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On September 1st, 1858, the political functions of the Directors

ceased, but the Company still existed for the management of th

eir

‘“East India Stock”, all other property being vested in the Crown
for the purposes of the government of India. An Act of 1873

redeemed the dividends on the capital-stock, and on June 1st, 18
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after its long, chequered, and, on the whole, glorious history, the
East India Company was finally dissolved. The great statutes of
1858 and 1861, which reformed the Home (or British) and the
Local Indian Government made the changes now to be described.
The President of the Board of Control became, with greatly
enlarged powers, a “Secretary of State for India”, assisted
by a Council of fifteen members. The Indian, or Company’s,
navy ceased to exist, and the European troops of the Com-
pany, numbering about 24,000 officers and men, passed into
the Queen’s service. The “ Governor-General” became a “ Vice-
roy”, with supreme power in India, assisted by an executive and
a legislative council. The Viceroy’s Executive Council, generally
composed of five official members besides the Viceroy and the
Commander-in-chief in India, meets at brief regular intervals, divid-
ing among themselves the chief departments of public business,
foreign affairs, finance, war, public works, &c. The Viceroy has
at once the duties of a prime-minister and a constitutional sove-
reign, with special charge of the foreign department. The
Legislative Council includes the members of the Executive, with
the addition of the Governor of the Province, officials chosen by
the Viceroy from other Provinces, and nominated members repre-
senting the non-official native and European communities. The
meetings of the Legislative Council, usually held once a week, are
open to the public, and draft-Bills, after being amended by the
several Provincial governments concerned, are published a certain
number of times in the official Gazette. The Presidencies of
Bombay and Madras, Bengal (as a Lieutenant-Governorship), and
the North-Western Provinces with Oudh, have also Provincial
Legislative Councils, with members appointed by the Governors or
Lieutenant-Governors, such nominations, like the legislation passed,
being subject to the approval of the Viceroy. The “High Courts”
of Justice exist in the Lieutenant-Governorships of Bengal, and the
North-Western Provinces, and in the Presidencies of Madras and
Bombay, with supreme jurisdiction both in civil and criminal affairs,
subject only to an appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council in London. The puisne or assistant judges in these
Courts are chosen in certain proportions from the Indian Civil
Service and from the English or the local Bars, and include natives
who have shown themselves to be highly competent for such work.

|
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In the Punjab and in Oudh, there are “Chief Courts”; in the
Central Provinces, and in Upper and Lower Burma, “Judicial
Commissioners” have power. In Assam, there is a * Chief Com-
missioner” as judge, with appeal from him to the High Court at
Calcutta.

The law administered in the Indian Courts consists chiefly of
(1) enactments of Indian Legislative Councils, present and prior to
1858; (2) Acts of Parliament applying to India; (3) Hindu and
Mohammedan laws of inheritance, and domestic law, in causes
affecting Mohammedans and Hindus; (4) customary law affect-
ing particular races and castes. The later period of British sway
in India has been nobly distinguished by progress in the simplifi-
cation and the lucid statement of law. No agency for good has
been more powerful in British India than the administration of
justice according to British ideas of veracity and equitable dealing.
The morality of vast populations has thus been visibly improved.
To this great advantage has now been added, through modern
Codes, rare excellence in the form, comprehensiveness, and clear-
ness of the law. These codes, of which the Penal Code has been
already described, are wholly the product, except the Penal Code,
of the time during which India has been governed by the Crown.
The Codes of Criminal and Civil Procedure, and the Code of
Substantive Civil Law, have almost completed the good work of
enabling any man of fair intelligence who can read, to learn on any
point in practical life the law by which his conduct should be guided
and controlled.

A memorable event came to pass on November 1st, 1858,
when “all the people, nations, and languages” of India received
their Magna Charta from Queen Victoria. At a solemn daréar
(Durbar, or state-reception) held at Allahabad, Lord Canning, the
first Viceroy, published the Royal Proclamation, announcing that
the Queen had assumed the government of the British territories.
This grand document breathed a noble spirit of generosity, benevo-
lence, and religious toleration. All existing dignities, rights, usages,
and treaties were confirmed. The natives were assured that the
British government had neither the right nor the desire to tamper
with their religion or caste. An amnesty was accorded to all
mutineers and rebels, save only those who should be proved to
have taken a direct share in the murder of British subjects.
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Translated into all the languages of the country, this proclamation
was warmly and gratefully recognized by the general intelligence
of the people. On July 8th, 1859, peace was proclaimed through-
out India, and in the following cold season Canning made a vice-
regal progress through the northern provinces. At a grand darbar
held at Agra in November, where his dignified presence created a
profound and ineffaceable impression, he received the homage of
many loyal princes and chiefs, to whom, in his sovereign’s name,
he guaranteed the right of adopting a son who should succeed, on
the failure of natural heirs, to the government of their several
principalities. The question so hotly disputed in regard to the
action, in several instances, of Lord Dalhousie, was thus finally
settled.

The financial position had been greatly changed through the
increase of the public debt of India by 40 millions sterling in the
cost of suppressing the revolt, and the annual expenditure was
augmented by about 10 millions in the charge due to military
changes, whereby a far greater European force was maintained.
Mr. James Wilson, a distinguished political economist and parlia-
mentary financier, was sent out from England as Financial Mem-
ber of Council, in which capacity, at the cost of his life amidst his
arduous toils, he rendered eminent service. A State paper-
currency was established, the customs-duties were settled on a new
basis, and a licence-duty and an income-tax were imposed. It is
impossible here to go far into the lengthy and complicated subject
of Indian revenue. The most important sources are land, opium,
salt, stamps, and excise. The present value of a rupee is about
Is., ten rupees thus making about 10s., or one-half of a pound.
The following figures mean tens of rupees, and in the financial
year 1894—95 land-revenue produced over 25 millions, opium-
duty over 8 millions, the salt-duty above 814 millions, stamps
nearly 4% millions, and excise over 5 millions. The civil salaries
paid reached nearly 1414 millions, the army cost above 25
millions. The whole expenditure (which includes the railway-
account of nearly 21 millions against 19 millions received) reached
over 94 millions against 95 millions of total revenue. “The total
debt, still in tens of rupees, amounts to over 230 millions. The
land-tax is based upon the very ancient Eastern system of the
State appropriating a share of the produce of the soil. Under
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British rule, with its justice and stability, individual proprietary
right in land has arisen, along with occupancy-right or fixity of
tenure for the peasant-cultivators, and legal titles have been sub-
stituted for unwritten customs. The Government-share of the
produce of the soil, paid in coin to the revenue-officers, a little
exceeds 5 per cent, taking the average land-tax throughout India.
Under native rule, the amount seized by the government varied
from 33 to 60 per cent.

Like his illustrious predecessor Dalhousie, Lord Canning sacri-
ficed his life in the faithful discharge of his arduous duties. Quitting
India in March, 1862, he died on June 17th, before he had been a
month in England, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. His
title of earl, conferred in 1859, became extinct from lack of any
surviving son. The second Viceroy of India was James Bruce,
eighth Earl of Elgin in the peerage of Scotland, first Baron Elgin
(1849) in the peerage of the United Kingdom, son of the Earl of
Elgin who brought from Athens the famous sculptures in the
British Museum known as the ““ Elgin Marbles”. The new ruler,
as we shall see hereafter, had displayed signal ability as Governor
of Jamaica and Governor-General of Canada. His decision of
character was finely shown when, in 1857, on his way to China as
minister-plenipotentiary at the time of the Second Chinese War, he
heard at Singapore of the outbreak of the Indian Mutiny, and
promptly diverted to Lord Canning’s aid the troops destined for
China. His diplomatic services in China and Japan in 1858 and
1860 have been already noticed. During his brief term of office in
India, trouble arose on the north-west frontier and in Bhutan, an
independent state of the eastern Himalayas. In the north-west,
the wild mountain-tribes of the Sulaiman range, running south-
wards from the Hindu Kush into Sind, renewed their raids on
British territory in the Punjab. These ignorant, barbarous, blood-
thirsty, and treacherous Mohammedan fanatics, with internecine
blood-feuds amongst themselves, but ever ready to unite against
foreigners, were the people against whom Lord Dalhousie estab-
lished the Punjab Irregular Force. The special aggressors on this
occasion were a sect of Mohammedan puritans, called Wahabis,
who had migrated from Bengal about 1830, and settled some forty
miles to the north of Attock, in the Sitana district. It was known
that from time to time they received supplies of men and money
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from disaffected Mohammedans at Patna, 1200 miles away, and it
was thought well to give them a sharp chastisement. A force of
sooo men under General Sir Neville Chamberlain was sent to
attack them by way of the Umbeyla Pass, lying on Afghan terri-
tory. The coming of the assailants was known, and the Wahabis
obtained the aid of all the neighbouring tribes by the artful false-
hood that the British infidels were coming to lay waste their
country and subvert their religion. In the Umbeyla Pass, nine
miles long, Chamberlain and his troops found themselves entrapped
and surrounded by many thousands of men. It was impossible to
advance without reinforcements, and almost hopeless to attempt to
retire in face of swarming foes in front and on both flanks, while
the rear was blocked by the mules, camels, and baggage of the
invaders themselves. General Chamberlain was wounded, and at
that moment the Viceroy, Lord Elgin, lay in a dying condition at
the hill-station of Dharmsala in the Punjab. There he expired in
November, 1863, and was buried in the churchyard. At this crisis,
Sir Hugh Rose, the Commander-in-Chief, sent up reinforcements
in hot haste from Lahore, and General Garvock, the successor of
Chamberlain, with a force of gooo men, routed all the opposing
tribes in a brilliant little campaign.

After a brief tenure of power, as acting-Viceroy, by Sir William
Denison, Governor of Madras, Sir John Lawrence was appointed
third Viceroy. Born at Richmond, in Yorkshire, in 1811, son of
Lieut.-Colonel Lawrence, who served at the storming of Seringa-
patam, he entered the civil service of the Company after a distin-
guished career at Haileybury. The early years of his official life
were passed in magisterial and revenue duties in the North-West
Provinces, where he acquired the experience and the knowledge of
native character and needs which enabled him to obtain, as we
have seen, such high distinction as ruler of the Punjab. His firm
and beneficent sway won the respect and good-will of the conquered
Sikhs. His prudent, prompt, and daring action on the outbreak
of the Mutiny justly gained for him the glorious title of “ Saviour
of India”. His despatch of reinforcements made him the real
conqueror of Delhi. On his return to England, he received fitting
rewards in the thanks of Parliament, a pension of £2000 a-year, a
baronetcy, a seat in the Privy Council, and a knighthood in the
new “ Most Exalted Order of the Star of India”, whose motto is
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“Heaven’s Light our Guide”. His services had already won for him
the Grand Cross of the Bath, and, on the death of Lord Elgin, his
appointment to the vacant post received universal public approval.
His five-years’ tenure of office showed his accustomed wisdom and
energy, and, in view of events to be hereafter dealt with, we may
note that, in foreign policy, he was always opposed to British
interference in Asia beyond the frontier at Peshawar, and, regard-
less of panic-mongers on the subject of Russia, he would have no
intriguing in Afghan affairs.

The first duty of the new Viceroy was that of dealing with the
Bhutanese, a barbarous people of Buddhist religion and utterly
degraded character, living among the lofty mountains bounded on
the north by Thibet, and on the south by Assam and Bengal.
They had long given just offence to the Indian government by
depredations committed on British subjects in the lowland district
called the Dwars or passes, to the south. Many people were slain
by these raiders, and many more were carried off as slaves. Sir
William Denison, the acting-Viceroy at the close of 1863, sent the
Hon. Ashley Eden on a mission to demand reparation. He was
not only received with insult and defiance, but was forced to sign a
treaty giving over to Bhutan the territory on which the outrages
had been committed, and which they claimed as their own. Sir
John Lawrence, who had arrived in India in January, 1864, at
once repudiated this discreditable arrangement, and demanded the
immediate restoration of all British subjects kidnapped during the
past five years. On refusal, he proclaimed, in November, 1864,
the annexation of the eleven western or Bengal Dwars. In
January, 1865, after a seeming submission, the Bhutanese suddenly
attacked our garrison at Diwangiri, in Assam, and the troops were
forced to retire with the loss of two mountain-guns. ~ Reinforce-
ments under General Tombs soon put matters right, and the enemy
were compelled to sue for peace, concluded in November, 1865.
All the eighteen Dwars of Bengal and Assam were ceded to our
rule; the captives were restored; and the Indian government, with
the clemency of strength, agreed to pay an annual allowance, con-
ditional on good behaviour, in lieu of the revenue, in the shape of
rents, lost by the Bhutan rulers through our annexation of territory.
Permanent peace and prosperity for the new and old British districts
followed this settlement.
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A very different foe was face to face with the Viceroy in 1866.
This was the dreadful famine in Orissa, a province subject to
drought as well as to inundation, both arising from want of due
control over the water-supply. Abundance of rain (62 inches per
annum) is the rule of the fertile deltaic land, but no storage was
made against the day of need. When a rupee will buy but 21 Ibs.
of rice, it is held that a famine needing operations of relief is come.
In April, 1866, rice was at 11 lbs. per rupee, and the poorer classes
were in imminent danger of starvation. Prices continued to rise,
and in July, in lack of rice, the people were resorting to the grasses
in the fields for food. Relief-committees were started, and rice
sent by the government from Bengal was distributed to the help-
less and to those who were capable of labour on relief-works.
Every effort was made to meet the terrible evil, and many thou-
sands of pounds were expended. One government agent stated
that, “for miles round you heard the yell of the famishing crowds
for food”. In August, heavy rains caused serious disease from cold
and wet, and then all the low-lying country was flooded. In
November, the crop of new rice began to come into the markets,
and the dreadful famine abated, after having slain, with its concur-
rent disease, about one-fourth of a population of nearly 3 millions.
In 1868-69 there were serious famines in Bundelkhand and Upper
Hindustan, and these caused Sir John Lawrence, for the first time
in Indian history, to establish the principle of making government
officials personally responsible for using all possible efforts to pre-
vent death by starvation.

The affairs of Afghanistan were forced upon the attention of
the Indian Viceroy by the death of Dost Mahommed Khan in June,
1863, and by the advance of Russian power in Central Asia. That
great European and Asiatic monarchy had pushed her troops
beyond the Jaxartes and was approaching the Oxus. At the same
time, the decease of the powerful Afghan ruler, who had remained
firm to the British alliance since 1855, brought war between his
sons for the succession to the throne. In the end, his younger
son, Sher Ali, already recognized as Amir by Sir John Lawrence,
obtained full possession of the country, and was propitiated by a
gift of money and arms from the Indian government. In January,
1869, Sir John Lawrence resigned office, after filling every post of
the Indian Civil Service from an assistant-magistracy upwards.
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He returned to England, received a peerage as the well-earned
reward of capacity and energy rarely equalled in modern days, and,
after ten years’ more good work, partly as chairman of the London
School Board in its earliest days, he was buried in July, 1879,
within the walls of Westminster Abbey.

The successor of Lord Lawrence was the Earl of Mayo, a
statesman who, as Lord Naas, had been thrice Chief-Secretary of
Ireland under Lord Derby as Premier. Head of the Bourkes of
County Kildare, born in Dublin in 1822, he became a well-liked
member of the House of Commons, and showed much capacity for
public business in his Irish office, but his selection by Mr. Disraeli,
in his first ministry, for the Viceregal office in India completely
took the British world by surprise. Lord Mayo was destined to
nobly fulfil the requirements of his great promotion and to prove,
in his own case, his chief’s keen insight as a judge of mankind.
He rose in a short time to the height of his new position, and,
under the ministry of his political opponent, Mr. Gladstone, worked
in harmony with the new Secretary for India, the Duke of Argyll.
The dignified, courtly, and charming demeanour of an Irish gentle-
man of the highest type won for him a social popularity in India
which had not been attained by any recent ruler at Calcutta. As
an administrator Lord Mayo showed admirable zeal and ability.
He largely developed the railway and telegraph systems planned
and commenced by Dalhousie. Education, commercial and mining
enterprise, were greatly promoted. To him were due the creation
of an Agricultural Department, and the introduction of a system of
Provincial Finance which, in connection with local self-government,
has been of great value in augmenting and thriftily employing the
revenues of the country. Roads and canals, as well as railways,
were vastly extended, and the Viceroy never tired of travelling
through the land to see things with his own eyes, to study the
people and their needs, and to win the friendship of native rulers
and of men of every class by the uniform justice, kindness, and
courtesy of his conduct and manners. In March, 1869, soon after
his arrival in India, the new Viceroy received Sher Ali of Afghan-
istan in a grand daréar (Durbar) at Ambala (Umballa), north-west
of Delhi, and by his conciliatory tone, and renewal of assurance
that the British government regarded him as the rightful ruler of
his country, he soothed the susceptibilities of a monarch who, as a
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good judge expresses it, “ had been chilled by the icy friendship of
Sir John Lawrence”. The importance of “manner” was never
more signally shown in dealings with Oriental princes than when
Lord Mayo, at the Umballa interview, won the heart of Sher Ali
Khan.

The tragical end of Lord Mayo’s most useful, honourable, and
successful career as Viceroy, during three years’ tenure of office,
was a terrible shock to the public mind, and a real calamity to the
Empire. After a brief visit to Lower Burma, the Viceroy and
Lady Mayo, with the personal staff, steamed away to the Andaman
Islands for inspection of the penal settlement. The steam frigate
Glasgow lay off Port Blair, on the evening of February 8th, 1872,
with Lady Mayo and her friends on board, awaiting the return of
the Viceroy. Quickly fell the tropical dark, and, as the Viceroy,
with torches borne aloft, descended Mount Harriet towards the
landing-place where the state-launch lay with steam up, the long
lines of lights on the Glasgow and the escorting squadron, the
Dacca, Nemesis, and Scotia, glittered on the water. At the moment
of Lord Mayo’s stepping into the boat, a rush was made, a knife-
armed hand rose and fell, and the Viceroy, stabbed twice in the
back, fell over the pier into the water alongside. He staggered up,
knee-deep in the water, cleared the hair from his brow in bewilder-
ment, and cried to his secretary, Major Burne, who leapt down to
his aid, “ They’ve hit me!” and then to the people on the pier he
said, “It is all right, I don’t think I am much hurt.” In two
minutes he was dead, and so he was carried to the ship in the
launch, which came alongside as the voices of the ladies were heard
in merriment, waiting for dinner in the state-cabin. The scene
which followed passes all description. The assassin was an Afghan
convict, by a strange coincidence named Sher Ali, formerly in the
Punjab mounted police, condemned to death for a murder at Pesha-
war, and then sent to the Andamans on a life-sentence of exile.
He had dogged the steps of his victim all day, and up and down
Mount Harriet, and got his chance when Lord Mayo, about to
embark, stepped forward from among the suite who had closely
surrounded his person. The murderer’s motive was simply one of
vengeance on the high official whose duty had caused him to sanc-
tion the punishment of crime. The Viceroy’s body was brought back
to Ireland and laid in a shady spot of the quiet little churchyard at
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Palmerstown, near the family-seat on his Kildare estate. The
place of burial had been chosen by himself when, in October 1868,
he had made a farewell visit, and then left his home, as his diary
relates, “amid tears and wailing, much leave-taking, and great
sorrow .

Before passing away from Lord Mayo’s administration, we may
note the very important link of connection between Great Britain
and her Indian Empire supplied in November, 1869, by the open-
ing of the Suez Canal. The only warlike event was an expedition
made in 1871 against the turbulent people in the Lushai Hills, a
wild tract of country on the borders of Assam, Bengal, and Burma.
The Lushais, feudally organized under hereditary chiefs, had com-
mitted, since the days of Warren Hastings, sanguinary raids on.
British territory, and in 1860, their invasion of the Bengal district
of Tipperah ended in the massacre of nearly 200 villagers and the-
carrying off of 100 captives. After several futile expeditions made
by small bodies of our forces in the very difficult country of the
Lushais, that people, in January, 1871, attacked some British vil-
lages, killed a planter at the tea-garden of Alexandrapur, and carried
off his daughter, Mary Winchester, as a hostage. Lord Mayo
resolved on administering a lesson, and a strong expedition was
prepared by the Commander-in-chief, Lord Napier of Magdala. In
November, 1871, a little army of 2000 men, composed of Gurkha,
Punjab, and Bengal infantry, with engineers and mountain-guns,
entered the hills in two columns under Generals Bourchier and
Brownlow, and, amidst great difficulties of ground in unexplored
country and against strong resistance from a hardy enemy, they
inflicted severe losses in the burning of villages, the slaying of
hillsmen, and the destruction of stores of food. Many powerful
chiefs were thus forced to submission, and above 100 British sqb—
jects were freed from captivity. Among these, little Mary Win-
chester, then nearly seven years old, was delivered up in January,
1872. She was a native of Elgin, and already long motherless
when her father, in March, 1871, was shot by the Lushais as he
ran off carrying her on his back. The pretty, affectionate, and in-
telligent child was sent back at the charge of the Indian govern-
ment to her grandparents in Elgin. She would say nothing about
the events of her nine months’ captivity, but had a sad look when-
ever the Lushais were mentioned. The wild people seem to have
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had a fondness for their little prisoner, whose curls were cut off by
them before her restoration, as a memorial of her stay among them.
The expedition was completely successful in its main object of
causing the Lushais to abstain from aggressions in time to come.
On the assassination of Lord Mayo, the duties of government
were assumed for a time by the skilled diplomatist, descendant of a
famous and ancient Scottish family, Lord Napier of Merchistoun,
then holding the post of Governor of Madras. The new Viceroy
appointed by the Queen, on Mr. Gladstone’s advice as Premier,
was the experienced Whig official Thomas George Baring, second
Lord Northbrook, who had served the country as a Lord of the
Admiralty, as Under-Secretary for India, and in the same capacity
at the War Office, a post which he had been holding since the end
of 1868. He proved to be a hard-working ruler, able in adminis-
tration, not given to viceregal pageants or tours, and specially
devoted to financial measures. He promptly repealed the income-
tax which, after abolition in 1844, had been reimposed in the
English form that, from its complications, became obnoxious to the
natives of India. In 1873, the failure of summer and autumn rains
portended a famine, from lack of rice and other grains, in Lower
Bengal and Behar. Mindful of the recent calamity in Orissa, the
Viceroy and Sir George Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
took prompt measures to meet the threatened evil, and the Duke of
Argyll, Secretary of State for India, gave them authority to incur
any needful expenses. Vast quantities of rice and other native
food were purchased, relief-works were established on a great scale,
and in May, 1874, nearly three millions of persons were being sup-
ported by the government in the famine districts. The work of dis-
tribution was arranged and carried out with great ability and energy
by Campbell and his successor Sir Richard Temple. Native land-
holders gave considerable help, and the civil servants of every rank
were most zealous in fighting the terrible foe. So successful were
the efforts made in this “glorious famine-campaign” of Lord
Northbrook’s that scarcely any more deaths from starvation
occurred in the stricken districts than the number known in an
ordinary season. In 1875, the Gaekwar of Baroda, a cruel tyrant
who, after one stern warning from the Indian government concern-
ing his barbarous misrule, still made sport of seeing his prisoners
trampled to death by elephants, was dethroned and banished from
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his country. This decision was reached by the Viceroy on the
conclusion of that potentate’s trial for attempts to poison Colonel
Phayre, the British Resident. The evidence against him was not
conclusive, and, after an able defence by the famous English bar-
rister, Sergeant Ballantine, imported for the purpose at enormous
cost, the special Court of Inquiry was divided in opinion. Lord
Northbrook, however, carefully perused the evidence, and, coupling
strong suspicion of guilt in this case with the notorious misgovern-
ment of the Gaekwar, he placed on the throne of Baroda a young
member of the ruling house.

The visit and tour of the Prince of Wales took place in the cold
season of 187576, and the heir to the British throne found a warm
and loyal welcome from the native princes who now fully realized
the fact that, in their relations to the Indian government, they and
their peoples were bound up with the Oriental interests and power
of an European nation governed by an ancient and splendid dynasty.
The pen of Dr. W. H. Russell, the famous 7%mes correspondent,
who accompanied the Prince as secretary, has fully detailed the
incidents of a course of travel during which the royal tourist saw,
to the greatest advantage, much of the best that India has to show.
In the crowd of mental photographs then acquired by the Prince
were the picturesque and gorgeous dress and ceremonial of Oriental
state, with the quaint, strange customs of local and native etiquette;
the rock-hewn temples and the graceful or stately shrines and
tombs and palaces of olden Hindu or Mohammedan work; combats
between pairs of elephants, tigers, buffaloes, rhinoceroses, camels,
and rams; the chasing of wild black deer by cheetahs or hunting
leopards; the golden, jewelled treasures guarded by the priests of
pagan gods; the shooting of elephants from a platform in the
jungle, and of tigers from the howdah on the elephant’s back; and
the dances of girls in silken attire of divers hues, with wreaths of
pearls round head and neck, rings of pearls passing through the
nose, and jewelled bangles on ankle and wrist. The scenes of
strife and death in the days of the great Mutiny were inspected at
Cawnpore, Lucknow, and Delhi, and at Lahore the chiefs of the
Punjab, men of martial faces and noble forms, with elephants and
steeds in gold and silver trappings, and with bands of followers in
splendid array of weapon, banner, and plume, made obeisance to
the son of the great Queen beyond the seas amidst the blare of
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trumpets, the roll of drums, and the clang of instruments strange to
European eye and ear.

The usual term of office for an Indian Viceroy is five years,
but early in 1876, after four years of service, Lord Northbrook,
feeling the burden of his position and the effect of climate upon his
health, resigned his high post, and was succeeded by Lord Lytton
The new Viceroy, known in literature as “ Owen Meredith”, was
the son of Edward Bulwer, the first Lord Lytton, novelist, play-
wright, essayist, poet, and politician. Born in 1831, this ruler of
British India had long served his country in diplomacy, and had
been minister at the court of Lisbon. In April, 1876, he was
sworn in at Calcutta, and then departed for residence at Simla.
On November 1st, a great calamity befell the people of Backer-
gunge (Bakarganj), a populous district, nearly half the size of Wales,
on the coast of Bengal. The greatest cyclone, or circular hurri-
cane, on record in that region suddenly brought on the eastern
Sunderbunds a storm-wave so powerful and vast that three great
and many smaller islands, with the coast for five miles inland, were
instantly submerged, to the destruction of over 200,000 human
beings. It was really just before midnight on October 31st, when
the natives at rest in their little huts under the bamboos, amidst
dense groves of cocoa-nut and palm planted round the villages,
were awakened by the fearful scream of the tempest-wind sweep-
ing in from the south-west. The land was about 20 feet above
mid-tide, but the whirling wall of water rose far above the surface,
and swept all buildings and people away. From the first dreadful
sound till the recoil of the wave after its work of ruin barely thirty
minutes passed. A few persons were saved by climbing trees
which kept their hold in the ground. The Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, Sir Richard Temple, was soon on the spot, with an active
band of officials, and all possible help and relief were afforded to
those survivors who had suffered the loss of cattle and crops.

On January 1st, 1877, at a magnificent dardar held at Delhi,
the Queen was proclaimed by Lord Lytton as “ Empress of India”.
There was a great attendance of native princes at the old Mogul
capital, the Nizam of Haidarabad, the Mabharajas of Cashmere and
Mysore, and the young Gaekwar of Baroda being conspicuous for
the splendour of the display of costumes in their own persons and
their retinue: To each ruler was presented a banner bearing his
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or her family insignia, embroidered in gold or silver on silk or
satin, with a medal commemorative of the event. The Maharajas
of Gwalior and Cashmere were appointed honorary generals of the
British army, and, in Lord Lytton’s words, it was hoped that the
occasion would ‘“be the means of drawing still closer the bonds of
union between the government of Her Majesty and the great
allies and feudatories of the Empire”. No assemblage of princes
so numerous and in such gorgeous array had ever occurred in
India, and the scene was one of marvellous grandeur and gaiety
when every variety of Eastern costume and colour was shown by
a hundred thousand persons gathered in the old cantonment behind
the historic “ridge” whence the siege had been conducted by the
British troops in 1857. The vast plain resembled a garden covered
with beds of brilliant flowers, and a bright sun gave full effect to
every detail of hue and form. Fifteen thousand troops of the
Indian army were ranged on the ground, in the perfection of
modern equipment and discipline, while the retainers of the native
princes showed all varieties of olden armament in scimitar and
shield, matchlock and halbert, and artillery on the backs of camels
equipped with red cloth and tinkling bells. Many new titles
and distinctions, matters fully as dear to the Oriental mind as to
the European, were accorded to native rulers, nobles, and civilians
of distinguished merit, and the whole ceremonial observance con-
cluded with a large release of prisoners and debtors, and with a
lavish distribution to the poor of rupees bearing the new legend
“Victoria, Empress ”.

The attention of the Viceroy was now called to far different
affairs. The whole of southern India, from the Deccan to Cape
Comorin, was threatened with famine. The rain had failed to
come fully in both the monsoons of 1876, and early in November
a territory nearly as large as England was devoid of crops. Large
quantities of rice were sent from Orissa, but much trouble was
caused in landing supplies at the mouths of the rivers Godavery
and Kistnah, the deposit of which prevents vessels of any fair ton-
nage coming within six miles of the shore, and all cargoes needed
to be taken off in open boats. Riots in the towns, and dacoity
(robbery) in the country districts, were rife, and the most vigorous
measures were required both for the repression of crime and for
the relief of want. The season of 1877 was also very deficient in
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rain, and the area of famine spread through the Bombay and
Madras presidencies, and then to the north, until it reached nearly
260,000 square miles, with a population of nearly 6o millions
directly affected. In spite of all efforts made under the direction
of Sir Richard Temple, and an expenditure of 11 millions sterling
for relief, this awful visitation caused a loss of life, from actual
starvation and subsequent disease, that exceeded five millions. A
“ Famine Commission” of eminent Europeans and natives was
appointed to visit the territory which had thus suffered, and inquire
into the means of preventing such calamities in future.

In 1878, while the Russo-Turkish war was being waged in
Europe and in Asia Minor, a restless feeling was aroused amongst
the Mohammedans of India, and seditious and libellous articles
began to appear in some of the newspapers printed in Oriental
languages. Lord Lytton then caused the passing of the “ Verna-
cular Press Act”, as it was commonly called, to repress these
utterances against native officials and the Indian government in
general. The “ Russian scare” at this time again arose in connec-
tion with the affairs of Afghanistan. After the Russian occupation
of Khiva in 1873, Sher Ali, the Afghan Amir, became uneasy, and
sent a special envoy to Lord Northbrook, requesting a close
alliance and the aid of arms and money for defence. The Indian
Viceroy promised aid under certain conditions, but expressed the
opinion that at present there was no need for fear of Russia. The
attitude of Sher Ali towards.our government in India was changed,
and early in 1877 he declined a proposal for a British mission to
Cabul. In the autumn of 1878, an embassy from the Czar of
Russia was received by him with every mark of honour and dis-
tinction, and Lord Beaconsfield resolved to force Sher Ali to admit
a special envoy. Persistent refusal caused a declaration of war,
and three columns of our troops invaded Afghanistan by the Khyber,
Kuram, and Bolan passes. The enemy were defeated in battle
after battle, and the Amir fled to Turkestan, where he died early
in the following year. His son, Yakub Khan, after the occupation
of Kandahar by General Stewart, and some vigorous proceedings
of General Roberts, concluded the Treaty of Gundamuk in May,
1879, agreeing to receive a resident British minister at Cabul, and
to follow British advice in foreign affairs. In return for these con-
cessions, the Indian government undertook to pay an annual sub-
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sidy of 460,000, and to defend Afghanistan against attack from
abroad. Sir Louis Napoleon Cavagnari, an officer of high merit,
son of an Italian who had been a devoted friend of the second
Emperor of the French, became our minister at Cabul, with Mr.
Jenkyns of the Bengal Civil Service as secretary, Dr. Kelly as the
Residency-surgeon, and an escort of about 80 men, chiefly Sepoys,
under the command of Lieutenant Hamilton. Within a month of
their arrival, all were massacred, after a desperate resistance, in a
rising of the bigoted and mutinous Afghan soldiery.

The tragical event of September 3rd, 1879, was known two
days later at Simla, and the Viceroy at once sent forward the
troops at the Khyber Pass and Peshawar under the command of
General Sir Frederick Roberts. The Afghans were routed in the
battle of Charasiab, opening the road to Cabul, which was entered
on October 12th. Martial law was proclaimed; persons guilty in
the massacre were executed; the Amir, Yakub Khan, abdicated,
and was sent a prisoner to India. A rebellion arose outside the
capital through the preaching of a Jehad, or religious war, at
Ghazni (Ghuznee), and large Afghan forces were again in the field.
In March, 1880, the enemy were utterly defeated at Ghazni by
General Stewart, and then another foe appeared on the scene.
This was the able and energetic Ayub Khan, a son of Sher Al
who claimed the throne from a grandson of Dost Mahommed,
Abdur Rahman Khan, who had been admitted as Amir by the
British government. Ayub Khan advanced with an army from
Herat, and on July 27th almost destroyed a British force of 2500
men, Europeans and Sepoys, under General Burrows. The famous
battle of Maiwand was fought near a village and pass of that name
about fifty miles north-west of Kandahar, whence General Prim-
rose, ignorant of the enemy’s strength, had sent forth the detach-
ment. Ayub Khan had 12,000 men, with 36 guns well equipped
and well served. The fire of the twelve British cannon was
overwhelmed, and a charge of thousands of the fanatical Ghazis,
keen sabre in hand, captured two guns, and drove the Sepoys in
disorder on the only British troops present, 406 men and 19 officers
of the 66th or “Old Berkshire” regiment. Of these, 10 officers
and 275 men were killed. One noble incident of the desperate
struggle was the resistance made by 100 officers and men of the

66th, surrounded in a garden by countless foes. Hundreds of the
VoL. 1V, 82
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enemy were shot down by the breech-loaders, but at last only eleven
British heroes were left standing, and these men charged out of the
inclosure and died, back to back, facing the Ghazis whom their
resolute demeanour daunted and deterred from a close approach.
One by one the British succumbed to bullets, while, in the hasty
~ retreat to Kandahar, the surviving Sepoys fell by hundreds under
the knives and shot of the Afghan villagers and hillmen.

Then came the brilliant historical march of Roberts. At this
critical juncture, while swarms of exulting enemies hemmed in
Primrose and his small force, and people at home were filled with
anger and dismay, a bold stroke was being devised at Cabul. On
August 8th, General Roberts went forth with about 10,000 men,
including 2500 Europeans and about 270 British officers, with 18
mountain-guns. The smallest possible quantity of baggage was
taken, but the desertion of the native drivers soon caused additional
fatigue for the troops. Nothing, however, could cool the zeal of
the marchers, among whom were brave and faithful Sikhs, and
many of the loyal, lithe, and active Ghurkhas. The weather,
happily, was fine, and food was found in the green Indian corn
growing in patches among the hills. The British general, in this
advance, plunged into darkness and silence for over three weeks.
Not a word of news reached India or Great Britain as he made his
way through the pathless regions between Cabul and Kandahar.
On August 16th, Ghazni, 98 miles on the road, was reached; on
the 23rd, the army was at Kilat Ghilzi, 134 miles from Ghazni. A
day or two of rest were given here on receipt of news from Kan-
dahar that Ayub Khan’s beleaguering army had retired from before
the city. On August 31st Roberts and his men joined General
Primrose, after traversing 318 miles in 23 days. On September 1st
Ayub Khan was attacked in his position north-west of the town
and completely defeated with the loss of all his artillery and the
re-capture of the two guns taken from General Burrows at Mai-
wand. Before these events, a change of rulers had come to pass
in India, but we may here note that the British troops were with-
drawn from Afghanistan, and that, after more warfare between the
two rivals, Abdur Rahman became undisputed Amir, friendly to
British interests, and further secured, in 1883, by our undertaking
to pay a yearly subsidy of 4120,000.

In April, 1880, Lord Lytton resigned his office along with the
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ministry of Lord Beaconsfield, and was succeeded by the Marquess
of Ripon. The new Viceroy was son of the first Earl of Ripon
who, as Viscount Goderich, was prime-minister from August 1827
to January 1828. Born in 1827, and succeeding to his father’s
title in 1859, Lord Ripon served in various Liberal administrations
as Under-Secretary and Secretary both for War and for India, and
was created Marquess in 1871 for his services at Washington as
Commissioner concerning the A4/abama claims and other matters in
dispute between the United States and Great Britain. The four
years of his Indian administration form a peaceful period, apart
from the Afghan warfare just described, of very important and
beneficial reforms in the internal government of the vast territories
committed to his charge. We may note, by the way, that in 1881
the government of the Native State of Mysore, which had been for
fifty years in British hands, was transferred to the Maharaja who
belonged, by adoption, to the hereditary native dynasty. In 1882
the policy of the previous Viceroy was reversed in the repeal of the
Vernacular Press Act, setting the native journals free from the last
restraints on the free discussion of public questions. The develop-
ment of local self-government through municipal institutions was a
main feature of Lord Ripon’s reforming work. He proclaimed
that “self-help varied in aim, local in colouring” was to be the basis
of his system of government. Members of the Financial and
Public Works Boards visited the various provinces and conferred
with the local authorities on the measures to be adopted for the
promotion of native enterprise in the use of local resources on the
creation of beneficial public works. A number of enactments
increased the powers of the local authorities in the towns and the
country-districts, and the number of members chosen by popular
election was augmented. Many new local boards were created
among the rural population, and every effort was made to foster in
the native mind the principle of local administration on a repre-
sentative basis. The liberality of the Viceroy’s policy towards the
natives aroused in one instance the keen resentment of the resident
Anglo-Indians. The “Ilbert Bill” was the popular name, from its
introduction by Mr. Ilbert, of the famous Bill for amending
Criminal Procedure in the rural courts presided over by native
officials of the Civil Service who had reached the position of Dis-
trict Magistrates and Sessions Judges. The new measure proposed
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to subject Europeans to the jurisdiction of native magistrates, and
British pride and prejudice were bitterly offended. A wordy war
in the columns of the press showed the native newspapers all in
favour of the Viceroy, while European editors strongly denounced
his proposed departure from the ““tradition of the elders” in Indian
affairs, assigning an equally undefinable and unquestionable
superiority to white men over the native races. The British pro-
vincial governments were almost all opposed to the Bill in its
original form, and the result of long and acrimonious discussion was
a compromise giving the proposed jurisdiction to native magistrates
only after special proofs of competence, and also affording to
European offenders the right of appeal from a native magistrate to
an European. Europeans were also allowed to claim a trial by
jury in most cases coming before District criminal courts. _
In agricultural affairs, so deeply important to the native popu-
lation, the Indian government of Lord Ripon made its greatest
mark. We have seen that Lord Mayo instituted an Agricultural
Department of administration, but his sudden death came before it
was fully developed, and its duties had been afterwards shared
between the Home and the Finance Departments. The original
idea of Lord Mayo was, between 1881 and 1884, carried into
operation in a refounded Department of Revenue and Agriculture.
Its great charge was that of developing in every possible way the
agricultural resources of the Indian empire, and guarding the
natives from all mischiefs connected with the tillage of the soil.
The surveying of the land for new and more just and accurate
assessments; the superintendence of coolie-emigration; the supply
of information on all topics connected with tillage and the care of
cattle; the measures to be taken for the prevention and relief of
famine, were all entrusted to the new board or secretariat of the
Indian government. The recommendations of the Famine Com-
mission were fully considered, and a Famine Fund was formed by
the setting-apart of revenue sufficient to provide an annual sum of
a million and a half sterling for the creation of preventive irrigation-
works and the relief of the destitute in seasons of scarcity. In regard
to the land-revenue, cultivators were protected by provision that any
increase of income from this source should be mainly derived from
a rise of prices, or from improvements made at the expense of the
Government, or from an increase of area under tillage. Landlords
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and tenants alike were secured against the loss of any profits arising
from improvements effected at their own cost. The Bengal Tenancy
Bill, finally passed in 1885 under the next Viceroy, was mainly the
work of Lord Ripon’s government. This important and beneficent
measure dealt with the interests of the landlords and tenants in
Lower Bengal. The zemindars (landlords) received further facili-
ties for recovering arrears of rent; the ryots (cultivators) had
henceforth the transferable interest in their holdings and the
“compensation for disturbance” in case of eviction, which have
become so familiar to British ears in connection with the endless
subject of Irish land.

We must here pay a just tribute to the memory of an eminent
native statesman, Sir Salar Jung, member of a family of high rank
which for more than a century and a half furnished chief ministers
to the state of Haidarabad. Born in 1829, Salar Jung, in 1853,
succeeded his uncle in the highest office under the Nizam, and
completely reformed the disorganized administration of the country.
A mutinous army was reduced to obedience; gangs of robbers were
suppressed; irrigation and education received due regard. In 1857,
the minister, against the will of the people of the state, remained
faithful to British interests, and his sudden death from cholera, in
February, 1883, after thirty years of strong and sagacious rule as
chief minister and, since 1869, as co-regent of Haidarabad, was
officially noticed by the “ Governor-General in Council”, through a
Gazette Extraordinayy, as that of “an enlightened and experienced
friend of the British Government”. His merits were fitly recog-
nized in 1871 by installation as a Knight Grand Commander of the
Star of India, and, when he visited England five years later, by the
freedom of the City of London and the degree of D.C.L. conferred
by the University of Oxford. Among the financial reforms effected
under Lord Ripon by Sir Evelyn Baring, the Minister in that
department, we find the abolition of import-duties on cotton goods
and all other articles except alcoholic liquors, arms, and ammunition.
In December, 1883, the first International Exhibition ever held in
India was opened by the Viceroy at Calcutta, in presence of the
Duke and Duchess of Connaught, and of a great company of distin-
guished Europeans and natives. The extension of popular educa-
tion which followed the appointment, by Lord Ripon, of a Com-
mission headed by Dr., afterwards Sir William Wilson Hunter,
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K.C.S.1., the eminent Civil Servant and writer on Indian affairs,
is noticed in a later chapter of this work. At the close of 1884, the
enlightened and energetic Viceroy retired from his post amid
enthusiastic expressions of gratitude and good-will from the native
population of India, who recognized the value of the measures by
which Lord Ripon had endeavoured to effect a closer union between
the Indian Government and the great body of the Queen’s Oriental
subjects, and to spread material and moral benefit throughout the
country by encouraging and aiding the people in managing their
own affairs.

The next Indian Viceroy was the Earl of Dufferin. This
brilliant and gifted Irish peer, born in 1826, won literary fame in
1859 by his charming Letters from High Latitudes. After serving
two years (1864-66) as Under-Secretary for India, he became in
1872 Governor-General of Canada, where he acquired great popu-
larity and credit, as we shall see in another place. Lord Dufferin
next became Ambassador at St. Petersburg (1879-81) and at
Constantinople, and did good work in Egypt in reforming the
government of that country after Arabi Pasha’s rebellion. His
term of office in India, of four years' duration, was chiefly notable
in connection with Russia and with Burma, the history of the latter
being given later on. The continued advance of the northern
European power in central Asia, especially towards the Afghan
territories, had already, before Lord Dufferin’s arrival in India early
in 1885, excited the lively interest of the Bratish government both
at home and at Calcutta. The capture of Merv early in 1884, the
cession of Sarakhs by Persia, and the movement of Russian troops
towards Herat, caused the appointment, in the autumn of 1884, of a
mixed Anglo-Russian Commission for the marking-out of a frontier
as the northern limit of Afghanistan. In December, the English
representative, General Sir Peter Lumsden, with other diplomatic
officials, survey-officers, and an escort of troops, arrived on the
scene, only to find that no Russian commissioner was there to meet
them. The Russian government, seeking to gain time, then proposed
that the question should be discussed and settled in London. On
March 3oth, 1885, an attack was made by Russian troops, under
General Alikhanoff, on Afghan forces stationed at Penjdeh, on
their own territory. The rude weapons of the assailed were no
match for breech-loaders, and the soldiers of Abdur Rahman, who
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had remained on friendly terms with the British government, were
slaughtered in heaps and driven away. This perfidious, cowardly,
and, in every point, disgraceful outrage was perpetrated at the very
time when the Amir was the guest of the new Viceroy at Rawal
Pindi, in the Punjab. There can be little doubt that the massacre
was due to Russian resentment for Abdur Rahman’s friendly rela-
tions with Great Britain, and the insult to this country was such as
to provoke public indignation which threatened to end in a declara-
tion of war. A large vote of credit was obtained from the House
of Commons, and certain preparations for a conflict were set afoot
both in India and in England. Meanwhile, Mr. Gladstone’s govern-
ment, acting through Lord Granville as Foreign Secretary, sought
explanations from Russia, enabling her diplomatists to cavil at the
version of the Penjdeh affair given by Sir Peter Lumsden, and to
bring about a compromise in place of a war. The Boundary Com-
mission was set to work, with Colonel Ridgeway as chief British
representative in place of Lumsden, and, after some concessions by
Russia to Afghan claims, a new frontier was marked out in 1887 so
as to clearly decide where Russian territory ends.

The critical position of affairs after the conflict at Penjdeh was
very serviceable to the Indian government in affording the most
striking and gratifying proofs of loyalty on the part of native rulers
and peoples. The princes came forward with the utmost enthusiasm,
offering aid in money and men. There were some who were for
placing the whole of their forces under direct British control.
Others desired leave to pay the whole expenses of their troops
while they fought with the Indian army against Russia. Where
soldiers were not offered, stores of food and the means of transport
were placed at the disposal of the Government, and in some of the
British Provinces influential and friendly natives were proposing to
raise bodies of volunteers. This spontaneous display of devotion
was such as to make it clear that the people in India who have
most to lose are not inclined to exchange British for Russian sway.
In the following year, 1886, the fortress of Gwalior, occupied by
British forces in 1858 after the revolt of the Contingent, was
restored to the Maharaja Sindhia in token of good-will and friend-
ship on the part of the Government. In 1887 the Queen’s Jubilee
was celebrated throughout her dominions in India with the most
loyal demonstrations, accompanied by the despatch of gorgeous and
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costly presents. The day chosen for this purpose, having regard
to the climate, was February 16th, in the cool season, and on June
21st the Maharaja Holkar of Indore and other princes and repre-
sentatives of the chief native rulers were thus able to be present at
the grand ceremonial service in Westminster Abbey. On June 30th,
the Queen received their personal congratulations and addresses,
with deputations from many native states, at Windsor, where a
guard of honour was composed of Hindu and Mohammedan officers
of the Indian army. On July 4th the foundation-stone of the
Imperial Institute in London was laid by the Queen in presence of
the most distinguished of her Indian visitors.

At the close of 1888, with the title of Marquess of Dufferin and
Ava, in the peerage of the United Kingdom, the latter part of this
designation marking the success of British arms in Burma, the
Viceroy made way for the Marquess of Lansdowne. The new
ruler, fifth of his title, born in 1845, was grandson of the Whig states-
man who, as Lord Henry Petty, succeeded William Pitt, on his
death, both as M.P. for Cambridge University and as Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and, after taking an active part in favour of the
Reform Bill carried in 1832, became a most influential Whig leader,
the patriarch of the House of Lords, a Macenas in his apprecia-
tion of literary men of high merit, the refuser of a dukedom and two
offers of the premiership, and the warm personal friend of his
sovereign. The Viceroy of India had served under Mr. Glad-
stone as Under-Secretary both for India and for War, and we shall
hereafter see him as filling, from 1883 to 1888, the high office of
Governor-General in Canada. During his term of office in India,
from 1888 to 1893, much advance was made in the development of
local government through the action of Municipal Councils and
District Boards on the lines laid down by Lord Ripon. The
ability and public spirit of many native gentlemen, freely chosen by
their fellow-citizens, have thus been called into operation on behalf
of the community. This fact alone shows the vast progress made,
since the days of the Sepoy Mutiny and the change of government,
in the creation of a new India, wherein the ruling powers and the
most enlightened of the native subjects are striving to plant and
foster, with due adaptations to a foreign soil, the institutions of
Western civilization. The native mind 1is, in fact, running in
advance of the most zealous British advocates of reform. In 1886,
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an annual “ National Congress " began to sit each December in one
of the great towns of the empire. The resolutions there passed aim
at the increase of power for the native element through the elec-
tion, instead of the government-nomination, of members for the
various Legislative Councils. A scheme for popular elections, on a
large scale, to these bodies was propounded in 1890, but it was
generally recognized, both at home and in India, that such methods
are still far in advance of the social condition of the mass of the
people. Two years later, however, the statute known as Lord
Cross’ Act, from a former Chief Secretary for India, partly met the
desires of the advanced section in the National Congress by
increasing the number of members in the Legislative Councils,
strengthening the non-official element, and allowing the Provincial
Governments in India to provide, according to the special needs and
circumstances of their spheres of action, for the introduction and
extension of an elective system. Among the most recent social
reforms carried out in part, or strongly advocated by the best friends
of the natives of India, have been the education of native women
in medicine as practitioners for their own sex in a country where
custom debars them from consulting male doctors or resorting to
a hospital, and the abolition of the evils of enforced celibacy for
Hindu women and of the early marriage of native girls. Early in
1894, Lord Lansdowne was succeeded as Viceroy by the Earl of
Elgin and Kincardine, son of the former Viceroy. The new ruler,
educated at Eton and at Balliol College, Oxford, had been a
University Commissioner for Scotland, Treasurer of the House-
hold, and Commissioner of Works.

Early in 1895, trouble arose in connection with Chitral, a
dependency of Kashmir, and one of the gateways of India on the
north-west, only 50 miles south of Russian territory on the upper
waters of the Oxus. The ruler of the territory was murdered by
his brother, and then power was assumed by a neighbouring
chieftain to whom the Indian government, representing the Queen
as suzerain of Chitral, gave notice to quit. British officers and
troops, escorting ammunition to our Agent at Chitral, Dr. Robertson,
were then treacherously attacked, with loss in killed, wounded,
and prisoners. Umra Khan, the intruding chieftain, put to death
the Hindu and Sikh sepoys who refused conversion to Islam, and
the British officers were kept prisoners. On April 1st an expedition
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of 15,000 men crossed the frontier under the command of Lieut.-
General Sir Robert Low, an Indian cavalry officer of much
experience, who had served under Roberts in Afghanistan. The
difficulties of frontier-warfare in India are illustrated by the facts
that the route lay through pathless mountains, producing little but
brave and hardy foes, and that it was needful, for purposes of
transport and other service, to have with the army as many camp-
followers as fighting-men, with nearly 10,000 camels, over 7300
bullocks, more than 5000 mules, above 4600 donkeys, and 3500
ponies. The British troops included the Royal Rifles, the Gordon
and Seaforth Highlanders and Scottish Borderers, the Bedford-
shire and East Lancashire regiments, and the Buffs. They were
supported by Bengal Lancers and Sappers, Bengal, Sikh, and
Gurkha infantry, and mountain-batteries. The Malakand Pass was
forced by Sikhs and Guides against hillmen holding sangars or
breastworks of loose stone, and by some of the Scottish and other
regiments climbing the steepest ground, and freely using the
bayonet. The road was thus opened, with a loss of about seventy
officers and men in killed and wounded, into the valley of the Swat
river. On the march due northwards for Chitral like fighting
occurred. The Swat, shoulder-high for horses, was forded. Colonel
Battye, a gallant soldier commanding a regiment of Guides
(Sepoys), was killed during the advance. The losses of the enemy
caused Umra Khan, on April 16th, to send in the two British
officers whom he had taken, asking for terms. General Low,
however, still marched ahead, entered the chieftain’s abandoned
fort, and then pushed his men onwards for Chitral, where a
beleaguered garrison, with Dr. Robertson, was in great straits; but
the place had been relieved, meanwhile, by a column under Colonel
Kelly, marching from the east up the banks of the Gilgit river,
and coming down from the north on Chitral. A most gallant
defence of the fort had been made by its garrison of 370 men,
composed of go Sikhs and of Kashmir Imperial Service Rifles, all
commanded by Captains Campbell, Townshend, and Baird, with
Lieutenants Harley and Gurdon. Mining and counter-mining
were employed during the siege of forty-six days, one-fifth of the
garrison being killed and wounded. Sher Afzul, one of our chief
enemies, was taken prisoner and given up to us by the friendly
Khan of Dir. The country up to Chitral was then annexed.
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action, the first of a contest which was to cause very serious losses
among that class of leaders in the Indian army.

Prompt measures were taken to punish the treachery of the
assailants, and Major-general Bird, in command of the Punjab
Frontier Force, marched into the Tochi Valley with two brigades,
composed of Sikh and Punjabi infantry, the 3rd Battalion Rifle
Brigade, and the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, with ten
mountain-guns, two squadrons of Punjab cavalry, and a company
of Bombay Sappers and Miners. One brigade was commanded
by General Penn Symons, to be seen hereafter in the South
African war. No resistance was made to this strong force, and
the expedition returned after destroying by explosion and burning
the towers and houses of the village where the attack was made.
This event came in the last week of July. A far more serious
outbreak was at hand. :

The tribesmen of the Swat valley, near the Malakand Pass,
rose in force at the very time when General Bird was in the
‘Waziri country far away. A man locally known as the Mad
“ Mullah” (religious leader), reputed to work miracles, was the
chief instigator of the movement. The two British camps at
the Malakand Pass were attacked by thousands of furious men
on July 26th, and the enemy’s assaults were repelled only with
the loss of one British officer killed, and five wounded (two
mortally) and with fifty-two ‘casualties” (twenty-one mortal)
among the native troops. The tribesmen carried away about
10,000 rounds of ammunition. On the following day there was
more severe fighting, with ten killed and forty-five wounded
among the Malakand garrison, and the enemy, renewing their
-assaults with fanatical zeal, in spite of severe losses, were not
disposed of until August 1st, after a six-days’ contest. At the
same time, the fort at Chakdara, with a garrison of about 2350
men, was blockaded by thousands of tribesmen so placed as to
command with their fire much of the interior of the works. On
August 1st, Lieutenant Rattray, the commandant, sent by helio-
graph the two words “ Help us!” to Malakand camp.

Both places were at last relieved by the advance of a division—
the Malakand Field Force—under the command of Sir Bindon
Blood, who had been General Low’s chief of the staff in the
Chitral campaign. There were two brigades, composed of Sikhs
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and Punjabis, with the 1st East Kent (the “Buffs”), 1st West
Kent, Guides’ infantry and cavalry, five squadrons Bengal Lancers,
and twenty-four guns, making up, with native sappers and miners,
about 8ooo men. The assailants of the Malakand camp, attacked
with the bayonet, and hotly pursued by horsemen, were soon
dispersed, and the besiegers at Chakdara were treated in the
same fashion. In the following days, many deputations of tribes-
men came in to make submission, but, as large bodies of men
were in arms in the upper Swat valley, a third brigade was formed
of a battalion each of Punjabis and Goorkhas, the 1st Gordons,
and the 2nd Highland Light Infantry.

On August 17th, Sir Bindon Blood advanced northwards with
an infantry brigade, six squadrons, and three batteries, and was
soon engaged with the enemy at a place called Landaki, a few
miles above Chakdara. About 5000 tribesmen, armed with rifles,
or with sword or spear, held a strong position above a narrow
pass called the “Gate of Swat”. The fire of our batteries, and
a threatened front attack, held the enemy while an out-flanking
movement was developed, and then they fled in startled fashion.
The assailants, through skilful work of their general, had so far
only seven men wounded. A tragical incident occurred, however,
during the pursuit. A party of the tribesmen, rallying at a
cemetery marked by a group of trees and a ruined Buddhist
chapel, was attacked by Colonel Adams with a single squadron.
With him rode two non-combatant officers, Lieutenant Greaves
(Lancashire Fusiliers), correspondent of the 7%mes of India, and
Lieutenant Viscount Fincastle (son and heir of the Earl of Dun-
more, in the Peerage of Scotland), correspondent of the London
Times. In a struggle with a group of the enemy, Greaves and
Lieutenant Macl.ean were mortally wounded, their bodies being
rescued from the knives of the foe by the gallant efforts of Adams
and Fincastle, who both received the Victoria Cross. Lord Fin-
castle was at once attached by General Blood to the Guides’
Cavalry. The affair at Landaki was quickly followed by the
submission of the tribes, peace in the Swat valley being guaranteed
by the surrender of rifles. A far more formidable task was already
confronting the British commanders and their men. The Moh-
mund, the Afridi, and the Orakzai tribesmen, to the north and
- west of Peshawur, were up in arms.
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On August gth, some thousands of Mohmunds were defeated
with severe loss, and driven back to their hills, when they attacked
the fort of Shabkadr, eighteen miles north of Peshawur. A fort-
night later, the fort of Ali Musjid, at the entrance of the Khyber
Pass, held by some of the Khyber Rifles, themselves Afridis, in
the Government service as armed police, was abandoned on the
approach of some thousands of Afridi tribesmen. Fort Maude,
held by fifty Khyber Rifles, was next attacked, but the assailants
were resisted by rifle-fire. The enemy were checked for a time
by re-inforcements, but were too strong to be fairly assailed, and
the garrison abandoned the post, and retired, with the relieving
column, to Fort Jamrud, nearer to Peshawur. For many weeks
the trade-route of the Khyber was closed, though the enemy made
no further movement towards the frontier. The Afridis were
marching on Lundi Kotal, a large loop-holed fort near the summit
of the pass, held by 370 men, of whom 250 were Afridis, of
the Khyber Rifles, under five native officers. The rest of the
garrison were of the Mohmund, Shinwari, and other neighbouring
tribes. The post was at once lost by treacherous surrender, with
10,000 rounds of ammunition. The Afridis then dispersed to their
homes, promising their leaders, the mullahs, to re-assemble in the
middle of September. On that same day, August 26th, the Orak-
zais, in the Tirah valley, about forty miles south-west of Peshawur,
broke out, and some indecisive fighting took place between them
and some troops, Punjabis and two companies of Royal Scots
Fusiliers, under General Yeatman-Biggs, marching north-west-
wards from Kohat. The men of the Kuram valley, to the west,
and the Samana Range, to the south, were also in the field,
burning villages of people friendly to the Government, robbing
mail-carts, and firing into police-posts.

In the second week of September, General Yeatman-Biggs
checked the Orakzais and Afridis in a move eastward from the
Samana Range, and then the enemy attacked the posts to the
west, towards the Afghan frontier. At Fort Saragheri the most
devoted courage was shown by twenty-one men of the 36th Sikhs,
who all died at their posts before it could be captured. Fort
Gulistan, held by 165 men of the same corps, under Major Des
Veeux, was most gallantly defended for three days and nights,
until rescue came, on September 15th, from a force under
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General Yeatman-Biggs, who also cleared the enemy from the
neighbourhood of Fort Lockhart. The Orakzais and Afridis had
dispersed for a time, but the Indian Government resolved to
invade the territory of the tribes in great force, in order to prove
that British power could reach them even in the fastnesses of
a country which was hitherto, to a large extent, unmapped, and
unknown to the British officers on the frontier. The plan of
campaign included the forcing of a passage through all the chief
valleys, the blowing-up of fortress-towers, the burning of villages,
and the completion of temporary ruin for the disturbers of the
peace in the consumption or destruction of their stores of grain
and forage. It is possible here' to indicate only a few points
of the complicated operations which ensued. The difficulties
encountered and overcome by the British and native troops were
very great. The vast trains of supply were ever open to attack
by men who knew all the ground. The enemy, armed with
excellent rifles, used their weapons with consummate skill in aim
and in keeping under cover. The persistence and skill of the
tribesmen in assailing convoys, and scouting and foraging parties,
and in harassing our weary men at night by random firing into
the camps, or “sniping”, as the phrase was, caused endless
trouble. The deeds of heroic self-devotion for the common
cause, among both British troops and Sepoys, were very many,
and the Tirah campaign, in its details, was one of great interest.

The work in hand divided itself naturally into two parts—
the march into the Mohmund country north of Peshawur, under
General Sir Bindon Blood, and the still larger campaign against
the Afridis and the Orakzais, under the personal command of
Sir William Lockhart, head of the Punjab army, who was about
to become Commander-in-Chief in India. Dealing first with
the Mohmund operations, we find Sir Bindon Blood, with one
division, marching on Nawagai, about thirty miles west of the
Malakand Pass, and fifty miles north of Peshawur. Sharp fight-
ing occurred in night-attacks of the enemy on our camps, and
especially, on September 16th, in a pitched battle of Brigadier-
General Jeffreys against the tribesmen. Attacked by thousands
of men as he retired to camp after burning villages and blowing
up towers, he defeated them with a loss to his troops of nearly 150
killed and wounded, including eight British orficers, and forced
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them to ask for terms. After some further encounters, and the
capture of the leader’s village, the war in that quarter was ended,
early in October, by the surrender of arms.

The army under Sir William Lockhart, known as the Tirah
Expeditionary Force, consisted of nearly 35000 fighting men,
including more than 11,000 British troops, with 13,000 pack mules,
2200 camels, and above 18,000 native followers. Among the
British soldiers were the 1st Devonshire, 2nd Derbyshire, 2nd
Yorkshire, 1st West Surrey, 1st Gordon Highlanders, 1st Dorset-
shire, 1st Northamptonshire, 2nd King’s Own Scottish Borderers,
2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, and 2nd Oxfordshire Light
Infantry. The native troops comprised many battalions and
squadrons of Goorkhas, Punjabis, Sikhs, Bengal Cavalry, and
Bengal Lancers, with Imperial Service Infantry of the troops
organized in the native states, by their loyal princes, for action
with the Imperial forces. The advance was made in the middle
of October, and the vanguard soon found the enemy in great force
at the Pass of Dargai, in the Samana Range, about forty miles
west of Kohat. Their position was strengthened by sungars or
stone breastworks, and on October 18th the attack began, with
the 3rd Goorkhas leading, followed in line by the Scottish
Borderers, and then the Northamptons. A flanking movement
by another brigade caused the tribesmen to retire, and the village
of Dargai was occupied, and the towers blown up. As the troops
returned to camp, the enemy attacked in force, but were stopped
by the 15th Sikhs, the Gordons, and some mountain-guns.

The reason for this withdrawal from the captured Dargai
heights has never been explained, and the movement caused
severe loss two days later. On October 20oth, General Yeatman-
Biggs, commanding the Second Division, attacked the heights in
front, sending up a brigade composed of the 1st Gordons, 1st-
Dorsets, 2nd Goorkhas, and 15th Sikhs, with other troops in
reserve. There were twenty-four guns to support the infantry-
assault. The Goorkhas led the way, under a deadly fire,
which laid low many men, and drove the rest to cover. The
Dorsets and Derbyshires, rushing forward in parties across the
fire-zone, were almost all disabled or forced to retire. Many deeds
of daring and self-sacrifice were performed, but at noon the enemy’s
position was still intact, and matters looked serious. Yeatman-
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Biggs, not recovered from illness, and directing matters from his
camp-bed on a ridge near at hand, said that the position must be
stormed at any cost, and bade Kempster, commanding the 3rd
Brigade, take the Gordon Highlanders and the 3rd Sikhs. The
ground was so difficult that it took these troops a full hour to
climb to the pines where the remnant of the 2nd Goorkhas were
lying. There they formed for the final rush, the Gordons in front,
and Colonel Mathias, turning to his splendid battalion, cried,
‘ Highlanders, the General says the position must be taken at all
costs. The Gordons will take it!” The guns poured a storm of
shells into the enemy’s sungars, the Highlanders cheered, and the
pipes screamed the charge. On went the men, Mathias in front.
Major Macbean, his second in command, instantly dropped close
at his side, and men fell on all sides. The Sikhs followed closely,
drawing on with them the Dorsets, Derbyshires, and brave little
Goorkhas. Two of the Gordon pipers were killed, and three more
wounded, and it was then that the famous George Findlater, shot
through both legs, went on with his music propped against a rock.
The enemy fled as the bayonets of the Gordons gleamed over the
brink of the height. This brilliant victory was won at the cost of
about 200 killed and wounded, including four officers slain and
eleven disabled. Two days later, the Gordons were thanked on
parade by Sir William Lockhart. Piper Findlater gained the
V.C., with Private Lawson, also of the Gordons, for saving the
lives of two comrades under a heavy fire, in which he was twice
wounded. The way through the Samana Range was now open
for a further advance.

A halt was made for some days on the Khauki River, north of
Dargai, owing to the difficulty of getting up supplies, and the
Afridis, believing that the invaders of their territory were daunted
by losses, gave much trouble in night-attacks on the camp. This
“sniping” was so serious that on one evening thirty-four officers
and men were killed and wounded, some as they sat at dinner,
others as they lay in their tents, and Sir William Lockhart had
a narrow escape. Convoys were assailed, and many valuable
transport-animals were killed or disabled. On the morning of
October 28th, to the joy of the troops, the march was resumed, and
the Sampagha Pass, to the north, leading into the Tirah valley,

was cleared of the enemy in brilliant style, with the loss of only
VoL. IV. 83
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twenty-four men. The victorious troops then found themselves in
a wide fertile region, with abundant timber and terraced fields.
On October 31st the advance was resumed. Five miles to the
north were the slopes leading to the Arhanga Pass, the gateway of
the Tirah plateau, the stronghold of the Afridi tribes, never yet
trodden by the foot of an invader. |

The pass was captured after a slight resistance, the enemy now
resorting to the guerilla-warfare of attacks on transport, causing
much trouble and loss, the latter including, on one occasion,
seventy-one mules, 10,000 rounds of Lee-Metford cartridges, and
the kits of 350 men. Another halt was made in order to allow
the co-operation of other columns coming from Peshawur and
from the west, so as to inclose the foe. Meanwhile, the main
body, under General Lockhart, engaged in daily expeditions,
foraging for supplies, burning hostile villages, and protecting
convoys and surveying-parties. Skirmishes by day and “sniping”
by night caused many casualties, and sickness was rife, due to
hard work and exposure in a mountain-region, with burning heat
by day and bitter cold after sunset.

In the first week of November, in the Kurram valley, to the
west, a native officer and thirty-five Sikhs were cut off, and,
refusing to surrender, killed to the last man. Three days later,
on November gth, General Lockhart was out with a reconnaissance
force to Saran Sar, east of his camp, the troops being the North-
amptons, the Dorsets, and two battalions of Sikhs, with two
mountain-batteries and a company of Engineers. On the return,
a company of the Northamptons, covering the retirement, was
suddenly attacked, at close range, from a pine-wood on the left,
with Lee-Metford rifles firing the cartridges recently captured.
Assistance came from the front, the Dorsets and the 36th Sikhs
guarding the flanks, and then, as darkness fell, some companies of
the Northamptons, encumbered with wounded, and hard pressed
by the enemy, wandered into a nullah, or rocky gully, and were
severely assailed from all sides. When camp was reached, it was
found that Lieutenant Maclntyre, a sergeant, and eleven men
were missing. On the next morning their bodies were found,
slain by rifle-fire, at the bottom of a ravine. They had perished
rather than abandon wounded comrades. In this reconnaissance
nearly seventy officers and men had fallen in killed and wounded.
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There was more guerilla-warfare in the Tirah country, with
considerable loss to the British force in various encounters, the
enemy firing with accurate aim from cover. Private Vickery, of
the Dorsets, one of a detachment that became involved, in dark-
ness, in a network of gullies on the way back to camp, won the
Victoria Cross by an act of the utmost daring. Struck in the
foot by a bullet, with a wounded comrade lying beside him, he
was attacked by three swordsmen. He shot the first, bayoneted
the second, and brained the third with his clubbed rifle, and then
struggled on to camp, carrying his friend. Colonel Haughton, of
the 36th Sikhs, and Major Des Vceux, the defender of Fort
Gulistan, passed the same night entrenched with about 500 men
in some ruined houses, being surrounded by masses of the enemy.
The cold was intense, and there was nothing to eat. At early
morning they returned to camp, the total loss during the march
of Kempster's brigade on this occasion, November 16th, reaching
about seventy, including four British officers killed and three
wounded. These instances sufficiently show the nature of the
campaign. The enemy’s assaults were constantly repulsed; enor-
mous supplies were captured; and on one morning seventy towers
were blown up by a British brigade. On November 21st some
of the Afridi clans submitted, agreeing to pay 50,000 rupees and
to hand over 800 good rifles. Other tribes held out, the chief
being the warlike Zakka Khel, in the Bara valley, to the north
of the Tirah country.

As the next stage of the contest, Sir William Lockhart, send-
ing back the bulk of his transport, and holding the passes on all
sides with troops, advanced, on December 10th, for the new scene
of operations. Progress was attended by constant rifle-fire from
the hills at long range, causing some loss to the men, and above
a hundred baggage-animals, with their loads, were captured by
the Afridis. The rear-guard was continuously fighting, until,
in the third week of the month, the force, having met other
columns, settled down for a brief well-earned rest at Fort Bara.
Some of the British battalions, worn away by fighting and
disease, were replaced by fresh troops from the reserve-brigade
at Rawul Pindi. General Lockhart's new programme included
the re-occupation of the Khyber Pass forts, and a march into
the Bazar valley, north of the Bara district. On December
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18th the advance began. The operations in the Khyber and
the Bazar valley met with stout resistance from the Afridis, and
the losses incurred included Sir Henry Havelock-Allan, present
as Sir William Lockhart’s guest, the veteran son of the famous
Havelock of the Mutiny days. He was killed on December
3oth, by a long-range bullet from an Afridi sharpshooter, as
he was riding with a small escort from Ali Musjid to Fort
Jamrud. As the result of this part of the campaign, the Khyber
Pass forts came again into our possession, and the Pass was
opened for trade, after being for four months closed by the
hostile tribesmen. Among the many victims of sickness was
General Yeatman-Biggs, in bad health almost from the outset
of the campaign. More than once urged by his chief to leave
the front, he was unwilling at first to yield, but at last resigning
his command and starting for Calcutta, he died on January
4th, 1898, at Peshawur. A General Order expressed the regret
of the army for the premature loss of an officer of distinguished
service in China, South Africa, Egypt, and on the north-west
frontier of India.

In the early days of 1898, there was more sharp fighting
with the Afridis near the Khyber Pass, and on January 29th
the Yorkshire Light Infantry, under fire for the first time, and
the 36th Sikhs, under Colonel Haughton, were strongly assailed
by superior numbers. The fighting was so close that the officers
freely used their revolvers to keep the enemy at bay. The
veteran Haughton, whose courage, coolness, and skill had been
the admiration of all during the Tirah campaign, died like a hero,
firing a rifle at the swarming foes. His adjutant, Captain Turing,
was shot dead at his side. Three lieutenants of the Yorkshires
also perished, and Major Earle and two others were wounded.
The total loss was fifty-nine, of whom twenty-two were killed.
The enemy withdrew when re-inforcements arrived. , During
February and March, negotiations with the chiefs were being
carried on, the Afridis being blockaded in their hills. At last
the headmen came in and submitted, a result due to Sir William
Lockhart’s personal influence. On April 4th he relinquished the
command in a General Order, praising the spirit and endurance
of all ranks of his force. On leaving Peshawur he was loudly
cheered by tribesmen from the neighbouring district.
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In another quarter, a campaign had been conducted in Jan-
uary, by Sir Bindon Blood, among the Bunerwals, a tribe to
the east of the Malakand Pass, who had been in the field in
the action at Landaki, and had failed to make submission.
Two brigades, including the East and West Kents, the High-
land Light Infantry, four Punjabi battalions, some batteries, and
four squadrons of horse, were employed. On January 6th,
a small battle was fought at the Tangao Pass, leading into
the Buner country, and the position, only held by the enemy
as a point of honour before submission, was taken with most
trifling loss. The whole war ended, after nine months since
the first outbreak, in the submission of the Zakka Khel Afridis,
the most stubborn of the border tribes.

The border-campaign with the tribes had not been wholly
satisfactory in its events and issue. The enemy had suffered
severe losses, rather in the destruction of their homes and petty
forts, and of food and forage, than of men, and British power had
been asserted in regions previously unvisited by our troops. The
courage, discipline, and patience of the men engaged had been
unsurpassed. They had gained much experience in a new style
of warfare against very skilful, well-armed, and stubborn foes.
The little Goorkhas, among the native troops, ever gay in fight,
with the hearts of lions, had been as wonderful as they always are
in mountain-warfare. The British officers had exposed themselves
with their usual devoted courage, and had suffered terribly in
courting danger for the honour of their corps and as an example
and encouragement to their followers under heavy well-directed
firc. Among the mistakes of the campaign was the abandonment
of the Dargai position after its first seizure. The second capture
of the formidable heights had, however, a great moral effect on
the Afridis, who admitted that they had never had such a beating,
and the brilliant feat in which the Gordons had so large a share
was talked of among Mussulmans all over India, with excellent
results for the maintenance of the repute of the Indian army as
invincible in all warfare. We conclude with the statement that
from June 1oth, 1897, to February 7th, 1898, the forces engaged
had 684 DBritish and 1233 native troops killed and wounded,
including forty-three British officers killed and ninety disabled.

The military troubles of the year 1898 did not end with the
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frontier-warfare. In January, there was an outbreak in Mekran,
a sandy coast-district of Baluchistan, and on the gth a survey-party
in charge of Captain Burn, R.E., was attacked in the Kej valley,
with the slaughter of many native guards and survey-assistants,
and the loss of the Government treasure-chest. The assailants
belonged to a tribe rebelling against the Khan of Khelat, a petty
potentate loyal to the British cause. An expedition was sent by
sea from Karachi, comprising some hundreds of infantry and two
guns under Colonel Mayne, with some horsemen and engineers.
The British officer soon disposed of the enemy. On January 31st
he attacked their force, 1500 strong, at the western pass of Turbat,
and in a two hours’ action completely routed them, with the loss of
about 100 killed, including several chiefs. His force suffered to
the extent only of three Baluchis killed and eight wounded, with
two casualties among the gunners. Some later operations com-
pletely restored order in the scene of disturbance.

In 1896-97 a terrible famine, due to drought, occurred in north-
west and central India. The usual energetic measures were taken
in the distribution of food and the establishment of relief-works,
and British charity, through a “ Lord Mayor’s Fund ”, subscribed
about £540,000 for the aid of sufferers. In June, 1897, an earth-
quake of unusual severity for India did much damage in Calcutta,
and caused serious loss of life and property in Assam. In 1896—97,
some thousands of deaths occurred in and near Bombay from an
attack of “plague”. In January, 1899, Lord Elgin was succeeded
as Viceroy by Lord Curzon of Kedleston. The new ruler, after
a brilliant career at Oxford University, had gained valuable know-
ledge and experience as a traveller in the East, and had filled the
offices of Under-Secretary of State for India and for Foreign
Affairs. He found himself called upon to deal with a still more
serious famine, due to drought in north-western and central India.
Large sums of money were again subscribed to a Lord Mayor’s
Fund. In July, 1900, over six millions of persons were in receipt
of relief, and cholera was making ravages among the hapless
victims of hunger. Before the end of the year, sufficient, and, in
some parts, copious rains had fallen in the vast districts affected,
and this downpour, combined with the persistent efforts of the
government in furnishing food, gradually made an end of the
suffering on the verge of which many millions of the teeming
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people of India seem destined to exist, at the mercy of the sea-
sons, and doomed to perish in great numbers before food can be
brought up from other regions and distributed over an extensive
area. There can be little doubt that the only effective means of
preventing this loss of life is the making, on the largest scale, of
irrigation-canals for the conveyance of water to every cultivated
region of the plains. In the first half of the century, a great and
good Anglo-Indian civilian, Sir Arthur Cotton, one of the finest
types of British administrators in India, an “expert” of the
highest class, as sound-minded and honest as he was able and
experienced, proved by his own work the efficacy of irrigation.
He was in charge of a great territory drained by the Godavari,
one of the chief rivers of India, the largest in the Deccan, rising
within fifty miles of the Indian Ocean, on the west, and flowing
south-east across the peninsula to the Bay of Bengal. Cotton’s
great irrigation-works included a magnificent annicut or dam at
the head of the delta, throwing off three main canals with a
distributing length of 528 miles, and the supply of water
thus obtained turned the entire deltaic region of the Godavari
into a great garden of perennial crops, and ensured a large
province against famine, not only without cost to the state, but
with direct profit to the exchequer. For fifty years this great
administrator, with less success than he deserved, persistently
urged the making of canals on successive Indian Viceroys and
Secretaries of State, but they have hitherto failed to give the
first place to canals, instead of to railways, in the construction
of public works.

In coneluding the history of British India, apart from Burma
and Assam, down to the present time, we may note the means of
defence against external and internal foes now provided by her
rulers. It becomes yearly of greater importance that in that quarter
of our vast Empire we should be really and evidently strong. We
have to deal with and to govern, not the ancient India, which was,
in Sir William Hunter's words, a mere dealer in curiosities, nor the
India of the Company, which was a retail-trader in luxuries, but
with a new India which is a wholesale producer of staples, with an
enormous export of the grain which feeds and of the fibres that
clothe distant nations. The very growth in prosperity and power
has brought with it new difficulties and dangers. Among the
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many ceascless labours of our administration we have, by the
educational system, created a kind of aristocracy of intellect en-
tirely after our own model in the persons of many thousands of
rising young men, whose studies have been carried on at our
schools and colleges, and in the pages of our class-books, and who
have adopted British views as to the ends of government and the
principles of legislation and of public life. They are yearly asking
for and obtaining a larger share of influence and of power, and we
are, in the policy of all the later Viceroys, more and more governing
the peoples of India, not only for themselves, but by themselves.
Our position in regard to the native subject-population, or the
internal difficulty, lies in the necessity, as matters exist at present,
of combining perfect tolerance in religious affairs, and respect for a
free press and a free right of public meeting, and an educational
system ever producing better results, with a system of administration
which is in many respects, as will be seen, practically despotic. The
solid foundation of our power lies in the justice and beneficence of
a rule which should win the ever-growing confidence of the natives
in the advanptages of living under British control. At the same
time, since the mere suspicion of weakness would endanger the
security of the whole fabric of our dominion, it is imperatively
necessary to be strong in the material and moral force of military
strength. The external danger lies in the advance of our borders
to meet the approaches of an aggressive and unscrupulous European
and Asiatic Power. It is within the last few years that, mainly
under the auspices of Sir Frederick, now Lord, Roberts as com-
mander-in-chief in India, a new departure has been made in mili-
tary affairs. That distinguished soldier, born at Cawnpore in 1832,
son of an Indian officer, General Sir Abraham Roberts, and edu-
cated at Eton, Sandhurst, and Addiscombe, entered the Bengal
Artillery in 1851, and did good service during the Mutiny in most
of the great events, including the siege and assault of Delhi and
the relief and the final capture of Lucknow. His Victoria Cross
was won by the pursuit of two Sepoys who were hurrying off with
a captured colour, which he tore from their grasp at the cost of
both their lives. He served in the Abyssinian expedition of 1868,
and in the Lushai warfare of 1871-72, winning his chief military
renown, as we lately saw, in the Afghan contest of 1879-8o.
After commanding the Madras army for four years, Roberts at-
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tained in 1885 the highest military post in India, and was then
enabled to render perhaps the most valuable services of his whole
career, extending, on his return to England in 1893, over more
than forty-one years. In dealing with the now completed work of
strengthening the North-western frontier against possible invaders,
we must not fail to give due credit to Lord Roberts’ predecessor in
the chief command, Sir Donald Stewart, who sketched out a great
plan of defence, to which his successor made important additions
of his own devising. The British frontier has been advanced to
the crests of the passes leading from Afghanistan towards our
territory, and in the opinion of military experts the whole north-
west has been made impregnable by the line of forts and fortified
posts, and the military and strategic railways, constructed in carrying
out the elaborate scheme for repelling aggression in that vital point.
Only a great European army, dragging behind it the heaviest of
modern artillery, could venture to approach one of the formidable
strongholds that confront invaders coming from that quarter.
When we turn to the new means of safety provided against internal
troubles, we find that throughout the territory of Bengal and Madras
fortified posts have been created as places of refuge for the Euro-
pean population in the event of a native rising. If such fastnesses
had existed in 1857, the Sepoy revolt would probably have been
quelled within a few weeks, and our Indian records would have
been devoid of the atrocious massacres and avenging scenes of that
tragical time. The British garrison of India has been augmented
by more than ten thousand men, permitting a large increase of
our native troops, and thus making India ready for defence against
a first-class European Power. Apart from the re-organization of
our own native army effected before and during the administration
of Lord Roberts, an important advance has been made in the
development of new elements of defence. We saw how, in 1885,
when war with Russia seemed to be at hand, many of the native
princes made the most loyal offers of aid. Under the civil and
military rule of Lords Lansdowne and Roberts, this spirit was
turned to good and permanent account. A carefully planned
system of Imperial Contingents was organized and initiated, and
many of the feudatory rulers now maintain, at their own cost,
bodies of troops no longer equipped in antique and useless fashion,
but carefully armed and trained into fitness to fight beside British
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troops in time of need. Lastly, Lord Roberts, affectionately known
among the privates as “Bobs”, proved himself at once the soldier’s
and his country’s friend in the excellent provisions made for the
physical and moral benefit of the men. The troops serving in
India are now clad suitably for the climate and for their work; their
rations have been improved, and they enjoy many minor comforts
which promote their efficiency by rendering them more contented
with the service. Institutes, reading-rooms, recreation-grounds, and
gardens provided for their use powerfully aid the cause of temper-
ance which, under the zealous advocacy and efforts of civilian and
military reformers, now shows under the colours in India many
thousands of total abstainers, men whose names rarely appear on
the punishment-rolls of their regiments.

The total strength of the European army, exclusive of native
artificers and followers, for the year 18967, was 74,000 officers and
men, composed of over 13,000 Royal Artillery, manning over 6o
batteries of field-guns, besides mountain- and garrison-pieces; about
5600 Caval;y, 340 Royal Engineers, nearly 54,000 Infantry, and
over 8oo staff-officers. The regular Native Army consists of about
4500 artillery, 23,000 cavalry, nearly 4000 sappers and miners, and
about 114,000 infantry. The European officers of this force
number 1580, the native officers being about 2760. The entire
European and native army thus amounts to about 220,000 men.
It is well to note the great change, since the days of the Mutiny,
in the proportion of European to native troops. In 1856, there
were 40,000 British soldiers and 215,000 natives; there are now
74,000 British and 145,000 natives; in other words, the pre-
ponderance of the native element has been reduced from over 5 to
1 to less than 2 to 1. The effective strength both of the European
troops against internal foes and of the combined armies, British
and native, against foreign adversaries, has been vastly increased
by the creation of railways, affording the means of rapid concentra-
tion and movement, and by the institution of a regular transport-
service with an organization for supplying animal-carriage, hospital-
servants, and other requisites for an army in the field. The im-
provement in the health of our soldiers in India through sanitary
care has been such that the death-rate has been reduced from nearly
7 per cent in 1856 to a little over 114 per cent. The European
military strength is augmented by the existence of over 20,000
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with the rainfall, and by rain and snow creating and constantly
feeding the mighty rivers that descend for the good of the tillers
of the soil in the Punjab, the North-west Provinces, Oudh, and
Bengal. The Himalayan vegetation, according to the height above
sea-level in three well-defined zones, is tropical, temperate, or
arctic, displaying tree-ferns and bamboos, ilexes and mountain-oaks,
and many varieties of pine and fir; the chestnut, the walnut, and
the maple; and furnishing for our British parks, gardens, and glass-
houses the fine deodar or Himalayan cedar, the gay rhododendron,
and the fantastic flowers of the orchid-race. Barley, oats, millets,
and several other small grains, rice in the moist ground of warm
valleys, and the potato, introduced from England, and largely grown
on land wastefully cleared of forest, are the chief food-plants of the
Himalayan hill-tribes. Some faint conception of the grandeur of
the scenery, apart from the towering strongholds of frost and snow
rising often two miles higher than the topmost ground of the
Matterhorn and Mont Blanc, may be formed from the facts that
the Indus, rising in Tibet at 16,000 feet above sea-level, bursts
through the western ranges of the Himalayas by a gorge in Kash-
mir nearly three miles in depth, while the Sutlej, issuing from a
lake in Tibet, makes its way through the great range by a ravine
where the ground ascends on each side to 20,000 feet, and at one
part of its course flows in rocky rapids, between bare and precipitous
mountains towering above, with a savage force that sometimes
reduces to small fragments the great cedars and pines committed
to its waters for conveyance to the plains of the Punjab. All
detailed description in this part of our subject—the alluvial and
diluvial work of the great rivers, the change of the Brahmaputra’s
course, the method of deposits in forming deltas, the tributaries and
the traffic, the fertilizing bounty of holy Ganges in her irrigation-
canals and in the silt of her overflow on the land beside her banks—
these and a hundred other interesting and important matters con-
cerning the rivers of northern India should be sought in those
wonderful books of Sir William Hunter’s, 7%e /ndian Empire and
The Imperial Gazetteer of India. The fertility of soil induced by
the rains and rivers in northern India is such that two harvests are
yearly reaped in most districts from land favourably placed, and in
Lower Bengal, after pulses, oil-seeds, pease, and various green-
crops have been taken off the ground in the spring, early rice-crops
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follow between July and September, and the chief rice-harvest of
the year comes two or three months later.

The scenery in the upper and middle courses of the Bengal
rivers presents a country gently undulating upwards from the
banks in a vast expanse adorned with fine timber-trees and dotted
here and there with villages of mud-built huts. Groves of mango-
trees from forty to fifty feet in height, thickly-branched and spread-
ing at the top, with densely-crowded lengthy pointed leaves, make
the air fragrant in the spring-time with blossoms like to those of
the sweet chestnut, and yield in summer their abundant egg-shaped
yellow or ruddy fruit. The noble peepul (pipal) or sacred fig, with
masses of green leaves; the wild cotton-tree, blazing with large
crimson blossoms that come forth before the leaves: the tall
graceful tamarind with its dainty leaflets, feathery-fine, arranged in
pairs upon the stalk, rise into air above the field-crops. Of all
the Indian trees, the banyan is the strangest to the European eye.
This wondrous member of the fig-tree tribe, with oval heart-shaped
leaves from five to six inches long, has branches that throw down
hanging offshoots which, rooting in the ground, become new stems
and spread the mother-tree abroad until a very wood is formed,
lasting for ages after the central trunk has perished from decay.
We have record of a banyan thus displaying in irregular colonnades
above three hundred stems as large as those of good-sized oaks
and ten times as many of inferior size, the whole of them together
covering a space on which seven thousand persons could stand
beneath the leafage, which contains a world of forest-life in birds,
and native bats that live upon the fruit, a scarlet fig no bigger than
a cherry, growing in pairs from the axils of the leaves, and crowds
of chattering monkeys that make the foliage as well as fruit their
food. The banyan is an object of special reverence to Brahmans,
as the peepul is to Buddhists. As the traveller down the stream
or by the river-bank draws nearer to the sea, palm-trees arise upon
the view, and in the delta he beholds the rice-fields stretching flat
and far away, bordered by various tufted palms producing the
areca-nut or betel, the cocoa-nut, the date. There, too, are growing
in abundance the gigantic grasses called bamboos, with jointed
stems, hard, light, elastic, hollow save for the light spongy pith,
and rising to a height of from ten to fifty feet. Of all productions
in the vegetable world, the cocoa-palm and the bamboo are most
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remarkable for their varied uses to the natives of the provinces
that lie on the Indian coasts. The qualities of strength, lightness,
elasticity, and hollowness in the bamboo adapt it for arrows,
quivers, bows, and shafts of javelin, spear, and lance; the native
mariner employs it for the masts and spars of smaller craft and
to make decks for boats; the fisherman forms from it his angling-
rods and fishing-poles and stakes for netting. The builder and
the maker of furniture and utensils find in the bamboo material for
scaffolding, ladders, framework for houses, flooring, roofing, tent-
poles, flag-poles, palanquin-poles, bed-posts, umbrella-handles,
walking-sticks, water-pipes, weaving-implements, carts, litters, biers,
baskets, buckets, pen-holders, toasting-forks, and tongs; for pencils,
rulers, cages, pipes, pipe-stems, blowing-tubes, chairs, seats, screens,
couches, tables, and cots. Rails, fences, light bridges, are all made
of bamboo, and the finely-split stems are worked up into mats,
ropes, and even sails for boats. The lining of the stems, after
being made into a paste by bruising and steeping, affords an excel-
Ient paper. The young and tender shoots are eaten like asparagus,
or made into soup with meat and spices, or pickled in vinegar for
exportation to Europe. The manifold utility of the cocoa-nut
palm for food and oil; for roofing, mats, baskets, and screens; for
timber and cordage, cups and ladles, needs no further mention here.
The valley of the Ganges and its tributary rivers produces wheat,
barley, Indian corn or maize, and various millets in the more
northern region, and rice as the staple crop and general food on
the lower courses, while the rich territory, as a whole, affords
sugar-cane and cotton; indigo and tobacco; saffron and other dyes;
oil-seeds and flax; ginger, capsicum, red pepper, and other valuable
spices; aloes, castor-oil, and many other medicines from shrubs,
herbs, and roots; resins, varnishes, gums, perfumes, and india-
rubber; melons, pumpkins, and yams; the opium-poppy and the
mulberry; jute in the delta, shell-lac in the woods, splendid timber
from many a kind of trees,—in short, nearly all that in the vege-
table-world is, in that climate, of service to feed, clothe, shelter, and
cure mankind.

Central and Southern India, with their triangular table-land
forming the great peninsular region, are bounded and intersected
by mountain-ranges, broken by river-valleys, and varied by peaks
and spacious upland plains. The Vindhya Mountains, in their
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popular name, form several separate systems of hills on the north,
from 1500 to more than 4000 feet in height, with large masses of
forests, peaks, and ridges, interspersed with tilled ground, high-lying
table-lands of grassy growth, and charming river-courses. The
Eastern Ghats (meaning “landing-stairs” upon a river, applied
here to the passes of ascent from the coast-land to the inner pla-
teau) have an average height of only 1500 feet. The Western
Ghats run far closer to the shore, here and there rising from the
ocean in grand precipice and mighty headland, with an average
height of about 3000 feet, and peaks of near 5000 by the coast.
The table-land inclosed by the Vindhyas and the Ghats varies in
height from 1000 to 3000 feet above sea-level, with peaks and
ranges ascending to above 4000, and the Nilgiris (“ Blue Moun-
tains ”, Neilgherry Hills) attaining above 7000 feet at Utakamand
(Ootacamund), the summer-capital of Madras, and near gooo feet
in Dodabetta peak, in the southern angle where the Eastern and the
Western Ghats unite. The mountains on the western side, in the
Bombay Presidency or province, display at many points the spec-
tacle of bare trap-rock rising in stately heights of natural fortress
with a curving front, and guarded at the sides by round towers of
stone unshaped, unpiled by human hands. Southwards, the passes
from the sea ascend through regions of dense forest, and lower
still a gap of 20 miles in breadth presents an easy access, only 1000
feet in height, to the interior of the country. The barrier of
mountains on the west of the central plateau has no opening for
rivers to the Indian Ocean between Cape Comorin and Surat, and
the two great streams, the Narbada (Nerbudda) and Tapti, on the
south of the Vindhyas, flow north of Surat into the Gulf of Cambay.
The Eastern Ghats have broad and easy passages to and from the
Bay of Bengal, and by these the rainfall of the table-land reaches
the sea in the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Kistna (Krishna), and
the Kaveri (Cauvery). Among the finest points of scenery in
central and southern India are splendid falls on the Nerbudda
between its source and Jabalpur (Jubbulpore); the passage of the
same river, nine miles west of Jabalpur, through a narrow gorge
between lofty rocks of white marble; and the grand cascades and
rapids of the Cauvery at Sivasamudram, where the river splits into
two streams as it passes through the Ghats.

Among the forest-trees of the Western Ghats are the famous
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and most valuable teak, unrivalled for durability and strength in
the construction of houses, bridges, ships, furniture, and railway-
carriages; the pun tree of Tinnevelli and Travancore, with tall
straight stems for masts and spars of large ships; and the black-
wood, excellent for carved furniture. The smaller vegetation
includes the plant supplying the capsules known as cardamoms,
whose seeds become an aromatic pungent spice of great value as
an export, largely used in medicine as a stimulant and cordial,
and as a flavour in confectionery. The forests on the hills of
Coimbatore contain the precious sandal-tree with its fragrant lasting
odour, fatal to insects and so making the compact and fine-grained
wood most suitable in India for desks and work-boxes and orna-
mental articles, with a special value for cabinets designed to keep
specimens in natural history. The high-priced essential oil, used
as a base for many perfumes, is distilled from the heartwood and
the root. The whole growth is a government-monopoly, with
exports yearly valued at about £80,000. In the hill-country of the
south, as in the virgin forest-land of Coorg, the luxuriant tropical
foliage, viewed from a height above, has a rare wild beauty in its
vast waving ocean of green leaves, within whose shelter live the
tiger and the elephant, the leopard and the bison, the tall powerful
sambhar (sambur) deer, the jungle-sheep and many kinds of smaller
game. The rainy season shows the tourist water dashing down
from giddy heights in cataracts that, at one spot of the Western
Ghats, descend with sound of thunder through more than 8oco feet.
The tillage of the valleys and of the high central plains, on ground
that is yearly more and more won from the jungle, includes wheat,
various kinds of smaller grain or millets, pulses, tobacco, sugar-cane
and cotton. On the western coast, between the Ghats and the sea,
the fruit-bearing palms, the rice, and the two or three successive
crops yearly reaped, make the rich land rival the products even of
the lower Ganges. Spices and dyes, and many drugs for medicine,
are also raised in southern India, where the drought that sometimes
comes upon the interior high levels is remedied by irrigation from
huge lakes or tanks constructed by the damming up of valleys as
receptacles of storage for the water falling in the season of an
average monsoon.

The meteorological phenomena or climatic conditions of India
are, as might be expected from the range of latitude and the diver-
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sity of physical features, of very varied character. The monsoons
of the Indian Ocean blow from the south-west between April and
October, bringing the wet season of the year, which specially affects
the western and the eastern coasts, and Bengal and Assam. In
those regions the rainfall varies from an annual average of 67 inches
in Bombay Presidency to 44 inches in Madras Presidency, and
again from 67 inches in Bengal to the greatest rainfall in the world,
of uncomputed average, in Assam, where 56 inches have been
known to fall at one station in four days. The lowest recorded
average in that country is over 52 inches, the highest 8or. North-
western India is comparatively dry, the rainfall varying from less
than 6 inches as the lowest average in that part of the Punjab
which is protected from the monsoon by the Sulaiman range to 71
inches at Simla, and from 25 inches at Muttra on the plains to g1
at Naini Tal in the hills; while in Sind the average nowhere exceeds
16 inches, and the Indian Desert, in the north-west of Rajputana,
is almost rainless. Lying half within the tropics, India is of neces-
sity a region of great heat. The average mean yearly temperature
in the south and west and in Bengal varies from nearly 78 degrees
in Calcutta to nearly 8o in Bombay and 82 in Madras. In the
north-west, the dryness of the climate makes the summer heat, in
May and June, sometimes attain 120 degrees in the shade, with an
average shade-heat, in Sind and the Western Punjab, of nearly 110
degrees on the afternoons of July. Remembering that on an aver-
age the temperature falls about 3 degrees for each thousand feet of
ascent, we find a cool and healthy climate, even in the hottest
seasons, at the sanitaria or health-resorts established in the hilly
districts as the one means of enabling Europeans to resist and
remedy for many years the drain upon their strength due to their
life and work on lower levels. At Darjiling, Simla, and Masuri
(Mussoorie), in the Himalaya, the mean yearly temperatures are
about 52, 55, and 59 degrees respectively; at Shillong, in Assam,
the temperature rarely exceeds 8o degrees, and fires are needed
from November until March; at Pachmarhi, in the Central Pro-
vinces, a convalescent depét for European troops, the average
warmth is about 10 degrees below that of the valley; at Ootaca-
mund (Utakamand), in the Nilgiri Hills, a paradise of beauty, the
chief sanitarium of the Madras Presidency, the mean temperature

is 58 degrees, at 7230 feet above sea-level.

Vor. IV. 8%
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Closely connected with the climate of the country are the sub-
jects of medicine and vital statistics. On the latter head, owing to
the prejudice of natives against inquisition into details of their life,
and the impolicy of all attempts at compulsory registration, the
information is of a very imperfect character as to births, deaths,
marriages, and sex and age. It is only in municipal districts that
any fairly accurate account can be obtained. It seems that the
average annual death-rate for the whole population was, in 1895,
about 30 per thousand, according to the registered returns; the total
deaths, in a population of about 198 millions (not the whole number,
by many millions, in the land, but those subject to registration),
amounting to nearly 6 millions. Of these deaths, 292,000 were due
to cholera, 120,000 to small-pox, 4, 110,000 to various fevers, 231,000
to bowel complaints, 87,000 to injuries, and nearly 1,100,000 to all
other causes. During the decade 1881—91 the population grew by
10 millions. On the subject of medicine, we have already noticed
the decline of Hindu art and science, in the cure of disease, with
the causes thereof, and may here note the remarkable revival which
followed the establishment of medical colleges in India by the
Government about the middle of the nineteenth century. The
educated Mohammedans were quick, the Brahmans and the cul-
tured Hindus in general less ready, to take advantage of the new
opening to a lucrative and honourable career. The Hindus, how-
ever, soon far more than made up for their earlier reluctance, and
of late, the British medical colleges throughout India contained
nearly 1700 Hindu students, 340 Mohammedans, 540 native Chris-
tians, Parsis, Eurasians, Europeans and others, while a recent
year saw the publication of about 230 medical works in the native
languages. The growth of the modern native study of medicine,
beginning with vernacular schools in Calcutta and Bombay, founded
between 1820 and 1830, is traced in the creation of the Medical
Colleges of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay between 1835 and 1857,
and the extension of the pursuit of this branch of scientific know-
ledge to Haidarabad (in the Deccan), Nagpur, Agra, Lahore, Bal-
rampur (Oudh), Patna, Dacca, Poona, and Ahmadabad. Among
the official and non-official agencies— Medical Boards, Medical
Physical Societies, Medical Departments, Inspectors-General of
Hospitals—charged with the care of the public health, we have
the Sanitary Commissioner to the Government of India, Sanitary
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Commissioners to the Local Governments, Health Officers to the
municipal bodies, and special Committees or Commissions appointed
from time to time to inquire into particular outbreaks and forms of
disease.

The zoology of India comprises, as even persons less instructed
than Macaulay’s schoolboy know, some of the fiercest and most
rapacious and destructive, one of the largest and most sagacious,
some. of the most useful and of the most graceful, and, among the
birds, most gorgeous creatures that the world can show. A tragical
contrast to the European fauna is presented in the fact that the

- Government, as protector of the peasant and his herds, is forced
to wage a constant war, by a regular scale of payments for each
slaughtered foe, against the wild beasts—tigers, leopards, wolves,
hyeenas, bears, and elephants-—and, above all, against the deadly
snakes that bring destruction on the life of men and cattle. Each
year it is known that nearly 24,000 persons and about 70,000 cattle
are slain by wild beasts and snakes. The total number of savage
animals yearly destroyed, for which rewards are claimed according
to the tariff, exceeds 13,500, while the number of snakes thus
known to have been killed reaches more than half a million. Of
the beasts, the tiger is the most destructive, but the snake-bite is
by far the most fatal agency, since of late the number slain by
animals was under 2500, while above 21,400 fell victims to the
cobra and its poisonous congeners. Of the cattle, 64,500 were
slain by wild beasts, and about 4000 by the bite of snakes pro-
voked, no doubt, by accidental treading on the reptiles, a large
cause of death to the bare-legged natives walking in a garden, field,
or jungle. The lion is now nearly extinct, only a few strictly pre-
served specimens of the maneless variety being found in the hill-
desert and forest-land of Kathiawar, the peninsula or western por-
tion of Gujarat (Guzerat), in the Bombay Presidency. The tiger,
rare now in many great districts, is still found from the malarious
tarai, the moist and jungly tract that skirts the southern parts of
the Himalayas, eastwards to the Sundarban swamps of the Gan-
 getic delta, and southwards in the vast jungles of the central table-
- land. The deer and antelope are his chief food, where they are
- abundant; in lack of these, he preys upon domestic cattle. It is
'f when the tiger has once tasted human flesh and become that
- dreadful epicure, a “man-eater”, that his destructive work becomes
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a terror to whole districts, causing villages to be deserted by the
people and areas of tillage as large as Middlesex to be abandoned
for the time to waste and weeds. There are true records of these
animals, which are mostly old ones, disabled from pursuit of deer,
having each killed more than a hundred persons, often rather from
cruel rage than hunger. When such an animal has taken up his
station near some lonely pathway, to spring on every passer-by, or,
with his lair in the adjacent jungle, quarters himself upon a village,
caring nothing for the sheep and cattle, but making prey of the
inhabitants in turn, all egress from the place, nay, even from the
mud-hut in which each family lives, becomes an enterprise hardly
less dangerous than the leading of a forlorn hope. The only
resource for people devoid of firearms or without the skill and
courage to use them with effect against a monster so terrible, is
to invoke the aid of some British “sahibs”, officers who may be
quartered in a military station, or of a bold tourist ranging the
country in search of big game for his rifle. The foe then succumbs
to attack from a party mounted on trained elephants, or, in some
cases, to assailants on foot, men of the steadiest nerves, the surest
eye, and the most finished weapons. The sportsman who will go
face to face with the lord of the Indian jungle, and, while a shot
that wounds but fails to kill is almost certain death to him who
fires it, can slay his enemy in a single-handed battle, may retire
upon his laurels as the winner of the blue riband of sport, and,
listening unmoved to tales of daring, will feel assured that the
reciter has never been so near to death as he has. Recently, nearly
800 persons and about 30,000 cattle were returned as the victims
of tigers, and 36,000 rupees, or £ 3600, at the value of two shillings
per rupee, were paid during one year to native professional hunts-
men for the destruction of nearly 1300 tigers. -

The leopard or panther is in all parts of India far more
common than the larger beast of prey, and in a year about 200
persons and over 25,000 cattle are destroyed by their teeth and
claws, while about the same sum in money as for tigers is paid
for the slaying of over 3700 leopards. In the years 1890 and
1891, a district of Lower Bengal had a dreadful experience of
destruction caused by the ferocity of that rarest of creatures, a
man-eating leopard. The records of Oriental natural history and
sport present no other instance of such a monster. Wolves and
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hyenas are yearly the slayers of about 300 persons, mostly
young children, and of nearly 7000 cattle, but the leopard has
always been regarded as the chief enemy of goats, sheep, poultry,
and the village dogs, rarely attacking human beings without pro-
vocation. Stealthy and silent in tread, and as crafty as a fox in his
ways, he creeps by night into the hen-roosts, and destroys the
whole stock in one raid. At the Indian hill-stations such as Simla
and Mussoorie, the pet-dogs of ladies have been frequent victims,
carried off before their mistresses’ eyes. A new terror for villagers
arose when in Rajshahi, a district of larger area than Norfolk, on
the north bank of the Ganges in eastern Bengal, a leopard was
reported to the police, in the month of July, 1890, as having killed
and eaten a girl aged four and a boy of seven. This information
was at first disbelieved, and the officials suspected that the children
had been murdered, or that the authors of the tragedy were
hyznas or wolves. In August, however, some natives came again
to the police, declaring that the leopard had been seen to kill a boy
aged eight, and that he had also carried off a baby six weeks old.
The authorities still lacked faith in the story of a leopard with a
taste for human flesh, but in December information came in that a
boy of seven had been killed by a leopard described as a large
heavy-shouldered beast, with rather a short tail, and averred
by the villagers to be the same creature as the perpetrator of
the other ravages. Terrible confirmation of the truth of these
assertions came fast. In January, 1891, this monster carried off
eight victims to devour at his leisure, and not one month of the
year passed away without the destruction, by the same animal, in
the same districts, of human beings varying in number from one to
fourteen. A woman of thirty years, returning from market with
her son of ten, was seized by the neck and instantly killed, when
she rushed to the rescue of the lad on whom the leopard had
sprung from the thicket. The boy’s body was carried off into the
jungle, in view of several of the woman's acquaintance who hurried
in terror from the scene. A cow-herd, rising at early morning,
found his mother’s body lying in the courtyard, with her neck
broken and blood sucked by the same ferocious beast. In January,
1892, fourteen persons were killed by the leopard, in February
twenty-one, in March thirteen, and in the first week of April the
total number of country-people slain by this one animal had reached
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about 150. Many attempts had been made both by natives
and Europeans to rid the district of this mortal plague, but all
had ended in failure, due to the leopard’s cunning care in hiding
himself among the sugar-cane crop into which elephants may not
be sent, or in the thick grass or the undergrowth of jungle impene-
trable by human eyes. At last, on April 6th, 1892, nineteen
elephants with mounted shooters were brought into action, and,
the animal having taken refuge in a patch of high grass, he was
forced out by an advance, shoulder to shoulder, of the whole body.
Even then, he got away without being sighted by any of the
shooting-party, but a poor villager, whose wife had been killed by
the beast, chanced to see him climb into a tree, and there he was
surrounded and, after many shots, was slain. The length was six
feet six inches, and the head and shoulders were unusually large.
Jackals, chased like the fox by the packs of Anglo-Indian
sportsmen; troops of wild dogs that hunt down deer and car-
nivorous animals; bears, feeding on honey, fruit, and ants; and the
wild hog, well known from accounts of the exciting sport called
“ pig-sticking ”, are among the fierce animals of the Indian woods
and hills and plains. Except in the north-west, the elephant is
still found wild in many parts of the land, chiefly among the higher
ridges and table-lands of the hilly regions. The forests of Coorg,
Mysore, and Travancore are the only southern districts where the
animal lives in a natural state, his chief haunts being in the hills
on the north-east frontier from Burma to Assam, and along the
taraz or jungly and swampy ground of the southern lower edge of
the Himalayas. The method of capturing elephants in a kraal or
#heda, a huge stockade, into which they are driven as a trap,
starved into submission, and then tamed by well-broken fellows, is
well known. In 1891, about 260 were thus taken in Assam, the
strength and sagacity of the beast being still in considerable de-
mand for purposes of draught, and custom and love of display
causing high prices to be paid by native princes for good specimens
of the towering creature so extensively used in the warfare and
pageantry of the olden days. The animals are now a monopoly of
the Government, and may only be shot in case of danger to human
beings or destruction to crops, while ‘“The Elephants Preserva-
tion Act” of 1879 protects them from slaughter, capture, and
injury by heavy fine and imprisonment, except in the case of
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persons having licenses on certain terms. Four varieties of the
rhinoceros, two with a single and two with a double horn, are to be
variously found in the Sundarbans, in Burma, and in the swamps
of the Brahmaputra valley. The mild-natured game of sportsmen
in India includes many kinds of deer and antelopes, and of wild
sheep and goats in the Himalayas. The gausr or bison of the
jungles on the hills, often over six feet in height to the top of the
shoulder-hump, with huge head and short curved horns, is as
dangerous and exciting to hunt as the tiger or the wild elephant.
The buffalo is a great and intensely fierce creature, crowned with
an enormous head; thenyl-ghau, nilgai, or “blue-ox”, as its Persian
name signifies, is held sacred by the Hindus from a fancied
kinship to the bovine race, but is really a large kind of antelope.
The huge rat called a bandicoot, sometimes two feet in length, and
wvoles or field-mice, among countless specimens of their tribe, are
respectively injurious to plants and fruit, and to the usual crops
of the field.

The subject of birds is far too wide for any detailed account.
A hint of the teeming winged life may be given in a scene that is
often witnessed in a “compound ” or bungalow-garden. A host of
beautiful paroquets are resting on or flitting about the trees when
a flapping of wings is heard, and vultures swoop down from the
sky, each picking out his prey, and plucking the bright-hued
feathers in preparing for a meal as they perch on some lofty branch,
amid the flight of the other terror-stricken birds. There are many
kinds of eagles, falcons, and hawks, and the sportsman has abun-
dance of choice amid game-birds, living on land and water, of almost
every kind known to the British Isles. The reptiles, besides the
cobra, include poisonous salt-water snakes, and two kinds of
crocodile that make the rivers and tanks dangerous to careless
bathers. Numbers of scorpions, capable of inflicting very severe
and troublesome wounds from the sting at the end of the tail, make
themselves hateful by their habit of getting into houses, and
secreting themselves under bedding, and in boots and other articles
of wear. In the sea, the rivers, and the tanks, fish of many kinds
supply abundant and wholesome food, the maksir of the hill-
streams, a kind of very large barbel, being specially dear to the
sportsman from its spirit and strength. The /%i/se, tasting and
looking like a sort of fat white salmon, very largely captured in
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the rivers of Lower Bengal, has a very rich and agreeable flavour.
Of the countless varieties of insects, the bee, the silk-worm, and
the lac-insect are the most useful to man. The butterflies are such
for splendour as the tropics alone produce. Locusts are sometimes
found to clear a district of its verdure. The white ant and the
mosquito, and moths of destructive habits, are truly odious pests
to all people in India. A quotation from a letter of Macaulay’s,
written in 1836, and dated from Calcutta, may serve to explain
why Europeans flee from the life of the plains to the comparative
repose, coolness, and comfort of the hills. “One execrable effect
the climate produces. It destroys all the works of man with
scarcely one exception. Steel rusts; razors lose their edge; thread
decays; clothes fall to pieces; books moulder away, and drop out
of their bindings; plaster cracks; timber rots; matting is in shreds.
The sun, the steam of this vast alluvial tract, and the infinite
armies of white ants, make such havoc with buildings that a house
requires a complete repair every three years.” - The “white ants”
are, in fact, not ants at all, but properly called Termites, feeding
mostly on wood, entering the timbers of houses from below, eating
out the interior into a hollow deceptive shell, and committing the
same ravages on wooden furniture of every kind.

From the fauna of India we turn to some brief account of the
mineral resources of the land. First in order of importance come
salt, saltpetre, and coal. Salt is a substance of supreme necessity to
the Indian peasant with his almost wholly vegetable diet, and, apart
from imported supplies, is largely obtained by evaporation from sea-
water along the whole line of coast, and from inland salt-lakes, such
as the great Sambhar Lake in Jaipur and Rajputana. This sheet
of water, which at its largest extent, after filling by the rains, mea-
sures about 20 miles in length from east to west, and from 3 to 10
miles in breadth, with a depth varying from 1 to 4 feet, is surrounded
by rocks abounding in limestone and salt. From October to June
the waters are constantly evaporating, so that the surface is reduced,
in a very dry season, to about a mile in length by half a mile in
breadth. The dry area is then covered with a white, crisp efflor-
escence of salt, and the valuable property is leased by the Indian
Government from the native rulers, the Rajput princes of Jaipur
and Jodhpur. The material supplies the markets of the Punjab, the
North-west Provinces, and Central India with an annual average of

-
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100,000 tons, affording work to above 400,000 labourers, and many
thousands of carts and cattle. Salt, as a true mineral, is largely
obtained in the quarrying of massive cliffs, unsurpassed for extent
and for quality of salt, in the north-east of the Punjab, the chief
mine being the “ Lord Mayo”, in the district of Jehlam (Jhelum).
As for saltpetre, in its natural form, nearly the whole European
supply for the making of gunpowder and for other purposes is
derived, except for that obtained from the Chilian nitrate of soda,
from efflorescent products of the soil in Northern Behar, and, to a
smaller extent, from like gatherings after heavy rain in the North-
west Provinces. The mining of coal has been for forty years an
industry of steadily progressive value. The first English coal-
mine, producing 50,000 tons in 1878, was opened in 1820 in the
Raniganj Sub-division of the Bardwan District of Bengal. The
coal-field has an area of about 500 square miles in a region now
cleared of its former thick jungle, with seams varying in thickness
from 70 to 120 feet. A great impulse to production was given by
the commencement of the East Indian Railway in 1854, and the
demand has continually grown with the increase of railway-works,
river-steamers, and jute-mills at Calcutta. At Serampur, in the
Hugli District of Bengal, we find a colliery about 220 yards deep,
styled “ Jubilee Pit Number Two”, in British coal-country fashion,
and ponies draw the tubs along the dark galleries under nude
drivers yelling in various native tongues. At Makum, in Assam,
a fine quality of coal for steaming and smithy purposes is worked,
and the mines of Warora and Mohpani, in the Central Provinces,
are also important. The annual output of the Indian collieries was
recently 2,168,000 tons. The best quality, however, has less
fixed carbon than British coal, and above three times the amount
of ash, so that it will perform only from two-thirds to three-fourths
of the duty done by its rival, which is imported almost at ballast-
rates. As the total imports from Great Britain were only 784,000
tons in a recent year, it is clear that the demand for Indian coal is
not likely to decrease.

Iron-ore of wonderful purity has been worked for many ages in
every part of the country from the Himalayas to the extreme
south, but the primitive methods of smelting, using a very large
amount of charcoal, do not enable the product to compete in price
with the British imports, and the only remunerative works, apart
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from the small enterprises of many peasant-families of smelters, are
those of the Bengal Government at Khendua, in the Manbhun
District of the province. Silver is nowhere found. Gold is obtained
in small quantities by washing in hill-streams, and of late years
quartz-crushing, in reefs resembling those of Australia, has been
tried in the Wainad (Wynaad) Sub-division of the Nilgiri District
and in the Kolar District of Mysore. Several millions of British
capital have there been sunk in providing plant of the most efficient
kind, and good results may yet be attained. In 189o-91 only three
of the many gold-mines opened in Southern India were yielding
fairly, the total produce for 1891 being valued at under £450,000.
Limestone for metalling the roads and for making mortar is almost
everywhere found, and the hill-country abounds in building-stone
of excellent quality. The pink marble of Rajputana was used for
building the old architectural glories of Agra; the Deccan has trap-
rock; the valleys of the Godavari and the Narbada are rich in sand-
stone; and Southern India has valuable granite. The precious
stones of India are, in native hoards, the inheritance of what was
gathered in past ages, and, apart from the jade and ruby-mines of
Upper Burma (not India at all, though made a part of the Indian
Empire) and the pearls and other gems of Ceylon, nothing worthy
of mention is now obtained. The famous diamonds of Golconda,
a fortress and ruined city a few miles west of Haidarabad, in the
Nizam’s Dominions, and once the capital of a large and powerful
kingdom, were not found there, but were the natural productions of
another part of the territory, cut and polished by Golconda artisans.
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CHAPTER VIII.
INDIA— Continued,

PEOPLES, RELIGIONS, AND OCCUPATIONS. COMMUNICATIONS,
COMMERCE, TRADE.

Distribution of the population—The non-Aryan hill-tribes—The Santals—Kandhs—Bhils
—Religious classification of the people—Rammohun Roy and Keshub Chunder Sen—
The Parsis—Introduction of Christianity—The Roman Catholic Church—Protestant
missions—Friedrich Schwarz—William Carey— Henry Martyn— Bishop Heber—
Formation of dioceses—Labours of Dr. Duff—Progress of mission work—Occupa-
tions of the people—Agriculture—Means of irrigation—Products of the soil—Growth
of rice, wheat, and millet—Oil-seeds—Vegetables—Fruits and spices—Cotton and jute
— Indigo, opium, and tobacco—Coffee and tea— Cinchona— Production of silk—
Sketch of village life—Preservation of the forests—Cotton, jute, and other manufac-
tures— Native industries— Means of communication—Railway system of India—
Great engineering works—The Bhor-Ghat Incline—Telegraphs—Statistics of export
and import trade—The internal trade of India.

In 1891 the population of the whole of India, including Burma,
exceeded 289 millions. One-third of the country, containing about
67 millions of people, is left in the hands of its hereditary rulers, so
that British India, our Indian Empire strictly so called, under direct
British administration, had then a population of about 222 millions.
The diversity of races and languages has been already described in
a previous section, and we have here to note first some facts con-
cerning the distribution of the vast numbers of British subjects in
the land, presenting results very widely different from those in our
own country. Premising that the population has rapidly increased,
from a total of under 200 millions for British India in 1881, and
noting that the whole number of English, Scottish, and Irish resi-
dents, apart from the army, just exceeded 100,000 in 1891, we find
that the average density, excluding Burma and Assam, is one of
280 persons to the square mile on an area of about 745,000 square
miles. The proportion in France is but 186 (in 1891) to the square
miles; in England and Wales it is now about 500. We must
specially observe that India is not a region of large towns, but has
an almost entirely rural population. In the year of the latest census,
1891, there were only about 200 towns with numbers exceeding
20,000, and of these only 60 towns had more than 50,000 people.
Villages with less than 200 people probably exceed 300,000 in
number, and we may estimate at over 200,000 more the villages
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having between 200 and 500 inhabitants. The contrast between
India and England (with Wales) is this—that over 53 per cent of
the people in South Britain were in 1891 living in 182 towns
exceeding 20,000 people, while in British India less than 5 per cent
were so situated. Many of the so-called Indian towns are, more-
over, nothing but groups of villages in the midst of which tilled
land and pasturage are seen. There are many country districts that
are overcrowded, with populations, as in many parts of Bengal,
exceeding 1000 persons to the square mile of tillage, and there are
also great tracts of fertile soil ready for cultivators, but it is very
difficult to induce the Indian peasantry to migrate from their her-
editary farms. A more equal distribution is all that is needed to
enable the land in India, with average seasons, to well support a far
larger population than the present. Before proceeding to classify
the people according to religion, we may remind the reader that, in
respect of race, about 1924 millions in British India are Brahmans
and Rajputs, of comparatively pure Aryan blood, about 11 millions
are “aboriginals” or “ wild forest tribes”, about 140 millions are of
the mixed population known as Hindus, composed of Aryan and,
more largely, of non-Aryan elements, and about 50 millions are
Mohammedans descended from Central Asiatic invaders and vari-
ously mixed in race.

The non-Aryan hill-tribes deserve some special notice in
connection with their recent history and with the British military
service. The Santals, numbering about one million in 1872, live
in jungle-villages or among the mountains, on the north-eastern
edge of the central plateau, abutting on the Ganges in Lower
Bengal. The social life is based upon a strong regard for the tie
of kinship. The people of each hamlet, governed by a hereditary
headman, with a deputy and a watchman or policeman, feast, hunt,
and worship together, and the chief punishment for crime consists
in expulsion from the village into the loneliness of the forest. The
gods worshipped are those of the race, the tribe (each of the seven
clans having its separate deity), and the family, while offerings
are also made to many spirits of the river and the forest, and
of ancestry, to demons of the well and the mountain, and other
unseen beings. Towards the end of the eighteenth century the
Santals who had lived by hunting and by regular plunder of the
lowland-harvests, began to work on farms and to hold land in
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connection with the Permanent Settlement of Bengal. They
acquired confidence in British rule, and lived in peace and pros-
perity until they came within the grasp of Hindu money-lenders,
who by 1850 had most of the men in the hamlets at their mercy,
and were terrorizing the people by threats of imprisonment under
British law. In 1848, the inhabitants of three villages had fled
back to the jungle, and resumed the wild life of former days. At
last, in 1855, a body of Santals, 30,000 in number, armed with
their bows and arrows, started for Calcutta, about 150 miles
distant, with the intention of seeking help in their trouble from the
Governor-General, Lord Dalhousie. Such a movement was sure
to end in mischief. Collisions with the police ended in rebellion,
quickly suppressed with some serious loss of life. Relief was then
afforded to their pecuniary needs, and a British officer, in charge
of the Santal Parganas or District, arranged a form of government
with the village headmen. The Kandhs (Kondhs or Khands,
meaning “ hill-men ”), numbering about 100,000, live in the high-
lands at the east of the Central Provinces, and overlooking the
Orissa delta and the northern part of the coast in the Madras
Presidency. Their form of rule is patriarchal, and until they felt
the pressure of the strong British hand, blood-feuds and human
sacrifices prevailed. Between 1835 and 1845, under able and
energetic British administrators, the Kandhs were brought to a
peaceful and orderly life, dwelling on clearings of forest-land,
furnishing their best men to the police, and growing yearly in
prosperity under the new system. The predatory clans have now,
in British India, been transformed into peaceful cultivators and
loyal soldiers, displaying one of the most gratifying of the many
beneficent results of our rule. Since the days of Clive and Coote,
the fidelity, truthfulness, attachment to their social superiors, and
the cheerful courage of the hill and forest tribes have been marked
by the officers who, on many a field of battle, have led to victory
soldiers thence recruited. As pioneers and as engineers these
men have also done excellent service, and some of the most valiant
and valued of our native regiments, as we have seen in the gallant
little Gurkhas of Nipal (Nepaul), are furnished by these reclaimed
dwellers in the uplands of India. The Bhils, numbering over half
a million, inhabit the Vindhya, Satpura, and Satmala Hills lying
in the west central and western region, along the forest-covered
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banks of the Narbada and the Tapti During the eighteenth
century, treated as outlaws by the Mahrattas (Marathas), they
became robbers of a desperate character, defeating large bodies of
troops sent against them in their strongholds, and scourging the
people of the lowlands by their raids. When the territory called
Khandesh was occupied by the British in 1818, anarchy was at its
height, and the roads were only kept passable, or the villages
habitable, by the regular payment of black-mail to the Bhils.
Expeditions sent against them were powerless through the deadly
malaria. The great reformer of this state of things was the
splendid soldier, Captain, afterwards Sir James, Qutram, who went
into the hills and made friendly advances to the chiefs, whom he
won over by feasts and by his exploits in tiger-shooting. He then
conceived the idea of enlisting them in favour of the cause of
order, and enrolled a small body of men from among his com-
panions in the chase. In 1827 he had 600 sturdy warriors in his
corps, who fought bravely for the British Government against
freebooters. At this time, the District treasuries are guarded by
Bhils, who form the chief police of that region.

In a religious classification, British India contains about 156
millions of Hindus and Brahmos, 50 millions of Mohammedans,
over 7 million Buddhists (almost entirely in Burma), about 114
million Christians, 6 millions of people holding “animistic” or tribal
nature-worship faiths, 114 million Sikhs, half a million Jains, about
80,000 Parsis, and 15,000 Jews. The Brahmos, very few in
numbers, form a community termed the Brahmo-Somaj, or
“Church of the one God”, “ Theistic Church”, developing a new
religion among Hindus educated in the western learning. The
new faith had its rise with a Brahman of high birth, named
Rammohun Roy, who, having come to doubt the ancestral beliefs,
formed a creed like the Unitarianism of this country, accepting the
morality preached by Christ, but rejecting His deity and miracles.
In 1831 he visited England, where he was warmly welcomed on
account of his high character, his zeal against the idolatry of most
of his countrymen, and his services in promoting the abolition of
suttee. He died at Bristol in 1833, and his work was continued
by his Indian followers. The spread of British education greatly
aided the movement, and a new leader arose in Keshub Chunder
Sen, who joined the new church in 1858, and visited Europe in
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1870. The fundamental principles of the Brahmo-Somaj are the
recognition and worship of one Supreme God, the rejection of all
special revelation, with reliance upon nature and intuition alone for
religious knowledge, the ignoring of caste, of sacred books or
places, and of all idolatrous rites, with esteem for what is good in
all religions. The members of the association, which has above a
hundred branches in India, are reformers of marriage-customs and
promoters of female education, and have been represented, since
1880, by the Zleistic Quarterly Review. The Sikhs, the Jains,
the Hindus, and the Buddhists have been already dealt with,
and the Mohammedans need no further mention.

The Parsis have an importance wholly independent of their
scanty number. Their name means “people of Pars or Fars”,
z.e. ancient Persia, and they are a remnant of the followers of
the old Persian religion of Zoroaster (Zarathustra or Zerdusht),
holding the sun and fire in reverence as the emblems of purity and
light, and so of divinity. The ethical rules aim at purity in
thought, word, and deed; the cleansing of physical and moral
foulness is effected by washings with holy water or with earth, by
prayers and by the recitation of passages of the sacred writings
mn the language of their ritual, the ancient, holy Zend; and By
flagellation or by gifts to the priest. Marriage is permitted only
within the limits of the sect. The dead, as is well known, are
exposed on the iron grating of the Dakhmas or Towers of Silence,
to the action of the elements and of birds of prey, until the bones
fall through into a pit beneath, whence they are removed to a
subterranean cavern. The Parsis form, as merchants and landed
proprietors, one of the most respectable and thriving sections of
the community, living chiefly at Bombay, Surat, and Ahmadabad
in the west, and at Calcutta and Madras. They are conspicuous
for integrity, industry, skill in trade, wealth, general intelligence,
benevolence, and a splendid mode of life. Their eagerness to
profit by western civilization is seen in the presence and success
of many of their students at the London University examinations,
and at other British resorts of learning. About two-thirds of the
whole number, or some 50,000 Parsis, reside in Bombay, where
they are conspicuous, in person, for their tall and stalwart figures,
and their picturesque dress of long full white cotton trousers and
shirts, with the high black tiara on the head, and, as citizens, for
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their noble public spirit in the expenditure of their wealth. Many
of the richest merchants of Bombay are Parsis, and other members
of their community are very successful as ship-builders, engineers,
hotel-keepers, and artisans. It is one of the sights of Bombay to
behold, on the sea-strand, at rise and set of sun, many pious
worshippers of fire standing erect, or kneeling on rugs, in adoration
of the coming or departing orb of day.

Christianity, apart from legends concerning the preaching of
the doubting apostle, Saint Thomas, arrived on the Malabar coast,
in the person of converted Jews on board of the regular Roman
merchant-fleet from the Red Sea, before the close of the second
century. For a thousand years, from the fifth to the fifteenth
century, the Nestorian doctrine of the Syrian church was the main
representative of the Christian faith in that part of Southern India,
and this was followed by the Catholic form introduced by the
Portuguese early in the sixteenth century. In 1560, the Inquisi-
tion was established at Goa, and its warfare with heretics and
pagans continued till its abolition in 1812. The Syrian Catholics
in that region, retaining in their services the Syrian language and
part of the old ritual, and acknowledging the Papal supremacy, still
number over 220,000. The work of Portuguese missionaries
among the heathen, including that of the famous St. Francis
Xavier, who arrived in 1542, promised at one time the establish-
ment of the faith through a large part of India. It left behind it,
in the Portuguese territory as now held, the spectacle of the only
Christian State-polity in the whole country, with a territory divided
into parishes provided with churches and with other ecclesiastical
features of a Christian land. The Jesuit missionaries, after the
downfall of Portuguese political dominion, effected by the Dutch,
in 1663, by the capture of Cochin, had much success. The sup-
pression of the Order in Portugal, in 1759, deprived the Indian
Jesuit missions both of priests and of funds, and the work of con-
version became very feeble. Since the re-establishment of the
Society in 1814 much progress has been made, and the Roman
Catholics of all India, with Burma, now exceed 124 millions. Over
two-thirds of the priests are natives, and there have also been
several Brahman bishops. The missions include secular and
regular clergy from many of the European countries, including
Great Britain, Germany, and Holland. Since 1886, there has been
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a regular ecclesiastical constitution of sixteen dioceses, grouped into
six provinces, with two separate vicariates and three prefectures.
Catholics are most numerous in the native states of Travancore and
Cochin. The number of converts is steadily increasing, having
more than doubled since 1851, and there is a good supply of
colleges and schools.

The first Protestant missions in India were established by
Danish Lutherans in 1706, at Tranquebar, in Tanjore. The
translation of the Bible into Tamil and Hindustani was effected;
but progress was slow, and for more than a century, from 1719 till
1824, the Lutheran missionaries were mainly supported by our
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel next took charge of the work. The
famous Friedrich Schwarz, born in Brandenburg in 1726, was
appointed and paid by the S.P.C.K,, sailing for India in 1749.
His character was a combination of piety and good sense, and he
laboured with great success in Tranquebar, Trichinopoli, and Tan-
jore until his death in 1798. Hyder Ali of Mysore formed a high
estimation of the German evangelist, and in arranging terms of
peace with the Government of Madras he declined to receive and
trust any other negotiator. He was tutor and guardian to the
young son of the Rajah of Tanjore, and the lad became one of the
most accomplished of native rulers. It was Schwarz who founded
the Tinnevelli Protestant missions, numbering 3000 souls in 1816.
Four years later, two Lutheran ministers were sent out by the
Church Missionary Society, and in 1835 there were over 11,000
converts. In 1881, there were over 81,000, the work ‘having
flourished under the control of Bishops Sargent and Caldwell,
assistants to the Bishop of Madras. Dr. Caldwell is the eminent
Orientalist who wrote the Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian
Languages. The work in Tinnevelli is remarkable for the progress
made in the way of self-supporting churches. In 1884, there were
only five European and Eurasian missionaries, along with sixty-six
native clergymen, some of whom were maintained by their people.
The Baptist missions of Serampur were established in 1799 by the
famous William Carey, born in Northamptonshire in 1761, who
passed through the grades of shoemaker’s apprentice and Baptist
preacher to the position of the editor of grammars and dictionaries

in Bengali, Mahratta, Sanskrit, and other languages, in a sphere of
YoL. IV. 85
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labour from which, before his death in 1834, hundreds of thousands
of Bibles, or parts thereof, and tracts and other religious works,
had been issued in about forty Oriental tongues. Serampur was
a Danish possession until 1845, when it was purchased by the
Company, and it was chosen by Carey as the seat of his efforts on
account of the hostility then displayed by the Calcutta Government
towards the work of missions. Marshman and Ward were other
eminent Baptist labourers in this field, which was entered in 1798
by the London Missionary Society.

In 1813, the new Charter removed the Company’s opposition
to evangelizing efforts in India, and the Anglican Church, with a
Bishop at Calcutta, and three archdeaconries, one in each Presi-
dency, became directly connected with missions. Among the East
India Company’s chaplains, Henry Martyn, Senior Wrangler and
first Smith’s Prizeman at Cambridge in 1801, was conspicuous for
the zeal and ability of his labours in Bengal, where he translated
the whole New Testament into Hindustani, Hindi, and Persian,
the Prayer-book into Hindustani, and the Psalms into Persian,
falling a victim to his toil in 18r1. Dr. Middleton arrived in
Calcutta as the first Bishop in 1814, succeeded, nine years later,
by the eminent Reginald Heber, born in Cheshire in 1783, and a
student of Brasenose College, Oxford, where he wrote the prize-
poem, Palestine, which is almost the only composition of its class
that has become a part of our literature. His Aymns include the
well-known “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains”, and “ Lo, He
comes in clouds descending”. His death from apoplexy in 1826,
at Trichinopoli, was a grievous loss to the world of Christian char-
acter and ability. The Church Missionary Society and the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel have been the chief agencies of
the Anglican Church in Indian missions, her main success being
obtained, as we have seen, in Southern India. In 1835, the See
of Madras, and in 1837, the See of Bombay, were established, and
separate dioceses at Lahore and Rangoon (Burma) were founded
in 1877. In 1879, a missionary bishopric of Travancore and
Cochin was founded, and two other bishoprics have followed, that
of Chutia-Nagpur (Bengal) in 1890, and of Lucknow in 1892.
The ecclesiastical staff maintained by the Indian Government for
the spiritual needs of its European soldiers and officials consists of
about 160 Anglican, and 13 Presbyterian chaplains. The Bishops
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of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay are entirely paid by the Govern-
ment; those of Lahore, Rangoon, and Lucknow are maintained by
the income of voluntary endowments supplemented by a Govern-
ment salary; the See of Chutia-Nagpur is endowed by subscrip-
tions; the Bishop of Travancore is paid by the Church Missionary
Society. The Government-staff of clergy is confined to the official
and military centres, and the wants of Europeans at smaller stations
are chiefly supplied by ministers sent out by the Additional Clergy
Society and the Anglo-Indian Evangelization Society, a Noncon-
formist body. Among able and zealous missionaries of the Church
of Scotland we find Alexander Duff, born in 1806 near Pitlochry,
in Perthshire. A pupil of Chalmers at St. Andrews, he reached
Calcutta in May, 1830, after two shipwrecks on his outward voyage,
and struck out a new path in freely opening up European science
and learning to the natives of India, along with his religious
doctrine. He won the favour of the Indian Government, and
displayed his marvellous energy in re-founding his college in India
after the formation of the Free Church of Scotland, to which he
adhered, had removed his original institution from under his
control. He aided in establishing the University of Calcutta, and
raised the sum of 410,000 for the endowment of a missionary-
chair in the New College, Edinburgh. The sum of 411,000, pre-
sented to him as a token of esteem, was devoted by Duff as a fund
for the support of invalided missionaries. John Wilson, born a
farmer’s son near Lauder in Berwickshire, in 1804, was another
eminent Scottish missionary, labouring at Bombay from 1828, after
1843 in connection with the Free Church, until his death in 1875.
He had a wonderful knowledge of Indian peoples, languages, litera-
ture, history, faiths, customs, and ideas, combined with great energy,
sympathy, and wisdom. He became a Fellow of the Royal Society,
vice-chancellor of the Bombay University, and president of the
Bombay branch of the Asiatic Society. Many other missionary
societies, belonging to the Wesleyans, Presbyterians of England
and Ireland, and other bodies, have been at work in India, where
the number of native Protestant Christians increased more than
sevenfold between 1851 and 1890, from 91,000 to 648,000, a result
largely due to the increased employment of natives in converting
their brethren. The native ordained pastors grew, during the
above period, from 21 to 797, and, of lay-preachers, from 493 to
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3491. During the same forty years, the total number of pupils,
male and female, in Protestant mission-schools increased from
64,000 to nearly 300,000, with a rapid rise in the standard of
instruction, enabling the scholars to compete successfully with the
Government colleges at the University examinations. The educa-
tion of females has been a special object of attention among the
missionary bodies, the Protestant day-schools for girls having risen
from 285 in 1851 to 1507 in 1890, with pupils exceeding 108,000.
In considering the occupations of the people of India, we must
first apprehend that 70 per cent of the whole number are dependent
upon the land for their livelihood, in the tillage of the soil or in the
pasturing of cattle. An infinite variety of detail is found in the
methods applied to the deltaic swamps of Bengal and Burma, the
dry uplands of the Karnatik, the “black-soil ” plains of the Deccan,
the strong clays of the Punjab, and the desert sand of Rajputana
and Sind. The light plough of the Indian peasant, which he
carries on his shoulders to the field, only scratches the surface of
the soil, but shallow furrows are made again and again until by
repeated toil the whole of the earth is reduced to powder and
made easily accessible to moisture and heat. The lack of ordinary
manures is supplied, in the river valleys, by the rich silt deposited,
as in Egypt, by the annual flooding that follows the tropical rains,
and water for the growth of crops is variously obtained, in Sind
from channels for drawing off water from the Indus, from wells in
the Deccan and the Punjab, from tanks (natural and artificial lakes)
in the Karnatik, and by terraces cut on the hillside in every suit-
able locality to catch the streams pouring down from the higher
ground. Irrigation by canals made in former days, or repaired or
constructed anew under British rule, furnishes vast areas with the
needful moisture in regions lacking rain and the aid of tanks and
wells. This grand means of averting famine supplies two millions
of acres in Sind, over 780,000 acres in the Bombay Presidency,
nearly 314 millions of acres in the Punjab, about 134 millions of
acres in the North-Western Provinces, 1 million acres in Lower
Bengal, and about 124 millions of acres in the Madras Presidency.
Every effort is made both by the Government and by the culti-
vators to guard against the disastrous effects both of floods and of
drought. The valleys of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, and
the deltaic regions of the eastern coast, are protected by embank-
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ments against an undue overflow from the rivers. In Southern
India, where the inland plateau has an irregular supply of moisture
from the rainfall, and engineering-work is limited not merely by
the enormous expenditure required, but by the nature of the ground
in its confusion of hills and valleys and its unmanageable levels,
the tillers of the soil are largely dependent upon tanks excavated,
or adapted from the natural formation of the ground, in the hill-
country, and upon water obtained from the rivers by means of
anicuts or dams across them, causing an artificial flood for diversion
to the fields. Much service was rendered to the Indian peasantry,
in connection with irrigation, under the rule of Lord Mayo, who
executed or devised new systems of canals in the territory of the
upper Ganges, the Jumna, and the Godavari, and in Behar and
Orissa, and provided for interest on the cost of construction in a
liberal arrangement for canal-cess, which compelled the husbandman
to pay his water-rate only after proof either of benefit derived from
irrigation, or of wilful neglect, during five years, to use the water
brought by the canals close to his plot of ground. The Govern-
ment thus levied its canal-rate, practically, only in return for actual
value received, the estimate of liability requiring a demonstration
that the cultivator’s net profits, after paying the water-rate, had
been or would have been increased by use of the canal. Re-
cently, in the whole of India, excluding Lower Burma and
Assam, nearly 29 millions of acres or about one-fifth of the
whole area under cultivation, were irrigated from the various
sources above described, the amount expended in eight consecu-
tive years being nearly 20 millions of tens of rupees, chargeable
to revenue, or about 12 millions of pounds sterling, at the de-
preciated value of 1s. 234d. per rupee. The Agricultural Depart-
ment of our Indian Government strives to foster and improve the
people’s most important industry by collecting and furnishing early
information concerning the crops in every province, by directing
experimental farms, introducing new implements and objects of
tillage, founding and conducting schools for teaching agricultural
chemistry, and despatching native students to Europe for study of
the whole subject. Much attention is also paid to the improve-
ment of breeds of horned cattle and sheep, and of every class of
draught-animals and beasts of burden.

As regards the various products of the soil, we find that about
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one-third of the population of all India, or 93 millions, may be
described as living upon rice, grown chiefly in the deltas of the
great rivers, and on land along the sea-coasts; in the North-
Western Provinces and Oudh, that grain is grown only on the
naturally moist ground or by means of irrigation. In the centre
of the country, and in the Punjab, only small areas are under this
wet-loving plant, which needs about 35 inches of water for its
perfect growth. It is of late years only that the growth of wheat
in India has, by exportation to Great Britain, attracted much
attention in this country. The great districts for this familiar
European grain are in the north, and many readers will be sur-
prised to learn that the total wheat-area, exceeding 20 millions
of acres in one year, equals the whole amount of land devoted
to the crop in the United States. The Punjab alone, where the
wheat-area is above one-third of the whole acreage given to food-
grains, has more than 6 millions of acres, above double the amount
of land given to wheat in Great Britain. In the Central Provinces,
wheat covers 31 per cent of the area used for growing grain. The
removal, in 1873, of the Indian export-duty on wheat brought
a new supply of the cereal, hardly inferior in quality to the best
Californian and Australian grain, into the British market, the
average annual export from India to Europe over a series of
recent years having reached nearly 1774 million cwts. The most
extensive crop of India as a whole, in the shape of food-grain,
is found in varieties of millet, a very nutritious small grain locally
called, in its several forms, and in several dialects, joar, cholam,
ragi, bajra, kambu, &c. In the Madras Presidency nearly 12
million acres, or above half the total cultivated area, were recently
under this crop; in Bombay and Sind, 65 per cent of the total
food-acreage. A little Indian corn or maize, a large amount of
barley, and many kinds of pulse, locally called gram, dal, &c., are
also raised.

The native use of oil for lamps, for personal anointing, and for
food is very large, and we find a corresponding growth, in all parts
of India, of the oil-seeds which are also largely exported to Europe.
Rape-seed, linseed, sesamum, and castor-oil seed are the chief
products of this class, nearly 7 millions of acres being given to
their growth, with a yearly export recently of over 24 million
cwts., worth over 1634 . millions sterling. Many kinds of
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excellent vegetables, especially of the cucumber and. melon tribe,
and including, of late years, turnips, cabbages, and potatoes, are
grown in all parts for household use and for sale in the large
towns. The chief fruits—mangoes, oranges, pomegranates, guavas,
shaddocks, figs, limes, citrons, tamarinds, and others, including the
pine-apple—are generally known, with the spices turmeric, chillies,
ginger, coriander, aniseed, pepper, and cardamoms. The cocoa-
nut palm and date-palms have been already named. Sugar-cane,
of which the finest is grown in the North-Western Provinces, and
the date-palm, in one variety, furnish saccharine matter for home-
consumption and about 124 million cwts. for yearly export, with
the value of £1,200,000.

The foreign trade in cotton, grown for ages in sufficiency for
native requirements, dates mainly from the Lancashire famine of
1862 caused by the American Civil War, and already described
in these pages. Between 1860 and 1866 the value of exports
in raw cotton rose from about 2 millions sterling to 25 millions,
falling greatly again after the restoration of peace in America until
they were under 5 millions in 1879, and rising again of late years
to over 13%/ millions. The material is inferior, in length of staple
and fineness of quality for yarn, to the best American products,
but has a secure hold of the market for all but the highest class
of goods. The plains of Gujarat and Kathiawar, in the west;
the Deccan highlands, and the wvalleys of Berar and the Central
Provinces are the principal scenes of cotton-growth. There are
at present about 175 mills for ginning, cleaning, and pressing the
cotton in the Bombay Presidency, with work done by steam-power,
and forming a great branch of native industry. The second place
among Indian fibre-crops is taken by the jute which is grown in
the north and east of Bengal. The vast demand of recent years,
mentioned in our account of industries at Dundee, has done
wonders for the prosperity of the growers in India. The exports
in one recent year reached 8,690,000 cwts., worth over 81,
millions sterling, besides jute manufactures to the value of
42,441,000.

We pass on to the famous plant producing the blue dye called
indigo. Within the last half-century the British capitalist has
abandoned its growth in Lower Bengal; Behar, the North-Wes-
tern Provinces, the Punjab. and Madras are now the chief regions
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for the crop, with an average annual export of 144,000 cwts., valued
at about £2,400,000. The dyeing material is obtained by steeping
the leaves in a large vat until fermentation ensues; boiling the
sediment deposited in a second vat, straining it, and making it up
into cakes. The drug concerning which so brisk a wordy warfare
has long been waged in Great Britain and India, to say nothing
of the armed hostilities in China already described, is chiefly grown
and manufactured in the mid-Ganges valley, near Benares and
Patna, and in a portion of Central India, including the states of
Indore and Bhopal. There is produced the opium of Indian
trade, the cultivation being a Government monopoly in Bengal,
while the duty on that grown in the Native states is levied on
passage through Bombay territory to the ports of shipment. In
Rajputana, and in some small districts of the Central Provinces
and the Punjab, opium is produced for local use, the cultivation
of the poppy being prohibited through all the rest of British India.
In a recent year about 98,000 cwts. of opium were exported,
to the value of over 8 millions sterling, with a nett profit to the
Government amounting to about 3 millions. The cultivation of
the poppy and the preparation of the juice are elaborate, tedious,
and expensive operations, and, according to Indian custom, an
advance of money is made to the cultivator before preparing his
ground, to be repaid when he delivers his crop, for examination
and weighing, to the Government agents. The opium-grower
undertakes yearly to sow a certain area with poppy, with the
option of declining to sow at all, and, after engagement, he is
bound to transfer the whole produce to the Government, with
payment at a fixed rate, dependent on quality. Tobacco is grown
everywhere for native consumption. The Portuguese introduced
it in the early years of the reign of the British Solomon who so
strongly denounced the weed. The only Indian product in this
way that is much relished by European smokers is the “ Trichino-
poli cheroot” of the Madura and Coimbatore Districts in Madras.
Since 1830, when a coffee-garden was first established by an
English planter, the cultivation of the shrub, carried on by natives
since the end of the eighteenth century with plants introduced
from Arabia, has spread largely in Southern India. The whole
area thus occupied in 1893-94 was about 270,000 acres, producing
coffee to the annual value of over 2 millions sterling. In Coorg,
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nearly half of the whole cultivated area is devoted to the coffee-
plant, best grown at about 3000 feet above sea-level, in a warm,
moist situation, on soil composed of decayed vegetable matter such
as is furnished in forest-clearings. Indian tea, on a large scale,
is a product of recent years, now attracting more European capital
than indigo, and a very successful rival of the Chinese article.
In 1826, the tea-plant, a species of camellia, was found to be grow-
ing wild in Assam, after our conquest of the territory from Burma.
In 1834, when Lord William Bentinck was in power, the Indian
government took up the subject of tea-cultivation. Persons skilled
in the tillage, and in the preparation of the leaf for market, were
procured from China, and, on the importation of plants from that
country, it was found that the best-flavoured tea was produced by
a cross between the Chinese variety and the native plant of Assam.
In 1838, the first chests of Assam tea arrived in England, and two
years later the Assam Tea Company was in the field. Abundance
of capital was soon forthcoming, and, after preliminary failures due
to ignorance concerning soil and methods of preparation, the new
industry attained a great and permanent success. The plant is
grown very largely on the north-eastern hills in Assam, and in the
District of Darjiling, between Nipal and Bhutan. The cultivation
has of late years spread to the Nilgiri Hills, to southern districts
of Bengal, and to the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces.
In recent years statistics show that the total export of India-grown
tea has reached nearly 130 millions of pounds weight, with a
value of nearly 7 millions sterling, the bulk being sent to and
consumed in the British Isles. The cultivation in India of the
cinchona-tree, with the bark that yields the invaluable alkaloid
called quinine, was due to the untiring energy of Sir Clements
Markham, K.C.B., the very able geographer, explorer, and writer.
It was he who, in 1860, brought seedlings from Peru to India, and
for the first time reared artificially the tree which now supplies a
cheap remedy against fevers to the teeming people of the plains,
and exports to Europe enough bark to pay interest on the capital
invested. The Government centre of cultivation is on the Nilgiri
Hills, and there are large and valuable private estates. The
tillage has spread into various districts of Southern India, and the

Government have now a great and successful plantation at Dar-
jiling, in northern Bengal. Recently, the Government had nearly
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6 millions of trees at their two centres in the Nilgiris and in the
Darijiling District, the quinine produced not being made an object
of profit, but mainly devoted to the good of the people. The drug
manufactured at the public factory is sold at one rupee per ounce,
a price of which the significance can only be understood by those
who regard the prevalence of fevers in India and the efficacy of
the remedy thus placed within the reach of the poorest peasants.
Above 12,000 acres of trees, in the Madras Presidency and Coorg,
are in private hands, and of late nearly 3 million lbs. of bark were
exported, to the valde of about £80,000.

The production of silk is dependent on the mulberry-tillage,
largely conducted in Bengal. The silk-trade is not an increasing
industry. The Company, in the latter half of the eighteenth
century and up to 1833, did much to foster sericulture, and in the
above year about one million lbs. was the (average) annual export
from Calcutta. The growth of the mulberry is now chiefly carried
on, by native enterprise, in Lower Bengal, where recently nearly
16,000 persons, turning out 554,000 lbs. of silk, were thus employed.
The silk is partly used on native looms, and partly spun and made
into cloth at steam-factories in Bombay. The raw silk, exported
to France, the British Isles, and Italy, in this order of amounts,
is annually worth about £700,000. “Wild silk”, called Zasa» or
tusser, is obtained from the cocoons of worms feeding on various.
jungle-trees, the thread spun therefrom being mainly used on
native looms.

The mode of life with the vast majority of the Indian popula-
tion, those engaged in agricultural pursuits, is well described in a
cheap and accessible book, Mr. Ramakrishna’s Zife i an Indian
Village. The scene is laid in a typical hamlet of from fifty to
sixty houses, representing over fifty thousand such collections of
native abodes scattered over the Madras Presidency. The place |
consists of a cluster of trees, including the tamarind, mango, cocoa-
nut palm, and plantain; a group of dwellings, some thatched, and
some tiled; a small temple in the centre, devoted to a local
goddess, with a priest, and various servants of the shrine, including
a couple of dancing-girls; the whole being surrounded by about
500 acres of green fields, and having a large “tank” capable of
watering the land for six months. The community is governed
by its “headman”, called Munsiff in the south, and Potaz/ in many
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other regions. He is a petty local magistrate, who settles disputes,
directs the rural police, and collects the taxes. The accountant
and notary (Kurnam or Patwari) keeps a register of the produce
and the names of the little land-owners or tenant-farmers, and
draws up deeds of sale and transfer. Then come the money-
lender and banker, the schoolmaster, the physician, the car-
penter, the blacksmith, shepherd, washerman, potter, -barber,
tattooer, tanner, and a little body of pariahs, Hindus of the lowest
grade, living in their own quarter of the hamlet, and performing
various menial services. The work of this little village-world
goes on from year to year with the regularity of a machine, accord-
ing to the traditions of past ages, little influenced by a foreign
rule and a foreign civilization. The officials and the village
artisans are paid in grain at the threshing-floor in harvest-time.
The amusements consist in the gossip of the women when they
meet to draw water at the village-well or at the tank; in the songs
of the bard, and in the performances of wandering companies of
jugglers, acrobats, snake-charmers, and animal-tamers. There are
village dramas, and village feasts, and the schoolmaster, well-read
in the thousands of stanzas of the Maka Bharata in the Tamil
version, gives recitations or “ preachings”, on the summer nights
of the season of leisure, to open-air gatherings around his hut.
The most notable feature of the Hindu life in such communities is
the extreme importance attached to the religion which affects the
thought and action of every day and hour, in the pious native’s
anxiety to get rid of the need for future births after death in this
world, and to attain eternal beatitude. The village sprang up
around the temple, and the shrine of the local deity for ever
remains the centre of regard with those who most eagerly of all
things wish to acquire religious merit. The grand benefit derived
from British rule by these peaceful and harmless villagers, living
in scores of millions under our sway, is their freedom from plunder
by robbers of every class. Other advantages brought by our
administration are found in matters already mentioned with regard
to irrigation, the relief of famine, and the supply of the one great
medicine to fight the fever which is the peasant’s deadliest foe.

In the Sind valley of the Indus, and in the sandy districts of
the western Punjab, camels are used for agricultural labour; in
every other part of India, horned cattle, including many varieties
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of the humped breed, are solely employed for drawing the plough.
British encouragement, by means of cattle-shows and prizes, has
greatly improved the native breeds in parts of the Madras Presi-
dency. The Central Provinces have a high-class breed of trotting
bullocks, much valued for the wheeled carriages which are still
largely used by the affluent in Indian travel. Buffaloes are the
animals chiefly employed for draught in the deltaic regions, and
the milk of their cows is the best for producing the ghee (g/%7) or
clarified butter so largely used by the natives with their rice and
other grains. The Punjab is the chief source of horse-supplies for
the native cavalry, and much progress has been lately made, in the
same Province, in the breeding of mules for military use.

Since the middle of the nineteenth century, the British Govern-
ment has paid attention to the important subject of repairing the
waste of valuable forests caused by timber-cutters and charcoal-
burners, and by the tillage called “nomadic cultivation”, in which
the hill-people clear the ground of trees by burning, and having
neither oxen nor ploughs, exhaust the soil in a quick succession
of crops raised by the hoe, and then move on to a fresh patch of
jungle-ground. In 1864, an Inspector-General of Forests was
appointed: three years later, candidates for employment in the
Indian Forest Department were sent for training to the Forest-
schools of Germany and France, and in 1885 a special department
for this study was opened at the Royal Engineering College at
Cooper’s Hill, near Windsor. The destruction of the timber, now
greatly needed for railway-sleepers and engine-fuel, has been
arrested; replanting is progressing, and a regular system of con-
servation is in force. The chief trees and their value have been
already noticed; the area of reserved forests now exceeds 13
millions of acres, bringing an annual nett-revenue (year 1890-91)
of about £ 400,000.

The historical manufactures of India, still pursued on no mean
scale, were once unrivalled in their display of manual dexterity
and artistic taste. Long ages before cotton-weaving was known
in England, the native looms were producing the cloth which has
ever been, for both sexes, the chief material of Indian clothing.
Calicut, on the Malabar coast, gave us the word “calico”, and
Dacca, in eastern Bengal, became renowned in the eighteenth
century for the exquisite muslins compared to “woven air”. The
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competition of steam-power has overwhelmed the native hand-
work in the matter of cheapness, and the fabrication of cotton
goods by the old loom has become only a village industry, still
important for the durability of its products, still supplying more
than half the clothing of the Indian peoples. No diminution of
taste and skill has occurred, and Indian cottons are yet unsurpassed
for graceful design, delicacy of texture, and the purity and fastness
of the hues imparted by the dye-vat. Of late years, however,
British and native capital has summoned steam to its aid, and the
cotton-mills of Bombay are yearly producing larger quantities of
cloth. The first use of steam-machinery at Bombay for cotton
manufacture took place in 1854, and within 25 years the erection
of factories spread thence to Gujarat (Guzerat), Calcutta, Madras,
Cawnpur, and Central India, the chief centre always being, as now,
at Bombay. Recently there were, in all India, some 127 cotton-mills,
with nearly 25,000 looms, 3,270,000 spindles, and about 118,000
persons, men, women, and children, employed thereon, the capital
invested in these concerns certainly exceeding 7 millions sterling.
The Bombay Presidency contained 9o of these factories, of which
65 were in the city and island of Bombay, with chimney-stalks
emitting noisome smoke in the fashion of a Lancashire town.
The competition with the British maker is greatly favoured by the
raw material and the market being close at hand, and by the
cheapness of labour not subject to strikes. On the other hand, the
Indian manufacturer is hampered by the triple cost, as compared
with Great Britain, of erecting mills and stocking them with the
requisite plant; by the higher interest of money, the cost of fuel
and other imported stores, and by the short staple of the native
cotton. Manchester and her fellow-towns are thus enabled to hold
their own in the higher qualities of yarn and cloth. The factory-
workers are paid by the piece, boys and women being able to earn
from 7 to 10 rupees (8s. 64. to 12s.) per month, while a skilled
man’s wages, for the same period, vary from 30 to 65 rupees (36s.
to nearly £4). A family of several members will receive as much
as 100 rupees (£6) per month, which is a kind of opulence for the
natives of India. The daily work-hours are twelve, from six to six,
with an hour off for mid-day meal and a smoke. A Factory Act
protects youth from excessive labour and from mischiefs incidental
to the work. The yarn and twist are chiefly sent to China and
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Japan, the calico to Arabia and south-east Africa. Thelocal demand
is a main support of the trade, and the Indian twist and yarn of the
coarse and the medium qualities are superseding those of British
production. About half a dozen woollen mills, producing blankets
and cloth for coarse greatcoats and other garments, have lately
arisen in the Punjab and at Cawnpur. In recent years the
value of exports in cotton twist, yarn, and cloth reached close
on 8 millions sterling: woollen manufactures over £220,000. A
great manufacture of jute, mainly supported by British capital,
has arisen near Calcutta, and lately there were 24 jute-mills in
Bengal, with one at Cawnpur. These factories, as well as native
hand-looms in the north of Bengal, make gunny-bags for wheat,
wool, and other articles of commerce, working up about 315 million
cwts. of raw jute, and employing nearly 70,000 men, women,
and children. Over 171 millions of bags are annually exported
from Calcutta to Australia for the wool-trade, to California for
wheat, to Great Britain, the interior of India, and to Indian and
other eastern ports. In the Punjab, the North-Western Provinces,
and other parts of the country there were recently 22 breweries
supplying over 5 million gallons of beer, and furnishing, in addition
to the private local consumption and export-trade, more than 3
million gallons for the Commissariat department of the army.
Steam paper-mills at Bombay and near Calcutta have now almost
superseded the many small local manufactures, and three great
leather-factories at Cawnpur, with much native hand-work in the
same material, supply excellent saddlery, accoutrements, and other
articles with a cheapness that has restricted importation from the
home-country.

The native industries carried on in every village still form,
taken altogether, the most important manufactures of India in
weaving, pottery, iron and brass work, oil-pressing, ivory-carving,
and the making of gold-lace. Little remains of the fine hand-loom
fabrics once exported to Europe, but the extent of native work for
clothing is still very great, though it is declining rapidly in the
Central Provinces and in Bengal, and has been almost extinguished
by the cotton-factories in Bombay Presidency. In the south, fine
cotton fabrics are still made in the hand-looms of Arni, Masulipatam,
Nellore, and other towns and districts. At Surat, Ahmadabad,
Broach, Poona, and in other parts of Bombay Presidency good
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printed cotton is produced, with some articles including a mixture
of silk and borders of gold lace. In the towns, there is much
native weaving of silk, and the Punjab and Sind, Agra, Haidarabad
in the Deccan, and Tanjore and Trichinopoli in the Madras
Presidency, have numerous weavers of mixed silk and cotton, the
textures being often embroidered with gold and silver. Benares,
Murshidabad, Ahmadabad, and Trichinopoli produce very rich
pure silk brocades of most brilliant hue and elaborate patterns. In
recent years, silk-mills worked by steam have arisen at Bombay,
chiefly furnishing the Burmese market, and turning out of late
above 274 millions of yards of silk piece-goods, and nearly 300,000
yards of mixed fabrics, with a total value of about £160,000. The
beautiful and valuable shawls composed of the soft wool of the
“shawl-goat” of the Himalayas are made in Kashmir and in some
towns of the Punjab. Dacca, Patna, and Delhi have embroideries
of muslin with gold and silken thread. In the north of India,
including Bengal, carpets and rugs of cotton are made, and there is
a large export to Great Britain of woollen carpets in pile, manu-
factured by criminals in the jails. Kashmir, the Punjab and Sind,
and some parts of the centre and the south have weavers of the
famous pile-carpets made of short lengths of coloured wool skilfully
twisted into the threads of a strong ground-warp of cotton or hemp.
The goldsmiths, silversmiths, and jewellers of India produce
wonders of taste and skill in hammered work, chains and bracelets,
silver filigree, parcel-gilt, gold and silver thread for embroidery
and weaving, and work of all kinds in precious stones and pearls.
The iron-work of the village smithery consists mainly of imple-
ments for the tillage of the soil. The artisans of the towns are
still very skilful in ornamented sword-blades, chain-armour,
damascene-work of gold on iron and steel, and of silver on bronze.
The domestic vessels for the use of villagers are made by the
native brazier, one of the chief articles of his handiwork being the
ceremonial /lofa or globular bowl for ablutions. Benares has the
best craftsmen in Northern India for brass and copper-work in
domestic and religious utensils. The village potter turns out only
inartistic earthenware for cooking purposes, large jars for storing
grain, and floats for enabling persons to cross a swollen stream.
Sind and the southern Punjab have craftsmen of a far higher stamp,
producing beautiful ware in domestic vessels and glazed encaustic
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tiles. Wood-carving, ivory-carving, and inlaying with ebony,
ivory, tin-wire, sandal-wood, and brass-wire are the last occupations
that need mention here.

The olden means of communication were rivers, canals, and
very imperfect roads. The Ganges and the Indus conveyed
merchandise and travellers from town to town, and bore the
produce of the interior to the sea-board. In the centre and south,
there are no navigable rivers, as the heat of the summer reduces
the swift broad waters of the rainy season to paltry streams and
stagnant pools, and the Narbada and the Godavari, with abundance
of water, are hampered by rocky rapids. The steamers on the two
great northern rivers, the Indus and the Ganges, lost their
passenger-trade after the development of railways, but much of the
traffic for heavy goods, needing only cheap and slow transmission,
still passes to and fro on their waters. The Brahmaputra and the
Irawadi are still almost untouched by railway competition, and in
the Gangetic delta boats are the chief mode of access to every
village, and the rainy season furnishes a highway for flotillas of
craft laden with produce. Boat-racing is a favourite amusement
in this region, and the villagers compete with much zeal in the
many local regattas, sometimes ending with a procession of torch-lit
vessels. Inland navigation is also prosecuted both on ancient and
modern canals cut for the purpose, and on those provided for
irrigation.  The principal land-highway is the Grand Trunk Road,
which passes up the Ganges-valley from Calcutta to the frontier on
the north-west. This was planned in the sixteenth century as a
military road, but was not completed until the days of Lord William
Bentinck. The whole of the country under our direct rule now
has, for local communication, chief roads well metalled, in stony
districts with the calcareous limestone, and, in regions destitute of
the best material, with broken brick as a foundation. Government-
officials pay due heed to construction and repair, and safe bridges,
made of stone or iron, cross all the smaller rivers. Bridges of
boats afford a passage across the larger waterways, superseded by
ferries during the flood-time of the rainy season. Avenues of trees
along the highways supply a grateful shade to the wayfarer, who
now sees wheeled vehicles conveying goods instead of the former
pack-animals—bullocks, mules, or asses,—and is passed by the post-
cart which has largely replaced the d4% (dawk), or relay of native
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runners who, in earlier times, made their way singly along the
jungle-path, shaking a bunch of iron rings to scare away the
hyenas. In the hill-country, travellers are still carried in palan-
quins, covered boxes with wooden shutters like venetian-blinds,
borne by poles on men’s shoulders, or in wheeled carriages drawn
by men or bullocks or ponies sure of foot.

The railway-system of India began, as we have seen, in the
days of Lord Dalhousie, and the first railway-ticket was bought in
1853, for a journey from Bombay to Thana (Tanna), now a station
on the Great Indian Peninsula railway, 21 miles north-east of that
city. The natives of the villages declared that the wonderful
carriages that flew along with the speed of the wind were dragged
by a fire-devil whom the “Sahibs” locked up in an iron box, but
the people of India, more intelligent and less conservative than the
Chinese, have now discovered that the fire-devil works more and
better miracles than all their saints from the remotest age, and is
doing more good than all other resources of civilization. A minute
of Lord Dalhousie sketched out the main railways or trunk lines
destined to cross the peninsula in joining all the great towns and
military centres, and the original scheme was developed and supple-
mented by Lord Mayo and his successors. The earliest lines were
“ guaranteed railways”, constructed by private companies to whom
the Government undertook to pay a minimum interest of 5 per
cent on the expended capital, with a half-share for the State in all
profits above that amount, and a reserved right of purchase from
the companies after a term of years. These lines were made under
Government-supervision, and were managed, to a certain extent,
under State-control. The gauge was one of 514 feet, or nearly
1o inches wider than that of British lines, and the cost of construc-
tion averaged £17,000 per mile, a very heavy charge for a country
like India, having regard to the probable earnings. In 1869, Lord
Mayo saw that “the alternative”, in his own words, was “cheap
railways or none”. His desire was to afford benefit to the native
population in guarding against increase of taxation, and he there-
fore started a system of State-railways, constructed with capital
raised by the Government, executed by Government-engineers, on
a gauge of 33/ feet in some cases, costing less than 46000 per
mile, and provided with lighter rolling-stock. A subsidiary set of

lines thus penetrated the interior of the greater provinces within
VoL. IV. 86
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the triangle formed by the broad-gauge lines connecting Bombay,
Calcutta, and Lahore. It was in 1871 that Bombay became
directly connected with Calcutta and Madras. A third class of
railways consists of those that are worked by private companies as
“assisted lines”, with a low rate of interest guaranteed by Govern-
ment for a limited time, and aided in their construction by free
grants of land and in other ways. The Native State lines have
been constructed by capital locally provided, and the execution and
management have been, in most cases, intrusted to persons employed
by the Indian Government, or by the companies of main lines to
which the Native State railways are subsidiary. Since 1879, the
first class of railways, or “guaranteed lines”, still worked by the
original companies, have been mostly bought up by the State. It
is impossible to give here any complete account of the railway-
system, now extending over 22,500 miles.

The State-railways, including the guaranteed lines, comprise
(1) the East Indian, running from Calcutta to Delhi, with a branch
to Jabalpur (Jubbulpore), in the Central Provinces; (2) the Eastern
Bengal and (3) the Northern Bengal, the latter of which, starting
from a point on the former, runs northwards to the foot of the
Himalayas, and thence sends forth a shoot in the shape of a light
2-feet gauge line as far as the famous health-resort Darjiling,
acquired by the Indian Government in 1835, with a small district
round about, ceded for an annual payment by the Raja of Sikkim;
the place is thus brought within twenty-four hours of Calcutta.
Fourthly, the Great Indian Peninsula, starting from Bombay, sends
out one arm north-east to Jabalpur, with a branch to Nagpur, and
runs south-east to a junction, at Raichur, in the south of the
Nizam’s dominions (Haidarabad State) with (5) the Madras Rail-
way, running from the chief city of the Presidency to Raichur, as
above, and also across the peninsula to Calicut, with a branch to
Bangalore. The Oudh and Rohilkhand line connects, by means
of several branches, Lucknow, Cawnpur, Benares, Aligarh, Bareilly,
and other important points. The Bombay, Baroda, and Central
India runs due north, through Gujarat, to Ahmadabad, and gives
a passage, through junction with Rajputana lines, to Agra and
Delhi, with their connecting railways to the east and the north-
west. The important North-Western includes the Sind, Punjab,
and Delhi line acquired by the State in 1886, and thus connects
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Delhi with Lahore, Peshawar, and Karachi (Kurrachee). The
South Indian, a narrow-gauge, conveys passengers and goods from
Madras southwards to Pondicherri, Tuticorin, Tinnevelli, and other
places of that region. The Bengal-Nagpur Railway taps the great
wheat-growing country of the Central Provinces, joining the Great
Indian Peninsula line at Nagpur, and thus affording almost straight
communication between Bombay and Calcutta. The Indian Mid-
land runs from Bhopal, in Central India, by way of Jhansi and
Gwalior to Agra. Several smaller lines, in Bengal, in the Deccan,
in the north, and the north-west, afford needed accommodation to
travellers, special short railways being, in some parts, constructed
to native shrines which are yearly visited by vast numbers of pil-
grims from all quarters of the land. About 1500 miles of railway,
constructed at the expense of the rulers, exist in the principal
Native States of the centre and south. The Gwalior and Indore
lines were made from a loan of money advanced to the Indian
Government by the Maharajas Sindhia and Holkar, and are under
state-management. The most remote, in place, the most recent,
in time, of all these priceless labours of the Indian “navvy”, with
his stark, black-brown shiny skin, and three pennyworth of calico
round his hips as sole attire, is the Sind-Pishin Railway, running
far beyond the Indus, through the Bolan Pass, to Chaman, on the
north-west frontier of British Baluchistan, and only 6o miles south-
east of Kandahar. The strategic value of the line is very great,
as the territory is the meeting-place of many routes, practicable for
troops, leading from Kandahar to Sind and to the Punjab frontier.
The camels used for so many ages by caravans of merchants from
Herat, Persia, Bokhara, and Samarcand have been at last, in the
advance of the British Empire, disestablished by the iron horse,
and the end of another chapter of old-world history has been
written. At the eastern end of the Bolan Pass is Sibi, whence the
line runs by a very tortuous route through the narrowest and most
difficult part of the Pass, crossing the Bolan ravine nine times in
the space of four miles.

Many great engineering-works have been achieved on the
Indian railway-system. The widest rivers and the most formid-
able swamps have been traversed, and huge embankments of the
most massive construction carry the lines over the shifting soil of
the delta of the Ganges. In 1875, the Goalanda terminal station
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of the Eastern Bengal Railway stood upon an artificial embank-
ment near the edge of the water, at the confluence of the main
streams of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. The place was pro-
tected by spurs of masonry running out into the river, the whole
works having cost above 4100,000. In August, the flood-waters
came down with violence so destructive that the solid protective
masonry, the railway-station, and the magistrate’s court were swept
away, and deep water thenceforth rolled over their sites. A new
terminus was erected two miles inland from the former river-bank,
soon to be overwhelmed in its turn, and only temporary buildings
are now set up on sites which have been repeatedly changed.
Such is the power of nature as displayed by these Indian rivers,
the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, which yearly undermine and
then tear away many thousands of acres of land, depositing the
soil farther down in their channels, and leaving towns such as
Rajmahal, the old Mohammedan capital of Bengal, and Kanauj,
in the North-Western Provinces, high and dry in ruin. The an-
cient sacred stream of the Ganges, running through the Districts
of Hugli and the twenty-four Parganas, is now an extinct or dried-
up river, its course marked by a line of tanks and muddy pools,
and with shrines, temples, and burning-ghats, or flights of steps
where the Hindus burn the bodies of their dead, along high banks
that overlook its deserted bed. One of the grandest triumphs of
railway-engineers in India was attained in the construction of the
Bhor-Ghat Incline, on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. The
pass called the Bhor-Ghat ascends a stupendous ravine about 40
miles south-east of the city of Bombay, rising to a height of 2027
feet above sea-level, or 1831 feet above the plain at its base. This
Ghat was regarded, in olden times, as the key of the Deccan,
a post which could be held by a small force against a host of foes
attempting to penetrate inland from the sea-board. In 1804, Sir
Arthur Wellesley made: the route practicable for artillery, and con-
structed a good road from the top of the Ghat to Poona. In 1830,
Sir John Malcolm, then Governor of Bombay, opened a fine mili-
tary road, giving passage to carriages for the whole distance
through the gorge. In 1861, after five years’ labour, and the
expenditure of nearly £600,000, or 440,000 per mile of road for
15 miles of ascent with an average gradient of 1 foot in 48, the
Bhor Ghat Incline was opened by another Governor of Bombay,
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Sir Bartle Frere. Half-way up, as the railway rises from Karjat,
in the valley below, to Lonauli, at the top of the Ghét, is a plateau
with the reversing-station rendered necessary by lack of room for a
curve. The railway therefore runs on to the plateau in the form
of a V, the left-hand shank of the letter representing the line of
ascent from the valley, and the right-hand shank being the line
still ascending to the top of the pass. Both the up and the down
trains run into the reversing-station with their enginés facing in
the same direction, and are stopped at about 100 yards from the
brink of a precipice running down sheer for 200 feet to a jungle-
grown ravine. The engine is then shunted round the train, and
attached to what was formerly the rear. No platform exists, for
none is needed, and no buildings are seen save a hut for the use of
the pointsmen. A striking impression is produced by the contrast
between the inventive work and the noisy presence of man as a
train full of passengers comes thundering on to the plateau, and
the previous utter loneliness of the scenery displaying, to right and
left, a wild tangle of gorge and beetling cliff, giddy precipice and
ravine, bare rock and rich foliage of undergrowth and tree, while
the eye, looking down for a thousand feet, wanders over the fair
stretch of the Konkan plain, the broad belt of fertile land at the
foot of the Ghits, to gleams of the waters of the Indian Ocean that
now and again flash through the sultry haze on the utmost line of
sight. Amid rugged grandeur charmingly softened by tropical
colour, the great Incline is carried with twists around shoulders of
the mighty hills, with nearly a mile and a half of tunnelling through
intervening crags, creeping along narrow ledges on the face of the
precipice, passing over 8 viaducts from 150 to 500 feet in length,
and from 45 to 160 feet in height above the footing, the largest
of these works having eight semicircular arches of 50 feet span.
Smaller ravines and water-courses are crossed by 18 bridges of
spans from 7 to 30 feet, and by 58 culverts of from 2 to 6 feet in
width. Over 1,600,000 cubic yards of earth were removed by
cuttings, and about 1,850,000 cubic yards were piled in embank-
ments, of which the highest rises to 74 feet. The telegraphs of
India, as begun under Lord Dalhousie, have been already described,
and we need only state here that there are about 40,000 miles of
line, with thrice that length of wire, and over 1000 telegraph-offices.
The number of letters, newspapers, and packets despatched in the
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year 1891-92 was nearly 350 millions, deposited in about 21,500
post-offices and letter-boxes. In the year ending March 31st,
1892, the mails travelled over nearly 78,000 miles, of which above
56,000 were done by steamers, rowing or sailing boats, and “runners”
(the dik); about 4000 miles on horseback and by carts; and 17,000
miles by railway.

Particulars of the amount and value of some chief Indian exports,
taken from late statistical accounts, have been already given, to
which we may add hides and skins worth over 534 millions sterling;
dyes to the value of above 6 millions; spices, nearly 14 million;
timber in the rough and manufactured, £590,000; and raw wool,
nearly 134 millions. For a most interesting account of past and
present Indian trade and commerce in every kind of produce and
manufacture we must again refer readers to Sir W. W. Hunter’s
The Indian Empire, 3rd edition (1893). After the Portuguese,
the Dutch, the Danes, and the French had in succession failed
in creating great centres of trade, British enterprise and energy,
at an early period of our rule, caused the growth of large mercantile
towns. A new era of production on a great scale has come in the
co-operation of capital and labour, replacing to a large extent the
small household manufactures of former days. In other words,
steam-machinery, mechanical invention and skill, are doing for our
Eastern Empire just what they have effected in the British Isles
since the latter half of the eighteenth century. Calcutta, Bombay,
and other great industrial cities have slowly risen to their present
size and wealth, and the whole country has passed into a new and
more advanced stage of economic civilization. A vast territory,
which did not produce, in 1700, staples for exportation to the
annual value of 1 million sterling, had a total foreign trade (includ-
ing Burma here as “India”), as given in a recent statistical return,
to the amount of over 206 millions, more than 110 millions being
exports of the kind already detailed. The imports consisted
mainly of yarns and textile fabrics, 3724 millions; bullion and
specie, nearly 1814 millions; metals, raw and manufactured, includ-
ing machinery and mill-work, nearly 10 millions; books, paper, and
stationery, over 1 million; coal and coke, nearly 1 million; glass
and its fabrics, £788,000; jewellery, precious stones, and plate,
£289,000; drugs and medicines, £522,000; malt liquors, £427,000;
provisions, including dried fruits, over 134 millions; salt, £790,000;
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raw silk, £1,360,000; spices, £873,000; spirits, £686,000; sugar,
over 23/ millions; tea, £572,000; wines and liqueurs, £ 342,000.
Of the whole import and export trade in the return with which we
are dealing, over 9o millions sterling in value was with the United
Kingdom, the next countries, at a great interval, being China,
France, Germany, the Straits Settlements, the United States,
Belgium, Italy, Egypt, Austria, and Ceylon. Over 1700 steam-
ships, with tonnage exceeding 3% millions, went to and from
Indian ports by way of the Suez Canal. The total tonnage entered
and cleared at Indian ports (over 10,700 vessels) in one year re-
cently amounted to nearly 734 million tons, of which over 6000
ships (6% million tons) were British or British-Indian vessels.
The foreign vessels numbered over 1400, of nearly a million tons;
the native craft exceeded 3000, with an average tonnage little
exceeding fifty. With all her extent of sea-board, India has but
few ports. As regards the sea-borne trade with foreign countries,
Calcutta has the commerce of Lower Bengal and of the whole
valleys of the Ganges and Brahmaputra; Bombay conducts the
trade of Western India, the Deccan, Gujarat, and the Central
Provinces; Karachi that of the Indus valley. At these points the
chief lines of railway reach the sea, Calcutta and Bombay having
nearly four-fifths of the whole foreign trade between them, while
Madras had less than 514 per cent, and Karachi, with a steady
growth in recent years, nearly 414 per cent. The growth of
Indian commerce, since the adoption of free trade for India, is
well illustrated by the fact that in 1834 the exports were valued
at under 10 millions, and the imports at about 224 millions sterling.
Since 1840, the imports have increased above ninefold, and the
exports about sevenfold.

The coasting-trade is carried on through little ports along the
whole eastern and western coasts, the people of the Gulfs of Cutch
and Cambay, on the Malabar coast, and in the extreme south
having numerous bold and skilful sailors. A considerable frontier-
traffic, for which no figures can be given except that recently the
total annual imports and exports probably exceeded 5 millions
sterling in value, is carried on with Afghanistan and her neigh-
bours, and with Kashmir, Nipal (Nepaul), and other Himalayan
and trans-Himalayan peoples. The imports consist chiefly of
raw silk, dried fruits and nuts, dyes and drugs, lac and other
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CHAPTER IX,

INDIA— Continued,
BRITISH PROVINCES AND ADMINISTRATION: NATIVE STATES.

Political divisions of the country. AJMERE—Physical features and products—Wise rule
. of Colonel Dixon—Contentment of the people during the Mutiny—Administration—
. Ajmere and other principal towns. AssaAM—Extent and population—Invasion of
the Ahams and Burmese—Aboriginal tribes—Products—Manufactures—Adminis-
tration—Education and sanitation—Chief towns. BENGAL—Countries of Lower
Bengal—Bengal Proper—Behar—Orissa, the high-place of Hinduism—The car-
festival and worship of Jagannath—Chutia Nagpur—Administration—People—Chief
towns—Calcutta. BERAR—Area and population—Chief towns. BoOMBAY—Its
divisions—Administration —Sind—Rann of Cutch— Countries of the Northern
Division—of the Central Division—of the Southern Division—Chief towns—
Bombay. CENTRAL PROVINCES—Area, population, and products—Chief towns.
CoORG—Loyalty of its people—The Raja and his daughter Princess Victoria
Gauramma—Mausoleums at Merkara. MaDRAS—Extent, productions, and people
—Industries—Administration—Chief towns—Madras. NORTH-WEST PROVINCES
and OUDH—Area and population—Administration of the Provinces—Chief towns—
Benares—Sanitaria or hill-stations— Characteristics of Oudh—Lucknow and Faiza-
bad. THE PuNjAB—Physical character and population—Administration—Trade
—Chief towns—Lahore—Delhi—Simla. Character of British Administration in
India—The District Officer—Monopolies of opium and salt—Extent of municipal
government—Money, weights, and measures—Progress of education—Newspapers
and books. British Baluchistan and Sikkim—The Andaman, Nicobar, and Lacca-
dive Islands. The Native States—Their relation to British rule—Area and popula-
tion—Statistics of Native States under the respective Governments—Shan States—
Manipur— Rajputana States— Kashmir— Haidarabad — Baroda— Mysore— Chief
towns in the Native States.

The Provinces now under direct British rule, apart from Burma,
are AJMERE, AssaM, BENGaL, BErAR, BomBay (“ Presidency”, with
Sinp), the CenTrRAL Provinces, Coorc, Mapras, the NORTH-
WESTERN ProviNcEs (with OupHn), and the PunjaB. Of these,
Mapras and Bomsay are “ Governments”, ruled by “ Governors”;
BencaL, the NorTH-WESTERN Provinces, and the Punjas are
“ Lieutenant-Governorships”. Oupn has been incorporated, since
1877, with the North-Western Provinces, and the Lieutenant-
Governor of that territory is also ““ Chief Commissioner” of Oudh.
The CenTrAL ProvINcEs and Assam are under “Chief Commis-
sioners”; AJMERE, BERAR, and Coorc are ruled by “Commis-
sioners”. We proceed to a brief account of these provinces in
their alphabetical order.

AJMERE, or strictly, AJMERE-M ERWARA (from its Sub-division in
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the hill-district, inhabited by descendants of old robber-tribes), is
an isolated province in Rajputana, surrounded by Native States,
and has an area of 2711 square miles, with a population of about
550,000. The Viceroy’s Agent for Rajputana is ex gfficio Com-
missioner, having his head-quarters and summer residence on the
famous sacred mountain, Abu, with beautiful Jain temples, in Sirohi
State. Ajmere contains the central portion of the Aravalli Hills,
rising to a height of nearly 3000 feet near the town of Ajmere, and
running to the south-west. The district lies high, at the centre of
the watershed, and has no important rivers, but is well irrigated by
several hundreds of “tanks”, formed by embanking the gorges of
hill-streams, works mainly due to the wisdom and energy of Colonel
Dixon, who held sway as administrator from 1836 to 1857. Much
has been done to clothe again with woods the denuded hill-sides,
and the large game includes leopards and the wild pigs hunted by
the Rajput land-owners. The beneficial rule of Colonel Dixon had
so far won the hearts of the people that little trouble arose during
the revolt of 1857. Two regiments of Bengal infantry and a
battery of Bengal artillery rose at the military station of Nasirabad
(Nusseerabad), but a regiment of Bombay infantry protected the
European residents, and soldiers of the Merwara battalion faithfully
guarded the Ajmere treasury and magazine. The mutinous Sepoys
went off to Delhi, and peace abode in Ajmere, where the peasantry,
under just and kindly British rule, would have nothing to do with
the cause of rebellion. Nearly nine-tenths of the people are Hindus
in religion, and the rest are Mohammedans. There is a large class
(about 15,000) of Rajput land-owners, a proud, warlike, indolent
race, carrying arms, and great consumers of opium. The best tillers
of the soil are Jats, a race physically fine, industrious and skilled in
their vocation, probably of Scythian origin, numbering nearly 3
millions in all India, of whom about 35,000 dwell in Ajmere. The
Gujars, mostly Mohammedans, as are the Jats, are in about equal
numbers, devoted to grazing rather than to cultivation. The chief
crops are maize, barley, joar, bajra, cotton, pulses, and oil-seeds.
In 1868-69, a severe famine caused the death of over 100,000
people and one-third of the cattle, and impoverished the surviving
cultivators, who are still deeply indebted to the money-lenders.
The wages of coolies have, however, risen from about 2%4d. per
day in 1850 to 1s., and the Rajputana State Railway and Rajputana-
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Malwa line, giving access to other and fertile regions, have
cheapened many commodities and provided for relief in any future
time of scarcity. ;

As regards administration, the Commissioner is the civil and
criminal Judge, with the control of police and prisons, education
and registration, aided by two Assistant-Commissioners, and by
forty-five officers with various magisterial powers. Education is
in.a backward state, though the United Presbyterian Mission has
about 2000 pupils in 60 schools, and the whole Division contains
140 schools with about 5500 learners. The Ajmere College, having
over 200 students enrolled, is affiliated to Calcutta University, and
the Mayo College, planned by the Viceroy in 1870, and carried on
since 1875, is an institution supported by the State and by Rajput
chiefs, for the training of the sons of the nobles of the land. The
town of Aymere, now having about 70,000 people, lies 677 miles
north of Bombay, on the lower slope of the Taragarh Hill, crowned
by a fortress of the same name at the height of 2850 feet, nearly
surrounded by inaccessible precipices, and elsewhere defended by a
wall of huge stone-blocks, 20 feet in thickness. The place, once
an important stronghold, is now dismantled of artillery, and has
been used since 1860 as a sanitarium for the European troops
stationed at Nasirabad. On the north side of the town is the Ana
Sagar Lake, overlooked by the Daulat Bagh (“ Garden of Splen-
dour”) constructed in the sixteenth century by the emperor
Jahangir. Elegant marble buildings, giving a full view of the
town, stand on the edge of the limpid waters that reflect the hills
around the spacious grounds, full of ancient and stately trees. This
delightful spot is now an abode of the Commissioner. Ajmere is
the centre of the transport-trade in sugars and cotton-cloth, as chief
imports, and raw cotton, grain, and poppy-seeds as exports, the local
business having much increased since the railway displaced camels
and bullocks. The other chief towns are Nasirabad, having 21,000
people, where the cantonments, laid out in 1818 by Sir David
Ochterlony, are held by troops of the Bombay army; and Beawar
(16,000), founded in 1835 by Colonel Dixon, a spacious place with
tree-planted streets, houses of masonry with tiled roofs, and the
chief cotton-trade of the Province.

Assaw, lying on the north-eastern border of Bengal, and includ-
ing the valleys of the rivers Brahmaputra and Barak or Surma,



92 OUR EMPIRE AT HOME AND ABROAD.

with the mountainous watershed between them, is about the size of
England, with an area of 49,000 square miles, and a population
now of nearly 514 millions. Ceded to us by the Burmese king in
1826, and since extended by lapse of part of Cachar in 1830 and
by annexations of hill-country due to conquest, the Province as-
sumed its present form of administration in 1874, when the eleven
Districts were separated from Bengal. Assam proper is simply
the Brahmaputra valley, the people, though they have now largely
adopted the Brahmanical religion, being distinct in race, language,
and history from the Hindus. There and in Cachar (in the Barak
valley) the population is mostly of Indo-Chinese stock, with much
admixture in recent years from Bengal immigration for labour in
the tea-plantations. At some time in the thirteenth century, the
Ahams, a people akin to the Siamese, invaded the country from the
east and slowly made their way, and they are supposed to have
furnished the country with its present name. It was early in the
nineteenth century that the Burmese conquered the land, and dis-
played the grossest tyranny. The people of the hills, especially
the Nagas and Lushais, are of an uncivilized <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>