inercv, they are saved; and, as ransomed from the power of the grave, as redeeiued from

every part of the curse, as imbued with a new, a spiiitnal, an everlasting life, they are iiltogether

to the praise of the glory of God's grace, who accepts them in the Beloved. They are saved from

every part of the curse entailed upon them by Adam, except that temporal portion which, with a

wise and beneficent design, C^hrist allows to remain, that he may transmute it into a means of trans-

lating them to heaven, and investing them wiih bodies spiritual, immortal, incorruptible, and fash-

ioned like unto his own glorious body. But as sin reigns to the infliction on them of temporal

death, 'even so grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord,' Now
just as thev are saved, so must adults. Our salvation must be wholly of grace, directly from God's

mercy, altogether a result of Christ's representative and redemptionul work, leaving us to 'groan

in this tabernacle, bting burdened, earnestly desning to be clothed upon with our house which is

from heaven.' ' Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of heaven as a little child, he shall not

enter therein.'

I might ailduce other arguments; but I choose rather to let those which I have stated give an

imp tus of inquiry to the mind of any doubtful reader, and to leave him to Hnd corroborations of

them in texts, such as Matt, xviii. I— 14, which may occur in the ordinary course of his reading

or reflection. I have viitually anticipated reply to objections. That the number ol the saved is

small, is an idea which occurs only in connexion with the aiiministrative character of the gospel-

ecoiiomv, and, in consequence, so far as it is true, applies only to adults. 'I'hat salvation is sov-

ereign, and is bestowed according to God's eternal purpose, or the good pleasure of his own will,

is not contradicted, but exhibited, illustrated, and enforced, in the fact of the salvation of all dung
in iiilancy. They are all, as we have seen, of one class; they all, in the same sense and in the same

circumstances, lie under the effects of strictly one act ; and they are all saved by sovereign mercy,

by free favour, to the praise of the glory of God's grace.

—

Ed.]

THE PUNISHMENTS OF SIN.

re-

QUESTICN XXVIII. What are the punishments o/sin in this world?

Answer. The punishments of sin in this world, are either inward, as blindness of mind, a ._

probate sense, strong delusions, hardness of heart, horror of conscience, and vile affections; or out-

ward as the curse ot God upon the creatures for our sakes, and all other evils that befall us in our

homes, names, estates, relations, and employments, together with death itself.

Question XXIX. What art the jtvnishvituts of sin in the world to come f

Answer. The punishinents of sin in the world to come, are everlasting separation from the com-

fortable presenct^ of God, and most grievous torments in soul and body, without intermission, in

hell-fire for ever.

The Punishments of Sin in the Present Life.

In the former of these Answers, we have an account of those punishments to which

sin exposes men in thi.'^ work!. These are distinguished as either inward or out-

ward, personal or relativi". Tliosg which are stvlcd outward, respect more especially

our condition in the world, as we are liable to man v adverse dispensations of pro-

I. 3 H
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^idence ; and are generally reckoned bj sinners tliegi-eatest, as they are the most sensi-

ble, subjecting them to the many evils and miseries, which befall them in their bodies,

names, estates, relations, and employments, and as they end. in death, the most

formidable of all evils. In reality, however, the punishments of sin which are

styled inward, such as blindness of men, hardness of heart, &c., how little soever

they are regarded by those who fall under them, by reason of that stupidity which

is the natural consequence of them, are by far the greatest, and most dreaded by

all who truly fear God, and see things in a just light, being duly affected with that

which would render them most miserable in the end.

I. We shall consider, first, the punishments which are called inward. These re-

spect either the understandmg, will, conscience, or affections.

1. We are said to be exposed to blindness of mind. This the apostle describes,

in a most moving way, when he speaks of the Gentiles, as ' walking in the vanity

of their mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of

God, through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart. '^

Ignorance and error are defects of the understanding, in consequence of which it

is not able to find out, or desirous to inquire after, the way of truth and peace.

Accordingly the apostle says, ' The way of peace have they not known. '^ By rea-

son of this, we are naturally inclined to deny those doctrines which are of the

greatest importance, namely, such as more immediately concern the glory of God,

and our own salvation. This ignorance is cex'tainly most dangerous, and cannot

be exempted from the charge of sin ; much more, when we are judicially left to it,

as a punishment for other sins committed by us.

2. Another punishment of sin, mentioned in this Answer,- is, strong delusion.

This is the consequence of the former. That it is a punishment of sin, is inferred

from the apostle's words, ' For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that

they should believe a lie.'* The meaning is, that God suffers those who receive

not the love of the truth, but take pleasure in unrighteousness, to be deluded, by
denying them that spiritual and saving illumination, which would effectually

prevent their delusion. Now, that we may consider what the apostle means by
* strong delusion,' we may observe, that every error or mistake in lesser matters

of religion, is not intended ; for then few or none would be exempted from this

judgment. But it includes a person's entertaining the most abominable absurdi

tics in matters of religion, which are contrary to the divine perfections, and the

whole tenor of scripture, and subversive of those truths which are of the greatest

importance ; or pretension to revelations, or a turning away from the truth, by
giving credit to the amusements of signs and lying wonders. Antichrist is said to

come witli such signs and lying wonders, ' after the working of Satan ;' and the con-

sequence is, that his followers ' believe a lie,' which they suppose to be confirmed

by them.

Errors, in matters of religion, are sometimes invincible and unavoidable, for

want of objective light or scripture-revelation ; as in heathens, Mahommedans,
and others, who, through the disadvantages and prejudices of education, are

estranged from the truth. But even the ignorance of these, in some respects, may
be said to be judicial ; for though they do not sin against gospel-light, yet they

are guilty of other sins, which justly provoke God to leave them in this state of

darkness and ignorance. But the punishment of sin, when God gives men up to

this judgment, is more visible in those who have had advantages of education above
others, and have liad early instructions in the doctrines of the gospel, and who by
degrees have turned aside from them, and denied them, and so ' forsaken the guide

of their youth.''' These sometimes call those sentiments about religious matters

which once they received, imj)licit faith, and please themselves with their new
schemes of doctrine, looking, as they say, with pity, or, I might rather say, dis-

dain, on others who are not disentangled from their fetters, or have not shaken off

the prejudices of education, or arrived at so free and generous a way of thinking as

these pretend to have done. But how niucli soever they may glory in it> it is a sad
instance of God's giving them uj), in a judicial way, to the vanity and delusion of

. . V Epli. iv. 17, 18. z lloni. iii. 1?. a 2 ThcBs. ii. 11. b Prov. ii. 17.
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their minds. Accordingly they believe that to be a truth which others can prove to

be a lie, and which they themselves once thought so. Now, that this is a punislnncut

of sin, appears from the fact that the gospel, which once they professed to believe,

had not its due effect or tendency to subdue their lusts and corruptions. They
rebelled against the light, and were under the power of presumptuous sins. Their

understanding and talents of reasoning have been enlarged ; and, at tlie same
time, the pride and vanity of their minds have not been subdued and mortified,

by the grace of God. Hence, they have been given up first to question, then to

deny, and afterwards to oppose, and, in the most profane and invidious manner,
to ridicule those sacred and important truths which they once received. This is a
sad instance of the punishment of sin ; and I would make some use of it, in a few

practical inferences.

We ought not to be content with a mere speculative knowledge of divine truths,

but should endeavour to improve them, to promote practical godliness, as they have

a tendency to do in all those who, as the apostle says, ' have so learned Christ,'

that they have been ' taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus. '*= Nor ought we to

content ourselves with an implicit faith, or to believe the doctrines of the gospel,

merely because they have been received by wise and good men in former or later

ages ; but should be able to render a reason of the faith and hope that is in us, as

built upon clear scripture-evidence. On the other hand, we must take heed that

we do not despise the many testimonies which God's people have given to tlie truth,

or forsake the footsteps of the flock ; as though God had left his servants to delu-

sions or groundless doctrines, and as though there were no light in tlie world or

the church, till those who have studiously endeavoured to overthrow the faith de-

livered to and maintained by the saints, brought in that which they, with vain

boasting, call new light. Further, let us strive against the pride ot our under-

standing, which oftentimes tempts us to disbelieve any doctrine which we cannot

fully account for by our shallow methods of reasoning ; as though we were the only

men who knew any thing, and as though, as Job says, ' Wisdom must die with us.'**

Again, if we are in doubt concerning any important truth, let us apply ourselves,

by faith and prayer, to Christ, the great Prophet of his church, who lias promised

his Spirit 'to lead' his people 'into all' necessary 'truth,' to estabhsh them in it,

and to keep them from being turned aside from it 'by every wind of doctrine,'

through the management and sophistry of those who 'lie in wait to deceive.' We
ought also to bless God for, and to make a right use of, the labours of others, who

have not only been led into the knowledge of the gospel themselves, but have taken

mucli pains, and that with good success, to establisli the faith of others therein.

Finally, if we have attained to a settled knowledge of the truth, more especially

if we have been blessed with a spiritual and practical discerning of it, let us bless

God for it, and endeavour to improve it to the best purposes. Our doing this will

be a preservative against the sore judgment of being given up to the blmdness of

our minds, or strong delusions, and thereby to forsake our first faith.

3. Another punishment of sin is hardness of heart, and a reprobate sense. This

more especially respects the will ; and is inflicted when men are given up to the

pervorseuess and obstinacy of their natures, so that they are fixedly resolved to

continue in sin, wliatever be the consequence, and cannot bear reproof for it, and

refuse to be reclaimed from it, whatever methods are used for recovering them.

Thus, though the prophet describes a people as having had forewarnings by sore

judgments, and as being at the time under sad rebukes of providence ; yet God

savs concerning them, ' They will not hearken unto me ; lor all the house of

Israel arc impudent and hard-hearted.' « The apostle also speaks of some who

'have their consciences seared with a hot iron;'' and of others as 'sinning wil-

fully, '= tliat is, resolutely, being headstrong, and determined to persist in their

iniquity, like the man described in Job, 'who stretcheth out his hand against God,

and strengthenetli himself against the Almighty ; he runneth upon him, even upon

his neck, upon the thick bosses of his bucklers."''' In this manner, corrupt nature

c E|.h. iv. 21. tl Jot) xii. 2. e EzeU. iii. 7. f 1 Tim. iv. 2.

K Ilfb. X. 2(3. h Jul> XV. -Jj.
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expresses its enmity and opposition to God ; and when sinners are suffered to go on

in this way, it may well be reckoned a punishment of sin, or an instance of God's

judicial hand against them for it. This hardness of heart is sometimes compared

to ' a stone,'' or ' a rock,'*' or 'an adamant,' which is hardly broken with an ham-

mer,^ or ' an iron sinew.' Sometimes, also, their ' brow' is said to be ' as brass ;'°*

and at other times they are compared to ' a swift dromedary, traversing her ways
;'

to 'the wild ass, used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure ;'"

to 'the bullock, unaccustomed to the yoke ;'° or to ' the deaf adder that stoppeth

her ears, that will not hearken to the voice of the charmers, charming never so

wisely.' P This stupidity of the heart of man is so great, that it inclines him to go

on in a course of rebellion against God, and at the same time to conclude all

things to be well. This is the most dangerous symptom, and a visible instance of

God's judicial hand, as a punishment of sin in this life.

There are several instances, in which this hardness of heart discovers itself.

One instance is when men are not afraid of God's judgments threatened, and do

not regard the warnings given of them beforehand ; or when they refuse to humble
themselves under them, as God says to Pharaoh, ' How long wilt thou refuse to

humble thyself before me ?'i Another instance is, when they stifle and do not re-

gard those convictions of conscience which they sometimes have ; or when, though

they know that what they do is sinful and displeasing to God, they break through

all the restraints which should have prevented their committing it. ' Who know-
ing the judgment of God,' says the apostle, ' that they who commit such things are

worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.'"^

Again, men may be said to be hardened in sin, when they do not mourn for it or

repent of it, after they have committed it ; but, on the other hand, endeavour to

conceal, extenuate, and plead for it, rather than forsake it.

Here we may inquire what those sins are which more especially lead to this

judgment of hardness of heart. One is a neglect of ordinances, such as the word
preached, as though we counted it an indifferent matter whether we wait at wis-

dom's gate or not, or whether we make a visible profession of subjection to Chi'ist,

and desire of communion with him ; and particularly when we live in the constant

neglect of secret prayer. Accordingly the hardened sinner is thus described, ' Yea,

thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.'*—Another sin leading to

it, is a person's dehghting in or associating himself with such companions as are

empty and vain, express an enmity to the power of godliness, and frequently make
things sacred the subject of their wit and ridicule ; choosing such for his bosom-
friends, who cannot bear to converse about divine things, but rather depreciate or

cast contempt on them. Such an one is called, 'a companion of fools,' and is con-

trasted to those that 'walk with wise men, who shall be wise.'* There is no
method which will have a more direct tendency to harden the heart, or root out

any of the remains of serious religion, than this.—A third sin tending to hardness

of heart, is a shunning of faithful reproof, or concluding those to be our enemies
who, because they administer to us faithful reproof, are our best friends. He who
cannot bear to be told of his crimes by others, will in a little while cease to be a
reprover to himself, and in consequence will be exposed to the judgment of hard-

ness of heart.—A fourth sin leading to this judgment, is our venturing on occa-

sions of sin, or committing it presumptuously, without considering its heinous ag-

gravations, or the danger which will follow. These things will certainly bring on

us a very great degree of hardness of heart.

But as there are some who are afraid of falling under this judgment, and are

ready to complain that the hardness which they find in their own hearts is of a

judicial nature, we shall inquire what the difi'erence is between that hardness of

heart which believers often complain of, and the judicial hardness which is con-

sidered in this Answer as a punishment of sin. Tliere is nothing that a believer

more complains of, than the hardness and impenitency of his heart, its lukewarm-
ness and stupidity under the ordinances ; and there is nothing that he more de-

i Ezek. xxxvi. 26. k Jer. xxiii. 29. 1 Zech. vii. 12. m Isa. xlviii. 4.

n Jer. ii. 23, 24. o Jer. xxxi. 18. p Psiil. Iviii. 4, 5. q Exod. x. 3.

r Rom. i. 32. s Job xv. 4. t Prov. xiii. 20.



THE PUNISHMENTS OF SIN. 429

sires, than to have this redressed. lie is sometimes, also, not witliout a degree of
fear, lest he should be given up to judicial hardness. Now, to prevent discour-
agements of this nature, let it be considered, that judicial hardness is very seldom
perceived, and never lamented. A broken and a contrite heart is the thing which
the judicially hardened least desire. But it is otlierwise with behevers. As it is
said of Ilezekiah, that ' he was humbled for the pride of his heart ;'" so all
thcj who have the truth of grace, and none but such, are exceedingly grieved for
tlie hardness of their heart. This is an evidence that it is not judicial, how much
soever it be, in common with every sin, the result of tlie corruption of nature, and
the imperfection of the present state.—Again, judicial hardness is perpetual. Or,
if ever there be any remorse or relenting, or the soul is distressed by reason of its

guilt or the prevalency of sin, it is only at such times when he is under some out-
ward afflictions, or filled with a dread of the wrath of God ; and, as this wears off,

or abates, his stupidity returns as much, or more, than ever. Thus it was with
Pharaoh. When he was affrighted with the mighty thundering and hail with
which he was plagued, ' He sent for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have
sinned; the Lord is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.'^ But, when the
plague was removed, it is said, that ' he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart.'
It is otherwise, however, witli a believer. Sometimes, when no adverse dispensa-
tions, with respect to his outward circumstances in the world, trouble him, he is

full of complaints, and greatly afflicted, that his heart is no more affected in holy
duties, or inflamed with love to Cod, or zeal for his glory, or that he cannot de-
light in him as he would, or obtain a complete victory over indwelling sin, which
is his constant burthen. And whenever he has a degree of tenderness or broken-
uess of heart, under a sense of sin, it is not merely fear of the wrath of God as a
sin-revenging Judge, or of the dreadful consequences of sin committed, which
occasions it, but a due sense of that ingratitude and disingenuity, which there is in

every act of rebellion against him who has laid him under such inexpressible ob-
ligations to obedience.—Further, judicial hardness is attended with a total neglect
of all holy duties, more especially those which are secret. But that hardness of
heart which a believer complains of, though it occasion his going on very uncom-
fortably in duty, yet rather incites him to it, than drives him from it.—More-
over, when a person is judicially hardened, lie makes use of indirect and unwar-
rantable methods to maintain that false peace which lie thinks himself happy in the
enjoyment of. That which lie betakes himself to, deserves no better a character
than a refuge of lies ; and the peace he rejoices in, deserves no better a name than
stupidity. But a believer, when complaining of the hardness of his heart, cannot
take up with any thing short of Christ and his righteousness. It is his presence
which gives him peace ; and he always desires that faith may accompany his repent-
ance, that so, whenever he mourns lor sin, the comfortable sense of his interest in

him may afford him a solid and lasting peace. This is vastly different from that
stupidity and hardness of heart which is a punishment of sin.

There is another expression in this Answer, 'a reprobate sense,' or, as the apos-
tle calls it, 'a reprobate mind.'y which denotes little more than a greater degree of
judicial hardness. This God is said to have given those up to, 'who did not like

to retain him in their knowledge.' The meaning is, that persons, by a course of

sin, render their hearts so hard, their wills so obstinate and depraved, as well as

their understandings so dark and defiled, that they hardly retain those notices of
good and evil which are enstamped on the nature of man, and which, at times,

have a tendency to check and restrain from sin. These become entirely lost, and
are exthiguished by the prevalency of corrupt nature, and a continued course of

presumptuous sins ; and, as the result of this, they extenuate and excuse the great-

est abominations. Thus Ephraim is represented as saying, ' In all my labours, they
shall find none iniquity in me that were sin;'^ whereas God says, in a following

verse, that ' they provoked him to anger most bitterly.' " Persons who are given
up to a reprobate mind eventually entertain favourable thoughts of the vilest ac-

u 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. x Exod. ix. 27- y Rom. i. 28. z Hos. xii. 8. a Ver. 14.
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tions. ' They call evil good, and good evil ; they put darkness for light, and light

for darkness ; they put bitter for sweet, and sweet lor bitter.'^

4. The next spiritual judgment, mentioned in this Answer, as a punishment of sin,

is a person's being given up to 'vile affections.' This God is said to have done to

those whom the apostle describes, as ' giving themselves over to the committing of

those sins' which are contrary to nature,*' such as all men abhor who do not aban-

don themselves to the most notorious crimes. This is a contractifig of that guilt

which is repugnant to those natural ideas of virtue and vice which even an unre-

generated man, who has not arrived to this degree of impiety, cannot but abhor.

These are such as are not to be named among Christians, or thought of without

the utmost regret, and an afHictive sense of the degeneracy of hum.an nature.

5. The last thing mentioned in this Answer, in which the inward punishment of

sin, in this life, consists, is, ' horror of conscience.' Under the foregoing instances

of spiritual judgments, conscience seemed to be asleep ; but now it is awakened,

and that by the immediate hand of God ; and this is attended with a dread of his

wrath. Horror and despair are the result. ' The arrows of the Almighty are with

in him, the poison whereof drinketh up his spirit ; the terrors of God do set them
selves in array against him.'*^ * Terrors take hold on him as waters ; a tempest

stealeth him away in the night. The east wind carrieth him away, and he depart-

eth, and, as a storm, hurleth him out of his place. For God shall cast upon him,

and not spare ; he would fain flee out of his hand.' ^

This differs from those doubts and fears which are common to believers ; inas-

much as it is attended with despair, and a dreadful view of God, as a God 'to whom
vengeance belongeth,' and is attended, as the apostle says, 'with a certain fearful

looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.''

Before experiencing it, the sinner took a great deal of pains to stifle convictions of

conscience ; and now he would fain do it, but cannot. This is a sad instance of the

wrath of God pouring forth gall and wormwood, according to the prophet's words,

'Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backsliding shall reprove thee.'^

But, now that we are speaking concerning horror of conscience, we must take

heed lest we give occasion to doubting believers, who are under great distress of

soul, through a sense of sin, to apply what has been said, to themselves, for their

farther discouragement, and to conclude that this is a judicial act of God, and a
certain evidence that they have not the truth of grace. There is a difference in

three respects, between that horror of conscience which we have been describing,

and that distress of soul to which believers are often liable. The unregenerated,

under horror of conscience, flee from God as from an enemy, and desire only to be

delivered from his wrath, and not from sin, the occasion of it. The believer, on the

contrary, desires nothing so much as that his iniquity, which is the occasion of it,

may be subdued and forgiven, and that he may have that communion with God,
which he is destitute of. In order to this he constantly desires to draw nigh to him
in ordinances, and, if he cannot enjoy him, he mourns after him. Thus the psal-

mist complaincth, as one in the utmost degree of distress, ' Thy wrath lieth hard

upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. ''^ Yet he says, 'Unto

thee have I cried, Lord, and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee.''

Again, the one reproaches God, and entertains unworthy thoughts of him, as

though he were severe, cruel, and unjust to liim; while the other, with an humble
and penitent frame of spirit, complains only of himself, acknowledges that there is

no unrighteousness with God, and lays all the blame on his own iniquity. Further,

horror of conscience, when it is judicial, seldom continues any longer than while

a person is under some outward afflictive dispensation of providence. Under this

his sin is increased ; and the removal of it leaves him as stupid as he was before.

But it is otherwise with a believer. The removal of God's afflicting hand, as to

outward troubles, will not aff"ord him any remedy against his fears, unless sin be
mortified, and God is pleased to lift up the light of his countenance upon him, and
give him joy and peace in believing.

b Isa. V. 20. c Rom. i. 26. d Job vi. 4. e Chap, xxvii. 20—22.
f Heb. X. 27. g Jer. ii. 19. li Tsal. Ixxxviii. 7. i Ver. 13.
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IL Having considered the inward punishments of sin. in this life, wo are now to
say something t-onrorning those whirl., in this Answer, are styled outward. Of
these some are the nnmediate consequen.-e of the first entrance of sin into the world
and others are nicreased by the frequent rommission of sin. The fonner include
the curse of God upon the creature for our sakes. and our liability to death ; tho
lat ex respect the various other evils that befall us. of which sonie are personal,and others relative Many evils are said to befall us in our bodies, names estates
relations, and employments. '

1. The curse of God was denounced against the creatures, immediately after
inan s apostacy from him. This is. in part, contained in the threatenin.r • (jursed
be the ground for thy sake

; thorns and thistles shall it bring fortli to' thee • in
the sweat of tliy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return to tiie .n-ound '^

It is
very elegantly described by the apostle, who speaks of ' the creature' as •

<;ubiect
to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in
hope

;
and of ' the wliole creation groaning and travailing in pain together until

now.' The general scope and design of this passage seems to be, that "he creature
retains the visible marks of the curse of God, which followed upon man's sin. I
rather think this to be the sense of it, than to suppose, as some do, tliat ' the crea-
ture' spoken of is the Gentile world, and ' the vanity' which it was subject to
that idolatry to which they were universally addicted. That interpretation does not
seem to agree with what the apostle says, when he supposes that their subjection to this
vanity was ' not willingly

;

' nor can it well be caUed ' the bondage of corruption. ' If
on the other hand, we understand it to mean that the part of the creation which was
more immediately designed for the use of man, was abused, and so made subject to that
vanity which is the consequence of his fall, this agrees very well with its being ' not
willingly.' For the apostle is speaking here of creatures not endowed with under-
standingandwill, yet abusedby those that are; and therefore theirsubjection to men's
vanity IS not so much from themselves, as from man's sin. He then speaks of the liabil-
ity of all these things to corruption, as the world is decaying, and growin.^ towards a
dissolution. [See Note 3 G, page 434.] How far this curse of God on tlie crea-
ture extended itself, whether only to this lower world, or to the heavenly bodies
themselves, such as the sun, moon, and stars. I pretend not to determine. I de-
sire not to extend my conjectures beyond the line of scripture, whicli speaks of
'the earth,' as 'cursed for man's sake ;' and how far the other parts of nature are
liable to corruption, or inclined towards a dissolution, it is hard to say. All that I
shall add on this subject, is, that when the curse on the creature is called a punish-
ment consequent on man's sin, it more especially respects man. who is the only
subject of punishment in this world. Inanimate creatures are tlie matter in which
he IS punished

; but he alone is the subject of punishment. But there are evils
which befall us. in which we are more immediately concerned ; and these are either
personal or relative. Accordingly,

2. We are liable to bodily diseases, which are a continual weakness, or a decay
of nature

;
and afterwards to death, which is the dissolution of the bodily frame.

All the pains and disorders of nature whereby our healtli is impaired, and our pas-
sage tlirough this world rendered uneasy, are the consequence of our sinful and
fallen state, and, in that respect, are sometimes styled a punishment of sin. ^Thus,
when our Saviour healed the man who was sick of the palsy, he intimates by the
mode of expression used that his sickness was the consequence of sin :

• Thy sins
are forgiven thee.''" The psalmist also speaks of God's 'pardoning the iniquities
of his people, and healing all their diseases,'" at the same time. In this respect,
diseases are styled, in a more large sense, a punishment of sin. But. wlien they
have a mixture of the wrath of God in them, and are not rendered subservient to
our good, or included among those di.<!pensations which are called fatherly chastise-
ments, as is the case in those who are in an unjustified state, they are, 'in a more
proper sense, punishments of sin. Tlius the diseases which God brought on the
Egyptians are reckonei^ among the plagues of Egypt, and so were a visible instance
of the vindictive justice of God. The same thing may bo said of death, which is

k Gen. iii. 17—19. 1 Rom. viii. 20l_22. ra Matt. ix. 2. n Psal. ciii. 3.
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the dissolution of the frame of nature. It is a consequence of sin, in all ; and, in

the most proper sense, it is a punishment of sin in those who are liable, not only to

the stroke, but to the sting of death, and thereby are brought under the power of

the second death.

3. There are many evils which befall us in our names, when we meet with reproaches

and injurious treatment, as to what concerns our character in the world, from those

who act as though their tongues were their own, and they were not accountable to

God for those slanders and revilings which they load us with. We are in this case

very ready to complain of the injustice done us, by their endeavouring to deprive

us of that which is equally valuable with our lives. But we ought to consider that

sin is the cause of all this ; and God's suffering them thus to treat us, and thereby

to hinder our usefulness in the world, must be reckoned a punishment of sin.

4. There are other evils which befall us in our secular concerns, that is, in

our estates and employments in the world, which are entirely at the disposal of

providence. These evils render us rich or poor, or they succeed or blast our lawful

undertakings. God may send them to us out of his mere sovereignty, without

giving an account of his matters to any one. Yet, when we meet with nothing but

disappointments or want of success in business ; when whatever diligence or industry

we use, appears to be to no purpose ; when adverse providences, like a torrent, sweep

away all that we have in the world ; and when poverty comes upon us like an armed
man, our condition is to be reckoned no other than a punishment of sin.

5. There are other evils to which we are exposed in our relations. By these we
understand the wickedness of those who are nearly related to us, or the steps they

take to ruin themselves, and cast a blemish on the whole family to which they

belong. The bonds of nature and of natural affection render these very afflictive.

When, in particular, they who are related to us attempt anything against us to our

prejudice, their doing so is a circumstance which sharpens the edge of the affliction.

And, as it is a sin in them contrary to the dictates of nature ; so sometimes we may
reckon it a punishment to which we are liable, as the consequence of our sin in

general. But, if we have occasion to reflect on our former conversation, as not

having filled up evei'y relation with those respective duties to which it engages us ;

if we have been undutiful to our parents, or unfaithful servants to our masters, or

broken the bonds of civil society, by betraying or deserting our friends, and setting

aside all those obligations which they have laid us under ; our conduct often exposes

us to afflictive evils of a similar nature, whereby the affliction we meet with in

others appears to be a punishment of our own sin.

Having thus considered the punishment of sin in this life, we may make a few
remarks for practical improvement. Whatever evils we are exposed to in this

world, we ought to be very earnest with God that he would not give us up to

spiritual judgments. The punishments of sin which are outward may be alleviated

and sweetened with a sense of God's love, and made subservient to our spiritual

and eternal advantage. But blindness of mind, hardness of heart, and those other

evils which tend to vitiate and defile the soul, which have in them the formal nature
of punishment, are to be dreaded like hell. And, as we ai-e to be importunate with
God to prevent them, so we ought to watch against those sins that lead to them.
Let us, therefore, take heed of being insensible or stupid under any afilictive evils,

as neglecting to hear the voice of God who speaks by them, or refusing to receive
instruction by correction.—Again, let us not be too much dejected or sink under
those outward aflHictive providences to which we are liable. For though they are
the consequence of sin, yet, if we have ground to conclude by faith that our sins

are forgiven, they are not to be reckoned the stroke of justice, demanding satisfac-

tion, and resolving never to remove its liaud from us till we are consumed by it.

Believers often experience what the prophet prays for, that God ' in wrath remem-
bers mercy.'"—Further, let us take heed that we do not ascribe afflictive providences
to chance, or content ourselves with a mere reflection on them as the common lot

of man in this world, who is ' born to trouble, as the sparks fly upwards ;' for this

we may do, and not be Ijumblcd for that sin which, as they are to be reckoned a

o Ilab. iii. •2.



THE PUNISHMENTS OF SIN. 433

punishment for it, thej are designed to bring to remembrance. FinaLy .ot usnot murmur or quarre with God. as though he dealt hardly with us in sen liu^
afflictive evils

;
but rather let us bless him, how heavy soever they annear Jo be

merc3 Thus God says concerning the evils which he had brought upon Israel,that 'in measure he would debate witli them, who stayeth liis rough wind in theday of his east wind
;
and by this shall the iniquity of Jacob be puiyed 'p By this

"Tn th^end'T f ""^'^U 7 ""^
''T

^"^ ""''^'^'^ deserve, 'but' brings go'od tous in the end. If the guilt of sin is taken away, we have ground to conclude that

^^"Se 'h- ;?
^"^ "^""^^ "" '-' - '« '- P--^ '^"/"i^ to'

The Punishment of Sin in the Future State.

We are now to consider the punishment of sin in the world to come. Thoughthe wrath of God be revealed, in many instances, in a very terrible manner a? apunishment of sm in this life, yet there is a punishment unspeakably greater ^vhich
sinners are liable to in the world to come. That this may appear, let us consider
the tollowing propositions.

1. That the soul exists after its separation from the body by death, which is
evident, from the immateriality thereof, and its being of a different nature fromthe body. This was known and proved by the light of nature ; so that the veryheathen who had no other light than that to guide them, discover some knowledge

11 1 n .ifi"''^''
P^^'"" ^'^"^ scripture

;
as when it is said, ' Fear not themwhich kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him which

IS able to destroy both soul and body in hell.'i

2. The soul thus existing, though separate from its bodv, must be supposed to
retain those powers and capacities it had, while united to it," which are proper to it
as a spirit, and particularly as the subject of moral government ; and those powersand capacities may also be supposed to be in it in a greater degree, when dislod-ed
from the body, which is a great hinderance to it in its actings, as every one sen-
sibly experiences. •'

3 It follows, that the soul cannot but be happy, or miserable, in another world •

for there is no middle state between these two. This is farther evident from whatwas observed in the last proposition, concerning the continuance and increase of
its powers and faculties, whereby it is rendered more capable of happiness or of
misery than it is now.

*^^

4. If it goes out of this world under the weight and guilt of sin upon it, it must
retain that guilt, because there is no sacrifice for sin, extending itself to that
world

;
no mediator, no gospel, or means of grace ; no promises of, or way to ob-

tain, lorgiveness. •'

5. Hence, wicked men, whose sins are not forgiven in this world, are the subiects
01 punishment in the other. **

6. This punishment cannot be castigatory, or paternal, or consistent with the
special love of God, or for their advantage, as the punishments of the sins of be-
lievers are in this world, since it is always expressed as the stroke of vindictive
justice, demanding satisfaction for sins committed.

7. Some are happy in a future state, namely, those who are justified; for 'whom
he justified, them he also glorified. '" But tliis is not the privilege of all. They
who are not justified, or whose sins are not pardoned, are the subjects of the pun-
ishment of sin ill the world to come. This is a very awful subject, and should be
duly improved, to awaken our fears, and put us upon using those means which
God has ordained to escape it. But I shall not, in this place, enlarge upon it,

since it is particularly insisted on under another Answer.^ I shall at present ob-
serve only, that, as sin is olyectively infinite, as being against an infinite God, it
deserves eternal punishment. All the punishments intiicted on sinners, in this
world, are not proportioned to it ; and, consequently, there are vials of wrath, re-

p Isa. xxvii. 8, 9. q Matt. x. 28, r Rom. viii. 30. s See Quest. Ixxxix
3i
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served in store, to be poured on those who wilfully and obstinately persist in their

rebellion against God, and the punishment will be agreeable to the nature of the

crime. Hence, as sin is a separation of the heart and affections from God, and in-

cludes a disinclination to converse with him, as well as unmeetness for it, the pun-

ishment thereof will consist in a separation from his comfortable presence ; and that

is to be separated from the fountain of blessedness, which must render the soul

beyond expression miserable. This is generally called a punishment of loss. But
there is, besides, a punishment of sense, expressed by those grievous torments

which are to be endured in soul and body. The soul, in a moral sense, may be

said to be capable of pain, as it has an afflictive sensation of those miseries which

it endures ; and the body is so in a natural sense, which, as it has been a partner

with the soul in sinning, must likewise be so in suffering. This farther appears,

from the fact that the body endures several pains and evils, as punishments of sin

in this life, which shall be continued and increased in another. This is usually

expressed by that punishment which is most terrible, namely, of fire ; and the place

in which it is inflicted, is hell, and the duration of it is to eternity. But of these

things more shall be said elsewhere.*

s See Quest. Ixxxix.

[Note 3 G. The Creation Subject to Vanity.—Numerous conflicting opinions are entertained as to

the meaning of Rom. viii. 19— '23. In only one thing do they seem agreed,—that the word KTiris,

which is rendered 'creature' and ' creation,' being uniform in the original, ought to have been uni-

formly trHiis!ate(]. This 'creature 'or 'creation' is contended to be the inanimate mass of our

world,—the lower animals,—the svhole frame of nature,—the Gentile world,—the Jewish lace,

—

the good angels,—the spirits of fallen angels and men. Against all these opinions, there is an ob-

jection which appears to me insuperable: they are utterly inconsistent w'ith both the preceding and

the subsequent context. Except by an efTort of fancy, or a flourish of rhetoric, they admit the view

of no consecutive or intelligible point of transition, either to the passage from what goes before, or

from it to what follows. Interpret them as we may, they reduce the entire statement respecting

'the creature' or 'creation,' not simply to a remarkable digression, but apparently to an aimless

arul unaccountable episode. Otlier oiijections occur against the opinions in detail, and particularly

against that which is adapted l)y Dr. llidgeley. lnstea<l, however, of stating these, I shall give a

brief outline of reasons for understamling the passage to speak of the mortal condition, the longings,

the hopes, and the eventual glorification o( the people of God.

A preliminary remark of some importance is, that the words ' create' and creation' are used,

in the New Testament, quite as freely in the moral as in the physical sense. They occur tive

times in reference to physical creation in the abstract, six times in reference to the inuiiimate crea-

tion, six times in reference to intelligent creatures, and five times in reference to redeemed ai»d

regenerated men. Thus, as lar as regards New Testament usiige, the authority for interpreting

the terms in these several applications is very nearly equal. Internal eyidence and the scope

of a context must alone, in any instance, determine in which of the senses they are to be un-

derstood. The passages in which tliey are applied to regenerated men are as unequivocal, as char-

acteristic, as lully in the current st)le of inspire*! writing, as those in which they are applied

either to all rational creatures or to the physical world. ' We are his workmanship, created in

Christ Jesus unto f;ood works.' ' Put on the new man, which after God is created in righte-

ousness and true holiness.' 'Ye have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after

the image of him tliat created him.' ' In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything nor
uticircumcisioM, but a new creature,' xaivrt xria-if. ' If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,'

xaivn KTirif, Eph. ii. 10. iv. 24; Col. iii. 10; Gal. vi. 15; 2 Cor. v. 17. These texts apply the

name *T/o-/f just as directly arul distinctively to a regenerate*] believer on earth, as other texts

ajipiy it to any intelligent creature or to any humati being. Hence, if the collective appellation

wa<rK. « xTifis is, as two passages in the New Testament (Mark xvi. 13; Col. i. 23.) show it to

be, properly expressive of the aggregate body of human l)eings, it must also be properly expres-

sive ot the aggregate body of regenerated men on earth. Now, in which of these senses, or in

\\hi(h of any others, must it be uiuierstood in Rom. viii. 22? Internal evidence, it would seem, is

not sufficiently strong, or at least is not suHiciently discerned, to lead almost any two commenta-
tors to the same determination. What remains, then, but that the sense must be decided wholly

by the context? Even apart from the various and the iqually authenticated senses of the word
xririi, and apart also from the absence, real or supposed, ol a decisive internal guide in the passage

ill (juestion, the rule of exposition is, on all hands, admitted to be of paramount and conclusive au-

thority, that whichever of two or more senses of a scripture accords best with its context is the

most sound. To ascertain, therefore, what ' the creation ' is w hich is ' subject to vanity,' and which
' waits for the adoption, the redemption of the body,' we need only to notice the connexion in which
the statements respecting it are introduced.

From the commencement of the sixth chapter of the epistle to the Romans, on to what imme-
diately precedes the passage in question, the apostle discusses the results of justification. He
speaks, without even one slight digression, solely of the condition and character of regenerated
men on earth. He shows what blessings they enjoy, what moral evils they conflict with, what
principles actuate them, what hopes they possess ; and he finishes his extended view of the mora]
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n-sults of their justification, by sajing, ' Thcrfforo, brethren, we (ire debtors, not to the flesh, to
live after the flesh. For it* ye' live alter the fle.-h, ye shall di.- : hut if \e throiiiih the Spiiic (io
mortify the <lee(is ot the body, ye shall live. For as many as are b d hy tlie S|iiiit of God, tln\ are
the sons ot God. For \e have not received the spirit o( bondaiie Hgain to (e.ir ; hut )e have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Sjiirit nsx.lt beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, thm heirs; h. irs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ : if so be that we suffer with him, ttiat we iiuiy be also j;loriliid together,'
Roin. viii. 12— 17. He here, in the conclusion of his summary vie>\, glunces at the fact of God's
justified people being subj( ct, while on earth, to phvsiciil suffer. ng. Though, as justifieii persons,
they are full v delivered from the condemning power ol sin, and are ' heirs ol God and joint-beirs with
Christ;' ut they are not, in the present life, freed in aiu degiee lioni the e\iis ut mortaiitv and
physical affliction. Novv how comes it, some might ask, that, the penalty of sin being reinoveil,
and the sinner himself accepted as righteous in the sight of God, he should still remain subject to
the exterior or physical part of the original curse ? The apostle |)rocee<is as if some such rjuistion
as this had been proposed; he, at all events, glances at the fact that God's justified people con-
tinue subject to physical suffering, and goes on to explain how it comports wiili their justified con-
ditioii, with the great principles of their redemption from all evil, with, on the one hand, their de-
liverance from comlemiiatioii, and, on the other, their hopes and safety as the iippointed and pur-
chased subjects of assured, complete, and everlasting well-being. ' For,' sajs he, ' I reckon that
the sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be compared wiih the glor> whi(h shall he re-
vealed ill us,' chap. V lii. 18. lie thus intimates that, as the sufferings of believers are a ' suffering
with Christ,'— a suffering in a state of union with him, and under the administration of his media-
torial government over the redeemed ; so tiiey have connexion with 'a lar more exceeding eternal
\\ eight of nlory' in another world,—a connexion with it so intimate, so preparative, so morallv in-

strumental, that, being assuridly sufferers with Ciirist, thev sha.l also lie as^ure(ilv "filorifii'd to-
getiier' with him. 'J'heii, to explain what this connexion is between present physical suffering and
future glory, he proceeils to say: * For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the nian-
festatiDii ol the suns of God; (or the creation was made subject to \aiiity. not \tilliii^l\, but iiy

reason of hiin \\ ho hatli suiijecte<i it, in hope that this very ireaiioii siiall be treed lioin tlie homiage
ot ioiiU|ition into the freedom ol I he y.\<jvy of the childri.ii of God,"— Tji yae /iaTaioTriTi ii x-ritis

v^irxyri, ci/^ ixovrec, aXXa. oik tov vnraiccvTa, i'!r iX^ioi in xai avrri h xrifis iXtvhpi'ftie'irai axo rr.i

"ioukiias TVS <pio^a( ii; t«v tXiuh^iav rns oi>i,ns Tuy rtxvay rou Siou. The phrase ' maiiltt station of tlie

sons ol God,' i) acrncxXvrrif raiy t/'iu*, as applied to a future event, or an ev ent w hich shall tiike place
in a future state of things, implies that the present condition of the sons ol God is cloudetl, screened,
unievealed, not opin to the view. Believers, as subject to the same physical evils which afflict

the rest ot men, are • in disguise ;' they do not appear to the e\e of siiise to possess the surpass-
ingly glorious distinctions which fi all\ belong to them ; and they earnestly expect the manifesta-
tion, the revelation, the unveiling, the unclouded display ot the dignity and excellence which re-
deeming meny and sovereign favour have conlerred on them as the sons ot God. For, though
apparently afflicted with the same evils as the rest of men, they know themsehes to be distin-

guished far above them, and possess a living and rejoicing hope as to the design and results of their
ver\ suffering. They are subject to vanity, or to mortality and physical evil, not willinglv, not
as a final end, not as a result of their amenability to divine justice, not simply tiiat thtv niav suffer
and die ; but according to an economy of divine so\ereignt>, wisdom, and love, ' bv reason of him
who hath' pi iced them in the condition which th •> occupy, 'in hope that thev shall all,' the mo^t
afflicted and obscure as well as the more prosperous and eminent, • oe iretd Irom the bondage,' the
conhned and enslaved state of piivilege and enjo\ ment, in which they are held hv their mortaiitv,
'into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.' ' For we know,' contiimes the apostle,
'that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now,'—ail believers on
earth experience the pressure of their mortal slate, and feel that, though the_\ ha\e tlie^luPN, they
have not }et the J'rtedum of the glory ol God's children ; 'and not only so,' ov /^ovov St, • but even \ve

who have the first fruits of the Spirit,' we apostles and others who enjoy the peiitecostal, superna-
tural, or most excellent gifts of the Spirit, and who of all believers may justly he esteemed the most
honoured and happy, 'even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wailing for the adoption, the re-

deni|)tion of our body ; for we are saved by hope,"— we are, in the present liie, under a dispensa-
tion, not ot the full bestowal of the blessings of redemption, but of only b. gun enjoyment of them,
and of living and assured hope that they shall all at last be perfectly and tor e\er realized,—that,

while the soul shall be made completely pure and glorious, 'the vile body itself shall be changed
ami lashioned like unto Christ's own glorious bodv.'

1 might proceed to show how well the brief exposition 1 have now given accords with all the
subsequent context down to the close of the chapter. An\ attentive reader, however, will be able

to trace the accordance for himself The passage, as thus iinderstHiid, seems compactly and con-
secutively connected with the whole preceding and substquetit scope of the apostle's statements
and reasonings; and it abounds in beautiful, exquisite truths, intiiiiaiel> in keeping with the great sub-
ject of discussion in the epistle, and altogether requisite to complete the view which is there ex-
hibited of the results of justification and the position of the justified. JS'early a parallel passage to
it is 2 Cor. v. 1—U

—

Ed.]
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GENERAL VIEW OF SALVATION.

Question XXX. Doth God leave all mankind to perish in the state of sin and misery f

Answer. God will not leave all men to perish in the estate of sin and misery, into which they

fell bv the breach of the fust covenant, commonly called the covenant of works; but, of his mere

love and mercy, delivereth his elect out of it, and bringeth them into an estate of salvation by the

second covenant, commonly called the covenant of grace.

The Design and Nature of Salvation.

We have considered man as made upright, and having many blessings in pos-

session, and more in expectation, according to the tenor of the covenant he was

under. We have considered also the first entrance of sin into the world, with all

those miseries that attended it. And we are now led to speak of that inestimable

display of divine love and grace which appears in our salvation. This is considered

in a general way in the present Answer.

Something is supposed, namely, that if God had left man in the state into which

he brought himself by sin, he would have perished for ever. He was not only in

dano-er of ruin, but sunk in it. He was like a brand in the fire, that would soon

have been consumed, had he not been plucked out. His state was not only miser-

able, but hopeless ; inasmuch as he could not think of any expedient how he might

recover himself. He was guilty, and no creature could make atonement for him.

He was separated from the comfortable presence of God, whose terrors made him

afraid, and whose hand was heavy upon him ; and he could not apply himself to

any one who would interpose or appear in his behalf, or by whom he might be re-

stored to the enjoyment of those privileges which he had forfeited and lost. What
tono-ue can express, or heart be suitably affected with, the misery of his condition !

And this would have been our deplorable case for ever, had we been left by God
in our fallen state. But we have, in the gospel, a door of salvation opened ; we

have there glad tidings proclaimed to those who were sunk as low as hell. This is

the only spring of hope and comfort to those who are afflicted with a sense of their

sin and misery.

Accordingly, it is farther observed, that God will not leave all mankind to perish

in that state, but designed to deliver his elect out of it, and bring them into a state

of salvation. That God designed not to leave mankind in this miserable condition,

appears from the discovery he made of the way of salvation, in the promise which

he gave to our first parents, respecting ' the seed of the woman' who was to ' break

the serpent's head ;' or the Saviour's being ' manifested, that he might destroy the

works of the devil.' All the promises contained in the gospel are, as it were, an

improvement on this, or a continued declaration of God's purpose relating to the

salvation of his people. The work o: redemption, wrought out by Christ as God
incarnate, was a wonderful discovery of the great truth, that God had a design to

recover and save lost sinners. All the gifts and graces of the Spirit, by whom the

redemption purchased by Christ is applied, and that joy and peace which they have

in believing, which are, as it were, the first-fruits of eternal life, are also a con-

vincing proof that God determined not to leave man to perish in his fallen state.

We may add, that even the malice and rage of Satan, and all the endeavours used

by him to defeat this design, and the glorious victory which God enables his peo-

ple to obtain over him, ' who are made more than conquerors through him that

loved them,' are so many convincing proofs, that God designed not to leave man
in his ruined condition, but to make known to him the way of salvation,—first to

make him meet for it, and then to bring him to the possession of it.

Salvation is an inestimable privilege, containing all the ingredients of blessed-

ness, such as are adapted to the condition of miserable sinners. It is a very com-

prehensive privilege. This will appear, if we consider from what it delivers us,

and what it brings us into the possession of. Tliere is a great variety of blessings

contained in our deliverance. We are saved from sin, that is, from the guilt of it

in justification, and from the dominion of it in sanctification. We are saved also
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from that bondage to which we were liable, whereby we were in perpetual dread

of the wrath of Hod, desiring to tlee from his presence, and naturally inclined to

yield ourselves subjects and slaves to his greatest enemy. All these we are delivered

from. And there are many positive blessings and privileges which we are made
/artakers of ; such as, grace and peace begun here, and perfected in glory here-

after. And these are such as not only exceed our highest desert but tend to

make us completely and eternally happy.

The Subjects of Salvation.

Salvation is not extended to all miserable creatures. Angels, who were the first

that rebelled against God, were left to perish, without hope of salvation, being re-

served for ever in chains under darkness. As for fallen man, how extensive soever

the proclamation of salvation in the gospel is, as preached to all nations, and though

all wlio sit under the sound of it are commanded and encouraged to press after

salvation ; yet it is applied only to those who were ordained to eternal life. The
purpose of God relating to it, and to the application of it, are joined together in

that golden chain, ' Whom he predestinated, them he also called ; and whom he

called, them he also justified ; and whom he justified, them he also glorified.'* This,

however, has been more particularly considered elsewhere."

The Reason of Salvation.

The only moving cause, or reason, why God bestows this great salvation, or

why he has designed to bring any of the sons of men to it, is his mere love and

mercy. Salvation, whether considered in its rise in God's eternal purpose, or in

the execution of it in the work of conversion and sanctification, as well as in the

completing of it in glorification, is ascribed to the sovei-eign grace and mercy of

God. Are we ' chosen in Christ to be holy,' or 'predestinated to the adoption of

children by him?' This is said to be ' to the praise of the glory of his grace.' ^

The apostle elsewhere, when resolving this great privilege of salvation, in all the

branches of it, namely, regeneration, renovation, and justification, into the same

original cause and ground, the kindness, love, and grace of God, excludes all those

works of righteousness which we have done, from being the inducement or moving

cause leading to it.^ It was the grace of God which laid the foundation-stone
;

and it is that which brings the work to perfection.

To make this farther appear, let it be considered that salvation must either

be of grace or of debt; that either it must be the result of God's free favour to

us, or it must proceed from some obligation which he is laid under by us to

confer this privilege. Now it is certain, that it cannot take its rise from any obli-

gation which we can lay on him ; for whatever superiority the best of saints has

over the worst of sinners, it is from God, and not from the sinner himself. We
have nothing but what 'we received' from him, 'of whom, and through whom,

and to whom are all things.'^— Moreover, this salvation must be conferred in such

a wav as redounds to the glory of him who is the Author of it, whereby all boast-

in"- in the creature is excluded ; and therefore it cannot take its rise from any

thing done by us. It is 'not of works lest any man should boast. '"^ Indeed, that

it should be so, is contrary to the main design of the gospel, which is, that no flesh

should glory in his presence.—The circumstances, also, in which those are who

are said to bo the objects of salvation, are such as argue it to be altogether of

grace. Whom did the Son of man come to seek and to save, but ' them that were

lost ?' or to whom was the way of salvation discovered, but those who were going

astray from God, and were inclined neither to return to him, nor to apply them-

selves to any one who might direct them how to regain his lost favour. Even, in-

deed, if they had been inclined to do the latter, it would have been to no purpose

;

t Rom. riii. 30. u See Sect. ' Proofs that Election has reference to Sanctification,' under the

Head. • The Decrees or God.* x Eph. i. 4—6. y Tit. iii. 4—7. z Rom. xi. 35, 36.

a Eph. ii. 9.
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since no creature could make known the way of salvation, any more than apply its

blessings.

Were man to be considered only as a creature, and so not properly the object

of salvation, which is no other than a lost sinner, or did he expect nothing else but

some eflfects of common goodness or the blessings of nature, he could not expect

them in a way of merit. To suppose it otherwise, is contrary to the dependence

of the creature on God ; and hence the blessings of providence must be considered

as the result of his free favour. And were man in a sinless state, and able to per-

form perfect obedience as he was at first, his ability must be supposed to be an

unmerited favour. Accordingly, the obedience performed would be no other than a

just debt due to God, and it would aiford him no plea, from any merit of condig-

nity, for the conferring of any privilege as a reward of it ; so that the conferring of

the privilege must be the result of the divine favour. But, when we consider him

as a sinner, he is altogether unable to do what is good. Hence, if salvation were

entirely to depend on our performing obedience, so that any failure in this would

deprive us of it, we should never attain it ; for the 'obedience would be so imper-

fect, that God could not, in honour, accept of it. But, alas I fallen man is so far

from any disposition or inclination to perform obedience, that his heart is naturally

averse to it: ' The carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the

law of God, neither indeed can be.'"' If therefore such an one is saved, and that

in such a way that God is pleased to love him and manifest himself to him, his

salvation must be a wonderful instance of divine grace, which no one who has experi-

enced it can think on but with admiration, especially when considering how discri-

minating it is. 'How is it,' said one of Christ's disciples to him, 'that thou wilt

manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?'*'

General View of the Divine Covenants.

Having considered salvation as designed for all the elect, we proceed to consider

the means of their attaining it ; or their being brought into a state of salvation

by the second covenant, commonly called the covenant of grace. As salvation is

ascribed to the grace of God ; so it is an instance of condescending goodness, that

our faith relating to it should be confirmed by such a dispensation as is generally

styled a covenant. Thus David, speaking concerning it, says, ' He hath made with

me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure ; for this is all my
salvation, and all my desire. ''^ This covenant, as respects the parties concerned

in it, and the manner in which the grace of God is displayed -in it, together with

its various dispensations or administrations, is particularly considered under the

five following Answers. The only thing which remains to be insisted on here, is its

being called ' the Second Covenant,' as opposed to the covenant of works, which is

styled the First. The covenant of works has been considered under a former An-
swer. ® All tliat I shall observe concerning it, at present, is, that though life was
promised in it, as including all those blessings which were suited to the state of

man in innocency, there was no promise of salvation in it, which is the restoring

of forfeited blessings, or a recovery from a state of death and ruin. In this re-

spect, the covenant of grace is opposed to it. Again, though Adam was the head

of that covenant, whose obedience or apostacy would convey life or death to all his

posterity whom he represented, yet he stood not in the relation of a mediator or

surety to them ; for that was inconsistent with the dispensation he was under, and
is applicable to no other covenant than that whicli we are considering as opposed

to it. Moreover, perfect obedience was demanded as a condition of man's attain-

ing life, and this he was thoroughly furnislied to perform ; while, in the covenant

of grace, if God should insist on our performing perfect obedience, the condition

would be, in its own nature, impossible, and we should in consequence, rather be

excluded from, than brought into, a state of salvation. Wliatever obedience we
are engaged to perform as expectants of salvation, is entirely owing to the grace of

God, by which ' we are what we are,' as well as attain to the blessings we hope
for. Herein the covenant of works, and the covenant of grace differ.

b Bom. viii. 7. c John xiv. 22. d 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. e See Quest, xx.
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The next thing which we have to observe is, that the covenant of grace is called

the Second Covenant. This leads us to inquire whether we have any ground from

scripture to conclude that there are more covenants than these two ; or at least,

whether what we call the second covenant, or the covenant of grace, may not be

subdivided into two covenants. The apostle seems to speak of two covenants made

with fallen man,—one made with the Israelites, given from mount Sinai, which was

designed to continue no longer than during the dispensation they were under ;
and

the other, that which the church has been under ever since the gospel-dispensation

was erected, which is to continue to the end of the world. These are described

by tlieir respective properties in an allegorical way, and illustrated by a similitude

taken from two mountains, Sinai and Sion, and two persons. Agar and Sarah.

The former is said 'to gender unto bondage ;' the latter brings those who are under

it into a state of libertv.*' The one is said to be ' better' than the other, and is

particularly called ' a new covenant ;' while the other is represented as 'decaying,

waxing old, and ready to vanish away.'^ Moreover, the apostle seems to speak of

more covenants than one made with the Jewish church ; for he says, that ' to them

pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, '^ &c. Speaking elsewhere

concerning the Gentiles, as 'aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,' he adds, that

' they were strangers from the covenants of promise. '^ In both these places, his language

seems to argue, that there were more than three covenants made with man. One

is the covenant which was made with innocent man ; another, the gospel-covenant

which we are under ; but, besides these, there were other covenants made with

Israel. This seems to assume the appearance of an objection to what was formerly

observed, that there were in reality but two covenants, and that, whenever we read

of any covenant in scripture, it is reducible to one of them. The seeming objection,

however, will disappear, if we consider the sense of the scriptures just mentioned.

As to the passages which seem to speak of two distinct covenants made with

fallen man, namely, one with the Israelites, and the other that which we are under,

they really intend nothing more than two different dispensations of the covenant of

grace. In this sense we are to understand the apostle, when he speaks of the two

covenants, the old and the new, the first and the second. The covenant is the

same, though the dispensation of the grace of God in it, or the way of revealing it

to men, ditters. This, however, will be more particularly insisted on m those following

Answers which treat of the various administrations of grace under the Old and New

Testament. As to the scriptures which seem to speak of more covenants than one

which the Jewish nation was under, the apostle, by tlie covenants, seems to intend

some different times or periods of the church before our Saviour's incarnation. Of

these some divines take notice of four, in each of which there was something new

and distinct from the rest in the dispensation of divine providence towards the

church. The first took its rise from the promise which God gave to man as soon

as he fell, relating to that salvation wliich was to brought about in its proper time

by the seed of the woman. The second period of the church began after the flood,

when God is said to have revealed his covenant to Noah, which he ' established

between him and all flesh upon the eartli.''' A third remarkable period, or change

of affairs in the churcli, was when God called Abraham out of an i(h)latrous country

to 'sojourn in the land oi promise, as in a strange country ;' at which time he estab-

lished his covenant with him, promising to be *a God to liim, and his seed,' and

instituted circumcision 'as a token of it.*' on which account it is caHed. 'the cove-

nant of circumcision.'™ The fourth and last dispensation or period, which more

especially respected the seed of Abraham as increased to a great nation, is what

we read of soon after they were delivered from the Egyptian bondage, when God

was pleased to separate that nation as a peculiar people to himsell, and sent Moses

from mount Sinai, where he appeared to them to demand their explicit consent to

be his people On this occasion, when they had promised that all that ' the Lord

had said thev would do, and be obedient,' and when a public and solemn sacrifice

was offered, and the people were sprinkled with the blood of it, it is said, ' they

f Gal iv 21 et seq. g Heb. viii. 6. 8, 13. h Rom. ix. 4. i Epb. ii. 12.

k Geii. ix. 17. 1 Gen. xvii. 7—H. m Acts vn. 8.
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paw God, and did eat and drink,' as a farther sign and ratification of this dispensa-

tion of the covenant." Afterwards many statutes and ordinances were given them,

containing those laws which God enacted for them as a covenant-people. This

state of things continued till the gospel-dispensation, which succeeded it, was
erected. When the apostle, then, in the scriptures in question, says that the

church of the Jews had ' the covenants,' he seems to intend nothing else but the

dispensation of the covenant of grace, as subdivided into several periods during

the various ages of the church, from the fall of Adam till our recovery by Christ.

Hence, though these dispensations were various, yet whatever God has transacted

with man, in a federal way, may be considered under two general Heads,—the

first called the covenant of works, the other the covenant of grace. The latter of

these is to be farther considered under the following Answers.

THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

Question XXXI. With whom was the covenant of grace made?

Answer. The covenant of grace was made with Christ, as the second Adam, and in him, with
all the elect, as his seed.

As the covenant of grace is opposed to that wliich was made with Adam as the

head of mankind, so it is considered, in this Answer, as made with the second
Adam, and, in him, with all his elect. These are described, by the psalmist, as 'a
seed that should serve him, which should be accounted to the Lord for a genera-
tion ;'" and the prophet Isaiah, speaking of them, says, * He shall see his seed.'P

The meaning of the Word * Covenant.
'

In explaining this Answer, we shall commence by considering what we are to un-
derstand by a covenant in general, and more particularly how the word is to be
understood as used in scripture. The word commonly used in the Old Testament
to signify a covenant i being taken in several senses, may be understood better by
observing how it is used in those places where we find it, than by inquiring into the
sense of the root whence it is derived.— Sometimes it signifies such a compact be-
tween two parties as agrees with our common acceptation of the word, especially

when applied to ti'ansactions between nian and man ; as in the case of the cove-
nant between Abraham and those neighbouring princes who were ' confederate with
him,''" in the covenant between Isaac and Abimelech,® and in that between Jona-
than and David. '^ In all these instances there was mutual stipulation as there is in
human covenants ; and, for this reason, some affix that idea to the word when it is

used to signify God's entering into covenant with man.—But there is another ac-
ceptation of it, when God is represented as making a covenant with man, which is

more agreeable to the divine perfections and to that infinite distance which there is be-
tween him and us. We find, in several places of scripture, that when God is said

to make a covenant, there is an intimation of some blessings which he would bestow
upon his people, without any idea of stipulation being annexed. Thus we read of

God's ' covenant of the day and night,'" or that there should be day and night in

their season. We read also of God's establishing ' his covenant with Noah and
his seed, and every living creature, that all flesh should not be cut off' any more by
the waters of a flood.'^ And in Ezek. xxxiv. 25, when God promises that ' evil

beasts should cease out of the land,' that his people should ' dwell safely in the
wilderness,' and that he would confer several other blessings upon them mentioned
in tlie following verses, he is said to make with them ' a covenant of peace.'

—

Again, when he pi'omises spiritual blessings to his people, he says, ' This is my
covenant with- them ; my Spirit that is upon thee, and the words that I have put

n Exod. xxiv. 1— II. o Psal. xxii. 30. p Isa. liii. 10. q n*13. r Gen. xiv 13,
t Gen. xxvi. 28,29. t Sam. xx. 16. 17. u Jer. xxxiii. 20. x Gen. ix. 9, 10. II.'
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into thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy

seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saitli the Lord, from henceforth, and

for ever.'y—Moreover, sometimes the Hebrew word which we translate 'covenant,'

is used to signify a statute or ordinance which God lias established or appointed in

his church. Thus, when God ordained that Aaron and his sons should have the

heave-offerings of the holy things, he says, ' These have I given thee, and thy sons,

and tliy daughters with thee, to be a statute for ever ;'^ and adds, in the words im-

mediately following, ' It is a covenant of salt for ever, before the Lord.'—As for

the word used in the New Testament," by whicli the LXX. generally translate the

Hebrew word in the Old Testament, it signifies the same thing ; so that both the

words imply little more than a divine establishment, or ordinance, in which God
gives his people ground to expect promised blessings, in such a way as redounds most

to his own glory. At the same time, they who are expectants of the blessings, are

not exempted from an obligation to perform those duties to which his grace obliges

them, and wliich will be an evidence of their right to them.

I cannot but farther observe, that, among other acceptations of the word, espe-

cially as used by the apostle, in his epistle to the Hebrews,^ it signifies a testament.

This word some who treat on the subject rather choose to make use of than to call

it a covenant, being warranted so to do by the sense given of it in the scripture.

Their reason is, not only that, as the apostle says, it was 'confirmed by the death

of the testator ;' but that to call it so conduces more, as they believe, to the advanc-

ing of the grace of God in this dispensation, than to style it a covenant in the sense

in which the word is commonly used when applied to other matters But I would

rather acquiesce in the medium which some have adopted, who join the ideas of a

covenant and a testament together,'^ and style it, in some respects, a covenant, and

in otliers, a testament. If it be called a covenant, they abstract from their ideas

of it some things which are contained in the word as applied to human contracts,

and add to it other things contained in a testament,—such as the giving or bequeath-

ing of certain legacies, as an act of favour, to those who are thence denominated

legatees, interested in gifts which are disposed of by the will of the testator. If,

on the other hand, we call it a testament, it seems very agreeable to this dispensa-

tion to join with it the idea of a covenant, more especially as to what respects the

concern of Christ in it, as its Head or the Person in whom all the benefits contained

in the testament are first reposed, as they are purchased by his blood, and in con-

sequence of this, applied by his Spirit. This view agrees very well with the scope

of this Answer, in which the covenant is said to be made with Christ, and with the

elect in him ; as well as with what is contained in the Answer immediately follow-

ing, in which the covenant of grace is described in a way accordant with the ideas

of those who say that it was made with behevers. "What we have stated was

necessary to be premised, that we may not, in our explanation of the doctrine, ad-

vance any thing which is inconsistent with its being a covenant of grace.

Difference between a Human Covenant and the Covenant of Grace.

That M-e may further understand this matter, we shall show what there is in the

idea of a covenant, as we generally understand the word, when applied to signify

a contract between man and man. In this case there are two parties, one of whom
is said to stipulate, or enter into a covenant with the other. He makes a proposal

that he will, on certain conditions, confer some favours on him, provided he will

oblige himself to fulfil them ; and the other party compHes with the proposal made,

and, in expectation of those advantages, consents to fulfil the conditions enjoined, and

accordingly is said to restipulate. When, for example, a person engages another to

be his servant, and to give him a reward for his service, and the other consents to

serve him, in expectation of the wages which he engages to give him, each party is

supposed to be possessed of something to which the other has no right but by virtue

of the contract made between them. The servant has no right to the rewards which

y Isa. lix. 21. z Num. xviii. 19. a J>a^»!«ii. b Heb. ix. 15— 18,

c These style it, Testaroento-Foedus or Foedus Testameiitanum, or Testameiitum Fotderale.

1. 3 k. j
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his master promises, nor has the master any right to his service, but by mutual
consent. Each party also proposes some advantage to himself ; and when they

enter into the agreement, they are supposed, in some respects, to stand on a level

with each other. No one will enter into a covenant with another for performing

that to which he had an antecedent right ; nor will any one engage to perform any
service, as a condition of his receiving benefits to which he had a right without any
such condition. Moreover, when two parties are said to enter into covenant with

one another, they are supposed, in some respects, to stand in need of some things

to which they had before no right. One party needs the reward proposed ; the

other, the service which he enjoins, as a condition of his bestowing it. These things

are generally supposed, and contained in contracts between man and man.
But when God is said to enter into covenant with man, what method soever we

take to explain the federal transaction, we must take heed that we do not include

in it any thing which is inconsistent with his infinite sovereignty, or which argues
him to be dependent on his creatures, as though he had not an antecedent right to

the obedience which he demands in the covenant, or as though it were left to man's
arbitrary will whether he would perform it or not. Though men may be said to

have some things in their own power, so that one has a right to that which another
has no right to but by his own consent, and are entirely lelt to their liberty, whether
they will consign over that right which they had to it to another who could not

otherwise lay claim to it ; yet this is by no means to be applied to man, when con-
sidered as having to do with the great God. The best of creatures have no right

to any thing, separate from his arbitrary will ; and therefore, though stipulation

and restipulation are proper words, when applied to a man's covenant, they ought
not to be made use of, when we explain the covenant between God and man.

Though the parties concerned in the covenant, as explained in this Answer,
namely, God the Father, and Christ the head of his elect, are both divine Persons,
so that one of them is not infinitely below the other, as man is below God ; and
though it is on that account more properly called a covenant, than that which God
is said to enter into with man, so that if the ideas of stipulation and restipulation

were, in any respect, applicable to the divine dispensation, they might be applied
here

; yet there are some things implied in the idea of a covenant between man and
man which cannot, consistently with the glory of these divine Persons, be supposed
of the federal transaction between them, particularly that he who enters into cove-
nant with anotlier, proposes some advantage to himself. A master, when he stipu-

lates with one to be his servant, is supposed as much to need his service as the
servant does the wages which he promises to give. There is thus a kind of mu-
tual advantage arising from their agreement. But in the covenant of grace, whether
God be said to make it with man, or with Christ as the head of his elect, the
advantage which arises from it is ours, and not God's. In this respect, what was
done by Christ, made no addition to the essential glory of God or the divine
blessedness, any more than man can be said, in that respect, to be profitable to
him. Thus some understand those words of the psalmist as spoken by our Savi-
our, ' My goodness extendeth not to thee ; but to the saints which are in the
earth.'"! ^^jj tijjj, agrees very well with some other things, contained in the same
psalm, which arc expressly, in other parts of scripture, applied to Christ. If so,

the meaning is, that whatever glory God the Father designed to demonstrate by
the federal trasanction with his Sou, he did not, as men do by entering into cove-
nant with one another, propose to receive any addition of glory from it, as though
he were really to be profited by it.—Again, when men enter into covenant with
one another, they are supposed to have different wills. They might refuse to

enter into those engagements which tliey bring themselves under, as well as to
comply with them. The obligation on both sides, is founded in mutual consent

;

and that is supposed to be arbitrary. But when we consider the eternal compact
between the Father and the Son, we must conclude tliat though they are distinct

as to their personality, yet, having the same essential perfections, the will of the
Father and that of the Son cannot but be the same. Many who explain this doctrine,

(1 Psal. xvi. 2, 3.
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represent the one as proposing, the other as complying with the proposal, the one

as demanding, the other as expecting, and each as depending on mutual promises,

made by the one to the other. Now, though such a representation seems to be

founded on some scripture-expressions to the same purpose, in which the Holy
Ghost Is pleased to condescend to make use of modes of speakhig which are

agreeable to the nature of human covenants, as he does in various other instances

;

yet we must not so far strain the sense of words, as to infer, hence, any thing

which is inconsistent with the divine glory of the Father and the Son. We may
add, that no act of obedience can be performed by a divine person in the same
nature ; as there cannot be an act of subjection in that nature which is properly

divine. Hence, when we consider Christ, in this respect, as entering into covenant,

and as engaging to perform those conditions which were insisted on in it, these are

supposed to be performed by him as Mediator, or God incarnate, in his human
nature. In this respect, he is the head of the covenant, which is made with him,

and in him with the elect. We may suppose, therefore, when we speak of a cove-

nant between the Father and the Son, that, whatever be the will of the Father,

the same is the Son's will; and whatever conditions the Son consented to perform,

as stipulated in the covenant, it was in his human nature that the work was to be

done. It is, hence, well observed, in some following Answers, that he who is the

Head or Mediator of this covenant, is, as it was absolutely necessary for him to be,

both God and man, in one Person. But of this more hereafter. [See note 3 H,

page 451.]

Proofs of the Covenant of Grace.

There are several expressions used in scripture which give us suiRcient ground
to conclude, that there was an eternal transaction between the Father and the Son,

relating to the salvation of his elect. This, if explained agreeably to the divine

perfections, and consistently with the glory of each of these divine Persons, is not

only an undoubted truth, but a very important article of faith ; as it is the founda-

tion of all those blessings which are promised and applied to us in the covenant of

grace, in which is all our salvation and our hope. Here let it be considered, that,

when we speak concerning a covenant as passing between the Father and the Son,

we understand tliereby, that there was a mutual consent between them, that the

work of our redemption should be brought about in the way in which it was by our

Saviour, when this eternal agreement had its accomplishment. Accordingly, the

Father is said to ' have set him up,' as the Head of his elect, 'from everlasting,**

and to have ordained that he should execute those offices which he was to perform
as Mediator, and receive that revenue of glory which was the result. The Son,

as having the same divine will, could not but consent to do this. His doing so is

called his eternal undertaking ; and both these together are styled the eternal

covenant between the Father and him.

For the proof of this doctrine, we might refer to the various scriptures which
speak of our Saviour as 'called,' and 'given for a covenant of the people, '*^ and
' foreordained 't' to perform the work which he engaged in, in the behalf of his elect.

We might refer to those also which consider him as consenting to do every thing

for his people which he did in time, and to stand in every relation to them which
was subservient to their redemption and salvation ; which he could not but do, as

having the same divine will with the Father, while, without his consent, it could

not properly be said that there was a covenant between them. We might further

prove the doctrine from those scriptures whicli speak of him as ' sanctihed, and
sent into the world''' to act as Mediator, as ' sealed by the Father,'* and as re-

ceiving a 'power to lay down his life, and take it again, '^ that so he might there-

by answer the great end of our redemption. We might draw proofs also from
his being empowered to execute the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King ; from his

being confirmed in his priestly office by the ' oath'' of the Father ; his being sent

e Prov. \ iii. 23. f Isa. xlii. 6. g 1 Pet. i. 20. h John x. 36.
i Jubii vi. 'l~i. k Jubn x. 18. 1 Psal. ex. 4. Heb. vii. 21.



444 THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

bj him to execute his prophetic office to those whom he was to guide in the way of

salvation ; and his being ' God's King, set on his holj hill of Zion.'™ When wo
consider all these things done, on the Father's part, as antecedent to Christ's act-

ing as Mediator, and, at the same time, compare them with scriptures which speak

of the Son as consenting to do the will of God, or compljing with his call, willing

to be and do whatever was necessary to secure the great ends designed ; when we
consider him as taking the human nature into union with the divine, not without

his own consent to do so, and as bearing the punishment due to our sin, which it

would not have been just for God to have inflicted, without his will or consent; we
have sufficient foundation for asserting, that there was a covenant between the

Father and the Son relating to the redemption and salvation of the elect.

But we shall now inquire more particularly into the sense of those scriptures on

which this doctrine is founded. Here we cannot wholly pass over what we read in

Psal. cxix. 122, 'Be surety for thy servant for good;' and in Hezekiah's prayer,
• I am oppressed, undertake,' or be surety, ' for me.'*^ The Hebrew word is the

same in both places, and signifies, not merely to confer some privileges on persons,

but to do this under the character of a surety. Hence, when David and Ilezekiah

pray that they may be delivered, either from their enemies, or their afflictions, by
addressing themselves to their Deliverer under this character, it must be supposed

that they understand him as having undertaken to be a Surety for his people,

which is a character that belongs only to the Son. And since it is evident, that

his mediatorial work and character was well known to the Old Testament church,

their salvation being equally concerned in it with ours, and since they are

often represented as addressing themselves to him by faith and prayer, it seems
more than probable that he is considered in his mediatorial character in those texts

in which they desire tliat he would be ' surety for them ;' in other words, they

pray that, as he was appointed by the Father, and had undertaken by his own
consent to stand in that relation, they might be made partakers of the benefits

arising thence.

There is another scripture, in which the same word " is used, which also seems

to be applied to our Saviour: ' Their nobles,' or, as it ought to be rendered, in

the singular number, ' their noble,' or magnificent person, ' shall be of themselves,

and their governor shall proceed from the midst of them, and I will cause him to

draw near, and he shall approach unto me ; for who is this that engaged his heart

to approach unto me, saitli tlie Lord ?'p This sense of the text is very agreeable to

several other prophecies relating to the Messiah's being of the seed of Israel. And
when it is said, ' I will cause him to draw near, and he shall approach unto me,'

the words imply, that he should sustain the character and perform the work of a
surety, in behalf of his people ; for that is the proper sense of the word there used.
' For who is this that hath engaged his heart to approach unto me ?' that is, ' Who
is there, among the sons of men, that dares engage in this work, or is qualified for

it ?' Or the words may be understood with a note of admiration, as if it had been
said, ' How glorious a person is this, who hath engaged his heart, or (as it was de-

termined that he should) has freely consented to approach unto me,' that is, in so

doing, ' to act as a surety with me for my people !
' That this is a more probable

sense of the text, than to suppose that it is meant either of Zerubbabel, or some
other governor who should be set over them after the captivity, appears, if we com-
pare it with the ninth verse, in which it is said, ' They shall serve the Lord their God,

axid David their King.' This can be meant of none but Christ; for David was
dead ; and none that sat on his throne or descended from him can, in this place,

be called David. Divine worship is said to be performed to the person here spoken

of ; and this could not be done to a mere creature without idolatry, to which no

true sense of scripture can give countenance. Besides, the name ' David the King,'

m Psal. ii. 6. ii Isa. xxxviii. 14.

O The Hebrew word in this, and the two other scriptures above-mentioned, is i"ij>, which signi-

fies, ' In fidem suam recipere ;' ' spondere pro aiiqiio.' It is used in several other scriptures, in the
same sense, for a person's undertaking to be a surety for another. See Gen. xliii. 9. Chap. xliv. 32.
Prov. xi. 15. Job xvii, 3. 2 Kings xviii. 23, and elsewhere.

p Jer. XXX. 21.
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IS given to our Saviour in other scriptures. Thus, ' I will be their God, and my
servant David a Prince among them ;'i and, * They shall seek the Lord their God,
and David their King, and fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter day,''" that

is, when thej are converted in the latter days, they shall adhere, and give divine

worship, to the Messiah, whom their fathers rejected. Now it is this ' David, their

King,' who is said to have ' engaged his heart to approach unto God.' Then, in

the words immediately following,'* God reveals himself, as a Covenant-God, to them ;

which is the consequence of Christ's engaging liis heart to approach to him, ' Ye
shall be my people, and I will be your God.' Now this proves an eternal transac-

tion between the Father and the Son : the Father wills or determines that he shall

draw near or approach to him as a surety, and the Son consents, in that he has
engaged his heart to do it ; and all this with a design that his covenant should be
established, and that he should be a God to his people.

There is another scripture which proves, from several expressions used in it,

that there was a federal transaction between the Father and the Son. ' Behold
my servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, in whom my soul dclighteth : I have
put mj Spirit upon him ; he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. I the

Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.'' This
is, beyond dispute, spoken concerning our Saviour; for it is applied to him in the

New Testament." Here God the Fatlier calls him ' his Servant,' intimating that

it was his will, or, to use the mode of speaking which is generally applied to cove-

nants between man and man, that he stipulated with him, that he should perform
the work which he engaged in as Mediator. To this work he is said to be 'called

in righteousness.' And, with respect to his human nature, in which he performed
it, he is styled ' God's elect,''as foreordained to it, and the person 'in whom his

soul dclighteth,' as glorified by him in the faithful discharge of it. That he might
not fail in it, God promises 'to hold his hand, and keep him;' and, as the result

of his accomplishing it, he promises ' to give him for a covenant of the people, for

a light of the Gentiles.'

Another scripture to the same purpose, is Isa. xlix. 8, 9. which also appears to

be spoken to Christ, not only from the context, but from the reference to it in the

New Testament,'^ ' In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salva-

tion have I helped thee ; and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of

tlie people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages ; that

thou may est say to the prisoners, Go ibrth ; to them that are in darkness, Show
yourselves.' Here we have a plain intimation of his being ordained bv the Fa-
ther to perform that work which he was engaged in as Mediator. His being
'given tor a covenant of the people,' signifies his being sent into the world, in pur-
suance of a covenant which had respect to the salvation of his people.

There is another scripture to our purpose, in which our Saviour, speaking to his

disciples, says, ' I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto
me;'y or, 1 confer the blessings of this kingdom upon you, in a covenant-way, as
my Father hath appointed me to do, in that eternal covenant which passed between
him and me.

Again, there are several rewards which -were promised to him, as the conse-
quence of his discharging the work committed to him. Some of these respected
that glory which belongs to his Person as Mediator ; and others, more especially,

respected the salvation of his people, and in this, the success of his undertaking.
Thus it is said, '"When thou shalt make his soul an ottering for irin, he shall see

his seed ; he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in

his hands.'' Li the context, also, several other things are said relating to the
event and consequence of his performing the work he was engaged in.

Moreover, as he was called to this work, or as it was, as we iormerly showed, the
result of the Father's will that he should perform it ; so we have elsewhere an ac-

q Ezek. xxxiv. 24. r Hos. iii. 5. s Ver. 22. t Isa. xlii. 1, 6.

u Matt. xii. 18—21. X 2 Cor. vi. 2. y Luke xxii, 29. htcnhftai i>fi„, Muttn
ii%h7t fjLt, «raT>jj fiov, jlafiXtictf, 2 Isa. liii. 10.
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count of his own consent, implying that it was the result of his own will, as well as

of his Father's. Thus it is said, ' Mine ears hast thou opened,'* or bored, allud-

ing to a custom used under the ceremonial law, by which the willing servant was
signified to be obliged, by his own consent, ' to serve his master for ever.'^ Thus
God the Father engaged Christ, if I may so express it, to perform the work of a

Mediator ; and then we have an account of his consent, when he says, ' Lo, I come,
I delight to do thy will, my God; yea, thy law is within my heart.' This mu-
tual consent is expressed also in Isa. 1. 5, ' The Lord God had opened mine ear,

and I was not rebellious; neither turned away back.'

Further, Christ is represented as making a demand, or insisting on the accom
plishment of what was stipulated in this covenant ; and this he had a warrant to

do from the Father: ' Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inher-

itance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.'"

These, and many other scriptures of a similar nature, sufficiently prove tho

doctrine, that there was an eternal covenant between the Father and the Son, re-

lating to the redemption and salvation of the elect. This implies more than his

being merely ' foreordained ' to perform the work he was engaged in, as he is said

to have been.*^ That alone would not have proved that there was a federal trans-

action between the Father and him ; since it may be said of any one who is eu~

gaged in works of an inferior nature, that God, who called him to perform them,
foreordained that he should do them. But when it is said, concerning our Saviour,

that he engaged in the work of our redemption, as the result, not only of his Fa-
ther's will, but of his own, and so consented to do whatever was incumbent on him
as Mediator, the statement certainly argues that there was an eternal covenant
between the Father and him with relation to this matter, so far as we may be
allowed, when we speak of any transaction between two divine Persons, to retain

any of the ideas taken from human covenants.

There is but one scripture more that I shall mention. This, though some will

not allow that it relates to the subject, if duly considered as to its scope and de-

sign, together with its connection with the foregoing words, may probably appear
to be of some "weight to confirm the doctrine. The passage is Zech. vi. 13, in

which it is said, ' Tlie counsel of peace shall be between them both.' Some, in-

deed, understand these words as referring to Joshua and Zerubbabel, and as sig-

nifying their mutual consent to promote the peace and welfare of the church. But
this cannot reasonably be concluded to be the sense of the text. Zerubbabel is

not mentioned in the chapter ; nor are any two persons spoken of in it to whom
the words can be applied except Jehovah and the Branch, that is, the Father and
the Son, who are mentioned in the foregoing words. Christ, who is called ' the

Branch,' is said ' to build the temple of the Lord,' and to be ' a Priest upon his

throne ;' and the work in which he was engaged, and the royal dignity to which he
was advanced, are both said to be the result of a counsel, or federal transaction,

which was between them both. If it be objected, that this counsel of peace re-

spects only the harmony which there is between Christ's priestly and kingly offices,

as both of them have a reference to our salvation, we reply that this interpretation

cannot well agree with the meaning of the word ' counsel,' which implies a confe-

deracy between two persons, and not the tendency of two offices, executed to bring

about the same end. If it be further objected, that the grammatical construction of

the words does not favour the sense which we give of them, inasmuch as they contain

an account of something that was future, and not from all eternity ; we reply, that

it is no uncommon thing, in scripture, for that to be said to be which appears to be.

Thus it is said, ' Let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that

same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ ;'^ that is, he hath, by
his raising him from the dead, demonstrated him to be 'both Lord and Christ,'

which, in reality, he was from all eternity. So, in this text, when it is said that
' the counsel of peace shall be between them both,' signifies, that Christ's building

the temple and bearing the glor}', and sitting as a priest upon his throne, is a plain

evidence or demonstration, that there was a counsel or covenant between the Fa-

a Paal. xl. 6—8. b Exod. xxi. 5, 6. c Psal. ii. 8. d 1 Pet. i. 20. e Acts ii. 36.
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ther and him from all eternity, relating to tlio pearo and welfare of Ins people,

who are the spiritual house that he builds, and the subjects whom he governs, de-

fends, and saves.

Distinctions as to the Covenant of Redemption and the Covenant of Grace.

We have thus considered the federal transaction which was between the Father
and the Son. Now, as this is called, in the Answer, 'the covenant O; grace,' it

may be necessary for us to inquire whether it be a distinct covenant from that

which God*ls said to enter into or make with man. This covenant is said, indeed,

to be made with Christ, as the Head of his elect. But it may be inquired, whether
there be not also another covenant, styled the covenant of grace, which is made
with the elect, as parties concerned in it.

Every one conversant in the writings of those who treat on this subject, will ob-

serve that divines often distinguish between the covenant of redemption and that

of grace. The former they suppose to be made with Christ, in the behalf of his

elect ; the latter, in which all spiritual blessings founded on Christ's mediation are

promised and applied to them, they suppose to be made with them. Accordingly,

they say that the covenant of redemption was made with Christ more immediately
for himself; and that the covenant of grace is made with believers for Christ's

sake. In this respect they suppose that these are two distinct covenants ; and
they explain themselves in several particulars as follows.— 1. In the covenant of

redemption, made with Christ, there were several proniises given, which more
immediately respected himself. Some of these related to those supports and en-

couragements which he should receive from the Father, which were necessary in

order to his being carried through the sufferings that he was to undergo ; such as

that God ' would hold his hand, that he should not fail, or be discouraged.'^ Others
respected that mediatorial glory which should be conferred upon him, when his suf-

ferings were finished, such as ' Ought not Christ to have suffered, and to enter into

his glory '?» ' lie hath a name given him which is above every name,'^ and many
other promises to the same effect. Besides these, there were promises made to

him, respecting his elect; that 'he should have a seed to serve him;'' that 'he
should see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied;' and that God 'would divide

him a portion with the great, and he should divide the spoil with the strong,''' or
that his diflicult undertaking should be attended with its desired success, that so

it might not be said he died in vain. In the covenant of grace, on the other liand,

which they suppose to be distinct from that of redemption, God promiseth forgive-

ness of sins, and eternal life, through Christ ; or that that should with great ad-
vantage bo restored to us by him, which we lost by our fall in Adam ; and that
all the blessings which we stand in need of, for the beginning, carrying on, and com-
pleting the work of grace in us, and for making us meet to be partakers of the in-

heritance of the saints in light, should be freely given us. Now, as these pro-
mises are made to the elect, the covenant, in which they are contained, is called

'the covenant of grace,' and so distinguished from the covenant of redemption.

—

2. In the covenant of redemption, as they farther explain it, the elect, on whose
account it was made, were considered as to be redeemed by Christ. But in the
covenant of grace they are to be considered as redeemed by him. Hence the cove-
nant of redemption is antecedent, or subservient, to the covenant of grace.—3.

They farther suppose, that the conditions of the covenant of redemption, on which
the promises made in it were founded, are what Christ did and suft'ercd in his own
person; whereas faith, wrought in us, is generally styled by them a condition of

the covenant of grace. As such, faith is variously explained, as we shall have occa-

sion to observe under the next Answer, in which it is said to be required as the
condition to interest believers in the covenant. In this respect, among others, the
fovenant of redemption is often explained as a distinct covenant from that of grace.

I confess, I am not desirous to offend against the generation of those who have

fl8a.xxiv. 4. g Luke xxiv. 26. h Phil, ii. 9. i Psal. xxii. 30. k Isa. liii. 11, 12.
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SO insisted on this subject as not to advance any doctrine derogatory to the divine

perfections, or subversive of the grace of God displayed in the covenant. I am
inclined to think, as some have done, that this controversy may be compromised

;

for if we duly weigh those distinctions which are necessary to be considered, it

will appear to consist in little more than different modes of explanation, used by
those who in the main intend the same thing, I shall humbly offer my thoughts

about this matter in four particulars.

1. It is to be allowed, on all hands, that the covenant of redemption, as some
style it, is a covenant of the highest grace, so far as it respects the advantages which
the elect are to receive from it. It is a wonderful instance of gracef that there

should be an eternal transaction between the Father and the Son relating to their

salvation ; and that in this transaction he should promise to Christ, that, as the re-

ward of his obedience and sufferings, he would give grace and glory to them. And
it is allowed by all who have just notions, either of the covenant of redemption or

that of grace, that he did make such a promise.

2. It must be farther allowed on both sides, whether it be supposed that the

covenant of grace and the covenant of redemption are distinct covenants or not,

that salvation, and all the blessings which we generally call privileges of the cove-

nant of grace, have their foundation in this transaction between the Father and
the Son ; so that, if there had not been such a covenant, which some call a cove-

nant of redemption, we could have had no promise of these privileges made in the

covenant of grace.

3. As there is nothing promised or given in the covenant of grace, but wliat is

purchased and applied by Christ ; so there is nothing promised to Christ in the

covenant of redemption, as some style it, but what, some way or other, respects the

advantages of his people. Whatever was stipulated between the Father and the

Son, in that covenant, was with a peculiar regard to their salvation. Did Christ,

as their surety, promise to pay that debt which was due from them to the justice

of God ? This must be considered as redounding to their advantage. Was there

a promise given him, as was formerly observed, that God ' would hold his hand,

that he should not fail, or be discouraged,' till he had finished the work that he

came about ? This also must be supposed to redound to our advantage ; as hereby

our salvation is secured, which it could not have been had he sunk under the

weight of that wrath which he bore. Was there a promise given him that he

should, after his sufferings, ' enter into his glory ?' This also redounds to the

advantage of the elect ; for it not only consists in his being freed from his sufferings,

and having some personal glories put upon him, but in his going thither to prepare

a place for them, and in order that they should be brought there ' to behold his

glory.' It is considered also as a pledge and earnest of their future happiness
;

and accordingly he says to them, ' Because I live, ye shall live also.'^

4. When we consider this covenant as made with Christ, whether we call it the

covenant of redemption or the covenant of grace, we must look upon it as made
with him as the Head and Representative of his elect, and consequently as made
with them, as is observed in this Answer, as his seed. Hence, if the question be

only this. Whether it bo more or less proper to call this two covenants, or one ? I

will not contend with those who, in compliance with the common mode of speaking,

assert that they are two distinct covenants. Yet I would rather choose to call them
two great branches of the same covenant ; one of which respects what Christ was

to do and suffer, and the glory which he was to be afterwards possessed of; and the

other, of which more immediately, respects that salvation which was to be treasured

up in him, and applied by him to his elect. I cannot but think, therefore, that

what is contained in this Answer, that the covenant of grace was made with Christ

as the Head, and, in Iiim, with the elect as his seed, is a very unexceptionable

explanation of this doctrine.

«

1 John xiv. 19.
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The Covenant of Grace as made with Man,

"We frequently read in scripture of God's entering into covenant witla man, and
man with him. This is next to be explained in such a way as is consistent with
the divine perfections. In ordsr to our doing so, we, in our entrance on this sub-

ject, inquired into the grammatical sense of the word covenant,'" and into its common
acceptation in scripture when applied to any transaction between God and man.
We showed that, however there may be stipulation and restipulation, and thereby
a passing over of mutual rights from one party concerned to the other, in covenants
between man and man ; yet that this cannot, consistently with the glory of God,
and that mfinite distance which there is between him and the creature, be affirmed

of the covenant of grace. ' We also produced some scriptures to prove that the main
thing to be considered in that covenant is God's promising to his people the blessings

which accompany salvation. Other scriptures might have been quoted to the same
purpose ; in which, when God is said to make a covenant with his people, we read

of nothing but promises of temporal or spiritual privileges which he would confer

on them. Thus, when he made a covenant with Abraham, he says, ' Unto thy

seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the

river Euphrates.'" Elsewhere he says, ' This shall be the covenant that I will

make with the house of Israel, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write

it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they shall be my people. They shall

all know me, from the least to the greatest of them ; for I will forgive their iniquity,

and I will remember their sin no more.'" We might consider, also, the description

of the covenant, as 'a covenant of promise, 'p and of the persons interested in it, as
* the children of promise. 'i Nevertheless, God has ordained that, pursuant to this

method of applying the promises of the covenant, none should have ground to

expect to be made partakers of them, but in such a way as tends to set forth his

infinite sovereignty and unalienable right to obedience from his creatures, which
they are bound to perform, not only as subjects under a natural obligation to obey
the divine law, but as persons laid under a superadded engagement by the grace of

the covenant. These statements will prepare the way for what may be farther said,

in order to our understanding the meaning of those scriptures which speak of God's
entering into a covenant with man, and man with him.

1. Let it be observed, then, that when God entered into a covenant with Christ

as the Head of his elect, this included his entering into covenant with them, as

is stated in this Answer ; so that they have their respective cpncern therein in aU
things, excepting what relates to his character as Mediator, Redeemer, Surety,

and those peculiar branches of this covenant which, as was before observed, belong
only to himself, which some call the covenant of redemption, as distinct from the

covenant of grace. From this we may, without any strain on the sense of words,

infer that the same covenant which was made with him was, in that peculiar branch
of it which respected the elect, or as regards privileges which they were to receive

from liim, made with them. This is very agreeable to, and tends to explain, the

apostle Paul's peculiar and frequent mode of speaking concerning believers being
' crucified with Christ ;'" ' dead,'^ ' buried,'' ' quickened' or ' risen,'" and made to
' sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ;''^ as denothig their being made
partakers, as his members, of the benefits arising from Christ's sufl'erings and glory,

as really as though they had suffered, and were now actually glorified with him.

2. As the covenant of grace is sometimes, for the reasons formerly mentioned, called

a covenant of promise, we may easily understand that God's entering into covenant

with his people, signifies his giving, or making known to them, those great and pre-

cious promises contained in the covenant which have a more immediate reference

to their salvation. On the other hand, his keeping covenant with them, implies his

bestowing on them the blessings promised in it. This is othenifise called, his ' re-

in See Section, ' Difference between a Human Covenant and Ibe C«ven«nt of Grace.

n Gen. xv. 18. o Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. p Eph. ii. 12. q Gal. iv. 28. Gal. ii. 20^
g Rom. vi. 8. t Ver. 4. u Col. ii. 12. compand with cbap. iii. 1. X Eph. iL 6.

I. (^ !•



450 THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

memberlng his holy covenant,' ^ or his 'performing the truth to Jacob, and tlio

mercy to Abraham, which he had sworn unto them from the days of old.''

Sometimes also it is called his ' showing them his covenant, '
* not merely in a way

of revelation, but by special application of the blessings contained in it ; and his

' bringing them into the bond of the covenant,' ^ that is, engaging or obliging them
to obedience, from the constraints of his love and gface, manifested in the promises

of this covenant, so that now they are doubly bound to be his, not only as he is

their Creator and Sovereign, but as he has made them, by this federal transaction,

the peculiar objects of his favour and grace.

3. When God is pleased, as he often is, to annex to the covenant a demand of

faith, repentance, or any other graces, to be exercised by those who may claim an
interest in its blessings, his doing so is agreeable to that feature of the covenant,

formerly mentioned, by which it is denominated an establishment, or divine ap-

pointment, or, as it is sometimes called, ' a statute.''' This feature respects the

connexion of the graces with salvation ; or the indispensable obligation of those

who hope to attain salvation to possess the graces. It is, however, rather a con-

sequence of God's entering into covenant with them, than an antecedent condition

stipulated by him ; for the latter would infer a kind of suspense in him, whether
he should fulfil his promise or not till the conditions were performed. This is the

principal thing we object to when we except against the use of the word ' stipula-

tion' with relation to this subject. If nothing were intended by this word, but the

necessary connection which God has ordained between the blessings promised and
the grace demanded in the covenant,—and some understand it only in this

sense—I would not contend about persons using or laying aside an improper, and,

I think I may say, unscriptural mode of speaking.

Having considered the meaning of God's entering into covenant with man, we
shall now proceed to inquire what we are to understand by those scriptures which
speak of man's entering into covenant with God. Such a mode of speaking we
have, when Moses says to the people, ' Ye stand this day all of you before the

Lord your God, that thou shouldst enter into covenant with the Lord thy God, and
into his oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this day.'** Elsewhere

it is said, ' The people entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers,

with all their heart, and with all their soul f*^ and ' Josiahmade a covenant before

the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies,

and his statutes, with all their heart, and with all their soul, to perform the words of this

covenant, that were written in this book; and all the people stood to the covenant.''

This is a most solemn transaction, and includes the very essentials of practical religion
;

so that it is necessary for us to inquire what we are to understand by it. As scrip-

ture is the best interpreter of itself, and parallel texts give light to each other, we
may observe what is said elsewhere, upon a similar occasion, where God speaks of

some who ' choose the things that please him, love the name of the Lord, and to

be his servants, and take hold of his covenant. 's To enter into covenant, is thus

to take hold of God's covenant,—to embrace the blessings promised therein. Ac-
cordingly, the apostle says of those ' who died in faith,' that though they ' had not

received the promises,' or the blessings promised, yet ' having seen them afar of,

they were persuaded of them, and embraced them.''^ Again, as we receive the

blessings of the covenant by faith ; so, to enter into covenant with God, implies a
professed dedication of ourselves to a Covenant-God, with a due sense of our obli-

gation to yield that obedience to which we are thereby engaged, or a declaration

that we pretend not to lay claim to the blessings of the covenant, without being
enabled, by his grace, to comply with its demands. This is sometimes expressed

by ' swearing to the Lord:' ' Unto me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall

swear.'* As God, when he enters into a covenant with man, is sometimes said to

swear to him, or to confirm his promise by his oath, on which account the cove-

nant of grace is sometimes called 'his oath,' as in one of the scriptures formerly

y Luke i. 72. z Micah vii. 20. a Psal. xxv. 14. b Ezek. xx. 37.

c Numb, xviii. 19. Psal. 1. 16. <1 Deut. xxix. 10--12. e 2 Chron. xv. 12.

f2 Kingsxxiii. 3. g Isa. Ivi. 4, 6. h Heb. xi. 13. i laa. xlv. 23.
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mentioned, ?»,nd in others which might have been referred to ;
^ so, our entering

into covenant with him, is our swearing fealty, as subjects do to their princes,

whereby they own them to be their rightful governors, and themselves under an
obligation to serve them.

This is farther explained by that solemn transaction which passed between God
and liis people, in the close of the ministry and life of Moses ;^ from which we may
understand what is meant, in other places, by God's entering into covenant with
them. This is expressed by his ' avouching them to be his peculiar people, as he
had promised them, and that they should keep all his commandments ;' that is, he
conferred this privilege upon them with the view that they might reckon themselves
under the highest obligation to be obedient to him. Then we have an explanation
of man's entering into covenant with God, when it is said, ' Thou hast avouched
the Lord this day to be thy God ;' that is, ' Thou hast publicly declared, that thou
art willing to be subject to him, as thy covenant God, and pursuant to this, hast

expressed a ready inclination to walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes, and his

commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken to his voice.' This is such an
entering into covenant as is incumbent on all who expect its blessings. And if

any one, when he uses the word in explaining the doctrine, intends nothing more
than this by restipulation, I will not contend with him ; yet as it is to use the
word without its proper ideas, which others annex to it, I humbly conceive the
doctrine may be better explained without it.

k Luke i. 72, 73. 1 Deut. xxvi. 17, 18.

[Note 3 H. The Covenant of Grace.—What most theological writers, including Dr. Ridgeley
as well as some eminent men who have written voluminously on the subject, say respecting the
covenant of grace, or rather respecting the covenants connected with the plan of redemption, is

so deeply tinged with the systematizing spirit of the schoolmen, that one fails to use it as

a lucid or distinct medium of discerning the simple statements of the divine word. I shall

extract a short passage from Dr. Russell, which may probably aid a humble Christian's conception
of the doctrine of the covenant of grace as taught in scripture, more than many entire large trea-
tises which have been written. " The redemption of mankind was the subject of an eternal pur-
pose ; and this purpose was originally revealed in the form of a promise. For ' it is written in the
volume of the book,' Psal. xl. 7, or in the commencement of the revelation of mercy, that the seed
of the woman should bruise the head of the serpent; and, in many subsequent promises, the same
blessed truth is declared. It was the eternal purpose of the one Jehovich, that the Word should
become incarnate, and, in human nature, effect the redemption of mankind by the sacrifice of him-
self. Hence, the manifold wisdom of God is said to have been revealed in the plan of salvation,
'according to his eternal purpose, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,' Eph. iii. 11. In his

eye, the eternal Word was from everlasting considered as Emmanuel, and hence we are said to be saved
* according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,"

2 Tim. i. 9. As the Lamb of God, Jesus was foreordained before the foundation of the w orld ; but it

was only in these last times that he was made manifest for us, 1 Pet. i. 20. To God all things are,

and must ever have been present ; and accordingly, the things which he hath purposed are represented
as if existing from the very date of his purpose.' But still the purpose and the execution of it are
in themselves quite distinct; the latter being the subsequent eon?equence and result of the former.
In reference to the promissory form in which the revelation of mercy was first made, eternal life is

said to have been promised by God before the world began; because all in relation to the plan of
redemption was then full> determined, and of this determination the promise of redemption was
but the transcript and development.

"God having revealed his purpose of mercy in the form of a promise, the plan of redemption
is denominated a covenant. That which the scriptures call the covenant of God, his covenant of
peace, and the new and everlasting covenant, is just the gospel of his grace, in connexion with the
blood of Christ, as the ground on which it proceeds, and the medium through which its blessings
are dispensed. And of this the other covenants recorded in scripture were so many signs and pledges.
In particular, when we read in scripture of the old and the new, or of the first and the second cove-
nants, the reference is to the Mosaic and the Christian dispensations. Gal. iv. 24—26; Heb. vii. 22;
viii. 6— 13; ix. 13—23; xii. 24; Matt. xxvi. 28. And when the latter is denominated 'the ever-
lasting covenant.' the r.lerence is to its everlasting duration, as distinguished from the temporary
nature of the former, Heb xiii. 20. The old covenant stood related to the new as its t\pe or
figure, and was therefore subservient to the latter as that in which it met its ultimate design; and
hence it vanished when the second was established, Heb. vii. 16, 19; viii. 13. But the latter shall

never wax old, or vanish away, as did the former; and it is on this account that it is said to be
everlasting."— ' A Familiar View of the Old and New Covenants,' By David Russell, D.D., Dun-
dee, pp. 13—15.—£i>.]
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THE DISPLAY OF GRACE IN THE COVENANT.

Question XXXII. How is the grace of God manifested in the second covenant ?

Answer. The grace of God is manifested in the second covenant, in that he freely provideth and

offereth to sinners a Mediator, and life and salvation by him; and requiring faith as the con-

dition to interest them in him, promiseth and giveth his Holy Spirit to all his elect, to work in

them that faith, with all other saving graces, and to enable them unto all holy obedience, as the

evil ence of the truth of their faith and thanfulness to God, and as the way which he hath appoint-

ed to salvation.

As the covenant wliich we have begun to consider is called the covenant of grace,

it is necessary for us to show in what respects the grace of God is manifested in it.

1. We observe, then, that life and salvation, which are very comprehensive bless-

ings, containing all that sinful creatures stand in need of, are promised in the cove-

nant. Hereby the grace of God is more eminently illustrated than it was in the

first covenant ; in which, though life was promised, there was no promise of salva-

tion or of the recovery of a forfeited life. Life is brought to light only by the

gospel ; which contains a glorious discovery of the grace of this covenant. The
blessings promised in it are grace here and glory hereafter. These are contained

in that promise, ' I will be a God to thee ;' that is, ' I will deal with thee in such

a way as that all my divine perfections shall contribute to thy happiness.' Some-
times, also, when God reveals himself as a covenant God, he promises, as he did

to Abraham, that ' He will be their shield, and their exceeding great reward. '"^

There are promises likewise respecting the forgiveness of sin ; as when God says,

' I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine own sake, and will

not remember thy sins.'"^ That we may see this in its utmost extent, the apostle

says as much as can be expressed in words ; when, speaking of the consequence of

God's being a covenant God to his people, he informs them, ' All things are yours,

whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things pre-

sent, or things to come ; all are youi"s.'°

2. Man could not have been made partaker of the invaluable blessings contained

in this covenant, without the interposition of a mediator. He no sooner rebelled

against God, than he was separated from his presence, and deprived of all those

blessings which he might otherwise have expected ; and on the other hand, the

holiness and' justice of God obliged him to testify his displeasure against him,

whereby he was utterly excluded from all hope of obtaining any blessings from

him. The perfections of the divine nature rendered it necessary that a satisfac-

tion for sin committed should be insisted on ; and this could not be given by man
in his own person, nor could he reasonably expect that God should receive him
into favour without it, he having rendered himself guilty in his sight, and so liable

to condemnation. Hence, as he could do nothing which had any tendency to re-

pair the injuries which he had offered to the divine justice, if ever he have access

to God and acceptance in his sight, it must be in and through a mediator. This

leads us to consider what we are to understand by a mediator, and what was to be
done by him in order to the procuring of this favour.

A mediator, in general, is one who interposes between two parties that are at vari-

ance, in order to make peace. This he does, either by endeavouring to persuade the

party offended to lay aside liis resentment and forgive the injury, which is a less pro-

per sense of the word; or else by making an overture of satisfaction, as an induce-

ment to his doing so. In the former sense, it would have been an affront to the divine

Majesty, and an injury to his justice, for any one to desire that God should be re-

conciled, without a satisfaction given ; in the latter, wo are to understand the word
' Mediator,' when applied to Christ in this Answer. He is, therefore, to be considered

not merely as a Mediator of intercession, or as pleading that God would remit the

debt, out of his mere sovereignty or grace, but as a Mediator of satisfaction, or a
Surety, entering into an obligation to answer all the demands of justice. In this

respect, he is the Mediator of the covenant, whereas, when he is sent by God to

m Gen. xv. 1. n Jsa. xliii. 25. o I Cor. iii. 82.
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reveal, or make known the blessings of the covenant to man, he is stjlcd, ' The
Messenger of the covenant. 'p It was possible for a mere creature to perform the

work of a mediator in the lower and less proper sense of the word, or, provided sa-

tisfaction were given to the justice of God, to intercede with him for the sinner, or

entreat him to turn away from the fierceness of his wrath, which sin deserved. In

this sense Moses is styled a mediator, and in no other.^ So some understand that

text as spoken of him in which the apostle says of the law, that it was ordained

by angels, in the hand of a Mediator.'*" Agreeably to this, Moses says, ' I stood

between the Lord and you at that time, to show you the word of the Lord ; for you
were afraid, by reason of the fire.'^ Elsewhere, also, after Israel had sinned in

worshipping the golden calf, he says, ' You have sinned a great sin, and now I will

go up unto the Lord
;
peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.'*

Not that he was to be accounted a mediator of satisfaction ; for the atonement
which he hoped to make was by entreaty or humble supplication, that God would
not destroy them, as they had deserved.. This I call a less proper sense of the

word ' Mediator.' In this Answer, on the other hand, Christ is styled a Mediator,

in the same sense in which he was a Redeemer, or Surety, for man, or made a
proper atonement to procure reconciliation between God and man by his blood.

But more will be said on this subject, when we speak concerning Christ's

priestly office.

3. It is a very great instance of grace, that God should admit of a Mediator,

who might have exacted the debt of us in our own persons, and, as we were unable
to pay it, might have punished us with everlasting destruction. That he was not
obliged to admit of a Mediator, will appear if we consider the nature of the debt
due from us. We were obliged to perform perfect obedience, or to suffer punish-

ment ; and hence he might have refused to allow of this being performed by an-

other, in our stead. In this case, it is not as when pecuniary debts are paid,

which cannot be refused by the creditor, though paid by one who is the surety for the

debtor. As, however, this subject will be more particularly considered when we
speak concerning the satisfaction which Christ, as our great High Priest, gave to

the justice of God, all that we shall add concerning it, at present, is, that it was an
instance of that grace which was displayed in the covenant, in which Christ is con-

sidered as a Mediator of satisfaction.

4. The grace of God farther appears, in his not only admitting of a Mediator,

but in his providing one. It was impossible for fallen man to find out any one who
would so mu(;h as plead his cause, or speak a word in his behalf, till satisfaction

were first given ; and no mere creature could pay unto God a ransom that was
worthy of his acceptance, or available to answer the end designed. If the best of

creatures had undertaken the work, it would have miscarried in his hands. How
deplorable and hopeless, then, must the condition of fallen man for ever have been,

if God had not himself found out the expedient to bring about our redemption !

This was a blessing unthought of and unasked for b}' man. I will not deny that man
might have some ideas of the divinity and glory of the second Person in the God-
head. For the doctrine of the Trinity was revealed to him, while in a state of in-

nocency, as it was necessary that it should be, in order to his worshipping each of

the divine Persons ; and I doubt not that he retained some ideas of it when fallen.

But it may be questioned whether he knew that it was possible for the Son of God
to be incarnate. Or suppose, for argument's sake, that he had some idea of the

possibility of this, yet he could never have known that the Son was willing to sub-

mit to this astonishing instance of condescension,and thereby to put himself in the

sinner's room, that he might procure that redemption which was necessary for him.

This mystery of the divine will was hid in God : it could never have been known
by man without revelation ; and consequently would not have afforded him any
matter of relief in his deplorable state. How wonderful, therefore, was the grace

of God, that he should find out this expedient, and lay help on One that is mighty,
or provide one to do that for man which none else could have done !

p Mai. iii. 1. q Such a one is more properly called Internunciue than Mediator,

r Ga]. iii. 19. Vid. Bez. and "Whitby in loc. s Deut. v. 5. t Exod. xxxii. 30.
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We may add, that it was no less an instance of divine grace, that God the Son
should consent to perform this work for man. His undertaking it was without

the least force or compulsion ; for that would have been inconsistent with his con-

senting to becoming a Surety for us, and as such, to suffer in our room and stead,

since all punishment must either be deserved by him who bears it, or else be
voluntarily submitted to. The former can by no means be said of Christ ; for a
personal desert of punishment is inconsistent with his spotless purity, and would
have rendered the price laid down by him for our redemption invalid. Hence, he
voluntarily condescended to engage in this work. He gave his life a ransom for

many ; and his doing so is considered by the apostle as a peculiar display of grace

:

' Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for

your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.'*^

5. This Mediator being provided for man, without his desert or expectation, we
proceed to consider him as offered to him, and, together with him, life and salvation.

The great design of the gospel is to discover or make an overture of Christ and his

salvation to man. Without this, the gospel could not be preached, nor a visible

publication made of the grace of the covenant which it contains. But as the over-

ture of grace, or the call of God to accept of and embrace Christ as offered in the

gospel, is more particularly considered under a following Answer,*^ we shall reserve

the farther consideration of this matter to that place.

6. It is farther said, in this Answer, that the grace of God is manifested in

the second covenant, in his ' requiring faith as the condition to interest ' believers

in Christ. This expression may be allowed, or excepted against, according to the

method taken to explain it. We shall endeavour to show what it means ; and
shall point out in what sense we deny the covenant of grace to be conditional.

We shall next inquire, whether there be not another sense, agreeable to the divine

perfections, in which these words may be understood as well as other expressions

of a similar nature, in which faith is styled a condition, and which are frequently

used by divines.

Now a person's having an interest in Christ, implies his having a right to

claim him, as his Mediator, Surety, Advocate, and Saviour, and with him all those

spiritual blessings which are purchased and applied by him to those whom he has
redeemed ; so that such an one may say, on good grounds, ' Christ is mine, together

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in him.' Here let it be considered,

that it is one thing to say, that Christ is the Redeemer and Saviour of man, or,

in particular, of his elect, who are given to him that he may save them ; and an-

other thing for a person to say. He is my Redeemer or Saviour. The former is a
truth founded in scripture-revelation. Accordingly every one may say, as Moses
expresses it, ' Yea, he loved the people, '^ or his peculiar chosen people ; or, as the

apostle says, ' Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it.'^ But he who
has an interest in Christ, has a right to claim him as his Saviour, and therefore

may say, with the apostle, ' He loved me, and gave himself for me.'* This I rather

choose to express, by a believer's having a right to claim him as his Saviour, than
by his being actually enabled so to do ; inasmuch as many have an interest in

Christ, who are destitute of that assurance which would give them a comfortable

sense of it in their own souls.

We are now to consider how faith is said to be required, as the condition to

interest us in Christ ; or how far this expression may be qualified and explained,

without asserting any thing derogatory to the glory of God or the grace of the

covenant. The word 'condition,' though often used when we speak of contracts

between man and man, as an essential ingredient in them, is not so plainly con-

tained in those explanations of the covenant of grace which we have in scri])ture
;

and, whenever we use it with a particular application to this, we must understand

it in such a sense as is agreeable to the divine perfections.

Now, that we may compare these two senses of the word 'condition,' in order to

our determining how far, in explaining this doctrine, it may be used or laid aside, let

us consider tliat in human covenants, in which things are promised on certain con-

u 2 Cor. viii. 9 x See Quest. Ixvii. y Dtut. xxxiii. 3. z Eph. v. 25. a Gal, ii. 20.
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dition?, these conditions are supposed to be possible to be performed ; otherwise

the promise depending on the performance of them is rendered void, and contains

no other than a virtual denial to make it good. Thus the king of Israel did not,

at first, understand the message sent him by the king of Syria requiring of him to

heal Naaman of his leprosy, as a condition of peace and friendship between them ;

and tlie inference he makes from it was, that he had a design to seek a quarrel

against him. And his reasoning would have been just, had it been intended in

tliis sense ; since the condition w^as not in his own power. Moreover, if a master
should tell his servant, that he would give liim a reward, in case he would perform

the work of ten days in one, the servant would conclude nothing else from it, but
that he was resolved not to give him any thing. Now, to apply this to our present

purpose, we must consider whether faith, when it is a condition of the covenant of

grace, bo in our own power or not. There are some external acts of it, indeed,

which are so ; but these are too low to be deemed conditions of salvation, or of the

blessings of the covenant of grace. As for those acts which are supernatural, or

the effects of the exceeding greatness of the power of God, though they are insepar-

ably connected with salvation, yet they are not in such a manner in our power that

we may conclude them to be proposed as conditions, in the same sense as those

tilings are said to be, which are properly conditions. In this respect, the covenant

of grace, as to the conditionality of it, differs from the covenant of innocency. In
the latter covenant, perfect obedience, which was the condition of it, was so far in

man's power, that he could have performed it without the superadded assistance

of divine grace. But when, on the other hand, perfect obedience is considered as

a condition of fallen man's 'entering into life,' in which sense our Saviour's reply

to the young man's question'' is understood by many, a plain intimation is made
that eternal life is not to be obtained in this way, inasmuch as the condition is im-
possible.

Again, when conditions are insisted on in human covenants, it is generally sup-

posed that, though it be possible for the person who enjoins them to assist and en-

able him who is under this obligation to perform them, yet he wiU not give him
that assistance ; for, if he does, the contract can hardly be reckoned conditional,

but absolute. Thus, if a creditor should tell an insolvent debtor, that he will dis-

charge liim, provided he pay the debt, and, at the same time, gives him to under-

stand that he will supply him with a sum of money wliich shall enable him to pay
it, the transaction is altogether the same as if he had discharged him without any
conditional demand of payment. This I cannot but mention, because there are
some persons, who speak of faith as a condition of the covenant of grace, and, at

the same time, take it for granted, that it is not in our own power to perform it ;

and who, because God has promised that he will work it in us, conclude it to be
conditional,—though such a promise renders the covenant absolute, or, at least,

not conditional in the same sense in which human covenants are ; and they infer

only, what we do not deny, that there is a necessary connection between that

grace which God will enable us to perform, and salvation Avhich he has promised
in the covenant.

Further, when any thing is promised to another on condition that he do what is

enjoined on him, it is generally supposed to be a dubious and uncertain matter
wliether this condition shall be fulfilled, and the premise take place; or, as I may
express it, every condition contains, not a necessary, but an uncertain connection

between the promised advantage and the duty enjoined. The reason of this is,

that all human covenants depend on the power and will of men, who are under
conditional engagtnunts to perform what is demanded in them; that, as these are

supposed to be mutable and defective, as far as they are so, the performance of

the condition may be reckoned dubious ; and that he who made the promise is

liable to the same uncertainty, whether he shall make it good or not. This view

of the matter will hardly be denied by those who defend the other side of the

question ; who, in explaining the nature of human liberty, generally suppose that

every one who acts freely, might do the contrary. They must hence conclude,

b Matt. xix. 17.
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that, if the performing of the conditions of a covenant be the result of man's free-

will, it is possible for him not to perform them ; and that, therefore, it must be a

matter of uncertainty, whether a person who promises a reward on the performance

of these conditions will confer it or not. But, however this may be applied to

human covenants, we are not to suppose that faith or any other grace, is in this re-

spect, a condition of the covenant of grace ; as though God's conferring the bless-

ings promised in it were dependent on the will of "man, as determining itself to the

exercise of these graces. In this respect, we cannot but deny that the covenant of

grace is conditional.

Again, if we take an estimate of the worth and value of a condition enjoined,

the advantages which he who enjoins it expects to receive from it, or the reference

which the performance of it has to the procuring of the blessing promised, in which

case the person who has fulfilled it may be said to possess merit, or to have in him-

self whereof to glory, as to the part he has performed ; these things must not be

applied to any transaction between God and man, and are wholly to be excluded

from those ideas which are expressed by the word 'condition' when apphed to the

covenant of grace. This will be allowed by most who do not acquiesce in the Popish

doctrine of the merit of good works. Concerning the worth and value of faith, and

all other graces, I would not be thought in the least to depreciate them, or to divest

them of that excellency which they have above all other effects of God's power and

blessings of providence ; for certainly we ought to bless God for them, or glory in

him as the author of them. That which we would guard against in this matter, is

nothing more than what our Saviour guards us against, when he says, ' When ye

shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say. We are unprofit-

able servants. '° I would not have any one suppose, that whatever condition is

performed by us has such a value put on it that, on the ground of it, eternal

life is due to us in a way of debt ; which would make way for boasting. The con-

ditions, indeed, which Christ performed in that branch of the covenant which more

immediately respected himself, which some call the covenant of redemption, were

properly meritorious ; and the blessings he purchased thereby were given him in a

way of debt, and not as an undeserved favour. But if we suppose that, in laith or

in any other grace possessed by us, there is the same reference to the salvation which

we expect, we turn the covenant of grace into a covenant of works, and resolve that

into ourselves which is due to God alone.

Many excellent divines, however, have asserted faith to be a condition of the cove-

nant of grace, who do not understand the word ' condition ' as meaning either anything

dubious or uncertain on the one hand, or anything meritorious on the other. Tliey

probably choose to express themselves so in comphance with custom, and to explain

away the common ideas of the word ' condition ' as applied to human covenants,

rather than altogether to lay it aside. It may be, also, that they do this, lest

they should be thought to deny the necessary connection between faith and salva-

tion. I shall, for the same reason, conclude this Head, by stating a few propo-

sitions, whereby our not using the word ' condition ' may be vindicated from any

just exception, or our using it may not appear to be inconsistent with the divine

perfections, or the grace of the covenant.

We lay it down, then, as an undoubted truth, the denial of which would be sub-

versive of all religion, that faith and all other graces are required by God, and that

our obligation to possess them is indispensable. Whether our possessing them be

reckoned a condition of the covenant or not, it is no less a duty. Some, indeed,

distinguish between the obligation of a law and that of a covenant ; the former of

which depends on an express command, while the latter is the result of some bless-

ings promised or conferred, and has the obligation, but not the formal nature, of a

law. They accordingly conclude, that we are commanded by God, as a Lawgiver,

to believe and repent ; but that it is more proper to say, we are engaged by hini,

as a covenant God, rather than commanded, to exercise these graces. But this

dispute is rather about the propriety of words, than the substance of the doctrine

itself. I shall, therefore, enter no farther into it, but content myself with the

c Luke xvii. 10
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geucral assertion, tliat faith and all other graces are necessary duties, withoul

which, to use the apostle's expression, ' it is impossible to please God,'*^ or to have

any right to the character of Christians.

Again, faith and all other graces are to be considered also as blessings promised

in the covenant of grace. This appears from those scriptures which speak of them
as ' the gilts of God,'* purchased by the blood of Christ, founded on 'his righteous-

ness,'^ and wrought in us by his Spn-it, and ' the exceeding greatness of his power, 's

and as discriminating blessings, which all are not partakers of. ' All men,' says the

apostle, ' liave not faith. '•* Our proposition may be farther argued, from what Christ

undertook to purchase for and apply to his people, as their federal head. In pur-

suance of his work in this capacity, all spiritual blessings, in heavenly things, are

bestowed on them, in him ; and the covenant is made good to them, as God is said,

'together with Christ, to give them all things.'' First, Christ is given for a cove-

nant of his people ; and then, upon his fulfilling what he undertook to procure for

them, all that grace which is treasured up in him is applied to them. Hence,

faith and otlier concomitant graces are covenant-blessings.

Further, there is a certain connection between faith and other concomitant graces,

and salvation. This we considered elsewhere, together with the sense of those

scriptures which seem to be laid down in a conditional form, whence the arguments

to prove the conditionality of the covenant of grace are generally taken.'' All that

we sliall add, at present, is, that since, in the eternal covenant between the Father

and the Son, it was agreed, establislied, and, on our Saviour's part, undertaken,

that the elect should be not only redeemed, but sanctified, and enabled to exercise

all grace, before they are brought to glory, this is made good to them in this cove-

nant ; and that, therefore, as the consequence of Christ's purchase, faith and all

other graces are wrought in the souls of those who afterwards, in receiving the end

of faith, are brought to eternal salvation ; so that we may as well separate Christ's

undertaking to redeem his people from their attaining salvation, as we can separate

from it his applying those graces which accompany salvation. When, however,

we speak of these graces as connected with salvation, we must not conclude that

they are the cause of it. Though we are saved in a way of believing, we are not

saved for our faith. I cannot, therefore, but approve of what is observed by many
divines who treat of this subject, that these graces are the way to heaven, while

Christ's righteousness is the cause of our going thither.' I am sensible there are

persons who express their dislike of some of the most unexceptionable modes
of speaking, if not altogether agreeable to those which they make use of; and who
can hardly approve of any one's asserting, that iaith and other graces are the way
to .'alvation, partly, because they are the beginning of salvation, and princi-

pally, because Christ styles liimself, 'The way.'"" But though grace is glory

begun, it may as truly be said to be tlie way to complete salvation, as the travel-

ler's setting out and going forward on his journey is the way to the end of it, with-

out whicli it can never be attained ; and though Christ is the way to salvation, as

every thing which tends to fit us for it and bring us to it is founded on wliat he did

for us as Mediator ; yet this does not, in tlie least, overthrow the connection of

grace with glory, in the method in which he brings his people to it, by first work-

ing iaith and all other graces in them, before the work is brought to perfection, or

the top-stone thereof is laid.

Further, if we assert more than this, namely, that faith is a condition of the

covenant of grace, or, as it is expressed in this Answer, a condition to interest be-

lievers in Christ, we must distinguish between God's bestoAving the blessings of the

covenant of grace, pursuant to his secret will or his eternal purpose, and our hav-

ing a visible ground or reason to claim an interest in them. The former of these

cannot be supposed to be conditional, without making God dependent on our act;

the latter may, and, I think, ought, to be deemed so. Thus faith is a condition,

or an internal qualification, without which no one has a warrant to conclude his

«1 Heb. xi. 6. e Epb. ii. 8. f 2 Pet. i. 1. g Eph. i. 19. h 2 Thess. iii. 2.

i Rom. viii. 32. k See Sect. 'The Eternity, Wis(iom, Secrecy, Absoluteness, and Unchange-
able lups ot the Tiurpose of Election,' nnder Quest, xii, xiii. 1 The torn er ol these is generally

styled, via ad regnum; the latter, causa ngnandi. m John xiv. 6.

I. 'in
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interest in, or lay claim to, the saving blessings of the covenant of grace. Hence,

when it is said to be a condition to interest believers in Christ, we are to under-

stand it as that which evinces our claim to him, or which gives us ground to con-

clude that we are redeemed bj him, and to expect that he will bestow upon us

complete salvation. To deny this, would be to suppose that an unbeliever has a

warrant to conclude that Christ loved him and gave himself for him, or that he

shall be saved by him. But that is a doctrine which I cannot but oppose with the

greatest detestation, as what contains an unwarrantable presumption, and leads to

licentiousness; which, I hope, nothing that has been said on this subject has the

least tendency to do. We have thus considered how faith may be said to be a con-

dition of our laying claim to an interest in Christ.

7. We proceed to consider how the grace of God is glorified, in his having

ordained that we should apprehend or discern our interest in Christ, and in the

blessings of the covenant, by faith. Of all graces, faith is that which has the

greatest tendency to discover to the soul its own vileness and nothingness. Indeed,

every thing which we behold in Christ its object, has a tendency to abase us in our

own sight. Do we, by faith, behold Christ's fulness ? This has a tendency to

humble us, under a sense of our own emptiness. Do we look on Christ as the

Fountain of all righteousness and strength ? This leads us to see that we are desti-

tute of these in ourselves. So that, as faith beholds all that we have or hope for,

as being founded on and derived from Christ, and gives us, in consequence, the

greatest sense of our own unworthiness, it is, in its own nature, adapted to advance

the grace of God. Hence, God, in requiring faith as an instrument to apply the

blessings of the covenant, ordained the best expedient to illustrate and set forth

his own grace, as displayed in the covenant.

8. But as it is a very difiicult matter to believe, the grace of faith being the

gift and effect of the power of God, we are now to consider that the grace of the

covenant is farther manifested, in God's having promised, and, consequently, in

his giving, his Holy Spirit to work faith and all other graces which are connected

with it or flow from it. That we have, in tlie covenant of grace, a promise of the

Holy Spirit, to work in us that grace which God requires, is very evident. He
says, ' I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusa-

lem, the Spirit of grace, and of supplications.'" Elsewhere God promises to ' pour

his Spirit upon their seed, and his blessing upon their offspring.' ° This is farther

set forth, in a metaphorical way, when he promises to ' sprinkle clean water' on

his people, and that ' he would cleanse them from all their filthiness, and from all

their idols, and give them a new heart, and put a new spirit within them, and take

away the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them an heart of flesh.' All this

is said to be done by 'his Spirit,' which he promised 'to put within them.'P

More particularly,, the Spirit, as working faith in the hearts of believers, is called,

for that reason, ' The Spirit of faith ;'i and all other graces are called, * The fruit

of the Spirit.'' Hence these graces are from the Spirit, as the Author of all grace ;

and they, proceed from faith, as one grace tends to excite another. Thus the heart

is said ' to be purified by faith ;'* which is said also ' to work by love,'* and to be

that whereby we are enabled ' to overcome the world.' It also produces all holy

obedience, which is called, ' The obedience of faith.' "^ Thus concerning the Spirit's

working faith, and all other graces.

It is added, that the truth and sincerity of faith is evidenced, as well as the grace

of faith wrought, by the Spirit. This also is a blessing promised in the covenant

of grace. Hereby we are enabled to discern our interest in Christ, and our right

to all the blessings which accompany salvation. In this respect, ' the secret of the

Lord is with them that fear him, and he shows them his covenant.'* He discovers

to them, not only that there is such a dispensation of grace in general, but that

tliey have a right to the blessings promised in it ; and accordingly ' seals them
mi to the day of redemption.' ^ They are thus enabled to walk comfortably, as

II Zeeh. xii. 10. o Isa. xliv. 3. p Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27. q 2 Cor. iv. 13.

r Gal. V. 22, 23. s Acts xv. 9. t Gal. v. 6. u Rora. xvi. 26.

X Psal. XXV. 14. y Eph. iv. 30.
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knowing in whom they have believed, and are induced to the greatest thankfulness,
as those who are under tht3 highest obligations to God, who promises and bestows
tliese blessings, and all others whereby his grace is abundantly manifested in this

covenant.

THE ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

Question XXXIII. Was the covenant of grace always administered after one and the same
manner

f

Answer. The covenant of grace was not always administered after the same manner; but the
administrations of it, under the Old Testament, were different from those under the New.

Question XXXIV. How was the covenant of grace administered under the Old Testament?

Answer. The covenant of grace was administered under the Old Testament, by promises, pro-
phecies, sacrifices, circumcision, tlie passover, and other types and ordinances, which did all fore-
signify Christ then to come, and were, for that time, sufficient to build up the elect in faitli in the
promised Messiah, by whom they then had full remission of sin, and eternal salvation.

Question XXXV. How is the covenant of grace administered under the New Testament ?

Answer. Under the New Testament, when Christ the substance was exhibited, the same cove-
nant of grace was, and still is to be, administered in the preaching of the word, and the admini<.
tratioii of the sacraments of baptism, and the Lord's supper, in which grace and salvation is held
forth in more fulness, evidence, and efficacy, to all nations.

Having considered the nature of the covenant in whicli God has promised salva-
tion to his people, and how his grace is manifested in it, we proceed to speak con-
cerning the various dispensations of it, or the way in which God has been pleased,
from time to time, to discover and apply the blessings contained in it, for the en-
couragement of his people to hope for salvation. This he has done * at sundry
times, and in divers manners. ''^ The first method of administration was before
Christ's incarnation ; the other, in all succeeding ages, to continue to the end of
the world.

The Administration of the Covenant under the Old Testament.

Let us consider, then, how the covenant of grace was administered under the
Old Testament. [See Note 3 I, page 470.] As God has always, even in the earli-
est ages, had a church in the world, which has been the seat of his special presence,
and lieen favoured with the displays of his glory ; so he has made known and apr
plied to them the blessings of salvation, or the promises of this covenant in which
they are contained. How he has done so, is particularly considered in this Answer.
Here there is something supposed, namely, that it was absolutely necessary, for
the salvation of the elect, that God should, some way or other, reveal Christ to
them, by whom tliey were to obtain remission of sins. He was to be the object of
their faith, as well as the fountain of their blessedness ; and this he could not have
been, unless God had taken some methods to lead the world into the knowledge of
his Person, and of that work he designed to engage in, whereby they wlio lived be-
fore his incarnation might be encouraged to look for the benefits which he would
procure by what he was to do and sutler. Now, that he has done so, and that the
ni(;thod which he has taken was sufficient to build up his elect in the faith of the
promised Messiah, is what we are particularly to consider.

I. We shall first show that God revealed Christ, and the blessings of the cove-
nant of grace, to his church of old. There were two ways by which he did this.

One was by express words, or by an intimation given from heaven, that the Mes-
siah, the I'rince of life, should, in the fulness of time, take our nature and dwell
among us,—and that what lie was then to be and do, sliould be conducive to the
salvation of those who lived before his incarnation, as much as though he had ap-
peared from the beginning of the world. The other method was by types, or sig-

B Ileb. i. 1.
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nificant ordinances, which were only different ways of discovering the same impor-

tant doctrines.

1. God revealed Christ to come to the Old Testament church, by promises and
prophecies. He did this, that, though they were not at that time to behold

him as manifested in the flesh, they might take a view of him by faith ; and
that he might be rendered the object of their desire and expectation, so that his

coming might be no unlooked for event, but the accomplishment of those promises

and predictions which related to it. Thus God told Abraham, not only that he
should be blessed with a numerous offspring, but that, ' in his seed,' that is, in the

Messiah, who should descend from him, ' all the nations of the earth should be

blessed.' He likewise said to Israel, by Moses, ' The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet, from among thy brethren, like unto me ; unto him ye shall

hearken.'^ In following ages, also, there were promises and predictions which gave

farther light concerning the person and offices, the sufferings and glory of the

Messiah. Accordingly, it is said, ' To him gave all the prophets witness.'"^ The
prophet Isaiah is so express, in the account he gives of this matter, that he is

styled by some, the evangelical prophet. What he says concerning him, is as

particular as if it had been an history of what was past, rather than a prophecy of

what was to come. He foretells that he should 'be born,' or 'given' as a public

blessing to the world ; and describes him, not only as having ' the government up-

on his shoulders,' but as having the perfections of the divine nature, which discover

him fit for that important trust. He styles him, ' Wonderful, Counsellor, the

mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. ''^ As he speaks of his

birth, so he intimates that he should be 'born of a virgin.'*^ He describes him®

as condescending to bear our sins, as standing in our room and stead, designing

hereby to make atonement for them. He speaks of him, as ' brought like a lamb
to the slaughter,' and ' cut off out of the land of the living, making his grave with

the wicked, and with the rich in his death.' He states that, after this, ' he should

prolong his days,' and that the consequence should be glorious to himself, and of

the highest advantage to his people. He also describes him elsewhere,* in a most
elegant manner, as one triumphing over conquered enemies, ' travelling,' or pur-

suing his victories, 'in the greatness of his strength,' and making it appear that he

is 'mighty to save.' Another prophet speaks of him as 'a Branch' that should

grow out of the root or stock of David, when it was almost dead and dry, and that

he should set up a more glorious throne, and exercise a government over his people

in a spiritual way.? The prophet Micah gives us an account of the very place of

his birth ; and speaks of Bethlehem, as rendered famous and renowned by his be-

ing born therein 'who should be a Ruler in Israel,' though otherwise it was 'little

among the thousands of Judah.'^ Another prophet signifies that he should come
at a time when God would 'shake all nations,' that is, fill the world with civil

commotions, and cause it to feel the sad effects of those wars whereby the king-

doms of the world had been disjointed, and many of them broken in pieces. ' Then,'

says the prophet, ' the Desire of all nations shall come, and fill his house,' that is,

the second temple, 'with glory.'' The prophet Daniel speaks of him as the Mes-
siah, or Christ, the character by which he was most known when he was on earth;

and gives a chronological account of the time when he should come, and ' be cut

off, though not for himself,' and hereby 'confirm the covenant,' and, at the same
time, 'cause the .sacrifice and oblation,' that is, the ordinances of the ceremonial

law, 'to cease,' and so make way for another dispensation of the covenant, namely,

that which we are under, which was to succeed in the room of the other.

2. The covenant of grace was administered also by the various types and ordi-

nances of the ceremonial law. These were all significant signs of that grace which

should be displayed in the gospel, and which was to be obtained by Christ. Many
of the types and ordinances were instituted before the whole body of the ceremonial

law was given from mount Sinai. The first we read of was that of sacrifices, which
were offered in the first ages of the world ; whereby mankind had an early intima-

a Deut. xviii. 15. b Acts x. 43. c Isa. ix. 6. d Chap. vii. 14. e Chap. liii.

f Chap. Ixiii. 1, &c. g Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. h Micah v. 2. i Hag. ii. 7>
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tion given them of the blood of the covenaut, which should be shed to expiate sin.

After this, circumcision was instituted. It was tirst given to Abraham, as a visi-

ble mark or ' token of the covenant,' immediately before the birth of Isaac, the
promised seed, at the time wlien God was pleased to enter into covenant with him ;^

and it was continued in the cliurch, tlirougliout all generations, till our iSaviour's
time ; and is explained by the apostle, as having been a sign or ' seal of the righte-
ousness of faith.'* Another type was the passover. This was instituted in com-
memoration of Israel's departure out of Egypt ; and had in it many significant
rites and ceremonies, whereby our redemption by Christ was set forth. On this
account, the apostle calls him 'our Passover, who is sacx-iticed for us;''" and, in
allusion to it, he is styled, ' The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin ol the
world,'" There were many other ceremonial ordinances or types which God gave
to the Jewish nation, which were significant representations ol the grace that was
to be displayed in the gospel. As is stated in this Answer, they loresignified
Christ then to come ; or as the apostle expresses it, tliey were ' a shadow of good
things to come.'*^ They all pointed at the grace of the covenant, or the accom-
plislunent of what was to be performed by Christ after his incarnation. This, how-
ever, will be more particularly considered, when we speak, under a following An-
swer,!* of the ceremonial law, as distinguished from tlie moral. At present, we
shall only consider the types in general, and their reference to the grace of the
covenant, whereby the Old Testament church were led into the knowledge of the
Messiah then to come, together with what he was to do and sulier, in order to pur-
chase and apply the blessmgs of this covenant to his people.

Here we shall show tliat there were typical ordinances under the ceremonial law.
This we are obliged to maintain against those who have advanced several things
relating to the origin of the ceremonial law, which tend very much to divest it of
its spirituality and giory.i They assert, that all the rites and ordinances of that
law were derived from the Egyptians ; that they were observed by them before they
were known and received by the church ; and that the reason why God accommo-
dated his law to them, was that he knew how tenacious they were of that religion
in wliich they had been trained in Egypt, and how difficult it would be for them wholly
to lay it aside, and to adopt another way of worship altogether foreign to it. They
day, however, that he cut otf or separated from it every thing which was idolatrous,
and adapted other things to the Egyptian mode of worship wliich he thought most
conducive to his glory. But though lie commanded his people, when they left
Egypt, to borrow vessels of silver and gold to be used in the service they were to
perlorm in the wilderness ; far be it from us to suppose, that God, in ordaining
the ceremonial law, borrowed any part of it from the Egyptians. It is true, there
were rites of worship used by the Egyptians, and other nations, which had some
affinity with the divine law, and were received by them, in common with other
heatlien nations, by tradition, from the church in former ages. JSor can it be
denied, that the Israelites sometimes corrupted the worship of God, by introduc-
ing some things mto it which were practised by neighbouring nations. But tk>d
gave no countenance to this matter, by accommodating his law to theirs. Since,
however, this has been purposely and largely insisted on, with much learning and
judgment, by others,*- I shall pass it over.—There are others, who make farther
advances, tending to overthrow that which appears to be the main design of the
ceremonial law, together with the spiritual meaning of it. These conclude that
tlie main end of God's giving it to the Jews was its being necessary that there
should be some form of worship erected ; that had it not been given them, they
would have invented one of their own, or practised that which they had received
from the Egyptians

; and that the more pompous and ceremonious it was, and espe-
cially the nearer it came to that of neighbouring nations, it would the more readily
be received and complied with. They conclude, also, that there was no design
111 it to typify or shadow forth Christ or the blessings of the covenant of grace

;and that the things enjoined by it were commanded duties,* whereby the people

k Gen, xvii, 9, 10. 1 Rom. iv. 11. m 1 Cor, v. 7. i. John i. 29. o Heli x I

p isee Qu. St. xvn q Vid. Spencer, (ie Leg. Hebr, ; et ejusd. Dissert, de Uriin et Tliummim •

et Mttishuwii Can. Chroii. r V.d, W'lisii ^gvptiaca s Pisecepta observantis.'
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•were to be kept employed, but not typical ordinances. But it is very strange that any

who have read some explanations of the ceremonial law occasionally mentioned iu

the Old Testament, and especially the large comment on it, given by the apostle,

in his epistle to the Hebrews, should embrace this opinion.

Whatever ordinances were typical, respected Christ, his person, his offices, the grace

of the covenant, and the way of salvation by him. I cannot approve, therefore, of

what I occasionally meet with in some ancient commentators and modern writers,

who sometimes speak of things being typical of other things besides Christ and

what relates to the work of redemption. Some, for example, speak of the noto-

riously wicked persons mentioned in scripture, as Cain, Pharaoh, and others, as

tj^pes of the devil ; and of Antiochus Epiphanes, as a type of Antichrist. Others

speak of some things as types of gospel-ordinances : they call circumcision a type

of baptism, and the passover a type of the Lord's Supper. Several writers

amongst the Papists, also suppose that the bread and wine which were brought

forth by Melchizedek to Abraham, were a type of the Eucharist, as they call the

ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Others speak of Noah's being saved in the ark

from the deluge, as a type of baptism. These are misled by a mistaken sense of

the word used by the apostle when, after having spoken of Noah's being saved in

the ark, he says, ' The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us,'*

«fec. But the meaning of the Greek word" is not that this was a type of baptism,

but that it signified, as baptism also doth, that salvation which wo have by Christ.

When we consider what was typified by the ordinances under the ceremonial

law, we must avoid two extremes, namely, that of those who make more types than

the Holy Ghost designed in scripture, and that of others who will not acknowledge

many things to be types which plainly appear to be so. The former give too great

scope to their wit and fancy, when they reckon every thing to be a type which

may be adapted to Christ and the gospel-state. They, accordingly, suppose many
persons, and actions done by them, to be typical, which it is hard to prove were

designed to be so, or were looked upon as such by the Old Testament church. It

would be a difficult matter, for example, to prove that Samson, especially in any

other respect than as he was a Nazarite, was a type of Christ. But if it could be

proved, that the success he sometimes had in his skirmishes with the Philistines

was a type of Christ's victories over his and our enemies
;
yet it does not appear,

though soine have extended the parallel so far, that his carrying the door and posts

of the gate of Gaza to the top of a hill which is before Hebron,^ signifies Christ's

resurrection. And it is abominable when any one supposes, as some have unwarily

done, that his loving a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.^

was a type of Christ's loving the Gentile church. But as I would not give any
occasion to conclude that I have light thoughts of the performance of some, who
have explained many tilings, which they call types, in scripture, with a very honest

and good design to lead the world into the knowledge of several great gospel-

truths, I shall take leave to distinguish between those things which were plainly

designed in scripture to be types, and some others which, though it does not appear

that they were looked upon as such by the Old Testament church, may be accom-

modated to illustrate or explain some doctrines contained in the gospel. If any one

call these methods of illustration types, because there is some analogy or resem-

blance between them and Christ or the benefits of the covenant, they may extend

their illustrations as far as they please ; I will not contend with them. It is not

their saying that such and such things are similitudes by which Christ may be set

forth, but their asserting that tliese similitudes were designed by God to be ordi-

nances for the faith of his church, to lead them into the knowledge of Christ,

which I militate against, when I suppose that some are chargeable with an extreme

in extending this matter too far, which, it is certain, many have done.

But this may give occasion to inquire when we may determine that a thing is de-

signed by God, to be a type of Christ and the grace of the covenant. Now, as to

persons, or, as it is commonly expressed, personal types, though I cannot say that

every one whose life and actions bear a very great resemblance to some things which

t 1 Pet. iii. SI. u ctfnrvirof. x Judges xvi. 3. y Ver. 4.
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arc remarkable in the life of Christ, is a type of him, in any other sense than as

wo aro led, by the analogy or resemblance of things, to speak of it in a way of

accommoflation or illustration ; yet we have some directions given us, by which we
may conclude some persons to be types of Christ. One of these is, when he is called

by their name. Thus our Saviour's being called David, in several scriptures,"

and David's speaking in the Person of our Saviour in several of his Psalms, seem
to intimate that he was looked upon, by the church in his day, as a type of Christ.

Moses also seems to imply as much concerning himself, when he speaks of Christ,

as a 'Prophet, wllom the Lord God should raise up from among their brethren;'

for ho adds, that he should be ' like unto him,* and consequently typified by him.*

The apostle seems to intimate this when he compares Moses and Christ in point

of faithfulness, that ' the one was faithful as a servant ' in God's house, the other
• as a Son over his own house.'''—Again, when any remarkable actions were done
by persons mentioned in scripture wiiich were allowed to be typical, it follows

that the persons who were appointed to be God's ministers in doing them were
types of Christ. Accordingly, we may conclude Joshua to have been reckoned by
Israel a type of Christ, in leading them into the land of Canaan, upon the same
ground that they regarded that land as a type of the gospel-rest, which we are

brought to by Christ. For the same reason, Solomon might be called a type of

Christ, as he built the temple, which was reckoned, by the Jews, a type of God's
presence, in a way of grace with his people. There arc also other passages in

scripture which might be referred to as proof that he was a type of Christ.*^—More-
over, nothing is more evident, than that the priests under the law, who were
ministers in holy things, and tlie high priest, in a way of eminency, were types of

Christ. They are so considered in the explanation of the types given in the
epistle to the Hebrews. They appear to have been so, from the fact that their

ministry was typical, or that the gifts or sacrifices which they oflFered were types of

what was offered by Christ for our redemption.
There were also types called real, or things done, as ordinances designed to signify

the grace of the covenant. These were either occasional or stated. The former
were designed for types, at the times when the things were performed ; but do not
appear to have been so in succeeding ages. Such were the passage of the Israel-

ites through the Red sea, their being under the cloud, their eating manna in the

wilderness, and their drinking the water which came out of the rock. All these

things are expressly mentioned by the apostle as types.'' We may add to them the
brazen serpent, which was plainly a type of Christ, and which, as such, was ap-
plied by our Saviour to himself.^ But all these were occasional types, or were
ordinances to the church no longer than the action was continued. There were
other things, however, which seemed to be standing types or ordinances, in all

successive ages, till Christ, the Antitype, came. Such were circumcision, the
passover, sacrifices, and other rites of worship, used in the temple-service. These
things being expressly mentioned in scripture as types, we have ground to determine
them to be so.

II. We arc now to consider, that the method which God took in the administra-
tion of the covenant of grace, under the Old Testament, was sufficient to build up
his elect in the faith of the promised Messiah. There were, indeed, many types
given to the church ; but these would not have led them into the knowledge of

Christ, and of salvation to be obtained by him, unless God had taken some method
to explain them. They had not a natural tendency to signify Christ, and the bless-

ings of tlic covenant of grace, as words, according to the common sense of them,
have to make known the ideas they convey. Their signification was, for the most
l)art, if not altogether, instituted, or annexed to them by the divine appointment

;

and many of them had not the least resemblance, in themselves, to what they were
ordained to signify. It was necessary, 'therefore, that they should be explained.
W^e may say the same thing of a type which is said of a parable ; for both are

z Hos. iii. 5. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. a Deut. xviii. 13. b Heb. iii. 2, 5, 6. c See Psal.
lixii. the title, compared with the scope of the psalm, which speaks of Christ in the person of Solo-
mon, d 1 Cor. X. 1, 3, 4. compared with ver. 11. e Johji iii. 14.
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figurative representations of some less known ideas which are designed to be con-

veyed by them. Now a parable is styled, by the psalmist, ' a dark saying ;' ^ and,

by the prophet Ezekiel, 'a riddle.' e Our Saviour, speaking of it in this sense,

tells his disciples that ' unto them it was given to know the mysteries of the king-

dom of God, but to others in parables.'^ They are elsewhere opposed to a plain

way of speaking ; as when the disciples say, ' Now speakest thou plainly, and

speakest no proverb, ' ^ or parable, as the word is rendered in the margin. When
Nathan reproved David for his sin, in the matter of Uriah, he first represented it

by a parable, taken from the rich man's robbing the poor man of his ewe-lamb.

The meaning of this, before he explained it, was not understood by David ',^ but

when he told him, ' Thou art the man' intended hereby, it was as evident to him

as if he had made use of the most significant words. The same may be said con-

cerning types under the Old Testament dispensation. They would have been un-

intelligible, had there been no explanation annexed to them, whereby their spiritual

meaning might be understood. And if we consider them as a part of religious

worship, we cannot suppose that that consisted only in some bodily exercises, such

as killing of beasts, sprinkling the blood, &c. ; for that is no part of religion, any

otherwise than as it refers to things in which religious worship more immediately

consists, and leads the faith of those who are engaged in it into the knowledge of

these.

But this argument having been insisted on elsewhere, ^ and the necessity of God's

leading his church into the meaning of the ceremonial law having been considered

and proved from the divine goodness, and a brief account having been given of the

method which God took to lead them into it, which tends to obviate any objection

that might be made against it, we shall only observe, at present, that as there is

a very clear explanation given of the ceremonial law, in several places of the New
Testament, so there are some expressions used in the Old which seem to refer to

its spiritual meaning. Now, if it be allowed, as there is ample reason to do, that

the church had then an intimation given them, either by some hints contained in

scripture, or by some other methods of revelation, that there was a spiritual mean-
ing affixed to the ceremonial law, it follows that they might easily have applied

a general direction to particular instances, and have attained a very great degree

of the knowledge of the spiritual meaning of these types and ordinances. That this

may farther appear, let it be considered that they were led into several doctrines

relating to the Messiah, and the ofiices which he was to execute as Mediator, by
express words. These were such that they must have been given up to a very

great degree of judicial blindness, as the Jews are at this day, if they could not

understand by them many of those great truths which relate to the way of salva-

tion by Christ. Now, if they were led into them by this more plain inethod, they

might easily accommodate the typical ordinances to it ; so that the one would be

a key to the other. Thus, when they were told by the prophet Isaiah, of the

Messiah's ' bearing the iniquity' of his people, or of * the Lord's laying on him the

iniquity of us all,'"' they might easily understand that the same thing was signified

by some rites used in sacrificing ; as the priest laying his hand on the head of the

sacrifice before he slew it, and the sacrifice being, in consequence, said ' to bear the

iniquity of the congregation.'" They could not be at a loss as to the spiritual

meaning of this ; and when we read elsewhere such expressions as plainly refer to

the thing signified by some ceremonial ordinances, such as, ' the circumcision of

the heart,' ° ' the calves of tlie lips,'? 'the sacrifice of thanksgiving, '
"i and many

others of a similar nature, it cannot reasonably be supposed that they were wholly

strangers to their meaning. The types and ordinances, therefore, were, in an ob-

jective way, sufficient to build them up in the faith of the Messiah.

This being considered, it may very evidently be inferred that, as is farther observed,

they had full remission of sins and eternal life. It is not necessary to suppose,

with some of the Pelagians and Socinians, that they might be saved without the

f Paal. Ixxviii. 2. g Ezek. xvii. 2. h Luke viii. 10. i John xvi. 29.

, k '2 Sam. xii. 1—6. 1 See under Quest, iii. m Is<i. liii. 4, 6. n licv. iv. 4. compared
with Chiip. xvi. 21, 22. o Di ut. xxx. G. p Hos. xiv. 2. q Psal. cxvi. 17.
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knowledge of Christ; nor, with the Papists, that they were incapable of salvation,

till Christ came and preached to them after his death, and discharged them from
the prison in which they were detained ; nor with some among the Protestants,

that the bondage of the Old Testament church was such that they were not fully

justified, but lay under a perpetual dread of the wrath of God, and so had not
complete forgiveness. This last opinion we often meet with in the writings of many
who, in other respects, explain the doctrine of the covenant of grace in a very un-
exceptionable way. Here I cannot but observe, what is well known by those who
live in the United Netherlands, that this matter has been debated with so much
warmth in those parts, as to have occasioned divisions and misunderstandings
among divines, wlio, in other respects, have adhered to, and well defended the doc-

trines of tlie go«;pel against those who have opposed them. The judicious and
learned Cocceius, whom I cannot but mention with the greatest respect, who lived

about the middle of the last century, has been and is now followed by many divines

in those particular modes of explaining this doctrine which he makes use of. Ilis

sentiments, indeed, about this matter, were not wholly new ; but having written

commentaries on several parts of scripture, he takes occasion to explain great num-
bers of texts, agreeably to that particular scheme which he maintains. While,
on the one hand, he runs great lengths, in explaining what he reckons to be scrip-

ture-types and predictions, and thereby gives great scope to his wit and fancy ; on
the other hand, he extends the terror, bondage, and darkness which the church
was under, during the legal dispensation, farther than can well be justified, and
advances several things, in defending and explaining his scheme, whicli many
divines, who do not give in to his way of thinking, have excepted against. Instead
of making but two dispensations of the covenant of grace, according to the commonly
received opinion, he supposes that there wore three.'" The first, he says, was from
God's giving to our first parents immediately after they iell, the promise, relating

to the seed of the woman that should break the serpent's head, to his delivering
the law from mount Sinai. This dispensation, he adds, had nothing of terror or
bondage in it, any more than the dispensation which we are under ; and he sup-
poses that the church had clearer discoveries of Christ, and the blessings of the
covenant, than they had after Moses' time. The second dispensation he says was
that which was established when God gave Israel the law from mount Sinai. This
he generally describes as a yoke which they could hardly bear, and sometimes as

a curse, a rigorous dispensation, in which there was a daily remembrance of sin.

The reason which he assigns for God's exercising this severity, and shutting them up
in a judicial way under terror, darkness, and bondage, is that they revolted from
him, by worshipping the golden calf, a little before the law was given. On this

occasion, he says, God put a vail upon his ordinances, covered the mysteries of the
gospel by types, and, at the same time, did not lead them into their meaning ; and
this, as was before observed, would liave a tendency to leave them in a state of
darkness, as to the great doctrines which were signified by these types and ordi-

nances of the ceremonial law. This he supposes to be the meaning of what the
apostle says concerning the double vail ; one put on the things themselves, the other
on the hearts of the Jews. He says that both these were typified by the vail which
Moses put over his face ;^ and that this darkness was attended with distress and
terror of conscience, whereby they were, as the apostle says elsewhere, 'all their

life-time subject to bondage,'*—words which he explains to refer to the church of
the Jews under the legal dispensation. He adds, that all this continued as
long as that dispensation lasted, or till it was succeeded by the third, or gospel-dis-

pensation which wo are under ; whereby the church was delivered from this yoke,
which 'neither they nor their fathers were able to bear.'

Now, they who follow this scheme seem to make the terror, bondage, and dark-
ness which the church was under, greater tliau they ought to do ; for I humbly
conceive that all those scriptures which they refer to for proof, are to be taken,

r The first he and his followers call, * Oeconomia promissionis,' or 'aiite-legalis ;' the second,
' Oecoiiomia legalis;' the third. ' Oeconomia evangelica.'

s 2 Cor. iii. 13—15. t Heb. ii. 13.

I. 3n



466 THE ADMINISTRATIONS OF

not in an absolute, but in a comparative sense. It is one thing to say, that this

dispensation was less bright and comfortable than the present dispensation is ; and
another thing to say, that it was so dark and comfortless as they generally repre-

sent it to be.—I cannot but think, as I have already observed, that the church of

Israel had a clearer discerning of the meaning of the ordinances of the cei'emonial

law, than these divines will allow them to have had ; or at least, that the vail which

was upon their hearts, principally respected a part of them, and that in some par-

ticular ages, not in every age, of the Jewish church. For some of the Old Testa-

ment saints seem to have discovered a great degree of light in the doctrines of the

gospel ; as appears more especially from several of the Psalms of David, and some
of the writings of the prophets.—Again, whatever degree of judicial blindness the

church of the Jews might be exposed to for sin, it does not clearly appear that it

was inflicted on them as a punishment for worshipping the golden calf at the foot

of mount Sinai. There were several instances of idolatry and apostacy from God
which gave occasion to it ; and when they repented of, and were reformed from

these, the effects of his wrath were taken away. We are not to suppose, therefore,

that the ceremonial law was given, at first, as a yoke or curse laid on them for this

sin in particular.—Nor are we to extend the bondage and darkness of the cere-

monial law so far with respect to any of them, as to suppose, tliat, under that dis-

pensation, they had not full remission of sin. The contrary of this seems to be

stated in several scriptures. Thus it is said, ' Blessed is he whose transgression

is forgiven, whose sin is covered ; blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth

not iniquity.'" 'There is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.'*

' Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all

that call upon thee ; thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast

covered all their sin.'y 'Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity,

and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage ? he retaineth

not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again,

he will have compassion upon us ; he will subdue our iniquities ; and thou wilt

cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.'^ These and similar scriptures

seem so plainly to overthrow this part of their scheme, that they are obliged, in

defence of it, to understand them all as containing only a prediction of that bless-

edness which the New Testament church should receive, and not as describing a
privilege which was enjoyed under the legal dispensation. This I cannot but think

to be an evasive perversion of the sense of the scriptures just referred to, and others

of a similar nature. It is plain that the apostle, referring to one of them, namely,

the words of the psalmist,'^ says that therein David ' describes the blessedness

that Cometh not on the circumcision only,' that is, not only on the Jews, 'but on

the uncircumcision also,' that is, the gospel-church. This is a plain argument, that

the blessedness which accompanies forgiveness, -was a privilege which the Old Tes-

tament church enjoyed, and not merely a promise of what the New Testament church

was to expect. The apostle's reasoning is as if it had been said, * Were the Old
Testament chui'ch the only blessed persons in enjoying forgiveness ? No; as they

formerly enjoyed it, so we who beheve are made partakers of the same privilege.'

We may add, that, in consistency with their scheme, the followers of Cocceius

entertain some unwarrantable notions about the justification of the Old Testament

church. Some say that it was less full ; others, which is a more unguarded way
of speaking, that it was less true.'' Agreeably to their opinion, the latter suppose

that the Old Testament church had no other ideas of the doctrine of justification,

than as implying the divine forbearance, or not punishing sin ; though they had a
perpetual dread that it would be punished at last, and no comfortable sense of the

forgiveness of it.'^ But this is certainly to extend the terror and bondage of that

dispensation farther than we have just ground from scripture to do, whatever turns

u Psal. xxxii. 1,2. x Psal. cxxx. 4. y P.«al. Ixxxvi. 5. and Ixxxv. 2.

z Micah vii. 18, 19. a Rom. iv. G. compared with ver. 9. b Minus plena, or minus vera.

< For the proof of this, they often refer to that scripture, Rom. iii. 25, in which it is said,

• Whom God hath set forth to he a propitiation, to declare his righteousness, for the remission of

sins that are past, through,' or after, 'the forluarance ot God.' This they suppose to contain an

intimation of the privilege which the gospel church enjoyed, namely, remission ol sins; that while.
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they give to several texts in its defence. We must conclude, therefore, as is ob-

served in this Answer, that the Old Testament church had full remission of sins,

as well as eternal salvation.

The Administration of the Covenant under the New Testament,

We are now to consider the covenant of grace, as administered under the New
Testament. This is the dispensation of it which we are under, and is to continue

to the end of the world, and which, by waj of eminence, w'o call the gospel-

dispensation. Concerning this dispensation, it is observed that it began when
Christ, the substance, was exhibited.

1. He is called the substance of it, without anj particular limitation*of the word.

We may understand that he was the substance of the ceremonial law, as all the

promises and types of it had a peculiar reference to him :
' To him give all the pro-

phets witness.'*^ Or he may be considered as the substance of the New Testament
dispensation, the great topic of the minstry of the gospel. The apostle speaks of
' Christ crucified,' as the principal thing which 'he determined to know,' or insist

on, in the exercise of his ministry. He said this with good I'cason ; for all gospel

doctrines were designed to lead us to him, and set forth his glory, as the fountain

and author of our salvation.^ The seals of the new covenant also, namely, bap-

tism and the Lord's Supper, signify that salvation which we enjoy and hope for by
Christ, our consecration to him, and our communion with him. He is truly styled

the substance of both the dispensations of the covenant. The former looked for-

ward, and pointed out Christ to come, as the object of the church's desire and ex-

pectation ; the latter represents him as having come, and as being the object of

our joy and thankfulness, for the blessings which he has procured for us.

2. This leads us to consider when it was that the New Testament dispensation

commenced. This is here said to be upon Christ's being exhibited. Christ's ex-

hibition either implies his public appearing when he ' was made flesh, and dwelt
amongst us,' or it has a particular respect to the time when he entered on his public

ministry, and went about doing good, confirming his mission by uncontested
miracles. This he did immediately after liis baptism ; whereby he appeared to be
the person whose coming the prophets had foretold, and whom John the Baptist had
pointed at, and given* the world ground to expect that he would immediately show
himself to them in a public manner. This appearing of Christ was like the sun's

rising after a night of darkness ; and in some respects, the gospel-dispensation

might be said to begin then. Nevertheless, in propriety of speaking, it could not
be said fully to commence till Christ's resurrection. Then it was that the cere-

monial law ceased, all the types and ordinances of it having had their accomplish-
ment in him. Thus the prophet Daniel speaks first of Christ's ' being cut ott',' and
thereby 'confirming the covenant,' and then of 'the sacrifice and oblation ceasing.'^

AVhen that dispensation was at an end, the gospel-dispensation immediately
succeeded it. [See note 3 K, page 470.]

3. We are now to consider how the two dispensations differ. They were, indeed,

the same in substance, both before and since the coming of Christ. This we ob-

served, when we considered that the covenant of grace, notwithstanding the different

dispensations of it, is but one. Besides, the blessings promised in the covenant
were the same, namely, redemption through the blood of Christ, and complete sal-

vation by him. He was the Mediator and fountain of all that happiness which his

under the legal dispensation, there was nothing else apprehended but the forbearance of God,
so that the Old Testament church bad ira^iaiv i^ajr/wv, the New Testament chiircli had m^tfi*. They
all suppose, too, that they looked upon Christ as * Fidc-jussor,' and not as ' Expromissor.' These
are terms used in the civil law. The former signifit s a person's undertaking to be a surety, and, at
the same time, leaving the creditor at his liiierty to exact the de'iit eitiier of him or ot the debtor
himself ; while ' Expromissor' signifies a person's undertaking to be a surety, in so full and large a

sense that the debtor is discharged. Hence, say they, as the Old Testament church did not clearly

know that God would discharge them, by virtue of Christ's undertaking to be a surety, but con-
eluded that be might exact the debt either of him or of them, there was a foundation laid for that
terror and bondage to which they were perpetuallv subject.

d Acts X. 43. e 2 Cor. i. 23;' chap. ii. 2. f Dan. ix. 26, 27.
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people enjoyed, either before or after bis incarnation. Still, bowever, tbe way of

administering this covenant under tbe gospel-dispensation differs from tbe former

One difference is, that, before tbe gospel- dispensation, it was predicted and sig-

nified tbat Christ should come ; and, hence, tbe Old Testament church waited for

his appearing. Accordingly, they are represented as saying, ' Until the day Inoak,

and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe, or a young hart

upon the mountains of Bether.'s But the New Testament church adores and magni-

fies him, as having appeai'ed 'to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,' and there-

by fully to accomplish the work of our redemption. In the preaching of tbe gos-

pel, he is represented as ' having abolished death, and brought life and immortality

to light,' and done every thing for us which is necessary to bring about our redemp-

tion. This is signified also by the sacraments of tbe New Testament, baptism and
tbe Lord's Supper ; which, though they may be justly called gospel-types, or ex-

ternal signs of Christ and the blessings of the covenant of grace, yet differ from tbe

types under the ceremonial law, not only in the matter of them, but in their refer-

ring to the work of redemption as fully accomplished by him, which the ceremonial

law could not, from the nature of the thing, be said to have done.

The gospel-dispensation further differs from the legal, and very much excels it,

as grace and salvation are therein held forth in more fulness, evidence, and efficacy,

to all nations. The apostle,'^ when comparing the two dispensations, calls the

one 'the ministration of death,' or 'condemnation,' and describes it as now 'done

away,' and as what, while it continued, was 'glorious;' the other be calls 'the

ministration of the Spirit,' or ' of righteousness,' and speaks of it as 'excelling in

glory.' Whether the former is styled, 'the ministration of death,' because of the

terrible manner in which the law was given from mount Sinai, on which occasion

tbe people said to Moses, ' Let not God speak with us,' in such a way, ' any more,

lest we die,' or whether it is so styled in reference to the many curses and threat-

enings, denounced in that dispensation to deter tbe people from sin, we will not de-

termine. But it is certain, that tbe apostle speaks of the gospel-dispensation, as

excelling in glory ; and this is tbe principal thing which we are now to consider.

Now the gospel-dispensation excels, inasmuch as grace and salvation are therein

held forth with greater clearness or etidence. This we may truly say, without

supposing tbe legal dispensation to have been so dark, that none of the church, in any
age of it, could see Christ and the way of salvation by him to be signified by any
of its types or ordinances. We may observe, tbat, when the apostle speaks of that

dispensation, he does not say absolutely that it had no glory, but tbat ' it had no
glory in this respect, by reason of,' or compared with, ' tbe glory that excelleth.'

Now the gospel-dispensation excels the legal, as to its clearness or fulness of evi-

dence, in that tbe accomplishment of the predictions, or tbe making good of tbe

promises of redemption and salvation by Christ, affords greater evidence of tbe truth

and reality of tliese blessings, than the mere giving of the promises could be said

to do. For though the one gave them the expectation, the other put them into actual

possession, when Christ, the substance, was, as was before observed, exhibited,

and the ceremonial law had its accomplishment in him.

Again, under tlie gospel-dispensation, the grace and salvation revealed in it,

are attended with greater efficacy. For the greatest part of tbe Old Testament
church, through the blindness of their minds, and the hardness of their hearts,

were not so much disposed as they ouglit, especially in some ages, to inquire into,

or endeavour to attain a clearer discerning of, tbe spiritual meaning of tbe cere-

monial institutions ; and in consequence of this, there was but a small remnant of

them who obtained mercy to be faithful, who rejoiced to see Christ's day, and em-
braced the promises which they beheld afar oft'. After the commencement of tbe

gospel-dispensation, on tlie other hand, 'the word of the Lord had free course, and
was more eminently glorified ' in those places where it was made known.

This will more clearly appear if we consider, further, that the gospel-dispensa-

tion excelled in glory, in regard to extent. It was under this dispensation that tbe

g Cant. ii. 17, h 2 Cor. iii. 7—11.
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promise was to have its accomplishment, that Christ should be 'a light to the Gen-

tiles,' and God's 'salvation unto the end of the earth ;'^ or that God would * de-

stroy the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that was spread

over all nations.''' It was then that a commission was given to 'preach the gospel

to every creature,'' or that Christ should be ' preached unto the Gentiles, and be-

lieved on in the world.'™ In this respect, the gospel-dispensation certainly ex-

celletli in glory ; and it is owing to this feature of it that we enjoy at present, the

invaluable privilege of the gospel. But if the present dispensation be reckoned

only the dawn and twilight, or the beginning of tliat glory which shall be revealed at

Christ's second coming, as grace is sometimes styled glory begun ; or if the apostle's

description of it, when he says, that ' we are come unto the heavenly Jerusalem,

and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of

the first-born, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, '"contains an intimation,

that the glory which still remains to be revealed, is nothing else but the perfection

of the present dispensation ; then we may conclude that it far excelleth all others

in glory.

From what has been said, in comparing the former and present dispensation of

the covenant of grace, we may infer the care of God extended to his church in all

ages. He never left them without the means of grace ; which, how various soever

they have been as to the matter of them, have tended to answer the same end,

namely, the leading of the church into the knowledge of Christ.—We may farther

infer the necessity of external and visible worship. This the church was never wholly

destitute of ; for then it would have ceased to have been a church.—We may in-

fer, likewise, the necessity of divine revelation, as to what respects the way of sal-

vation by Christ. We must not conclude, that the church was, at any time, with-

out some beams of gospel-light shining into it ; or that they were left, as the hea-

then are, ' to seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him ;'° or that, before

the gospel-dispensation commenced, salvation was to be obtained by adhering to

the light and dictates of nature, which discovers nothing of the way of salvation

by Jesus Christ, or of that remission of sin which is to be obtained only through

him.—Again, Christ's having been revealed to, and consequently known by, the

Old Testament church, as the promised Messiah, may give some light to our un-

derstanding what we often read in the New Testament concerning persons believ-

ing in him, upon his working miracles or using some other methods to convince

them that he was the Messiah ; when, at the same time, we do not read of any

particular discovery made to them relating to the glory of his Person and offices,

and the design of his coming into the world, which was necessary to their believ-

ing him, in a saving way, to be the Messiah. Thus when he converted the woman
of Samaria, by revealing himself to be ' that Prophet ' whom the church expected,

and by telling her some of the secret actions of her life, she immediately ' believed

in him ;'p and many of her fellow-citizens believed on him, upon the report that

she gave them of what he said.^ So, also, when he opened the eyes of the man
who was born blind, he only asked him this question, ' Dost thou believe on the

Son of God ?' and then discovered that he was the Person ; and it immediately

follows, that the man 'believed and worshipped him.'"" There are many other in-

stances of a similar nature recorded in the New Testament,—instances in which

persons believed in Christ, before he gave them a particular account of his design

in coming into the world, merely upon his working miracles, whicli gave them a

conviction that he was the Messiah. Yet faith supposes not only a conviction that

Christ is the Messiah, but a knowledge of his Person, and of the offices he was to

execute as such. Now, that the individuals in the instances referred to possessed

this knowledge, may very easily be accounted for, by supposing that the Jews had

been instructed in it, and therelore wanted no new discoveries of it. Accordingly,

they believed in him, and worshipped him, being induced to do so, by those intima-

tions which were given to them, under the Old Testament dispensation, that the

}klessiah, whenever he appeared, would be the object of faith and worship.—Fi-

i Isa. xlix. 6. k Isa. xxv. 7. 1 Mark xvi. 15. m I Tim. iii. 16. ii Heb. xii. 22,23.

o Acts xvii. 27. P Joli" iv. 18, 19, 29. q Ver. 39. r John ix. 33, 37, 38.
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nallj, the gospel being more clearly preached under the present dispensation than it

was before, tends to aggravate the sin of those who despise Christ as revealed in it.

' This is the condemnation,' says our Saviour, ' that light is come into the world,

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.'^ Before

our Saviour's incarnation, the Old Testament church might be said to reject the

covenant of promise, or not regard the gospel contained in it ; but, under the New
Testament dispensation, sinners reject the covenant of grace, as confirmed, ratified,

and sealed by the blood of Christ, and, as the apostle says, ' count the blood of the

covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing,' and therefore 'are thought

worthy of much sorer punishment. '
*

s John iii. 19. t Heb. x. 29.

[Note 3 I. The Administrations of the Covenant— ' The Administration of the Covenant under
the Testament,' is an extraordinary phrase. We showed, in a former Note, (See Note ' The Old and
the New Testaments,' under Quest, iii.) that the name ' Testament' is a mistranslation of the ori-

ginal word which it is made to represent, and utterly inapplicable to everything which thnt word
designates. But even if the name were allowable, it denotes the very thing which is denoted by
the word ' Covenant.' Even Dr. Ridgeiey, when contending for the propriety of the name, sa\8,

that it ought never to be employed to the exclusion of the word Covenant ; that the two names
designate the same thing under different phases ; and that when the one is used, the other is ne-

cessarily implied. See Sect. * The n)eaning of the word • Covenant,' under Quest, xxxi. What, then,

can we understand by 'the Adn)inistration of the Covenant under the Testament,' but just * the
administration of the Covenant under the Covenant.' Such is an instance—and there are hundreds
similar—of the gross confusion of language whuh results from the systematizing spirit of the scho-

lastic thtology. When viewed as exhibitions of the promise of eternal lile—exhibitions based on
sacrifice, and displaying the security, holiness, and grace of the promise through the blood of the
great atonement—the age before and the age after Christ are called, in scripture, ' the Old and the
New Covenant;' and when viewed as administrations of the promise, or as sytems of moral means
for explaining and enforcing it,—when viewed, the one as administering the promise by types of the
Saviour to come, and tlie other as administering it by declarations of his having actually appeared
and accomplished his work,—they are called in scripture, 'the former and the latter age,' and in

popular theology, are not inajipropriately termed 'the Mosaic and the Christian Dispensations.'

—

Ed.]
[Note 3 K. The Date ofthe Christian Dispensation.—The Jewish dispensation appears to have

been abolished at our Lord's incarnation. ' When he cometh into the world, he saith. Sacrifice

an<i offering thou wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared me. Then said I, Lo I come to do
thy will, O God. He taketh a\vay the first, that he may establish the second.' Now 'the priest-

hood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.' The change of the econ-
omy is identified with the change of priesthood, or with the Redeemer's offering sacrifice. Even
if, as some divines contend, our Lord's high priesthood did not begin till his ascension, yet his work
as ' a priest' or sacrificer—all the work which fulfilled the t\ pes of the Holy Place and the Court
of the Tabernacle—was begun at his incarnation. His making atonement extended from his birth

till his 'appearing in the presence of God for us.' It began with the first pain he felt, or the first

humiliation he endured, and did not teruiiriate till he ' entered the heavenls places,' and ' purified

tiem with his own blood.' There was no pausing point at the resurrection,—none more proper
than at his flif;ht into Eg} pt, his bHptism, his passion in the garden, or his vielding up the ghost on
the cross; nothing farther than the extraneous attestation, on the part of the Father, and the evi-

dence exhibited l)> his own display of power over death, that, as the atoning victim, "he was the
Son of God,' and possessed the energy and moral worth of the 'Eternal Spirit.' Either, therefore,

the Jewish economy was abolished when Christ 'came into the world,' when his sacrifice beyan;
or it was not aliobshed till he sat down at the right hand of God when his sacrifice was completed.
The latter opinion, so far as 1 know, is adopted by no person ; and the former one is the only al-

ternative.
• The law was given by INIoses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.' The moral law was

'given.' or re-promulgated by Christ as well as by Moses, and existed in all its force before the
ministry of either. 'Grace,' as regards the publication of the divine mercy, and 'truth,' as opposed
to error, existed, in the same way, as certainly in the oracles of Moses as in those of the Redetfm-
er. The Mosaic law was a pure, unequi\ocal, spiritual exhibition of exactly the rioctrims of the
gospel which are embodied in the discourses of Christ and the writings of his apostles. But the
former exhibited tliem iu shadow, while the latter exhibited them in substance. 'Truth' is op-
posed, in the divine word, not only to error, but also to uncertainty, anticipation, futurity, or
type. Employed to distinguish the gospel from fabe doctrine, it is opposed to htresy or fahle: but
emplo)ed to distinguish the ministry of Christ from that of Moses, or the lessons of the New
Dispensation from the ohst rvances of the Old, it is opposed merely to the rites of the t\ pical econo-
m_\. These were 'given by Moses,' while the realities which they signified 'came by Jesus Christ.'
' Judgment,' in a similar manner, often means the typical dispensation. Now, uhen did Christ
' firing; forth judgment unto truth ?' When diil he aboHsh the iconomy of t\ pes. and introduce the
economy of realities? He himself answered the qinstion when he talked with the woman of Sa-
maria: Woman,' said he, 'the hour comeili, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
Gud 111 spirit and in truth

'—when the) bhall worship iio longer through the carnal and t\ pical me-
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(lium of Mosaic ritea, but with the spiritual feelings and immediate taith of reliance on a Messiah

come, and 'sin-offering' abolished. 'Ihc woman hat! been convinced of sin; and, adyertinn: to the

lontroveisy between the Jews and the SamaritaMS, as to the acceptable phice of setking divim' re-

mission, she anxiouslv inquired whether she should make !.iri-otferiii>; at Jerusalem or on Mount

(Jerizim. IJiit Jesus toM her that the Messiah, whom all the sin-offerings tvpified, had already

come, and apparently in consequence of this—that the hour then was when true worshippers should

neither attiml typical places, nor practise topical oiiservances, hut simply exercise a spiritual and

immediate faith on the Messiah. ' Sucli.' he added, • the Fatlier seeketh to worship him.' Thus hoth

the Father's authority, atid his, seem to have de. lared that then, while he stood by the well of Jacob,

the (lispi nsiition ot types had been for < vtr done av\ay.

What but this can explain our Lord's doctrine on the subject of the Sabbath ? When the Phar-

isees aci used his disciples of profanation, lor plucking ears ol corn on that day, he replied, indeed,

that their conduct \\as justifiable, hoth by the necessity of hunger, and hy the approved example of

D^ivid ; but he add. <1, as the aniiounceinent of at once a tiew doctrine, and the chief ground of their

defi nee, ' 'I'he Son of man is l-oid also ol the Sabbath.' Here was no obscure intimation that the

economy with which the seven.th day Sahbath stood connected was already supi r^eded,— that, at

ail events, the pillars of that Sabbath had been overthrovMi, and the basis, or auihority, on which

thev rested, merged in the supreme control of the founder ot a new economy, lie who had already

appeared as 'Lord of all,'and had begun to " make all things new,' was 'Lord also of the Sabbath;'

and he could authorise an iiiiiovation on the sacredness of the seventh oay, in traversing the corn-

fields, just as truly as on the sacredness of the water of purification at the marriage-teast in Cana.

The Sabbath of the seventh day, the ceremony of ablution, and the presenting ot sin-offerings at

Jerusalem, were all identified with a dispensation which stood abolished in the eye ot God the mo-

ment 'the Son of man' appeareil.

Christ commanded a leper whom he had healed, to ' go and offer for his cleansing according to

the litw.' But • according to the law,' no leper cou/t/ be purified, till he was sprinkled seven times

with water and atoning blood. Our Lord did that by a miracle, and through his own immediate

authority, which the law pronounced impossible without the use and sanction of ceremonial rites,

liis ver\" healing of the leper was taniamount to a declaration that he had abolished the Mosaic

law, or, what was of equal impoit, tiiut he personally disregaided it. lie ordered the individual,

therefore, to offer 'tor a testimony unto them,'—to appear hetoie the priests 'according to the

law,' that they might see his healed condition to be a i)roof of the law's abolition,—an e\idence

that its observances were now proved to be unnecessary and superseded.

All the instances of Christ's apparent deference to the Mosaic ritual were similar. They either,

like the present, evinced actual inattention to tlie (UovisioiiS of the law ; or, like the oiiservance

of the passover, they exhibited him careiuUy supplanting a rite ot the Olil Testament, by a more
simple one ot the New ; or, at the farthist, tiny »ho.\eil him exposing the innovations oi the tab-

bies, and rebuking the sacrilege of the people, in corrupting the t\picid exhibitions of di\ine truth,

delacing the emblems which the Most High had set up ot the great future work of expiation, and,

in consequence, 'making the word of God ol none effect.' His grand aim, in all his allusions to

the law ol Moses, was to show that its designs were fulfilled in bis own ministry. His most terri-

ble retort upon his opponents was, ' If you believed in Moses, \e would btlieNC in me.' He con-

stantly inculcated that, had they understood the observances for which they were so zealous, they

woulii have placed their faith, and hope, and trust, directly and spiritually upon himselt. His

apostles, after his ascension, followed in the same course. They encountered the same descrip-

iion of opponents—the same foiidne.-s for a continued observance ot Mosaic rites—the same anxiety

to advocate the permanent obligation of the typical law; and they confronted ail with the same
arguments— treated all in the same method—and possibly in as many instances, showed an appa-

rent, personal, approved deference to the customs which they combated. Just as truly, then, dur-

ing the ministry of Christ, as during that of his apostles, the Mosaic dispensation was past' and

tbolished.

—

Ed.]

THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

Question XXXVl. ITAo is the Mediator of the covenant of grace f

Answeii. The only Mediator of the covenant ot grace is the Loril Jesus Christ, who being the

eternal Son ol God, oi one substance and equal with the Father, in the fulness of time became man,

an<i so was and continues to be God and Man in two entire distinct natures, and one i'eison tor ever.

Question XXXVll. How did Christ, btiny God, become Man f

Answer. Christ, the Son ot God, became M.m by taking to himself a true body, and a reason,

able soul, tie ng conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her

substance, and born of her, yet without sin.

Next to the covenant of grace, and its various aduiinistratious, wo have, iu souio

following Answers, an account of the Mediator of the covenant. He i.s set forth

in the glory of his I'erson , in the othces wliich he executes ; and in the estate iu

«rhich he either was or is, tegether with those accessions of glory with which he
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shall perfonn the last part of his work in the close of time. The first thing to be

considered is the constitution of his person, as God-man, Mediator.

Christ the only Mediator.

He is set forth as the only Mediator of the covenant of grace. How we are to

understand his being Mediator, has been already considered. It was observed, that

he did not make peace, by entreating that God would remit the debt, without giving

that satisfaction which was necessary to be made lor securing the glory of the divine

justice. In this statement we militate against the Socinians, who suppose him to

be styled a Mediator, only because he made known to the world those new laws

contained in the gospel, which we are obliged to obey as a condition of God's being

reconciled to us ; and gave us a pattern of obedience in his conduct ; and confirmed

his doctrine by his death ; and then interceded with God, that on these terms he

would accept us, without any regard to the glory of his justice, which he is no

farther concerned about, than by prevailing that it would desist from the demands

which it might have made, and so pardon sm without satisfaction. But this opinion

is directly contrary to the whole tenor of scripture. According to what is there

taught, ' he gave his life a ransom for many ;'" ' he made peace through the blood

of his cross ;'^ and ' God brought him again from the dead, through the blood of

the everlasting covenant,' as 'the God of peace, '^ and, at the same time, appeared

to be a God of infinite holiness and justice, and Christ a Mediator of satisfaction.

This will be farther considered, however, when we speak concerning his priestly

office.^

What we shall at present observe is, that he is styled the only Mediator. It is

said, ' There is one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. '"^ On
this subject we oppose the Papists, who greatly derogate from the glory of Christ,

by pretending that tlie angels and glorified saints are mediators of intercession, and

that they not only otter up supplications to God in the behalf of men on earth, but

with them present their own merits ; as though Christ's redemption and intercession

had not been sufficient without them. Accordingly, a great part of the Papists'

worship consists in desiring that these good offices may be performed by them on

their behalf. This I cannot but conclude to be a breach of the first, or, at least,

let them put never so fair colours upon it, of the second commandment. We shall

farther consider it in that light in its proper place.

The scriptures they bring in defence of this practice are nothing to their purpose.

For whenever an angel is said to intercede for men, as when it is said, ' The angel

of the Lord answered and said, Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy

on Jerusalem, and on the cities of Judah?'*' or to be the object of their prayers or

supplications, as Jacob says, ' The angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless

the lads,'<= no other person is intended but Christ, ' the Angel of the covenant.'

Another scripture which they bring to the same purpose, is that in whicli Moses
says, ' Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants. '** This they miserably

pervert; for Moses desires, not that God would hear the prayers which these saints

made to him in behalf of his church, but that he would remember the covenant

which he made with them, and accomplish its promises, by bestowing the blessings

which his people then stood in need of.

Tliere are two other scriptures which are often cited by the Papists to this pur-

pose, which, they think, can hardly be understood in any other sense. One is in

Rev. V. 8, where it is said that ' the four beasts, and four and twenty elders, feU

down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of

odours, which are the prayers of saints.' The other is in chap. viii. 3, ' And another

angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer ; and there was given

unto him much incense, that he sliould otter it, with the prayers of all saints, upott

the golden altar which was before the throne.' It must be allowed, that there are

many passages in this book which are hard to be understood. But there are none

u Matt. XX. 28. X Col. i. 20. y Hel). xiii. 20. z See Quest, xliv.

a 1 Tim, ii. 5. b Zech. i. 12. c Ueii. xlviii. 16. d Exod, xxxii. 13.
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contrary to the analogy of faith, or derogatory to the glory of Christ, as

the sense the Papists give of these scriptures is. AVe must incjuire, therefore,

whether they may not be understood otherwise by us. It is said, indeed, ' the

four beasts, and four and twenty elders, had golden vials full of odours, Mliich arc

the prayers of saints;' but it is not fully determined whether, by these 'beasts and

elders,' are intended tlie inhabitants of heaven, or men on earth. If the descrip-

tion is only an emblematical representation of those prayers which are directed to

God from the church in this world, it is nothing to their purpose. But though we
suppose that, by the beasts and elders who fell down before the Lamb, are meant

the inhabitants of heaven, we are still not to understand that they are represented

as praying for the saints on earth ; for * the golden vials full of odours,' are only

an emblem of the prayers which are put up by the saints on earth, which God
accepts of, or smells a sweet savour in, as perfumed with the odours of Christ's

righteousness. This may be illustrated by those political emblems which are used

in public solemnities ; such as the coronation of kings, in which the regalia are

carried by the prime ministers of state, not to signify that they have any branch of

kingly dignity belonging to them, but to denote the honours and prerogatives of

him who is tlie principal subject of the whole ceremony. So when the heavenly

inhabitants are represented as having ' golden vials full of odours, which are the

prayers of saints,' the representation signifies only, that the prayers whicii are put

up by God's ])eople on earth, through the mediation of Christ, are graciously heard

and an-wered by him. As to the other scripture in which it is said, ' Another

angel stood at the altar, and there was given him much incense, that he sliould

offer it, with the prayers of all saints,' it is generally understood, by those who do

not adopt the absurd opinion of the Papists, as spoken of our Saviour ; and then it

makes nothing to their purpose, but rather militates against it. If it be objected

to this sense of the text, that our Saviour cannot properly be called 'another angel,'

and that the phrase must mean one of the created angels, the sense just given of

the other scripture may be accommodated to it, and then the meaning is, this

angel, or one of the angels, ' stood at the altar before the Lamb,' and, in an em-

blematical way, is set forth as having incense put into his hand, which he presents

to him, not as offering it up himself, but as signifying that it was fur the sake of

Christ's merits that the prayers of his people on earth ascended with acceptance in

the siglit of God. It is as though he should say to Christ, " The incense is thine

;

thou hast a right to the glory of it; and therefore let all know, that lliis is the only

foundation of the church's hope, that their wants shall be supplied by thee." So

that this does not give the least countenance to the Popish doctrine of there being

other mediators between God and man besides our Lord Jesus Christ.

Some of the Papists, indeed, are sensible that this opinion tends to detract from

the glory of our great Mediator ; and they therefore choose rather to assert that

the saints and angels are mediators between Christ and men, so that we are through

their means to have access to him, and by him to the Father. But as Christ not

only condescended to take our nature upon him, and therein to procure redemption

for us, but invited his people to ' come to him; ' as it is 'through him we have an

access unto the Father ;'•* and a^ no mention is made of any by whom we have

access to Christ, and our access to God is founded only in his blood ; we have no-

thing else to do, but, by faith in what he has done and suffered, to draw nigh to

God, as to a Father reconciled by this great and only Mediator.

Christ as Mediator is God.

This Mediator is described, as to his Person, as God incarnate, or, as it is ex-

pressed, ' the eternal Son of God, of one substance, and equal with the Father, who
became Man, and that, in the most proper sense, by assuming to himself a true

body, and a reasonable soul,' which are the two constituent parts of man. Here

we are to consider the Person assuming the human nature, and the nature assumed

or united to the divine Person.

e Eph. ii. 18.

u 3
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The Person assuming the human nature is styled 'the eternal Son of God, of

one substance with the Father,' and, with respect to his personality, 'equal with

him.'^ This is the same mode of speaking which was used by the Nicene Fathers,

in defence of our Saviour's divinity against the Arians. Having largely insisted on

this in our defence of the ' doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity, 's and having also ex-

plained what we mean by Christ's Sonship, as referring to his person and char-

acter as Mediator, we shall add no more on the subject at present, but take it for

granted, that our Saviour is, in the most proper sense, a divine Person, and shall

consider him as assuming the human nature.

1. We observe, then, that it was the second Person in the Godhead who was in-

carnate, and not the Father or the Holy Ghost. This we affirm against the Sabel-

lians, who deny the distinct personality of the Father, Son, and Spirit, and assert,

that the Father, or the Holy Ghost, might as truly be said to have been incarnate

as the Son ; their personality, according to them, being not so distinct, that what

is done by one divine Person might not be said to have been done by another.^

2. It follows that the divine nature which belongs in common to the Father,

Son, and Spirit, cannot be properly said to have been incarnate. It is true, we
read, that 'God was manifest in the flesh;'' and elsewhere, that 'in him,' namely

in the human nature, 'dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead;''' whence some

take occasion to conclude, that the human nature was united to the Godhead, or

that the Godhead of Christ was said to be incarnate. Bi^t, if this be asserted, it

must be with caution and a distinction. I cannot suppose, therefore, that the God-

head absolutely considered, was incarnate ; but that it was so as including the idea

of its subsisting in the Person of the Son. This is very well expressed, when we
say that the human nature was united to the second Person in the Godhead, rather

than to the Godhead itself.

3. Christ being farther considered as the eternal Son of God, it follows that he

existed before his incarnation. This was largely insisted on, under a foregoing

Answer, in defence of Christ s proper deity. In this we oppose not only the Socin-

ians, who deny that he existed before he was conceived in the womb of the blessed

Virgin ; but also the Arians, especially those of them who take occasion to explain,

without disguise, or ambiguity of words, what they mean when they speak of him
as being before time, which comes infinitely short of what is intended by his being

styled God's eternal Son, and so existing with him before time. Thus we have an
account of the Person assuming the human nature

. Christ as Mediator is Man.

We are now to consider the nature assumed, or united to the divine Person.

This was a human nature, consisting of a true body, and a reasonable soul.

Hence, as Christ is, in one nature, God equal with the Father; so, in the other, he

is Man, made, in all the essential properties of the human nature, like unto us.

Here we may consider that as this is a matter of pure revelation, we have suffi-

cient ground from scripture to assert, that our Saviour is both God and man.

Many of the scriptures which were formerly referred to, to prove his deity, expressly

attribute to him a human, as well as a divine nature, and speak of the same Person

as both God and Man. God styles him, ' The man that is my Fellow.'' He who
is ' Jehovah, our righteousness,' is also described as 'a branch, raised unto David,'"*

that is, of the seed of David ; or, as tlie apostle says, he who ' is over all, God
blessed for ever, was of the fathers concerning the flesh,' or his human nature.

°

Moreover, the same Person is styled 'The mighty God,' and yet 'a child born

unto us, a Son given.'" He is called ' Immanuel, God with us,' and yet ' born of

a Virgin.' P ' The word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.' ' He is the Son of

God, Jesus Christ our Lord,' and yet 'was made of the seed of David, according to

f See Sect. 'The Personality of the Son,' under Quest, ix, x, xi. g See Quest, ix, x, xi.

h For this reason, the Sabellians are often c;illi d by ancient writers, 'Patripassians.'

i 1 Tim. iii. 16. k Col. ii. 9. 1 Zeeh. xiii. 7. m Jer. xxiii. 3, 6. n Rom. ix. 5.

o Isa. ix. 6. p Isa. vii. 14. compared with Matt. i. 23.
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the flesh. '1 lie is 'God manifest in the flesh. '" These and many other scriptures

as plainly prove Iiim to be Man, as they do that he is God." Indeed, the argu-

ments taken from them to prove his humanity, are not so much contested as those

which respect his proper deity. Hence, if these scriptures prove him to be God,
they contain as strong and conclusive arguments to prove him to be Man ; so that

the mere mention of them is sufiicient, especially when we consider, as it cannot be
denied, that they all speak of the same Person.

When Christ is said to be both God and Man, the statement does not imply
that there are two Persons in the Mediator. Accordingly it is said, in the Answer
we are explaining, that though these natures are distinct, yet the Person who has
them is but one. This is to be maintained against those who entertain favourable
thoughts of the ancient heresy first broached by Nestorius,' whose method of rea-

soning cannot be reconciled with the sense of those scriptures which plainly speak
of the same Person as both God and Man, and attribute the same actions to him
in different respects. These things are inconsistent with the notion that the Me-
diator is both a divine and a human Person. Nor can it be denied that it is a con-

tradiction in terms, to say that two Persons can be so united, as to become one.

It must be acknowledged, however, that this is one of the incomprehensible mysteries
of our religion ; and, when divines have attempted to explain some things relating

to it, they have only given farther conviction, that thei-e are some doctrines con-

tained in scripture which we are bound to believe, while we are at a loss to deter-

mine how they are what they are asserted to be.

It may be objected, that we cannot conceive of a human nature, such as our
Saviour's is, which has not its own personality ; since there is no parallel instance

in any other men. This objection I take to be the principal thing which gave oc-

casion to asserting, that he had a human Person, as well as a divine. The answer
which I would give is, that though it is true that every man has a distinct subsist-

ence of his own, without being united to any other person, yet we have no ground
to conclude, that the human nature of Christ, even in its first formation, had any
subsistence separate from the divine nature. Had it been first formed, and then
united to the divine nature,, it would have had a proper subsistence of its own ; but
since it was not, its personality, considered as united to the second Person in the
Godhead, is contained therein, though its properties are infinitely distinct from it.

The Distinctness of Christ's two Natures.

These two natures of Christ are distinct ; united, but not confounded. This is

asserted, in opposition to an old exploded heresy, which was maintained by some
who, to avoid the error of Nestorius and his followers, went into the other extreme."
They asserted that the divine and human nature of Christ were confounded or
blended together, after the similitude of tilings which are mixed together in a natu-
ral or artificial way, whereby the composition is of a different nature from the parts
of which it is compounded. They, in consequence, debase his Godhead, and ad-
vance his manhood ; or rather, instead of supposing him to be both God and Man,
they, in effect, say that he is neither God nor Man. The main foundation, as I

apprehend, of this absurd and blasphemous notion, was that they could not con-
ceive how he could have a divine and human understanding and will, without
asserting, with Nestorius, that there were two Persons in the Mediator ; whereby

q Rom. i. 3. r 1 Tim. iii. 16.

8 See the same scriptures, and others to the like purpose, betore cited, lor the proof of Christ's
proper deirv, under Quest, ix, x, xi. and also what h»s been said concerning bis Sonship, as implung
hill) to be Gud-iiian .Meiliator.

t Nestorius wiis Uishop of Constantinople, in the reign of Theodosius the younger, a. D. 428,
who vcr» Witrinly maintained ihat the Vi gin Mary was not the molhir ot iliatPirson that was
God, hut of a distinct human Person, called Christ, wbiih was censured and condemned by the coun.
cil iit Epliesus, A. D. 4;tl.

u 'I'heseare called Kutvcbians, from Eutychis, an abbot of Constantinople, who, when he had
gained a great dial of ri'|iutatioii, in ci.-puting aifainst Nestorius in the council at Ephesus, a few
years after, viz. A. D. 44^i, propagated Lis opiiaon, which was condemned as heretical in the coun-
cil at Chalccdoii, A. u. 451.
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they split against one rock, while endeavouring to avoid another. To guard against

both extremes, the Fathers, in the council ofChalcedon, explained the doctrine in words

tothispurpose : ' ThatthetwonaturesofChristwereindivisibly andinseparablyunited,

without supposing that one was changed into the other, or confounded with it.'

We must consider, then, that though the two natures are united, yet each of

them retains its respective properties, as much as the soul and body of man do,

though united together. This is the best similitude by which the subject can be

illustrated ; though I do not suppose that, in all respects, it corresponds. Thus,

in one nature, Christ had all the fulness of the Godhead, and nothing common
with us, nothing finite, derived, or dependent, or in any other way defective. In

his other nature, he was made in all things like unto us, sin only excepted. In

this nature, he was born in time, and did not exist from eternity, and increased in

knowledge and other endowments proper to manhood. In one nature, he had a

comprehensive knowledge of all things ; in the other, he knew nothing but by com-

munication, or derivation, and with those other limitations to which finite wisdom

is subject. In one nature, he had an infinite sovereign will ; in the other, he had

such a will as the creature has. Though this was not opposite to his divine will,

yet its conformity to it was of the same kind with that which is in perfect creatures.

Hence, though we do not say that his human will was the same as his divine, as

to the essential properties of it
;
yet it may be said to be the same, in a moral

sense, as conformed to it, in such a manner as the will of man is said to be sub-

jected to the will of God. Had this been duly considered, persons would not have

been so ready to adopt an error, so dangerous and blasphemous as that which we are

opposing. And we have sufficient ground, from scripture, to distinguish between

his divine and human understanding and will. It is said, in one place, speaking

of his divine understanding, ' Lord, thou knowest all things ;' ^ and of his human,
* Of that day and that hour knoweth no man ; no, not the Son.' ? So of his will, it

is sometimes represented as truly divine, in the same sense as the Father's, as wheu
it is said, ' As the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even so the

Son quickeneth whom he will ;'^ and elsewhere, ' If we ask any thing according to

his will, he heareth us ;'=^ and, ' Him that cometh to. me, I will in no wise cast

out.' ^ And in other places, he is represented as having a human will, essentially

distinct from the will of God ; as when he says, ' Not my will, but thine, be done.'**

The Reality of Christ's Human Nature.

The nature which was assumed by the Son of God, is farther described as

truly and properly human. It was not an angelic nature. The apostle says, ' He
took not on him the nature of angels,' inasmuch as he did not design to redeem

the angels that fell ; but ' he took on him' the nature of ' the seed of Abraham. '•*

This nature is farther described, as consisting of a true body, and a reasonable soul.

I. Christ is described as having a true body. This is maintained against those

who, in an early age of the church,*^ denied that he had a real human nature. These,

it is true, do not deny his deity ; but they suppose that it was impossible for God
to be united to human flesh, and therefore that he appeared only in the likeness

of it. Just as some heathen writers represent their gods as appearing in human
forms, that they might converse with men ; so they suppose, that the Godhead of

Christ appeared in a human form, without a real human nature. In this sense

they understand that scripture, ' He took upon liim the form of a servant, and was

made in the likeness of men ;'^ as though, in that place, the similitude of a man
were opposed to real humanity. Or, at least, tliey suppose, that he had no other

human nature when he dwelt on earth, tlian what ho had when he appeared to

the church under the Old Testament dispensation, namely, to Abraham, Moses,

Joshua, and several others. They suppose that there was in this only the like-

X John xxl 17. y Mark xiii. 32. z John v. 21. a 1 John v. 14.

b John vi. 37. c Luke xxii. 42. d Heb. ii. 16.

e This absurd opinion, subversive of Christianity, was propagated by several among the Gnostics,

in the second century, who, for this reason, were called Docetie. f Philip, ii. 7.
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nops of a human body, or an aerial one ; which, according to some common modes
of speaking, is called a Spirit. To gain countenance to their opinion, they bring

some other scriptures; as when it is said, after his resurrection, that 'he appeared
in another form unto two disciples, as they walked and went into the country.'?

So, when he appeared to Mary, it was in such a form that she ' knew not that it

was Jesus,' but 'supposed him to be the gardener.'^ Especially wlien it is said,

in another scripture,' that when his two disciples at Emmaus knew him, ' he van-
ished out of their sight, '^- they understatid this of his vanishing in the jame sense

as, according to the popular way of speaking, a spectrum is said to do.

But this opinion is so absurd, as well as contrary to scripture, that it only shows
how far the wild and extravagant fancies of men may run, •who are so hardy as to

set aside plain scriptures, and take up with some few passages, without considering

then scope and design, or their harmony with other scriptures. Indeed, there is

scarcely any thing said concerning him in the New Testament but what confutes

it. There we have &n account of him, as being born, passing through all the ages
of life, conversing familiarly with his people, eating and drinking with them, and,
at last, dying on the cross. These things put tliis matter out of all manner of dis-

pute, lie also distinguishes himself from a spirit ; for when the disciples were
terrified at his standing unexpectedly in the midst of them, supposing that he had
been a spirit, he satisfied them that they were mistaken, by saying, ' Behold my
hands and my feet, that it is I myself : handle me, and see ; for a spirit hath not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have.''

As to those scriptures in the Old Testament which speak of his appearing in a
liuman form, assumed for that purpose, whether there was, in every one of these
instances, a real human body that appeared, though, in some of them, it is beyond
dispute that there was, I will not pretend to determine.™ Yet it must be considered
that his appearing in this way is never styled his incarnation, or becoming man

;

but was only an emblem or prelibation of it. Moreover, when it is said, in the
scripture formerly quoted, that lie was made ' in the likeness of men,' it does not
follow that he was not, after his incarnation, a real man ; for the likeness of man
is often so understood in .scripture, as when it is said, on occasion of the birth of
Setli, that ' Adam begat a son in his own likeness. '° As to that other scripture in
which Christ is said to have appeared in different forms, it is not to be supposed that
there was a change in his human nature, but only a change in his countenance or
external mien ; or ho appeared with other kind of garments, which rendered him
not immediately known by them. And when, in the other scripture, it is said, 'he
vanished out of their sight,' nothing is intended but an instantaneous withdrawing
of himself ; which, it may be, might contain something miraculous.

2. Christ is farther described as having taken to himself a reasonable soul, to
which his body was united. This is maintained against the Arians, who deny that
lie had a human soul, concluding that the divine nature, such an one as they will
allow him to have, was, as it were, a soul to his body. This opinion is founded
partly on their misunderstanding the sense of those scriptures in which it is said, ' The
Wunl was made flesh ;'° ' Cod was manifest in the flesh ;'p ' Forasmuch as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same ;''!

and, ' Of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came,''" &c. But the principal
argument by whicli this opinion is supported is, that, as they suppose, if he had
had an human soul, distinct from his divine nature, he must have had two under-
standings and wills, namely, a divine and a human ; and then it would have been
possible for him to have had contrary ideas in his mind, and determinations in his
will, as man, to what he had as Cod,—which would infer a sort of confusion of
thought, and irregularity of actions.

Now, as to the former argument relating to his assuming flesh, it is a very

g Maik xvi. 12. h John xx. 14, 15. i Luke xxiv. 31. k afatres tyturo. 1 Luke xxiv. 39.
m [Dr. Ilidgeley here adv.iiices, but without proof, what seems to me a very untenable position,

that our Loril, in some ol liis appfarances under the Old Testament dispensation, assumed 'a real
human body.' For some rt-marks on it, see Kote ' MtlcliizeJfk was not Christ,' under Quest xliv.

—Ed.]
11 Gen. V. 3. o John i. 14. p 1 Tim. iii. IG. q Heb. ii. 14. r Rom. ix. 5.



478 THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

common thing in scripture, by a synecdoche, of the part for the whole, for 'flesh' to

signify the whole man, consisting of soul and body. Of this we have many instances

in scripture. It is said, for example, ' All flesh had corrupted his way,'^ that is, all

men had corrupted their way ; and the prophet speaking concerning thevanity of man,

as mortal, says, ' All flesh is grass.'*—As to the other branch of their argument, we
allow that Christ, as Man, had a distinct understanding and will from what he had

as God, and that his human understanding was not equally perfect with his divine,

neither had his human will the sovereignty and glory of his divine will. Should it

be allowed, also, that if his human understanding and will had not always been

under the influence and direction of his divine, he might have had contrary ideas

and detei-minations, as man, to what he had as God ; yet we cannot allow that the

divine nature would so far suspend its direction and influence, that his human
understanding should have contradictory ideas to his divine ; so that the incon-

venience should ensue of occasioning a confusion and disorder in his actions, or

methods of human conduct. It was no disparagement to him, nor hinderance to

his work, to suppose that his human soul was subject to some natural imperfections,

which were inconsistent with the infinite perfection of his deity. It is sufficient,

however, to assert that, as Man, he knew every thing which he was obliged to

perform in a way of obedience, and consented to and delighted in every thing

which was agreeable to his' divine will. For this would render his obedience

complete, even though we suppose that the nature in which he performed it was
less perfect than that to which it was united. The Arian method of reasoning,

therefore, is not conclusive ; and we must suppose that he had a human soul distinct

from his divine nature. This is evident, because he could not perform obedience

in the divine nature, his human soul being the only subject of obedience, and it is

proper to the deity to be dispassionate. Hence, those sinless passions to which he

was subject were seated in his soul, as united to the body. That he had such pas-

sions, is very plain from, scripture ; for he says, ' My soul is exceeding sorrowful,

even unto death. ''^ And there are various other passions besides sorrow which he

was subject to, which, though free from sin, were altogether inconsistent with the

infinite perfection of the divine nature.

The Incarnation of Christ.

This human nature is said to have been conceived by the power of the Holy
Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

1. There was something in the formation of Christ's human nature in which he
resembled the rest of mankind. He was not produced and brought into a state of

manhood in an instant, or created out of the dust of the ground as Adam was, but

was born, or as the apostle expresses it, ' made of a woman, '^ to denote his being

formed out of her substance. Accordingly, he began his state of humiliation in

infancy, that he might, in all respects, be made like unto those whom he came to

redeem. Herein not only the promise made to our first parents, relating to his

being the seed of the woman, J' was fulfilled ; but another express prediction by
the prophet Isaiah, who says, ' Unto us a child is born.'^

2. There was something peculiar and extraordinary in his formation, as he was
an extraordinary Person, and to be engaged in a work peculiar to himself. He
is said to have been born of a virgin, not because, as some suppose, that that is a
state of greater sanctity than any other condition of life, but, as was formerly ob-

served,* that he might be exempted from the guilt of Adam's first sin, wliicli he
would have been liable to, though sanctified from the womb, had his human nature

been formed in an ordinary way. It was certainly necessary that his human nature,

which was, in its formation, united to his divine Person, should be perfectly sinless

;

for it would have been a reproach cast on the Son of God, to have it said concern-

ing him, that he was, in the nature which he assumed, estranged to and separate

from God, as all mankind are who are born in an ordinary way. This was neces-

> Gen. vi. 12. t Isa. xl. 6. u Matt. xxvi. 38. x Gal. iv. 4. y Gen. iii. !.*»

z Isa. ix. 6, a See Sect. 'Christ not represented by Adam,' under Quest, xxii.
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sary, also, or his accomplishing the work^f our redemption ; for, as the apostle

says, ' Such an High Priest became us, who is holy, harmless, unJefilod, and

separate from sinners.''* Moreover, in order to his being born of a virgin, there

•was an extraordinary display of the power of God. Accordingly it is said, ' The
Holy (ihost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow

tliee.''=

His being born of a virgin, was an accomplishment of the prediction, ' The Lord
himself shall give you a sign, Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bare a son,

and shall call his name Immanuel.'*^ This text being so convincing a proof of

Christianity, and, as such, referred to in the New Testament,® the Jews and many
of tlie modern Deists have endeavoured to weaken the force of it. We require,

therefore, to illustrate and explain it, agreeably to the scope and design of the pro-

phecy, contained in the context, which we shall endeavour to do, in the following

paraphrase. Says God to the prophet, " Go to Ahaz, and bid him not be faint-

hearted, by reason of the threatened invasion by the confederate kings of Israel

and of Syria ; but let him ask a sign for the confirmation of his faith, that I may
thereby assure him that they shall not be able to do him any hurt. But I know,

beforehand, his unbelief, and the sullenness of his temper, that he will refuse to

ask a sign. Therefore, when thou goest to meet him, take thy young son, Sliear-

jashub, in thine hand, or in thine arms, from whom thou mayest take occasion to

deliver part of the message which I send thee with to him. Tell him, that though

he refuse to ask a sign, * nevertheless,*" the Lord himself shall give a sign,' to his

people, whom thou shalt command to hear this message, as well as Ahaz, they be-

ing equally concerned in it. Let them know, that, though their obstinate and
wicked king calls a compliance with my command a tempting of me, and therefore

will not ask a sign, I will not give him any other sign than what the whole house
of Israel shall behold, in future ages ; which, though it cannot be properly called

a prognostic sign, yet, when it comes to pass, will be a rememorative sign.^' And
it shall be a glorious one ; for, 'behold, a virgin^ shall conceive, and bear a Son,

and thou shalt call his name Immanuel.' When this wonderful thing shall happen a
thing new and unheard of shall be ' created in the earth,' as is said elsewhere,' ' that

a woman should compass a man.' Then the house of David shall understand the

reason why I have not suffered these two kings to destroy Judah, so that it should

be 'broken, that it be not a people,' as Ephraim shall ' witliin threescore and five

years ;''' for then the Messiah could not come of the house of David. And what
he shall do for them, when he comes, is the ground and reason of all the temporal
deliverances which I work for them, and particularly of this from the intended in-

vasion of the two confederate kings. Tell them, moreover, that as this shall be a

b Heb. vii. 26. c Luke i. 35. d Isa. vii. 14. e Matt. i. 22. 23.

f So the Hebrew word ought to be rendered, rather than 'therefore;' for so it is understood in

other scriptures, particularly in Jcr. xxx. 16.

g This is a just distinction relating to signs mentioned in scripture; in which sometimes a sign
was not given till the thing signified, or brought to rememhrance thereby, had been accomplished.
See Exod. iii. 12; I Sam. ii. 34; Isa. xxx vii. 30; Jer. xliv. 29, 3U; as Bishop Kidder well observes.
See Demoiistrat. of the Messins. Fart II. page 105. in Fol.

h The Hebrew word rrnbi; is truly rendered 'a virgin.' It is so translated by the LXX, [i
wee^htDf.] who well understood the sense of it in this and oihcr places where we meet with it. The
(Jhalrlce Paraphrast also thus understands it, and the Sxriwc, Arabic, and vulgar Latin versions.

And this sense Hgrees with the grammatical construction ot tlie word, which is derived from Dbp,
abscondit. It alludes to tlie custom used amoirg the Jews ot keeping their virgins concealed until

they were married. Hence, as a learned writer well observes, nnbj? ' Notat statum solitaiium
domi delitescentium ideoque, ccelebum et virginum.' As to those two places in which it is gener-'
ally obj' cted by the Jews that the word does not signify 'a virgin.' but ' a young woman,' namely,
Piov. xxx. 19. and Cant. vi. 8; in the former, as one observes, ' Promptissimum est intelligere

vincula amoris quibus virgo incipit adstringi futuro sponso suo;' and therefore it may be understood
of a virgin, in the literal sense of the word. Vid Cocc. Lexic in Voc. The LXXJ indeed, render
it Kt'S^of IV viornri. and the vulgar Latin version, Viri in adoliscmtia ; but the C'haldee Paraphrast
rtiidcrs it, Viri in virgine. As to the latter scripture, in which it is said, 'there are threescore
queens, and fourscore concubines, and virgins without number,' it is plain that the word 'virgins' is

not opposed to 'young women;' for such were many of them that aie called "queens and concubines,'
but to persons deflowered. We may conclude, therefore, that the word always signifies a virgin, and
therefore is rightly translated in the text under our present consideration.

i Jer. xxxi. 22. k Isa. vii. 8.
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rememorative sign, so I will give them* to understand, at present, that they shall be

delivered in a little time. For 'before this child,' which thou hast here brought

with thee, ' shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good,' or shall know the

difference between moral good and evil, that is, in two or three years' time, ' the

land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings ;' or those two kings

whom thou dreadest, shall be driven, by the king of Assyria, out of their own land.

And inasmuch as my people may be afraid, that before these two years expire they

shall be brought into such straits, through famine or scarcity of provisions, as gen-

erally attend sieges, so that they shall want the necessari(;s of life ; let them know
that this child, meaning Shear-jashub, shall not want * butter and honey,' that is,

the best and most proper food for it, ' that he may know,' or rather until^ ' he

know to refuse the evil and choose the good,' that is, till these two kings, Rezin

and Pekah, be utterly destroyed."

3. Having thus considered our Saviour's being born of a virgin, there is one thing

more to be observed under this Head, namely, that he was of her substance. This

is particularly mentioned in the Answer, with a design to guard against an ancient

heresy, maintained by the Gnostics in the second century, and defended by others

in later ages. These supposed that our Saviour did not derive his human nature from
the Virgin Mary ; but that it was formed in heaven, and sent down from thence,

and that the Virgin's womb is to be considered only as the first seat of its residence

in this lower world. This opinion they found on those scriptures which speak of

his ' coming down from heaven ;'"" which they understand concerning his human
nature. Yet nothing is intended by them but the manifestative presence of his

divine nature ; in which respect God is, in other scriptures, said to ' come down'
into this lower world."^ Another scripture, which they bring to the same purpose,

is that in which, as they suppose, he denies his relation to his mother, when he
says, ' Who is my mother ? and who are my brethren ? Whosoever shall do the

will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother.'" Here he does not deny his natural relation to them, but designs to show
that his regard to persons in the exercise of his public ministry, was principally

founded on their doing the will of his Father. The errorists in question farther sup-

pose, that if his Imman nature had, in any respect, been derived from the substance

of the Virgin, either she must be concluded immaculate, as the Papists view her
to be, or else he must have been born a sinner. This, however, has been already

proved to be no just consequence ; inasmuch as the formation of his human na-

ture, though of the substance of the Virgin, was in an extraordinary and miraculous
way, whereby he was exempted from the guilt of original sin.

There is another opinion maintained by some of the schoolmen, which, though
it is not generally received, seems to me not altogether improbable. It is, that
though Christ's human body was formed in the womb of the Virgin, and was a part
of her substance, yet, as to the manner of its formation, it differed from that of all

other human bodies ; for while the matter of which they consist receives its form
in a gradual way, so that they cannot, properly speaking, be styled human bodies
till organized and fitted to have their souls united to them, the body of Christ, on
the other hand, was, in its first formation, rendered fit to receive the soul, which
was in an instant united to it, so that both soul and body, at the same time, with-

out having any separate subsistence, were united to the divine nature. Though I

think this ac(n)unt of the formation of Christ's human body most in harmony with
the union of his soul and body with the divine nature in the very instant of its for-

, mation, and therefore cannot but conclude it a more probable conjecture than what
is generally received ; yet I do not lay it down as a necessary article of faith, nor
would I bo supposed to deny that the body of Christ grew in the womb like other
human bodies alter the soul is united to them, or to set aside the account the
scripture gives of tlie Virgin's ' accomplishing the ' full number of ' days, that
she should be delivered. 'p Thus have we considered our Saviour, as havmg
a true body and a reasonable soul, and both united to the divine nature, whereby
he is, in this Answer, denominated God incarnate.

1 So file word is properly rendered by the Chaldee Parapbrast.

'

m John iii. 13, iil, n Gen. xi. 5, 7. o Matt. xii. 48, 50. p Luke ii. 6.
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The Date and Duration of Christ's Incamiate State.

Our Mediator is farther said to have been ' incarnate, in the fulness of time ;*

and it is added, ' he shall continue to be God and man for ever.'

I. Let us consider what is meant by Christ's becoming man in the fulness of

time. The human nature could not be united to the divine from eternity ; for it

is inconsistent with its being a created nature, that it should exist from eternity.

Yet he might, had it been so determined, have assumed this nature in the begin-

ning of time, or immediately after the fall of man, who then stood in need of a
mediator. But God, in his sovereign and wise providence, ordered it otherwise,

and ordained that there should be a considerable distance of time between the fall

of man, and Christ's incarnation in order to his recovery. The period fixed on,

is called in scripture, 'the fulness of time,'i that is, the time foretold by the pro-

phets, and particularly Daniel ;"" whose prediction had an additional circumstance

of time annexed to it, which gave occasion to the Jews to expect Christ's coming
at the actual time when he became incarnate.

That there was an universal exportation of the Messiah at this time, appears

from the disposition of many among them to adhere to any one, especially if he

pretended that he was a prophet, or that he would make some change in their civil

atfairs. The Jewish historian * tells us of many tumults and seditions which were
in that age. Some of their ringleaders he styles magicians. And though he does

not expressly say that persons pretending to be prophets assumed the character

of Messiah ; yet he observes, that the time in which they appeared occasioned

their being viewed as such.' By this he means, that it being at that time that the

Jews expected that the Messiah, their King, should come, they thought it a tit

opportunity to make efforts to shake off the Roman yoke. And they were so far

from concealing the expectation they had of this, that it was well known by the

heathen, who were not without jealousies concerning them, with respect to this

matter. Hence, some celebrated writers among the latter observe, that it was
generally received throughout the East, according to some ancient predictions,

that at that time the Jews should obtain the empire." There are also several

expressions, in scripture, whicli intimate as much. Thus Gamaliel speaks of one
Theudas, ' who boasted himself to be somebody,' by which it is probable, he means
the Messiah, ' to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves,

who was slain. '^ This some think to be the same person whom Josephus mentions,

the name being the same ; though others are rather inclined to think that it was
another pretender to this character, from some critical remarks they make on the

circumstance of time referred to by Gamaliel being ditlerent from that which is

mentioned by Josephus.y This, however, does not affect our argument ; for it is

plain, from this instance, that about that time the Jews were disposed to join

themselves to any one who endeavoured to persuade them that he was the

Messiah. This farther appears from the words of our Saviour, ' All that ever

came before me are thieves and robbers ;'^ by which, doubtless, he means several

who pretended to be the Messiah, in the age before he came. It is said elsewhere,*

a little before our Saviour's crucifixion, that 'they,' that is, the Jews generally,

'thought that the kingdom of God,' and consequently the Messiah whom they

expected, 'should immediately appear.' Our Lord also foretells, that between
that period and the destruction of Jerusalem, that is, before that age was at an end,
' many false Christs should arise,' and warns his followers not to adhere to them.''

Moreover, had not the Jews expected that the Messiah would appear at that time,

they would never have sent in so formal a manner, as they are said to have done,

q Gal. iv. 4. r Dan. ix. 24, 25. s See Joseph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 1. et lib.

XX. cap. 2. et ile Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 6. t BanXiiect i xaifx am^nSi.
u Vid. Sueton. in Vcspas. Percrebuerat oriente toto, vetus et coiislaiis opinio, esse in fatis; ut

eo tempore Judea profecti, rerum potirentiir. And Tacit. Histor. liii. v. Pliiribus persuasio inerat,

aiitiquis sacerdoturn literis contineri, eo ipso ttmpoie fore ut valesceret Oriens, profectique Judea
leruni potirentiir.

X Acts V. 36. y See Liglitfoot's works, vol. i. pages 7G5, 7t3G. z John x. 8.

a Luke xix. 11. b Matt. xxiv. 24—26.
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to inquire, whether John the Baptist, when he exercised his public ministry

amongst them, was he.*^ And when he had convinced them that he was not tho

Messiah, but that our Saviour would soon appear publicly amongst them, who had
the only right to this character, he found it no difficult matter to persuade thera

to believe it. Accordingly, ' Jerusalem, and all Judea,' that is, the people almost

universally, attended on his ministry, and ' were baptized,' making a profession of

their faith in the coming of the Messiah, and of tlieir expectation of him, and
willingness to adhere to him. And it was the report which ' the wise men who
came from the east ' had received from the Jews ^ho were conversant with them,

that this was the time that the Messiah sliould appear, which brought them to

Jerusalem from their respective countries ; for without this, the preternatural

meteor or star which they saw, could not have given them a sufficient intimation

concerning this matter, so as to induce them to come and pay their homage to him.

And when they came, and inquired of Herod, ' Where is he that is born King of

the Jews ?' how surprising soever it might be to that proud tyrant, to think that

there was one born who, as he supposed, would stand in competition with him for

the crown
;
yet it was no unexpected thing to the Sanhedrim, whose opinion in this

matter he demanded, in an hypocritical manner. Hence, they said that he was

to be born in Bethlehem, according to the prediction of the prophet Micah. But
if thev had not known that this was the time in which he was to be born, they

would have replied, that it was an unseasonable question, and a vain thing, to ask

where a person was to be born whose birth was not expected in that age. They
might also have easily satisfied Herod, and removed the foundation of his jealousy

and trouble, and thereby have prevented the inhuman barbarity committed on the

infants of Bethlehem, if they had told him that the time spoken of by the prophet

Daniel, in which the Messiah was to be born, was not yet come. But they knew
otherwise ; and in this respect, Christ might be said to be born • in the fulness of

time.'

We farther observe, that the coming of Clirist was at that time when God had
sufficiently tried the faith of the Old Testament church, in waiting for his coming,

and thereby glorified his sovereignty, who hath the times and seasons of his bestow-

ing all blessings in his own power.—Again, it was at that time when the measure

of the iniquity of the world was abundantly filled, whereby his people might observe

the deplorable state into which sin had brought mankind, and the utter impossi-

bility of our recovery without a Mediator, and that the light of nature could not

discover any method by which the redemption and salvation of man might be

brought about.—Further, it was at that time when the Jewish church was at the

lowest ebb. It was, therefore, the most seasonable time ; and they were laid under

the highest obligations to adore and magnify him. Their political state was broken,

the sceptre had departed from Judah ; and they were brought under the Roman
yoke, which sat very uneasy upon them ; nor could they ever expect to make that

figure in the world which they once had done. Now, therefore, was the time for

the Messiah to come, and erect his kingdom. Besides, they were given up to a very

great degree of judicial blindness and hardness, and were disposed to make void the

law of God by their traditions ; so that religion among them was at a very low ebb.

On this account, it was the fittest time for God to display his grace, in i-eviving

his work, and preventing his cause and interest from wholly sinking in the world.

This was the time in which the Son of God became Man.
2. Christ shall continue to be God and Man for ever. The union of these two

natures is indissoluble. As to liis divine nature, he is necessarily eternal and un-

changeable ; and the human nature shall continue for ever united to it, as the re-

sult of tho divine purpose, in which God intends that some ends glorious to himself,

honourable to the Mediator, and advantageous to his people, should be attained

thereby.

If Christ had had a design to lay aside his Imman nature, he would have done

so when ho had finished in it his work of obedience and sufferings, and had thereby

so far answered the end of his iftcarnation that nothing more was necessary for the

c John i. 19—21.
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purchase of redemption. But when he rose from the (Ica'l. as a conqueror over

death and hell, and was declared to have accomplished the work he came into the

world to perform, it is certain he did not lay it aside, but ascended visibly into

heaven, and shall come again, in a visible manner, in that same nature, to judge
the world at the last day.

Again, the eternity of Christ's human nature appears from the eternity of his

mediatorial kingdom. Of this more shall be said under a following Answer, when
we come to speak concerning the glory of Christ's kingly office. It appears, also,

from the eternity of his intercession, which, as the apostle states, 'he ever liveth

to make'** for his people. This he does, by appearing in the human nature in the
presence of God, in their behalf; so that ho must for ever have a human nature.

Further, his saints shall abide for ever in heaven, and as the apostle says, ' shall

ever be with the Lord.'^ Their happiness shall continue, both as to soul and body.
And, with respect to their bodies, it is said, they shall be ' fashioned like unto Christ's

glorious body.'^ From these things it follows that his glorious body, or his human
nature, shall continue for ever united to his divine Person.

Finally, his retaining his human nature for ever, seems necessary, as it redounds

to the glory of God. It is an eternal monument of his love to mankind, and an
eternal means to draw forth their love to him, who procured those mansions of

glory, which they shall for ever be possessed of, by what he did and suffered for

them in that nature.

WHY THE MEDIATOR REQUIRED TO BE GOD AND MAN.

Question XXXVIII. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God f

Answer. It was requisite that the Mediator should be God, that he might sustain and keep the
human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of God, and the power of death ; give worth
arid I'fficacy to his sufferings, obedience, and intercession; and so satisfy God's justice, procure his

favour, purchase a peculiar people, give his Spirit to them, conquer all their enemies, and bring

them to everlasting salvation.

Question XXXIX. TFSy was it requisite that the Mediator should be Man ?

Answer, It was requisite the Mediator should be Man, that he might advance our nature, perform
obedience to the law, suffer, and make intercession for us in our nature, hive a fellow-feeling of
our infirmities, that we might receive the adoption of sons, and have comfort and access with bold-,

ness unto the throne of grace.

Question XL. Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God and Man in one Person f

Answer. It was requisite that the Mediator, who was to reconcile God and man, should himself
be both God and Man, mid this in one Person, that the proper works of each nature might be
accepted of God for us, and relied on by us, as the works of the w hole Person.

Our Mediator having been considered as God and Man, in one Person, we have a
farther account of the necessity of his being so.

Why the Mediator required to he God.

It was necessary that he should be a divine Person, for several reasons here as-

signed, with others that may be added.

1. If he had not been God, he could not have come into the world, or been incar-

nate, and have had the guilt of our sins laid on him, with his own consent ; for he
could not have been a party in the everlasting covenant, in which this matter was
stipulated between the Father and him. Had he not consented to be charged with
the guilt of our sin, he could not have been punished for it ; inasmuch as God cannot
punish an innocent person. Moreover, if such an one be charged with this guilt,

and consequently rendered the object of vindictive justice, as our Saviour is said
to have been, in scripture, it must be with his own consent. Now the human na-
ture could not consent to its own formation ; and therefore it could not consent to

d Heb. vii. 25. el Tbess. iv. 17. f PhiL iu. 21.



484 WHY THE MEDIATOR REQUIRED

bear our iniquities. To consent, supposes the person to be existent, which Christ,

had he been only Man, would not have been before his jncarnatiou. Hence, on

that supposition, he could not have come into the world as a Surety for us, and so

would not have been fit, in this respect, to have discharged the principal part of

the work which he engaged in as Mediator.

2. There is another thing, mentioned in this Answer, which rendered it requisite

that the Mediator should be God, namely, that he might sustain and keep the

human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath oi God, and the power of

death. It must be allowed that the weight of tlie wrath of God, due to our sin,

was so great that no mere creature could, by his own strength, have subsisted un-

der it. We will not deny that a mere creature, supposing him only innocent, but

not united to a divine Person, might have been borne up, under the greatest bur-

den laid on him, by the extraordinary assistance of God, with whom all things are

possible ; or that God's giving a promise that he should not fail or be discouraged,

is such a security as would eff'ectually keep it from sinking. Yet, when we con-

sider the human nature as united to the divine, we see an additional security that

he should not sink under the infinite weight of the wrath of God, which lay upon
him ; for then it would have been said, that he who is a divine Person, miscarried

in an important work which he undertook to perform in his human nature, which
would have been a dishonour to him. Su far this argument hath its proper force.

3. There is another reason, however, which more fully proves the necessity

of the Mediator's being a divine Person, namely, that this might give worth and
efiicacy to his sufferings, obedience, and intercession, that so what he did might
have a tendency to answer the valuable ends designed, namely, satisfying the jus-

tice of God, procuring his favour, and purchasing a peculiar people to himself.

Had he been only man, what he did and suffered might, indeed, have been sinless,

and perfect in its kind
; yet it could not be of infinite value ; for a finite creature,

as such, cannot pay an infinite price, and thereby answer the demands of justice.

Had nothing been demanded of him but a debt of obedience, which he was obliged

to perform for himself as a creature, it would not, indeed, have been necessary that

it should be of infinite worth and value, any more than that obedience which was
due from our first parents, while in a state of innoceucy. But when it is considered

as a price of redemption paid for us, and as designed to procure for us a right to

the favour of God and eternal life, it must be of such a value, that the glory of

the justice of God might be secured, which nothing less than an infinite price

could do. Besides, the law of God must be not only fulfilled, but magnified and
made honourable ; and hence, the obedience which was required, must not only be

sinless, but have in it an infinite worth and value, that hereby, when in a way of

intercession it is pleaded before God, it might be effectual to answer the ends de-

signed. But of this description the obedience of Christ could not have been, had
he not been an infinite Person, namely, God as well as Man.

4. Another reason assigned is, that he might give his Spirit to his people. It is

necessary that redemption should be applied as well as purchased ; and that the

same Person, as a peculiar branch of glory due to him, should perform the one and
the other. It was necessary also that, in the application of redemption, the Spirit

should be glorified, that hereby he might appear to be a divine Person. And, as

he acts herein in subserviency to the Mediator's glory, as has been before observed,

8

he is said to be sent by him, which he could not have been, had not Christ had a
divine nature, in which respect he was equal with him ; nor could he be said tr

give that whiuh the Spirit works, as he promised to do, when he told his disciples,

' If I depart, I will send him unto you.'''

5. It was necessary that Christ should be God, that he might conquer all our
enemies, and so remove all things out of the way which tend to oppose his name,
interest, and glory. These are sin, Satan, the world, and death. Sin, which is

opposite to the holiness of God, is that which spirits, excites, and gives being to

all the opposition which there is against him, either in earth or hell, and endea-

g See Sect. ' The Economy of the Persons in the Godhead,' under Quest, ix, x, xi,

h John x\i. 7.
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vours to eclipse his glorj, control his sovereignty, and reflect dishonour en all his

perfections. This must be subdued by Christ, so that ' it may no longer have

dominion' over his people.' In order to this, its condemning power must be taken

away, by his making satisfaction for it, as our great High Priest ; and also its

enslaving power subdued by the efficacy of his grace, in the internal work of sanc-

tification. Upon his having obtained this victory over sin, Satan also is conquered

when his prisoners are brought from under his power. He then finds himself for

ever disappointed, and not able to detain those who were at first led captive by
him, or to defeat the purpose of God relating to the salvation of his elect, or to

boast as though he had wrested the sceptre out of his hand, or robbed him of one

branch of his glory. Moreover, the world, which is reckoned among the number
of God's enemies, must be conquered. It opposes his name and interest in an
objective way ; whence corrupt nature takes occasion cither to abuse the various

gifts and dispensations of providence, or, by contracting an intimacy with those

who are enemies to God and religion, to become more like them. ' The friendship

ot the world,' says the apostle, ' is enmity with God.''' Now Christ must be God,

that he may discover its snares, and enable his people to improve the good things

of providence to his glory, and overrule the evil things of it for their good. As to

death, which is reckoned among Christ's and his people's enemies, and which the

apostle calls, ' the last enemy that is to be destroyed, '^ it is suffered to detain the

bodies of believers as its prisoners, till Christ's second coming. Yet it must be de-

stroyed, that so they may be made partakers of complete redemption ; and the

destruction of it is a part of the Mediator's work, as he raises up his people at the

last day. Now, as all these victories over sin, Satan, the world, and death, require

infinite power, so it is necessary that he who obtains them should be a divine Person.

6. It is necessary that the Mediator should be God, that he might bring his peo-

ple to everlasting salvation, that is, first fit them for heaven, lead them in the way
to it, and then receive them to it at last. For this reason, he is styled, ' The
Author and Finisher of our faith ;

'"* and it is said, that as ' he began the good
work, so he performs it,''* or carries it on to perfection. Grace is Christ's gift and
work, as he purchased it by his blood, while on earth ; and it is necessary that he

should apply it by his power. As Zerubbabel, who was a type of him, after he

had laid the foundation-stone of the temple, at last ' brought forth the head-stone

thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace, unto it ;'° so Christ works all our

works for us and in us, till he brings them to perfection, and ' presents his people

unto himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but

that it should be holy, and without blemish. 'p Now, this is certainly a divine work

;

and, consequently, he who performs it must be a divine Person.

7. It was necessary that our Mediator should be God, inasmuch as the everlast-

ing happiness of his people consists in the enjoyment of him. He is not only the

Author of their complete blessedness, but, as we may say, the matter of it. They
are made happy, not only by him, but in him. Accordingly, heaven is described

as a state in which they ' behold his glory, 'i and ' see him as he is.'' Since, then,

he is the Fountain of blessedness, it is requisite that he should be God as well

as Man.

Why the Mediator required to he Man.

It was requisite that the Mediator should be Man. When we speak of the ne-

cessity of Christ's incarnation, we are not to understand that it was absolutely

necessary, without supposing the divine will or purpose to redeem man. For as

our redemption was not in itself necessary, but was so only as the result of God's

purpose relating to it, so Christ's incarnation was necessary as a means to accom-

plish it. This is what divines generally call a conditional necessity.* As Christ

was ordained to be a Mediator between God and man, it was requisite that he should

i Rom. vi. 14. k James iv. 4. 1 1 Cor. xv 26. m Heb. xii. 2.

n Phil. i. 6. o Zech. iv. 7. p Epli. v. 27. q John xvii. 24.

r 1 John iii. 2. s It is otherwise stvled Neressitas consequentiae.
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become Man. The reason assigned is, that he might perform obedience to the law.

That obedience to the law was required, in order to his making satisfaction for sin,

we shall have occasion to consider, when we speak of his priestly office. All that

need be observed under this Head is, that this obedience could not be performed by
him in the divine nature ; for in that nature he cannot be under any obligation to

perform that which belongs only to those who are creatures, and, as such, subjects.

Hence, if he be made under the law, he must have a nature fitted and disposed to

yield obedience.

Some have inquired, whether it was possible for Christ to have answered this

end, by taking any other nature into union with his divine Person ; or, whetlier it

might have been brought about by his taking on him the nature of angels. I shall

not enter so far into this subject as to determine whether God might, had he

pleased, have accepted of obedience in any other nature fitted for that purpose.

But we have ground, from scripture, to conclude, that this was the only way which

God had ordained for the redemption of man. Hence, though Christ might have

performed obedience in some other finite nature, or might have taken the nature

of angels, his doing so would not, in all respects, have answered those many great

ends which were designed by his incarnation. And as this was the way in which

God ordained that man should be redeemed, it was necessary that he should take

the human nature into union with his divine. And inasmuch as he was to yield

obedience to the same law which we had violated, it was necessary that he should,

as the apostle expresses it, be 'made of a woman.'' God had ordained, as an ex-

pedient most conducive to his own glory, that he who was to be our Redeemer
should run the same race with us ; and also that he should suffer what was due to

us, as the consequence of our rebellion against him, that so, as ' the Captain of

our salvation, he should be made perfect through sufferings.''^ And inasmuch as

sufferings were due to us in our bodies, it was necessary, God having so ordained

it, that he should suffer in his body, as well as in his soul ; and as death entered

into the world by sin, so God ordained that we should be redeemed from the power

of the grave, by one who died for us. On these grounds, it was necessary that he

should be man.
There are other ends mentioned in this Answer, which render it necessary that

he should be man, namely, that he might advance our nature. It was a very great

honour which that particular nature which he assumed was advanced to, that it

was taken into union with his divine Person. Though it had no intrinsic dignity

or glory, above what other intelligent, finite, sinless beings are capable of ; yet it

had a greater relative glory than any other creature had, or can have. This may
be illustrated by a similitude taken from the body of man. How mean soever the

body is in itself ;
yet its relation to the soul adds a degree of excellency to it, in a

relative sense, greater than what belongs to any creature destitute of understand-

ing. So the human nature of Christ, though it had not in itself a glory greater

than what another finite creature might have been advanced to ; yet, when con-

sidered as united to the divine nature, its glory, in a relative sense, may be said to

be infinite. Now, as Christ's being truly and properly man, was a particular in-

stance in him of the advancement of our nature to a greater degree of honour thau

what has been conferred on any other creature, this lays the highest obligation on

us to admire and adore him, and should be an inducement to us not to debase, by
the commission of those sins which are the greatest reproach unto it, that nature

whicli God has, in this respect, delighted to honour.

Another consequence of Christ's incarnation, whereby it farther appears that it

was requisite that he should be man, is, that in our nature he might make inter-

cession for us. For understanding this, let it be considered that the divine nature

cannot, properly speaking, be said to make intei'cession ; since this includes woi'-

ship, and argues the Person who intercedes, to be dependent and indigent, which

is inconsistent with the self-sufficiency and independency of the Godhead. Hence,

had Christ been merely God, he could not have made intercession for us ; and his

making intercession is the necessary result of his incarnation.

t Gal. iv. 4. u Heb. ii. 10.
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It may be objected that as ' the Spirit' is said to 'make intercession for the saints

according to the will of (jlod,''' though he has no human nature to make interces-

sion in ; so Christ might have made intercession lor us, though he had not been
incarnate. But when the Spirit is said to make' intercession for us, the statement
is not to be understood of his appearing in the presence of God, and so offering

prayers or supplications to him in our behalf. It means only his enabling us to

pray for ourselves ; which is an effect of his power, working this grace in us.

Hence, the apostle, speaking concerning the same thing, says elsewhere, ' God
hath sent the Spirit of his Son into our liearts, crying, Abba, Father, '^ that is, en-

abling us to cry, * Abba, Father.' Such an intercession as this is not unbecoming
a divine Person ; and this is what is plainly the sense of those scriptures in which
the Spirit is said to intercede for us. As for Christ's intercession, it consists in

his praying for us, rather than in enabling us to pray ; so that it was requisite that
he should be man, in order to perform it.

As another objection, it is generally supposed that Christ made intercession for

his people before his incarnation. It is concluded, for example, that he is intended

by 'the angi-l of the Lord,' who is represented as pleading for Israel, ' (X'Lord of

hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, and upon the cities of

Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?'*

and also as pleading in their behalf against the accusations of Satan, ' The Lord
rebuke thee. Satan ; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee :

Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?''^ Now, say the objectors, if he
made intercession at that time, when he had no human nature, his incarnation

was not necessary in order to his making it. But though we allow that Christ is

often represented, in the Old Testament, as interceding for his people ; yet the

expressions which so represent him either are proleptical, and do not denote so

much what Christ then did, as what he would do after he had assumed our nature

;

or they imply that the salvation of the church, under that dispensation, was owing
to the intercession which Christ would make after his incarnation, as well as to

that satisfaction which he would give to the justice of God in our nature. Hence,
Christ, in those scriptures, is represented as procuring those blessings for his peo-

ple, by what he would, in reality, do after his incarnation ; the virtue of which is

supposed to be extended to them at that time. He interceded for them, not foi-mal-

ly, but virtually. His having done so, therefore, does not prove that his incarnation

was not necessary for his making that intercession, which he ever lives to conduct
in behalf of his church.

It is farther observed, that it was requisite that our Mediator should be Man,
that he might have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities. The apostle says, ' He was
touched with the feeling of our infirmities,' having been, ' in all points,' in his hu-
man nature, * tempted like as we are, yet without sin.'*^ As God, it is true, he
has a perlect, namely, a divine knowledge of our infirmities, but not an experimen-
tal knowledge of them. In this respect, therefore, had he not been Man, lie could
not have been said to sympathize with us in them. Hence, his compassion towards
us has this additional motive taken from his incarnation. It was in this respect

that he had the passions of the human nature, and is induced, from what he once ex-

perienced, to help our infirmities, as being such as he himself condescended to bear.

It may be added, as a farther consequence of his incarnation, that we are made
partakers of the adoption of sons, and have comfort and access, Avith boldness, to the

throne of grace. The apostle gives us occasion to infer, from his being made of a
woman, and made under the law, not only that 'he might redeem them that were un-

der the law,' but that ' we might receive the adoption of sons ;'•' and he encouragesus,

from hence, to ' come boldly to the tlirone of grace.' '^ As Christ's sonship, as Media-
tor, includes his incarnation, and was the ground and reason of the throne of grace

being erected, to which we are invited to come ; so, he being, in the same respect,

constituted Heir of all things, believers, who are the sons of God in a lower sense,

are styled, 'heirs of God, and joiut-heirs with Christ.''' lie is the Head and

X Rom. viii. 27. y Gal. iv. 6. z Zech. i. 12. a Zech. iii. 2.

b Heb. iv. 15. c Gal. iv. 5. d tieb. iv. 16. e Kom. viii. 17*
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Lord of tliis great family. He purchased an inheritance for them ; and, as mem-
bers of his family, they have a right to it in the virtue of his purchase. Hence,

his incarnation, which was necessary in order to this, was the great foundation of

our obtaining the privileges of God's adopted children, and of our access by him to

the Father. We first come by faith to him who, if we may allude to Elihu's

words, ' was formed out of the clay,' so that ' his terror shall not make us afraid,

neither shall his hand be heavy upon us;'^ and, through him, we come to God, as

to our reconciled Father.

Why the Mediator required to he God and Man in one Person,

It was requisite that the Mediator should be God and man in one Person.

Had his human nature been a distinct human person, the work of our redemption

would have been brought about by two persons, which would each have had
the character of Mediator ; unless two persons could be so united as to constitute

but one, which is no better than a contradiction.

It is farther observed, in the Answer under our present consideration, that

there were works to be performed proper to each nature. In the human nature,

he was to perform every thing which implied subjection, obedience, or suffering.

And, though none of these could be performed by him, in his divine nature ; yet

an infinite worth, value, and dignity, was to be added to them, which was not so

much the result of any thing done by him in that nature, as of the union of the

human nature with it. On this account, the obedience he performed had, in a rela-

tive sense, the same value as if it had been performed in his divine nature. Hence,

it is said, ' God purchased the church with his own blood. 's

We may add, that as each nature was distinct, and their properties not in the

least confounded, as was before observed ; so we often read, in scripture, of distinct

properties attributed to the same person which are opposed to each other, namely,

mortality and immortality, weakness and omnipotence, dependence and indepen-

dence, (fee. But this could not, with any propriety of speaking, be applied to him,

had he not been God and man in the same person. This is generally styled, by
divines, 'a communication of properties.'^ We must observe, concerning it, that

the properties of the one nature are not predicated of the other ; as the Lutherans

suppose, when they conclude that the human nature of Christ is omnipresent, and
found upon that idea their doctrine of Consubstantiation. But we assert, that the

properties of the one nature are predicated of the same person to whom the other

nature belongs. Hence, when we say, that the Person who was God obeyed and suf-

fered, or the Person who was man paid an infinite price to the justice of God, we
are iar from asserting that the Godhead of Christ obeyed, or the manhood merit-

ed.* This is the necessary result of his two natures being united in one Person.

There are two things observed in illustrating this matter.

1. That the works of each nature must be accepted of God for us, as the works

of the whole Person, or of the same Person. If the nature that obeyed and suf-

fered had been a human person, his obedience and sufferings could not have been

of infinite value, or accepted by God as a sufficient price of redemption. They
could not have had this value reflected on them, had they not been the works of

a divine Person ; and those rays of divine glory which shone forth in his human
nature, could have had no immediate relation to it, had it been a distinct Person

from that of his Godhead.
2. It is farther observed, that those works which were performed by him in each

nature, are to be relied on by us as the works of the whole Person. This reliance

contains an instance of adoration, and supposes the Person who performs the works

to be God, which he was not in his human nature. We are, therefore, to adore

our Mediator, and rely on the works performed by him in his human nature, as he

is God and man in one Person. As we have sufficient ground from scripture, to

conclude that the Mediator is the object of divine adoration ; so we are to depend

f Job xxxiii. 6. g Acts xx. 28. h See Sect. • The Personal Properties of the Son and
of the Hilly Spirit,' under Quest- ix, x. xi. i This is genu ally st\le(l by divines, Commu-
nicatio idiomatum in concrete, non in abstracto.
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on him, as a divine Porson, for salvation, and our worship docs not terminate on
his human nature, hut on his deity. But, if his human nature had been a distinct
human person, we coukl not he said to adore liim that died for us and rose again.
On all these grounds, therefore, it is necessary that he should be not only God and
Man, but that these two natures should be united in one Person.

THE TITLES AND OFFICES OF THE MEDIATOR.

Question XLI. Why was our Mediator called Jesus f

Answer. Our Mediator was called Jesus, because he saveth his people from their sins.

Question XLII. Why was our Mediator called Christ f

Answer. Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was anointed with the Holy Ghost above
nien<ure. atid so set apart, and fully furtiished with all authority and ability, to execute the otlices
of Prophet, Priest, and King of his church, in the estate both of his humiliation and exaltation.

Having considered our Mediator as God and man, in one person, we are now to
speak of him as having those glorious titles and characters attributed to him,
which are expressive of his mediatorial work and dignity. He is variously deno-
minated in scripture as Mediator. Sometimes he is called ' Lord ;'* at other
times ' Jesus ;'' elsewhere, ' The Lord Jesus ;'™ also, ' The Lord Christ ;'° and in

other places, ' The Lord Jesus Christ.'" He is called ' Lord,' to denote the in-

finite dignity of his person as God equal with tlie Father. This name, as was
observed under a foregoing Answer,? is given him in the New Testament, in
the same sense in which he is called ' Jehovah ' in the Old. It is given him also
to denote his divine sovereignty, as the Governor of the world and the church,
and particularly as executing his kingly office as Mediator. In the two Answers,
under our present consideration, he is farther described by his mediatorial charac-
ters, ' Jesus,' and ' Christ.'

The Meaning of the Name Jesus.

Our Mediator is very often called Jesus in the New Testament. This name
signifies 'a Saviour,' as was particularly intimated by the angel who gave direc-
tion, before his birth, ^ that he should be so called. He is styled not only our
Saviour, but 'our salvation,' in the abstract. Thus the prophet, foretelling his
incariuition, says, ' Behold, thy salvation cometh ; his reward is with him, and his
work before him •,'"" and when Simeon held him in his arms, ' He blessed God and
said. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, accprding to thy word,
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.'* He is a Saviour, as he brings about
salvation for us, and we attain it by him ; and he may be styled our salvation, as
our eternal blessedness consists in the enjoyment of him. '

Salvation includes a
preserving and delivering us from all evil ; which some call the negative idea of
it. It includes also a conferring on us of the greatest good ; which is the posi-
tive idea of it. In saving us from evil, he is sometimes said to ' deliver us from
this present evil world.'' p]lsewhere we are said to be ' saved from wrath through
him.'" As all the deliverance we experience or hope for, is included in the word
' salvation,' so are all the spiritual blessings wherewith we are blessed in this or in
a better world. On this account, he who is the purchaser and Author of these, is

called Jesus.

1. Since Christ is called Jesus, let us bo exhorted to take heed that we do not en-
tertain any unworthy thoughts of him, or of that salvation which he has procured.
Let us not suppose that the salvation is indefinite or indeterminate ; or that he
did not come into the world to save a certain number, who shall eventually obtain

k Phil. iv. 5. 1 Matt. i. 21. m Acts ix. 17. n Colos. iii. 24.
Colos. i. 2. p See pajjes 170—179. q Matt. i. 21. r Isa. Ixii. U.

s Luke ii. 28—30. t Gal. i. 4. u Kom. v. 9.

1 3q
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this blessing ; or that he is the Redeemer, and conse3[uentlj the Saviour, of many
who shall tinallj perish, which is little better than a contradiction. Nor let us

suppose that it is in the power of man to make his salvation of none effect. What-
ever difficulties there may be in the way, he will certainly overcome them ; otherwise

he would be called Jesus, or a Saviour, to no purpose. Hence, they who suppose

him to be the Saviour of all mankind, upon the uncertain condition that they im-

prove their natural powers, or that they so use the liberty of their will as to render
his purpose relating to their salvation effectual, do not give him that glory which
belongs to him as bearing the name of Jesus.

2. Let us take heed that we do not extenuate his salvation to our own dis-

couragement ; as though he were not able to save to the uttermost all that come
unto God by him, or did not come into the world to save the chief of sinners ; or as

though we had certain ground to conclude our case to be so deplorable that we are

out of the reach of his salvation.

3. Let none presume, without ground, that he is their Saviour, or that they have
an interest in him as such, while in an unconverted state ; or vainly conclude,

that they shall be saved by him, without faith in him, or subjection to him.

4. Let this name ' Jesus ' tend to excite in us the greatest thankfulness, espe-

cially if we have experienced the beginning of the work of salvation ; and let us

encourage ourselves to hope, that having begun the good work in us, he will finish

it, when he shall appear, a second time, without sin unto salvation.

The Meaning of the Name Christ.

Our Mediator is called ' Christ,' or as it is generally expressed in the Old Testa-

ment, 'the Messiah.' This name signifies a person anointed. Thus it is said,

* We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ,'^ or as it is

in the margin, 'the Anointed.' As anointing was made use of under the cere-

monial law, in the public inauguration and investiture of prophets, priests, and
kings, in their respective offices, they are, for that reason, called ' God's anointed.'

Thus it is said, concerning the prophets, ' Touch not mine anointed, and do my
prophets no harm.'y Kings are likewise so styled. Samuel says, ' Surely the

Lord's anointed is before him.'^ These were often anointed, though not always.*

The priests, however, were always anointed, when they entered on their ofdce.

The high priest is described, as he ' upon whose head the anointing oil was
poured.' So we read of ' the precious ointment upon the head that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments.'^

This was not an insignificant ceremony, or merely political, in which respect it is

used in our day, in the inauguration of kings. But it was an ordinance to signify

God's designation of persons to the office which they were to execute ; and in, using

it, they were to expect those qualifications which were necessary, and to depend
upon him for them. It was more especially designed, however, to typify the

solemn inauguration and investiture of our Saviour, in the offices of Prophet, Priest,

and King of his church ; and in allusion to it, he is called • the Messiah,' or ' the

X John i. 41. y Psal. cv. 15. z 1 Sam. xvi. 6.

a Prophets were, indeedi, often set apart for that office, without anointing. It seems proliable,

however, from the command of God to Elijah to anoint Elisha to be a prophet in his room, that

when they were called in an extraordinary manner, to he public prophets, and in that respect, us is

said concerning the prophet Jeremiah, (chap. i. 10.) 'set over nations and kingdoms,' they were
not only sanctiKed and ordained to their office, but the ceremony of anointing was used, especially

when some other prophet was appointed to install them. As lor kings, though they were not always
anointed, yet the cerimoiiy was generallv used, as is observed by some Jewish writers, when the

kingdom was rent out of the hatni of one, aiid another was, by immeiliate divine direction, appointed
to riign in his stead. Thus, when the kingdom was taken from Saul. David was anointed. The
ceremony was used also in other instances, though the crown was inherited l)y lineal descent, when
any other made pretensions to it. Thus David connnaiuied Solomon to be anointed, because
Adoiiijah pretended to it,— I Kings i. 34. Ami Joash was anointed, thouj^h he had a right to the
crown, as desrending from Ahaziah, who was king before him, because the crown hail, tor some
time, been usurped by Athaliah,

—

2 Kings xi. 12. In these, and similar cases, kings were installed in
their office by unction, though in other instances, it was not universally practised.

b i'sal. cxxxiii. 2.
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Christ.' His anointing was not external, or visible, with material oil ; but it sig-

nified, in a spiritual sense, his receiving a commission from the Father to execute

the offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. On this account he is styled, God's
' holy child Jesus, whom he had anointed.'*^ This unction, as it was of a spiritual

nature, so it was attended with greater circumstances of glory ; and the offices he

was appointed to execute, were more spiritual, extensive, and advantageous, than

theirs who were his types. The psalmist says of him, ' God, thy God, hath anoint-

ed thee with the oil of gladness, above thy fellows.'*^ He was anointed to execute

his prophetic office, ' to preach the gospel to the poor.'® He was anointed also to

execute liis priestly office. The prophet Daniel speaks of him, as ' finishing trans-

gression, making an end of sin, and bringing in an everlasting righteousness,''

which he did as a Priest ; and then he speaks of ' anointing ' liim, who was ' most
holy,' as infinitely excelling all those who were anointed with holy oil. He is said

to be anointed also to execute his kingly office. With respect to this, he is called

the Lord's anointed ; and God says, concerning him, * I have set,' or, as it is in

the margin, ' anointed, ^ly King upon my holy hill of Zion.'s Now, there are three

things which are more especially intended in this unction, which are particularly

mentioned in this Answer.

1. His being set apart or separated from the rest of mankind, as the only Person

who was designed to execute these offices, together with his public investiture in them.

For rightly understanding this, let it be considered that there was an eternal

designation of him by the Father to these offices. Thus the apostle speaks of him
as one 'who was foreordained before the foundation of the world. '** Some think

that this eternal designation of him is intended also by that expression of the

psalmist, ' I will declare the decree ; the Lord hath said unto me. Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten thee ;

' and that it is intended likewise by the ex-

pression, ' I was set up from everlasting.''' This we may call his eternal inaugu-

ration, which was the foundation, ground, and reason of his incanuitiun, or of that

inauguration or investiture which was visible to men in time.

The visible inauguration of Christ in time is the second thing to be considered,

in his being set apart to execute these offices. When he came into the world, there

was a glorious declaration given, both to angels and to men, that he was the Person

upon whom God had conferred this honour. Accordingly, he as Mediator received

glory from the angels, by a divine warrant. So some understand that scripture,

* When he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the

angels of God worship him.'' Elsewhere, too, we read™ of the angels being

sent, as heralds, to make proclamation of this matter to men, at his coming into

the world. And, when he entered on his public ministry, there was, immediately

after his baptism, a divine declaration given, as a farther visible confirmation of

his being set apart. ' The heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit

of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him ; and lo, a voice from heaven,

saying. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.'" John the Baptist

was immediately raised up, as a prophet, to signify to the world his being set apart

to the mediatorial offices. This he did at the time when our Saviour entered

on his public ministry. He speaks of him as 'preferred before himself;' not only

as having a more excellent nature, but as being set apart to a higher office, than

that to which he was called. Accordingly, he styles him, ' The Lamb of God ;

'

intimating, that God had set him apart, as the great sacrifice which was to be

offere<l for sin.° Soon after, he gives another testimony to this, together with a

glorious, yet just, character of the Person who was invested with the mediatorial

authority. He says, concerning him, ' A man can receive nothing, except it be given

him from heaven.' These words are as if he had said, " I have not received this hon-

our of being the Christ, and of doing the works which he does ; but it is given him
from heaven. I am not ' the bridegroom ' of the church, but ' his friend,' who ' rejoice

greatly, because of his voice.' ' What he hath seen and heard, that he testified.*

c Arts iv. 27. <1 Psal. xlv. 7. e Luke iv. 18. f Dan. ix. 24.

g Pssl. ii. 2. compare<l with vtr. 6. h 1 Pet. i. 20. i Psal. ii. 7. k Prov. viii. 23.

1 lleb. i. 6. m Luke ii. 10, IL ii Alatt. iii. 16, 17. o John i. 29, 30.
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And God hath sent him; 'whose word he speaketh.' ' For God giveth not the

Spirit bj measure unto him; the Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things

into his hand.'? He was, therefore, set apart by him, to perform the work of a
Mediator, which belongeth not unto me."

2. Christ was furnished with authority, or had a commission given him, to per-

form the work he was engaged in, as Mediator. This was absolutely necessary.

The apostle says, concerning the priesthood in general, ' No man taketh this

honour unto himself, but he that is called of God,' and authorized by him to per-

form it, ' as was Aaron ; so also Christ glorified not himself, but he that said unto

him. Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee ; and thou art a Priest for

ever, after the order of Melchisedec.'i As it was reckoned an intrusion, and no

other than an act of profaneness, for any one to exercise a sacred office without a

divine warrant, it was necessary that our Saviour should be furnished with one.

The work he was to perform was glorious : the consequences of it were of the high-

est importance ; and his services would not have been accepted, or availed to

answer their great ends, had he not received a commission ffora the Father. That
he came into the world with this commission and authority, derived from him, he

constantly asserts and proves. He asserts it, when speaking concerning himself, he

says, that ' God the Father had sealed him ;'* and when he elsewhere says, * I

have power to lay down Iny life, and to take it again ; this commandment have I

received of my Father.'^ And he not only asserts but proves it. Every miracle

which he wrought was a confirmation of it ; and, in every one, a divine testimony

was affixed to this commission. Accordingly he says, ' The works that I do in my
Father's name, they bear witness of me.'* And elsewhere, when he asserts his

authority, and proves that ' the woi'ds which he spake, he spake not of himself;'

he adds, 'the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.'" He thus appeals

to those miraculous works which were performed, either by himself, or by the

Father. This he might well do, because the Father and he had the same divine

power. And, by appealing to these, he intimates that the commission which he

received from the Father was attested in this extraordinary manner.

3. Our Saviour's unction included an ability to execute those offices which he

was engaged in as Mediator. We formerly observed, that when persons, under

the ceremonial law, were anointed to execute the offices either of prophet, priest,

or king, not only was their unction an ordinance, to signify that they had a divine

warrant to execute them, but they were thereby given to expect those qualifications

which were necessary to the discharge of them. God never calls to an office, but

he qualifies lor it. Thus our Saviour was furnislied with ability, as well as au-

thority. This was more especially applicable to his human nature, in which he

was to obey and suffer. As to his divine nature, it could not be the subject of a
derived power, or of qualification conferred upon it. Now this ability, with which

our Saviour was furnished as man, was that which rendered him fit to perform the

work which he came into the world to do. As a Prophet, he was qualified to preach

the gospel with greater wisdom and authority than all others, who ever were en-

gaged in this work. His very enemies confessed, that ' never man spake like him.'*

He had continual assistance from God, which preserved him from all mistakes ; so

that what he delivered was infallibly true, and, as such, to be depended on. He
was furnished also with zeal for the glory of God, yet such as was tempered with

sympathy, meekness, and compassion towards his people,—with a holy courage,

resolution, and fortitude which preserved liim from fainting, or being discouraged

under all his sufferings,—and with a constant disposition and inclination to refei

all to the glory of the Father, and not to assume any branch of divine honour to

his human nature. By this means, the whole discharge of his ministry was ac-

ceptable, both to God and to man.

The Offices of the Mediator.

Having thus shown the reasons why our Saviour is called Christ, we are led to

p John iii. 27—35 q Heb. v. 4—5. r John vi. 27. s John x. 18.

t John X. 25. u John xiv. 10, 11. x John vii. 47>
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consider the offices which he was anointed to execute, on account of which he is

staled, the Prophet, Priest, and King of his church. Here we shall premise some
things in general concerning tliese three offices. Afterwards we shall treat of each
of them, as they are described in the following Answers,

1. Concerning the number of the offices which he executes, thej are three.

Some have in(juired, whether there are not more than three executed by him ; in-

asmuch as there are several characters and relations which Christ is described by,
and is said to stand in to his people, besides those of Prophet, Priest, and King.
Thus he is styled, 'the Head of the body, the church, '? 'an Husband' to it,^ and
'a Bridegroom ;'* and elsewhere he is said to perform the office of 'a Shepherd.'
He styles himself, 'the good Shepherd ;'*' and he is called, 'the Captain of our
salvation.'"^ Many other characters also of a similar nature are given him. Some
have hence taken occasion to think, that several of these contain ideas distinct from
those of a Prophet, Priest, and King, and therefore that there are more offices

than these executed by him. But all that needs be said is, that these, and other
cliaracters and relations which are ascribed to Christ in scripture, are all included
in or reducible to one or other of these three offices. [See Note 3 L, page 494.]
We have, therefore, no reason to conclude that he executes any other offices, dis-

tinct from them, as Mediator.

2. The condition of fallen man, the method in which God designed to bring him
to salvation, and the adaptation of that method to the end intended, rendered it

necessary that Christ should execute these three offices. We are all of us, by na-
ture, ignorant of divine truth, and prejudiced against it. ' The natural man,' says
the apostle, ' receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.'^ It
is necessary, therefore, that Christ should execute the office of a Prophet to lead
us into all truth, and give us this spiritual discerning of it. Moreover, we are all

'guilty before God,'^ and can by no means make atonement, give satisfaction to
his justice, or pi-ocure a pardon ; nor can we plead any thing done by us, as a
ground of our receiving pardon. We need, therefore, that Christ should execute
the office of a Priest, and so first make atonement, and then intercession, for us.

Again, we are all, by nature, obstinate and rebellious, and exposed to many dan-
gers and enemies who are too strong for us. It is necessary, therefore, that Christ
should execute the office of a King, to subdue our corruptions, and restrain and
conquer our enemies.

Tlie way in which God brings his people to salvation, also requires Christ's
executing his threefold office. Salvation must be purchased, proclaimed, and
applied. The first of these respects Christ's priestly office ; the second, his pro-
phetical ; and the third, his kingly. Accordingly he is said to be ' made of God
unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ;'^ and elsewhere he
styles himself, 'The Way, the Truth, and the Life.'e Moreover, in the execution
of these offices, and bringing us thereby to salvation, he deals with God and man
in different respects ; with God, more especially, as a Priest, in satisfying his jus-
tice, and procuring his favour. As the High Priest under the law, who was a type
of Christ's priestly office, is said to have been ' ordained for men in things pertain-
ing to God, that he might offer both gilts and sacrifices for sins ;''» so Christ, our
(reat High Priest, by offering himself a sacrifice, performed that part of his minis-
try which pertained to God, in the behalf of men. He deals with God, also, by
appearing in his presence, continually making intercession for them. On the other
hand, he deals with men, as designing to bring them to God ; and this he does
more especially as a Prophet and a King.

3. These three offices, which Christ executes, are distinct, and therefore not to

be confounded. This we maintain against Socinus and his followers. They speak
of Christ, indeed, as a Prophet, Priest, and King ; which they are obliged to do,

because the words are so frequently mentioned in scripture. Yet the sense they
give of them amounts to little more than an acknowledgment of his prophetic

y Ooloss. i. 18. z Isai. liv. 5. a Jolin iii. 29. b John x. 14. c Heb. ii. 10.
id 1 Cor. ii. 14. e Rom. iii. 19. f 1 Cor. i. 30. g John xiv. 6. h Heb. v. 1.
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office. Eveu this, as thej explain it, includes nothing more than what other pro-

phets who went before him either were, or might have been, qualified to perform.

For any one who is under divine inspiration may infallibly declare the will of God,
and give forth those laws by which God has ordained that his church should be
governed ; and our Saviour, according to them, does little more than this. They
speak of him, indeed, as a Priest ; but not as making satisfaction for our sins to

the justice of God, nor as interceding in virtue thereof, but only as putting up
prayers and supplications to him on our behalf, little different from those prayers

and supplications which were put up by other prophets in behalf of the people.

—

Again, they speak of him as a King ; but not as subduing our wills, or conquering

our enemies by almighty power. Or, if they allow that he subdues us to himself

as a King
;
yet, in their farther explanation of his doing so, they mean nothing by

it but his gaining us over to his side by arguments, freeing us from our ignorance,

and overcoming our prejudices against truth by a clear revelation of it. Or, if they

speak of his conquering our enemies, they intend nothing by it but his guarding and
defending his people, by furnishing them with arguments to resist their subtle at-

tempts against them. Now, all these things are reducible to his prophetic office : so

that, though they speak of him as executing three offices, it is no more than if they

should assert that he executes only one. The most they intend is, that he is a
Teacher sent from God, and consequently not much superior in excellency to

Moses, who was a prophet raised up from among his brethren, and had the honour-

able character given him that he was ' faithful in all his house.' Yet the apostle

proves, by what he says of our Lord Jesus, that ' he was counted worthy of more
glory, as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house ;' and
he farther styles him a divine Person, when he says, ' he that built all things is

God.'i

4. These three offices which Christ executes are not to be divided, especially as

they are executed in a way which is effectual to the salvation of those who are

concerned in them. He may, indeed, in an objective way, reveal the will of God,
or give laws to his church, as a Prophet, without working savingly upon the under-

standing. He may also execute his kingly office, as a Judge, in pouring forth the

vials of his wrath on his enemies, without subduing the stubbornness of their wills,

or bringing them to the obedience of faith. Nevertheless, we must conclude that,

wheresoever he executes these offices in a saving way, he executes them all. Hence,

though the offices are distinguished, yet, in the execution of them, they are not

divided. Thus, whosoever is so taught by him, as a Prophet, as to be made wise

to salvation, is redeemed by his blood as a Priest, overcome by his power as a
King, and brought into subjection to his will in all things. So to all for whom,
as a Priest, he hath purchased peace, he will, in his own time, proclaim it as a

Prophet ; and enable them to believe in him, by making them willing in the day
of his power.

5. He executes these offices in a twofold state ; first, of humiliation, and then, of

exaltation, with different circumstances agi*eeable to each. This twofold state will

be considered in some following Answers. What we shall observe at present concern-

ing it is, that that part of Christ's priestly office in which he made atonement for sin,

was executed on earth in his state of humiliation ; while the other part of it, con-

sisting in his intercession, together with some branches of his prophetic and kingly

office, were executed both in earth and heaven, though in a different manner,

agreeable to those circumstances of glory in which he was and is.

i Heb. iii. 2, 3.

[Note 3 L. The Number of Christ's Offices—The classification of Christ's offices into three,

may probably appear, on even slight reflection, to be altogether arbitrary. Mediator, Head, Surety,

Redeemer, Paraclete, Pastor, are official names as surely given our Lord in scripture as Pro-

phet, Priest, King. Nor is there any scriptural authority for comprehending these ard other

titles under fhice, rather than under any other number. The popular classification claims no higher

siinction tlian the authority of the schoolmen, and is desi^'iied solely to promote distinctness and
com[)rehensiveness in our views of the mediatorial character. 1 have a strong impression, however,
that it seriously confuses these viev\s. Let one cjirefully examine either Dr. Ridpili y's exposi-

tion of the pioplietic and the kingly offices, or ihat of any other approved oithodox divine ; and he



THE TITLES AND OFFICES OF THE MEDIATOR. 495

will find tliHt what is said resnrctinjr either office miiv. in a great measure, he substitute., fur wh^t

i. xxi.l reM)ectinL' the other. The ehief, it not the oi,l>, ditTereiiee is tliHt more is saw) re^pectms

Chn.t as a King, than respecting him as a Prophet. His prophetic ofliee is disc-ussed "' ternis, and

exhihiitd in functions and results which simplv make it a part ot his kingly office. J he etlect oi

discussing ihe t«o as il they were distinct, is the same upon our vie\\8 of his character as King, as

the effect ot discussing bis'suretiship or redemptionai work apart /rom his priesthood, would bave

upon our vieus of his character as Priest. His being a Surety or a Redeemer is no less inclu<led in

his iifcing a Priest, than his being a Prophet is included in his being a King.

The grand, and almost oi.lv, authority for our Lord's being called, a Prophet is the passage : 1 be

Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto

me : unto him ^e shall hearken,' Deut. xviii. 15. Now the distinctive character of Moses was that

of a lav>giver and a ruler. As a lawgiver, he was distinguished from even such prophets as bamuel,

Elijah, and Elisha ; and as both a lawgiver and a ruler, he was distinguished from all the Pjopbets

whose official work was simplv to ' reveal or declare the will of God.' But Chnst is ' a Prophet

like unto him.' What follows but that, as a Prophet, he is the ruler and the lawgiver, or, jn

other words, the King of his people? Accordingly, the apostle Peter, in referrng to Moses pre-

diction, quotes it as a proof that Christ shall reign at the right hand ot power till he subdue all his

enemies. • Whom the heaven must receive until the times of reslitution of all things, winch God

hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said

unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord \our God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto

me; him shall ye bear in ail things whatsoever he shall say unto you.'
• ,r a-

The only apparent scriptural reason which I am aware ot having been assigned for regarding

Christ's prophetic work as distinct from his kingship, is that, in some instances, the ancient pro-

phets, like priests and kings, were anointed. This reason, however, is not valid, but rather oper-

ates against the opinion which it is desigm d to support, unless an instance could be adduced ot the

anoiniing of a prophet who teas not a ruler or judye. It any individual was at the same time judge

and piophet, and if he was anointed while all persons who were prophets only were not anointed,

whataie we to infer but that he received his anointing in connexion solely with his judgeship?

Anointing appears to have been practised onl\ as regarded either a ministration with God lor man,

or a ministration with man for God. A priest performed services toward God, and a kmg per-

formed services toward man; the one conducted the affairs of the sanctuary, and the other con-

ducted the affairs of the congregation ; the former worked out reconciliation with God, and the

latter controlled the enmity, and directed the obedience of men ; and both were anointed as types

of the great priest who is King of righteousness, and who 'sits a Priest upon his throne.

"When Zechariah beheld our Lord in vision, or saw emblematic representations ot his official char-

acter and work, there were exhibited to him 'two olive-trees by ' the golden candlestick in the

holv place, 'one upon the right si(.e of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereoL' 'Then

ans'weied \,' sa\s the prophet, ' What are these two olive-trees upon the right side ot the candlestu^,

and upon the left side thpreof? Then said he, These are the two anointed ones that stand by the

Lord of the whole earth,' Zech. iv. '2, 11, 14. To explain further to him the import of bis visiori,

he is told that there are tuo crowns, the silver and the golden, the priestly crown and the regal,

—that these are put upon the head of Joshua, the high priest, the type of the Saviour,_that 'the

man whose name is THE BRANCH shall sit anil rule upon his throne, an<l shall be a priest upon his

throne,' while ' the counsel ot peace shall be between' his crowns, and his priesthood and kingship

united in mutual subserxiency and co-operation, Zech. vi. 9— 13. See also Heb. vii. 1—3. 'The

anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth,' are thus luo ; they both bear rule, the

one in a priestlv way and t'he other in a kingly ; and they are united in the person of the Branch

w ho is
' a priest upon his throne.' Yet John, 'w ho . mphaticall\ describes our Lord as • the faithful

and true Witness! and dwells both in the use of that title and in the use ot others, upon the work

whnh is popularly ascribed to him as the prophet of his people, sa)S respecting ' the two ivitnesses

of one ot his visions, 'these are the two olive-trees and the two candlesti> ks standing before the

God ot the earth.' .• x •
i «

There is thus, I think, some direct scripture-authority for regarding our Lord s mediatorial othces

as comprehended in two. This classification, at all events, will be found more conducive to clear,

definite conceptions of his character and work than that which views his prophetic work apart from

his kingship.

—

£d.]

CHRIST'S PROPHETIC OFFICE.

QcESTioN XLIIL Bow doth Christ execute the office of a Prophet 1

Ans-wer. Christ executeth the office of a Prophet, in his revealing to the church, in all agcf,

by his Spirit and Word, in divers ways of administration, the whole will of God, in all thing* con-

cerning their edification and salvation.

The Order of Christ's Prophetic Office.

Before we consider the parts of Christ's prophetic office, and the manner of hit
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executing it, we may observe the order in •which it is mentioned, as set before his

priestly and kinglj offices. This may give us occasion to inquire whether it be

executed before them.

1. If we consider the natural order of his executing his three offices, or the de-

pendence of the execution of them, one on the other, it must be observed that he

first executes his priestly office, and then his prophetic and kingly. Sinners must
first be redeemed by his blood, before they can be brought to a saving knowledge

of him, or an entire subjection to him. Hence, he first deals with God as a Priest,

in our behalf, and thereby prepares the way of salvation, and lays the foundation

of it in his oblation and intercession ; and then, as a Prophet and King, he deals

with men, and thereby brings them to God. So that, if the three offices were to

be laid down in their natural order, we must say that Christ executes the office of

a Priest, Prophet, and King,

2. If we consider the order in which our Saviour executed these offices, in the

exercise of his public ministry, we may say, he first produced his commission, or

proclaimed the end of his coming into the world, and proved himself to be the Messiah,

and so discovered himself to his people, as the great Prophet of his church ; and

then, as a Priest, he laid down his life, as a sacrifice for sin ; and next, as a King,

he conquered his enemies, spoiled principalities and powers, and exerted the ex-

ceeding greatness of his power in the application of redemption. It is in this re-

spect that the offices of Christ are generally treated of ; and so they are mentioned

in the same order in which they are here laid down. His prophetic office, there-

fore, is first mentioned ; and this is what we are now to consider.

Christ's Titles as a Prophet.

We shall show how Christ is described, in scripture, as the Prophet of his church.

There are many expressions whereby his prophetic office is set forth. He is styled,

' a Teacher come from God.' ^ He calls himself our ' Master,'' or the Lord of our

faith ; and, as such, he is distinguished from all other teachers, some of whom
affected very much to be called Rabbi, and would persuade the world, by an im-

plicit faith, to believe whatever they said. But our Saviour advises his disciples

to refuse that title ; for, says he, ' one is your Master, even Christ.' Again, he

is called, ' a Lawgiver,'"^ or the one and only Lawgiver ; and it is added, that he

differs from all other lawgivers, in that ' he is able to save and to destroy.'" He is

also called, ' the Angel, or Messenger of the covenant,' who reveals the covenant

of grace to us, and brings the glad tidings, that God is in him, reconciling the world

to himself. He is also called, ' the Apostle' as well as ' the High Priest of our pro-

fession ;'o because he was sent by God to publish peace, before he appointed others,

who are called apostles, or inferior ministers to him, to pursue the same design.

He is likewise styled, ' a Witness to the people,' their ' Leader and Commander ;'p

and he is farther described as ' a faithful Witness.' i He is set forth also by
several metaphorical expressions, which denote the execution of his prophetic office.

Thus he is called, 'the Light which shineth in darkness. '*" The prophet Isaiah

likewige describes him, when he says, ' Arise, shine, for thy Light is come, and
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.'^ He is likewise compared to the Sun,

the fountain of light, and so called, ' the Sun of righteousness,' which was to ' arise

with healing in his wings.'' He is called also 'the bright and Morning Star.'" By
this, and many other expressions to the same purpose, the prophetic office of Christ

is set forth in scripture.

ChrisVs Work as a Prophet.

We shall now consider what Christ does in the execution of his prophetical office.

He is said to reveal the will of God to his church.

k John iii. 2. 1 Matt, xxiii. 8. m Isn. xxxiii. 22. n James iv. 12. o Heb. iii, 1.

p ls;<. Iv. 4. (| lit V. i. o. I Juliii ). o. E Isa. Ix. 1. t Mai. ir. 2.

u Rev. x\ii. Ifi.
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1. How he was qualified for this work, which sujjposc; him to have a perfect

knowledge of the divine will. We formerly observed that the Socinians, agreeably

to the low thoughts they have of him as a mere creature, suppose that he was un-

acquainted wkh the will of God till he entered on his publii' ministry ; and that in

order to his being instructed in it, he was, soon after his baptism, taken into heaven
and there tauglit by the Father what he was to impart to mankind. This they
suppose to be the meaning of those scriptures which speak of him as * coming down
from heaven,' or ' coming forth from the Father,' into the world," and of his 'speak-

ing as the Father had taught him,' or ' what he had seen with liis Father. '^ We
showed the absurdity of this opinion elsewhere, when speaking in defence of our
Saviour's deity,' and considered that those scriptures wliich mention his coming
down from heaven plainly refer to his incarnation, and tliat the mode of expression
is the same as when God is said, in other scriptures, to come down into this world,

by his manifestative presence, which is not inconsistent witli his omnipresence.
We considered also the groundlessness and absurdity of the conjecture as to Christ's

being taken up into heaven soon after his baptism. All, therefore, that I shall add,

at present, is, that those scriptures M'hich speak of Christ's being taught the things

which he was to impart to the church, as they do not overthrow the omniscience
of his divine nature, so they give no countenance to the supposition that his human
nature was taken up into heaven to be taught the will of God. In this nature,

indeed, he needed instruction, and had no knowledge but what he received by com-
munication ; and it is plainly said of him, that 'he increased in "wisdom, ' as he
advanced in age. But the knowledge which he had, as Man, which was sufficient

to furnish him for the execution of this office, proceeded from a twofold cause.

It proceeded from the union of that nature with his divine Person, the result of
which was his having all those perfections that belong to it, of which the knowledge
of divine things is one ; for it would have been a dishonour to him, as God, to be
united to a nature that had the least blemish or defect, or was unqualified for the
work which he was to perform in it. Besides this, our Saviour had an unction
from the Holy Ghost ; which, as was formerly observed, implies not only his re-

ceiving a commission, but, together therewith, all necessary qualifications to dis-

charge the work he was engaged in, which include in them his knowing the whole
will of God. Accordingly, it is said, ' God gave not the Spirit by measure unto
him,' '^ that is, he gave it in a greater measure to him than he ever did to any.

other, as the work in which he was to engage required it.

2. Let us now consider what is the will of God which Clirist reveals. This in-

cludes every thing which relates to our salvation, or which is necessary to be known
and believed by us in order to it,—namely, that God had an eternal design to

glorify his grace, in the recovery of a part of mankind from that guilt and misery
in which they were involved, and in putting them into the possession of complete
blessedness ; and that, in order to this, each of the Persons in the Godhead de-
signed to demonstrate his distinct personal glory, that, in this respect, they might
receive adoration and praise from men,—the Father, as sending our Saviour to be
a Redeemcr,.^the Son, as taking that character and work upon him,—and the
Spirit, as applying the redemption purchased by him. Moreover, Christ was to

make a public proclamation that salvation was attainable, and that the way to at-

tain it was by sinners coming to him as a Mediator, by whom they might have ac-

cess to the Father. He was also to invite them to come to him by faith, as he
often does in the go.spel ; he was to let them know, that this faith is the gift of

God, and that they may expect to attain it in a constant attendance on the ordi-

nances of his own appointment ; and he was to encourage them to seek it in this

way, by showing them that there are many great and precious promises, which are

all put into his hand to apply and make good to his people. These and many
other things, which contain the sum and substance of the gospel, are what
we understand by the will of God, which Christ communicates,. as a Prophet, to

his church. It may be observed, too, that these doctrines are such as are mat-

X John vi. ^S. compared with Chap. xvi. 28. y John viii. 28, 38. z See Sect. ' Proofs of
Christ's Deity from his Perlectioiis,' under Quest, ix, x, xi. a John iii. 34.

I 3n •
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ter of pure revelation, such as could not have been known without it, and such

as are of the highest importance, and therefore worthy to be made known bj so

excellent a Person,

To whom Christ Ministers as a Prophet.

We are now to consider the persons to whom Christ reveals the will of God,
namely, the church. To them the lively oracles of God are committed ; and they

are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself be-

ing the chief corner-stone. As for ' the world,' which is sometimes contrasted to

the church, it is said that ' by wisdom, it knew not God;'** that is, not in the way
in which he is revealed in the gospel. But the church, which Christ loved, and

for which he gave himself, is said to be ' sanctified by the word.'° To them ' it

is given to know the mysteries or the kingdom of heaven ;' but to others ' it is not

given. ''^ The church, therefore, is the seat and the object of the execution of

Christ's prophetic, as well as of his other offices. ' They are taught by him, as

the truth is in Jesus.'*

How Christ Ministers as a Prophet,

We are now to consider the way and means by which Christ reveals the will of

God to the church. There are two ways by which this is done.

1. Christ reveals the will of God objectively. This is an external method of in-

struction, the effect or consequence of which is our hearing of him by the hearing

of the ear, or, as the apostle calls it, our ' having the form of knowledge, and of

the truth in the law.'^ This instruction Christ is said to give by the word. He
gave it, first, by publishing the glad tidings of salvation in his own Person. His
doing this he mentions as one great end for which he was sent into the world. He
says, ' I must preach the kingdom of God, for therefore am I sent.'s He, accord-

ingly, styles himself ' the Light of the world ;'^' and it is said that 'he was anoint-

ed to preach good tidings unto the meek, sent to bind up the broken-hearted, to

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are

bound.'' When he is represented as complying with the call of God, and ' delight-

ing to do his will,' he adds, ' I have preached righteousness in the great congre-

gation. Lo, I have not refrained my lips, Lord, thou knowest. I have not

hid thy righteousness within my heart ; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy

salvation ; I have not concealed thy loving-kindness and thy truth from the great

congregation.'^ And, as Christ preached the gospel in his own person ; so, when
he left the world, he gave commission to others to preach it, and his Spirit to in-

struct them what they should deliver, by whose inspiration his word was committed
to writing, which is the fountain of all truth. By this means, the church attains,

,as at this day, the knowledge of the divine will.

2. Our Saviour reveals the will of God to his people, in a subjective way. This

is internal ; and he deals in it with their hearts, which he disposes and fits to re-

ceive the truth. Hereby he opens the eyes of the understanding to see a beauty
and glory in the gospel, and inclines all the powers and faculties of the soul to be
conformed to it. This he does more especially in those in whom he executes his

prophetic office effectually unto salavion. His teaching in this way is styled, in this

Answer, his executing his prophetic office by his Spirit ; as distinguished from the

execution of it by his word. We read sometimes, in scripture, of the Spirit's teach

ing us. Our Saviour tells his disciples, that ' he,' that is, the Spirit, ' would guide
them into all truth ;

'^ and the apostle speaks of believers, as ' having their souls

purified, in obeying the truth through the Spirit.'"* At other times, we read of

Christ's teaching by his Spirit. Now, there is no essential difference between
Christ's teaching as God, and the Spirit's teaching ; for the Divine glory of the

b 1 Cor. i. 21. c Eph. v. 26. (i Matt. xiii. 11. e Eph. iv. 21. f Rom. ii. 20.

g Luke iv. 43. h John viii. 12. i Isa, Ixi. 1. k Psal. xl. 9, 10. 1 John xvi. 13.

m 1 Pet. i. 22.
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Son and Spirit, to wliicli this effect is attrilmted, is the same. Christ's teaching

by his Spirit denotes only, as was observcil umU-r a foregoing Answer, the subser-

viency of the Spirit's acting herein, to Christ's executing this branch of his pro-

phetic oflfice, whereby he demonstrates his personal glory. "^

The Periods of Christ's Ministry as a Prophet.

We are now to consider the various ages in which Christ is said to execute this

office. That he did this after his incarnation, first, in his own Person, and then,

by taking care that his gospel should be preached in all succeeding ages, until his

second coming, has been already considered. We may observe also, that Christ

executed his prophetic office before his incarnation. It is said, that, ' by his Spirit,

he preached unto the spirits in prison, J that is, to the world before the flood, who
are represented, in the words immediately following, as disobedient, ' when once

the long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a prepar-

ing.' •* So that Noah, who was a prophet, was his inferior minister, raised up and
spirited by him to preach to the world. His preaching is, on that account, called

Christ's preaching; and herein, accordingly, he executed his prophetic office.

He is said also to have given the law from mount Sinai. The apostle's words

seem to intimate this, when he says, * Whose voice shook the earth, 'p that is, mount
Sinai, which trembled when he gave the law from it. That this refers to our Sa-

viour, appears from the words immediately foregoing, wherein it is said, ' See that ye

refuse not him that speaketh,' namely Christ ;
' for if they escaped not who refused

him that spake on earth,' that is, from mount Sinai, or when he spake on earth,

' much more shall not we escape if we turn away from him that speaketh from

heaven ; whose voice then shook the earth, ''i «fec. Moreover, that he executed his

prophetic office before his incarnation, and thereby led his church into the know-
ledge of divine truth, is evident from the account we have, in scripture, of his ap-

pearing to them in the form of a man, or an angel. This he did more frequently

before the word of God was committed to Meriting, and afterwards occasionally, in

following ages. Thus he appeared to Moses in the burning bush, and sent him into

Egypt to demand liberty for Israel. Afterwards, appearing in the pillar of the cloud

and tire, he led them through the Red sea ; and he is described as tlie Angel which
was with Moses ' in the church in the wilderness, which spake to him in the mount Si-

nai, and with our fathers, who received the lively oracles. '" This is a farther proof,

of what was formerly mentioned, that he gave the law from mount Sinai. And while

they travelled through the wilderness, ' he led them about,' or went before them in

the pillar of cloud, ' and instructed them. '^ Hence, all the knowledge of divine things

which they attained was the result of the execution of his prophetic office to them.

And when at any time they opposed Moses, his under minister, he appeared in

Person and vindicated him ; as in the particular instance occasioned by Aaron and
Miriam's speaking against him, wherein it is said, ' The Lord came down in the

pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and said. If there be a
prophet among you, I, the Lord, will make myself known unto him in a vision,

and will speak unto him in a dream ; my servant Moses is not so, who is faithful

in all mine house.'* This is a farther intimation that Christ then executed his pro-

phetic office, by inspiring the prophets who were raised up at that time."

To conclude this Head, we may observe the difference between Christ's executing

his prophetic office, before and after his incarnation. In the former, as was but now
hinted, he occasionally assumed the likeness of the human nature, that he might
the better converse with man, but was not really incarnate. In the latter, he de-

n See Sect. ' The Economy of the Persons in the Godhead,' under Quest, x, x, xi.

o 1 Pet. iii. 19, 20. p Heb. xii. 26. q Ver. 25. r Acts vii. 3a
8 Deut. xxxii. 10. t Numb. xii. 5—7.

u The force of this argument, and the application of these and several other scriptures to
Chris.t. depends upon the s.upposition, which we take for granted, and which, were it needlul, might
easily be proved, that whenever a divine Person is said, in scripture, to appear in the form ot an
angel, or to appear in a cloud as a symbol or emblem of bis presence, be is always understood to be
our Saviour.
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livered the mind and will of God, as dwelling in our nature. Before his incarna-

tion, he discovered what was necessary to be known bj the church at that time,

and gave them those promises which related to the work of our redemption which
was to be performed by him. But in the present execution of his prophetic office,

he opens a more glorious scene, and represents all those promises as having their

accomplishment in him, and displays the divine perfections, in bringing about our

salvation, in their greatest beauty and lustre.

CHRIST'S PRIESTLY OFFICE.

Question XLIV. How doth Christ execute the office of a Priest ?

Answer. Christ executeth the office of a Priest, in his once offering himself a sacrifice, without

spot, to God, to be a reconciliation for the sins ot his people, and in making continual intercession

tor them.

In considering Christ's priestly office, as described in this Answer, we may observe

the two great branches of it, namely, his offering himself a sacrifice, and his making
intercession. There are several scriptures which expressly mention both. Thus
he is said, ' through the eternal Spirit, to have offered himself, without spot, to

God ;'^ and then is described as having ' entered into heaven, now to appear in

the presence of God for us.'y Elsewhere also the apostle states that he 'hath an

unchangeable priesthood, and is able to save them to the uttermost that come imto

God by him ;' and that this is founded on his offering up himself, and ' making in-

tercession for them.'^

What it is to he a Priest.

We may observe the reason of Christ being styled a Priest. This denomination

was taken from those who exercised the priestly office under the ceremonial law,

who were types of him as such. The office of the priesthood was executed by
various persons, appointed to this service. A priest was a public minister, who
was to serve at the altar, 'to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.' ^ That these

were offered in all the ages of the church, after the fall of man, appears from the

sacrifice Abel offered. This the apostle calls an ' excellent' one ; and he says that

Abel 'obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts. '^ It fol-

lows from this, that the ordinance which Abel observed in offering his sacrifice,

was instituted by God. Yet it does not appear that there was, in that early age

of the church, a set of men solemnly and publicly invested in this office. The
heads of families are generally supposed to have been the public ministers in holy

things, and particularly priests ; though they do not appear to have been then so

styled. In this state, matters continued till about the time God brought Israel

out of Egypt, when, by his appointment, all the first-born of the children of Israel

were consecrated to him. These officiated as priests during the small interval of

time till the priesthood was settled in the tribe of Levi. On this occasion God
says, ' I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel, instead of all

the first-born, because all the first-born are mine ; for on the day that I smote all

the fii-st-born in the land of Egypt, I liallowed unto me all the first-born in Israel.'*

When God gave the ceremonial law from mount Sinai, he appointed that tribe to

minister as priests in holy things. Some of them had one part of the ministry of

the sanctuary committed to them, and others another. The priesthood, or the

charge of offering gifts and sacrifices, in particular, was more especially committed

to the family of Aaron. Of this family the eldest son, in their respective genera-

tions, was generally advanced to the high priesthood ; and other descendants from
him were common priests, who acted under him, or were assistants to him in all the

X Heb. IX. 14. y Ver. 24. z Heb. vii. 24, 25, 27- a Heb. v. 1.

b Heb. xi. 4. c Numb. iii. 12, 13.
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parts of his ministry, excepting that which respected his entering into the holy of

holies. These were invested in their respective offices by unction ; though the

high priest's office and unction had some things peculiar, in which it exceeded

theirs. And they were all types of Christ's priesthood ; tliough the high priest

was so in an eminent degree.

The Types of Christ's Priesthood.

"We shall now consider the priesthood of Christ, as typified under the ceremonial

law ; and that cither by the service which was commonly performed by the high

priest, and other priests under him, or as it was typified by Melchizedek, who is

occasionally mentioned in scripture as shadowing forth Christ's priesthood in some
particular instances which were not contained in other types.

I. We shall speak concerning the priests under the law, as types of Christ's

priesthood, and particularly show wherein their priesthood agrees with or differs

from his. We shall first show, in three particulars, wherein they agree.

1. ' Every high priest was taken from among men,' as the apostle observes,**

' and was ordained for men in things pertaining to God.' We may add, that every

high priest was taken from among his brethren, and so must be a member of that

church in whose name he ministered, and of which he was the head by the dignity

of his office. In this, he was a lively type of Christ, who, in order to his being an

High Priest, became man, that he might perform this ministry for men in things

pertaining to God. The validity of his office, it is true, or the efficacy of it to

answer its designed end, arose from the dignity of his Person, as God ; yet the

matter of it, or the ministry he performed, required that he should be taken from
among men, and have all the essential properties of the human nature. Hence, as

the high priest was taken out of the church, or from among his brethren, and, by
office, was their head ; so Christ was a member of the church, and, as such, com-
plied with those ordinances which God had instituted in it, and from the dignity

of his Person and office, was its Head. As a member of it, he was exposed to the

same temptations and miseries as they are, and so is able to sympathize with, and
succour them under all their temptations ;

® and, as its Head, he manages all aifairs

relating to it, and expects that all his people should be entirely subjected to him.

2. The matter of the priest's office, or the things which were offered by him,

were, as was before observed, gilts and sacrifices for the remission of sins. This

blessing could not be attained without shedding of blood. ' Without shedding of

blood,' says the apostle, ' is no remission. '^ Hence, Christ was to redeem his

people, and to procure forgiveness of sins and make atonement for them, by sacri-

fice, or by the shedding of blood.

3. After the high priest had offered sacrifices, there was another part of that

ministry which was peculiar to himself, in which he was an eminent type of Christ.

This ho performed but once a-year, on the great day of expiation, when he went in to

the holiest of all within the veil, with blood and incense. The blood he sprinkled

on the mercy-seat over the ark, and caused the smoke of the incense to ascend and
cover the mercy-seat ; and thence he received an intimation fi'om God, that the

sacrifices which he had offered for the people were accepted. After this, he went
out, and blessed them in the name of the Lord. Now, in all these services, he

was a lively type of Christ's executing his priestly office.8 Christ first offered an
acceptable sacrifice for us on earth ; and then, as was typified by the priest's enter-

ing into the holy of holies, he entered into heaven to present his sacrifice before

God, and to make intercession for us. As the consequence of this, he blesses his

people, in turning them from all their iniquities, and in conferring all the other

fruits and effects of his sacrifice upon them. Thus Christ's priesthood was shadowed

forth by that ministry which was performed by the priests under the ceremonial law.

We shall now show, in six particulars, wherein the Levitical priests differed, in

their priestly office and ministry, from Christ.

d Heb. V. 1. e Heb. \v. 13. compared with cbap. v. 2. f Ileb. ix. 22.

g Heb. ix. 3, 7. compared with Lev. xvi, 14.
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1. The priests under the law were mere men. But Christ, though truly man,

was more than a man. Though he was made, in all the essential properties of the

human nature, like unto us ; yet he had a divine nature, in which he was equal

with God. His ministry, therefore, could not but be infinitely more valuable than

that of any who were types of him.

2. The priests under the law were of the tribe of Levi ; and therefore theirs is

called by the apostle, ' the Levitical priesthood.'** But our Saviour, as man, was

of the tribe of Judah ; and therefore did not derive his priesthood from them by

descent, as they did from one another.'

3. The sacrifices which were offered by the priests under the law, were no other

than the blood of beasts, appointed for that purpose. But Christ offered his own

blood.*^

4. The priests under the law were sinners. Accordingly, Aaron was obliged,

' to offer up sacrifice first for his own sins, and then for the people 's.'* But Christ

needed not to do this ; for ' he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from

sinners. '"*

5. The sacrifices offered by the priests under the law, could not expiate, or ' take

away sins.'" But Christ, by the offering which he made, 'for ever perfected them

that are sanctified,' or made a full atonement for all sin. Now, as it is said that

it was impossible for sin to be expiated by the sacrifices under the law, we are to

inquire in what sense atonement was made, or could not be made, by them. If

the sin was of such a nature as that it was punishable by human judicature, the

making atonement by sacrifice, in many instances, put a stop to prosecution, and

took away the guilt which the person had contracted, as to any farther proceedings

of men against him. Such a deliverance by sacrifice was an ordinance appointed

by God, in which the offender had an external and visible recourse to the blood of

Jesus, signified by the blood which he offered. The offering of sacrifice, too, is

supposed to have been accompanied with repentance for the sm committed, which

gave satisfaction to the church, as to what concerned the matter as offensive to

them. They could then demand no more of the offender, in order to their declar-

ing, that, so far as they were judges, his guilt was expiated by that which was sig-

nified by the sacrifice which he brought, and which was offered for him; and hence

the crime which he committed was pardoned. There were some crimes, it is true,

which were to be punished with death ; and, in the case of these, the church was

not to receive satisfaction by sacrifice, nor were proceedings against the guilty per-

son to be stopped by that means. Among other crimes, that of wilful murder was

one which admitted of no sacrifice. This I think to be the meaning of what the

psalmist says, ' Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give it,'° implying that

the guilt of blood was such that he had, by contracting it, forfeited his life. For

though no suljjcct had power enough to take away his life, yet God might have set

his face against him, and have cut him oft", in a visible manner, from among his

people, as he often did when crimes were not punished in a legal way. This pun-

ishment God graciously remitted, when he told him, by Nathan, that he had put

away his sin, and that he should not die. p And David, when he testifies his re-

pentance in this psalm, would have offered sacrifice ; but he finds that none was

ordained for the sin he had committed. In other cases, indeed, the church was

satisfied, excommunication or some other punishment was prevented, and the of-

fender was taken into favour, by his offering sacrifice. On this account, his offer-

ing sacrifice is called making atonement for him. In other respects, however, it

was impossible to expiate sin thereby, so as to procure justification in the sight of

God. Sacrifices could not expiate it as to what concerns the conscience. Accord-

ingly, it is said, that ' these sacrifices could not make him that did the service

perfect, as pertaining to the conscience. 'i That guilt of sin which burdens the

consciences of men, as having more immediately to do with God, was taken away

onlv by Christ's sacrifice. On this account, the efficacy of that sacrifice far ex-

ceeds all the ends and designs of the sacrifices which were offered under the law.

h Heb. vii. 11. i Chap. vii. 13, 14. k Cliap. ix. 12, 14. 1 Chap. vii. 27. m Ver. 26.

li Chap. X. 4. Psal. li. 16. p 2 Sam. xii. 13. q Heb. ix. 9.
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This fartlier appears from tlio fact that these sacriticcs were to bo repeated, there

bein^ a continual r('incnil)ninro of sin ; for the rei>etition supposes tiiat sin was not
hereby wholly expiate^l in the sit;ht of CJod. In this respect also, they diti'er from
the sacrifice whieli Christ ottered ; for tliat being etlectual to take away sin, was
offered but once/

6. The priests under the law were mortal, and therefore the priesthood was suc-

cessive. But Christ, as he was not from them by a lineal descent, so he had no
successor in his priesthood. In this respect the apostle compares him with them,
wlien he says, ' They truly were many priests, because they were not suttered to con-
tinue by reason of death; but this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchange-
able priesthood.''* Again, as tlie priesthood ceased, in particular i)ersons, by death ;

so the high priestliood was sometimes taken away from those who were advanced
to it, for some instances of mal-ailministration. Thus the high priesthood, for some
time, descended in the line of Eleaxar, the elder branch of Aaron's family; and
afterwards during the reign of the judges, it was transferred to the younger branch
of his family, namely, the descendants from Ithamar, in which line it was when
Eli was high priest;* and afterwards, wiien his sons, by their vile behaviour, for-

feited their right to the high priesthood, and Cod threatened that he would take
it away from his family," and accordingly did so when Abiathar, in the beginning
of Solomon's reign, was thrust from the priesthood, it again descended, in Zadock,
to the elder branch of Aaron's family. Again, the priesthood itself was not de-
signed to continue for ever, but only during that dispensation ; after which there
was to be no altar, priests, or sacrifice. But Christ's priesthood, as it was unalien-

able, so it could never be forfeited by mal-administration, or descend to any other.

Hence, ho is said to be a ' Priest for ever,' which seems to be the meaning of that
scripture in which his priesthood is considered as different from the licvitical.

' Tliose priests were made without an oath ; but this with an oath, by him that said

unto him. The Lord sware, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever.'" This
oath not only signifies the establisliing of him in his priesthood, but it secured to

him that he should never fall from it.

Tiiere are other things in which Christ's priesthood differs from that of the priests

under the law. ' They entered into the holy places made with hands, but Christ
into heaven itself.' ^ Then it was only the high priest who was to enter into the
holy of holies ; but under the gospel, as the apostle observes, all believers, in virtue
of Christ's sacrifice, are admitted into the holiest of all,—that is, they have access,

through faith, into the presence of Cod, by the blood of Jesus. Under the law, too,

there was a certain order of men who were priests, and yet all the people were not
so; but under the gospel-dispensation, believers are styled, 'an holy and a royal
priesthood,' and the sacrifices ihey offer up are 'spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to

Cod by Jesus Christ.'*

II. We shall now consider Christ's priesthood, as ty])ified by Melchizedek. It

is said, Melcliizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine to Abraham,
returning from the slaughter of the kings ; and he was priest of the most high Cod,
and li(! blessed him," &c. This is referred to, as tending to set forth Christ's

prii'sthood: ' Tlie l-ord hath sworn, and M'ill not repent; thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melcliizedek.'^' The apostle^' refers to these scriptures, which are

r Ih'h. X. 10, 14. s H.1). vii. 2:1 24.

t It is very lianl to (li'teniiiiif the reHsoii of the traiisliitioii of the hij^h priesthood (roin Elenzar
to llhHiiiMr's fiimilx. or the exact time wlu ii it took plare. 'I'lie leiinied Dr. l.if;lit[oot [Set- his
Works, vol. i. p. .51.] fjives It veiy prolmhle iiccoiiiit ot this, or the l)est conjeeture that. 1 think,
can lie nM<ie rehitiiif,' to it. lie supposes, that Ji phihali otlered his ihiii^jhter, not liy devotin),' her
to perpetiiiil virginity, hut by putting her to death. This was one ol tlie most vile and inhuniari

uctioiis that we read ol in scripture. It was in Jephthah n sin ot ignorance, arising (iom the disad-
vantage ol his education, and the ill example of those Iroiii whom he took it, helore he was raised
up to lie a jiiilpe. The high priest, however, ought to have restraiiii'd him Iroin it. hv telling liim

that It was a sin; hut instead ol diiing so, it is more than, piohahle that he was active in it, or the
person \>\ \» horn the sacriticc w;i8 pi riorined. Now thiii was such uii instance ul inal-administration
that, lor it tlie high piirsthood uas taken Ironi that branch ol Aaron's (amily, in which it then was,
)nd translerred to another.

u 1 Sam. ii. ;iO. mmpared with ver. 3.'). and I Kings ii. 3.5. x Heh. vii. '21. v Ciiap. 'ix. 7.

conipiired with ver. 24. * z I I'ct. ii. o, t). a lien. .\iv. IB—20. b P»al. ex. 4. c lltb. vii.
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the only places of the Old Testament where this subject is mentioned, and applies

thtm to Christ's priesthood as containing many things which were not typified by
the Aaronic priesthood. It may be observed, that when the apostle enters on
this subject, he premises this concerning it, that it contained a very gi'eat difl&culty.

* Of whom, that is, Melchizedek, we have many things to say, and hard to be utter-

ed,'*^ that is, hard to be explained, so as to be fully understood. It will be no
strange thing, therefore, if we cannot fully explain it, or if we assert some things

concerning it which are only probable. Certainly this observation of the apostle

should induce us to treat on this subject with the greatest humility and modesty.

[See Note 3 M, page 540.] As to what we have to say concerning it, I hope we
shall advance nothing contrary to the analogy of faith, how difficult soever some
phrases, used in scripture relating to it, may seem to be. The method in which
we shall proceed, shall be—first, to inquire who this Melchizedek was ; and, secondly,

how we have in him an eminent type of Christ's priesthood, in some things in which
it was not shadowed forth by the Aaronic priesthood.

1. We shall inquire who this Melchizedek probably was. Here we pass by the

conjecture of some who lived in an early age of Christianity, whom Epiphanius
mentions,' who supposed that he was the Holy Ghost. This appears to be a very

absurd notion, for we never read, in scripture, of the Holy Ghost appearing in the

form of a man, or of his performing any of those offices which belong to the Media-
tor. It is, therefore, as contrary to the tenor of scripture to call him the priest of

the most high God, as it is to call the Father so. Yet Melchizedek is thus styled

in the scripture we are explaining. I shall add no more, as to this ungrounded
opinion ; but proceed to consider some which are more commonly acquiesced in.

The Jews generally conclude that he was Shem, the son of Noah, as also do

many other ancient and modern writers, who pay a deference to their authority

and reasoning.^ The principal thing which induces them to be of this opinion is,

because that it appears, from scripture-chronology, that Shem was living at the

time when Abraham returned from the slaughter of the kings, s They add,

that Shem, having i-eceived the patriarchal benediction from his father, might
truly be reckoned the greatest man in the church ; and that he might be so reckoned
both as a priest and a king, as Melchizedek is described to have been. But there

are two very considerable objections against this opinion, which have weight enough
in them, if not to overthrow it, at least to make it very doubtful. Shem's father,

mother, and descent, together with the beginning oi his life, and afterwards the

end of it, were well known ; the year when he was born, and the time that he lived

being particularly mentioned in scripture. Houf e, the apostle could not say con-

cerning him, as he does concerning Melchizedek, that 'he was without father,

without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of

life
;

' meaning, as most expositors suppose, that he was so because these were not
known or mentioned in scripture. Again, it is very plain, from scripture, that

Shem's place of abode was not in the land of Canaan. Hence, he could not be
said to be king of Salem, that is, as it is understood by the greatest number of

expositors, king of Jerusalem. This was the seat of the posterity of Ham, one of

Shem's brethren ; and accordingly, from Canaan, his son, that land took its name.
This evidently appears from what is said in Gen. x. 6—20, where the Jebusite,

Amorite, Hivite, and other inhabitants of the land of Canaan, are said to be the

d Heb. V. 11. e Vid. Epiph. Hser. p. 67. Sect. 7. f Among the latter, is the learned
Dr. Lightfoot. See his Works, vol. i. p. 12, and vol. ii. p. 327.

g Wi- have no account of the year when this battle was fought; but it is evident that it was
before Isaac was born, and consequently before Abraham had lived 25 years in the land of Canaan.
And that Shem was then living, appears from hence, that (rom the flood to Abraham's coming into
the land of Canaan, was 427 years, as appears by considering the sum total of the years of the lives

of the patriarchs, mentioned in Gen. xi. 10. et seq., and also that Tt rah was 130 years old when
Abraham was born, as appears by comparing Gen. xi. 32. with Acts vii. 4. and Gen. xii. 4, and by
considering Abraham as 75 years old, as it is there said he was when he left Haran. Now Shem
was born 98 or 100 years before the flood, as appears by comparing Gen. v. 32. with chap. >i. 10.

and vii. 11. Tbenlore, when Abraham went out of his country into the land of Canaan, Shem
was 525 or 527 years old; and, when Shem died, he w as 600 jears old. Gen. xi. 10, II. Therefore
Shem lived more than half a hundred years after this battle was fought.
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descendants of Ilam. For these reasons, Melchizedek does not appear to have

been Sliem.

There is one learned writer who conjectures that Melchizedek was Ham. This

opinion agrees, indeed, very well with the place of liis residence. But there are

other things which render 'it not in the least probable. The same thing may be

observed of Ham, as was before of Shem, tliat he could not be said to be ' witliout

father, without mother, without beginning of years, and end of life.' Besides, he

had not received the patriarchal benediction from Noah ; his posterity having had

a curse entailed upon them, as it is said, ' Cursed be Canaan.'' On this account,

some question whether Ham might be reckoned a member of the church, much

more whether he deserved to be called a priest of the most high God, and King of

righteousness. This autlior,'' indeed, supposes tliat Ham was not cursed by Noah,

but only Canaan his son, and his posterity ; and that, therefore, he might have been

an excellent person, and deserved the character given of Melchizedek. But there

are very few who will be convinced by this method of reasoning ; so that we pass it

over, and proceed to consider another opinion.

The greatest part of divines suppose, that it is not only the safest, but most pro-

bable way of solving this difficulty, to confess, that it is impossible to determine who

Melchizedek was, and that the Holy Ghost has purposely concealed this matter

from us, that he might be a more eminent type of Christ. They suppose him,

therefore, to have been a certain unknown king and priest, residing in Jerusalem,

at the time when Abraham was met by him ; and that this ought to put a full

stop to all farther inquiries about him. On this account they allege it may well be

said concerning him, that lie was ' without father, without mother,' &c. that is, that

these were not known ; for what does not appear to be, is sometimes said, in scrip-

ture, not to be.

There is another opinion concerning him, which, though not so commonly received

as the first and third above-mentioned, and though probably not unattended with

some difficulties, very much deserves our consideration, namely, that Melchizedek

was our Lord Jesus Christ himself, assuming, at that time, the form of man, and

personating a priest and a king, as he did on several occasions, designing thereby

to prefigure his future incarnation.^ It is argued in defence of this opinion, that

when the apostle describes him as king of Salem, he does not intend Jerusalem, or

mean, that at that time he resided there. But his words, as he explains them in

the immediately following context, imply that he was ' King of peace,' as this word

Salem signifies. Accordingly, he is set forth by two of those glorious titles, which

are given him elsewhere in scripture. ' He is called King of righteousness ;' as it is

said concerning him, ' A King shall reign and prosper, who is called. The Lord our

righteousness ;'»" and he is called likewise, ' the Prince of peace.'" What makes

this opinion more probable, is, that it does not appear that Jerusalem was called

Salem, which is alleged to be a contraction of the word Jerusalem, till some ages

after this ; for till David conquered it, it was commonly known by the name of

Jebus."—Again, the apostle's description of him as being ' without father, without

motlier, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life,' is ap-

plicable rather to a divine Person tlian to a mere man. As for the sense which ia

generally given of these words, namely, that he was ' without father,' &c. because

no mention is made thereof in scripture, that is, in those two scriptures in the Old

Testament in which he is spoken of ; this seems more strained and forced than to

understand them according to the proper sense of the words. Indeed, if this descrip-

tion imports nothing else but the silence of scripture on the subject of it, there are

many other persons, as Job, Elijah, &c., who have as great a right to the character it

describes as Melchizedek. Yet Melchizedek is thus described, as distinguished from

all others. We may add, as a corroboration of this argument, that the apostle says

that, in respect to his being ' without father,' &c. he was 'made like the Son of

God,' that is, as is generally supposed, a type of him. Now, if his being without

h See Jurieu's Critical History, vol. i. chap. 11. i Gen. ix. 25. k See Critical History,

vol. i. page 110. 1 Tliis opinion is maintained by Cunaeus, [Vid. ejusd. Repub. Hebr. lib.

ill ciip. 3.] and some others after bim. m Jer. xxiii. o, 6. n Isa. ix. 6. o 1 Chron. xi. 4.

I 'da



506 Christ's priestly office.

father, motlier, descent, &c. in the common acceptation of the words, be inconsis-

tent with his being a tjpe of Christ to the church in Abraham's time, that certainly

cannot be the sense of it ; for he was, without doubt, a type of Christ's priestly and
kingly office to him and to the church in his days, as well as to those who lived in

following ages. Now, that he could not be such a type to many who lived in that

age, is evident ; for they who lived in the place where he was born and died, knew
his father, mother, descent, beginning, or end of life ; so that he was no type of

Christ's eternal priesthood to them. As for Abraham, though he might not know
his father, mother, or descent, or the exact time when he was born, and so, in that

respect, to him Melchizedek might in part be made like to the Son of God, as

signifying that his priestly office was not derived by descent, as the Aaronic

priesthood descended from parents to children ; yet he could not be a type of the

everlasting duration of Christ's priestly office, since he was no more without end of

days, in the common sense in which that expression is taken, than Abraham or

any other who lived with him, who could not be supposed to know the time or

place of their death. And if, according to the common opinion, Melchizedek is

said to be without father, mother, descent, &c. because there is no mention of these

in scripture, he could not be a type to Abraham or any other before the word
of God was committed to writing.—But there is another thing, which may
be observed in the apostle's description of him,P when he says, that ' he

liveth,' and accordingly is opposed to those priests that die, by which he seems to

be described as immortal, and so opposed to mortal men. It is not said, that he

once lived, and that we have no mention of the time of his death ; but ' he liveth.'

This some conclude to be an ascription of that divine perfection to him, whereby
the Most High is styled ' the living God ;' or, as it is said in one of the following

verses, 'He ever liveth,' i to denote his eternal priesthood; or, as he says else-

where concerning himself, ' I am he that liveth, and was dead, and behold I am
alive for evermore.'''—What makes this opinion more probable, is the consideration

of the place where they who defend the other side of the question suppose he lived,

and the people to whom he ministered as a priest ; which seem not agreeable to the

character given him, as the greatest priest on earth. The inhabitants of Jerusalem

at that time were idolaters, or, at least, they had no relation to the church of God
which was then seated in Abraham's family. When Abraham sojourned in Gerar,

not many miles distant from it, in the south-west border of the land of Canaan, he

says he thought surely the fear of God was not in this place ; and it can hardly be

supposed that Jebus, or Jerusalem, was much better. If the Canaanites had been

members of the true church, Abraham would not have lived as a stranger and so-

journer amongst them, not desirous to converse with them. Now since Jerusalem,

or Salem, was inhabited by those who were not worshippers of the true God, how
could Melchizedek be said to be their priest, or a minister in holy things to them?
For, though an holy man may be a king over a wicked people, such an one cannot

well be said to be a priest to those who desire not to be found in the exercise of

God's ti'ue worship.—Again, it seems probable that Melchizedek was not a priest,

or king, whose usual place of residence was Jerusalem, where he ministered and
reigned, inasmuch as we do not read that Abraham, at any other time, conversed

with him, or joined with him in worship, though the place where he sojourned was
Dut a few miles distant from it. Now, we can hardly suppose that he would have
neglected to do this, or that we should have had no account of any intercourse be-

tween these two men, who must be reckoned the greatest and best that lived on

earth, besides that mentioned in the scripture we are now considering.—This may
be farther argued, from the apostle's saying that Melchizedek blessed Abraham,
and from his inferring thence that he was superior to him, inasmuch as 'the less is

blessed of the better.' * There are but two senses in which a person is said to bless

another. The one is, by praying for a blessing on him, or as God's messenger sig-

nifying that God would bless him ; and the other is, by conferring blessedness upon
him, or making him blessed. Now, if Melcliizedek had blessed Abraham only in

the former sense, which he might have done had he been a mere man, the apostle

p Heb. vii. 8. q Ver. 25. r Rev. i. 18. s Heb. vii. 7.
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could not have inferred theuce his superiority to Abraham. The lowest of men
may, in this sense, bless the greatest, that is, pray for a blessing on them, and

God might employ such to declare to others that they are blessed ; yet it would

not iiilluw that they are, on this account, greater than they. Melchizedek blessed

Abraham, and therefore, as the apostle infers, was greater than he. lie must,

consequently, have blessed him, by making him blessed, or by conferring some of

those blessings which he has to bestow as a divine Person, the Fountain of bless-

edness.

Tliese are the most material arguments wliich are brought in defence of the

opinion that Melchizedek was our blessed Lord. From them it seems probable

that our Saviour, on the occasion in question, assumed the form of a Man, as he

often did, and appeared to Abraham witli the mien and likeness of a King and
Piiest. Just as he is said elsewhere to have appeared to Joshua, in the form of

a warrior, with his sword drawn in his hand, and to have soon discovered to him
who he was ; so we may suppose, that, at this time, he appeared to Abraham as a

Kmg and a Priest, and discovered to him who ho was, and the right he had to the

spoils which had been gained. We may suppose, too, that he accepted the tithes

of those spoils, partly to signify that tithing was to be the way in which the priest-

hood was to be supported in future ages, but principally to give a type of that

divine homage which we owe to him, as the Priest and King of his people. 1 will

not be too tenacious of this side of the question. Yet to me it seems the more
probable ; especially if what is objected against it does not weaken the force of the

arguments brought to support it.

One objection against it is, that the place of Melchizedek's residence is said to

be Salem, or Jerusalem, in the land of Canaan, where he was a king and priest.

Now, say the objectors, this could not be said of our Lord Jesus Christ ; for, as his

kingdom was not of this world, so he never resided, or fixed his abode, in any part

of it before his incarnation. It is true, they add, he sometimes appeared then in

the form of a Man or an Angel, in order that he might occasionally converse with

his people ; yet he never continued long or dwelt amongst them, till he was made
flesh ; whereas, Melchizedek seems to be described as an inhabitant of the land of

Canaan, dwelling in Salem. Now this objection takes some things for granted

which will not readily be allowed by those who entertain the contrary way ot think-

ing, namely, that Salem is the name of a place, and that there he resided. This,

tliey might reply, is rather a character of his person ; for, if Tztdek be a charac-

ter of his person, as signifying righteousness, why should it be denied that Salem,
from the Hebrew word iShalom, is also a glorious character, belonging to his per-

son ? This is the more apparent if we consider that the apostle explains both words
in this sense, when he says, that by interpretation, they are, ' King of righteous-

ness, and King of peace.'' And if this be true, there is no force in the other part of

the objection, as to his residing in any particular place before his incarnation.

It is farther objected, that our Saviour is said to be a Priest, 'after the order of

Melcliizedek,'" and that 'after the similitude of Melchizedek there ariseth another

priest,'^ meaning our Saviour; so that he cannot be the same person as Melchi-

zedek. This objection is much more material than any other ; and I am apt to

think, determines the sentiments of many who adopt the connnouly received opinion.

But, as it ought to be considered whether the arguments in defence of the other

side of the question be conclusive ; so it may be replied to this objection, that

Chri>t might be called a Priest after the order of Melchizedek, though he were
the person intended by him, inasmuch as, by his appearing in the form of a Priest

and a King to Abraham, he attbrded a type or figure of wliat he would really bo

and do after his incarnation, and also gave a specimen of his priestly and kingly

office which he M'ould afterwards execute. This might as well be said to be a typo

of his priesthood, as an} of his appearanc;es in the form of a man were typical ol his

incarnation. These divuies generally call it a prelibation of his incarnation—a term
which ditfers very little from the sense of the word type. As to its being said that

'auotlier Priest ariseth alter the similitude of Melchizedek,' though it may be reck-

t Ik'b. v;'. 2. u Verse 17. x Verse 13.
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oned a strong objection against our argument, yet let it be considered, that ' after

the similitude of Melchizedek' imports the same thing as ' after the order of Mel-

chizedek ;' and so it signifies, that there is a similitude or likeness, between what
he then appeared to be, and what he really was after his incarnation. As for his

being called 'another priest,' this does not imply that he was a Priest different

from Melchizedek, but from the priests under the law ; for the apostle, as appears

by the context, is comparing Christ's priesthood with the Aaronic. When Christ

executed his priestly office after his incarnation, he might well be styled another

Priest, that is, a Priest not descending from Aaron, but tlie anti-type of Melchi-

zedek, as prefigured by the remarkable occurrence of his appearing to Abraham.

[See Note 3 N, page 540.]

Thus concerning that difficult question, Who Melchizedek was? All that I shall

add is, whether it were Christ himself or some other person, it is evident that there

was in his character and ministration, a very eminent type of Christ's kingly and

priestly office,—especially of his priestly, as containing several things which were

not shadowed forth by the Aaronic priesthood. Though the Aaronic priesthood

contained a type of Christ's making atonement, by shedding his blood
;
yet there

was nothing in it which typified the glory of his Person, his immortality and sinless

perfection, the eternal duration of his priesthood, or his being immediately raised

up by God to be the Priest of his people. Nor was there in the Aaronic priesthood

a type of the kingly and priestly office of Christ, as belonging to the same Person

;

since the priests under the law were not kings, nor the kings priests. Moreover,

Melchizedek's being repi-esented as ' without father, without mother, without de-

scent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of lite,' plainly signifies, that the

execution of his priestly office depended immediately on God, who raised him up

as an extraordinai'y Person for this end, as well as that he remains a Priest for

ever. Hence, if we take both types together, we have a very plain and clear re •

presentation of Christ's priestly office. [See Note 3 0, page 543.J

The Necessity of Satisfaction for Sin.

We shall now consider the necessity of Christ's executing that part of his priestlj

office which consists in his making satisfaction to divine justice. [See Note 3 P, page

545.] This is generally denied by those who oppose his divinity
; particularly the

Socinians, who maintain that God pardons sin without satisfaction. Others, who
do not altogether deny the satisfaction of Christ, suppose that God might have

pardoned sin without it,—that, however, it was more expedient to make a demand
of it than not, inasmuch as his honour, as the Governor of the world, is secured

thereby,—that, thei'efore, his demanding satisfaction is the result of his will,—and
that, accordingly, he might have required and accepted of a satisfaction less valu-

able than what was given him by our Saviour. This opinion is equally to be op-

posed with the former, as derogatory to the glory of the divine perfections.

Now, when we assert the necessity of satisfaction, we mean, that God could not,

in consistency with his holiness and justice, pardon sin without it ; and that no
satisfaction, short of that which Christ gave, is sufficient to answer the designed

end, or worthy to be accepted by God, as a price of redemption. When we assert

that satisfaction was necessary, moreover, we would be understood as intending

the necessity of it in the same sense as that of forgiveness of sin, or of salvation
;

the necessity being conditional, or founded on the supposition that God designed

to save sinners. This he might have refused to have done ; and then there would

have been no room for satisfaction to bo given to his justice. But as God designed

to be reconciled to his people, and to bring them to glory, we cannot but assert the

necessity of satisfaction in order to the accomplishment of these ends. We shall

now offer some proofs of this.

1. The necessity of satisfaction appears from the holiness of God. Inasmuch as

he is infinitely perfect, he cannot but will and love that which is most agreeable to

his nature, and which contains the brightest display of his image, which consists in

righteousness and true holiness. Accordingly, it is said, ' The righteous Lord lov-
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eth righteousness. 'y From tliis it follows that he cannot but hate, and have an in-

finite aversion to, whatever is contrary to righteousness and true holiness. If his

love of holiness be founded in the perfection of his nature, then his hatred of sin,

which is opposite to it, must also be founded in that perfection. Accordingly, it is

said, ' Thou art of purer eyes than to beliold evil, and canst not look on iniquity ;'*

and elsewhere, ' Thou hatest all workers of iniquity.'" Now, God's hating sin con-

sists in his infinite opposition to it, and so it is natural to Jiim ; or in his will, to

punish it ; and, consequent on this, in his actual punishing of it. If the first of

these be necessary, the others must be so likewise ; or, if he be a holy God, he
cannot but determine to punish sin, and afterwards to put his determination in

execution. Moreover, he is obliged to manifest his hatred of sin ; otherwise he
could not be glorified by his creatures, as an holy God. lie cannot have the glory

of any attribute ascribed to him, unless there be a visible display of it. Hence,
he is obliged to demonstrate his hatred of sin, by punishing it. And, since this

obligation arises from a necessity of nature, and not merely from an act of his will,

it follows that he is obliged to punish all sin, even that which he designs to pardon.

But this could not have been done without a demand of satisfaction to be given,

by a sui'ety, in the sinner's behalf ; which plainly evinces the necessity of satis-

faction.

2. This farther appears, from the punishment threatened by the law of God.
This also is necessary. For understanding that it is so, let it be considered that

God cannot but give a law to intelhgent creatures, who, as such, are the subjects

of moral government, and therefore under a natural obligation to yield obedience
to him. But this they could not do, if the law were not given and promulgated.

—

Again, it was necessary for God to annex a threatening to his law ; so that punish-

ment would be due to those who violate it. By means of this threatening, obedience
would be enforced ; and that fear which is excited by it, would be an additional

motive to obey. For without such a threatening, the sinner would be ready to

conclude, that he might go on in his rebellion against God with impunity.—More-
over, if the law be violated, as it is by sin, the truth of God, as the result of the

threatening annexed to it, obliges him to punish the violation of it, either in our
own persons, or in the person of our surety ; that so the honour of his law might
be secured, which he is obliged to vindicate, as it contains a bright display of the

glory of his perfections.

3. If God could, consistently with his own perfections, pardon sin without satis-

faction, he would not have sent his well-beloved Son to suffer for it. This plainly

appears from his wisdom and goodness. It is not consistent with the glory of his

wisdom for him to bring about a thing with so much difficulty, and with such dis-

plays of his vindictive justice, in punishing one who never oftended him, if he could
have answered the great end designed on easier terms, or have brought about the
work of our salvation without it. Nor does it consist with his goodness to inflict

punishment, where it is not absolutely necessary ; for, agreeably to this perfection,

he delights rather to extend compassion than to display his vindictive justice, if it

might be avoided. Accordingly, he is described in scripture, speaking after the
manner ol men, as punishing sin with a kind of regret, or reluctance.*' Inflicting

punishment is called ' his strange work.'"= It is said also, that 'he doth not afilict

willingly, nor grieve the children of men ;'*^ but, on the other hand, ' delighteth in

mercy. '"^ Hence, if he could, consistently with his perfections, have pardoned sin

without satisfaction, he would not have commanded the sword of his vindictive jus-

tice to ' awake against the man that is his fellow,'* as an expedient to bring about
an end which might have been attained without it. Moreover, if God could have
pardoned sin without satisfaction, then his giving his own Son to perform it for us,

would not have been such a wonderful instance of divine grace, as it is represented
to be in scripture ; for it would not have been the only expedient to bring about
our salvation, if satisfaction were not absolutely necessary for this end.

y Psal. xi. 7. z Hab. i. 13. , a Psal. v. 5. b Hosea xi. 8.
c Isa. xxviii. 21. d Lam. iiu 33- e Micah vii. 18. f Zech. xiii. 7.
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The Nature of the Satisfaction Required.

"We are now to consider what kind of satisfaction God demanded for the expiat-

ing of sin. There are many who do not pretend, in all respects, to denj the ne-

cessity of satisfaction ; but, when they explain what they mean by it, their opinion

amounts to little more than a denial of it. Thus the heathen, who had learned by
tradition that sacrifices were to be offei-ed to make atonement for sin, concluded

that these were sufficient to satisfy for it, and thereby to deliver from its guilt.

Some of the Jews, also, in a degenerate age of the church, seemed to have nothing

else in view, and to have no regard to the spiritual meaning of the sacrifices, or their

reference as types to Christ's satisfaction ; for they rested in these sacrifices, sup-

posing that the multitude of them was sufficient to satisfy for those vile abomina-

tions of which they were guilty. On this account, God expresses the greatest dis-

like of their sacrifices when he says, ' To what purpose is the multitude of your

sacrifices unto me ? I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed

beasts, and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or ol he-goats. 's

Elsewhere he tells them, * I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the

day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-ofterings or

sacrifices.'^ He does not mean that these were not instituted by him ; but it is

as if he had said, ' I did not hereby intend that they should be reckoned a suffi-

cient price to satisfy my justice for sin.' To guard against tlie supposition that

their sacrifices could serve this purpose, the apostle says, ' It is not possible that the

blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins ;'' lor they were far from being

a sufficient price to satisfy God. Moreover, the Papists speak much of human
satisfactions, consisting in various penances, fastings, leading a mortified life, part-

ing with their estates, and submitting to voluntary poverty, with a design to make
atonement for sin. The main foundation of this opinion, is their supposing, that

whatever satisfaction God demands for sin is the result of his will, and that there-

fore he might accept of the smallest act of obedience and stiffering as sufficient to

compensate for it, because he has deemed it so. They, accordingly, distinguish

between giving satisfaction to God, and to his justice. God, say they, may accept

of, or be satisfied with, the smallest price, instead of that which is most valuable
;

whereas, nothing can, properly speaking, be said to satisfy justice, but that which

has in it a value in proportion to what is purchased by it. As to the former branch

of this distinction, we deny that God can accept any thing as a price of redemp-

tion, but what has a tendency to secure the glory of his perfections ; and we as-

sert that nothing less than an infinite price can do this, and that, therefore, the dis-

tinction is vain, and nothing to their purpose. Or, if they suppose that God can

^be satisfied with what justice does not conclude sufficient, then their supposition

'is blasphemous, and derogatory to the divine perfections. We can allow of no
satisfaction, but what tends to set forth the glory and fulfil the demands of divine

iustice. Accordingly, we are to consider, that the satisfaction which was demanded
by the justice of God, for the expiation of sin, must contain two things.

1. It must be of infinite value, otherwise it would not be sufficient to compensate

for the injuries offered to the divine name by sin. Sin is objectively infinite, and

deserves a punishment proportioned to it ; and hence, the price demanded to satisfy

for it must be of corresponding value. The justice of God would cast the utmost

contempt on any thing that falls short of this. The prophet represents a person as

making a very large overture, which one would think sufficient if a finite price were

so, when he speaks, in a beautiful climax or gradation, of coming before the Lord
' with burnt-offerings,' and these well-chosen, ' calves of a year old,' and a multi-

tude of them. ' AVill the Lord,' says he, ' be pleased with thousands of rams,' a

price which very few were able to give, ' or with ten thousands of rivers of oil V
Here he offers more than it was possible to give. Then he ascends higher, and,

if it were sufficient, would part with ' his first-born for his transgression, the fruit

of his body for the sin of his soul.' All these are reckoned an inconsiderable

g Isa. i. 1 1. h Jer. vii. 22. i Heb. x. 4.
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price, not sufficient to procure the thing designed. Hence, he who offers it is ad-

vised, instead ol pretending to satisfy divine justice by a hmte price, to wa k

humbly with his God,'" and, whatever obedience he is obliged to perlorm, not to

have the vanity to think that it is a sufficient price to answer that end.

2. Satisfaction must bear some similitude or resemblance, as to the matter oi it,

to that debt which was duo from those for whom it was to be given. Here we

must consider what was the debt due from us, for which a demand of satisfaction

was made. This was twofold. There was first a debt of perfect and sinless obe-

dience, whereby the glory of God's sovereignty might be secured, and the honour

of his law maintained. This debt it was morally impossible for man to pay after

his fall ; for it implies a contradiction to say that a fallen creature can yield sin-

less obedience. Yet it was demanded of us, though fallen ; for the obligation could

not be disannulled by our disability to perform it. There was next a debt of pun-

ishment, which we were liable to, in proportion to the demerit of sin, as the result

of the condemning sentence of the law, which threatened death for every trans-

gression and disobedience. Now, if satisfaction be made to the justice of God, it

must have these ingredients in it.
x * j v „„„„ v„*

As to the infinite value of the price which was given, it is contested by none but

those who deny the divinity of Christ. The arguments which we have brought in

defence of our Lord's true deity, and others by which we have proved the necessity

that our Mediator should be God, render it less needful for us, at present to en-

large on this subject. 1 But there are many, who do not deny the necessity ot an

infinite satisfaction, who will not allow that it is necessary that there should be a

resemblance between the debt contracted and satisfaction given.
. ^ • .»

By these it is objected, that the least act of obedience, or one drop of thrist s

blood, was a sufficient price to satisfy divine justice. In defence of this opinion

thev ar<rue, that these must be supposed to have had an infinite value ;
that notlimg

can be greater that what is infinite ; and that, therefore, one act of obedience was

sufficient to redeem the whole world of fallen men, or the whole number of fallen

angels if God had pleased to order it so. Now, we do not deny that the least act

of obedience, or sufferings performed by our Saviour, would have been of inhmte

value, inasmuch as we do not conclude the infinity of obedience to consist m a

multitude of acts, or in its being perfectly sinless. We do not deem his suftering.

infinite, merely because they were exquisite, or greater than what mankind are

generally liable to in this world, but because they were the obedience and sutter-

in<-s of a divine Person ; and according to the same method of reasoning, we admit

that the least act of obedience and suffering, performed by him, would have been

infinite. It does not follow, however, that this would have been a sufficient price

of redemption ; for the sufficiency of the price arises, not only from the infinite

value of it but from God's will to accept it ; and he could not be willing to accept

any price but what had a tendency to illustrate and set forth the glory of his holi-

ness as a sin-hating God,—of his sovereignty in the government of the world, m
«5uch a way, that the most fit means might be used to prevent the commission of

sin —and of his truth, in fulfilling the threatenings denounced, to which man was

exposed by violating the law. Now, these ends could not be answered by one smge

instance of obedience or suttering ; and therefore God could not deem them suffi-

cient It is plain, too, that he did not deem them sufficient ;
for, if ho had, he

would not have delivered our Saviour to suffer all that he did, concerning whom

it is said, ' he spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. °> More-

over it was necessary that redemption should bo brought about m such a way as

would lay the sinner under the highest obligation to admire the love, both of the

Father and the Son. Now, if Christ had performed only one act of obedience, or

suffered in only the least degree, such an instance of condescension, though infinite,

would not have had so great a tendency to answer this end ;
nor could it have been

said, as it is, with a great emphasis of expression, that 'God coramendeth his love

toward us, in that while wo were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'"

It is objected, by others, that Christ's active obedience was no part of the satis-

k Micah vi. 7 8. 1 See Quest, xxxviii. m Rom. viii. 32. n Bom. v. 8.



512 Christ's priestly office.

faction which he gave for us, inasmuch as this was a debt due from him for him-

self, his human nature, in which alone he could yield obedience, being under a

natural obligation to perform it ; so that he could not be said to pay that debt for

us, which was due for himself. As for his passive obedience, say the objectors,

that, indeed, might be performed for us ; because, being an innocent Person, he

was not under any obligation to suifer, except by his own consent. But this, they

contend, cannot be said of his active obedience. And they add, that, if he had
performed active obedience for us, it would have exempted us from an obligation

to yield obedience ourselves ; and, consequently, this doctrine leads to licentious-

ness.—Now, we allow that Christ, as Man, was obliged to perform obedience, as a

debt due from him as a creature, and that, therefore, now he is in heaven, he is

under the same obligation ; though this has no reference to the work of our re-

demption, which was finished before he went thither. We contend, however, that

the obedience he performed before his death, might be deemed a part of that satis-

faction which he gave to the justice of God for us. His being under the law, was
the result of his own voluntary consent ; inasmuch as his incarnation, which was

necessary to his becoming a subject, was the result of the consent of his divine will.

Now, if he came into the world, and thereby put himself into a capacity of yield-

ing obedience by his own consent, which no other person ever did, then his obe-

dience, which was the consequence of his doing so, might be said to be voluntary,

and so deemed a part of the satisfaction which he gave to the justice of God in our

behalf.—Again, though we do not deny that Christ's active obedience was a debt

due to God for himself, yet it does not follow that it may not be imputed to us,

nor accepted for us ; even as that perfect obedience which was to have been per-

formed by Adam, according to the tenor of the first covenant, though it were to

have been imputed to all his posterity, was, nevertheless, primarily due from him
for himself.—As to that part of the objection in which it is supposed that Christ's

obedience for us would exempt us from an obligation to yield obedience, it is gen-

erally brought by those who desire to render the doctrine we are maintaining odious,

and take no notice of what we say in explaining our sense of it. In answer to it,

let it be considered, that, when we say Christ obeyed for us, we do not suppose

that he designed by his obedience to exempt us from any obligation to yield obe-

dience to God's commanding will, but only to exempt us from performing it with

the same view that he did. We are, by his having obeyed for us, excused, not

from yielding obedience to God as a Sovereign, but from doing it with a view of

meriting thereby, or making atonement for our defect of obedience, which was the

result of our fallen state. Hence, we are to say, ' When we have done all, we are

unprofitable servants ; we have done that which was our duty to do, '
° without con-

sidering it as that righteousness by which we are to be justified in the sight of

God. We understand our obligation to yield active obedience, in the same sense

as we are obliged patiently to suffer whatever afllictions God is pleased to lay on

us, from which we are not exempted by Christ's sufferings. The only difference

between them is, that his sufferings are penal and satisfactory. He suffered for

us, that, by his doing so, he might purchase for us eternal life, which is not the

end of a believer's suffering. Wliy, then, may it not be allowed, that Christ might
perform obedience for us, and we, at the same time, not be excused from it ?

As to the sufferings of Christ, it is objected, by others, that the whole of his pas-

sive obedience was not demanded as a price of redemption for us, but only what he

endured upon the cross, which was the greatest and most formidable part of his

sufferings, and particularly those which he endured from the sixth to the ninth hour,

while there was darkness over all the land, in which his soul was afflicted in so

extraordinary a manner, that he cried,p ' My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken

me V 1 As for his other sufferings, endured in the whole course of his life, the ob-

jectors allow that these were a convincing evidence of his love to us, and were de-

signed as an example, to induce us to bear afflictions with patience. But they

maintain that it was only his sufferings upon the cross which were satisfactory, and

Luke xvii. 10. p Matt, xxvii. 45, 46.

q These, which are stjled. I'assiones trihorii, ultimi, are generally called, Paetiae satisfactorisej

and all his sufferings before them, Pirns convincentes.
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that the cross was the altar on which he oiforefl himself f r us ; and they adduce in

support of their opinion those scriptures which speak of our redemption and justi-

fication, as the cflect of his crucifixion and death, rather than of his sufferings in

life. Now, though redemption and salvation are attributed, in many scriptures, to

Christ's death, or to his shedding his blood upon the cross for us; yet there is, in

all of them, a figurative way of speaking, in which, by a synecdoclie, a part is

taken for the whole ; so that his sufferings in life, though not particularly men-
tioned in them, are not excluded. There is one scripture, in which, by the same
figurative way of speaking, our justification is ascribed to Christ's active obedience

:

• By the obedience of one, shall many be made righteous.''' Here, though his

passive obedience is not mentioned, it is not excluded. So, when we read of

Christ's sufierings on the cross as being a part of his satisfaction, we are not to

suppose that his sufferings in life are excluded. The apostle plainly intimates as

much, when he says, 'He humbled himself, and became obedient unto deatli, even

the death of the cross.'* lie humbled himself, not only in his death, but in all

the sufferings he endured, in the whole course of his life. We must conclude, there-

fore, that what he endured in his infancy, and the poverty, temptation, reproach,

and contradiction of sinners against himself, and all the other miseries which he

underwent durmg the whole course of his life, which were a part of the curse due

to us for sin, were submitted to by him to expiate it, and consequently were a part

of his satisfaction. As for the cross being styled, as it is, by some ancient and
modern writers, the altar on which Christ offered himself, we think the notion

little more than a strain of rhetoric. Or, if it be designed to illustrate the opinion

we are now opposing, we deny that the cross ought to be called the altar. It is no-

where so styled in scripture, nor have we ground to conclude, that the altar on which
the sacrifices under the law were offered, was a type of Christ's cross in particular.

Indeed, we have a better explanation of the spiritual meaning of it, given by Christ

himself, when he speaks of the altar, as ' sanctifying the gift
;

'
^ alluding to its

being said concerning it that it is 'most holy, and whatsoever toucheth it shall be
holy.'" From this it is inferred, that the altar was more holy than the gift which
was laid upon it ; and it signifies that the altar on which Christ was offered added
an excellency to his offering. Now, nothing could be said to do so, but his divine

nature being personally united to his human, which rendered his sacrifice infinitely

valuable. Tliis is, therefore, the altar on which Christ was offered ; or, at least,

this is that which sanctified the offering, and not the cross on which he suffered.*

[See Note 3 Q, p. 546.]

The Reality of the Atonement.

We shall now prove, that what Christ did and suffered, was with a design to

give satisfaction to the justice of God, and that what he offered was a true and
proper sacrifice for sin. All allow that Christ obeyed and suffered. Even the
Socinians themselves will not deny that Christ suffered for us ; for this is very
plainly stated in .'scripture. But the main stress of the controversy lies in this,

—

Whether Christ died merely for our good, that is, that we might be induced to

believe the truth of the doctrines he delivered, as he confirmed them by shedding
his blood, and that he might give us an example of patience and holy fortitude

under the various evils we are exposed to, either in life or death ? This is the

sense in which they understand Christ's dying for us. But there is a great deal

more intended by his dying for us : it is intended by it that he died in our room
and stead, or tliat he bore that for us which the justice of God demanded, as a
debt primarily due from us, and that he did so as an expedient for taking awaj
the guilt of sin, and delivering us from his wrath to which we were liable.

This will appear, if we consider that he is for this reason styled our Redeemer,

r Rom. V. 19. s Phil. ii. 8. t Matt, xxiii. 19. u Exod. xxix. 37.
z It is an abominable strain of blasphemy, which some popish writers make use of, when they

•ay riOt only that the cross was the altar, but that it was sacred, and had a virtue to sanctify the
gift offered thereon, which is the foundation of that idolatrous adoiation they give to it.

I. 3 T
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as having purchased us "bj his death, or delivered us, in a judicial way, out of the

hand of vindictive justice. This is the most proper, if not the only sense of the

word redemption. [See Note 3 R, page 547.] The Socinians, indeed, speak of

Christ as a Redeemer ; but they understand the word in a metaphorical sense, as

importing his delivering us from some evils to which we were exposed, not by pay-
ing a price of redemption for us, but by revealing those laws or doctrines which
had a tendency to reform the world, or laying down some rules to direct the con-

versation of mankind, and remove some prejudices they had entertained. Now we
assert, that, as our Redeemer, he dealt with the justice of God ; as offering him-
self a sacrifice for sin. This appears from those scriptures which speak of his ' soul,'

as 'made an offering for sin.'y or of his being 'set forth to be a propitiation, to

declare the righteousness of God for the remission of sins.'^' In this respect, he
answered the types under the law, in which atonement is said to have been made
by sacrifice ; which, being an act of worship, was performed to God alone. By such

sacrifices sin was typically expiated, and the sinner discharged from the guilt to

which he was liable. Accordingly, Christ is said, as the antitype of them, to have
'offered himself without spot to God,' when he shed his blood for us, or to have
'put away sin by the sacrifice of himself, ''^ and to have 'given himself for us, an
offei'ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.' Moreover, what he

did and suffered is styled ' a ransom, ' or price of redemption ; and they who were
concerned in it are said to be ' bought with a price. '^ He says, concerning him-

self, that ' he came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life

a ransom for many.'*' We read, in scripture, of a person's paying a sum of money
as 'a ransom for his life,' when it was forfeited by his having been the culpable

occasion of the death of another ;'^ and if such a consideration, when exacted as a

price of redemption, be styled a ransom, a person's laying down his life for another,

may, with equal propriety, be so called. Now, Christ is said, in many scriptures,

to have done this for us ; and on this account, he is styled our Redeemer.
It is objected, that we often read in scripture of redemption, when there was no

price paid. Thus Israel is said to have been ' redeemed out of Egypt,^ and
Babylon ;'^ and elsewhere, speaking of their deliverance out of captivity, God says,

' I will redeem thee out of the hand of the terrible -,'5 yet thei-e was no price of re-

demption paid for their deliverance out of either Egypt or Babylon, but it was by
the immediate power of God. So Jacob, when he speaks of his deliverance from

evil by the angel, styles it, his 'redemption from all evil.'^ Now, say the objec-

tors, though we allow that the Angel he there speaks of, was our Lord Jesus Christ

;

yet the deliverance he wrought for Jacob was not by paying a price for him, but

by exerting his divine power. The objectors add that others are called redeemers,

who have been God's ministers in delivering his people. Thus Moses is called 'a

ruler and deliverer, by the hands of the angel which appeared to him in the bush ;''

where, they say, the word translated 'deliverer,'^ ought to be rendered 'a re-

deemer.' On these various grounds, they conclude that there may be redemption

without satisfaction.—But this objection, how plausible soever it may seem to be,

is not unanswerable. The reply which may be given to it is, that though deliver-

ance from evil may be styled redemption, as it often is in scripture, the reason of

its being so called, is the reference which it has to that ransom which Christ was,

after his incarnation, to pay for his people. This was the foundation of all that

discriminating grace which God, in former ages, extended to his people. It was

on account of this that he did not suffer them to perish in Egypt, or Babylon.

Accordingly, their deliverance thence is called a redemption. We never find,

however, that any deliverance which God wrought for his enemies who have no

concern in Christ's redemption, is so called. As to Moses being styled, in the

scripture referred to, 'a redeemer,' the deliverance he wrought for the Israelites,

as an instrument made use of by the Angel that appeared to him, may, without

any impropriety of expression, be called a redemption, and he a redeemer ; inas-

y lea. liii. 10. z Rom. iii. 25. a Heb. ix. 26. b 1 Cor. vi. 20.

c Matt. XX. 28. d p:xod. xxi. 29, .30. e Deut. vii. 8. f Micah iv. 10.

g Jer. XV. 21. h Gen. xlviii. 16. i Acts vii. 35. k Avr(t)rni>.
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much as that deliverance which Christ wrought by him. was founded on tlie

purchase which ho designed to pay, otherwise Moses would not have been h(?

styled. .

2. There are many scriptures which speak of Christ's obedience and sutternigs

having been in our room and stead, whereby he performed what was duo from us

to the justice of God, which is the proper notion of satisfaction.^ Thus we are to

understand those expressions in which he is said to 'die for us.' ' In due time,'

says the apostle, ' Christ died for the ungodly ;' and 'while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us.'^ By these expressions, we are to understand that he endured

those sufferings in life and death to which we were liable,—that he did so with a

design to procure for us justification, reconciliation to God, and eternal salvation,

—

and that herein he was substituted in our room and stead, as well as died for our

good.">—That Christ died in this sense, for his people, farther appears from his

being said in scripture, to bear their sins, ' Who his own self,' says the apostle,

' bare our sins in his own body on the tree.'" And elsewhere it is said, ' lie was

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement

of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. The Lord hath

laid on him the iniquity of us all. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter ;
he

was cut off out of the land of the living ; for the transgression of my people was he

stricken.'" All these expressions plainly denote that he suffered that which was

due to them, or that he died in their room and stead. Again, he is said to have

died for them in a sense in which none but he ever died for another. Much more,

therefore, must be understood by his death than his dying for the good of mankind.

The apostle, speaking of this matter, opposes Christ's sufferings to his own, with

respect to their end and design. He says, ' AVas Paul crucified for you ?'p which

is as if he had said, ' It is true, I have suffered many things for the church's ad-

vantage ;
yet it would be a vile thing for you to entertain even the least surmise

that my sufferings were endured with the same view that Christ suffered ;
for he

died as a sacrifice for sin, that he might give a price of redemption to the justice

of God, which no one else ever did.'

It is objected to what has been said in proof of Christ's dying in our room and

stead, from his having borne our iniquities, that the expressions which say that he

did so, denote nothing else but his taking our iniquities away, which he might do, if

he had not died in our room and stead. Thus, say the objectors, we have, in refer-

ence to the scripture which speaks of Christ's bearing our iniquities, an explana-

tion which shows that nothing is intended by it but his taking away some afflictions

to which we were liable ; for, on occasion of his 'casting out devils, and healing all

that were sick,' it is said that he did this, 'that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying. Himself took our infirmities, and bare our

sicknesses,'^ which he might be said to do, without his dying to satisfy the justice

of God for us in our room and stead. We reply, that there are two things to be

1 Rom. V, 6, 8.

m There are several prepositions used in the New Testament in explaining this doctrine,

namely, Sia, wij/, iirif, and aivi. ^m and «ri{/ refer to the occasion and cause ot Christ's death,

namely, our sins. Thus it is said, in Rom. iv. 25, ' Who was delivered for our offences, 'O; a-agj-

So^K, Sla Ta vx^arrufiara fifitir ; and, in I Pet. iii. 18, 'Christ also hath once suffered for sins,' n»ji

aftcc^Titiv t^ah. And, in this case, his suhstitution in our room and stead is ptincipitll) Hrjiued, from

iis l.eiii^' lor our sins, for which death was due. As for wwij, whenever it nfers to Chri^l's suffer-

iutis. It plainh signifies his being substituted in our room anU stead ; as in Rom. v. G, 'Christ dieil,'

iwi^ mriSuv, ' lor the ungodly;' and in Tit. ii. 14, 'Who gave himself lor u>,' 'Of iSaoci. lavrct u*t(

fifiut. This preposition is not only used in the New Testament to si^inify the substitution of the

person (hiiig in the room of another, or, in other instances, acting in his stead, as in '2 Cor. v. '20,-

Pliilem. ver. 13; but it is tiiken in the same sense when used in other writers. Vid. Euripid. in Al-

cest. ^n ^fn*x ^""'f
'^"' ^ "'V*' *"'' Demosth. in Coron. lyu rcvf ixi^ rov roitiru. The Latui word

which answers to it, is somelunes used in the same sense. Vid. Ter. in Aiidr. 'Ego pro te molam.'

As for the preposition atn, it is seldom or never used, but it signifies a substitution o( one ihing,

or person, in the room of another. Thus when Christ is said to 'give his life a ransom,' «»Ti

woXXuv. 'for many,' in Matt. xx. 28; Mark x. 45, this plainly imports his being substituted in their

room, as appears by the frequent use of the preposition in other scriptures. See Matt. ii. 22;

chap.' v. 38; and xvii. 27; Luke xi. 11 ; and several other places. Vid. Grot, de Satisfact. Christ,

cap. 9.

n 1 Pet. ii. 24. o Isa. liii. 5—8. p 1 Cor. i. 13. q Matt. viii. 16, 17
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considered in the death of Christ ; which, though distinct, are not to he separated.

One is, his bearing those griefs, sorrows, or punishments which were due to us for

sin ; the other is, his taking them away, as the effect and consequence of his having

borne them or answered for them. Now, the design of the prophet Isaiah, in his

fifty-third chapter, as appears by several expressions in it, is to shew that Christ

did both these. Accordingly, when he is said to have ' borne our griefs, and car-

ried our sorrows,'' both these senses are to be applied to the words. Peter ex-

plains one of the senses when he says, ' Who his own self bare our sins in his own

body on the tree ;'* and the evangelist, in the text under consideration, explains

the words of the prophet in both senses, when he says, ' Himself took our infirmi-

ties, and bare our sicknesses,' that is, he submitted to give satisfaction for them,

and, as the consequence of this, healed those diseases to which we were liable, as

the fruit of sin. The objection, therefore, taken from this scripture against the

doctrine we are maintaining, is of no force ; for though Christ took away those

miseries which were the effects and consequences of sin, it does not follow that he

did not do this by making satisfaction for it.

It is further objected that there are texts which speak of Christ's dying for us,

where, though this mode of speaking is used, different ends are said to be attained

by his dying for us from that of his giving satisfaction to the justice of God. Thus

it is said that ' he gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this

present evil world,'* ' that he might purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous

of good works,'" and that he might 'leave us an example that we should follow his

steps. '^ It is also said, in order that he might acquire to himself some additional

circumstances of glory, that ' he died, and rose, and revived, that he might be

Lord both of the dead and living. 'y These and similar ends are said to be at-

tained by Christ's death ; and, it is alleged, they do not argue that he died in our

stead, but only for our advantage. The objectors add, that others are repre-

sented as suffering for the church, as well as Christ, that is, for their good ; and

that there is no difference in the mode of speaking respecting them, from that in

which Christ is said to die for us. Thus the apostle says, ' I rejoice in my suffer-

ings for you;'^ and this he explains elsewhere, when he speaks of his being

'afflicted,' for the church's 'consolation and salvation.'* Now, we do not deny

that there are other ends designed by Christ's sufferings and death, besides his

giving satisfaction to divine justice. But these are the result and consequence of

the latter. Hence, we must first consider him as dying in our stead, and then

consider the fruits and effects which redound to our advantage. The one is so

far from being inconsistent with the other, that it is necessary to it. In some
of the scriptures just mentioned both of the ends are expressed, the former being

the ground and reason of the latter. When, for example, it is said, ' He gave
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world,' the

meaning is, he first made satisfaction for sin, and then, as the consequence of this,

in the application of redemption, he designed to deliver us from the evils we are

exposed to in this world. When, again, the apostle speaks of ' Christ's purifying

to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works,' he does not mention tliis as

the chief, much less as the only design of his giving himself for his people ; but he

states that the design was, first, 'that he might redeem them from all iniquity,'

namely, by giving a satisfaction to justice for them, and then that, having redeemed,

he might purify them to himself. When, farther, it is said, ' He died, that he

might be Lord both of the dead and living,' the meaning is, that he might pur-

chase that dominion which he hath over them as Mediator, or that, having satisfied

divine justice for them as a Priest, he might have dominion over them as a King.

These two ends, then, are not inconsistent with each other ; and therefore the

latter does not destroy the former. As for the scripture in which the apostle speaks

of his sufferings for the church, or for their 'consolation and salvation,' we may
observe that he does not say that he suffered for them, much less in their room and
stead, or as a propitiation to make reconciliation, that he might promote their coa-

r Isa. liii. i. a 1 Pet. ii. 24. t Gal. i. 4. u Tit. ii. 14.

X 1 Pet. ii. 21. yRom. xiv. 9. z Col. i. 24. a 2 Cor. i, 6.
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solation and salvation, as Christ did. Still less is it said of any besides the Re-

deemer, that ' he gave his life a ransom for them.' This is an expression peculiar

to himself, wherein his death is represented as a price of redemption for them.^

3. That Christ died in our room and stead, and consequently designed by his

death to give satisfaction to the justice of God for our sin, appears from the fact

that his death was typified by the sacrifices under the ceremonial law. These, it

is plain, were substituted in the room of the offender for whom they were oftered.

We read of ' the priest's laying his hands on the head of tlie sacrifice, and confess-

ing over it the iniquities ' of those for whom it was ottered. On this account, it is

said to ' have borne them ;'•= and the consequence was the discharge ot the ottend-

ers from the guilt which they had contracted. This is called, making atonement

for sin. Now, that this was a type of Christ's making satisfaction for our sins by
his death, is evident from tlie fact that the apostle, having spoken concerning this

ceremonial ordinance, applies it to him. He says, ' Christ was once ottered to bear

the sins of many ;'•* and elsewhere, when referring to ' the sacrifice of the Lord's

passover,' as the paschal lamb was styled,^ he says, ' Christ our passover is sacri-

ficed for us.'^ As such, Christ is said * to be made sin for us, who knew no sin,

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him, '6 And as they who were

ordained to peribrm the service of making atonement are called priests, Christ, as

typified by them, is so styled.

I am sensible it will be objected, that the sacrifices under the ceremonial law

were not instituted with a design to typify Christ's death. This would hardly

have been asserted by any, it being so contrary to the sense of many scriptures,

had it not been thought necessary to support the cause which the objectors main-
tain. Having said something concerning it before, when considering the origin of

the ceremonial law,'' I shall add only, that it is very absurd to suppose that God
appointed sacrifices, not as types of Christ, but to prevent the Israelites from fol-

lowing the custom of the heathen, in sacrificing to their gods ; that the heathen

did not take their rites of sacrificing from the Jews, but the Jews from them ; and
that God, foreseeing that the Jews would be .inclined to follow the heathens' ex-

ample in this matter, indulged them in regard to it, and only made a change with

respect to its object, in ordaining that, instead of offering sacrifice to idols, they

should offer it to himself. This theory runs counter to all the methods of provi-

dence in the government of the church ; which have been so far from giving occa-

sion to it to symbolize with tiie religion of the heathen, in their external rites of

worship, that God strictly forbade all commerce with them. Thus Abraham was
called out of Ur of tl»e Chaldees, an idolatrous country, to live in the land of

Canaan ; and there he was to be no other than a stranger, or sojourner, that he
might not, by too great familiarity with the inhabitants, learn their ways. After-

wards, the Jews were prohibited from having any dealings with the Egyptians ;

not because civil commerce was unlawful, but lest intercourse witli them should

give occasion to the Jews to imitate them in their rites of worship. To prevent

this intercourse, the multiplying of horses was forbidden.' On this account, the

church says, ' We will not ride upon horses ; neither will we say any more to the

work of our hands. Ye are our gods ;'*' that is, we will not do any thing which may
be a temptation to us to join with the Egyptians, or other heathen nations, in their

idolatry. Certainly, therefore, God did not ordain sacrifices in compliance with

the heathen, but to typify Christ's death.

We have thus endeavoured to prove that Christ gave satisfaction to the justice

of God for sin, as he was a true and proper sacrifice for it. I might, for the far-

ther strengthening of the argument, have proved, as respects the end of Christ's

death assigned by the JSocinians, namely, that he might confirm his doctrine, not

that he might make atonement for sin, that death can hardly be reckoned an ex-

pedient to confirm any doctrine. There are many instances of persons having laid

b See the note on p. 551, c Lev. xvi. 21, 22. d Heb. ix. 28.

e Exoci. xii. 27. ( 1 Cor. v. 7. ^ 2 Cor. v.^ 21. h See Sect. 'The
Administration of the Covenant under the Old Testament.' under Quest, xxxiii, xxxiv, xxxv.

i Deut. xvii. 16. k Hos. xiv. H.
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down their lives to confirm doctrines which were false. Nothing more is proved

by a person's dying for a doctrine than that he himself believes it, or else is under
the power of delusion or distraction. But a person's believing the doctrine he
advances, is no evidence of its truth. Besides, our Saviour's doctrines were suf-

ficiently confirmed by the miracles which he wrought for that end. Indeed, were
this the only end of Christ's dying, I cannot see how it differs from the death of

the apostles, and other martyrs for the sake of the gospel. Christ laid down his

life, however, with other views, and for higher ends, than those for which any other

person ever suffered. We may add, that if Christ died only to confirm his doc-

trine, or, as is farther alleged by those whom we oppose, that he might give us an
example of submission to the divine will and patience in suffering, it would have
been no manner of advantage to the Old Testament saints. Christ could not be

an example to them ; nor were the doctrines which it is pretended he suffered to

confirm, such as were promulged in their time. On this supposition, therefore,

Christ was no Saviour to them ; nor could they reap any advantage by what he

was to do and suffer ; nor would they have been represented as desiring and hop-

ing for his coming, or, as is said of Abraham, 'rejoicing to see his day ;'^ and if

we suppose that they were saved, it must have been without faith in him. They
who adopt this method of reasoning, not only militate against Christ being a pro-

per sacrifice, but render his cross of none efl'ect, at least to those who lived before

his incarnation. They also exhibit his death, which was the greatest instance of

love that could be expressed to the children of men, as not absolutely necessary to

their salvation.

Before we close this Head, we shall consider an objection generally brought
against the doctrine of Christ's satisfaction, namely, that he did not undergo the

punishment due for our sins, because he did not suffer eternally, and because his

sufferings were not attended with the despair and some other circumstances of pun-
ishment to which sinners are liable in the other world. We answer, that the infi-

nite value of Christ's sufferings did compensate for their not being eternal. Indeed,

the eternity of sufferings is the result of their not being satisfactory ; a considera-

tion which cannot be applicable to those which Christ endured. As for despair,

attended with impatience, and other sins committed by those that suffer eternal

punishments, the former arise from the eternal duration of the punishments, the

latter from corruption of nature, which, while complaining of the severity of his

dispensations, refuses to subscribe to the justice of God.
We have thus considered Christ's death, as a true and proper sacrifice for sin.

We might now take notice of an expression used in this Answer, and taken from
the words of the apostle, that ' he once offered himself,' ™ and that ' without spot, to

God.'" This offering being sufiicient to answer the end designed, there was no
need of repeating it, or of his doing any thing else with the same view ; the jus-

tice of God having declared itself fully satisfied when he was raised from the dead.

But, having already considered the infinite value of what he did and suffered, and
its efficacy to bring about the work of our redemption, whereby it appears to be
more excellent than all the sacrifices which were offered under the ceremonial law,

I need not say any more on that subject. As we have also considered Christ as

being sinless, and therefore offering himself as a Lamb, without spot and blemish,
and how this was the necessary result of the extraordinary formation and union of

the human nature with his divine Person, and the unction whicli he received from
the Holy Ghost, I shall, at present, observe only what is said concerning his offer-

ing himself to God. This be is said, in the scripture just referred to, to have done
'through the eternal Spirit.' These words are commonly understood of his eter-

nal Godhead, which added an infinite value to his sacrifice, or, like the altar,

sanctified the gift ; which is certainly a great truth. But it seems more agree-

able to the most known sense of the word ' Spirit,' to understand them concei'ning

his presenting himself, or making a tender of the service he performed, by the
hand of the eternal Spirit unto God, as an acceptable sacrifice. The main difiiculty

in this scripture, however, is what is objected by the Socinians and others who deny

1 John viii. 56. m Heb. ix. 28. a Ver. U.
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his deity, namely, liow lie could be said to oflcr himself to God, since that is the

same as to say that ho offered himself to himself, he being, as we formerly proved,

God ecjual with the Father. But there is no absurdity in this assertion, if it be

understood concerning tlie service performed by him in his human nature. This

service, though rendered worthy to bo otiered by virtue of the union of the human
nature with his divine Person, yet, as to the act of worship involved in it, termi-

nated on the Godhead, or tended to the securing of the glory of the perfections of

that divine nature which is common to all the divine Persons. It is in this sense

that some ancient writers are to be understood, when they say that Christ may be

said to otter up himself to himself ; that is, tlie service performed in the human
nature M-as the thing ottered, and the object of the service, to which all acts of

worship are referred, was the divine nature, which belongs to himself as well as

the Father.

The Extent of the Atonement.

We shall now consider the persons for whom, as a Priest, Christ offered himself,

and so enter on that subject which is so much controverted in the present age,

namely, whether Clirist died for all men, or only for the elect whom he designed

to redeem and bring to salvation. Here we shall premise some thoughts.

1. It is generally taken for granted, by those who maintain either side of the

question, that the saving effects of Christ's death do not redound to all men, or that

Christ did not die, in this respect, for all the world. To assert this would be to

argue that all men shall be saved ; which every one supposes contrary to the whole
tenor of scripture.

2. It is allowed, by those who deny the extent of Christ's death to all men, as to

what concerns their salvation, that it may truly be said, that there are, as the con-

sequence of Christ's death, some blessings redounding to the whole world, and
more especially to those who sit under the sound of the go-spel. It is owing to the

death of Christ that the day of God's patience is lengthened out ; that the preaching
of the gospel is continued to those who are favoured with it ; and that this is at-

tended, in many, with restraining grace, and some instances of external reforma-

tion, which, tliough they may not issue in .salvation, have a tendency to prevent a
multitude of sins, and a greater degree of condemnation which would otherwise
ensue. These may be called the remote or secondary ends of Christ's death.

Though it was principally and immediately designed to redeem the elect, and to

purchase all saving blessings for them, which shall be applied in his own time and
way ; yet others are, in consequence, made partakers of some blessings of common
providence, so far as they are subservient to the salvation of those for whom he
gave himself a ransom.

3. It is allowed on both sides, and especially by all who own the divinity and sat-

isfaction of Christ, that his death was sufficient to redeem the whole world, had
God designed that it should be a price for them. This is the result of the infinite

value of it.

4. The main question before us, therefore, is, ^Vhethcr God designed the sal-

vation of all mankind by the death of Christ, or whether he accepted it as a price

of redemption for all, so that it might be said, that he redeemed some who shall

not be saved by him .<* This is affirmed by many mIio maintain universal redemp-
tion,—a doctrine which we nmst take leave to deny. They add, as an explanation of

their opinion, that Clirist died in order that he miglit put all men into a salvable

state, or procure for them a possibility of salvation, so that many might obtain it,

by a riglit improvement of his death, who shall fall short of it; and also that it

is in their power to frustrate the ends of his death, and so render it ineffectual.

This we judge not only to be an error, but such as is highly derogatory to the glory
of God. We shall endeavour to make this appear, and shall endeavour also to

establish the contrary doctrine, namely, that Christ died to purchase salvation
for none but those who shall obtain it.

I. That Christ did not die equally and alike for all men, appears from those dis-
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tinguisliing characters which accompany salvation, and which are given to those for

whom he died.

1. They are called his 'sheep.' ' I am the good Shepherd, the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep. '** This metaphor must certainly imply, that they for

tt'hom Christ died are distinguished from the world, as the objects of his immediate
tare and special gracious providence. There are also several things in the context,

containing a farther description of the ' sheep' for whom he laid down his life,

which cannot be applied to the whole world. Thus it is said, ' I know my sheep,

and am known of them.'P that is, with a knowledge of affection, as the word ' know-
ledge' is often used in scripture to mean, when applied to Christ or his people.

Again, the sheep are described as those who shall certainly obtain salvation. Our
Saviour says concerning them, ' My sheep iiear my voice, and I know them, and
they follow me ; and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish

;

neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.'*i But this privilege, without doubt,

belongs not to the whole world. They are considered also as believers, inasmuch
as faith is the necessary consequence of Christ's redemption, and accordingly are .

distinguished from the world, or that part of it which is left in unbelief and impeni-

tency. Accordingly, Christ says, concerning those who rejected his Person and
gospel, ' Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep.

'*

2. They for whom Christ died are called his ' friends,' and, as such, the objects

of his highest love. ' Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends,'^ They are farther described, in the following words, as ex-

pressing their love to him by ' doing whatsoever he commandeth them.' And, as he
calls them ' friends,' so they are distinguished from ' servants,' or slaves, who,
though they may be made partakers of common favours, yet are not made ac-

quainted with his secrets. ' All things,' says he to them, ' that I have heard of my
Father, I have made known unto you.'' They are farther distinguished from the

world, inasmuch as they are ' chosen' by Christ, ' and ordained that they should
go, and bring forth fruit.' There are also several other privileges which accompany
salvation, which are said to belong to these friends of Christ for whom he died.

It is objected, that what Christ here says, concerning his friends, is particularly

directed to his disciples, with whom at that time he conversed ; that he considers

them as persons who had made a right improvement of his redeeming love ; and
that, therefore, they were likely to reap the happy fruits and effects of that redemp-
tion which the whole world might be made partakers of if they would. We reply,

that, whatever promises or privileges Christ's disciples were made partakers of, if

these do not immediately respect their character as ministers, but as Christians,

are equally to be applied to all believers. Now, that what Christ says to

those whom he calls his friends is applicable to all believers, appears from their

being described as ' abiding in him,' and ' bringing forth much fruit' under the
powerful influence of his grace, ' without whom they can do nothing.' Moreover,
when he speaks of the ' world's hating them, because they are not of the world,'

and of 'the Comforter being sent to testify of him,'" in order to the confirmation of

their faith, he speaks of what belongs to all believers as such. Hence, all believers

are as much described as Christ's friends for whom he laid down his life, as his

disciples to whom he more immediately directed his discourse. As for the other
part of the objection, namely, that the disciples had made a right improvement
of Christ's redemption, the reply which may be given is, that none but Christ's

friends can be said to have made a right improvement of redemption, and therefore

none but such have any ground to conclude that Christ died for them. But this

is not the temper and character of the greater part of mankind. Hence, Christ did

not die for the whole world. It is very evident, also, from the character which
Christ gives of those for whom he died, that either they are or shall be of enemies
made friends to him.

3. They are called, the ' children of God that were scattered abroad, who should
be gathered together in one,' as the consequence of his death.^ This gathering

o John X. 11. p Ver. 14. q Ver. 27, 28. r John x. 26.
s Johii XV. 13. t Ver. 15, 16. u Ver. 19, 26. x John xi. 52.
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together in one seems to import the same thing as that which the apostle speaks

of as a display of the grace of the gospel, and which he calls their ' being gathered

together in Christ their Head.'' One part of them he considers as already in

heaven, and the other part of them as on earth, in their way to it ; and he speaks

such things concerning them in the preceding and following context, as cannot

be said of any but those wlio shall be saved. Now, if Christ designed by his

death to purchase this special privilege for liis children, certainly it cannot be

supposed that he died for the wliole world. Elsewhere, too, the apostle, speaking

of * the Captain of our salvation being made perfect througli sufferings,'^ considers

his being so as a means for ' bringing many sons unto glory ;' which is a peculiar

privilege belonging to the heirs of salvation, and not to the whole world.

It will be objected, that nothing can be proved from the words of so vile a person

as Caiaphas, who relates the words on which out present argument is founded ; and
that, therefore, though they are contained in scripture, they do not prove the truth

of the doctrine which is pretended to be established by them. But though Caiaphas

was one of the vilest men on earth, and either did not believe this prophecy him-

self, or, if he did, made a very bad use of it ; yet this does not invalidate the

prediction. P'or while wicked men may occasionally have some prophetic intima-

tions concerning future events, as Balaam had, the instrument which the Spirit of

God makes use of in discovering them to mankind, does not render them less cer-

tain, since the worst of men may be employed to impart the greatest truths. It is

sufficient to our purpose, therefore, that it is said, in the words inniiediately foregoing,

that * being high priest that year, he prophesied ;' for it was no uncommon thing

for the higli priest to have prophetic intimations from God to deliver to the people,

whatever his personal character might be. Hence, we must consider this as a
divine oracle, and therefore infallibly true.

It is objected again, that, even allowing that what is here predicted was true, yet

the subject of the prediction respects the nation of the Jews, concerning whom it

cannot be said that every individual was in a state of salvation ; so that it rather

militates against, than proves the doctrine of particular redemption. But it is

evident that, when it is said that ' Christ should die for that nation,' the meaning
is, the children of God in that nation. The children of God who dwelt there, are

opposed to his children who were scattered abroad. Hence, the meaning is, Christ

died that they should not perish who have the temper and disposition of his children,

wherever the place of their residence be.

4. They for whom Christ died are called his 'church,' of which he is ' the Head ;*

and ' the body,' of whom he is the Saviour ;'* and these he is said ' to have loved,

and given himself for.'** Now, the church is distinguished from the world, as it is

gathered out of it ; the word ' church ' being, in this place, taken in a very difli3r-

ent sense from that in which it is understood in many other scriptures. The
apostle does not mean merely a number of professing people, of whom some are

sincere and others may be hypocrites, or of whom some shall be saved and others

not ; nor does he speak of those who are apparently in the way of salvation, as

making a visible profession of tlie Christian religion. But he speaks of that church
which is elsewhere called ' the spouse of Christ,' which is united to him by faith,

and which shall in the end be eternally saved by him. This is very evident ; for

he speaks of them as * sanctified and cleansed with the washing of water by the

word.'* And, as to their future state, they are such as shall hereafter be 'pre.

sented to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. '"^

Now, as it was for these that Christ died, it cannot be reasonably concluded that

he died equally and alike for all mankind. We may add, that they are called 'his

people,' whom he designed ' to save from their sins ;'* and also 'a peculiar people,'

who possess, and shall be known by the character of being ' zealous of good works.''

By his death, they are said not only to be redeemed, so as to be put into the possession

of the external privileges of the gospel, but 'redeemed from all iniquity,' and
purified unto himself. Ndw, all these expressions certainly denote those distin-

y Eph. i. 10. I Hp!). ii. 10. a Eph. v. 23. b Eph. v. 25.
c Eph. Y. 26. d Eph. v. 27. e Matt. i. 21. f Tit. ii. 14.
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guishing blessings wliich Clirist, by his deatli, designed to purchase for tbose who

are the objects of his redumption.

II. That Christ did not die equally and alike for all mankind, appeal's from the

fact that his death was an instance of the highest love, and that they who are con-

cerned in it are in a peculiar manner obliged to bless him for it as such. The
apostle joins these ideas together, when he says, ' He loved me, and gave himself

for me.'s Elsewhere it is said, ' He loved us, and washed us from our sins in his

own blood •,'^' and herein it is said that 'God commendeth his love towards us,'* as

that which is without a parallel. Besides, when the apostle speaks of the love of

Christ expressed in his dying for men, he seems to distinguish it from that common
love which is extended to all ; he says, 'Christ died for us.' That we may under-

stand what he means, we must consider to whom it was that this epistle was

directed, namely, to such as were 'beloved of God, called to be saints.''^ They are

described also as persons who ' were justified by Christ's blood,' and who 'should be

saved from wrath through him;' 'reconciled to God by the death of his Son,' and

who ' should be saved by his life ;' and who, as such, 'joyed in God through our Lord

Jesus Christ, and by him had received the atonement.'^ Surely, then, they who
were thus beloved by Christ, to whom he expressed his love by dying for them, must

be distinguished from the world. Moreover, our Saviour speaks of this as far ex-

ceeding all that love which is in the breasts of men to one another : 'Greater love hath

no man than this, that a man should lay down his life for his friends.'*" We have,

therefore, no reason to suppose that he died equally and alike for all ; for then there

would be in his death an equal instance of love to the best and to the worst of men.

Judas would have been as much beloved as Peter,—the Scribes and Pharisees, Christ's

avowed enemies and persecutors, as much beloved as his disciples and faithful follow-

ers,—if there be nothing discriminating in his dying love. We must conclude, there-

fore, that he died to procure some distinguishing blessings for a part of mankind,

which all are not partakers of. And as this love is so great and discriminating, it

is the subject of the eternal praise of glorified saints. The 'new song' which is sung

to him, is a celebrating of his glory, as having 'redeemed those to God by his blood

out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, '° who were admitted into

his immediate presence, as the objects of his distinguishing love. Certainly all

this implies more than his purchasing the gospel-dispensation, or the discovery of

the way of salvation to mankind, of whom the greater part neglect and despise it,

and reap no saving advantage by it.

III. There are some circumstances attending the death of Christ, which argue

that it was not designed for all the world. In particular, he died as a surety, or

as one who undertook to pay that debt which the justice of God might have ex-

acted of men in their own persons. This has already been proved ; and what
may be inferred from it is, that if Christ, by dying, paid this debt, and when he

rose again from the dead, received a discharge from the hand of justice, then God
will not exact the debt twice, so as to bring those under the condemning sentence

of the law whom Christ by his death has delivered from it. But this certainly is a
privilege which does not belong to the whole world. Moreover, some are not, and
never shall be, justified or discharged for the sake of a ransom paid. It may be
concluded, therefore, that it was not given for them.

IV. It farther appears that Christ did not die equally and alike for all men,
from the fact that he designed to purchase that dominion over those for whom .'le

died, or that propriety in them, which would be the necessary result of his dying
for them. As they are his trust and charge, given into his hand to be redeemed
by his blood ; and as, in that respect, he undertook to satisfy, and by his death did

satisfy, the justice of God for them ; so, as the x-esultof this, he acquired a right to

them, as Mediator, by redemption. Pursuant, also, to the eternal covenant be-

tween the Father and him, he obtained a right to bestow eternal life on all that

were given to, and purchased by him. Tliis tends to set forth the Father's glory,

as he designed hereby to recover and bring back fallen' creatures to himself ; and

g Gal. ii. 20. h Rev. J. 5. j Rom. v. 8. k Chap. i. 7.
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it redounds to Christ's glory, as Mediator. Heroin not only does he discover the

infinite value of his obedience and sufferings, but all his redeemed ones are rendered

the monuments of his love and grace, and shall for ever be employed in celebrating

his praise. But certainly this is inconsistent with his death being ineffectual to an-

swer this end ; and consequently he died for none but those whom he will bring to

glory, which he could not be said to have done, had he laid down his life for the

whole world.

V. That Christ did not die, or pay a price of redemption for all the world, far-

ther appears from the fact, that salvation, whether begun, carried on, or perfected,

is represented, in scripture, as the application of it ; and that all the graces which

are wrought by the Spirit in believers, are described as its necessary result and

consequence. Tliis will appear, if we consider that, when Christ speaks of his

Spirit as 'sent to convince of sin, righteousness, and judgment, and to guide ' his

people ' into all truth,' he says, ' He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine,

and shall show it unto you.'° The meaning is, that the Spirit should apply

what Christ had purchased ; whereby his glory, as our Redeemer, would be emi-

nently illustrated. Elsewhere, also, when the apostle speaks of the Spirit's work

of regeneration and sanctification, he considers it as the result of Christ's death.

Accordingly, the Spirit is said to be ' shed on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ

our Saviour.'P Again, when Christ is spoken of as 'redeeming them that were

under the law,' their receiving ' the adoption of sons,'i and all the privileges con-

tained in it, are considered as the necessary consequence of his redeeming them.

Moreover, Christ's being ' not spared, but delivered up ' unto death for those who
are described as chosen, called, justified, and such as shall be hereafter glorified, is

assigned as a convincing evidence, that ' God will with him freely give them all

things. '" Now this cannot, with the least shadow of reason, be applied to the

whole world ; so that Chi-ist did not die for, or redeem, all mankind.

That the application of redemption may farther appear to be of equal extent

with the purchase of it, we shall endeavour to prove that all those graces which

believers are made partakers of here, as well as complete salvation which is the

consummation of it hereafter, are the purchase of Christ's death. Here we princi-

pally oppose those who defend the doctrine of universal redemption, in that open

and self-consistent way, which the Pelagians generally take. They suppose tiiat

faith, and repentance, and all other graces, are entirely in our own power ; other-

wise the conditionality of the gospel-covenant, as they rightly observe, could never

be defended, and they, for wliom Christ died, namely, all mankind, must necessa-

rily repent and believe. In this manner a late writer* argues, in consistency with

his own scheme. Some others, however, who maintain the doctrine of universal

redemption, and, at the same time, that of efficacious grace, pluck down with one

hand what they build up with the other. It is the former of these principally that

we are now to oppose, when we speak of the graces of the Spirit as purchased by

Christ's blood. Now, in proof of our position, let it be observed that complete sal-

vation is styled * the purchased possession ;'' that our 'deliverance from the wrath

to come,' is not only inseparably connected with, but contained in it ; and that both

are considered as purcliased by the death of Christ." The apostle, speaking else-

where of the church as arrived at its state of perfection in heaven, and of its being

'without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,' and 'without blemish,' that is, when

its sanctification is brought to perfection, considers this as tlie accomplishment of

the great end of Christ's 'giving himself for it,' or laying down his life to purchase

it.* It follows, tlien, that all that grace, by which believers arc made meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in liglit, and which is the beginning of

this salvation, is the purchase of Christ's blood. Accordingly, CJod is said to liave

' blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places '—or, as it may be better

rendered, ' in what concerns heavenly things'
—'in Christ, '^ that is, for the sake

of Christ's death, which purchased these blessings. Hence, faith and repentance,

o John xvi. 14. p Tit. iii. R. q Gal. iv. 5. r Rom. viii. 32. s See Whitby's Dis-
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and all other graces, which are wrought in us in this world, are purcha:?ed by Christ's

death. Accordingly, it is said, ' Unto you it is given on the behalf of Christ to

believe,' as well as to exercise those graces which are necessary in those who are
called 'to suffer for his sake.'== Elsewhere also, God is said to have 'exalted
Christ to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance,' as well as ' forgiveness
of sins.'^ Now, as his exaltation includes his resurrection from the dead, these
words plainly argue that he died to give repentance, and consequently that this

grace was purchased by him. Moreover, when our Saviour speaks of ' sending
the Spirit, the Comforter, to convince the world of sin, of rigiiteousness, and of
judgment,' which comprises the internal work of grace wrought by him, he con-
siders this as the consequence of his leaving the world, after he had finished the
work of redemption by his death, and so purchased this privilege for them.^

VI. That Christ did not die for all mankind, appears from his not interceding
for them. He says, ' I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given
me, for they are thine,' and not for his disciples alone, 'but for them also which
should believe on him through their word.' "= This farther appears from a believer's

freedom from condemnation being founded on Christ's intercession, as well as his

death and resurrection ;
'^ and from Christ being styled at the same time, ' an Ad-

vocate with the Father,' and a ' propitiation for our sins.'*^ Our position may be
farther argued, from the nature of Christ's intercession, which, as will be con-
sidered in its proper place, *^ consists in his presenting himself, in the merit of his

death, on behalf of those for whom he suffered ; as also from his being always
heard in that which he pleads for.s This argues that they shall be saved, other-
wise it could not be supposed that he intercedes for their salvation. But this he
cannot be said to do for all mankind, as appears by the event, in that all shall not
be saved.

It is objected, that Christ prayed for his enemies ; that his doing so was fore-

told concerning him by the prophet, who says, ' He made intercession for the
transgressors ;'^ and that this prophecy was accomplished at his crucifixion, when
he said, ' Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.' Now, say the
objectors, that which Christ here prayed for was forgiveness, which is a privilege

connected with salvation ; and he prayed for this in behalf of the multitude that
crucified him. But, they add, it cannot reasonably be supposed that all these

were saved ; so that if Christ's death and intercession respect the same persons,

and necessarily infer their salvation, it would follow that this rude and inhuman
multitude were all saved, which they who deny universal redemption do not suppose.

—

In answer to this objection, some suppose that there is foundation for a distinction

between those supplications which Christ, in his human nature, put up to God, as

being bound by the moral law, in common with all mankind, to pray for his ene-

mies, and his mediatorial prayer or intercession. In the former of these respects,

he made prayer for his enemies ; and his prayer for them, though it argued the
greatness of his affection for them, yet did not necessarily infer their salvation. In
this manner, Stephen, when dying, is represented as praying for those who stoned
him, when he said, ' Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.''^ In this manner, also,

our Saviour prays for himself in the garden, ' O my Father, if it be possible, let

this cup pass from me;'^ whereby he signifies the formidableness of the death he
was to undergo, and that his human nature could not but dread such a degree of

suffering. This description of prayer they suppose to be different from his media-
torial intercession for his people ; in which he represents the merit of his death,

as what would effectually procure the blessings which it purchased. In this latter

sense, he could not be said to pray for any of those who crucified him, who are ex-

cluded from salvation. But, as this reply to the objection has some difficulties at-

tending it which render it less satisfactory, especially as it supposes that he was
not heard in that which he prayed for, when he desired that God would ' forgive

them,' I would choose to take another method in answering it, namely, that when

T Phil. i. 29. a Acts v. 31. b John xvi. 7, 8. c John xvii. 9, 20.
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Christ prays that God wouhl ' forgive tliem,' he means that God would not imme-

diately pour forth the vials of his wrath on that wicked generation as their crime

deserved, but that they might still continue to be a people favoured with the means

of grace. This he prays for, and he was answered. His intercession for them,

though it had not an immediate respect to the salvation of all of them, had, notwith-

standing, a subserviency to the gatliering in of his elect amongst them, whose sal-

vation was principally intended by this intercession, as it was for them that he shed

his blood. Accordingly, I jtpprghend that his desire that God would ' forgive

them,' implies the same thing as Moses' request in behalf of Israel did, when he

said, ' Pardon, I beseech tliee, the iniquity of this people, as thou hast forgiven

this people from Egypt, until now.''" Here ' to pardon ' means nothing else but

God's not punishing them as their sin deserved, in an immediate and exemplary

way and manner.
YII. The doctrine of universal redemption has some absurd consequences attend-

ing it, not consistent with the divine perfections.

1. It would give occasion for Christ to be called the Saviour of those who shall

not be eventually saved by him,—the Redeemer of many who are held in chains by

the justice of God, and who receive no saving benefit by his redemption. It would

give occasion also for Christ being said to express the highest instance of love, in

dying for those who shall for ever be the objects of his hatred. But this implies

a contradiction. What is it but to say, that he delivers those from the wrath to

come," who are and shall be for ever children of wrath? Hence, we must either

assert universal salvation, or deny universal redemption.

2. It also follows from the doctrine of universal redemption, that Christ satisfied

the justice of God for all the sins of all men. To lay down a price of redemption

is to discharge the whole debt, otherwise it would be to no purpose. Now, if he

satisfied for all the sins of every man, he did this that no sin should be their ruin

;

and consequently he died to take away the guilt of final impenitency in those who
shall perish. They have hence, by virtue of his death, a right to salvation, which

they shall not obtain. It follows then, that, since he did not die for all the sins of

all men, he did not, by his death, redeem all men.

3. If Christ died for all men, he intended hereby their salvation, or that they

should live. But it is certain he did not intend the salvation of all men ; for then

his design must be frustrated, with respect to a part of those for whom he died ;

and to say this, is a reflection on his wisdom, as not adapting the means to the end.

Moreover, the doctrine that he died for all men supposes that his attaining the end

he designed by his death, depends on the will of man ; and, consequently, it sub-

jects him to disappointment, and renders God's eternal purpose dependent on man's

conduct,

4. Since God designed, by the death of Christ, to bring to himself a revenue of

glory, in proportion to the infinite value of it, and Christ our great Mediator, was,

as the prophet says, to have 'a portion with the great,' and to 'divide the spoil

with the strong,' as the consequence of his 'pouring out his soul unto death ;

'** it

follows, that if all are not saved for whom Christ died, the Father and the Son

would lose that glory which they designed to attain by the Redeemer's death, as

the work would be left incomplete,—and also that a great part of mankind cannot

take occasion, from Christ's redeeming them, to adore and magnify that grace

which is displayed in his doing so, since it is not eventually conducive to their

salvation.

Examination of Arguments for Universal Bedemption.

Having endeavoured to prove the doctrine of particular redemption, we shall now

consider the arguments generally brought by those who defend the contrary scheme.

They suppose that God designed, as the consequence of Christ's death, to save all

mankind, on condition of their repenting and believing ; and that this is according

to the tenor of the gospel covenant, which is substituted in the room of that which

m Numb. xiv. 19. it I Thess, i, 10. o 1* u V-\. T3.
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•was violated bj man's apostacy from God, and by -wbicb sincere obedience comes

in the room ot that perfect obedience which was the condition of the first covenant.

This thej call man's being brought into a salvable state by Christ's death ; so that,

according to them, Christ rendered salvation possible, while faith, repentance, and
sincere obedience, render it certain. So far as concerns the design of God in send-

ing Christ to redeem the world, they suppose that God determined to put man in-

to such a state that all may be saved if they will. As to the event, namely, man's

complying with the condition, they who defend universal i-edemption are divided

in their sentiments. Some suppose that Christ purchased faith and repentance for

a certain number of mankind, namely, those who shall repent and believe, and

that, in consequence, he will work those graces in them, while others who had not

these graces purchased for them shall perish, though Christ has redeemed them.

These suppose that redemption is both universal and particular, in different respects ;

universal, in that all who sit under the sound of the gospel have a conditional

grant of grace contained in it, whereby they are put into a salvable state, or possi-

bility of attaining salvation ; and particular, with respect to those who shall repent

and believe, and so attain salvation. In this sense they apply that scripture in

which God is said to be 'the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.'?

This some call a middle way, between the Pelagian and Calvinistic methods of

reasoning about this subject. It appears, however, to be inconsistent with itself;

inasmuch as they who adopt it are forced sometimes to decline what they have

been contending for on one side, when pressed with some arguments brought in de-

fence of the other. We shall therefore pass it over, and consider the self-consistent

scheme in which universal redemption is maintained.

The sum of all their statements, who defend the doctrine of universal redemp-

tion in the Pelagian way, is this, that Christ died, not to purchase salvation abso-

lutely for any, but to make way for God's entering into a new or gospel covenant with

men, in which .salvation is promised on condition of faith, repentance, and sincere

obedience, which they suppose to be in the power of those who have the gospel.

That the heathen may not be excluded, they say that though it cannot be styled

a gospel covenant to them, there are abatements made as to what concerns iaith

founded on divine relation, and that the only condition which entitles them to sal-

vation is their yielding sincere obedience to the law of nature, in proportion

to their light. They add, that this gospel covenant must be conditional, otherwise

it could not be called ' a covenant,' as wanting an essential ingredient contained in

every covenant ; and that the conditions of it must be in our own power, otherwise

the overture of salvation, depending on the performance of them, would be illusory

;

and it could not be called a covenant of grace, inasmuch as there can be no grace,

or favour, in promising a blessing upon impossible conditions ; nor could it be styled

a better covenant than that which God entered into with cur first parents, in

which the conditions were in their own power ; nor could it be an expedient to re-

pair the ruins of the fall, or bring man, in any sense, into a salvable state.

Hence, say they, the doctrine of particular redemption is not only followed by
many absurd consequences which detract from the glory of the gospel, but is con-

trary to the holiness, wisdom, justice, and goodness of God, and so derogates as

much from the divine perfections as any thing which is argued in defence of uni-

versal redemption can be pretended to do. To sum up the argument, there is an

appeal to scripture, as giving countenance, in a multitude of in.stances, to the

doctrine of universal redemption. This is the substance of all that is said in de-

fence of that doctrine. We shall now, in opposition to it, take leave to make some
observations.

It is taken for granted, but not sufficiently proved, that Christ died to purchase

the covenant of grace. But if, as was formerly observed,*! the difference between

the covenant of redemption and the covenant of grace be only circumstantial, the

death of Christ is included among the conditions of this covenant ; and if so, the

covenant itself could not be the purchase of his death. But if, by Christ's pur-

p 1 Tim. iv. 10. q See Sect. 'Distinction between the Covenant of Redemption and the

Covenant of Grace,' under Quest, xxxi.
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chasing the covenant of grace, they mean only his purchasing the graces given in

the covenant, we arc far from denying it, though they generally do. What we are

principally to oppose, therefore, is their sense of the conditionality of the covenant

of grace, and of its being essential to a covenant to be conditional, namely, to de-

pend on uncertain conditions, in our power to perform, it being, as they suppose,

left to the freedom of our own will to comply with or reject them, and thereby to

establish or disannul the covenant. But we have elsewhere proved that the word
' covenant' is often used in scripture, without the idea of a condition annexed to

it,' and have considered also in what respects those ideas contained in a conditional

covenant between man and man, are to be excluded when we speak of a covenant

between God and man.* We have likewise endeavoured, in maintaining tha doc-

trine of election, to defend the absoluteness of God's M-ill, and have showed in what

sense we are to understand those scriptures which are laid down in a conditional

form.^ Now, as these matters may, with a little variation, be applied to our pre-

sent argument, we shall, to avoid repetition, say nothing farther in answer to the

part of the argument we are now considering, but only that it implies God to be,

in many respects, like ourselves, and supposes that it is in our power to frustrate

the design of the death of Christ, and render that which was the highest display of

divine grace ineftectual, and so prevent his having that glory which he designed to

bring to his own name thereby.

It is further argued, that as the covenant of grace is a better covenant than that

which God made with man in innocency, so the conditions of it must be in our own

power, otherwise God, by insisting on the performance of what is impossible, sub-

verts the design of the gospel, and the covenant ceases to be a covenant of grace.

But though we freely own that the covenant of grace is, in many respects, better

than that which God entered into with man in innocency, and that it would not be

so were it impossible for those who are concerned in it to attain the blessings pro-

mised to the heirs of salvation ; yet we cannot allow that it must necessarily be

conditional, in the sense in which some understand the word, much less that either

the conditions of it are in our own power, or the design of the gospel must be

subverted. The fact that God requires faith and all other graces in the covenant

dispensation, and that ho has connected them with salvation, does not overthrow

the grace of the covenant, but rather establi.shes it ; for, by the faithfulness of God,

and the intercession of Christ, grace and salvation are not only purchased for, but

promised and secured to all who are redeemed, and shall certainly be applied to

them. The circumstance, too, that the graces of the Spirit are not in our own
power, is so far from overthrowing the design of the gospel, that it tends to advance

the glory of it ; as God hereby takes occasion to set forth the exceeding riches of

his grace, in making his people meet for glory, and bringing them at last to possess

it. Moreover, though it is not possible for all to attain salvation, this fact should

be no discouragement to any one to attend on those means of grace under which

we arc to hope for the saving effects of Christ's death, whereby we may conclude

that eternal life is purchased for us, and we shall at last be brought to it.

It is further alleged, that the covenant of grace was designed to repair the ruins

of the fall, or that (iod intended by it to bring man into a salvable state. But we

are never told, in scripture, that what was lost by our apostacy from God, is to be

compensated by the extent of grace and salvation to all mankind ; and the design

of the gospel is not to discover this to the world, but that the exceeding riches of

divine grace should be 'made known on the vessels of mercy, before prepared unto

glory.' " This is, as some express it, the plank which remains after the shipwreck,'

or the great foundation of our hope and possibility of escaping everlasting destruc-

tion ; and it is a much better ground of security, than to lay the whole stress of

our salvation on the best improvements of corrupt nature, or those endeavours

which we are to use to improve the liberty of our will in order to our escaping ruin,

without dependence on the divine assistance, whicli is tlie method that they take

to attain salvation, who thus defend the doctrine of universal redemption. As for

r See Sect. 'The meaning of tbe word Covenant,' under Quest, xxxi. s See Quest, xxxiu
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our being brouglit into a salvable state by the death of Christ, the gospel nowhere

gives all mankind ground to expect salvation, but only those who have the marks

and characters of Christ's redeemed ones. Nor are these brought by his death to

a mere possibility of attaining it ; but the scripture represents them as having ' the

earnest' or ' first fruits' of it, and speaks of ' Christ in them' as ' the hope of glory.' ^

They are said also to be ' reconciled to God by the death of his Son,' ^ which is

more than their having a mere possibility of salvation, as the result and consequence

of Christ's death.

We are next to consider the allegation that the doctrine of particular redemp-

tion is derogatory to the divine perfections, and that many absurd consequences

attend it. It is very common, in all methods of reasoning, and particularly in de-

fending or opposing the doctrine of universal redemption, for persons to endeavour

to make it appear, that the scheme of doctrine which they oppose is chargeable

with absurdities ; and, as we have taken the same method in opposing universal

redemption, it may reasonably be expected that the doctrine of particular redemp-

tion should have many absurd consequences charged upon it. To this charge we
shall endeavour to reply, that it may be discerned whether the charge be just

or not.

The doctrine of particular redemption is supposed then, to be inconsistent with

the goodness of God, as it renders salvation impossible to the greater part of man-
kind, and their state irretrievable by any means which can be used, and so has a

tendency to lead them to despair. Now, it must be owned that they for whom
Christ did not die cannot be saved, and that, had God described any persons by
name, or given some visible character by which it might be certainly concluded

that they were not redeemed, it would follow that their state would be desperate.

But this is not his usual method of dealing with mankind. He might, indeed, have

done it ; and then such would have been thereby excluded from the means of

grace, and not encouraged to attend them. But he has, in wisdom and sovereignty,

concealed from the world the event of things, with respect to the individuals who
were redeemed. There is hence a vast difference between men's concluding that a
part of the world are excluded from redemption, and that they themselves are in-

cluded in that number. We have no warrant to say the latter concerning either

ourselves or any others, especially so long as we are under the means of grace.

There is, indeed, one character of persons in the gospel which gives ground to con-

clude that Christ did not die for them ; and that is what respects those who had
committed the unpardonable sin. I shall not, at present, enter into the dispute

whether that sin can now be committed or not, since we may have occasion to insist

on the subject under another Head. But there seems to be sufficient ground to

determine, either that this cannot be certainly known, since the extraordinary gift

of discerning of spirits is now ceased ; or, at least, that it cannot be applied to any
who attend on the means of grace with a desire of receiving spiritual advantage
thereby. Again, if Christ's not dying for the whole world be a means to lead men
to despair, as salvation is hereby rendered impossible, this consequence may, with
equal evidence, be deduced from the supposition that all mankind shall not be saved,

which they who defend universal redemption pretend not to deny. But will any
one say, that this supposition leads men to despair ? Or ought it to be reckoned
a reflection on the divine goodness, that so many are left to perish in their fallen

state by the judicial hand of God, which might have applied salvation to all, as

well as purchased it for all mankind ?

The doctrine of particular redemption is farther supposed to be inconsistent

with tlie preaching of the gospel, which is generally styled a door of hope. The
doctrine, it is said, is such that the dispensation that we are under cannot be called

a day of grace ; and it renders all the overtures of salvation made to sinners illu-

sory, and contains a reflection, not only on the grace of God, but on his holiness.

In order to our replying to this, something must be premised to explain what we
mean by a day of grace, and the hope of the gospel which accompanies it. Now,
by calling the state of things under which we live ' a day of grace,' we do not

y Eph. i. 14. Rom. viii. 23. z Rom. v. 10.
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mean a dispensation in which all men might repent and believe, and so obtain sal-

vation by their own power, without the .special influences ot the Holy Gho^^t, lor

this would bo to ascribe that to man which is peculiar to (Jod ; nor do we mean tliat

God will give special grace to all who sit under the sound of the gospel, lor this is

contrary to connnon observation and experience, since many make a proiession of
religion who are destitute of saving grace. As for tlie hope of the gospel, or that

door of hope Mhich is oj)ened in it to sinners, we cannot understand any thing else

by it, but that all without distinction are commanded and encouraged to wait on
God in his instituted means of grace, while the event must be left to him who
gives or withholds success to them as he pleases. All have this encouragement,
that, peradventure, they may obtain grace, under the means of grace ; nor is tlie

encouragement inconsistent with these means being styled a door of hope. God is

not obliged to grant sinners a greater degree of hope than this, to encourage
them to wait on him in his ordinances ; though, indeed, there is a farther motive
to induce us, namely, that this is the ordinary way in which he works grace. Or,
if God is pleased to give us desires after the efficacy of his grace, or any degree
of conviction of sin and misery, this is still a farther ground of hope, though it

falls short of that grace of hope which accompanies salvation.—As to the preach-
ing of the gospel, and its overtures of salvation to all, being, on the supposition

of Christ's not dying for all men, alleged to be illusory, and repugnant to the

holiness of God, we do not deny that, in preaching the gospel, Christ is ofl'ered to

the chief of sinners, or that the proclamation of grace is made public to all, with-

out distinction. This, however, will not overthrow the doctrine of particular re-

demption, if we rightly consider what is done in ottering Christ to sinners. Let it

be observed, then, that God has given us no warrant to enter into his secret deter-

minations respecting the event of things, or to give any persons ground to conclude
that they are redeemed, and have a warrant to apply to themselves the promise of

salvation, or any blessings which accompany it, while in an unconverted state.

Ministers are not to address their discourses to a mixed multitude of professing

Christians, in such a way as if they knew that they were all eliectually called and
chosen of God. Our Saviour compares them to 'the Jaithful and wise steward,'

whose business it is ' to give to all their portion of moat in due season.'** Thej
are, therefore, consistently with what is contained in scripture, to tell their hearei'S

that salvation is purchased for a part of mankind, that they know not but thej
may be of the number, and that therefore they must be importunate with God for

that grace which will be an evidence to them that they are so. Again, Christ's

being ottered to sinners, in the preaching of the gospel, is his being set forth therein

as a most desirable object, altogether lovely, wortliy to be embraced and submitted
to ; and not only so, but that he will certainly save all whom he ettectually calls,

inasmuch as he has purchased salvation for them. Further, the preaching of the
gospel includes an informing of sinners, that it is their indispensable duty and in-

terest to believe in Christ, and that, as a means to this, they are commanded and
encouraged to wait on him for that grace which can enable them to believe. Also
as a farther encouragement, the gospel lets them know that there is a certain con-

nection between grace and salvation ; so that none who are enabled by iaith to

come to Christ, shall be cast out and rejected by him. This is the preaching and
the hope of the gospel ; and in this sense, the overtures of salvation are made.
But this is not in the least inconsistent with the doctrine of particular redemption,''

It is objected, however, that though this be such a method of preaching the gospel

as is consistent with the doctrine of special redemption ; yet there is another way
of preaching it which is more agreeable to the express words of scrij)ture, and
founded on the doctrine of universal redemption. Sinners, say the objectors, ought
to be told, that the great God, in the most attectiojmte manner, expostulates with
them, to persuade them to accept of life and salvation, when he represents himself as
' having no pleasure in the death of the wicked, ' and flith an earnestness of expression,

a Luke xii. 42.

li See this insisted on, and further explained, in answer to an objection, to the same purpose
against the doctrine of paitiiuiar election, under Quest, xii, xiii.

I. 3 i
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says, ' Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, house of

Israel ?''= The design of the gospel, they add, is to let the world know that God's
dealings with mankind, in general, are full of goodness ; he would not have any perish,

and therefore has sent his Son to redeem them all, and m consequence, pleads

with them to turn to him, that they may reap the benefits purchased. But what-
ever be the sense of the expostulatory expressions which we frequently meet with
in scripture, we must not suppose that they imply, that the saving grace of repent-

ance is in our own power ; for that is contrary, not only to the sense of many other

scriptures, but to the experience of every true penitent, whose language is like that

of Ephraim, ' Turn thou me, and I shall be turned.'*^ Nor must we conclude, that

God designs to save those who shall not be saved ; for then he could not say, ' My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.'^ If these ideas, as unworthy
of God, be abstracted from the sense of such scriptures, we may understand them
in a way which is consistent, not only with the divine perfections, but with

the doctrine of particular redemption. That this may appear, let it be considered

that while it is a very common thing in scripture for God to condescend to use human
modes of speaking, and those, in particular, by which various passions are set forth,

we must not conclude that these passions are in God, as they are in men. Such
expostulations, when used by us, signify that we earnestly desire the good of others,

and are often warning them of their danger ; but that all is to no purpose, they
being obstinately set on their own ruin, which we can by no means prevent ; it

being either out of our power to help them, or our rendering them help being in-

consistent with our honour. This draws forth such expostulations from men. But
the weakness implied in them, is by no means to be applied to God. It cannot be
said to be out of his power to give grace to impenitent sinners ; nor, in case he
has so determined, will it tend to his dishonour to bestow it. But that we may
understand the sense of these scriptures, we shall offer some particular observations.

' Life' and 'death,' in scripture, are often used to signify the external dispensa-

tions of providence, as to what concerns the good or evil which God would bring
on his people. Thus it is said, ' See I have set before thee this day life and
good, and death and evil.'^ Here ' life ' is explained, in the following words, as signi-

fying their being ' multiplied and blessed in the land, whither they were to go to

possess it.' When God advises them, in a following verse, 'to choose life,' the

consequence is, that ' both they and their seed should live, that they might dwell

in the land which the Lord sware to their fathers to give them.' Elsewhere, when
God says, by the prophet Jeremiah, * I set before you the way of life, and the

way of death, '8 he immediately explains the language as proclaiming an expedient
for their escaping temporal judgments. ' He that abideth in the city shall die by
the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence ; but he that goeth out, and
falleth to the Chaldeans, shall live.' I cannot but see reason to conclude, that
many other expressions of a similar nature, in which God promises life, or threatens
death to the house of Israel, by the prophets, who often warned them of their being
carried into captivity, and dying in their enemies' land, have a more immediate re-

spect to their temporal prosperity or adversity. That proverbial expression which
the Israelites are represented as making use of, ' The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge,''^ seems to intimate no more than
this :

' Our fathers have sinned, and thereby deserved that the nation should be
ruined by being carried captive, and we must suffer for their sins.' In answer,
God tells them that the proverb should not be used by them, but that the evil

should be brought on them for their own iniquities, or prevented by their reforma-
tion, namely, by forsaking their idolatry, whoredom, violence, oppression, and other
abominations. He then adds, The soul that sinneth, it shall die ;* that is, " If you
continue to commit those vile enormities, you shall be followed with all those judg-
ments wliich shall tend to your utter ruin ; but ' if the wicked will turn from all

his sins that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die.'"^ If

this be the sense of these and similar texts, then it was not wholly out of their

c Ezek. xxxiii. 11. A Jer. xxxi. 18. e Isa, xlvi. 10. f Deut. xxx. 15, 19, 20.

g Jer. xxi. 8. h Ezek. xviii. 2. i Ezek. xviii. 12, l.'i, 17, IS. k Ezt-k. xviii. 21.
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own power thus to turn to God, how much soever that special grace whicli accom-

panies salvation be out of our power. It is one thing to say that man cannot work

a principle of grace in liimself, or do that by his own power which is the special gilt

and work of the Spirit of God, and, as the consequence thereof, have ground to

expect eternal salvation ; and another thing to say that he cannot abstain from

some gross enormities, as an expedient to prevent desolating judgments. It may,

however, not be allowed that this is the sense of all those scriptures which promise

.or threaten 4ife' or 'death ;' and I do not pretend peremptorily to assert that it is.

Let me add, therefore, tliat if, in the scriptures referred to, spiritual and eternal

blessings be included in the word ' life,' and the contrary in the word ' death,' we

may account for the sense of them without supposing that God desigua what shall

never come to pass, namely, the universal salvation of mankind, though a part of

them shall not be .saved. We may do this by considering desire in God as signi-

fying the eflects of desire in men."* Thus, his not desiring a thing, denotes it not

to be the object of desire. Accordingly, his not desiring the death of sinners, im-

plies that they ought to endeavour to avoid it as the most Ibrmidable evil. On
the otlier hand, his taking pleasure in a thing, as he does in the salvation of his

people, signifies not only his intending to save them, but the inexpressible happiness

which they shall attain by their salvation. Moreover, his exhorting them, as an

expedient to attain this privilege, 'to turn,' signifies the inseparable connection

between salvation and repentance, or that turning to God, though it is God's gift,

is, notwithstanding, our act and our indispensable duty. If, then, the scriptures

in question be understood in either of the two senses we have mentioned, they are

far from giving countenance to the doctrine of unirersal redemption.

There is another absurd consequence charged upon the doctrine of special re-

demption, namely, that it is inconsistent with our being exhorted and encouraged

to repent and believe ' for the remission of sius,' or ' to the saving of the soul,' as

scripture gives all men a w^arrant to do."^ Since all are commanded to exercise

these graces, and to expect salvation as connected therewith, the doctrine of parti-

cular redemption, as a late writer insinuates, puts us under a necessity of believmg

a lie. He adds, that if the condition annexed to the promise of salvation be impos-

sible, and known to be so, it give^ no encouragement to set about it ; and that if he

who promises knows it to be so, he promises nothing, because his promise respects

that which a person cannot obtain, or be the better for, whereby he is deluded, and

a cheat put upon him, by pretending kindness in making the promise, and intending

no such thing." Thus tluat author represents the doctrine of particular redemption

as containing the mo.'t blasphemous consequences which words can express. He
must, therefore, havo been very sure that his argument was unanswerably just

;

though, I hope, we shall be able to make it appear that it is far from being so.

That we may do this, let it be considered that we are to distinguish between a

person's being bound to believe in Christ, and to believe that Christ died for him.

The first act of faith does not contain a person's being persuaded that Christ died

for him, but that he is the object of faith, as he is represented to be in scripture.

Accordingly, it supposes that we are convinced that Christ is the Messiah, that he

purchased salvation for all who shall attain it, and is able to save to the utmost all

that come unto God by him, and also that it is our duty and interest to come to

liim. Moreover, as saving faith is not in our own power, but the work and gift of

divine grace, we are encouraged to wait on God in his ordinances, and with fervent

praver to beseech him that he would work this grace in us ; acknowledging that, if

he should deny us this blessing, there is no unrighteousness in liim. We are also

to continue waiting on him, and using all those means whicli are in our power,

though tliey cannot attain their end without his blessing. And when he is pleased

to work this grace in us, we shall be enabled to put forth another act of faith, which

is properly saving, and is intended by that s(rij>ture which speaks of ' believing to

the saving of the soul.' This consists in receiving him, and resting on him for

salvation, hoping that he has died for us, inasmuch as he has given us that temper

1 Passiones (ril)uiiiitur Deo quoad effL-ctiim. m Acts ii. 38; Heb. x. 39.

n See Whitby's Discourse, pages 145, 14G.
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and disposition of soul which is included in the character given of those for whom
Christ died. Again, we must farther distinguish between God's commanding all

who sit. under the sound of the gospel to believe in Clirist, and his giving them
ground to expect salvation before they believe in him. Faith and repentance may
be asserted to be duties incumbent on all, and demanded of them ; while, at the

same time, it does not follow that all are given to expect salvation upon the mere

declaration that they are so. Accordingly, the command and encouragement are

to be considered in this order,—first, as they respect our obligation to believe, and

then, as they respect our hope of salvation. Now, neither the former nor the latter

of these does in the least infer that God intended to save all mankind, or give those

ground to expect salvation who do not beheve in Christ. Further, as to what is

suggested concerning salvation being promised on such conditions as are known
DOth by God and man to be impossible, the only answer which need be given is,

that though 'with men this is impossible, yet with God all things are possible.'"

In the sense of faith and repentance evincing our right to claim an interest in

Christ and that salvation which is purchased by him, we do not, as was formerly

observed, oppose their being called conditions of salvation, by those who are tena-

cious of that mode of speaking ;P nor do we call them impossible conditions, any

otherwise than as they are so without the powerful energy of the Holy Spirit.

Now, we cannot think that our asserting that it is impossible that all mankind
should thus repent and believe, is a doctrine contrary to scripture ; for scripture

gives us ground to conclude that all men shall not be saved, and consequently that

all shall not ' believe to the saving of the soul.' But when we consider the impos-

sibility of all men repenting and believing, we do not make that supposition of God
having given all mankind ground to expect saving faith, upon which the blasphe-

mous suggestion relating to his deluding men is founded. It is enough for us to say,

that God has not told any one who attends on his ordinances in hope of obtaining

this grace, that he will not give him faith. More than this needs not be desired

by persons to induce them to perform this duty, while praying and waiting for the

happy event, namely, our obtaining saving graces, and so being enabled to conclude

that Christ has died for us.

If all the absurdities already mentioned will not overthrow the doctrine of par-

ticular redemption, there is another argument which they who oppose it conclude

to be unanswerable, namely, that it does not conduce ^o much to advance the grace

of God, as to assert that Christ died for all men, inasiuuch as more are included

herein as the objects of divine favour, so that God is more glorified. But it does

not tend to advance the divine perfections, to suppose that God designed to save

any who shall perish ; for that, as was formerly considered, would be to argue that

the purpose of God, with respect to the salvation of many, is frustrated. Besides,

the display of the glory of divine grace on which the stress of the argument is laid,

does not so much consist in the extent of favour with respect to a greater number
of persons, as it does in its being free and undeserved, and in its tending, for this

reason, to lay the highest obligation on those who are concerned in it. This is the

most known sense of the word ' grace.' But as it will be objected, that this is only

a criticism respecting the sense of a word, we remark, farther, that if the grace or

goodness of God be more magnified by universal than by particular redemption, as

including more who are the objects of redemption, the same reasoning would hold

good, were it attempted to be proved that there must be an universal salvation of

mankind. On the principle assumed, tliis would be a greater display of divine

goodness, than for God to save only a few; and it would be yet more eminently

displayed, had he saved not only all mankind, but fallen angels. Shall the good-

ness of God be pretended to be reflected on, because he does not extend it to aU
who might have been its objects had he pleased? Has he not a right to do what he

wiU with his own? And may not his favour be communicated in a discriminating

way, whereby it will be more advanced and adored, by those who are the objects

of it, without our taking occasion to reply against him, or say 'what dost thou?'

We may add, that they who make use of this reasoning, ought to consider that it

o Matt. xix. 26. p See Quest, xxxii.
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does not militate more against our doctrine than against that which they nj'-^"' ''^'".

namely, that God hath j.ut all mankind into a salvable state, or that Chn.t. by

his dei h. procured a possibility of salvation for all. According to their argnment

this is no; so great a display of' the divine goodness, as if God had actually saved

all mankind, which he might have done ; lor he might have given repentance and

remission of sms to all, as%vell as sent his Son to die for all. On the principle of

this argument, therefore, universal redemption cannot be defended, without assertmg

universal salvation.
, j i a. v i- j.« ;i ^«

llavin- thus examined those absurdities which are pretended to bo fastened on

the doctrine of particular redemption, we proceed to consider the last and prnuipal

argument which is usually brought against it. This is that the doctrine is con-

trary to the express words of scripture. Some speak with as much assurance as if

there wore not one word in scripture, intimating that our Lord died only for a ew

or onlv for the elect.i Others, however, own that there are some ^-cnptures which

assert'particular redemption ; but assert that these are but few, and tha he doc-

trine of universal redemption must be acquiesced m. as being maintained by a iar

Ireater number of scriptures. But, it is not the number of scriptures, brought in

defence of their side of the question, which will give any great advantage to the

cau'e they maintain, unless it could be made appear that they are understood in

thetru and genuine sense in which the Holy Ghost intended them. ^^ e
shaU

therefore, inquire into the sense of them, and endeavour to prove hat it does not

overthrow the doctrine we have been maintaining, how much soever the mode of ex-

pres on may seem to oppose it. In order to this, we sha 1 first consider m what sense

^ air '

all men ' ' the world,' ' all the worlJ,' and simUar words, are understood in

scripture, as well as in common modes of speaking, in those matters which do not

immediately relate to the subject of universal redemption ; and then we may^

out much difficulty, apply such limitations as we shall find to the same phiases a.

?hey occurl^rthose scr^ptL which are brought for the proof of universal redemp-

t on Here we are to inquire into the meaning of those words which seem to de-

note the universality of the subject spoken of, in various mstances which have no

immpdiate reference to the doctrine of redemption.
. ,.

i i-

As the word '
all,' it is certain that it is often used when every individual is not

inttndcVby Tt Thus we read that ' all the cattle of Egypt died,'' when the plague

of murraii/was inflicted on the beasts ; though, in the following words, it is said a

none of the cattle of tlie children ot Israel <^^^^\^--^^^;^?^'^ '^^^^^^^
none of the Egyptians' cattle died save those ' m the held. » It is plan that thue

w^a^r at number of cattle which died not, which were reserved to be cut oh by

a foUow it plague, namely, that of hail.^ Moreover, it is said that the 'hail smote

eve y h b of the field, and brake every tree of the field j"^ yet we read ot the

Lcusts' eating the residue of that which escaped, which remained unto them from

the hail -Again, we read that ' all the people brake off the golden ear-rings

w lie were in fheir ears,'^ of which Aaron made the calf which they wor.^hipped ;

U ouihTt is not probable that all wore ear-rings ; and it is certain that al did no

in with those ^sdio committed the idolatry. The apostle mtimates as much when

peaks of ' some of them as being idolaters, who sat down to eat and drink and

res C toIv '^ Some conclude alto, that those of the tribe of Levi, who 'gathered

c nselve unto Moses.' and joined with him in executing the vengeance ot God

on the ido aters, are said to be ' on the Lord's side.' not merely because thev re-

« nted ofXr dolatry. but because thev did not join with the rest in it. t this

Te the sense of the text yet it does not appear that they were all exempted trom

the Inite of dolatry. lough it is said that ' all the sons of Levi were gathered

ohiin'C we read, every man's slaying his brotlier and his companion ;
and it is

aid on this ^ casion. that they did not know their fathers, nor their children ^

hat'i° t ey did not spare them; so that some of the tribe ot Levi, as well as the

other iribef. joined in the idolatry, though they were all gathered to Moses, as

q S,e Whitby's Discourse, ^c. p.ge 113. r ExoJ. ix^ 6. « Ver. 3. t Ver. 19.

u Vrr. 25. X Chap. x. o. y Exod. xxxii. o. z 1 Cor. x. /.

b Dtut. xxxili. 9.
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being on the Lord's side. Again, where the prophet speaks concerning ' God's
destroying Syria, and making Nineveh desolate,' we read that 'all the beasts of

the nations shall lodge in the upper lintels of it.''' By this language he means that

those beasts which generally lodge in the wilderness, or in places remote from
cities, such as the cormorant and bittern, &c., should take up their residence in

those places which were formerly inhabited by the Ninevites ; so that ' all the

beasts ' cannot be supposed to signify all that were in all parts of the world. Again,
the prophet Isaiah,when speaking of the multitude who should ' come to the moun-
tain of the Lord's house,' which he expresses by ' all nations coming unto it,' ex-

plains ' all nations coming to it,' to mean, that ' many people should say. Let us

go up to the mountain of the Lord.'<^ The prophet Micah, also, referring to

the same thing, says, ' Many nations shall say. Let us go up to it ;' ® as uttering

a prediction of what was to be fulfilled in the gospel-day, in those who, out of various

nations, adhered to the true religion. Again, it is said, that ' the fame of David
went out into all lands ;'^ which cannot be meant of those lands which were far

remote, but of those that were round about Judea. Moreover, it is said, that
' Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, went out to

John, and were baptized of him ;' s which cannot be understood in any other sense,

but that a great number of them went out to him for that purpose. When, again,

it is said, that ' all the people held John as a prophet, '** it is not to be supposed that

the Scribes and Pharisees, and many others who cast contempt on him, held him to

be so, but that there were a great many who so esteemed him. Likewise, when our

Saviour says, ' Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake,' ' it is certain that

those who embraced Christianity are to be excluded from the number of those who
hated them. Again, when it is said, that ' there were dwelling at Jerusalem,

Jews out of every nation under heaven,''' it is not to be supposed that there were
Jews residing in every nation, who resorted to Jerusalem. Referring to this text, a
learned writer^ puts this question. Were there any who resorted thither from
England or Scotland? Again, we read, that John's- disciples came to him; com-
plaining that Jesus baptized, ' and aU men came to him ;' ™ by which nothing more
is to be understood than that many among the Jews attended on his ministry, and
were by far the smaller part of that nation. From these and many other scrip-

tures which might be brought to the same purpose, it appears that the word 'all,'

sometimes denotes not every individual, but a part of mankind.
Let us now consider the sense in which we are to understand ' the world,' or 'all

the world.' It will appear, that only a small part of the world is, in many scrip-

tures, meant by these phrases. Thus the Pharisees said, on occasion of a immber
of the Jews following our Saviour, ' The world is gone after him.' " How small a
part of the world was the Jewish nation ! and how small apart of the Jewish nation

attended on our Saviour's ministry ! Yet this is called ' the world.' Again, it is said,

* There went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed :'**

by which nothing more is meant than those countries which were subjected to the

Roman empire. Further, it is said, ' These that have turned the world upside

down, are come hither also ;'p which cannot be meant to refer to any other parts

of the world than those in which the apostles had exercised their ministry. Again,

when the apostle tells the Romans that ' their faith was spoken of throughout the

whole world, '1 he means only those other churches that were planted in several

parts of the world. Moreover, it is said, that ' Agabus signified, by the Spirit, that

there should be great dearth througliout all the world ;''' by which nol^iing is meant
but all adjacent countries. In the same sense is the passage to be understood, ' All

countries came into Egypt to buy corn, because the famine was so sore in all lands,'*

that is, in the parts adjacent to Egypt. Thus we have sufficient ground to con-

clude, that ' all men,' ' the world,' and ' all the world,' are often taken for a small

part of mankind.

c Zeph. ii. 14. d Isa. ii. 3. e Mic. iv. 2, f 1 Chron. xiv. 17.

g Matt. iii. 5. 6. h Matt. xxi. 26. i Matt. x. 22. k Acts ii. 5.

1 Vi(i. Eiasm. in loc. in John iii. 26. n John xiii. 19. o Luke ii. 1.

p Acts xvii. 6. q Rom. i. 8. r Acts xi. 28. s Gen. xli. 67.
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That we may be a little more particular iu cou:?ideriug the various limitations

these words are subject to iu scripture, as well as in our conunon modes of speak-

iug, let it be observed, that sometimes nothing is intended by 'all men,' but all

sorts of men, without distinction of sex, nation, estate, quality, and condition of

men iu the world. Thus the apostle says, ' I made myself servant unto all, that I

might gain the more.'' This he immediately explains as including men of all ranks

and characters: 'To the Jews, I became a Jew; to them that were under the law,

as under the law ; to them that were without law, as without law ; to the weak, I

became weak ; I became all things to all men, that by any means I miglit gaiu

some.'— Again, sometimes the word 'all' or ' the world,' is taken for the Gentiles,

iu opposition to the Jews. Thus the apostle says, ' Now if the fall of them,' that

is, the Jews, 'be the riches of the world,' that is, of the Gentiles, as he explains

it iu the following words, ' and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles,

how much more tlicir fulness?'" He says also, ' God hath concluded all in unbe-

lief that he might have mercy upon all.'^—Furtlier, ' the world' is sometimes taken

for those who do not believe, in opposition to the church. Thus it is said, ' All

the world wondered after the beast, and they worshipped tlie dragon. '? This is ex-

plained by the context, where it is said that ' all that dwell upon the earth shall

worsliip him, whose names are not written in the book of life.'^ In another passage,

it is said, ' We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickeilness,''^

or, as some render it,*^ ' in tlie wicked one,' as being subject to Satan ; but the

church is exempted from that charge, notwithstanding the universality of the expres-

sion.—Again, sometimes the word ' all' is limited by the nature of the thing spoken of,

which is very easy to be understood, though not expressed. Thus the apostle ex-

horts ' servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in

all things ;

''^ which must certainly be understood as meaning all thmgs just, and
not contrary to the laws of God or the civil laws of the land in which they live.

—Further, the word 'all' is often used, not only in scripture, but in our common
modes of speaking, to signify those only who are the objects of that thing which is

said to be done for them ; and then the emphasis is laid on the action, or the per-

son who performs it. When we say, for example, that all malefactors under a sen-

tence of death are to be pardoned hy the king, we mean nothing else but that all

who are pardoned receive their pardon from him. Or when we say that virtue

renders all men happy, and vice miserable, we mean that all who are virtuous are

happy, and all who are vicious miserable ; not that virtue, abstracted from the ex-

ercise of it, makes any happy, or vice miserable. In this case, the word ' all' is

taken, not for every individual person, but for those only who are either good or

bad. Now this corresponds with the scripture-mode of speaking ; as when it is said,

' Drowsiness shall clothe a man,' or every man, 'with rags,'*^ or, sloth reduces all

to poverty,—not all mankind, but all who are addicted to this vice. Moreover, it

is said, ' The Lord uplioldeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed

down.'*^ This is not to be understood, as if God kept all mankind from falling, or

raised every individual person who is bowed down, so as not to suiter him to sink

under liis burden ; but it means that all who are upheld, or raised up, when bowed

down, are made partakers of this privilege by the Lord alone.

Having shown in what sense the words 'all' and 'all the world.' are frequently

used in scripture, wlien not applied to the doctrine of redemption, we shall now

consider the application of them to it, whereby it may appear, that those scriptures

which are generally brought in defence of the doctrine of universal redemption, do

not tend to support it, or to overthrow tlie contrary doctrine which we are main-

taining.

The first scripture which is often referred to for tliat purpose, is 1 John ii. 2, in

which it is said, concerning our Saviour, that 'he is the propitiation for our sins,

and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whoh* world.' For understanding

this, we must consider that it is more than i)robable that the apostle writes this

t I Cor. IX. 19. •" Rom. xi. 12. X Ver. 32. ZvnutXnt'i yaf i But rev; wenruf tit

<nrn5t/av, i»« Tous xx'.Tai iXirrn. y Rt-v. xiii. 3, -1. Z Vi r. 8. a 1 Joliii v ly.

b t» Tu 'To^v.o'j, c Tit. i . 9. (1 Frov. xxiii. 21. e Psal. cxlv. Ik
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epistle to the converted Jews, scattered tlirough various countries in Asia, as Peter
is said to do,*' and James.?' For this reason thej are called 'general epistles,' as

likewise this of John is ; inasmuch as they are not addressed to particular churches
among the Gentiles, converted to the faith, as most of the apostle Paul's are.

Kow, it is plain, that in the scripture just mentioned, when these believing Jews
are given to understand that Christ is ' a propitiation for their sins, and not for

theirs only, but for the sins of the whole world,' the meaning is, not for their sins

only who were Jews, but for the sins of the believing Gentiles, or those who were
converted by the ministry of the apostle Paul, who is called 'the apostle of the
Gentiles.' This has been already shown to be the meaning of the word 'world,'

in many scriptures. Hence, the sense is, that the saving effects of Christ's death
redound to all who believe, throughout the world, whether Jews or Gentiles.

Another scripture generally brought to prove universal redemption, is Heb. ii.

9, ' That he,' namely Christ, 'by the grace of God, should taste death for every
man.' For understanding this statement, we must have recourse to the words
immediately following, which are plainly an illustration of it. They for whom
Christ tasted death, are styled ' many sons^' who are to be 'brought to glory.' In
order to this, ' Christ, the Captain of their salvation, was made perfect through
sufferings.' This is said as an explanation of his being 'crowned with glory and
honour, for the suffering of death ;' and it plainly proves that it was for these only

that he tasted death, and that by 'every man' for whom he tasted it, is meant
every one of his sons, or of those who are described as ' sanctified,' ' whom he is not

ashamed to call brethren, '•> and who are farther styled, 'the children which God
had given him.'' As this sense of the words, then, is so agreeable to the context,

which asserts the doctrine of particular redemption, it cannot reasonably be sup-

posed that they are to be understood in a sense which has a tendency to overthrow

that doctrine, or to prove that Christ died equally and alike for all men.
Another scripture brought for the same purpose, is 1 Cor. xv. 22, ' As in Adam

all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.' But the apostle is not speaking

directly concerning redemption in this text, but concerning the resurrection of the

dead ; and, if it be understood of a glorious resurrection to eternal life, no one can
suppose that every individual of mankind shall be made partaker of this blessing.

This is obvious also, from what is said in the verse immediately following, where
they who are said to be 'made alive in Christ,' are described as persons in whom
he has a special propriety, ' Christ the first-fruits, afterward they that are Christ's

at his coming.' The meaning, therefore, is only this, that all of those who shall

be raised up in glory, shall obtain this privilege by Christ, whose resurrection was
the first-fruits of it. I am sensible that the reason of quoting this scripture to

prove universal redemption, is principally the opposition which there seems to be
between the death of all mankind in Adam, and the life which is obtained by
Christ. It is hence supposed that the happiness which we enjoy by him, is of

equal extent with the misery we sustained by the fall of Adam. But if this were
the sense of the text, it must prove an universal salvation, and not merely the possi-

bility of it ; for the apostle is speaking of a privilege which should be conferred in

the end of time, and not of that which we enjoy under the gospel-dispensation.

Accordingly, the passage does not in the least answer the end for which the advo-
cates of universal redemption quote it.

The next scripture by which it is supposed that universal redemption may be
defended, is Rom. v. 18, ' As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men
to condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all

men unto justification of life.' For understanding this scripture, let it be consid-

ered that the blessing which is said to extend to 'all,' is no less than justification ot

life, and not merely a possibility of attaining salvation. In the foregoing verse,

they who are interested in this privilege, are said to 'receive abundance of grace, and
of the gift of righteousness,' and to 'reign in life l)y Jesus Christ.' Now, certainly

this privilege is too great to be applied to tlie whole world. Indeed that which the

apostle, in this verse, considers as being 'upon all men unto justification of life,' he

{ 1 Ptt. i. 1. £ Jamfs i. 1. h Ileb. ii. 11. i Verse 13.
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explains when lie says, ' Many shall he made righteous.' Hence ' the free gift, which

came upon all men unto justification,' means nothing else but that a select number,

who are said to be many, or the whole multitude of those who do or shall believe,

shall be made righteous.

It may be objected to this sense of the text, that there is an opposition between

that 'judgment which came by the otfence of one,' that is Adam, ' upon all men,

unto condemnation,' and that 'righteousness, which came upon all men, unto

justification ;' and that, therefore, ' all men' must be taken in the same sense in both

parts of the verse, and consequently "must be extended to all the world. But it is

not necessary, or reasonable, to suppose that these terms of opposition have any

respect to the universal extent of condemnation and justification. The apostle's

design is, not to compare the number of those who shall be justified with that of

those who were condemned by the fall of Adam, but to compare tlie two Iieads to-

gether, Adam and Christ, and to show that, as we are liable to condemnation by

the one, so we obtain the gift of righteousness by the other. This is plainly tlie

apostle's method of reasoning, agreeable to the whole scope of the chapter, as may
easily be observed by those who compare these words with several foregoing verses.

There is another scripture brought to prove universal redemption, 'The love of

Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were

all dead.''' It is supposed that the apostle is here proving that all mankind are

dead in sin ; that the medium by which he proves it is, Christ's dying for all men,

so that the remedy is as extensive as the disease ; and that, therefore, the passage is

an undeniable proof of universal redemption. But this is not a true representation

of the apostle's reasoning ; for he designs to prove, not that all were dead in sin,

but that they were dead to it. That this may appear, let us consider the connec-

tion of this text Avith what goes before. The apostle speaks of them, in the fore-

going verses, as having assurance of their future salvation, as 'groaning to be cloth-

ed upon with their house which is from heaven,' and as having 'the first-fruits of the

Spirit ;' and he says that the apostles were ' made manifest in their consciences,'

that is, they had something in their own consciences which evinced the success of

their ministry to them, on which account they ' had occasion to glory on their be-

half.' All these expressions denote them to have been in a converted state. The

apostle adds, ' Whether we be beside ourselves, or whether we be sober, '^ that is,

whether we have a greater or less degree of fervency in preaching the gospel, 'it is

for God,' that is, for his glory, ' and for your cause ; for the love of Christ,' that

is, either his love to us, or our love to him, ' constraineth us' to this, ' because we
thus judge, that if one,' namely, Christ, ' died for all,' that is, for you all, ' then

were all dead,' or you all ' are dead,' that is, not dead in sin, but made partakers

of that communion which believers have with Christ in his death, whereby they are

said to be dead to sin and to tlie world ; and the result is, that they are obliged

'to live not unto themselves, but to Christ.' This interpretation seems more
agreeable to tlie design of the apostle, than to suppose that he intends only to prove

the fall of man from his being recovered by Clirist. There is no appearance of

any similar argument in any other part of the apostle's writings ; but our being

dead to sin, as the consequence of Christ's death, is what he often mentions, and,

indeed, it seems to be one of his peculiar phrases. Thus he speaks of believers,

as being * dead to sin,'"" and ' dead with Christ.'" Elsewhere also he says, ' Ye
are dead ;'" that is, you have communion with Christ in his death, or are dead

unto sin. He speaks likewise of their being ' dead with Christ from the rudiments

of the world ;'P that is, if you have communion with Christ in his death, you are

obliged not to observe the ceremonial law, which is called ' the rudiments of the

v.'orld.' In several other places, he speaks of believers being crucified, dead,

buried, and risen from the dead, as having communion with Christ in his death and

resurrection, or being made partakers of those benefits which he procured thereby.

If, then, this be the apostle's frequent mode of speaking, why may we not suppose,

that, in the passage under present consideration, he argues, that because ' Christ

k 2 Cor. V. 14, 13. 1 Ver. 13. m Rom. vi. 2. ii Ver. 8. o Col. iii. 3.

p Col. ii. 20.
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died for them all, they wei-e,' or they are ' all dead,'*i and that, being thus dead,

they are obliged, as he observes, * not to live to themselves, but to Christ, that died

for them,' and thereby procured this privilege of which they are made partakers?

If this sense of the text be but allowed to be equally probable with the other, it

will so far weaken the force of the argument we have been considering, that it will

not appear, from this scripture, that Christ died for all men.
Universal redemption is attempted to be proved from John iii. 16, ' God so

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.' But, if we understand 'the

world' as taken for the C4entiles, as it often is in scripture, the sense of the text

seems to be such as is not inconsistent with special redemption, namely, that the

love of God, which was expressed in sending his Son to die for those whom he de-

signed to redeem, is of a much larger extent, as to the objects of it, than it was in

former ages ; for it includes not only those who believe among the Jews, but who-
soever believes in him, throughout the world. Not that their believing in him is

the foundation, or cause, but the effect of his love, and is to be considered as the

. character of the persons, who are the objects of that love. In this sense, also, we
are to understand another scripture, ' Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

away the sin of the world I

'^ that is, of all those, throughout the world, whose
sins are expiated by his death.

The doctrine of universal redemption is farther maintained, from our Saviour's

words in John vi. 33, ' The bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven,

and giveth life unto the world ;' which are explained in ver. 51, ' I am the living

bread which came down from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread, he shall live

for ever ; and the bread that I will give, is my flesh, which I will give for the life

of the world.' But it does not appear that Christ here means that his death was
a price of redemption paid for all mankind. He speaks of the application of re-

demption, which is expressed by his giving life ; and not merely of his procuring

a possibility of its being attained. They to whom he gives this privilege, are de-

scribed as applying it to themselves by faith ; which is, doubtless, the meaning of

that metaphorical expi-ession in which persons are said to ' eat of this bread,' or
' his flesh.' Hence, the meaning of this scripture is, that the death of Christ is

appointed as the great means whereby all men, throughout the world, who apply
it by faith, should attain eternal life. But this cannot be said of all without ex-

ception ; so that it does not appear from this text, that Christ's death was designed

to procure life for the whole world.

There is another scripture, brought to the same purpose, in Matt, xviii. 11, 'The
Son of man is come to save tliat which was lost,' They who adduce the text sup-

pose that it means all who were lost ; and they infer that, as the whole world was
bi'ought into a lost state by the fall, Christ came to save them. The whole stress

of this argument is laid on the sense they give of the Greek word^ which we render,
' that which was lost,' whereby they understand every one that was lost. All that

it denotes, however, is, that salvation supposes those who have an interest in it to

have been in a lost state. Indeed, the text does not seem immediately to respect

the purchase of redemption or salvation, by Christ's shedding his blood as a Priest,

but the application of it, in effectually calling and thereby saving lost sinners.

This is immediately afterwards illustrated by the parable of the lost sheep, which
the shepherd brings back to the fold. On this account he says, ' It is not the will

of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.' This
farther appears from our Saviour, on occasion of his converting Zaccheus, and
telling him that 'salvation was come to his house,' having used the same mode of

speaking, with the addition that 'he came to seek, as well as to save '' them. It

also agrees well with the prediction relating to Christ's executing his prophetic

office, in the salvation of his people, as being their Shepherd ; in which he is repre-

q It may be observed, that, as in the scriptures before mentioned, the same word, aa-iSaenaip, is used
in the same tense, namely, the second aorist, which our translators think fit to render in the pre-
sent tense; Hnd therefore it may as v\eli be rendered herr in the present tense, and so tlie meaning
is, You all, for "horn Christ died, Hre dt?<n].

r John i. 5i9, s To araXuX,/)}. t Luke xix, 9, 10.
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sented as saying, ' I will seek that wliicli was lost, and bring again that which was

driven away ; and I will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that

which was sick.'" Moreover, the parable of the lost sheep which Christ recovered

appears, by its connection with the preceding verses, to have a particular respect

to those 'little' or humble 'ones' who believe in him, who went astray by reason ot

some offences which were cast in their way. Hence, when he had denounced a

threatening a<rainst those who should offend any of them, and had cautioned the

world that they should not do this by despising them,- he supposes this treatment

would cause some of them to go astray, and then adds, that one of his ends ot

comin<r into the world, was to seek, to save, and to recover them.

Unfversal redemption is farther argued from the universality of divme grace.

Aci'ordingly, that text is often referred to, ' The grace of God that bnngeth salva-

tion hath appeared to all men. '^ But this seems very remote from the sense ot the

Hol'y Ghost, in these words. By 'the grace of God' is meant the gospel, which

hvmU the glad tidings of salvation ; and its ' appearing to all men,' signifies its being

preadied to the Gentiles. Or, suppose that by ' the grace of God,' we understand

the display of his grace in the work of redemption, it is not said that it was designed

for or applied to all men, but only that the publication of it is more general than it

had formerly been. When the apostle afterwards speaks more particularly con-

cernino- redemption, he alters his mode of expression, and considers it with its just

limitation, with respect to its objects. ' He gave himself for us, that he might re-

deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecuhar people, zealous ot good

We shall add but one scripture more, which is brought in defence of universal

redemption. It is that in which the apostle speaks of God as 'the Saviour of all

men specially of those that believe.''^ Here universal redemption is not asserted

in the same sense in which the advocates of that doctrine maintain it, namely, that

God hath brought all men into a salvable state, so that they may be saved it they

will But the meaning is, that 'God is the Saviour of all men,' that is, his com-

mon bounty extends itself to all, as the psalmist observes, 'The Lord is good to

all and his tender mercies are over all his works ;' >^ but that he is more ' especially

the Saviour of 'them that believe,' inasmuch as they are interested in the special

benefits purchased by his redemption, and are said to be ' saved in the Lord with

an everlasting salvation.'*'
,

There are several other scriptures brought to prove universal redemption, as

when it is said, ' God will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of

the truth ;'<! and, 'The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all

should come to repentance.' « But as these have been already considei-ed,^ we shaU

pass them over at present. There are also some scriptures whence it is argued

that Christ died lor all, because he died for some who shall perish. Thus the apos-

tle speaks of some 'false teachers, who denied the Lord that bought them ;'s again

he says, 'Destroy not him with thy meat, lor whom Christ died;'^ and he .speaks

of a person who 'counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified,

an unholy thing.'' But these, and some other scriptures to the same purpose, we

reserve to be considered in a following Answer,'' in which the doctrine of the saints

perseverance is defended.
. .

We have thus treated of the first branch of Christ's priestly office, consisting m
liis ottering himself a sacrifice, without spot to God ; and have spoken of the persons

for whom tliis was done. We should now proceed to consider the second branch,

of his i)riestly office, consisting in his making continual intercession for those for

whom he ottered up liimself. But, this being particularly insisted on in a follow-

in*' Answer,' we shall pass it over at present, and proceed to consider the execu-

tion of his kingly office.

u Ezek. xxxiv. 16. x Matt, xviii. 6. 10. y Tit. ii. IK z Verse U.

a 1 Tim iv 10 1) I'sal cxlv. 9. c Isa. xlv. \t. «l 1 Tim. u. 4.

g o Pet iii 9 f See Sect. ' Artumeiits for the opposite doctrine to that of Election

examined,' under Q.iHst. xii. xiii. p 2 Ptt. ii. 1. h Rom xiv. 13. i Heb. x. 29.

k See Quest. Ixxix. 1 See Queit. Iv.
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[Note 3 IM. The Difficulty connected u-ith the Doctrines which relate to the Order of Christ's

Priesthood The apostle floes not say. iis Dr. Ridgeley implies, that the (ioftrims which relate to

the oifler of Christ's priesthooii, are in th 'inselves difficult to be explained. He, on the contrary,

classes them \\ith all the doctrines of revelation whiih are only a degree more diflficult than 'the

first priiciples of the oracles of God.' The difficulty of which he speaks arose, in no degree from
the doctrines themselves, but altogether from the stupidity, inaptitude, disinclination to learn, and
immaturity in knowledge, of the Hebrews to whom he wrote. They were 'dull of hearing;' so

that he could with difficulty utter sounds so loud as should penetrate their ears: they were 'such
as had need of milk and not of strong meat ;' so that he felt difficulty to attempt to feed them with
any, but the most elementary truths of revelation : thev were unskilful in the word of righteousness;

so that he could not easily convey to them lessons which belonged to persons who had had 'their

senses exercised' to discriminnte, and had attained in a measure 'the assurance of the riches of un-
derstanding.' Exactly the difficulty which he encountered in explaining to the Hebrews the order

of Christ's priesthood, would have confronted him in explaining to them the greater portion of the
doctiines of the new economy. We are not, theiefore, to infer from what he says that there is a
greater hinderance in the w ay of our understanding how Christ is a Priest after the order of Melchi-
zedek, than there is in the way of our understanding how he makes intercession, how he rules his

people, or how, in general, he conducts his mediatorial administration. —Ed.]
[Note 3 N. Melchizedek was not Christ.—The only arguments of apparent weight which Dr.

Ridgeley adduces in support of the opinion that Melchizedek was Christ, are his titles, bis having
been without father, mother, descent, beginning of days or end of life, and its having ijeen ' wit-

nessed of him that he liveth.' But these arguments lose all plausibility the moment we look at the
fact that he is spoken of not personally, but officially,—not absolutely, but as a Priest. The scrip-

tures say not a word respecting him except in his official or priestly capacity. Even our Lord, as

incarnate and as enthrontd at the right hand of the divine Majesty, when called 'a priest after the
order of Melchizedek,' is spoken of strictly as a priest, to the exclusion of all other views of his per-

son or character. Some things are said of him—particularly that he was without genealogy or
pedigree—which are expressly explained to refer to him only as priest. View him as the King of
his (leople, as the Messiah promised to the Old Testament church, and you see his pedigree, accord-

ing to the flesh, minutely recorded by inspiration, and carefully traced to David and to Isaac; and.

only when you view him as a priest, as unconnected w ith the tribe of Levi, as unenrolled in the re-

cords of the cuirent priesthood of the Old Testament church, do you find him to have been ' with-

out genealogy.' So it is with Melchizedek. Had information of every description been furnished

us respecting him either pi rsonally, or as king of Salem, or in any other capacity than that of

priest, it would have failed to throw one ray of light on that phasis of character in regard to which
Christ is after his order.

As a priest, then, and only as a priest, was Melchizedek 'without father, without mother, with-

out descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of lite.' In his priestly office, he stood alone,

unconnected with either a predecessor or a successor. His priesthood was not transmitted to him
from a former officiate ; it did not rest on ancestral connexion with any party w ho had formerly

held it; it was not vindicated by appeal to any genealogical record; it was not held by a tenure of

transference from one officiate to another ; it began and was conducted throughout in ministrations

performed only by himself. He was the only priest of the dispensation to w hich he belonged. His
business was to officiate, not for the children of Ham, not for the inhal)itants of the land of Canaan,
not lor his own politij'al subjects or tlie members of his patriarchal family, but for Abraham, the

friend of God, and not even ibr him as a private individual, but only as 'the father of the faithful,'

the typical head of all v\ho believe in the promised seed, the Saviour of the world. He is noticed

as a priest, or is called so, in no other connexion, with no other allusion, with reference to no other
act, than as officiating once for Abraham. We are not directly told even of bis having offered

sacrifice : ue are told only of bis having once taken tithes of Abraham, and having once blessed

him in the name of the Most High. But as tithes were the award of officiating as a sacriticer, and
as a priestly benediction could not be pronounced except as the result of making atonement, we
infer that he did offer sacrifice. This, however, he appears to have done only once. Officiating

for Abraham as the typical representative of spiritual Israel, he did not need to minister for him
often, or even twice. All the purposes of his peculiar priesthood were accomplished on the single

occasion narrated in scripture, when he met the fathir of the faiihful returning lioin the slaughter

of the kings, ' and blessed him that had the promises.' He thus had ' neither beginning of da3s nor
end of life, but abideih a priest continually,' He was a priest before any work of the dispensation

to which he belonged was performed; he continued to be a priest after all that woik was completed;
and consequently it is witnessed concerning him as a jiriest ' that he liveth.' Dr. Ridgeley's argu-
ments, then,—founded on his supposed eternity—assume utterlv mistaken views of his character:

they look away from him as a priest, and conleniplatr lijni in his abstract or personal capacity; and
the moment they are tested by an appeal to what Melchizedek was officially— to what he was in

the only sense in which the scriptures describe him— they prove to be inconclusive and uinneaning.

Let us uQw glance at two or three a^gunHnt^ ojiposed to Dr. Ridgelev's [losition.

1. 'J'hat Melchizedek was not Christ, a[)peais from the fact that manhood is essential to the
priestly character. ' Every High Priest is taken from among men,' Heb. v. I. ' Wherefore in all

things it behoved Christ to be ma<le like unto his breihren, that he might be a meiciful and faith-

ful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of his peopL ,' Heb.
ii. 17. This language unequivocall} teaches that every priest is a man—that the Son of God could
become a priest onl) by assuming human nature. Nor must the priest who acts morally for man-
kind, have merely such a semblance of nianhoodias may simply be visible to sjiectaiors: he iiinst be
'compassed with infirmity,' (Heb. v. 3.) sufijected to trials which will pioduce in him experimen-
tal syaiDatby with his suffering constituents, (Heb. ii. 16.) and placed in such an obediential rela-
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tloii to the divine law tliat he shall lie ^ holy, hainih'ss, iiiuicHled, and sepaiate from sinners,' Heb.
vii. 26. Now, experience of pain, compasj.ment with infirmity, and suliordination to tlie <liviiie

law. are compatible oidv with n-al manhood. To say. tlun, tliat Christ ptrsonally officiattMi as a

pnest to Abraham, or that he and Melchizi'dek were the same person, is just to affirm that he had

tlu II as truly assumed human nature as he afterwards did at the commenceuieiit of the Christian

dispensation.

Strangely enough, Dr. Ridgeley appears willing to adopt this inference. In discussing the pre-

sent question, indeed, he uses no stroiigir language than 'the appearances of Christ in tlie lorm of

a man,' and even that phrase he emplo\ s only once ; but, in a iornif r part of his work, w hen treat-

ing ol the reality of Christ's human nature, (See under Quest, x.xxvi.) he says, respecting his visi-

ble appearances under the Old Testament dispensation, • Wheiher there was, in evrry one of those

instances, a real human body that appeared, thoU(/h in some of them it is biyond dispute that there

vas, 1 will not pretend to determine.' As he offers no proot of tiiis extraordinary position, 1 can-

not imagine to «hat he refers as placing the matter ' besond dispute,' or even as rendering it in

any degree plausiliL', e.xcept perhaps the events of our Lord's appealing, along with two cieated

angels, lo Abraham, on the eve of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. But it is quite a suffi-

cient refutation of any inferences which might be drawn from a hasty or superficial view of these

events, to remark that if they prove the presence of ' a real human body' on the part of our Loid,

they also prove the presence of re:il human bodies on the part of the created angels. Explain the

phenomena of our Lord's preincariiate appearances how \\c nia\, our business is to attend, as to

both the objects and the date of his assuming 'a real human bod\,' to the explicit statements of

scripture. Now, what statements can be more explicit than those v\hich describe his maidiood to

be of ' the seed of David,' which declare it to have been 'conceived of a Virgin,' and "born of woman,'
which connect the assumption of it with a design to offer sacrifice, to destroy death and him that

had the power of it, to endure all the sinless infirmities of our nature and become perfert through
sufferings, and \\hirh identify the date of our Lord's appearing in it with 'the fulness of time,' with
the tested and confessed inefficiencv of the rites of the ceremonial law, with the setting up of the

spiritual and enduring ordinances of the Christian dispensation? Rom. i. 3; 2 Tim. ii. 8; Isa. vii.

14; Luke i. 31; Gal. iv. 4; Rom. viii. 3; 1 John iii. 8; Heb. ii. 14, 17, 18, 10; Gab iv. 4;
Hell. .\. 5—7 ; Isa. ix. 6, 7. It follows, then, that Christ did not assume manhood previous to the

Chri-tian era; and that, as he then wanted this essential requisite to the priestly character, he was
not the person who, under the name of Melchizedek, officiated for Abraham.

2. 'I'hat Melchizedek was not Christ, appears from the fact that our Lord, previous to his incar-

nation, had not the materials of atonement and intercession. 'Every High Priest,' says Paul, 'is

ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices; wherefore it is of necessity that this priest also,' the Lord
Jesus Christ, ' have somewhat to offer,' Heb. viii. 3. The word ' man' in our authorized version

of this text is sup|)lementar\ ; and evidently ought to be 'high priest.' The word rcvrot in the

clause, cBtv uvccyKaiov t^tiv ri xui nuret o tr^arttii'yKri, can take only the word «g;^/«gjain the tiist verse

as its antecedent. I'aui sajs this for the express purpose of showing that Christ, as our high priest,

has, and necessarily must have had, the materials of atojiement and intercession. Nor might these

materials be only sudi as were of a shadowy or pretigurative nature: they were, as the scope of
the apostle's argument demonstrates, the materials of that atonement which was made once for all

on account of sin, and of that intercession which is conciUeteu in 'the true tabernacle which the
Lord pitched and not man,' (Verse 2.) and which ever prevails with God for his people. This
atoiieiiient, this intercession, are Christ's priestly work ; the) are embodied in every idea which the
scriptures exhibit ol his priestly ininistrations ; and both rest on his incarnation, on the union of
the divine and the human naturts in his mediatorial person, on his having ' appeared once for all in

the end of the world'—in the end of the Mosaic dispensation—'to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.' AVhat follows, then, but that he was not Melchizedek,—the person who externally offi-

ciated as a priest lo the father of the faithful?

3. That Melchizedek was not Christ, appears from the fact that our Lord's call to his priestly

oflii e was not given liim till his incarnation. ' No man,' says the apostle, ' taketh this honour to

himself, liut he that is calle<i of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ glorified not himself to be
made an high priest ; but he that said unto him. Thou art m_\ Son, to-day have I bigotten lliee;

as be saiih also in iinother place. Thou art a priest for ever aftei the order of Mtlchizedek,' Heb.
v. 4 — 0. This is the only call which the word of God represents our Lord to have received. Nor
indeed (Ould the call ha\e been otherwise then unique and once lor all; lor 'the word of the oath,'

with which it was accompanied, "consecrated him for evermore,' Heb. vii. '27. It was with this

oath that he was 'made a priest,'—(Heb. vii. '20, "21.) an oath which could not be revoked,—a coin-

muniiation of which Jeliovah could not repent,—an iiistrtiment of consecration which could not

be einplo_\ed more than once. Now, though 'the word of the oath,' was, as regarded the divine

purpose, spoken in eternity; though it was also, as a matter of revelation, recorded b\ inspiration

in the writings olDavid; _\et, as constituting Christ's call to the priestly office—as the instrument
with which he was made a jiiiest'—it was ' since the iau;' (Heb. vii. 28.) or at the period of the
abolition of the Mosaic dispensation. As Christ, then, did not till that piriod receive his call to

be a priest— in ntler words, as he was not till then conseirated to minister or aet as a priest—he
and Melchizedek could not have been the same person.

4. Tliat Melchizedek was not Christ, appears from the fact that all priestly ministrations priorto
the Christian era contemplated our Lord's priesti} work as future. Aaron and his successors were
special and divinely appointid types of Christ's priestlv character. The) and their services were
'shadows of goed things to come.' Both they and the persons for whom they ministered, believed
on sciiptural grounds tliat the jiriest was yet to 'arise' whose character they typified. All the
acts of their priestiiood, all (he moral lessons of their services, all the institutions of the economy
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under wliich they served, looked forward to an efficient high priest for men under the name of ' he
that Cometh.' Is it to be thouffht, then, that, after all, the whole jire-figuration was a post dgura-
tion, that, notwithstanding the pervading and essential idea of 'things to come,* Christ had pre-

viously made priestly appearances, and had actually performed pries^tly work ? Yet he must have
made these appearances, he must have performed that work, he must have been, not so much ' he
who Cometh,' as he who had come, if Melchizedek and he were the same person.

Besides, the mitdstrations of Melchizedek himself were of a typical or prefigurative character,

and, in consequence, could not be the ministrations of our Lord. They w ere of the same * carnal ' or
* shadouy' nature as those of either the patriarchal or the Levitical priests. As regarded the 'gifts

or the offerings of thanksgiving, they consisted in ' bringing (orth bread and wine;' and as regarded

sacriiice, they may be inferred, from unity of character, from the circumstances of the age, from
the relative position of Melchizedek and Abraham, and from the asserted and admitted absence of

all moral sacrifice previous to 'the offering of the body of Jesus once for all,' to have consisted

in the religious slaying of a lamb or of some other of the inferior animals. Ministrations of such a

character, no matter who performed them, were essentially or necessarily prefigurative,—quite as

much so as those of Abel, Noah, or Aaron. Are we to believe, then, that, while they were types

of Christ's work, they were a part of that work itself,—that, while only prefigurations of his priestly

performances, they were actually his own performances as priest? Yet this palpable contradiction

is, in effect, the same thing as to say that Melchizedek was Christ. Nor \m11 the acerbity of the

contradiction be sweetened by alleging, as Dr. Ridgeley does, that the appearances of Chiist under
the patriarchal and Mosaic dispensations were ' prelibations ' of his incarnation, and that preliba-

tion and type or prefiguration are words of similar import. Chiist's preincarnate appearances were
good things present—not 'shadows of good things to come ;' they were immediate and effective

manifestations of divine agency, adapted to the existing condition of the cliurch ; they were not

institutions set up by God or acts performed by man solely to carry the church's faith forward to

savings and doings ot the Messiah yet future, but were direct ministrations of the Son of God him-
self, as immediately fitted to the circumstances of the patriarchal and Mosaic ages, as those of the

period of his humiliation were to the circumstances of his rtdemptional miinstry. So far, too, as

there was a human form in his preincarnate appearances, it was a form onl\, and not a real human
nature ; and it seemed to hold just such a relation to the reality of his future manhood, as the cloud

of glory, or Schechinah, held to the display in his mediatorial person of 'the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.' Such were the appearances of the Son of God
which scholastic writers call ' prelibations.' But who—if he reflect on their nature, or even glance

at their moral grandeur— will venture to think of them as types, or as possessed in any sense of

typical import? Types, as compared with what they prefigured, wtre all 'shadows,' ' weak and
unprofitable things,' 'carnal ordinances,' ' beggarly elements,' things which ' waxed old and were
ready to vanish away.' But all the Son of God's appearances, all his ministrations, all his acts,

whether in what are called his 'prelibations' or in any of his preincarnate agency whatever, were
truly and necessarily divine. What follows, then, but that he and Melchizedek were not the same
person ?

5. That Melchizedek was not Christ, appears from the fact that they are described as different

persons. ' It is yet far more evident,' says Paul, ' that after the similitude of Melchizedek there

ariseth another priest,' Heb. vii. 15. Dr. Ridgeley confesses that this text bears strongly against

his theory; but tries to show that it calls Christ 'another priest' as distinguished, not irom Mel-
chizedek, but from the priests of the order of Aaron. It is evident, however, that Christ is ' an-

other priest' as distinguished from all priests whatever, and in particular, from all whom the apostle

had mentioned, Melchizedek as well as the Levites. As another priest, he is said to 'arise,'—
phraseology which implies that his appearance in the priestly character was new, or had been
hitherto unknown. Melchizedek had already appeared as a priest; the Levites had long ministered

at the altar ; and now there * arose' a new and 'another priest,' different in initure from the latter,

and ' made after the similitude' of the former.

The word rendered ' similitude,' {if/.tiertit,} means a model as distinguished from a copy, a pattern

as distinguished from an imitation, or any object of resemblance as distinguished from the object

which resembles it. Paul elsewhere uses it to denote similitude between Christ and his people in

subjection to suffering. 'We have not an high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of

our infirmities, but was in all points tried after the similitude of us, (xaS-' ifi.eioTura,') ytt without

gin,' Heb- iv. 15. Just as, in his exposure to paiti, he bore our image; so, in his sustaiidng the

priestly character, did he bear the image of Melcfdzedek. The same relation exists between him
and us in regard to mode of suffering, as that which existed between him and Melchizedek in re-

spect to the order of priesthood. Hence, if his being a priest after the similituiie of Melchizedek,

means that he was Melchizedek himself: his having been, as a sufferer, after the similitude of men,

must mean that Christ and mankind are the same—that Jesus and men are names of interchange-

ible import. Such an inference is as una\oidalde as it is absurd, and exposes the utter fallacy ot

tlie notion whence it is deduced. Cliiist, as a suflerer, ha\ing been tried after the similitude of

men, proves that he and any mere man are <iiff. rent and distinct beings; and his having, as a priest,

been made after the similitude of Melchizedek, proves in the same way, that he and the king of

Salem could not have been the san e person. Christ was 'another' priest who arose after his order.

Aj;ain, Melchizedek is said to have been ' made like unto the Son ot God,'—language which

equally proves that he could not himself have hi en the Saviour, Heb. vii. 3. The verl' iianslated

•liiai.e like unto,' (^aipo/ioiou,) refers, like the noun rendered 'similitude,' to one object as the model,

faairn, or exemplar of another. The leading sense of it, however, is likeness, or resembbmce in

the um ui imitation or comparison. As it occurs in this text, indeed, it is iiitensitiv e, Immhi: hi

couiposiiioii uitb it a particle which adds to its strength; yet, as to its radical sigiiiticauon, n i.> ot
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the same import as when it orriirs in its simple form. Let us look, tlien, at some of tlie piis«app9

in Nvhicli it is toiimi, and see how it will there bear the ineaning of identiticatioii. * And he said.

Whereimto sAa// we /(Aen the kingdom ot God, and with what comparison shall we couipare it ?

It is 1 ki- a grain ol mustard seed.' ' Therefore, whosoever hearcth these sayings of mine, and doelh
them, / icilt lihen him to a wise man who huilt his house upon a rock.' ' VVhereunto shall I liken

this p. nerafioii? it is like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling to their fellows, and
saying. We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto son, and ye have
not lamented?' ^iark iv. 30. 31 ; Matt. vii. 24; Matt. xi. IG, 17. After reading these passages,

is it still thought that Melchizedek's having been ' made like unto the Son of Goii,' means that he
was the Son of Go<i ? If so, we must, on the same groumis, believe such remarkable doctrines as

these:—the kingdom of God is a grain of mustard seed ; the man who does Christ's sayings is an
architect who builds his houses on good foundations; the whole adult population of Judea who
lived during the period of our Lord's public ministry, wtre children who amused themselves in the

market-places, and piped and chanted to their playmates.

—

Ed J

[Note '.i O. The Peculiarities of Melchizedek's Order of Priesthood.—The distinguishing pro-

perties of .Melchizedek's order of priesthooii, those in which it ditfered from the Aaroiiic order, and
peculiarly typified or exhibited the priestly character of Christ, are <leserving of special notice; and
as they are only hinted at by Dr. Ridgeley, they may profitably form the sul)ject ot a short note.

They appear to me to be chiefly five,— perfection, supremacy, perpetuity, intranslerableness, and
the mutual subserviency of kingly and priestly functions.

1. One peculiarity of Melchizedek's order of priesthood is perfection. Melchizedek 'blessed him
that had the promises;' he officiated for Abraham as 'the father of the faithful,' or as the typical

representative of all the redeemed; and he ministered on his behalf only once, or 'once for all.'

There are three proofs that Abraham as a public head was his only constituent. The first is the

passage, ' He received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises; and without all

contradiction the less is blessed of the greater,' Heb.' vii. 6, 7- Why should the patriarch, in re-

ference to his transaction with Melchizedek, be so pointedly called 'he that had the promises,' un-
less he sustained in that transaction, not a personal or private capacity, not a capacity in common
with any other individuals, but the peculiar character of ' the lather of the laitiiful ?' Besides, as the
economical representative of all the Israelites, and the t} picul representative of all the redeemed,
he was the greatest human personage known to the Jewish church. ' Art thou greater than our
father Abraham ?' asked the Jews of Christ, ' Whom makest tliou thyself to be?' Yet Paul as-

serts him to have been inferior to Melchizedek ; for ' without all contradiction,' says he, ' the It-ss

is blessed of the greats r.' But had Abraham been only one of many for whom Melchizedek minis-

tered, or had he been blessed by him in his personal or private capacity, he could claim to be
a patriarchal priest as truly as he, and he would, at the same time, have been superior to him as the
holder of the promises. It follows, then, that as in receiving the blessing, he was less than Mel-
chizedek, he must have stood in the capacity of the only constituent, and the representative of

Israel. The second proof of this point is the passage, ' As I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth

tithes, paid tithes in Abraham; for he was yet in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met
him.' Here, Abraham is distinctly asserted to have acted with Melchizedik, in a capacity which
made all Levi, and by parity of reason, all the tribes and generations of Israel, participants in his

conduct. Melchizedek officiated for the patriarch, not as an individual, but as representing all who
were • in his loins.' The third proof is the title given to Melchizedek, * the priest of the
Most High God.' There is an emphasis in this title which implies him to have diff^-red as much
from every priest of his day, and every priest who preceded him, as from the priests of the order of

Aaron. Now, in what could any emphatic difference consist, except in his officiating for Abraham
as the representative of all Israel? If he be viewed as simply the priest of a tribe of people or a
district of country, he cilfered nothing from an ordinary patriarchal priest, or from any one of the
numerous priests who preceded the institution of the Aaronic order. As 'priest of the Most High
God,' too, he was ' without lather, without mother, without descent,' he stood alone in his priest-

hood, he did not receive it Irom a predecessor, he was of another class, or of another order from
the patriarchal priests ; and he must consequently have received a special or peculiar call to the
office which he tilled, for ' no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as

was Aaron,' Heb. v. 4. Not oiil_\ his emphatic title, therefore, but his peculiar and distinguishing

call, prove him to have officiated in a far other manner, and a far higher sense, than any patriarchal

priest, or officiate for a tribe or for private individuals. From this consideration, then, as well as

from those formerly stated, it follows that he ministered for Abraham in the latter's public capacity,

of ' the father of the failhfuL'

Now, as Abraham's character in the transaction was altogether t\pical, and had reference

neither to his ov\n personal conduct nor to that of the multitude whom he represented, but only
to the relation in which they stood to the covenant of promise or the dispensation of mercy, there
was no occasion tor more than one priestly ministration. We accordingly read of Melchizedek offici-

ating only once. He appears to have made an expiatory otfering for Abraham, just as he brought
forth to him bread and wine 'once for all.' Abraham, as 'he who had the promises,' was 'blessed'

e/Tectively and (iefinitively by 'the priest of the Most High God,' when he was blessed 'once.' In

his relation to the divine covenant, the covenant of peace and mercy, or rather as representing that

relation on the part of all who are his children by faith, he needed to enjoy only one priestly min-
istration. All the work of I^Ielchizedek's ' blessing' him was accomplished in one performance.
Hence the perfection of his order of priesthood.

How beautiful a type is here of the uniqueness and efficiency of the priestly work of our Lordl
He officiates in reality just in that relation in which Melchizedek officiated by prefiguration. Mel-
chizedek ministered by a symbol for ' him who had the promises :' Christ ministered by the sacri<
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fice of himself for all on whom the promises t;ike efTect. Mi'lchizedtk hy one act ' bless -d * the
typical representative of the faithful: Christ 'by one offering, hath perfected (or ever those for

whom he made atonement,' Heb. x. 14. 'But now once, in the enii of the world, hath he appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, so Christ

was once offered to bear the sins of many,' Heb ix. 27, '2tf. 'For such an high priest beeame us,

who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens : Who
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the
people's : for this he did once, when he offered up himself,' Heb. \ii. 26, 27.

2. Another peculiarity of Melchizedek's order of priesthood is supremacy. ' Consider,' savs the
apostle, 'how great this priest was to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tithe of the
spoils,' Heb. vii. 4. Aaronic priests, in connection with receiving a right to exact tithes, were
raise<l to a far loftier and more sacred position than the Israelites of the other tribes, or than even
the unpriested families of the Levites. Their investment with the right occasioned a murmuring
among all the other classes of the people, NumI). xvi. 1—51). As tithe-holders they had a claim,

in the divine name, upon the acknowledgid inferiority of all their brethren; and were entitled to

regard aiiv neglect or invasion of their right as a display of irreligion and rebelliousness against

God, Mai. iii. 8

—

\0 ; Neh. xiii. 10— 12. Their dignity, however, was subject to important limi-

tations. Any one of their number held it only in common with all the individuals of a large

body of fellow-ofticiates; he had no claim upon any of his sacerdotal brethren ; he could not exact
tithes except during the very brief period of his dispensation when he was in office; he had no
superiority over any of the generations who preceded or followed liiin, or even over any of his co-

temporaries till he was of a mature and qualifying age. Melchizedek, on the other hand, had a
claim of superiority over all Israel of every generation, over all the classes and generations of the
Aaronic priests, and even over the patriarch Abraham, the father of many nations, in whom, through
his seed, all the familiis of the earth should be blessed. 'How great, then, was this priest !' He
who had the promises, whom Jews and believing Gentiles esteem the greatest of the redeemed,
and along with him, all his natural and spiritual posterity, as well as a divinely commissioned race
of pi iests, rendered him subjection, and rendered it while they viewed him solely in his official priestly

capacity.

How expressive a type was Melchizedek's position of the supreme priesthood, the paramount
priestly dignity and authority of our Lord! He receives from the whole body of the redeemed,
from all the tribis and generations of the saved, from the genuine worshippers of God under every
dispensation from the beginning till the end of time, that subjection in reality or in individual

moral obedience which Melchizedek received only in type or in Abrafiam's payment of tithes. All
the Aaronic and the patriarchal priests renounce their faded glories under the blaze of his priestly

supremacy. The whole multitude of the saved in heaven and in earth give him tithes of all, the
homage of every affection, and the obedience of every faculty as 'the apostle ami high priest of
their profession.' Ail have him as * an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which en-

tereth into that within the vail; whither the forerunner is for them entered, even Jesus, made an
high priest for ever after the oider of Melchizedek,' Heb. vi. 19, 20. • To him every knee shall

bow and every tongue confess.' ' Thy people shall be a free-will offering in the day of thy power.
Thy progeny, in the glorious sanctuary, shall be more than the dew in the womb of the morning.

For Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever according to the order

Melchizedek.'

3. A third peculiarity of MeKhizedek's order of priesthood is intransferableness. Not only did

the Levitical priests receive their office from predecessors, and transfer it to successors; but they

shared it with a numerous company of fellow-officiates. Even the high priest could perform his

functions only with the help of a large officiating body of inferior priests. The Aaronic priesthood,

not only in itself, but in each of its ministrations, was completed in its design or made effective or

significant in the attainment of its purposes, only by passing from hand to hand, and bringing into re-

quisition ' many priests.' ftlelchizedek, on the contrary, had no predecessor, no successor, no fel-

low-officiate, lie was the only priest of his dispensation, and performed all its work by his indi-

vidual unaided ministrations.

Christ, in the same manner, ' because he continueth ever, hath an intransferable priesthood,' Heb.

vii. 24, a^apajiaTov h^airvv>i». ' Thus speaketh the Lord of Hosts, saying, Behold, the man whose

name is tlie Branch ; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the

Lord ; even he slnll build the temple of the Lord, and he shall bear the glor\,' Zech. vi. 12, 13.

He is the ' one Mediator between God and man.' His priestly dispensation rests exclusively in his

hands, and can never communicate eiihtr its duties or its honours to another. He is the only

officiate bv wiiorn men have access to God, the only offerer of a true atonement, the only possessor

of the really priestly name, or the truly priestly glory. Thire remaineth no other sacrifice for sin

than that which he offered once lor all. ' Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none

other name under luaven given among men, whereby we must be saved,' Heb. x 26; Acts iv. 12.

4. A fourth peculiarity of Melchizedek's order of priesthood is perpetuity. The Aaronic priests

Mere ' not siiff red to continue by reason of dtath,' Heb. vii. 23. Even during the brief period of

their lilttime, they were not allowed to be priests except while in the vigour ot their \eais. No
Levite could lie a priest till he was twenty-live years of age, or continue to hold the olliee after

lie was tift\, Nurnl). viii. 24, '25. Every Aaronic or patriarth^il priest sustained his official charac-

ter and exerted his official iiifiut rice, (iuriiig only a detached and unimportant section of the dis-

pensation under which he ministered. Melchizedek, however, ' abode a priest continually.' 'He
bad neither beginning of (bus, nor end oi liie.' His jiriestly character was sustained during the

whole of the dispensittion to wliirh he belonged, and bis priestly inliiience was exerted on all its

interests. Whiii 'he who I. eld the piuniis-es' leqiiired to have a priestl_i ministration on his behalf
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as the typical representative of the faithful, he found Mtlchizeilek abroad as 'the priest of the Most

High God ;' and when be bad been so ' blessed ' as not to need furtlicr beucdietion, be continued to

see Melchizedek in the same character in which be originally met b m.

Christ, m the same manner, is tlie hi>;b priest of bis peopU-, the true and only priest of the most

high God, throughout the whole dispensation under wliieb he ministers; and be mak. s his piitstly

influence to be felt on all its interests, and on all the persons who particijiate in iis blessings. The
whole multitude of the saved wilUeventually be found to have obtained 'redemption through his

blood, even the forgiveness of sins.' The results of his one offering tor sin were virtually lawl open

to man in the tirst ()romise, and will continue to be exhibited tor the acceptance of the guiltv and

helpless till the end ot time. Having, as the great High Priest who entered once into the holiest of

all, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, he must needs reign in the influence ot his

priesthood t)ll every hdieving sinner be pardoned and made a new creature, and all the designs of

the dispensation of mercy to man be accomplished. ' Wherefore he is able to save them to the

uttermost that come unto God by hnn, seeing he ever liveth to m^ike intercession lor them,' Heb.

vii. '25. ' Clothed with a garmei'it <iown to the foot, and girt about the paps with a gobieii girdle,'

arrayed in the robes of his priestly office, and displaying the insignia ot his priestly power and

glorv,—he says, * I am he that liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore. Amen,

and have tlie'kevs ot the invisible world and of death,' Rev. i. 13, 18.

o. A liftb peculiarity ot Melchizedek's order of priesthood is tlie mutual subserviency of priestly

and kmglv functions.
' The Levitical priests had neither interest nor influence additional to what

was priestlv in ativ of their miidstrations. They acted, in all their oflicial conduct, with simply

the feelmgs'and the views of priests. Melchizedek, on the contrary, was actuated by the strong

and modifying motives, not only of a king, but of a king of righteousness and a king of peace.

When, in discharge of bis priestly functions, he said, • blessed be Abram of the most high God,

possessor of heaven and earth,' he added, from the promptings ot his kingly character, 'And
blessed be the most high God which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hatul,' Gen. xiv. 19, 20.

As a king of righteousness, he was interested in the patriarch's triumph over heathen invaders and

spoilers ; as a king ot peace, he was interested in the recovered and secured tranquillity of the

patriarch's family and allies; and, both as a king of righteousness and a king of peace—concerned

for the suppression of all wrong and turbulence, and careful lor the administrative establishment of

rectitude and happiness—he was interested in the patriarch's reception of all the well-being which

rould accrue from his own benediction and ministration as 'the priest of the most high God.'

Though his priestlv and his kingly oftices were distinct, yet the functions of the former were

strongly and benignly alfected by the principles and predilections of the latter.

But how obscure, in this particular, is the type compared to the antitype ! Christ wears 'the

two crowns,' the silver mitre and the golden diadem ;
' he sits and rules upon his throne ;' ' he is a

priest upon his throne ;'anrf 'the counsel of peace is between them both,' Zech. vi. 11— 13. While

displayed to his people as a prosperous king who executes justice and judgment, he is, at the same

time, exhibited to them as ' the Lord their righteousness,' for whose sake God acknowledges them

for his own, and is just while be justifies them from their iniquity. They regard him, not only as

swaving over them a sceptre of purity, but also as performing priestly ministrations by which they

will' be purified by the washing of water with the word, and eventually cleansed from spot and

blemish and every such thing. The same persons w ho are reconciled by his priesthood, are governed

by his kingship. They are simultaneously the subjects of his regal administration, and in the course

of realizing the results of his intercession. While his kingly government is stamped w ith rectitude,

and displavs divine love of holiness and hatred ot iniquity, he, at the same time, receives, as the

High Priest of his people, that rich and odoriferous unction of the Spirit which is poured upon his

head, and flows to the skirts of his garment, and imparts life and elasticity, strength and gladness,

to all the members of his body. ' Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that 1 will raise unto

David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and jus-

tice in the earth. In his days Judab shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely ; and this is his

name whereby he shall be' called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,' Jer. xxiii. 5, 6.

* Behold a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. And a man shall

be as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry

place; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land,' Isa. xx.xii. 1, 2 Ed.]
[Note 3 P. Hatis/yiny Divine Justice.—Dr. Ridgeley, in common with many theological w riters,

currently speaks of ' satisfaction to divine justice,' 'satisfying the justice of God.' We would here

once for all submit a few remarks on these and kindred phrases.

The idea directly suggested by the words 'satisfying divine justice,' is far from what Dr. Ridge-
ley, or any other orthodox writer, intends them to convey. Satisfaction, literally understood, is

just that notion of atonement which tends more than any other to produce wrong conceptions of

the divine charactir, or to lead the mind into Soeinianism. Vindication of the moral government
of God, the magnify ing of the divine law and the making of it honourable, the setting forth of Christ

as a propitiatory to declare God's method ot justification, that he is just, and the justifier of hiin

who believes in Jesus, the exhiliition of the entire moral glory of God in saving sinners, the glory

alike of his equity, bis mercy, his holiness, his love,—this, and not the offering ot satisfaction

to one perfection of Deity, is properly the grand result of the woik of atonement. All God's attri-

butes were concerned to bring man salvation. His equity as truly as bis compassion,—his righte-

ousness as truly as his mercy,—his justice as truly as his love, formed, revealed, and executed the
plan of redemption. * Mercy and truth met together; righteousness and peace kissed each other;
truth sprang out of the earth, righteousness looked down from heaven, and justice went before

God's face, to set us in the way ot his steps.'

What we usually tneaii by ' the sansfy ing of divine justice,' is comply ing with the penal demands,

I. 3 z
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or vindicating the moral authority, of the divine law. Christ dealt directly with the law of God,

and through this with his justice. He was ' made under the law,' he endured the ' curse of the

law ' he 'became the t tid ot the law,' he * magnified the law, and made it honourable.' Whatever

iluties the law enjoined, he performed ; whatever curses it denounced, he endured ; and whatever

claims it possessed on the people for whom he became surety, he discharged. He thus restored ita

insulti'd honour, and vindicated its divine authority, demonstrating all its enactments to be ' holy,

just, and good.' But this ' magni(\ing of the law' had an influence no more on the divine justice

than on the divine mercv. The design was as much to reconcile God's compassion as to reconcile

his equity to the pardoning of sinners. Ti.l our Lord's sacrifice was offered, the mercy of the Most
High uas as incompetent to give acceptance to the guilty, as his justice was incompetent to remit

their condemnation; and now, when the sacrifice has been made, his justice as truly takes away
penalty, as his mercy bestows all blessings. God thinks it unjust to exact twice the same punish-

ment for the same offence ; and having seen executed on his well-beloved Son all the punishment

due to such of mankind as believe the gospel, he does not and cannot execute it on their own
persons. His justice, therefore, goes before him to set us in the way of his steps, just at the same

moment, and for the same reason, that his mercy and his truth meet together to bestow the bless-

ings of his favour and fulfil the promises of his covenant. In approaching him through Christ, we
coTifide in his entire character,—we see his whole nature to be love,—we r<joice equally in all bis

perfections.

Persons often talk of human sufferings as a satisfying of divine justice. So far as they think

correetlv, they ought rather to say that human sufferings all accord with divine equity. God has

no eiijo_\ment, and expresses no satisfaction, in the miseries even of the ungodly. 'He is long-

suffering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.*
* Have I any pleasure at all that the wickt d should die, saith the Lord God, and not that he should

return from his ways and live?' ' As I live, siith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death

of the wicked, but that the wicked tuin Iruni his way and live.' The distresses of the ungodly are

joint messengers of mercy with the appeals and invitations of the gospel, and are often blessed, in

co-operation with the latter, for acconipii^liii g the most beneficial designs of the divine love.

Mauasseh was 'taken among the thorns, and ulien he was in afQiction, he humbled himself greatly

before the God of his fathers; and he then knew that the Lord he was God.' Even the eternal

sufferings of the finally condemned, while awarded in equity, and essential to the discountenancing

of sin, are inflicted from beneficence to the suljects in general of God's moral government, and
exert a benign influence on all God's moral crentures. Who will say that the very condemned
themselves would not work out a greater and more terrible creation of torment if left to the free

indulgence of their own <lepraved pleasure, than when permanently subjected to the restraints of

the divine anger? So far from seeking satisfaction in punishing the wi.-ked, the Most High directly

indulges and promotes his benevolence. 'He cannot look on sin,' just because sin is the invariable

and necessary cause of misery; and he maintains the dominion and enforces the practice of holiness,

just because holiness is the essential and only source of real happiness. Now, every suffering which
he inflicts in the present life is fitted to prevent the increase, to diminish the amount, or to destroy

the influence of sin ; and every punishment which he awards to the incorrigible is fitted to recom-
mend holiness to the pure and the stable. Whatever he does to the wicked is, in this world, adapted

to lead themselves to salvation ; and, in the world hereafter, intended to prevent the creation of new
caus( s of torment among the fallen, and to confirm the saved and the unfallen in the practice of all

excellence, and the possession of all beatitude. In all his works, among all orders of his creatures,

'God is love.' 'He doth not afflict willingly'—or from his heart—'nor grieve the children of men.'

He chastens bis people, ' not for his own pleasure, but for their profit, that they may be par-

takers of his holiness.' Whether dealing with the righteous or with the wicked, he seeks at no
time the satisfying of any severe principle in his own nature, but always indulges love, displays

benevolence, and promotes the holy design of his government of blessedness toward his creatures.

God's justice is simply his equity. As a just judge, he has no austereness, but merely awards

what is right; as a just lawgiver, he has no severity, but merely commands what is morally good;

as a just king, he has no arbitrariness, but merely exacts what is due, and promotes what is benign.

When he is just, he expects reverence; when he is merciful, he expects gratitude; and when either

iustice or mercy is displayed, he is glorified. But all his perfections have their glory or their satis-

faction solely from himself. Nothing in man can either 'move his mercy' to bestow pardon, or dis-

suade his justice from doing what is equitable. He has accepted Christ as the Surety of believers;

and simply because he is just, he absolves them from the penalties of his law. He, in the same way,

can, in virtue of Christ's saciifice, save the ungodly without making a compromise with sin; and

simply because he is merciful, he is reconciled to his people, 'not imputing to them their trespasses.'

But he was as trulv infinite in both justice and mercy from eternity as at the present moment; he

was neither ' moved to mt rcy,' nor induced to abate justice, by even the atoning sufferings of the

Saviour; and greatly less is he incited either to cherish one perfection, or withhold the manifestation

of another, by the deeds or distresses of his creatures. He is in his own nature, and ever was, and

ever will be, ' The Lord, the Lord God, mtrcilul and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in

goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and

that will by no means clear the guilty.'

—

Ed.]

[Note 3 Q. The Altar on which Christ was offered.—Various cogent arguments might be advanced

agaijist both the opinion which Dr. Ilidgeley rejects, and the opinion which he espouses, respecting

the altar on which Christ was offered. Instead of stating these, I shall offer a remark or two on

Dr. Ri(ig( ley's only argument in favour of his opinion, and assign some reasons— if the idea of an

altar is at all to be entertained—for associating it with the entire scene of our Lord's expiatory

sufferings, or siiuolv with the earth.



Christ's priestly office. 54t

The passage, ' Whether is greater the p ft, or the altar that satictifieth the gift,' speaks, not of

sacrifices, but of gifts,— thiii;;* cssi-iiliHliy (Iff. rent. Sacrifict-s were immoiiited animals; tint fiifts

were offerings of oil and wine, tloiir ami siiiiilar siibstancrs. Tlif victims used in s;iciiticL' were
' sanctified,' or set apart, >\hen they were brought to the door of the talni iiHcle : but the vegetable

materials einploved in gifts were •sanctified,' or set apart, only when laid upon the altar. Hence,

the assertion. ' the altar satictifieth,' devoteih or consecrateth ' the gift." As regarded sacrifice,

however, the altar did not s;inctify it, but, on the contrary, it sanctified the altar. 'And thou

shalt offer every day a bullock tor a sin-offering for atonement: and tluui slialt cleanse the altar,

when tluiu hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it, to sanctity it. Seven days

thou shalt make an atonement for the altar, and sanctify it; and it shall be an altar most holy:

whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be holy,' Exod. xxix. 36, 37. Thus, in regard to sacrifices,

the altar itself required to be sanctified,—sanctified seven days,— and sanctified with the blood of

an expiatory victim.

The altai, then— if we are at all to conceive of one in reference to the offering of Christ—was
such as required to be expiated. Now, the scene of our Lord's humiliation, or the earth, as such,

on which he suffered, lay, in common with man, under the divine mnledietion. ' Cursed is the

ground for thy siike; thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee,' Gen. iii. 17, 18. Defiled by
man's iniquity, and the scene of his rebellion, it bore marks of God's displeasure, or of the with-

draw ment of his cotnplaceiicy. It hence could be the scene from which ' truth should spring,' or a

befitting altar for the offering of Christ and the invoking of the divine complacency, only by being

specially consecrated or set apart. Now, an adequate cleansing of it was effected at the moment
of our Lord's incarnation. It was sanctified by his mere presence, and became an appropriate altar

simply by his making it the scene of his manifestation in the flesh.

Again, the altar was such as to be suited to the various nature and entire infliction of the expia-

tory sufferings which Christ endured. These sufferings, as Dr. Ilidgeley has shown, were not only

those of his death or final passion, but all which he experienced ; and, identified with his entire

humiliation, they extended from his assumption of our nature to his triumph over death and the

grave. They included, not only the temporary desertion of the divine complacency, and the endur-

ance of death, but previous protracted exposure to sorrow, privation and pain from n)en, from devils,

and from the perturbed physical condition of the very world in which he tabernacled. What scene,

then, was adapted to the endurance of them, or on what scene or altar were they actually under-
gone, except the surface, the bosom of the earth ?

Further, the altar was such as, in its relative position to heaven, corresponded with the relative

position of the Jewish altar to the sanctuary. The Holiest of all was the t\ pe of hea\ en, or of the

place in which Christ intercedes; the Holy Place was the type of the church in the [)resent state,

or of believers as chosen out of the world and consecrated to God; and the court of the tabernacle

was a type of the world as placed under a dispensation of respite and mercy, or of the condition in

which men are previous to the expiatory remission of their sins- Th high priest, on the great

day of atonement, first slew the sacrificial victims in the court of the Tabernacle, and next went up,

through the Holy Place, into the Holiest of all, there to appear before the Shechinah ; and he thus
represented God's spiritual Israel receiving the benefits of atonement under the dispensation of
mercy, and then passing through the condition of fellowship with God on earth, to 'sit down toge-

ther with Christ in the heavenly places.' There was hence an e.xact correspondence between the

three apartments of the Temple on the one hand, and the native earth, the church in the world,
and the heavenl\ sanctuary, on the other. Now, Christ, in connexion with his work of atonement,
dealt with each of the three states. He first, as on an altar, sacrificed himself on earth; he next
sojourned forty days exclusively with hs disciples, and unsubjected to any penalties; and he finally

entered the true heavenlies, there to perform whatever was prefigured by the Jewish high priest's

appearance in the Holiest of all. From these considerations it seems evident that, it any thiiig

whatever was designed to correspond in the way of antitype to the altar on which the Jewish
sacrifices were offered, it was simply the earth as such, or the aggregate scene of our Lord's entire

bumiliatioti.

—

Ed.]
[Note 3 R. Christ's Purchase.—In this place, Dr. Ridgeley, with probably one abatement, very

justly and luminously defines Christ's act of purchase or redemption. Had he, instead of the
phrase 'out of the hand of vindictive justice,' used the phrase ' from the curse of the law,' or from
the legal dominion or condenming power of sin, his deliiiition would have at once accorded exactly

with the language of scripture, (See Gal. iii. 13; iv. 5; Tit. ii. 14; I Pet. i. 18.) and expressed
more clearly the idea which he intended to convey. But such as it is, I would take occasion from
it to call attention to his current phraseology, in both the preceding and the subsequent part of his

work, on the subject of Christ's purchase. Were we to frame, from what he has w iitten, an answer
to the question, ' What did Christ purchase?' we should be constrained to make it include almost, if

not absolutely, everything connected with the dispensation of divine mercy. He currently talks of
the purchase of salvation, the purchase of eternal life, the purchase of spiritual blessings, and even
the purchase of red. mption itself. He is countenanced, indeed, in such phraseology, not only by
multitudes of theological w liters, but also by the Westminster standards; but he is not, on that

account, necessarily correct, and, if wrong, stands in just the more need of being subjected to

scripture.
' The redemption purchased by Christ,' or the purchase of an act of purchase, is language, to

say the least of it, so unmeaning, that one wonders at its having ever been used. This phrase, and
'the purchase of salvation,' 'the purchase of grace,' as well as all homologous phrases whiih Dr.
Ridgeley currently employs, suggest ideas quite foreign to his definition ot redemption. What
Christ, according to that definition, redeemed or purchased w as his people ; and ' the w ay ' in which he
purchased them was 'judicial.' Now, how emphatically different, how almost antithetic, are the ideas
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of purchasing salvation and of purcliasing souls! To the phrase buying or ransoming souls, we
ran attach notions, not only luminous in themselves, but blended in their radiance with correct views
ot all the leading truths of revelation ; but to the phrase buying or ransoming grace, blessings or
salvation, we camiot, without first neutralizing the proper force ot the words, attach any detinite and
just notions whatever. Not only so, but we are in danger,—inexperienced Christians at least are,

—of attaching to the latter phrase, ideas utterly inconsistent with a view of the spontaneity of the
divine love and mercy, and the true character of Clirist's atonement as imt offering an equivalent
for blessings, but 'magnifying the divine laws and making it honoural)le,' bearing awav the penalty
of uian's transgressions, aiui rendering it consistent with justice and holiness that lielieving sinners
should l)e saved. Dr. Ridgeiey, in a previous part of his work, (See Sect. ' The Reason of Salvation,'

under Quest, xxx.,) exhibits the spontaneity of the divine mercy, in terms which, if borne in mind,
would have led hun to qualify his current phraseology. He says, ' The only moving cause, or rea-

son, why God bestows this great salvation, or why he has designed to bring any of the sons of men
to if, is his mere love and mercy. Salvation, whether considered in its rise in God's eternal pur-
pose, or in the execution of it in the work of conversion and sanctification, as well as in the com-
pleting ot it in glorification, is ascribed to the sovereign grace and mercy of God.' This statement
is made, indeed, with the design of showing that the divine mercy cannot be moved or merited by
man ; but it equally shows tliat the mercy is in its own nature spontaneous. Tlie v\hole work of

Christ, all his acts of mediation, even his coming to perform redemption or pay the price or ransom
which he laid down, originated in mercy, and was a display of saving love. 'God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life,' John iii. 16. ' In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God
sent bis only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be tiie propitiation for our sins,'

1 John iv. lU. Christ's work did not move the divine love; but the divine love moved the work
of Christ. God's ' unspeakable gift,' his unutterable bountiful ness, that active and all-pervading

beneficence of his, whence proceed the blessings with which he enriches the world and blesses the
redeemed, was displayed, not as the purchase of Christ's mediation, but as the motive of his advent
and the reason of all his mediatorial work. What the Redeemer did, was not to pay an equivalent

for blessings, but to 'commend God's love to the guilty,' to 'glorify ' the divine 'name upon the
earth,' to become * the end of the law for righti ousness to every one that believeth,' to redeem his

people from the tyrant dominion ot sin, to 'lead captivity captive, and receive yifts for men.'
Of the very numerous texts which speak of God or of Christ purchasing, buying, ransoming or

redeeming, all, with just one exception, appear to preserve perfect sameness or equivalency of lan-

guage as to the objects of purchase. The solitary instance to which I refer, is not a real but only
an apparent discrepancy, ' He brought them to the border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain,
which his right hand had purchased,' Psal. Ixxviii. 54. Here purchasing, by a figure of speech noc
infrequent in scripture, is put for conquest or deliverance by power. What is spoken of is an act

of 'the Lord's right hand,' and consequently an act altogether different in nature from those dis-

plays of his moral glory, or interpositions of his love and mercy, which, in other texts, are denomi-
nated his purchase. All the passages, then, which speak of the purchase of God or of Christ in the
moral sense, all those in particular, which speak of the Mediator's purchase in executing the scheme
of redemption, are of one scope and one phraseology as to the objects of purchase. In all of them,
the Redeemer is represented as buying, purchasing, ransoming, redeeming souls, his people, his

congregation, his church. 'Remember thy congregation which thou hast purchased.' ' Ye are an
holy nation, a purchased people.' ' Feed the church of God which he hath purchased with his own
blood.' • The Holy Spirit of promise is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the
purchased possession,' Psal. Ixxiv. 2; 2 Pet. ii. 9; Acts xx. 28; Eph. i. 14. 'Ye are not your
own ; for ye are bought with a price.' ' Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of
men.' ' Even denying the Lord that bought them.' ' These were bought from among men, being
the first-fruits unto God, and to the Lamb,' 1 Cor. vi. 20; vii. 23; 1 Pet. ii. 1; Rev. xiv. 4. 'The
Son o( man came to give his life a ransom for many.' ' He gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.' ' The ransomed of the Loro shall return and come.' ' 1 will ransom them
from the power of the grave.' ' The Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him,' Matt. xx.
28 ; 1 Tim. ii. 6 ; Isa. xxxv. 10 ; Hos. xiii. 14 ; Jer. xxxi. 1 1. The examples of the sense of the
word 'redeem,' are too numerous to be quoted ; but they may be seen by turning to the follow-
ing passages. Gal. iii. 13; 1 Pet. i. 18; Rev. v. 9; Luke i. 68; Luke xxiv. 21 ; Psal. ciii.

4; xxxiv. 22; xlix. 8 ; xxxi. 5; Ixxiv. 2; evii. 2 ; cxxx. 8; Jer. xv. 21; Hos. xiii. 14; Gal. iv.

5; Tit. ii. 14; Isa. xliii. 1 ; xliv, 22, 23; Iii. 3; Ixiii. 9; Lam. iii. 58—and they will be found on
examination to be quite as uniform as the examples of ' buying,' * purchasing,' and ' ransoming,' and
it posi^ible, more stringent, and more exclusive of every signitication, but the all-pervading one of
purchasing, not blebsings, not grace, not eternal life, not salvation, not any exercise or movement
ol God's love, but souls, the people of Christ, the church of the saved. Much will be gained,
then, and nothing lost, to correct views ol the divine character and the dispensation of mercy, by
following this uniform usage of scripture language, and rejecting Dr. Ridgeley's current phraseology,
as to the objects of Christ's pui chase.
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CHRIST'S KINGLY OFFICE.

QPESTTON XLV. How doth Christ execute the office of a King?

Answer. Christ executeth the office of a King, in tailing out of the world a people to himself,

anil givinij them officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly governs them, in bestowing saving

jirace upon his elect, reward ng their obedience, and correcting them for their sins, preserv ng and

supporting them under all their temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcomiriirall their ene-

mies, and powerfully ordering all things for his own glory, and their own good ; and also in taking

vengeance on the rest who know not God, and obey not the gospel.

The meaning of the word King.

A King i.s a person advanced to the highest dignity. In this .sense the word is

used in scripture, and in our common acceptation of it, as applied to men. More
particularly, it denotes his having dominion over subjects. It is therefore a rela-

tive term ; and the exercise of his dominion is confined within certain limits. But,

as it is applied to God, it denotes universal dominion. The psalmist says, ' God is

the King of all the earth. '"^ In this respect it properly denotes a divine perfection.

That which we are led to consider, in this Answer, is, how Christ is more espe-

cially styled a King, as Mediator. Divines generally distinguish his kingdom into

that which is natural, and that which is mediatorial. The former is founded in

his deity, and not received by commission from the Father ; in which respect he

would have been the Governor of the world, as the Father is, though man had not

fallen and there had been no need of a Mediator. The latter is what we are more
especially to consider, namely, his mediatoral kingdom. This the psalmist intends

when he represents the Father as saying, ' Yet have I set my King upon my holy

hill of Zion.'^i

The method in which we shall speak concerning Christ's kingly office, shall be

to show who are the subjects of it; the manner of his governing them; and the

various ages in which his government is or shall be exercised, together with the

different circumstances relating to its administration.

The Subjects of Christ's Government.

As to the subjects governed by Christ, they are either his people, or his enemies.

The former are, indeed, by nature, enemies to his government, and unwilling to

subject themselves to him ; but they are made willing in the day of his power, are

pleased with his government, and made partakers of its advantages. The latter,

that is, his enemies, are forced to bow down before him, as subdued by him, though
not to him. Hence, with respect to his people and his enemies, he exercises his

government various ways. This leads us to consider the manner in which Christ

exercises his kingly government.

Christ's Government over his People,

We shall first consider Christ's government with re.spect to his people. This
government is either external and visible, or internal anil spiritual. In the latter

view of it, he exerts divine power, and brings men into a state of grace and salva-

tion. The church is eminently the seat of this government. But as tliis will be
farther noticed under a following Answer," we shall, at present, only consider them as

owning his government, by professing tlieir subjection to him, and thereby separ-

ating themselves from the world. Christ governs them, as is observed in this An-
swer, by giving them officers, laws, and censures, and man}* other privileges, which
the members of the visible church are made partakers of, and of which more shall

be said in its proper place. What we shall principally consider, at present, is

m Psal. xlvii. 7. n Psal. ii. 6. o See Quest. Ixii, Ixiii.
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Christ's exercising his spiritual and powerful government over his elect, in those

things which more immediately concern their salvation.

1, Here we may observe their character and temper, before they are brought, in

a saving way, into Christ's kingdom. There is no difference between them and
the rest of the world, who are the subjects of Satan's kingdom. Their hearts are,

by nature, full of enmity and rebellion against him ; and they are suffered some-
times to run great lengths in opposing his government ; and their lives discover a
fixed resolution not to submit to him, whatever be the consequence. ' Other lords,'

says the church, ' have dominion over them.' p ' They serve divers lusts and plea-

sures ;'i ' they walk according to the course of this world, according to the prince

of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience ;'"*

and some of them have reason to style themselves, as the apostle Paul says he was
before his conversion, the chief of sinners." Sometimes, indeed, they meet with

some checks and rebukes of conscience, which, for a while, put them to a stand ;

and they seem inclinable to submit to Christ, being afraid of his vengeance, or their

own consciences suggesting the reasonableness of submitting to him. This issues

in some hasty resolutions, arising from the terror of their own thoughts, or the

prospect of some advantage which will accrue to them, whereby their condition may
be rendered better than what they, at present, apprehend it to be. This again

extorts from them a degree of compliance with the gospel-overture ; especially if

Christ would stoop to those terms which corrupt nature is willing to conform itself

to, or make those abatements which would be consistent with their serving God
and Mammon. In this case, they are like the person whom our Saviour mentions,

who being called, replies, * I go. Sir, and went not.'* Sometimes they promise that

they will submit hereafter, if they may but be indulged in their course of life for

the px'esent, and, like Felix, would attend to these matters at a more convenient

season. Or they are like him who is represented as desiring our Saviour that he

might ' first go and bury his father ;'" by which we are not to understand his per-

forming that debt which the law of nature obliged him to perform to a deceased

parent, which might have been soon discharged, and been no hinderance to his fol-

lowing Christ, but his being desirous to be excused from following him till his father

was dead, and this with a design to gain time, or to ward off present convictions,

his domestic affairs inclining him not immediately to subject himself to Christ, or

to take up his lot with him, or to forsake all and follow him, though he was not

insensible that this was his duty. This is the temper and character of persons

before they are effectually persuaded to submit to Christ's government. The con-

sequence often is their not only losing these convictions, but returning with stronger

resolutions to their former course, and adding greater degrees of rebellion to their

iniquity.

2. There are several methods used by Christ, to bring sinners into subjection to

him ; some of which are principally objective, and, though not in themselves suffi-

cient, yet, necessary to answer this end. First, he gives them to understand that

there is an inevitable necessity of perishing, if they persist in their rebellion against

him. Our Saviour says, ' Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.'* Else-

where, it is said, ' Who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered ?'y It

is said also that ' those his enemies that would not that he should reign over them,
shall be brought forth, and slain before him.'^ This is not only considered in a

general way, as what other sinners are given to expect, but is impressed on the

conscience, and particularly applied to the individual himself, whereby he is con
vinced that his present course is not only dangerous but destructive, and is filled

with that distress and concern of soul which is the beginning of that work of grace

which shall afterwards be brought to perfection.—Again, Christ holds forth his

golden sceptre, and makes a proclamation to sinners to return and submit to him,

and, at the same time, expresses his willingness to receive all who by faith close

with the gospel-overture, and cast themselves at his foot with sincere repentance.

p Isa. xxvi. 13. q Tit. iii. 3. r Eph. ii. 2.
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Thus he says, ' Ilim that comcth to mc, I will in no wise cast out.'^ IIow vile so-

ever they have been, their unwortliiness shall not he a bar to hinder his acceptance

of them. He also shows them their obligations to obey and submit to him, as

their rightful Lord and Sovereign, who claims divine worsliip from them,^ and

what unanswerable engagements they are laid under to render it, irom all that he

did and suffered in life and death, whereby he not only expressed the highest love,

but purchased to himself a peculiar people, who must own him as their King, if

they expect to reap the blessed fruits and effects of his purchase as a Priest.—Fur-

ther, he represents to them the vast advantages which will attend their subjoction

to his government. Not only shall they obtain a full and free pardon of all their

past crimes, and be taken into favour as much as though they had never forfeited

it ; but he will confer on them all those graces which accompany salvation, and

advance them to the highest honour. On this account they are said to be made
' kings and priests unto God.'*= Yea, he will grant them ' to sit with him in his

th.rone :'^ not as sharing any part of his mediatorial glory, but as being near to

him that sits on the tlirone, and having all those tokens of his regard to tliem

which are agreeable to their condition or to the relation they stand in to him as

subjects, lie presents to their view all the promises of the covenant of grace,

which are in his hand to accomplish, and gives them ground to expect all the bless-

ings he hath purchased, assures them that he will admit them to the most delightful

and intimate communion with himself here, that he ' will keep them from falling,'

and, in the end, ' present them faultless before the presence of his glory with ex-

ceeding joy.'® As for their past follies, ingratitude, and rebellion against him, he

tells them, that these shall be passed over, and not laid to their charge ;^ and
that how expedient soever it may be for him to bring them to their remembrance,

to humble them, and enhance their love and gratitude to him, he will, notwithstand-

ing, forgive them.—Again, he gives them to understand what duties he expects

from them, and what are the Laws which all his subjects are obliged to obey. Ac-

cordingly, he will not give forth any dispensation or allowance to sin, which is a re-

turning again to folly ; nor will he suffer them to make their own will the rule ol

their actions, or to live as they list, or to give way to carnal security, negligence,

or indifference, in his service. But they must be always pressing forwards, running

the race ho has set before them with diligence and industry, that they ' be not

slothful, but followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit the pro-

mises, 's and not only so, but 'fervent in spirit, serving the Lord,'^ They must also

have a zeal for his honour, as those who appear to be in good earnest, and prefer

his intei'est to their own ; and this must be tempered with meekness, lest, while

they seem to be espousing his cause, they give ground to conclude that the indulg-

ing of their irregular passions is what they principally design. As for the obedi-

ence he demands of them, it must be universal, with their whole heart, and to the

utmost of their power. Hence, if the duty enjoined be difficult, they must not say,

as some of his followers did, .' This is an hard saying, who can hear it ? '' but rather,

in this case, depend on his grace for strength to enable them to perform it. And,

as tliey are to obey his commanding will, so he tells them they must submit to his

providential will, and therein glority his sovereignty, and reckon every thing good

which he does, inasmuch as it proceeds from a wise and gracious hand, and is ren-

dered subservient to answer the best ends, for his glory and their advantage.

Moreover, he tells them, that whatever obedience they may be enabled to perlorm,

they must ascribe the glory of it, not to themselves, but to him, as he is the Author

and Finisher of faith, and works in them all those graces wliich he requires of

them. When they have thus engaged in his service, and their faces are turned

heavenward, he obliges them never to think of returning to their former state and

company, or subject themselves to the tyranny they are delivered Irom. As the

angel ordered Lot, when he had esca^ied out of Sodom, not so much as to look

back, as one that had a hankering mind to what lie had leit behind him ; or as the

Israelites sinned who longed for tlie onions and garlick and liesh-pots of Egypt,

a John vi. 37. b Pj.al. xlv. 11. c Rev. i. 6. d Riv. iii.2I. e Jude, vcr. 24
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when tLcy were on their journey towards the good land which God had promised

them ; so Christ expects that all his subjects should not only obey him, but that

they should do so with uniainting perseverance, as ' not being of them who draw
back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.'^

We have thus sketched the present obligations and future advantages, together

with the duties which Christ's subjects are engaged to perform ; or the laws of his

kingdom, which he makes known to them, before they are brought into subjection

to him. We may now add, that he presents to them not only the bright, but the

dark side of the cloud, and sets before them the many difficulties and troubles they

are likely to meet with in this world, in common with the rest of his subjects, that

they may not hereafter be under any temptation to complain as if they were dis-

appointed, when things go otherwise than they were given to expect. As, with one

hand, he represents to their view the crown of life ; so, with the other, he holds

forth the cross, which they must take up, and follow him,^ if they would be his

disciples. He does not conceal from them the evils they are likely to meet with

from the world ; but tells them plainly, that they must expect to be ' hated of all

men ior his name's sake,'™ and be willing to part with all things for him, especially

if standing in competition with him ; so that he who loveth father or mother, son,

or daughter, yea, his OAvn life, more than him, is not worthy of him." He tells

them that self-denial must be their daily esercise, that no idol of jealousy must be
set up in their hearts, no secret or darling lust indulged, as being not only con-

trary to the temper and disposition of his subjects, and a dishonour to their char-

acter, but inconsistent with that supreme love which is due to him alone. He also

warns them not to hold any confederacy with his enemies, strictly forbids them to

make any covenant with death and hell, and requires that all former covenants
therewith should be disannulled and broken, as containing a tacit denial of their

allegiance to him.

These are the methods which Christ uses, in an objective way, to bring his peo-

ple into his kingdom. But they are not regarded by the greater part of those

who sit under the sound of the gospel ; nor, indeed, are they effectual to answer
this end in any, till he is pleased to incline and enable them, by his power, to sub-

mit to him. He must first conquer them, before they will obey. Before this, they
had no more than an external overture, or representation of things, in which he
dealt with them as intelhgent creatures, in order to their becoming his subjects

out of choice, as having the strongest motives and inducements to become such.

But his conquering them is an internal work upon the heart, whereby every thing

which hindered their compliance is removed, and they are drawn by that power
without which 'no man can come unto him.'" Their hearts are broken, their

wills renewed, and all the powers and faculties of their souls inclined to subscribe

to his government, as King of saints.

3. This leads us to consider how persons first express their willingness to be
Christ's subjects, what engagements they lay themselves under, and what conse-

quent course they pursue. They cast themselves at his feet with the greatest

humility and reverence, being sensible of their own vileness and ingratitude, and,

at the same time, are greatly affected with his clemency and grace who, notwith-

standing their uuworthiness, invites them to come to him. This they do, not as

desiring to capitulate or stand upon terms with him ; but they are willing that he
should make his own terms, like one who sends a blank paper to liis victorious prince,

that he may write upon it what he pleases, and expresses his willingness to sub-

scribe it. This may be illustrated by the incident of Beuhadad's servants. When
his army was entirely ruined, and he no longer able to make resistance against

Ahab, they presented them.selves before him 'with sackcloth on their loins, and
ropes on their head,' in token of the greatest humility, together with an implicit

acknowledgment of what they had deserved ; and without the usual method of enter-

ing into treaties of peace, the only message they delivered was, ' Thy servant Ben-
hadad saith, I pray thee let me live.'P Thus the humble returning sinner implores

k Heb. X. 39. 1 Matt. xvi. 24. m Matt, x, 22,
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forgiveness, and a right to his life, as an act of grace, at tlic hand of Christ, who
has been represented to him, in the gospel, as a merciful King, and ready to re-

ceive returning sinners. This subjection to Christ is attended with the greatest

love to and desire after him. These thev express to his person and his service, being

constrained by that love and compas.'sion which he hath showed to them, and by those

just ideas which tliey are now brought to* entertain concerning every thing which
belongs to his kingdom and interest.—Again, they consent to be the Lord's by a
solemn a "t of self-dedication or surrender of themselves and all tliey have to him,

AS seeing themselves obliged so to do; and they desire to be his, to all intents and
purposes, his entirely and for ever.—Further, as tliere are many difficult duties

incumbent on Christ's subjects, and many blessings M'liich they hope to receive,

they express their entire dependence on him for grace, to enable them to beliave

themselves agreeably to the obligations they are under, that they may not turn aside

from him, or deal treacherously with him, as being unsteadfast in his covenant.

They also rely on his faitlifulness for the accomplishment of all the promises which
aftbrd matter of relief and encouragement to them ; and their doing so is accom-
panied with a fixed purpose or resolution to wait on him, in all his ordinances, as

means appointed by him, in wliich they hope to obtain those blessings they stand

in need of. Moreover, this is done with a solemn withdrawing themselves from,

and renouncing and testifying their abhorrence of, those to whom they were formerly

in subjection, whose interest is contrary to and subversive of Christ's government.
These they count to be their greatest, yea, their only enemies ; and they proclaim

open war against them, and that with a fixed resolution, by the grace of God, to

pursue it to the utmost,—like the courageous soldier, who, having drawn his sword,

tlirows away the scabbard, as one who will not leave off fighting till he has gained
a complete victory. Their resolution, too, is increased by .that hatred which they
entertain against sin, and is exercised in proportion to it. The enemies against

whom they engage are the world, the flesh, and the devil; and the motives which
induce them are, that these are enemies to Christ, and stand in the way of his sal-

vation. Now, that they may manage this warfare with success, they take to them-
selves 'the whole armour of God,' described by the apostle, •! which is both offensive

and defensive. They also consider themselves obliged to shun all treaties or pro-

posals made to them to turn them aside from Christ, and to avoid every thing
which may prove a snare or temptation to them, or tentrto Christ's dishonour.

We may add, that the subject of Christ's government has a due sense of his ob-

ligation to endeavour to deliver others from their servitude to sin and Satan, to en-

courage those who are almost persuaded to submit to Christ, and to strengthen the
hands of those who have already entered into his service, and who are engaged
with him in the same warfare against his enemies, and pursuing the same dcsiafu

conducive to his glory. The methods he takes, in order to this end, are truly

warrantable, and becoming the servants of Christ. lie is not like the Scribes and
Pharisees, who were very zealous to gain proselytes to their interest, when they
had done which, ' they made them twofold more the children of hell than them-
selves. ' But he makes it his business to convince those with whom he converses,

that they are subject to the greatest tyranny of tliose who intend nothing but their

ruin, that they serve those who have no right to their service, and, that the only-

way to obtain liberty is to enter into Christ's service, and then they will be ' free

indeed.'^ Moreover, he endeavours to remove the prejudices, and answer all objec-

tions which Satan usually brings, or furnishes his subjects with, against Christ

and his government. If they say, with the daughters of Jerusalem, * What is thy
beloved more than another beloved ?' he has many things to say in his commen-
dation. As the church is brought in using various metaphorical expressions to set

forth his glory, so he joins with her in ascribing that comprehensive character to

him which contains the sum of all that words can express :
' lie is altogetlier lovely

;

this is my beloved, and this is my friend, daughters of Jerusalem.'* This is the
way in which Christ's subjects engage against and oppose Satan's kingdom.

But let it be observed, that the opposition is mutual. When persons are delivered

q Eph. vi. 11—17. r . att. xxiii. 15. s Johji viii. 36. t Cant. v. 9, 16.
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out of tiie power of darkness, and translated into Christ's kingdom, they are not to

expect to be wholly free from the assaults of their spiritual enemies. These often

gain great advantages against them, from the remains of corrupt nature in the best

of men. The devil is represented, by the apostle, as ' a roaring lion who walketh

about, seeking whom he may devour.'" Sometimes he gives disturbance to Christ's

subjects, by inclining men to exercise their persecuting rage and fury against the

church, designing hereb}^ to work upon their fear. At other times, he endeavours,

as it were, by methods of bribery, to engage unstable persons in his interest, by
the overture of secular advantage ; or else, to discourage some, by pretending that

religion is a melancholy thing, and that they who embrace it are likely to strive against

the stream, and meet with nothing but what will make them uneasy in the world.

The opposition thus directed against Christ's kingdom, often proves very discourag-

ing to his subjects—But there are attempts of another nature often used to amuse,

discourage, and destroy their peace, by taxing them with hypocrisy, and pretend-

ing that all their hope of an interest in Christ's favour and protection is but a de-

lusion, and that it had been better for them not to have given in their names to him,

as the only consequence will be the enhancing of their condemnation. If the pro-

vidences of God be dark and afflictive, Satan endeavours to suggest to them hard

thoughts of Christ, and to make them question his goodness and faithfulness,

and to say, with the psalmist, ' Verily, I have cleansed my heart in vain, and

washed my hands in innocency.''^ And, when God is pleased, at any time, for wise

ends, to deny them his comforting presence, the enemy is ready to persuade them,

as the psalmist represents some as saying, that 'there is no help for them in God.'?

These methods are often used by the enemies of Christ's kingdom, to weakein the

hands of his subjects ; whereby the exercise of their graces is often interrupted,

and they are hurried into many sins, through the violence of tem.ptation. They
shall not, however, wholly revolt. Grace may be foiled, and weakened ; but it shall

not be utterly extinguished. Though they be guilty of many failures and miscar-

riages, which discover them to be in an imperiect state ; yet they are preserved

from relapsing into their former state. Not only so, but they are often enabled to

prevail against their spiritual enemies. In this the concern of Christ for their good

eminently discovers itself. And, if the advantage gained against them be occa-

sioned by their going in the way of temptation, or not behig on their guard, or not

using those means which might prevent their being overcome, it is overruled by
Chi'ist to humble them and make them more watchful for the future. Or if God has

left them to themselves, that he may show them the sin and folly of their self-con-

fidence, or reliance on their own strength, their fall will be a means to induce them
to be more dependent on him for the future, as well as importunate with him, by
faith and prayer, for that grace which is sufficient to prevent their total and final

apostacy, as well as to recover them from their present backslidings. These many
weaknesses and defects which give them so much uneasiness, will also induce them
to sympathize with others in a similar condition ; and the various methods which
Christ takes for their recovery, will render them skilful in directing othei'S how to

escape or disentangle themselves from the snare in which they have been taken,

and which has given them so much uneasiness.

We might here have enlarged on that particular branch of the subject which re-

spects the warfare that is to be carried on by every one who enlists himself under
Christ's banner, and owns him to be his riglitful Lord and sovereign. This occu-

pies a very considerable part of tlie Christian life. He is said 'to wrestle not' only
' against flesh and blood, but against princijialitics, against powers, against the

rulers of the darkness of this world,' and ' against spiritual wickedness in high

places.'^ Elsewhere, too, we read of 'the flesh lusting against the Spirit, and the

{Spirit against the flesh.''' But as this will be considered under a following An-
swer, in whicli we shall be led to speak of the imperfection of sanctification in be-

lievers, together with the reasons of it,*^ we pass it over at present.

4. Let us now consider how Christ deals with his subjects after he has brought them

u 1 Prt. V. 8. X Psal, Ixxiii. 13. y Psal. iii. 2.
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into his kingdom, and inclined and enabled tliem to submit to his government.

This is expressed in the Answer we are explaining, in several particulars.—Fnst,

he rewards their obedience. This supposes that he requires that they should obey

him, and that their obedience should be constant and universal, otherwise they

deserve not the character of subjects. As to Christ's regard to this obedience,

though men in rendering it are not profitable to God, as they are to themselves or

to one another, yet it shall not go unrewarded. The blessings which Christ con-

fers on them are sometimes styled a reward ; inasmuch as there is a certain connec*

tion between their duty and interest, or their obeying and being made blessed.

This blessedness is properly the reward of what Christ has done ;
though his people

esteem it as an act of the highest favour. In this sense he rewards their obedience ;

and that either by increasing their graces, and establishing their comforts here, or

bv bringing them to perfection hereafter.—But as their obedience is, at present,

very iniperfect, which tends very much to their reproach, and affords matter of

daily humiliation before God, it is added, in the Answer we are considering, that

Christ corrects them for their sins. This is truly one of the advantages of his

government. Though it is certain that afflictions, absolutely considered, are not to

be desired ;
yet as they are sometimes needful,'' and conducive to our spiritual

advantage, they are included in the gracious dispensation of Christ's government,

as ' by these things men live.' '^ How much soever nature dreads them, yet Christ's

people consider them as designed for their good ; and they, therefore, not only

submit to them, but conclude that in afflicting them, he deals well with them. As

we are far from blaming the skilful surgeon, who sets a bone that is out of joint, or

cuts off a limb when the amputation of it is necessary to save our lives, though neither

of these can be done without great pain ; so, when God visits our transgressions

with the rod, and our iniquities with stripes, we reckon that he deals with us as a

merciful and gracious Sovereign, and not as an enemy, his design being to heal our

backslidings, and prevent a worse evil from ensuing.—Further, Christ preserves

and supports his subjects under all their temptations and sufferings. There are

two sorts of temptations mentioned in scripture. One sort are those which are

merely providential, and which are designed as trials of faith and patience. ' My
brethren, count it all joy,' says the apostle James, 'when ye fall into divers tempta-

tions, knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.'*^ The apostle

Paul' also, spt'aking of the persecutions which he met with from the Jews, calls

them 'temptations.'^ But. besides these, there are other temptations which arise

from sin, Satan, and the world, whereby endeavours are used more directly to draw

Christ's subjects from their allegiance to him. Thus it is said, ' Every man is tempt-

ed, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed;'^ and elsewhere, 'They

tliat will be rich,' that is.'who take indirect means to attain that end, or who make

it the o-rand design of life, 'fall into temptation, and a snare, and into many fool-

ish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 'K The devil,

also, who has a great hand in managing these temptations, and solicits us to com-

ply with them, is, for that reason, called, by way of eminence, 'the tempter.''' In

both these respects, believers are exposed to great danger, by reason of temptations,

and need either to be preserved from, or supported under them, that they may not

prove their ruin. Now, Christ thus preserves and supports them, in managing the

affairs of his kingdom of grace for their advantage ; and herein that promise is ful-

filled to them, ' There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man
;

but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able,

but will, with the temptation, also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to

bear it.'' Again. Christ powerfully orders all things for his own glory, and his

people's good. All things are said to 'work together for good ;'" and in their doing

so, his wisdom, as well as his goodness, is illustrated. Sometimes, indeed, his people

cannot see from the beginning of an afflictive providence to the end of it, or what

advantao-e God designsby it; and in such a case we may apply to them those words

of our Saviour to Peter, though spoken with another view, ' What I do thou know-

b 1 P- 1 i. 6. c IsH. xxxviii. 16. d James i. 2, 3. e Acts xx. 19. f James i. 14.
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est not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.'^ This will eminently appear, when
they shall see how every step which Christ has taken in the management of his

government, has had a subserviency to promote their spiritual advantage here, and

their everlasting salvation hereafter.

Christ's Government toward his Enemies,

Having considered how Christ executes his kingly office, more especially towards

his people, who are his faithful subjects, we are now to speak concerning the exer-

cise of his kingly government towards his enemies. He is not their King, as was

iormerly observed, by consent, or voluntary subjection to him; nor do they desire

to own his authority, or yield obedience to his laws. Yet they are, notwithstand-

ing, to be reckoned the subjects of his government.

1. This government is exercised in setting bounds to their power and malice, so

that they cannot do what they would against his cause and interest in the world.

How far soever he may suffer them to proceed to the disadvantage of his people ;

yet he is able to crush them in a moment. And when he sees their rage, and how
they set themselves against him with their combined force and insult, as if they

had brought their designs to.bear, and could not doubt the success of them, he tells

them plainly, that 'they imagine a vain thing,' and that 'he that sitteth in the

heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall have them in derision.'™ The reason is very

obvious ; it is, that God is greater than man. Though it would be a dishonour to

him to say, that he is the author of sin, yet it redounds to his glory that he sets

bounds and limits to it, and overrules it by his wisdom to his own glory. Accord-

ingly, it is said, ' Surely, the wrath of man shall praise thee ; the remainder of

wrath shalt thou restrain.'"

2. Christ has exercised his kingly government in gaining a victory over his

enemies. This he did, when ' he spoiled principalities and powers, and made a
show of them openly, triumphing over them in his cross.' It was done by him,

indeed, when he was in the lowest depths of his sufferings, and in a more eminent

degree exercised his priestly office ; yet, in some respects, he is said, at that time,

to have exercised his kingly power, and that in a very triumphant manner, as is

here expressed. Elsewhere also he is said, ' through death, to have destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil.' ° Hereby he purchased those

restraints which the powers of darkness were brought under more than they were

before. Satan's chain was hereby shortened, and his subjects delivered out of his

hand, being ransomed by the blood of Christ. As the consequence, they were
afterwards persuaded to withdraw their necks from that yoke which they were for-

merly under, by the power of that grace which attended the preaching of the gos-

pel, whereby they were subjected to Christ's government. Moreover, our Saviour

tells his people, that he had 'overcome the world ;'p not only because he had, in

his own Person, escaped its pollution, and not been entangled in its snares, nor

hindered in the work he was engaged in, by the afflictions and injurious treatment

which he met with from it ; but because he had procured for them those victories

over it whereby they shall be made 'more than conquerors through him that loved

them.'

3. Christ's kingly government is, and shall hereafter more eminently be, exer-

cised towards his enemies, in punishing them for all their rebellions against him.

Tliere are reserves of vengeance laid up in store, and more vials of wrath, which

shall be poured forth on Satan, and all the powers of darkness. This they are not

without some terrible apprehensions of, from the knowledge they have of God, as

a just judge. Hence, they are said to 'believe and tremble. 'i As to all his

other enemies, he will ' break them with a rod of iron ; he will dash them in pieces

like a polter's vessel,'' or bring them forth, and slay them before him.^
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The Periods of Christ's Government.

Having shown how Christ's kingly government is exercised toward his people and

his enemies, we are led to consider the various seasons, or ages, in which it has

been, or shall be exercised, together with the different circumstances relating to its

administration in these ages. As soon as man fell, and thereby stood in need of

a mediator to recover him, Christ was revealed as one who had undertaken liis re-

covery, and as a victorious King, who should break and destroy that power which

had brouglit him into subjection. Now, there are various periods, or seasons, in

which he has executed his kingly office, or shall continue so to do.

1. lie did this before his incarnation, during which time his government, as to

its effects, was visible, as extended to all those who were saved under the Old Tes-

tament dispensation. They were subdued and defended by his divine power then

exerted on their behalf, as well as discharged from condemnation, by virtue of the

sacritice which, in the fulness of time, he was to offer for them. We have already

shown how he executed his prophetic office during this interval.* Now we must
consider him as exercising his kingly office. The majestic way in which he de-

livered the law from mount Sinai, was a glorious display of it ; and the theocracy

which the Israelites were under, which is described in scripture as a governrnent dis-

tinct from all others, and excelling them in glory, and the subserviency of it to their

salvation, was a farther evidence that he was their King. This he evinced, at one

time, by his appearing to Joshua, as 'the Captain of the Lord's hosts.' At an-

other time it was represented in an emblematic way, when he was seen by the pro-

phet Isaiah, as 'sitting upon a throne, and his train filling the temple.' In the

book of Psalms, he is frequently acknowledged by the church as their ' King.'

There it is said concerning him, ' Thy throne, God, is for ever and ever ; the

sceptre of thy kingdom is a riglit sceptre.'** In many other places, he is described

as ' the King, the .Lord of hosts,' not only as predicting the future exercise of his

government, but as denoting what he was at that time. It was also said concern-

ing him, ' Is not the Lord in Zion ? Is not her King in her?'^ And when God
declares that he had advanced him to his mediatorial dignity, and ' set him on his

holy hill of Zion,' ' the kings and judges of the earth' are exhorted to ' serve him
with fear,' and, in token of their willingness to be his subjects, 'to kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and they perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a
little. 'y

2. After his incarnation, when lie first came into the world, he was publicly

owned, by the wise men who came from the east, as one who ' was born King of

the Jews ;' and the gifts which they presented to him of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh, ^ the best presents which their country afforded, were designed to signify

that homage wliich was due to him, as one whom God had appointed to be the

King of his church, though his external mien and the circumstances of his birtli

contained no visible marks of regal dignity. While he conversed with his people,

in tlie exercise of his public ministry, he gave them frequent intimations of his

kingly character. He described the nature of his kingdom as spiritual, and not of

tliis world ; and, when one of his followers addressed him as ' the Son of God, and
the King of Israel,' so far frdhi reproving him, as ascribing to him a glory which
did not belong to him, he not only commends his faith as expressed in the confession,

but gives him to understand that he should have a greater evidence Of the truth

of his kingly dignity, when 'he should see heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon him.'^ In the dose of his life, also, when he
entered into Jerusalem, with a design to give himself up to the rage and fury of

his enemies, providence, as it were, extorted a confession of his regal dignity, from
the unstable multitude, and, at the same time, designed to fulfil what was foretold

by the propliet Zecliariah, when he says, ' Kejoice greatly, daughter of Zion
;

shout. U daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh unto thee ; he is just,

t See Sect. ' The Fcriods of Christ's ministering as a Prophet,' under Quest, xliii.

u Psal. xlv. 6. X Jer. viii. 19. y Ps. ii. 6, 10, 12. z Matt. ii. 2, com-
paied with verse 11. a John i. 41)—51.
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and having salvation, lowlj, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt, tlie foal of an

ass.'^ Their saying, ' Hosanna: blessed is the King of Israel, that cometh in the

name of the Lord,''= was the result of a present conviction of this matter, though
it did not long abide, and, bv their uttering it, they were, as it were, condemned
out of their own mouths. Again, when Pilate asked him, in plain terms, ' Art
thou the King of the Jews?' he publicly professed himself to be so. He gave him
to understand, however, that ' his kingdom was not of this world ;' and on this ac-

count, the apostle says, that ' before Pontius Pilate he witnessed a good confes-

sion,' and he styles him, ' King of kings, and Lord of^lords.'*^

3. Christ still executes his kingly office in that glorified state in which he now is.

This the apostle intimates, in an allusion to the custom of kings in their solemn
triumphs over their enemies. As these threw medals amongst the people to per-

petuate the remembrance of their victories, and bestowed donatives, or peculiar

marks of favour, on occasion of their triumphs ; so, says the apostle, ' Christ as-

cended up on high,' having 'led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.'^
There are undeniable proofs of his regal dignity in this exalted state, in the bless-

ings which his church, in this world, receives as the result of it, as well as in the

honours which are paid him by the inhabitants of heaven. The Socinians, indeed,

will not allow that he executed his kingly office on earth. But their opinion is

contrary to the account we have of his executing it in his humble state, as above-

mentioned. We must suppose, therefore, that, when Christ entered into his glory,

he did not begin to reign ; though, from that time, he has exercised his government
in a ditlerent manner. On this account, the gospel-dispensation which ensued, is

called, by way of eminence, ' his kingdom ;' and, because this dispensation began
upon his ascension into heaven, it is sometimes called, in the New Testament, 'the

kingdom of heaven.' I need not add much concerning the present exercise of his

kingly government, as the greater part of what has been said under this Answer
has a particular reference to it. It was after his ascension into heaven that the

gospel church was established, which is sometimes called his visible kingdom. Then
it was that the laws and ordinances by which it was to be governed were made known
to it ; together with the peculiar privileges which were then bestowed upon it, as

the effects of Christ's royal bounty. . Then the Spirit was sent, and, by his assist-

ance, the gospel was preached to all nations, saving grace plentifully bestowed on
multitudes, who were enabled to subject themselves to Christ, as King of saints.

In this manner, the Saviour has hitherto exercised his kingly government, and will

do until his second coming.

The Millennial Beign of Christ.

Here we shall take occasion to consider what is advanced by several concerning
Christ's reigning a thousand years on earth, which, they suppose, will intervene

between the present administration of the affairs of his kingdom, and the saints

reigning with him in heaven for ever. This opinion has not only the countenance
of many ancient writers, who have defended it ; but it seems to be founded on several

scriptures. Hence, we shall be led, in considering this subject, rather to inquire

into the true sense of those scriptures which speak of Christ's reigning on earth,

than to deny that he M'ill, in any sense, reign therein in a way circumstantially

different from that in which he now administers the affairs of his kingdom. Here
we shall consider what is advanced concerning this matter, by some who assert

many things relating to it, which stand in need of stronger arguments to defend
them than have hitherto been brought ; and then we shall consider how far we
have ground from scripture to say, that Christ shall reign on earth, and all his

saints who shall live in it with him, and what we may conclude to be the true sense

of those scriptures which are brought in defence of Christ's personal reign.

The opinions of those who treat on this subject are so different, that to treat dis-

tinctly of them all, would be too great a diversion from my general design. The
diversity of these opinions also renders it more difficult to lay down the state of the

b Zech. ix. 9. c John xii. 13. d 1 Tim. vi. 13, 15. Epli. iv. 8.
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qiustioii in a few words. However, I shall briefly attempt this. And, that we
nuiy proceed with greater clearue.><s, I shall con.«ider what i.s asserted by several

writers, concerning Christ's personal reign on earth, which shall be in the latter

end of the world, and is to continue, from the time that it commences, a thousand
years.

Some have supposed that this reign of a thousand years includes the whole
compass of time in which Christ shall judge tlie world. This is called, indeed,

in scripture, ' a day ;' but it cannot reasonably be supposed that it .shall extend to

no more than the space of twenty-four liours. They suppose, therefore, that it

sliall extend to the space of a thousand years. This opinion they found partly on
that scripture, * A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday, wlien it is

past;'*' and more especially on the apostle's words, ' One day is Mith tlie Lord as

a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.'*'' This passage they apply,

in particular, to the day of judgment, which is spoken of in the verse immediately
preceding. As we have ground to believe, too, that tlie judgment shall take place

on earth, and that, when Christ judges the world, it may be truly said he exercises

his kingly office in a most glorious manner, they conclude that this reign of a
thousand years includes all the time which he will occupy in judging the world.

But, even in this matter, all do not agree in their sentiments. Some think that,

in this judicial process, none are to be judged but the saints, who, being acquitted

by him, are said to reign with him ; that, in order to this, they shall be raised

from the dead, which they suppose to be meant by ' the first resurrection ;' and
that the rest of mankind shall not be raised till the thousand years are finished.^

But this opinion seems not agreeable to the account we have elsewhere in scripture

of Christ's raising the dead, coming to judgment, and determining the state, both
of tlie righteous and the wicked, as what is to be done in or near the same time,

each of these being distinct branches ©f the same solemnity. "What makes the
opinion still more probable is, that, in tlie same scripture in which wc have an ac-

count of the reign of a thousand years, it immediately follows that, when these
years shall be expired, Satan will be loosed out of his prison, and sufl'ered ' to de-

ceive the nations ;' and then we read of other enemies which the church sliall have,
concerning whom it is said, that 'they shall be gathered together to battle,' and
that they went ' up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city.' Now all this is said to be done between the
end of the reign of a thousand years, and the general judgment, when ' the dead,
small and great, shall be raised, the books opened, and all judged out of those
things that are written therein, according to their works.' Hence, this opinion, as
to the reign of a thousand years, including the time in which Christ shall appear
in this world to judge his saints, does not seem to be the sense of that scripture on
which the opinion is supposed to be founded.''

The more common opinion, which is defended by several ancient and modern
Chiliasts, or Millenarians, as they are generally called, is that our Lord Jesus
Christ shall, some time in the last days, before he comes to the final judgment, ap-
pear in this world, in his human nature, and dwell and reign among its inhabitants,
in such a way, as may render it a kind of middle state between that which the
church is now in, and heaven,—more glorious than the former, and yet very much
inferior to tlie latter. They suppose that there are several things which shall go
immediately before it, as tending to usher in the glory of that kingdom. One of
these things is the conversion of the Jews, which is to be etlected at once. In order
to this, some conclude that the dispensation of miracles shall be revived ; whicb
they argue from the fact, that all the remarkable changes which have been made
in the attairs of the church, have been introduced by miracles. The Jews, also,

more than any other nation in the world, have been desirous of a conviction by
such a method as this. Moreover, it is supposed, that, at the same time, those
scrij)tures which foretell a greater fulness of the Gentiles, or the conversion of
many who still remain in the darkness of heathenism, shall have their accomplish-
ment in an eminent degree ; that this shall also proceed from, and be attended

I Psal. xc. 4. g 2 Pet. iii. 8. h Rev. xx. 5. i Rev. xx. 12.
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with, a greater degree of the euusion of the Spirit ; that the consequence will be
a more glorious light shining throughout the world, than has ever been ; and that

these two, the Jews and the Gentiles, shall be joined together in one body, under
Christ, their visible and glorious Head. Moreover, some suppose that Jerusalem,
and the countries round about it, shall be the principal seat of this kingdom, to

which these new converts shall repair ; so that, as there the glorious scene ol the
gospel was first opened, there also the glorj of Christ's personal reign shall begin.

Others add, that, at this time, the temple at Jerusalem shall be built, which shall

far exceed in glory that which was built bj Solomon, and that the New Jerusalem
shaU be also built and adorned in a magnificent way, agreeable to what is said of

it in scripture,** which they understand in a literal sense. In this I must take leave

to differ from them ; though not in what was just now hinted, concerning the con-

version of the Jews, and the fulness of the Gentiles, going before it.

Though some suppose that the general conflagration, spoken of by the apostle

Peter,* shall be after this reign of a tliousand years, which is certainly the more
probable opinion

;
yet others have concluded that it shall be before it, and that

' the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,' which believers, 'according to

God's promise, look for,' shall arise out of the ruins of the old. This is the opin-

ion of a late writer,™ who advances many things concerning tlie antediluvian world,

as well as concerning this new one, with an elegancy of style which is very enter-

taining, and who, in many instances, runs counter to the sentiments of all that

went before him, and produces a work tlian which a more ingenious romance is

hardly extant. But as, for the most part, he brings in scripture to give counte-
nance to what he advances, and lays down a peculiar scheme concerning tlie

millennium, I cannot wholly pass it over. He supposes, that the reign of Christ

on earth shall be ushered in by a general conflagration, in which all the inhabit-

ants must necessarily be consumed, and the wovhi reduced into a second chaos by
fire. And, as his master Dcs Cartes describes the form of the world when first

created, and how the various particles of matter were disposed, in order to its being
brought to that perfection to which it afterwards arrived ; so he describes tlie form
to which the world shall be reduced by this conflagration, out of which the new
world shall be framed. Having done this, and being at a loss to find out inhabit-

ants for it, he supposes that the dead shall be raised. To this part of his theory,

he applies what is said in scripture concerning ' the first resurrection ;' and tlien,

he says, the reign of a thousand years begins. But he is much more at a loss, as

might easily be supposed, to account for Gog and Magog, the enemies of the church,

which shall give it great disturbance at the close of this period. As he cannot

easily suppose them to be raised from the dead for this end, he fancies that they
shall spring out of the earth ; and this supposition so much embarrasses his scheme,
that, whatsoever scriptures he brings in its defence, it must be esteemed, by im-
partial judges, to be attended with the greatest absurdities.

There are others who suppose, that the general conflagration shall not be till the

end of the thousand years' reign ; and who, nevertheless, conclude that the dead
shall be raised, more particularly those who are designed to reign with Christ.

With respect to this, the sentiments of persons are somewhat difterent. Some sup-

pose that none shall be raised, at this time, but those who have suffered martyr-

dom for Christ's sake ; and that this is the meaning of that expression, ' I saw the

souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,

and tliey lived and reigned a thousand years.''* Others suppose, that because

many who have not suffered death for Christ's sake have, in other respects, passed

through an equal number of persecutions and reproaches in life, and were I'eady to

suffer martyrdom, had they been called to it, are not excluded ; that, therefore,

all the saints shall be raised from the dead, as the apostle says, ' The dead in Christ

shall rise first, '° that is, a thousand years before the wicked ; that this event is in-

tended by what is styled ' the first resurrection ;
' and that the saints shall not rise

to be received immediately into heaven, but shall be fii'st openly acknowledged,

k Rev. xxi. 10—27. 1 2 Pet. iii. 7, 13. m Vide Burnet. Tellur. Tlitor. LI), iv

II Rev. XX. 4. o 1 Thess. iv. 16.
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and acquitted by Christ, tlie Judge of all, and tlun rei-n with him on earth through-
( u' t!,c whole period of the thousand years.

Others suppose that, during the tliousand years' reign, the public ordinances of
(^od s worshij), namely, the preaching of tlie word, the administration of the sacra-
ments, and tlie present order an<l discipline of churches, shall entirely cease. To
this opmion they accommodate the sense of some scriptures ; for example, that iu
wliich It IS said, concerning the New Jerusalem, that 'there was no temple therein.'
that 'the city had no need of tlie sun, nor of the moon to shine in it ;'p and that
in which tlie apostle says, that the church, in celebrating tlie Lord's Supper, was
to

;

show tlie Lord's deatli till he come.'i They suppose the meaning of the latter
scripture to be that the church was to observe the ordinance of the Lord's Supper
till lie shall come to reign upon earth, and no longer.

There are some who entertain very carnal notions of the saints' reigning with
Uirist, inconsistent with perfect holiness ; and who speak of pleasures they shall
then enjoy which are more agreeable to Mahomet's paradise than to the hfe of
saints admitted to those privileges wliich they suppose them to be partakers of.
borne proceed yet further in their wild and ungrounded fancies, and think that a
small number of the wicked shall be left in the world to be, as it were, slaves to
the saints. But all these notions are inconsistent with the spirituality of Christ's
kingdom. Such extremes many who have defended Christ's personal reign on
eartli have unwarily run into ; among whom are some ancient writers, who have
led the way to others, who speak of it as the generally received opinion of the
I'athers in the three first centuries.-- These Fathers, however, are not much to be
depended on, as to the sense they give of scripture, any more than those who have
lived m later ages

; especially in those things which they advance that seem to be
inconsistent with the spirituality of Christ's kingdom. But if their general account
ot the tliousand years' reign appear to be contrary to scripture, what they farther
say concerning it, as well as others who improve upon their scheme, is much more
remote from it, when they speak of the building of Jerusalem, of that being the
principal seat of Christ's reign, and of several things of such a nature and contain-
ing so great a reproach on Christ's kingdom, that I forbear to mention them, while
1 suppose that there are very few who will think them consistent with the charac-
ter of saints. These things gave disgust to Augustin, who, at first, adhered to
their opinion, but afterwards was justly prejudiced against it.'

We have thus given a brief account of the different sentiments of many who treat
in their writings of Christ's personal reign. Some are maintained by persons of

T ,. ,, P Re^'- xxi. 22. 23. q 1 Cor. xi. 26.
r Justin Martyr seems to speak of it, not only as his own opinion, hut as that which was gener-

ally held by the orthodox in his day, joins the belief of it with that of the resurrection of the .lead
and supposes it to he toun.led on the writings of some of the prophets. Vid. Justin Martvr. Dialog.cum irvpll. Jud. p^jje 'Mt~. Eyu h, xai u rms Uf„ t^^cyyuftovu xclto. vit,Ta. X^irriayo,.' kki rm^xei
a»a<rra„v yt^r.^trBa, ir.jrafii^a, *«/ x'^'cc irmvh^ovf^Xrfc cxclc/^r.^t.^n xa, Kc,rf^„au,r„ xa, ^Xxrv,du,«
o,ir^o<prTai U^tX'lX, xa, Uraius, xu, ol aXXo, 'c(t.c\oycva,^ IreiiffiUS (Vid. advers. i^ajr. lib. V. cap
J.i.)notonl> j:ives into tins opinion, but intimat.s, that it was brought into the church before
Ills time by one I a(,ias. contiinporary with Polvcarp, and that he received it from those who had it
imparted to them by the apostle John. IJut Eusebius, (Vid. Euseb. Hist. Ec. les. lib. lii. cap. 33.)
though he speaks concerning this Papias, as one who was intimate with Polvcarp. yet represents
him as a vtr> w.ak man. so that there is little credit to he given to his account of this matter, as
agreeable to th.- apostlt- s sintiments or writings. Irenajus himself, in the place before-mentioiied,
cites a passage out ot the same author, which he pretends he receive<i from those that had it from
the apostle John, concerning a certain time, in which there shall be vines which will pre duce ten
thousand branches, and each ot these as many smaller bianches, and each of these small branches
ha\

te

if
_ __

to what he says concerning this opinion, especially as he explains it as transmitted to the church
liy the apostle John. Teituliian also is mentioned as giving some occasional hints, which show
that he was ot this opinion. And Lactantius. u ho. in his Ciceronian st\l.. describes the happy

have ten thousand twigs, and every twig shall bear ten thousand clusters of grapes, and every clus-
ter ten thousand grapes. This shows that the man was ready to swallow any fable he heard ; and.
It It was told him so. his lathering it upon the apostle discovers hou little credit «as to he given

condition that the cliunh shall he in. (without having much regard to those spiritual privilege'
that ir shall enjoy, in which sense the predictions of the prophets, concerning it, are principally t(
he undeisiood,) takes his plan more es|)ecially from some things that are sai.i concerning it, in the
bybilline oracles. Vid. Lactant. de Vita Beat. lib. vii. cap. 2i. et Epitom. cap. 11.

s Vid. Aug. de Ciy. Dei, lib. XX. cap. 7,

to
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great worth and judgment, and seem more agreeable to the sense of those scriptures

which are brought to delend them, than others. These ought to be farther consid-

ered, that it may appear whether they are just or not. As for those -which can

hardly be called any other than romantic, and have little more to support them
than the ungrounded conjectures of those who advance them, and are so far from

agreeing with the general scope and design of scripture, that they contain a reflec-

tion on the methods of Christ's government, rather than an expedient to advance it,

they carry in themselves their own confutation, and nothing farther needs be said in

opposition to them. Before we proceed to consider how far Christ's reign on earth

may be defended, and in what other respects several things which are asserted re-

lating to some circumstances which they suppose will attend it, do not seem to be

sufficiently founded on scripture, we shall take leave to premise some things, in

general, relating to the method in which this subject ought to be managed.

So far as scripture plainly gives countenance to the doctrine in general, that the

administration of Christ's government, in this world, shall be attended with great

glory, and shall abundantly tend to the advantage of his church, it is a subject of

too great importance to be passed over with neglect, as if we had no manner of

concern in it, or as if it were a matter of mere speculation ; for certainly all scrip-

ture is written for our learning, and ought to be studied and improved by us, to

the glory of God, and our own edification. As to those texts which speak of Christ's

government as exercised in this world, not only do they contain matters awful and
sublime, but our having just ideas of these will be a direction to our faith, when
we pray for the farther advancement of Christ's kingdom, as we are bound daily to

do. We must take heed, however, that we do not give too great scope to our fancy,

by framing imaginary schemes of our own, and then bringing in scripture, not with-

out some violence offered to the sense of it, to give countenance to them. Nor
ought we to acquiesce in such a sense of scripture, brought to support this doctrine,

as is evidently contrary to other scriptures, or to the nature and spirituality of

Christ's government. We must also take it for granted, that some of those scrip-

tures which relate to this matter are hard to be understood, and that, therefore, a
humble modesty becomes us in treating it, rather than to censure those who differ

from us, as if they had departed from that faith which is founded on the most ob-

vious and plain sense of scripture, especially if they maintain nothing which is de-

rogatory to the glory of Christ. This rule we shall endeavour to observe, in what
remains to be considered on this subject.

As most allow that there is a sense in which Christ's kingdom shall be attended

with greater circumstances of glory than it is at present, we shall proceed to show
how it shall be advanced, in this lower world, beyond what it is at present; and we
shall show this in a way which agrees very well with the sense of several scriptures

relating to the subject, without going into some extremes which many have run into

who plead for Christ's personal reign on earth in a way in which it cannot easily

be dei'ended. We freely own, as what we think agreeable to scripture, that as

Christ has, in aU ages, displayed his glory as King of the church, so we have
ground to conclude, from scripture, that the administration of his government in

this world, before his coming to judgment, will be attended with greater magnifi-

cence, more visible marks of glory, and various occurrences of providence, which
sliall tend to the welfare and happiness of his church, in a greater degree than has
been beheld or experienced by it, since it was planted by the ministry of the apos-

tles after his ascension into heaven. This we think to be the sense, in general, of

those scriptures, both in the Old and in the New Testament, which speak of the

latter-day glory. Some of the proplicts seem to look farther than the first preach-

ing of the gospel, and the glorious display of Christ's government which attended

it- These were, in part, an accomplishment of some of their predictions, but they

were not wholly so ; for there are some expressions made use of by them which seem
as yet not to have had their accomplishment. Of the former kind are the expres-

sions of the prophet Isaiah, when he speaks of 'the glory of the Lord, as arising,'

and being 'seen upon' the church, and of the 'Gentiles coming to this light,' and
'kings to the brightness of it;'' and many other things to the same purpose, which

t Isa. Ix. 1. et seq.
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denote the glorious privileges that tlic gospel-clmrch should enjoy. Tliough these,

in a spiritual sense, may. in a great mea.-^ure, l)e sup|)osed to be already accom-
plished ; yet there are other things which he foretells concerning the church which
do not yet appear to have had their accomplishment. He says, for example,
• Thy gates shall be open continually ; they sliall not be shut day nor night, '

" as

denoting the church's being perfectly free from all those afflictive dispensation.s of

providence which should tend to hinder the preaching and success of the gospel.

He says, also, ' Violence shall be no more lieard in thy land, wasting nor destruc-

tion within thy borders ;'* by which he intends the church's perfect freedom from
all persecution. lie says farther, * The sun shall be no more thy light by day,
neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee ; but the Lord shall be
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. '>' This is so far irom hav-
ing been yet accomplished, that it seems to refer to tho same thing which is men-
tioned concerning the New Jerusalem,^ and almost expressed in the same words:
which, if it be not a metaphorical description of the heavenly state, has a peculiar
reference to the latter-day glor}'. The prophet again adds, ' Thy people shall bo
all righteous,' denoting that holiness should almost universally obtain in the world,

as much as iniquity has abounded in it,—an event which does not appear to have
yet taken place. Again, when the prophet Micah speaks of ' tlie mountain of the
house of the Lord being established in the top of the mountains, and exalted above
the hills,' and says, that 'people should flow unto it,'* though this, and some other
things which he there mentions, may refer to the first preaching of the gospel, and
the success of it ; yet the words which follow cannot be so understood :

' They shall

beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; and
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more ; but they shall sit every man under his vine, and under his fig-tree, and
none shall make them afraid.''' This prophecy, so far as it may be taken other-

wise than in a .spiritual sense, seems to imply a greater degree of peace and tran-

quillity than the gospel-church has liitherto enjoyed. Hence, when he says that
this shall be ' in the last days,''= we have reason to conclude that he does not mean
merely the last or gospel-dispensation, wliich commenced on our Saviour's ascen-
sion into heaven, but the last period of that dispensation, or the time which we are
now considering. As to the account we have of this period in the New Testament,
especially in many places in the Book of Revelation, which .speak of ' the kingdoms
of tho world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ,' and of his

'taking to himself his great power and reigning,'** and of tlie thousand years' reign ;^

whatever be the sense of these passages, as to some circumstances of glory which
shall attend this administration of the aft'airs of his kingdom, they certainly have
not yet had their accomplishment; and they, therefore, lead us to expect that
Christ's kingdom shall be attended with greater degrees of glory redounding to
himself, which we call the latter-day glory.

When this period of greater glory shall arrive, many privileges will redound to
the church. As Christ is said to reign on earth, so the saints are represented as
reigning with him. They say, ' Thou hast made us unto our God kings and priests,

and we shall reign on the earth ;'f and elsewhere, when the apostle speaks of
Christ's reigning 'a thousand years,' he adds, that 'they shall reign with him.'K

This cannot be understood in any other sense than that of a spiritual reign, agree-
ably to the nature of Christ's kingdom, which is not of tliis world. We have, hence,
sufficient ground to conclude, that, when these prophecies sliall have their accom-
plishment, the interest of Christ shall be the prevailing interest in the world, which
it has never yet been in all respects ; so that godliness shall be as much and as

universally valued and esteemed, as it has hitherto been decried, and it shall be
reckoned as great an honour to be a Christian, as it has, in the most degenerate
age of the church, been matter of reproach. We may add, that the church shall

have a perfect freedom from persecution in all parts of the world ; that a greater

\i Isa. Iv. 11. and the same mode of speaking is used, concerning the New Jerusalem, in
Rev. x\i. 2r). X Verse 18. y Verse 19. z Rev. xxi. 23. a Micah iv. 1

b MicHh iv. 3, 4. c Verse 1. d Rev. xi. 15, 17- e Chap. xx. f Rev. v. 10.

g Rev. XX. 6.
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glory shall be put on the ordinances ; and that more success shall attend them
than has hitherto been experienced. In short, there shall be, as it were, an uni-

versal spread of religion and holiness to the Lord, throughout the woidd. When
this glorious dispensation shall commence, we have sufficient ground to conclude,

that, the anti-christian powers having been wholly subdued, the Jews shall be con-

verted. This may be inferred from the order in which this event is foretold in the

book of Revelation. The fall and utter ruin of Babylon are first predicted.^ Af-

terwards we read of 'the marriage of the Lamb being come,'' of ' his wife ^having

made herself ready,' and of others, who are styled 'blessed,' being 'called to the

marriage-supper.'^ This, as an ingenious and learned writer observes,' seems to

be a prediction of the call of the Jews, and of the saints and faithful, namely, the

gospel-church, who were converted before this time, being, together with the Jews,

}nade partakers of the spiritual privileges of Christ's kingdom, and so invited to the

marriage-supper. Accordingly, by 'the Lamb's wife,' is intended the converted

Jews, who are considered as espoused to him. As their being ' ignorant of God's

righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, and not

submitting themselves to the righteousness of God,'"* occasioned their being reject-

ed ; so, when they are converted, and their new espousals are celebrated, it is par-

ticularly observed that this righteousness shall be their greatest glory, the robe

that they shall be adorned with. Hence, when the bride is said to have made her-

self ready, it is added, ' To her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine

linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.'" This

prophecy, being placed immediately before the account of the thousand years'

reign,'' gives ground to conclude that the conversion of the Jews shall be before it,

or an introduction to it.

I am sensible there are some who question whether those prophecies, especially

such as are found in the Old Testament, which foretell the conversion of the Jews,

had not their full accomplishment in the beginning of the gospel-state, when many
churches were gathered out of the Jews, and some of the apostles were sent to ex-

ercise their ministry in those parts of the world where the greatest number of them
resided ; on which account Peter is called the apostle of the Jews, for ' God wrought
effectually in him to the apostleship of the circumcision, 'p and he, together with

James and John, directed their inspired epistles to them in particular. But we
reply, that there are some scriptures in the New Testament relating to this matter,

which do not seem as yet to have been accomplished, but which respect this glori-

ous dispensation, in which there shall be, as it were, an universal conversion of

them in the latter-day. Thus the apostle says, ' If the casting away of them be

the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the

dead ? 'i And he adds, ' I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this

mystery, that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen-
tiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be saved.''' This seems, as yet, not

to have been accomplished. As to those scriptures in the Old Testament which
predict many things in favour of the Jewish nation, though I will not deny that

many of them had their accomplishment, either in their return from the Babylon-
ish captivity, or in those who were converted in the beginning of the gospel-dispen-

sation, yet I cannot think that they all had. The prophet Hosea seems to foreteU

some things which are yet to come, when he speaks of them as being 'many days

without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image,

and without an ephod, and without teraphim.'^ This seems to point at the condition

in which they now are. But he adds, ' Afterwards the children of Israel shall seek

the Lord their God, and David their King,' that is, Christ, 'and shall fear the

Lord and his goodness in the latter days.' This seems to intend their conversion,

which is yet expected. Thus far our faith, as to this matter, may be said to be

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. But, if we pretend to deter-

h Rev. xviii. i Chap. xix. k Verses 7, 9. 1 Vid. Mede Comment, miri. in

Apocal. cap. xix. and Dr. More and others, who are of the same opinion as to this matter,

m Rom. X. 3. n Rev, xix. 8. o Cliap. xx. p Gal. ii. 8. q Rom. xi. 15. /

r Verses 25. 26. s Hos. iii. 4.
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mine the way and manner in •which this shall be done, we must have recourse to

uncertain conjectures, instead of solid arguments. The learned writer whom I for-

merly mentioned,* gives his opinion about it ; whicli I will not pretend to disprove,

though the ingenuity of it is more to be valued than its convincing evidence, lie

supposes it shall be somewhat like the conversion of the apostle Paul, by Christ's

appearing with a glorious liglit on earth, and then retiring again to heaven. But in

the particular circumstance of providence which related to Paul's conversion, Chris
seems to have had another end to answer, namely, the qualifying of him for the

apostlcship by the extraordinary sight of him ; and the accommodating of this matter
as an argument that the Jews shall be converted in a similar manner, proves no-

thing at all. The best way, therefore, is to leave this among the secrets whicli

belong not to us to inquire after."

To what we have said concerning the conversion of the Jews, as what is expected to

go immediately before those glorious times which we are speaking of, we may add, that

there shall be a greater spread of the gospel through the dark parts of the earth. Ac-
cordingly, the scripture which was just referred to, concerning 'the Gentiles coming
to the light' of this glor.ous morning, or 'the forces of the Gentiles' coming unto
the church,^ shall have a fuller accomplishment than hitherto it has had ; as also

another scripture, in which the prophet says, that ' the earth shall be full of the

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.'y We will not deny that this

had, in part, an accomplishment, when the gospel was preached by the apostles.

Indeed, the prophet intimates that these things should come to pass when 'a rod
should come fortli out of the stem of Jesse, '^ that is, after Christ's incarnation, who
was of the seed of David, according to the flesh. Hence, I cannot but think that the

words, 'in that day,' which we often meet with in scripture,'* signify the whole
gospel-dispensation, from the beginning of it to its consummation in Christ's coming
to judgment ; and then we may look for some things which the prophet here fore-

tells, as what should come to pass in one part of it, and other things in another.

As to the knowledge of Christ being so extensive that it is said to 'cover the earth,'

or Christ's being elsewhere said to be 'a light to the Gentiles,' though the expres-

sions denote the first success of the gospel in the conversion of the Gentiles, they
do not argue that the texts in which they occur shall not have a farther accomplish-
ment, when those other things shall come to pass which the prophet mentions in

the foregoing verses, under the metaphor of 'the wolf dwelling with the lamb,' &c.
and other things which relate to a more peaceable state of the church than it has
hitherto experienced. It thus seems sufficiently evident, that, when this happy
time shall come, the interest of Christ shall be the prevailing interest in the world,

and that the glory of his kingdom shall be more eminently displayed than at pre-

t See Mede'8 Works, book iv. Epist. 17. p. 938—940.
II As for the story which Mede relates, to give countenance to this opinion, concerning Christ's

appearing in a glorious manner upon the Jews (lemanding such an extraordinary event, after a public
disputation, held three da\s, betwetn Giegentius, an Arabian Bishop, and Herbanus, a Jew, a mul-
titude ol spt ctators being present, both Jews and Christians, and signif\iiig that he was the same
Person whom their tathers had crucified, and thi ir l)eing first struck blind, as Paul was, and then,
like bim, converted and baptized, theie are several things in the account which seem fabulous and
incredible. Though it is not improliable that there was a disputation held between Gregentius and
the Jews, about the truth ot the Christian religion, about the \ear of our Lord 47t), or, as others
fuppose, 570; yet it is much to be questione<l, whether the account we have o( it be not spurious,
written by one who calls himself by thai name, in Greek, about three or tour hundre<l sears since;
espicially as so extraorcinary a miracle, wrought in an age when miracles had, lor so considerable
a time ceased, is not taken notice ol by other writers of more reputation in the age in which it is

laid to have been wrought, partiiularl) as it would have been one ot the most extraordinary proofs
ef the Christian reli);ion which have been given since our Saviour's time. It is vers strange, too,

that five millions and a halt ot the Jews should have been converted at once, b_\ tiiis miracle, and yet
the thing be passed over in silence by other writers. It is ver\ mm h to be questioned, likewise,

whether there were such a multitude ot Jews gathered together in one kii gdom, and indeed,
wliethertbat kingdom consisted ol such a number ot |)eople. If, too, there were so many Jews, we
must suppose that there was an equal number ot Christians present; but that so many should be
\i I sent at one disputation, seems incredible to a \er\ f;rea! dtgree. Vid. Gregeii. disputat. cum

i-aii. fol. )92. et 200. et Cave. Hist. lit. Tom. i. p! 3G3.

.\ Isa. Ix. 3 5. y Chap. xi. 9. z Verse 1. a Verses 10, 11,

i.t.1
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sent it is. In these respects, we arc far from denying the reign of Christ in this

world, for we think it plainly contained in scripture. There are, however, in the

scheme of many who maintain this doctrine, several things which we do not think

sufficiently founded in scripture.

We cannot see sufficient reason to conclude that, when Christ is said eminently

to reign in the eartli, he shall appear visibly, or, as they call it, personally, in

his human nature. If they intended nothing else, by Christ's appearing visibly,

or personally, but his farther evincing his mediatorial glory in the effects of his

power and grace which his church shall experience, as it does now, though in a

less degree, or if they should say that some gi'eater circumstances of glory will then

attend liis reign, their opinion would not be in the least denied. But more than

this we cannot allow. For the presence of Christ's human nature on earth would

not contribute so much to the church's spiritual edification and happiness, as his

presence by the powerful influence of his Holy Spirit would do. This is sufficiently

evident ; for when he dwelt on earth, immediately after his incarnation, his min-

istry was not attended with that success which might have been expected ; which

gave him occasion to complain, as the prophet represents him to do, ' I have laboured

in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, Israel is not gathered,' Upon this,

he is, as it were, comforted with the thought, that, notwithstanding, he should ' be

glorious in the eyes of the Lord,' that is, accepted of, and afterwards glorified by
him ; and that he should be ' given for a light to the Gentiles,'*' that is, that the

gospel should be preached to all nations, and that then greater success should at-

tend it. Now this is owing to Christ's presence by his Spirit ; so that, if that be

poured forth in a more plentiful degree on his church, it will contribute more to

the increase of its graces and spiritual comforts, than his presence, in his human
nature, could do without it. It cannot be argued, therefore, that Christ's presence,

in such a way, is absolutely necessary to the flourishing state of the church, to

that degree in which it is expected in the latter-day\ The presence of his human
nature on earth, it is true, was absolutely necessary for the accomplishment of re-

demption, or for purchasing his people to himself by his death ; but his presence

in heaven, appearing as an Advocate for them, and, in consequence, sending down
his Spirit to work all grace in their souls, is, in its kind, also necessary. This our
Saviour intimates to his disciples, immediately before his ascension into heaven,

when he says, ' It is expedient for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the

Comforter will not come.' '^ Now, if there are some peculiar advantages redound-

ing to the church from Christ's continuance in heaven, as well as his ascending

up into it, it is not reasonable to suppose that the church's happiness, as to their

spiritual concerns, should arise so much from his coming thence into this world, as

it does from those continued powerful influences of the Holy Spirit which are said

to depend upon, and be the consequence of, his sitting at the right hand of God in

heaven.—Again, if he should appear on earth in his human nature, he must either

divest himself of that celestial glory which he is there clothed with, agreeably to

the heavenly state, or his people, with whom he is supposed to reign, must have
such a change made in their nature that their bodies will be rendered celestial, and
their souls enlarged in proportion to the heavenly state ; otherwise they would not

be fit to converse with him, in an immediate way, by reason of the present frailtj

of their nature. Of this we have various instances in scripture. When Moses saw
God's 'back-parts,' that is, some extraordinary emblematical display of his glory,

God tells him, ' Thou canst not see my face ; for there shall no man see me and
live ;' and it follows, tliat while this glory passed by him, ' God put him in a cleft

of the rock, and covered him with his liand ;' '^ and he assigns as a reason for this,

that his face should not be seen. Moses could not, because of the imperfection of

the present state, behold the extraordinary emblematic displays of the divine glory,

without the frame of nature being broken. On this account, Augustin says, un-
derstanding the words in this sense, • Lord, let me die, that I may see thee.'*

When, likewise, Christ appeared, in the glory of his human nature, to the apostle

b Isa. xlix. 4—6. c John xvi. 7. d Exod. xxxiii. 20—2.'i.

e Moriar ut videain.
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Paul at his conversion. Paul ' fell to the earth, trenibhng and astonished not

ic'ng able to converse with hinu Afterwards, too. when the same apo tie .a.

caught up into 'the third heaven.' and had a view of it^

f« ^J '/^^J
greater than his frail nature could . bear, and he says that whether he

f^n the body, or out of the body, he could not tell.^ John t^e beloved

di.ci,.le al«o who conversed familiarly with him when m hi^ humbled state, and

?S!d :; his^reast at supper.- wh^i Chn.t apj^ared to hiin - a g^^us em-

blematical way after his ascension, says. ' \Mien I saw hm I

/fJ>^
^
^ ^^.\'^f^^

dead '' And tlie apostle Paul says, ' Though we have known thri.t aftei the ticsh

vcrnow hen.-eforth know we him' so 'no more,'" that is. whdst we are in this

vo'rld hia'much as we are incapable of conversing with him n his glorihe^^ human

nature lie '^avs likewise, ' flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom ot (^od

,

tt n/an in ihe present state cannot enjoy those privileges which are reserved

o^h m in hcav.u. whieh include a conversing with Christ ,n Ins human natu e

as well as with others who are inhabitants of heaven -1- urther, it we suppose that

Christ will reign personally on earth, it must be lartlier luciuired, whether they

w eiL with^hiin during Uiis period of time shall die or not. If not, their being

Txlpt^om death seems'contrary to the fixed laws of nature and also o the pre-

s?n" state as mortal, and as opposed to a state of immortality and e ernal i e

But if they shall die, then they must necessarily lose one great advantage which

thev now Jnjoy in dying, namely, 'being with Christ ;'- tor when they die. they

mu t.rsonie^espect, be said l depart from Christ; and. whatever advan age

he presence of the luiman nature of Christ is of to the inhabitants of hc;aven that

they must be supposed to be deprived of. whilst he is reigning on earth These, and

other thin..s to tlie same purpose, are consequences of Christ's personal reign m his

human nature on earth, on account of which we cannot acquiesce m the opmion.

There is another thing which we cannot approve of, in the lore-mentioned scheme

relating to Christ's thousand years' reign on earth,-the assertion ot several things

concerning the conversion of the Jews, which seem contrary to the analogy of faith

We haveilreadv taken it for granted that the Jews shall be converted when this

Irioul reign begins, or immediately before it. But there are several things added

fo his which, we%hink. there is no ground from scripture to maintain It is as-

serted for example, that, after the Jews are converted, they shall continue a dis-

tinct bodv of people, governed by their own laws, as they were before Christ s m-

carnatknu B^ut we rfthe^r conclude, that they shall be joined to and become one

bodv with the Christian church, all marks of distinction being laid aside
;
and

shall be grafted into the same olive-tree." that is. into Christ
;
for certamly the

middle wall of partition, wliich was taken away by Christ shaH never be set up

Tgahi This seems to be intended by our Saviour's words ' There sha 1 be one

fold and one Shepherd.' "-But besides this, there are several objectionable things

asse'rted concerning the Jews' rebuilding the temple at Jerusalem, and conceiniug

that city being the principal seat of Christ's reign, where the saints shall reside

and i-eSii with him. Novv, the temple was designed as a place ot worship only

durino- die dispensation before Christ's incarnation, and was, m some respects, a

tvpe of his dwelling among us in our nature. The temple-service, too, as it is now

abolished, so it shaU contnuie to be till the end of the world
;
and then, what oc-

casim ^M 1 there be for a temple to be built ? As for Jerusalem being rebuilt or

Z land of Judea being the pnncipal seat of Christ's kingdom on earth, we humbly

conceive the supposition to be ungrounded, or to be based on a "'>staken view ot

the i'nse of sonie scriptures in the Old Testament which were itera ly fulhUed in

the building of Jerusalem after the Babylonish captivity, and which have no refer-

ence to anf thing now to come. As for the land of Canaan, though it had a glory

put I it some ages before our Saviour's incarnation, as being the scene ot many

wonderful dispensations of providence in favour of that people, whde they remained

rstincL from all other nations in the world ;
yet we cannot conclude that it shall

f Acts ix. 4. 6. g 2 Cor. xii 2. h Jol.n xxi. 2a i Rev i 17. compared with

the loregoM.jj verses. k 2 Cor. v. IG. 1 1 Cor. xv. oU. n. 1 h,l. i. AJ.

n lloin. XI. '24. o John x. 16.
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he a dii^tinct place of residence for them when, hciiig converted, they are joined to

the Christian church. The land of Canaan will be no more accounted of, than any
other part of the world. Considering also the smallness of the place, we cannot

think it sufficient to contain the great number of those who, together with the

Jews, shall be the happy subjects of Christ's kingdom.

There is another thing in which we cannot agree with some who treat of Christ's

reign on earth, namely, their supposing that the saints who are to reign with him,

are to be in a sinless state, little short of the heavenly. On this point, it is true,

they are much divided in their sentiments. But some assert, that the saints shall

be iree from all the remains of corruption. Indeed, their argument leads them to

this, if we consider the saints as raised from the dead, and their souls brought
back from heaven, on their entering which they were perfectly freed from sin. It

follows from this opinion that there will be no room for the mortification of sin,

striving against it, or resisting those temptations which we are now liable to from it.

This we cannot believe to be a privilege which any have ground to expect while in

this world. Indeed, those graces whereby we subdue our corruptions or strive

against temptations, are peculiarly adapted to the present state, in opposition to

the heavenly. Moreover, when some say that the reign shall be such that the

saints shall be free from all manner of trouble, internal or external, personal or rela-

tive, at least so long as Satan is bound, that is, to the end of these thousand years

;

they appear to assert more than Christ has given his people ground to expect. He
tells them, that, 'in the world they shall have,' at least, some degree of 'tribula-

tion ;'P and that for a perfect freedom from it, they must wait till they come to

heaven.

We cannot think, moreover, as some do, that, during the thousand years' reign,

the preaching of the word and the administration of the sacraments shall cease, and
that all other laws and ordinances which Christ has ordained for gathering and
building up particular churches, for bringing in his elect, and for propagating his

name and interest in the world, shall be discontinued, as if there would be no occasion

for them. This is what we think altogether ungrounded ; for we cannot but sup-

pose that, as soon as the whole number of the election of grace are brought in, and
thereby the end and design of the preaching the gospel is answered, or when Christ

can say, ' Here am I, and all that thou hast given me,' he will present them to the

Father, and so receive his militant church into a triumphant state in heaven. In-

deed, it seems a very weak foundation on which this part of their scheme depends,

when they say that those texts which speak of Christ's 'being with' his ministers
* to the end of the world, 'i and of his death being in the Lord's Supper commemo-
rated ' till he come,'"" relate to the coming of Christ in the millennium. This
seems a very strained and forced sense of these passages. As for the scripture in

which it is said that ' the Xew Jerusalem had no temple,' and that it had ' no need
of the sun, nor the moon, for the glory of the Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb
was the light thereof,'* this must not be brought to prove that the ordinances of

divine worship shall cease during the thousand years' reign, unless it can first be
made to appear that the New Jerusalem has reference to the subject. Some, on
the contrary, think that the Holy Ghost is here describing the heavenly state ; and
their opinion agrees well with the connection of the passage with what is mentioned
in the preceding chapter. Now, if this sense of the passage be admitted, the glory

whi(;h the church shall then arrive to, is such as shall be after the final judgment;
so that the passage is a description of the glorious state of Christ's kingdom in

heaven, rather than on earth.

We have thus shown what we think to be the general design of those scriptures

which speak of Christ's reigning in or over the earth, and of the happy state of the

church at that time. We have also endeavoured to prove, that several additional

circumstances, which some suppose will attend it, are not sufficiently founded in

scripture, and seem, in some respects, inconsistent with the spirituality of Christ's

kingdom, as well as with the ground we have to expect that the present mode of

administration and its laws and ordinances shall continue as long as the world en-

p John xvi. 33. q Matt, xxviii. 20. r I Cor. xi. 26. s Rev. xxi. 23
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dures. "We shall now consider the sense which the millenarians gire of some scrip-

tures on which the main stress of their argunient depends, together with the incon-

clusiveness of their reasoning from them, and also in wliat sense we apprehend tlioso

scriptures are to be understood.

As to their view of * the first resurrection,' they found it on that scripture,

' Blessed and holy is he that hath a part in the first resurrection. On such the

second death hatli no power; but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,

and sliall reign with liim a tliousand years.'* x\. learned and judicious writer"

supposes that the first resurrection shall be only of the martyrs ; that it is to be

understood in a literal sense ; that it shall open the scene of Christ's thousand

years' reign ; that the second resurrection shall be at tlie close of that reign, when
the whole world shall be raised from the dead ; and that then shall follow the final

judgment. But he differs from many of the ancient and modern millenarians in

saying that he dares not so much as imagine that Christ shall visibly converse with

men on earth ; for his kingdom ever hath been, and shall be, of such a nature tliat

his throne and kingly residence are in heaven. lie says also that, though the de-

ceased martyrs shall re-assurae their bodies and reign, yet it shall be in heaven
;

while the saints who sliall be then living, and liave not worshipped the beast, nor

his image, nor received his mark, shall reign on earth ; for he supposes the scrip-

ture wliich relates to this matter to contain a vision of two distinct things,—one

respecting those who ' were beheaded for the witness of Jesus,' and who lived and
reigned with Christ, but not on earth,—the other respecting those who, though

they had not suffered, had * not worshipped the beast, nor his image,' and who also

reigned during this thousand years, not in heaven, but on earth. These are con-

sidered as in tiieir way to heaven ; the other, as received into the heavenly country,

as a peculiar prerogative conferred upon them, in reward of their martyrdom. He
supposes that this first resurrection is not opposed to any article of faith, and that

it may be as well defended, in a literal sense, as the resurrection we read of in

Matt, xxvii. 52, 53, in which ' the graves were opened, and many bodies of the

saints which slept, arose, and came out of their graves, after Christ's resurrection.'

With a becoming modesty, he cites Augustin's words to the effect,^ that if nothing

more were meant by the doctrine of the first resurrection than that the delights

of Christ's kingdom are spiritual, the opinion would be tolerable, and was once en-

tertained by that Father. He thus says as much as can be said in defence of this

opinion ; and nothing is wanting to support his argument, but sufficient evidence

that the text must necessarily be taken in a literal sense. But when others proceed
much farther, and conclude that Christ shall appear visibly on earth, and that the

design of the first resurrection is, that they who shall be raised from the dead should

live on earth, we see far less reason to believe this to bo the sense of the passage

in which the first resurrection is mentioned, and accordingly shall take leave to

consider what may be said in opposition to it.

Now, if the saints shall be raised, their bodies must either be corruptible and
mortal, or incorruptible and immortal. To suppose that they shall be raised cor-

ruptible and mortal, and consequently liable to the other infirmities of life, is to

suppose their resurrection to be of the same kind with that of Lazarus and others

who were raised by our Saviour. But this is so unaccordant with the character

of saints, raised from the dead to reign with Christ, that it is not generally asserted

by those who treat on this subject. The saints must hence bo raised incorrupti-

ble and immortal. If so, it follows, that this world will not be a place fit for their

abode ; for they shall be raised with celestial bodies, and so fitted to inhabit the

heavenly mansions. Nor will those accommodations, which this earth affords, the

food it produces, or those other conveniences which we enjoy in it, by tlie blessing

of providence, be suitable to persons who are raised up in a state of perfection, as

ihey must be supposed to be, or, as the apostle styles it, 'raised in glory.' Be-

sides, as they will be appointed to live and converse with men in this world, I can-

not see how there can be any conversation between them and others who continue

t Rev. XX. 6. u Vid. Mede de Resurrec. prim. lib. iii, pp. 710, 749, 750.

X Vid. Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. xx. cap. 7.

I. 4c !
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to live in this world, and who are not, like them, raised from the dead, but retain

their present mortal frame. If their 'vile bodies,' as the apostle says concerning
the bodies of the saints, shall, when raised from the dead, ' be fashioned like unto
Christ's glorious bodj,'y how can weak frail creatures intimately converse with

them ? It may be said, indeed, that they shall be raised only with such a glory

as shall defer their transformation into the likeness or' Christ's present body, till

they are translated to heaven, as was true with respect to our Saviour's human
nature after his resurrection. But though this is possible, it seems not to accord

with the account we have of the circumstances of glory with which the saints shall

be raised from the dead. But what seems to make the opinion as to a literal first

resurrection more improbable, is, that it is inconsistent with that state of blessed-

ness into wliich the saints have been admitted, namely, in their souls, wherein they

have been in the immediate vision and fruition of God. They are as travellers

arrived at their journey's end, and wanting nothing to complete their blessedness

but their resurrection, and now they are supposed to be raised from the dead. Yet
their blessedness is diminished by their being appointed to live in this world, and,

as we may say, to leave that better country in which they have been, to re-assume

the character and condition of pilgrims and sojourners upon earth. It will be ob-

jected, that we may as reasonably suppose that these saints shall be raised in cir-

cumstances fit to converse with the rest of the world, as any who have been raised

from the dead have formerly been. I cannot deny that this is possible
;
yet it does

not seem probable, inasmuch as they shall not be raised from the dead for the

same end and design that others have been, that the power of God might be illus-

trated, or some contested truth confirmed, but that some special honour or privilege

might be conferred on them, as the reward of their former sufferings. Moreover,
what valuable end is answered by their change of condition, which might, in some
measure, tend to justify the assertion as to a first resurrection? Must they live

here, that they might perform an extraordinary ministry, to promote the edifica-

tion of their mortal brethren, whom they found living upon earth ? This was not
absolutely necessary ; for God has appointed other ways for the edification of his

church. And, if he did not think fit, before, to send down ministers from heaven
to preach the gospel to them, but ordained the common method of preaching it by
others less qualified for this work, who are subject to like infirmities with those to

whom they preach ; why should we suppose such an alteration in the method of

divine providence on this particular occasion ? If we suppose, too, that they shall

continue on earth till Christ's appearing to judgment, then it must be argued that

they were sent hither not only to be helpers of the faith of others who live here,

but to be exposed, in common with them, to a second warfare upon earth,—not,

indeed, with flesh and blood, but with those who are represented, in the same
chapter in which the first resurrection and the thousand years' reign are mentioned,
as ' compassing the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city ;' and therefore

they are called back from a triumphant to a militant state. It may be said, in-

deed, that they shall be admitted into heaven before this battle begin ; but that

can hardly be supposed. For if God send them to be companions with his mortal
saints, in their prosperous state, will lie call them away when the time of their

greatest danger approaches, in which their presence might be of the greatest ser-

vice to their brethren who are left to struggle with these difficulties ? Upon the

whole, therefore, we cannot suppose that any shall, in a literal sense, be raised

from the dead, till this glorious though spiritual reign of Christ shall be at an end,

and the day of judgment draws nigh. This opinion agrees with the general scope

of all those scriptures which speak of the resurrection and final judgment.
It will be objected tliat the scripture elsewhere intimates that there shall be two

resurrections ; for the apostle says that 'the dead in Christ shall rise first.''' Why,
then, it will be asked, may not this first resurrection be understood in the same
sense with that mentioned in Kev. xx. which lias been already considered ? Now,
we do not deny that the resurrection of which tlie apostle speaks must be taken in

a literal sense ; but let it be observed, that, in connexion with it, he does not men-

y Philip, iii. 21. z 1 Thess. iv. 16.
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tion anything of the thousaml years' reign, but speaks of the day of judgment,

•when ' Christ shall descend from heaven with a shout and with the voice of the

archangel.' With this the glory of that day shall begin ; and then the dead shall

be raised, in which the saints and faithful shall have the pre-eminence. They shall

'rise first,' that is, before others,—mentioned in the following verse, ' that are alive,

who shall be caught up with them in the clouds.' They shall rise also before the

wicked shall be raised, to the end that, when Christ appears, ' they,' as it is said

elsewhere, ' may appear with him in glory,' and that they may bear a part in the

solemnity of that day, and be happy in his presence, when others are raised to

'shame and everlasting contempt,' and filled with the utmost confusion and dis-

tress. [See Note 3 S, page 577.] Moreover, the resurrection, or the raising first,

of those that died in Christ, is not particularly applied to those who suffered mar-

tyrdom for him ; much less is there any account of its being a thousand years be-

fore the general resurrection. It may, therefore, very well be understood of a re-

surrection a very short time before it ; and consequently gives no countenance to the

opinion which has been already considered concerning this resurrection, as going

before the reign of Christ on earth.

There is another scripture brought in defence of another part of the millenarians'

scheme. It is that in which the apostle speaks of the creatures' present bondage,

and future deliverance, and of their ' waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemp-

tion of their bodies.'^ This, they suppose, will have its accomplishment when this

reign of Christ begins. But I cannot think that the apostle, in that scripture, in-

tends anytliing else, but that the whole creation is liable, at present, to the curse

consequent upon man's fall ; and that the deliverance he speaks of shall be at the

general resurrection, when the saints shall be raised immortal and incorruptible,

which is what they now wait and hope for.

We have thus considered the sense which is given of some scriptures, by those

who understand the reign of Christ on earth as attended with various circum-

stances which we cannot readily allow of. We have shown that some of those texts

which are usually brought to support that particular scheme, have reference to the

return of the Jews from captivity ;
^ that others wliich predict their building of

Jerusalem, and the temple there, *= and the setting up of their civil and religious

polity, liad their accomplishment after their return from the Babylonish captivity;

and that those which seem to look farther, and respect some privileges whicli they

shall enjoy in the last days, will be fulfilled when they are converted to Christian-

ity, and made partakers of many spiritual privileges, in common with the gospel-

church. I now need mention only two scriptures more, which we understand in a
sense very different from what some do, who treat of Christ's reign on earth. One
of these scriptures is 2 Pet. iii. 10— 13 ; and the other is Kev. xx. 4, 5.

A few millenarians, as was formerly observed, who give a scope to their wit and
fancy beyond all the bounds of modesty, and do not consider the absurdities which
will follow from their opinion, have maintained that there shall be a general con-

flagration immediately before Clirist's reign on earth begins. The scripture they

bring for that purpose, is that in which the apostle says, ' The heavens shall pass

away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ; the earth

also, and the works that are therein, shall be burnt up. Nevertheless we, accord-

ing to his promise, look for new heavens, and a new eartli, wherein dwelleth righte-

ousness.' This scripture, it must be confessed, is hard to be understood. We are

far from thinking, as some do, tliat it is only a metaphorical description of some
remarkable providences, tending to the I'uin of Christ's enemies, and the advantage
of his people. Certainly the words are to be taken in a literal sense ; for the apostle

had been speaking, in tlie foregoing verses, ' of the old world,' which, 'being over-

flown with water, perished.' This is, without doubt, to be taken in a literal sense
;

and now he speaks, as some call it, of a second deluge, which shall be, not by
water, but by fire,'* * in which the lieavens and the earth sliall pass away,' or be
'dissolved,' tliat is, changed as to their form, though not annihilated. By 'the

a Rom. viii. 21— 2.3. b See Ezi k. xxxvii. 21. and J> r. xxxvii. 7— 13. et alibi passim,
c Jer. xx\x. 5. Isa. xliv. 28. ti So Ijii'it'us styles it, Adv. Haer. lib. v. cap. 29. Diluvium

uperveiiiet ignis.
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heavens and the earth,' tlie learned Mede well understands that part of the frame
of nature which was sul>jected to the curse, or is inhabited by Christ's enemies.

This includes the earth, water, and air, but not the heavenly bodies, which are

not only at a vast distance from it, but, in comparison to which, it is little more
than a point in magnitude. Mede also, notwithstanding some peculiarities held

by him, as formerly mentioned, relating to the millennium, justly observes that

this conflagration shall not be till the end of the world, and consequently shall be
immediately before the day of judgment. Indeed, the apostle intimates as much,
when he speaks of this awful providence as ' reserved to the day of judgment, and
perdition of ungodly men.'® The main difficulty to be accounted for, is, what is

meant by ' the new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,'

which are appointed as an habitation for the righteous. Concerning these, if I

may be allowed to give my opinion, with that humility and modesty which the

difficulty of the subject calls for, I cannot think that there is any absurdity in sup-

posing that the apostle means by them that, in consequence of a change of their

form, they shall be an apartment of heaven in which, together with those other

parts of tlie frame of nature which are designed to be the seat of the blessed, the

saints shall dwell and reign with Christ for ever.

We shall now consider the sense which may be given of what we read in the twen-
tieth chapter of Revelation concerning 'the first resurrection,' when the martyrs
are said to live at the beginning of the thousand years' reign, and the rest of the

dead not to live, till these thousand years are finished.^ On this passage the stress of

the whole controversy principally depends. Now, I cannot but adhere to their opin-

ion who think that the words are to be understood in a metaphorical sense ; and
then they who were 'beheaded for the witness of Jesus,' that is, the martyrs, shall

live when Christ's spiritual reign begins, that is, the cause for which they suffered

martyrdom shall be revived. This is supposed to have been in a languishing and
dying condition during the reign of Antichrist ; and, towards the close of that reign,

to have been at the lowest ebb, and, as it were, dead. I say, this shall be revived
;

these martyrs shall, as it were, live again,—not in their own persons, but in their

successors, who espouse the same cause. Before this, the enemies of Christ and
his gospel persecuted and trampled on his cause, insulted the memory of those that

had sutt'ered for it; but afterwards, when it is said, 'Babylon is fallen, is fallen,'

Christ's cause revives, and that which was victorious over it dies, and shall not rise

again, or be in any capacity to give disturbance to the church, till the thousand
years are finished, and Satan is loosed again out of prison, to give life and spirit

to it. We then read of a new war begun, a fresh battle fought, * the nations

deceived, the camp of the saints compassed about ;' and this will continue till

Christ shall come, and put an end to it at the day of judgment, when the devil shall

be ' cast into the lake of fire and brimstone.' In this sense some, not without ground,
understand the account which is given of the 'slaying' and I'ising' of 'the wit-

nesses,'^ as signifying that the gospel, which before had been persecuted, and the

preaching of it prohibited, shall then prevail without restraint. The witnesses'
' death,' denotes their being silenced ; their 'rising' and 'standing upon their feet,'

their having liberty again to preach. Why, then, may we not understand the resur-

rection, in the chapter we are now considering, in the same metaphorical sense ?

To understand it so, agrees very well with the sense of the sixth verse ; in which it is

said concerning those who 'have a part in the first resurrection,' that is, the saints,

who live and reign with Christ, 'on such this second death hath no power,' that

is, whatever the enemies of the church may attempt against them, after the thou-

sand years' reign, shall be to no purpose, for they shall not prevail—the saints'

cause shall never die again. Or, if it be applied to their persons, the meaning is,

that they shall not die eternally. Eternal death is a punishment to be inflicted

on their enemies, who shall 'be cast into the lake of fire,' which is expressly called

'the second death.''' But these, as is stated in Kev. ii. 11, shall not be hurt of it,

that is, not exposed to it. As they have lived with Cluist, in a spiritual sense, on

e 2 Pet. iii. 7. f Rev. xx. 4, 5. g Rev. xi. 7, U. h Rev. xx. 14.
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earth ; so they shall live with him for ever in heaven. We are, in giving this sense

of the text, under a kind of necessity to recede from the literal sense of it, because

we cannot altogether reconcile that to the analogy of faith. Nor will it seem strange

to any who consider the mystical or allegorical style in which the book of Revelation

is written, that this text should be understood metaphorically. Besides, to under-

stand it so is not unaccordant with what we find in many other scriptures. These
speak of the church's deliverance from its troubles, under the metaphor of 'a resur-

rection ;' and of the destruction of its enemies, under the metaphor of 'death.'

Thus the Babylonish captivity, and Israel's deliverance from it, are described, the

former by a metaphor taken from a 'valley full of dry bones,' the latter by another

taken from their being ' raised out of their graves, living and standing on their feet

an exceeding great army.'' We read also of God's extending mercy to those who
were before bondmen, and not forsaking them in their bondage, giving them an
opportunity to set up the temple and worship of God.'' This is called, 'giving

tliem a reviving.' The prophet Jeremiah, also, speaking concerning the captivity,

says, ' He hath set me in dark places, as they that be dead of old ;'' and the prophet
Isaiah speaks concerning their return from captivity, as a resurrection from the dead,
' Thy dead men shall live ; together with my dead body shall they arise ; awake,
and sing, ye that dwell in dust.'™ Many other scriptures might be cited out of

the writings of the prophets, to justify this metaphorical sense of the words 'death
'

and ' resurrection,' and also some out of the New Testament. Of the latter I need
refer to only one, which has a particular reference to the subject under considera-

tion ; it is that in which the apostle says, that ' the receiving of them,' that is, the
receiving of the church of the Jews when converted, 'shall be life from the dead.'"

We conclude, therefore, that scripture gives countenance to the revival or prosperity

of the church being called ' a resurrection.' On the other hand, we might refer to

some scriptures which speak of the ruin of the church's enemies, under the metaphor of

a state of death. Thus, ' They are dead, they shall not live ; they are deceased, they
shall not rise ; therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all their

memor}' to perish.'" Again,p the prophet, in a very beautiful manner, describes

the utter destruction of the Chaldeans, the church's enemies, by whom they had
been carried captive ; and he carries on the metaphor, taken from persons departed
out of tliis world, saying, in particular, concerning the king of Babylon, ' Thy
pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols ; the worm is spread
under thee, and the worms cover thee.'i This signifies the political death of that
empire, and the utter inability which followed of their giving disturbance to the
church of God, as they had formerly done. These, and many other scriptures of a
similar nature, may in some measure justify the sense we have given of the
scripture before-mentioned, relating to the death and resurrection of Christ's cau.se

for which his martyrs suffered, and the death of the antichristian cause which
followed.

We have thus considered the opinion concerning Christ's reign on earth, and
what may be probably supposed to be the sense of those scriptures which are
brought in its defence. We have not entered into the particular consideration of
what is .said concerning the time, or the number of years, which this glorious dis-

pensation shall continue. We read, indeed, of Christ's 'reigning a thousand years.'

But by this we are not to understand the eternal exercise of his government ; for,

not only is it said to be 'on earth,' but the period is considered as one which shall

have an end. That excellent Father whom I formerly mentioned did not duly
consider this, when he reckoned the eternal exercise of Christ's government a pro-

bable sense of the thousand years. He produces, indeed, that scripture to justify

his sense of the words in which it is said, ' God hath remembered his covenant for

ever, the word whidi he commanded to a thousand generations,''' by which we are

to understand that God will establish his covenant with his people, and make good its

promises throughout all the ages of eternity. But though this sufficiently proves

i F.zek. xxxvii. 1— 12, k Ezra ix. 9. 1 Lam. iii. 6. m Isa. xxvi. 19.
II lloiii. xi. 15. o Isa. xxvi. 14. p Chap. xiv. q Ver. 9. 10. 11.
r Psal. cv. 8.
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that a tliousanrl years may be taken for eternity, agreeably to the sense of scrip-

ture ; it is plain from the context, that it is not to be so understood in Rev. xx.

As to the other sense he gives of the thousand years, ^ namely, that they may be
understood as containing a great but indeterminate number of years, in the latter

part of the last thousand which the world shall continue, so that, by a figurative

way of speaking, a part of a thousand years may be called a thousand years ; ' I

will not pretend to argue against it, or to say that those divines are in the wrong
who suppose that a thousand years is put for a great number of years, and that it

does not belong to us to say how many. Whether we are to acquiesce in this, or

in the literal sense of the words, I will not determine ; only we must conclude, as

we have scripture-ground for it, that the thousand years shall end a little before

Christ's coming to judgment ; during which short interval, it is said, ' Satan will be
loosed a little season,' and make some fresh efforts against the church, till he, and
those tliat are spirited and excited by him to give disturbance to it, perish in the

attempt, and are cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. This is all that I shall

say concerning the time appointed for this glorious reign, our principal design being
to speak concerning the advantages which the church shall enjoy under it.

We have endeavoured to avoid two extremes. One of these is run into by those

who do not put a just difference between the millennial reign and the heavenly state.

The other extreme we have not yet mentioned. It is one which several modern
wi'iters have gone into, who suppose that the thousand years' reign is long since

past ; that the binding of Satan consisted only in some degrees of restraint laid on
him ; that the reign itself included only some advantages, comparatively small,

which the church enjoyed at the time ; that the thousand years began in Constan-
tino's time, when the empire became Christian, about the year of our Lord 300 ;

and that they ended about the year 1300, when the church met with some new
difficulties from the eastern parts of the world, which they suppose to be intended
by Gog and Magog.*^ But we cannot see sufficient reason to adhere to this opi-

nion ; because the state of the church, when Satan is said to be bound a thousand
yeai's, is represented as attended with a greater degree of spiritual glory, holiness,

purity of doctrine, and many other blessings attending the preaching of the gospel,

than we are given to understand by any history it has yet enjoyed.

As to the general method in which we have insisted on this difficult subject, I

hope we have not maintained any thing which is derogatory to the glory of Christ's

kingdom, or which has a tendency to detract from the real advantage of the saints.

Do they on the other side of the question, speak of his reigning ? So do we. They,
indeed, consider Christ as reigning in his human nature, and conversing in it with
his saints ; which opinion we cannot give into, for reasons already mentioned.
But it is not inconsistent with the glory of Christ to assert, as we have done, that

he shall reign spiritually ; for the consequence shall be, not the external pomp and
grandeur of his subjects, but their being adorned with purity and universal holi-

ness, and enjoying as much peace as they have reason to expect in any condition
short of heaven. Moreover, we have not advanced any thing wliich has a tendency
to detract from the spiritual blessings and advantages of Christ's kingdom, which
the saints shall enjoy in this happy period of time. If, however, it be said that
there arc some advantages which the contrary scheme of doctrine supposes the
saints shall enjoy on earth, beyond what we think we have ground to expect from
scripture ; we need only remark tliat their not enjoying them here will be fully

compensated with a greater degree of glory which they shall have when they reign
with Christ in heaven.

8 Vi(i. Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. xx. cap. 7.

t This is very agreeable to the scripture mode of speaking-. Nothing is more common than for

the cardinal number to be put for the ordinal; and so the meaning is, that this reign shall continue
to the thousandth yt-ar, or till the last 1000 years of the world shall have an end, what part soever
of this lUOO years it began in. Thus God tells Abraham, in Gen. xv. 13, that 'his seed shall be a
straiigiT in a land tliat is not theirs,' that is, Egypt, and shall 'serve them, and afflict them 400
_\ears.' Yet it is certain that his seed were not above '215 \ears in Egypt, and that fhey were not
slaves, or afflicted there KK) vears. The meaning, therefore, is as if it had been said, • TIicn !.hail

afflict them till 400 years are expired, from this time.'

u See N.pier on the Revelation Prop. 33, 34., pages 61, 62.
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The Eternity of Christ's Mediatorial Kingdom.

We are now led to consider the eternity of Christ's mediatorial kingdom. Con-
cerning this it is said, ' He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his

kingdom there shall be no end.'* As he is described, by the apostle, as 'a Priest

for ever,'y and as 'ever living to make intercession for those that come unto God by
him ;"^ so he shall exercise his kingly office for ever, not according to the present

raetliod of its administration, but in a way adapted to that glorified state in which
his i«ubjects shall be in another world.

Tliere is, indeed, a scripture which seems to assert the contrary, and which the

Socinians give a very perverse sense of, as if it were inconsistent with his proper

deity. They suppose, that, as he was constituted a divine Person, or had the honour
of a God, or King, conferred on him when he ascended into heaven, as the reward

of the faithful discharge of his ministry on earth ; so this was designed to continue

no longer tlian to the end of the world, when he is to be set on a level with other

inhabitants of heaven, and 'be subject to the Father,' when ' God shall be all in

all.' This they suppose to be the meaning of the apostle's words in 1 Cor. xv. 24,

25, 28, ' Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to

God, even the Father ; when he shall have put down all rule, and all authority

and power, for he must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet ; and,

when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be sub-

ject unto him that put all things under him, that God maybe all in all.' It must
be acknowledged that this is one of those things, in Paul's epistles, which are hard
to be understood ; yet I humbly conceive that we may give a sense of it, very re-

mote from that just mentioned, which is subversive of his Godhead, and of the eternity

of his kingdom.—Let it be considered, then, that when the apostle speaks of the
' end coming, when he shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father ;' by ' the king-

dom,' we may, without the least strain on the sense of the text, understand his

material kingdom, or the subjects of his kingdom. This agrees very well with the

sense of the word, both in scripture and in common modes of speaking ; as when
we call the inhabitants of a city, ' the city,' or the subjects of a kingdom, * the

kingdom.' Taking the words in this sense, we must suppose that the .-subjects of

Christ's kingdom are his trust and charge, and that he is to deliver them up to the

Father at last, as persons whom he has governed in such a way that the great ends
of his exercising his kingly office have been fully answered, as to what concerns
his government in this world. This is no improbable sense of Christ's delivering

up the kingdom to the Father. But it may be taken also in another sense,—for

the form of Christ's kingdom, or the present mode of government, exercised towards
those who are in an imperfect state. This shall ' be delivered up,' that is, he shall

cease to govern his people in such a way as he now does. It does not follow, how-
ever, that he shall not continue to govern them in a way adapted to the heavenly
state. And when it is said that ' he sliall put down all mle, and all authority and
power,' the meaning is, that all civil and ecclesiastical government, as it is now
exercised in the world or the church, shall be put down as useless, or disagreeable

to tlie heavenly state. But it does not follow, that he shall lay aside his own au-
thority and power.—Again, when it is said that ' he must reign till he hath put
all enemies under his feet,''^ the words imply, not that lie shall not reign afterwards,

but that he shall not cease to reign till then. This is the sense of the parallel

scripture in which it is said, ' Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies
thy footstool.'*' These words do not denote that he shall, after his enemies are
made his footstool, sit no longer at God's right hand, as advanced there to the
highest honour. It is very evident, from several scriptures, as well as from our
common mode of speaking, that the word ' until' does not always signify the cessa-

tion of what is said to be done before, but only the continuance of it till that time,
as well as afterwards. Thus it is said, ' Our eyes wait upon the Lord our God,

X Luke i. 33, y Heb. v. 6. z Heb. vii, 25.

a 1 Cor. XV, 25. b Psal, ex. 1.
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until that lie have mercy upon us ;'
" by which we are to understand, not that,

when God extends mei-cy, the eyes of his people cease to wait upon him, but that

we will not leave oif waiting upon him, until we have received the mercies we hope
for, and that afterwards we will continue to wait for those mercies which we shall

farther stand in need of. Job also says, ' Till I die I will not remove mine in-

tegrity from me ; my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.'*^ This does

not imply that he would retain his integrity no longer than he lived. If, then,

the word 'until' be frequently used in this sense, there is no ground to suppose
that, when it is said ' Christ shall reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet, the words denote that he shall not reign to eternity, or any longer than
' till all things be subdued unto him.' Indeed, they rather argue, that he shall

reign for ever, than that he shall cease to reign ; for when all enemies are
removed out of the way, and his right to govern is no longer contested by them,
shall he then cease to exercise that sovereign dominion which he has overall things?

—

The main difficulty, however, and the greatest stress of the argument brought against
the eternity of Christ's kingdom, are found in what the apostle farther adds in the

twenty-eighth verse of this chapter, that ' when all things shall be subdued unto him,

then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him, that God may be all in all.'

Here it is said, indeed, that the Son shall be 'subject to the Father,' that is, as

man; but can any one suppose that the Son is not now subject to the Father?
And when it is added, ' God shall be all in all,' is it to be supposed that he is not
now so ? If to suppose this would be far from being the true meaning of the words,

then the sense which the Socinians give of them is not just. We are to understand
them thus, that ' in the end,' when all the designs of Christ's administering his

mediatorial government in this world are answered, and the present form or method
of administration shall cease, it shall appear that the whole plan of that administra-

tion had the most direct tendency to promote the Father's glory, or to answer those

most valuable ends for which the mediatorial kingdom was erected ; and that, by
this means, it will more eminently appear than ever before, that his work is from
God, and worthy of him. If the Son's kingdom had not been subjected or subser-

vient to the Father's glory, the subjects of it would not be 'delivered up,' or pre-

sented to the Father as tlie Mediator's trust and charge committed to him ; and,

if God had not been 'all in all,' or the administration of Christ's kingdom had not,

in all its branches, been the effect of divine power, it would not have so glorious

and successful an issue, as it wiU appear to have in the great day. This I take to

he the plain sense of this scripture. Nor can it reasonably be denied to be so, if

we consider that it is very agreeable to our common mode of speaking, to say that

a thing is, when it appears to be what it is. Suppose, for example, that a king

has gained a victory over his enemies, or quelled some civil broils or tumults in

his kingdom, he may say, 'Now I am king,' that is, 'I appear to be so,' or 'my
establishment in the kingdom seems less precarious.* We have an itistance of

the same mode of speaking in scripture, when David says, on occasion of bringing

the affairs of his kingdom to a settled state, after Absalom's rebellion, ' Do not I

know that I am this day king over Israel?'^ that is, ' I appear to be so, since that

which tended to unhinge or give disturbance to my government, is removed out of

the way.' Moreover, that things are said to be, when they appear to be, is agree-

able to the mode of speaking used by the Israelites, when on their receiving in

answer to Elijah's prayer the fullest conviction that the Lord was God, by an ex-

traordinary display of his glory in working a miracle to confute their idolatry, they

fell on their faces, and said, ' The Lord he is God,' that is, ' He now appears to be

so, by those extraordinary effects of his power which we have beheld.' If, then,

this is no uncommon mode of speaking, why may we not apply it to the text which

we arc now endeavouring to explain? We may hence conclude, that the sense

just given of the Son's being subject to the Father, and God's being all in all,

contains nothing absurd, or contrary to the scripture way of speaking ; and thai

therefore, the eternity of Christ's kingdom is not overthrown by the text in ques-

tion. As Christ's kingly government is now exercised in a way agreeable to the

c Psal. cxxiii. 2. d Job xxvii. 5, G. e 2 Sam. xix. 22.
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present condition of his cliurcli ; po it shall be exercised in a glorious manner, suited

to the heavenly state, when all his saints and subjects sliall be brought thither.

We have thus considered Christ, as executing his offices of Prophet, Priest, and

King ; and we now proceed to speak concerning the twofold state in which they

liave been, are, or shall be, executed by him. The iormer of these states is that

of his humiliation.

[Note 3 S. The First Resurrection —The notion that the dead in Christ shall be raised before

the wickud lias no countenance from I Thess. iv. 16, 17. Paul is speaking of the order or prece-

dence of a resurrection, not in reference to another or second resurrection, but in reference to the
ascent of the roiieemed to meet the Lord. As in his extended view of the resurrection, in the
fifteenth chapter of the First Ejiistle to the Corinthians, so here he does not so much as glance at the

peculiar phases of the event as it respects the wicked, his sole object being to explain the glory and
blessedness of its nature and results in the experience of the redeemed. He speaks here, indeed, of
two classes of persons; but these are deceasid believers, and believers who shall be alive, or shall not
have seen death, at Christ's coming. Now, v\hat he states is, that, in the first place, the former
of these classes shall be raised from the dead ; and that, in the next place, they and surviving

believers ' shall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.'

The notion ol a twofold resurrection, or of that of the righteous preceding that of the wicked,
appears to be not only uncountenanced by scripture, but inconsistent with several explicit texts.
' And many of thein that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting lile, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt,' Dan. xii. 2. ' And I saw the dead, small and great, stand

before God : mid the books were opetied ; and another book was opened, w hich is the book of life

:

and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their

works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man according to th^ir works," Rev. xx. 12, 13.

' When the Son of man shall come in bis glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit

upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall separate

them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from tiie goats: and he shall set the sheep
on his right hand, but the goats on the left,' Matt. xxv. 31—33. Mankind shall thus rise, and even
appear before the ju<lgment-seat of Christ, in a promiscuous multitude; and only as a result of the

final judgment shall they be separated into two great classes, the saved and the condemned, the
righteous at Christ's right hand and the wicked at his left. Not a first and a second resurrection,

then, but the process of an adjudication conducted among all, both small and great, shall declare or

elicit one class to be ' accursed,' and another class to be ' blessed.'

—

£d.]

CHRIST'S HUMILIATION IN HIS BIRTH, AND IN HIS LIFE
ON EARTH.

Question XLVL What was the estate of Christ's humiliation f

Answer. The estate of Christ's humiliation was, that low condition, wherein he, for our sakes,

emptying himself of his glory, took upon him the form of a servant, in bis conception and birth,

life, death, and, after his death, until his resurrection.

Question XL VII. How did Christ humble himself in his conception and birth f

Answer. Christ humbled himself in his conception, in that being, from all eternity, the Son of

God, in the bosom of the I'ather, he was pleased, in the fulness of time, to become the Son ot man,
made of a woman of low estate, and to be born of her; with divers circumstances of more than
ordinary abasement.

Question XLVIIL How did Christ humble himself in his lijet

Answer. Christ humbled himself in his life by subjecting himself to the law, which he perfectly
fulfilled, and by conflicting with the indignities of the world, temptations of Satan, and infirmitiei

in his flesh ; whether common to the nature of man, or particularly accompanying that his low
condition.

In what sense Christ humbled himself.

considering Christ's low and humble state while he was in this world, we maj
serve that it is styled, his 'emptying himself of his glory,' when 'he took on him

In

obser

the form of a servant.' Thus the apostle expresses it, in Phil. ii. 7 ; for so the
words ^ which we render, 'he made himself of no reputation,' are to be understood.
[See Note 3 T, page 593.] Now, as his incarnation is so expressed, we must, b«-

f 'Ernvrtt ixtKAifi.
•
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fore we proceed farther on this subject, inquire how his emptying himself of his

glory was consistent with his Godhead ; whether he might be said, in taking our

nature, to empty or humble himself ; and whether his incarnation may, properly

speaking, be called a part of his humiliation ?

There is a sense in which he may be said to humble himself in his divine nature

;

as when we read of ' God's humbluig himself, to behold tlie things that are in hea-

ven and in the earth. 's This is so far from being a dishonour to him, that it is

expressive of his glory ; for it argues that there is an infinite distance between him
and the creature. In this sense, the second Person in the Godhead might be said

to humble himself in assuming the human nature, and thereby, as it were, casting

a veil over his glory. This is such a sense of Christ's humiliation as denotes infi-

nite condescension, but no diminution or loss of divine glory. It cannot, however,

be styled, his emptying himself of glory, or humbling himself in that sense in which
the apostle uses the phrase. That Christ's incarnation was the highest instance of

condescension cannot be denied ; and, if nothing more be intended than this, when
persons speak of Christ's humbling himself in his incarnation, or taking our nature

into union with his divine, we are far from denying it. But we are now speaking,

not of Christ's humbling himself in a relative sense as God, but of his being in a
state of humiliation, as God-man, Mediator. In this sense, the act of incarnation,

or taking the human nature into union with his divine Person, cannot, properly

speaking, be styled a branch of his mediatorial humiliation ; for that which tends

to constitute the Person of the Mediator, cannot be said to belong to him as Medi-
ator. For understanding this matter, let the following points be observed.

1. The Person of Christ is to be considered in two ditterent respects, namely, as

God, and as Mediator. In the former sense, he was, from eternity, a divine Per-
son, and would have been so if he had not been Mediator. But when we speak
of his Person, as Mediator, we always consider him as God-man.^

2. Every mediatorial act,^ according to the most proper and literal sense of it,

supposes the constitution of his Person as God-man Mediator ; and consequently,

it supposes him to be incarnate. This is evident from the fact that what he did
on earth was performed by him in obedience to the Father, and as having received

a commission from him, which could not be performed any otherwise than in his

human nature.

3. Christ could not be said to assume the human nature into union with his

divine Person, as God-man, for that implies a contradiction in terms ; nor could

it be said that, before his doing so, he performed any act of obedience to the law,

for that supposes the human nature to be assumed, and therefore is consequent on
his incarnation.

4. We may farther distinguish between the act of incarnation, or taking the
human nature into union with his divine Person ; and the state in which he was
afterwards. The former was an instance of divine condescension ; the latter, in

the most proper sense, was a branch of his mediatorial humiliation. This leads us

to consider the various instances in which Christ is said, in some following Answers,
to have humbled himself, namely, in his birth, life, death, and after his death.

Christ's Humiliation in his Birth.

Christ humbled himself in his birth, in various respects.

1 . He did so by submitting to be in a state of infancy, in common with all who

g Psal. cxiii. 6.

h When we consider Christ as Mediator, from all eternity, we include in this idea, his human
nature, as what was to be assumed in time. There is a prolepsis in such a mode of speaking; as,

when he is said to be 'the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.' In the same sense, he

might be said to be man, from the foundation of the uorld; and so we understand it, when we
speak of him as God-man Mediator, from all eternity.

i liy Christ's mediatorial acts, we mean every thing which he did and suffered, in the whole
course of his obedience, unto death. This is not to t)e coiisidereil in a proleptic sense, as what he
did as Mediator, before his incarnation, may be said to lie, as he might then, in some respects, be
said to execute his prophetic or kingly offices, iis Mediator, or as one who designed, in the fulness

of tiine,\o take our nature into union wiih his divine Terson.
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come into the world. This is the most inactive state of life ;
one lu which we are

under a natural incapacity of enjoying God or conversing with him, or ot being of

any other use than objectively to men. For the new-born mlant is destitute, at

least of the regular exercise of thought ; and is also exposed to various evils which

attend its infantile state ; sensible of much pain and uneasiness, which renders it

the object of compassion ; and knows not what is the secret cause of this, or how to

seek redress. Tliis stage of life our Saviour passed through ; and in doing so, ho

discovered a great degree of humiliation. We have no reason to think, with tho

Papists," that, during his infancy, he had tho perfect exercise of his reasoning

powers ' as if he had been in a state of manhood ; nor do wo suppose that the con-

trarv would have been a dishonour to him. For, if it were in no respect unbecom-

ing' 'the divine nature to continue its union with his body, when the body was

separate from liis soul, and therefore in a state of the greatest inactivity, it could be

no dishonour for it to be united to his human nature, though we suppose it to have

been durincr his infancy, in that state in which other infants arc, as having the

powers and^faculties of the soul not deduced into act, as they afterwards are. We
hence can reckon the popish opinion no other than a groundless and unnecessary

coniecture ; and cannot but admire this instance of liis humiliation, while lie was

an infant Indeed, as he came to redeem infants as well as others, it was becom-

in<r the wisdom and goodness of God that he should be like them, in most other

respects, except in their being born guilty of Adam's sin. If his passing through

the other ages of life was designed for our advantage, as he was in doing so like

unto us, and, as the apostle says, able to sympathize with us in the various miseries

which attend them ; so his passing through a state of infancy affords a similar argu-

ment for that peculiar compassion which he has for infants, under those evils to

which they are liable.

What we have here asserted against those who think it a dishonour to him, to

suppose that, during his infancy, he was liable to any imperfection as to knowledge,

is not to be reckoned a groundless conjecture, without sufficient reason to support

it. For it is expressly said in scripture, that he ' increased in wisdom, '^ as well as

' stature.' We suppose, therefore, that Christ's humiliation began in those natural

infirmities to which he was liable, and which are inseparable from a state of infancy.

2. Another branch of Christ's humiliation, respecting his birth, was that ho

should be born of a woman of very low degree in the world, rather than of one

whose circumstances and character were superior to those of all others, and called

for a corresponding degree of respect from them. The blessed virgin was, indeed,

in a spiritual sense, honoured and favoured above all women, as the salutation

given her by the angel imports : ' Hail, thou that art liighly favoured ; the Lord is

with thee ; blessed art thou among women. '
"^ Yet it is plain she was far from being

honourable in the opinion of the world. She was of the seed of David, it is true,

which was a princely line. But the sceptre was now departed from it. Hence,

when our Saviour is said to have had ' the throne of his father David'" given him

by God, it is certain he had it not from his parents in a political sense. It is called,

indeed, ' tlie throne of David,' in reference to the promise made to David,° that

one should descend from him whom God would ' set on his throne, whose kingdom

he would establish for ever.' What relates to the establishment of David's king-

dom, and the eternity of it, certainly looks farther than the reign of Solomon, or

the succession of kings who were of that line ; so that David's kingdom continuing

for ever, denotes the perpetuity of it in Christ's being set, in a spiritual sense, on

his throne. This seems to be the meaning of the angel's words, ' He shall sit on

the throne of his father David.' He had not, indeed, a right to David's crown by

natural descent from him, as that seems contrary to what was foretold ot hini.

For though it is said that ' a rod shall come of the stem of Jesse, and a braucb

k See Bellarm. Tom. i. lib. iv. cap. i. who pri-tends that it is universally held by them, when he

says ' Catholicorum communis sententia fuit. Christi animam ab ipsa sua cieatione rtpletam scientia

et eiatia ita ut nihil postea didicerit quod antea nesciret. iiec ullain actionem fecerit aut lacere

potuerit fn.ffi emendatione eguerit. Ita docent cum mapistro onin.s Tlaologi et etiam omnes

Fatres." This he endeavours to maintain by arguments, which I shall not enter into a particular

account of.
. „^ o o • lo ic

I Luke ii. 5-2. m Luke i. 28. r. Chap. i. 32. o 2 Sam. vu. 12—16.
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grow out of Lis root?,? which plainly refers to our Saviour, as being of the seed of

David ;
yet it is as plainly intimated tliat he was not to inherit the crown of David,

in a political sense, by right of natural descent from him, inasmuch as it is said,

* He shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. '"^

We may add, that his mother's condition in the world appears to have been very-

low, inasmuch as she was treated with an uncommon degree of neglect. It is par-

ticularly remarked, " with a view to set forth our Saviour's humiliation in his birth,

that ' she brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapt him in swaddling-clothes,

and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.' There

was no room, because his mother was poor, and therefore was treated with neglect.

Better accommodations were reserved for others, who, at that time, in which there

was great resort to Bethlehem, were better able to satisfy the mercenary demands

of those at whose house they lodged.

As for Joseph, his reputed father, he was not one of the great men of this world,

but lived by his industry, his occupation being that of a carpenter.* This was

sometimes objected against our Saviour by his enemies, who did not consider that

the mean condition of his parents was a part of that state of humiliation which he

was to pass through, in discharging the work for which he came into the world.

It plainly discovered that he cast the utmost contempt on all the external pomp
and grandeur of the world, and thought no honours worthy of his receiving, but

such as were of a spiritual nature.

3. There is another circumstance of humiliation, found in the places of our Savi-

our's birth and residence. He was born in Bethlehem, a city which, though once

esteemed honourable when David dwelt there, yet, at this time, was reckoned by

the Jews as not one of the principal cities of Judah. The prophet Micah styles

it, 'little among the thousands of Judah.'* But as for Nazareth, the place of his

abode, it was despised, even to a proverb ; so much so that the Jews reckoned that

nothing good or great could come out of it. Nathanael expresses their common
opinion, when he says, ' Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?'" His

being of this place was afterwards turned against him, as an argument that he was

no prophet. The Jews said, concerning not this place alone indeed, but concern-

ing the whole country in which it was, namely, Galilee, ' Out of itariseth no prophet.'^

Moreover, it is expressly intimated as a design of providence, that his being of

Nazareth should be a part of his humiliation ; for it is said, ' He dwelt in a city

called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets. He
shall be called a Nazarene.'y By this we are not to understand that any of the

prophets foretold in express words that he should be called a Nazarene, ah having

particular reference to the place where he lived. But the meaning is, that as the

prophets with one consent spake of him as being in a most low and humble state,

so this was a particular instance of his being so ; and in that respect, what was

spoken by them concerning his state of humiliation, in various instances was ful-

filled in this.^

Christ's Humiliation throughout his Life.

Christ's state of humiliation appeared throughout his whole life, in several in-

stances.

p Isa. xi. 1. q Chap. liii. 2. r Luke ii. 7. s Matt. xiii. 55.

t Micah V. 2. u John i. 46. x Chap, vii, 52. y Matt, ii. 2.3.

z This seems to he a hett( r sense of the text than what is given hy some, who suppose that it

was an accomplishment of what was foretold, hy the prophets, concerning his being lyj Netzer, 'the

Branch.' (Isa. xi. 1. Jer. xxiii. 5. Zech. vi. 12.) For that refers to his being of the seed of David,

and not to the place of his abode ; so that he could not he called the Branch, because he dwelt in

Nazareth. Others suppose that he is so called from 1-13 Nazir, which signifies, in its application,

one that dwelt in Nazareth, and, in its derivation, one that is separated, either to God, as the Naz-

arites were of old, or from men, by some peculiar marks of infamy or reproach cast upon him, as

Joseph is said to have been (Gen. xlix. 26.) ' separate from his brethren.' These do, in effect, assert

the same thing which we have observed, namely, that it is the concurrent sense of ail the prophets,

that he should be in a low and humble state, of which his residing in Nazareth was a particular in>

tance.
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1. It appeared in his subjecting himself to the law. Accordingly, he was under an
obligation to yield obedience to God in every thing whicli was required of him, dur-

ing the whole course of his life. This, indeed, was the necessary result of his in-

carnation ; so that he no sooner became man, than he was under a law which
no creature is or can be exempted from. Yet his being under it was founded on

his own consent, inasmuch as he consented to be incarnate, which was certainly an
instance of infinite condescension ; and his being, in pursuance of his consent, ac-

tually made under tlie law, was a branch of his mediatorial humiliation.

lie was made under the law, that is, he was obliged to obey its precepts. Not
only had this respect to the moral law, which, as to some of its precepts, the best of

creatures are under a natural obligation to yield obedience to ; but there were also

several positive laws to which, in common with those became to redeem, he submitted

to yield obedience. This obligation he perfectly fulfilled, as is observed in what he

says to John the Baptist, ' Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.'* This is

as if he had, ' It becometh me, in common witli all mankind, to yield perfect obe-

dience to the law. ' Elsewhere, too, he speaks of himself as having come into the world

'to fulfil the law.'^ We may observe, moreover, that it was not one single act,

but a course of obedience, which he performed, during his whole life ; or, as it is

expressed in this Answer, 'he perfectly fulfilled the law.' This accords with that

sinless perfection which is ascribed to him in scripture.

Again, he was made under the law, that is, he was subject to the curse of it

which was due to us for sin. This is called by divines the maledictory part of the

law. Now, it is said, 'Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being

made a curse for us.''' As he obeyed what the law enjoined, so he suffered what
it threatened as a punishment due to us for sin.

2. Our Saviour conflicted with the indignities of the world. When he was an
infant, ' Herod sought his life :' and, had not his 'parents been warned by God ' to

flee into another country, he would have been slain, as well as the children that

were barbarously murdered in Bethlehem.^ But he was most persecuted, and met
with the greatest indignities, after he appeared publicly in the world. Before that

time, till he was about thirty years of age, it might be reckoned a part of his humi-

liation, that he was not much known in the world, and that he was, at least, dur-

ing a considerable part of the time, dependent on and subject to his parents. It is

true, he did not meet with much opposition from the Jews, so long as they were

in expectation that he would appear as an earthly monarch, and deliver them from

the Roman yoke. But when their expectation of this was frustrated, and they saw
nothing in him but what was suitable to his state of humiliation, they were of-

fended ; and from that time the greatest injuries and indignites were oftered to

him. This will appear if we consider some particulars in their treatment of him.

They did not own his glory as the Son of God ; nor did they see and adore his

deity that was united to the human nature, when, being made flesh, he dwelt

among us. Accordingly, it is observed, that though ' the world was made by him,

the world knew him not ;'® or, as the apostle says concerning him,—for so the words

may be rendered,— ' Whom none of the princes of this world knew.'* They knew
him not nor owned him to be the Lord of glory ; and as they knew him not, so they

desired not to know him. Hence, the prophet says, ' We hid as it were our faces

from him. 's—Again, they questioned his mission, and denied him to be the Christ,

though this truth had been confirmed by so many incontestable miracles. This is

that unbelief which the Jews are so often charged with. Thus when they come to

him, and tell him, ' How long dost thou make us to doubt ? tell us plainly, whether

thou be the Christ or no?* he replies, ' I told you and ye believed not;' and he

appeals to 'the works which he did in his Father's name,''^ which, one would think,

were a sufficient evidence of his claims. Still they were obstinate and hardened

in unbelief.—Not only so, but they reproached him, as though he wrought miracles

by the power of the devil. This was the most malicious and groundless slander

that could be invented ; as though Satan's kingdom had been ' divided against it-

a Matt. iii. 15. b Chap. v. 17. c Gal. iii. 13. d Matt. ii. 1.3.

e John i. 10. f 1 Cor. ii. 8. g Isa. liii. 3. h John x. 24—26.
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self,' or as tliougli he would empower a person to work miracles, as a means to

promote the interest of God, and thereby to weaken his own, as our Saviour justly

replies to that charge.' Indeed, they knew, in their own consciences, that this was

a false accusation ; and in making it, they sinned against the greatest light, and
fullest conviction. This occasioned him to denounce that terrible and awful

threatening against them, that this ' sin should never be forgiven them, neither in

this world, nor in the world to come.'—Further, they reproached him as to his moral

character, for no other reason but because he conversed in a free and friendly

manner with his people, and went about doing them good. If he, at any time, ac-

cepted of the least common offices of kindness, or conversed with sinful men with

a design to promote their spiritual advantage, they reviled him for it. Accordingly,

he says, ' The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say. Behold a man
gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners,''^— It was also a

matter of common discourse amongst them, that he was a deceiver of the people ;

though the evidence of truth shone like a sunbeam in every thing which he. said

and did. Thus it is said, ' There was much murmuring among the people con-

cerning him ; for some said, He is a good man ; others said. Nay ; but he deceiveth

the people.''—Sometimes, too, they were uneasy at his presence, and desirous to be

rid of him and his ministry. Thus the Gergesenes, because they had suffered a little

damage in the loss of their swine, unanimously ' besought him to depart out of their

coasts.'™ They knew not their own privilege, but were weary of him who was a

public and universal blessing to the world.—Moreover, many refused to give him
entertainment in their houses, or to treat him with that civility which a common
traveller expects. This occasioned him to complain, that ' the foxes have holes

and the birds of the air have nests ; but the Son of man hath not where to

lay his head.'"—Finally, they at times, even before his last sufferings and cruci-

fixion, attempted to take away his life ; and, in doing so, they expressed the great-

est degree of ingratitude and hatred of him. Their attempts, indeed, were to no
purpose, because his liour was not yet come. Thus, when he had asserted his

divine glory, they not only charged him with blasphemy, but ' took up stones

to stone him,'° Even his fellow-citizens, among whom he had been brought up,

and to whom he usually read and expounded the scripture 'on the Sabbath days,'

not only 'thrust him out of the city,' but ' led him to the brow of an hill,' designing

to put him to death by casting him down from it ; but ' he passed through the midst

of them,' and, for the present, escaped their bloody design. This was a more
aggravated crime, as it was committed by those who were under peculiar obliga-

tions to him.'P He thus ' endured,' not only, as the apostle says, 'the contradic-

tion of sinners against himself, 'i but the most ungrateful and injurious treatment
from those to whom he had been so great a friend, and whose ingratitude enhanced
his sufferings. We see then, that, during his whole life, he might be said to have
been as the prophet styles him, ' a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

'""

3. Christ humbled himself, in being subject to those sinless infirmities which were
either common to the human nature, or particularly accompanying that low condi-

tion in which he was. Some of those afflictions which he endured took their rise

from the sin or misery of others. Thus he is said to have been ' afflicted in all the

affliction of liis people ;'* which was an instance of that great sympathy and com-
passion which he bare towards them. Sometimes lie was grieved for the degen-
eracy and apostacy of the Jewish nation, and for the contempt they cast on the

gospel, whereby his ministry, though discharged with the greatest faithfulness,

was, through the unbelief of those among whom he exercised it, without its desired

success. Accordingly, he is represented by the prophet as complaining, ' I have
laboured in vain ; I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain.'* And, wlien

he had almost finished his ministry among them, and looked upon Jerusalem as a

self-ruined people, 'he beheld the city and wept over it.'" Besides, he was some-
times grieved for the remains of corruption, and the breakings lorth of it in tlioso

i Matt. xii. 24—26. k Chap. xi. 19. 1 Jolm vii. 12. m Matt. viii. 34.
n Matt. viii. 20. o John viii. 39. p Luke iv. 16. compared with 29, 30.

q Heh. xii. 3. r Isa. liii. 3. s ha. Ixiii. 9. t Chap. xlix. 4.
u Luke xix. 41.
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whom he loved in a distinguishing manner. Thus he was sometimes afflicted iu his

own spirit, by reason of tlie hardness of the heart of his disciples, and the vari-

ous instances of their unbelief. These afflictions, more especially, might be called

relative, as the occasion of them was seated in others. But there were many afflic-

tions which he endured which were more especially personal ; such as hunger,

thirst, fatigue, weariness in travelling to and fro in the discharge of his public

ministry, and that poverty and want of the common necessaries of life which he
submitted to whose divine bounty supplies the wants of all creatures. These and
many other sutferings he endured in life, were agreeable to that state of humili-

ation in which he was during, its whole course.

Christ's Humiliation in Temptations.

Our Saviour conflicted with the temptations of Satan. It is said, ' He was in

all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin;'* and, 'He suffered being

tempted. '> We are not to understand, by his being, in all points, tempted like as

we are, that he had any temptations arising in his own soul, as we have from the

corruption of our nature ; for this would have been inconsistent with liis perfect

holiness. What the apostle says concerning us, that ' every man is tempted when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed,'^ is by no means applicable to

him. Yet that he was tempted by Satan is very evident from scripture. Some
think that Satan was let loose upon him, and suffered to express his utmost malice

against him, and to practise all those usual methods whereby he endeavours to en-

snare mankind, in two remarkable seasons of his life, namely, in his entrance on his

puldic ministry, and immediately before his last sufferings. The former none deny
;

the latter some think we liave ground to conclude from his own words, in which
he says, ' The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.'^ Here it

seems that, by ' the prince of this world,' he means the devil ; for he is so called

elsewhere,** as well as 'the god of this world, '"^ and 'the prince of the power of the

air.'*^ If this be the sense of our Saviour's words, * The prince of this world
cometh,' it is as if he had said, ' I expect that, together with my other sufferings, I

shall be exposed to the last and most violent efforts which Satan will make. As he

assaulted me when I entered on my public ministry, so he will do it now when I

am about to close my work on earth. Then he endeavoured to ensnare me with

his wiles; now he will endeavour to make me uneasy with his fiery darts.' This

was, as it were, ' the hour' of the powers of darkness ; and we may suppose that,

if they were suffered, they would attempt to discourage our Saviour, by represent-

ing to him the formidableness of the death of the cross, the insupportableness of

the wrath of God due to sin, and how much it was his interest to take some method
to save himself from those evils which were impending. Accordingly, we may sup-

pose that our Saviour apprehends the tempter as coming. But we may observe he
says, ' He hath nothing in me,' that is, ' No corrupt nature which shall make me re-

ceptive of any impressions arising from his temptations. His fiery darts, though
pointed and directed against me, shall be as darts shot against a rock, into which
they cannot enter, but are immediately repelled.' Some tliink, however, that, by
' the prince of this M'orld,' our fcJaviour does not mean the devil, any otherwise than

as he instigated his persecutors to accuse, condemn, and crucify him ; and that this

view of the phrase is most agreeable to the words innnediately preceding, ' Here-

after I will not talk much with you,' which are as if he had said, ' 1 have not much
time to converse with you ; for he who will betray me, and those who are sent to

apprehend me, are ready to come. I must, in a very little time, be accused and
tried, and, in consequence, condemned, though they will find nothing in me worthy

of death.' As it is questioned whether this sense of tlie text be not as probable as

that which we have mentioned, so that the case before us cannot be reckoned an

instance of Christ's temptation more immediately from Satan, mo shall pass it over,

and proceed to consider that conflict which, without doubt, he underwent with the

devil, iu his entrance on his public ministry.

X Heb. iv. 15. v Clap. ii. 18. z Jiuiies i. 14. a John xiv. 30.
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This we read of in Matt. iv. 1— 11. and Luke iv. 1— 13. As there is a small

difference between these two Evangelists, in the account they give of this matter,

whence the enemies of divine revelation take occasion to reproach it as if it were
inconsistent with itself, we shall briefly consider and vindicate it from this calum-
ny. We may observe that Matthew says, ' When he had fasted forty days, the

tempter came to him ;' whereas Luke says, ' He was forty days tempted of the

devil ;' and Mark speaks to the same purpose.^ Matthew seems to speak of his

temptations as at the end of the forty days. The other two Evangelists in-

timate that he was tempted, more or less, during all the forty days. There is no
contradiction between these two accounts. Luke only adds a circumstance which
Matthew omits, namely, that Satan assaulted him with various temptations during

all the time he was in the wilderness ; those which are recorded by both the Evange-
lists having been towards the end of the forty days. Again, Matthew, speaking
concerning the first of these temptations, introduces the devil as saying to our Sa-
viour, ' If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.'

Luke, on the other hand, speaks but of one stone :
' Command that this stone be

made bread.' This seeming contradiction may easily be reconciled, by consider-

ing that by these ' stones' in Matthew, may be meant ' one of these stones.' This
is a very common Hebraism. It is said, for example, that ' Jonah was gone down
to the sides of the ship,'^ that is, one of the sides ; and elsewhere it is said that,

when Christ was upon the cross, 'the thieves' who were crucified with him reviled

him,^ which Luke explains, when he says, 'One of the malefactors railed on him.'^

So, in this temptation, Satan pointing at some large stone, tempted Christ to turn

it into bread ; and Matthew intends no more, when he says, 'Command that these

stones be made bread,' than 'Command that one of them be made bread.' Again,

we observe a difference in the account given by Matthew, from that given by Luke,
respecting the order of the temptations. Matthew speaks of Satan's tempting him
' to fall down and worship him,' as the third and last temptation, which, it is more
than probable, it was ; but Luke, inverting the order, lays down this temptation in

the second place. There is, however, no contradiction between the two ; for the

credit of an historian is not weakened, provided he relate matters of fact, though
he does not, in every circumstance, observe the order in which things were done,

especially when nothing material depends upon his doing so. On the whole, there-

fore, the difference between the account of the two Evangelists is so inconsider-

able, that it is needless to say anything farther on the subject. We shall proceed,

then, to consider Christ's temptation, as we find it there recorded.

We may observe the time in which he was exposed to the temptation. This was
immediately after his baptism, when he entered on his public ministry. He had
just received a glorious testimony, by a voice from heaven, saying, ' This is my be-

loved Son, in whom I am well pleased ;'' and it is added, ' Then was he led into the

wilderness, to be tempted of the devil ;' or, as Mark farther explains it, ' Imme-
diately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.''' From this we may take occa-

sion to infer, that God's children have reason to expect, in conformity to Christ their

Head, that, after extraordinary manifestations of divine love, they may sometimes
meet with great temptations ; so that, as grace is excited by the one, it may be
exercised, tried, and the truth of it more plainly evinced by the other. Indeed,

there is in us a particular* reason for it, which was hot applicable to our Saviour ;

namely, that, after great honours conferred upon us, when God is pleased to mani-
fest himself to us, we may be kept, as the apostle says concerning himself on a
similar occasion, from being ' exalted above measure.'' We may observe, also,

how Satan shows his malice and envy against God's people ; so that, when they

are raised nearest to heaven, he will use his utmost endeavours to bring them down
to hell. Hereby he shows his opposition to God, by attempting to rob him of that

glory which he designs to bring to himself by these extraordinary manifestations ;

as well as to rob his people of the blessed fruits and effects of these manifestations,

by doing which he thinks to counteract what God is doing for them. Again, as

e Mark i. 13. f Jonah i. 6. g Matt, xxvii. 44. h Luke xxiii. 39.

i 1^1 .tt. iii, 17. k Mark i. 12. 1 2 Cor. xii. 7.
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our Saviour was tempted just before liis entrance on his public ministry, we learn

that, when (Jod designs that his people shall engage in any great, useful, and diffi-

cult work, tl'.ey are likely to meet with great temptations. These God sutters, that

he may put them upon being on their watch, and fortify them against many other

temptations which tliey may expect to meet with in the performance of their work.

Many instances of this we liave in scripture. When Moses, in particular, was
called to go into the land of Egypt,"? and when the prophet Jeremiah was sent to ' a

people whose faces he was afraid of,' " 8atan suggested several unwarrantable ex-

cuses, to discourage them from undertaking the work to which they were called.

The next thing to be observed, is the place in which Christ was exposed to these

conflicts with the tempter, namely, tlie wilderness. It is not our business to in-

quire what wilderness it was, whether one of the smaller wildernesses in the land

of Judea, or the great wilderness on the other side of Jordan, since scripture is silent

on the subject. The latter, indeed, seems more probable ; as there are higlier

mountains in it than in the other, and we read that that wilderness in which Christ

was tempted, had in it an exceeding high mountain whence the devil showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them. There was in that wilder-

ness mount Nebo, from tlie top of which Moses took a view of the whole land of

Canaan. But, passing by the consideration of the particular wilderness, in which

Christ was tempted, we sliall observe only that the place which providence designed

for this conflict was a wilderness. One reason for selecting such a place was that

Christ might fast during the time of his being there, that being a place destitute of

necessary food. This was ordered by providence, not only as a particular instance of

his humiliation, but that Satan might take occasion to suit one of his temptations

to his condition, as being an hungered. Another reason was, that being separate

from all liis friends and acquaintance, he might be neither helped nor hin-

dered by them ; so that Satan might have the greatest advantage he could de-

sire against him, as solitude is a state most adapted to temptations ; and conse-

quently that Christ's affliction, and tlie victory he should obtain, should be more
remarkable. As no one was with him to offer him any assistance ; so none could

take occasion to claim a part in his triumph over the advei^«ary. As to what is

said, in the text, concerning his being 'led by the Spirit into the wilderness to

be tempted,' we humbly conceive that it is the Holy Spn-it who is there intended,

as the words seem to import. It would not be so proper to say, He was led by the

impure spirit, the devil, to be tempted of the devil. Besides, Luke says, that,
' being full of the Holy Ghost, he was led by the Spirit,' that is, the Holy Ghost,

with whom lie was filled, ' into the wilderness.'" Moreover, it does not seem
agreeable to the holiness of Christ, to suppose that he went into the wilderness at

the motion and instigation of the devil; for that would have been an unjustifiable

action. We may lawfully go in the way of temptation when providence leads us
there ; but it is not lawful for us to go within the verge of Satan's temptations by
his own instigation. This seems farther probable from its being said, that, * after

the devil was departed from him, he returned in,' or by, ' tlie power of the Spirit

into Galilee. 'P If he returned by the power of the Holy Spirit out of the wilder-

ness, have we not equal ground to conclude that he was led by him into it at first ?

It may be said, indeed, that he did not go into the wilderness by the instigation of

the devil, but was carried thither with violence by him. But though this would
clear our Saviour from the guilt of going by the devil's persuasion in tlie way of

temptation ; yet we can hardly allow that God would suffer the devil to have so

much power over Christ's body, as to carry him whitlier he pleased by a violent

motion. It may be replied, that the devil might as well be said to carry him into

the wilderness, as to take him up into the holy city, and set him upon a pinnacle

of the temple, by a violent motion. In tliis sense some understand that passage
in the second temptation in which it is said that the devil did so.i What answer
may be given to this, will appear from what may farther be said, when we speak
of this temptation in particular.

We shall now consider the three temptations, mentioned in this scripture, to

m Exod. iv. 1, 10, 13. n Jer. i. 6, 8. o Luke iv. 1. p Ver. 14. q Ver. 5.
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which he -was exposed. Looking at them in a general way, we may observe that

the two first were very subtle ; so much so that some vrould hardly have discerned

wherein the sin lay, had he complied with them. This, however, will be considered

under a following Head. We need only remark, at present, that herein he acted

like a deceiver, and appeared to be, as he is elsewhere called, ' the old serpent.'

In the third temptation, when he tempted our Saviour to fall down and worship

him, he openly discovered his own vileness, and blasphemously usurped that glory

which is due to God alone.—Again, in these temptations he insinuates that some
advantage would accrue to our Saviour from his compliance with them. Gener-

ally, when he tempts us, also, he makes an overture of some advantage which we
shall gain by our compliance. The advantage he proposed by the first temptation,

was that Christ, by complying with it, might prevent his starving with hunger.

By the second, he proposed that he might gain popular applause, by casting him-

self down from the temple among the people who were walking near it, that they

might admire him for the wonderful action. In both these temptations, also, he

urges him to give a proof of his being the Son of God, by which means his doc-

trine might be more readily received. In the third temptation, indeed, the advan-

tage is altogether carnal, and such as, had Satan considei'ed the holiness of the

Person he was speaking to, and his contempt of the kingdoms of the world and the

glory of them, he might easily have supposed that our Saviour would have despised

the overture, as well as abhorred the action.—Farther, we may observe that, in

the second temptation, the devil refers to a promise contained in scripture, and so

puts Christ upon that which carries in it the appearance of duty, namely, his depend-

ing upon the divine protection, in expectation that God would give his angels charge

over him. But he quotes the scripture fallaciously, by leaving out a very material

thing contained in it, ' He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in

all thy ways ;'* whereby it is implied, that none have a right to depend on the

divine protection, but they who are in the way of duty, which Christ would not

have been had he complied with this temptation.—Another thing we observe is,

that our Saviour not only refused to comply with the temptation, in all these three

instances, but he assigned a reason of his refusal, whereby it appears that he acted

with judgment. Hereby we are instructed not only to refuse to comply with

Satan's temptations, but to be able to give a reason of our refusal.—Moreover, as

our Saviour answers all the temptations, by referring to scripture, which he ad-

hered to as a rule to direct his conduct, and as by this course he expressed the

greatest deference to it ; so he teaches us to do the same, as the psalmist says,

* By the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.'* It is

by ' the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,' that we ' quench all the

fiery darts of the wicked. '

*

We shall now proceed to consider the three temptations in particular, together

with our Saviour's an.swer to each of them. We shall do this in the order in which

they are related by the evangelist Matthew."

The first temptation was, that he would prove his being the Son of God, by-

commanding stones to be made bread. The subtilty of this temptation consists in

its seeming to be not only lawful but necessary for Christ, on some occasions, to

give a proof that he was the Son of God ; his working of miracles being the way
by which this was to be done. Nor would it seem, to some, unlawful for him to

work a miracle by turning stones into bread ; for we read among other miracles,

of his multiplying the loaves and fishes to feed the multitude. Why, then, it might

be asked, may he not produce bread, in a miraculous manner, as well now, as at

any other time ? Again, Satan puts him upon working this miracle, from a prin-

ciple of self-preservation, whicli is a duty founded in the law of nature, to supply

himself with necessary food, being an hungered ; and, if it was lawful for him to pro-

duce bread to feed others, was it not lawlul to do the same for his own subsistence,

especially as he was in a place in which food was not to be obtained by any other

means ? He pretends, moreover, to have a great concern for our Saviour's wel-

fare, that so he might not pcrisli with hunger. He thought to gain an advantage

r Ttal. xci, 11. s Psal. xvii. 4. t Eph. vi. 16, 17. u Chap. iv.
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over him, by a pretence of friondsliip, as he often does in those temptations he offers

to us, to promote our own weltaro by unlawiul means.

Let us now consider wherein the snare lay, wliich our Saviour was thoroughly ap-

prized of; and in what respects he would have sinned, had he complied with tho

temptation. We remark, then, that it was not lawful for him to work a miracle

to gratify the devil. A particular reason for this is, that his doing it would have

been contrary to tlie general end and design of his working miracles, which was
only for tlie advantage of his people, who are the proper subjects of conviction by
them. For him to work them with any other design, would have been to prosti-

tute a sacred ordinance, or to apply it to a person to whom it did not belong.

When the woman of Canaan came to him, beseeching him to work a miracle, in

casting the devil out of her daughter, she being not a member of the Jewish church

nor one of ' the lost sheep of the house of Israel,' our Saviour tells her that it was ' not

meet to take the children's bread and cast it unto dogs,' and that he was not ' sent

but unto tho lost sheep of the house of Israel,''' that is, he was to work miracles for

the conviction of those only who were the proper subjects of conviction. Nor,

doubtless, would he have wrought the miracle at her request, had she not been a

proper subject of conviction ; which she was, as an elect person, though not by nature

an Israelite. Now, to apply this to our present purpose, the devil was not a sub-

ject of conviction, and therefore Christ was not obliged to prove himself the Son of

God to him ; for which reason he would have sinned, had he complied with his

temptation. But had it been otherwise, it does not seem necessary, at this time,

for him to prove himself to be the Son of God ; for his being so had but a little

before been sufficiently attested by a voice from heaven ; so that to work a mira-

cle to confirm it at present, would argue a kind of disbelief of that testimony.

Again, for Christ to work a miracle for his own subsistence, seems unaccordant

with the main design of his working miracles, which, as was before hinted, was
his people's conviction that he was the Messiah. Accordingly, it does not sufficiently

appear that he ever provided for the necessities of himself or his family in such a

way.y But suppose he had at any time subsisted himself by working a miracle,

it would have argued a distrust of the providence of God to have supplied his hun-

ger, at present, in that way; as if God, who had hitherto preserved him without
food, could not have continued to do so, as long as he was in the •wilderness. It

would also have been contrary to one design of his being le(> thither by tho Spirit

;

which was, that he might humble himself by fasting, as well as conflict with Satan's

temptations.

Let us now consider Christ's answer to the first temptation that was offered by
the devil. This is contained in verse 4, ' It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.' The
scripture here referred to, is Deut. viii. 3, where we have the very same words

;

which, as they are applied by our Saviour to repel this temptation, imply tliat man
lias a better life to secure, than that which is maintained by bread, namely, the

life of the soul. Accordingly, it is said, ' A man's life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of the things which hepossesseth.'^ If we understand the passage in this sense,

X Matt. XV. 22. 26.

y Some ancient and modern writers have supposed, that our Saviour provided for the necessities

of liis parents in a miraculous way. But the aiguiniMit uhich they briiij^ to prove this, is not suffi-

ciently conclusive, iianieiy, that when he wrou^;ht his first public miracle, in Cana of Galilee, men-
tioned in John ii., his mother desired him to «ork a miracle to supply them at the marria>,'efeasl

with wine, verse 3, which, they suppose, she »\ould never liave thouglit of, had he not, sonie time
before, wrou^iht miracles in private to supply htr necessities, or provide food for her family. But
this does not loliovv from her desiritij; liim to do it iio^v ; since she might know, that, when he had
entered on his public miniKtry, he was to work miracles, and therefore desired him, on this occa-

sion, to put forth the first instance of his divine power lluTein. Again, this is said to be the be-
ginning of miracles which he did in Cana of Galilee, verse II, and probably the first miracle
vhich he wiought in any place. Indeed, his r^ ply to her. when she desired that he would work
the miracle, seems to imply, that he had never wrought miracles to provide lor her family. He sa\8.

•Woman, what have I to do with thee?" which is, as if he had saiii, my working miracles is no part
of that obedience w liicb I owe to thee, nor art thou to expect any private advantage thereby; for

thise are '.o be wrought with another view.

z Luke xii. 1 J.
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it is as if he had said, ' If I comply with this temptation, I should sin against mj
own soul ; and, by using unlawful means to support my natural life, should lose

that spiritual life, which consists in the divine favour.' Or rather, the meaning of

the passage is, that it is by the word of God's power that our lives are upheld.

Now, tliough this power is ordinarily exerted in the use of means, by applying the

proper food which God gives us ; yet it can sustain us without it, when we are

called, in an extraordinary manner by him, to depend upon it, and have ground to

conclude, as our Saviour now had, that our dependence shall not be in vain.

Christ had depended upon it, for almost forty days, since he first was brought into

the wilderness ; and he therefore concluded, that it was his duty to exercise the

same dependence so long as he was there.

The second temptation was that in which Satan endeavoured to persuade him

to cast himself down from a pinnacle of the temple, expecting that God would pre-

serve him safe from danger. He pretended that ' God would give his angels charge

concerning him, and that in their hands they should bear him up, lest at any

time he should dash his foot against a stone.' This was a snare laid by the

subtle adversary for his life. In this as well as in the former temptation, he so-

licited him to distrust the providence of God ; and our Saviour's reply contains

an intimation of his firm resolution to depend upon it, for his farther preservation,

though without the necessary food of life. Now Satan tempts him, since he is re-

solved to depend on the power and providence of God, to do this in an unlawful way

;

which is no other than a presuming on the divine protection without a sufiicient

warrant. He tempts him, also, to the sin of self-murder, which would be the con-

sequence of his presumption. For, if providence did not preserve him, which he

had not sufficient ground to conclude that it would, when engaged in an unlawful

action, such as throwing himself down from the temple would have been, his doing

this would certainly have proved his death. The tempter had it in view, also, to

put a stop to the work of our redemption, and defeat the great design of Christ's

coming into the world. For if Christ had died in this way, by his own hands, he

would have contracted guilt, and brought a dishonour to the divine name, rather

than have given satisfaction to divine justice, and finished the work he was sent

into the world to perform. Moreover, Satan tempts him to a vain-glorious and

fruitless action, which was far fi-om answering any valuable end. His throwing

himself down from the*top of the temple, among the people who were gathered to-

gether in that public place of resort, might, it is true, have amused them when
they saw a person flying througli the air. But it would not have been an expe-

dient to confirm their faith ; for there was no explicit appeal to such a miracle for

the confirmation of any contested doctrine, so that it would have contradicted the

general design of his working miracles, and in that respect been unlawful. Had
he been, indeed, at this time, at the bottom of the temple, disputing with the Jews

about his mission, and offering to confirm it by such a miracle as they should

choose ; and, had they insisted on it, that he should go up to the top of the temple,

and cast himself down amongst them, and signified that this miracle should decide

the controversy for their conviction, I do not apprehend that it would have been

unlawful for him to have done it ; nor would it have been an act of presumption

for him to expect divine protection in so doing. But the case was otherwise at

present. The devil, who was assaulting him in the wilderness, as was formerly ob-

served, was no proper subject of conviction ; and none of his people were present,

to desire that this miracle .should be wrought in order that they might believe.

Having thus considered the matter of the second temptation in general, it may
not be amiss for us to inquire into the meaning of those words which are generally

considered as preparatory to it :
' The devil taketh him up into the holy city, and

setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.''' Tlio most common opinion of those

who give their sense of this scripture, is that the devil had power over the body of

Christ, to carry it from place to place. This they reckon not to be an improbable

supposition, from the account which some give, who write on the subject of witch-

craft, of persons being so carried by him in a preternatural way. These relations,

u Matt. iv. 5.
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however, have not much weight; and many persons of judgment question their

truth. But whether they be true or false, they make nothing tor the purpose for

which they are brought. We do not question that the devil, by divine permission,

might can-y persons, by a violent motion, from place to pla.'C ;
bu whether our

Saviour wai carried by him from the wilderness to the top ot the temple, is the

question to be .lebated. They who suppose this to have been really done, either

think that Christ went there together with, and at the instigation of tlie devil,

without anv thing preternatural in his being conveyed thither by him
;
or that the

devil carried him tliither from the wilderness through tlie air. Ihe latter is the

more commonly received opinion. But we cannot see sufficient reason to acquiesce

in either of them. As to the former opinion. I cannot think it lawiul lur our ba-

viour to go from the wilderness to the temple at the instigation of the devil
;
tor

that would be to go in the way of temptation, without a divine warrant. Had the

Spirit of God carried him thither, and encouraged him to throw himself down

thence, it would have been his duty to do it. as much as it was to abide in the

wilderness, being led thither by the Holy Spirit. But as it would have been un-

lawful for him to come into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil
;
so it would

have been no less unlawful to go thence to the temple at his desire. Moreover, it

may be greatly questioned, whether our Saviour was tit to take so long a journey,

as from the wilderness to the temple, after he had lasted forty days, and, it may

be, his strength impaired. Indeed, when we read "^ of liis return out of the wilder-

ness into his own country, it was by the power of the Spirit, which supplied Ifc

want of strength for so great a journey. Hence, as his coming thither was by ti

Spirit, so his safe conduct back was by the same Spirit. Nor can we suppose that

he went out of the wilderness till the Spirit carried him out into his own country :

so that it does not appear that he went to the temple by the solicitation ot the

devil, to be tempted by him there, and afterwards returned to the wilderness to

submit to his last temptation. "While we reject this opinion, we cannot altogether

adopt the other, which, as was formerly observed, is the most common, namely, that

the devil was permitted to carry our Saviour through the air, and set him on a

pinnacle of the temple. This, it is said, seems, for various reasons, to be the more

direct and literal sense of the words of the evangelist, relating to the matter. But

the pinnacle of the temple, upon which the devil is supposed to have set our Sa-

viour, was, as some writers observe, the sharp point, or apex, or extremity of a

cone, on which it was not possible for the smallest bird to perch ;
so that a man

could not stand upon it. and consequently Christ could not be said to be set upon

it. To this it is generally replied, that by his being set on a pinnacle of the tem-

ple, is meant his being set upon one of the battlements, near one of the spires of

the temple, on which men mav conveniently stand. Here it is supposed the devil

placed our Saviour, and then tempted him to cast himself down. But suppose

this to be sufficient to account for those words which speak of Christ's being set on

a pinnacle of the temple, and so to enervate the force of the preceding reasoning,

let it be farther considered, that it does not seem probable that the devil should

have so much power over our Saviour as to carry him from place to place at his

will. But if it be replied to this, that it contains no absurdity for God to sutler it,

and that it was not any moral evil in Christ to be thus carried, who must be sup-

posed to have been altogether passive in the matter, let it be farther considered that, if

the devil really carried him through the air. from the wilderness to the temple, he

could not well have done so in an invisible way. To suppose that he could is con-

trary to the nature of things ; for even the motion of a bird, which is a far less

creature, tlirougli the air, if it be in the day-time, is not invisible. Now, if this

preternatural motion of our Saviour's body through the air was visible, how comes

it to pass that no notice was taken of it bv the Jews, especially as it would have

been as remarkable an occurrence as his Hying from a pinnacle of the temple to

the "-round? Some of them, doubtless, would liave been amused at it; and proba-

bly ft would have given them occasion to them to have said something concerning

this preternatural event. Others, it may be, would have reproached him lor it
;
and

b Luke iv. 14.
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from his flying by the power of the devil, would have taken occasion to say, that

his other miracles were wrought by the same power, which would have given plausi-

bility to their objection when they said, ' He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the

prince of the devils.' It may be farther objected, that the devil might carry him
to the top of the temple by night, and so his motion through the air not be observed.

But this seems very improbable ; for then he must have continued there all night,

till the people were gathered together next day on the plain at the foot of it, other-

wise his casting himself down would not have answered the end designed, there

being none of the Jews present to observe the miracle ; and so the devil might have

spared the pains of carrying him to a pinnacle of the temple, and might have as

well tempted him to have cast himself down from a precipice in the wilderness.

We own, notwithstanding, that it might be replied to this, that the devil might

raise a thick fog in the air in the day-time, so that the people could not see him

conveyed from the wilderness to the temple. But, though this was possible, it does

not seem probable, especially when we consider the otlier reasons brought against

this supposition in general. We must have recourse, therefore, to some other

sense in which this scripture is to be understood. Some suppose that the event

occurred o"nly in vision, and that Christ continued all the while in the wilderness.

This opinion accounts, in some measure, for several difficulties which would arise

from the supposition of the devil's having power over him to carry him from place

to place ; and it agrees with the other scriptures which speak of his being tempted

forty days in the wilderness. Yet the opinion does not appear very probable, as it

supposes the devil to have had a greater power over Christ's imagination than can

readily be allowed. It seems also to contain an absurdity ; for Christ could not

be said to work a miracle by throwing himself from a pinnacle of the temple, if

he were all the while standing in the wilderness ; and what proof would that have

been of his being the Son of God? It may be objected, that many things are said

by the prophets to be done in vision, which could not well be said to be done other-

wise. Thus, the prophet Ezekiel, when he was among the captives in Babylon, is

said to have been 'taken by a lock of his head, and, by the Spirit, lifted up between

the earth and the heaven, and brought in the visions of God to Jerusalem ;'*> the

meaning of which is, that he had an impression to this effect made on his imagina-

tion, not much unlike a dream, which inclined him, at the same time, to think him-

self carried to Jerusalem, and to behold the idolatry which was practised there.

But this was a divine impression upon the soul of the prophet ; and we are not

inclined to think that, because God has sometimes appeared in vision to his people,

the devil was suffered to do so with respect to our Saviour, or to have power over his

imagination to give it that disturbance which would be the result. There is another

sense, then, a little different from this, in which we cannot but acquiesce, though

not without great deference to those who are otherwise minded, namely, that the

devil had neither power over Christ's body, nor actually carried him from the wil-

derness to a pinnacle in the temple, on the one hand ; nor had he power to give

disturbance to his imagination, on the other ; but that he tempted him, or endea-

voured to persuade him to go with him to Jerusalem, which is called the Holy City,

and then to go up to the top of the temple, and so cast himself down among the

people. The principal objection brought against this sense of the words is taken

from its being contrary to the literal or grammatical sense of them, inasmuch as

the devil is said ' to have taken him up into the Holy City, and set him on a pinnacle

of the temple ;' words which seem to imply more than merely his discoursing with

him of going thither, and casting himself down thence. The only answer which

needs be given to this objection is, that, as what is done in vision is represented in

scripture as if it had been actually done, why may we not suppose that what is

offered in conversation may be represented as if it had been actually done, espe-

cially considering that what was only discoursed of between persons, is sometimes

said to be done ? Thus, when the chief butler reports the conversation which he

and tlie chief baker had with Joseph in the prison, he represents Joseph as doing

what lie only spake of, when he says, * Me he restored unto mine office, and him

c Ezek viii. 3.
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he hanged.'*^ There is, tlicrcfore, no absurdity in .su|iposing that the devil's 'carry-

ing' our Saviour ' to Jerusalem,' and * setting him on a pinnacle of the temple,'

denotes nothing else but his tempting liim to go thither. If we understand the

passage in this sense, the temptation is not less subtle or pernicious in its design,

nor our Saviour's answer less apposite and to the purpose, than if we suppose the

devil to have had power to carry him tliither.

We shall now consider Christ's answer to the temptation. This is contained in

the words, 'Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.' Here he refers to the words

of Moses, ^ which, though they more immediately relate to the people's ' murmur-
ing,' and questioning whether ' God was among them or not,'' on which account

the name of the place was called Massah
; yet, as there are various ways of tempt-

ing God, this might well be applied by our Saviour to his own case, in answer to

Satan's temptation. Thus understood, they are as if he had said, ' I Mill not

tempt the Lord my God, by desiring a farther proof of my sonship, which has so

lately been attested by a voice from heaven ;' or rather, ' I will not tempt him, so

as to expect his protection, when engaged, according to thy desire, in an unlawful

action.'

The third and last temptation, which was the most audacious, vile, and blasphe-

mous of all, is narrated in verses 8, 9, in whicli Satan makes to him an overture of

' the kingdoms of the world, and the glory thereof,' provided ' he would fall down
and worship him.' Here we may observe something preparatory to the temptation.

\ is said, ' The devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth
nim all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them.' Whether this was ac-

tually done, or he only tempted him to go up into an high mountain, which was
more convenient for this purpose, I will not peremptorily determine. There arc

not so many difficulties attending the supposition that it was actually done, as there

were in the former temptation. If it be concluded tliat it was actually done, it is

very much to be doubted whether there was any mountain so high that he miglit

thence have a prospect of the kingdoms of the world ; or, if there was an exceeding
high mountain in the wilderness where Christ was tempted, yet, if we consider the

nature of vision, there are two things which would hinder a person's seeing the

kingdoms of the world, though it were from the highest mountain. One of these

is the convexity or unevenness of the surface of the earth. This would hinder the

strongest eye from seeing many kingdoms of the world. Besides, the sight would
be hindered by other mountains intervening. The other circumstance is, that if

there were several kingdoms or countries which might be beheld from the top of

an exceeding high mountain, the organ of sight is too weak to reach many miles.

Hence, when Moses was commanded by God to go up to the top of mount Pisgah
to take a view of the whole land of Canaan, it is generally thought that there was
something miraculous in his strengthening his sight to see to the utmost bounds of the

land. Accordingly it is said that ' the Lord showed him all the land.'K But this

can hardly be applicable to the case before us, relating to the devil's showing our
Saviour all the kingdoms of the M'orld. The best and most common sense, there-

fore, is that he made a representation of the kingdoms and glories of the world in

the air, and presented them to our Saviour's view in a moment ; and a mountain
was more convenient for this purpose tlian if he had done it in a valley. This
seems to be the most probable sense of the text.

We sliall now consider the temptation itself. This is mentioned in ver. 9, ' AU
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.' The evange-
list Luke adds, as a farther illustration of this temptation, something which is omitted
by Matthew, namely, that ' the power ' of conferring a right to the kingdoms of the
world, was 'delivered unto him,' and that 'to whomsoever he will, he gives it.'^ In
this temptation, we may observe the abominable pride and insolence of the devil,

and his appearing to be the father of lies. Nothing could bo more false than for

him to assert that the world was given him to dispose of as he pleased. W^hat-
ever hand he may have in disposing of it among his subjects, by divine permission,

d Gen. xli. 13. e Deut. vi. 16. f Exod. xvii. 7. g Deut. xxxiv. 1.

h Luke iv. 6.
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he has no right to do this ; so that in his claiming to have such a right -vre may
observe his proud and blasphemous insinuation, in pretending to have a grant from

God to dispose of that which he reserves in his own hand, to give as he pleases.

Again, all that he pretends to give our Saviour, is ' the kingdoms of the world ;'

and, he proposes that, in exchange for them, he must quit his right to that better

world which he had by inheritance a right to, and a power to dispose of, which the

devil has not. Further, he pretends to give our Saviour nothing but what, as God
and Mediator, he had a right to. This Satan maliciously questions, when, by the

overture he makes of the kingdoms, he insinuates that he must be beholden to him
for them. Moreover, he makes his proposal, as an expedient for him to arrive at

glory and honour in an easier way, than to attain it by sufferings. The tempta-

tion is as if he had said, ' Thou expectest a kingdom beyond this world, but there are

many troubles which lie in the way to it. Now, by following my advice, and com-
plying with this temptation, thou mayest avoid those sufferings, and enter into the

present possession of the kingdoms and glories of this world.' By offering these

kingdoms and the glory of them, it is probable, he makes him an overture of the

whole Roman empire. But this our Saviour despises, for he offered it who had no
right to give it ; and the terms, on which the overture was made, were very dis-

honourable ; and the honour itself was such as he did not value, for his kingdom
was not of this world. If he had aimed at earthly grandeur, he might easily have

attained it ; for we read, that on one occasion, not only might he have been made
a king, but the people intended to come and 'make him so by force.'* On that

occasion, he discovered the little value he had for this honour, by his retiring from
them into ' a mountain himself alone,' rather choosing to continue in the low state

which he designed to submit to in this world, as a man of sorrows and acquainted

with grief. Such was the overture made by Satan to our Saviour ; and the con-

dition on which he made it, was that he 'should fall down and worship him.' Here
we may observe his pride, in pretending to have a right to divine honour, and how
he attempts to usurp the throne of God, and that to such a degree that no one

must expect favours from him, without giving him that honour which is due to Crod

alone. Again, lie boldly and blasphemously tempts Christ to abandon and with-

draw hiinself from his allegiance to God, and, at the same time, to deny his own
deity as the object of worship, and thereby to cast away that crown of glory which
he has by nature, and to put it on the head of his avowed enemy.

Having thus glanced at Christ's third and last temptation, we may now consider

his reply to it, together with the repulse given to the adversary, and the victory

obtained over him, who hereupon 'departed from him.' Here we may observe

that he again makes use of scripture, referring to what is said therein, in different

words, though the sense is the same, ' Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve

him, and to him shalt thou cleave.'*' This is a duty founded not only in scripture,

but in the law of nature, and may be proved from the perfections of God, and our

relation to him as creatures. Further, our Saviour detests the temptation with

the greatest abhorrence, can no longer bear to converse with the blasphemer, and
therefore says, ' Get thee hence, Satan.' He commands him to be gone ; and
Satan immediately leaves him, being, as it were, driven away by his almighty

power. This is more than wc can do ; yet, in a similar case, we ought, as the

apostle did, to 'beseech the Lord that he might depart from us,'^ or to use our

Saviour's words on another occasion, ' The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan.' Thus
Christ's temptations, though very grievous and afflictive, were not only surmounted,

but the adversary that assaulted him, was overcome by him, in his own person.

From what has been said concerning Christ's temptations, we infer the desperate

and unparalleled boldness of Satan. Though lie knew well enough that Christ

was the Son of God, and therefore able not only to resist but to destroy him ; yet

he ventured thus to assault him, though, at other times, he appeared to be afraid

of him, and said, ' Art thou come to destroy us before the time ?'™ and elsewhere,

'Art thou come to torment us before the time?'" Besides, he knew that, by tempt-

i John vi. 15. k Dent. vi. 13. and chap. x. 20. 1 2 Cor. xii. 8. m Mark i. 24,

n Matt. viii. 29.
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ing Christ, his own guilt and misery would be increased. But what will not malice,

aui a deep-rooted hatred of (Jod and godliness, prompt persons to! The attempt

was certainly most unfeasible, as well as prejudicial to himself. Did Satan suppose

that he should gain a victorj' over him? Could lie think, that he who was God as

well as man, was not more than a match for him? It may be, he might hope, that

thougli the human nature of Christ was united to the divine, yet it might be left

to itself ; and then ho tliought it more possil)le to gain some advantages against it.

But this was a groundless supposition, and altogetlier unbecoming the relatiou

which there is between the two natures. It was impossible also that Christ should

be overcome—inasmuch as he was tilled with the Holy Ghost from liis conception

—

and the unction which he liad received from the Holy Ghost, would liave effectually

secured him from falling. Whether tlie devil knew this or not, he did not con-

sider it : and therefore his attempt against our Saviour, was an act of the most stu-

pendous folly in him, who is described as the old serpent for his great subtilty.

Again, from Christ's temptation we may infer the greatness of his sufferings.

It could not but be grievous to him to be insulted, attacked, and the utmost en-

deavours used to turn him aside from his allegiance to God, by the worst of hi.s

enemies. As Satan's temptations are not the smallest part of the affliction of Christ's

people ; so they cannot be reckoned to have been the smallest part of his own. Yet
the issue of them was glorious to himself, and shameful to the enemy that attacked

him. This affords encouragement to believers, under the various temptations they

are exposed to. They are not, indeed, to think it strange that they are tempted, in-

asmuch as, in their being so, they are conformed to Jesus Christ, the Captain of their

salvation ; but they may, from Christ's temptation, be instructed that it is not a sin

to be tempted, though it is a sin to comply with Satan's temptations ; and therefore

they have no ground to conclude, as many do, that they are not God's children,

because they are tempted. Moreover, they may hope, not only to be made par-

takers of Christ's victory, as the fruits and effects of it redound to the salvation of

his people, but to receive help and succour from him when they are tempted.

He who ' suffered, being tempted, is able to succour them that are tempted.'"

o HK ii. 18.

[Note 3 T. Christ's ' Emptying Himself.'— Pnul does not say, as Dr. Ridgeley represents him,
' Christ emptied himself of his (/tori/,' but simply, ' he emptied himself,' iavToi/ ixivuiri. From the
structure of the apostle's sentence, it seems clear that this clause states in general terms what the
remaining clauses mention in detail. Hence, Christ's 'emptying himself consisted, not in laying

aside his glory, but in his taking upon himself the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of

men, and being found in fashion as a man,' ' Eavrov txtvuri, fio^(priy iouXeu XaSajy, tv e/^oiufian ecv^gurut

yuofctves' xai trxnftari lii^i^ns us avS^uTo;. His glory was essential and unchatjgeable. In respect
to everything which he was in his preincarnate state,—everything which he is in his divine nature,

—he is 'the same yesterd.iy, to day, and (or ever.' Even in his deepest humiliation, while incar-

nate on earth, his very disciples, dim though their views were of his character, and obscure their

conceptions of his majesty, ' beheld iti him the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of

grace and truth,' John i. 14. Very incautious and unwarrantable language is often used on the
subject of the divine glory of Christ in connexion with his incarnation,—language which is more
suited to the Arian creed than the orthodox, and which ought to be carefully avoided, as tending
to mar our ideas of our Lord's essential deity Ed.]

CHRIST'S HUMILIATION IN AND AFTER HIS DEATH.

Question XLIX. How did Christ humble himself in his death f

Answer. Christ humbled himself in his death, in that having been betrayed by Judas, forsaken
by his disciples, scorned and pi jected by the world, condemned by Pilate, and tormented by his

persi cutors, having also conflicted with the terrors of d> ath, and the powers of darkness, felt and
borne the weight of God's wrath, he laid down his life an offering for sin, enduring the painful,

shameful, and cursed death of the cross.

Question L. Wherein consisted Christ's humiliation after his death f

Answer. Christ's humiliation after his death, consisted in his being buried, and continuing in

the state of the dead, and under the power of death, till the third day, which bath been other-
wise expressed in these words, ' He descended into hell.'

I 4 F



594 Christ's humiliation in

Christ's Humiliation immediateJj/ before and in his Death.

In considering the subject of these Answers, we are led to take a view of our
Saviour, in the last stage of life, exposed to those sufferings which went more im-
mediately before, or attended his death.

1. Let us consider him in his sufferings in the garden, when his soul was exceed-

ing sorrowful, even unto death. He desired his disciples, not only as an act of

their sympathy with and regard to him in his agony, that they would tarry at a
small distance' from him, while he went a little farther and prayed, as one who
tasted more of the bitterness of that cup which he was to drink, than he had done
before ; but he pressed this upon them, as what was necessary to their own advan-
tage, when he said, ' Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. '^ But
they seemed very little concerned, either for his distress, or for their own impend-
ing danger ; for, when he returned, he found them asleep, and upbraided them for

it. ' What,' said he, 'could ye not watch with me one hour?'*! Afterwards, too,

though he had given them this kind and gentle reproof for their unaccountable
stupidity, and had repeated his charge that they should watch and pray

; yet, when
he came a second time, he found them asleep again.'' Now it was, doubtless, an
addition to his afflictions, that they who were under the highest obligations to him,
should be so little concerned for him.

2. He was next betrayed by Judas, a pretended friend ; and his being so added to

his affliction. His being betrayed does not argue any unwillingness in him to suffer,

as is evident from his own words, some time before, ' I have a baptism to be baptized

with, and how am I straitened till it be accomplished?'^ as also from his going up
to Jerusalem with that design, knowing that his hour was at hand. How easily

might he have declined this journey, had he been unwilling to suffer ? And, if he
thought it his duty to be at Jerusalem, at the feast of the passover—which was not
absolutely necessary, as all were not obliged to go thither at that feast—he might,
notwithstanding, had he been unwilling to suffer, have gone thither privately. In-

stead of doing so, however, he made a more public entrance into it than was usual,

riding in triumph, and accepting the loud acclamations and hosannas of the multi-

tude ; which, any one might suppose, would draw forth the envy of his inveterate

enemies, and sharpen their malice against him, and thereby hasten the execution of

their bloody design.—Again, that he did not suffer unwillingly, appears trom the

fact, that, when the band of offlcers, being led by Judas, was sent to apprehend him,
' he asked them. Whom seek ye ? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth ; Jesus
saith unto them, I am he.' Upon this, we are told, ' they went backward, and fell

to the gi'ound,'* and gave him an opportunity to make his escape, had he intended
to decline these last sufferings. But he not only delivered himself into their hands,
but prohibited the overture of a rescue which Peter attempted in his favour." As
to his being betrayed into the hands of liis enemies, by one of his disciples, this is

often mentioned as a very considerable part of his sufferings. The price which the
traitor demanded, or which was the most that they would give him for the barbar-
ous and inhuman action, was thirty pieces of silver.'^ This was foretold by the pro-

phet, and is represented as an instance of the highest contempt which could be cast

upon our Lord. He calls it ' a goodly price that I was prized at of them. '^ It

was the price. of 'a servant,' or slave, when 'pushed by an ox, so that he died.'*

This circumstance shows how little he was valued by those who were under the
highest obligations to him. And providence permitted his betrayer to be a part of

his sufferings, that we may learn from it, that liypocrites sometimes mix themselves
with his faithful servants, and that, notwithstanding the mask or disguise of religion

which tliey affect, their hypocrisy will, one time or other, be made manifest. This
was a wound given, not by an open enemy, but by a pretended friend, and therefore

was the more grievous. It might also give occasion to some to cast a reproach on

I

p Matt. XX vi. 38, 39, 41. q Ver. 40. r Ver. 43. s Luke xii. 50. t John xviii. 4—6.
u Ver. 10, 11. X A piece of silver is the same which is elsewhere called a shekel, which

was valued at about half-a-ciown, English money ; so that the whole price for which our Saviour
was sold into their hands, was no more than three pounds fifteen shillings. y Zech. xi. 13.

z Exod. xxi. 32.
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his follower.-for what will not mali.-e sometimes suggest as f the> were all l.ko

Tudas and as if their pretence to religion were no other l.an hypocrisy

f Vno he part of Ch humiliation consisted in his hemg iorsaken ly las

discipfer We'rJad tlllt, when he was apprehended, 'all the disciples forsook him

""""Ffom'this fact we may learn how unable the best of God's people are to exercise

that hSv m^^^^^^^^^ fortitude whi.di is necessary in trying dispensa ions ot pro-

t^^Lce e^oSlly when destitute of extraordinary assistance from the Spirit of

God mXv" t^^^ event was ordered by providence in order to enhance Chris 3

Tufttrinr ?n these none stood with him to comfort or strengthen ;>™:
T^^^

nnns le Paul savs concerning himself, ' At my first answer no man stood with me,

bu S men for ook me,"^-a circumstance which could not be otherwise than very

ator But Uiere was a farther design of providence in permitting the disciple

to^ sake Christ, namely, that they might not sutler with him. Accordingly is

Ob c ved by one of the eVangelists, that when our Saviour was apprehended by the

officers he desired leave of them that his disciples might ' go tlieir way. If they

fd been app ehended, they might perhaps have been accused, condemned, and

crucified with him; which might have given occasion to some to suppose hat they

boi-e a pa^ n the purchase of our redemption, which belonged to l^m alone t

Thence said concLning him. ' I have tro<lden the wme-press alone, and ot the

^T^^^Xr^rt^:^ C^i^-'sufl^nngs was. that he was di^wned and denied

bv Pete -for this would give occasion to some to think that, while he was insulted

and per ecuted bv his enemies, he was not worthy to be acknowledged by his Iriends

I tlfraccount which the evangelist gives of this matter,^ we may observe that Peter

was no at this time in the way of lus duty. Though, probably, it was love to our

Saviom- L I desire to see the issue of his trial, which occasioned his going mto

the iTol priest's palace ;
yet he had no call to go -thither at present. It was a

mming ii'o the imdst of diiger ; especially considering that our Sa.io.i. as sUted

iu the scripture just referred to, had got leave for his disciples to withd.aw. 1 ttei

ou' t ^Tefore-'to have withdrawn ; for, as we are not to dechiie -ft^""S^ - ^
^

called to bear them, so we are not, without a sufficient warrant, to rush mo tlen.

or go as he did, in the way of temptation.-Again. it --not shame on y which

induced him to deny our Saviour, but fear. For, it is probable, he miglit be in

S;Sr the hi^i priest ^ad^^a^ked^Christ coi^ei^ng his d^^^ as

hisl^tr/:S ^'^S^r.^n:^^^;^^, hin. and ins dextrin., he

m .ht bexposed to suffer wfth him. But this, notwithstanding his -1/--^^^
resdution a little before, when he said, ' Though I

^l-^^^^/^-J^^^J^, ^^^^.^^ .V^y
I not denv thee,'f he was now afraid to do.—Farther, he was not onl) accosteu cy

he damsJl, who told him that he was 'with Jesus of Gahlce ;' but he was attacked

by 'onTof the servants of the high priest, being Ins kinsman wd>ose ear Pejcn ut

off
' who said,

' Did I not see thee in the garden with him ? ^ This still "^
eased

hi; Ibar for that person not only appeared as a witness against him, and charged

m wtth htiig heJn with Christ fn the garden, but also intimate.l that 1- a -.pted

treTcue him and that by force of arms. Tlis havmg done this might, as he appie-

heS r e. him obnoxious to the lash of the law, as endeavouring to make a

rk) or which he concluded that he was liable to suffer punishment. Ihe c.rcum-

tancc too. tla the person whose ear he cut off was the high pries s kinsman

would lay him still more open to the high priest's resentment .^ ^^« /^^^er.

riouVtL weakness of his t^ith, and the prevalence of his fear, denied our Savi-

our Hi denyTng him, moreover, was thrice repeated with curses and execration

annexed to it which still increased his guilt, and tended to expose rehgion,.as ^^ell

TsTo cast a reproach on our Saviour, who was then bearmg las testimony to the

^'T Another part of Christ's humiliation consisted in his being scorned and re-

jected by theVorld.-scorned as if he had been inferior to them. Accordingly he

a M.tt. xxvi. 56. b 2 Tim. iv. 16. c Job., xviii, 8 d Isa. Ixiii. 3.

e MHtt. xxvi. 69-72. f Matt. xxvi. 35. g John xvn.. 26.
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is represented by the psalmist as saying, ' I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach

of men, and despised of the people. All they that see me, laugh me to scorn
;

they shoot out the lip, they shake the head.'^^ Tliis was doubtless, a malicious de-

sio-n to bring his doctrine into contempt, and to fill the minds of men with prejudice

against it, and make them ashamed to own it. Our Saviour puts thes'e togetlier,

when he speaks of persons being 'ashamed of him, and of his words.' They had
often rejected him by their unbelief ; and their crime in doing so was the greater

that they were under the greatest obligations to the contrary. How often did he

invite them in the most aftectionate manner to come to liim, annexing to his invi-

tation a promise of eternal life ! Yet we find that he had reason to complain as

he does, * Ye will not come to me that ye might have life.'^

Here we may observe the different temper of the Jews before he appeared pub-

licly among them, from what it was afterwards. When John the Baptist, his fore-

runner, told them that he would shortly be made manifest to Israel, multitudes

flocked to his ministry, counted him as a great prophet, and rejoiced in his light

for a season, and at the same time were baptized, and professed their willingness

to yield obedience to Christ. But all this was upon a groundless supposition that

he would appear as an earthly monarch, erect a temporal kingdom, bring all other

powers into subjection to it, and so deliver them from the Roman yoke, and advance

them to great honours in the world. But when they saw it otherwise, and that he

appeared in a low humbled state, and professed that his kingdom was not of this

world, and showed that his subjects must seek for a glory which lies beyond it, and
which cannot be beheld but by faith, and must, in the expectation of it, take up
their cross and follow him, immediately tliey wei-e offended. Accordingly, the

prophet foretells that he should be ' for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of

offence to both the houses of Israel;'' and the psalmist styles him, 'the stone which

the builders refused ;'™ both of which predictions are applied to Christ by the apostle

Peter.° This was foretold also by Simeon, when our Saviour was in his infancy:

'Behold,' said he, 'this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in

Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against.'** The otfence taken at him
is intimated also to have been almost universal, as appeared from the small num-
ber who adhered to him when he was on earth. This gave him occasion to say,
' Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me.'P

Such was the treatment he met with throughout the whole course of his minis-

try, when they loaded him with the most injurious reproaches. But, immediately

before his death, they filled up the measure of their iniquity, by reproaching him
to the utmost. Then, it is observed, they blasphemed him and cast contempt on
him, with respect to all those offices which he executes as Mediator. As to his

prophetic office, with what abominable profaneness did they speak of the sacred

gift of prophecy, which their fathers always counted a peculiar glory, which was
conferred upon some of them, and by which they were honoured above all other

nations in the world ! What contempt did tliey cast on him who had sufficiently

proved himself to be greater than all other prophets, when, as is related concern-

ing them, ' they smote him with the palms of their hands, saying. Prophecy unto

us, thou Christ, who is he that smote thee I' i They expressed their blasphemy
also in contemning his priestly office, when they said, ' He saved others, himself

he cannot save ;'• and likewise, in contemning his kingly office, when, in derision,

they put on him ' a scarlet robe, platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head,

and a reed in liis right hand, and bowed the knee before him, and mocked him,

saying, Hail, King of the Jewsl'^ They expressed the greatest contempt of him
also, by preferring to him a vile and notorious criminal, who was a robber and a

murderer. Accordingly, as the prophet says, ' He was numbered with the trans-

gressors,' as if he had been the greatest of them ; though he had ' done no violence,

neither was any deceit in his mouth.'* Hence, the apostle tells them, 'Ye de-

nied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto

h Psal. xxii. 6, 7. i Mark viii. 38. k John v. 40. 1 Isa. viii. 14.

m Psal. cxviii. 22. ii 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8. o Luke ii. 34. p Matt. xi. 6.

q Matt. xxvi. 67, 68. r Chap, xxvii. 42. s Verses 28, 29. t Isa. liii. y, 12.
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you.'" "When Pilate made an overture to release him, ' they cried, with one con-

sent, Not this man, but Jiarabbas.' ^

From the treatment wliich Christ received we may learn that the best of men
are not to expect to ])ass through the world without reproach or contempt, how
exact, innocent, or blameless soever their conversation be. Again, we are not to

judge of persons or things, especially in matters of religion, merely by the opinion

of the world concerning them ; since it is no uncommon thing for religion itself to

be held in contempt, as well as those who adhere to it. Moreover, we ought not

to liavc respect to the praise or esteem of men, as a motive to induce us to choose

and adhere to the way of Ciod and godliness. Our Saviour says, ' I receive not

honour from men, '^ that is, I value it not, so as to regulate my conversation

thereby ; and then he adds, ' IIow can ye believe which receive honour one of an-

other, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only ?'^ Further, let us not

think the worse of Christ or his gospel that they are reproached ; but rather, as

the apostle advises, ' let us go forth unto liim without the camp, bearing his re-

proach,'* and not only be content to bear it, but count it our honour ; as he .says

elsewhere concerning himself, ' God forbid tliat I should glory, save in the cross of

our Lord Jesus Clu'ist.''' Again, let us take heed that, while we seem to honour
Christ by our profession, and testify our abhorrence of the contempt which was
cast on him by his enemies, we do not reproach him by our practice. Let us be-

ware of doing so, either by sinning presumptuously, which is called 'a reproaching

of the Lord,' '^ or by not reproving those who blaspheme and revile him, and bear-

ing our testimony against them ; for, by not doing this, we shall partake with them
in their crime.

G. Our Saviour was condemned by Pilate. The former indignities offered him
were without any pretence or form of law ; but now he is set before a court of

judicature, and there tried, and sentence passed immediately before his crucifixion.

In this they had no regard to the exercise of justice, or desire to proceed in a legal

way with any good and honourable design. They wished simply to prevent the

inconvenience which would have arisen from their putting him to death in a riot-

ous and tumultuous manner, without the form of a trial. This they had, in some
particular instances, at other times, designed or attempted to do ; but they thought

it not a safe way of pro('eeding ; for they might afterwards have been called to an

account for it by the civil magistrate, as the town -clerk says, on occa.sion of the tu-

mult at Ephesus, ' We are in danger to be called in question for this day's uproar."*^

Accordingly, our Saviour having been apprehended, was brought before Pilate,

the Koman governor ; and there were the chief priests and elders met together,

as his accusers and pro.secutors ; and the whole process was the most notorious in-

stance of injustice which ever was practised in any court of judicature in the world.

Whatever pretence of law there might be, the assembly was certainly tumultuous.

It is not usual for persons who are tried for capital matters to be insulted, not only

by the rude multitude of spectators who are present, but by the judge himself.

But our Saviour was so insulted ; for he was spit upon, buffeted, and smitten with

the palms of their hands ; and Pilate, with a sarcastic sneer, unbecoiiiing the char-

acter of a judge, said, * Behold the Man ;' 'Behold your King.'*^

Here we may observe concerning his persecutors, that they sought false witnesses

against him, tliat is, they endeavoured to persuade or bribe any whom they could

find among the most vile and profligate wretches, to come in against him. Yet
they could not bring the matter to bear for some time. Accordingly, it is said,

' They sought false witness against Jesus to put him to death, but found none
; yea,

though many false witnesses came, yet found they none.'^ The evidence which

many gave was not regarded ; and they were set aside. At last they found two,

whom they depended on, as legal evidences. But it is observed that 'their wit-

ness did not agree together;'!? and even if they had agreed in their testimony, the

matter alleged against him was no crime, namely, * We heard him say, I will de-

u Acts iii. 14. x John xviii. 39,40. y Tliap. v. 41. z Ver. 4-4.

a lleb. xiii. 13. 1> Cal. vi. 14. t- Niiinh. xv. 30. d Acts xix. 40.

e John xix. 5. 14. I Matt. xxvi. 59, CO. g .Maik xiv. 59.
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stroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build an-

other made without hands. '^ This refers to what he had said when he drove the

buyers and sellers out of the temple, and when, foretelling his resurrection from

the dead, he used this metaphorical way of speaking, that when they had de-

stroyed this temple, meaning his body, he would raise it up in three days. We
will suppose that the Jews, then present, did not understand what he meant by
this expression, or that he did not explain it, as the evangelist does. But let

them understand it in what sense they would, it was no crime for him to say so.

Hence, when it was witnessed against him, though tlie high priest urged him to

make a reply, 'he held his peace, and answered nothing,' because there was nothing

alleged worth an answer. The thing he was charged with carried its own confuta-

tion, and inferred not the least degree of guilt in him. This his enemies themselves

seemed to be sensible of; and therefore they asked him the trying question, ' Art

thou the Christ, the Son of the blessed?' expecting that his reply would have af-

forded matter for them to proceed upon for his conviction. Our Saviour gives a

direct answer to the question, saying, ' I am ; and ye shall see the Son of Man sit-

ting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.'' Here he

was called to give a reply ; the question was worthy of an answer ; and therefore

he does not, on this occasion, hold his peace, but witnessed a good confession,

though he knew that his doing so would cost him his life.

Some things may be observed concerning Pilate's conduct in his trial. He acted

contrary to the good advice wdiich was given him by his wife. In this advice she

told him that 'in a dream she had suffered many things because of Christ,''' and as

the evangelist thinks it worthy to be noticed that the advice was occasioned by a

dream, we have ground to conclude that the dream was a divine one,—a circum-

stance which rendered the advice more solemn, and peculiarly deserving his re-

gard.—Again, he acted against the dictates of his own conscience. For 'he knew
that the chief priests had delivered him for envy,'^ and therefore he ought to have

stopped all farther proceedings, as in cases of malicious prosecutions. That he

acted against his conscience, appears also from tlie fact that ' he took water, and
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this

just Person. '"^—Moreover, he appears to liave been a very mean-spirited man, and
therefore was apprehensive that the Jews, had he released our Saviour, would have

accused him to Cesar for sparing one whom they would have pretended to have been
a usurper, and a rebel, inasmuch as he styled himself * King of the Jews.' According-

ly, he feared that he should have been turned out of his place, or otherwise punished,

provided the matter were not fully heard, or the misrepresentations whicli might
be made of it were believed by him. This seems the mam reason of his delivering

our Saviour up to them to be crucified. Accordingly, Pilate at first 'sought to re-

lease him ;' but upon the Jews saying, ' If thou let this man go, thou art not Cesar's

friend,' he 'brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment-seat,' ' and,' in haste,

'delivered him unto them to be crucified.'"—Further, when he thought it his in-

terest to comply with the Jews in this matter, he did not pass sentence on him him-

self; thinking, perhaps, that to do so would not be advisable, as being contrary

to the profession he had, a little before, made of his innocency. But he asked his

prosecutoi's, what he should do with him ; which was an unprecedented in,stance of

barbarity and injustice, in one who had the character of a judge or magistrate.**

h Mark xiv. 38. i Verse 62, k Matt, xxvii. 19.

1 Mark XV. 10. m Matt, xxvii. 24. n John xix. 12. 13, 16.

o Pilate is charHCterized, by various writers, as a man of inhuman cruelty, insatiable avarice, anfl

inflexible obstiiiacv. An instance ot his cruelty we have mentioned in Luke xiii. 1. in his ' mirigiing

the blood ol the Galileans with their sacrifices;' that is, as some suppose, he fell upon them without

a fair trial, aTid murdered them, «hile they wereengagid in a solenui iict of religious w orship, otFer-

ing sacrifice at Jerusalem, in one of the public festivals; pretendii g, though without a fair trial, that

they were of the same mind \\ith Judas of Galilee, who liad persuaded maiiv o( the Galiliaiis to

refuse to give tribute to Cesar. A iearnc<l writer [Vid. Grot, in Luke xiii. 1.] supjioses, not only

that this «as thi' occasion of his iniiuman action, which is not improbable, though Josephus makes
no nieiition of it ; but also that this is one ol those things which w < re reported to the Emperor,
who did not approve of it. Afterwards tliere were other instances of his ()p[)ression and mal-ad-
ministration laid before Tiberias, whch, hud not that Liiiperoi's death prevented it,, would have
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7. Our Saviour was tornicntetl by liis persecutors, scourged, buffeted, smitten

with the palms of their hands, crowned witli thorns. These thorns, as most divines

suppose, pierced his head, (h-ew blood from it, and occasioned part of the torments

he endured. We may add, that tliey compelled him to bear his cross, till his

strength was so exhausted that he could carry it no longer. They then obliged

'one .Simon, a Cyrenian, to bear it;' or, as Luke says, * to bear it after him,'

P

that is, as some suppose, to help him to carry it, going behind, an<l bearing a part

of its weight. These things he endured immediately before his crucifixion, from
wicked men, divested of all humanity, as well as religion. But still there is some-
thing more afflictive which he endured.

8. He contiicted with the terrors of death, and felt and bore the weight of

God's wrath. These were the sufferings which he endured, more especially in his

soul. We may observe that the death he was going to endure was exceedingly

formidable to him, and accompanied with great terrors ; so that there must cer-

tainly have been some bitter ingredients in it, more than in the death of others

If many of tlie martyrs who have been, as the apostle says, 'pressed out of mea-
sure above strength,''! that is, have suffered as much as frail nature could well

bear, have endured death without any dread of the wrath of God, the sting and
bitterness thereof being taken away ; why, it may be asked, should our Saviour,

wlio never contracted the least degree of guilt, have had any conflict in his own
spirit ? To this it may be replied, that there were some things in his death which
rendered it more formidable than it ever was to any of his saints and martyrs.

It is more than probable that tlie powers of darkness had a great hand in

setting before his view the terrors of the wrath of God due to sin ; which none are

better able to do, than tliey who are the subjects of it. Accordingly, it is observed

in this Answer, that he conflicted with the terrors of death, and the powers of

darkness. The devil is sometimes said to have 'the power of death, '"" that is, if

the Spirit of God do not come in with his comforting presence, but Satan be suf-

fered to do what he can to fill the soul with horror, he hath certainly power to

make death beyond measure terrible. His design herein, Avith respect to our

Saviour, was either to drive him to despair, induce him to repent of his undertak-

ing what he came into the world to accomplish, or, at least, to induce him to take

some indirect methods to decline suffering. That Satan had some hand in this

matter we infer from what our Saviour says wlien, considering himself as fallen

into the hands of his enraged enemies, he tells them, not only tiiat tliis was ' their

hour,' that is, the time in which tliey were suffered to express their rage and malice

against him, but ' the hour of the power of darkness.'*

His death was in itself more terrible than the death of his people, when the

sting and bitterness of it are taken away from them. Accordingly, it is farther

observed in this Answer, that he felt and bore the weight of God's wrath ; which
was the punishment of the sins of his people, for whom he suttercd. It was on
this account that he is said to have ' begun to be sore amazed, and to be very

heavy ;' to have cried out, * My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death ;' and
to have prayed that, 'if it were possible,' this j art (f his t-ufferiiigs ' might pass

from him.''^ We cannot suppose tliat he was afraid of death ; but the wrath of

God was what he principally feared. As this wrath is in itself >o terrible, he

might well be supposed to be amazetl, and exceeding sorrowful, at the view of it,

not for his own sin, but ours ; and yet herein not to be guilty of any sin himself.

Tliat this may farther appear, let it be considered that, as 'he bore our sins,'" and
* it pleased the Lord to bruise him' for them ;" so he bore every thing winch was

occasioned his disgrace. Afterwards be fell iimler the displrasiire of TiberiHs' successor, and was

not only turned out ot his procurHtorship. but reiiuc. (I to su<b miserable circuuistances, that be laid

violent bunds on himself. [Vni. Piiil. Jud lib. <ie Uf;. iid Vny et J()^epll. Aniiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3.

et Eusel). Hist. Eccles. lib. ii. cap. 7-] We may will Mippose. ih^ r. lore, tbiii tbou^;h he had, in

othiT r;spects. no regard to the Jews, vet on this oceasion In- (eared b st they sbould report bis vile

actions to the Emperor, and that they would repiesrnt this to bim «itb a malicious insiiiuition,

that be was bis enemy, beeau-e be spared our Savunir. This oceasioneii bim to deliver bim up

to tbem, to do what tliey would with bim.

p John \ix. 17. couipaied uitb Luke x.\i.i '2G. q 2 Cor. i. 8. r Heb. ii. 14.
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a punishment of them, excepting some circumstances which are peculiar to us, and
"wliich were inconsistent with his perfect holiness, and the efficacy of his sufferings

to take away the guilt of our sin. We must suppose, therefore, that he bore, that

is, had an afflictive sense of, the wratli of God due to it. Nothing less than this

could occasion him to sweat drops of blood in his agony in the garden. Had there

been no circumstance in his death but merely his leaving this miserable world, in

which he had met with such ill treatment, the very fact of his having received

that treatment would ha,ve rendered his stay in it less desirable. But, when he
considered the bitter ingredients which were in his death, and how he should, when
on the cross, be forsaken of God, as to his comforting though not his supporting

presence, a view of these made his death more formidable than the death of any of

his people can be said to be. This leads us to consider the last part of his sufferings.

9. He endured the shameful, painful, and cursed death of the cross. The
pains which he endured before, in being buffeted, scourged, and crowned with

thorns, were very great ; but what he suffered, when nailed to the cross, and hang-

ing on it till he died, was too great for words to express. His body was, as it were,

torn asunder by its own weight, and the small and very sensible nerves and fibres

of it broken, by their violent extension. The apostle, therefore, speaks of it as the

most cruel death, as appears by the emphasis he puts on the words, ' He humbled
himself unto death, even the death of the cross. 'y This death was a punishment
peculiar to the Eomans, while the empire was heathen ; but when Christianity ob-

tained in the world, it was forbidden by supreme authority, not only because of the

barbarity of it, but out of respect and honour to our Saviour, who suffered it.^ We
have, therefore, only some monuments of antiquity which discover what kind of death

it was. There is enough said of it, however, to give us ground to conclude, that it

was the most cruel, painful, and formidable death. In undergoing it, the body was
fastened to and extended on a tree or stake, driven into the ground for the pur-

pose ; the arms extended on a transverse beam ; the hands and feet fastened, either

by ropes or nails. The former, as some suppose, were often used in fastening per-

sons to the cross ; and, if so, the nailing our Saviour to it, was an instance of un-
usual cruelty. But whether this observation be just, or not, is uncertain.

That our Saviour was nailed to the cross, appears from the mark and print of

the nails remaining after his resurrection, which he showed to Thomas for his con-

viction.^ His being nailed to the cross greatly tended to increase the pain of his

crucifixion. For the weight of the whole body depended on the hands and feet,

which, being nervous, are more sensible of pain than many other parts ; and, thej
being wounded with the nails, the pain must have been much more exquisite, and
this not only for a little while, but for several hours, all which time he felt the

pains of death, and did, as it were, die many deaths in one. This kind of death
was so cruel, and so excessively tormenting, that some of the Roman emperors who
were of a more merciful disposition, when persons, for the highest crimes, had de-

served it, ordered that they should first be slain, and then hanged on a cross, to be
exposed to shame, or as a terror to others, without suffering those inexpressible

tortures which would attend their dying on it. But our Saviour submitted to all

these ; and so willing was he to bear them, that when they offered him a mixture
of wine and myrrh, as a narcotic or stupifying potion, that he might be less sensi-

ble of his pain, which was the only kindness they pretended to show him, and which
is, by many, supposed to be customary in such cases, ' he received it not.' This
is as if he had said, ' I contemn all your offered assistances to ease my pain, as

much as I do your insults and reproaches ; all my ease and comfort shall be derived

from heaven, and not from you.'

There is another circumstance observed in the death of the cross, namely, that

it was shameful. Many think it was styled so, because persons who suffered it

were stripped of all their garments. But I am in(dined to think that this opinion,

though almost universally received, is no better than a vulgar error ; ior the Ro-
nians, wlio were a civilized nation, would not admit anything to be done which is

so contrary to the law of nature as this thing would have been, had it been done.

y rhil. ii. 8. 2 Vid, Sozom. Hist. lu-cl. lib. i. citp. 8. a John ax. 27.



AND AFTER HIS DEATH. . 601

Besides, there are other circumstances mentioned by the evangelist,^ which farther

argue its improbability. It may be said, indee<l, that the soldiers parted our Saviour's

garments, and divided them among themselves, alter they had cast lots for his upper
garment or seamless coat ;*= and it may be supposed that this was done before his

cru<'itixion. But it seems more than probable, that only his upper garment or

seamless coat, was taken from him before he was nailed to the cross ; that his other

garments were not taken away till he was dead ; and that, when he was taken
down from it, they were exchanged for those linen garments in which he was buried.

This seems evident from the words of the evangelist, who intimates tliat his gar-

ments were taken off 'when they had crucified him.' The principal reason, then,

why the death of Christ is called shameful, as the apostle styles it when ho savs,
' He despised the shame, '^ is that it was a punishment inflicted on none out

those who were charged with the vilest crimes, or who were slaves, and hence was
called a servile punishment.^ When any one was made a freeman of Rome, ho
was exempted from it ; so that it was reckoned the highest crime to punisii such
an one with it, because of the reproach of it.

It is farther observed that the death of the cross was a cur.sed death. On which
account, the apostle speaks of Christ as * made a curse for us, as it is written,

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.'^ For understanding this let it be
considered, that to be accursed, sometimes signifies to be abandoned of God and
man. But far be it from us to assert this concerning the blessed Jesus, ' who had
done no violence, neitlicr was any deceit found in his mouth.' The meaning of that

scripture, as applied to him, is only this, that the death of the cross had a curse

annexed to it, and denoted that the person who suffered it died the death of those

who were made a public example, as if they had been abandoned of Cod. Now,
though Christ's deaih had this appearance ; yet he was, at the same time, God's
beloved Son, in whom he was well-pleased, how much soever he bore the external

marks of God's wrath, or abhorrence of our sins, for which he suffered. The scrip-

ture which the apostle refers to, is Deut. xxi. 22, 23 ; whence we may take occa-

sion to observe that, after the Jews had put persons to death for notorious crimes,

they sometimes hanged them on a tree, and that such were deemed accursed. The
common punishments which were ordained, in scripture, to be inflicted on malefac-

tors, were burning, slaying with the sword, and stoning ; and when persons were
hangt'd up before the Lord, that they might be a public spectacle to others, it was
done alter they were slain. Thus it is said that Joshua smote the five kings,

'and slew them, and then hanged them on five trees until the evening. 'e Thus,
too, David slew the two men who murdered Ishbosheth, and tlicn * hanged them
over the pool in Ileshbon.''' And its being said that these were ' hanged before the

Lord,' was a significant sign of God's righteous judgment inflicted on them for

b Mark xv. 40, 41. c John xix. 23. d Heb. xii. 2.

e It is frequfiitly styled, by the Romans, ' sei'vile siipplicium,' [Vid Val. M«x. lit), ii. de discipl.

milit. § 1'2.] as heinj; inflicted by thi id on none but s-laves. So one [Vid. Tit. Andr.] represents

a master as snyiiig to his servant, 'Quid nieritus es ?' to which he replies, ' Crucem.' Jiiv. in

Satyr. 6. sa\s, ' I'o'ie crucem servo.' Cicero inveighs with so much earnestiu'ss against this severe
ami cruel punishment, that he signifies how glorious and delighttul a thing it would he for him to

declaim against it, not onl\ at the expense ot his strength, but of his very life :
' Quorum ego de

acerbissitna morte, crudelissimoque, cruciatu dicam, cum eum locum tractare cjepero ; et ita dicam. ut
si me in eaquerimonia, quam sum habitiirus deistiuscrudelitate, et de civium Roniunorum indignissima

morte non n)odo vires, veruni etiam vita deticiat, ul mihi praeclarum et jucundum putem.' Eist where
he intimates, that it was universally reckont (i the highest crime to crucify any one who was tree of
Rome, in a beautiful climax, or gradation of expression :

' Facinus est, vinciri ci\ em Romanum ; scelus

verberari : prope parricidium necari : Quid dicum in crucem tollere?' [Vid. Orat. in Verr. lib. v.] He
says, again, * Nomen ipsum crucis, ahsit non modo h corpore civium Romanorum, sed etiam acogita-

tione, oculis, aurihus.' And he adds concerning it, together with other ciuelties which attended it,

' liarum eniin omnium rerum non solum eventus, atque perpessio, sed etiam conditio, expectatio,

mentio ipsa denique, indigna cive Romano, atque homine libi ro est. [Vid. OrMt. pro C. Rahir.] As
to the ciuelty ot this death, it was so great that the greatest tortures which are expressed by the
word 'Cruciatus,' are plainly derived from Crux ; and some of the Roinan emperors, who were of
a more merciful disposition than others, considering the inhumanity ol this kind of lienth \\ben they
exposed some persons for their crimes to public shame upon the cross, ordered them first to be pu*
to death bv the sword.

f Gal. ii'i. 13. g Jcsh. X. 26. h 2 Sam. iv. 12.

I. 4 G
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their crimes ; ou wliicli account they were said to be cursed. But our Saviour

was not liable to the curse of God, as one who had committed any crime which
deserved it. The curse, as regarded him, had respect to the kind of death which
he endured for our sins ; who, in consequence of them, were exposed to the curse,

or condemning sentence of the law.

Christ's Humiliation after his Death.

We are now to consider Christ's humiliation after his death. Though the great-

est part of his humiliation was finished when he yielded up the ghost ; yet his state

of hjimiliation was not fully ended till he rose from the dead. It is accordingly

observed, in the latter of the Answers we are now explaining, that ' he was buried,

and continued under the power of death till the third day ;' which hath been other-

wise expressed in these words, ' He descended into hell.' The words in question

are contained in that Creed, which is commonly attributed to the Apostles.

1. Christ was buried. Before his death, while he hanged on the cross, he had,

as was formerly observed, the visible mark of the curse of God upon him, witliout

any desert of his own ; and this he was delivered from, when he was taken down
from the cross. It was a custom among the Romans to suffer the bodies of those

who were crucified to hang on the cross till they were devoured by wild

beasts or fowls of the air, or till they were turned to corruption, unless, as an act

of favour, they were given to their relations to be buried. But, in this instance,

we may observe that Christ's implacable enemies oesired that his body might be
taken down soon after he was dead ; not out of respect to him, but for fear the land
should be defiled. For God had ordained in the law that, ' if a person were hanged
on a tree, his body should not remain all night upon it, but must be buried, lest

the land should be defiled.'' They were the more importunate, too, that he should

be taken down, because of the sanctity of the approaching day.'^ They petitioned

Pilate for it with one view ; and Joseph of Arimathea did so' with another. He beg-

ged the body that he might bury it. Here we may observe that, after the Jews had
done their worst against him, and he was taken from the cross, there was a becom-
ing honour and respect showed to his sacred body. Herein that scripture was ful-

filled, ' He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich, in his death.'™

These words, indeed, seem to have some difficulty in them, as they are thus trans-

lated ; for tliough he was crucified with the wicked, it can hardly be said that he
made his grave with them. I would choose therefore to render them, as some ex-

positors do," ' His grave was appointed,' namely, by his persecutors, to have been
with the wicked ; that is, they designed to have thrown him into the common grave of

malefactors, who had no marks of respect shown them. But it was otherwise with

Christ ; for ' he made his grave with tlie rich,' that is, he was buried in the tomb
of Joseph, a rich and honourable counsellor, in which he himselr designed to lie,

and which he had hewn out of the rock for that purpose. This honour, as the pro-

phet observes, was conferred on our Saviour, ' because he had done no violence

;

neither was deceit found in his mouth.'

There were several reasons why God ordained that he should be buried, and
that in such a way and place as he was. His burial was a convincing proof to

the world that he was really dead. So much depended upon his death, that it

was thought necessary that there should be an abundant evidence of it. It is,

indeed, expressly said that 'he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.'** His

enemies, too, were convinced of the fact, and hence thought it needless to break

his legs, as they did those of the thieves who sufiered with him; providence order-

ing this, that 'that scripture should be fulfilled ' whicli fore-signified that 'a bone

of him should not be broken.' Besides, that there might be a farther proof of his

being really dead, it is said that, even when they knew it, 'they pierced his side ;' an
action which, of itself, would have killed him, had he not been dead. This they
did, tliat they might be sure he was dead, before they took him down from the

1 Dcut. xxi. 22, 23. k John xix. 31. 1 Yer. 38. m Isa. liii. 9
n Set; Lowth in loc. o JdIiii xix. SO.
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cross. *P It is farther observed that Pilate, his unjust judge, was resolved to be

satisfied that he was really dead, before he gave orders for his being taken down
from the cross. Accordingly it is said, * Pilate marvelled if he were already dead

;

and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while

dead.''i It may be, the reason why they were so inquisitive to know whether he were

really dead or not, was that he seemed to die in his full strength. For there is

something remarkable in the expression which the evangelist uses, ' Jesus cried

with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.'' By this it appears that his spirits

were not so much exhausted, but that he might, according to the course of nature,

have lived longer ; but he seemed by an act of his own will to surrender his soul

to God. This was so remarkable an occurrence that it was not merely by accident

that it was mentioned by the evangelist. Indeed, it was the means of the centu-

rion's conviction that ' he was the Son of God.'* Again, providence ordered tliat

he should be buried by persons of reputation and honour, that so the world might
know that, how much soever the rude multitude de.spised him, persons of figure

and character in the world paid a due respect to him.* It was iarther ordained

that he should be buried in a new tomb, wherein never man was laid, that so his

resurrection might be more fully demonstrated, that none might pretend that an-

other was raised instead of him, since no other was buried in this grave. Tlie fine

linen in which his body was wrapped, and the sweet spices or perfumed ointment

with whicli it was embalmed, not only were agreeable to the method of sepulture

practised by the Jews, but were also a public testimony of that respect whicli his

friends bore to him, to whom his memory was precious. Hence Nicodenius, who
formerly was afraid to come publicly to him, or who, as is said, at the first came to

Jesus by night, ' brouglit a mixture of myrrh and aloes ; and they took the body of

Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes, with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is

to bury.'"

2. As Christ died, and was buried ; so he continued under the power of death

till the third day. This the apostle calls ' Death's having dominion over him ;'*

and it must be reckoned a part of his humiliation as truly as the act of dying.

For though his soul enjoyed the bliss and happiness of heaven immediately after

his death, as he tells the penitent thief tliat ' that day he should be with liim in

paradise ;'>' yet, as it was, when separate, in a state of imperfection, and had a
natural desire and hope of reunion witli the body, there were some degrees of per-

fect blessedness of which itwas not then possessed. Moreover, so long as he continued
under the power of death, he was not fully di.scliarged by the justice of God. The
work of satisfaction was not completed till he was declared to be the Son of God
with power, and to have fully conquered death and hell by his resurrection from
the dead. His continuing under the power of death till the third day, therefore,

was a part of his humiliation. Besides, his body, while remaining a prisoner in

the grave, could not actively bring that glory to God which it did before, or would
do after its resurrection ; and it was at that time incapable of the heavenly blessed-

ness, and, in particular, of its being so glorious a body as now it is.

3 As all these things attend the state of separate souls, or the unseen state into

which Christ is said to have gone immediately after his death, some, as is observed
in this Answer, call hi.s enduring them, his 'descent into hell.' This is what we
are next to consider. But as it is largely and judiciously handled by several

writers,'^ I shall insist on it with brevity. "NVc shall fir.st consider the subject as

founded on scripture, as the judicious Calvin does," without regard had to its being
inserted in any Creed of human composition. It is said, ' Thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.'^ Here
Christ's .soul being in hell, seems, as the author now mentioned observes, to be put
before ids death. He accordingly supposes that the apostle herel)y intends the sufl'er-

ings which our Saviour endured in his soul ; which were not, in all respects, unlike the

p John .\i.\. 3.3, .34. q M>nk xv. 44. r Ver. 37. s Ver. 39.

t John xix. ;58, .39. ii Cliap. xix. 39. 40. x Rom. vi. 9. y Luke xxiii. 48.

z Vid. Wits, ill Suiibol. Excuitiit. 18. and Pearson on the Creed, Artie. 3. and Paiker de de-
ftnsii Cluisti iid inleios.

a Vid. Institiit. lib. ii. ap. IG. § 10. b Acts ii. 27.
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punishment due to sin in hell. In this opinion he is followed by several modern
writers. The principal reason which they assign for it, is that, as our Surety, he
endured all the essential parts of that punishment which our sins had deserved ;

and they hence suppose that he endured an afflictive sensation of the wrath of God,
which bore some resemblance to that which is endured in hell. But, though I

would not extenuate Christ's sufferings, especially in that part of them which was
most formidable to him, which was the cup that he desired, if it were possible,

might pass from him ; and though we cannot suppose that any thing less than a
view which he had of the wrath of God, due to our sins, would fill him with that

horror and amazement which he expressed
; yet we ought carefully to distinguish

between this part of his sufferings, and the punishment of sin in hell, inasmuch as

he was exempted, as a judicious writer observes, '^ from the sting of conscience, and
a constant sense of the everlasting displeasure of God, together with despair of any
better condition, or the least relaxation. Besides, it is expressly said, in this

scripture, ' Thou wilt not leave my soul;' which shows that though he might be

destitute of the comfortable sense of God's presence, and had occasion to cry out, ' My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?' and though the effects of God's wrath
which he bore, might fill him with the greatest uneasiness, from the afflictive view
which he had of it in his soul, yet he was not destitute of the supporting presence

of God, nor separate from his love, which always redounded to his person. While,

however, the sense of this text must be thus qualified, if we suppose that it denotes

Christ's sufferings in his soul before his death ; it does not sufficiently appear that

the apostle speaks of his sufferings antecedent to it. What the apostle says, is

brought in as an argument, to prove that Christ should be raised from the dead.

Accordingly, his ' flesh ' is said to ' rest in hope.'

We shall proceed, therefore, to consider Christ's descent into hell, as stated in

one of the articles of the Creed, which is commonly attributed to the apostles. This
is particularly referred to, in the Answer under our present consideration ; where
it is noticed after the mention of his death. Here something might have been
premised concerning tliat Creed in general, and the reason of inserting this article

in it. But this having been insisted on with greatjudgment by others,'^ all that I shall

add is, that, notwithstanding what we meet with in some fabulous and spurious writ-

ings, this Creed was not compiled by the apostles, how consonant soever it be to the

doctrines laid down by them. We have no account given of it by any ancient writers

before the fourth century, so that, it is of later date than either the Nicene or the

Athanasian Creed ; the former of which was composed about the year of our Lord 325,

the latter not long after it. In the Nicene Creed, there is no mention of Christ's

descent into hell. The Athanasian Creed, indeed, notices it, but makes no mention
of his being bui'ied. The words are these :

' He descended into hell, and the third

day he arose from the dead.' Some have hence concluded, that nothing is in-

tended but his being buried, or continuing in the state of the dead till his resurrec-

tion. Some think, indeed, that there was a marginal note in some copies of this

creed, to explain wliat is meant by his descending into hell, namely, that he was
buried; which the compilers of the Apostles' Creed afterwards thought to be a part

of the Creed itself, and therefore added, ' He died, was buried, and descended into

hell.' But, passing by this critical remark, concerning the reason of the insertion

of this clause, we shall proceed to consider how it is explained by various writers,

who treat on the subject.

The Papists and Lutherans assert that our Saviour descended locally into hell

after his death, not to suffer any of the torments which are endured there, but to

show himself as a conqueror over those who are detained in it, and triumph over
' them. As to the Papists, they suppose that he went also into a place which they

describe® as a prison, where the souls of the Old Testament saints were detained,

as being incapable of entering into heaven, inasmuch as they had not a sufficient

discovery of Christ and the gospel made to them while they were on earth, and
therefore were detained in this prison, which we may call a fictitious place. The

c Vid. Pearson on the Creed, Artie-. 5. «i Vid. History of the Apostles' Creed,
e This they call Limbus Patiuiii.
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Papists represent it as being between heaven and hell. It is not, indeed, accord-

ing to them, a place of torment ; but they suppds^e it was such that its inmates were

destitute of the heavenly blessedness. They add, that immediately after Christ

appeared among them, and manifested himself to them, they believed. In this

seu.se they understand the scripture where it is i^aid, that ' the gospel was preached

to them that are dead.'*" They say farther, that, after he had preached to them,

he carried them with him into heaven. This opinion of Christ's descending locally

into hell, is very absurd, and contrary to scripture. It is contrary, in particular,

to what he says to the penitent thief upon the cross, ' To day shalt thou be with

me in paradise ;'e by which, doubtless, he means heaven, wliich is called Paradise

in other scriptures.^ The method which the Papists take to evade the force of the

argument founded on this text, is to pretend that our Saviour speaks of tlie peni-

tent being with him in heaven, as he is there in his divine nature. Or, as this

appears to be so great a strain on the sense of the text that very few will much
regard it, they have another evasion, which is as little to the purpose, namely, to

pretend that there ought to be a stop put after the words 'to day.' According to

this gloss, the meaning is, ' Now, at this time, I say unto thee, that thou shalt be
with me in paradise, or heaven, when I ascend into it, after I have descended
into hell, and that other place which I must go to, before I come to heaven.' But
this sense of the text is so evasive, that none who read the scripture impartially,

can suppose that it is just. Nothiug farther, therefore, needs be .said respecting

it. That Christ immediately went into heaven, as to his soul, when he died upon
the cross, appears from his last words, 'Father, into thine hands I commend my
.spirit; which having said, he gave up the ghost.'' This giving of himself

up to God, implies a desire that God would receive his spirit; even as Stephen
said, with his dying breath, ' Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.'^ Christ, in effect,

desires that God would receive his spirit ; and can we suppose this prayer to have
been unanswered, or tliat he was not immediately received into heaven? AVe might
farther have shown how little ground they have to conclude that Christ went to

preach the gospel to those who, by reason of the darkness of the Old Testament
dispensation, were detained in prison, as being unfit for the heavenly state. But
as the falseness of the supposition has been considered elsewhere,^ we pass it over

at present. As for the scripture which they bring in its defence, that Christ 'went
and preached to the spirits in prison,'"' it is plain, from the context, that the apos-

tle means nothing but Christ's sending Noah to preach to the old world, 'who were
diso])edient,' and, for being so, were sent into the prison of hell, 'after the long-

suff( ring of God had waited on them, while the ark was building.' [See Note 3 U,

p. 006. ] How easy a matter is it for those who regard not the analogy of faith, or

the context of those scriptures which they bring in defence of their wild absurdities,

to pretend to prove any thing irom scripture ! As to what they say concerning
Christ's descending into hell, to triumph over the devils and others, who were there

plunged into that al)yss of misery, the conjecture has no Ibundation in scripture.

We read, indeed, of his ' spoiling principalities and powers, and making a show of

them openly, triumphing over them;' but he did so, 'in his cross,' not in hell."

We read, too, of his ' destroying him that had the power of death, tliat is, tlie

devil;'** but it was not by going in his own Person into that place where he is de-

tained in chains of darkness ; it was not by any thing done by him after his death,

but it was, as the apostle expressly states, 'by death ;' for by his death he purchased
that victory which he obtained over him on the cross, which was the scat of his

triumph. There is therefore no foundation to assert his local descent into hell.

Tlie most probable opinion concerning Christ's descend into hell, and one which I

cannot but acquiesce in, is what is observed in this Answer, implying his continu-

ing in the state of the dead, and under the power of death, till the tliird day. The
word 'hell,' indeed, in our English tongue, generally, if not always, signifies that
place of torment to which they are adjudged who are for ever excluded irom the
divine favour. Thus it is said concerning the rich man in the parable, that ' in hell

f 1 Pet. iv. 6. p Luke xxiii, 43. h 2 Cor. xii. 2. compared with 4. and Rev. ii. 7.

i Luke xxiii. 46. k Acts vii. 39. 1 See Sect. ' Whether the church under the Old
Testament, &.c.' under Quest, iii. m I Pet. iii. 19. n Col. ii. 15. o Heb. ii. 14.
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he lift up his eyes, being in torments. 'p But the Hebrew and Greek wordb'' •which

we often translate ' hell,' have not only that but another sense affixed to them ; for

they sometimes signify ' the grave.' So our translators frequently render the words.

Thus Jacob speaks of ' bringing down his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave ;''

and elsewhere it is said, ' The Lord killeth and maketh alive ; he bringeth down to

the grave, and bringeth up.'^ The Hebrew and Greek words are understood also

in the sense of the state of the dead. Thus Jacob, when he thought that his son.

Joseph was torn in pieces, without being laid in the grave, says, ' I will go down
into the grave imto ray son.'* There are many other places in whicli the Hebrew
word is so rendered ; and as to the Greek word, according to its proper derivation

and signification, it denotes the state of the dead, or the unseen state. Thus our

Saviour, after death, continued in the state of the dead, his soul being separate

from his body till the third day, when his state of humiliation Avas finished,

p Luke xvi. 23. q blNiz; and 'aSjjj. r Gen. xlii. 38. s 1 Sam. ii. 6. t Gen. xxxvii. 35.

[Note 3 U. ' The Spirits in Prison.'— ' It is plain from the context,' as Dr. Ridgeley remarks,

•that the apostle means nothing but Christ's sending Noah to preach to the old world;' but it is

not equally plain that, by 'the spirits in prison,' he means the souls of the antediluvians ' seTit into

hell.' Christ went ' by the Spirit,'—not personall\ , but by another ; and he ' preached ' to the old world

by Noah, who was 'a preacher of righteousness,' (2 Pet. li. 5.) just as 'he came and preached peace'

to the Ephesians (Eph. ii, 17.) by Paul, who was the apostle of the Gentiles. The time when he

did so was ' the da\s of Noah,' ' while the ark was a-preparing.' Of ' the spirits' or ' souls' to

whom he preached, 'a few,' or the eight members of Noah's family, were ' saved by water ' or ' in

the ark.' The parties in prison were 'the disobedient,' the objects of the present ' long suffering

of God;' they were not 'spirits' merely, but persons or living men ; for souls is, in Hebrew phrase-

ology, the current historical name for human beings as distinguished from the inferior animals. See

inter alia, Gen. ii. 7; xii. 5; xiv. 21 ; xlvi. 15, 18, 22, 25, 26, '27; Exod. i. 5, ' The prison' in which

the persons were, was the (loomed world, converted, by the divine threatening: or premonition of the

coming dtluge, into a vast place of custody from which tbire was no escape. Either the divine threat-

ening was an insurmountable barrier which walled the antediluvians round, and shut tiiein inevitai)ly

up to the approaching judgment ; or it stood over them as 'a watch,' and held them 'in duraice' or

'in keeping' as criminals, to await the infliction upon them of tiieir merited retribution. Ev <pvXaxn

may have the sense of either ' in prison' or ' in keeping,' ' in durance,' ' under guard;' (See Mutt,

xiv. 3, 10; Luke ii. 18; Acts xii. 10.) and, in either sense, it figuratively descril)es the antedilu-

vians, while the objects ol God's long-suffering, and the hearers of Christ's preaching by the Spirit

in the person of Noah, as obnoxious to the general deluge which had been threatened as a punish-

ment for their crimes

—

Ed.]
^

CHRIST'S EXALTATION IN HIS RESURRECTION.

Qdestion LL What was the estate of Christ's exaltation ?

Answer. The estate of Christ's exaltation coniprehendeth his resurrection, ascension, sitting at

the right hand of the Father, and his coming again to judge the world.

Question LIL How was Christ exalted in his resurrection f

Answer. Christ was exalted in his resurrection, in that, not having seen corruption in death, of

which was it not possible for him to be held, and having the very same body in « hich he suffered,

with the essential properties thereof, but without mortality, and other common infirmities belong-

ing to this life, really united to his soul, he rose again from the dead the third day, by his own
power : whereby he declared himself to be the Son of God, to have satisfied divine justice, to have
vanquished death, and him that had the power of it, and to be Lord of quick and dead ; all which
he did as a public Person, the Head of his church, lor their justification, quickening in grace, sup-

port against enemies, and to assure them of their resurrection from the dead at the last day.

The former of these Answers containing only a general account of what is particu-

larly insisted on in some following Answers, we pass it over, and proceed to con-

sider Christ as exalted in his resurrection.

The Incorruption of Christ's Body.

1. We observe, then, that Christ did not see corruption in death. Corruption,

according to our common acceptation of the word, imports two things. The first

is the dissolution of the frame of nature, or the separation of soul and body, lu
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this sense every one who dies sees corruption ; for death is the dissolution or separation

of the two constituent parts of man. Accordingly, the apostle calls it ' the dissolution

of this earthly tabernacle.'" Now, when our .Saviour is said not to have seen corrup-

tion, it is not to be understood in tiiis sense, because lie really died. But corruption

consists principally in the body's being putritied, or turned into dust. In this sense it

is said, ' Thou wilt'not sutler thine Holy One to see corruption.'^ These words are ex-

plained in a following verse, in which it is said that ' his Hesh did not see corruption ;'y

that is, he did not continue long enough in the state of the dead for his body to be

eorrupted, which it would have been, without a continued miracle, had it lain many
days in the grave. It may bo objeeted, that to. lie two or three days in the grave

is sufficient to contract .some degree of corruption ; so that Christ's body could

not, in all respects, be free from corruption. But tliere was a peculiar hand of

providence, in keeping it from being corrupted, during the short space of time in

which it continued in the state of the dead ; which was an indication of the great

regard which God had to him, his sufferings being now at an end. But there may
be another reason assigned. As the filth of sin is sometimes, to beget in us a de-

testation of it, illustrated by things putrified and eorrupted ; so God would not suf-

fer the body of Christ to be corrupted. As, moreover, his soul had not the least

taint of moral corruption in life, it was not expedient that his body should have

the least mark or emblem of it in death. Besides, it was neeessary that his body
should not see corruption, by being turned into dust as the bodies of all men will

be, in order that we might have evident proof that the same body which died was
raised again from the dead. But this will be farther insisted on, under a follow-

ing Head, when we consider the reason why he rose again so soon as the third day.

2. It was not possible for our Saviour to be held any longer under the power of

death than till the third day. This statement is founded on Acts ii. 24. For un-

derstanding it, let us consider that, had he continued always under the power of

death, it would have argued the insufficiency of his satisfaction ; so that his obe-

dience in life, and his sufferings in death, could not have attained the end designed
;

and consequently the infinite worth and value of them would, in effect, have been

denied. But the justice of God being fully satisfied, it could not refuse to release

him out of prison, that is, to raise him from the dead. Again, it was not possible

that he should be held any longer under the power of death than till the third day,

because the purpose and promise of God must have their accomplishment. Indeed,

he was given to understand, before he suffered, that his body should be detained

no longer in the grave. Accordingly, he intimates to his followers, ' Destroy this

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.'^ This event, therefore, was proposed

as a sign ; and an appeal is made to it for the confirmation of his mission and doc-

trine. It was hence impossible that he should be held any longer in the grave.

The Reality of Christ's Resurrection.

We are to prove that Christ actually rose again from the dead. The two main
proofs, necessary to support our faith in the fact are, a sufficient testimony given

of it by creatures, and a farther confirmation of it by miracles, which are a divine

testimony. Both these wo have. It may be observed, too, that, as appears by

daily experience, the great ends of his death and resurrection are fully obtained
;

and that their being so affords us unquestionable matter of conviction.

1. As to a sufficient testimony given by creatures, Christ's resurrection was at-

tested bv sufficient, undeniable evidence. Two angels were sent from heaven as

the first witnesses of it. They are described as being ' in shiniiig garments, who
said. Why seek ye the living among the dead? he is not here, but is risen.'* They
are called, indeed, ' two men,' because tlu-y appeared in human form ; but another

evangelist calls them 'two angels.''^ Again, the resurrection of Christ was at-

tested by several men and women who were his familiar friends and followers be-

fore his death, and saw and conversed with him alter his resurrection, and there-

u 2 Cor. V. 1. X Acts ii. 27. y Ver. 31.

z John ii. 19. a Luke xxiv. 4—6. b John xx. 12.
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fore had sufficieut proof that it was he who suifered tliat was raised from the dead.

And, lest the testimony of his apostles should not be reckoned sufficient, though
there were enough of them to attest the matter, he was afterwards seen by a greater

number, namely, 'above five hundred brethren at once.''^ Now, surely, all these

could not be deceived, in a matter of which it was necessary for themselves, as

well as others, that they should have the fullest conviction.

That it was moi'ally impossible that his disciples, in particular, should be im-

posed on, will appear, if we consider that they were his intimate associates. It was
for this reason, among others, that providence ordered that he should appear to

them, and converse mostly with them. Had he appeared to others who never kne'W

him before, and told them that he was risen from the dead, though they could not

question his being alive whilst they conversed with him, yet they might doubt

whether he was the same person who died, and so was raised from the dead; and it

cannot well be conceived that such could receive a full conviction as to this matter,

without a miracle. But, when he appeared to those who were intimately acquainted

with him before his death, the conviction is easy and natural. For if his countenance

or outward appearance as much resembled what it was before his death, as ours

after a fit of sickness does what it was before ; then his aspect, or external appear-

ance to them, would afford such matter of conviction as very few pretend to gainsay
;

especially when we consider that it was but three days since they saw him before

he was crucified. It may be objected, however, that his countenance was so altered

that it was hard to know him by it ; for Mary, one of his intimate acquaintances,

when she first .'•aw him, mistook him for 'the gardener ;''^ and it is said that, 'after

this, he appeared in another form unto two of them.'^ But Mary might easily

mistake him for another person, through surprise, and not looking steadfastly ou
him, as not expecting to see him. Hence, her mistake may easily be accounted for,

though we suppose his countenance not much to differ from what it was before his

deatli. As to the scripture which speaks of his appearing ' in another form ' to two
of his disciples, as they walked into the country, the event narrated in it is men-
tioned, with some particular enlargement, by the evangelist Luke, together with

the conversation our Saviour had with them ; and it is observed, that ' their eyes

were holden, that they should not know him,'^ and that afterwards 'their eyes

were opened, and they knew him.'s May we not, from hence, suppose either that

there was something preternatural in the change of Christ's countenance, with the

design that, at first, they should not know him ; or that there was some impres-

sion upon the minds of the disciples, which prevented their knowing him ? If the

former of these be supposed, as according with St. Mark's words relating to his

appearing ' in another form,' the miracle will not give us sufficient occasion to

conclude that, in other instances of his appearing to his disciples, our Saviour's

countenance was so much altered that it was impossible they should know him by
it. But if this should not be allowed, or if it should be objected that the most in-

timate friends may mistake the person whom they see, if there be nothing else to

judge by but the likeness of his countenance to what it was before, let us add, that

our Saviour not only appeared to his disciples, but conversed with them and brought
to their remembrance what had passed between him and them before his death.

Thus he says, ' These are the words which I spake unto you while I was yet with

you,''' (fee. Now, when a person not only discovers himself to others, but brings

to mind private conversation which had formerly passed between them, at particu-

lar times and places, no ground is left to doubt whether he be the same person or

not. Hence, Christ's appearing to his intimate, particular friends, and conversing

with them, and calling to mind former conversation held with them before his

death, proves that he was the same Person who had lived before ; so that they

might be as sure that he was raised irom the dead, as they were that he died.

Those persons who, after his resurrection, were witnesses to the truth of it to

the world, were also very worthy of credit. They were of such a temper tliat they

would believe nothing themselves, but upon the fullest evidence. This temper they

c 1 Cor. XV. C. (] John xx. 14, 15. e Mark xvi. 12.

I Li.ki xxM. Iti. g Ver. 31. h Luke xxiv. 44.
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had to such an extreme as is uncommon ;
proviilence so ordering it, that we might

thence be more sure that we were not imposed on by their report. They were in-

credulous, even to a fault. For, though they had sufficient intimation given them
that our Saviour would rise from the dead at the time he really did, and were

also credibly informed by the women who had an account of his resurrection from

the angels ; yet it is said, ' Their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they be-

lieved them not.''—Moreover, though they afterwards received a farther account

of the matter from the two disciples who conversed with Clirist on the way to Em-
maus, and had sufficient ground from them to conclude that he was risen from the

dead : yet, when our Saviour, at the same time that they were reporting this matter

to them, appeared in the midst of them, ' they were terrified,' as if they had 'seen

a spirit.'"* This circumstance farther discovers how much they were disinclined

to believe anytliing, without greater evidence than what is generally demanded in

such cases. Also, the report given by the rest of the disciples to Thomas, con-

cerning his resurrection, and his having appeared to them and conversed with

them, which was a sufficient ground to induce any one to believe it, was not, in

the least, regarded by him; for he determined that unless *he saw in his hands
the print of the nails, and put his finger into the print of the nails, and thrust

his hand into his side, he would not believe ;' and in this matter he was after-

wards indulged by our Saviour for his conviction. All these things are plain

proof that the disciples who were to be witnesses of Christ's resurrection, were
not persons of such a temper that they might easily be imposed on ; so that their

report is the more convincing to us. Moreover, they were men of an unspotted

character, unblemished honesty and integrity ; which is a very necessary circum-
stance to be regarded in those who are witnesses to any matters of fact. Their con-

versation was subject to the inspection of their most inveterate enemies, who, if

they could have found anything blameworthy in it, would, doubtless, have alleged

it against them, as an expedient to bring their persons and doctrines into disre-

pute. This would have had a tendency to sap the very foundation of the Chris-

tian religion. The Jews also would not have needed to have recourse to persecu-

tion, or to call in the aid of the civil magistrate to silence them, if they could have
produced any instances of dishonesty, or want of integrity, in their character. The
apostle Peter, who was one of the witnesses, appeals to the world, in behalf of

himself and the rest of the apostles, when he says, ' We have not followed cun-
ningly-devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty.'^ Indeed, their writings

discover not only great integrity, but holiness ; and hence the same apostle styles

them all ' holy men of God,'""—Further, they could not be supposed to have any
prospect of advantage by deceiving the world, as to the fact of Christ's resurrection

;

but, on the other hand, were to look for nothing else but the greatest degree- of

opposition, from both the Jews and the heathen. The former, who had always
been such enemies to their Lord and Master, would, doubtless, be so to them.
Besides, they reckoned it their interest to oppose and persecute every one who pro-

pagated this doctrine ; for they apprehended that, if the world believed it, it would
fasten an eternal mark of infamy upon them. They were also apprehensive that

it would ' bi-ing on them the guilt of his blood,' that is, the deserved punishment
of putting him to death. ° It may be objected, perhaps, that the apostles might
have some view to their own interest, when they first became Christ's disciples, or
might expect some secular advantage by being the subjects of his kingdom, as

apprehending that it was of a temporal nature. But this they had not any
ground to expect from him. Besides, since his crucifixion, all expectations of that
kind were at an end ; and therefore their reporting that he was risen from the
dead, if he had not been so, would have been to invent a lie contrary to their own
interest. Moreover, they -would by this course not only have imposed on others,

but have incurred the divine displeasure, and ruined their own souls ; the happi-
ness of which was as much concerned in the truth of their testimony as that of
ours. Now, none (;an suppose that they ever appeared so desperate, as not to
regard what became of them either in this or another world.

i Luke xxiv. 1 1. k Luke xxiv. 36, .37. 1 2 Pet. i. IG. in Ver, 21. n A(t» v 28.
I. 4 n
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We have thus considered the testimony of those apostles who saw and conversed

with Christ after his resurrection, together with their respective character, as wit-

nesses of the fact. To them we have the addition of another witness, namely, the

apostle Paul, who saw him, in an extraordinary manner, after his ascension into

heaven, and heard his voice, saying, ' Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest. '** In reference to this, lie says concerning himself,
' Last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time ;'p that is, one who
had this qualification for the apostleship, or his being a witness to Christ's resur-

rection, after that time in which others were qualified to bear their testimony to

this truth, that is, after Christ's ascension into heaven. We may observe concern-

ing this witness, that he was well known by all the Jews to have been one of the

most inveterate enemies to Christianity in the world. This he frequently after-

wards took occasion to mention, that so his testimony might be more regarded.

Indeed, nothing short of the fullest evidence as to this matter, could induce him to

forego his secular interest, and, in common with the rest of the apostles, to expose
himself to the loss of all things in defence of this truth.

Now that we are speaking of the witnesses to Christ's resurrection, and of the

apostle Paul as attesting it from his having seen him in a glorified state, we may
take notice of one more witness, namely, the blessed martyr Stephen, who de-

clared, in the presence of his enraged enemies, ' Behold, I see the heavens opened,

and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.'*! He was, doubtless, one
of the holiest and most upright men in his day ; and, when he gave his testimony,

it is said in the foregoing words, ' He was full of the Holy Ghost ;' and certainly

the Holy Ghost would not suggest a falsity to him. This he spake when ready to

expire, and at a time when men are under no temptation to deceive the world ; so

that if, at any time they are to be believed, it is then, when they are in the most
serious frame, and most thoughtful about that world into which they are imme-
diately passing.

Having thus noticed the testimony of Christ's friends and followers to his resur-

rection, we might add the testimony of enemies themselves. They were forced to

own this truth, though it was so much against their own interest, and though it

made their crime, in crucifying him, appear so black and heinous. Thus we may
observe that, when Christ was buried, the Jews, from the intimation which they

had previousl}^ received that he was to rise again after three days, desired Pilate

that his sepulchre should be made sure till that time. This was accordingly done.

A stone was rolled to the mouth of it, and sealed ; and a watch was appointed

to guard it. The men of the watch, too, were Jews ; for Pilate says, ' Ye have a
watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.'*" He did not order Christ's

friejids and followers to watch the sepulchre, but his enemies. It is observed also

concerning them, that, when the stone was rolled from the door of the sepulchre

by the ministry of an angel, 'the keepers,' or the watch which Pilate had set, 'did

shake, and became as dead men,'* or were ready to die with fear. This could not
throw them into a sleep ; for fear awakens, rather than stupifies the passions.

Accordingly, it is said, ' Some of the M'atch came into the city, and showed unto

the chief priests the things that were done. And when they were assembled to-

gether, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying.

Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.' But as

this would render them liable to the governor's resentment, and some degree of

punishment for their not attending their respective post with that watchfulness

which was necessary, they add, ' We will persuade him, and secure you.' It is

then said, ' They took the money, and did as they were taught ; and this saying is

commonly reported among the Jews until this day.' This is the most stupid and
absurd method which could have been taken, to discountenance the doctrine of

Christ's resurrection. Indeed, it contains a proof of it. The soldiers, at first, re-

ported matter of fact ; but the evasion of it confutes itself. Must we not suppose

that there were a considerable number who watched the sepulchre ? Doubtless,

o Acts xxvi. 14— 16. p 1 Cor. xv. 8. q Acts vii. 56.

r Matt, xxvii. G5. s Cliap. xxviii. 4.
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up of 'seed''' sown in the ground, which, though it be very mucli altered as to its

shape and many of its accidental properties, yet is the same in substance which was
sown. Accordingly, 'every seed hath its own body.' The matter is the same,

though the form is different.

2. When it is said, that the body of Christ had the same essential properties

which it had before his death, we are to understand that it was material, and en-

dowed with the same senses it had before, which were exercised in the same man-
ner, though it may be in a greater degree.

3. It is farther observed that it had not the same accidental properties which
belonged to it before ; for it was without mortality and other infirmities of this life.

The apostle says, concerning the resurrection of all believers, ' It is sown in cor-

ruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory ;

it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown a natural body, it is raised

a spiritual body.'^ It is said, in particular, concerning our Saviour, that, ' being

raised from the dead, he dieth no more,'*^ that is, he was raised immortal. And
as believers, after their resurrection from the dead, shall be delivered from the

common infirmities of life—such as hunger, thirst, pain, sickness, and tlie like—
much more may we conclude that our Saviour was so. But how far his human
nature was changed, as to all its properties, it is not for us to pretend to deter-

mine ; nor ought we to be too inquisitive 'about it. Yet we may conclude that,

though it was raised incorruptible and immortal, and exempted from the common
infirmities of this life, it was not, while on earth, clothed with that lustre and glory

which was put upon it when he ascended into heaven. The reason of this might
probably be, that he might converse with men, or that they might be able to bear

his presence ; which they could not have done had his body been so glorious as it

is at present since his ascension into heaven.

The Period between Christ's Death and Resurrection.

It is farther observed, that Christ was raised from the dead on the third day

;

that is, he continued in the state of the dead from the evening of the sixth day to

the morning of the first, which is the Christian Sabbath. The day on which Christ

died is said to have been 'the preparation, and the sabbath drew on.'*^ This another

evangelist explains, and says, ' It was the preparation, that is, the day before the

sabbath.'^ The reason why the day before the sabbath is so called, is that it wa.g

the day in which the Jews prepared every thing that was necessary for the solemnity

of the day following, and gave a despatch to their worldly affairs that they might not

be embarrassed with them, and, by forethought and meditation on the work of that

day, might be better prepared for it. This was on the sixth day of the week ; and
Christ died in the evening, not long before sunset. It is said, also, that he rose

again from the dead ' when the seventh day was past, very early in the morning
on the first day of the week.'^ So that our Saviour continued in the state of .the

dead a part of the sixth day, the whole of the seventh, and a part of the first day
of the week. On this account he is said to have ' risen again on the third day,'*

that is, the tliird day, inclusive of the day of his death and that of his resurrection.

The learned Bishop Pearson, in his marginal notes on the fifth article of the Creed,
illustrates it by a tertian, or third day ague, which is so called though there is but
one day's intermission between the paroxysms of it ; and so the first and third day
are both included in the computation. Both he and others who treat on this sub-

ject, farther illustrate it by observing that the scripture often speaks of a number
of days, inclusive of the first and last ; as when it is said, ' When eight days were
accomplished, our Saviour was circumcised,''* including the days of his birth and
circumcision, between which six days intervened.^ Thus our Saviour continued

a 1 Cor, XV. 37, 38. b Verses 42—44. c Rom. vi. 9. d Luke xxiii. 54.

e Maik xv. 4"2. f Chap. wi. 1,2. g 1 Cor. xv. 4. h Luke ii. 21

i This ohservalion is of use for explaining' the sense of several scriptures which contain a seeming
contradiction lietween them. Thus, in Luke ix. 28, it is said, ' About eight days after these say-

ings, Jesus took Peter, and John, and James, and went up into a mountain to pray;' whereas Mark
says, in chap, ix. 2, that this v\ as done "after six <Ia\s.' Luke speaks of the eight days, inclusive
of the first and last; Mark speaks of eight days, exclusive of them hoth, which is but six days.
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three days in the state of the dead, inclusive of the first and last; or, he rose again

the third day, according to the scriptures.

We shall now consider what reasons may be assigned why providence ordered

that Christ sliould continue three days, and no longer, in the state of the dead.

1. It seems agreeable to the wisdom of God that there should have been some
space of tune between his death and resurrection, that so there might be a sufficient

evidence that he was really dead, since much depends on our belief of that fact.

He might have breathed forth his soul into the hands of (jlod one moment, and
received it again, as raised from the dead, the next. But God in wisdom ordered

it otherwise ; for, had Chri^-t expired and risen from the dead in so short a time, it

might have been ([uestioned whether he died or not. His having lain in the grave
till the third day, liowever, puts tliis matter beyond all dispute.

2. It was agreeable to the goodness and care of providence that our Saviour
should not continue too long in the state of the dead. Had he continued several

years in the grave, there could not have been an appeal to his resurrection during
all that space of time to confirm the faith of his people concerning his mission. God
would not keep his people too long in suspense whether it was he who was to redeem
Israel ; nor would he too long delay the pouring forth of his Spirit, or the preach-
ing of the gospel, which were designed to be deferred till Christ's rising from the

dead. It seems to have been most convenient, too, that he should soon rise from
the dead, that is, on the third day, that the world might have a convincing proof

of his resurrection, while his death was fresh in their memories, and the subject of

the discourse of all the world. Besides, having been told beforehand of his resur-

rection, they either were or ought to have been in expectation of this wonderful and
glorious event ; and consequently it would be an expedient for their greater conviction.

To what has been said concerning Christ's rising again on the third day, so that

he lay but one whole day and a part of two days in the grave, it is objected that he is

said, to have been 'three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.''' This, it

is said, includes a longer time than what is before mentioned, so that he was cruci-

fied on the fifth day ot the week, not on the sixth ; and it is also contrary to what
has been said concerning his being crucified on the preparation before the sabbath.
In answer to this objection, we remark that it cannot be denied that, according to

the scripture account of time, the measure of a day contains the space of time Irom
one evening to the next, which is twent,v-four hours. This we call a natural day,

the night being the first part, and not the morning, according to our computation

;

as we reckon a day to contain the space of time from one morning to the next.

The reason why the Jews thus begin their day is, that it is said, ' The evening and
the morning weie the first day.'^ The sabbath-day also was reckoned to continue
during the space of time from the evening of the sixth day to tlie evening of the
seventh, that is, from sunset to sunset; as it is said * from even unto even shall ye
celebrate your sabbatli.''" This fartlier appears, from what is said concerning our
Saviour's 'going into Capernaum, and, on the sabbath-day entering into the syna-
gogue and teaching;' for it is said, in a following verse, 'When the sabbath was
over, they brought unto him all that were diseased and possessed with devils ; and
the city was gatiiered together at the door, and he healed many that were sick of
divers diseases,'" »tc. From this it appears that the sabbath was over at sunset that
day ; for the Jews, thinking it unlawful to lieal on the sabbath-day, as they expressly
say elsewhere, would not bring those who liad diseases to be healed till the sabbath
was past.—Again, when a whole natural day, consisting of twenty-four hours, is

spoken of in scripture, it is generally called a day and a night, or an evening and
a iiiorniiig. The Jews have no compound word to express this by, as the Greeks**

have. Tiius it is said, ' Unto two thousand and three liundred days, then shall

the sanctuary be cleansed. 'p Here the word which we render 'days,' signifies in

tlie Hebrew, as our marginal reference observes, 'evening morning,' or spaces of
time eacli of which consists of evening and morning. Elsewhere also it is said that
Moses was upon tlie mount 'forty days and forty nights, 'i that is, forty of those

k Miitt. xii. 40. 1 Geii. i. 5. m Lev. xxiii. 32. n M-irk i. 21. compared with verses 32 34
Tbis tliey ciill ^t/,•^;CJ;^lJoy. p Dan. viii. 14. q Exod. xxxiv. '28.
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spaces of time which we call days, each of which makes a day and a night. So that

a day and a night, according to the Hebrew way of speaking, imports no more than
a day. When, therefore, our Saviour is said to have been three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth, it is an Hebraism, which signifies no more than
three days, or three of those spaces of time, each of which, being completed, con-

sists of a day and a night.—Further, it is a very common thing, in scripture, for a
part of a day to be put for a day, by a synecdoche of the part for the whole. Hence,
a part of that space of time which, when completed, contains day and night, or the

space of twenty-four hours, is called a day ; so that what is done on the third day,

before it is completely ended, is said to take up three days in being done. Thus
Esther says, 'Fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day

;

I also and my maidens will fast likewise ; and so will I go in unto the king ;''' whereas
it is said, after this, that ' on the third day Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood

in the inner court of the king's house. '^ She could not be said, therefore, to fast three

whole days, but only a part of three ; for, before the third day was ended, she went
to the king. A part of three days is thus put for three days, or that which is said

to be done after three days and three nights, which is all one, may be said to be

done on the third day, though the day be not completely ended. Our Saviour may
be said, therefore, to have been three days and three nights in the heart of the

earth, that is, a part of those spaces of time, which, if completed, would have con-

tained three days and three nights,

Christ raised hy his Own Power.

Christ raised himself from the dead by his own power. Here let it be considered

that no power but what is divine can raise the dead ; for it is a bringing back of

the dissolved frame of nature into the same or a better state than that in which it

was before its dissolution, and a remanding of the soul which was in the hand of

God to be again united to its body, which none can do but God himself. Accord-
ingly, the apostle mentions it as a branch of the divine glory ; and God is repre-

sented as 'he who quickeneth all things.'* The body of Christ, therefore, was raised

by divine power. Thus the apostle says, 'This Jesus hath God raised up;'" and
when he mentions it elsewhere, he makes use of a phrase which is uncommonly
emphatic—he wants words to express it, and speaks of ' the exceeding greatness of

his power, which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead.''' Again,

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are God, as has been observed under a foregoing

Answer,y it follows that this infinite power belongs equally and alike to them all
;

so that all these divine Persons may be said to have raised Christ's body from the

dead. That the Father raised him no one denies who speaks of his resurrection ; and
the apostle expressly says, that ' he was raised up from the dead by the glory of the

Father.'^ But it is farther said that he raised himself from the dead. Thus he

tells the Jews, speaking of the temple of his body, ' Destroy this temple, and in

three days I will raise it up.'^ That the Holy Ghost raised him, seems to be im-

plied in the expression in which it is said, ' He was declared to be the Son of God
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead;'**

that is, the Spirit, by this act of divine power, declared him to have been the Son
of God, and to have finished the work lie came about. Elsewhere, too, he is said

to have been ' quickened by the Spirit.'"

Christ, by raising himself by his own power, declared that he was the Son of

God ; that is, he not only declared that he was a divine Person, which his sonship

always implies, but, declared also his mission and authority to act as Mediator, and

that he had accomplished the work which he came into the world to perform. As
to what he says concerning his raising himself by his own power, ' Destroy this

temple, and after three days I will raise it up,' the Socinians, apprehending it to be

an argument tending to overthrow the scheme they lay down who deny his divinity,

are forced to make use of a very sorry evasion. They suppose, that the meaning

r Esther iv. Ifi. sCIiap. v. 1. t I Tim. vi. 13. u Acts ii. 32
X Eph. i. 19. 20. vTi^CaXXov fiiythf t»j Ivvafiiwf alrou, power that is preat, even to an h\perholc,

Y See Quest, ix. xi. z Uoiii. vi. 4. a John ii. 19. b Rom. i. 4. c 1 Pet. iii. \fi.
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tions.^' " Our justincatioii, which was begun in his death, was perfected in his

resurrection. Christ did meritoriously work our justification and salvation, by his

death and passion ; but the efficacy and perfection thereof, with respect to us, de-

pendeth on his resurrection. By his death he paid our debt; in his resurrection he

received our acquittance. Isa. liii. 8, ' Being taken from prison and from judgment.'

When he was discharged, we, in him, and together with him, received our discharge

from the guilt and punishment of all our sins." This is very agreeable to what is said in

the present Answer,—that he did all this as a public Person, the Head of his church.

Nevertheless, there is another notion of our justification, which consists in our appre-

hending, receiving, or applying his righteousness by faith, which, as will be observed

in its proper place,' cannot, from the nature of the thing, be said to be before we
believe.—Another effect of Christ's resurrection is our quickening in grace. Thus
it is said, ' When we were dead in sms, he hath quickened us together with Christ.'''

This implies either that, his death being the procuring cause erf all inherent grace,

begun in regeneration, and carried on in sanctification, his resurrection was the

first step taken in order to his applying what he had purcliased, and that afterwards

we are, as the consequence, raised from the death of sin to a spiritual life of holiness
;

or else it denotes that communion which believers have with Christ in his resurrec-

tion, as well as his death, as he is the Head and they are the members. This agrees

with the peculiar mode of speaking often used by the apostle Paul, who, in several

places of his epistles, speaks of believers as crucified, dead, and buried, risen, and
ascended into heaven, and sitting at God's right hand in heavenly places, in or

with Christ.'—Again, Christ's resurrection is a means for our support against our

enemies, whose utmost rage can extend itself no farther than the grave. They for

whom Christ died and rose again shall obtain a glorious, resurrection and eternal

life with him ; and therefore he advises his people ' not to be afraid of them that

kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.'""—This will farther

appear, if we consider another effect of Christ's resurrection, which is, that they

are assured by it of their resurrection from the dead at the last day. Christ's

resurrection is, as it were, the exemplar and pledge of theirs. As hereby he con-

queied death in his own person ; so he gives them ground to conclude that this

* last enemy,' which stands in the way of their complete blessedness, ' shall be de-

stroyed. '"^ Accordingly, it is said, that he is 'risen from the dead, and become the

first-fruits of them that slept. '° But this will be farther considered under a follow-

ing Answer.P

CHRIST'S EXALTATION IN AND AFTER HIS ASCENSION.

Question LIII. How was Christ exalted in his ascension ?

Answer Christ was exalted in his ascension, in that having, after his resurrection, often appeared
unto, and conversed with his apostles, speaking to them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of

God, and giving them commission to preach the gospel to all nations; forty da\s after his resurrec-

tion, he, in our nature, and as our Head, triumphing over enemies, visibly went up into the highest

heavens, there to leceive gifts tor men, to raise uj) our affections thither, and to prepare a place for

us where himself is, and shall continue, till his second coming at the end of the world.

Question LIV. How is Christ exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God ?

Answer. Christ is exalted in his sitting at the right hand of God, in that, as God-man, he is

advanced to the highest favour with God the Father, with all fulness of joy, glory, and power over
all things in heaven and earth, and doth gather and defend his church, aud subdue their enemies,

furnisheth his ministers and people with gifts and graces, and maketh intercession for them.

In the former of these Answers, we have an account of Christ's ascension into

heaven ; in the latter, of his sitting at the right hand of God, which contains a
circumstance of glory immediately consequent upon his ascension. Accordingly

we are led first to consider Christ's ascension into heaven.

h See the notes on Rom. iv. 25. i See vol. ii. Quest. Ixx, Ixxii. k Epli. ii. 5.

1 See p:iges 371. 451. m Luke xii. 4. n I Coi. xv. '2(). o Ver. 20. p See Quest, hxxvii.
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The Interval beticcen Christ's Resun-ect'ion and his Ascension.

leve we may observe the distance of time between his resurrection and ascen-

i. and wliat he did during that interval. It is expressly said that ' he showed
Here

sion.

himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them.' that

is, the apostles, ' forty days, anil speaking of the tilings pertaining to the kingdom

of God.'' Some of tlie evangelists are more particular on tiiis subject tlian others.

But, if we compare them together, we may observe tliat our Saviour, during this

interval, did not convers'e freely and familiarly with tlie world, as he had done

before his death, during tlie exercise of liis ])ul)lic ministry. Indeed, we cannot

learn, from any account given by the evangelists of tliis matter, that he appeared

so as to make liimself known, to any but his friends and followers. He might, it

is true, have appeared to tlie Jews. and. by doing so. have confuted the lie which

they so studiously propagated, that his disciples came by night and stole liim away,

and consequently that he was not risen from tlic dead. But he thought, as he

might well do, tliat he had given them sufficient proof before his death that he

was the Messiah ; and. as he designed that his resurrection should be undeniably

attested by those who were appointed to be the witnesses of it. it was needless for

him to give any farther proof of it. Besides, his enemies being wilfully blind, ob-

stinates and prejudiced against him. he denied them any farther means of convic-

tion, as a punishment of tlieir unbelief; so that he would not appear to them after

his resurrection. Indeed, had he done it, it is probable, considering the malicious

obstinacy and rago which appeared in their temper, that they would have perse-

cuted iiim again, wliiclj it was not convenient that he should submit to, his state

of humiliation being at an end.

Again, he did not continue all the forty days with his apostles ; nor have we
ground to conclude that he abode witli them in their houses as he did before his

death, or that he cat and drank with them, excepting in two or three particular in-

stances, mentioned by the evangelists,'" the design of which was to prove that, after

his resurrection, he had as true a human body, with all the essential properties

of it, as he had before his death, and therefore was not. as they supposed him to

be when first tliey saw him, a .spectrum. All the account we have of his appearing

to his Iriends and followers, is, that it was only occasionally, at such times as they

did not expect to see him. At one time he appeared to the two di.sciples going to

Emmaus, and made himself known to them when they came to their journey's end,

and then withdrew himself in an instant. Afterwards, we read of his appearing to

the apostles, when they were engaged in social worsliip, on the day of his resurrec-

tion ; of his appearing to them again on the first day of the following week ;- and
of his appearing to them another time at the sea of Tiberias.' After the account

of the last of these appearances, it is expressly said that ' this was now the third

time that Jesus showed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the

dead.'" Besides, we read elsewhere of his being ' seen of above five hundred

brethren at once;'* which was probably in Galilee, where his followers generally

lived, and where he chieHy exercised his public ministry before his death. This

seems to have been appointed as a place of general rendezvous, if we may so ex-

press it; for he says, ' After I am risen, 1 will go before you into Galilee ;'y and
the angel gives the same intimation, 'Go your way, tell his di.sciples that he

goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.'*

Now this intimation being, as is more than probable, transmitted to his loUow-

ers, five hundred of them waited for him tiiere, and accordingly he appeared

to tliem. All these appearances were only occasional ; he principally designing

thereby to convince tliem of the truth of his resurrection, and to give his apostles,

in particular, instruction concerning some things which they were unapprized of

before.

Having thus spoken concerning the time which Christ continued on earth, dur-

q Acts i. 3. r Luke xxiv. 41— 4.^. John xxi. 13. s Join xx. 19. compared with ver. 26.

t Chap. xxi. 1. u Vtr. 14. x I Cor. .\v. 6. y Mark xiv. 28. z Chap. xvi. 7.

I. 4 I
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ing which he sometimes appeared to his disciples, we now proceed to consider what
he imparted to them during his stay, or at those particular times when he appear-

ed to them. Here we cannot certainly determine anything farther than the ac-

count we have in scripture ; in which, as was before observed, it is said that ' he

spake of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.' By 'the kingdom of God,'

I humbly conceive, is meant either that glorious state and place to which he was
to ascend, where they should at last be with him, which was a very useful and en-

tertaining subject on which they could not but be happy in hearing what he said
;

or it means the gospel-state, which, in the New Testament, is often called ' the

kingdom of God,' or ' the kingdom of heaven.' As he designed that they should be

his ministers, whom he would employ in preaching the gospel, and thereby pro-

moting the affairs of his kingdom ; it was necessary that they should receive in-

structions concerning the gospel-state. Without this they could do nothing for

promoting his interest in the world ; or, at least, they must have a particular direc-

tion from the Holy Spirit relating to the subject, else they would have no warrant

to give instructions to the church concerning the new dispensation. We have no
ground to doubt that they had the Spirit's direction in every thing which they laid

down for the church, as a rule of faith or practice afterwards. But this they seem
not to have had while our Saviour was with them ; so that the nature of the

gospel-state, as is more than probable, was a part of what he discoursed with them
about, as he ordered them to teach those to whom they were sent to ' observe all

things, whatsoever he had commanded them.'*

We have sufficient ground to conclude, that he gave them direction concerning

the observance of tlie first day of the week, as the Christian sabbath. He had told

them before his death, that he was ' Lord of the sabbath ;'^ and now we may sup-

pose that he more eminently discovered himself to be so, by changing the day from
the seventh to the first day of the week. That they had an intimation from him
concerning the Christian sabbath seems probable, from the fact that it was ob-

served by them, in the interval between his i-esurrection and ascension. We read

more than once, too, of his giving countenance to their observance of it, by his

presence with them. Yet, at this time, the Holy Ghost was not poured forth

upon them. Their practice, therefore, seems to have been founded on some in-

timation given them by our Saviour, during his continuance with them forty days

;

though perliaps the matter was confirmed to them afterwards, by extraordinary re-

velation from tlie Holy Ghost.

It was in this interval, also, that our Saviour gave them a commission to preach

the gospel to all nations, and instituted the ordinance of baptism.*^ The commis-
sion which he now gave difters very much from that which he had before given to

his twelve disciples, when he ordered them ' not to go in the way of the Gentiles,

nor to enter into any cit}- of the Samaritans, but rather to go to the lost sheep of

the house of Israel.''^ Now, however, none are excluded ; but their commission
must be exercised throughout the world, wherever they went. Together with this,

too, he promised ' to bo with them,' so as to assist and succeed them in their min-
istry, ' to tlie end of the world.' Moreover, he enjoined them 'to tarry in the city

of Jerusalem, until they were endued with power from on higli, waiting there for

the promise of the Father,' or for their being baptized by the Holy Ghost, which
privilege they should soon after receive.^ This was a very necessary advice which
our Saviour gave tliem ; for, though they had a commission to preach the gospel,

they wanted those qualifications for it wliich they were to receive from the Holy
Ghost They were to tarry at Jerusalem, also, after they had received extraor-

dinary gifts from the Holy Ghost, till they had an intimation given in what parts

of the world they should begin the exercise of their public ministry.

Again, though it is not particularly mentioned in the evangelical history, yet it

is not iniprobable, that our Saviour spake to his disciples concerning the nature of

the gospel-cliurcli and its government, how they were to exercise their ministry in

it, what doctrines they should preach, what success should attend them, and what

a Mutt, xxviii. 20. b Mark ii. 28. c Matt, xxviii. 19. d Chap. x. 5 6.

e i^uke xxiv, 4d. tomparcd with Acts i. 4, 5.
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they should suffer for his sake. AVhy may we not suppose that he spake of these

things to all his apostles, when he condescended to tell Peter, ' by what death ho

should glorify God?'^ Their knowledge of many of these things was necessary for

the right discharge of their ministry, which they were to begin at Jerusalem, where

the first church was to be planted ; and it can hardly be supposed that he would

only give them a commission to preach the gospel, without some instructions as to

how they should execute it. But as this is only a probable argument, let me add

that it is certain they afterwards had particular direction as to this matter, from

the Holy Ghost, who was given, after Christ's ascension into heaven, to lead them
into all truth, or to impart, by them, to the gospel-church, an infallible and stand-

ing rule of faith and practice.

Christ's Ascension.

After our Saviour had continued forty days on earth from his resurrection, and,

in that time, conversed with his apostles of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God, he ascended into heaven, or, as it is expressed in the Answer we are con-

sidering, he visibly went up into the highest heavens. There are two phrases, in

scripture, whereby this is set forth. It is said, ' he was taken up,' and ' he went
up.'s This variation of expression is used by the Holy Ghost, as some think, to

denote two different respects or circumstances attending his ascension. * His going

up' signifies that he ascended into heaven by his own power, pursuant to the right

which he had to that glory; as he says elsewhere, 'Ought not Christ to suffer, and
to enter into his glory?'** His being ' taken up' into heaven, signifies the Father's

act in exalting him. As he sent him into the world, so he took him out of it into

a better, when he had finished his work upon earth. This variety of expression

we find used in several other scriptures. Thus it is said, that ' he ascended up on

high,'' ' entered into heaven,''' and so put in his claim to the heavenly glory ; and,

on the other hand, 'he was received up into heaven,'' and consequently his claim

to it admitted of. Accordingly, he was ' exalted' to this honour ' by God's right

hand,'™ as what was due to him as the consequence of his sufferings.

That we may more particularly consider what it was for Christ to ascend. into

heaven, let it be observed that we are not to understand hereby that his divine

nature was translated from earth to heaven, or changed the place of its residence
;

for that is contrary to its omnipresence. Whenever a change of place is ascribed

to it, it respects not his essential, but his manifestative presence. Though it was
united to tiie human nature, yet it was not confined to it, or limited by it ; and
though, in one way, it displayed its glory therein whilst he was on earth, and, in

another, when he ascended into heaven, yet, considered as to its essential glory, it

fills all places. Hence, it is said, that he was in heaven whilst here on earth."

—

Again, when we say that Christ ascended into heaven in his human nature, tlie

language is not to be understood in a metaphorical sense, as though it denoted only

his being advanced to a more glorious state than he was in before his death ; since

heaven signifies a glorious place, as well as state. Were it to be understood only

in a metaphorical sense, it might, for the same reason, be said that there are no

saints or angels locally in heaven : for the metaphor might as well be applied to

them as to our Saviour. But this is directly contrary to the known acceptation

of the word in scripture. Moreover, that his ascending into heaven denotes a

change of place, as well as state, is evident from the fact that, though his state of

humiliation was over immediately after his resurrection, yet he says, concerning his

human nature, tliat, during his abode forty days on earth, though raised from the

dead, ' I am not yet ascended to my Father.'"—His ascension into heaven, then, is

to be understood, in the most proper and known sense of the word, inferring a

change of place, as well as state, denoting his being carried from this lower to the

upper world, in his human nature, and so entering into that glorious place, as well

as triumphant state. Tliis is called ' the heaven of heavens ;'p which gives us

f Jolin xxi. 19. p Acts i. 9, 10. h Luke xxiv. 26. i Eph. iv. 8.
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ground to conclude, that the word * heaven' is taken in various senses in scripture.

It is sometimes taken for the air ; accordingly the fowls that fly in it, are said to

'fly in the midst of heaven. 'i Sometimes it is taken for the clouds ; and so we
read of 'the rain,'"" or 'dew of heaven,'^ as coming down from thence. Some-
times it is taken for the stars ; so we read of 'the stars of heaven.'* But, be-

sides all these senses of the word, it is taken for the seat of the blessed, the throne

of God, where he manifests himself, in a glorious manner, to his saints and angels.

To this place Christ ascended ; and, in reference to his doing so, it is said, not only

that he 'went' into heaven, but that ' he was made higher than the heavens,'" or,

that 'he ascended far above all heavens.''' Accordingly it is said, in this Answer,
that he went up into the highest heaven.

Now, that Christ ascended into heaven, and that in a visible and glorious man-
ner, is evident from the account we have in scripture of his ascension; which,

together with the circumstances that went immediately before it, is what is next to

be considered. We read in scripture that, when the eleven disciples w-ere assem-

bled together, he came with a design to take his leave of them ; and that after he
had 'opened their understandings, that they might understand the scriptures,' and
had farther confirmed their faith by applying these to himself, and had concluded
all those necessary instructions which he gave them, 'he led them out as far as

Bethany,' and then 'lifted up his hands and blessed them, and, while he blessed

them, was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.'-^ But, as this relation

seems somewhat different from the account given elsewhere of the ascension by the

same inspired writer,^ who observes that, when Christ had ascended into heaven in

the sight of his disciples, ' they returned to Jerusalem, from the mount called Olivet,

which is from Jerusalem a sabbath-day's journey,' clearly implying that he ascend-

ed into heaven from that mountain ; how, it may be asked, could he liave ascended
thither from Bethany? It is observed, that Bethany* was about fifteen furlongs

from Jerusalem, and the mount of Olives a sabbath-day's journey; so that Bethany
and the mount of Olives seem to be almost a mile distant from each other. If

Christ, then, ascended from one of these places into heaven, how could he be
said to ascend from the other ? The answer which may be given to this seeming
inconsistency, is that the town of Bethany was situated at the foot of the mount of

Olives ; so that the part of the mountain which was nearest to it might have two
names, namely Olivet, which was the name of the whole mountain, and Bethany,
which denomination it might take from the adjoining village. Or, if this be not

sufficient to solve the difficulty, we may remark that when the evangelist says, in

one of the places, that our Saviour 'led them out as far as Bethany,' he does not
say he was taken up into heaven from thence ; but says only that, after he led them
thither, 'he blessed them, and, while he blessed them, he was parted from them.'

It is hence probable that, when he was come to Bethany, he gave them an intima-

tion that he should soon be received into heaven ; that, while he was going thence,

or going up the mount of Olives, he continued blessing them ; and that, when he
was come up to that part of the mount whence he ascended, he 'lifted up his hands,*

and conferred his last benediction on them, and then ' was parted from them, and a
cloud received him' and conveyed him to heaven. There is therefore no inconsist-

ency between the two scriptures, as to the place whence he ascended. It is far-

ther observed that his ascension was visible. ' They looked steadfastly towards

heaven as he went up.'^

From this account of Christ's ascension into heaven, we may make two or thi*ee

remarks. As to the place whence he ascended, which was the mount of Olives, it

may be observed that it was the same place to which he often retired, when he

was at Jerusalem, to converse with God in secret.'' Here it was that he was in

his agony, '^ in which he .sweat great drops of blood, when he had a very terrible

apprehension of the wrath of God which he was to bear as a punishment due
to our sin, which was the most bitter part of his suffering; and therefore here he

chose to begin his triumphs, as from hence he ascended into he3.ven. Hereby he

qRev.xix.l7. rDeiit.xi.il. f Gen. xxvii. 28. t Chap. xxii. 17
u Heb. vii. 26. x Epli. iv. 10. y Luke xxiv. 50—53. z Acts i. 12.

a John xi. 18. b Acts i. 10. t Luke xxii. 39. d Verse 44.
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seems, as it were, to give an iutimation to his people, that thcj ought to set the
glory which they shall he advanced to, against tlie sufferings of this present life, as

a ground of encouragement and support to them. That place which, at one time,
discovered nothing hut what was matter of ili.stress and anguish of spirit, at another
time opened a glorious scene of joy and happiness. This mountain, which before

had been a witness to that horror and amazement in wliich our Saviour M'as when
in the lowest depths of his liumbled state, now represents him as entering imme-
diately into his glory. Tlio place in the mountain whence he ascended, is not parti-

cularly mentioned, nor is there any mark of sanctity put on it. The Papists, in-

deed, with a great deal of superstition, pretend to discover the very spot of ground
whence our Saviour ascended ; and impose on those who will believe them, bv show-
ing them the print of his feet, which they suppose he left behind him ujpon the
mountain ; in which place they have erected a church, open in the top, to signify

his ascension into heaven. But this is little better than a fabulous conjecture. It

is an easy matter to find some hollow places in any mountain ; but to say that
any such small valley was made by our Saviour's feet, as a memorial of his ascend-
ing thence, is nothing but an imposition on the credulity of ignorant persons, with-
out scripture warrant.

From what has been said concerning Christ's conversing with bis disciples about
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, we may observe that the work he was
engaged in, just before his ascension into heaven, was of such a nature that it is a
very desirable tiling for a person, when called out of the world to be found so doing.

Our Saviour's whole conversation, while on earth, had, some way or other, a refer-

ence to the kingdom of heaven, and had a tendency to bring his people thither;
and this was the last subject which he conversed with them about.

AVhat is said concerning his blessing them when he was parted from them, ac-

cords with what is mentioned concerning Elijah, whose translation into heaven was
a type of Christ's ascension thither, concerning whom it is said that he bade ' Elisha
ask what he should do ' or desire of God 'for him, before he was taken from him.'®

As the great design of our Saviour's coming into the world was to be a public
blessing to his people ; so the last thing he did for them was to bless them. He
did this, either as a divine Person, by conferring blessedness upon them ; or, as
man, by praying for a blessing ibr them, whereby he gave them a specimen of the
work in which he is engaged in heaven, ever living to make intercession for tliem.

It is farther observed, that 'he lilted up his hands, and blessed them,' Sometimes
when persons blessed others, they did it by laying their hands upon them. This
Jacob did when he blessed the sons of Joseph,*' as a sign of his faith, which was
herein expressed, that blessings should descend from God upon them. When many
persons were blessed at the same time, the person blessing, instead of laying on
hands, sometimes lifted them up. Thus Aaron is said ' to have lifted up his hands
towards the people, and blessed them.'s So Christ lifted up his hands when ho
blessed his disciples, as an external sign of his lifting up his heart to God, while he
prayed for the blessings which they stood in need of.

Having thus noticed Christ's ascension to heaven, I cannot wholly pass over one
thing more mentioned in this Answer, namely, that he ascended as our Head. The
headship of Christ is a circumstance often mentioned by the apostle Paul, who sup-
poses him to stand in this relation to his people in every thing wliich he did for

them as Mediator. As their Head he is considered as a public Person, the Repre-
sentative of aU his elect, who acted in their name, as well as for their interest.

The Necessity of Christ's Ascension.

"We are now led to consider that it was necessary that Christ should ascend into

heaven after he had finished his work on earth ; his ascension being an accomplish-
ment of what was foretold concerning him. The psalmist mentions it in a very
beautiful and magnificent way, ' Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; even lift them up,
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.'^ Elsewhere also it is

said, 'Thou hast ascended on high,'* This passage the apostle Paul particularly

e 2 Kings ii. 9, f Gen, xlviii. 14. g Lev. ix. 22. h Psal. xxiv. 9. i Psal. Ixviii. 18.
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applies to his ascension into heaven, as a prediction of the event.'' Christ's ascen-

sion was signified also by that eminent type of it which consisted in the high priest's

entering into the holiest of all. This was equivalent to a prediction ; and is spoken
of by the apostle as shadowing forth the event.' Moreover, the ascension was fore-

told by our Saviour himself, whilst he was on earth, before and after his death.

He tells his disciples, 'I go to prepare a place for you,'™ and, 'I ascend to my
Father,'"* &c. ; so that there was really an appeal to his ascension into heaven, as

well as to his resurrection, for the proof of his mission, and his relation to God as

his Father. It was necessary, therefore, that he should ascend thither. His as-

cension was necessary also as it was a glory promised him as the consequence of

his sufferings. ' It became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things,

to make the Captain of our salvation perfect, through,' or after, his 'sufferings.'**

Again, it was necessary that he should ascend visihJy into heaven, or that his

apostles, who were to be witnesses of his ascension as well as of his resurrection,

should see him go thither. The fact of the ascension was necessary to be believed,

as well as the fact of the resurrection ; and whatever they were to give their testi-

mony to, must be the result of the fullest conviction. Hence, that they might con-

vince the world that he was ascended into heaven, they required to be qualified to

tell them that they saw him ascend thither. It may be objected that, as they

might give their testimony that he rose again from the dead, though they did not

see him rise, they might attest the truth of his ascension, though they had not seen

him ascend into heaven. Now, it is true that their testimony that he was risen

from the dead was sufficient, though they did not see him rise ; for they saw him
after he was risen, and had undeniable proofs that he was the same Person who
suffered. But there is a circumstance attending his ascension into heaven which
renders it necessary that they should see him ascend thither, though it was not
necessary that they should see him rise from the dead, in order to their giving con-

viction to the world. He did not design that they should see him, after his ascen-

sion, till his second coming to receive them into heaven ; and then their testimony

will be at an end ; so that it was necessary that they should see him ascend. The
apostle Paul, it is true, at his conversion, saw him clothed with his heavenly glory

in his exalted state ; but this was a singular and extraordinary manifestation of him-
self, which he gave his other disciples no ground to expect. Hence, that they
might want no qualification which was necessary in order to the fulfilling of their

testimony, he ascended into heaven visibly, in the presence of all his apostles.

The Ends of Christ's Ascension.

There are several great and valuable ends of Christ's a'scension, mentioned in

this Answer, some >of which were glorious to himself, and all of them advantageous
to his people.

1. He triumphed over his enemies. The apostle says, ' When he ascended up on
high, he led captivity captive. 'p This is an allusion to the solemn triumphs of

princes, after having obtained some remarkable and complete victories. Now the

empire of Satan was demolished, and. his prisoners ransomed, and delivered from
his power. Accordingly, the gospel, which was to be preached throughout the

world, was a public ' proclamation of liberty to captives, and the opening of the

prison doors to them that were bound.'

i

2. Christ ascended into heaven, that he might receive gifts for men. The scrip-

ture seems to distinguish between Christ's purchasing and his receiving gifts for

men. The former was done by his death ; the latter was consequent on his ascen-

sion into heaven. There are two expressions used on this subject,-—that of the

psalmist, ' Thou hast received gifts for men,'' and that of the apostle, ' He gave
gifts unto men ;'^ that is, he received gifts for men, with a design to give them to

them. This he did, after his ascension into heaven, when there was a very great

effusion of the Spirit on the gospel- church, and when she was furnished with a

k Eph. iv. 8. 1 Heb. ix. 7, 8, 9. 11, 24. m John xiv. 2. n Chap. xx. 17.

o Heb. ii. 10. p Eph. iv. 8. q Isa. Ixi. 1. coiripared with Luke iv. 18. r Psal. Ixviii. 18b

8 Eoh. iv. 8.
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varii'ty of ministers, such as 'apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers, for the per-

fecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of

Christ.'' This bestowal of gifts is a farther allusion to the custom of princes in

their triumplis ; on which occasion they extend theiv royal boUnty to their subjects.

3. Christ ascended into heaven 'to prepare a place' for his people, as ho told them
he would do, before his death." Accordingly he is said to ' have entered there,

as tlie Forerunner;'" and so he took possession of those heavenly mansions in their

name, to which he designs, at last, to bring them.
'1. He ascended into heaven, to raise up their affections thither, and to induce

them to ' set their affection on things above. '^ That place is always most dear to

us which is our home, our i-est, where our best friends reside. Our tlioughts are

most conversant about it ; and we are inclined to desire to be with them there.

Hence, Christ's being in heaven, together with all liis saints, is a motive to all be-

lievers to have their ' conversation in heaven ;' which is the character given of

them by the apostle.^

5. The last thing observed in this Answer is, that Christ designed to continue in

heaven till his second coming at the end of the world. It is said, ' Whom the hea-
ven must receive, until the times of restitution of, all things.'* But at that time,

he will come again into this world, not to reside or fix his abode here, but to receive

his people into heaven, where they shall be with him to all eternity ; as it is said,
' So shall we ever be with the Lord.'''

Christ's Session at the Might Hand of God.

Having thus spoken concerning Christ's exaltation in his ascension into heaven,
we proceed to consider him as exalted in sitting at the right hand of God. This
is a glory which was conferred upon him after his ascension into heaven. Sitting

at the right hand of God is a figurative way of speaking, which the Holy Ghost
'condescends to make use of. It cannot be understood in any other sense ; for

God, being a Spirit, is without body, or bodily parts ; and, being immense, ' the
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him.''' Hence, the expression de-

notes, not the situation of Christ's human nature in some particiilar part of heaven,
but his being advanced to the highest honour there. ' The right hand,' amongst
men, is used to signify some peculiar marks of honour conferred on those who
are seated there. Thus when Bathsheba went in unto king Solomon, he caused a
seat to be set for her, and she sat 'on his right hand.''^ So when Christ is said 'to

sit on the right hand of the throne o; the Majesty in the heavens,'* the language
denotes the highest degree of honour conferred on him, as Mediator.

In particular, Christ's sitting there denotes the glorious rest which he enjoys,

after having sustained many labours and atHictions in this world ; a sweet repose,

and perfect deliverance, from all those things which formerly tended to make him
uneasy, while in his way to it. It implies also the honour and supreme authority

which he is invested with. Others are represented as servants standing in the pre-

sence of God. Thus it is said, ' Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten

thousand times ten thousand stood before him.'*^ But Christ is distinguished Irom
them all by this mark of regal dignity, that he 'sits and rules upon his throne. '^

The apostle says, concerning him, that, having ' purged our sins, he sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high ;' intimating, that he was ' made so much
better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
than they.'^ This he farther proves when he says, ' To which of the angels said

he, at any time, Sit on my riglit hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool?''

—

Again, Ciirist's sitting at the right hand of God signifies the perpetuity, or eternal

duration of his mediatorial glory and authority ; for 'to sit,' in scriptui-e, often

signifies, to abide. But this was formerly considered, when we spake concerning

t Eph. iv. 11. 12. uJohnxiv. 2. x Heb. vi. 20. y Col. iii. 2-

t Phil. iii. 20. a Acts iii. 21. b 1 Thess. iv. 17. c 1 Kings viil. 27-

d 1 Kings ii. 19. e Heb. viil 1. f Dan. vii. 10. g Zech. vi. 13.

h Ueb. i. 3, 4. i Ver. 13.
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the eternity of Cluist's kingdom.' There are other things, mentioned in this An-
swer, which are the fruits and effects of Christ's sitting at the right hand of God,
namelj, the exercise of his power over all things, in heaven and earth ; and, as the

consequence of this, his gathering and defending his church, subduing their ene-

mies, and furnishing his ministers with gifts and graces. But these will be more
particularly insisted on, under a following Answer, when we shall be led to speak
concerning the special privileges of the visible church.™ What we are next to con-

sider is, that Christ, as sitting at the right hand of God, makes intercession for his

people.

THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST.

Question LV. How doth Christ make intercession ?

Answer. Christ niaketh intercession, by his appearing in our nature continually before the
Father in heaven, in the merit of his obedience and sacrifice on earth, declaring his will to have it

applied to all believers, answering all accusations against them, procuring for them quiet of con-
science, notwithstanding daily failings, access with boldness to the throne of grace, and acceptance
of their persons and services.

The intercession of Christ, as was observed under a former Answer, is a branch
of his priestly office, and is founded on his satisfaction. The reason why it is men-
tioned in this place, after we have had an account of his death, resurrection, and
ascension into heaven, is, as I conceive, that the apostle lays down these heads in

the same order :
' It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even

at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
'"*

The Necessity of Christ's Intercession.

In speaking concerning Christ's intercession, we shall consider first its necessity.

Now, this appears from its having been foretold and typified. It was predicted

concerning him, that he should ' make intercession for the transgressors ;'" and
elsewhere God the Father is represented as saying to him, ' Ask of me, and I shall

gwe thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth

for thy possession.'!' These words, though they have the form of a command, are,

doubtless, a prediction relating to this matter ; whereby it is intimated, that the

glorious success of the gospel, when preached to the world, should not only be the
purchase of his death, but the consequence of his intercession. Moreover, what
Elihu speaks of an advocate, as pleading the cause of a poor afflicted person, and
saying, ' Deliver him from going down to the pit ; I have found a ransom ;' and 'He
shall pray unto God, and he shall be favourable to him, and he shall behold hia

face witli joy, for he will render unto man his righteousness ;'*! seems to be under-
stood of Christ rather than of any other ; for it is most agreeable to the character

given him of 'a Messenger with him,' and 'an Interpreter, one among a thousand,'

and of his being 'gracious unto him,' when he thus makes intercession for him.
Again, when he is represented by the psalmist, as saying concerning his enemies, I

will not 'take up their names into my lips,'"" the language plainly iniimatcs his de-

sign to intercede for all others, namely, for his people. That David does not here

speak in his own person, but in the Person of Christ, is very evident from the fact

that it was his duty, in common with all mankind, to pray for his enemies. He
therefore speaks of another sort of intercession, namely, Christ's, wliich is different

from that which one man is obliged to make for another. Accordingly, in some
following verses, we have a prediction of his rising from the dead before he saw

1 See under Quest, .vlv. m See Qiie^t. Ixii, Ixiii. n Rom. viii. 34.

o Isii. liii. 1*2. p Pfal. ii. 8. q Job xxxiii. '23, '24, '2ii. t Psal. xvi. 4.
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corruption ; a prediction wliicli is particularly applied to him in the Xcw Testa-

ment.* We niav add, that as Cliri.st's intercession was expressly foretold by the

prophets ; so it was typitied by the high priest's entering every year into the holy

of holies with blood and incense, to appear before God in belialf of the people, as

making intercession for them. This is expressly applied to Christ, as tlie Anti-

type, and to his 'entering into heaven, now to appear in the presence of God for

us.''

Again, Christ's intercession was necessary on account of the condition of fallen

man requiring it. Some have been ready to conclude, that, by reason of that in-

finite distance which there is between (iod and man, it was necessary that there

should be an Advocate to procure lor him a liberty of access to God. But that

does not evidently appear. For, as we have no ground to conclude that the holy

angels, though infinitely below him, are, by the intervention of an Advocate or

Intercessor with him in their behalf, admitted into his presence, or made partakers

of tlie blessings which are the result of being admitted there ; so man would not

have stood in need of a Mediator or Advocate, to bring him into the presence of

God, or plead his cause any more than he would have needed a Kedeemer, had he

not fallen. His present circumstances, however, require botli. It is necessary

that Christ should intercede for him, because, being guilty, he is rendered un-

worthy to come into the presence of God, and is actually excluded from it. The
psalmist says, ' Thou art not a God that hast pleasure in wickedness ; neither shall

evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight ; thou hatest all

workers of iniquity.'" This punishment is the immediate consequence of guilt,

whereby the sinner is exposed to the curse of God, whoso holiness obliges h'un to

order such to depart from him. Moreover, there is a servile fear, or dread of him
as a consuming fire, which attends a sense of guilt. On this account, the sinner

desires rather to fly from, than to have access to him ; so that he needs an Inter-

cessor to procure for him this privilege of access. Besides, there are many ac-

cusations brought in against him, as a ground and reason why he should be ex-

cluded from the divine favour, and not have any saving blessings applied to him.

All these accusations must be answered ; and on this account there is need of an
Advocate to plead his cause.

Christ the only Competent Intercessor.

None but Christ, our great Mediator and Advocate, is fit to manage this impor-

tant work for us. We cannot plead our own cause ; for guilt stops our mouths, as well

as renders us unworthy of any blessing from God. It is certain, also, that no mere
creature can do it for us. For none can speak any thing in their favour who
are under a sentence of condemnation, unless an expedient were found out to bring

them into a state of reconciliation with God ; for that would tend to the dishonour

of his justice. Nor can any plead for a blessing to be bestowed on them, but he
who was able to make atonement for them ; which no mere creature could do, since

the greatest price which he can give is far from being of infinite value. But such

a price as this Christ has laid down, as was formerly shown, in speaking concern-

ing his priestly ofiicc ; and therefore he alone is fit to be an Advocate or Inter-

cessor for his people.

The Reality of Christ's Intercession.

We are now led to consider that Christ is his people's Advocate, or makes in-

tercession for them. This appears from several scriptures. Thus it is said, ' He
ever liveth to make intercession for them ;''' and, 'We have an Advocate with the

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. '^

1. Christ is represented as making intercession for his people before his incarna-

s Acts ii. 31. t Heb. ix. 7, 9. compared with verses 11, 12, 24. u Psal. v. 4> 6.

X Heb. vii. 26. 1 John ii. 1.

I. 4 K
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tion. Thus it is said,^ ' The Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee,

Satan.''*

2. After his incarnation, he interceded for his people in his human nature ; and
while he was on earth, he did it agreeably to that state in which he then was ;

though the efficacy of his intercession depended on his completing the work of our
redemption, which was not done before he arose from the dead. On this account,

there was something proleptical in his intercession then, as well as when he is re-

presented as making intercession before his incarnation.

3. As the price of redemption was not fully paid till his state of humiliation was

at an end, on which account he is generally styled a consummate Mediator from

the time when he was made ' perfect through sufferings ;'^ so he was, after that, a

complete Advocate or Intercessor for his people. Accordingly, he is said, in a way
of eminence, ' to make intercession for them,' after his death, resurrection, and
ascension into heaven, in his glorified state. There he manages their cause Avith an

advantageous plea, which he could not use while on earth ; for then he had not

accomplished his work oi redemption, and therefore could plead the promise made
to him only on condition of his bringing that work to perfection which then was
only begun. Moreover, whatever act of worship he then performed, was agreeable

to that state of humiliation in which he was ; but now that he is in heaven, and his

work of redemption finished, he pleads his absolute and actual right to receive those

blessings for his people, and apply them to them, which God had promised in the

covenant of redemption. This, too, he does with those circumstances of glory

which are agreeable to his exalted state, as sitting at God's right hand, and as

having such visible marks of the divine favour that nothing can be denied him
which he asks for. It is true, while he was on earth, he said, ' Father, I thank

thee that thou hast heard me,''^ &c. ; and this he might well say, inasmuch as

there was sufficient security or ground to conclude, that he could not fail in the

work which he was engaged in, so as to leave it incomplete. How much more,

then, may he say this, when he is in his exalted state, and pleads as one who has

brought to perfection the work which he came into the world to perform ? Let me
add, that he will intercede for his people for ever ; as he shall always continue in

this exalted state. Indeed, it cannot be otherwise. If Christ's presence in heaven

be a full and comprehensive plea for all the blessings we enjoy or hope for ; then

so long as he shall abide there, he will intercede for us, and that will be for ever.

That this may farther appear, let it be considered that the sacrifice which he

offered for his people while on earth, procured for them not only the blessings they

enjoy in this world, but those which they shall be possessed of in heaven. And
as his being received into heaven was a convincing evidence that what he did and
suffered, before he went thither, Avas accepted, and deemed effectual to answer all

its valuable ends ; so his continuance there will remain a standing and eternal evi-

dence of its acceptance and efficiency. Now, this is tlie nature of a plea, and it

respects not only the blessings which they now enjoy, but all they hope for,

so that their eternal happiness is founded on it. This is what the apostle princi-

pally intends when he says, ' He ever liveth to make intercession for them.'^

The Difference between Christ's Intercession and our Prayers.

We shall now consider the difference between Christ's intercession for us with

the Father, and our praying for ourselves or others, and that when we address our-

selves either to men or God.

L -When we intercede with men to obtain some favour from them, we hope,

z Zech. iii. 2.

a Christ did not intercede for his cnurch before his incarnation formally, inasmuch as it is incon-

sistent with his divine nature to pray, prayer being an act ot worship; but virtually, by which we
are to understand that all the blessings which the church enjoyed were founded on the sacritice,

which, in the fulness of time, he designed to offer. This is, by a prolepsis, represented as if it had

been then done; in the same sense as he is elsewhere said to be ' the Lamb slain from the founda-

. tion of the world.'

b lleb. ii. 10. c John xi. 41, 42. d Heb. vii. 25.



THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST. G27

either by our arguments or our iuiportunity, or, at least, by our interest in them,
or some obligations which we have laid them under, to persuade them to alter their

minds; because we are treating with mutable creatures. But tliis is by no nii-ans

to be applied to Christ's intercession, in which he deals with an unchangeable God,
who has, in various instances, declared his love to and willingness to save all those

whose salvation ho intercedes for. In this sense we are to understand our Savi-

our's words, ' I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you ; for tlie Fa-
ther himself loveth you.'"' Moreover, wlien we interce<le with men fur any favour,

we do not usually present any price paid by us for the benefit wo intercede for.

But Christ, in interceding for his people, presents the merit of his obedience and
sacrifice, which is the only thing that renders his intercession effectual.

2. When we pray to God for ourselves or others, our doing so differs from
Christ's intercession ; for we present ourselves and our petitions to him in the

name of Christ, and hope for a gracious answer ui virtue of his mediation and
righteousness ; so that our access to God is mediate, Christ's immediate. We
plead what he hath done for us as our Surety, and not anything done by ourselves

;

but lie pleads what was done only by himself. Wo acknowledge, in all our sup-

plications, that we are unworthy of the least of his mercies ; whereas he appears
in our behalf before God, as one who is worthy to have that granted which he
pleads for.

The Manner of Christ's Intercession.

We shall now consider how Christ makes intercession.

1. It is observed tliat he does this by appearing in our nature continually before

the Father in heaven, in the merit of his obedience and sacrifice on earth. The
allusion is to the practice of attorneys or advocates in civil courts, when a cause is

to be tried ; in which case the plaintiff or defendant does not appear himself, but
his advocate appears for him. Thus Christ ' appears in the presence of God fur

us.' This virtually includes the nature of a plea. For understanding it, let it be
considered that as God cannot, consistently with the glory of his divine perfections,

save any of the fallen race of mankind upon any other condition than that satis-

faction should be given to his justice, and such a price of redemption paid as tends
to secure the glory of his holiness and other perfectioiis ; so he has, in his eternal
covenant with the Son, promised that, if he w(juld perform tliis work, he would
bring his people to glory. Christ, on the other hand, undertook it with the encou-
ragement that, when he had perfected it, he should be received into glory as a public
testimony that justice was fully satisfied. Ileuce, his being set at God's right hand
in heavenly places, is a convincing evidence to angels and men, that his work is

brought to perfection. Accordingly, his being there, or appearing in heaven, con-
tains tlie nature of a plea ; more especially if we consider him as appearing there as
our Head and complete Redeemer, who has finished the work which he came into

the world to perform. This I take to be the principal idea in Christ's intercession.

If it be farther inquired, whether he makes use of a voice, as we do when wo
pray for ourselves or others ; I dare not deny that he does, since he made use of
words when he prayed for his people on earth ; which was a short specimen of his

intercession for them in heaven. Yet it must be considered that it is impossible
for words to express the particular necessities of every one whom he appears for in
heaven, at the same time ; and to suppose that Christ represents the case of one
at one time, and another at another, as we do M'hen we pray for different persons,
is hardly sufficient to answer all the valuable ends of his intercession for all his
people at all times. Nor are we to suppose, since the human nature of Christ is not
omniscient, that he has therein a comprehensive view at once of all the particu-
lar necessities of his people ; for that would be to confound his human nature with
his divine. And it is only in the human nature that he prays ; though the efficacy
of his prayer is founded on the infinite value of his oblation performed in it, which,
as was formerly observed,^ was the result of its union with the divine. Hence

e John xvi. 26, 27. f See page 484.



628 THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST.

when Christ is said to make use of words in interceding for his people, they are to

be considered principally as expressive of their wants and infirmities in a general

way ; so that a few comprehensive words may include the general idea of those

things which are common to them all. In this respect, I am far from denying that

Christ, in interceding for his people, makes.use of words. But, when we consider

his being in heaven, or appearing in the presence of God in behalf of his people, as

virtually containing, as was before hinted, the nature of a plea, it extends itself to

every particular necessity of those for whom he intercedes at all times.

2. It is farther observed that Christ, in making mtercession, declares his will to

have the merit of his obedience and sacrifice applied to all believers. Thus he says,

' Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me be with me where I am,

that they may behold my glory, 's &c. Here he does, as it were, make a demand
of what is due to him, in right of his purchase ; and so his intercession is distin-

guished from a supplication or entreaty, that God would bestow an unmerited

favour. All our prayers, indeed, are supplications that God would bestow upon us

undeserved blessings ; but Christ's prayer is a kind of demand of a debt due to

him, pursuant to the merit of his obedience and suff'erings. Moreover, this mode
of speaking may be farther understood, as containing an intimation of his divine

will to have what he purchased, in his human nature, applied to his people ; though

this is rather a consequence of his intercession, than, properly speaking, a formal

act of it.

3. It is farther observed, that he intercedes for his people, by answering all accu-

sations which may bo brought in against them. Thus the apostle^ supposes a

charge to have been brought in against God's elect, and that they were under a

sentence of condemnation ; and shows how this sentence is reversed by the death

of Christ, and the charge answered by his intercession. If we consider the many
things laid to the charge of God's elect, either by the world, Satan, or their own
consciences, these are supposed to be either false or true. What is falsely alleged,

Christ, as their Advocate, answers, by denying the charge ; and undertakes to

vindicate them from it. But when the thing laid to their charge is undeniably

true, as, for instance, that they are sinners, and have contracted guilt, and deserve

to be for ever banished from the presence of God ; this Christ undertakes to answer

no otherwise than by pleading the merit of his obedience and satisfaction, whereby

they obtain remission of sins and a right to eternal life.

The Results of Christ's Intercession.

Christ, by his intercession, procures for his people many invaluable privileges,

three of which are mentioned in this Answer.

1. Quiet of conscience, notwithstanding daily failings. This supposes that the

best believers on earth, by reason of the remains of indweUing corruption, are liable

to many sinful infirmities. Accordingly, it is said, ' There is not a just man upon

earth, that doeth good and sinneth not;'' and, ' If we say we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us.''' The sins of believers, too, have a propor-

tionable degree of guilt attending them ; and this guilt has a tendency to make the

conscience uneasy, unless we have an Advocate who has a suflacient plea to allege

in our defence. But such an one is Christ; and consequently his intercession pro-

cures for us this privilege. ' If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fa-

ther, Jesus Clirist the righteous.'^

2. lie procures for us also access, with boldness, to the throne of grace. As
sin renders us guilty ; so guilt exposes us to fear, and a dread of coming before

the throne of God, as a God of infinite holiness and justice. But, when he is repre-

sented as sitting on a throne of grace, as the consequence of Christ's death and

intercession, our servile fear is removed, and we arc encouraged, as the apostle says,

to ' come boldly unto tlie throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace

to help in time of need.'™

g John xvii. 24. h Rom. viii. 33, 34. i Eccles. vii. 20. k 1 John L 8.

1 1 John ii. 1. m Heb. iv. 16.
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3. Another consequence of Christ's intercession, is the acceptance of our porsous

and services ; first, of our persons, then of our services ; as it is said, ' The Lord

liad respect unto Abel, and to his ottering.'" The acceptance of our persons is a

brancli of our justification, which is founded on Christ's sacrifice and intercession,

as it is said, ' He hatli made us accepted in the Beloved ;'° and the acceptance ot

our services, which are performed by faith, supposes the removal of the guilt which

attends them by reason of our sinful infirmities. Thus God's people are called

'an holy priesthood,' and are said 'to ofler up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God

by Jesus Christ. 'p

Let us consider now, how Christ's intercession ought to be improved by us. It

is a great remedv against those desponding or despairing thoughts which we are

sometimes liable 'to, by reason of the guilt of sin, when charged on our consciences.

In this case, we should give a check to ourselves, and say, with the psalmist,

' Why art thou cast down, my soul ? and why art thou disquieted within me ?'«

Why should we entertain such sad and melancholy thoughts, when Christ inter-

cedes on our behalf for the forgiveness of all our sins ? Our sincere repentance,

too, together with the exercise of the graces which accompany it, will afford us an

evidence of our interest in his intercession ; and this will be an exiHMlieiit to raise

our dejected spirits, and fill us with the joy of his salvation.—Again, Christ's in-

tercession is to be improved by us, as an encouragement to prayer ;
and as a far-

ther ground to conclude, that our poor, broken, imperfect breathings shall be heatd

and answered for his sake who pleads our cause.—Moreover, his intercession is a

great inducement to universal holiness ; since we have ground to conclude, that

those services which are performed to his glory, shall be accepted on account of his

intercession.

CHRIST'S SECOND ADVENT.

QcESTioN LVI. How is Christ to be exalted in his coming again to judge the world?

Answer. Christ is to be exalted in bis coming: again to judge the world, in that he who was

unjustly judged and condemned by wicked men, shall come again at the last day, in gnat power,

and in the lull manifestation of his own glory, and of his Father's, with all his holy angels, with a

shout, with the voice ot the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, to judge the world in righte-

ousness.

The Object and Period of Christ's Second Advent.

Our Saviour, being in his exalted state, is to continue at the right hand of God

till he has finished the remaining part of his work in the application of redemption,

and, by his Spirit, in the methods of his providence and grace, brought in the whole

number of the elect. After this follows another brancli of his mediatorial glory,

when he shall come again to judge the world at the last day. Thi.s is the subject

of the present Answer.

Though he is already solemnly invested with a power of exercising judgment,

and is continually distributing rewards and punishments in the course of his provi-

dence
;
yet the full manifestation of his glory, as Judge of quick and dead, and

that in a visible manner in his human nature, is deferred till the last day. Though

he is now known by the judgments which he executes, and which are often attended

with wonderful displays of his divine glory ; and though the eternal state of all men

is fixed by liim at their death, at which time a particular judgment is passed on

them by him, it being ' appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judg-

ment;''' yet these present acts of judgment are done without those external and

visible marks of glory in his human nature with which he shall appear in the end

of time. This is styled, ' the last day ;'* and, in respect to its being such, that

n Gen. iv, 4. o Eph. i. 6. pi Pet. ii. 5. q Psal. xlii. IL

r Heb. ix. 27. s John xi. 24 ; xii. 48.
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measure of duration which we generally call time will be ended, and another,

which is distinguished from it, and which, by reason of its having no end, is called

eternity, shall commence. Not that it is like the eternity of God, without succes-

sion ; but some think it differs from time, principally in this, that it shall not be
described by the same measures that it now is ; nor shall the motion of the heavenly

bodies produce those effects which they do in the frame of nature, whereby the

various changes of seed-time and harvest, summer and winter, day and night, follow

each other in their respective courses. Some, indeed, think that the period of the

final judgment is called 'a day ' in the same sense as the present season or dispensa-

tion of grace is sometimes called the sinner's 'day,'* or the day of God's patience and
long-suffering. When this shall be at an end, and the gospel, which is compared
to a glorious light shining in it, shall be no longer preached, the design of it being

fully answered, the period immediately following, when Christ shall come to judg-

ment, may well be styled the last day.

This glorious appearing of Christ to judge the -world, is set .in opposition to that

part of his state of humiliation in which he was unjustly judged and condemned by
wicked men, and is designed to aggravate the crime of those at whose tribunal he
stood, who, though he then told them of this matter, nfimelj', that ' hereafter they
should see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the

clouds of heaven,'" yet believed him not. His glorious appearing may be considered

also as set in opposition to all that contempt which his name, interest, and gospel,

daily meet with in an ungodly world ; whereby he is, as it were, judged and con-

demned afresh, and the unjust sentence which was passed upon him in effect ap-
proved of; from all which he shall be for ever vindicated, when his glory shines

forth in a most illustrious manner, as calling the whole world to stand at his tribu-

nal, and rew^arding every one according to his works.

The time when Christ shall thus come to judge the world, is not known by either

angels or men. Indeed, our Saviour himself, while on earth, speaks of it as a secret

which had not been made known to him as man.^ The reason w!;y God has thus
concealed it is, that he would not give occasion to any to indulge the least degree
of carnal security, just as, for the same reason, he has not made known to us the
term or bounds of life ; but that we may be always ready for liis coming. Hence,
we cannot but reckon it an instance of unwarrantable presumption in several Jew-
ish writers, and some of the Fathers., after them,^ to suppose, as they do, that the
world shall continue six thousand years from the creation ; that the world's having
been made in six days, and the seventh ordained to be a sabbath, had a mystical
signification ; that, in its application to this matter, a day answers to a thousand
years ; and that, as the world was two thousand years without the written word or
law of God, and afterwards two thousand years under the law, so the days of the
Messiah shall continue two thousand years, and tlien follows the eternal sabbatism

t Luke xix. 42. u Matt. xxvi. 64. x Mark xiii. 32.

y As for the Jewish writers, they mention a tradition taken from one Elias, which, some think,
refers to a spurious writing whidi went under the name of the prophet Elijah. But this tliev leave
uncertain; neither do thev signify whether it was a written or un oral tradition; nor (io they inti-

mate "hen or where this Elias lived. However, the tradition was received by many of thrm. It
is mentioned in the Talmud m Tract. Sanhedrim, cap. xi. § 29. Edit, a Cocc, ' Traiiitio est domiis
Eliae: Sex mille annos durat mundus. Bis miile annis inaniias et vastitas. Bis mille annis Lex.
Denique bis mille annis dies Christi. At vero pi opter peccata nostra et pUirima et enormia abienint
ex his, qui abierunt. The same is mentioned in another Talmudic Treatise, called Avoda Sam,
[Vid. eund. edit. ab. Edzard. cap. i. page 65. cum ejusd. Annot. page 244 et seq.] Manasseh Ben-
Israel asserts the same thing, [Vi<i. ejiisd. de Great. Probl. 25.] Other writers among them improve
upon this conjecture, and pretend that, as the sun was created oti the fourth day, so the Messiah
was to come after 4000 years, by which they appear to be self-condemned. However, as an expe-
dient to disembarrass themselves, they all pretend that Christ's coming is deferred for their sins;
which evasion is too weak to war<i off the evidence which we have lor the truth of Christianity.
That several of the Fathers imbibed the notion concerning the world's continuing 60('0 \ears, ac-
cording to the number of the days of the creation, is evident. Lactantius begins his millennium
then, and supposes that the thousand years, from thence to the end of time, answers to the seventh
day or subbatii of rest, [Vid. I.actant. de Vit. Beat. § 14] Augustin. who does not adopt the doc-
trine of the millennium, sujiposes that time will end with the six thousand years, which answers to
the six (lavs of the creation; and then, according to him, follows an eternal sabbatism, [Vid. Aug.
de Civ. Dei, lib. xx. cap. 7-]
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at Christ's second comincr. As for the Jews who speak of this matter, their unbe-
lief is condemned out of their own mouths ; for tliej do, as it were, concede, that
the time in wliich the Messiali was to come, was that in which he actually appeared.
The opinion which we have stated, however, is a groundless conjecture, so far as it

respects the end of the world. Indeed, it is an entering into a secret which is alto-

gether hid from mankind.

The manner of Christ's Second Advent.

We are now to consider that glory with which Christ shall appear, when he
comes to judge the world. It is said, he shall come in the full manifestation of his

own glory, and of his Father's, with all his holy angels, and with other circum-
stances which will be very awful and tremendous.

1. lie shall come in his own glory. By this we are to understand, that the glory of
his divine nature shall shine forth, or be demonstrated, in a more illustrious man-
ner than it has hitherto been. When he was on earth, this glory had, as it were,
a vail put on it, by reason of the low and humbled state of his human nature. But,
when he shall come again in his exalted state, it will never be a matter of doubt
to any, whether he be God incarnate or not. We may add, that there will be
many things done by him, when he comes to judgment, which will be eminently
the eiTects of his divine power, wisdom, justice, goodness, and faithfulness ; where-
by the glory of his divine nature will farther appear, in determining the final state,

both of angels and of men.
2. It is said also that he shall appear in his Father's glory. For understanding this,

let us consider that whatever work he is engaged in, or glory he receives, as Media-
tor, takes its rise from the Father. It was he that called him to perform it,

'sanctified, and sent him into the world,' furnished him with a human nature,
united to his divine Person. From him it was that he received a commission to

lay down his life, and to take it up again. And it is he who hath appointed the
day in which he will judge the world; and pursuant to whose decree and appoint-
ment, he will come to perform this glorious work.—Again, every thing which he
does as Mediator, is referred to the glory of the Father. Accordingly, he says,
' I honour my Father.'^ Hence, the work of judgment, which is, as it were, the
laying of the top-stone of the glorious fabric of our salvation, will tend eminently
to set forth the Father's glory, who laid the foundation-stone of that fabric.—Fur-
ther, whatever work ho performs for the honour of the Father, he receives from him
a testimony of his highest approbation of him therein. When he was on earth, as the
apostle says, ' he received from God the Father honour and glory ; when there came
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, saying. This is my beloved Son, in

whom I am well pleased.'" This testimony was given to him at his baptism, and
transfiguration 'in the holy mount;' the latter of which the apostle more imme-
diately refers to, as appears by the following context.—We may conclude, therefore,

that, as his coming to judgment will be the most illustrious part of his mediatorial
work, lie will have the most glorious testimony from the Father. Indeed, his re-

ceiving the saints to lieaven, who are styled, * Blessed of his Father,' who shall
' inlierit the kingdom which he had prepared fur them from tlie foundation of the
world,"'' will be a standing monument of his approbation of him, (ir well-pleaseilness

with whatever he has done in order to their salvation. Hence, he may well be
said to come in the glory of his Father.

3. It is farther said tliat he shall come in the glory of his holy angels. This,
indeed, is to be understood in a sense ditlerent from that of his appearing in his own
glory, or that of his Father's, for tlie angels are said rather to behold and admire
his glory, tlian to conier any glory upon him. Still they are described as attend-
ing him in his coming. Thus it is said, ' He shall come in his glory, and all tho
holy angels witli him.''= He will appear in the glory of his angels, as they shall bo
his retniue, and bear a jiart in the solenniity of that day ; whereby they not only ac-

knowledge his rightful authority to engiige in that glorious work, but their willingness

z John viii 4'J. a 2 Pit. i. 17. b JIatt. xxv. 34. c Ver. 31.
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to attend him in any part of it in which he thinks fit to employ them, as ministering

spirits in subserviency to the proceedings of that day. This leads us to consider

that glorious solemnity, together with some things which will be done preparatory

to Christ's judging the world. Accordingly it is said,

4. He shall come ' with a shout, with the voice of the arcJaangel, and with the

trump of God.' These are the apostle's words ;
"^ and he adds that the voice of

the archangel and tlie sound of the trumpet shall be followed by the resurrection

from the dead, and the change of those who, being found alive, ' shall be caught up to-

o^ether in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.' Elsewhere he says, ' The trum-

pet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incoi'ruptible, and we shall be

changed.'® Our Saviour also says that a throne shall be erected, and that ' when
he shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, he shall sit on the

throne of his glory. '*' We read likewise of ' the gathering' of the whole world

before him, and the separation of the righteous from the wicked ; which is said to

be done by the ministry of angels.^ These things will go immediately before

Christ's judging the world. But as it is expressly said, in this Answer, that he

shall come with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet of God,

this we shall particularly consider.

When he is said to come with a shout, and with the voice of the archangel, it

does not seem probable that by 'a shout,' is meant an inarticulate sound, in the

sense in which the word is sometimes used by us, as signifying that joy and triumph
which is expressed by those who shout for victory. Yet the word may be under-

stood in a metaphorical sense, as signifying some triumphant expressions of joy,

suitable to the great occasion ; or the word '^ which we render a shout, riiay signiry

the powerful word of command given by our Saviour, whereby the dead are called

out of their graves. Agreeably to this, it is added that Christ shall come with the

voice of the archangel. This name has given occasion to some to inquire whether

there be one among the angels who is called so, as being the prince and chief of all

the rest, who will receive the word immediately from Christ, and transmit it to

other angels, whereby the world will be summoned to appear before his tribunal.

But it is very difficult for us to understand this matter. That there is a very beau-

tiful order and harmony among the angels, is beyond dispute ; yet we have no
ground to assert that one is superior to the rest, unless that be the meaning of the

word 'archangel,' in this and two or three other scriptures in which we meet with

it. But though I will not contend with those who are otherwise minded, I am ra-

ther inclined to think that the word is always applied to our Saviour, and that he
is called the ' archangel,' as he is the Head and Sovereign of all the angels. These,

as the apostle says, ' were created by him, and for him,'' and they are commanded
'to worship him ;''^ and it is elsewhere said, ' Angels, and authorities, and powers, are

made subject unto liim.'^ He certainly, therefore, has a greater right to the glori-

ous character of archangel than any creature. If it be objected, that Christ's

being said to come with the voice of the archangel, denotes that the archangel is

distinguished from him ; it may be replied, that that does not necessarily follow
;

for the meaning of the words may be, that the Lord shall descend with a shout, or

powerful word of command, given forth by him, who is the Prince and Lord of all

the angels, and transmitted by them to the whole world, who shall be hereby sum
moned to appear before him.

Again, he is said to come with the sound of a trumpet. This seems to allude

to the use of trumpets to gather the hosts of Israel together, when they were to

march by their armies, or in the day of their solemn festivals, and in the year of

Jubilee, which was proclaimed thereby. Accordingly, this eternal Jubilee, and
triumph of the saints, is said to begin with the sound of a trumpet. Not that there

shall be a material trumpet, like those in use among us, as some who have low

apprehensions of the glory of this day have supposed. We are not to think that

there is nothing figurative in the mode of speaking ; for the principal thing intend-

ed is, that there shall be some glorious ensigns of the divine Majesty, or effects of

d 1 Thegs. iv. 16. e I Cor. xv. 52. f Matt. xxv. 31, 32. g Chap. xxiv. 31 ; xix. 28w
h KiKiufucc. i Coloss. i. 16. k Heb. i. 6. 11 Pet. in. 22.
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his power, wliicli sliall fill liis saints with excrodiiig groat joy, and his enemies with
terror, and shall be a signal to all to appear before his tribnnal. This is all wo
need to determine concerning it; though 1 will not altogether deny the literal sense

of the words, provide<l they be understood in the same manner as when (jod ap-

peared from Mount Sinai, with ' the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud.'"" It is

not improbable that tlicre will be a sound like that of a trumpet formed in the air,

by the immediate power of God, which shall be heard througliout the world, and
whicli will be an intimation to all that tlie great Judge of (juick and dead is at

hand, and will be a branch of that external glory with whicli he shall appear.
Wo might here have proceeded to consider Christ as seated on his throne, and

the glorious work which he sliall be engaged in, in judging tlie world in righteous-
ness, which is the last thing mentioned in this Answer. But, as we shall be led,

in discussing some following Answers," particularly to insist on that subject, and
to speak concerning the persons to be judged, as set at Christ's right or left hand,
together with the manner of proceeding in that day, the sentence passed, and the

final state of angels and men determined thereby, together with the consequence
both to the righteous and wicked ; we shall at present proceed to speak concerning
the application of redemption, or the benefits procured by Christ's mediation.

THE APPLICATION OF THE BENEFITS OF REDEMPTION.

Question LVII. What benefits hath Christ procured by his mediation t

Answer. Christ, by his mediation, haih procured redemption, with all other benefits of the
covenant of giace.

Question LVIll. How do we come to be made partakers of the benefits which Christ hath pro-
cured ?

Answer. We are made partakers of the hentfiis whiih Christ hath procured, by the application

of them unto us, which is the work especially ot God the Hol.t Ghost.

Question LIX. Who are made partakers ofndemplion through Christ?

Answer. Redeniption is certainly applied and iffectually communicated to all those for uhom
Christ hiith puidiHsed it, who are, in time, by the Holy Ghost, enabled to believe in Christ, ac-
cording to the gospel.

What the Benefits of Redemption are.

In the first of these Answers, we have an account of the blessings which Christ, as
Mediator, has ])r(i(ured for his people, namely, redemption, with all the other bless-

ings of tlie c(/veiiaiit of grace. Tlie covenant of grace is the foundation of all the

blessings wliicli we enjoy, or hope for ; and, among these, redemption is included.

But as this has been already considered, we need not at present enlarge on it. As
for those benefits of the covenant of grace which are the consequents of our re-

demption, they difier from it in this respect, that redemption is said to be wrought
o\xt for us by Christ in his own Person, while some of these are more especially

considered as wrought in us. These benefits are particularly mentioned in several

following Answers ; which treat of ettectual calling, sanctification, repentance unta
life, and other graces, which are inherent in us, whereby our hearts and actions

are changed and conformed to the will of Ciod. There are likewise other blessings

which more especially respect our state Cod-ward ; such as justification, in which
our sins are pardoned and our persons accepted,—and adoption, in which we are

made and dealt with as Cod's children. There are, moreover, several other bene-
fits which follow these, whereby the work of grace is carried on, and we are enabled
to go on in the ways of God, with spiritual peace and joy, in believing, till we come
to glory

m Exod. xix. 16. n See Qu<st. Ixxxviii^i^xc.
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The Application of Redemption a Divine Worlc.

It is farther oDserved, that we are made partakers of these benefits, by the ap-

plication of them to us. First, thej are purchased ; and then they are applied.

We are first redeemed by price ; and then we are delivered by the almighty power
of God. The application of the benefits is said to be more especially the work of

the Holy Ghost ; while the purchase of them belongs only to the Mediator.

In considering the application of redemption, we may observe that it is a divine

work. It is therelbre not to be ascribed to ourselves, but is 'the gift of God.'"

And as it is a work appropriate to God ; so it is, in several scriptures, said to be

wrought in us by the Holy Ghost. Accordingly, we a,re said to be 'born of the

Spirit,'!' and 'saved by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy-

Ghost. 'i On this account, the Spirit is sometimes called the Spirit of holiness and
of power, and he is said to dwell in us ; which plainly shows that he is eminently
glorified in the application of redemption.

But as it is said, in one of the Answers we are explaining, that this is the work
especially of God the Holy Ghost, which is a mode of speaking often used by those

who treat on this subject, we are called on to exercise great caution. When we
speak of it as the work especially of God the Holy Ghost, we are not to understand

it as though the Father and the Son were not equally concerned in it. For it is

allowed by all who have just ideas of the doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity, that

those works in which any of the divine perfections are displayed, belong equally

and alike to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."" Hence, when the application of

redemption is said more especially to belong to the Holy Ghost, we are to under-

stand only that this work is peculiarly attributed to the Spirit, inasmuch as hereby
he demonstrates his personal glory, in the subserviency of the work performed by
him, to the glory of the Father, and of Christ the Mediator. But this we shall

pass over, having insisted on it elsewhere.*

How and to whom Redemption is applied.

We are now to consider redemption, as certainly and eflPectually applied to all

for whom it was purchased, together with the character of the persons who are in-

terested in it. In this account of its application, there is something supposed,

namely, that it is not applied to all mankmd. This every one will allow ; for even
they who plead for universal redemption do not assert the universal application

of it, or that all mankmd shall be eventually saved, as being contrary to the whole
tenor of scripture. We must conclude, therefore, that it is applied to none but

those for whom Christ has purchased it. This is evident from the fact, that the

design of the purchase of it was, that they who were redeemed might reap the bene-

fit of it.

In this sense it is farther observed that it is certainly and effectually applied to

them. From this it follows, that the application of it does not depend on the will

of man, or on some uncertain conditions which God expects we shall perform, that

so the death of Christ might be rendered elfectual. For whatever condition can

be assigned as conducive to its application, is the purchase of Christ's death. On
this account, the Spirit's applying one saving benefit, would need to be considered

as a condition of his applying another ; and this is not only an improper sense of

the word 'condition,' but contains several things derogatory to the divhie glory.

But this subject needs not be farther insisted on, as we have had occasion to speak

of it elsewhere.'

This leads us to consider the character of the persons to whom redemption is

applied. These are described as persons who are enabled to believe in Christ, ac-

cording to the gospel. This is a very extensive character, belonging to those who

o Eph. ii. 8. p John iii. 5. q Titus iii. 5 r Thus (iiviiics geiierally say, ' Opera Trini-

fatis ill! extra sunt indivisa.' s Si-e Sict. ' 'Jln' E<<)iioiii\ of tlic l*i isons in the Godhtad,' under

Quest, ix. X, xi. t See Quest, xxxii. and Stc-t. • 'J hf Eauhl oI ihe .Monfiiient,' under Quest, xliv.
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are Interested in Clu-ist's redemption. It in(dudes all otlicr graces which accora-

panv or flow Irom savin.^ faith. We are not by nature disposed to behevo ni Clirist,

but'are rather averse to it ; so that, as is fartlier said, we are enabled to believe in

him as will be considered under a following Answer." And tliis is said to be done

according to the gospel; because the gospel not only discovers to us the object of

laith but contains many invaluable promises of tliis and other graces whicli accom-

panv salvation. The grace of faith is farther said to be wrought in time, to denote

that, though tlie purpose relating to it was from eternity, and the purchase of it

was made before we had a being, yet the application of it is in God's appointed time,

when, after we have run great lengths in impenitence and unbelief, he is pleased

to call us by his grace, and thereby bring us into the way of salvation.

THE CONDITION OF THOSE WHO ARE WITHOUT THE GOSPEL

Question LX. Can thei/ who have never heard the gospel, and so know not Jesus Christ, nor be-

lieve in him, be saved, btj their living according to the light of nature ?

Answer. Tliev who, having never heard the gospel, know not J<-sus Christ, and heliev-e not in

him. cannot be saved, lie thev nev-^r so dilgent to frame their lives according to the lijfht of natiire,

or the la.v of that religion which th^y profess; neither is there salvation in any other, but in Christ

alone, who is the Saviour only of his body the church.

Opinions and Preliminary Remarks respecting the Solvability of the Heathen.

This Answer is an inference deduced from the doctrine of the preceding. For if

redemption be applied to those only who are enabled to believe in Christ according

to the gospel, it follows that they who have not the gospel, cannot be made partak-

ers of this privilege. The general scope and design of the Answer, is to assert the

necessity of divine revelation, as well as of faith in Christ, against those who sup-

pose that the gate of .salvation is much wider than our Saviour has determined it to

be, who says, ' Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto lite, and

few there be that find it.'* I am sensible that this doctrine cannot but be disrelished

by those who are not disposed to exclude any from a possibility of attaining salva-

tion, and are ready to charge those with groundless censoriousness and want of

Christian temper who pass so severe a sentence on so great a part of mankind as

are included in it. It is contrary also to the presumptuous hope of corrupt nature,

which is unwarrantably prone to expect salvation, without faitli in Christ. This

expectation some defend by arguments, but many more by their practice.

They who maintain the doctrine of universal redemption, design to advance the

goodness of God. and are ready to conclude that it is inconsistent with that divine

perlection to exclude any from a possibility of salvation. It is hence not agreeable

to their metlio<l of reasoning, to confine the means of grace to so small a number

as that of those to whom the gospel is preached. Accordingly, many of them have

asserted, that the Heathen, as well as Cliristians, are put into a salvable state by

the death of Christ; so that they shall be saved if they live according to the dic-

tates of the liglit of nature, though they know nothing of Christ and the gospel.

But, in order to their maintaining this argument, they have some great difficulties

to surmount ; inasmuch as, while they attempt to aggrandize the mercy of God,

they seem to overthrow the necessity of divine revelation, as well as run counter to

the sense of many .scriptures. On this account, others who have asserted universal

re<Ieniption. have' not extended the universality of it any farther than to those who

are favoured witli tlie gospel. They either leave tlie salvability of the Heathen as

a matter which we know nothing of. and ought not to inquire into; or they seem

to sug;,a'st that the dark traditional knowledge of the gospel, which they suppose

somc'^of the Heathen have had. was sufficient to lead tliem to a small degree of

faith in Christ, Or as this opinion cannot wtdl be defended, otliers have supposed

that God may lead many of the Heathen into the knowledge of Christ, before thej

u Sie Quest. Ixxii. x Matt. vii. 14.
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go out of the world, by some secret methods not to be discerned by us. These are
not wilhng, with the Deists, to set aside the necessity of divine revelation. Others
again, who do not suppose it necessary to salvation, believe it to be necessary only
in order to our farther improvement in the way of salvation ; and therefore conclude,
that Christianity is only a brighter or clearer way to heaven. These are more
especially opposed in the Answer we are explaining.

I am sensible that the subject we are entering on has been treated with more re-

flection and censure than many others ; and that, in maintaining it, we are supposed
to conclude that the divine dispensations are too severe, and that that goodness and
mercy which are God's nature and delight are not sufficiently advanced and magni-
fied. We are told also, that it is a sour and ill-natured way of reasoning to suppose
that any are put under a necessity of perishing for want of a divine revelation ;

and that it does not become us to pass a damnatory sentence on any, more espe-
cially on so great a part of the world as that is, who know nothing of Christ and
the way of salvation by him. It is necessary for us, therefore, to premise that we
pretend not to pass a judgment concerning the final state of particular persons, by
concluding that they who are now strangers to Christ and his gospel shall always
remain so. For we know not when, to whom, or by what means, God will reveal
Christ to those who now sit in darkness, and are unacquainted with the way of
salvation by him. And as for the possibility of God's revealing Christ in a secret
way to those who do not sit under the sound of the gospel, we will not deny it.

Yet we cannot infer the certainty of events from the possibility of them ; so that
we must have a clearer proof of the salvability of the heathen before we can believe
it. Again, God might justly have excluded the whole race of mankind, as well as
the fallen angels, from a possibility of attaining salvation ; for there was nothing
out of himself which moved him to have compassion on those who are the heirs of
salvation, any more than on others. Farther, we are far from supposing that the
heathen shall be condemned for not believing in Christ, whom they never heard of,

or for not complying with the gospel overture, which was never made to them.
Invincible ignorance, though an unhappiness, and a consequence of our fallen state,

is not a crime. Hence, the heathen shall be judged by the law of nature. If the
apostle's words, As many as have sinned without law, shall also perish without law.'^
be applicable to them, which, I think, no one will deny, tlieir condemnation cannot
be equal to that of those who neglect and despise the great salvation ottered to them
in the gospel. Yet the heathen, who have had no other light tlian that of nature,
cannot be exculpated from the charge of many other sins committed by them ; in
which respect they have rebelled against the liglit they have been favoured with.
All of them, indeed, have not contracted the same degree of guilt with those whom
the apostle describes ; who committed sins contrary to nature, ' being filled with
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness,'^ and many
other sins of the blackest nature ; and therefore all of them are not liable to the
same condemnation. Indeed, some of the heathen moralists have been a blessing
in many respects to the age in whicli they lived. By their writings and example
they have endeavoured to reform it from vice and immorality ; and it is certain tliat

they shall not be punished for crimes which they have not committed. But whether
the best of them shall be saved by the merits of Christ, though destitute of faith in
him, is the question under our present consideration. To conclude that their good
works have merited salvation, is not only contrary to the analogy of faith, but is

more than what can be said concerning tlie best works wliicli were ever performed
by Christians

; and to argue, as many do, from the goodness of God, that they shall
be saved, is certainly an inconclusive way of reasdiimg, unless we had some inti-

mation of his purpose relating to the subject. If God has determined to save them,
we must have recourse to his revealed will, and prove from scripture that there are
promises of eternal life made to those who have no interest in Christ, and that there
is at least some ground for believing that some sliall be happy in beholding his glory
in another world, who liave had no communion by faith with him in this. These
tilings must be proved, before we can see reason to deny what is stated in this
Answer

; which we proceed to consider.

V Rom. ii. 12. z Chap. i. 25, 26, et seq.
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No Salvation except by knowledge and belief of the Gospel.

It is observed tliat they who never heard the gospel, and neither know nor be-

lieve in Christ, cannot be saved. This supposes that laith and salvation are in-

separably connected. Though it is particularly applied to those who are destitute

of the gospel, it is levelled against all who, whetlier they have the means of grace

or not. presumptuously expect salvation without ground, and remain in a state of

unbelief and impcnitency. Here let us consider, that many who are called Chris-

tians, though they know little more than the mere name ot Christ, yet doubt not

that they shall be saved by his merits, and so live and die in this fatal mistake,

how vile soever their conversation has been. Accordingly, the prophet Isaiah .says,

' Thou art wearied in the greatness of thy way ;
yet saidst thou not. There is no

hope.'* So Moses also describes a person who, 'when he heareth the words of this

curse, yet blesseth himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk

in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst. ''^ It is too notorious

to be denied, that a great part of men who live without God in the world, though

grossly ignorant and openly profane, expect to be saved ; and it is one of Satan's

great engines, by which he endeavours to banish all religion out of the world, to

persuade his deluded subjects that all things shall go well with them, though they

make no pretensions to it. This presumption is rather founded in stupidity, than

supported by arguments ; and is a great instance of the alienation of the mind and

affections from God, and shows how deceitful and desperately wicked the heart of

man is, when destitute of divine grace.

But what shall we say of those who pretend to defend this, and thereby put a

sword into the liands of those who adhere to them to destroy themselves ? This

the Deists do. As their method of reasoning is subversive of the Christian religion,

and of faith in Christ as connected wnth salvation, I cannot omit to mention it in

this place. Though they express not a due veneration for the divine Majesty,

they profess not to be Atheists, that they may not be ex(duded from the society of

mankind, who have some degree of abhorrence of Atheism impressed on their nature.

They talk, indeed, of God, and of natural religion, but make revealed religion the

subject of their scorn and ridicule. Ii they read the scriptures, it is apparently

witli a design to burlesque them, and charge them with inconsistency and self-con-

tradiction. When they speak of revelation, or the gift of prophecy, they give it

no better a term than entliusiasm ; and, when they mention the failings, recorded

in scripture, of those who were otherwise holy and excellent men, they take occa-

sion maliciously to reproach them, and insinuate that they were vile persons, guilty

of the most enormous crimes, and yet were saved ; and they wickedly infer that

there is nothing solid and substantial in religion, and that persons may be as safe

and happy without it as with it. If they refer to the brightest and most excellent

part of the character of the saints recorded in scripture, they suppose it to be the

effect of implicit faith, and to take its rise from priestcraft. Our Saviour himself

is not only divested by them of his glory, but reckoned, as they suppose Moses
was of old, a designing person, who brought a new set of notions into tlie world to

amuse and confound it. As for his miracles, which none but the blinded Jews,

and they who are equally prejudiced against Christianity, ever pretended to con-

test, much less to vilify, they treat them with the utmost scorn and contempt, as

a late writer has done, whoso blasphemy has been made manifest by those who
have written in defence of this part of our religion. There are other persons,

however, who arc not disposed to indulge so great a degree of profaneness, and
have been sensible that tlie method we luive stated is not a right one to extirpate

Christianity, and cannot but be treated with the utmost abhorrence by those who
read the scripture with any religious design ; who, nevertheless, though they
speak of God, yet glorify him not as God. These will, indeed, allow him to have
some divine perfections

; but they cast a reproach on his providence, and suppose
that be is too great to be affected with or concerned about the actions and behaviour

a Isa. Ivii. 10. b Deut. xxix. 11).
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of SO mean a creature as man. They say, too, that as what "we call sin can be no
disparagement to his glory, so he is too good and pitiful to his creatures to punish
them, at least, with eternal torments for it. Hence, if they allow the soul to be
immortal, and capable of happiness in another world, which all of them, without
exception, do not

; yet they suppose that God made no creature to be for ever
miserable. As for the laws he has given to mankind, which are enstamped on
their nature, and which contain nothing but what might have been known without

revelation, they pretend that these were designed only to keep the world in order,

to promote the interest of civil society, to prevent men iroin murdering one another,

disturbing the tranquillity of the government under which they live, or invading
the property of others ; which is not doing as they would have others to do to them.

As for the punishment of sin, that they say is no farther to be regarded than as

vice and immorality render persons obnoxious to bodily diseases, to some marks of

infamy which custom has annexed to them, or to the lash of human laws. This is

all the scheme of religion which some among the Deists endeavour to propagate ;

and everything which is built more immediately upon divine revelation, they reckon

not only unnecessary but enthusiastic, and no other than a contrivance of some
who, with a view to their own interest, endeavour to puzzle the world with mysterious

doctrines which neither they nor their votaries understand. It must be supposed
that these men do not think that the knowledge of Christ, or faith in him, is neces-

sary to salvation
; yet they doubt not that it shall go well with them in another

world, if there be a future state,—which, through the influence of that scepticism

which is, for the most part, a concomitant of Deism, they sometimes question.

We shall not make so great a digression from our present subject as to give a par-

ticular reply to their assertions ; which, though propagated with much assurance,

are not pretended to be defended by solid arguments. Indeed, the whole gospel

is a reply to them. Whatever doctrine of the gospel is maintained by Christians,

will have a tendency to give them an abhorrence of their scheme, and confirm their

faith against such attempts as are used to stagger and pervert it.

Having thus spoken concerning the methods which are used by some to overthrow
revealed religion, and the necessity of faith in Christ to salvation, we shall now pro-

ceed to consider on what grounds persons hope to be saved without the knowledge
of Christ or faith in him.

1. Some have no other ground of hope than the goodness of the divine nature.

They think that, because God delights not in the misery of any of his creatures,

but takes all occasions to make himself known as a God of infinite kindness and com-
passion, whose thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor his ways as our ways, and who
will not resent those injuries which we may otter to him, but will lay those under eter-

nal obligations to him who have, by their sins, rendered themselves unworthy to be
saved by him; they may therefore hope that all things shall go well with them,
though they are utter strangers to the way of salvation by a Kedcemer, and are

altogether destitute of faith in him. But this we cannot call any other than a pre-

sumptuous confidence. It is nothing else but to abuse the riches of God's goodnes.s,

and to claim an interest in it without ground. It is, indeed, a very great truth,

that God delights in mercy ; and this attribute cannot be too much admired or ad-

vanced by us; yet it must not be set in opposition to any of his other perfections.

He is certainly a just and holy, as well as a merciful God ; and therefore we are not

to suppose that one of these perfections shall be glorified, to the dislionour of another.

Might not fallen angels as well say that, because God is merciful, he will deliver

them from those chains of darkness and misery in which they are held ;
as men may

say that the mercy of God should be presumed to be a foundation of hope to those

who have no ground to conclude their interest in it, as expecting it in another way
than tliat in which he has declared his will to glorify it? It is certain that when-

soever God designs to glorify his mercy in saving persons, he first determines to

advance the glory of it in making them meet for salvation, by sanctifying or puri-

fying their hearts by faith. To separate these two, therefore, is a dishonour to the

divine perfections. God never designed to save his people in sin ; but first to save

them from it, and then to crown with complete blcssechiess the work which he had
begun. Hence, the man Avho lives in all excess of riot, and yet hopes for salvation,
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must be guilty of a groundless prcsunipticm. AVlien we read, in scripture, of God's

extending mercy, we find that there are certain marks and characters given of tliose

persons who have ground to lay claim to an interest in it. Thus it is sai<l, ' Tho
Lord is merciail and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy ;''= but then

it is added, that tliis 'mercy is from everlasting to everlasting upon tliem that fear

him, to such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commantlments

to do them.'"* Elsewhere the psalmist admires the goodness of God, which is doubt-

less, beyond expression, wonderful, when he says, respecting frhe present displays

of goodness, and the future reserves of it, ' how great is thy goodness which thou

hast laid up, and wrought 1' but it follows that tliis belongs only 'to them that fear

him, and to them that trust in him before the sons of men !'^ Elsewhere too, it is

said, ' All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto such as keep his cove-

nant and his testimonies,'^ that is, to them, exclusive of all others. Moreover,

we never read of God's glorifying his mercy but in Christ; first in bringing sinners

nigh to him by his blood, and then in applying, by his Spirit, the redemption pur-

chased. ^Thus the apostle says, ' God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto

himself ;'k and then he adds, as an expedient to give sinners a ground of hope that

they have an interest in this privilege, that, in the gospel, God sends an embassy
to them, to 'beseech them,' as they value their own souls, ' to be reconciled to God,'

by complying with the gospel overture, and repenting of and desisting from tlieir

rebellion against Iiim. When he is represented as ' the Father of mercies, and the

God of all comfort,' he is, at the same time, styled 'the God and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ,'^ to denote that his mercy is displayed in and through a Medi-
ator. Hence, our hope of attaining it must be founded in our interest in him

;

and this cannot be considered otherwise than as including the grace of faith. Are
they who have a right to expect salvation called 'heirs of God, and joint-heirs with

Christ?'' They are farther described as ' conformed to his image. '"^ Have they

a right to ' the inheritance of the saints in light ?' They are characterized as ' made
meet for it.*^ And when the apostle exhorts persons to ' look for the mercy of God
unto eternal life,' he intimates that their doing so would be a presumptuous expec-

tation, were it separate from their ' keeping themselves in the love of God.'"'

2. Others have no foundation for their expectation of salvation, but by extenuating

sin ; and are hardly persuaded to confess themselves to be sinners, how vile soever

their conduct be. Thus it is said concerning Ephraim, ' The balances of deceit

are in his hand, he loveth to oppress;' yet he refuses to acknowledge this, and says,

' In all my labours tliey shall tind none iniquity in nie that were sin.'" So, when
the prophet Jeremiah exliibits a charge against a degenerate age, and tells them,
' Thou hast taught tlic wicked ones thy ways, also in thy skirts is found tho blood

of the poor innocents,' what abominable stupidity were tliey guilty of when they
reply, ' Because I am innocent, surel_)^his anger shall turn from me!'" Sometimes
the persons of whom I speak build their hope of salvation, though they cannot ex-

culpate themselves from the charge of sin, on the mere supposition that some others

are greater sinners than themselves. Thus the Pharisee pleases himself that ho
was not guilty of some notorious sins,—that he was no extortioner, or adulterer,

nor even as the Publican, whom he looked upon with great con tempt. p Or if they
are forced to conclude themselves to be among the number of the vilest and most
notorious sinners ; yet they presume that God will not punish them eternally for

their sins, but will make some allowance for the propensity of human nature to

sin, or the forcd of those temptations whicli they have not been able to withstand.

Or, if they are liable to any extraordinary afflictions in this life, they suppose that

these are sufficient to compensate for all tho sins they have committed, and that

therefore their miseries shall not be extended beyond it. Hence, that which lies at
the root of this presumptuous hope, is a secret denial of the infinite demerit of sin,

or that it deserves eternal punishment. Now, that we may show the vanity of tho
expectation which has no other foundation than this, let us consider, that to exten-

c Psal. ciii. 8.
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uate sin, is an argument that persons are unacquainted with themselves, and know
not the plague of their own hearts. This expectation, therefore, is the most de-

structive fallacy which men can put on themselves, and a sad token that they are

given up to judicial blindness. When God shall charge sin on the conscience, or

as the psalmist says, ' reprove them,' and ' set their iniquities in order before their

eyes,'*! which he will do at one time or other, they will appear to have been self

deceived, and the ground of their hope of salvation will sink under them.—Again, to

suppose that sin does not deserve eternal punishment, is an affront to the holiness

of God, and a disbelief of those thi-eatenings which are denounced against it. It

is, in effect, to deny that sin is objectively infinite ; wliich cannot be done with-

out denying, in effect, that God is a God of infinite perfection. It is a flying in

the face of his justice, and charging him with mal-administration. To such as are

guilty of it, it may be said, as Elihu says to Job, ' Wilt thou condemn him that

is most just ?' or, as God says to reprove and humble him, ' Wilt thou also disan-

nul my judgment ? Wilt thou condemn me that thou mayest be righteous?'*

But, as the eternity of the punishment of sin is particularly insisted on, under a

following Answer,* we shall say no more on the subject at present, but that this

method of reasoning has a tendency to banish all religion out of the world, and is

never made use of except by those who make no pretensions to it.

3. If it be reckoned preposterous for any one to found his hope of salvation on

the extenuating of his sins, others have a more plausible pretence. Though thev

are not only destitute of the grace of faith, but strangers to the way of salvation by
Jesus Christ, they expect to be saved because they perform some works which are

materially good. If they perform some moral duties, or abstain from some gross

enormities, much more if they have a form of godliness, and are reckoned to be re-

ligious persons by the world, and, in many instances, are useful to those with whom
they converse ; they are ready to conclude that they do, as it were, merit eternal

life, and that God becomes a debtor to them. The class formerly mentioned have

too light thoughts of sin : these set too great a value on their duties ; and to do

this is contrary to what our Saviour says, ' When ye shall have done all those

things which are commanded you, say. We are unprofitable servants.'" I would
not have it thought that by these remarks I design to depreciate any moral duties

or virtues, which have a degree of excellenc}^ in proportion to their nature. The
only thing which I intend is, that good works which do not proceed from a right

principle, and are not performed for right ends, if there be not an internal prin-

ciple of grace implanted in regeneration, or faith in Christ, as the main-spring of

them, or if they be put in the room of Christ's righteousness, and so made the

foundation of our justification or right to eternal life, are not accepted by God ; so

that the hope of salvation which is founded on them is vain and unwarrantable.

4. There are others who, as it is expressed in this Answer, irame their lives ac-

cording to the light of nature, or the law of that religion which they profess, and
doul)t not but, in so doing, they shall be saved. This presumption is defended bj
many who call themselves Christians, Avho suppose that a person may be saved in

any religion, whether true or false. These do not hesitate to say that, if they lived

at Rome, tliey would embrace the Popish doctrines ; or, if in Turkey, they would
profess the Mahommedan faith ; or, liad they been born in India, among the

Pagans, they should have had ground to conclude that they were in a safe way to

heaven. This opinion certainly reflects dishonour on the Christian name. It also

savours so much of scepticism, that those who hold it must bo supposed to believe

that there is nothing certain in religion, or that the different modes of it are only a
political engine, a mere human invention, which stands upon no other basis than
tradition, and has nothing else to propagate it but implicit faith. This is the

notion which they who set tlicmselves against divine revelation entertain concern

ing religion in general. Or, if there be any thing in religion which escapes theii

reproach and censure, it is only such maxims as are founded on the laws of nature,

such as that we ought to do to others as we would liave them do to us ; that we
ought to govern cur passions, tliat they may not be outrageous, and disturb not

q Psal. 1. 21. r Jul) .\.\x V. 17. s ( ii:'|-. .\i. 8. t See Quest. Ixxxi.x. u Luke xvii. li).
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only our own peace but that of all civil societies ; and that we must not -- utr in-

juries or violence to those whom we converse with, but rather be gentle, good-liu-

moured, kind, and compassionate to them, and abstain from those enormities which

are abhorrent to nature. An attention to tliese matters they suppose to De suiK-

cient to denominate any one a good man, who needs not entertain any doubt of liis

own salvation. But this is to set aside all revelation, and disbelieve the demon-

strative evidence whicli we have of the truth of tlie Christian religion. It is tc

cast contempt on that, as unnecessary, which possesses the greatest excellency.

It also involves a denial of that which is experienced by all true believers, namely,

that revealed religion has the greatest tendency to dispose them to glorify Ciod,

and to do good to men. These sensibly find that tliey have the greatest comfort,

and most solid ground of hope, in firmly adhering to religion, in laying all the stress

of their salvation on what is revealed in the gospel, and in desiring to adhere stead-

fastly by faith to Christ as the only way of salvation.

Salvation only by Christ.

It is farther observed, in this Answer, that there is salvation in no other than
Christ. The scripture is very full and express to this purpose. Thus it is said,

' Neither is there salvation in any other ; for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must bo saved.'* Elsewhere also the apostle says,
* Other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, whicli is Jesus Clirist.'y On
him the church is built. He is the only Mediator between God and man, the only

Redeemer, who purchased salvation for those who shall be made partakers of it.

He laid the foundation-stone of this glorious fabric, and we must conclude, that the

carrying on of the work belongs to him, till the top-stone is laid, and the work brought

to perfection. On this account he is styled, 'the Author and Finisher of faith. '^

1. We may observe, then, that faith, and all other graces which accompany salva-

tion, have a peculiar reference toChrist. We are said to ' obtain precious faith through
his righteousness.''' He is said to 'dwell in the hearts ' of his people 'by faith, '•*

and ' to increase their faith. '° He is also the object of faith. He says, * Ye believe

in God, believe also in me.'*^ The grace of faith is frequently described as a 'com-
ing to him;'® and it is such a coming as implies more than an attendance on his

ordinances, for it is connected with salvation. This is the meaning of the meta-
phorical expression in which it is said that those who come to him 'shall never
hunger not thirst;' by which we are to understand that all their desires shall be
fulfilled, and they shall be satisfied with that perfect blessedness of which he will

make them partakers. Besides, it is such a coming to Christ, as is the eft'ect of

God's almighty power: he says, ' No man can come to me, except the Father whicli

hath sent me, draw him.'^

That faith and all other graces which accompany salvation have a peculiar re-

ference to Christ, will further appear if we consider that salvation is founded on
his executing his three offices of Priest, Prophet, and King. The first of these he

executes in our behalf ; not in us, but for us, whereby faith and all other graces

are purchased. As to his other two offices, namely, his prophetic and kingly, espe-

cially when the work of them is rendered effectual to salvation, his people are the

subjects in whom they are executed. The work performed is internal ; the conse-

quence of it is the soul's giving that glory to him which is the result ; this cannot

be done without our knowmg him to be a Mediator, and, as such, ordained and
qualified to execute the offices ; and a knowledge of these points cannot be attained

without divine revelation. Moreover, the point we are considering is evident from
that reasoning of the apostle in which ho views our ' calling on the name of the

Lord,' as inseparably connected with salvation, as necessary to it, and as proceeding

from faith ; for, says he, ' How shall they call on him, in whom they have not be-

lieved? '«f And this faith supposes the preaching of tlie gospel; which gospel is re-

presented, in many scriptures, as a display of the glory of Christ. It follows,

X Acts iv. 12. ylCor.iii.il. z Heb. xii. ."?. a '_> Pet. i. 1. b EpK iii. 17.

c Luke xvii. 5. tl Jobii xiv. 1. e Chap. vi. oj. 1 Vtise 44. g Rom. x. 14.
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therefore, that there is no salvation without divine revelation, or that they wlio never

heard of Christ, and consequently never believed in him, have no right or claim to

it. We might observe also the account which the same apostle gives of that wor-

ship which is necessary to salvation, when he says, ' Through him we have ac-

cess, by one Spirit, unto the Father.'^ To have access to God is certainly neces-

sary to salvation ; and this is by a Mediator, and is elsewhere called ' coming to

God by him.' But this cannot be done without the knowledge of him as the way
to the Father, and that faith in him which is founded on knowing him. Moreover,

salvation is to be considered as a promised blessing, founded in the covenant of grace ;

so that they who are strangers to this covenant have no right to lay claim to its

promises, which are nowhere contained but in divine revelation, and are said to be
' yea and amen in Christ, to the glory of God.'^ What hope, then, can there be

of obtaining these promised blessings without the knowledge of Christ ?

2. That there is no salvation without faith in Christ, as founded in divine revela-

tion, farther appears from the fact that there is no justification without it. Justi-

fication is inseparably connected with salvation by the apostle, when he says, 'whom
he justified, them he also glorified.'"^ To separate these two, is to suppose that a
person may expect salvation, without being delivered from the guilt of sin, and the

condemning sentence of the law ; or to have a right to eternal life, without being

able to plead any righteousness which is worthy of God's acceptance. But to do

this is certainly to build our hope on a sandy foundation, and is contrary to those

scriptures which set forth the impossibility of our being justified by the works of the

law, or the necessity of faith in Christ's righteousness in order to our being justi-

fied. This the apostle Paul frequently inculcates. Hence no one can plead any
thing done by him as the matter of his justification, though he could say as that

apostle did, ' Touching the righteousness that is in the law, I am blameless.'^ Else-

where the apostle Paul says, ' Though I know nothing by myself, yet am I not

hereby justified.'™ If the best saint in the world must, to support his expectation

of being discharged from condemnation, have something infinitely more valuable

than any act of his own obedience ; then certainly that obedience which is per-

formed according to the dictates of the light of nature, without divine revelation,

is far from being a sufiicient foundation to support a person's hope of justification

and salvation. But such as are destitute of the gospel, have nothing else to plead.

Hence, we must conclude, as it is .expressed in this Answer, that they who never
heard the gospel, and believe not in Christ, cannot be saved.

3. This may be inferred also, from those scriptures which set forth the perni-

cious consequence of unbelief. It is said, 'He that believes not, is condemned al-

ready,' and 'shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him;'"^ and else-

Avhere, ' If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.'*" Inasmuch, too,

as faith is founded on divine revelation, there are other scriptures which represent

those who are destitute of it as being in a hopeless state. Thus the apostle tells the

church at Ephesus, that ' when they were Gentiles,' and consequently strangers to

the gospel, 'they had no hope, being without God in the world ;'p so that what-
ever knowledge they had of a God by the light of nature, or wliatever blessings

they received from common providence, they had not such a knowledge of him, nor
such an interest in him, as gave them hope of salvation. The apostle does not
speak of them as being in a hopeless state, because their conversation had been
more vile than that of other Gentiles, as acting contrary to the dictates of the law
of nature ; but he speaks of them as Gentiles, that is, without the light of divine

revelation ; so that what he says concerning them, is applicable to all the heathen
as such.i Again, it is observed in scripture, that, before Christ was preached to the

Gentiles, they were not the objects of his special care and goodness, but, in this re-

spect, neglected by him. Accordingly it is said that, 'in times past, he sufi'ered all

nations to walk in their own ways ;

''^ and elsewhere tliese are called, ' times of igno-

rance which God winked at.'* So the passage is rendered in our translation. But

h Epb. ii. 18. i 2 Cor. i. 20. k Rom. viii. 30. 1 Phil. iii. 6. m 1 Cor. iv. 4.
n John ii). 18, 36. o Chap, viii, 24. p Iph. ii. 12. q It is a rule in logic, • A qua-
tenus ad omiie valet coiisequc-ntia.' r Acts xiv. 16. s Chap. xvii. 30.

e
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this is not so agreeable to tlio sense of the Greek word/ as if we rendered it, ' Dur-
ing tlie times of this ignorance, God having overlooked them,' that is, the Gentiles,
' hath now commanded all men every where to repent

;

' and, if they were disre-

garded by him, they could not be supposed to be the objects of his special grace,

or to have a right and title to salvation. Moreover, the apostle Paul, when speak-

ing of some among the lieathen who, notwithstanding their being destitute of gos-

pel-light, excelled others in wisdom, casts the utmost contempt on those attainments

in the knowledge of divine things which they gloried in, as being insufficient to sal-

vation. Hence ho says that, whatever they knew of tlic perfections of the divine na-

ture, so far as these may be known without divine revelation, yet ' by wisdom they

knew not God ;' and he adds, ' Where is the wise ? where is the scribe ? where is

the disputer of this world? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world ? '"

It is objected, that it is contrary to the goodness of God to condemn persons for

invincible ignorance, as that of the heathen must be supposed to be, since it was
impossible for them to know the way of salvation by a Redeemer. But we must
distinguish between God's condemning persons for not knowing the gospel, which
is to condemn them for invincible ignorance ; and his not giving the gospel, as a
necessary means of grace and salvation, to a great part of the world, whoni he de-

signed, as we formerly observed, to overlook, and suffer to walk in their own ways.

If the goodness of God had laid a natural obligation on him, without an act of his

sovereign will, to bestow the means of grace, or the knowledge of the way of salva-

tion on them, then it would have been contrary to his divine perfections to have

denied the gospel to any, and so to condemn those who are ignorant of it. But it

is one thing for God to leave them in their fallen state, the result of which is their

not knowing the way of salvation ; and another thing for him to condemn them for

not knowing it, as if there were no other reason obliging him to inflict his righteous

judgment on them,*

It is farther objected, that the apostle says, ' That which may be known of God
is manifest in them ; for God hath showed it unto them ;'-^ and, ' When the Gentiles,

which have not the law,' that is, any other law than that of nature, ' do by nature,

the things contained in the law ; these having not the law, are a law unto them-

selves ; which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their consciences

also bearing them witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing, or else ex-

cusing one another. 'y Fi'om this it is argued that the Gentiles have sufficient

knowledge of the divine law to bring them into a state of salvation ; their con-

sciences being said to 'excuse them,' that is, not to charge guilt upon them, so

that they are justified by walking according to the dictates of the light of nature.

But as to the former of the scriptures quoted, ' That which may be known of God,
is manifest in them, or showed to them,' the apostle does not speak of those things

which are to be known of God which have an immediate reference to salvation ; nor

does he say that every thing necessary to be known of him in order to salvation is

manifest in them. What he says, is, ' that of God which is known by them, '^ is

from him as the God of nature ; 'he has shown it to them,' that is, as he adds in

the following context, he has given them sufficient light to discover his ' eternal

power and Godhead,' in a way of reasoning ' from the things that are made.' But
tlie eternal power and Godhead may be known by those who are destitute of that

knowledge which is necessary tq salvation. As to the other scripture quoted, in

which the Gentiles are said ' to do by nature the things contained in the law, ' the

apostle does not inf^ from this fact that they are the servants of God, or willing

subjects to his government, or indeed that they fulfil the law of nature. Hence,

we cannot suppose that he concludes them to be justified thereby ; which is con-

trary to the whole tenor of his doctrine in other parts of his writings. It is true,

ho says that ' their consciences' sometimes ' excuse,' as well as at other times 'accuse

them ;' yet it must be considered that conscience may excuse, or plead not guilty,

with respect to the charge of some crimes which are committed by others, when,
at the same time their doing so does not exempt them from the guilt of sin in gen-

eral, or give them a right and title to eternal life. The apostle, therefore, designs

t iwifiSi*. u 1 Cor. i. 20. x Rom. i. 19. y Chap. ii. 14, 15. z to yiairro* rov 9iau.
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only to show how far the coi'ruption of men may be restrained bj their attending

to "the dictates of the light of nature, whereby much sin and guilt might be pre-

vented. But he does not determine that God has any farther design of grace

towards them. If God had had any such design, he would have given them the

means of salvation ; and if he has not said that he will save them, without giving,

them these means, we have no ground to assert that he will ; for to do so, would

be to draw a conclusion, without sufficient evidence from scripture.

Another objection is this: it is said that 'the goodness of God leadeth to repent-

ance;'^ but repentance is certainly connected with salvation; therefore the good-

nes^s or bounty of God, which persons who have no other light but that of nature

have some knowledge of, may lead them to salvation. But it is evident that the

apostle in this scripture speaks not to the Gentiles, but to the Jews ; for, having,

in the preceding chapter, considered the vile abominations which were practised by
the Gentiles, he in this reproves the Jews when he says, ' Thou art inexcusable, O
man that judgest, and yet dost the same things •,'^ and, ' Behold, thou art called a

JeWj and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God.''' Now, if the apostle

is speaking to them when he says, ' The goodness of God leadeth thee to repent-

ance,' we are to understand hereby, not only the bounty of common providence, or

those effects of the divine goodness which are known and experienced by the whole

world, but the goodness ot God which they had experienced who were its peculiar

objects, who were favoured by him above all the rest of the world, 'to whom per-

tained the adoption, the glory, the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the ser-

vice of God, and the promises.'"^ Certainly, therefore, they were highly to blame,

that they were not hereby led to I'epentance.

It is farther objected that the apostle, in disputing with the Athenians, puts

them upon ' seeking after God, if haply they might feel after him, and find him.'®

From this it is argued that, if it were impossible to find God>, that is, the way of

acceptance in his sight, by the light of nature, it would have been a preposterous

thing for the apostle to have put them upon seeking him ; so that, from his address

to them, we may infer that the heathen are not destitute of all means of grace, or

without a possibility of salvation. Now if, by ' seeking the Lord,' the apostle

means inquiring into the way oi salvation by a Redeemer, and pressing after faith

in him, as it is said, ' Seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you ;'^" ' If thou seek him, he will be found of thee ;'s this does not argue that the

heathen, before the gospel was preached to them, might, in seeking the way of

salvation, find it. For, though he is speaking to the heathen, they are considered,

at the time of his doing so, as having the gospel preached to them by him, and
therefore not destitute of the external means of grace ; which he advises them to

attend to, in hope that their endeavours might be successful. If, on the other

hand, he speaks to them without regard to the privilege they then enjoyed, and so

informs them what they might attain to without divine revelation, which is the

only sense which seems in the least to favour the objection, then, by ' seeking the

Lord,' we must understand their inquiring into the divine perfections, so far as

their knowledge of these is attainable by the light of nature ; and the consequence
would be, their attaining such a degree of that knowledge as would discover the

absurdity of the idolatry which they were guilty of, and which the apostle is arguing
against. He makes use of a mode of speaking which is very agi-eeable to this sense

of the text, when he says, ' If haply ye might feel after him. ' This is a metaphor taken
from those who are endeavouring to find their way in the dark, when they feel after

things which they cannot see, and sometimes, by doing so, find them. His saying
that ' haply,' or peradventure, ' you may find him,' implies that, though the hea-
then, by the light of nature, had some means of attaining such a measure of know-
ledge as would have given them a full conviction that there was but one God, and
that this God ought to be worshipped in a way agreeable to his divine perfections,

and consequently that they ought not to think that ' the Godhead was like to gold,

or silver, or stone, graven by art, and man's device,' so that they would have been

a Rom. ii. 4. b Verse 1. c Verse 17. d Rom. ix. 4.

e Acts xvii. '27, f Matt. vii. 7. g 1 Chron. xxviii. 9,
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effectually convinced as to the gros>5 idolatry which they were charged with ; yet some

did not attend to the light of nature, so far as this amounts to, which was the case

of those with whom he was disputing. His design, therefore, is to reprove their

idolatry, and persuade them to seek after that knowledge of God which would have

induced them to forsake it. This is his design in that part of his argument in

which he speaks of their ' seeking the Lord, if haply they might feel after him ;'

and when, in another part of it, he treats of that knowledge of God which is more
immediately connected with salvation, he speaks of ' Jesus and the resurrection/

though they treated what he said with ridicule and contempt. It does not follow,

therefore, that the heathen, by the light of nature, had a sufficient discovery of

the way of salvation.

There is another objection against the doctrine we are maintaining, founded on

the case of some persons who are supposed to have been destitute of divine revela-

tion, as living without the pale of the church, and yet are commended in scripture

as men excelling many others in grace, concerning whom there is no reason to doubt

that they were in a state of salvation ; such as Melchizedek, Job, Job's friends, with

whom the dispute was held, mentioned in the book of Job, the centurion concerning

whom our Saviour says, 'Verily, I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel,* *

and Cornelius, whom we read of in the Acts of the Apostles ; who were all supposed

to be in a state of salvation, and yet reckoned among the heathen. As to Melchi-

zedek, we have under a former Answer ' given our sentiments who he was ; and if

what was there observed be true, it will render this objection of no force. . But as the

objection is founded on the commonly received opinion, that Melchizedek was a
priest and a king in the land of Canaan, we may add tliat his having been so will

make very little to the purpose ; for, it is certain that he was not an idolater, or a
stranger to revealed religion ; so that it cannot be argued from his case, that they

who are so, may be in a state of salvation. As to Job and his friends, it is certain

that they were well acquainted with the revealed wiU of God, as appears from their

discourses recorded in the book of Job ; and to say that they were out of the pale

of the church, as they did not descend from that branch of Abraham's family from
which the Israelites came, will not do much service to the objection, unless it could

be proved that they were strangers to the faith and way of salvation professed by
the church. Under a former Answer,^ we considered them as living before the

scriptures were committed to writing, and also before the distinction between Jew
and Gentile was much known in the world, or, at least, before the true worshippers

of God had universally apostatized to idolatry. Hence, though many other nations

were idolaters, and probably some were so in the country where they lived, yet it

does not appear that they were so. Their case, therefore, cannot be brought as

an argument, to prove that such as are destitute of the knowledge of the true God
as founded on divine revelation, may be in the way of salvation. As to the cen-

turion, though he was a Roman officer, it does not follow that, when he came to

our Saviour, and expressed his great faith and humility, he was an heathen ; for

he had seen or heard of Christ's miracles and his doctrine, and probably might
have been convinced thereby, and disposed to believe in him from conviction. It

is certain, at least, tliat his words do not argue him to be an heathen ; so that the

part of the objection which refers to him is foreign to the design for which it is

brought. As to Cornelius, there are certainly many things extraordinary in his

character, such as that he was a ' devout man, and one that feared God ;

' that he
gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always ;'' and that his prayers and
his alms 'came up for a memorial before God ;' all which expressions seem to favour
the objection. Yet, if this account of him give ground to conclude that he was in

a state of salvation before Peter was sent to preach the gospel to him, which the
learned Beza™ and others suppose, it must still be proved that he was altogether a
stranger to divine revelation, and to the knowledge it conveys of the way of salva-

tion, else the objection founded on his case is of no force. It is said, indeed, that
' he fell down at Peter's feet, and worshipped him ;'" which seems to argue him to

h Matt. viii. 10. i See Quest, xliv. k See Sect. 'Proofs that Election respects only
apart of mankind,' un(i< r Quest, xii, xiii. 1 Acts x. 2. m Vid. Bez. in loc. n Acts x. 26.
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Lave been, at that time, no better than a heathen idolater. But they who con-

clude him to have been then in a state of salvation, reckon this nothing else but an
act of extraordinary civil respect ; which, because it had the appearance of religious

worship, Peter, as is intimated in the following words, refused to receive, lest some
present should conclude that he gave him that honour which belongs to God only.

All that I shall say, in answer to the objection, as supposing him to be in a state of

salvation, is that though he was a Roman, and bred up in the Roman religion, yet

it appears, from his general character, that he was very much concerned about the

salvation of his soul, and therefore, doubtless, had not been wanting in his inquiries

about the way to attain it. The gospel, indeed, had not been publicly preached

at that time to the Gentiles, and he had not had any opportunity to converse with

the apostles, or to sit under their ministry ; but, as his conversation had been prin-

cipally among the Jews, he might have been informed by them that, thougli they

did not believe our Saviour who was crucified to be the Messiah, yet the Messiah

was expected, and that, when he came, he would do that for his people which was
foretold by the prophets. Here his faith rested. He wanted only a convincing

evidence that our Saviour was he ; and this, Peter was sent to communicate to him.

We may suppose, however, that he was not converted before Peter was sent to him.

This seems the more probable view ; for, in Peter's relation of the matter to the

apostles, he adds a particular circumstance which implies as much, namely, that
' he should tell him words, whereby he and all his house should be saved.'" This

plainly argues that he and his house were not previously in a state of salvation ;

and, if so, the objection, which supposes that he was, is sufficiently answered. If

we acquiesce in this answer, there is one difficulty which remains to be accounted

for, namely, how his not having been in a state of salvation is consistent with his

character as a devout man, fearing God, and having his prayers and his alms ac-

cepted by him. The only reply I shall give to this is, that some duties which are

materially good may be performed by those who are not in a state of salvation

;

and that these works may, as far as they have any property of goodness in them,

come up for a memorial before God. Thus God owned the humiliation, repent-

ance, and reformation of the Ninevites. Thus, also, when one came to our Saviour,

and told him how he had observed the commandments of God, and, at the same
time, expressed an earnest desire to inherit eternal life ; it is remarked that, though

he would not part with all for Christ, and therefore was not to be reckoned a be-

liever, yet ' Jesus beholding him, loved him,'? that is, he approved of what was
good in him, though it wanted some circumstances which were necessary to consti-

tute an action good in all respects. Why, then, may we not suppose that God
approved of what was excellent in Cornelius' character before he was converted by
Peter's preaching ?

Another objection against the doctrine we are maintaining is, that the heathen

had some means of salvation, which took their rise from divine revelation, as ap-

pears from several rules and modes of worship which they had by tradition from

the Jews. It was a generally received opinion among them, that the sins they

committed were, some way or other, to be expiated, or that some atonement was
to be made for them ; on which account they offered sacrifices, and had their tem-
ples, altars, and priests, consecrated for that purpose. These things, it is infer-

red, are more than they had learned from the law of nature. But this argument
has very little weight. It seems, indeed, to allow that there is a necessity of per-

sons being, at least, in a small degree, apprized of some doctrines which took their

rise from divine revelation. But what was transmitted pure and uncorrupt to the

church, was handed down to the heathen nations by uncertain tradition, and with

a great mixture of corruption ; so that it is hard to find such a resemblance between

it and the pure do(;trine as to determine it to be of divine origin. But suppose

they had a conviction that sin was to be expiated by sacrifice, they had still no
manner of idea as to any reference the sacrifices tliey ofl'ered had to Christ. Yet
this, as the apostle observes, was the only thing in those sacrifices which were per-

formed by a divine warrant, which had a tendency to 'take away sin,' or ' make

o Acts xi. 14, p Maik x. 21.
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them that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience. '^ Hence, though

the Jews ottered sacrifices, and observed several other rites of worship instituted by

God ; yet, inasmuch as they rested in the external performance of them, and were

destitute of faith in Christ, and did not perform other religious duties which were

to attend them, their observances were reckoned no better than ' vain oblations, ^

or unprofitable services, llow much more might all the rites of worship observed

by the heathen bo deemed so ? The fact of the heathen having performed these

rites, therefore, does not give us sufficient ground to conclude that those have the

means of salvation who are destitute of divine revelation and faith in Christ.

Christ the Saviour only of the Church.

It is farther observed, in this Answer, that Christ is the Saviour only of his

body the church. This seems to obviate an objection which might be brought

against the impossibility of attaining salvation without faith in Christ. For some

will be ready to conclude that Christ may be a Saviour, by his death, to those who

are strangers to him, and not members of his body the church ; aud, therefore, it

is added that he is the Saviour only of such. This is what several mean wheu

they say that there is no salvation out of the pale or enclosure of the church.

Tlie point is rather to be explained than denied. The meaning of it will appear

from what is said in the following Answers ; wherein the visible church is described

as including those who profess the true religion ; and the invisible church is called

' the body,' of which Christ is ' the Saviour ;'^ and the members of the latter are

said to be made partakers of union and communion with him, and to be inseparably

joined to him, as their Head and Husband, when they are eftectually called, so that

they have an interest in that salvation which he has procured. We hence have

ground to conclude that he will save none by his merits but such as are made par-

takers of the internal graces of the Spirit, and are united to him by a lively faith,

founded on divine revelation. This is accordant with what has been already main-

tained in this Answer ; which establishes the necessity of divine revelation, or the

impossibility of persons attaining salvation by framing their hves according to the

light of nature, though they never heard of the gospel, or of Jesus Christ, the sum

and substance of it. If this be reckoned a hard saying, tending to lessen the mercy

of God with respect to its objects, it must be considered that we have no rule of

judging concerning this matter but what is contained in scripture. If God has

there made known to his people the only way of salvation, we have no warrant to

extend it farther than he has done, or to say that, because he can apply his grace

in such methods as are altogetlier unknown to us, he will do so. To speak in this

way is no just or conclusive reasoning.

The great design of all that we have said in this Answer, is to induce us to set

the highest value on Christ and his gospel, and to adore and magnify him for tlie

privileges which we enjoy by being favoured with it, and to put us upon improving

it to tlie best purposes ; for if they are excluded from its benefits who never heard

of it, ' How sliall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?''

q Heb. ix. 9. r Isa. i. 13. s Eph. v. 23. t Heb. ii. 3.
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