






Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2015

https://archive.org/details/britishornitholo03grav







BRITISH ORNITHOLOGY:
BEINO

WITH A COLOURED REPRESENTATION

OF

EVERY KNOWN SPECIES

OF

BRITISH BIRDS.

By GEORGE GRAVES,

FELLOW OF THE LINNEAN SOCIETY;

Author of the Naturalist's Pocket Book, Ovarium Brittanicum, Editor of the

New Edition of Curtis's Flora Londinensis, &,c.

VOL. HL

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR,

BY W. AND S. GKAVES, SHERBORNE LANEj LOMBARD STREET

AWO SOL© BT

SHERWOOB, NIELY, AND JONES, PATERNOSTER ROW.

182L





LATIN INDEX
TO THE

THIRD VOLUME.

Falco cjaneus*
' nisus.

* fcemi

Strix Bubo,
otuso ,

• nycteai

Parus ater.

' • biarmicus.

Corracias garrula*

Oriolus galbula.

Merops a piaster,

Turdus musicus.

roerula.

torquata^ '

' cinclus.

Losia chioris.

Emberiza shcenicluSo

Fringilla riomestica.

— montifringillai— canabina.

Alauda arborea.

Motacilla boarula.

Sylvia Modularise— (Koanthe.

rubetra.

Perdix rufa.

Otis Tarda.

Ardea Cicouia.

nycticorax*

IVumenius PhcEopus*

Scolopax lapponica.

Tringa pugna's.

Charadrius mormellus*

Gallinula Crex.

Podiceps cristatus.

— cornutus»
< auritus.

Colymbus glacialis.

Sterna rosea,

Proccllaria glacialis.

Mergus serrator.

_ — feem.

— albellus*

»- — foem.

Anas bernicla.

—-— boschas, T)«r. cuiTirostra,

^—— Fuligula.
- ferina.

ENGLISH INDEX
TO THE

THIRD VOLUME^

Bee-eater, Common
Blackbird,

Brambliiig.

Bunting, Reed
Bustard, Great

Gallinule, Crake, Land Railj of

Corn Crake
Diver, Northern

Dotterel.

Duck, Hook-billed

Tufted

Godwit, Red
Goose, Brent

Grebe, Crested

Eared
— SclaYoniaii

Grosbeak, Green
Harrier, Hen
Hawk, Sparrow

. female

Heron, Night

Lark, Wood
Linnet.

Merganser, Red-breasted
» -— female

Oriole, Golden
Ouzel, Ring

Water
Owl, Eagle or Great-Eared
• Long-eared

Snowy
Partridge, Guernsejj or Red^

legged

Petrel, Fulmar
Pochard or Dunbird

Roller, Common
Ruff.

Sparrow, House
Stork, White
Smew.

female

Tern, Roseate

Throstle, or Song Thrush

Titmouse, Cole———. Bearded

Wagtail, Grey-

Warbler, Hedge
Wheatear.
Whimbrel.
Whinchat.

Friated by W, & S. GrareSj Sherborne-Lane^ London.
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FALCO CYANEUS.
HEN-HARRIER.

Generic Character. See Falco GhryscEtos,

Palco cyaneus; corpore albo-caerulescens, collari

subrigente alba fuscoque varia ;
remigibus

fuscis.

Hen-Harrier. Body whitish grey ; collar of stiffish

brown and white feathers ;
quill feathers

dusky*

Falco Cyaneus. Lin. Syst. t?. 1. p. 126. Gmel Syst.

V, 1. p. 376. Ind, Orn. t?. 1 . p. 39. Mon-

tagu in Lin. Trans, v. 9. p. il82.

Pygargus Accipiter. (Mas.) Raii Syn. p. 17.

Lanarius Cinereus. Briss. v. L p. 365.

L'Oiseau St.Martin. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 1. p.2l2.

lb. PL Enl. p. 459.

BusARD Saint Martin. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 3.

Hen-Harrier. Br. ^ool. ^vo. ed. v.l.y. 239. pi. 29.

Lewin Br. Birds, v. 1. 1. 18. Lath. Syn.

V. 1. p. 88. Ih. Sup. p. 22. Don. Br.

Birds, v.S.t. 59. White Hist. Selhorne,

V. 2. p. 220. Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup.

Bewick Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 73. Low

Fauna Orcadensis, p. 37.

In no species of Hawk is a greater diversity in colour

and appearance observable than in the sexes of this elegant

bird, from which circumstance a variety of opinions have

been entertained by Ornithologists as to their being distinct

species; it fell to the lot of the late Mr. Montagu to set this



intricate subject at rest, by the rearing the joung from the

nest, the particulars of which, as communicated to the Lin-

nean Society, we shall transcribe.

" About the latter end of June, 1805, a nest of the Hek-

Harrier Was found in some furze, which contained three

young", and an addled egg ; at this time the infant birds

were very small and only covered with white down ; it was

theref<grre determined to take them as soon as we deemed

them sufficiently large to be brought up by hand; when that

period arrived^ the servant was directed to shoot one, and if

possible, both of the old birds; previously to his bearing

away what was considered a prize of no small value.

'^On the return of th^ man with the young, he brought

with him also the Hen-HarrieR, which he assured us he

had, under concealment in the furze, shot in the act of drop-

ping a thrush into the nest, while the female was covering

the joung. He afterwards shot at and wounded the female^

but could not obtain her.

" At this time the two largest had thrown out many fe?i-

thers, sufficient to discover the phnuage of the Ringtail

approaching ; the other, by its appearance, must have been

hatched much later. In about a month, it was evident, from

size, that there was but one male, so that my hopes rested

on this single life. As they became full feathered there

was at first no distinction in plumage, but the eyes of the

supposed male were always lighter than those of the

others, whose irides were so dark as not to be distinguish-

able at a small distance from the pupii. In the dress of the



Ringtail the whole continued through the winter, when the

one which had been weakly from the first, died ; this cir-

cumstance induced me to force a premature change in some

of the quill and tail feathers of the others, fearing some ac-

cident might frustrate my earnest desire of bringing the

matter to a decisive proof; and, about the middle ofJ une, I

was highly gratified by discovering an appearance of the new

feathers in the place of those which had been plucked out

;

that clearly evinced the smaller bird to be a Hen-Harrieii,

and the larger a Ringtail.

" Thus I compelled nature to disclose her secrets be*

fore the appointed time ; for in every other respect their

plumage was yet similar, excepting about the sides of the

face, which were paler coloured in the former^, in which also

the irides were of a dull yellow somewhat mottled, whereas

in the latter they still continued dark.

" The male had, about the twentieth of J uly, thrown out

many of the new feathers naturally ; on the twentieth of

August, the greater part of the quill and tail feathers were

grown to their full length, and a gradual increase of grey

feathers appeared on most other parts ; the eyes also be-

came more orange : but it was not till the middle of Octo-

ber that it had attained that state that made it desirable to

be retained as an existing fact of the change, it was then

killed, and is now deposited in my museum."

From the foregoing account it clearly appears, that these

two birds are the same species, differing only in sex ; a cir-



cumstance that was conjectured by some of the older Orni-

thologists. The specimen above named, is now deposited

with the other idigenous birds belonging to the late Colonel

Montagu, in the British Museum.

The Hen-Harrier is in length about eighteen inches,

and from tip to tip of the wings measures nearly three feet

four inches ; its weight about thirteen or fourteen ounces.

Bill short, much hooked, and black ; cere and irides in the

adult, bright golden yellow ;
legs long, slender, and yellow;

claws black. The female, or Ringtail, is the subject of

the accompanying plate.

This species is common in most parts of Great Britain,

and it continues through the year ; it flies low and heavily,

generally skimming along the ground, and by the sides of

hedge rows ; it feeds on reptiles, mice, and small birds ;

it frequents meadows that are subject to be overflowed

;

and often may be seen pouncing at Starlings, who frequent

the same spots. Is not uncommon about the marshes of

Kent and Essex bordering on London, and I have often

observed it skimming over the fields on the side of the Kent

Road, called Rolls's Meadows.





9



FALCO NISUS
SPARROW-HAWK.

Generic Character. See Falco Chryscetos,

Palco Msus; supra griseo-fuscus, subtus albidiis

fusco undulatus, cauda nigro faciata, apice

alba.

Sparrow-Hawk. Above greyish brown; beneath

whitish, undulated with brown bars ; tail

barred with black, and white at the tip.

Falco Nisus. Lin, Si/st v. 1. p. 130. GmeL Syst.

V. 1. p. 280. Lath. Ind. Om. v. 1. p. 44.

Accipiter Fringillarius. Raii Syn. p. 18.

L'Epervier. BrissonAv. v. 1. p. 310. Buff. Hist.

d'Ois. V. 1. p. 225. lb PL Enl 467.

Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed, 2. p. 56.

Sparrow-Hawk. Br. Zool. 8vo. ed. v. I, p. 249.

ArcL Zodl. v- 2^ p. 226. Lewin Br. Birds^

V. 1. 1. 20. Lath. Syn, v. 1. p. 99. White

Hist. Selborne, vA. p. 187. Mont. Orn.

Diet lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1.

p. 6io Low Fauna Orcadensis, p. 38.

Gen. Zool. v. 7. p. 187. Selby's Illustra-

tions of Br. Orn. pi xiii. xiii.*

Ego. Ovarium Brit. pt.

This is one of the most injurious of our native Hawksy

committing its depredations in the most daring manner; it is

the dread of the poultry-yard, as it often will destroy and

carry off a whole brood ; its motions are exceedingly rapid,

it watches an opportunity, and the instant a chick is observed



to stray from the hen, the Spaerow-Hawk pounces upon it,

and is out of sight in an instant. It mostly frequents woody

and enclosed situations, and commits great havoc among

game, pigeons, and poultry of all kinds. This species was

formerly trained for hawking, and used for the taking of

partridges and small birds.

Bill short, strong, much hooked
5 cere, irides, and legs

yellow I but both sexes are subject to considerable variation

in colour, having been taken entirely white and pied.

It is one of the most common birds of prey in the British

islands, and it continues with us all the year.
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PALCO NISUS, (F(£mma.)
FEMALE SPARROW HAWK.

The Female Sparrow Hawk measures sixteen inches

in length, and about thirty in breadth ; and weighs ten

ounces.

This is a boldef bird than the male; and during the

breeding season will attack birds much larger than itself,

that chance to approach its nest. It does not always form a

nest for itself, but takes possession of one deserted by the

Crow or Magpie; it lays four or five greenish white e^gs,

elegantly marked with bright rufous blotches, of various

shades.

Its young are fed with young poultry, game, and pigeons?

among which it is extremely destructive.
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STRIX BUBO.
EAGLE or GREAT-EARED OWL.

Generic Character.

Bill strong, hooked, the greater part including the

nostrils covered with bristly feathers.

Nostrils oblong.

Tongue cleft.

Toes four, the outer one capable of being used

either backwards or forwards.

Strix Bubo. Capite auriculato, corpore rufo.

Eagle Owl. Head, eared, body rufous brown.

Strix Bubo. Lin. Si/st.v. I. p. 131. Gmel.Lin.Sy'st.

1. p. 286. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 1. p. 51.

Bubo Maximus. Nigri et fucie coloris. Sibt. Scot. 14.

HiBou GRAND-Duc. Temm. Man. Orn. ed.2. pt, 1.

p. 100.

Great-Eared Owl. Rail Sj/n. p. 24. Will. Orn. 99. t.

12. Br. Zool. ^vo. ed. v. 1. p. 254. pi.

XXX. Arct. Zool. 2. 1 14. Albin Birds, v. 3.

t. 6. Lewin's Br. Birds, 1. t. 23. Lath.

8yn. V. I, p. 116. lb. Sup, 1st. p. 40. lb.

Sup. 2nd. p. 55. Shaw's Zool. v. 7. p. 211.

t 28. Fauna Orcadensis, p. 41. NeiWs

Tourin OrkneT/j p. 195. Mont. Orn. Diet,

and Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, p.\. pt. 47.

This species varies exceedingly in colour, some spe-

cimens being of an uniform rufous brown, others nearly

black, and others a very elegant mixture of blackish brown,,

rufous and ash colour, with innnmerable dark bars, lines

and spots. There is no peculiar variation in the colours



of the sexes ; the female rather exceeds in size. Bill strong"

and hooked
;

ejes bright gold colour ; head furnished with

two tufts of feathers, situated just above the eyes these

feathers when erected are more than two inches lonar;

legs strong and thickly covered with a fine soft down, which

extends quite to the toes ; claws strong and much hooked.

The only place in this country where this species is

known constantly to reside, is in the vicinity of Arundel

Castle, Sussex, to which place they were probably im-

ported, and having escaped, have taken up their abode

near the Castle, where they have bred for many years

past, but are still rare
;

they have been occasionally seen

in various parts of England and Scotland. It inhabits rocky

precipices and mountainous situations, and forms its nest \n

the caverns of rocks ; the nest is composed of a large

quantity of sticks, and is lined with fibrous roots and grass ;

the eggs are said to be only two, white, of the size of the

common hen.

Where the species is abundant, particularly in the North

of Europe, it commits great havoc among feathered game,

hares, rabbits, and poultry; in the Orkneys, where it is

often met with, it is very destructive to rabbits and red

gTOUS.

Our figure was executed from a very fine old bird, at

Arundel Castle, in the autumn of 1814, by permission of its

venerable owner, the late Duke of Norfolk.

* The species of Owl which possess tufts of feathers growing from th« head,
as in this species are designated Eared or Horned Owls, in contradistinction to
those which are destitute of these feathers.







STRIX OTUS.
LONG^EARED OWL

Generic Character. See Strix Bubo.

Strix Otus. Capite aurito pennis senis.

Long Eared Owl. Auriel feathers six.

Strix Otus. Linn. S?/st. I, p. 132. Gmel. Linn,

Syst. 1. j?. 288. Lath. Bid. Orn. v. 1.

p. 53.

NocTUA AuRiTA. Slbt. Scot. 14.

Lie Hibou Cornu. Belon Av, 136. Gesner. Ai\

635. Will Orn. 100.

Hibou moyen duc. Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. 1.

p. 102.

Horn Owl. Raii Syn. Av. 25.

Long Eared Owl. Br. Zool.Svo. ed. v. 1. j9. 258.

tab. xxxi. Arct. Zool. 1. 264. Lewin's

Br. Birds, 1. tab. 24. Lath. Sijn.v.l.

p, 12]. lb. Suppl. p. 42. Gen. Zool. v,

7. pt. 1. p. 221. Mont. Orn. Diet. Be-

wick's Br. Birds, pt. I. p. 84,

This species than which but few possess a more elef-

gant diversity of colours, is not so abundant or so gene*-

rally dispersed as the Tawny Owl, being principally con-

fined to the Northern parts of this Country. Our figure

was executed from a fine male bird, that was shot on

Dulwich Common, in the spring of 1815. In colours the



female agrees with the other sex, but exceeds it con^

siderably in size ; the male is twelve inches and a half in

length, and twenty-four in breadth ; the female is fourteen

inches and a half long, and forty inches from tip to tip of

the wings.

Bill short, hooked, nearly hid by the setaceous feathers

surrounding the face; irides bright golden yellow; ear

feathers six ;
legs and feet feathered to the claws.

The Long-Eared Owl generally frequents woody

situations, particularly plantations of fir and evergreens,

and feeds on mice, small birds, and reptiles ; it but rarely

appears in the day time, but in the dusk of the evening may

be seen taking its silent flight along hedge rows and the

borders of woods.

They are said to build in hollow trees, and to lay two or

three white eggs. The species is common to the Northern

parts of Europe and America.
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STRIX N YCTEA
SNOWY OWL.

Generic Character. See Strix Bubo,

Strix N^ctea ; corpore nivea nigro maeulata, rostro

nigro, iridibus flavis.

Snowy Owl. Body pure white spotted with black

;

bill black ; irides yellow.

Strix Nyctea. Lin. Sj/st. vA. p. 132. Gmel, Si/st,

, v.l. p. 201. Fauna Suec. 76. Lath. Ind,

Orn. vA, p. 57. Lin. Trans, v. 11. p. 175.

Le Harfang. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. i. p. 173. lb. PL
Enl. 458.

Ciiouette Harfang. Temm.Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p, 82,

Great White Owl. Edwards, v. 2. i. 61

.

Snowy Owl. Lath. Si/n. v. 1. p. 132. Arct. Zool. v. 2.

p. 121. Gen. ZqoI. v. 7. p. 240. pi. 31.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Sup.

This elegant species was first recorded as a native of

Great Britain, in the eleventh volume of the Linnean Trans-

actions, it was heretofore considered as a native of the colder

parts of Europe and North America.

Bill strong, hooked, black ; irides yellow ; claws blatk,

large and much hooked. This beautiful bird varies in its

plumage from pure white to white dashed with brown;

and in the greater or lesser number of the bars and spots.

The male is said to be of immaculate white when it has at-

tained its full plumage ; and the female to have less of the



dark marks as it advances in age. The young are also said

to be at first of a brown colour, afterwards they mostly re-

semble the female, but do not attain their full plumage for

several years.

The only parts of this kingdom where the Snowy Owl is

known as a native, are some of the Shetland Isles. In the

Isle of Unst Mr. Bullock procured the specimen now in the

British Museum ; he also met with it in the Isles of North

Ronaldsha, Westra and Yell ; in the latter it is supposed to ,

breed, and it resides there all the year.

It commonly frequents rabbit-warrens and exposed places,

and seeks its prey during the day-time, which consists prin-i

cipally of rabbits ; " its flight is said to be more light and

buoyant than any of the Hawks, but not so much so as th©

common Barn Owl."
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PARUS ATER-
COLEMO USE.

Generic Character, See Farm major.

Parus Ater, dorso cinereo, capite nigro, occipite

pectoreque aibo.

CoLEMOusE. Head glossy black, back cinereous,

hind-head white.

Parus Ater. Lin. Si/st, v. L p. 341. GmeL Lin.

St/sL V, 2. p, 1009. Gesner Av. 64L

Ran Syn. Av. 73. Will Orn, 241.

Lath. Ind, Orn. v. 2. p. 564, Fauna

Suee. 268,

Parus Atricapillus. JBriss. v. 2. p. 55L

Le Petite Charbonniere. Hist, d'Ois. V. 5. p. 400.

Mesange Petite Charbonniere. Temm. Man.

Dm. ed. 3. pt. 1. p. 288.

CoiiEMOusE. Br. Zool. 8i?o. ed. v. I. p. 535. Arct

Zool. V. 2. 327. Lath. Syn. v. 4. p. 540.

Lewin's Br. Birds, v. 3. t. 180. Mont.

Orn. Diet. ib. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds,

pt. 1. p. 247. Gen. Zool. v. 10. pt. L

p. 57. pL 6.

Egg. Ov. Brit. pt. 1.

W^EIGHT of this diminutive species two drams and a Half,

length four inches and a quarter; the bill is short and blunts

irides dark hazel 5
legs lead colour ; colours of the sexes

alike.

This species is very generally confounded ^lihP.palustris^

from which it is readily distinguishable by its glossy blaefe



crown, and the white spot on the hind-head ; the crown in

palustris is of a dull sooty black, and this latter species

rather exceeds in size. In their general habits all the spe-

cies agree, but these two nearly allied species most particu-

larly so ; they both build in holes in trees or walls ; their

tiests and eggs correspond, the former in materials and

texture, and the latter in size, markings, and number.

The ColeMOUSE is not so abundant as the Marsh Tit-

mouse, but frequents the same haunts, usually resorting to

woody places, in the vicinity of water : it feeds on insects

and occasionally on grain, and frequently in the summer is

very injurious in gardens, consuming large quantities of

the common garden peas, these it removes from the husks

with incredible celerity : in the winter, it may be observed

running up and down the branches of trees in search of the

larva and eggs of insects.

Its note is a small chirp, or rather squeak, which it is con-

tinually uttering, and by means of which the brood are kept

together ; the young keep with the parent birds through the

Winter, but on the approach of Spring they all separate.

They are very tenacious of their breeding places, not sutFer-

ing any other bird to approach them. We once saw a curious

encounter between a male Pied Fly-catcher and one of this

species : the Fly-catcher had taken possession of a hole in

a willow tree, from which the Colemouse was endeavour-

ing to eject him, but eventually failed, as, after spending

nearly the whole of one day in trying to force an entrance,

and so to drive the possessor out, it gave up the attempt

;

and we afterwards learnt that the Fiy-catcher built in tlje

hole, and brought up its brood.







FARUS BIARMICUS. .

BEARDED TITMOUSE.

GeneiIic Character. See Purus major.

Parus biarmicus; corpora supra fuscus^ vertice cano,

capite barbato, cauda corpore longiore.

Bearded Titmouse. Body above rufous; crown

hoary; head bearded; tail longer than

the body.

Parus Biarmicus. Lin. Si/st v. I. p. 342. GmeL

S^st. V. 2. jp. lOlL Lath. Ind, Orn. v. %
p. 570.

Parus Barbatus. Briss. v. 3. p. 567.

Le Mesange barbue, ou la Moustache. Buff, Hist.

d'Ois. V. 5. p. 518, 16. PL Enl. 618.

Least Butcher Bird. Edwards, t 55, Br. ZooL

ed.2. vA. p. 165.

Calamophilus Biarmicus. Leach, Cat. Br. Museum,

p. 17.

Mesange Moustache. Temm. Man. d'Orn, ed. 2.

p. 298.

Bearded Titmouse. Br. ZooL Svo. ed. v. 1. p. 540.

Arct. ZooL p.428. Alhin.Br. Birds,'

t.l. t. 48. Lewin Br. Birds, v. 3. t. 122.

Lath. Syn. i). 4. p. 552. Ih. Sup. p. 190,

Don. Br. Birds, v. I. t. I. Mont. Orn.

Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, pi. I.

p. 251. Gen. Zpol v. 10. p. 62. pi 7.

Selhy's Illustrations of Br. Qrn. pL hi,

f. VL

The history of this elegant species is involved in much

obscurity, from the circumstance of its haunts being com*

fined to extensive swamps, which are almost inaccessible;



In its general appearance it differs considerably from our

other species of Titmouse, nor does it run up and down

the stems of those plants it frequents, as is common with all

the other British species. This bird climbs up the stalks of

reeds with the greatest activity, bot we have never observed

it attempt to descend like the other Titmice, but its motions

are equally lively and active.

The Beahded Titmouse is found in considerable abun-

dance in the extensive tracts of reed land from Woolwich to

Erith, in Kent; and is occasionally seen in the like situation

in various places adjacent to London; we have killed it on the

side of the Surry Canal, on Sydenham Common ; also on the

road side leading from Bermondsey to Deptford, called Blue

Anchor Lane; and have seen it in numbers about Erith; it is

also found in various parts of England, but only in such

places as abound with reeds. We cannot speak with certainty

as to the nest, but are strongly inclined to believe we have

more than once found it. We shot the male bird, at which

instant the female rose from among tlie reeds, and we found a

nest in the spot; and what more fully confirmed our beliefwas,

that she kept hovering round us as long as we kept about

the spot; wishing to be fully satisfied, we left the place

for some time, hoping on our return to surprise her on

the nest, bot from the noise of forcing our way through

the reeds, she was alarmed and took wing, when we got

to the nest the eggs were warm. The nest was externally

formed of long dry grass mixed with finer materials, and

the down of the reeds, and lined with soft vegetable down

and feathers; it was placed just above the ground, between

the stems of three or four reeds, but these were not inter-



woven with the nest ; the eggs were five in number, of

a transparent white, spotted with large and small blotches /

of red, and a few splashes of ash colour ; one of the eggs

was taken, and the nest was suffered to remain, in hopes

that a future visit might prove more satisfactory. At the

expiration of a week we again repaired to the spot, but

found the nest had been forsaken ; another nest was dis-

covered of a similar fabric, with the eggs corresponding

;

in this nest were eight eggs, about the size of those of the

Blue Titmouse, but rather longer.

This beautiful species feeds on insects and s^eds, particu-

larly those of various species of aquatic grass, also on the

pupa of such insects as retire to the heads or flowers of

rushes and reeds. Thej are generally found, except during

the breeding season, in small flocks of six to ten birds ; their

call is a sharp chirp, repeated two or three times
;
they are

shy, and one we caught alive refused all sustenance, and

perished.

The length of this bird is about six inches and a half

;

breadth nine inches and a half; weight half an ounce.

Bill nearly half an inch long, slightly curving ; irides rufous

yellow ; the two middle feathers of the tail the longest, the

other feathers gradually becoming shorter as they approach

the outside ; legs deep black.

The female has none of the black feathers on the sides of

the head, is more dusky on the under parts, and is duller

coloured than the male. The young resemble the female

during the first year.



The Bearded Titmouse is common to the Northern

parts of Europe, particularly Sweden, Denmark, part of

Russia, and is met with in Holland, and some parts of

France
;
and, it is not a little remarkable, that the same ob-

scurity respecting its nest and eg^gs prevails through all the

countries it inhabits.







CORRACIAS GARRULA-
COMMON ROLLER.

Generic Character.

Bill sharp-edged, bent in at the point, base naked.

Nostrils narrow, naked.

Tongue cartilaginous, bifid.

Legs short.

Feet formed for walking.

CoRRAciAs garruia; capite c^rulea, dorso rubro,

regimibus nigris.

Roller. Head blue, back red, wings black.

CoRRACiAs Garrula. Lifi, St/sL v. Lp. 159. Gmel

Si/St vA. p. 878. Ind, Dm, v. I. p. 64,

Galgalus. Bris. v. 2. p. 64.

Cornix ciERULEA Geseri. Eaii Sj/n. p. 41.

Pica Marina. Rati Syn, p. 41.

Garrulus argentoratensis. Raii Syn, p. 41.

Le Rollier. Buff, Hist d'Ois, v. 3. p. 133. PL

EwZ. 486.

Rollier Vulgaire. Temm, Man. Dm. ed. 2. p. 127.

Common Roller. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. p. 300. pi. 37.

Arci. Zool V. 2. p. 235. Lewm, Br.

Birds, V. 2. t. 42. Don. Br. Birds, t. 33.

Mont. Dm. Diet. Bewick's Br. Bi^s,

pt.l.p.116. Gen. Zool. v. 7. p. 388.

pi. 50.

This splendid bird, though common to many parts of the

continents of Europe and Africa, is but rarely seen in Great

Britain. In habits and economy it much resembles the

Rook, like it this species is said to congregate, but does



not build in communities. But few European birds can vie

with the Roller in splendour of colouring ; its head, part

of the wings, and above the rump, are of a most brilliant

blue, having sea-green reflections; the back a fine vinaceous

brown; quills and tail blackish, excepting the two outer tail

feathers, which project somewhat beyond the others, and in

certain lights possess the blue tinge of the head. Bill

strong, the upper mandible hooked ; orbits of the eyes bare,

ofa yellow colour; eyes dark hazel, behind the eyes is a

bare spot of a yellow tinge
; legs short, strong, brownish

yellow. The female is said to correspond in colours with

the male, but has the tail even at the end.

The Roller is among the most rare visitors to this

country, very few instances are on record of its being met
with here, but in Germany and other parts of Europe it is

said to abound. It feeds on worms, insects, fruit and grain
;

associating with rooks in their search for food in tilled land.

In some parts of Europe it is used for the table, and the

markets regularly supplied for that purpose. It is a very

clamorous bird, and has considerable affinity with the com-

mon Jay in shape and manners.

" It builds chiefly in birch trees, and lays five green eggs

marked with numerous dark specks; sometimes it builds in

the holes of old oaks."

1
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ORIOLUS GALBULA
GOLDEN ORIOLE.

Generic Character.

Bill conical^ convex^ straight^ sharp pointed, edges

cultrated; the upper mandible slightly notched.

Nostrils small_, partly covered.

Tongue bifida sharp pointed, cartilagenous.

Toes four, three forward, one backward; the centre

toe joined at the base to the outer one.
'

Oriolus Galbulus; corpore luteus, loris artubusque

nigris; rectricibus exterioribus postice

flavis.

Golden Oriole. Body yellow, lores and limbs blacky

outer tail feathers tipped with yellow.

Oriolus Galbula. Lin, S^st. v I, p, 160. Gmel.

S^st. V. ]. p. 382. Fauna Suec, 95,

Latham Ind. Orn. v. I. p. ISG.

Oriolus. Gesner Av. 713. Aldi\ Av. 1. 418. lb.

Svo, 1. p. 247

Galbula. Rati. Syn. Av, p, 68. Will Orn. p. 147.

t. 36. 38.

Le Loiret. Ruffon, v. 3. p,.2bi. t. 17. Hist, d'ois,

V. 3. p. 284. Brisson Av. 2, p. 320. 58.

PL Enl, 26. Temm, Man, Orn, ed, 2.

p. 129.

Witwall. Will. Angl, jo. 198.

Golden Thrush. Edwards, I, 185.

Golden Oriole. Jrct. Zool. v, 2, p. 26. Br, Zool,

^vo. ed. V. 1. p, 303. pi, xxxix. Lath,

Syn. V. 2. p. 449. lb. Sup, 1. p. 89. lb.



Swp. 2. p. 126. Shaw's Zool v.l.p. 407.

L bS. Nat Miscel. v. 8. t. 285. D«n.

5r. 1. t. 7. Mont. Orn, DicL

lb. Sup.

In size this beautiful species equals the Blackbird, but

it is of a more slender make ; its length exceeds nine

inches ; breadth fifteen and a half; and it weighs about

three ounces and a half.

Bill sharp, of a dull red colour; irides red; legs strong,

lead colour ; claws strong, black.

The markings of the female are similar to those of the

other sex, but the parts that are black in the male are of

an olivaceous brown, and the yellow is sullied with green.

Both sexes are liable to considerable variety in their

markings.

This species is but rarely met with in England, though ex-

ceedingly common in many parts of Europe ; our figure was

painted from a specimen killed in Devonshire, several years

a-o. In the Monthly Magazine for December 1809, two

. are mentioned as having been shot in Cornwall, and iu a

note to British Zoology, one is said to have been killed

near Saxmundham, in Suffolk. In the autumn of 1813,

a bird agreeing with this in colour, was seen in the neigh-

bourhood of Little Chelsea, for some weeks, but eluded

all attempts at its capture.



#

In the southern parts of Europe, this bird is esteemed

for the table, and in the markets of Naples and other

places is regularly exposed to sale ; in the southern pro-

vinces of France it is very common, and continues there

the greater part of the year. Its nest is curiously con-

structed ; it is pendulous, and usually attached to the

extreme tip of a branch, and is composed of fibres and

straws, mixed with dry grass and licliens, so that it appears

at first sight like a tuft of hay that was accidentally ad-

hering to the branch ; the entrance is on one side
;

it

lays four or five dirty white eggs, with numerous small

brown and du^ky spots; the female is very tenacious of

her nest, and will suifer herself to be taken with rather

than quit her eggs ; these are about the size of those of the

Blackbird, but longer and less bulky.

The species is widely dispersed, as it is found in Europe,

Asia, and Africa ; is common in China, Bengal, and the

Cape of Good Hope ; it is mostly migratory in Europe,

only visiting the northern parts during the summer, and it

is generally supposed to winter in the warmer parts of

Asia and Africa.

Its food is fruits of various kinds, particularly sucli as

are pulpy ; in default of which it devours insects, worms,

and grain : its note is an extremely loud shrill cry, which

is said to resemble the word Lorvit, from which it derives

its French name.
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MEROPS APIASTER. -

COMMON BEE' EATER,

Generic Character.

Bill quadrangular, carinated, incurvated, sharp

pointed.

Nostrils small, placed near the base of the bill.

Tongue slender (mostly), jagged or fringed at the
tip.

Toes, three forward, one backward, the middle toe

connected with the outer one as far as the first

joint.

Merops Jpiaster; dorso ferugineo ; abdomine

caudaque viridi coerulescente, rectrici-

bus doubus longioribus
; gula lutea.

Common Bee-Eater. Black ferugineous
; belly and

tail blue green ; two of the tail feathers

longer ; throat yellow.

Merops Apiaster. Lin. Stjst. v. I. p. 182. GmeL
Si/st V. 1. p. 460. Will. Dm. p. 110.

Raii Si/n. Av. 49. Ind» Orn. v. I. p.

269. Bris. Av. v. 4. p. 552. Trans.

,
Lin. Soc, V. 3. p, 83S.

Le Guepier. Hist. cVois. 6. p. 480. t. 23.

PL Enl p. 938.

Guepier Vulgaire, Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. I.

p. 420.

Bee-Eater. Will. Orn. p. 147. Albin's Birds, v. 2.

t. 44. Lath. Syn. v. 2. p. 6.67. lb. Sup. 1

.

p. 119. lb. Sup. 2. p. 148. Shaw's Nat.

Miscel. t. 162. Soiverbj/'s Br. MisceL



t. 69. Br. Zool. Svo, ed. v. 1. p.^

Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup, Gen, Zool

V. 8. pt. 1. p. 152. p. 19.

This elegant species is about ten inches in length
;
and

for variety and gaity of colours, equals, if not surpasses,

most of our native birds. Bill black, one inch and three

quarters long; irides red; tail composed of twelve feathers,

of which the two centre ones exceed the others in length by

nearly an inch
;
legs short.

The European or Common Bee-Eater is gregarious

and migratory, visiting this country at distant and uncer-

tain intervals; it appears to have been first noticed in

England in the year 1794. In the third volume of the

Transactions of the Linnean Society, an account is given

of one that was shot in July 1794, near Mattishall, in

Norfolk : a flock, consisting of about twenty birds, was

seen in June, and part, it is supposed, of the same flight

was seen near the same place on its return in the October

following. Since this period the species has occasionally

been met with in various parts of this kingdom, the more

particularly in the eastern counties ; and one instance has

come to our knowledge of its been killed in Devonshire.

This species is common to many parts of Europe, Asia,

and Africa; is abundant in several of the islands in the

Mediterranea Sea, particularly so in Malta, iEgina,

Elba, &c. Mr. Montagu says, " they have been seen in

Germany and Sweden ; but no where so plentiful as in the



southern parts of Russia, particularly about the rivers Don

andWolga, in the banks of which they build their nests;

excavating the clayey banks so near to each other as to

appear like a honey-comb ; their nest is composed of

moss : the eggs are perfectly white, six or seven in num-

ber, and about the size of those of the Starling."

This bird has received the name of Bee-Eater from its

feeding principally on Bees ; it also devours other kinds of

winged insects, which it takes on wing in the manner of the

Swallow. In Spain, Portugal, Italy, and Malta, the spe-

cies is eaten as a dainty, and their markets are abundantly

supplied with it. In a letter ft^om an intelligent military

gentleman, stationed at Malta, we are informed the

Bee-Eater generally breeds there, excavating holes in

the sand till the bird arrives at the bare rock, where it

deposits its eggs without any other nest ;" and, further,

that it has two broods in the year. The young birds do

not possess th^ long feathers in the tail till after the first

moult.
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TURDUS MUSICUS.
SONG THRUSH,

Generic Character. See Turdm Viscivorus.

TuRDUs Musicus ; corpore supra griseo-fuscus, subtus

albo-rufescens maculis nigricantibus va-

rius, remigibus basi interiore ferrugineis.

Song Thrush. Body above, greyish brown ; beneath

reddish white, with variegated dusky

spots ; inner base of the quills ferruginous.

Turdus Musicus. Lin. Sijst. v. 1. p. 292. Gmel.

Syst. v.\.p. 809. Rail Syn. p. 64. Ind,

Orn. V. 1. p. 327.

Turdus Minor. Briss v. 2. p. 205.

La Grive. Buf. Hist. d'Qis. v. 3. p. 280. Ih. Fl

Enl. 406.

Merle Grive. T&mm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p., 164.

Throstle, or Song Thrush. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 1,

p. 407. Jrct, ZooL v. 2. p. 342. Alhin.

t. 34. 11). Song Birds, t. 2. Lewin Br.

Birds, V. 2. t. 58. Lath. Syn. v. 3. p. 18.

Ih. Sup. p. 139. Mont. Orn. Diet.

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 127. Low

Fauna Orcadensis, p. 57. Gen, ZooL

V. 10. p. 174.

Egg. Ovarium Brit. pt. 1.

This well known bird weighs from three to four ounceSj

is nearly fifteen inches in breadth, and about nine in length;

the female is not so bright, and is a trifle less than the male

bird.



The Throstle, or Thrush, is one of the finest of the

British song birds^ its melodious notes re-echoing through

every wood and grove during the spring months, and if the

weather be mild it often commences its song soon after

Christmas ; is readily brought up by hand, but its note is

too loud except in the open air.

Like the Blackbird, this species often plasters its nest so

compactly that if the season proves wet the young brood

are often destroyed. The nest is composed of dry grass,

green moss and fibres, plastered within with cow dung and

clay mixt with pieces of decayed wood : the eggs are of a

beautiful light blue with dark purple spots at the larger

end ; about four or five in number.

This species continues in this country throughout the

year, and feeds on ivy, privit, haw, yew and other berries

and seeds, also insects, worms and snails, these it breaks

against a stone, and, as noticed of the Blackbird, generally

has some favourite spot to which it resorts for this purpose.

During severe weather they associate in flocks, and are

frequently met with in company with Redwings and Field-

fares. In various parts of the Continent the Throstle is

migratory
; yet it braves the severity of winter in some of

the Orkney Islands,

8
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TUIIDUS MERULA.
BLACKBIRD,

Generic Character. See Turdus Viscivorus.

TuRDUs Merula; ater, rostro palpebris pedibusque

fulvis.

Blackbird. Body black; bill, eyelids, and legs, red-

dish yellow.

Tjjrdus Merula. Lin. S^st. v. I. p. 2%. GmeL

^st. V. 2. p. 831. Raii Syn. p. 65. Lath.

Ind. Om. V. 1. p. 340.

Le Merle. JBiif. Hist d'Ois. v. 3. p. 330. lb. PL

Enl. 2. Male. 555. Female.

Merle Noir. Temm. Man, d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 168,

Blackbird. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. L p. 411. pi. 51.

Arct. Zool. V. 2. p. 345. Lath. Syn. v. 3.

p. 43. Ih. Sup. p. 14L Lewin Br. Birds,

V.2. ^..61. Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick's

Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 122. Lou: Fauna

Orcadensis^ p. 58, Gen. Zool. v. 10,

p. 225.

Egg, Ovarium Brit^
pt.l.

^ThIS well known bird is of a shy and solitary disposi-

tion, and frequents thickets, hedge rows, and the outskirts

of gardens and orchards, and is of a very timid disposition.

It is one of the earliest of our song birds, possessing a very

powerful and melodious pipe; fn the winter its note of

alarm is a kind of scream, something like the word chuck^

chucJc^ repealed several times.



The Blackbihd forms its nest of moss and fibres, and

plasters the inside with earth, so as to be water tight, the

inside is lined with moss and other soft substances ; it is

sometimes placed in a holly bush or among evergreens, at

others on a low bush, oi* against a tree or stump : the eggs

are four or five, of a light bluish green, marked with pale

ryifous spots and streaks : it breeds early, sometimes as soon

as the second week in March.

It feeds on worms, insects, fruit, seeds, berries, and snails,

it breaks the shells of the latter against a stone to get at the

contents, and usually has some favourite place for this pur-

pose. They are easily rendered tame, and will learn to

imitate other birds, or to pipe in the manner of the Bulfinch.

The female rather exceeds in size, and is of a duskj

brown, as are the young males till the second year, and

they do not acquire the bright yellow colour on the bill and

eyelids till after the second moult.







TURDUS TORQUATUS.
RING, or ROCK OUZEL.

Generic Character. See T. viscivorus.

TuRDUS torquatus ; nigricans ; torque albo ; rostro

flavescente.

Ring Ouzel. Body blackish ; collar white ; bill yel-

lowish at the base.

TuRDus Torquatus. Lin. St/st. v. I. p. 296. GmeL
Linn. v. 2, p. S32. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 1

,

p. US.

Merula Torquata. Gesner Av. 607. Brisson Av.

V. 3. p. 325. 12. Raii Syn. p. 65. A. 2.

mil. Orn. p. US. t. 37.

La Merle a Plastron Blanc. Hist. d'Ois. v. S,

p. 340. PL Enl. p. 516.

Merle a Plastron. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 166.

Merlo Alpestre. Aldv' Av. v. 2* p. 282.

RinGj or Rock Ouzel. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 1.

p. 415. pi. 50. Arct. Zool v. 2. p, 344.

Lath. Syn. v.S. pA6. lb. Sup. p. 14L

White Hist. Selborne, ed. 2. Svo. v L
p. 61. 97. 114. 121. 145. 163. Mont. Orn.

Diet.—lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1,

p. 121.

This species weighs from four to six ounces ; and mea-
sures about eleven inches in length, and seventeen in

breadth. The colours of the female are more inclined to

dusky, and it wants the white collar so conspicuous in the

male.

Bill black at the tip, base yellow, inclining to orange in

mature birds 5 irides hazel; head, and the whole of the



upper parts of the body, dusky black, with the edges of the

feathers pale brown ;
legs dusky brown.

The Ring Oukel is dispersed over most parts of the

North of Europe; with us it is a migratory species, but

whether it entirely quits this country is doubtful, as it has

been met with at various periods of the year. On the

third ofJanuary, 1811, we saw three in a small orchard, near

Hiohfield, Sussex ; on the nineteenth of March, in the fol-

lowing year, we saw a single bird feeding on some haw-

berriesj on the road side, near Diss, jn Norfolk; and in the

month of June, 1814, we had a pair sent that were shot in a

shrubbery, at Theobald's, Herts. In the autumn of the

same year, four or five young birds were observed in the

same shrubbery, most probably the brood of the last-named

pair, as the female had evidently but recently incubated.

The young were all of a dusky colour, and most probably

the white collar does not appear till after the first moult.

The author of the interesting History of Selborne, con-

sidered this species as a late breeder, from his having killed

a female on the thirteenth of April, which had only but very

small rudiments of eggs within her. Should the young

brood before-named have belonged to the pair we supposed

them to do, they must be early rather than late breeders,

the young being able in the month of June to provide for

themselves.

In the winter these birds are seen in small flocks, when

they feed on yew, hep and haw berries ; but in the spring,

rarely more than two are found in the same spot, at this

time they feed on snails, slugs, and worms: their note is

pleasant though not loud ; and their call or cry is a weak

squeak. They build on the ground, or on the side of a low

bush or tree ; and the nest corresponds with that of the

Blackbird; as do also the eggs, in colour, size, and number.

Provincial names; Rock, or Mountain Ouzel, TorOuzel^

Michaelmas Blackbird, Heath Thrush.



\
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TURDUS CINCLUS.
COMMON DIPPER, or WATER OUZEL.

Generic Character. See T. Viscivorus,

TuRDUs Cinclus, corpore supra fusco nigricians;

g-ula Tiivea, abdomine fusco rufeseento.

Water Ovzel, or Dipper. Body above blackish

brown, throat white, belly deep fer-

ruginous.

TuRDUS CiNCLUs. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. I. p. 343.

Aquatilis Cinclus. Sup. Mont. Orn. Diet.

Sturnus Cinclus. Lin, Si/st. v. I, p. 290. Gmel

Lin. V. 2. p. 803.

Merula Aquatica. Gesner Av. 608. Raii, Syn.

Av. p. 66. Will, p, 104. t. 24.

Le Merle d'eau. Brisson Av. 5. p. 252. Hist.

d'Ois. 8. 134. PL Enl 940.

Cinclus Aquaticus. Beseht. Nat. Deutc. v. 3.

p. 808.

Cincle Plongeur. Temru. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. 1.

p. 177.

Cinclus Europ(eus. Gen. ZooL v. 10. pt. 1. p. 313,

Water Ouzel, Water Amsel, or Water Crake.

Br. Zool. ^vo. ed. v.\. p. 398. Arct.

Zool V. 2. p. 332. Lath. Syn. v. 3. p. 48.

Ih. Sup. p. 142. Don. Br. Birds, t. 24.

Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. lb. Sup. 2nd.

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. SO.

Few of our native birds have been so buffeted about

as the present ; it was originally placed by Linneas with

the Thrushes; afterwards he removed it to the genus



Sturnus, from which he again removed it to its former

istation : in one or other of these genera it has usually been

placed by subsequent writers. The late Mr. Montagu, in

the second Supplement to his Ornithological Dictionary,

suggests the propriety of its forming a distinct genus,

which he names Jquatilis, but does not give the characters.

We consider its proper place w^ould be in the genus

Sitta; in common with the other species of that genus, it

possesses a short plump body, a strong and pointed bill, and

a fringed tongue.

Bill short, compressed ; mouth wide ; nostrils nearly hid

by soft setaceous feathers; tongue laciniated, of a horny sub-

stance; irides dark; legs blueish lead colour; toes divided

nearly to the base; tail short. It is rather more than seven

inches in length, about eleven in breadth, and it weighs

nearly three ounces. The colours are alike in both sexes.

The habits of this species have long attracted the

attention of Naturalists, as differing from all other

known birds. It is almost an aquatic, and usually

builds its nest close by or over the water, from whence

it procures the principal part of its food, and runs

with great alacrity along the bottom or bed of a stream,

turning over small stones or pebbles in search of food,

which consists of aquatic insects, worms, the spawn and

young fry of salmon, trout, and other fish. The power

it possesses of plunging to the bottom of the water,

and keeping a considerable time beneath the surface

is extraordinary, its specific gravity being so much less



than that element ; that it will remain beneath the water

for five, ten, or fifteen minutes, we have repeatedly wit-

nessed ; but to do this seems to require no small degree of

exertion, as while it is immersed, its wings are in continued

motion, similar to those of a duck when in the act of

diving; this motion continues during the whole time it is

beneath the water, whether walking or stationary; but

if it wishes to rise to the surface, the wings are closed,

when it instantly becomes buoyant, it floats on the surface

of the water at pleasure, but does not appear to use any

exertion to swim ; when alarmed it instantly plunges to the

bottom, ajid thus escapes notice. In Westmoreland these

birds remain throughout the year; they frequent the moun-

tain rivulets for most part of the summer, but descend to

the larger streams in the valleys about the end of autumn^

perhaps in pursuit of the spawn of trout and salmon, in

search of which, and of aquatic insects they are constantly

wading or diving, and will turn over heavy pebbles to get

at the larva which lodge under them.

The nest of the Water Ouzel is a large shapeless

mass of dry grass, leaves, and moss, lined with softer

materials, as feathers, wool, &c. ; it is usually fitted to

some hole or nitch in a bank, and the whole fabric will

sometimes measure nearly a foot across; the entrance is

generally on one side. Eggs white, and the shells so

exceedingly transparent, that when perfect they have a

reddish tinge from the yolk being partly visible ; but when

the yolk is removed, the shell appears of a blueish white.

It usually lays four or five eggs.
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The species is solitary, and its haunts principally con-

fined to rapid streams, in hilly situations ;
it is found in

Devonshire, Surrey, Sussex, Kent, Norfolk, West-

moreland, Cumberland, Yorkshire, Wales, and Scotland,

and most probably is to be met with in numerous other

situations, but from its retired habits escapes observation.

On land its actions are particularly remarkable ;
it makes

but very short flights, and when running, its tail is almost

always flirted up ; it usually sings perched on some little

projecting stone or stump on the side of a stream, and

frequently in the midst of its song will plunge to the

bottom in pursuit of small fish ; these it mostly devours

on land ; and not unfrequently two birds may be seen tug-

ging at a fish or worm, that one of them has caught.

It is one of the earliest of our song birds, beginning its

note sometimes as early as January, or the first week in

February ; its song is soft but very lively, with a peculiar

sweetness and a considerable degree of variety, and is quite

'

peculiar to itself, having little or no affinity to that of

any bird with which we are acquainted, Mr. Gough, of

Middleshaw, informs us, that November is the season of full

sonff, and that these birds are exceedingly quarrelsome

among themselves. They usually build in February, and

have eass early in March, at least, that is the general time of

breeding in Westmoreland: Mr. Montagu says. May is the

season of nidification ; if so, it is not a little remarkable

that this species should breed earlier in the north than the

south of this kingdom.
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LOXIA CHLORIS.
GREEN GROSBEAK.

Generic Character. See Loxia curvirostra.

LoxiA Chloris, flavicantivirens, remigibus primoribus

antice luteis, rectricibus lateralibus

quatuor basi luteis.

Green Grosbeak; yellowish green; primary quill

feathers edged with yellow ; four lateral

tail feathers pale yellow^ at the base.

Loxia Chloris. Linn. S^st. 1. p. 304. 27. Gmel,

Linn. Syst. 2. p. 854. Rail Syn. p. 85.

A. 4. Will p. 129. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 382.

39. Bris. Av. 3. p. 190. Hist. d'Ois 4.

172. PI Enl 2m. f. 1.

Le Verdier. Buffon 4. p. 172. t 15.

Gros-bec Verdier. Temm. Man. Orn. ed.2. pi 1.

p. 346.

Green Grosbeak, or Greenfinch. Br. Zool Svo. ed.

p. 432. Arct. Zool 2. p. 253. B.

Alhin Birds, 1. t. 58. Lath. Syn. 3.

p. 134-36. Ih. Sup. p. 152. Leicin's Br.

Birds, 2. t. 69. Mont. Orn. Diet Be-

' wick's Br. Birds, p. I. p. 159. Gen. Zool

V. 9. pt 2. p. 310. pi 50.

A.N extremely common species, resorting during autumn

in small flocks, with sparrows, yellow hammers, and chaf-

finches, to the vicinity of farms, garden grounds, or heaps

of manure, from which it procures an abundant supply of



I

food, which at that season is almost entirely confined to

seeds and grain; in spring and summer it is a frequent

and often an unwelcome visitor in gardens, and devours

quantities of early fruit, as strawberries and currants ; to

make a recompence for ifs depredations, it likewise consumes

great numbers of caterpillars.

The general colour of the male bird is yellow green, with

bright yellow edges to the quill and tail feathers ; the

female varies in its colours' being less vivid. Bill short,

strong, of a pale brown, approaching to flesh colour ; eyes

dark hazel ; tail slightly forked
;

legs dusky ; its length is

about six inches and a half ; its breadth nine inches ; and

its weight about half an ounce.

This well known species usually builds in a thick bush Or

low tree ; its nest is formed of dry grass, twiggs, and moss,

and is lined with hair, wool, and feathers ; it lays four or

five whitish green eggs, marked at the larger end with dull

purplish red.

Few birds are more easily domesticated than the Green-

finch, becoming familiar almost as soon as taken ; its wild

note is very insignificant, but like the Bullfinch, will

readily learn to imitate the notes of other birds when con-

fined.

Provincial names, Green-finch, Green-bird, Green-

linnet.
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EMBERIZA SHCENICLUS.
REED BUNTING.

Generic Character. E. miliaria,

Uu^%nizk Slmniclus ; capite nigro, corpore griseo

fusco nigroque, recticibus extimis ma-

cula alba cuneiformi.

Re£d Bunting. Head black ;
body a mixture of grey,

brown, and black ; outermost tail feathers

with a white wedge-shaped spot.

Emberiza Shoeniclus. Lin. Syst. 1 . p. 311. GmeL
Syst. V. 2. p. 881. Ind. Orn. 402.

L'Ortolan de Roseaux. Brisson Av. v. 3. p. 274*

Hist d'Ois, V. 4. p. 315. PL Enl. 247.

Jig. % (Mas.) 477. fig. 2. (Fcem.)

Reed Sparrow. Raii Syn. Av. p. 93.

Bruant im Roseau. Temm. Man. Orn, ed. 2. pt. I.

p. 307.

Reed Bunting. Br. Zool Svo. ed. v. 1. p. 440.

Arct. Zool. "0. 2. p. 368. Alhin Birds,

V. 2. t. bl. Lath. Syn. v. 3. p. 173.

lb. Sup. 1. p. 157. Mont. Orn. DicL

Bewick Br, Birds, pt. 1. p. 166.

Egg, Ovarium Brit. pt. 2.

This species is about six inches in length, and weighs

five or six drams. Bill short, strong; irides dark; legs

black: the female is somewhat smaller; has the head ru-

fous brown, with dusky streaks, and wants the white ring

round the neck, so conspicuous in the other sex. The

young brood resemble the female till the ensuing spring,

when the males acquire the black head and white ring sur-

rounding it.

The Reed Bunting is very common in marshy places

abounding with reeds, and is readily discovered by its harsh

note, which resembles that of the Yellow Bunting, except-

ing being more drawn out, and terminating in a shriller key.

This bird may generally be seen perched on the top of a



reed or other tall aquatic plant, where it will continue for

hours together, uttering its discordant note ; in some places

it is migratory, but with us continues the whole year ; its

food is seeds^ grain, and insects ; it is rarely to be met with

but in marshy spots.

The nest of this bird is a master-piece of ingenuity ; it is

composed of dry grass and fibres, which are carefully wound

round three or four stems of tall living plants, mostly reeds,

two or three feet above the water; the nest is lined with

the down from reeds and other vegetables ; in this, situation

we have seert the female sitting on her eggs, and keep pos-

session of her nest, though the plants, to which it was

affixed, were laid almost level with the water ; in fact, the

rocking of the nest by the wind seems to occasion no kind

of anxiety, and the male bird often perches on a reed close

by the nest, and will keep its situation during very severe

gusts of wind. In the winter they affect the same places,

but generally keep at the bottom of the reeds on the margin

of rivulets or ponds. Some authors describe the note of

this species as a soft melodious song ; we have no doubt but

this error has been occasioned by the Reed Bunting being

seen as before described, perched on the top of some tall

reed, whilst at the root of the same plant some species of

warbler had built its nest.

Mr. Montagu says, there cannot be a doubt but that the

nest of the Sedge Warbler has been mistaken, as well as

its note, as belonging to this bird : he further says, the

nest of this bird is commonly placed on the ground. Having

frequently taken the female on the nest, as above described,

we can only presume this bird does not always pursue the

same plan in constructing its nest ; so accurate an observer

as Mr. Montagu, was scarcely liable to be deceived, yet

deviations of this kind are exceedingly uncommon. The eggs

are of a pale dusky brown, with deep purpleish brown lines

and spots ; the shells do not appear to change colour when

blown.
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FRINGILLA DOMESTICA.
HOUSB SPARROW.

Generic Character.

Bill straitj conical^ sharp-pointed.

Tongue truncated.

Toes, three before, one behind*

FRiNQiLLxdomestica; regimibusrectricibusque fuscis,

corpore griseo nigroque, facie alarum alba

solitaria.

House Sparrow. Quill and tail feathers brown ;

body grey and black, wings with a single

whitish band.

Fringilla Domestica. Lin, Si/st, v. l.p,32S, 6meL
Si/st. V. 2. p,925. Ind. Om. v.l.p, 433.

Passer Domesticus. Raii Sj/n. p. 86.

Le Moineau. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 3. p, 474. PL
Enl. V.6. f. 1.

Gros-bec Moineau Temm. Man. Om, ed.2. p, 350,

House Sparrow. Br. Zool. 8x?o. ed. v. 1. p. 4:56^

pi. 57. Arct. Zool. v. 2. p. 382. Lath.

Syn. V. 3 p. 248. lb. Sup. p. 163. Mont.

Om. Diet. Bewick Br. Birds, pt. 1 . p. 174.

Gen, Zool v. 9. p. 429. pi. 64. Jig. 1

.

JL HIS well known species is too familiar to require

description
;
always attached to the dwellings of men it is

to be seen equally common in the crowded city as in the

lonely farm yard ; it may be said to live entirely on the

industry of man. Its familiar and often obtrusive habits

must have fallen under the notice of the most inattentive;

in gardens, orchards, cultivated grounds, and corn-fieldsj

these birds commit considerable depredations, devouring

fruit, grain and seeds, in large quantities; during the

breeding time and while the young are incapable of flight

they are fed with caterpillars and other insects, which is



some return for the mischief they are at other times con-

stantly perpetrating;.

They form their nests in holes, among thatch, wood-

stacks, under the eaves of houses, and often the nests for-

saken by Martins. The nest is without shape, composed

of a great quantity of hay, straw, wool, hair, paper, and

any soft materials they can collect in the vicinity of houses,

and the old birds continue adding materials to the nest as

long as the young ones are incapable of providing for them-

selv?es. We remember to have seen an extraordinary degree

of instinct exerted by a pair of these birds, that had built

their nest in a wall contiguous to our residence.

Having noticed that the parent birds continued to bring

food to the nest for some months after the brood had left it,

we had the curiosity to place a ladder against the wall for

the purpose of ascertaining the cause, when to our surprize

we found a full grown bird in the nest which had got its leg

completely entangled in some thread which had formed

part of the nest, in such a manner as to entirely prevent

it leaving the nest. Wishing to see how long the industry

of the old birds would be extended in behalf of their im-

prisoned offspring, we left the bird and nest in the state

we found it, and observed that the parent birds continued

to supply food during the whole of the autumn and some

part of the winter months, but the weather setting in very

severe soon after Christmas, fearing the severity of the

weather would occasion the death of the imprisoned bird,

we disengaged its leg, and in a day or two it accompanied

the old ones in search of food, but they continued to feed

it till the month of March, and during the whole time they

all nestled in the same spot.

The Sparrow is liable to a considerable diversity of

colour ; those resorting to large towns being much darker

than such as frequent the country. They are also seen pied,

with white or cream colour, entirely white, black, and

black with white or party colour wings.

Its eo-«-s are five or six in number, of a greenish white

with dull green and ash colour spots and streaks.
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FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA.
BRAMBLING, or MOUNTAIN FINCH.

Generic Character. See F. Domestica,

Fringilla montifringilla ; corpore nigra supra

pennis rufo marginatis, subtus uropy-

geosque alba, jugulo pectorique rufecen-

tibus, rectricibuslateralibusnigricantibus,

extus albo marginatis.

Brambling. Body blackish ab@ve, with the feathers

margined with rufous^ beneath and vent

white ; throat and breast rufous ; the la-

teral tail feathers blackish, externally

margined with white.

Fringilla Montifringilla. Lin. Syst. v. I. p. 318.

GmeL S7/st, v. 2, p, 902, Ind. Orn. v. 1.

p. 439. Eaii Syn. p. 88.

Le Pincon d'Ardennes. Buff, Hist. d'Ois. v. 4,

p. 124. PL Enl. 54. 2.

Gros-bec d'Ardennes. Temm. Man. Orn. ed 2,

p. 360.

Brambling^ or Mountain Finch. Br. Zool, Svo. ed,

V. 1. p. 454. Arct. Zool. v. 2. p. 381.

Lath. St/n. v. 3. p. 261. Mont. Orn,

Diet. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 180,

Gen. Zool. v. 9. p, 444.

Length si^ inches, breadth ^ten and a half
;
weight

three-quarters of an ounce. Bill stout, and pointed ; in

the spring of a brightish yellow colour tipped with black,

which as the year advances becomes darker, and during th§



winter the upper mandible becomes quite dusky; irides

dark hazel; legs dark brown, slender; tail forked. The

female is paler coloured, having a considerable dash of ash

colour intermixed with the rufous, and the black feathers

are not so dark as in the male ; the female rather exceeds in

size.

In the winter this species is met with in large flocks, small

parties are also occasionally seen associating with Chaf-

finches, Sparrows, and other small birds, resorting to farm-

yards, corn-stacks, and heaps of manure. They are taken

in considerable numbers by the bird-catchers in the vicinity

of London, during the months of October, November, and

December. The species is not common in many parts of

of this kingdom.

The Bramble-finch in habits very nearly resembles

the Chaffinch, is easily tamed, and feeds on most kinds of

seeds. One we kept in a cage for some years became so

tame as to feed from the hand; its note is a harsh scream,

which it repeats two or three times, and then remains silent

for a considerable length of time.

It is said to breed in the Northern parts of Europe, but

we are unacquainted with the nest and eggs.
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FRINGILLA CANNABINA.
LI^rj^E T.

Generic Character. See F. Domestica.

pRiNGiLLA cannahina ; corpore supra fusco-castanea^

subtus albo rufeseens^ fascia alarum longi-

tudinali alba, macula verticis pectoreque

rubris.

Linnet. Body above chesnut brown, beneath whitish

brown with red spots ; wings with a lon-

gitudinal white band ; and a red spot on

the crown of the head.

Fringilla Cannabina. Lin, Syst v,\. p. 322.

Gmel, Si/st. v. 1. p. 916, Lath, Ind.

Orn. v.\,p, 458. Gen. Zool. v. 9. p. 516.

Linaria. RaiiSyn. p. 90. Briss. v. 3, p 131.

Fringilla Linota. Gmel. Syst. v. 2. p. 916. Ind.

Om. V, I. p. 457. Br. Zool. Svo. ed.

V. I p. 462.

La grand Linotte des vignes. JBuff. Hist. d'Ois.

v.. 4. p. 58.

Gros-bec Linotte. Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. p. 364.

Greater red-headed Linnet, or Redpole. Br.

Zool. V. 1. p, 131. Arct. Zool. v. 2.

p. 261. Lath. Syn. v. 3. p. 304. Bewick's

Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 190.

Common Linnet. Br. Zool. '^vo. ed. v. 1. p. i62.

Lath. Syn. v.S. p.^02. Mont. Orn. Diet.

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 188. Low,

Fauna Orcadensis, p. 63.

Much diversity of opinion has existed respecting the

identity of this species, from the circumstance of its assum-



ing a very consider-tble variation of colours in different in-

dividuals, the bird commonly known as the brown or grey

Linnet, in the spring becomes the greater red-headed Linnet

or Redpole ; at this period of the year the breast often be-

comes of a bright rosy hue, and the forehead of the same

colour, only deeper ; these colours are not attained until

the second year.

Leno-th five inches and a half, breadth ten inches. Bill

short, pointed, of a bluish ash colour in the spring, becom-

ing brown at the fall of the year; irides dark; legs slender,

blackish ; tail slightly forked. The female is somewhat

larger and has a few dusky streaks on the breast in lieu of

the rosy tint, and has but little white on the wings.

This well known bird is abundantly met with in all parts

of Great Britain, associating in small flocks during the

winter. It usually builds in low bushes or hedges, and

composes its nest of moss, dry grass and small fibres, lined

with hair and wool ; its eggs are of a dirty white hue with

purplish brown spots and streaks.

Its note is lively but not loud, and of but short continu-

ance ;
during the time the female is incubating, the song of

the male is extremely pleasing ; as soon as the young are

hatched it becomes mute, and remains silent until the fall of

the year, when its song is very softly uttered. It makes but

short flights, and is continually uttering its call while ob

wing.
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ALAUDA ARBOREA.
WOOD LARK.

Generic Character, See Alauda arvensiso

Alaui>a arhorea ; corpore nigricante griseo rufes-

cente varia, capite vitta annularia alba

cincto.

Wood Lark. Body varied with dusky^ grey and

reddish tints ; the head surrounded with

a whitish band.

Alauda Areorea. Lin. Sj/st, t?. 1 . p. 287. GmeL

S^st. V. 2, p, 793. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 1

.

p. 492.

L'ALOUEttE DU BOIS OU LE CuJELlfcR. Buff, V. 5.

p. 25.

Alouette lulu. Temm. Mart. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 282.

Wood Lark. Br. %ool. ^vo. ed. v.\.p. 479. Arct^

ZooL V. 2. p. 395. Lath. Sz/n. v. 4.

jp. 371. Mont. Orn. Diet. lb, Sup-

Bewick Br, Birds, pt. L p. 198a Gen.

Zool. V. 10. p. 506. pi 47.

Egg. Ovarium Brit. pt. 2.

Length six inches, breadth exceeding; eleven ; weight

rather more than one ounce. This species greatly resembles

the Sky Lark, but may readily be distinguished from that

bird by the shortness of its tail, and in consequence it has

a more plump appearance ; in this species the wings when

closed reach within half an inch of the tip of the tailj whilst

in the Sky Lark the tail extends full an inch beyond the



wings. Bill slender ; the feathers on the crown long, and

capable of being erected into a crest ;
eyes dark hazel

;

legs slender, hind claw long and straight. Colours alike in

both sexes ; the male exceeds in size.

- The Wood Lark is dispersed throughout the kingdom,

but is much less abundant than the Sky Lark, mostly re-

sorting to wooded situations ; its song is powerful, and it

sings on wing, when perched on trees, or on the ground

;

and frequently in the spring during the greater part of the

night. In confinement it continues its song nearly the

whole of the year.

It builds on the ground in a furrow, or among low bushes

or furze : the nest is composed of dry grass, and is lined

with finer grass and a few hairs. The eggs are four or five

in number, of a brown colour with spots of various shades of

cinereous and brown. It feeds on grain, seeds, and insects.







MOTACILLA BOARULA
GREY, or WINTER-^WAGTAIL,

Generic Character. See M. vulgaris.

MoTACiLLA Boarula; corpore cinerea subtus flava, rectrice

prima tota, secunda latere interiore alba.
Grey Wagtail. Body cinereous, beneath yellow ; first

tail feather entirely white, the second white on
the inner side.

MoTAciLLA Boarula. Lin, ManL 177L p. 527;
Gmel. Lin, Si/st. v. 2. p. 997. Lath,
Ind. Orn, v, 2. p. 502.

MoTAciLLA Cinerea, an Flava Altera. Rati Syn.
Av. p. 75. Will. Orn. p. 172.

MoTAciLLA Plata. Gesner Av. 618.
Bergeronette Jaune. BrissonAv.S. 471. t.MS.fS,

Hist. d'Ois. V. 5. 268. PL Enl 28. f. h
Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. I. p. 257.

Yellow Wagtail. Albin Birds, v. 2. t. 58.
Grey Wagtail. Br. Zool. 8vo. ed. v. I. p. 492;

Will. Ang. p. 238. Edwards Birds,
t. 259. Lath. St/u. v. 4. p, 398. lb.

Sup. p. 178. Don. Br. Birds, t, 40.
Lewin Br. Birds, v. 3. t. 95. Gen,
Zool V. 10. pt. 2. p. 49. Mont. Orn,
Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick Br. Birds, pt.l.

p. 205.

X HIS elegant species rather exceeds the Common Wag-
tail in size, being seven inches and three-quarters in length?
and weighing nearly one ounce. The colours of the sexes
are alike, but in the female they are rather paler. Bill
slender; irides dark hazel

; legs yellowish brown»

Our three species of Wagtails greatly resemble each other
in habits, food, and places of resort

; this, which is not in«
ferior in beautj of colour or symetry to either of its con-



geners, is to be met with in tolerable abundance, during

most of the winter months, in pastures, and near small

running streams ; when the weather proves severe, it will

sometimes seek shelter in out-buildings, and will visit farm-

yards and gardens, in search of scattered grain and seeds.

The note of the Winter Wagtail is much superior

to that of either of the others; it will frequently perch on

fences, during fine weather, in the months of January and

February, and continue to sing for a considerable time :

its call is like the word " Physk;' repeated two or three

times. It feeds on insects, worms, grain, and seeds; it

catches the insects in the manner already described under

the head Muscicapa Atricapilla, and has many actions in

common with that bird. When running, it keeps its tail in

constant motion, either flirting it up and down or shaking

it from side to side.

It is probable that this species may breed in the northern

parts of this kingdom ; but we have not been so fortunate

as to procure either the nest or eggs ; it is described as build-

ing on the ground like the other species, and the eggs are

said to be of a dirty white colour, marked with yellow spots.

This is migratory species, generally appearing with us in

the month of September, and usually quitting in April

;

the black, so conspicuous on its throat, does not appear till

a few weeks prior to its quitting this country, so that,

before these feathers make their appearance, the species

may easily be confounded with the Yellow or SummerWag-

tail ; but the hind claw in this last species will at all times

aftbrd a sure criterion, as in the Grey species it is short

and crooked, whilst in the Yellow it is long and nearly

straight. Its flight will also readily distinguish them ;
in the

present species the undulations are longer, and it has not that

jerking in its flight so observable in other species.

s







SYLVIA MODULARIS.
HEDGE WARBLER.

Generic Character. See Sylvia luscinia.

Sylvia modulari$ ; supra griseo fusca, tectricibus

alarum apice albis^ pec tore ccsrulescente-

cinereo.

Hedge Warbler. Above greyish brown ; wing co-

verts tipt with white • breast bluish ash-

colour.

Sylvia Modularis, Lath. Ind. Orn. v.2. p. 51 1. Gen.

Zool. V. 10. p. 669.

Motacilla Modularis. Lin. Si/st. v. I. p. 329. Gmel,

Syst. V. 2. p. 952.

LeMouchet Traine-buisson, ou Fauvette d'Hiver.

Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 5. p. 151. lb. PI.

Enl. 615.

Accenter Mouchet. Temm. Man. d'Orn, ed. 2,

p. 249.

Hedge Sparrow. Arct. Zool. v. 2. p, 418. Alhin

Br. Birds, v. 3. t. 59. lb. Song Birds,

e. 81.

Hedge Warbler. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. I. p. 509.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Gen. Zool. v. 10. p. 51 1

.

Winter Fauvette. Bewick's Br, Birds, pt. 1. p. 224.

^jThIS species is about five inches and a half in length

;

and weighs rather more than half an ounce. Bill dusky,

slender ; irides dark
;
legs dusky and slender : tbe sexes

correspond in colour, excepting the breast is more inclined

to brown, and the tips of the wing coverts more dusky

in the female.



An extremely abundant species, to be met with in almost

every hedge and bush in the vicinity of houses ; it continues

throughout the year in this country ;
and, during the winter,

frequents our dwellings like the Robin, but is less familiar;

it is easily tamed, and in confinement it readily imitates the

notes of the Canary Bird, Goldfinch, or Linnet. In its wild

state its note is short and lively, and like all the warblers

that continue through the winter with us, frequently sings

during the most intense frost.

The Hedge Warbler, or Hedge Sparrow, builds its

nest in a low bush, almost on the ground ; it is composed of

areen moss, and is lined with hair ; its eggs are four to six,

of a pale clear blue colour ;
and, though the egg differs so

much in colour, the Cuckoo often chooses the nest of this

bird to deposit its egg in ; and it is curious to see with what

anxiety and labour this little bird watches and provides food

for the young Cuckoo.

Its food is principally worms and insects, particularly

young caterpillars ; also soft fruits, as currants, raspberries,

and strawberries ; in the winter it frequents gardens and

outhouses for the sake of the crumbs or seeds that may be

scattered : its winter note resembles the word Tit, Tit, often

repeated, which has given it the name of Titling in many

parts of the country.

t







SYLVIA (ENANTHK
WHEATEAR.

Generic Character. See S. Lucinia,

Sylvia (Enanthe, dorso cano^ fronte linea supra

occulos uropygio basique caudoe albis^ per

occulos fasica nigra.

Wheatear. Back hoary ; front line above the eyes

;

rump and base of tail feathers white;

through the eyes a black band.

Sylvia (Enanthe, Lath, Ind, Orn. 2, p. 529. 79,

MoTAciLLA (Enanthp, Ltu. Sj/st. 1, p. 332, 15,

Gmel. Si/st. 2. p. 966.

Vitiflora, Baii Sj/n. p, 75. A. Brisson Om, 3^

p 449. 33.

Vitiflora (Enanthe. Gen. ZooL v. 10. pt.2. p. 565.

Le MoTEux ou ViTREc. Buffon, B. p. 237.

Traquet Moteux. Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. I.

p, 237.

Wheatear. Br. ZooL Svo. ed. v. I, p,52l. Arct.

ZooL 2. p. 420, P. WilL AngL p. 133,

t. 41, Alhin L t. 55. Male, 3, t, 54.

Female. Lath, Syn. 4. pA^b. 75, lb.

Spp. p. 1 82. Lewin's Br. Birds, 3. L 1 10.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick's Br, Birds,

Fauna Orcadensis^ p. 72,

fl.GG. Ovarium Brit, pt.l.

liENGTH about six inches and a Iialf
;

weight half an

ounce. The female \s usually somewhat larger than the

iijalej the general colours of both sexes are alike; the

female lias them less clear, the adi colour and while hlendhig

more than in the other sej^. The bill is weak^ broad, and



flattened at the base, where it is beset with bristles ; irides

dark hazel ;
legs black ; the young are of a greyish colour,

sspeckled like the young of the Redbreast and Redstart,
^

and do not acquire their full plumage till the second year.

The Wheatear is dispersed over most parts of Great

Britain, frequenting open places, as sheep walks, commons,

and the sea shore, feeding on worms and insects ; it builds

its nest according to circumstances, either in a hole in a

wall or tree, or in the ground, and as it is more or less

exposed, so is the greater or lesser care taken in its con-

struction ; it is composed of dry stalks, moss, and fibres,

intermixed with wool and hair, with which it is abundantly

lined ; it lays five or six light blue eggs.

In most places this species is migratory, and many leave

this country on the approach of winter ; others either con-

stantly reside here, or only make a partial migration. On

the south side of London, individuals may be met with at

most seasons of the year, particularly in extensive garden

grounds, in the neighbourhood of Battersea, Peckham, and

Deptford. On the downs of Sussex they are at certain

periods taken in great numbers, for furnishing the London

markets.

This bird is for some unknown cause pursued with the

greatest inveteracy in some of the Orkney Islands ; old and

young, nest and eggs, are destroyed, without any ostensible

cause. The inhabitants of some of these islands call them

Sleepers, and say that they are frequently found in a torpid

state during the winter.
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SYLVIA RUBETRA.
WHINCHAT.

Generic Character. See S. luscinia.

Sylvia Ruhetra; nigricans, superciliis albis, macula

alarum alba, gula pectoreque flavescente.

Whinchat ; blackish
; eye-brows whitish ; wings

with two white spots ; chin and breast

yellowish.

Sylvia Rubetra. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 525. Gen.

BooL V. 10. p. 706.

Motacilla Rubetra. Lin. Sj/st. v.]. p, 332. Gmel
Si/st. V. 2. p. 967.

Rubetra major sive Rubicola. Briss. Orn. v. 3,

i?. 432. 16. pL 24. / 1.

(Enanthe segunda, et Ficedula tertia Aldro-
VANDis. Will Orn, 234. Raii Si/n.

Av. 76.

Grand Traquet ou le Tarier. Buff. Hist. d'Ois,

V. 5. p. 22A. PL Enl 678. / 2.

Traquet Tarier. Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. p. 244-
Whinchat. Br. Zool Svo. ed. v. \. p. 525. Lath.

Si/n. V. 4. p. 454. Don. Br. Birds, t. 60.

Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewiek's Br. Birds,

pt. 1
. p. 238. Gen. Zool. v. 10. p. 706.

Egg. Ovarium Brit. pt.l.

X HIS is a lively active species, dispersed generally

throughout this kingdom
; it frequents commons, heaths, and

places abounding with furze or whins, whence its trivial



name. It is five inches in length, nine in breadth, and

weighs five drams. Bill black, slender, beset with bristles

Ht the base ; irides dark ;
legs and claws black and slender.

The colours of the female are more uniform than the male,

having less of black and no white about it, and is rather

larger than the other sex.

In habits this resembles the Flycatchers, like which it is

continually darting into the air in pursuit of flies, and re-

turning to the same spray ; its food is insects, but in winter

it may be seen in company with other small birds, resorting

to dunghills, at which time it feeds on seeds, worms, or in-

sects : in many parts of England it is migratory, but it may

be found near London at all seasons of the year.

It builds its nest at the bottom of a bush, mostly furze, it

is composed of dry grass and fibres, lined with finer materials

of the same kind ; it lays five or six clear blue eggs. The

nest is artfully «ecreted, and to avoid notice the birds never

alight direetly at the nest, but at some distance, and run

along the grass so as to form a little path to it. Its note i»

lively, and is uttered whilst suspended on wing over a bush

or spray ; as soon as the young are hatched the birds become

mute.
.





Fu^.by &.G-rave,f.TJee.2.16'21.



PERDIX RUFA.
GUERNSE Yy or RED-LEGGED PARTRlDGE,

Generic Character. See Perdix Cinerea.

VmiDixRufa; corpore supra griseo-fusco, subtusrufo,

pectore cinereo gulture colioque superiore

albis, fascia nigra albo punctata cinctus,

hypochordriisvitta nigra, gimplici notatis^

rectricibus sedecim ; extimis rufus.

Guernsey, or Red-Legged Partridge. Body above

grey brown ; beneath rufus ; the breast

grey ; with the throat and upper part of

the neck white, bounded by a black facia,

spotted with white ; the hypochordria

marked with simple black vitta ; tail

feathers sixteen, the outer ones rufous.

Perdix Rufa. j3. Raii. Syn.p, 37. Ind, Orn, 2. 647.

Shaw's Zool V. 11. pt 2. p. 347.

Perdix Grjeca. Raii Syn. p. 57. A. 5. Will. p. 121.

t29: Bris. l.p. 241. 12. t 23, f, 1.

Perdrix Rubra. Bris, Orn. 1. 286.

Tetrao Rufus. Lin.Syst, 1.276. Gmel. Syst, 1.756.

Perdix Rouge. Buff. 2. p. 445. Temin, Man.
Orn. ed. 2, pt. 2. p. 486.

Greek, or Red Partridge: Lath. Syn. 4. p. 767. 12.

(Guernsey Partribge. Will. *AngL p. 167. t. 29.

Albin Birds, 1. t. 29. Lath. Syn. 4. 768.

Sup. p. 220. Lewin Br. Birds, 3. t. 137.

Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup.

Bar^ary Partridge. Edw. t. 70. Jjuth. Syn. 770.

Egg. Qvarium Brit. pt. 1.

IRIDES, bill, and legs red, the latter strong, scaley,

and furnished with a blunt spur; feathers on the crown



I

and auricles, frequently erected, especially when the bird is

surprised ; tail composed of sixteen feathers, the six centre

ones of which are inclined to ash colour.

This elegant species exceeds the Conamon Partridge in

size; it measures twenty inches across the wings, is

fourteen inches in length, and weighs from eighteen to

twenty ounces.

The claim this species has to a place among British

Birds is dubious, yet, as it is now met with in considerable

abundance in several parts of this kingdom, and has been

recorded as a native by various writers, we do not hesitate

to figure it; not that we consider it improbable that it

should be a native, at least a migratory one, as the Quail

(a nearly allied species) is well known to leave and return

to this country, at stated periods, though not gifted with

e<^iml powers of wing with the present bird.

In habits it differs considerably from the Common

Partridge, frequently perching on trees, and taking more

pains in constructing its nest, which is composed of dry

grass, straws, and dead leaves, and it deposits its eggs

with considerable care ; whereas the common species lays

its eggs on the bare ground, without any nest ; is par-

ticularly solicitous for the preservation of its young, and

practices much art in deluding any one from its haunts ; in

f'-nlnrs the species widely differ, as the Red-

jjeggea Fariiridge wiW frequently sit on its eggs till almost

'

trod upon, and then suddenly risiug, will quit the nest

often for many hours together ; it has been known to build



in the hollows or in the tops of old pollard trees, and it

will breed in confinement.

The eggs of this is much larger than that of the common

species ; the colour is a dull flesh colour, with blotches, or

a darker hue : for a representation of which. See Ovarium

Brittannicum, pt. 1. Perdix plate.

There are three varieties of this species, eommon to the

southern parts of Europe, Asia, and Africa; of these the

Barbary Partridge corresponds with the one now figured,

excepting that where this is black that is of a fine rich

brown colour. The variety known as the Greek Partridge,

though nearly resembling the Red-legged, we are inclined

to esteem as a distinct species rather than a variety, as it

possesses but fourteen tail feathers, a circumstance, we be-

lieve, without a parallel, in the variations to which birds

are subject : for instance, the Shag and Cormorant, though

exactly resembling in colour, may, with certainty, always

be identified by the number of tail-feathers, the Shag-

having invariably twelve and the Cormorant fourteen.

^ The species is very generally known by the name of

Guernsey Partridge, a name to which it certainly has

no pretensions, being entirely unknown in the island,

excepting what may be occasionally imported.

This bird is not a favourite with English sportsmen, as,

by its continually running, it does not give the dogs oppor-

tunity to point, and they are often thrown completely off

the scent by the birds alighting on trees. The flesh is



much whiter, but does not possess the fine flavour of the

Common Partridge.

We are indebted for our specimen (from the neighbour-

hood of Saxmundham, Suffolk,) to the kindness of our

friend, W. J. Hooker, D. L. D. the learned professor of

Botany in the University of Glasgow. We have also re-

ceived specimens from various parts of Norfolk; and it is

also found in those parts of Essex bordering on Suffolk.

The nest of this species was pointed out to us by a gentle-?

man in the neighbourhood of Pakefield, Suffolk, in the

spring of 1814, from which the female was with difficulty

rouz ^d : it contained fourteen eggs ; and though the bird

had been often disturbed she ultimately hatched twelve of

the brood.
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OTIS TARDA^
GREAT BUSTARD,

Generic Character.

Bill subconvex, very strong.

Nostrils ovalj pervious.

Tongue bifida pointed.

Legs long-, naked above the knees.

Toes three, placed forward.

Otis Tarda ; corpore supra nigro rufoque undulato

et maculato, subtus albido ; remigibus

primoribus nigris. Mas. capite juguloque

utrinque crista! o.

Great Bustard. Upper parts of the body undulated

• and spotted with black and rufous; be-

neath whitish ; the primary quills blacks

in the male the head and throat furnished

with tufts of feathers like crests.

Otis Tarda. Lin. Stjst, v. 264. Gmel. Syst. v. 1.

p. 722. Raii Syn. j^. 58. Ind. Orn. v. 2.

p. 658.

L'OuTARDE. Buffon Hist. d'Ois. v. 2. p. I. t. I. PL
Enl. 245. Mas.

OuTARDE BARBUE. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 506.

Great Bustard. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 1. p. 376.

pi. 4r8. Arct. ZooL v. 2. p. 186. 'Edwards

Birds, t. 79, 80. Lath. Syn. v. 4. p. 796.

Lewin Br. Birds, v. 4. p. 139. Mont.

Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's Br, Birds,

pt. I, p. 310. Gen. ZooL v. 11. p. 443.

pL 30.

The male of this species measures three feet four to six

inches in length, and from the point of the bill to the toes



three feet ten inches ; and from tip to tip of the wings nearly

nine feet ; and it weighs from twenty to thirty pounds. Bill

strong and convex • irides varying from light hazel to dull

red ;
legs strong, and covered with small scales ; tail com-

posed of twenty feathers. The female is but little more

than half the size of the male, the colours are all paler, and
^

it wants the tufts of feathers growing from each side the

lower mandible, so conspicuous in the male bird. The

down next the body on this and our other native species of

Bustard^ is of a beautiful light rose colour with white

points, so that unless the feathers are disturbed it appears

of an uniform white colour ; the down is extremely thick

and close.

This noble bird, which is the most bulky of all our land

birdsj is furnished with a pouch of considerable capacity, in

which it is supposed to convey water to the female and

young ; in the specimen our figure was coloured from, the

pouch was found capable of containing rather more than two

quarts of water ; its size is variously described, some authors

stating it to be sufficiently large to contain seven quarts

;

others as many pints ; this appendage in all probability

varies with the size of the bird ; ours only weighed twenty-

two pounds and a half ; others are described as weighing

thirty pounds. The entrance to this pouch is immediately

under the tongue.

The enclosing and cultivating those extensive downs and

heaths in various parts of Great Britain, on which formerly

this noble species was seen in large flocks, threatens, within

a few years, to extirpate the Bustard from this country;



instead of being met with in flocks of forty or fifty birds, it

is a circumstance of rare occurrence that a single individual

is now seen.

/

In the spring of 1814, we saw five birds on the extensive

plains between Thetford and Brandon, in Norfolk ; from

which neighbourhood, in 1819, we received a sinirle eiro-,

which had been found in an extensive warren. In the

autumn of 1819, a large male bird was sold in Leadenhall

Market for five guineas, which had been surprised by a dog

on Newmarket Heath, and in the same year a female was

captured, under similar circumstances, on one of the moors

in Yorkshire. .

«-

'I

Our figure was drawn from a male bird taken alive on

Salisbury Plain, in the year 1797, it lived about three years

in confinement, and though a female was procured from the

Continent she never laid while confined. They devoured

turnip, cabbage, and lettuce leaves, also the blades of young

corn ; during the winterthey were fed with grain, which they

always preferred when soaked in water, they would likewise

devour worms and slugs.

The female deposits her eggs (two in number) in a hole

in the ground, without any appearance of nest; and she sits

on the eggs about thirty days ; the young run about as soon

as excluded, but they do not fly for many months. The

eggs are of a dull olivaceous brown, with darker and ash

coloured spots.

The speed of the Bustard is almost equal to that of a



Grayliound ; it is ex<tremel v shy, and unless by surprise, it is

almost impossible to get within gun-shot of it ; while run-

ning the wings are extended slightly from the body, and are

kept in continual motion ; on being first roused they go ofF

at a moderate pace, and often turn round to look at their

pursuer ; if the party does not appear to notice them they

do not run to any great distance, only sufficiently far to be

out of danger, but the instant they find they are pursued

they use their utmost speed, and have been known to run

more than five miles without the slightest pause.

This species is dispersed over the Southern parts of

Europe, and the more temperate parts of Africa, and is

very abundant in some parts of Spain and Portugal.
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ARDEA CICONIA.-
WHITE STORK.

Generic Character. See Ardea major,

Ardea Ciconia ; corpore alba, orbitis nudis, remigi-

bus scapularibusque nigris^ rostro pedibus

cutique sang-uineis.

White Stork. Body white ; orbits naked ; quill and

scapulas black ; bill^ legs^ and skin, blood

red.

Ardea Ciconia. Lin. Sj/st. v. I. p. 235. GmeL Sj/st.

V.2. p. 622. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 619.

Giconia alba. Bris. Av. v. 5. p. 365. Rail Sj/n,

p. 97.

Cicogne blanche. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 7. p. 253.

lb. PL Eni 866. Temm. Man. d'Orn.

ed. 2. p. 560.

White Stork. Arct. ZooL v. 2. p. 455. Alhin,

V. 2. t. 64. Lath. Si/n. v. 5. p, 47. lb.

Sup. 234. Blont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup.

Bemick's Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 44, Gen.

. ZooL V. II p. 617. pL 48.

Our figure oF this elegant bird was executed from an un-

usually fine specimen that was shot in the vicinity of South-

ampton, in the spring of 1816, and kindly communicated by

Edward Barnard, Esq. it had been observed in the neigh-

bourhood for some weeks, but was too wary to suffer any

one to approach sufficiently near to shoot it, until the gentle-

man who was so fortunate as to obtain it fell in with it quite

accidentally whilst out with his gun.



It measured from tip to tip of the wings nearly seven

feet ; from the point of the bill to the tail three feet ten

inches ; and from the tip of the bill to the heel, four feet

two inches ; it weighed nearly ten pounds. The sex was not

observed. Bill nearly eight inches long, the upper mandible

the longest, of a bright red colour ; irides dark ; the skin

immediately surrounding the orbit lighter, with small white

specks, like pearls, at regular distances; legs long and

' coarse; claws short and blunt.

The Stork is common to many parts of Europe, but it

rarely visits this country ; it feeds on reptiles and amphibian,

on which account it is held sacred in many countries, where

it is provided with boxes to breed in, and its destruction is

attended with heavy penalties. Its nest is formed of a large

quantity of sticks, placed loosely together ; and it lays four

or five eggSj larger than those of the Turkey but less than

the Common Goose egg; the colour is sullied white, or

wliite with blotches of yellowish buff colour.

Id those countries where the Stork abounds, its migra-

tions have long been noticed for their regularity in going

and returning. On the approach of Autumn they congregate

in immense flocks. Dr. Shaw saw three flights of them

leaving Egypt, and passing over' Mount Carmel, each half

a mile in breadth ; and he says, they were three hours in

passing over.

Our specimen was observed to rest generally on one

leg, in which posture it is said usually to sleep ; its actions

were much like those of the Common Heron. Its flesh was

of a deep blood colour, very oflbnsive in taste and smelL
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ARDEA NYCTICORAX.
NIGHT HERON.

Generic Character. See Ardea Major,

Ardea Nycticorax^ C'Mas); crista occipites tripenna

alba horizontally dorso nigro ; abdomine

flavescente.

Night Heron. (Male.) Crest on the hind head white^

horizontal, of three feathers; back black;

belly yellowish.

Ardea Nycticorax, (FcemJ; capite loevi, fusco

;

corpore fuscente subtus albo; regimebus

primoribus apice maculato alba.

Night Heron. (Female.J Head smooth, brown ;

body brownish, beneath white ; first quill

feathers with a white spot at the tip.

Ardea Nycticorax. Lin. Si/st. v. 1. p. 235. GmeL
Lin. Sj/st. V. 2. p. 624. Baii Syn. p.

99. 3. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. %. p. 678,

Bris. Av. V. 5. p. 493. t. 39.

Botaurus ncevius. Bris. Orn. 5. 462. 31.

Cancrofagus castaneus. Bris. Orn. 5. 468. 34.

Le Bihoreau. Hist.d'Ois. v.7. p.4t3^. Pl.Enl.lbS.

Bihoreau a manteau noire. Tejum. Man. Orn.

ed 2. pt. 2. p. 577.

Ardea Grisea. Gmel. Lin. p. 625.

Le Heron Gris. Bris. Av. 20. 5. p. 412. t. 36.

PI. Enl. 759.

Nycticorax europoeus. Gen. Zool. v. p. 2,

p. 609. pi. 47.

Night Heron. Arct. Zool. v. 2. p. 151. Br. Zool.

Sw. ed. V. 2. p. 23. Lath. Si/n. v. B.

p. 52. lb. Sup. p234. Mont. Orn. Diet.

lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt.2. p. 53.

iENGTH about one foot eight or nine inches; bill

strong, thick, nearly four inches in length; irides red



orange ; lore and orbits greenish olive ; crown of the

head black, with green reflections ; crest arising from the

back of the head, consisting of three white slender

feathers, with dusky tips; legs coarse ^nd strong; middle

claw serrated. In the female the crest is wanting, and it

otherwise differs so considerably from the male ; that we

purpose giving a figure of it in a future volunie.

Though common to various parts of Europe, from Spain

to Russia, and likewise in America, the Night Heron

is among the rarest visitants to the British Islands^ bujt

very few instances occur of its being met with in Great

Britain. It has the general habits of the Heron tribe, fre-

quenting the borders of rivers and lakes, and feeding on

fish, amphibeae, and worms. Its cry is loud and harsh, and

has been compared to that of the Raven, from whence its

common name, but why it should be designated the Nigh^

Heron or Raven we ape at loss to guess, as the uttering of

its note during the night time is not confined to this, but

prevails generally with the Ardea family, and most par-

ticularly with the Coinmon Bittern,

According to Latham, it builds in trees or among rocks,

and lays three or four white eggs.







NUMENIUS PHCEOPUS.
WHIMBREL,

Generic Character. See Numenius Arquata.

NuMENius PhceopuSj rostro nigro pedibus coerules^

centibus^ maculis dorsalibus fuscis rhom-

boidalibus^ uropygio albo.

Whimbrel, Bill blacky legs bliieish, back with

rhomboid brown spots^ rump white.

Numenius Phceopus. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 711^

Numenius Minor. Brisson Av. v, 5. 317. t. 27.

ScoLOPAx Phceopus. Lin. Syst. v. 1. p. 24:3. GmeU
Lin. Syst. v. 2. p. 657.

Arquata Minor, Raii Syn. Av. p. 103. Will. Orn.

p. 217.

Phceopus Altera^ vel Arquata Minor. Gesner

Av. 499.

Le petit CourliS;, ou Le Courlieu. Buffon Hist.

dVis. V. 8. p. 27.

CouRLis CoRLiEu. Temm. Man. Orn. ed. 2. pt. 2,

p. 604.

Whimbrel. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 2. p. 36. Arct.

Zool. V. 2. p. 462. Edward's Birds,

t. 307. Lath. Syn. v. 5. p. 123. Lewin's

Br. Birds, v. 4. t. 154. Don. Br. Birds,

V. 3. t. 72. Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick'^

Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 65.

\ .

-

IjENGTH about seventeen or eighteen inches, and it

weighs t\yelve to fourteen ounces ; bill about two inches



and a half long-, slender, and curving ; irides dark
;

legs

and feet long and slender. Colour of the sexes alike.

This species resembles the Common Curlew in every

respect excepting size ; like which it is generally met with

on the sea coasts, or in the vicinity of extensive waters,

feeding on worms, slugs, and the like. The Whimbrel

is less numerous than the Curlew, usually associating in

small flocks ; its cry is not so loud as that of the other

species, nor so frequently heard ; its flight is more rapid,

but not so long continued.

On many parts of our coasts it is met with during the

autumn and winter, but is supposed to return northward to

breed. It is often sent to the London markets with other

wild fowl, from the fenny countries, where it is sold under

the name of Jack Curlew. Its flesh, like that of the

Curlew, is variously flavoured, according to the situation

it frequents, and the food it consumes ;
those from the sea

coasts being often rank and flshy, whilst those from inland

places are well flavoured. We have met with varieties

in the markets almost plain coloured, and in one instance

nearly white.

May be easily tamed, and will destroy worms, slugs, and

insects, when suffered to be abroad in a garden
;

and

thouah its bill is slender it readily devours the gardeq

s|iail entire.
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SCOLOPAX LAPPONICA.
RED GODWIT,

Generic Character. See S. rusticola.

ScoLOPAx lapponica ; rostro flavescente, pedibus ni-

grisj subtus tota rufo ferruginea.

Red Godwit ; Bill yellowish;, legs blacky body be-

neath ferruginous.

ScALOPAx Lapponica. Lin. Sjjst. vA. p. 246. GmcL

Si/st. V. 2. p. 667. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 718.

LiMosA RUFA. Briss. Av. v, 5. p. 281. t. 25. /. 1.

Barge rousse. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 7. p. 504. Temm.

Man. d'Orn. cd. 2. p. 668.

Red Godwit. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 2. p. 51. pi. 12.

Arct. Zool. 372. Lath. Syn. v. 5. p. 142.

Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. Beicick Br.

Birds, pt. 2. p. 85.

1 HIS bird measures about eighteen inches in length, and

weighs from ten to thirteen ounces. Bill nearly four inches

in length, slightly inclining upwards, slender, the tip

roughened like a file ; eyes dark hazel
;
legs four inches in

length
;
thighs bare a considerable space above the knees

;

toes long and slender.

The Red Godwit is subject to considerable variety in its

plumage, some specimens being nearly destitute of the fer-

ruginous colour on the neck and breast, others having the

back ash colour, and the bars on the breast wanting ; the

white or cream colour of the upper tail coverts, and rump.



seem a pretty constant character. This bird is rather larger

than the common Godwit, and is of much rarer occurrence.

Our specimen was painted from a fine specimen purchased

at a poulterer's in Leadenhall Market, where it had been

sent with other fen birds from the fens of Ely. The only

specimen we have been so fortunate as to meet with alive

we shot on Riegate Heath, Surrey ; where it was feeding in

company with Lapwings and Redshanks. It runs with great

speed, and is extremely active and lively ; its food is worms,

slutrs and insects ; in the stomach of this specimen were

several marine shells entire ; this bird was killed in the

month of November, 1816. We are unacquainted with the

nest and eggs.







TRINGA PUGNAX.
RUFF.

Generic Character.
Bill straight^ slender^ not exceeding an inch and a

half in length.

Nostrils small, linear.

Tongue slender.

Toes divided, or slightly connected at the base by a

small membrane; hind toe small.

Tringa pugnax ; rostro pedibusque luteus, rectri-

cibus tribus lateralibus immaculatus, facie

papillis granulatis carneis.

Ruff. Bill and legs yellow; three lateral tail feathers

without spots ; face with flesh coloured

granulations.

Tringa Pugnax. Lin. S^st. v. I. p. 147. GmeL
Si/st. V. 2. p. 669. Ind. Orn, v. 2. p. 725.

Le Combattant. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v> 7. p, 62L
lb. PL Enl. 305, 306.

Becasseau Combattant. Temm, Man. d'Orn. ed. 2.

p. 631.

Yellow-legged Sandpiper. Mont. Orn. Diet. App.
Tringa Grenovicensis. Lath. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 731.

Greenwich Sandpiper. Lath. S^n. Sup. p. 249.

Ruff. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 2. p. 71. pi. 14. Aret.

ZooL V. 2. p. 4:79. Albin, v. I. t. 72, 73.

Lath. Syn. v. 5. p 159. LewinBr. Birds,

V. 5. 1. 106. Dan. Br. Birds, 1. 19. Mont,
Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds,

pt. 2. p. 96.

Egg. Ovarium Brit. ptA.

The Ruff measures from twelve to thirteen inches in

length, and about twenty-four from tip to tip of the wings ;

and varies in weight from five to seven or eight ounces*



Bill an inch and a quarter long, slender, the point comi

pressed, it varying from yellow to deep flesh colour
;
eyes

dark hazel ;
cheeks, during the breeding season, covered

with reddish yellow pimples, which disappear in the month

of June, or early in July, and are replaced by feathers

;

legs slender, generally of a bright sulphur colour, though

sometimes of a dusky green. The young males and females

differ so materially from the adult male bird, that we pur-

pose giving figures of both, at some future period.

A great peculiarity of manners and form is exhibited in

the male of this species : early in the spring, very shortly

after its arrival in this country, those beautiful feathers

growing out of the neck, and forming an elegant rutf, (from

which the species takes its English name) make their ap-

pearance ; these are different in almost every bird, in some

entirely white, or barred and spotted with dark brown,

black, or purple ; others have these feathers ofa deep ches-

nut colour, either plain or barred ; so that they vary ad in-

finitum : from the back of the head are two tufts of feathers,

generally of the same colour as the ruff, which are erected

or depressed at pleasure ; when the bird is irritated, which

a very trivial circumstance will readily effect, all these fea-

thers are erected, when the bird assumes a very grotesque

appearance.

Early in April the Ruffs arrive principally on the

eastern coast of this kingdom, and are then extremely lean

and feeble, but recover their flesh and strength in a few

days; in a week or ten days after the males have arrived,

the fLraales make their appearance; they do not arrive in

numbers but individually, or at least it is supposed so, as

they are found very sparingly and widely dispersed. In

1816, we were so fortunate as to meet with several parties

of both sexes, the latter end of April, near Spalding; and

falling in with a person whose business was the capturing

these birds for the purpose of fattening for the table, we

accompanied him during a whole day in his occupation of

Ruff-catching, which is practised much in the manner prac-

tised bv bi^rd-catchers in general, but instead of the living
V

4



birds that are used for the purpose of decoying the wild ones,

the RufF-catcher employs the skins of the Reeve, or female,

which are clumsily stuffed, for that purpose ; the nets vary

much in size, from fourteen feet to ten or twelve yards in

length, and are commonly used singly ; about an hour be-

fore daj-break we set off, the net was placed on a piece

of sloping marshy ground, where the birds had been noticed

the previous day ; we then took our station behind a heap of

brush-wood, at the distance of one hundred and fifty yards,

and to prevent the birds discovering us by the scent, some

lighted turf was constantly placed before us. As soon as

the day began to break we heard the piping or whistling

note of these birds, and very shortly afterwards some came

within the compass of the net, which was immediately pulled,

and the produce of the first fall of the net was thirteen

males and four females, the latter were immediately libe-

rated, but whether from having been before captured, they

did not shew any considerable alarm, nor did they leave

the place, so that the next time the net was drawn two
of them were retaken

;
by seven in the morning the birds

that congregated were all captured, or had quitted the

place, with the exception of the females, who frequent the

same places, and throughout the whole day but nine Ryffs

were taken singly, excepting those captured at our first set-

ting out. "
.

Oil the prisoners being taken out of the baskets, they

had several pans of bread and milk mixed with hemp-seed

set before them, which they began to devour with as much
avidity as if it had been their common food; during their

feeding their quarrelsome disposition became evident, for if

one intruded in the slightest degree upon the position taken

up by its neighbour, a battle was the inevitable conse-

quence, and all the vigilance shewn by the Game Cock was
here displayed

;
they seized one another by the ruff-feathers,

and then leaping upwards, at each time tore out several

feathers
; their heads were beiit down and they menaced one

another exactly in the way of the fighting Cock; this dis-

position to fight was evinced not during their meals only, but



whenever any one ventured upon the spot taken possession
.

of by another bird a battle as regularly ensued.

Previous to the arrival of the females the male birds re-

sort to the places where they purpose taking up their resi-

dence, commonly some little elevated spot just raised above

the level of the surrounding marsh ; on this place, he is

continually pacing about, often extending his feathers, not

very unlike those uncouth gestures exhibited by the Turkey

Cock ; and he is continually uttering a feeble inward kind

of wail or ory, which is readily understood by the females,

who immediately repair to the spots or hills possessed by

the males, the consequence of this is a general battle, which

is contested with obstinacy, and the victor has frequently

to sustain these sorts ofcontests before his title to the female

is acknowledged. These birds are polygamous ; but it ap-

pears remarkable, the number of males seems to exceed that

of the females two or three-fold.

The food of the Ruff is principally worms, insects, and

sluo's 1 it will, in default of other food, eat seeds and leaves

ofgrass ; but in confinement, bread and milk is readily con-

sumed ; when kept penned up tor the purpose of fattening^

their food is bread and milk, mixed with hemp-seed and

sugar.

The female deposits her eggs, four in number, on a few

dry leaves or a tuft of grass ; she sits about twenty-one days,

and the young run about shortly after they are excluded

from the shell. These birds run with great speed, and fly,

when disturbed, with considerable swiftness : after the

breeding season is over they associate with Lapwings and

Redshanks, to the latter they bear a strong resemblance

when they have lost their ruff. The young do not attain

their ruff and full plumage till the second year.

The species is dispersed throughout various parts of the

North of Europe, it is said even to Iceland ;
but, in this

country, is very local, being principally found in the fenny

parts of Lincolnshire and Cambridge, also in some parts of

Norfolk, Suffolk, Yorkshire, and Devonshire.



o
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CHARADRIUS MORINELLUS.
DOTTREL.

Generic Character. See C. pluvialis.

Charadrius Morinellus ; pector© ferrugipeo^ fascia

supercilioruui pectorisque lineari alba^

pedibus nigris.

Dottrel. Bred^st ferrugineous ; band over the eyes

atid line oti the breast white ; legs black.

Charadrils Morinellus. Lin. Syst, v. 1. p, 254
Gmel, Si/st. v. 2. p. 686. Ind. Orn. v. 2.

^.746. Raii Syn. p. 111.

Petit Pluvier, ou le Guicnard. Buff. Hist. d'Ois,

V. 8. p. 87. lb. PL Enl 832.

PluvierGuignard. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed.2.p.537.

Dottrel. Br. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 2. p. 102, pL 18.

Arct. Zool. V. 2. p. 210, Albin. v. 2. p. 62.

63. Lath. Sj/n, v. 5 p. 208. Lewin Br.

Birds, V. 5. t. 186. Don. Br. Birds, v. 2,

t. 42. Mont. Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's

Br. Birds, pt. 1 . p. 344.

JuENGTH nine inches and a half ; breadth eioeteeiu

inches
; weight from three ounces and a half to live ounces*

The female wants the white line on the breastj and that

over the eye is mottled ; the crown of the head is brown^

with a few white feathers ; and the whole of the colours are

duller than in the other sex. The young birds are of a pale

rufous brown on the under parts, and the back^ neck, and

head are mottled brown ; they do not attain their full

plumage until the second year.



The Dottrel arrives in this country about the first

week in April, and retnains near the coast for nearly three

weeks, thej' then pursue their journey to the Northward.

On their arrival they are often so lean and emaciated as not

to be able to secrete themselves from danger, and will suffer

any one to take thern in the hand ; bat previous to their

quitting they become quite plump, and are then shy. They

usually pursue the same route in going and returning, and

those places that afforded them food on their first arrival are

generally visited again about the month of October.

We are informed by Mr. Gough, of Middleshaw, in West-

morland, that this bird breeds on the neighbouring hills.

We have been favoured with several eggs from different parts

of Scotland, said to belong to this bird, but our friends not

accompanying these with the bird, we are under doubts with

regard to their identity.

In the month of November, 1817, a gentleman killed five

of these birds on Nun-head Hill, Peckham, Surrey : three

of them were sent to me as Golden Plovers, one was the

male, and the others, birds of the current year. I was so

fortunate as to procure the other two, one of which proved

the female ; in this part of the country Ihey are exceedingly

rare, and it is the only instance 1 remember of their being

killed in the neighbourhood.

It is a dull inactive bird, and if plenty of food is laid in

its way, the most bungling attempt will hardly fail of in-
.

ticing it into any lure placed for it.





Ftih. by 6 (h~Aves, Dec.l.lSZl.



GALLINULA CREX.
CRAKE GALLINULE, or CORN CRAKE.

Generic Character. See Gallinula chloropus.

Gallinula Crex; corpora supra grisea pennis medio

nigricantibus^ alis rufo-ferrugineis^ subtus

albo rufescente.

Crake Gallinule. Body above ferruginous, with a

mixture of greyish ash colour, centre of

each feather blackish ; wings bright fer-

ruginous ; beneath reddish white.

Gallinula Crex. Lath Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 766.

Rallus Crex. Lin. Syst, v. 1. p. 261. Gmel. Syst.

V. 2, p. 71 1.

Ortygometra. Rail Syn. p. 58. Will. p. 122.

Porphyrio Rufescens. Briss. v. 5. p. 533.

Rale de Genet^ ou Roi des Cailles. Rtiff^. Hist.

dVis. t;. 8. p. 146. lb. PL Enl. 750.

Poule-d'eau de Genet. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2.

p. 686.

Crake Gallinule. Br. Zool. ^vo. ed. v. 2. p. 119.

Arct. Zool. V. 2. p. 412. Lath. Si/n. v. 5.

p. 250. Leimn Br. Birds, v. b. t. 190,

Don. Br. Birds, v. 5. t. 1 16. Mont. Orn.

Diet.

Corn Crake. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 1. p. 308,

Land Rail. Low Fauna Orcadensis, p. 94.

Egg. Ovarium Brit. pt. 2.

.

JL HIS species measures nine inches and a half in length,

and nearly sixteen in breadth ; and weighs from six to eight

ounces. The colour of the sexes are alike ; but those of the

female are rather duller.



It is migratory, arriving- in this country from the middle to

the end ofApril, and quitting about the last week in October.

It arrives in the Orkneys about two weeks later, but quits

earlier. It is not a numerous species, but is dispersed

throughout Great Britain and Ireland, and is said to be most

abundant in the latter.

The Crake Gallinule, or as it is more generally called,

the Land Rail, is a shy solitary bird, confining its haunts

entirely to corn fields, or among high grass, and never fre-

quenting marshy places, as is the habit of the two species

already figured. Its nest is loosely composed of a few dry

leaves and grass, placed among corn or high grass ; it lays

ten or twelve pale brownish white eggs with rust coloured

spots. The young run as soon as excluded, often with parts

of the shell adhering to them, they are covered with loose

blackish down, and are of a clumsy shapeless make.

In the spr ing this bird may be heard mostly towards the

dusk of evening uttering its craking call, which is readily

imitated by drawing the fingers along the teeth of a comb,

and by this stratagem they are often decoyed under nets,

placed for the purpose of their capture. One we kept in a

garden for some months became very tame, aiid readily as-^

sociated and fed with the poultry ; it was continually on the

search for slugs and >vorms, of the fpnner it devoured aipasi-^

ing numbers.

The Corn Crake runs with great swiftness through the

grass or corn, and is with difficulty roused to take wing ; it

flies heavily, with its legs hanging down in an awkvyard

manner.

Provincial names: Corn Crake, Daker Hen, Land Henj^

Land Rail, Crek or Craker, Bean Crake, Corn Drake.







PODICEPS CllISTATUS.
CRESTED GREBE.

Generic Character.

Bill straight, pointed.

Nostrils linear.

Tongue slightly cleft.

Skin surrounding the eyes bare.

Legs placed far behind, compressed sideways, the
hind part edged with a double row of serratures.

Toes surrounded with an entire membrane.
Tail w.anting.

PoBicEPs cristuius ; corpore fugcus, subtus albus,

capite rufo tumido, collari nigro, remi-

gibus secendaris albis.

Crested Grebe. Body brown, beneath white ; head
rufous, (appearing swollen) ; collar blacks-

secondary quill feathers white,

PoDiCEPs Cristatus. Latk. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 780.

CoLYMBUs Cristatus. Lin. Sj/st. v. 1. p. 222. GmeL
Si/st. V. 2. p. 589.

CoLYMBUS MAJOR, CRISTATUS ET CORNUTUS. Raii^fi:

p. 124.

^CoLYMBus coRNU'sus. Bviss. V. 6. p. 45.

Greater Crested. and Horned Ducker. Will An^-
p. 340,

Le Grebe Cornu. Buff. Hist d'Ois, v. 8. p.

Ih. PL Enl. 400.

Grebe Hu'ppe. Tefiim. Man. dVrn. ed. 2. p. 716.

Crested Grebe.
,
Br. ZooL 8vo. ed. v. 2. p. ISO.

Arct. ZooL V. 2. p. 498. Lath. 8i/n. v. 5.

p. 281.. Lewin Br. Birds, v. 5. t. 106.

Don. Br. Birds, v. 3 t. 68. Mont. Orn,

Diet. BewicMs Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 136.



CoLYMBUS uRiNATOR, LtTi. S^st. V. I. p. 223, GmcL

Si/st V. 2. p. 368.

Tippet Grebe. Br. ZooL pr, ed, v.2. p. 222. Lath,

Syn. V. 5. p. 283. Br. Zool. 8vo. ed. v. 2.

p. 134. Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick's Br,

Birds, pt. 2. p. 138.

The male of this species weighs from two pounds and a

half to three pounds ; is nearly two feet in length, and about

thirty-two inches in breadth. Bill nearly three inches long,

strong and sharp pointed, in the spring it is of a deep flesh

colour, but becomes darker as the year advances ; irides and

lores bright scarlet
;
legs thin, in some dusky, in others green.

The female weighs less than two pounds ;
length twenty-

one inches; it has scarcely any of the crest-like feathers,

and the colours are much lighter than in the male bird.

Both sexes ars subject to very considerable diversity in depth

and disposition of colour. The young males do not attain

the full plumage for several years, and in the intermediate

stages have been considered, by many writers, as a distinct

species, and as such described under the name of Tippet

Grebe, Cofi/mbus urinator of LinnaBi^s.

On extensive waters that communicate with the ocean,

and more particularly near their confluence, this species is

oftentimes very abundant. In the fenny parts of Lincoln

and Cambridgeshires, and on the extensive broads, (as they

are termed) in Norfolk and Suffolk, they are extremely com-

mon ; we counted twenty-six, at one time, on Filby broad,

near Yarmouth ; and during severe weather they are often

seen in flocks in the vicinity of the Thames.



The nest has been described as floating about with the

current, which, most probably, frequently occurs, as the nest

is loosely constructed of a large quantity of vegetable mat-

ter, as the decaying stalks and leaves of grass, rushes, and

other aquatic plants, dry sea weed, and almost any sub-

stance of this kind; it is generally placed close at the water's

edge, consequently liable to be floated away at any extra-

4>rdinary rise of the water.

It lays four or five eggs, of a dull opaque white, longer

but not so bulky as those of the common Hen ; when the

contents are removed froni the shell it has a beautiful verdi-

gris hue on the inside, if viewed between the eye and the

light; this circumstance is common to all the Grebe familj

we have met with. The eggs are sometimes used for the

table, and are considered by some persons as preferable to

those of the common Fowl.

The young feed on small fish, aquatic insects and worms,

which they are very dexterous in procuring for themselves
;

the parent birds are very attentive to them, searching out

food, and protecting them from danger ; but we very much

doubt the statement made ii^ British Zoology of their

carrying"their young on their backs, or under their wings
;

the more so as these birds swim very deep in the water, but

little more than their heads appearing.

The skins of this species is often manufactured into muffs

and tippets ; and in many parts of the North of Europe they

are prepared and worn next the skin by persons of weak

constitutions.



The Grebes are subject to be destroyed by the Moor

Buzzard and other gpecies of Falco ; also numbers are de-

stroyed by tlie Water Rat. We once observed a Hooded

Crow very busily engaged on the banks of the Orwell, and

upon going to the spot to ascertain what it was doing, we

found it had taken possession of the nest, with four eggs

belonging to this bird, two of which it had broken, and

eaten the contents of the shells ; on examining the remain-

ing two, we ibund the chicks completely formed, and within

a day or two of being hatched.

Provincial names : Cargoose, Gaunt, Loon.







1^ uT^o.
SCLAVONIAN GREBE,

Generic Character, See Podiceps cristatus.

PoDiCEPs cornutus ; capita cristatus, collo subtus

castaneo^ capite colloque supremo nigro-

vires ce^itibus^ fasiculo pone oculos an-

rantio rufescente.

ScLAvONiAN Grebe. Head crested; beneath deep
chesnut colour ; head and upper part of

the neck greenish black ; tuft of feathers

surrounding the eyes reddish orange.

Podiceps Cornutus. j3. Lath Ind, Orn, v. 2. p. 783.
CoLYMBus Cornutus. GmeL Sj/st. v. L p. 591.

CoLYMBUS, sive Podiceps MINOR. Baii Sj/n. p. 190.

CoLYMBUs cornutus MINOR. Bvlss, Om. V. 6. p. BO'

Le petit Grebe cornu. Buf. Hist. d'Ois. v. S, p. 237.

Le Grebe Esclavonie. Buff. PL Enl. 404.
Horned Grebe. Lath. Sijn, v. b. p. 288. var. A.
Eared or Horned Dobchick. Edward's Birds, 1. 145.

Grebe Cornu ou Esclavon. Temm, Man. d'Orn,
ed. 2. p. 721.

Sclavonian Grebe. Mont. Orn. Bid. lb. Sup,
Br, ZooL Svo. ed. v. 2. p.

A HIS elegant bird has been confounded with the Eared
Grebe, F, auritus, with which it has a near affinity ; it is the
the scarcest of the two species, and appears to be but imper-
fectly known to most of the authors who have noticed it.

In the Supplement 'to Mr. Montagu's Ornithological Dic-
tionary, he has been at considerable pains to point out (hose
characters by which this is to be discriminated from the
auritus. In the Eared Grebe the tuft of feathers on the
sides of the head are of one leooih. and ;^row from a
broad base behind the eyes ; whilst in this species they in-

crease gradually in length from the base of the bill, and m-
stead of inclining backward, as in other species, they stand



erect like ears. In [the form of the bill there is a con-

siderable difference; in the Sclavonian Grebe both man-

dibles taper gradually to the point, and are straight; but in

the other the upper mandible only is straight, and the lower

one inclines upwards to form the point. This rather ex-

ceeds the auritus in size, but individuals differ considerably

in size and weight ; our specimen, which was taken alive in

a meadow, at some distance from water, weighed fourteen

ounces and a half, and rather exceeded fourteen inches in

length; it was a male bird. A female I received, which was

killed on the New River, near Clay Hill, Enfield, Middlesex,

was rather less, and the tufts of feathers on the sides of the

head were shorter, and not so bright coloured.

Bill an inch long ; the base of the under mandible of a

light pink colour ; the upper mandible, and tip of the lower,

dusky ; bare skin round the eyes, and irides bright scarlet

;

legs lead colour, changing to dusky almost as soon as dead.

This bird has the habits and manners common to the other

Species of this genus : on the water its actions are lively

and exceedingly graceful ; it is scarcely able to walk, and,

from the shortness of its wings, it is not capable of taking

long flights; and it is most probable that our specimen

had attempted a longer flight than it was able to perform,

and becoming fatigued was obliged to rest, when it was

tak^n. Its movements and gestures whilst confined were

quite ludicrous ; it was not so shy as might be expected,

but it seemed to be scarcely able to support itself on

its feet, without considerable difficulty, and was conti-

nually tumbling over in its attempts to walk. On a pan of

water being placed before it, the bird immediately scrambled

towards it, and seemed to experience much pleasure in

throwing the water over itself; it was fed for a few days on

small fish and worms ; but growing restless and uneasy, we

gave it the range of a large piece of water ; but whether it

escaped or perished we were unabl® to learn, as it was not

seen afterwards.

We are onacquainted with the nest and eggs.







PODICEPS AURITUS.
EARED GREBE,

Generic Character. See P. cristatus.

PoDicEPs Auritus; fusco nigricans, subtus albu^
capito nigro, auritus cristate ferrugineis.

Eared Grebe. Body blackish brown, beneath white
head black, ear-like feathers ferruginous.

PoDicEPs Auritus. Latham Ind. Orn, v. 2. p. 381.
CoLYMEus Auritus. Lin. Si/sL v. I. p, 222, GmeL

Lin. Si/st, V. 2. p. 590.

Le petit Grebe huppe. Hist. d'Ois, v. 8. p, 235.
La Grebe a Oreilles. Brisson Av. v, 6. p. 54.

Grebe Oreillard. Temm. Man, Orn. ed, 2, pt 2
p. 12b,

Eared Dobchick. Edward's Av. t. 96. Jig. 2.

Eared Grebe. Br. Zool. Svo. ed, v, 2. p. 135.

pi. xxiv. Arct. Zool v. 2, p. 499. Lath.
Syn. V. 5. p. 285. Lewin Br. Birds, 5.

t. 107. Don. Br. Birds, v. 2. t. 29,

Mont Orn. Diet, lb. Sup. ^ Plate.

Bewick Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 139.

The length of this species is about one foot, breadth

twenty-two inches. Bill slightly inclining upwards at the

point, lore and irides bright scarlet ; feathers of the head,

soft and thickly set, so as to give it an appearance of bulk

greater than it really possesses ; feathers behind the eyes

longer and capable of being erected in tufts,at the pleasure

of the bird; it is from these feathers that the species has



acquired the specific name of Auritus^ or Eared. The ge-

neral disposition of colours is as represented in the annexed

fio-ure, but they vary in intensity in different individuals

;

le«-s slender and black. Excepting the ear-like feathers

beino- shorter and less bright, the female resembles the male

in colour.

Our figure was executed from a fine male bird, which

with the female were shot on the coast of Essex, in the

month of March. The species is but rarely seen, and with

us is one of the scarcest of the genus. We have observed

it on some of the extensive broads near Yarmouth in April,

and received a fine living specimen, which was caught in a

net in the river Tare, in May 1820. It is supposed to

breed in the fens of Lincoln and Cambridgeshires, as also

in Romoey Marsh, Kent.

Its food is fish and aquatic plants. The nest is very

bulky, and is composed of grass and rush leaves, usually

interwoven with some tall water plant, for the purpose of

keeping it stationary; but this expedient often fails, and

the nest has been observed floating about with the bird in

it : the eggs are of a dull white, four or five in number ;
but

when the contents of the shell have been removed, is (as is

the case with all the other species of Grebe we have had

an opportunity of examining) of a bright green colour in

the inside, when held up against the light.
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COLYMBUS GLACIALIS
NORTHERN DIVER,

Generic Charactee.

Bill strong, straight, pointed ; edges of both mandibles

inclining inwards, the upper mandible somewhat
projecting ; nostrils linear.

Tongue long, pointed, serrated on the sides near the
root.

Legs thin, compressed sideways.

Toes four, the outer one longest ; the hind toe con-
nected to the inner one by a small membrane.

Tail short, consisting of twenty or more feathers,

CoLYMBUS Glacialis; capite colloque nigro-viqlaceo,

facio gulae cervicisque alba interrupta.

Northern Diver. Head and neck violet-black, chin

and upper part of the neck with a white

interrupted band

CoLYMBUs Glacialis. Lin. l.p. 221. GmeL
Si/st. 2. p. 558. Ind. Orn. 2. p. 799.

CoLYMBUS MAXIMUS CANDATUS. Rail Sytl. p. 125.

CoLYMBUS MAXIMUS STELLATUS NOSTRAS. Sib. Scot.

20. tab, 15.

Mergus major n^vius. Briss. Av, v. 6. p, 120.

6.^. 11./. 2,

LImbrjm ou Granp P;.ongeon. Buff. Hist. d'Ois.

V. 8. p. 258, t. 22.

Plongeon Imbrim. Temm. Man. Orn. ed, 2. p. 910.

Greatest Speckled Diver or Loon. Will. Orn.

p. 342.



Northern Diver. Br. ZooL Svo. ed. v. 2. p. 165.

29. Arct ZooL 439. Lath. Syn, v. 6.

p. 837. Don. Br. Birds, v. S. t. 58.

Mont. Orn. Diet.—Sup, Bewick's Br.

BirdSy pt. 2. p. 168. Fauna Orcadensis,

p. 108.

Egg. Ovarium Brit, pt. 2.

This species varies considerably in size and weight ;
our

specimen measured from the tip of the bill to the extremity

of the tail three feet Hve inches, and four feet three inches

from tip to tip of the wings, and it weighed rather more

than nine pounds.

Bill strong, pointed, compressed ; irides golden yellow ;

neck and head deep black with violet and green reflections

;

legs flat, toes long, with broad webs. The colours of the

female are less intense, otherwise they correspond with

the other sex.

Thi^ which is the largest species of Diver, principally

confines its visits to the Northern parts of Great Britain,

and, excepting in very severe weather, rarely appear South-

ward. In the winter of 1813-14, during the intense frost,

two fine birds of this species were taken alive in the Thames,

below Woolwich, which were kept in confinement for some

months, |hey eagerly devoured most kinds of fish or offal

;

at the approach of spring they began to shew great un-

easiness in their confinement, though they had the range of

an extensive piece of water, from whence they ultimately



escaped in Ihe month'ofApril, and though from the formation

oftheir legs they are incapable of walking, and the construc-

tion of their wings does not enable them to fly, they con-

trived to drag, or rather push themselves forward, so as to

reach the river ; the distance from it to the pond where they

were confined, was several hundred yards ; that they made

their escape that way we have no doubt, as two birds re-

sembling them in colour were seen on the river in that

neighbourhood for several days after these had left their

confinement, and though repeatedly shot at, thejtconstantly

escaped by diving.

On the water these birds are all life and activity, being

constantly diving or fluttering about in the pursuit of fisli,

or of one another, but on land they loose all their activity,

either standing perfectly erect as in our figure, or dragging

themselves along on their bellies much in the manner of a

seal. The quantity of fish this bird will consume is astonish-

ing, the two above referred to devoured a bushel of sprats

in less than twenty-four hours.

This species but rarely breeds in Great Britain, a few are

said occasionally to be found during the inbreeding season in

the Orkney and Shetland Islands. Our specimen was shot

in the month of March 1815, in the Firth of Forth, and

though badly wounded survived its arrival in London ; the

irides were, as represented in the accompanying plate, of a

most brilliant gold colour, though described by authors as

purple.



In the Northern parts of Europe where these birds

abound, their skins are dried and converted into various

articles of apparel. We received a very well made waist-

coat from a sailor who brought it from Archangel, and also

a muff which was obtained at some port in Norway, both

made of the skins of this bird. It rarely approaches the

shore, and is often met with by fishermen many leagues

from land, where it occasionally is captured by getting en-

tangled in the nets whilst in pursuit of fish.

On dissecting our specimen we found various small shells

in the stomach.







STERNA ROSEA.
ROSEATE TERN.

Generic Character. See & Boisii.

Sterna Rosea, corpore rosea^ dorso cinerea^ cauda

forficata,, alba

Roseate Tern. Body beneath rosy,, back cinereous^

tail forked^ white.

Sterna Dougallii. Sup. Mont. Orn, Diet,

Hirondelle-de-mer Dougall. Temm. Man. Orn,

ed. 2. pt. 2. p. 758.

For the discovery of this elegant addition to our native

birds, we are indebted to our highly respected friend the

late Dr. P. iM^Dougall, of Glasgow, in compliment to

whom the late Mr. Montagu gave to the species the name of

Dougallii, which we would willingly have retained, had there

been no specific name by which the species might be im-

mediately identified; but as this fashionable method of

nomenclature, (however complimentary) does not tend to

the illustration of the science, particularly as specifically

applied, we have ventured to alter the specific name to that

ofRosea, which will readily distinguish it from all the British,

as well as every known species of Tern.

Dr. M^Dougall in communicating this species^ accom-

panied it with the annexed drawing, executed under his



immediate inspection from a living bird, and at the same

time transmitted us the following interesting particulars.

" The weight of the species is about four ounces
;
length

sixteen inches; breadth, from tip to tip of the wings,

twenty-four inches ; irides dark ; bill one inch and three-

quarters long, the base bright orange, the other parts

of the bill shining black ; feet and legs slender, of the same

tint as the base of the bill, which colour is quite lost in

preserving.

It differs from the Common Tern in the great length of

the central tail feathers compared with the wings ; also in

the colour of the tail, (which in this is unsullied white), and

the breast which is of a fine rose colour ; but the colour of

the breast is exceedingly fugacious*"

in a subsequent letter, Dr. M^Dougall says, " since my

last to you, 1 have had an opportunity to investigate the

manners of the new Tern I sent you, and find them to be

very similar to those of the Common Tern. The difference

in appearance is striking and characterestic : when the sun

shines powerfully, the roseate colour of the breast may be

seen at a great distance ; this circumstance, together with

the peculiar elegance of motion and the great length

of tail, at once distinguish this bird from all the others

of the same genus. The Sterna Hirundo is a very

noisy bird, and when any one approaches its abode,

thousands assemble over head, screaming Pirr, PeVr,

which is the name given them by the fishers on our coasts.



The Roseate Tern is much shjer and flies more loftilj, and

so far as I have been able to observe, has never emitted any

kind of cry, though some gentlemen with me thought they

once or twice heard a feeble whistling, which they ascribed

to the new Tern.

This species resorts to two small rocky islands in Milford

Bay, in the Firth of Clyde, called Cumber Islands
; they

appear more attached to their place of nidification than the

Common Tern, with which they associate ; we every day

saw numbers of the latter fishing at a great distance from

the rocks on which they build, but never once the Roseate

Terji till we came near or landed upon the rocks.

I have ascertained male and female, by dissection when

in full plumage, in the month of July; in the Omrium of

the females were observed shrunk capsules, shewing they

had lately parted with eggs.

With regard to the eggs I cannot speak with certainty,

but they must be very like those of the common kind, as

among thousands there was no marked difference. The

eggs are sometimes disposed, apparently without care, on

the short grass ; at other places a slight excavation is seen,

with a few dry straws. I know nothing of the young, as my
visits were limited as to time."

The Doctor further remarks, that the figure in the

Supplement to Colonel Montagu's Dictionary was taken

from a specimen, which was wounded in the neck^ andj that



in consequence, the bird was placed in an unnatural position^

to hide the defect.
,

To the above particulars we have nothing to add, as our

worthy friend fell a sacrifice in the prime of life, in the

humane attentions to his professional duties, a few weelss

after the receipt of the foregoing particulars.
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PROCELLARIA GLACIALIS.
FULMAR PETREL, ^

Generic Character.

Bill strong;, strait^ hooked at the tip.

Nostrils situated in a tube, placed on tke upper
mandible.

Toes three^ webbed.

Legs furnished with a spur in lieu of a back toe.

Procellaria glaeialis ; albicans, dorso canescente,

rostro pedibusque flavicantibus.

FuLMAR Petrel. Body whitish^ back grey white

;

bill and feet pale yellow.

Procellaria Glacialis. Lin. Syst. v, 1. p. 213.

Gmel SysL v. 2. p. 562. Ind, Orn. v. 2.

p. 823.

Fulmar. Martin's Voyage to St. Kilda, p. 55 to 58.

Le Petrel Fulmar. Buff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 9. p. 325.

Petrel de l'ile de Saint Kilda. PL Enl. p. 59.

Petrel Fulmar. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 802,
Fulmar Petrel. Br. Zool. ed. 8t;o. v. 2. p. 203,

pi. 36. Arct. Zool. v. 2. 250. Lewin
Br. Birds, v, 7. p. 258. Mont. Orn. Diet,

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 218.

This species measures seventeen inches in length, thirty-

six in breadth, and weighs from twenty to thirty ounces.
Bill strong, cuhrated and much hooked; nostrils tubular,
contained in a strong truncated sheath

; legs varying from
flesh colour to yellow ; webs pale brown.

The Fulmar is confined to the more Northern parts of
Great Britain : to the rocky isles off the North of Scot-
land it resorts in great numbers, and forms a very substan»
tial purt of the food of the natives.

'



In ' Martin's Voyage to St. Kilda,' published in 1698, is

a curious account of the manners of this bird, with the pur-

poses to which it is applied by the natives, he says, « the

FuMAB, in bigness equals the Malls of the second rate
;

its

wings very long ; a bill two inches long, crooked and pro-

minent at'the end, with wide nostrils in the middle of the

bill the upper mandible or jaw hangs over the lower on

both sides and point; his feet pale, not very broad, with

sharp toes and a back toe. He picks his food out of the

backs of live whales, they say he uses sorrel with it, for

both are found in its nest; he lays his first egg ordinarily

the first, second, or third day of May, which is larger than

than that of a Solan Goose egg, of a white colour, and very

thin, the shell so very tender that it breaks in pieces ,f the

season prove rainy. The inhabitants prefer this, whether

young or old, to all other ; the old is of a delicate taste,

being a mixture of fat and lean ; the young is all fat ex-

cepting the bones. .

When the young Fulmah is ready to take wing he

being approached ejects a quantity of pure oil out of his bill,

and will m«ke sure to hit any thing that attacks h.m in the

face, but the inhabitants take care to prevent this by sur-

prizing the fowl behind, having for this purpose a wooden

dish fixed to the end of their rods, which they hold before

his bill as he spouts out the oil. This oil is of a reddish

colour, and the inhabitants put a great value upon it, and

use it as a catholicon for diseases."

This bird has many habits and propensities in common

with the Gull tribe, it feeds on fish and oifal, and lives prin-

cipally at sea. It forms its nest of sea-weed, in the crevice

of a rock, and lays but one egg, which is very large in pro-

portion to the size of the bird.
, , ,

The inhabitants of the Orkney and Western Islands use

the oil for culinary and medicinal purposes, and the bird is

used as food. Tlie young are at first of a pale mouse colour,

. but each year they become lighter, and in old birds the

colour is little more than sullied white.
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MERGUS SERRATOR.
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER,

Generic Character. See Mergus Merganser.

Mergus serrator ; crista dependente, pectore rufes-

cente variegato^ collari albo^ rectricibus

fuscis cinereo variegatis.

Red-breasted Merganser. Crest pendent^ breast va-

riegated with pale rufous ; colar white ;

tail feathers brown, variegated with ash

colour.

Mergus serrator. Lin. Sj/st. v. I. p. 208. GmeL
l^st. V. 2. p. 546. Ind, Om. v. 2. p. 829.

Lin. Traits, v. 4. p. J 21. tab. 16. /. 1. 2.

Mergus cirrhatus fuscus. Raii Sijn. p. 135.

Le Harle huppe. Ruff. Hist. d'Ois. v. 8. p. 273.

Temm. Man. d'Orn. cd.2. p. 884.

Red-breasted Merganser. Br. ZooL 8vo. ed. v. 2.

p. 214. pi. 38. Arct. ZooL v. 2. p. 466.

Lath. Syn. v. 6. p. 423. lb. Sup. 2.

p. 337. Lewin Br. Mrds, v. 6. t. 233.

Don. Br. Birds, v. 2. t. 38. Mont. Orn.

Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 2.

p. 235.

iiiwiiWii| III 111 I

J- HIS rare species weighs about two pounds, is twenty-one

inches in length, and about thirty-two in breadth. Bill

three inches long, nearly round, slender, and finely toothed

on the edges; irides red ; tail consisting oftwenty feathers.

The female is about twenty inches in length, nearly thirty

in breadth, and weighs twenty-five ounces. The bill is more
slender, the teeth more distant and finer than in the other

sex ; irides bright red ; feet orange red.

The Red-breasted Merganser is subject to consider-

able variety of colour in different specimens, and at different



periods of age. During tlie winter this species resorts to

many of the Northern parts of Great Britain, but is rarely

met with in the South, now and then an individual is sent

up with other wild fowl to the London market ;
during the

last winter we procured three birds, two males and one

female, at Leadenhall Market; and we purchased one male

bird of a man who was retailing poultry in the streets,

and had this and two or three fine Sheldrakes to dispose

of as Wild Ducks. The flesh of the Merganser was of-

fensive in the hijrhest degree ; its colour almost black, and

what little fot there was about it, was of a bright reddish

o-old colour ; the trachea corresponded with the figures of

Dr. Latham's in the Linnean Transactions, v. ^. p. 121.

pi 16. /. 1. 2. with this exception, that the swolen part was

nearly equal in size on each side the bronchia.

The immature birds are said to resemble the female

for two years ; and the young males do not acquire their

full plumage till afier the third moult. These birds are

said to breed in Greenland ; and have been observed at

Hudson's Bay and Newfoundland in large flocks ;
the nest

is said to be made of dry grass, lined with down from the

breast of the bird; the eggs are white, ten to thirteen in

number, abotit the size of those of the common Duck.

It is supposed to breed in some of the Northern parts of

Scotland. It feeds on fish, molusca and sea weed ;
is widely

dispersed oyer the Northern parts of Europe and America,
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MERGUS SERRATOR, (Fmniina.)
FEMALE RED-BREASTED MERGANSER.

Since the foregoing description was printed we have ob-

tained a fine specimen of tliis bird, from a poulterer in

Leadenhall Market, who received it with other wild fowl,

from the fens of Ely.

Its weight was twenty -seven ounces ; breadth thirty

inches, length twenty inches.

Bill and legs bright scarlet ; irides crimson. The crown

of the head deep chesnut ; the whole of the upper parts of

the body deep ash colour ; breast cinereous with a few in-

distinct ferruginous blotches ; exterior quill feathers with

white webs on the inner side.

The flesh was dark red, inclining to purple, but was not

so offensive, in either taste or smell, as some other speci-

mens have been : the stomach contained fragments of bivalve

shells.
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MERGUS ALBELLUS.-
SMEW.

Generic GHARACTEfi. See Mergus Merganser.

M jERGus alhellue ; crista dependente;, occipite nigro^

corpore albo, dorso temporibusque nigris^

alis variegatis.

Smew. Crest pendent; hind head black; body white;

back and sides of the bead black
; wings

variegated.

Mergus Albellus. Lin. Syst. v. 1. p,209. GmeL
St/St. V. 2. p. 547. Ind. Orn, v. 2, p. 831.

Mergus major cirrhatus, Raii Syn. p. 135.

Le pi:tit Harle Huppjs la Piette. Hist. d'Ois. v. 8.

p. 275. P/.EnZ. 449.

Hable Piette. Temm. Mann. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 887.

Smew, or Whjlte Nun. jBv. Zool. Svo. ed. v. 2,

p. 216. Lath. Syn. v. 6. p. 428. Ih. Sup.

p. 271. lb. S^p. 2. p. 338, lb. in Lin.

Trans, v. 4. p. 124. pi. 16./. 3. 4. Lewin
Br. Birds, v. 6. t. 234. Mont. Orn. Diet.

lb. Sup. Bewick*s Bi\ Birds, pt. 2. p. 238.

JL HIS is the most abundant pf the Mergus family

that fesort to Gre^t Britain, frequenting extensive lakes

and rivers during the winter, usually in small flocks pf from

four to six birds ; they are very shy and extremely difficult

to approach, being ever on the alert to take wing or dive,

either of which they practice on the slightest alarm. In

severe seasons the Smew has been taken in the nets of

fishernien in the Thames ; two males were taken alive in

the winter of 1819-20, in Bow Creek; but though abun-

dantly supplied with fopd, refused all sustenance, and pe-

rished; they had attainefl the full adult plumage, but one

wag without the elegant pendant crest.

The Smew feeds on fishj molvisca, and sea weed % ip the



stomach of one of those above-mentioned was an entire

muscle-shell, and the remains of some others.

It measures seventeen inches in length, and twenty-seven

in breadth ; its weight is about twenty-two to twenty-four

ounces. Bill two inches long, slender; irides hazel; legs

deep lead colour. The female which has been considered

as a distinct species, under the appellation of the Minute

Merganser, Mergus minutits, forms the subject of the

following plate.

MERGUS ALBELLUS. {Fmnina.)
FEMALE SMEW,

Female Smew. Head and upper part of the neck fer-

ruginous mixed with ash colour; throat

and breast white ;
wing spott white.

Mergus Minutus. Lin, 8ysi. v. 1 . p^^09. Gmel Sysl

V. 2. p, 548. Ind. Orn. v. 2. p. 575.

Mergus Glacialis. Raii Syn. p. 135.

Red-headed Smew. Br. ZooL v. 2. p. 26S. ? Jrct.

ZooL V. 2. p. 540. Mont. Orn. Diet,

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt.2. p. 240.

Female Smew. Latham Syn. Sup. 2. p. 338. Mont.

Orn. Did. Sup, Br. Bool. Svo, ed. v. 2.

p. 216.
iillilBIWl

This is an elegant diminutive bird, scarcely exceeding

the Teal in size ; it measures about fourteen inches in

length, and twenty-two in breadth ; and weighs rather less

than one pound.

The young males correspond in colour, and have a gene-

ral resemblance to the adult female, they do not attain their

full plumage for several years. This species which has not

been known to breed in this country, is supposed to retire to

the more Northern parts of Europe and America during the

breeding season : we are unacquainted with the nest and

ptv(ra
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ANAS BERNICLA,
BRENT GOOSE,

Generic Character. See ^nai cygnus. (ferus.)

Anas Bernicla / corpore fusca, capite collo pecto-

reque nigris^ collaria alba.

Brent Goose. Body brown ; head^ neck^ and breast

black ; collar white.

Anas Bernicla. Lin, SjjsL v. 1. p. 198. GmeL Si/st.

V. 2. p. 513. Lath. Ind. Dm. v. 2. p. 844.

Brenta. Raii St/n. p. 137. mil. p. 275. t 69.

Le Qravant. Buff'. Hist. d'Ois, v. 9. p. 87. lb. PL
Enl 342.

OiE Cravant. Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2. p. 824.

Brent, or Brand Goose. Br. ZooL 8vo. ed. v 2.

p. 239. Arct. ZooL v. 2. p. 274. Lath.

Si/n. V. 6. p. 467. Lewin Br. Birds,

V. 7. t. 243. Mont Dm. Diet. lb. Sup.

Bewick's Br. Birds, pt. 2. p. 277. Low
Fauna Orcadensis, p. 136.

Length thirty inches, breadth nearly four feet
;
weight

about two pounds three quarters. Bill short, compressed
;

irides dark
; legs slender, black. Colour ofthe sexes alike.

In some specimens the white patch or collar is nearly obso-

lete, in others it forms a complete ring round the neck.

In some seasons this species is met with in various parts
of Great Britain, in such numbers as to baffle all attempt at

computation
; in the winter of 18IS-]4 they were sent to tlie

London markets in waggons, and boats were loaded entirely

with them
; and so great was the supply, that they were

were retailed at nine pence to one shilling each, and many



hundreds were thrown into the Thames for want of ptlr^

chasers. One poulterer alone had nearly five thousand for-

warded to him in one week.

This species is met with, in the winter, on mariy parts of

our coast, also on our rivers and lakes : like the other

species of Goos6, it feeds on small fish, insects, grain, arid

readily devours various kinds of vegetables. It is easily

domesticated, and will associate with the domestic species of

Anasj in the farm-yard, during the winter months, but on

the approach of spring (if left at liberty) generally quits this

country.

I had a male bird, which by keeping the quill feathers

cut, 1 kept for several years ; its manners were singular

;

the bird was constantly in motion, particularly when no-

ticed ; it would come to the hand for food, and was con^

tinually ducking its head in a curious manner. Its note or

call was a short kind of grunt. Having omitted to cut the

quill feathers, after its last moult, it became more shy, and

would often fly round the neighbouring fields; its motions

on wing were very graceful ; it would ascend to a very great

height, flying in circles, and uttering its call in a loud key ;

as the spring advanced these flights became repeated and of

longer duration, and ultimately it left us entirely.

A female, which we procured, shewed equal anxiety to

leave, and though its wings were cut it managed to fly a few

fields distant, where it fell an easy prey to some sportsmen

who were out with their guns.

They shewed no disposition to breed during their confine-

ment. Are said to breed with the innumerable flocks of

this family that resort to Hudson's Bay, and other of the

more Northern parts of the globe, during the summer, and

they usually visit this country in November and December.







ANAS BOSCHAS (var.) CURVIROSTRA.
HOOKED 'BILL DUCK,

Hook-Billed Duck. Mont. Orn. Diet. Bewick Br.

Birds, pt. 2. p. 803.

In size thi^ variety exceeds tlie Common Mallard, like

which it is subject to a great variety in colours ; it breeds

with the common kinds, and in a few generations the cur-

vature of the bill disappears ; it has been taken with other

wild fowl in the decoys; our figure was drawn from a

specimen sent from a decoy at Spaldiiig, to the London

Market.

Except in the Ornithones of the curious, the Hooked-

Bill Duck is but rarely seen in England, though it is said

to be common in Holland and Germany. A pair of these

birds kept in a domesticated state, by a friend of the author's,

were quite tame; yet they never associated, but for several

successive years each bred with the other sex of the Com-

mon Duck.









ANAS PULlGULA-
TUFTED DUCK.

Generic Character. See Anas Cygnus, (ferus.)

Anas Fuligula. Crista dependente, corpora supra

nigro^ abdomiiie speculoque alarum albis.

Tufted Duck. Credit pendant, body above blacky

beneath and the w»ng spot white.

Anas Fuligula. Lin, Syst. t?. 1. p. ^07. Gmel. Syst.

V. 2. p, 543. Ind, Orn. v, 2. p, 869.

Anas cristata. Raii Si/n. p. \A2.

Glaucion minus. Bri^s. Orn, v.6,pA\l. t. S7,f. L
Le Morillon et le petit iMoRiLLON. Buff. Hist,

d'Ois. V. 9. p. 227—231, L 15./ lb, PL
Enl. 100 1.

Canard Morillon. Temm. Man. d'Orn, ed. 2.

p. 873.

Tufted Duck. Br. Zool 8t?o. ed, t?. 2, p, 249.

Arct. ZooL V. 2. p BIS. Alhin Br. Birds,

V. \. 95. Lath Syn. v 6. p. 540.

lb. Sup. V. 2. p. 35o. lb. in Lin, Trans.

V. 4. p ill, Lewin Br. Birds, v. 7.

i. 257 Mont, Orn. Diet, lb. Sup.

Bewicks Br, Birds, pt. 2. p. 334.

X HIS is a short thick bird, about seventeen inches in

length, and weiohing from one pound and a half to two

pounds. BiJi broad at the point, of a deep lead colour, in

gome birds approaching to black; irides golden yellow;



tail short, coniposed of fourteen feathers ;
legs and feet

dusky.

The female has no crest, but agrees in its luarkinojs with

the male ; but where tSie male is black, the female is browrn,

and it has not the violet reflection so conspicuous in the

other sex. The joung Of both sexes resemble the female,

and the males do not acquire their full plumage for several

years. They vary considerably in size and weight.

The Tufted Duck is extremely shy, and is with dif-

ficultv approached ; it frequents inland lakes anti is some-

times taken with Teal and others of the Duck tribe in our

decoys, but from its continually diving is rarely taken

in numbers. Some we received alive from a decoy near

Maldon, Essex, were exceedingly wild, and sur\iv d but a

few days : during their confinemer.t, on the approach of any

one, they 5»ttered a hissing,- noise like the Comm n Goose,

and were continually snapping their bills : the\ have many

of the actions of the Teal, but are a far less elegant species.

The flesh is excellent, though it appears from Latham

that it is permitt d to be eaten in Catholic countries^ on inai-

gre da)s, erhnps 3n>m an erroneous idea that from its diving,

and being often met with in salt water, its flesh resembles

that of the Scoter*







. ANAS FERINA.
BED HEADED POCHARD or DUN BIRD.

Generic Character See Anas Cygnus, (ferns,)

Anasferina. Corpore cinereo-undulato^ capite brun-

neo, fascia pcctoraii crisso uropygioque

nij4ro.

Red-headed Pochard. Body ciuereoas, with waved

line.-, head reddish brown, wing spot_,

vent and rump black.

Anas ferina. Lin. syst. v. \. p. 20S. Gmel. Si/st.

V. \. p. 530 Im. Orn. v. 2. p. S62.

Anas fkra fusca. Raii Si/n, p. h3.

Penelopk Bris. Av. v. 6. p. 38^. t.3b,f.}.

Le Canard Milouin. Buff, Hist. d*Ois. v. 9, p. 216.

lb I I. tlnl. 80:1

Canard Milouin. Temm. Man, d'Om. ed. 2.

p. 868.

Pochard^ or R ed -headed Widgeon. Br Zool. Sm.

€d. V. p. 21 1. Arct. Zool. v 2. p 28^.

Alhin Br. Birds, v. 2, t, 9b Lath. 8yn,

V. 6 p 523. lb. Sup. V. p. 354.

Lin, Trans, 4. p. U6. t. It. / , 6.

Lewin s Br. Birds, v. 7. t. 253. Mont.

Orn. Diet. lb. Sup. Bewick's Br. Birds,

pt. 2. p. 320.

Weight from twenty-four to thirty ounces, length

about nineteen and breadth thirty-seven inches.



Bill broad and flattened; irides red ; tail consisting of

fourteen feathers ; feet broad. The female has the mark-

ings o^eneraliy disposed like the male, but the cbesnut colour

of the head is duller, and the other colours are more

blended.

^ein^ the only British Duck with red eyes, these will

always detect the bird, though su,bject to considerable

variety in plumage.

The Pochard or Dun Bird is frequently cauo^ht with

other wild fowl in decoys, and from thence is often sent in

considerable numbers to the London markets; it is not a little

remarkable that in some winters these birds are so rare that

scarcely any are seen during the whole winter, and at others

tliey are met with in the greatest profusion, and this cir-

cumstance does not appear to be influenced by the greater

or lesser degree oP coid, as in very mild as well in ex-

tremely severe seasons, we have known them to be sent to

the markets in great quantities, from places where, perhaps,

for several successive years scarcely a bird has been seen.

This species is several years attaining its full plumage,

and when in its highest state of adolescence is often much

deeper coloured ilv&n in our figure. It frequent^ extensive

lakes, rivers, and ponds, is very active in the water, and

from i s propensity to dive is not a favourite with the pro-

prietors of decoys, as from its restless dispoi-ifi<» it is apt

to disturb the other fowl ; it soon becomes tame in confine-

ment, but we believe has not been known to breed in this

country.
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PREFACE.

The principal object of the present Publi-

cation being detailed in its title, any further explanation

may be deemed unnecessary, unless to say that it is the in-

tention of the Author, in a subsequent part of the work,

to give a Physiological History of the Eggs, with the

progress of incubation^ from its commencement till the

developement of the young Bird, being the result of

experiments instituted for the express purpose of gaining

information on this interesting department of Animal

Economy.
V

It will be observed, that in many instances, the individual

eggs differ considerably from others of the same species, in

such cases there will generally be given more than one

figure.

As a large proportion of the Birds resorting occasionally

to this country, are not known to breed here, the Author

has been under the necessity of depending on the kindness

and accuracy of his friends in other countries, from whom
he has received valuable communications; but unwilling to

figure any species of whose identity he is in doubt, he has

not availed himself of these communications in this part of

the work, as he trusts that future experience will either

confirm the present opinion of the identity of each speciej?^

or remove the errors that have unavoidably crept into works
of this nature



1

iv

The Author presents the following List of Correspond-

ents, to whom he is under particular obligations^ and solicits

the continuance of their assistance.

George Cooper, Esq. Ilolheach^ Lincolnshire ;

J. D. Downs, Esq. Gunton Old Hall^ Norfolk ;

J. Gough, Esq. Middleshawy Westmoreland

;

J. Hardy, Esq. Norwich Hospital;

J. Hitchen, Esq. Norwich ;

W. J. Hooker, Esq. Halesworth, Suffolk ;

T. G. Ingall, Esq. Walworth, Surrey ;

Rev. George Lucas, Esq. Little Ormsby, Norfolk ;

Robert Scales, Esq- Beacham Well, Norfolk;— ThirtXe^'Esq. Pakefieldy Suffolk ;

Professor Thouin, Paris,

Mr. Wigg, Yarmouth ;

George Wiltshire, Esq. Weathersfield, Essex

;

Should the Eggs of any of the more rare migratory species

come under the observation of his friends, their loan for the

purpose of drawing, or any information tending to elucidate

the history of any species, will be gratefully received ; and

such specimens, will be carefully preserved and returned.

Walworth, January 1, 1816.
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Falco Nisu8.

-—- tinnunculuSi,

Parus majdr.

jpalustrisc

ater.

—— cceruleus.

caudatus,

Corvus corax.

, corone.

. . . frugilegus.

. monedulac

. glandarius„

=—-= pica,

Cuculus canorus,

Jynx torquiUa^

Alcedo ispida.

Sitta Europe^.

Certhia familiaris.

Sturnus vulgaris.

Turdus viscivorus.

——— musicus,

^ —- merula.

Sylvia. (Latham)

_ rubecula»

— cenanthe.

Sparrow Hawk.

Kestrel (2 varieties)

Great Titmouse.

Marsh Titmouse.

Cole Titmouse.

Blue Titmouse.

Long-tailed Titmouse.

Raven.

Carrion Crow.

Rook.

Jackdaw.

Jay.

Magpie.

Cuckow.

Wryneck.

Kingfisher.

Nuthatch.

Common Creeper.

Starling.

Missel Thrush.

Song Thrush,

Blackbird.

(Motacilla Linn)

Redbreast.

Wheatear.

Stonechat.
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ruhetra. Whinehat.

troglodytes. Common Wren.

regulus. Golden-crested Wren.

Columba Palumhus, Ring-Dove.

CEnqs. Rock-Dove.

Turtur. Turtle Dove,

Meleagris galloparvo. Turkey, (2 varieties)

Pedrix {Latham.) (Tetrao Linn.)

Perdix rufa. Red-legged Partridge,

« cinerea. Common Partridge.

——— cor t Unix. Quail.

Scdopax gallinago. Common Snipe.

. cegocephala. Common Godwit.

< calidris. Redshank.

Tringa pugnax. Ruff.

vanellus. Lapwing (2 varieties)

HcematopusOstralegus. Pied Oyster-catcher

Recurvirostra Avocetta. Scooping Avoset.

Uria {Latham.) {Colymbiis Linn)

troile. Foolish Guillemot (2 varieties)

Sterna hirundo. Common Tern

^. minuta. Lesser Tern.

'-^Jissipes Black Tern

I
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