
Bo
tc

ha
n 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 S

ōs
ek

i 
N

at
su

m
e 

 

Botchan by Sōseki Natsume

Botchan  is  the  s tory  of  a  young  math  teacher  from  Tokyo  whose  f irs t 
assignment  takes  him  to  a  middle  school  in  the  country  s ide.  His 
arr ival  there  is  not  very  lucky:  The  pupi ls  are  bound  to  test  his 
perseverance  and  cheer i ly  comments  every  s ingle  one  of  his  perceived 
missteps.  In  the  teacher's  room,  he  soon  f inds  himsel f  in  the  middle  of 
an  intr igue  between  the  jovia l  "Porcupine"  and  the  fat  "Hubbard 
Squash"  on  one  s ide,  and  the  effeminate  "Red  Shir t"  and  his  fo l lower 
"Clown" on the other.  Wil l  Botchan choose the r ight  s ide in the end? 

Botchan -  with  moral i ty  as  the  main  theme -  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
novels in Japan. Sōseki  Natsume bases the s tory on his own experience 
as teacher in Matsuyama, his f i rs t  assignment  away from Tokyo. 
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