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The LIFE of

G EOR G E 'BYNG,
Lord Vifcount TORRI NGTON.

[A. D. 1663, to 1733-]

U MEORGE BYNG, arenowned naval
B4 ¢+ % officer, was defcended from an ancient
Ra fam:ly in the county of Kent. He was
W F2¢ o born in the year 3663, and, atthe age
of fifteen, went'to (ea a voluntcei in the
royal navy, in the fervice 6fCharles I1. having had
the king’s warrant given to him, on the recommens
dation of the duke-of York.
in 1681, upon th: invitation of - g@neral Kirk;
governor of Tangier, hequittzd thefeay and fery ed
as a cadet in the grenadiers of that garrifon, till on
Vor. VI, B avas



2 GEORGE BYNG,

a vacancy, which quickly happened, the general,
who was always his warm patron, made him; an
enfign in his own company, and foon aftera lieu-
tenant. ,

In 1684, afier the demolition of Tangier, the
carl of Dartmouth, general of the fea and land forces,
appointed him liewtenant of the Orford ; from which
time he kept conftantly to the fea-fervice; but did
not throw up his commiffion as a land officer for
feveral years after.

In the year 1685, he went lieutenant of his ma-
jefty’s (James 1L.) fhip Pheenix tothe Eaft Indies ;
where engaging and boarding a Ziganian pirate, who
maintained a defperate fight, moft of thofe who en-
tered with him were {lain; himfelf dangercufly
wounded, and the prize finking, he was taken up
with fcarce any remains of life.

In the year 1688, being firft lieutenant to Sie
John Athby, in the fileet commanded by the earl
of Dartmounth, und fitted out to oppofe the defigns
of the pririce of Orange, he was in a particular
manner entrufted and employed in the intrigues
then carrying on among the moft confiderable offi-
cers of the fleet, in favour of that prince; and was
the perfon commiffioned bythem to carry their fe-
cret affurances of obedience to his highnefs; to
whom he was privately introduced at Sherbourm,
by admiral Ruffel. Athis return to the fleet, the
carl of Dartmouth fent him, with captain Aylmer
and captain Haftings, to carry a meffage of fub-
miffion to the prince at Windfor, who made him
captain of the Conftant Warwick, a fourth rate
man of war, ;

In 1690, he commanded the Hope, 2 third rate ;
and was fecond to Sir George Rooke, in the en-
gagement off Beachy-head,

; In




Lord TORRINGTON. 3

In the years 1691, and 1692, he was captain
of the Royal Qak, and ferved under admiral Ruffel,
commander in chief of the fleet. Nor were his me-
rits concealed from that great officer, for he diftin-
guifhed him in a very remarkable manner, by pro-
moting him to the rank of his firft captain.

In 1702, a war breaking out with France, he
accepted the command of the Naflau; and was at

_the taking and burning the fleet at Vigo. ‘

In the year 1703, he was made rear-admiral of
the red by queen Anne; and ferved in the Medi-
terranean fleet, commanded by Sir Cloudefly Shovel,

.who detached him with a fquadron of five men of
war to Algiers, where he renewed the peace with
that government. In his return home, he was in
great danger of being loft in the great ftorm which
overtook him in the channel.

In 1704, he ferved in the grand fleet fent into
the Mediterrancan, under the command of Sir
Cloudefly Shovel, in fearch of the French fleet;
and it was he who commanded the fquadron that
attacked and cannonaded Gibraltar; and, by land-
ing the feamen, whofe valour was on this occafion
remarkably diftinguithed, the place capitulated the
third day. He was in the battle off Malaga, which
followed foon after 3 and, for his behaviour in that
action, her majefty conferred on him the order of

“knighthood. ¥

Towards the latter end of this year, the French
having two ftrong fquadrons in the Soundings, be-
fides great numbers of privateers, which greatly
annoyed our trade, Sir George Byng failed the lat-
ter end of January 1705, from Plymouth, witha
fquadron of twelve men of war, aud a large fleet of

.merchantmen; and, after feeing the latter fafely
~out of the channel, he divided his fquadron to fuch
advantage, that he took twelve of their largeft pri-

B2 vateers,



, GEORGE BYNG,
yateers, in about two months, together witlh the
T hetis, a French man of war of forty guns, and
feven merchant fhips, moft of them richly laden
from the Weft-Indies. This remarkable fuccefs
gave fuch a blow to the French privatcers, that
they rarely ventured into'the channel during the
remainder of the year, i : b

The fame year, he was made viee-admiral of
the blue; and, upon the eleétion of a new parlia-
ment, ‘was returned one of the burgeffes for Ply~
mouth ; which place he conftantly after reprefent-
€d in parliament, till he was created a peer, :

In the beginning of the year 1707, Sir'George
was ordered with a fgnadron vo ‘Alicant, with ne-
ceflaries for the army in Spain; and accordingly
failed on the 20th of March: but, on his arrival
off Cape St. Vincent, « he 'heard the melancholy
news of the defeat of our army 4t the battle of Al-
manzz, underthe command of the earl of Galway,
who fent to the:admiral te acquaint him ‘with the
diftrefs he was in; and defired, that whatever he
had brought for the ufe of the-army mizht be car-
ried to Tortofa in Catalonia ; ‘to whith place his
lordthip intended to retreat; and that, if poflible,
he would fave the fick and ‘wounded nen at Denia,
Gandia,. and Valencia; where ‘it was intended to
embark every thing that could be gat together.

This the admiral performed; and having fent
the ‘fick and wounded to Tortofa, and being foonr
after joined by Sir Cloudefly Shovel, from Lifbon,
they proceeded together to the coaft of Italy, with
a fieet of forty-three men of war, and fifty tranfports,
to fecond prince Fugene and the duke of §avey, ‘in
the fiege of Toulon; in which §Sir George ferved
in the fecond poft underSir Cloudefly, and narrow-
ly efcaped fhipwreck in his return home, when that
great officer wus loft; for theRoyal Anne, in which

’ Six

—



Lord TORRINGTON. g

Sir George: carried, his flag, was within a fhip’s
length of the rocks on which Sir Cloudefly ftruck;
yet was providentially: faved by his awn:.apd. his
officers prefence of annd, who, in 2 minute’s time
fet the fhip’s topfails, even when ane of the racks
was under Rer main chains. ;

In the year 1708, he was made admiral of the
blue, and commanded the fquadron fitted oyt to
oppofe the invafion intended to be made in Scotland:
by the pretender, and a French army frem -Dun-
kirk. This {quadron confifted of twenty-four men
of war, with which Sir George, and lord Durfley,
failed from the Downs for the French coa}, on.the
27th.of February; and, having archored in Grave~
lin-pits, Sir George went on board. a finuall, frigate,
and. failed withip two miles of the Flemith road,
and, theve learned. the number ‘and firength of the
enemy’s fhips..

On, the admiral’s anchoring kefore Gravelin, the

French laid afide their embarkation ;. but, upon
exprefs orders from their court, were obliged to
sefyme it; and, on the 6th of March, actually
failed out.of the.port of Dunkirk; but, being taken
thort, by contrary winds, came to anchor on the
Bth, and then continued their voyage. :
+ Sir Geeorge had been ebliged, at the time. the
¥rench fleet failed, to come to an anchor under
Dungenefs; and, i his return to Dunkirk, was
informed that the French fleet was failed, but whi-
ther could: not be known ; but he was perfuaded
their deftination: was for Scotland: whereupon it
was. refolved, in a: council of war, ta purfue the-
£nemy tutheroad of Edinburgh ; and, accordingly,
having firfk detached: rear admiral Barker, with a
fmall fquadron to convoy the troops to Oftend, the
admiral profecuted his expedition with the reft of
the fleet.. ]

B3 On



6 "GEORGE BYNG,

On the 13th of March, the French were difco-
vered in the Firth of Edinburgh ; where they made
fignals, but to no purpofe, and then fteered a north
eaft courfe, asif they had intended to have gone to
St. Andrews. Sir George purfued them, and took
the Salifbury, 2n Englifh prize, then in their fer-
vice, with feveral perfons of quality on board ;
many land and fea officers in the French fervice of
very great diftinéion ; five companies of the regi-
ment of Bern, and all the fhip’s company, con-
fifting of three hundred men.

After this, Sir George finding it impoflible to
come up with the enemy, putinto the port of Leith,
where he continued till advice was received of the
French being returned to Dunkirk,

Before the admiral left Leith Road, the lord-
provoft and magiltrates of Edinburgh, to fhew their
grateful fenfe of the important fervice he had done
them, by thus drawing off the French before they
had time to Jand their forces; and thereby preferving
not only the city of Edinburgh, but even the whole
kingdom, from the fatal effeéts of a rebellion and
invafion, refclved to prefent him with the freedom
of their city, by {ending, in their name, Sir Patrick
Johnfon, their late reprefentative in parliament,
with an inftrument called a burgefs-ticket, inclofed
in a gold box, having the arms of the ‘city on the
fide, and thefe words engraven on the cover :

< The lord-provoft, bailiffs, and town-council
of Edinburgh did prefent thefe letters to burgeoife
Sir George Byng, admiral of the blue, in gratitude
to him for delivering this ifland from a foreign in-
vafion, and defeating the defigns of the French
flect at the mouth of the Firth of Edinburgh, the
13th of March, 1708.” *

One would have imagined, that this remarkable
{uccefs mult have fatished every body; and that,
after deleating fo extraordinary a fcheme as this

was
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was then allowed to be, and reftoring public credit,
as it were, inan inftant, there fhould be an uni-
verfal tribute of applaufe paid to theadmiral by all
ranks and degrees of people: but fo far was this from
being the cafe, that Sir George Byag had fcarce
fet his foetin Londen, when it was whilpered, that’
the parliament would enquire into his condutt;
which notion had its rife from a very foolifh per-
fuafion, that, having once had fight of the enemy’s
ficet, he might, if he pleafed, bave taken every fhip
ofthem, as well as the Salifbury.

The truth was, that the French, having amufed
the Jacobites in Scotland with a propofal of befieg-
ing Edinburgh-caftle, Sir George Byng was par-
ticularly inftruéted, . by all means, to prevent that
undertaking, by hindering the French from landing
in the neighbourhood. This he effeCually did,
and, by doing it, an{wered the purpofe of his expe-
dition.

But the fame malicious people, who firft propa-
gated this ftory, invented alfe another; namely,
that Sir Geprge was alfo hindered from taking the
French fleet by his fhips being foul; which adtually
produced an enquiry in the houfe of commons ; and
an addrefs to the queen, to dire&t, that an account
might be laid before them of the number of thips
that went on the expedition with Sir George Byng 5
and when the fhips were cleaned : which at laft,
however, ended in this refolution :

¢ ‘That the thanks of the houfe be given to the
prince, forhis great care in fo expeditioufly fetting’
forth {o great a number of thips ; whereby the fcet
under Sir George Byng was enabled fo happily to
prevent the intended invafion.”

This was a very wife and well concerted meas
fure, fince it fully fatisfied the world of the falfity
of thefe reports, and at the fame time gave great

B4 T fatis-



8 GEORGE BYNG,

fatisfadtion to the queen and her royal confort, the
prince of Denmark, who both- conceived that his
royal highnefs’s charaQer was affeted, as lord-high-
admiral. :
. About the middle of the fummer, a refolution
was taken to make a defcent on, or, at lealt to,
alarm the coaft of France, by way of retaliation
for the affront fo lately offered us; andSirGeorge
Byng, as-admiraly aud lord Durfley, as vice-admi-
ral of the blue; were appointed to carry the fcheme:
into execution. . _

Accordirigly, Sir George failed from Spithead
an the 27th of July, with the fleet and tranfports,;
having the treops on board, intended for a defcent,,
commanded by licutenant- general Earle; and the,
next day came to an anchor oft Deal.  The 2gth.
they ftood over to the coaft of Picardy, as well to:
alarm as to amufe the enemy, and at the fame time:
to be ready for further orders. The 1ft of Auguft, the
fcet (ai]fgagain, anid anchored the next day in the
bay of Boulogne, where they made a feint of land-:
ing their troops. On the 3d they ftood in, pretty near.’
the fhore, to obferve the condition of the enemy 3
and on the 4th they weighed again, but came to an;
anchor about noon in the bay of Eftaples. Here a:
detachment of troops were landed ; but the projeét;
on fliore, which this defcent was to have fecondeds;
being laid afide, an exprefs arrived from England ;
- on which the troops were re-embarked. :
. In this manner they continued feveral dayson
the coaft of France, creating the enemy inexpref-

le trouble ; and indeed the true defign of it was;
anly to difturb the naval armaments on their coafts,.
and oblige the French court to march: large bodies
of men to protect their maritime towns ; which ne-
ceffarily occafioned a diminution of their army in
¥landers,

$os : The
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" The fame yeai,” Sir George had the honour. of
conduéting the queen of Portugal to Lifbon; where
a commiflion was fent him, appeinting him admi-
ral of the white ; and her Portuguefe majefty pre~
fented him-with. her picture fet with diamonds to a
wery great value.

In the year 1709, he was commander in chief
of the ficet ftationed in the Mediterranean ; during
which ke attempted the relief of the city and caftls
of Alicant; and at. the fame time meditated a de=
fign upenCadiz; nor was it his fault that both did:
mot fucceed 5 for he did every thing that could be

- expelled from im, in erder to rende‘ thele impor-
tantdefigns fuccefsful:

After his return from thia expedmon, in: 1710y
he was appointed one of the commiffioners for exe-
cuting the office of lord' hizh admiral; in whick
poft he continued till fome time before the quéen’s
death ; when, nat falling din.with.the meafures of
thefe times, be was removed ; buty on.the aeceffion
of George L. he was reftored to. that employment 5,
and, in the year 1715, on the breaking outief the
rebellion, appointet to command.a fquadrou inthe
Dowas ; -with which he kept fuch a wstchful eye
:on the French coaft, and feized fuch a great quan-
tity of arms and.ammunition fhi pped thcre for the,
pretenders fervice, that his majelty,. to reward his.
Jcrv:ces, created him a baronet; pre(ented him with,
a ring of great value, and.gave him other marks of
‘his royal favour. ;

In the year 1717, he was fent with.a fquadron,
into the Baltic, on difcovering that Charles XII,
‘had formed 2 defign of making a defcent upon Eng-
Jand.

; We are now to enter upon the moft remarkable
{cene of aétion our admiral was ever concerned in,
and which he condudted with equal honour and

bus Bs xeputaiion



1 GEORGE BYNG,
reputation to himfelf and the Britith flag. This
was the famous expedition of the Britith flect to
Sicily inthe year 1718, for the protection of the
neatrality of Italy, and the defence of the emperor’s
pofleiions, againit the invafion of theS paniards,who
had the year before furprized Sardinia, and had this
year landed an 2rmy in Sicily.

He failed from Spithead 2bout the middleof June
3718, with twenty fhips of the line of battle, two
fire-fhips, two bomb-veflels, &n hofpital-thip, and
a frore-fhip. This fquadron arrived, on the zit of
Auguft, in the bay of Naples, into which the fleet
ftanding with a gentle gale, drawn up in a line of.
battle, moft of thcm capital thips, and three of
them carrying flags, afforded fuch a fpectacle as
had never been feen in thofe parts before., The
whole city was in a tumult of joy and exuitation;
the thore was crowded with multitudesof fpectatorss
and fuch an infinite number of boats came oft, fome
with provifions-and refrefhments, othersout of cu-’
viofity and admiration, that the bay was covered
with them, \ 3

YThe wviceroy, count Daun, being il with the
gout, and having fent his compliments to the ad-
miral, he went on fhore, attended by the flag-
officers and' captains in theirboats; and was faluted
at his danding by all the cannon round the city and
«<aftles; and was condudted to the court through
an infinite throng of people, with the greateft ac-
<lamations of joy, and all- the honours and <cere-
aonies ufually paid to a viceroy of that kingdom,

- “Here the adniral entered into a conference with
count Daun; from whom he lcarned, that the
Spanith army, confifting of 30000 men, com-.
wanded by the marquis de Lede, had landed on
the 24 of July in Sicily, and had foon made them-
delves mafters of the city and caftles of Palermo,
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#nd of great part of the ifland 3 that they had taken
the town of Meflina, and were carrying on the
fiege of the citadel, &ec.

After the conference, the admiral was fplendidly
entertained at dinner, and then lodged at the palace
of the duke de Matalona, which had been magni-
ficently fitted up for his reception,

The next morning they had another conference,
on the meafures to be taken in that conjuncture of
affairs; when it was agreed, that the viceroy thould
{end 2000 German foot, in tertans, to Meffina, to
relieve the citadel and fort St. Salvador, under the
protection of the Englith fleet; which accordingly
failed an the 6th of Auguft from Naples, and ar-
rived on the gth in fight of the Fare of Meflina.

Here the admiral, defirous of trying every me-
thod of negociatian, before be proceeded to the ex~
tremity of his-orders, difpatched his firft captain to
Meflina, with a letter to the marquis de Lede,
‘wherein, after acquainting him upon what account
he was fent there, he propofed a ceffation of arms
for two months, that their refpsétive courts might
have time to conclude fuch refolutions as might
reftore & Jafting peace ; but added, that, if he was
not fo happy as to fucceed ia this offer .of his fer-
vice, he fhould then be obliged to ufe all his force,
to prevent farther attempts to difturb the dowminions
his matter ftoad engaged to defend,

The general returned for anfwer, that he had no
powers to trcat ; and, confequently, could notagree
to a fufpenfion of arms, but muft follow his orders,
which direCted him to feize upon Sicily for his
mafter the king of Spain, i

According to the beft accounts the admiral could
obtain, he was led te conceive, that the Spanifly

~fleet was failed from Malta, in-ordcr to 2void himsy
and therefore, upon receiving éhe marquis’s anfwer,
ol he
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he immediatcly weighed, with an intention to come,
with his fquadron before Meffina, in order to ens
courage and fupport the "garrifon. in the citadel :
but, as he {tood -ahout the point of the Faro of
Meffina, he faw two Spanifh foouts in. the Faro;
2nd being informed at the fame time, bya felucea,
awhich came from the Calabrian fhore, that they
faw from the hills, the Spanith flcet lying by ; the
admiral altered his defign, and fending away the
German troops to Reggio, under the convoy of
two men of war, he ftood through the Faro with
his fquadren with all the fail be could, after their
fcouts, imagining they would lead him to the flect;
which accordingly they did ; for, before noon, he
had a fair view of the whole, lying-by, and drawan
into a line of baitle ; the admiral foon after came
up with them, and a general engagement enfucd,
an which the Spanifh flect was totally demolifhed -
fix of them endcavoured to efcape, by ftanding in
for the fhore; but Sir George {ent a detachment
after them, wader. the command of the gallant cap-
2ain George 'Walton, who took four of them, and
, "burned moft of the fire-thips, bomb-veflels, and
fhips laden with provifions and ammunition, which
had retreated from the main fleet, under conyoy of
this fquadron. ; :

Sir George, as foon as the whole fleet was joined,
difpatched aits eldeft fon to England ; who arrivin
at Hampton-court in fifteen days, brought thither
the agreeable confirmation of what public fame had
before reported ; namely, the cntire defeat of the
Spanith fleet; upon which the king had written a
Jetter to'the admiral, with his :own hand ;. and he
sow fent him :a valuable prefent, together with
plenipotentiary powers to negociate with the princes
<ad flates of the empire, asoccafion fhould require,
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In the mean time, the admiral profecuted, his
affairs with great diligence; procured the emperor’s
troops free accefs into. the fortrefles that were ftill
held out in Sicily; brought their Sicilian gallies
from Malta; and feon afier received a letter fromy
the emperor Charles VI, written with his own
hand, accompanied with a pi¢ture of his imperial
majcity, fet round with.large diamonds, as a mark
of .the fervices which had been rendered, by his ex-~ -
ccllency to the koufe-of Auftria, =
. "Early i the {pring of 1719, the admiral res
turned to Naples, where be adjufted every thing
with the viceroy and. the German general for the
geduétion of Sicily 5 in which he acted with fuch
zeal and fuccels, that the Imperial army was
tranfpouted, into the ifland, and: fo weli’ fupplied

“with all neceflaries, from the: fleet, that it may be
truly faid, the fuccefs of, that expedition was as
much owing to the Englifa admiral as to the Ger-
man general.

1t was entirely owing- to the admiral’s advice,
and to his affiftance and fupplies of cannon, pow-
der, and ball, from his own fhips, that the Ger=
aans retook the city of Meflina, in the fummer of
the year 17195 after which the z2dmiral landed a
body of Englihh grenadiers, who foon made them-
delves mafters of the tower of Faro; by which,
having opened a, free pailage for their thips, he
came to an_anchor in Paradife-road. This was
a ftep of great confequence ; for the ofiicers. of the
Spanith, men of war, which were in the mole,
perceiving this, defpairing of getting out to. fea,
unbent their fails, unrigged their fhips, and refolved
2o wait their fate with that of the citadel. This
gave the admiral great fatisfaltion, who now found
himfelf at liberty to employ his fhips in other fers

vice;
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wice, which had for a long time been employed
in blocking up that port. ! FHNY

But, while things were in this profperous fitua-
tion, a difpute arofe among the allies about the
difpofition of the Spanith {hips, when, after the
«citadel was taken, -they -fhould fall of courfe inte
their bands. This difpute was happily ended by
the admiral’s propofing to erect a battery, and de-
ftroy.them, as they lay in the bafon ; which was

*done accordingly, and thereby the ruin of Spain
completed. - :

The admiral, in order to{ucceed tn the redution
of Sicily, and, at the fame time, to procure artil-
lery far carrying on the fiege -of the citadel of Mel-
fina, went over to Naples in Auguft ; and finding
that the “government was unable to furnifh the
military ftores that were wanting, he generoufly
granted the cannon out of the Britith prizes; and
procured, upon his .own credit,-and at his own
rifque, powder and other ammunition from Geroas,
and foom aft.r went thither “himfelf, in order te
haften the embarkation of the trobps’intended for
Sicily.

. —v()ﬂr admirel was received with great honour and
welpect at Genoa. ' At hisarrival, the town faluted
his flag with twenty-one guns, and his perfon with
ten guns and twenty chanrbers; and the republie
dent oft fix deputies,” three of the old, and three
«f the new nobility; to cempliment him-upon his
arrival, : :

Aftera ftey of about three wecks, he failed with
all the tran{ports to Sicily, and arrived before Mef-
fina on the 8th of O&ober ; which {o elevated the
pirits of thearmy, then befieging the citadel, that,
wipon the firft fight of the fleet, they made a vigor-
ous attack upan a half-moon, and carried it. - The
admiral, repairing athore to the general’s quarters,

was
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was embraced by him, and all the general officers,
with the moft tender marks of affection and con-
‘gratulation, the whole army being overjoyed to fee
a man who brought them relief and {uccefs, and
every. advantage attending them.

In ten days after the admiral’s arrival at Meflina,
the citadel {furrendered to the Germans : after which,
Sir George reimbarked a great part of the army,
and landed them upon another part of the ifland
by which means they diftrefied the enemy to fuch
2 degree, that the marquis de Lede, commander of
the Spanith forces, propofed toevacuate the ifland ;
which the-Germans were very defirous of agreeing
to, and fent to Vienna for inftrudtions: but the
admiral protefted apainft it, and declared, that the
Spanifh troops fhould never be permitted to quit
Sicily and return home, till a general peace was
concluded ; and fent his eldeft fon to Vienna with
inftru@ions, if the Imperial court liftened to the
propofal of theSpanifh general, to declare, that his
father could never fuffer any part of the Spanifh ar-
my to depart out of the ifland, till the king of Spain
kad acceded to the quadruple alliance, or till he
received pofttive inftruétions fromEngland for that
purpofe. In this, Sir George certainly acted as
became a Britith admiral ; who, after having done
{o many fervices for the Imperialifts, might furely
infift on their doing what was juft in refpet to us,
and holding the Spanith troops in the uneafy fitua-
tion they now were, till they gave ample fatisfadtion
to the court of London, as well as to that of Vienna.

- After this, the Spanifh general laid a {nare to
feparate the admiral from theGermans, by propof-
ing an-agreement with him for a {eparate ceflation
«of hottilities, but without effect. But foon after,.
when the Germans, with the afliftance of the admi-.
ral, had begun the fiege of Palermo, before which

the

A
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she Spaniards lay incamped ; and juft as the twe
armies were upon the point of engaging, a courier
arrived in that lucky inftant from Spain, with fuld
powers for the Epanifh general to treat and ‘agree
about the evacuation.of Sicily and Sardinia, in con=
fequence of the king of Spain’s acceding to the qua-
druple alliance: wpon which, the two armies were
drawn off; a fufpenfion of arms agreed on; the
Germans put’into poifeflion of Palermo; and the
Spaniards embarked for Barcelona. § -
The admiral, after he had fettled: all affairs in
Sicily, failed in Auguft, 1720, toCagliari, in8ar-
dinia; where he aflitted at' the conferences of the
#ninifters and generals of the feveral powers con-
«erned ; wherein was regulated the manner of fur-
rendering the ifland by the Spanifth viceroy to the
«<mperor, and the ceflion of the fame to the duke of
Savoy; and, at the inftance of this prince, the ad-
mifal did not depart, till he had feen the whole fully
executed 3- the Spanith troops-landed inSpain ; and:
the duke of Savoy put into quiet pefeffion of his
stew kingdom of Sardinia, in exchange for Sicily,.
dccording to the quadruple alliance: in all which
affairs the admiral arbitrated fo equally between:-
them, that even the'king of Spain expredled.his en-
gtire fatisfaCtion at his condu@®, to the Britith court::
and his behaviour was fo acceptable to the duke of’
Savey, that his fincere acknowledgments to him
were accompanied with- his pi@ure fet in diamonds..
Thusended the war of Sicily, wherein the Bri-:
tith flect bore fo illuftrious a part, that the fate off
the ifland was wholly governed by its operations ;
both agreeing, that the one could: not have. con-:
«uered, nor the other have been fubdued, without
it. Never was any fervice conduéted, in all its partss
with greater zeal, adivity, and judgment; naw
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was ever the Britifh flag in fo high reputatior and
refpect in thofe diftant parts of Lurope.

His majefty, king (George I. who, had named
the admiral for that expedition, ufed to fay to his
minifters, when they applied for inftructions to be
fent him for his dire&ion on certain importantioc-
cafions, that he would. fend him none, for he knew!
how to aét without any ; and, indeed, all themca~
fures that he took abroad were foexalt andjuft; as:
to {quare with the councils and plan of policy at:
home. .

- After the performing, fo many fignal fesvices, the
adiriral departed from: Italy to attend his majefty tos
Hanover; and the king, among many other gra-
cious expreflions of favour and fatisfaction,’ told-him
that he had found out the fecret of obliging: his
enemies as’ well as his friends; and,. that the court
of Spain had mentioned, with great acknawledg-
ments, his fair and friendly behaviour in the pro-
vifion of tranfports, and other neceffaries, fer the
embarkation of their troops, and in protc&ing themy
from madny vexatious oppreffions that had been at-
tempted. No wonder that a man endowed with
fuch talents, and fuch a difpofition, left behind -
him inItaly, and other foreign parts, the charac-
ter of a great foldier, an able ftatefinan, and an
honeft man. : !

During his majefty’s ftay at Hanover, he began
to reward the eminent fervices of Sir George Byng,
by making him treafurer of the navy, and rear-ad-
miral of Great Britain ; and, on his return toEng-
land, one of his moft honourable privy-council.

In the year 1721, he was created a peer of Great-
Britain, by the title of vifcount Torrington, and
baron Byng, of Southill, in Devonfhire: and, in
17235, he was made one of the knights of the Bath;
upon the revival of that order.

At
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At his late majefty’s acceflion to the throne, he
was made firft commiffioner of the admiralty; in
which high ftation he continued to his death, which
happened at his houfe in the Admiralty, in June
1733. He was buried atSouthill, inBedfordfhire.

uring the time he prefided in the Admiralty,
he laboured in improving the naval power of this
kingdom ; in procuring encouragement for feamen,.
who in him loft 2 true friend ; in promoting the
fcheme foreftablithing a corporation for the relief
of widows and children of commiflion and warrant
officers in the royad navy; and in every other fervice
to his country that he was capable of. ,

He married, in 1692, Margaret, daughter of
James Mafter, of Eaft-Landen, in Kent, Efq;
by whom he had eleven fons and four daughters
but only three of the former, and one of the latter:
farvived him, :

** Authorities, Biog. Britann, Campbell’s
Lives of the Admirals. Smollet’s Hift, of England,

o
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The LirE of

JOHN CAMPBEL,
Duke of ARGYLL and GREENWICH.
[ A.D. 1678, to 1743. ]

OHN CAMPBEL, an able, honeit politician,
JJ a fteady patriot, and a celebrated general, was
born in the year 1678. ; ‘

In early youth he difcovered a folid, penetrating:
judgment, and ready wit; but having at the fame
time taken a refolution to enter into the military
fervice, he did not fo afliduoufly devote himfelf to
his ftudies as he might otherwiie havedone, though,
before he was fifteen, he had made a great progrefs
in claflical learning, and fome branches of philo-
fophy : but, when he came to riper years, he re-
trieved this deficiency, by reading the beft authors," -
which, joined to the knowledge of mankind he
had acquired by being early engaged in affairs of
the greateft importance, enabled him to. give that
luftre to his natural genius, which diftinguifhed
him as an orator and a man of learning, upon
many remarkable occafions, in parliament.

In 1694, whea not full feventeen years of age,
king William gave him the command of a'regiment.

His father, the firft duke of Argyll, dying in
1703, his grace was foon after fworn of his majefty’s
privy-council ; appoiated captain of the Scotch
horfe-guards, and onec of the extraordinary lords
of fefion of Scotland. 11644 :
z a
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In 1704, he was inftalled one of the knights of
the Thiftle; and, in 1705, he was made a peer of
England, by the title of baron of Chatham, and
ear] of Greenwich, 3
At the battle of Ramillies, in 1706, he alted as
brigadier-gencral 3 and, though but a young man,
gave, ﬁgna% proofs of his valour and conduét. He
alfo commanded at the fiege of Oftend, as briga-
dier-general ; and ‘in the fame flation ac that of
Menin; and was in the -ation of Oudenard, in
1708. At the fiege of Ghent, in the fame year,
he commanded as major-general, and took poffe{-
{ion of the town. ’
- In 1709, atthe ficge of Tournay, which was
carried on by three attacks, he commanded ore: of.
them, in quality of ‘licutenant-general, -to which
rank he bad been raifed 2 few months before. At
the bloody batde of Malplaquet, the fame year,,
the duke of Argyll was. ordered to diflodge thé
enemy from'the wood of Sart, which he executed
with great bravery 2nd refolution, pierced: through
it and gained a confiderable poft; but narrewly
efcaped,. having feveral. mufquet-balls through his
clathes, hat, and perriwig. ;'

“In 1711, he was appointed ambaffador-extraor~

dinary to king Charles I11. of Spain, and generalif~
fimo of the Britifh forces in that kingdom.
. On the §th of September 1712, the ceflation of
gryns»b_e,tween Great Britain and- France 'was na-
tified to. the Imperial; generak; upon which, the
duke” of Argyll failed with the Englith troops to
Portmahen; where, when he arrived, he caufed
:thg emperor’s colours to. be taken down; andithe
Britifh to be hoifted on the.feveral caftles of that
dland ; the governor, refuling to. take an oath of
fidelity to queen Anne, hadleave toretire; but the
seft of the magiftrates complied.

8l Afﬁc: 7
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After his grace’s return to England, he did not
remain long in the favour of the miniftry, for he
‘heartily joined in oppofing all fecret intrigues againft
the proteftant fucceflion ; and in 1783, his grace
made 2 'motion in the houfe of lords, for diffolving
the union, oecafioned by amalt-bill being brought
into the houfe for Scotland; which motion was
carried in the negative, by four voices only ; and,
in the fpring of the year 1714, he was deprived of
all the employments he held under the crown.

Upon the acceflion of George I. his ‘grace ‘was
‘one of the nineteen members of the regency nomi-
nated by his majefty; and on the king’s arrival in
England, he was immediately taken into favour at
court; and made general and commanderin chief
of the king’s forces in Scotland, ‘

In confequence of this commiffion, his grace
commanded the army when the rebellion broke out
in Scotland, in 1715; and having received his in-
ftructions for fuppreffing it, he went to Edinburgh,
where he publithed a proclamation for increafing
the forces; from whence he marched to Leith,
and fummoned the citadel, into which brigadier
McIntofh, one of the pretender’s generals, had re-
tired, to furrender; ‘but, upon M<Intofh fending
for anfwer, that he was determined to hold out,
and neither to give nor take quarter, if they en-
gaged, the duke, who could ‘net, carry the place
for want of artillery, thought proper to retire, and
return to Edinburgh.

T'he particulars of 'this rebellion are fo well
known, and fo fully related in Oldmixon’s annals
of George I. that it‘feems only neceflary, in this
place, to mention that his grace, .during the whole
courfe of it, exerted himfelf in the moit: proper
manher, againft the enenies of his majefty king
George, ‘and the ‘proteftint fucceflion’; and, aftér

. having
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having put the army into winter-quarters, he re=

turned to London, and arrived there in the month

‘of March 1716, and was moft gracioufly received

by his majeity ; but, in a few months, to the fur-"
prize of all mankind, he was turned out of all his

places. But the prince of Wales, afterwards

George II. was pleafed to exprefs an efteem for

h:m, which continued many years, both while he

was under the difpleafure of his majefty, and after

the reconciliation. ;

It is in the duke’s condu&t in parliament that
we muft fearch for the reafons of his political dif-
grace. 'We muft therefore review it with atten-
tion, and it muft likewife be obferved, to his grace’s
honour, that he joined with thofe humane perfons
who recommended it to the miniftry in vain, to
be more merciful to the delinquents, after the re-
.bellion was fupprefled.

In June 1715, when the famous {chifm-bill was
brought into the houfe of lords, he oppofed it with
great zeal and ftrength of argument. In the de-
_bate on the mutiny-bill, he oppofed any extenfion
of the military power, and urged the neceflity of a
reduction of the ftanding army, a ftep which was
by no means agreeable to the court. :

. In the beginning of the year 1719, his grace was

again admitted into his majefty’s favour, who was
pleafed to appoint him lord-fteward of his houfe-
hold, and to create him duke of Greenwich.

. In 1722, the duke of Argyll diftinguifhed him-
fcIf in the houfe of lords in the very interefting de-
bate on the bill for banifhing the famous Dr. Atter-
bury, bifhop of Rochefter; and it was chiefly owing
to his grace’s perfuafive eloquence that the bill

pafled. ; X
In 1726, his grace was appointed colonel of the
prince of Wales’s regiment of horfe. But notwith-
ftanding
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ftanding thefe promotions, the duke with patriotic
zeal for his native country warmly oppofed the ex-
tenfion of the malt tax this year to Scotland.

From this time, we have no memoirs of any tran-
fattions in the life of this great man deferving pub-
lic notice, till the year 1737, when 2 bill was
brought into parliament for punifhing the lord pro-
voft of Edinburgh, for abolifhing the city guard,
and for depriving the corporation of feveral ancient
privileges on account of the infurretion in 1736,
when the mob broke into the prifon, tock out cap-
tain Porteus and hanged him: the duke of Argyll
oppofed this bill with great warmth, in the houfe
of lords, as an a& of unjufk feverity; his grace's op-
pofition to this bill highly difpleafed the miniftry,
but they did not think proper to fhew any public
marks of refentment at that time.

In 1739, when the convention with Spain was
brought before the houfe, for their approbation, he
{poke with warmth againtt it, and in the fame fef-
fion his grace oppofed a vote of credit, as there was
no fum limited in the meffage fent by his majefty.

On ‘the 15th of April, 1740, the houfe took
into confideration the ftate of the army, upon which
occafion he made an eloquent fpeech ; wherein be
fet forth, with great ﬁrenﬁlth of argument, the
mifconduét of the miniftry, thewing a tender regard
for the perfon of his fovereign, while he exerted an
‘unfeigned zeal for the good of the community. Sir
Robert Walpole bcinf exafperated at this ftep, his
grace was foon after difmiffed from all his employ-
ments.

Upon the eleftion of a new parliament, in 1741,
on the application of the city of Edinburgh, and
feveral corporations, who addrefled him in form
at that time, he pointed out to them men of fteady,
honeft, and loyal principles, and independent fors

tunes ;
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tunes ; and, ‘where he bad any intereft, he endes-
voured to prevail with theeleCtors to choofe fuch
men. . Heoeey ol

When the parliament -was opened, the minifter
found he had not influznce ‘to maintain his ground ;
and a parlimnentary enquiry into his conduct being
fet onfoot; he was difcharged his poft, and created,
a pecr, with the title of earl of Orford. y

His royal highnels Frederick prince of Wales,
and the duke of Argyll, hada principal fthare in
the difgracesof Sir Robert. ‘ )

The duke, in confequence of this change, became
the darling of the people, und ‘he feemed likewife to
be perfectly reftored to favour at court, for he was
made mafter-general of the ordnance, colonel of his
:majelty’s royal regiment of horfe-guards ; .and field
marfhal, and commander in chief of all the forces
inSouth Britain. Butin a few months, his grace
sperceiving ‘that a changeof ‘men produced little or
nu change of meafures, herrefigned all his pofts, and
from this itime retired from public bufinefs, ever
after courting privacy; and living in retirement,

The duke 'h:d been,.'for fome years, labouring
under a paralytic diforder, which puta period to his
dife in the'year 1743. ;

His grace matried, when young, ‘Mary, daugh-
ter of John Brown, Efq; and niece of Sir Charles
Duncomb, lord mayor of London ; but fhe dying
in 1708, without iflue, he married Jane, daughter
of Thomas Warburton, of Winnington, in Che-
fhire, Efq; by her he had four daughters ; the ‘eldeft
of whom married the earl of Dalkeith, fon and heir
apparent to the duke of Buceleugh ; and the fecond
ithe earl of Strafford ; both in h's lifestime.

Hijs grace was a tender father, and an indulgent
mafter ; he was delicate in the choice of his friends,
but when chofen, -very conftant to-them ; he was

' 2 flow
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flow of promifing favours ; but when promifed, the
performance was fure; though he often chofe ra-
ther to purchafe preferment for his relations than
to beg it. :

He was naturally compaffionate to all mankind ;
and, when he met the man of merit in want, his
bounty was very extenfive ; nor would he keep the
man he was either unable or unwilling to ferve in
fufpenfe. ]

~ He preferved a dignity in his behaviour, which
- was often miftook for pride; but he was naturally
facetious, amongft his felect friends.

A fuperb monument was erected in Weftminfter-
abbey to his memory, Sir William Fermor, while
his grace was living, having left 500l to defray
the expence of it, out of regard to the great merit
of his grace, both as a general and a patriot.

* ¥ Authorities. Biog. Britannica. Annals of
Geo. I. and II.

Yor. VI, < ! The
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The L1FE of
sin ROBERT WALPOLE,
' Eal of ORF ORD. |
[A.D. 1674, to 1745.]

THI S great ftatefman, whofe tranfaétions, while
he was at the head of the treafury, and govern~
ed the councils of Great Britain, make a confpi-
cuous figure in the annals of George the firft and
fecond, was born in the year 1674, and was de-
fcended from a family which had flourithed in the
county of Norfolk, and had been reputed amongft
thofe of chief ncte, ever fince the reign of Edward L.
He was educated on the foundation at Eton
fchool 5 from thence eleéted to King’s College in
Cambridge; and admitted, on the 12th of April, in
the place of Horfmonden Cannon, 1681; but, by
the death of his brother, becoming intitled to the
eftate, which was inconfiftent with the tenure of his
fellowthip, he refigned it.

He was firft elefted to ferve in parliament, for
King’sLiynn, inNorfolk in the year 1700; and he
reprefented that borough in feveral fucceeding par-
liaments.

In 1705, Mr. Walpole was appointed by her
mzjefty, queen Anne, tobe one of the council to
his royal highnefs prince George of Denmark, lord-
high-admiral of England, in theaffairs of the admi-
xalty,

In
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¢ In1707, he was made fecretary at war; and in
“1709, treafurer of the navy.

UponDr. Sacheverel’s impeachment he was cho-
fen oneof the managers of the houfe of commons
to make good the articles againft him ; and the ma-
nagers had the thanks of the houfe of eommons for
therr fervices.

On the change of the miniftry, which happened
in Auguft 1710, he was removed from all his pofts,
-and was not reftored to any public employment
under the crown, during the remainder of the
queen’s reign.

His oppofition to the tory adminiftration, and
his attachment to the great duke of Marlborough
brought upon him a further difgrace in the feffion
of parliament in 1711, for he was charged by the
-commiffioners appointed by the houfe of commons
‘to examine the public accounts, with having re-
ceived the fum of five hundred guineas, and a note
for 500 more, whilehe was fecretary at war, as dou-
ceurs for granting two advantageous contrals to
fupply forage for the cavalry quartered inScotland.
‘This the tory partyreprefented asan heinousoffence,
and having fecured a majority, they voted Mir, Wal-
pole ‘guilty of 2 high breach of truft and notorious
corruption, for which he was expelled the houfe,
and committed to the tower,

But his known abilities, and his remarkable zeal
for the fucceffion of the houfe of Hanover, which
he had fo warmly and fuccefsfully afferted, brought
him into the fervice of his country again, foon after
king George the firft’s acceffion to the throne; and
accordingly he was made paymalfter to the guards
and garrifons at home, and to the forces abroad, in
September 1714, five days after the king’s landing,.
And a new privy council being appointed to meet
on the 1ft of October 1715, he was fworn in, and

Ca2 took
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took his place accordingly. 'On. the 1oth of ‘the
fame month, he was conftituted firft lord commif-
{ioner of the treafury, and chancellor of the exche-
quer; and the fame year chofen chairman to the
committee of fecrecy,,appointed by the houfe of
commons, to enquire into the conduét of thofe evil
minifters, who brought a reproach on the nation,
by the unfuitable conclufion: of a war, which had
been carried on- in the late reign at fo vaft an ex-
pence; and had been attended-with fuch unparal-
leled fuccefles. .

Mr. Walpole took an a&tive partin this bufinefs,
and in the feflion of parliament of this year he was
made chairman. of the committee of fecrecy, upon
whofe report, the houfe ordered Mr, Prior and Mr.
Thomas Harley into cuftody, for the part they had
taken in negotiating ;the peace, - He likewife im-
peached the famous lord Bolingbroke, who, fore-
feeing the {torm, had fled to France.

In the month of April 1717, his majefty fenta
meflage to the houfe of commons, demanding an
extraordinary fupply, the better -to enable him to
fecure his kingdoms againft the defigns of Sweden.’
The meflage was delivered, -and the {upply moved
.for, by Mir. Stanhope, fecretary of ftate, and it ocea-
fioned a very warm debate, in which the friends of
the cabinet were divided, and fome of the minifter’s
immediate dependants voted againft- the ‘motion.
Mr. Waipole himfelf remained filent, but finding
it was carried by fo fmall a majority-as four votes,
and lord Townihend being difmiffed from the poft
of lord lievtenant of Ireland for voting againft:this
fup:iv in the upper houfe; Mr. Walpole the very
next diy waiéd on the king, and refigned all his
anploynzats,  His example was followed by the
cou ol Devoniiire, Mr. Pulteney, and all the prin-
cipal vhigs in. ofice. -But on the very day of his

refignation
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refignation he brought into the houfe of commons
the famous finking-fund bill. '

On the 4th of June 1720, a coalition of parties
took place, Mr, Walpole’s friends, the duke of
Devonthire, lord Townfend, Mr. Pulteney and
Mr. Methuen were reftored to the royal favour, and
he . was once morc made paymafter general of all
his majefty’s forces ; and, on the fourth of May;
firft lord commiffioner of the treafury, and chan-
cellor of the exchequer. ;

His majefty declaring to his parliament; on the
twenty-fixth of May 1723, that fome extraordi-
nary affairs required his prefence abroad for- the
fummer, was pleafed to nominate Mir. Walpole one
of the lords juftices for the adminiftration of the
government ; and he was, by, his majeity’s. com=--
mand, fworn fole fecretary of ftate; during the ab=
{ence of the lord vifcount- T'ownfhend, and the
lord Carteret, who accompanied the king to Ha-
nover. - : 3 ¥
In the month of May-17235, the king revived the
ancient and honarable military order of the knights
of . the bath, in honeur. to his.fecond fon, prince:
William, the renowned duke of Cumberland, who~
was wnade the firft knight, the duke of Montague
was appointed grand mafter, and amongthe knights-
were Mr, Robert Walpole_and his eldeft fon, lord
Walpole. This gentleman had been created a peer
by letters patent 1n 1723, and the reafons affigned
for conferring this dignity arc ftated in the preamble
to the patent, which contains the higheft enco-
miums on the public character of Sir Robert; and
the promifing genius of his fon. The whole nums-
ber of knights was 38, including the fovereign, by
whom they were invefted with great folemnity on
the 27th. ~And on the 7th:of June, the fame year;
his majefty declared him one «of the lords juftices,

' ' C3 for
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for the adminiftration of affairs, during his conti-
nuance at Hanover, .

On the 26th of May 1726, Sir Robert was elet-
ed knight companion of the moft noble erder of the
garter {with his grace the duke of Richmond) and
inftalled at Windfor on the 16th of June following.

Such fignalhonours thus rapidly beftowed onhim-
felf and family, excited the envy cof the ambitious;
and the meafures of his adminiftration being both
movel and bold, the prefs teemed with inveltives
againft him: he was{tyled the father of corruption,
and a ftrong party was formed to.difplace him ; but
having fecured an intereft in the heir to the throne,
all the defigns of his adverfaries proved abortive, by
the fudden death of George I. in 1727 ; and they had
the mortification to fee him enjoy a fill greater ple-
nitude of power foon after the acceffion of Georgell.
Lo examine the meafures of hislong adminiftration,
as prime or rather fole minifter of Great Britain,
with impartiality, confidered in a political light,
would require a much larger fhare of political abi-
lities than falls tothe lot of the editor ; and after
all, it would be impoffible to give fatisfadtion ; his
public charaller appearing odious in the fight of
-one party, while it isas lavithly applauded by the
other. On this account, and becaufe fuch an in-
veftigation would likewife requirethe introduétion
-of a feries of national events fufficient.of themfelves
o form avolume, we refer the curious reader to the
hiftories of thofe times, heis moft inclined to efteem.

Sir Robert Walpole continued +to -be prime mi-
nifter till the year 1742, when the eletion for
members for Weftminfter ibeing ‘carried againft the
«court, by two voices, and that for Chippenham,
by one 3 he thought it high time to provide for his
-own fafety, by retiring from a houfe in whicheven:
Lo {fmall a majority had it in their power at any.
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time to impeach him; accordingly, having been
very roughly handled in the debate, he came out
of the houfe, and in the lobby declared he would
never enter it again. j

But what fixed his refolution to throw up all
his empleyments was, a ftep taken by the prince
of Wales, his prefent majefty’s father, who, be-
ing at that time at variance with the king, made
the removal of this ‘minifter a' preliminary article
«of reconciliation, to which his majefty acceded ;
and Sir Robert, to avoid the difgrace of being
difinifled, refigned.. The reconciliation took place
immediately between the king and the. prince;
but his majefty, unwilling to let Sir Robert’s ene-
mies enjoy. too great a triumph, called him up
to the houfe of peers, by creating him baron of
Houghton, (the feat of the family) vifcount Wal-
pole, and earl of Orford. However, the royal
protection- could not fcreen hipn from a parlia-
mentary enquiry into his conduct. In March
¥742,. lord Limerick moved. the houfe of com-
mons, that a committee might be appointed to en-
quire into the conduét of affairs at home and abroad,
for the laft twenty years (the fpace of time the late,
minifter had been at the helm) but this motion be-
ing thought too general, both as to time and mat-
ter, after a long debate, was rejected by a majority
of only two voices. Not difcouraged by this dif-
appointment, the (ame nobleman, afew days after,
made another motion : <¢ That a committee be ap-
jpointed to enquire into the conduct of Robert ear]
of Orford, during the laft .tan years of his being
firft Jord commiffioner of the treafury, and chan-
«cellor of the exchequer.” This motion was car-
ried by a majority of feven; and a committee of
fecrecy, confifting of 21 members, was elected by

hallot,
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On the 13th of April, lord Limerick reported
from the committee, that they had been' greatly
obftructed in their proceedings; by the obftinacy of
Nicholas Paxton, Efq; late folicitor to the: trea-:
fury, of Gwynn Vaughan, Efq; and of Mr. Scroop,
fecretary to the treafury, who refufed to anfwer
interrogatorics put to .them by the committee.
Upon which, the houfe committed Paxton to New--
gate ; and as this gentleman andhis aflociates had
pleaded in their defence, that the laws of England
did not compel any man to reveal matters tending:
to accufe themfelves ; in order to obviate this dif-
ficulty, a bill of indemnity was paffed for fuch:
perfons as fthould upon. examination; make ‘difco-’
veries concerning-the difpofition of public money,’
or offices, or any payment or agreement in refpect
thereof;’ or concerning other matters relating to:
the condu&t of Robert earl-'of Orford. * This bill,:
after along debate, was rejected in the houfe of
lords ; and no man oppofed it more ftrenuoufly
than lord Carteret, the profefled enemy of lord
Orford. - :

This able-ftatefman juftly. confidered it as open-
ing a door to the inferior fervants of the crown, to'
accufe the fuperior officers of : ftate upon “every:
change of the miniftry with impunity ; to which:
they might be tempted, by the hopes' of fecuring'
their places under a new adminiftration.

Thhe friends of the bill in the lower houfe, com-
plained of an obftruction of public juftice; and they
examined the journals:of the houfe of ‘peers for
precedents of fuch ‘a refufal to concur with the:
commons, in an affair of national juftice. In a
word,-a great mifunderftanding was created be-
tween the two  houfes, which would have 'been:
carried to violent lengths, if the king had not pro-
rogued the parliament, and thus faved his old fer=
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vant 3 for the cry of vengeance without doors ex-
tended to his life, and it was openly declared, that °
nothmg lefs than his head could be accepth as an.
atonement for his crimes.

In the next feflion of parliament, on‘the firft of
December 1743, the motion was revived for ap- -
pointing a.committee for the fame purpofes as that °
of the preceding .year, but it was rejected by- a.
majority of 67 votes.

Thus ended an enquiry, which had thrown the
nation into a general ferment, and had only brought:
to light an offence, umverfally fufpected or known
to have been pradtifed by moft prime minifters,.
and likely to be continued as long as fo much un-
conftitutional power. is vefted in any one man, I
mean, a mifapplication of more or lefs of the pub-
lic money, to the purpofes of fupporting that power,,
by bribes to needy, venal,.dependants.’ ~

When this ftorm was over, the earl of Orford
retired from public life, his majefty having granted.
him a penfion of g4cool. per annum; but he did.
not long enjoy- his.happy retreat 5 for his unwearied!
attention to the extenfive duties of his high ftation,,
for fuch a long courfe of .years, had Jmpaxrcd hss.
coudtitution, which yielded. to the infirmities of an:
advanced. age,. and clofed the life . of this famous.
ftatefman in the ygar 1745.

Diverdity. of, fentiments will always render his:

public charafter a doubtful one ;. but all his con--
temporanes agree in beftowing_ the higheft enco—
miums on his private condudt..

He is reprefented to have. been a tender parent,,
a kind malter, a beneficent patron, a firm friend,,
and a moft agrecable companion.

Mvr. Walpole,. his relation, has given the earl of
Orford 2 place in his catalogue of Noble Authors ;.
but it is preper to obferve,, that his lordfhip’s lite~
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rary dbilities feem to have ‘been wconfined to the
dphere -of life in which he moved: for all he s
Xknown to have written or publithed are political
aralls, -on temporary and docal fubjeés ; -of which
= lift is given ir the faid «catalogue, vol.ii. and in
ithe fupplement, or vol.xii. of the New-General
Biographical Di&ionary. - To which -autherities,
and the -beft hiftorians of the time when dord
{Orford flourithed, the editor -is indebted for -thefe
ANemoirs. ’

The Larz of
JOHN DALRYMPLE,
Fall alf « $. AL T iy e

{A.D. 1673, to 1747.]

T HIS -celebrated general and accomplifhed

2 ftatefman whas the eldeft.fon of John Dalrym-
ple, 'Efq; «wreated, forhis fervices to king William
-at:the revolution, firft vifcount, and afterwards earl,
wf Stair: ‘his:mother was the'lady Elizabeth Dun-
«dafs, daughter to:Sir John Dundafs, of Newlifton:
‘he'wasborn inthe-year 1673; and, ‘even -while an
infant, difcovered .an ardour for military glory. (He
wery eafly muftered up -2 regiment of young ‘boys of
‘his .own “age, -Genominating them after this own
mame; :and .it was furprifing to abferve, :in how
fhort a time ‘they -were enabled 4o go through the
Heverdl evolutions of the military exercife, while
their alacrity, “when under the-eye of their young
Cem-~
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wommander, gave a fure prelude of that fuperior
.greatnefs of foul which afterwards.appeared in him,
.and procured him both the confidence .of his fove-
weign, and the admiration of his country. Like
.another Cyrus, he difcouraged every thing that was
daitardly and unbecoming in the young gentlemen
«of his own age; and, with the utmoft addrefs, en-
.couraged what was maaly, ‘becoming, and virtuous
in them. ’

:Scarce was ‘he arrived at ‘the age of ten years,
when he made the moft furprifing progrefs in the
Greek and Latin tongues; and, being well ac~
xquainted with thefe, theirench became eafy to him,
He was trained up by a governor for fome years, and
ithen put to :the college of Edinburgh under a guar-
«dian, where he had run through the whole courfe
-of his ftudies in that-feminary, at thefourteenth year
«of his age ; and was defigned by his father for the
faw 5 but, his paffion for the military life.-was un-
«conquerable. '

He'left the college of Edinburgh-in the year 1688,
and went over toHolland ; where he paffed through |
the firft military gradations under .the eye of that™
diftinguithed and ayguft commander, king Wil-
diam 1I1. then prince of Orange, who fhewed him
great refpect in prefence of his general officers, and
qreated him with the tenderpefs of an affe@ionate
ifather, A

It washere that our young hero'learned fortifica~
#ion and-gunnery, inwhich he afterwards improved
munder the eye of the famousengineer Cochorn; here
HJikewife ‘he laid the-foundation of that frec and difin-
sterefted :fpirit which hebreathed in every air, and
spradtifed in-every.clime, -for the fervice-of his.coun~
‘try;; .snd about this -time “he learned ‘the :French,
Bpanifh, German, Itdlian, and Dutch languages;
‘all of whi¢h he fpoke-with great purity,
$ £6 Ht
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At the time of the glorious revolution, he came
over to Scotland, and in fo particular a manner

laid down the hardihips of the proteftants, as to-

draw compaflion from all who heard him ; and, by,
a juft reprefentation of the defigns-of the houfe of

Bourbon, which at that time he could fhrewdly -

guefls at, he confirmed . thofe who were a]read_‘y en-
gaged for the prince of Orange in the good opinion
they had formed of his cauic, and prevailed upon
others to embark in the fcheme. In a word, he
performed the moft fubftantial fervices ; for, being
with his father and grandfather at the convention
of the ftates, he feconded their arguments with the
moft nervous eloquence; and the deputies were
charmed to fee fuch a noble tendernefs and unaffect-
ed (ympathy in a young man, whofe gefture and
mein - commanded admiration from all who heard
him. : ]

He was among the firft to declare for king Wil-
liam ; and went up, with his father, to London,
to pay his homage to the deliverer of the nation,
by whom he was moft gracioufly received, and taken
into his majefty’s fervice : he attended the king to
Ireland, continued with him, asoneof his life-guards.
during’ all his military excurfions in that kingdom ;
and acted the moft heroic part at that time that
poflibly could have been expected from the moft
enterprifing officer. He alfo accompanied his ma-
jefty on his return to England, atiended him whi
there, and-accompanied him to Holland in the be-
ginning of the year 1691, - -

KingWilliam was received at.the Hague with the
loudeft acclamations, not only by the ftates general,
but by the populace ; and no. perfon in his retinue
was more carefled than young Dalrymple, whofe
early zealini the proteftant caufe was not forgotten.
Ambafladors from moft of the German courts ar-

g ; rived
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rived at the Hague foon after, to congratulate the
king on his fuccefs, and to enter into new engage-
ments with him for fupporting the liberties of Eu-
rope ; towhich they were animated by the lively
reprefentation miade by his majefty, of the critical
jun&ture of affairs; and came toa refolution of
raifing two hundred and twenty two thoufand men
againit France ; whencof twenty thoufand were to-
be raifed from the national Britifh forces. 4

Upen this occafion it was that his majefty confer~
red a colonel’s commiflion upon Mr, Dalrymple
with which he ferved under his great commander
at the battle of Steenkirk, fought on the 3d.of Au-
gult 1692 ; when the Englifh bravery fthone with
the brighteft luftre; for, though they could not
force a camp fortified with hedges, and lined by
cannon advantageoufly pofled upon eminences, yet
they cut off the flower of theFrench troops, béfides
five hundsed officers, who were left dead on the:
field of battle. ,

No britifh officer fignalized himfelf more inthis
engagementthancolonel Dalrymple; hefeyeraltimes
‘rallied his regiment, when the ranks were broken
by the devouring cannon, and brought them back
to the charge; performed miracles of bravery with
them, and was inftrumental in faving manyitroops -
from being cut in pieces; as he ftopped the purfujt
till they de time torally and renew theattack.

From’this time to -the year 1702 we have no
memoirs of colonel Dalrymple; but in the campaign
of that year, we find him taking a vigorous part in
the expulfion of the French from the Spanith Gel-
derland, under the command of the great duke of
Marlborough.. . . weeingad b
.. The duke now honeured colonel Dalrymple with
his_particular notice, having qbferved his alacrisy
sand refolution in the purfuit of the enemy, and that

‘to
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o all theardour of a krave young foldier, he added
ithe wifdom and condué of an eld, experienced
officer; and though the duke, by a national pre-
judice, was mot very fond of encouraging Scot{men,
‘et his fingular merit overcame that obftacle, and
this -grace held him ever after in the higheft efteem.
“The firft effeét of the duke’s friendfhip was, his
promoting our hero to be colonel of the royal north
Britith dragoons:; and this regiment being ordered,
©on tthe..gth of March 1703, to fupport abattery
ierefted to-deftroy the walls of Peer, a {mall town
iin ithe bifhopric -of Liege, held by the French,
sthe .new.colonel ftood at the head of his regiment
tfor {everal hours, ‘while the troops were falling on
each'fide .of him, without the leaft -alteration of
scountenance or-defire to retreat, notwithiftandinga
Hurious«cannonade:from that quarter of the town.
Never was man more generous to the officers,.or
wmorepopular-ameng the foldiers, than he ; for he
t{o animated them by his example, by his motion,
:and 'voice, that, -after having made a -fufficient
“ibreach in the wills, he marched up, fword in hand;
was the'firft-to fcale the ladder, with a drawn {fword
itn-ene-hand, and a piftol in the other ; he warded
+off the blow -of ‘a Trench grenadier, which' was
aimed at ‘him, fhot him ‘dead -on the {pot, amd
wmounted the wall, almeft-alone. ' The.troops foon
ifollowed {o glorious an-examgple, and crowded abont
itheir:leader, :then expofed to-the fire, not only .of
ithesbatteries, ‘but of ‘the fmall arms of the enemy,
whe, ‘being driven from their -pofts dn confufion,
«ommunicated the confternation ‘to-their comrades,
“who. quickly deferted the town. '
T'he news of the taking Peer was-carried quickly
through the army, which refounded the praifes.of

weolonel Daleymple,
Fdhe
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" “The undaunted courage thewn by his regiment
aupon this occafien threw a damp upon the French
army; and, though fecured by moraffes and en-
trenchments, and fuperior in numbers, they re-
fufed to ‘wait the coming up of the allies, but
filently decamped in the night; while the duke of
Burgundy, athamed of'that inaétivity, which ended
o ingloriaufly for him, .repaired to Verfailles, leav-
ing the :command to marthal Boufflers, who was
wonly dexterous in ¢ommanding a flying camp, bom-
‘barding a city, -ar feizing a poft by furprize.

It would ‘be an endlefs detail to follow this brave
officer from town to .town, and from a&ion to ac-
Xior, during the time that he ferved under the duke
«of Marlborough ; efpecially as an ample account
‘of the duke’s campaigns has already been given in
ithe life of that general. We thall therefore only
wobferve, thatcolonél Stair fignalized himielf in the
Fame manner at thefiege of Venloo, .as hehad done
at Peer; he was the ﬁgrﬁ to.climb up the rampart,
‘and force his way into thefort; and no fooner was
the'on the wall, .than heflew into the thickeft ranks
of the enemy, and by his intrepidity facilitated the
Jurrender of the place.

At the dffault on the citadél of Venloo, when the
Hort of Chartreufe-was ‘taken by ithe allies, colonél
‘Dalrymple gave freth proofs.of bis intrepidity.; and
“he'had the happinefs to Tave the ‘life .of the prince
«of Hefle*Caflel, afterwards king -of Sweden, whe,
“in ‘wrefting the colours from a French officer, was
supon the point of beinF cut :down by the fabre of
:a grenadier, ‘which'Dalrymple 6bferving, .inftand
Fhot the grenadier-dead upon the fpot, ‘with a piftal,

The fuccefs «of ithe Britifh “arms ‘in Flanders,
wbliged TLouis XIV. to Tue for peace, -dfter :the
«ampaign of 1708 ; -and the duke of Marlborough
:returned thomre .in “March 1709, “when ‘he togk ag-
3 ] 3 «afion
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cafion to introduce colonel Dalrymple to her ma-
jefty, as an officer who had performed the moft
fignal fervices in the campaigiis in the Low Coun-
tries; and {oon after fucceeding to the title of earl
of Stair, by the death of his father, the queen, as
a reward for his military condu&, and as a fisft
effay of his political abilitics, was pleafed to appoint
him her ambaffador extraordinary to Auguftus II,
king of Poland, one of the allies. - The negoti~
ations for peace being broke off, the earl, of Stair
Teft the court of Warfaw for a fhort time,. and
joined the duke of Marlborough 4t the fiege of
Douay, in Flanders, where he concerted with him
the meafures proper to be taken by the king of.
Poland againft the Swedes. s ’
During the time that he {taid in the Britifh army,
a fpecial commiffion arrived from England,.toin-
velt him with the enfigns of the ancient and ho-
nourable order of- the Thiftle; and the ceremony
was accordingly performed by the duke of Marlbo-
rough, affifted by the earls of Orrery and Orkney ;.
- and foon after his lordfhip returned to Warfaw, to
_profecute the bufinefs. of his embafly, which was to.
induce the king of Poland to enter into. an offenfive
alliance with the kings of Denmark and Pruflia,,
againft Charles XII. king of Sweden, the powerful
ally of France.. By et s iRy SRR
~ The fuccefs. of ;this negotiation was owing in
a great meafure to the amiable qualities of the earl.
of Stair, by which he gained the entire confidence
and efteem of the, king of Poland,. who: entered:
heartily into all the meafures of the allies.. ..
His lordthip remained; four, years .at_the Polifh.
court, -in which time b& formed an_intimate ac~-
[quaintance .with moft of the.foreign ambafladors,.
2nd framed to himfelf a clear idea of. the interefts.
of the feveral courts in the north, He is thought,,

5. hx
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by fome, to have been the firft who, by means of
the duke of Marlborough, projefted the renuncia-~
tion of Bremen and Verden, on the part of the
king of Denmark, in favour of king Géorge I. and
as this was an additional jewel to his majeity’s Ger~
man dominions, fo it was afterwards the very means
by which Sweden was. faved ;. as one. million - of
crowns were granted by king George I. to that
kingdom, and a: powerful fleet fent up the Baltic
to ftop the incurfions of the Ruffians, and -to
bring about a peace, which was afterwards atu-
ally concluded.

He was called home in the year 1713, when he
was flripped of all his employments ; -and, having
lived very fplendidly at Warfaw, he contraéted fome
debts, which, at that time, lay heavy upon him.
His plate and equipage were ready to be arrefted
and perhaps would have been expofed to fale, if
one Mr. Lawfon, who was. a lieutenant in the Ca-
meronian regiment, had not generoufly lent him.
the Tum-of 1800 l.'and it is hard to fay, whether
Mr. Lawfon’s -friendfhip or the earl of Stair’s gra-
titude, ever after, was moft to be admired.- it

He now returned from court to his own eftate ;
thus following the fate of his patron, the duke -of
Marlborough, who had becn fetved in the fame
manner about two years:before. - b e

But he did not remain long in retirement ; fory
upon the acceflion of George L. he was diftinguithed
by that difcerning monarch as one of the fteady
friends' to his illuftrious houfe, and as fuch he was
received into favour, and upon the 28th of Oétober:
1714, was appointed one of thelords of the bed-.
chamber ; the next day he was fwern one of the
privy-council ; and, in November, -was made com<
mander in chief of all his majefty’s forcesin Scot~
land. : : S
i The
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The fcene now changed in favour of the duke
of Marlborough, whofe friends were for the moft:
part chofen to reprefent the counties and boroughs:
in the parliament that was fummoned to meet on
the 17th of March 1715: and, in Scotland, the
eppofers of the former miniftry prevailed ; and the
ear] of Stair, though abfent, was elected one of the
fixteen peers to fit in the firft feptennial parliament.

Ambafladors were now fent to the feveral courts
of Europe to notify the king’s acceflion; and, asthe
French court was both the moft fplendid, and her
intrigues the moft dangerous, it was requifite to fix.
upon an ambaflador poffeffed of an enterprifing
genius, great fortitude, a polite addrefs, and deep
penetration. The perfon thought of by the duke
of Marlborough, and by the king himfelf, was
lord Stair; who, on his being introduced to his.
royal mafter, was complimented on his prudent
management in Poland, and intrufted with difcre-
tionary powers. !

He fet out for Paris in January 1715, and, in a
few days after, entered that capital in fo fplendid.
a manner, that the other ambafladors admired his:
magnificence ; but it was confidered by the proud
old monarch as an infult offered-to him in his own
capital, that a petty prince, whom, only a few.
:months before, he had entertained hopes .of depriv-
ing of even his eleGoral title and dominions in
Germany, fhould, upon his afcending a throne fo
unexpectedly, authorife his amba{lador to make 2
aore fplendid appearance than the minifter of any
potentate had ever done before at Paris.

He was not many days there before an opportu-
mity offered of exercifing his political talents to ad--
wantage, of confirming his roya) mafter in the good
opinion he had formed of him, and of increafing
the fears of the French king, who had heard of

big
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his charalter, and was chagrined at his conduét in
a very fhort time after he had refided at his court.

By the ninth article of the treaty of Utrecht it
was exprefsly ftipulated, that the harbour of Dun-
kirk fhould be filled up; and that the dykes which
form the canal and moles fhould be deftroyed.

‘There had been a pretended execution of this
article, but nothing like fulfilling of the treaty ;
and the king had ordered a haven and canal to be
meade at Mardyke, which were much more capacious
than thofe of Dunkirk itfelf. Mzr. Prior, the former
ambaffador, had complained of it, and infifted that
the treaty fhould be fulfilled. An anfwer, full of
the mott evafive arguments, had been given, which
was far from being -fatisfadtory, and, as the matter
f4ill continued open, his excellency, the earl of
Stair, laid a clear reprefentition of the cafe before
the Frénch miniftry ; in which he demonftrated,
that the works, according to the treaty, ought to:
be deftroyed by engineers, -and not left to the:
waflings of time, or encroachments of the fea,
which every thing was fubje& to. e fet forth,
that it was inconfiftent, in the nature of things, to-
think that the haven was demolifthed, v/hile an-
other was built in its neighbourhood which mighe
prove more detrimental to the commerce of the .
Britifh fubje&ts than Dunkirk itfelf. He pointed.
out a way to carry off the back.waters, without
overflowing the country, as they pretended, and
that with little trouble or expence ; and then de-
manded fuch an anfwer as might be fatisfattory to
his royal mafter and his fubjels, and prevent the
bad effects which might be the refult of a contrary
conduét. ; »

To this it was given in reply, that all imagin-
2ble forwardnefs had been fhewn, on the part of
the moft chriftian king, exatly to fulfil the ninth

b33k : article
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article of the treaty of Utrecht, till hindered by the
Englith commiffaries themfclves ; that the canal,
Wthh he was obliged to open, for preventing the
fubmerfion of a valt extent of country, and faving
the lives of its inhabitants, ought to give no um-
brage to Great Britain, fince his mclmatlon was,
not to keep fleets there for difturbing the navigation
and commerce of his neighbours ; and, that he de-
fired nothing more than that France and Great
Britain fhould unite in the ftriGeft bands of cor-
refpondence and friendfhip. : .
Thus did the French court elude the force of
the treaty, and openly pretend to live in harmony:
with the king of Great Britain, while they were
altually meditating  an.invafion m favour of the
pretender to his crown.: i
But the earl of Stair was not to be decelved and
fufpeéting the fecret defigns of . the king,'a fafk
friend to the-houfe ofStuart he, with uncommon;
addrefs -and vigilance, got to the bottom of the’
fecret 'machinations of the ‘French court; and’
tranfmitted home fuch early and exa& intelligence
concerning the intended “invafion, that the pre~
tender’s enterprize failed, and a great number of .
his ibettors in England were taken into cuftody; by
which: mieans, the rebellion aétually begun in his
fayour-in Scotland, under the condu& of the earl
of Mar, was checked in tlme, and its final fuppref-
fion facilitated. ’
Various flories are told, conc¢erning the methods
made ufe of by the earl of Stair to procure fuch im-
portant fecret intelligence, moft of them cdleulated:
to amufe the reader; by agreeable fidtions, at the
expence of hiftorical truth. 5
The ‘redl falk, as it ftarids aithenticated onire-
cord is,- that the earl of Stair was mafter of the snoft
mﬁruatmg addrefs, and that he knew how to apply.

a bribe™ °
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a bribe properly; by the influence of both he gained
over an Englifh roman catholic prieft named Strick~
land, who was oneof the pretender’s chaplains, and
his chief confidant. By means of this {py, lord
Stair knew every project formed in the pretender’s
council, and from the fame quarter, he obtained a
lift of the French officers who had engaged to ac-
company him to Scotland, with an exact account
of the quantity of arms, ammunition, and provifions
to be furnithed by the French miniftry. J
The crafty Louis X1V, little fufpected the depth
of lord Stair’s political intrigues, and therefore was
thunderftruck when he was informed that his Bri-
tannic majefty, in his fpeech to his parliament, on
the 20th of July 1715, had pofitively mentioned,
that France was carrying on a plan to invade his
dominions in favour of the pretender to his crown.
He was at a lofs how to behave; but, being inforni-
ed of the many exprefles difpatched by the carl of
Stair, he fent for him, and told him pretty roundly
that he was well apprifed of the contents of the
frequent difpatches he fent to his court; and, at
the {ame time, he difguifed the matter fo far as to
fay, 4
y“ This can be from no- other motive, but to
inform your king of my bad {tate of health, which
is far from being what you may wifh; forif you
come to my palace to-morrow, you fhall fee me
eat a fowl as heartily as ever 1 did in my life-time.””
Next day his lordfhip came to court, and' faw
the old king at dinner for the laft time he ever ap-
peared in public. The fickly monarch was verylan-
guid, and bore in his vifage the evident marks of
an approaching diffolution ; and,. for fome time,
feemed to loath all the delicacies of the table, til],
cafting his eyes upon the earl of Stair, he affetted
to appear in a much better flate of health than he
really

»
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really was; and therefore, 2y if he had been awak=

ened from fome deep reverie, he immediately put

himfelf into an erect pofture, called up a laboured

vivacity into his countenance, -and eat much more
heartily than was by any means advifeable; repeat-’
ing two or three times to the duke of Bourbon, then

in waiting, ¢¢ Methinks I eat very well for a man

that is to die foa foon.”

But this inroad upon that regularity of living,
which he had for fome time obferved, agreed fo il
with him, that he never recovered this meal, but
died in lefs than a fortnight after.

This event happened on the fir{t of September,
-when he left fuch advice to his great grandfon,
Louis XV. the late king, that, had it been fol-
lowed, would have promoted his own happinefs, as
well as that of the nations around him; which was,
not to imitate him in three things : viz, The pal-
fion he had entertained for the enlargement and
aggrandizing of his dominions ; his attachment to
pleafure; and his exceflive and ufelefs expences, to
the defolation of his fubjeéts.

The death of Louis XIV. whom the French
biftorians compare to Auguftus Cefar, would have
proved fatal to the pretender’s {cheme, if it had not
been fecretly encouraged at home ; but an enquiry
being commenced againft the former miniftry, upon
whom treafons and mifdemeanors were charged,
their friends thought proper to divert the trial, by
carving out work from another quarter, Among
thofe who fided with the late miniftry was John est]
of Mar, a nobleman bred up in all the principles
of the revolution, to which he had hitherto firmly
-adhered. He was fecretary of ftate at the time of
the union, was one of the commiflioners for con-
cluding of it, and had continued in parliament, as
a reprefentative, till this very time; nay, fo ftrenu-

oufly
2
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oufly did he promote, and afterwards fupport ity
that, when fpeaking of any thing which he infifted
eould not be altered, his ufual phrafe was, ¢¢ You
may as well diflolve the union.” "This man was,
‘however, 'very cunning and politic; and fo much
did he delight in aéting the part of a ftatefman,
that it was his ruling paffion.. He had been inti-
.mate with the earl of Oxford (who was then in
prifon} and was fuppofed to. have been privy to all
his fecrets, which, if once found out, muft prove
fatal to himfelf; therefore, to deliver his friend
from his captivity, he devifed the plan of raifing a
rebellion ; and it was fufpeted that the.ear] of
Oxford liberally furnifhed him with money for
ftirring up the confufion. Thefe two great poli-
. ticians eafily forefaw that the infurrection could
not produce any revolution favourable to the pre-
tender ; all they wanted by it was, to fcreen them-
felves from a parliamentary enquiry.

The ear] of Mar was at no lofs to find out en-
gines, whom he could very eafily move by the
fprings of his political views ; and, left he thould
be fufpected, becaule, in this, he was a&ing con-
trary to all his former principles, nay, and to his
folemn proteftations of loyalty to king George, he
brought over fome young unexperienced noblemen,
fuch as the earls Marifhal and Strathmore, the
marquis of Tullibardin and Huntley ; and meeting
them privately at Braemar, he talked of the {cheme,
and, by his infinuations, foon made an impreflion
upon their minds, which were ready to receive the
firft that was offered.

Having got thefe noblemen to keep him in.coun-
.tenance, he was aflured of Being joined by the fol-
lowing confiderable clans, the M<Donalds of Slate,
of Clanranald, Glengary, Keppoch, and Glenco;
by the Camerons, the M¢Lecans, M<*Grigors,

M<Kinnons,
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M¢<Kinnons, ‘M¢Pherfons, M¢Intofhes, and many
others; and though he looked with as much dif-
dain on thefe tumultuous people (who have proved
rebels to moft of the Scots kings) as any man in
Britain, yet he made ufe of them to anfwer his own
and his patron’s defigns, Thefe people immediately
arofe, to dethrone a king whom they had addreflfed
but a few months before, withi the moft folemn pro-
teftations of loyalty, and had aflured of their at-
tachment to his intereft ; and, gathering ftrength
as they advanced, they foon muftered up an army of
ten thoufand men, Scots and Englifh included, to
{upport the caufe of the pretender, whofe ftandard
was fet up at Braemar, on the 6th of Sept. 1715 ;
and he was proclaimed by the ftyle of James V11,
king of Scotland, England, and Ireland.

- -When the news of this rebellion arrived at court,
the government immediately difpatched the duke of
Argyll, then lieutenant general of the king’s forces
inScotland, to fupprefs the rebellion. He quickly
recruited the regiments which had been diminifhed
by the king for the eafe of his people, and had got
together an army of three thoufand three hundred
and fifty regular forces, befides the Glafgow and
-other militia, by the r3th.of November, when he
attacked the rebels on Sheriff muir, to prevent their
croffing the Forth. B

The flaughter on. both fides .in this battle was
very great; the left wing of each army was defeated ;
and neither fide could properly claim the vitory;
nor could either keep the. field ; the duke of Argyll
being obliged to retire to Stirling and the earl of
Mar to Perth, “h !

However, this check, joined to the fevere lofs
another bady of the rebels had fuftained at Prefton
butthree days before, -where 1500 were taken pri-

‘ . : foners,

$
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foners by the generals Carpenter and Willis ; put

a ftop to the rapid progrefs of this rebellion.
Among the regiments who diftinguifhed them-

felves in the caufe of their country at the battle of

Sheriff-muir, was the earl of Stair’s regiment of
dragoons. '

_ And while his troops were thus a&ive in Scotland,
the earl himnfelf was not lefs fo in his political ca-
pacity at Paris. For when thefe hoftile attempts
were carrying on in Britain by the pretender’s par-
ty, his lordthip fhewed a proper and determined
fpirit, by prefenting the following memorial to the
regent, ' 1Y

<« The underwritten earl of Stair, minifter of
Great-Britain to his moft Chriftian majefty, finds
himfelf obliged to reprefent to his royal highnefs,

-the duke of Orleans, regent of France, that, not-

withftanding his royal highnefs lias frequently af-
fured the faid earl, that he would faithfully and
punétually obferve the articles of peace made be-
tween Great Britain and France at the treaty of
Utrecht; that he would not permit cither arms,
ammunition, officers, or foldiers, to be tranfported
out of France for the fervice of the pretender : and
although, in conformity to thefe intentions, his
royal highnefs had even fent exprefs orders to all
the ports and havens of the kingdom, it is certain,
neverthelefs, thatthe feveral particulars before enu-
merated, areevery day tranfported from the har-
bours of France, without the leaft obftruétion what-
foever’ from thofe who command in the faid ports
on the part of his moft chriftian majefty.

¢« The late duke of Ormond and the pretender
have been frequently on board certain veflels at St.
Malo, which weie known to be loaded with am-
munition and arms for the pretender’s fervice ; and
this with fo little referve or circumfpection, that

Vour, VI, iRy they
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they were publicly attended and followed by a troop
of Nugent’s horfe, commanded by their proper of-
* ficers, all mounted in their zegimental clethes and
accoutreiments ; and this® without the leaft cheek
from his moft chriftian majefty’s officers command-
ing at St. Malo. oy
< T'he pretender, not thinking it proper to ven-
ture himfelf to fea at this juncture, took the road’
towards Normandy, in crder to embark at Dun-
kirk ; and the late duke of Ormond, in the fame
manner, declining to land in England, came back
to Morlaix. : : }
¢« When the pretender was gone to Scotland,
attended by the abovementioned troopers of Nu-_
gent’s regiment, his royal highnefs was pleafed to
promife the dnderwritten minifter, that he would
treat ‘them as deferters,, if ever they returned to
France; arid the marefchal d’Huxelles, at the fame
time, aflured the faid eai]l, that he would hang
them all, withcut diftinétion.
¢« Thefe foldiers ’are now returncd; and have
joined their regiment. Nonficur Befach and his
company remaw, to this very hour, at Morlaix,
as alfo the arms and ammunition that he had with
hnn for his intended expedition ; which being re-
moved out of onefhip into another, in the harbour
ot Morlaix] tahe commanding officer there was fo
far from confifcating the faid arms and ammunition,
that he even refufed to fearch the vefiel, though
he was defired fo to do by captain Campbell, com-
mznder of an Englifh fhip, which yet remains ‘in
that port, g
¢« Within five wecks paft, feveral veffels have
failed from Dieppe and Havre de Grace, with arms
and ammunition, officers and money, for the pre-
tend r’s fervice; ‘all which are actually arrived' in
Scotland : and, to be more particular, there failed
a veflel
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a vefiel from Havre de Grace, on the 7th of this
month; in the face of an officer belonging to the
king of Great Britain; who having reprefented to
the t marqms of Rouvra), that there lay, at that
time, both in Havre de Grace and at Harfleur, at
feaft'twenty officers, ready to follow the pretender
into Scotland, on board the faid veflel, and begged
him to prevent their embarking : the marquis re-
plied, that what he faid murht be very true ; but,
that he could not prevent thelr going on boald
having no orders from court for that purpofe.
-t The faid car] of Stair_has alfo frequently re-
prefented, both to his royal highuefs the regent,
and the marefchal d’Huxellcs, lh'lt feveral cenerals,
colonels, and other officers, then 'uf’(ually engaged,
in the fervice oF}'mnce, were dctcrmmcd to go
and join the rebels inScotland, The faid carl went
fo far as even to give the maref chﬂ d'Huxelles a
lift ‘of the faid nemra]s and other officers, who,
agreeable to the Taid carl’s reprefentation, are now
actually at Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk, and other
places .in that neighbourhood, read) to tranfport.
themfelves with the firft opportunity intoScotland,
from whence they have been hitherto detained by
nothing but the exceflive cold of the feafon and
contrary winds ;. the commandm'\r officers in the
faid places openly avowing, that tne) have received
no orders to prevent their, ‘embarkation.

¢¢ The earl of Stair finds it his duty to rcprefent
thefe falts to the duke regent, to the end that his
royal highnefs may himfelf determine, whether his
orders have been executed with punctuality ; and,
whether it may be thought in Great-Britain, thdt
the treaty of Utrecht has been fALthfull) comphed
with on the part of France.

<c ‘The aforefaid ear] of Stair ﬁnds himfelf obliged
to acquaint his royal highnefs, that the late duke

D2 of
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of Ormond, and feveral others, who have confpir-
ed equally againft their king and country, did, with-
in a few days, begin their journey towards Bour- -
deaux and.Bayonne ; and that they have got to-
gether, upon the coaft of Gafcony, a confiderable
quantity of arms, ammunition, and fhips, with
which the court of St. Germains boafts its intention
to makea defcent in Ireland ; which, as the fame
court flatters’ itfelf, will be fupported, not only with
the money, but even with the troops, of France.

« ¢« The earl of Stair, who has always laboured
with the utmoft zeal, to eftablith a good and per-
fe&t friendfhip between the king his mafter and his
royal highnefs the duke regent, cannothelp being
much concerned to find himfelf reduced to make
remonftrances upon points of fo ticklifh a nature,
fo capable of deftroying the harmony that at prefent
fubfifts between two nations, and of producing fuch
difcontents as may be attended with the moft griev-
ous confequences, if not immediately prevented by
ncceffary orders.”

It was not pofiible to clude the force of this re-
prefentation ; and, accordingly, his royal highnefs.
faw, that, to remove all fulpicions, and preferve
the friendfhip of Great Britain, to which he was
ftrongly inclined, he muft be obliged to fpeak de-
cifively ; agreeable to which, his anfwer was,
¢« That he would forbid the exportation of any
arms or ammunition out of the kingdom; and,
that he fhould fend fuch orders to all the ports of
France as his Britannic majefty defired, together
with proper inftructions: for the captains of fuch
veflels as were bound for any part of Scotland.”

The fuccefs of this negotiation contributed
greatly to the total fuppreflion of the rebellion; for
when the infurgents found themfelves deprived. of.

the

-
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the powerful fucccurs they had been promifed from
France, they begun to difperfe; and the pretender
himfelf, receiving advice at Perth of the adverfe
difpofition of the regent, gave up his caufe for loft;
and fled from Perth, accompanied by his’ general,
the earl of Mar, to Montrofe, where they em-
barked for France. :

No fooner did. the news of this happy event
reach the earl of Stair, than he repaired to the. re~
gent, and completely put an end to the pretender’s
hopes, by prefenting the- fubfequent memorial :

<« The earl of Stair, minifter of the king of
Great Britain to his moft chriftian majefty, has
received efprefs orders from the king his mafter,
to acquaint his royal highnefs the duke of Orleans;
regent of France, with the flight of the. pretender;
and the difperfion of the rebels in Scotland. His
majefty is perfuaded this news will be very accept=~
able to the duke regent, as well on account of
the proximity of their blood, as in regard to the
ftriét friendfhip which his majefty has fo carefully
cultivated with his highnefs. :
¢ The treaty of Utrecht is {o'recent, that the
king was perfuaded his royal highnefs-would have:
taken the neceflary meafures to have prevented the
pretender’s fetting his foot in France; but fince
the faid pretender has found means to return thi-
ther, his majefty affures himfelf, that, fo foon as
his royal highnefs thall be made acquainted with it;.
he will take the neceffary meafures to oblige him te’
quit the kingdom. :
¢¢ The king of Great Britain commands the earl
of Stair to infift, in the ftrongeft manner, with his:
royal highnefs, that thofe perfons who ftand con-
demned by the laws of England, and are -declared:
rebels and traitors to their king'and counitry; may
g e - not
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not be permitted to remain in France; and that
the chief abettors and authors of the late rebellion
may be immediately obliged to Jeave the kingdom
and that his royal highnefs will declare his refo-
lution, not to permit the faid rebels ever to return
into France; or that other perfons, who may here-
after be condemned and declared rebels, fhall at
any time be received, or find protetion in that
kingdom, :
¢¢ His royal highnefs is too reafonable and too
wife, not to fee the juftice and propriety of this
demand.  Great Britain can never repofe herfelf
m fafety and peace, whilft fhe fees thofe perfons
received and entertained in her neighbourhood,
who have endeavoured, with open force, to bring
on the ruin and total fubverfion of their country.
Nor can France be perfetly affured that fhe fhall
not once again fee herfelf expofed to bear all the
blame and refentment due to undertakings of fo
mifchievous a nature, oo fds
¢ ‘I'ne king and people of Great Britain think
themfelves fecure ‘on the fide of France, by virtue
of the folemn treaty of Utrecht, by which the
pretender 1s excluded frem the deminions of his
moft chriftian majefty and by which France ftands
obliged to give hun no afliftance, either in fhips,
arms, or ammiinit.on ;- in maney, foldiers, or of-
heers 3 10, nwor cther coancil or advice, eithir
direétly or indircétly. Yet the abovementicned
rebels arrive; they-afk refuge and protetion in
France! and are no fooner there, than, by the
commodioufnefs of their fituation, and conveniency
of the poft, they plot and contrive the blackeft
and moft deteftable treafon againt their country ;
which, depending on the faith of the treaty of
Utrecht, was unarmed and defencelefs. In defiance
of this treaty, they find means to bring the preten-
der
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der into France, and, by their intrigucs, they fur-
nifh him with fhips, arms, and ammunition ; offi-
cers, foldiers, and mopey; with which afliftance
the pretender has actually invaded Great Britain,
and brought infinite damages to the nation.

«¢ His rnyal highnefs may imagine, that Great-
Britain could not long endure the uncafinefs that
‘muit be derived from the neighbourhood-of thofe
rebels, ready to bring fire and fword into the heart
of the kingdom, and to renew all the horrors that
accompany  rebellion

< In this fituation Great-Britain . would fmd
herfelf obliged to be perpetually upon her guard;
and would be fubjeét to continual difturbances and
apprehenfions; a condition more vexatious than
even open war, to a nation equally anxious for the
prefervation of its laws and liberties, as defirous to
five in peace with its neighbours. i

¢ His royal highne(s may learn, from the una-
nimous addrefs of both houfes of p:ullament to the
king, what fenfe the nation entertains of this un-
certain and violent fituation. The king has the hap-
pinefs of his- beJE&:: too much at heart, not te
enter warmly both into their opinions and iutereft;
and he flatters himfelf, that, upon this. occaﬁon,
his royal highnefs will not refufe him the juft proof
he has deficed of his feien dhi i, andiof hig dipshs
tion to enteriain a good underanding bevween the
two nations, o Sl

<¢ For the fame reafons, the mer of(yxcat-Bn-
taln hopes his royal highnefs, the rerrent will con-
cur with his majefty to folicit the duke of L.oraing
in the moft effeCtual manner, that the pretender
may not be permitted to return into his dominions:

< The earl of Stair has alfo received orders to
remind his royal highnefs of the declaration he has
zlready made, tha it fuch officers in the fervice of

D o4 France,
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France; as followed the pretender into Scotfand,
thall be cafhiered. And the king is perfuaded, that
his royal highnefs will not permit fuch general offi-
cers, colonels, and others, who may have followed
and affifted the pretender in the late rebellion, ever
to be employed afrefh in the fervice of his moft chrif-
tian majefty: and, if any of the faid officers thould
hereafter return, or be already returned intoFrance,
that his royal highnefs will caufe them to be punifth-
ed, fothat their conduét may appear to have been
as highly difpleafing to his royal highnefs and the
.government, - as it is contrary to the treaty of
Utrecht. . '

<¢ To prevent all miftakes in a bufinefs of fo ims
portant and delicate a nature, the earl of Stair has
orders to demand an anfwer in writing to thisme-
morial, which he paffionately wifhes to be fuch as
may contribute to re-eﬁabli& a good intelligence
between the two nations.”

‘Thefe memorials juftly merited a place in the
life of this great man, not only from the happy con-
fequences they produced, in preventing a war be-
tween the two crowns; but as they are the moft
perfect models of able negotiation that can be pre-
fented to unexperienced minifters. And it muft
be obferved, that the fuccefs of a difficult negotia-
tion very often depends more on the ftyle of a me-
mecrial, thanon the moft pofitive inftruétions from
home, though the memorial muft be drawn from
them. [ r

So refolute a declaration reduced the regent to
the neceflity of declaring himfelf once for all.
‘There was no medium; he muft either fatisfy Great
Britain, by refufing the pretender a retreat in lz:rance,
or abfolutely break with a prince whofe friendthip
might be of fervice to him, for the fake of a gueft
who was both unufeful to him and his friends, as

well
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well as troublefome to thofe who prote&ted him.. In:
a word, fortune having already abjured the preten-
der, it was ne hard matter for the regent to do fo.
too; and, agrecable to. this, by the advice of the
abbot du Bois, he gave the earl of Stair a moft ex-
plicit and fatisfaltory anfwer, after having acquamt-
ed_ the pretender with his: refolution,. who. imme-
diately retired to Avignon..

The expulfion of this prince from the dominions-
of France, and the publication of an.edict, about
the fame time, prohibiting the French: (ubjeé’cs to:
trade in. the South Sea, were two points of fuch:
importance to Great Britain, that they juftly laid.
the foundation of that friendfhip and confidencé:
which at this time {prung up between the two na-
tions. To balance the exclufion of the Krench:
from the South-Seas, the regent publifhed a de-
claration permitting them to trade to Africa.

A good underﬁandmo was. now cftablifhed be-
tween the courts of Verfailles and London, h);ahly
agreeable to.the latter, as it gave the new fovereign
an opportunity of infpecting and regulating the do-
meftic adminiftration of. government. And as for:
the earl' of Stair, his condu&t upon. the occafion:

ained him the efteem of the duke of: Orleans, now:
geclxred regent during  the wiheole minority of
Louis XV. His lordfhip was likewife the fu{Je&
of admiration among the Frenchr courtiers; bug,
neither adulations nor civilities could put him off;
his guard,. or relax his attention te the dignity and
intereft of his royal mafter, a proof of which-is.ex~
hibited: in. the following remarkable aneedote: -

One day the regent, attended: with the moft;
fplendid retinue,. went. in his. coach,to pay. him a.
vifit ; which. hls excellency being  informed: of;.
prepared for. his reception. The ceach: halted. at:

D g thie:
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the gate; and, when the earl of Stair defcended™
from his apartment, the regent rofe up, partly

alighted from his coach, fet one foot on the ground,

and kept the other fixed on the ftep. His excel-

lency, in the mean time, was advancing to the

gate’; but, obferving the pofture the regent was in,

ke ftopped thort ; then turned about, and walked’
three or four times backward and forward, and at’
laft ‘afked one of the attendants, whether his royal

highne(s was come to wifit himt as his Britannic'
majefty’s ambaffador, or as earl of Stair ? T'o which

receiving no anfwer, he added,

«¢ If he comes to fee lord Stair, I thali reckon
it my greateft honour to reccive any one officer of’
the erown, much more the duke-regent at the door
of his coach; but, if he comes to vifit the ambaf-
fador of my auguft and royal mafter, I think I
thould be unworthy the truft repofed in me, if I
went further than 1 have done.” {

* This being told to the regent, he re-entered his’

coach, and afterwards caufed it to be notified to
his excellency, that he was not defirous of feeing:
him 2t court; and, for fome months, he altu-
ally withdrew,; till, hearing of the regent’s fit-
. ting out 3 {trong {quadron at Toulon, which the
court of Britain could not look onwith indifference,
he went to court; but in fuch a manner as argued a
cenfummate policy, as well as an ardent zeal for’
the welfare of his country.

He fet-out forFontainbleau ina private chaife, and,
being met by the chancellor ’Huxelles, who was
very pompoufly attended, he paid his compliments:
to his excellency in the moft elegant manner, and
invited him to take a feat in his coach : but his lord-
fhip thanked him for his civility, and told him; that
bewanted not coaches, but was at prefent diverting

himfelf

39
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himfelf as earl of Stair. He then parted from him»
and came to court; but the guards knowing hin,
“declarel they had orders to refufe hini adméttance.
<« Oh!1” fayshz, < though the Britith ambaflador
¢« be debarred accefs,’ yet the lord Stair is not.”

On this he was allowed to enter; and having
pafled the firft guard, he haftened through the
others, and then immediately entered the prefence-
chamber,. where the king and the regent were, fur--
rounded by 2 vaft number of nobility, gentry, fo-
reign ambaffadors, and general officers.

No fooner did the regent oliferve the carl of
Stair, than he withdrew to an inner chamber, whi-
ther he was followed by his lordfhip,. the company
{tanding afide to let hun pafs; and, as he entered
the room, he told him, that, if at prefent he de-
nied him audience, perhaps,. in time, he might ke
glad to bave one in his turn. On this the regent
and he converfed two hours; during which time
he informed him of his intrigues with the czar, with.
the king of Sweden, and with. cardinzl Alberoni,
prime minifter of Spain, for bringing in the pre-
tender. His royal highnefs obferving, that nothing,
though ever fo fecretly tranfacied,. could be kept
from {o prying an ambaffador ; and that one half
of the French nation were, through poverty, be-
come fpies upon the other, he made & merit of dif-
covering the whole plan of the Spanith miniftcr to
lord Stair.. :

It was deeply laid, and is two curious and inte-
refting to be omitted :- we fhall therefore endeavour
to givea concife account of it 5 that the reader inay
be made acquainted with the political hiftory of the
firft years of the reign of George I..in which the
<ar] of Stair was the principal agent. :

Though Philip V.. grandfon of the late king of
Erance, was, by the treaty of Utrecht, allowed to

Do , yeign:
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reign peaceably over the ruins of the Spanifh mo-
narchy, yet neither he nor his minifters beinz
content with the treaty obtained, they endeavoured
to bet.sr themfelves by intrigues, and to procure
by craft, what by force of arms was impraéticable,
Cardinal Alberoni, the thenSpanith minifter, knew
very well,” that though the cmperor, by the late
treaty, was put in pofieflion of Sicily and Flanders,
and {ecured in his other vaft dominions, he was yet
fo far drained of his treafure, by the laft war, as
to have no great inclination to a rupture: he judged
the fame of the other powers engaged ; and think-"
ing that Great Britain had obtained too advantageous.
terms at the laft gencral pacification, his aim was
to give her a king, who would be apt to relinquifth
every advant:ge in gratitude for the favours done
him.

But as Spain was unable alone to accomplifh fo.
great a projeét, the cardinal thought of proper tools.
trom another quarter; and thefe wereCharles X11I..
of Sweden, with the czar of Mufcovy, whom he:
inceffantly laboured to reconcile.  The former was.
eafily brought into the fcheme, from a profpect of
regaining Bremen and Verden, the inveftment of
which had been given toGeorge I. by the emperor ;
and, by means of the czar, an equivalent for the
provinces he was obliged to cede to. his. tmperial
majefly ; and the czar Peter I. was again allured:
with the bait of having his daughter married to the-
imaginary monarch, and of baving a- bencficiak:
trade with Britain to the ports of his new conquer-~
ed provinces: however, it is not to. be prefumed,.
that cither the Swedith or the Ruflian court would
have entered fo. readily into. the cardinal’s fcheme,,
if fome Englifh and Scots gentlemen had not re-
paired, after the rebellion, to their dominions ;.
more inflamed, after the defeats at Sheriff-muir and

' ‘ Preftcn,,
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Prefton, than ever, with an inclination for war ;
and attributing their difafters in thofe battles en-
tirely to fatalisy. The reprefentations of thefe re-
bels, and the geld of Peru remitted from Madrid,
werc very powerful arguments with the two enter-
prifing monarchs, whofe minifters now met upon
the overtures of peace, and for bringing about the
cardinal’s project.

Baron Goertz, theSwedifh minifter to the. ftates
general, who was one of the ableft {tatefmen in Eu-
rope, had twice an interview with the czar at the
the Hague ; and having informed him that he had
got confiderable fums from the difaffected In Eng-
land, for buying fhips and ammunition for.invading
Scotland, theRuffian monarch was. fo well pleafed,
that he went in perfon to Paris, ip the month of
May 1717; and, under pretext of vifiting the aca-
demy, the arfenals, the chambers of rarities, and
every thing that might excite the attention of the-
curious, he conferred with the regent upon the in~
tended fcheme., His royal highnefs, however, fe-.
cretly defirous of having a king fixed in Britain b
¥rench influencc, feeimned not quite fatisfied with it,
either from an unwillingnef(s to expend more trea-
fure in favour of a fugitive, or becaufe he thought,.
that the Spanifh gold, with the Ruffan and Swedith,
arms, were fufficient to bring abour the defign,,
without expofing France to a rupture with England
by his engaging in it.

The conference with the czar, though very fes
cret, was, by the regent’s fecretary, communia
cated to the Britith ambailador, who directly ac
quainted his. court ;' and fuch, active meafures were:
inftantly taken, as rendered the fcheme impra@is
cable; at the fame time, a letter from count Gyllen-
bourgh, the Swedith envoy at London, to his brothex-
Guftavus, then ambaflador in France, having fallen.

into:
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into tlie earl of Stair’s hands, he tranfinitted it to
the Britith miniftry, by whom count Gyllenbourgh
was arrefted, and moft of his papers feized, in which
were many letters from and to baron Goertz. From
thefe it-appeared plainly, that an invafion was de-
figned; and, indeed, it might have taken -place,
had it not been for the feafonable intelligence given
by -the earl of Stair.

But thefe were not the only attempts in favour
of the unhappy fugitive that were defeated through
his means.  He likewife had a principal fhare with
SirWilliam Temple in bringing about the quadru-
ple alliance, offenfive and defenfive, between his
Britanaick majefty, the emperor, the moft chrif-

tian king, and the flates general of the united pro--
vinces; by which the defigns of the court of Madrid.

were totally defeated.
However, the cardinal now openly received and
entertained the pretender at the court of Madrid ;

and in hopes of making a powerful diverfion in.
Hungary, ke attacked the emperor, and fomented:

difturbances in the Britifh dominions. Having like-
wife formed a defign of feizing the ifland of Sicily,.
he fitted out a fieet for that purpofe, and, in July
1718, this Spanifh armament took feveral confi-
derable places in the ifland ; but while they were

bufily employed in attacking the citadel of Meflina, .
the Britifh fleetcame to the affiftance of .theSicilians,,

and, on the rith of Auguft, attacked twenty feven
Spanifh fhips of the line, off Capef’aflaro; afteran
obftinate engagement, the Englifh took. and funk
moft of them: and foon after, the king of Sicily
acceded to the quadruple alliance.  This ftunning
blow fo much chagrined the court of Spain, that
an order was iffued out for feizing upon all the Bri-
tith merchant fthips and effeéts in that kingdom.
His majefty George 1. in return, granted letters of

marque .

s



Earl - of ST AI1R. 63

marque and reprifals to the Britith fubjeds againft
thofe of Spain, on the 3d of October ; and on the
17th, war was declared againft Spain. g
The Spanifh court was, at this time, the moft
intriguing in Europe ; for fhe not only endeavoured
to difturb the tranquillity of Britain, but likewife of
France; for which purpofe the prince of Cellemarey
her ambaffador at Paris, had’ entered into a confpi-
racy with fome mutineers, to whom he gave pen<
fions: the defign was, to take away the regent’s life,
to make an inroad into four provinces of the king-
dom; to gain over the French miniftry to the Spa-
nith intereft, and thus pave a way for uniting the
whole, or at leaft the greateft pact of theFrench do-
minions, with thofe of the younger branch of. the
houfe of Bourbon reigning in Spain : which fcheme
might have taken place, and have rekindled the ge-
neral war, if it had not been difcovered in the fol-
lowing extraordinary manner : ;
‘T'wo noblemen, who were intrufted with a pac-
ket from the Spanifh ambaflador inFrance, to cardi-
nal Alberoni, containing a relation of the progrefs
which he had made with fome noblemen foraccom-
plithing the fchemes of his court, took a chaife;
wrhich broke down about two leagues from Paris.
The poftilion, obferving them to take more care of
their portmanteau than of themfelves (ofe of them'
faying, he would rather loofe one hundred thoufand
piftoles than it) after driving them to the end.of the
firft’ ftage, he haftened to Paris, and gave' imme-
diate notice of whathe had feen to the government.:
Thre council of regency being inftantly called, pro-
per officers were immediatly fent off, with orders to-
ftop them; which they effefted at Poi&tiers, and
not only arrefted their perfoas; but fent their port-
amanteau toParis; in which were found the plaineft -
marks of a confpiracy, The fame pight (the 28th
o
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of November) feveral perfons of diftinétion were
feized and fent to the Baftile ; and the Spanith am-~
baflador was commanded to leave the kingdom.

The abbé du Bois, fecretary of ftate, wrote a:
circular letter the next day to the feveral minifters
refiding at the French court, and particularly to
the earl of Stair, acquainting him-with the motives.
which induced them to take this flep with regard
to the prince de Cellamere, by whofe: letters it was

“plainly feen, that he was inciting the king’s fub-
je&s to a revolution, and that he had formed a
plan to deftroy the tranquillity of the kingdom 3
and then concluded, in terms which both difco-
vered his refpe& to the Britith court, and a per=
fonal efteem for her ambaflador,

Soan after this, a declaration of war was mada
by France againft Spain ; and though it was looked:
upon rather as fictitious than real, yet the burning:
of fix new men of war upon the ftocks at Port—
paflage, and the taking of fome towns, put the
matter of France’s being in earnelt beyond all pof=
fibility of dogbt. ]

- But no difappointments could check the reftlefs

fpirit of the cardinal, who ftill fomented the tu-.
multuous paflions of the Britifh rebels : many of:
the moft confiderable had retired, partly by his in-
viration, and partly without any, into the domi-.
nions of his mafter. And the duke of Ormond,.
their chief, having received notice to leave France,
upon an application made to the regent for that
purpofe, Alberoni prefled him to repair to Madrid ;,
this invitation however was kept a perfet fecret ;
but, thore were fome people about the duke of,
Ormend, who, being elate with the profpe@ of

the expedition, thought proper to communicate: .
the defign to their correfpondents at Paris; and:
‘thefe having fhewn theix letters to one MtDoxlx.aJd,,
A 11CUm
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- a lieutenant-colonel in the Irifh brigades, he handed
them about, till at Jaft they came to the earsof the
Britifh ambaffador, who fent captain Gardiner-ex-
prefs, with an account, that the preparations of
‘the 'Spaniards, at Cadiz,  were certainly defigned
againft South Britain ; and that their fleets would
put to fea the 7th or 8th of March 1718.

"This piece of intelligence was communicated by
the king to his parliament ;. who aflured him of
their utmoft efforts to defeat fo extraordinary an
attempt ; and every military preparation was made
by land and at fea to oppofe the invafion ; which
might have proved very formidable, if the enemies
of their country had not met with a.check from
another quarter.

The duke of Ormond, with 5000 land forces on
‘board, having ' provifion, ammunition, and every
other neceflary, had embarked for the Weft of
England ; but meeting with a ftorm off Cape Fi-
nifterre, they were feparated : his grace, with moft
of the Englith and Irifh officers, were obliged to
put back to Cadiz, while the earls of Marfhal and
Seaforth, and the marquis of Tullibardin, purfued
their voyage, and landed at Kintail, in the north
of Scotland, on the 15th of April, with about 400
Spanifh troops. They were very uneafy to know
the fate of the duke of Ormond, and deferred
moving from thence, till they fhould hear what
was become of his.grace: but, before any certain
accounts -arrived. of his -difappointment, General
Wightman was in full march to difperfe them;
having with him two Swifs and three Dutch bat-
talions, one hundred and twenty dragoons, and
about three hundred and fifty foot fuldiers. He
came up with them on the Pretender’s birth day,
at the pafs of Glenfhiel; where the M<Kenzies
were ftationed on one fide, the marquis of Tulli-

s bardin,
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ibardin, with the laird of M¢Douall, upon the other,
-and the Spaniards intrenched in their front, making,
in all, one thoufand fix hundred and fifty men. No
“fooner did they enter the pafs, than, to their afto-
nifhment, the rebels, -who lay concealed among
the heath, ‘alarmed them with their fhot, and killed
the colonel of a Dutch. regiment -upon the fpot,.
which difheartened the foldiers much, till a miajor '
led them on,” with fuch intrepidity, amidft the fire
of the enemy, that he even played upon the flage-
let before them. General Wightman obferving the
matter,. ordered fome hand-grenadoes to be thrown -
in among them, which fired the heath, then very
long, ' about; their ears; : and one of the fplinters
wounding Seaforth in the wrift, his clan carried him
off, andat thé fame tiine retired in’ the greateft con-
fufion. As the general was unacquainted with the
“country, -he ordered captain Monro of Culcairn,
who was there, with about eighty men of his bro-
ther’s vaffals, . to -purfue them ; which he did with
afurprifing alacrity,- and knowing the fteeps, they
mounted them, under cover of fome coehorns’ that
were brought to bear upon the enemy, whom they
purfued from one rock to another,:till that /brave
officer was wounded. The rebels placed in the right
of the pafs having given way, thofe on the left made
off full fpeed, deferting the Spaniards, who now be-
came an cafy conqueft; for they were all made pris
foners of war without blood{hed. 1

This'was the laft effort in favour of the old Pre«
tender, during the reign of George I. againft whom
fo many plots and confpiracies were formed, but
were as often baffled.

The refined policy of the earl of Stair was now
become next to a proverb; and the {plendour and
hofpitality in which helived at Paris, endeared him

to
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to the lower ranks of people, to whom he was bcne-
volent and charitable. .

They likewife conﬁantly kept in mind his moﬁ
magnificent entry into Paris, to congratulate their
young monarch upen his acceflion to the throne,
which far exceeded any thing of the kind ; and had
cavfed the circulation of a great fum of money
among the tradefmen. It was therefore with great
regret they received the news of his recall.

_ In fhort, his abilities had fuch an afcendant over:
the regent, before he left France, that, being once
publi¢ly afked, what part his royal highnefs would
take in the troubles of the north? he anfwered,
what the Britifh ambaflador pleafes. o

But he had fo many occafions to maintain the
dignity of his charaéter, and he was fo well inclin-
ed todo this.by all external ats of fplendour and
magnificence, . as well as by ‘his political talents ;
that he <rreatly hurt his private fortune and incum=
bered his eftate, which, with the debts. he had.con-
tralted by gaming, made him folicit his recall.
Upon his return, the king declared himfelf fo well
pleafed with his condu&t, that he would have creat-
ed him a duke, if he had not been prevented by law.
"The deep fenfe which the king fthewed of his fide~
lity, was the greateft and moft illuftrious eulogium
of his virtues: the people echoed back the pmﬁs
of their fovereign, - while the whsle ¢f his domi-
nions refounded with applaufe at his condué ; fe=:
veral prints of him were publifhed, and every one
took a pride te have his refemblance by them,

During the remainder of . the reign of George I.:
he was one of the cabinet council; and, on his
late majefty’s afcending the throne, he was receivs<
ed into the fame confidence.

- In April 1730, he was made lord’ admiral’ of
Scotland, which, with his other pofts, he held tilb

April
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April 1733, when he fell into difgrace at court,
upon the following occafion :

In the winter of the 'year 1732, a plan was
brought into parliament for changing the daties on
tobacco and wine, and bringing them under the
laws of excife, in order to prevent frauds in the re-
venue, of which thofe who had the management of
the treafury loudly complained. This affair was
difliked by the trading part of the nation, who
made {o great an oppolition to it, thatin January
1733, the tobacconifts of London, at a general
meeting, agreed to act in concert with the commit-
tee appointed by the citizens, merchants, and trad-
ers of London, ‘and, by all juft and lawful means,
to oppofe any new excife, or extention of the excife
laws, under any pretence whatfoever : feveral cor-
porations earneftly recommended the fame thing to
their reprefentatives; and, in February, the city
of London laid their grievances before their four re=
prefentatives. Notwithftanding which, the fcheme
was propofed, and the motion, with regard to to-=
bacco, was made, on the fourteenth of March, in

.agrand committee ; and, after a warm dcbate, the
queftion was carried, by 266, againft 205 ; and.on
the 16th of March in the houfe, by 249 againft 189,
and a bill was ordered to be brought in'accordingly 5
which being done upon the 4th of April, and read
for the firft time, the fheriffs, with feveral of the
aldermen,” common-council-men, eminent mer-
<hants and traders of the city, went in their coaches
to Weftminfter-hall, petitioning to be heard by
their council againft the bill, which was appointed
to be read a fecond time on the roth of April ; but
their petition. was rejected, by 214-aganft 197.
Other petitions were alfo brought in, when Sir
Robert Walpole mioved, that the fecond reading
of the bill might be put off for two months (a ufual

mode
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mode of laying them afide) this being agreed to,
the fcheme dropped; on which great rejoicings
were made.

Among the number of thofe who oppofed it in
the houfe of peers, was the earl of Stair, not, in-
deed from any diflike he had to the then prime mi-
nifter, but from a profpect of the difmal confe=
quences. that might arife, from a people for whofe
laws and liberties more martyrs have {uffered, than
for thofe of any other nation ; and it being demand-
ed, by the late queen, why he did fo; his anfwer
was, ‘“that he wifhed her royal family better than
to agree to {uch a projet.” A little time after, he
refigned all his. places into his majefty’s hands ; as
did the lord Cobham, the duke of Bolton, the earl
of Chefterfield, the earl of Burlington, and many
others.

In the next feflion, which was the laft of that par-
biament, he voted with all the candour and integrity
that became fo great a man, not regarding the fmiles
or frowns of a court; and when a motion was made
in the houfe of lords, to petition his majeity to in-.
form them of the perfons that had advifed him to re-
move {o many eminent and truly brave men, he
behaved witha moderation that became the great-
nefs of his foul,

In June 1734, he appeared at the general elec
tions in his native country ; and,_as the party who
had fided with Sir Robert Walpole in promoting
the excife-fcheme had been at great pains to carry
the eletions of Scotland, he was the firft to enter
a proteft againft the method of their procedure;
viz, that the military, who by a& of parliament
ought. to be removed fome miles from the place of
election, were, neverthelefs,  under arms; at no
further diftance than; half a-mile: the dukes of’
Hamilton, Queenfberry, Montrofe; and Roxburgh,

the

-
=
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the marquis of Twedale, and feveral other lords,
who mentioned the very peers who were afterwards
chofen, as thofe contained in the lift named by the
minifter, and fent down by his agént, protefted
likewife. .And the matter might have been carried
to a greater length, had not the late duke of Argylly
during the heat of their debate, told the meeting,
that he faw many ftrange faces in the room, and
that ‘he thought it ought to be cleared ; on which-
feveral ladies, who had come in, withdrew, and:
were followed by the lords in theoppofite intereft '
fo that the court-party, as it was called, entireiy’
prevailed ; and the petition given into parliament,’
complaining of an undue election, was afterwards
refufed. ) ,
About this time, his lordfhip took to a rural life,
and ftudied agriculture on his eftate, which he un~
derftood to fach a degree, that he might be called
the Virgil of the age; he employed about two hun-
dred werkmen every day, and was as much ad-
mired for his hufbandry at home, as he had been
for his politenefs at the court of Verfailles.
~During his retirement from court, he was vifited
by the nobility from all quarters; he correfponded’
with feveral generals abread, and with fome of*
‘thofe noblemen in England who had refigned at the!
fame time with himfelf. He was facetious in con-
verfation, and entertained his company ‘with fuch’
difcourfes as ferved to inftruét as well as to amufe.
When fpeaking of the king of Poland, he attraéted
the admiration of all who heard him; and he has’
frequently declared, that he preferred hunting the*
ftag at Warfaw, to the gallantries and amufements
of tiie court of Verfailles, His gencrofity was’ -
fuitable to the greatnefs of his foul, for never man’
beftowed his -favours with a better grace. * One
day a phyfician came from Edinburgh to vifit himé
- an
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and his lordfhip judging, that, if he offered hin
money, it might be refufed, contrived a way to
make him a prefent: he went to his parlour, and
wrote a line, which ‘he gave te the doctor to deli-'
ver, at the fame time apologizing, in the moft
polite and amiable manner, for the liberty he took;
the gentleman told him, that his lordfhip’s com-
mands were an honour to him, and with pleafure
they fhould be obeyed. Upon his return to Edin-
burgh, he inftantly repaired to the perfon for whom
the letter was directed, and delivered it to him;’
when, to his furprife, he was'fthewn the contents
of ity which were as follow :« . ST

Sir,

Pay the bearer thirtv guineas, which is but a
fmall compliment for his care of me; and place’
the fame to the account of, :Sir,

Your very humble fervant,
STAIR,

It would be almoft impoffible to reprefent the
whole of his amiable and gencrous actions. He
was always a friend to the diftrefled ; ‘and, when
firipped of all his employments, fupported the
dignity of a nobleman, who had once been an or-
nament to the Britifh nation. But while he was
encouraging hufbandry, and doing good to man-
kind in a private fituation, a change in the miniftry
was in agitation, which took place in 17413 and
his prefcnce was required at court upon the fol-
lowing occafion :

The Britifh merchants had long complained, that
letters of marque had been iffued out from the
Spanith admiral'y ‘againft the Britifh fhips, under
pretence_of ‘fearching for contraband goods and °
paflports’; numerous reprefentations were made *

? upon
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upon this head at Madrid, feveral conferences were
held upon the fubject; and at laft a convention
was figned, on the 4th of January 1739, in which
Spain agreed to pay 950001. to compenfate the
lofes fuftained by the britith {ubjes. This affair
might have been amicably terminated, had not the
coals of diffention: been blown up from another
quarter. Spain muftered up a claim of 68oco0 I.
upon the African company concerned in the ne-
groes, and refufed to pay the gsoool. till the
680c0l. were deduced ; nay, fo high did they
rife in their demands, that Geraldino, the Spanifh
ambalfador at London, .declared, his maiter would
as foon part with his eyes, as with his right of
vifiting thips in the American feas. But perhaps
things had not fo foon been carried to an extremity,
if Geraldino had not informed his court of the
divifions in parliament; and that, by fome well-
timed bribes, it was ealy to get a majority which
might obtain fuch terms as they pleafed. This,
with the bithop of Rennes’s declaration at Madrid,
that the people of England were ripe for a revolu-
‘tion, inflamed the Spaniards the more, which made
them feize the Britith thips wherever they could -
find them. In confequence of thefe frefh infults,
on the 23d of October 1739, war was declared
againft Spain.

Admiral. Vernon, who had been fent to the Weft
Indies to protect our trade, took Porto Bello on
the 22d of November, and received thirty thoufand
piafters as a ranfom for not pillaging the town. .
On the 1t of April 1740, he failed to Carthagena,
whofe outworks he took; and.then failed victorious
up to the harbour of the town, and debarked the -
land forces, under cover of the cannon from the
thips ; but a violent. rain falling, which is mortal

to our foldiers in thofe parts, and the ladders being
"+ too



Earl of § TAIR. ¥
%00 Thort, through an error in the mathematician
who compuited the height of the wall of fort St.
L.azara, they were obliged to retire; after trying
what bravery itfelf would do. Hence Spain rofe
in her demands ; and, being fecretly aflifted by the
French, the was the riore a&tive in profecuting
her mighty projeis. :
~ About a year after the beginning of the war with
Spain, an event happened, which; for eight years
together, occafioned the moft melancholy fcenes :
the emperor Charles VI. dicd the gth of October
1740; on which day, his eldeft daughter, now
emprels dowager, and mether to_ths prefent em-
peror, was proclaimed queen of Hungary and Bo-
hémia, and archdutchefs of Aufltrid ; her minifters
at the feveral courts of Europe notified her accef-
fion, and fuppoyted the legality of what was done,
from her claim, in confequence of the will of Fer-
dinand L "and of the deed of Charles V1. dated the
20th of fune 1722 ; wherein, with the unanimous
voice of a general diet of the [tates of Hungary,
then met at Prefburgy an a&t was pafled for fettling
the fueceflion of that crown on the female line of
‘the houfe of Auflriay and their defcendants, in
failure of male iffue, according to the right of pri-
mogeniture. 'The queen’s title was acknowledged
by feveral princes; but the ele&or of Bavaria re-
fufed, and claimed the crown for bimfelf, found-
ing his pretenfions to the Auftrian fucceffion upon
the fame will of Férdinand I, and defcent from
Charles V. as alfo, that he was married to the
emperor Jofeph’s daughter. The troops of his
eléCtorate marched, in Septeinber 1741, in fupport -
of his ¢laim, and were followed by 30000 French
forces, under prétence of fecuring the free eleétion of
an emperor according to the treaty of Weftphalia,
of which their king was the guarantee,
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‘On the other hand, his Britannic majefty {up4
_ported the Pragmatic Sanction, and oppofed the
cleCtion of an tmperor by the influerce of the court
of Verfailles; and though ber Hungarian majefty
was attacked by the king of Pruflia, who marched
his troops, on the 14th of December,y to protcét
8 lefia from infuits, and at the fame time deprived
of afliftance from the Rufiians, beiween whom and
the Swedes a war had been jutt kindled ; yet, under
all thefe difadvantages, was fhe aflifted by the Bri-
tith nation.

During the winter of the year 1741, the armies
were adtive abroad 3 Lintz, and a f¢w other places
were taken by the Auflrians, who gained fome ad-
vantages in the feld, and extended into Bavaria
itfelf. At home, the parliament was taken up with
examining into the merits of eleClions ; many of
which being cairied againft Sir Robert Walpoley
he refigned his places into his majefty’s hands; on
which a total change enfued in the minifthiy, A
refolution was taken for f(upporting the queen of
Hungary, and refloring the balance of power, which
muft have been entircly deftroyed, if the ticaty for
" duwviding the doininiens of the heufe of Auftria had
fucceeded, according to the propofal of France.
In confequence of this refolution, ' three hundred
thoufand pounds were veted to her Hungarian ma-
jefty ; and a confiderable body of Britifh troops
were fent to Flandcrs, the command of which, as
alfo of the Hanoverizns and Heflians, was given to
the carl of Stair; who now began, like the fun,
after fetting for a long night, to rife with the bright-
er luftre, InMarch 1742, he was made field-mar-
thal of his majefty’s forces, and ambaflador-extra-
ordinary and plenipotentiary to the ftates-general.

This fudden promotion and reftoration to favour,
gave fatisfaction to every true Briton; and the king

received
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teceived him with a tendernefs and affe@ion which

convineed all prefent, that his majefty was inclined
“to remember the maxim of the wifeft of kings: wiz.
¢ Not to forget his father’s friends.”

His lordfhip inftantly applied himfelf to the ma-
nagement of the important bufinels committed to
him; and, knowing that he had to dezl with the
ambafladors of Spain, France, and the new cmnpe-
ror, he affiduoufly ftudied their memorials, and
prepared replies to them before he fut out for Hol-
iand; where, on the yoth of Aprily five days after
his arrival, being conduélted to a public audience
of their high mightinefles, he made them a very {pi-
rited harangue, which had the defired effect; of
engaging them in the queen’s canfe, v

This memorial was followed by arother, of the
78th of Auguft, in which the prefling inftances of
the queen of Hungary, for affiftance from his Bri-
tannic majefty, againft a powerful French army,
were laid down, and the pitiful artificesof the French
deteéted. To mention every tranfaction of this con-
fummate ftatefman, would fwvell this article beyond
the extent of {o fmall a volume; fuffice it then to
fay, that the carl of Stair at length brought about
a general pacification, feemingly to the fatisfaion
of all the parties concerned ; but not till after the
famous battle of Dettingen, where he, for the laft
time, diftinguifhed himfelf, in concert with king
George II. asa gencral of undaunted bravci'y and
intrepidity, to whom the glory of that day is chicfly
afcribed.  Soon after this action, he petiticned to
refign, which being granted, he again returned to
the pleafures of a country life; but, ever ready to
ferve hisking and country, upon the breaking ot
of the late rebeilion he repaired to court, and offered
his fervice to fupprcfs it, which was gladly accepted ;
and he accompamed‘the duke of Cumberland to

! 2 Edinburgh,
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}xidihburgh, driving the pretender and his ralible
army before them. Atter the fuppreffion of this
infurrection, he continued at court til the winter of
the year 1746, when he repaired to Scotland, find-
ing himfelf in a languithing condition, and unfit
for bufinefs. By the help of his phyficians he was
preferved till about ten at night of the 7th of May
1747, when he breathed out a life fpentin as emi=
nent fervices for Lis country; asever was thatof a
fubjeét.: (BUAQS
‘[hus died field-marthal John earl of Stair, who
was a hobleman of the rareft abilities; equally fitted
for the camp or the court; and how hard is it to
fay in which he excelled ? <€A man of the firicleft
honour and veracity ; great without pride, handfome
withcut vanity, juft without rigour, wife with=
'out arrogance, bountiful without oftentation 5 (up-
porting the highcit of dignity with a decency, hu-
manity, and moderation, only to be found among
the great, being poficfled of every talent that could
make a man great in himfelf; ferviceable to his king,
or an ornament to his country.” :
¢ The earl of Stair, as tohis perfon, was a man
about fix feet high, exceedinng {trait and genteel in
his bedy, which inclined to an agreeable flendernefsy
“he was, perhaps, one of the handfomeft men of
his time, and remarkable, among the nobility, for
his graceful mich and majeftic appearance; his com-
plexion was fair; but rather comely than delicate ;
his forehiead was large and graceful, his nofe was
ftrait, and exquifitely proportjoned to his face ; his
_eyes were exactly fuited to his features, being of a
blue colour, and full of fweetnefs. His amiable
countenance, on which there was imprinted a natu-
ral fimile, could not fail to infpire the fpectators
with a warmth of affeCtion not to be acccunted for :
thefe endowments of body were but indications of
: i ‘ the

v
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the beauties of the nobler part, and which he pof-
feflcd in their higheft perfection. So that he might
be confidered 2s the favourite child of nature, as welk
as the brighteft ornament of his native country.”

* % Authorities. Henderfon’s Life of the ear}
of Stair. Smollet’s Hif}. of England. Annals qf
George I. and 1l ; _ \

The LIFg of

HENRY SAINT-JOH.N,,
Vifcount BOLINGBROKE.
[A. D. 1672, to 1751.]

HE celebrated lord BorINGBROKE; whofe,

political writings and condu& as a ftatefman,
have not been lefs the fubjed of cenfure, thap his
philofophical works, was a defcendant of the lord
chief-juftice Saint-John. He was born at Batterfea,
in Surrey, intheyear 1672 ; and his mother dyinz
young, he pafled his infant years under the care of
h's grandmother, a ftrit prefbyterian, whofe fpi-
ritual guide was the famous diffenting minifter,
Daniel Burgefs.

At a proper age he was fent to Eton-fchool, and
from thence removed to Chrift-church-college in
Oxford, : L5

His native genius and excellent underftanding.
were obfesved and admired by his contemporaries

E 3 i
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in both thefe places; but the love of pleafure had:
fo much the afcendancy, as to hinder him frem
exerting his talents for literature in any particular
performance. His friends defigned him for public
bufinefs ; and when he left the univerfity, he was
confidered as one who had the faireft opportunity
of making a fhining figure in a&tive life,

United with the graces of 3 handfome perfon, he
had a manner and addrefs that was irrefiflibly
engaging; a quick apprehenfion, great firength
of_memory, a peculiar fubtilty in reafoning, and
a mafterly elocution; but for fome years, all
thefe extraordinary endowments were employed
in- nothing fo much as finifhing the charadler of a
complete rake. He was in particular much ad-
diéted to women, and apt to indulge himfelf in
Iate hours, with all thofe exeefles that ufually at-
tend them.

In the year 1700, he was married to the daughter
and co-heirefs of Sir Henry Winchefcomb, of
Bucklebury in Berkfhire, Bart. * Thisalliance was
in 2ll refpe&s fuitable to his birth and expe&ations,
and the fame year, he made his firft appearance in
the houfe of commons, being ele@®ed for the bo-
rough of Wotton-Baflet, in Wiltthire, by family-
intereft, his father having ferved feveral times for
the fame place: fo that Mr. St. John, who was.
now about twenty-fix years of age, took his feat in
the fenate, with every poffible advantage.

He prefently chofe his party, and joined himfelf
to Robert Harley, Efg; who, in this parliament,
was chofen Speaker, for the firft time; and he .
made himfelf confpicuous before the end of the
feflion,

Perfevering fteadily in the fame conneclion, he
gained fuchan autherity and influence in the houfe,
that it was thought proper to reward his mt:rit(‘-i

¢ an



Lod BOLINGBROKE. 19

and April 10, 1704, he was appointed fecretary at
war, and of. the marines, As this poft created ‘a
conftant correfpondence with the duke of Marlbo-
rough, he became perfe@ly acquainted with the
worth of that great general, and zealoufly pro-
meted his intereft. v

It is remarkable, that the greateft events of the
war, fuch as the battles of Blenheim and Ramiliies,
and the feveral glorious attempts made by the duke
to fhorten the war by fome decifive aétion, fell out
while Mr. St. John was fecretary at war.

“When Mr. Harley was removed from the feals,
in 1707, Mr. St. John chofe to follow his fortune,
and the next day refigned his employments in the
adminiftration: he alfo followed his friend’s ex-
ample, and behaved, during :the whole feffion of
parliament, with great temper, fteadinefs, and de-
cency. He was not returned in the parliament
which was ele&ed in 1708 ; but upon the diflolu-
tion of it in 1710, Mr. Harley being made chan-
cellor and under-treafurer: of - the exchequer, the
important office of fecretary of ftate was given to
Mr. St. John ; and about the fame time he wrote
the famous letter to the Examiner. S

Upon the calling of a new-parliament, on the
25th of November, in that year, he was chofen
knight of the fhire for the county of Berks, and
alfe burgefs for Wotton-Baflet, and made his elec~ '
tion for the former. :

‘This large acceflion of -power placed him in a-
fphere of action that called forth all his abilities :
the Englith annals produce not a more trying junc-
ture ; and Mr. St. John- appeared equaf to every
occafion of trial.

He {uftained almoft the whole weight of the dif-
ficulties in negotiating the peace of Utrecht ; ‘and,
in July 1712, he was created baron ‘St. John of

- E 4 Le iard-
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Lediard-Tregoze in Wiltfhire, and vifcount Bo-
lingbroke. He was alfo, the fame year, appsinted
lord-lieutenant of the county of Effex,

But thefe honours by no means gratifying his
ambition, he formed a defign of taking the lead in
public affairs from his old frxend Mer. liglarley, then
earl of Oxford ; which.. proved in the iffue’ unfor-
tunate to them both,

It muft be obferved, that Paul St. John, earl
of BRolingbroke, a diftant relation, died on the
sth of October, preceding his creation. That by
his deceafe, though the barony of Blet{ho devolved
upon Sir Andrew St. John, éart. yet the earldom
became extinét, and the honour was promifed to
our author; but his prefence in the haufe of com-
mouns. being {o neceflary at that time, the lord-
treafurer prevailed upon him to remain there during
that feffion,, upon a promife that his rank fhould
be preferved to him ; but when he expeéted the old
mle thould have been revived in his favour, which,
conﬁdermg his fervices, parncularly in that feflion,
feemed reafonable enough, he was put off with this
of v1(count which he refented as an affront, and
looked on it as fo intended by the treafurer, wha
had got an ear}dom for himfelf ; being created eark
of Oxford,

Lord Bolingbroke’s own account of this tranfac-
tion is too entertammg to be omitted, efpecially as.
it ]u{hﬁes in fome meafure his mangeuvres to fup=
plant his political patron.

<« T continued, fays he, in the boufe of com-

mons during that important feflion which preceded
the peace, and which, by the {pirit fhewn through
the whole courfe of it, and the refolutions taken in
it, rendered the conclufion of the treaties pradli-
c?,blf?- After this, I was dragged into the houﬁE
o
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of lords in fuch a manner as to make my promo-
tion a punifhment, not a reward, there left to de~
fend the treaties alone,
< It would not have been hard, continues he,.
to have forced the earl of Oxford to ufe me better.
His good intentions began to be Rosy much doubted
of ; ‘the truth i is, 1o opinion of his fincerity had
ever taken root in the party ; and, which was worfe
perhaps fora man in his ftaticn, ’the opinion of his
capacity began. to fall apace. He was fo hard puthed
in the houfe of lords, in the beginning of 1712,
that he had been forced, in the middle of the feflion,
to perfuade the queen to make a promotion of twelve:
peers at once; whieh was an unprecedented and in-
vidious meafure, to be excufed by nothing but the
neceflity, and hardly by that. In the “houfe of
commons his credit was low, and my reputation
very high.  You know the nature of that affembly ;
they grow, like hounds, fond of the man who fhews
them gaime, and by whofe halloo they are ufed to
be encouraged. The thread of the negotiations,
which could not ftand ftill a moment,. without
going back, was in my hands : and before another’
man eould have made himfelf mafter of the bufi-
ncf:,, much time would have been loft, and great
incoaveniences would have followed. Some, “whor
oppofed the court foon after, began towaver then ::
and if I had not wanted the inclination, I fhould
have wanted no help, to do mifchicf. I knew the
way cf quitting my employments, and of retiring
from court when the fervice' of my party required-
; but I could not bring myfelf up to that refolu-~
tion, when the confequence of it muft have been
the breaking my party,. and the diftrefs of the pub-
lic affairs. 1 thought my miftrefs treated me ill,
but the fenfe of that duty which I owed her, came
in aid of other confiderations, and prevailed over
E s my
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my refentment, Thele fentiments, indeed, are fo
much out of fathion, that a man who avows them
is in danger of pafling for a bubble in the world :
yet they were, in the conjunéture 1 fpeak of, the
true motives of my conduét; and you faw me go
on as chearfully in the troublefeme and dangerous
work affigned me, as if I had been urder the ut-
moft fatisfaltion, 1 began, indeed, in my heart ta
renounce the friendfhip, which till that time [ had
preferved inviolable, for Oxford. I was not aware
of all his treachery, nor of the bafe and little
means which he employed then, and continued to
employ afterwards, to ruin me in the opinion of
the queen, and every where elfe. 1 fay, however,
that he had no friendfhip for zny body, and that
with refpect to me, inftead of having the ability to
render that merit, which I endeavoured to acquire,
an additional firength to himfelf, it became the ob-

ject of his jealoufy, and a reafon for undermining
me")

His lordfhip’s condu&, during the four laft years
of the reign of queen Anne, brought in queftion
both his religious and his political principles ; for,
though educated among the diffenters, and as it
has {%nce appeared, being attached to no {yftem of
religion whatever, he became a zealous high-
churchman; and was fecretly in the intereft of the
pretender, though he openly profefled an inclina-’
tion to ferve the houfe of Hanover. Hence it is
evident, that he complied with the temper of the
queen at. that time, with a view of being made
prime minifter. k

In 1714, foon after the acceflion of George the

_firtt to the throne, the feals, as might well be ex-
“pelled, were taken from him, and all the papers
in his office fecured, - However, during the fthort

) feflion
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feflion of parliament at this jun&ure, he applied
h:mfelf with his ufual induftry and vigour, to Keep
up the fpirit of the friends to the late adminiftration,
witheut omitting any proper occafion of teftifying
his refpeét and duty to his majefty ; in which fpirit
he aflitted in fettling the civil lift, and other necef-
fary points. But, foon after the meeting of the
new parliament, finding that an impeachment of
the late miniftry was refolved upon, he withdrew,,
and croffed the water privately to France, the laiter
end of March 1715,

Upon his arrival at Paris, he received an invita-
tion from the pretender, then at Barr, to engage
in his fervice ;  which he abfolutely refufed, and
made the beft application that his prefent circum-
{tances would admit, to prevent the profecution
againft him inEngland being carried to éxtremitic:.

After 2 thort ftay at Paris, he retired into Dau-
phin€, where he continued till the beginning of
July; when, upon receiving intimations from fome
of his party in England, of a proje&ted revolution,
he complied with afecond invitation from the pre-
tender ; and accepting from him the feals of fecre~
tary of ftate at Commercy, he fet out with them for
Paris ; in which city he arrived the latter end of the:
fame month, in order to procure from that court
the neceflary fuccours for his new mafter’s inteaded’
invafion of England.

The vote for impeaching him of high-treafon:
had paffed the houfe of commons on the 1oth of
June preceding ; and fix articles were fent up by
them to the lords on the 6th. of Auguft following =
and proclamations being iffued for him to furrender,.
which he did not obey, he was attainted of high
treafon on the 1oth of September the fame year.

The articles of impeachment againft his Jord--
fhip were carried into the houfe of commons by
kg ; E 6 Mr.
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Mr. Robert Walpole, and were in fubftance as:
follows :

Art, 1. That whereas he bad affured the minifters
of the ftates-general, by order from her majefty in
3711, thatfhe would make no peace but in concert
with them ; yet he fent Mr. Prior to France that
fame year, with propofals of a treaty of peace with.
that monarch, without the confent of the allies.

Art, 2. That headvifed and promoted the mak-
ing of a feparate treaty, or convention, with France,,
which was figned in September,

Art, 3. That he difclofed to Mr. Mefnager, the
French minifter at London, this convention, which
was the preliminary inftruétions to her majefty’s
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht in O&ober,

Art. 4. That her majefty’s final - inflruétions tor
her faid plenipotentiaries were difclofed by him to
the abbot Gualtier, an emiflary of France.

Art. 5. ‘That he difclofed to the French the
manner how Tournay in Flanders might be gained
by them. .

Art. 6. That headvifed and promoted the yield-
ing up of Spain and the Weft-Indies to the duke
of Anjou, then an enemy.to her majefty.

It muft not be omitted, that Sir Jofeph Jekyl,
a gentleman of the moft unbiafled integrity, and
great knowledge in the law, and a member of the
fecret committee, ebferved, that there was matter
more than enough to prove the charge againit lord
Bolingbroke, at the fame time that he declared his
opinion, thatthey had nothing fufficient to fuppost
the charge againft the earl of Oxford,

It is remarkable, that his new engagements had
the fame unfortunate iffue; for the year 1715 was
{carcely expired, when the feals and papers of his
new fecretary’s office were demanded and given up,
which was foon followed by an accufation branched, *

mto
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into feven articles, wherein he was impeached of
treachery, ineapacity, and negleét.: !

Thus difcarded abroad, he refolved to make his
peace, if poflible, at home; and in a fhort time,
by that activity which was chara&eriftic of his na-
ture, and with which he conftantly profecuted all
his defigns, he procured, through the mediaticn of
the earl of Stair, then. the Britith ambafiador at the
¥rench court, a promife of pardon, upon certain
conditions, from his majelty king George I. who,
on the 2d of July 1716, created his father baron of
Batterfea in the county of Surry, and vifcount St.
John ; but he himfelf was not reftored in blood, nor’
enabled to fucceed to his father’s peerage. '

An extraordinary variety of diftrefsful eventshad.
thrown him into a flate of refle¢tion ; and this pro--
duced, by way of relief, his ¢ Confolatio Philofo-
phica,” which he wrote the fame year, under the
title of refleflions upon exile. He had alfo this
year wrote feveral letters in anfwer to the charge
brought againft him by the prctender and his adhe-
rents ; and the following year, he drew up a vindi-
cation of - his whole conduét with refpet to the to-
ries, in the form of a letter to Sir William Wynd-
bam, He alfo took another method of fupporting
his fpirits ; his firft lady being dead, he efpoufed
about this time alady of great merit, who was nieee
to the famous madam de Maintenon, and widow
of the marquis de Villette; with whom he had a
very large fortune, which was, however, encum-
bered by a long and troublefome Jaw-fuit.

In the company and converfation of this-lady
he pafled his time inFrance, fometimes in the coun=
try, and fometimes at the capital, till 17235 in
which year, after the breaking up of the parliament,
his majefty was pleafed to grant him a full and free

. pardon, Upon the fisrft notice of this favour, the
’ expectation
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expeétation of which had been the governing prin-
ciple of his political conduét for feveral years, he
returned to his native country.

It is obfervable, that Dr. Atterbury, the famous
bifhop of Rochefter, who was banifhed at this very
juncture, happening, on his being fet athore atCa-
{ais, to hear that lord Bolingbioke was there, on
his return to England, made this remark: Then
I am exchanged. And, from the following circum--
ftances, we may conclude the bifhop’s conjecture
was well founded :

- Bolingbroke’s leave to return home was granted
immediately after the a& for banithing Atterbury
had received the royal affent; and this leave was’
obtained at the prefiing inftance of - lord Harcourt,
who, had fhewed great warmth in profecuting the
bithop. We are told alfo, that Sir Robert Wal-
pole, who was obferved not to be particularly en-
gaged againit the latter, oppofed the return of Bo-
lingbroke very warmly in-a fpeech at the council-
board, when the motion for it was made by Har-
court. £
- And two years aftcrwards, having obtained an
2& of parliament to reftore him to his family in-
heritance, and enabling him likewife to poflefs
any purchafe he fhould make of any other real or
perfonal .eftates .in the kingdom, he pitched upon
a feat of lord Tankerville’s, at Dawley, near Ux-
bridge, in Middlefex,” where he fettled with his
lady, and indulged the pleafure of gratifying his
elegant tafte, by improving it into a moft charm-
ing villa, pi€turefque of the prefent ftate of his for-
tune ; and here he amufed himfelf with rural em-
ployments.

We havea fketch of his lordfhip’s way of life
at this retreat, in a letter toDr. Swift by Mr. Pope,
who omits no opportunity of painting himr in the
i . moft

n
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moft amiable colours. This letter is dated at Daw=
ley, June 8, 1728, and begins thus :
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¢¢ I now hold the pen for my lord Bolingbroke,
who is readingyour letter between two hay-
cocks; but his attention is. fomewhat diverted,
by cafting his eyes on the clouds, nect in admi-
ration of what you fay, but for fear of a fhower.

He is pleafed with your placing him in the tri-

umvirate between yourfelf and me; though he
fays, that he doubts he fhall fare like Lep:dus:
while oné of us runs away with all the power,
like Auguftus; and another with all the plea-
fure like Anthony. It is upona forefight of this,
that he has fitt-d up his farm; and you will
agree, that this fcheme of retreat is not founded
upon weak appearances. Upon his return from
Bath, he finds all peccant humours are purged
out of him ; and his great temperance and ceco-
nomy are fo fignal, that the firft is fit for my
conftitution, and the latter would enable you
to lay up fo much money, as to buy a bithoprick
in England.  As to thereturn of his health and
vigour, were you here you might enquire of his .
haymakers : but as to his temperance 1 can an-
fwer, that for one whole day we had nothing for
dinner,, bat mutton broth, beans and bacon,
and a barn door fowl.—Now his Jordfhip is run
after his cart, Ihave a moment left to myfelf to
tell you, that I overheard him yefterday agree
with a painter,. for 200-pounds, -to paint his
country hall with rakes, fpades, prongs, &c.
and other ornaments, merely to countenance
bis calling this place a farm.”

Happy would it have been fcr his lordfhip if he

could have remained content in this delightful re~
treat, and have verified a paffage in one of his let-
ters toSwift. ¢¢ Neither my enemies nor my friends

wil}
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will find it an eafy matter to tranfplant me ! But

the feeds of ambition were too deeply rooted in_his

conftitution ; he pined after a feat in the houfe of

lords, and fome fhare in the adminiftration of go-
vernment ; and being difappointed in thefe views,

about the year 1726, he became 2 .warm anti-mi-

nitterial writer, and foon diftinguifhed himfelf by

a_multitude of pieces, wrote during the fnort re-
mainder of that reign, and likewife for {feveral ycars

under the late, with great freedom and boldnefs,

again{t the meafures that were then purfued.

In the height of thefe political difputes, he found
fome fpare hours for the meditations of Philofophy,
and drew up feveral eflays upon metaphyfical fub--
jeéts.  Having carried on his part of the fiege
againft the minifter, Sir Robert Walpole, with in-
imitable fpirit for ten years, he laid down his pen,
upon a difagreement with his principal coadjutors ;.
and, in 1735, retired again to France, in a full
refolution never more to engage in public bufinefs.

It has been obferved, that, inthe profecution of
this controverfy, our ftatefman found himfelf ob-
liged, from the beginning, to recommend the earl
of Oxford’s old fcheme, a coalition of parties (then
called the Broad-bottom Scheme) the "Fories being
at this time out of any condition to aim at places’ .
and power, except as auxiliaries,

His lordthip’s own words, moft clearly explain
the circumftaneces under which he wrote, and which
obliged him to lay afide his pen.

¢ ‘The ftrange fituation I am in, and the me-
lancholy fituation of public affairs, take up much
of my time, divide or even diffipate my thoughts ;
or, ‘which is worfe, drag the mind down, by per-
petual interruptions, from a philofophical tone or
temper to -the drudgery of private and public bufi~
nefs, The laft lies neareft my heart. And, fince

Iam
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I am once more engaged in the {ervice of my coun-
try, difarmed, gagg’d, and almoft bound as I am,
I.will not abandon it as long as the integrity and
perfeverance of thofe wlto are under none of thele
difadvantages, and with whom I now co-operate,
make it reafonable for me to aét the fame part.”

. As foon as the line of oppofition was cut, he de-
clared, that no fthadow of duty obliged him to go
further ; his new friends having deferted him to.go
oyer to the miniftry.

Plato, he obferves, ceafed to a& for the com-
monwealth when he ceafed to perfuade: and Solon
laid down his arms before the public magaziner,
when Pififtratus grew too ftrong to be oppofed any
longer with hopes of fuccefs. ' ;

His lordfhip followed thefe examples, but not
without collecting his utmoft foree to give a part-
ing-blew to the minifter; which of all his mafter]
pieces is generally efteemed the beft.. :

He had now paffed the 6oth year of his age,
and had %one through as great a variety of fcenes,
beth of pleafure and bufinefs, in alive life, as any
of his contemporaries. He had pufhed: matters as
far towards reinftating himfelf in the full poflefion
.of his former honours, as the mere dint of talents
and application could ge.; and was at length expe-
rimentally convinced, that the decree was abfo-
lutely. irveverfible, and the doors of the cabinet
finally fhut againft him. f :

If, in the decline of his life, he became lefs con<
fpicuous, he became more amiable; and he was far
from fuffering the hours to flide away unufefully.

He had not been long -at his retreat near Fon-
tainbleau, when he began a courfe of Letters on
the Study and Ufe of Hiftory, for the ufe of a
young nobleman of diftinguifhed worth and capa-
city. 1

g In
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In the mean time, it was obvious, that a perfos
of fo a&ive an ambition as he was tempered with,
muft lie greatly open to ridicule, in affuming are-
figned philofophical air of {tudy and centemplation.

 He faw it; and, to obviate the cenfure, he ad-
drefled a Letter to lord Bathurft, upon the True
Ulfe of Retirement-and Study ; in which he defends
himfelf in fo mafterly a manner, that we cannot
refift the impulfe to give it a place, for the benefic
of thofe who may be {tudying clegant compofition.

¢ To fet about acquiring the habits of medita-

tion and ftudy, late in life, is like getting into a.
geo-cart with a grey beard, and learning to walk -

when we have loft the ufe of our legs. In general,
the foundation of a happy old age muft be laid in
youth; and, in particular, he who has not culti-
vated his reafon young, will be utterly unable to
improve it old.. Manent ingenia fenibus,. modo
permaneant ftudium & induftria,

¢ Not only a love. of ftudy, and a defire of
knowledge, muft have grown up with us, but fuch
an induftrious application likewife, as requires the

whole vigour of the mind to be exerted in the pur-

fuit of truth, through long trains of ideas, and all'

«

thofe dark récefles, wherein man, not Ged, has -

hid it '
¢¢ This love, and this defire, I have felt all my

life ; and I am not quite a ftranger to this induftry

and application, There has been fomething always
ready to whifper in my ear, whilft I ran the courfe of
pleafure and bufinefs, << Solve fenefcentum mature
fanus equum.” But my genius, unlike the demon
of Socrates, whifpered fo foftly, that very often I
heard him not in the hurry of thofe paffions by
which I was tranfported ; fome calmer hours there
were, in them I hearkened to him ; refle&tion had:

ni often
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often its turn; and the love of ftudy, and the de-
fire of knowledge, have never quite abandoned me.
1 am not therefore entirely unprepared for the life
1 will lead ; and it'is pot without reafon that I
promife myfelf more fatisfadtion in the latter part
of it, than I ever knew in the former.” :

Upon the death of his father in 1742, his lord-
thip returned to England, and fettled ‘at Batterfea,
the ancient feat of his family ; where he pafied the
remainder of his days in retirement ;- refolving,
fince he could not obtain his feat again in the houfe
of peers, never more to meddle in public affairs.

After the conclufion of 'the late inaufpicious war,
in 1748, the meafures taken in the adminiftration
feem not to have been repugnant to his notions of
political prudence for that juncture; and what
thefe were, is feen, in part, in fome refletions
written by him in 1749, On the Prefent State of -
the Nation, principally with Regard to her Taxes
and Debts, 2nd on the Caufes and Confequences
of them. :

This undertaking was left unfinithed, nor did
he furvive it long. He had often wifhed to breathe
his laft at Batterfea ;' an event which happened on
the 15th of November 1751, on the verge of four-
fcore years of age.

His remains were interred with thofe of his an~
ceftors, in that church; where there is a marble
monument erected to his memory, with this infcrip-
tion ;
: Here lies

HeEnrRy ST. Joun;

In the reign of Queen Anne
Secretary of War, Secretary of State
And Vifcount BOLINGBROKE.
In the days of King George 1.
And King George 11.

Something



g2 HENRY SAINT-JOHN, &c.

Sorething more and better.,

His attachment to Queen Anne
Expofed him to a long and fevere perfecution,
He bore it with firmnefs of mind.
The enemy of no national party,

"Phe friend of no fattion,
Diftinguithed under the cloud of a prof¢ription,
Which had not been entirely taken off,
By zeal to maintain the liberty
And to reftore the ancient profperity
Of Great Britain.

He furvived all his brothers ; fo that the eftate
and honour defcended to his nephew, the prefent
lord vifcount Bolingbroke and St. John, whom he
conftituted likewife his teftamentary-heir: and, as
his lady died many years before him, fo the dif-
putes in law about her fortune happening to be
finally determined about the time of his deceafe, by
that lucky event, the nephew reaped the whole
benefit of his uncle’s kindnefs immediately. :

'His lordfhip left the care and advantage of his.
manufcripts ‘to Mr. Malkt, who publifthed three:
tralts, in one volume 8vo, in 1753, and four vo-
lumes more the following year ; in which the truf-.
tee, it feems, confulted his own profit, more than.
his noble benefattor’s fame ; as appears from a pre-
fentment of the grand jury of Weftminfter, made
on the fixteenth of October the fame year, 17545
of thefe pofthumous works in four volumes, ¢ as
tending, in the general fcope of feveral pieces
therein contained, as well as many particular ex-
preflions which had been laid before them, to the
fubverfion of religion, government, and morality ;
and being alfo againft his majefty’s peace.”

Indeed it is almoft needlefs to tell the world
now, that,, in refpet ta his religion, he was un-

| doubtedly
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doubtedly a profeffed deift, but ignorance and ma-
lice carri.d the charge farther, and the theological
differtations in his pofthumous works have been
‘branded as atheifticat, without the leaft thadow of
realon or evidence. In a word, with all his pal-
fions, and with all his faults, he will perhaps, fays
the writer of his life; *¢ be acknowledged; by pol-
terity in general, as I think he is by the majority
of the prelent age, to have been, in many refpects;
one of the moft extraordinary perfons who adorn=-
ed i.”

®. % Authorities. Memoirs of the life of lord
Bolingbroke prefixed to Ris works.. Rapin’s Hift.
©of England, vol, 24. 8vo. edit.  Aunnals of Geo,I:
vol, 1. and 2.

The L1FE® of-
Major GENERAL
JAMES WOLFB.
[ A.D. 1726, to 1759. ]

AT O zra of the Britifh hiftory exhibits brighter

examples of military glory, than thatin which
the immortal Wolfe ftood forth to rival the greateft
chara&ers of antiquity. In his time, an animated
Jove of their country, and an ardent zeal in its fer-
vice, prevailed amongft the land and {ea officers,
which communicated the influence of example to
the private men, and, under provideénce, ‘pr‘od;lceg

e uc
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fuch a feries of rapid and fignal fucceflts as can
{carce be paralleled in the annals of any nation.
T'he lufire they refleted on the fovercign, en
the able: minifter who had the chief management of
public affairsy, and on the whole nation, is fiil
frefh in the memaries of meft of our countrymen.
May fimilar circumitences in future times call
forth the exertions of equzal wifdom in the cabinet,
and of as fignal valour in the field; znd on the
ocean ! but till this happens, let us be permitted,
without meaning to give offence to the powers in
_beinz, to recommend to the rifing generation an
sttentive perufal of the great events which diftin-
guith the year 1750, in our hiftory, and the three
following years; when Great Britain, I'ke the fa-
bled pheenix, {ecmed to acquire new life and vigeur
from the athes of her beloved here, and foared to
the fummit of human grandeur,
" Inclination as well as duty now lead the editor to
lay before his readers the few, but glorious, inci-
dents of the fhort life of a gallant young officer,
who .had a principal fhare in forming the national
glory of this wra, &7 el
James Wolfe was the fonof lieutenant general
Edward Wolfe, an officer of diftinguithed worth,
who ferved under the duke of Marlborough, and
was very aétive under general Wightman, in fup-
prefling the rebellicn of 1715, in Scotland. His
.renowned-fon, was born at Wefterham, in the coun-
ty of Kent, as it appears by his baptifimal regifter,
bearing date, the 11th of January 1726. ltis to
be lamented that we have no memoirs of his juve-
nile years ; for in the firlt dawnings of reafon, men
of fuperior genius often difcover unerring indica-
tions of uncommen abilities ; perhaps in his very
fports and paftimes, we mighthave traced that amaz-
ing fortitude, indefatigzble affiduity, cool judg-
ment
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Jnent and alacrity, for which he was afterwards o
juftly famed : to cradle prefages, and the wonder-
ful ftories of fond mothers, and do:ting nurfes, we
havealready fhewn our averfion, in the life of Croni-
well, but we think there is another extreme into
‘which parents and guardians are too apt to fall,
which is, a want of attention to the frft difcove-
Ties in boysy of a predileition for particular pro-
feflions or employments inlife, Qwing to this de-
ficiency in fome, and the fixed determination in
others, to force youth into that clafs of life for
which they have deftined them, without any foli-
citude about the probability of their making a -
gure in it, we daily fec men -of noble and wealthy
_tumilies, and others in the inferior claffes of fociety,
moft miferably mifplaced both in church and ftate.

, 1t is moft probable that gencral Wolfe’s father
was not onc cf thofe undifcerning or prejudiced
parents, but that he difeovered in his fon an early
inclination for the military profefion, for he muit
have been educated for the army almoft from his
infancy, fince honourable mention is made of his
perfenal bravery at the battie of La-feldty in Auftrian
Flanders, fought in the year 1747, when he was
only in the twentieth year of his age. We are not
told what raik he held ut that time; but his royal
highnefs, the Jate duke of Cumberland, the com-
mander in chief, highly extolled his behaviour, and
took every opportunity to reward him by promo-
tion. The gradations of his rife are not afcertained,
we are only informed, that during the whole war,
he continued improving his military. talents, that
he was prefent at every engagement, and never
pafled undiftinguifhed. His promotion, therefore,
muft have been as rapid as his merit was great, for
we find him holding the rank of lieutenant colonel
of Kingfley’s regiment foon after the peace of Aix

Ia
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la Chapelle in 1748. In this ftation; during the
pecace, he continually cultivated the art of war
and introduced the moft exact difcipline, and regu=
lar behaviour into his corps, without exercifing any
feverity ; the love his foldiers bore him, being ma-
nifefted in their readinefs to obey his orders. ¢
In the year 17554, a frefh rupture with France
feemed inevitable; from the evafive anfwers given
by that court to the repeated remonftrances made
by the Britith ambaflador, againft the depredations
and encroachments made by their fubjetts at the
back of the Britifh fettlements, along the banks of
the river Ohio, in North America; they even went
fo far as to build forts within two hundred and
twenty-five miles of Philadelphia. Hoftilities ccm-
menced on both fides, in confequence of this vio=
lation of the treaty of peace, but war was not for-
mally declared til{1756 s and for a fhort time, no=
thing bur difappointments and loffes attended thé
ritifh arms, till the great Mr. Pitt, who has fince
loft that name, and with it his reputation, in thé
inglorious title of earl of Chatham, being firmly
feated at the head of the adminiftration, gave one
of the moft ftriking proofs of his fuperior abilities
for condulling an extenfive war, by feeking fof
‘and employing in the land and fea-fervice, men of
the moft enterprifing and active genius, who had
fignalized themfelves, upon important occafions, in
a manner far beyond what could be expeéted, either
from their years or experience. Of this pumber
was colonel Wolfe, who was raifed by the minifter
to the rank of brigadier-general, and fentout under
major-general Amherft, upon the grand expedition
againft Louifbourg, . the capital of the ifland of
Cape Breton. At the fiege of this important place,
he greatly raifed his military reputation; for he was
the firft general officer who landed the left-diviﬁox}
: o
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of the army, amidit the firong and continued fire
of the enemy from their batteries on the thore ;
and, notwithftanding an impetuous furf, which
overfet fome of the boats, he calmly gave orders
to be rowed to the fhore, where he exhibited un-
common valour and. aéivity, by making good his
defcent, and maintaining his poft, till he had co-
vered the debarkation of the middle and the right
divifions of the land forces, cotnmanded by briga=
diers Whitmore and Lawrence., He then marched
with a ftrong detachment round the north-eaft par¢
of the harboury and took poffeflion of the Light- -
houfe point, where he erccted feveral batteries
againft thé thips and the ifland - fortification ; by
which dexterous maneeuvre, the fuccefs of thewhole
enterprize was in a great meafure fecured. The
regular approaches to the town were now conducted
by the engineers, under the immediate command
and infpection of general Amherft; but {till the
indefatigable Wolfe, with his detached party, raifed
feveral batteries,” wheréver he found a proper. fitua-
tion for annoying the enemy ; and thefe did great ex-
ecution both.within the town and upon the thipping
in the harbour.- On the 27th day.of July 1758,
Louifbourg furrendered ; and captain Ambherft,
brother to the general, was difpatched in a veflel
to carry the joyful news to England; he alfo car-
ried with him eleven pair of colours taken at the
fiege, which were carried in great triumph, from
the palace at Kenfington to St. Paul’s.

The principal fhare brigadier Wolfe was known
to have had in this important conqueft, induced
our able ftatefman to make choice of him to com-
mand a ftill more capital expedition the enfuing
campaign : with this view he was promeoted to the
rank of major-general. :

VO L. . VI. E Thq



K BRITISH PLUTARCH.

The plan of operations for the campaign of 1759
in North America, was then concerted in the ca-
binet ; and it was refolved that Wolfe, as foon as
the feafon of the year would admit, thould fail up
the river St. Laurence, with a body of 8ooo men,
aided by a confiderable fquadron of thips fromEng-
land, to undertake the ficge of Quebec ; that gene-
ral Amhcr(’c the commander in chief, Thould with
another army of about 12000 men, reduce Ticen-
deroga and Crown Point, crofs the lake Champ-
lain, procced along the river Richlieu to the banks
of St. Laurence, and join general Wolfe in the fiege
of Quebec. - General Amherft however, though he
fucceeded in reducing Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, afterwards found himfelf under a necef-
fity to fupport that part of the plan which had
been entruited to brigadier Prideaux, who was to
attack Niagara; in which attempt he was killed
by the burfling of a cohorn, while he was vifiting
the trenches, Upon receiving the news of this di-
fafter, and that the French had been reinforced,
general Amherft fent a large detachment from his
army, under brigadicr GGage, to join Sir William
Johnfon, on whom the command devolved, and to

“{uftain the fiege ; Niagara furrendered after 2 victo-
ry gained over the French on the 24th of July 175093
and thus two partsin three of the plan of operations

“was happily executed ; but the time neceffarily em-
ployed in thefe fervices made it impoflible to com-
ply with the general mﬁru&mns to affift Wolfe in
the fiege of Quebec.

The flects from England deftined for that ex-
pedition, ‘under the command of the ‘admirals
Saunders: and Holmes,  arrived at’ Luulfbourg in
May, and took on board the ‘8oco Jand forces,
whofe operations at Quebec were' to be condutted
by general Wolfe, as commander in’ chief,’ 1‘nd

under
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_under him by the brigadiers, Monckton, Tows-

_thend, and Murray : thus this arduous undertak-
ing was entrufted, with refpect to the land fervice,
to four‘young officers, in the flower of their age,
a very fingular inftance, not a fingle veteran hav-
ing any principal command in the enterprize. The
armament failed up the river St. Lawrence without
any interruption, and, about the latter end of
June, the troops were landed in two divifions upan
the ifle of Orleans, a little below Quebec, -

General Wolfe, upon landing, publithed a ma-
nifefto, offering every proteftion and indulgence
to the inhabitants, if they would remain neuter;
he reprefented to them, in the ftrongeft terms, the
folly of refiftance, as the Englifh flect were mafters
of the river St. Laurence, {o as to intercept all fuc-
cours from Europe; he informed them, that the
cruelties exercifed by the French upon Britifh fub-
jeéts in America might juftify the moft fevere re-
prifals ; but Britons had too much generofity to fal-
low fuch examples. In a word, he offered to the
Canadians, the full enjoyment of. their religicn,
and of their effects, if they would behave peace-

. ably ; at the fame time, he cautioned them again(t
provoking him to adopt violent meafures, by any
infults on their part.

This humane declaration, which, to the honour
of general Wolfe, was penned in the moft per-
fuafive and pathetic ftyle, had no immediate eftect,
but it was not long before the influcice of the
priefts flimulated them to join the fealping pariies
of the Indians, and to fally from the woods upon
foine unguarded itragglers of the Britith army,
whom they flaughtered with the moit inhamgn
circum{itances of barbarity.,” Wolfe new, wrote a
polite remondtrance to M. de Montealm, the French
generaly defiripg him to exert his authority over

€2 the.
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the French and the Indians, to prevent fuch enots
mities, as being contrary to the rules of war,
otherwife ke muft retaliatey by <burning’ their vil-
lages and laying vrafte their planrations. ““In “all
probability the Freiich general’s authority was not
fufficient to curb the ferocity of thefe favages; fo
that general Wolfe found it neceflary, in order to
put a ftop to thefe outrages, to fufter our people
to retaliate upon forhe of their prifoners, whic
had the defired effedt, .
M. de Montcalm, though fuperior in numbers
to the Englifh, chofe to' depend upon the natural
ftrength of the country, rather than run the rifk of
a general engagement in the field. The city “of
Quebee was {xilfully fortified, defended by a nu-
tierous garrifon; and plentifully fupplied with pro=
vifions and ammuniticn.  Montcalm had reinforced
the troops of the colony with'five regular battaliornis,
formed of the chioicet citizens, and had completely
difciplined all the Canadians of the neighbourhiood
capable of bearing armis, with the feveral tribes of
favages. With this army’ he had taken poft-in a
very advantageous fituation along the fhore; evq?
acceflible part of his camp being deeply intrénched.
To undertake the fiege of Quebec agzinft fuch ad-
vantages and fuperior numbers was a deviation
from the eftablifhed rules of war; but no’ profpec
of danger could reftrain the ardou: of Wolfe, and
at this time lre entertained ftrenx hopes of being
jo ned by general Amherit.
The neceflary works for the fecurity of the hof=
i al, and of the ftores on the the ifland of Orleans
geing. completed in July, the Britith forees croffed
the north channel in boats, and encamped on the
banks of the river Montmorenci, which feparated
them from the left divifion of the encmy’s camp,
‘The general now wrote to Mr, Pitt, deferibing his
fituationy
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fituation, -and afligning moft excellent reafons for
the choice of his ground: Amongft others, that
there wasa ford below the falls of Mo .tmorenci,
paflable for fome hours at the ebb of the tide, and
he hoped by means of this paffage to find an oppor-
tunity of engaging Montcalm -upon more advanta-
geous terms than direCtly to atrack his intrench-
ments. Y i
+ In this pofition the Britith army remzined a con-
fiderable time, expecting news every day from ge-
neral Amherft, and conflantly. employed in fome
enterprize againft the enemy, in order to facilitate
the final attack on Quebec.  Brigadier Monckton
with one detachment, diflodged the French from
point Levi, on the fouth fhore oppofite the city,
and colonel Carlton with another, took poflcflion
of the weftern point of the ifland of Orleans ; both;
thefe pofts they. fortified, and erefted batteries,
which played with, fuch fuccefs, that they greatly
damaged the upper, and almoft demotifhed the lower
town. ' To balance thefe advantages, our troops-
met with frequent repulfes, and fome lofles in re-
connoitring the fordable parts of the river.
At length difpofitions .were made for attacking
-the enemy’s intrenchments, in order to bring on a
general engagement ;5 and on the laft day of July,
it was refolved to ftorm. a redoubt built clofe to the’
water’s edge, and within gun-fhot of the intrench-
ments; * but inftead of- defending it, which muft
have produced the effe& Wolfe expected, the French
abandoned. it ; and thirteen companies of our gre-
nadiers, animated by the confufion they obferved
the French were thrown into from the hot fire kept
up bfy the Centurion, while the troops were land-
ing from boats, on the enemy’s fide of the river,
inconfiderately rufhed on to the French intrench-
ments, without waiting for the difembarkation of

¥Fa the
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the reft of the army; this ill timed impetuofity, and
another accident of fome boats getting aground oft
point Levi, difconcerted the whole plan; for the’
gremadiers were repulfed,” the French had time tore-.
cover from their furprife at this bold attempt, and
intélligence was now received from fome prifoners’
taken by brigadier Murrdy in a fuccefsful defcent at
Chambaud, that general Amherft had taken Nia-
gara-and Crown’ Point, but was obliged to employ
all his forces againft M. de Burlemaque, who was
pofted with a ftrong corps at the ifle aux Noix.
* Thus deprived of all hopes of reinforcement from
that quarter, general Wolfe returned without nio-
leftation to his old camp on the other fide of the
river; and here difappointment and fatigue threw'
him into a fever and flux, which reduced him very-
Jow. And in this unhappy ftate of mind and body,’
he difpatched an exprefs to England, with an account
of his proccedings, but written” in the flyle of.a
defponding man, to which; perhaps the fuccefs of
the generals in other parts of America contributed ¢
as'he-might think the fame good news would be ex-
pected from him' by the public at home, who had:
been accuttomed to hear of nothing but hisconquetts.
Yet fuch was the perfpicuity and accuracy of his
juftification of his meafures, ‘that the difpatch was
received with applaufe, though the expedition had
not been fuccefsful. 3
As foon as the general recovered a little ftrength;
he went on board the admiral; and thefe two com-
marnders, with a proper armament, went up the ri=
ver, pafled the town unmolefted, and reconnoitred
it, iniorder to judge if an affault was practicable.
“T'heir opinion concurred with that of the chief en=
gineer : they all agreed, that fuch an attack could
not be hazarded with any profpet of fuccefs; and
the next meafure taken wasy to break up the camp
; ag
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at Montmorenci, as no poflibility.appeared of at-.
tacking the enemy above the town. A refolution
was now formed to change the plan of operations ;
and the three brigadiers advifed the general to tran{-
port the troops in the night, and land them within
a league of cape Diamond, below the town, in hopes
of afcending the heights of Abraham, which rife
abruptly with a fteep afcent from the banks of the
river, that they might gain pofleffion of the plain at
the back of the city, on that fide but weakly for-

tified. LA
The dangers and difficulties attending the exe-
cution of this defign were fo very great, that none
but fuch an enterprifing general, who was well af-
fured of the affeCtions of his troops, would have
ventured to propofe it to them : the veterans of an-
* cientRome often mutinied upon lefs hazardous un-’ -
dertakings; but Wolfe readily aflented to the daring
projet of his brave affociates in the war, and ani-
mated his troops by leading them on in perfon, en-
feebled as he was by his diftemper. The nzceflary
preparations being made, and the time fixed for this
moit aftonifhing attempt, admiral Holmes, with a
view of deceiving the enemy, . moved with his fqua-
dron higher up the river than the old camp, .and
this had the defired effe€t, for his motions were
watched till night came on, by a detachment of the
French, who lined that part of the thore, under the
command of M. deBouganville. But in the night,
the admiral, purfuant to his inftrucions, fell down'
the river to cover the landing of the troops. About
one in the morning of the 12th -of September, the
firft embarkation, confifting of four complete regi-
ments, the light infantry, commanded by colonel
Howe, a detachment of highlanders, and the Ame-
rican grenadiers fell gently down the. river in flat
bottom boats, under the conduét of the brigadiers
F 4 * Monckton
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Monckton and Murray ; but general Wolfe accom-
panied them, and was among the firft who landed ;
no accident happened, except their over fhooting
the intended place of landing, owing to the rapidi-
ty of the tide.

As thefe troops landed, the boats were fent back
for the fecond embarkation, which was fuperintend-
ed by brigadierTownfend. In the mean time, co-
lonel Howe, with the light infantry and the high-
landers, afcended the woody precipices with admi-
rable courage and ativity ; and diflodged a captain’s
guard, who defended a fmall intrenched narrow
path, by which alone the other forces could reach
the fummit. They then mounted without further
moleftation ; and general Wolfe drew them up in
order of battle as they arrived. :

The marquis deMontcalm was thunderftruck at
the intelligence, that the Englith had gained the
heights of Abraham; and knowing the weaknefs of
the city on that fide, he was at no lofs to determine
that a general engagement was unavoidable, Ad-
vancing therefore, with his whole force in fuch or-
der of battle as thewed a defign to flank the Englith
forces on the left, brigadier Townlhend with the
regiment of Amherft was fent to prevent it, by form-
ing his corps en potence; prefenting a double front to
the enemy:. The French were molt advantageoully
pofted, with bufhes and corn fields in- their front,
fined with 1500 of their befl markfmen, who began
the allion with an irregular galling fire, and this
they kept up till it proved fatal to many of our brave
officers, fingled out by them for deftruction.

At about nine in the morning, the enemy advanc-
ed to the charge with great order and refolution, but
their fire was irregular and ineffectual. On the con-
trary, theBritifh forces referved their fhot until the
¥rench had approached within forty yards of their

line :
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line : then-they poured in a terrible difcharge, and
continued the fire with the greateft a&wlty and
fuccefs. The gal] nt general Wolfe was {lationed
on the right, at the head of Bragg’s regiment and
the Louitbourg grenadiers, the pott of honour, for
here the attack was moft warm. As he ftood daunt-
lefs and confpicuous in the front of the line, he had
been aimcd at by the enemy’s mark{men, and receiv-
ed a fhot in the wrilt; but neither pain nor danger
had any effeét to makc him retire from his ftation.
Having wrapped an handkerchief round his wrilt,

he contmued giving his orders without emotion, and
advanced at the head of the grenadners, with theu'
bayonets fixed, when another ball, moft probably
from the fame markfman, pierced the breaft of this
intrepid hero, who fcll in the arms of victory, juft
as the enemy gave way ; ‘and at the very inftant
when every feparate 1c11ment of the Britith army
fcemed to exert itfelf for the honour of its own
corps.

‘T'he wounded general was carried oft to a fmalf
diftance in the rear, where roufed from fainting
fits, in the agonies of death, by the loud cry of tbey
run! they run! he with great eagerne(s cnquired,
who run? and bemg told theFrench, and that they
were defeated, he added, in a fau}termxr voice, then
I thank God, I die contcnted ! and almoﬂ inftantly
expired.

Much about the fame time, brigadier-general
Monckton, the fecond in command, was danger-
ouﬂy wounded at the head of the regiment of Laf—
celles, and then the command devolved on briga-
drer—genernl Townthend, who had the honour of
completmg the victory.

The particulars of this glorious battle are foreign
to the pian of this work ; and the editor carefully
avmds entering into a detail, from a confcioufnefs

‘Fs ; of
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of "his own inability to give an accurate account,
in all its forms, for want of that profeflional know-
ledge, without which, all relations of military ope-
rations muft be not cnly defective, but difguftful
to judicious réaders, and more efpecially fo, in this
cafe, to the living officers, who had a fhare in the
honour of the day, and muft regret any accidental
mifreprefentation, - arifing from ignorance of the’
fubject. u :
Suffice it then to fay, that never was a battle
fought which did more honour to the officers, and
even to the private men on both fides, than this.
‘The higheft encomiums were ‘beftowed on, and
juftly merited by the marquis de Montcalm, the
French general, who was mortally wounded, and
who diftinguifhed himfelf in his laft moments, by
an affettionate regard for his countrymen, in writ-
ing a letter to general Townfhend, to recommend
the French prifoners ¢ to that generous humanity,
by which the Britifh nation has been always dif=
tinguifhed :” he died in Quebec a few days after the
battle. His fecond in command was left wounded
on the field, and was conveyed from thence on
“board an Englith fhip, where he expired the next
day. '
Xl"he death of Montcalm, which was an irrepar-
able lofs to France, in America, threw the Cana-
dians into the utmoft confternation; confufior
prevailed in the councils held at Quebec, and fce-
ing themfelves invefted by the Britith fleet, which,
after the viGory, failed up in a difpofition to attack
the lower town, while the upper fhould be affaulted
by general Townfhend ; they gave up all for loft,
and fent out a flag of truce, with propofals of ca-
pitulation, which were judicioufly accepted by
~general Townfhend and admiral Saunders, and
figned early the next morning. A meafure wgich'
ocs
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does the greateflt honour: to their judgment; for
the place was not yet completely invefted, the
encmy were on the point of receiving a ftrong re-
inforcement from Montreal, and M. de Bougan-
ville, at the head of 800 frefh men, with a convoy
of provifions, was almoft at the gates of the town
on the day of its furrender. A new army was like-
wife affembling in the neighbourhood, with which’
the city continued to have a free communication
on one fide after the battle; and the Britifh troops
in a little time, the feafon being far advanced, muft
have been obliged to defift from their opcrations
by the feverity of the weather, and even to have
retired with their fleet before the approach-of win-
ter, when the river St. Laurence is conftantly
frozen up. 3 Z

It is difficult to defcribe the various emotions/
with which the people were atfected, when the
news of this aftonifhing fuccefs in Canada arrived
in:England, The melancholy difpatch which ge-
neral Wolfe had fent off, after his difappointment
at the falls of Montmorenci, owing to:contrary
winds, was not received, or at lealt not made
known to the public, -till two days before the fhip.
arrived which had been difpatched with the joyful
news of the victory, and the {urrender of Quebec,
to which was tacked the mournful fequel of the
death of the Conqueror of Canada.

A mixture of pity and affliction attended the na-
tional triumph upon this occafion, and was ftrongly
exprefled in the congratulatory addreffes, prefented
by all the-corporate bodies and public focicties of
the three kingdoms, to his late majefty.

A day of folemn thankfgiving was appointed
throughout all the dominions 0% Great Britain ;
and, when the parliament affembled, Mr. Pitt,
in the houfe of commons, with that encrgy of elo-

S8 ) “quence,
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quence, peculiar to himfelf, when he was in the
zenith of his glory, expatiated -upon the fuccefles
of the campaign, and dwelt on the trenfcendent
merit of the deceafed general in fuch a pathetic
ftrain, as not only drew tears from himfelf; but
from moft who heard him : nor did he fail in pay-
ing due honour to the courage and condu@ of the
admirals, and the land officers, and to the bravery
of the foldiers, and the feamen, who affifted in the
conqueft of Quebec.

He then made a motion, to prefent an addrefs,
defiring his majefty to order a monument to be
ere¢ted in Weftminfter-abbey, to the memeory of
major-general Wolfe, to which the houfe agreed
unanimoufly. At the fame time, they paffed an-
other refolution ; that the thanks of ‘the houfe
fhould be given to the furviving generals and
admirals, employed in the glorious and fuccefsful
expedition to Quebec,

' Nothing now remained, but to give orders that
all military honours thould be paid to the remains of
our illuftrious general, expected to arrive in Eng-
land, forinterment. The corpfe was brought home
in his majefty’s fhip the Royal William, to Portf-
mouth, and on Sunday the 17th of November,. it
‘was landed in the following folemn order :

Ateight o’clock in the morning, two fignal guns
werc fired, to give notice to the garrifon of the re-
moval : the body was then lowered out of the fhip
into a 12 oar barge, which was towed along by
‘two 12 oar barges; and attended to the bottom of
‘the point by ‘12 others, full manned, with officers,
and. feamen, who obferved a melancholy filence
‘during this awful proceflion: minute guns were
fired from the fhips at Spithead, from the time the
‘body “was taken ‘from the thip to its being landed
at the point, which took up an-hour. The regi-

meng
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ment of invalids wasordered under arms before eight,
and being joined by a company of the train of arti-
lery in the garrifon, marched from the parade to
the bottom of the point, to receive the body. At
a little after nine, it was landed, and put into a
travelling hearfe, attended by a mdurning coach,
both fent from London, and proceeded through the
garrifon. The colours on the forts were ftrack half
flag ftaff : the bells were muffled, and tolled in fo-
lemn concert with the dead march, which was beat :
minute-guns were fired on -the 'platform from the
entrance of the corpfe to the whole length of the
proceffion: the company of the train led the van,
with their arms reverfed, and the regiment of in-
valids followed ‘the hearfe, their arms - reverfed.
They conduéted the body to the land-port gates,
where the train opened to the right and left, and the
hearfe proceeded, through the hine they formed, on
its way toLondon. Many thoufands of people were
affembled upon this occafion, who behaved with
the greateft decency and decorum. On the 20th at
night, the body was privately depofited in the fami-
ly vault, in the church at Greenwich.

His private charalter- was not -lefs exalted than
his public, and equally exemplary to the Britifh offi-
cers. ‘

With an unufual livelinefs, almoft to impetuo-
fity of temper, he was not fubject to paffion : with
the greateft independency of fpirit, he was free from
pride. Generous, almoft to profufion; he con-
temned cvery little art for the acquifition of wealth,
whilft he fearched after objeéts tfor his charity and
beneficence : the deferving foldier never wentun-
rewarded, and the needy inferior officer often tafted
of his bounty. Conftant and difcerning in his at~
tachments: manly and unreferved, yetgentle, kind,
and conciliating in his manners ; heenjoyed a'large

2 thare
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thare of the friendfhip, and almoft the univerfal good
will of mankind ; and, to crownall, fincerity and
candour, a true {enfe of honour, juftice and public
liberty, feemed the inherent principles of his nature,
and were the uniform rules of his condué. .

His untimely fate called forth the exertions of
emulative gentus amongft our actifts : it has been
the hiftorical fubjeét of the fculptor, the painter,
and the engraver, by which means the names of
Wilton, Weft, and Woollet, will be tranfmitted
to pofterity, with the affecting ftory of the im-
mortal Wolfe. y

The L1FE of>
Lorp A.N S O N,
[A. D —~——, t075762.]

GEORGE ANSON, whofe fignal meritasa

naval officer raifed him to the dignity of a peer
of Great Britain, was the fecond, and youngeft fon
of William Anfon, Efq; of Shuckbbrough (who
died in 1720) by Elizabeth, fifter to the countefs
of Macclesfield, and aunt to the late earl.

We have no account of the exa& time of his
birth, nor yet of his infant years, we only know
that he very early devoted himfelf to the fea fervice,
and was made captain of the Weazle floop in 1722;
and, the year following, of the Scarborough man
of war. ' On the breaking out of the Spanith war
in 1740, he was recommended to his late majefty

. for
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for the command of a fquadron deftined to annoy
the enemy in the South Seas; and, by an unfre-
quented navigation, to attack them with vigour in
their remoteft fettlements. A defign which, had
it not met with unaccountatle delays, would have
amply anfwercd the intention; and might have
given, perhaps, an irretrievable blow to the Spanifh
American power. :

Mr. Anfon failed from St. Helens on the 18th of
September 1740, in the Centurion, of fixty guns,
with the Gloucefter and Severn, of fifty each, the
Pear] of forty, the Wager ftorethip, and the Tryal
floop. His departure having been retarded fome
months beyond the proper feafon, he did not arrive
in the latitude of Cape Horn till about the middle
of the vernal equinox, and in fuch tempeftuous
weather, that it was with much difficulty that his
own fhip, with the Gloucefter and the floop, could
double that dangerous cape; and his ftrength was
confiderably diminifhed, by the putting back of the
Severn and Pearl, and the lofs of the Wager ftore~
thip. Yet notwithftanding - this difappointment,
and the havock that the fcurvy had made among
the fhips that were left, he arrived- at the fertile,
though uninhabited ifland of Juan Fernandez.

Having, at this ifland, repaired his damages and
réfrefthed his men, with the above inconfiderable
armament, he kept, for cight months, the whole
coaft of Peru and Mexico in continual alarm, made
feveral prizes; took and plundered the town of
Peyta, and, by his humane behaviour to his pri-
foners, imprefled on their minds a lafting idea of
Britifh generofity. : !

At length, with the Centurion only (the other
two fhips having been condemned) he traverfed the
vaft extent of the Pacific Ocean, a three months
voyage ; in the courfe of which,-his numbers were

' 4l fo
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fo much farther reduced by ficknefs, that it was
with the utmoft difficulty he reached the ifland of
“T'inian, one of the Ladrones; a place which, from
the following luxurious defeription thefe voyagers
have given of it, feems truly to be a terrefirial pa-
radife.

«¢ This ifland lies in the latitude of 15. 8. North,
and longitude from Acapulco 114. 50. W. Its
length:is about twelve miles, and its breadth about
half as much ;-it extending from the 8. §. W. to
the N.N. E. )

«¢.'The foil is every where dry and healthy, and
fomewhat fandy, which being lefs difpofed. than
other foils toa rank and over-luxuriant vegetaticn,
‘occalions -the meadows and the bottoms of the
woods to be much neater and {moother than is
cuftomary in hot climates. T'he land rifes, by an
ealy flope, from the very beach, where we watered,
to the middle. of the ifland; though the general
‘courfe of its afcent is often interrupted and traverfed
by gentle defcents and vallics ; and the inequalities
that are formed by the different combinations of
thefe gradual fwellings of the ground, are moft

- beautifully diverfified by large lawns, which are
covered with a very fine tres-foil, intermixed with
a variety of flowers, and are fkirted by woods of
tall and well-fpread trees, moft of them celebrated
either for their afpe or their fruit, :

- ¢ The turf of the lawns is quite clean and even,
and the bottoms of the wcods, in many places,
clear of all bufhes and underwoods 3 and the woods
themfelves ufually terminate on the lawns with a
regular outline, not broken, nor confufed with
ftraggling trees, ‘but appearing as uniform as if laid
out by ast. Hencearife a great variccy of the moft
elegant and .eatertaining profpeéts, formed by the
mixture of thefe woods.and lawns, and their various

interfections
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interfeCtions with cach other, as they fpread them-
fzlves differently through* the vallies, and over the
flopes and declivities with which the place abounds.
¢ The fortunate animals too, which, for the
greateft part of the year, are-the fole lords of this
happy foil, partake, in fome meafure, of the ro-
mantic caft of the ifland, and are no fmall addition
to its wonderfu! fcenery: for the cattle; of which
it is'not uncommon to fee herds of fome thoufands'
feeding "together in' a large meadow, are certainly
the moft remarkable in.the world; for they are all
of them milk-white, except their ears, which are
generally black ; -and, though there are no-inhabi-
tants here, ‘yet the clamour and" frequent parading
of domeftic poultry; which range the woods in great
numbers, perpetually excite the ideas of the neigh~
bourhood of farms and villages, and greatly- contri-
bute to the beauty and- chearfulnefs of the place.

¢« The cattle on theifland we computed were at
leaft ten thoufand ; and we had' no difhculty in get-
ting near them, as they were not thy of us. Our
firft method of killing them ‘was thooting them; but
at laft, when, by accidents; we were obliged to
hufband our ammunition, our men ran them down
with eafe. Their flelh was extremely well tafted,
and was believed by us to be much moreeafily di-
gefted than any we had ever met with,

«¢ The fowls too were exceeding good, and were
likewife run down with little trouble; for they could
fcarce fly further than an hundred yards at a flight,
and eventhat fatigued them fomuch, that theycould
not readily rifeagain; fothat, aided by the open-
nefs of the woods, we could at all times furnifh our-"
felves with whatever number we wanted.

¢ Befides the cattle and poultry, we found here
abundance of wild hogs. Thefe were mott excellent
food; but, as they were avery fierccanimal, we were

obliged
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obliged either to fhoot them, or to hunt them with:
large dogs, which- we found upon the place at our
landing, and which belonged to a detachment that
was then upon the ifland, amaffing provifions for
the garrifon of Guam. 7

¢ As thefe dogs had been purpofely trained to the
killing of the wild hogs, they followed us very rea-
dily, and hunted fof us: but, though they werea.
large bold breed, the hogs fought with fo much fury,
that they frequently deftroyed themj; fo that we,
by degrees,- loft the greateft part of them. .

<¢..But this place was not only extremely grateful
to us, from the plenty and excellency of its frefh pro-.
vifions, but was as much, perhaps, to be admired.
for its fruits and vegetable produétions, which were
moft fortunately adapted to the cure of the fea-fcur-
vy, which had fo terribly reduced us; for in the
woods there were inconceivable quantities of cocoa
nuts, with the cabbages growing on the fame tree.’
There were, + befides, - guavoes,. limes, fweet and:
four. oranges, and a kind of fruit peculiar to thefe.
iflands, called by the Indians Rima, but by usthe.
Bread-Fruit ; for it was conftantly eaten by us dur-.
-ing our ftay .upon the ifland inftead of bread ; and:
fo. univerfally preferred to it, that no-fhip’s bread,
was expended during that whole interval. L

¢¢ Tt grew upon a tree which was fomewhat lofty,
and which, towards the top, divides into large and
fpreading branches. The leaves of this tree are of
a remarkable deep green, are notched about the
edges, and are generally from -a foot to eighteen
inches inlength. The fruit-itfelf grows indifterent- -
ly on all parts of the branches ; it is in thape rather
elliptical than round, is covered with a rough rind,
and 'is ufually feven or cight inches long ; each of
them grows fingly and not in clufters, -
¢ This
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< This fruit is fitteft to be ufed when it is full
grown, but is ftill green 5 in which flateits tafte
has fome diftant refemblance to that of an artichoke
bottom, and its texture is not very different, for
it is foft and fpongy. As it ripens it grows fofter
and of a yellow colour, and then contracts a lufcious
tafte, and an agrecable fmell, not unlike that of a
ripe peach; but then it is eftecmed unwholefome,
and is faid to produce fluxes.

<« Befides the fruits already enumerated, there'

were many other vegetables extremely conducive to
the cure of the malady we had long laboured under ;

fuch-as water-melons, dandelion, creeping purflain,.
mint, fcurvy-grafs, ‘and forrel; all which, toge--

ther with the frefh meats of the place, we devoured

with great eagernefs, prompted thereto by the {trong-

inclination which nature never fails of exciting in:
fcorbutic diforders for thefe powerful fpecifics.

<« It will eafily be conceived, from what already‘
hath ‘been faid, that our cheer upon this ifland

was:in fome degree luxurious, but I have not yet
recited all* the .varicties of provifion which we
here: indulgedin.’ Indeed we thought it prudent
totally to abftain from fith, the few-we caught at
our f{rﬁ arrival having furfeited thofe who eat of
them ; but, confidering how much we had been
inured to that fpecies of food, we did not regard
this circumftance as a' difadvantage; efpecially as
the defect was fo amply fupplied by the beef, pork;
and fowls already mentioned, and by great quan-

tity of wild fowl; for I muft obferve, that near'

the centre of the ifland there were two confiderable
pieces of frefh water, which abounded with duck,
teal, and curlew; not to mention the whiftling~
plover, which we found there in prodigious plenty,
¢ And now, perhaps, ‘it may be wondered aty
that an ifland, fo excellently furnithed with the con-
veniencies



116 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

veniencies of life, and fo well adapted, not onlyto
the fubfiftence, but likewife to the enjoyment of
mankind, fhould be entirely deftitute of inhabi-
tants,. efpecially as itis in the neighbourhood of
other iflands, which, in fome mealure, depend
upon this for fupport.
¢ To obviate this difficulty, I muft obferve,

that it is not fifty years fince the ifland was depo-
pulated. The Indians.we had in our cuftody af-
fured.us, that formerly the three iflands of Tinian,
Rota, and. Guam, were all full of inhabitants;
and, that Tinian alone contained thirty thoufand
fouls.: but a ficknefs raging amongft:thefe iflands,
which deftroyed multitudes.of the people, the Spa-
niards, to.recruit their. numbers at Guam, which.
were. greatly diminifhed by this mortality, ordered
all the inhabitants of. Tinian thither, where, lan-
guifhing. for their former habitations, and their.
cuftomary method of life, the greateft part of them,
ina.few years, died.of grief.- Indeed, independent
of that attachment which all mankind. have e.er
thown to the.places of their birth and bringing up,
it fhould feem, from what has been already faid,
“that there were few countries more worthy to be
regretted than this of Tinian. :

~ Thefe poor Indians might reafonably have ex-
pected, at the great diftance from Spain where they
were placed, to have efcaped the violence and cruelty.
of that haughty nation, fo fatal to a large propor-
tion of the human race: but it feems their remote
fituation could not prote€t them. from fharing in
the common deftru&ion of the weftern world, all
the advantage they received from their diftance be-
ing only to perifh a century or two later.

Having mentioned thc numerous conveniencies

of this place, I muft now obferve, that all thefe
advantages were greatly enhanced by the healthinefs
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of its climate, by the almoft conftant breezes which
prevail there, and by the frequent fhowers which
fall, and whick, though of a very fhort and almott
momentary duration, are extremely ‘grateful ‘and
refréfhing, andarey perhaps, one caule of the falu-
brity of theair, and of the extraordinary influencc
it was obferved to have upon usy in‘increafing and
Invigorating our appctities and digefticn. This
was fo remarkable; that thofe among ouroflicers,
who were at all other times fpare and temperate
- eaters, who, befides a flight breakfaft, ‘made but
one moderate repaft a day, ‘were herey in appear=
ance, transformed into rgluttons ; for, inttead of
‘one rezfonable flefh-meal, they were now . fcarce
fatisfied with three, and each of them fo prodigicus
in quantity, as would at-another time have "pro-
duced a fever or a furfeit: -and yet our digeftion {o
well correfponded with the keennefs.of our appe-
tites, that we were fieither difordered or even loaded
by this repletion ; fory after havitig, 'according to
the cuftom of the ifland, made a large beef-breaftfaft,
it-was not long before we began to confider'the ap-
proach of dihner as a very defirable though fome-
what tardy incident.”, . '

At the fouth-weft end of this delightful ifland,
the only fecure place for Thips of butthen to lie in,
the Centurion anchoted in twenty; and twenty-two
fathom water, oppofite to a fandy bay,: and about
a mile and a half diftant froin:the fhore; .

But here the commodore and moft of his peo-
ple were in great danger of being left for ever, ot
of being imprifoned or mafiacred by the neighbour-
ing Spaniards, the Centurion being diiven. from
her anchors; one night, in a violent ftorm, and,
after nineteen days abfence,* being brought back
;)vithddifﬁculty, by the few hands that were left on
board. - )

13
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It was the middle of the month of O&ober 1742,
before the commodore was in a condition to put to
fea again, and on the 12th of November, after a
great varicty of adventures, too numerous to be in-

erted here, he arrived at Macao, which is aPortu-
guefe fettlement, fituated.in an ifland at the entrance
of the river of Canton, but entirely under the go-
vernment of the Chinefe. Here Mr. Anfon fhewed
himfelf worthy of his command, by maintaining
the honour of his fovercign and of the Britith flag,
in boldly refufing to_pay the portduties exacted by
the emperor of China from all foreign fhips. He
infifted no king’s fhip ought to pay them, and his
coolnefs. and intrepidity. confounded the Chinefe,
fo that the viceroy gave up the point; and then
having completely refitted his fhip (as was generally
fuppofed, for an European voyage), he fteered back
as far as the Philippine iflands, with a view of meet-
ing the Acapulco fhip; a plan as wifely laid, as'it
was happily executed. ,

On the laft day of May. 1743, theCenturion ar-
rived-off cape E/pirituSanto, on the ifland of Samal,
in the dire&t traét by which the Manilla fhips return
from Acapulco. On the 20th of June, one of the
wifthed for fhips was defcried 3 fhe was called the
NoftraSenhora de Cabadonga, fhe mounted 40 guns;
and -the treafure in filver fpecie and ingots, with
- the other effects on board, amounted to 3130001.
fterling. . The Centurion, though fhe mounted 60
- guns, had but 227 men on board ; and theSpaniard
was full manned. Anengagement enfued, in which
the bravery and fkill of the Englifh prevailed againit
fuperiority of numbers: after having 67 men killed
and, 84 wounded, the commander of the galleon
ftruck his colours; and furrendered them himfelf in-
to. commodore Anfon’s hands; who loft only.two
men, and had only one lieutenant and 16 private

2 feamen
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“feamen wounded. He returned with his rich prize

to Canton, where he put the treafure on board the
Centurion, fold the Spanith hulk, and fet fail for
England.

On his arrival at Spithead, in June 1744, after
near four vears abfence, he found that the hand of
Providence feemed ftill to proteét him, having failed,
in a fog, through the midft ‘of d French fleet, then
cruiﬁng in the channel. In thort, through the
whole of this remarkable voyage, he experienced
the truth of that faying of Teucer, which he after-
wards chofe for his motto, ¢ Nil eft defperandum.”

Soon after his return he was appointed rear ad-
miral of the blue, and one of the lords of the admi-
ralty. In April 1745 he was made rear admiral of
the white ; and, in July 1746, vice admiral of the
blue. He was alfo chofen member of parliament
for Heydon in Yorkfhire. Thatwinter he command-
ed the channel fquadron, and had not the duke
d’Anville’s fleet, returning with difgrace from
North America, been accidentally appnzcd of his
ftation, his long and tempeftuous cruize would then
have been attended with his ufual fuccefs. However,
in the enfuing fummer, he was once more crowned
with wealth and conqueft. Being then on board
the Prince George, of ninety guns, in company
with rear admiral Warren, and twelve fhips more,
cruifing off Cape Finifterre; on the third of May,
1747, theymtexcepted qpowerful fleet, bound from
France to the caft and weft Indies; and, ‘after'a
fharp engagement, in which the French behaved with
uncommon ' bravery, but were obliged to yield to
fuperiority of numbers, our admirals took the whole
fleet, confifting of {ix men of war, and four Eaft
Indiamen. . The {peech of ‘the French admiral,
M. de la Jonguicre, on prefenting his{word to the
conqueror,  deferves ‘to’ be recorded: ¢ Monfieur,

: vous
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vous avez vaincu I’Invincible, et la Gloire vous
{uit,” pointing to the.two fhips fo named.

For thele repeated fervices, the late kmg reward -
ed hini with a peerage, on the 13th of June, by the
title of lord Anfony baron-of Soberton in Hants. On
the 15th of July, in the fame year, he was appoint-
ed vice-admiral of the red; and, on the death of
Sir JohnNorrisy he.-was made vice-admiral of Engs
land. ;

la April 1748, his lordfhip matried the honour=
able Mifs Yorke (eldeft daughter of the late earl of

«Hardwicke, - then lord high chancellor) who.died
in 1760, without iffue, et
_In'May 1748, he was appointed admiral of .the
blue; in which year he commanded the fquadron
that eonvoyed the late king to and from Holland §
and from this time, as long as he lived, he conftant=
ly attended his majefty on his going -abroad,: and
on his return to England. ' »
In June 1451, his lordfhip was appointed firft
lord of the admiralty, in which poft he continued
(with a vergr' fhort intermiffion) till bis death,

In 1752 hewas appointed one of the lords juftices, -
during the abfence of the king, and again in 1754.
That year, on the rupture with France, fo altive
and fpirited were his meafures; that a fleet, fuperior
to the eneiny, was equipped and manned with amaz-
ing expedition.

In 1758, being then admiral of the white, hay-
ing hoifted his flag on board the royal George, " of
one hundred guns, he failed from Spithead on the
1t of June, with a formidable fleet, Sir Edward
Hawke commanding under himj and, by cruizing
continually before ﬁreﬂ,‘ he covered the defcents
that were made that fummer at St. Maloes, Cher-
bourgy &c. After this, he was appointed admiral
-and commander in chief of his majeity’s fleets.

The
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The laft fervice his lordfhip performed at fea
was the convoying to England our prefent queen ;
for which purpofe he failed from Harwich in the
Charlotte yacht, on the 7th of Auguft 1761; and
that day month, after a long and tempeftuous voy-
age, landed the princefs at the fame place.

At length, having been fome time in a languifh-
ing ftate of health, he was advifed tothe Bath wa-
ters,, from which he was thought to have recejved
great benefit on former occafions; there he remain-
ed during the winter 1761, and part of the {pring
of 1762; but finding himfelf greatly exhaufted, and
unable to bear the fatigue of company, he retired
to his feat atMoor Park, in Hertfordfhire, where he
died fuddenly on the 6th of June, upon his return
from walking in his garden. -

- His lordfhip was remarkably diftinguifhed for re-
folution, perfeverance, and a calm, even, temper,
moft excellent qualifications for-a commander in
chief. But at home, he leflened his great reputa-
tion, by a foolith attachment to gaming; and having
feen little of the polite world, he eafily became the.
dupe of fharpers in high life, who eafed him of a
confiderable thare of his wealth ; and the ridicule he
incurred upon thefe occafions, it is thought affe&ted
his {pirits, and contributed not a little to bring on
that decline which fhortened his days.

The account of lord Anfon’s voyage round the
world, isa work too well known to require more
than barely to mention, that the firft publication
from journals and other documents given by his
lordthip to the editor, whofe compilation he revifed
before it went to prefs, was received with unufual
avidity by thepublic; and no lefs than four large
impreflions were fold within the year, Itwas like-
wile tranflated into moft of the modern languages';

Vor. VI, G and
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and itis at prefent a proper companion to Hawk{-
worth’s, and the other modern voyages to the fame
quarter of the globe,

The L1FEe of
PHILIP Y ORKE,
Earl J cof 3 HLASRUDFMRL LG, KEE,
Lord Chancellor of ENGLAND.
[A.D. 1691, to 1764.]

HIS able lawyer and ftatefman, who had the
mis‘ortune not to be fo well efteemed in the
latter as in the firft capacity, was born at London,
in the year 1691 ; his family, we are told, held a
genteel rank in life, but were not opulent: this is

all the account we have of them., °
Mr, Yorke was defigned for an attorney, and
with that view ferved his ¢lerkfhip with a very emi-
nent gentleman of that pofeffion ; but ‘his genius
not permitting him to reft contented with the mere
drudgery of the law, he entered himfelf of the So-
«ciety of Lincoln’s-Inn, and commenced barrifter ;
it is not afcertained at what time he was called to
the bar, but it is.well known, that in ja very few
years, and while he was a very young man, he
acquired very great reputation as a,pleader; and
in the year 1720, his great merit raifed him to the
‘office of folicitor-general to his late majefty. In
1723, he was promoted to that of attorney-generalc‘;l

an
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and in this ftation, which confers a privilege of
being the firft pleader in every caufe that officer is
engaged in, he difplayed fuch amazing powers of
eloquence, and fuch a mafterly knowledge of the
laws of England, that.he was pronounced to be
one of the greateft lawyers that had appeared at the
Englifh bar in the prefent century. With fuch
abilities, it is no wonder his promotion fhould be
rapid. In 1733, being then only in the 42d year
of his age, he was conftituted chief-juflice of the
court of king’s-bench; and in 1737, he attained
the higheft honours of the law, being made lord
high-chancellor of England, and, of courfe, fpeaker
of the houfe of lords. At the fame time, he was
made a peer of the realm, by the title of baron
Hardwicke, b

No man in the kingdom was fo clearly intitled
to this dignity as Mr. Yorke, from his theoretical
knowledge, and his extenfive practice in tiie courts
of law and equity ; and therefore his advancement
was confidered, by the gentlemen of the profeflion,
as a great acquifition to the court over which he
was appointed to prefide.

- In this high ftation, his affiduity, his fteady
even temper, his great fagacity, and his impartial
-adminiftration of juftice, were equally confpicuous
and admired. The year 1746 furnifthed him with
a freth opportunity of exercifing the powers of elo-
quence. He was conftituted lord-high-fteward of
England for the trial of the rebel lords; and his
fpeech delivered upon pafling fentence againt lord
Lovat, is rcckoned one of the fineft fpecimens of
modern oratory, extant in the Englith language.
In 1749, he was eleéted high-fteward of the uni-
verfity of Cambridge. ]

His lordihip held the feals till the vear. 1756,
when he found himfelf obliged to refign, upon

G2 .l"vll'.
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Mr. Fitt’s coming into adminiftration, that able
ftatefman having full intelligence that the chan-
cellor had too great an influence in the cabinet
and even his friends always confefled, that he was
but a weak politician, too apt to be fwayed by
partial views and interefts; efpecially in folicit-
ing great employments under the government for
perfons but ill.qualified to execute them, to which
he paid no regard, provided their promotion could,
in any refpect, {irengthen his own intereft, or ad-
vance the fortune of his family.  His lordfhip, be-
fore he retired, obtained an acceflian of- dignity,
being created earl of Hardwicke in 1754 ; he had the
fatisfaction of fecing all his children moft fuccefs=
fully-eftablifhed in life; and in the year 1764, he
paid the debt of nature, leaving the character of a
moft eloquent fpeaker, a moft able lawyer, and a
good moral man. On his death-bed ke declared,
that he never wronged any man to increafe his
fortane ; nor acquired a fingle acre of land which
he could not in his Jaft moments think upon with
tranquillity. But the higheft encomium on his great
abilities and integrity in the feat of equity is, that
" thouglr he held the {eals near twenty years, during
which time many appeals from his decrees were
carried up to the bar of the houfe of lords, not one
of them was reverfed. .

In his political capacity, the €arl of Hardwicke
was untortunate and unpopular, his eagernefs to
provide for his own family, to which he was fti-
mulated by the felfith difpofition of his lady, made
him a continual petitioner to the throne, for par-
tial favours, inftead of employing his intéreft with
the king for patriotic and benevolent purpofes. His
late majefty was fo fenfible- of this, that a fhort
time before he ' went out of office, having afked for
fome place for one of his diftant relations, he gave

him
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him this fevere check, ¢ My lord, you have been
a frequent folicitor; but I have obferved, that i
has always been for fome one of your family, or
within the circle of your relations.””

His political principles favoured ariftocracy too
much, and tended to the oppreflion of the com-
mons. On this ground he oppofed the militia-bill,
reprefenting the great danger that might arife from
putting arms into the hands of the peaple, and dif-
ciplining them for war, by which they would be
ripe for civil commotions ; and, upon fome favous-
able occafion, when they thought themfelves in-
juwed by government, might attempt to eftablith a
democracy, on the {ubverhion of monarchy and the
houfe of peers. And when he foynd he could not
prevent the bill pafing into a law, -he introduced -
feveral claufes, which threw the eftablifhment more
into the hands of the crown than it was intended
by the framers of the bill ; yet, even with thelg
amendments, he continyed to difcountenance it to
the laft; for in his own county, he fo contrived
matters, that the militia was ncither.embodied, nor
commuted for in money, notwithftanding the alter-
pative claufe for that purpofe, With the fame views;
he exerted his abilities and influence in the houfe
of peers, to throw out a new habeas corpus alt,
which had pafled through the lower houfe nemine
contradicentz, and was_framed to increafe and fecure
this great privilege to the people, by preventing
fome fhameful evafions of the old aét, which had
been put in pradtice by the inferior officers of cri-
minal and civil juftice, aided by difhoneft lawyers.

But of all the unpopular meafures advifed in the
cabinet by this narrow-minded politician, none
gave fo much difguft, or leflened his reputation fo
much, as the marriage-at : fome prudential regu-
lations were indeed wanting, to prevent the fhame-

- G ful
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ful clandeftine marriages of minors; and a fhort
bill for this purpofe was drawn up, and laid before
-him by the judges; but to this he objected, with-
out the leaft thadow of reafen, probably, becaufe
it would wound the pride of the peers too much to
oblige all perfons, without diftinétion, to be mar-
ried publicly in ‘parith-charches, that their mar-
riages might be regiftered, and the more eafily
proved. Inftead of which, he drew up another,
filled with claufes calculated to prevent all mar-
tiages without confent, with a defign, as it thould
feem, to perpetuate, as much as might be, afortune
or 2 family once made, by continuing frem gene-
ration to generation a vaft power of property, and
to facilitate, at‘each defcent, the lumping of onc
great fum, or one great family, to another, by
bargain and fale, in oppofition to the generous
principles of equality and difiufive property, which
tree ftates have always encouraged. :
Upon the whole, however, his great abilitics as’
a lawyer, and the general tenour of his condué
and example, were very beneficial to fociety, while
his foibles produced no lafting bad effeéts :” we may
therefore fafely pronounce him to have been an il-
luftrious ornament to his country. ¢
His lordfhip married Margaret, - one of the
daughters of Charles Cocks, Efq; by whom he had
five fons. 1. Philip, the prefent carl of Hardwicke.
2. Charles Yorke, who enjoyed diftinguifhed repu-
tation at the bar, as a counfellor and attorney-
general ; he fuddenly accepted the feals, with the
title of lord Morton, and as fuddenly died, two’
days after, univerfally lamented. 3. Hisexcellency
Sir Jofeph Yorke, now ambaflador extraordinary
to the ftates-general, in which high ftation he has
continued many years, and is juftly deemed one of
the ableft minifters in Europe. 4. John Yorke,
member
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member in the prefent parliament for Ryegate.
5. The right reverend James Yorke, bifhop of St.
Davids. He had likewife two daughters; Eliza-
beth, married to lord Anfon, fhe died-in 1760,
without iffue ; and Margaret, married to Sir John
Heathcott, baronet. ,

MEMOIRS OF
SiR JOHN BARNARD, Kxt.

T*HE many eminent public fervices performed
" by this patriotic:citizen, for the benefit of the
community at large, and of the inhabitants of the
firft commercial city in Europe in particular, have"
- defervedly found a place in the annals of his country,
and are preferved in this work, as an animating ex- -
ample to incite thofe who may rife to the fame ho-
nours, conferred on them by the free voice of their
fellow citizens, to tread in his fteps, and to merit
the exalted character given of him by cotemporary
hiftorians and biographers.

The editor is totally at a lofs to account for the
difficulty and difappointments that has attended his
endeavours to obtain accounts of the family, the:
date of the births, and other common events of the
firft {tages of the lives . of many eminent perfons of
our own time : he could not find them extant in
print; and the time beftowed in fearching the regif-
ters of parifhes, and of fchools, feemcd too valuable
to be compenfated by barren incidents, the obtain- :
ing of which might have retarded his publication
another year, But wherever thefc are wanting, in

. G 4 compliance
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compliance with cuftom, he has thought proper to
prefix the title of memoirs, though, in his own opi-
nion, thelife of a man does not properly commence
with his exiftence, but with the firft cxertions of the
faculties of his mind, or the induftry of his hands,
for the benefit of that civil fociety atlarge, of which
he is a member, or of the particular relation in
which be ftands, by the ties of confanguinity.

“The ufeful life of Sir John Barnard, at leaft as
far back as we are able to trace it, commenced in the
year 1722, when he was chofen one of the repre-
fentatives in parliament for the city of London; and
this important truft was confided to him in feven
fucceflive parliaments, his name always appearing
at the head of the candidates upon every general
eleftion ; and whatever oppofition others met with,
none of any confequence was attempted againft him,

In 1725, our worthy citizen diftinguifhed him-.,
felf in the houfe of commons by oppofing a bill, in--
. titled, << A bill for regulating eletions within the
city of London, and for preferving the peace, good
order, and government, of the faid city.” ‘The.
grounds on which Sir John Barnard oppofed it,.
were, that it made an alteration in the city-charter,
by repealinga partof the ancient rights and privi-
leges contained therein, by which a bad precedent
was eftablifhed for the crown to violate corporation-
charters at pleafure: that it took away the rights
of a great number of honeft citizens to vate at.
wardmote clections, who had enjoyed that privi-
lege frem time immemorial ; that it abridged the -
privileges of the .common-council ; and that it
transferred too great a weight of authority and in-,
fluence from that affembly to the court of mayor
and aldermen, thereby, in a great meafure, fubvert+
ing the ancicnt conftitution of the city. Counfel .
were heard upon the petitions of the common-coun-

i3
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cil, and of feveral citizens at the bar of both: houfes,
agiinit this bill ; and in favour of it, upon the pe~
titions of the court of mayor and aldermen and
other citizens; and it met.with a ftrong oppofi-

tion. ; s
The particular claufes which in fa& infringed
the chaiter, and, under the fanétion of law, broke
through the rules of equity were, 1. That no citi«
zen fhould have a right of voting at wardmote elec~
tions, unlefs he rented, or otherwife inhabited (as
mafter) a houfe of ten pounds a year, though he
thould pay all parith taxes and dues: this was confi-
dered as an unjuftifiable hardthip ; and itoccafioned
fuch tumultuous aflemblies of the poorer citizens re~
forting every day to Weftminfter, to know the event
of .the bill, and fuch loud complaints, that the go-
vernment thought proper to double the guards at St.
James’s, and at Leicefter-houfe, and to take every
neceflary precaution to preferve the peace. 2. ‘That
no a& to pafs in, common-council for the future
(except what relates to the nomination of a few city
officers) without the aflent of the major partof the
courtof mayorandaldermen prefent, infuch common
council. 1'he counfel for the bill infifted, that the
mayor and aldermen had anciently that right which
_this claufe eftablifhes; but the proof of that right ap-
_peared fo remote and obfcure ; that feveral lords in
the upper houfe protefted againftit; and becaufe on
the other fide it appeared plainly, that from the time
the city was firft incorporated, to that of bringing in
this bill, fuch a claim has been very feldom made,
and has never been acknowledged. They therefore
defired the opinion of the judges on the legality of
infringing the charter and the ancient rights, cuf-
toms, and privileges, enjoyed by the common citi-
zens ; but this motion being put, it was carried in
the negative, and the bill paffed, Sir JohnBarnard
G received
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received the thanks of the court of common-council
for'the active part he took in the oppofition to this
aé&t, which has ever fince been the ftanding rule

for regulating eletions in the city.

In the year 1727, he was chofen alderman of
Dowgate-ward, upon the death of John Crowley,
Efq; who had enjoyed that honour only a few
months,  The' following year, he prepared a bill
for the better encouragement and regulation of fea-
men in the merchants fervice, which he carried
through the houfe with great credit to himfelf; and
it recetved the royal aflent inMay 1729; and in the
fame feflion, hetook an‘aétive part in the enquiry
appointed to be made into the ftate of the gaols of
this kingdom ; which took its rife from the iniqui-
tous and cruel condu of Thomas Bambridge, kiq;
warden of the fleet, who had put {everal debtors in
irons, particularly Sir Robert Rich, baronet; and
‘had fuffered others, from venality, toefcape. When
Bambridge and his agents were committed toNew-
gate, and the attorney-general was ordered to pro-
‘fecute them, alderman Barnard took great pains,
as a magiftrate, to procure information of the feve-
ral abufes committed in the fleet-prifon to the op-
preflion of the unfortunate debtors; and, by a pa-
thetic reprefentation of the grievances they labour-
ed under at that time, he was highly inftrumental
in procuring an immediate act of infolvency, and
in framing an a& for the better regulating the fleet-
“prifon, and more effectually preventing and punifh-
ing arbitrary and illegal pfattices on the part of the
warden, or his-deputies. But our worthy alder-
man did not confine his public fervices merely to
domeftic occurrences ; his extenfive capacity took
a wider fphere of aftion; and upon queftions of
general policy, in which the honour or intereft of
his country with refpeét to foreign tranfaétions was
i concerned,
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concerned, he thewed himfelf to bea firm patriot,
and an able politician. Thus;, in the year 1730,
when a bill was brought into the houfe by the mi-
nifter, to prohibit all his majefty’s fubjects, and all
perfons refiding in the kingdom, from lending mo-
ney to foreigners, he took the lead in the oppofi-
tion toit. The bill was calculated to put a ftop to
the negotiation of a loan for the fervice of the em-
peror of Germany, amounting to 400,0001. then
in agitation on the exchange of London; the alder-
man had no objeétion to a bill particularly framed,
by naming the emperor, and the exprefs purpofe of
the a&, to put an end to this negotiation ; but he
{trongly argued again{t a general prohibition of this
kind, as laying a violent and detriméntal reftraint
on ccmmerce, and as tending to throw a very ln-
crative branch of trade folely into the hands of the
Dutch, to the benefit of the bank of Amiterdam,
and to the prejudice of the merchants, and the mo-
nied interelt of England. In fa&, if fomc amend-
ments had not been made to this bill, it would not
have been fafe for any merchant to have advanced
‘money to any foreign correfpondent upon any ex-
traordinary emergenicy, in the intercourfes of trade;
and, us he juftly obferved, the exchequer would
have been converted intoa court of inquifition ; for
“there was a claufe in it, empowering the attorney-
general by Englith bill in the court of exchequer,
1o extort difcovery by exating an oath from fufpect-
ed perfons. The oppofition fo far fucceeded; that
the bill was confiderably amended before it pafled,
and an explanation was given by the miniftry, that
his majefty did not mean to prevent his fubjects
from lending money to the king of Portugal or any
other prince in aliiance with him, and that theori-
ly reafon for not naming the emperor in the bill
was, that by making it general, he could have no
Go6 foundation
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foundation ‘ta come to an open rupture with Eng-
land on.this account. :
The next object of his patriotic attention to the
faithful difcharge of hisduty to his conftituents was
the excife fcheme, brought into the houfe of com-
mons by the minifter, SirRobert Walpole, then at
the head of the treafury, on the 14th of Mlarch 1733,
in 2 committee of thé whole houfe, which had been
appointed, to confider of the moft proper methods
for the fecurity and improvement of the duties and
revenues already charged upon, and payable from
tobacco and wines. The minifter expatiated on
the frauds that had been committed for many years
by the fmugglers and fraudulent dealers in thefe ar-
ticles, to the enriching themfelves at the expence
of the public revenues; he faid, the tobacco planters
in America were reduced almoft to defpair, by the
many that had been committed in that trade, by the
heavy duties paid on importation, and by the ill
ufage of their fadtors and agents in England; he had
therefore a fcheme to propofe which would remedy
ithefecvils, increafe the publicrevenues tothe amount
of, 2 or 300,000l. per annum, and greatly benefit
" the fairtrader. And, as the laws of the cuftoms
had been found ineffectual for preventing the frauds
complained of, he propofed ¢ to add the laws of
excife to the laws of the cuftoms, by repealing great

part of theduty paid on importation, and in lieu
thefeof, laying.an inland duty or excife of four
pence per pound on the confumption: to be collet-
¢d by the excife officers, and fubjected to the excife
daws.” ‘The firft regular ftep in this bufinefs was
to move in the committce, arepeal of the importa-
tion duties granted by feveral a&s in the reigns of
Charles 11. :james II. and queen Anne. Micajah
Perry, as fenior alderman and one of the reprefen-
satives of the city, opened the debate in oppofition
to
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to this motion : he admitted that frauds had been
committed in the tobacco trade, but not to the
amount ftated by the minifter: as to the hardfhips
of the tobacco planters, they had been put upon
complaining by letters fent to them from admiri-
ftration for that purpofe; and they now repented it.
That if this fcheme took effect, they would be in
a2 much worfe condition, for no man here would
-be concerned in the trade, whereas now the mer-
chants of this kingdom, fent fhips to receive the
tobacco in America, and advanced the planters
ready money, till it could be brought to market and
fold. But if the new plan took place, fo far from
being an advantage to the fair trader or the honeft
factor, it would ruin both ; how then could it be-
nefit the public revenues.
Sir John Barnard took it up ina commercial and
a political light, and faid, < it feemed to-be the
laft branch of liberty they had to contend for, that
it took away their ancient birth-right, trials by
jurics, from all perfons concerned in this branch of
trade ; they had already fubjected great numbers of
the people of this nation to the arbitrary laws of
excife, and this fcheme would extend this fubjec-
tion to fo many more, that the fatal confequences
were to be dreaded.
< It had keen faid, his majefty was: a wife and
a-good prince ; but no argument could be drawn
from thence, to induce them to f{urrender their
liberties and privileges. Though his majefty thould
never make a bad ufe of it, his fuccefiors might.
A flave that has the good fortune to meet with a
humanec mafter, is neverthelefs a flave. Their liber-
ties were too valuable, and were purchafed at too
high a price, to be fported with, or wantonly given
up,-to the beft of kings: he hoped they had the
fame value for their liberties as their anceftors had

1
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if fo, they would certainly ufe all peaceable means
to preferve them ;"and if fuch fhould prove ineffec-
tual, he hoped there was no Englithman but would
ufe thofe’ methods their anceftors had done, and
tranfmit them to their pofterity in the fame glori-
ous condition they found them, and not facrifice
the conftitution to the poor pretence of fupprefling
a few frauds in the colleéting the public revenues,
the whole amount of which appeared to be no more,
according to’ the confeflion of the commiflioners
themfelves, than®40,000!. per ann. which might
be prevented without entering upon fuch dangerous
meafures.” * . :

Though all the city members put a negative
upon the motion, yet it was carried through the
committee, together with' feveral other refolutions,
which were warmly debated for two days ; and
. upon the report being made to the houfe, all the

refolutions of the committee were agreed to ; and
upon the queftion, for leave to bring in a bill ac-
cordingly, the houfe divided, for the bill 240,
againft it 189. During the debate, . the people
being alarmed, flocked to Weftminfter in great
multitudes, and filled all the avenues to the houfe
of commons., - < ‘
In all promifcuous affemblies of this fort, many
of the populace, excited only by curiofity, will be
found intermixed with citizens of reputation and
property concerned in the bufinefs. This hap-
pened to be the cafe upon the prefent occafion ;
and feveral members; the known friends to the
excife-fcheme, having been grofsly infulted in going
to, and returning from the houfe, Sir Robert
" Walpole complained of it to the houfe ; he faid,
thefe people would not have crowded to their door,
if they had not been inftigated by others of higher
rank ; that circular letters had been fent by the
beadles
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beadles of the wards in the city, fummoning the
citizens, almoft at their peril, to come down that
day (the 14th-of March) to the houfe of commons;
he had one of thofe letters in his pocket, figned by
a deputy of a ward (looking at the fame time at
Sir John Barnard) ; and he concluded his fpeech
with the following unguarded expreflions, which
had well nigh coft him his life:

<« Gentlemen might call the multitude, now at
their door, a modeft multitude.” But whatever
temper they were in when they came there, it
might be very much altered now : after having
waited fo long (till near 2 in the morning of the
15th) it might be very eafy for fome defigning
feditious perfon to raife a tumult amongft them:
he could not think it prudent or regular to ufe any
methods for bringing fuch multitudes to that place
on any pretence.  Gentlemen might give them
‘what name they thought fit: it might be faid, they
came thither as humble fuppliants, but he knew
whom the law called STuRDY BEGGARS." And
thofe who brought them there could not be cer-
tain they would not behave in the fame manner.””
Alderman Barnard then rifing to fpeak, the friends
of the minifter called loudly for the queftion ; but
Sir John Cotton over-ruled it at length, by crying
out, to order, and .appealing to the chairman of
the committee, inamanner which fhews the efteem
in which our patriot was held at this eaily ftage of
his public life. <« Sir, T hope you will call gen-
tlemen to order. ‘Thére is now a gentleman gdt
up to fpeak, who fpeaks as well as any gentlemun
in-the houfe, and who deferves attention as much
as any gentleman’ that ever fpoke in this houfe,
* Befides, Sir, he 1s one of the reprefentatives of the
greateft and richeft city in Jurope; a city which
is greatly interefted in this debate; and, thereforé,

be

2
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bz muf? be heard.” The committee being called tor
order, Sir John Barnard made the following fting-
ing reply to Sir Robert 'Walpole’s infinuations

thrown out againft him :
<« Sir, I know of no unfair or irregular methods
made ufe of to bring people from the city to your
doors; but any gentlemen or merchants might
lawfully defire their friends, by letters or other-
wife, to come down, to the court of requefts, and
folicit their friends and acquaintance againft any
{cheme or projedt they thought prejudicial to them,
This is the undoubted right of the fubjet, and
what has been pra&tifed upon all occafions. = The
honourable member talked of STURDY BEGGARS
(highwaymen or robbers) but I affure him, thofe
1 faw at the door, deferve the name of STURDY
BeGGaRrs as little-as that honourable gentleman
himfelf, -or any gentleman whatever. The city of-
London was well apprifed of what we were to be
upon this day; where they had their information
1 do not know, but I am fure they have a right
notion of the fcheme, and are {o generally, and fo
zealoufly bent againft it, that whatever methods
might have been ufed to call them thither, I am
fure ‘it would have been impoffible to have found
.any legal methods to have prevented their coming.”
The rafh expreflion of SirRobert was not readily
forgot, nor ever forgiven ; and when the bill was
brought in to be read a firft time, on the 4th of
April, the crowd without doors. was much greater
than before: the mob were very near feizing him,
and might have done it, if Mr. Cunningham, a
Scotch member, had not drawn his fword and kept
them off, till Sir Robert got into the avenue to the
houfe ! Some of the other members in office were
likewife ill treated ; and, perhaps, this behaviour .
contributed not a little to form the inconfiderable
' majority
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majotity by whom the firft reading of the bill was
carried ; the numbers wpon the divifion were 236
for it, to 200 againft it.

" No. minifter would ever rifque his credit upon 36
vites ; and by this time, petitions from the city of
London, in their corporate capacity, and from fe-
veral other cities, were brought to the bar of the
houfe; Sir Robert, therefore, very prudently moved
on the day appointed for the fecond reading, which
was the the 11th, that it be put off to the 12th of
June ; but the oppofition, now perceiving that they
had carried their point, contended for having it
abfolutely rejected ; however, finding that the mi-
nifter intended  likewife to adjourn the committee:
for the further improvement and regulating of the:
revenues, into which this fcheme had been firft in-
troduced, to a diftant day, they acquiefced in his.
motion ; and thus ended this: dangerous project.
The rejoicings made in the cities of London and
Weftminfter, and in divers parts of the kingdom,,
were equal to any that had been known far the mott.
fignal vitories over a foreign enemy.

In 1734, hebrought into the houfe and carried
the famous bill to prevent ftock-jobbing; which.
put a ftop to the moft iniquitous branches of .that:
{pecies of gaming, !

In 1735, Sir JohnBarnard moved, in the houfe
of commons, for leave to bring ina bill to limit the
number of playhoufes, and to reftrain the licen-
tioufnefs of players, which was now got to an amaz-
ing height, ftrolling companies performing, with-
out any licence, inall quarters of the town. For.
want of proper fupport, it failed at this time; but
the minifter himfelf faw the expediency of the mea-
fure two years afterwards, and brought in a bill
upon the fame plan, excepta few amendments,
which pafled into a law. '

Upon
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Upon the quarrel becoming public between the
late king and his royal highnefs Frederic, prince of
Woales, SirJohn Barnard, though he did not make’
himfelf in any refpect a party, by paying his court
to the prince at Leicefter haufe, which was decmed
a high offence.at St. James’s, yet thought proper.
to join thofe members of the houfe of commons,
who were for fettling an annual income on the
‘prince, of 100,000l. per annum, independent of
of the crown ; accordingly, he fecanded Mr. Pul-
teney’s motion for that purpofe, in the feflions of.
1737, on this patriotic principle ; that the heir ap-
parent, or any other prince of the royal bloed,
ought not to be fo totally dependant on the king
for his fubfiftence, that the dread of its being with-
held, or kept in arrear, fhould deter him from
fpeaking his fentiments freely on the conduct of
the king’s minifters : the motion mifcarried by the
influence of the minifter, as did another of a more
public nature, made by Sir John Barnard in the fame
feflion of parliament: <¢ The houfe having refolv--
ed itfelf into 2 committee of the whole houfe, to
confider of the national debt, a ftate of which had
been delivered in on the 18th of March, when it
amounted to 47,855,9481..35. 31d. a debate arofe
upon the intereft payable for this debt, and feveral .
aof the members concurringin opinion with Sir John,
that the intereft was too high, he moved, ¢ that’
his majefty fhould beenabled to raife money either
by fale of annuities, or by borrowing, at an inte-
reft not exceeding 3 per cent, a fum fufficient to
redeem the old fouth fea annuities, which bore 4 per
cent. intereft; and that fuch of the annuitants as
thould be inclined to fubfcribe their refpe&ive an-
nuities thould be preferred to all others.”

. Evidently calculated as it was for public utility,
as later experjence has demonftrated, it met with.
great
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great oppofition from the treafury-bench; but Sir’
John Barnard’s arguments were fo unaniweratle,
that it was referred to a-committeé to draw upa bill
on the principles of the mation ; -accordingly the
committee fat, reported their approbation of the mo-*
tion, ‘and were ordered to bring in the bill, which’
was read a firft and fecond time ; but upon the mo-
tion for committing it; it was rcje&ed by a minif-
terial majority. P
“In the year 1738, Sir John Barnard was lford
mayor of London; and though he met with a fevere’
domeftic affliction in the death of his lady during his
ayoralty,-he attended to the duties of this high
ftation with unwearied affiduity, and fupported the’
dignity of chief magiftrate with firmnefs, a&ivity,
and impartiality, for which he réceived the thanks
of the corporation. OE . P
- ‘The year 1740 produced fome diftrefsful events,
which gave him an opportunity of demonttrating’ -
his zeal for the honour and intereft of his country in'
her commeércial concerns.  After war had been de-
clared againft Spain -in 1739, the feas were covered
with privateers, failing underSpanifh ¢olours, moft
of which wereFrench fhips,” equipped withFrench
fubjects, and in a perfidious manaer lent toSpain,:
to enable the Spaniards to make more frequent cap-
tures at fea than they could otherwifc have done. :.
The trading part of the nation exclaimed loudly at
the fuccels of thefe privateers, which was imputed-
to the negligence of the admiralty, in not providing
proper convoys for our merchdnt fhips, fo that many”
of them were taken in the chops of the channel. ' As
foon as the parliament met,” which was on the 15th
of November, Sir John Barnard, in a debate upon:
an addrefs, in anfwer to the king’s {peech, com-
plained of the little care that had been taken, fince
the commencement of hatftilities, to protect the trad-
ers

H
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ers of Great Britain, who, he affirmed, had been
much greater fufferers by captures of their fhips than
theSpanifh fubjeéts. This well-timed remonitrance
in parliament had its defired effe&t; the admiralty
board took the matter into’ confideration, and a larg=
er number of fhips of war were ftationed in the
Weft-Indies, and fent fout on cruifing voyages to
thofe parts which were moft infefted by Spanith pri-
vateers. .

In the fame feffion of parliamenty Sir John Bar-
nard fupported Mr. William Pulteney, Sir William
Wyndkam, and Mr. Lyttelton, in carrying the
penfion-bill through the lower houfe ; it was a bill-
to exclude all penfioners of the crown from feats
in the houfe of commons. When it came into the
houfe of lords, it occafioned a long and paflionate
debate, and upon a divifion it was thrown out.

We have an undoubted right, from the general
charaéter of Sir John Barnard, . to confider the next-
public mealure to which he gave the fan&ion of
his vote, and added the weight of his intereft, as
founded in the fame zeal for his country, which ani-
mated him upon all eccafions ; and we muft there~:
fare reckon in the number of his public fervices,
his joining with his friends in fupporting the mo-
tion of Mr. Sandys, in the feffion of 1741, for an
addrefs to:his majefty, << that he would be graci-
oufly pleafed to remove the right honeurable Sig
Robert Walpole, knight of the maft noble order
of the Garter, firft commiffioner of -the 'treafury,
comptroller and under treafurer of the exchequer,
and one of his majefty’s moft honourable privy-
council, from -his majefty’s prefence and councils
for ever.”

This motion was feconded by lord Limerick ;
and the principal perfons who fuftained by the
moft eloquent {peeches, and pointed out with the

i greateft
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greateﬁ energy and accuracy, the many errors and
mal-practices of adminiftration, were Sir John Bar-
nard, . Mr. William Pitt, now earl of Chatham,
Mr. Pulteney, Sir John Hynde Cotton, and Mr.
Gibfon. 2

The defence made by Sir Robert Walpole, isa
mafter-piece of cool reafoning, and in many re-
fpects was unanfwerable ; the debate upon the mo-
tion is one of the beft on record ; it lafted till three
in the morning, when above fixty of the country
gentlemen withdrew, who were thereupon called
fneakers; and the queftion being put, it was loft
by a very great majerity, 290, to 106.. But though
it mifcarried, the fpeeches made by the gentlemen
who fupported the motion, had fuch an effe&t out
of doors, that the charaéter of Sir Robert Walpole
was ruined in the opinion of the public, and his
authority from this day vifibly declined : and in
the following fpring he accepted a peerage, and
refigned all his employments. (See his life.)

We have only to add, as a further proof of Sir
John Barnard’s public f{pirit, integrity, and con-
ftitutional independency, as one of the reprefenta-
tives of the capital city of England, by the example
of which the reft are generally influenced, that he
was a fteady friend to. triennial parliaments; and
as often as the queftion for fhortening the duration
of parliaments came into debate, which happened
frequently while he fat in the houfe,. he fupported
it with refolution and ftrong force of argument;
and though the repeal of the f{eptennial-bill could
not be accomplithed, he had the happinefs to live
in a time, when minifters and their adherents gave
decent attention in the houfe, to.every propofition
advanced or fupported by the reprefentatives of fo
refpectable a body as the citizens of London ; and
they had the fatisfattion of hearing manly replies,

and
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and fometimes convincing arguments againft their
motions. Nay, Sir John God{chall and Sir John
Barnard were within 20 votes of carrying the.re-
peal of :feptennial parliaments in- 1742. ,
Not fuch is the fate of Mr. Sawbridge, the
‘prefent lord imayor of London, and one of the
-city members, who treading in the fteps of his
great predeceflor, Sir John Barnard, in his par-
liamentary condudt, diftinguithes himfelf by an
unwearied attention to his duty, and by promoting
the true intereft of his country and of his coniti-
“tuents upon all occafions. Being clearly of opi-
nion that: fhort and frequent parliaments form a
part of the {uperior excellence of our conttitution,
and the moft cffeGtual barriers againft corruption,
“bribery, and the undue minifterial influence of the
crown’; -he annually makes a motion, for fhorten-
ing the duration of parliaments ; and he takes care
to give previous notice of his intention; yet, im-
portant as this fubject is in itfelf, and ftill more
fo from the refpect due to the charaéter and fitua-
tion of the mover, it is always received with a
fncer, and no reply whatever is made to it; but
the impenetrable minifterial plalanx, (like T'urkifh
mutes, who, deftined to ftrangle fome devoted
viétim, wait in profound filence for the imperial
mandate of deftruction) range themfelves on each
fide of the reigning political "deity, and eagerly
look for the queftion, which being put, they fa-
crifice it in a confufed vociferation of their favourite
monofyllable, N O. LI5S
We thall now take our leave of Sir John Barnard,
as a member of parliament, and attend to his con-
duct as a magiftrate. He was many years alderman
of Dowgate-ward, but upon the death of Sir John
‘T'homfon, in 1749, he removed, purfuant to an
act of common-council, and took:upon him the

cuftody
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cuftody of Bridge-ward without, always held by the

fenior alderman, who, upon this removal, takes
the title of Father of the city, He was many years
prefident of Chrift’s-hofpital, and avigilant, active
governor of Bethlechem and Bridewell- hofpitals.
At length, being oppreffed by the infirmities of
age, and worn out with the fatigues of public bu-
finefs, in the year 1758, Le defired leave to refign
his gown ; and the fenfe of his great merit, as it
is exprefled by the vote of thanks of his fellow-
citizens, is the beft encomium on this illuftricus
patriot that can be given to the reader ; we have
therefore thought proper to tranferibe it from the
records. :

In the court of mayor and aldermen, upon a
‘motion of Sir Robert Ladbroke, the thanks of the
court of aldermen were given to Sir John Barnard,
and exprefled in the following terms: ¢¢ Itis una-
nimoudly agreed and ordercd; that the thanks of
this court be given to Sir Jobn Barnard, knight,
late one of the aldermen, and father of this city,
for his conftant attendance and falutary counfels in
this court; his wife, vigilant, and impartial ad-
miniftration of juftice ; -his unwearied zeal for the
honour, fafety and profperity of his fellow-citizens;
his inviolable attachment to the laws and. liberties
of his country ; and for. the noble example he has
fet of a long and uninterrupted courfe of virtue in
private as well as in public life.” .

At a court of cominon-council, it was likewife
unanimoufly refolved, upon the motion of John
Paterfon, Efq; ¢ That Sir John Barpard, knight,
fo juftly and emphatically ftyled the Father of the
city, having lately (to the great and lafting regret
of this court) thought proper to refign the office of
alderman, the thanks of this court be given him,

for
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for having fo long and faithfully devoted himfelf
to the fervice of his fellow-citizens ; for the honour
and influence which this city has, upon many oc-
cafions, derived from the dignity of his character,
and the wifdom, fteadinefs, and integrity of his
conduét; for his firm adherence to the conflitution
both in church and ftate; his noble ftruggles for
liberty ; and his difinterefted and invariable purfuit
of the true glory and profperity of his king and
country ; uninfluenced by power ; unawed by cla~
mour ; and unbiaffed by the prejudice of party.”

No addition can be given to this pérfeét cha-
ralter ; we have therefore only to obferve, that in
order to perpetuate the memory of his fignal fer-
vices to the city, a ftatue was voted by the fame
courts, and eretted in his life-time on the royal-
exchange, reprefenting him at full length, in his
majefterial robes. 3

Thus crowned with honéur, and full of years,
he retired to his country-feat at Clapham, where
he died in the month of Auguft 1767.

* % Authorities. Mortimer’s Hift. of England,
Vol. III. Parliamentary Debates. Noorthouck’s
Hiftory of London.
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MEMOIRS OF

THOMAS PELHAM HOLLES,
Duke of NEWCASTLE, &e,
And of his Brother,
The Right Hon. HENRY PELHAM,
" [A. D. 1693, to 1768.] |

THE long and aétive part which the Jate duke
of Newecaftle had in the adminiftration of the
public affairs of Great Britain, renders the few anec- -
dotes of his life we have been able to colle&t, of
too much importance to be omitted.

Iinperfe&t as they are, they furnifh the means of
continuing the thread of hiftory in a regular manner,
and of clofing it with propriety : the minifters who
fucceeded bis grace at the helm of government being -
ftill living, except Mr. George Grenville, whote
abilities, and integrity in office merit the higheft en-
comiums; though the former, we apprehend will be
doubted, and perhaps denied by future hiftorians, on
account of the unhappy quarrel in which this nation
bhas been invelved with her colonies, in confequence
of the ftamp a&, projeéted and carried into execu-
tion by that enterprifing minifter. "Others, however,
may be difpofed to confider the meafure as founded
in policy and juftice, and to impute all the diftur-

Vor. VI, H bances
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bances that have happened in North America, to
the impolitic repeal of the a&k. At all events, who-
ever draws the charaéter of Mr. Grenville, to be
perufed by pofterity, will, we hope, do him the
juftice to acknowledge, that, for the fhort time he
had the management of the public revenues, as firft
Jord of the treafury, the ftricteft ceconomy was ob-
ferved, and every device put in praétice to ameliorate
the finances, to liquidate and reduce the national
debt, and to fave the public money, by a ftrict fcru-
tiny into the demands of thofe rapacious vultures,
the commiflaries in the laft war, from whofe ac-
counts he cut off near fix millions fterling ; which,
but for his integrity and refolution, muft at this
hour have made part of our national debt.

From this neceflary digreflion, we will now re-
turn to the memoirs of the duke of Newcaftle. His
grace was the fon of ThomasPelham, a peer of the
realm, by the title of Baron Pelham of Loughton :
he was born in the year 1693, and in 1717, he fuc-
ceeded to the title and large eftate of his uncle, John
Holles, duke of Newcaftle upon Tyne, who had
made him his adopted heir; and her majefty queen
Anne, foon after empowered him to take the fur-
name and bear the arms of the family of Holles, pur-
fuant to the laft will of his uncle. From this time
therefore, his ftyle and title run as we have given
it at the head of thefe memoirs. - But ftill he only
{at as a baron in the houfe of peers, the title of duke
of Newcaftle upon Tyne, being only honorary.
However, he was diftinguithed as a young noble-
man of an afpiring genius towards the clofe of the
reign of queen Anne, and his large eftate giving
him an extenfive intereft and influence, he was
confidered by the whig-party, at this early ftage
of life, as a powerful friend. The tory miniftry
during the laft four years of the queen’s reign, hav-

mng
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ing purfued meafures which tended to the fubver-
fion of the proteftant fucceflion, in the houfeof Han-
over, the duke openly avowed his principles, and
His attachment to George I. with whom he had the
“ honour to correfpond after the death of the ele€trefs
Sophia in 1714, when it became neceflary for the
court of Hanover to be apprized of all the motions
of the Englith miniftry, and to be well aflured who
were their real friends.

* Upon the demife of the queen, the fame year,
the duke of Newcaltle exerted himfelf in promoting
a loyal zeal for the new revolution, throughout
Nottinghamthire, where his influence was univer-
fal ; and having fecured this  county.in the intereft
of George I. he flew to London, and entered into
an aflociation with the principal noblemen and
gentlemen of the whig party, who were confidered
by the new fovercign as his beft friends. Accord-
ingly, his majelty, on hisarrival in England, took
the reins of government out of the hands of the to-
ries, and made a total change in the adminiftration,
The duke of Newcaftle, however, was too young
to expect any confiderable fhare in the government,
and the king had fo many great men amongft the
whigs to provide for, whofe political abilities had
ftood the telt of many years experience, that it was
thought expedient at this time to reward his zeal in
fupport of the houfe of Hanover, by new dignities
and pofts of emolument, rather than by any office in
the departments of public bufinefs.

In the month of October 1714, he was created
vifcountPelham of Haughton in the county of Not-
tingham, with remainder to his brother Henry Pel-
ham and his heirs male, and earl of Clare in the
county of Suffolk ; and appointed lord lieutenant
and cuftos rotulorum of the county of Nottingham,
In November, he was made cuftos rotulorum of -

: H2 Middlefex,
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Middlefex, and lord licutenant of the faid county,
and of the city of Weftiinfter, in December follow-
ing. He was alfo conftituted fteward, warden, and,
keeper of the foreft of Sherwood, and park of Fole-
wood. : .
By this time, the difaffeGted party, known by
the name of jacobites, who wifhed for the reftora-
tion of the family of the Stuarts, and feemed deter-
mined torun all hazards to accomplith it, found it,
their intereft to unite with the difcontented tories,
whowere ripe for any mifchief, to reyenge the affront,
and inconvenience of having been difmiffed from
all employments of truft and emolument under the
new government. This union formed a powerful
oppofition to all the meafurcs of the whig-admi-,
niftration, and even produced the moft daring in-
fults -to the perfon and charaer of the {overeign.
The prefs teemed with feditious pamphlets, the
frantic populace affembled in a tumultous manner
in many parts of the capital, and proceeded to alts
of open violence; breaking the windows of the
houfcs of all perfons who didtinguifhed themfelves
‘by elpoufing the caufe of government, and pulling
down the meeting houfes of the proteftant-difienters,
who had been the carly and zcalous fupporters of
the proteftant fucceflion. Matters were casried fo
far at length, that the clergy in the intereft of the
tories, and thence denominated high-church-men,
encouraged the people to commit thefe diforders by.
inflammatory fermons; till his inajefty, as fupreme
head of the church, faw himfelf under the neceflity
to publifh an_order, prohibiting the clergy from,
intermeddling with affairs of ftate in the pulpit.
Even the very guards were {pirited up to mutiny,
on account of their clothing being of an inferior
quality to what was ufual, whicharofe from the
avarice of theagent, All this time, the jacobites
i 7 kept
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- kept 'up a correfpondence with the prétender, and
gave him encouragement to attempt an invafion;
afluring him that he might rely on the affiftance of
tie tories, who were determined at alk events, to
fubvert the prefent government.  The intelligence
of the pretender’s defigns being conveyed to govern-
ment, in‘the manner reldted in the [ife of the earl
‘of Stair, proper meafures werc taken to fruftrate his
Ycheme; but the difaffeted in all parts of the king~
dom, buoyed up by fulfe hopes, rofe in feveral parts
of the kingdom in formidable mobs, and committed
‘great depredations, particularly on the property of
diffenters. As to the London-mob it increafed daily,
‘and went by the name of the Ormond-mob ;. in this
fituation of affairs, government was obliged to a&
with great delicacy, for employing the military to

- fupprefs thefe rioters, would have weakened the
intereft of the houfe of Hanover, ‘and have rendered
adminiftration unpopular : the miniftry, therefore,

- took a meafure which could not be juftified, but un=
der fuch particular circumftances : whiz-mobs were
fecretly encouraged ; and the duke’'of Newcaftle
foon diftinguifhed himfelf as the chief of a mob,
called after him, which had more effe&t in driving
the duke of Ormond out of the kingdom, and in
checking the infolence of the tories, than the riot-
ad, or any other interpofition of the civil-power.

T'he king now judged it proper to give this a&tivé -
fupporter of his caufe, frefh marks of his royal fa-~
vour, by creating him marqais'and duke of ‘New-
caftle under Line, in November 1715.

In April“ 1717, his grace was appointed Tord~
chamberlain of the houfehold, on‘the promotion of
the duke of Bolton to be lord-lieutenant of Ireland :
and the following year, he was cleted one of the
knights companions of the moft noble order of the
Garter.  Being now about the king’s perfon, he

H 3 hadi
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had an opportunity of difplaying his talents for
ftate-affairs, and it was not long before his majefty
put.him to the teft, by confulting him as a cabinet-
counfellor, on the famous quadruple alliance, be-
tween the emperor, the king of Great Britain, the
king of France, and the States General. As his
grace was confulted upon the terms of this nego-
tiation, he was appointed one of the commiffioners
to fign the treaty, which was executed at White-
hall, on the 22d of July 1718.

In 1719, his majefty went to Hanover, and the
duke of I\?ewcaﬁle was appointed one of. the lords-
juftices, for the adminiftration of the government,
during the king’s abfence. He enjoyed the fame
honour, upon fimilar occafions, at different times,
in.the abfence of George I. and of his late majefty.

The duke held the poft of lord-charmberlain till
the month of April 1724, when he refigned it, upon
being appointed one of the principal fecretaries of
ftate, upon a change in the miniftry.

His grace fucceeded the lord Carteret, who was-
made lord-lieutenant of Ireland. At the fame time,
the duke’s brether, Mr, Henry Pelham, was ap-
‘pointed fecretary at war ; and from this period we
may confider the two brcothers as ftatefmen, whofe
united intereft and abilities paved the way for their
attainment of that plenitude of power, which they
enjoyed fome years after,

In 1726, his grace was chofen recorder of Not-
tingham, an honour at that time done to the duke 5
though, when he became firft lord of the treafury,
his continuing to hold this office was a return of
the compliment to the county.

The acceffion of his late majefty in 1727, made
no alteration in the cabinet, all the great officers
of ftate were continued ; and the fyftem of politics
eftablithed by George I. was ftri¢tly adhered to for

¢ -fome
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fome time, Sir Robert Walpole was indeed at the
head of the treafury, but the fupreme direétion of
the public aftairs, of fo potent an empire as that
of Great Britain, was not yet ufurped by any fingle,
prefuming, man.. Lord vifcount Townthend was
confidered as the chief manager of forejgn concerns;
his great knowledge in treaties and negotiations,
acquired on embaffies to different courts, qualify-
ing him for this department in preference to the
duke of Newcaltle, who, being the junior fecretary
of ftate, we find very little notice taken of him in
the annals of the firft ten years of the reign of
George II. except that he and his brother con-
ftantly and firmly fupported Sir Robert Walpole,
after he aflumed the envied poft of prime, or rather
fole, minifter of Great Britain; but when that
ftatefman’s power began to decline, it was vifible
to the courtiers, that the two brothers were taking
meafures to undermine, and to fucceed him. And
in 1737, a ftrong proof of the increafing influence
of the duke’s friends was given by his being elected
high-fteward of the univerfity of Cambridge. .

In the feffion of parliament in the year 173q;
the duke of Newcaftle was entrufted with a bufi=
nefs of great importance, becaufe it was likely to
meet with a powerful oppofition ; this was, to lay
before the houfe of peers, a fubfidy treaty with the
king of Denmark, by which his majefty had agreed
to pay to the Danith monarch 70000!. perannum,
on condition that he fhould furnith Great Britain
wih a fuccour of 6000 men, atany time when they
fhould be required : his grace likewife undertook
to deliver a meilage from the king, defiring the
houfe would enable him to fulfil this engagement.
This treaty, and the demand confequent to it, was
violently attacked by the antiminifterial peers, and
particularly by lord Carteret, then out of office,

H'y4 who
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who was an able ftatefman, and an cloquent fpeaker;

“but the duke of Newecaftle exerted himfelf upon this
occafion, and {o forciby pointed out the expediency
of the meafure, the nation being upon the eve of a
war with Spain, that the treaty was approved, after
2 long and animated debate, by a confiderable ma-
jority.

In the houfe of commons the treaty met with
very rough treatment, from Sir William Wyndham,
and Mr., Pulteney, the leading members in the op-
pofition, againft Sir Robert Walpole’s adminiftra~
‘tion 3 but Mr. Henry Pelham fupported it by un-
anfwerable arguments, well knowing, that if a war
fhould enfue, and the reins of government fhould
come into the hands of himfelf and his brother,
they .could not poflibly carry it on without fub-
fidiary treaties for. foreign troops ; and the vote for
the fupply being carried, as much through the in-
fluence of Mr. ?elham, as by that of the minifter,
zhe brothers were looked upon with a very favour-
able eye at court ; and it was foretold, that, if any
change took place in the miniftry, they would cer-
tainly be placed at the head of affairs, However,
upon the refignation of Sir Robert Walpole, in
2742, amixed adminiftration was formed; the earl
of Wilmington was made firft lord of the treafury;
and lord Carteret was appointed one of the principal
fecretaries of ftate, and had the greateft fhare of
- power in his department; fo that this was called
the Carteret-adminiftration. - A miniftry compofed
of fome of the moft violent meinbers in the late
oppofition, in both houfes, of a few friends of the
difcarded premier, and of others who were forming
a new oppofition in order to bring the Pelham’s
into power; in fhort, of a medley of whigs and
tories, could not be expeted to a& in concert,
i and
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and therefore its diffolution. was foretold, almoft
as foon as it was eftablifhed. \ ,

The earl of Wilmington fucceeded Sir Robert
as firft lord of thie treafury, and Mr. Sardys, his:
great opponent in tlic houfe of commons, filled his.

- other office, being alfo appointed one of the trea-.
fury-board, and chancellor of the exchequer. The:
ficlt mealure of the new miniftry was to gratify the’
popular wifh, by fetting on foot dn. enquiry into:
the condult of affairs for twenty years paft ; a mo-
tion, toappoint 2 committee for this purpofe, was:
brought into the houfe of commons, on the gth of
March, by ltord vifcount Limerick, and was fup-~
ported by Sir John St. Aubyh, Mr., William Pitt,
and lord Percival. It was oppofed by Sir Charles
Wager, Mr. Henry Pelham, and Mr. Henry Fox;,
and, after a long debate, it was rejeted by 2 ma-
jority of two. However, on the 23d, a’ motion,
varying only id its form, but having ‘the fame
objelt in view, was carried by a majority of feven
voices ; and it was refolved, that a committee of
fecrecy thould bz chofen by ballot, to enquire into.
the conduct of Robert, earl of Orford, during thé
laft ten years of his being firft commiffioner of the
trealury, and chancellor and under-treafurer of the
exchequer. atH

But the oppofition given to thefe motions by Mr.
Pelbam in the Jower houfe, and to fimilar proceed~
ings in the upper houfe, by the duke of Newcaftle,
plainly demonftrated that there wis no concord in
the new cabinct; and in the {eflioh of parliament
of the following year, an oppofition was formed
in both houfes, as formidable as that which had
made the earl of Orford refigri; the continuing
16000 Hanoverians in the pay of Great Britain,
to fight the battlés of the queen of Hungary on the
continent, was flated to be a grofs impofition on
s e Hg the
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the Britith nation ; ~ and the diftinguifhed talents
for which fome of the gentlemen in the prefent mi-
niftry had been almoft idolized while they were out
of office, could not be difcerned fince they had the
diretion of public affairs; in falt, they had but
few friends, and no greatintereft either in parlia-
ment or out of doors, and they were defpifed for
having changed their principles and party. The
minifter, lord Carteret, poflefled great abilities as
a {tatefman, he exerted them with great fpirit in
defence of the meafures adopted by government ;
and he found means to obtain the approbation of
the houfe of lords to the unpopular itep of retain-
ing .the 16coo Hanoverian troops in the fervice of
Great Britain for the year 1743 ; the carrying of
this point, of the repeal of the gin act, and obtain-
ing a negative on two motions calculated to brin
an odium on the miniftry for the Auftrian alliance,
infured them their pofts during. the fummer recefs
of parliament, when lord Carteret accompanied the
king to the army in Klanders ; and the viétory at
Dettingen, gained by his majefty in perfon, with his
minifter by his fide, feemed to promife a triumphant
yeturn to parliament the enfuing feflion; but the
oppefition had been too bufy in lord Carteret’s ab-
fence : the anti-minifterial writers had poifoned
the minds of the people, and had excited in them
a fixed averfion to the chief perfons who managed
the helm of government. To eftet this, ground-
lefs fufpicions were artfully propagated ; the bur- .
then of the taxes-was exaggerated ; the true intercft
of the nation was faid to be facrificed to the aggran-
difement of a foreign eleCtorate ; no pains were {par-
ed to increafe the national jealoufy of the Hanove-
raans; the refignation of the great earl of .Stair,
who was difguited at the partiality fhewn by the
king to foreign generals, increafed the difcontent ;
b and
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and lord Carteret muft have refigned at this period,
fo great were the diflintions in parliament and in
the cabinet, if the unexpelted news of an intended
invafion by the pretender’s eldeft fon, had not call-.
ed upon all parties, to unite in the common defence
of their fovereign, and of the nation,

In the mean time, the Newcaftle intereft had been.
greatly ftrengthened by the advancement of Henry
Pelham to the head of the treafury, upon the death
of the earl of Wilmington, in July 1743, with
which he likewife held the office of chancellor of

e exchequer, and from this time, the whig party
in adminiftration preponderated, and the tory inte-
reft, attached to lord Carteret, declined ; fo that to.
wards the end of 1744, when the nation was fettled,’
and all alarms about the pretender were over, the
projeéted invafion having mifcarried, lord Carteret
threw up, and the feals of his office were given to
Yord Harrington, who being brought in by the Pel~
hams, aéted under them ; and now the adminiftra-,
tion of the brothers commenced, Mr. Henry Pelham:
being confidered as prime minifter, and the duke
of Newecallle as the fecond perfon in power and of~
fice in the ftate.

The following year afforded the new adminif~
tration an opportunity of acquiring great popula-
rity, by the well concerted, active meafures taken:
to fupprefs the rebellion inScotland : a perfect har--
mony prevailed in both houfes ; there was no divi-
{ion upon any minifterial bufinefs during the whole
feflion of parliament; and the vitory gained atCul-
loden by his royal highnefs the late duke of Cum=~
berland in April 1746, ftrengthened the public opi~
nion of the new adminiftration, by whofe recom-
mendation the duke had been appointed generalif~
fimo of all the king’s forces, and commander in
chief againft the rebels. The fame entire appro-

: H6 bation
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bation of .the conduét of the Pelhams appeared in
the fucceeding fefion of parliament; the moft af-
fe&tionate addrefles were prefented to the throne,
and the moft liberal fupplies granted for the fupport
of the queen of Hungary againft France and the
king of Pruflia, In a word, the nation feemed to
congratulate itfelf on its efcape from the great dan-
ger of arevolution unfavourable to civil and reli-
gious liberty, which might have been effected, if
the reins of government had been in the hands of
the tories, or of any perfons lefs diftinguifhed than
the Pelbams, for their zealous attachment to the
houfe of Hanover.

Such .was'the happy fituation of affairs at home ;
but the bad fuccefs of our military operations in
Flanders in the campaign of 1747, particularly the
defeat -of ‘the duke of Cumberland at the battle of
‘Val, where the confederate army would have been
cut to pieces, ifit had not been for the fignal valour
of the late lord Ligonier, caft a gloom upon the
afpet of foreign aftairs, and gave a handle for op-
oppofition at the next meeting of parliament, which
was a new one ; and it mufl not be denied, that the
‘brothers were charged with exerting undue influence
at this general election to pracure the return of
members in their intereft : the oppofition therefore
was but very feeble, and the fubfidy treaties with
the quecen of Hungary, the emprefs of Ruflia, the
king of Sardinia, the eletors of Mentz and Bavaria
the prince of Hefle, and the duke of Wolfenbuttle
were quietly voted, though the king in his fpeech
from the throne had mentioned, that a congrefs
would fpeedily be opened at Aix laChapelle for the
purpofe of a general pacification between all the
belligerent powers,

‘The congrefs accordingly took place in March
1748 ; and had to furmount a variety of difficul-
: X ties
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ties and obftrulions, which the jarring interefts:
of the contending parties had produced in the courfe
of the negotiation, but thefe being finally adjufted;;,
the preliminary articles of peice were figned on.
the 1gth of April, and the definitive treaty on the
7th of O&ober following.

But it was foon difcovered by the’ difcontented’
at home, that the Britith minifters had been too
precipitate in"figning, and they were charged with
aiming rather at acquiring a reputation for addrefs
and difpatch, than endeavouring to render their
work firmand durable. It was found, thatno provi-
fion had been made by the treaty to fecure the right
of the Britifh fubjeéts to navigate in the American
feas, without!being fubjedt to fearch from the
Spanith guarda coftas : and the difgraceful meafare
of fending two Britifh noblemen to the court of
France, to remain there, as hoftages for the refti-
tution of Cape Breton, threw the nation into fuch:
a ferment, that if the Pelhams'had not made them-
felves fecure, by forming a powerful intereft gra-
dually, before they took the lead in adminiftration,
they muft have thrown up, as' many of their pre-
deceflors had done, merely to filence the clamours
of a rifing faction, and the popular cry againft
them without doors.

As to the poor hoftages, the earl of Suffex, and
lord Cathcart, they were infulted in every prac-
ticable manner, and rendered fo defpicable in the
eyes, not enly of their own countrymen, but of the
French fubjecls; that it is almoft a wonder they
could furvive the mertifications they underwent,

Fhe parliament ‘met -on the 2gth of November,
and warm addreffes of congratulation ‘on the peace
were prefented to the king ; but it was evident the
.¢ommons were in a different difpofition with refpeét
to the miniftry, and by no mvans inclined to be fo

pliant
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pliant as in the former feflion. The addrefs of:
thanks for the fpeech met with a violent oppofition ;:
the meafure of concluding the peace, while the
Ruflians were on their march to join the Auftrians,.
was loudly condemned ; for it was faid, that we
might have diltated the terms of the peace, and
have obtained great advantages for our allies, if
this junétion of the two armies had previoufly taken,
place. Intimations were likewife thrown out, that
an enquiry would be fet on foot as to the caufes.
which had rendered the events of the war fo little
anfwerable to the prodigious expence incurred, and
the known valour of the Britifh troops; but thefe:
menaces produced no motion, and the addrefs was.
carried in the end, without a divifion.

However, when the houfe.proceeded to the efti-
mate of the {upply for the fervice of the year 1749,
though a reduction had been made both of the land.
and fea forces, upon the peace, they found that
the fums abfolutely neceffary to make good the en-,
gagements of parliament to the king; for the fer-
vices performed in the profecution of the war; for
difcharging arrears, and making good deficiencies ;,
would amount, in_the whole, to 8,000,0001. an
amazing burthen upon the public; which gave
occafion to the oppofition to treat Mr. Pelham with,
great feverity, as the author of all the debts and
incumbrances with which the nation was loaded..
Upon this occafion therefore, he thewed the ftrength.
of his connections ; for the expediency of granting
the above mentioned fupply was maintained with
all the {trength of argument, and powers. of oratory,,
by thofe able {peakers, Mr. Pitt, now earl of Chat-
ham, and Mr. Murray, the prefent Jord Mansfield ;,
whofe fpeeches contributed, in a great meafure, to
turn the fcale, and prevent any divifion upon the

quettion,
This

-
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This flruggle being got over, and the people be-
ginning to be more reconciled to the peace, the
adminiftration was firmly rooted, and in the courfe
of the fummer, the brothers promoted a very po-
pular meafure, which had in view the extenfion of
our commerce, and was in general well received :
this was, the cultivation and improvement of the
long-negletted fettlement of Nova Scotia; great
encouragement was given to foldiers, fcamen, and
artificers, to embark for this colony; and as it
took off a great number of diforderly perfons in the
army and navy, who generally take to a bad courfe
of life after a peace, it was confidered as a very po-
litical, as well as a very teneficial regulation. The
late earl of Halifax, then at the head of the board
of trade and plantations, difcovered great abilities,
and a thorough knowledge of the commercial in-
terefts of his country upen this occafion, and the
active part he took in carrying the {cheme into im-
niediate execution, was commemorated by giving
his name to the firft town built by the new fettlers,
who arrived fafe at Nova Scotia, and marked out
the plan of Halifax, in the month of July of this

ear.

Though the fettlement of this valuable colony
fwelled the eftimate of the fupply for 1750, yet
Mr. Pelham met with no oppofition in parliament,
for he had now brought to maturity a fcheme which
had often been attempted, but had always mifcar-
ried ; this was, a redution of the intereft on the
national debt, without violating the faith of par
liament, or affeCting public credit. No opportu~
nity could be more favourable than that in which
he carried into execution this great finance-ope-
ration, i 3

A great number of individuals at home had
amaffcd princely fortunes by the war; and vaft

Y ' numberg
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numbers of foreigners, during the troubles of Eu-
rope, had kept their money locked up, not know-
ing how to employ it to advantage with any degree
of fecurity. Thefe all thewed an eagernefs to veft
their property in the Englifh funds, and increafed
the number of purchafers fo confiderably, that the
ftocks rofe, and it appeared that in reality, money
came in fo faft from all quarters, that the intereft
of it upon the beft fecurity was little more than 3
per cent. Mr. Pelham judicioufly availed himfelf
of this crifis,. and moved for leave to bring in a bill
for reducing the intereft of the 4 per cent. annuities
to 3% for feven years certain, and afterwards to 3.
per cent. The minifter took upon himfelf the whole
ftrefs of the debate on this important {ubject, and he
fo fully convinced the hou'e, of the publie advantages
to be derived from the meafure, that it was carried
without much oppofition, and the refolutions taken
by the houfe thereupon were printed by way of ad-
vertifement to the proprietors of the 4 per ceats, in
the London gazette of November the 2gth 1749.
The few, who refufed to fubfcribe, were paid off
. their principal and intereft out of the finking fund 3
and thus this great national faving was happily
effeéted, and an addition of neur €oc,000}. per an-
num’ was made after 1750, to the produce of the
finking fund. 3
" In the month of May 1751, another public event
took place, which does honour to the adminiitration
of the brothers : this was the alteration of the ftyle.
A fcheme projected by the earl of Macclesfield, but
which, from the felfifhnefs and prejudices of indi-
viduals, could never have been carried into execu-
tion, if the duke of Newcaftle and Mr. Pétham ‘had
not. excrted the whole weight of their influence and
intereft in its fupport. ‘The advantages to the trad-
ing part of the king’s fubjects, in their cerrefpon-
’ dence
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lence with foreign merchants, was felf evident; but
the landed gentlemen were at firft apprehenfive of
-difficulties with regard to the expiration of eafes,
‘the payment of ‘rénts, &¢. but the framers of the
“bill, having obviated evc?r -objection of this nature,
by the great peripicuity of the provifions in the ad,
it pafled with general approbation, and took piace
from the 1ft day of Januvary 1752, from which time,
it was enalted, That that day fhould be deemed
‘the firft of every enfuing year, throughout all his
‘majefty’s dominions, and not the 25th " of March,
‘which had hitherto been confidered as the firft day
of the year, in the dates of moft covenants and con-
tralls, as well mercantile as others’; and many 1aw
fuits, befides other inconveniences had arifen, .from
‘the difagreement of public courts and offices upon
this pomt fome reckoning the year from the firft
of ]anualy and others from the 25th of March,
to the no {fmall injury of private property.

The parliament rofe very early this year, on ac-
tount of the king’s defire to vifit his German domi:
mons, his m'geﬁy having a' favourite. obje& in
view, which was to carry the ele&ion of the arch-
duke Jofeph, the emperor’s eldeft fon, to be king
of the Romans. For this'purpofe he fet out for
Hanover the latter end of March, and took the
duke of Newcaflle with him, that he might be the
better enabled to concert the proper meafures for
accomplifhing this bufinefs. An ele&oral dict was
foon called for this purpofe, by the eletor of Mentz,
through the influence of the courts of Vienna and
Hanover; but the king of Pruffia and the eletor
of Cologne exerted themfelves fo effectually againft
the archduke that the election did not take place.

It is fuppofed to have been during the courfe of
this negotiation, that feveral confiderable and weal-
thy foremn _Iews got accefs to the duke of New-

caftle,
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caftle, and propofed a general naturalization in Eng-
land, of their people: finding encouragement, they
wrote to their friends in England, to folicit M.
Pelham on this fubjeét; and as the moft affluent
amongft the Englifh Jews were well known to the -
minifter, from their fubfcribing eonftantly and large-
Iy to theannual fchemes for raifing the fupplies dur-
ing the late war, they pufhed the matter home,
and had the addrefs to get their defign {fupported -
by petitions from the clothing counties, reprefent-
ing the Jews as confiderable exporters of our woolen
manufactures; and recommending the propofed a&
¢¢ to permit perfons profefling the Jewifh religion
to be naturalized by parliament,” as a meafure that
would make many rich foreign Jews come over to
England with their effeés ; and agreeable to the
experience of former ages, they would certainly
employ them in commerce, by which means our
thipping would be increafed, as well as the demand
for our native manufa&ures. . It is an eternal dif-
grace to the bench of bifhops, that the bill was
brought into the upper houfe firft, and paffed
through it, without any oppofition on their part; -
for however it might have been looked upon by felf-
interefted traders, or uninformed temporal lords,
the right reverend fathers muft have known, that,
by giving their affent to this a&, they were deftroy-
ing, as far as in them lay, the {cripture prophecies :
one of which is remarkably fulfilled and remains fo.
to this day: ¢ that the Jews fhould be a wander-
ing people upon earth, but fhould never more be
able to form a national eftablilhment.”

Yet fuch was the latitude of this bill, thatif the
popular voice had not obliged the miniftry to pro-
cure its repeal, in the very feflion enfuing that in
which it was paffed, the Jews from abroad, join-
ing with thofe at home, might have got pofleffion,

in
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in procefs of time, of two-thirds of the landed pro~
perty of the kingdom ; and we all experience, that
legiflation is in‘a great meafure annexed to that
property. '

In the lower houfe it met with deferved oppo-
fition ; petitions werc prefented againit it by the
city of Londen in their corporate capacity, and by
the merchants and traders feparately; they were
heard by their counfel at the bar, and a violent de-
bate enfued ; but ftill the miniftry carried the bill,
by a confiderable majority : however, they foon
difcovered their error, for the clamour was as vioe
lent as it was univerfal ; and in the aét abrogating
this infamous ftatute, the grounds for the repeal
are ftated to be, ¢¢ That occafion had been taken
from the firft law, to raife difcontents, and to dif=
quict the minds of many of his majefty’s fubjeéts.”

In the life of lord-chancellor Hardwicke we have
noticed the marriage-at, which pafled at the fame
time as the Jew-act; and occafioned likewife no
fmall murmurings.

Though lord%{ardwicke framed the bill, yet the
principal promoter of it, wholly in the view of pre-
venting clandeftine marriages, was -Mr, Pelham,
and that-frem a domeftic circumftance but little
known, and therefore not mentioned in the annals
of his time. At this petiod publick breakfaftings
and balls in the mornings, at fundry houfes of en-
tertainment in the environs of London, were uni-
verfally in vogue. ‘The places moft frequented by
perfans of diftin&ion were, Ruckholt-houfe, in
Effex, and Putney bowling-green-houfe; but as
the company could not fail of being mifcellaneous,
where money was taken at the door, it fo hap-
pened, that a fharper danced with the earl of Til-
ney’s fifter at Ruckholt-houfe, engaged her affec~
tions, and was on the peint of being clandeftinely

marricd
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married to the lady, when fortunately his chara&er
“‘was difcovered. Nearly the fame event happened
‘to Mifs Pelham, fifter to Mr. Henry Pelham, and
the duke of Newcaftle ; this lady found an amiable
‘partner at Putney bowling-green-houfe, with whom
Fhe frequently danced, and from ‘thence "an inti-
‘macy commenced, which terminated in a detldra-
tion of love on the part-of the young getitleman,
which wa’s fo favourably receivec;’by Mifs Pelham;
that the invited him to her brother’s houfe, where
he made her feveral vilits, and had abfolutely gained
her confent to marry him'; when a general officer
accidentally paying her a vifit one afternoon, while
the gallant was there, ‘dire&tly knew him to be
Maclean, the famous hichwayman, who had rob-
‘bed himtwice on the highway : an explanation en-
fued, ‘the adventurer retired with great precipita-
tion ; and the general, finding that his difcove?l
did ‘not tnake that ftrong impreflion upon Mifs
Pelham™s mind, which might have been expeted,
flew to Mr, Pelham, and laid the whole matter be-
fore 'him, which animated the minifter to promote

. the ‘marriage-2&, an alt -as impolitic, as it is

unpopular: had it-been confined to the higher
ranks of life, the inconveniences of clandeftine
marriages might have been provided againft, with-
out laymng fuch an injudicious refiraint on the mar-
riages of the common people, which, in a com-
mercial country, ought to mect with all poffible

encouragement from the legiflature. ™’ "
This was the laft public bufinefs worthy our no-
tice in which Mr. Henry Pelham was concerned ;
for no material -tranfa&tion happened in the feflion
of parliament opened on the 15th of Nov. 17533
and in the beginning' of March 17354, this able
ftatefman died, fincercly lamented by his fovereign,
and regretted by the nation, who readily forgave
1 kis
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his few errors, in confideration of his integrity,
difintereftednefs, and candour. ;

The duke of Newcaftle fuccceded his brother as
firlt lord of the treafury, and Sir Thomas Robinfon,
received the feals of the fecretary of ftate held by
his grace..” The office of chancellor of the exche-
quer was foon after conferred on Mr. Legge.
Lord chief-juftice Lee dying likewife, in the courfe
of the fummer, Sir Dudley Rider was promoted. to
his vacaiit feat; and’ Mr. Murray, the duke of
Newcaftle’s great friend, was made attorney-ge-
neral, :

The French this year, having increafed. the. en-
croachments they had been gradually making on
the Britifh fubjets, in the back fettlements of
North America, and the court of Verfailles having
given only evafive anfivers to the complaints made
on that fubje&, the duke of Newecaltle in council.
advifed coercive meafures ; in confequence of which,
. peremptory orders were {znt to the Britith governors,
and to the commanders of cur forces in thofe parts,;
to drive the French from their fettlements on: the
river Ohio.  Thus the war of 1756 was com-
menced on our part, by way of reprifals for .hofti-
lities committed by the French long before, in-di-
rect violation of the treaty of peace ; but, contrary:
to that general candour and integrity, for which
the Britifh nation has been remarkable in all her
tranfaétions with foreign powers, the. cuftomar
formality of declaring war was unjuftifiably delayed ;.
and, in the autumn of 1755, ‘when.France leait
expected fuch a blow, a refolution was taken in
council, to feize all French fhips, whether mer-
chant-men or inen of war, and to bring them intor
the Britith ports : the policy and fpirit of this mea-,
fure was highly applauded by the nation.in general,
the people being fired with refentment 3t ;thg_per—_-

v ' ; dious
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fidious condu&t of the court of France, in autho-
rifing hoftilities and encroachments in North Ame-
rica; but ftill it was an a& of piracy, highly un- -
becoming the digni?r of this nation: while it was
complaining of injuttice, it proceeded to counte-
nance it, by being guilty of the fame treachery.
"The trading fubjects of every country, by the law
of nations, fhould be apprifed of an abfolute rup-
ture between their refpeftive fovereigns, by an
open declaration of war, It had been the cuftom
of Europe, as well as thelaw of all civilized na-
tions, till this bad precedent was made; and though
it deprived France of the means of manning their
navy, and enriched our people, yet it can never
be juftified, nor can any advantages derived from
it indemnify the nation for the future confequences
of having given fuch an example to the maritime
ftates of Europe.

The court of Verfailles now perceived their error
too late, and began to mediate a reconciliation, by
applying to feveral neutral powers for that purpofe ;
and they even carried on fuch an appearance of
mederation, as to releafe an Englifh frigate taken
by one of their men of war, having on board Mr.
Lyttelton, governor of Carolina, who was going
to his government; at the fame time, however,
they made every neceflary preparation for war, and
lined their coafts oppofite England with troops and
tranfports, as if they meditated an invafion. The
Britith miniftry on their part exerted themfelves
with uncommon ardour and difpatch, fending fleets
and armies to all our fettlements in Afia, and Ame-
rica; and forming alliances and fubfidiary treaties
with the landgrave of Hefle Caffel, and the emprefs
of Ruffia, f

On the 13th of November the parliament met,
when the treaty with Hefle Caffel for troops, in-

tended
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tended to be employed for the defence of Hanover,
was vehemently oppofed in the houfe of lords, by
the earl of Temple and others, as involving the
nation in a continental quarrel and expence for the
defence of the king’s dominions, not belonging to
the crown of Great Britain ; but the treaty was in
the end, approved by a great majority. In the lower
houfe, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge oppofed the treaty
with mafterly arguments; and Sir Thomas Ro-
binfon, on whom the minifter relied for its defence
in that houfe, wanted abilities for the duties of his
high ftation at this critical juncture; and, there-
fore, he was removed, though the motion for ap-
proving the treaty by an addrefs of thanks was car- -
ricd by a great majority.

Mr. Fox fucceeded Sir Thomas Robinfon: Mr.
Pitt, and Mr. Legge, difgufted at thefe foreign
treaties, and the alteration in the miniftry, refign-
ed; and many of Mr. Fox’s friends being intro-
duced into different departments of the government,
this was called the new adminiftration, with Mr.
Fox at their head. However, the controuling di-
rection of public affairs, both at home and abroad,
was pretty equally divided between the duke of
Newecaftle and Mr. Fox, to whom the lord chan-
cellor was occafionally joined as a coadjutor ; the
reft of the members of this adminiftration were
merely oftenfible minifters.  And now a fucceflion
of mifmanagement, of blunders, and of inisfor-
tunes, difgraced the nation, and ftirred up a ge-
neral indignation againft the duke and Mr. Fox.
Informations had been fent from general Blakency
to Mr. Fox, of the defign of the French to attack
Minorca, fo early as the 7th of February 1756 ;
and advifing the miniftry to fend him fuch affiftance
as might enable him to put that ifland in a proper
ftate of defence with all fpeed, Thefe hints they

ps totally
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totally difregarded, being fo deftitute of good in-
telligence from France, that they believed all the
preparations of that court were deftined for the in-
vafion of Great Britain; and under colour of pro-.
telting the kingdom againft this idle proje& ; they.
advifed his majefty. to fend for a body of Heflian
troops ; and in_a few days after, Mr. Fox moved
the houfe of commons for an‘addrefs to the king,
defiring his majefty to fend for twelve battalions
of his electoral troops, which was carried, but not
without great oppolition ; and fuch expedition was
ufed, that, before the end of May, both the Hef-
fians and the Hanoverians arrived, and were en-,
camped in different parts of ingland. The people
in general, were highly exafperated to fee Great,
Britain reduced to fuch diftrefs, as to beobliged to
commit the cuftody of their lives and fortunes to
foreign auxiliaries, while:a fcheme for raifing a
national militia, brought into the houfe, carly in
the feflion by Mr. Charles ‘Townfhend, had been
rejected. By this time, certainadvice was received
_from France, that the Toulon fieet was deftined
for Mlinorca, but the minifiry were ftill ignorant of
its force., However, a fleet was prepared, and fet
fail -from Spithead on the 7th of April, under the
command of admiral Byng, having on board a
regiment of foot for Gibraltar, and reinforcements
for the garrifon of Minorca: but, owing to con-
trary winds and calms, his fleet did not arrive at
Gibraltar till the 2d of May, and there he was in-
formed that the French had already got poffeflion
of all Minorca, except the caftle oi St. Philip ; and
that the Toulon fquadron confifted of 12 thips of
the line, inftead of 8, which was all,; it was faid
by the miniftry, they could poffibly put to fea; and
therefore they gave admiral Byng only 10; theevent .
of his unfortunate:expedition is, too well known to
; requne
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require a recital 3 we fhall thercfore only obferve,
that the lofs of Minorca was wholly imputed, by
the fenfible part of the nation, to the neglet of the
miniftry ; and the facrifice of the unfortunate ad-
miral, intended to appeafe the popular clamour,
only ferved to increafe it. , :
Infiru&ions were fent by a great number of cor-
porations to their reprefentatives, againit the next
feflion of parliament, requiring them to promote a
ftri&k fcrutiny into the caufes of the mifcarriages o
the war, and into the application of the large fums
granted in the laft feflion; they were likewife en«
joined to bring in a bill for the eftablithment of a
regular militia, that the nation might not be indcbe—~
ed for her fafety, on any extraordinary emergency,
to foreign mercenaries. It was impoflible to accom-
plith thefe defigns without a change of the minif-
try, and therefore addrefles, complaining of the
mifmanagement of -public aftairs, were promoted
in all parts of the kingdom, and a great many were
carried up to the throne; and perfons of all ranks
publicly exprefling their wifhes to fe¢ the direction
of affairs in other hands, his: majefty defired the
duke of Newecattle to refign for the prefent, that he-
might be enabled to gratify the views of thofe per-
fons in oppofitiony who offered to take the reins of
government, on condition only, that the friends
they fhould nominate might be - brought in with
them : afluring his grace-at the fame time, that he
fhould be reinftated, as foon as an opportunity
fhould arife to propofe a coalition of parties. Agree-
able - to this plan, the duke of Newcaftle retired,
and the duke of Deventhire was appointed firft lord
of the treafury, Mr. Legge was reftored to his for-
mer poift of ‘chancellor of the exchequer, in the
room of Sir George Lyttleton ; the earl of Temple
was made firft lord of the admiralty, inftead of lord
Mo, VI I Anfon,



170 THOMAS PELHAM HOLLES,

Anfon, and Mr, Fox refigned the feals of fecretary
of ftate toMr. Pitt, the idol of the people, and that
gentleman ftipulated for the removal of lord chan-
cellor Hardwicke, who, with a view of aggrandif-
ing his family, had lately taken too great a fhare
in the politics of the cabinet.

Thefirft objet of the new miniftry was to advife
the king to fend back the Hanoverian troops, the
next was, toforma plan for purfuing more vigorous
meafures in the conduct of the war ; and the third,
to carry the militia bill into a law, all of which
they eftected between the month of November 1756,
when they came into power, and the month of
January 1757. An oppofition however, was formed
to this conftitutional a&t without doors, and though
all ‘parts of the kingdom had fent up addrefles to
the throne; and inftrutions to the members of par-
liament to obtain a militia, while the German
troops were in the kingdom ; yet fuch is the'influ-
ence of fadtion, that a few difcontented men amongft
the late difcarded miniftry, foon ftirred up a gene-
ral diflike to this military fervice, amongft the lower
and middling clafles of the people : the farmers were
made to believe, they would be deprived of their
fervants, and a report was induftrioufly propagated,
that the militia-men would be fent out of the king-
dom, either to Germany, to fight the battles of
foreign princes, or to America, to defend the colo-
nies. The late chancellor and his adherents were
ftrongly fufpected to be the fomenters of this diftur-
bance ; but, happily for the nation, thofe who had
propofed this f{alutary law, had the refolution and
ability to carry it into execution, in defiance of all
oppofition.

But though the faction againft adminiftration
could not prevail to prevent this popular aét, they

had {fuch influence in the council and the fenate,
that,
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that, to the furprife of the whole nation, they
fairly turned them out of office, in the mid& of
their afliduous endeavours to reftore the honour and
credit of the nation ; to leflen the public expences,
by reducing the enormous falaries of the great offi-
cers, and by abolifhing a number of ufelefs places.
What facilitated this fudden revolution at court
was, the prefuming behaviour of Mr. Pitt to the
king ; this minifter’s confcious merit rendered him
rude and arrogant in office ; he knew that his ma-
jefty harboured a prejudice againft him, taken up
when Mr. Pitt was a young man ; and relying too
much on his popularity, he was not fo condefcend-
ing to his royal mafter, or fo indulgent to his
foibles, as his ftation, and the duty of a fubject,
required, The old miniftry availed themfelves of
this miitake, to reprefent to the king, that he was
enflaved by a haughty fervant; and they likewife
impeded every good defign of adminiftration by
their influence 1n the privy-council, and in the
high departments of ftate, fo that there was the
utmoft confufion in the public offices; the inferiors
refufing to obey the orders of the chiefs, till the
king found it expedient to demand the feals of Mr.
Pite, in Aprilj the next day Mr. Legge refigned,
and with him earl Temple. T'he ofice of chan-
cellor of the exchequer was now put into the
hands of lord Mansfield, pro tempore ; the nation
was in a general dlarm.  Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge
received addreffes of thanks from the city of Lon-
don, with their freedom in gold boxes, as an
honorary reward for their integrity and wifdom,
during their fhort adminiftration; and both the
king and the new miniftry faw the impoffibility of
carrying on the war, in the prefent difpofition of
the people, without them,

- 12 With
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With a noble and difinterefted zeal for, the ho-
nour of his fovereign, and the good of his country,
Tord Mansfield, with unwearied dlhgence, endea-
voured to reconcile the chiefs of the contending -
parties, and by ‘a general coalition to fettle a per-
manent miniftry, not liable to be harafied by opg
pofition. His generous defign took effed, a com-
promifc was made, fome of each party were taken
into the public fervice ; and the following arrange-
ment gave univerfal fatisfaction :

The duke of Newcaftle was reftored to his office
of firft lord of the treafury; Mr. Legge was.rein-
ftated chancellor of the exchequer ; Mr, Pitt was
appointed principal fecretary of ftate for the fouthern
provinces, and was confidered as the minifter ; lord
Temple was made lord privy-feal, lord Anfon
prefided again at the head of the admtralty, and
Mr., Fox was' appointed paymafter general; Sir
Robert Henley, of Mr. Fox’s party, was made
keeper of the great feal ; and the inferior offices of
ftate were equallv diftributed amongft the friends
of the duke of Newcaitle, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Fox,
the three political commanders in chief. This
_ defirable event took place the latter end of June
1757, )

71\11 animofitics now ceafed, former miftakes were .
buried in oblivion, each department of adminiftration
excrted itfelf fo]ely for the public gocd, which happy
difpofition produced the moft glorious effe&s ; and
thus the duke of Newecaftle had the unfpeakable
fatisfaétion to be reftored to adminiftration in time,
to'fhare the honours.and applaufe which were be-
ftowed by a grateful people, on a miniftry whofe
unanimity, wndom, and {pirit, joincd to'the valour
of our forces, by fea and land, raifed this'country
to the higheft pitch of buman glory, between this.

period
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period and the year 1762 ; ‘when a total change of

the ‘miniftry” took place, through the influence of

the earl of Bute, who, upon Mr. Pitt’s refignation

in 1761, was made principal fecretary of ftate;

and from the moment he came into power had ré-

folved,” under the pretext'of abolifhing the party

diftin&tions of whig and tory, abfurdly to procure

the difmiffion from!the royal fervice of the'warmeift

friends of the houfe of Hanover ; a meafure which

produced the utmoft diftradtion ‘in all the depart-

-ments of the ftate, by'the removals it occafioned,
rendered it impoffible to carry on the war with the

fame vigour and fuccefs that had conftantly attend-

ed it during the adminiftration of Mr. Pitt, and

occafioned a precipitated, inglorious peace, inade-
quate in moft refpets, to. the fuccefles of the war,

and the dignity of the crown. The new favourite

artfully remained in the trifling poft of groom of the

ftole, from the acceflion of his prefent majefty. in

1760, till he found an opportunity of putting in

practice the old Machiavelian maxim, Divide and

rule: For this purpofe, he employed two' years

‘in’ ftudying' Mr. Pitt’s charadter ; ‘and'finding that
the foible of “that'minifter’ was impetuofity ‘of tem-

per, ‘he ftrengthened his own ‘intereft inthe cabinet,

-and obtained' a full determination againit Mr. Pitt
on the affair of declaring war againftSpainin 1761,

upon certain intelligence he had received of the in-

tentions of ‘the court of Madrid to affift France.
Mr, Pitt and Mr. Legge both refigned upon'this

occafion, anid then the only obftacle to the pofleffion
-of that plénitude of power the earl of Bute aimed ‘at,
was the -duke of Newcaftle. "By his early zeal in

favour of the proteftant fucceffion ; by hisliberality,

in the public ufe'he had made of alzrge fortune ; by

the favours, which in a courfe of many years, and in

“a fucceflion of great offices in the ftate, he had been
I3 enabled
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enabled to confer on fome of the firlt families in
the kingdom ; he had attached a powerful party to
his intereft, in the council, in parliament, and in
the kingdom atlarge. 1Ina word, he was confider-
ed as the head of the whigs, and he was beloved by
the people for his magnificence, affability, and per-~
fonal difintereftednefs. It was therefore a bold un~
dertaking to attempt the overthrow of this old fer-
vant, and faithful friend to the royal family : but
ambition levels all obftruétions.

During a great part of the Jaft reign, the duke,
his family and friends, had enjoyed the confidence
of the fovereign, and the chiet direction of public
affairs, But his advanced age, and his fituatior, had
prevented his having any opportunity to cultivate a
perfonalintereft with his prefent majefty. His con-
tinuance at the head of the treafury, after the accef-
fion,was therefore extremely precarious, becaufe he
did not poflefs the royal confidence; and the perfon
who had it, confidering that department as the
chief feat of power, contrived to tire the patience
of the duke, by repeated mortifications, till he was
obliged to refign, and lord Bute was appointed firft
Jord of the treafury, who foon cleared every de-
partment in the ftate, of the friends of the duke of
Newcaftle. His animofity, or'want of political abi-
lities, however, proved the bane of his own power ;
and his fhort-lived adminiftration, which lafted
little more than a year, was marked with violence
and injuftice ; even clerks in office, whofe falaries
did nor exceed 5ol. per annum, were turned out
of their employments, and left deftitute of all pro-
vifion, without fo much as the fhadow of any charge
againft them. This condu&, and the popular dif-
approbation of the peace, forced him to retire from
all public bufinefs, towards the clofe of the year
1763; and the whigs faw themfelves under a necef-

! fity
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ity to revive the diftin€tion between them and the
tories with as much heat as ever, lord Bute having
introduced and fupported in power, many of. the
avowed enemies to the Hapover family, and to the
proteftant fucceflion in that illuftrious houfe.

In the year 1765, when the Rockingham adimi-
niftration was formed by the late duke of Cumber-
land, his royal highnefz advifed them to ftrengthea
their intereft, by taking in the duke of Newcattle ;
his grace was accordingly appointed lord privy-feal,
which he refigned the following year, to his old
colleague in office, the earl of Chatham.

His grace now refolved to quit the court, and all
public bufinefs, upon which occation his majefty
offered him a penfion; but, though he had greatly
injured his private fortune, by devoting great part
of an income of §0,000l. per annum, to the
eftablifhment of George I. he nobly refufed to
difgrace his birth and charaéter, and fcorned to
become a burthen either to the king, or to the na-
tion, as all penfioners are. His grace pafled the
remainder of his days in retirement, enjoying the
company of his numerous friends, and the fatisfac-
tion of being confidercd as the moft difinterefted
‘patriot of the prefent age,

In the year 1768 his health began vifibly to
decline, and he was foon thought to be in great
danger; as his end approached, his attention to
his devotions was conftant and fervent, fuitable to
that unfeigned piety for which he'had been diftin-
guithed throughout life, On the r7th of Novem-
ber, in the morning, he defired to receive the facra-
:ment, which was adminiftered to him by the bithop
of Salifbury; and in a few hours after, he paid the
debt of nature, . 4 v

‘His grace dying without iffue, the title of duke
of Newecaftle upon Tyne became-extiné, but that

14 of
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of Newcaftle under Line, conferred, upon him in
1756, with remainder in the female line, devolved
to the prefent duke,-who married  Mr. Henry Pel-
ham’s eldeft daughter, '

MEMOIRS OF
PHILIP DORMER STANHOPE,
Earl of CHESTERFIELD.
[A. D. 1695, to 1773.]

FEVV charadters, within the memory of the pre-
fent generation, have been more admired than
that of ‘the celebrated nobleman, -of whom we are
now. to give concife memoirs, in order to bring:
this work to aregular conclufion, Itis with pleafure
-we likewife inform .the reader,- that an ample life
of lord Chefterfield is in the prefs, which, though
it does not preclude the-neceflity of -our giving
{ome account of him, will-apologife for its defeéts ;
as our materials “are taken from what has already
appeared in. print ; and the feparate life promifed
2o .the public is compiled. by the ingenious and
Jearned: Dr. Maty, from authentic documents.

His lordfhip was defcended from a family of
great antiquity, and his father married a daughter
of the celebrated marquis of Halifax ; -he was the
eldett of four fons, and born in the year 1695.

At an early age, this young nobleman, then
ftyled lord ' Stanhope, was fent to Cambridge,
swhere he remained three years ; and having.taken

up
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ap the degree of bachelor of arts, he left the uni-
werfity, being then about nineteen years of age.” By
his lordfhip’s ‘own account in his writings, his
knowledge -was at this time confined to fcholaftic
learning, in which he had madea confiderable pro-
grefs ; but in polite literature he efteemed himfelf
«deficient, ¢¢ When he talked beft, he quoted Ho-
race; when he aimed at being facetious, he quoted
Martial ; and when he had a mind to be a fine gen-
tleman, "he talked Ovid. He was convinced that
none but the ancients had common fenfe, and that
the claflics contained every thing that was eithér
neceflary, ufeful; or ornamental.” In the firft par-
liament of George 1. he was elected a "burgefs for
St. Germaine in Cornwall, and in the next, for
Leftwithiel in the fame county. He tells us, "¢ that
he {poke in’parliament the firft ‘month he was in it,
and from the day he was elected, to the day he fpoke,
thought and dreamed of nothing but fpeaking.”

By afew months refidénce at the Hague, in the
interval ‘between his leaving the univerfity and the
-meeting of parliament, he had worn off the ruft of
college pedantry ; frequenting the court, introduc-
ing- himfelf into the beft company, attentively
ftudying, and imitating the free, unaffected air,
manners, and converfation of people of the firft dif-
tinction, and amongit thefe, of fuch as were re-
markable for their politenefs, were the means he
‘made ufe of to familiarife himfelf to the great world.
‘To a ftrong defire of pleafing, he added a fund of
good humour, and great vivacity. With thefe qua-
Jifications he entered the fenate-houfe ; and it was
foon difcovered .that he poflefled talents to render
him confpicuous ; for his eloquence was mafterly,
~his fentiments patriotic, and his addrefs peculiarly
€ngaging,

Py Ig On
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On patriotic principles he efpoufed the caufe of
George . and ftood foremoft in the ranks of thofe
loyal fubjeéts who tendered their lives and fortunes
in {upport of his perfon and government againit the
defigns of the pretender and his adherents. . Such
condu&, and fuch talents, could not remain un-
noticed by the court; and the firft mark of royal

. favour conferred upon him, fufficiently demonfirated
that the king had 4 moft favourable opinion of his
abilities 5 for he was made one of the lords of the

_bed-chamber to the prince of Wales, - afterwards
George I1. In this ftation he continued, after a dif-
agreement had arifen between the kingand the prince
in the year 1717 ; and the prince retaining him in
his fervice, after his royal highnefs had been forbid
the court, lordStanhope did notreceive any. further
token of the king’s efteem till 1723, -when he was
appoinied captdin of the yeomen of the guard. In
1726, he fucceeded to the title and peerage of earl
of Chefterfield, on the demife of his father, and
in the courfe of the following year, foon after the

_acceflion of George Il. he was fworn in one of his
majefty’s privy council. , :

In the year 1728, his lordfhip was appointed am-

. baflador extraordinary to the ftates-general, which
high flation he fupported with the greateft dignity ;
2nd being vefted with plenipotentiary powers, he
carried on, and accomplifhed important negotiations
equally beneficial to his own ceuntry, and fatisfac-
tory to the ftates general; who, l:iyuring the two
years he refided at their court, held him jn the
higheil elteem, and manifefted their regard to his
perfon as well as his charater, by every mark of re-
fpect and attention in their power,

Upon his return to England in 1730, he was eleét-
ed a knight companion of the noble order of the

“garter,
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garter, and appointed fteward of the houfehold; and
the fame year, he went back to the Hague, ‘with
his former chara&er. The following winter, in
confequence of fome mifreprefentation of his con-
du&, as lord fleward of the houfchold, foon after
‘his return from the Hague, a mifunderftanding arofe
between his lordthip and the king, which ended in
his refignation of that office ; ‘and he retired to his
country feat in Derbyfhire.’ But when the parlia-
ment fat, he conftantly attended his duty, and tho™
for the prefent, ‘he gave up all thoughts of further
promotion at court, he did not enter intoany party,
nor. oppofe the meafures of adminiftration, except
when he was clearly convinced that they militated
againft the honour and intereft of his country,

About the fame time his lordfhip married lad
Melofina deSchulenberg, countefs of Walfingham,,
the natural daughter of Georgel. by the dutchefs of
Kendal and Muntfter,

In the feffion of parliament in 1733, his lordthip.
diftinguithed himfelf by the attive part he took in
al] theimportant bufinefs of that interefting period.
In a warm debate, he oppofed the reduction of the
army : he ftrenuoufly oppofed the excife bill; he
fupported the motion for ordering the direfors of
the fouth-fea company to deliver in an account of
the difpofal of the forfeited eftates of the infamous.
dire&ors in 1720; and upon the failure of another
motiof, te appoint a committee te examine into the
management of the affairs of that company evér
fince the year 1720, he drew up and entered a fpi--
rited proteft, which was figned by feveral other-
lords.

In the fpring of the year 1734, the duke of Marl-
borough brought a bill into the houfe of peers, to.
prevesnt officers of the army being deprived of their-
commiffions, otherwife than by fentence of a coure:

martial 5
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imartial ;  at the fame time, ‘the duke moved for an
addrefs to his majefty, to:know who advifed him to
deprive the duke of Bolton and.lord Cobham of  their
regiments, for having voted in parliament againft
the meafures of the miniftry. Lord Chefterfield
warmly feconded the motion, and fupported the
bill; but they were both rejected by a great majority.
In the following feffion, he took the part of the fix
Scotch noblemen who prefented a petition to the
houfc of peers, complaining of an undue ele&ion of
the fixteen peers to {it in parliament, and maintained
their claim with uncommon fpirit.

In 1737, lord Chefterfield gave great difguft to
the court, by a mafterly fpeech in favour of the mo-
tion to addrefs his majefty to fettle 100,c00l. per
.annum on his royal highnefs Frederick prince of
‘Wales ; and upon its failure, he entered his proteft.
But his moft remarkable {peech in this feflion was,
againft the bill for fubje&ing plays to the infpection
and licence of the lord chamberlain. Upon thisoc-
«cafion his lordfhip difplayed all :the powers of ora-
tory, though without fuccefs. He confidered itas
a reftraint upon the liberty of the prefs, and a vio-
lation of the rights of the fubje&t. The compofition
of this fpeech has been highly extolled, as the ftan-
dard of a correct ityle, and of matfterly eloquence,
for which reafon it has been copied into fuch me-
rooirs of his life as are extant ; and therefore; left
he fhould incur the cenfure of negligence, the edi-
tor will follow the examples before him, though he
confefles he has not that very high opinion of this
piece, which fome writers have expreffed. Perhaps
a judicious critic will be able to difcover firiking
defédts inthe political principles, aswell as in the
language of this oration, which is far from being a
yerfe@ model of purity and elegance of ftyle

It
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It is neceflary to premife, that the bill was brought
into the lower houfe by Sir Robert Walpole, ‘who.
had got into his pofleffion the manufcript of a.co-
medy defigned for the ftage, which was replete with
the bittereft farcafms upon adminiftration. The
bill was calculated to prevent all perfonal fatire
againit men in power for the future, and it was well
contrived for the purpofe, to fubjeé all new pieces
to ‘a licence from an officer of the court, who, ex
officio, muft be in the intereft of the minifter, It
pafled the lower houfe by a majority of two to one;
and in the upper houfe, upon the motion for comi-
mitting it, after fpeaking of the precipitancy with
which the bill had pafled the houfe of commons, and
of its being pufhed into an empty houfe of lords at
the end of the feflion, his lordfhip thus proceeds :

< I have gathered from common talk, while this
bill was moving in the lower houfe, thata play
wras offered to the theatre, in order to be exhibited,
which, if my account be right; was truly of a moft
fcandalous and flagitious nature. 'What was the
effet ? why, the manager, to whom it was offered,
not only refufed to act it, ‘but carried it to a certain
perfon in the adminiftration, as a f{ure method to
have it fupprefled. Could this be the occafion of
the bill ? furely, no. The caution of the players
could -never occafion a law to reftrain them: it is
an argument in their favour, and a very matcrial
one, in my opinion, againft the bill. 1t is to me
a proof, that the laws are not only fufficient to deter
them from ating ‘what they know would offend,
but alfo to punith them in cafe they thould do it.

< My lords, I muftown, Ihaveobferved of late
a remarkable licentioufnefs on . the ftage. There
were two plays afled laft winter (Pafquin and
Charles 1.) that one would have thought fhould
have given the greateft offence, and yet they were

Tuffered

-
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fuffered without any cenfure whatever. lnone of
thefe plays, the author thought fit to reprefent reli-
gion, ‘phyfic, and the law, as inconfiftent with
.common {tnfe, The other was founded on a ftory,
very unfit for theatrical entertainment at this time
of day; aftory forecent in the minds of Englifhmen,
and of fo folemn a nature, that it ought to be touched
upon only in the pulpit. The ftage may want re-
.gulation, the ftage may have it; ~and yet be kept
- within bounds, without a new law for that purpofe.
¢« Every unncceflary reftraint on licentioufnefs
is a fetter upon the legs, is a fhackle.on the hands
of liberty. One of the greateft blefings we enjoy,
one of the greatefl bleflings a people can enjoy, is
-liberty,—but every gcod in this life has its alloy of
evil. Licentioufneis is the alloy of liberty. It is
an ebullition, an excrefcence. It is a fpeck upon
the eye of the political body, which 1 can never
touch but with 2 gentle, with a trembling hand,
left 1 deftroy the body, left I injure the eye upon
which it is apt to appear. If the ftage becomes at
any time licentious ; if a play appears to be a libel
upon the government, or upon any particular man,
the king’s courts are open, the laws are fufficient
for punithing the offender, and, in this cafe, the
perfon injured has a fingular advantage; he can be
under no difficulty tp prove who is the publifher,
and there can be no want of evidence to conviét
him. But, my lords, fuppefe it true, that the
~ laws now in bemg are not fufficient for putting a
check to, or preventing the licentioufnefs of the
{tage; fuppofe it abfolutely neceflary fome new
laws fhould be made for that purpofe ; yet it muft
be granted, that fuch a law ought to be maturely
conhidered, and every claufe, every fentence, nay,
every word of it well weighed and examined, left,
urder fome of thofc methods prefumed, or pre-
’ tended
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tended to be neceffary for reftraining licentioufnefs,
‘a power fhould lie concealed, which' might be af-
terwards made ufe of for giving a dangerous wound
to liberty. Such alaw ought not to be introduced
at the clofe of a feflion, nor ought we in the paffing
of fuch a law to depart from any of the forms pre-
fcribed by our anceftors for preventing deceit and
furprife. Thereis fuch a connection between licen-
tioufnefs and liberty, that it is not eafy to corrett
the one, without dangeroufly wounding the other.
1t is extremely hard to diftinguifh the truelimit be-
tween them. {,ike a changeable filk we can eafily fee
there are two different colours, but we cannot ea-
fily difcover where the one ends or the other begins.
There can be no great and immediate danger from
the licentioufnefs of the ftage. 1 hope it will not
be pretended, that our government may, before
next winter, be overturned by fuch licentioufnefs,
even, though our ftage were at prefent under no
fort of legal controul.  Why then may we not de-
lay, till next feflion, pafling ‘any law againft the’
Jicentioufnefs of the ftage? Neither our govern-
ment can bealtered nor our conftitution overturned
by fuch a delay ; but, by pafling a law rathly-and
unadvifedly, our conftitution may at once be de-
ftroyed, and our government rendered arbitrary ?
Can we then put a fmall, a fhort-lived, inconve-
nience, inthebalance with perpetual flavery ? Can
it be fuppofed, that a parliament of (reat Britain
will fo much as rifk the latter for the fake of avoid-
ing the former? Surely, my Lords, this is not
to be expelted, were the licentioufnefs of the ftage
much greater than it is, were the infufficiency of
our laws more obvious than can be pretended ; but,
when we complain of the licentioufnefs of the ftage,
and of the infufficiency of our laws, I fear we have
more reafon to complain of bad meafures in our

polity,
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polity, and a general decay of virtue arid morality
‘among the, people. [In -public as well!as private
dife, the only way to prevent being ridiculed, or
cenfured, is to-avoid all ridiculous or wicked mea-~
fures, and to purfue fuch only as are virtuous and
“worthy. - The people never endeavour ‘to ridicule
thofe they love and efteem, nor will they fufter
them to be ridiculed : if any one atteinpts'it, the
ridicule returns. upon the author; he makes him-
{elf only the object of public hatred and contempt.
"The ations or behaviour of a private. man may
pafs unobferved, and confequently unapplauded,
uncenfured; but the attions of thofe in high ftations
can neither pafs without notice, nor without cen-
{ure and applaufe ; -and therefore an adminiftration,
without efteem; without authority among the people,
iet their power be never fo.great, ‘let their power be
never fo arbitrary, will be ridiculed. The fevereift
edilts, the moft terrible punifhments, cannot en-

tirely prevent it.
<« 1f any man therefore thinks he has been cen-
fured, if any man thinks he has been ridiculed, updn
any of our public theatres, let-him examine his
actions; he will find the caufe; let -him aleer his
conduét, he will find a remedy. As no man is
perfet, as no man is infallible, the greateft may
err, the mofk circumfpeét may be guilty of fome
piece of ridiculous behaviour. It is no licentiouf-
nefs, it is an ufeful liberty, always indulged the
{tage in a free country, that fome great men' may
there meet with a juft reproof, which none of their
friends will be free enough, orrather faithful enough
to give them. When a man has the misfortune to
incur the hatred or contempt of ‘the people, ‘when
public meafures are defpifed, the audience will’ap-
ply what never was; what could not be defigned as
2 fatire on the prefent times, ‘Nay, even though
the
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the people thould not apply, thofe who are conici-
ous of guilt, thofe who are confcious of ‘the wick-
ednefs or weaknefs of their own condu&, will take
to themfelves what the author never defigned. A
public thief is as apt to take the fatire, as'he is apt
to take the money, which was never defigned him,
‘We have an inftance of this in the cafe of a famous
comedian of the Jaft age; acomedian who was not
only a good pocet, but an honeft man, and a quiet
and good fubje¢t. ‘The famous Moliere, when he
wrote his Tartuffe, which is certainly an’ excellent
and a good moral comedy, did not defign to fatyrize
any great man of that age; yet a great man in
France at that time took it to himfelf, and fanc¢ied
the author had taken him as a model, for one of
the principal, and one -of the worft chara&ers in
that comedy. By good luck, he was not the licenfer,
otherwife the kingdom of France had never had the
pleafure, the happinefs I -may fay, of feeing that
play aéted ;: but, when the players firft propofed to
act it at Paris, he had intereft enough to get- it for-
bid. Moliere, who knew himfelf innoceiit of what
'was laid to “his'charge, complained ‘to hispatron
the prince of Conti, that, asthis play was defigned
-only to expofe hypocrify, and ‘a falfe pretence of
religion, it was very hard it fhould be forbid being;
-acted, when, at the fame time, they were fuffered
to expofe religion itfelf every night,. publicly, ‘on
" “the Iralian ftage. To which the prince wittily
anfwered, ¢ 1t is true, Moliere, Harlequin ridicules
¢ heaven, and expofes religion ; but'you have done
¢ much worfe ; you have ridiculed the firft minifter
< of.religion.” My lords, the proper bufinefs of
the ftage, and that for which only it is ufeful, is .
to expofe thofe vices .and’ follies, which the laws
cannot lay hold of ; and to recommend thofe.beau-~
ties and virtues, which minifters and courticrsafel-
om
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dom either imitate or reward; but by laying it
under a licence, and under an arbitrary court licence
t0o, you will, in my opinion, entirely prevent its
afe ; for though I have the greateft cfteem for that
_noble duke in whofe hands this power is at prefent
defigned to fall ; though I have an entire confidence
.in his judgment and impartiality ; yet 1 may {up-
pofe, that a leaning towards the fathions of a court
1s fometimes hard to be avoided. - It may be very.
difficult to make one who is every day at court be~
lieve that to bea vice or folly, which he fees daily
practifed by thofc he loves and efteems. By cuftom,
even deformity itfelf becomes familiar, and at Jait
agreeable.—T'o fuch a perfon, let his natural im-
partiality be never fo great, that may appear to be
.a libel againft the court which is only a moft juft
-and a moft neceflury fatire upon the fathionable vices
and follies of the court.—Courtiers, my lords, are
too polite to reprove one another; the only place
where they can meet with any juft reproof, is a
free, though not a licentious ftage; and as every
fort of vice and folly, generally in all countries,
begins at court, and from thence fpreads through
the country, by laying the flage under an arbitrary
«court licence, inftcad of leaving it what it is, and
always ought to be, a gentle fcourge for the vices
of great men and courtiers, you will make it a canal
for propagating and conveying their vices and follies
through the whole 'kingdom. From hence, my
lords, I think it muft appear, that the bill now
before us cannot fo properly be called a bill for re-
ftraining the licentioufnefs, as it may be called a
bill for reftraining the liberty of the ftage, and for
reftraining it too, in that branch whichin all coun-
tries has been the moft ufeful; therefore, I muft
Jook upon the bill as a moft dangerous incroach-
ment upon liberty in general. Nay farther, my

lords,
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lords, it is not only an incroachment upon liberty,

but it is likewife an incroachment on property. -
¢ Wit, my lords, isa fort of property of thofe
that have it, and too often the only property. they
have to depend on. It is indeed but a precarious
dependance. Thank God ! we, my lords, have a
dependance of another kind ; we have a much lefs
precarious fupport, and therefore cannot feel the
inconveniences of the bill now before us; but it
is our duty to encourage and prote& wit, whofo-
ever’s property it may be. Thofe gentlemen who
‘have any fuch property are all I hope our friends :
Do not et us fubject them to any unncceflary, or
arbitrary reftraint, 1 muft own 1 cannot eafily agree
to the laying any tax upen wit; but by this bill it
is to be heavily taxed, it is to be excifed ; for, if
this bill paffes, it cannot be retailed iha proper
way, without a permit; and the lord chamberlain
is to have the honour of being chief-gauger, fuper-
yifor, commiffioner, judge and jury. But what
is {till more hard, though the poor author, the pro-
prietor, I thould fay, cannot perhaps dine till he
bhas found out and agreed with a purchafer; yet, be-
fere he can propofe to feek for a purchafer, he mnft
patiently fubmit to have his goods rummaged at this
new excife-office, where they may be detained for
.fourteen days, and even then he may find them re-
turned as prohibited goods, by which his chief and
beft market will be for ever thut againft him, and
.that without any caufe, without the leaft {hadow of
-reafon  either from the laws of his. country, or the
laws of the ftage. Thefe hardthips, this hazard,
which every geatleman will be expofed to, . who
writes any thing for the ftage, muft certainly pre-
vent every man of a generous and free {pirit from
attempting any thing in that way; and, as the ftage
has always been the proper channel for wit and hus
mour,
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mour, therefore, my lords, when I '{peak-againft th?s
bill,; I mutt think I plead'the caufe of wit, I plead
the caufe'of humour, I plead the caufeiof the'Britith
flage; and of every gentleman-of tafte in the king-
dom. But it is not, my lords, forthe fake of wit only;
even for the fake of his'majefty’s lord chamberlain, 1
muft be againft this bill. Thenoble duke, who has
now the honour to exccute that office; has, I am fure,
as little an inclination to difoblige’as any man ; but
if this bill pafles, he muft difoblige, he may difo-
-blige fome of his moft intimate friends. It is impof-
fible to write a play, but fome of the charalers, or
“fome-of the fatire, may be interpreted, foas to point
at fome perfon or.another, perhaps at fome perfon
in an eminent ftation. 'When it comes to be a&ted,
the people will make the application, and the perfon
againft ‘'whom 'the application is made' will think
thimfelf injured, and will, atleaft privately, refent
-it. ' At prefent this'refentment can'be dire&ted only
againft the author ; but, when an author’s play ap-
-pears ‘with my Jord' chamberlain’s paffport, every
fuch refentmrent will be turned from the author, anid
-pdinted direétly.againft the lord chamberlain, who
by rhis flamp’ made - the piece current. * What' an
unthankful office are' we therefore by this 'bill to
‘put upon his majefty’s lord chamberlain ! an office
-which canno way contribute to his honour or pro-
fit, and yet fuch a‘ohe as muft neceffarily gain him
a'great deal of ill-will, and create him a number of
enemies. ‘T'he laft reafon] fhall trouble your lord-
dhips with for> my being “againft the bill, - is, that
In my opinion, " it ‘will'no*way anfwer the end pro-
ppofed. T mean, ‘the end openly propofed, and, I'am
A{ure, the only end which - your lordthips propofed.
‘T'o. prevent the a&ing of a play, “which has any
tendency“to ‘blafphemy, immorality, fedition, or
‘private:{candal, can {ignify nothing, unlefs you can
: likewife
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likewife , prevent its being printed and publithed.,
On the contrary, if you prevent its being acted,
and admit of its being printed and publifhed, you,
will propagate the mxichzef your prohibition will,
prove a bellows, which will ‘blow up the fire you,
intend to extinguifh., "This bill can therefore be of
no ufe for prevcntmg either the public or the pri-
vate injury intended by fuch.a play; and confe-
quently can be of nomanner of ufe, unlefs it be de-
figned as a precedent, as a leading ftep towards ano-
ther, for fubje&mg the prefs likewife to a licenfer :
For fuch a wicked purpofe, it may indeed, be of
great ufe; and, in that light, it may moft proper]y
be called a ”tep towards arbitrary power. Let.us
confider, my lords, that arbitrary power has feldom
or never been introduced into any country at once :
it muft be introduced by flow degrees, and as it
were ftep by ftep, left the people thould perceive
its approach. The barriers and fences of. the peo-
ple’s liberty mult be plucked up one by one, and
fome plaufible pretences muft be found for removing
or hood-winking, one after another, thofe fentries,
who are pofted by the conftitution of every free
country, for warning the people of their danger.,
When theﬂ: preparatory fteps are once made; the
people. may then, indeed, with regret, fee flavery
and arbitrary power makmrrloné {trides over their
land, but it will then be too late to think of prevent-
ing or avoiding the impending ruin. The ftage, my
]ords, and the prefs, are two of our out-fentries ;. if |
we_remove them, if we hood-wink them, if we
throw them into fetters, the enemy may furprize us.
Therefore, 1 muft look upon the bill now beforc us
as, a ft€p, and a moft ncceifary {tep too,. for intro-
ducing arbitrary power into this kingdom. Itis
a ﬂep fo neceflary, that, if any future ambitious
king or guilty minifter, fhould form to himfelf fo
‘ wicked

*
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wicked a defign, he will have reafon to thank us for
having done fo much of the work to his hand ; but
fuch thanks, or thanks from fuch a2 man, I am con-
vinced every one of your lordfhips would blufh to
receive, and fcorn to deferve.”

In the enfuing feflion of parliament, great com-
plaint was made of the depredations committed by
the Spaniards’ on the Britith fubjeéts trading to
South America; when this affair was before the
houfe of lords, the earl of Chefterfield, with his
ufual eloquence and patriotifm, advifed the moft
vigorous meafures to procure fatisfaltion from the
court of Madrid ; and, confidering our navy as the
natural ftrength of the kingdom, he voted againft
~the propofed augmentation of the army. The dif-
pute with Spain being fettled in 1739, by a con-
vention, which his lordfhip deemed dithonourable’
and injurious to his country, he oppofed the addrefs
of thanks to the king, which the miniftry wanted
to pufh through both houfes with precipitation ;
and he was one of the forty peers who protefted
againft it : in the lower houfe it met with a ftronger
mark of difapprobation, for it occafioned the fa-
mous feceffion ; that is to fay, a great number of
the members, finding the. majority determined at
«il events to pafs the addrefs, retired into the coun-
try, and left the remaining bufinefs of the. feflion
to be tranfalted by the friends of adminiftration
alone ; zblolutely refufing to give any further at-
tendance till the next feffion.

In the winter of the fame year, it was difcovered
that the patriotic party were in the right, for, ad-
vantageous as the convention was to Spain, that
court did not adhere to it; and the miniftry found
themfelves under a neceflity to advife a declaration
of war. This event brought the oppofition back
6o their duty in parliament and now the earl of

Chefterficld
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Chefterfield inveighed againft the mifconduét of
adminiftration in their management of the outfet of’
the war ; and in particular, for advifing his majefty
to fend a meffage for a fupply to the lower houte
alone. ; )

In the fpring of the year 1740, and in the fame
feflion, his lordthip took the lead in a long and
violent debate upon the revival of the penfion-bill ;
a bill intended to exclude penfioners of the crown
from feats in the houfe of commons; but all the
ftrength cf argument made ufe of upon this occa-
fion, by the ableft men in the kingdom, in both
houfes of parliament, proved ineffeétual, the mi-
niftry having fecured a majority to reject the bill.

Upon the meeting of a new parliament, on the
4th of December 1741, two different motions were :
made for addrefles to the king on his fpeech from
the throne. The one, by the duke of.Argyll, car-
ried in it oblique reflections on the miniftry for the
tardy incffectual operations of the flect againft Spain,
this was feconded in a nervous fpcccg’ by lord Chef-
terfield ; but the other, propofed by the earl of
Holdernefle, was pafled by a majority of twenty-
eight votes, In the fame feflion, he was a ftron
advocate for the bill to indemnify fuch perfons as
fhould .give evidence in the courfe of the enquiry
into the adminiftration of the difcarded minifter,
Sir Robert Walpole, then earl of Orford,

On the 16th of November 1742, the king opened
the feflion of parliament by a fpeech, acquaintin
the two houfes, that he had augmented the Britifh
forces in the low countries with 16000 Hanoverians;
when this part of the {peech came to be debated in
the houfe of lords, upon the ufual motion for an
addrefs of thanks, the earl of Chefterfield moved
a previous queftion, for poftponing the addrefs of
thanks; and in the month of February following,

upn
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upon a motion made for difmiffing the Hanoverian
troops, he was very warm-in its favour ; and in the
courfe of the debate, he let fall fome expreflions
concerning the- king’s electoral dominions, which
his majefty highly refented.

Towards the cnd of the fame month, the bill
for repealing the heavy duties that had been laid
on fpirituous liquors, and licenfes for retailing
thofe liquors, and for impofing others at an eafy
rate, (by fome writers falfely called the gin ac,
whereas it was a repeal of that aét) met with a
ftrong oppofition in the houfe of lords; but the
miniftry could devife no other expedient for in-
creafing the public revenues, but by facilitating
the confumption of {pirituousliquors.  Lord Che{-
terfield upon ' this occafion, to his «ufual force of
reafoning, added the poignancy of fatire, which he
always had ready at command ; amongft other things
he faid, that the miniftry thould be celebrated as
the authors of. the drinking fund; and there being
ten bifhops in the houfe, who all divided again
the bill, his lordfhip, on their coming over to his
fide of the houfe, wittily told them, he was afraid
he had miftaken his place, not having had the
honour of their company for many years. ,

Lord: Chefterfield continued in oppofition to the
chief meafures of adminiftration refpeéting the war,
but more particularly againft the employment of -
the Hanoverian forces, in the feflion of parliament
which began on the 1ft of December 17433 and
in the month of April 1744, when it was certain
that an invafion by the pretender was in great for-
wardnefs, the commons pafled a bill for infli¢ting
the penalties of high-treafon upon-thofe who fhould
maintain a correfpondence with the fons of the
pretender : when this bill came.into the houfe of
peers, the loxd chancellor Hardwicke moved, that

: a claufe
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a claufe fhould be inferted for continuing the pe-
malty of treafon upon the pofterity of thofe who
fhould be convited of fuch correfpondence : here
lord Chefterfield appeared to be the friend to hu-
manity, he argued againft it, in the moft pathetic
manner, expofed it as arr unworthy, illiberal ex-
pédient, repugnant to the precepts of religion, to
the law of pations, and to the rules of common
juftice ; and tending to involve the innocent with
the guilty : the claufe however was inferted ; and
being fent back to the lower houfe with this amend-
ment, it was carried, after a long debate, in which
My, Pitt, and fomé other members who had coun-
tenanced the original bill, voted againtt it.

At theclofe of this year, upona change of the
miniftry, fome of lord Chefterfield’s friends urged
the king t6 lay afide all animofity, out of regard to
his great abilities, which were now wanted for his
majefty’s fervice, in 2 ftation which he had formerly
filled with fo much honour. Accordingly, his ma-
jefty was pleafed once more to nominate the earl, his
ambaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the
{tates general,and he embarked for the Haguéon the
r1th of January 1745. The object cf his negotia-
tion was, to engage the Dutch to enter heartily into
the war, and to furnifh their quota of troops and
fhipping. The Abbé¢ de la Ville, on the part of
France, was to prevent the Dutch from liftening to
thefe propofals; confequently the two minifters
could not-vifit, but meeting accidentally in com-
pany, he defired a friend to introduce him to the
Abbé, to whom he paid this polite compliment,
¢¢ Though we are national enemies, I flatter my-
felf we may be perfonal friends :” by this engaging
addrefs he eftablifhéd an eafy intercourfe between
thém;, wherever they met. Havingcarried his point,
he left the Hague, and arrived in London in'May,

Vor, VI, K bringing
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bringing with him a letter. from their high l’nlghtl-
neilss to the king, in which they highly extolled the
ambalizdor 5 and his majefty being early infermed
of the profpect of his fucceeding in this important
affair, had nomina ated him, in his abfence, lord .
Jieutenant of Ireland, as a reward for this fervice.

Soon after his return home, it was thought expe-
dienit that he fhould go over to his new government,
the court havmg received certain mtelllgencc of the
oreat preparations making on the coaft of France to
invade cither Great Bntam or Ireland. "His admi-
niftration in that country is to this hour a fubJe& of
grateful remembrance, by the inhabitants, and it
grave fuch general fansfa.&lon at that critical junc-
ture, thit moft of the counties and chief cities ex-
ceeded the warmelt expeé{auons of the miniftry at
home, by entering into voluntary aflociations for
the fugport of his majeﬁy s perfon and government,
againft the defigns of the pretender. InApril 1746,
hc lefc Ireland, to the general regret of the whole
nation, havmg had the addrefs to make himfelf
equally efteemed by the Roman catholics and the
proteftants.

On the zgth of Oftober, this year, he fucceeded
the earl of Harrington in the office of one of the
principal fecrearies Sof ite, and he held the {e@lb till
February 1748, when his health being greatly im-
paired, and his inclination for a private life gaining
the afcendancy over the lures of ambition, he wait-
ed on the king, and dcfired leave to reﬁwn his mma-
jefty granted “his requeft in thefe wo:ds ¢ I will
not prefs you, my lord, to continue in an office you
are tired of, but 1 huaft infift-on fcemg you often,
for you w:ll ever live in my eftcem.”  His lordfhip
then went to Bath, for the recovery of his health,
and on his return to town in ti e winter, he defcnb-
cd the manner of life to w hich he mtended to devote
Lag! hunfﬁlf

-
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himfelf for thefuture, in the following lines, which

he ordered to be aflixcd on the moft confpicuous
part of his hbrary

Nunc veterum libris, nunc fomno & inertibus horis
Ducere follicite jucunda oblivia vitz.

" Being feized with a deafnefs in the year 1752,
which, to ufe his own words, ¢ cut him off from
foc1ety, at an‘agewhen he had no pleafures but thofe
Feft,” he made his eyes fupply the'defect of his ears,
by amuﬁng himfelf-with his pen and his books; and
at this time' he contributed largely to the admired
papers, intitled, The WoRrLD, conduéted and pub-
lithed by Mr If.dward Moore aud his literary aflo-
¢iates.

* His lordthip had no iflue by his lady, but he had
& natural fon by Miadame du Bouchet, aFrench lady,
with whom he carried ona criminal intercourfe for
fome years, chiefly during his refidence at the
Hague; this fon, whofe name wasPhilip Stanhope,
as he grew up, became the chief obje& of his atten-
tion'; “ and on€ caufe of his lordthip’s refignation
of all public employments was, thathe mmht have
the ‘more leifure” to correfpond’ with' him While he
wes on his travels.” He could not leave his real
cftate to this youth, on account of his illegitimacy,
2nd therefore he adhered'to a plan of ftriét cecoino-
my,, in_order to raife him a fortune.

“[he great pains he took to cultivate and i improve
his mmd and to form his manners, had not the
defired effe@ ;  however, his lordﬂnp had intereft
to procure- hlm the honourable employment of Bri-
tith: refident at ‘the court of Drefden; but all his
ldbour and concern for this young gentleman be-

‘came fruitlefs by his premature death, in 1768,

T.ord Chefterfield could not get over this fevere
blow, but from'this time grew feeble and languid :
i K2 yet
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yet thofe flathes of wit and humour, for which he
has been celebrated by all who knew him, at times
broke forth from the clouds of melancholy in which
he feemed enveloped. His old friend, Sir Tho-
mas Robinfon, whe is above fix feet hlgh telling
him one day, that if he did not ga abroad and take
exercife, he would die by inches ; the carl, drolly
replied, ¢ If that muft be the cafe, then I am very
lad I am not fo tall as you, Sir Thomas.”

About the latter end of the year 1772, his fon’s
widow was ordered to vifit him, and to bring with
her his two grandfons; his lordfhip, upon'this oc-
cafion, laid afide his crutch, with which he ufed
to fupport himfelf, being then very lame, and at-
tempted to advance to embrace the children, but he
was no longer able to ftand alone, and weuld have
fallen, if a fervant had not inftantly fuccoured him:.
this aﬁc&cd him fo much that he fhed tears, but
prefently recollecting himfelf, he faid, fmiling,—
¢ This is a freth proof of my declcnﬁon, I am not
able to crawl without my three legs ; the laft part
of the Sphynx’s riddle approaches, and-I fhall. foon.
end as [ began,. upon.all fours.”

His prediction was but too foon.verified, for ha
loft the ufe of his limbs in a fhort time 'rfter, but
he retained his fenfes almoft to the laft hour of
his life.  His lordfhip died on the 24th. of March

/17'1315 lordthip’s chara@er is almoft. undefinable ;
he was certainly one of the greateft wits of the
prefent age; but his flatterers have given him more.
reputation than any one man ever ‘acquired for this
talent. In his political charaéter he. was a patriot
upon principle, yet the luft of power made himy
either lull afleep or forget thofe principles when in,
office. His public excellence lay chiefly in being
an able negociator. But his politenefs,, aEabxhty,

and
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and knowledge of the human heart, made him uni-
verfally adnured, and gave him the key to the fe-
crets, as well as to the foibles of both fexes. In
thort, his amiable accomplifhments rendered him
the moft fit perfon upon earth for an ambaffador
or a viceroy. His talents for oratory acquired him
the title of the Britith Cicero; and his tafte for
learning and the polite arts, together with occa-
fional liberalities to the profeflors, gained him that
of the Mzcenas of this country. But when we
have allowed, that he was the accomplifhed cour-
tier, the perfect gentleman, and the able fenator,
we could wifh to clofe the fcene, for the remaining
part of his character does no honour to his memory.
However, we are in duty bound to obferve, that this
admired nobleman paid " little regatd to thofe pri--
vate obligations between man and man in fociety,
which are the bonds of its happinefsand tranquillity;
his failure in thefe points of morality was confpi-
cuous in his conduct in private life ; and his let-
ters to his fon, which were publifhed by that gen-
tleman’s widow after his lordfhip’s death, and have
been read with avidity, by almoft all ranks of
people, are a ratification of his immoral principles
and praétices ; and his will, made at the clofe of his
life, is a ftrong proof that his faculties had been
for fome time on the decline ; for it is inconfiftent,
partial, and peevifh ; containing but one claufe to
diftinguifh it as the work of 2 man of genius, which
is the following :— ;

<¢ Satiated with the pompous follies of this life,
of which I have had an uncommon fhare, T would
have no pefthumous ones difplayed at my funeral,
and therefore defire to be buried in the next bury-
ing-place to the place where I {hall die.” This
order was punttually obeyed, for he was buried
privately in the vault under South Audley chapel,
X 3 being
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being the neareft burying- phce to Lheﬁerﬁe]d—

haufe, where he died.

#5 Autherities. Dodﬂ»; s Annual Regifter
1/,4 Supp]emcnt to the Univerfal Magaz.me,
Vol. LlV .MommersH:ﬂ ofhngland Vol. I1L.

MEMOIRS OF 3

GLORGE Lorp LYTTELTON
[A.D. 1708, to 1773.] °

'HE late lord LYTTELTON is the laft of thofe
illuftrious perfonages,. whofe diftinguifhed .ta-
lents rendered them eminently ufeful to their coun-
try in public ftations, and an ornament to fociety
in private life; and who have paid the common
debt of nature. —Great Britain, at this time,: can
make her boaft of men of equal genius and abili-
ties in every department of civil government.. She
has her ftatefmen, patriots, fenators, judges, ge-
nerals, and admirals, who may vie with the moft
exalted charalters recorded in thefe volumes. The
editor wifhes they may long continue to adorn and
ferve their country ; and with great pleafure con-
figns to fome future compiler, the agreeable tafk
of doing juftice to their memories, which will fur-
nith him with ample matter for extending THE
BriTisu PLutARCH beyond its prefent limits.

His lordthip claimed defcent from one of the
moft ancient families in this kingdom. His an-
ceftors had poﬂ'eﬂions in the vale of Evetham,

Worcef~
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Worcefterthire, in the reign of Henry IIL parti-
cularly at Sonth-Lyttelton, from which place fome
antiquarians have aflerted “they tocl ‘their name.
T'here were two grants of land belonging to Eve-
fham-abbey in the poffefiion cf the late learned
Mr. Selden, to which one John de Lyttzlton avas
witnefs, in the year 1160.  The great judge Lyt-
telton,.in the reign of Henry 1V, was one of this
family, and from him defcended Sir i homas Lyt-
telton, father of the Jate peer, who was appointed
a lord of the admiralty in the year 1727 ; which
poft he refigned many ye:rs afterwards, on account
of the bad ftate of his health. ¥

This gentleman married Chriftian, daughter to
Sir Richard Temple, fifter of the late lord vifcount
Cobham, 2nd maid of honour to queen Anne, by
whom he had fix fons and fix daughters, the eldeft
of which” was George, afterwards created lord
Lyttelton, who was born at Hagley, in Worcefter-
fhire, one of the moft beautiful rural retirements
in this kingdom, in the year 1708, - '

He received the' elements of his education at
Eaton-fchool, where he fhewed an early inclina-
tion to poetry. His paftorals, and fome other light
pieces, were originally written in that feminary of
learning, from whence he was removed to the'uni-,
verfity of Oxford, where he purfued his claflical
{tudies with uncommon avidity, and fketched the
plan of his Perfian letters, a work which after-
wards procured him- great reputation, not only
from the elegance of the language in which they
were compofed, but from the excellent obfervations
they contained on the manners of mankind. :

In the year 1728, he fet out on the tour of Eu-
yope, and, on his arrival at Paris, accidentally be-
cane acquainted with the honourable Mr, Poyntz,
then our minifter at the court of Verfuilles, who

K 4 - was
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was fo ftruck with the extraordinary capacity of
our young traveller, that he invited him to his
houfe; and employed him in many political nego-
tiations, which he executed with great judgment
and fidelity.

The good opinion Mr. Poyntz entertained of
Mr. Lyttelton’s charaéter and abilities is teftified
in a letter under his own hand to his father, in
which he exprefles himfelf as follows :

Ta Sir THoymas LYTTELTON, Bart,
“ SIR,

<¢ I recéived your two kind letters, in which you
are pleafed very much to over value the fmall civi-
lities it has lain in my power to fhew Mr. Lyttelton.
I have more reafon to thank you, Sir, for giving
me fo convincing-a mark of your regard, as to in-
terrupt the courfe of his travels on my account,
which will Jay me under 2 double obligation to do
all I can towards making his flay agreeable and
ufeful to him; though I fhall ftill remain the greater
gainer, by the pleafure of his company, which no
fervices of mine can fufficiently requite. He is now
“in the fame houfe with me, and, by that means,
more conftantly under my eye than even at Soiffons ;
but I fhould be very unjuft to him, if I left you un-
der the imagination, that his inclinations {{and in
the leaft need of any fuch ungenerous reftraint :
depend upon it, Sir, from the obfervation of one
who would abhor to deceive a father in fo tender a
point, that he retains the fame virtuous and ftudious
difpofitions, which nature and your care planted in
him, only ftrengthened and improved by age and
experiencs ; fa that, 1 dare promife you, the bad
examples of Paris, or any other place, will never
have any other effe& upon him, but to confirm
him in the right choice he has made. Under thefe
bappy
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happy circumitances he can have little occafion for
any other advice, but that of fuftaining the cha-
racter he has fo early got, and of fupporting the
hopes he has raifed. 1 with it were in my power
to do him any part of the fervice you fuppofe me
capable of. 1 fhall not be wanting to employ him
as occafion offers, and to aflift him with my advice
where it may be neceffary, though your cares (which
he ever mentions with the greateft gratitude) have
made'this tafk very eafy. He cannot fail of making
you and himfclf happy, and of being a great orna-
ment to our country, if, with that refined tafte and
delicacy of genius, he can but recall his mind, at
a proper age, from the pleafures of learning, and
gay {cencs of imagination, to the dull road and. fa-
tigue of bufinefs., This I have fometimes taken the
liberty to hint to him, though his own good judg-
ment made it very unneceflary. Though I have only
the happinefs of knowing you, Sir, by your reputa-
tion, and by this common object of our friendfhip
and affedtion, your fon, Ibeg you will be perfuad- .
ed that] am, with the moft particular refpet,
. SIR, :
Your moft humble
and obedient fervant,

S. POYNTZ.?

Mr. Lyttelton’s conduét, while on his travels,
was 2 leflon of inftruction to the reft of his country-
men ; inftead of lounging away his hours at the cof-
fee-houfes frequented by theEnglith, and adopting
the fathicnable follies and vices of France andItaly,
his time was pafled alternately in his library, and
in the fociety of men of rank and literature. In this
early part of his life, he wrote a poetical epiitle to
Dr. Ayfcough, and another to Mr, Pope, which
fhew fingular tafte and correénefs,

Ks After
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After continuing a confiderable time at Paris with
Mr. Poyntz, who, to ufe his own words, behaved
like a fecond father to him, he procecded to'Lyons
and Geneva, from thence to Turin, ‘where he was
honoured with great marks of friendfhip by hisSar-
dintan majefty. He then vifited Milan, Venice;
Genoa, and Rome, where he applied himfelf clofe-
ly to the ftudy of the fine arts, and was, even in that
celebrated metropolis, allowed to be a perfect judge
of painting, fculpture, and architecture. '

During his continuance abroad, he conftantly
correfponded with Sir Thomas, his father; feveral
of hisletters are yet remaining, and place his filiak
zffeétion in a very diftinguifhed light. He foon after
rcturned to his native country, and was clefted re-
prefentative for the borough of Okehampton, in De-
vonfhire, and behaved fo much to the fatisfaétion
of his conftituents, that they feveral times re-eleét-
¢d him for the fame place, witheut putting-him to
the leaft expence, - | 7 o

About this period, ‘he reéceived great marks of
friendfhip from Frederick prince of Wales, father
of his prefent majefty 3 and was, in the year 1737,
" appointed principal fecretary ‘te his royal highnefs,
and continued in the firiCteftintimacy with him till:
the time of his'death. His attention to public bu-
finefs did not, however, prevent him from exer-
cifing his poctical talent. A moft amiable young
lady, Mifs Fortefcue, infpired him with a paflion,
which produced 2 numbcrof little pieces, remarkable
for their tendernefs and elegance; and hie had a hap-
py facility of firiking out an extempore compliment;
which obtained him no fmall fhare of reputation.
One evening being in company with lerd' Cobham
and feveral of the nobility at Stowe, his lord{hip
mentioned his defign of putting up a buft of lady
Suffolk in his beautifu] gardens; and, turning ta

Mr.
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Mr. Lyttelton, faid, George, vou muft furnith me
with a motto for it. I will, my lord, anfwered Mr.
Lyttelton, - and dire&ly produced the following
couplet; -

Her wit and beauty for a court were made,
But truth and goodnefs fit her for a fhade.

When Mr, Pitt, the prefent earl of Chatham,
loft his commiflion in the guards, in confequence of
his fpirited behaviour in parliament, Mr. Lyttelton
was in waiting at Leicefter-houfe, and, on hearing
the circumitance, immediately wrote thefe lincs :

Long had thy virtue mark’d thee out for fame,
Far, far, fuperior to a cornet’s name;

‘This generous Walpole faw, and griev’d to find’
So mean a poft difgrace that noble mind ;

‘Fhe fervile ftandard from thy freeborn band
He took, and bad thee lead the patriot band.’

In the year 1742, he married Lucy, the daugh-
ter of Hugh Fortefcue of Filleigh, in the county of
Devon, Efqg; the lady above-mentioned, whofe ex-
emplary conduét, and uniform practice of religion
and virtue, eftablifhed his conjugal happinefs upon
the moft folid bafis. ;

In 1744, hewas appointed one of thelords com-
miflioners of the treafury, and during his contipu-
ance in that ftation, conftantly exerted his influence
in rewarding merit and ability, He was the friend
and patron of the late Henry Ficlding, James
‘Thompfon, author of the Sezfons; Mr., Mallett,
Dr. Young, Mr. Hammond; Mr. Weft, Mr. Pope,
and Voltaire. On the death of Thompfon, who
left his affairs in a very embarrafled condition, Mr.
Lyttelton took that poet’s fifter under his protection..

Ka He
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He revifed the tragedy of Coriolanus, which that
writer had not put the laft hand to, and brought it

out at the theatre-royal in Covent-garden, with a |

prologue of his own writing, in which he foaffeét-
ingly lamented the lofs of that delightful bard, that
not orzly Mr. Quin, who fpoke the lines, but almoft
the whole audience fpontaneoufly burit into tears.

In the beginning of the year 1746, his felicity
was interrupted by the lofs of his wife, who died in
the 2gth year of her age, leaving him one fon, Tho-
mas, the prefent lord Lyttelton, and a daughter,
Lucy, who fome time {ince married lord vifcount
Valentia. ‘Fhe remains of his amiable lady were
depofited at Over-Arley, in Worcefterfhire; and
an elegant monument was ere&ed to her memory
in the church at Hagley, which contains the fol-
lowing infcription, written by her hufband :

Made to engage all hearts, and charm all eyes :
"I'hough meek, magnanimous; tho’ witty, wifes
Polite, as all her life in courts had been ;.

Yet good, as fhe the world had never feen ;
"T'he noble fire of an exalted mind

With gentleft female tendernefs combin’d..
Her fpeech was the melodious voice of love,,
Her forg the warbling of the vernal grove;
Her cloquence was fwecter than her fong,
Soft as her heart, and as her reafon ftrong.
Her form cach beauty of her mind exprefs’d,,
Her mind was virtue by the graces drefs’d.

Befide thefe beautiful lines, Mr. Lyttelton wrote:

2 monody on the death of his lady, which will be-

remembered while conjugal affection and a tafte for
poetry exift in this country..

His mafterly obfervations on tbe converfion and

apoftiefhip of St. Paul were written at the defire off

: - Gilbert

2
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Gilbert Weft, Efq; in confequence of Mr. Lyttel-
ton aflerting, that, befide all the proofs of the
Chriftian religion, which might be drawn from the
prophecies of the old teftament, from the neceflary
connedtion it has with the whole fyftem of the Jew-
ith religion, from the miracles of Chrift, and from
the evidence given of his refurrection by all the other
apoftles, he thought the converfion of St. Paul alone,
duly confidered, was of itfelf a demonftration fuf-
ficient to prove Chriftianity to be a divine revelation.
Mr. Weft was ftruck with the thought, and aflured
his friend, that fo compendious a proof would be
of great ufe to convince thofe unbelievers, that will
not attend to a longer feries of arguments ; and time
bas thewn he was not out in his conjeture, as the
tract is efteemed one of the beft defences of Chrif-
tianity which has hitherto been publifhed. ;

In 1754, he refigned his office of lord of the
treafury, and was made cofferer to his majefty’s
houfehold, and fworn of the privy council : Previous
to which, he married, a {econd time, Elizabeth,
daughter of field-marfhal Sir Robert Rich, whofe
indifcreet conduct gave him great uneafinefs, and
from whom he was feparated by mutual confent, a
few years after his marriage,

After filling the offices of chancellor and under
treafurer of the court of exchequer, he was, by let-
ters patent, dated the 1gth of November 1757, 31t
of George II. created a peer of Great Britain by the
ityle and title of lord Lyttelton, baron of Frankley,
in the county of Worcefter. »

His fpeeches in both houfes of parliament, upon
fundry occafions, exhibit ftrong proofs of a genius
fuperior to the generality of mankind, of found
judgment, of incorruptible integrity, of great good-
nefs of heart, and of mafterly elocution. But,
above all, his pration in the houfe of commons on,

the
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the motion for the repeal of the Jew bill, in the:
feffion of parliament of 1753, is fo perfe&t a model
of fine compofition in our language, that it is in-
titled to a place in.this work, on the firong pro-
bability that it may prove of fingular utility to fome
of our young readers ; and in this the editor fol-
lows a great example, that of the reverend Mr.
Enfield, prefident of the academy at Warrington,
in Lancafhire, who, with great judgment, has pub-
lifhed it-in his SPEAKER, a fele&lion of mifcella-
neous pieces, from our beft Englith writers, pro-
perly clafled ; and has ranked it with the beft ora-
tions of both ancients and moderns. :

¢¢ Mr. SPEAKER,

< I fee no occafion to enter at prefent into the
merits of the bill we paft the laft feflion for the
naturalization of Jews ; becaufe I am cenvinced,
that in the prefent temper of the nation, not a
fingle foreign Jew will think it expedient to take
any benefit of that aét; and therefore the repealing
of it is giving up nothing. I aflented to it laft
_year, in hopes it might induce fome wezlthy Jews
to come and fettle among us : in that light I faw
enough of utility in it, to make me incline rather
to approve than diflike it ; but that any man alive
could be zezlous either for or againft it, 1 confefs
I had no idea. What affets our religion, isin-
deed of the higheft and moft ferious importance.
God forbid we fhould ever be indifferent about that !
but, I thought this had nomore to do with religion
than ary turnpike-aét we paft in that feflion ; and,
after all the divinity that has been preached on the

fubject, 1 think fo flill. r
¢ REsoLUTION and STEADINESS are excellent
qualities 5 but it is the application of them upon
. which their value depends, A wife government,

»
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Mr. Speaker, will know where to yield as well as
where to refift : and there is no furer mark of lit=
tlenefs of mind.in an adminiftration, than obf’tmacy
_m trifles. . Public wifdom, on fome occaﬁons, muit
give way to popular fo]ly, efpecially in a free coun-
try, where the humour of the people muft be con-
fidered as attentively, as the humour of a king in
an abfolute monarchy. Under both forms of go-
vernment, a prudent and honeft miniftry will 5 in-
dulge a fmall folly, and will refift a great one.
Not to vouchfafe now. and then a kind mdu!gence
to the former, would difcover an ignorance of hu-
man nature : not, to refift the latter at all times,
would be meannefs and fervnhty 5\

¢« Sirs I look on the bill we are at prefent de-
bating, not as a facrifice made to"popularity (for
it facrifices nothing) but as a prudent-regard to
fome confequences arifing from. the nature of the
clamour raifed againft the Jate act for naturahzmg
Jews, which feem to requlre a partlcular confide-
raticn.

¢¢ Jt has been hitherto the rare and envied fehcnt
of his majefty’s reign, that his fubjecls have enjoyed
fuch a fettled tranquillity, fuch a freedom from angr
religious difputes, as is not to be paralleled in any
former times. The true Chriftian {pirit of mode-
ration, of charity, of umverfal benevo‘ence, has
prevailed in the people, has prevailed in the clergy
of all ranks and degrees, inftead of thofe narrow
principles, thofe bigoted prejudices, that, furicus,
that implacable, that, ignorant..zeal, which had
often done fo much hurt to the church and the
ftate. - But from the ill underftood, mﬁgmﬁcant,
a&t of parliament you are now moved to repeal,
oceafion has been taken to deprive us of this -ipef=
‘timable advantage. Itis a pretence to difturb the
pesce of the church, to infufe idle fears into the

© minds

h 4
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minds of the people, and make religion itfelf an
engine of fedition. It behoves the piety, as well
as the wifdom of parliament to difappoint thofe en-
deavours. Sir, the very worft mifchief that can
be done to religion, is to pervert it to the purpofes
of fa&tjon. Heaven and hell are not mere diftant,
than the benevolent fpirit of the gofpel, and the
malignant fpirit of party. ‘The moft impious wars
ever made were thofe called holy wars. He, who
hates another man for not being a Chriftian, is
himfelf not a Chriftian. Chriftianity, Sir, breathes
love, and peace, and good-will to man. A temper
conformable to the diftates of that holy religion
has lately diftinguifhed this nation ; and a glorious
diftin&ion it was. Butthere is latent, at all times,
in the minds of the vulgar, a fpark of enthufiafm,
which, if blown by the breath of a party, may,
even when it feems quite extinguithed, be {fuddenly
revived and raifed to a flame. The a&t of laft
feflion for naturalizing Jews has very unexpeétedly
adminiftered fuel to feed that flame. To whata
height it may rife, if it {hould continue much lon-
ger, one cannoteafily tell ; but take away the fuel,
and it will die of itfelf.
¢¢ It is the misfortune of all the Roman catholic
countries, that there the church and the ftate, the
civil power and the hierarchy, have feparate inte-
refts, and are continually at variance one with the
other. It is our happinefs, that here they form
but one fyftem. While this harmony lafts, what-
ever hurts .the church, hurts the ftate : whatever
weakens the credit of the gavernors of the church,
takes away from the civil power a part of its
ftrength, and fhakes the whole conftitution.
<¢ Sir, I truft and believe, that, by fpeedily
pafling the bill, we {hall filence that obloquy, which
bas fo unjuftly been caft upon our reverend prelates,
(fome
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{fome of the moft refpeGtable that ever adorned our
church) for the part they took in the act which this
repeals. And it greatly concerns the whole com-
munity, that they fhould not Jofe that refpet,
which is fo juftly due to them, by a popular cla-
mour, kept up in oppofition to a meafure of no’im-
portance in itfelf. But if the departing from that
meafure fhould not remove the prejudice fo malici-
oufly raifed, | am certain that no further ftep you
can take will be able to remove it; and therefore,
1 hope you will ftop here. This appears to be a
reafonable and fafe condefcenfion, by which no-
body will be hurt ; but all beyond this, would be
dangerous weaknefs in government. It might open
a door to the wildeft enthifiafm, and to the moft
mifchievous attacks of political difaffection working
upon that enthufiafm. If you encourage and au-
thorife it to fall on the fynagogue, it will go from
thence to the meeting-houfe, and in the end to
the palace. But let us be careful to check its fur-
ther progrefs. The more zealous we are to fup-
port Chriftianity, the more vigilant fhould we be
in maintaining toleration, If we bring back per-
fecution, we bring back the anti-chriftian {pirit of
popery; and when the fpirit is here, the whole
fyftem will fcon follow. ‘Toleration is the bafis
of all public quiet. It is a charater of freedom
givea to the mind, more valuable, I think, than
that which fecures our perfons and eftates. Indeed,
they are infeparably connected together : for, where
the mind is not free, where the confcience is en+
. thralled, there is no freedom. Spiritual tyranny
puts on the galling chains ; but civil tyranny is
called in, torivet and fix them. We fee it in Spain,
and many other countries; we have formerly both
feen and felt itin England. By the blefling of God,

we
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~we are now -delivered from all kinds of oppreffiont,
Let us take care, that they may never return.”?
This fpeech had its defired effeét 5 the whole
houfe ‘was ftruck with the force of his lordfhip’s
arguments, and the repeal of the naturalization act
took place without much oppofition.  One would
have .imagined that fuch confpicuous abilities for

the public fervice fhould have paved the way to the -

firlt employments in the {tates but without being
able to account for it, we find his lordfhip after
he: was called up to the houfe of peers, totally di-
vefted of all public employment, and only exerting
himfelfsupon particular occafions in his parliamen-
tary. capacity. ... .

he laft {peech which added to his great reputa-
tion, as a moft able fenator and complete orator, was:
delivered-in the feffion of 1763, upon a debate con~
cernting the privileges of parliament, in which he:
{upported the dignity of the peerage with a depth of

knowledge, that furprized the oldeft peers prefent;, -

who could not but wonder at the information they
seceived on the: fubjeét of their rights and privileges
from a peer of only fix years creation, when thofe
" who had fat in the houfe, fome twenty, fome thirty
years, were not able to give fo good an account of
them.

From about this period to that of his death, his
Jordfhip courted retirement ; and, in the enjoyment
of a felg&t fociety of friends, he had an opportunity of
exercifing thofe literary talents for which he was fo
eminent : he now found leifure to correfpond with
many of his learned friends; and to finifh his ¢¢ Dia-
Jogues of the Dead,” a moft mafterly performance,
containing leffons of the pureft morality, conveyed
in a ftyle and manner the beft calculated at once
to charm and inftruét a mind virtuoufly difpofed. .
. In:
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In the month of July 1773, this accomplithed

nobleman was fuddenly feized with an inflammatiorn
in his bowels, which turned to a mortification;-and
in a few days deprived the world of one of its moft
exalted charaéters. = His laft moments. exhibited a
pleafing, though an affefling fcene, it was fuch as
the exit of the great and good man alone can pre-
fent: unimpaired underftanding, unaffccted great«
nefs of mind, calm refignation, and humble, but
confident hopes in the mercy of God, graced the
dying accents of the Chriftian phllofoph».r He was
fuccecded in his title and cftate, and we doubt not
in his virtues, by his only fon, Thomas, the pre~
fent lord Lyttc]ton A compleat ‘colle&tion of alk
his lordfhip’s works have been publifhed fince his
ideath in 3 volumes, 8vo. by his nephew, Georgs:
Ayfcough, Efq; ;

S U P
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SUPPLEMENT.

The L1FE 6f
Dr. SAMUEL CLARKE,
[‘A. D. 1675, to 1735.]

E E cannot open this Supplement, which is te

contain the lives of the moft eminent men
in private life, with more edifying or entertaining
memoirs than thofe of a learned and confcientious
divine, whofe fentiments and conduét have been
juft revived, by fome living divines of the church
of England; who, like him, being unable to pro-
cure a long defired reformation of the do&rines and
difcipline of the church of England, have gone one
ftep further, and have thrown up valuable bene-
fices, that they might be at liberty to follow the
diftates of their own confciences, and to teach the
people what they conceive to be the pure do&rines
of Chriftianity.

The reverend Mr, Lindfay fet the example, and
has not only eftablifhed a new congregation in Lon-
don, but has publifhed a reformed liturgy upon the
plan of the great divine, whote life we are now
entering upon ; and as a proof of our prefent happy
national difpofition, Mr. Lindfay has not fuffered
under any of thofe vexatious moleftations, which
the blind zeal of the bigoted prelacy and clergy

threw

)
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threw in the way of Dr. Clarke. The fpirit of
toleration, which is the true fpirit of Chriftianity,
is the charaéteriftic of the prefent times; and to
the honour of our prefent bench of bifhops be i€
recorded, that they de not give countenance to the
very few intemperate clergy, whofe falfe zeal urges
them from the pulpit,. to attempt the revival. of
religious feuds, by inflammatory difcourfes, againft
the prefent reformers of the church of England.

Dr. SAMuEL CLARKE was born in the city of
Norwich in 1675, and educated in the free~fchook
of that place, under the care.of the reverend Mr,
Burton, :

He was the fon of Edward Clarke, Efq; alder-
man-of that city, and one of its reprefentatives i
parliament for {everal years: 'a gentleman of ani
excellent natural ¢dpacity, and of untainted repu-
tation for probity and virtue. . ,

In 1691, Mr. Clarke fent his fon to Caius-col«
lege, in Cambridge, to be under the tuition of Mrj
afterwards Sir John Ellis. Here, his great genius:
and abilities foon difcovered themfelves: and, when
he was little more than 21 years of age, he greatly
contributed, both.by hisown example, and his ex-
cellent tranflation. of,, and notes upon, Rohaut’s

“Phyfics, to the eftablifhment of the Newtonian
philofophy.

This performance is to this day in ufe at our
univerfities, and the notes are given to pupils in.
philofophy as general guides in the purfuit of their
{tudies in: this {cience.

When our divine came firft to the univerfity,
the {yftem of Des Cartes was the eftablifhed philo~
fophy there; though, as bithop Hoadly juftly ob«
ferves, ¢¢ it was no more than the inventioni of ani
ingenious and luxuriant fancy ; having no founda«

" tion
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tion in thereality of things, nor any correfpondency
to the certainty of facts.” : : :
« Mr. Ellis, Mr. Clarke’s tutor, though a very
learned man, was a zealot for this philo{éphy, and,
no doubt, gave his pupils the moft favourable im-
preffions of what he had fo clofely embraced him-
felf, ‘

The great Sir Ifaac Newton had™ indeed then
publithed his Principia : but this-book! was for, the
few; both the matter and manner of it placing it
out-of the reach of the generality even of learned
readers ; and ftrong prejudice,’ in favour of what
had been received, working againftit. . But neither
the difficulty of the tafk, nor the refpect he-paid to
the dire&or of his’ ftudies, nor ithe warmth and
prejudice of all around him, ‘had any influence upon
his mind. ‘ A
- Diffatisfied therefore with arbitrary hypothefes,
he applied himfelf to the ftudy "of what was real
and fubftantial ; and 'in this ftudy he made fuch
uncommeon advarces, that he was prefently mafter
of the chief parts of the Newtonian philofophy; and,
to obtain his firft degrce, he perform:d a public
. exercifein the {chools upon’ a queftion taken from
thence 5 “which furprized the whole audience, both
for the depth of knowledge, and clearnefs of expref-
fion, that appeared through the whole.

In the year 1697, Mr. Clarke accidentally be-
came acquainted with the celebrated John Whifton,
at. a coftee-houfe at Norwich, who difcovering in’
converfation,  that he was a young man of extra-
ordinary genius, and had made an uncommon pro-
,grefs in the'Newtonian philofophy, at that time
underftood only'by.a few of the moft learned men’
i the kingdom, he commenced an intimacy with -
bim. = Mr. Clarke had juft taken holy orders, and
Mr. Whifton was chaplain to Dr. JohnMoore, bi-

& thop
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fhop of Norwich, a prelate of great eminence for
his -piety and learning, and who took delight in
patronizing men of genius. Mr. Whifton, being
charmed ‘with the converfation of young Clarke,
upon bis return to the palace, gavean account of it
to the bithop, who thereupon defired-him to invite
alderman Clarke and his. fon to dine with hlm
and this introdution laid the foundation of Mr.
Clarke’s futureeftablithment inthel bifhop’s family.
For, the very next year, on the promotion of Mr.
W hitton to the living of Loweftoft, in Suffolk, his
lordfhip appointed Mr. Clarke to fucceed hlm, as
his domeltic chaplain. - Our young divine now
found fufficient leifure to purfue hlS favourite ﬁudy,
which was divinity.

In 1699, he publifhed three pra&xcalEﬂ'ays up-
on baptifm; confirmation, and repentance ; and an
anonymous piece, mtltled Refiections on part of a
hook called Amyator.

- Thelate celebrated Dr. Benjamin Hoadley, bithop-
of W inchefter, mentions. thefe effays, and the reflec-
tions on Amyntor, not to put them upon a level
with the author’s other performances, -but only.as
having upon them the plain marks of a Chriftian
frame of mind, and as proofs of his knowledge in
the writings of the early ages of Lhnfhamty, even
at his firft fetting out in the world.

The author of Amyntor, it is well known, was
the famous Mr. Toland: ard the propofitions main-
tained therein, which Dr. Clarke thought moft to
deferve confideration, are thefe three: :

Firt, that the books afcribed to. the difciples and
cpmpanions of the apoftles, which are {till extant,
and at this time thought genuine, and of great au-
thority ; fuch as, the epdtle of (.,Iemens ‘to the Co-.
. ringhians, the epiftles of Ignatius, the epiftle of Po~
lycarp to the Phillipians, the paftor of Hermas, and .

the
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the epiftle of Barnabas, &c. are all very eafily
proved to be fpurious, and fradulently impofed upon
the credulous. .

Secondly, that it is the eafieft tatk in the world,
to fhew the ignorance and fuperftition of the writers
of thefe books ; thatBarnabas has many ridiculous
pailages ; and, by faying, that the apolitles, before
their converfion, were the greateft finners in nature,
we are robbed of an argument we draw from their
integrity and fimplicity againft infidels: that the
paftor of Hermas is the fillieft book in the world §
and, that Ignatius fays, the.virginity of Mary was
a fecret to the devil; which Dr. Clarke {fuppofes Mr.
Toland cites as a ridiculous faying.

Thirdly, that they, who think thefe books ge-
nuine, ought to receive them into the canon of.
feripture; fince the reputed authors of them were
companions and fellow-labourers of the apoftles, as
well as St. Mark and St. Luke; which is the only
reafon (Mr'. T'. ever heard of ) why thefe two evan-
gelifts are thought infpired.

" Thefe are the principal affertions of the author
of Amyntor; in.oppofition to which” Dr, Clarke ad-
vances and maintains the three following propofi-
tions :

Firft, that though -we are not infallibly certain,
that the epiftles.of Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarp;-
and Barnabas, with the . paftor of Hermas, are ge-
nuine; yet that they are genérally believed to be fo,
upon very great authority, and with very good rea-
fon. ;.

Secondly, that therefore, - though they are net
received as of the fame authority with the canonical
books of the new teftament, yet they ought to have
a-proportionable veneration paid to them, both with
refpect to the authors, and to the writings them-

félves, 3 ; Syl
"Thirdly,
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Thirdly, that ncither the belief of the genuine-
nefs of thefe books, nor the refpect paid to them as
fuch, does in the leaft diminifh from the authority
of the new teftament, or tend to make the number
of the canonical books uncertain or precarious.

In 1701, Mr.Clarke publifhed his paraphrafe on
the gofpel of St. Matthew; which was foon follow-
ed by thofe on St. Mark, Luke, and John; a work
which is defervedly held in the higheft efteem; his
original defign, was to have gone through the whole
of the new teftament in the fame mafterly, plain,
fimple manner, giving a juft reprefentation of what
is recorded in the gofpel, without entering into ab-
ftrufe, critical commentaries. .

We are told, he had atually begun his Paraphrafe
upon the Acts of the Apoftics ; but.fomething ac-
cidental interrupted the execution ; and it is now
only to be lame.ted, that he did not afterwards
refume and complete fo excellent a work ; which
his friends often preffed upen him, and to which
he would fometimes anfwer, that it was made lefs
neceffary, by the labours of feveral worthy and
learned perfons, fince_ the publication of his work
upon the Four Gofpels.. However, his paraphrafe
was found to be fo generally ufeful, that it was
ftrongly recommended by the moft eminent divines;
and it has paffed through four editions,

About the year 1702, the bithop gave Mr. Clarke
the re¢tory of Drayton, ‘near- Norwich, and. pro-
cured for him a parifh’ in that city ; both together
of very inconfiderable value ; ‘and thefe he ferved
himfelf, in- the feafon when the bithop refided at..
Norwich.  His preaching was, at firft, without
notes ; and fo continued, till he became rector. of
St. James’s, v Tt

In the year 1704, he was appointed to; preach
Mr. Boyle’s Le@ure; and the {ubject. he chofe,

Vitemiea ot hadaalien Sy - 5. Mt R
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was, ¢ The Being and Attributes of God:” tn _
which he fucceeded fo well, that he was appointed

to preach the fame lecture the next year; when he

chofe for his fubjeét, <¢ The Evidences of Natural

and Revealed Religion.”

His fermons on thefe fubjets are thrown into
continued difcourfes, and printed toge.her, under
the general title of, ¢¢ A Difcourfe concerning the
Being and Attributes of God, the Obligations of
Natural Religion, and the Truth and Certainty of
Chriftian Revelation ; in Anfwer to Mr, Hobbes,
Spinoza, the Author of The Oracles of Reafon,
and other Deniers of Natural' and Revealed Reli-
gion : being fixteen fermons, preached in the ca-
thedral church of St. Paul, in the years 1704 and
1703, at the le¢ture founded by Robert Boyle, Efqg;”

Thefe fermons were printed in two diftin& \o-
Jumes ; the firft in 1705, and the fecond in 1706.
They ‘have been f{ince printed in one, and have
paffed through feveral cditions. " In the fourth and
fifth editions, were added feveral letters to Dr.
Clarke from a Gentleman in Gloucefterfhire'( Dr,
Jofeph Butler, afterwards bithop of Briftol ) relat—
ing to the Demonftration, &c. with the doélor’s’
anfwers. In the fixth and feventh editions, were
added, A Difcourfe concerning the Conneétion of
the Prophecies in the Old Teftament, and the Ap-
plication of them to Chrift; and,” An Anfwer to
a Seventh Letter concerning the Argument & priori.
Mr. Clarke having endeavouréd to.fhew, that the
being of 2 God may be demonftrated by arguments
a priori; this led him into a controverfy with fome
of the theological writers of his time.

‘The reputation, however,” which Mr, Clarke
acquired by his Demonftration .of the Being and
A tributes of God, could not be diminifhed by any
th ng that came from the pens of his anta_goni{’cfi.’

‘ S ATV
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And how far the work merited the approbation of
all pious and learned men, may be collected from
the following charalter given of it by bifhop
Hoadley :

<« He has laid the foundations of true religion
too deep and f{trong, to be fhaken, either by the
fuperftition of fome, or the infidelity of others.—
He chofe particularly to cénfider the arguings .of .
Spinoza and Hobbes, the moft plaufible patrons of
the fyftem of Fate and Neceflity ; a fyftem which,
by deftroying all true freedom of altion in any in-
telligent being, at the fame time deftroys all that
can be ftiled virtue, or praife-worthy. “This being
a fubje&, into which all the fubtiliies and quirks
of metaphyfics had entered, and thrown their ufual
ob’curity and intricacy, the difficulty lay in clear-
ing away this rubbifh of confufion ; in intreducing
a language that could be underftood ; in clothing
the cleareft ideas in this plain and manly language ;
and in concluding nothing but from f{uch evidence
as amounts to demonftrative, He began with felf-
evident propofitions; from them advanced to fuch
as received their proof from the former; and in
thefe took no ftep till he had fecured the way be-
fore him. Throughout the whole, no word is ufed
but what is intelligible to all who are at alf verfed
in fuch fubjes, and what exprefles the clear idea
in the mind of him who makes ufe of it. All is
one regular building, erected upon an immoveable
“foundation, and rifing up, from one ftage to an-
other, with equal ftrength and dignity.”

About ‘this time Mr. Whifton informs us, he
difcovered that Mr. Clarke had been looking into
the primitive writers, and began to fufpeét, that
the Athanafian doétrine of the Trinity was not the
doétrine of the easly a%t's.

I 2

Whether
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Whether Sir Ifazc Newton had given Mr.Clarke
any intimations of that nature, or whether it arofe
from enquiries of his own, Mr. Whifton, who
gives us this account, cannot dire&ly inform us ;
though he inclines to the latter, This only he
remembers to have heard Mr, Clarke. fay, that he
never read the Athanafian creed, in his parifh, at
or near Norwich, but ence, and that was only by
miftake, at a time when it was not appuinted by the
rubric.

In 1706, his patron, bithop Moore, by his-in-
tereft, procured for him the rectory of - St. Bennet,
Paul’s-wharf, in London. j .

The fame year, he publifhed his, letter to Mr.
Dodwell, in anfwer to that author’s Epiftolary
Difcourfe concerning the Immortali’ty-of the Soul.
‘The 'whole title is, A Létter to Mr. Dodwell ;
wherein all the arguments in’ his Epiftolary Dif-
courfe againft the Immortality of the Soul are par-
ticularly anfwered, and the judgment of the faihers
concerning that matter truly reprefented. M.
Dodwell’s book, againft which this is levelled, is
intitled: AnEpiftolary Difcourfe, proving from the
fcriptures, and the firft fathers, that the, foulis a
principle naturally mortal,” but immortalized ac-
tually by the pleafurc of. God, to punifhment or to
reward, by its union with the divine baptifmal {pi-
rit : Wherein is proved, that none have the power
of giving this divine immortalizing fpirit, fince the
apoftles, but only the bithops.

The mifchievous tendency of this dofirine as it
was fupported by the great name of th: author in
the learned world, made it more necetlury that an
anfwer fhould be given to what, from another hand,
might perhaps have been received as a defigned ban-
ter upon both natural and revealed religion.  Mr.
Clarke was thought the moft proper perfon for this

5 work.
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work. ¢ And he did it (fays the bithop of Win-
chefter) in fo excellent a manner, both with regard
to the philofophical part, and to the opinions of
fome of the primitive writers, upon whom this doc-.
trinc was fixed, that it gave univerfal fatisfaction.”
But this controver(y did not ftop here. For Mr. An-
thony Collins, coming in as a fecond to Mr., Dod-
well, went much farther into the philofophy of the
difpute, and indeed feemed to produce all that could
plaufibly be faid againft the immateriality of the
foul, as well as the liberty of human aftions. :
+ T'his opened a larger ge]d of controverfy, into
which Mr. Clarke entered, and wrote with fuch a
fpirit of clearncfs and demonftration, as fhewed
him greatly fuperior to his adverfaries, both in me-
taphyfical and naturil knowledge. ; :
Mr. Clarke’s piece was foon followed by four de-
fences of ity in four feveral letters to the author of a
Jetter to the learned Mr, Hepry Dodwell; contain-
ing fome reraarks on a {pretended) demonftration
of the immateriality and natural immortality of the
foul, in Mr. Clarke’s anfwer to his late Epittolary
Difcourfe, &c. '
The fame year likewife, he tranflated Sir Ifaac
Newton’s Treatife of Opticks into elegant Latin’. -
In the midft of his other labours, he found time
alfg to thew his’regard to the mathematical and
phyfical ftudiess his exaé knowledge and (kill in -
them, and his natural affeion and capacity for
thefe ftudies; were not alitdé improved by the pr-
ticular friendfhip of theincomparable Sir Haac New- .
ton; at whofe requeit, bithop Hoadly tells us, He
tranflated that excellent performance, and fent it
2ll over Europe in a plainer ard lefs ambiguous
ftyle, than the Englifh Janguage will permit. And
here it may be proper to add, that, after the death
of that great man, Dr. Clarke vindicated his do&trine
L3 concerping
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concerning the proportion of velocity and force of
bodies in motion, againft the objections of fome late
mathematicians, in a thort, plain, and mafterly
letter. Nor muft it be forgot, that SirIfaacNew-
ton was fo particularly plcafed with our author’s
verfion of his opticks, that he prefented him the fum

_ of five hundred pounds, or one hundred pound for

each child, the doctor having then five children.

.He was now brought by his patron to court, and
recommended to the favour of queen Anne, who
appointed him one of her chaplains in ordinary ;
and foon after, in confideration of his great merit,
and at the requeft of the bithop, prefented him to the
refory of St. James’s Weftminfter: from which
time he left off his former way of preaching without
notes, and made it his bufinefs to compofe, and write
down, as accurate fermons as he could.

_« From the time of his taking poflefflion of this
living, he refided conftantly in the retory-houfe ;
feldom leaving the place,. unlefs for a few weeks in
the long vacation, when the town was empty ; and
during the time of his being re&or, befides the re-
gular performance of all the other duties of- his pro-
feflion, he followed the cuftom of his predecefiors,

. in readingleétures uponthe church catechifin, every

" Thurfday morning, for fome months in the year.

Upon his advancement to this benefice in 170g,
he took the degree of dotor in divinity at Cam-
bridge, and diftinguifhed himfelf upon that occafion
by the performance of a remarkable public exercife.

he queftions on which he difputed were thefe: 1.
Nullum Fidei Chriftianz Dogma, in S. Scripturis
traditum, eft reéte rationi diffentaneum, i. e, ««Naq
article of Chriftian faith, delivered in the holy ferip-
tures, is difagreeable to right reafon.” II. Sine
actionum humanarum libertate nulla poteft effe re-

ligia,
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digio, i. el ¢ Without the freedom of human ac-
tions there can be no religion.” :
The doftor’s thefis was an elaborate difcourfe -
. upon the firft of thefe two queftions, Ir. James,
then royal profeilor of divinity, a very learnzd and
acute difputant, exerted him{:If more than ufual on
this occafion; and, after having fifted every part
of Dr.Clarke’s thefis with the ftricteft nicety, prefs-
. ed him with all the force of fyllogifm in its various
forms.. ‘I'othe former our refpondent made an ex-
tempore reply, in a continued difcourfe for near
half an_hour; in which, «without any hefitation
either for thoughts or languaze, he took off the
force of all that the profeffor had faid, in fuch a man-
ner that many of the auditors declared themfelves
aftonithed, and owned that, if they had not been
within fight of him, they fhould have fuppofed-he
had read every word of his reply out of a paper,
After this, in the courfe of the fyllogiftical dif-
putation, he guarded fo well againft the asts; which
the profeffor was mafter of in perfection; replied
fo readily to the greateft difficulties fuch an objector
could propofe; and prefled him fo clofe and hard
with clear and intelligent an{wers ; that, perhaps
never ‘was {uch a conflict heard in the {chools ; nor
any difputation kept up with fuch fpirit, and ended
with equal honour to the refpondent. The profeffor
'who was 2 man of humour as well as learning, faid
to him aloud, towards the end of the difputation,
Probe me exacuifti, or (as others think ) exercuifti :
which was looked upon as a very high compliment,
in his humourous way of fpeaking. And thelearned
members of the univerfity, who had with pleafure
attended to every part of the difputation, went away
difcourfing to one another of the unufual entertain-
ment they bad had in the fchools : and particularly
admiring, that, after an abfence of fo many years,
: L 4 and
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and a long courfeof bulinefs of quite another nature,
they heard him now handling the fubje&s he under-
took in fuch a mafterly manner, as if this fort of aca-
demical exercife had been his conftant employment
and with fuch a fluency and purity of expreflion,
as if he had been accuftomed to no other language
in converfation but Latin.  Mr. Whifton tells us,
in the words of an unknown admirer of Dr. Clarke,
who was prefent at this famous a&, that < every
creature was wrapt up into filence and aftonifhment,
and thought the performance truly admirable.”

In the year 1710, Dr. Clarke publifhed a beau-
tiful edition of C=far’s Commentaries ; which is
intitled, C. Julii Czfaris quz extant, accuratiflime
cum libris editis et MSS. optimis collata, recognita,
et correcta : accclerunt annotatiores Samuelis
Clarke, S.T.P. Item indices locorum, rerumque
c;-irerbg{p_m_, utilifima. : .
. dtwas printed in 1712, in folio; and afterwards,
m 1720, in 8vo. "It was dedicated to ‘the great
duke of Narlborough, at a'time when his unpa-
ralleled vi¢tories and fuccefles had raifed his glory
to the higheft pitch abroad, .and leflened his inte-
relt and favour at home. - -

" Inn the publication of this book, Dr. Clarke took
particular care of the punétuation, ' or a proper dif-
tribution of each fentence into its conftituent mem-
bers: an exaétnefs too much neglected by learned
men, though abfolutely neceflary for preferving the
perfpicuity, and even the beauty of an author’s lan-
guage. In the annotations, he fele¢ted what 2p-
peared the beft and moft judicious in other editors,
with fome corrections and emendations of his own
interfperfed. '

He acknowledges himfelf very particularly ob-
liged to the learned Dr. Richard Bentley, for the

ufe of a manufcript in the king’s library ; to the
reverend
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reverend Dr. Robert Cannon, for fome various
readings, tranfcribed from the Mufeeum of Ifaac
Voffius ; but different from thofe which are inferted
in the Amfterdam edition of Czfar, with the notes
of Dionyfius.Voffius; and, laftly, to Dr. John
Moore, bithop of Ely, for a manufcript, ufed by
Dr. Dav:s, in his edition of Cafar, and by him
-called the Norwich manufcript, ‘bifhop Moore be-
ing then bifhop of Norwich.

"Mr. ‘Addifon takes notice of Dr. Clarke’s foho
edition of Czefar’s Commentaries in the following
words :

¢ The new edition which is guen us of Ceefar’s
LCommentaries, has already been taken notice of in
foreign gazettes, and is 2 work that does honour to
the Englifh prefs. It is no wonder that an edition
:dhould be very correct, which has paffed through
the hands of the maoft accurate, learned, and Judl-—
cious writers this age has produced. The beauty
of the paper, of the charaéter, and of the feveral
cuts, with which this -noble work is illuftrated,
amakes it the fineft book that I have ever feen ; and
s a true inftance of the Englith.genius; which,
though it does not come the firft into any art, ge-
nerally carries it to greater heights than any other
country in the world.”

Soon after this, Dr. Clarke became engaged in
a warm controver{y, occafioned by the publication
-of his Scripture Doétrine of the Trinity ; of which
sotice was taken, and complamt made, by the
lower houfe of convocation, in 1714: but the affair
{oon ended, . upon the members of the upper houfe
declaring them{elves {atisfied with the explanations,
delivered in to them by the author, upon the fuchét
of the complaint,

Thus ended - this troublefome affa}r, the moft
authentic account of which we have in a piece in-

Lsg = titled,
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titled, - ¢« An Apology for Dr. Clarke ; ‘containing,
An Account of the late Proceedings in Convocza-
tion upon his Writings concerning the Trinity.
London, 1714, in 8vo.”

His Scripture Do@rine of the Trinity was firft
pubiithed in 8vo, in 1712 ; and afterwards there
.was a fecond edition, with fome alterations, in1716.
‘T'he.whole title is, The Scripture Doctrine of the
"T'rinity : wherein every T'ext in the New. Tefta-
ment, relating to that [Doétrine, is diftinét'y con-
fidered ; "and the Divinity of our blefled Saviour,
-according to the Scriptures, proved and explained.

¢ The fubject of this book,” the author teks us,
¢ is 2 dolirine no way affe@ing the particular con-
ftitution, order, or external government of the
church; but, in general, of great importance in
refigion : a matter not to be treated of flightly and
carelefsly, as it were by accident only, or after the
manner of fuperficial controverfies about words, or
of particular occafional queftions concerning ambi-
guous texts; but which ought, when diicourfed
upon at all, to be examined thoroughly on all fides,
by a ferious ftudy of the whole feripture, and by
taking care that the explication be confiftent with
itfelf in every part.”

It is divided into three parts. The firft is, A
Collection and Explication of all the Texts in the
New Teftament, relating to the Doétrine of the
Trinity. _In the fecond part, The foregoing Doc-
jtrine is fet forth at large, and explained in parti~
.cular and diftinét Propofitions. And, in the third,
-The principal Paflages in the Liturgy of the Church
of England, relating to the Do&trine of the Trinity
are confidered.

‘The bithop of Winchefter, before mentioned,
applauds our author’s method of proceeding, in
-forming his own fentiments upon fo important a

: ¢ Al Sond point,
4
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point, which fhould be a rule for every rational
Chriftian. . ’

«¢ He knew, and all men agreed, that it was a
matter of mere revelation ; he did not therefore re-
tire into his clofet, and fet himfelf to invent and
form a plaufible hypothefis, which might fit eafily
upon his mind : he had not recourfe to abftract
and metaphyfical reafonings, to cover or patronize
any fyftem he might have embraced before: but,
as a Chriftian, he laid open the New Teftament
before him.  He fearched out every text, in which
mention was made of the three Perfons, or of any
one of them. He accurately examined the mean-
ing of the words ufed about every one of them;
and, by the beft rules of grammar and critique,
and by his fk_ill‘in language, he endeavoured to fix
“plainly what was declared about every Perfon, and
what was not. e

¢ 1 am far from taking upon me,” adds the bi-
fhop, ¢ to determine, in fo difficult a queftion, be-
“tween Dr. Clarke, and thofe who made replies to
him. The debate foon grew very warm, and, in
a little time, feemed to reft principally vpon him,
‘and one particular adverfary, [Dr. Waterland, head
of ‘Magdalen-college, Cambridge,] very fkilful in
:the management of a debate, and very learned and
well verfed in the writings of the ancient fathers.

¢ This 1 hope 1 may be allowed to fay, that
every Chriftian divine and layman, ought to pay his
thanks to Dr. Clarke, for the method into which he
brought.this difpute ; and for that collettion of the
texts.of the New Teftament, by which, at laft, it
mmuft be decided, ‘on which fide foever the truth
may be fuppoféd to lie.

“i¢¢ And let mec add this one weord more, that,
{ince men of fuch thought, and fuch learning, have
fhewn the world, in their own example, how widely
- the
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the moft honeft enquirers after truth. may differ
upon fuch fubjets ; this, methinks, fhould alittle
abate our mutual cenfures, and a little take oft from
our pofitivenefs about the neceflity of -explaining;
in this or that one determinate fenfe, :the ancient
paflages relating to points of fo fublime a nature.”

His lordthip concludes what he hadto.fay upon
this fubjeét, with afluring us, that, ¢ from the
time .of Dr. Clarke’s publifhing this book, to the
day of his death, -he found no reafon, as far as he
was able to judge, to alter the notions which he had
there profefled, concerning the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft, towards any of thofe fchemes, which
feemed to him to derogate from the honour of the
Father, on one fide; or from that of the Son and
Spirit, on the other.’ } :

<¢ This,” adds the bifhop, ¢ I-thought proper
juft to mention, as what all his friends know. to
be trmtR e ol inay :

Some time before the publication, a meflage was
fent him from, the lord Godolphin, and.others of
«queen’ Anne’s minifters, -importing,’ that the affairs
of the public were with difficulty then kept in the
hands of thofe, who were at all for liberty; that
1t was therefore an unfeafonable time for the publi-
cation of a book which would-make a great-noife
and difturbance; and they therefore defired him 1o
Aorbear, till a fitter opportunity fhould offer itfelf.

"T'o this meflage Dr. Clarke paid no regard; but
went on, according to the di¢tates of his conlcience,
with the publication of his book.: Since Dr.Clarke’
death, a third edition of this book has’been printed,
with very great additions, left.under the author’s
own hand, ‘ready prepared for the prefs. . . f
. 1t gave occafion to a great number-of books and
pamphlets on the fubjegt, written by himfelf and
others, too tedious 10 eaumerate, but which u;ay bj

oun

2
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found in a pamphlet intitled, ¢¢*An Account. of all
the confiderable Books and Pamphlets, that have
been wrote on either fidé, in the controverfy. con-
cerning the Trinity, fince the year 1712: in which
is alfo contained an Account of the Pamphlets writ
this laft year on each fide by the Diflenters, to the
end of the year 1719. London, 1720, in 8vo.”

“In 1715and 1716, Dr. Clarke had a difpute with
thc celebrated Mr. Leibnitz, relating to the prin-
ciples of natural philofophy and religion; and a col-
lection of the papers, which paﬂ'ed between them,
was publithed in-1717.

To this collection are added, Letters toDr. Clarke
concerning Liberty -and Neceﬂity, from a gentleman
{Richard Bu]kley, Efq;) of the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge ; with the Doctor’s Anfwers to .them: alfo
remarks upon a book, intitled, APhilofophical En-
qu1ry concerning human hberty (vanthony Col-
dins, Efq;). T his book ‘s infcribed to her late m3-
“jefty, queen Caroline (then princefs of Wales) who
-was pleafed to have the controverfy pafs through
.her hands, and was the witnefs and judge of ever
ftep of it. And Dr. Clarke, ufed often to fpeak
‘with admiration of the queen’s marvellous fagacity
‘and judgment in the feveral parts of the difpute.

It related chiefly to the important and difficult
points of liberty and néceflity ; points in which Dr.
‘Clarke always excelled, and fhewed a fuperiorit

to all his opponents, whenever they came into pri-
vate difcourfe, or pubhc debate.

Mr. Whifton obﬁ:rves, ¢ that Leibnitz was
prefled fo hard by Dr. Clarke, from matter of fadt,
known laws of motion, and the difcoveries of Slr
1Ifaac Newton, who ‘heartily affifted the dottor,
that he was forced to have recourfe to metaphyfical
Aubtilties, and to a pre-eftablifhed harmony of
things, in his own imagination, which he ftylesa

{uperior
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fuperior reafon; till it was foon feen, that Leibnitz’s
fuperior reafon ferved to little elfe, but to confirm
the great fuperiority of experience and mathematics
above all fuch metaphyfical fubtilties whatfoever.
And [ confefs,” adds Mr. Whifton, ¢ I Jook upon
thefe letters of Dr. Clarke, as among the moft ufe-
ful of his performances in natural philofophy.”

In 1718, acontroverfy arofe concerning the pri-
mitive Doxologies, occafioned by an alteration made
by Dr. Clarke in thofe of the finging Pfalms.

This he did'in certain felect hymns and pfalms,
reprinted that year, for the ufe of St. James’s parifh.

T he alterations were thefe :
To God, through Chrift, his only Son,
lmmortal Glory be, &c.
And, ‘
“To God, through Chrift, hisSon, our Lord,
All Glory be therefore, &c. h

A confiderable number of thefe feleét pfalms and
hymns having been difperfed by the Society for
promoting of Chriftian knowledge, before the alte-
ration of the doxologies was taken notice of, Dr.
Clarke was charged with a delignof impofing upon
the Society 5 whereas, in truth, theedition ‘of themn
had been prepared by him for the ufe of his own
parifh only, “before the Society had any thoughts of
purchafing any of the copies.

However, the bithop of London thought pro-
per to publifh a Letter to the Incumbents of all
Churches and Chapels in his Diocefe, concerning
their not ufing any Forms or Doxology, dated'De-
cember 26, 1718. ‘This letter was animadverted
upon by Mr. Whifton, in his Letter. of Thanks to
the right reverend the lord ‘bithop of London, fer
his late Letter to his Clergy againft the ufe of new
Forms of Doxology, &c. .dated January 17, 17193
and in a pamphlet, intitled, An humble Apology

fox
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for St. Paul, ard the other Apoftles; or, a Vindj-
cation of them and their Doxologies from the Charge
of Herefy. By Cornelius Paets. London, 1719.

Soon after came out an ironical piece, intitled,
A Defence of the bithop of London, in Anfwer to
Mr. Whifton’s Letter of Thanks; addrefled to the
archbithop of Canterbury. To which is added,
A Vindication of Dr. Sacheverell’s late Endeavour
to turn Mr. Whifton out of his church. Mr.
Whifton’s Letter of Thanks occafioned likewife
the two following. pieces ; viz. The lord bithop of
London’s Letter to his Clergy vindicated, &c. B
a Believer; London, 1719: and, A SeafonableRe-
view of Mr. W hifton’s Account of Primitive Dox-
clogies, &c. By a Prefbyter of the diocefe of Lon-
don, (fuppofed to be Dr. William Berriman ).
London, 1719. To the latter Mr. Whiftonr re-
plied in a Second Letter to the bithop of London,
&c. dated March. 11, 1719: and the author of
the Seafonable Review, &c. anfwered him in a
Second Review, &c. As to Dr. Clarke’s conduét
in this affair, Mr. Whifton efteems it ¢¢ one of
the moft Chriftian attempts towards fomewhat of
reformation, upon the primitive foot, that he ever
ventured upon.” But headds, ¢ thatthe bithop of
London, in the way of modern authority, was
quite too hard for Dr.Clarke, in the way of primi-
tive Chriftianity.”

About this time, he was prefented by Mr. Sech-
mere, chancellor of the dutchy of Lancafter, to
the mafterfhip of Wigftan hofpital in Leicefter,

In 1724, he publithed in o&avo, feventeen fer-
mons on feveral occafions, eleven of which were
never before printed. In 1727, upon the death of
Sir Ifaac Newton, he was offered the place of maf-
-ter of the mint, which he thought proper to refufe,

: Upon
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Upon the offer of this place,” he advifed with his
friends, and particularly with Mr. Emlyn and Mpr.
Whifton; who were both heartily again{{ it, as what
he did not want, as what was entirely remote from
his profeflions. and would hinder the fuccefs of his
miniftry. To which Mr. Whifton added, as his
‘principal reafon againtt it, that fuch refuf. 1 would
thew that he was in earneft with religion. ' Dr,
Clarke was.himfelf of the fame opinion, and could
never reconcile himf{elf to this fecular preferment.
And it is taken notice of to. the honour of Mrs.
Clarke, that fhe never fet her heart upon the ad-
wvantages this place would produce to her family,
but left the do&or at full liberty to 2 as his con-
fcience and _inclination thould dire&t him. Mo,
‘Whiften, who partuularly mentions this affair, in-
forms us, that Mr. Conduit, who fucceeded, gave
2 thoufand pounds to vacate a place among the
king’s writers; which was given to one of Dr.
Clarke’s fons.

In 1728, was publithed, A Letter from Dr. Clarke
to Mr. Benjamin Hoadly, concerning The Propor-

. tion of Velacity and Force in Bodies in motion,
‘The beginning of the year 1729, he publifhed at
London in guarto, the twelve firft books of Homer’s
1liad.

T'his edition was dedicated te his royal highnefs
the duke of Cumberland. The Latin verfion is al-
amoft entirely new, and annotations are added at the
‘bettom of the pages. Homer, the bifhop of Win-
chefter tells us, was Dr. Clarke’s admired author,
even to.a degree of fomething like enthufiafm hardly
natural to his temper; and that in this he went 2
little beyond the bounds of Horace’s judgment, and
‘was fo unwilling to allow the favourite poet ever. to
Aod, that he has taken remarkable pains to find out,

and
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and give a reafon for every paflage, word, and tittle,
that could’ create. any fufpxcnon

< The tranflation,” adds his lordfhip, ¢ thh
his correéhons, may now be ftiled accurate; and
his notes, as far as they go, are mdeed a treafury
of grammatical and critical knowledge.”

The twelve laft books of the lliad were publifhed,
in 1732, in quarto, by our author’s fon, Mr, Sa-
muel Clarke, who informs us, in the preface, | that
his father had finithed the annotations to the three
firft of thofc books, and as far as the 339th verfe of
the fourth ; and had revifed the text and verfion as
far as 510 of the fame book. A fecond edition of
the whole was publithed in 1735, in two volumes
oftavo,

This was the laft year of this great and learned
man’s life : for he was taken fuddenly ill on the r1th
,of May, and died on the 17th,

“The day on which he was taken 1]1 he went out
in .tlu‘ mommg, to preach befbre the_;udoes atSer-
Jeants inn; and there was f{eized ‘with a pain in
“hiis fide, which made it impoflible for him to per-
forin ‘the office he was called to; and became quick-
1y fo violent, that he was. obllged to be carried home,
He went to bed, and thought himfelf fo much bet-
ter.in the afternoon, that he would not' fuffer him-
{eIf to be blooded ; againft which remedy he had en-
‘tertained ftrong pre)udlces But the pain return-
ing very v10]eut1y about two the next morning,
made  the advice and. affiffance of 2 very able phy-
fician abfolutely neceﬁ'ary ;. who, after twice bleed-
ing him, and other appllcanons, thought him, as
he alio thought himfelf, to be out of all danger ;
and fo continued to thmk till the Saturday morn-
ing following ; when, to the inexpreflible furprife
of all about him, the- pain removed from his fide
to his head; and, after a very thort complaint, took

away
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away his fenfes, {o as they never returned any more.
He continued breathing till between feven and eight
in the evening of that day, and then expired.

He marricd Katherine, the only daughter of the
reverend Mr. Lockwood, reétor of Little Maffing-
ham, in Norfolk ; by whom he had feven children :
two of them died before him, and one a few weeks
after him. Since his death, have been publifhed,
from his original manufcripts, by his brother, Dr.
John Clarke, dean of Sarum, An Expofition on
the Church Catechifm ; and ten volumes of fer-
mons. :

The' expofition contains thofe leCtures he read,
every Thurfday morning, for fome months in the
year, at St. James’s church. In’the latter part of
his life, he revifed them with great care, and left
them completely prepared for the prefs. The firft
edition of them was in 1729. y

This performance of  Dr. Clarke’s was imme-
diately animadverted upon by a very learned divine
(Dr. Waterland, head of Magdalen-college, Cam-
bridge), under the title of, Remarks upon Dr.
Clarke’s Expofition of the Church Catechifin. This
produced an Anfwer to the Remarks upon Dr.
Clarke's Expofition of the Church Catechifm (by
Dr. Sykes, dean of Burien), "~ <~ .

The ‘author of the Remarks replied in a piece,
intitled, The Nature, Obligation, and Efficacy,

“of the Chriftian Sacraments, confidered ; in repl
to a Pamphlet, intitled, An Anfwer, &c. Asalfo
the comparative”Value of Moral and Pofitive Du-

“ties diftin&ly ftated and cleared. * The Anfwerer
rejoined, in aDefence of the Anfwer, &c. Where-
in the Difference between Moral and Pofitive Duties
is" fully ftated. Being a Reply to, &c. . This occa-
fioned a Supplement to the Treatife, intitled, An
Anfwer, &c. Wherein the Nature and Value o;'_P.o-

itive
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fitive Inflitutions is more particularly examined,
aind Objeétions anfwered. By the fame author.
‘T'hen followed the Anfwerer’s Reply, intitled, The
true Foundations of Natural and Revealed Religion
afferted : being a Reply to the Supplement, &c.
Which being animadverted upon by the Remarker,
in the Poftfcript to his Second Part of Scripture
vindicated, produced An Anfwer to the Poft{cript,
&c. Wherein is fhewn, that if Reafon be not a
fufficient Guide’ in'Matters of Religion, the bulk
of Mankind, for a thoufand:years, had no {ufficient
Guide at all in Matters of Religion.

The particulars of Dr. Clarke’s charalter, with

“which we fhall clofe our account of this learned

and confcientious divine, are concifely drawn by
the mafterly hand of Dr. Hare, bifhop of Winchef-
ter, author of ¢ Difficulties and Difcouragements,
which attend the Study of the Scripture, in the
Way of private Judgment.” What he fays, in re-
fpect to the charalter of our author, isas follows :
¢ Dr, Clarke is aman, who has all the good
qualities, that can meet together, to recommend
him. Heis poflefled of all the parts of learning, that
are valuable in a clergyman, ina degree that few
poflefs any fingleone. He has joined, to a good
1kill in the three learned languages, a great com-
pafs of the beft philofophy and mathematics, as ap-
pears by his Latin works ;" and his Englifh ones are
fuch a proof of his own piety, and of his know-
ledge in divinity, and have done fo much fervice
to religion, as would make any other man, that
was not under the fufpicion of herefy, fecure of the
friendthip and efteem of all good churchmen, ef-
pecially of the clergy : and to all this piety and

“learning, and the good ufe that has been made of it,
is added, a temper happy beyond expreflion; a fweet,

eafy,
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<cafy, modeft, inoffenfive, obliging behaviour, adorn
all his altions; and no paffion, vanity, infolence,
or oftentation, appear ecither in what he writesor
fays: and yet thefe faults are often incident to the
beft of men, in the freedom of converfation, and
in the writing againft impertinent and unreafonable
adverfaries, eipecially fuch as firike at the founda-
tion of virtue and religion.

¢ This is the learning, this the temper, of the
man, whofe ftudy of the fcriptures has betrayed him
into a fufpicion of fome heretical opinions.”  *

; The Lire of |
S1x 'JAMES THORNHILE. -

{

TA. D. 1676, to 1732.]

T O one of thofe incidental circum{tances pro-

5 .duced by the viciffitudes of human atlairs,
_England ftands indebted for the noble produ&tions
of this great mafter in the art of hiftory-painting. He
was the fon,of a.gentleman, claiming defcent from
.an ancient family in Dorfetfhire, and was born
there in the.year 1676. His father enjoyed a com-
petent landed eftate, but, by, ill management and
diflipation, he involved himfelf in fuch difficulties,
that he was obliged to fell it, This fituation of
their domeftic atfairs, obliged the fon to think of
applying himfelf to fome profefion by which ke
might be enabled to [upport himfelf in a manner
3 fuitable
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fuitable to his birth, and tothe expc&ations he had
formed before his father’s misfortunes. .

An early tafte for drawing, fugge{‘ed to him the
idea of {tudying the polite art of painting ; and in
this: view he went to London, where he was pro-
te&ted, and encouraged in his defign, by that emi-
nent pH) fician, Dr. S)denham

At this period there were no very famous mafters in

England; Sydenham was therefore obliged to place
his nephew under the direction of a paintcr of fo little
eminence, that not even the merit of having, had
fuch a pupil as Thornhill could preferve his name
from oblivion. The genius of our young artift-fup-
plied the defe&s of his infltru&or; being left to his
own tafte, judgment, and 'lppllcanon, the force of
his imagination was called forth by this very circum«
ftance ; and his indufiry. keeping pace with his in-
genuity, he-made a rapld plonrefs, and oradually
rofe to the higheft reputation.

His generous patron, as foon as he found him
capable to form a judgment of the works of the
great-mafters of the Flemifh and Italian fchools,
cnabled him to travel through Holland and Flan-

* ders ; from the latter, he pailed into France, where
he bought fcveral good pictures; amiongit others,
2 holy virgin, by Annibal Caracci, and the hiftery
of Tancred, by Pouflin. Unfortunately, he did not
purfue his travels; and great as his merit was, the
beft judges are of opinion, that, bad he ftudied at
Rome, and at Venice, only a thort t'me, he would
have acquired greater correétnefls at the one,-and a
more eXact knowledge of the perfeQion of colouring, -
at the other, than _he puffe[f«.d and his works
would, in that cafe, it is thoucrht have been fupe-
rior to the fir{t painters amono(l the moderns.

As it was, he excelled in hiftorical and allego-
rical compofitions, and in portrait, perfpe&tive, and

archi-
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architeture; he had a fertile invention, he fketched
his defigns with great eafe and fpirit, 2nd he exe-
cuted them with a free and firm pencil.

His merit in his own country was unrivalled,
and it foon attradted the attention of the patrons of
the fine arts, who were indeed but few in number,
in his time, but they were fuch as thought no re-
wards too great for excellence like his. Queen
Anne fet the cxample, by appointing him to be
ftate-painter, and employing him to paint the hif-
tory of :St. Paul, in the dome of St. Paul’s cathe-
dral ; it is executed in a noble and beautiful tafte,
on -vight pannels, in two colours, relieved with
gold. He afterwards executed feveral other public
works, particularly at Hampton-court palace, where
he painted an apartment, . in which the queen and
her ‘confort, prince George of Denmark, are re-
prefented in allegorical figures, on the cieling; and
by cotemporary writers, the portraits are faid to be
the moft ftriking refemblances of the royal pait:
the fame fubject is executed in znother tafte on the
wall. Theother paintings in that palace were done
by Antonio Verrio, a Neapolitan. :

Thefe great works having eftablifhed his reputa-
tion; he foon acquired a fortune fufficient to enable
him’ to re-purchafe the family-eftate; and both
wealth and honours were the fruits of his happy
genius.  He was chofen "knight of the fhire for
Dorfetthire, and in that capacity, fat feveral years
in’parliament ; the queen likewife conferred upon
him, the honour of knighthood.

The laft great undertaking of -a‘‘public nature,
and which is efteemed his mafter-piece, was the
paintings in the refeGtory and faloon of Greenwich-
hofpital ; a work, which, at this time, is the daily
fubject of admiration to the numerous vifitors of

: this
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this magnificent building ; and which, on that ac-
count, merits a particular defcription. .

The paflage to this refetory is through a vefti-
bute, where Sir James has reprefented, on.the cu-
poh, the four winds ; and on the walls are boys,
fupporting pannels, with infcriptions of the names
of the beneraltors to the hofpital. From thence,
you afcend by a flight of fteps to the refectory,
which is a very lofty, noble gallery, in the middle
of which king William and queen Mary are repre-
fented allegorically in afitting pofture, attended by
the emblemns of love, and the virtues, who fupport
the fcepter : the monarch appears to be giving peace
to Europe, ‘The twelve figns of the zadiac fur-
round the great oval in which he is painted : the
four feafons of the year are feen above; and Apollo,
in the chariot of the fun, drawn by four horfes,
making his tour through the zodiac, The painter
has reprefented the four elements in the angles ;
and coloffal figures fupport the baluftrade, where
the portraits of thofe able mathematicians, Tycho
Brahe, Copernicus, and Newton, who confider-
ably improved the art of navigation, are finely
painted,

The ceiling is all by his own hand, but he em-
ployed a Polander to affift him in painting the walls,
which are adorned with reprefentations “of the yir-
tucs, expreilive of the defign of the inflitution ;
fuch as liberality, hofpitality, and charity, The
faloon is not fo beautiful as the ceiling, youafcend
to it by feveral fteps,  The ceiling reprefents queen
Anne and prince George of Denmark, furrounded
by the heroic virtues ; Ncptune ‘and his train are
offering their marine prefents, and the four quar-
ters of the woild are in different attitudes admiring
them, :

King
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King George I. 1s painted on the wall facmrr
the entry to the faloon, fitting, with all his famlly
round him, . On the left you have the landing of
king William, and on the right of George L. both
at Greenwich.” All the paintings were executed
from defigns made by Sir James; but it is to be
Juniented that they were not all finifhed by hxm,
for<the incorreéinefs of his affiftant is inftantly to
be difcerned bv connoiffeurs, “who .alfo complam,
that the figures” are too much crouded : upon the
whole, howeyer, this and his other works are fuch
proofs of fupcrior excellence in his art, that’ they
do honour to his country, and wnll tranfmlt h}s ’
name to future generations.,

Sir James ‘I'hornhill en}c)yed the honour and
emoluments of ‘hiftory-painter to the court under
George I."and a few years “after the acceﬁion of
Georoe I1. but takirg part ‘in the political dl(putes
of the times, he was drfmxﬁtd from this_poft, in’
1731, this difgrace, it is faid,. fat heavy at his
heart, and contributed to haﬂen his death, .which”
happened in 1732, at the place of his natmty, :
after a year’s illnefs: s

In his perfoncand difpofition, Sir _]'ames Thorn-
hill was eqnally happy ; and his engamng manmners,
joined with integrity and fobricty, galned him the
efteem of all who knew him, In fine, he had all
the virtues of a good man, without thofe vices and
foibles we but too frequently meet with in the cha-
raéters of cminent artifts,

* ¥ Authorities. General Biag, Dx&lonary.
Filkington’s Diétionary of the Pamters.

The
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ALEXANDER POPE.
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THIS excellent  poet was defcended from a
good family, and bornon the 8th of June' 1688,
in London, where his father was then a confider-
able merchant, - : '

.. We are indebted for a further account of Mr.,
Pope’s family, to the fatires that: were made upon,
bim; in anfwer to which, heé thought proper to
publifh the following fhort genealogy : )

That: Alexander Pope, his father, was of a gen-
tleman’s family in Oxfordthire ; the head of which
was the earl of Downe, in-Ireland, whofe -fole
heirefs married the earl of Lindfey. -Hijs mother
was Editha, the daughter of William, Tarner, Efg;
of York : the had three brothers ; one of whom.was
killed; another died in the fervice of king Charles I.
aad the eldeft following his fortune, and becoming
a general officer in Spain, left her what eftate:re-
mained after the; fequeftrations ‘and forfeitures of
her family; which, as well as thatof her hufband,
was of the Romifh religion.

He was taught.to read very early by an aunt, and
he learned to write without any affiftance; by copy-
ing printed books ; .which he executed with great
neatnefs and exactnefs. . At eight years of age, he
was put under the tuition of one’T'averner, a popith

Vor. ¥I, M prieft,
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prieft, who taught him the rudiments of the Latin
and Greek tongues. He imbibed thefe elements of
claflical learning with-the greateft facility, and, on
firft feeing the poets, difcovered at once, both the -
peculiar bent of his mc]mmon, and the excellency
of his genius.

About this time, accndenta]ly meetmg with
Ogilby’s-tranflation” of Homer, be was™fo much
ftruck with the force of the flory, that notwith-
{ftanding the deadnefs and infipidnels of the verfi-
fication, Ogilby became a favourite ‘book. The
Ovid of Sandys fell next in his way 3 and, it is
faid, that'the raptures thefe tranflations gave him
were fo ftrong; that he fpoke of them wuh ple'z-
{ure-all his life-after, , Sai i

From his private tutor he was fent toa poplfh
ferninary at Twyford, near' Winchefter ; 7 whence
he was removed to afchool atH ydc-park corner.

He was now abeut ten years of age, and,’ being
carried fometimes- 'to the p]ay-houte, the fwht of
theatrical reprefentations put him. upen turmng
the chief events of Homer into a kind -of play,
made vp of a number of {peeches from Ogilby’s

- tranflation} conneéted by verfes of- his own. He
perfuaded the upper boys to aét this piece; a-cu-
riofity which one would have beenglnd to have
feen,” The mafter’s  gardener roprefented the cha~
rater of Ajax, and the adtors were drefled after the '
prints‘of his favourite Ogilby ;- which indeed make
far the beft part.of that-boek, being defigned and
engraved by artifts of repute,

In the mean time, he-was!fo unfortunate as to
Jofe, under his® two laft mafters, what hic had ac-
quired by the firft.© In this condition, at twelve
years of age, 'he retired with his parents toBinfield,
m \de{'or-fbre{’c where his father'had ! ‘provided a
convenient little box, not far from Qakingham, in~

Beskdhire ; o,
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Berkthires and, ‘at his firft coming, ’tis faid, was
put under another pri¢ft for a few months, but with
as little fuccefs as before; fo that he refolved to
become his own mafter, This country retreat, how-
ever, fuited his melancholy and refle@ive temper }
and it was about this time that he wrote his Qde on,
Solitude, which appears to be the firft fruits of his:
poetical genius, Fere

It was here toos that he firft perufed the writings
of Waller, Spenfer, and Dryden; but, on the firft’
fight of Dryden, he abandoned the reft, having now’
found an author whofe caft was extremely conge-
nial with his.own. After he met witk this favou-
rite’s'works, he was never eafy till he had feen the
author ; and, for that purpofe, he procured a friend
to bring him to a coffec-houfe where Dryden was,
only that he might be bleffed with the fight of that

reat poet.

This could not have béen long before Mr. Dry-
den’s death; which happened in 1701 ; fo that Mr.
Pope was never known to-him : a misfortune which’
he lameats in' the following pathetic words :

“¢¢ Virgilium tantum  vidi,”"

He never mentioned him afterwards without 2'
kind of rapturous veneration. Thus, for inftance,
having run over the names of his great friends and
encouragers, he concludes with the perfon whom
he efteemed above all the reft, in the following dif-
tich : s jourt i

And'St. John’s felf, great Dryden’s friend before,
With open arms received one poet more,

His works therefore he ftudied with equal plea~
fure and attention - ke placed them before his eyes
i 2 et
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as a model : in fhort, he copied :not only hlh har~
monious verfification, but the very turns of his pe-
riods: and hence it was, that he’ becamne enabled
to give to Englith rhyme, " all the harmony of w hlch
it js capable.

Binfield being, nearEaﬁh'lm&cad whercSann]-.
Yam Trumbull then refided, our young genius was’
introduced to the acquaintance oz that' gentleman ;
who, being ftruck with-admiration at. his extraor-
dinary genius,. and pleafed with his good fenfe, as
well as the decency and regularity of his;manners,
gave him great encouragement, and prefently ad-
mitted him to a fhare of his friendfhip.

In the mean time, young Pope was not wantlno'
to himfelf in improving his talents for poetry :
fourteen years. old he had compofed feveral ele«rant,
pieces; at fifteen, he had acquired a ready habit
in the two learned languages; to whlch heifoonr
after added French and [tahan .

" It isa common obfervation, that Afome fceds of
vanity and fz1f-conceit are neceflary muredlents in
the compefition of a_poet; ‘accordingly, our author
was not without a proper fhare of thefe qualities,
and now thought himfelf capable of undertaking
an epic poem. In that fpirit, he fet about writing
his Alcander this year; and the performance, as
might be expected, was a glaring proof of his child=
ifh folly. However, he had cither fenfe or meodefty
cnouoh, or both, to Leep it in his ftudy ; and.in
his riper years fpoke of it with 2 franknefs and in-
genuity that more than atones for the forwardnefs
of his attempt.

¢« I confefs,” fays he, ¢ there wasa time when
I'was in love with myfelf; and my firft produétions
were the children of felf-love upon innccence. I
had made an epic poem’ and panegyrics upon all
the princes, and I thoaght myfelf the greateft ge-

nias
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niias that ever was: > I cannot but regret thefe’ de-
lightful vifions 'of my childhood, which, like the
fine colours we fee when our eyes are fhut, are va-
‘nifhed for ever.” ‘

In the, following ‘year, 1704, he entered upon
a tafk’'more fuitable to his age. This was, hisPaf—
torals, which brought him into the acquaintance
of fome of the moft eminent wits of that time.’ He
communicated thefe firft to Mr. Wycherley, ‘who
was highly pleafed with them, and fent a2 copy to
Mr. Walfh, author of feveral ingenious pieces, both
in profe and verfe, = ! : é
1< ‘This intraduced him to the acquaintance of that
:gentleman; ‘'who proved a very fincére friend to
thim 3 -and hdving ‘immediately difcerned - that our
poet’s chief talent lay not fo much in ftriking out
-new thoughts ‘of 'his own, as in improving thofe
which he:borrowed 'from the ancients, and an eafy
verfification, ‘told him, among -other things, that
.there was one way left open for him to excel his pre-
:deceflors, and that was corteétnefs ; obferving, that
though »we! had -feveral great’ poetsy  yet 'none'of
sthem ‘were corre : he therefore advifed him to
maké that his ftady, . : :

The advice was not loft :' Mr. Pope received
it very - gratefully, ‘and ‘obferved it very diligently,
as appears by ‘the fubfequent letters in this corre-
fpondence; and no-doubt" the diftinguithing har-
mony of ‘his numbers was in a great meafure owing
to it. Ay
i This year, 1704, he wrote alfo the firft part of
his Wind{or-foreft, though the whole was not pub-
lithed till 1710, with a dedication to lord Lanf-
downe, whom he mentions as-one of -his carlieft
acquaintance ; - and befides thoit already - named,
he, adds, :Bolingbroke, Congreve; Garth, Swift,
Atterbury, Talbot, Somers, ardSheflicld, as per-

' M 3 fons
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fons with -whom he was not only convorihnt, but
beloved, at fixteen or feventeen years of age, an

. early. b:ud for fuch acquaintance,

The circumftance of our author’s wntmg the
firlt part of this poem: fo early as 1704,-furnithes
no bad apology for the general fault charged upon
it; few images, it.is fald are introduced, which
.are not equqlly applicable to any place whatfocver.

No part of qur ‘bard’s life is imiore interefting
than that of his conduét in cultivating fnendfmps,
efpecm]ly with his brother_ poets.- At the age of
eighteen, he was grown fo high in the cfteem of
<Wyrtherley;, - that he-thought hlm capable of cor-
~seéting his. poems, (which had- been;damned)f fo-as
they, might appear again in print. ~ Pope complied
with -the requeft, and executed it with equal free-
dom and judgment. But the faults proved-too many
for the author of them to be told of ;. he was old,
became jealous, and conftrued his young editor’s
ingenuity, and plain dealing; into want of refpect,
Not only the defign of pubh(hmer was dropped,: but
all correfpondence with the corretor fufpended..:

. This .ungenerous treatinent was, refented: by
Pope ; and, thoughWycher]cy was prevailed with
afterwards, -by the¢ mediation of a common friend,
to refume the correfpondence, _yet this went no
farthér  than bare c0mplaxf'mcg:. ‘However, fome
time after Mr. Woycherley's death, ‘his poems being
republifhed by fome mercenalyhand in;1728, our
author, the following year, pnnted feveral letters
that had paffed berween them, in vindication of
Mr. Wy c}%‘rley s reputation as a poet, againft fome
.rm['conﬁnu jons- prefixed to that edition. . . .

* Mr. Poge’s eonduét, throughout this whole try-
Jng affairy was greatly above his years; but, young
as “he was, his talents were now beginhing toripen
mto full maturity.. This appeared’ copfpicaoully
et in
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in his Effay on:Criticifm ; which, though wtote fo
early as 1708, yet placcd him in- the firft rank qf
pocts. It is indeed cfteemed a mafter-piecc in s
kind, and difcovered the pecuhar turn of his geniug.

He was not yet twenty years”old, :fo that every
-body ftood amazed 'to find fuch a knowledgc of the

world, fuch a maturity of judgment, and fuchia
-penetration -into human nature, as are ‘there dif-
:plaged ; infomuch that it became 2 fubje& for the
«critics to difplay. their profoundeft rkill in accoum-—

ing for it.  The greatcﬂ' ceniufes in pamtmv, as

well as poetry, were gcnemily obferved, not to have
produced any of their mafter-picces before the age
of thirty, or thereabouts; and that Mr. Pope’s genius
ripened earlier, -was owing, ‘itis faid, to a %cappy :
conjuncture of concurring - circumftances, He was

fortunately fecured from falling into. the debauche-

zies of women and wine (the too frequent bane of

hopeful youth) by the weaknefs and delicacy of his

conﬁltutlon, and the bad ftate of his health. The

fenfual vices were too violent for fo tender a frame;

he never fell intoi intemperance ar diffipation, which

is of the greateft confequence in preferving cach fa-

cultyof th‘e ‘mmd in due v»gour Even his mif-fha-

a writer.

Jt is-an obfervation of lord Bacon, that whofo-
ever hath any thing fixed in his perfon that induces
contempt, hath alfoa perpetual fpur thhm, to ref-
‘cue and deliver himfelt from it. - Hence it has been

thought not improbable that our poet might be'ani-
: mated by this circumftance to'double his diligence,
to make himfelf diftinguithed by the recitide of
his inderftanding; ‘and Tbeautiful turn of mind, as
much as he was by the deformity of his body.

It was another citcumftance, equally propitious
to the {tudies of Pope, 11\2 this carly part of his life,

4 that
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that he inberited ‘a fortune that was a decent com-
petency; and fufficient to fupply the finall expences
which, both by conftitution and refleétion, he re-
qurred

But even' the merit of the Effay on Criticifm was
furpafled by his Rape of the Lock.  The former
indeed ‘excelled in the didadtic ftyle, for which he
was peculiarly formed ; a clear head and ftrang fenfe
being his charaeriftical qualities :* his chief force
lay in the underftanding, rather than in the imagi-
nation : but it is the creative power of the laft, that
conftitutes the'proper charalleriftic of poetry; and
therefore it is in the Rape of the Lock,. that Pope
principally dppears a poet ;. fincein this perform'mce
‘he has difplayed more imagination, than'in all his
wother works put together.

‘I'he poem took its birth from an. mc:denta] quar-
rel that happened between two noble families, that
of lord Petre, and Mrs. Fermor, both of our au-
thar’s acquaintance, and of the fame religion. His
Jordfhip, in a party of pleafure, carried it fo far as
to cut off a favourite lock of the lady’s hair. This,
-though done in the way of gallantry, was ferioufly
reiented as being indecd “a’ real. injury.  Hence
ithere pn.fently -grew. mutual. animofities, - which
being feen with concern by a common friend to
all, that friend requefted Pope'to try the power of
hls mufe on the occafion ; intimating, that a prow
per piece of ridicule was the likelieft means to ex~
tinguifh the rifing flame. Pope readily complied
-with this friendly propofal, and, the jun&ure re-
quiring difpatch, his firft defign was compleated in
Jefs than a fortnight’; which being fent to the lady,
-had 'more than the pronofed effet.  Pleafed to the
h:g)h"ﬁ degree with the delicacy of the compliment
paid to her, fhe firft communicated copies of it to
<er acquaintance, and then prevailed with our au=

, ! thor
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thor to print it : which he did, though not without
the caution of concealing his name to fo hafty a
fketch. But the univerfal applaufe which the fketch
met with, put him upon enriching it with the ma-
chinery of the fylphs; and in that new drefs, the
two cantos extended to five, came out the follow-
.ing year, 1712, accompanied by a letter to Mrs.
. ¥ermor, to whom he afterwards addrefled another,
which is efteemed far fuperior to any of Voiture;
and it is here'given to our readers, as a {pecimen of
our poet’s epiftolary ftyle. ‘

¢« To Mrs. Arabella Fermor, after her marriage.
s Mapan,
¢ You arc fenfitle, by this time, how much the
tendernefs of one man of . merit, is to be preferred
_to the, addrefles of a thoufand ; and by this time
the gentleman you have made choice of,, is fenfible,
< how great is the joy of having all thofc charms and
good qualities, which bhave pleafed fo many, now”
applied to pleafe one only. "It was but juft, that
~the (ame virtues which gave you reputation, fhould
‘give you happinefs; and [ can wifh you no greater,
- than, that you may veap it to as high a degree, as
fo much good nature muit give it te your hufband.
1i¢¢ It may be expeéted, perhaps, that one who
has the title of being a wit, fhould fay fomething
more polite upon this occafion; but I am really
more a well-wifher to your felicity, than a cele-
brater, of your beauty. Belides, you are now a
maryied woman, and im 2 fair way to be a great
many better things than a fine lady ; fuch as, an -
excellent wife, a faithful friend, a tender parent,
and, at: laft; as the confequence of them all, a
faint in heaven. Youought now to hear nothing,
but that which is alt that you ever defired to hear,
whatever, others have fpokento you, Imean tiuth
" M 5 - and

L 3
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“andfitis with the utmoft that T'aflure you, nefriend
"you have, can more rejoice in any'good that befalls
vou, is more fenfibly delighted with the profpect
“of your future happinefs, or more unfelgned{y de-
"fires a long continuance of it.

e hope you will think it but juft, that 2 man,
“who will certainly be' fpoken- of ‘as your admirer
after he is dead, may have the happme(s, while he
1s living, to be efteemed

Your, &c.”

Tlns Jetter is fometrmcs annexed to the poem,
and net m}ud,cxouﬂy, “as 1t rende;:, the entertaiii-
ment complete, in the happy mamawe of the he-
rome ' &

» - This year he a]fo pub]x(hcd “his- ¢ Temple of
' "Fame ;” having, according to his ufual cmneﬂ
kept it twor)e'irs in his ﬁudy : ;

It likewife appeaxs from 'one, of his letters, that

" he bad now begun ‘to tranflate Homer’s Iliad, and
m“dP a good progrefs in it ; and, in 1713, “he cit-
“ culated propofals fo: pubhﬁnno that tranﬂwon by
"fubfmptxon gkt |
He had been preffed to this undertakmg fome
» vears before by Iomc of his friends, and was now
*k. . greatly encouraged in the defign by others. '"His
> ;ehmous principles difqualified him from receiving
any  folid teftimony of his meris," i the ufual way,
"« of a place at court, Lommon prudence therefore
' prompted him to make the Beft' advantage he’ could
- of ithe ‘reputation he had "obtained by ‘his' poétic
talents; and to try to raife an independent fortunc
4 7 <bytits The, fuccefs exc;cedea his moft fanguine ex-
, peétations ; he acquired a confiderable fortune, 'by
' a fubfeription fo large, that it does hondur to the
kingdom. ' He faw all parties and denominations
jol'in it, noththﬁmdmg the underhand praé’nce;
(Y



ALEXANDER POPE. 21

of {ome pretended fricnds, who in vain oppofed ths
ftream. At the head of thefe was found Mr. Ad-
difon.

Our author had Jong paid an"awful veneration
to that rival; the confcioufnefs of which; ferved
to fet a kcener edge upon his refentment But,
‘though’ the fenfe of much treachery and f'l]fehood
tingled in every vein, yet he managed it with the
niceft prudence, and at laft revenved it by a fatire
- ‘which does him. honour, '

- The feveral fteps of his condud i in thls very cri-
tical affair may be feen in his letters on ‘this occa-
fion, to which the reader, who has not ‘perufed
‘them, ‘will thank us for 1eferrnm hlm. Wg thall
only obferve, in ggneral,’ that, among other mean
artmccs made ufe of by Addlfon to funpre(s the
rifing 1 merit and fame of his rival 5 it appears from
‘thefe letters, ‘that he difcouraged Pope from infert-
ing the machinery in the’ Rape of the ‘Lock ;. that,
‘to hurt him' ‘with the Whigs, ‘he mduf’:rxouﬁy gave
it out, that Pope was a Tory and a'Jatobite ; and
faid that ‘he had a hand in writing the Examiners,
“That Addifon himfelf tranflated the firft book of
Homer's Illlad, publifhed “under Tickell’s name;
‘which_he declared, after Pope’s was printed; was
{tiHl the bett that had ever been done in any !angétxage.
And, laft of all, he privately encouraged Gildon
‘to abufe Pope in avirulent pamphlet, and’ gave
" 'him ten guineas' for the performance : In’ fhort,
this was the'moft dangerous attack that Pope ever
experieiiced.~ How much then: does it -raife the
character of his ‘parts and prudence, that hé¢ was
“able abfolutely to deféat it, ‘and evcn to break thefe
darts,” which eavy and mahgmtv had forged agam&
him, upon the head of ‘the forger.

Thus, with admlirable temiper and fp:r:t, he pre-

ferved his dignity ;' and, keeping his mind atten-
M 6 tive
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tive to every means that might render his tranfla-
tion more perfect, he took a journey, a little before
the death of queen Anne, to Oxford ; to confult
fome books;,in, the Bodleian and other libraries in
that univerfity ; and the firft part of his tranflation
was publlﬂ)cc{ the. "ollowmg year.,

This gave great fatisfa&tion, fo that his finances
were now put in fuch a flourifhing ftate, that he
refolved to place himfelf nearer his friends in the
capxtal In that view, the fmall affair at Binficld:
being. fold, he;purchafed a houfe at Twickenham,
whither -he removed with his father and mother
before ‘the expiration of the year 1715. He calls
1h|s one-of the, grand =mras of his days; and the
tafte be- dxfplaycd in improving the feat became
the gcnen.l vogue. .

.. While be was smployed” in this delightful work
h.e could not forbear doublmg the pleafurc he took.
in II _by communicating it to his friends..

The young ]adxes,”‘ fays he, in a letter to -
I‘m' Llount, ¢“ may be affured, that I make no~
thing new, in my gardens,, without withing to fee
them print their fairy fteps in every corner of them.
I haye put the latt hand to my works ef th:s kind,,
in_happily finithing the fubterranzous way” (from.
his boufe to his zarden, under the high-road which: .
feparated them) ¢ and. grotto, I there found a
fpring of the cleareﬁ water, which falls in a per-
petual rill, that echoes through the cavern day and:
-night. I‘rom the, river Thames you fee through
my arch, wp a walk of the wildernefs,, to a.kind of
open temple, .wholly compofed of fhells, in the
ruftic manner; and from that diftance, under the:
tample you Jook down. thiough 2 floping arcade qf,
trees; and fee fails on the river fuddenly appearing
and vanifhingas through a perfpe&x\cc glafs. When.
}ou fhut the door of ixs grotto, it becomes on the

inftant
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inftant, from a luminous rcom, a camera’obfcura :
on the wall of which all the objeéts of the river,
hills, woods, and boats, are forming a moving pic-
ture in their vifible radiations; .and. when you have
a mind to light it up, itaffords you a very different
fcene. It is finifhed with fhells, interfperfed with
pieces of lookmg-cr]afs in angulac forms; and in
the ceiling is a ftar of the fame materials; at which,

when alamp of an orbicular figure, of thin alab1ﬂer,
is hung in the mlddle, a thoufand pointed rays glit-
ter; and arc refleCted over the place.”” There are
conneéted to- this. grottoy by a narrower paflage,
two porches, one towards the river, of fmooth
ftones, full of light and open ; the othcr towards
the garden, thadowed with trees, .and rough with
thells, flints, and iron ores. The bottom- -is paved
with fimple pebble, as is alfo the ad.,ommg walk
up the wildernefs to the temple, in the mnatural
tafte, agreeing not ill with the Jittle dripping mur-
mur and. the aquatic idea of the whale place. = It
wants nothing to complete itsbut a good ﬁatue,
with. 2n infcription like that beauteous p;&urdque
one, which you know I am fo fond af.

Hujus nympha Ioc:, facn cuftodia fonus, 1

Dormio, dum bl:mda fentxo murmur aquae
-Parce meum ququms tangis cava marmora;fomnum
Rumpere, feu bibas, five lavere, tace.

Nymph of the grot, thefe facrcd fprmgs I keep,
"And to the murmur of thefe waters {leep.

Ah! fpare; my {lumbers, . gent]y tread the cave, =
And drink in filencey or, in filence lave, - - .

« You'll think ,I have been very poetical in this
defcriptiony but it is pretty nearly the tru:h %

! This
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This letter was wrote in 1725 : he afterwards
Wwrote a poem upon it in a peculiar caft and kind:
and Mr. Warburten informs us, that the improv-
ing this grotto was the favourite amufement of his
sdeclining years ; fothat, notlong before his death,
by enlarging ‘and incrufting it about with a vaft
number: of ores and -minerals of the richeft and
.rareft kinds, he-had made it one of the moft elegant
and romantic retirements. that is any where to be
feen.
“:And,” .adds that writer, < the: beauty of "his
-poeticigenius, in the difpofition: and ornaments of
. .thofe-romantic naterials, appeared to as much ad-
svantage as in any of his beft contrived: poems.?

His father furvived his removal to T'wickenham
sonly two years, dying fuddenly, aftera very healthy
Jife; atthe age of feventy-five.  He was buried at
Twickenham, where his fon erefted a handfome
_ -monument to his memory, with an infeription, ce-
slebrating his - innocence, probity, and piety. < As
hie was a Roman catholic, he could not purchafé,
nor put his money to intereft on. real fecurity;
and, as he-adhered to the intereft of king James,
_he made it a point of confcience, not to lend it to
the new povernment ; fo that, though he was worth
near twenty theufand pounds when he left oft bu-
finefs, from the fame principles, at the revolution;
yet afterwards, }iving upon the ‘ftock, he left our
poet to the management of o narrow a fortune,
that any one falfe ftép would have been fatal.

The old gentleman had fometimes recommended
to our author, in his earlieft'years, the ftudy of phy-
fie, as the beft means of repairing that wafte of pro-
perty which from his own principles was rendered
unavoidable. | But this muft have gone'no farther
than a fimple propofal, fince we are affured by the
fon, that he broke no duty, nor difobeyed either
4 parent,

i
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sparent, in following the profeflion-of a poct; and
:his father had the {atisfaction of living long enough
to fee bim in a fure way of making a genteel for~
gumebyaits. e ik b Fae ) v
In fa&, want of a due attention to this neceffary
point was not ‘of the number of Pope’s foibles; on
the contrary, we find him taking all opportunities
to puih it to the utmoft.: -In this difpofition, not
fatisfied with. the ‘golden tide :that was .continually
flowing . in from .his tranflation, he publithed, 'in
1717, a colletion of all the poetical pieces he had
wrote before; in which, regard to his fortune had
undeniably a_ confiderable fthare., With the {ame
view, he gave a new edition of Shakefpear; 'which
being publithed in 1721, difcovered that he had
“confulted his intereft in the undertaking more than
Misofamés b Goaiado halaad eslmied 2 gl
. 'The lliad being finithed, he engaged for:a con-
" -fiderable fum to undertake the Qdyfley ; and ‘that
work being compleated in 1725, the following year
was employed; in concert with his aflociates,  dean
1 Swift and Dr. Arbuhnot, in.printing feveral -vo-~
s himes 'of mifcellanies, |~ i awvon 2id obmi
-t About this time, he narrowly efcaped Jofing his
life as he was returning home in a friend’s chariot 3
-which, on pafling‘a bridge, ‘happened to, be ovey-
turned, and thrown with the horfes'into the river,
: The glafles were up, and'he not ableto break them,
fo that he was in immediate danger-of drowning,
-when the poftilion, who had juft récovered himfelf,
- eame’to his relief; broke thieglafs which was up-
ipernioft, ‘took him .out,. and carried him to the
‘bank ; -but a fragment of the broken glafs ciit one
of his hands fo defperately, that he loit the ufe of
“two of his fingers. v :
He had now fecured to- himfelf a:comfortable
competency, and a ftate of eafe and independence -
i 1 his
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his next care swas to fecure his literary fame from
all future attacks, by filencing his:envious rivalsi;

-having’ accomplifhed "this in his admirable poem
intitled ¢¢ The Dunciad,” that fatire came out in
the year 1727, in 4to. : i

He fomewhere obferves, that the:life-of an au-
thor .is a ftate of warfare; ‘and he hasy in this at-
tack, or, rather, feries of attacks; thewed|himfelf
a complete general ‘inithe art of :this'kind of war.
Qur poet bore the infults: of his renemies-full. ten
years before he hazarded a.general battle; heiwas

!all that while climbing the hills of Parnaffus; during

which, he could not forbear fome flight {kirmithes ;
and-the fuccefs of thefe was ofufe, in thewing him

- his fuperior ftrength, and thereby ddding confidence '
to his courage, but he was.now feated fifelyl on the
fummit: befides, he had obtained whatyin his
own-opinion, is.the happielt.end of life; the love:

:of'valuable men; and the next felicity, hedeclares,

was to get rid of fools and fcoundrels:- 0 which

:end, after having, by feveral affeéted marches-and

- counter-marches, brought the whole army. of thém
into his power, he fuddenly fell upon them awathia
pen as irrefiftible a$.the fword of Michael:the!4rch-
angel; andnade an abfolutély univerfal faughtér

- of them, fufferinginot a fingie foul-to efcape his fusy. ..

/The poem - cautioufly made its firlt appearance,
#s 3 mafked-battery,in Ireland ; nor, indeed, wis
the triumph completedrwithout the afliftance of our
author’s undoubted fecond, dean Swift, wha, hay-
ing furnifhed it with-fome exquifitely wrought:ma-
terials, :a poinpous edition was printed at Léndon in

3 . i3 b1k 3w Pt}

. “This edition was prefentcd ta theking and queen,
by SirRobert Walpole § who prebably at this:time
offered to-procure Mr. Pope a penfion ; which he
refufed with the fame fpirit as he bad formerly done,

an
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an offer of -the fame kind made him by lord Hali-
fax ; .which fpirit of our author in declining-this
offer of Sir Robert’s feems to be exprefled in a let-
ter of his, about this time, to his friend dean Swift.
<t I was once before,” fays he, < difpleafed at
you. for complaining to Mr. - of my not' hav—
ing a penfion; I am fo again, at your naming it
to a certain lord. :I have given ‘proof,’in the courfe
cf my life, from the time'when I was in the friend-
thip of lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs, ‘even to
this time, when I am civilly treated by Sir Robert
“Walpole, that I never thought myfelf fo warm in any
party’s caufe, as to deferve their money, and there-
fore would never have accepted-it. - I defire you to
take off any impreflions which that dialogae may
have left upon his lordthip’s' mind, as'if I had any.
thoughts of being beholden' to him, or any other,
in that way.” : Rl :
. One of the proofs here intimated, was therefufal
‘he had given,” many years before, to an offer of
the fame kind by lord Halifax; 'as appears ' by a
“letter .to that lord as early.as the year 17143 where
he writes in thefe terms : AR

¢« My Lord, . i1 b
¢¢ 1 am obliged to you, both for the favours you
have done me,- and-for thofe. you intend ‘me. . I
diftruft neither your will, nor your memory, when
itis to do good'; and; if everl become troublefome
or folicitous, it muft not be out of expe&ation, but
out of gratitude.” " It is, indeed, a high ftrain of
generofity in you, to think of making me eafy all
my life,” only becaufe I have been fo happy as to
divert you a few hours; but, if I may -have leave
to add, it is becaufe you think me no enemy to-r::k:
native country, there will appear a better reafof E. .

a4 L for
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for:I muft of cenfequence be very much, as [ fin-
cercly artls.5 | 1 e Yours, &l

It is alfo well known, that Mr. Craggs, in 1710,
s:gave him a fubfeription for one hundred pounds in
‘the| fouth-fea fund, of which he made no :manner
:ofufe. . 4 2 Y p c Qe .
" :As thefe offers. muft be underfiood to ‘be, made
in the view of teking him off from his: attachments
to chis friends, his refufal of them are {o many il-
luftrious proofs of his fteadinefs in that point; Yet
-he declares, in a letter to Dr, Swift, that he had
perfonal obligations, which he would ever preferve,
to.men of different fides. - ol oo Ll
+» dn1720, ourpoet, with equal prudenceand piety,
wpur¢haled an annuity of one hundred pounds for his
.own and :his mother’s life, - iud 0 pidgoed

The fame year, by the advice of ‘lord Baling-
‘broke, he turned his pen to fubje&ts of morality ;
“and accordingly; we find him; with the afliftance df
that friend, at work this year upon bis Effay on Man.
"The following extractof a letter to deanSwift, dif-
covers the reafon of his lordfhip’s advige. 1

¢¢ Bid him [Pope] talk to you of the work he is
about, I hope in good earncft; it is a’fine ‘one, and
will-bein his hands an-original, His fole complaint
is, that he finds it too, eafy in the execution. This
flatters his lazinefs, It flatters my judgment; who
always thought, that, univerfal as his talents are,
this, 1s ‘eminently, and peculiarly, his, above all
the writers 1 know, living or dead 5 1 do ot ex-
icept Horace.” i

Pope tells the dean, in the next letter, what this
work was. » '

¢ The work he {Bolingbroke] fpeaks of with
fuch abundant partiality, is a fyftem of Ethics, in
the Horatian way.”

“In
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In canotiver: letter, -1 written: probably in the ren-
trance of the following year, we fee the general
aim which, at leaft, he w;{hcd mlght be attributed
to this work, /* 0

4. Lam juft now: wntmg, or rather: planning 2
book to bring mankind to’ Jook upon ;this lifeavith
wmfort jand p‘k’tfurc, and put momlzty in gbod
humoun 191
;1 This fubject was: exa&ly ﬁutrd'tcxhtsgemus he
found the performance eafy to'a.degree that furprizi
ed himfelf, and he thercupon employed his-leifure
hours in pur{umg the famedefign in hisethic epiftles,
awhichcame.out feparatcly in.the courfe: of the:twn
following years. But a’grieat:iclamour. was staifed
againttithe fourthof thefe epiftles; addrefled to. lord
Bolimgbroke, upon talte; and the charatter of Ti-
-mon, . Tin it gave great offence:: The defeription
-‘was teo plain not to be; known: who - was. pointed
at; and the:lateduke of Chandois, it is faid, wrote
ito our author in fuch.a. manner as made him fen-
dible}) that-he ought to. hzve cenfined hxmfclf to a
:ﬁ&mous chara&er.

"Mr. Pope, we are told, hcgnn to wxﬁ: he had
mot carried the matter fo far, ‘but there was no re-
ceding 3 all he ‘could do.was_ to.palliate, the bufi-
nefs ; and this was done in a letter by Mr. Clelard,
to M. Gay, in December 1737. " But this letter
-was | not. fatisfattery, nor yet one he wrete to the
«duke, profefling his innocenze.

o Al this while, he had the plm{ure to: fectheep-xf-
tle fell fo rapidly,. that it went through the prefs a
third time very foon. " Thercupen, in highdpirits,

‘be publifhed. a letter fo loyd Buclington, theMarch
followmg ;. wherein, having.taken natice of:the cla-
mour which, he fiys, through malice and miftake
dhlk commued he expreffes his refentment of this
‘uiage, difavows any defign againft the duke, makes

him
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him feveral high compliments, and then' proceeds
thusyz i1 o ) ol Ay 10 Jmiee
¢¢'Certainly the writer deferved more’ candour,
even in thofe who know him not, than to promote
a report, which, inregard to that noble perfon‘was
dmpertinent; rin regard to'me villainous. o oo
I ;.¢¢ T:havetaken,” continues he, ¢t an opportunity
of the third edition, to declare his belief ‘notonly
of my innocence; but of their malignity; of ‘the
former of which my heart is as confcious, as I-feat
fome of théirs miuii be of the latter; his humanity
feels”a concern for the injury done to me, whilehis
greatne(s  of mind: can’ bear with indifference the
infult offered:to himfelf,”: 3¢ gaiwolioy
cAfter this, “he “concludes with : threatening to
-make ufe of real names, not! fititious. ones, inihis
enfuing ‘works; and how far hescarried thagrme-
‘nace  intoexecution will prefently be feen ; for the
unreafonable ‘camplaints which: were' made againft
this epiftle by fome fecret encmies, put him upon
writing fatires, in:which he ventured toattack the
charalters of fome perfons of high rank ;iand the
affront was refented in fuch 2 manner, as proveked
-him to letloof€ the ‘whole fury of his fatirical rage
-againft them, 'which’'was poured forth in profe and
venfSald Al vl abal £ 1 sy el hay Saen
+In the firft fatire of the fecond book of Horace,
he had deferibed lord Harvey.and lady Mary Wort-
ley Montague, focharaeriftically;  under.the
wniames 'of lord Fanny, and:Sappho, that thefe two
- moble perfonages did not only take up the fame wed-
pons againft the aggreflor) but ufed:all theic inte-
reft ‘among the nobility,” and -even with the king
-and quéen, to hurt him. : Hot
This™ laft injury was what Pope complained of
moft; -and, for that-reafon, the letter which!he
&7 BC TP BER 1A : 115 wrote

LY
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wrote in anfwer to it was fhewn toher majefty as'
foon as jt was finifhed. o) !

After this, he continved writing fatires till the:
yﬁaf"1739,'viben.he entertained fome thoughts: of
undertaking an epic poem; which, however, proved
abartive. | He has told us in the epilogue, the reafon
of his laying downhis'pen on fatirical fubje&ts 5 and-
he gave the true one for laying down his moral cflays-
long before, to Dr. Swift, 35 Eba bidy-

¢ 1,am,” fays he, <“almoft at the'end of my:
morals, as [-have beenlong:ago of my wit; my
fyftem is.a fhoft one," and my circle narrow.  Ima-.
gination thas' no limits ; thatis a.fphere in'which'
you may move on to eternity :-but where one is con->
fined to truth, or, to fpeak more like a human crea-!
ture, . to the appearances of truth; we foon find the’
thortnefs of our tether.” g il 5 it

Int the interim,. feyveral: of “his familiar ‘letters
having ftole into the world without his privity, he
publifhed! a: genuine collection of ‘them in 1737,
T'he furreptitious edition: was obtained in the fo]-
Jowing manner. . Pope héld a'correfpondence ‘with
Mr. Cromwell,  whofe miftrefs: ftole fome of our
poet’s letters to that gentleman, and fold them to
Edmund Curl, the noted piratical beokfeller; who
making ufe of thefe a§ incitements, by fhewing’
them to gentlemen: with whom Pope likewife cor-
refponded, they theught it:was doing him no'in-
jury tocogmmunicate other letters to Curl, not know=
ing how he came by the firft. ' P&
.1t was about. this time, that, - the ill ftate of
Pope’s health having frequently drawn him toBath,
he could not long remain unknown to Mr. Allen,
a very eminent quaker, whorefided near thatplace,
and was fo much pleafed with the letters of: our:
poet, as tofeek an opportunity of forming a friend-
thip with their author ;.the refult of which was,his

: acquaintance

-

A
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acquaintance ~with -Mr., Warburton; the prefent
bithop of Gloucefter, who tellsius, he-had, before
the: éommencement * of | this: intimacy; wrote. his
Commentary upon the Art of Criticifm, as alfo o
the Effay on Man. (r g Haliean
Qne complaint againft thateffuy was itsobfcurity ;:
which our auther had been told of by his friend dean
SWift. i )t e . A
But this was comparatively a fmall fault; the
authan wasalfo charged with. having ldid a plan-of
«deifm ;: and aF'rench tranflation by the abbé Refnel:
havirig appeared at Paris in 1738, Mri Croufaz, a
German profeflor, animadyerted upon this {yftem of:
ethics, which he reprefented as (nothing elfe byt a
{yftem of naturalifin. It was againft. this obje&tor:
that Mr. Warburtan firftrentered: thedifts, vin . de-
fence of Pope, in thefe commentaries ; and Mr. Pope,
in a'letter to him: on this. occafion,. acknowledyes
the obfcurity of his pieee. (9 it oiesd
¢ You have,” fays'he, ¢¢ made my: fyftem as:
clear as{ ought to have .done, and icould not: you.
underftand me as well as'1 do my(clf, but you ex<!
prefs me betterthan I exprefs myfelf.” - And, ina
fubfequent letter upon the fame {ubje&, he goes ftill: .
further :: ¢ You underftand my work,” fays hey
< better than E:dormyfelf?. sy "o sl Jufim
Mr. Warburton’s commentary being  thus.ap-!
proved, theEflay. an Man was re: publifhed therewith!
in.1740. - But it appears, from thofe:acknowledg-i
ments of Mr. Pope, as iflord Bolingbroke, who conx!
fefledly furnifhed the matter of i the: effay, had put
more into our: author’s head than he 'was able per-t
feétly. to comprehend.: This edition, with the!
comment, was tranflated! into French, by a gen-:
tleman: belonging to Monf. Cromby, ‘an ambaffa-:
dor. Mr.Pdpe defired his: friend Warburton to pro-/
cure a good . tranflation: of ithe: Effay on' Man into:
- ' Latin

66
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Latin profe, which was begun by a gentleman of
Cambridge ; but a {pecimen which.was fent to our
author not happening to. pleafe him,. that defign
proved abortive. , ° '

It was alfo at the inftance of Mr. Warburton,
that our author added a fourth book to-the Dun-
ciad ; which was printed feparately in the year 1742.

About the time that Pope acquainted his Taft-
mentioned. friend with his defign to 'add this_book
to the three former of the Dunciad, they went to-
gether:to Oxford, where Mr. Pope had the com-
pliment made to hiin of an offer of a doftor’s degree
in law; which he choofing to'wave, went further
weft to vifit fome friends, leaving his fellow-tra,
veller in the univerfity ; who ftaying there a day
longer to vifit his friend Dr. John Conybeare, dean
of Chriftchureh, received a meflage thatday fram the
vicé-chancellor, by a perfon of eminence in the uni-
verfity, with the like compliment, to knew if a doc-
tor’s degree in divinity would, be ac¢eptable to him.
This ofter was received in a very difterent manner
from the former to Mr.Pope. éut it proved to be
a mere -compliment, the makers of it being, as it
feems, miftakenin imagining, that.one {riend would
not choofe to be honoured with a degree without:the
other; fo'that, when the congregation met for the
purpofe, the grace pafled in the negative.. = .

This affrant was warmly refented by Mr. War-
burton : but he had fufficient amends made to him
for it by Dr.Thomas Herring, archbifliop of Can-
terbury, who conferred that degree upon him not-
long after. -

In the courfc of the following year, the whole-
poem of the Dunciad came out ‘together, as afpe-
cimen ‘of a'more corret edition of his works, which
he had’then refolved to give-to the public: and he:

‘made

r
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made fome progrefs in that defign, but did not live

to compleat it,
He hadall his;life been fulge& to an habitual

head-ach, and‘that complaint, which was heredxtar),

hls mother. having been always' (ub_]e& to it, was’

now greatly 1 increafed by a dropfy in his breaﬁ un-
der which he expired on the thirtieth of May 1 744,
in the fifty-fixth year of his age.

His body was depofited, purfuant to his own
rcqucﬂ in the fame vault with thofe of his parents,.
to whofe memory he had creéted a monument, with
an infeription written by himfelf, Iti Is as foilows,
but in capital charatters :

D. 0. M.

Aanndro Pope, viro irinocuo,. probo, pio;

Qui vixit an. 75. ob. 1717.
~ Et Editha conjugi, inculpabili, pientiffime ;-

Quz vixit annos 3. ob. 1733.
. Parentibus bene merentibus
Filius fecit,
Et fibi, Obiit an. 1744. ztatis 56.

This laft line was added after his death, in pur-
fuance to hiswill ; thc refb -was done on the death
- of his parents. ,
Not long before hxs death he made hls w;ll
in which he conftituted Mifs Blount hlsﬁ;cﬂzamen-
tarv-hexr durmg her life ;- and, among other]e«ra-

cies, he bequeathed to Dr. \Varburton the proper- !
ty.of fuch of his works already prmted as he had ;

written, or fhould write, commentaries upon, and

had not been otherwife difpofed of, or alienated ;i

with' this condition, that they were pubh{hed with-
out future alterations.  _

After he had made his will, ke wrote thns legatee -

a letter; in which, having mformed him of his |
legacy, he fays,
<« I own
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¢ I own the late encroachments upon my con-
ftitution make me willing to fee the end of all fur-
ther care about me, or my works. I would reft
for the one, ina full refignation of my being to be
difpofed of by the Father of all Mercies; and, for
the other, though, indeed, a trifle, yeta trifle may
be fome example, I would commit them to the can-
dour of a fenfible and refle®ing judge, rather than
to the malice of every fhort-fighted and malevolent
critic, or inadvertent and cenforious reader; and
no head can fet them in o clear a light, or fo well
turn their beft fide to the day, as your own.”

In difcharge of this truft, that gentleman gavea
compleat edition, in 1751, ofall Mr. Pope’s works,
executed in fuch a manner as, he was perfuaded,
would have been to the author’s fatisfation.

The elegance of this edition is véry commend-
able, and it is not to be doubted, but that the au-
thor’s defigh, as to the colleCion, isfaithfully ob-
ferved, as far as it could be done. How far the
editor’s privilege in writing notes extended, is only
known to himfelf. Several inferted in the firft edi-
tion, were left out in the fecond ; but ftill {everal
were retained, which contain fevere, not to fay
ill-natured, refle&tions, upon the ‘author’s dearcit
friends. Thefe have ot efcaped deferved cenfure.

It is faid, that allowing the remarks to be'juft,
yet the inferting them in his works muft either be
an injury to his will, or leave his_moral charaGer
indefenfible.  One of thefe gives room to {ufpect
this laft to be the cafe, with regard to thefe friends.

In the 84th letter 'of the gth volume, My. Pope
exprefles himfelf to that old friend, dean Swift, thus:’
. ¢ You afk me if I have got'any fupply of new
friends to make up for them that are gone ; I-think
that impoffible: but as, when ‘the continual wafh-
ing of ariver takey away our flowers and plants, it

Vo, VI, N throws
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it throws weeds and fedges in their room; fo the
courfe of time brings us fomething, as it deprives
us of a great deal : and, inftead of leaving us what
we cultivated, and expected to flourith and adorn us,
gives'us only what is of fome little ufe by accident.
‘fhusI have acquired—But I had my heart harden-
ed, and blunt to new impreflions. Adieu. 1 can -
fay no more, 1 feel fo much.”

To the word room, we fec the following note :

¢« There arc fome ftrokes in this letter, which
can no otherwife be accounted for, than by the au-
thor’s extreme compaffion and tendernefs of heart,
too much affected by-the complaints of a peevifh old
man, labouring and impatient under his infirmities,
and too intent on the friendly office of mollifying
them,”

The editor, we fee, attributes thefe expreflions
of the author’slove to an extremity of compaffion,
that is to weaknefs ; but it is a very pardonable one,
as long as we don’t know them to be inconfonant to
fome other warm expreflions of affeftjon to any of
his new friends, which may well be fuppofed to be
the cafe at the time of his writing this letter, that
i3, before he knew Dr. Warburton, or wrote thofe
letters to him that are printed in this volume;
wherein, if the expreflions- are fincere, it cannot
be denied that our author had changed his heart a
little, fince the time of his writing the letter here
cited to dean Swift. Be that as it will ; lord Orrery
very juftly difliked the continual complimenting
turn of thefe letters; and thofe that have been fince
added by Dr. Warburton, could give him no rea-
fon to like them better on that account.

Mr, Pope’s quarrel with Colley Cibber having
occafioned feveral indecent altercations between
them from the prefs; and lord Bolingbroke’s charge
©f treachery, brought againft him in an advertife-

ment
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ment prefixed to a trad publifhed by the noble lord
in 1749, we have omitted, as tedious, uninftruc-
tive, and involved in controverfy ; ‘'but the reader
who wifhes to know more of the perfon, charater,
and writings of this excellent poet, will find ample
fatisfa&ion in perufing an admirable efflay on this
fubject, by the learned Dr. Walton, publifhied in
1756. alfo in the life of Pope by the late Owen
Ruffhead, Efgq; our limits neceflarily oblige us to
be concife, ‘in drawing characters, and as we can-
not find a more elegant model in the prefent inftance
than that of lord Orrery, inferted in his memoirs
of thelife and writings of deanSwift, we fhall make
no apology for concluding’in his lordfhip’s words.
<« If we may judge ot him by his works, his
chief aim was to be citeemed a man of virtue. His
letters are written in that ftyle, his laft volumes are
all of the moral kind ; he has avoided trifles, and
confequently has efcaped a rock which has-proved
very injurious to Dr. Swift’s reputation. He has
given his imagination full fcope, and yet has pre-
ferved a perpetual ‘guard upon his condu&. The
conftitution of his body and mind might really in-
cline him to the habits of caution and referve. “I'he
treatment which he met with afterwards, from an
innumerable tribe of adverfaries, ‘confirmed this
habit, and made him flower than the dean in pro-
nouncing his judgment upon perfons and things.
His profe writings are little lefs harmonious than
his verfe : and his voice, in common converfation,
was fo naturally mufical, that I remember honeit
Tom Southern ufed to call him, theLittleNightin-
gale. His manners were eafy, deliqatc, and en- _
gaging ; and he treated his friends with a politenefs
that charmed, and a generofity that was much to his
honour, Every gueft was made happy within his
2

doars,
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dcofs, pleafure dwelt under his roof, and elegance
prefided at his table.”

The LIFE of.

‘D R. JONATHAN SWIFT,
Dean of St. PATRICK’s, DUBLIN.

[A. D. 1667, to 1745.]

ONATHAN SWIFT, one of the moft fin-:
.} gular charaéters of the age, was the fon of Mr.
Jonathan Swift, an attorney, by Mrs. Abigail
Erick, and was born at Dublin, 1n 1667 ; his fa-
ther died while his mother was pregnant of him,
and left her in diftrefled circumftances, having for
her whole fupport- only an annuity of 20l. per
annum. Grief and a bad ftate of health prevented.

- his mother from fuckling him ; and when he was,
about a year old, the nurfe, to whofe care he had
been committed, being obliged to crofs the fea, to
vifit a fick relation at Whitehaven, in England, .
her affection for the child was fo ftrong, that, un-
able to refolve to part with him, fhe conveyed him.
on fhip-board without the knowledge of his mother -
or relations, and kept him with her during her refi-
dence three years at that place.

From this circumftance, .many of his friends
imagined him to bea native of England ; and others
{fuppofed him to be the natural fon of Sir William
Temple. Neither of thefe fuggeftions can be true;
for although, in his angry moods, when he was*

provoked
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provoked at the ingratitude of the Irifh,” he was
frequently heard to fay, <l am not of - this vile
¢ country ;- | am an Englithman;> yet, in his
cooler hours, he never denied his country : on the
contrary, he frequently mentioned, and pointed out,
the houfe where he was born. The other fuggeftion,
concerning the illegitimacy of his birth, is very falfe.
Sir William Temple was employed as a minifter
abroad from the year 1665 to the year 1670; fo
that Dr. Swift’s mother, who never crofled the fea,
except from England tolreland, was out of all pof-
fibility of a perfonal correfpondence with Sir Wil-
Jiam Temple; till fome years after-her fon’s birth,
The care of Swift’s educationwas kindly under-
taken by Mr.GodwinSwift, his uncle, a very emi-
nent attorney at Dublin, who likewife took his mo-
ther and his fifter under his prote&ion; and thus
became a guardian to the family. When his ne-
phew was fix years of age, he fent him to {chool at
Kilkenny, and about eight vears afterwards he en-
tered him a ftudent of Trinity-college in Dublin;
where Swift-lived in perfect regularity, and in an
entire obedience to the ftatutes: but the morofenefs
of his temper often rendered him unacceptable to
his companions ; fo that he was little rezarded, and
lefs beloved : nor.were the academical exercifes
agreeable to his genius. - J
He held logic and metaphyfics in" the-utmoft con-
tempt,  and he fcarce confidered mathematics and
natural philofophy, unlefs to turn them into ridi-
cule. : Aoy : ‘
The ftudies he chiefly -followed were hiftory and
poetry, in which he made a great progrefs ; but to
all other branches of fcience he had given fo very
little application, that when he appeared as a can-
didate for the degree of bachelor of arts, after hav-
ing ftudied four years, he was fet afide; on account
' N 3 of
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of infufficiency; and at laft he obtained his admif-
fion, fpeciali gratid, a phrafe, which, in that uni-
verfity carries with it the utmoft marks of reproach.
Swift was fired with indignation at the treatment he
h:d received in Ireland,and thereforerefolved topur=
fue his ftudies at Oxford. However, that he might
be admitted ad cundum, he was obliged to carry with
him the teftimonial of his degree. The expreflion
Jteciali gratid is fo peculiar to the univerfity of Dub-
lin, that, when Mr. Swift exhibited his teftimonial
2t Oxford, the members of the Englifh univerfity "
concluded, that the words fpeciali gratid muft figni-
fy a degree conferred in reward of extraordinary di-
ligence and learning. He was immediately adinitted
ad eundum, and entered himfelf of Hart-hall, now
Hartfc:d-college, where he conftantly refided (fome
vifits to his mother at Leicefter, and toSir William
/Femple at Moore-park, excepted) till he took his
degree of mafter of arts, which was in the year
1691. And in order to recover his loft time, he now
ftudied eight hours daily, for feven years. -
in the year 1688, his uncle, Mr. Godwin Swift,
had fallen into a kind of lethargy, which deprived
him by degrees, of his fpeech and memory, and
rendered him totally incapable of being of the leaft
fervice to his family. |

But in this diftrefled fituation, Sir William
Temple (whofe lady was related to Swift’s mother)
moft genercufly ftepped in to his affiftance, and,
from this time, avowcdly fupported his education
at the univerfity of Oxford. Sir William T'emple’s
friencfhip was immediately conftrued to proceed
from a confcioufnefs that he was his real father,

It ought not to be here omitted, that ancther of
his father’s brothers, Mr. William Swift, afiifted
him when at Oxford, by repeated a&s of friendthip
and affeftion. !

Swift,
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Swift, as foon as he had quitted the univerfity of
Oxford, lived with Sir William Temple, as his
friend and domeftic companion. When he had
bzen about two years with Sir William, he con-
tra‘ted a very long and dangerous illnefs, by eating
an immoderate quantity of fruit,

To this furfeit he has often been heard toafcribe
that giddinefs in his head, which, with intermif-
fions, fometimes of a longer and fometimes of a
thorter continuance, purfued him to the end of
his hife.

In compliance with the advice of phyficians,
when he was fufficiently recovered to travel, he
went to Ireland, to try the effeéts of his native air;
but finding the greate(t benefit arofe from the exer-
cife of travelling, he followed his own inclination 5
he foon returned into England, and was again re-
ceived in a moft affeltionate manner, by Sir Wil-
liam Temple, who was then fettled at Shene,
where he was often vifited by king William,

Here Swift had frequent converfations with that
prince, in fome of which the king offered to-make
him a captain of horle : which offer, in fplenetic
difpofitions, he always feemzd forry to have re-
fufed ; but at that time he had refolved within his
own mind to take orders, and' during his whole
life, his refolutionsonce fixed, were ever after im=
moveable. :

About this time, he affifted Sir William Temple
in revifing his works; he likewife correted and
improved his own ¢ Tale of a Tub.” A fketch
of which he had drawn up, while he was a ftudent
at Trinity-college, Dublin. Sir William’s con-
verfation naturally turned upon political fubje&s,
and Swift improved the frequent opportunities he
had, of acquiring from this able ftate/man, a cons~
petent knowledge of public affairs, But at length,

N & his
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bis churlifh difpofition got the better of reafon and
gratitude 3 he fulpected that Sir William neglected
to provide for hin, merely that he might keep him
in his family, and he refented this fo warmly, that
a quarrel enfued, apd they parted in the year 1694,
and he went to Ireland, where he tock orders..

< Sir William, however, notwithitanding the dif-
ference between them, recommended him in the
ftrongelt terms to lord Capel, then lord -deputy,
who gave him a prebend, of which the income
was about 100l. a year. Swift foon grew weary

of his preferment ; it was not fufficiently confider-
able, and was at fo great a diftance. from the me-’
tropolis, that it abfolutely deprived him of that®

converfation and fociety, in which he delighted.

He had been -ufed 1o very different fcenes in
England, and had naturally an averfion to folitude
and retirement. He was glad therefore to refign
his prebend in favour of a friend, and to return to
Shene, . to Sir William Temple, who was fo much
pleafed with his return, which he confidered.as an
act of kindnefs to him in the clofe of life, that a
fincere reconciliation took place, and they lived
together in perfe¢t harmony. till the death of Sir
William. By his will, heleft him a confiderable
-legacy in money, and the care,.truft, and emalu~
ment, of publifthing his pofthumous works. R
During Swift’s refidence with Sir William Tem=
ple, he became intimately acquainted with a lady,
whom he had diftinguithed, and often celebrated 1
bis works, under the name of Stella. Swift mar-
ricd her privately; but, notwithftanding fhe was
a moft accomplithed woman, he could. never be
prevailed on to own her openly as his wife, although
afier-her death, which happened in 1727, he could'
never hear her mentioned without a figh ; her real
: 1 He . -name
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name was Johnfon, and fhe was the daughter of Sir
William Temple’s fteward. .

Soon after the death of Sir W illiam, Swift came
to London, and took the earlieft opportunity of
delivering a petition to king William, under the
claim of a promife made by his majeity to Sir Wil-

:Jiam Temple, < that . Mr. Swift {hould have the

¢ firtt vacancy that happened among the prebends
<< of Wefltminfter or Canterbury.”” The petition
bad no effect. It was either totally forgotten, or

-drowned amidft the clamour of more urgent claims.

After along dnd fruitlefs attendance at White-

~hall, Mr. Swift reluétantly gave up all thoughts of

a fettlement in England.

Another fenfiblemortification likewife determined
him to quit this kingdom : he had dedicated Sir

« William Temple’s works to the king, which dedi-

cation was neglected, nor did his majefty take the
leaft notice of him, after. Sir William’s death.

He therefore complied with an invitation from
the earl of Berkeley, appointed one of the lords juf-

.tices in Ireland, to attend him as his chaplain and

private {ecretarv Liord Berkeley landed at Water-

- ford, and Mr. Swife a&ed as fecretary during the

whole journey to Dublin. = But one Bufh, ancther
of lord Berkeley’s attendants, had by this time infi-
nuated -himfelf into the earl’s favour, and by his
whifperings, which were.perhaps too attentively

- liftened to, had perfuaded his lordihip that the poft
. of fecretary was improper for a clergyman, to whom
. only church preferments could be fuitable, or ad-

>

vantageous. . After fome flight apology, owing to
this felf-interefted {uggeﬂion, Mr. Swift was diveft-

. &d of his office, which was given to Bufh.

This treatment.was thought injurious, and S\Vlft
exprefled his fenfibility of it, in a fhort, but: fatl-‘

ncal copy. of verfes, entitled, ¢¢ The Dilcovery.”
: N

5 However,,
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However, during the government of the earls of
Berkeley and Galway, who were jointly lords juf-
tices of Ireland, two livings, Laracor and Rath-
beggan, were beftowed upon Mr. Swift; both thefe
rectories together, were worth about two hundred -
-and fixty pounds a year, and were the only church
preferments he enjoyed, till he was appointed dean
of St. Patrick’s, in the year 1713.

After Mr. Swift had taken pofleflion of his livings,.
he went to refide at Laracor, and gave publick no-
tice to his parifhioners, that he would read prayers
once, every Wednefday andFriday. Upon the fub-
fequent Wednefday the bell was rung, and the reGtor
attended in his defk, when after having fat fome
time, snd finding the congregation to confift only of
himfelf and his clerk Roger, he began with great
compofure and gravity, but with a turn peculiar to.
himfelf, < Dearly beloved Roger, the fcripture
¢ moveth youand mein fundry places,” and pro-
ceeded regularly through the whole fervice. This.
trifiing circumftancz is only mentioned to fhew,,
that he could nat refift a vein of humour whenever -
he had an opportunity of exerting it.

During his mother’s life, who refided at Leicef-
ter, he fcarce ever failed paying her an annual vifit.
But his manner of travelling was as finguler as any
other of his altiens. He often went in 2 waggon, but.
more frequently walked from Holyhead toLeicefter,,
London, or any other part of England. He gene-.
zally chofe to dine with waggoners, hoftlers, &c..

and ufed to. lay:in houfes where he found written:
" over the door, lodgings for a penny; but he ufually
bribed the maid with fixpence, for a feparate bed and.
clcan fheets. He delighted in fcenes of low life,,
and the vulgar dialeét was not only a fund of hu-
mour for him, but in all probability acceptable to.
his nature, otherwife, how are the many filthy ideas

- and?
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and indelicate expreflions that are found through-
out his works to be accounted for.

In the year 1701, Swift took his doctor’s degree,
and towards the latter end of that year king William
died.

On the acceflion of queen Anne, Dr. Swift came
to England. It cannot be denied, that the chief
minifters of that queen, whether diftinguifhed under
the titles of - whigs or tories, of high church or of
low church, were from the beginning to the end
of her reign, encouragers of learning, and patruns
of learned men. ‘

The wits of that ra were numerous and emi-
nent. Amidft the crowd, “yet fuperior to the reft,
appeared Dr. Swift. In a mixture of thofe-two jar-
ring parties, called whig and tory, confifted the
firlt miniftry of queen Anne, but the greater fhare
of the adminiftration was committed to the whigs,
who foon engroffed the whole.

The queen, whofe heart was naturally inclined
towards the tories, remained an unwilling prifoner
feveral years to the whigs, till Mr. Harley at length
took her majefty out of their hands, and during the
remainder of her life, furrounded her with a fet of
tories, under the conduét of the duke of Ormond,
and himfelf,

Dr. Swift was known to the great men of each
denomiration ; it 1s certain that he was bred up,
and educated with-whigs; at leaft with fuch as may
be found ranged under that title. His motives for
quitting whiggifm for toryifm, appear throughout
his works. )

He had commenced political author in 1701,
when he publithed'a difcourfe on the contefts and
diffentions ‘between' the nobles and commons in
Athens and Rome, with the confequences they had
upon both ftates: ‘this was ‘written in defence of

N 6 king
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king William and his minifters, againit the vie-
lent proceedings in the houfe of commons.

But from this time, to the year 1708, lord Orrery
informs us, he did not write any political pamphlet.
‘From that year to 1710, he worked hard to un-
dermine the whigs, and to open a way for the tories
to come into power. - His intimacy with lord Ox-
ford commenced, as may be deduced from, his
works, in Ocober 1710. In a poem written in
1713, he fays,

’Tis (let me fec) three years and more
(O&ober next will make it four)
Since Harley bid me firft attend,

And chofe me for an humble friend,

-And again in another poem written in the fame year,

My lord ‘would carry on the jeft,
i1 And down to Windfor take his gueft.
.. Swift much admires the place and air,

Ard longs to be a canon there

A canon ! that’s a place too mean,

No, doéer, you fhall be a dean.

By this laft quotation, and by numberlefs other
inftances in his works, it feems undeniable, that a
fettlement in England was the confiant obje& of

Dr. Swift’s ambition ; fo that his promotion to a
deanery in Ireland, was rather a difappointment
than a reward, as appears by many expreflions in
his letters to Mr. Gay and &r. Pope. ST
_. The bufinefs which firft-introduced him to Mr.

. Harley was, a commiffion fent to him by the pri-
mate of Ireland, to folicit the queen to releafe the

clergy of that kingdom from the twentieth-penny

. and firflt-fruits, As foon as he received the primate’s

inftructions,
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.inftruétions, he refolved to wait on Mr, Harley ;
but, before the firft interview, he took care to get
himfelf reprefented as a perfon who had:been 1ill-
ufed by the laft miniftry, becaufe he would not go
fuch lengths as they would have had him. - The
new minifter received: him with open arms, foon
after accomplifhed his bufinefs ; bid him come often
to fee him privately; and told him, that he muit
bring him to the knowledge of Mr. St. John (lord
Bolingbroke) Swift prefently became acquainted
with the reft of the miniftry, who appear to have
courted and carefled him with uncommon affiduity.
From this xra, to the death of queen Anne, we
find him fighting on the fide of the minifters, and
maintaining their caufe in pamphlets, pocms, and
weekly papers. A man always appears “of more
- confequence to himfelf, than he is in reality to any
other perfon. Such was the cafe of Dr. Swift.
He {aw himfelf indulged by the fmiles of the earl
; of Oxford in particular, and knew how ufeful he
. was to the adminiftration in general ; ‘and in one
of his letters he mentions, that the place-of hifto-
. riegrapher was preferved for him ; but there is rea-
fon to fufpect, that he flattered himfelf too highly 3
- at Jeaft it is very evident, that he remained without
_preferment till the year 1713, when he was maile
dean of St. Patrick’s.  In point of power and re-
< venue, fuch a deanery might appear no inconfi-
. derable promotion ;. but to an ambitious mind,
. whofe perpetual aim was a fettlement in England,
a dignity in any other kingdom muft appear only
an honourable and profitable banifhment.
"There is great reafon toimagine, that the temper
. of Swift might occafion his Englifh friends to wifh
him happily and properly promoted at a diftance.
His fpirit was ever untraétable, the motions of his
genius irregular, He afflumed more the airs of -a pa-
tron

3
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tron than a friend. He affe&ed tather to dictate than
advife. He was elated with the appearance of en-
joying minifterial confidence. He enjoyed the
thadow, the fubftance was detained from him.

Refle¢tions of this kind - will account for his
miffing an Englith bithoprick, a difappointment
which he imagined he owed to a joint application’
made againft him to the queen by Dr. Sharp, then
archbithop of York, and by a lady of the higheft
rank and charalter,

Archbifhop Sharp, according to Dr. Swift’s ac-
count, had reprefented him to the queen, as a
perfon who was not a Chriftian ; the great lady
had fupported the afperfion ; and the queen, upon
fuch aflurances, had given away the bithopric con-
trary to her firlt intentions. Swift kept himfelf
indeed within fome tolerable bounds when he fpoke
of the queen : but his indignation knew no limits,
when he mentioned the archbithop, or the lady.

Dr. Swift had little reafon to rejoice in the land
where his lot had fallen : for upon his arrival in
Ireland, to take pofieffion of his deanery, hefound
the violence of party reigning in that kingdom to
the higheft degree. The common people were
_taught to Jook upon him as a jacobite, and they
proceeded fo far in their deteftation, as to throw
ftones at him as he pafled through the fireets.

The chapter of St. Patrick’s, like the rcft of the:
kingdom, received him with great reludtance.
They thwarted bim in every particular he propofed.
He was avoided as a peftilence, oppofed as a inva-
der, and marked out as an enemy to his country.
Such was his firft reception as dean of St. Patrick’s.
Fewer talents and lefs firmnefs, muft have yielded
to fuch violent oppofition. '

But fo ftrange are the revolutions of this world,
that dean Swift, who was then the deteftation of

the
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thelrith rabble, lived to govern them with an abfo-
lute fway.

The dean’s firft {tep was to reduce to reafon and
obedience his reverend brethren of the chapter of
St. Patrick’s, in which he fucceeded fo well, and
fo fpeedily, that in a fhort time after hisarrival, not
one member of that body offered to contradi& him,
even in trifles. On the contrary, they held him in
the higheft veneration. ‘ :

Dr. Swift made no longer ftay inIreland, in the
year 1713; than was requifite to eftablith himfelf
a dean, and to pafs through certain cuftoms, and
formalities, or to ufe his ewn words,

~ Through all vexations,
Patents, inftalments, abjurations,
Firft-fruits, and tenths, and chapter-treats,
Dues, payments, fees, demands, and — cheats.

During the time of thefe ceremonies, he kept a
conftant correfpondence with his friends in Eng-
land : all of whom were eminent, in either birth,
ftation, or abilities.

In the beginning of the year 1714, Dr. Swift
returned to Eng}ang. He found Lis great friends
at the helm, much difunited among themfelves,
He faw the queen declining in her health, and dif-
trefled in her fituation. ‘Fhe part which he had
to a& upon this occafion, was not fo difficult as it
was difagreeable; he exerted all his fkill to reunite
the minifters. % LN

As foon as Swift found his endeavours fruitlefs,
he retired to a friend’s houfe in Berkthire, where
he remained till the queen’s death, an event which
fixed the period of his views in England, and made
him return as faft as poffible to his deanery in
Ircland, opprefled. with grief and difcontent.

From
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From the year 1714, till he appeared in 1720,
as a champion for Ireland, againit Wood’s half-
pence, his fpirit of politics and patriotifm was
kept clofely confined within his own breaft. His
_attendance upon the public. fervice of the church
was regular and uninterrupted : and indeed regu-
larity was peculiar to him in all his altions, even
.in the moft trifling. '

His works, from the year 1714, to the year
1720, are few in number, and of {fmall importance :
Poems to Stella, and trifles to Dr, Sheridan fill up
.a great part of that period. , . :

But during this interval, lord Orrery fuppofes,
he employed his time in writing <¢ Gulliver’s Tra-
vels.,” His mind was likewife fully occupied by
an affe&ting private incident.

In 1713, he had formed an intimacy with a
young lady in London, to whom he became a kind
of preceptor; her real name was Vanhomrg, and
-fhe was the daughter -of a Dutch merchant, who
_fettled and died at Dublin. This lady was a great
admirer of reading, and had a tafte for poetry ; this
increafed her regard for Swift, till it grew to affec-
. tion ; and fhe made him an offer of marriage, which

» he refufed, and upon this occafion he wrote his
little poem of Cadenus and Vaneffa; the young
lady from this time was called Vanefla; and her
mother dying-in 1714, fhe and her fifter followed
the dean to Ireland, where he frequently. vifited

. them, and he kept up a literary correfpondence
with Vaneffa; but after his marriage with Stella,

_An 1716, his vifits were :lefs frequent, and. Va-
neffa pow again prefled him to marry her, but he
rallied her, and ftill avoided; a pofitive denial.
At laft, he found himfelf obliged to write to her a

. detter, which is fuppofed to have .contained the
fatal fecret of his marriage with Mrs. Johnfon 3

& for
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for the unhappy lady did not furvive it many weeks :
but fhe was {ufficiently compofed to cancel a wilt
fthe had made in favour of the dean, and to leave
her whole fortune to her executors, Dr. Berkeley,
the celebrated bithop of Cloyne, and Mr, Marfhall,
a counfellor at law.

In the year 1720, he began to reaflume the cha-
ra&er of a political writer, A finall. pamphlet in
defence of the Irith manufactories, was fuppofed to
be his firft effay in Ireland, in that kind of writing :
and to that pamphlet he owed the turn of the po-
pular tide in his favour,

The pamphlet recommended the univerfal ufe
of theIrifh manufaCures within the kingdom. Some
little pieces of poetry to the fame purpofe, were no
lefs acceptable and engaging, nor was the dean’s
attachment to the true intereft of Ireland any longer
doubted. His patriotifm was as manifeft as his wit ;
he was looked upon with pleafure, and refpeéted as
he pafled through the ftreets; and had attained to
fo high a degree of popularity, as to become the
arbitrator in difputes among his neighbours.

But the popular affetion which the dean had
hitherto acquired, may be faid not to have been uni-
verfal, till the publication of the Drapier’s Letters,
in 1724, which made all ranks and profeffions uni-
verfal in his applaufe,

‘T'hefe letters were occafioned by 2 patent having
been obtained by one Wood, to coif’-18c;0001. of
bafe halfpence fZ’)r the ufe. 9f Ireland, made of tin
with only a {mall piece of copper in the center.
The dean, in the charaéter of a draper, wrote a fe~
ries of letters to the people, urging them not to re-
ceive this money; and Wood, though powerfully
fupported, was compelled to thhdraw his patent,
and his money was.totally {uppreﬂ"ed

Never
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Never was any name beftowed with more uni-
verfal approbation, than the name of the Drapier
was beftowed upon the dean, who had no fooner
aflumed it, than he became the idol of Ireland, even
to a degree of devotion ; and bumpers were poured
forth to the Drapier, as large and as frequent as to
the glorious and immortal memory of king William
III.  Acclamations and vows for his profperity at-
tended him wherever he went, and his portrait was
painted in every ftreet in Dublin.

The dean was confulted in all points relating
to domeftic policy in general, and to the trade of
Ireland in particular; but he was more immediate-
ly looked on as the legiflator of the weavers, who
frequently came to him in a body, to receive his ad-
vice in fettling the rates of their manufactures, and
the wages of their journeymen.

When eletions were depending for the city of
Dublin, many of the companies refufed to declare
themfelves, till they had confulted his {fentiments
and inclinations,

In 1727 died his beloved Stella, in the 44th
year of her age, regretted by the dean, with fuch
excefs of forrow, as only the keeneft fenfibility could
feel, and the moft excellent charaéter excite.

The fingular condu& of this unaccountable hu-
mourift, it 1s thought threw her into a decline, and
fhortened her ddys. After fixteen years intinracy,
he marric? Lker, but for what reafon no man can
conjetture, for he never cohabited with her, and
was as cautious as ever, not to be feen in her com-
pany without a third perfon.

After thedeath of Stella, his life became very re- .
tired, and the aufterity of his temper increafed : his
public daysfor receiving company were difconti-
nued ; and he even fhunned the fociety of his. moft
intimate friends, :

We
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We have now conduéted the dean through the
moft interefting circumf{tances of his life to the fa-
tal period wherein he was utterly deprived of his
reafon, a lofs which he often feemed to forefee, and
prophetically lamented to his friends. The total
deprivation of his fenfes came upon him by degrees,

In the year 1736, he was feized with a violent
fit of giddinefs : he was at that time writing a fati-
rical poem, called, ThelegionCiub; but he found
the effects of his giddinefs fo dreadful, that he left
the poem unfinithed, and never afterwards attempt-
ed a compofition of any length, either in verfe or
profe : however, his converfation ftill remained the
fame, lwely and fevere ; but his memory gradually
grew aorfe and worfe, and as that decreafed, he
grew every day more fretful and impatient.

From the year 1739, to the year 1744, his paf-
fions grew fo violent and ungovernable, his memo-
ry became fo decayed, and his reafon fo depraved,
that the utmoft precautions were taken to prevent
all ftrangers from approaching him: for till then
he had not appeared totally incapable of converfa-
tion. i

Early in the year 1742, the fmall remains of his
underftanding became entirely confufed, and the
violence of his rage increafed abfolutely to a degree
of madnefs.

In the month of O&ober, his left eye fwelled to
the fize of a hen’s egg, and feveral large boils
broke out on his body ; the extreme pain of which
kept him awake near a month, and during one
week it was with difficulty, that five perfons re-
ftrained him, by mere force, from pulling out his
own eyes.  Upon the fubfiding of thefe tumours,
he knew thofe about him ; and appeared fo far to
have recovered his underftanding and temper, that
there were hopes he might once more enjoy fociety.

Thefe
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Thefe hopes, however, were but of fhort duration :
for, a few days afterwards, he funk into a ftate of
total infenfibility, flept much, and could net,
without great difficulty, be prevailed on to walk
acrofs-the room. “This was the effect of another
difeafe, his brain was loaded with water. After
he had continued filent a whole year, in a ftate of
idiotifm, his houfekeeper went into his room on
the 3oth of November 1743, and told him it was
his birth-day, and that bonfires and illuminations
were preparing .to celebrate it as ufual : to which

~he immediately replied, ¢ It is all. folly, they had

¢

better: let it alone.” :

Some other inftances of fhort intervals of fen-
fibility and reafon, after his madnefs ended in a
ftypor, feem to prove, that his diforder, whatever -
it was, had not deftroyed, but only fufpended; his
intelleGtual powers. In 1744, he now and then
called his fervant by name; and once attempting
to fpeak to him, but not being able to exprefs his
meaning, he fhewed figns of great uneafinefs, and
at laft faid, <¢ I am a fool.”” Once after this, his
fervant taking away his watch, he faid, ¢ bring
it here;” and as the fame fervant was breaking
a large coal, he faid, ¢ that is a ftone, you block-
head :”” thefe were the laft words he pronounced 3
he now remained a miferable fpe&tacle of human
weaknefs, till the month of Qétober 1745, when,
every power of nature being exhaufted, he funk
into the arms of death, without thofc apparent
ftruggles and agonies, which are the efforts of re-
maining ftrength. ey

Dr. Swift was often heard to lament the ftate of
childhood and idiotifm, to which fome of the great-
eft men of the nation were reduced before their
death. ~He mentioned as examples within his own
tune, the duke of Marlborough and lord Somers :

: and
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and when he cited thefe melancholy inftances, ‘it
was always with a heavy figh, and with great ap-
parent uneafinefs, as if he felt an impulfe of what
was to happen to him before he died,

He left his whole fortune; which was about
12,000 1. fome few legacies excepted, to the build-
ing of an hofpital for idiots and lunatics. As to
his works, lord Corke has given a very nice and
critical account of them in his Remarks on the Life
and Writings of Dr. Swift. :

His works have been often printed, and in va-
rious forms. Some very good memoirs of his life
have likewife appeared, particularly in the earl of
Orrery’s Remarks on his Life and Writings. In
Dr. Delany’s Obfervations on his Writings. In
Mrs. Pilkington’s Memoirs ; and in the late Dr,
Hawkefworth’s Life of the Dean, prefixed to his
elegant editions of his works, and publithed in
17545 in 6 vols, 4to. and in 12 vols. 8vo. Thefe
are the principal authorities from whence we have
felected our account of this extraordinary man.

It would be fuperfluous to-delineate a charalter
fo eafy to be traced in every part of his works;
which merit the attention of ; men - of genius and
tafte, and will afford them rational amufement,
while they will find nothing to oblige them to ftudy
his compofitions. ‘ !

His remains were interred with great funeral
pomp, with refpect to the numerous attendants,
confifting of the weavers, and a vaft concourfe of -
other manufacturers and tradefimen, who e¢agerly
preffed to pay this laft duty to their patron.

They were depofited in the| great aifle of the ca-
thedral of St. Patrick, Dublin, undera black mar--
ble ftone, upon:which was infcribed the following:
Latin epitaph, written by himfelf, which marks a;

' X muc
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much as any thing, the fingular humour of the
man,
Hic depofitum eft corpus
JonaTHAN SwWIFT, S. T.P.
Hujus ecclefia cathedralis decani.
Ubi feva indignatio, ulterius cor lacerare nequit.
Abi, viator & imitare
Si poteris
Strenuum pro virili libertatis vindicatorem.
Obiit, ‘&c. &ec.

The L1FE of
JAMES THOMSON.
[A. D. IV';oo, to 1748.]

THIS excellent poet was the fon of a divine of the
church of Scotland, and was born at Ednam, in
the fhire of Roxburgh, in the year 1700. He gave
early proofs of a genius for poetry, which broke forth
in his firft puerile compofitions: the rudiments of
fcholaftic education he received at Jedburgh, from
whence he was fent to the univerfity of Edinburgh.
In thefecond year of his admiffion,  his ftudies were
greatly interrupted by the death of his father ; but-
his mother, foon after this event, removed with
her family, which was: very numerous, to Edin-
burgh, where the lived in a frugal manner, till this
her favourite fon had not only finithed his acade-
mical ftudies, but began to be diftinguifhed and
: patro- -
1
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patronifed as a youth pofefled of an extraordinary
poetic vein, ‘The ftudy of poetry was become
pretty general about this time in Scotland, but a.
juft talte, and true criticifin, werc yet wanting :
they paid more regard to rigid rules and forms than
to a lively imagination and genuine fire. Thomfon
faw this, and therefore turned his thoughts to fet-
tling in London, in which refolution he was con-
firmed foon after by the following incident :

The divinity-chair at Edinburgh was filled at
this time by profeflfor Hamilton, who prefcribed to
our young poet, for the fubject of an exercife, a
pfalm, inwhich the power and majefty of God are
celebrated.  Of this pfalm he gave a paraphrafe
and illuftration, as the nature of the tafk required,
but in a ftyle fo highly poetical, that, when he
delivered it, his auditors were ftruck with aftonith-
ment, The profeflor made him a polite compli-
ment upon the performance, but at the fame time
added, with a fmile, that, if he thought of being
ufeful in the miniftry, he muft keep a ftricter rein
upon his imagination, and exprefs himfelf in lan-
guage more intelligible to an ordinary congregation,
‘Thomfon concluded from this, that his expeétations
from the ftudy of divinity might be very precarious,
as he forefaw the impofiibility of reftraining a lively
imagination ; and thercfore he declined entering
into the church, to which, an invitation, he re-
ceived from a lady of rank in London, a friend of
his mother, not a little contributed. Elated at
this offer, he readily accepted it, and prepared for
his journey. | 5 £ :

"T'he patronage of this lady, however, extended
no further than to a general introduétion to, her
acquaintance ; but it furnifhed him with an apo-
logy for the imprudence of leaving his native coun-
try, his family, and his friends, to truft to for-

s tuitous
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tuitous events for a decent fubfiftence, his fund for
immediate fupport being very fmall, .
It appears that Mr. Thomfon’s merit did not lie
long concealed at London; for he foon found a
zealous friend in Mr. Forbes, afterwards lord pre-
fident of the court of feflion inScotland ; this gen-
tleman recommended him in the ftrongeft terms to
his intimate acquaintance, and in particular to Mr.
Aikman, whofe prematuredeath Thomfon has with
great affeCtion commemorated, in a copy of verfes
written on that occafion. Thus encouraged, he ven-
tured to publith the firft of his feafons, intitled,
WINTER, in March 1726, which was read with
univerfal approbation ; ‘and from this time, his
acquaintance was courted by all men of tafte. Dr.
Rundle, bithop of Derry, now became his intimate
friend and patron, exerting himfelf upon every
occafion to eftablifh his charaller as a poet; and at
length he introduced him to his great friend the
lord chancellor Talbot, whofe fon Mr. Thomfon’
afterwards accompanied as travelling tutor. His
affeCtion and gratitude toDr. Rundle are finely ex-
preffed, in his poem to the memory of lord Talbot.
The favourable reception ‘given by the public to
his WINTER, joined to the high expeQtations it had
raifed, that he would compleat the plan, by giving -
the other feafons, induced him to ftudy with great
affiduity, and to be particularly careful that they
fhould rather excel than fall thort of this fpecimen’
of his talents for paftoral poetry. Accordingly, his
SumMmER was publifhed in 1727; SPRING in 1728
and AUTUMN in a quarto edition of his'works, in
s Y
7 ut thefe poems did not entirely take up his time,
for though we have been obliged, in order to men-*
tion the feafons as a perfedt work, to carry the reader
on to the year-1730; it will be neceffary to go
back
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back to the year 1727, to trace the regular progrefs
of his other productions. In that year, he publifhed
his poem to the memory of SirIfaacNewton, then
lately deceafed ; and the Britifh merchants at this
time complaining loudly of the interruption of their
commerce in South America by theSpaniards, Mr.
Thomfon, infpired with patriotic zeal, publifhed
an excellent poem, intitled, BRITANNIA, with a
view to roufe the vengeance of the nation againft
the invaders of their commercial rights.  His judi-
cious friends, now fenfible of the force of his genius,
which they judged to be capable of executing any
{pecies of poetry whatever, advifed him to turn his
thoughts to the drama, obferving, that if he fuc-
ceeded in this walk, it would be the readieft road.
to fame and fortune. Accordingly, he wrote the
tragedy of SopHONISBA, which was ated with
great applaufe in 1729. % ‘

Being called upon foon after to make the tour
of Europe with the honourable Mr. Charles Talbot,
his poetical ftudies were interrupted for .a confide-
rable time; but even his travels furnifhed him with
rich materials for gratifying his favourite paffion on
his return home. For having vifited moft of the
courts, and capital cities of Europe, in the courfe
of his travels: he made the moft judicious obfer-
vations on their government, laws, manners, and
cuftoms ; which he wrought with admirable fkill
into a_poem on LisgrTY, divided into five parts,
with the more general title of ¢ Ancient and mo-
dern Italy compared ; Greece, Rome, Britain, and
the Profpe&t.” While he was compofing the firft
part of this mafterly poem, he received a fevere
fhock, by the death of his noble friend and fellow
traveller, Mr.Talbot; and this affli&tion mott pro-
bably brought on a much greater lofs toMr. Thom- .
fon and to the public, which was the death of the'

Vor, VI, O lord
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lord chancellor, juftly ftyled, the great lord Talbot,
of whom this concife, and amiable charadter is given.
¢« When his merit, and the unanimous fuffrage of
his country induced his fovereign to reward him
with the great feal, his univerfal affability, his ea-
finefs of accefs, his humanity to the diftrefled ; his
impartial adminiftration of juftice, and his great
difpatch of bufinefs, engaged the affe&tion and ve-
neration of all who approached him. By conftantly
delivering his reafons for every decree he made, the
court of chancery became an inftruétive fchool of
equity ; and his decifions were generally attended
with fuch conviction to the parties, againft whofe
intereft they were given, that their acquiefcence
ufually prevented theexpence and troubleof appeals.
As no fervile expedient raifed him to power, his
countrymen knew he would make ufe of none to
{upport himfelfin it. His private life was the mir-
rour of every virtue: his piety was exalted, rational,
and unaffefted. In his converfation was united the
utmoft freedom of debate, with the higheft good
breeding, and the vivacity of mirth, with primitive
fimplicity of manners.”

Such was the noble patron by whofe death Mr.
Thomfon faw himfelf reduced from a genteel com-
petency to a ftate of precarious dependence; the
chancellor having made him his fecretary of briefs,
a place of little duty or attendance, fuited to his
retired way of living, and affording an income fuf-
ficient for his moderate demands. This place fell
with his patron, yet his genius was not deprefled,
nor his temper hurt by this reverfe of fortune. He
refumed his natural vivacity, after he had paid the
tribute of grief to the memory of his deceafed bene-
fadtor ; and the profits arifing from the fale of his
works, together with the liberality of new patrons,
enabled him to continue his ufual mede of living,

2 . wlhich,
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which, though fimple, was focial and elegant, In
1738, his tragedy of AGAMEMNON was acted, and
met with fuch a favourable reception, that it pro-
duced him a confiderable fum. His friend Mr. Quin
was likewife very kind to him.

But his chief dependence, after the death of lord
Talbot, was, on the protection and bounty of his
royal highnefs Frederick, prince of Wales, who,.
upon the recommendation of the late lord Lyttelton,
fettled on our poet a genteel penfion, and always
received him very gracioufly. It fo happened, how-
ever, that the patronage of his royal highnefs was,
in oneinftance, prejudicial to Mr. Thomfon, owing
to the quarrel fubfifting between the pririce and the
king, when Mr, Thomfon’s tragedy of EpwaArD
and ELEANORA was ready for the ftage. The re-
fufal of a licence to this piece, was confidered as an
intended affront to the prince, and there is great
reafon to believe this to be true, becaufe there is
not a fingle paffage in the play which could render
it exceptionable.

His next dramatic performance was the mafque
of ALFRED, in which he was aflifted by the late
David Mallet, another admired poet, who was his
ufeful friend upon many occafions: it was com-
pofed by command of the prince of Wales, for the
entertainment of his felect friends in the fummer at
Kew, and it was afterwards brought upon the ftage,’
when it met with great {uccefs. ‘

In the year 1745, his T ANCRED and SiGIsMUN-
DA was performed, and the ufual applaufe was de-
fervedly beftowed on this affeting tragedy. He now
finifhed his CASTLE oF INDOLENCE, an allegorical
poem in two cantos, a performance highly efteemed
by the critical judges of the pocticart: this was the
laft work he lived to publith: his tragedy of Cor1o-
LANUs being only prepared for the ftage, when a

O 2 violent
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violent fever deprived his country, at a2 premature
age, of a moft worthy man, and an excellent poet,
His death happened on the 27th of Auguft 1748.
His executors were the Jord Lyttelton, and Mr.
Mitchel, by whofe intereft his orphan tragedy of
Cor10LANUS was brought upon the ftage: from
the profits of which, and from the fale of his manu-
fcripts and other eftets, all demands were duly fa<
tisfied, and a handfome fum of money was remitted
to his fifters inScotland. His remains were depofited
in the parith church of Richmond, under a plain,
ftone, without any infcription.

Mr. Thomfon himfelf acknowledges, in his
works, that-his perfon was not the moft promifing :
he was indeed rather robuft than graceful, and his_

, countenance was not the moft pleafing : his worft .
appearance was, when he was feen walking alone,
in a penfive mood ; but when his friends accofted,
him, and entered into converfation, he would in-
ftantly affume a more amiable. afpe&, his features
appearing to more advantage, He had improved
his tafte in poetry upon the beft originals, ancient
and modern. What he borrows from the ancients,
he gives us in an avowed faithful paraphrafe, or
tranflation, as may be obferved in a few paflages
in his Seafons, taken from Virgil, and in that
beautiful pi¢ture from the elder Pliny, where the,
courfe and gradual increafe of the Nile are figured
by the ftages of 2 man’s life. ‘The autumn was his
favourite time for poetical compofition; and the
deep filence of the night, the time he commonly
chofe for fuch ftudies ; fo that he would often be
heard walking in his ftudy «ll near morning,
humming over what he was to corre¢t and write
out the next day. The amufements of his leifure
hours were civil and natural hiftory, voyages, and
the belt relations of travellers; and had his fituation

favoured
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favoured it, he would certainly have excelled in
gardening, agriculture, and every rural improve-
‘ment and exercife.
* Although he performed on no inftrument, he
was paflionately fond of mufic, and would fome-
times liften a full hour at his window to the night-
ingales in Richmond-gardens. Nor was his tafte
lefs exquifite in the arts of painting, fculpture,
and archite€ure : in his travels he had feen all the
moft celebrated monuments of antiquity, and the
beft productions of modern art; and had ftudied
them fo minutely, and with fo true a judgment,
that in fome of his defcriptions in the peem of
Liberty, we have the mafter- pieces mentioned,
placed in a ftronzer light, perhaps, than if we faw
them. As for the more diftinguithing qualities of
his mind and heart, they are better reprefented in
his writings, than they can be by the pen of any
biographer. There his love of mankind, of his
country, and friends; his devotion to the Supreme
Being, founded on the moft elevated and juft con-
ceptions of his operations and providence, fhine
out in every page. So unbounded was his tender-
nefs of heart, that it took in even the brute crea-
tion. He was extremely affeGtionate to his fellow-
mortals ; it is not indeed known, that, throuh
his whole life, he gave any one perfon pain by his
writings, or any part of his condu&t, e took no
part in any literary difputes, and therefore was re-
{pected and unmolefted, even by rival candidates,
for poetic fame. ‘Thefe amiable virtues, this di-
vine temper of mind, did not fail of their due re- -
ward ; the beft and the greateft of men of his time
honoured him with their friendfhip and protetion ;
the applaufe of the public-attended all his produc-
tions ; his friends loved him with an enthufiaftic ar-
dour, and fincerely lamented his death; at an age,
O3 when
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when the greateft expe&ations were rationally form-
ed, that they might enjoy his fociety, and the enter-
taining produétions of his pen, for many years.

The works of this poet, particularly ¢ the
Seafons,” have been frequently reprinted ; and in
the year 1762, two editions of all his works, with
his Jaft corrections and improvements, were pub-
lithed by Mr. Patrick Murdoch, who has prefixed
an daccount of his life and writings : one of thefe
editions is in 2 vols. 4to. the other in 4 vols. 8vo.
and to them we ftand indebted for the chief inci-
dents in thefe memoirs.

The L1re of
SirR HANS SLOANE, BarT.
[A.D. 1660, to 1752.]

T HE greateft difcoveries and improvements in -
the medical art, and in natural philofophy,
have been made in the prefent century; to which
our countrymen have largely contributed. In phi-
lofophy, our Newton and Boyle hold the firft rank :
the palm in phyfic muft be given to Boerhaave,
the celebrated Dutch phyfician ; but Sloane and
Mead defervedly lay claim to the fecond degree of
honour in this ufeful profefion. To the firft, the
nation ftands moft confiderably indebted ; and as
the requifite variety, and limits of our work, ob-
lige us to give a preference, having determined in
favour of his life; we beg leave to refer the qurious
for
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for that of Dr. Mead, to an excellent performance,
intitled, Authentic Memoirs of the Life of Richard
Mead, M. D. 8vo. 1755.

Sir Hans Sloane was defcended from a family of
fome antiquity in Scotland, a branch of which,
during the troubles in queen Mary’s reign, fettled
at Killileagh, in the north of Ireland, where he
was born in the year 1660. We are told, that
the firft dawnings of his genius difcovered a ftrong
propenfity to'relearches into the curiofities and fe-
crets of nature ; and this directed his parents to put
him upon a mode of education adapted to this dif-
pofition. Natural hiftory, and, by an eafy tran-
fition, the medical art became his favourite {tudies,
and foon determined him to make choice of the
latter, as a profeflion for life. With a view of
acquiring improvement in every clifs of fcience
connetted with the ftudy or practice of the medi-
cal art, he repaired to London, that general aca-
demy of knowledge, where he attended all the
public le€tures on anatomy and phyfic; commenced
pupil to Stafforth, a celebrated chemift, and ftudied
botany at the very fmall phyfical garden, at that
time belonging to the company of apothecaries, at
Chelfea ; but we are not informed who had then the
management of it,

His attachment to natural hiftory, and experi-
mental philofophy, procured him tbe notice, and
gained him the efteem and friendfhip, of Mr. Boyle,
and of Mr. Ray, the moft eminent naturalift of his
time. ‘Thele gentlemen beftowed great attention
on Sloane, taking every opportunity to improve
his natural abilities, by cultivating his underftand-
ing ; and, in return, he communicated to them
many curious and ufeful difcoveries and obferva-
tions which he made in the courfe of his ftudies.
After about four years pafled in this manner at

O 4 London,
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London, he was advifed to travel in purfuit of 2
more extenfive ficld of knowledge.

The principal profeflors of anatomy, of medi-
cine, and of botany, at Paris, at this time, were
men of the firft eminence; he therefore determined
to vifit that univerfity, and to refide fome time in
that famous city. There he frequented the public
hofpitals ; the botanical lectures of Tournefort ;
the anatomical of Du Verney; and becarne ac-
quainted with the firft phyficians of the court.
¥rom Paris, he went to Montpellier, warmly re-
commended by Tournefort, to M. de Chirac,
chancellor and profeflor of medicine to that uni- °
verfity, who received him with great refpect, and
introduced him to all the learned men of the pro-
vince. Among thefe was the ingenious Mr, Magnol,
who made botany his chief fiudy; this gentleman
took great pains to make Mr, Sloane acquainted
with the various fpontaneous produétions of nature,
which are almoft innumerable in that happy cli-
mate; and he taught him how te clafs them in their
proper order, He fpent a whole year with Mr.
Magnol, in this agreeable and ufeful employment ;
after which he travelled through Languedoc, con-
tinuing the fame purfuits. ',

About the latter end of the year 1684, he ar-
rived at London, with a refolution to fettle, and
to pra@tice as a phyfician, In this defign he was
greatly encouraged by Dr. Sydenham, a gentleman
of great reputation as a medical writer, and avery
popular pratitioner, but whom the faculty, at that
time, confidered as an empiric ; Sydenham’s gene-
rofity to Sloane, if he had had no other merit, in-
titles him to the warmeft encomiums; he took the
young phyfician into his own houfe, introduced
him to practice, and recommended himin all com-
panies, How very different this from the conduét

of
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of the generality, who oppofe, and circumvent each.
other, as much as poflible ! k

His friend, Mr. Ray, to whom he had tran{~
mitted a great variety of feeds and plants, foon after
his return home, propofed him as a member, tothe
Royal Society, and he was accepted in a diftin~
guifhed manner by that learned body, Mr. Ray
likewife gave defcriptions of fuch plants as he had
fent him, with proper acknowledgments, in his
Hiftoria Plantarum. He was ele&ed a fellow of the
Royal-college of phyficians the following year, and
his reputation was now fo well eftablithed, that he
muft have come into very great pratice ;' but, his
ruling paflion getting the better of all pecuniary
confiderations, he liftened to a propofal made to him
by the duke of Albemarle, juft appointed governor
of Jamaica, to go over with him in quality of his
-phyfician, No difluafions had any effect ; he made:
a joke of the reprefentation made to him of the un~
healthinefs of the climate, and thought no facrifice:
too great for his favourite purfuit, -In Jamaica he
refided fiftcen months ; and during this fhort time;,
he made fuch a large collection of plants as a man
of lefs ingenuity and induftry would have been fome
years in finding out. Mr.Ray upon his return ex-
prefled his aftonithment, having no conception that:
fuch a variety could be met with in all Afia. .

Dr. Sloane now applied himfelf very afliduoufly-
to his profeflion, and became fo eminent, that,
upon the firft vacancy, he was chofen phyfician to.
Chrift’s-hofpital ; and we are now to mention a
circumftance, which is almoft as uncommon as his
great abilities : heapplied the whole falary 2nnexed
to this appointment, to the relief of thofe who
were the greateft obje&s of compaflion in the hof-
‘pital, being determined not to derive any emolu-
anent from the humane duty of reftoring health to

the poor.
O3 In
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In the year 1693, he was eleCted fecretary to
the Royal Society, and he immediately reyived the

publication of ¢ the Philofophical Tranfactions,” -

which had been omitted for fome time : he conti-
nued to be the editor of thefe volumes till the year
1712 ; and he greatly enriched the collettion, from
the time he took the management of it, with papers
written by himfelf. F
All this time, he had been making a colleGtion
of uncommon, fingular, extraordinary, and fcarce
productions of nature and art; of fuch he had
formed a confiderable cabinet, well worthy the
“infpe&tion of the learned. His ingenuity and in-
duftry in forming this repofitory attracted the atten-
tion of the curious who vifited it, and, amongft
others, of William Courten, Efq; a gentleman of
fortune,' who had employed the greateft part of his
income, and of his time, in the fame purfuit, Pleafed
to find in Dr. Sloane, 2 mind congenial to his own,
he thought he could not take a better method of
tranfmitting his name to pofterity, and of being
aflured that his own valuable colle&tion would be
carefully preferved, than by bequeathing it to the
do&tor, whofe cabinet, with this addition, became
“one of the firft in Europe. His great merit was now
univerfally acknowledged, and feemed to demand
fome condpicuous honours, that might fhew to fo-
* reigners, as well as to his own countrymen, that
he was confidered as the firft man in his profeffion,
and as an ornament to his country, for his great
learning and fkill in natural hiftory.
Accordingly, about the year 1720, he was created
a baronet by George 1. to whom he had been ap-
pointed firft phyfician, fome time before : he was
likewifeeleCed prefidentof thecollegeof phyficians 5
and, upon the death of Sirlfaac Newton in 1727, he
fucceedsd
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fucceeded that great philofopher in the prefidential-
chair of the Royal Society. >

His great reputation acquired him the efteem and
correfpondence of learned foreigners in all parts of
Europe, and he was made a member of the Royal
Academy at Paris. From this time, to the year
1 Z4o, SirHans Sloane, and Dr. Mead, were the only
phyficians in vogue amongft all ranks of people,
and it is fuppofed they made from § to 70001, per
annum of their practice. It is alfo very remark-
able, that they were both introduced to bufinefs
by the moft eminent men of their profeflion, when
they were in the decline of life: Sloane, by Sy-
denbam ; and Mead, by Ratcliffe,

In 1749 Sir Hans, loaded with years as with
honours, retired to Chelfea, to enjoy, in peaceful
retirement, the remains of a well-fpent life. Here
he continued to receive the vifits of people of dif-
tinction, and of all learned foreigners; a day was -
likewife fet apart for admitting them to fee his
colle&ion of curiofities ; and the friendly office of
thewing them, with the neceflary exp{anations,
was undertaken by the late Dr. Cromwell Morti-
mer, then fecretary to the Royal Society : another
day in the week was employed in adminiftering ad-
vice and medicines to the poor, to whom he was a
moft liberal benefa&or. '

Sir Hans Sloane was always more or lefs fubje¢
to a dangerous diforder, fpitting of blood ; he was
firft feized with it at fixteen years-of age, and was
confined by it near three years; yet, by fobriety,
temperance, and an occafional ufe of the bark, he
fo far conquered this radical infirmity, that he
protracted life far beyond its ufual duration ; and,
after an illnefs of three days, he expired, almoft
without a pang, in January 1752, in the ninety-furfk
year of his age. :

06 Ia
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In his perfon, he was tall and well proportioned ;
in his manners, eafy and engaging; and in his con-
'verfation, {prightly and agreeable. Any propofal
whatever, having the public good for its object, was
fure to meet with his zealous encouragement : but
his chief regard was extended to the poor. Hewas
a governor of almoft every hofpital inand near Lon-
don, and a liberal benefador to them, both in his
life time, and by his will. He drew up the plan of
a difpenfatory, for fupplying the poor with medicines
at prime coft ; which the college of phyficians, in
fome meafure, carried into execution, by ordering
the company of apothecaries to retail medicines at
their hall ; but if we are rightly informed, this in-
ftitution is now greatly abufed, every private che-
mift felling medicines cheaper than they can be had
at the apothecaries hall. Yet, SirHansSloane was
a great benefactor to this very company, for he
made them a prefent of their botanical garden at
Chelfea; in the center of which they have indeed
erected a ftatue to his memory, admirably well exe-
cuted, by the late eminent Mr. Ryfbrack. He pro-
moted the eftablifhment of the colony of Georgia in
1732, and he aflifted captain Coram in obtainin

“the charter and fubfcriptions for the foundling hof-

pital in 1739; he likewife formed the planfor bring-
ing up the children with refpeét to diet, and the
care of their health. -

SirHans Sloane was the firft introducer of the ufe
of the jefuits bark in England ; he brought it inte
univerfal practice not only as a remedy in fevers,

" but likewife in moft nervous diforders, in violent
hzmorrhages, and in mortifications. His efficacious
receipt for difeafes of the eyes; and his remedy for
the bite of a2 mad dog, are medicines in eftablifhed
ufe, having been generally fuccefsful, :

It
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It now remains that we fhould give fome account
of theBritith Mufeum, which will be a lafting mo-
nument of the reputation of this great man, though
I can by no means allow him the honourable title
of being the founder: in this particular, I think the
authors of the new and general biographical dic-
tionary have gone too far. It is true, the public are .
greatly indebted to his tafte, judgment, and afliduity,
for having formed fuch a repofitory of natural pro-
du&ions and other curiofities, as were deemed ufe-
ful to illuftrate a great variety of fubjefts, and to
aflift ftudents and pupils in almoft every branch of
arts and fcience ; if no fuch valuable colleétion had
fubfifted, government would not have had a proper
bafis for improving on fuch an excellent plan, by
adding other collections to Sir Hans Sloane’s, and
making one grand mufzum of the whole for the
benefit of the nation. But it fhould be remembered
that part of Sir Hans’s collection was a free gift to
him, from a private gentleman, who, ifhe could have
" lived to have feen a' national mufzum eftablithed,
moft probably would have bequecathed his curiofities
to the public. It would therefore have redounded
more to his honour, if Sir Hans Sloane had either,
in the fpirit of true patrioti{fm, dbequeathed his cu-
riofities to his country, or have leftit to the care of
government to have made a proper compenfation to
his heirs, who were people of great fortune, inde-
pendant of the {um he thought proper to demand for
them.

By his laft will, he direCted thathis valuable mu-
fzum, together with his library, confifting of up-
wards of 50,000 volumes, and 3,560 manufcripts,
fhould be offered to the parliament for the ufe of the
public, on paying the fum of 20,000l. to his heirs :
but if the parliament fhould not choofe to purchafe
them, then, on the fame conditions, they were to -

: be
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be offered to the academies of {ciences of Peterfburgh,
Paris, and Madrid, fucceflively; and if all thefe
thould refufe them, the-executors were to fell them,
in fuch manner as they fhould think expedient. For
the hornour of the nation, parliament agreed to the
terms, but confidering this collection, though va-
Juable, as not fufficiently extenfive for a national
mufeum, an act was made for raifing a fum of mo-
ne?r by lottery, not only to purchafe this, but other
valuable collettions, and to eftablith proper officers,
with competent falaries, to take care of the whole,
and to exhibit it, under proper reftrictions, without
further fee or reward.

Accordingly, all that valuable collection of manu-
{cripts, denominated theHarleian mifccllany, from
its collector and proprietor, Robert Harley, earl of
Oxford, was purchafed of his daughter, the duchefs
of Portland for 10,000l. To thefe were added, the
famous Cottonian library, which we have noticed
in the life of Sir Robert Cotton, vol. 3. and the
king’s or royal library ; Montague-houfe was like-
wife purchafed for the purpofe of preferving them
all intire under one roof; the inftitution was intitled,
with great propriety, TheBriTisuMuszuM, and
the great officers of ftate for the time being, toge-
ther with the bifhop of London, andthe prefidents
of the Royal Society, and the college of phyficians,
were made perpetual truftees : they have a power
to add to the mufzum by purchafes ; and the parlia-
ment, within thefe three years, have granted a fum
of money for that purpofe.

SirHansSloane only publithed one work, which
is in the higheft repute ; The Natural Hiftory of
Jamaica, 2 vols. folio,

The
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The LIFE of
HENRY FIELDING,
[A.D. 1707, to 1754.]

T HIS vigilant, aftive magiftrate, and eminent
writer, was the fon of Edmund Fielding, who
{erved in the wars under the duke of Marlborough,
and arrived to the rank ofﬁieutenant-general, about
the latter end of the reign of George I. or the be-
ginning of George II.  His mother was the daugh-
ter of judge Gould, the grandfather of the late
Sir Henry Gould, one of the barons of the Exche~
quer ;: he was born at Sharphard-park, in Somer-
- fetthire, in 1707.; and was the eldeft of four fifters
and a brother. Sarah Fielding, his third fifter, is
well known to the literary world by many elegant
performances.

His mother dying, lieutenant-general Fielding'
married a fecond time, and the iflue of that mar-
riage was fix fons, George, James, Charles, John,
William, and Bafil; all dead except Sir John
Fielding, who fucceeded his half brother Henry, -
in the commiflion of the peace for the counties of
Middlefex, Surrey, Effex, and the city and liber-
ties of Weeftminfter; and who, by the improve-
ments he has made in our defective {yftem of police,
has acquired great reputation, and the honour’of
being confidered as the chief magiftrate in thofe
extenfive jurifdictions,

Henry
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Henry Fielding received the firft rudiments of
his education at home, under the care of the reve-
rend Mr. Oliver, of whom he has given a very hu-
morous and ftriking portrait in Jofeph Andrews,
under the name of parfon Trulliber.

From Mr. Oliver’s care he was removed to Eton-
fchool, where he became acquainted with the late
lords Lyttelton and Holland, Sir Charles Hanbury
‘Williams, Mr. Winnington, and lord Chatham,
the only furvivor. When he left this great femi-
nary, he was faid to be uncommonly verfed in the
Greek and Latin claflics ; for both which he ever
retained a ftrong admiration,

From Eton he was fent to Leyden, and there he
ftudied the civilians for about two years; but re-
‘mittances failing, at the age of twenty, or there-
about, he returned from Leyden to London ;
where, though under age, he found himfelf his
‘own mafter; from which fource flowed all the in-
conveniencies that attended him throughout the
remainder of his life. The" brilliancy of his wit,
the vivacity of his humour, and his high relith of
focial enjoyment, foon brought him ‘into requeft
with men of tafte and literature, and with the vo-
‘luptuous of all ranks. His finances were not equal
to the frequent draughts made upon him by the
-extravagance which naturally followed. He was
allowed, indeed, two hundred pounds a year by
his father; but, as he himfelf ufed to fay, any
body might pay it that would.

The fact was, General Fielding having married
again foon after the death of our author’s mother,
had fo large an increafe of family, and that too fo
quick, that he could not fpare any confiderable
difburfements for the maintenance of his eldeft fon.
Of this truth Henry Fielding was fenfible; and he
was therefore, in whatever difficulties he might be

involved,
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involved, never wanting in filial piety ; which, his
neareft relations agree, was a thining part of his
charaé&ter. : 1

Difappointments, indeed, were obferved to pro-
voke him into occafional peevifhnefs, and feverity
of animadverfion ; but his general temper was re-
markably gay, and, for the moft part, overflowing
‘with wit, mirth, and good-humour.

Difagreeable impretlions never continued long
upon his mind; his imagination was fond of feizing
every gay profpeét; and, in his worft adverfities,
filled him with fanguine hopes of a better fituation.
“T'o obtain this, he flattered himfelf that he thould
find refources in his wit and invention; and ac-
cordingly he commenced a writer for the ftage in
the year 1727, being then about twenty years of
age.

His firlt dramatic piece foon after adventured into
the world, and wascalled ¢« Love in feveral Mafques.”
It immediately fucceeded the Provoked Hufband, a
play, which, for the continued fpace of twenty-
cight nights, received as great and as juft applaufes
as ever were beftowed on the Englith ftage. Not-
withftanding thefe obftacles, Fielding’s play was
favourably received.

His fecond play, ¢¢ the Temple Beau,” appeared
the year after. %‘rom the year 1727 to the end of
1736, almoft all his plays and farces werc written,
not above two or three having appeared fince that
time; fo that he produced about eighteen theatrical
performances, plays and farces included, before he
was quite thirty years of age. :

Though in the plan of his pieces he is not always
regular, yet he is often happy in his diction and
ftile; and, in every groupe that he has exhibited,
there are to be feen particular delineations that will
amply recompenfe the attention beftowed ;pon

t em.
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them. The comedy of the Mifer, which he has
moftly taken from Moliere, has maintained its
ground upon the ftage ever fince it was firft per-
formed ; and has the value of a copy from a great
painter, by an eminent hand. ;

The comedy of Pafquin, hinted at by lord Chef-
terfield in lLis {peech, and fome other piece, which
being fupprefled, he did not think proper to pre-
ferve, even in manufcript, together with << the
Hiftorical Regifter,” which is full of fevere fatire
on the great men of the time, in high office, un-
doubtedly occafioned the a& of parliament, of
which we have taken fo much notice in lord Chef-
terfield’s life, for fubjeting all pew plays to the
infpection and licence of the lord chamberlain.

His farces were almoft all of them very fuccefs-
ful; and many of them are ftil] acted every winter
with approbation. They were generally the pro-
duétion of two or three mornings. The Lottery,
the Intriguing Chambermaid, and the Virgin Un-
mafked, befides the real entertainment they afford,
had, on their firft appearance, this additional merit,
that they ferved to make difcoveries of that true co-
mic genius which was then dawning forth in that
-celebrated a&refs, Mrs. Clive.

So early as when he was at Leyden, Mr. Fielding
made fome efforts towards a comedy in the fketch
of Don Quixote in England, When he left that
place, and fettled in London, a variety of charac-
ters attradted his notice, and of courfe ferved to
ftrengthen his favourite inclination : the inconfif-
tencies that flow from vanity, from affe&ation,
from hypocrify, from pretended friendfhip, and,
in fhort, all the diffonant qualities which are often

whimfically blended together by the follies of men,

could not fail to ftrike a perfon who had fo finea
fenfe of ridicule; and, accordingly, we find that
* he
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he never feems fo happy, aswhen he is developing
a charalter made up of motley and repugnant pro-
perties.

To fearch out and defcribe obje&s of this kind,
feems to have been the favourite bent of his mind ;
and, from his happy defcription of the manners, he
may juitly be pronounced an admirable comic genius
in the largeft acceptation of the phrafe, implying
humorous and pleafant imitation of men and man-
ners, whether in the way of fabulous narration, or
of dramatic compofition.

In the former fpecies of writing lay the excel-
lence of Mr. Fielding : in drama*< imitation he
muft be allowed to fall fhort of the zreat maftersin
that art. 'What the ingenious Mr. Hurd obferves
of Ben Johnfon, may be juitly applied to Fielding :

¢ His tafte for ridicule was ftrong, but indeli-
cate, which made him notover curious in the ck. ice
of his topics. His ftyle in pi¢turing his charaétei -,
though maflerly, was without that eXéghmce=c:
hand, which is required to corret and allay the
force of fo bold a colouring. Thus the bias of
his nature leaning him toPlautus, rather than Te-
rence, for his model, it is not to be wondered,
that his wit is too frequently cauftic, his raillery
coarfe, and his humour exceffive.””

There is another circumftance refpecting the
drama, in which Fielding’s judgment feems to have
failed him : the ftrength of his genius certainly lay
in fabulous narration, and he did not fufficiently
confider, that fome incidents of a ftory which,
when related, may be worked up into much plea-
fantry and humour, are apt, when thrown into ac-
tion, to excite fenfations incompatible with hu-
mour and ridicule.

To thefe caufes of his failure in the province of
the drama, may be added that fovereign contem}}:t

€
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he always entertained for the underftandings of the
generality of mankind. It was in vain to tell him,
that a particular {cene was dangerous, on account of
its coarfenefs, or becaufe it retarded the general bu-
fine(s with feeble efforts of wit; he doubted the
difcernment of his auditors, and fo thought himfelf
fecured by their ftupidity, if not by his own humour
and vivacity. A very remarkable inftance of this
difpofition appeared when the comedy of ¢ the
Wedding Day” was put into rehearfal.

An actor, who was principally concerned in the
piece, and, though young, was then, by the ad-
vantage of uncommon talents, an early favourite of
the public, told Mr. Fielding, he was apprehenfivé,
that the audience would make free with him in a
particular paflage; adding, that a repulfe might fo

Auarry his {nivits, 2915 difconcert him for the reft of
the night, and therefore begged that it might be

omitted. ¢ No, d—mn ’em,” replied the bard, ¢ if
the fcene is not 2 good one, let them find that out.”
Accordingly, the play was brought on without
alteration ; and, juft as had been forefeen, the dif-
approbation of the houfe was provoked at the paf-
fage before objefted to; and the performer, alarm-
“ed and uneafy at the hiffes he had met with, retired
into the green-room, where the author was folacing
himfelf with a bottle of champaign. He had by
this time drank pretty plentifully, and cocking his -
eye at the actor, while ftreams of tobacco trickled
down from the corner of his mouth, ¢ What’s the
matter, Garrick,” fays he, ¢ what are they hiffing
now ?” ¢« Why, the fcene that I begged you to
retrench ; I knew it would not do; and they have
fo frightened me, that I fhall not be able to colleét
myfelf again the whole night.” ¢« Oh! d—mn
’em,” replies the author, ¢ they have found it out,
have they 2
If

b
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If we add to the foregoing remarks an obferva-
tion of his own ; ¢ that he left off writing for the
ftage, when he ought to have begun;” and, to-
gether with this, confider his extreme hurry and
difpatch, we fhall be able fully to account for his
not bearing a more diftinguifhed place in the rank
of dramatic writers.

It is apparent, that, in the frame and conflitu-
tion of his genius there was no defeét, but fome
faculty or other was fuffered to lic dormant, and
the reft, of courfe, were exerted with lefs efficacy :
at one time we fee his wit fuperfeding all his other
talents ; at another, his invention runs riot, and
multiplies incidents and charalters in a manner
repugnant to all the received laws of the drama.
Generally his judgment was’very little confulted ;
and, indeed, how could it? ‘When he had con~
tracted to bring on a play, or a farce, he would
go home rather late from a tavern, and the next
morning, deliver a fcene to the players, written
upon the papers which wrapped up the tobacco in
which he fo much delighted. )

Though it was the lot of Henry Fielding to
write always with a view to profit, he derived but
fmall aids towards his fubfiftence from: the treafurer
of the play-houfe. One of his farces he has printed
as it was .damned at the theatre-royal in Drury=
lape ; and that he might be more generous to his
encmies than they were willing to be to him, he
informs them, in the general preface to his Mif-
cellanies, that, for the Wedding-Day, though
a&ed fix nights, his profits from the houfe did
not exceed fifty pounds.

A fate not much better attended him in his ear-
lier produdtions : but the feverify of the public,
and the malice of his enemics, met with a noble
- b, alleviation

2
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alleviation from the patronage of the late duke of
Richmond, John, duke of Argyll, the late duke
of Roxborough, and many perfons of diftinguifhed
rank and chara&er; among whom may be num-
bered the late lord Lyttelton, whofe friendthip to
our author foftened the rigour of his misfortunes
while he lived, and exerted itfelf towards his me-
mory when he was no more, by taking pains to
clear up imputations of a particular kind, which
had been thrown out againit his charalter.

Mr. Fielding had not been long a writer for the
ftage, when he married Mifs Craddock, a beauty
from Salifbury.  About that time his mother dying,
a moderate eftate, at Stower, in Dorfetthire, de-
volved ta him. To that place he retired with his
wife, on whom he doated, with a refolution to bid
adieu to all the follies and intemperances of a town
life. But, unfortunately, a kind of family-pride
here gained an afcendant over him, and he began
immediately to vie in fplendor with the neighbour-
ing country gentlemen. With an eftate not much’
above two hundred pounds a year, and bis wife’s
fortune, which did not exceed fifteen hundred
" pounds, he encumbered himfelf with a large reti-
~ nue of fervants, all clad in coftly yellow liveries.
For their mafter’s honour, thefe people could not
defcend fo low, as to be careful in their apparel,
but in a month or two were unfit to be feen; the
{quire’s dignity required that they fhould be new
equipped; and his chief pleafure confifted in fociety
and convivial mirth, hofpitality threw open his
doors, and in lefs than three years, entertainments,
hounds, and horfes, entirely devoured a little pa-
trimony, which, had it been managed with ceco-
nomy, might have fecured to him a ftate of inde-
pendence for the reft of his life. Senfible of the

difa-
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difagreeable fituation he had now reduced himfelf
to, he immediately determined to exert his beft en-
deavours to recover what he had wantonly thrown
away, a decent competence ; and being then about
thirty years of age, he betook himfelf to the ftudy
of the law. ’lghe friendfhips he met with from
fome, who have fince rifen to be the firft orna-
ments of the law, will ever do honour to his me-
mory. His application, while he was a ftudent in
the Temple, was remarkably intenfe : he has been
frequently known, by his intimates, to retire late
at night from a tavern to his chambers, and there
read, and make extracts from the moft abftrufe
authors, for feveral hours before he went to bed.
After the cuftomary time of probation'at the Tem-
ple, he was called to the bar, He attended with
affiduity, both in term-time and on the weitern
circuit, as long as his health permitted ; but the
gout foon rendered it impoffible for him to be as
conflant at the bar, as the laborioufnefs of his
profeflion required : he could only now follow
the law by ftarts, at fuch intervals as were free
from indifpofition ; which could not but be a dif-
fpiriting circumftance, as he faw himfelf at once
difabled from ever rifing to the eminence he afpired
to. However, under the feverities of pain and
want, he flill purfued his refearches with an eager-
nefs of curiofity peculiar to him; and, though it
is wittily remarked by Wycherly, that Apollo and
Lyttelton feldom meet in the fame brain, yet Mr.
Fielding is allowed to have acquired a refpectable
fhare of jurifprudence, and in fome particular
branches he is faid to have rifen to a great degree
of eminence, more efpecially 'in crown-law, as
may be judged from his leaving two volumes in
folio’ on that fubject, This work remains ftill

unpub-
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unpublifhed, in the hands of his brother, Sir John
Fielding ; and it is deemed perfect in fome parts.
It will ferve ‘to give us an idea of the great force
and vigour of his mind, if we confider him purfu-
ing fo arduous a ftudy under the exigencies of
family diftrefs, with 2 wife and children, whom
he tenderly loved, looking up to him for fubfif-
tence, with a body lacerated by the acuteft pains,
and with a mind diftracted with a thoufand avoca-
tions, and obliged, for immediate fupply, to pro-
duce, almoft extempore, a play, a farce, a pam-
phlet, or a news-paper.

" A large number of fugitive political tralts, which
had their value when the incidents were actually
pafling on the great fcene of bulinefs, came from’
his pen : the periodical paper, called ¢ the Cham-
pion,” owed its chief fupport to his abilities; and
though his effays in that collection cannot now be
afcertained, yet the reputation arifing to him, at
the time of publication, was not inconfiderable.

In the progrefs of Henry Iielding’s talents, there
feem to have been three remarkable periods; one,
when his genius broke forth at once, with an efful-,
gence fuperior to zll the rays of light it had before
emitted, like the fun in his morning glory ; the fe-
cond, when it was difplayed with colleéted force,
and a fulnefs of perfection, like the fun in meridian
majefty ; and the third, when the fame genius,
grown more cool and temperate, {till continued to
cheer and enliven, but fhewed at the fame time that
it was tending to its decline, like the fun, abating
from his ardor, but ftill gilding the weftern hemi-
fphere.

T'o_thefe three epochas of our author’s genius,
there is an exact analogy, in his Jofeph Andrews,
Tom Jones, and Amelia, It will not be improger.

: ! : here

~
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here to mention, that the reverend Mr. Young,
a learned and much efteemed friend of Mr.
Fielding’s, fat for parfon Adams. Mr.Young was
remarkable for his intimate acquaintance with the
Greek authors, and had as paflionate a veneration
for Afchylus as :parfon Adams; the overflowings
of his benevolence were as ftrong, and his fits of
reverie were as frequent, and occurred, too, upon
the moft interefting occafions. Of this laft obfer-
vation a fingular inftance is given, by a gentleman
who ferved, during the laft war, in Flanders, in
the very fame régiment to which Mr. Young was
chaplain : ona fine fummer’s evening, he thought
proper to indulge himfelf in his love of a folitary.
walk ; and accordingly he fallied-forth from his tent:
the beauties of the hemifphere, and the landfcape
round him, prefled warmly on his imagination ;-
his-heart overflowed with benevolence to all God’s
creatures, and gratitude to the Supreme Difpenfer
of that.emanation of glory which covered the face
of things. It is very poflible that a paffage in his
dearly beloved ZAfchylus occurred to his memory.
on this occafion, and feduced his thoughts into a
profound meditation. W hateverwas the object of his
reflections, certain it'is, that fomethingdid power-
fully feize his imagination, fo as to preclude all
attention to things that lay immediately before
him; and, in that deep fit of abfence, Mr. Young
proceeded on his journey, till he arrived very qui-
etly.and calmly, in the enemy’s camp, where he
was, with difficulty, brought to a recollection of
himfelf, by the repetition of ¢ Qui vala,” from
the foldiers upon duty. The officer who com-
manded, finding that he had flrayed thither in the
undefigning fimplicity of his heart, and feeing an
innate goodnefs in his prifoner, which commanded -
Yor, VI, P his
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his refpect, very politely gave him leave to purfue
his contemplations home again.

Soon after the publication of Jofeph Andrews,
Fielding’s laft comedy, the Wedding-Day, was
exhibited on the flage . and, as we have already
obferved, it was attended with an indifferent fhare
‘of fuccefs. The law, from this time, had its hot
and cold fits with him. The repeated fhocks of
fllnefs difabled him from being as affiduous an at-
tendant at the bar, as his own inclination, and
patience of the moft Jaborious application, would
otherwife have made him. Befides the demands
for expence, which his valetudinarian habit of
body eonftantly made upon him, he had likewife a
family to maintain ; from bufinefs he derived little
or no fupplies ; and his profpelts, therefore, grew
every day more gloomy and melancholy. To thefe
difcouraging circumftances, if we add the infirmity
of his wife, whom he loved tenderly, and the 2go-
nies he felt on her account, the meafure of his
affliCtions will be well nigh full. To fee her daily
languifhing and wearing away before his cyes, was
too much for a man ot his ftrong fenfations ; the
fortitude of mind, with which he met all the other
calamities of life, dcferted him on this moft trying
occafion ;* and her death, which happened about
this time, brought on fuch a vehemence of grief,
that his friends began to think him in danger of
lofing his reafon. %

When the firft emotions of his forrow were
abated, he began again to ftruggle with his fortune.
He engaged in two periodical papers {ucceffively.
The firft of thefe was called, The True Patriot,
which was fet on foot during the late rebellion, and
was concucive to the excitement of loyalty, and a
love for the conftitution in the breaft of his coun-

trymen.
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trymen, ‘T'he Jacobite Jou¥nal was calculated to
difcredit the fhattered remains of an unfuccelsfut
party ; and, by a well-applied raillery and ridicule,
to bring the fentiments of the difaffected into con-
tempt, : .

By this time Fielding had attained the age of
forty-three ; and, being inceflantly purfued by re-
iterated attacks of the gout, he was wholly rendered
incapable of purfuing the bufinels of a barrifter any
longer, He was obliged therefore to accept the
office of an aéling magiltrate in the commitfion of
the peace for Middlefex, with a yearly penfion from
government.

That he was attentive to the duties of this public
ftation is evident, from the many tradts he pub-
lithed relating to feveral of the penal laws, and to
the vices and mal-practices which thofe Jaws were
intended to reftrain; particularly ¢¢ A Charge to the
Grand-jury, delivered at Weftminfter, on the 2gth
of June 1749;” the ¢ Enquiry into the Caufes
of the Increafe of Robberies;” and ¢ A Propofal
for the Maintenance of the Poor.” #

Amidft thefe fevere exercifes of his underftand-
ing, and all the laborious duties of his office, his
invention could not lie ftill; but he found leifure
to amufe himfelf, and afterwards the world, with
The Hiftory of Tom Jones. And now we are ar-
rived at the {econd grand epoch of Mr. Fielding’s
genius, when all his faculties were in perfe& uni-
fon, and confpired to produce a complete work,
eminent in all the great effentials of compofition ; in
fable, charaéter, fentiment, and elocution ;-and,
as thefe could not be all united in {o_high an aflem-
blage, withouta rich invention, a fine imagination,
anenlightened judgment, and a lively wit, we may
fairly here decide his character, and pronounce him
the Englith Cervantes, \

= F R It
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It may be added, that, in many parts 6f Tonr
Jones, we find he poffeffed the fofter graces of cha-
ra&er painting, and of defcription; many fituations
and fentiments are touched with a delieate hand,
and throughout the work he feems to feel as much
delight in defcribing the amiable partof human na-
ture, as in his early days he had in exaggerating the
ftrong and harfh features of turpitude and deformity.

Thus have we traced our author in his progrefs
to the time when the vigour of his mind wasin its
full growth of perfection ; from this period it funk,
but by flow degrees, ints a decline. ¢ Amelia,”
which fucceeded Tom' jones, -in about four years,,
has indeed the marks of genius, but of a geniusbe-
ginning to fall into decay. Amelia is the Odyfley,
the moral, and pathetic work of Henry Fielding.

While he was planning and executing this picce,
it thould be remcmbered, that he was diftradted
by that multiplicity of avocations which furround
a public ‘magiftrate; and his- conftitution, "now’
greatly impaired and enfeebled, was labouring un-
der theattacks of the gout, which were of courfe
feverer than ever. However, the a&ivity of his mind

“was not to be fubdued : one literary purfuit was no
fooner over'than frefh game arofe. A periodical pa~
per, under the title of TheCoventGarden Journal, .
by SirAlexander Drawcanfir, knight, and Cenfor-
general of Great-Britain, was immediately fet on
foot. It was publifhed twice in every week, viz.
on Tueflay and Saturday, and conduced fo much
to the entertainment of ‘the public, that it was felt
with a general regret, that the author’s health did
not enable him to perfift in the undertaking any
longer.

Soon after this work was dropped, by the advice
of ‘phyficians, Mr. Frelding fet out for Lifbon.
The laft gleams of his wit and humour fparkled -in

the
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the account he left behind him of his Voyagze to
that place.. In this his laft fketch, he puts us in
mind of a perfon, under fentence of death, jelting
on the fcaffcld; for his firength was now quite
e¢xhaufted ; and, inabout two months after his ar-
rival at Lifbon, he yielded his laft breath, in the
year 1754, and in the forty-cighth year of his age.

Thus was clofed a courfe of difappointment,
diftrefs, vexation, infirmity, and ftudy; for with
each of thefe his life was varioufly checquered ;
and, perhaps, in ftronger proportions than has
been the lot of many.

We have feen how Mr. Fielding very foon fquan-
dered away his fmall patrimony, which, with ceco-
nomy, might have procured him independence ;
we have feen how far he rained, into the bargain, a
conftitution which, in its original texture, feemed
formed to laft much longer. When indigence and
1llnefs were once let in upon him, he no longer re-
mained mafter of his own attions, and that delicacy
of condudt, which alone conftitutes and preferves
a character, was obliged to give way.

When he was not under the immediate urgency
of want, they who were intimate with him, are
ready to aver, that he had a mind greatly fuperior
to any thing mean or little; when his finances
were exhaufted, he was not the moft elegant in his
choice of the means to redrcfs himfelf; and he
would inftantly exhibit a farce, or a puppet-fhew,
in the Haymarket-theatre ; which was wholly in-
confiftent with the profeffion he had embarked in.
But his intimates can witnefs how much his pride
fuffered when he was forced into meafures of this

“kind ; no man having a jufter fenfe of propriety,
or more honourable ideas of the profeffion of an
author and a fcholar.

¥3 . Henry
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Henry Fielding was in ftature rather rifing above
fix feet ; his frame of body large, and remarkably
robuft, till the gout had broke the vngour of his
Lon{htutlon

An elegant and correét edition of his works was
publifhed by the ingenious and learned Arthur
Murphy, Efg; now an eminent counfellor; but
more generally known as an excellent dramatic
author. To Mr, Murphy’s Effay on the Life and
‘Genius of Fielding, prefixed to his works, we
{and indebted for the principal incidents in Lheﬁ:
JMEMOIrs. .

GENERAL
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N. B, The Roman Numerals dire&t to the Volumé,
and the Figures to the Page.

A,

.ABBOT, GEQORGE, archbithop of Canterbury,

1l 115,

accident, an unhappy one befel him, 123.

Abdication of James I1. v. 83.

Addifon, Jofeph, v. 271.

Aix la Chapelle, -peace of, vi. 157.

Alljangg, the triple, account of, v, 38.

Ambaffadors of Francis I. kingof France ; .account
of the fplendid reception given to them at Hamp~
ton-court, i. 41.

Andrews, Lancelot, bifhop of Winchefter, iii. 76.

Anecdote of Erafmus and Sir Thomas Mcre, i. 70.

- of a popith fraud at the cathedral of Dublin, ii. 45.

— of a tumult quelled by lord chief-juftice Holt,
v. 95.

,/!njaz:? the duke of, his arrival in England to marry
queen Elizabeth, ii. gg.'

Annates, or firft fruits, atax impofed on the Britifh
clergy by the pope, abolifhed, i. 3.

Anne, queen of Great Britain, her accefiion, v. 134.
her death, 1635. ) :

Anne of Cleves, queen to Henry VIIL. her mar-
riage, i. 116. e

Anfon, lord, vi. 110.

Apparition, ftrange ftory of one, iii. 108.

Appeals to Rome in ecclefiaftical caufes abolithed,
HoWIIOD:

Armada, the Spanifh, account of its arrival on the
Englith coafts, ii. 238. of its difperfion and de~
feat, &c. 239—243. 3

Articles
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Aprticles of religion, account of the fix, called the
bloody articles, i. 208.
Afcham, Roger, ii. 1

Bacon, Sir Nichelas, fome account of him, ii. 186.

Bacon,” Francis, lord Verulam, iii. gs.

Bunbury, lord, his extraordinary cafe, v. 84.

Barnard, Sir ynbn, vi. 127.

Barton, "Eliz. the maid of Kent her ftory, i. gg.

Battle of the Spurs, i. 25.

Beatom, cardinal, affaflinated, ii. 20.

Beaumont, F;ancz‘.r, iii, 230,

Becher, foan, account of her, e 2:58%

Bible, the firft, tranflated into Englith, i. 114.

Blake, Ro&ert, iv. 60.

Blenbeim, battle of, v. 138.

Bodley, Sir Tiyamarﬂ fome account of him, it. 303.
founds the Bodleian library, 307

Balingbroke, lord, vi. 77.

Eamm, Edmund, bithop of Londo*t, account of
“him, i. 283.

Bosth, Henry, earl of Warrington, v. 1.

Boﬂ:, Richard, earl of Corke, iii. 178.

Boyle, Robert, v. 168.

Browne, George, archbilhop of Dublin; fome ac-
count of him, ii. 44.

Buchanan, George, ii. 252.

Bullenor Boleyn, Anne, crowned queento Hem’yVHI
1. 48.

BurnZt, Gilbert, bifhop of Salitbury, v. gg.

Butler, 7ames, duke of Ormeond, iv. 160.

Butler, Samuel, iv. 245.

Byng, George, lord Togmgton, vi. L

Labal, account of, iv. 192.
Cabn‘, Sebaflian, i. 287.
Ladiz, taken by the Engh{h, . 244.
Camden,



GENERAL INDEZX, 321

Camden, William, ii. 298.

Camplbel, Fobn, duke of Ar'ryil vi. 19.

Latherine of Arragon, queen to Henry VIIL. her
trial and divorce, 1. 45.

Cecily, William, lord Burleigh, ii. 180.

Cecily, Sir Rabert, earl of Salifbury, iii, 12.

Lharles I. makes war on his fubjedls, iv. g.—
depofed, 27. put to death, 29.

Chrift-church college, Oxford founded by cardinal
Wolfey, i. 36.

Church of England, made part of the conﬁltutlon
of the kingdom, ii. 40.

Churchill, Fobn, duke of Marlborough, v. l?.b

Civil wor in the reign of (,harlesl its origin,
ii. 154,

Clarke, Dr. Samuel, vi. 212.

Cobey, Sir Edward, iii. 131.

Coley Dr. account of him, i. 266.

Colety, Dean, 1. 1.

Cuopery Anthony Afbley, earl of Shaftefbury, iv. x37.

Looper, Samucel, iv. 212..

Corwin, Hugh, archblfhop of Dublin, ii. 45.

Cotton, Sir Robert, iii. 270.

~- founds the Cottonian library, 276, . .

Cranmer, Thomas, archbifhop of Canterbury, i 24.3.

Cromwell, Thomas, earl of Effex, i. 105 ;

Cramwell Olivery iv. 1.

Dalrymple, fobn, earl of Stalr, vi. 34.-
Devereux, Rol;ert, ear! of Eflex, ii. 202.
Dobfon, William, iii. 28s.
Drake, Sir Francis,-it. 143.
Drayton, Michael, iii. 265.
Drummond, Wi llzam., iii. 267.
Dryden, abn, v. 196.
Dudley, ‘fobn, duke of Northumberland, i. 170.
Pudley, Rakert, earl of Leicefter, ii. 79.
Dutch
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Dutch fleet defeated by admiral Blake, iv. 65.
E

Edward V1. his acceflion, i. z31. Founds the
hofpitals of St. Bartholomew, St. Thomas, and
Bridewell, 184. Account of his death, &c. 1bid.

Elettions in the city of London, a&t of parliament
to regulate them, vi. 128.

Elizabeth, queen of Englend, account of her recep-
tion at Oxford, ii. 86. Her harangue to the
army, 311. Account of her laft illnefs and
death, 248.

Exchauge, Rayal, of London, built, ii. 66.

Lsrife-bill, account of, vi, 68, and 132.

Exclufim-bill, account of, v, 30, ~

Fairfax, Sir Thomas, General of the parliament’s
forces againft Charles I, iv, 13, 17, 19, &e.

Fielding, Henry, vi. 303.

Fire of London, iv. go.

Fifher, Fobn, bifhop of Rochefter, i. g4.

Flamfleed, Fobn, v. 264. :

Fletcher, fobn, iii, 252.

Frobifper or Forbifber, SirMartin, fome account of
him, ii. 173- ~

Gardiner, Stephen, bithop of Winchefter, i. 225.

George 1. his acceflion, v. 165. His arrival in

. England, vi. 27.

George I1. his aceeffion, vi. 150,

Gibraltar taken from the Spaniards, v. 75.

Gloucefler, the duke of, fon to queen Anne, account
of his illnefs and death, v. 134.

Greek profeflorfhip, the firft founded at Oxford,
i. 36. :

Green, Anne, extraordinary aneedote of her, iv. 263.

Greeywich hofpital built, v. 299. Accountof the

paintings, vi, 239.
it  Grefpam,
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Grefram, Sir ‘I7Joma.r, ii. 59. Founds Greﬁ\am-
college, 73.

Gr{y, lady Z ne, proclaimed queen of England,
i.-185. Beheaded, 218.

Guifcard, the'marquis of tabs Mr. Harley at thc
council- board, v. 152.

Gunpowder-plot, manifefto concerning it, ii. 305.

Flale, Sir Matthew, iv. 116.
Hampden, Fobn, iii. 18s.
ddampton-court, built by cardinal Wolfey, i. 3e.
New royal apartiments, v. 2
Harley, Robert. earl of Oxford, v. 151.
Harvey, Dr. William, . 206.
Hawkins, 8ir Fobn, ii. 159.
5 Sir Richard, ii. 178.
Heiry VI his acceffion, 1. 32. Accountof his
death, 12q.
Highwayman, anecdote of, v, g8, - - -
Hsity Sir Fobny v. 82.
Hooper, Fobn, bithop of ‘Gloucefter, account of
him, 1. 239.
Herward, Catherine, queen to Henry VIII. i. 127.
Howard Thomas, duke of Norfolk, i, 121. -~
—, Sir Edward, account of him, i. 123.
Howard Charles, earl of Nottingham, ii. 234.. :
.Hydz, Edward, earl of {,1arendon, iv, 102,
I.
Famaica taken from the Spamards, V. §4.
ames 1. account of his acceffion, iii. 2.
‘ames 11. his acceflion, v
ew-bill, a& for naturalizing them, vi. 162. Re-
pealed, 163
?ewel Fobn, bithop of Salifbury, ii. 9.
nclofing of lands, occafions infurrections, i. 149.
Intereft of the public funds reduced, vi. 160. -
ones, Inigo, iil. 287.
Fonfan, Ben, iil, 256.

Kett,
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K.
Kett, the tanner of Norwich, the rebellion under
him fupprefied, ii. 42. -
Kuights of the Bath, the order reviv ed vi. 2¢9.°
Knox, Febn, ii. 18, L.

Latimer, Hugh, bithop of Worcefter, i. 1 190.

Laud, lVllzam, archbifhop of Canterbury, iii. 196.

fegzwtme - court, eftablifhed by cardinal Wolley,
1.

ng]/iz?, The Rev. Mr. fome account of his refor-
mation of the fervice of the church of England,
vi. 212.

Loans for the fervice of the Englith government
borrowed of foreigners, and negociated chiefly
at Antwerp, 1i. 64.

w——— firfk raifed by hnohfh {ubjects, 6q.

Locke, jabn, v, 216.

_Louis X1V. account of his ficknels, vi. 45 and of
his death, 46.

Ludlsw, Ea’mund iv. 42.

Lyttelton, Georgf, lord, I.‘/rll 198.

Marrmge afl, account of, vi 125.

Marvell, Andrew, iv. 126

Mary 1. queen of England, her acceflion, i, 186
Married to Philip prince of Spain, 279. Account
of her death, 285.

Mary, queen of Seots, account of her, ‘ii. 9o, 3go,
104,.195. -

Maffacre of Paris, account of; ii, 94s

Militia aé?, vi. -170. 5

Milton, Fobn, iv. 214,

Minorca taken by the French, vi. 168,

Mangjicries, diffolution of them, i. 248.

Monk, General, duke of Albermarle, iv. 37.

Mantague, Edward earl of Sandwich, iv. g2.

More,
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More, Sir Thomas, i. 62. . )
Mufewm, the Britifh, account of its inflitution,
vi, 301. :
: N.
Nantz, the edit of, révoked, v. 17.
Nafeby, battle of, iv, 16.
Netherlands, -the ftates of, protedted by queen Eli«
zabeth, ii. 100. .
——, fhake off the Spanifth yoke, 118.
Newfoundland difcovered, i. 288.
Newtan, Sir Ifaac, vo 3006.
Nava Scotia colony fettled, vi. 159.

Obfervatory, the royal, at Greenwich, built, v. 268.
O’ Neale, Sir Phelim, account of his rcbellion in
Ireland, iv. 162.

P 7 ;
Pantalosn de Saay Don, beheaded, iv. 47"
Parker, Matthew, archbifhop of Canterbury, ii. 39.
Parliament, the long, diffolved, iv, 2
Parr, Catherine, queen to Henry VIIL, marries Sir
Thomas Seymeur, i. 137. a coalpiracy againft
her life, 233. ¥
Pelbam, Thomas Holles, duke of Newcaftle, vi. 145,
Pelbam, Henry, vi. 150,
Penfion parliament, v. 2.
Perrot, Sir Fobn, ii. 123. |
Petition of right, account of, 1ii. T49.
Petty, Siv William, iv. 261.
Plague, the, in London, iv. 89.
Plays, New, fubjected to a licence, vi. 180,
Pole, Cardinal, 1. '269. '
Pope; Alexander, vi. 241.
Porteus, Captain, account of, Vi, 237. ",
Pragmatic Sanétion, fupported by Georgel, vi. 74.
Prior, Matthew, v. 117. :
Proteflants, that name firlt given to’ per{ons pro-
fefling the reformed religion, i. 197.
¢ ) Puritans,
6

3
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Puritans, account of, ii. 49.
Pym, Mr. impeaches the carl of Strafford, iii. 163.
R

Radcliffe, Dr. obny v. 231.

Raleigh, Sir Walter, iii. 23.

Ramzlies, battle of, v. 141.

Rebellion in Scotland, vi. 46 and r55.

Reformation from popery promoted, by a tranflation
of the Bible into Englith, i. 231 and 247.

Refloration of Charles II. iv. 87.

Revolution, the glorious, v. 4.

Ridley, Nicholas, bifhop of London, i, 232.

Rooke, Sir George, v. 60.

Roufe, Richard, poifons the bifhop of Rochefter’s
foup, 1. g8. ]

Ruffel, IWilliam, lord, account of his trial and death,
1v. 155. :

Ruffia company of London eftablithed, i. 295.

Rye-houfe plat, account of, iv. 154+

S

Sackville, Thomas, earl of Dorfet, iii. 1.

Savile, Sir George, marquis of Halifax, v. 28.

School, St. Paul’s, founded, i. 13.

Seceffion, the famous, vi, 190.

Selden, Fobn, iv. 19g.

‘S‘e){maur,6 Faney queen to Heney VIIIL. her death
1. 116, C

Seymour, Edward, duke of Somerfet, i, 131.

Seymour, Sir Thomas, 1i. 137.

Shakefpeare, William, ii. 277,

Shovel, Sir Cloud fly, v. so.

Shrines, popith, removed from the charches, i. 249.

Sidney, Sir Philip, ii. 103,

Sloane, Sir Hars, vi. 29 X

Society, the Royal, account of, iv, 266. and v. 175,

Somerfet-houfe in the Strand, built by Edward Sey-
mour, duke of Somerfet, i, 152. NP e

¢ Soutbampton,
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Southampton, made a mart for the woollen manu-
~ factures of England, i. 18q.
Speed, Fobn, iii. 274.
Sgelmmz Sir Henry, iii. 278.
Spenfer, Edmund, ii. 262. :
Sportsy book of, revived, iii. 208: .
Stanhope, Philip Dormeryearl of Chefterfield, vi. 176.
Steel-yard corporation of merchants diflolved, i. 18q.
Style, the alteration of it, vi. 160.
Swift, Dr. Fonathan, vi. 268.
Sydney Algernony iv. 148.
T

Temple, Sir William, v. 35.

Thomfon, Fames, vi. 286.

Thornbill, Siv Fames, vi. 236. .

Throgmorton, Sir Nicholas, fome account of himy
H. 188.

Throne of England declared vacant, v. 131,

Tillotfon, Fohn, archbithop of Canterbury, v. 8.

Tinian, the ifland of, defcribed, vi. r12. J

Tonnage and Poundage levied by €Charles 1. without
the confent of parliament, iv. 8.

Tournay {urrendered to I-%;:nry VIIL 1. 26. -

Vigo, the French and Spanith fleets defeated before

that place, by Sir George Rooke, v. 68.
Villiers, George, duke of Buckingham, iii. 8.
the younger, duke of Buckingham, iv. 186.
Virginia, colony fettled, iii. g0.
Union of the crowns of England and Scotland, iii. 1.
Upher, Fames, archbithop of Armagh, iii. 297.
Utrecht, the peace of, v. 164.

W.

Waller, Edmund, iv. 252. q
HWalpole, Sir Robert, earl of Orford, vi. 26.
Falfingham, Siv Francis, ii. 113. b
Wentworth, Mr. fent to the Tower for his freedom
of fpecch in parliament, ii. 56.
Wentworth,
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Wentworth, Sit Thomas, earl of Straﬂ‘ord, iii. 159.
Whitlocke, Bu Ifirode, fome account of, iv. 36 and 44,
W}Ilzam 111, and quyen Mary I1. their acce{ﬁon,

o 5
Il/zllmms, Fohn, archbnfhop of York, iii. 226.
Wilfe, General, vi. g3 Conquers debec, ‘and
account of his death, 105.

IVo/fy, cardinal, i. 8.
Ward’s halfpence in Ireland fuppreﬂ'ed vi. 281,

Wreny Sit Chriflopher, v. 288.
Y.

Yorke, Philip, earl of Hardwicke, vi. 122.
7 4

Zutphen, in the Netherlar;ds, account of the ﬁegq

of that place, ii. 103.




EXPLANATION
OF THE

g Ty e S S DA 5

Vor. 1.

An allegoncal Defign, reprefenting VALOUR,
Wrspom, and P1ETY, conduéting a Britith
Youth to the Temple of Fame.

Vor. II.

An elegant Defign in Honour of Queen.
EL1zABETH,

Vor. III
’?I’he Death of the Patriot HAMPDEN.
Vor. IV.

The Bill of nghts delivered to WrLL1AM and
MARY to be figned, .before they afcended the
Throne.

Vob. V.

.
The Landing of GEorGE I. at Greenwich,
foon after his Acceffion.

o

Yor N1,

“The Monument ereted to the Memory of General
WoLFE in Weftmisifter - abbey.


















