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( I)

THE

HISTORY
O F

BARBADOS.

CHAP. I.

Containing an Account of its Discovery, Settle-

ment, the Progreis of it, the Perfedion, the

Decreafe and Prefent State.

1^ t^- *% T S agreed by all Hiflorians, that have made
' B ^ inenrion of this Ifland, as 'twas tirfl: fettled by

B the Englip^^ that the Portuguefe were the firft

JL who difcovered it ^ and it lying convenient for

their {topping in their Voyages to and from the Braf.ls^ they

left fome Hogs here, which multiplied, according to the ge-

neral Report of Writers, fo prodigioufly, that when the

EngUJh came hither, they found the Ille over-run with them.

But this, in all Probabiliry, is a Fidtion j for the Ifland was
entirely covered with VVoods, and thofe Woods affording

only a few Berries, for the NouriHiment of thefe Animals,

'tis not likely there fliould be fuch Abundance of them.

About the Year 1^96, there was a Pcrfon living, who
came to Barbados with the ^x^ Engiijhmen^\\%i fettled there;

and he aflured a very worthy Gentleman, from whom the

Writer of this Hiftory had this Information, that when they

had lived there fome Time on Salt Provifions, he iong'd fo

much to tafte fome frefli, that he would have fold himfelf for

a Slave to any Englijhman^ who would then have fupplied him
Vol. II. § With
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THE

HISTORY
O F

BARBADOS.

CHAP. I.

Containing an Account of its Discovery, Settle-

ment, the Progrefs of it, the Perfedtion, the

Decreafe and Prefent State.

9#* B A ^^ agreed by all Hiftorians, that have made
inenrion of this Illand, as 'twas firft fettled by

P the EngUpy^ that the Portuguefe were the firil

JL who difcovered it ^ and it lying convenient for

their flopping '\n their V^oyages to and from the Braf.U^ they
left fome Hogs here, which multiplied, according to the ge-
neral Report of Writers, fo prodigioufly, that when the

EngUJh came hither, they found the lUe over-run with them.
But this, in all Probabiiiry, is a Fidlion • for the Ifland was
entirely covered with VVoods, and thofe Woods affording

only a few Berries, for the Nouridiment of thefe Animals,
'tis not likely there fliould be fuch Abundance of them.

About the Year 1696, there v/as a Pcrfon living, who
cameto Barbados with the ^x'^ Eng^lJhmen^^l fettled there;
and he afliired a very worthy Gentleman, from whom the
Writer of this Hiflory had this Information, that when they
had lived there fome Time on Salt Provifions, he long'd fo

much to tafte fome frefh, that he would have fold himfelf for

a Slave to any Englijhman^ who would then have fupplied him
Vol.11.
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^he Biftory of Barbados.

with a Meal of frefli Meat. Now if there were fuch Plenty

of Hogs, and the Flefli of them To delicious, as will be naen-

tioned hereafter, Nve cannot imagine he could be in fuch great

Want of frefh as well as fait Provifions.

The fame Man confirmed the Account we have given of

the Thicknefsof the Woods ; and from thence argued, as we
do, that 'twas impoflible for the prectnded infinite Numbers
of Hogs to fublift.

We cannot afcertain at whatTime the Portuguefe difcover'd

it, nor when the Englifi firft found it out after them. We
fuppofe the Former might have been there loo Years before

the Englijh difcovered it : For Alvarez Cabral landed in

Brafil^ A. D. 1501, and 'tis not probable his Countrymen,
the Portuguefe^ fliould fail by Barbados 20 Year, and not

find it out ; the Coaft of Brafd being not far from the Cha~
ribbee Iflands, of which Barbados is the chief.

As to the Time when the Englijh firft came hither, the*

We cannot fix the Year, we are fure it mufl be in the Reign
of King James I. For it appears by an Act of Aflembly in

Barbados^ that 'twas fettled in his Time. This Act is en-

titled, An ASt for the better afcertaining the Laws of this

Ifland \ and pafTed, A. D. 1666. In which 'tis faid. That
all A£ts confirmed by any Governor and Counfellor, Prefident

and Council^ by Virtue of any Commijfion froin King James or

Charles the Iff, &c. Which is a plain Proof, that 'twas dif-

covered by the ^h^//}?) before the Year 1625.

What we know of the Matter, is, about the Year 1^24.
a Ship of Sir WiUiam Curteen's returning from Fernambock^

in Brafd^ was driven by Strels of Weather on this Coaft ;

as the Portuguefe had been before, it being not, as Ligon fays,

far out of the Way ; for 'tis the moji windwardly Ifland of the

Charibbees, Tobago only excepted. As indeed it is, Tobago

lying in II Degrees, i(^ Minutes North Latitude, above a

Degree nearer the Line than Barbados.

That this Ship touched here about the Year 1^24., we may
conclude, for thefe Reafons : 'Tis plain there was no failing

to Brafil for any EngUfiman., but under the Protedion of the

Dutch WcJ}-India Company j the Spaniards and Portuguefe

making it Death for any Stranger to come among them on
this Part of the Continent.

Now tho' the Dutch IVeJi-India Company, after the Ex-
piration of the Truce with Philip III. King of Spain and

Portugal.^ began, by Permidion of the States General^ to

trade thither ; yet they never fent any Fleet, till the Begin-

ning of the Year 1^24. before which Time we cannot ima*

gine the Engliflj would venture to Brafil^ the Dutch having

not



^he Hifiery of Barbados.

not made any Settlement, and King James dying. Anno

1625. We think 'cis proved plain enough, that Sir IFiUiam

Curteenh Ship came to Barbados^ Anno i6l^.

Sir WilUajn was one of the greateif Merchants of that

Time in London^ and is often mentioned by Writers, on Ac-
count of a very rich Sugar Ship of his taken by the Dutch^

for which Satisfaction was required and obtained in fubfequent

Treaties. Ligon tells us only, a Ship of Sir William Curtecn's

v.'as driven upon this Coaft, and anchored before ic. I'he

Men aboard it landed, and ftayed fome Time, to inform

themfelves of the Nature of the Place j which, as before

hinted, they found to be fo over-grown with Woods, that

there was no Champion Ground, noSavayia'J's^ for Men to

dwell in j nor were there any Beafls, but the above mention'd

Hogs ; and thofe, fays Mr. Ligon^ in Abundance ; the Por-

tuguefe having long before pzit fome ajhore^ for Breedj in

Cafe they Jhould at any Time he driven byfoul Weather upon the

Ifand^ that they might there findfrcfl) Meat^ to ferve them upon

fiich an Extremity. He adds, "The Fruits and Roots that grew
there, afforded them fo great Plenty of Food^ as they ?nultiplied

abundantly.

Wherein' he is not only contradi£led by the old Man we
have fpoken of in the foregoing Pages, but by all the later

Accounts written of Barbados : For they all agree, that

there was no Plant, Root, or Herb folind here, except

Purcelain-j and indeed he confeffes as much himfelf : / know p. 97,

no Herby naturally growing in the Ifand, that has not been

brought thitherfrom other Parts, but Purcelain, &c,
'Tis very certain, that the Charibbeans never inhabited this

Ifland, for there were no Remains nor Signs of any of their

Villages or Dwellings ; and they had not been fo long pof-

fefled of the lUands, to which they give Name, as that one

can fuppofe they might have dwelt there many Ages before.

This, 'tis probable, was one of the Klands they ufed to

vifit for Pleafure, of which we iliall fay more in the Hirtory

of St. Chrijiophers, where we fhall fpeak of the Charibbeans,

and return now to our prefent Subjedt.

Before we continue the Hiftory of Barbados, 'twill not

be improper to obferve, that this Name was given it by the

Portugueje ; and no doubt relates to the Barbarity of the

' Country, which they found wild to the laft Degree, and

confequendy believed it to be inhabited by Barbarians. There
are fome weak People in this Illand, who think the Word is

formed from the Beards of the Fig-Trees, and that it fhould

be called Beardbados. But this Etymology is equally ground-

lefs and ridiculous. The Portuguef name ic Los Barbados;

B 2 from
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'The Wftory of Barbados.'

from wlience 'twas a long Time called, The Barbados ; the*

v/e do not fee what Occafion there is for the The in our Lan-
_

guage. The French at firfl: gave it the Name of Barboude.

They now call ir, La Barbade\ and the Englijh, all at leaft

who have any Acquaintance with the Place or People,

Barbados.

How it came to be inhabited by our Countrymen, is

our next Bufmefs to relate. The Englif})., who landed there

out of Sir JVilliam Curtecns Ship, when they returned to

England, gave Advice to their Friends of the Difcovery they

had made; and ieveral Perfons, Noblemen, and others,

undertook to fettle a Colony here. Ships were fent, with

Men, Provifions, and working Tools, to cut down the

Woods, and clear the Ground, to plant Provifions for their

Subfiflence: which till then they found but ftraggling among
the Woods,

' Thus fays the Writer of the Book, which he calls, tlie

^4.

'

'

^' Barbados Hijhry. If by Provilions, he means Corn, 'twas

impoffible they Ihould find that there which never was fown.

If he jneans the Hogsj we have often mentioned, how comes

it they found them liragglingly ? This confirms what the old

Man faid of their Want of frefli M^t.
Having cleared fome Part of the Ground, the Englifh

planted Potatoes, Planranes, and Indian Corn, with fome

other Ffuits j Wblchj fays the fame Author again, with the

Hogs Flejh they found^ ferved only to keep Life and Soul together

.

Atud the Supplies from England came fo flow, and fo uncer-

tainly, that they were often driven to great Extremities.

TVilliam Earl of Pembrxjke was a great Adventurer in the

firft fettling of this Ifland, of which he poffeffed himfelf of

p , ,, a good Part ^ but we do not find he had any Grant from the
^"'^'

King, for the whole Ifland was given away afterwards.

This Lord fent over Capt. Cannon., to manage his Affairs

rtfn Ca^-"' ^^'^^i ^nd we may look upon Cannon as the firit Governor,

lirmr. the reft of the Colony being under his Diredion. Thefe

new Comers found here certain Pots, or Pans of feveral

Sizes, made of Clay, fo finely tempered, and turned with

fuch Arc, that they could hardly think them to be the Work-
manfliipof Barbarians or Savages. Yet 'twas thoiight they

were brought thither by the Charibbeans., who coming thither

in their Canoos and Periaguas, hunted the Hogs, killed them,

and boiled their Meat in them. Which Conjedure will feem
very probable, to any one that reads what is faid of the

Charibbeansy their little Voyages, and their neat Po,ts, in the

Hiiiory of St. Chrj/hphers.

Capt.



^le Hi/lory of Barbados.

Capt. Cannon told Mr. Ligon^ that this was agrofs Miftake

in the Planters, and that no Indians ever came there j but

thofe Pots were brought by the Negroes that were fetched

from Angola^ and fome other Parts of Africa ^ and that he

had feen them make of them at Angola^ with the greateft Arc

that may be.

What this Author writes in Anfwer to Cannon^ is not the

leaft curious Part of his Book : Tho 1 am ivilling to believe

this Captain^ who delivered upon his Knowledge^ that the Ne^
grocs brought fome Pets thither, and very finely and artificially

made
j
yet it docs not hindtr any lAan from believing, that the

Indians broughtfome too : And who kmius which were the mojf

cxaifly made \ for 'tis certain, in fome Parts of the Ifiand, you

may fee, in a clear Day, St. Vincents perfc^ly. And if w^
canfee them, why may they notfee us P And they zvill certainly

venture to any Place theyfee, fofar as they know they can reach

before Night, fitting out very early in the Morning.

This Account of the Charibheans Voyages agrees with

the French Authors, tran Hated by Mr. Davies of Kidwelly

y

and made Ufe of by him in the Article of St. Chrifiophers.

'Twas not long before all the firft Adventurers were either

forced to abandon their Settlements, or hold them of the

Earl of Carlife, of the Family of Hay ; who was a great

Favourite in the Reign of King fames I. This Lord begged

the Propriety of the Ifland of King fames I. and obtained

a Grant of it ; but not of King fames, for it feems he did

not live long enough ; King Charles I. granting it to James
Earl of Carlifie, in the firft Year of his Reign. Upon
which all that tranfported themfelves thither to fettle, were

obliged to purchafe their Lands of him^ and the Rates being

eafy, and the Country pleafant, the Colony foon began to

grow populous, no other Settlement thriving lb faft.

The firft Comers made Choice of the Bottom of the Bay,

where the Bridge Town now ftands, to inhabit; and there-

abouts, and all along the Leeward Shore, were the firft Settle-

ments. Then the South-Eaflern Coaft was planted, and af-

terwards the W^indward, and North-lVefiern.

'Tis a very great Misfortune to us, that about the Year
idCtS. the Bridge-Town was burnt, and all the chief Records
loft, infomuch that if we are out in our Chronology before

that Time, we muft beexcufed j for this Government having

been 30 Years a Proprietary's, no publick Records were kept

of it in England ; and tho' we believe we are right, yet

taking our Account from Tradition, and from feveral Paf-

iages in Hiftory, 'tis pot unlikely we may err in our Chror
nology.

B 3 Th^



6 T^he Hiftory of Barbados.

The Inhabitants of Barbados at their firft coming fell to

planting Tobacco j which, whatever is faid of ih^ Barbados

Tobacco now, proved fo earthy and woithlefs, that it yielded

little or nothing in England^ or elfewhere; fo that for a

while they loft their Labour, and their Induftry did not turn

to Account.

The Woods were fo thick, and moft of the Trees fo large

and mafly, that 'twas not a few Hands could fell them;

which was another Difcourageraent to them. When the

Trees were down, their Branches were fo thick and unma-
nageable, as required more Help than could be procured, to

lop and remove them off the Ground.
By this Means, twenty Years afterwards, Mr. Ligon writes,

he found both Potatoes, Maize, and Bonavifts, planted be-

tween the Boughs j the Trees lying along upon the Ground j

fo far fliort was it then of being cleared.

swat"-' The firft Governor that lean learn was fent thither with

H-inks Go- a regular Commiffion, v/as Sir Henry Hunks ^ but I cannot
virrter. afcertain what Year he went. Notwithftanding all the Dif-

couragements the new Colony lay under, it lliill thrived ;

for Indigo and Cotcon-Wocl coming up plentifully, great

Quantifies of thofe Commodities, as alfo of Fuftick, were

fhip'd off for London ; and meeting with a good Market,

other Ships were fent to Barbados^ loaden with fuch Goods
as were v-^an ted there; Working- Tools, Iron, Steel, Clothes,

Shirts and Drawers, Stockings, Shoes and Hats.

More People alfo came over ; their Trade encreafed with

their Company- and about the Year 1645. 'twas looked upon

to be a flouriOiing Colony. Capt. -Sifaw, who was then Sur-

veyor of the Ifland, drew a Draught of it, and gave it to

the Governor ; which he carried with him to Ettgland^ and

fo 'twas lofl ^ but he gave Mr. Ligon a Copy of it from his

Memory, and loofe Papers, which was engraved, and is the

fame that he put before his Hiftory.

The moft confiderablc of the firft Planters were Mr.
Hil/iard, Mr. Holduppe, Mr. Silvejier, Mr. IValrond, Mr.
Raines, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Middleton, Mr. Standfa/f, and

Mr. Drax ; for Mr. Modifcrd did not come over till about

the Year 1(^4.7. The Planters were fo neglecfted by the Pro-

prietor, that ^ they refufed to honour him with the Name;
and his Governor taking no Care to have their Grievances re-

dreffed, nor due Provifion made for the Defence of the

Ifland, 'twas a great Baulk to thefe firft Adventurers ; who
were moft of them Men of moderate Fortunes, that had

brought Stocks thither to be improved, and \yere uneafy, to

find no Care was taken to defend what they had already got,

and what they might acquire. The



I'he Hiflory of Barbados. y
The Earl of Garlijle granted loooo Acres of Land, in

that Pare of the Ifland, which now makes the Parifli of St.

Georgr^s^ to Marmaduks Raivden^ Efqj Mr. IVilliam Pcr-

k'nn^ Mr. Alexander Banijhr^ Mr. Ednmnd Fojhr^ Capt.

Whcatly, and others, on certain Covenants and Conditions,

which 'tis to be fuppofed were not compHed with : For thole

Lands, a few Years afterwards, returned to the Proprietor

;

who, upon Sir Henry Hunkses Return to England^ appointed

Capt. Fhilip Bell^ who, fays Ligon^ had been Governor of o?? Phi-

the Ifle of Providence^ to have the fame Charader in Bar- '? "^^' ''"*

hados-^ where there was now a Council, an Affen^bly, and

feveral Laws were made ; and among others, one to raife 40
Pound of Cotton a-Head, on all the Inhabitants, for the Pro-

prietary 5 but this Tax, and other Duties and Rents, were
abolifhed, in the Government of Francis Lord JVillonghby.

Sugar was not as yet planted, and probably was not fo foon
,

as Sir Daily Thomas makes it, in a Pamphlet he publilhed

Jnno 16^0. About 50 Tears ogo^ fays he, durmg the War U'j'..A.cmnt

brtiveen the Hollanders and Portuguefe ;'/; Brafil, q Hollander "f ''" 'y'^"

happc7ud to arrive from thence upon our IJlond cf Barbados, '"^
ih71'eiU

where, tho' there luere good SugarrCanes^ the Englifli kneiu India gr./o-

no other Ufe of them, than to make refrejhing Drinks for that "'"' ^'^'

hot Climate, intending by planting Tobacco there to have equalled

thoje of the VerinaSj on which, on Gingery Cotton, and Indigo^

they meant to rely,

Ligon fecms to hint, that the Planters made Experiments

of Sugar, before they were taught by the Dutch. His Words
are thefe :

' At the Time we landed on this Ifland, which p^^.g-,
* was in the Beginning of September i6:].j. wewereinform'd
* partly by thofe Planteis we found there, and partly by our
* own Obfervations, that the great Work of Sugar-making
* was but newly pradifed by the Lihabitants, fome of the
' moft: induftrious Planters having gotten Plants from Fer-
* nambock, in Brafil, and made Trial of them at Barbados

j

' and finding them to grow, they planted more and more as

' they grew and multiplied on the Place, till they had fuch a
* confiderable Number, as they were worth the while to
* fet up a very fmall Ingenn, and fo try what Sugar could ht ACMtic-
* made upon that Soil : But the Secrets of the Work being '^^'V/.

' not well underftood, the Sugars they made werd very in-

* confiderable, and little worth for two or three Years, till '

' at laft finding their Errors by their daily Practice, they be-
* gan a little to mend j and by new Directions from Brafil.^

' fomctimes by Strangers, and now and then by their own Pco-
* pie, who (being covetous ot the Knowledge of a Thing
' which fo much concerned them in tlieir Particulars, and

B + 'for
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for the general Good of the whole Ifland) were content

fomctimes to make a Voyage thither, to improve their

Knowledge in a Thing they fo much defired ; being now
made abler to make their Queries of the Secrets of that

Myftery, by how much their often Failings had put them
to often Stops and Konplufles in their Work; and fo re-

turning with more Plants, and better Knowledge, they

went on upon frefh Hopes, but ftiU fliort of what they

fliould be more skilful in: For at our Arrival there, we
found them ignorant of three main Points, that much con-

duced to the Work, the Manner of Planting, the Time
of Gathering, and the right placing of their Coppers in

their Furnaces; as alfo, of the true Way of covering their

Rollers with Plates, or Bars of Iron. We found many
Sugar-Works fet up, and at work, but yet the Sugars they

made were but bare Mufcovado's, and few of them mer-

chantable Commodities, fo moid, and full of MololTes,

and fo ill cured, they were hardly worth the bringing

Home for England.' Let us compare this with what Sir

Dalhy Thomas faid above, and what he farther fays on the

fame Subject, which he places about the Year 16^0, feven

Years before y[r.Ligonz.xx\\'Qd'm Barbados^ 77^/i Hollander

underjlanding Sugar ^ was, hy one Mr. Drax, and Jome other

Inhabitants there, draivn in to make a Difcovery of the Art he

had to make it. If fo, how comes it they were fuch Novices

7 or 8 Years afterwards ?

Ligoris Account of it feems to be moft natural, and there-

fore we fhall continue it, being one of the moft con-

fiderable Parts of the Barbados Fliflory, to know when the

Cane was firft planted. He goes on, ' About the Time I

' left the Ifland, which was in i6')0. the Planters were muc!i
* bettered, for then they had the Skill to know when the
* Canes were ripe, which was not till they were 15 Months
* old, and before they gathered them at 12^ which was a
* main Difadvantage to their making good Sugar. Befide^,

* they were grown Proficients, both in boiling and curing
* them, and had learnt the Knowledge of making them:
* White, fuch as you call Lump-Sugars here in England.''

One may fee what an Improvement the Canes made of
the Lands, by what the fame Author fays of Major Hdliard's
Plantation, which, before the working of Sugar began,

might have been purchafed for 400/. tho' it was 500 Acres;
and when he came over, about which Time alfo came Col..

Thomas M'dif'ordy the latter gave 7060 A for the half of it j

and he adds, 'Tis evident all the Land there., which has been

employed to that JVork^ hasfound the like Improvement.

fTis
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'Tis not to be doubted, but that the Hopes of making Su-

gar tempted over thofe Gentlemen in the Civil War, whofe
Fortunes had been almoft ruined by it at Home : The Ciiief

of thefe were Col. Humphry JVuirond^ Mr. Thomas Kendal!^

and others, whofe Names and Families are very well knowa
in DevovJInre and Cornwall.

Ey the Addicion of thefe Refugees, and other Adventur-

ers, the Illand, efpecially the Leeward Part of ic, was very

well fettled in Mr. BAW Government; and 'twill not be im-
proper to rake Notice what Settlements there were in his

Time. The moft Eaftern was one Oy/line's^ who v/as a mad
Spark, and made himfelf talked of for his Extravagance and
Debauchery ^ infomuch, that 'twas for his Infamy, and not

for his Honour, the Bay was fo called, and the Town after-

wards. Next to OyjUnc^s was JVehbh^ then Place's^ then

Jj})a7ii^s^ then Trott's, then Knott's^ then Battyii'Sj tlien

Thompfoti's^ then Bar^Sy then V/ebb'^i, then IVetherfolFs^ then

Scr'iven^s, then Rofs's, then HotherfoWs, whofe Pollericy en-

joy it at this Day : Then Glegitfs, then Birches, then Bald-
zvin's^ then Roufe^ then Freer, whofe Plantation is now in

the Poflellion of his Defcendant Col, Freer. Then Jllen's:

This Gentlernan was originally of Kent, and of a good Fa-
mily. His Son, Lieutenant General Abel Allen, held this,

and feveral other Eftates to his Death ; and they arenov/enjoy'd

by his Sons, the eldeft of which is Col. Thomas Allen. More
Vvichin Land was Major HUliard's.^ where Col. Thomas, after-

wards SivThomas Ahdiford, firft fettled j and then Allen again
j

and then Col. James^ afterwards Sir James Drax: The latter

from 300 /. acquired an Eftate of 8 or 9000 /. a Year, and
married the Earl of Carlijle's Daughter. There's no Male-Iflue

of this Family left, and the Eftate is in feveral Hands. Near
Lhax was Brome's Plantation, then Stringer's, of whofe Pof-

tcrity fome ftill remain in this Illand. Then Mallin's^ then Red-
%L'ood, then Ar?/e/ again, thenL^Q-, \hen Sam's, then May, then

Hayes, then Trott. Next to /^/len, near the Coaft, was Boben^

then Fa'-jucet, then Warmell, then Kitteridge, then Hamond,
then IVafer, then Butler, then Jones, then Birch, then TVebb

again ; and then Needham.^ who gave Name to the Point,

on which the Fort v/as afterwards built, from thence called

Ntcdham's Fort. Next to him Vv'as Clcvcs, then TFcodj then

Sandersj then Afofs, and then Mr. Bell the Governor's, near

Indian River, fo the Stream that ran into Carlijle Bay was
called • and the Town, confifting of about 100 Houfes, was
built on the South Side of it. 'Tv;as in Ligon's Time as big

as Hoiinjlow. More up in the Country v/as Minor's, Mar-
/hal'sj Coverly^ and La'^ Plantation 3 and above the Gover-

5 nor's
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nor's was Marten^ Dorels^ Howard^ ^'ih'i Gran, and

Buckley's Plantations. On the Coaft, beyond the Bridge,

was Curtts's. Higher up ///7/'s, then HoldifSj then Perk's^

then Bix\ then Bower's^ then Forte/cue , of which Family

there are fome ftill rerriaining in the Ifland. Then Chambers,

then Rich, whofe Son, Robert R'tch^ Eiq; was a Counfellor

in King TVilliam''s Reign. Then Haw, and then Peter,

Nearer the Coafls was Davies, Edward's, Belman's, Tri/h,

Reid\ whofe Defcendanc was the late John Re'id, Efq; a

Member of the Council ^ and then Mills ; of which Name
there was lately feveral in Barbados, and Col. John Mills is

at this prefent Time a Member of the Council, and Chief

Baron of the Exchequer; next to Curtis's was Reid's again,

near the Shore; then Jjhton'Sj then Lambert's, then Cox's,

Wincott's, Ball's, Martyn, Swinow, Howard, Eajlxvick,

Stone, Morgan, StalUnidge, Fydes, Andrews, Whitakery

Weeks, Thompfon, Hutton, Broivn, and then the Hole Town
;

beyond which was Ball's, Legouch, IVoodhonfe.

Higher up, were Alven's, IVati's, and fia//'s Plantations.

The Governor had alfo a Plantation between the Hole and

Speight's. Next to which was Putter's, then Holland's, then

Smith's, then Pearce's, then Mar/hall's, then TerreU's, whofe

Grand fon, Michael Terrel, Elq; was a Member of the

Council. About Speight's were Day's, Powel's, Ruffeh,

Flech's, Treacle's Settlements. More within Land beyond

Speight's, were Saltonjial, Walker, Senex, Buck's, TVell's,

Hale's, Sympfon's, Smith's, Tring's, Wafcot's^ Rowland, Wright,

Nelfo>y, Ware, Humphrey's, Sandford, Hemtngsworth,znA Hau-
/^/t Plantation. The latter was one of the Governors of the

Illand, as will be fliewn hereafter. Then Guy's, a very con-

fiderable Name in Barbados ; then Parijlo ; and within Land,

Yate's, Duke's, Bujhell's, and Biron's. Next to Parijh's was

Dotten's, whofe Defcendant, William Dotten, Efqj was
lately a Reprefentative in the Aflcmbly for the Parilh of St.

Andrews. Then Brown's, Stretton's, Parvi's, Cook's, Har'
grave's. Week's, Conyer's, Ogles, Stevens, and Macock,

whofe Poflerity enjoy his Eftate to this Day. Then Patrick,

Cater, Lawrence, and Downman's Plantations, where now
is Lambert's Point,

There were no Plantations on the Windward Shore, till

you come to Chalky Mount, and not above lo or 12 along

that Coaft; yet the Ifland was fo populous, that there were

rrmftered loooo good Foot, and 1000 Horfe; and the

Number of Souls, of the Whites only, were computed to be

yoooo, when there were not \ Part as many Plantations as

there are now.
For
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For the Defence of the Country, a few flight Works
' were raifed on the Coafts, where it was not naturally fortified.

.And one Capt, Burroughs, who pretended to be a Soldier

and an Eng^inccr, undertook to mal^ the Fortifications, and
furnifh them with fuch a Store of Artillery as fhould be fufi.

ficient to maintain them, provided he might have the Excife

paid to him, for 7 Years ; which was promifed by the Go-
vernor and AlTembly. Upon which he went to Work, and
made (uch a Fort, as when abler Engineers came upon the

Jiland, they found to be moft pernicious for commanding all

the Harbour, and not being llrong enough to defend it felf;

if it had been taken by an Enem}', it would have done much
Harm to the Landward. For which Reaibn, in a very little

Time, it was pulled down, and in its ftead. Trenches. Ram-
piers, Pallifadoes, Horn-works, Curtains, and Counterfcarps,

were made. Three Forts were alfo built, one for a Maga-
zine to lay their Ammunition and Powder in, the other two
to make a Retreat to upon all Occafions.

And now a Form of Government was fettled by a Gover-
nor and ten Counfellors. The Illand was alio divided into

4 Circuits, for the Adminiftration of Juilice; and into 11
Parifhes, which were to fend two Reprefentatives to the Af-

fembly. A'linifters were alfo fettled, and Churches built,

but very indifferent ones.

The Inhabitants driving a confiderable Trade with all Parrs

of the World, grew rich- and Col. Drax already began to

boaft, he would not think of Home, meaning England, till

he v/as worth loooo/. a Year, which he acquired, or at

leafb very near it. «*

Their Hands confifted in white Servants, Negroes, and a

few Charibbeans. The fir 11 they had from England, the

fecond from Africa, and- the laft from the Continent, or the

heighbouring Iflands, by Stealth or V^iolence, and always

with Difhonour : For the Charibbeans bating Slavery as much
as any Nation in America, abhorred the Englijh for impoling

their Yoke upon them \ and 'twas very few they could get

into their Power by their Pyracies and Invahons. They had
not fuch great Numbers of Slaves, Blacks and Indians, aS'

they have now; fewer Hands were required to cultivate the

Ground, and 100 Negroes would manage the greateft Plan-

tation in theliland, with the white Servants upon it.

However, the Negroes were more numerous than the

Europeans, and began early to enter into Confpiracies againft

their Maflrers. The firil I meet with in my Memoirs of this

kind, was about 1(^+9, when they were fb exafperated by
their ill Ufage, that Hopes of Revenge and Liberty put thole

4 Thoughts
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Thoughts into their Heads, which one would have thought

they had not Senfe enough to be Mafters of. We muft con-

i^{6y the Planters had not yet learnt to govern their Slaves by

any other Ways rlianSevoricy. Belides, they were all Foreign-

ers, and consequently had not the lead Affection for the

Country, or their Mafters; whereas now of 60 or 70000
Negroes, which are fuppofed to be in Barbadoes, 40000 of

them are Natives of the Illand, as much Barbadians as the

Defcendants of the firft: Planters, and do not need fuch a

ftri6t Hand to be held over them as their Anceftors did,

tho' their Numbers and their Condition make them Itill

dangerous.

I'he Confpirators in Governor BcWs Time, complaining

to one another of the intolerable Burdens they laboured un-
der, the Murmur grew general, and the Defire oF Revenge
univerfal. Atlait, fome among ihem whufe Spirits were not

able to endure (uch Slavery, refolved to break their Chains,

or perifti in the Attempt. They communicated their Refo-
lution to their Fcliow-Sufferers, who were all ready to join in

the Enterprize, and a great Number of thefe Malecontents

Were drawn into the Confpiracy, infomuch that they were
the Majority. A Day was appointed to fall upon their Maf-
ters, cut all their Throats, and by that Means not only get

Fotleflion of their Liberty, but alfo of the Illand. This
Plot was carried on fo clofely, that no Difcovery Was made
till the Day before they were to put it in Execution ; and then

one of thein, either by the Failing of his Courage, or fome
rew Obligations from the Love of his Mailer, revealed this

Cc^Ipiracy, which had been carrying on a long while. The
Negro belonged to Judge Hotherfall^ and to him the Dif-

covery was made; who by fending Letters to all his Friends,

and they to theirs, gave all the Planters fuch timely Notice of

the Confpiracy, that the Confpirators were all fecured, and
thechiel: Contrivers of the Plot made Examples.

There were many of this Kind, and none of them were
faved ; for they were fo far from repenting of the Treafon,

that the Planters were afraid, if they had been fufFered to

live, they would have entered into a fecond Plot.

As to the Indians^ there were not fuch Numbers of them
« as to be dangerous

;
yet many there were, and fome Plan-

tations had a Houfe on Purpofe for them, called the Indian

Houfe.

'Tis too true, the Englijh made ufe of indirect Pradlices

to get them ; but there was one young Fellow fo very cruel

and ungrateful towards a young Indian Woman, that 'tis a

Story not ealiiy to be paralieFd. We find it in Ugon. This
Indian
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Indian dwelt on the Continent near the Shore, where an En'
glijh Ship happening to put into a Bay, fome ot the Crew
landed, to try what Provifions or Water they could tlnd,

for they were in Diftrefs : But the Indians perceiving cheni

go up (o far into the Country, as they were fure they could

not make a fafe Retreat, intercepted them in their Return,

fell upon them, chafing them into a Wood ; and being dif-

perfed there, lome were taken, and fome killed • but a young
Man amonglt them ftraggling from the reft, was met by this

Indian Maid, who, upon the firft Sight, fell in Love with

him, and hid him clofe from her Countrymen in a Cave,
where iTie kept him, and fed him, till they could hhly go
down to the Shore, the Ship lying ftill in the Bay, expe<fiing

the Return of their Friends. When they came there, the

Engiij]) aboard the Ship, fpying him and his beautiful Savage,

for llie was very handfom, fent the Long-Boac for them,
took them aboard, and brought them away : But the Youth,
v.'hen he came to Barbados^ forgot ;the Kindncfs of the In-

dian Maid, who had ventured her Life ro fave his, and fold

her for a Slive. Thus the unfortunate Tarico, for that was
her Name, loft her Liberty for her Love. An Inftance of
Ingratitude hardly credible in an Englijhnan. What could a
Spaniard^ or a Frenclmian^ Nations that have diftinguifhed

themfelvesfor their Cruelty and Treachery, have done more.^

Would not one have thought, this bafe young Man had beea
born in the Land where the Inquilkion and the Galleys arq

the Punilhments of light OiTences, and fometimes the Reward
of Virtue and Merit.

This YaricQ was fo true a Savage, that afcer fhe had been
fome time in Barbados^ llie rcfufed to wear Clothes but
went ftill n.;ked. Mr, Ligon commends her Shape and Com-
plexion, and her Beauty was not without Admirers, for we
hnd flie was fo kind to a white Servant belonging to her Maf-
ter, that fhe had a Child by him ^ and my Author tells it with
this Circumftance, that when flie found her Hour was come,
flic left the Company flic was in, went to a Wood, was ab-
fcnt about three Hours, and then returned Home ivitb hef
Child in her /h?nSy a lujly Boy, frolick and lively. ^' ^'^' ^^'

W^chflve before obferved, that there were 50000 Inhabi-

tants, Men, Women, and Children, beiides Negroes and
Indians, in Barbadoes, in the Year 1650. Thus Ligon tells

y\:!.
; but the French Author of tljn Hijlory of the Charibbce-

IJlands, done into EngliJJ} by Mr. Duvics, writes, that about
the 1t(ir 1646, there ivere accounted in it about 20000 Inho'
Intcints, not comprehending in that Number the Negro Slaves

y

zcho were tI:o::gi:t to amount to afar greater.

There's
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There's fuch a vaft Difference between thofc two Authors,

that there's no pretending to reconcile them ; and 'tis moft

lii<ely, that Mr. Ligon^ who was on the Spot, fhould know
better than a Foreigner, whofe other Part of the Account
of Barbados fhews it was very populous.

' There are many Places, fays he, in this Ifland, which
' may juftly be called Towns, as containing many fair, long,
* and fpacious Streets, furnifhed with a great Number of
' noble Strudures, built by the principal Officers and Inha-
' bitants of this noble Colony, Nay indeed, taking a full

' Profpe6l of the whole Ifland, a Man might take it for one
' great City, inafmuch as the Houfes are at no great Dif-
' tance one from another ; that many of thofe are very well
' built, according to the Manner of Building in England-,
* that the Shops and Store houfes are well furnifhed with all

' Sorts of Commodities: That there are many Fairs and
' Markets. And laftly, that the whole Ifland, as great Cities
' are, is divided into feveral Panflies. The moft confiderable
' Inhabitants think themfelves fo well fettled, that 'tis feldom
* feen they ever remove thence.' »

Such was the State of Barbados about the Year i(>5o;

and 'tis Matter of Afbonifliment to think what Progrefs this

Colony had made in 20 Years Time. The People that went
thither from England^ could not be fo mean as thofe that

tranfported themfelves to other Parts of America^ becaufe to

raife a Plantation required a Stock of fome Thoufands of
Pounds, which were not fo common then, as they are now,
tho' we do not live in the moft abounding Times.

As Perfons went hither chiefly to raife their Fortunes, and
not to enjoy the Liberty of their Confciences j fo this Ifland

was not fettled by Puritans, as New-England^ and fome
other Colonies are. The Inhabitants were for the moft Part

Church of England Men, and Royalifts; yet fome there

were who were of the Party called Round- Heads^ or Par-

liamentarians. However both Sides, for many Years, lived

peaceably and amicably ; and by an Agreement made among
themfelves, every Man who called another Cavalier, or

Round-Kead, was to forfeit a fmall Sum to the Perfon

offended.

This good Correfpondence did not laft long after the

King's Death ; for the Royalifts, who were the moft power-
ful Party, refolved not to own the ufurped Authority of the

Rump j and the Parliamentarians were of another Opinion.

After the King's Friends were entirely fuppreffed in England,

'twas not likely the Barbadians could ftand out againft the

new Republick. However CoJ. Modifordj Col. IValrond^

and
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and others, were very high, and the major Part of thelfland,

was for proclaiming King Charles II. Yet in the Adty paft

by the AlTenibly, which fat in the Year 164S, Vv'e do not

find that there was any Thing done, that might give Offence

to the Government in England^ which was then m the Plands

of the Parhamenr.

Mr. Bell ^\\\ concinued Governor, and having the Lord
Projjrietor's Commiffion, wanted no new one from the

Rumpj againft whom moft of the Illands in the BritiJJ?

WeJ}' Indies declared, particularly Barbados^ as has been

hinted.

King Charles I being beheaded by his unnatural Subjefts ;

as foon as News came of it to this Ifle, the People proclaimed

his Son, Charles II. who having received Advice, that not

only this Kland, but others, and Firginia alfo, remained in

their Obedience, his Miniiters conceived vain Hopes, that

Men might be raifedevenin America^ to help him againft the

Rebels in England-^ whereas our Colonies were all then in

their Infancy, and Men could ill be fpared from their Labour,

to defend their Works againft an Enemy.
However, the Lord tVilLughby of Parharn was declared

Governor of Barbados, by the King in Holland ; and ac-

cordingly he went thither. But the Planters who were in

the Intereft of the Parliament, as Col, Allen^ and others,

removed to England, being apprehenfive of the Refe'ntmenc

of their Enemies.

Becaufe the Government of this Ifle was above 20 Years

in this Lord and his Brother's PoflefTion, it will not be amifs

to fay fomething of him- he was one of the firil who raifed

Forces againft King Charlesl. notv;ichltanding his Majefty

fent him pofative Orders to the contrary, and generally a6ted

in the Eajiern alTociated Counties, in Conjunction with the

Earl of Manchejler and Oliver Crowwell : But when the lat-

ter, by his Courage and Intrigues, hadgot thelkrr of both of

them, and the Sectarian Faction began to prevail in Parlia-

ment, the Lord Willcughby^ who was a Presbyterian, fided

with thofe of his own ProfeHTion, that were Malecontenrs,

oppofed the Army, and being one of thofe Peers who was
accufedof Treafon by them, he fled to Holland^ where he

embraced the King's Intereft.

The Earl of Carlijle had alfo granted a CommifTion to this Fnncis

Lord to be Governor of Barbados. And upon his Arrival, f*''j}^'^'

Mr. Btlh was fuperfeded. While he was here he undertook 'Gl:^,lrmT.

an Expedition againft the King's Enemies in the Leeward I-

llands; which being all reduced, the King appointed Major
General /*5//irz, another Presbyterian Dcicrter, to be Gover-
nor of them.

'

He
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He fummoned an Aflembly, and they paft an Ad, enti-

tled. An Acknowledgment and Declaration of the Inhabitants of
the IJlavd of Barbados, of his Majpji/s Right to the Dominion

of this IJland j and the Right of the Right Honczirahle the Earl

of Carlille, derivedfrom, his faid Majejiy j and by the Earl of
Carlifle, to the Right Honourable the Lord Willoughby o/'Par-

ham ; and alfofor the unanimous Profejfion of the true Religion

in this Ifandy and i?npofing condign Punijhment upon the Op-
pofers thereof

Some place the pafling this Ad upon his being made a fe-

cond Time Governor of 'Barbados ; 'twas not to be ex'pedl-

ed, that this Government would be of any long Duration ;

for afrer that in England had triumphed over all its Enemies
in Europe, there was no Reafon to hope they would leave

thofe in America in PoflTeilion of any Power.

Col. Allen, and the other Gentlemen ^who came from
Barbados, had no Need to foUicite Succours; the Pov/ers

then uppermoft, were too jealous of their Honour, to ad-

mit of any one's difputing their Authority; efpecially, when
they underflood, that Prince Rupert was defigned for the

IVeji-lndies, to confirm the Inliabicants of the Ifland and

the Continent in their Loyalty.

They were alfo provoked againft the Barbadians for trading

wholly with the Dutch, with whom they were about to make
War; wherefore they refolved to fend a ftout Squadron of
Men of War, and a good Body of Land-Forces aboard, to

reduce not only Barbados^ and the Leeward Iflands, but all

the EngUjh Colonies in America.

The Command of this Squadron was given to Sir George

Ayftue, and alfo of the Land Troops; and with them return-

ed Col. Allen, and thofe other Barbadians, v/ho would not

fubmit to the Lord Willoughby.

Sir George was ordered to cruize a little oflF Spain and Por-

tugal, to endeavour to intercept Prince Rupert which not
I being able to do, he fet fail for Barbados; and arrived in

Carlife Bay, the i6th of OSlober, 1651. He found 14,

Sail of hoilanders in the Road ; and, to prevent their run-

ning afhore, fent in the Amity Frigat, Capt. Peck Com-
mander, with three other Men of War, tofeize them.

The Captain immediately ordered the Mafters of thofe

Ships aboard ; which Orders they obeyed, finding all Re-
liftance would be in vain. Thus he took all thofe VefTels,

and made them Prize, for trading with the Enemies of the

Commonwealth in that Ifland. Sir George alfo took three

Other Hollanders, as they were failing to the other Iflands.

The
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The Governor made as if he would defend the Ifland to the

iaft Extremity j the Alarm was given, and 4.00 Horfe and

Foot appeared in Arms, to difpuce the Parliamentarians

landing.

The Forts in CarUJle-Bay defended that Harbour ; fo Sir

George plied up and down the Ifland, feeking for a Landing-

place. The Inhabitants faw him, and the Sight of fuch a

Fleet, coming in a hollile Manner, was far from being

pleafanr.

The Lofs of the Ships in the Harbour, the Impoflibility

of their being relieved, and their certain Expe<5tations of

Want, ftaggered the Refolutions of the mou: Brave. How-
ever their Loyalty remained firm for fome Time, efpecially

among the meaner Sort, who had little to lofe : For the i\^eu

of Subflance confidered, that they were about a very rafli

Bufinefs, and that they endangered their Perforis and Efiares,

without hoping to be ferviceable to the King : For "twas now
very eafy for the Enemy to ftarve them, if they did not at-

tempt to land.

Sir George at Iaft anchored in ^peighth Bay, and flayed there

till December ; when the Virginia Merchant Fleet arriving^

he refolved to take that Opportunity, to land with the greater

Advantage j for he niade as if 'twas a Reinforcement that

had been fent him, and he had only waited for them till then.

Whereas the Truth was, he had not above 2000 Men ; and

the Sight of the little Army on Shore made him cautious of

venturing his Men, till he thought the Inhabitants had con-

ceived a greater Idea of his Strength than they had dons

before.

The Virginia Ships were welcomed as a Supply of Men
of War ; and he prefently ordered his Men to go afhore j-

150 ^cots Servants, aboard that Fleet, were added to a Regi-

ment of 700 Men, and fome Seamen to them, to make the

Number look the more formidable.

The Command of them was given to the before-mention'd

Qo\. Jllen^ who having a confiderable IntereJJin the Ifland",

^twas fuppofed he v^ould be the fitteft Man to lead the Sol-

diers to gain ic. The Barbadians were ported on the Shore

very regularly, yet on the 17th of December the Engbjb

landed, and beat them up to their Fort ; which was on a

fudden deferted by them, after the Lofs of Go Men on both

Sides. On Sir George's, was that brave Barbadian, th6

before-mentioned Col. All:n, who was killed with a Muskec-
Shor, as he attempted to land j and was very much lament-

ed, being a Man of Worth and Honour ; the Soldiers and

Vol. II. C Seamea
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Seamen who followed him gained the Fort, and 4. Pieces of

Cannon in it.

The Sailors returned to their Ships, which cruized up and

down, to prevent any Succours coming to the Wanders, or

any Merchants trading with them. The Soldiers pofted

themfelves in the Fort, and from thence made Incurfions into

the Country ; upon which the chief of the Inhabitants grew

weary of the War ; which Sir George unden^anding by the

Correfpondence he hadin the Ifland, he, by the fame Means,

procured Col. Msdifird, who was the moft leading Man on

the Place, to enter into a Treaty with him j and this Nego-
tiation fucceeded fo well, that Mod'iford declared publickly

for a Peace, and joined with Sir George^ to bring the Lord

tVUloughby^ the Governor, to Reafon^ as they phrafed it.

Sir George's Men were now all afhore, and made up a Body

of 2000 Foot, and 100 Horfe, for many Deferters had

come over to him. If Col. Modiford had joined him with

his Party, there was no Hope of the Governor's efcaping,

who having before deferted the Parliament, could expe(fi

no Mercy from them, if he v/as taken without a Treaty.

This he knew the beft of any Man, and accordingly confented

to treat ; tho' to fpeak more properly, we fliould fay, Sir

George Ay[cue confented to the Treaty ; for being the ftronger,

he might, if he had pleafed, have fpoken En Maitre.

But to avoid the Eflfufion of Chriftian and of Engltjh

Blood, both Parties appointed Commiflioners to treat: Sir

George named Capt. Peck^ Mr. ^earl^ Col. Thomas Modi-

ford^ and James Collhon^ Efqj The Lord WUloughhy^ Sir

Richard Peers, Charles Pym, Efqj Col. Ellice^ and Major

Byham-^ who on the 17th of January agreed on Articles of
Rendirion, which were alike comprehenfive and honourable.

The Lord IVilloughhy had what he moft defired, Indemnity,

and Freedom of Eftate and Perfon. Upon which, fome

Time after, he returned to England, j and we hear no more

of him till the Reftoration.

The Rump having thus reduced this Ifland, without con-
—^ searl, fulting the Earl of CarUJle on the Matter, made Searl^
Ef^i Govn-

-gQ^^ Governor of it; who called an Affembly, which paft fe-

veral good A6ts ; as, Jn A£i for Weights^ Numbers^ and

Meafuresj according to the Weights^ Numbers, and Mea-

fares ufed in the Commonwealth of England. An Adt to pre
vent frequenting of Taverns and Ale-houfes by Seamen. An
A<5t for the keeping clear the Wharfs, or Landing-Places^ at

the Indian Bridge, and on Speight'^ Bay, alias Little-Briftol.

An Adl, That the bringing Writs of Errors, and other equi'

table Matters, before the Governor and Countil^ to be by them

det.rminti.y
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determined^ he, and do continue in Force, according to the an-

cient Cujioms of this IJland. An A(S for prohibiting all Per"

Jons to encroach upon their Neighbours Line, An A6t for the

certain and conjiant Appointment of all Offxers Fees within

this IJland.

And here we cannot but obferve a o;reat Overfight in

Mr. Rawlins's late Colledion of the Body of the Laws of
Barbados, in not taking Care to tell us, in what Year, and
what Governor's Time, fuch Laws paft, which would have

been a great Help to the Chronology of this Illand j whereas

few of his Statutes are dated, and the Governor's Name fei-

dom mentioned, till about Sir Jonathan Atkins's Time.
We know certainly what Governors fucceeded Mr. Sear I

^

but the before-mentioned Accident may perhaps occafion

fome Error in the Succeffion, iho' we think we are in the

right, and that his immediate Succeiror was Col. Thomas Mo- Cot. Tho.

difordy who had been very inftrumental in bringing this M°''^f°*"'^i

Ifland into the Power of the Parliament. And 'twas after this
'^***"""'*

Redu(5tion of the liland of Barbados, that Efiglund began

to tafte fome of the Svveecs of the Trade thither : For the

Inhabitants before traded chiefly with the Duich^ and other

Nations, infomuch that if we might believe Ligon^ they had ^"^^ 37<

Beef from RuJJta-^ but herein he is to be fufpeded, and that

Part of his Book, as well as others, notwithilanding the

Bifliop of Salijoury's Epiltolary Preface, favours of Ro-
mance. That they traded with the Hollanders moftly is not

to be doubted. Sir Dalby Thomas tells us, in the Treatife

we have already fpoken of; ' That as it was the Happinefsof ^-{g'S^'

' this Ifland, to learn the Art of making Sugar from a Dutch

-

* man-^ fo the firft and main Support of them in their Pro-
* grefs, to that Perfedlion they are arrived to, exceeding all

* the Nations in the World, is principally owing to that Na-
* tionj who being eternal Searchers for moderate Gains by
* Trade, did give Credit to thefe lilandcrs, as well as they did

* to the Poriugueje in Brafl, for black Slaves, and all other
* Neceffarics for Planting, taking, as their Crops throve, the
* Sugars they made.'

The Dutch War happening foon after Sir George Ayjcue's

Expedition, hindered their trading with that Nation j and

their future Traffick returned to its proper Center, which was
dealing with their native Country, lis very true, for our

Advantage (the proper Center of the Barbados Trade is

England.

But let us do the Colony and our felves Juftice, to confefs,

we confulted our ov/n Intereit more than theirs, when we
tied them to one Market, and obliged thetn to fcad all their

C a Com-
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Commodities to us. Choice of Markets is the greateft Ad-

vantage of any Trade : And when about the Time of Col.

Modiford's Government, the Parliament in England pad the

Ad of Navigation, requiring, among other Things, that the

Produd of all the Colonies Ihould be (hipped for England,

a Stop was put to the flourifhing State of this Ifland ; and if

it continued as it was, without decaying much, the Duties

afterwards laid upon it, has fo reduced it, that well might Mr.

William Rawlins fay of it, in the Epiftle Dedicatory before

bis Colledion of the Laws, This once fourifhing (but alas !

now withering) IJle.

As foon as Jamaica was conquered, Col. Modiford re-

folved to remove thither, and Col. Tufton was appointed

Governor in his Stead, we fuppofe by the Rump, or Oliver \

for we are now in the Dark as to Years, and the Order of

Succeffionj but fuch as has been the Information, we have

received from the beft Tradition.

'Twas in this Gentleman's Time that the Revolutions in

England came about quick, and none of the Governors

abroad were fure who were t*heir Matters. In this Uncertainty,

Henry Hawley^ Efq; procured a Commiffion from the Earl

. of Carli/Ie, the Lord Proprietary, pofleffed himfelf of the

Government; and Col. Tufton making fome Oppofition,

was taken Prifoner, tried for High Treaion, and condemn-

ed to be fhot to Death ; which Sentence was put in Executi-

on off the Bay.

Thus Hawley became Governor of this Ifland, and fb-

Jemnized his Inauguration with the Blood of a worthy Gen-
tleman, of a very good Family, being a Relation of the Earl

of Thanet. Yet we do not find, that after the Reftoration

he was called to an Account, for fuch vigorous Meafures

were then thought tieceflary, to ftrike an Awe into the Peo-

ple, and peaceable Juftice was to efFed that which Arms
could not do before.

In his Time an Aflembly was holden, who pafled an Aft,

for limiting the Jjfemblfs Continuance ; confining their Seffion

to one Year ; the former AfTembly having fat feveral Years,

and thelflanders not approving of their Conduft.

King Charles II. to reward the good Services of Francisy

Lord Willoughhy of Parhamj reftored him to the Govern-
ment of Barbados^ with the Title of, Captain General and
Governor in chief of the Ijland of Barbados, and all other

the Charibbee Ijlands. But my Lord did not think fit to re-

move thither then; neither did he name a Deputy- Governor,

lut contenting himfelf with the Profits arifing by his Govern-

ment, flayed in England^ leaving the Adminiftration in

Barbados
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Barbados to the Council, and they, of Courfe, devolved the

executive Power on their Prelidentj which has been ever

linceobferved, in the Abfenceof the Governor and Deputy-

Governor.

'Twasin the Year 1661 that King Charles purchafed the

Propriety of thislfland of the Lord Kinowl, Heir to the Earl

of CarliJJe, who was to have icoo/. a Year for it (and now
it being a Royal Propriety, there was no Occafion for any

Commifllon from any one but the King himfelf.) But the

Purchafe was with the Barbadians Money, out of the 43. per

Cent, about that Time granted to the King for ever by the

Ailemblyi theHiftoryof which the Lord Clarendon thus re-

lates in his Vindication.

The Earl of Clarendon fays it was granted by King Charles

I. to the Earl of Carlijle.^ and his Heirs for ever, on a Suppo-

fition that it had been firji difcovered^ pojjejfedy and planted^

at the Charge Bf the /aid Earl. If thefe Allegations are not

true in Fad, for which we refer to the Hiftory, that Sup-

pofition is without Ground, and conl'equently the Fabrick

built upon it had no folid Foundation. However, the Earl

of Carlijle's Son, after the Earl's Truftees had totally negleSied

it, as the Lord Clarendon fays, affigned to the Lord Wil-

loughby oi Parham^ in the Year 1^47, half of the Profits made
of this Plantation by aLeafeof 21 Years. Thus thefe noble

Lords were buying and felling the Soil of a Country, that

one of them had perhaps fcarce heard of before, and the

other took up the Right to, after it had been abandoned by

his Reprefentatives. But the Truth is, thefe noble Lords

were fo far from having any real Property in the Ifland at this

Time, that the Earl of Clarendon writes. Citizens, Mer-
chants, Gentlemen and others tranfported themfelves thither^

without a/king any Body Leave, or without being oppofed or con-

tradi^ied by any Body j but the Leafe to the Lord IVilloughhy

from the Earl of Carlifle was corroborated byaCommilfion
to the faid Lord IVilloughby from the Prince of Wales, to be

Governor of Barbados, and all the Charibbee Iflands, all

which, St, Chrijlophersy Antcgo, Montferat., Nevis, and

others, were included in the Earl of Carlijle's Grant, and

confequently under the fame Suppofition of his having dif-

covered, pofledcd and planted them all. Many of the like

valuable Conliderations of thefe Plantation Grants, would
have the like merry Afpedt, if they were viewed in their true

and natural Light. As the People who went to and fettled at

Barbados^ did not regard this Grant enough, or enquire

whether there was fuch a Thing in being or nor, fo it is to

be obferved, that the Leafe and Commiffion to the Lord Z/^/-

C 3 loughby^
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loughhy^ was at a Time when his Lordfhip, who had all along

been ferving in the Parliament Armies againft the King, was

fallen under the Parliament's Difpleafure, and no more em-
ployed by them ; when the Prince of Wales was in very

great Straits in Holland^ and his Father King Charles I. in

the Hands of the Parliament Army j which render all thefe

Regulations about the Ifland of Barbados^ rather whimfical

than important, that Ifland being pofiTelTed and planted, as the

Lord Clarendon tells us, by Perfons who only had a juft Title

to it by the Charge they were at in acquiring fuch Pofleflions.

The Earl of Clarendon acknowledging, that the Planters

infifted that They alone had been at the Charge of fettling

the Plantation, when the Lord Carlifle had not been at the Uajl

Expend' thereupon. And this is fo apparent, that the Earl of

Clarendon himfelfowns, The Earl of Marlborough had a Grant

of the Ifland of Barbados^ long before the Earl of Carlife

had any Pretence thereunto by his Grant from fhe fame King,

on a Suppoficion that it was difcovered, poflefTed, and plant-

ed at his Charge. This very valuable Confideration will

doubtlefs excite the Curiofity of fome Perfons to enquire how
much that Suppofitiof^zs coft the Ifland of Barbados^ before

and (ince it was declared void by King Charles IPs Council

at Law, not for the Intereft of the Planters, the only true

atid well grounded Interefl: in this Ifland, or any other Englijh

Colony, but to put the Property of it fo much into the

King's Hands, that he might make a Bargain for it with the

prefent PofleiTbrs. Several Planters came Home to foUicit

the voiding of the Carlife Patent, which they were fo in-

tent upon, that Mr. Kendal^ one of them, fell in with aPro-

polition of a Duty upon Sugar, now the 4,, per Cent, at leafl:

the Origin of it, in Lieu of the Demands upon the Grant.

After what has been faid, what needed my Lord Clarendon have

enlarged fo much upon the Earl of Carlifis Affignment of

SthyfFill^ for the Payment of 50000/. Debts, which the

Planters of Barbados were no more obliged to concern

themfelves in the Payment of, than his Lordfliip or his

Truftees were obliged to concern themfelves in the Payment

of theirs. The other Agent in England for the Planters^

upon this Occafion dropt Mr. Kendal in his frank Acquief-

cence with the Duty to be laid on Sugar, alledging the Ifland

could riot bear fuch a Burthen as loooo /. a Year, which it

was computed it would amount to, and the Produce has

very well anfwered the Computation. Betides they added,

nothing could be done without the Aflembly's Confent, to

procure which the Lord JVilloughby was ordered to call one

as Toon as he arrived at Barbados^ the Government of which

was
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was continued to him, and how well he deferved it, by his

Regard to the only true Intereft of the Ifland, appears by his

bargaining vvich the Earl of Carhjle for half of the Profits

ariling from the Suppojliioti Grant, and afcer he came thither

a fecond Time to procure ihe loooo /. a Year for his

Matter's Ufe, by his throwing Col. Farmer into Jail, for his

Zealous Efefence of the Country againfl: the oppreflive Im-
politions the Governor would have impofed on them, if the

AfTembly Would haveconfented. This Col. Farmer d'lA his

utmoft to prevent, which fo provoked his Wrath, that he

gave Orders ibr urrefting him, and for his being lent Prifoner

to England. When Col. Farmer appeared before the King
and Council at Oxford^ in i66<). the Lord Clarendon pro-

moted the imprifoning him, for which with other Things he

was 21 Years alter impeached. But let the Pleader take the

Account of ic in his own Words, it being the indifpenfable

Duty of an Hiflorian to let the Lights he gives have all the

Views they will bear. The Lord Willoughby fent a full

Charge of Mutiny, Sedition and Treafon againit him, and

by his Letter ' informed the Secretary of State, of all the
* Behaviour and Carriage of the faid Farmer^ with all the
' Circum{fanceS\thereof; and that he had by his feditious

* Pra£tices prevailed fo far upon a diJa_ff'eSfed Party in that

' Ifland.' One cannot avoid oblerving here, that by dif'

affecied Party is meant no more nor lefs, than every honeft

reafonable Man in the Place; and by feditious Pradtices, his

Zealous Endeavours to obftru6t any unreafonable Impofitions,

of no manner of Ufe towards the Advantage and Security of

the Colony. Again., ' That the Lord Willoughby was obliged
' in the Inftant to fend him aboard the Ship, without which he

*.did apprehend a general Revolt * the major Part, and indeed

the wealthier, foberer, as well as greater Part, being intirely

in the fame Way of thinking with Col. Farmer. Again,
* The Lord IVilloughby likewife defired, that Farmer might
* not be fuffered to return, before the lUand was reduced to

' a better Temper.' That is to lay, that CoLi^^rw^rfhould
be kept in Jail or Banifhment from his Eftate and Family,

till this Governor had carried his Point againft the Country

Jnterejij and removed whatever Letts might ftand in his

Way, to punifli Col. Fanner as a Traytor. The Charge

againft him was Sedition and "ireafon. His only Crime was
Oppofttion, but that Oppofition was in a legal Way, his In-

tereft or Influence in the Ajfemhly. The Earl of Clarc7:don p^
confefTes, he was for fending him back to be tried and punifli-

ed for Treafon and Sedition, becaufe, fays his Lordihip, The
Governor could not prcferve his Mnjejlfs Right, if he were

C 4 difchargcd
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difcharged according as Magna Charta directed. I have read

many Letters from this Col. Farmer to his Correfpondent in

Lo-don^ Sir John Bawdon^ and never met with any from our

Ameri an Colonies, among many Thoufands I have read,

writ wirh fo much good Senfe, Politenefs and Knowledge
of Men and Things. His Prudence, his Knowledge, his For-

tune, was as dire6tly contrary to the Lord TVillcughhys Let-

ter, as Truth is to Falfliood. His Charader isfo well known
in thislfland, that I am certain I fhall not meet with Oppo'

fit'ion in aflerting he was a wife Man and a good Patriot, and

when called to it, a good Governor.

How the long Parliament in King Charles IL Reign rci-

fented this Behaviour of the Earl of Clarendon towards

Col. Farmer^ late Prefident of Barbados^ is feen in the IXth
Article of the Impeachment againft him, 'That he intruded

an arbitrary Government in his Majejlfs foreign Dominions^

fnd has caufed fuch as complained thereof before his Adajejiy

and Council, to be long imprifonedfor fo doing. What the Earl

in his Vindication fays, iliews that he was principally con-

cerned in that long Imprifonment. His Lordfliip's Words
are in his Difcourfe before the King and Council, he be-

haved himfelf peremptorily and infolently. This needs no
Explanation, every Body knowing that in the Cant of Law-
yers and Officers, whate^r is faid for the Liberty of the

Subjeft, for Property, or Privilege, to fuch as have offended

by allerting them, is infolent and peremptory.- The'IS;uth

is. Col. Farmer was a Man of Spirit as well as Senfe, he nad

a great Property to proteft, and almoft the whole Country on
his Side, and it was impofTible for him not to be bold and

Hurrphry
^'^'^ Under the like Oppreflion. But to return to our Hiftory •

Wainind, The next Prefident of the Council was Humthry WaWond^
Efh Pre- Efq^ a Gentleman who had fuffered for his Loyalty in Eng-
ftdent.

land-^ and his Sufferings obliged him to leave that Kingdom,
and fettle in Barbados. And when he entered on the Ad-
miniftration, an Aflembly was called, which pafl feveral no-
table Laws. As an Ad, entitled,

An ASlfor the Encouragement offuch as Jhallplant orraife

Provifions tofell.

An A£f for the better amending, repairing, and keeping

(lean the common Highways^ and knoivn Broad-Paths within

this Jjland, leading to Church and Markets j and for laying

put new Ways^ where it Jhall be needful.

An ASi concerning the Conveyance of Ejiates.

An A£l for the goodgoverning of Servants, and ordering the

Rights between Majien and Servant:.

An
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J^n Aci for the Encouragement of all faithful Mini/}ers in

the Pajloral Charge within this Ifland ; as alfo for appointing

and regulating of a convenient Maintenance for them for the

future.

An Act concerning written Depofitions^ produced in Courts^

and appointing how the Evidence offick and larne Perfons^

and of Perforis intended off this IJJand.^ Jhall be validandgood.

An An ejiabl'tjhing the Courts of Common Pleas in this

Ifand\ declaring alfo a Method and Manner of Proceedings^

both to fudgment and Execution , which are to be obferved in

thejaid Courts.

An A£t appointing a fpecial Court^ for the fpeedy deciding

Controverfies between Merchant and Merchant^ or Mariner

and Mariner, or Merchant and Mariners^ about Freight^ •

Damage, or other maritime Caufes.

They alfo confirmed the A6t about Officers Fees, paft in

Governor Searl's Time ; as the King and Parliament did the

A/^ of Navigation in England.^ to the great Difguft of the

Colonies.

During Mr. JValrond's, Adminiftration, the Militia were

often regulated by the Aflembly j and a Regiment of Horfe

was fettled. Care was alfo taken to repair and maintain the

Breaft-Works and Fortifications : And this Gentleman gave

general Satisfaction in the Difcharge of his Poft. Indeed

'tis moft natural to fuppofe, that a Perfon who has himfelf aa

Interefl in a Country, fhould be more concerned for the

good Government of it, than one who looks upon it as a tem-

porary Dwelling, whither he has procured himfelf to be fent,

to raife a Fortune, or patch up one going to Decay.
Mr. JValrond figned thefe Ads after the Arrival of the

Lord IVilloughby., which was about Augufly 1665. For the

Ait above-mentioned, concerning zvritten Depofttions, 6cc.

is faid to be by the Governor, Council., and Affembly ;
yet his

Name is to it : Whereas in the other Adis figned by him,

'tis only faid, by lh& Preftdent.^ Council., and Ajfcmbly.

It appears by the Ad, which fettles that fatal Duty of the

4I per Cent, that the Lord Willoughhy took out a new Com^
mifRon for Governor, when he embarked for the IVeJl-lndics ;

which Commiflion was dated the 12th of June, i(5()3, and
that Ad paffed the 12th of December.

Since in the following Chapters wefhall have frequent Oc-
caQon to make Mention of it, 'twill not be improper to re-

cite the Caufes which moved the Alfembly to fettle that Im-
poft for ever on the Crov/n. As nothing conduccth more to the

Peace and Profperity of any Place^ and the Protection of every

fingle
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fingU Perfon therein, than that the publick Revenue thereof

may be in fame Meafure proportioned to the publick Charges

and Expences ; and alfo well weighing the great Charges thai

there muji be of NeceJJity, in the maintaining the Honour

end Dignity of his Majejiy's Authority here, the publick

Meeting of the Sejfions^ the often Attendance of the Council^

the Reparation of the Forts, the budding a Sejfion's Houfe^ and

aPrifon, and all ofher publick Charges incumbent on the

Government: We dot in Confederation thereof give and grant

unto his Majefly^ his Heirs and Succefforsfor ever^ &c. That

is tofay, upon all dead Commodities, of the Growth or Produce

of thii Ijland, that /hall be Jhipped off the fame, four and a

half in Speciefor every feve Scare.

Now if the publick Charges and Expences have been de-

frayed out of this Duty, if the Honour and Dignity of the

Sovereign Authority there have been maintained, if the

Charges of the meeting of the Seffions, and the often At-

tendance" of the Council, have been paid out of it; if the
.

Forts have been repaired, a Seflion's Houfe and a Prifon been

built, and all other publick Expences, incumbent on the

Government, anfwered by this Impoil, what Reafon have

the Barbadians to complain ? But if on the contrary, not

one of thofe Articles were in the lead complied with in all

King Charles and King James's Reign ; if the Inhabitants

have themfelves, by other Taxes, been obliged to defi-ay all

the Charges of the Government in this Ifland, have they not
' Reafon to wifli the Name of Willoughby had never been

heard of there ?

He fhewed he deferved the Poft the King had given him,

when for his 1200/. a Year Salary, he got the Setdement of

1 0000 /. a Year on the Crown. That King took Care it

Ihould be laid out to the Service of his Privy-Putfe, by af-

figning Penfions out of it to his Favourites, and others.

Thus was all the i^^- per Cent. Money loft to the Barba-

dians., and the Lord Kinowl was the only Perfon, who had

any Intereft in the Ifland, that got any Benefit by it ; for his

1000 /. a Year was fettled to be paid out of the Monies ari-

fing by this Duty.

The Lord Willoughby''s Family coming over with him,

Henry Willoughby, Efq; who was his Son, Brother, or Ne-
phew, fettled on the Ifland ; and his Plantation to this Day
goes by the Name of Willoughby'^ Plantation.

My Lord Willoughby undertook an Expedition againft the

Spanifl) Wejl-Indies, as fome report ; but there being then

no Wars between the Englifh and Spaniards, we rather fup-

pofe it might be againft the Dutch Plantations, King Charles

having
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having declared War with the States. Be it either on a pri-

vate or publick Account, he (ailed towards the Continent,

and appointed Henry Willoughby^ Efq; Henry Hawley, ECq^ Henry Wi!^

and Samuel Berxvicky Efq; to be Governors in his Ablence. . ^r^.'^ Henrw
That they were Joint-Governors, appears by an Aft, uAuy,

For the better afcertaining the Laws of this IJland^ paffed by %> ""''

them; The prejent Governors fubfcribing their Names to this ^y"^*"gL'
Aci^ Jhall be deemed^ &C. . Gtverm"*

By Virtue of this Ad, Philip Bell, Efq; Conjlant 5/7-

vejier^ Efq; Robert Hooper, Efqj Simon Lambert and Richard

Evans, Efqrsj and Mr, Edward Bowden, Secretary of the

Illand, were appointed Commiflioners to colleft what'Laws
ftiould be in Force there ; and in Purfuance of their Com-
miflion, they colledted the following Ads from the Books of
the Office, and other fuch Books, the Original Rolls being

loft in the Hurricane or Fire j An A6iJor Officers putting in

Security ; An A£i appointing Security to be given by the Clerks^

&C. of thi feveral Courts within this IJland ; An A.£i giving

Power to Church-Wardens to make Sale of Landsy See. and
concerning Surplus of Land within old Bounds^ Sec. An ASf

for the Tranfcripiion andfafe keeping of Records ; An ASi con-

cerning Trefpafs done by Hogs; An ASi declaring what Proofs

to Bonds, Bills, Procurations, Letters of Attorney, or other

Writings /hall hefufficimt in Law; An A£f concerning Vejiries;

An A6i to order the Publication and Execution of te ASis

concerning the Uniformity of Common Prayer; An A£l con~

cerning Morning and Evening Prayer in Families. They
confirmed the A6ls in Mr. Searl's and Mr. Walrondh Time,
at ieaft all that we have mentioned to be pafTed then ; as alfoi,

An ASl to prevent the Prejudice that may happen to this Ifiand^ ,

hy loofe and vagrant Perfons, in and about thefame ; An ASf

for the difpofmg offeveral Fines, that are impofed upon feveral

Perfons for feveral Jldifdemeanors done within this Ifand;
An A6i for regulating and appointing the Fees of the feveral

Officers and Courts of this Ifland; An A6i for the Relief of
' '

fuch Perfons as lie in Prifon, and others, who have not where-

with to pay their Creditors : An Addition to an Ad, entitled.

An A^forfettling the Eftates and Titles of the Inhabitants of
this Ifand to their PoJfeJJions in their feveral Plantations within

thefaine ; An Aci concerning the Sale of Lands by Attorneys^

Executors and Adminijirators ; An AM for the Prevention of
Firing of Sugar Canes.

Theie Laws are very well abridged in the Colledion of
the Plantation Laws, to which we often have referred the

Reader, and may be feen at large m Mr. Rawlins's, Col"
ledion. '

The
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The Commiflioners above-named made the following Re-
turn to their Commiffion.

' We, the Committee appointed for the compiling of the
' Laws, having caufed them to be colleded and tranfcribed,

' as appears by a Writing under our Hands, exprefled in the
' Pagc> the firft Line entered in this Book, and are therein

* expreffed, and be comprehended in one hundred fifty three
• ' Sheets of Paper; which being now fairly engrofled in this

' Book, do appear to be fifty eight Laws, and are compre-
* hended in fifry eight next preceding Pages. And to the
* End that our firft Declaration may be rightly underftood,
* in regard that relateth to the one hundred fifty three Sheets
* of Paper, wherein the Laws were firft digefted, we have
* thought good here to infert this prefent Explanation.

^ Given under our Hands the 14th of Nov. 166j.

* Philip Bell.

* Conjiant Silvcjler*

Tis well for the Inhabitants of Barbados^ that thofe Laws
are more intelligible than this Return ; for we fear the

Reader will find it fomewhat obfcure as well as the Hiftorian.

This Colledtion of Laws was by an A6t of Affembly or-

dained and eftabliflied to be in full and abfolure Force and

Virtue, and were duly publifhed in all the Pariflies of the

Ifland, and returned to the Clerk of the Affembly. They
were alfo fent to England for his Majefty's Approbation, and

were fully approved and confirmed by the King to be of full

Force and Authority, as the Standing Laivs of Barbados,

none of which have been firice repealed. We fpeakof thofe

* whofe Titles are inferted in this Hiftory,

Francis Lord IVilloughby was caft away, and perifhed in

the Expedition we have mentioned in the foregoing Pages.

Upon which King Charles the lid. gave his Commiffion of

w;inam
-Captain General and Governor in chief of the Ifland of

Lord, wil- Barbados^ to his Brother William Lord IVilloughby^ who ar-
loughby rived in that Ifland, J. D, i66j, and 'twas by the Affembly
Governor,

fymmoncd on his Arrival, that the Laws the Comraiffioners

collected were confirmed.

There's one Thing very remarkable in their Addrefs to

the Governor, Council, and Affembly, dated the i8th of

jfufyy 1657, wherein, after they have declared that their

Laws are the only Laws and Statutes which they found ci-

' ther originally made and enadted, or revived, colleded, a-

mended, and confirmed, &c. they fay, There are two
A6ts only excepted, wherein they could not detei?mine,

which of them was valid, they both importing Cuftoms oa
all
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all the Commodities of this Ifland, hence exported, but only

one of them could be in Force. The firft of which Adrs,

fiy they, is entitled, Jn A£i importing the Cufioms^ &c.
dated the 17th Day of 'January^ 1^50? which was made
and enabled by Governor, Council, and the Reprefenta-

tives of this Ifland, lawfully impowered by Commiflion from
the Earl of CarUJle^ thereto impowered by Letters Patent

from the Kiftg j and that Adl we cannot fay is repealed, by
Rcafon that the other Ad, dated the 12th of Septernber^ in

the Year 166^, importing the Cnjlcm of 4^ per CeRt. and
intended to repeal the former A6i^ is mt free from ObjeSiions

and Exceptions of feveral Perfo7is^ who conceive the Affembly^

which confented to the faid laji Aii^ zvas an Affemhly mt le-

gally continued at the Time of the making the faid A61.

This Addrefs or Declaration was figned by all the feven

Commiffioners before-mentioned, who were the mofl: con-
fiderable Gentlemen of the Ifland, for Wifdom and Wealth.

Men, whom their Country had fuch an Opinion of, that

they thought fit to entruft them with their Laws j and we fee

they declared the 47 per Cent. Adl was not free from Ob-
jections and Exceptions., &c. If fo, the Gentlemen of Bar-
bados hzvQ paid 300,000/. out of Complacency; for thofe

Objedions and Exceptions have not been made Ufe of to

excufethemof this Duty.

The Hurricane mentioned to have been the Occafion of
the Lofs of fome publick Rolls, happened the fame Year
that the Bridge Town was burnt, and that Fire deprived us

of feveral Records, which would have been ufeful to us in

fettling the Chronology of this Ifland.

We fhall hereafter be more certain. The Hurricane was
far from being fo terrible as to deferve fuch publick Notice

j

and if it deflroyed the Rolls, it mufl: be more through the

Fear or Negligence of the Keeper, than through the Fury
of the Storm.

About the Time of TVilliam Lord TFilloughbfs coming
to Barbados^ Sir Tobias Bridge arrived there with a Regi-
ment of Soldiers, for an Addition of Strength to the Ifland.

The AfTembly provided Accommodations for both Officers

and Soldiers, as appears by feveral Adis now expired ; and we
make Mention of none but fuch as are now in Force. The
AfTembly alfo impowered the Governor of the Ifland, for

the Time being, to appoint a Provoft Marfhal there, and
pafTed an Ad, diredting how the Clerks and Marfhals for the

feveral Courts of Common-Pleas, within this Ifland, fhall

be appointed, and what they fliall receive ; as alfo, An Ajf
concerning the Commijfton of the Judges and their Ajji/iants,

We
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We are now at a Lofs how to reconcile the Stile of the

A6ts of this Affembly with the Hiftory^ for in all of them
before the loth of March^ i66y, 'tis expreffed, Be it or~

dained and ena6ied^ by his Excellency William Lord Wil-
loughby of Parham, i^c. and fuch Adls are figned William

IVilloughby : Whereas from the loth of March aforefaid,

to the November following, 'tis only faid in the Ads that paf-

fed. Be it enabled and ordained by the Deputy Governor^ Coun-

^i!fThb "^ ''"'^ Ajfembly ; yet thofe Ads are figned William Willoughhy.

i/^i^Di-pJ-'By which it appears there then was a Deputy-Governor of

»y Govtrnor. the fame Name with my Lord ; for no Governor could fign

the Ad, when his Deputy's Name,was in the Stile of it.

We take this fFIlIiam Willoughhy to be fome Relation of
my Lord's, whom he left Deputy-Governor in his Abfence,

which was probably in i Voyage to the Charibhee Iflands, of
which he was alfo Governor,

The feveral Ads figned by the Deputy-Governor Wil-
loughby^ are as follow ; An Ah to prevent forcible and clan'

dejiine Entries into any Lands or Tenements within this Ijlandy

An A^for reducing the Intereji to ten Pounds for one hundred

in a Tear. An Ailfor preventing the Jelling of Brandy and
Rum in tippling Houfes, near the Broad Paths and Highways^
within this I/land j An Ail declaring the Negro Slaves of this

Ifland to be real EJiate^ An Ail for repealing a former Ail

y

eJiaBifl)ing Market-Days. The next Ad that pafled, was by

r-''?""u
^^^ Excellency, William Lord Willoughhy of Parham, &c.

toughby,
" entitled, Au Ailfor regulating and appointing the Fees of the

Cwtrmr. feveral Officers in this I/land, and other publick Minifiers ;

wliich is figned by my Lord : And I muft either be right in

my Conjedure, that there was a Deputy- Governor named
William Willoughhy alfo, or my Lord confirmed the Ads
which his Deputy- Governor pafTed in his Abfence, without
being named, and without figning them j which is very un-

- reafonable to believe j for till they were figned, they were not
Laws,

My Lord reaflliming the Government after 8 Months Ab-
fence, palTed another AGifor advancing and raifing the Value

of Pieces of Eight
.^
and foon after that removed to England

^

as we imagine by his long Stay, for he was abfent 4 Years
;

or to the Charibhee Iflands, to fettle Antego j which, as wc
are informed, was his Propriety.

In the mean Time, the Damage 'done by the late Fire

at the Bridge was more than repaired, for the Town
was rebuilt and enlarged j the Buildings being of Stone,
more beautiful, and not fo much expofed to a fecond Con-
flagration, as the former Houfes.

The
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The Affembly, by a particular Ad, appointed what Ma-
terials the Town fhould be built of; for the Inhabitants ha-

ving begun to run up flight Koufes of Timber again, a Stop

Was pur to further Building by a former Adt of Ailembly,

till they had taken that Matter into further Confideration.

The Lord Willuughhy left Col. Chrijicpher Codrington^ his Chrlft'^pW

Deputy • who in Feb. 1668, pafTed an Act, prohibiting wmi- '^'r^^'^f^^*

derif:g PerJons from carrying Goods and iVares^ in Packs or ty-Guvimn,

otherwife, from Houfe to Houfe^ in this Ifland-^ and an Kdi for
repealing a Claufe in an ASi.^ entitled^ An A£i reducing Interejl

to ten Pounds of Sugarfor one hundred Poiinds of Sugar for one

Tear. In May^ 16(^9, hefignedan A<5t, called, An additional

ASl concerning the Co?iveyanc€ of Ejiates. On the 22d of De-
cember, he pafled two other Bills j the one, entitled. An A£l
appointing Bench ASlions, and the Manner ofproceeding therein ;

the other, An Adl concerning Spanifh Money. The next Day
he figned another Bill, called, An A^ appointing Overjecrs of
Plantations to officiate and a£t as Surveyors of the High-ixjaysy

andConfiables. The I ith o^ Augufi, 1^70, he palTed twoother
Adts j one entitled, An additional A£i to the A51 concerning

the Conveyance of Eflates ; the other. An ASi to prevent

fpiriting People off this IfJand. In Oifober he figned four

Other Bills: An additional ASi to the Ati for ejiablifhing the

Courts of Common-Pleas within this IJland-^ An ASi to prevent

Abufe of Lawyer s.^ and Multlpliciiy of Law-Suits j An ASi

for the trying of allpetty Larcenies at theJeveral^uarter'Scfftom

ivithin this IJland:^ An A£l for regulating and appointing the

Fees of the Secretary of this Ifland.

About the fame Time, James Beek, Efqj procured an kCt
of Affembiy, impowering him to build a publick Wharf in

the Town of Si^ Michael's j and Mr, Richard Rumney^ Re-
ceiver General of the Ifland, having embezzled the publick

Money, a Bill pafled to recover the publick Debt from his

Eftate.

In July, i6yi, the Deputy Governor figned the Bill yor

Prevention offring Sugar Canes; and Mr, IVilUam JVithing-

ton having disburfed Money relating to the publick Affairs,

the Committee of the publick Accounts were appointed to

repay him as much as the Country had benefited by his Dif-

burfements.

In February, An Ad pafled to prohibit the tranfporting of
uncured Ginger of this IJland\ and two other Ads on the 5 th

of May.^ I^72> viz. An A^for the annual rating of Liquors \

and An A£f concerning ForefiaHers and Ingroffers of Prcvifions.:

The laft Ad pafled by the Deputy-Governor, was figned the

^th of this Month, and was a very ufcful one, as has been

4. iv und
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found fince by Experience; 'twas called, An j£f concerning

Perfons intended to depart this IJlaiid^ and the fetting up their

Names in the Secretary's Office, and Warrants of ArrejK

will'iam Not long after this, the Lord IVilloughby returned to Bar-
Lord, wil- lados from England or the Charibbee Iflands, and flayed

Cwmwr. ^^""^ ^^ about the Time that there was a new Governor named

in England^ which was in 1674.

We have not learned whom this Lord appointed to be his

Deputy-Governor, or who was Prefident of the Council,

when he left the liland ; or whether he flayed after Sir "Jona-

than Atkins^ the new Governor's Arrival, which was towards

the latter End of the Year 1(^74. But fure we are, the

Lord IVilloughby figned a Bill the 29th of January, i^J^j

entitled, A declarative ASf upon the A£l making Negroes real

EJiatc, and that we hear no more of him in this Ifland,

where the JVilloughhy^s had been long Maflers.

Sir Tons-
Upon Sir Jonathan Atkins's Arrival at the Aflembly, he

than Atkins took up his Refidcnce at Fontahell, about a Mile and an half

Citvtrnvr. from the Bridge, a Plantation lately belonging to Mr. Spring-

ham^ which was rented for him at 500 /. a Year, and the Af-

fembly confirmed the Leafe of it to him, enading, that the

Rent fliould be defrayed at the publick Charge.

The firfl A61 pafTed by Sir Jonathan, was called An A^
for taking off the 80 Days^ after Execution for future Con-

iraSls. At thisTime, Mr. EdwynStede, was Deputy Secre-

tary, and Mr. John Higginbotham, Clerk of the AfTembly.

This Bill was figned the 25th of March, 1^75. By which

we may fee the Governor came hither in the Year before. In

April, he pafTed an kOifor regulating the Gage of Sugar,

'Twas in this Governor's Time, that the Merchants of

London and at Barbados were feverely and unjuflly dealt with

by a Society of Men, calling themfelves the Royal African

Company of England ; who under the Protedtion of the Duke
of York, did as many arbitrary Things as Men could do, who
were not Sovereigns as well as Tyrants. We fliall fpeak of

them more largely elfewhere.

Sir Jonathan Atkins had Orders to feixe all Interlopers

;

fo thofe fair Merchants were called, who, at the greateft

Hazard, endeavoured to fupply the Plantations with Negroes,

which none were to import, but fuch as had fubfcribed to

the Monopoly.

We fhall not pretend to give an Account of all the Ships

taken by the Men of War, Governor, and Agents, to feed

the Rapine of this Company, nor how tnany Families were
ruined by them, who afterwards were ruined themfelves,

and became the mofl contemptible Society of Merchants

4 ia
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in Europe^ with the moft pompous Name: We are now
come to fpeak of one of the moft dreadftil Events that ever

happened to Barbados^ which Ifland had lately efcaped the

Terrors of the War j for de Ruyter with a Fleet of Dutch
Men of War came to attack it, but found the Inhabitants

fo well prepared for their Defence, that after having made
a Bravo of a few Shot againft the Forts at the Bridge,

he drew off. 'Tis true, he had no Number of Land
Forces aboard, and Barbados was never more populous

than at this Time, for the Ifland could fpare loooo Men
able to bear Arms, and have as many more to follow the

Bufinefs of the Field, befides Blacks. The Government
ordered a good Body of Troops to the Coafts, and they

appeared in fuch Crouds on the Shore, that the Dutch Ad-
miral contented himfelf with throwing away fome Powder
and Ball to no Purpofe, and failed away.

The Hurricane that happened the 31ft o^ Auguft^ ^^7S^
was the worft Enemy this Ifland ever knew, except it were
the ProjeSiorSj and Contrivers of Taxes in England.

The Leeward Part of the Country fufFered moft ; for the

Sugar-Works, and Dwelling- Houfes were all thrown down
;

very few Wind-mills, except Stone-mills, flood out the

Storm. The Houfes and Sugar-Works to the Windward
were very much Ihattered ; the Canes were blown down flat,

and fome up by the Roots. All the Ships in the Road were
brought afhore ; the Pots in the Curing-Houfes were all broken.

Windward the Storm was not fo violent. From thence Lee-
ward, and all over Scotland^ there was neither Dwelling-houfe,

Out-work, or Wind-mill ftanding, except a few Stone -mills.'

All the Houfes in the Bay were blown down, as were moft of the
Churches j and almoft all the Corn in the Country was deftroy*d.

One may guefs at the Lofs, when at two Plantations, be-

longing to Mr. John Bowden, and Mr, John Spark, the
Damage came to no lefs than 6000/. Others, who could
nor fo well bear the Lofs, were totally ruined.

There had been a Hurricane the Year before, when the

Damage done was not inconfiderable, but none of the Houfes
fell ; and Mr. Spark before-mentioned, writing to his Part-
ner Mr, Bowden, then living in London, has this Expreflion
in his Letter; * I have been in two Hurricanes fince my
' laft coming hither, which were nothing comparably and
* but Flea-bitings to this.'

'Tis fomewhat out of the Way Indeed, to compare a Hur-
ricane to a Flea-biting ; but confidering this Man's Bufinefc
was not Metaphor and Simile^ one may conceive an Idea ©f
the Terriblenels of the laft Tempeft by the Comparifon.

Vol. II, D ^ *^
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Sir Jonathan Jtk'ins immediately fummoned the Aflembljr

together i and when they met, they took under Confidera-

tion, how to prevent Creditors being too ha% on their

Debtors after this Calamity. " For the latter would have been

forced to defert the IHand, had thofe they owed Money to

come upon them at that Time. Had they gone, thofe who
remained would have been in great Danger of their Negroes

whom the Inhabitants were at that Time very much afraid of.

The Aflembly agreed to fend Home a Petition to the

King, to take oif the 4,' per Cent. Duty, as the only Means

to fave the Colony from Deftrudion : For befides that their

Canes in the Ground were all ruined, the Planters were

forced to take off fo many of their Hands, to employ them

about re-building their Houfes, that there was no Likelihood

of their having a Crop the next Year. At the fame Time
they fufFered alfo by Want j for the Supplies of Provifions

that ufed to be fent from Neiv-England, were in a great

Meafure flop'd, that Colony labouring under two fevere

Judgments, Peftilence and War; infomuch 'twa"s feared the

Indians would overrun them, which however did not come
to pafs, as we have fliewn elfewherc.

,

The Leeward People made very little Sugars for tWo Years

;

2nd the Diftreffes of the Planters were fuch, ' that 'twas

thought, if ever the 4 i/^rCtv?/. would be taken off, 'twould

be then. But there was no fuch good News for the Bar-
badians. King Charles had his Neceffities for Money, as

well as his Subjects, the' perhaps not for as juflifiable Occa-
fions. The ^: per Cent, was a good' Fund for 100,000/.

And who could expert fuch a Gift, at a Time when even the

Exchequer was under the Scandal of Bankrupts ?

We do not find the Affembly paffed any A6t to relieve the

Sufferers in the late Hurricane, nor any Thing tending there-

to, unlefs it was, An J^ for Allowance of a Jecondfree Entry

for the dead FroduSiion of this IJIand^ loji or taken^ relating to

the 42 per Cent. For the Commiffioners of the Cuftom-
houfe would not allow the Planter, if he had paid the Duty
oi 10000 Pound Weight of Sugar, and 'twas loft in the

Harbour, to fhip off a like Quantity, by Virtue of the firfl:

Entry, as now he was allowed to do by this Ad.
The Floufes being levelled with the Ground by the Hur-

ricane, the beft Planters in the Ifland lived in Hutts ; and
when they built again, were afraid to run up their Houfes to
any Height for a long Time. The Terror of this Tempeft
ftuck fo upon the Inhabitants, that few People cared to med-
dle with Eftates, tho' they had Money to buy them, feeing

to what Accidents they were expofed.
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In Jpril, i<^7^3 we fee by the Statutes of Barlados, that

the Quakers were very induftrious, in their Endeavours to

convert the Negroes. Upon which Occafion an Ad paft to

prevent it, with a whimfical Preamble; IVhereas of late

many Negroes have been fiiffcred to remain at the Meeting of
^lakers^ as Hearers of their DoSfrine^ and taught in their

Principles, v/hereby the Safety of this Ifand may be much
hazarded, &c.

In this Adt Care was taken to bring in a Claufe againft

any Diflenrers keeping Schools : For, according to the Hu-
mour in England, the Governors of this Colony, as well as

others, have been always careful to a6l.

At this Time there was a wicked Pradice in the IFefl-

Indiesy of v/hich the EngUjh are accufed j and that was their

ftealing and enllaving Indians, which they took on the Con-
tinent, or the Iflands. And one Col. JVarner being charged

with this unlawful Traffick, if it deferves that Name, was
made a Prifoner in England, and fenc aboard the Phcenix
Frigat to Barbados, to take his Trial there j but he found fo

many Friends, that he came ofF.

There was another unfair Way of dealing in this Ifland,

much complained pf : Some Merchants knowing the Ne-
ceflity of the Inhabitants, ufed, by Forgery, and oiher De-
ceits, to engrofs Beef, Pork, Fifli, and Salt, into their Pof-

feffions ; and the Planters not being able to live without

ProviGons, were forced to buy them of them at their own
exorbitant Prices.

This Grievance became fo great at laft, that the Gover-
nor, Council, and AflTembly, paft an kdi to redrefs ir, and
prevent the Incoyiveyiiences upon the Inhabitants of this Iflandy

by Forefiallers, Ingrofjers, and Regrators.

On the fame Day, the 25)th of November, iS-jS, an Acb
paft, to explain a Claufe in the Ad for eftablifliing the Courts

of Common Pleas m this Ifland. On the 15 th of Marchy
Sir "Jonathan Atkins figned another Ad, appointing the Sale,

in open Market, of Efe£ls attachedfor the Excife, the Parijh

Dues, and Servants JVages.

The Governor and Affembly raifed Money to repair and
finifti the Fortifications and Breaft-Works, and build new
ones, where Occafion required. In the Year the Popifh Plot

broke out in England, we find the Government of Barbados
providing again ft the Papifts, by an Ad, entitled, An A^ for
the more effe^ual putting in Execution a Statute of Enghnd,
entitled. An A£i for preventing Dangers which may happen

from Popijh Recufants : Which was figned the i^lhof Febrw
ary^ 1678.

D z The
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The fame Year Capt. Delaval, in the Con/lant U^arwick

Man of War^ convoyed the Fleet of Merchant Ships from

Barbados as far as in 20 Degrees of Latitude, the Inhabitants

being apprehenfive of a War with France^ and that the Ene-

my might intercept themj but King Charles a.nd Lewis XIV.

underffood one another too well.

The Con/iant JVarwick returning to Barbados^ as fhe came

near the Ifland, took an Interloper, commanded by one

Capt. Golding, and bound to this Ifland with Negroes. The
Ship belonged to Mr. Richard Walter, a Merchant there,

and Mr. John Bowden, a Merchant in London.

Sir Jonathan Atkins^ according to his Inftrudions, pre-

fently condemned the Ship and Cargo, becaufe the Matter

had not the Royal African Company's Licence to trade;

?nd Mr. Walter was forced to pay 1400 /. to get Capt. Gold-

ing his Ship and Cargo difcharged.

We might have remembered feveral fuch Captures, but

they are Events too mercantile to be inferted among fuch as

are purely hiftorical ; of which Kind are only thofe that re-

late to the Publick, as indeed this OpprelTion did ; which

Edward Littleton, Efqj Judgeof iS/>£/^/;/'s or St. P^/^r's Pre-

cindt, has fet forth, in a Pamphlet called The Groans of
the Plantations, with equal Force and Reafon.

' It cannot be imagined how the Company and their A-
' gents lord it over us, having us in their Power ; and if any
* offer at the Trade befides themfelves, they make fuch Ex-
* amples of them, that few dare follow them. If they catch
* us at Guinea, they ufe us as downright Enemies ; and at

* Home, we are dragged into the Admiralty -Courts, and
* condemned in a trice ; there is not fuch fpeedy Juftice in

* the World. The Word is, that we are found Prize, or
* condemned as Prize, as if we were Foreigners, taken in

* open War, They have got a Trick of State, to bring In-

* terlopers within the A6t:s of Navigation or Trade; which
" are the fevere A6ts about Plantations. But even in this

' Cafe we are brought icro the Admiralty, whatever the
* l-aw fays to the contrary : Nor doth it avail us to plead,

* that all Offences againft Statutes muft be tried by Jury.
' The Forfeitures of the Aifls before-named (which are ne-
* ver lefs than Ship and Goods) are -given to the King, the
* Governor, and the Informer. The Governor in thefe

' Matters fits Chief Judge of the Court, lf!c.

Such was the Tyranny of this African Monopoly ; and
Sir Jonathan Atkins not pleafing the Company, in his Pro-

ceedings againft Interlopers, a frightful Name given fair and

honcil: Dealers, he v.'as recalledj tho' be had done enough to

5 deferve
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deferve tbe Favour of the Society : But they wanted a Man
of more Severicy, and lefs Honour, and procured one in his

SuccefTor, Sir Richard Dutton ; a Man of fuch Principles, sh Richard

that in any other Reign he would not have been trufted with i^utton,

the Government of Providence. He was a compleat Tool
'^''^"''""'•

of the Court, had been the Duke of York\ Creature, and

was Hke to do any Thing he fiiould be commanded.
Sir Richard fet fail for Barbados in February.^ l68o, touch-

ed at the Maderas^ and arrived at Barbados in /^r//, where
he was received with great Kindnefs and Refpe«5t, and found

the Ifland in a very flourifhing Condition.

The Aflembly confirmed the Leafe of Fontabell to him,

and having paft an Ad, for fettling the Militia, the Governor
would have it inferted, that all the Soldiers fhould appear ia

Red Coats ; which put the Inhabitants to an extraordinary

Charge- and, fays Judge Littleton above-mentioned, has

driven many a poor Houfe- keeper from off the IJland. The
fame AfTembly paft an Adt, to revive and continue an j£f^ -

entitled. An A£t for taking off the So Days after Execution^

forfuture Contra6is.

Sir Richardj to fhew his Loyalty, got the Grand Jury, at

the General Seffions of the Peace, holden for the Illand of
Barbados, on Tuefday, the i5th Day of Auguji^ i68i, to

draw up an Addrefs to the King ; which the Governor fent

to England, and his Majefty gracioufly accepted of it, and

was pleafed to declare the great Satisfaction he had, in this

Teftimony of the Duty and AfFeflion of thofe his Subjeds,

to his Perfon and Government. And this Addrefs was one
of the earlieft of all thofe AddrefTes of Abhorrences, &c.
which all good Men have fince fo much abhorred.

la July, 1682, the Governor figned two Bills, which the ,

'

AfTembly had paft. Onefor the better regulating the Manner

ofgiving Tickets out of the Secretary's Office. The Preamble of
this Ad tells us on what Occafion it paft :

' Whereas fundry
* Perfons have of late departed this Ifland, to Jamaica, the
* Leeward-Ifands, and other new Settlements, and left be-
* hind them their Wives and Children, many of which are,

* and others may become burdenfom to the Pariflies they
* are left in ; To prevent, iJc^

'Tis faid the fevere Proceedings 'of this Governor drove

feveral off the Ifland, and made fuch an Ad neocflary. The
other Bill he then figned, was an Ad appointing the Sale in

fipen Markets of Effects attachedfor Arrears.

In March following he figned another Bill, for the afcer-

taining the Bounds of thefeveral Parijhes, and enclofmg the

Church'Tards within this Ifand. And foon after he re-

D 5 turned
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Henry wai-turned to England: For in JpriI, i<>83, wc find Henry
rand, Efr, jy^i^gfj^ Efq. Lieutenant General of the IHand of Barba-

.i,nnoraf dos j and a Seflion of the Peace, of Oyer and lerminer, was
Barbados, holden before him the 2d of that Month.

The Grand Jury drew up an Addrefs, of the fame Stamp

with the former^ which, to ufe their own Words, was pre-

fented by their noble and high deferring Governor.

In it the Gentlemen were pleafed to rejoice in King Charles

the Second's known Piety, and in the Loyalty and Prudence

of their Religious Governor ; who had Jiifed and dijcounte-

named FaSiion and Fanaticifm in the very E7nbrio. They
tell the King, ' Their Mind had been infinitely ruffled and
* diflurbed, at the Notices they had of the many Attempts

" * and Offers that had been lately made in their native Country
* of England., and by the rebellious Heat of feme Spirits,

*- hatched in Hell, to fhake his Majefty's Royal Throne, l£c.^

They declared, ' their Deteftation of that curfed Paper,

' the AJfociation ; and that they were hearty Lovers and Ad-
* mirers of his dearejl Brother.'

Indeed there's fomething fo very extraordinary in the Truth,

Eloquence, Grammar, and Moderation of this excellent Ad-
drefs, that we are forry we have not Room for the Enter-

tainment of the Reader, to fhew him what a noble Addrefs

Sir i^/V/'^r*/ gave himfelf theTrouble to carry three thoufand

Miles, and prefent as a grateful Offering to his Matter, who,
'tis faid, was pleafed to receive it very gracioufly.

But little did thefe worthy Gentlemen of the Grand Jury

think how foon they would have Reafon to turn their Ad-
drefles to Remonflrances, as will be related in its proper

Place.

»*^fr Richard Sir Richard Dutton returned to Barbados in the following
Ducton Gc-Year, held an Affembly, and paft an Ad, for morefpeedy Re~

medy in Di/ireJJes taken Damagefefant^ and Trejpajfes done by

Horfes^ Cattle^ and other living Chattels. As alfo another,

io impQwer Attornies to confefs judgment upon particular War-
rants. And another, declaring how Piracies and Felonies

done upon the Sea^ Jhall be tried and punijhed.

At this Time a Law was made, for appointing a Treafurer

for the Ifland, who was Col. Rich. Salter: And the Rebel-

lion in the Weji happening in the next Year, the Govern-
ment of Barbados paffed a fevere A<5t againfl thofe Rebels that

were fent thither; whereby their Condition was rendered al-

moft as bad as the Negroes. But 'twas then the Mode in

England^ to make all Merit center in an implicit Loyalty ;

and why fliould not the Barbadians be as mad as others?

The Bill was called, An Ad for the governing and retaining

I within
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within this IJlnnd^ allfuch Rebels conv'tSl^ as by his Majejlfi ,

moji jacred Ordei\ or Permit^ have been^ or Jhall be tranj-

portedfrom his European Do?ninior.s to this Place.

Lieutenant General Walrond^ notwich(tanding hfs loyal

AddreG', and the Polt Sir Richard Dutton left him, fell under

his Difpleafurcj for what, my Author does not inform us
j

but how feverely and unjuftly he was profecutcd, will appear

by his Reprefentation of the Matter.
' Another remarkable Example of the Inconveniences they -'^!V Dalhy

have been, and are liable to, is that of the before-men- ^!^°'"^"'

tioned Col. Walrond-^ who upon a bare Suggeftion againft&c.'

him, made by a Man fairly tried before a Court of Oyer

and Terminer ; wherein he was but one, tho' the firft in

Commiflion, that was commanded from Barbados hither

(to England) where he has been detaineil above three Years.

And at laft upon a full Trial at an Affixes in the Country,

where his Adverlary was powerful, and himfelf utterly a

Stranger, there was given againft him but 30 /. Damage
j

and that for no other Reafon, but that the Court- Judge
was pleafed to over- rule this Plea : Whereby fuch a Difor-

der. Ruin, and Diftradlion of his Wife, Children, Fami-
ly, Plantation and Eftate, has happened to him, that as

the Calamity is not to be expreffed,- and for fome Refpefts

is not fit to be related j fo it could never have been fup-

ported by any Man, but one of an extraordinary Fortitude

and Underftanding ; v/hich he has demonftrated, by his

conftant Endeavours under his unjuil Oppreffions, to ferve

the publick Intereft of thofe Colonies, and rightly to repre-

fent their fad Condition at Court j efpecially that of Barba-

dos, who was fo kind and jult to him at his coming thence,

as by the Reprefentative Body of that Ifland, together with

his Majefl:y's Governor and Counil, to make a Prefent to

him of five Hundred Pounds Sterling, in Acknowledgment
of his good Service he had done that Country, together

with a publick Declaration of his juft Proceedings in that

Court of Oyer and Terminer^ and efpecially in this Cafe he
was brought over upon.'

And this I muft farther obferve to the Reader • * That i"c

was not the leafl Crime of State was fb much as allcdged

againft him, for banifliing him from Barbados into England %

but merely private Malice, fupportcd by the partial Tyran-
ny of fome great Men, occafioned all his Sufferings.'

This Gentleman was the Son of Col. Hu7nphry fValrond,

once Governor of the Ifland ; a Gentleman whofe Loyalty

had banidied him his native Country.

D 4, ^Twas
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'Twas in this Year 1685, that the new Duty was laid upon
Sugar, which has aitnoft ruined this Colony : But it being in

King y^w^i's Reign, 'tis neceflary we fhould take Notice of
the Death of King Charles^ and his Brother's Succeffion.

When Sir Richard Button received Advice from the Privy

Council in England of King Charles's Death, he immediately

lummoned the Members of the Council to meet the Day
following; and upon the 23d, which was St. George's Day,
King Jo?nes was proclaimed with great Solemnity and Or-
der, in the Manner following: Firft the Officers of two
Regiments of Foot, marching from Pontahell to the Town
of St. Michael^ or the Bridge. Next the Officers of two
Regiments of Horfe; next the Juftices of the Peace; the

Reverend the Clergy; the Lawyers in their Gowns ; the

Maflers and Regifters of Chancery in their Gowns ; the

King's Council at Law in their Gowns ; the Judges in their

Gowns: Next the Honourable the Council of Barbados,

After which marched feveral Trumpets founding ; the Mar-
fhals of the feveral Courts, and their Deputies, and the Pro-

voft Marfhal General with his Men; next the Governor,
attended by the King's Life Guard of Horfe. His Majefty's

Regiment Royal of Foot Guards was drawn up in St. Mi-
chaels Town, 10 receive the Governor, and perform their

Duty in the more folemn proclaiming his Majefty ; which be-

ing done in the Place called Cheapfide, the Governor march'd
from thence to James Fort^ where the Guns in that Fort,

and at the (arae Time thofe in all other Forts, Platforms, Lines

and Batteries, were fired three Times, with great Shouts

;

the like being done by the Diamond Man of War, and all

the Merchant Ships in the Bay.

But this Pomp and Parade was ofno Service to the Iflanders,

in obtaining Relief in the heavy Duties now laid upon them j

for the Duke of Mon7nouth landing, raifed a War that was
thought more dangerous than it proved to be. The Court
laid hold of that Opportunity to get vaft Sums of Money
granted to the Crown ; and among other Taxes rhey got the

additional Duties on Tobacco and Sugar. The Cafe of the

Planters, as ftated by Judge Littleton^ with Reference to the

Taxes on Sugar, was this;

€roamofiiy(
' Upon the coming of King James to the Crown, the

Ftaniaiions. ' Parliament being called, they were preparing a Complaint
* againft the Commifiioners of the Cuftoms, who had taken
* a Liberty of late, to their grievous Prejudice, to call that

* whiteSngzr^ v.'hich had never been accounted fuch before
j

* and vi/hatever they pleafed to call Whites^ muft pay the Duty

f of 5 J. the Hundred. But they were foon obliged to lay

* afide
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afide thefe Thoughts, to provide againft a new Storm that

threatned : For they were told, to their great Aftonifliment,

that a Project was fet on Foot, to lay more Load upon us ;

no lefs than 2 s. and 4 ^. a Hundred more upon Mufco-
vado Sugar j and 7 s. upon Sugars fit for Ufe j for that

was now the Word. They faw this tended plainly to their

Deftrudion j but the Thing was driven on furioufly by

fome Ewpfons and Dudleys about the late King, who did

not care how many People they deftroyed, fo they might

get Favour and Preferment themfelves. Since they were

put into the Herd of Foreigners, and paid Duties with

them, they hoped they fliould fare no worfe than orhe?:

Foreigners did. But that the Plantations fhould be fingled

out as the hunted Deer, and the Burden upon their Com-
modiiies fliould be doubled, and almoft trebled, when all

others was untouched, was Matter of Amazement and
Confternation. They humbly moved, that if the whole
Tax muft be laid upon Trade, it might be laid upon all

Commodities alike ; They faid, that a fmall Advance upon
all the Cuftoms might ferve every Purpofe, as well as a
great one upon fome ; and that this might be born with

fome Eafe, there being fo many Shoulders to bear it.

But they would hearken to nothing of that Kind, being re-

folved and fixed to lay the whole Burden upon the Planta-

tions. The Projedors flood ftoutly to it in the Parliament

Houfe, that the new Tax upon Sugars would not burden

them j but this was efteemed fuch barbarous Nonfenfe,

that there was little Fear of their prevailing, had not King
James been fo ftrangely earneft for this Tax, which yet

that Parliament, who then denied him nothing, had nevec

granted, but that fome Privy-Counfellors aflured them in

the King's Name, and by his Order, that if the Duty
proved grievous to the Plantations, it fliould be taken of£

So the A61 pafled, and the Plantations were ruined. The
Planters made their humble Application feveral Times to

the late King, and laid their Diftrefics before him, but he
was not pleafed to take oflF their Burthens, or any Part of
them, nor to give them the leaft Eafe or Mitigation. One
Time they were referred to the Commiflioners of rhe Cuf-
tom; among vvhora, to their Comfort, they found their

Friends the Projectors. Another Time they were told by
a great Minifter of State (who was a principal Projedor
alfo, and who was to give them their Anfwer) That it was
•very indecent^ not tofay undutiful^ to tax the King with his

Promife j when as they had only faid in their fubmiflSve

Petition, That they had hem encouraged to addrefs to his

\ Maj^fiy
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* Majejiyhy the gracious ExprcJJlons he bad been pleafed to iije

' in Parliament concerning his Plantations.'

This Tax lafted many Years, and the Wars coming on,

when the State had Occafion for all the Money that could

be raifed, the Planters could not hope to be relieved ; for

tho' the Duty is not now the fame, 'tis as high, and they are

very ill able to pay it.

Governor Button^ who was a 7.ealous Friend to the African

Company, ufed always to fit in Court to judge of the Forfei-

tures j the Company's Agents were the Informers, and as foon

as Sentence was given, they divided the Spoil.

Edwyn Mr. Edwyn Stedcj who was but Deputy Secretary, becaufe
stede, Efr, j^g v/as one of the Royal Company's Agents, was left Deputy

clvtmor. Governor by him j and the fame Siede had afterwards a Com-
miffion to be Lieutenant Governor from England. The Af-

fembly prefented him with looo/. and confirmed the Leafe of

Fontahell to him.

It now became a Cuftom for the Country to make the

Governor Prefents j which, with their Salary from the Crown,
Perquilites, Fees, and Adminiftrations, made the Place

worth 4. or 5000 /. a Year.

In the Year KjSj, the Duke of Alberir.arle put into Bar-

ladosj as he was going to Jamaica j the Lieutenant Gover-

nor received him with great Honours, the Life-Guard of
Horfe waiting upon him at his Landing, and conducting

him to Fontahell: They alfo did Duty during his Stay there,

which was three Weeks or a fvlonth.

About the fame Time, there was a Confpiracy of the Ne-
groes to rife againfl their Mafters, and poffefs themfelves of
the Ifland ; all the Planters were to be killed, • their Wives
to be kept for the chief of the Confpirators, their Children,

and white Servants to be their Slaves.

The Time for putting this d.imnable Plot in Execution,

was near come ; and fome of the Negroes liad provided

Arms, which they hid, to make Ufe of on this Occafion j

but being difcovered in Time, Notice was given the Govern-
ment, the Inhabitants were all armed, the chief Confpira-

tors feized, put to the Torture, and executed : And many of
them being the beft Slaves, the Loffes their Mailers had, were
not inconliderable. About twenty of them were put to
Death.

In the fame Year, Mr. Dalhy Thomas, fince Knighted,
Col. Walro7id, and fome others, procured a Sort of Mono-
poly for the Fa^ure of all Goods from the Weft-hidies ;

which, if it had paffed, no Man who was not of their Com-
pany was to be allowed to fell any Sugars qr other Commodities
from the Plantations. This
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This was oppofed with good Reafbn by Sir "John Bowden^

and Mr. "John Gardner^ who had then the largeft Commif-
(ions from Barbados of any Merchants in England^ and per-

haps the largeft that ever were lodged in one Houfe in the

Weft-India Trade. Thefe Gentlemen, one would think,

did this for their own Intereft only ; but the Author fpeaks of
his own Knowledge, they were applauded for it by the Gen-
tlemen who had the beft Inteiefi: in Barbados : For no
Planter of any Note was willing to be obliged to fend his

Goods to Perfons he did not know ; nor were others willing

to expofe their Wants to a Society, which a private Mer-
chant might aflift them in, with lefs Notice. And indeed this

Monopoly was fo unjuft and chimerical, that even the Lord
Chancellor Jefflries would not hear of it. 'Tis true. King
yames was not much againft it j but that unhappy Prince

might perhaps like it merely becaufe 'twas irregular, becaufe

it put a Conilraint on the Subjed:, and was againft Law.
But becaufe Sir Dalby Tho?nas^ in the before-mentioned

Trad, values himfelf mightily upon this Defign of his, let

us fee what an eminent Planter, Johji Rede, Efq; lately a
Member of the Council of Barbados^ wrote to the Mer-
chants above-named, with whom he correfponded: ' I thanic

* you kindly for fending me the new Projed:. We look upon'
' it as a moft ridiculous prepofterous Thing ; and that if ic

' take EfFedt (as God forbid) will certainly be our Ruin.
* If the chief Projedor WaIrond did but know, how his

* Plantation here is torn to Pieces, his Negroes and Catde
* brought to Market, and fold at Outcry, ic would probably
' haften him to Barbados (v/here I am fure he will not be
* welcome to many) and make him ufe his Endeavours to
' keep together what he left. Something might be faid to
' every Particular, but it v/ould be too tedious, and the
' Subjed is hardly worth writing upon,' The fameJudgment
did Mr. Richard JValter^ and the moll confiderable Planters

in Barbados^ make of it.

The firft Ad now in Force, which we find pafled in Mr.
Stedes Time, was, yin additional and explanatory A5i to an
ASf entitled^ An A51 for the governing of Servants ^ and or-

daining Rights betiueen Majhrs and Servants, which he
figned the 15 th of May^ 1688.

The Inhabitants were fo alarm'd by the late Plot of the

Blacks, that the AlTembly pafs'd a very long Ad, entitled.

An ASl for the. governing of Negroes, which the Lieucenat-

Governor fign'd the loth of July, i588. and the 2d of
October, he pafs'd another, call'd, An A61 for binding out

And ordi^ring poor Apprentices.

The
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The AfTembly prefented him with looo/. Sttt-h'ng, and

pafs'd a Bill for the better regulating of Outcries in open

plarket \ another for the fecuring the Poffeffton of Negroes

and Slaves , and another, to repeal an ASl^ entitled^ An ASi

to prevent Depopulation ; which Mr. Stede fign'd the 19th of

December j and is the laft Act he pafs'd, that is not obfolete

or expir'd.

Upon the Revolution in England^ his late Majefty King
William the II Id. of glorious Memory, continu'd this Com-
miffion to the Lieutenant Governor, till he appointed fames
Kendall^ Efqj to be Captain General, and Chief Governor

of Barbados^ and other the Chartbhee-l^^v^A^. This Gen-
tleman had an Intereft upon the Place, to ufe the Barbados

Phrafe, (for the Iflanders always call an Eftate an Intereft)

and was the more v/elcorae to the Inhabitants.

We find the AlTembly pafs'd a Bill, for the further Ac'

commodation of his Excellency in his i ntended Voyage • which

being done before his Arrival, we cannot well comprehend
what they meant by ft. It could not relate to Mr. Stede^ for

they never gave him the Title of Excellency, he being only

Lieutenant Governor.

Before he left Barbados^ or Col. Kendal arrived there,

the Peopleof St. Chrijiophers, and the other Leeward Iflands,

being diftrefs'd by the French^ apply'd themfelves to the Go-
vernment of Barbados for Affiftance. Mr, 8tede referr'd

the Matter to the AfTembly ; who, upon Sir Timothy Thorn-

hiirs offering to go himfelf at the Head of a Regiment, to

tlneir Relief, afiented to it, as did alfo the Governor and
Council.

While the Adminiftration was in Mr. Stede's Hands, a

Difference happen'd between the Lieutenant Governor
and Sir Timothy Thornhill : The former profecuted him at

Law, and Sir Timothy appeal'd to the King and Council

;

who were fo far from giving him Relief, that he was
condemned to pay 500 /. to the King, and 1500/. to the

Lieutenant Governor. The Matter, which, as I am. in-

form'd, were Words fpoken, had fome fmall Relation to

both Governments, but nothing that was worth taking No-
tice of.

Having this Warrant for it, Sir Timothy order'd the

Drums to beat up for Volunteers ; and in lefs than a Fort-

night's time, he rais'd a Regiment of 700 able Men, who
were all of them (the Commiffion Otficers excepted) fur-

nirti'd with Arms, kjc. for this Expedition, at the Charge of
the liland of Barbados. Tranfport Ships were alfo provided to

can V thena to St. Chrijiophirs, The Soldiers embark'd th«

ill
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ift of Auguji^ 1689. and fail'd the fame Day. What
Sir Timothy did in this Enterprize, will be fpoken of in the

Hiftory of thefe Places, where the Adlions pafs'd.

Col. Kendal embark'd for his Government aboard a Squa- jamesK-n-
dronof Men of War, commanded by Commodore lVrigbt^<^^\, ej.-/;

with whom went alfo the Earl of Inchiqucen^ appointed Go-^"^^""^*

vernor of Jamaica. The 3d of May this Fleet arrived at

Madera^ and at Barbados about the beginning of fune.
Aboard IVright^s Ships was the Duke of Bolton's Regiment,
which was for the intended Expedition againft the French in

the Leeward Iflands, where Sir Timothy Thornhill^ now Major
General of the Army, remain'd with his Barbados Regiment,

In April^ 1990. there was an Earthquake at Barbados^

but it did no manner of hurt to Men or Cattle. Two very

great Comets appear'd in thofe Parts of the World ; and in

an Hour and a Quarter's time, the Sea ebb'd arid flow'd,

at an unufual Degree, three times.

Mr. Stede^ the late Lieutenant Governor, removed to

England^ and fettled in Kenty where his Family have long

had a Seat at Stede-hill.

Col. Kendal^ on his Arrival at Barbados^ contributed his

utmoft Endeavours towards carrying on the Leeward Expe-
dition with great Application and Succefs. Several Gentle-

men of Barbados went upon it, and in a Fortnight's time

the Fleet was difpatch'd at the Bridge, and fail'd to Nevisy as

will be mention'd elfewhere.

The new Governor having fummon'd an Aflembjy, they

pafs'd an A6t to encourage Artificers and others to take Ap~
prentices, which he fign'd the ift of OSiober^ 1690. At
which time George Paine, Efqj was Clerk of the AlFembly,

and Mr. John iVhetJlone, Deputy Secretary • it being cufto-

mary for thofe two Officers to fign all Bills in Barbados^ as

well as the Governor,

In November, an A6t pafs'dy^'r the better afcertaining hoiu

the Bonds forfeited for carrying Perfons off this Ifland with-

out a Ticket^ Jhall be employ'd; which the Governor fign'd

the 1 7th of December ; as alfo a Bill to ejiablijjj and afcertain

the Bujhel Weighty by which all forts of Corn, Pulfe, or

ether the Produce of this Ifiand^ Jhall be bought and fold.

Al this time, Freight of Sugars ran fo high, and Mafters

of Ships were fo exorbitant in their Demands, that the Go-
vernment of Barbados was forc'd to intermeddle in the

Matter, and an Aft pafs'd for regulating the exorbitant Rates
demanded and received by Majiers of Ships and others^ far
Freight of Sugars, &c. for Europe. By which no Com-
pnander of a Ship was to have more than 6 s.6d.i^ Hundred

Freight
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Freight for Mufcovado Sugar
; 7 j. 6 d. for JVlntes ; ^ j. a

Hundred for fcalded, 6 j. a Hundred for fcrap'd Ginger ;

and 2 ^. a Pound for Cotton ; whereas the Prices were

double before : But the Inhabitants found fo many Inconve-

nieacies in this Ad, that the Affembly eidner repeal'd or

fufpended it. Indeed t!ie Owners and Mafters threatned

they would not fend Ships, nor go to Barbados, till Freight'

was left free in its Price. Sugars now fold well in Englandy

and that was a great Relief to the Planters, under the Hard-

fhips of heavy Duties and high Freights.

Sir Timothy Thornhill, continu'd" with his Barbadians in

the Leeward Tflands, and he and they fignaliz'd themfelves at

the taking of St. Chrijiophers, and in feveral other Enterprizes.

In January this Year, a Fleet of flout Ships arriv'd from

London, and 6 of them were immediately taken up, by Order

of the Governor and Council, and fent as Men of War to

reinforce Rear Admiral IVright. Thefe Ships were com-
manded by Gapt. Daniel, Capt. Leech, Capt. Champney,

Capt. Hording, Capt. Man, and Capt. TVilky, and fail'd

from Barbados the 1 1 th of February. Captain Carter was

ordered with a Packet for England, to give the Minifters an

Account of the Proceedings here.

King William having been gracioufly pleafed to order

Col. Kendal to procure the Liberty of fuch Men as were in

Servitude in Barbados, for their Rebellion under the Duke of

Monmouth; the Governor got an A6t paiTed Nemine centra-

dicente, the lych of March, 1(^90. to that Purpofe, which

he figned the fame Day : It was entitled. An A£l to repeal

an ASi for the govertiing and retaining within this IJland all

fuch Rebels convici, as by his Majeflfs mojl facred Order

or Permit, have been or Jhall be tranfported from his Euro-

pean Dominions to this Place.

In Augiif}, xG^i. the Governor pafled another Ad, for

prohibiting the feveral Clerks of the Courts of Common Pleat

within this Ifand, to praSlife as Attorneys in the Courts where

they are Clerks.

The AfTembly, the fame Year, taking into their Confide-

ration how neceflary it was that they fliould have Agents at

London, to take Care of their Affairs, and folicit for them

at the Court, and elfewhere, as Occafion required ; they

chofe Edward Littleton, Efq; and William Bridges, Efq; to

be their Agents, and allowed them a Salary of 250 /. a

Year each. That they did very prudently in this, is not to

be queflioned ; and had they done as honourably as they did

wifely, their Wifdom would probably have fucceeded better.

fTis
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'Tis no News to the Inhabitants of Barbados^ that Mr.

John Gardener before mentioned, had been their conftant

and indefatigable SoHcitor for many Years ; that 'twas, in a

great meafurc, ro him they owed the Eafc they found in the

African Trade after the Revolution ^ he having To fully

proved the Oppreffions of the Royal Company at that time,

in Parliament and elfcwhcre, that the Interlopers were no
longer afraid of being feized and condemned ^ and the Com-
pany no more made ufe of that Part of their Prerogative.

This was a Piece of Service, which then they thought fo

confiderable, that, befides the frequent Thanks that was
fent him from Barbados by his own Correfpondents, he

had the fame Acknowledgments paid him by fuch as he had

no Commerce with ; yet when it was put to the Vote,

whether he fliould be one of the Agents of this Ifland, ic

was carried in the Negative, notwithllanding he had by his

Agency done more for them, without that Title, than has

been done fince by thofe who have had it : For as the Ruin
of the Monopoly Project, and the opening the African

Trade was (let it be faid by a Relation of his, without Va-
ni:y or Partiality) more owing to his Contrivance and In-

duilry, than any other Perfon or Perfons v/hatfoever ; if

the Ifland of Barbados has received tv/o fuch Obligations

from their Agents, in 17 Years, I am a Stranger to its

Concerns. This is faid without any other Defign, but to

pay Homage to Truth j and by the fair Reprefentation I

have made of all their Grievances and Prefiures, the Gen-
tlemen of Barbados will fee, that no ill Ufage has been

able to provoke me to facrifice my Sincerity to my Re-
fentment.

'Tis below the Dignity of Hidory to record private Mat-
ters j and this Digreilion is not perhaps of fo private a Na-
ture as may at firil View be imagin'd.

Thefe Agents have been continued ever fince, and this

Salary paid, but 'tis to be doubted, whether the 15000/.

that has been paid them, would not have been as well laid

out on the Ufes the four and a half per Cent, was given for.

No prudent Man can think, that a Gentleman, who is not

bred up in the Bufinefs, and has no Intereft in the Illand,

can be fit to make an Agent ; nor even a Merchant, who has

many Commiflions: For there is no kind of Affairs that

makes a Man fo bufy, and keeps him in fuch continual Hur-
ries, as Fadtorage. 'Tis, without doubt, proper the Agent
fliould fully underfland the true Intereft of Barbados, that

he fliould have full Leifure to carry on his Agency, be a Man
pf Scnfc and Hgnour, and one that needs not make ufe of

a bor-
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a borrowed Pen to fet forth its Grievances, and Petition for

Redrefs.

I had put thefe few Reflexions in the Chapter of Trade,
but that as much as I have feemed to digrefs, they come in

more naturally here.

The Ad for efl:ablifhing the firfl: Agents was to expire in

two Years ^ but others of the fame Nature have been paffed,

and 'tis probable will pais, till the Barbadians have no Caufe
of Complaints, or have Friends that will make them for

nothing.

The opening of the Trade to Africa was not foon ac-

Compliilied, but at laft 10 per Cent, was given to the Royal

Company towards maintaining their Forts, Cffr. The ho-

nourable John Farmery Efq; who was afterwards Prefident,

wrote thus to his Correfpondent on this Head, after a fad

Reprefentation of the then State of Barbados ; ' I hope
* yours, and other our Friends Endeavours againft the
* Royal Company^ have met with the delired Effect, which
* will be a fovereign Cordial to revive our drooping Spirits,^^.

The People of England had form'd great Expedtations, as

well as the Barbadians, of the Leeward Expedition j but the

Gentlemen of Barbados foon faw thofe Expectations would
come to nothing ; for notwithftanding the Accounts of it

printed in England^ 'tis very certain they did nothing there,

neither Admiral nor General, worth the Expences they put
both England and Barbados to.

Col. Farmer was a Mm of Penetration, and the Reader
will not be difpleafed with his Account of our Affairs there,

and his Reflexions upon them, in a Letter dated the 3d of
April^ \6^i. about 7 Weeks after the Fleet failed from
Barbados.^ with the Reinforcements mentioned before.

' Moft of our Ships Men being preflTcd, and gone with the
* Fleet for the Leeward Expedition, they will not be able to
' fail for want of them, and fo mud ftay for their Return.
' I wiJli I may then be able to give you fuch an Account of
' their Proceedings there, as may be pleafing to you j but by
* what they have hitherto done, I much doubt I fhall not:
' For Capt. Wright^ with all the King's Ships, reinforced
' with (> of our beft Merchuit-Men, qqual to fourth and
* fifth Rates, well manned, has been thefe {t\:tn Weeks
* down there; and tho' great Matters were talked of here
' before he went, as of taking and defl:roying all the French
' Iflandsina fiiort Time, yet talking is all that has hitherto
* been done, except the taking a fmall Fiflier-boat: But the
* French have been more adive; for while thefe mighty
' Things were performing by qui Fleet in the Roads and

' Bays
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* Bays of St. Cbri/Iophen^ Ante^o^ and Nevis^ they with

* Sloops and other fmall VeOels, are bulied in raking (both

' Windward and Leeward of this Illand) our Veft'els in-

' ward and outward bound, of which we have Advice of
'

1 5 of all forts already taken by them j fo that in a very

* fliort time we Ihall be in a miferable Condition for want
* of Provifions.

And Mr. Reid, another Member of the Council, in a

Letter dated the 2d of July following, writes

:

' Our Crops this Year have been very fmall ^ in all Pro-
* bability the next will be fmaller, we not having had the

' ufual Seafons to plant. We have been annoyed extremely
* with a little French Snow, who has, notwithftanding the

' King's Fleets, taken by Report 28 or 30 of our fmall

* Veilels to Leeward of this Illand, which has occafioned
* Provifions to be fcarce and dear. Our Admiral, of whom
' we are like to be happily rid, has been ilothful in their

* Majefty's Service ; he and General Codrington deferred

' Guardaloup without any Reafon, only their own Jealoufies

' and Fears of the French Fleet, when we had three times
* the Number of Men that the French had. They left

* their Mortar Piece behind, tho' the French at the fame
* time deferted the Ifland alfo, concluding we were going
* to attack Martln'ico. This Expedition is one of the molt
* unaccountable things I ever heard of.

The little Care Wright took to fcour thofe Seas of Priva-

teers, put the Iflanders to the Expence of equipping and

fitting out two Ships for its Defence ; which we find by

the Title of an A(St then pafled, to fecure and reimbwje the

honourable Col. Richard Salter, Treafurer cf this IJland^ all

fuch Sums of Money^ together with the Intereji of the fajne^

after the Rate of \o per Cent, per Annum, he Jhall lend

and accommodate towards the hiring^ equipping^ and fitting

out two Ships^ Sloops, or other Vejfels of War^ for the De-

fence of this Ifiand.

We perceive the Fleet and Land Forces did not fecure the

"Barbadians from Fear ; for another Ad paft/ir entrenching

and fortifying this Ifland, in fuch Places as his Excellency

Jhall direSf.

This Fleet did not only do a great deal of Mifchief to the

Barbadians, by taking away their Landmen and Seamen,

but the Soldiers had a peftilential Diftemper among them,

with which the Iflanders were infcdted ; and the Illand,

which before was reckoned to be the heakhieft of all the

Ifles thereabouts, has ever fince been very lickly, vaft

Numbers of Merchants, Captains of Ships, Planters, La-

VoL. II. £ bourers,
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bourers, and Negroes have been fwept away by ibis Difeafe

;

and 'tis to be wifhed, they may have fuch Supplies of Men
fent them, as they want for their Defence.

JFri^kt, for his Negligence and Cowardice, was fent

Home a Prifoner j but the Affairs of the French in the

Chcribhee Wands did not receive that Turn which we threat-

ned them with.

The JJijiance Frigat meeting with a French Fly-boat of

Sco Turi, and 60 Guns, loaden with 30 Mafts, and ail

Manner of S:ores, for the Ufe of the French Men of War,

tcok her, and brought her into Barbados ; one of the beft

Things that was done by the Maritime OiScers in that Ex-

pedidon.

On the iS.h of Jcnuary, Capt. TFren^ who fucceeded

Admiral IVrizht in the Command of the Leeward Fleet, ar-

rived with a Fleet of Merchant Ships under his Convoy, be

,having 8 Men of War

.

'. On the 24.thofthe fame Month, Col Kendal hvi'mgre-

'\\: cei\ ed Intim^tioH, that 9 Frc::ch Men of War were plying

.'•"». to the North-Eall of the Illand, with the Advice of the
'••*••"

Council, ordered 2 Merchant Men to be taken into their

\"': Majeities Service, and fitted for Men of War : Which was

• • ;• done acccM-dingly j and being joined with their Majefties Ships,
*• "•

die Norwich^ the Maij^ the Antehpe^ the Mci^daunt^ and
•'.'*-/

the Diamond^ with a Sloops; they fet iail the 3o:h, but
.-*..- having cruized federal Days off the Nor'h Haft of this ICe,

•*••• and in the Latitude of Martinico^ wirhout meeting v.nth the

• c... £nemy, they returned to Barbados the 5'.h of February.

-....I After v.hichit wasrefolved, that Capt. IVren^ with the fame
:•;'; Shios, lliould fet fail to the Leeward Iflands, together with

V* . . the Nlerchant Men bound thither, and to Jamaica j and at

his A-rrival there, take into his Company the Jjipjiance, the

,'-',
'J-iaTr-ifrAre^ and the St. Pflfc/Firefhipj and then endeavour IQ

**
• find out the Enemy.

In order to this he fet fail on the i jth of February^ and the

2ift in the Evening, being off the DcLadas, he faw 16

Fre::ch Men of 'U'ar, and 2 Firefhips, commanded by the

Count de B.'enac, Governor of the French Iflands. They
failed together all Night without any Adion, tho' they were

very near one another. About two the next Morning the

French werecn his Weather Quarter. At hve be fpread his

Flag at the Fore-top Maft Head. At 6 :he French Admiral

made his Sign for a Council of War, and drew his Fleet into

a Line of Batrie. From 6 dll paft 7 they had litde Wind,
Calms, and much Rain. About 8 in the Morning the

French having a Gale, bore down upon Capt. ^f^ren. The
Ahrr
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Mjry tVien bringing up the Rear, chey firft engaged with

her, and af:er\,vards vviih the reli of his Squadron ; which
kited from 8 till 12 at Noon, and gave a]] his Merchant
Men rhe Opportunity of getting clear. In the mein Time
the Enemy had got the Myrdaunt^ commanded by Cap:.

B-jtiir j the -!/??>•, by Lieu'enant Tr\-at • and the Englr!r,d

Frigat, by Capt. Stutc'cSj in the midli of rhera ; but they

cleared theoifelves wi;h all the Conduct and Bravery ima-

ginable.

Cape. IVren^s Squadron confiiled but of 7 Ships : Agsinll

which the French had 14, from 40 to ^o Guns, and 2 from

50 to 4.0 Gun?, beHdes 2 Fire-Ships : Which is bu: an ill

Proof or their boalled Courage and Conduvfb ; for, nof.'."i:h-

ftanding all this Difparity, Capt. TFren brought all his Scua-

dton into Bdrbadis on the 25th of Fihruary^ except the

Englajui Frigat, who bore away to Jamaica. Nei:her did

any of the Klerchanrs Ships fall into the Enetnies Hands.

This was a very brave Aclion of Capt //'>r;j's, and one of

the bell chac hai been done in the U'^/I-IndUs in the late

Wars.

The Mortality continued all this Year at Barbsd^s, eCpe-

cially among the Sailors j inlbm.uch that 'twas common to

bury 10, 15, and 20 a Day at the Brid^e-T-u-r
-^
and die

Sicknefs abated little the next. Moil of the Ships Crews,
Men of War, and Merchant Men died of it : And :he In-

habitants taking the Contagion, decreafed daily.

The King's Ships ccuid not go our- a Cruilin2, for W:3n:
of Men. Capt. // /v« was among the Number of the Dead

j

and the Ships were juftly faid to be Graves.

On the Revolution in England feveral Members of the

Council of Bark:.i:s\veTe mifreprefenced, asdifan^c^ted to the

Government : But Col. Kc-ndd having informed himfelf of
the Injurtice that had been done them, gave fuch a Recom-
mendation of them at Home, that ail fuch as delired it,

were reflored to their Seats at that Board.

About this Time his Majell}' was pleafed to appoint certain

Lords and Gentlemen, of whom eight had Salaries, and the

other were honorary Members, or rather Members by their

Places, to be a Committee for Trade and the Plantations.

This Committee are lince better knouTi b^' the Appeilanoa
of, Tee Lards cf Trade, &c. Their Sr^e lliews what their

BuUnefs was to be j and every Thing relating to the Plii;:a-

tions, or Trade, is now brought before thtm^
The Ifland of Barbados being under their Care, and one

of ihe moil conlideiable Parrs of it, 'iwis ntwtdary to mec-

£ z ooa.
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tion the eftablifliing this Committee; of whom we may
have Occafionto fpeak in this and other Parts of our IJiftory,

Befidesthe Mortality in Barbados in the Year 1692. chere

was very unfeafonable Weather, and fuch Rains, th,.i the

Planters could not fend their Sugars to the Forts. Moft of

the Mafters of Ships who came to this Ifland at this Time,

were buried here; and the Condition of the People was

truly deplorable.

The Aflembly pafTed an hGc concerning Trade
-^
which the

Governor fjgnecl the 2d of Auguji. And another to raife^

arm^ and accouter lOOO Men^ for an Expedition againji the

French ; tho' Hands were then fo fcarce in Barbados^ that

they could ill fpare them. Another Adt pafTed, and Vv'as figned

in October, appointing an Oath to be taken by allfuchj as by

the Laws of this Ifand are^ or fhall be impowered to hear ana
determine I'P^rits of Error ^ and Petitions of Grievances^ and

all other Matiers of Equity whatfoever. Another very ne-

ceffary A6t paft, and was figned the fame Month ; entitled.

An ASlfor Encouragement of all Negroes and Slaves that Jhall

difcovcr any Con/piracy.

The Alfembly earneftly prefled the Governor, and defired

their Agents in England, to write to, and petition the Lords

of the Commictee, to permit a Regiment of Soldiers, de-

igned for the Leeward Expedition againft the French, to re-

main in Barbados when the Expedition was over; and paft

an A61 for free Quarter for them : But we never underftood

that a Regiment was granted them while this Governor ftaid

here.

The AfTembly pafTed an Adi^ for prohibiting the felling of
Rum, or any ftrong Liquors^ to any Negro^ or other Slave

-^

which the Governor figned : But this Adf, like others in

other Places, has been eafily and often evaded.

The Governor had a Prefent from the Country this SefEon

;

and the Grand Jury fitting at the Bridge drew up a very

loyal Addrefs to their Majeflies King William and Queen
AJary ; which was prefented them by Col. Edwyn Stede, in-

troduced by the Earl of R-.chefler. At which Time his Ma-'
jefty conferred the Honour of Knighthood on Col. Stede^^ ini

Confideration of his faithful Services.

The Reader may have the Curiofity to know the Rcafon ^

of their pafTmg the Adt concerning the Negroes above-men-
tioned. The Preamble to the Adt for their difcovering Con-
/piracies, tells us : Whereas fundry of the Negroes and Slaves

of this Ifland, have been long preparing, contriving, and de-

Jigning a mo/i horrid, bloody, damnable and detejiable Rebel-

lion, Maffacre, Ajjaffmation, and Defru£iion^ by them to be

(ommitiedy &c. This
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This Plot was the moft general the Slaves ever hatched,

and brought neareft to Execution. The Villains were io

cunning, as to obferve the Want of Inhabitants, occaGoned

by the PefHlence and War, and thought they fhould never

have a better Opportunity to accomplilli their diabolical

Purpofes, tho' one would think, that Wretches capable of

fofoolifh, as well as bloody a Defign, could never have much
thought of the Matter : For what could they pretend to do ?

Could they maintain themfelves there without Proyidons ?

Would it have mended their Condition to have changed their

Mafters ? And inftead of ferving Free-men, have been

Slaves to Slaves, the French. Or did they imagine the Chrif-

rians would have fufFered them to fet up a Negro Monarchy,

or Republiclc, in the midft of their Governments, Englijhy

Dutchy and French P They would rather have leagued, than

have fufFered fuch an unnatural and dangerous Independence.

Would they have returned to their original Barbarity ? How
could they have got to Africa ? They would have been
looked upon as common Enemies by all Nations: And if

England had not thought fit to have chaflized them, as they

tnofl certainly and feverely would have done, every Chriftian

People would have thought it fair to have attacked them,

and carried them into worfe Slavery, than what they bafely

endeavoured to free themfelves from, by Treafon, Murder,
and hellifh Ingratitude.

Before we refledt any farther upon it, the Reader will

exped to know more of the Particulars, which arethefe.

This Defign, as has been faid, had been carried on a long

Time j but the Confpirators rriet with feveral Difappoint-

ments about the Execution of it. The Confpiracy was to

kill the Governor ; and at the fame Time thofe who were'

chiefly trufled in each Plantation, were to fall upon their

Mafters and Overfeers ; and afterwards to rendezvous with

what Arms, Ammunition, and Horfes they could feize, ac

the Bridge-Town ; where they were to form themfelves into

feveral Regiments of Horfc and Foot ; of which they had
agreed who were to be the principal Officers. They were to

have been farther fupplied with Arms and Ammunition out
of the publick Magazine, by a Negro employed there under
the Store-keeper, who was to have been murdered by his

Slave. They deligncd alfo to furprize the Fort, and from
thence to batter the Ships in the Harbour. But their wicked
Contrivances were happily brought to Light by two of the

chiefeft of the Confpirators, who were over heard as they
were difcourfing of it ; and being immediately feized, were
condemned to be hanged in Chains, till they were Itarved to

E } Death ^
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Deaih ; which they endured four Days, and then finding

they were not relievetl by the Succour they hoped for from

their Accomplices, they promifed to declare the whole De-
fign ^ and accordingly did it, making a full Confeflion, and

difcovcring the principal Confpirators j who were fecured,

put to the Torture, and feveral of them executed.

The Laws made on this Occafion are in the Abridgment

of the Laws of the Plantarions, and in the Statutes at large of

the Ifland of Barbados. When we conlider that above half

of the Blacks are Creolians, or Natives of the Iflc, their

Folly and Madnefs appear the more unaccountable ; that they

fhould be willing to change their natural Lords for foreign.

If they imagined they could get to Guinea, or could maintain

themfelves at Barbados, they muft be Fellows of the pooreft

Capacities upon Earth, and their Underftanding be as vile as

their Condition.

This was the greateft Danger the Barbadians were ever ex-

pofed to from their Slaves : And the good Laws that were

made for preventing the like Confpiracies for the future, have

in a great Meafure anfwered the End.

As for the Difpute that happened in this Governor's Time,
between him and Col. Hallet j and the Procefs thereupon,

having no fufficient Memoirs to make a juft Report of the

Matter, we can only mention it, and proceed with our

Hiftory.

The thoufand Men, of which we have fpoken, wererais'd,

according to the Ad: of the Aflembly, and formed two Re-
giments ; one commanded by Col. Richard Salter ; the other

by Col, John Boteler, both Planters in this IQand j and were

intended to join with fome Forces expedled from England^

in order to undertake an Expedition againft Martinico. A
good Squadron of Men of War were, equiped in England,

and failed for Barbados, about the latter End of the Year

1692, having on Board Col. Fou/Ps and Col. Godwin^'s Re-
giments of Foot, and aoo Recruits of Col. Lloyd's.

Sir Francis Wheeler was Commander of the Men of War;
and Col, Foulks of the Land-Forces, who arriving at Bar-
bados, was joined by CoL Saher, and Col. Boteler.

The Fleet failed from that Ifland the 30th of March, 1^93,
and on the ill of Jpril arrived at Martinico^ Vv'here they an-

chored in the Cul de Sac Marine. We muft obferve, that

the two Barbados Regiir.ents, when raifed, the Gentlemen
and others. Volunteers, that went from thence with them,

made the whole Number of Barbadians 13 or 14.00 Men,
above half, of the Land-Forces.

The
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^^
The Place where Sir Francis anchored was the South -Eaft

Pare of the Ifland, about a Mile and half from the Shore.

Himfelf, Col. Foulk^ and Col. Lloyd, went in a Sloop, to

fee for a convenient Place, in order to land their Men.
The French had feveralfmall Guards along the Shore ; from

one of which a Musket Shoe ftruck Sir Francis under the

Right Pap, and fell down at his Feet, having only made a

great Contufion. Orders were given for landing of the

Forces, but the Wind blovv'ing very frefli, 'twas deferred till

next Day; when, aboutf^ in rhe Morning, Col. FoulkhvAcd
with 1500 Men, without any Oppolition. The Boats were

imiflediately Tent back, and towards Evening the re it of the

Forces alfo landed. On the 3d of Jpril they condnued a-

fhore, and deftroyed all the Houfes and Plantations abouc

Ci4l de Sac Marine j moil of which were good Sugar-

Works ; the Inhabitants and Negroes flying into the Woods.
The 4rh the Forces returned on Board. The 5th Sir

Francis Wheeler went afliore, with a Detachment of 500
Men, in the Bay towards the Diamond^ burnt feveral Houfes

and Plantations j and at Night came on Board again. The
fame Day a Lieutenant of one of the Barhados Regiments

going afhore without Orders, with 6 or 7 Soldiers, behdes

the Boat'* Crew, fell into an Ambufcade : Two of them
were killed, and the reft taken Prilbners.

The 6\h Lieutenant Colonel LilUjion was fent afliore with

a llrong Party, to deftroy the Country on the Side of the

Bay towards the Diamond -^ and having performed the fame,

returned on Board with his Men towards Night.

The 9th Col. Codriraton joined them with Col. Lloyd^s

Regiment, and the Leeward Forces. But Col. Foulk re-

mained without Av5lion till the i2th,when 'twas refolved, in

a Council of War, to fail to St. Pierre, where the Fleet ar-

rived the 15 th, and anchored within Muskec Shot of the

Shore.

On the lych the Englijh landed, and their advanced Partite

had fome Skirmifhes wich the Enemy. Col. Foulk com-
manded an Eminence to be poireffed, and fent out feveral

Parties, who advancing into the Country, deftroyed all be-

fore them.

On the 1 8th the EngliJ}} pofted themfelves on a Hill,

within Cannon Shot of the Town of St, Pierre:^ and feveral

Field-pieces were brought afliore j which played upon the

Enemy, who lay behind their Entrenchments.
The i(jth the French made a Sally upon Foulk\ Out-

guards, but were repulfed by Part of Col. Foulk^s, Regiment,
led by Capt. Sprojion^ who purfued theai to their Trenches ;

E 4, where
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where the Officer that commanded them was killed. Col.

Blackjlode fupported Capt. Sprojion with a Leeward Regi-

ment ; and the Enemy was fo difcouraged, that they ven-

tured out of their Lines no more.

Such was the End of this Marttn'ico Expedition, wherein

the Bavhadiam were rather too forward, than otherwife

;

and had the Officers who came from England done their

Duty, as well as thefe that came from Barbados^ we might

probably have given a better Account of it. For a Council

of War being held, 'twas refolved that the Men and Artil-

lery fliould be rcrimbarkedj which was done: And the only

Reafon I ever heard of, was, bfecaufe the Fort was a regular

Work \ and that, 'tis to be fuppofed, was known before the

Englijh landed there. 'Tis faid, the Men were fickly: If fo,

the keeping them aboard, and carrying them to the Leeward,

was not the Way to cure them.

The Forces made all together 4 or 5000 Men, and were
enough to have difpoflefTed the: French of all their Sugar-

Iflands. Qo\. Salter, zndCol. Boteler, rtzwcnediio Barbados'^

which Ifland had only loft more Hands, and no Soldiers were

left to fupply their Places.

Col. Fculk, Col. Goodwin, Major Jbrahall, and other

Officers died a Ship-board, and met with an inglorious

Death, in avoiding a glorious one. 'Tis true, the French at

Martinico were enough frighten'd, and moft of the richeft

Inhabitants lliip'd themfelves and their valuable Effefts for

France ; fome of whom were intercepted by the Englijh.

Cci. Francis Kis Majefty King IVilliam having recalled Col. Kendal,
Ruffei, c?a- appointed Col. Francis Rzijfel^ Brother to the Right Honou-

rable the EarJ of Or/ord^ to be Governor of Barbados,

and gave him a Commiffion for a Regiment of Soldiers,'

which were to be tranfported to that Ifland, and there to

remain. Accordingly the AflTembly took Care for their Ac-
commodation againft their Arrival, which was in the Year

1694. And Col. Kendal being returned to England^ his

Majelly was pleafed to make him one of the Lords of the

Admiralty.

Tho' fome Accounts brought Advice, that the Sicknefs

in Barbados was abated, yec 'lis certain, that the Men,
both afhore and aboard, died as fall: as ever ; and the t^vvX>

Men of War in Carlijle-Bay^ the Tyger and Mermaid,
wanted Hands fb much, that the Aflembly were forced to

pafs an Ad, for fpeedy fupplying them with Men.
With Col. Rujfcl went his Lady, the Lady North and

Grey^ and her Daughter, Siller to the prefent Lord North,

who both died there.

The
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The firft A6t now in Force, which the new Governor

Mr. Rujfel ^z&d, was, to prevent the breaking up or taking

away of any Rocks or Stones in any Part of the Sea, or

Seo'Shores before this IJland j which Ad is figned by Mr.
Ihomas Brewjier^ who, 'tis faid, ailed as Deputy Secretary,

by the Governor's Order j and George Pain^ Efq; Clerk of

the Affembly. The latter being fome time after made De-
puty Secretary, the prefent Sollicitor-General was chofen

Clerk of the Affembly in his ftead.

The Government here thought fit to fet forth the Bri~

gantine Marygdd to go to Leeward, and fetch up the Re-
mainder of the Men that were left there, after the Mar~ ,

tinico Expedition,

The Affembly advanced 700 /, to victual the Bri/iol Man
of War, and Play Prize ; and added Mr. Francis Eyles, a

worthy Merchant of London^ to the two Agents before-

mentioned, ordering by an hdc, that 1500/. fhould be
remitted to him for the Service of the Ifland. They pre-

fcnted the Governor with 2000 /. and maintained his Regi-

ment. The Governor, Council, and Affembly, tranfmit-

ted a very loyal Addrefs of Condolance to his Majefty King
William^ on the never enough lamented Death of his Royal
Confort, our Sovereign Queen Mary^ Sifter in all things to

our prefent Gracious and Glorious Queen Anne-^ which
the King was pleafed to receive very gracioufly, and fome
time after knighted Col. JVilloughby Chamberlayne^ for his

good and faithful Services in this Ifland j who being fince

dead, his Lady married Mr. Mitford Crow, a Merchant of
London^ of whom more hereafter.

The Child's Play Man of War convoyed a Fleet of Mer-
chant Ships from Barbados to England ; and 'tis obfervable,

that the lilanders were in a great meafure at the Expence of

it : For without they had victual'd her, flie could not have

failed.

Befides thefe Charges, the Governors began now to be a

fort of Grievance, by their exadting Prefents from the

Country, and looking upon thofe Gifts to be their Right,

which were only extraordinary Benevolences .of the In-

habitants,

Col. Rujel hzd 2000 I. more, J. D. 1695. tho', if Re-
port is true, he did not deferve itj for we have been credi-

bly informed, there were not feven Rounds of Powder in

the Forts when Monfieur Pointy came in Sight of Barbados,

as he was failing to Curtbagena ; and had he known what
Circuniftances the Barbadians were in, perhaps he had ended
his Expedition before he reached the Continent. There

was
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was Powder enough in Barbados not long before ; but the

Pirates had their Agents in this liland as well as other Places,

and fome how or other Means were made ufe of to fupply

thofe at Madagafcar with it. 'Tis not to be queiiioned,

but they paid a good Price for it ; and if the Gentlemen
of Barbados had any Jealoufy of fuch an infamous Traf-

fick, we wonder they did not, by their Agents in England^

take Care to complain of it.

Col. Rujj'el dying, juft as this Matter began to make a
Francis Noifc, Francis Bond^ Efq; Prefiident of the Council, under-
Bond, £/j;

J.QQJJ jj^g Adminiftration, till a Governor arrived from Eng^

, land : And the PreGdent, Council, and General Aflembly,

having Advice of the damnable AfTaffination Plotj fent over

a hearty and loyal Addrefs to his Majefty, to congratulate -

his Majeflfs wonderful and happy Deliverance from the moji

barbarous and bloody Ajfaffination lately defigned againjl his

Royal Perfon by execrable J^illains, and Monjiers of Mankind^
•who are the Di/honour of the prcfent^ and will be the Horror

and Detefiation offuture Ages.

A very loyal Addrefs was alfo prefented to his Majefty

on the fame Occafion, from the Grand-Jury of the Ifland of
Barbados.

In this Prefider^t's Time feveral good Laws were mad-e,

which remain ftill in Force j and which we fliall particula-

• rize in the Order of Time, as they palled. The firft is an

A6t declaring the Decifim of all controverted Elections of
Members to ferve in the General Affemhly^ to be I gaily and
righfully in the Reprefentatives of his Majeflfs liege People of
this Ifand \ which was figned the loth of February^ \G()G.

And on the i6th of the fame Month, another Bill pafled,

being Afupplemental and explanatory Att to an ASi, entitled

y

An A£i for binding and ordering poor Apprentices. And the

3d of March following, another, entitled, An Ad that the

folemn Affirmation and Declaration of the People called Qua-
kers, Jhall be accepted in/had of an Oath in the ufual Form.

About this time. Vice-Admiral Nevil arrived at Barbados^

with a Squadron of Men of War j and the 28th of April^

l6cfj. failed from this Ifland, to look after Monfieur Pointy.

The Afllmbly ftill fitting, an A£t paffed the i8th of
JlAay^ to difable the fudges from pierding and praSiifng in

any of the Courts of this Ifland \ as alfo, another to repeal an
jlol^ entitled^ An A61 for laying a Duty on Shipping, for
the Publick Building of Peers, and clearing the Bar in

Carlifle Road.

Two Ships, the Providence and Benjamin, were fitted

out, employed and paid by the Country, according to aa
Ad



The HiJiGry of Barbados. 59
Ad pafifed for that Purpofe : And in June 16^ j. a Bill was

read, and parted the Prelident and "Council^ to hep inviolate

and prcferve the Freedom of EleSiions^ and appointing who
Jljall be deemed Freeholders, and be capable of eli^iiTig, or

being elected Reprefentaiives., Vejhy Men^ or to fcrve as

"Jurors to try real AiTiions within this Ifland : A Law of
very great Importance in the prefent Conftitution of the

Government of Barbados ^ as is that for the Settlement of
the A'liliria of this Ifand.

The Barbadians had not then heard of the Ccnclufion of
the Peace at Rejiuyck, and this Bill was ena<fled for theif

Security againft Invafions, Guns were to be placed on
Lefey's Hiii, Ra?nffs, Hill, the Mount, ^n^^'s Hill, and

other convenient Places, for the fpeedy carrying on of an

Alarum,

About the Beginning of January^ the Earl of Bellomont

arrived at Barbados^ in the Deptford JVkn of War. He
was bound for his Government of New^England and New-
Tork, and driven hither by Streis of Weather.

News coming to this Ifland of the Peace, one may
imagine by their LofTes, that the Inhabitants, in whofe
Name, as well as their own, the Prefident, Council, and

AfTembly, addrcfled King William^ were heartily glad of
the Security he had given them, by bringing France to

Reafon.

The laft Acl now in Force, paffed in Mr. Bond's Prefi-

dency, was an A£t for the better fecuring the Liberty of hi$

Majejiy'i Subje£is ivithin this Ijland, and preventing long

Imprijonment.

In 1^98, his Majefty was pleafed to appoint the Honou-r/b^ Hbwor*-

rable Ralph Grey^ Efq; Brother to the Right Honourable the*'* Ra'ph

Earl of TankervilU to be Governor of Barbados^ and he^w«rnf£^'
failed from St. Heliens on board the Soldados Prize, the

ifl of June. He arrived at Madera the 24.th of June, and

having been nobly entertained by the Governor, during his

Stay, failed thence the ift of July, and on the 26th ar-

rived at Barbados.

The Speedwell, Capt. Coulfea, came thither in Company
with the Soldados ; aboard which Ship, in their PaiTage frotn

Madera, a villanous Delign was dilcovered, carried on by

one Jonathan Bear^ a Middiip Man, to furprize and murder
the Captain, and afterwards to run away with the Ship. Up-
on which Bear, and two other Seamen, who were chiefly

concerned in the Plot, were fecured ; and when they came
to Barbadjs, were put aboard the Shternefs^ and fenc in

Chains to England.

5 The
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The new Governor, Mr. Grey^ upon his Arrival near the

Shore, was faluted by the Cannon fron^ the Caiiles and

Forts; and coming to an Anchor, was complimented by

the Council and AlTembly. The next Day he came afliore,

the Men of War and the Forts firing all the while. Major

Garth's independent Company of Regular Soldiers, and fome

Militia Horfe, were drawn up to receive him^ and upon

his Landing, the Council waited upon him, and conduced
him to the Council-Chamber, where his Commiffion was

read, and the ufual Oaths adrainiftred to him, and to the

Members of the Council ^ after which they entertained him

at Dinner. In the Evening the Governor, attended by

feveral of the Council, went to Mr. Bond's Houfe, two
Miles from the Bridge-Town ; where he continued till Mr.

MotherfaWs Plantation was taken for him, and the Houfe
fitted up for his Reception.

On Tuefday the 2d of Augujl the AfiTembly met, and

attended him in the Council Chamber; and their Speaker,

Thomas Maxwell^ Eiq; made a Speech, expreffing great

Loyalty and Duty to his Majefty, and congratulating the

Governor's fafe Arrival.

The Reader will not be difpleafed with a Lift of this

Council and Aflembly ; by which he will have a clearer

View of the Form of Government in Barbados^ and the

Governor's Stile.

The NAMES of the Governor^ Council^ and

JJJanhlyo'i Barbados, as they were in the Year 1698.

His Excellency Ralph Grey^ E(q;
Captain General and Chief Governor of the Ifland of Bar-

bados^ San^a Lucia^ St. Vincenfs^ Dominico, and the reft:

of his Majefty's Iflands, Colonies, and Plantations in

Jmerica^ known by the Name of the Chanbbec-idznds^
lying and being to Windward of Guardaloup.

The Honouri^ble the Members of his Majefty's Council,
at that Time.

Francis Bond^ Efq- late Prefident.

John Gihbs^ x Michael Terrill, -.

John Farmer^ J David Ramfcy^ )
George Lillingtonk pr • Richard Scot, { vr-,^
George Andrews, ( ^^^''''^'-

Benjamin Cryer, ,'

^^^""''^y

IVilliam Sharpy \ Richard Walter, \
Tobiui Frcrcj J Thomas Merrick^ ^

The
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The Members of the then General ASSEMBLY, viz.

For the Prccindts of

St. Michael.

Chr'iJi-Church.

St. Philips.

Si. John.

St. George.

St. Jofeph.

St. Andrew.

St. yames.

St. Thomas.

St. P^/^r.

St. Lucyes.

{

George Peers, Efq;

lJ^illia?n Wheeler., Efq:

Thomas Maxwell., Efq; Speaker.

Daniel Hooper., Efq^

William Forte/cue., Efq;

//<-«;-)' Markland., Efq;

yo^« Lefslie., Efq^

James Co/liton, Efq;

Pf'/^r Flewellin., Elq-

J-/y/«'j Topping Efq;

y<j/;« Holder
.f
Efq;

Henry Gallop., Efq;

William Cleeland., Efq;

William Doten^ Efq;

y^^t'/ Alleyne, Efq;

Williatn Holder, Efq;

Thojvas SadUir, Efq;

Jonathan Downes, Efq;

Sainuel Maynard, Efq;

Robert Harrifon, Efq;

y*?^,*: Gibbs, Efq;

Thomas Engiijh, Efq;

Upon the Governor's Arrival, the Aflcmbly fell prefendy

to Builnefs, were un^inimous and fpeedy in their Debates, and

in a Week's Tinie had two Bills ready ; as an Ad ^o declart

and afcertain the Rights and Powers of the General Ajjejnbly

of this Ifand ; and an Adt to fettle fve hundred Pounds per

Annum on his Excellency^ for his Halitation. At which

time we find Mr. WlUam Hart was Deputy Secretary. The
Preamble to the lafb Aft gives us the Reafons why the Go-
vernor did noc think fit to take up his Refidence at Fontabell:

Whereas it is neceffary and expedient for the Inhabitants of
this Ifand to fad and provide an Habitation for his Ma-
jejifs Governor of this Ifand ; and by Reafon of the Decay,

and want of Repairs at Fontabell, the late Habitation of
the Governor, and the Da?iger he will be expofed to in Cafe of
War, fo that it is no ways fit for his Excellencfs Reception

.^

&c. But fince it had done in time of War, that Argument
in time of Peace might have beea left out of the Preamble.

The



6z Tbe Hifiory of Barbados.

The 500 /. a Year was paid for Hotherfsirs Houfe afld

Plantation, which, 'tis probable, the Governor liked better,

and thought to be a better Bargain than the other.

'Tis very certain, this Gentleman was much in the good

Graces of the People of Barbados ^ never any Governor

was fo well beloved. He v/as a Man of Honour j his Soul

noble as well as his Birth, and he was not capable of doing

an ill thing by them for his own Intereft. Such Men will

foon gain the AiFedions of a Colony, and they will in the

main find their Advantage by it too j for People give more

when they lee Governors are not greedy, than when they

are always begging, or doing worfe.

On the -7tli of September an A6t paffed for two thoufand

Pounds for his E»:c£llcncy*s Charges of his Voyage^ towardi the

better Support for the Government j the Title of which is not

very grammatical. Mr. George Payne figned it, ading as

Deputy Secretary pro hac vice: And Mr. Rawlins^ Clerk of

the Aifembly, the fame Day procured, an A6t to appoint him

to coUeil the Body of the Laws, znd for printing the Laws

ef ihe Ilhnd of Barbados, contained in the enfuing Volume :

The Volume he^ publiiTied, from which the Writer of this

Hiftory took fome of his Matter, as the Titles of the A^j-,

6cc. and that CoUedioa going down no farther than the

above-mentioned 7th of September^ 1698, we have no far-,

ther Helps from him. The fame Day the Governor, Coun-

cil, and Atlembly, palled the A£t concerning the General

Srjfions.

This being a Time of Peace, few Events happened here

worth recording. The Mortality continued till the Year

1698, but grew lefs and lefs from the Year 1(^94. In the

firft of Mr. Grcyi Government it ceafed, and the Ifland

grew healthful again, bur not in fuch a Degree as it "was

twenty or thirty Years before; for two Years afterwards,

A. D. 1700, the Sicknefs returned : And at the fame Time
there was a great Scarcity of Corn and Provifions j but as the

. Mortality did not lad long, fo the Scarcity was fupplied by

Imports from New- England.

About this Time William Welhy^ Efq; was made Secre-

tary of the ifland ; a very worthy Gentleman, who ferved

the late Duke of Devonjlnre, and his Grace the prefent Duke,
in the fame Capacity, This Office was afterwards made
over to Alexander Skeyne, Efq^ the prefent Secretary of

Barbados.

The fame Year, 1700, Sugars were fcarce and dear; and

there happened alfo a Hurricane, which did much Damage,
threw down feveral Warehoufes, and drove two Ships and

two Sloops afliore. la
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In the following Year, 1701, the Governor being indif-

pofed in his Health, removed to iS.vgland^ leaving the Ad-

minif^ration in the Hands of the then Prefident of the Coun-

cil, John Fanner, Efq; in wbofc Time his Majclly l^i^g
-J^J" ^^S'-

ll^illiam dying, the Privy-Council in England notified her pre- ^Glvcimr^

font Majelty'a Acccificn to the Throne, to the Prefident and

Council in Barbados. Upon which Col. Farmer immediately

gave Diredtions for proclaiming the Queen j and on the i8ch

of il/rtj, 1702, the Prefident and Council, being accom-

panied by Mr. Skey!:e the Secretary, Mr. George Hannah the

Provoft-Marfhal, and other publick Officers, the Clergy,

and Gentlemen of the Bridge-Town^ and other Parts of the

Lland, attended by feveral Troops of Horfe, and the Regi-

ment of Foot Guards, went in a folemn Procefiion from

James Fort to the common Parade, where the Proclamation

was made. After which the Forts and Ships difcharged their

Guns three Times, and the People gave all publick Demon-
ftrations of their Joy on this Occafion. The Prefident and

Council, together with the principal Officers and Inhabitants

of the Illand, drew up a very handfom Addrefs of Con-
gratulation to the Queen, arid condoled heartily with her on
the Death of his late Majefty ; Which was prefented by the

Right Honourable F^alph Lord Grey of IVcrky their late

Governor ; for the Earl of Tankervill being dead, his Bro-

ther, Mr. Grey^ fucceeded him in the Barony, but not in

the Earldom.

The War was no fooner proclaimed between France and

England, but the Gentlemen and Merchants of Barbados

fitted out a good Number of Privateers, to adt againft the

French. Sixteen of them meeting together near Guardaloup^

the Men landed on the Ifland, burnt a great Part of the

^VeftEnd of it, and brought off a good Number of Negroes.

In the fame Year an Earthquake was felt at Barbados.^ which
laftcd a Minute and a half, but did no confiderable Damage.
The Inhabi'-ants were at this Time more healthy than they

had been Ibr feveral Years before.

'Tis laid the Blacks then formed another Defign to burn the

Bridge-Town^ and feize the Forts ; but the Plot was timely

difcovered, and the chief Confpirators executed.

In the following Year, 1703, her Majelty was pleafed to j'/r BeviU

appoint Sir Bevill Greenvill to be Governor of Barbados ;
GreenviU

and it having been found burchenfome to the Country to
'''^

make Prefenrs of 2000 /. and other large Sums to the Go-
vernors, Orders were fent to put a Stop to that Cuftomi
and as a Compcnfation for this, the Governor's Salary was
cncreafed from 1200 to 2000/. a Year.

This
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This Government in King lVdUani'& Time had been pro-
mifed to Mr. Mitford Croiv, a Merchant of London^ who
had ferved an Apprenticefhip to a Barbados Merchant, Mr.
Jbraham Tillard^ and married the Lady Chamherlayne of
this Illand. He kiffed the King's Hand for it, and prepared

his Equipage; but when his Majefty was dead, Sir Bevill

Creenvill put in for it, and obtained it.

The AiTembly, to compliment the new Governor, appoint-

ed Sir 'John Stanly, Secretary to the Lord Chamberlain, and
Sir Bevill's Brother in Law, to be one of their Agents ; in

which their Condu6t was courrly indeed, but not very poli-

tick ; for how is it poffible any Man fhould be able to ferve

the Ifland as an Agent ought, who is not fully apprized of
her Concerns, who does not perfedly underftand her true

Incereft, and has other Avocations of more Importance, to

him at leaft, than his Agency ?

Sir Bevill arriving at Barbados^ a Houfe was built for him
and his Succeflbrs, on Pilgrim's Plantation, where he
refided.

There was a Novelty in the Miniftry here, which was a
little extraordinary ; the Sex was {hifced, and the fair Favourite

did not lofe her Time nor her Market.

On the 27th of September, her Majefty's Ship the Blacks

tvall, Capt. Samuel Martin Commander, brought into Car-
lijle Bay a French Privateer of 12 Guns, and 120 Men,
which he took in that Latitude j as alfo, an Irijh Ship bound
for Barbados, which had been taken the Day before by the

fame Privateer.

On the 2d of February her Majefty's Ship the Dread'
nought, having on Board Col. Seymour, Governor of Mary-
iand, arrived there ; where he ftayed a few Days, and then

proceeded in his Voyage, having been driven thither by Strefs

of Weather.

The IGand of Barbados was at this Time miferably divided

into Fadionsj one was for the Governor, and the other

againft him. The latter fent Complaints to England, which
were contradidted by thofe of the other Intereft, the' 'twas

generally reported, that Sir Bevill Greenvill had done feveral

unfair Things ; the Particulars of which not being come to

our Hands, they are like to be forgotten.

In his Time one Chilton, who made the References to

Cook's Reports, was Attorney General of Barbados. He had
the Misfortune to kill a Man there, and being guilty of many
male Practices, was fufpended : When he came to Englandy

he alfo joined with the Complainants againft the Governor,

and fucceeded almoft as v^ell as if he had been innocent.

• The
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The Fadicn in Barb .das fan fo high, that one Gentleman

was accufed or" Defigns againft the Governor's Life; buttho'

he was fined 2000 /. yet 'twas generally thought, there was

more Milice than Reafon in the Accuradon. The Gentle-

man was one of the Coup.ci!, and had we believed he had

been gijihy, we fliould have named him.

In the Year 170^, the AlTembly taking into Confideration

the great Want of Money in the lilmd, occaiioned by the

fending away all the Silver from thence, upon the Proclama-

tion for reducing Pieces to a certain Standard in the /^^^y?-

Indies, palled an Acl lo allow 65000 /. Paper Credit, im-

powering the Treafurer to give out Bills for fuch a Sum, and

lend them to the Planters, on Security of Land and Ne-
groes. Jf^^^n Holder^ Efq; Speaker of this AfTembly was

appointed Treafurer, and was to have 5 per Cent, for ma-
naging thefe Bills. The Money'd Men were generally

againit this Projedt; for they found their Debtors Vv'ere glad

of an Opportunity to pay rhem in Paper.

The Alfembly who palled the Act being difTolved, the

next that fit proceeded vigoroufly againft tho(e who were

concerned in it, and lent an Addrefs to Rytgland to com-
plain of it.

On the 4th of ^vA', x-joG. the Squadron of her Ma-
jefty's Ships, under the Command of Captain Kerr^ arrived

at Barbados ; from whence they failed to the Leeward Iflands,

having on board Colonel Park^ who was appointed Go-
vernor of thoic Illands.

Sir Bcvilt Greenviil being either recalled, or having ob-

tained Leave to come for England^ her Majefty was plcafed,

in Confideration of. Mr. Cro-ii)'^ eminent Services at Bar'

celona^ to let him fucceedSir Bevill'mxhc Government. The
latter embarked on board the Kinafale Man of War, bound

for England., and died in his Voyage homewards, as the

late Prelident, Colonel Farmer^ had dori^ iome time before.

Mr. Cr(Av arrived in Barbados., in the Year 1707. and, j^i^o^d

according to his Inflrudtions, removed thofe Gentlemen that Crow, ff^j

had been concerned in the Paper Credit A<5t from their
^o'''"'"''''

Places at the Council Board, and from all other that were
in the Governor's Power. 1 his bred Dilcontents, and has

occafioned more Remonftrances to be fent to England.

The Treafurer, Mr. Holder., was obliged to refund the

5 per Cent, he had received for managing the Paper Cre-

dit ; and he appealing, the Matter depends at this time.

Some Months before Mr. Crew's Arrival, a very odd
Accident happened here to one Mr. Samuel Frazon^ a Mer-
chant, who coming from on boird a Man of War, a Storm

Vol,, il. F arofe.
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arofe, and drove him in his Boat out to Sea ; fo that 'twas

feared he vi'as loft. At laft News came of him, that after

having driven upon the Ocean (ix Days, without any Sub-

fifteiice, not fo much as Bread and Water, he fell upon

St. Fincenis j where, as foon as he had landed with his

Sailors and Negro, the Indians ftripped them flark naked.

The two Sailors died in a little rime of the Fatigue, but the

Merchant and his Black furvived it. Mr. Frazon continued

in that Condition three Months; at the end of which the

Indians c^Lvried him over to Martinico , where he paid 17 or

1 8 Piftoles for his Ranfom, but they would not let him re-

deem his Negro. Form Martinico the French fent him to

Nevis
-^
from whence he returned to Barbados.

Another Boat at the fame. time, with two Negroes, drove

off to Sea, and they landed the fame Day at St. Vincents
j

where the Charibbeans do not always deal fo civilly by the

Englijh^ who are driven thither by Storms, as they did by

Mr. Frazon, tho' they ufed him ill.

Whatever was the Iffue of the Paper Credit Projeft,

'tis certain the Contefts it raifed in the Ifland were not

over when more warm and dangerous ones arofe between the

Governors and the Inhabitants of the Ifland. Mr. Crow's

Robert Succeflor in this Government was Robert Lowther, E(q;
Lov?cher, ^j,ofe fir ft Stay here was fliort; for I find he was recalled in

nor'.
" lyi"?' whether for Irregularities in his Condudt, or for the

Ill-will the Miniftry in England bore him on Account of his

being preferred to that Poft by their PredecefTors before the

Utrecht Peace, I know not; but the former feems moft

William probable ; for after he was recalled, and William Sharpy Efq;
Sharp, Efcji Prefident of the Council was ordered to take upon him the
Prefident.

y^^jn^jniflration, he was fo loth to part with his Authority,

that Samuel Cox^ Efq; and Timothy Salter^ Efq; Members of

the Council, were obliged to remonftrate againft his keeping

it fo ftrenuoufly, that he endeavoured to have it underftood

to be an A61 of Rebellion, and to have them profecuted

accordingly, of which we muft fpeak farther in the Sequel.

Mr. Sharp behaved fo well in his Station the firft time he

was Commander in Chief, that the Earl of Sunderland, then

Secretary of State, approved his Condud by Letter, and

this his fecond Adminiftration was as wife and as well ap-

proved. He continued as Prefident till Mr. Lowther re-

turned to Barbados with his former Charadter after his late

Majefty's AcceflSon to the Throne, and in a worfe Difpofition

to abufe his Power there than when he formerly held it. How
can a good Subjedt, without the deepeft Regret obferve, that

iQ juft, fo gracious a Prince as our late Sovereign fliould have

Counfellors
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Counfellors near his Royal Perfon, capable of recommending
one fo obnoxious to his Majefliy's Favour for a Poft of that

Trult and Honour. But this Hiltory of our American Colonies

abounds with Inrtances of the like Recommendaribns. Mr. Governor

Lowther was not long in Barbados before he fell out with ^owther'*

the Rev. Mr. Gordon^ Redtor of St. jWchacPs-bridge^ and

Commiflary or Vice-bifliop of the Ifland, and wrote againft

him to his Diocefan the BilTiop of London^ reprefenting him
as a Man of ill Principles and Morals. He wrote alfo againft

him to the Barbados Agents, and they made the Contents

of his Letter the Subjed of a Memorial to the Board of
Trade ; where Mr, Gordon fucceeded not fo well as at the

Board of Regency. The Proceedings of the Agents and
their Succefs at the Board of Trade obliged Mr. Gordon to

quit the liland, to take proper Meafures in E?7gland for his

Defence, by an Appeal to the Lords Juftices, from whom
he found fuch Relief as the Goodnefs of his Caufe deferved

againft the Oppreffion and Ruin that threatened him. Their

Lordfliips Decree runs thus.

' His Majefty having been pleafed by his Order in Council

of the 15th of March 171 8. to refer unto a Committee
the humble Petition of IVilliam Gordon, Clerk, Reftor of
the Parifh of St. Michael^ in Barbados ; complaining as well

againft a Petition of the Agents of the faid Ifland, and a

Report of the Board of Trade thereupon, as againft a Let-

ter wrote by the Governor of the faid Ifland to the Lord
Bifhop of London, highly refledting on the faid Gordon^s

Condudt as Commiflary, and on his Principles and Cha-
radter, Iffc' The Lords Juftices ordered Depofuions to be

taken at Barbados, as well on the Part of the Governor, as

of Mr. Gordon, who returning thither had the faid Order

ferved on the Governor, who inftead of proceeding regularly

thereon, caufed a Copy of it to be proclaimed by beat of
Drum in the Bridge-Town, and again publiftied in all the

Churches in the Ifland ; and farther, Mr. Gordon was fent

to the common Goal by Warrant under the Governor's

Secretary's Hand without afTigning any Caufe. And
the above-mentioned Depofitions not being returned in the

appointed Time, and nothing farther offered to make good
the Allegations againft Mr. Gordon, their Lordfhips re-

ported it as their Opinion, that the Charges of the Gover-
nor and Agents of Barbados againft Mr. Gordon are ground-

lefs, and ought to be difmifTed.

M.X. Francis Lanfa, M.exc\-\zm.oi Bridge-Town, having had

a Ship unlawfully feized by Order of Governor Lowther, pre-

fented a Petition to the King in Council, copaplaining of

F 2 the
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the faid Seizure, upon which an Order was fent to Barbadosy

direding an Enquiry into the Matter of Mr. Lanfa's Com-
plaint againft the Governor, and Mr. Henry Lafcelles, Col-

lector of the Cuftoms, and Mr. ffaac Lenoir the Gover-

nor's Secretary. But the Governor far from obeying the

Order, treated it contemptuouQy, and abuied Jonathan Blen-

man^ Efq;, Mr. L<7«y^'s Counfei, took from him the original

Order, and refuCed to redeliver it, and detained Mr. Lanfa's

Letter of Attorney, declaring it to be forged, and committed

Mr, Blenman to Prifon, and caufed him to be bound over

in a thoufand Pound Bail, which he forfeited on his coming

to England to complain. But upon hearing the Caufe, the

Lords Juftices ordered, that all Proceedings on the Recogni-

zance be vacated, and if any Levy had been made upon the

Forfeiture, that thefame be forthwith returned to Mr. Blen-

man or his Agent.

Some time before this, Sir Charles Cox, Member in fre-

quent Parliaments for the Borough of Soutlnvark, prefented

a Petition to the King in Council, in Behalf of his Brother

Samuel Cox, Efqj againft Governor Lowther, who removed

Mr. Cox from the Council Board without any juft Caufe or

Reafon, as is faid in his Petition ; ih;s Caule being after-

wards heard by the Lords Juftices, they declared that Sir C,

Cox had made out the Allegations of his Petition, that the

Governor's Reafons for the Sufpenfion of Mr. Cox were

without the leail Ground, and that the faid Governor had

a6ted arbitrarily and illegally. They alfo ordered that

Samuel Cox, Efq^ be rellored to his Place and Seniority in

the Council, and put into, and take upon him the Exercife

of the Government of the Lland during the Abfence of the

Governor, who was recalled, and had appointed y^/j^w /^r^r<?,

Efq; his Nephew, to take his Place in the Government of

the {Hand ; and the Lords Juftices farther ordered the faid

John Frere, Efqj to repair forthwith before the Council

Board in England, to anfwer for his having adted in Con-
tempt of his Majefty's Order, relating to the Adminiftra-

tion of the Government, ngnified to him fince Governor
Loiviher'^s Departure by Mr. Secretary Craggs.

The Lords Juftices at the fame time took into Confidera-

tion the Cafe of Alexander P'Valker and Timothy Salter, Efqrsj

both of whom, together with Mr. Cox, had been turned

out of the Council, at which Board Mr. Salter and Mr.
Cox had been charged with Rebellion, as has been before-

mentioned ; and at the lame Time demonftrated to the

Governor the Injuftice of fuch a Charge, and diflented to

the Publication of it, and ilie Governor repeated with

Vehemence
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Vehemence that they fhould be punished as Rebels againft

l|im. For this Governor, as did Colonel Park of Antegoa^

and as all ill Governors probably will always do, endeavoured •

to terrify the People they govern with branding all Offences,

even perfonal ones, with the odious name of Rebellion

againft them, a Term they fliould never be fuftered to abufe.

The Charge againft Mr. Cox and Mr. Salter was declared,

after hearing by the Lords Juftices, to be without the haji

Grounds^ who ordered a Stop to be put to the Profecution,

and the two Members, Mr. Salter and Mr. IValker, to be
alfo reitored to their Seats at the Council Board. I have

obferved, that ill Governors do generally diftinguifli the

molt worthy Perfons in their Governments to be the Ob-
je(5fs of their Hatred and Oppreffion, probably becaufe they

are jealous of the good Underftanding of iuch Men, and

confequently that they will not tamiCly lubmitto their intend-

ed Tyranny.

At the fame Time the Lords Juftices proceeded to exa-

mine farther Complaints againft Governor Loxviher^ and
heard the Petition of Sir Robert Davers^ Knight of the

Shire for Suffolk^ John Walter^ Efqj Knight of the Shire

for Surrey^ Mr. Alleyne his Brother-in-law, b°f. Men of

great Intereft in Barbados • and after a long hearing of the

Cafe, the Lords Juftices declared that the Petitioners had

made good their Allegations, by which it appeared that the

Governor had taken from the Ailembly above 28,000 /. Bar-
bados Currency, contrary to his Majefty's exprefs Inftrudions;

and alfo that he had permitted a Spanijh Veffcl to trade con-

trary to the A6ts of Trade and Navigation, and in Breach of

his Oarh ^ all which Charges having been proved againft

him, he was taken into the Cuftody of a MefTenger, and

ordered to be profecuced, of which, to my very great Regret,

I can fay no more. The Council for the Petitioners at the

Hearing were the Sollicitor General, and Mr. Talbot^ after-

wards Lord Chancellor; and for the Governor Sir IVllUam

Thotnpfon^ and Mr. B^iotle. The Attorney General who had

appeared for Lowther returned his Brief before the fecond

Hearing, and refufed to be farther concerned in his Cauie,

rot on Account of his extorting 28,000/. nor for the Breach

of his Oa:h j not for the profecuting the moft worthy Planters

in the Iftand on a Pretence of Rebellion, and Jonathan Blen-

man, Efq-, late Attorney General of Barbados.^ and Mr.
Gordon^ Commiffary or Vice-bifhop of the Iftand, but for

being uncivil to certain Miffionaries, whofe Charadlers are

found delineated in the Hiftory of Jamaica.

F3 By
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By the barbarous Ufage of Bernard Cooky we fhall fee

how well Juftice was diftributed in Mr. Lowther's Govern-
ment, and what fort of Magiftrates he employed in the Di-

ftribution of it. Cook's Cafe will appear in his Petition to

1

the King, fetting forth. That Robert Lowther^ Efq; Go-
vernor of Barbados^ having conceived a Difpleafure, and
threatned him for no other Caufe, as he knows of, but that

of his difcovering the faid Governor's contemptuous

Treatment of his Majefty's moft gracious Letter to him,

the faid Governor, in Favour of the Petitioner, concern-

ing his Eftate in Barbados^ which is wrongfully detained

from him by feveral Perfons of great Intereft and Autho-
rity there, and particularly John Frere^ Efqj the faid

Governor's Nephew j and that the faid Governor, to gratify

fuch his Refentments, did, together with Robert Warren^
and Samuel Adams^ Gent, contrive to opprefs and injure

the Petitioner, under a falfe Pretence that the Petitioner had

uttered fbme Words refleding on the Modefty of the faid

Warren\ Wife, and the Wife of the faid Jdams^ by
caufing the Petitioner to be bound over to a Petit

Seffions of the Peace, where feveral Juftices from dif-

ferent Precinds were fent by the faid Governor and

Guy BaU^ Efq- prefided in order to punifli the Petitioner

for the faid pretended Words without any Trial. That
the faid Petitioner well knowing the Attachment of the

faid Juftices to the Governor, moved to traverfe the faid

Complaint to the Grand Seffions, that it might be tried by
a Jury of twelve Men. But the faid Juftices abfolutely

refufed to let the Petitioner traverfe the fame j and did,

without any legal Trial by a Jury, condemn the Petitioner

for the faid pretended Words, to be publickly whipped, and

he was accordingly publickly whipped by the cojnmon
Whipper of Slaves in a barbarous manner, ^c' This

Petition being referred to the Lords Committee of Coun-
cil, they reported, ' that the Juftices of the Peace proceed-

-*> ed againft the Petitioner without any Crime alledged j for
'* that fcandalous Words fpoken of private Perfons are no
* Grounds for criminal Profecutions ; and that the faid

* Juftices had proceeded illegally, for that they had not
* proper Cognizance of the Matters before them, and had
* taken upon them to examine VVitnefles and determine Mat-
' ters of Fad without a Jury, and have given two Sentences
* of whipping^ which were arbitrary and illegal.' His Ma-
jefty was gracioully pleafed to approve of this Determination

of the Lords Committees, and to order in Council Jan. ZQ.

1721. * that Guy Bally Francis Bondy Thomas Maycock,

I Junior,
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1

' Junior, Robert BiJ})opy George Barry
^ John Fercherfon^ Stephen.

* Thomas, and William Kirkham, Efqrsj who were Juftices

' prefent in Court at the time of the Proceedings againft the
' Petitioner, be all removed from the Commiffion of the

* Peace.' We fliall find feveral of thefe Names among the

Profecutors of Prefident Cox^ and if we had found them
under a Sentence of Lex Talionisy we fliould have thought

their Punifhment no more than adequate to their Crime

;

for the wrongfully whipping an Engltjh Freeman, is capable

of no other Satisfadtion.

The late Governor Mr. Lowther, expeding to be recalled, samuei Cox,

and knowing Mr. Cox as Prefident of the Council would ^/?i ^refi-

fucceed him in the Adminiftration, by Virtue of his Prefi-
'^^''^'

dency, till a new Governor was appointed ; he, as we have

faid, fufpended Mr. Cox from the Council Board, that his

own Nephew ir^r^, next in Council to the Prefidenr, might,

as fenior Counfel, affume the Government, and by that

Means the efFedlual Examination and Detedion of Mr. Low-
therh JVIifdemeanors be prevented. But the Lords Juftices

Order to reftore Mr. Cox and fufpend Mr. Frere^ put the Ad-
miniftration in the Hands of the Prefident, who found all

Places of Truft and Profit filled with Creatures of the faid

Lowther, who to keep them in thofe Places, procured an

A&. of Ajfemhly to be palTed, entitled, An A£i to preferve the

Peace and Tranquillity of this IJland^ ftill known in Barbados

by the Name of the Tranquillity Acf,. it being in Truth
the very reverfe of the Preamble, and inftead of Peace and
Tranquillity^ to preferve Divifion and Difcord-^ for by this

Law all the Inftruments of Mr. Lowther's tyrannical Go-
vernment were kept in Power, and the Prefident difabled to

remove there, tho' the King's Commiftion authorifed him fo

to do, and the Peace and Profpericy of the Ifland rendered it

neceflary. Mr, Frere aflumed the Government upon Mr.
Lowther his Uncle's return to England, notwithftanding

Prefident Cox^s Right, nay, notwithftanding Secretary

Craggs, by Letters dated the 25 th of March, 1720, fignified

to the Council of Barbados, his Majefty's Pleafure, that on no

Pretence whatfover, Mr. Qoyifhould be excluded frofn the Ad-
minijiration. Prefident Cox aflerts in his printed Cale, that

Thomas Maxwell, Elqj Thomas Maycock, Efq; John Lucia
Blackman, Efq; Guy Ball, and Francis Bond, Efqrs; Mem-
bers of the Council, advifed Frere to difobey the royal Or-
ders, and that Mr, A/^jfit;^// accompanied with Gelafms Mac-
w^/.'isw, a Practitioner in the Law, came to the Gateofche Pre-
lident's Houfe, and calling aloud|for his Majefty's royal Order,
faid, Rafcal^ Rajcal^ all Rafcals, by G—^. We have feen how

F 4 the
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the late Governor Loiv/her adcd in that high Office : We
have taken the Proofs fram Records, and even have but very

]iti.le better Opinion of his Creatures than of hiinrelf. How-
ever, confidering the Duty of an Hiitorian is to carry an

even Hand between contending Parties, and we have not io

large Memoirs for what relates to Mr. <''oa's Opponents, as

what relates to himfelf. and elgecially conlidcring a full Dif-

cuflion of this (^ontencion in Barbados^ would take up as

much Room as is allowed me for the Continuation of this

whole Hiilory of < ur Colonies, I fhall only give Hints of

the Even;s, without expatiating on Affirmativei and Negatives,

The royal Ordi-r came the Beginning of Dec mber^ 1720,

and Mr. Co.v. having purfuant thereunto taken upon him the

Adminiil;ra;ion, made a healing Speech to the Council
j

fome of whom, the Members before- mentioned, infifted on
the Validity of the Tranquillity J^^ and immediately formed

Cabals to obftruct the Powers veiled in him, to place and

difpkce OtSccrs, as was tnoft for the Incereft and Security

of !he Ifland j and rhe refractorv Ccunfeliors iniiiting frill on
the Tranquillity Acft ind the Preiident's liri-it Obfcrvanceof it

contrary to the royal Prerogarive and /his Commiilion, he

was neceiiitated to fufpend the faid Counfellors, which Pro-

ceeding of his was the more juftifiable by the Repeal of the

faid Ad in England. This happened fo foon afrer his entering

on the Adminiftrarion, that in a Fortnight's Time a Petition

againii the I-reiident was figned by Mellrs. Maxwell^ May-
cock., Ball

J
Blackman. Carter., Bond., and CoUetotr.^ Members

of the Council, and Confidents of Mr. Loivther. Tiie

Complaints in rhe Petition referring chieiiy to their own dif-
,

placing and others, it Vvas anfvvered by the Prefident, by the

Reafon and NccetTiry of his maldng Ufe of his Commidion
therein, to which we muft refer. Not only thefe Counfellors,

but Mr. L'jvjih p.
>-''?, .Affjmbly aHb then furing, addrefied againft

the Prefi ienr and the Gentlemen who had oppofed the (aid

Zst/^'/Vs arbitrary and illegal Proceedings, of which fo much
hud been faid and proved, that it is af^onil"hing to find the faid

Lowihcr^i Adiuiniilration not only juilified but applauded by
them in calling his Government the greatefi of Bkjfingi.

Befides the paffing the Ti-a quilltty /li]^ fo contrary to the

royal Authori;y and the Conititution of the liland. It was
thefe Couniehors that infilled on Mr Cox's admitting Mr.
Frere to fit at the Council Board notwiihftanding he was re-

gularly fufpended and re called to England by an Order from
Home. Thefe Counfellors, Maxwell, ^r. concurred with

the late Governor in the arbitrary, illegal and opprefTive Pro-

_ eecdjngs againit Mr. (Jordm^ Mr. BUnman, <^c. but my
Compa^
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j^
Compafs will not allow me to enter into Particulars of the

Misbehaviour charged upon them by Prefident Cox^ in Ar-

ticles he exhibited again It them, to his Succeilor in the Go-
vernment. One of thefe Articles is fufncient to let us into

it.

A R T I C L E IV. 'The faid MefTieurs Maxwell^
* Alaycock^ Blackman^ Ball^ Bond^ did endeavour to per-

* plcx and diftrefs the Adminiftration, and throw the whole
* liland into Confullon, by denying the Legality of the Af-
* fembly then fitting, and refuling after they were reftored

* to the Council, to join in any Ad of Government, or to

' confent to any Law^ tho' they had themselves allowed the
' Siibftance of it to be good, and of publick Utility ; by
* which Means the Excife Bill, the only Fund for the Sup-
' port of tile Government, was endanger'd, iffc'

The Prefident fliews how little Reafon lie had to expert

that they would grow more cool and difcreet, by his vSiif-

penfion for former Mifcarriage ; for when by Order from

Home they were reftored to their Seat in Council, they ex-

ulting on that Turn in their Favour, talked as if their Com-
mander in Chief would be thrown out of his Office, and

with an Air of Infult asked at the Prefident's Houfe, If he

teas not run mvoy to Martinico.

1 do not wonder fuch Men as thefe were reflored to Coun-
cil. I have been acquainted with the Means made Uie of

by the Correfpondents of Counfellors in Earbgdos at London,

to procure themio be made and kept in, Prefident Cox fuA

pended or difplaced the Judges who had been Abettors of

Mr. Loivthers Mifgovernment j as Edmund Sutton^ Efqj

"John Waterman, Efq; 'Jama Dctten, Efq; and rf his Ar-

ticles againft them are true, they are unworthy of the Favour

they met with, in being re-inftated on the Bench of Juftice.

A R T I C L E VI. ' Edmund Sutton, John Waterman^
* 'James Dotte/i, together v/ich Samuel Husbands and John
' Carter, Efqrs- a little before the Eledtion of the Aflembly,
* were in Sept. 1720, entered into a Confederacy not to
* take, as Judges, the Probate of Deeds for Freeholders, but
* of their own Party, and did adually refufe the Probates
* of many Deeds of Freeholds^ in order to obtrude an Af-
' femhly ro their own liking on the liland.'

We lee by this what a Condition the People of Barbados
were reduced to, by the Countenance given now to one, now
to another Party ; by alternately putting Men into and turn-

ing them out of Places, according as they made Intereft at

Court, and the employing of fuch as had been Inftiuments

of Mr. Lowther ia the worft of his Pradices, for which he

was
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was cenfured and confined by the Regency in England^ could

hardly avoid giving Occafion of continuing the Contention

and Difcord in the Government of this Ifland, where Mr.
Lovother\ Confidents and Creatures found Means to difturb

and perplex it.

'Tis certain Mr. Cox in more Cafes than one, let his Re-
fentraent carry him too far againft fuch as had offended him
perfonally, as in the Cafe of Mr. Sutton^ who was ordered to

be profecuted by himfelf and 5 of his Counfellors, for un-

mannerly Expreflions in Letters j which fhews us that his

Counfellors, as well as Mr. Lowther% were but too ready to

do what the Commander in Chief would have them. Mr.
Carter, the Attorney General, evaded entering upon that Pro-

fecution by the following Reafons offered to the Governor^

j^s to the Letters there is nothing in them which appears libel-

lousy fcandalous or defamatory, to make up the necejfary Ingre-

dients of an IndiSiment or Information for a Mifdemeanor by

JVriting.

Had the Lord Belhaven, to whom this Government was

given in the Year 1721, arrived at Barbados, the People

might have expected to have feen a quick End put to the Dif-

cord and Contention, this Lord being a Perfon of great

Capacity and Honour, incapable of being influenced by his

own or other Mens Intereft, againft Reafon and Equity.

"Tis not to be doubted, but the late Governor Lowther fup-

ported the Partj v/ho perfecuted Prefident Cox, with the whole
String of his Perfonal and Family Intereft in England; and it

was no hard Matter to procure a Reference of their Cafe

to the Lord Belhaven for his Inquiry. But that Lord being

Ihipwrecked near the Lizard Point, foon after his embarking

for Barbados, that Enquiry was transferred to the next Go-

HenryWor-^^^"^'^'
Henry TVorfeUy, Efq;

I'eiey, Efqi During Mr. Cox's Prefidency, there happened a furious
Governor. Hurricane at this Ifland, in which feveral Ships and Sloops were

^^^^'
loft, and other cbnfiderable Damage done. But this Storm
had nothing to diftinguifh it from other Hurricanes, except-

ing that it did not reach the French Iflands, as all former

Hurricanes here have been wont to do.

The Dukt ef
O" '^^ ^^^^ °^ November the King/Ion Man of War ar-

P itiand 4j rived at Barbados in her Way to Jamaica, having on Board
Eaibados. theif Graces the Duke and Dutchefs of Portland, the

Duke having been lately appointed Governor of that Ifland,

Lady Ann Bentitick their Graces Daughter, and feveral Per-

fons of Diftindionof both SeyiQS, who came afliore with the

Duke and Dutchefs in Barges. They had been waited on
aboard by feveral Members of the Council, who came to in-

vite
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vlte them to land. The Guns of the Forts fir'd when they

left the Ship, and at their landing, while they were received

by Prefident Cox and the Body of the Council, and the

Dutchefs, Lady Jnn^ and the reft of the Ladies being handed

into Coaches, each with fix Horfes, the Procefiion began.

The Duke walked on Foot on the right Hand of the Pre-

fident, thro' the principal Streets of Bridge-Tozvn^ to the

Prefident's own Houfe, followed by the Gentlemen who
came with his Grace, and all the Members of the Council

and Aiiembly, as alfo by the Life Guard of Horfe. The
Streets were lined on each Side by feveral Companies of
Militia ; and the Life Guard being afterwards drawn up on
the Green before the Prefident's Houfe, faluted his Grace
in a very gallant Manner. The Balconies were all filled with

People of the beft Failiion, who came from all Parts of the

Illand to be Spectators of a Sight, like which nothing had ever

been feen there fince the Arrival of the Duke and Dutchefs

of Albemarle-^ whofe Perfons were far from giving the hke

Grace to fuch a Speiracle, as did thofe of the Duke and
Dutchefs of Portland^ equally beautiful and grand. The
Duke and Dutchefs feemed highly pleafed with the gay Ap-
pearance of fo numerous a Concourfe of People. At Nighc
there was a Ball at the Prefident's Houfe, Vv'here the Duke
and Dutchefs both danced, and the Time paft very pleafant-

ly till almoft Morning. The next Day being St, Aidreiv'Sy

the Scots Anniverfary, the Stewards of that Feaft waited on
the Duke, and invited him to their Entertainment. His Grace
accepted of the Invitation, but before Dinner he vifited Pil-

grims^ the Seat of the Governor of Barbados. From thence

he returned to the Bridge., and heard a Sermon preached by
the Rev. Mr. Gordon^ in St. Michael his ParilTi Church. My
Lord after Sermon went with the Stewards and other Gentle-

men, to the Houfe where the Scots Feaft is annually kept,

and was feated at the Head of the Table, Prefident Cox be-

ing at his left Hand. The Feaft was in every Thing manag'd

with Order and Decorum, with which his Grace exprefTed

himfelf equally pleafed and furprized,

A Letter from Barbados tells us, that v/hen the Duke and

Dutchefs afiTifted at divine Service the next Sunday in St. Mi-
chael% the Appearance there was very fplendid and fhowy,
and / que/iion, fays the Writer, whether any Church in Eng-
gland was ever filled with a Congregation more richly habited.

.

Indeed, Thomas Tryon., a Barbados Trader, in a Tra6t of bis

cenfures this expenfive Vanity of the Barbadians, as it makes
a falfe Appearance, and gives Occafion to miftake their Pro-

fufion for Wealth j which has been a Hinderance to the Re-
lief
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lief they might otherwife have hoped for, in Cafes of Taxes

and publick Grievances. But as this was written by a Man
who wrote alio for a Regimen of Diet at 2 a. a Day, ic

doubtleis will have very little Weight with ib gay and gallant

_^^. .._ a People as the Inhabitants of tl.is Ifland. The Divilions

/<i.- ;«/'.;/- aniong them at this Time mingled even with their Fefti-

iag the Duke. ysXs and Complimcnts. For the Frelident not having invited

the Members of the Council and Aifembly, who had fent

Complaints Home againft him, to dine with him at the

Tirr.e that he was to entertain the Duke at his Houfe, tho'

they had attended him thither, the Complainants refolved

to have the Honour alio of the Duke's Company, and a

great Number of them waited on his Grace, to invite him,

the Du; chefs, and the Ladies and Gentlemen who came with

them, to an Entertainment of their own ; and one of the

moft forward of thefe Gentlemen made a Speech to his

Grace, which tho' florid, is too long for this I^iftory. I

fliall only abridge a Paragraph of it, becaufe it feems to iri--

timate that ihs /{yiti Pref^dmi Party, winch in 1 ruth was

roade up moftly of fuch as had been Conftdenr:s and Creatures

of Mr. Lowther^ had it early in their Thoughts to cajole and

engage on their Side the new Governor Mr. IVorJeley^ the

Paragraph is this.

The Advantage of your Grace's immediate Prcfence^ is what
ti'e can. hardly fm'hear envying our Neighbour Ifland^ even tho*

ive are ourfelves in Expe^ation of the Arrival of a Governor

every IVay qualified by the Chara£ier^ tvhich is arrived here

Isfore^ to reco7!cile ourfatal Differences^ and make us a happy

People. The Entertainment thefe Gentlemen gave their

Graces and their noble Company, was at leafl: as fumptuous
and as elegant as that of the Prelident, which colt 800 /. and
was looked upon as a Charge on the Illand. Mr. Jofeph
French.^ and Mr. Henry Elliot.^ Qiiakers, prefented an Ad-
drefs to his Grace in Behalf of Friends, which the Duke re-

ceived with his wonted Eafe and Affability. On the 8th

of Deceniberhk Grace, and all who came with him, returned

on Board the Man of War, being attended to the Water-fide,

almofl in the fame Manner as at their landing, and the next

Day fet fail for Jamaica.
While his Grace was at the Bridge Tewn arrived there

the IVinchelfa Man of War, having on Board Mr. Fringe

whom his Grace my Lord Duke of Montagu had appointed

Governor of a Colony intended for St. Lucia. The Peo-
ple aboard that Ship and the Tranfports were then well and
healthy, and how far the Government of Barbados was to

be concerned in that Enterpri2.e, appears b;^ the foliow-

5 ing
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ing Inftruclions in the Governor of Barhados's Com-
miflion.

If any of the Subje^s of a foreign Prince or State have q^.„.^„^^ ^f
already planted themfelves upon any of the IJlandi of St. Lucia, Rarbac'os'i

Dominico, St. Vincent, Tobago, or Jhall hereafter 'Attempt
^^fj^^^^'^^

to do theJame.^ you are to offert our Right to the faid IJlands^ Lucia.

exclufive of others., and in Order to hinder the Settlement of
any Colony there, you are to give Notice to fuch Foreigners that

Jhall pretend to make fuch Settlements., that iinlejs they /hall

remove ivithinfuch Tiine as you in ycur Difcretion Jl:)all affign,

you Jhall be obliged by Force to dijpoffejs and fend them off the

Iflands.

Prelident Cox receiving a Letter from Mr. Vring at St.

Lucia, informing him that on the Colony's Arrival there, he
was forbidden to proceed to a Settlement by Monf. de Few
quieres. Governor of Martinico, by Orders from France^

as is related in an Account of Mr. firing's Proceeding ia

that Ifland ; upon this the Prefident fent IVilUam Boteler^

Efq; to Martinico, with a 'L.tX.X.a X.o M.qk\{. de FcuquiereSy

to reprefent the Injuftice of fuch Orders, and the Matter of
his foregoing Inftrudions, all which availed nothing, as might
eafily have been, and probably was foreleen. "I'he French
were come to a Point to hinder any Englijl) Settlement there

by Force, and had Force fufficient to do it. The Englijb

were fortified with a Claim and an Inftrudion only, with-

' out a fufficient Force to fupport chem : If they had in Ear-

neft refolved to have poflelled themfelves of that Ifland,

they fhould have done it while we were in War with France'^

on orher Accounts, when the ftrong Squadrons of ^Fright

or IVi^eeler were in thofe Seas, and the EngUJh had 5 or dooo
Men in Arms in the Charibbce Iflands, regular Troops and
Militia; a Strength the French there were then in no Con-
dition to oppofc, and St. Lucia might have been fo fortified

during that War, that the Enemy would have found it mora
dilficult to have reduced it, than any other of the Charihbees.

Prelident Cox, tojuftify his Conduit as to the before- men-
tioned Inftrudfion, held a Council by Jpecial Call at Mr,
Lamplee\ Houfe in the Bridge-Tovun^ where were prefent,

Samuel Cox, Efq; Prefident.

Timothy Salter, Efq;

Thomas Maxivrll, Efq;

foim Lucia BLckman, E(qj

Richard Lightjmt, Efq;

Htnry Peers, E(q;

Who
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Who refolved that Dire6tions fhould be given Capt, Charles

Brown^ Commander of his Majefty's Ship Feverjham^ to
'

affift Mr. Vr'wg purfuant to his Inftru6tions, and to certify

to him, that this Ifland would fupply him with what Forces

and Ammunition he may have Occafion for ; but the French

were (o quick and (o powerful in their Proceeding againft

the Englijh in St. Lucia ^ that the latter were obliged to v/ith-

draw from thence, as is particularly related in its proper

Place.

Not long after the Evacuation of St. Lucia by Mr. Fringe

Henry wor- Mr. Worfeley the new Governor arrived at Barbados-^ he was
feley, £/^; complimented on his Arrival by a Letter from Monf. de
Governor.

Peuquieres^ in which he ex'preflTed fome Refentment at Mr.
Vring's Terms of menacing as he phrafes it. Mr, Worfeley

anfwered the French Governor's Letter the 12th of February^

172J, and in his own has this Paragraph. Since you are

pleaftd to cojnmunicate to me your Condu" in the Affair of St.

Lucia, / muji fay I have a very great Ejleem for every Officer

that puniiually obeys his Mafters Orders^ and had I been in>

my Government when this Affair happened^ I Jhould have

ufed my utmo/i E~ndeavours to have maintained the Duke of
Montagu in the Poffejfton of thofe I/lands, to which the King

my Mafler has an inconteftable Right. But I am apt to be-

lieve thofe Endeavours of his would have amounted to no
more than Prefident Cox's^ with whofe Adminiftration he

(hewed himfelf highly diflatisfied, prepolTefled by the Repre-

fentations of the male-contented Counfellors, whofe Repre-
fentations were referred to his Inquiry and Judgment, upon
the unhappy Wreck of that truly and excellent Man the

Lord Belhaven. But before Mr. tVorfeley difcovered his Biafs

on the other Side, he gave the Prefident's Party Hopes of an-

fwering their Expedations, and continuing them in the Sta-

tion wherein he found them, infomuch that the Affembly then

fitting, fettled on him 6000 1, a Year for the Support of his

Government, by a Tax fo far exceeding the Ability of the

People to pay it, no lels than 2 s. 6 d. a Head on Negroes,

that it was equally monftrous to give or receive it. This
Governor having fecured this intolerable Burthen on the

n'i Proceed-
I^^nd for himfelf, faced about to the other Side, and took

ings agatnft thc latc Prefidcnt Cox^s Cafe in Hand.
Prefident Jt boded not well for the late Prefident, that Governor

Worfeley^ inftead of managing his Inquiry by acquainting him-

felf with the Matter by impartial Informations, fhould eredb

a Sort of Tribunal for himfelf to lit in Judgment, and the

late Prefident taking a Seat when the Governor had feated

himfelf, that his Excellency ftiould more than once repri-

f

"

"
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mand his PredecefTor in the Government, for prefuming to

make ufe of a vacant Chair in the Room. But I meet with

fo much of this Kind of Arrogance in delegated Power,

that it is not at all fuprizing.

It will be feen by the following Minute of Council, that

feveral of the Complainants againft Mr. Cox were at the

Board when his Caufe was in Qiicftion.

Pilgrims y Thurfday, 30th of May, 1723.

PRESENT
His Excellency Colonel JVorJeley.

The Hon. Samuel Cox, Efqj Richard Lightfoot, Efq;

Timothy Salter, Efq; Edmund Sutton, Efqj

Thomas Maxwell, Efq; James Elliot, Efqj

jfohn Lucia Blackman, Efq^

Mr. Cox prepared a general Anfwer to the Charge againft

him, in which he cleared himfelf of all the Particulars

therein contained, proving them to be part falfe in Fadt, and •

part in Reprefentation, and that with fuch Circumftances, as

add Malice to the other Infirmities They charge him with

ufing infolent Language in Council, when they themfelves

were the Aggrcffors therein. See his own Words :
' I had

a Tafte of their Condud the fecond Time I fat with them ia

Council after their Reftoration; feveral of them roundly

charged me with having faid what I am certain never entered

into my Thoughts, which occafioned my telling them, that

if they could accufe me in fuch a Manner, I fhould not think

it fafe to fit with them at that Board, unlefs fome impartial

Perfons were prefent, who might be Witnefles of our reci-

procal Behaviour. Whereupon they, or fome of them, in

a very infulting Manner, alked me if I were afraid, that if

I were, they would lay by their Swords • to which I replied.

It is not your Swords, hut your Tongues I am afraid of ' The
complaining Counfellors accufed the Prefident of needlefs

and frequent calling of Councils, when they themfelves had

been the fole Occafion by their Artifices, to prevent the

meeting of a Council to do Bufinefs, by each flaying away
in his Turn as they could befl frame Excufcs. They charged
Mr. Cox with injurious Treatment of Mr. Le Noyer Clerk
of the Council, by turning him out of his Place, tho' it was
done with his own Confent, and he himfelf delired that his

SuccefTor might be fworn into his Office. But I cannot en-

large on the Complaints and the Defence, fo fhall clofe

wiih
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with what concerns Mr. Mac Mahon^ a very adive Man for

Mr, Lowtherj and againft Mr. Cox. The latter words it

thus :
' I am charged with having committed Gentlemen at

* the Bar for fpeaking for their Clients, and abufing them in

* fet Speeches. I beg Leave to aver, that I paid as much
' Refpect to the Gentlemen of that Profeiiion, and gave them
' as much Liberty, as any one in my Station ever did. 'Tis

' true, I once committed Mr. Mac Mahon for his verv rude
* Behaviour to me, and notorious Contempt of the Court of
' Errors, for which he was afterwards found guilty by a Jury.
* Wherefore I am not able to conceive the Reaibn of a

* Charge fo egregioufly falfe, unlefs it were with Delign to

* make evil Impreffions againft me, as being guilty oi the
' very fame Crime of which Mr, Lowther^ whom thefe Gen-
* tlemen feem determined never to forfake, was fo plainly

' convi£led, and for which he v/as fo juftly cenfured in the
* Cafe of Mr. B/enman.' This confirms what I had before

fuggefted, that Mr, Cox was thus profecuted at the Iniiiga-

tion of Mr. Lowther's Creatures and Confidents, and the Fa-

vour they met v;ith in his Profecution, and the Hardfliips

himfelf laboured under, being largely fet forth in his printed

Cafe, I thereto refer. The late Prefident exhibited Articles

againft Thomas Maxwell, Thomas Maycock^ 'John Lucia

Blackman^ William Carter^ Efqrs^ Members of the Council
j

Edmund Sutton^ 'John IVaterma)^.^ and James Dvtien^ Elqrsj

John Le Noyer, late Deputy Secretary, Pochard Carter^ Efqj

Attorney General, Henry Lafcells, Efq^ Collector of the

Cuftoms, and Robert Gihbs^ Water Waiter ; which are full

of Matter very unjuftifiable and infolent tov/ards a ch «f Go-
vernor, and did not want apparent Proofs, but they arc of

fmall Ufe to the Prefident, whofe Fate feems to have been

determined by the Reprefentarions againft him, not by his

own Vindication and the admirable Arguments of his Coun-
cil William Walker^ Efq; Jonathan Blenman^ Efq; Thomas
Baxter^ Efq; whofe Pleadings v/ould have diftinguiftied their

Learning and iheir Reafoning in Wejlminfter-Hall. But they

had no EfFed in .Mr. Worjdefs Court
.^

his Hall or Chamber,
fo ftiled on this Occafion, and after his Excellency had
heard as much on the Complainants Side, as their Council

. thought proper ; and on the Defendant's Side as he himfelf

thought fit, the definitive Sentence remained in his own
Breall, till a Petition from Mr. Cox to his E^xellency, drew
the following Declaration of it from him by his Secretary.

His Excellency commands me to acquaint youy in Anjvjer /a

your Petition^ in which ym have prayed a Copy of the Judg-
mtnt his Excellency had given in your Affair^ that upon his

hearing
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hearing the Evidences on both Steles^ he did determine that you

had aSied corruptly^ arhtirarily and illegally j and therefore he

not only removed you from being of his Mijejiy's Council here^

but aljo declared you uncapable of ever being one. And that

'twas bis farther Opinion, you ought to be profecuted in the

Manner that the Nature of the Crimes proved againjl you.

required. I am with very great Refpei5J^ Sir^

Tour mojl humble Servant,

Nicholas Hammond.

There is fomething fo dry and fliocking in this Anfwer,

that 'tis far from giving one Reafon to take Pleafure in the Su-

periority which their ComraifTion gives Colony Governors,

and Mr, JVorfeley^ by this unreafonable and ungenerous

Treatment of the late Prefidenr, made but very ill Returns

to his Party, who were moft forward in fettling upon him
that prodigious and amazing Salary of 6000 /. a Year, be-

fides cuftomary Fees and Perquifites, the latter fufficient for

his perfonal and houfhold Expences. This Salary was fo

intolerable a Burthen, that the Party, who had been moft

bitter againfl: the late Prefident, refufed to acquiefce in the

Continuance of it j and though the Governor had Intereft

enough in both Parties to prevent the Repeal of the A6t,

yet he could not prevent the almoft general Refolution of

the Inhabitants not to pay the Tax any longer, which oc-

cafioned his applying at Home for Orders to pat the Law in

full Execution j and it muft be confefiTed, that Governors

have, in fuch Cafes, found the feveral Perfons concerned ia

the iflfuing of fuch Orders more ready to join with them
than with the People, whofe Money is to go for the Dilcharge

of them.

While the Payment of thefe Thoufands yearly to the Go-
vernor went fmoochly on, that of Goverhment here went

on fmoothly alfo, till the PrefTure of that exorbitant Negro

Tax began to fqueexe out the vital Subftancc of the Planters,

whofe Eyes were buril open by it, and who could then fee

worfe Management in this Governor, than had been com-
plained of againft Prefident Cox. In the mean Time the

Plantation Merchants were very much diftrelTed in their Trade,

chiefly from the Increafe and Extent of the French and Dutch
Sugar Plantations ; which, while thofe of the Englijh were la-

bouring under high Impofts both in the Colonies and at

Home, were vifibly getting Ground upon them in IP^orks and

in Markets. They were enaWed to cncreafe their Sugar

Vol. II. G VVorks
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Works, by the great Quantities of Frovifions which they

were fupplied with by our Continent Colonies, for the Sub-

fiftence of their Hands employed in them, and they there

found Markets for their Produd and Commodities, Sugar^ >

MoiaJJes^ and Rum^ which they ftockt our Northern Pro-
**

vinces with j and by the Increafe of their Growths and Pro-

dud in their Sugar Iflands they fupplied not only France^

Holland^ G^ermany^ and the Sireights, which the EngUJ}) had

done 4.0 or 50 Years, but Ireland in a great Meafure. This

they could the belter do, for that the French and Dutch Im-
polts on their Wejl-India Commodities are light and trivial

in Comparifon with Englijh. They paid no ^h per Cent, in

their Illands, and fcarce i per Cent, at Home. They ex-

ported their Plantation Goods to what Part they pleafed,

without the chargeable and troublefom Incumbrance of firft

landing them in fome of their own Ports, which was 15 or

20 per Cent. Lofs to the Englij}i^ enough to knock any Trade

on the Head. Their Governors durft not extort exceflive

Donatives from them. Their Security was at the publick

Charge, and carefully provided for, and their Mother Coun-
tries cherifhed them as their moft dear and moil ufeful Chil-

dren. By a late Law in England^ the Planters in our Sugar

Colonies have the Benefit of foreign Markets, without the

before-mentioned Incumbrances ^ but there are flill fo many
Reftri6tions in that Law, that theTradeftill remains extremely

clogged, and is by no Mems on fo good a Footing, as is that

between the French and Dutch Sugar Colonies and Europe.

The Trade between the EngUJ]) and French in America^
.

licite or illicire, has been extended fo far, that our Sugar

lilands have deiilt wiih the French Sugar Iflands even for Su-

gar ; and I have met with a Complaint againft a Colledlor of

the Cuftoms in Barbados, for fending Martinico Sugar to

London., in Remittances for the 4- per Cent, which fliould

have been returned in the Growth of the Country, much
better than that of the Freuch lilands; and there is no Doubt,
but the Goodneis of our Commodity, and the Advantage we
have or may have of the Fi ench in the Guinea Trade, and the

Trade of the Norihem Provinces, would with like Care
and Encouragement, as the French have in their Sugar Trade,

rellore our's to its former Extent and Benefit.

Tho' the People of Barbados bore for fome Time the Ne-
gro Tax patiently, but nojt willingly, yet in the Year 1727,
their Complaints concerning that and other Grievances,

reached theReprcfentatives, In the following Year the AiTem-

bly drew up a Petition to be prefented to the King for their

Relief, which was tranfmitced to England^ but is faid to be

loft

•«727.
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oft there for want of proper Agents to folicit it; a very

hard Cafe, that an Ifland which paid io,coo /. a Year to the

un-appropriared Revenue, and 50,000/. a Year in Cufloms,

fliould lofe Redrefs of their Grievances becaufe not properly

folicired. This Affair came again ox\\k\tT(>pis in Barbados

in 1730, as will appear by the following Minutes.

At a Meetin,^ of the General AfTembly, at the Houfe of 1730*

Wil'oug'by Duffoy^ Gent, in the PariJli of St. Michael^ on
Monday \!c\^ i5chDayof Feb. 1730.

PRESENT
The Hon. Henry Peers, Efq; Speaker.

The Hon. Tho. Maycoch, Efq; John Braithvuaite^ Efq^

"John Pkhcr'mg^ Efq; Harm's Jordan., Efq;

Gelafius Mac Mahon, Efqj Philip Scott, Efq^

Samuel Palmer, Efq; Francis Ford, Efqj

Othniel Haggat, Eiqj John Bignal^ Efq;

yantes Tharne^ Efq; "John Cobharn^ Efqj

fohn JVaicott, Efq; James Buccc, Efq;

George IVorrall, Elq;

This Aflembly referred the Matter of the Peticion before- Ajftmhfy a-

mentioned to a Committee, who reported the Caufe of its f."J"Ji
'*«

Mifcarriage, as we before have related it, and added tliere- ^'•X''* r****

to the Particulars of its Contents, the principal of which we
mail not omit, becaufe we fhall there find the heft Repre-

fenration of the State of this Ifland at that Time.
Their firft Grievance is the (Jooo /. Sterling a Year to the

Governor, thus exprefled in their Petition. * When his

Excellency Henry iVorJeley, Efq; took the Adminiftration

of this Government upon him, the Gentlemen of the

Uland, having for many Years before been haraffed with

Parties and Divifions, in Hopes to put an End to the fame,

and to obtain the Redrefs of feveral Grievances, were

wrought upon to fubmit to a Settlement of 6000 /. Sterling

per Annum on the faid Governor during his Refidence here,

yet notwithftanding this extravagant Settlement, the Ifland

was fo far from reaping any Advantage from their in-

difcreet Generofity, that on the contrary, the publick Good GrUvancei

had been entirely negleded, and no Meafurcs taken to re-
«•»'?/-<"'''•/•

drefs the Grievances of the Ifland j but his Excellency and
his Creatures had thereby been the better enabled, and

more at Leifure to opprels the Inhabitants ; the Militia had

been totally negleded, the Forts, Breaft-Wcrks and Bat-

teries were gone to Ruin, the publick Stores were im-

C a bezz.le4
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' bezxled and wafted, and all Perfons in Office under his Ex-
' cellency bulied in nothing but how to raife Fortune^ from
' the Ruins of the People j' of which they give too many
Inftances to be here inferted, ; and after having enumerated

many enormous Grievances they add, ' The faid Grievances,
' and many others, tending to the impoverilliing and Ruin of
' the Ifland, were Itill the more infupportable, from the dif-

' mal Apprehenfions his Majefly's Subjects here lie under in

* Cafe of a War, the Forts and Fortifications of the Ifland

' having gone to Ruin, warlike Stores of all Kinds neceflary

' for the Defence of the Ifland being wholly wanted, and no
* Poffibility of purchafing a fufficient Quantity of Powder
' and other Stores, and the Inhabitants not in a Condition of
' bearing the neceflary Charges, either of buying Powder fuf-

^ ficient were the fame to be purchafed, or repairing the Forts

' and Fortifications, while the heavy Tax which they had for

' fo many Years paid, chiefly for his Excellency's (Jfe, was
* continued j by which Tax almoft all the current Cafli of this

* Ifland was annually brought together and hoarded in his Ex-
' cellency's Coffers, Trade was ftagnated, and the Value of
' the Produce of the Ifland was very confiderably lowered,
' to the vaft Damage of the diftrefled Inhabitants, who were
' forced to part with their Goods at any Price, to raife their

' Quota of a Tax not only heavy in itfelf, but much more fo

* in Regard of the ill EfFeds it had upon Trade and the Mar-
* kets in the Colony.'

'Tis here to be noted, that the Aflembly's chief Induce-

ment for granting that Tax to the Governor, was his Pro-

mife ' that he would be fatisfied with that Settlement, and
' make no other Demand upon the Publick during his Go-
' vernment.' But infl:ead thereof, he demanded and had ac-

tually paid him at once, upwards of 2000 /. {ox fuppofed'R.Q-

pairs of his HoUfe and Gardens, a Sum fufficient to have

bought them ; and feveral other Sums for which we mufl: re-

fer to the Petition.

The Report after this touches on a Petition tranfmitted

to England by fbme particular Perfons, reprefenting their

Grievances in general j which the Committee of Affembly

fay was oppofed at the Board of Trade by the Governor's

Agent. They alfo complain in very fignificant Terms of the

unjuftifiable Dependency of the Council on his Excellency,

of their fervile Compliances and partial Behaviour on all Oc-
cafions, to the Prejudice of their Liberties and Properties.

Notwithftanding their Remonfl:rances the Aflembly had

drawn up againfl: Mr. Worfeley\ Adminiftration, we find the

Body of the People were nptfo unanimous in it, but that the

Grand
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Grand Jury of the whole Ifland prefented an Addrefs, where-

in among other Things they fay, Tho the moji cautious and

inoffenfive Condu£f on your Exccllencfs Part has not entirely

freed youfrom Jome Attempts to make you uneafy^ yet we have

Reafon to think 7nany, who once gave too much Countenance to

fuch Proceedings^ are now convinced^ that the' fame ivere im-

pertinent and abfurd, &c. too florid and flattering for a fliort

Hiftory. It was figned by

yohn Trefcourt. Samuel Clarke.

Chrijlopher Lacy. 7"^" Bullins.

William White. Charles Burton.

Richard Dowell. William Grenidge.

Ambrofe Whitaker. Richard Alder.

Benjamin Philips. Thomas Macullock,

Samuel Johnfion. Edward Mead.
Samuel Gittens. fohn Kirton.

"John Gittens.
,

Bat what the Aflembly of Barbados fay of their Grand
Juries at this Time fliews us, that little Strefsis to be laid on
their Addrefles. After having fpoken of the Council as be-

fore-mentioned, and of new Pradlices to pack Aflemblies, they

add, ' This notorious Partiality appears not only upon Elec-

tions of Aflembly Men and Veftry Men, but alfo in their

returning of Juries for the Grand SeflTions, conflfling of
the meanefl: of the People, and out of thefe are pricked,

by his Excellency's favourite Judges occafionally made for

the Purpofe, fuch Grand Juries as twice a Year, in their

Panegyricks on his Excellency, rail at all thofe that happen
to be of Sentiments different to theirs.' We know not

what became of the Aflembly's intended Petition, but we
find that Governor Worfley removed foon after to England-^

for in the following Year 173 !, Samuel Barwick, Efq- fuc-

ceeded him as Commander in Chief in Quality of Preiident

of the Council, and fo was to continue till the Arrival of the

new Governor — Chetwynd^ Efqj It would be partial and
condemnable in us, if we mentioned what the Aflembly faid

of the Council, and funk what the Council faid of the AC-
fembly in the Council's Remarks on the Minutes of that

Houfe, touching the Excife Bill 173 1. ' 'Tis apprehended
* that no unprejudiced Perfon can look back on the Difputes
' that have happened betwixt this Board and the General Af-
* fembly for three Years pafl:, but mufl: eaflly perceive at

* leaft, that the Source of them has been owing more to the

G 3
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vain and anibitious Views of particular Men than to any

I other Caiife.'

The Difference between the Council and the Aflembly,

concerning the former's Amendment of the Excile Bill, con-

tains too many Particulars to have a Place^here ; a Claufe in

that Bill in Favour of the Attorney General, being only for

Services done by himfelf in and for the Ifland, was very juft

and reafonable, but the Claufe for Services done by Lord

Micklethwaite^ iffc. as Secretaries for the Ifland, for Services

done in an Hland where they never were, and never v/ere

likely to be, do not feem to Hand on fo good a Footing as the

Attorney General's, who had frequently and perfonally Cgna-

lixed himfelf in its Service. John Eignal, Efq; Member of

the Aflembly e^^cepted again ft this Claufe in thefe Words, Js

we have not been allowed hitherto to know the Nature and

State of thcje Demands^ we cannot in "JuJIice to the People %ve re-

prefent^ confent to let any of the publick Money be direSiedtoihe

Payment of them. This refers to the Council's infifting upon

it, that the Aflembly fliould pa& the many Claufes in their

Amendments in the lump, without inquiring into the

Ufes or Proportions of the feveral Payments. Whereas no-

thing is more obvious, than the Reafon and Equity of the

Aflembly's PrecenMons to know and be fatisfied with the faid

Ufes and Proportions. I here meet with no Anfwer to fuch

Exceptions as rhefe, on the Side of this or other Colony Af-

femblies in the like Cafes, but Mandations, Letters from

England, which leaving the Equity and Reafon of the Thing

ftill with the Reprefeniative of the People, out of whofc

Properties the Money demanded is to be raifed, I cannot here

enter any farther into a Dilquiiition of the Matter.

Before Mr. /Ar/>/i7 left /?ar(^<?J(7), a Petition was prefented

him by Mr. llilliam holford^ complaining of feveral grievous

J.xadtions and Extortions of Oliver Kennedy, Efq; Deputy

Provo/i Marfljal And here it is to be noted, that the moft

beneficial Places in the Illand are patenteed to Perfons living

in England^ and are rented and executed by Perfons living in

Barbados^ who remit yearly many Hundreds, if not Thoufands,

to their Principals in E;igland ; where it has the EfFedt which

Soil taken Irorn one Ground to cultivate another always will

have, the enriching the latter proportionably .to the Im-
poverifhment of the former. The Renters of the Patents

being fcrcwed up in their Rent to as high a Pitch as the feve-

ral Oflices will bear, make no Scruple to ufe their utmoft

Dexterity towards enlarging their Fees and Perquifites at the

Expence of the aggrieved Inhabitants, whofe Judge is the

Governor, who holds his Commifliojion the fame Foot, as

the Aggreflbrs hold their Patent. Mr,
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Mr. Worjelcy with great Formality referred Mr. Holford\ ^rocccdi„gt

CommiOion to rbomas Golkf, Efq^ Chief Baron of the Ex-
X'l'^'^/'"

chequer, Othnicl Haggat^ Efq; Francis Vcmghan^ Efq; MarJhaU

yo/epb Pilgrim^ Efq; George Foher^ Efq; 'John Reeves^ Efq;

Chief Judges of the Common Picas, Henry Dodfworih^ Efq;

Judge of the Admiralty, and Jonathan Blemnariy Attorney

General;- Perfons well qualified to determine the Righc

and the Wrong, in that or any other Caufe whatfoever. Ac-
cordingly they took a great deal of Pains in examining Hol~

ford's Complaints, and found that he had been egregioufly

abufed by Kennedy, in fraudulent and unlawful Extortion of

Fees from him, and one no lefs than 22 /. of a poor Widow for

laying out of a Dower, when fcarce half of that Sum was his

Due ; but we have no Room for Particulars, and therefore

fhall only mention, that the Gentlemen determined in their

Report, that he had enhanced the Marflial's Fees in various

Articles : But I do not find that Mr. Holford had any pecu-

niary Satisfaction for the Damage he fuffercd by it, and am
fenfible of the Difficukiealany particular Perfon in our Co-
lonies will have to ftruggle with, thatfeeks forRedvefsof Pa-

tent Grievances by the Arbitrament of a Governor.

Mr. Worfeley did not find the People of Barbados fo ready

to pay his enormous Salary of 6000 /. a Year, as they wcre-

to fettle it upon him, and when he returned to England^ near

20,000 /. of it was in Arrear. Happy it had been for the

Barbadians^ if that Arrear had been demandable by fuch Go-
vernors as the Duke of Portland ox'LoxdHow^ but the De-
faulters here were by particular Orders from Home, profe-

cuted in the fureft Manner of Procefs, which falling into the

Hands of a Gentleman perfedlly well acquainted with the

Circumflances of the Inhabitants and the Intereft of the

Ifland, he with great Capacity and Succefs obeyed the Or-
ders he received, and remitted to England 1 7000 /. of that

enormous and hated Salary, the bad EfFedls of which were
a main Caufe of the Steadinefs of the New-England Affembly,

in oppofing the ftated Settlement of an annual Salary on their

Governor a Native, and not likely to fend away the Treafures

that were given him.

Mr. JVorfeley returning to England^ the Government fell Samuel Bar«

of Courfe to the Prefident, Samuel Berwick, Efq; Prefident p;^;^^^^*"
of the Council, whofe Name and Family had been of Dif-

tinction in this Ifland from its firlt Settlement under Gover-
nors and Aflemblies. This Gendeman's prudent Manage-
ment, prepared the Way for that good Agreement and Har-
mony, which made the Lord Howe's Government fo eafy and
happy to himfelf and the Barbadians. NovV it was, that

G 4 the
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the famous Ifland Addrefs, entitled, TZ^^ humble Petition of

the Planters, Traders and other Inhabitants of your Majefty's

Ifland of Barbados, was tranfmirted to England^ fetting

forth the Advantages of their Trade and Shipping to the

Kingdom of Great-Britain, the Caufcs of their Decay, and

fome probable Means of retrieving them. The main Caufe

is contained in the following Words.

That within thefe ftw Tears, great Improvements have been

made by the Dutch and French in their Sugar Colonies, and

great and extraordinary Encouragements have been given to

them, not only from their Mother Countries^ but alfo from a

pernicious 'frade carried on by them to and from Ireland, and

the Northern Britifli Colonies; and the French do nowfrom the

Produce of their own Sugar Colonies, effedually fupply with

Sugar not only France itfelf but Spain alfo, and a great Part

of Ireland and the Britifh Northern Colonies, and have to

fpare for Holhnd, Germany, Italy, and other Parts of Eu-

rope : And the French and Dutch Colonies have lately fupplied

the Northern Britifli Colonies with very large ^antities of

Jldolaffes, for the making of Rum and other Ufes, to the vaji

Prejudice of your Majeflfs Sugar Colonies. As Rum is a

Commodity, and which next to Sugar they mofily depend upon^

and they have in Return for fuch Sugar, Rum and Molaffes,

Shipping, Horfes, Boards, Staves, Hoops, Lumber, Timber

for Building, Fijh, Bread, Bacon, Corn, Flower, and other

Plantation Necefl ^-ics, at eafier Rates than your Majejlfs

Subjecis of the. Sugar Colonies have. For the continual Sup-

plies received by the Dutch and French from the Britifli Nor--

them Colonies, have enabled them to put on and maintain a

great Number of Slaves o;;. their Plantations, and to enlarge

their Sugar Works, and make new Settlements in new fertile

Soils ; and at the fame Time cofi little, being noiv purchafed

chiefly vjith Molaffes, which before this late Intercourfe between

the foreign Colonies and the Northern Britifh Colonies, were

flung away as of no Value. They then reckon up the Advan-
tages of the French and Dutch Sugar Colonies over the

Britifh, as that they pay inconfide rable Duties, as but i per

Cent, for the Sugars they carry dirediy to Spain. 8cc.To remedy
fuch Evils, they propofe a Prohibition of foreign Sugar^

Rum, Molaffes, is'c. from being imported to Ireland and thq

Britifh Northern Colonies, till they have firfl: been imported

into Great-Britain, or that the Britifh Sugar Colonies may
be at leaft on the fame Footing with them. Since this Pe-

tition was confidered in Englarid, fome Steps have been taken

for the Relief of the Sugar Iflands. As 6 s. Bounty on the

Re-exportation of refined Sugv. The Liberty of importing

Rum,
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Hum, ^c. diredly into Ireland. Foreign Sugar, Rum and

Molaires entirely prohibited from being imported inzo Ireland^

unlefs fhipped in Great-Britain. A high Duty is laid on all

foreign Sugar, Rum and MolalTes imported into any of our

Northern as well as Southern Colonics. Liberty to carry all

Sugars diredlly from our Plantations to all the foreign Parts of

Europe under certain Reflridtions, which probably will be

repealed when this A4atter is reconlidercd by the Legillature

;

as I. Excluding Ships built in our American Plantations ; an

unfpeakable Detriment to the Colony, and confequently to

the BritiJJ) Navigation. 2. Taking out Licences in Great-

Britain only ', a great Incumbrance and Delay on the Sugar

Trade, 3. Ad Owners of Ships in this Trade to reftde in

Great-Britain, or the Sugar IJlands. 4. All Ships hound to

the Northward of Great-Hritain ia enter firjl there., which be-

fides the extraordinary Charge and Delay of Time, may very

oftenlofea Market.

On the nth of April 1733, the Lord Howe., whom his 175?-

Majefty had appointed Governor of Barbados., arrived there ^qI^^^*^
in the Rye jMan of War, and was received in as grand a

Manner as the (hort Time they had to prepare could admit of;

and on the 17th he met the Ailembly at Pilgrim^ and made
them a very handfom Speech, the Promifes of his future

good Government.

A fliort Time before his LordAiip's Arrival, a News Paper

was printed and publiflied at Bridge-Town by Samuel Keimery

lately a London Printer. It was called the Barbados Gazette^

and came out every Wednefday.

Lord HGive's prudent and engaging Behaviour foon re-

conciled all Parties in AfFedion and Regard for his Pcrfon
and Government : The Emulation among the Inhabitants

feemed to be who could give the greatell Marks of their

Love and Obedience to his Perfon, and of Duty and Service

to his Government. They looked back on the turbulent

Times of former Governors, with a Pleafi ire which Men who
haveefcaped Shipwreck take in furveying the Storm they were
in, from the Shore. My Lord Howe was continually pref-

fing the Reprefcntative to be Vv'atchful for their Safety, and
zealous for the Increafe of their Trade and Welfare, to which
he was always ready to contribute whatever lay in him. The
Allembly chearfully fettled on him 4000 /, per Annuni^

which his Lordl'hip as chearfully fpent amongft them with a

large Addition out of his own Revenue in England.
We have feen in New York., to what the Severities of

Governors may drive them againft the Prefs, and there
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was now an Attempt to have Keimer the Printer of the Bar"

hados Ga-zette fined without any Trial by the Court of Sef-

fion, for fome Offence given in that Paper to a Gentle-

man who had publiflied fevcral Mercantile and Plantation

Schemes, v/hich had produced Animadverbons upon fome

of them enough intemperate, but not Matter of Procefs at

Lawj however a Prefentment was ready drawaup for the

Grand Jury to fign, under Pretence that the Paper had refleded

on the Chief Juftice, who denied he knew any Thing of it, and

the Matter dropped, and it was not likely that any irregular

Proceeding could pafs in (o mild and equal a Government as

my Lord Howe's ; Of which every Heart and Tongue ia

Barbados was full, except thofe of a Set of Men who are

feldom eaiy themfeU^es, or would fufFer any to be eafy about

them; for we lliall fee by the following Addrefs of the

Aflembly, that ic was the Praditioners in the Law only who
exprelTed any UneaHncfs in the prefent Adminiftration : after,

the greateil ExpreiTions of Thankfulnefs, Duty. Refped:,

and AfFedion to his Excellencyj they fay in their Addrefs,

fiiUick Grievances^ ?ny Lord, let them be in what Perjons,

Statio/is, or Profejjions j'ocver^ ought to be enquired intOj and

proper Retnedies agreeohle io Jii/Jice be given. Tour Excel-

lency's Condu^l manifelUy evinces, you intended no viore by

the late Enquiry concer-nitig the Lawyer^ Fees, &C. 'Twas a i

fenlible Pleaiiire to us, fince we were to find fome Oppofi- 1

tion to this excellent Governor's juft and wife Adminiftracion,

that it fhould come from that Quarter which has ever been

moft produdive of Difcord.

During the Government of Lord Hoive, there happened

a Quarrel at Br'idge-Totvn, between Mr. Gelafms Mac Mahon^

and Mr. Thomas Keiling, in which feveral Perfons were

engaged on both Sides, and a Scuffle enibing, Mr. Keiling

was unfortunately killed. Mr. Alac Mahon having been very

adive in the publick Differences for feveral Years paffed, the

Ifland was divided in their Judgments on this Event, and in

their Hopes as to the Iflue of it. Mr. Mac Mahon, Mr.
Theophilus Morris, and 'John Laurence, quitted the Ifland

on the preferring a Bill of Indiiiment againfb them and

Mr. William Perry, The latter was feized and imprifoned,

and having petitioned for a Trial, was brought to the Bar

of the Grand Seflions; but the Attorney General being ready

to make it appear by Affidavits, that Ibme ill Pradices had

been ufed in tampering with feveral of the King's Evidences,

and that one of them was adually enticed away and carried

off the Ifland, the Trial was put off by Confent of thofe

that appeared in Behalf of the Prifoner, without reading the

5_
Affidavits -^

*r34-
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Affidavits; whereupon the Prifoner's Council moving that

he might be admitted to Bail, the Court was plealed in Re-
gard to his ill State of Health, and the Circumrtances of Kis

Family, to admit it, and accordingly he gave four Securities

in 5000/. each, and himfelf in 10,000/.

About this Time Mr. Chrijiophcr Gilimor^ a Romijh'^ J^"""'!^

Prieft, made a publick Recantation of the Errors of
^^'^Qp^roufilnu

Church of Rome^ and embraced the Protefiant Religion ac-

cording to the Dodrine of the Church of England ; declar-

ing his Aflent and Confent, ^c. in due Form, in the

Church of St. Adichaers before a numerous Congregation,

and a Certificate of ic was iigned by

J. Blenman, HOWE,
Tho. Funckes, William Johnfon, Reilor^

Recorded in the Charles Game, Church-Warden^
Secretary's Of- J'ifper Young,

fxe the 2'^d of Tho. Withers,

y«^ 1734. Jofhua Brook, Curate,

William Duke, Tho. Harriibn.

Dep. Seer.

While the People of Barbados were flattering themfelves

of being many Years happy in Lord Howe, he was fuddenly

taken ill of a Fever, which held him fix days j the Diflem-Lor/f iiowe

per took feveral different Turns, fo that their Fears were'^'"*

mixed with Hopes, which however were of very fhort Du-
ration, and March the 27th, 1755, he expired in the 37th

Year of his Age, to the unfpeakable and univerfal Grief of
the Inhabitants of this Illand, who were all thrown into out-

ward and inward Mourning. His Lordlhip lived with them
almoft two Years, and in that fliort Time gained the Love
of the People more than all the preceding Governors had
done from its Settlement, to the prefent State of thelfland:

So much of this Subjedt is faid in their printed Papers, of one
of which above 20,000 were difperfed in the Sugar Iflands,

that we cannot pretend to copy it, but refer thereto, and
how the Rcprefentative of the People behaved on this Oc-
cafion will be feen by the following Minutes.

At a Meeting of the General AiFembly Tuefday the 22d
Day of j^pril 1735.

PRESENT.
The Honourable Henry Peers, Efq; Speaker.

The Hon. John Bignall, Efq^ Saviuel Palmer, Efq;

John
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yohn Green, -^ William Jeves

j

Vhomas Waterman, ) Enoch Gretton,

Edward Brace, v E| 'JohnLyte,

yohn Cumbcrbatchj f ^ yohn Cobha?n\

WilUom Gibbons, V The Hon. J . 5r«f^;

y. Waterman, ^

James Dot- To whom yames Doftin, Efqj who as Prefident of the

'^Frf^dlit.
Council, fucceeded in the Government, made a Speech,

which began thus

:

Gentleraen,

T Ittle did I imagine before our Meeting, to return an An-
-*-^ fwer to our moft worthy Governor's Speech on the calling

' of that AJfembly, we Jhould be deprived of that inefiimable

Life on which our Hc^ppinefs fo much depended. A Governor

pojjeffed of his amiable andjhlning Qualities, which he exerted

equallyfor the Honour of his Royal Mafier, and the true In-

terefi of this Colony ; as he well deferved the Favour of his

Sovereign, fo he ?nerited every Thing from us, that we were

capable of doing to him.

We were indeed fully fenftble of the Blcjfing, being fatisfied

that his Prefence gave Life and Vigour to all our ASiions, and
'tis certain that without him, we mu/i have defponded under

9ur Misfortunes ; but his Chearfulnefs, and the Means he was
incejfantly contriving for our Benefit, raifed our Hopes, and
made us evenforgetful of our own Condition, Sec.

Former Governors, the longer they remained with us, ufually

became the lefs refpedfed ; but the Lord Howe daily encreafed

in our Affe£lions : But while we are regretting our Lofs, let us

not forget to pay that Regard which is juflly due to his noble

Family. Her Ladyjhip, whofe prudent Condu6i and mojl

engaging Behaviour raifed the Adrjiiration, and equally engaged

the AffeSiion of the Inhabitants, demands our rmre imtnediate

Confideration, and calls for all the Afftjlance in our Power to

alleviate her great AffliSfion.

Though we made the bejl and largeji Settlement on his Ex-
cellency, the Circumjiances of this Ifiand could afford, yet it

was notfefficient to anfwer his Expences here. The Charges
he was neceffarily at in coming over hither, and that which
her Ladyjhip will be put to in returning will be very great^

whereby injiead of receiving an Advantage by accepting of the

Government, a Lofs will rather accrue to his Family, whic^

furely th( JPftblick ought not tofuffer. It is but too manifejih

4 ^"J'
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lofi his Life in the Service of our Country. Befides^ as we
were prevented (by his own exprefs Dire^ions) from ex-

pending a large Sum at his Funeral^ our Gratitude ought to

be /hewn in another JVay.^ by the Provifon I would recommend

to you, to make for the Payment of his LordJl)ip\ Debts here^

and for the Ufe of her LadyJJnp.

Then the P'relidenc laid before the Houfe a Bill prepared

for that Purpofe, entitled, Jn A£i the better to manifeji the

Gratitude of the People in this IJland^ for the Benefits they

receivedfrom the ju/i and prudent Adminiflration of his late

Excellency^ &c. and the fame was read and palled NcTjiine

Contradicente.

After which the Houfe appointed a Comnnittee to bring in

a Bill to fettle the Fees of the feveral Officers of the Ifland,

and ordered that the Hon. fohn Bignall^ and fames Brucc^

Efqrs; Samuel Palmer^ John Lyte^ and fohn Green^ Efqrsj

do bring it in.

By this Act, 2500/. was given to her Ladyfliip for
^„^°^J}^''*'^

the Ui'es before-mentioned. Her Ladyiliip foon after Howe,

embarked on Board a Merchant Man with her Daughter and
the Corpfe of her late dear Confort, and the Captain of the

Man of War, then ftationed at Barbados, very generoufly

offered his Service to attend her Ladyiliip fome Days fail on
her Way, and the Merchant Man in which iTie went arrived

in England in 34. Days. Prefident Dottin behaved to the

General Satisfaction of the People of Barbados, and was
himfelf very well fafisfied with an Appointment of 600 L a
Year only granted him by the AfTembly.

This fliews us what a vaft Difference there is between
the Charge that a Governor is to an Ifland, and that of a

Prefident. Governor Worfeley had ten times the Salary that

Prefident Dottin had, and yet gave not the loth Part of
the Content which the People had in this Prefident's

Government.
Ten Weeks after Lord Howe's Death, Mr. Gelafms Mac =f7;y-

Mahon returned to Barbados, and furrendered himfelf to
the Provoft-Marlhal ; on the 12th of fuue 1735, he peti-

tioned for a Trial, but the Attorney General Ihewed to the
Court that the Petitioner, from the Circumllances of his

Cafe, was by no Means entitled to the Benefit of the Royal
Inftrudion in Purfuance of the Habeas Corpus Adt, on Ac-
count of his having gone off the Ifland and avoided the

Juftice of the Court for two feveral grand Scilions before,

and that if the Prifoner had propofed to be tried, he iliould

have fignified it fooner, and ought to have petitioned for it

the firll Day of ScITions. But Mr. Actoxney perceiving the

Court
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Court generally inclined to a Trial, declared, that although

he had a Right to put it off, he would notwithftanding im-

mediately order the Witnefles to be fummoned, and if pof-

fible try the Prifoner next Day. Accordingly it was expcd-

ed that the Trial of Mr. Mac Mahon would have come on,

and there was a great Concourfe of People to hear it, as

might well have been expected confidering the Prifoner had

been an Affembly Man j but in calling over the WitnefTes

that had been fummoned, it appeared that one of them was off

the Ifland, and two more not attending, the Trial was defer-

red. The Prifoner then moved that he might be bailed,
_

which was oppofed by the King's Council ; but the Court

were pleafed, ' after hearing Arguments on both Sides, to admit

him to Bail j and accordingly the Hon. John Frere^ the

Hon. Thomas Jpplewaite^ George Hannay, and Robert IVar-

ren, Efqrs; became his Sureties in 5000 /. each, and himfelf

in 10,000 /,

His Trial came on afterwards, and the Jury was fo tender

to him, that they only brought in their Verdid Manjlaughter.

In the Beginning of the next Year Prefident Dotting fum-

moned a new Affembly, which confiiled of the following

Members.

For the Par'ifb

St. Michael

Chnjl-Church.

St. Philips.

St. John.

St. George^

St. Jojeph.

St. Andrew,

St. Lucy.

St. Thomas.

St. James,

St. PeterSi

of 5 The Hon. Henry Peers, Efq;

t The Hon. John Bignal, Efq^

J Francis Ford, Efqj . .

i George Hannay, Efq;

5 Enoch Gretton, Efqj

I Ralph Weeks, jun. Efq;

c Samuel Palmer, Efq;

\ Henry LeJJie, Efq;

C Edward Brace, Efq-

\john Lyie, Efq^

C Tlmnas Waterman, Efq;

\ John Waterman, Efq;

C Hon. James Bruce, Efqj

\ William Jeeves, Efq;

3 Hurdis Jordan, Efq;

c The Hon. William Sandford^ Ef^j

5 John Cobham, Efq;

c Jojh. Cumberbach, Efq;

{Reynold Alleyne, Efq;

Phil. Gibbs, Efq-

5 John Pickering, Efq;

1 William Gibbons, Efqj

Tho
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Thefe Members made choice of Henry Peers, Efq; to be

their Speaker, to which Station he had been annually elecled

ever fince the Year 1727, the Duties v./hercoF, it is univer-

fally allowed, he has difcharged with the ftricteft Honour and

greatelt Abilities. A Gentleman defervedly of fo great an

Iiitereft in the Illand, that it would be difficult for any Mem-
ber to be ele6led, if he fliould be pleafed to declare he

thought him unworthy of it.

In the Year 1739, Prefident Doff in refigned the Adminif- Robert

tration to Robert Byng, Efq; who arrived here with the Cha- ^yng, £%
raaer of Governor. This Gentlemen had the Misfortune

^"^'J'^'^^'
to have the fine Equipage he had provided for this Voyage

taken by the Spaniards, and the Afl'embly of Barbados very

generouily prefented him with 2500 /. to make good that

Lofs j but being unwill'.ig to come into fuch a Settlement of

Salary as he inlifted upon, it occauoned fome Milunder-

ftandihg between him and them, which however was not of

long Continuance, nor had any ill Confequences, that Matter

being happily compromiied j but he lived not long in his

Government, being taken ill and dying about a Year after his He dku

Arrival- upon which Prefident Doftin re-afTumed the Go-
vernment a third Time : But thefe Events have happened fo

lately, that we have little Information, and ctnnot enlarge

farther upon tlicm, but muft not omit, that fo great Care
and Diligence has been ufed of late in repairing and improv-

ing the Fortifications that the lUand is now in a good Poiiure

of Defence.

The following is ^ Li/} of the Chief OfHcers Civil and
Military now in Employment at Barbados.

M E M B E R S of the C O U N C I L:
"

Hon. James Dottin ^ Efqj Prefident. "John Gallop, Efq;

Ralph IVeeks^ E{q; Charles Dunbar, Efq*

'John Frere, Efq; Abel Dottin, Efq;

I'homas Maxtvell, Efq; Thomas H.rrijon, E{q;

Thomas Jpplewbaite, Efq; John Maycock^ Efq;

Richard Salter, Efq; Reynold Hooper, Efq;

Deputy Secretary, and as fuch Clerk of the Council, Samuel

Husbands, Efq;

Clerk of the Afl'embly, miliam Duke, Efq;

JUDGES,
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JUDGES.
Honourable Jajnes Bruce^ Efqj for the Bridge.

Ralph JVeeks^ Efq- for Oijlinh.

Francis Vaughan^ Efq; for the Hole,

'John Terrylj Efq; for Speighfs.

John Bignall^ Efq; for Scotland.

Chief Baron of the Exchequer^ Hon. Tho. Harrifon^ Efq;

Attorney General, Thomas Baxter^ Efq; in the Room of

Jonathan Blenman^ Efq;

SoUicitor General, Edmund Jenkins^ Efq;

Judge of the Admiralty, Hon. John Fairchild^ Efq; on Mr.
Blenman\ leaving the Ifland.

Treafurer, the Hon. John Bignall, Efq;

Collector of the Cuftoms for the Bridge, Edward Lafcelles

Efq; who is alfo Agent Vidualler.

Surveyor General, Hon. Charles Dunbar, Efq;

Provoft Marfhal, Thomas Stevinfon, Efq;

Agent for the Ifland in England, John Sharpe, Efq;

CommifFary to the Bifhop of London, the Rev. Mr. William

Johnfon^ Rcdlor of St. Michael's, who dying lately,

the prefent Redlor is the Rev. Mr. Huxley.

Lieutenant General, was Henry Peers, Efq; but Governor
Byng removed him, and put Thomas Applewhaite, Efq;

in his Room, who had been Major General.

CHAP. n.

A Geographical Defcription of the Ifland, with its

Towns, Forts, Fortifications, Ports, Harbours,

Rivers, Publick and Private Buildings.

*^ H E various Accounts that are given us of the Situation
^ of Barbados, obliged us to be very exadt in examining

it by the latefl Surveys that have been taken of the Ifland, and

comparing them with the Informations we received from the

Inhabitants of the Place.

Ligon fays in his Hiftory, it lies in 13 Degrees, 30 Minutes

Northern Latitude; and where 'tis longeft, is fomewhat

above 28 Miles in Length ; and where 'tis broadefl, 17 Miles

in Breadth : Which Dfefcription agrees exactly withrthe Map
that was printed with this Book,

'
' An
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An anonymous Author, who pretends to have been on the

Spot, fays, it lies in 13 Degrees, 20 Minutes, Northern

Latitude, is 24, Miles long, and in fome Places 15 A4iles

over.

Monfieur Robbe, the famous French Geographer, fays,

it is fituated in 17 Degrees North Latitude, and is above

30 Leagues in Circumference.

The lail printed Survey of this Ifland makes it to be fitu-

ated between the 13 th and 14th Degrees of North Latitude.

The South Part lying in 13 Degrees, 10 Minutes j and the

North Part in 13 Degrees, 27 Minutes j being in Length

from the Point, below Carevfs Plantation in the South South-

Eaii", to the Spout below Dczvden's in the North North-

Weft, 21 Miles: And from NeedhaTns Point to Conger

Rock, 12 Miles over, and about 75 Miles in Circumference,

The Latitude is right, and fo is the Breadth of the Ifland
;

but we are alTured by Gentlemen who have often travelled

from OJiins in the South Eaft, to Cluff's Bay in St. Lucfs
Parifh in the North-Weft, that 'tis full 28 Miles long ; which,

reckoning the Breadth at 12, and multiplying the one by the

other, makes 336 fquare Acres of Land) in all 215,040
Acres.

But this Calculation, however juft it may be found to be

according to the Rules of Arithmetick, will certainly deceive

any one that fliall furvey it ; for the Ifland does not contain

in all above 100,000 Acres : And this vaft Diminution pro-

ceeds from the Inequality of the Breadth j in the North-

Weftern, where it is narrowcft and that in the South-

EafternPart of the Ifland, where it isbroadeft.

Barbados is the moft VVindwardly Ifland of all the Cha-

ribbee Iflands, Tobago excepted, as fome will have it; of an

oval Form, broad towards the South End, growing narrow

to the North, with a bending in on the Eaft Side.

The neareft Iflands to it are St. Vincent and St. Lucia,

At St. Vincent^ the EngUJh had formerly a fmall Settle-

ment. This Ifland may be feen from Barbados in a clear

Day. The neareft Part of the Continent to it is Surinam^

about a Day and a half's Sail off of it. The Euglijh were

once in PoiTeflion of that Country, but the Dutch difpofTefs'd

them ; and the former have not thought fit to require to be

reftored to their Plantation.

The Country in general \% gradually rifing, level in {bm«
Parts, and in others, fome high Hills, affording moft lovely

Profpedrs all over the Ifland, wich a continual Verdure.

Vol. II. H lo
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In the Defcription of Barbados, we fliall begin with the
Capital, the Bridge-Town j and from thence proceed from
one Parifhto another, over the whole Ifland.

The Bridge-Town was at firft called St. Michael's, from
the Name of the Parifli- Church, which is dedicated to St.

Michael the Arch-Angel. 'Tis fituated in the Latitude of
12 Degrees, 55 Minutes, in the inmoft Part of the Bay,
commonly called Carlijle Bay ; and the Choice of the Place
to build this Town upon, feems to have been diredted more
by Convenience than Health : For the Ground thereabouts
being a little lower within Land than the Sea-Banks, the
Spring Tides fioW over, and make a great Part of the Flat z
Bog, or Marfh : From which there ufed formerly to afcend
noxious Vapours, that contribufed very much to the Un-
healthinefs of the Place; but the Inhabitants have fince

drained the Flats, and defended it fo well from the Influxes

of the Sea, that they are not much troubled with thofe un-
wholefom Fumes, which before corrupted the Air, and bred
Difeafes.

The Bog or Morafs, which is now on the Eaft Side of the
Town, is occafioned by the Freflies or Floods that fometimes
overflow the whole Town; whicH lies at the Entrance of a
Valley, that runs feveral Miles into the Country, and is called,

the Valley of St. George.

There was a fmall River, that fome Years ago fell into
Carlijle Bay, at the Bridge. It was very commodious for.

the Planters and Merchants, being deep enough for Sloops
to go up about a Mile into the Country : But now 'tis quite
choked up ; and wi||iout the Inhabitants be forced to get
it cleared, is like t^remain fo ; no Body thinking it their

Bulinefs or Intereft to fet about fo necelTary a Work, unlefs
the Government gave them due Encouragement.
The Bridge-Town^ or rather City, is certainly the fineft

andlargeftin the Ifland. It contains 1200 Houfes, built of
Stone ; the Windows glazed, many of them faflied j the
Streets broad, the Houfes high, and the Rents as dear in
Cheapfide.^ in the Bridge, as in Cheapfide in London.
The Wharfs and Keys are very neat and convenient ; and

the Forts to the Sea fo ilrong, that there Vi^ould be no taking
it by Force, if they were as well manned and furnifhed with
Ammunition as they ought to be.

The hrll of thefe Forts Weftward, is James Fort, near
• Stewart's Wharf. 'Tis mounted with 18 Guns. In this Fort
the Lord Grey, when he was Governor of the Ifland, builc
a very fine Council-houfe. Next to this is TVilloughbfs Fort,
built on a fmall Neck of Land, that runs out into the Sea.

a !Tis
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*Tis mounted with 12 Guns. The Coaft of Carlijle'^2iy,

from this Fort to Needharri's, is fortified by three Batteries.

Needham's Fort is mounted with 20 Guns.

Above this Fort, and more within Land, the late Gover-
nor, Sir BevUl Granvi/Iy began the Royal Citadel, in Ho-
nour of our Sovereign Queen AnnSj called St, June's Fort.

This will be the ftrongeft in the whole Ifland, and ftand the

Country in above 30000/. Sterling.

The Aflembly were frightened into fuch a vaft Expence,

by Advice that Monfieur Herbcville was making vaft Pre-

parations at Mart'mico to attack Barbados^zs he really intended,

but durft not venture to make any Attempt upon it : So the

Storm fell on St. ChriJ}opher''s and Nevis j the latter of which
Settlements he entirely deftroyed, as will be related elfe-

where.

There is a fraall Fort of eight Guns to the Eaftward of

the Town j which is thus fecured from any foreign Invafion,

or home Tnfurredionj and it is this Security which makes it

the ricbell: Town of the Charibbees. The Merchants Store-

houfes are here fafe ; and both thofe, and the Tradefmens
Shops, as well furnillied as the Shops and Ware-houfes in

London.

The Church in the Bridge-Town is as large as many of our

Cathedrals. There's a?i Organ in it as fine and as big as

moft in England. There belongs alfo to it a very good Ring
of feven Bells lately put up, and a fine Clock.

Here are feveral large Taverns and Eating- Houfes, and a

Poft-Houfe for Receipt of Letters from all Parts. There
have been, in this War, Packet-boats employed monthly by
the Government, to carry Letters to and from the Wejl^

Indies.

CarTijle Bay, at the Bottom of which the Bridge fiands, is

a very fpacious one, and capable of containing 500 Sail of
Ships. There was a Mole in it before the late dreadful Hur-
ricane: It ran out from "James Fort into the Sea; but that

terrible Tempeft entirely ruined it, in the Year 1694..

One may judge of the Populoufnefs and Strength of this

Place by the Number of its Militia, which are no lefs than

1200 Men, for the Town, and St. MichaeVs, Precin6t:

They are called the Royal Regiment, or the Regiment of
Foot- Guards. Here the Governor, Council, and Aflembly,
hold their Seflions, the Court of Chancery is kept, and all

the publick Affairs of thisllland generally tranfaded.

In fhort, if this Town flood in as healthy a Place, as it

does in a fafc and advantageous one, 'twould be the beft of

H2 thf
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iheBignefs mher Majefty's Dominions, as it is the wealthieft.

On the Eaft Side of the Town is a Magazine-houfe, built

of Stone, where the Stores of Powder for the whole Ifland

are always kept under a good Guard. From the Bridge^

about four Miles up in the Country, ftands the Parifli-Church

of St. George^ in a delightful Valley.

And in the Way about a Mile from the Town, the Aflem-

bly has ordered a ftately Houfe to be built for the Governor's

Refidence. 'Tis called Pilgrim'Sy from the Name of the

Proprietor of the Land on which it ftands. And a Mile and

an half from the Bridge^ to the Southward, is Fsntabdl,

which was ufually the Seat of the Governors j the Ifland

renting the Houfe for that Purpofe of the Owner Mr.
Tyalrond.

From the Bridge to Fontabell^ along the Shore, there's a

Line fortified with a Parapet j and at Fontahell z Battery of

lo Guns. From Maxuiel, near the Chaces^ there runs a-

long a Ridge of Hills to Harrifon^s, the farthermoft Weft-
ward Plantation. The Line is continued from Fontabell to

Chads Plantation : Under which there is a Batcery of twelve

Guns ; and from thence, along Melloius's Bay, are great

Rocks and fteep ClifB, which have naturally fortified the

Ifland againft any Invader.

On Mellowis Bay is a Battery of 12 Guns, and from

thence Entrenchments, till you come to the Hole-Town, vul-

garly called the Hole.

The Hole lies 8 Miles fi-om St. George's^ and 7 from the

Bridge. This is a pretty Town, and confifts of a Street

which comes down to the Water-fide, and thence leads up
into a long one, that forms the Town. There are about 1 00

Houfes in it. The Road is good, and lies commodious for

the Planters in St. Thomas's Parifli, to fhip off their Goods.
It has a regular and handfom Church, dedicated to St.

fames; from whence it is fometimes called James-Town.
Every Month the Seflions is held there for St, James's Pre-

cinct ; and, for the Defence of the Port, there is a Fort,

mounted with 28 Guns, and a Battery of 8 Guns at Church-

Pointy near St. James's Church,

From the Hole to St. Thomas's Parifli to the Eaft, is a Mile

and an half; and from St. Thomas's to Speight's Town on the

Coaft, about 6 Miles.

The Line is ftill continued along the Shore, from Church'

Point to Col. Allen's Plantation ; under which there is a Fort

of 12 Guns, that goes by the Name of ^eens Fort. From
whence the Line and Parapet are carried on to Reid's Bay,

where there is a Fort mounted with 14. Guns. The En-

4 trenchment
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trenchment is thence continued to ^coCs Plantation; under

which there is a Fort of 8 Guns, And from thence to Baily\ ;

by whofe Plantation there is a Battery. From Baily% it is car-

ried on to Benfons Battery of 4, Guns. From Benfonh it \%

continued to H/athcot^s Bay : Upon which fbands a Fort,

mounted wich 18 Guns, near Spaght'sTov/n; for the Secu-

rity of which it was eredled.

Speight's Town lies about 3 Miles and an half from the

Hyk, and was at firft called Litiie Brijiol. It is the moft

confiderable Place in the Illand next to the Bridge. It con-

lifts of one long Street, called Jew-Street ; and three others,

that lead down to the Water Side; the whole making above

3ooHoufes, It was much frequented by the 5'//?^/ Men
when it was firft built. The Planters in Scotland ufed to fend

their Goods thither, to be (hipped ofF for England ; which

occaGoned the building of Store- houfes, and a Concourfe of

People ; and that in Time railed the Town to a flourilhing

Condition ; but the Bridge has lately drawn moft Part of the

Trade thence, and the Place is falling to Decay.

There is a fair Church in it, dedicated to St. Peter^ which

gave Name to one of the 5 Precinds of the Uland ; and

here the monthly Seftions are kept for this Divilion. The
Town is defended by two Forts, befides that to the South-

ward on Hiathcot\ Bay. One of them ftands in the Middle

of the Town, and is mounted with 11 Guns: The other at

the North End, mounted with 28 Guns.

Near this Town one Mr. Hancock built or gave a Houfe

for a Free-School. Whether it was endowed or not we can-

not tell; but we are better informed of its prefent Condition,

which is going to Decay, if not already a Heap of Ruins.

The Parilli of St. Peterh is fo large, that there's a Cha-

pel of Eafe built, and named /ill- Saints^ two Miles and an

half up in the Country, near that which was Hollowafs Plan-

tation. This Chapel is fo large and beautiful, that it is dig-

nified with the Name of a Church by the modern Surveyors,

but it belongs to St. Pder's Parilli; the Minitter there ferv-

ing both the Cures.

From Speigk's-Town the Line and Parapet are continued

to Macock's Bay, in Length 3 Miles and an half. There is

a Fort lately built on that Bay; and from thence about 2

Miles up in the Country, is St. Luc/s Parifh. The Church

dedicated to St. Lucy is new built of fawed Stone, very hand-

fora and regular.

From hence to the Northern Shore is' a fine Champaign

Country ; and along the Coafts, from Macock's Bay to

J^ambtrCs Point, there are feveral little Bays, each fortified

Hi by
.
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by a Fort, for the Length of about 4 Miles, from Lamheri^s

Point all round the Northern Shore to Deeble's Point.

And thence, to Ojiitis Town in rhe Eafl:, the Ifland is

fortified naturally by very high Rocks and fteep Cliffs, which
make it impracHcable to land there ; from Confet Point to

South Point the Cliffs are very '.Igh and contiguous. The
- Sea alfo is fo deep under the Shore, that there's fcarce any

Ships Cable can reach the Bottom, at leaft fo as to ride the

VefTeli indeed 'tis all fo rocky that there's no approaching it.

We muft now furvey the Inland Parts of the Windward
Shore; where, 5 Miles from St. Lucys^ we find the Parifli-

Church and Precin6t of St. Andrew's, lituate in that Part of

the Country called Scotland. St. Andrew's Church is a regu-

lar, beautiful Edifice; and the Alrar-piece was painted by

Monfieur Birchet^ one of the beft Matters in London^ but is

not yet put up.

There's a Ridge of Hills in Scotland, the highefl Part of

which is called Mount Helkhy, and is efleemed the highefl

Ground in the Ifland. From the Top of this Place the Sea is

to be feen all round it ; and out of thefe Hills rifes the Ri-
ver, that is thence called Scotland River, which fells into the

Sea near Chaulky Mount^ forming a Sort of Lake, about a

Mile from the Shore.

In this Part of the Ifland there's a running Soil, which
foraetimes runs away with a Foot of the Surface of the Earth

after 'tis planted, to the great Lofs of the Planter.

From St. Andrew's Parifli to St. Jofeph\ along the fame
Shore, is about -^ Miles and a Quarter. In this Parifli rifes

yofeph River, the chief in the Ifland : Its Source is in the

Cliff' near Davis's Plantation ; and it falls into the Sea below
Holder's, after it has had a Courfe of about 2 Miles from its

Head. Some pretend, that both this and Scotland River,
by the foaking of the fait Water in Spring-Tides thro' the

Sand, are fometimes a little brackifh, which is not true.

But at other Times the Floods overflow the Paftures and
Plan rations about them, fo much, that it has been very diffi-

cult for Travellers to pafs.

Befides thefe two Rivers, there are Springs of frefh Water
in almoft every Planration: For dig where you will, to any
Depth, you are fure to meet with a Spring ; from St, Jo-
feph's, along the fame Coafl: to St. John's, is about 3 Miles
and a Quarter. In this Parifli is that Part of the Ifland call'd.

The Top of the Cliff", near which flands Drax-Hall, one
of the iirfl: Spots of Ground that was planted : And the

Owner Col. James Drax^ from a Stock of 300 /. raifed the

greatefl Eftate of any Planter of his Time, or lince.

About
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About 3 Miles and a Quarter to the Southward of St.

Johr's, lies St. Philip's and St. Andrew's. A Ridge of Hills

runs from JVakoncrs to Middletoil's Mount j and thence to

Haidirgs in St. Georges. This Part of the Illand was the lall

inhabi-cd of any, except Scotland. For thirty Years after

the Evglijh ftrll iertled upon it, there was no Plantation from

Codringtjn's Bay, a'l along the Coaft, and feveral Miles up

in the Country, till you come to Cotton-houfe Bay near OJfin'i.

Indeed moll: Part of the Windward Parifhes were not then

cleared of the Woods. Scotland was the firft planted ; and

now 'tis as rare to meet a Wood from St. Lucfs to St. OJlins,

except in Scotland^ as it was then to meet with a Houfe.

From St. Philifs to Chri/l-Church is about feven Miles.

This Church is at 0/?/«'s Town, which derived its Name
from one 0/lin ^ whofe Plantation was near the Shore, and

being a mad extravagant Fellov/, the Place became famous

on his account, and fo was called OjHn's^ together wich the

Bay; This Town fometimes goes by the Name of Charles-

Toiun-^ but 0/iiris is that by which 'tis beft known.

The Town Bay is flanked by two good Forts j one to-

wards the Sea, and the other towards the Land j a Platform

being carried from the one to the other, for the Benefit of

Communication. That towards the Sea is on the North-

fide of the Town ; and before St. Anne''s Fort, or the Royal

Citadel was built at the Bridge, this was the befl: in the

Ifland, being mounted with above 40 Guns. The other

Fort, which ftands at the South End of the Town, is mounted

with 16 or 18 Guns. Both of them are a fure Defence to the

Place, which is about the Bignefs of the Hole, and is builc

in the fame Form; one long Street and a Lane in the Middle.

'Tis one of the five Precindsof the Ifland, and is a Market-

Town as well a^ the other three Towns, and has, like the

refl:, a Monthly Seflions held in it. It lies about fix Miles

from the Bridge, and four and an half from St. George's.

From the Southward Fort the Line and Parapet reach as far

as the Royal Citadel.

Little Ijland is a Mile and an half from it, near a Quar-

ter of a Mile from the Shore. It lies off Allen and Carters

Plantation : And about a Mile in the Road, from OJiin's to

the Bridge, ftands the late Mr. Piers's Seat and Plantation,

famous for having the beft Gardens in the Ifland, adorned

with Variety of Orange-Walks, Citron Groves, Water-

works, and all the lovely and pleafant Fruits and Flowers

of that delicious Country, as well as with the moft curious

of our own,
H 4r Thus
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Thus we have gone over the whole IHand, and there re-
mams now cnly to mention fome remarkable Places and
Thmgs, which we forbore taking Notice of in our way, be-
caufe we were loth to interrupt the complete Survey we were
making of the Country, as 'tis divided into Parifhes.

Befides the Bays we have named, there are River Bay, Tent
Bay, Baker's Bay, on the Windward Coaft :'

Skull Bay
Foul Bay, MilU Bay, Long Bay, and Womens Bay, in the
Eaft : between Deeble's Point and Q//z«'s, Six Mens Bay
to the South-Weft

; and Cliff'-. Bay the moft wefterly in the
Ifland. There are many more little Bays, which either have
no Name, or bear that of the Owners of the Plantations
next to them.

There are alfo fome large Brooks that are honoured with the
Names of Rivers, as that at Hockleton Cliff in St. Jofeph\
Parifh, which runs into the Sea, about a Mile from the
Mouth of Jofeph's River; Hatches River near Haynes\ in
bt. John's Panfli. There's another River in the Thickets,
in St* ?hilif% Parifh ^ but the Stream is fo weak, it can't
reach the Sea. There are feveral Pools befides, by which
the Inhabitants are fupplied with Water, as alfo by Ponds
and Draw-wells. Thefe are on the Windward or North
Coaft. The only Water that is allowed to ufurp the Title
of a River, on the Leeward, or South Coaft, is the Indian
River, between the Bridge-Town and FontabelL and this
looks much more like a Pond than a River, but in great
Floods It falls into the Sea, and that is enough for it to pre-
tend to that Honour, The Fortifications, of which we have
given fo particular a Defcription as to their Length, confifl:
of a Line and a Parapet, which goes from Fort to Fort The
Parapet is ten Foot high, made of Sand ; before it is a deep
Ditch, and for the Security of it a Hedge of Thorns, of a
prickly Plant, whofe Prickles are very long, and if they get
into the Flefh, make a very dangerous Wound
The Strengch of this Ifland and its Situation, being the

Wmdwardmoft Ifland of xkit Charibbees, give it many Ad
vantages

^ by which it has, in all times of War, been the
Means of preferving the reft of the Englijh Leeward Settle,
ments from the Infults of the Enemy, till the laft fatal
Blow given by Monfieur Herberville.

The Inhabitants of this Ifland, as they have taken a great
deal of Pains to fortify it, fo they bad a great deal of Rea-

T^?T ,°. '','• ^""^
;^ '[^' "°^ ^^^ "^h^ft Spot of Ground in

the World, 'tis only becaufe the Induftry of the People is
jiot enough encouraged. . ^ ^

To
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To return to our Defcription of the Country : There are

feveral vaft Caves in it ^ Ibme of them fo large, as that in

Col. JlUti's Plantation, that they will hold above three hun-

dred Men. Others are paflable half a Mile or more, under

the Ground ; and there's one in Col. Sharp's Plantation, that

has a Stream of Water running in it above a Quarter of a

Mile from its Mouth, like that in Okey-Hole near If^ells in

Somerfetjhire. To thcfe Caves the Negroes often fly from

the Fury of their Mafters, when they are confcious tothem-

felves, that their Guilt deferves a fevere Punifhment. They
hide themfelves there fometimes for Weeks together, and

never itir out but at Night. Thefe Cavities are very un-

wholefom, becaufe of the Damps. 'Tis thought the Cha-

ribbeans lived in them, when they inhabited this Ifland

;

but 'tis a Queftion whether any Charibbeans ever lived there

or not.

There are few publick Buildings in Barbados. The
Churches, Council Houfe, and the Governor's Seat, are

all that can properly be fo termed. The Churches are all

handfora, regular Buildings of Stone, the Pews and Pulpits

are of Cedar, and all the Ornaments as decent as any where

in the Britijh Empire.

The private Buildings are not fo ftately as one would ex-

pe<5t from the Riches of the Planters. There are many high

Houfes, and fome low ones ; for fuch as built immediately

after the Great Storm in i6'j6. were fo apprehenfive 06

another, that they lowered their Buildings ; but thofe who
have built fmce them, not having thofe Apprehenfions, have

raifcd their Houfes to three and four Stories high, and the

Rooms are as lofty as in England. Hung Rooms are very

fcarce here j for the Walls are fo damp, occafione^ by the

Moiftnefs of the Air, that the Hangings would foon rot.

The Planters ftudy Convenience more than Magnificence ia

their Buildings, which are generally neat, and fit for the

Habitations of Gentlemen: They are tiled with Pantiles

j

and the Out-houfes and Negroes Huts are covered with

Shingles.

What other things relating to it are worth Obfervation,

will fall under other Heads; and we fhallclofe this withtha

feveral Divifions of the Country, as it is divided into five Pre-

cindls, containing eleven Parifh Churches, and one Chapel

of Eafe,

In
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^ In St. Michael's, or Bridge Precind, are.

St. Michael's, ")

St. George\ and > Parities.

St. John's, J

In St. James's, or the Hole Precind^

|<^St.7Ws, andlp^^.^^^^

\] St. Thomas s, i

In St. Peters, or Speight's Precind,o,
to

St. Peter's, with 7
All-Saints Chapel, and V Parities.

In the Weft,] St.Z«r/s>

In St. Andrew Overhil's, or Scotland Precind,

IntheNonh,||/;^^-;.-'^}Parifl,es.

In OJiiii's Precind.

IntheEaft,{^f|^4^,f^

CHAP. III.

Of the Climate, Soil, and its ProduSions.

TI Aving thus given a Geographical Account of the Ifland in
-*-*

its prefent State, wd come now to treat of the Soil,

and its Produdions.

We may itnagine, that this muft be one of the moft fruit-

ful Soils in the World, fince at the firft ufing it with Sugar

Canes, it brought forth a confiderable Crop yearly, from
three Years to nine, without farther planting, but only

weeding, and keeping it clean. Though 'tis not now quite

fo fertile as before, (and how can it be expeded after it has

been fo much worn ?) 'tis yet fo apt to produce, that with a
little cultivating, it ftill brings forth a Treafure that feems

fcarce credible to fuch as are not acquainted with the Trade
of
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bf the Ifland, every Acre, one with another, yielding 10 y.

a Year Profit to the National Stock of EnglarJ^ befides whac

the Planter get?, and the many thoufand Mouths that are

maintained there and here out of it. 'Tis blelFed with fuch'

a productive Faculty, that few Soils, if any, exceed ic.

Some Parts of it are however poorer than others • as about

the Bridge^ the Earth isfandy and light- and in Scofland snd
St. George's Parifh, near Mount Helieby, and Middleton

Mount, the Mould is rich. In m-oft Places 'tis a light fpungy

Mould, yet fo fertile, that it bears Crops all the Year long.

The Trees, Plants, and Fields are always green ; fome of its -

Productions always in Bloffom, and Fruit on others always

hanging on the Trees ; there being at once to be feen in this

Ifland the verdant Beauties of the Spring, and the mature
Glories of the Summer.
The Inhabitants are always planting or fowing, but chiefly

in May and Noveinber^ which are the Seafons for fowing

and planting Indian Corn, Potatoes, Yams, i^c.

There was at firft no particular Seafon for Sugar Canes, all

were thought to be alike favourable to them • and indeed

they thrived wonderfully • but lince the Ground has wanted
cukivating, by being fo much worn for fo long time, the

Seafon for planting Sugar Canes is from AuguJ} to the latter

end of "JanuaryJ as will be lliewn in another Chapter.

This Commodity is , the chief of its Productions ; the

others are Indigo, Cotton, and Ginger, There was former-

ly Logwood, Fuftick, Ligmm yitct^ and there are llill V'a-

riety of Trees, Plants, Fruits, and Herbs.

Of Trees. The Phyfick Nut is much talked of, being,

fays Ligon, of lb poifonous a Nature, that no Animal will

approach it, and therefore 'tis made ufe of in Fences. He
adds, it grows 18 Foot high ; which is not true, for rarely it

grows above eight or nine Foot high, and is generally reckon-

ed a Shrub, not a Tree. There's nothing poifonous in it,

but the Leaf in the Nut j which, like other Phyiick, if

taken to Excefs, might be mortal ; but if ufed moderately^

is only a gentle Purge. This Nut is often eaten. Leaf and
all, and Beafls browfe often near it, though not upon it.

The Pcifon Tree is as big as the Locuft^ and looks very

beautiful. Its Juice, 'tis faid, will flrike a IVIan blind, if ic

happens to get into his Eyes : and 'tis reckoned very unhealthy

to fland under its Shade
j

yet of this Tree the Inhabitants

firft ufed to make their Sugar Pots, afterwards of Cedar, and
now of Earth.

Though the Sap of the CafTavia Tree is Poifon, yet the

Planters make Bread of the Root of it for their Negroes

:

They
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They grate it, and prefs the Liquor out of it as clean as pof-

fible, then bruife it, bolt it, and bake ic, for the ufe we have

before-mentioned ; and this Caflavia Bread is reckoned one

of the moil nourifhing Foods they give their Slaves.

Coloquintada bears a beautiful Fruit. The Rind fmooth,

of feveral Colours, as the green, murry, yellow, and Carna-

tion in ftreaks. This is noc very common now.

Cadia Fiftula, a Tree of the quickeft Growth of any, ic

having been known to rife eight Foot high in a Year's time.

The Pulp of the Fruit of it is Phyfical, and made ufe of by

the Apothecaries in England for its purgative Faculty. The
I^eaves in Form are like a Beach Tree.

The Tamarine Tree was firft planted in Barbados^ abouc

threefcore Years fince, being then brought from the Indies ;

as was alfo the Palm Tree, famous for the Wine and Oil it

produces.

Lowth. Dr. Stubs writes, that he was credibly informed, there was
^hidg. a Palm Tree in this Ifland 300 Foot high j but I am as credi-

^ ^^
'
^' biy informed there never was any fuch thing.

The Fig Tree bears a fmall Fruit, little regarded by the

Inhabitants. Its Trunk is as large as an ordinary Elm. The
Cherry is lefs; its Fruit ufelefs ana infipid, Theie Fig Trees

fhoot Beards or Fibres ou: of the main Trunk, which root

in the Ground again .; and (0 continuing to grow on, would

make a Grove of itj'elf, if fufFered ; this is what Monfieur

Zt^;-'. ;-i his Defcription of the Ifland of Diego Ruys, by

Miftake calls the Pavilion or Tent Tree ; for that Ifland

being aDefert, it had Room there to grow to what Bignefs it

could. The fame are to be met with in Guinea.

The Citron is a fmall Tree, but bears a large Fruit, the

Weight of which often pulls it down to the Ground j the

Stalk is of a darkifli Colour, the Leaf Hke that of a Lemon,
of a dark green Colour. With the Rind of this Fruit the

Ladies of Barbados make the fineft Cordial in the World j

that which is imported for Sale is not fo good as what they

keep for their Ciofets j which, they taking Care to have all

the Ingredients good, is infinitely above the choiceft Waters

iit Pbi/ips'sj and the Z,V^« de Barbade^ as the nice People

affed to call their Citron Water, would without doubt be

cfteemed more than any of his coftly Cordials, did it not

come from our own Plantations.

This Tree alfo, by the Peel of its Fruit, furnidies the

Planters with another valuable Commodity, their Succais, or

Sweatmeats; which are extraordinary good, and excel any

the Confedioners make in London, when they are well pre-

pared : Indeed, in the Art of confcrvipg and prefcrving,

the
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the Barbados Ladies outdo the beft in England-^ for which

they have the Advantage of the finell Sugar, and the fineft

Fruits that Nature produces, and abundance of excellenc

Leaves, Roors, ^c. to pickle, which are equally wholefom

and picquant.

Orange Trees thrive wonderfully in Barbados, and the

Planters there may as eafily have Walks of Orange, Lemon,
or Citron Trees, for Avenues to their Seats, as the Country

Gentlemen, in the Counties about Londcn^ have Rows of

Lime j or of Elm Trees, at a greater Diftance from the

City. And when we coniider that thefe T'recs are almoft al-

ways either covered with Blofltms, or loaden with Fruit, we
cannot but envy the Inhabitants the Pleafure of thele delight-

ful Walks and fragrant Shades, where the Evening Breezes

fcatter a thoufand Sweets, and perfume the Groves with Va-

riety of odorous Smells. The Defcription of the Elyfian

Fields, the Garden of the Hefperides^ and all that is lovely

and charming in the Fi6lions of the ancient Poets, are but

faint Images of this real Paradife ; and 'tis impoflible to

keep v/ithin the Bounds of the Gravity of an Hiftorical Stile,

when we treat of fuch a tempting Solitude.

They have all forts of Oranges and Lemons, fweet, four,

and Scvil, in Abundance ; the Fruit of which is large, and

the Juice delicious ; the China is not fo apt to furfeit, as thofc

that come from Spain • the Fragrancy of the Lemon Juice

is as remarkble, as the Beauty and Bignefs of the Fruit.

The Lime Tree in Barbados is like a Holly Bufh in Eng-
land. Fifty Years ago the Planters made Hedges of them
about their Houfes j and their Prickles ferved for a Fortifi-

cation againft the naked Negroes. It grows feven or eight

Foot high, full of Leaves and Fruit ; the former like thofe

of a Lemon Tree j and the Fruit rcfcmbles a Lemon (o

much, that at three Yards Diftance they can't be diftinguifh-

ed one from another. The Juice of this Fruit, fince Punch
has been fuch a fafliionable Drink in England, has fold in

great Quantities at good Rates, and is now a flaple Commo-
dity, fome Tuns of it having been imported at London^ and
other Ports of England and Ireland^ in a Year.

The Prickled Apple bears a Fruit in Form like an Ox's

Heart. Its Leaf is like that of a Walnut-tree ; 'tis of a pale

green Colour, and tafteslike a mufty Lemon.
The Pricked Pear is of a better Tal-le and Form ; it re-

fcmblcs a Greenfeild Pear j the Rind of it, near the Stalk, is

of a pale green Colour, ftreaked with yellow 'tis larger at

the End than in the Middle ; the Body of it is of a fine Red,
ftriped with prickled Spots of yellow i 'twill thrive if planr-

ed
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ed on a Wall, and the Fruit \% as pleafant as a Straw-

berry.

The Pomegranate is a handfom Tree, the Leaves fmall,

of a green Colour, mixt with Olive ; the Fruit not fo large

as the Spanijh. Here are alfo the Sourfop, which is fpoken

of in Jamaica
J
the Sugar Apple, and Shaddocks, which is

a fort of Orange \ the Fruit is as big as a Melon, or rather

bigger. China ^ or Svveet Lemons, are frequent here, and

China Limes ; but not of fo much Ufe or Profit as the other.

There are feveral other Trees and Shrubs that bear Fruit

alfo, of which the moft valuable are the Papa^ fo fofr, that

when the Trunk of it is as big as a Man's Leg, it may be cut

down with a Knife; the Fruit is boiled, and ferved inftead

of Turnips with fait Pork.

The Quaver^ according to Mr. Ligorij refembles a Cherry-

tree ; the Fruit of it is as big as a fmall Lemon ; the Rind as

thick *as a Lemon's, but foft, and of a delicate Tafte. It

enclofes a pulpy Subftance, full of fmall Seeds like a Fig,

fome white, and fome of a ftaramel Colour within ; the

Fruits have different Taftes; and we are told, that if the

Seeds are eaten, where-ever they are evacuated again, they

grow, which in the Infancy of the Settlement did Mifchief

to the Plantations ; for the Cattle eating them, dropt thetn

again every where, to the great Incumbrance of thePafl-ure-

Ground.
This Fruit is like a Quince, and the Tree has been known

to bear at half a Foot high, as well as at 18 Foot high. It

makes the bell Gelly and Marmalade in the World, both

much beyond that of the Quince.

We muft: not omit the Coco-Tree, which grows 20, 30,
or 4.0 Foot high j the Branches flioot forth in feveral parts

of the Trunk, with Spaces betv/een them. It bullies pretty

much at the Top, and the greateft Quantity of Boughs

growing there, occalion the Coco Tree's always ftooping.

The Nuts grow where the lower Branches fprout but, and

are of feveral Sizes, moft of them as big as a large Foot-

Ball ; the Skin of them is green without j they have a pulpy

Subilance between that and the Shell, which when it is dry,

as like Hemphurds, or the Rind of the Mangrave-tree, whofe

Bark being well ordered makes flrong Ropes ; the Shell of

the Coco is near half an Inch thick j thofe that gather them

cut a hole at the End, as big as a Crown-piece j 'tis full of a

clear delicious Liquor, which has been reckoned not very

wholefom, but lately 'tis found otherwife ; the Shell

is lined with a Subftance as thick as itfelf j 'tis white, and as

fvveet and foft as a French Walnut j this Shell ferves fome-
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times inftead of Cups to drink out of, and in England arc

adorned for that purpofe with a Rim of Silver.

The Reader muft diltinguifh between this Tree, the Coco
and the Cacao-Tree, of whofe Nuts Chocolate is made ;

which Tree is of late cultivated very much in Barbados
;

and the bcft Chocolate I ever drank in my Life was made
of the Nut, that grew in Apejhlll Plantation.

The Planters of this Ifland finding it thrives as well there

ViS in Jamaica^ or Hijpaniola, v/ill no- doubt take Pains to

faife it. The Fruit being one of the moft valuable Com-
modities that comes from Jmerica^ we fhall treat more par-

ticularly of it in the Hiftory of Jamaica.

The Cuftard Apple bears a Fruit as big as the largefl:

Pomewater • 'tis of the Colour of a Warden : It muft be

kept a Day after 'tis gathered, before it fliould be eaten • thea

thofe who eat it, cut a Hole big enough for a Spoon to en-

ter at the End, and the Pulp of it is fo like a Cuftard, that

thence it took its Name.
This is Ligori's Defcription j but he is not always to be

depended on : For the Colour of this Tree is a fine clear

Red ; and the Fruit is fo ordinary, that none but the Ser-

vants and Negroes eat it.

• The Macow Tree, remarkable only for its Figure, being

ftuck all over with Prickles : 'Tis about the Size of an or-

dinary Willow j neither Man nor Beaft dares touch it. Here
Ligon draws us into an Error again, for 'tis as high as a Coco
Tree, fome of which are about 40 Foot high.

The Mangrave Tree is a Shrub, but fpreads itfelf to a

great Width. It drops a Sort of Gum, which hangs together

like Ificles, one Drop after another, till it touches the Ground,
where it takes Root, and encreafes the Bulk of the Tree.
If all this may be reckoned to be one Tree, the Mangrave
will hide a Troop of Horfe j which however may be better

faid of the Fig-tree before-mentioned. The Indians make
Ropes of the Bark, and Threads as fine as Flax, to weave
Hammocks.
The Calibafli Tree bears a Fruit as big as a Coco, round

as a Ball, and of a fine green Colour. It grows fo clofe to
the Trunk, that till 'tis pulled or cut off, one can perceive no
Stalk that it has. The Shells are employed for feveral Ufcs,
according to their leveral Sizes j fome for Diflies, fome for

Cups, fome for Bafons, and the largcft for Pitchers and Pails
j

there being many of them that hold 2 or 3 Gallons.

There are other Trees that bear Fruit, as the Anchovie
Apple, the Date Tree, the Poifonous Cane, and the Bay
Tree, ^e. But not defigning this for a Natural Hiiloiy,

vvc
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we ftiall tire the Reader no farther about the Fruit Trees and

Shrubs.

Of all the Trees in the Ifland, the Cotton Shrub might be

made to turn to nioft Advantage, as will be feen in the Chap-
ter of its Trade. It grows up to the Heigth of a Peach Tree;
the Bark is of a brownifh Colour, the Leaves fmall, divided

into three Parts: It bears a Flower about the Bignefs of a

Rofe, under which there are three little Green fliarp-pointed

Leaves that encompafs it round. This Flower conlifts of 5

Leaves, of a bright yellow Colour, that have feveral purple

Streaks towards the Stem, and a yellow Button or Crown,
furrounded with Fibres of the fame Colour. The Flowers

are fucceeded by a Fruit of the fame Colour, as big as a

Walnut Shell j when 'tis ripe 'tis black on the Out-fide. In

thefe Pods the Cotton is contained ; and as foon as they are

ripe they will open of themfelves, the Sun cracking them.

The Cotton Tree is of no Ufe ; it grows vaftly big, and

very tall, bearing Pods 5 Inches thick, when they are ripe

;

and the Sun cracking them, they open, and out flies the Cot-

ton ; 'tis very fine. People wait for it, or gather it before

the cracking, or 'twould be loft : 'Tis excellent for Quilting.

The Timber Trees in Barbados are as follows : The firft

and faireft of the Foreft is very common there, and that is

the Cedar Tree ; 'tis the moft ufeful Timber in the Ifland,

flrong, lafting, light, and proper for Building. There have

been great Quantities of it fent to England^ for Wainfcot-

ing Stair-Cafes, Drawers, Chairs, and other Houfliold-Fur-

nirure ; but the Smell, which is fo pleafing to feme, being

ofFenfive to others, added to the Coft, has hindered its com-
ing fo much in Fafliion, as otherwife it would.

The Leaves of this Tree are like thofe of an Afli j it grows

fometimes to a prodigious Bignefs, and the Timber has fold

fo well, that Col. Alleyne made 400 /. of one Tree, a Sum
hardly credible to an Englijh Reader ; but the Truth of it is

not to be queftioned, the Author having received the Infor-

mation from a Gentleman of Worth and Honour, and nearly

related to Mr. Jlleyne.

The Maftick Tree grows to a vaft Heigth, fome 60 Feet

high, and in Bignefs proportionable. The Timber of it is

ufed for Wind-mill Work ; as is alfo that of the Bulley Tree,

which is fomething lefs, and bears a Fruit like BuUace iiiji

England, whence it takes its Name; and the Locuft Tree,

growing in Form like a Tufcan Pillar, thickening at the Foot,

and leflening by Degrees to the Top of it. The Timber of

itislafliing, and ferves for many Ufes in Building,

There's
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There's the Baftard Locuft, the Iron Wood, fo called from

its Weight and Hardnefs j it grows very tall, blofibms twice

a Year, in March and September ^ the Wood is of a dark

red Colour : The Lignum Vitae Tree, Red Wood, Prickled

Yellow Wood, and the Palmetos, the Lcfs and the Royal

Palmeto j the Lefs Palmeco grows about 50 Foot j the Royal

Palmeto from 100 to 300, and is one of the moft {lately

Trees in the Univerfe. Ac 12 Years Growth 'tis about 17
Foot high ; at 40 Years Growth 180 Foot; and at an 100
Years Grovvth, when in Perfedtion, 300 Foot high, and but

three Foot Diameter; the Bufh or Head 80 Foot round;

the Leaves are 1 8 Foot long ; and yet tb.e Roots are no big-

ger than Swans Quills, nor the Fruit than French Grapes,

The Plants that grow in Barbados are Ginger, whofe
Root Hioots forth Blades, in Shape not unlike thofe of Wheat
wherj 'tis ripe. The Roots are dug up and fcraped by the

Negroes, to clear it of the outward Skin, and kill the Spirit,

btherwife 'twould be always growing. Thofe that have not

Hands enough to fcrape it, are forced to fcald it; which
Ginger will prove nothing near fo good as the other, 'twill

be as hard as Wood ; whereas the fcraped Ginger is white and
foft : And accordingly fcalded Ginger is fold 40 per Cent.

cheaper than fcraped.

Red Pepper, of which there are two Sorts ; one of them
fo like a Child's Coral, as not to be difcerned from it at two

, Yards Diftance. The Colour of it is a Crinifon and Scarlet
' mixed ; the Fruit about two Inches long. The other, or the

Bonnet-Pepper, is of the fame Colour, and fhines as much,
but 'tis fliaped like an old falhioned Cloak Button. The Qua-
lity of both the one and the other is the fame, and both are

fo ftrong, that when they are broken, there comes forth fuch

a Vapour, as will fet all who are near it a Coughing, after

the Pepper is removed. The Spaniards love it to feafon their

Sauces, and it has fuch a violent Houghgoe with it, that

Garlick is faint and cool to it.

There are alfo Cucumbers, Melons, 16 Inches long.

Water Melons, like an Apple for Colour, cooling, and good
for the Stone. There are Grapes, but not fo good, and in

fuch Quantities, as in the Northern Colonies.

The Plantine Tree, or Shrub, bears a Fruit, which the*

it is not very delicious, yet is of as great Ufe as any in the

Illand, being the moft nourifhing Food that the Negroes ear.

It is of a fwift Growth, and the Manner of it extraordinary j

three or four Sprouts come out of one Root, and one of
them getting the ftart of the reft, keeps its Superiority, and
is always uppermoft. This Sprout fhoots up from the in-

Vol. II. 1 tcrior
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terlorPartof the Stem, and as it grows the Ouc-Leaves harig

down and rot, but new ones come forth in their Places;

they rife up like a Pike, as the Palmetos do ; and as the Sun

opens them they become Leaves.

When the Plantine Tree is 8 or lo Foot high, it is at its

full Bignefs, and then the Leaves are fo too ; after which they

fhed no more. The Fruit grows much like a Long-Boat's

Grapling-Iron ; it is Yellow when it is ripe. The Negroes

don't love it fo well then, as while it is Green ; they then

boil it, and eat it : The Englljh eat it only when it is ripe,

^ firft peeling it. It is a pleafant, wholefom, nourishing Fruit.

The wild Plantine refembles the other, only it is of a Scarlet

Colour, the Leaves not fo broad, and the Fruit good for

nothing.

The Banana is like the Plantine in the Body and Leaves,

excepting that the Leaves are fomething lefs, and the Body
has here and there fome blackifh Spots ; it is of a faint Co-
lour, with the Mixture of the Afh j the Fruit ftands out-

right, like a Bunch of Puddings, each 4 or 5 Inches long;

it is fweeter than the Plantine, eats well ftewed or preferved,

both in Look and Tafte not unlike a Quince. The Negroes

don't like it fo well as the Plantine, becaiife it is fweet, they

they having an Averfionto fweet Things, if my Author is not

mifiaken, for I am informed they are very far from hating

Sugar.

In the Fruit, when it is cut, as you do the Root of Fern

to find a fpread Eagle, you fee the lively Reprefentation of

Chrift upon the Crols, the Head hanging down, the Arms
extended to a full Length, with fome little Elevation, and the

Feet crofs one upon another.

Thus feveral Authors have written ; but I have been told

by feveral Gentlemen, that there is no Manner of Repre-

fentation of a human Figure ; it is true, there is a Sort of a

Crofs, and Fancy may fupply the Want of the Reprefentation.

The laft and beft of all the excellent Fruits we have nam'd,

is the Pine, the moft beautiful and pleafant of all Nature's

Produdions. The Fruit is almoft of the Colour of an

Abricot not fuil ripe, it eats crifp and fliort as that does, is

full of Pores, and thofe of fuch Forms and Colours, as ren-

der a lovely Sight to the Eye, and are tempting to the Tafte.

It would never endure bringing to England^ tho' frequent

Trials have been made to do it. The Smell of this Fruit is

extremely fragrant; the Tree never grows to be above

4 Foot high, and the Fruit is fometimes 14 Inches long, and

6 Diameter. There are two Sorts, the King and Queen
Pine, and both painted with fo many different glorious
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Colours, that it makes a moft charming Profped: to the

Eye.

The Tafte of it is wonderfully picquant, fliarp and fweet

alternadvely, and both in a very high Degree. The Pleafure

it gives is lb delicious, and at the lame Time fo refrelliing,

that it tranfporxs the Perfon who taftes it.

There are many other Plants proper for Phyfick or Food;
as Aloes, which is a beautiful Plant; the Leaves are four

Inches broadj and a Quarter of an Inch thick, and a Foot
and an half long, with Prickles on each Side. Out of thefe

Leaves, when they are cut, the Aloes iffue. The Trees in

this Ifland continue green all the Year; and at whatever

Time they are lop'd and cut, they fprout out again.

The fenfible Plant is common in Barbados, which when
you touch it clofes its Leaves, and in a little Time will open
again. The Humble Plant, and the Dumb Cane are fre-

quently met with here; alfo moft Sorts of EvgViJh Pot-herbs

and Roots thrive. Leek- feed will not come up, nor Rofe-
trees bear Flowers.

Mr. Ligon tells us this, which is however a Miftake; for

there are as good Leeks in Barbados, as in England, and fine

Damask and Provins Rofes all the Year round.

Thefe Herbs were all carried thither; for when the firft

Planters landed, they found nothing of that Kind but Purce-

lain; with which the Place was then fo over-run, that it

was thrown away as a Weed. They have Potatoes in Abun-
. dance, and Yams, which is Part of their Slaves Food.

Tho' there are few Flowers in the Ifland, there are fome
very lovely ones; fuch as the White Lily, which grows

fpontaneoufly, and is a fairer Flower than the Englijh; the

Red Lily is of the fame Bignefs, neither of them fweet.

The St. Jago Flower is very beautiful, but of a naufeous

Smell.

The Paflfion Flower takes its Name from the Pidure of

fome of the Inftruments of our Saviour's Paffion there re-

prefented; they creep along the Ground like Ivy, if they

have no Tree to grow up by. This Flovi^cr in Barbados is

known by the Name of, the Vinegar Pear Flower, and is

ufed to run over Arbours, as we do Honey-Suckles here ; the

JVater Lemon Floiuer is put to the fame Ufe. And as to

other Flowers, there are few or none, the Heat of the Soil

being too fierce for the cultivating lliings' of ib delicate a

Coniiitution.

The Four a Clock Flower, fo named, becaufe it always

opens at Sun-fet ; it is in England called the Meriieille de

Piru . It grows in Tufts, the Leaves in the Form of a Heart,

I 2 the
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the Point turning back ; the Flower bigger than a Primrofe,

and of the fineft purple Colour that ever Eye beheld. The
,

Seed is Black, with an Eye of Purple, fhaped like a Button,

and fo hard, that it might ferve for the fame Ufe,

There is a Root in the liland, the Name of which I can-

not learn, but fuppofe it to be the Tarns ^ the Seeds were

brought thither by the Negroes, and planted there in little

Hills as big as Mole- Hills. When it llioots forth its Stalks

they turn down the Ground on each Side, and then there grows

up a Stem, not unlike Afparagus, of a purple Colour ; which

being gathered, and eaten as a Sallet, with Oil, Vinegar, and

Salt, is a tolerable Sauce, where no better is to be had. The
Root isalfogood boiled with powdered Beef and Pork, eaten

"with Butter and Vinegar ^ the Cabbage which they call the

Seven Tears Cabbage^ and is much fweeter than ours, when
it is ripe, fhoots forth many Slips, which being tranfplanted,

produce others, that grow to be as fair, and as large, as if

they rofe from the Seed. But the common Cabbage is not

fo much minded, as otherwife it would be, on Account of
the Cabbage-Tree, which grows 20 or 30 Foot high, and

bears a Flower of pjjoportionable Bignefs, refembling a Cab-

bage in Form and Tafte.

Edches is a Plant, the Pulp of v/hofe Stalk they eat, as

we do Artichoke Bottoms, and it is every whit as good.

We muft not clofe this Chapter, without taking Notice of
the Withies, which formerly crept among Bullies, and fattened

on the Trees, but now are quite rooted up : They bear a

beautiful and odoriferous Flower ; but if they got into a

Plantation, they crept about the Ground like Horfe-Radifh ;

and if not taken up, which was very difficult, ruined the

Growth of the Canes.

I'here are all Sorts of Pulfe in Barbados, in very great

Plenty, and excellent in their Kind. Apples and Pears never

thrived there, nor many of our Shrub Fruits, as Goofeberries,

Currants, or Cherries.

As for Corn, the Planters never few any Engli/h Wheat

;

and the poorer Sort of People, who fpare moft of their

Ground for Corn, plant only Indian or Guinea Corn, which

they fell to the richer, but at fo great Rates, that they are

forced to fend to the Northern Colonies for Indian Corn.

That Part of the Ifland called the Champaign, and that

called the Tioickets, are entirely planted with Corn. There are

many thoufand Acres of Land lye wafte for want of Hands to

? cultivate it. The EngUJi) Corn is generally fent thither from
England in Flower. Indian Corn is fometimes fold for 2 s^

6 d. and fometimes i o j. a Bufliel, but commonly- 5 s. a

fiuilicl, • There
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There is no Englijh Grain cultivated here ; \? there was,

there is no doubt but all the Summer Corn would thrive; as

Oats, &c, have done, when, for an Experiment, fome
Grains have been thrown into the Ground.

The Seafons for Planting Indian Corn are chiefly in May.

and November ; but it is alio planted all the Year, from Aday

to Jajxuary.

Orchards and Gardens are rare in this Ifland, and they are

at very little Labour to cultivate any Thing befides Sugar-

Cancs, and the Commodities that are fit for a home Market.

Nature has done, and continues to do fo much for them,

that they take the lefs Pains to do for themfelves ; and de-

pending on her Bounty, and Supplies from England^ and the

Northern Colonies, they content themfelves with what flie

produces, which is enough to fatisfy the Defire of the moft-

luxurious Tafte in the World ; fo delicate, and fo rich are the

Fruits of this little, but lovely Ifland.

As to the Climate, one would think, by its Situation, that

it is intolerably hot ; and indeed for 8 Months in the Year,

the Heats would be infupportable, were it not for the frefla

Breezes which rife with the Sun, and blow freflier as the Sun
gets higher.

The Place is fenfibly cooler fince it was cleared of the thick

Woods, we have before fpoken of. The Breez-es blow from
the Ealt, with a Point or two to the North, except in the

Months of 'July^ Auguft^ September, and O/lober; which is

their Mid-fummer, and then the Weather is exceffively hot:

But yet the Sea Breezes, the Groves and Shades, and their

cool Houfes, render it very tolerable; and it was reckoned the

healthieit Ifland in America^ tifl about the Year if>9i, when
fome Forces were fliipped at Cadiz, to go upon the Expedition

againft Martinico.

Thefe Regiments carried with them a peftilential Fever,

with which the whole Ifland was fo infeded, that in the

Courfe of 12 or 1 3 Year, it carried off above a third Part of

its Inhabitants, and deftroyed moft of the Seamen, as well in

the Merchant A4en, as Men of War, that came thither.

The dreadful Turnado's, or Hurricanes, that ufed to

threaten this Ifland with a general Ruin, are not fo frequent

as formerly ; and the Difl:empcr v/hich was called, the Sick-

nefs, is fo much decreafed, that the Ifland begins to recover

ics former Reputation for Health.

From the Situation of the Place, it follows of Confequence,
that the Length of the Days mufl: be very near equal ; and
the Sun rifes at Six, and fets at Six, or in lefs than half an

Hour before or after, which continues fo all the Year rounci

I 3 Three
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Three Quarters of an Hour after Sun-fet it is dark, the

Twilights being no longer in theic Parts.

CHAP. IV.

Of the Beafts, Birds, Fifli, Infefts, and other Ani-

mals in Barbados.

THERE were feveral Beafts found on the other Charlbbee

Iflands, but few or none at Barbados ; which, as has

been faid, was almoft over-run with Hogs. Afterwards Beafts

of Burthen were brought thither, and Cattle for Food.

Thofe that were either fome Years ago, or are flill to be

met with there, "are Camels, of which there were feveral

imported at the firft Settlement of the lUand. They did not

thrive, and for that Reafon no more were brought over.

Captain Higginbothafn of St. Philips had four or five ; each

of them would carry 15 or 1600 Pound Weight of Sugar to

the Bridge, and bring as good a Load to his Plantation, eight

Miles from it.
, , r 1.

•

Horfes the Inhabitants have from England for their

Coaches and for their own Riding, and the Militia, from

New-England. For Carts and common Ufes, they had

fome from Bonavj/la, Cape Verd IJlands^ and Curajfau.

When they firft fettled there, Virginia alfo ufed to furnifli

them with Horfes, but now they have almoft all from Old

and New-England. Their own Breed are mettlefom, fwift,

and hardy, but fmall, and not very handfom.

Oxen, Bulls, and Cows, were brought from the Ifle of

May and Bonam/la, to the firft Planters. Their Pofterity

and Succeflbrs breed all now ; for it has been found, that

the black Cattle brought from foreign Parts, lick off the

Pitch and Tar with their own Hair, which never pafTes thro*

them, but occafions their Death, few of them living when

they come afhore. .

The Barbados Cattle is a midling Breed ; and they feldom

cut their Bulls, but yoke them, and put them to the Cart;

as they do alfo Cows, and work them there, and in their

Cattle-Mills, of which there are not many now- the meaner

fort, who want Negroes, only making ufe of them. The

Bulls are fo well taught, that they will work very orderly.

Jfnegoes, or Affes, are extraordinary ufeful, in carrying

Sugar to the Bridge. Thefe Beafts will run along with their

Burthen, in Ways where Horfes cannot pafs. The former

will
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will pick and choofe their Way • and if any one of them fall,

two Negroes can help him up ; they will carry from one
hundred and an half, to two hundred Weight. The AJfnegoes

were brought thither, as well as other Catrle.

This Iliand having no living Creature in it bigger than a

Hog, till the EngliJ}} fettled there, Hogs were in fuch ex-

traordinary Plenty, that the EngHJJ) were more peflercd than

ferved by them at their firft landing. It is thought they were
left there by the Portuguefe^ to breed, and fupply them
with Provifions, in their Paflage to and from the Braf.h.

The Hogs the Portuguefe landed there multiplied, in a

few Years, fo faft, that rhe whole Iliand could hardly main-

tain them J the Europeans and Charibbeam came from the

other Illands to hunt them j and the EngUJh thought to have

given it the Name of, The I/Ie of Hogt.

The Fleflr of thefe Hogs, as the Inhabitants have mended
the Breed, is extremely delicious, and furpafTes the beft Pork
in Europe j they are fome large, and fomejictle, but all good.

Sheep don't thrive well in Barbados
-^

yet there are ibme
whofe Meat is not fo kindly as ours in England. There is

greater Plenty of Goats, much of the fame Nature wich the

IVelJhj the Flefh tailing like that of the JVeljhGodXs. Monkeys
and Racoons are there in abundance.

The Birds of this Place, fays an Author who lived in the

Ifland, are hardly worth the Pains of defcribing. The big-

geft they have there is a Buzzard, lefs than the EngVtfu Grey-

Buzzard, fwifter of Wing, and ferviceable to the Planter, by

deftroying the Rats, which otherwife would deftroy his Canes
j

for there are great Numbers of them.

There's great ftore of the larger Turtle-Dove j a much
handfomer Bird in Shape and Colour than the EngUJh Turtle,

and much better to eat. The lefler Turtle is a finer Bird

than the larger, fhaped like a Partridge, her Feathers grey

and red, brown under her Wings.

There's a Bird in this liland like a Thrufli, which is fo

called ^ her Feathers alv/ays ruffled, and her Head hanging

down, as if her Neck was broke : She has three or four

Notes, loud and fweet. Another they have like a Wren, they

call it the Qualdng-thrufh, a very merry Bird by her Mo-
tion, but (he feldom or never fings j fhe has a long Bill,

There's a Black-Bird, fo called, with white Eyes ; her Voice
harfh like a Jay ; a great Devourer of Corn and Bloflbms.

They fly in Flocks of many thoufands; they walk, and don't

hop. Another in Colotir like a Fieldfare : It is, fays Ligon^

called a Counfellor, hecaufe her Head feems too big for her

Bsdj-i but her true Name is a Loggerhead, She is extrcme-

14- ly
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ly wanton in her Flight, and fo ftrange in her Note, that no
Voice or Initrument can in-iitate it j it is a Qaarter Note,
which ii a Difcovery in Mufick that no Mailer has yet been

able to make.

There are Sparrows, Hayfocks, Finches, Yellovz-Hamers,

Titmice, and fach Hke Birds ; for which the Englijh have -

not thought fit to be at the trouble to invent Names, they

are i'o Uttle and worthlefs, either for Flefh, Feather, or Note.

The moil famous of all the feathered Nation in America,

is the Colibrj^ or Hipmnhig-Bird, which, according to an
ingenious Author, is admirable for her Beauty, Shape, Smell,

which is like Musk, and way of Life; it is much lefs than a

Wren; yet though (he's the leafl, fne is the mofl glorious of

all Birds. Some of thefe Birds are no bigger than the greater

fort of Flies, the biggeft fcarce exceeding an Humble Bee in

Bulk ; the Colours of the Feathers of her Neck and Wings
reprefent thofeof the Rain-bow: Some of them have fuch a

bright Red under t'^teir Necks, that at a Diflance one would
think it were a Carbuncle; theBellyand under the Wings are

of a gilt yellow, the Thighs as green as an Emerald, the Feet

and Beak as black as poliflied Ebony, the two little Eyes fliine

hke tv^o Diamonds, the Head is of a Grafs-green ; the Plu-

mage of the Male is finer than the Female's, and on his Head
he has a Crown of Feathers, as it were to diftinguiili his Su-

periority. It is fo flrong in its Flight, that it makes a louder

Noife, by the Agitation of its VVings, than the greateft

Birds. It loves to Hy near thofe that pafs, and furprizes

them like a little Whirlwind. It lives on the Dew, which it

lucks with its Tongue from the Bloffoms, Its Tongue Is much
longer than its Beak, hollow hke a Reed, and about the

Bignefs of a fmall Needle. It is feldom feenon the Ground,
nor llrinding on the Trees, but hovering in the Air, near the

Tree horn Vv'hence it takes its Nourifhment. Humming-
Birds covet the BiolToms of Cotton-Trees moft, rooft in

that or the Grange-Tree, and are very curious in building

their litde Houfes in the Branches. The only way of taking/

the Colibry^ \s by Ihooting it with Sand, which fluns it for"

the prefent ; When you have it, you cannot keep it, for no
body can furnifh it with the Food it is ufed to feed upon.

This Defcription of the Collbry fuits in moft Things
with the Hummino;-Birds of Baibados^ which have no
Smell, unlefs it is what is given them alter they are dead j

when they are perfumed, and fent for Prelents to England.

The bright Red under the Neck was never feen in Barbados-^

the Belly and under the Wingsof a dark Colour ; the Thighs,

'

as well as the Feet a-nd Beak, black: Its Neck is about the

Kignefs of half a Walnut Shell, fplit in tv.'O Parts. As

I
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As for Wild Fovvlj the Inhabitants of Barbados do not

often fee any : They fometimes take Teal near their Ponds,

and a fort of Fowl they call Oxen and Kine. They have a

Bird which goes by the Name of the M^:i of War, becaufe

it fli^out to Sea for Difcoveries j and ic is faid, thefe Men of

Wa^are fo much to be depended on, that whenever they re-

turn, the People cry out a Sall^ and are never deceived in it.

Thefe Birds will meet Ships 20 Leagues from Land. Mr.
Ligon, who gives this Account of the Wild Fowl of Bar^

bados, muft not here alfo be trufted ; for when the Winds
change to the South and South-Weft, there are great Quan-
tities of Wild Fowl, that come in Flocks frorh the Conti-

nent, as Plovers, Curliews, Snipes, Wild Pigeons, a few

Wild Ducks, and Teal. The Wild Pigeons are fo fat,

that when they are fhot in the Trees, they fometimes fall

down and burftj they are bigger than our Pigeons, and of

a very dark Colour ; fome of them with a Ring of whit^i

about their Necks
j 50 of thefe Wild Fowl have been killed

at a Shot.

Their Tame Fowl is of the fame Kind with ours in Eng-
land^ only tlieMeat of the feveral Sorts are better, Thcu-

Ducks, which they call Mufcovy, are excellent Food j lb

are their Pigeons, Pullets, and all their Poultry.

They have fome Rabbits, but no Hares, nor Venifon.

The Rabbits are good and fcarce, fo that they are generally

Ss. a Couple.

The Infects that are moft frequently met with in this

Ifland, are Snakes, fome of which are a Yard long, they

kill the Planters Pigeons, do the fame Mifchief as they do
in Englandj, and fuck up their Milk j they will climb up a

Wall, fix or feven Foot high, come in at a Window, get

down in the Room, where the Milk Pans are, skim them,
and return back the fame Way they came j they never fting

any body.

The Scorpions in Barbados are as big as Rats ; they will

combat the Snakes that attack them to eat them, but they

always have the worft on't ; they never hurt Man or Beaft.

There are no Toads or Frogs. Lizards were more common
in the Illand than they are lately, the Cats having almoit
dclhoyed all of them j they loved to be where Men were,
to gaze in their Faces, and hearken to their Difcourfe^
they are not like thofe in Europe, their Bodies are about
tour Inches long, their Tails near as much, their Heads re-
fembling a Snake's, their Backs are of a Grafs-green Colour,
blewifh towards the Side, their Bellies yellow j they have
tour Legs, and are very nimble.

^ Musketoes
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Musketoes fting and bite People in the Night, and are

indeed the moft tronblefom Creature the EngUJh meet with

in America j they are like Gnats in England, and are not fo

frequent in Barbados as in the Colonies upon the Continent,

where there are large Fens and low Places.

Cock-roaches are about the Bignefs of a Beetle ; if*|j;)ey

happen upon found Sleepers, they bite till they fetch Blood
j

and if they awake, and hunt them, they are nimble, that

'ds not eafy to catch them. The Negroes, who have thick

Skins, and by Reafon of their hard Labour, are not eafy

to be waked when they are afleep, are fometimes bitten fo,

that for the Breadth of both your Hands together, their

Skins are razed, as li it was done with a Curry-comb. Thus

it might be in Mr. Ltgon^s Time, but now 'tis certain they

are not fo very mifchievous : It is true, where-ever they

touch, they leave a Sting j and if Children go to Bed with

greaxy Fingers, will nibble them unmercifully j they are the

moft ofFenfive things in Barbados.

Merriwings are of fo fmall a Size, and fo thin and aerial,

they can hardly be difcerned, but by the Noife of their

Wings, which is like a fmall Bugle Horn, at a great Diftance

:

Where they fting, they raife a Nob as big as a Peafe, which
' lafts a whole Day. Thefe Merriwings, lb pompoufly de-

fcribed by Mr. Ligcn^ are nothing but what we call Gnats in
'

London^ and Stouts in the Weft-Country. All Lands that lie

low will be troubled with them in Summer-time.

Caterpillars eat the Potatoes, and are eaten by Turkies.

The Chegoes are another little mifchievous kind of Infedt

;

and there are various Sorts of fmaller ones, as Ants, Pif-

mires, iffc. but none that are peculiar to the Country, and

therefore not proper to be inferted in this Place, unlefs it

be the Wood Ant and Maftick Fly ; the former of which

deftroys the Timber in the Houfes. Upon a Deal Beam they

will build a Neft as big as a Barrel j and within it is like a

Honey-comb, but without any Honey j they will eat up and

deftroy a Piece of EngUJh Oak in a very little time ; their

Colour is white, and ii they are fqueezed, there comes out a

foft Subftance of the fame Colour j riiey build upon Trees in

the Woods, or in Houfes.

The Majiick Fly, which is fo called from its deftroying the

Maftick Trees ; the Smell of it is fo fragrant, that it per-

fumes the Air as it flies by you. It is fuppofed to deftroy the

Tree by a Sort of a Rafp in the Bill, with which it makes

thoufands of Holes in the Tree, fo that there will be Pecks of

Duft, like Saw-duft, under it.

The
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The Sea of Barbados^ if that Part of the Ocean which
furrounds it, may be fo called, yields almoft all Sorts of
Fiih that are caught elfewhere; thofe that are rarely to be
fcen in other Parts of the World, are, the Parrat Fifh,

Snappers, and grey Cavallos, Terbums^ Coney-fifli.

The Mullets are reckoned extraordinary good of their

Kind, and fo are their Lobfters and Crabs.

There's a Sort of Land Crab, which lives almoft always

on the Shore i they hide themfelves in Holes and in Houfes,
and fometimes in Hollow Trees : They are often met upoa
the Stairs, in Parlours, and Gardens, where they eat Herbs.

In March^ they all come out. of their Holes, and march
down to the Sea in fuch Multitudes, that they cover a great

Part of the Ground where they go. Several Years ago the

Planters ufed to ride over them in the Roads ; they never

cat them, but the Negroes love them, and frequently feaft

upon them.

The Parrat Fifli is about 20 Pound Weight, and well

tafted. It has Scales like a Carp, of a green Colour j it

has no Teeth, but fliarp ftrong Jaws, and feeds chiefly on
Shdl-fifh.

As to the Defcription of the other Kinds of Fifli we have
mentioned above, we muft be forced to leave it as we found
it in general, and therefore cannot defcend into Particulars :

We are told they are all excellent Meat, and are often ferved

up to the Gentlemens Tables of the Ifland.

As for the Tortoife, we fliall fpeak of \t more at large in

the Hiftory of 'Jamaica^ and (hall in this Place only cor-

red an Error of Mr. Ligon's., who writes, a Tortoife has Lowth. To;.

three Hearts, which Dr. Stubs fays he found to be falfe ; 3- P- 5S^-

for though the Refemblance of the two Auricles be fuch, as

alfo their Bodies or Flefh, as to deceive the unwary Ob-
ferver, yet is there but one Heart triangular and flefhy, ^c.

In all the Rivers are Craw- fifli, Maid-fifli, Grigs, not

Eeh^ about nine Inches long, Prawns, and feveral Fifli that

come out of the Sea, and live in the frefli Water, as

Cophmirs, Snooks, Place, and fome Eels.

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

Of the Inhabitants, Matters, Servants, and Negroes

:

Their Numbers, Strength, Manner of Living,

Diet, Exercifes, and Diverficns.

^ HIS Ifland was the fooneft peopled of all our Colonies;

^ the Riches of the Planters produced by that of the Soil,

tempted Gentlemen of good Families and moderate Eftates,

to tranfport themfclves thither to improve thetn. And tho'

K ieems trivial to relate Particulars of the Honours beftowed

on private Perfons
;

yet for the Credit of Barbados^ there

Jiave been more of that Ifland knighted by the Kings of

Englqnd^ than of all the rell of the Engl([h Plantations in

Jmericd; for fince the Settlement of the Ifland i^ Baronets

and Knights were made, for the Incouragement of the In-

tiuilry of the Inhabitants.

Created Baronets the fame Day, Feb, i8. i56'i.

Svr "John Colliton,

Sit "James Mcdtfcrd^

Sir yames Drax^
Sir Robert Davers^

SirRah^rt Racket,

Sir^-fohn Teotnans,

i^jiT Th-nothy Tharnhill^ "Baronets.

Sir John Witham,
Sir Rs-bei-i Legard^

.Sir "John Worfum,
l^ix "Jshn Bavjdon,

;Sir Edwyn c,tede,

'^ixlViUoughby Chamherlayney J

And indeed whoever will look over the Map of Barbados:

will find, the Country is not pofleflfed by fuch aSet of Men as

inhabit the other Plantations ; the IVabonds, the Forlcfcucs,

the CoUitona, the ThornhiUs, the Farmers, the Pickerings,

the Littletons^ the Codringtons, the IVilloughbies, the Che/lerSy

the Kcndals, the Dimocks, the Hawleys, the Stcdes, the

Prideauxs, the AUeyyn, the ^nntines, the Bromkys, and

others, whofe Families are of the mjoft ancient and honou-

rable in England; nor muft we omit one, which is indeed a

mighty Name, Palcvclogus^ who had a fmall Plantation near the

Top
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Top of the ClifF. How he came by that Imperial Name,
we have not heard fairly made out • neither can we believe

the Tradition of the Family, of whom one attefted to the

Author, that his Anceftors were originally Greek Fugitives,

and dcfcended from the Emperors of Conjlantinople of that

Name, who reigned in the Eaji from the driving out of the

French by Michael Falaokgus^ in the thirteenth Century, to

the Dillblutionof chat Empire under Conjlantine PaUologm^

in the fifteenth Century, by Mahomet the Great.

Enough of this DigreHTion, which is only defigned to fliew,

that the common Refledion made upon the Plantations, as

to the Meanneis of the Planters Origins, is groundlefs as to

Barbados^ where there are as many good Families as are in any

of the Counties of England^ where Commerce and Trade
flourifh. But were that Refledlion true, it would be far

from ieflening the Reputation of the prefent Inhabitants ;

the vaft Elhtes which many of them enjoy, as the DraxcT^

the Guys, the JValters^ and the Hallets, are glorious Proofs

of the Induftry and Wifdom of their Anceftors j and a fair

Invitation for other Merchants in England to remove thither,

and endeavour to acquire the fame Pofleffions, equal to many
of our Nobility and Gentry, of the firft Pvank in England.

Indeed, the Pleafantnefs of the Country is fuch, that it mighc.

tempt over the moft profperous j and the Profit would be
great enough, were it duly encouraged, to invite the moft
covetous to live there. Wealth and Pleafure, which are ge-

nerally Strangers, dwell there together; and an indulirious

prudent Alan may grow rich with as much Delight, as a

Prodigal grows poor in England.

The Charader of this Illand v^'as fuch, as drew over Mul-
titudes to fee and inhabit it ; infomuch that twenty Years after

the firft Settlement was made there, the Militia of the Coun-
try were more in Number than that of Virginia is now,
though the Place is not a fiftieth Part To big. They muftered

then iioooHorfe and Foot, -as good Men, and as refolute

as any in the World-. This Number was confiderably en-

creafed afterwards, and in the Year 1676, when the Ifland

was in its moft fiourifhing Condition, during Sir Jonathan
Atkin%\ Government, there were 20000 Aicn, and 50000
Souls, all Europeans by Birth or Defccnr, and 80000 Ne-
groes; in all above 150000 Soulo -y in an [(land not much big-

ger than the llle of IVight.

By this we may fee how much this little Ifle had flouriiTied

in about 50 Years. There are few Counties in England xhit

have 130000 Souls in them; and the Kingdom itfcif, taken

all together, fell infinitely fliort of the Populcufnefi» of Bar-

bados
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lados at that Time j for granting there are looooo Acres of

Land in Barbados^ and 40 Millions in Englandy as there arc

by the beft Computations, as C/;^;«Z'^r/^/Vs, Houghton^s, ^c.

England contains 400 Times as much Ground as that Ifland,

»

and in Proportion, (hould have above 50 Millions of Inhabi-

tants, whereas it has not 8 Millions by Sir ff^tlUam Petiy's,

and thelargeft Calculations.

The Number of Souls is fincc conGderably decreafed in

Barbados, as well by the Removal of feveral of the moft,

eminent Planters to England, where they have purchafed

Eftates, and live in great Affluence and Splendor, as by a

fatal Difeafe, Which infeded the whole Ifland. It was, as

we have hinted, brought thither in the Year KJpi, and fvvepc

away fo many of the Inhabitants, Mafters, Servants, and

Slaves, that there are not above 7000 fighting Men, and

s.') 000 Englijh Souls in the Place, nor above 60 or 70000
Negroes, Men, Women, and Children.

The Diftemper is lately abated, and the Colony encreafes

in People daily, in which the prefent Health of the Place

will, if it lafts, advance it in two or three Years to the hap-

py State it was in formerly, if they are not too much dif-

couraged from Home.
Every Freeholder, and white Servant, able to bear Arms,

is lifted in the Militia of the Ifland, which confifts now of

about 3500 Foot, and 1200 ftouc Horfe; and thefe are as

good, or better, than any regular Forces j for befides that

Such En^- the Creoleans are as brave Men as any in the World, they

^^orli'n
^o"^^ certainly fight refolutely for lb rich and fo pleafant a

Barbados Country.
src Jo tailed. We have fliewn in our Geographical Account of the

Ifland, how it is fortified by Nature and Art ; and that the

Reader might not be at a Lofs, to know how a Line of fuch

Length, above 30 Miles on the Coaft, is manned, he muft
underftand, that in Cafe of an Alarm, the Government can

arm loooo ftout Negroes, dextrous at handling a Pike, who
would defend chofe Entrenchments againft; any Invader.

The Inhabitants are ranked in thele three Orders ; Mafters,

who are either Englijh^ Scots, or Irijh, with fome few
Dutch, French, and Poriuguefe Jews ; White Servants, and
Slaves: The White Servants are either by Covenant or Pur-

chafe ; there are two Sort?, fuch as fell themfelves in England,

Scotland^ and Ireland, for 4 Years, or morej and fuch as

are tranfported by the Government from thofe three King-
doms, for Capital Crimes.

The Gentlemen of Barbados fcorned to employ any of th«

latter Sort, till the late SicJinefs and War had reduced them

to

\
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to great Want of Hands : And of the former, feveral poor

Mens Children have been driven thither, by Neceflfity or

Difcontentj who behaving themfelves hone{tly and labori-

oufly, have raifed themfelves, after their Servitude was ex-

pired, to be Mafters of good Plantations, and been the mak-

ing of their Relations at Home.
The Mafters, Merchants, and Planters, live each like little

Sovereigns in their Plantations; they have their Servants of

their Houfliold, and thofe of the Field ; their Tables are

rpread every Day with Variety of nice Difhes, and their At-

tendants are more numerous than many of the Nobility's in

England
J

their Equipages are rich, their Liveries fine, their

Coaches and Horfes anfwerablej their Chairs, Chaifes, and

all the Conveniences for their travelling, magnificent.

The moft wealthy of them, belides this Land-train, have

their Pleafure-Boats, to make the Tour of the Ifland in, and

Sloops to convey their Goods to and from the Bridge.

Their Drefs, and that of their Ladies, is fafliionable arni

courtly j and being generally bred at London, their Behaviour

is genteel and polite j in which they have the Advantage of

moft of our Country Gentlemen, who living at great Dif-

tances from London, frequent the World very little j and

from converfing always with their Dogs, Horfes, and rude

Peafants, acquire an Air fuitable to their Society,

The Gentlemen of Barbados are civil, generous, hofpi-

table, and very fociable. They were not, till lately, troubled

with Faftions and Parties ; and, to prevent the growing of

Divifions among them, in the Time of the Diltraitions in

England, they made a Law among themfelves, that whoever

named the Word Round-head, or Cavalier, fliould give the

Company, at his own Houfe, a Pig and a Turkey ; and

fometimes they would make Forfeitures, on Purpofe to have

an Opportunity to entertain their Neighbours. But this

Hofpitality is now almoft loft there, the Gentlemen learn-

ing in England to keep their good Things to themfelves, and

to part with them very fparingly : Yet fome there are, whofc
Houfes are ftill free to Strangers, and who receive all with a

chearful Look, and open Heart.

Their Diet is the fame with ours in England; they have

Beef, Pork, V^eal, Mutton, and Lamb, of their own
breeding, or at their Markets, for 9 d. Half-penny a Pound,
which is cheap there.

Their fecond Courfes are their Poultry, as Turkeys, Gecfe
Ducks, Fowl, Chickens, and Fifli, which they have in

Abundance, by the Convenience of their Situation.

4. All
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All Sorts of Sauces, as Pickles, Olives, i^c. they have

from England^ as alfo Tongues, Hams, Anchovies, Caveer,

i^c. Their Paftry.and their Bread are made of Englijh

Flower ; and their Kitchin Servants are as good Cooks as

any in England.

Their Deferts are all admirable, and the very Idea of a

Table fpread Vi'ith their Melons, Succats and Pines, is

tranfporting.

Their Drink is chiefly Madeira Wine and Water : Of that

Wine there are two Sorts, Malmfey and Vldonia ; the for-

mer as rich, and not fo lufcious as Canary j and the latter as

dry, and as vigorous as Sherry ; it is Red, being coloured with

Tinto ; they alfo drink cool Tankards of Wine, excellent

Lemons, fine Sugar and Spring-Water, Lemonades made of

all the laft Ingredients but Wine.
The more fanguine People entertaiti one another vs^ith

Punch, made of the beft Ingredients, Lemons, double re-

fined Sugar, Spring-Water, and right French Brandy.

The good Husbands ufe their own Manufafture Rum, in-

ftead of French Brandy, They have alfo all Sorts of other

Wines, Malt Drinks and Cyder, from England, In fhorr,

the Inhabitants of Barbados live as plentifully, and fome of
them as luxurioufly as any in the World, They have every

Thing that is requifite for Pomp and Luxury ; they are abfo-

lute Lords of all Things, Life and Limb of their Servants

excepted, within their own Territories ; and fome of them
have no lefs than 7 or 800 Negroes, who are themfelves, and
their Poftericy, their Slaves for ever.

Every Dwelling-houfe, and other Out-houfing, looks like

a handiom Town, moft being new built with Stone, and
covered with Pantile or Slate, brought hither in the Ballafts ,

.
of Ships, as is alfo Sea-Coal for Forges j and the Freight be-

ing by that Means made cheap, there is Plenty enough of
thofe NecefTaries.

The White Servants are fold for about ao /. a Piece; but]

if they are Mechanicks, for much more. Women, if they!

are handfom, 10 /. As foon as the Time, for which theyj

covenanted to ferve, or at the End of which they are free
j

by Law, is expired, they are entirely their own Mafters j

and, during their Servitude, are treated more gently than the'

Blacks.

Their Clothing is made of Ozinbrig Jackets and Drawers,
and fometimes of coarfe Cloth. The Male Servants have
thick Drawers, Shoes, Stockings, Caps, and Canvas Waift-
coats allowed them. And the Females have Shifts, Petti-

coats, Waiftcoats, Shoes, and Stockings, made neat and
ferviceable. We
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We muft add to Mr. Ligori's Account, that the Servants,

when they are out of their Time, have 5 /, for thofe that

are Britl/h Servants. All others have but 40 s. And as for

Female Servants there are now none, unlefs they are Natives

of the Country, and hired as Servant-Maids are in England.

'Tis by Chance that any come from England to be hired, and
no Women have been fold thefe 20 Years.

Their Labour is not very hard ; much lefs than, our Day-
Labourers in England^ and their Encouragement much more;
for if they are good for any Thing when they come out of

their Times, there are enough will employ them on their

own Terms.

Their Diet is not fo good, as thofe who have been ufcd

to rich Farmers Tables in England would defire, becaufe they

cannot be fed every Day with Beef and Mutton j however

they cannot complain of any Wantj and the Planters dif-

tinguifli them from the Negroes, by providing them Bisket

from England. The chief of them are fupplied from their

Mafters Tables. The Overfeers have Tables of their own
in the Houfe, when the Owner is in England.

The Variety of Fruits, Roots, and Herbs, that grow there,

is a great Help to the Servants Diet, in furnifhing them with

Sauce and Change, when they are weary of the fait Beef,

Pork and Fi(h, which is brought them from New-England^
and other Places.

The Condition of the Blacks is only worfe, becaufe their

Servitude is perpetual. There is as much Care^aken of them,

and rather more ; becaufe if a Negro dies, the Owner lofes

40 or 5 o /. whereas by the Death of a White-Man, he is at

the Lofs only of 2 or 3 Years Wages to another.

The Blacks Bufiinefs lies moft in the Field, unlefs it is thofe

that are taken into the Boiling-Houfe, the Curing-Houfe, the

Still -Houfe, the Mills, the Store-Houfe, or Dwelling-

Houfe ; where the handfomeft, cleanliefl Maidens are bred

to menial Services, and the propereft, cleaneft limbed Fel-

lows, to be Coachmen, Footmen, Grooms, and Lacquies.

Others often are employed in handicraft Trades, as Coopers,

Joiners, Carpenters, Smiths, Mafons, and the like.

A Slave that is excellent in any of thefe mechanick Em-
ployments, is worth 150 or 200/. and I have known 400/.
bid for a Boiler, belonging to Sir John Bawdon's Plantation

in Scotland. They are all of them worth from 40 to 50 /.

a Head, Males ; and anfwerable for Females at this Time,
occafioned by feveral Accidents, which will be mentioned in

pur Article of Trade.

Vol. II. K The
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The Slaves are purchafed by Lots, out of the Guinea Ships.

They are all viewed ftark naked, and the ftrongeft and hand-

fonieft bear the beft Prices. They are allowed to have two

or three Wives, that they may encreafe the Planter's Stock

by Multiplication : For their Pofterity to all Generations are

Slaves, unlefs their Liberties are given them : But it is quef-

tioned, whether their Polygamy does not rather hinder than

promote tTieir multiplying. The immoderate Ufe of fuch
,

Pleafures enervates and decays Men, and no vigorous Iffue

can be expeded from them.

If their Female Slaves Were treated more gently, their >

Burdens and Labour leffened, the Planters would in all Pro-

bability find their Account by it, in the Incrcafe of the Num-
ber of their Servants, if every Negro was obliged to keep

to one Woman, more than now they are fuffered to havtf

two, or more.

Thefe Women are very conftant to the Man that paflesi

for their Husband. Adultery is reckoned the moft abomi-

nable of Crimes, even by thofc Barbarians, who are as jea-

lous as the Italians.

As to the Scandal fome People take at the Matters denying

their Negroes the Benefit of Baptifm, it is as groundlefs as th^

Notion, that their Converfion to Chriftianicy fets them free.

They and theirs* are as much Slaves as before, only fome

more fcrupulous Overfeers might not be willing to handle

the Cat-a-nine-tails (o often againft their Fellow-Chriftians,

as they would againft Infidels,

The Truth is, few of thefe poor Wretches fliew any DiC-

pofition to hearken to the Dodrine of the Chriftians. They
are fo fond of their own Idolatry, that unlefs the Govern-
ment of Barbados was impowered to fet up an Inquifition,

they would never be converted. But fuch of them as defire toi

receive the Sacrament of Baptifm, are fufFered and en-

couraged fo far, that they are ufed more favourably after-

wards. 'Tis true, the Planters are not over forward in pro-

moting fuch Converfion ; for their Slaves, in Hopes of better

Ufage, would all profefs Chriftianity with their Lips, while

their Hearts retained their old diabolical Idolatry : Wherefore
due Care is taken to enquire into the Reality of their Con^
verfion, before they are admitted to the Holy Sacrament of
Baptifm

J
and it would be well if the fame Care was takert

clfewhere, to prevent others receiving unworthily that of the

Lord's Supper, which is too often proftituted to temporal

Concerns.

The Negroes are generally falfe and treacherous. Some
Inftances of great Fidelity have been found among them,

which
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^hich have been related in the Hiftorical Account of the

Ifland • but for the moft Part they are faithlefs, and Diflem-

blers. They are apt to fwell with a good Opinion of thera-

felves, on the leaft Occafion for it to be very ftubborn, are

fullen and cruel, and their Mafters are almoft under a fatal

Neceflity to treat then) inhumanly, or they would be un-
governable.

Their Numbers render them very dangerous, they bsing

three to one t« the Whites • and by their frequent Attempts

to get the Mailery one may fee, that the Planters are forced

to carry a ftri(5t Hand over them.

The Stories that are told of the Severities they fufFer from
the Overfeers, are aggravated ^ and few EngliJJ) have been
ib barbarous, as they are all reprcfentcd to be, by the Ene-
hiies of the Plantations ; tho' according to the Nature or

Underftanding of the Mafters, thesSlaves are ufed the better

or the worfe. Their whipping them with Thongs, till they

are all a-gore of Blood ; their tying them up by their Hands
or Feet, to endure fuch Stripes, and the pickling afterwards

with Brine, are Bugbears to frighten Children with, like

Tales of Raw-heady and Bloody-boms. And yet when wc
confider how lazy they are apt to be, and how carelefs, and
that the Fortune of their Mafters depends almoft entirely on
their Care and Labour, one can't blame the Overfeers, for

punching the Idle and Remifs feverely. Some of them have
been fo negligent, as by laying Fire too near the Canes, to

fet whok (Lands of Canes, and Houfes too, in a Flame j

the knocking out a Tobacco Pipe againft a dry Stump of a

Tree, by others of them, has fet it on Fire, and the Wind
fanning it, and a Land of Canes being near it, has caught

and burnt down all that were before the Wind. Mr. James
Holduppe, and Mr. ConJJantine StlveJJer, feveral Years ago,

loft 10000 /. by fuch an Accident.

Their Diet is very coarfe, and yet they are very vrell con-
tented, being perhaps better than any they had in their own
Country. Their choiceft Fare is Plantincs, which they boil

or roaft, and then eat. They have now, twice or thrice in

a Week, fait Fifti, Mackarel, or fait Pork.

They have fome Bread made of Indian Corn, of the

Produce of the Country, or fetched from Carolina. But of
this there is not too great Plenty amongft themj each Family
has a Cabbin belonging to it, for the Men, his Wives, and
ChiWren. They are built with Sticks, Withs, and Plan-

tine-Leaves, which makes every Plantation look like a little

African City, and the Planter's Houfc like the Sovereign's

in che midft of it.

K a To
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To each Hut there is a little Plot of Garden (tt out, where

the Negroes plant Potatoes, Yams, Caflavia-Roots, ^c.

They have alfo another Sort of Food, called Loblolly^ made
of Maize, the Ears of which they roaft, and then eat it.

The White Servants are foraetimes dieted with this

Maize, which is thus drefTed for them j it is pounded in a

Mortar, and boiled in Water, to the Thicknefs of Fru-

menty, then mefled out to them, with fome Salt. This is a

poor Kind of Food, and feldom ufed of late, unlefs in 4
Time of great Scarcity.

If an Ox, Bull, or Cow, or any Sort of Caftle, die ac-

cidentally, the Negroes feaft upon it, and the White Ser-

vants have often not difdained to come in for a Share.

All the Inhabitants of the Illand run fo much upon making

of Sugar, that they will not fpare Ground for Paftures, which

renders Flefh-Meat very fcarce, and fit only for the Mafters

Table.

The White Servants and Negroes make Caflavy and Po-

tatoe-Bread. The latter many ordinary Planters were con-

tented with at their firft Settlement on the Ifland ; but now
Meal, Flower, and Bisket are plentier, few Mafters will

deign to eat any Thing but Wheat-Bread.

The Servants and Slaves Drinks are Mohble^ brewed with

Potatoes, Water, and Sugar j Kawwow of Molafles-Water,

and Ginger; Pfn'no of the Caflavy-Root j after the old

Women had chawed the Juice, they ufed to fpit it out into

the Water, where in ^ or 4. Hours it would work, and purge

itfelf of the poifonous Quality. The Root is put in with

the Juice, and this Drink is the moft like the Engli/h Beer

of any. Tis a very beaftly Preparation, and one would
think by its fine Talle that it had been fome more delicate

Drink.

Plantine Drink is made of Plantines mafhed in Water,
and wel] boiled j ftrained the next Day, and bottled ; it will

be fit to be drunk in a Week's Time, ispleafant and ftronger

than Sack.

There is another Liquor, called Kill- Devils made of the

Skimmings of Sugar, it is ftrong, but not very palatable,

and feldom falls to the Servants Lot.

Pine Drink is made by prefling the Fruit, and ftraining the

Liquor ; it fhould be bottled : This is one of the beil Drinks
that the Ifland affords ; the Planters themfelves will often

drink of this pleafant Liquor, and when it was firft made, it

was compared to NeSiar.

The Negroes have often large Drams of Rum given

them IP hearten them at theirWork j and a Pipe of Tobacco

^ and
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atid a Dram is the mbft acceptable Prefent that can be made
them.

They are rung up every Morning z.x.6 z Clock, and at

eleven are fet to Dinner ; at one they arc rung out again to

the Field, and muft work till fix.

Their Mens Clothing is coarfe Woollen Jackets, or Ozin-

burg Waiftcoats and Drawers. The Women have Petti-

coats and Waiftcoats of the fame ; the Men Monmouth
Caps, and the Women the fame. They had formerly alfo in

fome Plantations Rug-Gowns to wrap over them when they

were hot; which Cuftoin was introduced by Col. Walrondy

and is rnuch better than burning out their Lungs with Rum.
Sundays are the only Days of Pleafure to the Negroes; and

the moft induftrious of them, inftead of diverting themfelves,

or refting, as it was intended they fhould, fpend it in making
Ropes of the Rind of certain Trees fit for that Ufe, which
they lell to other Servants, Whites or Blacks, for what Ne-
ceflaries they can furnifh them with.

There is a great deal of Difference between the Negroes

;

thofe that are born in Barbados are much more ufeful Men,
than thofe that are brought from Guinea. Mr. Ligon could

not make this Obfervation, the Colony was too young- but

the Creolian Negroes are every Way pteferable to the new
Comers (which they call Salt-JVater Negroes) whom they

defpife, and value themfelves much on being born in Bar-

bados. The Children that come over young from Africa are

alfo better Servants, when they are grown up, than thofe

that come thence Men or Women.
As for their Living : By the Allowance of Ground, which

the Mafter allows them, they have Opportunities to fow
feveral Roots and Plants, to breed Goats, Hogs, and

Fowl, which they either fell or eat themfelves j and fome of

them, by their Induftry, efpecially if they are Mechanicks,

come to be worth 40 or 50 /. and fometiraes more, which they

are cunning enough to keep from their Mafters. Such of
them as can afford it, buy Clothes finer than their Mafter
allows them; as the Men, white Holland Waiftcoats, and

Breeches, a Shirt, and Silver- Clafps. The Women alfo

will make their rich Hufbands purchafe them a Shift, a fine

Waiftcoat and Petticoat, and Lace for their Heads, to fet

themfelves out for a Holiday. They often buy Part of the

Share of the White Mens Provifions, who are fuch Sots as

to part with it for Money to purchafe Rum, which is the Kill-

DfZ'il mentioned by Ligon ; and a mean Spirit, that no Plan-

ter of any Note will now deign to drink • his Cellars are bct^-

ter furniflied,

, K^ If
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If the Negroes could come at a dead Bull, Cow, or

Horfe, it is likely they would difpatch it j but the Planters

are careful to keep them out of their Way, by burying them

immediately, orocherwife difpofing of them, that they may
not come at them, for Fear of their eating them, and being

infedled by it with fome contagious Diftemper. Thus it is

plain, no Gentleman admits of his Servants being fed with

Carrion, whatever Inclination they may have to it ^ for it

muft be owned the new Comers are very greedy, for fuch 2

Repaft, when they come firft to Barbados ; an Inftance of

which is told us in an Accident that happened to Col. HelmSy

who having fome Years ago bought a Lot of Negroes, fcnt

them to his Plantation ; where it happened that a Cow had

lately died by fome ill Hap : He ordered it to be ilung inta

a Well 40 Fathom deep, not thinking any of the Slaves^

would have ventured down after her j but the Negroes not

having fathomed the Well, and thinking they might get up as

cafily as the Cow got down, one of them leapt firft into the

Well, and was followed by another, then by a third, a fourth

followed him, and him the fifth, at feveral Times, till at lall

the Owner, miftrufting what had happened, difcovered his

Misfortune in the Death of his Slaves, and prevented the fixth

going after the other. The Notice Ligon takes of the

Planters eating Potatoe Bread is (o true, that feveral havq
aflSrmed to me they preferred it to Wheaten Bread.

As for the old Womens chawing the Caflavy Root, *tis 1^

Falfity, or at leaft has not been pradifcd in Barbados in the

Memory of Man, the Perino being made of the Caflavy,

worked up with Sugar, after it is baked. There's now no
Drink made of Plantines. Pine Drink, fomething of the

Colour of Mead, taftcs fliarp like the Pine, is a cooling

Drink, and too good to fall to the Servants or Slaves, who
WQuld perhaps prefer a ftrong Spirit to it.

As for the Rug-Gowns, mentioned by Mr. Ligon, they arc

now quite out of Ufe ; whether the Reafon of them is not
as good in our Times, as in his, let the Gentlemen of Bar-
bados determine.

In the Plat of Ground allowed them, befides their little

Gardens to each Cottage, which is now built of Poles, and
covered with Thatch, having feveral Partitions round about

it, they fet Plantinc Trees, fo that their Houfes are not to

be feen ; they are not contiguous, but at a little Diflance

from each other, for fear of Fire.

As for their Diverfions on Sundays^ the Generality of them
dance, or wreftle all Day, the Men and Women together.

In Mr. Ltgon'i Time^ the Men danced by tbemfelves, and

the
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|he Women by themfelves, but it is not fo m ours. They
have two Mufical Inftruments, like Kcttle-Drums, for each

Company of Dancers, with which they make a very barba-

rous Melody. They have other Mufical Inftrumcnts, as a

Bangil, not much unlike our Lute in any thing, but the

Mulick ; the RosiaiUy which is two Sticks jagged, and a

jfinkgovingj which is a Way of clapping their Hands on the

Mouth of two JarSi Thefe are all play'd together, and accom*
pany'd with Voices, in a moft terribly harmonious manner.

They are fo far fuperior in Number to the Whites, that

one would think it ftiould be unfafe for the EngVt/h to dwell

among them ; and yet the Danger by that Superiority is very

little, efpecially fince the Government there has taken Care

to build fuch ftrong Forts as are lately built.

The Reafons of the Planters Security are thefe : The
Slaves are brought from feveral Places in Guinea^ which are

different from one another in Language, and confequently

they cannot converfe freely in Barbados ; or if they could,

they hate one another fo mortally, that fome of them would
rather die by the Hands of the Englijhj than join with other

Africans^ in an Attempt to ihake off their Yoke, None of

them are allowed to touch any Arms, unlefs it is by their

Mafter's Command : They are kept in fuch Awe, that

they are afraid even to think of Liberty j and when they fee

the Englijh mufter and exercife, there can be no Terror in

the World greater than what they lie under at that Tin>e.

It is true, the Creolian Negroes are not of this Number ;

they all fpeak Englijh^ and are fo far from fearing a Mufter,

that they are very familiar with it, and can exercife very well.

The Way of the EngUJh Merchants trafficking for them
was, till lately, by fending Ships with Beads, Pewter, Jars,

Cloth, Hats, Copper Bars, Knives, and Toys, to Africa \

but now the Trade is by Perpetuanoes, Guns, Powder, Flints,

Tallow, and Spirits. They trade from Sierra Leona to Cape
Negro^ a vaft Territory on the Coafts, near fifteen hundred

Miles in Length; in which are many petty Kingdotns,

where the Kings fell their Subjeds and Prifoners of War

;

toxt\^ mean Men their Servants, their Children, and fomiv
timcs their Wives. They are all Idolaters, and the Objcd of
their abominable Worfhip is the Devil, if it has any Objedb,

or have any Worlhip at all. The Creolian Negroes arc fiir

from fuch a Diabolical Religion j and if they have any at all,

it muft be the Englijb^ for they have no Opportunity to learn

any other. The Foreign Slaves believe they return to their

own Country
j which Belief they brought from thence with

them. Some of thefe Wretches are very ingenious, and
others of them as ftupid. Indeed fuch of them as are dull,

K 4. are
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are To to Brutality ; and fuch as are ingenious are as apt to

learn as any People. T^ey make good Mechanicks when
they take to it, and fuch are the Treafure of a Planter ; for

the chief Riches of the Ifland confifts in the Slaves, of

whom fome have fo great a Multitude, that their Stocks in

that one Article would amount to above 20000 /. When a

Mortality feizes them, the Planter is undone, unlefs he is a

Monied Man, and can renew his Stock j which rauft be rc-

plenirti'd every Year, or he would foon want Hands for his

Work, for there muft be great Numbers of them, almoft

half in half die in Seafoning, the Polygamy of his Negroes

ferving little to the Stocking his Plantation. Every Picka-

ninny, or Infant Negro, is valued at 61. at a Month old

;

and the Commodity in general rifes or falls, like any other of

the Market.

Lowth. The Blood of the Negroes is almoft as black as their

Skins. Do£tor Towns fays, I have feen the Blood of at leaft

twenty drawn forth, both Sick and in Health, and the

Superficies of it is all as dark as the Bottom of zny] European

Blood, after ftanding a while in a Difh ; which is an Argument
that the Blacknefs of Negroes is likely to be inherent in

them, and not caufed by the fcorching of the Sun, efpecially

feeing that other Creatures that live in the "fame Clime and
Heat with them, have as florid Blood as thofe that are in

England.

Whatever this Dodor has been pleafed to communicate
to the Royal Society, I have been informed by Gentlemen,
who have feen the Blood of a thoufand of them, that there

is no manner of Difference between the Colour of the Blood
of a Negro and that of an European; as an Inftance of
which he told me, Col. Titcomb had a Negro fcalded with
Sugar in feveral Parts of his Body, which left in it white

Spots J and thefe white Spots wore into one another till the

Negro was perfedly white ; and his Skin grew fo tender,

that it bliftered and freckled with the Sun, which, had his

Blood been black, would never have been fo. This Change
of the /Ethiopian's Skin, both in the Colour and Nature of
it, obliged the Owner to clothe him as a white Servant. Be-
sides, all the Phyficians that lived on the Place, and have diC-

feded feveral, affured the fame Gentleman, there was no
Blacknefs in the Blood of the Negroes, nor any other Dif-
ference between the Bodies of them and the Whites.
One may imagine, that the Charge of a Plantation, where

-often there are 2 or 300 Mouths to be fed, rouft be very

great; and this is managed under the Matter by a Head Ovcr-
Jfeerj at 100 or jjo /. a Year iSalary and Maintenance, 2 or

3yader-
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3 Under- Overfeers, Accomptants, and other Officers; who
have all enough to do to keep things in Order.

What has been faid of Barbados^ with Relation to Ser-

vants and Slaves, may ferve for Jamaica^ they being the

Riches of that Ifland as well as of this, their Work and their

Manner of Living the fame.

Before we conclude this Chapter, we fliould take fome

Notice of the Diverfion of the Whites, as well Mafters as

Servants, who have their times of Recreation ; the Servants

on Holidays and Feftivals, the Mafters when they pleafe, as

in other Places.

Gaming, as Cards, Dice, Tables, was much more fre-

quent and extravagant in Barbados than it is now ; but they

are obliged to ufefedentary Diverfions more than a(5live, on
Account of the Difpofition of the Country, which is not fit

for Hunting or Hawking. Some have attempted to hunc

Hogs, which have been left wild in the Woods, or Goats
with Mongrels, but it may properly be called a Mungrel
Sport without the Offence of a Pun.

The Turf, according to Ligon^ will never be fine enough,

nor the Ground foft enough to make a Bowling-Green in

Barbados. But my Lord Grey., when he was Governor of
the Ifland, quite ruined this Author's Reafons, for he made
one at Mr. MotherJail's Plantation, which he rented ; and
there was another long before to the Windward, upon the

Cliff.

Bares they might have, but there has as yet been no Trial

made of one ; wherefore the Diverfion of the Gentlemen in

this Ifland are molt within Doors.

The Gallant People delight mofl: in Balls and Conforts

;

the good Fellows, in Drink and good Company j and though

one would imagine, that Men fhould be afraid to drink fuch

a hot Wine as Madeira^ in fuch a hot Country, yet it has

been known that fome of them have drank their five and fix

Bottles a Day, and held it on for feveral Years. Sweating is

an admirable P.elief to them in this Cafe, and has been
pradtifed by many with Succefs.

Madeira Wine, white and red, which is drunk here, is in

Nature contrary to all other, for 'twill not endure a cool

Cellar. French and Rheni/h Wines neither keep in Barbados^

nor agree well with the Stomachs of the Inhabitants, if fo

conllantly drunk as in England. Few care for Canary Wine.
There was once a Company of Poppet Strollers in thijs

Ifland ; they came from England^ and let up their Fairy

Drama at the Bridge, where, for the Novelty of the Mat-
ter, they found a good Market ; Frotn thence they v.ct-t ro

the
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the Leeward Iflands, and thence home. We wonder their

Example has not been followed by fome of the young Fry of

Poppet Players at London^ who would do better to go over,

and either play or work at Barbados voluntarily, than rake

at home till they are fent thither by the Magiftracy againft

their Wills.

The Servants in Barbados follow the Sports andExercifes

of the common People in England, as far as confifts with

the Heat of the Climate ; and being all EngUJhmen like our

felves, the Reader is not to exped much Difference in their

way of Living, Exercifes, or Diverlaons, from our own.

CHAP. VI.

Of the Government of the Ifland, Civil and Milir

tary : Of the Laws, Courts of Judicature, Pub-
lick Offices, Revenues, and Church-Affairs.

'Tp H E Government of Barbados is like that of the other
- Colonies, by a Governor and Council, who are named
by the King or Queen of England ; and an Aflfembly,

chofen by the Freeholders of each Parifh, two for each.

The Governor is the King or Queen's Reprefentative in

this, as in the other Plantations. He is Captain General,

Admiral, and Chancellor of the Ifland, and has Power to

iffue out all Sorts of Commiffions under that of a General

;

to fummon and diffolve AfTemblies, to make Counfellors, to

pardon all Crimes, but Treafon and Murder • and even in

thofe Cafes to grant Reprieves; to place and difplaceali

Officers, who are not by Patent. In a Word, to adt with
Sovereign Authority, taking Advice of his Council, 'under
the King or Queen of England^ according to the Laws of
this Ifland ; and he has a Negative Voice in the paffing of all

Adls of the AfTembly : As he is Chancellor of Barbados^
he is impowered to grant Adminifl:rations and Executorfhips

of Eflates, of Perfons dying inteflate, to whom he pleafes ;

which has been a profitable Branch of the Prerogative in

fome ill Governments.
The prefent Governor is Mitford Crow, Efq; whofe Sa-

lary is 2000 /. a Year. It formerly was but 1200/. but
then the Ifland ufed to make large Prefents to each Gover-
nour on his Arrival, and fo much every Year, to engage his i
Favour, which in time grew to a Sort of a Prefcription, and

"

was expected by the Qovernors as their Right, Her
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Her prefent Majefty put an end to this Grievance, by for-

bidding any fuch Benevolences for the future ; and, to make
amends for it, encreafed the Salary to 2000/. a Year.
There are however forae lawful Perquifites and Advantages,
which renders the Government worth near 4000 /. per An-
num^ befides the 5 00 /. a Year for the Rent of the Hoqfe,
which is built for his Refidence, at the publick Charge, on
Pilgrim's Plantation ; which is alfo for his Ufe.

The Council are Twelve in Number, and are generijlly

Men of the beft Eftates and Quality in the Country. Thejr.

are appointed by Letters of Mandarnirs from the King or

Queen : And on the De^th or Difmiflion of any of the

Members, the Governor has Power to fill up their vacant
Places with others.

Their Bufinefs is to advife and affift the Governor in all Mat-
ters relating to the Government ; and to be a Check upoi^

him if he exceeds the Bounds of bis Comnvflion. In the

Affembly they make the Upper-Hpufe, jjnd cl^im an intire

Negative Voice, as the Houfe of Lords in England. The
Prefident of the Council, in the Abfence of the Governor,

'

and his Deputy, fupplies his Place ; and every CounfeUor
fits in the Court of Chancery with the Governpr, and i|

ftiled Honourable, by Virtue of his Place.

The prefent Members of the Council are,

Geo. Ltllington, Efqj jfJex. JFalker^ Efq;

JVil. Sharp, Efq; Middltton Chamberlalny Eiq;

Patrick Meine, Efqj Tho. Alleyne, Efq;

Richard Scot, Efq; The Rev. Mr. Samuel Beref-
Samuel Cox, Efq; ford,

John Mills, Efqi

Thefc following arc lately put in by Mr. Crov^,

William lyineltr, Efq; John Colliton^ Efq;

Timothy Salter, Efq;

Clerk to the Council, Mr. Coffin.

The Manner of eleding Aflerablies, of their fitting,

voting, and pafling of Laws, is, as near as poflible, like

that of the Houfe of Commons m England.

As to their Power and Privileges, they are at large fet down
in the Laws of the Plantations ; to which we refer the Read-
er, ^d i^ilfo for 3^ 4*i^^Q^ ^i Ai§b ^ Vi% np^ i^ Force

and
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and Ufe in this Ifland ; where the Laws of England are al-

ways valid, as far as confifts with the Cuftom of the Colony-

For the eafier Diftribution of Juftice, the Ifland is divided

into Five Precindts : Over which there are as many Judges,

who prefide one in each, and hold their Courts of Common-
Pleas, for Trial of all Caufes, according to the Laws of

England, and Cuftoms of Barbados.

The firfl: of thefe Courts is kept at Oi/Iin\ the laft Mon-
day and Tuefday in fdnuary.

The prefent Judge of it is Brewjier^ Efq;

Thefecond at the Bridge, on the JVednefday, Thurfday^

and Friday following.

The prefent Judge, John Sandford, Efq;

The third at the Hole, on the Monday and Tuefday next

enfuing.

The prefent Judge, Tho. Warren, Efq;

The fourth at Speight\ on the Wednefday and Thurfday
following.

The prefent Judge, Alexander Anderton, Efq;

The fifth in the Parifh of ^. Andrews, on the Friday

and Saturday next enfuing.

The prefent Judge, Reinold Allen, Efqj

They continue their refpedive Sittings from fourWeek*
to four Weeks, till the 2dth of September, yearly, and then

adjourn to the laft Monday in "January.

From thefe Courts there lies an Appeal, in all Caufes above

ID /. Value, to the Governor and Council : And from them,

in all above 500 /. Value, to the King, or Queen, and Coun-
cil in England. Befides thefe Courts, they have

A Court of Eftreats,

A Court of Exchequer, the prefent Chief Baron, fohn
Mills, Efq;

Court of Admiralty, the prefent Judge, Dudley Wood-
bridge, Efq;

Two Matters in Chancery, Robert Stillingfleet, Efq; and
Gyles Thyer, Efq;

Clerk of the Crown, Norman Maccafcall, Efq^

Attorney General, Hodges, Efq;

Sollicitor General, Wil. Rawlins.

This Gentleman, in the Year 1(^98. colle(Sted the Body
of the Laws of Barbados, into one Book ; which was print"

cd by Order of the Aflembly ; A;id that Book of Laws,

by
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1

by an A<St pafled by therHj is to be deemed and held a good laW'

ful Statute-Book of this IJland of Barbados. Theie Laws
are all abridged, in the Treatife we have had frequent Oc-
cafion to fpeak of.

Clerk of the Aflembly, James Cowesy Efqj

Regifter in Chancery, IVil. Walker^ Efq;

Provoft Marihal, Geo. Gordon, Efq^

Which are the Chief Officers in the Law, and in the State

;

the firft next to the Governor, and thofe we have before-

mentioned, is.

The Treafurer of tf5e Ifland, John Holder, Efq.

The Secretary, Alexander Skeyne, Efq;

The Governor's Secretary, Merchant, Efqj . t^

Befides thefe the People of the Ifland have Agents In

England^ to take Care of their Affairs, to whom they allow

250/. a Year; a very handfom Salary: And one would
exped from fuch an Allowance, that the Planters fliould have
no reafon to be at fo much trouble, to folicite the Bufinefs of
the Ifland themfelves. There are three of thefe Agents, who
are at this time,

William Bridges, l^C:]',

Rowland Tryon, Merchant ; and

Sxxjohn Stanley; Broiher-in-hvf to Sit B£vill GranvilUf
the late Governor.

As to the Military Affairs of the Colony, they are, under
the Governor, managed by Colonels, in the feveral Parts of
the Ifland, where are five Regiments of Foot, and two of
Horfe, befides the Regiment and Troop of Guards, each
confifting, when it is full, of above 1200 Men,

In the Time of War the Governor makes General Officers,

for the belter Condudl of the Forces ; as, a Lieutenant Ge-
neral, and Major General. The laft Gentlemen who had
thefe Cotniniffions were

Jbei Jlleyne, Efqj Lieut. 'General.

John Holder, Efq; Major General.

FOOT.
The Bridge Regiment is the biggeft, and is called the

Royal Regiment, or the Regiment of Foot'Guards. It

confifts
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confifts, when ii is full, of 1400 Men, and is cotn-

imnded by Col. Hallet,

tenvard Regiment 1200, commanded by Col. Tbvmai
Maycock.

^i. Jofeph Regiment, 1266, commanded by Col. Robert

Yeamans.

St. Thomas and St. James Regiment, 1200, commanded
by the Honourable Thomas Alleyne^ Efq;

Py?/» Raiment, 1200, commanded by Col.

/^/«ia/tfr5 Regiment, 1200, commanded by Col. Henrif

Pierce,

HORSE.
Z<?<fK;tfr^Regiinent of Horfe, 1000, commanded by Col.

Thomas Sandiford.

Windward Regiment, 1000, commanded by Col. John
Frere.

The Gard de Corps, or,Troopof Guards, confifts of 136
Gentlemen ; and on all publick Occafions attend tbfc

Governor's Perfon.

Their prefent Captain is Col, Salmon.

Keeper of the Stores in the Magazine, Mr. lyUUam Moor,

His Salary 110/. a Year.

Surveyor and Engineer General, Col. Lill;^.

Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, JVilliam Sharpy E% and
Samuel Cox, Efq;

Naval Officer, Mr. Cox.

Receiver of the Cafual Revenues, Mr. Teamans.

Colledtor of the Hole-Town, Hugh Howel, £{qj
Colledor at Speight's, William Denny, Efq;

Clerk of the Markets, Norman Maccafcall, Efq;

Receiver of the 4; per Cent, Thomas Edwards, Efq;

Commiffioner of the Prizes, William Cleland, Efq}

Agent for the Ordnance, John Merring, Efq^

The Way of lifting, raifing, and paying the Milichi,

comes under that Article in the Laws of Barbados; and there-

fore we fhall fay nothing of it in this Place, but proceed to

the Revenues; which are fuch as arc raifed for the King or

Queen's Ufe, and fuch as are raifed for the Ufc of the Ifland.

Asfirft, the J^\ per Cent, upon all Goods fhiped off; which is

fettled on the Crown, and amounts to, Communibw Jnnisy

10000/. per Annum,

4 The
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The next Duty is 4 Pound of Gun-powder for each Tun,
of every Ship that unlades there, and is always paid in Spe-

cie, amounting to about 600 /,

There is alfo a Duty on Madeira Wines, 4 /. \os. a Pipe,

which amounts yearly to about 7000 /.

And on all other Liquors, which does not bring in above

2000 /.

Thefe are fettled Duties j the other are fuch as are raifed

by the Affembly for the Service of the Colony; and that is

generally done by a Pound-Tax, or Pole-Tax, and fome

Years have amounted to 20000 /, But there is nothing fettled

on the King or Queen, and their Heirs, except the 47 per

Cent. The other two Duties are appropriated to the Ufe of

the Stores and Forrs : And the Barbadians fay the fame of

the 4i per Cent. Duty : With what Reafon, will be feeu

hereafter.

The Parifli-Taxes are raifed by the Veftry, for the Main-

tenance of the Minifter, and the Poor, and keeping the

Churches in due Repair. And this brings us naturally to the

Cburch-Af&irs of the Ifland, which are under the Govern-

ment of a Surrogate, appointed by the Bifliop of London^

who is the Ordinary of all the Engli/h Colonies in America :

Where, in' Imitation of his I^ordfliip's Zeal for the Church

of England^ its Faith and WorOiip are, for the moll Part,

ftriftly profefTed. The Laws of Barbados charge and com"

mand^ that all Perfons inhabiting that IJland^ conform them-

felves to the Government and Difcipline of the Church of

England.

There are fo few DifTenters in this Ifland, that there has

been no publick Meeting eftablilTied, with a Paftor, fmce the

Year 16^0. The laft Presbyterian Minifter there, was Mr.
Vaughan : And none of his Opinion, fince his Death, have

though it worth their while to go fo far to propagate it.

The Minifters have good Allowances, the ieaft Benefice

being worth 150 or 200/. a Year; and that of the Bridge-

Town 6 or 700 /. The prefent Minifter of that Place, or,

St. Michael', is Mr. Berisfcrd.

Of St. George's, Vacant.

Of St. James, or the Hole, Mr. Gordon.

Of St. Thomas, Mr. Hargroye.

Of St. Peter's, or Speight's-Town, Mr, Ball.

Of All-Saints-Chapel, Mr. Ball.

Of St. Lucy's, Mr. Tuckerman.
Of St. Andrexv's, Mr. Jujlice.

Of St. lofeph\ Mr. FuUwQod.

Of
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Of St. John's, Mr. Wharton,

Of St. 'Phirip\ Mr. Irvine.

Of Chr'i/i-Churchy oxOiJiin's, Mr. Ramjey.
[

The prefent Surrogate is the Rev. Mr. Berlsford, who
fucceeded the pious and learned Mr. Cryer j as he did the

Rev. Mr. William Walker^ Minifter of St. Peter's^ and a

Member of the Council j the firft on whom the Bifhop of

London was pleafed to confer this Reverend and Honourable

Office.

The AfTembly have lately | had it under Confideration,

to erect a College, and endow it ^ towards which great Le-
gacies have been left, for the Education of their Youth

:

For it is not every Planter who can hi at the Charge of

fending his Sons to England to be educated j which the moft

wealthy of them have found inconvenient, by the Diftance

from their Parents and Guardians, and the Indulgence of their

Correfpondents here. Who, to flatter thefe young Gentle-

men, in Hopes of their ConAgnations, when they come to

their Eftates, or to engage them to write kindly of them to

their Friends, give them what Money they ask for j and by
this they often get a Plabit of Extravagance, which ends in

their Ruin. This would be prevented, if there were fitting

Schools in Barbados • which they might eafily have.

Mr. Thomas Tryon^^ who underftood the Intereft: of that

Ifland as well as any Man, affirms, that this fending their

Children to England has been a very great Hinderance to the

Redrefs of their Grievances ; for who can think they are un-

der fuch heavy Loads as they complain of, when they can

afford 2, 3,4, and 500/. a Year to their Sons in England,

moft of them proving Beaus of the firft Rate, and diftin-

guifhing themfelves by the Gaity of their Drefs and Equi-

page : From whence^ fays he, it is inferred, they are grown
•wonderful rich, infomuch that it can^t be thought amifs, or any

Oppre^on, to lay hnpofitions upon their Produce or Commodi-
ties ; but the wifer Sort are Men of other Sentiments as well as

myfelf And again, The loofe and extravagant Educatiojt of
your Youth (writing to a Planter) is a ftire Indication of Cala-
mity and Mifery to your Country, for in afew Years they come

io govern the publick Affairs.

Ail thefe Expences and Inconveniences would, in a great

Meafure, be prevented by the eredting a College and Librjiry

at the Bridge, with learned and pious ProfefTors in the Sci-

ences, to breed up young Gentlemen, without expofing them
to the Hazards of the Sea, and the more fatal Dangers of

Temptation and ill Company in England', where, having

Money
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Money at Will, when they are not of Years to know how to

make Ufe of it, they frequently continue in their Profufion

and Prodigality, till they have none left to fpend.

As the Gentlemen of Barbados may fuppofe the Author is

very well acquainted with this Truth, fo they cannot bur

know, that he can give a great many Exceptions to this bad

Cuitom, but not enough to argue againft its being abolifhed.

CHAP. VII.

Of the Sugar Catien, and the Way of making and
refining Sugar, as it is now pracftifed in Barbados •,

together with an Account of the Nature and Ufe
of that Commodity, Rum, and Molafies.

"VI/' E have, in thefirft Chapter, fhewed at what Time Sugar

Canes began to be firll: planted in Barbados ; we fhall

now fliew as well how thofe Plants were then cultivated, as

how they are managed at prefent.

'Tis for the Sake of this Plant, that many Thoufands of

Engli/Jmien have tranfported themfelves, their Families, and

Eftates, to the IVeJi- Indies-^ by this they have been raifed

from mean Conditions to a State of Affluence and Grandeur.

By this many Thoufands of Families have fubfifted, and been

enriched in England; the publick Revenues, Trade, and

Navigation, have been advanced, and the national Stock has

encreafed above three Millions. In a Word, the Grain produced

by this Plant has been faid, by very good Judges, to contain a

Subftance, was it altogether, as big as the whole Ifland.

Sugar grows in a long Stalk, which we call a Cane, full of

Joints, two, three, four, or five Inches afunder, and about

fix Foot high ; the Sprouts and Leaves at the Top rifmg up fo

high, as may make it near 8 Foot in all. The Body of the

Cane is about an Inch Diameter, feldom more. The Co-
lour of the Cane Tops is a pure Grafs-greeny of the Cane
itfelf, yellowifh, when ripe : 'Tis covered with a thin Skin
or Bark, fomewhat hard on the Infide, being of a white
fpungy Subftance, full of Juice, which the Servants and
others fuck, and eat great Quantities of, without injuring

their Health ^ nothing 'is pleafanter than this iSap, when the

Cane is ripe; it is alfo very nouriftiing and wholefom. if

taken with Moderation. Their Way of eating it is thus:

.^PL.II. la
' The/
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They cut the Skin or Rind off, and put the Pith or Tpungy

Parts into their Mouths, when the Juice will come out more

freely than Honey out of the Comb ; and this Sweetnefs as

far exceeds that of Honey, as a Pippin does a Crab. 'Tis not ^

furfeiting, but the cleaneft and bell Sweet in the Univerfe.

The Nature of this Juice is much like to that of Apples,

but fomething thicker, it is yellow when the Cane is ripe,

clean, and without any ill Tafte or Hogo, and goes off the

Palate as fweetly as it came on. Of this Juice Sugar, Rum,
and Molafles are made.

The Seafon for planting of Sugar Canes is from Auguft

to the Beginning of December {orQs.t)xaz%-^ which Canes don't

arrive to Maturity, till they have been a Year and a Quarter,

or a Year and an half in the Ground.

Their Manner of growing is in Sprouts, three, four, or

five, from one Root. They are not all of a Size, either in

Bignefs or Length, according to the Goodnefs of the Soil,

and the Seafons. Some Canes will not rife above 3 Foot

high, and others 6, and the Flags or Cane Tops of them ex-

ceed 9 Foot high. Stalk and all, and fometimes are under 6.

Thefe Cane Tops make very good Food for Horfes and

black Cattle -, but the folid Canes are carried to the Mill, for

the Ufes we fhall mention Irereafter.

The Manner of planting them, is by digging long Trenches

in the Earth, about 6 Inches deep, and as many broad, and

laying a double Row of Canes along in the Trench one by

another, from one End of the Trench to the other j then the

Earth is thrown in, and another Trench dug, and fo another,

at about two Foot Difbance, till all the Land is planted, by
laying the Canes along. Thus they produce the greater

Number of Sprouts; for this Way a Branch fhoots out of

every Joint of the Cane, whereas the firft Planters ufed to

thruft a Piece of Cane perpendicularly into a Hole at certain

Diftances, which yielded no Shoot but from the Top ; and
having three or four Sprouts, whofe whole Weight depended

on one Roor, when they grew tall and heavy, the Storms
loofened the Roots, and io they rotted, and became good
for nothing. By this new Way of Planting, the Root is fe-

cured, and the Produce encreafed. They come up in a little

while after they are planted j in about 12 Weeks they will be
a Foot high.

The next Care of the Planter is to keep his Canes well

weeded. Weeds being very apt to grow among them, and for-

merly the Withies in particular, a Creeper that runs along the

Ground, and faftens to the Canes, by which they hinder

their Growth.

The
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The Roots muft alfo be examined to fee ii any have failed,

that they may be fupplied in Time with others, left the

Ground fliould yield fomething hurtful to the Plant.

If the Withy had over-run a Plantation, or the Planter had
negleded to fill up the Vacancies of the Roots that failed m
Time, by which Means the Crop was feme ripe and fome
green, and could never be feparated but by much more Labour
than they were worth, the Planter burnt the Canes on the

Ground. By this tho' he loft fo much Time as his Canes had
grown, yet he did not lofe his Planting, for the Fire did noG

touch the Root, which ftioots out again prefently ; and ic

bettered the Soil, and deftroyed the Rats. They did this by

kindling the Y'ue on the Outfides of the Field, in a Circle

quite round the Piece of Ground ; the Rats retired from the

Borders to the Centre, and the Flames reaching at laft to that,

confumed a Swarm of them together.

Thefc Vcrm.ine were broui^ht thither by the Engl'ijh Ships,

and will fo gnaw and fuck the Canes, that they rot after it.

In the Time of the Turnado, in hiovember and December,

the Rats flew to the Houfes, where they would have done as

much Mifchief, but that they were more eafily deftroyed.

The Pradice nov/ is to dung the Canes, which \s done
either when they are planted, or when they come up, and
are two Foot high, and this is the greateft Trouble and Ex-
pence the Planter is atj for if it was not for this dunging, a

third Part of the Negroes would do.

When the Canes are ripe, which is known by their Colour,

they are cut up by Hand with a Bill, or other Tool, by one
at a Time (for they are too big to be mowed with a Scithe, or

cut with a Hook) as they cut them, they trim them, chop off

the Top, and cut or ftrip off the Leaves or Flags on the

Sides, which. are faved for the Ufes we have already fpoken

of.

The Canes thus cut were bundled up in Faggots, and tied

up with the Withies that grew among them, but are now only

tied with the Tops of the Canes. Then they are carried to

the Mill by Affnegoes, in Carts, or drawn by Horfes.

The Mills that were at firll: in Ufe there, were Cattle-

Mills j but lately every fubftantial Planter has one or two
Wind-Mills, and fome three, as at Sir Richard Hackct^s^ Sir

Samuel Husband^Sj and Col. Drax's Plantations.

Their Cattle-Mills and Wind-Alills are made after the

fame Manner as ours in England, and they grind the Canes
thus in the Cattle-Mills: The Horfes and Cattle being put to

their Tackle, go about, and turn by Sweeps the Middle Rol-

ler i which being cogged to turn others at the upper End,

L 2 tura
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turn tbem about. They all three turn upon the fame Centres,

which are of Brafs and Steel, going fo eafily of themfelves,

that a Man, taking hold of one of the Sweeps with his Hand,

inay turn all the Rollers about j but when the Canes are puc

in between the Rollers, it is a good Draught for five Oxen

or Horfes. A Negro Woman puts in the Canes on one Side,

and the Rollers draw them through on the other Side, where

another Negro Woman flands, receives them, and returns

them back on the other Side of the Middle Roller, which

draws the other Way.
This Operation prefles out the Juice, and the Englijh do

no more to the Canes : But the Spaniards have a Prefs to

fqueeze out the Remainder of the Liquor, after both the

. former Grindings, Their Works are fmall, and they are

willing to make the mofl of them.

Mr. Ligon^ from whom fome Part of this Account of the

Cattle-Mill is taken, fpeaks more largely of it j but thefe

Cattle-Mills are almoft quite out of Ufe, there being 40
Wind-Mills to one Cattle- Mill. The Rollers are of Wood,
cafed with Iron, and they prefs out the Juice fo thoroughly,

that there is no Occafion of a Prefs to fqueeze them j for in

an Hour's Time the Sun dries the Canes fo much, they are

fit to burn.

'Under the Rollers there is a hollow Place, into which all

. the Juice that runs from the Canes is received, and by Pipes of

Lead, or leaden Gutters covered over clofe, conveyed into

a Ciftern, near the Stairs, as you go down from the Mill-

Houfe into the Boiling-Houfe.

The bruifed Canes, which are called Trajh in Barbados,

are dried in the Sun ; and fince Wood is grown fcarce, be-

Ste h's Let- come the principal Fuel there. It makes, fays Mr. Tryon, a

ten. weak and uncertain Fire, much inferior either to Wood or

Coals, in the boiling of Sugars.

When Sugar was firft planted in this iJland, one A.cre of

Canes yielded more than now, for four, five, fix, or feven

Years together, without any farther planting or dilnging

;

the fame Root would (hoot forth new Branches, and thofe

be fuller of Sap than the Canes are at this Time; when the

Sugar being of fo great a Subftance, and containing fuch a

Quantity of rich Juices, and the Planters being limited to a

• fmall Proportion of Land, prellingit fo often with the fame
Plant, and never letting itlie ftill, the Soil is fo impoverifhed,

that they are now forced to dung and plant every Year ; info-

much that 100 Acres of Cane require almoft double the

Number of Hands they did formerly, while the Land re-

tained its nacural Vigour, which alio then did not only bring

fortii
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forth certain Crops, but fewer Weeds too, the Weeds hav-

ing been encreafed by frequent Dunging.

Molt of the Sugar IQands, Barbados efpecially, have a kind

of white chalky Gravel, called Marl^ two or' three Foot

deep, which of it felf is of fo hot a Temper, and that is en-

creafed fo much by dunging, that their Crops in all dry

Seafons are fure to fail; and on the other Hand, in a wee

Year the Canes grow rank, and never come to Mamrity.

Some Objeftions will certainly be made to this at Barbados ;

for what is faid of the Uncertainty of the Fire of the dried

Canes, can only relate to the Negligence of Servants, in

feeding it, for if there's Fuel, it will always be a conftann

and vigorous Flame.

As to the Marl, faid to be frequent here, it is fo rare,

that I have been told by an Inhabitant of the Illandj he nirely

or never faw any, nor met with a Soil too hoc, or a Seafon
,

too rank for his Canes.

We have before treated of the Growth of the Canes,

and the fqueezing out the Juice in a Cattle-Mill j the Pradice

is much the fame in aWater-Mill; but this relates ^o Ja-
maica, and thofe Illands, where Rivers are more common
than here. The chief Difference between the one and the

other confifts only in the Way of turning the Rollers, cither

by Draught or Wind.
When the Liquor is in the Ciftern, it mufi: not remain

there above one Day, left it grow four: From thence it is

conveyed through a Gutter, fixed to the Walls of the Boil-

ing- houfe, to the clarifying Copper, or Boiler, and there

boiled, till all the Filth or grols Matter riling on the Top,

is skimmed ofF. This is the largeft Copper in the Boiling-

houfe- and as the Liquor is refined, 'tis taken out of the

Copper, and carried into the fecond, and lb into a third,

fourth, fifth, fixth, . and feventh. The leaft is called the

Tach, where it boils longeft. It is continually kept itirring

and boiling, till it comes to a Conliftency j and yet all this

Boiling would reduce it only to a thick clammy Subftance,

without kerning or turning to a Grain, were it not for the

Temper that is thrown into it. This Lye or Temper was

many Years ago made of the Aflies of the IFiihy^ which in

the Field was fo deftrudtivc to the Cane, flecped and boiled

in Water to a certain Strength j and of this a Imall Qiianti-

ty was thrown into the Boiler, \vhen the Sugar was boiling,

upon which it would prefently kern, and grow hard.

Tlic Quality of the Temper is fliarp, and this Acid caufes

the clammy Subftance to part, curdle and kern ; and fo it

candies, and becomes Sugar. A Drop of thi-i thrown into

L 3
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the Copper when the Liquor was firft boiling, would have

quite fpoiled ir, and it would never have made Sugar.

The Temper now ufed is made of Lime infufed in com-
mon Water. The Boiler makes his Liquor ftronger or

weaker according to the Goodnefs of the Canes j and there

is never any brown nor white Sugar made without this Lime
Water, or its Equivalent, Pot-AOies, which yet is very rare-

ly ufed, being neither lb good, nor fo cheap, as Lime-Wa-
ter is found to be.

Mufcovado Sugar
J
a Term borrowed from the Poriuguefe

of Brazil^ which is the brownell Sort, requires fometimes

ftronger Lime-Water than our Sugar-bakers or Refiners ufe,

in refining White Sugar : And without this Operation, as

has been faid, the Juice of the Canes could never be made

, into a firm fubftantial Body, nor acquire a fparkling Grain,

but would remain a dull flat Sp-up^ of a heavy grofs Nature^

oeither wholefom nor pleafant. For as the Juice of the

Cane is a compleat Sweet, wherein the faltifh, aftringent,

bitter, and fharp Qualities, are weak and impotent, fo

without their AlTiftance it cannot obtain a Body : Where-
fore Lime-Water, which includes them all, is thrown into

it, when the Sugar begins to rife up with a turbulent ungo-

vernable Fury, occafioned by the Fermentation of the Li-

quor of the Lime-Water, and the vehement Heat of the

Fire.

To prevent its running over the Copper, they throw in a

Piece of Butter no bigger than a fmall Nut. This, though
there are two or three hundred Gallons of Liquor in it, will

prefently make it fall down within its Circle in the Boiler,

which proceeds from a kind of Antipathy between the fait

nitral Property of the Juice of the Cane, and the animal

Sulphur of the Butter. From the Boiler^ when it is reduced

to a proper Subilance, the Liquor is carried to the Cooling-

Ciftern, called the CcoUr ; where it remains till it is fit to

be put in Pots, which are now made of Earth, and the

Form of them known to every body, they being daily to be
;l'een in the Sugar-Houies in London^ and eifewhere. They
are wide at Top, and taper downwards ; where a Flole is left

for the MolafTes to run out : A Commodity which always is

in Demand in England among the Diftillers.

Of the Skimmings of all the Coppers the Planters diftil

the famous Spirit known by the Name of Rum \ -which by
fome Perfons is preferred to Brandy. It is a hot Spirit, and
has %x\ ofFenfive Stnell and Tafte with it ; it is faid to be
very wholefom, and therefore it has lately fupplied the Place

pf Brandy in Punch. Indeed it is much better than Malt-

f^iirics,
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fpirits, and the fad Liquors fold by our Diftiilers. But a

fine Spirit extraded from MolafTes, or Raifins, will certainly

have the Preference of Rum by all nice Palates.

We muft remember, that the Liquor of the Cane, when
put into thc'Pots, would run out ; but they are flopped with

a Cane-top, till they are fet upon the Dripps, hereafter

mentioned.

The Sugar remains in thefe Pots two Days, and two
Nights ; at the End of which it will be thoroughly cold

;

and then, if it is good, knock upon the Pot with your n

Finger, and it will give a Sound. But if the Sugar be bad,

it will neither be hard, nor give any Sound.

The Pots afterwards are removed to the Curing-houfe,

and fet upon Earthen-pans, called Dripps, about a Foot

from the Ground, and the Molaffes run into them, which
is afterwards either carried to the Diftil-houfe, or put into a

Ciftern, where it remains till it rifes to a good Quantity •

which is fon:ieuimes boiled again, and a Sort of Sugar made
of it, called Paneels, worfe than Mufcovado, and fhipped off

in Casks for England.

In a Month's time the Planters reckon the Sugar is

fufficiently cured. If the Molaffes did not run from any

of the Pots, as it ought to do, they formerly bored a

Hole in their wooden Jarrs with an Augre, to open the

PafTages.

From the Curing-Room the Pots are removed to the

Knocking-Room ; fo called, becaufe the Pots are there turned

upfide down, and the Sugar knocked out of them : Which
will appear of three difterent Colours and Qualities, the

Top brown, and a frothy light Subftance for the Depth
of an Inch or two ; the Bottom black, heavy, moift, and

full of Molaffes for about a Foot j and the Middle white,

dry, and good ; and this is generally three Quarters of the

whole. The Top is packed up with the Bottom ; about half

of the whole are boiled, and further refined with the Paneeh.

The Middle is carried to the Store-houfe, as fit for the Mar-
ket

; yet the fineft of this Sort will have a Foot ^ that is, a

Sediment at Bottom, after it is in the Hoglhead, which will

be, blacker than the refl, moiiter and fouler, occafioned by

the Molaffes that remain in it.

This is the Sugar that is commonly imported, and is fit

for both the Grocer and Sugar-baker. Nine Pound of the

Juice of the Cane, which is a Gallon, makes but one Pound
of Mufcovado, and one of Molaffes ^ the refl is Skimmings

and Dregs,

*
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If the Canes be not good, then nine Pounds make but
three Quarters of a Pound of Mufcovado Sugar, and the

like Quantity of MolaCTes.

The Badnefs of the Canes was, in times paft, caufed

either by their being planted too thick, which intercepted

the Heat from penetrating through them to the Roots, or a'

V/et Seafon, by which fome will be ripe, and fome not ^ and

what are of them, will not be h much in Quantity, nor fo

good in Quality.

There was as much Difference between the Sugar made of

fuch Sort of Canes, and of fuch as were ripe, as there is be-

tween Cyder made of Apples growing on the Out-fide of

the Trees, and of thofe that grow under the fliady Boughs,

where the Sun cannot influence them with its warming

Beams. This was when the Soil was too rich ; but now
there's no fuch Fault, and the Canes all ripen well, if plant-

ed in time.

There are alfo other Caufes of Goodnefs of the Colour

and Grain of fome Mufcovado Sugar, and the Badnefs of

others : As the Goodnefs and Badnefs of the Lands the Canes

grow on ; the good or bad Times of the Year the Sugar is

made in j and the Art and Experience of the chief Boiler.

The beR Sort is that which is of a lively, whitifh and bright

Yellow, with a fparkling Grain. I have feen fome of this

Sort made at Mr. Walter's Plantation at ApeJhilU fo fine and

white, that when there was a heavy Duty on firfland fecond

Whites, and another on Sugars fit for Ufe, befides that on

Mufcovado, v.'hich continues to this Day, was paft by the

Surveyors at the Cuftom-houfe for firft Whites, and his Cor-

refpondent Sir 'John Baii;don was forced to ufe a great deal

of Solicitation to get them off as Fhts, a Term the Mer-

chants called the Sort next above Mufcovado by, and was

the loweft degree of clay'd or purged Sugars. Other Sorts

I have feen as bad as Antego Sugar, and fit only for a Dutch

Market.

The next Operation with Sugar, is refining the Mufcovado

by the fame Lime-JVate?-^ as the Juice of the Cane is refined

with ; and thefe Sugars are called Whites^ or purged Sugar,

Clay'd Sugars are made white by claying the Pots of Muf-

covado : Which is done thus : They take a kind of whitifh

Clay, fomewhat like Tobacco Pipe-clay, and temper it with

Water for that Purpofe, to about the Thicknefs of Pancake-

batter J
they pour it with a Ladle on the Sugar in the Pots,

near an Inch thick ^ which Clay has a wonderful Power

over the Sugar, to purge the groffer, flatulent, or treacly

fart dpv.'nward, and to caufe tl^e Pot of Sugar, which ge-

nerally
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nerally contains about half an hundred of Brown-fugar, to

become lefs in Quantity, and of feveral Colours and Good-
nefs. For the firit three or four Inches on the Top of the

Pot, the Sugar, after it has flood four Months, is very white,

near the Whitenefs of our Sugar-bakers Sugary and the nexc

four or five Inches is not fo white ; and fo the whole Pot is

in degrees, till you come to the Bottom ; every Degree down-
wards grov^ing worfe and worfe. For this Reafon the Sugar-

bakers and Clayers divide the feveral Sorts into Fir/h^ Se-

conds^ Thirds
J
and Fourths; each of which Sorts is packed

in feparare Casks from the other, and fold at different Prices,

very far fliort of what they bore in the Infancy of the Colony,

White-Sugar felling then for lo /. a Hundred, and now not
for 3 /.

This Account is given us by Mr, Tryon, who was not fb

well acquainted with the Claying of Sugars, as he was with
Mufcovado : For the true Way of Claying of Sugars is this-

When the Liquor is brought from the Clarifiers^ it is (train-

ed, and then carried into the Tachesy and made as other

Sugars are : But when it comes to be put into Pots, it is

kept ftirred till it begins to cool. When it has been kept
ten Days, it is dug up for five or fix Inches deep, and then
levelled again, and covered with the Clay, which lies on it,

for ten Days; then it is dug up and levelled as before, and a
new Clay put on, which lies on it till it is thoroughly purged

:

After which it is knocked out, and divided into Firfts and
Seconds, and the Bottom fometimes makes a Third Sort.

There is at leaft 30 or 35 per Cent, wafte; but this is made
up by the Molaffes, which makes a very good Paneel-Swyzr

and the Molafles of thofe Panecls is dillilled into Rum, which
'of late has been rarely made, bccaufe of the exceffive Duty.
The vaft Quantities of purged Sugar that are made here and
there, occafion its Cheapnefs ; though the Planters have late-

ly been forced to lay down the claying of Sugars, on ac-

count of the high Duties, and low Rates in England.

Clay'd Sugar not being refined, that is, boiled over again,

is not free from various, grofs, Treacly Qualities ; which
Refining only will purge away, or feparate. None of our
Sugar-Illands can make this Sort to any Advantage, except
Barbados. And it. is not all Plantations there, that yield

Canes whofe Juice kern to a Mufcovado Sugar, fit for
claying, for want of Strength.

If a 100 Weight of Firfts and Seconds fliould be refined,

it would not make above half that Quantity, the reft being,
as we have faid, Coarfe Sugar, MolalTes and Skimmings, of

a dirty black Subftance j which grols excrementitious Mat-

ter,
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ter, while the Sugar remained entire, was unknown and im-
perceptible to the moft curious Eye ; and it is the like in

Mufcovado, to a larger degree, as to the grofs Matter.

The fineft purged Sugar that ever came from Barbados,

was, till within rhefe 1 8 or 20 Years, made of the Growth
of Sir Ti?nothy ThornhiWs Plantation, Sir John Bawdoii's^

and Mr. Walter's. The former had a Negro who was al-

lowed to communicate his Art to one of Sir John Bawdon'sy

a Boiler j and he became fo excellent, that I have heard

that Gentleman fay, he would not fell him for 500/. This

Black iniliruded Mr. Walter's Servant, and others have fince

made excellent Whites, but none fo good as came from

thofe Plantations.

Mr. lValter''s and Sir John Bawdon's Plantations lye both

in Scotland \ and one may thence imagine, that that part of the

Ifland produces a Sugar fitteft for the Clay ; though it is to

be fuppofed, that the Skill of their Servants contributed

moft to the Goodnefs of their Sugars,

There are other Ways of diftinguifhing good Sugar from

bad, particularly Mufcovado Sugar, that has only gone thro'

the Operation of boiling, which is by its keeping j Mufco-
vado being fouler and grolTer than either clayed or refined,

will not keep fo long. It may be kept feveral Years, and be

fit for Ufe, though not fo good the fecond Year as it was
thefirft; and if it is a Year and an half old, it grows of a

foft yielding Temper, and a fmall weak Grain or Body.

The Refiner will find out its bad Qjialities as foon as it is

in his Pan, and it will neither yield fo much, nor what it

makes be fo good, as if it had been worked fooner.

Clay'd Sugar, if well ordered, will keep longer, though

not much ; for which reafon Brafd Sugar is generally moift
;

and Barbados clay'd Sugar will alfo fink into the fame
Clamminefs, and not keep fo long as what is refined.

We have fo often mentioned refined Sugars, the Reader
will expert an Account of them, and in what they differ

from clay'd.

The clay'd, as is before-mentioned, has no Lime-Water
put into it, neither is it boiled again, but only Pots of Muf-
covado Sugar clay'd down ; which Clay, by its Coldnefs,

condenfes, and forces the Moifture downwards
j

yet enough

is left behind, to make it fouler and grolTer than refined

Sugar j which is Mufcovado boiled over again, and clarified

with Lime-water, potted and drained ; and this Sugar will

be drier, and of a more fparkling White than the brighceft of

the clay'd.

Double
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Double and treble refined is only the fame Sugar clarified

twice- or thrice over. By which means I have ktn feme
Sugar whiter than the falling Snow, and of a Grain as fine

as Flower
j

yet of a Svveetnefs that nothing could equal,

which was not of the Juice of the Cancj and this fold af-

ter the rate of ten Pound a Hundred j when firft Whites

fetched but three Pound, or three Pound ten Shillings.

There are no great Quantities of this Sort exported from

Barbados ^ the Duty on refined Sugar being no lefs than

50 s. a Hundred in England.

The Sugar refined in Barbados is infinitely finer and whiter

than the Sugar-Bakers Sugar here in England , who are a

Sort of Men that have adulterated this Commodity, and

brew it as much when it is in Liquor, as Hedge-Vintners fo-

phifticate their Wines,

The Grain of the Barbados Refined Sugar is very fine,

and the Colour a true white, comparable to the befl of that

Kind in Nature : Whereas the Sugar-Bakers refined Sugar

is a blewilh fickly white, which looks glaring to the Eye, but

will not bear Examination like the Barbados. One Reafon

of this, among many others, may be tlie whitening the

Sugar in Barbados in the Sun. Some Planters ufe Barbicues

for this Purpofe- a Machine made about three or four Foot

high, with Drawers to hold the Sugar ; and thefe are drawn

out when the Sugar \s expofed, and lliut in on the Likelihood

of wet or mifty Weather, which would melt that Com-
modity.

Sugar dried and whitened by the Sun-beams, in a ferene

Climate, muft of Confequence be a purer White, than

what is dried in fmoky Rooms by Coal-Fires, or in Stoves,

where the Dampnefs will prejudice the true Brightnefs of the

Sugar, though the Bakers have a way to make it fparkle even

more than that of Barbados. Since both they and the Plant-

ers work up all their Sugar with the Salt Nitre of Stones,

infufed in Water ^ which is better underftood by Lime-Wa-
ter, as we have hitherto called it ; and that this Ingredient is

reckoned unwholefom by feveral Men and Women, Dodors»
Apothecaries, and others, that the dufly, ftony Quality of

the Lime remains in the Sugar, efpecially the refined j and
will rather ufe brown, dirty, or clay'd Sugar, it will not be

improper to anfwer this Objedlion, that many thoufands of
Perfons, who have not given themfelves the Trouble of

fludying this Matter, may be convinced of their Error : In

which 1 fhall make ufe of the Argument of the late Mr.
Thomas Tryon^ an eminent and an ingenious Barbados Mer-
chant at London^ who reconciled Bulinels aud Letters, and

I (l)ewed,
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fhewed, that a Man might at once improve his Underftand-

ing and his Fortune. His" Words are thefe
;

ryon'f ' The brown or clay'd Sugars are good in their kind;

they are not to be compared with our white refined Su-

gars, this being a general and fure Rule, that the whiter

any Sugar is, the cleaner, finer, and wholefomer it is, and
is the more purged from all GrofTaefs and Impurity. On
the other Side, the blacker, duller, and moifter any Sugar

is, the fouler and grofTer it mull; be, and confequently the

more unwholefom and unhealthy ; for the moft, if not all

the Operations of boiling, skimming, clarifying, and

ftraining, performed irr making the grofs crude Juices of

the Sugar-Cane into Mufcovado Sugar, is done by the Re-
finers, even to a higher Degree, and with great Charge,

Skill, and Cleanlinefs, in working Brown-Sugar into White;
and certainly the more Sugar is freed from its Groffnefs and

Molaffes, the more compadt and harder is its Body, and

the more Spirits and Life is in it. It will perform all the

Ufes in Houfewifery to a greater Perfection, is of a finer

Tafte, of a more excellent Complexion, and caufes all

Things, wherein it is mixed, to be more wholefom and
pleafant ; fo that thefe fcrupulous Perfons may alTure them-

felves, that the fparkling Grain, and Hardnefs of White-
Sugar, are not at all occafioned by any Mixture of Lime,
but by its own Finenefs, as being freed from the groffer

Part, or Molafles, or treacly Quality, which is foft, grofs,

and of a black or dull Complexion : Befides, the Sal

Nitral Powers and Virtues that imbibe and give them-

felves forth, and incorporate with the Water, are invi-

fible and fpirituous Qualities, as much unfeen, and un-

known to Mankind, as the Powers and Virtues that dwell

in the Centre of all vegetative and animal Creatures. And
though we know each Creature encreafes, grows, and
multiplies, yet the inward Power from whence this pro-

ceeds, remains a Myftery, and wholly invifible to us. Now
for the Satisfaction and better Liformation of fuch as per-

fifl: in a Belief that there is fome Trick of the Workman
in preparing a Compofl: or Mixture of Lime, or fome fuch

thing in white refined Sugar, let them take common
Water, as that of the Thames^ or New-River^ which for

the moft Part is not very fine nor clear, into which lee

them infufe fuch a Quantity of flacked Lime as Refiners

do, in a fliort Time the dufty Body of the faid Lime will

fink to the Bottom, and the Water will become, as it were,-

purged or ratified from all its Impurities, and thereby be

rendered much finer and clearer than other Water that

fi
come?
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* comes from the fame Spring: Bcfidcs, the Lime Water
' will keep fweer, and free from all Kind of (linking Foulnefs,

' a confiderable Time longer than any other common Water
' that is entire, or without this Ingredient of Lime. 'Tis

* with this clear and fine Water, that both brown and
' white Sugars are boiled up, and that which endues both
' Sorts with its iparkling lively Grain, and brisk fpirituous

' Body, and without which no Arc could raife it to fuch a
* complete and ufeful Body, and become fo lively and vigo-
* rous in Operation • unto which moft or all the befl: exhila-

* rating Cordials, made by Phyficians, Apothecaries, and
* Houfewives, owe their Original : So that let them believe

' or not, it is manifeft there is no fuch Mixture of Lime,
' Alum, or any Thing like it in the Refiners white Sugar/

There is another white Sugar of feveral Colours, exceed-

ing our Mufcovado, called Lifhon Sugar, becaufe it came
firft from Rrafil xoLhhon^ but particular Planters have made
as good Sugar of that Sort at Barbados, as ever was made at

Brajtl j an Inllance of which I have given in this Chapter
j

and the moifl Barbados Sugar is often fold by our Grocers

for Lisbon, which the good Women call a Fat Sugar, fup-

pofing it will fweeten better, but our Refiners white Sugar is

much whiter, drier, and cleaner than the 5r^7/// white Sugar.

The beft Mufcovado is whitilTi^ with a fparkling Grain.

The next is that which tends towards an Afli Colour, having

a large fandy Grain or Body j this is 3 or 4, j. a Hundred
cheaper than the firft Sort, and is generally bought up by the

Refiners, as the firft is by the Grocers. The third is of a

darkifh fad Colour, fomewhat inferior to the other two, and

proper for refining. The worft Sort of all is of a deep red-

ifh Colour, has a fofc weak Grain and Body, and makes the

pooreft Work in refining, "both in Quality, Colour, and Quan-
tity. The Value of all Mufcovado Sugar is always in Pro-

portion to its Colour and Strength ; of white Sugar, to its

Whitenefs and Drinefsj and the fame of refined Sugar ; the

former of which has always a Foot^ or Sediment, and the

latter very little or none at all.

We have been the larger in our Account of this profitable

Plant, becaui'e it is the main Article of the Britijh Com-
merce in America j we have feen how it rifes from a Root to

a Plant, and have followed it in all its Operations, till it is fit

for the Table, or the Lady's Confervatory • by which we may
fee how painfully and chargeably the Planters work up this

Commodity, which we in England don't fee fo great a Value

.
upon as we ought: We have feen how the Cape is carried to

the Mill, Cattle-Mill or Wind-Mill, how th^Juice is con-

veyed
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veyed to the Ciftern, thence to fix or feven Boilers, thence

to the Cooler j how it is then put into Pots, then fet in the

Curing-Room, thence removed to the Knocking- Room:
All thefe Rooms are built conveniently, one after another, to

eafe as^much as'poffible the Labour of the Servants ; who from

Monday Morning, wiien they begin to work, to Saturday

Nio;ht, when they always leave ofF, are kept conftantly at it;

but being too hard Work for the fame Men to hold it fo

long, they are relieved twice a Day, and rake their Turns in

the Field. And the like do the Horfes in the Mill, which re-

quires 5 or <? Horfes at a Time to draw it.

Since Wind-Mills came up, the Planters have not ufed,

nor wanted fo much Cacde as before. Affnegoes ufed to

carry the Canes, as Carts do now, to the Mill, and the Su-

gar from the Score-houfe to the Water-fide ; where it is fhip'd

or fold.

What remains now to be treated of, are the Dregs of the

Juice, the Skimmings of the Copper, and the Droppings of

the Pots, which are all capable of Improvement. They are

carried to Ciilerns and Backs, where they ferment ; and are

then drawn by Pipes into the Stills, in a Houfe adjoining

to the former, which is called the Dijitiling-Houfe. Here

they are firll diftilled, and then rectified into the Spirit we
have fpoken of, called Rum.
The Ways of managing it is much improved, fince the

firft Settlement of the'lfland. 'Tis brought to fuch Per-

fedion, that were it not for a certain Twang or Hogo that ic

receives from the Juice of the Cane, it would take Place

next to French Brandy ; for it is certainly more wholefom, at

leaft in the Sugar-Iflands • where it has been obferved, that

fuch as drink of the latter freely, do not live long ; whereas

the Rum- Drinkers hold it to a good old Age.

Rum does not fo foon deflroy the radical Moifture and

Digeftion of the Stomach, as French Brandy does- whofe

thin hungry Leannefs is proved, by putting a raw Piece of

Flefh into it, where it will be eaten, and perifh much fooner

than a like Piece put at the fame Time into Barbados Brandy

or Rum.
The Molajfesj which is the Runnings from the Sugar, is.

either diftilled at Home, or fliip'd for England^ and fold to,

our Diftillers, who make a noble, clean Brandy with it,

much better than the Spirit of Malt, or any other Spirit, ex-

cept what is extracted from the Produdlions of the Vine.

The Runnings from the Sugar-Pots in the Refiners Curing-

Houfcs in England, are called Treacle j and this is much
cleaner than the MolalTes of Barbados^ but not than the

Barbados
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Barbados Treacle ; which is alfo the Runnings of the Sugar-

Pocs, after the Sugar is refined there.

Treacle makes admirable Brandy, and brown Sugar 3

finer Spirit ftill than that. This exceeds all other Brandy, as

much as Light does Darkneft, being the higheft and nobleft

Cordial that can be made of any Fruit or Vegetable.

Molafles and Treacle are of excellent Ufe in Medicines,

and other Things, particularly in fermented Liquors or

Drinks j in which they are to be preferred, by many De-
grees, to the Sweets of Male; and there is no Ufe which

they are put to, but that Sugar, and its Syrrup, will ferve

much better in its fread.

We mufl: confefs, that this excellent Produdion of the

Cane in Barbados is one of the mofl pleafant and ufeful

Things in the World, in many Cafes : For befides the Ad-
vantages of it in Trade, which will be difcouried of in ano-

ther Chapter, Phyficians and Apothecaries cannot be without

it, there being near three Hundred Medicines made up with

Sugar j almofl all Confedlionary Wares receive their Sweet-

neis and Prefervation from it. Mofl Fruits would be per-

nicious without it 5 the fineft Paffries could not be made,

nor the rich Cordials that are in the Ladies Clofets, nor their

Conferves; neither could the Dairy furnifh us with fuch

Variety of Difhes, as it does, but by the Affiffance of this

noble Juice.

CHAP. VIIL

Of the Trade of Barbados to and from Engla?id, to

Africa^ and the other Parts of America ; and of

their riinnine: Cafh, or Coin.

'"P H E Trade of Barbados is more general than a great

many People imagine j who feeing nothing come from
thence but Sugar, and a fev/ other Commodities, think all the

Merchants there are wholly employed in buying of Sugar,

and (hipping it Home.
This, it is true, is the main Article, and it is this draws fb

many Trades after it, as to England, for NecelTaries for the

Subiiftence and Ck)thing of the Planters, and their Families^

to New-England and Carolina for Provifions j to New-Tork
and Virginia for Bread, Pork, Flower, Indian Corn, and

Tobacco
i to Guinea for Negroes j to Madeira for Wine

^

to
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to Terceras and Fyall for Wine and Brandy ; to the Ifles (^

May and Ciirajjhu for Salt ; and to Ireland iov Beef and Pork j

but that Trade is fomewhat leflTened lateiy.

'Tis amazing to think what a prodigious Number of Hands
this little Spot of Ground employs, which we fliall treat of

eUewhere, and what great Commerce it occahons in thofe

Parts of the World.
As to its Trade with England, it formerly loaded 40O

Sail of Ships, moft of chem of coniiderable Burthen, with

Sugar, Cotton, Ginger, &c. Since the War, that Number
is decreafed 10250 j and even that is much more than all the

other Sugar-Iilands put together ever loaded Home.
The Inhabitants at firll planted Tobacco, and fent it to

England, but it was found to be fo bad, that Necellity, as

well as Profit, obliged them to look out for fome other

Trade, tho' as good Tobacco as any in the World has grown
there.

Indigo was fliipped thence fbme Years fince, but there is now
little or none made in the Ifland. Of Ginger fcraped and

fcalded they make great Quantities, and have Abundancte of

Cotton-Shrubs
i

a Commodity that turns very well to

Account.

Thzy q[(q (hx^ Lignum Fitce, Succats, Citron -Water, Mo-
laflfes, Rum, and Lime-juice, for England. The two laft

Commodities, about 20 Years ago, ufed to come in Kegs
for Prefents, fo did the Succats j and the Citron-Water in

Bottles : But now French Wine and Brandy are dear, and
Lemons fcarce, Rum -Punch has been m.uch ufed, and Lime-
juice fupplied the Place of Lemons. Thefe Goods they

confign to their Fadors or Correfpondents in England:,

.who have 2 and half per Cent. Commiffion for Sales, and as

much for Returns; and one half per Cent. Commiffion, for

paying and receiving Money by Bills of Exchange.
The Merchants in Barbados have 5 per Cent. Commiffion

for Sales, and 5 per Cent, for Returns j which, together with
other Advantages, make their Bufinefs very advantageous;
but they are apt to impofe upon the Planters in the Prices of
what they buy and fell, obliging them to take their Neccfla-
ries, which they know they muit have, at what Rates they

pleafe j and giving them the fame for their Sugar, which they

know they muft fell.

Moft of the Merchants there are a Sort of Shop-keepers,
and retail their Goods in their Ware-houfes. Of late there are
Teveral Shop-keepers, who buy whole Cargoes of them at fo

much per Cent. Advance upon the prime Coft m the In-

voice,
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voice, and retail out the Goods afterwards. Thefe Goodsi
which are all brought from Eijgland or Inland^ are,

Ozinbrigs, which is a chief Commodity, vaft QLiantities

being confumed by the Servants and Slaves, whofe
Clothing is made of this Sort of Linnen.

Linnen of all Sorts, for the Planters and their Families.

Broad Cioth and Kerfies, for the Planters own Ufe, or

their Overfeers.

Silks and Stuffs, for their Ladies and Houfhold Servants.

Red Caps, for Slaves, Male and Female.

Stockings and Shoes of all Sorts, for Mailers and Servants,

Gloves and Hats, of all Sorts and Sizes.

Millensry-Ware and Periwigs.

Laces for Linnen, Woollen and Silks.

Beef from Ireland.

Pork from England or Ireland.

Peafe, Beans, Oats, and Bisket. The three former from
the IVe/i Country ; the latter from London^ the Bread
being better there than in any other Part of England,

and will keep better ; which is a great Convenience
now, that good Bisket is bought for 8 j. a Hundred.
By that Time it gets to Barbados^ perhaps it will be half

Worm-eaten, or at leaft by that Time it is half fpent,

the reft will be good for nothing. This Damage is in

Ibme Meafure prevented, by the Goodnefs of the

Bread, which the London Bakers underftand beft ; and
tho' it may come cheaper in the Country, yet by that

Time it is fold at the Bridge^ or in the Store-houfe at

the Planter's Habitation, there will be fo much Wafte,

that the Price is generally double j and it is often fo with

London Bisket alfo.

Wine of all Sorts, ftrong Beer, and Pale- Ale, Pickles,

Candles, Butter and Cheefe, Iron Ware for Mills and Sugar-

Works; as Whip-faws, Hand -faws. Files, Axes, Hatchets,

Chifels, Adzes, Hoes, Pick-axes, Mattocks, Plains,

Gouges, Augres, Hand-bills, Drawing-knives, Nails, and
all Sorts of Birmingham Ware, Leaden-Ware, Powder and
Shot, and Brafiery Ware. As to Braliery and Birtningham
Ware, tho' they are good Commodities, yet they are fuch

as agree the leaft with the Climate of any. They rull, canker,

and are eaten up in a few Years.
The Air there is fo moift, that if any Inftrument of Steel

is never fo clean, let it lie one Night expofed to the Air, it

will be rufty by next Morning ; which, tho' Things do not

you n^ M * - - - ^ ruft
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ruft Co foon now, occafions the NeceflTity of frequent Sup-

plies of fach Sort of Goods. Copper Ware for the Sugars is

a very good Commodity.

Clocks and Watches feldom go right there ; but I believe

the Watch-makers are as often in the Fault, or the Owners

at leaft in not looking well after them, as the Air, theDamp-

nefs of which is faid to afFeft the Springs and Movements,

fo as to render the Motion uncertain. I know a Gentleman

who carried over a Watch to Barbados^ of Waters's making,

ten Years ago, after he had had it four in England^ and that

Watch went well for feven Years there, without wanting to

be cleaned or righted : Whereas a Watch made at the fame

Time by the fame Man, of the fame Price, and with equal

keeping, was fpoiled in a much lefs Time in England^ with-

out any Accident coming to it j and yet for feveral Years it

went as well, or better, than the other, which has been fince

another Voyage to Barbados^ and goes ftill well without mend-

ing. And this is a plain Proof, that the Climate is not fuch

an Enemy to the noble Machine, a Watch, as fome ignorant

Voyagers pretend ; who either carried over Trafh, or did not

know how to ufe them.

All Sorts of India Goods and Toys, Goals, Pan- tiles,

Hearth-ftones, Hoops j and, in a Word, every Thing that is

proper for an Englijh Market, or Fair, will fell there, the

Difference of the Climates always confidered.

Servants will go off well, efpecially fuch as are not tranf-

porced for Crimes, but go voluntarily. Of thefe many Com-
panies have been fent from Scotland; and fince the Union has

fbcceeded, it is to be hoped many more will be tranfported

thither. But upon the Difput^s between the two Nations,

about the Weft-India Trade, at Darien and elfewhere, the

Scots denied the EngUjh the Advantage which their Colonies

drew from their Plenty of Servants, occafioned by the Num-
ber of the Poor in that Kingdom.

Mechanicks, as Carpenters, Joiners, Mafons, Smiths,

Paviers, Coopers, Taylors, go off beft ; and if very good

ones, are vi'orth 25 or 30 /. a Piece for their 5 Years Service.

This and the other Tflands in King Charles's Reign lay

under the Scandal of kidnapping young Men and Boys, that

is, forcing or enticing them aboard a Ship without their own
or Friends Confents ; fbme great Merchants were charged

with it, .^.nd Sir TV Hayman^ a Bri/lel Merchant, actually

tried for it by Judge Jcffnia^ but ^e Faft was never fairly

proved upon them, and fince the Laws againft it have been

fo well put in Execution in the Colonies, as well as in En-

gknd^ that wicked Traffick is quite deftroyed. There are

. fome
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fbme Cautions necelTary to be obferved by fuch as would fend

a Cargo of wafting or peri (liable Goods to Barbados^ which

are, that they fhip their Butter, Oil, Candles, Liquors, and

Provifions, as near as they can about the latter End of Sep-

tember, and then the Ship on which they are loaden, may
arrive about the Middle of November, the Length of the

Voyage being commonly lix Weeks, if the Veirel fails di-

redly thither. I have known a Ship, as particularly the

Richard and Michael, Captain "John IViiliams Commander,
belonging to Mr. Richard Walter and Col. Michael Terrilly

to make the Voyage homewards in 22 Days, the fhorteft

Paffage that was ever heard of from that Illand to England^

which is generally a fix or feven Weeks Voyage homeward
bound, and a five or fix Weeks Voyage outward bound. The
Packets generally rnake it in twenty fix or twenty eight Days.

Carealfo fhould be taken in the Choice of the Goods that

are bought to be fent thither j for if the Factor or Mer- a

chant trufrs to the Tradefmen in London, or other Places,

he will often find his Merchandize come out very ill in the

Country, where he fhould have a good Correfpondent to

give him conftant Advice of the Demand of all Sorts of
Commodities, fome of thofe we have mentioned always go-

ing off better than others, according to their Scarcity, and

the Nece.nHty of the Planter. He muft be fure to be mind-

ful of their being well packed, efpecially millenary Ware,
Glafles, and all Goods that are eafily broken, or he will un-

load Rubbifli inftead of Merchandize, when he comes to

Barbados.

The Freight of Goods homeward before the late War was

5or^/. a Tun, and lince it has been izs. a Hundred, which

is as good as thirty Pounds a Tun j for many Hogfheads of

Sugar weigh 12 and 15 hundred Weight, of which four

make 5 (J Hundred, almoft three Tun, of 20 Hundred to

the Tun; and I have fecn Barrels of 8 hundred Weight a

Piece, at which Weight there was 6^ hundred Weight to the

8 Tun- v.'hich at 12 j. per Cent. Freight, from Barbados to

London.^ amounts to near 40 /. a Tun Freight. Outward
bound ufcd to be 20 s. and is now 4. or 5 /. a Tun. Thefe
are grievous Burdens to the Planters, which they have no
Way to prevent ; but of this we muft treat more largely

elfewhere.

Sugars in King James's Reign fold for 20 and 2,1 s. z

Hundred-, the coarfeft of all for 17 and 18 s. and the fame
Sorts fell now at 30 and 32 s. They fold in King l/'iWam's

Reign for near 3 /. and Whites proportionably j which Rates

being occafioned by bad Crops, .^CQrii^s,, pr Captures, the

M 2
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Planters mufl not expe6t to fee again in their Accounts of
Sales, unlefs the fame Accidenrs happen.

We fhail not enter into the Detail of the Prices of all the

Commodities that come from BarhadoSj and fhould not

have faid fo much of this, but that it is the capital one, and

there is (bmething in the Account that is hittorical.

The next Trade to the EngUjh in Barbados is the African^

which is managed chiefly by the Royal African Comfanfi
Agents there, who are at prefent Col. Butler^ Mr. Bates^

and Mr. Steward, Merchants at the Bridge ; but that Com-
pany do not engrofs the Trade as they did formerly, to the

great Lofs of the London Merchants, who paid them 40 per

Cent. Advance Money on their Cargoes to Guinea, for Li-

berty to trade j and befides that, were obliged to let the

Company buy their Merchandize, and charge them at their

own Rates ; which, with other Advantages, were as good to

that Society as 60 per Cent, on all the Merchants Invoices,

that dealt to Africa for Slaves. That Trade is now open,

and 10 per Cent, only paid by all Merchants, trading to

Guinea for Negroes, to the Royal Company^ towards main-

taining their Forts and Caftles.

The Commodities fent from England thither, are Guns,

Powder and Arms, Perpetuanoes, Tallow, yc, as elfewhere

mentioned j fome Hats, and other wearing Apparel.

The Price of a Negro in Guinea 30 Years ago was 50^-.

or 3 /. and now the Barbarians underftand their Advantage,

and our Neceffities fo well, that they hold up their Slaves at

c), 10, and 12/. a Head, which occafions their Dearnefs at

the Plantations, where 20 Years ago they were fometimes

fold at the fame Rates.

The Planters having been a long Time impofed upon by
the Company's Agents, and private Factors, in the Price of
their Negroes, have lately fallen very much into this Trade
themfelves. They fend to England for what Cargoes they

want for the Voyage, and difpatch away fmall VelTeis, either

alone, or in Partnerfliip to Guinea^ to bring them Siaves to

fupply their Plantations j which muft every Year be recruited

with 20 or 30 Negroes, for every 4 or 500 Acres, or their

Stock will foon come to nothing : For Hands are the Life

of all Bufinefs in Barbados., and it is the Want of them that

keeps the Planters poor, when they fall into thofe unhappy

Circumftances.

The other confiderablc Trade that remains to be treated

of, is that to Madeira for Wines, which is the chief Drink
of the Ifland that the Gentlemen make Ufe of, either by it-

felf, or mixed with Water: Of thefe there are about 3000
Pipes,
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Pipes, Malmfey and Vidonia, imported in a Year, either by

the LonJon Merchants, or the Barbadians themfelves. The
firft Coftat Madeira is from 20 to 25 Milrces a Pipe, each

Alilree worch 6 s. % d. of our Money, that is from 7 tof) /.

a Pipe, befides Charges ; and the Value at Barbados^ from

18 to 20/. a Pipe, according to the Plenty or Scarcity of

the Contmodity. This is a noble Wine, and has one pe-

culiar Quality, that it keeps the better for being kept hot.

That Wine which comes diredly from Madeira to dyigland

drinks palFd, in Comparifon of t!lat which comes round by

Barbados^ and fo homej which, in Time of Wai', is the

moft ufual Way of importing it here.

Tho' Barbados could never boaft of equal Advantages with

'Jamaica, as to the Trade to the SpamJJ) IVcJi-lndies^ and

had never fuch Refort of Pirates, who are the Men that

make Silver plenty, yet 4. or 5 Years ago there was a great

running Cafh in the Ifland, thought to amount to no lefs than

200000 /. Sterling in Value, many Merchants at the Bridge

having paid loooo/. ready Money upon Occafion j but than

Plenty is now fo abated, that it is well if there's a fourth Pare

of that Sum at this Time at Barbados. This was occafioned

chiefly by the good Weight of their Pieces of Eight ; and the

Proclamation put forth in England m 1702, to reduce Coin

to a certain Value by Weight, which tempted many of the

Traders to buy up the Silver, and export it to the other Iflands,

or to England^ to fave the Premium of Bills of Exchange ^^

which, on the calling in of the Pieces of Eight, and efta-

blilliing Paper Credit, rofe to ()0, and is now 35 per Cent.

and in Time of Peace, when Trade flourillied, was but 10

or 12 per Cent. By the Laws of the Country, all Pieces of

Eight, Sevill., Mexico, and Pillars^ were to pafs for 5 5. and

all half and quarter Pieces in the like Proportion. The Eight-

Pieces, or feven Pence Halfpennys, are called Bits^ and is

generally the Money that paffes in the Markets or Ordinaries.

Light Pieces, and thofe of bafer Allay, were forbidden to be

imported from England, where it was a common Thing to

buy up fuch Pieces, and fend them to Barbados. Tho' the

Currency of this Money was thus fettled, yet there was not

enough of it to anfwer all the NecefTities of Trade, and the

Merchants bartered the Commodities they imported lor Su-

gar, Cotton, Ginger, and the Produdl of the Itland ; Muf-
covado Sugar being the general Medium of Commerce there,

as well as in the other Iflands,

The only Thing that remains to be treated of under this

Head, is the Infurance, v/hich Merchants and Planters make
for rhe Security of their Trade, and this is io extravagant in

M 3 Tima
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Time of War, that the Infurers will have 30 per Cent, out

and home, when before the War they would have been glad

with feven or eight. The Uncertainty of fuch Infurances,

moft of the Infurers having been ruined by it, infomuch that

of zooo /. in one Policy, I have known 1500 bad before

the Lofs happened, makes the Planters run their own Risk,

and fome of them have loft ten thoufand Pound in a Year

too by the V^enture, which leads us to the next Article.

78r}'

CHAP. IX.

Of the Riches of the Ifland, in the Time of its

Profperity ; the Advantage it has been to England ;

the Difadvantages it lies under j and how it may
be relieved and improved.

W H EN we examine the Riches that have been raifed

by the Produce of this little Spot of Ground, we (hall

find that it has been as good as a Mine of Silver or Gold to

the Crown of England^ by the vaft Number of Mouths
it feeds in this Ifland and that, the Fleet of Ships it ufed to

employ, the Numbers of Mariners it bred, and the Addi-
tion it has made to the National Stock, as well as the great

Eftates that particular Men have got by it j for (to fay no-
thing of Men worth locooo or 150000/. in the Ifland)

how many Merchants have in a little Time acquired Lands,

Honours, and Offices, by the Credit ^and Profit of this once
thriving Trade, which in the Reign of King Charles II. ufed

to employ 400 Sail of Ships, of 150 Tuns each, one
with another, in all 60000 Tuns, which could not be
managed by lefs than 2000 Seamen, nor the Families that

fubfifted at Home, by building and fitting out fo many Ships,

contain lefs than 8 or loooo Souls ? The Import from the

Ifland ufed to come to 30000 Hogflieads of Sugar, of
which half was for a Home, and half for a Foreign Con-
fumption; and by the 15000 Hogflieads fpent at Home,
no lefs than loooo Souls more were maintained, and fome
of them enriched. The neat Proceed of thefe Sugars might
amount to about 250000 /. and that of the other Commo-
dities, as Ginger, Cotton, Molafles, &c. to 1 00000 /. more,
in all to 350000 /. half of which was returned in Manu-
fadlures and Goods from hence j for they eat, drink, and

,

wear
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wear all of the Produd of England^ and by this R'leans

20000 Mouths more were provided for ; belldes as many
that i'ubfifted by working or retailing thefe Commodities. In

all, by a modeft Computation, one may venture to affirm,

that ihe Barbados Trade did not fubiift: lefs than Ooooo

Perfons in England ^ and there being then 50000 in Bar-

bados^ this liland maintained i ooooo Souls, all EngUfh or

Europeans^ a 6och Part of the Inhabitants of the Britijh

Empire ; though calculating by the Number of Acres, it is

not a thoufandth Part as big, reckoning the three Kingdoms
only. By the 15000 Hogllieads exported to i/(7//«?za'', Ham-
burgh^ and the StreightSy where confiderable Quantises of

clayed Sugar were Tent to Alicant^ Genoa^ Leghorn^ and

Naples
J
the National Stock was encreafed 150000/. befides

what was railed by it in the Exportation of Ginger, Indigo,

&c. which all together was a yearly Advantage to the Nation

of 200000 /. and this for 20 Years together makes four Mil-

lions j and allowing but half that Sum for the lafi: 20 Years,

two Millions, it will amount to fix Millions, v^^hich the

Publick has encreafed its Stock by this Trade in 40 Years

time : Betides that, it brings in 3 o or 4.0000 /, yearly to the

Exchequer, by Culloms and Impofls, and has drawn little

or nothing out of it for its Defence. On the contrary,

6 or 7000 /. yearly has been remitted thence to theTreafury

here, for the 4. and a half per Cent. Duty ^ and what Ciiarge

the Inhabitants have been at for their Security, has all come
out of their own Pockets, excepting fome few Guns, and

fome Ammunition, that have been fent them very fparingly

from 'England.

This has occafioned great Complaints in that Plantation,

and frequent Petitions for Redrefs from their Agents here.

In the late War they were obliged to go through all without

the leaft Affiftance, excepting in one or two Expeditions

againft the French^ which put them to more Charge than the

Government received Benefit by it.

In this War they have farM better, which they owe to the

prefent prudent Adminiftration : For Care has been taken to

have Supplies of Warlike Stores fent them. But they are

ftill under an unfpeakable Want of Hands, which not only

occalions their negleding to manure many thoufands of

Acres, but alfo the high Price of Servants and Slaves. This

would be in fome meafure prevented, by fending ihem 5 or

600 Men, to man their Forts, that they might not fear a

Surprize, and be able to employ their own Hands on their

Plantations.

M 4. Several
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Several Regiments have been fent to the Leeward Iflands

and Jamaica, but it has not been the good Fortune of the

Barbadians yet to have any fuflScient Number of Men left

among them. On the contrary, they have drained their

own Ifland, to defend the others.

They fent down 1500 Men with Sir Timothy Thornhlll^

&CC. againft Martinico^ in King IVilUarri's Reign, and 1 000

with Col. Codrington againft Guardalcupe^ in her prefent

Majefty's, of whom many hundreds never returned ; yet

there never v/ere any Recruits fent in their Places.

The War at home takes up all thofe fpare Men, that

would otherwife tranfport rhemfelves, or be tranfported

thither ^ and the Scots, fince their hard Ufage at Darien,

will not furnifli our Colonies with Servants, as they ufed

to do at reafonable Rates j which all together has reduced the

Ifland to fuch a fmall Strength, that perhaps her greateit

Security is, that her Enemies do not l<now her Weaknefs.

The Act for the 4 and an half per Cent, fays in the Pream-

ble of it, that it was given towards the raifing and maintain-

ing the Forts, building a State-houfe, &c.

This Revenue brings in fome thoufands yearly ; and from

the Time it was firft given, may have amounted to above

300000/. yet there was not a thoufand Pound laid out by

the Government for the Ufe of the Ifland, in all King
Charles, King James, or King Williajn's Reigns. Penflons

were granted out of it ; and what the Barbadians wanted,

they were forced to raife themfelves by other Taxes, Neither

in all this Time have the Agents, though they have good

Salaries for minding their Affairs, done them any confide-

rable Service, in getting this Revenue, or part of it, ap-

propriated to the Ufes it was given for. Convoys, it is

true, have been fent thither, and Ships have lain there fome
time for the Security of the Commerce; but they have not

been able to hinder the French Privateers from furrounding

the Ifland, and taking all Ships that come that Way, Home-
ward or Outward-bound. Twelve Privateers have roved off

the Ifland at a Time, and a Man of War lain all the while

in the Harbour; the Captain of which pretending want of
Hands, has refufed to ftir out, though he has been defired to

do it in very preffing Terms. For when thofe Officers get

there, and out of the hearing of the Admiralty- Board, they

act fovereignly, and think their Power lliould be diredted

by their Pieafure.

The Lofs of their Barbados Ships in the Wars with France

has been a dreadful Blow to the Planters, Merchants, and

»li that have^ny Concerns in that Ifland, They have fufr

fer?4
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fered more than any other Trade wh^itfoevcr. Their Lofs by
Captures, within the Compafs of one Year, of the lad War,
being computed at 380000/. And in the Year 1704. out

of a Fleet of 33 Ships, 27 were taken. Out of another of

fix Ships, four were taken : And our of a Fleet of 40 Ships,

the greatelt Number were lofl to the French.

Fiow to remedy this Evil is apparent enough, but it does

not become us to dirc6l our Superiors, whofe Wifdoms may
have rhofe Reafons for ad:ing otherwife, which we may not

be able toanfwer.

Some light Frigats to cruize off the Ifland there, and fome •

others in the Chops of the Channels, would, perhaps prevent

the Lofs of fo many of our JVeJl-India Ships; and the

Trade is fo profitable, it would very well anfwer the Charge.

Infurances are fo high, the Planters cannot afford to pay

the Premio's, If they do, the Iniurance Money fometimes

will not pay the firft Coft. But fuppoiing the Infurers

fland, the Deductions of 18 and 20/. per Cent, for no
manner of reafon, the Expence of R/Ieetings, CommifTion
and other Charges, rife fo high, that if the Planter has one
Hogfhead in two come fafe, without Infurance, he had bet-

ter run the Risk.

This is only prevented by the Security of our Trade.

And that is a general Article, which would be too tedious

to treat of here..

The Barbados Trade has nothing particular in this from
the others, but that it has been more unfortunate. Another
main Difadvantage which they lie under, is the Difcourage-

ment that is given to their claying and refining their Sugar?,

by the heavy Duty that is laid on all Fnft and Seconds, no
lefs than 12 j. a Hundred. By which Means they are forced

to fend home their Sugars unpurged, to their very great

Damage ; for they could refine their Sugars more eafily, and
at a cheaper Rate than the Sugar Bakers in England.

The low Prices of that Commodity in this War Time,
have been another Calamity to the Barbadians. During the

lafl War they had terrible Loffes, but then their Sugars fold

well, from 50 j. to 3 /. a Hundred ; but now they fell for

30 or 32 J. a Hundred: And this is occafioned chiefly by the

very Thing that one would think fliould keep up the Price, by
the Number of the Ships taken by the French. For, as wc
have faid, halfof the Sugars imported from Barbados is for a

foreign Market ; and when they were in demand Abroad, they

were always fo at Home : Whereas now the French fell them
cheaper than the EngUJh, and glut the foreign Markets, by the

Qiaantities they export of the Prodw^ of our Plantations.

The
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The Price of Sugars has lately been very much afFe6led,

by the Dutch bringing fomc thoufands of Chefts from the

Eaft- Indies. They can afford to do this in Time of War,
when the Commodity bears an anlwerable Price: But in

peaceable Times it will not turn to Account. In the mean
while, the Barbadians feel the Damage of it to their Trade

j

and the only Way to prevent it, is, by leflening the Duty
upon white Sugars, that they may be able to under-fell them

Abroad ; for all Nations have a Right to plant what they

pleafe in their own Soils, and fell the Produd of it where

they can find a Mai ket, and the cheapeft will always have the

Preference.

The excefiive Freights, 20 and 25 /. a Tun, is another

vail Difadvantage to the Barbadians ; and the only Way to

remedy ir, is to take fuch Care here of fending them Con-

voys and Fleets, and furnifliing their Ships with Seamen,

that Owners may be encouraged to let their Ships out for

that Voyage; and if they had Ships enough, Freight would

return to its old Rate.

The Exchange of Money which has been ^o, 60, and

70 /. per Cent, is a great Balk to the Trade ^ and the proteffc-

ing the Planters Bills in Englayid^ of the fame ill Confe-

quence to both the Plantsr and the Merchant. The Planter

draws upon his Bill of Lading, and if his Sugar is loft, his

Bill comes back, where he is immediately run up 20 per

Cent, for Intereft and Charges ; and often brings a Debt
on himfelf, and his Plantation, which he can never clear.

The want of Provifions is alfo a great Inconvenience t^

the Inhabitants of this Illand. Fifty or fixty Sail of Ships

formerly went every Year from England and Ireland.^ loaden

with Bear, Ale, Bread, Flower, Butter, Cheefe, Beef and

Fifli, and now half that Number is not fent thither yearly,

with thofe Cargoes ; neither can they get fufficient Supplies

from the Colonies on the Continent, for want of Hands to

man Ships for that Trade.

The A(5l of Navigation prohibiting Foreigners to trade

with them, was another fevere Difcouragement ; and tho'

fome of thefe were temporary, yet others will be lafting,

unlefs it fhall pleafe the great Council of the Nation to look

into the Hardfl\ips they fufFer, and take care to procure them
Redrefs ; in which her Majefty, though fhe is always ready

, to relieve her Subje(5ts, cannot give them Eafe in fome Cafes,

without an Ad of Parliament.

And when we confider the vaft Charge they are at, that

a Man mufl be in Disburfe there 2 or 3000 /. before he

can make 100 Pound Weight ot Sugar, which is not worth

I above
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above 12 or 14.5, in Time of Peace ; and mufl: have aliving

Stock of 5000/. to make 100 HogHieads of Sugary one

cannot but believe it is reafonable they lliould be encouraged

as much as the State of Afiairs at home will permit.

St. LUCIA.
^ HIS Ifland may, as it is faid, be feen from Barbados^
^ from whence it is diflant 24. Leagues, only 7 Leagues
from MartinicOy and the like from St. Vifunzfs. It lies in

15" 40 Minutes of North Latitude, is 22 Miles long and
1 1 broad, hilly in many Places, but the greateft Part of it

good Land, well watered with Rivers, which gii'e it an Ad-
vantage of the Ifland of Barbados. The Air is reckoned
healthy, and the Reafon given for it is, its being fo narrovs/

and the Hills not fo high, as to intercept the Trad-e Winds
that always fan it from the Eaftward, whereby the Heat of
the Climate, fays Capt. J'ring, Is frjtigated and made rather

agreeable than troublefom. 'Tis full of tall Trees, amono'
which are great Quantities of good Timber fit for building

Houfes and Wind-mills, as the Planters o't Barbados and
Martinico find by daily Experience. Cocoa is here in Plenty,
and Fuftick in Abundance, It has feveral good Bays and Har-
bours, where there is good Anchorage for Shipping : One of
which called the Little Careenage., is the Place at which the
EnglJjh lately defigned to fortify themfelve's, it being thefineft

and moft convenient Harbour in all the Char'ibhee Ifmids.,

taking its Name from the Convenience of careening Ships
there.

Great Numbers of Ships may be fafe there in all Weathers,
So much may be faid of the Benefit that might accrue to the
Br'itijh Trade by the PoflefTion of this llland peaceable and
uncontefted, that it does raife much Speculation in the Minds
of Englijl Readers, acquainted with that Trade in and a-
mong the C/;^7/Z'i'^^ Iflands, how it comes to pafs, that this

which has been fo often aflferted to be the undoubted Righc
of the -Britijh Crown, fhould remain unpoflefTed by Britjus,
when it is included in every Commiffion of the Governor for
the Ifland of Barbados. And the faid Governor was wont
to aflert the fame, fometimes by going thither in Perfon with
great Pomp and Ceremony, hoilling the King's Colours,
firing Guns, ^^c. and otherwife. And how that Right is

'founded
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The Right e/founded will appear by the following State of it, in a Memo^

'toh''^^'^'
rw/ drawn up in £«^/-7«^ for the Ufa of the Britijh Arobafla-

dor in France^ after his late Majefty's Grant of it to the

Duke of Montagu^ in the following Words.
' It is agreed by French as well as Englijh Hiftorians of the

beft Credit, that the EngUJh fettled on the Ifland of St.

Lucia in 16^39, and lived there near two Years without

any Interruption or Difturbance; but that in 1^40, they .

were driven off from the faid Ifland, and the Governor

and mofl: of the Inhabitants killed by the Charibbeans,

and as the Englifo fufpeded, by the Inftigation and En-

couragement of the French^ which the French Generals

Parquet and de Poincy^ however, both difowned ; nor did

the French at that Time or any other Time make any Sore

of Pretenfion to the Jjland. A tacit Acknowledgment of the

Right of the Englifli.

* The civil Wars in England breaking out, the EngUJh ne-

gleded this Settlement, and Monf du Parquet fent 30 or

40 Frenchmen to take Poffeflion of the Ifland. The Sieur

de Roujelan governed here till 1(^54, and was fucceeded

by de la Riviere^ whom the Charilbtans killed ^with fe-

veral of his Men, and carried off his Wife and two of his

Children. He Vv^as fucceeded by M. le Briton^ he by
M. Aygremont, who was alfo deftroyed by the Charihbeajzs.

' After this the EngUJh made a Treaty with the Charibbe-

ans for the purchafing the Ifland from them, and in i6()3,

fent 1400 or 1500 Men on Board five Men of War, who
being joined by ^00 of the Charibbeans in 17 Canoes,

came before the Ifland in June 16(^4, which was delivered

to them without Refifliance, on Condition, that the French

Governor and Garrifon in the Fort, which amounted only to

14 Men, fhould be tranfported to Martinique with their

Cannon, Arms and Baggage.
' In 1666^ the Englijh Governor Mr, Robert Cook, by

Reafon of the Mortality of his People, Want of Necefia-

ries, iJc. abandoned the Ifland and fet Fire to the Fort

;

yet two Days afterwards a Bark arrived from the Lord

IVilloughby (Governor and Captain General of Barbados

and the other EyigUJh Charibbee Iflands to Windward of

Guardaloupe) \vith Provifions, Ammunition and all Necef-

faries for the Colony.'

The foregoing are Matters of Fa6t received by Hiftoriaris,

particularly by Father Tertre, who is very exad and circum-

ftantial ^ and as he was a Miflionary to the French Charibbee

Iflands and a Frenchman^ not to be fufpeded of being fa-

'

vourable in his Narrations to the EngUJh Rights and Pre-

I lenfions.

The FrPPch

^'SPMid-

Mr. Robert
Cuok Go-

veraar.
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tenfions. 1'his Pere Tertre is the Author, tvhofe AccoimU I
have made Ufe of in all that I have fa'id in this JVork of the

Caribbeans.

The Memorial proceeds to tell us, that the French King
by his Treaties with King Charles and King fames IF. and
by thofe of Ryfwick and Utrecht, flipulated to refiore to the

King of Great- Britain all theljlands. Countries, Fortreffcs and
Colonicsy ivh ch may have been conquered by the ?nofi Chriftian

King, and fuch as were in the PoJJeJJion of the King of Great-
Britain, before the War began-, which fhews us that it was
taken for granted, that the Englijl) had the firft PofleflTion,

and confequently the prior Right to this Illand, St. Lruia be-

ing included in the Words, all the Britifh Dominions. And
this the Governor of Barbados zfferted, as appears by what he - '-'

wrote Monf. Du^efne, General of the French Iflands in

Anfwer to his Letter, which ran thus,

SIR,'
I can^t difpenfe with begging Mr. de Valminier, an Officer Governor of

ef Diflin^ion here, to brpig you Jny Complaints of the Infults^'^'^^^^'^'^'^

which your Men of IVar have offered at St. Lucia, to the ^lZ„Z'cJ
King's Subje/fs, in taking away the TVood which they cut for Buhzdos.

his Service; this Procedure is contrary to the good Faith and
Union ivhich fhoidd be between the two Crowns, and very im-
proper to cultivate a good Underfanding. It is alfo furpriftngy

that Mr. St. Lo, Commander of the .Valour, has been capable

efjuch a Procedure. I hope. Sir, that y^iu will not refufe upon
this Occafion the Jufiice which is due. Mr. de Valminier has
been pleafed to undertake to reprefent to you the jufi Grounds
which we have to complain to you, of the Violences ofyour Cap-
tains againfl the King's SubjeSis, who always in Time of Peace^
with the GeneraTs Pafport have gone to St. Lucia to cut Wood,
without difturbing the SubjeSfs of the King of England, luha

have alfo gone there. I hope then Sir you will do fufiice, by

caufing to he returned the Ifood that has been taken away, and,
in prohibiting the likefor the future, &C.

Fort-Royal, in Martinique,
ts. r^ r

Feb. 24, 1715. N.S. DuQuefne.

P. S. / am actually informed, that feveral Englifh Veffeh
go /a Tobago to cut JVood there: You know that Jhould not ie^
and that it is not lawfulfor them.
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Cn-jernitr of

fc.irbados'f

t.ut St.

Forh'.ds the

Freixh to

fettlehcre.

To which Mr. Prefident Siarpe anfwered.

SIR,
' I received your Excellency's Letter of the 24th, by Mr.
Valmjnier^ cotnplaining, ^c. The Regard I had for your

Excellency's Lecter, obliged me to inquire into this Affair,

and I cannot find that any of the King's Ships have done

what is aliedged therein ; nor that they have any Ways
a(5ted contrary to their Duty.
' The King my Maker's fole Right of Sovereignty to that

Ifland, St. Lucia, cannot be unknov/n to you, nor is it

now to be controverted, and therefore, Sir, it cannot be

permitted that any Perfons, other than his Msjefty's own
Subjects, fliouid fettle or cut Wood there without bis Ma-
jefty's Licence: I mud therefore earneftly prefs you to give

Order, that fach of the King your Mafter's Subjedtsas I hear

are about to fettle there, may forthwith remove, and that

none of them re-fetcle there for the future, leaft by fuch a

Procedure, the good Underftanding between the two
Crowns be indeed interrupted.

' The fame Right the King iny Mafter has to the Ifland of

Tobago, and therefore I can't but be furprized at the Poft-

fcript of your Letter, wherein you fay it is not lawful for

his Majefty's Subje6ls to cut Wood there.

' It is my Inclination, Sir, to cultivate a good Under-
ftanding between the Subjedts of the two Crowns in thefe

Parts, as far as is confident with my entire Devotion to

the King my Mafter. But I think (and I hope when you

have re-confidered it, you will be of the fame Sentiments)

to draw Conclufions of Right from fome Liberties which

may have been occafionally winked at, in (not allowed to)

his mofb Chriftian Majefty's Subjedts, in thofe the King

my Mafter's Ulands, is by no Means a proper Method to

eftablifliit, &c.'

Pilgrim in Barbados, Feb.

2ift, 1714. O. S.
William Sharpt

This Matter is of fb great Importance in the Article of

Commerce, that it is well worth the particular Regard of

the Britifl) State in all future Treaties with France, to have

the Right of the Englijh to St. Lucia fpecified and confirmed.

The French feem to found their Right chiefly on being the

next Neighbour. Englijh and French have landed and plant-

ed in feveral Parts of it : The Englijh had once the greateft

Number of Inhabitants there, no lefs than 1500, near 100

Years
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To which Mr. Prcfident Sharps anfwered.

SIR,
Gn-ermrof « I received your Excellency's Letter of the 24th, by Mr.

^J^l'lTa.
* V'almlnier., cotnplaining, t^c. The PvCgard I had for your

i-Ait su * Excellency's Letter, obliged me to inquire into this Affair,

Lucia. « and I cannot find that any of the King's Ships have done
* what is alledged therein ; nor that they have any Ways
' adted contrary to their Duty.

' The King my Mail:er's fole Right of Sovereignty to that

* Ifland, St. Lucia^ cannot be unknov^^n to you, nor is it

Foriidsthe c now to be controverted, and therefore. Sir, it cannot be

feuUkcre.
' permitted that any Perlbns, other than his Majefty's own
' Subjects, fliouid fettle or cut Wood there without his Ma-
* jefty's Licence : I muft therefore earneftly prefs you to give

* Order, that fuchof the King your A'lafter's Subjects as I hear
' are about to fettle there, may forthwith remove, and than

* none of them re-fettle there for the future, leaft by fuch a
' Procedure, the good Underftanding between the two
' Crov/ns be indeed interrupted.

' The fame Right the King my Mailer has to the Ifland of
' Tobago, and therefore I can't but be furprixed at the Poft-

' fcript of your Letter, wherein you fay it is not lawful for

* his Majelly's Subjeits to cut Wood there.

' It is my Inclination, Sir, to cultivate a good Under-
* ftanding between the Subjefe of the two Crowns in thefe

' Parts, as far as is confiftent with my entire Devotion to
' the King my Mafter. But I think (and I hope when you
*^ have re-confidered it, you will be of the fame Sentiments)
' to draw Conclufions of Right from fome Liberties which
* may have been occafionally winked at, in (not allowed to)

* his mofb Chriftian Majefty's Subjeds, in thofe the King
* my Mafter's Ulands, is by no Means a proper Method to

« eftabliOiit, &c:

Pihrim in Barbados^ Feb. imt-iv a x

2 lit, 1 7 14. O. S.
'^

This Matter is of fo great Importance in the Article of

Commerce, that it is well worth the particular Regard of

the Britij}) State in all future Treaties with France, to have

the Right of the Englijh to St. Lucia fpecified and confirmed.

The French feem to found their Right chiefly on being the

next Neighbour. Englijh and French have landed and plant-

ed in feveral Parts of it : The Englijh had once the greateft

Number of Inhabitants there, no lefs than 1500, near 100

Years
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Years ago, whofe Habitations were upon Sandy Bay to the

Eaftward oiCarceni)!^ Harbour. EngliJ]) and French had for-

merly at the fame Time Habitations on the North Eaft and

Sntth EnJ} Coafts of the Hland, but that mixed PofiTeffion

was not of long Duration, for in lefs than 20 Years, I found

all the JHand along Sandy Bay marked in Capt. Fr trig's

Draught for French Habitations j and about the Year 17 19.

the Marefchal de Ejirce^ by a Grant of the French King, fenc
^

a Colony to poflefs, fettle and plant the Country. The Go-
vernor of Barbados immediately notified to the commanding
OflScer of the Marefchal's Colony, he fhould be obliged to

difpoflefs them by Force ^ but the Britijl) AmbafiTador in

France reprefented the Matter with fo much Spirit and Rea-

Ibn, as a Violation of the Rights of his Britamnck Majefty,

that Orders were fcnt to the Marefchal de Eflree's Colony to

evacuate the Ifland, which they did accordingly ; and three

Years after, his Majefty King George I. granted the Iflands '^^"^ Jfl^d.

of St. Lucia and St. Vincent^ to John Duke of MontagUj^'f'"^^^l''r

by Letters Patent bearing Date the 20ih of June 1722. Montagu.

His Grace appointed Capt. Nathaniel Vring^ late Comman-
der of the Weji-lndia Packet Boat, to be Deputy- Governor
of St. Lucia and St. Vincent • Capt. John Braithwaite to be
Lieutenant Governor, Mr. IVilliam Falkener to be Secretary,

and orhers, to fupply the Offices requifite for the Manage-
ment of the Affairs of his well intended Colony.

The Preparations made for tranfporting them to St. Lucia,

and their Settlement when they arrived, will appear by tha

following Account,

Ships. Tons. Guns. Officers. Servant!.

Elizabeth 130 4 3 9
Charles znd Freetnafon 200 10 13 108

Griffin Sloop 90 la 3 48
Little George 100 4 8 30
Adventure 200 12 13 141
Hopewell 250 6 II 89

Total 520 48 51 425

Aboard which were fhipped great Quantities of all Sorts of

Proviiions and Stores.

56 Pieces of Cannon.
1 163 Mu(l^ets and Bayonets,

500 Cutlaflies,

looo Grenado
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1000 Grenado Shells fixed with Fuzees.

^ Brafs Cohorn Mortars.

J 00 Barrels of Musket Ball.

20 Barrels of Bird and Drop Shot.

100 Barrels of Gunpowder.
2-00 Barrels of all Sorts of Nails.

A great Quantity of Tools for Carpenters^ Bricklayers^

Smilhs and Mafons.

20 Tons of Bar Iron.

10 Tons of Cordage.

All Sorts of working Tools, Houfliold Furniture, wear- I

ing Apparel, and in Fine, of every Thing fitting for the

fecure and commodious Being of a new Settlement.

Aboard the Leopard^ Capt. Samuel Foye^ loaden at Bojlon in

New- England^ for St. Lucta.

30 Houfe Frames^ one \zrge Houfe Frame {or the Governory

5000c Feet of Board, 95000 Shingles, 40 live Sheep, and

2 breeding Soivs. The JVinchelfea Man of War, Captain

Hwnphry Orme Commander, was ordered to convoy and

attend this Colony, which fbopped in Ireland to take in more
Stores of Provihons, at Madeira for Wine, and at Barbados

for additional Supplies of Stores. The Adventure and the

Hopewell not being ready to fail wicH the Convoy and the

other Ships from Ireland^ followed them to St. Lucia^ but
> came too late to be of Service to the Colony, the beft pro-

vided with NeceCfaries that ever any was that went from

Europe to America^ to pofTefs and fettle a Country.

The JVinchelfea Man of War, the Elizabeth, Griffin Sloop,

and the Little George, Tranfports, arrived at St. Lucia the

17th of December, 1 722, after a long PafTage irom Ireland.

They anchored in Pilgrim Ifland Bay, and Captain Orme
• feeing there were Men on the Ifland, fent his Boat to know
who they were, and underftood they were French, who
came from Martinico in a fmall Canoe, to catch Guanoes

;

their coming in a fmall Canoe a Pleafuring, fliews that

St. Lucia is fo near Martinico, that the French will never

admit of any Settlement there while they have Power to

prevent or deftroy it, unlefs the Right to it is fpecified and

recognized. Some Perfon at Barbados advifed Mr. Vring

to fettle at Pilgrim Ifland, but Captain Orme himfclf and

the Engineer having furveyed it, found the Land a barren

fandy Soil, and the River not fafe for Ships ^ the Wind at

Wejt, therefore they failed to Petite Careenage, about three

Leagues farther to the Southward. This is a good Harbour,

and in it are fcveral Places fit for Careening, Ships fheltered

froii) all Winds, and from this Cpnyenience of Careerning ii

took
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takes its Name, Mr. Vr'mg landed 50 Men on a Point

which commanded the Entrance into the Harbour, and let

them at work to cut down the Trees and Bufhes to make
Way for raifing a Battery at that Place which was called

Montagu-Point • but there was a Hill fb near it as within

Mufquet Shot, which they alfo intended to fortifie. Mr. •

Vring difpatched Mr. Falkner^ Secretary to the Colony, to

Marttnicoy with the Duke of Montagus and that of the

Admiralty's and his own Letters to Captain Brown^ Com-
mander of his Majefby's Ship the ivz;^r/?)«W3 and Captain Brand
of the HeSior^ both of them in that Harbour, the Contents

of which were to give the Colony of St. Lucia all neceffary

Afliftance. Captain Brotvn's Letter to Mr. Fringe fhews

the defperate Situation of their infant Colony's Affairs.

Feverjhamy Port-Royal, Martinico, Dec. i^. 1722,
Sir,

* I congratulate you on your fafe Arrival here Abroad,
* and am forry the Settlement of St. Lucia is like to meet
' with many Difficulties ; for you may depend on it, that
* laft Sunday an Order was publifhed in all the Churches of
' Martinico from the Court of France, that after Notice
* given, if you do not remove in 15 Days, that then they
' are to compel you lb to do. Captain Brand is much your
' humble Servant. We fhall wait on you on Thurfday next,
* and am,

Sir,

Tour humble Servant,

To Nat. Vring, Efq; Governor Charles Brown.
of St. Lucia and St. Fincent.

Mr. Vring wrote to Captain Broivn of the Fever/bam,

Captain Brand of the Heilor, Captain Orme ot the IVin-

chelfea^ to give them formal Notice of the Danger he and
his Colony were in, and deHred Alliftance purfuant to their

Inftrudions from the Admiralty j but he received Anfwer
only from Captain Brown, in which he explains the Con-
tents of Mr. P'ring's to him and the other Captains.

Feverjham, ^t St. Lucia, Dec. 23. 1722.
Sir,

* This owns the Receipt of yours dated the 22d of Decern-
* her, with the inclofed Letters and Declarations from
5 Monfieur Fouquiere. 1 have only to anfwer, that I fhall al-

VoL. II. N * ways
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* ways be ftriitly careful in the Execution of my Duty in

' every Thing that relates to his Majefty's Service, and
* am, &c.

Mr. luring had fent him the Copy of the French King's

Order, which had been read in the Churches at MartinicOy

which the Governor Monfieur Fouquiere had fent him,

with a Notification of his Intention to obey it, unlefs he

removed in 15 Days. Mr. Vrhig in his Anfwer to the

Governor of Martinico^ propofed to refer the Matter to

the Determination of their Matters in Europe^ but the

French Governor kept to the Letter of his Mandate, and

it is very plain that Captain Brown and the other Comman-
ders of the Men of War, did not think the general Order in

the Grant of St. Lucia to all the Governors and Com-
manders to be afTi fling to the Colony that fhould be fent to

St. Lucia, or the like Inrtrudions from the Admiralty, were

fufficient to juftifie their adting ofFenfively againft the

French, which muft have ended in a War between Great

Britain and France, the occafion of which they would not

take on themfelves, neither would the Governor of Barbados

or any other Governor of the Britijh Colonies in America

take thefe general Orders and Inftrudtions to be a fufficient

Warrant for them to begin Hoftilities againft the French, for

obeying their King's Mandate. After what had happened to the

Marefchal de EJlrees's Colony, it feems to have been requifite

to have known how the French would a6t in the like Cafe did

the Englijh attempt a Settlement at St. Lucia, and how
far the Englijh would be fupporced by a national Power be-

fore they attempted a Thing which the Marefchal de EJlree

and his Colony had been obliged to abandon ; for it is

moft certain the French did pretend as well to St. Lucia as

the Englijh, and had actually at that very time Habitations

on fome part of the liland, though no regular Settlement.

But if the Englijl) had the firft Habitations, fuch felling

gives them a prior Right, which is well worth defending,

when the Jundure is favourable, which it did not now feem
to be. Notwithftanding thefe Difficulties that feemed in-

furmountable, and the Captains of the Men of War de-

clining to adt in any Manner that might produce ill Con-
fequences in Europe, Mr. Vring went on in landing the Can-
non, Arms, and Stores, and was very adtive in forwarding

a Fortification raifed on the Hill, which he propofed to make
defenfible before the 15 Days, to which his Removal was
limited by the French Mandate, were expired.

He
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He fent Mr. Egerton^ and Mr, Medley^ two of his Colony

to St. Vincent, to try what they could do towards a Settle-

ment in that other Illand of his Government.

While Mr. Vring's Men were very bufy in raifing their

Fort on the Hill, they fpy'd December 29. i^ Days after

their coming to Si. Lucia, feveral Sloops Handing into

Shoque-Bay, where they landed Men within an Hour's March
of the Hill. The Land about this Shoque-Boy, feemed ac

that very Time to be inhabited by the French, for the Go-
vernor writes, two young Negroes came to us which were

fuppofed to be French, of which the Inhabitants of Shoque-
Bay were acquainted^ and they were claimed and returned

to the Owners. For it appears that the Marefcbal de Eflree'i

Colony were fettled in that Place where Mr. Vring intended

his Settlement, by what he fays, we found an old Oven as

his Men were working in the Hill, which zue fuppofe zvas

made by the Duke de Eftree'^ Colony when there. I mention
this to fhew that it muft be well known that the French had
formerly pretended to claim, nay to poflefs and fettle in

this Ifland ; and that there were French Inhabitants upon it

at this very Time, fome of them in Ability to maintain

and employ Negroes. However they could not weaken the

prior Claim and PofTellion of the Englijh ; but before that

fhould have been afTerted in fo folemn and expenfive a Man-
ner, it had been well if any Difpute of that kind had been
adjufted, and Meafures taken to prevent or efFectully to oppofe

any Moleftations from the French.

The next Day after the French began to land at Shoque-

Bay, the Governor and Council of St. Lucia publilhed a
Proclamation, which was fent by Mr. John Braithwaite,

Deputy Governor, to be read to them at the Shoque. The
Title of it will I believe be enough, confidering the prefenc

Circumftances of the Colony.

A Proclamation, requiring all Strangers and Foreigners

now within the Iflands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, or

either of them, tofubmit and conform to the Government there-

in e/iabli/hed, or to depart thereout.

Mr. Vring informs us, the French told the Deputy-Gover-
nor he did not underfland the Englilli, and made light of the

Proclamation, which is not furprizing. In the mean Time,
the Englijh were raifing their Fort on the Hill, and a Barri-

cado on the Point, to fecure their Store-houfes and Fruits

which were there ; they carried it from Sea to Sqz, and in-

deed there was no Diligence wanting in the Governor and

thofe he employed to take Care of the Works.

N 2 The
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The French continued landing Men daily from Martinico,

and being encreafed to about 2000, were joined by 500 Men
from Guardaloufe j and Mr. Fring's fmall Number was fo

diminiflied by Defertion and Difeafe, that he had not above

70 Men fit to bear Arms. The Marquis de Champtgny who
commanded the French Troops, moftly Martinico Militia,

fenc Monfieur de Point Sable with a Letter to Governor /^/«f,
requiring the Evacuation of the Ifland by the Englijh ; and
Monfieur de Fouquiere^ General of the French Iflands, infift-

ing upon it, and rejecfling all Propofals for leaving Matters in

their prefent State, till Orders fliould come from Europe con-

cerning them ; Governor Vrhig confulted his Council there-

upon, who refolved to draw ofF and leave the Ifland, and

Lieutenant Governor Braithwaite was difpatched to the

Shoqucj to treat with the Marquis de Champ'igny^ who readily

agreed to the reafonable Demands of the Englijh. That all

their Deferters fliould be reftored, and fufficient Time be

allowed for re-imbarking the Cannon, Arms, Ammunition,

Provifions, Stores of all Sorts, and whatever had by them

been dif-imbarked in that Ifland, which the French were alfo

to evacuate at the fame Time. The fame Day, January 10,

the French Forces advanced towards the Englifh^ and the

great Detachment marched up the Hill. Mr. Vring was of

Opinion, if the Adventure and Hopewell had arrived in Time
with the Men they had on Board, near 240, it would effe£iu-

ally have prevented the French from difpojpjjing the Englifli.

But doubtlefs the French Forces would have been augmented

in Proportion, for according to the Oath of Robert Bullcock^

taken by Samuel Cox, Efq; Prefident of Barbados^ and fent

by him to Mr. Fringe the French at Martinico talked of

fending over loooo Men to St. Lucia, rather than they

would fail in their Refolution to difpoflefs the Englijh. Tho'

that might be a Gafconade, yet it was well known they could

have fpared many more Thoufands than they fent thither for

that Service, had it been neceffary, and there was little Like-

lihood that the Englijh, who with the Reinforcement of 200,

had fo many come thither fit to bear Arms, could have de-

fended themfelves in their new Works raifed in Hafteagainft

a powerful Army : fo they purfued the wifeft Counfels, con-

cluded the Treaty for their peaceable Re-imbarkation, iliipp'd

again whatever they had landed, demoliflied their Fort and

Barricado, ftruck their Flag and carried it Aboard, and Ja-
nuary 14th, failed out of the Harbour of Petite Cartenage for

the Ifland of AntegOy having been a Month upon that of

St. Lucia, of which

3
Natthaniel
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Nathaniel Fring, Efq; was Deputy Governor,
* John Braithwaite, Efqj Lieutenant Governor.
Mr. William Falkener^ Secretary.

N. B. This Mr. Braithwaite was afterwards employed in

the African Company's Service in Guineay where he acquired

fome Eftate, and afterwards removed to Carolina^ and is the

fame Perfon who behaved fo gallantly in an Engagement with

the Spaniards at Sea, and was barbaroufly murdered by them
after Surrender.

We muft now return to the Memorial before cited, where
Mention is made of the Evacuation of this Place as follows.

* The French at this Time oppofed the Englijh Settlement,
' but by Article VII. of the Treaty concluded on the Part of
* the Englijh by Mr. Braithwaite, empowered by Mr, Vring^
* the Duke of Montagu^ Deputy Governor, and on the Pare
* of the French by Monf. de Champigny, for the Evacuation
' of St. Lucia, Jan. 8th, O. S. 1722-3, it is agreed, that

* immediately after the Evacuation of the faid Colony of
' Monf the Duke of Montagu, the Sieur Marquis de Cham-
' pigny obliges himfelf alfo to make an Evacuation of the

' French Forces, and leave the Ifland of St. Lucia in its

* former State and Condition, till there fhall be a Decifion of
' it by the two Crowns. To the Rights and Pretenfions of
* which the faid Sieurs de Champigny and Braithwaite declare,

' they have neither Inclination or Power to bring any Pre-
' judic'e to theprefcnt Treaty.'

The Treaty between Mr. .Fring the Duke of Montagues

Governor, and Monf, Champigny, can be no Way derogatory

to the Britijh Title, it being exprefly ftipulated therein to the

contrary, and his Excellency Henry Worfeky, Efqj has fince

then been conftituted and appointed by his prefent Britannic

k

Majefty King George II. Governor and Commander in chief

of this Ifland of St. Lucia^ by Commiffion and the following

Inftrudlions.

GEORGE"^,
' 'Tp RUSTY and well beloved we greet you well.

' -* Whereas the French for fome Years have claimed a

' Right to the Ifland of St, Lucia, and do iniift that the

* Right to the Iflands of St, Fincent and Dominico under

* your Government is in the Charibbeans now inhabiting the

* fame, altho' we have an undoubted Right to all the faid

^ N 3 ! Illandsi
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Iflands ; yet we have thought fit to agree with the French

Court, that untill our Right fliall be determined, the faid

Iflands fliall be entirely evacuated by both Nations. It is

therefore our Will and Pleafure, and you are accordingly

to ficrnify the fame to fuch of our Subjeds as fliall be found

inhabiting any of our faid Iflands, that they do forthwith

quit the fame, untill the Right fliall be determined as afore-

faid. And that they do comply with this our Order within

thirty Days from the Publication thereof, in each of the

faid Iflands refpedtively, under Pain of our highefl: Difplea-

fure, and you are to ufe your beft Endeavours, that no
Ships of our Subje6ls, or of any other Nation, do frequent

the faid Iflands during the Time aforefaid, except only for

Wood and Water. But it is our Will and Pleafure, that

you do not execute this our Order untill the French Go-
vernor of Martinico fliall have received the like Diredtions

from the French Court, and fliall jointly with you, put

the fame in Execution without any Exception. And you are

hereby farther ordered to tranfmit to us by the firfl: Op-
portunity, a full Account of your Proceedings, as like-

wife of thofe of \hfFrench in this Behalf; taking care by
all Opportunities to inform yourfelf, whether our Subjects

and thofe of the French King do punctually comply with

the true Intent and Meaning of this Agreement, until

fuch Time as the Right to the faid Iflands Ihall be abfolute-

ly determined as aforefaid. And for fo doing, this fliall

be your Warrant. And fo we bid you farewell. Given
at our Court at St. Jamei^Sj the 30th Day of November

* 1730. in the fourth Year of our Reign.'

By his Majefl:y's Command,

HoUis Ncivcajlle^

The French King's Letter to the Governor of Martinico^

December 26. 1730.

Monfuur le Marquis de Champigni, ies Anglois ont depuls

quelques Junes forme des pretenftonsfur I'Jfe de St, Ahu%iey
qui m'appartientj &c.

* Monfieur de Champigny, The EngliJJj have for fome
' Years paft laid Pretenfions to the Ifland of St, Lucia^ which
* belongs to me, and to which I have an incontefl:able Right.
* The fame Pretenfions they have laid to the Iflands of St.

* Vinfgnt and Dominico, which belong to the Caribbeansy

' Natives
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Natives of the Country according to the Treaty of the 3 ift

of March y 1 660, and in the Poireflion of which, it is my
Intention tofupport them. I have neverthelefs agreed with

the Court of England^ that until thofe Pretenfions ihali be

determined, the faid Illands fliall be evacuated by both Na-
tions, and this is to acquaint you, that it is^my Pleaiure^ that

you make it known, isc."

St. Vincent'j.

1p HIS Ifland being in the fame Grant with that of St.

^ Lucia^ to his Grace the Duke of Montagu^ was alfo in-

cluded in the Commiffion of Mr. Vring as Governor of both

Iflands ; and about 10 Days after his Arrival at St. Luc'ia^ heap-

pointed Mr. Robert Egerton to go to St. Vincent'^ as Ambalta-

dor, as Mr. Egerton phrafes it, to the Indians and Negroes at

St. Vincent's, in Order t<3 prepare them for fubmitcing to the

Government of Great-Britain.

The Indians are the Aborigines, the firfl: Inhabitants of

this Ifland j the Negroes are the Defcendants of a Ship load-

ing of Slaves from Africa, who were thrown or ran them-

felves afliore here 60 or 70 Years ago, and by the Addition

of other Negroes, either Fugitives from European Plantations,

or coming voluntarily or involuntarily to this Illand in the

Courfe of fo many Years, are by Births and otherwife, be-

come a numerous People, and were fbme Thoufands of Men,
Women and Children, when Mr. Vring fent his Agent to

perfuade them to fubmit themfelves and their Country to the

Englijh Proprietor. The fame Submiffion he was to nego-

tiate with the Indians wlio live in Coalition with the Negroes,

under Chiefs of their own choofing : The Indians having

particular Chiefs, and the Negroes the fame v^ith other prin-

cipal Indians and Ntgroes to manage their Affairs under them.

Their Government is Republican. They have a juft No-
tion of Liberty, have enjoyed the Sweets of it many Years,

are very jealous of lofing it, and unanimous and refolute in

its Defence, are befides very powerful in their Numbers,
the /W/i2r/j being computed to be near 8000, and the Negroes

5 or (Jooo when Mr. Egerton fet out on his Embafly. The
Tenour of which mufi: be, whatever Terms were made U^q

of to exprefs it, that they fliould receive the EnglJ}) among

them, permit them to take their Lands, plant and fettle upon

N 4.
them,
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them, to build Forts and to introduce Soldiers and armed

Men, to give them new Laws, and enforce their Obedience

to them. The Indians and Negroes were very fenfible of all

this, and it had been aggravated to them by the French per-

petually coming thirher from Mariinico and their other

Jflands, fome of which are nearer to St. Vincenfs than the Eh'
glljh Charibbees. The French who had been among them, told

them that the EngUJh were fettling at St. Luc'ia^ and intended to

do the like in their Ifland, after which they would fell them or

ufe them as Slaves : Tho' the Indians and Negroes might not

give entire Credit to their malicious Suggeftions, yet they

were by no Means difpofed to receive the EngUJh as their

Mafters and Proprietors of their Lands. Their Country was

far from being uninhabited, tho' perhaps not a tenth Part of

it was planted by either I :dians or Negroes j however they did

not underftand that their having not as yet cultivated thefe

Parts of their Land, deprived them of their Property in it,

and Mr. Egerton was to promife Protection and Denization to

all that fubmicted to them. If Egerton or any other Agent, be-

fore him, had purchafed the Propriety of the Land of the/«-

dians the firft Owners, and the Negroes long Pofleflbrs of

the fame, there doubtlefs had been no Difficulty in admitting

them to take Pofieffion of them, and planting and fortifying

them as they thought fit ; but neither Indians nor Negroes

could underftand how their Right could be afferted by a

Grant oi a. Sovereignty to which they did not know, or ac-

knowledge themfelves to be fubje6t. This being the natural

State of the Cafe, Mr. Egerton fucceeded in his Embafly ac-

cordingly.

The Beginning of his Report marks the Diftance of this

Ifland from St. Lucia, December 26. ' Laft Night we
' ftretched over to St. l^incenfs^ Peering South South Eaji,
* and South by Eafl. Between one and two in the Morning,
^ we were up with the Land St. Vincent, and when Day, in

* a Bay to the Northward^ we faw feveral Huts aOiore in-

* habited by Indians^ and three of them in a Canoe paddling
' off to, us, we hoifted out our Boat. Mr. Medley^ who
* came with me to aflifl me in my Embafly went in her, and
' brought the three Indians aboard the Griffin Sloop.

' One of the Indians fpoke very good French, a Sign of
' their bei>:g much frequented by^ and faruiliarifed with that
' Nation. Medley informed them that the Englilla were fet-

' tied in the Ifland of St. Lucia^ and that if they would come
' under and fubrait to their Goverriment, they fhould be pro-
' tected and deemed and dealt with as Enghjhmen. They
\ Teemed to like it, and informed him that the French had

' been
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* been with them, and as we underftood it prepoflefled them
* with a Notion that the Engli/h were their Enemies, and
* would make them Slaves/ The contrary of which Egerton

and Medley endeavoured to inftill into him and his Country-

men : The Indians told them, that one of their great Men
lived in that Bay, and Mr, Medley going with him afliore,

brought the great Man aboard, entertained him plentifully,

and Mr, Egerton made him and near 20 Indians that attended

him agreeable Prefents. The Difcourfe was to the fame Purpofe

as before, but not much relifhed by the great Man ; the

Negroes inhabited the Shore to the North Eajl^ their Hurts

near the Water-fide, but Egerton and Medley had no Oppor-
tunity to fpeak with them. To the Eaftward of this Ifland

they found a pleafant Profpedt, a large Quantity of good
Land, tho' hilly, and a great deal of it planted, and the reft

fit to plant from the South Weft to the North Eaji, In fome
Places along Shore are Heads of Rocks not very high, but

there feemed to be good landing in feveral Parts, with plea-

fant Defcents to the Water-fide in fine green Patches.

Much upper Land fit for Plantation lay unmanured. Mr.
Egerton and Mr, Medley went afhore to the Indian Dwellings,

but finding they were all drunk and in an ill Humour, they got

from them as foon as they could. Notwithilanding their

Shynefs and Averfion to any Treaty of Submiflion to the

Englijhj Capt. Vring being forced to quit St. Lucia, pro-

pofed to his Council the removing to St. Vincent^ and en-

deavour to bring the Inhabitants to accept the Duke of
Montagu for their Proprietor and Governor, which could

they have done, would doubtlefs have been for the publick

liitercft of Great-Britain^ as well as the particular Intereft of

his Grace; but I do not fee there was the leaft Shadow of

Encouragement, from the Difpofition and Situation of the

Indians and Negroes for the Colony of St. Lucia^ to make
any Attempt towards a Settlement at St. Vincent\. For be-

fides the fame Objections that were made to the Settlement

at St. Lucia, were good againft St. Vincent's j a much ftronger

one offered to the Confideration of the EngUJh^ and that was
the Ifland's being already poflefTed, planted and peopled, and
having a great Number of bold daring Inhabitants fufficient to

defend it, without the Afli fiance of the French, which how-
ever they were fure of. The Council rejefted Capt. Fung's
Propofal, but agreed that Mr. Bmithwaite^ Lieutenant Go-
vernor of St. Lucia, ihould go in the Griffin Sloop to Sr.

Vincent's^ accompanied with fuch Perfons of the Colony as

he thought fir, and make another folemn and certain Trial of

the Temper of the Indians^ Negroes and Mulattois, to come
under
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under the Government of the Englijh, and Capt. Vrittg, with

the reft of the St. Lucia Colony, would wait at Antego for

Mr. Braithwaite's Return. At Antego Capt. Vring received

frefh Orders from England^ brought by the Advenmre^ to re-

tire with the Colony from thence and go to St. Vincent\

but as the State of that Ifland was not fo well known in

Europe as the Leeward Iflands, Col. Hart^ General of thefei

Iflands, and Col. Matthews^ Governor of Antego^ gave their

Opinion that Mr, Vring would do ill in following thefe new
Orders, and offered to give it under their Hands j fo he re-

folved to wait for the Return of Mr. Braithwaite^ whofe

Report of his Negotiation will give the beft Light in this

Matter. The Indians at firft treated him roughly enough,

but being foftened by fome Prefents of Rum and other

Things of fmall Value, he went a fecond Time afhore, and

was introduced to the General of the Indians, I will now
life his own Words. ' Two principal Men of the Indians

came to me from him, and thanked me for my Prefents,

and asked Pardon for my former Treatment, fuppofed to be

to pleafe a Frenchman, who was then with the Indian Ge-
neral : The two Indians had Orders to tell me, that if I

pleafed to go aftiore, they were to remain Hoftages for my
civil Ufage ^ I fent them on Board the Winchelfea^ and with

Capt, Watfon went myfelf afliore, and was well received

:

I found the Brother of the General of the Negroes with

the Indian General. The Negro had with him 500 Blacks

well armed with Fuzees^ he told my Interpreter, They were

informed we came to force a Settlement^ or they jhould not have

been fo uncivil to us at our firfi landings as to deny us Wood
and Water, which they had never before denied any Englifh,

and we might now take what we wanted. With fome Diffi-

culty I prevailed with the Indian and Negro Generals to go

aboard the Ifinchlefea, Capt. Orme Commander, leaving

Capt. Watfon a Hoftage. Capt. Orme entertained them

very handfomly, and prefented the Indian General with a

fine Fuzee of his own, and the General of the Negroes with

fomething that was as agreeable to him. The Captain af-

fured them of the Friendfliip of t\\&Yimgoi England, ^c.

The Negro General fpoke excellent French.^ and gave An-

fwers with the French Compliments. I afterwards carried

them on Board the Duke's Sloop, and having opened their

Hearts with Wine, for they fcorned to drink Rum, I

thought it a good Time to tell them my Commiffion, and

what brought me upon that Coaft. They told riie it was

well I had not mentioned it afhore, for their Power could

not have prote(3:ed me. Thac the Thing was irapoffible.
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« the Dutch had before attempted ir, but were glad to re-

'
tire. They likewife told me two French Sloops had the

' Day before we came been amongfi: them, gave them

' Arms and Ammunition, and affured them of the whole

* Force of Marthico for their Protedion againft us. They

' told them alfo, they had driven us from St. Lucia, and that

< now we were come to endeavour to force a Settlement

« there ; and notwithftanding all our fpecious Pretenfions

« when we had Power we fhould enflave them, but declared,

* they would truft no Europeans : That they owned them-

* felves under the Protection of the French, but would as

* foon oppofe their fettling among them, or any Aa of

« Force from them as us, as they had lately given an Inftance

' by killing feveral. And they farther told me, it was by, very

« large Prefents the French ever got in their Favour again,

' This being all I could get from them, I difmiflfed them with

* fuch Prefents as were ordered for that Service, and a Dif-

' charge of Cannon, and received in Return as regular

' Volleys of fmall Shot as I ever heard.'

Thus ended the unfortunate Expedition for pofleffing and

fettling the Iflands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent : The Pre-

parations and Provifions for it at Home were great and well

contrived. Mr. Vring's Profecution of it at St. Lucta dili-

gent and wary ; the Men of War attending it fufficient to

have prevented the landing of French Troops in Sloops, and

fo gradually. The Governors of Barbados and the Leeward

IQands were v/ell enough difpofed to give the Colony at Sr.

Lucia their utraoft Affiftance, but the Irrftrudions both of

the Governors and the Commanders of the Men of War,

feemed to be in Terms too general to admit of an ofFenhve

War, or indeed to run the Haxard of it for the Sake of the

Ifland of St. Lucia ; which Prefident Cox of Barbados m his

Letter to the Chcvalier Fouquiere, Governor of Martimco.,

terms infignificant and defert. Prefident Cox muft by inf.g^i-

ficant mean only as it was then without Settletrjent or De-

fence, but the Situation ihews it to be an Ifland of very

great Significance for the Security and Encreafe of the Briiijh

Trade and Navigation in thofe Parrs, was it peopled, planted

and fortified.

The fame would be St. Vincent's, but I will not determine

whether that would be fufficient Reafon to difpoffcfs the

Indians, the natural Proprietors of tiie Country • or if it

were, whether it would be pradicable to do it, the Inhabitants

in Poffeffion being fo numerous, fo warlike, and fo well pro-

teded by their AUies die French,

Do-
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DOMINICO
I
S in the Governor of Barbados'^ Commiffion ; it lies

y ^
" in -f.»- Degrees^ 30 Minutes, North Latitude, and '\%

SbouT 4,0 TSMes long, and 40 Miles over, where it is

broadeft.

There are feveral high Mountains in the midft of it,

which encompafs an inacceffible Bottom ; where from the

Tops of certain Rocks may be feen an infinite Number of

Reptiles of dreadful Bulk and Length.

Though the Englijh pretend to he Lords of this Ifland,

they never durft attempt to make any Settlement upon it,

the Char'ihheam are fo numerous; and we Ihould have

treated of that barbarous Nation under this Head, if we had

thought the Place belonged to the Englijh : We have there-

fore fpoken of them at large in the Hiftory of St. Chrijlo-

phersy the moft confiderable of the Charibbee Iflands, at leaft

of thofe in PoCTeflion of the Englijh^ to which the Reader

is referred. There's none of them fo populous as Dominico.

The Natives tell all Strangers, who come to vifit it, a flrange

Tale of a vaft moaftrous Serpent, that had its Abode in the

before-mentioned Bottom. They affirmed, there was in the

Head of it a very fparkling Stone, like a Carbuncle, of in-

eftimable Price ; that the Monfter commonly veiled that

rich Jewel with a thin moving Skin, like that of a Man's

Eye-lid, and when it went to drink, or fported itfelf in the

deep Bottom, it fully diicovered ir, and the Rocks all about

received a wonderful Lullre from the Fire ifluing out of

that precious Gem.
,

This Story is fb romantick, we wonder the French have

not found out a St. George to kill this fiery Dragon ; and no

doubt they would have added abundance of fine Stories of

the Amours of thefe gallant Cannibals,

They had formerly a King here, or rather Captain,

who in all the Wars the Natives had with their Enemies

on the Continent, led the Vanguard of their Army, and

was diftinguiflied by a particular Mark that he had about

him.

The French have frequented this Ifland more than the

Engli/h^ though the latter fay it belongs to them ; but what-

ever is the Matter, the Charibbcans have always loved the

former better ;
perhaps there is more Agreement between

the
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the Difpofition of the French and thefe Barbarians, than

between the Englijh and them. Hither retreated the Charib-

beans when the Europeans drove them out of the other

Iflands.

The French made Peace with all thefe Iflanders in the

Year 1640. but we do not underftand the Englijh ever gave

themfelves the Trouble of treating with them, in which per-

haps they have been neither juft nor prudent j for the Domi-
nicans have conceived fuch an Averfiori to them, that they

hate them the moft of any Nation, except the Arioisagues.

This was occafioned by the Treachery of our Countrymen,

who formerly, under Pretence of Friendfhip, and treating

them, got them aboard their Ships, and when their Veflels

were full of them, carried away Men, Women, and Chil-

dren into Captivity. It is dangerous for any Englijhmenio be

feen upon this Ifland ^ and feveral whom Storms have driven

afliore, have paid feverely for the Treafon of their Coun-
trymen.

There is one remarkable PafTage in the Hiftory of the

Charibbee Iflands, written in French, and done into Englijh

by Mr. Davyes of Kidwelly ; whereby we may perceive,

what Right Princes and States have to the Countries they

feize in America ; and if his AfTertion is true, the Title of
the Englijh to Dominico will not appear very plain ; It is a
general Rule, (Tays the Author) that a Country deftiiute of
Inhabitants, belongs to him who Jirji pojfejjes hi?njelf of it

; fo

that neither the King of Fiance'^ Grant., nor yet that of the

Company, does any thing more than fecure thefe Gentlemen

againfi the Pretenfions offuch f their own Nation, as might

oppofe their Defigns.

Which Oblervation may be made ufe of in all Cafes,

wherein the Nations of Europe contend for any part of

America ; and fince all Countries muft be deftitute of In-

habitants, to give any People a Right to poflefs them, fuch

as are inhabited fliould be bought of the Poffeflbr. It is

likely the Charibbet^ns will never part with the Poileffion of

this Iflej and it may as well be left out of the Governor
of Barbados'^ Commiflion, as the Kingdom of Jerifalem

out of the King of Spain's Titles.

About the Time that this Ifland was difcovered, a Charib-

hean, whom the French called Capt. Baron, lived in it,

and from hence made Incurfions upon the Englijh in the

other Iflands: But the Indians were afraid of difl:urbing

their powerful Neighbours, who might eaflly extirpate them
if they pleafed i and we find nothing more material relating

to
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to this Ifland but what Captain Vr'tng fays in a Voyage to the

IVeJi-Indies ID Years after my firft Impreffion ; that his

Ship flopped there to wood and ivater, where he found

feveral French Families, and during the Ship's Stay a large

Periagua of the native Charibhean Indians came on board

;

the Men were naked, but the Women had a fmall piece of

Cloth to cover them, and that he entertained them with

Drams, with which they were well pleafed j and that hav-

ing wooded and watered there, they departed, and I do
not find that the Englijh have made any other Ufe of this

Ifland.

THE
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Leeward-Illands.

ANTE GO.

j4NTego lies between Barbados and Defirado ; in

.XjL 16 Degrees, and ii Minutes, North Latitude. It is

about 20 Miles long, and as many broad, in feveral

Places. The Accefs of it is dangerous for Shipping, by

reafon of the Rocks that encompafs it.

There are few or no Springs of frefh Water in this Ifland
;

on which account it was for a long Time thought to be un-

inhabita:fele : But the Lord Francis W'tlloiighby^ about the

Year 1663. procured a Grant of this Ifland of King Charles

the Second ; and about the Year \6GS. planted a Colony

here.

It is true, the EngUJh^ in Sir Thomas Warner's Time,
difcovered this Ifland, and feme Families fettled upon it,

30 Years before the Propriety was granted to the Lord PFil-

loughby. But fo uncertain was their Settlement, that the

French intended to have poflefled themfclvcs of this Ifland,

after the Spaniards had driven them out of St. Chrijlopher'%^

had they not afterwards recovered their Part of that Ifle.

This Governor Warner^ we are told by the Voyager
Dampier, had a Son by an Indian Woman, which he

bred up after the Englijh Manner ; he learned the EngUfl)

Language alfo of his Mother, but being grown up and find-

ing hiroielf defpifed by hie MngUfi Kindred, he forfook his

Father's
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Father's Houfe, got away to St. Lucia^ and there lived among
the Char'ibhee Indians^ bis Relations by the Mother's Side,

where conforming himfelf to their Cuftoms, he became one
of their Captains, and roved from one Ifland to another as

they did.

^c.^ II. Van Dampler was in thefe Parts in the Year 1^74, and writer.

About this Time the Chartbbees had done fome Spoil on
our Englijh Plantations at Antego^ and therefore Governor
fFarner's Son by his Wife, took a Party of Men and went
to fupprefs thefe Indians, and came to the Place where his

Brother the Indian Warner lived
j
great feeming Joy there

was at their Meeting ; but how far it was real the Event

Ihewed j for the Englijh JVarner^ providing Plenty of Li-

quor, and inviting his Half-brother to be merry with him,

in the midft of his Entertainment, ordered his Men
upon a Signal given to murder him and all his Indians^

which was accordingly performed. The Reafon of this in-

human Adion is diverfely reported : Some fay, that this

Indian Warner^ Committed all the Spoil that was done to

the Englijh, and for that Reafon his Brother killed him and

his Men. Others that he was a great Friend to the Englijh^

and would not fuffer his Men to hurt them, but did all that

lay in his Power ro draw them to an amicable Commerce,
and that his Brother killed him, becaufe he was afliamed to

be related to an Indian. But be it how it will, he was call-,

ed in Queftion for the Murder, and forced to come home
and take his Trial in England. Such perfidious Doings as

thefe, continues Dampier^ befides the Bafenefs of them,

are great Hindrances of our gaining Intereft among the

Indians.^

This Voyager writes largely of the Hurricane 'that hap-

pened here in 1^81, and of the Signs that it gave of its

coming, common with the Caribbean Hurricanes j but the

moft remarkable Accident in it, happened to a Ship of 120
Tons and ten Guns, commanded by Captain Gadbury^ who
had careened his Ship in Musketo Cove, in St. John's Har-
bour but a little before ; and being warned by the Planters of
the approaching Hurricane, he moored his Ship as fecure as

he could with all his Cables and Anchors, befides fome
Cables which he made faft afhore to great Trees ; and about

Seven that Evening went afliore to a poor Planter's Houfe
about half a Mile from the Shore. By the Time he and

his Men were arrived at the Houfe, the Wind came on very

fierce at North Eaft, and veering about to North and North
Weft, fettled there, bringing with it very violent Rains.

Thus it continued about four Hours, and thea fell fiat Calm,
and the Rain ceafed. In
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In this Calm he fent three or four of his Men down to

the Cove^ to fee what Condition the Ship was in, and they

found her driven afhore dry on the Sand, lying on one Side,

with the Head of her Maft flicking into the Sand ^ after they

had walked round her and viewed her a while, they returned

again to the Captain to give hirn an Account of the Dif-

atlcr, and made as much hafte as they could, bccaufe the

,
Wind began to blow hard at South Weft ; and it blew (b

violendy before they recovered the Houfe, that the Boughs
of the Trees whipt them fufficiently before they got thither,

and it rained as hard as before ; the little Houfe could fcarce

fhelter them from the wet, for there was little beiides the

Walls ftanding. Yet they ftaid till the next Morning, and
then coming to the Ship, found her almoft upright, but all

the Goods that were in the Hold were wadied out. Hur-
ricanes fince that have been frequent in this Ifland, but there

was nothing in them fo extraordinary as this.

This Illand is divided into five Parifhes, four of which are

Towns; as St.John's-Town to the Northward; znd Fal^

mouthy Parham, and Bridge-Tovjn to the Southward. The
other Parifh is St. Peter's.

St. John's Harbour is the moft commodious. Befides

which there are feveral other good Harbours ; as Five IJland

Harbour ; fo called, from five little lilands to the Weft-
ward of the Ille. C^/7//7^-Bay, EngUjh Harbour, at the

Bottom of which is Falmouth Town, defended by Charles

Fort. Next to it is WUloughby-Bay. On the Eaji Sliore is

Bridge-Town-^ then Green-Bay, off oi Vfhich is Green-I^and^

then Nonfuch Harbour, a fpacious Bay.

Of this Coaft, on the North Eaft Shore, are feveral little

Iflands, called Polecat- IJJand^ and Goat-IJland ; and more
to the Northward, Guana-IJIand, Bird-ljland^ Long-Ijland,

Maiden-ljland^ and Py^'ickle-Pear-IJland.

The Forts are now in pretty good Repair ; Monk's-Hill
Fort is mounted with thirty Pieces of Ordnance, it has a
Magazine with about 410 Mufquets, axid 8ot) Bayonets in

good Order. The other Fort ereded at the Entrance of
St. John's Harbour, is mounted with 14. Pieces of Canon;
there are feven other Batteries raifed for the Defence of fo

many landing Places, in all mounted with 26 Guns.

The Capital of the Iftand is St. John's-Town^ which
confifts of about 200 Houfes, and the Number of Souls in

all this Colony are computed to be about 8000 Whites, be-

fides the Blacks, which were thrice the Number, but are

not now 18000- the Number of Men enrolled in the Mi-,

liria is now 1500.

Vol-. II, O Thf
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The want of frefh Springs in this Ifle is fupplied by Cifterns,

in which the .Inhabitants catch Rain-water, and fave it

v/hen they have done. There are feme Springs, but no
River in the whole Ifland.

Some Creeks are to be met with here, as two at the Bot-

tom of Five-IJland Harbour, and one called Indian-Creek,

between Engl:/h Harbour and IFilloughby-Bay.

We cannot at moft fay very much of the Leeward-IJlandsy

there having few memorable Events happened in them

;

and they being all of them feparate Governments, finder one

Governour, or Captain General, the Succeffion of the

Deputy-Governors, appointed by the Governors in Chief, is

fo uncertain, that we cannot pretend to put them in a true

Order; and therefore fiiall only name them, as we have

occafion to mention any Fads wherein they were concerned.

But before we proceed in our Account of Jntego, we
think it not improper to.finifh what we have to fay of the

Climate, Soil, Animals, Produdions, and Trade.

The Situation of this Ifland fhews it muft be hotj and

the Heats are indeed more exceffive here than even in Bar-

bados, though farther from the Equatgr ; the Soil being

more inclining to Sand, and the Ground not fb well cleared

of Woods, may be the occafion of it.

Turnados, or Hurricanes, ufed to be very frequent and

troublefom here ^ and they are but too much fo ftill, as

the Inhabitants have experienced this laft Year, to their

great Lofs.

The Animals that may be faid to be moft peculiar to this

Ifland are firft, among the Fifh, the Dorado, or Sea-bream,

p. -9. of which Mr. Davyes of Kidwelly, in his Verfion of tha

Hifl:ory of the C^^ri^^tv Iflands, fays it is called Dorado, be-

caufe in the Water the Head of it feems to be a green, gilt,

clear Sky Colour, It takes aPleafure in following the Ships,

but iwims fo fwift, that he muft be very dextrous who fliall

take it, either with the Iron hook, or Long ftafF with the

Cafting-net at the End of it. No Man can imagine Fifh

better furniflied for Swimming than this ; for it has the

Fore-part of the Headfharpj the Back briflled with Prickles,

reaching 10 the Tail, which is forked j two Fins on each fide

of the Head, and as many under the Belly, fmall Scales,

and the whole Body of a Figure rather broad than big:

All which give it a ftrange Command of the Waters. Some
of them are about five Foot in Length. The Meat of this

-
"

Fifli is a little dry, yet no lefs pleafant to the Taile than

J'rout or Salmon, in the Opinion of many.

The
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The Shark-Fidi abounds in the Charihhean Seas, and is

obferved to be as comtnon near Antego, as any of the other

Iflands ; wherefore we fliull fpeak of it in this Place, It is

otherwife called the Requiem, and is a kind of Sea^Dog, or
Sea-Wolf, the moft devouring of all P'ifli, and the moft
greedy of Man's Flefh. He is dreaded very much by fuch
as go a fwimming ; and that v/itb very good Reafon, for

be lives by Prey, and commonly follows Ships, to feed on
the Filth caftout of them into the Sea.

Thefe Monfters feem to be of a yellowifh Colour in the^'^- P' "^ii

Water. Some of them are of an unmeafurable Length and
Bignefs, and fuch as are able to cut a Man in two at a
Bite. Their Skin is rough, Files were formerly made of it,

to polifh Wood. Their Heads are flat, and the Opening of
their Mouth is not juft before the Snout, but under it

:

whence it comes, that to faften on their Prey, they are

forced to turn their Bellies almoft upwards. Their Teeth
are very fharp, and very broad, being jagged all about like a
Saw. Some of them have three or four Ranks of thefe

Teeth in. each Jaw-bone. They lie within the Gums, but
they make them fufficiently appear when there's Occafion,

The Shark-fifli is commonly attended by two or three

Fiflies, that go before him with a fwift and regular Motion,
and either hair, or advance more or lefs, as they perceive

the Requiem does. Some call them Rambos and Pilgrims
^

and the French Mariners, the Requieni^ Pilots, becaufe thofe

fmall Fifhes feem to be their Guides. They are not much
above a Foot long, and of a proportionable Bignefs. BuC
their Scales are beautified with fo many pretty lively Co-
lours, that, fays my Author, it might be faid, They are en^

compared with Chains of Pearly Coraly Emerald^ and other

precious Stones.

The Meat of the Requiem is not good, at lead when it is

not very young. The Brains of the old ones are thought to

be a Remedy for the Stone or Gravel. The French and For-

iugucfe call this Fiili Requiem^ or Reft, becaufe 'tis wonc
to appear in fair Weather. Its Liver, when boiled, yields a
great Quantity of Oil, good for Lamps.
We might with as much Reafon perhaps have treated of

thefe Fifhes, when we wrote of any other Part of the Cha-
ribbee IJlands j but we have placed them here, for that we
find others have done fo before us.

The Bucane found on this Coaft, 15, like the Indian In-

habitants, greedy of Man's Flefli. It refembles a Pike in

Figure j but it is feven or eight Foot long, and proportiona-

bly big. It lives by Prey like the Shark, and furioully fallens

O a .on
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oil the Man it can reach in the Water. Whatever it feizes,

it carries ofFj and if it did not, its Teeth are fo venomous,
that the leaft touch of them becomes mortal, if feme fove-

reign Antidote be not immediately applied. ^

There's another Kind of Bucanes, by fome called Sea-

Woodcocks, from the Figure of the Beak, which is fome-

what like a Woodcock's Bill, excepting that the upper Part is

much longer than the lower j and that this Fifh moves both

,

Jaws with like Facility. Some of them are fo big and long,

that there are above four Foot between the Head and tlie

Tail
J
and they are 12 Inches broad near the Head, mea-

furing fideways.

The Head is fomewhat like that of a Hog's, but illumi-

nated by two large Eyes, which are extremely fhining, Ic

has two Fins on the Sides, and under the Belly a great Plume,

rifing higher and higher by degrees, like a Cock's Comb,
reaching from the Head almoft to the Tail, which is divided

' ^ ' into two Parts. Befides this long and folid Beak, it has two
Sorts of Horns, hard, black, and about a Foot and a half

in Length, which hang down under its Throat, and are par-

ticular to this kind of Fi(h. Thefe it can eafily hide in a

hollow Place under its Belly, which ferves them for a Sheath.

It has no Scales, but is covered with a rough Skin, which on
the Back is black, on the Sides greenilli, and under the Belly

white. It is fafe, but not pleafant, to eat the Meat of it.

Another Fifh found on thefe Coafts, is called the Sea-Urchin,

and well deferves that Name. It is as round as a Ball, and

full of fharp Prickles. Some Europeans who have taken

them, have dried them, and fent them as Prefents to the

Curious for Rarities to hang in their Clofets.

ih p,$i. The Sea Parrots, common in thefe Seas, are fcaled like

Carps ; but as to Colour, are as green as Parrots, whence
they got their Name. They have beautiful and fparkling

Eyesj the Balls clear as Cryftal, encompafled by a Circle

lugent, enclofed with another as green as an Emerald j of

which Colour are the Scales of their Backs, and thofe under

the Belly of a ycllowifh green. They have no Teeth, but

Jaws above and below of folid Bone, which is very ftrong,

and of the fame Colour as their Scales, divided into little

Compartments, very beautiftjl to the Eye. They live on
Shell-fifli ; and with thofe hard Jaw-bones they crufh, as

between two Mill-flones, Oifters, Mufcles, and other Shell-

fifli, to get out the Meat. The Meat of them is excellent ^

and fome of them are fo big they weigh 20 Pound.

lb p loi. The Efpadon^ or Sword-Fijh^ is obferved to frequent the

Seas off thefe Coafts, It has at the End of the Upper-Jaw

I
" _ .

^

- - ^ defettfive
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a defenfive Weapon, about the Breadth of a great Cutlafs,

which has hard and fliarp Teeth on both Sides. This Wea-
pon in fome of them is about five Foot in Length, about

fix Inches broad at the lower End j and palifado'd^ to ufe

my Author's Words, with 27 white and folid Teeth, ig

each Rank ; to which the Bulk of their Bodies bears a Pro-

portion.

The Head of thefe Sea-Monflers is flat, and hideous to be-

hold, being of the Figure of a Heart. They have near their

Eyes two Vents, at which they call out the Water they

fwallow. They have no Scales, but a greyifli Skin on the

Back, and a white under the Belly, which is rough like a

File. They have five Fins, two of each Side, tVk'o on the

Back, and that which ferves them for a Tail. Some call

them Saw-Fijhes^ fome Emperors, becaufe there is an Hofti-

lity between them and the Whale, which they many times

wound to Death.

Thefe Fifh, and feveral others mentioned in other Parts of

this Treatife, are common alfo in other Parts of the Cha-

ribhean Seas. But the Inhabitants are apt to give them other

more vulgar Names ; and perhaps they will not be known to

the meaner fort of them by thefe, no more than fome of

the Fowl which we find treated of by Mr. Davyes in the

above-mentioned Hiftory : As the Canides, about the Big-if>. /»• 90.

nefs of a Pheafant, of a moft beautiful Plumage. This

Bird is mor^ frequent at Curajfau, and therefore we fhall

fay no more of it here.

The flammans are gre2its.nd beautiful Birds; but wefhould
not have mentioned it in this Article, becaufe it delights in

Fenny-Places and Ponds, that are not common in this

Ifland, which abounds in all Sorts of Fowl, wild and tame.

It has more plenty of Cattle, and other Beafts, efpecially

Venifon, than any other of our Charibbee-IJIands ; the Animals

of which are much the fame, as alfo their Produdtions.

Sugar, Indigo, Ginger, and Tobacco, were the chief

Growths and Commodities of Antego^ when it was firfl

planted ; but now Indigo and Ginger are very rarely culti-

vated there. The Sugar and Tobacco were both bad of
the Sort ; the former fo black and coarfe, that one would
fcarce have thought any Art could have refined it ^ and as if

our Englijh Sugar-bakers fcorned to put fuch Dirt into

their Coppers, it was generally ihipped off for Holland and

Hamburgh, being fold for i5j. a Hundred, when other

Mufcovado Sugar fetched 18 on 9 j. a Hundred.
The Planters of Antego have fince improved their Art, and

as good Mufcovado Sugar is now made there as in any of our

O 5
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Sugar Iflands. They have alfo clayed fome Sugar, which

was not known to have been done in Aniego 20 Years ago.

Tho' there is not much Tobacco planted in this Ifland,

what there is, is not fo bad as it was formerly, when it was

ibid for no Ufes, but to make SnufF. The wild Cinnamon

^"r^J^r^^'^r^e is faid to grow in the Lowlands, or Savanna Woods
24 p. 665. /,

°
in Aniego.

We know of no other Produdions here, which it has

not in common with the other Iflands ; and having treated

of them elfewhere, we fhall proceed in our Hiftory, which

is indeed but fhort : Our Memoirs for the Leeward-Ifands

did not, and perhaps the Fa6ls themfelves would not enable

us to enlarge upon it much more.

The Hiftoiy of the Charihbee-IJlands^ tranflated by Mr.
Vavyes., mentions, that Antego was inhabited by the Englijh

almoft as foon as St. Chrl/lophers j but we cannot get any

other Proof of it, and it does not appear that it was planted

till after it became the Lord fVillougbby's Propriety : It has

lince reverted to the Crown, and is made a Part of the ge-

peral Government of the Leeward- I/lands, and did not

imake any confiderable Figure among them, till about the

Year i6%o. It has owed moll of its fiourifhing Condition

fince to the Care and Interefl: of Colonel Chrtjiopher Cod-

rington • who removing from Barhadosj where he had beeri

Deputy-(3overnor, to Antego^ planted here, and in other

Leeward- IJ!andsy and having a great Knowledge and Expe-
rience in the Sugar Plantations, and a great Stock to fupport

it, acquired as good an Eftate as any Planter had got at Bar^
bados or Jamaica. Others following his Example, Antego

throve ; and he making it the Seat of his Government,
when he was Captain General, and General Governor of all

the Leeward-Jfiands^ this Ille flourifhed equally at leaft with

4ie reft, and became wealthy and populous.

Among others who came with the Lord Wtlkughby from
Barbados^ Was Major Byam^ whofe Family ftill remains on
the Place. He was one of the Commiffioners appointed

by that Lord, to treat with Sir George Ayfcues, about the

Surrender of Barbados to the Parliament. His Son Colonel

Willoughby Ryam^ was one of the moll confiderable Plan-

ters in the Leeward-Jjlands.

We have not been able to procure an exa£l Lift of the

Governors of thefe Iflands, from their firft Setdement, and
much lefs of the particular Governors, or rather Deputy
Governors of the particular Iflands,and therefore fhall not pre-

tend to give any. Sir Nathaniel John/on was Governor of

all them at the Revolutionj and not conforming to the Go-
? yerninent;^
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vernment, was removed : Upon which, "

Col. Codrington

lucceeded him in his Government, and Colonel Rowland
Williams was made Deputy Governor of Antego.

In Alarchj \6%^. there happened a terrible Earthquake

in the Leevjard-IJIands^ Monferrat^ Nevis^ and Antego, \n

Nevis and Montjerrat^ no confiderable Hurt was done, mod
of the Buildings being of Timber ; but where there were
Stone Buildings, they were generally thrown down, which
fell very hard on Antego \ moft of the Houfes, Buildings,

Sugar-works, and VVind-mills^ being of Stone. Several

Sloops felt the Violence of the Shake at Sea.

On the breaking out of the War between England and

France^ after the Revolution^ the Inhabicanrs of Antego^ as

well as thofeof the other Leeivard-IJlands^ deiired Afiiiiance

of the Governor and Government of Barbados-^ and v;hen

Sir Timothy Tbornhill had raifed his Regiment, he failed with

them to Antego^ where he arrived on the 5 th of Auguji^

and received the unwelcome News, that the Fort at St.

Chrijicpher^s v/as furrendered to the French^ on Monday
theapth of July, 1(^89. upon Articles. Sir Timothy know-
ing his Strength to be too inconfiderable to attack an Ifland

io well fortified as St. Chri/iophers, and the Government of

Antego folliciting him to continue with them till the Arrival

of the Englijl) Fleer, which was daily expeded ; he agreed to

their Propofals, and landed his Regiment there, which ha

quartered in the Town of Falmouth^ about the fame Bignefs

as that of St. John^s Town.
After a Month's Continuance in this Ifland, Lieutenant-

General Codrington fent three Sloops manned with 80 Men
of Sir Timothy's Regiment, under the Command of Capt.

Edward Thorn, from Falmouth, to fetch the Englifl}, with

their Goods and Stocks, from the luand of A-nguilh, where

they had been miferably abufed and deftroyed by forae Irijh^

whom the French had landed there for that Purpofe.

Before Sir Timothy ThornbiWs Arrival, and during his Stay

at Antego, the Indians of the neighbouring Iflands, who were

in League with the French, landed feveral Times upon that

Ifland, killing thofe Inhabitants who lived near the Sea, (to

the Number of 10) and then making their Efcape in their

fwift Periagas. Thefe Pyratical Excurflons were all the Peo-

ple of Antego fufFered by the Enemy. General Codrington

ordered feveral Sloops that were good Sailers to purfue them,

but the Periagas were too nimble for them : To prevent the

like Damage for the future, ftridt Guard was kept on the

Coafts,

P 4 A!?<^t
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About the Middle of September, a French Privateer landed

his Men at Fwe-IJlands^ near Antego^ and took off fome
Negroes. As he was going away with his Booty, he met with

two Englijh Sloops, one of which, after fome Refiflance,

he took j the other making her Elcape, came in, and gave an

Account of the Adtion : Upon which Sir Timothy fent out

two Sloops manned, with a Company of Grenadiers, under

the Command of Captain Walter Hamilton^ who next Day
brought her in with her Prixe. On board the Privateer were

"i^o French and fix /ri/7; Men; the latter were tried by a

Court Marfhal, and four of them hanged. In November
Sir Timothy Thornh'dlxQXXiOyed to Nivlsy at the Defire of the

People of that Ifland.

The Inhabitants of Antego raifed 300 Men, who were

commanded by Col. Hawetfon-^ and landing on an Ifland

belonging to the French, called Mary-Galanta, they beat

the Inhabitants into the Woods, burnt their Town, nailed

down their Guns, demolifhed their Fort, and returned back

to Antego with the Plunder of the Ifland.

Lieutenant General Codr'ington (for as yet he had not re-

ceived his CommiflSon of Captain General) remained at

Antego, while Sir Timothy Thornhill went from Nevis againli

St. Bartholomews and St. Martins : While he was upon the

latter, Monfieur Decaffe came down with 70Q Men from

St. Chrijiopher's, to the Afliftance of the French ; the Major
General (for fuch was Sir Timothy's Commiffion) difpatched

away a Sloop, with an Exprefs to the Lieutenant- General at

Antego, to acquaint him with his Condition, and defire him
to fend fome Ships to his Afliftance. Accordingly General

Codringion ordered Col. Hewetfon, with about 200 Men
from Antego, aboard three Sloops, under Convoy of three

Men of War, one of 40 Guns, and two of 20, fitted out

for that Purpofe, to fail to St. Martins, wher^ he arrived

the 30th of January. The French Ships who were at

Anchor near the Ifland, attacked the Englijh Frigats ; and
after four Hours Difpute, with little or no Damage on Col.

Hewetfon's Side, they bore away.

In the following Year, General Codrington received a

Commiffion from King TVilliam and Queen Mary, to be
Captain General, and Commander in Chief of all their

Leeward Charibbee-IJlands ; and Admiral IVright arriving

from England with a ftrong Squadron of Men of War, all

the Leeward-IJJands raifed Forces for the Recovery of St.

Chrijiopher's j among which that of Antego furniflied a whole
Regiment of 400 Men, who were commanded by the Deputy-

Governorj Col, Rowland fVUUcimh whofe Son, Mr. Samuel

fFilliams^
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IFilliams, was fome Time after a Gentleman Commoner of
ChriJI- church in Oxford^ and a great Lover of the Studies

of Humanity; in which he made a good Proficiency in a
iliort Time. The Author owes this Juftice to the Memory
of his Friend, and the Reader will therefore excufe this

Digre.Tion.

Nor muft we omit doing Juftice to Chrijlopher Codring^

ton^ jun. Efq; the Governor's Son ; who diftinguifhed him-
felf in the fame illuftrious Academy, by his Genius and
Judgment in Poetry and Eloquence j wherein he performed
feveral Things with equal Merit and Succefs: He was a
Gentleman Commoner of AU-Soids College ; and when King
IFiUiam paid his Vifit of Kindnefs, as his Majefty was gra-

cioufly pleafed to call it, to the Univerfity of Oxford, Mr,
Ccdrington exprelTed the publick Thanks of that learned Body,
in a very elegant Oration. He was a Patron of the famous
Mr. Creech, who dedicated his Latin Edition of Lucretius

to him. When this Gentleman left the Study of the Arts,

he took to the Pradice of Arms, fignalized himfelf at the

Siege of Namiire^ was made a Colonel of his Majefty's

Foot Guards : And more might be faid of his Adions and
Worth, only we remember we are writing the Hiftory of
Countries, and not of Perfons ; but the high Poft he after-

wards enjoyed in this Ifland, where he is now an Inhabitant,

will excufe us for what we might ctherwifc be thought to
digrefs in.

The Succefs of the Expedition of St, Chriflopher^s, and
Other Enterprizes in the Leeward-Ijlands, will be related in the
proper Places, where thofe Adtions were performed ^ only
we muft corred an Error in the Gazette^ which on the 1 8 th

of September, 1690, told us, Eight hundred Men were raifed
at Antego, for the Expedition againjl the French at St.

Chriftopher'j ; whereas, by an exadt and faithful Account of
it, written by Mr. Thomas Spencer, Jun. Secretary to the
Honourable Sir. Tim. Thornhill, Mufter-Mafter to his Regi-
ment, and Deputy Commiflary, we find, the Antego Regi-
ment confifted of 400 only^ and indeed if this Ifland

could raife 800 Men, and fpare them for fuch an Enter-
prize, we may very well compute the Number of Souls at

this Time to be 14 or 15000, which none pretend there
ever was in Antego. This Ifland fent their Quota to all the
Forces that were raifed againft the French in the laft War,

In the Year 16^6^ the /:/^;«^f Frigat was here, and failed

iox London, Convoy to a fraall Fleet of ii Ships, which
were above eleven Weeks in theif Voyage.

General
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General Codr'mgton dying in the Year i(^^8, his Son
Chrijiopher Codrington^ Efq; of whom we have fpoken al-

ready, was appointed Captain General, and Governor in

Chief of the Leeiuard-If.ands -^ and in Purfuance of thisCom-
miffion, he removed from England to this Ifland, where he

moftly relided during his Government, being one of the

greateft Proprietors in it.

In JanuaryJ 1699, Pidvc\xx2\ Bembow arrived at the Z?^-

ward-IJlands^ having Col. Coll'ingiuoodh Regiment on Board,

Part of which was quartered in Antego^ and Part in the other

Iflands. The Governor having received feme more Forces

from England^ to make up the Lofs of thefe, moft of them
having died in the Iflands, refolved, on the breaking out of

the prefent War, to attack the French at Guardaloup.

The Merchants of Antego had equip'd feveral Privateers

;

which, in Conjundion with fome Privateers of the other

Iflands, and a Squadron of Men of War, made a Strength at

Sea too mighty for the French. He raifed a Regiment of

Soldiers in Antego.^ of which Colonel Byam was Colonel ;

and the other Leeward-IJJands furniilied Men alfo for this

Enterprize.

On the "jth o? March ^ 1702, t!ie General came off the

Ifland of Guardaloupj widi the Land and Sea Forces. The
French fhot at them from the Shore, but did no other Mif-

chief than killing one Man, and wounding a Boy aboard the

Commodore. The Fleet ftood off and on till the i oth,

waiting the coming up of the Maidjione Man of War, and

fome other Imall Ships, which lay ofF of Mary Galanta.

When they arrived, the Governor came to an Anchor, to

the North-Weft of the Ifland, and ordered a Party of Men
to land, and defliroy fome fcattering Plantations on the Coaft,

which they did.

On the i2ch, Col. Byam with his Regiment, and a De-
tachment of 200 Men of Col. IVhetham^s Regiment, landed

by Break of Day, at a Place called Les Petits Habitans ;

where they met with fome Oppofition, but foon obliged the

Enemy to retire.

About 9 in the Morning, Col. Wetham, with about 800
Men more, landed in a Bay to the Northward of a Town
called the Bayliffe ; where he met with a vigorous Refiftance

from all the Enemy's Forces, polled in a very good and ad-

vantageous Breaft-Work. Thefe plyed the Englijh continually

with great and fmall Shot, while they were landing, parti-^

cularly in a more furious Manner at the Flag; yet notwich-'

Handing all their Fire, the Englijh bravely marched up to

their EntrenchmentSj wich their Muskets fliouldered, with^

. out
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out firing one Shot, till they could come up to lay the Muz-
zles of their Pieces upon the Top of the Enemies Breaft-

VVorks, The Engllfl) had 3 Captains killed at the Head of
their Grenadiers, before they could make themfelves Mailers

of the firll Breaft-Worlc. Col. IVillis fignalized himfslf in

this Adlion, by his great Bravery j and all the Oincers and

Soldiers behaved themfelves on this Occafion, like Englijh-

juen fighting with French, we mean, like Men born to

conquer.

By Noon they had maflered all the Enemies Oat-Works.
In an Hour after, the Town called the Bayliffe was taken;

as alfo the Jacobines Church, which the French had fortilied,

and ten Pieces of Cannon.

About 2 in the Afternoon, they took a Platform, where

the French had planted three Pieces of Cannon, and a Re-
doubt with one.

At Night, 400 Men, and the Regiment of Marines, at-

tacked the Jacobine Plantation, and tlie Breafr-Work along

the Jacobines River ; which was the ilrongelt and moft ad-

vantageous of any the French had in the Wejhlndies^ yet

they quitted it after theJEngliJh had fired but two Volleys of
Small-Shot at them.

The next Day the General marched without any other Op-
pofition, than that of the Enemies Cannon playing upon him,

and poflefTed himfelf of the great Town, called Bajfeterre,

where the Englijh flayed about a Week, fending out Parties

to burn and deftroy the Inhabitants Houfes, Works, Sugar

Canes, and Provifions. They laid Siege to the Fort and

Caftle of Ba/feterrsy and advanced within Pillol-Shot of the

Fort, and within Musket-Shot of the Caille, having 16

Pieces of Cannon mounted for Battery : Into thefe Forts,

and another called the Dadaw Peck^ the Inhabitants retired

with their Families and beft Effeds, leaving all the open

Country at the Mercy of the Englijh^ who had been taughc

by the French to fhew little enough on fuch Occafions.

But all thefe Succeffes were rendered fruitlefs by fome un-

happy Differences among the Cominanders, and fomething

muft be imputed to the vigorous Defence of the French, and

theSicknefs of the Englifh Soldiers, which obliged the Ge-
neral to reimbark his Men, after they were fo oear making

a Conquefl of this IfTand,

In the Year 1704, Sir WiU'iam Matthews vj2iS made Go-
vernor of the Leeward- IJlandsJ who dying foon af;er. Col.

Park of Virginia, who brought the Queen the glorious

News of the Vidtory the Duke of Marlborough obtained

oyer the French at Hichji^t^ and was his Aid dn Camp-, had
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the Government of thefe Iflands conferred on him. He ar-

rived at Aniego the 14th of July^ 1 7o($, and made this the

Place of his Refidence : Nevis had been deftroyed by the

French fome Months^before. St. Chrijiopher's had alfo fuf-

fered extremely by an Invafion, but Antego yR2LS not attempted

by them.

About the Time that Colonel Park arrived, an Irijh Vefifel

from Belfajij having on Board nine Men and fix Boys, was

attacked in Sight of this Ifle by an open Sloop with 50 French

Men aboard, and made fo good a Defence, that 40 of the

Enemy were wounded, and the Sloop was taken and brought

into Antego.

In the following Year, 1707, there happened the moft

terrible Hurricane or Turnado, that ever was known in thefe

Iflands. It damaged them all, but Nevis and Antego more

than the refl. It blew down Houfes, Works, Trees, tore

up Plants, Sugar Canes, and made almoft a general Deftruc-

tion; which fell the heavier, becaufe the Inhabitants had had

fo many LoflTes by the Enemy in their Trade otherwife, that

they could ill undergo it : But this Blow coming from Pro-

vidence, ought to be born more patiently by them all.

We will here infert a Lift of the Officers, Civil and Mili-

tary, as they flood at that Time.

Governor and Captain General of all the Leeward-IJIands^

Daniel Parky Efqj

Lieutenant Governor of Antego, John Yeamans, Efq;

Edward Byam, Efq; Prefident of the Council,

Col. yehn Hamilton,

Col. Rowland Williams

,

Col. William Thomas,

Col. George Gambell, |>' Counfellors.

Col. Lucy Blackmore,

Major Henry Lyons,

Major Tho7nas Morris,

We have feen another Lift of the Counfellors, wherein the

following were added.

Chri/lopher Codrtngtoti, Efq;

Charles Mathew, Efq-

William Codrington, Efqj

Barry Tankard, Efq;

Lawrence Crab, Elqj
,

Chief
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Chief Juftice, Samuel IFatkins^ Efqj

Secretary, Rhodes^ Efq;

Judge of the Admiralty, George GambeU^ Efq;

Commiflioner of the Cuftoms, Edward Pirry^ Efq;

Colledtor of the Cuftoms, Richard Buckeridgej Eiqj

Colonel of the Regiment of Foot, Col. Edward Byam]
Colonel of the Regiment of Horfe, Col. Lucy Blackmore,

Minifters of the 3 Pariflies fupplied with Incumbents,

Mr, Jatnes Field, Mr. John Buxton, Mr. John PoweL
CommiflTary of the Biflrop of London for all the Leeward

IJIandiy the Rev. Mr. James Field.

Sir William Matthews late Captain General and Com-
mander in Chief of the Leeward-Ijlands, was a Gentleman of
fo courteous and equal a Temper, of fo much Honour and
Prudence, that Col. Park his Succeffbr in that Station,

came to his Government with great Difadvantage in Charac-

ter, Park being imperious, arrogant, rafli and vicious, and
foon giving Proofs in every Kind of thefe ill Qualities, he
became odious to the moft fober and moft interefted Per-

fons of this Ifland, where he made his Refidence.

I avoid entering into the Detail of his Life and Adtions,

before he had this Government ; the Subject is not very a-

greeable, fuch as it is, it may be found in the Political State^

for Jpril 17 10, p. 242. 'Tis true, the Writer fays after-

wards his Account is erroneous, and I muft needs own great

Caution ftiould be ufed by fuch as have Occalion to take any
Thing out of his Colledtion ; however, in this Cafe fbme of
the Fads he mentions relating to Col. Park, have come to

my Knowledge by other Means, and I can perceive by his

referring this Matter entirely to the Board of Trade, and the

Queen and Council, what Influence he was under when he
mortified himfelf fo far, as to own what he found was full

of Error. I fliall therefore avoid following him, and have
Recourfe to other Memoirs for Governor Park's unhappy
Adminiftration and tragical E?jd.

The Government of Antego before Col. Park arrived,

was in the Hands of the Lieutenant Governor and Council,

who were

John Teamans, Efq, Prefident.

John Hamilton, Efq; To thefe were added,

Edward Byam, Efqj

Henry Lyon, Efq; Thomas Morris, Efq;

George Gambell, Efq; Richard Oliver, Efq;

JVilliam Codrington, Elq; Herbert Pember, Ei'q;

The
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The latter came with him to Antego^ and was made Attor-

ney General, which gave not fo much Offence as his making

a private Man of the Regiment of Foot ftationed in the

Leeward-IJJands^ Provoft Marfhal, a Place of as great Profit

and Truft as any in the Government, and that without giving

Security as the Law of Antego requires. But one can hardly

believe what the Inhabitants alledged againft him on this Oc-
cafion, in the Beginning of his Adminiftration, that this

Provoji Marjhal executed all his Commands without Referve^

and that Col. Park frequently declared, he would fuffer no

Provoft Marfhal to aSl^ who would not at all Tirnes impannel

fuch Juries as he fhould dire£i. This being an Article of

Complaint againft him, he anfwercd by infifting on the Qua-
lity of a Foot Soldier as a Gentleman^ and that as he never

directed any Thing but what was Law, his fo faying could

not be exceptionable. I fhall fay no more of the Articles

againft him, nor his Anfwer to them, but refer to his Hif-

tory written by Mr. George French^ who hazarded his Life in

Defence of him, when his Adverfaries proceeded to Ex-
tremities, but fliall content myfelf with obferving, that

his Behaviour feems to be very ralli and dangerous, in fetting

the greateft Men in the Ifland againft him, almoft as foon as

he came among them there, as Col. Chrijiopher Codrington^

who had the greateft landed Intereft, and Mr. Edward

.

Chejier, who had the greateft trading Intereft in the Ifland.

Col. Ccdrington^ is that Gentleman Cvnmoner of Oxford^

who compofed and pronounced an elegant and fpirited Latin

Oration to our Deliverer King William at his coming to that

Univerfity. He is the Gentleman to whom Creech dedicated

his learned Edition of Lucretius in an Epiftle, wherein this

Gentleman's Merit has all the Juftice done it that could be

expedled from fo mafterly a Pen. This is the Gentleman

who gained fo much Glory by his Valour at the Siege of

Namur, that his Majefty rewarded him on the Spot with a

principal Command in his Guards, at the fame Time and in

the fame Poft with the Lord Havcrjham^ and the late Lord
Wind/or. Col. Codringtofi is the fame Gentleman who wrote

thefe gallant and harmonious Verfes to Sir Samuel Garth

before his Difpenjary, of which I cannot forbear repeating

this Triplet.

I read thee ever with a Lover*s Eye^

Thou hoji no Faults or I no Faults can fpye^

Thou art all Beauty, or all Blindnejs 1,

This



^ke Hiflory of Antego. 207

This Col. Codrington is the Gentleman, whofe Father was

Captain General and Commander in Chief of the Leeward

IJIands, who was himfelf Chief Governor and Commander of
the faid Iflands • in which and Barbados^ he had an Intercft

valued at loooo l.per Ann. This is the Gentleman Vv'ho by

his Will left above 30000 /. for promoting Religion and

Learning : In fine, this is the Gentleman whom Col. Park
took the Liberty to vilify and to treat with fo much Infolence,

that, as his own Hillorian confeiTes, he retired to Barbados to

avoid the like ill Treatment by the Abufe of Park's delegated

Power ; tho' the faid Park faid himfelf, that Col. Codrington

intended to make him either one of his ExecuLors, or give

him a good Legacy. As to Mr. Edward Chejfer^ he was the

Royal African Company's Fador, and the moft confiderabie

Merchant in Antego.

It happened that this Mr. Chejler refenting fome provok-

ing Words of one Sawyer of Virginia, about fliipping fome
Goods, flung a Tankard of Punch, or Punch Tankard at

him, which bruiled his Head a little, and the Man dying of
a Difeafe foon after. Governor Park endeavoured to have

Che/ier found guilty of Murder, but the Coroner's Inqueft

brought in a Verdid of natural Death, for which the De-
puty A4arflial that impannelled the Inqueft: fell under his Dil-

pleafure: Sawyer was a Virgiitian, Col. Park's Countryman,
which no Doubt was not forgotten, in the Care he took to

have his Death fo curioufly fifted ; but if the Antego Author
who wrote againft Frenchh Hiflory is not mifl-aken, the Go-
vernor afterv.'ards took a more pleafant Kind of Revenge,
Pag. 6. in this Queftion, What Englifh Subject bef.des Col.

Park, that had a larger or more diftant Command^ durji have

carried away a Gentleman^s Wife, and that before the Face of
her Hiijhand^ and kept her as his Mijlrefs. The Anfwer to

this being only a flat Negative, is not ftrong enough . to difpel

any Sufpicions that are raifed by ftrong circumftantial Evi-

dences : However, I fhall have done with it, it having more
Relation to Col. Park's Perfon than his Office, in which
chiefly confiiled his Relation to the Iflandof Antego \ or this

particular Article of Chefier's Wife, might be not a little con-
firmed by a general Charge, in the Anfwer to his Hiftory

written by French, wherein the Anfwerer, fpeaking of his

Commerce with the Antego Mens Wives and Daughters, fays.

He took Care to peopl: the Ifand with them. Now there ne-

ver was fuch Charge brought againft a Wife and virtuous Go-
vernor, fince Government was eftabliflied ; and therefore I

mull: think Col. Park's Hiftorian does not tread on fure

Ground, where he fays in his Anfwer to the Antego Writer

Pog.
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Pag. 37. The Lords of Trade gave him the CharaStcr of thi

heji Governor the ^ueen had^ or perhaps Jhould have during

her Reign. But as I am under no Temptation ro compHnienc

or vilify the Charadler of Col. Parky I fhall reprefent Things

in their natural Light only.

At his firft coming the Aflembly voted him 1000/. a Year
for Houfe Rent, but the good Intelligence between him and

them lafted not long, and it is very plain, that his afFcvSting

rather a Sovereignty than a Superiority over them, was the

chief Occafion of the Difguft his Government foon gave -

them : He had not been in it much above a Year, before the

chief Inha'niants began to cabal againft him, and prepare

Articles of Impeachment to be tranfmitted to England.

Whoever reads his own Hiftorian's Lift of Names of thofe

that entered into this Party, and knows any Thing of Antego^

will be convinced, that Men of their Charadter and In-

tereft, would not hazard the Peace and Profperity of their

Country by a Contention with their Governor, unlefs they

had been driven into it by the Violence and Injuftice of his

Adminiftration, not fufficient however to juftify Violence and

Injuftice in themfelves. They drew up above thirty Articles

to be delivered to her Majefty and Council, with a Petition

thereto figned by fourfcore of the principal Inhabitants of

J^ntego^ as Governor Park's Hiftorian confeffes, and that

the Complainants were the major Part of the Iflanders. I refer

to his Hiftorian French^ as well for their Articles as for his

Anfwers, and (hall abridge what feems to roe the moft ma-
terial. ' That he gave out foon after his coming to his Go-
* vernment. Let him do what he wouldy he JJ^ould be proteSfed

* andfupported by the Lord Godolphin, Lord Treafurer, and
' the Dutchefs of Marlborough.' This would be very foolifli

as well as very impudent, were it true ; for befides that the

Dutchefs of Marlborough was then not fo high in the Queen's

Favour, as when (he lived with her at Sion and Berkeley

Houfe, in a Strangenefs with her Royal Brother and Sifter

King iVilliam and Queen Mary, it was not decent for a

Governor and Captain General to declare himfelf to be un-

der the Protedion of a Court Lady; but Raflinefs often pro-

duces the moft unguarded Expreffions.

That by Methods unheard of and abhorred in Law, the

Words of the Petitioners, with whom joined alfo their Cor-
refpondents the Sugar Merchants in London^ he endeavoured

to have taken away the Ifland of Barbuda from Col. Cod-

rington firft, and afterwards from his Heir the late Sir William

Codrington^ then one of the beft interefted Planters in our

Sugar Iflands j tho' C9I. Chrijiophir Codringtrn's Father and

Uncle
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Uncle had been in Pofleilion of ic near 30 Years, by fevefal

Patents, and been at a vaft Expence in peopling and planting

it. In Excafe iox this Extravagance he urged, that it was ia

his Inflrudions lb ro do : Whoever gave him thofe Inflrudti-

ons muft do it without fufficiently acquainting themfelves

with Col. Codringtonh Right to that Propriety, tho' the very

Pofleilion and maintaining it at fo great Charge, was a
Right that Reafon and JulHce fufficiently guarded againft any
Claim by an Infertion, with other Charibbee I/lands^ in the Go-
vernor's Commiffion To claim any Place as one's own
becaufe \vq have called it ours, feems too whimfical ; unlefs

one has been at the Expence and Trouble of poflefling it.

However, the Codringtons Grants muft needs have been
known by thofe that would have brought their Right into

Litigation, and then their Care for the Intereft of the Crown
got the better of their Care for the Property of the Subjedt

;

a Dilemma that very often happens, when Perfons imagine

they greaten or ftrengthen their private Interefts, by affecting

a Zeal for thofe of the Publick j the late Sir William Cod-
rington being peremptorily required by Governor Park to

make out his Title to the Pofleflion of his Family, unquef-

tioned and apparent as it was to all the People in every one
of our Sugar Colonies among the Charibbees.

The Governor thought it proper to make the Council

liable to as much Cenfure as himfelf, and Col. Codringion

refufing to give any Account to him of his Title, which was

fo well known to all the World, the Governor confulted

his Council, who advifed him to proceed no farther in the

Matter, as he himfelf owns, by publilliing the Anfwer of

that Council to this and other Articles againft him. But his

Acrimony againft Sir William Codrington was fo exceflive, that

he forbore not to treat him at feveral Times with the un-

handfom Terms of Wretch^ infamous^ villainous^ and impii' French p-

dent. Be Codrington what he will as to his Morals, Park's 354> e^-"^'

certainly were not purer; and this Language to a Gentleman
of that Diftindion and Fortune fhews the Tendency of the

Man to Paflion and Infolence, very ill Requifites in the

Formation of the be/} Governor in the Britijh World, as his

Hiftorian fays he was thought, and faid to be by his Su-
periors at Home.
The Complainants fay he altered the Method of eledling

Members of the Jffemhly^ with a View to keep out Edward
Perry, Efq; Surveyor of the Cuftoms. This was fworn by
Edward Kerby, Efq; Secretary of the Ifland.

He entered the Houfe? of Mr. Edward Chejler before-

mentioned with an armed Force, and ieized feveral Gentle-

V Vol. n. P men
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men there met for good Fellov/fhip, on a Sufpicion that they

might be conferring about their Proceedings againft him :

Thefe he fent to Jail, tho' fome of the principal Men of the

Ifland. He fent his Provojl MarJJml to the Houfe of Barry

Tankard, Efq; 8 Miles from St. John's : The Marlhal's

Officers and Followers entered in the Night Time with

Files of Musketeers, to apprehend the faid Mr. Tankard, and

hawl him to Prifon for a Breach of good Behaviour, as him-

felf adjudged it. The Ruffians broke into Mrs. Tankard's

Bed-chamberSwordin Hand, which fo frightened her, that

it endangered her Life.

The Complainants % farther, he called no Affembly in

eleven Months, and forbad the Lieutenant Governor to call

one at a Time when the French threatened an Invafion. He
frequently inlinuated in Difcourfe, that it was ufual for Go-
vernors in other Colonies, to be prefented with vaft Sums
to pafs beneficial Laws. That it was become dangerous for

the Inhabitants of the Town of St. John's to go abroad

about their Bufinefs, for Fear of being infulted : That he

was wont to ftroll about the Streets in the Night privately

armed, liftening and Eves dropping, being jealous of the

People's Diflatisfadion with his Management.

I have not touched on a Quarter Part of the Articles a*

gainft him, the Articles and Anfwers being at large in his

Hiftory: But as his Anfwers turn chiefly on the Extent of

his Prerogative, which he fandifies with the Name of the

^een's, and the Confent of the Council, as rhuch under his

Influence, as Perfons generally are under that of thofe on whom
they depend, I Ihall not enter into the Pro or the Con of

this Conteft.

The Complainants have doubtlefs exaggerated the Fads in

the Articles againft him, but it was not likely that a wife and

equal Adminillration would have produced fuch a general

AverGon to his Government, that in a few Months Time
they were fo exafperated againft him as to attempt his Life

;

for as he rode in the Highway near Mr. Ofio Byar's Planta-

tion, he was fliot at by Sandy a Negro of that Planter's, out

of a Piece of Canes, and grievoufly, though not mortally

wounded, and himfelf charged Mr. Jacob Morgan one of
the Affembly and others, as he fays, of that Body, with hiring

a Soldier to (hoot him. Barry Tankard, Efq; a Friend

of Mr. Codrington, fent him a Challenge to fight him for

fome infufFerable Provocation, but his Dignity forbad him to

defcend to fuch Inequality,and to match his Excellency with the

Rank of a Gentleman only. Thefe and many fuch Inftances

of the Peril his Conduct had brought him into, he defied,

5 thinking
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thinking himfelf fecure from all Violence, by the Commif-
mifion he brought from England. He was armed^ fays his

Hiftorian, with the ^ueetis Commijfion^ and cloathed with

the Royal Authrity, which had he ufed for the Good of her

Subjeds ought to have made his Perfon facred, and in fuch

Cafe ic would have been fo thought j and tho' he behaved

otherwife, as is well known to all that knew the Truth of
the Fad, yet the killing him is lefs juftifiable than the Meafures
he took to deferve it, as was too often faid by the moft con-

fiderable Men in the Country, who had no Concern in the

Adion wherein he was killed. But as no Man can deferve

Death who is not fb adjudged by Law, the tragical End qI

Col. Park remains among thofe Events that were neceiTary

in the Intention, but criminal in the Execution. The get-

ting him removed by all fair and legal Means was neceffary,

but the killing him was criminal, tho' attended with fuch

Circumftances, that the Queen thought fit to prevent the

ipiliing of more Blood, by a Pardon for thofe that fpilt this;

'Tis impoflible to bring a tenth Part of the Matter con-

tained in three or four Volumes, publifhed on one ^\^z

and the other, on the Subjed of Col. Park's Condud,
within the Compafs of ray Work. Therefore I muft onlj;

obferve, that bis Adminiftration was fo intolerable to the

richer and greater Part of the Inhabitants of Antego^ that in

little more than a Year, they refolved to fend an Agent to

England^ on Purpofe to fet forth their Grievances in the faid

Park's Government and procure Redrefs. They alfo wrote

to Richard Cary^ Efq; Merchant in London^ their ftated A-
gent, to be affifting to their Sollicitor Mr. William Nevin^

and to enable Ncvin t% make the Voyage and negotiate this

Affair, a large Sum of Money was raifed to defray his

Expence, by the Party who ligned the Articles and Petition

againft Governor Park, who knew well what was doing j

and yet, even by the Account of his own Hiftorian, abated

nothing of his arbitrary overbearing Behaviour towards the

Affembly and the Party that adhered to them, which he knew
to be the moft fubllantial Intereft in the liland; and as if his

Authority was really originally royal^ always interpofed his

Delegation as the Sovereignty itfelf He encroached on tha

moft valuable Branches of the AiTembly's Privileges, and

awed that Body the Reprefentatives of the People with the

Army, fuch as it was then in Antego^ which probably was die

Occafion that his Hiftorian tells us, Mr. Perry Surveyor of

the Cuftoms remembered the Governor of Charks the Ift's

Goveroment, and the Cataftrophe that followed it.

P 2 The
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The Indifcretion of Col. Park, as well as the Impetuofity

of his natural Temper, are apparent in his expofing the Ho-
nour of the Crown, by fetting himfelf up againft the whole
Ifland he was fentto govern j not to flatter his Pride and
Vanity, by clothing himfelf on all Occafions with the Au-
thority Royal: His Hiftorian is fo frank as to name the chief

Perfons which his haughty and irregular Condudl: provoked to

be on their Guard againft it, by inciting the main Body of

the People in Defence of their Liberties and Privileges, as

Col. Chrijiopher Codrington, late General.

Barry Tankard, Efq;
*

tFilliam Thomas, Efq;

Ediuard Perry, Efq^

Rev. Mr. James Field.

Samuel IVatkins, E{q; Chief Juftice.

Nathaniel Crump, Efqj Speaker of the Affembly.

Dr. Daniel Mackennen.

The whole Aflembly, one only excepted.

William Hamilton Efqj

yohn Gamble, Efq;

Capt. "John Pigott.

' Capt. John Painter.

Thomas Williams, Efqj

Aril. Cochran, Efq;

Mr. Jacob Morgan.
Mr. Edw. Chejier, Merchant.

Mr. tFilliam Glanville.

Francis Carlijle, Efq;

Mr. John Tomlinfon.

Mr. IJaac Horfefoot.

Mr. Samuel Philips.

Mr. John Frye.

Mr. John Kerr.

Mr. ffilllam Pearn^

Mr. John Elliot.

Mr. James Baxter.

Mr. Samuel Frye.

Principal Planters and Merchants.

John Otto Byar, Efqj

Thomas Kerhy, Efqj

Mr. Thomas Trant.

Mr. John Burton.

Mr. William Osborn,

Mr. Baptijl Looby.

Mr. John King.

Mr. Jofeph Adams.

Mr. Richard Smith.

Mr. Bartholomew Sanderfon.

Mr. RichardSheerwosd.

Mr. Charles Dunbar.

Mr. William Fenton.

Mr. Mark Monk.
Mr. John Englefield.

Mr. SamuelMeares,

Mr. Ob. Bradjhaiu.

Mr. John Codner.

Mr. Edward Home.
Mr. William Grantham.

Mv.AmbrofeTork.

Thefe



The Hijiory of AuXtgo. 2ij

Thefe and a Hundred more fuch Names the Hiflorian

prints, to be revenged of them for their oppofing Colonel
Park^ in whofe Defence he fought ftoutly and received

fome Wounds in the Adlion, which thro' all his Book
he calls a Rebellion. If that Writer had had the Judg-
ment, Experience and Talent of Jeremiah Dummer^ Efq-

late Agent for New-England^ he would have forborn much
of his Bitternefs both in Thought and Expreffion. Mr.
Dummer in a Difcourfe, addrefifed to the Lord Carteret then

Secretary of State, fpeaking of ill Governors fays, Ifuppofe
with RefpeSi to Mr. Park'j Fury and Fate^ other Governors,

havefallen ViSiims on the Spot, not to the Fury of a Faition

or a Rabble, hut to the Refentment of the ivhole Body of the

People riftng as one Man to revenge their Wrongs. Mr, Dum~
7ner's Difcourfe of ill Governor's will be better relifhed in

our American Colonies than at Home, and being of very

great Importance to all Perfons therein concerned, I Ihall

give it Verbatim.
' It is a general received Opinion, that the People in the

Plantation have an Intereft diftin6t from that of the Crown,
when it is fuppofed at the fame Time, that the Intereft of
the Governors.) they being the King's Reprefentaiives^ is one
with the Crown, and from thefe PremifTes it is concluded,

there can't be too much Power given to the Governors, or

too little to the People : Whereas, with humble SubmiGion,
I conceive this to be a very wrong Judgment, and that

the Reverfe of it is true. The only Intereft of the People
is to thrive and flourifh in their Trade, which is the true

Intereft of the Crown and Nation, becaufe they reap the

Profit of it. When on the other Hand, the View that

Governors generally have is private Gain, which being too

often acquired by difcouraging and opprefling Trade, it is

not only an Intereft diftin6t from that of the Croiun, but

extremely prejudicial to it. The proper Nurfery for that

Plant is a free Government, where the Laws are facred,

Property fecure, and Juftice not only impartially but ex-

peditioufly adminiftered.' Ihis willferve at Home as well

as Abroad.
' That Governors are apt to abufe their Power, and grow

* rich by OpprefiTion, Experience fhews us. We have feen

< not many Years fince, fome Governors feized by their in-

< jured People and fent to England
-.^
others have fallen Vic-

< tims, yc. as before. Indeed it can hardly be expedled but

e thefe Corruptions muft happen, when one confiders that few

( Governors will crofs the Seas for a Government, whole Cir-

I cumftanccs are not a little ftreighc at Home, and that they

" ' ' Y X ' know
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* Jcnow by how light and uncertain a Tenure they hold their

' Commiffions, from whence they wifely conclude, that no
* Time is to be loft, ^r.' And as Luft of Power often puts

them upon Ads of OppreiTion as well as that of Lucre, the

latter feems to be the Rock on which Governor Park fplit.

Col. Park in his Anfwer to the Articles againft him, and

his Hiftorian every where in his Apology for him, fcreen all

his Adions with the Royal Prerogative, of which they fup-

pofe him to have been in as full PofTeffion as Queen Anne her-

felf. This is the grand Air he gave himfelf on all Occafions ;

to oppofe him by Complaint was Sedition^ and by Refiftance

Rebcliian ; for which his Hiftorian would have had the beft

Men in the Country hanged j and Mr. Douglas^ who came to

this Government after him, when he found the Inhabitants

preferred Mr. HamiUon to him in their AfFeflion and Efteem,

talked of RebdUon^ Rileh and the Gallows, as Col. Park
and his Adherenrs had done, a Way of thinking and fpeaking

equally Jnfolent and im politick, li\\c Autborily Royal^ 'VcA'C^^

Prerogative of the Croivn, are guarded in France from all

Approach, as was the San£fum SanSiorum of the Jews ; but

fo great is that defpotick Government's Care of their Colo-
nies, on which their Commerce fo much depends, that they

will not fuffer their Governors to infult and opprels their

Fellow Subjeds, under the Pretence of the Prerogative of
the Crown or the Royal Authority^ as will plainly appear by the

following Hi/lory.

About the Time of Mr. Park's being made General of

the Leeward Ijlands^ Monfieur Philippeau'x^ a Minifter him-
fell\, or nearly related to a great Miniller in France^ was Ge-
neral of Martinique and the French Sugar Illsnds ^ and being

in Difgrace at Home, fo highly refented his being fen: to the

Chariibeesy tho' as Genera!, that he took it for a Sort of
Banifhment, and formed a Projcd to caft off the Depen-
dency of thefe Iflands on the Crown of France^ and to ered
a Republican Goveriimcnt on the Plan of that of Venice,

the worft he could have pitched upon. He had prepared the

chief Inhabitants for it ; but his Death, which happ?:ied not
without fome Sufpicion of foul Play from aPhyfician fcntfrom
France^ prevented it : This Project was faid to be found among
his Papers, and my Author pretends to have feen the Heads of
it. He had not been dead long before the Inhabitants of
Martinique broke out into open Rebellion, feiz,ed on their

General and Iniendant, and by Force fent them both to
France. See the reft in the Words of my Author, ' Yet
' the Court thought proper to oveiiook it with as good a

I Countenance as it could, for the' it declared them Rebels,

' and
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' and obtained Orders from the Brltijh Court and others not
' to relieve or affift them,' yet their Punifliment was winked
at. The killing Mr. Park was a horrid Crime, but 'tis plain '

he tempted his Fate, by daring the Power of a Number of
defperate Men, who were determined to do by him as the

French had done by the Governor of Martinique^ and fend

him Home by Force fince he would not go without it : But
the Endeavour of Mr. Douglas and others to have the Chief

Juftice Watkins and Dr. Mackennen^ a Member of the

Council, hanged for Rebellion againft Mr. Park^ fliews they

were to learn Juftice, Politicks, and Moderation, even of

their Neighbours the French.

This cannot juftly be termed a Digreffion, fince it has {o

near Relation to the Tragedy that v/as a<5ted at Antego in the

Death of the Governor.

I find all his Exorbitancies were much extenuated by his

great Pretences to Zeal for his delegated Prerogati'oe^ and re-

fufing the Ajfemhly their old Cuftom, to have all their Adls
figned by their Speaker after the Governor had figned them, (

which Mr. Park called a Negative Voice ; and tho' this

feeming to be afFedted only, to difguife his own obftlnate

imperious Humour, with a Pretence of his Concern for the

Rights of the Crown
;

yet he and his Creatures from thence

took Occafion to call all that thought otherwife faSfious, and
even rebellious.

Having mentioned the Perfons that compofed the Council^

I fhall here infert the then Affembly of Antego.

Rich. Oliver^ Efq; Speaker. John Brett, Efq;

William Grear, Efq; "Jeremiah Blizard, Efqj

yohn Payntery E(q; PFtl/iam Thomas, Efq;

William Peara, Efq; Edward Perry., Efq;

William Byam-, Efq; Francis Rogers, Efq;

Bapiji Looby, Efq; Samuel Philips, Efq;

There could not be many Alterations in this Lift afterwards,

confidering that during Col. Park's fhort Government, he for

near a Year of it had no AfTembly ; the Truth is, that the Un-
eafinefs the People were in on Account of their Difguft with

his Government, hindered a due Application to the Difpatch

of all publick Affairs; Jealoufie, and Difturbances were every

where prevalent, the Country Party were perpetually com-
plaining of the Governor's browbeating, infulting and me-
nacing ; the latter conceived Hopes by the Dilatorinefs of Mr.

Nevin's Negotiation, andgave out that the Governor v/ould be

too hard in England for all his Opponents 5 but they were mif-

P 4 taken.
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taken, for Mr. Nevin returned, and brought the Qpecn's

Letter, directing that the Witneflcs fhould be examined, to

prove the Allegations in the Articles againft Mr. Park, and

his Anfwers to them. The Complainants not doubting of
their making good their Complaints by Evidence, rejoiced

. extremely at Nevtn's Succefs in England^ and the People

grew fo mutinous upon it, that the Governor did not think

fit to appear at the examining his WitneiTes, for Fear of the

EfFe6ls of their Animofity and Refentment : Yet he in no-

thing condefcended to bring them into a better Temper, the

Royal Prerogative of which he was fo chary, that he would

not fufFer the Aflembly to breath upon it, was in all his

Speeches and Writings, and juftified in his Senfe of it the

worft Things laid to his Charge. There was no Exception

to the Behaviour of the Complainants as to Loyalty and Af-

feftion to her Majefty's Perfon and Government, except

what relates to the rafh and imperious Behaviour of this Go-
vernor, and her Majefty's re-calling him is a Proof of her

difapproving it. The Depofitions concerning the Articles

and Anfwers were fworn before Edward Byam, Efq^ one of

the Council, 2Sid Nathaniel Crumps Efqj Speaker of the AC-

fembly of Antego, and were ordered to be fealed with the

Broad Seal of the Jfland, and tranfmitted to England at the

f^meTinie^ but ibme Difficulty arifing on the Governor's

Part, he refufed to feal the Affidavits to the Complainants,

Articles, alledging his own were not ready, occafioned by

the Delay of the Juftices that took the Affidavits. So thg

Complainants fealed them with great Care and Formality

with another Seal, and gave them to their Agent to carry to

England. But the Governor miffing the Opportunity of

returning thither by the Ship that then offered for his Con-
veyance, and they miurufting he intended not to remove as

he was directed, it made them defperate, and they looked

upon him as a Governor per Force^ and not regularly poirefs'4

of her Majefty's Commiffion, by his keeping it, and ftaying

upon the Illand after his being re-called, or to ufe his own
Hiftorian's Phrafe, direSied to come by the firjl Man of War
boundfrotn Antego to England. This Management could not
but alarm and irritate the Inhabitants, and in that Difpofition,

they doubdefs put the worft Conftrudion on every Thing hq
did orfaid. He was fenfible of the Danger he was in, but

the Pride of his Heart could not fubmit to healing and pa-

cifick Counfels. A fmall Portion of Difcrction and Mode-
ration would have induced him to have temporized with the

People's Impatience, and have treated their Diftemper rather

with Lenitives than inflammatories i fo he continued in th^

, .-.li.i , .
delightful
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delightful Exercife of Ads of Power, till the Inhabitants

looking upon him as a Kind of Ufurper^ by flaying with them
after he was ordered Home, they refolved to compel him to

obey thefe Orders, or to quit the Government.

He dillblved the AfTembly, but they continued fitting, in

an Opinion that the Governor being re-called, his Proceed-

ings were invalid, and it was their Duty to take Care of the

Safety and Peace of the llland, when it was threatened witii

a French Invafion ; upon which the Governor thought con-
venient to authorife their Meeting by a new Summons, or
fummoning a new Aflembly of the iame Perfons, who came
together with the fame Difpohtions and Refcnrmenrs as when
he parted with them j and he knew very well that they would
infift on their Speaker's iigning all Bills which they fliould

pafs, as had been the Cuftom, to iliew their AiTent to them,

as the Governor's figning fignified the Affentof himfelf and
Council, or atleafl his own Affent including alfo the Council.

This he called the negative Voicc^ the Authority Royal^ the

Prop and Pillar of all French Laws, the Rights of the Britiili

Crown, which the AfTembly had no more Inclination than

they had Power to infringe. Hoping to make a Merit of his

gratifying his Luft of Power by a Zeal for that of the Sove-

reign, he not only declared his Refolution to perfift in refu-

ling them that Privilege, but alfo that of appointing their

own Clerk. He and his Council being met in the Court'

Houfe at St. JohnSy the Affembly went thither attended by
a Number of Townfmen and Planters, which his Hiftoriaa

terms an wiruiy Mob^ and fome high Words pali between
them j upon which one Worthington a Lieutenant of the re-

gular Troops then in Garrifon there, haftened to the Guard-
Houfe, and fetched a Party of Grenadiers led by a Serjeant

which he brought to the Court- Honfe. The Ajfcmbly terri-

fied by the Appearance of the Soldiers, left the Place and ad-

journed themfelves. This Innovation could not but if ill more
provoke and even enrage the People, who faw their Laws
and Liberties were trampled under I'oot, and the Army, as

phey phrafed it, were made Ufe of to awe the Reprefentatives.

The Members of the Affembly in this Alarm gave Notice to

their Eledors of the Peril they thought themfelves in. Let
me now copy Governor Park's Hilforian, * That Night
* and the next Day was fpent in fummoning the Inhabitants
' in Col. Edward Byam\ Name, to come armed to Town
* the Thwfday following to proted their Reprefentativej;
* but whether Col. Bya?n iffued out fuch a Summons or no,
* he can beft tellj but 'tis certain he was acquainted there-

V with, and never contradidtedit- and when they were af-

•
^

.

' fcmblcd
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^ fembletl together at St. John\ never once offered to tin-

' deceive them, or defired them to difperfe, though it is very
* probable that be whofe Name had Influence enough to
* bring them together, might eafily perfuade them to de-
' part.' Park's Hiflorw.n charges Colonel Chrijippher Cod-

rington with being the firft that (pirited the People againft

him, and be owns Mr. Codringicn to be pofleflTed of a

greater Intereft in the Ifland than \ ©o others of the moft

leading Planters • and here he infinua^es at leaft a Charge

againft Colonel Byam^ the moft difcreet and popular Man
• in the Leevoard-Ijlands, with countenanceing of the Infur-

Te6tions which proved fo fatal to his Party. Let the

Reader judge whether it is likely that this Governor fliould

be the hejl in all the Britijh Colonies, whofe Government
provoked tVv'o Men of the beft Heads and beft Fortunes in

the Britijh America^ to come to fuch Extremity againft him.

i am not ignorant that fome Years after Mr. Codrifigton's

good Head was difordered, but I have not heard it fo was

when Mr. Park came firft to Antego. The Hiftorian owns
the Affemb'y gave out that the GeneraFs Life was not at alt

itimed at, that they dejigfied to take him Prifoner^ and fend

him off the Ifland.

On Tharfday the yth of December, 1710. early in the

Morning, three or four hundred Men appeared armed in the

Town of St. fohrii^ where Colonel P^rijiad been making

Provition for kefiftance if they offered to attack him. He
got ail the Soldiers that were in the Town to his Houfe un-»-

^er Caprain Nevin, Lieucenant Worthington.^ and Enfignt

Lynden. He had alfo there v;ith them Mr. Pember, whom
he had made Attorney-General; Mr. Galeivood.^ whom he

bad made a Juftice of Peace, Mr. Aysn^ whom he had made
Provoft Marflial, both obnoxious to the Inhabitants : Mr.
French, Author of this Hiftory, who could not think much
to hazard his Reputation for him after he hazarded his Life ;

Mr. Roferigrave and three others, whom Mr. French calls

Gentlemen. He fent Mr. Ayon with a Proclamation to be

xead to the People to difperfe immediately, it was eafy to

forefee that luch a Proclamation was IV^Jh- Paper. ' Ayon

was not very civilly ufed by them, they let him know their

Strength, then about 500 Men well armed, that they did

not value the Governor's Army, and were refolved to feize

him, and fend him Prifoner off the Ifland. However to

prevent the EfFufion of Blood, they fent their Demands to

hirn by Nathaniel Cramp, Efq; Speaker of the 'AfTembly,

and George Gamble, Efqj one of the Council, T'hat hejhould

difcbarge hii Guards and quit the Governmmt. His Anfwer
was/
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was, TJjat neither Threats nor Death Jhould make him do it •

his alledging that the Queen had intrujied him with it was
very unleafonable, becaufe that Truft was vacated by his

being ordered Home j and though while he ftayed on the

Ifland for want of Opportunity to fhip himfelf for England^.

he was ftill lawful Governor and in very great Truft
j

yet be

did not feem to be in that Situation after he had negleded an
Opportunity that offered for him to obey the Orders he had
to return. He bid the Affembly fit at Parham^ feven Miles

from St. John's^ if they were afraid of the Soldiers, and
faid he would pafs what Laws they made for the publick

Good, as alfo that he would difmifs his Soldiers if fix of the

principal Inhabitants would remain with him as Hoftages,

Mr. Gamble^ and Mr. Crump, offered to be two of the

Hoftages, and faid they would endeavour to fetch four more,
for the Governor's Propofal feemed to them preferable to

Hoffilities, as it did to many of the People there in Arms,
who laid them down ; but the much greater Part fufpeded

the Execution of any Agreement that fhould be made with

him, and fearing Delay might ternpt more to drop off from
them, they refolved to {tcme the Governor's Perfon, and
marched in two Parties to his Houfe, the one commanded by
Captain John Piggoty the other by Captain John Painter^ a

rich Planter and a Member of the Affembly, and in thefe

two Divifions were all the Affembly Men as the Governor's

Hiftorian acknowledges. The Governor had polled an
Out-guard at Church-hill^ an Eminence that commanded
his Houfe, but his Guard deferted that Fort, and the Houfe
was furrounded by Piggot's^vA Painter'% Men j the Serjeant

and Soldiers polled at Church-hill were of Captain Rokesby's

Company, in Colonel Jones's Regiment j Captain Rokesby

refufed to head them himfelf as the Governor commanded,
and forbid his Men at their Peril to fire or oppofe the

Country, of which Party Colonel Jones had declared himfelf

on feveral folemn Occafions. Both of the Divifions making
a brisk Fire on the Houfe, thofe within it returned it as

briskly, but Numbers foon prevailing, the Affailants broke
in:o the Houfe, and French writes that Captain Plggot fell

by the Hands of the Governor ; but it was the general Re-
port and Belief of the Inhabitants, that Jyon the Provoft

Maiihal came behind him and fhot him in the Back. Go-
vernor Park received a Shot in his Thigh which difabled

him, and he fell into the Hands of the enraged and armed
People ; many of his Soldiers were killed, as were feveral of

his Followers and Creatures. It is not agreed by the Writ-

ers on both Sides, which it was that fired firil, neither Side

is
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is willing to take it on themfelves, becaufe nothing could

excufe the firing on either Side but Self-defence. French's Ac-
count of the barbarous Treatment of the Governor's wound-
ed and bleeding Body, and which is too full of Horror to

be related or read without Emotion far. from being agreeable,

we leave the Relation as we found it. He adds, every Scoun-
drel infulted him in the Agonies of Death^ meaning Andrew
Murray^ Efq; Francis Carlijle, Efq; Captain Paint'er^ and
Mr. To?nlinfon^ who are faid to have fpolcen to him, and if

infolently when in the Agony, it was Scoundrel enough to

do it. He faid to them according to Mr. French^ Gentle-

men, If you have no Senfe of Honour left^ fray have fome of
Honefiy. After his Body had lain a little Time ftript in the

Street, and as fome write difmembrcd by Perfons who thought

their Beds had been injuried by him, he was removed into

the Houfe of Mr. John IVright^ where he expired. Two
or three Days after his Body was buried in the Church, but

the People demolifhfd the Regent's Pew where he was ufed

*to lit ; notwichftanding John Teamans, Efq; Lieutenant

Governor, Colonel John Hamilton, and Colonel Thomas
Morris^ Members of the Cou*il, earncftly difluaded them
from it. Of the regular Forces which Colonel Park pre-

vailed upon to affifl: him againft the Country, as the Com-
plainants called themfelves, Enfign Lyndon, and 13 or 1^
Soldiers were killed. Captain Newel, Lieutenant JVorth-

ington and fix and twenty Soldiers wounded. Ayon was fhot

through the Body by Mr. Cochran, but recovered, as did

Mr. George French the Hiftorian, who received feveral

Wounds, one of them in the Mouth ; Captain Boileau was
killed, Mr. Pember, Mr. Rofengrave, Mr. Galeward, Mr.
Bonnin, were only beaten and bruifed. On the Affembly's

Side was killed Captain Piggot, Mr. Young, Mr. Turton^

and Mr. Rayne, about 30 wounded.
It had been very extraordinary it the Clergy of Antego^

as few as they are, had not taken Part on one Side or other

in the Divilion between the Governor and the Country,
in that efpecially at a Time when fo excellent an Example
was fet them by the Reverend Dr. Sacheverell in Englandi

Mr. James Field, Minifter of the Capital of St. John's-

Town, fided with the Country, and Mr. Baxter, Minifter of
Parhatn, with the Party of Governor Park ; but I do not

find that either of the Parties governed themfelves by their

Lectures.

On the Death of Colonel Parks, the Government of the

Leeward-Ifands fell of courfe to Walter Hamilton, Efq;

Lientenant Governor of Nmsy who was alfo at that Time
Lieutenant
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1

Lieutenant General of the Leeward- IJlands ; Mr. French'*s

Account of him is too partial to be trufted to, occafioned

by Mr. Hamilton's good Opinion of the Intention of the

Party that oppofed Mr. Park's Male-Adminiftration, till the

Caftatrophe defiled it with Blood j and as he did not impute the

Crime to a premeditated Defign formed againft the Sovereign

Authority, or the Life of its Delegate, but only to remove
the faid Del^ate from a Government which he had abufed,

and from which he was recalled, he did not look upon
the Gentlemen in the Country Intereft as Enemies to the

Queen's Government, or that of her Generals and Govern-
ment in thofe Iflands behaving prudently and in another

manner than did Colonel Park ; fo Mr. Hamilton refolved /

to carry himfelf towards the AfTembly Men and their Friends,

as the Characters and Intereft in the Country deferved,

John Teamans^ Efq^ Lieutenant Governor of Antego^ who
had their chief Government there on the late Chief Gover-

nor's Death, had pitched upon four Perfons who had been

devoted to him to go to Nevis, and invite the Lieutenant-

General, now Captain General of the Leeward-ljlandsy to

come to Antego, and afTume the general Command • but

believing thofe Men would not be very welcome to Mr. ^^':»^'«'' ^''-

Hamilton, he changed his Mind, and fent four Gentlemen
^^p°">;C?s-

in the Affembly or Country Intereft on tliat Errand. Their mraU

Deputation was received very gracioufly by Mr. Hamilton^

who complimented and carefled them, and accompanying

them back to Antego^ took up his Refidence at the Floufe

of Dr. Mackennen, who was afterwards fent Prifoner to

England to be tried for the Death of Colonel Park, Mr.
Hamilton^ as Chief Governor of the Leeward- IJlands^ called

a General Council, confifting of Deputies from all the

Iflands in his Government, to examine into that Matter

;

the Deputies for Antego were four Gentlemen in the Coun-
try Intereft, and thofe for the other Iflands in much the

fame Way of thinking, which did not anfwer the Expeda-
tions of the oppofitc Party. Nay, the Council of that

Ifland drew up an Addrefs, which Mr. French complains paU
Hated and excufed the Proceedings againft Parkj which not

contenting the Adherents of the Deceafed, they figned

another, for which they met privately, and told the Queen,
their Lives are info much Danger, that they dare not trujl

the Acquaintance of their Meeting even with their Friends.

Thefe Addreflers were,

Col. John Hamilton^ and he refufed to fign the Council's

Addrefs. 7eA/^^
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Jofeph French, Efq; Mr. John Wkkham.
W. Matthews^ Efq;. Mr. Jere?mah Blizard.

Richard Buckeridge, Survey- Mr. John Roe.

or of the Cuftonis. Mr. ds/ar Rodeway,

Mr. John Brett. Mr. John Hadder.

Mr. Ifaac Royal, Mr. Thomas Turner.

The Addrels of the Council and this fecret one fliews,

how the People here endeavoured to keep up Divifion and

Aniraofity even after the chief Caufe of both ,were removed

;

and as this perpetual jangling muft needs be perpetually trou-

blefom to them, fo it cannot be pleafant to Readers to

meet with nothing but Affirmatives and Negatives took from

one to the other, to tlie Hinderance of all other Bufinefs

Dou "as for feveral Years fucceffively. I fliall therefore conclude with

EjqiChilf obferving, that Mr. Walter Hajnilton was fucceeded in
Governor,

{{ijg Government by Walter Douglas^ Efq; who fufpended Ha-
^^^^'

milton from the Exercifeof all Offices. For it was then thought

by many he would have proceeded to this Sufpenfion foon

after his Arrival ; but he found the Party of Hamilton fup-

ported by that againft the late Governor's fo powerful, that

• he was at firft afraid of venturing on fo bold a Mea-
fure

-J
but being at laft provoked to it by fome Difregard

\)vhich he imagined Mr. Hamilton had fhewn to himfelf,

took Heart and turned Hamilton out of all Offices, the Effi^ds

of which he felt foon after in an Oppofition and Profecution

that ended only in the End of his Government alfo. For
Mr. Hamilton going to England to manage his Affairs, Mr.
Douglas turned his Adivity againft the Gentlemen who had

complained againft Colonel Park, and ififued out his Warrant

to feize the late Chief Juftice Watkins and Dr. Mackennen,

notwithftanding the Proclamation of Pardon fent from Eng-

land for former Crimes, under Pretence of another intend-

ed Rebellion ; but Watkins and Mackennen got fafe to Eng^
land, as did alfo Edward Kirby, Efq- where they were
apprehended and committed to Priibn on the Informations

that were fcnt againft them ; but the Proceedings in England

were not fo rafli as thofe in Antego. Let their Crime be

what it v/ould, the Proclamation before-mentioned having

cleared them of it, and they pleading it accordingly, were
difcharged without a Trial ; but Douglash Warrant to feize

them, which drove them off the liland, was one of thd

Articles the Inhabitants figned and fent home againft him.

Mr. Henry Enfign Henry Smith lay in Ne-wgate feveral Months for Re-
.smith

bellion, as it was termed, againft Colonel Park, which in

ikfrai.
- •»-'*":
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Law Phrafe was making War on the Queen, but whatever

it was, the Jury brought him in A'^^ Guilty ; and this Jury

was as creditable a one as could be pitched upon by the

Sherififs of London and MiddUfex,

Sir Thomas Halion. Jlexander Ward^ E% ff^/'^xa.

Alexander Pitfield^ Efqj IVilliam Northey^ Eiq; '^'^^
*

Jofeph Ivry^ Efq; 7"^" Elwick^ Efqj

Richard Brow)!^ Efqj Henry Emmet^ Efqj

Matthew Holworthy, Efqj John Furnefs, Gent. .

Daniel Dolins^ Efqj James Williamjon^ Gent.

In the mean Time Governor Douglas became almoft as un-

grateful to the Country Party, as Governor Park had been,

as appeared by the Behaviour of the Inhabitants on the Re-
joicing-Day for the Utrecht Peace. Mr. French writes, there

ivasa Riot little J})ort of a Rebellion at St. John's by Francis

Carlijle, Efqj Mr. Jacob Morgan^ Mr. John Gunthorp,

Mr. Andrew Murray^ a noted Merchant and others, who be-

ing at a Tavern, went to the Governor's Houfe in a Body

of 50 or ^o Pcrfons, calling out for the Papers Head Beys.

Thefe Papers Head Boys were a certain Divifion of the Ifland,

inhabited by a boifterous Sort of People who delighted in.

Buftle and Broils. General Douglas had now been infulted

by them notwithftanding his Guards, had they not been

dilTuaded from it by Mr. f^illiam Hamilton, a leading Msn
of the Affembly, whom the General ordered to be taken up

for Colonel Park's Bufinefs, and was lately bailed.

Complaints were fent Home againft General Douglas^ and

the late General Hamilton, who feconded the Endeavours ^^'|'^ ^*"

of the Complainants for his Removal ; at laft prevailed fo^^^^i
'*"

far as to be reftored to his Government of the Leeward-

JJlands. John Teamans, Efqj was removed from being

Lieutenant Governor of this Ifland, and Colonel Ed-ward

Byam put in his Place. The General being returned to

Antego in 1715. removed Mx.Teamans itoax the Bench as

Chief Juftice, and put in his Place John Gamble^ Efq; who
fays Mr. French could fcarce write his Name. He gave

Daniel Mackennen, Efq; a Scat at the Council-Board, and

did the fame by Nathaniel Crump, Efq; late Speaker of
the AfTembly. The Court and Aitembly paft an Ait for

1000 /. a Year for the General's Houfe Rent. Governors

of Colonies being forbidden by their InJlruSiions to receive

any Prefents or Gratuities, flared Pcrquifites being not fo

deemed, and Houfe Rent of 1 000 /. a Year, where there

is not a Houfe to be had worth a 20th Part of the Money,
IS,
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by it feetns no Gratuity nor Prefent. Before Col. Douglas
\j2l$ removed from this Government, he received Orders

from the Queen to fee the A£t of the 6ch of her Reign,
concerning the Coin, put in Execution thro' all the Leeward
IJlandi^ where indeed every Thing ran into Confufion as

' might well happen under fuch Changes of Governors.

The Currency of Species according to that A(5t is men-
tioned in the Article of Jajnaica^ fo I fhall here only touch

on the Deviation from that Law, by the Pradice of the Antego

Money Jobbers. The Currency here had been according to

theAdt, till about the Time of Mr. Hamilton's being turned

out of this Government, for the greater Pieces of Money
but Bits and half BitSj Sevenpenny Halfpenny Pieces, paft

{o as they had always done in marketing and retailing;

but in the Leeward I(lands a very great Difregard to the Law
of Queen Anne happened in 17 15, which will come more
properly in the Article of St. Chrijiopher^s,

There was no Grievance more complained of by the Tra-
ders of AntegOj than the Difficulty of recovering Debts, by

Want of good Laws for it, and a due Execution, as appears by
the following Memorial or Petition of the Merchants,

Fadliors, ^f.

VfficieKcy in ^our Petitioners being dijahled by the ill Compliance of
the Lawfor Debtors to anfwer their Correfpondents Expe^ations at Home^
Debts. -^ making their Returns according to their refpeSlive Promifes

and Compass, are, without a?2y Fault of their own^ not only

fufpe6ied of hijujiice^ but wounded in their Reputations^ upon

Suppofition, that they are paid here by the Perfons who deal with

them, and thatyour Petitioners detain their EffeSis^ or that at

leaf, they are highly to be blamedfor not profecuting their Debtors

at Law, and by that Means enable themfelves to make better

and more pun6iual Remittances, and are deprived of making

or improving their oivn private Fortunes, the Proceedings at

Law being fo very dilatory, i^c. For which Reafons they

pray, that an A£t may pafs for the more fpeedy Recovery of

Debts, and the Petition was figned by

fames Nisbet. fohn Barbotan.

Robert Joyce. John Bourke.

Barth. Sanderfon. Andrew Murray,

fohn Barnes.
J^^^'^

Sweetenham.

Edward Chefer. John Combes.

Math. Bermingham. Charles Dunbar,

Chrijlop er Stoodly. Thomas Trant.

John Roach. John Brett.

Samuel Prober. fVilliam GlanvilUl

Edward
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Edward Chefler^ Junior. Hopefor Bendall.

'Jofeph Adams. Jacob Ihihou.

Richard Sherwood. Thomas Doleman.

John Rofe. Pat. IVeji.

Names which argue a flourifhing Trade at that Time in An-
tego^ and I thought the inferting of this Petition the more
proper, becaufe the Complaint in it may ferve for the other

Sugar Colonies as well as this. And indeed the general Prac-

tice of the Law there, as v/ell as at Home, is fo tedious and
expenfive, that it is one of the greateft Difcouragemcnts

Trade lies under, and the Redrefs of this Grievance h too

much in the Hands of thofe that occafion it.

The Attorney General, Thomas Bretton, Efq- had in 1711,
drawn up an Act for fettling Law Courts, which would in a

good Meafure have remedied this Evil. The Council and
Alfembly were fo pleafed with it, that they ordered him 100
Pijiolesj pafling there for 28 5. each, for drawing it, but they

altered it fo much for the worfe in the palling it, that a new
A<51 to regulate the Prailice, elpecially in Executions became
neceflary.

Mr. Hamilton continued in this Government till the Year

1 72 1, when John Hart^ Efq; late Governor of Maryland^
\ohl\lirr

was preferred to the Government of the Leeuuard Iflands. Efcj-, Gov-T"

By the Speeches to the Council and Afiembly here, we find »'''"•

a good Agreement between them all, which had been a rare

Thing in this Ifland. The AiTembly made a Provilion for

his Support, which feemed to be more than competent, by

hisSenfeofic, and the Tlianks he gave them.

This Gentleman received Captain Vring and his difap-

pointed Colony of St. Lucia with great Humanity, and took

particular Care of them and the Duke of Montagues Effects

which they brought from thence, for which good Work he

had the ready Affiftance of Col. Matthews Lieutenant

Governor.

There being now no Conteft between the Governors and

the governed here, there is nothing remarkable in the Events,

and the People were at Leifure to follow Trade and planting, ia

which they were now only dillurbed by Hurricanes, very

frequent and terrible in thefe lllands. To this Governor

fucceeded the Lord Londonderry^ Son to Mr. Pitt, diftin- j^-'^j^on.

guiftied by the Diamond he brought from the Ea/t- Indies,
q^!^^''/^J'^

which this Lord fold to the F^-mch King. He died in his

'Government of the Leeward Iflands, and^was fucceeded by

William Matthews^ Efq; who arrived at Antego, OJTsi^r William

1733, and foon after prefented his additional toilrudtion to
^^r'^'JJ^''^,';.

Vol. II. Ci . theX
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the Council and Affembly of that Ifland, and is as follows.

JVhereas it has been reprefented to us^ that the Salary of 1200 1.

Sterlifig per Ann. which we have hitherto thought fit to allow

out of the Duty of four and a half per Cent, arrifing in our

Leeward Illands, for our Governor in Chief of thoje Ifiands.,

is not at prejentfiifficientfor his Support and the Dignity of that

our Goverfimentj we have taken the fame into our Confidera-

tion^ and are gracioufy pleafed to permit and allow., that the

rcfpe£live Affemhlies of our faid Iflands viay^ by any Ad or

A£is^ fettle upon you fuch Sum or Sums, in Addition to your Sa-

lary of 1200 /. per Ann. as they jhall think proper \ and you

are hereby allowed to give your Afftnt to any ASi or A£fs of Af-

fernbly to that Purpofe. Providedfuch Sum or Sums befettled

on you and your Succeffors in thai Government.^ at leafl on you

during the whole Time of your Government there., and that ihe

fame be done by thefirJl refpeSiive Affcmblies of our faid Iflands

after your Arrival there.

In Compliance with which the Council and Aflembly

fettled on him during the Time of his Government, 1 000 /. a

Year Ardcgo Currency.

In the Chapter of St. Chriflopher^s we have mentioned

fome Proceedings of the Governor there relating to the

Coin, which had been regulated by a Proclamation and an

Act of Parliament in Queen Anne''s Time, to afcertain the

Currency in the Colonies. We have feen in the Article of

Sz. Kit's, how the Proclamation and the A£t of Parliament

were there broke in upon, and here we fhall fee how they met
with more Indignity and Contempt; for the Affembly took

upon them to declare, that Statute ufelefs and impraoticabky

-and pafTed an A6t of their own in thefe Words, It is hereby

enaSfed and ordered, that all Gold Coins of Great-Britain

Jhall be taken or paid at an Advance of 75 per Cent, on

their refpeSiive Sterling Values and not otherwife, and all fo-

reign Gold Jhall he received or faid at the Rate of 3 Pence
Halfpenny per Grain.

Be it alfo enacted, that all Silver Coins whatfoever fl.all be

received or paid at the Rate of nine Shillings and three Pence

per Ounce and not otherwife. But this Ad of Aflembly noc

being likely to be confirmed in England, Governor Mat-
thews and the Council and Allembly then iitting at F^rham^
had another Contrivance to evade the Law for the Coin.

Two Gentlemen of the Aflembly, brought to the Governor
an Iv/irument of Writing, ' purporting an Agreement and
* Aflbciation to,pay and receive Gold at three Pence Half-
' penny per Grain as in the intended Ad, which was read

[ publickly iii Council, but not entered iii the Minutes, and
' there
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* there figned by the faid Governor and all prefenr, except
' the Deputy Secretary who refufed to fign the fame. The
* whole Bench of Lawyers who are moft oi them, if not all,

' of the Aflembly, foon after agreed, not to take a Feeixom.
* any Man that refufed to receive the Gold at that Rate, but
' to be concerned againft them, and have promifed to appear
' and defend the other Side gratis.'

Since which a Piitole full Weight, that is 104,, pafTes at

I /. 10 J. 4 d. that ufed to pafs for no more than 28 i. full

Weight or over. Portugal Moidores that ufed to pafs for

42 s. pafs for 48 s. an Ejiglijh Guinea that ufed to pafs for

'^1 s. now palTes for 37 j. and other Pieces in Proportion.

This illegal and exorbitant Rife brought the Exchange for

100 Sterling from 160 to 175 per Cent.

MO Ni: SE R RAT.

'T^ H E Spaniards gave this Ifland its Name, and called it

fo for the Refemblance it has to a Mountain in Catalonia^

not far from Barcelona^ famous for a Chapel dedicated to

the BlefTed Virgin ; in greateft Reputation with the Roman
Catholicks of any, except that of Loretto.

The Englijh have not thought fit to give it another Name,
fince they were Mailers of it. It lies in 17 Degrees, North
Latitude; is about 3 Leagues in Length, andalmoft as much
in Breadth, fo that it feems to be of a round Figure.

It was difcovered by the Europeans at the lame Time with

St. Chri/iopher's^ but no Settlement was made upon it till the

Year 1632. At which Time Sir Thomas Warner^ firft Go-
vernor of St. ChriJiopher'Sj procured a fmall Colony to fettle

there, of the Subjeds of England-^ for we cannot affure our

felves they were Englijhinen^ this liland being generally look'd

on as an Irijh Colony.

It had the fame Governors as St. Chriflopher's ; but we
fuppofe they put in Deputy Governors, as has been the Prac-

tice fince. We could not get a good Account of either the

general or particular Governors, and a bad one we would not

impofe upon the Reader.

This Ifland flouriflied at firft more than Ante;o\ but fince

the Lord IVUhughbf^ Time, the latter has got and kept the

Q 2 ftart



228 7he Hijlory of Montferrat.

ftart of it. There were 700 Men in Montferrat po Years

ago, which was 16 Years after it was firft inhabited.

^ The Rolls of the Militia at this Time amounts to 3<)0.

We find but one Battery for the Defence of the Coaft, and

other old difmounted Cannon at feveral landing Places.

As to the Climate, Soil, Animals, Trade and Produdions

of this Ifle, they are much the fame with thofe of the other

Charibbee Iflands, only this is fuller of Mountains, which are

covered with Cedars and other Trees, that make it a lovely

Profped from the Sea. The Valleys are fruitful, and better

ftored with frefh Water than thofe of Antego.

The Reader will not think it tedious to fee a farther Ac-
count of the llrange Animals in all the Elements peculiar to

the Charibbees^ and other Places in America. We range

thefe in the Article of Montferrat, for that they are faid to

be rooft common here.

On this Coaft, as we find in the Hijiory of the Charibbees

beforementioned, are taken a very hideous Sort of Monfters,

from thence called Sea-Dtvils^ by my Author and others.

This Monfter is about 4 Foot long, and proportionably big.

On its Back it has a great Bunch of Prickles, like thofe of a

Hedgehog. The Skin of it is black, hard and rugged, like

that of the Sea- Dog. Its Head is flat, and on the upper

Part has many little Rifmgs; among which is to be feen two
very little black Eyes. The Mouth, which is extremely

wide, is armed with feveral very fharp Teeth, of which two
arc crooked, and bent in like thofe of a Wild-Boar. It has

four Fins, and a broad Tail, forked at the End. But all this

would not have got it the Name of Sea-Devil^ was it not for'

its having above the Eyes two little black fharp Horns, which
turn towards its Back, like thofe of a Ram. Befides that

this Monfter is as ugly as any Thing can be imagined, the

Meat of it, which is foft, and full of Strings, is abfolute

Poifon.

There's another Kind of Sea-Devil, no Ms hideous than

the other, the' of another Figure. The largeft of this Kind
are not above a Foot long from Head to Tail, and the Breadth

is almoft equal to the Length j but when they pleafe they

fwell themfelves up fo, that they feem to be as round as a

Bowl. Their wide Mouths'are armed with many little, but
very fliarp Teeth ; and inflead of a Tongue, they have only

a little Bone, which is extremely hard. Their Eyes are very
fparkling, and fo fmall, and deep fet in the Head, that the

Ball can hardly be difcerned. Between the Eyes they have a
little Horn, which turns up, and before it a large String, that

has a little Button at the End of ic. Befides, their Tail,

which
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which is like the broad End of an Oar, they have two
Plumes, one on the Back, which ftands almoft upright, and
the other under the Belly. They have alfo two Fins, one on
each Side, over againft the Midlt of the Belly, having at the

Extremities fomething like little Paws, each of which is di-

vided into eight Claws, armed with iTiarp Nails. Their Skin
is rough and prickly, like that of a Shark's, except under the

Belly, which is of a dark red Colour, and marked with red

Spots.

The Meat of it is not to be eaten ; they may be eafily

flead, and the Skin being filled with Cotton, or dried Leaves,

is preferved by feme of the Curious as a Rarity.

The Lamant'ine is often caught in thefe Seas. This is the

beft Fifli to eat of all the Sea-Monflers, and is kept for Pro-

vilion, as Salmon and Cod in Europe. The Spaniards call it

Narnantin^ and Manaty, fromirs two little Paws like Hands. Ibid. 103.

'Tis a Monfter, that, at its full Grovi'th, is 18 Foot long, and

7 in Bignefs. Its Head has fome Refemblance to that of a

Cow j from whence it is foraetimes called the Sea-Cozu. Ic

has fmall Eyes and a thick Skin, of a dark red Colour,

wrinkled in fome Places, and ftuck with fmall Hairs. Being

dried, it grows fo hard, it might ferve for a Buckler againft

the Arrows of the Cbaribbeans; and fome of the Savages ufe

it to ward off the Blows of their Enemies, when they go to

Battle. It has no Fins, but inftead of them the two little

Paws or Hands above-mentioned, under its Belly; each of

which has four Fingers, very weak to fupport the Weight of

fo heavy a Body. It has no other defenfive Weapon. It lives

on the Grafs and Herbage that grow about the Rocks, and on
the fhallow Places, that have not much above a Fathom
Water.

The Females are disburthened of their young Ones much
after the fame Manner as Cows are, and have two Tears wich

which they fuckle them. They bring forth two at a Time,
which never leave the old one till they have no longer Need
of Milk, and can feed on the Grafs as ihe does.

Two or three of thefe Lamantines load a Canoo. The
Meat or Flefli is of a Vermilion Colour; it eats Ihort, and

does not cloy or furfeit. The moft wholefom Way of eat-

ing it, is after it has lain in Salt two or three Days.

Thefe Fifli are more commonly taken at the Entrance into

frefli Water Rivers than in the Sea. Some highly value cer-

tain fmall Stones found in the Heads of thefe Monfters, as

having the Virtue when reduced to Powder to cure the

Gravel, and diffolve Stones bred in the Kidnies. But the

Jleraedy is violent, and not much to be depended on, fays

0.3 P"y
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my Author, who perhaps has led me into an Error, in treat-

ing of the La?naniine in this Place. However his Account of

this Filh pleafed my Curiofity, and I hope will have the fame
EfFe6l on the Readers.

This Ille produces every Thing that grows on the other

Leeward ip.avJs : As Sugar, Indigo, Ginger, Cotton, i^c.

efpecially 7/v^/g-5 ; of which great Quantities ufed to be ex-

ported from hence to England. The Sugar was not fo

coarfe and black as the Antego^ nor fo fine as the Barbados

and ^Jamaica,

The Trade of this Place is the fame with that of the other

Charibbee Iflands. 'Twas fo much reforted 60 Years ago,

that the Inhabitants had built a very fair Church, by the

Contribution of the Governor, Merchants and Planters.

The Pulpit, the Seats, and all the Joiners and Carpenters

Work within it were of the moft precious and fweet-fcented

Wood that grew in the Country.

There were then alio 5 or 4.0CO Souls, EngUJh^ Scots, and

Irljh ; and fince that the Number has rather encreafed than

decreafed: For another good Church has been built, and

the Ifland is now divided into two Parifhes , one of which
only is fupplied by a Miniftcr at this Time.

In King Charles II. efpecially in King James the lid's

Reign, the Irijh Papifts drove a conGderable Commerce to

this Place; where Mr. Terence Dermot^ afterwards Sir

Terence Dermot, and Lord Mayor of London when King
'James was at Dublin^ lived and got an Eftate; as did alio

Mr. Thomas Nugent^ and other Roman Catholicks that

Were origirvilly of Ireland. When Col. Codrington was made
Governor of the Leeivard Ifiands, Col. Blackjione was Go-^

vernor of Montferrat.

In the Year 1602, there was a dreadful Earthquake at this,

aild indeed almoll all the Leeward IJIands. The Inhabitants

raifed a Regiment of 300 Men, to affift General Codrington

in his Expedition againft St. Chrl/lopher's : Which Regiment
was commanded by Col. Blackjione. What they and the

other Soldiers did on this OccaGon will be found in the Hi-

ftories of Antego., St. Chrijiophet^s and Nevis.

To Col. Blackjione fucceeded Col. Hill in the Government
of this IQand, who being fickly removed to England in the

Mary Yatch, in the Year 16^97, and landing at Miljord^

Haven^ died at Pembroke., the a^th of Augiji-^ who was
his Succefibr VvC have not learned.

Part of Col. Collingwood^s Regiment of Foot, that was
fent from England in the following Year, was quartered in

this Ifland, of which we cjin give no farther Account,

It
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It was not fo fickly as the other Char'ibbee IHands, and has

encreafed its People and Trade equally with any of them.

The French did not attack it when they fell upon Nevis. As
to the Number of the Inhabitants we can only make a Guefs;

for if they raifed 500 Men in 1690, v/c may fuppofe they

did not fpare above one third Part of their whole Number;
and granting they were then able to mufter loco fighting

Men, there would not, by the ufual Methods of Computation
in Political Arithmetick, be lefs than between 4. and 5000
Men, Women, and Children ; and to thofe may be added
8000 Negroes: For it is a poor Sugar-Ifland where the

Blacks are not twice as many in Number as the Whites.

The liland of Montjcrrat^ as one of the Leeward Jjlan.^s.,

is Part of Col. Park's Governmentj but he has a Deputy
here, as well as in the other Ifles. The Names of the other

Officers that have come to our Knowledge fhall be inferted ui

the ufual Place.

Lieutenant Governor, Anthony Hodges, Efq;

Thomas Lee, Efq;

JViUiam Try, Efq;

yohn Daiuhy, Efq;

Jofeph Little, Efq-

mil. Bcddingfield, Efq;

George Milward, Efq; 5> Counfellors.

George Lyddel, Efq
;

Charles Matthew, Efq;

William Broderick, Efqj

George Wicks, Efq;

Williajn Geerijh, Elq;

Speaker of theAflTembly, George ATtlward, Efq;

Colonel of the Militia Regiment, Col Anthony Hodges,

Chief Juftice, George Wicks, Efq;

Judge of the Admiralty, Anthony Hodges, Efq;

Secretary, 'Jonathan Warner, Efq;

Commiffioner of the Cuftoms, William Geerijh, Efq;

Piovoft Marflial, Mx. William Martyn. Deputy.

Minifter of the Church of England, the Rev. Mr. Wright.

Not long after Col. Park's Arrival at Antego, which he

chofe for his Refidence, News came thither that the French

at Martinico were preparing to make a Defcent on Montfer-

rat ; upon which a Sloop belonging to Anthony Patch and

Francis Montcyre^ was difpatched away to that Illand, with

Q 4 Orders
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Orders to the Lieutenant Governor Col. Anthony Hodges to

be upon his Guard, and onthefirll Appearance of any Num-
ber of Veffels making for that IQand, to fend away imme-

diately an Advice Boat with an Account of it, that the Men
of War and the Regiment at Antego might be difpatched

to the Affiftance of Montferrat. This Sloop was taken by a

French Privateer as fhe went out of the Harbour of St.

John\ but it had this good EHect, that when the French

came from Martinico and underftood by Col. Park's Letter

to Col. Hodges.^ that he was coming to his Relief with a Man
of War and a Regiment of regular Forces, they precipitately

left that Ifland j but about two Years after returned to it with

a much greater Force, confiding of feveral Men of War
under Montieur Coffart^ having on Board 3500 Men, and

anchoring in Car\ Bay, put them on Shore there. They

foon made themfelves Matters of the whole Ifland, except

Dodon Fort, which ftands on an inacceflible Hill, to which

the Inhabitants fled with their befl; Eff^eds that v/ere portable.

The Frei^ch took and burnt all the Veffels in the Road, ex-

cept the Speedwel Capt. George Moulton^ who cut his Cables

and made to Nevis. The French were i o Days in Pofleffion

of this Ifland, which they plundered and wafl:ed at Pleafure,

and then removed to Guardekupe to refrcfli, when Mr.
St. John Secretary of State heard of this Depredation, at a

Time when the Duke of Ormond had refufed to a6l againfl:

the French in Flanders., and himfelf and the Miniflers in

England were doing every Thing France could defire, the

Secretary himfelf appeared fomewhat furprifed, but contented

himfelf with faying. Had we thought, Cotlart was fent againji

cur Sugar IJlands^ we would havefent fuch a Squadron to guard

them^ as Jl^ould have cleared thofe Seas of him^ or Words to

that EfFedl. I have not heard what Satisfaction, if any, was

made the Engli/h Suflferers for their Lofles by the Rapine of

the French in this Ifland j and as I never met with any In-

llance of the French having efFedtually made good the like

Damage on the like Occafion, I fuppofe thefe Sufferers fared

no better than others, notwithftanding the Pienipotentaries

at Utrecht confented to Vv'hat the Britijh propofed for the Re-
lief of their Fellow-Subjedts in this Ifland. Article XI.

Commijfaries Jhall inquire into the Damages lajl Year in the

JJland of Montferrat • comfortable News for thofe that fuf-

tained it, which however was like to be made good by the

Mnglijh themfelves, for the fame CommifTaries were to bring

in an Account of the Infringments made by the Englijh in

the Capitulation of Nevis^ by which the French pretended to

{jevery much injured.

One
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One may fufped, that the Inhabitants of Montferrat were

not fo fond of Col. Park's Government towards the Clofe of
it, as when he had not been long in it j for not only the Maf-
ters of Ships in the Harbour of Antt-go^ but the Council and
AfTembly of this Ifland, drew up and figned Addrefles in

Praife of him. The Mafters of Ships hearing of certain Com-
plaints again ft him in refpedt of Trade, fay in their Addrefs,

Thai in theJiriSfeJi Enquiries and Ohjcrvations they could make.
Governor Park had exerted his Power to the utmojl^ inproteSi-

ing their Rights and Liberties, of which they muft needs be
excellent Judges, by their extraordinary Capacities, and their

living fo little in the Ifland. The Council and AfTembly of
Montferrat addrefs the Queen's Majefty, and afllire her.

They knew not any one Ai^iion of Governor Park'j f.nce his

coming to the Government, which deferves Cojnplaint. The
Gentlemen lumping the Matter and not finding one Mif-
management, is a plain Proof that this Addrefs was didated

more to flatter the Party concerned in it, than to let her

Majefl:y into the whole Truth of the Matter. The Mem-
bers of the Council and AfTembly who fee their Names to

it were

Thomas Lee
J

'E^(\:^ Prefident. J^^" Bramhiy, Efqj

fVilliam Frye, Efq; 'John Hart, Efq^

John Daly, Efq; Anthony Ravill, Efq;

George Lyddall, Efq^ William Finch, Efq;

JViliiam Geerijh, Efq; Dennis Daly, Efq;

Edw. Buncomb, Efqj Speaker.

This and other fuch AddrefTes procured in like Manner,

hindered not the Rpprefentations of the Inhabitants of Antegv^

who having perfeded their Articles againft General Park,

fent them to England by a Ship from this Ifland, as well as

by another from Antego.

I find not the Name of Col. Anthony Hodges Lieutenant

Governor of this Ifland, among the AddrefTers ; which pro-

bably induced Col. Park's Advocate to reprefent him as a

Smuggler, 2l clandejiine Trader, and no Friend to Park, who
would not indulge him in that illicite Trade, as is inflnuated

by that Writer.

The Generals of this as well as the other Leeward-ljlands

that came after Col. Park, are fpoken of in the Chapter of

Antego, and we have no perfed Account of the Succefl^on

of Lieutenant Governors of Montferrat to this Time, nor

of any Thing relating to it that is remarkably particular, till

we come to the Hurricane, which happened in the Time of
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the Government of General William Matthews. The very

{iirprizing Account of this Hurricane is in the following Let-

ter from Montferrat.
' On the 30th of June we had as violent an Hurricane

here as the oldeft Perfon in this Ifland can remember. For

3 Months together we had one continued Series of fcorch-

ing dry Weather till the 29th of 'June., when about 10 in

the Evening it began to rain very plentifully, and lafted the

greateft Part of the Night, which gave us the pleafing

Hopes of a fine Seafon ; but about 5 o'Clock the next

Morning the Wind arofe, and blew prodigious hard at

N. E. and N. E. by E. and held till 7, when there fol- <

lowed Gufts and Flaws, the Noife of which founded more
like Thunder than Wind ; the Force of it too was fuch,

that it blew down about f of the Houfes in this Ifland^ and

not one in twenty of thofe which were not entirely de-

flroyed, efcaped without the Lofs of fome Part, or at leaft

fo left upon the Careen, that the next fmall Gale will level

them with the Ground.
* A Store-Houfe built oppofite to the Cuftom-Houfe, and

about 45 Foot diftant being left uncovered, the Wind
blew the Rafters thereof different Ways ; part was carried

with fuch Force, that it broke thro' the Side of the Cuftom-
Houfe, making a Hole fo large, that had not Mr. Webb
the Colleftor aded with the greateft Conducl, moft Part,

if not the whole would have been demoliflied.

* A Cattle Mill Houfe belonging to Mr. James Huffey^

weighing at leaft 20,000 lb. was taken fairly up into the

Air, carried fome Diftance from its proper Place, lodged

in a Piece of Canes, and broke in ten Thouland Pieces by

the Force of the Fall.

* An empty Sugar Hog(head was taken oflf the Ground by
the Wind, and carried 30 or 40 Yards over a Dwelling

Houfe.
* A large Copper, capable of containing 240 Gallons,

was by the Wind carried over a high Wall, and by the

Force of the Fall jammed clofe together.

* A large Mill-Caie (weighing 400 lb.) lying on the Ground,

was lifted up on End, and large Trees of 4, 5 and 6 Feet

Diameter were blown up by the Roots. We had on the

29th 34 Windmills flying in this Ifland, many of which

were totally deftroyed, and not above 5 or 6 have received

lefs than 3 or 400 /. Damage, ^c.
* Such Havock is made among our Sugar Canes, as would

fhock the hardeft Heart and enforce Pity to the Owners
j

lotne who hada Profpect of making 200 or 300 Hog-
' ftieads
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* flieads of Sugar next Year, would now gladly compound
* for 60 or 80. Col. Lyddel^ a worthy Gentleman, was To

* bruifed by the Fall of his Houfc that he died 7 Days after.

* My Dwelling Houfes are entirely dcmoliflicd, my Pro-
' vifion is blown up by the Roots and carried into the Sea, as

' was alfo about 1+ Acres of Sugar Canes juft fit for Sugar,
' The Damage fuftained in this Illand exclufive of the

' Shipping, is on a moderate Computation 50.000/. this Cur-
* rericy, and many Gentlemen are 2 or 3000 /. poorer than
* they were the acjth of Jurie.'

About 5 Years after this General Matthews being here in 173'?.

Perfon, the Governor, Council and Afiembly pafled an Adl,

For the more effeSiual -preventing all Trade in thefe Parts^ be- ^:n t^galn^

tween his MajeJIy's Subjecis and the French. Something of^'''-"''^'-'^

this illicit Trade has been mentioned in the Chapter of ^^ '

Barbados. It is diredtly contrary to the fifth and fixth

Articles of the Treaty between England and France^ con-

cluded on the 6th of November, 16Z6, and to the Acl of
Parliament of the (jth of the Reign of his prefent Majefiy

intituled, An A£ifor the better fecuring and encouraging the

Trade of his Majejh/s Sugar Colonies in America, and to all

royal Inftrudions to Governors of Sugar Colonies, and

particularly to an Article, in General Matthews^ Inftruc-

tions, by which he is commanded to take Care that none of
the French Subjeffs be alhzved to trade from their faid Settle-

ments^ to any of the Ifands under his Governments or Fiji) upon

the Coajis thereof.

The French, who are always watchful for preferving the.

Security and Trade of their Sugar Colonies, took early Care

to prevent this unlawful Traffick, by an Edi6t of O£iober

1"]^"]^ but they feemed to carry their Care a little too far, by

limiting the Briti/h Navigation to within a League of their

Coaft, within which Limits all Britijh Ships were feizable»

unlefs forced by Weather or Py rates, and in fuch Cafe if

they broke Bulk to be Prize. Barbados and the other Sugar

Iflarids had too much connived at the Infrailion of thefe

Orders, and Montferrat was the firft that exerted the Vigour

of its Conftitution, in confirming them by a Law of their

own. Purfuant to this Ad,* a French Ship of 5 or 6000 /,

Value was feized here and condemned, in the Court of

Admiralty, and fevcral other lefs Seizures were made in this

Ifland. A good Example in this for all the (Jfaribbees.

NEVIS,
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N E VIS.
^HE nextlfland to Monferrat, following the Diftanca

from the Equator^ which is the Method we have taken,

is Nev'iSy anciently, and now vulgarly called Mevis.

It muft have been difcovered at the iame Time with

St. CbriJIcpher's^ becaufe 'tis not above half a League from it.

It lies in 17 Degrees, 19 Minutes, North Latitude, and is

not above fix Leagues in Circumference.

There's but one Mountain, and that is in the Midftof it,

very high, and covered with great Trees up to the Top. The
Plantations are all round the Mountain, beginning from the

Sea-fide, and qnding only at the Summet of the Mountain,

the Afcent being commodious enough.

There are feveral Springs of frefh Water in it, of which

fome are ftrong enough to make their Way to the Sea, and

may deferve the Name of Rivers. One Spring here is a

Mineral, and the Waters hot. Baths were made not far from

the Source, and frequented with good Succefs, for the Cure

of thofe Diftempers that the Baths at the Bath in Englandy

and Bourbon in France.^ are famous for curing.

Before we enter farther into the Geographical and Natural

Account of Nevis^ we muft let the Reader a little into the

Hiftorical.

Sir Thomas Warner, who made the fir ft Settlement on
St. Chrijiopher^s, made alfo the firft at Nevis, in the Year

1628. But in the following Year Den Frederick de Toledo,

who drove the Englijh and French out of the former Ifland,

feized all the Ships, to the Number of 15, that were at

Nevis. Ic was aboard thefe Ships the Spaniards put the

Englifn, whom they forced to leave St. Chrijlopher's,

The Englijh Settlement at Nevis went on fo profperoufly,

that in 20 Years time there were between 3 and 4000 Men
there, who fubfifted, and lived handfomly by the Trade

they drove in Sugar.

After Sir Thomas lFarner*s Death, we find mention made

of one Mr. Lake, who was Governor of this Ifland, and is

remembered as a Man of great Piety and Prudence; in-

fomuch that I^evis was faid to be the beft governed of any of

the Charibbee-IJlands. All manner of Profanenefs, Impiety

and Debauchery, were feverely punifhed. There were even

then three Churches in the Ifland ; not very fine indeed,

bat convenient and decent for performing Divine Service.

Charlcs-f
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Charles-Toiun was built, and the Houfes were large, the

Shops well ftored, and Forts were eredled to defend the

Place againft all Invaders. There is but one Fort mounting

19 Guns, which were they in a better Condition, would
fcarce be a fufficient Defence. The Rolls of the Militia

amount to 300 here, and this Illand is by no Means in fo

flourifliing a State as when we firft treated of it. The
Governor and Council at firft fet a Price upon all Goods,
and afligned Times of Payment for them j but that was too
great an Impofition on the Liberty of the Market, to be of
any long Continuance.

Sir George Ayjcue reduced Nevis with the other Charibhee^

IJJands • and having no certain Lift of the Deputy-Gover-
nors, nor indeed of the Governors-General, we fhall not
pretend to give any to the Publick, but take fome farther

Notice of the Climate, Soil, Animals, Trade and Pro-
dudions.

The Climate is hot, and I have been informed by People

who have frequented both Illands, that it is rather hotter

than Barbados^ though the latter is much nearer the Line.

The Soil is fertile, efpecially in the Valleys. The rifing

Ground is (tony, and the Plantations grew worfe and worfe

in Fertility, the higher the Planters fettled on the Mountain.
Land was much cheaper there than in the Vale, being coarfer,

and not fo eafily cultivated. It is the fame with us in Eng-
land^ and for the fame Reafons : So this Obfervation might
have been fpared.

The Rains here are violent, and the Tornado's fb in a

very high Degree, as we ftiall obferve hereafter.

As to the Produdt of the Country, and its Trade, what
has been faid of Barbados^ Antego^ and the other Charihbee-

JJlands^ will alfo ferve for this. Sugar is the ftaple Commo-
dity here, as well as there, and ferves for all the Ui'es of

Money : For all the Trade of the Ifland is managed by Sugar.

Pounds of Sugar, and not Pounds of Sterling is the Balance

of all their Accounts j and, exchanging that Commodity for

others, did the Inhabitants Bufinefs as well as if they had
had Silver.

This Sugar was, generally fpeaking, Mufcovado, of a little

finer Grain than that of Antego : But they have lately endeavour-

ed to clay. Sir John Baivdon ordered his Overfeers to attempt

it, two or three and twenty Years fince, in that Plantation,

in this Illand, which is now Mr. Richard Merriweuther's.

He fent Mr. Hacket, Brother to Sir Richard Racket of

Barbados, and an excellent Refiner, from that lUe to this.

But, through Negligence in chofe that were employed, the

Project
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Proje<9: failed, and no white Sugar was made in Nevis, but

what was for a home Confumption, Prefents, or Experi-

ments, till wichin a very few Years.

Tobacco v/as at ftrft much cultivated ; there's now little or

none planted, nor has there been any confiderable Quantity

this 30 or 4.0 Years.

Cotton and Ginger have been alfo planted here; but of late

Years thofe two Commodities have been negledled, and

Sugar only taken Care of; of which great Quantities have
' been made, and 50 or 60 Ships loaden in a Year from this

Ifland to Europe.

As to the Animals here, it is a hard Matter to fay there

are any peculiar to it ; however, (ince we find fome taken

Notice of as fuch, we fhall give the Reader an Account

of them.

Lizzards are faid to be more frequent here than in any of

our other Sugar-1 Hands. There are feveral Kinds of them
;

the greateft of them are thofe which the Charibbeans call

Ouaymaca. They are five Foot long at their full Growth,
meafuring from the Head to the Extremity of the Tail,

which is as long as all the reft of their Body.

Dav. f. 74. As for their Bignefs, they are a Foot about, their Skins

are of feveral Colours, according to the diSerent Soils they

are bred in. The Portuguefe call them Cameleom, thinking

they were a Species of that Creature. In fome Places the

Females are of a light green, checkered with black and white

Spots; and the, Males are green. In others the Males are

black, and the Females of a light grey, intermixt with black

and green. And others, both Males and Females, have all

the little Scales of their Skin fo glittering, and as it were

ftudded, that ata Dillance.one would think them clothed

in rich Cloth of Gold and Silver. On their Backs they

have Prickles like Combs, which they force up, and fet

down as they pleafe, and appear lefs from the Head to the

End of the Tail. They go on four Feet, each of which
has five Claws, with very lliarp Nails, They run fv/iftly,

and are excellent in climbing of Trees. But whether it be
that they love to look on Men, or are of a ftupid, unappre-

henfive Nature, when they perceive the Hunter they pa-

tiently expert him, without ftirring till they are fhot. When
they are angry, their Craw under their Throat fwells, and

makes them leem the more formidable. Their Jaws are

very wide, their Tongues thick, and they have fome very

fharp Teeth, Vv'hich when once they have faftened on any

Thing, they will hardly let it go. Their Teeth are not at

all venomous. The Females lay Eggs, about the Bignefs of

Wood-
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Woodqulfts , but the Shell is fofr. They lay them deep on
the Sea lide, under the Sand, and leave them to be hatched

by the Sun. From whence fome Authors have ranked

them among the amphibious Creatures.

The Savages taught the Europeans the way to take theJc

Lizzards, and by their Example encouraged thole that came
firft among them to eat them. They are very hard to kill,

infoniuch that fome having received thtee Shots of a Gun,
and by it loft fome Part of their Entrails, would not fall.

Yet if a fmall Stick be thruft into their Nofes, or a Pin be-

tween their Eyes, where there's a little Hole, into which the

Pin eafily enters, they prefendy die. Their Flefli is lufcious,

but not fafe to eat often : Their Eggs have no White, but

are all Yolk.

The Jmolis is another Sort of Llzzard, and at the firft ^^- 7/*

fettling this Ifland they were very common in all the Planta-

tions. This Reptile is about the Bignefs of an European

Lizzard, but its Head is longer, its Skin yellowifli, and on
its Back it has certain blew, green, and grey Streaks, drawn

from the Top of the Head to the End of the Tail. Its

Abode is in Holes under Ground, whence in the Night ic

makes a loud Noife. In the Day-time, it is in perpetual

Exercife, and wanders about Cottages, to get fomewhat to

fubfift on.

The Land-Pike is another ftrange Reptile, which has been

met with in this Ifland ; it is fo called from its Likenefs to

that Fifh : But inftead of Fins it has four Feet, fo weak,

that it only crawls on the Ground, and winds its Body as a

Pike newly takan out of the Water, The longeft of thefe

Creatures are about 16 Inches, and proportionably big.

Their Skins are covered with little Scales, which fhine

extremely, and are of a Silver grey Colour. Some of the

Curious ufed to have young ones in their Clofets, and took

them for Salamanders. In the Night-time they make a

hideous Noife from under the Rocks j it is more fliarp and

grating to the Ear than that of Frogs and Toads j and they

change their Notes according to the Variety of the Places

where they lurk. They are feldorn feen but a little before

Night j and when any of them are met in the Day-time,

thofe that meet them are apt to be frightned with their

Motion.

There have been many curious Infecls feen in this Ifland, f 7^-

and none more fo than that called the Soldier, a kind of

Snail. The Name given it is taken from the French
-,
and

the Reafon of it is fo whimfical, we are glad it did not

come from an Englijhman, I'hefe Infeds have no Shells

I proper
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proper to themfelvesj but to fecure the Weaknels of tbei"*"

little Bodies from the Injuries of the Air, and the Attempts

of other Animals, they take PofTeffion of a Shell, commonly
that of Perriwinkles j within which they accommodate them-

felves, as Soldiers, who having no fettled Habitation, take

up their Quarters in other Mens Houfes ; wherefore they are

termed Soldats or Soldiers. As they grow bigger, they fliift

their Shells, and get into larger, as they find them on the

Sea Shore, and fome have taken up their Quarters in the

Claws of great dead Crabs. They are of feveral Forms and

Figures, according to the Diverlity of the Shells they poffefs

themfelves of Their Bodies are very tender, except their

Heads and Claws. For a defenfive Weapon, and inftead of

a Foot, they have a Claw, like that of a great Crab, where-

with they clofe the Entrance of their Shells, and fecure their

whole Body. It is all jagged within, and holds fo faft what-

ever it faftens on, that it takes away that Piece with it. This

Infedl marches fafter than the common Snail, and does not

with its Foam or Slime foul the Place over which it pailes.

When the Soldier is taken, it grows angry, and makes a

Noife. When it is put near the Fire, it forfakes its Quar-

ters ; if its Shell is prefented to it, to enter it again, it goes

in backwards. My Author adds, (I will give it in his own
Words, becaufe there's fomeching extraordinary in them.)

» When there are many of them met together^ with an Intention

at the fame Time to quit theirforyner Lodgings^ and to take

up new onrsy which they are all much inclined to do^ they

enter into a great Conte/iaiion^ there happens a furious En-
gagementy which is managed with their Claws, till at length

the weaker is forced to fubmit to the victorious, who prefently

poffefs themfelves of the Shells of the vanquijhed, which after'

wards they peaceably enjoy as a precious Conquejl.

'•-84*
'^^^ Reader muft be informed, that the Hiftory of the

Charibbee- I/lands, an Edition of which Mr. Davies put out

in Englijh., is looked upon to be very authentick • and, as

far as we have compared it with Things within our own
Knowledge, the Account is very juft, allowing for the

Diftance of Time ; and if the modern Inhabitants fliould

happen not to meet with thefe Creatures in the Charibbee-

Iflands, they are not therefore to conclude there never were

any of them, but rather that they are cleared by the In-

duftry of their Predeceffors. There are two other Sorts of

fmall Snails, which are very beautiful • one is flat and of a

dark Colour, the other is (harp, and has fmall, red, yellow,

or blew Streaks or Lines.
,

There's
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There's another Infed, called the Flying-Tyger, becaufe

its Body is chequered with Spots of feveral Colours, as the

Tyger's is. It is about the Bignefs of the Horned Beetle.

Its Head is fliarp, and it has two great Eyes, as green and
fparkling as an Emerald. . Its Mouth is armed with two hard

Hooks, extremely fharp, with which it holds faft its Prey,

while it gets out the Subftance of it. Its whole Body is

covered with a hard and fwarthy Cruft, which ferves it for

Armour. Under its Wings, which are alfo of a folid Mat-
ter, there are four leffer Wings, which are as thin as any
Silk. It has fix i^egs, each of which has three Joints, and
they are briftled with certain little Prickles. In the Day-
time it is continually catching other Infeds, and in the Night
it fits linging on the Trees.

The Horn-Fly is a Reptile that has two Snouts, like an
Elephant, one turning upward, and the other downward j

its Head is blew, like a Grafshopper's ; its two Eyes green ;

the upper Side of its Wings of a bright Violet, damasked
with Carnation, with a fmall Thread of Silver j the Colour
io lively and fliining, that Art can never imitate it.

The fame Author, with what Reafon I cannot tell, fays. Hid. f Sjx

there's a certain monftrous Spider in thefe Iflands, fo big,

that when its Legs are fpread abroad, it takes up a larger

Place than the Palm of a Man's Hand. Its whole Body
confifts of two Parts, one of which is flat, and the other

round ; fmaller at one End, like a Pigeon's Egg. It has a
Hole on its Back, not unlike a Navel. Its Mouth cannot
eafily be difcerned, becaufe it is in a manner covered over
with Hair, which commonly is of a light grey, but is fome-
times intermixed with red. It has two Weapons like Tusks,

of a folid Matter, and black, fo fmooth and fhining, that

fome curious Perfons have fet them in Gold for Tooth-
picks ; and Experience, or the Fable, fays, they have a Virtue P- 8^

to preferve from Pain, and all Corruption, thofe Parts that

have been rubbed with them. When thele Spiders are grown
old, they are covered all over with a fwarthy Down, which
is as foft and clofe as Velvet. Their Body is fupported by

ten Feet, that are a little hairy on the Sides, and have below
certain fmall Points or BrifHes, that help them to faften more
eafily on thofe Places on which they climb: All thefe Feet

iflue out of the Fore part of the Infedt, having each of
'

them four Joints, and at the Ends they are armed with a

black and hard Horn, which is divided into two Parts like a

Fork. They every Year fliift their old Skins, as the Serpents

do; as alfo the two Tusks which ferve them for Teeth, and

are their defenfivc Wcappns. Their Eyes are very iitclej

Vol. II. R and
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and lie To deep in their Heads, that Jthey feem to be only two
fmall Points. They feed on Flies, and it has been obferved

that in fome Places their Webs are fo ftrong, that the little

Birds caught in them have had much ado to e;et away.
^•83* The Worm called by the French MilUpied, (thoufand-

footed) and Palmer Worm by the Englijh, has been met
with here : The Number of its Feet is almoft infinite, from
whence it takes its French Name. They are like Briftles

under its Body, and help it to run along the Ground with

incredible Swifcnefs, efpecially when it finds itfelf purfued.

It is about lix Inches long. The upper Part of its Body is

covered all over with fwarthy Scales, which are hard, and
jointed one within another, like the Tiles of a Houfe. It

has a kind of Claws both in its Head and Tail, that fting

cruelly, and with fo much Venom, that the Pain remains

24 Hours, or more, after the Patient has received the Hurt.

We muft take fome Notice of the rare Birds in thefe

Iflands j and many Years fince there was brought from

thence a Bird like a Swallow, only the two great Feathers

of the Tail was a little fliorter, the Beak turned down like a

^ V Parrot, the Feet were like a Duck's ; it was black only

under the Belly, with a little white like our Swallows.

The Fly Catcher is a very pretty Creature, of a fndall

Size, and with four Legs. Some feem covered with fine

Gold or Silver Brocade ; others with a Mixture of green

Cold, and other charming Colours. Thefe Birds are fami-

liar, coming boldly into Rooms, which they clear from
Fhes, and fuch Vermin, and do it with fuch Art and Speed

,

that the Huntfman's Dexterity is not comparable to it; for

they lie down on a Plank, where they hope the Flies will

come, and have their Eyes fixed upon them, putting their

Heads into as many different Poftures as the Flies /hift

Places. They ftand alfo on their Fore-feet, and gape after

their Prey with their Mouths half open. Though a Noife

be made, and one fliould come near them, nothing dif-

turbs them. When they have at laft found their^ Ad-
vantage, they ftart direftly on their Prey, and rarely mift

it. They are fo tame, that they will come upon the Table
while Perfons are eating at it, and attempt to catch Flies

there, or upon their Hands or Clothes. They are very neat

clean Things. They lay fmall Eggs as big as Peafe ; which,

having covered with the Earth, they leave to be hatched by

the Sun. When they are killed, all their Beauty vanishes,

and they become paler. This Animal has fomething of the

Nature of the Camelion ; for it aflumes the Colour of thofc

Things on which it refides s for being about Palm-Trees,

it
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it is green ; about Orange-Trees, yellow j and the like by
other Trees.

If thefe Animals are particular to this, or common to all

the Charibbee-IJlands^ they are fo rare, that the Curious can-
not but be pleafed with our Defcription of thern j and will

not look upon this as a Digreffion from our Hiftory, which
we fhall now continue.

After the Rejlauralion ^ when Trade flourifhed with Peace,

this Ifle enjoyed its Share of the Benefit of it with others,

and encreafed in Inhabitants and Riches. The only Enemy
they had to ftruggle with was the Hurricane, which generally

vifited them once a Year. On the ipth of Auguji^ i66j.
there was a terrible one in this Ifland ; at which Time Sir Lowth. Kr,

Johfi Berry, Captain of the Coronation Man of War, was in
^'' ^* *®^°

the Harbour, with that and feveral other Ships ; of which
one was commanded by Captain Langford, who having

learnt fome of the Prognojiicks of a Turnado from a Cha-
ribbean, perceiving them, he told Sir John, and the other

Commanders, of it j who, depending on his Intelligence,

made their Ships ready for the Sea, and in the Morning
about Four of the Clock, the Wind coming very hard

Northerly, they put to Sea, and came all back within four

or five Days-time fafeto the Road again. Captain Langford
was afhore, and being confident of the Hurricane's coming,

took fuch Care before-hand to fecure his Sugars, and Goods
in the Store-houfe, that when the Hurricane had carried

away the Roof of the Houfe, all, except one Hogfliead of
Sugar, remained fafe.

When Sir JVilUam Stapkton was Governor of thefe Iflands,
•

he ufually made this the Place of his Refidence. Here the

Courts were kept; and the Governor living upon it, moft of

the Affairs of this Government were tranfadted here.

Every one of thefe Iflands have a particular Lieutenant-

Governor, Council, and AfTembly ; and the general Go-
vernment centers only in the Authority of the Captain-

General.

We find a wonderful Loyal Addrefs handed to Court in

King Charles the lid's Reign, to congratulate that Prince on
his efcaping the bloody Effeds of the famous Rye-Houfe Plot.

It was delivered by Colonel Netheway and Col. JeffWfon j

rhe latter defcended from that Jefferfon mentioned in the

Hiftory of St. Chri/lopher's.

On the 28th of March, 1(^85. Sir TVilliam Stapkton

proclaimed King James the lid. at Nevis, with great So-

iemnity. The Provolt Marllial officiated as Sherifl^*, Drums
R 2 , beating



£44- ^^^ Hijlory of Nevis.

beating, and Trumpets founding, attended by VoUies of all

the Ordnance in the five Forts, of the Horfe and Foot,

and the Ships in the Road.

Sir IVilllam Stapleton made Sir James Ruffel Lieutenant-

Governor of this Ifland, and he enjoyed the Place till his

Coramiffion was fuperfeded by that of Captain General,

granted to Sir Nathaniel Johnfon, vs^ho alfo refided at Nevis j

and at this Time none of the Leeward-IJlands flouriflied fo

much as this. It fupplied the others with alraoft all their

Wines and Negroes ; and it is computed to have contained

at that Time near 2000 fighting Men- which will make the

Number of Souls, by common Computation, to be above

loooo, befides Negroes, of which Number there were not

lefs than 20000 ; a prodigious Improvement of an Ifland

fcarce fix Miles long, to maintain between 30 and 40000
Men, Women, and Children. This may feem incredible

at the firfl View, but we fhall give farther Proof of it in,

the Courfe of this Relation.

A dreadful Mortality raged in Nevis, in the Year 1^89.

cfpecially among the Men, which reduced that Sex to the

Moity of its ufual Number, and forced the. Inhabitants to

make their Addrefles to Sir 'Timothy Thornhill; who then lay

at Jntego with his Barbados Regiment, to come down to

Nevis for their Defence ; for the French being then Matters

of St. Chri/iopher's, they expedled every Day to be attacked.

Sir Timothy was loth to venture his Men, during the Violence

of the Diftemper j but hearing it was abated, he removed
thither with his Regiment in November, landed, ai^d en-

camped them on a commodious Plain, clofe adjoining to a

little River.

In the Beginning of December^ a Council of War was^

^ called, at which afliiled,

Chrijiopher Codrington, Efq; Lieutenant General,

Sir Timothy Thornhillj Major General.

Col. Charles Pym, 5 Colonels of the two Nevis Rc-^

Col. Earl^ \ giments.

Col. John Thomas, Lieutenant Col. to Sir Timthy

Thornhill.

Major John Stanley, and other Field-Officers

By whom it was refolved, that the Major General, with

^ 500 Barbadians, and 200 Nevifians, to ufe theTerm of my
Author, lliould go down and attack St. Martin's, and St.

Bartholomew's, two of the Charibbee- IJlands belonging to the

Enemy, where they raifed a Stock, for the Support of their

Sugiaf Mand^T On
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On the I i^oi December Sir T'/wc//';' embarked his Forces

on board a Brigantine^ and nine Sloops, and went aboard

bimfelf the next Day, when he alfo fet fail for thofe Iflands.

On the 1 8th they pait by St. Bartholoinew's^ and about

Four in the Afternoon, being within four ,or five Leagues

of St. Martiti's^ they fpy'd a fmall Sloop ftanding up towards

them ; but upon fight of the Englijh fhe tacked, and puc

into one of the Bays. When they came up with the Bay
where fhe lay. Sir Timothy Thornhill fent Lieutenant Dowden
with three Files of Musketeers, in a Boat, to go up to her to

board her, and if fhe were floating, to bring her out. When
the Boat was got near the Sloop's Side, the Enemy, who lay

hid in the Bulhes on each Side, (the Bay being landlockt)

fired very thick upon the Englijh^ and forced them to re-

treat, two of them being wounded. The Major General
being very defirous to have the Sloop, after it was dark,

fent 30 Men in four Boats and Canoos, u,nder the Command
of Captain Walter Hamilton^ again to attempt the bringing

her out , but the French difcovered them, and fired hotly

upon them. The Canoo v;?hich Captain Hamilton was in,

rowed up clofe to the Sloop, and found her run aground,

the Men being all gone out of her ; fo he was obliged to

leave her, and return to the VefTels. Captain Hamilton re-

ceived two Shots in one of his Legs, four Perfons more
were wounded, but none killed. That Night the Engllfh

flood off and on, as though they defigned to land the nexE

Morning.

Sir Timothy on the 19th called a Council of War, on
Board the Brigantine, by whom it was" determined, firft to

attack St. Bartholomeuj's^ to which Ifland the Sloops flood up
in the Night. The next Mornng, before Day, Major
Stanley landed with 80 Men, notwithftanding the Oppofition

of the Enemy, beat them out of their Breaft-Works, and by
Break of Day he had planted his Colours on a Battery of
twoGuns, which he had taken from thetri. Not long after,

the Major General went afliore with all the Forces, which, he
divided into three Bodies, himfelf leading his own Guard
of Gentlemen Volunteers, and two Companies of P'oor,

through the Middle of the Ifland.

After a Mile's March, the Englifo difcovered a large For-
tification, which appeared to be well man'd : But Sir Timothy

with his Men charging the Enemy refolutely, they quitted it

after 2 or 3 Volleys, and fled into the Woods. The For-
tification was Quadrangular, confifting of about two Acres

of Land, encompafTed with double Rows of Stakes 6 Foot .

iiigh and 4. Foot diftant ; the Intervals being filled with

R 3 Earth,
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Earth, and a wide deep Trench without it. On each Cor-
ner there was a Flanker, in one of which were planted four

great Guns. The Entrance into it was a Lock admitting

but one at a Time. In the Middle of it was the Governor's

Houfe, and a Guard-houfe for the Soldiers, alfo a large Cif-

tern with Store of frefli Water, feven or eight Barrels of

dried Fifh, Bread proportionable, and two Barrels of Pow-
der. It was fituate in a Bottom by the Side of a Lake,

through which the EngUJ}) were to pafs to come at it, and on
the other Side was a very high Hill. After Sir T'nnothy

*rhornhill had entered it, he fent his Secretary Mr, Spencer^

my Author, with 4 Files of Men to gain the Top of the

Hill, which he did, finding it fortified with two great Guns
leaden and prim'd, with the Match lighted, and feveral Bags

of Partridge-fliot lying by them ; but the French were in fo

much Hafte they did not ftay to fire upon him.

About 4, Miles Diftance from the Fortification, on the

Side of a Hill, there appeared a large white Building, refem-

bling a Fort, to which the Major General fent 300 Men, un-
.

der the Command of Col. Charles Pym, with Orders if he
found it ftrong, to fit down before it and wait his coming.
Accordingly a few Hours afterwards he followed Col. Piw,
with the reft of the Forces, having left a fufBcient Guard in

the Fortification.

When Sir 'Timothy Thornhlll came up to it, he found it to

be only a Stone Platform laid flielving, for the Conveyance of

Rain-Water into a Ciftern. The Reader fhould know the

Occafion of thefe Ciflerns, which is, the Iflands being defti-

tute of Rivers, Wells, or other Conveniences of frefli Wa-
ter, it forces the Inhabitants to make Ufe of all Opportuni-

ties to catch the Rain, each Houfe being furniflied with one
or more of thefe Cifterns, fome of them capable of hold-

ing 14 or 18 Tuns of Water. Here the Major General

encamped that Night, and the next Day marched back to the

Fortification.

On the 22d Day of December two French Captains came
in with a Flag of Truce, bringing Articles from their Go-
vernor, upon which they offered to furrender themfelves.

Sir Timothy returned an Anfwer in Writing, and fent it by

two Gentlemen who fpoke French^ amounting to a Denial

of his Propofals : For he replied, if he and the Inhabitants

came in with their Arms in two Days, he fhould find the

Major General was a Gentleman : But if he flood out longer

lie was to expect no Quarter.

The two EngUJhmen who went to the Governor returned
"^^ ehe fame Day, and brought his Aijfwer, That in ^ Days

TimQ



'The Hiftory of Nevis. 247

Time he would come in, but it could not be fooner, becaufe

fome of the Inhabitants were hid in the Woods, to whom
before that Time he could not communicate his Defign.

The two following Days the EngUJ}) marched round the

Ifland, burning all the Houfes as they part along The

French fired upon them from the Woods in iome Places, but

did no Damage. On the Day appointed the Engiijh fpied a

Flag of Truce coming towards them with the Governor,

and a great Company of the inhabiranrs. Upon which the

Major General leaving his own Company of Guards in the

Fortification, and the reft of his Forces drawn up round ir,

fent the two Gentlemen who had before been with the Go-

vernor to meet him. At the Entrance into the Fortificanon

he was received by Lieutenant Colonel John Thomas, who

conduced him to the Major General, who fat in ihe Houfe;

a poor one indeed, but itferved the French Governor's Turn :

It rather refembled a Pigeon Houfe than the Pavilion {as the

French term it) of a Governor, it confiding only of one

Room, about 12 Foot fquare below., and another above.

The Governor was accompanied by a Frier and fome of

his Officers, who were all very civilly received bv Sir Timoihy.

The Pnfoners were between 6 and 700 Men, Women, and

Children. The Men were fent as Prifoners to Nev'is^ with

the Live-Stock, Negroes, and Merchandize. The Women
and Children were tranfported to St. Chrijiopher's. Sir

Timothy reftored the Governor his Horfe, Arms, Apparel,

and fome of his Negroes, and permitted him to lend them

alfo to St. Chrijiopher's. There were but 10 Men of all the

Engli/h killed and wounded in this Enterprlze.

While Sir Timothy Thornhill ftaid upon St. Bartholomew's,

8 or 9 Sloops came to him from fome of the neighbouring

Illands, with about 50 Men to reinforce him. Upon this he

fent the Brigatitine with 9 Sloops, under the Command of

Captain IValter Hamilion, to alarm thellland of St. Martin's,

and make a falfe Attack on the Windward-fide. Captain

Hamilton failed on the 19th of January -^
and the fame Day

the Major General embarked all his Men, and failed at

Night for the fame Illand, Where he and his Forces landed

the next Morning on the Leeward Side without any Oppofi-

tion ; the Enemy having drawn all their Forces to the other

Side of the IQand,

About 20 of the French that were pofted in a Breaft-Work

on that Side fired once, and then quitted it. When Sir Ti-

mothy's Men were all landed, they marched entirely through

the Body of the Country, and after two Miles March, were

R 4 drawn
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drawn up in a convenient Plain, the Enemy being m Sight
and, as they thoughc, advancing towards them.

After they had continued an Hour in this Pofture, the
French retired and burnt a great Building upon a Hill, about
a Mile diftant, which feemed to be a Fortification. Upon
which the Major General marched up to it with all his Forces,
but found it only to be a large Houfe which they burnt, be-
caufe it fhould not ferve the Englijh for Shelter. However,
the Stone-Walls that remained ftanding proved ferviceable to
them, in covering them from their Shot.

There was a large Ciilern of Water here, but the French
had rendered it unfit for Drinking, by throwing Salt into it.

They aUb poifoned an adjacent Pond with Tobacco.
The Englijh had not been long here, before the French be-

gan to fire upon them from a Breaft-Work, where they had
two great Guns planted a Quarter of a Mile off, there being
a Valley between them; on the left Hand low and bufliy
Ground, and on the Right a Ridge of Mountains, with a
very thick Wood.

Sir Tmothy Thornhill fent Captain Burt with a <l!ompany
of Men to gain the Top of the Mountain, which had the
Command of the Fort he was at. That being done, he left

joo Men there under the Command of Capt. Geoffry Gibhs^
to maintain that Poft, and marched back into the Plain with
the reft of his Forces to fecure the Avenues, and hinder the
Enemy from coming upon the Backs of the Englifh.

Being come into the Plain, himfelf with feveral Officers,
and about loo Soldiers went to drink at a Well; where when
they were drinking, they received a Volley of about 3 o Shot
from the Enemy, who lay hid in the Woods; yet there was
but one Man hurt tho' they all flood clofe together. After
which Major John Stanley was fent with a Party to fcour the
Woods, which he did, beating them from two ftrong
Breaft-Works they had upon a Saddle^ between two Hills
(oppofite to thofe the Englijh had before gained :) In which
Works Major Stanley ported himfelf. The PaflTages being
both Ways fecured. Sir Timothy Thornhill encamped that
Night with the main Body of his Forces in the Middle of a
Plain ; and the next Morning his two Brafs Field Pieces with
Carriages, and two Iron ones without, were brought afhore.
The Iron ones were planted in the Plain, but the Brafs ones
were drawn up to the burnt Houfe ; whither Sir Timothy Thorn-
M/ removed his Camp: And about three in the Afternooam thesiftof January^ they began to play on the Enemy.

In die Evening Captain Bartholomew Sharp was fent with
«ne Company of Men to cut a Path thro' the Wood, that
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the Englijh might make an Attack on the Enemy, that Way

:

For in the Valley they had 4 great Guns planted diredlly in

the Road; but being without Carriages, they could not
bring them to bear upon the Englijl) as they lay encamped.

Captain Sharp was difcovered before he had made any
Progrefs in his Work, and fo hody dealt with that he was
forced to retreat. The French kept firing all Day upon the

Englift) from their Breaft-Work, both with their great Guns
and fmall Arms; but in the Night they filently quitted it.

The next Morning Sir Timothy left Lieutenant 'James

Sfnith^ with 30 Men at the burnt Houfe, marched to the

Breaft-Work and demolifhed it ; as alio their Line, which
ran down to a Well in the Valley near their 4 great Guns.
A Mile oflF of this he came to a fine Plain, encompaiTed

with Orange and other Fruit Trees where he encamped.
Here was Store of Cattle grazing and fome Houfes, where
the Englijh took fome Prilbners ^ from whom they under-

jftood the Enemy had had near 20 Men killed and wounded.
The Major General left Mr. Spencer in the Plain with ^

Guard to take Care of the Plunder, and marched with the

main Body of his Forces againft the Enemy's chief Fore about ~

two Miles diftant ; which he took without any Lofs, having

but one Man wounded in the A6lion. Indeed the Enemy
quitted it after one or two Volleys. It corafifted of 5 great

Guns mounted on a Platform without Carriages, with Banks
of Earth thrown up.

After he had nailed down the Guns, he proceeded in his

Alarch about four Miles farther, and then encamped in a plea-

fant Valley, where were a Houfe and Garden belonging to a
Frier. There he found the Governor's Horfe faddled and

bridled, he having left him and fled into the Mountains with

the Inhabitants.

The fame Day being the 23d of January^ Major Stanley

marched over the Hills, on the other Sideof thelfland, and en-

gaged a Party of the Enemy, beating them out of a Breaft-

Work and demolifliing it. At Night he returned to his Poll

on the Saddle.

The 24th Sir Timothy Thornh:II continued his March round

the Ifland without Oppofition ; and at Night returned to the

Burnt-Houfe, where he again encamped, and ordered the

Plunder to be removed thither.

On the 25th the EngUJ}) faw three great Ships, a Brigantine

and a Sloop ftanding in with the liland^ and underftood, by

fome Prifoners, that Monfieur Du Cafe was come dowo
from St. ChriJ{opher% with 700 Men, commanded by the

Governor of that Ifland.

The
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The Major General immediately commanded away Guard*

to all thofe Bays where he rhoughc che Enemy would land ;

bur they feeing che Ergli/h Sloops perceived he was already

upon the Ifland, and fo came not to an Anchor, but gave

chafe to thofe iloops, which made the beft of their Way to

get clear. One of them being in great Danger, ran afhore

to prevent being taken, but was bawled otl^ again by the

Enemy, who found no Men in her, for they had all got off.

The Mafter of one of the Sloops being at the Camp when
the Prifoners were brought in, who gave this Account, Sir

Timothy difpatched him with an Exprefs to the Lieutenant

General then at Antego^ to acquaint him with the Condition

the Englijh were in, and dedre him to fend Ships to their

AlTiftance.

Du Cajp ftood off and on all Night, and in the Morning
coming clofe in with the Shore, fired feveral Guns to give

the Inhabitants Notice of his Arrival. About Noon he

came to an Anchor before the Windward Part of the Ifland,

banking oat bloody Colours.

The Inhabitants encouraged by the coming of thefe Ships,

came down out of the Mountains, and finding their Fort

unmaned they again took Pofleffion of it, replanting and

drilling their Guns. In the' Night Du Cajfe landed his Sol-

diers. Of which the Major General having Advice, he

brought his Field-Pieces from the Burnt-Houfe into the

Plain, and planted them on the right and left Wing of the

Body which was there encamped j the Iron Pieces being

planted before towards each Road. He placed ftrong Guards

upon the Saddle at the Burnt-Houfe, and the^ Mountain

which commanded it.

In this Pofture of Defence he continued the 27th, 28th,

and 29th of January^ the Enemy not daring to attack him,

tho' they had received a farther Reinforcement of 3 Ships,

and more Men from St. Chriftopher's.

On the 30th of January in the Morning, Col. Hevoetfon

arrived from Antego with 3 Ships, which the Lieutenant

General had fenr to Sir Timothy Thomhill's Afliftance.

The French Ships at Anchor, perceiving Englijh Colours,

weighed and ilood out to meet them. About Noon they

engaged, and after four Hours Difpute with little Damage on
the Side of the Englijh^ the French bore away j the Englijh

Ships alfo (landing off all Night, but in the Morning on the

3 ill: of January they returned. The French Ships alfo ap-

peared in Sight, but kept ofF at a Diftance. The Major Ge-
neral having fent the Plunder and Field-Pieces on board, or-

dered all his Out- Guards to quit their Foils, and march down

^ into
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into the Plain in order to embark, which the Enemy per-

ceiving, they marched down alfo, and both Parties engaged

to the great Lofs of the Frenchy who were beaten into the

Woods and fled in Confufion.

Sir Timothy Tkornhill afterwards made an honourable Re-
treat, and embarked fafe with all his Men, except about 10
who were killed in the whole Action ; and 3 who were taken

Prifoners by being alleep in one of the Breaft-VVorks, when
the Englifl) quitted them. One of them made his Efcape,

got down to the Sea- fide, and a Boat went and brought hira

pfF clear. The other two were afterwards exchanged. There
were about 20 Men wounded, who with the reft arrived

iafely at Nevis on the 2d of February.

After the Major General's Regiment returned to Nevis,

the Inhabitants confidering the Service they had done,

and their VVillingnefs to continue there in their Defence a-

gainft the expedled Invafion of the French at St. ChriJiopher\

in the Month of April 16^0, allowed that Regiment Pay 6
Months, except the Englifh Fleet fhould arrive j and if it did

arrive, allowed them one Month's Pay after their Arrival.

The Inhabitants of this Ifland could not have done more
prudently, for their'Danger was very great from the Neigh-
bourhood of St, Chrij}opkerh^ where 5 Men of War more
were arrived from Europe ; and it was reported, the Enemies
were drawing their Forces together to attack Nevis ; but the

Lieutenant General had, with Sir Timothy ThornhiU\ Regi-

ment, 1200 Men very well armed to defend the Ifland, there

being two Nevis Regiments then on Foot, Col. Pynis and
Col. Earl's^ of 300 Men each. The Forts, Lines, and
Breaft-Works were alfo in very good Repair, and the Men
in fuch Heart, that nothing was talked of, but rooting the

French Intereji out of theje Parts of the fVorld, as foon as

the Fleet arrived that was expedtcd from England^ which
happened in func following : Then Preparations were made
with all poflible Difpatch for an Expedition againfl: St. ChriJ-

topher's^ in which all the Leeward-IJIands belonging to the

Crown of England were concerned. They all fent their

Quota's of Men to Nevis^ which was appointed to be the

Place of general Rendezvous, it lying moft convenient for

that Purpofe.

On Monday the r6th of June^ 16^0, Col. Codringtofiy

who had now received a CommifTion from King William and
Queen Mary^ to be Captain General and Commander in

Chief of all their Leeward-I/lands, ordered a general Mufter

m the Ifland of Nevis of all the Forces raifed for the Ex-

pedition
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pedltlon agalnft St, Chri/iopher\ and there were found to be I

3000 Men, according to the Mufter Rolls then given in, viz.

In the Duke of Bolton's Regiment, commanded

)

. .

by Lieutenant General Holt, f 7°^ ^^e^-

In Major General ThornhUrs, commanded by 1 ,

,

Sir Timothy Thornhill himfelf,
*

J ^°° ^^'^°-

In the Antego Regiment, commanded by Col. ? a/t «
miliams. Governor of that Ifland, S 4°^ ^V-^«"-

In the Montferrat Regiment, commanded byZ ^yr

Col. Blackjione, Governor of that Ifland, ^ ^°° ^^^^"'

In the two Nevis Regiments, commanded by Col.Z ^ , ,_
Pyrn^Xi^Qo\.Earl, J doo Men,

In the Marine Regiment, being a Detachment -\

out of the Men of War, under the Com- C 400 Men.
mand of Col. Z^^zf/'/?, Capt. ofthe JJJi/iance,y

In the Captain General's Life-Guard, under thej Men"
Command of Col. Byanty f

^°°

3000 Men.

On the 17th and 1 8th of June, the Forces were embark'd,

and on the 19th failed from Nevis under Convoy of Capt.

Jfright, Commodore of the Squadron of Men of War that

was arrived from England. We fliall give a farther Account

of this Expedition, when we treat of St. Chrijlopher's.

Some Time before the Forces and Fleet arrived from

England, viz. on Sunday the 6th of Jpril, about 5 a Clock

in the Evening, a ftrange hollow Noife was heard for fome

few Minutes, which was thought to proceed from the great

Mountain in the Middle of this Ifland. The Inhabitants

were fuprized and amazed at it • and immediately after, to

their greater Amazement, began a mighty Earthquake, with

fo much Violence, that almoft all the Houfes in Charles-

Town, which were of Brick or Stone, were in an Inftant

levelled with the Ground, and thofe built of Timber fliook

:

Every Body made what Hafte they could to get out of them.'

In the Streets the Ground in feveral Places clove about a

Foot afunder, and hot ftinking Water fpouted out of the

Earth to a great Heigth. The Sea left its ufual Bounds for more
than the third Part of a Mile, infomuch that very large Filh

lay bare upon the Shore; but the Water prefently returned

again, and afterwards the fame ftrange Motion happened fe-

veral Times, but the Water retired not fo far as at firft.

The Earth in many Places was thrown up in great Quantities,

and Thoufands of large Trees went with it, which were

4. burkd
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buried and no more feen. 'Tis ufual almoft at every Hourfe
in this Ifland to have a large Ciftern to contain the Rain
Water, of about 9 or lo Foot deep, and 15 or 20 Foot
Diameter ; feveral of which, with the Violence of the Earth-
quake, threw out the Water 8 or 10 Foot high, and the
Motion of the Earth all over the Ifland was fuch, that nothing
could be more terrible.

Several Sloops that pafled from this Ifland to jintego felt it

at Sea, beiween St. Lucia and Martintco^ in their Way to
Barbados^ the Agitation of the Water being fo violent, that

they thought therafelves on Rocks and Shelves, the Veflels
Shaking as if they would break in Pieces.

Others pafling the uninhabited Ifland, or rather Rock,
called RedundOf found the Earthquake fo violent there that

a great Part of that rocky Ifle fplit and tumbled into the Sea
where it was funk, making as loud a Noife as if feveral Can-
non had been fired. A very great Cloud of Dufl: afcended
into the Air at the Fall. Two very great Comets appeared
in thefe Parts of the World, and in an Hour and a Quarter's
Time the Sea ebbed and flowed thrice to an unufual Degree.
There happened nothing remarkable here from this Time to
the Peace of Refzvyckei which reftored Peace alfo to the Eu-
ropeans in America.

The Reader may obferve, that the Ifland of Nevis raifed

^00 Men for the publick Service againfl: St. Chrijlopher's, and
we cannot fuppofe they were above one third of all the fight-.

ing Men; if fo, there mufl: be 1800 Men in the Ifland, af-

ter fo many had been fwept away by a Mortality among
them: And it is very probable, theNumber might be 25000,
when the Ifland was in its moft flourifliing Condition j in

fuch Cafe, the Number of lighting Men, old Men, Wo-
men and Children, mufl: be 11 or 12000, which will make
this little Ifle very populous.

The War and Sicknefs having depopulated it, Kincr ^7/-
lianiy for its Security, ordered Col. ColUngivoou's Regiment
of Foot to embark aboard the Ships under the Command of
Rear-Admiral Bembowy who arrived at Nevis the i2ih of
January i6^%^ and Part of that Regiment was quartered

here. The Seamen, the Soldiers, and the Inhabitants were
then in good Health.

In the fame Year, Col. Chrijiophcr Codrington^ Jun. fuc-

ceeded his Father (who was lately dead) in the Government
of thefe Iflands; who, on the Death of King WiluatHy
having received Orders for proclaiming her prefent Majefly

Queen Anne^ he commanded the Forces that were in Ntvis

to be drawn u^ 00 the Shore towards the FreuQh Vvii of
"^

'

sc:
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St. Chrijiopherhy and the Forces in that Ifland to draw out

facing their Fort alfo. Himfelf went on Board the Frigats

attending this Government, waited on by i2 Sloops andBri-

gantines, and held in pretty near the French Town of Baffe

Terre to proclaim the Queen aboard, he being Vice-Admiral

•of thefe Seas. Upon a Signal given, her Majefty was pro-

claimed firft at Nevis : The Fire of the Cannon began at the

Windermoft Part of the Ifland, paffed on through the feve-

ral Forts and Platforms along the Shore, 1 5 ftout Merchant
Ships in the Road rook it from them, and the Frigats fucceed-

cd, being between the two Iflands, and the Artillery at St.

Chri/iopher's took it from the Frigats. This was done thrice,

and her Majefty's Companies of Foot, with the Militia of
both Iflands in two Lines, made as many running Fires,

As foon as the War broke out, this Ifland and Antego fitted

out feveral Privateers to cruize on the French Coaft, and they

were very fuccefsful in fecuring their own Trade and en-

damaging the French : But the Inhabitants of this Ifland paid

feverely afterwards for this Succefs. The French^ in the

Year 1705, made great Preparations to attack the Englijh

Charibbee- Iflands^ and threatened Barbados itfelf; but that

Ifland being too ftrong for them, the Storm fell upon 'the

Leeward-IJJands^ and upon Nevis in Particular. The Ene-
my's Squadron confiflied of 12 or 14 Men of War, under

the Command of Monfieur Ibberville. Their Land Forces

were at leaft 3000; and having made a Defcent upon St.

ChriJlopher''s^ they came before Nevis the zifl: of March^
where they landed their Troops by Night. The Inhabitants

had Notice of their coming, and prepared as well as they

could for their Defence: They armed fome of their Ne-
groes, but that did them more Mifchief than Good. Being

over-powered by the Numbers of the Enemy, they fled to

the Mountain. The French^ fearing they fliould never ma{^

ter the Ifland unlefs they could reduce the Blacks, tempted

them by fair Promifes to lay down their Arms, aflliring them
they fliould live as well as their M afters ; and not a little flat-

tering them with Hopes of Liberty, or at leafl: a very pleafant

and eafy Servitude. Upon which thofe falfe Slaves fubmitted,

and the French marching to attack the Englijh in the Moun-
tain, the latter beat a Parly, and a Capitulation was con-

cluded on the 24th of the lameMon^h by which they were

to be Prifoners of War, but to remain in the- Ifland, pro-

curing a like Number of French Prilbncrs to be releafed by

Way of Exchange, either in Amn ic: or in Europe. In the

mean Time they were to be civilly ufed, and their Houfes

and Sugar-Works prefervedi but the Enemy broke (evera!

Articles
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Articles of the Capitulation, contrary to the Law of Nati-

ons and the Ufage of Arms, treating the People moft bar-

baroufly, and burning their Houfes and Sugar-Works. By
Threats and Barbarity they forced feveral of them to ilgn a

fecond Agreement the 6th of April 1706, promifing the

Enemy in fix Months Time to fend down to Martinico a cer-

tain Number of Negroes, or Money in Lieu of them. After

which they left the Ifland, carrying away about 3 or 4000
Negroes, whom they made believe they were going to the

French \{[2nds to live at Eafej whereas when they had them
aboard, they ihut them faft down in the Hold, and gave ouc

they would carry them to the Spanl/h Wejl-Indies, and fell

them to the Mines as they intended, and really did. One
of thefe Negroes, making his Efcape to Land, informed thofe-

that remained there, how bafely the French had dealt by them.

Upon which the Blacks took Arms, fell on the French in the

Ifland, cut their Throats, and in Part revenged their Mafters

for what they had fufFered by them.

The Agents for NeiJts and St. ChriJiopher*s at London^

folicited the Lords of Trade, i^c. to have a Confideratioa

for their Loffes, which they reprefented to be feveral hun-

dred thoufand Pounds; and in order to it, thofe Lords (enc

one of their Clerks to the Leeward-lflands^ to take an exa<ri:

Account of the Damage fuftained by this Invafion.

The People of this Ifland met with as terrible an Enemy
this Year 1707 in a Hurricane, which almofl: entirely de-

ftroyed their Sugar-Works, threw down their Houfes, tore

up their Trees and Plants by the Roots, and \^h them in a

moft miferable Condition,

When Col. Park arrived at the Leeward-IJIands he flay-

ed here fome Time, and called an Aflembly 'Tis faid

there has been fome Differences between him and them, and

fome Mal-Adminiftration, but having not the Certainty

and Particulars of thole Matters, we fliall fay no more of

them, nor of the Succefs of the Reprefenration of the

Ifland to be compenfated for their Damages. 'Tis not likely

fo great a Sum fhould be given them, while the Britijh Em-
pire is at fuch prodigious yearly Expences to maintain the

War againft the common Enemy. What may be done for

them in Time of Peace will come eafily ^ till then we fear

they muft look on their Lofles as a Debt, but as uncertain a

'One as fome Debts owing in the Leeward-IJIands to the Mer-
chants in London,

Under Col. Park^ Captain General of this and the other

Leeward-JJlandsj are the following Miniflers and Officers in

Nevis^
Lieu-
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Lieujenant Governor, Walter Hamilton^ Efqj

William Burt, Efq; Prefident.

yohn SmergWy Efq; ">

jizarias Pinney, Efqj

James BevoHy Efq;

William Butler, Efq;

William Ling, Efqj

Daniel Smithy Efq;

Richard Abht, Efq;

Philip Broome, Efq;

Thcmas Bufler, Efq;

Thomas Belman, Efq;

Laurence Broadbelt, E(q;

J<?;?zfJ MelUken^ Efq; J

Speaker of the Aflembly, Samuel Brown, E{q;

Chief Juftice, Thomas Belman, E(q;

Colonel of the Militia Regiment, Col. Richard Ahbod

Judge of the Admiralty, Thomas Belman, Efq;

Secretary, Michael NowelU Efq;

Comraiflioner and CoUedor of the Cuftoms, y^A^ ^or*-

wflCi/, Efq;

Provoft Marihal, Mr. Thomas JPenlow, Deputy. ,

Tho' Col. Park could not have been long in his Govern-

ment of the Leeward- Iflands, yet it appears by what Infor*

mation I had of his Government even 30 Years ago, that it

gave Difcontent to the People he vs/as to govern, almoft aa

foon as he came among them ; but the Council and Aflembly

in their Addrefs to Queen Anne upon his being killed in Aw
iego fay, they never complained of him, and do as good as own,

his Death was occafioned by his Mal-Adminijhration, their own
Words with this foftning only, as they fay at Antego. Nei-

ther do they fay, they abhor the Rebellion of thofe People and

the Murder of Mr. Park, but they abhor and deteji all vio'i

lent Proceedings, Murders and Rebellions, and difown any

manner of Concern in the heinous Crime at Antego. CoU
Walter Hamilton, General of the Leeward-IJJands after Col,,

Park's Death, received the News of it in this Ifland, where

.

he had married the Lady Stapleton, Relid of Sir William.

Stapleton, General of thefe Iflands, and famous in them for

nothing more than procuring that excellent Addrefs to Kin^

Charles II. on his miraculous Efcape of the Rychoufe Plot^

Col*
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Col. Hamilton did not at all encourage Addrefles to Queen
jinney in Abhorrence of his Predeceflbrs untimely End ac

Antegc^ probably that was the Reafon of the Softnings in

that of Nevis^ figned by

The Council. The AfTembly.

Daniel Smithy Efq; Prefident. John Symonds, Efqj Speaker.

Col. Richard Abbot, Mr. Samuel Gardiner.

John Bevan, Efq; Mr. yobn Builer.

Azarlas Plnney^ Efq; Mr. John Horn.

Laurence Broadbelt, Efqj Mr. Richard Broadbelt,

yohn Norwood, Efq; Mr. Solomon Ifrael.

John Rlchardfon., Efq- Mr. John Smith.

JUlchael Smithy Efq; Mr. Thomas Bridgwater,

Robert Ellis, Efq; Mr. Roger Pemberton.

Charles Bridgwater, Efq; Mr. Michael Williams.

This Addrcfs, according to Mr. French, was offered to Ge-
neral Hamilton to be figned by him, but initead of figning it,

he reproved them for fo doing.

As we have mentioned the Succeflion of Generals of the

Leeward-Ijlands in Antego, which of late has been moftly

their Place of Refidence, and in that Chapter and others,

treated at large of the Sugar, Produ£t and Trade, all which
are much the fame here as in the other Iflands, we have no-
thing to enlarge upon in this. Theprefent General William

Matthews, Efq; made fome Stop at this Ifland at his firft

coming to the Government. He fummoned the Council

and Aflembly, and, which probably was the chief Bufinefs, re-

commended to them the Salary Affair : Some of the lower

Houfe were for fettling 400 /. a Year upon him, fome 300 /.

others (who were for fixing no Settlement at all) propofed

1000 /. and one 1500 /. a Year. After long Debate it was

carried for 300 /. per Ann. to be paid in Money or at the

Country Produce at Currency. This not giving Content,

the Council propofed to the AfTembly at their next Meeting
to enlarge the Settlement, but the AfTembly would not hear

of ir.

The ^00 /. is to be raifcd on Slaves (the Number of which

isfaid to be near 7000) at i j. 6 d. per Head, which amount-

ing to more than ,00/. the Overplus was to defray fome

Charge, together with the Rent of an Houfe for the Gover-

nor's R'rcep'ion for the I ft Year, at 100/. which by the A6t

that grants the Settlement, is limited to one Year only.
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St. C H R I S T P H E R's.

CONTAINING

' An Account of its Difcovery, Settlement, Events,

Climate, Soil, Produd, Trade and Inhabi-

tants, CJ3aribbea?is and Rnglijh.

THIS Tfland is called Liamulga by the Savages,

and was difcovered by Chrijiopher Columbus^ ia

the firft Voyage he made to America. He gave it

the Name of Sr. Chrijlopher^s^ not from his own,

but from the Figure of its Mountains j there being in the

upper Part of the Ifland a very high Mountain, which bears

as it were on its Shoulders another lefs Mountain, as St.

Chrijiopher is painted like a Giant, with our Infant Saviour on

his Back.

*Tis in the Latitude of 17 Degrees, and 25 Minutes on
this Side the Line, and about 75 Miles in Circuit.

The Charibbeans^ who are the Indigenes of the Ifland,

and pofleffed it before the Difcovery of the IVeJi-Indies., in-

habited it when Sir Thomas Warner, an EngUJh Adventurer,

came thither.

Monfieur Defnambue, a French Gentleman, of the ancient

Houfe of Vauderop^ who commanded for the French in

America, arrived at St. Chrijiopher''s on the fame Day with

Sir Thomas Warner^ and both took Poflellion of the Ifland

in the Name of their refpeftive Matters, that they might
have a Place of fafe Retreat, and a good Haven for the Re-

ception
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ceptlon of fuch Ships of both Natio'ns as fliould be bound
for America^ it being well ftored with Harbours. The Spa-
niards ufed to put in there in their JVeJi India Voyages, to

take in frefli Water • and they were in fo good Terms with

thcCharibbeans^ that fomctimes they left their Sick there, to

be looked after by them.

Thefe two Gentlemen confidering, that by poCTeffing

themfelves of this Ifland, they fhould very much incommode
the Spaniards^ refolved to leave Colonies of both Nation^
here j and without entering into Difputes about who came
firft, ^id wiohad the beft Title to the whole, they agreed to

divide the Ifland between them. They accordingly became
Mafters of it, and forced the Inhabitants to fubmit : But
before they left it, having caufe to fear there might be fome
fecret Intelligence between the Indians and the Spaniards,

the Charibbean Magicians having advifed the Savages to take

their Opportunity, and cut the Throats of all the Europeans^

the Englifb and French fell upon the moft faftious of the Na-
tives by Night, killed them, and drove the reft out of the

Ifland. Then the two Gentlemen left fome of their Men
upon the Place, and returned, Sir Thomas Warner to Eng-
land^ and Monlieur Defnambue to France^ for Recruits.

Their Mafters approved of their Condu<5t, and fent them S'r thd.

back with Supplies of Men and Provifions, and Commif-^^^';""^^

fions to be Governors of the new Settlements.

Monfieur Robbe in his Account of St. ChriJiopher\ fays,Robbe, p.

Monfieur Defnambue found feveral EngUjh and French Fu-^^^- 4 "^^^^

gitives upon the Place when he came thither ^ to whom he

propofed to eftablifh a Colony, and they confenting, cbo.^e

him for their Governor : Which Defign, on his Return to

France, he communicated to Cardinal Richlieu ; by whofe
Means an American Company was fet up in the Year \G2.6.

And Captain Warner^ who was there at the fame Time,
on the like Occafion, gave Rife to a like Company in England.

This Company continued in Franc* till the Year i()5i.

when they fold St. Chrijiopher's, and the other Iflands, to the

Knights of Malta. But in the Year iC6^. the Wcji India

Company, by the" King's Orders, bought out the kft Pro-

prietors, and are ftill in PofiTeflion of thole Iflands.

Sir Thomas Warner and Monfieur Defnambue failed in the

Year \G2.6, and the latter arrived there about famiary,

162J. having liad along fickly Voyage. The French were

about 300 in Number; The Englif) Colony as many. Sir

Thomas had proceeded a good way in his Settlement before

Monfieur Defnambue arrived ; and the two Governors, to

prevent Differences among their People, about the Limirs of

S 2 their
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their Territories, figned Articles of Divifion, on the 13th of

May^ 1627. They then fet thofe Boundaries to their feveral

Divifions, which remain to this Day, with this particular

Provifo, that Fifliing and Hunting fliould be equally free to

the Inhabitants of both Nations ^ That the Salt-Ponds, and

moft valuable Timber fhould alio be in common, together

with the Mines and Havens : Alfo a League ofFenfive and

defenfive was concluded between them againft all their

Enemies. After which they fet themfelves to work, each in

his Station, to advance his Settlement.

The Englijh received conftant Supplies of Men ard Pro-

vifions from London ; by which Means they thrived better

than the French^ and not only became ftrong enough to

keep what they had, but to be able to fpare Men for new
Plantations at Nevis^ which Sir Thomas Warner took Pof-

feflion of, and left People upon it for a Settlement, in the

Year 1628. And in that which followed, Don Frederick de

Toledo was fent with a Fleet from Spain of 24. great Ships

of Burden, and 15 Frigats, to difpoffefs the Englijh and

French of the Ifland of St. Chrijiophers.

The Spaniards were alarmed at the Progrefs of the Eng-

lijh in the Charibhee-ljlands^ and thought it concerned the

Safety of their own Plantations to prevent thefe Nations

from fettling in their Neighbourhood.
Don Frederick meeting fome Englijh Ships lying near the

Ifle of Nevis^ feized them, and then came and call Anchor
in the Road of Marigot, under the Cannon of the Bafe
Terre, where MonGeur Rojfey commanded.

Neither the French nor the Englijh Forts were in a Condi-

tion to oppofe fuch an Enemy. Their Stores of Ammuni-
tion fell fhort, and their Numbers were no Match for the

Spanijh Army, had they been never fo well provided with

Powder and Shot. Rojfey, after a fmall Oppofition, aban-
doned the BaJJe Terre, and retreated to Cahes Terre, another

Fort, where Monfieur Defnambue was in Perfon, who could

not prevail with his Men either to defend themfelves there,

or to retire to the Faftneffes in the Forefts and Mountains,
where a few Men might have refifted a thoufand. He re-

monftrated to them, that Don Frederick could not afford to

fpend much Time in following them, for that he was bound
to the Havana, to bring home the Flota : Yet this, and a
great deal more which he faid to them, was to no Purpofe.
Nothing would content them but embarking, and leaving

the Place j which he was forced to comply with : And fo

all the French deferred their Settlement, as did their Allies

the Englijh, who were in a greac Cqnfternation ; and the

Diforder
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Diforder encreafed, upon News of Defnambue's being gone
with his Colony. Some endeavoured to efcape by Sea,

others fled to the Mountains ; and all of them who left, find-

ing it was in vain to relift fuch a powerful Enemy, fent De-
puties to treat with the Spaniards. The Don knowing he
had them in his Power, commanded them, en Maitre, to

leave the liland immediately, or he would put them all to

the Sword. He fent them their own Ships, which he had
taken at Nevis, to embark on, and was perfuaded to give

Leave to thofe to ftay that had not Room in the Ships for

themfelves and their Families, till they could be tranfported.

Upon which Don Frederick weighed Anchor, carried with

him 600 Englijh, who were fitteft for his Service j and he

was no fooner gone, but the Englijh rallied, and refolved to

go on with their Settlement.

The French^ who were got no farther than Antego and
Montferrat^ fent a Ship for Intelligence to St. Chrijiopher's^

and underftanding the Spaniards were gone, and the Englijh

bufy in rebuilding and replanting, rejoiced at this happy and
unexpedled Turn of Fortune, failed back to St. ChriJiopher\

and retook Pofleffion of their former Habitations.

The Englijh continued carrying on their Colony, till they

were in a Condition to fpare more Men for Settlements at

Barbuda^ J\4ontferrat, and Antego ; which Sir Thomas i^ij,

Warner peopled and planted : And the fame Year the Dutch
made themfelves Mafters of St. Eujiace^ and the French

took Poffeffion of fome other Iflands.

The Englijh built themfelves good Houfes at St. Chrijio^

pher's, and had Wives and Families : Whereas the French

contented themfelves with Huts, after the Charibbean Man-
ner. Few of them were married, and confequently took

little Pains to furnifli themfelves with all Things neceflary

and convenient in Life.

Monfieur Defnambue died about the Year i^Jgy. and

Sir Thomas Warner did not long furvive him. Before the

Englijh Governor's Death, the Colony was fo encreafed,

that there were between 12 and 13000 Souls of his own
Nation in the Ifland. He was fucceeded in his Government
by Col. Rich ; who by following his Predeceflbr's Steps, in Cd Rich

well governing the Colony, invited more People to come ^o**'^'"*''

and fettle there.

The chief Employment of the firft Planters was cultivat-

ing Tobacco ; by which they got a competent Livelihood,

but afterwards the Quantity that was made, bringing down
the Price, they fet themfelves in feveral Places to plant Sugar,

Ginger, Indigo, and Cotton ; and in a little Time became

S3 a rich
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a rich and flourifliing People, both French and EngVtJh li-

ving very lovingly together, till the late Wars in Europe

blew up a Flame there, which is likely to end iri the dif-

polTefling of the one or the other of them.

Let us now take a farther View of the Country ; for

which, in the Sequel of our Hiftory, we /hall find a great

deal of Blood (hed by the two contending Nations.

The Ifland is extremely delightful, and the Mountains
lying one above another, afford a lovely Profpeit over all the

Plantations, to the Sea Coafts, all round the Ifland. Be-

tween the Mountains are dreadful Rocks, horrid Precipices,

thick Woods, and hot fulphurous Springs at the Foot of
them, in the South-Weft Part of the Ifland. There's an
Irthmus at the South-Eafl: End, which runs into the Sea,

within a Mile and an half of Nevis j on the fame Shore is

a Sale-Work.
The Air \s good and wholefom, but much difturbed with

Burricanes. The Soil is light, fandy and fruitful, as the

vaft Quantities of Sugar, and other Commodities which it

has produced, fufficiently prove.

This Soil produces Sugar of a finer Grain than that of
Barbados or any other of the Charihhee-Ijlands^ infomuch
that I have been informed that the Mufcovado here turns Out

as fine without claying, as in thofe Iflands it does with it,

which is a vaft Advantage to the Planter, faving a great

jdeal of Wafte and Labour.

The Middle of th*^ Ifland is hardly paffable, becaufe of the

high and craggy Rocks and Precipices in the Mountains,

and the Thickets and Forefl:s, where it is eafy for Companies
of Men to lofe themfelves, though it is to be hoped, that

that Inconvenience will be remedied in Time, the EngUJh
being as dextrous as any People in the World at clearing of
Ways, and felling of Woods.
The Mountains are divided, as it were, into Stories, one

above another. And from the higheft of them the Eye is

wonderfully charmed, to fee the Trees always green, which
are planted round every Ground as Boundaries. The Plan-

tations look like fo many Gardens, and Nature is always

gay and fmiling.

The fine Houfes in this Ifland add to the Beauty of the

ProfpecSb, there being no finer Buildings in America : Many
of them are covered with glazed Slate. The firft that are

mentioned of this kind to be built here, w6re Sir Ti.omas

Warner'^, Colonel Rich's^ his Succeflbr in the Govern-
ment, Mr. Everard'sy and Colonel Jejprfdnh.

The
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The EngUJh, for the Convenience of planting, live fcat-

tered up and down the Country. Their Houfes are of

Cedar, and the Walks and Groves about them of Orange
and Lemons. They are divided into five Parirties, three oa
the South-Side, and two on the North-Side.

In each of which is a very handfom Church wainfcotted

within, and the Pulpits and Pews made of variety of pre-

cious Wood, as Cedar, Ebony, Red-Wood, Brafil, and
others, curious for Colour, and delightful for Scent.

The French built a fine Town, under the Cannon of the

Citadel of Bajfe-Terre, of good Brick, Free-ftone, and

Carpenter's Work. There's a large Church, a Town-houfe,

and an Hofpital. The Church there was formerly in the

Hands of the Capuchins
-,

but in the Year 164,5. upon fome
Diftafte, they were difmifled by the Inhabitants, and Pere du

V'lvier^ with his Jefuits, had. the Superintendency of Eccle-

fiaftical Affairs. The BaJJe-Terre is now an Englijh Town
and Parifli, as that Part which the French pofTelTed is now
entirely EngUp).

The Caftle in this Town where the French Governor re-

/ided, is the moft noble Edifice in the Ifland j but for the

Planters and Merchants Houfes, thofe of the Englijh were

more ftately than the French.

The Rivers are a great Refrefhment to the People and

Country j this Ifland is indifferently well fortified, having

three good Forts and feveral Batteries.

On the Mountain, about three Miles North of Fort-

CharleSj is a Place called the Silver-Mine ; and the People

of the Country fay there is fuch a one, but*lhey have not

Hands, nor indeed Hearts to work it j for their Sugar Plan-

tations turn to fo good an Account, that they do not care

to quit a certain for an uncertain Profit, finding they can

grow rich at a cheaper Rate : And it mufl be confefs'd, that

with due Encouragement our Plantations would bring us in

as much Treafure as the Mines of Peru and Mexico have

brought into the King of Spain's Treafury j for befides his

own Subjeds, the EngliJI}^ French, and Dutch, have al-

ways had more than their Share with him. The Sulphur-

Mine is between Fort-Charles and Point- Sablej near the

Shoar.

The Verge or Out-fides of the Ifland may be travelled

round, the Country being all a Level j but, as has been

faid, fbme Parts of the Middle are inacceflible. It is out

of the Rocks,there that feveral Springs of hot Water illlic,

.and one Part of the Hills goes by the Name of the Sulphur

Mountain.

S.4 The
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The Fort on BrimJJon-Hill mounts 49 Pieces of Cannon,
it contains a Magazine fupplied with 1 8,000 Pounds of Pow-
der, 800 Firelocks, 600 Bayonets and other Military Stores.

Charles-Fort is furnifhed with 40 Pieces of Ordnance and

a fufficient Quantity of Military Stores. Londonderry- Fort^

fituatedon the Eait of the Town Bajfe-Terre, fecures that

Part of the IQand, as do alfo fix Batteries raifed at fo many
Landing-places, in all mounted v/ith 43 Pieces of Ordnance.

The Beafts in this Ifland are the fame with thofe in Bar-

lados^ and the other Charihhee-IJlands ; a few there are

which are more frequently met with here, as the Racquet^

an Animal, whofe Skin is like a withered Leaf, marked with

little yellow or blewifh Points. It has four Feet, the Fore-

moft higheft, has fparkling Eyes, holds up its Head con-

ftantly, and is in continual Motion. Its Tail is turned up

towards its Back, making a Circle and half. It loves to

ilare upon Men ^ and when purfued, puts out its Tongue
like a Grey-hound.

As for Birds, the moft particular are, the Orinocoy a large

Bird, (haped like an Eagle ; his Feathers light grey, fpotted

black, the End of his Wings and Tail yellow, fie never

fets upon Birds, but in the open Air, and thofe who have

Beaks and Tallons like himfelf.

The Craivfoul is another Bird, about the Bignefsof a great

Duck, afli- colour, has a long flat Back, a great Head,

fmall Eyes, and (hort Neck, with a Craw, which will con-

tain two Gallons of Water. They fit upon Trees by the

Sea to catch i^ilh, which they difcover at a great Diftance

;

and are fo intent on their Prey, that they are eafily fliot,

but not eatable.

The Colebry or Huinmhig-Blrd^ is admirable for its Beauty,

Bulk, fweet Scent, and Manner of Life. It is no bigger

than the greateft Sort of Flies, yet fo beautiful, that the

Feathers on the Neck, Back, and Wings, reprefent a Rain-

bow. Under its Neck is fuch a bright red, that it refembles

a Carbuncle. Its Belly is yellow as Gold ^ its Thighs green,

like an Emerald ; the Feet and Beak black, like poliflied

Ebony ; its Eyes like Diamonds fet in an Oval ; its Head of

a fhining green • the Male has a Tuft on his Head, of all the

Colours we have mentioned. He makes a Noife with his

Wings like a little Whirlwind. He fucks Dew from the Flow-
ers, fpreading abroad his little Creft, which looks like fo many
precious Stones, The Female lays but two Eggs, of an
oval Form, as big as a Pea or fmall Pearl : Some Ladies

wear them for Pendants, when dead, though then they lofe

muck of their Beauty. Their Smell is lilce that of the

4 £neit
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fineft Musk. This is alfo found in Virginia^ Barbados^ and
other Places in America.

Before we return to our Hiftory, from which we have

made this long Digreffion, if we may be faid to digrefs in

what we have written of the Product and Country of St.

Chri/kpher\ it will not be improper to fay fomething of the

Charibbeans, who were the Natives of the Ifland.

They are the fame Sort of People with the Inhabitants of -^^ -^«<«'»*

the other Iflands, tradable and credulous. They were willing q,^^^^
errough to live peaceably with the Europeans who firft land- ans.

ed there, and were upon the Place, when Monfieur Def~
nambue came thither j but upon his Landing, their Boyez
or Conjurers, telling them, in a general AfTembly met on
Purpofe, that the Foreigners were come to take away their

Country from them, and deftroy them Root and Branch, it

was refolved to maflacre them, as we have hinted already,

and the EngWJh and French drove them out of Si. Chrtfiopher'5.

After which they had long Wars with both Nations, and
made Defcents on the Iflands they had loft, from thofe to

which they retired.

Thefe Charibbeans^ fay fome Authors, were defcended

from ArouagueSj a People of Guyana:, their Anceftors re-

belling againft their King were forced to fly from the Con-
tinent to the Iflands, which were till then uninhabited.

Our Country-man, Mr. Brig/iocky who travelled much in Dav.

Florida.) and fpoke the Language of the Country, derives

them from the Jpalachites in Florida^ where there is a Na-
tion who to this Day are called Charibbeans, the Ifland of
St. Cruz being the firft: they landed upon after they were
forced, by the Narrownefs of their own Limits, or the

Power of their Enemies, to quit the Continent. Thefe
Jpalachites or Apalicheam are at the back of Georgia^

Carolinay &c.
They are a handfom well fliaped People, not an One-eyed,

lame, crook-backed, bald, or deformed Man to be fecn

amongft them. They are black-haired, and keep it combed
nicely. They pluck up their Beards by the Roots as faft as

they grow. They go ftark naked, both Men and Wo- f. 254..

men ; and the French^ who are a very complaifant People,

to ftiew thefe Barbarians how well bred they are, when
they go among them, ftrip themfelves, to be of the Mode.
They dye their Bodies with a Tindbure, which makes them

red all over. They wear a little Hat of Birds Feathers of

diflFerent Colours, and fometimes a Crown of Feathers.

They make Holes through their Lips, and put a kind of

little Bodkin through them, made of the Bone of fome

Beaft
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Bead or Fifh. Tliey do the fame by their Noftrils, in

which they hang a Ring or Grain of Cryftal, or fome fuch

Toy. The Men wear Bracelets on the brawny Parts of

their Arras, the Women about their Wrifts, They adorn

their Legs with Chains of Roflada, inftead of Garters.

Tbofe of them who have no Acquaintance with the Eu-
ropeans^ commonly wear Whittles about their Necks, made
of the Bones of their Enemies, The moft confiderable of

all their Ornaments arc certain large Medals of fine Cpp-
per, extremely well poliflied, without any graving on them ;

which are made in the Form of a Crefcent, and enchafed

in fome kind of folid and precious Wood. Thefe in their

own Language they call CaracoUs. It is the Livery or

Badge by which the Captains and their Children are diftinguifli-

ed from the ordinary Sort of People. The Women paint

the whole Body, and wear a kind of Buskins, which fall no
lower than the Ankle.

The Charibbeans have an ancient and natural Language,

and a kind of baftard Speech j in which they have inter-

mixed feveral European Words, elpecially Spanijh : The
laft they fpeak among the Cbrijiiansy and the firft among
theraielves. Though the Charibbeans of all the Iflands do
generally underftand one another

j
yet there is in feveral ot

them fome Dialect different from that of the others. Their

Language is extremely fmooth, and has few or no Gutturals.

The Charibbeans of the Wands have a fweeter Pronuncia-

tion than thofe of t'ne Continent.

Some Frenchmen have obferved that they have a Kind of

Averfion for the Englijh Tongue, and carry tlieir Averfion fo

far, that they cannot endure to hear it fpoken.

They are Hiy of teaching their Language to the Europeans^

even after rhey have embraced the Chriilian Religion. The
Men have many ExprefTions proper only to themfelves,

which the Women underftand well enough, but never pro-

nounce : As for Example j Amac a Bed is the Man's Word,
and Nekera z^adi the Woman's j a Bow, QuUaba, the Man's,

Ch'imala the W^oman'sj the Adoon, Nonum^ the Man's,
Kaii the Woman's j the Sun, Hnyeyou the Man's, Kachi the

Woman's ; and many others. The Women have alfo their

Words and Phrafes, which if the Men Ihould ufc they would
be laughed at.

The Savages fay this Diilindion of the Mens and the Wo-
mens Language was occafioned thus: When 'the Charibbeans

came to inhabit thefe Iflands, they v*'ere poffefled by a Nation
of Arouagues^ Vv'hom they abfolutely deilroyed except the

Women, whom they married to repeople the Country- the

Women
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Women retaining their own Language, taught it their Daugh-
ters, and this is pradifed to the prefent Times by Mothers
towards their Daughters : The Male Children thus imitate

their Father's, and the Female their Mother's Speech.

The Charibbeans of the Continent, Men and Women,
fpeak the fame Language. The old Men in the Illands have ^
afFedled Terms and Phrafes not ufed by the young ones.

They have a certain particular Language made Ufe of only
in their Councils of War, which is very founding and full of
Fuftian : The Women and Maids know nothing of it, but:

elfe they underftand the Mens, and the Men their Language
very well, though they do not fpeak it.

They have few Words of Injury, and had none for feveral

Vices, till the Europeans fupplied them with them. Before

they were taught by them, they had no Words for the Vir-

tues, Sciences and Arts. They can name but four Colours,

White, Black, Yellow, and Red, to which they make all

the reft agree.

Of other Nations they fay, the Englijh and Spaniards are

not good at all ; that the Dutch have as much Goodnefs as

a Man's Hand asfar as the Elbow ; but like true Barbarians,

that the French are as both Arms., which they ftretch out to

fhew the Greatnefs of their Worth. A Frenchman tells us

fo, and as all of that Nation are very ready to wrong ours,

fo are they as well difpofed to do themlelves too much
juftice.

The Charibbeans are naturally penfive and melancholy,

but afFed to appear chearful and pleafant, efpecially when
they have drunk a little too freely. They take it as a great

Affront to be thought Savages^ faying, that Term belongs

only to Wild Beafts : Nor do they like the Name of Canni-

bals, tho' they eat the Flefh of their Enemies, which they

fay they do out of Revenge. Perhaps they have learnt fo

much Delicacy from the French, who have converfed with

them more than any other European Nation. They are

pleafed with the Name of Charibbeans, looking on it as an

Acknowledgment of their Generofity and Courage ; for in

the Apalachites Tongue, that Word fignifies as much as war-

like and valiant Men.
They are of a tradable Difpofiticn, and fo compafiionatc

among themfelves, that fome have died of pure Grief, when

they heard any of their Countrymen who were Slaves to Eii-

ropear.s, have been ill ufed by them.

They reproach the Chriftians wv.h their Avarice, for all

theirCare is for moderate Food. They v/o.^dcr the Eurc-

pcuns
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peans prefer Gold to Glafs and Gryftal. They alfo lay In-

jufticeto their Charge, in taking their Iflands from them.

They have not only an Averfion to travelling into any other

Country, bat they would not willingly fuffer any of their

Countrymen to be carried out of their own, yet they are

very curious to fee every Thing a Stranger brings among them.

In their Traffick they are apt to fall off from their Words

;

however, if they are reflefted upon as light and inconftant,

they areafliamed of it.

Theft is a great Crime among them : They leave their

Houfes and Plantations, without any Body to look to them,

and are not atraid of a Thief. If a Knife is taken from

them they mourn for a Week, and are eager to be revenged.

They are very loving one to another till they are injured, and

then never forgive.

Their young Men have no Converfation either with Maids

or married Women. The Men are lefs amorous than the

Women, both are naturally chafte ; and if they had not been

debauched by the Example of the Europeans, Luft would

have been one of the Words which the Charihbeans had no
Term for. The Chriftians have taught them Diflimulation,

Lying, Treachery, Luxury, and feveral other Vices, which

were unknown in thefe Iflands, before they had any Com-
merce with them.

The Savages are civil and courteous to Strangers, fays my
Author j and if they have fo many other good Qualities, why
are they called Savages ? They are very fimple, and fliew it

in nothing more, than in the extraordinary Fear they con-

ceive at the Sight of Firc-Arms, not being able to imagine

how they go off, but believe the evil Spirit Mahoya does it,

who they think eats up the Moon when flie is eclipfed. They
cry Maboya, or the Devil's here, if they fmell any ill Scent.

Not long ago they believed Gun-Powder was the Seed of

fome Herb, and fome were fo foolifli as to fow it. They
reckon Sale prejudicial to Health, and therefore are afraid to

make any. They will not eat Swines Flefli nor Tortoife
j

the former for Fear of having fmall Eyes, and the latter leaft

they might participate of that Creature's Lazinefs and Stu-

pidity
; yet they are fo ftupid, they cannot count a Number

exceeding that of their Fingers and Toes. The Captains,

the Boyez, and the moft ancient among them who have more
Underftanding than the common Sort, count the Months by

Moons, and the Years by the feven Stars, yet there's no
Monument of Antiquity among them. They can't tell how
Jong it is fince their Anceftors left the Continent, nor can

they
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they ever tell what Age they are of, nor give any Account of
the Time when the Spaniards came into their Country.

As to their Religion, they fay the Earth is the indulgent

Mother, who furnifhes them with all Things neceflary to
Life. They hearken to what is faid to them of a God, the

Creator of all Things, and of the Myfteries of Faith j all

the Anfwer they make is. Friend^ thou art a cunning Fellow^

1 wijh I could talk as well as thee.

The Charibbeans of the Continent have no more Religion
than thofe of the Iflands : Some of them have a certain

Refpe6t for the Sun and Moon, yet they do not worship
them. All that looks like Religion among them is, they
have a natural Sentiment of fome Divinity, who is content
quietly to enjoy the Delights of its own Felicity, without be-
ing offended at the ill Adions of Men; that it is endued with
fo great Goodnefs it does not take any Revenge even of its

Enemies, whence it comes that they neither honour nor a-

dore it.

They think there are two Kind of Spirits, fome Good and
fome Evil. The good Spirits are their Gods, and every one
imagines there's one of them particularly defigned for his

Conduit. They fay their Abode is in Heaven, but they

know not what they do there.

When an EhgUJhman or Frenchman., or any other Euro-

pean talks to them of the God that made Heaven and Earth

they reply, True^ thy God made the Heaven and Earth of
England or France, or any other Country which they name,
and caufes thy Wheat to grotv there^ but our God made our

Country^ and caufes our Manioc to grow.

Thus their natural Sentiment of a fuperior Power is inter-

mixed wich fo many Extravagancies, and involved in fuch

Darknefs, that it cannot properly be faid, thefe poor

Wretches have any Knowledge of God.
They have no Temples nor Altars particularly dedicated

to their Gods or good Spirits, but they bring their Offerings

of Cojfava ; and when they think they have been cured by
them of any Difeafe, they make a kind of Feaft in Honour of

them. They invocate them when they delire their Pre-

fence to demand Revenge, to be cured of fome Difeafe to

be adviled in their Wars, or to drive away Maboya^ or thp

evil Spirir ^ and this their Boyex or Prieits do for them.

Every boye-z, has his particular God, which he invokes by the

Singing of certain Words, accompanied with the Smoke of

Tobacco, as a Perfume very grateful to him. The BoyeT, al-

way.s invccate their Gods or rather Devils, by Night ; but all

that is faid of the Spirits entering into the Bones of dead

Men,
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Men, or poffeffing Women to pronounce Oracles, let thofe

report who believe it.

When any of thefe Savages are taken ill, they believe the

Gods of their Enemies fend the Diftemper. They apply to

their Boyez, and they tell them whofe Gods did it, which oe-

cafions Enmity between the Perfons; for there are other

Priefts befides the Popifh, that make it their Bufinefs to fet

People together by the Ears. Their Boyez are alfo Magicians.

As to their Maboyas vifibly appearing among tbem, beating
,

them, and playing other Pranks, we think the Reader would

believe us as filly as thefe Americans^ if we give Credit to it

or reported it, tho' we find it done by other Hiftorians, who
are fond of Miracles,

nris faid the Spirits of Darknefs take Occafion in the

Night Time by hideous Apparitions and dreadful Reprefen-,

tations to frighten the miferable Charihbeans^ that they keep

them in a fervile Fear of their Power, charm their Senfes by
Illufions, and oblige them tofacrifice to them on all emergent

Occafions.

The Charilbeans believe they have every one of them as

many Souls as they feel Beatings of Arteries in their Bodies;

the principal Soul they think is in the Heart, and after Death
it goes to Heaven with ics particular God, who carries it

thither to live in the Company of other Gods ^ and they fup-

pofe it lives the fame Kind of Life as Man lives here oa
Earth. As to the other Souls which are not in the Heart,

they believe fome after Death go and live on the Sea-fide,

and that they caufe VeflTels to turn. The others live in the

Woods and Forefts, and are their Moboyas or evil Spirits.

They are extremely afraid of Thunder and Lightning, and

thofe of them that feem not to be concerned at it when they

are among the Chriftians, have been found to be as much ,

terrified, as the reft, when they have been at Home.
As for their Habitations, they require only a Tree and a

Hedgebili to build them. Their Houfes are near to one ano-

ther, in the Form of a Village, and for the moft Part they

plant themfelves upon fome little Afcent, as well for the

Goodnefs of the Air, as to fecure themfelves againft thofe

peftilent Flies, called Muskettos and Maringoins. They
Jove to dwell near Springs, Broolcg, and Rivers, becaufe of
wafhing themfelves every Morning, before they put the red

Paint on their Bodies.

Their Houfes or Huts are made in an oval Form, of

Pieces of Wood planted in the Ground, over which they

put a Roof of Plantane Leaves or Sugar-Canes, or fome
Herbs ; which they can fo difpofe and intermix one among

3 another.
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abother, that under that Covering which reaches to the

Ground, they are fecured againft Rain and all the Injuries of
Weather. This Roof will laft three or four Years, unlefs

there happens to be a Hurricane. ».

They make Ufe of fmall Reeds faftened a-crofs for Pali-

fadoes. They have as many Partitions under every Cover-
ing as they would have Rooms. A Piece of Matting ferves

inltead of Doors, Bolts and Locks. There's nothing above
their Heads but the Roof itfelf, and the bare Earth only is

under their Feet ; but they are fo cleanly, they fweep as

often as they fee the leaft Filth upon it.

Betides the little Room where they take their Reft and en-

tertain their Friends, every confiderable Family has two other

Jitile Rooms, the one is their Kitchen, the other their Store-

houfe. They have a Sort of Hanging- Beds like Coverlets,

made of Cotton neatly woven, which is faftened to certain

Pillars, and there they fwing as in a Hammock if they pleafe,

or fix them in a fettled Place as they think fit.

They breed great Numbers of Poultry, and have about

their Habitations good Store of Orange-Trees, Citron-Trees,

Guavas, Fig-Trees, Bananas, and other Fruit-Trees.

Their Gardens are full of Manioc Potatoes, feveral Sorts

of Pulfe, asPeafe, Beans, Maize, Millet, and others. They
have alfo Melons, Citrons, Cabbage of very delicious Tafte,

and Ananas.

They often change their Habitations as the Humour takes

them, either on Account of their Flealth or Cleanlinefs, or

the Death of one of the Family. The Men for the mofl

Part fpend their Time abroad, but their Wives keep at

Home, and do all that is requilitc about the Houfe.

The Men hunt and fifh, but the Women fetch Home the

Venifon from the Place where it was killed, and the Fifh

from the Water-lide. They alfo get in Manioc, prepare

the CalTava and the Ouicou, or ordinary Drink, drefs the

Meat, fee the Gardens, keep the Floule and Houfhould-ftuff

clean, paint their Husbands with Roucou, fpin Cotton, and

are continually employed.

In the Iflanids of St. Vincent and Dommico, there are fome
Charibbeans who have many Negroes to their Slaves, Some
of them they got from the EngliJ})^ and fome from SpaniJ)}

Ships caft away on the Coaftsj and the ^lacks ferve them as

obediently as if they were the raoft civilized People in the

World.
The Charibbeans are temperate and cleanly in their Meals,

at leaft the greateft Part of thetn. They often eat publickly

together, the Women never eac till their Husbands have

done.
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done. They patiently endure Hunger, they drefs all their

Meat with a gentle Fire, and are not the worft Cooks in the

World. They commonly eat fitting on low Stools, and

every one has his little Table to himfelf. Inftead of Table-

Cloths they ufe fair and large Banana Leaves newly gathered.

They wafli their Hands before Meals, and before they drefi

their Meat. Their ordinary Bread is a thin Cake, which

they call Caffava^ made of the Manive Root. They have

another Kind of Bread made of Maze, and fome of them
inftead of Bread eat Potatoes,

Their common Food are Lizards, Fifh, Pulfe and Crabs.

Their Defert are Figs, Bananas or Ananas. Sometimes the

Charibheam on the Continent have a deteftable Kind of

Seafoning to their Meat, which is with the Fat of the Arouagues^

their irreconcileable Enemies.

Their Drink is generally Mobby, made of Potatoes boiled

with Water ; as the Oukou is of Cajfavia. In feveral

Places delicious Wine is to be met with, as Palm WinCj
Coufcou and Cane Wine, made of Sugar-Canes ; and there

was more of this Wine made by the Charibheam of St.

Chrijiopher's, than by any other Savages, becaufe this Ifland

abounded moft with Sugar- Canes,

The Europeans have taught them to forfake feveral of
their barbarous Cuftoms, particularly of their Severity to

their Wives; for of late they are feldom feen to fetch

Home the Fifli and Venifon taken by their Husbands, and

when they have been a fifliing, the Husband and Wife eat

together : Befides, the Women go oftner to the Corbet, or

Houfe of publick Feafts and Rejoicings than formerly ; nei- .

ther are the Barbarians fuch Enemies to the Flelh of Tor-
toife, Lamantine, and Swine, as they were before. An In-

ftance of which is reported in a French Hiftory of the Cho'

ribbee-JJlands. A Gentleman of that Nation who lived in

one of them, being vifited by a Cacique or Captain of the

Savages, entertained him and his Company in Jeft, with

Lamantine's Flefh. The Cacique miftrufting the Frenchman

would put a Trick upon him, prayed the Gentleman not to

deceive him j and the other upon his Honour affured him he

would not. Then the Cacique fell to it, and eat heartily.

After Dinner the Frenchman confefled the Deceit, to fee

how the Cacique and his Followers would behave themfelves:

But the Charibbean^ the leaft Savage of the two, replied,

.

IVell Friend^ we Jhallnot die of it: And he and his Follow-

ers put a good Face on the Matter, but went Home refolv-

ing to be revenged. Accordingly fome Time after, the

Cacique invited the Gentleman to an Entertainment at his

Village i
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Village, &nd the latter went .thither attended by fome of his

Countrymen. The Charlbbean gave them a plentiful Feaft,

but had ordered his People to put into all the Sauces fome
Fat of their dead Enemies, of which the chief Charibbeans

are always well provided. When Dinner was over, the

Cacique asked the Gentleman and his Companions, how they

liked their Treatment ? They all highly commended it, and
thanked him for his Kindnefs. He then acquainted them with

the Trick he had put upon them. Moft of the French/nen

were fo fhocked at hearing it, that they could not retain whac
they had eaten, and growing fick of the Fancy, the Chw
ribbean laughed and faid, / am novo revenged of you.

The Savages take Pains even in their Pleafures. The
chiefeft of their Exercifes are Hunting and Fidiing, efpe-

cially the latter. They are wonderful expert in ufing their

Bows and Arrows. They do not take their Wives with them
when they hunt or fifli, as fome Bali'-ians do.

Their ordinary hunting is for Lizards, They are the beft

Fifliermerj in America^ either with the Hook or Dart, or other

Inventions. They weave Beds, make Baskets of Bull-

Rufhes, Wooden-Chairs all of one Piece, little Tables

wove of the Leaves of the Laranier-Tree, Streining -Cloths,

Carocolis, feveral Kinds of Veffels for eating and drinking.

Girdles, Hats and Crowns of Feathers. The Women
make Builcins, or Half-Stockings of Cotton for themfelves.

The Men are very neat in ordering and poliHiing their

Arms, and take a great deal of Pains about the Periagas or

Boats, fome of which are fo large, that they will carry 50
Men. They make earthen Pots of all Sorts, as alfo Plates.

They delight much in handling Joiners and Carpenters Tools,

and would make good Mechanicks. They are great Lovers

of Diverfion and Recreation, and take a particular Pleafure

in keeping and teaching a valt Number of Parrots and
Parakets.

The Charibbeans have mulical Inftruments, but indeed

very far from deferving that harmonious Name. Their Drums
are made of hollow Trees, over which they put a Skin only

at one End. They have a rude Kind of Organ made of
Gourds. As fbon as they are up in the Morning, they tune

a Pipe well polifhed, and handibmly made ; fome of them
of the Bones of their Enemies. While they are tuning

their Pipes, their Wives are bufy in getting them their Break-

fafts. They fing certain barbarous Airs over their Fifh while

it is broiling. Mod of their Songs are bitter Satyrs in their

Way, on their Enemies. They have alfo Songs on Birds,

on Fiihes and Women. la the latter they would give Of-

V^oL. II. T fence



274 ^^ Hi(lory of St. ChriftopherV.

fence to Mr. Collier, for like the Barbarians of ParnaJ/uf,

they are full of Smut.

The Charibbeans Dancing is chiefly at their Corbet, or

Place of publick Entertainment. At fuch Times they fpend

the Day and Night in Eating, Drinking, Dancing, Talking,

and Laughing. Both Men and Women then make a fhift to

get drunk, but they are feldom fo beaftly except on thofe fo-

lemn Occafions, As when a Council of War is held, when

they return from any Expedition, no Matter whether fortu-

nate or unfortunate ; on the Birth of their Firft-born, when

their Childrens Hair is cut, when they are at Age to go to

the Wars, when they begin a Building, launch a Boat, or are

recovered of any Difeafe. They have on the contrary their

folemn Fafts, but it would be too tedious to give all their

ridiculous Reafons for them.

They receive Strangers who come to their Iflands to vifit

them, with great Tokens of Kindnefs and AfFedtion. They

are very much afraid of being furprixed by the Europeans^

and driven out of the Iflands they poflefs ; and to prevent it

have Men pofted on the Sea-Coafts and on the high Moun-
tains, to difcover who comes and give Notice. Immediately

they fend away a Canoo, to fee if they are Friends or Foes,

for they will not truft any People's Colours, having been de-

ceived by the Europeans. If they are Enemies and land, they

lay Ambufcades, fall upon them from thence, and then on
a fudden, joining all together, let fly a Shower of Arrows, and

afterwards come to Handy-blows with their Clubs. If the

Enemy is too hard for them they fly to Rocks, or even the

Sea, and fome diving down will rife 200 Paces off. They
often rally again after they are routed, meeting all at a certain

unknown Place of Rendezvous.

Their having no Arithmetick is the Occafion that they

cannot tell what Number of them there is in any of their

lilands: But it is fuppofed where they are mofl: numerous,
they cannot make above 1500 fighting Men.
The Strangers that come Hke Friends are entertained as

fuch, with equal Chearfulnefs and Plenty. Their Govern-
ment is as barbarous as their Cuftoms, or rather as ftrange;

for why fhould they be called barbarous for any Thing we
have faid of them, except it is their eating theFlefli of their

Enemies ?

There are feveral Sorts of Captains in every Iflatid belong-
ing to them, the Captain of the Carbet or Village, which is

generally the Father of a numerous Family ; the Captain of
the Periaga, or Boat, and an Admiral, who commands the

whole Fleer; the grsind Qaptain, or Captain General, who
is
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is al(b called Cacique. His Office is during Life, he is pre-

fet-red by Eledion, leads their Armies, and is always highly

cfteemed among them.

There arc feldom above two Caciques in an Ifland. None
of thefe Caciques have any Command over the whole Na-
tion, nor any Superiority over the other Captains after the

War is over, and none of them command twice in chiet-^

unlefs he has diftinguifhed himfelf eminently.

Let us fee what are the Qualities that a new Man muft be
Mafter of, to give any a Pretence to ftand for the Office of
Captain General among the Charibbeans. He muft have

heen feveral Times in the Wars, and have behaved himfelf

bravely in them. He muft furpafs ail his Competitors in

running, m Swimming and Diving. He muft be able to

carry a greater Bjrthen than the reft of the Pretenders, and

to endure Pain; which Experiment is made by cutting and
haffiing his Flefh, and his beft Friends make the deepeft In-

Cifions But this Ceremony is not ufed every where, and

thofe Charibbeans who have much Commerce with the Eu-
ropeans^ have quite left it off, with feveral other Cuftoms, ac

which they laugh.

The Cacique being chofen makes War, prepares for k^

and leads the Army. He appoints AfTemblies of Counfellors,

and of the Carbet.

As for Laws they have none, and no Magiftrates. He
who thinks himfelf injured, is his own Judge, and gets what
Satisfadlion he will or can of his Adverfary. If he does not

revenge himfelf, he is defpifed as a Coward. They are fuch

Strangers to Law and Lawyers, that they have no Words in

their Tongue for Jujiice and Judgrnent. And if they knew
what they meant in ours, or how they are abufed,they would
with Reafon turn the Barbarians upon us.

They carry fome Women to their Wars, to drefs their

Meat, and look to their Periagas. Their Canoos are lels

Boats, fit for Rivers or Bays only. Their Cuftom is to go
from Ifland to Ifland to refrefh themfelves, and to that End,

they have Gardens in thofe which aredefert.

The Arouagues a Nation of Guyana^ are their irrecon-

cileable Enemies, who cruelly perfecuted the Charibbeans of
the Continent^ the Relations of thofe of the Iflands. The
latter fail once or twice a Year in their Periagas to find them
out, and be revenged on them.

The Arouagues never make any Attempt on the Iflanders,

but always ftand on their Defence only. The Ifland-Savages

coaft along all the other Iflands from St. CVaz, the further-

moft of the Charjbbees, which is 300 Leagues diftant from

T z the
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the Arouagues: When they land if they are difcovered theyj

take it for an ill Omen, and retire. If not, they feek their

Enemies and engage them. The Prifoners they take are not

immediately flain, but chained and carried Home.
Next to the Arouagues they hate the Spaniards and Engli/h.

A French Author gives this for a Reafon of their Hatred to

the Eng/ijh, that the htter, under the Flags of other Nations,

got feveral Charlbbeans aboard their Ships j when they had

firft made them drunk, carried them to their Plantations, and

kept them as Slaves ^ whichj it is very probable, is a fcandalous

Refie<flion on our Countrymen by our Enemies the French.

They have made feveral Incurfions upon the Iflands of

Montferrat and Antego, burnt Houfes, deftroyed Plantations,

and carried away Men, Women, and Children j but we do
not underftand they eat any of them, the Arouagues being

their only Difliof that Kind,

About 5 o Years ago they had fome Englijh Boys and Girls

in the Ifle of St. Vincenth^ who being carried thither very

young, were bred up by the Savages with equal Gentlenefs as

their own, and had fo accuftomed themfelves to their Way
of living, that they were only diftinguillied from the Charibr

beans by their fair Hair.

They have the fame Averfion for the Spaniards^ and for

the fame Reafon j but the French ^ according to my Author, a

Frenchman^ are in the good Graces of the Charlbbeans.

The Reader will not be difpleafed to have a particular Ac-
count of their Treatment of their Captives, or Prifoners of

War, it being from thence they are called Cannibals, and are

perhaps the only People upon Earth that eat Man's Flefh out

of Choice. For though the French^ who converfe moft with

them of any Nation in Europe^ gives us fuch a Defcriptionof
'' them, that one would think they were become as polite as

themfelves
; yet it is certain, they often feaft themfelves with

that abominable Repaft, which but to think of, makes Na-
ture ftart, and the Blood curdle in ones Veins with Horror.

When they bring Home a Prifoner of War from among
the Arouagues, he belongs of Right to him who feized him,

and that Savage keeps him at his Houfe, fecures him there ia

;Bonds, and after he has been kept fafting four or five Days,

produces him at the Carbet to ferve for a publick Vidim,
to the immortal Hatred of his Countrymen towards that

Nation.

If there be any of their Enemies dead upon the Place, they

cat them before they leave it. The young Maids and Wo-
men taken in War are only defigned for Slavery. They do

not eat the Children of their Female Captives, but formerly

. had
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had good Stomachs for all the Male-Captives, as well of other

Nations, as of the Arouagues.

We are not entirely convinced of the Truth of this, but
in the Hiftory of the Charlbbce-IJlands^ tranflated out of
French by Mr. Davyes^ the Author pretends this is not only
true, but fays there was a great deal of Difference between a

Ragout made of a Frenchman, and one made of a Spa?iiard.

His Words are, as they are rendered in our Tongue ; They
have heretofere tajied of all the Nations thatfrequented them^

and affirm^ that the French are the mojl delicate^ and the

Spaniards of hardeji D'tgefi'wn ; hut now they do not feed on

any Chriflians at all. Wherein the Vanity of the French

Nation is the moft confpicuous that ever we rnet with j for

they are not only content to fay in other Places, they fight

the beft, write the beft, talk the beft, paint the beft, fing

the befl, dance the befl, &c. but this French Author avers,

they eat the heft of any People whatever ; which is a Compli-
ment on his Nation, the Cannibals perhaps learnt to put on
them, fince they were civilized by them ; for there's no
doubt, but among other of their Talents, they taught them
that of Flattery.

They ufed to torture their Captives before they killed them,
but now they give them the Coup de Grace^ knock them on
the Head, broil, and then eat them. As foon as the unfortu-

nate Prifoner is laid dead upon the Place, the young Men
take up the Body, wafh it, and cut it in Pieces, then they

boil Part, and broil Part of the FlelTi j the Women licking

the very Stick on which the Fat of the Arouague dropped.

Each there prefent has his Portion. All the Greefe that is

produced by this diabolical Cookery is carefully faved, and
diflributed among the chiefeft of them, who keep it in

Gourds to relifh their Sauces with it.

They rub the Bodies of their Children with the Blood of
thefe miferable Vidims, to animate them to future Cruelties,

and thus they make their Revenge hereditary. But the

French Author does all he can to excufe thefe Cannibals, by
Examples of others more cruel than they. And indeed there

feems to be a great Difpofition in him to forgive the Cha-
r'lkbean Man-Eaters, who had fo highly extolled the favoury

Difh of a Frenchman.

When thefe Savages defire to marry, they have a Privilege

to take all their Coufin-Germans, and make no more ado

about it, than to fetch them and enjoy them. After which
they are their lawful Wives. They may have as many as they

pleafe, and the Captains value themfelves much on the Num-
ber of theirs.

T 3 They
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They build a particular Hut for each Wife, continue with

her they like moit, and the reft conceive no Jealoufy at it.

She whom they honour moft with their Company is very af-

iiduous in waiting upon them. They love their Wives very

pa0ionately while it lafts, but leave them when they pleafe,

with or without Reafon • yet it is feldom known that they

forfake their firft Wives, efpecially if they have had Chil-

dren by them. They often make their young She-Prifoners

of War their Wives, Their Children by them are account-

ed free, but their Mothers are ftill reckoned Slaves. If any

one of them has no Coufin- Germans, he may marry fuch

as are not a-kin to him, demanding them of their Fathers

and Mothers. They are then, provided Confent is ob-

tained, ipfo FaSfo, their Wives, and Home they carry them.

Thofe young Men that have fignalized themfelves in the

Wars, are much importuned by the Fathers and Mothers

of the young Maids, to take them to be their Wives, and

as often as they return vidorious from War, new Wives are

offered them. The young Men never converfe with either

Maids or Women till they are married. If a Woman was

formerly inconltant to her Husband, he knew not how to

punilh this Crime, but fmce the Europeans have made it

better known among them, if a Charibbean finds his Wife
proftituting herfelf to another, he does himfelf prefent Juf-

tice, by beating out her Brains with his Club, or cutting her

open with a Razor.

Their Cuftoms at the Birth of their Children are too ob-

scene to be reported. One merry enough is, that the Man
lies in inftead of the Wife, and is dieted for 10 Days- and at

the Birth of the Firfl, the Father is fcarified, and fafts a long

Time.
As fbon as the Children come into the World, the Mo-

thers make their Fore-heads flat. They do not fwath them.

They name them 10 Days after their'Birth, and give them
Names from fome Accident that happened to the Father

while the Wife was with Child : As for Inftance, a Charib-

bean of Dominlco having been at St. ChriJlopher\^ in the

Time of his Wife's being with Child, and feen the French

General, named the Child he had at his Return General, in

Remembrance of the kind Entertainment he had met with

from him. Thefe firft Names are changed by the Male
Children, when they grow up to be Soldiers,

The Charibbean Women fuckle their Children, and are

very good Nurfes. Their Children are bred up in a great Re-
verence of their Parents, they are carefully educated in the

Exercife
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Exerclfe of the Bow, and other Arms, to fifh, fwim, make
Baskets Clubs, Bows, Arrows, Beds, and Periaguas, which
is all they think is neceffary they fhould underftand.

Thefe Char'tbbeans^ by their natural Temperament, Sobri-

ety and Exercife, enjoy Health and long Life. 'Tis faid,

they are fo vigorous in their old Age, that it is common for

them to get Children at fourfcore and ten Years old. Many
among them have not a grey Hair at above 100 Years old.

They live, fays the above-mentioned Author, commonly ibid. ^.

150 Years, and fbmetimes longer ; for about 50 or 6^0 Years 342-

ago, there were fomePerfons living among them, who re-

membered the firft Arrival of the Spaniards in Aynerica.

Thofe very old Perfons are Bed-riden, immoveable, and re-

duced to meet Skeletons.

When they are at any Time fick, they have Recourfe to

Herbs, Fruits, Roots, Gils, and Gums, by the Aflift-

ance of which they foon recover their Health, if the Dif-

eafe be not incurable. They have an infallible Secret to cure

the flinging of Snakes, a great Skill in their Kind of Phy-
fick, and if it fails, apply themfelves to their Boye-z or Con-
jurers, who by their devilifh Myfteries pretend to cure them.

'Twas formerly a great A6t of Friendfliip among them, to

kill fuch as were old and ufelefs, but it is not thought fo now.
They bury their Dead with many ridiculous Ceremonies,

reckoned holy among them, and fometimes kill Slaves to

wait on the Ghofts of the deceafed.

Thus we have in a little Compafs, given the Reader a

diftind Idea of the Origin, Hiftory, Cuftoms, Manners,
Religion, and Way of Living of the Charibbeans, the firft

Inhabitants of thefe Iflands j and this Account is to ferve for

all the other Iflands as well as St. Chri/lopherh^ of which we
are treating ; and that being one of the biggeft, we thought

we could not inferc it in a more proper Place,

Before we continue the hiftorical Events of this Ifland,

we fhall take fome farther Notice of the Climate and Coun-
try, by other Informations. 'Twas formerly much troubled

with Earthquakes, which, upon the Irruption of the Sulphur

Mountain there many Years ago, have in a great Meafure

ceafed, and have feldom been felt there fince. Hurricanes

are flill frequent here, and it was fome Time fince the Cuftom
of both the EngUjh and French Inhabitants in this and the

other Charibbee-Ijlands, to fend about the Month of June,

to the Native Charibbees of Dominico and St. Vincent,

to know whether there would be any Hurricanes that Year
j

and about 10 or 12 Days before the Hurricane came, they

conllantJy fent them Word, and it very rarely failed,

T 4 An
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Lowth. VoT. An Indian who lived with Capt. Langford feveral Years,
II. p. 105. ^^yg jjijjj thefe Prognofticks, to know when a Hurricane was

coming. It comes either on the Day of the full Change, or

Quarters of the Moon. If it will come on the full Moon,
you being in the Change, then obferve thefe Signs : That Day
you will fee the Skies very turbulent, the Sun more red than

at other Times, a great Calm, and the Hills clear of Clouds

or Fogs over them, which in the High-Lands are feldom fo.

In the Hollows of the Earth or Wells, there will be a great

Noife, as if you were in a great Storm ; the Stars at Night

will look very big with Burs about them, the North-Weft

Sky very black and foul, the Sea fmelling ftronger than at

other Times, as ufually it does in violent Storms j and fome-

times that Day for an Hour or two, the Wind blows very

hard Wefterly, out of its ufual Courfe. Oh the full of the

Moon you have the fame Signs, but a great Bur about the

Moon, and many Times about the Sun. The like Signs

muft be taken Notice of on the Quarter-Days of the Moon.
In the Months of July^ ^ugiiji, and September^ for the Hur-

ricanes come in thofe Months ; the fooneft that had been ever

heard of was the 25 th of July^ and the lateft the 8 th of

September, not many Years fince, for the Month they ufually

come in is Augujl.

We have nothing farther to fay of St. Chri/hpher'Sj as to

the Natural or Geographical Account of it, fo we fliall re-*

turn to the Hiflorical ; in which, if we are not more exadt,

the Reader will excufe us, considering the Difficulties we
were obliged to ftruggle with : For having much lefs Ac-

quaintance with the Leeward Ijlands^ than with the other

Plantations, we could not procure fo many Memoirs, as we
have done for other Parts of our Hiftory of the Britijh Em-
pire in America.

A/r.Everard, To Mr. Rich^ the fecond Englijh Governor of St. Chrijio-

Catermr. pher^s, fucccedcd Mr. Everard^ who continued in the Go-
vernment feveral Years; an.d by what we can underHand,

was m that Office when the Rump ufurped the fupreme Power

in England. The Leeward- Ijlands refufing to acknowledge

their Sovereignty, King Charles the lid. appointed Major

General Poynt^z. to be Governor, and he was in Polleffion of

St. Chriftopberh^ when Sir George Ayfcue arrived at Barbados

and reduced that Ifland : After which he failed to Nevh and

St. Chriftopher's ; but Major General Poyniz not being

ftrong enough to defend bimfelf againft the Power Sir George

brou,3;ht with him, withdrew before his Arrival, and fhip'd

himfelf for Virginia, the only Retreat for Cavaliers.

Who
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Who the Parliament put into this Government, we can-

not tell , but after the Reftoratton^ the Lord Willoughby was
made Governor of the Leeward-IJlands^ as well as of Bar-
bados, and he refided there fbnie Time.
Who was his immediate SuccefTor is not come to our

Knowledge, unlefs it was Sir William Stapleton^ whom we
find not long after the Lord Willonghby's Death, in Pof-

feflion of this Government, in which he continued to his

Death j and in his Stead King James made Sir Nathaniel

yobnfon Governor of the Leeward-I/lands^ who enjoyed it

till King Ifiiliam's Acceffion to the Throne j when, through

Difcontent or Fear, he withdrew to Carolina, and made
Way for Colonel Codrington in the Government of thefe

Illands, who being a great Proprietor here, was the more
acceptable to the Inhabitants.

There had not been any declared War between France and
England, fince the Settlement of the Ifland of St. Chri~

Jlopherh
j

yet the EngliJ}) and French had not been without

Skirmiflies there upon their particular Quarrels, but they

never made any Attempt to difpofifefs each other till the

laft War, which followed the Revolution in England ; for.

King Charles and King James, in their Treaties with

Letvis the XlVth, agreed, that in Cafe of a Rupture in

Europe^ the Subjeds of both Kings, in the IVeJi-IndieSy

fhould be Neutral, that they might not be involved in Wars,
to which they did not in the leafl: contribute in the Caufe
of them, and that their Trade might not be interrupted,

which would be very fat^l to their growing Settlements :

But rhe French, who were never famous for obferving

their Treaties, broke this ; and before any Declaration of

War was made in England or France, they entered the

Engli/l) Pale, and deftroyed it with Fire and Sword, forcing

the Inhabitants to fly to the Forts for Safety. It is true, the

Animofuies between the two Nations were grown to a great

Heigth ; and it is faid, the Irijh Papilfs, and others of the

Popifli Fa6tion in St. Chri/lopho-'s, inftigated the French to

break the Peace there, before it was broken in Europe.

In King WiUiarr^z Declaration of War againfl: the French

King, the Invafion of the Charibbee-Ijlands by the French^

is mentioned as one of the Reafons of it.

W^hen they had reduced the Englifh to great Streights, the

latter applied to the Government of Barbados for Succours

;

but before thofe Succours arrived, the Englijh furrendered

the Forts, and their Part of the Ifland of Sc. Chrijiopher's to

the Enemy, on the 29th of July., 1689. and could obtain

no better Condidons, than to be lent to the adjacent Ifland

of Nivis. We
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We muft now leave the French in Pofleffion of the whole

Ifle, and the Englijh Inhabitants of it dwelling in other

Places. This proved a terrible Lofs to the Merchants of

London^ and other Parts of England^ trading to the Leeward'

Ijlands j for the Fadors at Nevis took great Part of their

Merchandize, their Negroes efpecially, to the Planters of

^z. Chn/iopher^s; and this made their Debtors incapable of

paying them. Some diflioneft Fadors took hold of this Op-
portunity to balance their Accounts with their Principals j

and a Merchant of Nevis, who owed his Correfpondent

jtoooo /. paid off the greateft Part of it with Debts at St.

Chrijiopher's-, for n^any Perfons being ruined in this de-

plorable Calamity, it was a Temptation to an unfair Cor-

refpondent to fink his good Debts with the bad ; and the

Author is but too well convinced, that there's a great deal of

Truth in this Conjedure.

Eight Months after the French were fole Mafters of St.

Chrijlopherh, there happened an Earthquake here, which was

felt in the other Iflands. The Earth opened nine Foot in

many Places, and buried folid Timber, Sugar-Mills, ^c. It

threw down the Jefuits College, and all other Stone-

Buildings.

The French had two Men of War here ; and having

equipped 15 fmall Veflfels, they put 4 or 500 Men aboard,

and went down to Stacia, out of which Illand they drove

the Dutch.

We have mentioned Sir Timothy ThornhilPs being at

Antego, and his going thence to Nevis, to wait for the Ar-

rival of Commodore Wright, with the regular Troops ex-

pedled from England, It is faid in our Account of Nevis^

that the Forces rendezvoufed there ; and all that remains

for us to fay here, is, what they did when they arrived at

St. Chrijiopher^s,

The Captain General, Chrijlcpher Codrington, Efq; com-
manded in this Expedition in Perfon, and failed from Nevis,

with the Land Forces, on Thurfday the 19th of June,

16^0 ; and the fame Evening the Fleet came to an Anchor
before the Ifland of St. Chri/iopher\ in Frigat-Bay. In the

Night, eight Frigats weighed, and fell down three Leagues

to leeward, to amufe and harafs the Enemy ; and the next

Morning they returned. That Day the Englijh ply'd their

great Guns from fome of the Frigats, which lay neareft in

with the Shore, upon the French in their Trenches, and

received fome Shot in Exchange from a Battery of five

Guns they had there, but without any Damage on the Side

of the Englijh. At Night a Council of War was held

aboard
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aboard the Commodore, at which aflifted the General and

Field Officers, and the chief Commanders of the Men ofWar.
According to the Refolutions by them taken, Major Ge-

neral Thornhiil, with 400 of his own Regiment, and a De»
tachment of 150, out of the Regiments of Nevis, Jntego^

and Montferrat, landed the next Morning between two and
three of the Clock, with the Forelorn, at the little 5fl/^P//x,

about a League to the Windward of Frigat-Bay. The Field-

Mark were Matches about their Left Arms. The Enemy
made no Oppoficion, having left that Place unguarded by

Reafon of its Situation, it lying at the Foot of a Hill,

which is almoft inacceffible, and over which they thought it

impoflible for Men to march. The EtigUJJj mounted this

fteep Afcent, by a Path frequented by none but wild Goats,

and in fome Places fo near a Perpendicular, that they were

forced to ufe their Hands as well as their Feet, in climbing

up. About break of Day they gained the Top, where
they received a Volley of about feven or eight Shot, from
fome Scours placed there, who immediately upon their firing

retired. Two Officers were wounded by thofe Shot, and
one of them died of his Wounds foon after. Sir Timothy

Thornhill left one Company to fecure the Pafs upon the

Hill, and led his Men down a third Part of it, before they

were difcovered by the French, who then fired briskly upon
the Engl'ijh from their Trenches, wounded feveral Men,
and among others Major General Thornhill himfelf, who
was (hot through the Small of his Left- Leg, which obliged

him to Itay the Binding of it up : But his Men, Creoleans

moft of them, ran refolutely down upon the Enemy, and
flanked them in their Trenches j at the fame Time that the

Duke of Bolton's Regiment, and the Marines, landed at

Frigat-Bay. In which Adtion Colonel Kegivin received s

mortal Wound, of which he foon afrer died.

Colonel Holt, who commanded the Duke of Bolton^s

Regiment, and aded here as Lieu enant General, charged

the Enemy fo bravely, that he forced them to quit their

Pofl in Diforder, and leave the EngliJJ} Mailers of the Field.

Fourteen French and EngliJ}} were killed in this Difpute.

Sir Timothy Thornhill and the Vv'ounded Men being fent

on Board the Ships, and the Forces all landed, were drawn
up into four Battalions. Colonel Holt, who led the Van,
was ordered with his Regiment to take the Road adjoining to

the Sea. Lieutenant Colonel John T^homas, at the Head of
the Barbados'^t^mzwt, marched thro' the Country ; and Col.

JViUiams with the ///z/t-^a Regiment, marched at a Diftance, as

a Referve to that Body. The other four Regiments kept their

PoitSj and waited for farther Orders. After
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After an Hour's March, Colonel Holt came up with a

fmall Party of the Enemy, and routed them. The Com-
panies of French which ran from Frigat-Bay^ joining with

the reft of their Forces, they all advanced againft the

EngUJh, and having the Advantage of the Ground, and

three to one in Number, they charged the Barbados Regi-

ment. After a fharp Difpute of half an Hour, the French

had almoft furrounded the EngUJIj ; but Colonel JVilliams

coming up with the Referve, and attacking them vigoroufly,

and unexpededly, the Barbadians were fo encouraged, that

they preffed refolutely on, and beat the Enemy out of the

Field in Confufion, one part flying to the Mountains, and

the reft betaking themfelves to the Fort, which formerly

belonged to the Englijh. The four Regiments at Fr'igat-

Bay were upon this ordered to march up, and Colonel Holt's

Regiment alfo joined Colonel Thomas. After which the

whole Army was drawn up into one Body, and the Soldiers

were permitted to drink by Companies at the adjacent Wells

and Cifterns.

While the Army was thus refrefliing, the Cockfwain of

the Commodore came with Advice to the Captain General,

that the Men of War having fallen down before the Town
and Fort of Baffe-Terre^ the French, after firing two or

three Rounds, ftruck their Flag, fet the Town on Fire,

and quitted it, but by the Diligence of the Seamen, who
came afhore from the Frigars, it was excinguifhed.

Upon which General Codrington marched immediately to

Bajfc-Terre^ defigning to quarter the Army there that

Nighty bur the Enemy having left Store of Wine, and

other Liquors behind them, and he fearing the Diforders it

might breed among the Soldiers, altered his Refoluti-

ons, and only halted there, placing his own Company of

Guards, commanded by Colonel Byam, in the Mafs-houfe.

He then ordered the Army to march to the Jefuirs Convent,

lying about a Mile above theTovv'n; where they were drawn

up again, and Orders were given to lie by their Arms all

Night.

Guards were fet, and Parties fent out to drive in Cattle.

The Englipo found Store of Flower, Bread, ^c. in the

Convent. The Night proved wet, and it rained without

IntermilTion till Morning • but the Officers generoufiy

iliared the Weather with the Soldiers, fcarce any, except the

general Officers, going into the Convent for Shelter.

The next Morning the Army marched down to the

Town, the Conuniffary General having fecured the Liquors

in a convenient Store-houfe : The Soldiers had free Liberty

to
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to plunder the Town, and the CommifTary of each Regi-

ment diftributed alfo Wine and Brandy among them. The
Fort here was mounted with 1 6 Guns, which the Enemy had

nailed and fpiked j but the Englljh cleared them again.

In the Afternoon Major Gunthorp was fent with 150
Men out of the Antego Regiment, to gain and fecure a

Pafs, which was thought to be poflefTed by the" Enemy. It

lay in the Way to the EngUJh Fort, and the French quitted it

befpre Major Gunthorp came up.

The next Day the EngUJh continued in the Town ; and

in the Evening, the Country all round it was in Flames, being

fired by the Englljh Negroes, who came from the Mourv-

tains j where they had lain lince their Mailers the Englifli

were beaten off the Illand.

The Day following General Codrvigton^ with the whole

Army, marched towards the Fort, and that Night encamped
about three Miles from it, having the like ill Fortune of

rainy Weather. The fame Day the Men of War weighed

from Baffe-Terre^ and fell down to Old-Road ; and the

Wheel-barrows, Shovels, Pick-Axes, ^c. were brought

afliore.

On Thurfday Morning, the 20th of Jutie^ the EngUJh

marched within a Mile of the Fort, and encamped under

Covert of a high Hill ; a Detachment out of Colonel EarFs

Hegiment being fent, under the Command of Captain Wil-

liam Butler^ to fecure the Top of it.

The next Day the Commodore's two Chafe-Guns, and

fix Pounders, were brought alliore, in order to be drawn up

to the Top of the Hill • and the Marine Regiment, under

the Command of Colonel /uVZ>y, Captain of ihtSuccefs Man
of War, was employed to cut and clear a Path for the

drawing them upi which was done in two Days time, a Plat-

form laid, and the Guns mocnted on ic. Baskets of

Earth were thrown up, for a Covering from the Enemy's

Shot, it lying open to the Fort. On which they began to

play on the 30th of June, the very firft Shot doing Exe-

cution. The Frigats alfo weighed from Old- Road, flood

down to the Fort, and battered it ; the whole Army at the

fame Time marching into a deep and wide Ditch, between

the Hill and the Fort, within Musket Shot of it.

In the Afternoon the Frigats flood up again to Old-Road-y

but the Guns from the Hill kept playing inceflfantly till

Night : At which Time the EngUfl) began their Entrench-

ments, running (from the Ditch where they lay encamped)

% Trench, with a Half-Moon at the End, capable of hold-

ing 400 Men.
1 One
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On the ift of July, one of the Nevis Regiments, an(3

part of the Antego Regiment, was fent under the Com-
mand of Colonel Charles Pym, to take a fmall Fort of the

Enemy's about three Miles diftant from the Camp;
which they furprized, and made 50 Men Prifoners.

In the Evening, Lieutenant General Holt having given

Orders to the Out-guards that were placed towards the Fort,

to fire, without challenging any one who ftiould come
that Way : Himfelf afterwards riding by them in the Dusk,

to view the Works, was fhot inro the Body by one Gibbonsy

an Irijhman, who was one of the Soldiers upon Duty. He
returned to the Camp, and languifhed long of the Wound,
with little Hopes of Recovery. Gibbons was tried by a

Court- Marflial, but after a full Hearing, acquitted.

The Guns on the Hill proving fo ferviceable, on the 2d
of July four more, of a larger Size, were drawn up j but

one of them fplitting at the firft Firing, and the reft being

incommodioufly planted, they were no more made ufe of.

The fame Day four Companies of the Enemy marched ouc

of the Fort, and drew up before the Gatej but in a Quartet

of an Hour they marched in again.

The Engl'ijh having finifhed their Half-Moon, ran another

Trench about a Quarter of a Mile below it, able to coniaia

a like Number of Men, And at a like Diftance below that,

they began another, wide enough to draw the Carriages of

the great Guns through.

The four following Days they continued quiet in their

Trenches, and at Night ran on their Works. The French

fired Day and Night upon them with great Guns and fmall

Arms, but did them little Damage : Whereas the Guns on
the Hill extremely galled the Enemy, leaving no Corner of

the Fort unfearched. Some Hundreds of French being out

in the Mountains, headed by one Monfieur Pinelle, Parties

were daily fent abroad, commanded by the Officers in their

Turnc, to fcour them out. And the Major General, Sir

Timothy Thornhill^ being returned, went himfelf, on the 7th

of Jufyy at the Head of 200 Men, on the fame Defign ;

but could not meet with any Enemy to engage him, the French

lurking fometimes in one Place, and fometimes in another.

However he took fome Prifoners, many Negroes, and ftore

of Cattle.

After Sir Timothy ThornhiWs Return to the Camp, a Pro-

clamation was made by beat of Drum, in feveral Places of
the Ifland, by the Command of the General, that all who
Would come in, in three Days Time, fhould receive his Pro-

te<^ion, to fecure their Peribns from the Outrages of the

Soldiers,
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Soldiers. Several Families furrendered themfclves ; of whom
many were permitted to return to their Houfes, and keep
fome fmall Stock, till farther Orders, Monfieur Pinelle

alfo fent in a Flag of Truce from the Mountains, to acquaint

General Codrington^ that he could not come in without
Leave from the Governor. However he afllired him, he
would remain quiet, and give free Paflage to any of the

Englijh he fhould meet with.

The Army continued in their Trenches the loth and nth
of the fame Month, having run them within Piftol Shot of
the Fort. They had a Half-Moon over againft the Gate, on
which they planted feveral Colours, two 1 8 Pounders, and
four 12 Pounders ; but before they were mounted, on Sa-
turday the i2'-h of July, the Drums beat a Parley in the
Fort, and four Perfons marched out with a Flag of Truce,
They were met in thePafture, between the ^wg-/^ Trenches
and the Fort, by Major Legard, and by him conducted to
General Codrington.

After fome Treaty Hoftages were given on both Sides:

A French Major continued with the Englijh, and Lieutenant

Colonel Not was fent to the French, Captain Hamilton
went alfo with him, as an Interpreter. Notwithftanding the
Treaty, General Codrh.gton continued in his Works, joining

his Trench to the Enemy's Trench, through which they ufed

to come from the Fort to the Well. Out-Guards were
placed under the Walls, and at the Gates of the Fort : And ia

the Evening the EnghJ}) mounted their Guns on the Battery.

About 12 a Cloek in the Night, there was a Canoo let over
the Fort-Walls, (it being fituate by the Sea- fide) which ran

aboard a Sloop that came clofe in with the' Shore, under
Covert of the dark Night. The Englijh let fly a whole
Volley upon them, which made them hallen away.

Captain Hamilton came to the Centry, at the Fort- Gate,
and ordered him to acquaint Sir Timothy Thornhill, that there

was a Ship feen ofF. Upon which Mr. Spencer, his Secretary

was difpatched away to Old-Road, to give Commodore Wright
Notice of it • but in the Interim, a Brigancine was fent in

Purfuit of the Sloop.

The Commodore immediately ordered two Frigars to

weigh, and put out in Search of the faid Ship, a Sloop

;

which they did : And the next Day they returned, without

feeing any Veflei.

All the while the EngU/h were attacking the French at

Land, there were two Men of War that cruized about to

take any French Ships that might arrive there, either by
Defign or Chance ; but they met with none.

4 Oa
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On the 14th of Julj'y the Fort was furrendered to Gene-
ral Codrmgton, upon the fame Articles that the Englijh had,

when they delivered up the Fort to the French.

After the Enemy marched out, the Englijh Flag was put

up, the King's and Queen's Health were drank, the great

Guns thrice fired, and three Volleys made by the whole
Army.
The Fort was quadrangular, confifting of four Flankers,

with three Curtains between each. On each Flanker were
mounted five Guns, The Walls were of Stone, about 20

Foot high, furrounded with a deep Ditch, 12 Foot wide,

over which was a narrow wooden Bridge. In the Middle of

the Fore were two Mounts, thrown up for Batteries.

There was aifo a Well, bun upon firing the Guns, the Wa-
ter prefently dried away. There was ftore of Provifions,

Liquors, and Powder; but they wanted Shot.

The Englijh had about 100 Men killed and wounded, in

re-taking this Ifland \ which in general is very ftrong, there

being feveral fmall Fortifications and Breail-Works all round,

except where it is naturally fortified with Hills and Shoals.

The Inhabitants were about 1800 Men, befides Women,
Children, and Negroes, who were all, (except the Negroes,

who were to be divided as Plunderj tranfported to the Ifland

of Hijpaniola j only fome particular Perfons had the Favour

granted them, to be carried up to Martlnico.

After a few Days Ref'refhmenr, Sir 'fimothy Thornhill em^-

barked with his own Regiment in the Sloops, and the Marines

on board the Frigats, and fet fail for the Ifland of St. Eujiace.

The fame Day, the 20th of yw/j, he came before the

Ifland, and fent Captain Hamilto?i afhore, with a Flag of

Truce, to fummon the Governor and Inhabitants to furren-

der : But the Governor returned Anfwer, That he would
defend the Place to the utmofl.

The next Morning the Frigats began to batter the Fort;

and the Major General landed with his jVIen, at the fame
Time under a high ClifF, which they afcended. They had
not marched far, after they got up, before they perceived fome
Dutch Colours in the Woods. Upon which a Party was
fent to difcover them ; who returned with an Account,

that it was Colonel Scorer
^

(the Governor of the Ifland for

the Dutchy when the French took it) with a 100 Men un-
der his Command ; who came from Saba^ and landed there

three Days before ; but not having Strength enough to take

the Fort, (into which the Inhabitants were fled) hedefigned

to get what Plunder he could, and fo gooff again. He
refufed to job with Sir Timothy Thornhill^ becaufe he was

firft
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firft landed, and fo accordingly he went off the next Day.
The Major General proceeded in his March towards the

Fort, and encamped within Musket-Hiot of it, under the

Rifing of a frnaU Hill.

The next Day the Marine Regiment landed, and the
Shovels, Pick-axes, t^c. being brought afliore, the Englijh

began their Entrenchments, running their Trench along by
the Fort, within Musket-fhot of it. After five Days Siege,

the Governor Tent out a Flag of Truce, with Articles \ but
he was fo high in his Demands, that Sir Timothy refufed

them, and returned for Anfvver, That if he did not defcend

to more realbnable Terms within three Days, he would
give him and his Men no Quarter. Within the prefcribed

Time, another Flag of Truce came out of the Fort, and
the Governor furrendered it upon Quarter for Life, and to

march out with their Baggage. The Fort was mounted
with 16 great Guns, was furrounded with double Rows of
Stakes, the Intervals filled with Earth, and without that

ftrong Pallifadoes. On the one Side of which was a deep

Ditch, and over it a very narrow Bridge, leading to the

Gate, admitting but one at a Time, The befieged were
about 60 Men, (the Women and Children being fent off

fome Time before.) They had a Well for Water, about 20
Barrels of Flower, fome Sak-fifli and Pork, and a fmall

Quantity of Ammunition. They behaved themfelves very

bravely during the Siege, efpecially the Governor, who was

very adive in firing the great Guns. Sir Timothy Thornhill

had but eight Men killed and wounded in taking this Ifland,

where he left one Company, under the Command of Lieute-

nant John Mackarthur, and then returned to St. ChriJiopher'Sy

with the whole Fleet, carrying the Inhabitants with him Pri-

foners, and from thence they were tranfported to Hifpaniola.

Lieutenant Pilkington was afterwards fent down with a

Company of the Duke of Bolton's Regiment, to relieve

Mr. Macknrihur

.

The Inhabitants of the Ifland of St. Barthokmeivs, who
were brought up Prifoners from thence to Nevis, being

fent down to St. Chrijio^hers, before that Illand was re-

taken, there met with their Wives and Families • and after

that Ifland was recovered by the EngUJ})^ were defirous to

live under an Englijh Government. Upon which General

Codrington gave them Liberty to return to their Illand, tran-

fported them thither, and granted a Commiffion to one Cap-

tain Le Grand^ a former Inhabitant among them, to be

their Governor, and to keep and defend the Ifland in the

Vol. II. . U Name
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Name of their Majefties King IVtlllam and Queen Mary]

under which Government it continued feveral Years.

The Englijh thus far went on fuccefsfully, and great

Talk there was that they would drive the French quite out of

the Charlbbee-IJJands.

The next Expedition was to be againft Guardakup. Ge-

neral Codrlngtotz ordered the Forces to be muftered in OSiobeVy

and be in a Readinefs to embark. Commodore Wright was

reinforced with fix ftouc Merchant Men, fitted out for Men
of War at Barbados^ and more Men were fent from that

Ifland, under Colonel Boteler and Colonel Salter. The
Troops rendezvoufed at St. Chrtjlopher's, where Lieutenant

Colonel Not was left with a Garrifon, to fecure the Inhabi-

tants as well againft the French and their Negroes, who had

fled to the Mountains, as againft any Enemy that might invade

the Ifland. This Precaution was very necefTaryj for the

French and their Slaves in the Mountains often defcended into

the Valleys, and in one Defcent killed 1 5 Soldiers out of one

Company of Foot, that was left there.

Captain IVright was accufed of being very remifs in his

Duty ; and that through Jealoufy of General Codringtony or

Fear of the French, he was the Ruin of the Expedition to

Guardaloup. He took no Care to fcour the Charibbean

Seas of French Privateers, which almoft furrounded Barba-

dos \ and what he did 2X Guardaloup^ is not worth mentioning,

though he had a good Fleet, well man'd and equip'd. He
and General Codrington (as a Man of Honour wrote to his

Friend) deferted Guardaloup, without any Reafon, only their

"JealoiifieSy and Fear of the French Fleets when we had
three times the Number of Men that the French had. They

left their Mortar Piece behind thetn. The French at the

fame Time deferted it alfo, concluding we were going to attack

Martinico ; fo that any body might for a Time have poffeffed

the IJland.

We have fpoken of this Enterprize in the Hiftory of Bar-
bados, fo we lliall fay no more of it here. The Englijh con-

tinued Mafters of all St. Chri/lopher's, and the French de-

fpaired of recovering their Part, but by a Peace.

Onihe 2id of A'larch, 16^^. Commodore IVilmot zrrived

here, with the Fleet and Land-Forces defigned for Jamaica,
and from thence he proceeded on his intended Voyage.

On the 23d of January, 16^6. the AddrefTes and Aflb-

ciationsof the Chief Governor, Deputy Governors, Coun-
cils, Aflemblies, Officers Civil and Military, and all the

principal Inhabitants of his Majefty's Leeward Charibbee-

iflands^ which had been fent over by Colonel Chrijhpher

Codringioriy
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Codrington^ Chief Governor of thefe Iflands, were prefent-

ed to King TVilliam^ by the Commiflioners for the Affairs

of the faid Iflands.

In 1697, Colonel Collingwood arrived at the Lecward~
Iflands with his Regiment ; and himfelf, and Part of his Sol-

diers were quartered in St. Chrijhpkcr's^ where the Colonel's

Lady and Family alfo fettled. The Climate did not agiee

with them, nor much with the Soldiers. Mrs. ColUngtvood

and her Children died in the following Year ; at which Time
Colonel Codrington^ Son of General Codrington^ was in Pof-

fefHon of the Government of the Letward- Iflands, his Fa-
ther being dead.

On the 13 th of January^ that Part of St. Chr'ijiopher's^

which had been taken from the French in the War, was re-

stored to them, in Purfuance of the Treaty of Refwicky

but they did not enjoy it long; for in June^ 1702. Colonel
Codringion having received Advice of the Declaration of the

prefent War with France., attacked the French Part of St.

Chri/iopher's^ and after firing but one Volley of Shot, their

Fort was furrendered to him.

In the Hiftory of Antego we have given an Account of
Colonel Codrington's Expedition againfl Guardaloup, and the

the French Iflands, of which he took St. Bartholomeu/s and
St. Martin's.

Some Time before the Surrender of the Fort by the

French, an odd Accident happened in their Part of St. Chri-

Jiopher's. Monfieur de Gennes, the French Governor, had
married the Widow of a Proteflant Merchant of Rochelle,

who had a Daughter of that Religion, whom he endeavour-
ed all he could to pervert, and employed a Jefuit to deal

with her to that End. The Prieft, being convinced by the

young Gentlewoman's Arguments or Beauty, went off with

her to the Englijh Settlement ; and Monfieur de Gennes de-

manding them, fome Englijh Gentlemen took the Lady and
the Jefuit in the Night, and conveyed them to Nevis, where
the Priefl profefTed the Proteftant Religion, and married the

young Gentlewoman.
In the Year 1704. Sir Jf^ilUam Matthews, Brigadier Ge-

neral in her Majefly's Armies, was appointed to fucceed
Col. Codrington in the Government of the Leeward-I/lands,
and he failed from England about the Beginnino- of "Juncy

With fix Men of War, and 12 Tranfport Ships, having on
board fome Land Forces. Captain IValker being Commo-
dore. The Ships Crews proved healthy, all but the Bur-

ford Man of War, where 200 Men died. Sir JVilliatn Mat-
//6^ifJ himfelf died aboard the Commodore j and we hear no

U 2 Hiore
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more of thefe Iflands, till Colonel Daniel Park was made
Governor of them, in the Year 1705. The French landed

here, before they made their fatal Defcent on Nevis. Their

Forces were embarked aboard five Men of War, and 20

Sloops. They attacked the Fort, and being repulfed, fell

among the Plantations, feme of which they burnt, and

plundered the Inhabitants. The Governor of Barbados hav-

ing Notice of it, lent down a Sloop to the Lieutenant Go-
'

vernor of St. Chrijiopher's, to acquaint him, that there was

a ftrong Squadron of Englijh Men of War coming to his

Affiftance ; in Hopes that upon this News the French would

retire, which had the defired Effe61: : For as foon as the

French heard of it, they immediately left the Ifland, taking

with them 6 or 700 Negroes, which Monfieur IbbervilU

fold at Vera Cruz.

The Inhabitants of St. Chrijiopher's folicited to have

their Loffes made up to them, as well as thofe of Nevis
;

and they fuffered alfo in the late terrible Hurricane, but

not fo much as the latter did.

For Want of fufficient Information, I am obliged to be

filent as to the Government of Col. Johnfon^ Lieutenant

General and Commander in Ociit^ oHhcLeeward-IJlands^ and

having fpoken fo largely in the Article of Antego of the Dif-

fentions in the Leeward-IJlands^ under the Government of

Col. Park, I fliall only touch upon what particularly related

to this Ifland, Nevis and Montjerrat.

That Governor held a General AfTembly at St. Chrijlopher^

in the Year 1 7 1 o, the Reprefentacives of the Councils and

Aflemblies of all the other Leeward-IJlands which were then.

^
The General Council.

Henry Burrel, Efqj George Lyddell, Efq;

Stephen Payne, Efqj George Milward, Efq;

James Bevan, Efq; John Hamilton, Efq;

John Norwood^ Efq; IVilliam Byam, Efqj

The General AfTembly.

Robert Cunningham, Efq^ Anthony Fox, Efq-
Speaker. SamuelWatkins, Efqj

Clement Crooke, Efq; John Painter, Efq;

Jafper Verchell, Efq; John Duor, Efq;
Anthony Ravell, Efq; ^Richard Cockran, Efq;
JVilliam While, Efq; Daniel Mackennen, Efq;
Edward Parfons, Efq; Richard Whillety Efq;
William Barzeyy Efq; But
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But the Difference that then immediately rofe between

General Park and the General Ajfembly about choofing a

Clerk, hindered the Difpatch of any Bufinefs. Mr. Fark
had given a Commiffion to one Caleb Rawh'tgh^ to be Clerk

of the AlTembly met at Old Road^ in March 1710, and they

refohed Nem. Con. That it is their Right and Privilege to

appoint their own Clerk^ and any Officer or Servant thereto

belonging, which is (o much in Reafon, that all other Ufages

do not feem to juflify the Governor's Obftinacy, in refuting

to come to any Temperament with the Reprefentatives met
in a critical Jundure ; for Fear of giving Way to them in a

Pun6lilio of Prerogative, and he widened this Difference

by another, his fending Meffages to the Affembly by his

Provojl Mardial's Deputy ; tho' it had been the conftant

Cuflom for a Member of the Council to bring Meffages

from the Governor and Council to the Affembly, which they

now defired might be continued : But Col. Park refufed this

too, alledging that becaufe the Houfe of Lords in England,

did not fend a Peer with Meffages to the Commons, but a

Judge or Mafler in Chancery ^ therefore he made Ufe of the

Deputy Marflial, an Officer of not much better Rank than

that of a Bumb-Baily m England, The Council, who well

knew that the Members of the Affembly v/ere every whit as

honourable as themfelves, excepting only their Seat at their

own Table, were not fo fliff as General Park^ and declared

they were ready to carry Meffages from the General to the

Ajfembly.

The Affembly having chofen Mr. Giles Cokes to be their

Clerk, the Governor threatened to fend him to Jail if he

durft ail as luch ; and when they then pitched upon Mr. Cle-^

ment Crooke^ one of their Members, to take their Minutes,

he gave them to underfland, no Jjetnbly Men could be ad-

mitted to do it according to the Pradice in England, which
he infifled upon flrenuoufly to be his Rule of Government,
himfelf as Sovereign, the Council as the Houfe of Lords,

the Affembly as the Houfe of Commons. 'Tis plain, that

the Prerogative was the delightful Part of the Conflitution

to which he adhered fo inflexibly, becaufe he is clothed

with it by Commiffion ; but he ought to have remember-
ed they required him to proceed according to the Cuf-
torn and Ufage of the/aid Iflands, and that the Aflembly af-

ferted the Ufage and Cuftoms to be what they claimed in the

Choice of their Clerk. What he faid in Anfwer to their

Claim of Privilege, fhews that he was not fo much in Love
with Affemblies as with the fovereign Power.

U 3 Ym
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You wiUfind^ fays he, even in Antego no Jjfembliesforfeveral

Tears, and St. Chriltopher'x was governed all the late War by a

Governor and Council of Militia Officers, and the Fort ^Britn-

f!one-HiIl was then built, Anguilla, Spanifh Toivn, and Tor-

tola have no Jffemblies., and defire none. Thefe three Iflands

are in the Government of the Leeward-IJlands.

I leave it to the Reader to judge, whether fuch Infinuati-

ons were proper to come from the Mouth of an. Officer,

commiffioned by a Revolution Government to govern a free

People. Three or four Days after the above-mentioned

Speech or MefTage, he prorogued the Affembly.

The Lieutenant Governor and Council of St. Chrijio-

pher''s, tranfmitted a Petition to England to clear themfelves

of the Death of Col. Park, and pray that their Privileges

may not be retrenched. This was figned by

Michael Lambert, Efqj Lieutenant Governor.

Henry Bmrel, Efq; . J. Peteres, Efq;

y. Panton, Efq; y. Bourycan, Efq;

Francis Phipps, Efq; Jlf^pf^ Elbridge, Efq;

Thefe Gentlemen offered their Petition to General Hamil-

ton, who fucceeded General P^ar/^ in this. Government, to join

with them in it ; but Hamilton difliking fome harfh Expref-

fions in the Affembly Men of Antego, who oppofed General

Park, refufcd to fet his Hand to it, telling them it was a

Bujinefs that did not belong to him.

This Ifland was in a terrible Conflernation on the Appear-

ance of the French Fleet on their Coaft, after the Misfor-

tune of Moniferrat in 1 7 12, but the Expulfion of the French

out of this Ifland by the Treaty of Utrecht, by which the

French garters of St. ChriJlopher''s were yielded to the En-
glijh, abated very much their Fears of a French Neighbour-

hood.

'Tis very grating to a good EngUJhman, to have Occafion

to fpeak of the Treaty of Utrecht. The 12th Article fays,

The IJJand of St. Chriflopher'j is to be pojfejfed alone by the

Bririfh Subje£fs, who had before driven the French off of it,

and we fhall fee prefentiy what induced the French King to

be fo generous to BriiiJI) Subjedts in this Particular.

Upon the Ceffion of thefe Lands and the Evacuation of
the Ifland by the French, many Projeds were offered to the

Publick for the Difpofal of thofe Lands for publick and pri-

vate Ufe. And before the Parliament of England took this

h^kM into Confideration, and voted that the faid Lands

4
'

fliould
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fliould be difpofed of folely for the Ufe of the Publick, the

Generals of the Leeward- Jjlands for the Time being, made
Grants of the French Lands, for what Confiderations they

thought fit, and took them away again ; fometimes after fucb

as had PolTeffion of them had been at great Expence to culti-

vate and plant. This is particularly laid to the Charge of
General Hamilton^ who difpoflclTed John Thornton^ Efq;

late Chief Juftice of Nevis, of a Plantation of thefe French

Lands by a forcible Entry ; and did the fame by Mr. Chrif-

topher Sioddart, of a Plantation adjoining to Mr. Hare's in

Bajfe-Terre. Mr. Stoddart fays In his Petition to one of the

principal Secretary's of State, General Hamilton Jiicks at no-

thing to gratify his tyrannical Humour and providefor his

Creatures^ tho' at the Expence of my Labour and Indujiry • and
took fuch Methods to gain his corrupt Ends^ as mujl fill all his

Majefly's Subje£is in his Government, with difmal Apprehen-

fions of the Precarioufnefs of their Properties, %uhen they fee a

Chief fufiice^ Clement Crook, Efq; removed for not being

treacheroufy complying with his Purpofe in fo unjujlifiable a
Proceeding, as the ejeSiing of me out of my jufi Poffejjiony

without any other Ground for it than the Pleajure of the fatd
General, and another fudge Matthew Mills, Efq-^ put in his

Place, on whom he could depend for the Execution of all his

Commands.

Mr. French the Charihbee Hifl:orian has no Reftraint upon
his Pen, when he compliments Col. Park's Friends, or cen-

fures their Opponents ; what he fays here of Mr. Mills is

very injurious to the Reputation of one whofe religious Edu-
cation and honefl Life I had perfect Knowledge of, and can

hardly think the Air of the Charibbees can fo change the

Conltitution of a Man's Mind as well as Body, as to cor-

rupt the foundeft in the Manner this Writer paints it. And
that the Air is not fo unhealthy to the Body as fome fay it is,

the fame Mr. Mills may prove, it being three and fifty

Years ago that I myfelf went with him, when he was to -

embark at Gravefend for Nevis,

Ten thoufand Acres of thefe French Lands are reckoned

fome of the beft Ground in the Ifland, and 5000 other Acres

of them of lefs Value. I know not what Sums have been

raifed by the Sale of them, but 80,000 /. of that Money
was in Bank, and appropriated by Parliament for the Pay-

ment of a Dower to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of

Orange. But let the Sale of them amount to what it will, if

the national Merchant is right in his Argument, the Ceffion

of the French Part of this Ifland to us, was among the falfe

Steps taken by the Managers of the Utrecht Treaty, tho' they

U 4 boailed
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boafted much of the great Advantage they had procured by

it for Great-Britain. See his own Words.
* Some will fay, was not the French Part of the Ifland of

St. ChriJIophers yielded up to Great-Britain by France^

ahd is not the whole Illand become our Property by the

Treaty of Utrecht? Yes, yes, there lay the Game, the

French Jfnew it, we did not. To explain what I mean,

it is neceflary to advance what I fear at firil will look like

a Paradox, That even this very Ceflion of the French Part

of St. Chriftopher'j to us, was a Point that turned more in

Favour of France than of Great-Britain, which Iprove thus.

* France has for very many Years had two Things in View

;

One, the fully peopling Martinique, Guardaloup, and the ad-

jacent Iflands in the Charibbees, and the poffeff^ng herfelf of

Hifpaniola, and peopling that Ifland alfo with great Num-
bers of Inhabitants : Secondly, to remove all her Subjects

off from the fraaller Iflands, as St. Martinis, St. Bartho-

lomew's, and Santa Cruz, and to fettle them in the great

Iflands. But Su Chrijiopherh being the firft of her Settle-

ments, fhe found it no eafy Matter to remove her Inhabi-

tants from thence. They would not leave their old Habi-?

rations and Neighbours for new ones, being too well fixed

;

notwithflanding all the Temptations and Encouragements
that were ofiFered them. The Ceflion therefore of the

French VzxK of St. G'lr'iflopherH exadly anfwered the Wiflies

and Defigns of France, by furnifliing the great Iflands with

fuch a Number of feafoned and experienced Planters, who
have been of excellent Service to flrengthen them, and in-:

fbrudtthe raw European Supplies of Inhabitants in the making
of Sugar, l^c. Is it not as plain to be ittn as the Sun, that at

the Treaty of Utrecht we took the very Bait the French had
propofed for us, and thereby alfo took off all the Odium
from the, French Court : For the French Sul^edls at St.

Chrificpher's looked on the EngUJh as the fole Authors of

all their Troubles, and the Caufe of their Removal from
their ancient Habitations. In fliort by this Treaty of U-
trecht, we did more for the French than they could do for

themfelvcs. \Ve contented ourfelves with four or five

' fmall Iflands for the Sake oi a prefent Advantage, which
* the French did not think worth keeping.'

- In the Year 1715-, the_ Government of St. Chrifopher's
made a bold Attempt in'raifing the current Coin of the
Ifland, contrary to the Proclamation and theAd of Parliament

raifci mQnsGn Anne's R^ign, from 6 ;. to 7 s. the French Crown,
hythtUeu- as by this Minute
tenant Ge-
Zfsral.

At
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At a Meeting of the Council the ZT,d c/ Auguft, 171^,

Prefent the Honourable the Lieutenant General, and eight

Counfellors.

' The Council were of Opinion, that ic would be of Be- >

' nefit to this Ifland, to raife the Value of French Crowns to

* 7 J. and fo in Proportion for Half Crowns and garter
' Crowns, upon which the following Order was directed to

* be affixed in the feveral Towns of this Ifland.'

By the Honourable the Lieutenant General in Council.

' It is this Day ordered in Council that French Crowns
* pafs current, and be taken in Payment after the Rate of 7 s,

' a-piece, and all French Half Crowns and ^.arter Crowns
' in Proportion to the aforefaid Rate, and of this all Perfons

f are required to take due Notice.

'

It appears by another Minute of Council the 15th of fa-
nuaryiyi')-6, that the Lieutenant General began to refledl

on his late Tranfadion, and to be fufpicious of the Pe/uky

of ic, which made him call his Council to his Affiftrnce, ro

whom he propofed this Queftion, whether the Order he had

made againft the Proclamation, the A<5t of Inftrumenr, and

his Queen's Inltrudlions, was regular ? We fhall fee by their

Anfwer how implicitly Colony Councils do for the moft Part

follow the Opinion or Dire6tions of Governors. They in-

geniouily anfwered, That French Crowns having been cur-

rentfeveral Tears in the other Iflands for 7 s. it could not be

faid he altered the Coin, but only folloived the Practice of the

other Iflands j equally weak and equivocal, for Barbados did

not go contrary to the Statute directing the Currency of

Coin in the Sugar-Iflands; and if it had, no Pradice could

have warranted the plain Breach of the Law and the Gover-

nor's Initrudions. However, the private Advantage made
by him, his Counfellors and others, who had heaped up

Money at 6 s. the Crown, reconciled the railing it to 7 s.

both to his Conlcience and Underftanding.

This extraordinary Proceeding, fo unlawful in icfelf, and

fo prejudicial to the Traders, was taken Notice of to the Go-
vernor in a Letter even from the Secretary, wherein he

preffed him in very ftrong Terms to purfue the Adt of the

6ih of Queen J/.?ie as to the Coin, but without the leaft

EflPedt, or without being able to obtain one fingle Word in

Anfwer. The Secretary, after entreating the Governor as

to other Matters, writes.

That your Excellency will bepleafed to ijfue your Proclamation

requiring Obedience to be paid to her late Afaje/ly's Procla-

mation relating to the Coin^ enforced by an A£i of Parliament,

Thai



298 "Tlje mflory of Sf. Chiiftopher'^.

77}at myfel/f as well as others of his Maje/ly's Subje^s, may
7iot be any longer defrauded of the 6th Part of their Due, nor

the royal Proclamation^ nor the ASi of Parliament^ f^ff^^r ary

longer that Indignity they have hitherto been treated with in

ihefe Parts. The Secretary's Requeft being thus rejeded by

the Governor, and the Affair being of the laft Importance to

the Trade of the Ifland, he made a Voyage to England on
Purpofe, to fet the Matter forth to his Majefty,

Governor Matthews coming to this Ifland called the Coun-
cil and Aflembly, and made the cuftomary Speech, having

in it nothing more remarkable than recommending the In-

flruction relating to the Salary, which they fettled at 800 A
a Year Currency in Money, to be raifed on Slaves at that

Time about 17000, at 15. 9^. per Head for the firft Year,

and I s. 1 d. for the Remainder of his Government.

When Mr. Hart and the Lord Londonderry were Gover-
nors here, there was a Duty of 3 s. per Hogfhead laid on
Sugar exported, to difcharge the Addition made to their Sa-

laries. But as that affeded the Sugar- Fa6tors in England, as

well as the Planters here, the Factors oppofed the palling of
it at Home; ' Whereas did the Sugar Fadlors in England
' confult the Good of their Employer and of the Publick,
*" toufe the Words of a Planter of St. Kit's, as well as their

* own, they would oppofe the raifing of any fuch Salary Set-

* tlement at all, whether on the Sugar or the Slaves, or any
* Thing elfe here, but rather apply to the Government, to
* find out feme Means for fupporting the Governor, ^c.
' But fo far are thefe Gentlemen from fhewing that Kindnefs
* to the Sugar Colonies or the Nation, that fome of them
' have earneflly enough recommended it to their Friends here,
' to promote the making of -fuch Settlements. (The French^
* our Rivals in the Sugar Trade are fo fenfible of this, that
' their Governors have almofl all along had very liberal Ap-
* pointraents out of their King's Goffers, and none of them
' are fufFered on any Pretence whatever, to draw any Profits
' from the People in thefe Parts.)

' Nay we feem, continues the Planter, to be fo fenfible of
' it- ourfelves, that one of the Inftrudlions of our prefent
* Governor, exprefly condemns the Grievance complained
* of, which Inftrudlion was not made publick here till after

' the Bills of SettlemiCnt had paffed through both Houfes in
' the feveral Iflands.' We are willing to infert this Inftrudi-

on here, becaufe we have before inferred another in Jntego

to the fame Governor, which is not of the fame Nature.
Whereas feveral Inconveniences have arifen to our Gover-

nors in the Plantations by Gifts find Prefents made our Gover-

nors
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non by the J/pmb/ies, ' It is our Will and Pleafure, that
' neither you nor any other Governor or Commander in
' Chief of our Leeward- IJJands for the Time being refpec-
* tively, do give your or their Confent Co the paffing any
* Law or Adt, for any Gift or prefent to be made to you
' or any of them by the AfTembly or AfTemblies of all or
' any of our faid Iflands, and that neither you nor they do
' receive any Gift or Prefent from any of the faid AfTemblies,
' on any Account or in any Manner whatfoever, on Pain of
' being recalled from that our Government.'

Houfe Rent not exceeding 400 /. per Ann. is excepted.

We fhould here finilh the Hiftory of the Englijh Leeward-

IJlandsj, becaufe thefe are all that are within this Govern-
ment : But there are two other fmall Charibbee-IJIands be-

longing to the Englijh, which remain next to be fpoken of,

and as to their Situation, they may be as well called Leeward^

JJlands as the others, we mean Barbuda and Anguilla,

0/ B A R B U p A.

^ HIS Ifland, which is by fome called Barhouthos, lie*
'* in 17 Degrees 30 Minutes North Latitude. It is about

15 Miles long, lying North Eaft from Montferrat.

The Land is low and fruitful, and the Englijh began to

plant it as early as Nevis, Montferrat, or any other of the

Leeward-IJJands, St. Chrijiophers excepted • for Sir Thomas
Warner who firfl fettled there, placed a fmall Colony in this

Ifland, but the Charibbeans difturbed them fo much, that

they were often forced to defert it and their Plantations.

There hardly pafled a Year, but they made one or tv/o In-
curfions, and that generally in the Night, for they durft not
attack them by Day : But the Damage the Englijh fuftained

by them made them weary of dwelling in a Place where
they were fo much expofed to rhe Fury of the Barbarians,
who diminifliing daily in Number, and the Europeans in-

creafing, the Englijh again pofleflTed themfelves of Barbuda,
and were 500 Inhabicants Go Years ago. There arenow 1000
or 1200 Souls upon it.

The Proprietary is the Honourable Chrijlopher Codrington,

Efq; and he puts in a Governor here, having the fame Pre-
rogative as the other Lords Proprietaries in their feveral Jurif-

didions in America,

This
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This Ifland has bred great Store of Cattle, and the Inha-

bitants employ theml'elves moflly in that Sort of Husbandry,

Corn and Provifions coming almoft always to a good Market

in the Sugar Illands.

There's Plenty of all Sorts of tame Cattle as in Europe^

and the EngUjh live here much after the fame Manner as they

60 in the Counties of England \ only their Labour in the

Field is not io hard as here, the Country being fo much hot-

ter. Col. Park's, Attempt to difpoflefs the Codrington^% of this

IJland^ is fpoken of in Antego. Next to it is.

ANGUILLA.
/fNguts Infula^ or Stiake IJland^ fb called from its Figure,

-^ being a long Tra6b of Earth, but narrow, winding al-

moft about near St. Martin's : From whence it may eafily

be feen. It lies in 18 Degrees, 21 Minutes,

The Country is level and woody, the Soil fruitful, and
the Tobacco that grew there formerly was reckoned very

good in its kind. There's not a Mountain in it. Where it is

broadeft, there's a Pond, about which the Englijh fettled in

the Year 1550. Their Bufinefs, like the Inhabitants of

Anguilla^ was to plant Corn, and breed tame Cattle ; for

which Purpofe they brought Stock v/ith them. They were
poor, and continue fo to this Day, being perhaps the lazieft

Creatures in the World. Some People have gone from
Barbad-js^ and the other EngliJ}:> Charibbee-IJlands^ thither,

and there they live like the firft Race of Men, without Go-
vernment or ReJigfon, having no Minifter nor Governor,

no Magiilrates, no Law, and no Property worth keeping, if

a French Author is to be believed VlJIe n'efl pas eftimee va-

loir la peine qu'on la garde^ ny qu'on la culdve. The Ifland

is not thought worth the trouble of defending or cultivating

it : In which perhaps the Frenchman is out ; for the Soil

being good, if an induftrious People were in Pofleflion of
it, they would foon make it worth defending.

The way of the prefent Inhabitants is to take no Care for

any Thing but Food and Rayment, which are both ordinary

enough, though of the two their Food is beft. They ge-

nerally marry h^re, and are given in Marriage, after the good
old Fafhion. They have no Lawyers to put them to the

Expence
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Expence of Jointures ; nor Priefts, to pick Money out of
their Pockets for Licences ; they truft to Honour, and it

being difficult for any Man or Woman here to make their

Condition better or vvorfe by Change, there are feldom any

Divorces : And if there is any Reafon for them, the People

have good Nature enough to put it up, every Man being his

own JVIafter, at lead every Mafter of a Family. This is a

fort of Primitive Sovereignty, where no Man's Power ex-

ceeded the Bounds of his Houfhold.

One would think fuch a poor People as this fhould live

quietly, and that no Enemy would pretend to invade them ;

indeed it was worth no Nation's while, but the fJ^i/d Irijb,

we call them fo, to diftinguifli them from the Englijh of

Ireland; and thefe Wretches thinking it was impoffible for

any Men to be poorer than themfelves, landed in the laft War,
and took away from the Inhabitants of AyiguUla the little

they had. In the Year 1589. the French put them afhore,

and they not only robbed, but abufed, and barbaroufly treat-

ed the Englifi.

Sir Timothy ThornhiU^ who was then at Antcgo^ hearing

of it, fent Captain Edward Tbarn^ with 80 Men, to bring

off the EngUJ}) that were on this Ifland, to prevent their

being fo infulted again.

Whether they removed or not, wc have not learnt, but it

is certain, there are now 150 Families upon it, and 8 or

900 Souls, who live poorly, and we might fay miferably, if

they were not contented j and confidering they defire no
more, and that they want nothing necelTary for Life, why
are they not as happy as the Inhabitants of Feru and Mexico ?

T \\ E
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THE

HISTORY
O F

JAMAICA.

CHAP. I.

Containing an Account of its Difcovery, Settle-

ment, the Conqueft of it by the Englijh j and

all other Events to the prefent Times.

THIS Ifland had the Honour to be difcovered

by Chrijiopher Columbus himfelf, Difcoverer of
the New World^ in his fecond Voyage from
Spain to the Weji-Indies. He landed here in

1494." the Beginning of May^ 14-94) and found, it the

moft beautiful and beft peopled Place he had yet feen in the

new difcovered World. The Natives endeavoured to hinder

Columbus his landing, but fix or feven of them being wounded by the
&««• Spanijh Crofs-bows; they became peaceable, bartered their

beft Goods with him for Trifles, and a young Indian

was fo fond of going with him to Spain, that he could not

be hindered by the Entreaties of his Relations j upon which
Columbus took him aboard, and ordered that he fliould be
civilly treated.

3202. In the Voyage Columbus made to the New World va 1502,
he met with fuch bad Weather, and his Ships were (o Worm
eaten and Leaky, that he ran them afhore at this Ifland. He
ftranded them as clofe together as he could, that they might

not budge, but lie rteady in the Water, which they did al-

moft
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moft up to the Deck. He then built Sheds on the Poops

and Forcaftles for his Men to be in, keeping ftridl Watch to

prevent their being attacked by the Natives. He fuftcred

none of them to come on board, nor any of the Spaniardi

to go afhore, except fuch as were particularly appointed to

encourage the Traffick with the Indians^ who bartered Gold,'^'^ 'j

Plate, Provifions, i^c. for Bells, Beads, and other fuch

-Toys, having neither Money nor Materials to build a Ship

out of the Wrecks he bought two large Canoos, in which
he fent his Secretary and others to Hifpanioloj about 20
Leagues diftant, where the Spaniards had then a Settlement

for another Ship and Provifions, but the Spanijh Governor
there, envying Columbus's fuperior Authority as General

and Admiral in thefe Parts, hindered his Secretary's pro-

curing a Ship to fetch him from Jamaica (the Englijh

Name of this Ifland, for Columbus called it St. Jago^ and

James not being SpaniJJj^ Jajnaica^ its* augmentative, mull

be entirely £«^/{/7;, agreeing with no other Language.) Here uhence th

he remained feveral Months, and was reduced to great -^"""^ "f

Streights, tell at laft his Men mutinied, and moft of them-^^'"*'*^**

deferted him- feized 10 Canoos which Columbus had bought

of the Natives, and fet out from the moft Eafterly Point of

this Ifland, now Point Negril, for Hifpaniola, but were
forced back again, and roving up and down the Country,

plundered the Indians for Subfiftence. To put a Stop to

their Ravages, Columbus ordered one of his Brothers with a

Party of chofen Men to reduce the Mutineers to Obedience.
Several of them were killed, and the reft fubmitted, after

which one of the Perfons whom Columbus had fent to Hif-
paniola returned to Jamaica with a Ship in which he and the

Spaniards that remained here with him, removed to that

Ifland, from whence he returned to Spain^ and there died of
Grief, chiefly for the ungrateful Treatment he met with from
the Court of Spain^ for which he had found out a New
Worlds as he faid himfelf in an Epitaph he diredled to be
put on his Tomb.

A Cajlilia y a Leon

Jsluevo Mondo die Colon.

He had in a former Voyge been feized by the Spanifl)

Governor of Hifpaniola, and lent to Spain in Chains, on a

falfe Accufation j a fine Reward for that Service. He
carried the Remembrance and Refentmenc of that vile

Ufage with him to his Grave, notwithftanding he came otF

with Credit in Spain, and was employed as before, for he
ordered his Chains to be buried with him in his Gruve.

It
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nioft up to the Deck. He then built Sheds on the Poops

and Forcaftles for his Men to be in, keeping ftridt Watch to

prevent their being attacked by the Natives. He fuftered

none of them to come on board, nor any of the Spaniards

s to go afhore, except fuch as were particularly appointed to

encourage the Traffick with the Indians^ who bartered Gold,^'^ '^

Plate, Provifions, &c. for Bells, Beads, and other fuch

Toys, having neither Money nor Materials to build a Ship

out of the Wrecks he bought two large Canoos, in which

he fent his Secretary and others to Hifpaniohj about 20
Leagues diftant, where the Spaniards had then a Settlement

for another Ship and Provifions, but the Spanijh Governor

there, envying Columbiish fuperior Authority as General

and Admiral in thefe Parts, hindered his Secretary's pro-

curing a Ship to fetch him from Jamaica (the Englijh

Name of this Ifland, for Columbus called it St. Jago^ and

James not being SpaniJ})^ Jamaica, its' augmentative, mult

be entirely EngliJh,' zgveelng with no other Language.) Here U'hencs the

he remained feveral Months, and was reduced to great ^'''"^ "/

Streights, tell at laft his Men mutinied, and moft of them-^^'"*'"*

deferred him ; feized 10 Canoos which Columbus had bought

of the Natives, and fet out from the moft Eafterly Point of

this Ifland, now Point Negril, for Hilpaniola, but were
forced back again, and roving up and down the Country,

plundered the Indians for Subfiftence, To put a Stop to

their Ravages, Columbus ordered one of his Brothers with a

Party of chofen Men to reduce the Mutineers to Obedience.

Several of them were killed, and the reft fubmitted, after

which one of the Perfons whom Columbus had fent to Hif-
paniola returned to Jamaica with a Ship in which he and the

Spaniards that remained here with him, removed to that

Ifland, from whence he returned to Spain, and there died of

Grief, chiefly for the ungrateful Treatment he met with from
the Court of Spain, for which he had found out a New
World, as he faid himfelf in an Epitaph he diredted to be
put on his Tomb.

A Cajiilia y a Leon

JSluevo Mondo die Colon. »

He had in a former Voyge been feized by the Spanifl}

Governor of Hifpaniola, and lent to Spain in Chains, on a

falfe Accufation ; a fine Reward for that Service. He
carried the Remembrance and Refentment of that vile

Ufage with him to his Grave, notwithftanding he came otf

with Credit in Spain, and was employed as before, for he

ordered his Chains to be buried with hitn in his Grave.

It
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It was three Years after his Death, before any Spanijh

Colony was fettled here. They flocked hither from Europe^

1J&9. and built three Cities about the Year 1509. As Seville on
the North Coaft j Mellila on the fame Coaft, and Orijian

on the South Coaft, towards the Weftern Part of the Ifland,

14 Leagues from Seville^ Delaet writes Mellila was builc

hy Columbus himfelf, but that is plainly erroneous; for

Columbus needed not to have raifed Sheds on the Poops and

Forecaftles of his wrecked Ships, if he had had a City to

have houfed his Men in, when he was the laft Time in

'Jamaica. It is moft likely his Son and his Brethren carried

on the Settlement of the Spaniards, and built thofe Cities

for them after his Death. His Son Diego, who wrote hi»

Life, built the City of La Vega^ which he called St. Jago de

la Vega, and the Situation of it being more pleafant and

healthful than that of the other Cities, fo many of the In-

habitants of ihe later' removed thither, that Seville^ Mellila

and Oriflan, were left almoft defolate, and St. Jago en-

creafed in Buildings and People, till there were counted in it

1700 Houfes, two Churches, two Chapels and an Abbey

:

Diego Columbus was the firft European Governor of thii

Ifland. He alfo had all, or the greateft Part of it in Pro-

perty, and his Succeflbrs if not himfelf. Defendants from
Columbus, were'ftiled Dukes de la Vega^ but they exaded fuch

high Rents from the Planters, that it was a great Difcourage-

ment to them, and hindered the Growth of this Colony^

when the Spaniards were in Pofleffion of the Ifland, which

lies in 18 Degrees North Latitude, and is at an equal Diftance,

20 Leagues from Cuba and Hifpaniola, 50 Leagues in

Length from Eaji to Wejl, and 20 or more in Breadth.

The Spaniards lived moltly at La Vega^ and kept Slaves to

plant there : After Portugal became fubje61: to Spain^ the Por-

tuguefe, a more induftrious Nation than the Spaniards, would

have improved the Culture and Commerce of Jamaica, but

the Spaniards were not very forward in giving them En-
couragement.

The Spaniards here minded no Sort of Manufa6ture or

Trade, but lived lazily in Town upon what their Slaves brought

them from their Stanchas or little Plantations in the Country.

They fold fmall Quantities of Sugar, Tobacco and Cho-
colate, Hides, Pepper, Tallow and Cocoa Nuts, to fuch

Mafters of Ships as came hither
;
yet for the Pofleffion of a

Place which they would not be at the Pains to cultivate,

they cut the Throats of 60,000 Indians Natives of this

Ifland. They Vv^ere not themfelves 1500 Inhabitants and is

many Slaves, when the Englijh conquered it.
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t)on Pedro de Squibelloy whom Diego Columbu: had appoint-

ed his Lieutenant, was deeply concerned inj the maflacring

the Natives, fomc of whom,as the Bifliop of Chiapa writes,

were roafted alive by his Countrymen the Spaniards^ and
others torn in Pieces by Dogs. The Darbariries thofe Maf-
facrers exercifed on the innocent Inhabitants, as related even
by a Spaniard^ cannot be read without Horror.

In 159^, Sir Anthony Shirly who had been cruizing on
the Continent of the Spanijh JVcjl- Indiesy landed at Jamaica,
took St. JagOj plundered the Ifland, and then left it. And
about the Year KS35, Col. Jackfon with a Fleet of Ships

from the Leeward-IJlands^ came hither, landed 500 Men at

Pajjlige-Fort, drove 2000 Spaniards from their Works, took
St. Jago wich the Lofs of 40 Men, facked the City, and
divided the Spoil with his Soldiers. Then putting the Town
to Ranfom, he received a confiderable Sum to fave it from
Burning, and retreated to his Ships, the Enemy not daring to

difturb his Rear.

After which the Spaniards poflefifed the Ifland undifl:urbed,

till Cromivell, by the Perfuafions of Cardinal Mazarine^ who
politickly contrived it, to make Ufe of his Arms againft the

Spaniards then at War with the French, fitted out a Fleet for

the Canqueft of Hifpaniola. 2000 Old Cavaliers, and as many
of Oliver's ftanding Army, befides Volunteers and neceflfi-

tatedPerfons embarked for this Expedition.

The Command of the Army was given to Col. Venables,

and Admiral Pen, who were ordered to call at Barbados and
the Leeward-IJlands, to take in more Forces there ^ it not

being doubted, but thofe Colonies would be willing to alTift

in an Enterprize, by which, in all Probability, they would re-

ceive moft Profit.

Col. Doyly, Col. Haynes, Col. Butler, Col. Raymundy and
other OflScers of Note, accompanied the Generals Fenables

and Pen, who arrived at Barbados in the Year 1655. From ,6^^,

whence two Men of War were fent to St. Chrijiophers and

Nevis to raife Volunteers. They were fupplied with feve-

ral Neceflaries at Barbados, where Hundreds of Volunteers

joined them, and no lefs than 1300 at the Leeward-IJlands.

On the f 3 th of April the Fleet made Land at H./paniola,

and difcovered the Town of St. Domingo. The next Day,
as it had been concluded at a Council of War, General Fe-

nables (who had uxorioufly carried his Wife with him) landed

7000 Foot, a Troop of Horfe, and 3 Days Provifions; but

this Enterprize not having hitherto any Relation to the Hi-

ftory of Jamaica, we fball content ourfelves with a general

Account of it i that our Forces were defeated, and their

Vol. II. X Com-
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Commander Venables forced inglorioufly to retreat to his Ships,

having loft the brave Col. Haynes, and a great many Men.
When the Troops were reimbarked, a Council of War

was held, and it was refolved to make a Defcent on "Jamaica^

where they arrived the 3d of May. The Generals landing

their Men, marched diredtly to St. Jago the Capital of the

Ifland, intending to ftorm the Place immediately ; and to

prevent the fame Fate they met with at Hifpaniola by the

Cowardice of their Men, Proclamation was made, That he

who faw his Fellow run, fhould flioot him.

The Spaniards had had no Information of the Defeat of

the Englijh at Hifpaniola, and were in no Condition to op-

pofe an Army of roooo Men, and fo many they were ftill

:

So they made Ufe of Policy more than Arms to fave them-

felves and their Effeds. And when General Venables advanced

near the City, they defired 10 capitulate, which being grant-

ed, they fpun out the Treaty as long as they could, that they

might in the mean Time fend away their Treafure into the

Woods. To amufe the Englijh^ they furniflied the Army
with frelli Provifions, and prefented Mrs. Venables with fome
of the choiceft Fruits and Delicacies of the Ifland j which

H'eVerirgii.had a good EfFeft on her Husband, and put him in a good
ej Jamaica. Humour till the Spaniards had done their Bufinels : Other-

wife his Patience might have been worn out before their beft

Moveables were fafe in the Mountains and Coverts up in

the Country j to which they fled themfelves afterwards, and

left the Englijh a naked Town to poflfeis, where they found

fine Hcufes without Inhabitanrs or Goods ; which was a ter-

rible Difappointment to an Army who expeded Plunder,

and had been baulked already.

They removed all they had, their Wives and Children to

the Woods and Fortrefles. From whence they Tallied in

Parties and furprized the Englijh^ of whom they cut off fe-

veral Bands, before they could tell how to come at them.

They came down upon Venables'^s Men in the Night, and

attacked them when they were in no Manner of Expedation

of an Enemy, and for Want of Knowledge of the Coun-
try, could not purfue them.

At laft the Spaniards grew weary of their hard Quarters

in the Mountains, which did not at all agree with their rio-

tous Way of living at St. Jago-^ and defpairing to be able to

diflodge the Englijh^ who began alfo to find them out in their

lurking Places, they retired to Cuba., leaving the Molattoes

and Negroes in the Woods to harafs the Enemy, and keep

Pofleffion of the Ifland till they returned.

The
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The Vice-Roy of Mexico commanded them to return to

yamaica, and ordered the Governor of Cuba not to let them
ftay there, fending them Word, that he would fupply them
with Men and Ammunition to recover what they had loft.

Accordingly they came back, and fcattered themfelves up and
down in fingle Families, that they mi^iic be able to fubfift the

better, and prevent being difcovered by the EngUJh. But
this miferable Courfe of Life killed feveral of them, and
there came no more than 500 Soldiers to their AlTiftance,

who alfo refufed to join with them, when they faw the weak
Condition they were in, and retreated to the North of the

Ifland, fortifying themfelves in a Place called St. Chereras,

Waiting for a Reinforcement.

In the mean Time the Engljjh pofTefiTed themfelves of all

theSoudiand Souch-Eaft Parts of the IHand: A Regiment
^i^''*'

was feared about Port Morant^ to plant and fettle there, and

others in other Places j over whom Col. Doyly was left Go- '^o'- °°y'y

vernor with between 2 and 3000 Land-Forccs, and about 20
"*"''""'•

Men of War, commanded by Vice-Admiral Goodfon.

Venables and Pen returned Home, and arrived in England
m September^ where they were both imprifoned for their

fcandalous Condudt in this Expedition ; which would have
been an irreparable Diflionour to the Englijh Nation, had
not the Ifland of Jamaica^ which Chance more than Coun^
cil beftowed upon them, made amends for their Lofs at

Hifpaniola.

Cromwell bore this Misfortune with an heroick Temper,
which he was always Mafter of j and to put the beft Face
upon the Matter, highly extolled the Advantage of this new
Acquifition in the Wejl- Indies^ refolving to maintain the Foot-

ing he had got there ; and not liking Col. Doyly fo well as

Venables had done, he commanded a Squadron of Men of

War to be fitted out for Jamaica^ whither he fent Major
Sedgeivicky to take upon him the Government in the Room
of Col. Doyly.

With Sedgewick went Col. Humfreys.^ the Son of him who
carried the Sword before Prefident Bradjlmw at the King's

Trial, and 1000 frefti Men.
Col. Doyly^ before the Arrival of thefe Troops, had dif-

covered where the Spaniards had fortified themfelves, and

marched to attack them. Thirty Companies more of Spa-

niards were by this Time fent to reinforce the forn^er, who
had raifed feveral ftrong Works for their Defence at Rio AW<7,

in St. Mary's Precind, having received Cannon and Stores

of Ammunition from Cuba and the Continent. However,

X2 Col.
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Col. Dvyly in a few Days beat them out of their Entrench-

ments, and demolifhed their Fortification.

This great Lofs, with others that happened much about

the fame Time at Point Pedro^ where a Party of them had

again feated themfelves and were driven thence, made the

Spaniards defpair of ever recovering the Illand ^ fo they put

their Wives, Children, and Treafure aboard a Ship, and a-

bandoned it to the EngUJh.

In this Adion at Rio Novo^ the EngU/h regained the Re-
putation they had loft at Hifpaiiiola. The Spaniards were

twice their Number and ftrongly entrenched, yet Col. Doyly

drove them to their Ships, and they never made any con-

fiderable Attempt againft the new Comers afterwards.

Their Negroes finding their Matters were cither knocked

on the Head by the EngUJh or dead of Diftempers, cut the

Throat of the Governor who had been fet over them, and

chofe one of their Comrades to command them,

j.-,^^^ Thefe lived a while in the Mountains by Game and Rob-
bery, but finding they were not able to keep their Ground
long, they fent to Col. Doyly^ and oflFcred to fubmit on
Terms of Pardon ; which being granted, their Captain came
in with his Company, and laid down their Arms. Some
Molattces and Spaniards ftill ftood out, moft of whom Col.

Doyly deftroyed, by employing the Slaves to hunt them out

of the Woods. The Spaniards inftead of thinking of chaf-

tizing the revolted Negroes, defired fome Affiftance from

them. To fuch a wretched Extremity ©f Fortune were they

reduced.

The Slaves were fo far from helping them, that to fhew

their Loyalty to their new Matters, they either murdered them

themfelves, or difcovered the Places of their Retreat to

the EngUJh, who in a Year's Time cleared the Ifiand of

them wholly, except 30 or 40 Negroes and Molattoes-, who
either out of Hopes of procuring their Liberty by it, or

Love to their old Matters, or Hatred to their new, kept in

the Mountains, and flayed there living by Robbery and

Game.
They committed feveral Murders, and fearing they fhould

be feverely punittied if taken, the greateft Part of them

made their Efcape to Cuba in Caukds ; fince which there

have been no Attempts againft Jamaica by the Spaniards

worth Remembrance.
The Spanijh Negroes who remained in the Mountains

were afterwards joined by the EngUJh rebellious Negroes, and

from thence made frequent Defcents into the Valleys j which

forced the Government of Jamaica to build Forts, and

keep
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keep Guards, to defend the En^Ii^j againft being Turprized.

Some of them, about 20 Years ago, came down upon the

E'lglijh, and murdered Mrs. Coates and her Family. She
was the Wife of Judge Coates^ who afterwards lived at Bay

\hados ; and it is faid thcfe Slaves or their Defcendants, lurk

'^n the Hills to this Da)-. To prevent their doing Mifchief,

feveral Laws haVe been made againft the Negroes travelling

without Paffes.

We hope the Reader will not think this a Digrcdion,

^\\\ZQ. we did it only to follow the Spaniardi and their Slaves,

as far as we could.

The Englijh feeing they were Mafters of the Ifland, fell to

Planting with equal Induftry and Succefs, and they received

conftant Supplies of Men, Provilions and Neceflaries from
England.

When the Engllfh had no more foreign Enemies to deal

with, they quarrelled amongfl themfelves, and the Soldiers fell

into a dangerous Mutiny ; for what my Author, Parfon Hick-

eringill of E[fex.^ who was a Captain in the Army in the Hif-
panlpla Expedition and wrote of Jamaica^ docs not let us

know. The chief of the Mutineers was Col. Raymund^
who had debauched alraofl all the Soldiers, being a Alan in

high Efteem among them. He drew Lieutenant Colonel

Tyfon into the Confpiracy, which it is likely was to feize the

Government themfelves.

Col. Doyly difcovering the Plot, had them both tried by a

Court Marflial, who pafled Sentence on them to be Hiot to

Death. Col. Raymund died with a great deal of Refolution,

but Tyfon with Regret and Sorrow.

Major Sedgewick died a few Days after his Arrival, of a

Diftemper that then raged in the Ifland. Col. Fortefcuc fol-

lowed him, and Col. Humphreys was forced to return to

England.

Cromwell^ who refolved to have a Governor that fliould be

[lis Creature at Jamaica^ fent Orders to Col. Brayne in
^^/^ Brayne

Scotland, to fhip of? i ooo Men from Port Patrick, and Govcnm.

fail for Jamaica, where he was to take upon him the Go-
vernment ; for Oliver did not at all like Col. Doyly, who was

a Sort of an old Cavalier: Yet that Gentleman kept in his

Place till after the King's Reftoration, for Co\. Biayne did

not long furvive his Arrival at Jamaica ; and the Rump con-

tinued Col. Doyly in his Government after CromwelFs Death, Cof. Doyly

and Richard's Abdication.
Covcmou

This Gentleman brought the Colony into Order, en-

couraged the People's Induftry, and put the Soldiers upon

Planting. Moft of the firft Engli/h Inhabitants of this Ifland

X 3 were
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were military Men, and it was neceflary it fliould be fo,

becaufe lying fo near the Spaniards^ it was expedted they

would have been forced to have fought for what they had
j

but they were very quiet from any Invafion for above thirty

Years. Some of them who did not care to turn their

Hands to the Culture of the Earth, nor leave their Military

Life, turned Privateers, and cruizing on the Spaniards^ got

many rich Prizes, which grew to fuch a Trade afterwards,

that when Spain had given up Jamaica, and Peace was con-

cluded between the two Nations, yet the Englijh could not

forbear Privateering ; and thence rofe the Buccaneers, fo fa-

mous in the Reign of King Charles II. at Jamaica.
Lwd Wind- Colonel Doyly was recalled upon the King's Reftoration,
foxGovcrnor. ^^^ ^^^ Lord Windfor font Governor thither. Several Gentle-

men removed from the other Colonies thither, as Sir Thomas

Modiford from Barbados, where he had got a vaft Eftate

;

but defirous to get more, with greater Eafe and Pleafure than

he could do at home ; he removed to the new Settlement,

where he was very ferviceable to the young Planters, by his

Inftrudion and Government, when the King advanced him
to that honourable OflSce, which he did about the Year
1553. And in his Time the Settlement was encreafed fo

much, that there were between 17 and 18000 Inhabitants.

As,

1 Port-Royal V^xi?^,

2 St. Katharine,

3 St. John,

4 St. Andrew,

5 St. David,
6 St. I'homas,

7 Clarendon,

8 St. George,

9 St. Mary,
10 St. Anne, ^ .

—

1 » 1 2000
1

1

St. James,
12 St. Elizabeths

Families.
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The Ifland began to abound in Money, which was brought

thither by the Buccaneers^ as the Pyrates in the Spanijh Weji-

Indies are called. And the Government of Jamaica^ tho*

they were far from encouraging any fuch wicked Courfes, yet

winked at them, in Confideration of the Treafures they

brought thither, and fquandered away there.

The firft of thefe who was famous in Jamaica^ was one

Bartholomew^ firnamed the PorUtguefe^ who was accompanied

by feveral EngUJhmen. This Man, in his laft Expedition,

was caft away, as he was making to Port-Royal with a Prize,

on the Sands called Jardines. He was fucceeded in the

Command of the Buccaneers by a Duichmariy born at

Groningueny in the United Provinces ; and, for having lived

moft part of his Time at Braftl^ called Brafilano.

When the Portuguefe drove the Dutch out of BrafiU this

Fellow came to Jamaica^ where not being able to maintain

himfelf according to the Extravagance of his Nature, he

turned Pyrate. While he was a private Man he had got fuch

a Reputation among his Companions, that a Company of

Mutineers of them chofe him for their Captain, In his firft

Voyage he took a great Ship, bound home with Plate, and

otherTreafure from New SpainyWhich he carried tojamnicay
and as foon as thefe Buccaneers landed, they fled to the Stews

and Gaming-houfes, to eafe themfelves of the Load which
'

they had fcraped together with fo much Hazard. They
have given 500 Pieces of Eight for a Favour from a Strumpet,

who would have bcftowed it on another for a Bottle of Ale.

They would buy Wine by the Pipe, force ail that came by
to drink, and throw away as much as was drunk. By fuch

Practices one of them ipent 3000 Pieces of Eight in lefs

than a Month.
Brafdiano^ by fuch Ways, having reduced his Pocket to

almoft a folitary Piftole, put to Sea again, took a Ship bound
from New Spai/h to Maraca'ibo j but in a fecond Voyage was

taken, as he landed on the Coaft of Campcche^ carried before

the Governor, and condemned to be hanged, together with

all his Companions : However he got off fo far by a Wile,

that their Lives were fpared, and they were fent to Spain to

the Galleys j from whence, by another Wile, they made
their Efcape, and got again to Jamaica, where they returned

to their old Trade.

Lavis Scot
J
a JVelJhman^ plundered the Town of Campeche^

Mansfeld took the Ifland of St. Katharine's^ John Davies

facked iV/Vartff«<7, and returned with 50000 Pieces ofEight to

Jamaica ; and in his next Voyage took and plundered the

Town of St. Aufiin\ in Florida, though there was a Gar-

X 4 rifoa
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rifon of 200 Men in the Caftle : But the moft renowned of

all the Buccaneers, was Henry Morgan, the Son of a IVelJh

Yeoman, of a good Eftate ; who not liking his Father's

Employment, enter'd himfelf aboard a Veflel, bound for

Barbados, where he was fold, and ferved his Time in that

lile. When his Time of Servitude expired, he 'came to

Jamaica, and engaged himfelf with fome Pyrates there
j

amongft whom he had fuch Succefs, that in three or four

Voyages, he got a good Stock of Money before-hand,

joined with others, bought a Ship, and went for Campeche,

where he took feveral good Prizes. After this he was chofen

by Mansfdd, an old Pyrate, to be his Lieutenant, and they

failed from Port-Royal with 15 Ships, manned with 500 ftouc

Men, who attacked the Ifle of St. Katharine's, made them-

felves Matters of it, and Mansfeld left one Monfieur Simon

Governor of it, with 100 Men. Mansfeld's Defign was
upon Banama, but hearing the Spaniards were prepared to

give him a warm Reception, he contented himfelf with the

Conqueft of St. Katharine's; which Ifland was fo fruitful, fo

pleafant, and fo conveniently fituated for invading or roving

on the Spanijh Coafts in America, that he would fain have

made a Settlement there j but Sir Thomas Linch, then Go-
vernor of Jamaica, Sir Thomas Modiford's Succeflbr, durft

not confent to it, it being too notorious a Breach of the

Peace between the two Crowns of England and Spain.

Mansfeld in Difcontent retired to Tortuga, an Ifland in the

Gulph of Mexico, about 15 Leagues from the Continent,

where the Pyrates nefted themfelves, and ufed to refrelh

after their Expeditions.

In the mean Time, Monfieur Simon, for want of Supplies,

was forced to furrender the Ifle of St. Katharine's to the

Governor of Cojia Ricca ; which he had fcarce done, before

a Ship arrived from Jamaica with Provifions, 14 Men and

:i£65. two Women, to begin a Plantation by their own Authority.

Mansfeld died at Tortuga, and Captain Morgan became
Chief of the Buccaneers.

In his firft Voyage he took Puerto Del Principe; but one
of his Men having killed a Frenchman, fo difgufted all his

Followers of that Nation, that they left him. Captain

Morgan divided 50000 Pieces of Eight among his Compa-
nions, v/ho haftened to Jamaica with the Purchafe, to fpend

it on Women, and other Debaucheries,

In the next Expedition, he took Puerto Veh, one of the

fineft Cities in the Government of Panama. The Treafure

they divided here amounted to 250000 Pieces of Eight, be-

fides Cloth, Linnen, Silk, and other Merchandize ; with

whicfe
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which the Buccaneers failed chearfully to Port-Royal, and

fcattered it about after their ufual Rate: By this Means

Money grew plenty, and Returns eafy to England^ where

many hundred thoufand of thofe Pieces of Eight have been

imported.

When he undertook his next Enterprize, he had no lefs

than 15 Ships, and 900 Men with him. He landed at the

Port of Occa, near Cape de Lobos, but met no Booty. He
alfo made an unfuccefsful Attempt on Htjpan'tola ^ . and

being at a Lofs whither to go, one of his Followers, who
had ferved Lolonnois^ a famous Buccaneer^ whom not fpend-

ing his Money at yamaica^ we have omitted fpeaking of,

though he was a mighty Man among the Pyrates, advifcd

him to fall upon Maracalbo in Terra F'lrma, which Lolmnoh

had before plundered. Morgan attacked and took the Town,
facked both that and Gibraltar^ and deflroyed three Spanijh

Men of War who lay off the Harbour, to intercept his Re-
treat. This Booty alfo amounted to 250000 Pieces of Eight,

befides rich Merchandize and Slaves, which were difpofed

of at Jamaica^ and the Money fpent in a convenientTime.
Thefe SucceflTes fo encreafed his Fame, that when he

rendezvoufed the next Year ztTbrtuga^ he had 2000 defperate

Fellows, and 37 Ships at his Service. His firft Attempt was

upon St. Katharini's liland, of which he again made himfelf

Mafter. He detached Captain Brodety to take the Caftle of

Chagre^ which facilitated his Defign on Panama, and fe-

cured his Retreat. Brodely having taken that Caftle, a Gar-

rifon of 500 Men was left in it j and Captain Morgan with

the reft:, about 14.00 effective Soldiers, advanced towards

Panama^ defeated 500 Horfe, and 1000 Foot, fent to op-

pofehim, affaulted the City, and took it, after a Difpute of

three Hours. When he was Mafter of the Town, he fet ic

on Fire, without confulting his Soldiers, or letting them
know who did it, for what Reafon no body can tell. The
Houfes mofl: of them were built with Cedar, very magni-

ficently and richly furniflied. There were 7000 Houfes in

the City, befides 200 Ware houfes.

Captain Morgan flayed here four or five Months, fending

out Parties to fcour the Country, and bring in Prifoners and

Plunder.

On the 24th of iv^rz/arj', \€-]\. he left the Town, or

rather its Ruins, loading 175 Beafts of Carriage, with

Silver, Gold, and other precious Spoils, and carrying

away with him (Joo Prifoners. He took and plun-

dered the Town of Cr«z, on the River Chagre, where

Captain Morgan obliged the Prifoners to ranfom themfelves,

threatning
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threatning to fell them for Slaves, if they did not j and

when he had raifed as much Money as he could, he divided

it among his Followers ; but the Dividend not coming to

above zoo Pieces of Eight a Man, they believed he had been

too hard for them ; and Morgan fearing a Mutiny, taking

with him three or four Ships, wherein were Men he could

truft, left them at the Caftle of Chaere, which he demo-
lifhed, nor durft the Pyrates venture to fall upon him, as

fome propofed, to be revenged on him for his Treachery.

It is believed that he had not played them fair ; and it is

no wonder to find a Pyrate guilty of unfair Play. The
Treafure he brought to Jamaica now was valued at near

400000 Peices of Eight.

After this Enterprize, Captain Morgan gave over the

Brucaneer Trade : He had a Projed to fortify the Ifland of

St. Katharine's^ to fettle it with Buccaneers^ make it a Har-

bour for Pyrates, and himfelf to be their Prince ; but before

he could bring his Projedt to bear, a Man of War arrived

John Lord from England with a new Governor, John Lord Vaughan^
vaughan and Orders from the King and Council for the late Gover-
Governor.

^^^^ gj^. 77,^^^^ Ltnch, to appear at Court, and anfwer to

fuch Articles as were prefented againft him by the Spanijh

Ambaffador, for maintaining Pyrates in thofe Parts, to the

great Lofs of the King of Spain's Subjeds.

The new Governor fenc to all the Coarts of Jamaica, to

acquaint all Sea-faring Men, that his Majefty intended to

oblerve the Peace between himfelf and the Catholick King
religioufly, and commanded his Subjeds not to comnnit any

Ads of Hoftility on the Spaniards ; however fome of them
ventured to land on the Ille of Cuba^ committing all man-

ner of Cruelty and Rapine, for which, as faft as they could

be taken, they were hanged at Jamaica ; where Sir Henry

Morgan, for fo we rauft now call him, the King having

conferred the Honour of Knighthood on him for his Bravery,

was made one of the Commiflioners of the Admiralty, Ro-

\ ^,. lert Byndlofs and William Bee/ion, Efq; being joined in.

' Commiffion with him. The Charader of this Man fhines

brightly as to his Valour, and certainly his taking of Panama
is an Adion that is hardly to be parallel'd ; but whether

his Honefty was equal to his Courage, and the Scandal of

Pyracy which he brought on the Englijh, be what we
ought to value ourff^lves upon, is not fo eafily decided, as I

Hlji.AceMtnt find it done by Sir Dalby Thomas, who, fpeakingof Sir Henry
of theWiA' Jl^organ, and his Misfortunes, afterwards fays, He was as
Indies.

^7-^a; an Honour to our Nation, and Terror to the Spaniards,

as ever was born in it.

-i
* Not-
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* Notwithftanding he had done nothing but by Commif-
* fion from the Governor and Council of Jamaica, and had
' received their formal and publick Thanks for the Adtion,
* he was, upon a Letter from the Secretary of State, fent
* into England a Prifoner, and without being charged with
* any Crime, or ever brought to a Hearing, was kept here
* three Years, at his own great Expcnce, not only to the
' wafting of fome Thoufands he was then worth, but to the
* Hindrance of his Planting, and Improvement of his For-
* tune by his Induftry, towards which none in Jamaica vfzs
* in a fairer Way: So he wafted the remaining part of his

* Life, opprefled by a Court Faction, and a lingring Con-
* fumption, brought upon him by his Troubles here, and
' the Coldnefs of the Climate. This happened feveral Years
* afterwards, during the Government of the Lord Vaughan*
One of the great Difficulties that happened, was the arbitrary

Proceedings of a new Company, calling themfelves the

Royal African Company of England. The King granted

them a Charter, bearing Date the 2dth of September, i6y2.
to trade to Guinea, Binny, Angola, and South Barbary, ex-

clufive of all others. The Duke of York, Prince Rupert^

the Earl of Shaftshury, and other Perfons of the firft Qua-
lity, being of the Company

J
who, by Virtue of this Charter,

pretended to monopolize the Trade, and make Prize of all

Ships that came from any of thole Parts of Africa, with

Negroes, or other Merchandize, without their Licence.

The Duke of York entered fo far into the Intereft of this

Corporation, as to threaten Sir Jonathan Atkins, Governor
of Barbados, to turn him out of his Place, for but feeming

to give Countenance to Interlopers j a Name they gave thofe

Merchants, who, contrary to that unjuft Monopoly, traded

to Africa.

Several Ships v/ere taken by them from the Owners for-

cibly, the Men of War having Orders to feize all private

Traders^ and they took from one Merchant, Sir John Bav)-

don, at Times, to the Value of above 10900 /. They were
fo fevere, that they feized Ships, whether they had a Right

to do fo by their Charter or not ; and Merchants were afraid

to try their Caufes, for fear of being thought to oppofe

the King's Prerogative, a Bug-bear Word in that Reign.

Their Agents, in the Lord Vaughanh Government, de-

tained the St. George, a Ship belonging to the above-men-
tioned Bawdon, and configned to Samuel Bernard, Efq; one
of the prefent Council of Jamaica ; but that worthy Mer-
chant aflerting his Right before Sir Thomas Modiford, then

Chief Juftice, was too hard for the Company's Agents, and

put
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put them to near looo /, Expence to defend themfelve's fo'^ i

their Rapine.

It would be endlefs to give an Account of all the wicked
Practices of thefe Agents in Jamaica^ if we had had a per-

fed Hiitory of them tranfmitted to us. Their Tyranny was
one of the greateft Grievances to Trade that ever it was
opprefTed with, and threarned to ruin all the Sugar Planta-

tions, had not the Parliament in England xegxAzitd the Com-
pany, and laid the Trade of Africa^ in a great Meafure
open.

About this Time, Mr. Cranfield^ Mr, Duhnfield^ and
and Mr. Brent, Commiflfioners for removing the Englijh

Colony from Surinam, according to a Treaty concluded be-

tween King Charles and the States-General, arrived at

""Jamaica from that Plantation, with the Englijh, Men, Wo-
men, Children, and Negroes, to the Number of 1200 Pef-'

fons, whom the Governor, the Lord Vaughan, received very

gracioully, according to Inftructions he had from Court, and
provided Land in St. Elizabeth's Precin6t, as much to one as

to another, for them to plant. The Addition of fo many
Hands was a great Service to Jamaica, and the Goodnefs
of the Soil, beyond that of Surinam, made thfe Planters

amends for leaving their old Habitations.

To the Lord Vaughan fucceeded the Right Honourable
Charles, Earl of Carlijle, who arrived at Jamaica in the

Year 1(578. The Lord Vaughan removing to England, the

People of this liland were very free with his Lordfliip's

Character, and it is to be hoped more free than juft • for

they did not ftick to charge him with felling his own Ser-

vants; a Story equally falfe and abfurd, v/hich fliould not

have been mentioned, but to clear that noble Lord from the

Afperfion which the Malice of his Enemies laid upon him.

it may perhaps be true, that, he made haft to grow as rich as

his Government would let him -, and when Governors are

of that Opinion, the Inhabitants are generally Sufferers

by it.

During the Lord CarliJIe's Government, the People of

this Ifland were alarmed with groundlefs Fears of an Inva-

fion from the French, the Count D'Ejlree being in thofe

Parts, with a Squadron of French Men of War ; but th6

Apprehenfions of the Englijh here were founded on Reports

of Plots and Maflacres in Engla?id, the Popifh Plot being

then lately difcovered.

The Country not agreeing very well with the Earl of

Carlijle, he returned to England, in a Merchant' Ship, and

arrived at Plymouth in Septefnbfr, i6So. having left Sir
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Henry Morgan Deputy Governor, for he was not yet fallen

under the Difpleafure of the Court,

Sir Henry being informed that "Jacob Ever/on^ a Dutchmariy

(a moft notorious Pyrate) rid then in Cow-Bay with a Sloop,

and a Barqua Longa^ having about loo Men with him, he

prefently ordered a Sloop, that was an excellent Sailer, and

very fit for the Service, to be manned with 50 Men, befides

OiEcers, and fet Centinels to hinder any Boats or Men from
going off, to give the Pyrates Advice. The Sloop was ready,

and failed in an Hour's Time. On the i ft of February flie

came before Cow- Bay^ where the Pyrate rid, and as fiie

flood in without Colours, and with moft of her Men in the

Hold^ feveralof the Pyrate's Men that wereafliore, returned

aboard their Sloop and Bark, whicl? were to Windward of the

Governor's Sloop. As foon as Ihe was within Shot of the

Pyrates, the Commander in Chief ordered the King's Co-
lours to be hoifted, and laid them aboard. The Pyrates at

firft fired a few Small Arms, but did the Soldiers little Da-
mage j and when they faw them enter with Refolution and
Authority, many of the Pyrates leaped into their Canoes,

which overfet, and they were drowned. Their Fellows made
fome Refiftance after they were boarded, but in the End
the Governor's Men maftered them and the Sloop. In

the mean time, the Bark riding to leeward, cut, and got un-

der Sail, though not without vifible Damage, 3 or 4 of her

Men, who were mending a Top-Sail, difordered by a Shot

from the Governor's Sloop, being k^w to fall over-board.

The Sloop chaced her, but to no Purpofe, flie being a better

Sailer.

The Captain was killed in the Engagement, but his Men
who were almoft all Englijh^ Sir Henry Morgan fent to the

Governor of Carthagena^ by Captain Haywood^ that they

might receive due Punilhment for the Pyracies they had

committed on the Spaniards.

About the Year 1682, Sir I'homas Linch returned to Ja- j,>Tho.
maica^ with a new Commiflion to be Governor again, a Linch, g»-

Perfon who was eminently loyal. lewr.

In thofe Times, when the Presbyterian Plot was moft talk-

ed of in England^ News of the Difcovery of it was with

all poflible Speed conveyed to the Weji-Indies • and Sir

Thomas having Notice of it, he communicated it to the Af-

fembly then litting, who immediately came in a full Body to

the Governor and Council, to delire a Day might be fet

apart to give Thanks td Almighty God iox fo great and fignal

a Deliverance. Sir Thomas invited the Council and Alfem-

bly that Night to Supper, and treated them again on the

Thankf-
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Thankfgiving-Day. But what (hewed the Loyalty of this

AfTembly much more, was their continuing his Majeny*s Re-
venue 21 Years longer in this Ifland.

The Ruby Man of War about this Time, cruifed feveral

Months to the Windward to defend thofe Parts from Pyrates,

whofe chief Captain Van Horn loft one of his Ships, which

was taken by the Spanijh Fleet, but moft of the Men efcapedi

The AfTembly before-mentioned pafled feveral good Laws
which are printed at large and well abridged, in a Treatife

often fpoken of in this Hiftory of the Plantations.

Befides the Ruby, the Gwrnjey Man of War cruifed alfo

to Windward, for thofe Seas were full of Pyrates, who pre-

tended to have French Commiffions ; and when they met

with any Jamaica Men were very civil, fufFering them to

pafs and repafs untouched.

The Governor to wipe off the Scandal thrown upon him
formerly of encouraging Pyrates, was now very zealous a-

gainft them, and built a Galley with 54 Oars, which was

launched with great Solemnity the 12th of Juney and was

of great Ufe in fecuring the Coaft.

The Buccaneers however continued their Pyracies on the

Spaniards: They were Crews of all Nations, £nj-/{/2), Z)«/f^,

and French, In Sir Thomas Linch's Time, one Laurens and

one Michael Tankers headed them, and the Spaniards at Car'

thagena having Notice that they cruized off their Coafts, the

Governor there fent out 3 Men of War, one of 40, one of

3(>, and another of 20 Guns to take them j and they were all

three taken by the Pyrates, who killed 400 Spaniards^ with

the Lofs of 14 Men in December, 1683.

There happened nothing farther remarkable in Sir Thomas

Lynch's Government, which he held about 3 Years, and was

Cc.i. Hender fucceedcd by Col. Render Alolefworth^ a Man of great

Moiefworth Worch and Honour, whom King' iVilliam afterwards created
Governor.

^ Barouet. Col. Moiefworth was Governor when News
came hither of the Death of King Charles, and King James
the lid's Acceffion to the Throne, He refided at St. Jago

, de la Vega, or SpaniJ}} Town, and performed the Proclama-

tion of the King with all poffible Solemnity, himfelf appear-

ing at the Head of the Militia before the King's Houfe ; about

which feveral great Guns were planted, and fired on this Oc-
cafion. From thence he went to Port Royal, and before the

King's Houfe there drew up his own Regiraent,andat the Head
of them made the like Proclamation; which he afterwards

did for 'K.William, with as loud and much more unaflfeded Joy.

The Governor and Council tranfmitted a very loyal con-

gratulatory Addreis to King James; And this muft be faid

(or
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for the Gentlemen of the Plantations, they have been as for-

ward on fuch Occafions, as various as the Humours of them

have been, as the People of England.

In the fame Year 1689, the Pyrates in the South Seas were

in very great Diftrefs ; for having landed there at the Inftiga-

tion of [he Indians^ the latter deferted them, and their Re-
turn Home by Land was by that Means cut off, and that

Company perifhed by Want or the Enemy. Another, com-
manded by Monfieur Grammont took Ca?npeche, where they

found nothing but Indian Corn. Grammont took a Sloop be-

longing to Jamaica^ and forced the Men to ferve him j but

the Englijh taking the Advantage of fome Diforder among
the Pyrates, got away in the Night.

The French King hearing of this Pyrate's Robberies, fent

flridt Orders to all his Governors in America^ to recall the

CommifTions they had granted them, and forbid them to

commit any more Pyracies on the Spaniards^ or any other

Nation ; in which they had been till then encouraged.

In the Year 1687, a Poft-Office was ereded in 'Jamaica^

and Mr. James Wale made Poft-Mafter^ and the fame
Year the King appointed his Grace Chrijlopher Duke of Chriftopher

/ b emarle Governor of this Ifland, and he failed from Spit- ^"** "^^

^\
head in the Ajftjlance Man of War, the 12th of September^ ^tmtr^

his Lady the Dutchefs being on Board.

They arrived at Barbados in November, and at Jamaica in

January following, and were received with great Pomp.
It was faid this Lord was fent hither as to a Sort of Baniftimenr,

for his Zeal again ft Popery: But that feems to be a very fa-

vourable Report, for the Duke of Albemarle was no fuch

Zealot in Religion, to make the Court uneafy on that Ac-
count, nor a Man of fuch Interell in England^ that the Go-
vernment fhould entertain any Jealoufics of him.

The Truch is, he had lately got a great Sum of Money by
Sir IVilliam Phipi\ fifhing for Silver, and he had formed fe-

veral Projedls for lifhing for more, which he intended to put

in Execution, and thought if he was at Jamaica^ he might

forward it by his Prefence. He had alfo contradled fo many
Debts, that the Silver Sir William Phips brought him Home,
was not fufficient to clear them, and his Government he
thought would help to difcharge them.

Thefe and other Confiderations prevailed upon him to ac-

cept it ; but being a Man of Plcaiure and intemperate in his

Drinking, it was expeded the Country would not agree with

that Excefs, and fo it proved.

On Sunday the 15th of February 1(^87, there was an

Earthquake in Jamaica, It came by Shocks; there was

three
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three of them, with a little Paufe between. It lafted about"

a Minute's Time in all, and was accompanied with a fmall

Noife. It was generally felt all over the Ifland. Some
Houfes were cracked, and very near ruined j others being un-

covered of their Tiles ; very few efcaped fome Injury, and

the People were every where in a great Confternation. The
Ships in the Harbour of Port Royal felt it, and one that was

Eajlward of the Ifland coming hither from Europe^ met

with, as he faid, z. Hurricane 2X the fame Time. One riding

on Horfeback was not fenfible of it. A Gentleman being at

that Time abroad in his Plantation, faw the Ground rife like

the Sea, in a Wave, as the Earthquake paft along, and then it

went Northwards

The Spaniards who inhabited this Ifland and thofe neigh-

bouring, built their Houfes very low, and they con(ifl:ed only

of Ground-Rooms, their Walls being made of Poftis, which

were as much buried under Ground as they fl:ood above, on

Purpofe to avoid the Danger that attended other Ways of

Lowth. Building, from Earthquakes : And Dr. Bloan writes, / have

FhU. Tranf.jgg^ jfj {^g Mountains afar off" bare Spots, which the Inhabi-

"q
'^*

tants told me were the EffeSls of Earthquakes throwing down

Part of the Hills, which continued bare andjieep.

The terrible Earthquake that happened 4. or 5 Years after-

wards, makes this to be the lefs remarkable.

While the Duke of Albemarle was in Jamaica, King "James

granted a Commiflion to Sir Robert Holmes to fupprefs Py-

rates in America; and Sir Robert procured a Proclamation to

be publiihed for the more effeElual reducing and fuppreffmg

Pyrates and Privateers in America. He alio appointed 5^^-

phen Lynch, Efq; Conful in Flanders, to be his Agent a

Jamaica, whiiher he 'carried the before- mentioned Procla-

mation and fent it to the Spani/h Parts, as well on the North

Sea, as to Panama on the South Sea, being furniflied with all

NecefTaries and PalTports from the Crown of Spain.

The Duke did not live long in his Government, and his

Death is fuppofed to be haftened as much by the Alteration

of his Wine, as by that of the Climate j for coming to drink

Madeira Wine, which is many Degrees hotter than French

Wine, and not abating of the Quantity, it foon threw him
into a Diftemper that carried him to his Grave.

An eminent Merchant of London now living, being offer-

ed a Policy of Infurance on the Duke's Life to fubfcrlbe at a

good Premio he refufed it, and gave that for a Reafon before

the Duke embarked, his drinking Madeira Wine with the

fame Excefsas he had done Claret, which we have given, for

the fhortning his Arrival in Jamaica,
Col.
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Col. Mender Mole/worth was chofen Governor again on the ^o^- lender

Duke of Memarle's Death. The Duke's Body was em- g^HZT^
baltned and brought to England, in the fame Ship in which
the Dutchefsj the prefent Dutchefs of Montague^ returned.

There was an Agreement made between the Englijh and
Spaniards^ for a Trade in Negroes between Jamaica and the

Spanijh iVeJl-Indies. This Treaty was managed by Don
Santiago del Ca/iillo in London^ and he was appointed by the

King of Spain to be Commiflary General at Jamaica, for

fupplying the Spanijh Dominions in the Wcjhindies with
Slaves.

King William III. who then reigned in England, conferred

the Honour of Knighthood on the Dm, better known by

the Name of Sir James de Ca/iillo, and he refided feveral

Years in that Ifland. His Majefty gave the Government of

it to the Earl of Inchiqueen, who embarked in May 1(^90, T^e EarUf

and arrived there in due Time. Wnor"^
On the zgth of July, the Negroes belonging to Mr. Sut'

ton's Plantation in the Mountains, being about 400, broke out

into Rebellion, and having forced the Houfe, and killed the

Man who looked to it, feizcdupon5o Fuzees, BlundcrbufTes,

and other Arms, and a great Quandty of Powder and Shot,

four fraall Field-Pieces, and other Provi(ions, and marching

to the next Plantation killed the Overfeer, and would have

engaged the Negroes there to have joined with them, but

they hid themfelves in the Woods. Then they returned back,

and prepared to defend themfelves in Mr. Sutton's great

Houfe.

The Alarm was immediately given to the adjacent Quar- -

ters, and 50 Horfe and Foot marched againft them. In their

March they were joined by other Parties, who making all

together a good Body of Men, attacked the Negroes the

next Day ; the latter took to the Canes, firing them as they

went, but a Party of IVhite Men falling on their Rear
routed them, and purfued them feveral Miles. Many of the

Blacks were killed, and 200 of them threW down their

Arms, and fubmitted : The reft were afterwards either killed

or taken, and the Ringleaders of this Rebellion hanged as

they deferved.

In 1691, i\\Q\^oxd Inchiqueen (entxhQ Swan and Guernfty

Men of War, with the Quaker Ketch and a hired Mer-
chant-Man, to endeavour to deftroy what French Ships they

could find on the Coafts of Hifpjuiola, from the Ille of Jjb

to Porto Point, as likewife their Settlement on Shore.

Mr. Obrian commanded in chief in this Expedition, in

which were employed 000 Soldiers i and tho' their Succefs

Vol. II. Y did
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did not anfwer the Peoples Expedation, yet they took and
deftroyed feveral French Ships j and landing on the Coafts

did the Enemy feme Damage hardly enough to quit Coft.

The moft terrible Calamity that ever befell this Ifland or

perhaps any other, was the dreadful Earthquake which hap-

pened the 7th of June 1(^92, a moft amazing and tremendous

Judgment of the Almighty : For without prefiiming to enter

into a natural Defcripcion of fuch wonderful Phenomena of

Nature, our Religion requires us in all thefe Cafes, to look

up to the Omnipotent, the great Judge of the Hearts of Men,
as well as the ftrid Obferver of their Ways, and to read a

fevere LefTon of Repentance to ourfelves, from his Proceed-

ing with others in fo extraordinary a Manner.

It began between 1 1 and 12 a Clock at Noon, fhookdown
and drowned 9 Tenths of PortRoyal in two Minutes Time, and

all by the Wharfs-fidein lefs than one, very few efcaped there.

There is fomething very remarkable written by a Gentle-

Phii. Tranf. man from thence foon after, in Lowthorp's Abridgment. /
yoi. II. p. j^ ^11 j^y Pggpig dfi^ Goodsy my TVife, and two Men^ Mrs.

B. and her Daughter. One white Maid efcaped who gave

me an Account.^ that her Mijlrefs was in her Clofet x Pair of
Stairs high

J
andjhe ivas fent into the Garret where was Mrs.

B. and her Daughter when Jhe felt the Earthquake^ and hid

her take up her Child and run down • hut turning about., met

the Water at the 'Top of the Garret-fairs^ for the Houfefunk
downright, and is now near 3 o Foot under Water. My Soft

and I went that Morning to Liguania, the Earthquake took us

in the Midway between that and Port-Royal, where we were

near being overwhelmed by a fwift rolling Sea, fx Foot above

the Surface^ without any Wind. Being forced back to Ligua-

nia, wefound all the Houfes even with the Ground^ not a Place

to put our Heads in but in Negroes Huts. The Earth continues

to jhake (June 20th) 5 or 6 Times in 24 Hours^ and often.

trembling, great Part of the Mountains fell down^ and falls

down daily.

All the Wharfs at Port Royal funk down at once, and fe-

veral Alerchants were drowned with their Families and Ef-

fects, among whom was an intimate Friend of the Hiftorian's,

Mr. Jofeph Hetninge. There were foon feveral Fathoms of
•Water where this Street ftood, and all that in which was the

Church was io overflowed, that the Water flood up as high

as the upper Rooms of the Houfes that remained. The
Earth when it opened fwallowed up People, and they rofe in

other Streets ; (bme in the Middle of the Harbour, and yet

were faved, tho' at the fame Time about 2000 Whites and

Blacks periflied in this Town. At the North above 1000
Acres
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Acres of Land funk, and 13 People with ir. All the Houfes
were thrown down over the Jfland, and the furviving Inha-

bitants were forced to dwell in Huts. The two great Moun-
tains at the Entrance into \6 Mile IVdk fell and met, and fo

flopped up the River, that it was dry from that Place to the

Ferry for a whole Day ; by which Means vaft Quantities oi'

Fifh were taken up, to the great Relief of the Dilhefled.

At Yellows a great Mountain fplit and fell into the level

Land, covered feveral Settlements, and deltroyed 19 while

People. One of the Perfons whofe Name was Hopkir.s^ had
his Plantation removed half a Mile from the Place where it

formerly flood. The Water of all Wells from one Fathom
to fix Fathom, flew out at the Top with the violent Motion
of the Earth.

Another Account of this deplorable Judgment gives us a
lively and lamentable Idea of it. The Writer's own Words
will be moft fatisfadory, as we find them in a Letter in the

above-named Treatife. Between 11 and 12, wefelt the 7i^- ibid. 4121

vern where I then was Jhake, andfaw the Bricks begin to rife

in the Floor : At thefame Time we heard a Voice in the Streets

cry^ An Earthquake^ and immediately we ran out of the Houfy
where wefaw all People with lifted up Hands begging God''s

Ajfiflance. JVe continued running up the Street, while on either

Side of us wefaw the Houfesfamefwallowed up, others thrown

on Heaps j the Sand in the Street rifing like the Waves of the

Sea, lifting 7<p all Perfons that flood upon it^ and immediately

dropping down into Pits. At thefame Time a Flood of Water
broke in, and rolled thefe poor Souls over and over, fame ,

catching hold of Beams and Rafters of Houfes: Others were

found in the Sand that appeared when the Water luas drained

away, with their Legs and Arms out. Sixteen or eighteen of us

who beheld this difmal Sight, flood on afmall Piece of Ground

y

which Thanks be to God did not fink. As faon as the violent

Shake was over, every Man was defirous to know if any Part

of his Family was left alive. I endeavoured to go towards my

Hnufe upon the Ruins of the Houfes that were floating upon the

Water, but could not. At length I got a Canoo, and rowed

up the great Sea-fide towards my Houfe, where I faw feveral

Men and Women floating upon the Wreck out at Sea, and as

many of them as I could I took into the Boat, andfill rowed on

till I came where I thought my Hoife had flood, but could hear

of neither my Wife nor Family. Next Jlacrning I ivent from
cne Ship to another, till at lafi it pleafed God I met with my

Wife and two of my Negroes. She told me when Jhe felt the

HoufeJhake^ Jhe ran out and called all the Houfe to do thefame.

She was no fconer out hit the Sand lifted up, and her Negro

y 2. Wsman
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Woman grajping about her, they both dropt into the Earth tO'

gether, when at the very Injiant the Water came in, rolled

them over androver, till at length they caught hold of a Beam,
where they hung till a Boat camefrom a Spanifli Veffel and took

them up.

The Houfes from the Jews-Jireet to the Breaji-Work wer6

fhaken down, except 8 or 10 which remained, frqm the

Balcony upwards above the Water.

As foon as the violent Earthquake was over, the Water-

men and Sailors did not ftick to plunder thofe Houfes ; and

in the Time of the Plunder, one or two of them fell upon
their Heads by a fecond Earthquake, where they were loft.

When as the firft and great Shake was over, the Miniftfer

defired all People to join with him in Prayer, and among
them were feveral fews, who kneeled and anfwered as they

did, and it was obferved they were in this Extremity heard io

call upon Jefus Chrift.

Several Ships and Sloops were over-fet and loft in the

Harbour. Among the reft a Man of War, the Swan Frigat

that lay by the Wharf to careen. The violent Motion of

the Sea and finking of the Wharf, forced her over the Tops
of many Houfes, and pafling by that Where a Perfon called

my Lord Pike lived. Part of it fell upon her and beat in her

Round-houfe ; fhe did not over-fer, but helped fome Hun-
dreds in faving their Lives.

A great and hideous Noife was heard in the Mountains,

infomuch that it frightened many Negroes who had run away
* from their Mafters, and been feveral Months abfent, and

made them come Home. The Water that iftued from the

Salt-Pan Hills forced its PafFage from 20 or 30 Places,

fome more forcibly than others- for in 8 or 10 Places it

came out with fo much Violence, that had fo many Sluices

been drawn up at once, they could not have run with greater

Force, and moft of them 6 or 7 Yards high from the Foot of

the Hill
; 3 or 4 of the leaft were near 10 or 12 Yards high.

The Salt-Pans were quite overflowed. The Mountains be-

tween Spanijh-Town and Sixteen Mile Walk, as the Way lies

along the River, are almoft perpendicular about the Mid-
Way. Thefe two Mountains joined together, which flopped

the Paffage of the Water, and forced it to feek another,

that was a great Way in and out among the Woods and

Savana's,

'Twas 8 or 9 Days before the People had any Relief from
it: The People concluding it was funk like Port-Royal^

thought of removing to fome other Part of the Country.

^
The
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The Mountains along the River were fo thrown on Heaps,

that all People were forced to goby Guanaboa to Sixteen Mite

Walk. The Weather was much hotter after the Earthquake

than before, and fuch an innumerable Quantity of Musket-

toes, that the like was never feen fince the Ifland was inhabited.

A great Part of the Mountains at Tellows falling down, drove

all the Trees before it, and wholly overthrew and buried a

Plantation at the Foot of them. The Sand in Port-Royal

cracking and opening in feveral Places where People flood,

they funk into it, and the Water boiled out of the Sand,

with which many People were covered.

The Houfes that flood were fo fhattered, that few of them

were thought fit or fafe to live in, and mod of them remained

empty a Year afterwards. '

Thofe Streets that were next the Water-fide were the heft

in the Town, full of large Warehoufes, ftately Buildings,

and commodious Wharfs j clofeto which Ships of 700 Tuns
might lie and deliver their Lading. Here the principal Mer-
chants lived, and now alas! is (), 7, and 8 Fathom Water.

The Part that was left ftanding, was Part of the End of

that Neck of Land which runs into the Sea and makes this

Harbour j at the Extremity of which ftands the Fort not

fliook down, but much fhattered by the Earthquake. 'Twas
afterwards a perfed: Ifland.

The whole Neck of Land from the Fort to the Pallifadoes

or other End of Port-Royal^ towards the Land, which is above

a Quarter of a Mile, being quite difcontinued and loll in the

Earthquake, and is now aUb, with all the Houfes which Hood
very thick upon it, quite under Water. This Neck was at

firft nothing but Sands, which by the People's driving down
Timber, \A^harfing, 6^c. were by little and little gained in

Time out of the Sea, which now has at once recovered all

again. On this fandy Neck of Land did the Inhabitants

great heavy Brick Houfes iland ; whole Weight on fuch a light

Foundation contributed much to their Downfall, for the

Ground gave Way as far as the Houfes ftood only, and no

farther.

The Shake was fo violent, that it threw People down on
their Knees, and fometimes on their Faces as they ran along

the Streets to provide for their Safety j and it was a very

difficult Matter for them to keep on their Legs.

One whole Street, a great many Houfes of which flood

after the Earthquake, was twice as broad jthen as before

,

and in feveral Places the Ground would crack, and open

and fhut quick and fafl.

Y I ,
Major
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Major Kelly of this Ifland, reported he faw 2 or 300 of
thefe Openings at one Time; in fome of which many Peo-.

pie were abforpt, feme the Earth caught by the Middle and

iqueezed to Death, the Heads of others only appeared above

Ground ; fome were fwallowed quite down and caft up a-

gain with great Quantities of Water, while others went
down and were never more feen. Thefe were the fmaller

Openings, the larger fwallowed up great Houfes, and out of

fome of them iflfued whole Rivers, fpouting to a vaft Heigth

in the Air, accompanied with ill Stenches and ofFenfive Smells.

The Sky, which before was clear and blew, became in a

Minute's Time dull and reddifti, compared to a red hot

Oven. Prodigious Noifes were made by the Fail of the

Mountains, and terrible Rumblings were heard under

'

Ground.
While Nature was labouring with thefe Convulfions, the

People ran up and down pale and trembling with Horror like

fo many Ghofts, thinking the Diflblution of the whole

Frame of the World was at Hand.
The Shake ^as ftronger in the Country than in the Town,

where it left more Houfes ftanding than in all the reft of the

Ifland. People could not ftand on their Legs in other Places,

but fell down on their Faces, and fpread out their Arms and

Legs to prevent a greater Mifchief by falling by the Earth-

quake. Jt left not a Houfe ftanding at PaJJhge-Fort^ but one

at Liguania^ and none at St. 'Jago^ except a few low Houfes

built by the wary Spaniards. In feveral Places of the Coun-
try, the Earth gaped prodigioufly. On the North Side, the

Planters Houfes with the greateft Part of their Plantations

were fwallowed, Houfes, People, Trees, and all in one

Gap, inftead of which appeared a Lake of 1000 Acres over

:

Afterwards it dried up, and there remains not the leaft Ap-
pearance of Houfe, Tree, or any Thing elfe that was there

before.

In Clarendon Precin(S, there were great Gapings and

Spoutings of Water 13 Miles from the Sea. Many Marks
of thefe Gapings remain to this Day. In the Mountains

were the moft violent Shakes of all, and it is a general re-

ceived Opinion, that the nearer the Mountains the greater

the Shake. The Blue Mountains were the greateft Sufferers,

and for two Months together fo long the Shake lafted, they

bellowed out hideous loud Noifes and Echoings. Part of a

Mountain not far from Yellows, after having xnade feveral

Leaps, overwhelmed a whole Family and great Part of a

Plantation lying a Mile off; and a large high Mountain pot

^r from Port Morant^ i^ quite fwallowed up : In the Place

where
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where it flood, there is now a vaft Lake 4 or 5^ Leagues
over.

Some were of Opinion fhat the Mountains funk a little

;

certain it is, the Beauty of them is quite changed : For
whereas they ufed to look always Green, above half of the

Profpedt now lies bare; and how can that be otherwife,

when they were fo rent and torn, and fuch prodigious Quan-
tities of Trees rooted up and driven into the Sea by the

Earthquake, on which feveral hundred thoufand Tun have
been computed to float fometimes ?

Some think this whole Ifland is funk a little; others, that

Port-Royal funk a Foot, and feveral Wells in Legany do not

require fo long a Rope to draw Water out of them now, as

before the Earthquake by 2 or 3 Foot.

The Water in the Harbour of Port-Royal was fuddenly

raifed with fuch a ftrange Emotion, that it fwelled as in a

Storm; huge Waves appeared on a fudden, rolling with fuch

a Force that they drove moft Ships from their Anchors,

breaking their Cables in an laftant.

Capt. IPhips and another Gentleman happening to be at

Legany by the Sea-fide at the Time of the Earthquake, the

Sea retired fo from the Land, that the Bottom appeared dry

for 2 or 300 Yards ; in which they faw feveral Fi(h lie, and
the Gentleman who was with him ran and took up fome, yet

iif a Minute or two's Time the Sea returned again, and over-

flowed Part of the Shore, At Tall-Houfe the Sea retired

above a Mile. It is thought near 3000 People perilbed

in all Parts of the Ifland.

After the great Shake, thofe that efcaped got on board the

Ships in the Harbour, at leafl: as many as could ; where
fome of them continued above two Months, the Shakes

being all that Time fo violent and thick, that they were
afraid to venture afhore. Others removed to Kingjlon^

where from the firft clearing of the Ground, and from bad

Accommodations, the Huts built with Boughs, and not fuf-

ficient to keep out Rain, which in a great and unufual man-
ner followed the Earthquake, lying wet, and wanting Medi-
cines, and all Conveniences, they died miferably. Indeed

there was a general Sicknefs, fuppofed to proceed from the

noxious Vapours, belched from the many Openings of the

Earth all over the Ifland, infomuch that few efcaped being

Sick, and it is thought it fwept away 3000 Souls, thegreat-

eft Part from Kingjion only, which is not even now a very

healthy Place. Befides, the great Number of dead Bodies

floating from one Side of the Harbour to the other, as the

Sea and Land Breezes drove them, fometimes a 1 00 or aoo

Y 4 in
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in a Heap, may be thought to add fomething to the Unhealth-
fulnefs of this Ifland. Half the People who efcaped at

Port-Royal, died at. Kingjion-^ where were 500 Graves dug
in a Month's Time, and two or three buried in a Grave.
The Affembly appointed every 7th Day of June to be ob-

ftrved as a Day of Falling or Humiliation, unlefs it falls on
a Sunday, and then the Day after, in Remembrance of this

dreadful Earthquake,

The Lofs the Merchants fuflfered, both in Jamaica and
England, was much more than is pretended to be loft by
the Inhabitants of the Leeward-IJJands, yet they never foli-

cited for any Help ; it is true they did not fuffer by an Ene-
my : However the Aflembly confidered feveral of them,
particularly Mr. Benjamin Way, Mr. Jofeph Sergeant, Mr.
William Hutchinfon, Mr, Francis Hall, and Mr. Edmund
Edlyne, who owing Cuftoms for great Quantities of Wine,
which were deftroyed in the Earthquake, were by an Adt
indemnified from Payment of what Sums were due on that

Account.

Nor did this Calamity come alone, for the French about
the fame Time landed 300 Men on the North-Side of the
Ifland: Upon which the Guemfey Man of War, and feveral

Sloops, were fent againft them, and repelled the Enemy,
burnt their Ships, and took or deftroyed all their Men, both
by Sea and Land, except 18, who efcaped in a Sloop.

There was a ftrong Report in London, fome Time after

News came of the firft great Shake in Jamaica, that there had
happened a fecond, by which the greateft Part of the Ifland,

and moft of the Inhabitants were faid to be deftroyed, and
all who had Interefts there were in a terrible Confternati-
on ; but the next Letters thence proved that Report to be
falfe and groundlefs.

sir William The Lord Inchiqueen dying in this Ifland, his Majefty, on

"covermr
^^^^ °^ "' ^'^^ plcafed to appoint Colonel William Beejlon

Lieutenant-Governor, and Commander in Chief of it, in

O£toher, 16^92. He alfo conferred on the new Governor
the Honour of Knighthood.

Sir. William embarked aboard the Falcon Frigat, and ar-

rived in Jamaica the 9th of March, 1692, where he fet

about reforming feveral Abufes crept into the Government
there during the Lord Inchiqueen^ Adminiftration.

InNo'uemher, \6^'i^. the Mordaunt yizx\ of War, Con-
voy to a Fleet of Merchant Men, homeward bound from
Jamaica^ Was caft away on the Rocks, near the Ifland of
Cuba, and was ioft, but all the Men were faved.

This
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This Year the Affembly appointed Agents to folliclt their

Affairs in England^ who were, Mr. Gilbert Heaihcot, Mr.
Bartholomew Gracedieu, and Mr. John Tutt, of London,

Merchants j and 450/. was ordered to be raifed, and re-

mitted to them, for their foUiciting the publick Affairs of
'Jamaica. Commiffioners were alfo appointed in the Ifland

for the Management of that Agency, wlio were,

Samuel Bernard^

Nicholas LaWf
James Bradjhaw,

IViUiam Hutchin/on, ) Efquires,

Thomas Clark,

James Banijler,

Modiford Freeman^

In the following Year, the Governor, Sir William Beejlon,

had Advice that four French Men of War had taken the

Falcon Frigat before-mentioned, and carried her to Petit

Guavesj where the Enemy were making Preparations, in

order to fome Attempt upon this Ifland : For being encou-

raged by feveral difafFedted Perfons to invade it, they had re-

folved to put their Defign in Execution, having received

an additional Strength, by the Arrival of three Men of War
from France^ carrying about 50 Guns each; of which De-
fign Sir IVilUam Beejion had the firft certain Advice from
Captain Elliot, who being a Prifoner at Petit Guaves, made
his Efcape from thence, and arrived at Port-Royal the laft

Day of May, 1(^94. with two Perfons befides, in a Canoe
which could carry no more.

On this Notice, the Governor, Sir Willia?n Beejion, al-

fembled the Council, and fuch Refolutions were taken, as

were judged moil proper for putting themfelves in a Pofture

to receive them. It was ordered. That the principal Forces

of the Ifland fliould be poftcd about Port-Royal.

On the 17th o^June, the French Fleet came in Sight,

conflfting of the three Men of War before-mentioned, fe-

veral Privateers, Sloops, and other fmall Veflels ; in all

about 20 Sail, commanded by Monlieur Du CaJJe, the

French Governor in Hifpaniola. Eight of them flay'd about

Port Morant, and 12 Sail anchored in Covu-Bay, feven

Leagues to Windward of Port-Royal, where they landed

their Men, and plundered and burnt all before them for fe-

veral Miles Eaftward, killed the Cattle, drove feveral Flocks

of Sheep into Houfes, and then fired them, committing the

mofl: inhuman Barbarities. They tortured fome of the Pri-

foners
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foners they took, murdered others in cold Blood, * after two
Days Quarter, caufed the Negroes to abufe feveral Women
and dug up the Bodies of the Dead , for fuch are the French

when they are Mafters. They defigned to have done the

like in other Parts of the Ifland, and during their Stay at

Port Morant, fent five or fix Veffeis to the North Side,

where they landed at St. Mary's and St. George's ; but upon
the Appearance of fome Forces that were fent thither, they

withdrew, and returned to their Fleet.

On the 2 1 ft, the Wind blowing very hard, Monfieur
Rollon, in the Admiral Ship, riding in deep Water, his An-
chors came home^ and he was driven off, with another in his

Company, and could not get up again with the Fleet, but

bore away to Blackfield-Bay^ towards the Weft End of this

Ifland, where he landed 60 Men. Upon which Major An-

drefsy who was left there to take Care of thofe Parts, fell

upon them, killed feveral of them, and the reft ran away to

their Ship in hafte, that they left their Provifions behind

them. As foon as they could get up their Anchors, they

iailed away.

The Enemy having done what Mifchief they could at

Port Morant, their whole Fleet failed from thence the i^th

of July. The 17th in the Morning, fome of them came
in Sight of Port-Royal., and in the Afternoon they went all

to an Anchor again in Cow-Bay:, and to amufe the Eng-
hjh., landed their Men very faft, and made Fires along the

.

' Bay ; but in the Night they all returned to their Ships, re-

imbarked, and on the i8th they were feenfrom Port-Royal^

iranding to the Weftward ; from whence it was concluded

they defigned for Carlijle-Bay in Vere:^ and to prevent

their doing the fame Damage they had done at Port Morant.,

two Troops of Horfe were immediately ordered that Way,
together with t)ie Regiment of St. Catharine^., Part of the

Regiment of Clarendon that were in Town ; and Part of the

Regim.ent of St. Elizabeth., which lay in the Way. The
French anchored in CarllJle-Bay that Afternoon, and the

next iMorning landed 14 or 1500 Men, who attacked a

Breaft-work that was defended by 200 Englljh. A great

Fire was made for a confiderable Time on both Sides ; but

the latter finding the Work could not be maintained, at laft

retired, and repalTed the River, after having killed many
of the Enemy . In this Adion, Colonel Clayburne, Lieute-

nant Colone] Smart., Captain Vajfal., and Lieutenant Daw~
.^//zx werekiiied j and Captain Z)czyy^m, Captain /^j/^^r, and

fome other Officers wounded. In the mean Time, four or

five Companies of Foot, and fome Horfe, advanced againli
- the
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the French. The Englijh, though they had marched 30
Miles the Night before, and were very much fatigued,

charged the Enemy with fuch Gallantry, that they not only

put a Stop to their Purfuit of the Englijh^ who had quieted

the Breart-work, but made them retreat. Here many ef
the French were killed, as alfo fome Englijh-, and Captaia

Bakejiead^ and other Officers were wounded.

The zochand 21ft, there pafled fome Skirmiflies between
fmall Parties. The a2d the Enemy came to a Brick Houfe
belonging to Mr. Hubbard^ and attacked it. There were

25 Men in it, who killed and wounded feveralof the French
-^

among whom were fome Officers of Note. Major Lloyd

hearing of the Difpute, marched with fome Horfe and
Foot to the Relief of Mr. Hubbard's Men, and came in

Time enough to help them to beat off the Enemy, who re-

folved to try their Fortune again the next Day againft the

fame fame Place, with a ftronger Party and Cannon. Upon
Notice of which, Major Lloyd put 5 o Men into Mr. Hub-
bard's Houfe, and laid the reft of the Englijh in Ambufcade,
expedling the French would, as they gave out, renew the

Affault : But the Enemy changed their Refolution j and
finding they had loft many of their Men, and feveral of their

beft Officers, and that they could make no further Advance
into the Country, they went all on board again the Night
following; and the 24ch their whole Fleet fet Sail. Mon-
fieur Du Cajfe^ with two or three Ships more, made the beft

of his Way home, and 1 7 Sail went into Port Morant to

Wood and Water, which they did with all the Speed they

could. On the 28th they put alhore moft of the Prifoners

they had taken, and failed homewards.

The French, according to the Report of the Prifoners

who returned from them, loft above 350 Men, in their

feveral Engagements with the EngUJh^ belides many who died

of Sicknefs ^ fo that their whole Lofs was computed to be

700 Men while they were in this Ifland. On the Side of

the Englijr.' 1 00 of all Sorts, Chii/lians, Jews, and Negrots

were killed and wounded.

Captain Elliot^ who gave the Governor Notice of the

intended Expedition of the French^ had a Medal and Chain

of . 00 Pounds Value given him, by Command of King
TVilliam^ and 500 Pounds in Money, and 50 Pounds to each

of the Men who efcaped widi him, as Rewards of their

good Service. His Majefty was further pleafed to order,

that Captain Elliot fhould be recommended to the Lords

Commiffioners of the Admiralty for an Employment in the

Navy.
The
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The Council and Affembly fent over an Addrefs, which

was prefented to the King ; moji gratefully aeknouiledging

his Majejiys Royal Care of them^ in ordering a fpeedy Re-

lief and Affifiance to be fent thither^ for the Defence and
Security of their Perfons and Ejiates againfi a cruel and

barbarous Enemy j who in their late Attempt upon that I/landy

had no ether Advantage ffuer them^ but what was owing to

the Inequality of their Numbers^ and not to the Valour of

iheir Men^ which chiefy Jhewed itfelf^ in burning deferted

Plantations
J
murdering Prifoners in cold Bloody and offering

Indignity to Women.
The King ordered a Body of Forces, under the Com-

mand of Colonel Lillington.^ for Jamaica ; who arrived in

the Year 16^^. with about 1200 Men. The Governor

having received fo ftrong a Reinforcement, refolved to be

revenged of the French for their Barbarity in the late Inva-

fion ; the Swan Frigat was difpatched away to Hifpaniola^

with an Agent, to concert Meafures with the Spaniards for

attacking the French in that Ifland • and Captain JVilmot^

Commodore of a Squadron of Men of War then zifamaica,

failed for St. Doiningo^ with Colonel Lillington and the

Land-Forces aboard. When they came there, it was agreed,

that the Governor of St. Domingo fliould march with the

5 aniards to Manchantel- Bay^ on the North-fide of Hifpaniola^

where the Ships were to meet him. Captain Wilmot failed

accordingly to Cape Francis j and Colonel Lillington landed

his Men within three Leagues of the Cape, and Captain IVil-

mot with his Men of War went within Gun-fliot of the

Fort. The i8th the Englijh going near the Shore, the

Enemy fired both great and fmall Shot upon them, which

was anfwered by the Ships ^ and it was refolved, that as foon

as the Land-Forces could march to one Side of the Town,
the Seamen fhould alTault it on the other, while the Ships

battered the Fort.

Captain Wilmot went that Evening with feveral Boats, to

find a convenient Landing-place ; and going clofe into a

Bay, a Party of Men lay under Cover, and fired very thick

on the Engl'i/h^ but without killing a Man,
The next Evening he went with a greater Strength ; which

fbe EnerT>y perceiv-ing, and believing he was going to land,

•they blew up the Fort, burnt the Town, and went off in

the Night, leaving behind them at the Fort-Batteries and

Breaft-Work above 40 Pieces of Cannon.

The Englifn entered the Town next Day, and found a

good Booty there. After diis they reiblved to attack Port

Faix^ where Captain Wilmot ftaid feveral Days, to expecS:

the
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the coming up of the Land-Forces, the Englijh and Spanijh

Forces marching thither by Land. Before they came up.

Captain If^tlmotj with a Party of Seamen, landed about five

Miles to the Eaftward of Port Paix ; where he received

fome little Oppofition by an Ambufcade j but quickly forced

the Enemy to retire, and burnt and dellroyed the Planta-

tions as far as the Fort, whither the French fled, and then

the Seamen returned a Ship-board.

On the 15 th, Captain IVilmot underftanding the Land-
Forces were come near Port Paix, he landed again with

400 Seamen. The four following Days were fpent chiefly

in putting the Cannon and Mortars afhore.

The 2ift the Men of War failed to the Weftward of the

Caftle, and landed fome more Guns. The 2 2d the Efig-

lijh railed a Battery on a rifing Ground, and play'd it the

fame Evening. The next Dpy they began another Battery,

which they finifhed by the 27th. Both of them very much
annoy'd the Enemy, and made a great Breach in the Caftle.

The 3d of Juiy^ at Nighr, Colonel LilUngton and Cap-
tain IVilmot were informed, that the French defigned to

leave the Caftle, as they did accordingly, marching out to

the Number of 310, befides 200 armed Negroes, and 150
without Arms. Bur the Englijh and Spaniards being ready to

receive them, killed many ; among whom were moft of

their commanding Ofticers, took feveral Prifoners, and then

made themfelves Mafters of the Caftle, which it vvas thought

fit to demolifti • but they brought oft the Artillery, Provi-

fions, and Stores. After this the Englijh reimbarked, and

Captain IVihmt v^ho diredled his Courfe to Jamaica, where

he arrived the 21 ft of July.

The Confederates thus ruined two of the French Settle-

ments in Hifpaniola, killed 350 Men, brought away 150
Prifoners, with 80 Pieces of Cannon, and a great deal of

Booty, with inconfiderable Lofs on their Side.

The Caftle , was fituared at the Bottom of a Bay, upon a

flat rocky Hill, very high, fteep towards the Land, and

floping towards the Sea. It was built in the Form of a Square,

with four B^ftions. The Wall was Cannon-proof 4 on the

Top of it were 12 fmall Pieces of Artillery, and this For-

trels was of great Importance to the French at Hijpaniola.

Indeed Jamaica lies fo convenient for annoying the Enemies

of the Crown of England, in Hifpuniola and the Continent,

that we wonder the Englijhhzwt made no more Advantage of

its Situation. It is certainly their own Fault, if the French

at leaft are fufFered to poflefs any Thing in Americn, where

the Englijh are near ten Times as numerous as their Enemies.

About
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About this Time the Aflembly paft an Aft, appointing

Commiffioners to give Freedom to fuch Negro-Slaves^ as

could prove they had done any remarkable Service againft

the French j which Commiffioners were.

Rich. Lloyd^ Efqj Tho. Blndlos^ Efq;

Frui. Rofe, Efq; John Walters, Efqj

James Banijier, Efq;

Their Power was general ; but thofe that follow, were
only Commiffioners for the Parifhes of K'wgjion, St. An-
dreu/Sy St. David's, and St. Thomas's, to the Windward, viz*

Nicholas Laws, Efqj y°fi^^ Heathcot, E(q;

Edward Stanton, Efq; James Bradjhaw, Efq;

Modiford Freeman, Efqj

This Year the Ifland of Jamaica hired, viftualled, and

manned two Sloops of War ; and raifed 200 Men, to reduce

the rebellious Negroes ; for which Services 4.303 /. was le*

vy'd on the Engltjh, and 750 /, on the Jews; which was

affefifed, coUedted, and paid by fome of their own Nation

j

as,

Mr. Solomon Arary, Mr, Jacob Henriquez,

Mr. Jacob de Leon, Mr. Jacob Rodriguez de Leon^

Mr. Mofes Toiro, IVIr. A<lofes Jejurun Cardo-

Mr. Jac. Mendez Guteras» Jo, &cc.

The Receivers of this Money were alfo appointed by the

fame Adt to be.

Col. Charles Knights, ' TVil. Hutchinfon, Efq;

Col. Tho. Clark., Capt. Jofiah Heathcot^

Capt. Lancelot Talbot, And,

Capt. Robert Wardlow, Capt. Tho. Clark.

The Treafurers, or Pay-Mafters, were Colonel CharJ^

Knights, and Jofiah Heathcot, Efqj

And the Commiffioners who were to receive the Monies^

and manage this Affair, were to employ Captain fVilliam

Dodington, to provide Victuals, Arms, and Ammunition,

for the Sloops.

Garrifons were put into Fort IFilliam and Port Morant^

who were under the Command of Col. Edward Stanton.
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32 Ift the Year 16^6. Monfieur Pointi, with a French Squa-

dron, made a Feint on "^amaica^ in his Way XQCavthagma^

but underftanding the Strength of the Place, bore off to

Sea. The Inhabitants, as foon as they favv his Ships, took

Arms, and kept ftrid Guards ; being in fo good a Poliure oF

Defence, that they rather wifhed he would attack them, than

pafs them by. The French had indeed got 2000 Buccaneers

together at Petit Guaves, with a Defign either to attack the

Spaniards in Hifpafiiola^ or the Englijh in "Jamaica ; but

the Storm fell on the Spaniards.

Admiral Nevill was then in thofe Parts, in fearch of Mon-
fieur Pointi ; and the Monrnouth, one of NcviiTs Squadron,

took a French Privateer, that had juft put the Governor ot"

Petit Guaves afhore.

Admiral Nevill arrived at Jamaica the i6\h of May^
1697. and failed again the 25rh, having ftaid there for a

Wind. Two or three Days after he difcovered Pointi^

Squadron returning from Carthngena^ and chafed them a

Day and a Night j but the French out failing him, got

away, except a rich Ship, formerly taken from the Spaniards,

being Vice-Admiral of the Biirlovento Fleet., which the

,

Princefs Anne and the Hollandia brought to Jamoica^ having

on board, befides Plate, 800 Barrels of Powder, and 100

Negroes. The Ship and Cargo were computed to be worth
200000 Pounds Sterling.

Admiral Nevill failed to the Coafts of Hifpaniola., to

look after the Galleons. He landed fome Men on the

Ifland, made himfelf Mafter of Petit Guaves., plundered

and burnt it to the Ground. He alfo took feven French

Privateers.

The Admiral died in Augujl. Commodore Mecs., Capr.'

Lyttotj Capt. Holmes., Capt. Bellwood, Capt. Dyer^ Capt.

Stadley, and Capt. Fo/ler died alfo in this Voyage. They
were all Commanders of Men of War, and the Seamen
were fwept away by the Sicknefs which raged in the Fleet.

The Squadron was, after the Death of Admiral Nevill &nd
Commodore Mees, commanded by Capt. Dilh^ who ftop-

ed in his Way home at Virginia, where the Seamen recover-

ed their Health,

The French foon repaired their Lofles this Year by the

Engli/h; for in the next we find they talked of invading

Jamaica. They had 14 Men of War at Petit Guaves,

fome of which were 70 Gun Ships.

Sir William Beejion fent Capt. Mofes thither in a Sloops

to -fetch ofF a Man, or more, to get Information of their

Defigns i which he performed very well, landing with four Hve

Men,



2x6 5"/&<? Htjlory of Jamaica.

Men, who took one Grumbles out of a Houfe, as he was at

Dinner, and brought him away.

Grumbles was a Native of Jamaica^ where he lived till a

few Years before, when he ran away to the French at Hif-

paniobj where he was the chief Man that inftigated the Ene-

my to invade, plunder, and deftroy the Ifland of Jamaica

his Native Country.

The French were enraged at the Lofs of fo ufeful a Man,
and if he was hanged, threatened to do the fame by Capt.

Price Commander of a London Ship, which they had taken,

and kept the Captain Prifoner at Petit Guaves. Grumbles

faid the French deligned for the Havana ; but the timely No-
tice the Spaniards had of their Preparations broke all their

Meafures.

In 1(^98, the Affembly paft an A6t for fortifying Port-

Royal : Upon which the Governor removed thicher from

Spanijh-Towa to fee that Work begun.

The Scots now fettled oxDarien^ and fortified Golden- IJland

at the Bottom of the Gulph, where the Ifthmus between

that and the South-Seas is fo narrow, that a few Men might

defend ic againft Multitudes, and deny all PafTage that Way to

the Indies : But King William being in a ftrid Alliance with

the King of Spain at that Time, this Settlement of the Scots

was an open Breach of it, and he could not fuffer his Englijh

Subjects to be affifting to the nev/ Colony, without whofe

Afliftance it was impoffible for the Scots to effed their Defign.

Orders were fenc to the Governor of Jamaica and other Go-
vernors in the IVejl-IndieSj not to let them be fupplied from

thence ; fo for Want of Provifion the Scots were forced to

abandon their Settlement: For which Lofs Satisfaction has

been fince made them, upon the Conclufion of the late happy

Union between the two Nations.

In the Year KJ99, Admiral Bembow arrived at "Jamaica

with a Squadron of Men of War, the Seamen were infe<3:ed

with a mortal Diftemper, which carried off great Numbers
of them, as alfo of the Officers.

The South Sea Cajlle Capt. Stepney^ and the Biddeford

Capt. Searl^ two Men of War were caft away. Anno 1700,

near Hifpaniola, and 30 Barrels of Powder blew up in Fort-

Charles in Port-Royal^ at faluting a Scots Ship.

Major Gen. git William Beejion dying in the Year 1700, Major Gene-

e#vfwr. ^^ Selwyn was* made Governor of Jamaica in Jpril 1701,

at which Time the Ifland was in a very flourifliing Condition,

Admiral Bembow's Squadron healthy.

This Commander was very vigilant and brave in the DH"-

charge of his Truft, and had CruiZ£rs always about the Ifland

for
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for the Security of Trade ; it be ing expeded, that the War
between England2iaA France^ which had ceafed about 4 Years,

would break out again, on the French King's feiiing the Spa-

niJI) Dominions in Europe and America.

Major General 5^/ic;'« arrived at Port-Royal in 1701, but
died foon after his Arrival, and Peter Beckford^ Efq; was P^ter Beck-

chofen Lieutenant Governor by the Council; who receiving
^^^J*^' y^\

Advice of the Death of King IVilUam the J lid of glorious Govcrtm".

'

Memory, ordered all the great Guns to be fired at a Minute's

Diftance, ziSi.Jagoox Spanijh-Town^ Port-Royal zv\d King-
/ion, the 23d of June 1702, from Sun-fet to 12 at Night;
the fame was done by Vice-Admiral Beniboiv^ and the Men of
War under his Command.
The next Day our prefent Gracious Sovereign Queen Anne

was, with all poffible Solemnity, proclaimed in SpanJ/h-Town
the Capital of the Ifland; the Lieutenant Governor, the

Council, and moft of the Gentlemen of the Place being

prefent and the feveral Companies of v'loldiers and Militia

under Arms: All the great Guns in the Town were thrice

difcharged, and were anfwered by as many Volleys of fmall

Shot : All the Forts in the IQand fired all their Guns thrice,

and the Vice-Admiral, the Men of War, and all the Ships in

the Port did the like. The Lieutenant Governor gave the

Council and principal Gentry a noble Entertainment at Din-
ner, and the Joy for her Majefly's Acceliion to the Throne,
was as great as their Sorrow for the Death of their late

Sovereign.

As foon as Admiral Bembow had Notice of the War break-

ing out again between England and France^ that he might
with the greater Advantage infeft the Enemy, he detached

fome of the Ships under his Command, and failed himfelf

with the reft of his Squadron to infult the French^ and their

new Confederates the Spaniards^ and intercept the Ships fent

to the Weji-hidie% under Monfieur Du Cap. Some of thefe

Frigats took between the two Capes of Hifpaniola and Cuba^
a very rich Ship defigned for France^ mounted with ao Guns
and 190 Men, which they fent 10 Jamaica.
The Admiral and his Officers by their long ftay in this

Ifland, were fo well accuftoraed to the Climate, that they

were all in a good State of Health. The Erijlol Man of
War took the Gkriana a Spanijh Man of War, and fdnt her

into Port-Royal. She was bound for St. Domingo^ to carry a

new Governor from thence to Carthagena.

The Admiral with 7 Men of War cruizing off Lecgane

and Petit Guaves, put the French and Spaniards in a terrible

Confternation. tie drove a French Man of War of 40
Vol. H. Z Cuns
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Guns afliore, and the Enemy blew her up, to prevent her

falling into his Hands. He with his Boats fet fire to two
great Merchant Ships, and took two more, with a Brigantinc

and a Sloop ; which the ColcheJIer brought into Port-Royal

the 14th of Augujl, 1702. After which hefeiJed in fearch

of Du Cajfe.

The Council and Aflembly of Jamaica having tranfmitted

a very loyal Addrefs to her Majcfty in England, it was pre-

fented by Sir Gilbert Heaihcot^ and Sir Bartholomew Grace-

dieu, two eminent "Jamaica Merchants.

In OSiober this Year the Queen was pleafed to appoint the

Right Honourable the Earl of Peterborough^ who has fincc

made himfelf fo famous by his Conquefts in Spain^ to be

Governor of Jamaica^ and gave him larger Powers than

the Duke of Albemarle had. His Lordfliip being declared

Captain General and Admiral of all her Majefty's Settlements

in the Wejl-Indies, Mr. Graydon was ordered with a Squa-

dron to convoy the Lord Peterborough^ and the Forces he

was to take with him thither : And all People concerned in

the Plantations were extremely pleafed to fee this Commif-
fion in fo good Hands. Why this Lord did not go is a

Queftion we cannot anfwer : And it is therefore enough for

us to obferve only, that Mr. Graydon went with the Men of
War, and fome Tranfports ; and that the Voyage proved un-

fortunate both to him and the Kingdom, In the mean
Time, Admiral Bemboiv hearing Commodore IVloeJlone^

with feveral Ships, was abroad, failed to join him • but un-

derftanding Monlieur Du CaJfe was expected at Leogane, he
went thither in fearch of him. In his Paflage he took a

French Sloop, and forced a French Man of War of 50 Guns
to run her felf afliore at Leogane^ where fhe blew up ; he

funk another of the Enemy's Ships of \6 Guns, took one of

30, another of i5, and a third of fix.

He afterwards went to Petit Guaves^ and Cape Donna
Maria ; where he received Advice that Monfieur Du CaJfe

was failed for Carthagena^ and fet Sail after him the loth of

AuguJ}^ towards the Coaft of St. Martha, with the Breda,

Captain Fog, of 70 Guns, on board which he was himfelf;

the Defiance, Col. Richard Kirhy Coriamander, of 6^ Guns ;

the JV'indfor, Captain John Conjiable, of fixty Guns j

the Greenwich, Captain Cooper Wade, of 54 Guns ; the

Ruby, Capt. George Walton^ of 48 Guns ; the Pendennis,

Capt. Thomas Hud/on, of 48 Guns j and the Falmouth,

Capt. Samuel Vincent, of 48 Guns.

On the 15 th, he came in Sight of Monfieur Du CaJfe,

who had with him four flout Ships, from 66 to 70 Guns, one

great
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great Dutch built Ship, of 30 or 40 Guns, and one fmall

8hip, full of Soldiers, with a Sloop, and three other fmall

VefTels. The Admiral immediately made a Signal for an
Engagement, and attacked the Enemy very bravely, main-
taining the Fight five Days. If the other Ships of his Squa-
dron had feconded him, he would certainly have taken or

deftroyed all the French^ but four of his Ships did notaffilt

him. The Ruhy was difabled on the 21ft, and fen t to

Port-Royal^ and the whole Burthen lay upon the Admiral
and the Falmouth j who however took a Prize, being an
Englijh Veflel, which the French had formerly taken. The
Breda fo difabled Du Cajfe's fecond Ship, that flie was
towed away, and very much fhattered the reft of his Squa-

dron. The Admiral, on the 24th, had his Leg broken by

a Chain-fliot, which yet did not dilcourage him from con-

tinuing the Fight j but not being able to prevail with his

Captains to concur with him in his Defign, he was obliged to

give it over, and fo Du Cajfe got into Porto Bella. He
ordered the Offenders to be taken into Hold; and when he

arrived at "Jamaica^ granted a CommifTion to Rear- Admiral

IVhetJlone ., who was then there, and other Officers, to try

them. A Court Martial was held, and Arnold Brown, Efq;

Judge Advocate, officiated in his Place on this Occafion.

Col. Kirby and Capt. IVade, were, for Cowardice and Breach

of Orders, condemned to be fhot to Death, but the Execu-
tion was refpited till her IVi;^jefty's Pleafure fhould be known.

Capt. Conjiable being cleared of Cowardice, was for Breach

of Orders cafhiered from her Majefty's Service, and con-

demned to Imprifonment, during her Royal Pleafure. Cape.

Hudfon died before his Trial.

This Sentence was certainly very juft ; for during the

whole Courfe of the Wars between Evgland and France^

never did two Englljhmen bring fuch Difhonour upon their

Country, as Kirby and IVade, through their Cowardice and

Treachery. Befides the great Profit that they hindered the

Nation of receiving, by the Deftrudion of Du Co[fe.^ and

his Squadron, which perhaps would have prevented the

French in all their Defigns on the Weji-Indies, and forwarded

the Redudtion of the Spanijh Dominions there : But this

fair Opportunity was loft ; and without the Gift of Pro-

phecy we can forefee, we Ihall not loon have fuch another.

The Admiral lived till the 4th of November, and then

died of the Wound he received in the Engagement with

Du Cajje. Captain Whetjhne took on him the Command of

the Squadron of Men of War, which was then ut Port-

Rcyal,

Z z The



2^o ^he Jlljlory of Jamaica,

The Merchants there fitted out a great Number of Pri-

vateers, and nine or ten of them attacked a Place called

Toulou^ on the Continent, about lo Leagues from Car-
thagena, which they took, plundered and burnt. From
thence they failed to Caledonia^ went up the River Darien,

and perfuaded the Indians to be their Guides j who in twelve

Days carried them to the Gold Mines at Santa Cruz de Cana,

near Santa Maria.

The 9th Day of their March, they fell in with an Out-
Guard of ten Men, which the Spaniards had ported at fome
Dirtance from the Place ; of whom they took nine, but the

other efcaping, gave Notice at the Mines of their Approach.

Upon which the richeft of the Inhabitants retired from

thence, with their Money and Jewels. However the Eng-
lijh, to the Number of 400 Men, being come up, took

the Fort, and pofTelTed themfelves of the Mine; where
there remained about 70 Negroes^ whom they fet to work,

and continued there 21 Days, in which Time they got about

80 Pound Weight of Gold Duft. They alfo found feveral

Parcels of Plate, which the Spaniards had buried when they

left that Place. The Englijh, at their Departure, burnt all

the Town, except the Church, and returned to their Sloops,

carrying away the Negroes with them.

Some went farther up the River, having a Defign upon
another Gold Mine, called Chocoa j and two of the Priva-

teers, commanded by Captain Plowman and Captain Gandy,

failed towards Cuba, landed ne&r Trinidado •, and with 100

Men took the Town, burnt part of it, and brought off a
very confiderable Booty.

Col. Tho. 'This Year Colonel Thomas Handafyde was appointed Lieu-

Gwernsr.*' tenant Governor of 'Jamaica-, and Captain Whetfione having

refitted his Ships, failed with 12 Men of War to look out

the Enemy, But before we can give an Accout of this Ex-
pedition, we muft take Notice of the dreadful Judgment
which fell upon the rich and beautiful City of Fort-Royal,

for it then deferved that Name, and which fo far buried it,

that it is now no where to be feen, but in a Heap of Ruins.

On the 9th of 'January, 170". between 11 and 12 in the

Morning, a Fire happened through Carelefnefs in thisTown,
which before Night confumed it, without leaving a Houfe
Handing. The Place being fituated on a fmall Neck of
Land, furrounded by the Sea, and taken up wholly with

Houfes, and the Streets and Lanes narrow, admitted not of

that Help which might have been otherwife given ; and the

People could not fave fo .much of their Goods as they might

have done in a more open Place ; However the tWQ Royal

Forts
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Forts and Magizines did not receive any Damage, nor any of

the Ships at Anchor, except one Brigantine and a Sloop,

which were burnt. Moft of the Merchants faved their Monty
and Books of Accompt, and fome of them confiderable

Quantities of Merchandize, through the Affiitance of Boats

from the Men of War. The Governor, on this fad Oc-
cafion, fummoned the AfTembly to meetat iiT/w^y/w, recom-

mended to them the Cafe of the poor Inhabitants, and ac-

quainted them, that by the Advice of the Council he had

made fome Disburfements for that End ; feveral Barrels of

Beef, Flower, and frefli Provifions having been fent to

them. Upon this Information, the AfTembly unanimoudy

refolved. That they would reimburfe the Treafury, what

had been or fhould be expended for the Relief and Support

of the diftrefTed People, and prayed the Governor and

Council to continue their Care of them. They alfo, with

the Concurrence of the Lieutenant Governor, took fuch

farther Refolutions, as were neceflary for the Safety and

Welfare of the Ifland in this Exigency. They voted, That

Port-Royal fhould not be rebuilt j but that the People fhould

remove to Kingjion^ where Streets were laid out, and foon

built and inhabited.

News of Vice-Admiral Bembow's Death coming to Eng-

land, Vice-Admiral Graydon was ordered to Jamaicay to

take on him the Command of the Squadron there. Before

he arrived, Capt. IVhetJione returned to that Illand, having

been out from the 14th of February, to the 9th of April io\-

lowing, A. D. 1703. He cruifed about five Weeks on
both Sides of Hlfpaniola^ in hopes of meeting with a conli-

derable Fleet of Merchant Ships ; which, as he had been

informed, was expedled in thofe Parts, under a Convoy from

France : But not being able to get any Account of them,

he (ailed to Petit Guaves and Leogane, in the Gulph of

Hifpaniola ; and for the better preventing any Ships efcap-

ing out of that Bay, he divided his Squadron, and fent

Captain Vincent, who had fo bravely feconded Admiral Bern-

how in his Battle with Du Cajfe, with one half to the

Southward, and himfelf fleered v^'ith the refl to the North-
ward. As he had conjedlured, \k\xtt French Privateers, up-

on the Appearance of Capt. Vincent, and the Ships with him,

flood away immediately to the Northward, and fo came in

the Commodore's View, who chaced one of 12 andanchcr
of 1 4 Guns afhore, where they were burnt, and the third of

ten Guns was taken. In the mean Time, Captain Vincent

with his Boats rowed in the Night undifcovered into the Culy

where there lay four Ships, of which the biggeft was former-

Z3 ly
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ly taken from the Englijh^ and was called the Sekvin. She
had her full Cargo, and was richly laden, but all her Sails

were afliore. Captain Vincent burnt one, funk another, and
towed out a third, which was a Conjort of the Privateers ;

the fourth was boarded by one of the Boat's Crews, but by
Accident blew up. This alarmed the Enemy at Land, and

put them into a terrible Confternation to fee their Ships

burning on both Sides of their Bay. The Squadron looked

into Forto Pa'ix^ on the North- fide, but found no Ships

there. Thefe four Privateers were all the French had at

Hifpaniola^ and were defigned to fail with 500 Men to the

Korth-fide of Jamaica, to make a Defcenr, and plunder and

deftroy the Country. The EngUjh brought away 120 Pri-

foners, and the French fufFered a conliderable Lois in their

Ships and Goods.

On the 5th of June, 1703. Vice- Admiral Graydon ar-

rived at Jamaica
J
having on board 2000 Land Soldiers,

whofe chief Commander was Ventris Colenhine, Efq^ Briga-

dier General of Foot, who died on Ship-board, when the

Ships were in Sight of the Illand. Indeed there had been a

great Mortality in the Fleet, and the Difagreement between

the two Climates of England and the IVeJl-Indies is fuch,

that it '\s very difcouraging to fend Soldiers thither • where

they have no Enemy to fear fo much as the very Air they

breathe. This cannot be faid of pajomd Men ; but no
Pretences to the contrary will prevail againft a Truth con-

firmed by fo many fad Experiences.

Kirhy and Wade, the two cowardly Captains above-men-

tioned, being this Year fent home Prifoners, under Sentence

of Death, found a Warrant lodged for their Execution, as

foon as they came to Plymouth^ and they were accordingly

fhot a Ship-board : A juft Example to all rhofe Traitors, who
take Commiilions only to fiil their Pockets, and feed their

Debaucheries, and have no Confideration for the Service of

their Qiieen and Country,

On Shrove-Tucfday^ as the People were at Church at King-

Jlon, they felt a Shake of an Earthquake, which was fmall,

and did no Damage.
The Men of War here, in 14 Days Time, A. D. 1704.

took three French Privateers, 120 Prifoners, and retook a

Sloop of Jantr.ica ; fo that thefe Seas were almoft entirely

cleared of the Enemies Rovers. This Ifland was then very

healrhyj and the Merchants traded enough with the Spaniards,

to fill it with Money. It is to be wifhed they may have En-
couragement in that Trade, and the beft Encouragement is

to lecure it.

On
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On the ythof May^ Captain IVhetJlone (now Rear-Ad-

miral) arrived at 'Jamaica, with fix Men of War and 1

2

Merchant Ships from England, He took a Biigantine and

af Sloop in his Paflage. His Men were healthy, and fo

continued.

On the dth of June he failed to cruize, and took ofF Car-
thagend a French Ship of \G Guns, after a very refolute De-
fence made by the Captain. One of the Jamaica Privateers

took another French Ship of 24. Guns.

Rear-Admiral IVhetJione ftay'd in thefe Parts till Septem-

her, 1J06. when he left Captain ^^rr Commander in Chief
of the Squadron which remained there.

Before he failed for England, the Cruizers of Jamaica
brought in there eight Prizes. One of them a French Mer-
chant Ship, very richly laden, commanded by one Cordier,

and taken by the Experiment Man of War, a Privateer of

Jamaica being in Company. A Dutch Caper afterwards

took a Spanifh Advice-Boat of 14. Guns, bound for St. Do-
mingo, and another of 22 Guns, bound for the Havana.
Which fhews us how advantageoufly this Ifland is fituated to

annoy the Spaniards in the IVeji- Indies, if proper Methods
of doing it were purfued, and due Encouragement given to

fuch as would undertake it.

The Behaviour of feveral Captains of Men of War in

thefe Parts has been very infamous, and the Nation has fuf-

fered much by it.

In Jan. 170^. before the Arrival of Captain Kerr, her

Majefiy's Ships the Brijlol and Folkjion met with ten Sail of

Merchant Men bound from Petit 'Guaves to France, under

Convoy of two French Men of War, one of 24, and ano-

ther of 30 Guns ; out of which Captain Anderfon, Com-
modore of the Englifn, took fix French Merchant Men,
laden with Sugar, Cocao, Cocheneal, and Indigo, and

brought them to Jamaica j where, when he arrived Admi-
ral IVhetJlone held a Court of Admiralty, and Captain Ander-

fon and the other Officers were condemned to lofe their Com-
aiiffions, for not engaging the two French Men of War.
The Merchants of Jamaica having been extremely abufed

by Capt. Kerr, and through his Negligence or Avarice, lofb

feveral Sloops bound thither from the Spani/h WeJi-lndies

with Plate, ihey refolved to apply to the Parliament for Re-
drefs ; accordingly they employed Mr. Thomas IVood to be
their Agent in England on this Occafion, and he has with

great Induftry and Prudence profccuted the Matter, fo that

Juftice has been done the Merchants on the Offenders, and

the chiefofthem had his Coramiffion taken from him, without

Z 4. Hopes
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Hopes of ever being employed in her Majefty's Service more,

I do not think it will be expeded, that in the Hiftory of

the Britljh Empire in America^ I fhould enter into the various

Caufes of Differences between the Governors and Aflemblies,

Councils and Affemblies, publick and private Perfons, farther

than the general Good or Evil is concerned in them. We
find the Governor Col. Handafyde and the AfTembly in ill

Terms or ill Temper in the Year i()ii, infomuch that the

Governor diflblved the Affembly, as a Jamaica Man writes,

under a fliam Pretence, at the Inftigation of Richard Righy,

Efq; Provoft Marflial General and others of a Cabal with

him : And how happy the Inhabitants here were in the Dif-

pofition of their Employments in the Cafe of this Man, will

appear by his being at this Time, or foon after, a Member of

the Council, Provoft Marfhal General, and thus he is, by his

Deputy Mavfhal, Executioner both in civil and criminal

Cafes, Secretary of the Ifland, by Deputation from Mr. Ba-
ler the Pattentee, Clerk of InroUments of all Deeds, Con-
veyances, Letters, Patents, ^c. The executive Power of

fo many important Offices being in one Hand, it is eafy to

conceive if it was not an honourable Perfon, the Inhabitants

would be expofed to much Tyranny and Oppreffion, and if he

was a Man of Honour and Integrity, he would not accept of

fo many and fo inconfiftent Trufts; to prevent which a Bill

paft the Aftembly, but was not ratified in England. However
when it was again paft with fome Modifications, it was con-

firmed at Honie^ a Term ufed in the Sugar Colonies for

England^ which the Planters always think of as their Home
j

which fliews their natural Affection to our Country. I wifh

our Affedtion for them bore any Proportion to it.

171 1. In July 171 1, the new Governor Lord Archibald HQmil-
ior^ Archi-

^^y^ arrived at Jamaica^ and put off the Meeting of the Af-

tunGjtw-^^'^t)ly for fome Time. It was fufpe£ted that he was in-

mr. fiuenced therein by the Suggeftion of the above-mentioned

Rigby, IFilliam Broderick^ Efqj Attorney General, and Dr.

'John Stewart j I know not whether he was a graduate Phy-

fician or a Surgeon, or Apothecary only, it being very com-
mon in the Sugar Iflands for fuch Kind of ProfelTors to eredt

themfelves into Dodors, and as Doders fome have acquired

very confiderable Eftates. But at this Time Jamaica was

happy in the A.dvice of a Phyfician of the moft Note in his

Profeffion, Dr. Tbotjias Hoy^ Profeilor of Phyfick in the

Univerfity of Oxford^ who lived here many Years and kept

his Profefforfhip at Oxford by Favour of that Univerfity,

who admitted of his holding it by a Deputy, or rather by
Proij. The Attorney General Bhoderick came hither from

Monijerrat^
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Montferrat^ and we have been told that his leaving that

Ifland was not voluntary. Be that as it will, he was in the

fpecial Grace here at this Time, and this Attorney, Righy and

Stewart were called the Triumvirate^ to denote the Supe-

riority of their Power, which fome pretend was the fame
with that of the Governor, whofe Removal afterwards

feems to warrant fuch an Opinion, as well as the Charaders

of this Triumvirate.

Notwithftanding the Endearments between the new Mi-
niflers in England and thofe of France^ and the Attachment
this Governor's Brother Duke Harnilton had to the Pre-

tender's Intereft, the Inhabitants of Jamaica were in dread-

ful Apprehenfions of being attacked by the French. Juft a-

bout the Time that the Duke of Ormond declared a Suf-

penfion of Arms between the EngliJI) and French in Flanders^

Cojfart with a Squadron of French Men of War plundered

Montferrat^ and it was feared at Jamaica he was coming to

do the fame there. An Embargo was laid on all Shipping,

and the London Fleet detained in the Harbour- into which
the Ships were hawled as ciofe as could be to the Shore, and
all Difpofitions made for Defence, but no Cojfa t came, ro

the no little Joy of the Inhabitants, which lafted not long;

for they were thrown into a more terrible Confternatiun, by a

furious hlurricane of Lightning, Wind and Rain wirhcjut

Thunder, The Wind then at North fliifted to the South.

It began on the 28th of Auguji 17 12, about eight at Nia;ht,

and continued till two in the Morning, during which fourteen

Ships belonging to this Ifland were lolt, together with feveral

belonging to London and B::j}ol. The Ships of War and all

Other Ships and Sloops received much D,image, as well at

Kingjion -is Port'R'-'yal
-^
many Houlej and Warehoufes were

blown down, and very few elcaped being fhattered in Pieces,

and the violent Rains ruined or damaged Abundance of
Goods. The Trees were moft:ly blown up by the ivoots,

the Sugar Works deftroyed or much damaged, the Canes
and Negroes Provifions generally blown away. Four hundred

of the Ships Crews at Port-Royal 2Ln^ KingJfon'Wtxedxowncd^

and feveral Perfons were killed by the Fall of Houfes, cjV.

On Monday the I ft of Sept.mber following, the martial

Law was proclaimed, and all the Inhabitants were in Arms
to be ready for Defence, if the Enemy iliould take Advan-
tage of the Diftrefs they were in to invade the Ifland. On
the 1 8th o( September there was another violent Tempeft,

which lafted from 8 a Clock at Night till next Day at Noon.
The Dejiance, Salisbury and Centurion Men of War efcaped

the Stornij being cruizing off St. Martha and Cartbagena.

The

1-J17.-
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The Governors of Jatna'ica fent the ^py Sloop to get In-
telligence of the French^ and at her Return News was
brought that they had fufFered in the Storm, and had quitted

this Coaft. As great as was this Storm, that which happened
here i o Years after was much greater.

Labour and Induftry are fo painful, Idlenels and Eafe fo

pleafant to moft Men, that it is no Wonder fo many throw
iliemfelves out of all Means of fubfifting themfelves by ho-
reft careful Bufinefs, and follow Courtiers and Minifters for

Offices. This Infatuation has carried Thoufands out of
England to Ireland and the WeJi-IndieSy flattering themfelves

and very often being flattered with vain Hopes of Prefer-

ment from the new appointed Governors, as if they were
fent to their Governments only to fill up Vacancies j but 'the

Difappointmenc they generally meet with, is a a good LelTon
to others to beware of running into the like Misfortune.

There came with this Governor to Jamaica^ David St»

Clare, Efq; Son of the Lord St. Clare of Scotland, Robert

TaterfoHy Efq- Brother of Sir Hugh Paterjon, Richard
Denham, Efqj Brother of Sfr Tl^mas Denham, Mr. Robert
Douglas^ recommended by his Grace the Duke of Roxburgh^
Mr. Elliot a young Gentleman, Heir to an Eftate, recom-
mended by Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobbs, Dr. St. Clair, Son
of Sir Robert St. Clair, Phyfician to the Governor at his

landing. Lieutenant John Mehews, who was recommended
by the Duke and Dutchefs of Ormond, and I marvel it was
not more fuccelsful -, Mr, Patrick Hamilton late Sheriff of
Cork. The Fate of thefe Gentlemen and Mr. Mackenzie
Secretary to the Governor, is too biographical for our com-
pendious Hiftory, but may be feen at large in a Letterfrom a
Gentleman in Jamaica to his Friend at London, printed in

the Year 17 14, which is written with fo much Freedom,
that one would think it was never intended for the Prefs^

and if the ¥&8ts are true, I (hould have much wondered the

Government of this Ifland was not put into other Hands,
had not the Government of England been then in the Hands
of Perfons, who fell afterwards under Attainders and Im-
peachments.

The moft extraordinary Inftance of Opprefllion and In-
juftice that ever I met with under WeJI-India Governors,
who have not fpared giving fuch Sort of Infliances, is that of
Efchsats ; a Law Term for feizing the Lands and Tene-
ments of the Ovv'ners, under Pretence that they had no
Right to them, and confequently they were fallen to the

Crown. Accordingly feveral Plantations cultivated and
ilocked by particular Perfons at their great Charge, upon

Titles
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Titles of former Purchafers and Grantees, which Titles

being fet afide, as the rapacious Tools of Government knew
how to do, they took the faid Lands and Tenements fo e- ^"'"""^ ^-

fcheated to their own Ufe tho' in other Names, and kept
'""*

them or fold them as they faw fit, but generally fold them
to prevent Clamour, and divide the G\x\lt and Blame
of it with others. The Letter above-mentioned charges

Rigby as the chief Engine in this Work, and what a ter-

rible Thing it is to conceive, that an honeft induftrious

Family, who have laid out their whole Subftance upon
a Plantation greater or fmaller, and brought it into a Con-
dition of fubfifting and fometimes enriching them, Ihail all at

onccbedifpoflefiTed of it, and reduced to Want and Beggary,

to gratify the Avarice of Men in Power. Their Way was to

get a Jury to appraife the Eftate in QueiHon at a fmall Price,

and returning that fmall Price as the Efcheat Fee, they fell it

or affign if, or take out the Grant in c«:her Names, and have

it difpofed of for their own Ufe.

In the Parifli of Clarendon was a Plantation, that belonged

to one Kupuy a naturalized Dutchman^ that produced 120
Hogfheads of Sugar yearly, and was firmed at 300 /. a Year

by Truftees in Behalf of his Grand -daughter and Heir, a

Minor^ who dying foon after her Succeflion, the Eftate was
immediately efcheated, and tho' it was rented at 300 /. a

Year, and had 120 Negroes in it worth 25 /. a Head, a-

mounting to 3000 /. and the 120 Hog(heads of Sugar,

valued in the Country at 2 /. a Hogiliead grofs Amount, and

had befides very valuable Appunenances ;
yet the Jury the

Provoft Marfhal fummoned and fwore, gave in the Valuation

upon Oathatbut 1436/.
The Renter of this Plantation Mr. Swymmer^ a Name well

known in the City of Brijiolj at 300/. a Year, got a very

good Eftate out of it in a few Years, and this Eftate, which
at a moderate Computation may be reckoned to have been

worth 6 or 7000 /. was by that fworn Jury rated at lefs than

a Quarter Part of its real Value to the Crown, by thefe Of-
ficers of the Crown, then in the higheft Truft at Jamaica^
but this is a Trifle to what they accomplished at the Expence
of their Oaths and Confciences in other Cafes.

A Plantation belonging to Nathaniel Herring, Efqj of

Wejlmoreland Parifh of 540 Acres, was fworn by the Pro-

voft Marflial's Jury to be worth but i ^ 2 j-. 6 d. to the Crown.
However, Mr. Herring who had before bought it and paid

for it, was forced to pay for an Efcheat Patent 300/. belides

Compofition Money to the Triumvirate aforefaid, and Fees

to the Provoft Marftial Rigby and the Attorney General, of

whom
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whom I was told fuch Things by his own Son, that I can
eafily give Credit to whatever is faid of him in the yamaica
Letter, where are thefe Expreffions with which I (hall drop
this invidious Subjeft. Tlie Mal-Praaices of Mr. R—by,
his Confederates^ Abettors and Tools^ have been fo grofsly frau-
dulent and opprejjive, to the manifeji Prejudice both of the

^ueen and the Subje^^ that in the efcheating of Ejiates, whether

jujily efcheatable or not^ the private Compofttion given to the

G rSj befides what thefe efcheat Parties have got

themfelves^ has oftener than once amouted to near 300 Times

as tnuch as the pretended trifling Value, tho' upon Oath offuch
Efiates brought to the Caen's Account.

The Jamaica Letter would furnifh one with Multiplicity

of like amazing Inftances of Oppreffion in thefe Efcheaters^

chief Minilters at that Time in this Ifland ; but as I believe

the Auihor was injured and confequently angry, the Stile is

not always decent enough for an impartial Reader. What
he fays, which carries a Face of Truth, renders the Change
of Government in this Colony 2 or 3 Years after lefs fur-

prizing, and the more agreeable to thofe that wi(h it well.

The Affembly was fo fenfible of the Grievances of this

Adminiftration, that they paft three Adts, which would have

gone very far towards redreffing them. Jn Aci to prevent

any one Perfon holding two or more Offices and Pofis in this

ifland. This referred particularly to Mr. Rigbfs being at

once Secretary of State, Provoft Marflial General, k^c.

An Ail for regulating exorbitant ¥qqs. An ASi for quieting

Mcr^s Poffeffions, and preventing vexatious Suits at Law. The
Reafon and Neceffity of thefe good Laws are fo obvious,

that it would be impertinent to offer Arguments to fupporc

Mr Risby'i them. The Provoft Marjhal^ who was concerned chiefly in the

bold At- Ad againlt exorbitant Fees, as well as that of holding Offices,

um^t. tQQJ^ one effectual Method to put a Stop to the pafTing them

in England; for as Secretary, it was his Bufinefs to take Care

of tranfmitdng an authentick Copy of all Ads of AfTembly,

that were fent Home for Ratification, and what made fuch

Copy authentick, was the afBxing the Broad Seal of the

Ifiand to it, which that fagacious JVIiniflier depending on his

own Weight and Influence in the Government of famaica^

artfully omitted, and the Copy of thefe Ads being tranf-

micted without a Broad Seal, could not confequently receive

the necefTary Ratifications in England. The Ad for quiet-

ing PofTeffions, related to the Efcheats before-mentioned.

The Jamaica Men complaining very much of the Difad-

vantage the Colony has often in profecuting Suits in Chan-

cery, where the Governor as Chancellor dicides Caufes,
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tho' he knows no more of Law than of Gofpel, inftancing

particularly in the former Governor Col. Handafide^ whofe
Education he fays, wa; generally confined to Pike and Mufiiet^

and it need not be much wondered at, if he underjiood^ without

Infpiration^ little more of the Office of a Lord Chancellor^ and
the deciding of abjhufe and knotty Law Cafes ^ than he did cf
what he commonly by Mifiake called the Creed of St. Ignatius,

meaning that of St. Athanafius, to which he faid, he could noc
be eafily reconciled; which Opinions do not feem to dif-

qualify him to judge of Right and Wrong, whatever the

Letter would infinuate by it.

It would be an Injury to the Colonies, if we funk whac
is told us of the little Care that has been taken, to fupply the

Courts of Juftice with able and experienced Judges. The
Letter Writer vouches for the Truth of his Aflertions j let it

go in his own Words.
' Our prefent Chief Juftice and Chief Judge of the

* Grand Court, that is the Courts of ^een's-Bench, Com-
* mon- Pleas, and Exchequer in one, was likewife bred at
* Sea from a Boy upwnrds, and happening to get the Cora-
* mand of a Frigat, had the good or bad Luck, I can't ^tell

* which, to lofe her on a Rock in Sight of Port-Royal, with-
' out any Srrefs of Weather, fo that thinking it not con-
* venient to return Home, he fettled here and became firfl:

* a Planter and then a Judge.
' The next Judge was a Soldier in one of the Regiments

' of Foot Guards, and his Captain trufting him to pay his

* Company's Suhfiftence Money, he borrowed a Week's Pay
' of the faid Company, drew his own Pafs, and made the
' beft of his Way to Jamaica ^ fome fay he fold himfelf to
' the Mafter of the Ship that brought him. However, be
' that as it will, he married a Planter's Widow, and is now
' thefirftof the fix Afliftant Judges of the Grand-Court,
' All the reft of the Aftiftant Judges are likewife Planters,
' of indifferent Eftates and have no Salaries;' infmuating

that they make their Market of the Judgments they give.

The Author confirms this with other more fhocking In-

ftances and Particulars, but I fliall not tranfplant them into

my fiiltory, fince he has not thought fit to warrant them,

by ietting his Name to his Information, and I fhould noc

have given fo much, of his Letter a Place in it, had I noc

known the like Grievances to have been complained of in our

other Colonies, and particularly the Charadlers of the Per-

fbns he fpeaks of by other very authentick Information. I

write this Hiftory for Ufe and not for Amufement, and my
chief Aim in all Events I relate, and all Reftedbions I make
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on them, is to mark, as Bouys do in the Water, the Rockt

and Shelves where the Steerjrnen of thefe Colonies have often

wrecked the Ships of their Government. And having juftly

from fo many notorious Fads, received an ill Impreffion of

the Management of the Plantation Affairs, I endeavour to

fnew the ruinous Effects of fuch Management, that it may

be amended and improved for the future.

Col, Peter Haywood, a Gentleman of a large Intereft in

this Ifland, a Member of the Council and Chief Juftice,

was removed from his Places by the Governor, as were alfo

Mr, Chaplin and Mr. Blair^ two other Members of the .

Council. After the Removal of Mr. Haywood^ I find Tho'

mas Bernard, Efq; Chief Juflice, [ fuppofe the Son of James

Bernard, E{q; before- mentioned, a very worthy Merchant.

Mr. Chaplin whom I juft mentioned, was Chairman of the

Committee of Affembly, to whom was referred the Con-
iideration of the Money advanced for the Subfiftence of Col.

Handaftde's Regiment, and the two independent Companies

of Foot then there. That Committee reported, that it had

been raifed without Law, or the publick Faith givenfor it, and

Confequcntly was not precedented, and the Houfe voted the Jaid

Money to he no publick Debt. If the Houfe proceeded regu-

larly therein, and only aflerted their Right to raife Money, 1

fee no Reafon for turning Mr. Chaplin out of the Council

for aflerting the Liberty of his Country. For tho' I have*

feen more than one fblemn Opinion given, that Members of

the Council fhould be difplaced to make Governors only

;

yet 1 have looked upon it always as the Effedl of the Depen-

dance, fuch as gave that Opinion, had on thofe to whom it

was given. It was very freely owned, that Mr. Chaplin and

Mr. Blair's Crime, for which they were turned out of Coun-

cil, was for afTerting that the Parliament, the Affembly,

had the fole Right offraming Money Bills, and had a Power

to adjourn themfelves. I queltion whether any of the Gentle-

men concerned in the outing of Mr. Chaplin and Mr. Blair,

will venture to fay in England, that the Parliament has na
fuch Powers,

The proclaiming of the Utrecht Peace here, or rather the

declaring a Sufpenlion of Arms between Great-Britain and

Spain, hindered not Robberies and violent Depredationsy

which probably were committed by Particulars for their pri«'

vate Gains, without any Warrant from the Governments of

either Nation. The Englijh were charged with landing at

Hifpaniola and carrying off Negroes., Indigo and other Goods
to a great Value ; but upon Complaint of the Spanijh Go-
vernor of St. Domingo^ the Governor and Council of Ja-i

:! J maica^
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maica, finding good Caufe fo to do, ordered full Satisfadion

to be made to the Spanijh Sufferers, \x'hich the Enghjh could

not procure for their Loffes by the Spaniards^ from the Spa^

nijh Governors of Cuba and Hifpaniola. The Damages the

Englijh fuftained by the Robberies of the Spaniards^ amount-

ed to above 200,000 Pieces of Eight in little more than a

Year after the Utrecht Peace, by which Spain through the Fa-

vour of England only obtained fo many Advantages, that ihe

became in a Condition to reward her Benefadors with Pil-

Jage and Spoil, and to defend her Ufurpations and Piracies by
Arras.

About this Time the Flotilla from Neiu Spain was fliip-

wrecked on the Coaft of Florida and the Bahama-ljlands

and feveral Sloops, went to fii"h on the Wrecks from Ja~
maica and other Places. There were Hoflilities committed on
the Spaniards after the Satisfadion given them. Lord Ar-
chibald Hamilton faying in his Vindication, ' Jonathan
' Barnes who commanded the Snow Tyger^ who made
' an Affidavit againft his Lordfliip, was the firft who com-
' mitted Hoftilities upon the Cuba Shore.'

But inconliderable were thofe Excurfions of the EngUJlj^

compared with the daily Piracies and A6ts of Hoftilities com-
mitted by the Spaniards on the Englijh after the above Cal-

culations of 200,000 Pieces of Eight Damage. I cannot for-

bear taking Notice of the great Regard one ought to have

not to give Credit to one Party in the Colonies complaining

againft another, without carrying an even Hand between

both. The Oppofers of Lord Archibald Hainilton made
loud and fuccefstul Complaints againft him, for granting

Commiffions which had been abufed ; but when he was re-

called, and thefe Complainers had lefs Power in their own
Hands, See what his Lordlhip fays vsx his. Vindication, as ic

was written to his Lord(hip from 'Jamaica. The Agents art

goings and do notJlick tofay that the fame Lord Hamilton is

removed for nothing but to cover the Piracies. So many of their

Friends being concerned in Jennings'^, and robbing the Ships in

Port-Royal Harbour: May not this (hew us a little into

what fort of Hands Oppofition and Clamour generally falls.

The Letter from Jamaica is crammed with bitter Com-
plaints of the like Adts of Oppreffion with thefe before-

mentioned ; but I do not find one of them formed into an

Article againft his Lordfhip. The main of the Charge ccn-

fifting of what relates to his granting Commiffions to fome

Commanders of Ships, equipped as was allcdged for the

procuring thefe Commiffions to fecure the Trade of the

Ifland, upon the Return of all the Men of War to Eng^

2 iandj
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land^ or to other Stations, which was not only done at

the Petition of the Merchants and Owners of Ships, but
was in itfelf a moit well advifed and neceflary Proceeding.

If any of thefe Commanders abufed fuch Commifiicns,
they only were blameable and accountable j and if they

or any o[her Commanders of Ships fiflied on the Wreck be-

forementioned, did not ^\x William Phips^ by an ample Com-
miiTion from King James II. fifh for and bring away near

400000 Pieces of Eight from the Wreck, in or near the

fame Place ? and I cannot think that the fifliing for Silver

wrecked in the Sea five Years or 100 Years afcer it was fo

loft, akers the Cafe • the Property of the Money fidied

up now on the Coaft of Florida having no more a particular

Owner than that brought home by Phips had, againft which
not a Word was faid, and what the Council oi Jamaica
fays on this Head is very fatisfadtory.

JJ, J.
9th of February, Prefent.

His Excellency Lord Archihald Hamilton, Capt. General.

.

Peter Haywood, Efqj 'tho?nas Bernard, Efq-

Thomas Rofe, Efqj J°^^ Archibald, Efqj

John Stezvart, Elqj Jo^^^ Sadler, Efq;

John Peck, Efq; Dr. Samuel Page, Clerk

Fakntinc Mander, Efq; of the CouncU.

, Richard Rigby, Efq;

* As to fuch Part of the Flota Ships wrecked on the Coaft of
* Florida^ as remained in the Poflfeffion of the Subjeds of his

* moft Catholick Majefty, of which it is pretended they were
*

difpcffejfed,' this is in Aniwer to a Memorial of Captain Juan
de la l^allee. Deputy of the Spanijh Council of Commerce, fenc

by the Governor of the Havana to demand Satisfaction, for

that fiHied Money, iSc. ' It is the Opinion of his Excel-
' Icncy and the Council, that the Difpoffeffors are Robbers
* and ought to be punifhed; but concerning fuch Part of
* the faid Flota^s if any, lying dereliSl the Subjedts of his

* Catholick Majefty were not drove and forced out of PofTe-

* on, but it belonged to the firft Occupant.'

This is fo plain, that the Claim both in Matter and Ex-
preHion, fhe\A's only the Weaknefs of the Don^s Judgment,

and the Impertinence of this Deputy's Errand.

On the Acceptance of the Affiento Contrad by the South-

Sea Company lately eftablifhed in England, they obliged

themfeives to fell to the Spaniards yearly, 4.000 Negroes

2 ac
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at a Head. The Fadors they employed here, were
Meirieurs A^orris and Pratter Merchants at King/ton. In

the Interval between February i7i^-()j and June 1716, hap- 17x6,

pened the Removals '\r\ the Council before-mentioned. 1

find an Order of the pth of y««^ 171(5. Prefent,

William Broderick, Efqj Francis Pofe^ Eiq;

Richard Rigby^ Efq; John Peeke, Efq-

"John Siczuartj Efq; Thomas Bernard^ Efq;

A plain Indication from what has been faid before, that the

Majority of this Council was not diificult to be procured, if

the Government here wanted Opinions to fupport it in any
Caie whatfoever.

On King George the Ift's happy AccefTion to the Throne,
as foon as Notice of it arrived at "Jamaica^ his Majefty was
proclaimed with the ufual Solemnity and Acclamation. And
it mull be faid to the Honour of all Governors, Councils

and AlFemblies in our Sugar Colonies, that they have upon all

fuch Occalions behaved wirh exemplary Zeal, as well on the

Acceflion of Jamesll. as of ll'iiliam 111. The Governors
who influence all fuch Things, knowing very well how much
it behoves them to be well wuh thofe that can put them in

and put them out. The Utrecht Peace was introduced here

with equal Joy, tho' the People of "Jamaica were as fenfible

as any, how the EngliJ}} Interett in the JVeJi-Indies was mor-
tally wounded by it, leaving the Spr.niards and their Con-
federates the French^ in a Condition to affert what Claims
they pleafed in thefe Countries and Seas, and to defend them
by Arms.

The chief Gentlemen oVJamoica were Ma'econrentswith

the Adminiftration here in the Queen's Time, but they had
little Profped: of Succefs in their Attempts to relieve them-
felves, while the Miniftry in Englandv^oxQ fo enamoured with
the Name of the Governor Hamilton^ on Account of the

late Duke's great Merits in Abhorrence of Revolution Prin-

ciples, and in a conftant Attachment to the Intereft of King
James the lid. and on the Proteftant SucceiTion's taking EfFedt

at Home, the Jamaica Gentlemen refolved to make the true

Ufe of that Blefling, and apply at Home for the Rccfrefs of

their Grievances, and in Order to it, they railed among
themfelves above 1000 l. to defray the Charge of luch an Ap-
plication, the Management of which Was cntrulted to Mr.

Bendijh^ who went to England and to their Correfpondent$

at London. Mr. Chaplin and Mr. Blair., Mr. Rigby., Mr,
Thomas Beckford^ Col. James, who took the Subicriptionf

Vol. II. A a i^
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for Money, and Peter Haywood^ Efq; were at the Head of
this Affair, and it feems to be a rafti Proceeding at fuch a

Juncture, to turn Mr. Haywood out of his Office of Chief
yii/iice.

I obferve in the Governor's Anfwcr to the Articles againft

him, that what he did himfelf is faid to be done by the

King, as in this Inftance of Mr. Haywood and the Counfel-

lors the Governors turned out; the Words are, Perfons

whom his Majejly thought fit before to difplace. As far as

royal Stile is ufed in this and other Governments in De-
clamations and Law Proceffes, it is doubtlefs neceffary ^ and
fo perhaps in the State Papers of Colony Governments, but

to fay the King thought fit to turn out Perfons whom he never

heard of, and whom he put in again as foon as he had due
Information of them, feems to me to have more of Form
than Subftance. I obferve, that the Governor, in his Vindi-

' cation, fupports himfelf chiefly by the Majority of ^^^ Council:

Counfellorsof hisown making or recommending were without

Doubt ready to fell in with whatever he required of them,
and this is no Plea againft his being accountable for what he
did by the Advice and Warrant of fuch Counfellors.

On the Removal of the Lord Hamilton from the Go-

Peter Hiv-
vernment of Jamaica, Peter Haywood, Efq; was made Go-

wood, Ej}j; vernor and Commander in Chief of the Ifland, and a new
GevtTiior. Council was alfo named, of which were two of the dif.

placed Members as is before related, Mr. Chaplin and Mr.
Blair, and three leading Members of the Affembly, Mr.
Rigby, Mr. Bennett, and Mr. Thomas Beckford, a Name of
great Account and Efteem in this Ifland, and when we find

the Beckfords and fuch Men as thefe ftanding up in Behalf of
their Country, againft fuch a Man as the Attorney General,

who was enriching himfelf by fuch Oppreffion, it mult
give us a very ill Opinion of thofe that countenanced the

Oppreflbr. The Author of the new Hiftory of Jamaica^
tells us Col. Peter Beckford had 20 Plantations, above 1200
Slaves, and a Million and half in Bank Stock, i^c. which
doubtlefs is looking on his Fortune thro' a magnifying Glafs

;

but if the Quarter Part of it were true, all the Governors
that are fent from England to Jamaica, the Peers excepted,

could not together have made a Capital equal to Mr. Beck-

ford's. Dominion is founded in Property as Philofophers

pretend, and it is with a very ill Grace that Colony Gover-
nors give chemfelves an Air of Empire over fuch Men. The
Lord Archibald Hamilton was taken into Cuftody at Ja^
maica. I do not wonder it was carried in Council by one
Vote only, as his Lordfhip obferves, confidering the Cha-

• • ra<Sters
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ra£lers of fome of the Members that ft ill remained in if,

tho' confidering alfo that Sir Nicholas Lawes was at thac

Time actually the commiflioncd Governor and Captain

General of this Ifland, I do not fee any Thing extraordinary

in the Commitment of the late Governor, under the heavy

Charge exhibited againft him : Heavy in the Sound of it,

encouraging Piracy^ but the very contrary as to the Subftance,

the granting Commiflions to Commanders of Ships on Pur-

pofe to fecure the Trade againfl Pirates.

Dr. Samuel Page^ Clerk of the Council, was very bufy in

the Profecution of Lord Hamilton, and his Lordfhip was

fo fenfible of it, that he refufed to fign his Ticket for fhip-

ing himfelf for England on that Occafion ; there is fcmething

remarkable at this Time with Refped: to Do5iorJhip. The Go-
vernor's Party had Dr. Stewart at their Head, The Country

Party's chief Manager was Dr. Samuel Page ; Dr. Stewart was

a Member of the Council, Dr. Page Clerk of the Council,

but Lord Hamilton fays, fo little qualified for it, that the

Members of the Council were forced to take the Minutes of

it themfelves, and neither of them was more a graduate Doc-

tor of Phyfick, than the Chief Juftice, a Mafter of a Ship,

and the Alliftant Judge, a Foot Soldier before -mentioned,

were Barrifters at Law. This I hope will put the Jamaicans

on their Guard againft admitting fuch Sort of Perfons into fo

ufeful and important Employments for the future.

'Loxdjirchibald Hamilton was fent Prifoner to England^

bailed when he came there, and was fo fully cleared of the

Charge relating to his Difference with the Aflembly about

their Right as to Money Bills, that the Board of Trade took it

on themlelves, by faying in their Report of that Matter and

others, that they had recommended to him to take Care, that

the CouncilJhould not be denied any Right of amending Money

Bills. If by adding 40 or 50000 /. to be raifed on the Sub-

jeft, or the eafing ibme Perfons in the levying it more than

others, contrary to the Senfe of the Aflembly, that is there

th? Senfe of the Nation, is to amend a Bill, let every Englijh

Man verfed in Parliamentary Rights judge. I do not take the

Minutes inferted by his Lordftiip on this Occalion to be the

flirongeft Part of his Vindication, but I do think if the Ja-
maica People had nothing but the Sea Commijfions to com-

plain of againft him, his Lordftiip had very hard Meafure

from them, and there is nothing on which they infift fo

much in their Complaint, as thefe Commiflions.

In July 1717, his Majefty was pleafed to appoint Nicholas j^j^.

Lawes, Efqj Governor of Jamaica, and to confer on him iirN.cholai

the Honour of Knighthood. The People here could not
^^^^^J^'
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but with great Sacisfadion hear their Government was given

to a Planter of this Ifland, whofe Intereft was the fame with

theirs. True it is

The Intereft of the King and Country is in EfFeft the

fame, and confequently the true Intereft of every Colony

. Governor and the Colony he governs is in EfFe6t the fame,

when the Governors are of the Country, as every King is, or

is fuppofed to be. But moft of the Governors fent to the

Plantations from England^ to govern Places where they have

not a Foot of Land, and go thither with Intention to ufe

their utmoft Skill and Induftry, to raife Fortunes out of the

Inhabitants of the Ifland or Provnice they govern ; fuch are

apt to think their Intereft is quite different from that of the

Inhabitants, and that their Intereft is to get as large Appoint-

ments as they can, and it: is certainly the People's to keep their

Money in their Pockets as much as they can. From which

different Intereftsand Views are perpetually riling Differences

between Governors and Affemblies, Jarrings and Jealoufies,

that are a perpetual Hinderance to the Profperity and Peace

of the Country j as for thofe Governors, that like the Duke
-of Portland at Jamaica^ the Lord How at Barbados^

fpend out of their European Stock to become popular in A-
merica, they ought no more to be fent to IVeJi -India Go-
vernmenrs than the greedy and the griping, for their Profu-

fion and Gaiety foon infect the Planters, naturally fubjecl to

fuch 'Contagion
J

and many of them, in Imitation of their

Governors, run into Pleafures and Expcnce, very inconfiftent

with the ncceffary Oeconomy and Induftry of a Planter's

Life.

About the Time of Sir Nicholas Lawes's Arrival, there

were three Men of War on this Station, the Diamond^ the

Adventure and the Ludlow Cajile, 40 Gun Ships, and it is

to be hoped there will never be fewer, except in Cafes of

Cruize on the neighbouring Coafts and Continent.

Among the many Pirates that now infefted the American

Seas, none made himfeif more terrible than Edward Tmtch
of 'Jamaica^ commonly called Blackbeard. He Was born in

this Ifland, where his Mother was living at Spanifh-Town

within thefe two Years, and his Brother was then Captain

. in the Train of Artillery : Blackbeard^ a Monfter of Cruelty,

was attacked by an EngUJh Lieutenant of a Man of War on
the Coaft of Virginia ; he took a GJafs of Wine, and drank

Damnation to them that gave or asked Quarter. He was
kilkd and his Head cut off, and ftuck upon a Pole on that

Go*ii.

In
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In 1718, John Knight, Efq; was made Secretary of this i?'^'

Ifland. This ofcen is granted by Patent, and the Deputy
here when the Principal is in England makes it worth looo /.

per Ann. the Principal in England farming it fometimes for

<), 7 or 800 /. a Year. As fuch Principal Secretary has no
Manner of Relation to the Intereft in Jamaica but what his

Farm gives him, it feems very reafonable that Jamaica (liould

have no Manner of Relation to him. There are fo many
Hazards and fo much Expence in Plantation Bufinefs, that it

is Pity a Penny that is raifed by it fliould be diverted from
the Planters Ufe, for the Commodity of fuch as are in ano-

ther World.
A new Hiftory of Jamaica having been publiflied at the

Time I was writing this, whofe Author arrogates to himfelf

a Privilege of chaftifing all Writers that touched upon this

Hiftory before, as imperfed: and incorrect, I hoped to have

had great Helps from his Works, where my Memory fell fhorr,

and fhould very thankfully have received his Rebuke, had he

not been himfelf fo very defedive and incorred j when I had

Recourfe to his Labour for fome Aflifta^e in Sir Nicholas

Lawesh Government, I found only (> or 7 Lmes relating to the

Hurricane, which we (hall give an Account of in its Place,

and of which the moft remarkable Thing he fays is, the Af-

fembly appointed the 28th of Auguft a Day of folemn Fad-
ing and Humiliation to be obferved for ever. Three Years

before this Hurricane happened, War had been declared be-

tween Great-Britain and Spain. On Notification of it to

the Governor here, he fummoned an Aflembly, to whom he
recommended to take Order for the Execution of martial

Laiu^ and to take into Confideration the military State of the

Ifland. He informed them he had taken Care to repair the

Fortifications of Port- Royal., and added, / think the Rock
Line and the decayed Port of Carlifle-Bay, ivofth your immedi-

ate Confideration. I have addre[fed to the Minijler at Home^
for an Engineer to befent upon the Ejlahlijhmenty to overfee the

(Forks and direSl where to raife new ones.

This Governor, Sir Nicholas Lawes^ had befides the Publick

fo large a private Intereft in this Ifland, that it was not likely

he would omit any Occafion of fliewing his Zeal for its

Security and Welfare j and the Spaniards from Cuba and the

Continent having committed many Depredations on the

Englijhj he fent Captain Chamberlain, Commander of the

Snow Happy, to I'rinadado in Cuba, to demand Satisfadtioa

of the Alcades or commanding Officers of that Town, which
they call a City. Commodore Vernon, Commander in chief

of all his Majefty's Ships in the Weft-lndiesy in a Letter to the

A a 3 iaid
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raid Alcades, km by Mr. Jofeph Lawes, Lieutenant of the
^now Happy, made the like Demand of Satisfadion.
The Governor and Lieutenant's Letters will fet this Matter
in the belt Light.

Gentlemen^

* The frequent Depredations, Robberies, and other Ads
of Violence, which are daily committed on the King my
Royal Matter's Subjeds, by Bandittis, who pretend to
have a Commiffion from you, and in Reality are /hekered
by you, is the Occafion of my fending the Bearer, Capr.
Chamberlain, Commander of his Majefty's Smw Happy,
to demand Satisfadion for the Robberies your People
have committed on the King's Subjects of this Ifland, by
thofe Traitors Nicholas Brown, and Chrijiopher Winter,
to whom you have given Protedion. Thefe Proceeding's
are not only a Breach of the Law of Nations, but muft appear
to the World of a very extraordinary Nature, when confi-
dered that the Subjedsof a Prince in Amity with another,
Oiould encour^ fuch vile Praftices. I have had long
Patience, and declined ufing any violent Meafurcs to
obtain Satisfadion, hoping the Ceflation of Arms fo hap-
pily concluded between our Sovereigns, would have put a
Stop to ihefe Diforders ; but I find the Pore of Trinadado
a Receptacle for Villains of all Nations.
* I therefore aflure you in the King my Mafter's Name
if I meet with any of your Rogues upon the Coafts of this
Ifland, they fhall be hanged without Mercy. I demand
of you to make ample Satisfadion to Captain Chamberlain
for all the Negroes which the faid Brown and JVinter have
taken from thefe Iflands, fince the Sufpenfion of Arms
and that you will deliver up to the Bearer fuch Englijhmen
as are detained at Trinadado, and that you forbear granting
Commiffions to, or fufFer any fuch notorious Villains to
be equipped from your Port, otherwife thofe I can meet
with ihall be treated as Pirates/

Mr. Jcfeph Laives's Letter was as follows

GeniJemen,

'I am fent by Commodore Vernon, Commander in Chief
of all his Majefty's Ships in the Weji-Indies, to demand, in
the King our Matter's Name, all the Veflels with their ef-

' feds, k5^c. andalfotheA^^^rc^j taken 'iXQ>mJamaica fince
< the Sufpenfion of Arms ; likewife all EngliJImen now de-
« tamed or otherwife remaining in your Port of Trinadado^

' particular-
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particularly Nicholas Browne and ChriJIopher Winter^

both of them being Traitors, Pirates and common Ene-
mies to all Nations. And the faid Commodore hath or-

dered me to acquaint you, that he is furprized that the Sub-
jedls of a Prince in Amity with another fhould give Coun-
tenance to fuch notorious Villains.*

Off of the River t>f Trinadado, Feb. 8. 1720.
*

Anfwer of the Alcades of Trinadado'.

' Capt. Lawes,
' In anfwer to yours, this ferves to acquaint you, thatr^^Aicade

* neither in this City nor Port are there any Negroes or»/Triaa-

* Veflels which have been taken at your Ifland of Jo^aicOfj^^!^^ '
'^'"

* nor on that Coaft, fince the CefTatfon of Arms ; and what
* Veflels have been taken fince that Time have been for trad-

* ing in an unlawful Commerce on this Coaft: ; and as for thefe
* Engl'tjh Fugitives you mention, they are here as the other
' Subjects of our Lord the King, being brought voluntarily to
* cur holy Catholick Church,and have received theWater of
* Baptifm ; but if they fliould prove Rogues, and fhould not'

* comply with their Duty in which they are bound at prefenr,

* then they fhall be chaftifed according to the Ordinance of
* our Kirg. And we beg you will weigh Anchor as fcon as

* poflible, and leave this Port and its Coafl:, becaufe on no
' Account you iliall be fufFered to trade, or any Thing elfe,

' for we are refolved not to admit thereof.*

Lieutenant Lawes anfwered this infolent Letter, in the Stile

and Sentiments of a good Englijhman.

'* Gentlemen^
* Your refufing to deliver up the Subje£ts of the King my

* Maflier is fomewhat furprizing, it being in a Time of
' Peace, and the detaining of them confequently againft the
* Law of Nations, notwithftanding your trifling Pretence,
* for which you have no Foundation, but to forge an Excufe
' to prevent my making any Inquiry into the Truth of the
* Fadts I have alledged m my former. I muft tell you my
' Refolutions are to ftay on the Coaft till I have made
* Reprifals, and fhould I meet any Veflels belonging to
* your Port, fhall not treat them as the Subje<5ts of the
* Crown of Spain ^ but as Pirates, finding it a Part of
* your Religion in this Place to proteil fuch Villains.

A a 4 Tii
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To this one of the Alcades anfwered.

Captain Laives,
' You myy allure yourfelf I will never be wanting in the

' Duty of my Poll j the Prifoners that are here are not in

* the Prifon, but only kept here to be fent to the Governor
* of the Havana, If you, as you fay, command at Sea,

' I command afhore. If you treat the Spaniards you meec
* as Pirates, I will do the fame by every one of your People

,
* I can take up. I will not be wanting in good Manners
* if you will do the fame. I can likewife ad the Soldier

' if any Occafion fhould offer that Way, for I have very
* good People here for that Purpofe. If you pretend any
* Thing elfe, you may execute it on this Coaft ^ by this will

be feen the Obftinacy and Rodomantado Spirit of the
"

American Spaniards^ and their Opinion of and Difpofition

towards the EngbJI} 20 Years ago ; as alfo the Condud of

the Engljh towards the Spaniards, who were then com-
plaining of illicire Trade on the Part of the EngliJJo ; but

it is to be noted that the Spaniards in America were always

fo defirous of that Trade, that they ran as great a Risk to

have it, as the Englijh did to bring it to them, and taught

the EvgliJ/3 how to manage it.

The Spaniards having refufed to deliver up Brown and

Tf^mter^ the Governor of Jamaica iffued a Proclamation

againft them. The Beginning of it I infert to (hew the

btile of fuch Pieces there which run in the King's Name.
Whereas feverai 'Tnafons, Piracies and Robberies have been

lately committed on the High Seas, adjoining to ourjaid If.and of

Jamaica, by the SuhjeCls of Great- Britain, and particularly

by Nicholas Brown, and Chriflopher Winter, late of our

faid IJland Mariners \ and though we have ufedfuch Methods

as vje thought moji effeuiual for the taking and fuppreffing of
the faid 'Traitors, Pirates and Robbers, yet we having fuch

ASls of Villainy in the utmoji Abhorrence, and for the greater

Encouragement of juch Perfons of our Subjects as jhall be

o5iive in the apprehending the faid Nicholas Brown, ar.4-

Chriftopher Winter, fo as that they or either of them may be *

brought to fuftice, we have thought fit, by and with the

Advice of our Council of our faid ifand, to projnife that if

cny Perfon Jloall difover, or feizc, or caufe or procure to be

dfcovered, he Jhall have the Reward following
; for the faid

Nicholas Brown qoo /. of current Money 5/ Jamaica, and

for the faid Chriflopher Winter 500/. of like Money, to

be paid by the Receiver- General.

Four
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Four Days after the Date of this Proclatnation, Sir M-

cholas Laws the Governor made the following Speech to

the AlTembly, which fhews the Temper of both the Go-
vernor and the governed in fome Meafure, and will let the

Reader into a better Light than a barren Journal of Fadts,

and give him an Idea of the want of a thorough Union of
Sentiments and Intentions of both at this Time.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen cf the Ajfcmbly,
' I had fcnt for you fooner after the late Prorogation of
your own begetting, but that I find by Experience you are

all too wife for me to think of talking you into any Thing
I would have you do, though never fo apparently your In-

terefl. And I wifli you were all fo prudtnt and difcreet,

as not to be talked out of what you ought to do in Juftice

to your Country and Duty to his Majefty ; and that by falfe

Reafoning and miftaken Politicks. I am at Length con-
vinced that there are fome who would be glad to continue

the old Breaches, or to fee or make Divilions amongft us,

and ic is not to be wondered that thofe who obftinately

refufe to ferve the King and Country, will be adlive in

doing Mifchief j but I would have thefe Gentlemen re-

member, by whofe Tenure they hold their Lands, and know
under whofe Influence and Prote6tion they enjoy at leaft

their well Being. But you Patriots, fuch as I hope you will

appear to be, know how to govern yourfelves on fuch Oc-
cafions, and Wifdom will ever bejuftitied by her Children.*

Gentlemen and Brother Planters,

' Let it fuffice that I can fay for myfelf, that I have beca
known to your Fathers, and am not unacquainted with moft
of you, and that my Intereft and my Pofterity ftands upon
the fame Foundation with yours, and therefore I can have

no Defigns or V^iews, otherwifc than what I muft be equally

concerned with you in the Event. I have done all Things

in my Power to fettle the prefent and future Peace and

Profperity of this Ifland j and I wifli you had all joined

with me in the fame Meafures. I may be allowed to fay

what your own Journals will fay to my Honour, that I
have pointed out to ycu many more Particulars for the Pub-

lick Welfare, Security, and Advantages of the Country,

than ever any of my Predeceflbrs did.

' And now I challenge your whole Body to propofe to,

or lay before me any Thing that you in your Wifdom can

defire or devife for your own Good, or the real Intereft of

this Ifland, confident with my Duty and his Majefty's juft

Prerogative,
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' Prerogative, to grant, which I will not heartily concur with
* you in. I hope for all our Sakes you will readily fall

' into your Duty in the ordinary and ufual Way agreeable to

' our happy Conftitution, otherwife it may be eafily fore-

' feen, without the Spirit of Prophecy, that his Majefty's

* wife and able Minifters will rightly counfel and inform

', him, how and .by what Ways and Means he may make his

* Government eafy here, and his People truly happy under it,

* and I know we are all in Love with Engltjh Laws.'

* But were I capable, or might be thought worthy of ad-
* vifing you, it fhould be'not to contend with the King and
* Miniftry, or kick againjl the Pricksy but to prefer Obedience

* before Sacrifice^ which I am confident would be moft
' acceptable to his moft Sacred Majefty, and in Confe-
' quence make us the happieft Subjects in all his Do-
* minions.^

After this the Afifembly was adjourned. The Behaviour of

this Reprefentative to the Governor at this Time was not

well relifhed by him as appears by his Speech, and this Go-
vernor being, as he ftiles himfelf, a Brother Planter.^ it may
be well conjeftured that the Occafion of whatever Dif-

ference there was then between them, was more their Fault

than his. The Intereft Sir Nicholas Lawes had in the Ifland

was probably ten Times more valuable than his Government
could be rated atj and as he was a wife experienced Man,
it is not to be fuppofed he would a6l: contrary to the Jamaica

Intereft to ingratiate himfelf with the Miniftry in England.

Dreidfui The dreadful Earthquake which laid in Ruins fo great a

Hurrk-me Part of the Buildings in this Ifland 30 Years before, has been
*^'"" amply related, and a Hurricane almoft as dreadful and ruinous

as that happened here Tuefday the 28th of Augufty i'j22.

It began at Kingfon at Eight in the Morning, and continued

till Ten at Night. The Heigth of it was from Eleven at

Noon till One, during which Time it rained very hard, and

the Wind often fhifted. Near one half of the Houfes were

thrown down or fhattered to fuch a Degree, that they were

irreparable, and few or none efcaped without fome Damage.
Port-Royal was once more a Heap of Rubbifli, but the Peo-

ple had io much Time and Convenience to efcape, that

not above four or five Perfons loft their Lives. The Wharfs

were all deftroyed, and moft of the Sugar and other Com-
modities that were there were waflied away. The moft me-
lancholy Account came from the Shipping. Of z6 Topfail

VefTels and 10 Sloops then in the Harbour, no more than

10 were to be feen after the Hurricane, and of thefe ten

but five or fix were repairable. At Liguania moft of the

Sugar
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Sugar Works and Houfes were blown down, and a Planta-

tion entirely deftroyed by an Inundation of the Sea and

Sand. Great was the Damage done at St. David's^ IVag-

water
J

St. Mary\ and St. Thomas's in the Eaft. The Hurri-

cane began in thefe Parts the Night before about Seven

o'clock, and lafted till Eight the next Morning, at what
Time it began at Port -Royal and St. Jago de la Vega where

the King's Houfe and the Secretary's Office were much
damaged, but very few Perfons were hurt in this Calamity.

It was remarkable that thofe Houfes which had been built

by the Spaniards 80 or 90 Years before received very litde

Damage, which gave Reafon to believe that the Spaniards^

having been accuftomed to fuch Tempefts, had provided

againft them better than the E?:glijh had done, by the

Manner and Materials of their Building. The Houfes
and People at Old Harbour were almoft all deftroyed,

and thofe at Sixteen Mile Walk fufFered very much, as did

alfo thofe at St. Thomas in the Fale. The Inhabitants had

fome Prognoftick of it before they felt its Fury. The Weather
being very unfcttled, the Wind often fhifting, and more
than both thefe a prodigious uncommon Swell of the Sea,

which threw them into a terrible Confternation, it throwing

up the Day before feveral hundred Tons of Stones and large

Pieces of Rocks over the Wall of the Eaft End of Port-

Royal^ though at the fame Time there was very little if

any Wind. The Town was overflowed with Water the Night

before, occafioned by the driving of the forementioned Swell.

The Wind was at North Eaft when the Hurricane began,

and there was a very hard Rain, The Water was 5 Feec

deep all over the Town by eleven a Clock ; about three in

the Afternoon the Wind abated by Degrees, and the Water
fell away. The Town appeared afterwards almoft in as fright-

ful a Condition as after the Earthquake, the Streets being

covered with Ruins of Houfes, Wrecks of Boats and Veflels,

and great Nunibers of dead Bodies, for Port-Royal did not

fare fo well as Kingjion. The Inhabitants, fond of the ad-

vantageous Situation of that Spot of Ground for fhipping and

unfliipping their Merchandize, did not take fufficient No-
tice of the Warnings given them by the Sea, which, as if it

looked on the Building of a Town there as an Incroachment

on its Element, had often in this terrible Manner reclaimed

its own, that Town having no better Foundation for the moft:

Part than what Art had contrived on the fandy Shore. The
Inhabitants who were preferved, were reduced to great Ex-

tremity for Want of frelh Water and Provifions, their Stores

being deftroyed in the Hurricane, and many muft have pe-

rilhed
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riOied by ttrat Want, had they not been fupplied by the Men
of War that rode out the Storm. Fort-CharUs fuffered

very much, feveral of the Guns were dilmounted and forae

Waihed into the Sea. The Church and the Row of Houfes

to the Eaft of the Town were fo walhed away, that there re-

mained very little Appearance of a BLiilding. Above half of

Port- Royal was deftroyed^ and near 400 Perfons loft their

l>ives. Tils Magiftrates were very diligent in burying the

dead Bodies, and for the Comfort of the living, prevented

fee Sale of Proviiions at higher Rares than before the Hur-
xkane. Three Men of War, the Fulkiand Captain Harris^

the Swallow Captain Ogle, the iVeymouth Captain Lawes, and

the Sloop Happy before-raenrioned,' loll: all their Mafts j the
,

Duke of York of London Captain Sanders was caft away near

Green Bay, the Mafter and all the Men except three were

drowned.

The Chi/hhella oi Bri/iol Captain G-^w drove afhore,

broke her Back, the Men and Part of the Cargo faved.

The King IVtUiam of Brijlol Captain Raddijh ftranded, the

Men faved. The Klngjion Captain Majiers^ in the Service

of the South Sea Company with 200 Slaves aboard foundered,

the Mafter and moft of the Men and Negroes drowned.

The Frederick of Bri/lol Captain Good ftranded, the Men
lived. The OnOnv^ and another of the Prizes taken by

Capt. Ogle from the Pirates on the Coaft of Guinea were

loit ; the other Prize called the Ranger rid out the Storm af-

ter cutting away her Mafts ; 14. Sloops moft of them be-

longing to Jamaica^ were loft.

The Hurricane was as violent in St. Anne^s ParilTi and that

Part of ihe ICland. as about Kingjlon and Port-Royal^ that

Part of the Town lituate on the Shore excepted. The Froji

Frigate of London Captain Kingjlon drove alhore and was

loft, the Men faved.

The Pariihes of St. Marfs and Sr. Thomas's in the Eaji

received the leaft Damage, Port-Royal \.\\Qvno^. Some were

of Opinion, that the Hurricane i o Years before was as vio-

lent as , this, but it does not appear fo by the Relations of

both tranfmicted to England. The Men of War loft all their

Boats, but recovered their Anchors, and were brought to

proper Births and again moored. The three King's Ships

Lancafler^ Adventure^ and Mermaid^ Part of the Squadron

under Commodore Harris^ were then at Sea j the naval Store-

houfe being blown down, Capr. Harris fent fome of the

Men of War's Crew to clear away the Rubbifti and affift the

Inhabitants. /

In
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In this Time of Extremity of general Affright and Con-

fufion, Pilferers were bufy at Port-Royal 3x16. elfewhere to

embezzle the Goods of the Sufferers, and make their iMar-

Jcets of thepublick Calamity. The Governor iffued a Pro-
clamation, commanding the Provojf Marftjalio feizeall fucli

embezzled Wares and Goods, in Order to their being reilor-

ed to the right Owners. It was on this Occafion chat he
fummoned the AfTembly, which ordered a Day of Faft and
Humiliation, as had been done for the Earthquake the 7th

of J-uly yearly. He alfo joined with the Council in an Ad-
drefs to the King, which linfertas the moil auihenrick Ac-
count of this deplorable Accident.— They fay, ' V/e beg
' Leave humbly to reprefent to your Majefly, tlie deplorable
* Circumfi:ances we are reduced to by a dreadful Storm, which
* happened on the 28th of Au2,'uft laft. The Violence of it

' is inexpreiTible. It has thrown down and fhattered all our
* Houfes to fuch a Degree, that for fome Time we were
' expofed to the Extremity of the Weather ; it has blown
* down Part of your Majefty's Fortifications, difmounted
* the Guns, deftroyed the Carriages, and damaged molt of
* the Powder in the Magazines and the Fire Arms^ and the
' Calamity has been fo general, and the Lofs faflnined fo
* great throughout the Ifland, that the poor Inhabitants arc
* utterly unable to put themfelves into a Pofture of Defence
* v/ithout fome Aid, $sff. We humbly befeech your Majef-
' ty CO fend us fuch Aids of Guns, Fire Arms, Carriages and
* Ammunition, and fuch a Number of Ships of War, as

* your iVIajefty in your Wifdom (hall think neceilary, i^c^

Sept. 13, 1722. Nicholas Lawes.

Jofeph Maxwell, Clerk of the Council.

Upon this humble Application, his Majefly ordered 12

Men of War to be put in Commiffion for the IVeJi-Indiesy

and all Neceflarics to be fhipped for the Supply of this and

the other Colonies.

The Beginning of May, Captain Chandler Comman-
der of the Launcejion Man oi War, cruizing on the

&p(m''.Jh Pirates, for fo the 'Jamaicans called the Guarda
Cojias, took one of them with 58 Spaniards aboard, who
had a little before taken a Snow belonging to this Ifland fix

Leagues off of Hifpcmola.

Sir Nicholas Lavjcs the Governor, affifted by the Council

and the Commanders of the King's Navy Ships in Jamaica,

held a Council of War to try thefc Pirates. The Attorney

General
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General Mr. Keily, and Mr. Norrisy Regifterof the Court of

Guard de Admiralty, proceeded againft them, and no fewer than 43 of
coftt Men j^gfg pjrates or Guarda Cojla Men were convldted of Pi-
himiei.

^^^y ^^j Robbery, condemned and hanged. The Launcejion^

the Adventure^ and the Mermaid^ all King's Ships, were at

Sea when the Hurricane happened, and it was well for them or

they would have run the Extremity of Danger had they not

perifhed in the Storm.

Notwithftanding Syc Nicholas Lawes was their Countryman

as well as their Governor, the moft bufy Men in and out of

the Aflembly, by their unreafonable Oppofition, made him

very uneafy in his Government, as appears by his laft Speech

to the AfTembly.

The rebellious Negroes had nefted fo long in the Moun-
tains, that they were become powerful and formidable, they

had raifed a Fortification in the Blue Mountains called Nauny^

of fo difficuk Accefs, that a few could defend it againft

Thoufands. They often broke down into the low Country

and came once fo near Spanijh-Towny that the Inhabitants

were in a mortal Fright ; feveral Parties had been fent againft

them in their Faftneffes without Succefs. It was there-

fore thought advifeable to hire forae Mufchetoesy an Indian

Nation on the Continent between Traxillo and the Honduras.

They fubmitted themfelves to England when the Duke of

, . Albemarle was Governor of 'Jamaica. They were never con-

indians ^«-quered by the Spaniards^ but ftill retain their natural and ori-

pind on ja- ginal Liberty. If their Country was worth the having, no
*^'"' Doubt the Spaniards would long ago have been their Mafters.

What Right they have to Honduras and the Logwood there

feems by this Submiffion of the Mufchetoe: to be transferred

to the Englijh. But this Submiffion is in Truth without Sub-

jedicn, and they are ftill governed by Kings and Captains of

their own, who prefer the Proteflion of the Englijh to any

other European Power,

j^^j.
Capt. Vring, who was fome Time among them, gives this

cnetoindi*- Account of them. Thtk Mufcheto Indians m\\^\t a nur-
ses, iliy Country on a fandy Bay, beyond Cape Gracia de Dios,

not far from the Bay of Campeachy. They live under a Kind
of monarchical Government, but tho' the whole Natives do
not confift of above 1000 fighting Men, yet they have fe-

veral petty Kings under their chief King. They were driven

to their Marflies by the Spaniards, and the Indians who fub-

mitted to them ; they have frequently Wars with thofc /«-

dians^ which are moftly hafty Irruptions, wherein they fur-<

prize and carry off Men, Women and Children, and fell them
at Jamaica^ or keep them for their own Ufcs. Some of

5 thefe
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thefe Women Slaves have been fo kindly treated by their

Englijh Mafters, that they have brought them Children in

Return for their Kindnefs to them. There lived among them
20 Years ago, ten or twenty Englijh Men who had Mufcheto

Wives j among whom was Luke Houghton^ a Drougar Man
of Jamaica^ his Bufinefs to carry Sugars in a Kind of Hoy
from the River, and Sea Coaft to the ftiipping Place. Thefe
Englijhmen live exadlly after the Manner of the Indians by

fifhing and hunting, and fome cafual Traffick with the Log-

wood Cutters for Liquors and Ozinbrigs. The Logwood Cut-

ters at both the Bays of Honduras and Campeachy, living the

fame Manner of Life, I ihall content myfelf with an Account
of tbofe in the Bay of Honduras in the Sequel.

The Mufcheto Indians had a confiderable Victory over the

Spanijh Indians about 30 Years ago, and cut off a great

Number of them, but gave a Negro who was wich them his

Life, purely on Account of his fpeaking Englijh, which fhews

the good Will they bear our Nation. The Jamaicans had a

Projedt of inviting them to live in their Ifland, and afligning

them certain Lands for their Subfiil^ence, with the Liberties

of Englijhmen ; but the Mufchetoes would not quit their Mo*
rajfes^ nor their Manners every whit as filthy, though they

fwarm with Sochys or Priefts who are Conjurers, and live

more lazily and get more plentifully than other People, which

a cunning Morooner, (o the EngliJI) are called that live among
them, obferving, he turned Sockey or Prieft, aiod foon became
in great Vogue among them. About the Year 1720, pur-

fuant to the Ad: of Allembly, 200 of them were invited to

Jamaica to their Afliftance againft the rebellious Negroes.

Sloops were fent to tranfport them, and being arrived in that

Ifland, they were formed into Companies under their own
Officers, and were paid 40 s. a Month with Shoes.

They ftaid in the Ifland feveral Months, and did very good

Service, for which they were well rewarded, and returned to

their Marflies well pleafed. When they were out in Search

of the runaway Negroes wich white Men for their Guides,

one of the Jamaicans fhot a wild Hog, which much dif-

pleafed the Mujchetoes, who faid, ' That was not the Way
to furprize the Negroes^ for if there were any within hear-

ing of the Gun, they would immediately fly, and they

iliould not be able to take any of them, and if tbey wanted

any Provifions they would kill fome with their Lancet or

Bows and Arrows which made no Noife.' They are ex-

quifite Hunters and Fifliers, and no People are fo expert at

ftriking Fiih as they are, infomuch that they look upon it as

thegreateft ill Luck if they mifs a Fifli when tbey have a fair

Stroke
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Stroke at it ; and in fuch Cafe they are wont to rally him who
milt by faying, Brother your Hand is crooked^ fomebody has

lain with your Wife. Few of the "Jamaica Sloops go to Sea

without one of thefe Mufcheto Men, to whom they give good

Wages and treat them in the friendlieft Manner, the Com-
manders make them their Companions, and call them Bro-

ther. The Governor of the Ifland has a particular Article in

his Inftrudtions to fliew Kindnefs to them, and aflure them of

bis Protedtion. As often as a new Governor comes, their

King or fome of their Chiefs go up to compliment him on
his Acceffion to the Government, and he kindly entertains

them and fends them away with Prefents.

We fee by. a Speech made by Sir Nicholas Lawes, that this

Governor's being a Jamaica Man and a Planter, did not

fupprels the Spirit of Oppofition, nor reconcile the AfTembly

to his Adminiftration, fo far as to prevent thofe Differences

and Difcontents which Subordination is apt to create in the

Minds of the proud and envious. But I do not underftand

that the Difcontents occafioned the Removal of Sir Nicholas

Lawes from the Government, which was given to the Duke
of Portland., a Nobleman of fine Accomplifliments, both

of Perfon and Mind.

The Affembly here were in as ill Temper with their

Neighbour of St. Dorothy's Pari(h, which they excluded from

the Right of eledling Members, but my Information reaches

not fo far as the Caufe of the Offence that was taken.

Duke of When his Majefly appointed the Duke of Portland Go-
Portiand yemor of Jamaica^ Col. Duhourgay was made Lieutenant

c.rDubour- Governor, to be Afliftant to his Grace in the Difcharge of
giy Liente fo Weighty a Truft. The Duke and I^\itc\\Q(s o^ Portland
nam Gover- ^^^Q fome iliort Stay at the Ifland of Barbados, where they

were magnificently received and entertained, and arrived here

with their Family and Retinue the 22d of December, 1722.

Their Graces were received here alfo with all imaginable

pomp and Splendor ; the Character of this Lord having en-

deared him to the Inhabitants, by the Report of him before
' his Arrival, it being the Reverfe of that of Chrijiopher

Monk Duke of Albemarle^ who excepting his Title had no-

thing noble in his Compofition to gain him either Affection

or Efteem. The AfTembly voted his Grace a double Salary

to what any of their Governors had before, no lefs than

5000/. a Year, which tho' the Duke of Portland might

merit by his good Qualities, yet they could not afford to give

Without bunhening themfelves too much. What follows are

the Words of one on the Spot.

Never
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i^ever did a Governor recommend hinfelf fiiore^ or keptfitch

a handfom Court \ he was remarkably civi/y of eafy Acccfs and

affable to all. Toe Ijland grudged no Expence to oblige him^

and if any Fault could be at allfound with his Government it

is only this y that the Planters^ who could not wJl afford fuch
extraordinary Expences^ fpent too profujely^ by endeavouring to

imitate the Duke.

With the Duke of Portland came Col. Duhourgay juft

mentioned, and in the firft Speech his Grace made to the

AlTembly, he waspleafed to recommend him to them in thefe

Words. I am farther to ftgnify to youy Gentlemen, that his

Majefly has been pleafed to appoint Col. Charles Dubourgay, a
Perfon ofgreat Merit arid Honour ^ to beyour Lieutenant Gover'

nor. His long and earnefi Services in IVar^and hisfineere Attach-

ment to his Majejiy, have prepared his Way to this particular

Mark of the royal Favour^ and I am commanded to let you knoWy

that it is expected from you that you receive him ivith the Ho-
nour due to his Commijfon, and provide him the Support which

his Credentials will acquaint you with. The Arrival of this

Gentleman feemed to be unacceptable to the Colony. His

Grace their Governor made a very long Speech, but the Af-

fembly returned a fhort Anfwer, however they doubled the

Governor's Salary as is before obferved, and gave Col. Charles

Dubourgay looo/. to defray his Charges, and the Colonel re-

turned to England in the fame Ship that brought the Duke
and him to Jamaica^ the Kingjion Man of War. It was faid

in a Letter from Jamaica that came by the Kingflon^ ' The
' AflTembly thought fuch an extraordinary Magiftrate un-
* neceflary, efpecially during their Governor's Refidence
' with them, and were apprehenfive of the Confequences of
* admitting new ereSied Officers^ in which they guarded Well

* againft future Inconveniences of the like Nature.' It is

fomewhat extraordinary that the Agents of Jamaica, who
had handfom Salaries to have an Eye on what concerned her

Intereft, and thofe other Gentlemen to whofe Care the Affairs

of the Colonies are particularly committed, did not find Means

to have this Novelty prevented, by reprefenting it to his Ma-
iefty in its juft Light, which no Doubt would have prevented

the Duke of Portland's putting that ungracious Paragraph in

his Speech, and Col. Dubourgafs carrying thither fo un-

neceffary and difagreeable a Commiffion.
.

On the Duke's Arrival here, Edmund Kelly, Efq; and^^^'-.^^

James Haywood, Efq; Members for the Parifh of St. Dorothy, ^rcft,

prefented a very dutiful Addrefs from the Freeholders there,

congratulating and complimenting his Grace on his entering

upon the Government. His Grace's Anfwer to it was -very

Vol. II. Bb «ogaging,
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Duite of engaging. * Gentlemen, I thank you for the hearty Exprefldons
Portland'^ 4 Qf Affedliott to mc and my Family contained in this Ad-
^nfivir. J drefs. I am forty to perceive by feme Part of it, that there

* is not that Harmony between you, the Affembly and your
* Parilh, which I could wifli. I will endeavour to make my-
* felf acquainted with the real Caufe of it. You may pro-

' mife yourfelves that my Interpoficion in Order to reconcile

* you, and my Readinefs to do what I can to contribute to

* your Eafe and Satisfadion, fhall not be wanting.'

The King of the Mufcbetoes coming to pay his Duty to his

Grace the Governor of Jamaica foon after his Arrival, I

muft add a few Words more of their Hiftory. They are im-

placable Enemies to the Spaniards, and by fudden Excurfions

and Surprize do them as much Mifchief as they can ; they

term the murdering them hiding them, and kill them when
they fall in their Way. They are not much afraid of the

Little Breeches, fo they call the Spaniards, their Country

being furrounded by inacceffible Mountains and Moraffes.

By their Commerce with the Englijh they have learnt a little

of their Language- they are an inoffenfive People in their

Carriage to all but Little Breeches ; never forfeit their

Word, a very great Reproach to the Englijh, who have no
.where that Charader. They have but one Wife, and have

the higheft Veneration for the Ceremony of Marriage.

They adore the Sun, and truly the Sun has a much better

Claim to Adoration, than the Stocks and Stones in Popijh

Idolatry. When any of them die they put them into a Mat,

and place them flrait with their Faces to the Eaji. The
King, fays the Jamaican Hiftorian, ha* his Commiffion from

the Governor of Jamaica, and therefore at every new Go-
vernors Arrival, they come over to know his Pleafure.

During their Stay they are maintained at the publick Charge

and clothed in a very rich Drefs. When they depart they

have a few trifling Prcfents made them, with which they are

e.Ytremely well fatisfied.

jtdvanuge The fame Hiflorian tells us, * great Advantage might be
tobtmadenf^ made of the friendly Difpofition of this People in Cafe of

toes^"^'^^^
' ^ ^^''" ^"^ Spain, and it is not to be doubted but in Cafe
* of a Rupture, the Government will improve fo fair an
' Opportunity of advancing the Interefl of the Britijh Na-
' tion' as thefe Mufcheioes border on Honduras, and

have probably a Right to the Growth of Logwood, and be-

lides, are poUeiTed of a Country little known to or frequenced

by Europeans. If this Account of them written in Jamaica
is true, the Advantage that might be made of their friendly

Difpofition xq the Englijh is fo obvious, that it is amazing

one hears of no Steps taken to procure ic. The
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The King of the Mufchetoes was received by his Grace
the Duke of Portland, with that Courcefy which was narura^

to him, and with more Ceremony than feemed to be due to
a Monarch, who held his Sovereignty by his CommiiTion,
as the Jamaica Hillorian fays. He invired his Mufcheta
Majefly to dine with him, and that Writer informs us, The
poor King kneiv not which IVay to go up Stain ^ but jumped up
Step by Step, which doubtlefs is rather Raillery than Hidory.
The King ufedfuch indecent ExprejJionSy that the Dutchcfs tvas

obliged to retnove from Table. Hovjfver, he was difmiffed

very civilly, and went H^me to his Subje£ii proud of his jkn-

tertaiumnt.

The Ailembly paft a Bill in their Sedion after the Duke of
Portland's A.xxi\3.\^ for making their L^u;j />^r/>f/W^ I have
not learn: what were his Grace's Reafons for objedting to it,

but I obferve he was confirmed in them by that Opinion of
the Minillry in SrgJand. For in his Speech of the ift of
O^ober, i~:z'i,. h\%Gid^CQid\s t![\Qm ihehmtOhjeifions ijave ^_,._.

been made at home^ and they are thought to be f that JVeight

that it would be dccaving you, Jhould I give you the leaji Riom
to expeif that that Bill can receive his MajeJlyU Approbati-

on. If Liberty, Property, and the very Lives of the Peo-
ple who paft that Law, were interefted in the Perpetuity of
their Laws^ it is reafonable to think they were the bell

Judges of the good or ill Confequences of fuch a Law

;

and if the Royal Approbation was denied it by any Repre-

fentations of Perfons entire Strangers to this Country and
Conftitution ; it may well happen that the Aflfembly and

People of Jamaica made a better Judgment of their own
Affairs, than thofe who were not at all concerned in them.

Having Occafion to fpeak here of the Alteration in the of dim
Currency of the Coin contrary to Queen Anna's Proclama-

tion to regulate it in all the Sugar Illands, it is proper to par-

ticularize the Value of the Silver Species as they were to

pafs by that Proclamation, confirmed ^by the Adt of the 5th

of that Qiiecn,

Seville Pieces of Eight Old Plate^ to pafs for

Ditto, New Plate

Mexico Pieces of Eight

Pillar Pieces of Eight

Peru Pieces of Eight

Crojs Dollars

Ducatco IS of Flanders

Louis of Franccj Silvtr Louis

/.
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I. s. d.

Crufados of Portugal oo 03 09 j

Rix Dollars of the Empire 00 06 00

Three Guilder Pieces of Holland 00 06 1 o^

Notwithftanding a pofitive Law to afcertain the Value of

Money as here mentioned, the People of Jamaica raifed

theirMoney by agreeing to tender and receive it at 6 s. and 3 d.

the Piece of Eight. Several Merchants fent home a Repre-

fentation againlt it, and the Government was To far from

giving the leaft Countenance to the leaft Difregard of this

Law, that the Lord Carteret^ then Secretary of State, wrote

to the Duke of Portland by his Majefty's Command, in a

Letter dated 22 OSioher^ 1722. wherein his Lordfhip tells

his Grace, * That the Articles of Complaint, in the Repre-
' fentation^ deferve his Grace's moft ferious Confideration,

* and the King diredts his Grace to ufe his utmoft Care to
* fee proper Remedies applied. That the Trade and Credit
' of the Ifland will be loft if the Valuation of the Coin be
* not redified. // /V, adds his Lordfhip, a bold Attempt,
' that thofe who advijed have undertaken it, being ex-
* prefly contrary to the Ad of the 6th of Queen Anne and
' your ^jih In/truSfion, which Iam commanded to repeat to

* you, Jhoidd bejlri£ily obeyed?

The Duke of Portland reftored the Currency to the

Tenure of the Adt, which was never infringed in the Ifland

of Barbados, either by Ad of Affembly or common Pradice

of Merchants.

That the Inhabitants of Jamaica made good Ufe of their

Water- Carriage as well by River as by Sea, to convey the

Growth of the Ifland to the Shipping, may be imagined

by the little Care they took of their Land Carriage j for if

Vittaii. their Roads were impradicable for Horfemen and Foot-

men, they muft much more be fo for Carts and Carriages

of Burthen. His Grace takes Notice of this in his Speech.
' There is another Negled not unequal to this, the uncut-

' tivated Lands, I mean that of the Roads in general, and
* particularly thofe by which a Communication fhould be al-

* ways kept open between the great Towns. One would think
* the Inconveniencies which their impaflablc State bring upon
' the Inhabitants daily, fliould be a fufiBcient Motive to re-
' pair them ; but the Danger which the Publick are from
* thence expofed to in the Cafe of any unexpeded Alarm,
* which does render it very difficult, if not always impradi-
* cable, for the Forces of the ifland to join for its Defence,
' will aecufe and condemn you Ihould any unhappy Confe-

^ quences
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* quences refult from it. Will it be of any Avail to plead,
* chat the Pariflies to which thefe Roads belong were o-
' biiged to keep them in a good Condicion ? The late dread-
* ful Hurricane has made the Expence too great for the
' Parifnes, ^c'

In rhe Law for Highways and Roads, I meet with fome
few PafiTages that will give a litde Inlight into the Parifli

Geography of this Ifland. ' The Path or Road now ufed
' from the Orange River Plantations in the ParilTi of St.
' Marfs^ into the Plantation late of Andrew Holloivay at
' Wagwater^ and fo into the Parifh of St. Andr£w\^ fhall

* be a publick Road or King's Highway, between the two
' Parifhes of St. Marfs and St. Andrew's. The Path or
* Road from Annotta River Bay^ to the Parifli of St. George's

* leading towards St. Andrew's^ fliall by its neareft Courfe fall

* into the Path coming from the faid Orange Plantation^

* this to be the Highway between the Parifhes of St. George's

' and St. Andrew's. The Surveyors of St. Marys Parifh

* to mend the P.oad from the Orange River, to the Field at

' the Foot of the Hill at Little Torns River ; and St. George's

* Parifli to clear the Road from Annotta Bay to the faid

' Place : The Parifli of St. Andrew's to clear the Ford and
' Road from thence to Holloway's Plantation.'

Having taken this PafTage out of the Laws of Jamaica^

as it helps to defcribe the Country, I fhall refer to the Laws
themfelves for other Matters, and only mention the Endow- Minijier't

ments to Minifters by it.
•'''"'"*•

Port Royal to pay to the Minifter, 25o /. per Annum,
St. Catharine's • 300
St. Thomas's — 200
St, Andrew's •• ——

—

200
St. John's. — 200

All the other Pariflies 150/. per Ann. very moderate Al-

lowances confidering the Dearnefs of all NecefTaries, but

then Perquifites are very confiderable, and it is amazing that

in a Place where there was fuch a flaming Zeal in feveral

Aflemblies for maintaining all Rites of the Church of

England in Matter of Worfhip, there has been fuch an

unaccountable Careleffhefs in the Miflion of their Miniflry,

who for the moft Part have been very unworthy of the

Charader they went with j of which I have had fo much

Knowledge with Refpedt to this and other Colonies, that

I very ofifen regret the fruitlefs Pains and Expence fuch

well defigning Perfons have been at, to propagate the Gof-

B b 3
pel
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pel in tliefe Parts. This pious Work has been carried on
many Years, (and how the Cafe ftands in Jamaica^ and fuch

has. been the Cafe ever fince it was reckoned Part of an En-
glijh Diocefe) fee by the Account the Author of the New
Hi/iory of 'Jamaica gives of it, /). 303. ' The Clergy here

are of a Charader fo vile, that I do not care to mention

it ; for, except a few, they are generally the moft finifbed

of all Debauchees, Meffieurs Guipin^ johnjton, and May^
are indeed Men, whofe unblemilhed Lives dignify the Cha-

radler they bear. They generally preach either in their

o\'( n Churches, or to a few in fome pri.ace Houfes every

Sunday^ but for others their Church Doors are feldora

cpened.'

His Grace the Duke of P^rivWii continued in this Gp-
vernment to his Death, about foui Ye.irs reckoning from the

Date of his Commifiion, snd about three Years and a half,

reckoning from the Day of his Aiiival lo t'latof his Death,

His Adminiilration was the moft eafy to the Governor and

Governed, that had been yet known in this Ifland, where

Admiral Hofier arrived with a Squadron of Men of War, to

fecure the Briitjh Commerce in thefe Seas, and demand Sa-

tisfaftion of the Spaniards for the frequent Infults and LoiFes

the Er.gVtJh had fuffered by them in their Navigation and

Trade, particularly their detaining the South S<.a Company's

iarge Ship the Royal George at Porto-Bello, As foon as the

Admiral came before the Place, the Governor fent to know
Vv^hat he wanted j he anfwered the Royal George^ which was
immediately difcharged ; but the Admiral ftill lying off the

Place, the Governor fent again, defiring him to be gone,

Xvho anfwered, he Jhould flay till farther Orders^ and ordered

a Man of War to lie within Reach of the Guns at Porto-

Bello. There was at that Time 24 Millions of Pieces of
Eight, ready in that Place to be fiiipped aboard the Galleons

for Sfain^ which was removed up into the Country on the

Appearance of the Englifh Men of War. It is well known,
that that Treafure was intended to have enabled the Spaniards

to anfwer their Stipulations for large Subfidies to feveral Pow-
ers of Europe^ for raifing a new War, particularly againft

England^ and the interrupting the Conveyance of fo much
Treafure, as alfo 16 Millions of Pieces of Eight, in the

whole near 40 Millions, then fhipped and to be fhipped aboard

the Galleops and Flota^ none of which came to Spain in

Time to anfwer that Occafion, was the only Caufe of prevent-

ing that War, which pr-obably would foon have extended into

a general one by Sea and by Land. That Service was furely

owing 1 3 the ftationing the Britifh Squadron at the BafVitnentas

off
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off of PortO'Bello ; a fickly Station it is true, and fo is the

Situation of Porto-Bello j infomuch that ^:he Spaniards who
trade there, r«fide in it only in the Fiiir Time, about iix

Weeks once in two or three Years, according as the Galleons
arrive with Goods from Old Spain. This Fair happens \

always in the moft unhealthy Seafons, but Traders do not -i

then avoid ihe Place becaufe it is fickly ; and if the Spaniards

think at to bring their Treafure there, the Englifo will never
forbear feekingit in Time of War, becaufe the Air isnotfo
wholefom as were to be wifhed. Extremity of Air and
Change of Air will always affed: Conftitutions, but I never /

met with an Inftance that a Nation at War with another, 1

fuffered an Enemy to gather Strength in a Country, becaufe ,.

the Air of it was incommodious. If it is fo for the one, it

is for the other, and War on both Sides muft alike ftand all

Chances. The Spaniards do not think their being feafoned '

in America is a Protedion to them, for thofe Merchants v»'ho
i

come hither to trade and do carry on the chief Trade, flay no
longer than the Fair lafts, and when it is over haften back to

Lima^ Panama y and other Places. ',

His Grace the Duke of Portland was taken ill of a Fever vuth 0/

the 29th of June, which carried him off the 4th of July the Duke oj ;

1726. A Paragraph of a Letter from Jatnaica on that Oc-
^""^I'.'rg

'

caiion will beft fhew the Senfe of the Inhabitants under fo '
*

great a Lofs. * A melancholy and univerfal Misfortune has
' befallen us here, which has thrown us into the utmoft Grief
* and Confufion. My Lord Duke of Portland is dead!
' This may be remote and unaffeifling to you at a Diftanceof
* almoll half the Globe, but it is impoflTible for us who
* lived under his mild Government, and participated of the
' Gentlenefs of his Nature, the Complacency of his Tem-
* per, the Refinement of his Manners, the Generofity of his

* Living, the Tranquillity, Lenity and Equity of his delighfc-

* ful Adminiftration, not to be forcibly touched and grie-

' voufly afflidted, (^c! All the Gentlemen of Jamaica
went into deep Mourning, and three Members of the Coun-
cil, by Order of the Board, waited upon her Grace the

Dutchefsof Portland with the following MefTage,

May it pleafe your Grace,

TVe are directed by the honourable the Prefident and Conn- The Comdi

cil to wait upon your Grace, to condole with you upon the late
'J^'^'''^'/**

unhappy Occafion, and to ajfure your Grace^ that as tve have

a very fenfible Share in the Lofs, fo likewife in the A^iclion.

The Council^ may it pleafe your Grace, will do every Thing

in their Power that may contribute to your Eafs, they art in-
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formed of your Grace's Intentions of quitting fpeedlly this

JJIand, and as there is no Ship of War in Harbour to convoy

your Grace through theje Seas, they have ijffclved to fit out

a Veffelfor that Service j and where they can befarther ufeful to

your Grace, they will readily embrace the Opportunity, and up-

on every Occafeon endeavour to Jhew their Gratitude, and the

Value and Regard they have for your Grace's Perfon and Cba-

racier.

Her Grace exprefled her Thanks in Terms fuicable to the

Civility, Refped, and AfFedion, to the Council's Addrefs.

John Ayf- The Government of Jamaica devolved of Courfe on the

cMgh, Efyi Prefident of the Council John Jyfcough^ Efq; a windward
Gsveruor. pjantgr of fair Character and Fortune. About 7 Weeks

^fter the Duke of Portland's Death, the Dutchefs Dowager
with her three Daughters and the Corpfe of her late Confort,

failed from Jamaica^ Auguji • 7.1, on Board the Effex, Capt.

Henry Geering^ and met with very bad Weather, infomuch

that the Ship loft her main and mizen Mafts : However, fhe

, arrived ofF Dover the 14th of Q£iober^ landed there, and the

next Day came fafe with her Grace's three Daughters to

London.^ and two Days after received Compliments of Con-

dolence from his Majefty, and their Royal Highneffes the

Prince and Princefs of Wales.

G^"(ya! The Prefident Mr, Ayfcough held the Government till the
J^untcr ^0- Arrival of Major General Hunter, who had been Governor
*tfr».r,

^p New-York and Virginia^ and was much better acquainted

with the Afrairs of the Continent Colonies, than thofe of

the Sugar Iflands. He laid an Embargo on all Shipping;

which, fays the Jamaica Hiftorian, proved of infinite Difad-

vantage to the Ifland. No Doubt that Embargo was in the

Governor's Inftrudions, and then the Blame lies on thofe by

whofe Advice it had a Place there, for this Gentleman was

of bimfelf well intentioned. Several neceffary Laws were
jnade for fuppreffing the rebellious Negroes, and as it was
then feared that the liland abounded with Papi/Is in Difguife,

the Affenibly paft an J^, obliging all, firom fixteen to fixtyy

to abjure the Church of Rome. General Hunter was a very

hearty Proreftant, of Revolution Principles, a great Enemy to

Popery and Prieftcraft ; he promoted this Bill by his Party

in the Affembly, where too many warmly oppofed it, by
which Heats were fomented, but the Governor's Party pre-

vailed. He died in the Year 1734, and the Government a-

gain devolved on John J)fcougb, Efq; in which Year a Re-
inforcement of fix independent Companies were fent to

Jamaica to a<2t againlt the Negro Rebels. The Rebellion

of
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of Negroes was now become fo5 formidable, that it required

the whole Strength of the Ifland to reduce them.

The Exercife of civil Law was fufpended, and the tnariial

Lazu took Place, feveral Parries of Militia and regular Forces

were fent againft thofe Rebels. Capt. Stoddatt with one of

them attacked their Town Nanny in the Blue Mountains. He
had carried with him three fmall Field Pieces, and made his

Approaches with great Caution and without the Icall: Noife, he>

reached the Foot of the Mountain a little before Night, and

when it was dark fcaled the narrow PafiTage, and with very

great Difficulty got up his Field Pieces, and mounted them
on an Eminence, from whence he played on the Negra

Town with Musket-Ball, which killed and wounded a great

Number of the Rebels who offered to make Defence. In

fine, he obtained a complete Vidtory here, the Negroes took

to Flight. He flew many more of their Number in the

Rout, demoliflied their Town, deflroyed their Provifions,

and did them more Hurt than had been done them in zo

Years before, with little or no [..ofs of his Party.

The Rebels were alfo hard preffed in other Parts of the

Ifland. They prefumed at Bagnds to attack a large Party ^.0^5.;^^,^^

commanded by Col. Edward Charlton^ and Capt. Ivy^mth the Ne-

whofe Men had not kept enough to c^ok Order, of which S'""
^***'*'

the Rebels having quick Intelligence, they laid an Ambufcade
to intercept them as they ftraggled, and when the Officers

were at Dinner, and few of the Party near, they ruflied out

and attacked the Hut where they were. Several Pieces were
difcharged which killed a few, but the firing had this good
Effect, that it alarmed thofe of the Party that were neareft,

who immediately took to their Arms, and came up in Time
to fave the Lives of their Officers. 1 he Negroes fled, but

the Purfuit by the EngUJ}} was very faint, and the latter loft

Sight of the Runaways. The Enghjh not knowing whither

they ran, the Plantations nearefl: the Mountain were terri-

bly alarmed, and tho' S{an'tjh Totvn was above 30 Miles from
thence, yet News came about one a Clock in the Morning,
that the Negroes had efcaped Col. Charltonh and Capt. Ivy's

Party and were coming that Way. Mr. Ayfccugh the Prefi- .

dent immediately ordered the Trumpets to found and the

Drums to beat, and before fix a frefh Party of Foot, with a

Troop of Horfe, were ready to fupport the former under

the Command of more experienced Officers, In two Days
they came up to a Place, where by the Fires which remained

unextinguifhed, they knew the Negroes had lodged the

Night before, and having followed the Track got Sight of
them ibon after. Capt. Edmunds difpofcd of his Men for

an
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an Engagement, but the Rebels had not Courage to venture

a Batde, they difperfed and fled feveral Ways, however, a
good many were killed and more taken, which fo difheart-

ened them and broke their Strength, that they never ap-

peared in any confiderable Body afterwards.

About this Time Port Jntpnlo on the North ^Side of Ja-*
tna'ica was ordered to be fortified, and Store-houfes erected there

for the Ufe of the Ships of War. A little Ifland lies fo near it,

that a Man of War's Yards touch the Branches of the Trees,

on the two Sides of the Harbour's Mouth, which when entered

is very fafe, and capacious enough to receive a confiderable

Fleet. Admiral Stewart^ who commanded a Squadron then

there, faw tliis Work m good Forwardnefs, and it will be

.
of infinite Advantage to the Britifh Commerce in thofe Parts,

if it can be perfected and maintained j but the Air is un-

healthy, tho' to clear it the Admiral had ordered the Trees
in Naziy Ifland to be burnt. The Defign was good and well

profecuted, but there vs^as no guarding againft the Malignity

of the Air ; however, there is a Company of Soldiers at

this Time in Garrifon, Part of which was under Capt. NeW'
ion in the Porto-Bella Expedition, and they would tain have
been in that of Chagre^ but the Jamaicans abofolutely re-

flifed to let them go, alledging that as they paid them Sub-

fiftence Money, tliey fliould remain there for the Defence
of the Ifland. Not far from this l^lace, a fmall Town was
lately begun to be built called Tuhfield^ from a Manor in

Harnpfolre belonging to the Dutchefs of Portland.

It is well known that the Heat of the Sugar Colony Cli-

mates, has an Influence on the Spirits of the People, which

are foon enflamed, and therefore great Caution fhould be

Vikd in Company to keep every Thing calm and cool ; but

the Heat is general, and confequently when it begins to kindle,

there are more ready to catch than to extinguifli. This hap-

pened in the Cafe of Mr. Stevens a Merchant at K'wgjion^

and Mr. Vale a Barrifl:er at Law. Mr. Stevens having fpoken

cfFenfively to or of Mr. Vale^ fome Gentlemen were (b

weak and indeed fo wicked,' as to incenfe them, and blow the

heated Fewel into a Flame. Mr. fah meeting Mr. Stevens

one Morning at the CofFee-houfe, beat him with a fmall

Sticky the Standers by let them grapple in Wrath, and Mr.
Steve?js falling with his Head upon a Stone fractured his Skull

and he died foon after. 'Tis certain Fale knew nothing of

a Stone nor intended a Fradlure, but intending Harm to 5/^-

vens, the Law interpreted it Murder: Fale was tried, and
tho' he pleaded his own Caufe with great Reafon and Viva-

city, and tho' the Jury was iliut up t,wo Days before they

ag^ed
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agreed on a Verdid, yet in the End they brought in Vale

guilty, and he was condemned to be hanged ; and tho' the

Cafe does not appear to hav« more aggravating Circura-

ftances than are here, mentioned, Valc^ deipairing of Mercy,

cut his Throat the Night before the Day appointed for his

Execution,

Soon after the Prefident died, John Gregory^ Efq; John Cre-

who had been Chief Juftice fucceeded him in the Govern-
^^^J'

^fr*

ment, in which he continued till the Arrival of Henry Cun-

ningham, Efq- whom his Majcfiy had appointed Governor Herry Cun-

of Jamaica, a Gentleman of great Parts and Worth, of aningham,

found Judgment and happy Temper. He had great Know-^^^^'^'
^°'"'''

ledge of the Britijh Conftitution, and was zealous in the

Support of it in and out of Parliament, of which he had al-

moft always been a Member ever fince the Union. See what
he Jamaica Hiftorian writes of him, ' Tho' Governor, he
* never loft the Affability of a privafe Gentleman. Never
' was one more beloved or carefled with more Juftnefs, he
' knew the Bleflings of Liberty, and had he lived, would
* have redrefled many Grievances under which the Poor la-

' boured. It was his Fault to begin too foon to cure the In-
' folence of the Planters, and a Difference with one of the
' moft confiderable of them haftened his Death.' The Au-
thor does not explain whether it was to accommodate or pro-

fecute this Difference; but other Accounts fay. The Go-h/;£)£^,%

vernor was at an Entertainment with fome of the principal

Perfons of the Place, and that there was fuch an Abundance
of good Wine as well as good Humour, that Mr. Cunning'

ham foon felt the Effeds of it in a violent Fever in a few

Days, if not Hours, about fix Weeks after his Arrival.

t/pon his Death, John Gregory, Efqj Prefident of the

Council, refumed the Government, and about that Time
died James Hay, Efq; Chief Juftice, of a Charader fo

different from that of the Chief Juftice Ipoken of in Lord
Hamilton^ Time, that whatever Impurities the Judgment
Seat might then be defiled with, this Gentleman's Condud
cleared it of all Bleraifh. The Author fays, ' tho' he re-
' fided upwards of 20 Years in fo wicked a Place, he was
* never known to give into any of its Debaucheries, an Oath
* he was never heard to fwear, nor ever ncgleded his Fa- "

* mil) Devotion.'

The fame Author introduces the Government of Ediuard ^^^.^^^
TrelawneP, Efq; with fome Refiedions on the Misbehaviour Trehwrey,

of the Spaniards toward the Englijh in America, of which ^f'^'
^''^^'

reiterated Accounts had come from thence by almoft all'""*

Shipping, and which could not but end in a Rupture. The
Jamaica
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'Jamaica Author writes, ' The War between Great-Britain
* and ^a'ln was an Event long wiflied for by all good Britons^
' and particularly by the People of this Ifland, who wanted
* nothing more than to be left at Liberty to revenge the
' Cruelties and Depredations they have fo long fufFered from
' the iniulting Spaniards^ thro' the great Lenity and Forbear

-

' ance of the Gentlemen at the Helm of Affairs in Great-
' Britain^ who at length appear roufed out of the Lethargy
* their Enemies attributed to them, to avenge the Infuks of-
* fered, not only to the Subjeds of the Crown of Great-
* Britain^ by an Enemy not confiderable enough to appear
' in Sight of the Flag they have long defied.'

1-3:? Upon Mr. Trelawne.fs Arrival, he was honourably re-

ceived by the Council and Gentlemen of the Ifland. The
AfTembly allowed him the fame Salary which any of their

former Governors had, except the Duke of Portland^ which
doubtlefs will never be brought into Precedent. The firft

A<fc of his Adminiftration was to put the Ifland into a better

Poftare of Defence, than it had been for fome Years before.

He ordered the feveral Forts to be viewed, and took effedtual

Care that fuch Repairs as were neceflary fliould be inftantly

fet about: He appointed Officers of Experience and Refo-

lution to command the Militia^ by whom they were better

trained in Arms than ever they had been before ; and it is to

be noted, that the Colony Militia, whether Creolians or Eu-
ropcons, are better exercifed and regulated than our Englijh

Train Bands ever were fmce Cromwell's Time. Governor
'^rehivne/s next Care was to reduce the rebellious Negroes,

v/ho for 50 Years paft had put the Colony to a great Expence,

as well of Blood as Treafure, and tho' the Rebels were fre-

quently very much diftrefled, yet they found Means to main-

tain themfelves in their almoft inacceflible Fallneffes.

The Ifland was in Arms nine Months together in 1735,
and 1735 to guard againfl: them, but yet they little prevailed

tovv'ards clearing the Country, and none would cultivate

Land nor fettle near the Place where they neflied, and thofe

Lands that had been cultivated and fettled were deferted ;

which Lands were fome of the mofl: fertile in the Ifland,

but being now overgrown with Woods and Shrubs were a

Shelter for the Runaways. The Governor taking into Con-
, fideration the Damage, Diftrefs and Terror occafioned by

n<he'ihui
^^^"^j ^"^ ^^^ ^^^ Succefs of all Attempts hitherto to reduqe

Nc^ro'es%b- them by P'orce, he refolved to put milder Methods in Prac-
»««• tice, and by Offers of Pardon and Security he brought them

to fuch reafonable Temper, that they laid down their Arms,

and all to a Man chearfully fubmitted. By the Articles of

Surrender
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Surrender they are allowed a Chief to govern them, but he
is to do nothing without the Confenc of the Governor of
the Ifland, and feveral white Men live among them to ob-

ferve their Adlions.

As foon as the Governor of Jamaica was authorifed from

Home to grant Letters of Marque and Reprifal^ for Satif^

faiflion of the Injuries done the Englijh by the Spaniards, he

iflued out fuch Letters, and immediately the Merchants and

Planters fitted out many Privateers, which brought feveral

good Prizes to this Ifland ; one of the Privateers landed a

few JVIen on Cuba, took a Town and plundered it, before the

Arrival of AdmixsWernoTi, September 1739, ^"l^ ^^ Men of »739>

War ; who with thefe fix Men of War only has done more
Execution on the Enemy, than has hitherto been done by all

other BriiiJ}} Squadrons. Thefe indeed are the Seas and
Coafts mofl: proper to turn the Superiority of the Britijh

maritime Power to the moft Advantage to our Trade and
Navigation, and why fo little has been efFedied with it in all

our late Ruptures with' Spain and France, none can fo well

anfwer as thofe that were entrufted with the Care of the

Plantations, which I hope will never be committed to fuch

as have not been long and well acquainted with them and

their Affairs.

The taking and dertroying Porto-Bello, one of the Bulwarks

of the Spanijh IVeJi- Indies^ was an Adion of fo great Glory
and Advantage to the Britijh Nation, that the Name of
Vernon is nov/ as terrible to the Spaniards in New Spain, as

ever that of Blake was in Old. What the Confequenccs of
that glorious Action might have been, had his Strength en-

abled him to improve it, let Connoifleurs determine.

The Town of Porto-Bello is not fo large as might be ex-0/P^^^°"

peded, from the great Refort of People to trade to it in and"^'
'*'

out of Fair Time, tho' the latter is inconhderable in Com-
parifon of the former, and only to take off the Gleanings of
the Fair. The Unhealthinefs of the Air has been and always

will be, a Hinderance to the Increafe of this Town, in

Building and Inhabitants. It confifts of about 500 Houfes,
it has two Churches, a Treafury, a Cuftom-houfe and Ex-
change. The Fair is here every two or three Years, and
lafts about fix Weeks, according as the Galleons happen to

arrive from Carthagcna, where they always firft difpofe of
Part of their Cargo of European Goods, which are for the

Trade of Mexico and other Cities in that Part of America.

From Carthagena they come hither, and difpofe of the reft

of their Cargoes. Here they are met by the Merchants from
the great Cities of Lima and Panama^ Capitals of Peru^

which
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which have the Trade of the South Sea^ which is plainly to

be Teen on a Mountain not far from Panama between Chagre

and that City. In Fair Time Warehoufe Room can fcarce

be got for the Chefls of Money brought from thefe Cities,

for the King's Account and the Merchants ; fome of the In-

habitants have made 10,000 Dollars in the Time of the Fair

for the Ufe of their Houfesi It lies on the North Side o€

the Iflhmusof Darien^ a Name I always read and mention

with Grief, when I refled on the infinite Damage the Britijh

Nation fuilained, in negledting the fair Opportunity that was

once offered them, to poflefs and maintain that IJihmus

againft all maritime or American Power that could oppofe

them ^ and I refer to the Conmijfeurs again to determine,

what an Encreafe of Trade, Riches and Power, fuch a Situ-

ation would have become to the Britijh Empire. Whatever

political Reafons might have been flatted in Europe againft

it, are very eafily refuted were this a Place for it. Panama
is but 54 Miles from Porto^Bello, which has a commodious

Harbour with good Anchorage for Ships, it is narrow at the

Mouth and fpreads wider within, at the Bottom of it is the

Town, bending about the Shore like a Halfmoon. It is long

and narrow, having two principal Streets befides Lanes,

which go acrofs with a fraall Parade about the Middle of it

;

the Houfes are handfom, the Town lies open to the Coun-
try, and rt the Eaft End of it in the Panama Road, there is

a long Stable for the King's Mules which bring his Treafure

from the Capitals. The dired: Pvoad to Panama would be

to the South, but the Hills there hinder it: The Eaft Side

is low and fwampy, which much contributes to the Unheal-

thinefs of the Air, and the Bajiimentos where our Englijh

Squadrons are wont to be when they block up this Harbour,

being fo near as almoft within Gun fhot, muft needs parti-

cipate plentifully of thefe noxious Vapours, which the fer-

vent Sun-beams continually exhale from the fwampy and

flimy Shore, for the Sea at low Water leaves it bare a great

Way frooi the Houfes. The Slime is filthy and ftinking,

and in all Parts of the World as well as in America, where

are fuch Slimes, Stinks and Heats, there can be no Healths-

Only I fay in Cafe of a War, the Englijh have as good a

Chance to ftand it there as have the Spaniards who come
frpm Europe, and thofe that do not, are in no Condition to

defend their Coafts or their Country againft Europeans, who
are Matters at Sea.

'Tis pretty well known now in England, that this Town
was defended by three Forts. The Iron Fort on the North

Side of ttje Mouth of the Harbour with 100 Guns, Gloria

5 Cajik
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Ca/?le on the South Side of the Harbour with 120 Guns, a

IVIiIe from the Iron Fort^ and Fort H'leronymo with 20 Guns.

Mr, Treiaruney Governor of Jamaica was very forward and

diligent in givin«^ Admiral Vernon all the AfTiftance for his

Enicrprize that the Ifland could afford, in which the Inhabi-

tants bore a p/o^ artionable Part. The Admiral fliipped 200
Men only at that Uland, which fliews he could lay no Scheme
for keeping if he Ihould conquer it, nor for extending his

Conqu '.Is at that Time. He failed from Port-Royal Har-

bour tnc 5th of November 1739, with the following Ships,

The Burford^ Admiral Vernon.

The Hampton-Court
J
Captain Brown:

The Norivich, Captain Herbert. . ^

The IVorceJIer, Captaia Main.
The Princefs Louifa^ Captain TVaterhoufe,

The Stafford^ Captain Trevor.

Two feventy Guns, three fixty Guns, one fifty Guns.

On the loth of November, the Englijh took a Sloop from
Carthagena bound for Porto-Bello, a happy Accident, for

none of Admiral Vernon's Pilots were acquainted with the

Coaft Weftward of Chagre. Near Porto-Bello they came in

Sight of 4 Sail of Spanijh Ships bound thither, but they got

into Port, and alarmed the People before the Englijh could

come up with them. The Spaniards put on their belt Airs,

and none have better if Rhcdomontade is good for any Thing,
and hoifted a Flag of Defiance.

Captain B:own in the Ha?npton-Court was the firfl: who
began the Attack, which he continued with great Courage
and Conduct. The Wind falling away, he was obliged to

drop Anchor ne^r the Fort, from whence the Spaniards fired

very briskly, and he received their Fire with Firmnefs and
but little Lofs, at but about a Cable's Length Diftance, and
how briskly he returned it may be imagined, by his firing

above 400 Shot againft the Fort in a few Minutes Time. The
Nonvich came up nex;:, and met with the like warm Re-
ception, and rerurned the Fire cf the Spaniards fo well, that

it gave a Check to their firlt Fury, infomuch that they made
not one Fue to C^iprain Herbert''^ three. The Worcejler

Captain Main got up in lefs than ^ ilf an Hour, and anchoring

near the other two, did a great deal of Damage to the Fort,

beating down the higher Part of it, and driving' the iS/aw/^r^j

from their Guns. The Admiral's Ship came up loon after

with the Blue Flag at her Foretopmaft-Head, and the bloody

Flag at the Mainmaft-Head i the Adioiral ordered the An-
chor
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chor to be dropt within half a Cable's Length of the Caftlc,

notwithftanding they had difcharged but very few Guns for

feme Minutes before; yet as if their mighty Spirits highly

difdained to fee the Englijh Flag waving as it were over their

Walls, they welcomed it with a terrible Volley which did

little Execution. One Shot ftruck away the Stern of the

Barge, another broke a large Gun on the upper Deck, a
'

third went thro' the Foretopraaft, and the fourth thro' the

Arning, within two Inches of the Mainmaft, and beat down
the Barricado of the Quarter Deck very near the Admiral's

Perfon, killing three Men and wounding five ; but this brisk

Fire was fo briskly returned, that it abated of their Hear,

and they did litcleor no Damage with it afterwards, contenting

themfelves with a few random Shot. The Fire of the fmall

Arms foon commanded the Enemy's lower Battery and drove

away the Spaniards^ which gave the Englijh the Oppor-
portunity of landing. As the Boats came near the Admiral's

Ship, be called to them to go afhore diredly under the Walls

of the Fort, though there was no Breaches made, which threw

the Enemy into fuch Confternation, that the Officers and
Porto- Bello Soldiers who had flood at the lower Battery fled to the up-
token, pgr^ 2nd put out a Flag of Capitulation, which the Admiral

anfwered with a like, but it was with the greateft Difficulty

.

he could reftrain his own and the Stafford's Men from firing.

In the mean Time the Soldiers and Seamen that were landed,

climbed the Walls of the lower Battery in this Manner. One
Man fet himfelf clofe under an Embojfur, while another

climbed upon his SHoulders and entered under the Mouth
of a great Gun j all the Boats Crews were in the Platform

in three Minutes after their landing, they immediately ftruck

the Spanijh Flag of Defiance, and hoifted the Flag of Eng-
land-, fome Spanijh Officers and Soldiers fhut themfelves up
in a ftrong Lodgment, but Lieutenant Broderick of Jamaica,

firing a Gun or two through the Door, they opened it and

yielded themfelves Prifoners, five Officers and thirty five

Soldiers all that were left of 300, the reft being killed

or wounded. Thus was the Iron- Fort taken by five Englijh

Men of War only, and the Spaniards^ who were once a war-

like Nation, muft be funk into the moft daftardly Spirit, to

abandon fo eafily the Defence of a Fort, which their Af-

"

failants would have defended a long Time againft all the naval

Power of Spain. Let the Englijh Reader be furprifed at this

glorious Adion of his Countrymen, but call to Mind the,

Bravery and Fortune of the bold and adventurous Morgan
60 or 70 Years before that, who marched but with 1200
Men from Chagre to Panama^ attacked and took that great

I City,
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Ciry, then as big zs JSri/foI and kept it feveral Months, and
with a Recruit of as many fuch Men more, would doubtiefs

have driven the Spaniards into the South Sea^ or maftered all

their Mines. There are Britons ftill who have as good
Hearts and as good Hands, and as good Heads too, if they*

had as good Encouragement.

Gloria-CajUe and Fort Hicronymo^ continued firing after

the Iron Fort had given it over, but moft of their Shot fell

fliorc or flew over the Riggirig. The Admiral tried fome of
his lower Tire againft thefe Forts, and that Tire being new
Guns anfwcred beyond Expe<5larion, carrying over Gloria-

Cajil' into the Town, none of the Shot falhng fhorr, and
one of them went thro' the Governor's Houfe, and others

thro' feveral Houfes in the Town. The next Morning the

Admiral went aboard the Hampton-Court^ to confult with
Captain Brovun and the other Captains, about warping the

Ships up the next Night in Order to attack Gloria-CajUe^

but was prevented by the Enemy's putting up a white Flag^ and
fending a Boat with a Flag of Truce to the Admiral, with the

Governor's Adjutant and the Lieutenant of a Man of War^
who brought Conditions (igned on which they would fur-

render. Admiral Vernon digefted thefe Conditions as he
thought fit, and fent Captain Newton^ who commanded the

"Jarnaica Soldiers, with them to the Governor, who accepted
of them, and the Forts and Towns were delivered to the

Englijh with all the Shipping in the Harbour. Dr. Waljh the

South Sea Company's Fa<5tor at Panama^ and other Servants

of that Company detained by the Spaniards, were fet ac

Liberty.

In Gloria-Cajlle were 120 Guns, 200 fmall Arms and
Blunderbufles, 200 Swords, zoo Barrels of Powder, 4 large

Mortars, Thoufands of Iron and Copper Balls.

In Iron Fort loo Guns, of which 87 wereBraG.
In the Harbour were 2 Men of War, 24 Guns each, one

Snow of 14 Guns, 4 good Sloops, a Periagua and half

Galley.

The Admiral broke th6 Truttions of all the Irort Guns,
blafted all the Foundations, and burnt the Superftrudtures o£
all the Forts and Caftles. The Damage to the Spaniards
amounting to Millions, and it is next to impracticable to re-

build the like Fortification on the fame Spot of Ground.
This Advantage and Glory were gained to the Englijh with
the Lofs of fix Men only, three were killed on board tha

Admiral's Ship, and three on board Capt. Main's.

The War between Great-Britain and Spain Was carried on
in the Weji-Indie: with good Succefs by the Englijh., th6

Vol. IL C « . Priva*
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Privateers of the Sugar Iflands and the Continent took (b

many Prizes, that they almoft ruined the Trade of the Spa-

niards in the American Seas. None of their Place Fleets

. durft venture out with thecn, and now and then a Runner or

a fingle Ship brought a few Pieces of Eight to Spain^ bearing

a fmall Proportion with the many Millions that ufed to be

the Lading of their Plata's and Flotilla's.

Vice Admiral Vernon did not ftay long after his Return to

Jamaica^ befor^e he put to Sea again with his Squadron to

execute another great Defign he had formed againft the Spa-

niards. He failed from Port-Royal Harbour the 25th of

February 1739-40, and got Sight of the high Land of Santa

Martha on the Spanijh Main the ift of March. He or-

dered Captain Windha7n in the Greenwich to ply up in the

Night and lie to Windward of the Port, to intercept any

Thing that might be coming in there the next Day, and then

bore away with an eafy Sail for Carthagena. On the 3d at

. Noon he was joined by the Falmouth Captzin Douglas ofF

Point Canoa, and that Evening anchored with the Squadron

before Carthagena in nine Fathom Water, in the open Bay

called Playa Grande, and on the 6t\\ he ordered in all the

Bomb Ketches and the fmall Ships and Tenders for covering
Carthagena and aflifting them, and continued bombarding till nine in the
homharded. Moming. The Squadron received no Damage from the

Town, but the Shells fell into the Town pretty fuccefsfully,

particularly into the principal Church, the Jefuit's College, the

Cuftom-houfe, and beat down feveral Houfes between them,

and a Shell that fell into the South Baftion, filenced a' Battery

of 10 Guns there for along Time,
On the 9th he drew off his Bomb Ketches and fmall Craft,

and weighed with his Squadron on the i oth in the Morning,

and making the Signal for the Line of Battle, he coafted the

Shore towards Boca Chica^ they fir'd at him from the three fmall

Cafiles without Boca Chica^ but none of their Shot reached

him, and having left the Wind/or Captain Berkley^ and the

Greenwich Captain Windham^ to cruize off the Pore of
Carthagena for 20 Days, he made fail for Porto- Bella to re-

pair there the Damages the fmall Craft had received, and on
the 14th anchored with his Squadron in Porto-Bello Harbour,
detaching his Cruizers from Time to Time to lie off Chagre
to block up the Enemy ; and having got his Ships watered

put to Sea on the 22d with his Squadron, except the Louifa

and Falmouth^ which had not compleated their Watering,
but had his Orders to haflen it and follow him. But an Acci-
dent in the Foretopfail Yard of his Ship the Strafford retard-

ing her Progrefs, heordered Captain Herbert^ in the Norwich^"to



The i^lftory of Jamaica. 3 ^j
to make all the Sail he could in before him, with the Bomb-
Ketches and all the Fire Ships and Tenders under his Orders,

and Capr. Kn/mLs, as Engineer on Board the Bomb- Ketches,
for placing them to play on the Caftle and to cover them
with his own Ship and the reft; Captain Knowles got to an
Anchor by Three in the Afternoon, and began bombarding cha^re

and cannonading that Evening, and by ten a Clock at Night ''o'"^^'''^"^'

he got alfo to an Anchor v/ith his own Ship the Strafford^ and
the Falmouth^ and I^rincefs Lou'ifa that followed him the fame
Night, and continued bombarding and cannonading with
three Ships, firing leifurely only from their lower Tire till

Monday the 24th, when the Spaniards hung out a Flag of
Truce from the Fort, and he anfwered it from his own Ship,

and flopped all firing as foon as pofiTibie, and fent Captain
Knoivh's on Shore, who foon returned with the Governor,
to whom having granted Capitulation, he fent him afhore

again with Captain Knowles, whom he appointed Governor
of the Caftle for his Majefty, and fent a Garrifon along with

liimof five Lieutenants and 120 Men, and all the Boats of
the Fleet to land them, and by 3 a Clock that Afternoon,
Captain Knotuh's entered the Fort with his Garriibn. The chagre de-

fame Evening Captain Knowles fent and placed a Gu&rd '""I'l^'^'

upon the Cuftom-houfe, on the oppofite Side of the

River Chagre, and Vice Admiral Vernon went on Shore
himfelf by Day- break the next Morning to give all neceflary

Orders, and found the Cuftom-houfe full of Goods for the

lading of the Galleons, fuch as Guayaquil, Cocoa, Jefuits-

Bark and SpaniJ}) Wooll, and gave immediate Orders for

their being fhipped off"; the Number of Serons and Bags of
the before-mentioned Goods amounted to 4300, the two
Guarda Cojla Sloops in the River (all the Guarda Cojia's left

in thofe Parts) were funk and deftroyed. The Cuftom-
houfe by the 28th was filled with combuftible Matter of the

neighbouring Huts, and fet on Fire and burnt to the Ground.
On the 29th in the Morning, the Brafs Cannon, which were
1 1 Guns and 1 1 Patercroes, being embarked and a good Pare

of the Garrifon, the Mines were fprung under the lower
Baftion v/hich entirely demoliflied it. Then two Mines
were fprung to blow up fome of the upper Parts of the Works,
and afterwards all the inner Buildings of the Caftle were fet

on Fire ; and on the 50th Vice Admiral Vernon put to Sea to

return to his Cruize off Porto-Bello.

'Tis well known that this Place was of great Importance
to the Spaniards, and a Check to the Trade and Navigation
of the Englijh in thofe Parts. The River Cbagre carries

fmall Veflels within 1 5 Miles of Panama^ fo thac the Goods
C c 2 which



ogS ^h^ Hiftory of Jamaica.

which they carry back are only carried by Land thofe 15

Miles to the Shore of the South Sea j from whence they go

by Sea either to Lima or any other Port upon the Coaft of

Peru or Chili \ and the Fortification Admiral Fernon de-

ftroyed, cut off the Englijh from any Communication be-

tween the two Seas, by that River and the PalTage from it to

the South Sea.

CHAP. II.

Containing an Account of the Precindls, Towns,
Forts, Climate, Soil, Produ<ft, Commodities, A-
nimals, Difeafes, ^c. at Jamaica.

TX/" E have already fpoken of the Situation of this Ifland,
''^

to which we think fit to add here, that it is 140 Leagues

from Carthagena to the South Weft, 160 Leagues from
Rio de la Hache in the fame Country ^ of an oval Figure,

and according to the lateft Surveys is 170 Miles long where

it is longeft, and 70 broad where it is brbadeft, which is a-

bout the Middle of the Ifland. Towards the two Ends it

grows narrower by Degrees, till it terminates in two Points.

It is faid to contain about five Millions of Acres, of which

one half are planted.

There's a Ridge of Hills which divides it into two Parts,

funning from Sea to Sea, and out of them flow Abundance
of Rivers, that render the Soil very fruitful, and are a great

Help to the Inhabitants.

It abounds in excellent Bays on the Southern Coafts ; as

Port Royal^ Port Movant^ Old Harbour^ Point Negril, Port

St. Francis^ Michael's Hole^ Miccary Bay^ Allegator Pondy
Point Pedro, Parattee Bay, Luana Bay, Blewfield's Bay,

Cabarita's Bay, and many more, all very commodious for

Shipping.

The Ifle is now divided into i^ Pariflies which lie thus,

proceeding from Point Movant round the Ifland. The firlt

h the

Parifli of St. David's. In which is a little Town called

Free-Town., and a Salt Work in Tallah Bay, Port Movant
is in this Precind, a fafe and commodious Bay, where Ships

ride fecure from the Weather, and the Country about it is well

planted. This Precindt lends two Members, to the Affem-

bly,
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bly, and is fortified by a fmall Fort, where in War Time 12

Men are kept in Pay. Wood and frefh Water are plenty in

this Parilli. And next to it is the

Paridi of Port-Royal ; in which ftands the Remains of one

of the mofl: beautiful and wealthy Towns in America^ which

gave its Name to the Parifh. The Town of Port-Royal was

formerly called Coguay^ and when it was in Being, ftood on
that long Neck of Land which ran above 10 Miles into the

Sea, but is lb very narrow, that it is not a Bow-fhot over in

fome Places.

On the very Point of this Neck the Englijh chofe to build

their capital City, for it deferved the Name 15 Years ago.

There were fo many Houfes upon the Neck then, that it looked

like one City. The Reafon of their building here, was for

the Convenience of the Harbour ; for the Shore is fo bold

and the Sea fo deep, that Ships of the greateft Burthen laid

their Broad- fides to the Merchants Wharfs, and loaded and

unloaded with very little Trouble or Charge. This Point ot

Land makes the Harbour, which is as fafe as any in America

for Shipping, having the Main Land on the North and Eajiy

the Town on the South j fo it is open only to the South -IVeJi.

A thoufand Sail of Ships may ride here, and be fecure from

all Winds that blow. The Entrance into it is fortified by

Fort Charles^ the ftrongeft Fort in the Englijh American Do-
minions, with a Line of Battery of 60 Pieces of Cannon,

a Garrifon of Soldiers maintained by the Crown in conftant

Pay. The Harbour is about three Leagues broad, and fo

deep, that it is able to receive the largeft Fleet of the greateft

Ships in the World.
The great River on which St. Jago or Spanijh-Town ftands,

runs into the Sea in this Bay. Here the Ships generally take

in their Wood and frefh Water. The Convenience of An-
chorage and Depth ot Water, by which Means a Ship of
1000 Tuns may put Plank aftiore here, made this the chief

Port and Town of the Illand for drawing Merchants hither.

They were foon followed by Shop-keepers, Vintners and
other Trades, infomuch that when the dreadful Calamity of

the Earthquake happened, there were 2000 handfom Houfes
in the City ; the Rents of which were as dear as thofe in

London. It raifed a whole Regiment of Militia, and yet,

excepting the Convenience of the Harbour, the Situation of
it is neither good nor commodious, there being no Wood
nor frefh Water, Stone, nor Grafs on the Neck. T'he Soil

is a hot dry Sand, and the Refort of Merchants, Mariners

and others for Traffick thither, rendered it always like a

Fair, which made every Thing extremely dear there. There
C c 3 was
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was a very large Church with a Minifter, who had an Allow'
ance of 250 /. a Year by Ad of the AfTembly, to which
this Parifh fends three Members.

This Town, as has been faid, was dcftroyed by an Earth-
quake in the Year 1(^52, and ten Years after, ^ when it was
rebuilt by a Fire. Upon which phe Affembly voted that it

fliould not bq built again, but that the Inhabitants ftiould re-

move to KingJion in St. Jn^reiu's Parifh, which was made a
Town and Parifh of itfelf. They alfo prohibited any Mar-
ket for the future at Port Royal^ but the Convenience that

invited the People to build there firft, will it is probable in
Time tAnpt them to rebuild, and make them forget the
terrible Judgments which feem to forbid any future dwelling
on a Place that Heaven dooms to Deftrudion. Next to it is

St. Jndrevjs Parifh ; in which flood the Tov/n of King-
Jlon on the Harbour of Port Royal^ but now that Place is

made a Parifh of itfelf. This Precind fends two Reprefen-
tatives to the AfTembly, and allows the Minifler loo/. a
Year.

PariOi of Klr.g/ion^ to which, by an kSt of the AfTembly
in the Year i()95, the Quarter SelTions for the Peace and
Court of Common Pleas were removed. The Secretary,
Receiver General and Naval Officer, were obliged to keep
their Offices there ; and it had the Privilege of fending three
Reprefentatives to the AfTembly. It is much encreafed fince
Port Royal was burnt, and is now a large Town of 7 or 800
Houfes. It lies on the Harbour of Port Royal^ the Parifh
is bounded by it to the South VVefl, and North by the Lands
of the late Sir JVilUam Bee/ion, and continued from a Cala-
bafli on the North Eafl Corner by a flrait Line to the Foot
of the long Mountain, and from thence- till it meets with the
Bounds of the Parifh of Port Royal.

St. Katharine's Parifh, in which is the litde Town of Paf-
Jage Forty fituated at the Mouth of the River that runs up to
St. Jago fix Miles from that Town, and as many from Port
Royal. There are about 200 Houfes in the Town, which
was built chiefly for the Entertainment of PafTengers from
Port Royal to St. Jago. There's a Fort mounted with 10 or
12 Quns for the Security of that River, 'Twas called
Pajfage, from PafTage- Boats coming always thither to land
fuch as went from one Town to the other. This Precin6t
fends three Reprefentatives to the AfTembly, and allows the
Minifler 1 00 /. a Year. There's a River in this Parifh called
Black River, over which is a Bridge. Six Miles up in the
pountry is the Parifh of

St.
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1

Sc. John's^ one of the moft picafanr, fruitful, and befl in-

habited Spots of Ground in Jamaica, as one may imagine

by the Names of three Plantations contiguous to one ano-

ther. Spring Vole, Golden Fale, and Spring Garden. It fends

two Reprefentatives to the Affembly, and allows the Mi-
nifter 100/. a Year^ but is moft famous for being in the

Neighbourhood of

SpaniJJ) Town, or St. Jago ; the Capital of the Ifland

when the Spaniards were Mafters, as it is alfo at prefent.

Before the Englijh burnt it when they conquered it, it contain-

ed above 2000 Houfes, had 16 Churches and Chapels
j

but after they had exercifed their Fury upon it, there were left

only the Remains of two Churches and about 5 or 600'

Houfes, fome of which vvere very pleafant and habitable.

'Twas founded by Chrijiopher Columhus, who called it St.

"Jago de la Fega, as we have hinted before; and he reci-

procally received the Title of Duke de la Vega from this

City.

There is a Savana or Plain which faces the Town, where

Thoufands of Sheep, Goats, Calves and Horfes grazed,

when the Spaniards owned it. The Back- fide of the Town
x^ waflied by a fair but unnavigable River, which fallb iato the

Sea at Pajfage Fort. 'Tis a fine large Stream, and runs by
the Sides of the Town, ferving all the People for drinking

and other Ufes. The Spaniards called it Rio Cobre, or the

Copper River, from its running over that Mineral. This

Town or rather City, is 12 Miles from Port Royal, and the

Englijl) like it fo well, that they have made it the Capital of

the Ifland. The Governor and his Succeffors at firft chofe

it for the Place of their Refidence, the principal Courts of

Judicature are kept here. The chief OflBcers are obliged to

attend here, where the Seat of the Government is ; and by

this Means and the Fate of Port Royal, this City is fo much
enlarged, that there are now 2000 Houfes in it, as there

were before the Englijlj conquered xx..

'Tis a very pleafant City, and the Inhabitants live in a

great deal of Pomp and Luxury. The Savana before the

Town is the Place of Rendezvous every Evening for the Peo-
ple of Falhion, as the Park is at London, and the Cours at

i^aris.

The Night Guard here confifts of Horfe as well as Foot,

three Troopers and a Corporal, and fix Foot Soldiers and
a Corporal. It fends three Reprefentatives to the Aflembly,

The fupreme Court of Judicature is kept here. Capt. Vring

writes, that thisTown and the greater Towns are very dirty in

wet, anddufty in dry Weather, not being paved. Next to it is

C c + St,
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Pifk. SU Dorothy's Parijh ; in which is Old Harbour^ about

four or five Leagues to the leeward of Sr. Jago. 'Tis a

good Road and a little Gulph, which may as conveniently

fove Spanijh Town as Port Royal. Four or 500 tall Ships

may ride there, without Danger of falling foul upon one

another. This Precindt fends two Reprefentatives to the

Affembly, and allows the Minifter 80/. per Ann. as do ?.ll

the following Pariflies bordering on St. Dorothy's. On the

fame Shore is

f Vere Parijh-^ in which is a fmall Place called Carlijleol 10

or 20 Houfes, and Maccary Bay., very fafe for Shipping. It

alfo fends two Reprefentatives to the Aflembly. Next to it is

St. Elizabeth'% Parijh.^ which fends two Reprefentatives to

the Affembly, and is the lall Parifh on the Southern Coafts of

the Ifland. In the Bay into which Blew/eld's River runs not

far from the Shore, was the Town of Orijlan-, which the

Spaniards built when they firft fettled upon this Ifland.

There are Abundance of Rocks off this Coaft, and fbme

Ifles among the Shoals ; as Seruavilla^ ^litefvena^ and Ser-

rana. 'Tis faid Augujimo Pedro Serrana was caft away here,

and himfelf only faved j that he lived three Years in this

Ifland by himfelf, that then there was another Seaman thrown

afhore, who was the only Man of all his Company that was

faved, and that thefe two lived four Years more before they

were taken off. There are feveral Plantations to the Wefl:-

ward as far as Point N(gril, which is the Lands End of Ja-
mciica, it is a good Harbour, and Ships are flickered there

from the Weather. It lies convenient in Cafe of a Rupture

with Spain., for our Men of War to wait there for the Spa-

Tilards pafling to or from the Havana ; and it was there that

Admiral Beinhow waited for Du Cajfe^ when Kirby and his

other Captains deferred him.

A little farther to the North Weft flood the City of

Seville., fituated on the Northern Coafl: near the Sea. 'Twas
the fecond Town built by the Spaniards. There was for-

merly a Collegiate Church there, the Head of which was ho-

noured with the Title of an Abbot. Peter Martyr, who wrote

the Decades of the IVeJi-Indies., was Abbot of this Monaftery.

Eleven Leagues farther Eafl:ward was the City of Mellila^

the firfl: the Spaniards built. Here Columbus fuffered Ship-

wreck, in his Return from Veragua in Mexico. The City

itood in

St. Jameses Parifli • which fends two Members to the Af-

fembly. This Precinft is but thinly inhabited, as is alfo the

next to it,

St Anne^s: It fends two Reprefentatives to the Affembly.

The fame does C/area-;^
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Clarendon-^ an Inland Precindb, better peopled and planted.

St. Marfs is next to St. Anne's^ and fends alfo two Mem-
bers to the Airembly. To Rio Novo in this Parifli, the Spa-

niards retreated when the Englijh had driven them from the

South Coaft of the Illand. Bordering on this Precind is

St. Thomas in the Vale^ which is pretty well planted, and

fends two Reprefentatives to the AfTembly. Next to this '\%

St. George's Parijh-^ which fends two Members to the

Aflembly : As does

St. 7'homas, in the North Eaft Part of the Ifland. On the

Northern Coart is Port Francis, by fome called Port Antonio^

one of the beft Ports in "Jamaica. 'Tis clofe and well

covered, and has but one Fault, which is the Entrance into

it is not very eafy ; the Channel being ftraitened by a little

Ifland that lies at the Mouth of the Port. 'Tis called Lynch

Jjland, but belonged to the Earl of Carlijle of the Family of
the Howards, who was once Governor of "Jamaica,

There are feveral good Harbours on the Northern as well

as on the Southern Shore- as Cold Harbour., Rio Novo^

Montega Bay, Orange Boy : But the South Parts being beft

peopled are moft frequented ; and there is nothing more in any

of thefe Northern Precincts worth the Reader's Curiofity,

unlcfs we entered into the Natural Hiltory of the Country,

which the learned Dr. Sloan has publiflied, after he had been

feveral Years about it.

The Difference in the Riches of thefe Counties or Pariflies,

will be feen by their Valuation, in a Tax of 450 /, laid upon
the whole Country for their Agents in England.

Port Royal,

^l. Andrew's.,

St. Katherine'Sy

St. Dorothy,

Vers,

Clarendon, —
St. Elizabeth,

St. Thomas in the N. E.

St. David's,

St. Thomas in the Vale,

St. John, —
St. George, •

—
St. Mary's,

St. Anne's

St. "James's,

^ingjion^

/.
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The Soil of Ja?naka \s good and fruitful every where, e-

fpecially in the Northern Parts, where the Mould is blackifh,

and in many Places mixed with Potters-Earth j in others, as

towards the South Eaft, the Soil is reddifh and fandy. Take
it all together it is extremely fertile, and very well anfwers the

Induftry of the Planter. The Plants and Trees are always

blooming, and always green of one Sort or another j and
every Month there refembles our April znd May,

There is Abundance of Savanas or Lands of Indian Corn.
Tiiefe Savanas are found up and down even among the

Mountains, particularly Northward and Southward j where
there are great Numbers of wild Beafts, tho' not fo many as

when the Englijh came firft there.

The Indians ufed to fow Maze in thofe Savanas, and the

Spaniards bred their Cattle which they brought from Spain ;

as Horles, Cows, Hogs and Afles, which multiplied to fuch

a Degree, that not many Years ago Herds of wild Cattle were
found in the Woods, as alfo v/ild Horfes,

The Englijh killed vaft Quantities of Oxen and Cows
"when they were Mailers of the Ifland, yet there were an in-

credible Number flill left in the Woods, whither the Spa-

niards drove them from the Conquerors.

The Savanas are now the moft barren Parts of the Ifland,

which proceeds from their not being at all cultivated : How-
ever there grows fuch Plenty of Grafs, that the Inhabitants

have been forced to burn it.

As Jainaica is the moft Northerly of all the Charibbee-

Jjlands, the Climate is more temperate, and there is no Coun-
try between the Tropicks where the Heat is more moderate

' and lefs troublefom. The Air is always cooled by the Eaftern

Breezes, frequent Rains, and nightly Dews, which before

the terrible Revolution in the Courfe of Nature by the

Earthquake made the Place very healthy, and all Things look

fmiling and pleafant there in all Seafons.

The Eaftern and Weftern Parts of the Ifland are more
fubje6l to rainy and windy Weather, than the Northern and

Southern; and the thick Forefts there render them not fo

agreeable as the Southward and Northward, which is a more
open Country, and lefs fubjed to Wind and Rain. The Air

in the mountainous Parts is cooler, and frofty Mornings
have been often known upon the Hills.

Before the dreadful Hurricane, which overwhelmed fo

many Hundreds of its Inhabitants in i(>92, this Ifland was
not troubled with Tempefts like the other Sugar IJlands,

neither were their Ships driven afliore in their Harbours, nor

their Houfes blown down oyer their Heads, as at Barbados

and
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and the Leeward IJlands, but they can now no more boaft

of that Advantage over their Neighbours.

The Weather ufed to be more various and uncertain than

in the Charibbee Jjlands. The Months of May znd Novem-

ber are wet Months, and If^inter is known from Summer only

by Rain and Thunder, which are then more violent than at

other Times of the Year. The Eafterly Breexes begin to

blow about nine a Clock in the Morning, and grow ftronger

as the Sun rifes, by which Means People niay travel or work

in the Field all Hours of the Day.

The Nights and Days are almoftof an equal Length all the

Year long, and there's hardly any Difference to be perceived.

The Tides feldom rife above a Foot high. Storms are very

rare, and few or no Ships were ever caft away on thefe

Coafts. But there being a curious Account of the Weather,

Soil, Water, Diet, and other Things relating to Jamaica,

communicated to the Royal Saciety by Dr. Stubbs^ who made
thefe Obfervations, I fhall for the Sacisfailion of the Rea-

der give him an Abftrad of it,
'

The Wind at Night blows off the Ifland of Jamaica every L-^^^l^h.

Way at once, fo that no Ship can any where come in by phu. xranf.

Night, nor go out but early in the Morning, before the Sea^o/. iii- p.

Breeze comes on. As the Sun declines the Clouds gather 548. ^ /<?•

and JJjape according to the Mountains j fo that old Seamen

will tell you each Illand towards the Evening, by the Shape

of the Cloud over it.

As there arc certain Trees that attracfl the Rains, fo as the

Woods are deftroyed, the Rains are alfo deliroyed or at leaft

abated. At Port Morant the Eaftermoft Part of the Ifland^

there's little of Land Breeze, becaufe the Mountain is remote

from thence, and the Breeze coming thence, fpends its Force

along the Land thither.

In the Harbour of Ja?noica there grow many Rocks,

(haped like Bucks and Stags Horns. There grow alfo feveral

Sea Plants, whofe Roots are ftony. At the Poitit in Ja-
maica where Port Royal ftood, I'carce fall 40 Showers a

Year. From the Point towards Port Morant.^ and fo along

to Liguanee fix Miles from Port Royal^ there's fcarce an Af-

ternoon for eight or nine Months together, beginning from

Jprily in which it rains not. At Spanijh-Toiun it rains but

three Months in a Year, and then not much. At the Poinf^

wherever one digs five or fix Foot, Water will appear, which

ebbs and flows as the Tide; not fait but brackiih, unwhole-

fom for Men but wholefom for Hogs.

Paffengcrs when they firft come to Joinaica, fweat con-

tinually in great Drops for three Quarters of a Year, and

I then
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then it ceafes ; yet they are not more dry than in England,
neither does all that fweating make them faintifli. If any
one is dry, his Thirft is belt quenched hy a little Brandy.

Moft Animals drink litde or nothing there. The hotteil

Time of the Day is about Eight in the Morning, when there

is no Breeze.

In Magotti Havana in the midft of the Ifland, between ^t.

Mary's and St. Jo'mh Precinils, whenever it rains, the

Rain as it fettles on the Seams of any Garment, turns in

half an Hour to Maggots, yet that Plain is healthy to dwell

in : Tho' Water is found every where five or fix Foot deep at
' the Point, yet there rifes no Steam into the Air from the

Sands ; for Men often lie all Night and deep on them, with-

out receiving any Hurt.

The Sea Breeze comes not into "Jamaica till eight or nine

in the Morning, and commonly ceafes about four or five in

the Evening. But fometimes the Sea Breeze blows in the

Winter Months 14. Days and Nights together; and then no
Clouds gather but Dews fall. But if a North Wind blows,

which fometimes in the Winter Months lafts as long, then

no Dews fall nor Clouds gather. The Clouds begin to gather

at two or three of the Clock in the Afternoon at the A4oun-

tains ; the reft of the Sky being clear till Sun-fet.

As for the Produdl of the Ifland, it is much the fame with

Barbados. We Ihall take Notice in what it differs, as we
proceed in our Difcourfeon this Subjed:.

The Sugar of JoTnaica is brighter and of a finer Grain than

the comrhon Barbados Mufcovado, and fells in England for

live or fix Shillings in the Hundred more, being fit for Gro-

cers, whereas the Barbados unpurged Sugars muft generally

pafs thro' the Refiners Hands firfl. So long ago as the Year

J 6 70, there were 70 Mills in Jamaica^ which made about
' 2000000 Pound of Sugar j but that Quantity is encreafed to

ten Times as much fince.

At Jamaica, the Sugar cures fafler in 10 Days than in fix

Months at Barbados; and this happens on thofe Places,

where it rains for many Months together. Rains are fudden

here, and make no previous Alterations in the Air before they

fail, nor do they leave it moiji afterwards.

There is more Cocoa comes from thence than from all

our Colonies. But it is now no longer a Commodity to be

regarded in our Plantations, tho' at firft it was the principal

Invitation to the peopling Jamaica. For thofe Walks the

Spaniards left behind them there when we conquered it, pro-

duced fuch prodigious Profit with little Trouble, that Sir

Thomas Mocliford and fevera] others, fee up their Refts to

grow

JK-
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grow wealthy by it, and fell to planting much of ir, which sh Daiby

the SpaniJhShvts who remained in the Illand, always foretold l^T^^'
would never thrive, and fo it happened j for tho' it ^rorc\\{cd

^f dc Rife

fair, and throve finely five or fix Years, yet ftill at that A^c^^'xi Growth

when fo long Hopes and Care had been wafted about it, it
f^^^'^i^^'

withered and died away by fome unaccountable Caufe, tho'n,Vj.

they impute it to a black Worm or Grub, which they find

clinging to its Root.

The Manner of planting it is in Order like our Cherry
Gardens. They place a Plantain by every Tree, and when
it is grown up, it refembles a Cherry Tree. It delights in

Shade, and for that Reafon has the Plantain fet by it. The
Cocoa Walks are kept clear from Grafs by Hoing and Weed-
ing. The Trees begin to bear at three, four, or five Years

old ; and did they not almoft always die before, would come
to Perfection at 15 Years Growth, and laffc till 30; which
renders them the raoft profitable Trees in the World, one
Acre of them having cleared above 200/. in a Year: But
the old Trees planted by the Spaniards being gone by Age, and

few new thriving as the SpaniJ]) Negroes foretold, little or

none now is produced, worthy the Care and Pains in planting

and expecting it. Thofe Slaves afcribe its not coming to

Perfection to a fuperftitious Caufe, many religious Rites be-

ing performed at its planting by the Spaniards^ which their

Slaves were not permitted to fee : But it is probable that wary
Nation, as they removed the Art of making Cocheneal and
curing Venelloes into their Inland Provinces, which were the

Commodities of the Iflands in the Indians Time, and forbad

the opening any Mines in them, for Fear fome maritime Na-
tion might be tempted to conquer them j fo in tranfplanting

the Cocoa from the Caraccas and ^latamela on the Continent,

they might conceal wilfully fome Secret in its Planting from
their Slaves,

Cocoa grows on the Trees in Bags or Cods of greenifh, red

or yellow Colours, every Cod having in it three, four or five

Kernels, about the Bignefs and Shape of fmall Chefiiutsj

which arc feparated from each other by a very pleafant re-

frefliing white Subftance, about the Confiftence of the Pulp

of a rc-afted Apple, moderately (harp and fwcet, from which
its Nuts are taken when ripe, and by drying cured.

The Body of a Cocoa Tree is commonly about four Inches Lowth. rv.

Diameter, five Foot in Heigth, and above 12 from the ii.^ 66a.

Ground to the Top of the Tree. Thefe Trees are very dif-

ferent one from another, for fome fhoot up in two or three

Bodies, others in one. Their Leaves are many of them dead,
i

and moll oilcoloured, unlefs on very young Trees. A bear-

I inz
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ing Tree generally yields from two to eight Pound of Nuts a

Year, and each Cod contains from 20 to 30 Nuts.

The Manner of Curing them is to cut them down when
ripe, and to lay them to fweat three or four Days in the Cods

^ j

which is done by laying them on Heaps, After this the Cods

are cut, the Nuts taken out and put into a Trough, covered

with Plantain Leaves j where they fweat again about 16 or

20 Days. The Nuts that are in each Cod are knit together

by certain Fibres, and have a white Kind of Pulp about them,

very agreeable to the Palate, as has been hinted before. By

the Turning and Sweating their little Strings are broken, and

the Pulp is imbibed and mingled with the Subftance of the

Nut. After this they are put to dry three or four Weeks in

the Sun, and then they become of a reddifh dark Colour,

The Cods grow only out of the Body or great Limbs and

Boughs, at the fame Place there are BlofToms and young and

ripe Fruit.

The greateft Crop at moft of the Cocoa Walks in Ja-
maica^ is in December or January ; but at one of Col. Mo-
diford^s Walks they bear moft in May^ yet it is not above

five Miles from thofe Walks that bear in December always
j

but thofe that bear then have fome Fruit in May^ as the others

have in December. 'Tis planted firft in the Night, always

under Shade. Some fet them under Caffave, others under

Plantane Trees, and fome in iheir Woods. The Spaniards

ufed a certain large fhady Plant, called by them Madre d'l

Cocoa^ the Mother of Cocoa. The Englijh ufe the others

only. It muft always be iheltered from the North Eafl:

Winds.
The People at Jamaica feldom tranfplant it, only where it

falls, as it does often in open, poor and dry Lands; for this

Tree requires to have a flat, moift, low Soil, which makes

them to be planted commonly. by Rivers and between Moun-
tains. 'Tis an Obfervation, that it is ill living where there

are good Cocoa Walks. In a Year's Time the Plant becomes
four Foot high, and has a Leaf fix Times as big as an old

Tree, which as the Plant grows bigger falls off, and a lefiTer

comes in its Place. The Trees are almoft always planted at

two Foot Diftance, and fometimes at three Years old where

the Ground is good and the Plant profperous, it begins to

/ bear a httle, and then they cut down all or fome of the

Shade. The Fruit encreafes till the loth or 12th Year, when
the Tree is fuppofed to be in its Prime. The Root generally

fhoots out Suckers, that fupply the Place of the old Stock

when dead or cut down, unlefs any ill Quality of the Ground
or Air kill both.

Cocoa
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Cocoa was originally of tbefe Indies and wild. Towards

Maracajo are feveral Spots of it in the Mountains, and it is

faid the Portugucfe have lately difcovered whole Woods of ic

up the River Afaranon. The Cocoa paffes for Money in

New Spain and the Silver Countries.

The following Account is a Calculation of the Charge and

Profit of a Cocoa Walk, as it was drawn up by Sit Thomas

Madiford, Bart, who had the beft in Jamaica.

For the Patent of 500 " Acres of Land, When the"^

Country was firft conquered, J °

For three Men and three Women Negroes, at 20 /. a 7
Head, |'^°

Four White Servants, their Paffage and Maintenance, "> o

at 20 /. a Head, j
20 Hatchets, 20 Pick- Axes, and 20 Spades, 5

The Maintenance of fix Negroes fix Months, till") „

Provifionscan be raifedfor them, j
For an Overfeer, 4.0 s. a Month. 24,

257

Thefe Men muft begin to work the firft Day of March,
and build theaifelves Huts, plant Potatoes, Corn and Plan-

tains, and when the Plantation is ready to receive them, there

muft be bought five Negro Men and five Negro Women
more at 20/. a Head, 200/. And at the latter End of
March the Planter muft plant his Cocoa, either in the Nut
or Seed, between Rows of Plantains of fix "Foot high.

'

Twenty one Acres will be proper to be planted every Year,

and by the firft of June in the following Year, the Walk
will be full of Cocoas ; which in four Years Time will bear

Fruir, and in the fifth be fit to gather. Every Acre will pro-

duce 1000 Weight yearly, which was then worth 4/, a Hun-
dred in the Ifland . Thus every 2 1 Acres will every Year pro-

duce to the Value of 840 /. Sterling.

The Charges of Gathering and Houfing the Fruit is in-

confiderable, a few Bags, and fome other odd Things, which
in all amount to 43 /. 10 j. So that the whole Expence is

but 500/. and the Charge leftens every Year, but the Profit

encreafes according to the Number of Acres planted. 'Tis

to be obferved that this Calculation was made when the Place

was firft fettled, but it will ferve to give the Reader fome
Idea of the Advantage of fuch a Walk at this Time, for ia

moft Things it holds the lame. Land and Negroes are dearer,

buc
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but the latter is a temporary Scarcity, and the former not !

_^

hard to be come at, for enough may be had in the Northei.

Precincts on eafy Terms.

As to Indigo, there is more produced in Jamaica than ii

any other Colony, by Reafon of the great Quantity of Savam.

Land j for it thrives beft in light Tandy Ground, as fuch thofe

Savanas or great Plains are. The Seed from whence it is

ralfed is yellow and round, fomething lefs than a Fitch or

Tare. The Ground is made light by Hoing, then Trenches

iblJ. are dug like thofe our Gardners prepare for Peafe, in which

the Seed is put about March. It grows ripe in 8 Week's

Time, and in frefli broken Ground will fpire up to about

three Foot high, but in others to no more than 1 8 Inches.

The Stalk is full of Leaves of a deep green Colour, and

will from its firft fowing yield nine Crops in one Year.

When it is ripe it is cut, and fteept in proportioable Fats 24

Hours, then it mufl be cleared from the firft Water, and

put into proper Cifterns ^ where when it has been carefully

beaten, it is permitted to fettle about 1 8 Hours. In thefe

Cifterns are leveral Taps, which let the clear Water run

our, and the thick is put into Linnen Bags of about three

Foot long and half a Foot wide, made commonly of Ozen-

brigs, which being hung up all the liquid Part drips away.

. When it will drip no longer, it is put into Wooden Boxes

three Foot long, 14. Inches wide, and one and a half deep.

Thefe Boxes muft be placed in the Sun rill it grows too hot,

and then taken in till the extreme Heat is over. This muft

be done continually till it is fufficiently dried.

In Land that proves proper for Indigo, the Labour of one

Hand in a Year's Time, will produce between 80 and 100

Weight, which may amount from i 2 to 15 /. to the Planter,

if no Accident happen, for Indigo as well as other Commo-
dities in thofe Parts is fubjea to many. The moft common

are Blafting and Worms, by which it is frequently deftroyed.

Piemento is another natural Produdtion of Jamaica., from

whence it is called Jamaica Pepper, alluding to its Figure

and the chief Place of its Growth. The Trees that bear ic

are generally very tall and fpreading.

Lowth, Vol.
* Its Trunk is as thick as one's Thigh, as Dr. Sloan who

II. p. 663. < liyed in Jainaica informs us. It rifes ftrait above thirty

' Foot high, is covered with an extraordinary fmooth Skin of
' a grey Colour ; it is branched out on every Hand, having

* the End of its Twigs fet with Leaves of feveral Sizes, the

* largeft being four or five Inches long, and two or three

* broad in the Middle where it is broadeft, and whence ic

' decreafes to both Extremes, ending in a Point fmooth, thin,

* ihining.
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(hining, without any Incifures, of a deep green Colour,

and ftanding on Inch long Foot-Jialks ; when bruifed very

odoriferous, and in all Things like the Leaves of a Bay
Tree, The Ends of the Twigs are branched into Bunches
of Flowers, each Foot-ftalk fuftaining a Flower bending
back • within which Bend are many Stamina of a pale

green Colour, To thefe follows a Bunch of crowned
Berries, the Crown being made up of four fmall Leaves,

which are bigger when ripe than Juniper Berries ; at firft

When fmall, greenifli, but when they are ripe black, fmootb,
and fhining, containing in a moift green Aromacick Pulp,

two large Seeds feparated by a Membrane, each of which
is a Hemifphere, and both joined make a fpherical Seed.

It grows on all the hilly Part of the Ifland of Jamaica^
but chiefly on the North Side ; and wherever thefe Trees
grow they are generally left ftanding, when other Trees
are felled: And they are fometimes planted where they ne-

ver grew, becaufe of the great Proht from the cured Fruit

exported yearly in great Quantities into Europe.^

' How this Planting can be reconciled to what Sir Dalbymji- Ace

Thomas^ writes of the cutting down thefe Trees, let the "/ '^^ ^'^*

Knight'and the Dodor adjuft between them. ^^^^ J^'^^.

The Knight fays, the Trouble of Gathering would make India Co/o-

it incredibly dear, had not the People of Jamaica found out'""*

an eafier Method of coming at it. The Trees that are left

grow generally in Mountains and Woods, which are not
taken up for Planting, but remain in the Queen's Hands ; and
the Inhabitants go with their Slaves into the Woods where
it is plenty, and cutting down the Trees pick it off from the

Branches.

Thus no Piemento comes into Europe twice from one
Tree, and it happening to mifs for two or three Years to-

gether, what it produces at prefent muft be counted an acci-

dental Benefit to the Planters, rather than any Thing to be
relied on as a national Advantage or conftant Encouragement.
The fame may be faid of Lignum Vitce^ Guaiaciim^ of Red-
Woody and feveral other Sort of Trees which come from
thence, for the more comes thelels remains: And the Time
required for the growing of thefe Woods, in the Room of
fuch as are cut down, is in human Reafon fo many Hun-
dreds of Years, that the propohng to plant them would be
rather Madnefs than Forefight.

The Jamaica Pepper-Tree according to Dr. Sloan^ flow-j^^^^^j^ y.
ers in June^ July and Jugujl-^ but fooner or later accord- 11. p, 663.

'

ing to their Situation and different Seafon for Rains, and af-

VoL. II. D d ter
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ter it flowers, the Fruit foon ripens: But it is to beobferved,

that in cleared open Grounds it is fooner ripe than in thick

Woods. There's no great Difficulty in the curing or pre-

ferving this Fruit for Ufe. 'Tis for the mofl Part done by

the Negroes. They climb the Trees and pull off the Twigs

with the unripe green Fruit, and afterwards carefully feparate

the Fruit from the Twigs and Leaves ; which done, they ex-

pofe them to the Sun from the rifing to the fetting for many

Days, fpreading them thin on Cloths, turning them now and

then,' and carefully avoiding the Dews which are there very

great. By this Means they become a little wrinkled, and

from a green change to a brown Colour, when they are fit

for the Marker, being of different Sizes, but commonly of

the Bignefs of Black- Pepper, fomething like in Smell and

Tafte to Cloves, Juniper-Berries, Cinnamon and Pepper-

or rather having a peculiar mixt Smell, fomewhat akin to

all of themj from whence it is called All-Spice.

The more fragrant and fmaller they are, they are accounted

the better. 'Tis defervedly reckoned (adds the Dodor) the

hell and niojl temperate^ mild and innocent of common Spices,

andJit to come into greater Ufe.^ and to gain more Ground than

it has^ of the Eaft-India Commodities of this Kind ; almoji all

of -which itfar furpajfes^ by promoting the Digejiion of Meaty

attenuating tough Humours^ moderately heating and Jirength-

ning the Stomachy expelling Wind., and doing thofe friendly

Offices to the Bowels^ which we expeSifrom Spices.

The IVild Cinnamon Tree, commonly, tho' falfely called

Cortex Winteranus, grows in this Ifland. Its Trunk is about

the Bignefs of that of the Piemento Tree, and rifes 20 or 30

Foot high, having many Branches and Twigs hanging down-

wards making a very comely Top. The Bark confifts of

two Parts, one outward and another inward. The outward

Bark is as thin as a milled Shilling, of a whitifh, afh or grey

Colour, with fome white Spots here and there upon it, and

feveral fhallow Furrows of a darker Colour, running varioufly.

through it, making it rough, of an Aromatick Talte. The
inward Bark is much thicker than Cinamon, being as thick

as a milled Crown Piece, fmooth, of a whiter Colour than

the outward, of a much more biting and Aromatick Tafte,

fomething like that of Cloves, and not glutinous like Cin-

namon, but dry and crumbling between the Teeth. The
Leaves come out near the Ends of the Twigs without any

r Order, ftanding on Inch long Foot-Jialks, each of them two

Inches in Length, and one in Breadth near the End, where

broadeft, and roundifh, being narrow at the Beginning ; from

whence
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whence it augments in Breadth to near its End, of a yel-

lowifh green Colour, fhining and fmooth, without any In-

cifures about its Edges, and fomewhat refembling the Leaves

of Bay. The Ends of the Twigs are branched into Bunches
of Flowers, ftanding fomething like Umbels., each of which
has a Foot-Jialk-^ on the Top of which is a Calix made up of

fbme little Leaves, in which ftand five fcarlet or purple Potaloy

within which is a large Stylis ; to thefe follow fo many Caly
calated Berries of the Bignefs of a large Pea, roundifh, green,

and containing within a mucilaginous, pale, green, thin Pulp,

four black fhining Seeds of an irregular Figure.

All the Parts of this Tree, when frefli, are very hot, aro-

matick and biting to the Tafte, fomething like Cloves ; which
is fo troublefom, as fometimes to need the Remedy of fair

Water. It grows in the Savana Woods very frequently on
each Side of the Road, between Pajfage-Fort and the Town
of St. Jago de la Vega^ The Bark of the Tree is what is

chiefly in Ufe, both in the Englijh Plantations between the

Tropicks in the IVeJl-Indies and in Europe.^ and is without any

Difficulty cured, by only cutting off the Bark, and letting

it dry in the Shade. The more ordinary Sort of People ufe

it in the IVeJl-Ind'tes inftead of all other Spices, being thought

very good to confiime the immoderate Humidity of the Sta^

mach, to help Dige/lion, and expel JVind, &c. Rum lofes its

loathfom Smell if mixed with this Bark.

The true Cortex IVinteranus, for which the Druggifts fell

this wild Cinnamon, was brought by Capt. Winter.^ who ac-

companied Sir Francis Drake in his Voyage round the World
from the Streights of Magellan.

The fo famed Tree called a Cabbage-Tree.^ is (fays Dr. ibid. ^oi.

Stubbs) nothing elfe than a Palm-Tree, and all that is eaten m. p. ss**

in the Cabbage, is what fprouted out that Year, and fo is

tender. If eaten raw, it is as wood as any new Almonds,

and if boiled, excels the beft Cabbage, when that Top is cut

off the Tree dies. The Timber will never rot, and when
it is dried, grows fo hard that one cannot drive a Nail into it.

There's a Tree in Jamaica called the Bajlard Cedar^

whofe Wood is fo porous (tho' none would guefs fo upon
View) that being turned into Cups, Wine and Brandy will

foak through at the Bottom in a fhort Time.
There's a Tree called IVhite^vcod^ of which if Ships are

built, they will- never breed any Worm. The Soap Tree

grows at the SpaniJ}) Town, with Berries as big as Musket-

Bullets j which of themfelves, without any mixt Ingredient

whatfoever, walhes better than Caftle-Soap, but they rot the

Linen in Time.

D d 2 The
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The Juice of Cajfavi is rank Poifon, all Hogs jmd Poultry

that drink it fwell and die prefently. If the Root be roafted

it is no Poifon, but only occafions Torfions in the Belly.

The Pabna yields a prodigious Quantity of Oil, and it

might eafily be made a ftaple. Commodity. 'Tis the only

Kennedy of Indians and Negroes for the Head-ach.

The Manchinel Tree is a Wood of an excellent Grain,

equalling the Jamaica Wood, but large to four Foot Dia-

meter. The Spaniards turn it into Beds, and the Englijh

ufually floor their Rooms with it in Jamaica.

The Manchinel Apple is one of the beautifuleft Fruits in

the World to the Eye, one of the agreeableft to the Smell,

and of the pleafanteft to the Tafte (being thence by many

called the Eye Apple) but if eaten certain Death. The Wood
of it yet green, if rub'd againft the Hand, will fetch off the

Skin or raife Blifters, and if any Drops of Rain falling from

this Tree light upon one's Hand, or other naked Part of the

Body, it will alfo have the fame EfFed.

There's Plenty of Cotton and Ginger in Jamaica^ and it

is finer than that of the Charibbee-IJJands. The Tobacco

that was planted there was better than at Barbados^ but there's

io little it deferves not the Name of a Commodity.
Very good tan'd Leather is jnade there. The Tanners have

three Barks to tan with, Mangrave, Olive Bark, and another.

They tan better than in England, and in fix Weeks the Lea-

ther is ready to work into Shoes. There's Abundance of

Dyers Woods, asFuftick, Redwood, Logwood, andothers,

with feveral Sorts of Sweet-Woods.
'Tis not doubted but that there are Copper Mines in the

Ifland, and the Spaniards fay, the Bells of the great Church
of St. Jago were made of Jamaica Metal. 'Tis fuppofed

there may be Silver Mines in it as well as at Cuba, and on
the Continent : And there is a Place in the Mountains of Port

Royal or Caguag, where it is reported, the Spaniards dug
Silver, but the Englijh have not been fo happy ^as to find it.

The Spaniards alfo found Ambergreafe on the Coaft, but the

Englijh have not often had that good Fortune : Yet fome
Years ago an ignorant Fellow found i8o Pound of Amber-
greafe dalhed on the Shore, at a Place called Ambergreafe

Point, where the Spaniards came ufually once a Year to look

for it. This vaft Quantity was divided into two Parts, fup-

... y ^
pofed by roBing and tumbling in the Sea. Some fay it is

li! p. 492. produced from a Creature, as Honey and Silk- and Mr. Tred-

way who viewed this Piece writes, he faw in fundry Places of
this Body, the Beak, Wings, and Part of the Body of the

Creature, which he preferved for fome Time. He was alfo

told
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told by a Man that he had feen the Creature alive, and be-

Keved they fwarmed as Bees on the Sea-fhore or in the Sea.

Others fay it is the Excrement of the Whale, and others that ibid.

it iflues out of the Root of a Tree.

Abundance of Salt might be made in Jamaica^ for they

have three great Ponds ; however they make only enough
for their own Ufe. looooo Bufhels were made thirty Years

ago in a Year, and Capt. Noye^ who was the Undertaker,

faid he could make 500000 Quarters if he could fell it. Salt-

Petre is found here, and their Long-Pepper is in great Ef-

teem in the TVeJi- Indies. •
The Ifland abounds in Drugs and medicinal Herbs, as

Guaiacum^ China., Salfeparella, CaJJia.^ Tamarins^ l^emlloes^

many Sorts of Mi[[eltoe\ as alfo in falutary Gums and Roots.

But for thefe Things we muft refer the Curious to Dr. Sloan's

Natural Hiftory.

The Plant of which Cocheneal is made grows in Jamaica^
and yet the Inhabitants for want of Knowledge how to cure

it make no Advantage of it ; befides the Eaft Wind blafls

it, fo that it never comes to Maturity.

'Twill not be improper to give an Account of this excel-

lent Dye, Cocheneal. 'Tis generally believed that it comes
out of a Fruit called the Prickled Pear^ bearing a Leaf of a

flimy Nature, and a Fruit Blood-red and full of Seeds, which
give a Dye almoft like to Brafiletto IVood., that will perifh in a

few Days by the Fire. But the Infedl engendered of this

Fruit or Leaves gives a permanent Tincture, as every one
knows.

An old Spaniard in Jamaica, who lived many Years in ibid, j^^^

that Part of the Wejl-lndies, where great Quantities of Co- ii. p. 784.

cheneal is made, affirmed, that this Infed: is the very fame
which we call the Lady Bird or Cow Lady. It appears he

fays at firft like a fmall Blifter or .little Knob, on the Leaves

of the Shrub on which they breed j which afterwards by the

Heat of the Sun becomes a live infe6l or fitiall Grub. Thefe
Grubs in Procefs of Time grow to Flies, and being come
to full Maturity, which muft be found out by Experience in

collecting them at feveral Seafons, are killed by making a

great Smother of fome combuftible Matter, to Windward of
the Shrubs on which the Infeds are feeding (having before

fpread fome Cloths under the Plants) by which all the Infects

being fmothercd and killed, by fliaking the Plants will tumble

down upon the Cloths, and thus are gathered in great Quan-
tities with little Trouble ; then they are wiped off the fame

Cloths in fome bare fandy Place or Stone-Pavement, and ex-

pofed to the Heat of the Sun till they are dry, and their Bo-

D d 3 ,
dies
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dies fliriveled up; which being rubbed gently between one's

Hands will crumble into Grains, and the Wings feparate from
them which muft be garbled out. Others, it is faid, expofe

them to the Sun in broad and fhallow Copper-Bafons, in

which the Refledion of the Sun dries them fooner.

The Prickled Pear, or Indian Fig, is eafily propagated, by
putting a fingle Leaf above half it's Depth into the Ground,
which feldom fails to take Root. Others fay they may be
raifed from the Seed, which is fomething like a Fig, arifing

out of certain Flowers that grow out of the Tops of the

uppermoft Leaves ; ^hich Fruit is full of a red Pulp, that

when ripe ftains the Hands of thofe that wafli it like Mul-
berries, with a purple Colour : On which, or the BlofToms, the

Infeds feed, and perhaps that caufes the rich Tindure they

bear within their Bowels.

There are few Colonies in America who have fuch Store of

Cattle as there is at Jamaica. Horfes are fo cheap, that a

good one is fold for 8 or lol. The Oxen and Cows are

large, and till the Englijh came, who minded Planting more
than Grafing, there were great Quantities of them ; but now
they cannot boaft of their Stock, and are fupplied with Flefli

from the other Colonies as well as the Leeward IJlands.

AfTes and Mules are cheaper at Jatnaica than any where

elfe in the Englijh Dominions in America. Their Sheep are

generally large and fat, the Flefh is good, but theWooU worth

nothing. 'Tis long and full of Hairs. There's Abundance

of Goats and Hogs, and the Flefh of the latter is as pleafanc

as that of Barbados Pork.

Their Bays, Roads and Rivers, are full of excellent Fifli

of all Kinds, European and American. The Tortoife is the

chief, becaufe it is the moll advantageous on Account of its

Shell. They abound on the Coafts about 20 or 30 Leagues

to the left of Port Negril, near the Ifles of Camaros. There

come feveral Veflels in a Ye'ar from the Charibhee-Iflands to

take them, for the Flefh of them is efteemed the beft and

wholefomefl: Food in the Indies.

i,o\jcth. VoL The Torioifes float afleep in a calm Day a long Time, in-

it\ p. '>57» fomuch that the Seamen row gently to them, and either

557> 559- ftrike them with Irons, or enfnare their Legs with a Rope
and Running-Net, and fo take them. If their Blood be

heated they die, for to maintain Life, it muft not be hotter

than the Element they live in. They bite much more of the

fubmarine Grafs than they fwallow, by which Means the Sea

is fometimes covered with the Grafs, where they feed at the

Bottom. Once in about half an Hoar they come up, fetch

one Breath like a Sigh, and then link down again. When
3 they
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they are out of the Water, they breath fomewhat oftner.

If they are hurt on Shore as they lie on their Backs, the Tears

will trickle from their Eyes.

They may be kept out of the Water twenty Days and

more, yet they will be fo fat as to be fitting Meat, provided

about half a Pint of fait Water is given them every Day.

The Fat that's about their Guts is yellow, tbo' that of their

Bodies be green. The Head being cut off dies inlkntly, and

if the Heart is taken out, the Motion continues not long,

but any Quantity of the Flefh will move if pricked, and alfo

of itfelf many Hours after it is cut into Quarters ; and the

very Joints of the Bones of the Shoulders and Legs have their

Motions, even tho' you prick only the Fat of them. But if

you place thefe Parts of the Tortoife in the Sun, they pre-

fently die, as the Legs do in a Manner as foon as they are

cut off.

The Blood of the Tortoifes (fays Dr. Stuhhs in the fame Col- ib;d. p. 549,

ledion) is colder thai! any Water 1 ever felt in Jamaica; yet'>'>'^-

is the Beating of their Heart as vigorous as that of any Ani-

mal, and their Arteries are as firm as any Creatures I know.

Their Lungs lie in their Belly. Their Spleen is triangular, of

a firm Flejh, andfioridly red. Their Liver is of a dark green

:

They have a Sort of Teeth, with which they chew the Grafs

they eat in thefubmarine Meadows. All the Tortoifesfrom the

Charibbees to the Bay of Mexico repair in Summer to the

Cayman IJlands on this Coaji, to lay their Eggs and to hatch

there. They cootfor fourteen Days together, then lay in one

Night about three hundred Eggs with White and Tol/c, but no

Shells. Then they coot again and lay in the Sand, andfo thrice •

luhen the Male is reduced to a kind of Gelly within and blind,

and is fo carried Home by the Female. Their Fat is green, but

not offenfive to the Stomach, tho^ it is in Broth orjleived. Urine

looks of ayellowijhgreen, and is oily after eating it.

ThereisnoSort of Fowl wanting here, wild or tame, and

more Parrots than in any of the other Iflands.

The Fruits, Flowers and Herbs are much the fame with

thofe of Barbados, various and excellent in their Kind:^. The

Fruit of the Trees in this liland of the fame Kind, ripen not

at one Time. There's a Hedge of Plumb-Trees of two

Miles in the Road to Spanijh-Town, of which fome Trees

have been obferved to be in Floiuer, others with green, others

with ripe Fruit, and others to have done bearing at the fame

Time.
Jafmlns have been feen to blow before their Leaves, and

alfo after their Leaves are fallen again. The Sour-Sop, a very

pleafant Fruit, has a Flower with three Leaves. When thefe

D d 4.
open
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open they give fo great a Crack, that Perfons often run from

under the Tree, and think it to be tumbling down.

The Difeafes of this Country before the Earthquake, were

not fo mortal to the Europeans as they have been fince. In-

temperance always was more fatal to the Englijh than the Cli-

mate, and thofe Voyagers who were always drinking in the

City of Port-Royaly might well cry out againft the Heat of

the Climate, the Fires from without being encreafed by their

Flames within. Temperance and Exercife would have gone

a great Way towards keeping Men well there, before Difeafes

were brought thither out of Europe^ and the Air became in-

fedled with the peftilential Vapours of the Earthquake. The
Diftempers to which Strangers are moft fubjedl, are the

Dropfy, occafioned commonly by hard Drinking and Laii-

nefs, Agues and Fevers.

There's a Bird called a Pelican, but is a Kind of Cor-

morant. It has a fifhy Tafte, yet if the Flefh lies buried in

the Ground two Hours it lofes that Tafte.

The Birds called by fome Fregats are here termed Men of
War, their Fat is good againft Aches.

The Fire-Flies in Ja?naica contrad: and expand their Light

as they fly, and their Light continues fome Days after they

are dead. Thefe Flies are a Kind of Caniharides, looking

green in the Day-time, but glowing and fhining in the Night,

even when they are dead,' as we have already obferved.. Our
Author affirms, he applied them dead to a printed and written

Paper in the dark and read it.

There are feveral troublefom Creatures and Infeds here, as

well as in the other Iflands.

The fFocd Lice eat Covers and Books, and fome Sorts of
Timber, but not all.

The Ciron or Chego is a terrible Plague to the Blacks, efpe-

cially if they come among the nervous and membranous
Parts, they are very painful and not to be pulled, left the

Surgeons Needles touch the Nerves. No Englijh ever get

them, but by going in Places frequented by the Negroes j

they are incident moftly to fuch as are naity about the Feet,

and very leldom anyelle have them; they will fpread by little

and little over the whole Feet, eat off Toes, and over-run

the whole Body of fome idle Blacks j they are not felt to

have got inro the Body till a Week after: They breed in

great Numbers, and fiiut themfelves up in a Bag, which
when the Negroes feel, there are certain skilful Men, who
with little Pains take them out, having great Care to take out
the Bag entirely, that none of the Brood which are like Nits
may be left behind, for Fear of giving Rife to a new Ge-
neration, Wc



^e Hifiory of Jamaica. 409
We muft take Notice that the Swallows in Jamaica, as hot

as it is, depart in the Winter Months, and the wild Ducks
and Teal come thither then.

The Manchinella, in Shape like a Crawfijh, which is fo

common in the Charlbbee-I/lands^ is alfo frequently met with

in Jamaica, as are Adders and Guyanas^ but neither of them
venomous.

The moft terrible Creature is the Alligator, which com-
monly lies about their Rivers and Ponds. They live upon
Flelh, after which they hunt greedily, but feldom get any
Man's Flefli, becaufe it is eafy to avoid them ; for they can-

not ftir but in a ftrait Line, which they do fwifdy and forcibly,

whereas they turn with Difficulty and very flowly. Some of
them are 10 or 15, and fome 20 Foot long, their Backs are

all over fcaly and impenetrable, and it is hard to wound them
any where, except in the Eye or the Belly, they have four

Feet or Fins, with which they either walk or fwim. 'Tis

obferved, that like Fifli they never make any Noife. Their
Way of Hunting i% thus : They lie on a River's Bank, and
wait for Beafts that come to drink there^ which they feize as

foon as they are within their Reach and devour ; they deceive

them the moreeafily, becaufe they referable a long Piece of old

dry Wood or fomething that's dead. The Mifchief thefe

Animals do, is recompenced by the Advantage of their Fat,

of which an excellent Ointment is made good for any Pains

or Aches in the Bones or Joints. They have Bags of Musk
ftronger and more odorous than that of the Eaji-Indies, the

Smell is fo great and fo fearching, that it is ealy by it to dif-

cover where they lie, and avoid them before a Man fees them

;

even the Cattle by a natural Inftind imell them, and run away
from them. They breed like Toads, by Eggs which they lay

in the Sand on the Rivers Banks j their Eggs are no larger

than a Turkey's, they cover them and the Sun's-Beams hatch

them : The Shell is as firm and like in Shape to a Turkey's,

but not fpotted. As foon as their Young come out of the

Shell, they take immediately to the Water.

Thefe Alligators are fhaped like Lizzards being four-footed,

they walk with their Belly at a Diftance from the Ground
like them. Thofe of full Growth have Teeth like a MaftifF,

as has been before hinted. They may be mattered and killed

by any one dextrous and skilled in the Way of doing it, which
is thus; A Man muft be armed with a good long Truncheon *

and attack them Side-ways, for it he does it Front-ways they

will be too nimble for him, and by leaping upon him (which

they can do the Length of their whole Body) fpoil him ;

but if he lays his Club on them againft their Shoulder and be-

3 hind
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hind their Fore-feet, they are eafily lamed there and fubdued.

Some Places in this Ifland are troubled with Gnats and
flinging Flies: There's no avoiding fuch Inconveniencies in

the Weft- Indies.

There are feveral other Particularities relating to Jamaica
which are worth obferving, and could not fo well be couched
under any particular Article.

Several Sorts of Beans grow in this Ifland, as the Cacoons,

the Horfe-Eye Bean, fo called from its Refemblance to the

Eye of that Beafl, by Means of a Welt almoft furrounding

itj the JJJo-coloured Nickar, fo termed from its being per-

fectly round and very like a Nickar, fuch as Boys ufed to play

withal.

Iron and other Metals ruft leaft in Jamaica in rainy Wea-
ther, zsDx.Stubbs in the Trad fo often cited byusobferves.

'Tis a Miftake that any Tobacco grows wild in Jamaica at

leaft. The nitrous Tobacco, which grows upon Sak-Petre

Ground there, will not come to fo good a Colour, nor keep

fo long as other Tobacco ; infomuch that the Merchants often

lofe all their Tobacco in the Voyage for England or Ireland,

Lowth Vol by its rotting all away. In fome Ground that is full of Salt-

Up- 550^ Petre, the Tobacco that it bears flaflies as its fmokes. The
5^4- Potatoes in the fame Salt-Petre Ground are ripe two Months

fooner tlian in any other Ground, but if they be not fpent im-

mediately they rot, the Salt-Petre fretting the outward Skin of

the Root, which is thinner in that Sort of Ground, than in

other Places.

The fame Do£lor fays elfewhere, / could never hear of any

Hurricane about Jamaica j but the dreadful Earthquakes that

brought the Inhabitants fo near an univerfal Ruin, are worfe

than the Tempefts, which are fo frequent in the Charibbee-

IJiands.

We muft not omit remembring that there are hot Springs,

and other mineral Waters in this Ifland, as we find by Infor-

Ibid./). 344. mation given the Royal Society by Sir William Beejion. The
Hot Spring moft talked of was difcovered many Years ago,

but the Diftance and Trouble of getting to it, kept People

from trying it till March 1695, when two Perfons, the one

very much macerated with the Belly-Ach, and another with

the French Difeafe went to it, carried Cloths, builc a Hut to

keep them from the Rain and Sun, and both prefently by

Drinking and Bathing found fuch Eafe, that in about ten

Days they returned perfedly cured. It comes out of a Rock
in a frefh Current, near to a fine Rivulet of good cool Wa-
ter j but is fo hot, that all affirm it foon boils Eggs, fome fay

• Crawfifli, Chickens, and thofe that do not value their Credit

much.
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much, add even a Turkey ; However it is certain, that near

where it comes forth, there is no enduring any Part of the

Body but it takes off the Skin. It cures Ulcers, and con-

traded Nerves and Sinews in a few Days to a Miracle. Col.

Beckford, who was given over by the Phyficians for very acute

Pains in his Bowels went to it, made ufe of it and recovered.

Another for the Belly-Ach, and a third for the Venereal Dif-

eafe made the fame happy Experiment • which got the Wa-
ters fuch a Reputation, that many afterwards reforted to

them. It was tried with Galls before Sir William Beejlon^

and they made the Water i« 24 Hours look only like Canary
or Old Hock. He fays, Out of Curiofity we tried the Water f^g. 34?-.

of our River at Spanifh-Town with Galls, and in one Night

it turned to a deep Green more inclining to Black.

Mr. Robert Tredway wrote from famaica : We have lately

difcovered two hot Springs, one to Windward which feems ful-
phurous j the other to Leeward is very falt^ hut as I am told

does not partake of Brimjione ; and both are very much mag-

nifiedfor the Difeafes of thefe PartSy the dry BellyJchy Pains

of the Nerves and Taivs.

Among other Rarities of this Country is one very remark-

able, and that is the Plant called Spirit Weed; which when
its Seed is ripe the Veflel containing it, touched by any

Thing whatever if it is wet, inftantly opens icfelf, and with

a fmart Noife throws its Seed feveral Ways to a confiderable

Diftance.

Thus we have given the Reader an Account of the moft
curious Part of the Natural Hiftory of this Ifland, to enter

into the Reafons is a Differtation without our Bounds ; and

Dr. Sloan has in his Tra6t laid enough to give entire Satif-

fadtion to all, whofe Curiofity fliall carry them into fuch

nice Difcuffions.

CHAP. III.

Of the Inhabitants and Trade of Jamaica, and the

Advantages England does and may receive from it.

7Amaica like Barbados has three Sorts of Inhabitants,

Mailers, Servants and Slaves ; to whom may be added

a fourth, which tho' they are uncertain, yet by their Refort

thither are a good Strength to the Ifland, Privateers and

Water-
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Watermen always coafting about it, carrying Goods from one
Place to another or cruizing for Prizes. The Privateers were
at one Time the beft Flower in the Garden of the Jamaica
Trade, they brought fome Millions of Pieces of Eight there,

and made the Place fo rich, that it out-ftript all the Colonies

in Wealth in a very few Years ; even Barbados could only vie

with it for Elderfliip, and having been longer planted.

The Mafters of Families in Ja7naica^ Planters and Mer-
chants, live with as much Pomp and Pleafure as any Gentle-

men in the World ; they keep their Coaches and fix Horfes,

have their Train of Servants in Liveries running before and
behind them, and for Magnificence and Luxury they have

always got the ftart of the other Colonies : Whether it had

not been better for them to have encouraged Induftry and

Frugality we fliall not take upon us to determine; their natu-

ral Advantages above all the other Iflands does not make it

fo neceffary for them to be induftrious, and the Riches that

were brought them by their Trade with the Spanijh Wejl-

Indies^ put them in a Capacity of anfwering their Expences

:

And both together invited fo many People to fettle there, that

ao Years ago there were <^oooo Englijh Souls, and i ooooo
Blacks, upon the Ifland. The War, Earthquake and Dif-

eafes fince have hindered the Colony's encreafing; but ftill

they are almoft that Number, of which 15000 Englijhmen

are able to bear Arms, and the Militia confifts of fevcral

Troops of Horfe 'and feven Regiments of Foot, making
7000 Men.
The Way of living of both Mafters, Slaves and Servants

here, is like that of the Barbados People, and the Form of

Government the fame with theirs; but the Trade.differs in

fome Things, as in moft of their Dyer's Woods, which the

Merchants of Barbados have not the Convenience of ex-

porting. The Bay of Campeche has been very beneficial to

thofe of 'Jamaica, for they are only at the Charge of cut-

ting and carrying off the Wood, which comes generally to a

good Market in England ; but the Spaniards have done what
they could to hinder that Trade, infomuch that the Wood-
cutters have been forced to have Guards, and fight for their

Prize.

The Trade from Jamaica with the Spaniards confifted

chiefly in Negroes, Stuffs and other Englijh Manufactures.

The Spaniards for feveral Years were not permitted to deal

with the Englijh^ but after the Revolution a Treaty of Com-
merce was concluded between King IVilliam and King
Charles^ for their Dominions in America ; and Sir James de

Cajlillo^ whom Xing IVilliam had knighted, refided at Ja-
maica
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maica as Agent for the Spaniards^ to buy Negroes for them
and fhip them for the Continent. The Advantages by this

Trafficic would have enriched our Nation had it lafted, and
been carried on wifely and induftrioufly ; but the War with
France and Spain has interrupted all the Commerce between
Jamaica znd the Spanijh IVeJi- Indies^ which the £'«§'/^ can-
not too much encourage.

The other Branches of the Jamaica Trade is the lame
with that of Barbados^ and we muft refer the Reader to our
Hiftory of that Ifland on this Article.

Ind^o and Piemento are the Commodities of this Country,
and Cocao Nuts are but a new Experiment at Barbados^ or
elfe the Commodities of that Place and Jamaica are all one,
and we muft enter upon needlefs Repetitions, if we pretended

to give any particular Account of them. In the general,

this Trade has the Advantage of that of Barbados^ for it

brings us in Bullion which is fo much wanted at Home. Ja-
maica is placed in the Center of the Spanijh Acquilitions in

America^ no VefTel can go to or come from the Continent
or the Klands belonging to them, but they muft necefTarily

come in Sight of Jamaica^ or fall into the Hands of our
Cruizers if we had enough Ships there, with brave and faith-

ful Commanders to wait for them ; and t2 or 15 light Fri-

gats would be fufficient, which the Benefit it would bring to

us by Pri2£s, or the Inconveniencies it would put our Ene-
mies to, would more than anfwer.

Every Plate Fleet that comes from Carthagena puts into

Hifpaniola^ from whence they cannot fail to the Havana in

Cuba^ without pafling by one End or the other of Jamaica.
The Havana is the Place of general Rendezvous for the ^

Flota ; and the Importance of cheir Jundiion there for their

Security is eafily to be imagined, which we could foon hinder,

by being Mafters of the Seas about Jamaica.

The Produdt of this Ifland is generally the beft in its Kind
of any in the Englijh Plantations. Their Sugar, Ginger,

Cotton and Indigo, are better than that of the Charibbee-

IJlands-j and there is Ground enough to fpare for the Inha-

bitants to furnifh themfelves with Provifions of their own
raffing, if they did not think it worth their while to cultivate

the Commodities for an European Market. All the Pro-
viflons and Neceilaries that are fent from England to the

other Plantations are alfo fent to Jamaica ; and there is con-

ftantly employed in this Trade between 2 and 300 Sail of

flout Ships, and before the War there were many more.

The Laws of Jamaica are very well collected in the A-
bridgraent of the Plantation Lawsy and the Natural Hiftory

of
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of the Country is publifhed by Dr. Sloan^ Secretary to the

Royal SocietyJ who has an Intereft in that Ifland, which with

the Hiftory we have here faithfully related, will give the Cu-
rious a fufficient Idea of it. But we muft here add fomething

relating to the Country, Inhabitants, Trade, ^c. as it differs

now from our laft Account of ir,

Jamaica^ according to the lateft Obfervations and Surveys,

lies in 17 Degrees 40 Minutes North Latitude, 18 Leagues

from Cuba^ 24. from Hifpaniola^ (o that it is nearer thofe

Iflands than England to Ireland^ except at the Extremities.

No VefTel can go to or come from the Continent, but muft

necefTarily fail within Sight of Jamaica or fall into the Hands

of the Englijh, which fhews what Advantage it is, and may
be to us in all Wars with Spain. 'Tis 160 Miles long, 55
broad, contains four Million of Acres, of which if one

Million is patenteed, not 200000 Acres are planted. The
liland is divided by a Ridge of Hills that run from Sea to

Sea, and go by feveral Names in feveral Diftrids. In thofe

Mountains rife feveral Rivers not navigable but for Canoos,

in which Sugars are carried to the Sea-fide and fhipped in

Scooners and Sloops for Port-Royal and Kingjion, to be loaded

Bjvers. there for England
-^
two of thefe Rivers run under Ground as

the Mole in Surry. Rio Cobre in St. Thomas in the Vale, and

Rio Pedro in the fame Parifh j Rio Cobre runs under Ground
nine Miles before it appears again ; Rio Pedro runs two Miles

thro' a Mountain j Rio Pedro is 12 Miles from Spani/h-

Town, Rio Cobre 22 Miles. It rifes in the Mountains called

Monte Diabolo near Mr. Lord's dwelling Houfe. The whole

Jfland is very well watered, but in fome Places the Water is

brackifh, and there the Rain Water is prefcrved.

The Jamaica Hiltorian tells us, not one Part in three of

the Ifland is inhabited, which I fear is a very modeft Account

of its Settlement, for it contains four Millions of Acres,

and if 7 or 1300000 Acres were inhabited, laid out and

planted, and, as he fays, one Acre has produced feveral Hogf-

heads of Sugar, the Number of the Inhabitants and the

Quantity of the Produd, would be more than ten Times as

much as they really are now. Nor can we fuppofe that

100,000 Hogfheads of Sugars are made here yearly as he in-

forms us ; but as not a quarter Part of the Ifland is planted,

and as Mr. Ajhley in his Account of Barbados affures us.

That and the Leeward'IJlands can make twice the Quantity of

Sugars they do now produce ; it is ftrange that a late Writ-

er upon Trade fhould make fuch grievous Complaints of

our Want of Sugar Ground in our American Iflands ; that in

Jamaica Millions of Acres cajnnot be faid to be worn out,

having
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having never been broke up; if that in Barbados is pretty

well worn, a Planter there affures us, the Soil can produce

twice as much as it does had it Hands to work it, by which it

appears that we need nofepurchafe or conquer other Lands for

the Sugar Growth, butfupply bylnduftry and Oeconomy what
is wanting for cultivating and manufadturing the Sugar Cane.

There are in Jamaica fome large Savanas, where the /«-

dians planted their Maize and the Spaniards breed their Cat-

tle ; it is to be hoped the Jamaicans know as well as they

how to improve them, and they might have Plenty of Cattle

here, if breeding Cattle was as much minded as it deferves to be,

confidering the many Months they have to feed, and how much
frefh Provifions is for their own Health and their Servants.

As the planted Part of this Ifland is the neareft to the Sea,

the Conveniency of its Navigation appears by the greaB Num-
bers of Bays all round it.

Port Royal. Luana Bay. "^^y''

Port Morant. Blewfield'i Bay,

Old Harbour. Cabaretta Bay.

Point Negril. Cold Harbour.

Port Antonio. Rio Novo.

Michael's Hole. Montigo Bay.

Alligator Pond.
^

Orange Bay.

Point Pedro. And many others.

Parattee Bay.

The Towns in this Ifland have little to be added to the for- Towns.

mer Account of them.

Port- Roya l^ which was the faireft and richeft Sea Port Town Port- Royal.

in America^ is by the Accidents mentioned in this Hiftory re-

duced to a fmall Place, yet it ftill confifts of three handfom
Streets and feveral crofs Lanes. It has a fine Church, an
Hofpital for difabled Seamen, and a Yard for the King's naval

Stores and Ship Carpenters Work. It is guarded by one of
the ftrongeft Forts in the IVe/i-Indies, mounted with loo
Guns, and garriibned by regular Troops j the Harbour is one
of the beft in the World, looo Sail of Ships may ride there

and be fecure from every IVind that can hloiv, always ex-
cepting a Hurricane. The Receiver General, the naval Of'
jicer, the Secretary or Deputy Secretary are ftill obliged tO

keep their Offices here as well as at Spanijh-Town. No Build-

ing is to be here within 3 o Feet of high Water Mark, nor
farther Northward on the Harbour than Major Back's and
Capt. Suimmer's Houfes. Port-Royal is diftant from Spani/l)-

Town five Miles by Water and fix more by Land. It is a-

bout
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bout fix Miles diftant from King/Ion, which was built after

the great Earthquake had deftroyed Port-Royal, by a Plan of
Col. Chrljiian Lilly's, who is now or was very lately chief

Engineer of this Ifland, whither he qjime with Col. Lillington

near 50 Years before, no Proof this that the Air is unwhole-

fom. By Col, Lill/s Plan, this Town was to be a Mile long

and half a Mile broad, laid out into little Squares by crofs

Streets, and wants not much of the Extent Lilly intended it
j

here the inferior Courts fit. The Receiver General, naval

Officer, Secretary and Surveyor, are obliged to have and at-

tend Offices here. Here refide the Merchants for the mod
Part fince the Fall of Pott-Royal^ and here are moft of the

Sugars fhipped off for England. It encreafes daily, and now
. mufter 10 Companies of Foot and two Troops of Horfe,

about 1100 Men; andfuppofing the Militia to be half of the

Male Inhabitants of Age fit for Arms, this muft now be a

great Town of 11 00 or 1200 Houfes. It has one Church
with a poor burying Place, which is in this Ifland a very im-

portant Appurtenance for Parifli. The Jews have two
Synagogues, and the fakers a Meeting-houfe. It is bound-

ed by Port-Royal Harbour to the South Wefl, and to the

North by Lands patenteed by Sir William Beejlon, and con-

tinued to a Calabajh Tree on the North Eaji Corner, directly

to the Foot of the Long Mountain^ and from thence to the

Bounds of the Parifh of Port-Royal. 'Tis 18 Miles from

thence to Spanijh-Town, 12 Miles by Sea and fix by Land;
it choofes three Members for the Affemhly.

St. Taeo de ^^- J^S" ^^ ^^ Vega ov Spanijh-Town is the Capital of "Ja^

k Vega, maica, and gave the Title of Duke to the Family of Colum-

bus the Difcoverer of the New World, and this Ifland in par-

ticular. It was a large City in the Spaniards Time confifling

of 2000 Houfes ; it has not now above 7 or 300, but they are

very good. The Governor refides here j here the AfTembly

hold their Seffion, as do alfo the grand Courts of Juftice.

It retains its Spanijh Name St. Jago de la Vega in all publick

Deeds, is fituated in a fine pleafant Valley on the Banks of
the Rio Cobre, being an inland Town ; the Trade is not con-

fiderable, but feveral wealthy Merchants and Gentlemen have

Houfes here and live very gayly, as much like Men of Plea-

fure as Bufinefs; Coaches and Chariots are perpetually plying,

and a great Number of Gentlemen's are feen every where.

Here are frequent Balls and Affemblies, a Play-houfe and a

Company of Players: The Jamaica Writer aflures us, they

are excellent Aifors, which is more than can juftly be faid of

the belt Company now in England. The Governor's Houfe

faces the Parade^ one Fart of it confifls of two Stories, it

was
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was rebuilt by the Duke of Portland. It has a curious Gar-
den towards the /i^^^/, which is genera]!)' kept in excellent Re-
pair, though here is a great Neglei5t of Garden Ground for the

Culture, of which the Jamaicans feem to have no Tafte

;

and indeed where there is an eternal Spring, a perpetual

Bloo?n and perpetual Grcen^ there feems to be little Need of

Gardening. The Church is a handfom Edifice and has in it a

very good Organ. Here is alfo a Chapel where divine Service

\s performed. The Cuftom-hovfe is a fmall Square Building

about 40 Feet each Way j here the Chief Juflice, who is

now or was lately the worthy - £///>, Efq; who has

five affiflant Judges, their Seats are railed almoll 10 Feet
from the Floor. The Provoji Marjhal.^ the moll: beneficial

Office in the Illand next the Governor's, has a Chair placed

for him on the right Hand of the Judge*, 'and oppoiice to

them at a good Diftance are feated the Lawyers. The At-
torney General has a large Chair placed for him in the Middle.

TheHoufes are generally low, of one Story, with 5, band
fbmetimes more Rooms, being ufually lined and floored with

Mahagony. Each has a Piazza afcended by Steps, which
ferves for a Screen againit the Heat, and is commodious for

taking the cool refrefhing Air. A few Houfes have two
Stories, but that Way of Building is difapproved, as too much
expcfed to the Violence of Earthquakes and Hurricanes. The
other Towns in this liland are inconhderable ; every rich well

ftocked Plantation is a Kind of little Town, and the Planc-

ters Bufinefs is very inconfiftentwith a Town Life, which oc-
cafions the Spread of People in all the Colonies except New-
Englandj where their Trade is belt carried on in Pore and
Market Towns.

Here are feen the Ruins of Sevilla andOrij7an^ two pretty Team,
large Towns in the Spaniards Time ; but the Ground where
they and other Spanijh Towns flood, does in feveral Places

now produce the Sugar Cane.

At Bagnal's in the Parifh of St. Jun's is begun a Town,
but how ic goes on we know not, and are doubtful of its

Succefs.

Free Town in the Parilh of St. David's^ is another fmall

Place.

Pajfage-Fort in St. Catharine's Parifh, confifts of about

50 Houfes, and is likely to encreafe in Trade and confe-

quently in Buildings, it being the only Place for taking Boat

to Port-Royal or Kingjlon. Col. Jack/on landed here with

his Men from the Leeward-IJlands^ when he took St. Jaga
in i<^3j».

Vol. il. £ e Carli/k
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CarliJIe in Fere VsLxidx, is another inconfiderable Village;

a Fort was ereded here after the French Inwidon in 1695,

but it is already in Ruins.

Tichfield a toall Town, fo called from the Durchefs of

Portland's Manor of Tichfidd in Hawpjlnre^ is near Port .

Jnionio, which has been fpoken of before. The Fort there i$

very regular, and has always a Captain's Guard for ics Defence.

The prefent Divilionof Jamaica is into 19 Parities.

Tar;f}}ss. \. Kingjion, 11. 'St. James's.

2.. Port-RoyaL 12. St. Amie'2..

3. St. Catharine'%, 13. St. Mary's.

4. St. Dorothy's. 14. Portland.

5. Clarendon. 15- Si. Thomas In the Eaji.

6. J/ere. !<>• St. David's.

7. St. Elizabeth, l/. St. Andrew's.

8. Hanover. 18. St. y^'/j^'s.

9. Wejimoreland. 19. St. Thomas in the Vole,

10. St. George's.

Spanijh Town Church and Chapel are not in the Ja-
maica Hiftorian's Lift, probably becaufe as it is the Capital of

the Ifland, it fhould not be confounded with common Parifhes

;

but as the chief Precinft, it Ihould have been in the Cata-

logue. We read in the late Hiftory of Jamaica^ that there

is a Cujlos over the Pariflies, as Col. Blair Cuftos of Spanijh-

Town, Col. Campbel of St. Elizabeth's, iafc. the Nature of

the Office may be conjedured, but it is not defined. The
Churches in the Town are generally in Form . of a Crofs

with a fmall Cupola^ the Walls pretty high. In that of St.

Andrew's is an Organ, the Churches in general are no better

than fmall Houfes, fcarce diftinguifhable from others. The

fa£, 29. Author adds. The Clergy trouble themfehfes httle, and the

Church Doors are feldo7n opened. What Pity it is, • efpecially

confidering how many thoufand Pounds yearly the Jamaicans

pay for their Churches indthzvc Churchmen. This Complaint

is general all over the Colonies, and I never met with one

jeafonabie Word faid in Excufe of it.

Little is to be added to our Hiftory of Jamaica concern-

ing the Inhabitants and Trade, The Jamaica Hiftorian

computes the Number of white Men able to bear Arms at

about 170C0, and the Negroes at about 1 00000 Men, Wo-
men and Children, and the white Men able to bear Arms,

being as he fays 1 7000, the Number of the whole may be

computed at between 50 and 60000, a fmall Computation

coniidei'ing how long this Jiland has been in BritiJ}) Hands,

and
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and how many Tbonfands have tranrported themfelves and

been tranfporred thither fince the Year i6'^6.

The Publick Revenues of the Ifland are reckoned 70000/.

a Year. The Riches of particular Perfons would be in-

conceivable, if one could give Credit to what the Jamaica
Writer fays of Mr. Beckfcrd only, Pag. iGf. He is the

richejl Sutjeii in Europe, he has twenty two Plantatidns in this

IJIandj and upwards of i zoo Slaves ^ his Money in the Banks
and at Mortgages is reckoned at a A'liUion and a half. As
the Author makes \Jk of Words at Length and not of Fi-

gures, there can be no Miftake in the fumming^ if there is

not a prodigious one in the Fadl.

He alTures us that 500 Sail of Ships are now inniplo^^ed

here in the Sugar Trade, each Ship carrying 200 Hogfheads
which fweils the Produce to 1 00000 Hogfheads of Sugar

yearly, which doubtlefs is another Excefs in Computation^

and muft^be reduced to lefs than half The AJfento of Agree-

ment for the South Sea Company's Negro Trade to the

Spanijh Weft-Indies being now fufpended, and not likely to

he long continued without fuch Sufpenfion, is not enlarged on
'

here : The Sale of 4000 Slaves yearly would be very profi-

table to the Britijh Subjedts, was there any Security for the

Returns.

Among the other Produds of this Tflahd, muft nov7 be

reckoned Coffee.^ of which good Quantities afe already (hipped

yearly for England.^ and probably it may produce enough in

Time to anfwer mote than the Britijh Confumption, It were
to be wiflied that the Affay-s at Home did not make it iie-

ceffary to load every Produ6t of our American Colonies with

fuch high Duties, fo ruinous to Induftry and Commerce.
It may not in this Place be improper to fay fomethirig of

the T'rade carried on by the Englijh at famaica, with the

Spaniards on the Continent, which is thus managed. The T'''"^'^/'^'"^

Merchant or Mafter of the Ship bound for this Voyage, be-
{!;™h]'heS^i-

ing ftirnifhed with a proper Cargo of dry Goods aiid Negroes.^nxaxis,

commonly makes firft for the Coaft near the Harbour of

Porto-Bclloj and in War Time at the Grout within Mofiky-

Key^ a very good PJarbour within four Miles of the Town.
From thence it was ufual for the Merchant or Mafter of the

Ship to fend one who could fpeak Spanijh as many of thcfe

Traders do, to the Town to give Notice of her Arri'val to

the Dealers, who appoint the Time and Place for the Ships

Canoo to attend them. They come accordingly, and having

purchafed as many Negroes and as much dry Goods as they

think fir, they return to the Town, fetch the Money j bring

it aboard atid take the Goods. Here fuch i Ship lies fofne-

E e a tJsQ«8
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times five or fix Weeks trading with the Spaniards^ for after

the firft Market is pretty well over, the Dealers who have

foon Information of her being on the Coaft, come from

Panama over the Ifthmus to trade, travelling like Peafants,

with Mules bearing their Silver in Jars, and if any of the

King's Officers meet them nothing appears but Aleal^ which

they pretend to be carrying to Porto-Bello. But for the moft

Part they travel thro' Woods in Bye-Ways, for Fear of being

difcovered by thofe Officers. When they have bought what

Negroes and Goods their Money will purchafe, which they

fell again up in the Country and get very well by it, the

Goods are made up in little Packs fit for one Man to carry,

and the Engl'ijh fupply them with as much Provifions as will

ferve them Home crofs the Ifthmus to the ^outh Sea^ for they

come far. An EngliJJj Ship lying between Chagre and Porto
' JVow, a Signal was given her from the Caftle of Chagrej and

Hie anchored two Miles from it. The Spaiilards came to

her, and one Merchant bought 70 Negroes and a good Quan-

tity of dry Goods, amounting to 3 or 4000 /. which was

brought on Mules to the Water-fide, Part Gold and Part Sil-

ver, from the Grout ; the Englijh Ship failed to the Bretv

near Carthagena^ where fhe lay to trade with the Merchants

of that City, from which it is about eight Miles diftant.

The People of the Ifland Brew gave thefe Merchants Notice

of her Arrival, and they came and traded as the others did at

the Grout. This trading Ship in about two Months difpofed

of 150 Negroes and a good Cargo of dry Goods, by which

probably the Proprietors cleared 2000 /. more than would

have been got in any other Market ; a plain Proof of the

very great Advantage of this Trade between "Jamaica and

New Spain, of which we fee the Spaniards are fo fond,

that they run as great Hazards in buying the Merchandize,

as the Englijh do in felling it to them.

Something has already been faid of the Trade to the Bay

of Campcachy., we muft now add a Word or two of that to

the Bay of Honduras.

Loptoeod
This Bay has a very difficult Entrance, the Bar being two

cuitmg . or three Miles broad, with only 1 1 Feet Water. As foon as

a Ship is entered, Guns are fired to give the Logwood Cut-

ters Notice of her Arrival, and they foon repair to her to

truck Wood for ftrong Liquors, as Madeira Wine, Rum,
Spirits, Ozinbrigs, Hats and Shoes, of which 4.0 Shillings

the prime Coft, will buy a Ton of Logwood. The Sailors

go 30 Miles up the River to fetch it out of the Lagunes or

Creeks in Canoos : The Logwood Cutters having picked

out a Spot of Ground well fumifhed with Trees, build Huts
or
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1

or rather Tents there of Ozinhrigs, which they find to keep

out the Flies beft, they being fadly peftered wich many Sorts

all over that C(9^ and Country. They cut down the Trees,

bark them, log them, and make them fit for fhipping. The
Guarda la Cojla Ships often difturb the Logwood Traders

both in this Bay and that of Campeachy^ but there are often

fo many of them, that the Spaniards content themfelves

with fpying them and leave them as they found them. Such
Ships run great Danger both in and out of the Harbour, when
xht Guarda la CoJla \s cruifing. This Logwood Trade and
that of Campeachy is fo advantageous, and the Spaniards as

we have feen have fo little Right to thofe Bays by Conqueft or

PolTefTion (as we have fhewn in the Hiftory of the Mufchetoes^

who plainly are the natural Lords of the Soil, and are very

dclirous the Englijh fhould have the Wood) that it is to be
hoped the Spaniards by any future Treaty, fhall not have
any Pretence left to difturb them in it.

Ees THE
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THE

O F T H E

lile of Providence,

CONTAINING

An Account of its Difcovery, Settlement, Cli-

mate, Soil, and all Events relating to it, to

the prefent Times.

THIS Ifland is chief of thofe called the Bahama-
IJlands, and notwichftanding that Charader is fo

inconfiderable in itfelf, that it had been well if ic

had never been difcovered j for all the Advantage
the Inhabitants can pretend it is to England or the other Co-
lonies is, that it lies convenient for Wrecks ; by which they
mean to fave fuch as are driven afhore there, and for Ships

forced thither by Strefs of Weather: And it being fome
Hundreds of Miles out of any Ship's regular Courfe, to or
from any of our Colonies and England^ it is certain we had
never loft any Thing by it had it never been heard of;

The Ifland called Providence was difcovered by CapC.
William Sayle^ who was afterwards Governor of Carolina.

He was driven thither by a Storm, as he was on a Voyage to
the Continent : From him it had the Name of ^^i^^'s Ifland.

This Adventurer returning to Englajid about the Year

^:»667, gave his Employers, the Proprietaries of Carolina^ an
• '

'

Account
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Account of his Difcovery, and they procured a Grant for

this and ail the Bahama-1JlancU to themfelves, their Heirs,

^L. The Excenc of their Grant reaches from 22 to 27 De-
grees N. L. All the Proprietaries of Carolina were nor con-

cerned in the Grant of PrrSidence^ but all the Proprietaries

of Providence were interefted in that of Carolina. They
were fix in Number, and continue ,(b to this Day. Their

Names and Tides were,

George, Duke of Albemarle. Anthony^ Lord JjljJey.

William^ Lord Craven. And
Sir George Carteret. Sh Peter Coll:ton.

John^ Lord Berkley.

Whofe Heirs and Affignees enjoy it at this Time.

Providence Ifland lies in the Center of 4 or 500 Iflands,

fbme of them 160 Miles in Length- others no bigger than

Kmlls or little Rocks, rifing above VVater ; fo that one may
imagine, it mufi; be very dangerous for Ships to be forced a-

mong them in Tempefts.

The moft confiderabie Profit made by the Inhabitants of
Prov'de-ice^ was by the Misfortune of poor Adventurers j

either fuch as were fhipwrecked, or fuch as in a Winter-
Voyage for the Continent of America^ were driven to the

Bahama-IJIartdSj and put into Providence for Provifions •

which, after they had Iain along v/hile beating ofF the Inands,

they ufed to be in great Diftrefs for Want of. 'Tis true, this

Illand had little or none but what came from Carolina, how-
ever, tbe Traders here kept Store-Houfes to fupply thofethac

wanted, and they were a great Relief to the unfortunate Ma-
riners of whom we are fpeaking.

As for Wrecks, the People of Providence, Harhour-Ifland

and Eleuthcra, dealt in them as it is faid the good Men of
Sujfex do : All that came afhore was Prize, and if a Sailor

had, by better Luck than the reft, got alliore as well as his

Wreck, he was not fure of getting off again as well. This
perhaps is Scandal, but it is moft notorious, that the Inhabi-

tants looked upon every Thing they could get out of* a Caft-

away Ship as their own, and were not at any Trouble to en-

quire after the Owners.
The Jile of Providence lies in 25 Degrees N. L. is 28

Miles long, and 11 Miles broad where it is broadeft. It had

the Name of Providence given it by Capt. Sayle., after he had

been a f'econd Time driven upon it, when he was bound for

.

the Continent.

E e 4. The
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The firPc Governor that was fent thkher by the Proprie-

^ j,j^.^_ tarieSj was, ChiUingworth^ Efqj The Time of his

l,"g;wortn, going there we cannot be certain in; it is probable it was
Ef'i'G^-^''' z^onX-XhtXtzr i6-]2. .Several People went ixom England
"'"'

and the other Colonies to lettle there, and living a lewd li-

centious Sort of Life, they were impadent under Govern-

rnent. Mr. Chtilingvm-th could not bring them to Reafon

:

They afTembled tumukuoufly, feized him, fhipped him off

for famaka^ and lived every Man as he thought beft for his

Pleafure and Interefl.

The Proprietaries found they had an unruly Colony to deal

with, and it was a very fmall Encouragement for any one to

put himfelf into their Hands, after the Treatment Mr. Ch'il-

lirgworth met with from them: However, fix or feven Years

afcer he was fent away, the Lords Proprietaries made
.:— Chrk, Clcirk^ Efq; Governor, whofe Fate was worfe ftill than his

£.'V> (jui'^r- PredecelTor's j for the Spaniards 50 Years ago, being jealous
""'^'

of every new Colony of the Englijh towards the South, came

upon them in the Ifle of Providence^ deftroyed all their

S'ock, which they could not or would not carry 6fF, and

took the Governor away with them in Chains, having burnt

the few Cottages that were upon the Place. The Inhabi-

tants deferred it afcer this, and removed to other Colonies.

Mr. Trct^ one of Governor Clark's Succeflbrs, informed

the Writer of this Relation, that the Spaniards roafted Mr.
• CLirkon a Spit after they had killed him; but perhaps that

is faid to encreafe the Terror of the Story, and might do

better in a Poem than a Hlfiory. Tis certain they killed him,

and that after this Invafion the Ifland was uninhabited till a-

bout the Time of the Revolution, when feveral Perfons re-

moved thither from Europe and the Continent-^ among whom
was Mr. Thomas Bulkley^ who has printed a large Account of

his Sufferings there, during the arbitrary Government of one

.CsJwniin- Cadivallader Jones^ whom the Lord Proprietaries made Go-
der fo-es vcmor upon this fecond Settlement of Providence in the
Co'jcraur.

year 1690. He arrived there the 19th of June^ and was

received by all the Inhabitants with the Refped due to his

^i(pcai to Quality : But fays Bulkely, he foon difcovered the Weaknefs

taftr, p. I. of his Judgment^ the Wickednefs of his Inclination^ and his

DifaffeSlion to his Majefifs Perfon and Government : For the

Proprietaries of Carolina have not been unhappy in the

Choice of their Governors in that Province only. My Au-

thor writes of this Jones^ That all his vile Practices were pa-
Pa^. 10 & tiently hern hy the People^ till they became fo numerous and hei-
''*'

nous as to be intolerable.

The
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The Inhabitants groaning unde^ the Oppreflion of this

Governor, lived in an abominable Slavery ; and that the

Reader may form an Idea of the Tyranny of Governors in

Proprietary Governments, we fhall report fome of the moft
material Crimes this Perlbn was guilty of; and it is Pity his

Hiflory is not an Example of Terror, to all fuch as under his

Character commit the fame Outrages againll Rcafon, Jul-

tice, and Virtue.

He endeavoured to cre£l: and maintain in himfelf an abfo-

Jute unlimited Power, to govern according to his Will and

Pleafure. He aflumed royal Prerogatives, and arrogantly

ufed the royal Stile. He confer'd Honours, and inverted

the Perfons ib dignified by him, with the Privileges of the

Peers of Evgland. He pardoned capital Offenders, feized

the publick Treafure, wafted and cortverted it to his own
Ufe. He neglf.'cted the Defence of the IQand, imbeziled

the Stores of Powder, converted the Lords Proprietaries

Royalties to his own Ufe, invited the Pirates to come to the

Port. He refufed to take the Oaths to King William and

and Queen Mary at his Entrance into his Office, Vv'hen one
of the Lords Proprietaries Deputies tendered them to him.

In a Speech he made to the People he declared. He would
have a free 'Trade^ and nothing to do with the Ring's damned

Officers. He intercepted Letters without Caufe, put the moll
ignorant, indigent and vicious Perfons into the greateft Of-
^ces of Honour, Power, and Truft. He highly carefled

thofe Pirates that came to Providence. He arbitrarily im-
poled Fines on feveral Perfons ; he conftirutcd himfelf De-
puty to the Chief of the Lords Proprietaries, Treafurer,

Provoft-Marfha), and chief Secretary of the Province, and
put his own Creatures into thofe Places under him. He com-
monly imprifoned Perfons without Caufe or Warrant. He "

denied to grant Writs of Procefs at Law, when defired a-

gainft his Favourites, who were ufually the vil-ji of the Peo-

ple. He refufed to profecute one of them, who had ftoln

14. great Guns belonging to New Providence. He pardoned

and difcharged Pirates without Trial. He gave Commiflions
to Pirates without, and contrary to the Advice of the Coun-
cil. By Colour of one of thcfe Commijfions (according to Mr,
Bulkhfs Narrative) a Ship belonging to Bermudas, being in

Penfylvania River was piratically taken^ and had been carried

out to Sea^ ij fame of the People of that Place had not gone out

armed after the Pirates^ and forcibly recovered the Vef'cl from
them., they jujiifying their Fillainy by their Commijfion and In-

firuil ions from thefaid Jones.

I He
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He wilfully negleded to call a General Affembly, till fix

Months after the Time appointed by the Lords Proprietaries

Inftrudtions, and governed by Orders of a Junfto, which he

imperioufly commanded the Aflembly to pafs into Laws.

While that AfTcmbly v/as fitting, be direded his Son who
was Captain of a Ship in the Port, to lay her fo as to bring

all her Guns to bear upon the Houfe where the General Af"-

fembly was fitting. He abruptly diffolved them, while Mat-
ters of the greateft Importance to the Province were depend-

ing, tit confpired with his Creatures and Pirates, to banifli

fome of the moil virtuous and ufeful Inhabitants, without

lawful Caufe or Trial. He faid, it V7as high Treafon to fign

a Petition for the fitting of a General Airembly. In which

one may fee, how petty Plebeian Tyrants agree with the fo-

vereign imperial ones, in their Dread of Parliaments.

Thefe and many more flagitious Practices, are recorded

by Bnlkley againft Jones', and the People being no longer

able to bear with him, Mr. Bulkley who was then Deputy

Secretary, exhibited a Charge of High Treafon againft him,

upon which he was feized and imprifoned.

The Government devolved upon the Council, and they

... declared Mr. Gilbert Jjhley Prdfident, putting out a Procla-

}\niieyPr£-niation, requiring all the Inhabitants of the Bahama-Ijlands

jidmi. " to yield their ready Obedience to the faid Prefident. This

Proclamation was dated the 24th of January 165)2, and

Cgned by two Deputies of the Lords Proprietaries, and five

AiTembly Men, who were alfo Counfellors ^ viz. by

Col. Bciven Clawfon, 1 jy^-^^^^^^
Thomas Comber^ Efq; J *

Mr. Nicholas Spen-cer^

Mr. Thomas Higginbotham,

Mr. Ifrael Jonesy VAfTembly-Men.
Mr. John Ogley

Mr. George DumarifquCy

Jones being thus confined, himfelf and his Friends were

alarmed, knowing the Inveteracy of the Accufer, and but

too well the Guilt of the Accufed. The Governor defired

the Council to permit him to go to Mr. Bulkle/% Houfe, and

try if he could prevail with hitn to withdraw his Accufation.

He was permitted; and coming to him, promifed to reftore

him to all the Offices he had taken from him, to make Repa-

ration of the Damage he had done him, to govern according

to his Directions, nor do any Thing of a publick Nature

without his Advice, After
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After much Difcourfe, Bulkley replied. He Jhould have

known in due Time, the Ihings that belonged to his own and
the puhlick Peace and Profijerity, hut noiv it was too late

:

Xhat his Bufinefs was to make the beji Preparation he could^

to clear himfelf of the heavy Charge that lay againji him •

which if he could do^ it would be for Ins Honour as well as

Safety^ and the Law tvoidd give him Advantage enough agaivfi

his Accufer^ who neither expected nor def.red any Favourfrom
him infuch a Cafe. Bulkley added, he Jhould incur Mifprifion

of Treafon^ by complying with his Deftres. Jones anfwered,

tVill you have my Heart's Blood?

The Accufacion againft the late Governor was publidied,

and Mr. Bulkley bound in 500 /. Bond to profecute him. But

fones refolved to lave thera that Trouble- and to ufe the ,

V/ords of his Accufer, fo7ne defperate Rogues^ Pirates and
others^ gathered together an ignorant jcdiiious Rabble, who on

the T.'jth of February 1692,, with Force of Arms re/cued the

Governor
J

proclaimed him again, and reflored him to the

Exercije of his defpotick Power.

Now it was Bulklefs turn to fufrer. Whether guilty or

not guilty, was not the Qucition ? He was devoted to Per-

fecution ; and the fame armed Rabble going to his Houfe
feizcd him, iliut him up in a clofe dark Confinement, threat-

ened him with the Torture, and forced him to deliver all

the Books having any Relacion to his Office of Deputy-

Secretary.

The Leaders of this Rabble were,

Daniel Jackfon. Charles iVainzvright.

Thomas IVake. Samuel Coverley.

Thomas Witter. Satnuel Lhtnfcomb.

JlAartin Cock. Richard Carpenter.

Robert Bolten. foftas Ap Owen.
Lancellot Laivfcn, Blackden Docden.

William Srnith. And

Nathaniel Shepherdfon, who was a Rebel to King Wdliamy
having ferved his Enemies againft his Subjcds, and lliared in

the Booty the French took from the Englijh ; of which he was
accufed by two Witnetles, yet Jones permitted him to refidc

in Providence, to take a Man's Wife there, and live in open
Adultery with her, if I^.lr. Bulkley may be credited. He v/as

one of this Governor's Confidents, and a main Inftrumenc

of his Tyranny, as wasalfo Bartholomew M.rcicr^ a French-

man; by whom Bulkley and his Wife were inhumanly ufed,

I infomuch
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infomuch that the latter dying fhortly after, declared folemn-
ly on- her Death-^ed before feveral WitnefTes, and figned a
Declaration to the fame Purpofe, that Cadwallader'^Jones,
Martin Cock, Bartholo?new Mercier, Thomas Cumber, Robert
Bolton and others, were the Occafion of her Death.

John Graves arriving from England fome Months after

Mr. g^//^/^ had procured his Enlargement, upon delivering
up his Books accufed him of High Treafon, for his Proceed-
ings in the Accufation; and Bulkley was put in Irons aboard
the Governor's Son's Ship, which was lately come from Bar-'
hados, tho' a peftilential Diftemper was aboard.

This was not the worft of their Defigns againft Mr. Bulk-
ley^ they confpired to get him by Force aboard a Pirate's

, Ship, and the Pirate promifed to make him away, by leaving
him on fome defolate Ifland or otherwife ; which he having
Notice of, hid in the Woods till the Pirate failed.

Martin Cock alfo laid a Defign to have him affaffinated,

which being difcovered in Time was prevented. Jones then
fent to Harbour-JJlandrnd' Eleuihera, to fee if he could pack
a Jury to do5«//fA;''s Bufinefs; which he could not do, the
latter being looked upon to be a Sore of Confeflbr in his

Country's Caufe.

Bulkley was kept Prifoner till the Arrival of Nicholas Trott,

Efqi with a ComniifTion from the Lords Proprietaries, to be
Governor in the Place of Cadwallader Jones, Mr. Trott al-
lowed Mr. Bulkley a fair Trial, and he was acquitted. After
which he charged Jones again with High Treafon.
What Reafon the new Governor had to give his Prede-

ceflTor Leave to go off the Ifland, without coming to a legal
Trial, we know not: The Fad is true, and to us there feems
fo much juft Caufe of Complaint againft him, that he ought
to have been brought to condign Punifliment, for abufmtr
the Power put into his Hands.

^

Bulkley pretended to have loft 4000 /. by the Perfecution
of this Governor Jones : But that feems a little improbable,
for an Eftate of 4000 /. is a Thing that has hardly been heard
of in the Bahatna- I/lands.

When he came to England, he applied to the King by the
Earl of Portland, and was ordered to leave all his Papers
with, Sir JVilliam Trumball^ Secretary of State. What Re-
drefs he found we know not, and what he deferved let the
Reader judge.

By this Time the Town at Providence was grown fo con-
fiderable, that it was honoured with the Name of Najfau ;and before Mr. Trott's Government expired, there were 160
Houfes: So that it was as big as the Cities of St. James and
bt. Axar/s, in Maryland and Firginia. The
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The Harbour of Najfau is formed by Hog-IJIand^ which

belongs to Mr. Trott. It runs along parallel to it five Miles

in Length, lying Ealt and Weft. At the Entrance of the

Harbour is a Bar, over which no Ship of 500 Ton can pafs;

but within the Bar, the Navy Royal of England might fafely

ride.

In the Town of Najfau there was a Church in Mr. Trott's

Time, and he began a Eort in the Middle of it, which with

his Houfe made a Square. This Fort was mounted with 28
Guns and fome Demi- Culvers.

In the Year 1^)95, the IVinchefier Man of War coming
from Jamaica in Company with other Ships, drove off and

on between the Bahama Shoals and Cape Florida^ and had the

Mii-tortune to run alTiore on the Rocks called the Martiers^

lying to the Southward of that Cape.

There never was a Man of War at Providence., unlefs A'

vcrfs the Pirate's Ship may be reckoned one, for it carried 46
Guns, and coming at a Time when the Inhabitants .were in

an ill State of Defence, it was to no Purpofe for them to

ftand out againfthim. But by theCharacier we have had of
the People of Providence., we cannot think that Pirate who
was very rich, was unwelcome to them.

iVJr. Trott aflfurcd the Author, there were but 70 Men at

that Time upon the liland both able and difable, and Avery

had 1 00 as ifout Men aboard as ever he faw. It fo, no Re-
fiftance the Governor could make, could be fuppofed to be

llrong enough to prevent the Pirate's beating down the

Town, and taking that by Force, which when he was re-

ceived as a Friend he paid for, and gave very good Rates to.

Thus we fee in what the Trade of this Place chiefly con-

fifted, and who frequented it moft. 'Twas very unfortunate

that there fliould be only 70 Men upon the Ifland at that

Time, when a little before and a little after there were 200
Men, which was the greatcft Number that could ever be

muftered in the Bahama- IJlands: For befides Providence^

there are Settlements on Hat-botir-IjIand and Eleuthera. Har-
bour-ijland is fo called from the Goodnefs of the Harbour.

'Tis 20 Leagues from Providence.^ and has about 20 Houfes
upon it. Eleuthera is nearer, but has not fo many Houfes.

Sonietimes there are two or three Families on fome of the

other lilands.

I'he inhabitants of thefe Iflands, on Elg^^ioiis of Aflem-
b!y-Men and other publick Occalions, go to Najfau in Pro-

vidence to give their Votes. The Affembly conhfted of 20
Members, chofen by the Inhabitants of all the J (lands met
together for Lh.ic Purpofe j for the Province not being divided

into
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into Precindls, they had no other Way of choofing their Re-
prefentatives.

The Fort which Mr. Trott built, was fuch a Security in his

Titpe to the IJland^ that tho' the French landed feveral

Times, they could make nothing of their Defcent^ but the

Governor was To bard put to it for Want of Men, that half
|

the People was always upon the Guard at a Time, and Duty i

. was fo long and came about fo fall, the Inhabitants were ter-

ribly fatigued. The French made feveral Attempts in this

Governor's Time, but were unfuccefsfui in all of them.

Mr. Trott continued in his Government till the Year I

i<^97, at which Time the Lords Proprietaries nominated
*

Kkholas Nicholas Webb^ Eiq; Governor of the Baha?na-ljlandi^ and
-webS, Efq;

j^jj^g ll/{ll\ain was pleafed in Council to approve of their
mw.

j^Qjjjjj^^^JQj^ . gy which we perceive his Majefty's Approba*

tion was then thought necefifary.

The Oaths appointed by the A<fts of Trade and Navigation,

l£c. to be taken by the refpedive Governors of his Majefty's

Plantations, were tendered to Mr. Web at the Council Board,

2nd having taken them, he had the Honour to kifs his Majef-

ty's Hand.

There happened nothing memorable in this Governor's

Time: The Peace in Europe prevented Wars in America-^

Wrecks and Pirates were the only Hope of Providence^ there

being no Produ6t to trade with except Brafdetto Wood and

Salt. At Xuma in this Ifland, great Quandties of Salt were

made, which the People exported to the Continent and oEhet

Iflands.

Carolina being the neareft Colony to this, the People of

Providence traded moft thither. 'Tis about a Week's Sail to

Carolina^ and i o Days Sail back, becaufe of the ftrong Cur-

rent in the Gulph of Florida. One would wonder why this

Place fliouldnot produce Provifions fufiFiCient for lOoo Souls,

and more there never were there, fince we have been told by

a Gentleman who was Governor of Providence^ that Peafe

came up in fix Weeks Time, and Indian Corn in 12.

When this liland was in its moft flouriHiing Condition^

there were 3 or 400 Blacks upon it \ and Mr. Lightivood at-

tempted 10 fet up a Sugar-Work, which he brought to fomtf

Perfedion, rhe Soil being fertile but (hallow. He built a

Sugar-Mill, and others were preparing to follow his Example,

when the French and Spaniards pur an End to all their Projeds.-
_

Lowth. Vol. There have been Whales found dead on the Shore here,
.

It- f • ^^J"- viath a Sperm all over their Bodies ; but my Author who had

been upon the Place writes, he could never hear of any of

that Sort that were killed by any, fuch is theif Fiercenefe
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and Swifinefs. One fuch Whale is worth many Hundred
Pounds. They are very ftrong, and in-laid with Sinews all

over their Body, which may be drawn out 30 Fathom long.

The Fifh at Providence arc many of them poifonous, iby,

bringing a grent Pain on the Joints of chofe that eac them,

which continues fo for fome fhort Time, and at laft with two
or three Days itching the Pain is rub'd off. Thofe of the

fame Species, Size, Shape, Colour, and Tafte are one of

them Poifon, the other not in the leaft hurtful; and thofe

that are, are only fo to fome of the Company. The Dif-

temper never grows mortal to Men, Dogs and Cats are

fometimes killed by it. In Men that have once had that Dif-

eafe, upon the firlt eating of Fifli tho' it be thofe that are

wholefom, the poilonous Ferment in their Body is, revived by

it, and their Pain encreafed.

Mr. Richard Stafford, whom we have mentioned in our

Account of the Bermudas- IJlands fays, in fome Obfervations

of his communicated to the Royal Society. Many rare

Things might be difcovered in New Providence, if the People

were hut encouraged. 'Tis flored with Variety of Fijh and
Fowly and with divers Sorts of Trees and other Plants, whofe

Qualities an not yet knoiun.

Ambergreafe has been found here, but in no great Quan-
tities; and the Inhabitants were never in a very thriving

Condition,

The Governors talked as big as if they had been Vice-

Roys of Peru
J
they told €very one they had Power of Life

and Limb, and could not bear to be thought dependent on
the Government of Carolina, tho' it looked fomething like

it : For the Proprietaries ufed, when any Difference hap-

pened between the People of Providence and their Gover-
nor, to fend Orders to the Governor of Carolina to infpecft

Matters, and order them as they fhould think moft con-

venient.

Here v^/cve Courts of Juftice of all Denominations, as in

JVefminficr-hatl, and the Inhabitants were fo litigious, that

not a Burough in Cornwall could compare with them ; which
is the more amazing, becaufe they had not much to quarrel

for or to fpare for Law.
To Mr. IVcb fucceeded Ellas Hajket, Efq; in the Go- EliasHaf-

vernment of the Bahama-ljlands^ about the Year 1700. kct, f/^i

He found an unruly People, and they were the more fo, for
^''""'^o'''

few Wrecks had happened lately, and the Pirates began to

fpend their Money cllewhere. Whatever was the Occafion,
the Inhabitants were in a little Time fo out of Humour with
Mr. Hajketj that they feized him, put him in Irons and

fent
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fent him away, taking upon them to choofe a Governor for

Ellis Lighr-themfelves ; and that Choice fell on Ellis Lightwood, Efqj

wood, Efq,'m whofe Time the Settlements were deftroyed : For in yuly
Governor.

1703, the Spaniards and French from Petit Guaves landed,

furprized the Fort, took the Governor Prifoner, plundered

and llripped the Englijh., burnt the Town of Naffiiu all but

Mr. Lightivcod^s Houfe, together with the Church, fpoilt

the Fort and nailed up the Guns. They carried off the Go-
vernor and about half the Blacks. The rell faved them-

felves in the Woods : But in Oiiober they came again, and

picked up moft of the Remainder of the Negroes.

Mr. Lightwood having procured his Liberty by Exchange
or Ranfom, came to CaroUjia^ and going off thence in a

Veffel on fome Adventure was never fince heard of.

The EngUJh Inhabitants of the Bahama's after this fecond

Invafion, thought it in vain to ttay longer- fo they removed
fome to Carolina^ fome to Virginia^ and fome to New
England.

'

Birch, The Proprietaries however appointed Birchy Efqj

Efq; Gover-to go over Govcmor of Providence y who not hearing that
*""'•

the Inhabitants had deferted the Ifland went thither, but find-

ing it a Defert, he did not give himfelf the Trouble to open

his Commiffion. He tarried there two or three Months,

and was all that while forced to fleep in the Woods. After

which he came back, and left the Place uninhabited, as it re-

mains at prefent : But it is expected, that as foon as the Go-
vernment of the Ifland is fettled, and Meafures taken to de-

fend if, the Wrecks and other Advantages will tempt People

to venture upon a third Settlement.

There was a Projed on Foot, warmly follicited by John
Graves, one of Bulklefs Perfecutors, to get the Nomination
of the Governor out of the Hands of the Proprietaries. We
ihall fee how it was efFedted.

The Proprietaries then were,

IFilliamj Lord Craven, Palatine of the Ifland of Pro-
vidence, &c.

Henry, Duke of Beaufort.

ff^illiam. Lord Berkley.

"John, Lord Carteret.

The Honourable Maurice JJhley, Efq;

Sir John Collitony Baronet.

This
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This and the other Bahama-IJlands were looked upon to

be fo neceflary for the Security of our Trade in the Weji'

Indiesy that the Parliament of England have not thought it

unworthy of their Care, as well to have it cleared of Pirates,

as to defend it againft both Spaniards and French^ who find its

Situation very convenient to annoy or befriend their Com-
merce, In Queen Anne's War, both Spaniards and French

overrun and plundered the Bahama-IJlands twice, upon
which in March 17 14, at a Time when the Adminiftration

in England was in the Hands of thofe who had not its In-

tereft, efpecially as to Commerce, very much at Heart, Yet
the Houfe of Lords addreffed her Majefty, that the Ifland of
Providence might be put into a Pofture of Defence. Their

Lordfliips obferving, // would be offatal Confequeuce^ if the

"B^hTimz-lQAwAs Jhouldfall into the Hands of an Enemy. They
therefore humbly pray her Majefty to take the faid Iflands

into her own Hands, and give fuch Order for their Security

as in her royal Wifdom fhe fhould think fit. But nothing

was done, and for the future Guidance of fuch as have it in

their Power to do good Offices for our American Colonies,

it is not improper to remember, that their Lordfliips foyjr

Years after took Notice of that Negled, in an Addrefs to

his late Majefty King George. There were not any the leajl

Means ufed in Co?npliance with that Advice for fecuring the

Bahama-Iflands, and that then the Pirates had a Lodgment

with a Battery on Harbour-Ifland, and that the ufual Retreat

and general Receptaclefor the Pirates are at Providence. Here-

upon his Majefty was pleafed to give Directions for diflodging

thefe Pirates, and make Sectlements and a Fortification for its

Security and Defence.

Purfuant to this Addrefs, Capt, Woodes Rogers was appointed Captain

Governor, the fame Perfon which went with the Duke 2nd^°°^"
^,

Dutchefs of Bri/iol to the South Sea and made a profperous
^g^J^,

Voyage eight Years before. He failed for Providence in April

1 718, taking with him a naval Force for fubduing the Pirates.

In the mean Time Col. Bennet Governor of Bermudas fenC

a Sloop to that Ifland, requiring them to furrender therofelves

purfuant to the late Proclamation. The Pirates who were

then on the Ifland very gladly accepted of the Mercy offered

them thereby, and promifed to furrender themfelves as loon

as they could get Paflage to the Engli/h Colonies, adding they

did not doubt but their Fellows, who were at Sea, would

gladly do the fame after their Example ; accordingly Captain

Henry Jennings and 15 others, immediately followed the

Sloop to Bermudas and furrendered themfelves, and Captain

Lejlie znd Captain Nichols with a good Number of their Pi-

yoL.II. Ff lates,



434 *I^e Hi/lory of ViovidQncc.

rates, fent Word that they would alfo furrender. The above-

mentioned Proclamation was brought hither by Capt. Peers

in the Phenix Frigate, lately ftationed at New-York. Be-

fides the above, lurrendered Capt. Hornigold, Capt. Burges,

and in the whole as many of their Men as amounted to 114.,

which were followed by many more ; however Piracy was not

fuppreffed, nor did IVoodes Rogers 2in(^er the Expdations of

thole chat employed him, tho' at his Arrival here he feemed

very zealous in the Service he was fent for. He arrived at

Nojfau in Providence in July 171 8. Va?ie one of the Cap-

tains of the Pirates knowing what Errand he came upon, to

reduce thofe Robbers by the Proclamation or by Force,

caufed a French Ship of 22 Guns which he had taken to be

fet on Fire, intending to make Ufe of her as a Firefliip, to

burn the Rofe Frigate which came with Woodes Rogers:, and

indeed the Rofe would have been in great Danger, had (he

nor got off in Time by cutting her Cables. But Vane's bold

and rafli Attempt could not have fecured him, for befides the

Rofe there were at Hand the Mllford Man of War, and the

aboard which was the Governor ; thefe were foon after

feen ftanding in for the Harbour oiNaJfau^ upon which Vane

and about 50 of his Men made off in a Sloop. The Gover-

nor fent a Sloop with fufficient Force after them, but the

Pirates got off, and the Milford and the ran aground

coming into the Harbour, which fliews its Entrance to be

very dangerous, or the Pilot very ignorant or carelefs ; one

of the King's Ships being under his Pilotage, and aboard the

'• " a Navigator, who ten Years before had rounded the

World, as did Sir Francis Drake.

The 27th of y^/y, Mr. Woodes Rogers came afliore, took

Pofleflion of the Fort, and caufed his Majefty's Commiflion

to be read in Prefence of the Officers, Soldiers and about

300 People, whom he found there at his Arrival, which had

been almoft daily exercifed in Arms for their Defence, in

Cafe of Attack by Spaniards or French. As for the Pirates,

they were not in fo great Fear of them, mofl: of them having

been themfelves of the Fraternity who had furrendered and

made their Peace with the Government. Woodes Rogers

brought with him above 100 Soldiers, and this joint Force,

which was and might eafily have been ftill farther recruited,

was fufficient to fecure the Bahama-1flands ^ainfl: any En-
terprises of the French and Spaniards.

Mr. Rogers fet himfelf to regulate the Government, and
reftore Order in it which had been neglected feveral Years

paft. Of the Adventurers who came with him, fix were no-

minated to be of the Council, as were alfo ia. of the In-

habitants
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habitants who had never been Pirates themfelves, but onq
cannot conceive that in a Place where thofe Robbers v/ere

almoft always Mafters and always welcome, that any one of
the Inhabitants had not rendered himfelf criminal in the Eye
of the Law. Thefe Counfellors are diftinguiflied from the

new Comers by the Italick Charader.

The Governor and Council of the Bahama-IJlands in the

Year 1715?.

Captain Woodes Rogers, Governor.

Counfellors.

Mr. Robert Beaucharap. Mr. Nathaniel Taylor.

Mr. William Fairfax. Mr. Richard Tljompfon.

Mr. Wingate Gale. Mr. Edward Hohnes.

Mr. George Hooper. Mr. Thomas Barnard.

Mr. Chriftopher Gale. Mr. Thomas Spencer.

Mr. Thomas Walker. Mr. Samuel Watkins.

Judge of the Admiralty Mr. IVilUam Fairfax.

Captain of the Independent Company, Capt, Woodes Rogers,

Collcdtor of the Cuftoras, Mr. John Graves.

Secretary Mr. Ri.bard Beauchamp.
Chief Jufticeand Regifter, Mr. Chrijlopher Gale.

Provoit Marflial, Mr. William Watkins.

Naval Officer, Mr. George Hooper.

Thefe Officers had their Powers from England directly.

As foon as the Governor and Council had fettled their

Board, about 200 of thofe that had been Pirates furrendered

ihemfelves to them, had Certificates of their Surrender, and
took the Oaths of Allegiance, as did voluntarily the greareft

Part of the Inhabitants of Providence:^ where in a few
Years after, were computed to be near 1500 Souls. Out of
thefe are formed three Companies of Militia, under Officers

of their own Ifland. Thefe Companies take their Turn '

every Night in the Town Guard at Najfau^ and the inde-

pendent Company are always upon Duty in the Fort here,

and another of eight Guns ereded at the Eaftermoft En-
trance into the Harbour. There is or was lately a Guard
Ship in the Road well provided for Defence. If there is

Deficiency in any of thefe Articles, every one of which is

of the laft Importance, the concerned will doubilefs take

F f z Care
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Care to have it amended. The Inhabitants did not only

fee their Negroes at Work upon the Repairs of Fort

Najfou and the ereding the other at the Harbour Mouth,
but worked alfo themfelves upon the Forts and clearing

the Ground within Gun-fhot from Brufhwood and Shrubs,

as alfo paiifading the faidForrs which are or were in good
Condition and very defenfible. The Number of Houfes
are increafed according to that of the Inhabitants,

and are computed at near 300 in the Town of Naffau,
There are here great Convenience for Building, as Stone,

Lime and Timber in Plenty ; neither would there be
any Want of Bread, the Soil being very produdive of
Corn was it well cultivated, nor of frefh Provifions if the

Inhabitants will by their Induftry anfwer the Bounty of
Nature.

kx. Eleuthera-IJland ixt now about <^o Families. Here is

a Company of Militia formed out of the Inhabitants, under

Command of Mr. Holmes as Deputy Goternor.

At Hot hour-IJJand are about 70 Families and a like Company
of Militia, under the Government of Mr. Thompfon^ both

thefe Governors being at their Eilablifhment Members of

the Council of Providence. In each of thefe Iflands is a

fmall Fort of fix or eight Guns.
As a Proof of the iirong Propenfity of the People of this

Ifland, to make their Market by Piracy, we muft add, that

Vane the Pirate before-mentioned, after his Efcape from Prc-

vidence.^ took two good Prizes belonging to Carolina. A
Merchant of Najfauj as he is called, having obtained Leave
of the Governor to go a Turtling, went in a Sloop under

that Pretence to trade with Fane, and accordingly traded with

that Pirate j in queft of whom was fent from this Harbour
Capt. Hornigold before-mentioned, who had been a Pirate

himfelf : He found Vane too ftrong for him, but he met with

and took the Turtling Sloop, and the Merchant's illicite Trade
being plainly proved, he was fent in Chains to England.

We have mentioned that the Propriety of this and the Ba-
ha7na-IJlands was in the Proprietaries of Carolina.^ but by
what legal Title they pretended to it, or what Reafon they

had to affert a Right, which their fo little Care of the Iflands

was alone fufficient to have vacated, we know not. The
Government of England had been at a very great Expence
for the Security and Improvement of thefe Iflands, and as
the original Right feems to be there lodged, we fuppofe a
Grant of them was iffued to the Lord Londonderry^ Brother
in Law to Earl Stanhope^ which was litigated by the Lord
Craven^ in Behalf of the Propriet|ries of the Carolina

3 Charter.
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Charter. I muft confefs it is in me againft the Grain, to treat

of transforming the Right of the Liberty and Property of

Englijhmen from one to another without their Confent, and

very often againft it by Grants and Charters for the. Profit of

particular Perfons, very far from deferving them by their

publick Services.

In the Year 1715, oneCapt. Juan de la Valle Deputy of

t\it Spanijh Commerce, being fent by the Governor of the

Havana to Jamaica to demand the Money fifhed up out of
the wrecict Flota's on the Coaft of Florida and the Bahama-
Ijlandsj pretended in a Memorial he delivered to the Gover-
nor and Council of Jamaica

J
that thefe Bahatna-Ifands be-

longed to the King of Spain and were Part of his Dominions.

The Governor and Council fay in Anfwer, We can no Ways
admit that the B2Lh2LTUZ-\i\^nds are Part of the Dominions of the

King of Spain, but look upm the fame to be his Britannick Ma-
jefifs. A very.juft Anfwer, but not fpirited enough to cor-

refpond with the Infolence of the Spaniards Claims. The
Dutch and French have the fame Right to the Bahama-
Iflands as the Spaniards^ having been often thrown afliore

and wrecked upon thefe Iflands. If the feizing and pofTef-

ing Part of them for a certain Time give a Title, the Englijh

have a good one to the beft Parts and Places in the Spanijh

Wejl-Indies. The pretended Claim of the Spaniards to the

Empire of America, is exadtly in the Spirit and Stile of their

Countryman Don ^ixot : The brave Vernon is now teach-

ing them more Moderation and Sobriety in this Article.

The Inhabitants of Providence did for feveral Years make
good Advantages of the Salt Pans in the Bahama-Ifands^
but the Difturbances and Changes here put a Stop to that

Work, which we hear is now revived to the great Benefit of

our Colonies.

Mr. Rogers before-mentioned, returned to England fome

Time after to folicite Recruits of all Kinds for this Colony,

which as he told me himfelf he had great Hopes of obtaining. •

But whether it was he or his Succelfor Capt. Fiizwilliams that

procured an independent Company to be fent thither we
cannot tell. But certain it is fuch a Force was very neceiTary

there, and indeed will always be fo, confidering the Spaniards

and French look on the Poffeffion of thofe Iflands by the

Englijh with an envious Eye, not for the Beauty of the

Country or the Fertility of the Soil, but for the Commodi-
oufnefs of their Situation to annoy and diflrefs them in their

Navigation.

Ffs This



438 ^fhe Hiflory of VrovidencQ.

This independent Company of Soldiers continued there

fome Years, but having no Augmentation of Pay as in Ja-
maica^ &c. they firfl: murmured and then mutinied.

,6 On the 27th of March i73(^, a little after eight at Night,

Muth'y of
• feveral Soldiers of this Garrifon (who it feems for fome Time

the Soldiers, before, had been combining to rife and take the Fort, in Or-
der to facilitate their Differtion) knocked down the Corporal

and feveral Soldiers, who they imagined would not be of their

Party, feized the Fort Gate, furprized the Centinels at their

Pofts and took Pofleffion of the whole Garrifon.

The Governor who was then in his own Houfe drinking a

Glafs of Wine with two or three Gentlemen, being informed

of this Mutiny by one of the Centinels who made his Efcape
' over the Fort Wall, immediately fnatched up a Sword, and

ordered the Centinels that guarded his Houfe in the Night to

follow him, and ran down to the Fort, imagining that if

he could by any Means get in with three or four People, his

Prefence would with the Lofs of one or two, form a Party

ftrong enough to overpower the Mutineers : But he no fooner

approached the Fort Gate, and called out to one of the

Serjeants who was juft before him to endeavour to fecure it,

than half a Dozen Muskets were fired at him, whereupon he

ordered thofe Soldiers he brought with him to return the

Fire ; which one of them had no fooner done, than a Volley

was fired from the Baftions between which the Governor and
the few People with him were, whereby the Serjeant before-

mentioned juit before him was ftiot through the Arm, and

many Places through his Clothes, and the Centinel almoft

clofe at his left Hand received a mortal Wound whereof he
foon died, and the Gentlemen who followed the Governor
from his Houfe, being but a little Way from him were much
endangered, for by this Time the firing from all Parts of the

Garrifon became general, occafioned it is believed by the

Governor's being overheard to order People to run to fome
Buildings in the Town for Ladders, in order to endeavour
to get over the Fort Walls.

The firfc Battle being over, and the Mutineers having fe-

cured all the Arms and Ammunition in the Fort, they began
to fire the great Gun» at two or three Veffels in the Harbour,
with Defign to make them come down near the Fort, and
alfo at the Governor's Houfe. In the mean Time he was
getting as ipany of the Inhabitants as he could together in

order to inveil the Fort, but finding he could not fuddenly

get a fufficicnt Number of them to perform that Service, he
had R.ecourfe to a Stratagem, which was as follows. The
Governor having detached Mr. Stewart, his Surgeon, with a

few
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if^ Men to reinforce artd command a fmall Number of the
People of the Country who were gone to the Magazine*
went about a Mile to the Eaftward of the Town, where
Capt. Charles of this Ifland had removed a Scooner of his

out of Sight of the Fort, and on Board this VeflTel the Gover-
nor put fome Powder and Bali, brought on Purpofe from the

Magazine, and ordered about 35 chofen Men of the Illand

to be under the Command of Capt. Walker and Mr. ^am.
Lawfordy with Directions to get under Sail at a Moment's
Warning ; for by this Time the Governor had Notice that

about 18 of the Mutineers had feized a fmall Sloop in the

Harbour, and that a Party of them had broke open the com-
mon Jail and taken out a French Seaman (committed a Week
before for endeavouring to carry off fome Soldiers) to be
their Pilot, and that they purpofed farther to get the Gover-
nor into their Pofleffion if poflible. But finding themfelves

difappointed in this laft Part of their Scheme, and having

been repulfed at the Magazine which they went to blow up,

they to the Number of 42 broke open the Provilion Store-

houfe and a Place where there was fome new Clothing (and

having equipped themfelves and the Sloop, and nailed up fome
of the Guns that pointed to the Harbour's Mouth) went on
Board, and itt fail about three a Clock the next Morning ;

at the fame Inftant Capt. Walker weighed, purfued and kept

in Sight of them all Night, without being feen by them till

Day Light, which was fuch a Surprize and bred fuch a Con-
fufion among them, that they were foon taken without any

Damage or Lofs on either Side.

Upon this they were carried back, and the next Day every

Man of them was convided and fenrenced to Death, 12 of

the moft notorious and the French Pilot were forthwith ex-

ecuted, the latter at the Maft Head of his own Veflel.

Thefe poor Wretches declared upon their Death, that

they intended to fpill no more Blood than might happen in

their own Defence, and that their View in attempting to

take the Governor, was only to fecure him and thereby their

own Efcape, and Mr. Stewart^ as being one always adlive

to execute the Governor's Commands on Emergencies of

this Kind, their whole Defign being only to get from a Place

where the Pay is fcarce fufficient to fupport human Nature,

there being no additional Allowance for thera here as in Ja-
maica and other Places.

Ff4 THE
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THE

HISTORY
O F T H E

BERMUDAS
OR

Summer-Iflands.

CONTAINING
An Account of the Difcovery, Settlement,

Growth, and prefent State of the Colony

:

A Defcription of the Country, Climate, Soil,

Productions, ^r.

H E firft Mention we find any where made of
thefe Iflands by Englijh Authors, is in Captain
Lancajierh Voyage for Difcoveries in the Eaji-
Indies m. 15^3. The Captain fent one Henry

May to England from Hi/paniola, having obtained Paflage
for him aboard a Erench Ship, commanded by Monfieur de
Barbotiere^ who Was driven afhore on the Ifland commonly
called Bermudas; and this was the firft of our Countrymen
who had been upon it.

As to the firft Inhabitants, it is very probable there were
none before the Englijh, the Place being fo for from any
Part of the Continent of Arnerica, that the Indiam did not
underftand Navigation enough to reach it.

Oviedas
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1

Oviedai writes, he was near Bermudasy and had Thoughts
to have fet fome Hogs afliore for Encreafe, but he was driven

thence by Tempefts, it being extremely fubjed to furious

Rains, Lightning and Thunder.

The Name of Bermudas is faid to be given them from
yohn Bermudas a Spaniard, who difcovered them in his Way

' to the Spantjh Weji-Indies, feveral Years before Mr. May
was caft afhore there j but we do not read that he landed up-

on any of them, tho' it is* certain the Spaniards had been on
Shore, not willingly but forced by Shipwreck : And indeed

feveral Wrecks of Ships were found in the Water among
the Rocks, which were cafily known to be fome Spanijh^ fome
Dutch, fome Portuguefe, and fome French ; and in the Year

1572, King Philip gave them to one Ferd. Camelo, who
never took Pofleffion.

Mr. May and his Company having a little refreflied them-
felves on the biggeft of thefe Iflands, which now goes by the

Name of St. George\ when the Weather permitted got o^
their broken Ship, to fee what they could fave out of her,

and with the Remains of that Veffel and the Cedar they felled

in the Country, they built a new Ship; and after various Ad-
ventures, arrived at the feveral Ports of Europe to which
they belonged.

This May's Relation of thefe Iflands occafioned their be-

ing talked of, and Sir George Sommers and Sir Thomas Gates

fuflering the fame Fate there in the Year 1(^09, revived the

Difcourfe of them, yet no Body thought it worth their

while to adventure thither, till after Sir George's fecond land- /

ing and breathing his laft there.

We have fpoken of Sir George's being fliipwrecked on
thefe Iflands, where two Women that were delivered, the

one of a Boy who was chriftened Bermudas, and the other

of a Girl who was named Bermuda : We have related how
he and his Companions got off in the Hiftory of Virginia,

whither he was bound : We have alfo hinted how he was
fcnt by the Lord de la Ware to fetch Provilions hence for

the Virginians, Bermudas abounding in Hogs and Turtles.

Sir George mift the Coaft, and fell in with that of Sagadahoc

in Norembegua, where he took in frefli Water and Provifions,

and proceeded in Search of thefe pleafant and fruitful Illands

:

At laft he found them, and being extremely haraffed with

the Fatigues of the Sea above what his great Age, upwards

of threefcore Years, could bear, he died as foon as he came
afliore.

'Twas obfervable, that the Veflel he went in had not an

Ounce of Iron about it, except one Bolt in her Keel, and

all her Timber and Planks were of Cedar. From
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From him thefe Iflands are called Sommerh-IJles^ which
our Mariners, very dextrous in corrupting Terms and Names

) of Places, call the Summer-IJJands : A Name they very well

deferve indeed, on Account of their PleafantneG and Fer-
tility.

Sir George enjoined his Men to return to Virginia with

black Hogs, for the Relief of that Colony ; but they refolved

otherwife after his Death, and ftoring their Cedar Ship with

fuch Provifions as they had, they fet fail for England^ where
they arrived at White-Church in Dorfetp.nre having Sir George

Sotnmers's Corpfe aboard, only the Heart and Bowels they

left at Bermudas, where Capt. Butler 12 Years afterwards

built a handfom Monument over them.
,

Thefe Perfons at their Return gave fuch an Account of

the Country to the Virginia Company, that they thought it

worth their while to eftablifli a Correfpondence between

England and it; accordingly they fold thefe Ifldnds to 120
Perfons of the fame Society, who obtained a Charter of
King James and became the Proprietors of them.

We muft not omit relating the following Part of this Hi-
ftory, tho' it feems a little too romantick to be true j but fince

we find it reported as a Truth, we think fit to let the Reader
know and judge of it for himfelf, without trufting to our

Sentiments.

'Tis faid, that when Sir George Sommers was firft here,

two of his Men flayed behind him ; thefe having committed

ibme Crime, for which they would have been put to Death
if they had gone, fled into the Woods, and would not ac-

company him to Virginia. They were ftill here when Sir

George returned, and had ever fihcc his Departure fupported

themfelves on the Productions of the Place, fuch as it na-

turally yielded ; they had built them a Hut, and taken Pof-

feflionof St. George'sl^^nd.

Thefe two Men, whofe Names were Chrijiopher Carter

and Edward Waters, flayed ftill behind Sir George's fecond

Company, of whom they perfuaded one Edward Chard to

remain there with them ; and now Carter, Waters and Chard,
were fole Lords of the Country, but like the Kings of the

World they foon fell out among themfelves ; Chard and Wa-
ters were coming to a pitched Battle, but Carter, tho' he

,
hated them both, yet not liking to be left alone prevented it,

by threatning to declare again ft the Man who ftruck the firfl:

Stroke: At laft NecefEty made them good Friends, and they

joined together in making Difcoveries ; in one of which Ex-
peditions they found the greateft Piece of Ambergreafe among
the Rocks, that ever was feen in one Lump, weighing 80

Pound,
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Pound, befides other fmaller Pieces. This Treafure made
them almoft mad. The Value of it turned their Heads, they

grew giddy with the Thoughts of it, and that they might
have an Opportunity to make Ufe of it, refolved on the mofl
defperate Attempt that Men in Diitradtion could run upon,

which wastobuild a Boat after the bed Manner they could,

and fail to Virginia or Newfoundland, according as Wind or

Weather fliould prefent. But before they could put their ex-

travagant Projed in Execution, a Ship arrived from England-,

for Capt. Matthew Sommers, Sir George's Brother, had pro-

roifed to come to them or fend a Veffel to thsir Relief, or

they had not flayed neither the firft Time nor the kit. The
Ship they difcovered ftanding in with the Shore was the Plough,

which had 60 Perfons aboard, fent by the New Bermudas

Company to make a Settlement, over whom they placed one
Mr. Richard Moor for Governor ; who was an honed induf- '612.

trious Perfon. He pitched upon a Plain in St. George\ Ifland ^0^]"^^^
to fettle on, and there firft built himfelf a Houfe or rather vemor.

Cabin, for the Building was only of Palmeto Leaves, yet he
made it large enough for him, his Wife and Family • and the

reft of the Adventurers following his Example, it became a

Sort of a Town, which in Time grew to a confiderable Big-

nefs, and is now St. Georgia Town, one of the ftrongeft and
beft built in all our American Colonies, for the Houfes are of

Cedar, and all the Forts of hewn Stone.

Mr. Moor was a Man of ordinary Condition, being but a

Carpenter. He was a good Architect and Engineer, and
fitter in the Infancy of the Colony for the Poft he was in, than

an unexperienced Gentleman would have been. He fpent the

moft Part of his Time in fortifying the Iflands, and carried

on the Work of the Plantation with all imaginable Zeal and

Capacity. He drew out the Model of the Town as i:ftands

at prefent. He trained the People in martial Exercifes, built

9 or 10 Forts, and furniihed them all with Ammunition,
Healfo built a Church of Cedar, which being blown down
by a Tempeft, he raifed another of Palmeto Leaves, in a

Place better fheltered from the Weather.

In the firft Year of his Government, another Ship arrived

with a Recruit of Provifions and 30 Pailengers. He by this

Time had found out the Booty of Ambergreafe, which Car^

ter^ Waters and Chard had concealed, and feized it as belong-

ing to the Proprietors. He fent one third of it to the Com-
pany at London by the Ship that brought the Supply, and the

reft by the next Opportunities that oftered, in the fame Pro-

portion j which gave fuch Encouragement to the Adven-

turers,
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turers, that they continued to fupply them with Provifions,

Stores, and more Company, till they were in a Condition to

defend and fupport themfelves by their own Strength and
Plantations.

Mr. Moor made very good Returns Home in Ambergreafe, '

Drugs, Cedar, Tobacco, and the Produft of the Iflands.

1614. In the third Year of his Government the Spaniards fhewed
themfelves on the Coaft, with a Defign to fupplant themj
but finding them better provided to receive them than they

imagined they were, they bore away after the Englijh had

fired two Shot at them ; tho' had they made an Attack then,

they had probably ruined the Settlement, Powder falling fo

fliort that there was not a whole Barrel in St. George's^ the

Game having confumed that Part of their Stores.

'Twas alfo in the Time of this Governor that the famous

Rat Plague began in Bermudas^ which lafted five Years.

They came thither in the Ships, and multiplied fo prodigioufly

afhore, that fuch Numbers were hardly ever feen in the

World. They had Nefts in every Tree, and all the Ground
was covered with them. They eat up the Fruits, and even

the Trees that bore them. They devoured the Corn within

Doors and without, and neither Cats, Dogs, Traps, nor

Poifon, availed any Thing towards clearing the Country of

them. They not only fwarmed in St. George's Ifland, but in

many of the other whither they fwam over, and made the

feme Havock of every Thing that lay in their Way. At laft

they difappeared all on a fudden, and went as ftrangely as they

came.

'Tis remarkable, that during this Rat Plague there were

feen vaft Numbers of Ravens in the Ifland, which had not

been obferved to be there before or fince.

When the three Years of Mr. Moor's Government were

expired, Capt. Daniel Tucker was fent over to fucceed him.

C^. Daniel This Gentleman much encouraged the improving of the

Tucker, Soil, the planting of Tobacco, and did all Things he could
Governor, ^^[^y^ Qf to promote the Good of the Colony, which he faw

brought into a flourifiiing Condition before he left it.

The Houfes that were built of Palmeto Leaves, were for

the moft Part taken down, and others of Stone raifed in

their Places, feveral Fruit Trees were planted, Fields and

Woods cleared of Rubbilh, and a regular Form of Govern-
ment eftabliihed. But the Severity of bis Difcipline was fo

grievous to fome licentious Perfons, that five of them exe-

cuted as defperate a DeGgn to efcape him as Waters and his

Companions had projeded to get away from the Ifland. They
knew (he Governor would not give them Leave to go ofl^

and
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and therefore invented this Contrivance to efFed it: Hearing
Capt. Tucker had a great Defire to go a fifhing out at Sea,

but was afraid to do it, becaufe feveral Fiflier-Boats had
been driven off by the Weather and the Men perifhed, they

propofed to him to build a Boat of two or tiiree Tuns for

him with a Deck, and fo fitted that fhe fliould live in all Wea-
thers. The Governor confenting to it, they fell to building it

in a private Place, pretending it was convenient for their get-

ting Timber and launching the Boat. They finiflied it fooner

than it was expeded, and the Governor fent Hands to fetch

it, intending to go in it aboard a Ship which he was then dif-

patching for England. When his Men came to the Place,

neither the Boat nor the Builders were to be found. All that

they could hear of them was, that the Boat being finifhed the

Night before, thofe that built it went off to Sea in it to try

how it would fail. At laft they found by fome Letters they

left behind them, that they were gone for England. And
the Story of their Adventure is told us in this Manner : They
borrowed a Compafs-Dial of a Neighbour on fome Pretence

or other, and went aboard the Ship bound for England,

where they trucked with the Seamen fuch Things as they had

on Board for Provifions. One of them at parting told the

Mariners, that tho' they were forbidden to go with them^ yet

they hoped to be in England before them : At which the Mafter

of the Ship laughed ; and away thafe fearlefs Adventurers fail-

ed, with fair Wind and Weather for one and twenty Days.

They then met with a Storm which reduced them to Extre-

mity for eight and forty Hours j and obliging them to bear up
afore it, drove them a little out of their Courfe to the Weft-
v/ard ; but the Wind coming fair again and continuing fo ten

Days, they went on chearfully. In that Time they met with

a French Privateer, where they went aboard to beg fome Re-
lief j but inftead of helping them, he plundered them of the

little they had, took away even their Inftrument of Naviga-

tion and turned them adrifc. In this miferable Condition

they failed on, growing daily weaker and weaker. Their

Provifions were almoft fpent, their Fire -Wood quite gone,

not a Drop of frefh Water left, nor Food for above a Day,
when at laft in the very Hour they expedted to perifh, they

made Land to their unfpeakble Joy. This Land was Ireland,

where they went afhore in the County of Cork, and were
nobly entertained by the Earl of Thomond, to whom they re-

lated their Voyage which lafted 42 Days.

The Men were Mr. James Barker, a Gentleman ; Ri'

chard Sanders, the Contriver of the Defign ; JVilUam Goodwin

z Ship Carpenter, chief Builder of the Boat j Thomas Barker

a Join-
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a Joiner; znd Henry Puet a Sailor, whofe Enterprize wasfoj
daring, that it may well recommend their Names to Pofterity.-I

1619. Capt. Tucker x&^igntdi his Government in the Year 1619,1

%lvemor]^^^^
Capt. Butler, who arrived there at that Time with four

good Ships, in which he brought at leaft 500 Paflengers, and
there being as many Englljh already on the Ifland, the Colony
began to make a confiderable Figure ; and the more, be-

caufe the Englljh had not any fo numerous in America^ nor in-

deed any other except that at Virginia^ and a fmall Settle-

ment in New-England.
Capt. Butler^ as has been hinted, raifed a noble Monument

over the Remains of Sir George Sommers that were left in the

Ifland, depofiting them in the Church at St, George's Town,
with an Infcription in EngUjh Rhimes as barbarous as the

Place he then governed.

He divided the Iflands into Diftridts ; and now the Go-
vernment, by Governor, Council and Aflembly was eftablilh-

ed, which before had been only by Governor and Council.

The Laws of the Country were alfo fettled as near as the

Circumftances and Conveniencies of the Place would admit,

to the Laws of England^ as is done in all the Colonies in

America.

Mr Bernard
When the three Years of Capt. Butler's Government were

Cevermr. out, the Proprietors lent over oncMt. Bernard[io fupply his

1622- Place. •

The Country did not agree with this Gentleman, as it had

done with his PredecefTors ; for in lefs than fix Weeks after

his Arrival he died, and the Council made Choice of Mr.

Mr. Harri- Harrifon to prefide till the Arrival of a new Governor or frefli

{on Preji- Orders from England.

f*^t^ The Settlement was fo well peopled, that in this Gentle-

caiis him man's Prefidency there were reckoned three thoufand Englljh ;

woodhoufe. and their Affairs went on profperoufly then, having no lefs

than I o Forts and 5 o Pieces of Cannon mounted.

We have had fo little Acquaintance with, and Information

of thefe Iflands, that we cannot pretend to continue the

Succeflion of the Governors, nor give a large Hiflory of the

Events that happened under their Government. 'Tis true

there have not been many, and had our Information been

the befl that is to be procured, we know enough of the Ber'

mudas-IJlands to be very well fatisfied, that much could not

be faid of them.

The moil confiderable Perfon that ever vifited thefe I-

flands, was Edmund Waller .^ Efq; a Proprietor of them,

one of the moft gallant Men, and one of the fineft Wits in

the Courts of King Charles the Ift and King Charki the lid ;

and
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and one of thofe to whom Mr. Dryden confefTed he owed the

Harmony of his Numbers.
This Gentleman being a Man of Fortune as well as Wit,

was chofen a Member of the Long Parliament j and at firfl

fell in with the Party againft the King, tho' he afterwards en-

tered into the Confpiracy againft the Parliament, for which

Mr. Chaloner and Mr. To7npkins were executed ; but Mr.
Waller got off for a Fine of loooo/. and Baniihment, Af-

ter which he went to the Bermudas-I/lancis, where he ftayed

fome Time, and from thence to France. When Oliver

prevailed, Mr. Waller returned to England.

By his being in this Country, Bermudas has the Glory to

be fung by one of the moft harmonious Poets that ever beau-

tified the Englijii Tongue ; and that is an Honour to which

none of the other Iflands, or any Part of the American Con-
tinent can pretend.

The Inhabitants of this Ifland were never any great Trad-

ers. They contented themlelves with what they could raife

out of the Earth for their Subfiftcnce, and found enough for

Nourifhment and Pleafure.

The Healtinefs of the Air invited feveral Perfons from

other Places, and by this Means it was computed that about

20 or 30 Years ago, there were 8 or loooo Souls of Englijh

Extraction. Whether that Number has diminifhed fince we
cannot tell ; but we are inclined to believe it is rather lefss

than more.

The Government in King William's Reign, fent over a

very loyal Addrefsj as alfo the AJfociation^ figned by the Go-
vernor, Council, Alfembly, and principal Inhabitants, which

Sir William TrurnbaU, then Secretary of State, prefented to

his Majefty Feb. 15, 16^6.

The King, two Years afterwards, was pleafed to appoint

Samuel Day ^ Efq; to be Governor of thefe Iflands j who
embarked aboard the Maidjione Man of War in May^ and

arrived in July at St. George's. He either was recalled or

died in his Government in two Years Time, for in 1700,

Capt. Bennet was made Governor of his Majefty's Bermudas

or Summer- IJIands : Of which we can fay little more, except

what relates to the Geographical or Natural Account of

them j and we therefore proceed to if, hoping it will make

fome Amends for what we fall ihort of in the Hiftory.

We come now to the Geographical Defcription of thefe

Iflands, and the other Parts of our Account of them.

There are fuch a vaft Number of them, that moft of

them yet want a Name, and indeed are fo fmall, they are

not worth it. Some Writers fay there are 300 of them,

3 others
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others 400, and others 500 ; but not to ftand to determine

what is tranfmitted to us with fo much Uncertainty, we j
fhall only venture to be poiitive in that they are above 400, 1

becaufe the major Part of the Writers who make any Mention-

1

of them agree in that Point. 1

FrOT» Spain They lie fome Hundreds of Leagues from any Land j the
jooo neareft Part of the Continent^ which is Cape Hattoras in

fr!wLon- Carolina, being 300 Leagues from them, the Ifland of Hif-
doniioo, paniola 400, Madeira 1000, and England 1600; their La-
/rewRoa- (ituje is between 32 and 3 3 Degrees N. L.
Bokejoo. The Eighth Part of them are not inhabited; and all but,

St. Georges^ St. David's^ and Cooper's Ijles, have only a

few Houfes fcatiered up and down. They all together make
the Figure of a Crefcent, and are within the Circuit of fix

or feven Leagues at moft. There are none of them of any
confiderable Bignefs, yet fome much bigger than others, as

Time and the Sea continually waftiing upon them, have worn
them away in different Proportions.

The Main or great Ifland of all is called St. George's, and is

about 16 Miles in Length from E. N. E. to W. S. W. 'Tis

not a League over in the broadeft Place, but is fortified by
Nature all around, the Rocks every Way extending them-
felves a great Way into the Sea. To which natural Strength,

efpecially towards the Eartward where it is moft expofed, the

Inhabitants have added that of Forts, Batteries, Parapets

and Lines ; the Cannon of the Forts and Batteries being Co

difpofed, as to command the feveral Channels and Inlets in-

to the Sea.

There are no more than two Places where Shipping may
fafely come in, and it is not eafy for a Man to find thofe

Places out. The Rocks lie fo thick in fuch a Manner, and
fome fo undifcovered, that without a good Pilot from the

Shore, a Veffel of 10 Tuns would not find the Way into

thofe Harbours; which being once known, the biggeft Ships

in the World may enter. Thefe two Havens are fo for-

tified, that if an Enemy fliould light of them, he might eafily

be kept out.

The Rocks in moft Places appear at low Water. It ebbs

and flows there not above five Foot ; the very Shore itfelf is

for the moft Part a Rock, and it is impoflible to find out an

Ifland better guarded by Rocks than this; indeed they are all

of them fo invironed with them, that they feem to threaten

all Ships who venture on thatCoaft with prefent Deftrudionj

and fo many have been fliipwrecked upon them, that the

Spaniards gave them the Name of Los Diabolos, the Devil's

Iflands ; this Place having been facal Co chem and all Nations.

The
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The Town of Sr. George's ftands at the Bottom of the

Haven of the fame Name, which has no lefsthan fix or fevert

Forts and Batteries ; as Kings Cajile^ Charles Fort^ Pembrook

Fort^ Cavendijh Fort, Davyes Forty Warwick Fort-, *and

Sandy's Fort^ mounted with above 70 Pieces of Cannon
j

and they are fo difpofed, that they can be all brought to bear

upon any Ship before flie can make her Entrance,

In this Tov/n there is a fair Church with a fine Library,

for which the Inhabitants are indebted to Dr. Thomas Bray^

the Patron of the American Learning. There are near a
Thoufand Houfesin it j it is very handfomly built, and has a
State-Houfe for the Meeting of the Governor, Council and
Aflembly.

Befides the Town and Divifioii of St. George's^ there are

eight Tribes, Hamilton Trihe^ Smith's Tribe, Devonjhirt

Tribe, Pembrook Tribe, Paget's Tribe, Warwick Tribe^

Southampton Tribe, and Sandy's Tribe; of which Devonjhire

in the North, and Southampton in the South are Pariflies,

have each a Church and a particular Library. In the whole
Ifland there are Plantations of Oranges, Mulberries, and
other Productions of the Country, which render it a very

beautiful Profped.

There is a Haven in Southampton Tribe or Diftrid, which
is alfo called Southampton, and other Harbours ; as the Great

Sound, Harrington's Inlet in Hamilton Tribe, Paget's Port

in Paget's Tribe, and others.

There are na Parifh-Churches in any of the lefTer Iflands^

and all of the Inhabitants are ranged under one or the other

of the eight Tribes.

As to the Climate, it was for fourfcore Years reckoned

one of the healthieft Countries in the World ; and the fickly

ufed to remove thither from the Sugar JJlands in America, as

they do from the Northern Parts of France to Montpellier for

the Air. But within this 20 Years there have been dreadful

Hurricanes, which have had fuch an ill EfFedt on the Air,

that the Bermudas-I/lands have had their Share of Sicknefs

as well as the Antilles and the Charibbees. However the

Face of the Heavens, the Serenity and Beauty are ftill the

fame. The Weather is generally fine and pleafant, and the

Air temperate and calm.

Here is a Sort of perpetual Spring, and the' the Trees

throw off their old Leaves, there are new ones always com-
ing out at the fame Time. The Birds breed all the Year
round, or at leaft in moft Months, and the Country is alike

fruitful and charming, yet not fo much men charming and

Vol. II. G g fruitful
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H^infuis fruitful than England, as to tempt People who can live here,

d!c s^S'bo- ^^ tranfporc chemTelves thither.

nkate cum 'Tis true, the Thunders and Lightnings are here very
511a ( Arigiia) (]r<;adful, Rocks having been fplit afunder by the latter. The
fulTtrompa- Storms come with every new Moon, and it is particularly

rands. Dd. obfervcd, that if a Circle is feen about the Moon, a pro-

digious Tempeft certainly follows. Thefe Circles are larger

there than any where elfe, and the Storms are more terrible.

The N. and N. W. Winds are moft predominant, and

when they blow turn Summer into Winter. The Rains are

not frequent but violent, and the Sky is then darkened in a

frightful Manner. Seldom any Snow is to be feen there. The
Soil of the Ifle of St. George's and the other Iflands, are of

feveral Colours and Tempers; the Brown is the beft; the

Whitifh which is like Sand, the next to it; and the Red,

which refembles Clay the v/orft. Two or three Foot under

the Mould lies a folid white Body, which the Inhabitants call

the Rock, tho' with very little Reafon, for it is as foft as

Chaulk and porous like a Pumice-Stone. Thofe Pores con-

tain Abundance of Water, and as much a Rock as it is,

the Trees faflien their Roots in it, and draw their nourifhing

Sap from it. Clay is often found under it, and the hardeft

Kind of this Rock is met with under the red Mould ; in this

there's little or no Water, and it lies in the Ground in Quar-

ries, like thick Slates one upon another.

There's rarely any frefh Water in thefe Iilands, what they

have comes through the Pores of the Slat^ or Rock ; in

which there are as many fait Particles as in that which comes
from the Sea after it has foaked through the Sand. Thefe

two Sorts of Water are all they have, except Rain Water
caught in Cifterns. Both of the other Soits are a little

brackilli.

The Englifl} have dug feveral Wells within four or five

Paces of the Sea, that held a Correfpondence with the Sea,

and ebbed and flowed as that did
^

yet the Water was as freili

as that v.'bich was drawn up farther within Land.

The Soil is very fruitful and yields two Crops a Year, for

what they fow in March they gather in July ; and what they

low in Auguji^ in December-, and the chief Produd of the

Country is Mai2.e or hidian Corn, the common Grain of

A'lnerica^ which is the main Support of the People.

Thcii- Fields yield Abundance of other Plants; as Tobacco,

not a very good Sort, and confequently of no great Advan-

tage to them. They have mofl Kinds of other Plants, which

are peculiar to the JVeft-lndles^ and fuch as are brought froni

Europe, and are cultivated there, thrive to Perfedlion. They
alfo
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alfo have the Po'tfon JFeed, Which is likfe F.ngU/h fvy, and the

Touch of it caufes a Pain and Tumour for the prclcnt, bur it

goes off again as the Red Rcid^ the Juice of whofe Root 13

a forcible Vomir. The Sea Feather grmvs upon the Rocks at

the Bottom of the Sea, like a Vine Leaf but broader, wi:^h

Veins of a palifh Red. Excepting the Pi'ifovms JVeedi^ there's

no venomous Thing in thefe Iflands, neither among Anirtiab

nor Vegetables, and if any vefK>nfK>us Beaft is brought thithci'

it will not live. Some Lizards were feen before the Wild
Cats, bred in the Time of the Rat Plague, dcftroyed rhem.

But thefe Lizzards had no Poifon in them ; neither have theif

Spiders any, tho' they are of a large Size, of which we fhall

have Occafion to fpeak more in this Chapter. \Ve have run

over their Fields and muft now vilit their Forefts, where we
firft fiixl the Glory of Llhanus of old.

The Cedar is a finer Tree than any of the Sort in the other

Parts of America. 'Tis harder and more durable, will bea»-

the Extremities of wet and dry Weather as well as Oak, is

found to be an extraordinary Timber for Shipping, and they

build the beft Sloops, Brigantines, and fuch like V'elTels ac

Bermudas., of all the IVejl-lvJics either for Service or Sailing,

Thefe Trees Palmetos^ Pepper Trees^ bearing a Fruit like

our Barberries^ Laurel., Olive Trees, Mulberry Trees, end
many others, for which the EngUJh knew no Names, were
the natural Grov.'ch of the Ifland.

Their Palm Tri-e is a Sore of wild Palm, refembling the

true Indian Palm in all Things but the Fruit, which is black

and round like a Damfin. 'Twas obferved, that Abundance
of Silk Worms lodged in their Leaves, and there being alfo

great Plenty of Mulberry Trees, the Silk Manufacture might
have been improved more than it is, had the Inhabitants

known their Intereit or purfucd it better.

There are great Variety of odoriferous Woods, fome black,

fome of a yellow, and fome of a red Colour. The Berries

of thefe Trees have the ftyptick Quality of a Sloe, and are

much ufed by the EngVij}) to cure the Flux, which they fre-

quently get by eating the lufcious Palm Berries too greedily.

Their other Fruits are Dates ; their Prickled Pear like an
Englijh Katharine in Shape and Size, full of Juice like a

Mulberry : It grows upon the Rocks. And near the Sea-fide

is found a Kind of Woodbind, bearing a Fruit refembling a

Bean, and another Shrub like a Bramble, whofe Fruit is a hard
tough Berry in a hard Shell.

The molt famous Fruit, and one of the mofi: delicious in

the Univcrje is their Orange, much larger than any that grow
elftwhere of fuch a Fragrancy both in Tafte and Smell,

G g 2 ihat
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.that it tnay compare with the richeft Fruit in the World.
' There grows a Berry in Bermudas called the Summer-IJJand

Redwood, which Berry is as red as the Prickle Pear, giving

Lowth
-.rouch the like Tindure. Out of which Berry come firft

Phil, Tranf. Worms, which afterwards turn into Flies, fomewhat bigger

rni. II. f . than the Cochineal Fly, feeding on the fame Berry. In
7^'*" which it is faid, there has been found a Colour nothing in-

ferior to that of the Cochineal Fly, and a medicinal Virtue

much exceeding it.

As for the Animals in thefe Iflands there were none but

Hogs, Infeds and Birds, when Sir George Sommers was

fhipwrecked there. He found out that there were fome Hogs
in the Ifland, by fending out two or three of his own to feed,

and when thev rambled Home a huge wild Boar followed

them, and being killed was found to be excellent Meat.

The Hogs they killed afterwards were all black, and from

thence it is concluded that the Spaniards had left them there

to breed, becaufe they were of the fame Kind with thofe

they carried to the Continent of America.

Some have fancied the Iflands derived their Name from

thence, Bermudas fignifyihg in the old Cajlillian Dialed a

Black Hog. Waving that as a foolifh Imagination, it is cer-

tain the Ifland was ftored with them, and that the Portuguefe

and Spaniards ufed to leave fome on uninhabited Iflands in

their Way to the JVeJi-Indies., that in Cafe they were driven

afliore there, or were forced to put in, they might be^fure to

to meet with frefh Provifions. They now fat them at Ber-

juudas with Palm and Cedar Berries, but their Number" is

very much decreafed.

Thefe Iflands abound in more and greater Variety of

Fowl than any in America. There are Hawks of all Sorts,

Herons, Bitterns, OfFpreys, Cormorants, Baldcoots, Moor-
Hens, Sv^ans, Teal, Snipe, Duck and Widgeon.

Bats and Owls are alfo very common here, with Multitudes

of fmall Birds, as Woodpeckers, Sparrows, ^c.

The Englifl) at their firfl coming, found a Sort of Fowl
here called Cohows., which bred in the Holes of the Rocks
and in Burrows like a Coney, and were fo numerous and

gentle, that they were taken by Hand. They are nowalmoft

all dellroyed, being very eafy to be caught, Tis of the

Bignefb of a Sea-mew.
There are alfo the Tropick Bird, and the Pemlice feldom

fcen by Day, and the unwelcom Foreteller of a Storm,

Fifh here is as Plenty as Fowl, of which there are fo

many Sorts, that Authors have not yet found out Names
for them.

They
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They hnve of the fcaly and the ihelly Kind, the Whale,

the Sword-Fifh and the Threflier j but particulady the Tor-
toife abounds to a Wonder, and is as good and great of the

Sort ^s any in the World. Whale-Fifhing has been attempts

ed but without Succefs.

The Whales about Bermudas are to be found only in the ibid. p. 844.
Months oi February^ March and April. One John Pe-
rinche found one dead there driven upon an Ifland, and tho'

ignorant in the Bufinefs, yet got a great Quantity of Sperma
Cati out of it.

Their Whales have not as much Oil as fome others, what
they have is at firil: like Sperma Cat'i, but they clarify it by
Fire.

The Reader will not be difpleafed with the following Ac-
count of the Whales at Ber?7mdasy communicated by Mr,
Richard Stafford to the Royal Society.

* We have in thefe Seas about Bermudas great Store o^^^^^'P-^^7'

* Whales, which in March, April and May may ufe our
* Coafts. I have myfelf killed many of them. Their Fe-
* males have Abundance of Milk, which their young ones
* fuck out of the Teats that grow by their Navel. They
* have no Teeth, but feed on Grafs growing on the Rocks at

* the Bottom, during thefe three Months and at no other Sea-
* fon of the Year, When that is confumed and gone, the
* Whales go away alfo, thofe we kill are for Oil. But there
* have been Sperma Cceti Whales driven upon the Shore,
* which Sperma (as they call it) lies all over the Bodies
* of thofe Whales. Thefe have divers Teeth, which may
* be about as big as a Man's Wrift.'

J}nbergreafe and Sperma Ccsli have beeti found here in

great Quanticies, and Pearly all which are almofl as rare

here now as elfewhere.

The Spider in thefe Iflands is a beautiful Infc(Sl:, looking

as if it was adorned with Pearl and Gold. Its Web is in Co-
lour andSubflance a perfc6l raw Silk, and fo ftrongly woven,
that running from Tree to Tree like fo many Snares, fmall

Birds are fometimes caught in them, as Capt. Smith reports,

whofe Authority was very good in his Day.

Musketoes, Bugs, Ants and other Tnfcdts are here, and
fome of them very troublefom and mifchievous.

We have little more to fay of this Place, the Government
of which refembles (as has been faid) that of the other Colo-

nies, by a Governor, Council and Aflembly.

They have fewer By-Laws than any of our other Settle-

ments, which we imputt: to the Smallnefs of their Trade

:

For this Colony produces no confiderable Commodity, by

G g 3
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which the Inhabitants may be enriched; and their Commerce
confifts chiefly in Timber and Provifions, which they fend to

the other Parts of America that ftand in Need of them, and

ibme "tobacco imported to England.

Several FamiUes retired thither formerly, on Account of

their Religion or Health from England^ and carried con-

fiderable EfFeds with them. There is a Sort of pedling Re-

tail Trade between England and thofc Iflands, by which

neither the Inhabitants of the one Place or the other grow

much the richer.

The Building of Ships and Sloops is the moffc advantageous

Branch of their Traffick, and the People of Bermudas feem to

content themfelves with the Pleafure and Plenty of their

Country, with a fafe and quiet Retreat from the Troubles
' and Cares of the other Parts of the World, without any Am-
bition to enrich themfelves ; and if they had any fuch De-
fire, it is to be queftioned whether they have any Opportu-

nity of gratifying it.

Mr. Norwood and the before-mentioned Mr. Staffordy

having given a farther Account of Bermudas^ we fhall com-
municate it to the Reader in their own Words.

hm-th. Vd. ' I never faw any Sand in the Bermudas, fuch as will grind
III. p. j6i.c Qi^^g or whet Knives, ^c. as in England^ butaSubftance

* like Sand tho' much fofter. Neither have we any Pebble-

* Scones or Flints. The Inhabitants here at Bermudas live

'^ fomc to an hundred Years, and fomething upwards. Many
' live till they are nigh an Hundred, but few above. And
^ when they die, Age and Weaknefs are the Caufe, and not
' any Difeafe that attends them. The general Diftemper that

* is yearly among us is a Cold, and that is moft gotten in the

' hottelt Weather. The Air is here very fweet and pleafant.

' Our Diet is but ordinary: The People are generally poor,

' and I obferve that poor People are moil healthful.

' That IVeed which we call Poifon Weed grOws like our
* Ivy. I have feen a Man who was fo poifoned with it, that

* the Skin pealed off his Face, and yet the Man never touch-
* ed it, only looked on as he pafTed by. But I have chewed
^ it in my Mouth apd it did me no Harm : \i is not hurtful
«

to all.

* Here are Spiders, that fpin their Webs between Trees
* Handing feven or eight Fathom afunder, and they do their

^ Work by fpirting theirWeb into the Air, where the Wind
^ carries it from Tree to Tree. This Web, when finiflied,

' will {hare a Bird as big as a Thrufh.
* We cover our Houfes with the Leaves, not the Bark of

^ a Tree, which is the Palmeto ^ without which Tree we

f could
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' could not live comfortably in this Jfland. The Leaves of
' fome of thefe Trees are eight or ten Foot long, and nigh

* as broad.'

We fhall conclude what we have to fay on this Head with

Mr. Wallers Verfes in Praife of thefe lihnds, which arc to

be found in the firft Canto of his Poem, called,

The Battle of the 5UMME R-IS LANDS.
"DERMUDAS walPd with Rocks^ who decs not knozo
*-^ That happy Ifland where huge Lemonsgrow

^

And Orange \lrees, which golden Fruit do bcar^

The Hefperian Gardens boaji of nonefo fair-^

Where J})iniiig Pearly Ccral^ and ?nany a Pound,

On the rich Shore, of Amhergreafe is found f

The lofty Cedar which to Heaven ajpiresy

The Prince of Trees, is Fewelfor t-heir Fires.

The Smoak by which their loaded Spits do iurn^

For Incenje might enfacred Altars burn :

fTheir private Roofs an oderous Timber born.

Such as might Palacesfor Kings adorn.

Their fweet Palmetos a new Bacchus yield.

With Leaves as ample as the broadeji Shield ;

Under the Shadow of whofefriendly Boughs,

They fit caroufng where their Liquor grows.

Figs there unplanted thro' the Field do grow.

Such as fierce Cato did the Romans y2)izy ;

With the rare Fruit inviting them to fpoil

Carthage, the Mifirefs of fo rich a Soil.

The naked Rocks are not unfruitful here.

But at fome conflant Seafons, every Tear,

Their barren Tops with hfcious Food abound.

And with the Eggs of various Fowl are crowtid.

Tobacco is the worfi of Things, which they

To Englifh Landlords as their Tribute pay.

Such is the Mould that the blcfl Tenant feeds

On precious Fruits, andpays his Rent in Weeds.

With candid Plantines and the juicy Pine,

On choicefl Melons andfweet Grapes they dine.

And with Potatoesfat their wanton Swine.

Nature thefe Gates, withfuch a lavijl) Hand,
Pours out among them, that our coarfer Land
Tajles of that Bounty, and does Cloth return

;

Which notfor Warmth, hut Ornament is worn :

'For the kind Spring, which butfalutes us here.

Inhabits there, and courts them all the Tear,

G g ^ ^'P
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Ripe Fruits andBloffhws on thefame Trees Uve^
At once they promife what at once they oiye.

Sofweet the Jir^ fo moderate the Clime^

Nonefickly lives^ or dies before his Time.

Heav'nfure has kept this Spot of Earth uncurs'd^

To/hew how all Things were createdfirft.
The tardy Plants in our cold Orchards plac'd^

Referve their Fruitsfor the next Ages Tajie :

There afmall Grainy infamefew Montis^ will be

Afirm^ a lofty and afpacious Tree.

The Palma Chrifti, a«^ the fair Papah,
Now but a Seed (preventing Nature's Law)
In half the Circle of the hafly Tear^

Proje^ a Shade^ and lovely Fruits do wear.
The Rocksfo high about this Ifland rife^

That well they may the numerous Turks defpife^ &c,

The critical Reader will cqnfider thefe Verfes were written

90 Years ago, and muft excufe what there is in them that
taftes of Antiquity, for what there is that may teach the Mo-
derns, They are not Mr. Waller's beft Verfes, neither are
fhey his worft • be they what they will, they ferve to give
thofe that read them a very lively Idea of the Country we
are treating of, and that is all we propofe by inferting them.
The Government of thefe Iflands is, as has been faid, like

the reft, by Governor, Council and AfTembly. The Names
pf the former we have procured, but could not learn thofe
pf the latter.

Governor Bennet^ Efq;

Richard Penni/ion^ Efqj

John Tuker^ Efq;

Anthony IVhite, Elq;

Thomas Harford, Efq; !

Michael Burroughs., Efq;
St. George Tucker, Efq; ^ Counfellors.

\ Benjamin Hinjon, Efq;

Patrick Downing, Efqj
Capt. Brooks.

Capt. fenner.

Col. Trimingham^

Our Materials for the continuing the Hiftory of this Pro-
yince are very inconfiderable, we having learn'd nothing re-
inarkable fince our former Impreffion. The State of it in

every
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every Article is much the fame, except that the Inhabitants

by the Ufe of Cedar in Ship Building have fo lefTened that

Produdt, that there are not near the Number of Ships builc

here as there were 20 or 30 Years ago.

For fome Time they had a pretty good Vent for their

Straw, of which they made very fine Hats, and do ftiUmake

the neateft in the World, but the Fafliion has now taken an-

other Turn in England.

This If]and had fome Years ago an independent Company
of Soldiers, which being removed to the Bahama-IJlandsy

the Negroes here grew mutinous, and being much more nu-
merous than the white Men the latter were thrown into a
great Confternation, increafed by the Death of Numbers of
them who were poifoned by the Slaves, feveral of which were
convidted at the Affi2.es here 1730 and executed.

THE
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bert Lo^dother, Efq; Governor, 66. William Shcrp, Eiq; Pre-

fident, ib. Governor Lo^ther profecutes feveral Gentlemen,

67, et feq. Is recall'd, 71. Samuel Cs-v, Efq; Prefident, ib.

Conteft about the Government, ib. Henry Wotfeky, Efq; Go-
vernor, 74. Dukeof Pwv/flW here, ib. His noble Entertain-

ment by all Parties, 75, etfeq. Governor of ^^r^-s'^oj Inllruc-

tions about St. Lucia, 77. Governor Worftleyi Proceedings a-

gainft Prefident Cox,^ 78, et feq. Afiembly againft the Negro
'lax, 83. Grievances complained of, ib. et feq. Remarks on
Addrefies there, 85. ^Proceedings againft the Provoll; Marflial,

87. Samuel Berwick, Efq; Prefident, ib. FrenchTra.de with

our Northern Colonies, 88. Steps towards redreffing Planta-

tion Grievances, ib. Lord Ho^e Governor, 89. Mr. Gel

TS/'lc. Mahon tried for a Murder, 90. A Rornip Prieft turns

Proteftant, 91. Lord Honve's Death and good Charadler, ib.

The AfTembly give Lady Hoive 2500/. 93. "James Dotten,

Efq; Prefident, 92. Robert Byng,Eic[; Governor, 95. Dies,

ib. Lift of the chief Officers here, ib. Geographical Defcrip-

tion of it, 96, etjeq. Climate, Soil and Produdl, 106, et feq.

Trees, 107, et feq. Birds, Beafts, Fifti, Infeds and other

Animals, 118, et feq. Of the Inhabitants, and their Way of
Living, 124, et feq. Government, Courts, Offices,and Re-
venue, \-i,%,et feq. Of making Sugars, 145, et feq. Molaftes

and Rum, 158. Of the ^>ade, 159, et feq. Money, 165.
Its former Riches and Advantages to England^ i66, et feq.

HarJfliips, 1 70.

Barbuda*
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Barhuda, Ifland of, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 229. Chrijlopher Cod-

rington, Efq; Pioprietor, ib. Col. Park endeavours to difpollefs

him, 300.

BarnJlubU County, In New-Etnland, defcrlbcd. Vol. I. 200.
^a/z^c/s/w^iu the Buccaneer his Actions Vol.11. 311.
Baths in Ne-vis, Vol. II. 236. In Jatnaica, 410.
Banxdoti, Sir John, hisLofs in the Hurricane at Barbados, Vol. IF.

33. Ey the Royal African Company, 36. Oppofes the Mo-
nopoly Projcd, 43.

Beckford Peter, Efq; Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica^ Vol. II.

337. His vaft Riches, 354.
Bemho^, Admiral, his Adtions \nt\\t Weft-Indies, Vol. II. 33$.
Berkk) County, in Carolina, Vol. I. 509, etJcq.

Berkbam County, defcribed. Vol. I. 283.

Beimudas, difovtr'd. Vol. II. 440. Whence its Name, 441,
Sir G. Sotners (hipwreck'd, ib. Mr. R. Moor Governor, 443.
The famous Rat-Phgue, 444. Capt. DanielTucker Governor,

ib. A defperate Adventure thence by Sea, 445. Capt. Butler

Governor, 446. Mr. Barnard Governor, tb. Mr. Harrifon

Prefident, ib. Edmund Waller, Efq; the Poet there, ib. His
Verfes in Praife of it, 455. Geographical Defcription of it,

447, et jeq. Climate, 449. Soil, 450. Healthfulnefs and
Pleafantuefs, ib. Trees, 451. Animals, 452. Whales, Am-
bergreafe and Sperma Cati, 453. Number of Inhabitants,

447. Shipbuilding here, 454. Diminifh'd, 457. Bermudas

Hats, ib. Mutiny of the Negroes, ib.

Birkenhead' i Confpiracy in Virginia, Vol. I. 379.
Blake, Mr. Brother to the famous Admiral, fettles in Carolina^

Vol. I. 466.

Blenman, Jon. Efq; perfecuted by Governor Lovother, Vol. I. 6S.

Bojlon, City of, in Ne-xv- England, built. Vol. I. 61. Large and
populous, 194. The Bay, 195. Defcrib'd, ib. et feq.

Brofiliano, the Buccaneer, his Adions, Vol. II. 311.

Bridge-Tovm, '\n Barbados, great Mortality there. Vol. II. 51,
The Town defcribed, 98, etjeq.

Brid^ivater, in New-England, attack-'d by the Indians, Vol. L
123. Bravery of the Garrifon, ib.

Brijiol Town and County, in Neix-England, defcrib'd. Vol. I.

201.

Brijiol, in Penjihania, defcribed, Yo\. I. 29S.

Bucane, a Fi(h fo call'd, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 195.

Buccaneers in -^OT?r;V«, their Aftions, Vol. II. 311, et ftq.

Buckin^harnjhire, in Penfylvania, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 298,

Burlington, in Weji Ne-w-Jerfey, defcrib'd, ^Vol. I. 288.

C.

ABBAGE-Tree, in Jamaica, defcrib'd, Vol.11. 403.
Cabot, Stbajliun, faid to difcover Florida, Vol. I. 456.

I Ci^lvcrt,
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Cahert County, m Maryland, Vol. I. 336,

'

Cecil County, in Maryland, Vol. I. 338.

Callibafh-Tree, in Barbados, Vol. 11. in.
Cambridge, in Ne^-England, Town of built, Vol. I. 63- 78. 192.

Synod there, 102. College there, an Account of, 213, et feq.

Canada, the Kight of the Engli/h to it. Vol. I. 39. The French

there attempt to draw off the Indians in Friendfhip v/ith tiie

Englijh, 243. Affid the Savages agiinit the i'/.^/i//-', 121.

Canida, Birds iocsird, Vol.11. 197.
Cape-Britain Ifle, given to t.\\s French, Vol. I. 37.

Cape-Cod, in NenAJ-England, Vol. 1. 200.

CarolinA, difcover'd, Vol. I. 456. Olo. Carolina tit^cnh''' , 459.
King Charles II his Grant of it to Proprietaries, 460. Mr.

Locke"?, Draught of a Conilitution for it, 462. Sir W. Snyle

Governor, 464. ^\r J .Yeomans Go\'exnQr, 465. Jofcph Wefif

Efq; Governor, ib. again, 469. Joftph Moreton, £fq; Go-
< vernor, 466. J . Colliton, Elqj Governor, 469. Mr. Arch-

dale" ?> Defcription of Carolina, ib. 1. Smith, Jtifq; Governor,

470. Col. Robert ^arrj, Governor, ib. Mr. Soutkivell,

Qo\. Philip Ludnvell, T/;smas Smith, Ei'o^; Governors, ib. "John

Archdale, Ei'q; Governor, ib. Jofeph Blake, Efq; Governor,

473. Col. Ja7nes Moor, 474. An Expedition againll St. Au-

gujiino, 476, etjeq. Sir Nathaniel Johnjon Governor, 480. A
Schifm Bill fet up there, 481. And occafions great I'roubles,

^%z, et feq. Oppofed by the Parliament of .S'/.^/^zW, 487, and

by Queen J'/ine, 489. Major Tynte Governor, 491. Gibbs,

Efq; Prefident, ib. C. Craten, Eiq; Governor, ib. Robert Da-

«z>/, Efq; Governor, r^. Robert yohnj'o/.', Eiq; Governor, ib. A-
gain, 501. James Moor, Efq; 491. Francis Ntcholfon, Efq;

Governor, ib. Pyrates on the Coaii:, ib. Middkton, Efq;

Prefident, 492. Negro Plot, ib. Verdift of Juries by I'allot,

493. Abolifh'd, ib. An Indian War, 494, etfeq. The Char-

ter furrendered and Soil purchafed by the Crown, 498. Sir

Alexander Coming^ Conference with the Indians, 499. Indians

fubmit to King George, ijoo. Governor Johnjoiii Interview

with them, 502. The new Province of Georgia taken out of it,

504. Mr. Oglethorpe arrives there, ib. Forwards the new Set-

tlement, ib. A Ccnteft an-tongft, the Lawyers, 505. Purrff.

burg, a Stvifs Town built, ib. Thomas Broughion, Efq; Lieu-

tenant-Governor, 506 Geographical Defcription of this Pro-

vince, 508, etfeq. Again, 519. Prod aft, zA. The great In-

creafe of the Rice Trade, ib. Silk 517. 520. Trade 521.
People, zi^. Churches and Mmifters, 5.22. Money, 523. Me-
thod, of fettling, z'^. Firlt Charge, ib. Price of Labour, 524.

Cajfa'via Tree, m Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 107.

CaJJia Fijhla Tree, its quick Growth, Vol. II. io3.

Cedar Tree, in Barbados, Vol. II. 1 09. Of Bermudas, 45 1 . Of
Maryland, Vol. I. 342.

, Cha^anxi Indians trn.de with the Englijh, \"ol. I. 533, et feq.

Chagre, taken by Admiral Vermrty\Q\. II. 387. Its important

Situation, ib, Cha~
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Charibberins, an Account of them, Vol. II. 265, et/eq.

Charibbee Iflands, Z>«'c;}t's Hiftory of them authentick. Vol. 11.

240.

Charles County, in Maryland, Vol. I. 337.
Charles-City County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 406.
Charles-Toivn, m Carolina, deknhW, Vol I. 510. et ftq.

Cbarles-Tonvn, in Ne^W'England, built. Vol. 1. 6y, Dcfcrib'd,

192.

Charles-Tonun, in Nevis, Vol. I. 252.

Charleton Ifland in Hudfo)is-Bay, Vol. J. 546.
Chcgos, of yatnaica, what. Vol. II. 408.
Chejeapeak-Bay, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 341, 401;.

Chejier Town and County, in Penfyhania, Vol. I. 302.
'

Chichejier, in Penfylvania, Vol. I. 303.
Chub treacheroufly delivers up Pemaquid Fort, Vol. I. 161. Is

kill'd, 164.

Clarendon County, in Carolina, Vol. I. 509.
Clarendon Parifli, m Jamaica, Vol. II, 393.
Cinnamon Tree, in Jamaica, wild. Vol. W, 402.
Citron Tree, in Barbados, Vol. II. 1 08.

Cochineal, how made, Vol. II. 405.
Cocoa Tree, in Jamaica, \oI. II. 397, etfeq.

Coco Tree, in Barbados, 1 1 o.

Cock-Roches, in Barbados, 122.

Coin in Barbados, 165. In the Leeivard Iflands, 297. In Ja-
maica, 371.

Coho-MS, 'Sud&'vci Bermudas {o<:2!\^di, Vol.11. 452.
Colebry, a Bird fo call'd. Vol. II. 264.

Colliton County, in Carolina, Vol. I. 5 1
3.

Coloquintida Tiee, in Barbados, Vol. II. Io8.

Columbus Chrijl. difcovers Jamaica, Vol. II. 302. Is wreck'd,

203. His ill Ufage, his Epitaph, ib.

Connedicut Colony, in Neav-England, fettled. Vol. I. 66. Con-
federated with the other Colonies, 88. Its Conftitution, 304.

Corn, Indian, fee Maize.

Corneal County, in Nenx'England, Vol. I. 1 89.

Cotton Tree, in Barbados, defcribed, Vol.11. 112.

Craven County, in Carolina, Vol. I. 509.

Cranxfoul, a Bird fo call'd, Vol. II. 264.

Creolians, why fo call'd. Vol. II. 126.

Cr//?fl/</-Apple-tree, in Barbados, Vol. II. HI.
Cyprcfs, in Maryland, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 342.

DALE'S Gift, in Virginia, built. Vol. I. 364.'

Daricn, Scots Colony fettled. Vol. II. 336.
Darien, in Georgia, fettled, Vol. I. 535.
Dcvi^ Sea, delcrib'd. Vol. II. 228.

Dog'vjoodf
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Dogivoody in Maryland, Vol. I. 342. ^

ZXjwzazVo Ifland, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 188, etfeq. Since the Ac-
count of it was printed. Lord Cathcart\ Fleet put in here.

, Dorado, a Fifli fo call'd. Vol. II. 194.
Dorchejier, in Neiv- England, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 198.
Dorchejier County, in Maryland, Vol. II. 339.
Dorchejier, m Carolina, Vol.1. ^13.

Do^very in Penjylvania, Vol. I. 304.

Drake, Sir Francis, the firil Man that landed in New- England,
Vol. I. 39.

Dungan, Col. a Papift, Governor of Nenv-Tork, a true Lover of his
Country, Vol. I. 240.

Dunfian, Hannah, of Nenxi -England, her mafculine Spirit, Vol. L
162.

EARTHQUAKE, dreadful one. Vol. II 322, et-feq.

Eafl Nenv-Jerfey, how bounded. Vol. I. 282. And divided,
283, et feq. Trade, 289.

Ebenezer, Old and New, in Georgia, Vol. I. 536.
Elizabeth Town, in Eaft Nenv-Jerfey, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 284.
£//z«^^/^ City and County, m Virginia, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 409.
Ejjex County, in Ne-w-England, Vol. I.

1 90.

EJJex County, in Eaji Ne^v-Jer/ey, Vol. I. 284.
EJix Coanty, in Virginia, Vol. I. 411.

Fj^IRFlELD County, in Neiv-England, Vol. L 209.
Falmouth Town, in Antego, Vol. II. 193.

Fig, Indian, how propagated. Vol. II. 406.
Fire. Arms, ufe of, firft taught the Savages, Vol. I. 55.
Fijhery at Ne^iifoundland, Advantage of. Vol. I. 19, 20.
Fly-Catcher, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 405.
Flies, fire, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 408.
Freggats, Birds fo call'd. Vol. II. 408.
Frederica Town, in Georgia, defcrib'd, Vol. I. 536.
French, their ridiculous Complaifance for the Charibheans, Vol. IL

265. And Vanity, 277.
/ro^rj^.'ifr's Streighcs, where and when difcover'd, Vol. I. 543.

G,

GEORG lA, its Charter and Bounds, Vol. I. 5*5. Tfullces,
526. Firft Imbarkation, ?^. ^afawW.- Town built, 527.

Indian Nations fubmit to the Englifh, 529. Articles of Trade
withr
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with them, 531. Firft Ship here from England, ib. Indian

Chiefs brought over by Mr. Ogiethorpe, 532. ChaSiaiJO Indians

^

533. Trade with the Englijh, 534 Darien, 535. Greater

Jmbarkation, ib. Old and Ne'w Ebenezer laid out by Saltz^

burghers, 536. Frederica built, ib. St. ^ndre-jfs¥ort., on Cum-
berland lUznd, 537. Jmelia liiand, ib. Augufia well feated

for the Indian Trade, ib. Jamej Oglethorpe, Efq; General of

. the Forces of Cflro/;'«a and Georgia, 538. Fifty five Children

born in the Camp here laft Year, ib. Situation and Soil, 539.
Its Security to our Colonies, ib. Produft and Trade, 540.
Wages and Price of Provifions, 541

.

German Tovjn, '\n Pen^hania, Vol. I. 302.

Gillam, Capt. Zach. firft fettles in Hudfon\-Bay, Vol. I. 544.
Ginger Plant, \n Barbados, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 113.

Gloucejier Coanty, in Virginia, Vol. I. 41 1.

Gofnold, Capt. his early Voyage to J^evj-England^ Vol, I, 30.

To Virginiat 353.
Guanier Tree, defcribed. Vol. II. 1 10.

Cuildfordt in New-England, Vol. I. 208.

H.

HAMPSHIRE, New, Province of, in Neiv-England, de-

fcrib'd. Vol. I. 70.

Hampjhire, Npvj, County, Vol.1. 199.

Hartford, in Neiju-England, built. Vol. I. 66. Town and County
defcribed, 207.

ii/«ri;«r</ College, founded. Vol. I. 78. Defcription of, 212,
et feq.

Henrico County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 405.
Henriccpolis Town, Vol. I. 406.

Hiaccomes, an Indian Preacher, converted, Vol. I. 95.
Hole Town, in Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 100.

Horn-Fly, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 241.

Hotue, Lord, Governor of Barbados, Vol. II. 89. His Death
and good Character, 91.

Hudfon, Capt. difcovers Neiv-Tork, and fells it to the Dutch,

Vol. I. 236. Difcovers Hudfon^s-Bay, ^43.
Hudfon*%-Bay,?i\STetclnt(i Place,Vol. I. 542, Hud/on,the Difcoverer,

is kiird, 543. How the Englijb came co fettle it firft, 544. Firft

Proprietaries, 545. Situation and Extent, ib. Streights de-

fcrib'd, ib. Air, Soil, 547. Standard of the Trade, ib. Firft

- Governor, 549. And Traders, ib. Difturbed by the French,

ib. How the Englijh live, ib. The Settlement in great Djftrefs,

556. A Governor at Port tielfon, 559. Five Settlements in

the Bay, 561. Lofe all, feq. Reftored by the Vtrech Peace,

567.
Hurricanes, Prognofticks of them, Vol. II. 290.
Hujkanavjing, what it is, Vol. I. 424.

H h Jamaicaf
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Jamaka, difcorcred by Cbrijisplyer Cclumtn:, \ ol. II. 302.

W.iO is vsTick'd here, 305. Wicnce its Name, ii>. Fir&Sf>ax^

Sen.lemenr, 304. And Trade, ih. Maflacred 60C00 JaMtau

there, 305. Sir AKtbony Shirl^ plunders it, H. et Jef. Col.

jaci/sr. takes and leaves it, ib. Reduced by CriuK'sixS's Forces,

zi. Col. Doilj Governor, 3c 7. Col. Brajne Governor, 309.
CdL DMy ccEtinaed Govcrcor, ih. Lord JVixJ/sr Governor,

:;io. Sir Thctaoi I^ledifard, ib. Great Increafe of the Inhabi-

taiitF, ib. Buccatiten begin their Erterprizef, 311. Sir 22»-

nms Lznth Governor, 312. Captain, afterwards bir Henry Mtr-

£i2r'; Snccenesagainfi the5/!«zrz<2r:£f, 312, ei/(g- Takes Pau-
Tfza, 513. Lord Faicgbaz Governor, 314. Sent Prifwier to

EcglzvJ, 315. Earl of Ccrlij'U Governor, 316. Sir Uaaj
Jiilorgan Depaty-Governor, ib. Sir 'T. Ltnch again Governor,

317. CoL Haider 'hlcutfvx.rih Governor, 528. Doke oiM-
SeauzrJe GovemoT, 319. A terrible Earthquake, 320. C©L
hlilepDJi^rtb again Governor, 521. Earl of Ir.cbe^iK Governor,

ii. The prodigious Earthquake, 322, et fcq. Sir William

Be^Um Governor, 328. The French land there and are beaten

c^ 330, et feq. KebeH-^us Negroes, 354. General Seht-yn

Governor, 356. Peter Bukfurd^ Efq; l^enteiiant-Governor,

337. Earl of PiT/friicrBa^i^ appointed Governor, 338. Capts.

KirbyssA Wade, their Cowaiidice, 339. CoL 1homos Htmdth-

fiit Governor, 340. Admiral Grt^^dan and CbL Ce/mAEM ar-

rive here with Force!, 342. Lord Archibald Hamkmt Gc-
vemcr, 344. Complaints of Male Adiaini&atioii here, ih.

The pemicioas Pradice ofEfcheats, 547. Mr. ^^, Provofi-

Marfhal, his Oppreffion, 3.8. Chiet Jcftice Hn^nvBod, &c.

turned out, 3ro. Spamjh Depredations, 3;!. Cotmdl, 352.

Frivolous Coaplaimts of the Sfaiaardj, ii. Ptter Hrry^^eod, El(j;

GovoTtor, 354. ijK6.Hamtim. feet Prifoner to Lxgiandy 355.
Sir Isich. LtKMjs, a Planter, Governor, ib. Pirates infieft here,

3^6. ConuDodoR, now Adniral Vemsn, demands Sathfaftion

of the Gorenior of IriKiiadi for Spani/b DqvedatiaQS, 358.
Governor I«^'s good Speech, 561. A dreadful HorricaDe,

362, et Jeq. Gitarda-djia Men hanged, 566, Of the Mmf'
chetD Indians, ih. et /eq.Thax Friendship to the Ei^Ii/b, &c. ii.

Duke ci Portland Gaviexoat, 368. Col. Dubsurgetj, lienteiBllt-

Govemor, difcharged, 369. Advantage to be made of the

"hlufchetDs, 370. Of the Coin, 3-1. Of the Roads, 372.

Miniilefs Income, 373. Ihike of /*«r//<w!!4"s Death, 575. The
Conncil addrefs the Durchefe, ib. J. AJctatgh, Efq; Prefidenr,

576. General fl«jz/«- Governor, ih. Skirmifh with the Ne-
gro Rebels, 5-7. John Gregvfj, Efq; Pre£dent, 379. Henry

CxBh^ham, Eiq; Governor, ib. His Death, ib. Ed-vpttrd

Trela^ey, Efq; Governor, ib. Rebellious Negroes fubmit,

3 So. Admiral r^aw arrives here, 5 Si. Takes Pcrt^Belk

and

i
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and Chagre, 384. et/eq. Towns, Fort?, Pariflies in Jamaica^

defcrib'd, 388, tt Jtq. Climate and Sol!, 594, tt feq. The
Zugar here, 396. Cocoa, Manner cf plar.ting it, 397, et Jiq^,

• Piemento, 400. Cahbage-Trtc, Accoont of, 403. Cochineal,

defcrib'd, 4C5. Fiih, Fruiti, Aniraab, l^c. 406, et feq. Man-
chintlb, 409. The Alligator defcrib'd, ib. Of the Inhabi-

tants, 411, It fi<l- Trade, 413. Produd, ib. Latitude, 414,
Rivers, ib. Bays, 415. Port-Rojal, ib. St. Jago de la Vega

,

or Spanijh Town, 416. Other Towns, ib. Parifhe*, 418.
Number of Inhabitants, ib. What the Spaniards call the illi*

dt Trade, defcrib'd, 419. Of Logwood cutting, 420.
yames'BavtT, \n Virginia, Vol. I. 413.

James Cit)', in James Count)', dei'crib'd, Vol. I. 406.
Indians, fee the Accounts of them in their refpedive Colonies.

Indigo, Defcription of it. Vol. II. 400.

JJU q{ Wight QaxOiX^f, m Virginia, Vol. I. 4C5.

K.

K£
A'T Count)', in Pen^h-ania, Vol. I. 504.
Kent County, in Maryland, Vol. I. 339.

Aif/7/-A"r«; County, in Virginia, \'ol. I. 411.

Kingfton, in Jamaica, great Morulity there, Vcl. II. 323. De=
fcrib'd, 390.

King William Count)", in Virginia, Vol. I. 411.
King and ^iuen\ Coanty, ib.

LAMENTINE, a Fife fo call'd. Vol. II. 229.
Lancafter Qonnvy, in Virginia, Vol I, 412.

landgraves, in Carglma, \q\. I. 465.
L^men-TTte, in Barbados^ \"oL II. iio.

Liguania, in Jamaica, deftroyed by an Earthqaake, Vol. II. 3 26.
Lizards, in Nnis, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 238.
Xw-Trees, Vol. II. 109.

Loch, the Philofopher, his Draught cf a Conftitution for Car*'
Una, Vol. I. 462.

lag^-cod, of the cutting it, Vol. I. 420.
London Sew County, in Nrrx-England, Vol. I. 20".

Lcng-JJIand, in Kcw-England, \q\. I, ^9. InAVu-Tari, 274-

M.

MACOWTtte, defcrib'd. Vol.11, nt.
Main County, in Ne^-EnglanJ, Vo\. I. 70.

iiiaize, 01 Indian Corn, its Growth, VoL I. 189, rt Je^i

H h 2 Mat^a^
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Mangrove Tree, defcrib'd, Vol. II. m.
Manchineal Tree, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 404.

Manchineal h."^^^, th.

Manteo,- a faithful Indian brought to England, VoL I. ^7.
Chriilened and rewarded, 351.

Martha\ Vineyard, Ifland of, planted. Vol. I. 86. IJefcrib'd,

201.

Martinicd, attacked by the Englijh, VoL II. 54.

Maryland, Bounds by the Grant, Vol. I. 325, et feq. By whom
named, 324. Firft Adventurers thither, ih. Governrhent

fettled i 328. Settlement, 32J, et feq. Divifion into Coun-

ties, 329. Liberty of Conicience there, 330. Churches built

there, 332. State of it, ib. Geographical Defcription, 335.
Climate, 339. The Tobacco, 340. Soil; ib. Trade, ib.

etfeq.

Majfachufet Colony founded. Vol. I. 57. ,Firft Proprietors, ih.

et feq. Geographical Defcription of it, 224, et feq.

Melaffes, how made, Vol.11. 158, et feq.

Middlefex Coxmty, \n Nenv-England, Vol. I. 192.

Middlefex County, xnEafiNenxj-Jerfey, 284.

Middkfex Connty, m Virginia, 411. " '

Mifjifjtpi, the Englijh have as much Right to it as the Frt^cty

Vol. I. 41 2. French there not fo dangerous as reprefettted,

^-- 496.
Montferrat, why fo call'd. Vol. II. 227. Its Situation, ih. Cli-

mate, Soil, 228. Deputy-Goviemor and Council, 231. French

land there, 232. E^igltfh retire to YoxtDodon, till the Friaeh

leave the Ifland, ih. A prodigious Hurricane, 234. Aft a-

gainft ivvac^ Trade, 235.

Morgan, Sir Henry, the Buccaneer, his Aftions, Vol. II. 312,
et feq. Takes Panatna, 313. Ill ufed, 315. Made Deputy-
Governor of Jamaica, 3 1 6.

Mofe, the Way of hunting it. Vol. I. 187. w^i

Mount-Joy, inPenf^hania, Vol. I. 303.
Mount-Hope, in Neiu-England, Vol. I. 202.

Mufchetves, AcQonnt oft Vol. II. 122.

N.

N^'ANSEMUND County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 405.
Natttucket Ifland, inhabited by Chrifiian Indians, Vol. fv

201.

Narraganfets, their King taken. Vol. I. 87. Subdued by th<t

Englijh, 1 20.

NaJJau, in Providence, defcrib'd, Vol.11. 429, 435.
Nelfon Port, in Hudfon*s-Bay, Vol. I, 545. A Governor there,

559-
Nevis, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 256. Sir G. Jyfcue reduces it, Ij/T

Climate and Soil, ih. Produfl and Trade, ih. et feq. Alii*

mals, 238, etjeq^. Sir lim, Ibwnhill and General Cidrinpm
here.
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Jfiere, to a£l againft the French Iflands, 244, et feq. The
French land and plunder it, 255. Lieutenant-Governor and
Council, 256. Governor's Salary fettled, 257. Addrefs a-

gainft the Death of Park, ib.

j\^'u;f<j^/<r Town and County, in Penjyhania, Vol. I. 303.
'j^'Vi-England, Vol. I. Capt. Gofnolcts firll Voyage in Qiieen

Elizabeth's time, ^g. Popham :\nd. Gilbert's, 41, Cz\V6. Nenxi-

Fngland, ib. Capt. HunC's, Villainy to the Indians, 42. Squanto

the faithful Indian, 43. Firft Settlement, 45. Betrayed

by Hollanders, ib. Inftrument of Aflbciation, ib. Mr. J.
Carver Governor. 46. Plimouth Colony fettled, 47. Indians

and their King Majfafoit vifit the F-ngliJh, 47, 48. William

5r«(^r^, Efq; Governor, 48. iW/^« Princes fubmit, 49. The
ill Fate of Wejlon and his Colony, 5 1 . Peircei Treachery, 52.
Mr. Winjloixi takes out the firft Patent, 53. Firft neat Cattle,

ib. Capt. Woolajion\ Settlement fruftrated, 55. Morton^

%

Mutiny, ib. Teaches the Savages the \3{t of Fire-Arms, ib.

Diftribution of Land, 56. The ilf^r^a/^/ Patent, 57. Mat-
thenuCradock, Efq; Governor, ib. J. £W/Vo/ Deputy-Governor,
ib. The grand Imbarkation, 58. Separatijls there, ib. J.
l^inthrop, Efq; Governor, T. Dudley, Efq; Deputy-Governor,

59. Salem built, 59. Sir. R. Saltonjlal, &c; remove to Majfa-

chufet, 60. Charles-Toivnhnih, Bojlon built, 60, 61. Sir .^.

Gardiner there, 62. Cambridge built, 63. Univerfity found-

ed, 77. Indians murder the i'/;^/^, 63. Indians Lands pur-

chafed, 64. Perfecution there, 65. Sir H. Vaiie there, ib,

Connellicut Colony fettled, 66. Ed. Hopkins, Efq; Governor,

ib. Oliver Cromnjcell 2Sidi others, about to remove thither, 68.

Neiu-Ha'ven Colony, 69. neop. Eaton, Efq; Governor, ib.

Nenjo-Hamp/hire and Main Government, 70. The Pequot War,

71, et feq. The good Behaviour of an Indian Princefs, 74.
Pequots fubjedled, ib. Sedition about the Covenants of Grace

znd Woris, y^. Neiu-England Synod explained, 76. Antim-

mians banifli'd, 77. Settle at Rhode- IJland, 77. Confederacy

of the four Governments here, 78. Long tjland inh^th'ited hy
the Englijh, 79. Puritans remove hither, 81. Marthd'^Vint-

yard planted, 86. War between Indian Kings, 87. Capt.

jitherton feizes the King of the Narragantfcts, ib. Indians con-

verted to Chrijiianity, 90. et feq. Mr. Elliot preaches to them,

ib. He tranllates the Bible into their Language, 9;. Hiac-

comes, an Indian Preacher, ib. Mr. Maybenxj's Million, 97.
Nevj-England Society for propagating the Gofpel, 99. Names
of them in Ne-ui and Old England, too. et feq. Synod at Cam-
bridge, 102. Baptifts perfecuted, ?^. Again, 112. Cruel Laws
againft Quakers, 103, 10^, et feq. 7", P/;/7«, Ffq; Governor,

104. F. A'ifTUOTflT/, Efq; Governor, 105. ^(f««f?- the 5th Mo-
narchift there, ib. Mafpifoit's two Sons take the Name of

Alexander and Philip, 108. Synod at Bofon, 106. The Be-

ginning of putting People to Death for Witchcraft, no. Con-

neilicut and Neiu Haven Colony united, ill. J. Leveret, Efq;

H h 3 Governos
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Governor, 113. J. Sanfaman, King Philips Secretary, be-
comes a Preacher, and is murder'd, ib. The War with King
Philip begins, 116, et feq. Capt. Beers, &c. kill'd, 119.

Governor Winjlonu fubdues the Narragantfets, 1 20. Six Eng-

lifh Captains Icill'd, 121. A great Slaughter of the Indians,

ib. The French affifts them, ib. The Queen of Pocafeth Bra-

very, 125. King Philip fhot by an Indian, ib. The War in

theEaft, 126, et feq. W. Leet, Efq; Sim. Bradjireet, Efq; and
Robert Treat, Efq; Governors, 128. l^eiv-England Charter

taken away, ib. H. Cranfield, Efq; Governor, 129. Jof.

Dudley, Efq; Governor, ib. Sir Edmund j^ndros Governor, ib.

Seized, 136. Council refume the Government, 137. Capt.

afterwards Sir William Phips, brings home immenfe Treafure,

130. Made High Sheriff, 134. Third Indian War, 132.

Indians take Pemmaquid-Yort, i 38. Bravery of two ^wg-/^ Boys,

139, ?)\r William Phipsh unfortunate Expedition to ^ebec,
140. The Difference between the old and new Charter, 144.
Sir William Phips Governor, ib. Capt. Connjers's Bravery, 1 45.
Pemmaquid Neiv Fort built, 1 46. Peace with the Indians con-

cluded there. 147. Witch Plague, 148, et feq. Mr. Boroughs,

a Minifter, tried and hang'd as a Witch, 149, 151. Numbers
more hang'd, 151, et feq. Dog hang'd as an Accomplice,

156. Dr. Mather'' s and Sir. William Phips' s, Relations accufed of
Witchcraft, ib. A Stop thereupon to the Perfecution, ib.

Difcontents againft Sir William Phips, 158. W. Stoughton, Efq;

Governor, 159. The Indians fet on by iht French againft the

Englijh, 159. A War, and their King Bomafeen taken, 160.

Major Hammond taken and fold, and redeemed by Count Fron-

tiniac, 161. /W/a^zj firft ride a Horfeback, ib. C^«^ delivers

up Pemmaquid Fort, ib. Kill'd 1 64. Hannah Dunflan''s Stout-

nefs rewarded, 162. Earl of Belmont Governor, 164. Indian

Sachems fubmit to ^/?g-/<2W, 165. Nenu-England z&&.%Jamaica,

167. Q. Dudley, Efq; Governor, ib. General Hill and Ad-
miral Ho-uenden, their fatal Expedition to Cfl««^<?, 169. Sa-

muel Sbute, Efq; Governor, 171. Nenxi Ha'ven Univerlity fet

up, 173. Pirates tried and hang'd, 174. W. Burnet, Efq;

Governor, ib. J. Belcher, Efq; Governor, 175. Contell»

about the Governor's Salary, 176, et feq. Salary fettled, 179.
Woods for Mafts laid out, 1 80. Climate, Soil and Produdt,

181, et feq. Hunting the Mofe, 187. Geographical Defcrip-

tion of Counties, Towns, ^c. 1 89, et feq. Bofton defcrib'd,

193, et feq. Number of Inhabitants, 196. Trade and Way
of Living, 197. Rhode- lfla7!d defcr'ih'd, 203. M«r/^«'s Vine-

yard, 201. Nenx:-England, its Inhabitants, Fruitfulnefs and
Pleafantnefs, 205. Its Laws and Government, 210, et feq,

Har-vard College, 312, et feq. Of the Indians, 223, 224,
225. Number of Inhabitants in iVi?w-£«g-/!?W, 227. Englijh

Title to the Miffijfpi, 2:8. Trade of Neiu-England, 229,
Plenty of Naval Stores, ?3i. Exports thence to the Sugar-

Ifiands, 234.
iVlfw-
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NeTJufounMand, its Situation, idle Pretences of the French to the

Difcovery, Vol. I. 2. Sir H. Gilbert takes Pofleffion for

Queen Elizabeth, 3. Caft away, 4. Firft NeiJufoundlaniJ Com-
pany, 5. Dr. Vaughan purchafes and fettles, 7. Sir G. Cal-

a//r/'s Grant, 8. Number of Inhabitants, 14. Climate, Way
of Living, and Soil, 16. The Spaniards pretend to the Fifhery,

17. Produft, Meats, Fifh, ig. The Banks, 20. Indians, 2i,

22. Wars between the French and Englijh, 22, 23, 24. Sir

J . Norris here, 24. Ceffion of the Ifland by the French to the

Englijh, 26.

Nevjha'ven Colony, in Nenx^- England, fettled. Vol. I. 69. Join'd

to ConneSlicut, 1 1 1. County defcrib'd, 208.

Neiv-yer/ey dt^crWi'di, VsLXtoi i^ova Belgia, Vol. I. 281. Sivedes

here, 282. Divided into two Proprieties, ib. Their Bounds,

ib. Divifion, Ball and Weit, 283. Why not encouraged, :'^,

Counties, ib. et feq. Iron Works, 286. No Churches, ib.

Dr. Cox, Proprietor of Weji Jerfey, ib. Number of Inhabitants,

289. Second Proprietaries, 290. Robert Barclay, Efq; the

famous Quaker, Governor, 291. Ga-iven Lanxirie, Efq; De-
' puty-Governor, ib. Terms of Sale of Lands, ib. Sir Neat

Campbell Governor, 292. Col. Andre^w Hamilton Governor,

293. Edmund Byllings, Efq; Governor of fi^eji Neiv-Jerfey, ib.

Charter furrender'd, 294. Trade here, 29:;. Increafe of

Slaves, ib. Lenxjis Morris, Efq; Governor, ib.

Neiv-Scotland, its Difcovery and Settlement, Vol. I. 28, et feq.

That and Canada belongs to the Englijh, who drive out the

French, 31, 32. Mr. de la Tour his Purchafes there of the Eng-

lijh, ib. Yielded together with Canada by Charles II. to the

Frenchf 33. Sir ^. Phips retakes it, ib. Governor Nicholfon

calls Port-Royal Anapolis, 34. Indians, 36. Their Mufick,

37. Cape Briton Ifland, its great Advantage for the Fifhery,

ib. Better for the French than Ne^wfoundland, ib. et feq. Given
up to them by the Utrecht Treaty, ib.

Neiv-Tork, Dutch firft Pofleflbrs, Vol. I. 236. Bounds, 237.
Climate and Soil, 238. The Englijh take Pofleflion of it, ib.

Defcrib'd, 239. Hud/on's River, ib. Capt. Nichols Governor,

240. Sir Edmund Andros, ib. Col. Dungan, ib. Col. Schuy-

ler's Expedition againft ^icbec, 241. SchencSiada burnt by
the French, 242. Col. Le/ley Governor, by Ufurpation, ib.

Condemned and executed, 243. Col. Fletcher Governor, ib.

Count de Frontinac enters and quits the Province, ib. Col.

Slaughter Governor, ib. Jof. Dudley Efq ; Deputy-Governor,

244. Earl of Bellamont Governor, ib. Mr. Nan/an Deputy-
Governor, zA Lord Corw^wry Governor, 245. /«^/«« Kings of
the five Nations ^t London, 247. A'(?'u;-2W' joins in the Expe-
dition againft Canada, 248. Palatines fettle there, 249. The
Charge of it, 250. Brigadier Hunter Governor, renews the

Alliance with the Kings of the five Nations, ib. W. Burnet,

Efq; Governor, 251. Peter Schuyler, Efq; Prefident, meets the

Indian Segamores at Albany, ib. Another Congrefs with them
Hh 4 at
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at Albany, ^53. Their Speeches, ii. etfeq. John Montgomtry, Efq;

Governor, 256. Rip. Van Dam, Efq; PrefKlent, tb. W, Cojhyy

Efq; Governor, 257. His Quarrel with Mr. Van Dam, ib. etji^.

And with Chief Juitice Morrke, 259. Orders Zenger the Printer

to be profecuted, 263. Tried and acquitted, 268. Mr. Hamil-

ton, Zenger's Council, highly honoured by the City of Netu-

Tork, 269. Geographical Account of the Province, 271, et Jiq,

The Five Nations, 273. Long-IJland, 274. Climate and Soil,

276. Indians, ib. Number of Souls, £»g/j^ and /»<^/<wj, 279.
Trade a very profitable one, ib.

New Tork Town, firft called "Nevj-Amfierdantf Vol. I, 39. et feq.

Norfolk County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 4O5.

Northumberland, ib. 412.

o.

OIL, Train, how made. Vol. I. 20.

Oppecancanough, Emperor of the Virginia Indians, formida-

ble to the Englijh, Vol. I. 370. Maffacres them, ib. Defeated

by the Englifh, 371. Maffacres tJiem again, 373. Is taken,

374. His Magnanimity and Death, ib.

Orange Trees, in Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 109, \xi.^er-

tnudas, 45 I.

Crojioco, a Bird fo call'd. Vol. II. 264.
Ojjlins, in Barbados, why fo call'd. Vol. II. 103.

P^ZMTree, in Bermudas, Account of. Vol, II. 451,
Palmer Worm, Vol- II. 242.

Palmeto Tree, Vol. \l. 1 13.

PflrW Sugars, what they are, /^. 153.
Papa'Tree, in Barbados, ib. iio.

Pari, Col. Governor of the Leeward IJlands, Vol. II. 204. His
tragical End, 219.

Parrot Fifli, in Barbados, Vol. II. 123. \n Antego, 196.

Pajfage Fort, in Jamaica, deltroyed by an Earthquake, Vol. II.

326. Defcribed, 417.
Pf«r prickled, '\n Barbados, defcribed. Vol. 11. 109. In Bertaif-

das, 45 1

.

felicar, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 408.
fefnlko, a Bird in Bermudas fo call'd, Vol. II. 452.
Pen, V/llliafny^{(\\ procures a Grant o{ Penfyhania, Vol. I. 297,"

Goes thither, 310. Buys the Country of the Indians, ib.

Leaves the Place, 315. Government taken from him, ib. His
Trouble^ 317. Dyes, 318.

Pen, William. Efq; Jjnicr, goe$ to Pen/yhania,Yo\. I. 32?.
Pciijhcrry, in Penfshania, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 299.
Ptnjylvania, the Grant prom H'ed to Sir William Pen, Vice-Ad^

piiral, Vol. I. 297, Given his Son, ib, Extent and Bounds,
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a. Lands not yet laid out, 298. Coanties, iL tt J^. Swedes

and Dutch here, 299. Philadelphia, fine Plan of it, ib. A
Ch.\XTc\ioi England there, 301. Svjedijh Churches, 302; Num-
ber of Inhabitants, 304. Climate and Soil, 305. Produft, 306.

Indians, ib. Why the Indians have flat Heads, 307. Swedes

furrender to the Dutch, 309. Col. Jf^. Markham Governor, ih.

Kates of Land at firft and now, 310. William Pen, Efq; Go-
vernor, ib. Buys the Country of the Indians, ih. The Indians

get by the coming of the Engli/h, 311, The Conftitution, ib.

Alter'd, 311. Mr. Pen, a Court Favourite, 312. Col. Fletcher

Governor, 313. Capt. Blackiuell Governor, ib. Tobacco not

to be preferred here, ib. Thomas Lloyd, Efq; Governor, ib.

The Ballot abolilh'd, 314. George Keith, the Convert Quaker,
offends, ib. Col. Jnd. Hamilton Deputy-Governor, 315.
Col. Evans Governor, approved by the Queen, ib. Mines,

3 1 6. Trade and Labour, ib. William Keith, Efq; Governor,

318. New Comers taxed, ib. Fire at Philadelphia, 318. Cre-

dit,Aflbciation, 3 1
9. Major Gcr^/os Governor, 320. Adls pafs'd,

ib. More new Comers, 321. Number of Inhabitants, 321.
Mr. Pen, Junior, arrives, ib. League with the Indiansy -^zz.

Peppir, red, the Plant in Barbados, Vol. II. 113.

Pepper Tree, in Jamaica, defcrib'd. Vol. 11. 401.

Pequot Indians, War with the EngliJ}}, Vol. I. 71, et feq^.

Perth, Amboy, in Eaft Newjer/ey, Vol. I. 285.

Philadelphia City, defcribed. Vol. I. 299, et feq. Fire there,

318. Number of Inhabitants, 321.

Philadelphia County, ib. 299.

Philip, King of the Wampanoags, his Wars with the Englijh,

Vol. I. 116, et feq. Sets the M<!7ya«j againft him, 123. Is

kill'd, 125.

Phips, Sir Wil/iam, finds a Wreck, Vol. I. 130. Made High
Sheriff ^of Nenv-England, 134. Reduces Nenxi-Scotland, 33,
His Expedition againft the Frenchzt Canada, 140. Puts an End
to Witch-burning, 156. Sent to England,i^<). HisBirth, 190.

PhyJiciNut, Vol.11. 107.

Piemento, in "Jamaica, defcrib'd, 410.

Pike, Land, Vol. II. 239.
PineTiee, in Barbades, defcrib'd, Vol.11. 114.

Plantine Tree, ib. 113.

Plimouth Colony, in Ne<w-E»gland, fettled. Vol. I. 47. L^nited

with the other Colonies, 88. The Town defcribed, ib.

Pocahonta, an Indian Princefs, in Virginia, her Kindnefs to Capt.

Smith, Vol.1. 361. Stoln by Sir Samuel Argdl, 365. Chri-

ftened, 366. Married to Mr. Rolfe, and carried to Enoland, ib.

Her Treatment at Court, 367. Her Death in England, ib.

Poi/on Tree, in Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 107.

Poijbn Weed, in Bermudas, ib. 454.
Pomgranafe Tree, Vol. II. no.
Portland, Duke of, Govcmor of Jamaica, Vol. II. 568. His

Death, ^y;.
Porta-
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Pcrio-Belb defcrib'd. Vol. II. 381. Taken by Admiral Vernen, ih.

Port-Royal, in Jamaica, deltroyed by an Earthquake, Vol. II

322, et fiq. Its prefent Defcription, 415.
Port- Royal, in Ne^-Scotlatid, Vol. I. 34.

Port- Royal, in Carolina, Vol. I. 516.

Po'vuanv Indian, in Hudjon\-Bayy what it is, Vol. I. 553.
Po^hatanY>\v\<g, wars with the Englijh, Vol. I. 360, His Daughter

turns Chriftian, and marries an Englijh Gentleman, 366. He
makes Peace with the Englijh, ib.

Po'zvhatan Town, ib. ^^c).

Prince George County, in Fir^inia, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 406.

Prince George County, in Maryland, ib. 337.
Princefs Jnn County, m Virginia, ib. 405.
Pron)ide7tce and Bahama Iflands, their Difcovery, Vol. II. 422.

Proprietaries, 423. Mr. Chillingiuorth Governor, 424. Mr.
Clark Governor, ib. Cadwallador Jones Governor, his Ty-
ranny, ib, Mr. Gilbert JJhley Prefident, 426. A Sedition

there, 427. A'very the Pirate there, 429.- Mr. Trot Gover-

nor, ib. Houfe of Lords petition Queen Anne about it, 433.
Mr. Webb Governor, 430. Mr. EL HaJket Governor, 431.
Mr. Lightfoot Governor, 432. Mr. Birch Govtxnox, ib. Capt.

Woodes Rogers Governor, 433. Council and chief OfRcers,

435. Number of Inhabitants, 436. Infolent Claim of the

Spaniards to thefe Iflands, 437. Mutiny of the Soldiers there,

438.

^ebecy attack'd by Sir W.Phips, Vol. I. 140.

R-

RATTLESNAKE, in Ne^-Engknd, Vol. I. 187.

Rat-Plague, in Bermudas, Vol. II. 444.
Ranxileigh, Sir Walter, difcovers Virginia by his Servants, Vol. I.

346. Said to go there himfelf, 350.
Reading, m Nenx:-England, defcrib'd, Vol. I. 193.

Rhods^IJland, defcrib'd. Vol. I, 203.
i?/Vf Trade, great Increafe of, Vol. f. 519.
Richmond QQunty, m Virginia, Vol. I. 412.
Roenoke Ifle, the lirll Land made by the Adventurers to Virginia^

Vol. I. 346.
Rolfe, Mr. marries the Indian Princefs PocahontOy Vol. I. 366.

Call'd in Qaeftion for it, ti67.

Rocquet, an Animal, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 264.
Roxbury, \n ]Se-Li:-E?2gland, defcrib'd, Vol.1. 1 99.
Rum, iiow made, Vol. II. 150, et feq.

Rupert's River, in Hudfotis, Bay, firit fettled upon, Vol. I. 544.

'

St. Audrew^s
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ST. Andrtiu^s Parifli, mBarhtuioi, Vol. IT. 102.

St. AndrevJ'sV&n^, in Jamaica^ Vol. JI. 390.
St.Barthobme'vJi\^z.XiA,Vlk.tXi by Sir 7". Thornhiliyq\. II. 2/^^,etfeq.

St. Criftopher\ Difcovery, Vol. II. 158. Settled hy Englijh and
French, z^g. Sir Thomas Warner Governor for the Englijh, 260.

Col. Rich Governor, 261. Climate, Soil and Produft, 262.
Parifties, 263. A full Account of the Charihheam, 265, et feq,

Mr. Everard Governor, 280. Sir William Stapkton Governor,

281. Sir Nath. Johnfon, ih. Englijh furrender to the French,

ih. Recover'd by General Codrington and Sir Tim. Thomhill,

288. Sir William Mattheivs Governor, 291. The Ceffion of
it to the Engli/h by the IVeaty of Utrecht, 294, Lands left by
Utit French, 295. Coin raifed by the Lieutenant-Governor a-

gainft the Aft, 296. Governor's Salary fettled, 298.
St. David's Parifti, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 388.

St. Dorothy's, ih. ^gz.

St. ElizahefFs ih.

St. George's Parirti, in Barbados, Vol. II. lOO.

St. George's Parifh, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 393.
St. George's Ide, one of the Bermudas, Vol. II. 448, et/ej.

St. Jago de la Vega, in Jamaica, built. Vol. II. 304. Chriji.

Columbus made Duke of it, ih. Plunder'd by Sir Ant. Shirley,

305. By Col. Jackjon, ih. Deftroyed by an Earthquake, 326.
Defcrib'd, 391.

St. James's Parilh, in Barbados, Vol. II. 100.

St. James's Parifli, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 392.
St. John's Parifh, in Barbados, Vol. II. 102.

St. John's Parifli, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 391.
St. John's Town, in Nenvfoundland, Vol. I. 13. DeHroyed by

the French, 1 4.

St. John's Town, in Antego, Vol. II. 193.
St.JoJeph'sV^xi^, in Barbados, Vol. II. 102.

St. Katharine's Parifli, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 390.
St. Lucia, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 171. The Right of the^«_f/^to

it, 172. The jF;rwf^ difpoflefs'd, ib. Firft Settlement aban-

doned, ih. French complain of the Englijh taking Wood there,

173. Governor oi Barbados forbids the French to fettle there,

174. A Grant of it to the Dukeof M(j«/^7^«<', 175. Prepara-

tion for a Settlement, ib. The Enghjl? begin it, and are op-

pofed by the French, 177, et Jeq. Englijh anu French leave tlie

Right to it contelted, 181.

St. Lucys Parifli, in Barbados, Vol. II. loi-

St. Mary's Parifli, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 393.
St. Mary's County, in Mary/and, Vol. I. 336. City, ib.

St. MichaeFs Parifti, in Barbados, Vol. II. 98.
St. Piter's Parifli, in Barbados, 101.

St. Thomas's Parilh, 100.

St,
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Sf. Thomases, in the Vale, Vol. II. -393.
St. Vincent^?,, inhabited hy Indians and Negroes, Vol. H. 183, ^

/eg. Granted to the Duke oiMontague, ib. His Agent thert
unfuccefsful, 184,....

Salem, in Ne-M-England, built, VqI I. 59. Defcrib'd, 19Q.
Savannal> Town, in Georgia, VoLI. 527.
Sajbrook, in Nenx)-England,. hm\t. Vol. I. 67.
SchencSada^ in the Province of iV*3i;-2^i, burnt by the French,

Vol. I. 242.
SchuyUr, Col. P^/f^, of New-York, his Expedition againft jgge'^^f

.

Vol. I. 2\\.
Seajonitigs, in Maryland, Vol. I. 328.
^^ari Fi{h, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 195. ^
^oa/i Tree, in Jamaica, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 403.
Soldier, z. Heptile fo call'd, defcrib'd. Vol. II. ;2 39,
Somerfet County, in Maryland, Vol. I. 339.
Speight's Town, in Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. loi.
5^zVfrj of ^^rwa^a/, defcrib'd, Vol. II. 453.
Spiders, monftrous, in Ne-vis, Vol. II. 241

.

Spotfihania County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 414.
Stafford County, in Virginia, Vol I. 412.
Suffolk County, in Neiv-England, Vol. I. 193.
Sugar,\NhQn firft made in Barbados, Vol. II. 7. A grievous Tax

upon it, 40. Canes, how planted, 145,^/7%. How made, 148,
et/eq. Howclay'd, 152. How refined, 1 54. Jamaica^agdir,
396.

Surinam Colony, abandoned by the Englifi, Vol. II. 316.
^arry County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 405.
Suffex County, in Penfylvania, Vol. I. 304.
SiMord-Fi^h, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 197.

T.

T.^Z,50 7" County, in Maryland, Vol. I. 339.
Tamarine-Tree, in Barbados, Vol. II. 108.

tobacco, firft brought into England, Vol. I. 347. Severe Tax upon
it, 394. How made, 442. Oi Maryland, 'i,i^o. Oi Jamaica,
Vol. IE. 410.

^o^arrojfweet-fcented. Vol. I. 410, 442.
Tortoife, the Fifn fo called, Account of it. Vol. II. 406.
treacle, how made. Vol. II. 15S.
^ygers, flying, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 241.

U.

VereVini^, in Jamaica, Vol. IT. 392.
Viroi,;ia, its Difcovery by Sir JJ^alter Raleigh^ Direftion, Vol. I.

346. Amidas and Barh-xv''s Voyage, ib. Tobacco firft brought
into England, 347. Mr. Ralph Lane, fi,il Governor, 348.
^xxFiancii Drakeh&i-c, -2,^^. Firft Settlement ends, 350. Se-
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cond Settlement, i^. Deftroyed, 3 51- Third Settlement, /^J.

Mr, J. White Governor, ib. The Indian Manteo chri/tcned,

ib. An End of the third Settlement, 352. Capt. GofnolJ's

Voyage, 353. Capt. Pring'^ Voyage, 354. Capt. lVeymoutb\

Voyage, /(^. The South ^/r^w/a Company, 355. Capt. A''^w-

port here, 356. Firft Colony that remained, ib^ Mr. Wing-
}f^/</Prefident, 357. Capt. Radclijfe fididtnt, ib. Capt. Smifh

Prefident, 359^ Sir Thomas Gates, Sir" George Scmers, Capt.

Neivpori, Deputy-Governors, 360. Capt. Smith's Adventures,

361. The Friendfhipof/*<?<ra-^o«M, z^. Mifcrable State of the

Colony, 362. Lbtd Delazvate Gover\\or, ^6^. Sh T. Dale Mux-
fhal General,/^. Sir T. Ga/^j Governor, 365. Pocahonta kizedhy
Capt. jirgal, ib.. Married to Mr. Rolfe, 366. Arrives in £»^-
land, ib. Her Treatment and Behaviour at Court, 357. Dies
in England, ib. Capt. Tardly Deputy-Governor, 366. Sir

Samuel Argal Governor, 367. His Expedition againft the

Dutch and F> inch, .^6ii. Capi. Po-ijuel Deputy-GoveriK>r, 369.
Sir G. Tard/y Governor, ib. The firil Affembly, ib. Sir F.

tVyat Governor, ib. The Englijh maffacred by the Indians,

370. The Company diffblved, 372. Prefent Confl;itution, ib.

Sir J . Har'vey Governor, 373. Sir W. Berkley Governor, ib.

Another MalTacre,. ii^. King O^pccancanaugh kill'd, 374. Sir^.
jBfr/^^y fubmits to the Parliament, 375. Col. Diggs Governor,

377. Mr. Bennet and Mr. Matthev:s Governors, ib. Col-

Francis Morrifon Deputy-Governor, 378. Sir PF. Berkley zg&m
Governor, ib. Clamours here, 379. Adventurers, 381. Dif-

coveries towards the Mountains, ib. Col. Bacon's Mutiny, ib.

The Caufes of it, 382. The Indians &,\r, 383. Bacon ch.oicn

General by the People, 384. Quarrel with the Governor, 385.
Enters James Town with his Army, ib. The Governor flies

from him, 386. Gentlemen join with him, ib. Dies, 387.
Herbert Jeffreys, Efq; Deputy-Governor, 389. Sir PF. Berkley

dies in England, ib. Peace with the Indians, ib. Sir H. Chickley

Deputy-Governor, 390. Lord Cohpepper Governor, ib. Salary

2000/. a Year, ib. Riot about Tobacco, 391. Lord Cohpepper

gets the t^orthern Neck, 392. Lord Ho-ixard, of Effngham, Go-
vernor,393. The Impoil onTobacco,39 ).. Nath. Bacon, Efq; Pre-

fident, 395. A College fet on Foot, ib. Francis Nicholfon, Efq;

Lieutenant-Gc*'ernor, ib. Sir Edmund Androt Governor, 396.
Col. A7f/x//o« Governor, 398. Earl of Oriwj Governor, 4C0.
Ed'Txard Notte, Efq; Deputy -Governor, ib. Col. Spotftvood De-
puty-Governor, 401. His Scheme for a general Houfinor of
Tobacco, ib. Pirates hang'd, 402. Hugh Drifdak, Efcjj Go-
vernor, ih. Major Gouge Governor, 403. Geographical De-
fcription of it, 404. C/6^«^crt^Bay, 405. Sweet-fcented To-
bacco, 410. Williamjburgh defcrib*d, ib. and 436. Hills in

Virginia, 4 1
4, Of the Inhabitants, Englijh and Indians, 416,

etfeq. Government, ^^o, et feq. Church Affairs, 434, fZ/Jy,

Climate, Soil, Produd, 438, et fiq. Beafts, Birds and Filli,

443» ''y^f- Coin and Trade, 447, et/eq. State, 452.

^^
Uni'verjitji
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XJniverJityy in Netu-Englandy an Account of it. Vol. I. 212, etfeq.

Voyage, a very dangeroos one, by Sea, Vol. II. 445.

Urchin, Sea, a Fifh fo call'd", defcrib'd, Vol. II. 196.

.

W.

WALES, new, in Hudfonh-Bayy Vol. I. 545.

Waller, Edmund, Efq; at Bermudas, Vol. II. 446. His

Verfes upon it, 455.
Warwick County, in Virginia, Vol. I. 409.

Weathersfield, in New-England, built. Vol.- I. 66.

Weed, Spirit in y«»7fl/f«, Vol. II. 411.

Wejimoreland CoMXity , m Virginia, Vol. I. 41 2.

Weft Neiv-Jerfey, the Hiftory of. Vol. I. 293, etfej.

Whales about Bermudas, Vol. II. 453.

Whiteiuood Tree, in Jamaica, Vol. II. 403.

Williamjburg, Town of, in Virginia, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 406.

^z7/o», in C«ro//K«, Vol. I. 5 1
3.

Wind-mills, in Barbados, an Account of them. Vol. II. 147,

et feq.

Witches perfecuted in Ne<w-England, Vol. I. 148, et feq.

Wood, Ant, in Barbados, defcrib'd. Vol. II. 122.

Wood, Iron, ib. 1 1
3.

YARR ICO, a Charibbean Maid, her Story, Vol. II. 1 1.

Tork County, in Virginia, defcrib'd. Vol. I. 409.

lor^ River, »^. 410.
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