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THE BOOK OF MOBMON FICTITIOUS.

The writer of these pages having heen for some months a
spectator of the Mormons, or self-styled Latter-day Saints, and
being personally connected with some of this persuasion, for

whom in their social and relative position he entertains a high
esteem, has been induced to lay before the public the evidences

upon which this delusive system rests ; that with regard to

these it may furnish reasons justificatory of the course he has
pursued, and at the same time, prove condemnatory of tbe

system to which they have become attached ; and having well

grounded reasons for believing that their tenets have been and
continue to be widely and industriously circulated, to the moral
disadvantage and positive injury of many simple unsuspecting

people, principally in the lower orders of society, another motive

is furnished, in the hope, that he may be the means of awakening
some, who have for realities, mistaken an unsubstantial dream ;

or at least have supplied a motive for those who have, as yet, not

been allured by the charms of these pseudo-religious sirens, to

ponder well their course, when on them their arts are employed.

For the accomplishment of this purpose, I propose to prove,

that Mormonism, believed from a perception of its truths, is

contradictory to common sense, reason, and Scripture. That
asserting it to be true, and perceiving it to be a system of truth,

are two very different things. That the whole fabric is based

on deception ; and that Joe Smith and his three principal

confederates, were base deceivers ; that their victims giving a

credulous assent to their testimony, do not perceive its trutb,

but only imagine it to be true, and that impelled by a law of

their moral nature to receive the testimony of others,—and not

guarding that tendency with the requisite care and attention,

imagination lends its creative aid, and becomes the fruitful

tarent of error, in feigning a history that never had a basis on

facta, and a system of religion without a Deity for its author,

—



are led away by a vain and empty delusion, and for the realities

of truth, embrace only fugitive and illusory shadows. Interested

parties ever and anon have been, and still are to be found, who
readily avail themselves of this our moral weakness, and obtrude

for our reception, some feigned hypotheses of truth and fallacious

dreams, as so many dogmata, concerning the truth of which it is

impious to doubt ; and so liable are we to be led astray by these

two sources of error, that it is necessary they be vigilantly

watched, guarded and restrained by the exercise of our reason, and

the best use of our common sense ; and considering the short

period of time in which Mormonism has been in existence, that

Smith and his coadjutors have not been unsuccessful moral

conjurors, their present and rapidly increasing number in the

great valley of the Salt Lake amply testify.

Before I proceed to the proof of this proposition, that Mor-

monism beliesed from a perception of its truth is contrary to

common sense, reason, and Scripture, I must premise that it

will be necessary for the reader distinctly to bear in mind,

that prior to the discovery of America by Columbus, it was to

the eastern hemisphere an unknown land; and that communica-

tion with the moon would, prior to that period, have been a

more conceivable idea.

That there was in the universe such a planet as this, each

monthly appearance would give universal proof. And suppos-

ing, therefore, that this lunar orb was to man an inhabitable

locality, I affirm seriously, that had Joe Smith, or any other

Mormon been disposed,—or still have any lunar affection prompt-

ing towards such a course,—to appear before the world, giving

forth that he had received a revelation from the Divine Being,

informing him that the moon had been inhabited for one

thousand years,—that the whole of the Mormon history had there

had an existence in facts,—and that on its reception and rejection

were suspended our eternal destinies,—it could not have been met

with objections either so strong or so numerous as those to which

this system of Smith's is exposed. Our access to the moon
would be precluded, and our nescience of the rational and moral

laws by which those moon-inhabiting beings were governed,

could have furnished us with no analogy by which we might be

assisted in forming a correct judgment.

Three hundred and sixty years have elapsed since the dis-
,

covery of America ; and the two continents are at this day as it

were united by a wooden or rather an iron bridge ; and facilities

are afforded for investigating and detecting the absurdities and

falsehoods with which the work abounds. The silence of the

history of the eastern world, goes to show the improbability of



such a voyage having been made, as that which we shall have to

bring before the notice of the reader in the succeeding part of

this pamphlet. I must also further premise, that in attempting
to establish this proposition, I shall not be very particular as to

the order of the composition, and without any strict regard to

method, lay my cogitations on this subject, in that method in
which they occurred to my own mind, not being so intent upon
the elegance of diction, or correctness of logical arrangement, as

the exposure of a system, which I consider of highly pernicious
and contagious tendency, and which, I doubt not in my own
mind, has occasioned disruption and sorrow in many a family
that might otherwise have been happily united, and to lead the

reader through each successive step of the evidences, in hope,

that he may obtain a conclusion, clear and forcible and satisfac-

tory to his mind.
In the first place, I take it for granted that all truth to be

perceived must be evident, and that therefore unless it be evi-

dent, it cannot be perceived. That Mormonism, as truth, I

hope to prove, is not evident, and that therefore, Mormonistic
truth is not to be perceived. Perception implies an object to be
perceived, a medium through which it is perceived, and a per-

ceptive facultjr by which it is discerned. The truth of Mormon-
ism will be our object to discover ; its evidences will be our me-
dium through which, and common sense, assisted by reason and
Scripture, will be the faculty by which this discovery will be
carried on. Whether the medium ought to be a microscope, on
account of the diminutiveness of the object, or a telescope, on ac-

count of the distance, is the most embarrassing part of our wotIc.

We will therefore postpone the selection to a future period, and
at once proceed to define the meaning and sense in which the

terms of our proposition are invariably used in this pamphlet.

By common sense I mean that inward consciousness every

man possesses (in a state of mental sanity) which impels him
instinctively and intuitively to accept and perceive what is true,

and to reject whatever is false. Those laws of our moral nature

by which we are governed with as much regularity, power, and
certainty, as is displayed by the material universe under the

power and operation of those natural laws by which it is regu-

lated. That faculty of the mind, the existence of which is as

necessary, and whose operations are as certain in the perception

of truth, as is the natural faculty of sight, and its operations in

the perception of those material objects by which we are sur-

rounded. And as the medium of light is absolutely necessary

to the efficient discharge of the function of the latter, and with-

out which the act of perception could not be performed, so in



like manner equally ineffectual would be every attempt to discover

truth by the perceptive acts of the mind, unless the medium of

evidence were present to lend its necessary light. And further,

that as all truths are necessarily, immutably, and eternally con-

nected with evidence, and can only be perceived distinctly or

indistinctly, clearly or obscurely, in proportion to the presence

or absence of this luminary ; so accordingly they must be classi-

fied into the categories of certain, probable, and dubious, and
what is even dubious in its own nature, cannot, I speak advisedly,

be required of his creatures by the all-wise Creator, as an article

of belief, and as a sine qua non for admission into his favour and
love, when according to the constitution of our nature it is

utterly impossible. It is no more within our possibility to per-

ceive that to be true clearly, distinctly, and certainly, which is in

its own nature dubious, than it would be to perceive the whole
to be less than any one of its parts ; or the same thing, at the

same time, to be, and not to be ; for it would be impossible to

perceive what did not exist. And I presume, that I may
further add, that when the preponderating weight of evidence

is so situated, as to cast a deepening, darkening, shade on the

side of what was esteemed truth, until it becomes entirely

eclipsed and hid from our view, in the same proportion is false-

hood seen gradually to emerge, until its ghastly and spectral

form stands out in full view ; and as the light of day is the

medium or element in which truth loves to appear, and by
which its lineaments are most distinctly observed and traced,

so in the same ratio does falsehood detest it, preferring dark-

ness to light, night to day, and gloom to sunshine, the only

element in which it can by possibility exist. For as the light

of evidence is essentially necessary to the existence of truth, so

is the darkness of the absence of all light arising from evidence,

an indispensable pre-requisite for the existence of falsehood and
untruth. Truth and falsehood are privative opjjosites, and
the privation of one is essential to the existence of the other;

and therefore, wherever the truth is in existence, there is its

evidence ; and wherever the evidence of truth exists, it is per-

ceptible by that faculty of the mind, termed consciousness, or

internal sense, and from its universality called common sense.

I am of opinion, that amongst those that speak the English

language, an almost universal agreement would be found as to

the accuracy of all our sensations, by means of our external

senses. We should all agree in calling fire hot, ice cold, soot

black. If these sensations are necessary for the preservation,

safety, comfort, and pleasure of our corporeal nature, and as

they are also transmitted to this ultimate arbiter, as the court



of highest appeal ; is it reasonable to suppose that in matters
of a moral and religious nature, the operations of the mind, and
the feelings of the heart, should not come under the cognizance
of the same impartial and Heaven-appointed umpire?

I therefore have assumed, that common sense is an infallible

agent in the bosom of man, and that his decisions are absolute

and independent on man's will. That this agent pronounces
his decisions by the light of evidence and that alone ; and that

without evidence, he is not acquainted even with the existence

of truth.

By the term Mormonism, I mean the Book of Mormon

—

the Book of Mormon alone ; including the form of asseveration

subscribed by the principal witnesses ; and that Mormonism
is not truth, will be more clearly discovered, if we consider

it in its history, its doctrines, and its evidences, and for this

purpose I have selected several passages from the Book of

Mormon, as samples of the whole production, and the whole
of which they assert, both orally and by written documents, it

is incumbent on every man to believe, on pain and peril of

woes, the infliction and endurance of which are to be both tem-
poral and eternal. All Christendom, protestants and papists,

are denounced as in the grossest darkness and error; that

popery is the mother of harlots, and that we are her base off-

spring ; that the clergy are fattening on the spoil of craft and
deceit ; and that unless we all repent the land on which we
live will be signally visited by the Almighty's marked displea-

sure ; and that earthquake, famine, pestilence, and the sword
are to be the order of the day ; that the only place of refuge

and safety is the country bordering upon California, termed
the Great Salt Lake Valley.

Well, says the reader, but what is this Mormon history, and
where is its truth ? The history of Mormonism commences
about six hundred years B.C. and extends to four hundred
years A.C., embracing the space of one thousand years ; from
the period when this nation had " dwindled away," to its dis-

covery, another period of upwards of one thousand years had
elapsed, and from its discovery to the present time must be

added three hundred and sixty years more. But one day with

the Mormons is as one thousand years, and one thousand years

as one day.

The Book of Mormon informs us that the adventurers, the

Hero and Heroine of the former part of this history, were Lehi

and Sariah his wife ; that they had a family of four sons ; and

that prior to the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, Lehi was fore-

warned by a premonitory vision to depart out of Jerusalem, he
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and his family, and to go into the wilderness. They did so ;

and after the lapse of a few days, when the hurry and bustle of

their sudden exodus had subsided, they remembered that tbe

plates containing their records and genealogy were not brought

with them ; the names of the four sons are Laman, Lemuel,

Sam, and Nephi, who were forthwith sent back to Jerusalem

for these plates ; they were however unsuccessful, and unsuc-

cessfully they returned. They go a second time, and have a

better issue to their second attempt ; Nephi finds his uncle

Laban drunk in the streets of Jerusalem, cuts off his head,

strips him of his clothes, in which he attires himself, and then

goes to his uncle's house, obtains by fraud and stratagem the

wished for plates, and returns to his friends in the wilderness.

During the absence of her sons in the wilderness, Sariah is

represented as having some misgivings as to their safety, and

as to the probability of their second return,—as reproaching Lehi

with being a visionary man, in which epithet Lehi concurs, as

being very appropriate and ivell merited, and in which concur-

rence probably the reader may have already joined, propelled

by some secret tendency to justify the promptings of Sari all's

nature and her maternal affection.

The sons were accompanied back to the wilderness by

Ishmael and several daughters, about six in number. In tbe

wilderness Lehi begets two other sons, Jacob and Joseph, all of

whom, in the course of time become married to tbe six daugh-

ters of Ishmael. In the course of their peregrinations in the

wilderness it was their custom to erect tents for the purpose of

greater comfort and security, and as Lehi was going forth one

morning from out of his tent door, he discovered a ball of brass,

and within the ball, a spindle, which acted by their faith, and

pointed the way they were to proceed. Had they left the world

some more minute description of this instrument, they might

have done real service to their successors, and have furnished

an excellent medium by which to have tried or measured the

intensity, or otherwise, of the faith of the Mormon church at

the present day. I am afraid that if real faith were to be the

main spring, the instrument would be often out of order, and

that the spindle would be at the extremity of scepticism or

infidelity on one hand, or credulity on the other. However, it

seems that Lehi and his group did manage to keep it in going

order : and on the outside of this ball of brass engraven and

erased, signified and disappearing in quick succession were the

counsels of the Most High communicated. We are told that

this favoured family proceeded until they came to the great wa-

ters, I suppose to the shores of the Atlantic, at which time they



would number some twenty souls and bodies altogether, men,
women, and children.

The scene will now be in some little degree altered. We shall

lose sight of Lehi and Sariah, and bring out in greater promi-
nence as the principal actor, Nephi, a man pre-eminently dis-

tinguished for his piety, patience, and perseverance amid toils

and dangers of unparalleled magnitude and number.
An interesting spectacle now presents itself ; the family

group are come to the very brink of this mighty ocean. The.

spindle pointed across the waters, as the track marked out by
Providence. (I am reminded of the priests of Baal, and the

united cry, " Baal, hear us.") The ocean did not divide; the

sturdy laws of nature opposed these heaven-directed travellers.

Nephi proposed building a ship to his brethren ; he urged it,

and informed them that he had been instructed by the Lord for

that purpose. The ship was to be built not after the manner of

men, but after the manner the Lord had shown him.
However, although not built after the manner of men, which

is an equivocal expression, when construed by the Mormons, is

yet, as written in the Book of Mormon, an universal negative.

It was not built after the manner of men ; there is no particular

limitation ; and yet we are immediately told, that it was built

by men. These brethren built by the use of tools, and by the

use of materials. They made their own tools, preparatory to the

work ; felled the oak, and brought it from the forest ; excavated

the earth, and drew from its bowels the mineral and the ore ;

and, in fact, made it entirely after the manner of men. The
reader will find the passage, if he pleases to avail himself of

the full account, at page 37, Book of Mormon. It appears to me
somewhat after the manner of men; and especially shipbuilding

men at the present time.

These twelve men, had to be miners, sawyers, joiners, cutlers,

and every operation to be performed by their own hands, by

their own energy, and by their own industry.

Yet I must again inform the reader, to bear in mind, " not

after the manner of men."
We are told also, in the sequel of this narrative, that when

Nephi proposed such a project to them, they murmured exceed-

ingly, and said, "Our brother is a fool." The Mormon brethren,

in those ancient days, seem to have suspected the principal actor,

and expressed that suspicion in an epithet, which implies that

common sense had been dethroned, and that his claim to

nationality might fairly be brought into question and doubt.

The ship was however built, the canvas set, this nucleus of a

mighty, and unsurpassed colony safely on board, and also the
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ball and spindle not forgotten. They gradually lose sight of

the eastern world. And the reader may more easily imagine,
than I describe the feelings of this little crew ; after so many
toils overcome, so many dangers past, when Heaven was every
where above, and every where the ocean rolled beneath. How-
ever, the piety of Nephi, was more than his brethren could
brook ; it assumed the appearance, at least, of pre-eminence and
priority, and they determined to bind him with cords. They
had no sooner done this wicked act, than the King of the Winds
flapped his storm-creating wings, and the bosom of the mighty
ocean presented the greatest appearance of agitation and discom-
posure. The spindle ceased to work ; the greatest danger over-

hung their frail bark, and these brave adventurers, whose
breasts had hitherto been enclosed with a breastplate of oak and
three-fold brass, now began to give indications of fear and pallor.

Another, and yet another mountain wave; and destruction

would be inevitable. Nephi is loosed immediately, and they
repent of their great evil. The spindle resumes its wonted, but
lately interrupted action, and the storm is hushed, and dimpled
ocean smiles. All is halcyon calm ; unruffled tranquillity.

The remainder of the voyage is uninterrupted by any opposing
elements, and they arrive on the shores of another world ; and
from such a root, what kind of a tree might not have been
expected ? From such a Hercules, what labours could be too

great ? What achievements too mighty ? From this grain of

mustard seed, sprang one of the greatest nations that ever

flourished ; and which was divided into Nephites and Lamanites.
The Nephites, were the good people and followers of Nephi

;

and the Lamanites, were the wicked, between whom were waged
many bloody and sanguinary wars. But notwithstanding these

checks to the progress and the development of all peaceful arts;

they continued to prosper, to multiply, and to flourish, until they

reached a zenith of glory, grandeur, and magnificence, in com-
parison with which Rome, Greece, or even England, might fear

the derogatory consequences.

At page 137 of the Book of Mormon we are told " that their

kings and warriors were mighty men, and that in their battles

with the Lamanites, the Nephites swept away their enemies out

of their lands, after which they began to fortify their cities." So
that we see they had fortified cities, that this colony multiplied

exceedingly, became " very rich in gold, silver, and in precious

things, in fine workmanship of wood, in buildings, in machinery,

in brass, copper, iron, and steel ; making all manner of tools of y
every kind to till the ground, weapons of war, and in all kinds

of preparation for war !" Page 445 informs us that 27 A.C.



they still continued to prosper and wax great ; that they had
framed their laws according to equity and justice, and that at this

time many cities were re-built, and many old cities repaired

;

that highways were cast up and roads made all through the na-
tion, from city to city, and from land to land, and from place to

place ; that their great wealth gave rise to pride, boasting, and
persecution ; that there were many merchants in the land, many
lawyers, officers, both civil, naval, and military ; that they began
to be distinguished by ranks and titles, according to their riches

and learning. We are also informed of their judges, high priest,

and the governor of the land. A kind of President, I presume.
Page 394, we are told that " the Nephites did so multiply

and spread, that they began to cover the jace of the land from
the sea north to the sea south, from the sea east to the sea west.

That timber being scarce in the north, the south part did send
them timber by ivay of shipping. We are further informed that
" a hundredth part of the proceedings of this people, of their

wars, shipping, building of ships, building of temples, synagogues,

and sanctuaries, cannot be contained in this Work."
It is not necessary for me to occupy time and space by ampli-

fying these branches of their jurisprudence, commerce, litera-

ture, &c, and will only ask the reader to form some adequate
idea, if he can, by the aid of his imagination, and to picture

to himself the imposing magnificence, splendor, sumptuous-
ness, and power of this empire, an account of whose vast

internal transactions it would take an historian the immense la-

bour of writing, and the reader the mighty task of reading, some
100 or 200 volumes, in order to obtain anything like a clear and
correct notion.

The reader will doubtless expect, that as literature flourished

so highly amongst this people, posterity would have the advan-

tage of their experience, and that ample records would be left as

monuments of their unwearied perseverance, or as beacons to

guard succeeding generations from their adversities. It is a

very natural expectation, and one which I think ought to be

gratified ; but I am sorry to say that it will prove abundantly

vain. Yet let not the reader, in the impatience of his disap-

pointment, frown upon the whole affair, but patiently see if

something compensative for this great vacancy cannot be found.

At page 436 it is written " that the Lamanites, when becoming

Nephites, or members of that community, were miraculously

turned white," as previously by withdrawing from them they

had undergone a miraculous nigrification : also " their young

men and their daughters became exceedingly fair."

At page 515 we are informed that the record of this people
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was written in reformed Egyptian ; that they could not procure

plates sufficiently large, or they would have written in Hebrew,
but that they had altered the Hebrew ; if they could have written

in Hebrew there would have been no imperfection in this re-

cord. " But the Lordknoweth the things that we have written,

and also that none other people knoweth our language, and that

he hath prepared means for the interpretation thereof.''

At page 450, the reader will find the overwhelming destruc-

tion that desolated this remarkable nation. It appears to have
been effected in the course of three days, during which period

the sun withheld his light, and amidst the darkness with which
the whole nation was mantled, thunderings, earthquakes, and
lightnings, played a conspicuous part. One city took fire ; ano-

ther city sunk into the depths of the sea, and all the inhabitants

were drowned. The reader will doubtless think that to see a

city shipwrecked would be a singular and horrific spectacle; and
if all the city were drowned, I should like to know how the know-
ledge of the fact was communicated ? and especially as all this

occurred in thick darkness. Another city, the name of which
was Moronihah, was buried under a mountain, which removed
itself and occupied the former area of the city. And this urbal

devastation was all effected in the course of three hours !

Amidst this more than Egyptian gloom, no artificial light

could be produced ; the candles and torches were all equally

unyielding and obstinately consentaneous with the sun. The
writer of the Book of Mormon sums up the whole of this revolt-

ing scene with these emphatic and expressive words, " there

could be no light because of the darkness." And amidst this

universal ruin and misery, this mourning and woe, a voice was
heard by all the inhabitants of the earth, crying, " the devil

laugheth and his angels rejoice.'
7 The reader must therefore

infer that this eastern hemisphere either does not belong to the

earth, or that this voice was heard throughout the whole of the

east ; and consequently the Roman empire, and the whole of

India, would be among the auditors of this most harmonious
and sweet sounding message, if not actual spectators of the

scene. At the close of the fourth century the nation dwindled

away, and thus the record of their national millenarian history

closes.

I have been as brief as possible in these extracts, and have

quoted only as much as I thought might be necessary to give

an idea of the rise and fall of a mighty empire, about which
the reader will be able to learn nothing except from the Book
of Mormon, as it has a sole monopoly of this history.

Much, very much, remains to be perceived as truth besides
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all this, viz : another little history of one Jared & Co., and his
voyage across the sea, in a vessel like unto a dish, with a hole
at the top and another at the bottom, waterproofed by some
method or another, so that either upon the water or under the
water was all right ; and porpoise-like, was now on the surface
and now again below ; either above water or below they had
plenty of light, and also a prosperous voyage, the wind blew a
strong gale, but in the right direction, all the time, and they
made the passage to the promised land in three hundred and
forty-four days.

This is a fair sample of the history every Mormon is to believe,

upon pain and peril of everlasting perdition to both body and
soul ; and for the circulation of which, his money, talents, time,

and influence are required by the body in their corporate capacity.
Such a history it is possible to hear, to read, and to imagine

;

but to believe, or in other words, to be assured of its truth, and
to have a consciousness of its certainty and basis on facts, I
think it is impossible. I repeat what I have before stated, that
unless it has its evidences, it is not truth. If this history of the
Mormons is true, it must necessarily have its evidences. But it

has not got its evidences ; therefore, this Mormon history is not
true. If it is not true, it must necessarily be false ; and if false,

must proceed from an impostor.

I now proceed to test this history, by the evidences which
ought to be associated with it, if it makes any pretensions to

truth. If the Mormons can establish this their fundamental
revelation, by unobjectionable evidence, I mean by real, actual

evidence, demonstrative of its truth, they are entitled to some
regard and attention ; and might, I think, be considered to have
won their cause. But if, on the other hand. I can prove that
this the groundwork and basis of their whole system, is on a
sandy foundation, that it has not the slightest shadow of
evidence ; -that the production is a figment of the fancy, unsup-
ported by facts ; and that it is contradictory to common sense,

reason, and Scripture ; as honest men, or as men wishing to be
thought so, they are bound to abandon their profession ; to close

the doors of those rooms, in which, for truth, gross error is pro-

pagated ; and to correct and obviate as much as in them lay the

pernicious and deleterious doctrines they have been so vigorous

in propagating. In conversation with some Mormons of this

town, they have frankly admitted, that this was the key-stone of

their system, and that on its stability the safety of its super-

structure rested.

In examining its evidences, I propose to consider them
externally, internally, and analogically.
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In considering the external evidences, a priori, I may remark
that of facts, having transpired 1600 or 1800 years ago, all

personal experience, must, from necessity, be entirely precluded,
and that the only tests that can in such a case be applied, are
oral tradition, history, and monuments.

In applying the first of these, I may probably be directed by
the Mormons to the Indians, who were the only inhabitants of
that country when discovered by Columbus. I have therefore
directed my attention to that quarter ; and I must reply that
the Indian evidence goes to disprove the truth of the Mormon
bible.

The Mormon bible says, that after the Christian era, the
whole of the inhabitants of the land became Christians ; and
also, that the language of these inhabitants, was reformed
Egyptian. Travellers are of opinion, that the Indians are
descended from the house of Israel, but that they still retain
their Hebrew language, although in a very imperfect state, their
Hebrew customs, manners, &c. I cannot therefore think it

probable, that the whole land having embraced Christianity,

renounced the Jewish customs, and having adopted a different

language, should, in the course of a few centuries, make such
an entire retrogression.

The author of the Book of Mormon, in my opinion, has made
a mistake, that in the absence of all other evidence must have
proved fatal to its veracity and credibility, in having fixed for its

existence so modern a date. Six hundred years, B.C. and four
hundred years, A.C., are comparatively modern times.

I also am of opinion, that considering the high state of
civilization and commercial prosperity this nation is represented
as having attained, and the fact of their being not natives of

America, in the first instance, but a colony from the east, and
having become such a celebrated seafaiing people, that it is not
improbable but that they would have found their way again to

the east, led by either thirst of gain, or some other sufficiently

strong motive, and that we might have expected some mention
to have been made of them in their intercourse with this

hemisphere, by some of the nations on this side of the Atlantic.

But such does not appear to have been the case, and therefore

I conclude from this that a great degree of improbability is cast

on the veracity of the Book of Mormon.
History is silent as the grave ; not one single record has been

left by this polished and literary race. The Book of Mormon
itself, purports to have been written in a language unintelligible

to man, and that nothing less than superhuman and mirac-
ulous agency could have effected its translation.
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Monuments are equally silent. Not one single monument
can be found, to prove the existence of facts recorded in our Mor-
mon history, as having once taken place. A few ruins are said

to have been discovered in America, but having the appearance
of far greater antiquity than the period assigned to this nation,

and to which the Mormons cannot lay the least degree of claim
as corroboratory of the veracity of their author, I have not much
fear of any opposition on this ground, and therefore need not
pursue this branch of the evidence any further.

Analogy, in decisive and unmistakeable language, pronounces
the whole a work of fiction. Ask the History of Home if this

nation of the Mormons can lay any claim to having ever had
an existence in fact ? In emphatic language it answers, No !

Eome and our Mormon nation existing in America for a thou-

sand years were coeval. Kome was founded 753 B.C., and fell

476 years A.C. Our Mormon nation, 600 B.C., and feU 400
A.C. The parallel in fiction is complete ; in facts and actual

existence, and in evidence of those facts and that existence, there

is none at all. Ask of Grecian history, and the answer will be,

No ! They conspire to brand the Book of Mormon with the

odium of a lie, and as utterly unfit for the belief of men in a

sound state of mind.
Oral tradition, history, monuments, and analogy, all conspire

in one united testimony to the spuriousness and falsehood of the

contents of the history under consideration : and yet, in the

absence of all evidence from these four sources, the Mormons
have the audacity to insinuate doubt as to the genuineness and
authenticity of the Bible of Christians, and to proclaim theirs as

the only safe and sure guide in matters pertaining to man's pre-

sent and final salvation. Asking me if I do not perceive the truth

of such a system, based on facts so well attested, is somewhat
similar to a man pointing me to a triangle and eagerly inquir-

ing whether I did not see a square ; or to nothing, and wishing

me to feel all the qualities and behold all the modes of matter : as

for instance, its hardness or softness, its roundness or square-

ness, its blackness or whiteness ;—or requesting me some pitch

dark night to accompany him, and inquire if I did not see tbe

sun, and feel its warm and genial beams—or, whether I did not

admire the beauty, the picturesqueness, or the grandeur, of the

widely-extended landscape by which I was surrounded ? If,

therefore, the Mormons persist in asserting that they perceive

the truth of this history so clearly—that the facts narrated are so

well attested, and supported by evidence so incontestible, I must
conclude that they have been the subjects of that community's

boasted miraculous power, and that, by a supernatural agency,

B
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the fundamental and governing laws of their mental and moral
constitution have been entirely inverted ; that where other people

only can see the radii of a circle to be equal to one another,

they can see each of these radii differ in equality, or rather, that

no equality whatever exists—that black, to them appears white,

and white appears black.

As regards the proof arising from miracles—I have never yet

heard, and never expect to hear, of a genuine undoubted mira-

cle being performed.

While the Bible of Christians is intertwined and commingled
with the profane histories of all the great empires of Europe,
Asia, and Africa, and each reciprocally lend their aid to their

mutual illustration and confirmation, so that the falsifying of

one would be the undermining of the other, I cannot but re-

mark the great difference with respect to the Book of Mormon.
It stands all alone and unsupported, branded with its own re-

futation ; a by-word and a hissing to all intelligent people.

I think it will be admitted, that all the evidence which
might fairly be expected, drawn from a priori sources, is en-

tirely absent ; and that a cause cannot be proved or traced ; and
in proportion as the evidence is defective on this side of the

question, we may reasonably expect it will be proportionally

strong, clear, and demonstrative, drawn from a posteriori

sources.

We now proceed to consider the testimony of the witnesses to

the truth of this history. I give the form of asseveration sub-

scribed by the witnesses, as copied from the Book of Mormon :

THE TESTIMONY OF THEEE WITNESSES.

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people unto whom this

work shall corne, that we, through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, which is a

record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and
also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of which hath been
spoken: and we also know that they have been translated by the gift and
power of God, and not of man. And we declare with words of soberness,

that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid

before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings

thereon ; and we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and our

Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bare record that these things are true,

and it is marvellous in our eyes; nevertheless the voice of the Lord com-
manded us that we should bare record of it ; wherefore, to be obedient to

the commandments of God, we bear testimony of these things. And we
know that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood

of all men, and be found spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and
shall dwell with him eternally in the heavens. And the honour be to the

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.
Oliveb Coweey.
David Whitmer.
Mabtin Habbis.
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And also THE TESTIMONY OF THE EIGHT WITNESSES.
Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people unto whom

this work shall come, that Joseph Smith, jun., the translator of this work,
has shewn unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which have the
appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith has trans-

lated, we did handle with our hands ; and we also saw the engravings
thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient work, and of curious
workmanship. And this we hear record with words of soberness, that the
said Smith has shewn unto us, for we have seen and hefted, and know of a
surety that the said Smith has got the plates of which we have spoken.
And we give our names unto the world, to witness unto the world that which
we have seen ; and we lie not, God bearing witness of it.

Christian Whitmer.
Jacob Whitmer.
Peter Whitmer, Jim.

John Whitmer.
Hiram Page.
Joseph Smith, Sen.

Hyrum Smith.
Samuel H. Smith.

The reader will observe that the eight witnesses to having
seen the plates are reduceable to three families, viz. ;—four

Whitrners, one Page, and three Smiths.

I would also wish to be especially noticed, the form of

oath which they subscribe. It distinctly states that Joseph
Smith was the translator, and that he himself had shown them
the plates. Does there not appear to be some preconcertation

about this matter ? Is Mr. Smith, jun. not deeply interested

about these plates, and do the subscribing parties appear to go

beyond the circle of his most intimate friends ? However, as

these say nothing about the Revelation and supernatural tran-

slation, I do not consider their testimony of much consequence,

either pro or con., and therefore dismiss them with the impres-

sion that it is a joint concern, and that their evidence is suspi-

cious in the highest degree. The more important testimony is

marked by several very singular circumstances, each of which
is worthy of particular notice.

And in the first place, it is particularly to be observed, that

Joseph Smith, the translator, bears no testimony at all. The
only man, who had the power of translation, the only human
being who could bear testimony to their truth, is entirely silent;

so that we have no human testimony whatever to the truth

of this work. The work itself, is as distinct, separate and
disjoined from any human testimony, as is the existence of the

mighty and potent nation whose history it contains. I cannot

account for the singularity of this circumstance, unless that

Smith himself, probably might think, his name appended would

create suspicion, and therefore, in avoiding any appearance of
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interest, his want of honesty appears, and the impostor is

detected. " Honesty," says the old adage, " is the best policy."

The Book of Mormon, has not the testimony of one of the

external senses of any man—that is, or ever was, upon the earth.

It is even worse than a fiction or a dream, for it owns no author.

It stands with the stigma of illegitimacy, and from whence it

came no man knoweth. That any person could be found to

believe such an unauthorised production, is a thing incredible

;

and certainly proves a person thus believing, to be possessed of

great faith without evidence, (if that can be understood) but at

the same, a complete abnegation of all intellectuality. The con-

clusion I therefore draw from this circumstance is, that the

Book of Mormon has not a single human witness to its pages.

The three witnesses to the appearance of an angel, and to having
heard the voice of God declaring it to be a true and real transla-

tion, are remarkable individuals certainly : if the account they

give is true, remarkably, extraordinarily favoured. If untrue,

egregiously wicked and profane. Let us see to which class they

belong.

I think the paucity of their number is worthy of being

observed ; to me it appears rather singular and extraordinary,

that tosthe more important communication the fewer witnesses

should be found. I strongly object to this formal way of swear-

ing to the truth of their statements ; it implies previous know-
ledge, contiguity of residence, similarity of character and motive,

and a common interest in the publication of this Mormon
book,—all of which circumstances go to invalidate their'testi-

mony, and to make them highly suspicious, both with regard

to their motives and intentions. These three witnesses were
accordingly ivell known to each other ; the angel appeared to

them all three at once, and that in a private place ; opportunity

therefore of contradiction was not afforded, neither has it the

benefit of collateral confirmation. Had these three witnesses

lived many miles apart, had they been personally unknown to

each other, had they testified separately and ivithout agreement,

had the voice of Deity been heard by others in addition to them,

it would have been more credible ; but with all this appear-

ance of union, agreement, and collusion, their testimony merits

nought but contempt and scorn. They knew nothing about

the translation, they had not the power of interpretation, they

merely testify that they heard the voice of the Lord declaring

the truth of the translation ; not one of their external senses

were witnesses ; they must have been members of this secret

confederacy, for when the angel shows the plates, and they hear

the voice, they know all about it, and yet they make a pre-
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tension of marvelling. One of these three is a brother to one
of the eight witnesses.

They must have had, doubtless, a very clear revelation of the
credulity of a number of the inhabitants of this planet ; but the
characters of these men have yet to be related. It is well known
that the whole of these three witnesses became disunited from
this Mormon confederacy ; they were therefore separated volun-

tarily or involuntarily. If they became segregated voluntarily,

does it not imply insincerity, want of conviction of the truth of

their oatb, want of self-respect, and total disregard of all sense

of propriety ; they must have known that in leaving a body
whose existence depended upon the truth of their word, they
gave to the world a plain denial of their former oath, that they
recanted the statements they had given to the world, and that

on their withdrawal all their first deeds with regard to that

church were cancelled and expunged, and that ipso facto it was
left without a witness. If on the other hand they were not

thought worthy of communion with the body to which they

belonged, of which they were its foundation and life's blood, and
with a body whose demands are not so imperious as some other

of the straightlaced religious societies of the present day, who,

in the pride of their sanctity, would shun a theatre, a ball-room,

or cards, as inconsistent with the principles of Christianity, and
as too close an abutment on the profanity of worldly men,—

I

say if excommunicated from such a body, and being as it were

its very parents, thrust out by their own spiritual children, I

think we may safely conclude that their moral strictness was

not of such a bigh order but that they might be capable of

an untruth.

Which ever way you view these three respectable witnesses,

I think a moral turpitude is displayed that would not be

opposed in the accomplishment of their designs by any of the

ordinary principles of morality, such as truth, integrity, sin-

cerity, and charity towards their fellow men. Look at them in

whatever light you will, they neutralize in toto every word of

their oath ; either they were not sufficiently moral for their com-

munity, or their community was not sufficiently moral for them.

Here is the basis of the Mormon society, and here that basis is

utterly annihilated; Mormonism stands therefore before the

world, bereft of every witness it ever had ; all that are left are

the eight who testified that Smith showed them some kind of

metal plates, but what they were, and what was on them, they

knew nothing about. If this is not a system built upon a

rotten foundation, I can never expect to see one. There is,

besides all this, a want of circumstantiality about their evidence,
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and also of simplicity, that renders it altogether unworthy of

the slightest credit.

I shall now pass on from these deserters, these renegadoes,

and inquire of the reader whether he thinks there is any analogy
between this bubble foundation, and that other one of which the

sacred writer speaks, when he says, " Other foundation can no
man lay than that which is laid, namely, Christ Jesus." These
Mormons have tried to lay another, but they have been signally

defeated to the very letter. And how they can proclaim and
profess such a nihility, I cannot conjecture. Besides, what
sacrifices have any of these men made? That .Toe Smith himself,

although not a witness was shot, is admitted. But is every man
who is shot, a martyr? If so, a great number fell martyrs, a

few years ago in India, and also at the battle of Waterloo, &c.

Did not these men gain more worldly advantage than otherwise ?

And might not the creating another state in America, with the

prospect and probability of influence, wealth, ease, enjoyment, be
powerful motives to a course of this kind ? But although a

powerful motive, I cannot admit that it is an honourable and
moral one, unless that quality that distinguished the serpent

in the garden of Eden, when with oily and well lubricated

insinuations he exerted his seductive influence to tempt to a

deed which entailed on all posterity its evil results : viz. more
subtlety than all the beasts of the field, should be considered a

virtue. England has often been called an Eden—there is such
a thiug as self-expatriation;-—Mormons beware! Fall not

twice ! Be not the occasion of your own ruin ! Could these

witnesses be deceivers ? Could these five different names join

in a deception of this kind ? If they could not, my cause is

lost, Mormonism is true, admitting that they could not be de-

ceived, which I think not likely. But they could conspire to

cheat ; motives could be found, and the possibility of cheating

this moral law of our nature did exist. Have we so far any evi-

dence that these men did not so actually cheat it ? Have we not

evidence sufficient to prove that they did ? I would just refer

the reader to the answer analogy might furnish on this point,

viz. Christ's resurrection. Christ was a resident upon earth

thirty years and upwards, well known throughout all Judea, his

humanity certainly not denied by the Jews, his death public,

a fact most notorious, his burial, the watch, the seal. The
Roman guard, each and all, witness its certainty ; the disciples

twice at Jerusalem on the first day of the week, at the sea of

Tiberias also : and Paul likewise affirms of more than five hun-

dred all at once, by whom his resurrection body was seen. He
rose again corporeally ; they who had known him so long before
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could not be mistaken ; they had the evidence of their external
and internal senses. Thomas, the most doubting, was satisfied.

Christ was seen to ascend, and to go up into heaven. I am ut-

terly astonished at the Mormons instituting a comparison in the
two cases, and am fully convinced in my own mind that they
who can see a parallel between the two classes of evidence are

fully qualiiied for perceiving what does not exist, and for com-
prehending how a and 3 make 10, and that they can per-

ceive any one part of a whole to be greater than the whole itself.

These two cases are diametrically opposite ; the latter is laden,

impregnated, saturated with evidence ; the former is dry, sear,

and withered—as devoid of truth and evidence as the autumn
leaf, strewn beneath our feet, is destitute of sap, verdure, and
vitality. Then what cloth analogy say ? Barren of truth, fruit-

ful in error, must be the reply.

I have now finished with this set of witnesses altogether, and
I ask any Mormon, 1st, If he could believe what a dumb man
said ? Smith, in regard to the Book of Mormon is dumb !

2nd, If he would ask a blind man to translate Latin or Greek
;

or rather, if he would take a translation of Ovid's Metamoiphosis
or any other work, to this blind man, and ask him if it was
correct ? Then these three men were blind to the contents of

these plates ! Or 3rdly, If he would believe men too bad for the

Mormon community ? or, if he would have anything to do with

a community too bad for these three consistent, creditable wit-

nesses ? Hoping every honest Mormon will answer to himself

these questions fairly, candidly, and seriously, I now pass on,

as I have in view the conclusion, to examine the nature of the

doctrines taught in this Divinity-less revelation.

I must now refer the reader to page 57, Book of Mormon, and

request him to examine this passage. It is the blessing of

Lehi, the old patriarch, after his voyage to America, and after

having witnessed their signal prosperity. The following is the

passage.

" For it must needs be, that there is an opposition in all things. If not

so, my first-born in the wilderness, righteousness could not be brought to

pass; neither wickedness; neither holiness nor misery; neither good nor

bad. Wherefore, all things must needs be a compound in one ; wherefore,

if it should be one body, it must needs remain as dead, having no life,

neither death nor corruption, nor incorruption, happiness nor misery, neither

seuse nor insensibility. Wherefore, it must needs have been created for a

thing of nought ; wherefore there would have been no purpose in the end of

its creation. Wherefore this thing must needs destroy the wisdom of God,

and his eternal purposes ; and also, the power, and the mercy, and the justice

of God. And if ye shall say there is no law, ye shall also say there is no sin.

If ye shall say there is no sin, ye shall also say there is no righteousness.

And if there be no righteousness, there be no happiness. And if there be no
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righteousness nor happiness, there be no punishment nor misery. And if

these things are not, there is no God. And if there is no God, we are not,

neither the earth ; for there could have been no creation of things, neither to

act nor to be acted upon ; wherefore, all things must have vanished away.

And now, my sons, I speak unto you these things, for your profit and
learning; for there is a God, and he hath created all things, both the heavens
and the earth and all things that in them is ; both things to act, and tbings

to be acted upon ; and to bring about his eternal purposes in the end of man,
after he had created our first parents, and the beasts of the field and the fowls

of the air, and in fine, all things which are created, it must needs be that

there was an opposition ; even the forbidden fruit in opposition to the tree of

life ; the one being sweet and the other bitter ; wherefore, the Lord God gave

unto man, that he should act for himself. Wherefore, man could not act for

himself, save it should be that he was enticed by the one or the other.

And I, Lehi, according to the things which I have read, must needs sup-

pose, that an angel of God, according to tbat which is written,had fallen from
heaven ; wherefore he became a devil, having sought that which was evil

before God. And because he had fallen from heaven, and had become
miserable for ever, he sought also the misery of all mankind. Wherefore,
he said unto Eve, yea, even that old serpent, who is the devil, who is the

father of all lies ; wherefore he said, partake of the forbidden fruit, and ye

shall not die, but ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil. And after

Adam and Eve had partaken of the forbidden fruit, they were driven out of

the garden of Eden, to till the earth. And they have brought forth children
;

yea, even the family of all the earth. And the days of the children of men
were prolonged, according to the will of God, that they might repent while in

the flesh ; wherefore, their state became a s'tate of probation, and their time

was lengthened, according to the commandments which the Lord God gave
unto the children of men. For he gave commandment that all men must
repent ; for he shewed unto all men that they were lost, because of tbe

transgression of their parents. And now, behold, if Adam had not transgress-

ed, he would not have fallen ; but he would have remained in the garden of

Eden. And all things which were created ; and they must have remained
for ever, and had no end. And they would have had no children; wherefore,

they would have remained in a state of innocence, having no joy, for they
knew no misery ; doing no good for they knew no sin. But behold, all

things have been done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all things.

Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy."

The whole scope of this clear and powerful reasoning is this

;

That if there is a God, there must needs be (by that I under-

stand) an eternal necessity existing for the state of things the

writer of the Book of Mormon has described. That in fact, the

existence of Deity absolutely, necessarily, and inseparably, was
and is dependant upon the existence of misery, evil, and sin,

that unless the opposite of all the attributes Deity is

possessed of were in existence, the Deity himself could not exist.

That the Divine Being and the Infernal King are necessarily

co-existent ; that if you annihilate the Deity, his Satanic Majesty
might still continue to exist ; but annihilate the Devil and
Deity ceases to be. For says the Book of Mormon, there must
needs be that there is an opposition in all things. Or that as an
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eternal necessity exists for opposition in all things, and that as
non-existence and existence are in opposition, consequently, the
non-existence of God himself, was eternally necessary to his
eternal existence. I ask the reader if this is not truth ? Then
he specifies particularly, the nature of the opposition, it is a
moral opposition; and goes on to say, that unless this
necessary opposition was admitted, we could not admit the
existence of the supreme Being; and therefore, destroy all evil

subjectively, qualitatively and essentially, and you, at the same
time, strike an annihilative blow at the person, the attributes

arid the essence of Deity himself. An attack is made upon the
omnipotence, the infinity, and the eternity of the Godhead ; and
the Devil and Deity are made co-eternal, co-equal, and co-exten-

sive. I think it may not be a matter of great surprise, if with a
doctrine like this, the sacred Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament are so disesteemed by these Mormons ; for instead of

their Scriptures and ours being necessarily co-existent, I tbink
they will appear to be contradictory opposites. Believe the one,

and you must necessarily disbelieve the other ; they cannot both
be true at the same time.

The Mormon writer then proceeds to say, that if there had
been no God, (the necessary opposition to his existence being

proved in their demonstrative way) there could have been neither

eartb, nor men upon the earth, nor any thing created, neither

active, passive, or neuter, and that there being nothing in

existence whatever, neither elements simple, nor elements com-
pounded, then this nothing, this created nihility, another Mor-
mon world would have, " and must have vanished aivay ." I have

no doubt whatsoever, but the Mormons, especially all who have

been baptized, may be able, to form to themselves an ade-

quate idea of the imposing magnificence of this sublime spec-

tacle, viz.—a world of nothing vanishing away, as they have

been able clearly to perceive a world of nothing springing into

existence on the American continent. This doctrine the Mor-

mons teach, says the quotation, "for our profit and learning.'"

We are now conducted into the Garden of Eden by our

illegitimate and bastard production,—owned by neither beaven

above, the earth beneath, nor regions under the eartb,—and we
are told that in the Garden of Eden there also " must needs be

this opposition." The reader will perceive that our author has

now come down a step ; the previous opposition existed prior to

the creation, and this to which we now allude, was the necessary

opposition in the Garden of Eden, " even the forbidden fruit in

opposition to the tree of life, the one being bitter and the other

sweet." And here I would remark, that it was absolutely
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essentially, and eternally necessary, that God should plant these

two trees of an opposite nature, and yet that he overcame the
invincible necessity up to this present period ; and not being
able to withstand it any longer, this eternal necessity proved
more omnipotent than Omnipotence itself. Does the reader

understand this ?

And " the Lord gave unto man that he should act for him-
self," i. e. gave man the power and privilege of free-agency.

And yet the same consistent author, whoever he is, and whereso-

ever he is, proceeds to say, that although God made man a free

agent, he had not the power to act of and by his own free will.

Adam had legs to walk with—he had the power of walking, and
tbe will to give to that power an impetus by which it could be
put and sustained in operation ; but at the same time the will

was not free, and could not be exercised without the pressure

or aid of some external circumstances, and that therefore cir-

cumstances were superior to his will ; and inanimate matter
devoid of life and reason, governs the minds and souls of men :

in fact, that mind and matter have become to sustain inverted

relations.

If I am not much mistaken this looks like Socialism, for I

asserts that by this Mormon argument, man is made not only
" a little lower than the angels," but considerably lower than
the brute creation ; I shall however limit its application to the

Mormons solely, and repudiate the doctrine as inapplicable to

the rest of mankind, inferring that they (the Mormons) occupy

a special contra-position to man under the animal genus, and
that under the constitutive difference distinctive of man they

are not entitled to be comprehended or classed.

The unknown author of the Book of Mormon proceeds to

state, that by eating of the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve were

driven out of the Garden of Eden,—that in consequence of

transgression, their period of existence was prolonged,—the

number of their days was lengthened, and that disobedience was
the cause of their continued existence ; therefore had not Adam
and Eve partaken of the forbidden fruit, their mortal existence

must soon have terminated, as we are told " by eating thereof

their years were lengthened and their days prolonged ;" so that

Milton was quite in ignorance and error when he ascribes

death and all our woes to

" The fruit of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste," &c.

as also the Apostle, when he says, that " by sin entered death."

Mormonism also assigns man's disobedience as the cause of

Adam's progeny, for it states they would have had no children
;
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and thus the fructific power of mankind was communicated
posterior to the fall ; therefore the creative work was not finished
in six days, and Moses's history of the creation, or the
history of the Mormons must be false. I shall leave the
reader to decide the question ; and if, as the Mormons say, they
are both divine in their origin, then the Mormons are guilty

before the world of affiliating a falsehood upon the God of truth.

I leave this also for the Mormons to settle and adjust between
their own consciences and that Being whom they so unjustly
and blasphemously charge. If however, transgression was the
cause of Adam's continued existence, and continued existence

the cause Adam's posterity, it follows, the greater a man's trans-

gressions, the more numerous will be his years, and the more
numerous his years, the greater his generative fecundity.

Our notoriously wicked author, then proceeds to inform us
that, had our first parents remained in a state of innocency,

(which power he has previously denied him, " for there must
needs be an opposition,") they had had no joy, for they knew no
misery, and doing no good, for they knew no sin.

The reader will easily perceive the scope and drift of these

propositions ;—first, innocent Adam and Eve had no joy.

I presume the Mormons will allow that when Adam and Eve
were created, they had a body and a soul ; that they had cor-

poreal faculties, mental or intellectual powers, and moral capa-

bilities. If, therefore, the negative of joy means any thing, it

means that the souls of our first parents did not possess either

the quality of joy, or its intransitive action or operation. I can-

not admit that either the actual existence, or even the knowledge

of misery, should be necessary to the existence of joy. Angels

we are told have joy. It is an essential quality of their nature.

Destroy joy, and you would destroy their angelic existence.

That snow should each alternate winter be black, is not neces-

sary to its whiteness. Snow is not cognisant of the existence of

black, and yet snow is white, and if a Mormon should even

object to the terms white and black, as arbitrary and artificial

signs, he gains nothing. Black and white are, as applied to the

snow, contradictory opposites; and that so far from being necessary

to the existence of each other, the negation of one is absolutely

necessary to the existence of the other. A Mormon might as

well attempt to prove that sight, and its opposite, were necessary

to the existence of each other. If I possess the natural power

of sight, is it not natural, and does it not flow as a consequence

therefrom, that I should sometimes, at least, be found to exercise

that power ? And if joy be a quality of the soul, a faculty of

man, is it improbable that that faculty should be exercised?
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The loadstone has the quality of attraction. Will a Mormon '

say that that quality in action, never can, and does exist ? If

so, then I can readily admit, that he can perceive a man to have
the quality of joy, and yet, that there should be a complete nega-

tive to all its operations. The Mormons might as well go a step

further, and call in question the constituted difference between <

himself and the animals existing in the woods of America.
However, our Mormon author is absolutely certain that Adam

and Eve in a state of innocence were doing no good, neither

naturally, nor morally, nor intellectually. This proposition is

—

innocent Adam and Eve did no good, or Adam and Eve in

innocency were " doing no good/' for they knew no sin. The
same remark applies here that was applied to the former propo-

sition, viz. That a knowledge of sin, or its actual existence, is

not necessary to the existence of moral good. But on the con-

trary, that the negation of evil, or at least its privation is es-

sentially necessary to the existence of any and every morally

good action, or, that moral good, implies the non-existence of

moral evil when applied to particular actions, and that to uni-

versal good existing, is implied the universal non-existence of

moral evil. All actions are either morally good or evil ; but
says our author, they were not good, that is certain, then neces-

sarily they must have been evil. Adam and Eve were created

by a Being of infinite goodness and unspotted purity ; and there-

fore infinite purity and goodness created Adam essentially evil.

We are told that God is good ; that Adam was created in His
image ; and therefore, if Adam was not good, he must have
been the image of goodness ; I will therefore take the liberty of

proposing a question to the Mormons, and will ask them what
the image of sound is ; is not the image of sound an echo ?

And what is an echo but a real sound, perceptible by the sense

of hearing, and thus as much existent as the sound from whence *>

it proceeds. Yet Adam and Eve created in the moral likeness

of their Creator, the reflex of the moral nature of Deity, in a life

of innocent action, did no good, ergo did nothing but evil. But
whatsoever proceedeth from the Creator of the world must be

good ; Adam and Eve proceeded from the hands of the Creator,

and therefore they must have been good, and being good essen- •

tially, all their thoughts, words, and actions, could not be other-

wise than good. I have therefore, I hope, proved that in these

respects the Book of Mormon is contradictory to common sense,

reason, and Scripture; and judging common sense, reason,

and Scripture, to be more trusty guides than Mormonism

;

we conclude the Book of Mormon fallacious, deceitful, and
\

mendacious.
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Page 385 we are informed, that prior to the Christian era,

some believers or disciples in America, were called Christians.

St. Paul states, " the disciples were Jirst called Christians at

Antioch," and that posterior to the coming of Christ. One
states affirmatively prior, the other states equally affirmatively

posterior, or rather, one denies particularly , what the other

universally affirms, and thus is perceived the difference both in

quantity and quality. There they are, the oi.ie in the Book of Mor-
mon, and the other in the Bible, at irreconcileable enmity. I can-

not, and will not, attempt to charge upon the Deity so glaring

an untruth. That the Mormons can do with all the sangfroid
in the world, I cannot doubt; everything must give way that

stands opposed to the Book of Mormon. The Mormons are ail

faith when it is, "thus it is written" in their bastard composition;

but as regards what is written, spoken, or sworn, extra muros,

they are the very strictest and most implicit followers of Des
Cartes or Malebranche. They know no via media between all

faith, and no faith, and thus they shun the via tutissima.

Mormonism monopolizes the ivhole of the faith they possess, so

that not the least crevice is left for the admission of the plainest

truth that may be waiting and applying for admission. I there-

fore deny that the Book of Mormon is a Divine revelation
;

if not Divine, it is human, and if human, possibility to err

exists, and that which is to all human productions a contingency,

in the case of the Book of Mormon, has an actual demonstrated

existence. If the Mormons persist, perfas et nefas, to affirm

that Mormonism possesses more evidence than the Scriptures,

I cannot wonder that they should believe the Book of Mormon
in preference ; but that the two productions are irreconcileable,

proceeding from two different and opposite sources, is, I think,

quite evident. The Mormons, therefore, to be consistent,

should reject the one or the other as a spurious production.

But that would not be Mormon consistency. It is Mormon
consistency to neither abandon the Church proved too bad for its

founders ; nor yet to renounce the founders proved too bad for

their Church. They will not abandon our Scriptures thus

branded by theirs with falsehood and error ; nor will they

abandon the Booh of Mormon, which is thus stigmatised by the

Bible ; they find their very element of religious existence in the

possibility of " to be" and " not to be," at the same time, or in

the intervening space between something and nothing, and
therefore not essential to anything or anybody ; all entity repu-

diates their history and their doctrines, and to nonentity they

are equally unknown.
I have now gone through what I consider the principal and

c
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. most prominent indications of the total absence of evidence, and
have come to the conclusion, which I think is in strict accord-

ance with common sense, reason, and Scripture, that the Mor-
mons must be very owl-eyed indeed. Certain I am. that there

is not one tittle of evidence to afford a medium of light by which
the act of perception could be performed, according to the origi-

nal and universal constitution of our nature. Evidence, of all

and every kind, the only medium of discovering its truth, is far

away and for ever absent; and the darkness, revealing the un-
earthly, but distinctly and clearly traced features of falsehood, it

stands before the world in the bold effrontery and personifica-

tion of a Mormonistic hierarchy. I have corresponded with
some of those who have been atNauvoo, and from their personal

observation and experience, have pronounced it a gross imposi-

tion. I have had several written communications upon the

subject, all of which go to prove that disappointment, sorrow,

and loss, await its victims.

Any reader wishing to trace the practical workings of the sys-

tem will find a full account in a work published by a Mr. Bennet,
who had intimate, extensive, and unreserved opportunity of

scrutinizing it with a vigilant eye. Many are the families which
have embraced its doctrine ; who, with sincerity doubtless, but
with want of judgment I must say, are sacrificing their tempo-
ral interests in this country, and staking their present comfort

and eternal welfai-e on what they no doubt think, or imagine, a

durable foundation, but which time and patience will prove to

be more unsubstantial than " the baseless fabric of a vision,"

that " leaves not a wreck behind."
Having cursorily and briefly, yet I hope with sufficient

clearness shown, that the Book of Mormon cannot lay claim to

the distinguished name of Truth, on account of its destitution

of evidence, the great characteristic and criterion by which we
determine what is truth, and what falsehood,—that its history

is utterly unworthy of credit, in not being able to answer the

demands of the only tests which can be applied, thereby

proving that it never had a substratum of facts on which to

rest its superstructure,—it cannot claim any higher appella-

tion than that of Fiction. What is imaginary cannot be

binding on the conscience of any man ; but is, as before

stated, frequently a delusive light, an ignis fatuus, endan-

gering the moral and religious safety and happiness of the

sincere inquirer after truth.

I have also attempted to show, that the translator of the plates

has not, from some reason or other, thought it proper to give his

own testimony to the correctness and reality of his version, in
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connexion with the other three, by which omission the professed
revelation is left without one competent human authority, and
is deprived of the testimony of all the external and also internal
senses of man. I have also shown that the witnesses have at-

tested to their hearing the voice of the Lord, and that voice
bearing testimony to the reality, truth, and correctness of the
translation ; but whether the three men can be considered as

supplying sufficient evidence in a professedly momentous matter
of this kind, is another thing. I have remarked upon the few
ness of their number, the appearances of collusion, the want of

opportunity for its contradiction, its private nature, and the
possibility and probability of their being deceivers; and, that a

revelation of this kind can only be received upon the most
undoubted testimony. I have alluded to the fact of the whole
three becoming dissociated from the body of Mormons, and from
thence infer their ivant of conviction in the truth of their previ-

ous mission,—that their conduct in this respect speaks in lan-

guage more unequivocal than any words,—and proves to a de-

monstration, their want of sincerity ; that the mask they had
assumed was not comfortable, convenient, or elegant, and only

to be worn when counterbalanced by great temporal gratifica-

tion and prospect of gain.

I would ask any Mormon reader what he would think of the

New Testament, although abounding in other evidence, if it

could be alleged that the three witnesses of our Saviour's trans-

figuration had. abandoned his cause posterior to their testimony,

by which they were, to some extent, pledged to the world, and on

which their character as men of veracity depended, and had
renounced all communication with Christ himself and his disci-

ples, by that means giving a more emphatic denial against, than

they had previously affirmatively given in their testimony for,

the truth of the facts related. I ask whether the fact of the

transfiguration could be, on their testimony, entitled to credit?

I trow not. For if they did not consider their own testimony

binding upon themselves, how could it be expected to be obliga-

tory upon others ?

Or, if the whole of the Evangelists and Apostles posterior to

their testimony, had renounced the cause to which they had been

previously attached, and to which they had committed their

characters as honest men—what should we think of them ami

the cause they had so speedily renounced ? Would it not imply

one of two things, viz.—either a want of sincerity and deep

conviction of the truth and importance of the cause to which

they had become responsible before the world ; or on the other

hand, a want of power in that truth they had embraced, prov-
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ing itself inefficient for all the practical purposes of life, and
have rendered it altogether unworthy of that dignified name.
But, instead of either of these two cases transpiring, it was quite

otherwise. These witnesses had a full and firm conviction of

its truth, and they found the efficacy and buoyancy of the truth

equal to all their difficulties, dangers, -and tribulations.

I grant that men are fallible, weak, and sometimes irresolute,

of which Peter himself was a memorable and conspicuous

instance ; but this was one out of the number of the apostles,

and also one out of the company of the disciples might be men-
tioned ; but instead of this weakening the validity of the

evidence upon which tbe history and doctrines of the New Testa-

ment rest, it rather proves confirmatory, and shows, that the

temptations, and the dangers, to which these early Christians

were exposed, were of an extraordinary kind, degree, intensity,

and magnitude, and thus strengthened the testimony of the

remainder who remained " firm, steadfast, and unmoveable.'"

But in the Mormon case, the whole are deserters, and never

publicly repair the mischief they have done. If the Mormons
will have these three men of such undoubted credibility, I must
conclude, that being the only buttresses they ever had, instead of

these propping and supporting the Mormon body, the Mormon
body is obliged to stick to these runaways, knowing that when
they go, all is gone. But they have gone, and the whole founda-

tion has gone too

!

I have further shown that the doctrines of the Book of Mor-
mon are unscriptural, unphilosophical, irrational, and contra-

dictory to the dictates of common sense; that the Mormons, in

denying to innocent man the affections of the soul, have under-

mined his rationality, and have reduced man in Paradise to the

rank of Monboddo's intelligent and beautiful species.

I have also shown that man in Paradise was capable of doing

good, both naturally and morally ; also, that in order to the

existence of all things, opposition is not, and was not absolutely

essential ; and if, after these statements, it can be proved that

truth can be perceived without evidence, then the Mormons
may by possibility be right, and all the world besides may be

wrong ; for all must be in equal darkness and equal ignorance,

and a moral and intellectual chaos, more confounded than the

fabled chaos at earth's creation, must be the inevitable result.

But if, on the other hand, it cannot be proved, and if evidence

is so essentially and inseparably connected with truth, and is its

only medium of perceptibility, then I ask any Mormon, where,
in the name of common sense, is the evidence of your pretended
truths, by which your Mormon Bible can be believed. Its his-



29

tory has not any evidence ; nor its witnesses, nor its doctrines.

Analogy denies them, each and all ; and in proportion to the
completeness of the absence of all evidence, so complete is the
evidence that it is—to speak as mildly as possible—a complete
fiction. If the contents of the Book of Mormon are without evi-

dence, it is morally and metaphysically impossible that they can
be true ; and it is therefore equally impossible that they can be
otherwise than false ! The certainty of its fictitious nature is

greater than that the sun on the morrow's morn will gild the
eastern horizon and irradiate this our earth ! This is only a
mere contingency, it is possible it may be otherwise ; but will

any Mormon, on retiring this evening to rest believe that such
a direful event as the cessation of the diurnal motion of the solar

orb will occur ? Certainly not. He is confident that our world
will be gladdened by his returned effulgence. Then, I ask,

why in one case have such an implicit faith in what is a mere
physical contingency, while in the other, you refuse to believe

that Mormonism is an empty shadow, the product of a bewil-

dered brain, when it has evidence both of a moral and meta-

physical nature, to prove that it cannot by possibility—I may
almost say human or divine—be true ! Before Mormonism can
be true, the nature of man, the nature of truth, and the nature

of Deity himself, must be totally subverted.

If the arguments adduced in this pamphlet are of sufficient

weight in their own nature,—if they have intrinsic force ade-

quate to compel conviction in my mind, that this Mormon work
is nought but fiction, that the fabric reared thereupon is baseless,

false, and unsafe as a religious and political asylum, and that

the Mormon hierarchy is a puerile conceit, or a maniac's raving

;

andthatit betrays amoral and mental sickliness, infirmity, decrep-

itude, and perversion; and if this conviction, thus grounded, is

equal to the full justification of all who abstain from Mormonite
communion, to absolve all such in the sight of God and man,
then it is proved, that unless they are productive of similar re-

sults among the Mormons, their understandings must be barri-

caded with prejudices, and their hearts influenced by other

motives than love of truth ; that their object and aim is not so

much a clear conscience, as the attachment to self-opinion,

self-will, and to the delusion of an erring and corrupted imagi-

nation. I am utterly astonished both at Mormon priests and

Mormon people, who can hurl with such unsparing hands mis-

siles of opprobrious vituperation, epithets of censorious obloquy,

and appellatives of maledictory denunciation, against all those

who reject this counterfeit system, this base forgery, this spurious

paper production only current in the tenebrious shades of night.
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and whose sole culpability, so far as the Mormons are concerned,

consists in an impotency to overcome those moral laws of their

nature, by which they are instinctively led, while they them-
selves are dwelling in houses of glass, vulnerable in all points

and parts, and who are capable of being repelled and discom-

fitted in argument by the weakest and most powerless assailant.

In concluding this short sketch of some of the features of

Mormonism, I would request the Mormons to re-peruse their

fictitious Bible, to recommend its entire re-construction, or to

abandon it.altogether in hopeless despair ! to give a more ra-

tional cmfce in the selection of books for instruction, and if they

need works -6f imagination, I can recommend them to one every

way more worthy of their attention than the Book of Mormon,
viz. the volume of fables which may be called the Book of .ZEsop.

I have how completed my purpose, and in closing would re-

mark, that my object has been, in the briefest manner, to lay be-

fore the public the groundwork of this jejune and empty system
;

to point out to the Mormons the weaknesses, the infirmities, and
the immedicabilia vulnera of their system ; to show that they are

of such an essential and vital character, and of such a fatal

nature, that nothing less than a total abscission of these parts

can be tolerated, and that the performance of this operation

would- indeed be necessary, to such a mutilative extent. to

reflect in a highly criminatory degree upon tbe divine aut>or of

the revelation, and that therefore, whichever side of the question

the Mormon takes, he runs his head against horns that must
at least prove very uncomfortable, and from between which it

will be his greatest wisdom, safety and bappiness, securely and
speedily to extricate himself.

FINIS.
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