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PREFACE

The circumstances conuected with the Bintish occupation

of the Cape of Good Hope are in some degree peculiar^ and

it has been perhaps unavoidable that the measures adopted

by successive Governors have represented rather a series of

shifts and compromises than any well-matured and definite

policy on the part of Great Britain. It is, at any rate, very

certain that, during the last thirty years, some most serious

blunders have been committed, and that we are now suffer-

ing the evil effect of the vacillating and inconsistent policy

which has been applied to the settlement of our domestic

troubles, and of our difficulties with the Border Tribes. It

is only very lately indeed that we have received the gracious

assurance that the theories and traditions of the Colonial

Office will no longer be adhered to in spite of remonstrances

from those whose local knowledge, political experience, and

unblemished reputation for loyal attachment to the Crown,

may fairly be deemed titles to respect and consideration.

This gratifying change in our relations with the Depart-

ment, which is practically our only Court of Appeal, may
not unfairly be attributed to the light thrown upon the

real bearing of colonial questions by such writers as

Mr. Merivale, Mr. Money, whose work upon Java is a

valuable manual of government, and Mr. Arthur Helps,

who has drawn most striking lessons for our future guid-

ance from the history of the Spanish Colonies of South

America.

The unexpectedly disastrous termination of those internal

disputes which led to the original settlement of the Colony

of Natal, and of the Orange Free State, as well as

the prodigious loss of life and property entailed upon the
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VI PRKFACE.

Empire by the Kafir wars^ may surely be ascribed as much
to a want of proper and reliable information by the Home
authorities as to the influence or intrigues of interested

parties within the Colony.

The recent embroilment of the Orange Free State with

the Basutos, which led to the latter being received under

British protection, has naturally excited a great deal of

public attention; and, although there is every reason to

rest assured that the political significance of the dispute

has been fairly represented in Downing-street by Sir Philip

Wodehouse, it has occurred to the compiler of these pages

that the present time offers a favourable opportunity for

supporting His Excellencj^'s measures in so far as they

have received Imperial sanction, and also for suggesting

their extension on a larger scale than he has perhaps

ventured to recommend.

The object of the present Publication is to place before

our fellow-colonists, and others in the Mother Country

connected with us by ties of association and interest, an

intelligent expression of public feeling in the existing

crisis. Many sources of information have been resorted

to, and the opinions of difierent classes of society em-

bodied, and much that has already appeared in the local

press has been reprinted. The influence of newspapers,

though powerful, is also ephemeral, and it may be fairly

presumed that even careful readers are occasionally pre-

cluded from noticing some particular issue whei'e points of

fact have been adduced which have an important relation

to the whole case. Thus, e.g., the letters signed ''Colonist"

have been reproduced in extenso at the risk of incurring

the imputation of tautology, because the writer has endea-

voured logically to follow up every phase of the argument

which has been developed by the progress of events, and

to leave no occurrence of importance unnoticed. For the

same reason, there has been annexed 'the memorial pre-

sented by some influential London merchants to His Grace

the Duke of Buckingham, in anticipation of his reception

of the Orange Free State Deputation, and which, in
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fact, may be regarded as a "couuter-blast" to tlie repre-

sentatious of the deleg'ates. It is a faithful record of the

history of the abauduumeut of the Sovereignty, and the

alignments with which it ably advocates the re-assertion

of British authority beyond the Orange River cannot easily

be refuted.

If matters rest where they are, a collision between the

inhabitants of the Free State and the Basutos is imminent,

and in the event of any outbreak, the latter would naturally

apply for, and be entitled to, assistance from this Colony.

The position of British subjects within the State (and it

will be observed that the quceMio ve.vata of the legal inde-

pendence of all its inhabitants is far from being decided)

will again be fraught with trouble and difficulty. The

exercise of force would, of course, quickly repress all resist-

ance to the authority of Great Britain, but the employment

of such means would on every account be deprecated, as

tending to widen the breach which already exists between

the Colonists and those whom real or imaginary griev-

ances originally drove over the Orange River, and as

offering a specious argument to those factious demagogues

whose interest lies in fomenting disaffection to the British

Crown.

There can be but little doubt that, if the suffrages of all

intelligent residents in the Free State who have a substan-

tial stake in the country were fairly collected, a decided

majority would bo in favour of British rule ; and that, as the

advantages of such an arrangement became apparent, the

task of dealing with the Transvaal Republic would be simple

and straightforward, rendering any appeal to coercive action

entirely unnecessary.

The anarchy, lawlessness, and demoralization, the com-

mercial stagnation, and utter insecurity of life and property

which prevail in the Free State—suggestive rather of a

mediaeval community under the ban of a Papal interdict

than any picture of modern times—are graphically described

in the following pages, and call loudly for the interference

of the British Government, while the pecuniary loss this
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state of tilings entails upon our mercantile community^

tliougli in one sense a secondary consideration, is one which

is not likely to he forgotten.

The existence of slavery, with all its attendant horrors,

in the Transvaal Republic, and the continued recurrence

of those raids against tribes who are anxious to proffer

fealty to England, which, if not actually authorized by

those in power, are never discountenanced, are a dis-

grace to civilization ; and, apart from missionary views

of such questions, which it is not within the province of

this Pamphlet to plead, all must feel keenly and strongly

the extraordinary apathy which permits an obscure and

semi-barbarous State to violate every principle of humanity

in the perpetration of cruelties which Great Britain has

attempted to suppress at the cost of precious blood and

millions of treasure.

It is perhaps premature to speculate upon the conse-

quences which might follow the discovery in any quantity

of gold or precious stones beyond our boundary, but is

it not highly probable that the reports of their abundance,

which have already been circulated, may induce an immigra-

tion from various parts of the world of a horde of adven-

turers, whose presence in a country free from the restraints

of law and order would be a new and powerful element of

discord ?

The chronic disturbances on the Western and North-

western Frontier have now risen to a height which should

convince us that the antagonism between the Boers and

the Native Tribes is as deep-seated as it is fatal to the

progress of the out-lying settlers.

The only substantial guarantee for the future prosperity

of South Africa, for the development of its pastoral and
mineral resources, and for the extension of Christianity and
civilization to the Aborigines, would be a policy which

should extend our frontier over the whole continent from

Walwich Bay to the Zambesi River ; which should give a

Lieutenant-Governor and a nominated Legislative Council

to the Orange Free State and the Transvaal Republic,
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subsidise the leading Native Chiefs, appoint men of charac-

ter, energy, and experience as British Residents at the

head-quarters of every important tribe, and ensure respect

to our traders and explorers, as well as security to border

farmers, by adding largely to the strength and efficiency of

the Frontier Armed Mounted Police.

If this scheme should ever be favourably entertained, it

will be found that its details present few of those difficulties

which are believed to be inseparable from any policy having

Annexation or Confederation for its basis ; and there can be

no doubt that its adoption, in one shape or another, would

alone secure to us and our descendants permanent peace

and prosperity.

It is also hoped that this publication will be consi-

dered to have appeared at an opportune moment, if it have

the least effect in persuading the Orange Free State

Government, now that their delegates have returned from

England, to enter upon amicable negotiation with the

Queen's representative at the Cape, " for a solution of its

difficulty with the Basutos on the basis of mutual conces-

sions, and a willingness also to come under British rule ;" or

if it be in any remote degree instrumental in inducing Her
Majesty's Government to retrace the fatal step taken in

1854, and to resume British Sovereignty northward of the

Orange River in South Africa.

Cape Town, Decvmhcr, 1S6S.
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FREE STATE AND BASUTO QUESTION.

#:Kdal goatmcrits, gl^solutbits of |puWk gttethtgs,

&c., &c.

Extract from Speech of Sir Philip Wodehouse
AT THE Prorogation of the Cape Parliament,
September 2, 1868.

There remains still for final adjustment one question of

importance in its effect on the native tribes,—that of the

reception as British subjects of the tribe of the Basutos, which
I sincerely hope may be so accomplished as not only to secure

their welfare, but to pave the way for other beneficial changes
in due season on the northern bank of the Orange Eiver.

Speaking entirely on my own responsibility, giving expression
only to my own opinions, I may say that I regard the measures
which severed from their allegiance the European communities
in those regions to have been founded in error ; and that it

will be a blessing for all if, with their general and hearty con-
currence, they can be restored in a general sense to their fcvrmer

position. I should not wish to be regarded as an advocate of

the actual union of any of them with the Colony of the Cape.
This Colony is already large enough—probably too large—for

the population by which it is likely for many years to "be

inhabited ; and the extension of it beyond the Orange Eiver
would, it is to be feared, cause a renewal of those demands for

disunion, whether under the name of Separation or Federation,
which have done so much mischief, and which I rejoice to see

dying out. What is to be hoped for, in my opinion, is the
creation, beyond the river, of a large and well-organized
Government, bound to this Colony only by a common allegiance,

by the ties of kinship, by congenial laws, by just covenants,
and by a common desire to extend the blessings of Christianity,

peace, and civilization to all within their reach.



The Transvaal Convention between Her Majesty's

Assistant Commissioners, Major W. Hogge and
C. M. Owen, Esq., and a Deputation of Emigrant
Farmers, headed by A. W. H. Pretorius, Com-
mandant-General, January 17, 1852.

The Assistant Commissioners guarantee in the fullest man-
ner, on the part of the British Government, to the emigrant
farmers beyond the Vaal Eiver, the right to manage their own
affairs and to govern themselves according to their own laws,

without any interference on the part of the British Govern-
ment ; and that no encroachment shall be made by the said

Government on the territory beyond, to the north of the Vaal
River : with the further assurance that the warmest wish of

the British Government is, to promote peace, free trade, and
friendly intercourse with the emigrant farmers now inhabiting,

or who hereafter may inhabit, that country ; it being under-

stood that this system of non-interference is binding upon both
parties.

Should any misunderstanding hereafter arise as to the true

meaning of the words " The Vaal River," this question, in so

far as regards the line from the source of that river over the

Draakenberg, shall be settled and adjusted by commissioners
chosen by both parties.

Her Majesty's Assistant Commissioners hereby disclaim all

alliances whatever and with whomsoever of the coloured

nations to the north of the Vaal River.

It is agreed that no slavery is or shall be permitted or

practised in the country to the north of the Vaal River, by the

emigrant farmers.

Mutual facilities and liberty shall be afforded to traders and
travellers on both sides of the Vaal River ; it being understood

that every wagon containing ammunition and fire-arms, coming
from the south side of the Vaal River, shall produce a cer-

tificate signed by a British Magistrate or other functionary

duly authorized to grant such : and which shall state the

quantities of such articles contained in said wagon, to the

nearest Magistrate north of the Vaal River, who shall act in

the case as the regulations of the emigrant fai:mers direct. It

is agreed, that no objection shall be made by any British

authority against the emigrant boers purchasing their supplies

of ammunition in any of the British colonies and possessions

of South Africa ; it being mutually understood that all trade

in ammunition with the native tribes is prohibited both by the

British Government and the emigrant farmers, on both sides

of the Vaal River.



It is agreed, that so far as possible, all criminals and other

guilty parties who may fly from justice, either way across the

Vaal Eiver, shall be mutually delivered up, if such should be

required, and that the British Courts, as well as those

of the emigrant farmers, shall be mutually open to each

other for all legitimate processes, and that summonses for

witnesses sent either way across the Vaal Eiver, shall

be backed by the Magistrates on each side of the same
respectively, to compel the attendance of such witnesses when
required.

It is agreed, that certificates of marriage issued by the

proper authorities of the emigrant farmers, shall be held valid

and sufficient to entitle children of such marriages to receive

portions accruing to them in any British colony or possession

in South Africa.

It is agreed, that any and every person now in possession of

land and residing in British Territory, shall have free right and
power to sell his said property and remove unmolested across

the Vaal Eiver, and vice versa ; it being distinctly understood
that this arrangement does not comprehend criminals, or

debtors, without providing for the payment of their just and
lawful debts.

Articles of Convention between Sir G. Kussel
Clerk, K.C.B., and J. P. Hoffman, President,
AND other Delegates, February 23, 1854.

1. Her Majesty's Special Commissioner, in entering into

a Convention for finally transferring the Government of the

Orange Eiver Territory to the representatives delegated by
the inhabitants to receive it, guarantees on the part of Her
Majesty's Government, the future independence of that country
and its government ; and that after the necessary preliminary
arrangements for making over the same between Her Majesty's

Special Commissioner and the said representatives shall have
been completed, the inhabitants of the country shall then be
free. And that this independence shall, without unnecessary
delay, be confirmed and ratified by an instrument, promulgated
in such foi*m and substance as Her Majesty may approve,
finally freeing them from their allegiance to the British

Crown, and declaring them, to all intents and purposes, a
free and independent people, and their Government to be
treated and considered thenceforth a free and independent
Government.

2. The British Government has no alliance whatever with
any native chiefs or tribes to the northward of the Orange
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River, with the exception of the Griqua chief, Captain Adanl
Kok ; and Her Majesty's Government has no wish or

intention to enter hereafter into any treaties which may
be injurious or prejudicial to the interests of the Orange Eiver
Government.

3. With regard to the treaty existing between the British

Government and the chief Captain Adam Kok, some modi-
fication of it is indispensable. Contrary to the provisions of

that treaty, the sale of lands in the Inalienable Territory has
been of frequent occurrence, and the principal object of the

treaty thus disregarded. Her Majesty's Government therefore

intends to remove all restrictions preventing Griquas from
selling their lands ; and measures are in progress for the pur-

pose of affording every facility for such transactions,—the

chief Adam Kok having, for himself, concurred in and sanc-

tioned the same. And with regard to those further alterations,

arising out of the proposed revision of relations with Captain
Adam Kok, in consequence of the aforesaid sales of land hav-

ing from time to time been effected in the Inalienable Territory,

contrary to the stipulations of the Maitland Treaty, it is the

intention of Her Majesty's Special Commissioner, personally,

without any unnecessary loss of time, to establish the affairs

in Griqualand on a footing suitable to the just expectations of

all parties.

4. After the withdrawal of Her Majesty's Government from
the Orange Eiver Territory, the new Orange Eiver Government
shall not permit any vexatious proceedings towards those of

Her Majesty's present subjects remaining within the Orange
Eiver Territory, who may heretofore have been acting under
the authority of Her Majesty's Government, for or on account
of any acts lawfully done by them, that is, under the law as it

existed during the occupation of the Orange Eiver Territory by
the British Government. Such persons shall be considered to

be guaranteed in the possession of their estates by the new
Orange Eiver Government.

Also with regard to those of Her Majesty's present subjects,

who may prefer to return under the dominion and authority of

Her Majesty, to remaining where they now are, as subjects of

the Orange Eiver Government, such persons shall enjoy full

right and facility for the transfer of their properties, should
they desire to leave the country under the Orange Eiver Go-
vernment, at any subsequent period within three years from
the date of this convention.

5. Her Majesty's Government and the Orange Eiver Govern-
ment shall, within their respective territories, mutually use
every exertion for the suppression of crime, and keeping the

peace, by apprehending and delivering up all criminals who
may have escaped or fled from justice either way across the

Orange Eiver ; and the courts, as well the British as those of



the Orange Eiver Government, shall be mutually open and

available to the inhabitants of both territories for all lawful

processes. And all summonses for witnesses, directed either

way across the Orange River, shall be countersigned by the

magistrates of both Governments respectively ; to compel the

attendance of such witnesses, when and where they may be

required ; thus affording to the community north of the

Orange River every assistance from the British courts, and
giving, on the other hand, assurance to such colonial mer-

chants and traders as have naturally entered into credit trans-

actions in the Orange River Territory, during its occupation by
the British Government, and to whom, in many cases, debts

may be owing, every facility for the recovery of just claims in

the Courts of the Orange River Government. And Her
Majesty's Special Commissioner will recommend the adoption

of the like reciprocal privileges by the Government of Natal,

in its relations with the Orange River Government.
6. Certificates issued by the proper authorities, as well in

the colonies and possessions of Her Majesty as in the Orange
River Territory, shall be held valid and sufficient to entitle

heirs of lawful marriages, and legatees, to receive portions and
legacies accruing to them respectively, either within the

jurisdiction of the British or Orange River Government.
7. The Orange River Government shall, as hitherto, permit

no slavery, or trade in slaves, in their territory north of the

Orange River.

8. The Orange River Government shall have freedom to

purchase their supplies of ammunition in any British colony

or possession in South Africa, subject to the laws provided for

the regulation of the sale and transit of ammunition in such
colonies and possessions ; and Her Majesty's Special Com-
missioner will recommend to the Colonial Government, that

privileges of a liberal character, in connection of import duties

generally, be granted to the Orange River Government, as

measures in regard to which it is entitled to be treated with
every indulgence, in consideration of its peculiar position and
distance from the sea-ports.

9. In order to promote mutual facilities and liberty to traders

and travellers, as well in the British possessions as in those of

the Orange River Government, and it being the earnest wish of

Her Majesty's Government that a friendly intercourse between
these territories should at all times subsist, and be promoted by
every possible arrangement, a consul or agent of the Britisla

Government, whose especial attention shall be directed to the

promotion of these desirable objects, will be stationed within the

colony, near to the frontier, to whom access at all times may
readily be had by the inhabitants on both sides of the Orange
River, for advice and information, as circumstances may
require.



Protest of the Committee of Delegates of the
Sovereignty, February 17, 1854.

Bloemfontein, Orange Biver Sovereignty,
17th February, 1864.

To His Grace the Duke of Newcastle,
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies,

dc, dc, dc.

The solemn Protest of the Committee appointed by the
Assembly of Delegates of the Orange Eiver Sovereignty.

We declare the late acts of Her Majesty's Special Commis-
sioner, Sir George Eussel Clerk, to be illegal, unconstitutional,

and in violation of the terms of Her Majesty's Commission,
whereby he is enjoined to " enable the inhabitants to establish

peaceable and orderly Government" in the Orange Eiver

Sovereignty ; his proceedings on the contrary being certain to

involve the country in irretrievable anarchy, confusion, and
misrule; in confirmation of which assertion, we subjoin a

statement of the transactions which have taken place since

the arrival of Sir G. Clerk in this country, condemning and
protesting against his acts in connection therewith.

On his arrival in the Sovereignty, an Assembly of Delegates,

publicly elected throughout the several districts, was convened
at Bloemfontein on the 5th September last by a Government
notice dated 9th August, 1853, and published by his authority.

That Assembly, at his recommendation, elected as a Committee
of their number " for the purpose of considering a form of

government for this territory, and for communicating with Her
Majesty's Special Commissioner on all matters connected there-

with;" the Committee being " specially enjoined not to receive

this country from this British Government until the questions

alluded to in Sir G. Clerk's reply of yesterday are satisfactorily

settled, and full authority received from the Imperial Parlia-

ment ratifying all his acts."

The Assembly of Delegates further instructed their Committee
•' not to entertain any proposals for the formation of an indepen-
dent government until certain questions should have been
adjusted to their entire satisfaction ;" it being left the Committee
" to entertain any other question which might appear to them
important to the interests of the country."

After the appointment of the Committee, the Assembly
recorded their protest against the withdrawal of British protec-

tion, and then adjourned.



A copy of the resolutions passed by the Assembly of Delegates

having been sent to Sir G. Clerk on the 9th September, he
replied that some of the proposals were very reasonable, and
that some he could not entertain, without, however, specifying

any but the fourth, regarding a guarantee against interference

from beyond the Vaal Eiver.

On the 9th September a deputation of our number waited
upon Sir G. Clerk, and expressed, in the name of the Com-
mittee, their desire to render him their assistance in any way
in which it might be available. He replied, that he was not

yet sufficiently advanced in his duties, or sufficiently acquainted
with the different matters to be attended to by him, to be able

at that moment to avail himself of their services ; and stated

that he would give the chairman due notice when he desired

the Committee to re-assemble.

On the 10th November the Committee again met for the

purpose of electing a Vice Chairman, when Sir G. Clerk was
duly made acquainted with their sittings, but did not avail

himself of their services,

A system of agitation was then commenced by certain

persons, countenanced and encom'aged by Sir G. Clerk, for the

evident purpose of prejudicing their representatives in the
eyes of the public. The leaders of this agitation held private

meetings in different places, at which certain pseudo-representa-
tives were chosen.

On the 10th January a Government Notice appeared, sum-
moning " all persons who, on the part of the inliabitants, are
now prepared to discuss with Her Majesty's Special Commis-
sioner the terms upon which the independent government of

this territory will be transferred to their hands," to assemble at

Bloemfontein on the 15th February.
We, being the only persons legally and constitutionally

authorized for the purpose, assembled on the appointed day,
and informed Sir G. Clerk of our readiness to treat with
him.
The pseudo-representatives above mentioned also assembled

and held a meeting, from which the public were excluded by
Government authority.

Sir G. Clerk entered into negotiations with these persons
with the view of resigning the Government of this portion of
Her Majesty's dominions into their hands, or to a Government
about to be formed by them, and refused to acknowledge or
treat with us the lawfully elected representatives of the people,
without even deigning to give any public notice of his intention
to ignore us, or recognize others as such.

In so doing and in guaranteeing to them, that their so-

called new Goveniment will be considered independent, he
has unlawfully exceeded the powers invested in him by th*
Royal commission.
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We are well aware that the bulk of the inhabitants whom we
lawfully represent will never agree to succumb to the govern-
ment thus attempted to be forced upon them ; and we declare

that Sir George Clerk, by consenting to its formation, after

having been informed by our chairman of the probable
consequences, has made himself answerable for the anarchy,
and insecurity of life and property, which must inevitably ensue

;

and as the representatives of this people we hold the British

Government resj)onsible for all the consequences of the above-
mentioned illegal and unconstitutional acts of him, their

accredited agent.

On the part of the Committee of Delegates,

(Signed) H. J. HALSE, Vice-Chairman.

God Save The Queen !

Resolutions of a large Public Meeting, held at

Bloemfontein, February 17, 1854.

1. That the sentiments expressed in the following Eesolu-

tion, passed this morning by the Committee of Delegates, be

adopted by this meeting :

—

" That the Committee having been informed by Her Majesty's

Special Commissioner that he is now engaged in treating with
persons who are not legally authorized for that purpose, pro-

test against all his acts in connection with such persons in

the strongest terms, and declare that the resignation of the

Government of the country into their hands is in direct

contravention to the terms of his Commission, and that we,

or those we represent, never will submit to any Government
so formed, and that the Special Commissioner be requested

to forward a copy of our protest to Her Majesty's Secretary

of State for the Colonies, to whom we will also forward a copy
direct."

2. That this meeting denounces the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Special Commissioner as illegal and unconstitu-

tional. That it regards his attempt to thrust upon the in-

habitants of the Sovereignty a Government composed of per-

sons who have been elected at private meetings of only a

section of the community, and not convened by public notice,

with unmitigated disgust, and we hereby declare our deter-

mination not to acknowledge the authority of such Govern-
ment or to obey its mandates, and we call upon our fellow

countrymen to support us to the utmost of their power in this

determination.



3. That as our allegiance has been always, and up
to this moment is, entire and undivided, and as the Special

Commissioner, Sir George Clerk, has acknowledged that

he has been invested with no power whatever to absolve

us therefrom, nor any more, of course, to annul, by his

own single authority, the Act of Parliament of William
IV., we declare that his proceedings have been unauthorized

by his Commission, and contrary to Her Most Gracious
Majesty's will and wish, as expressed in that docu-

ment.
4. Eesolved, that we declare all dealings of the Special Com-

missioner, Sir George Clerk, with any persons, not freely

elected, whom he may, by either public or private, open
or underhand, means, pretend to call representatives of the

people of this Sovereignty, are, ipso facto, null and void, and
shall not be recognized by us.

5. That should it become a certainty that the Special Com-
missioner will carry out the unjust measure of abandonment,
and hand us over to the power of men in whose election

we have had no voice, and in whom we have no confidence,

whenever that measure be gazetted, that the Committee
of Delegates, assisted by a permanent com mittee at Bloem-
fontein, shall proceed to organize a suitable and efficient

Government for this country, which Government we pledge
ourselves to support to the utmost extent of our power.

Resolutions of a Public Meeting at Smithfield,
Makch 2, 1854.

That this meeting has this day learned by the Bloemfontein

Gazette that Her Majesty's Special Commissioner has entered

into a convention with, and handed over the Government of

this country to men in whom we have no confidence, who were
neither legally elected nor represent the majority of the people,

while the delegates duly elected by the people were pre-

pared to take over the Government on sound constitutional

principles.

That this meeting has learned with feelings of indignation,

that a body of men termed the New Government, countenanced
by Her Majesty's Special Commissioner, Sir George Kussell
Clerk, has authorized the levy of four hundred Burghers, with
pay of 4s. per diem each, guaranteed by Sir George Clerk, for

purpose of forcing independent government upon us, and com-
pelling us to submit to the rule of men in whom we have no
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ooufidenoe, and whom we will not recognize or obey. That as

loyal British subjects we are resolved not to be deprived of the

rights and privileges of Englishmen by Sir George E. Clerk,

and that till our allegiance has been repudiated by an Act of

Parliament, we will establish a Provisional Government
acknowledging allegiance only to Her Most Gracious Majesty
Queen Victoria.

Kesolved, that we will not submit to any appointment of

Landdrost, or other officers, made by Mr. Ho£fman's Govern-
ment, but should any such appointments be made, to be

stationed at Smithfield, we will expel them forthwith.

Kesolved, that this meeting, before separating for the day,

do with heart and lungs nurtured and invigorated by the un-
tainted air of freedom, and with right true loyal feelings, join

devotedly, first, in our most beautiful and sacred National
Anthem, and then sincerely and vigorously in three times three

hearty cheers for our beloved Sovereign Lady Queen Victoria,

and may her reign and that of her children be long and
permanent, happy and glorious, over the Orange River
Sovereignty.

Cape Town Petition to the Imperial Parliament,
IN February, 1854.

The humble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants of

Cape Town and its neighbourhood.

Humbly Showeth,—
That the Orange Eiver Sovereignty was taken formal pos-

session of by Governor Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Smith,
in February, 1848, while holding the office of Her Majesty's

High Commissioner, for settling and adjusting the affairs of

the countries bordering upon this country, by whose authority

the lands were either sold or granted in perpetual quitrent, and
whose proceedings were duly confirmed by Her Majesty's

Ministers.

That these authoritative arrangements for the settlement of

the country as a British possession, induced numbers of Her
Majesty's subjects to settle therein, and to embark their capital

in trade and agriculture, by which means it rapidly advanced ;

and in the course of the following five years had assumed the

aspect of a thriving British Settlement, producing abundance
of black cattle, extensive flocks of wool-bearing sheep, stock,
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&nd other articles of various descriptions, adapted to the pur-

poses of trade and commerce, thus affording every prospect of

being enabled, at no very distant period, under the fostering

care of Her Majesty's Government, to defray the expense of

such military force as might be required for its protection,

while the loyal and respectable portion of the inhabitants are

most anxious to remain under Her Majesty's rule and govern-

ment.
That in the early part of 1853, Her Majesty was graciously

pleased to issue Her Koyal Commission to His Excellency Sir

George Clerk, requiring and enjoining him " to take all such
measures, and to do all such matters and things, as can and may
lawfully and discreetly be done" by the said Sir George Clerk,

by virtue of the said Eoyal Commission, "for settling the

affairs of the Orange Kiver Sovereignty, and for determining

the disputes which exist between the natives and other inhabi-

tants thereof, and for enabling the said inhabitants to establish

peace and orderly government therein."

That on his arrival at Bloemfontein, Sir George Clerk

invited the said inhabitants to select delegates for the purpose
of communicating with him on the subject of his mission ; and
accordingly each district sent one or two delegates to represent

them at the conference with His Excellency.

When this meeting took place the delegates were confounded
by Sir George Clerk's announcement that his mission was—not
for arranging the affairs of the Sovereignty, and determining
the disputes between the natives and other inhabitants, with a
view to the establishment of peace and orderly government, but
for the reverse of all these, viz., for the total abandonment of

the settlement as a British possession, and the establishment

of independent power throughout the Sovereignty, on the

very border of our Colonial territory, and between that and a
highly important portion of the native tribes.

Of course, when the delegates heard this announcement, it

became impossible for them, when such appalling prospects

opened to their view, to lend their countenance to a project of

BO alarming a character ; consequently, after some unavailable

interview and correspondence, Sir George Clerk formally dis-

solved them as a representative body.

But the subject was one which too deeply involved the future

peace and welfare of their adopted country to enable them to

abandon it, while any hope remained of arresting its ultimate
overthrow. They therefore determined upon dispatching their

chairman. Dr. Eraser, and the Eev. Andrew Murray, the
Minister of the Dutch Eeformed Church at Bloemfontein,
to represent their case to Her Majesty's Government, and who
proceeded by the Queen of the South mail-steamer.

The departure of these gentlemen having been made known
to Sir George Clerk, it was naturally hoped and expected that
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His Excellency would not have pressed forward his measures

till the result of the deputation to England should be known,
but that he would have reported the anticipated result of the

measures he had been instructed to adopt, and wait for further

instructions.

But these hopes and expectations have been disappointed, and
that too in a manner which has rendered the disappointment

more appalling.

On the 23rd February last. Sir George Clerk executed a

convention with twenty-five individuals at Bloemfontein, by
which the Orange Eiver Sovereignty was to be delivered over

to them, and proclaimed a " Free State."

It must be supposed that Sir George Clerk could not have
known, when he thus recognized these men as "the represen-

tatives of the people," that several of them are not British

subjects—not residents in the country, whose interests they

affect to represent—that many of them have been engaged in

rebellion against Her Majesty's Government ; that for the

apprehension of the most prominent among them, Sir Harry
Smith offered a reward of five hundred pounds, and that others

had been fined after they had surrendered. Yet such is the fact,

which the public records of the Colony establish ; and these are

the people to whom has been confided, under the authority of

the Secretary of State, the lives and properties of Her Majesty's

subjects in the Sovereignty, the future welfare of the native

inhabitants, and the peace of South Africa.

A Foreign Eepublic upon the confines of the Colony is ill

calculated to establish peace and maintain orderly government
on either side the boundary. The disputes between the native

and other inhabitants will probably be determined promptly
enough by the annihilation of one or the other, and by deluging

the land with the blood of both, and thus the affairs of the

Sovereignty will be settled, but in a way that will ultimately

compel Her Majesty's Ministers, they may rest assured, to

resume possession of the abandoned territory at a vast expen-

diture of public money, amid the horrors of war, which will far

exceed any which has yet been waged in South Africa.

For the sake then of the peace and prosperity of this pro-

ductive settlement

;

For the protection of Her Majesty's thriving possessions at

Natal, the overland communication between which and the
Colony is entirely cut off by the abandonment, and is thus
rendered an easy prey to the Foreign Eepublic

;

For the preservation of our border territory, and the main-
tenance of the peace which His Excellency Sir George Cathcart
has s'o happily established with the Kafir tribes

;

And especially for the sake of the native population, whose
chance of civilization will thus be utterly obliterated, and whose
reduction to slavery will become more than probable, notwith-
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standing the provision against the slave trade contained in the

convention
;

But above all, for the honour of the British nation, and for

the sake of justice in behalf of those who have invested their

capital and labour in the country, with implicit confidence in

the good faith of Great Britain
;

Your petitioners humbly pray, that the arrangements made
by Sir Harry Smith, and confirmed by Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, may not be abrogated, and that the convention which the

Special Commissioner has entered into with persons who do
not, as His Excellency has been led to think, represent the

people of the Sovereignty, may be revoked, in order that the

Orange Eiver Sovereignty may remain a possession of the

British Crown.

Memorial from the Cape Merchants in London to
His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, August,
1868.

To the Right Hon. the Duke 0/ Buckingham and Chandos,
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, dc, dc.

May it Please your Grace—
We, the undersigned, all more or less connected with and

interested in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, under-

standing that two Delegates from the adjoining territory,

known as the Orange Free State, are at present in England,
beg to submit the following brief particulars for your Grace's
consideration :

—

That in or about the year 1838 a large number of the Cape
Colonists, being dissatisfied with British rule, for various

reasons, but chiefly in consequence of the abolition of Slavery
which had previously existed there, emigrated beyond the

boundaries of the Colony, and established themselves on a
tract of country since known as the Orange Free State, and
inhabited partly by natives of various races, and from time
to time their number was increased by emigrants from Europe
and from the Colony.
The occupation of this territory led to the usual and inevit-

able results—cattle were stolen from the Farmers, and they in

return made reprisals, and thus in frequent petty conflicts lives

were sacrificed on both sides. This lawless state of things, too

often marked by acts of tyranny and oppression on the part of

the stronger race, led eventually to the interference of the
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Colonial Government, on an appeal for protection being made
by some of the Native Chiefs against the aggressions of Colo-

nists, most of them British-born subjects.

Prior to the action of the Colonial Q-overnment the popula-

tion of the Orange territory had been largely augmented by the

influx of a number of Boers from the territory beyond the

Vaal River, these people having fled there after having been in

open rebellion against British authority in the adjoining dis-

trict of Natal. An attempt on the part of the Colonial Govern-
ment to establish Magisterial supervision over the Orange
River territory was resisted, chiefly at the instigation of these

people, who endeavoured to cast off their allegiance, and pro-

claimed the territory a Republic, independent of British rule.

This precipitate measure, and the revival of a species of

domestic slavery among the emigrant farmers, led to armed
interference on the part of the Home Government ; the terri-

tory was entered by a British force, and the rebellious farmers,

having rashly attacked the troops on their march, were
defeated, and the country was at once proclaimed as British

territory, under the designation of the Orange River
Sovereignty.

The assumption of authority by the Crown over this large

and valuable country was hailed by the emigrants of Dutch
and English descent, as well as by the native tribes who were
scattered over the territory, as the advent of a better state of

things. A British Resident was appointed, and the course of

affairs was marked by unchecked peace and steady prosperity.

A small garrison, at no time exceeding 400 men, was found
adequate to support the Resident's authority. The malcontents
went further Northward and Eastward, and established what is

now known as the Vaal River Republic ; and a large number of

colonists, both of English and Dutch descent, relying on the

stability of British authority, went to reside in the Sovereignty,

purchasing and receiving grants of land, and investing largely

in other property.

During the continuance of the Kafir war of 1852, the British

Resident in the Sovereignty unwisely and needlessly allowed
himself to be forced into a conflict with the Basutos and other

native tribes, in which he met with failure and disaster. This
mismanagement produced serious complications, and the then
Governor of the Cape Colony and High Commissioner, Sir

Harry Smith, was superseded in his Government before he
could apply a remedy.

Sir George Cathcart succeeded to the Government, and, with
the avowed object of sustaining the prestige of the British

name, he marched into Basutoland, and attacked the Basuto
army.
The enormous cost of the Kafir war, and the charges on the

Imperial revenue arising out of this expedition, naturally



15

aroused the attention of the Home Government, and to prevent

further expenditure a gentleman trained in the Civil Service of

the East India Company was sent to ascertain whether it was
practicable to make arrangements for the abandonment of the

whole of the territory.

Proposing to be guided in his decisions and report by the

opinions of those most interested, the residents themselves,

meetings were called throughout the Sovereignty for the election

of Delegates, through whom the public voice was to be ex-

pressed.

The expression of public opinion and feeling thus gained

through those twenty-four Delegates was clear and unmistake-

able ; it was that on every consideration of right, honour,

and expediency, the British Government could not abandon the

Sovereignty.

The views and opinions of the vast majority of the residents

in the Sovereignty, both of European and Native descent,

being at variance with what was evidently a foregone con-

clusion, was entirely disregarded by Her Majesty's Commis-
sioner, who thought fit to recognise, instead of them, a small

knot of persons elected by no competent authorities, possessing

no representative character whatever, notoriously disaffected

towards British authority, and devoid of that moral character

which could alone give their opinions any weight.

But it was on the expression by this convenient clique of

their readiness to undertake the formation of a new Govern-
ment, that the small detachment of troops was withdrawn, and,

by a proclamation, the Queen's authority over the territory was
declared to have ceased.

This unlooked-for decision was loudly and earnestly protested

against as a breach of good faith on the part of the Queen's

Commissioner, who, professing to be guided by public opinion,

had notoriously disregarded it.

The abandonment of the Sovereignty was effected in opposi-

tion to the declared opinions of all the English residents ; by
far the largest and most influential residents of all other races ;

it was earnestly remonstrated against by all classes of the Cape
Colonists ; it was in despite of the urgent entreaties of the

surrounding Native Chiefs, even those with whom we had been
recently at war ; and in stem opposition to the opinion and
advice of every missionary who resided in the country, or knew
anything of its affairs.

When, in the year 1854, the fatal measure of withdrawing
British rule was decided upon, and the territory was abandoned
to the inhabitants, they were not formally absolved from their

allegiance to the British Crown, and to this day, therefore, they
are legally British subjects, a fact which has either been lost

sight of by the Home and Colonial Governments, or otherwise
disregarded for obvious reasons.
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Many of the English abandoned the territory in disgust, and

a Republic, under the name of the Orange Free State, with an
elective President and Council, was at once formed, with results

which all who knew what the disorganised state of society is in

the Free State, fully anticipated.

The residents, unable to find among themselves the materials

for forming a Government (after a period of comparative quiet,

the effect of the arrangements of the previously existing Go-
vernment) have drifted into a series of harassing and protracted

wars between the Free State and the native tribes, involving

great loss of property and the sacrifice of many lives. In the

progress of events, the Free State Government adopted the

idea that the Missionaries labouring among the native tribes

were inimical to European interests, and they passed a law
depriving the native inhabitants of the Mission Stations of

their right in the soil.

This harsh and uncalled-for measure pressed with great

severity on a number of French Protestant Missionaries, who
had long laboured successfully amongst the Basutos, and who
in consequence had to abandon the mission stations on which
large sums of money had been expended, and where their prin-

cipal native congregations were collected.

Moshesh, the Chief of the Basutos, with whom the Free State

has been frequently at war, has, after repeated requests, been
received with all his tribes as British subjects, and the Basuto
country has been proclaimed British territory, a proceeding

which has been resented by the Free State authorities as an
interference between them and a hostile tribe, a large portion of

whose territory they had taken by force of arms, and whom, at

no distant period, they expected to reduce to abject and uncon-
ditional submission.

The Free State Government having refused to allow their

President to treat with the Governor of the Cape Colony as to

the fixing a proper line of boundary, and having determined to

send home a deputation to appeal against the Governor's pro-

ceedings, with what instructions your Memorialists are not
aware, it is incumbent on them to place before your Grace the

views and opinions of by far the larger portion of the residents

in the Free State—of all those commercially connected with
it—of all the native tribes and races, and of a vast majority of

the colonists of the Cape of Good Hope, whose interests are

identical with those of the Orange Free State.

Your Memorialists do not hesitate to state that by all these

classes re-annexation in one form or other as a British Depen-
dency is most earnestly desired ; and they would go further

and say, that by all these classes strong, earnest, and often

repeated remonstrances against the withdrawal of British

authority were made, as being derogatory to the honour of the

Crown, inimical to the best interests of the people, and alike
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fatal to the extension of law and order and the spread of

Christianity and civilization.

It is impossible to convey in language to your Grace an idea

of the state of demoralization to which a large proportion of

the Free State inhabitants have been reduced by the protracted

wars carried on against the native tribes ; but it is sufficient to

state, as of the most pressing and important interest to the

Cape Colonists, that for the past three years, under the pretext

that the State is at war, all the Courts of the Free State have
been closed, and in conse(iuence they have no legal means of

recovering debts, which in the aggregate amount to not less

than £300,000 (Three Hundred Thousand Pounds). That the

wars with the natives are carried on by paper money, issued on
the security of the public lauds, and current at about the value

of lis. to 12s. in the pound—by levies in kind on the residents,

and by a special tax of £40, on each occasion of war, on non-
resident landowners. The paper issue is a legal tender in the

Free State, and as there is no check on its issue beyond the

will of the Volksraad, a further depreciation seems inevitable.

Among the -more comprehensive questions involved, there are

others which impress themselves very forcibly on your Memo-
rialists, as rendering it highly desirable in the interests of

humanity, for the honour of Great Britain, and the welfare of

her Colonies in South Africa, and the due control of a large

territory, the inhabitants of which are still British subjects,

though not under her protection, or amenable to her jurisdic-

tion, that means should be taken for re-asserting British

authority over the region in question. These may be stated

as follows :

—

a The anomalous position of residents in the Free State,

who as subjects of the Queen, and separated only by
geographical lines from the Colonies of the Cape of Good
Hope and Natal, are allowed to exercise independent
authority, and are regarded and treated as Foreigners.

b The inevitable complications which must result from the
altered position of the Basuto nation in relation to Great
Britain and to the Orange Free State.

c The assumed position taken up by the Transvaal Republic,
who by Proclamation have recently defined its boundaries,
adding an immense extent of territory to the Eepublic,
including the country over which a Chief named Matjen
rules, and embracing a large portion of the land contain-
ing the recently-discovered Gold Fields, and extending to
the great Lake N'gami. A very important addition has
also been made on tbe eastern boundary, reaching to the
Eiver Umzuti (including the Pongola and Umzuti Elvers),
to where it discbarges into the ocean on the east coast,

and including one mile of territory on each side of the

c
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river. This river is navigable for a considerable distance

inland, and discbarges itself into Delagoa Bay to the

south of the Portuguese settlement there, thus securing a
good and safe harbour, which may also eventually become
available for the Orange Free State,

d The great changes which may be expected in the con-

dition of the territories through the discovery of gold

and diamonds, and the possibility of Foreign Govern-
ments extending their dominion over them.

e The furtherance of the interests of humanity in putting

down that modified system of slavery which is known to

prevail in the territories north of the Vaal Eiver.

Taking these circumstances into consideration, and others

which might be adduced, we believe that it would be of very
great benefit and advantage to the natives if the British Go-
vernment should assume the protectorate of such of the tribes

as may desire the same ; also that it would be a great ad-

vantage to the Free State people and the Cape and Natal
Colonists, if British authority was resumed in the Free State,

with the consent and concurrence of the people ; and finally,

that it is desirable that no unnecessary delay should occur in

taking the necessary steps, inasmuch as there is good reason to

believe that there will be a considerable migration of Euro-
peans to the gold and diamond fields, which, as already

mentioned, are in the territory of some of the chiefs who de-

sire to enter into alliance with the British Government.
In expressing so decided an opinion as to the political, moral,

and social advantages to be derived from an extension of British

authority over the Orange Free State and adjacent territories,

your memorialists have not lost sight of the fact that con-

sideration of expense in maintaining British authority over the
Sovereignty was the moving cause of that protection being
withdrawn.
But your memorialists do not hesitate to say that these con-

siderations were based on erroneous data and imperfect in-

formation, as well as on a thorough misconception of the

actual state of things existing in the Sovereignty and the
adjacent Basuto territory.

Speaking from a general knowledge of the various races in-

habiting the territories to the north and north-east of the
Colony, and from the experience gained in the neighbouring
Colony of Natal, where large bodies of natives are in subjection

to British authority, your memorialists are led to believe that
the further extension of the authority of the Crown which they
advocate, might be eS'ected without imposiug additional

pecuniary burdens on the Colony or the Imperial revenue.

We have the honour to be

Your Grace's obedient humble Servants.
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Eesolutions of the Natal Legislative Council,

recommending to the favourable consideration

OF Her Majesty's Government the Annexation
OP THE TWO EePUBLICS, THE OrANGE FrEE StATE
AND Transvaal, August, 1868.

1. That the interests of the two South African British

Colonies, viz., the Cape Colony and Natal, are in many respects

so closely united with the Eepublics situated on their several

borders, that a union of these under British rule can scarcely

fail to conduce to the material welfare of the whole, both as a
means of promoting an interchange of friendly relations amongst
them, as well as of providing, by judicious combination, for

their adequate security and confidence in time of danger ; and
estabhshing and regulating commercial intercourse on a per-

manent and satisfactory basis to all parties.

2. That the comparative dependence of these Eepublics on
the Cape Colony and Natal, together with the similarity of the

religion, laws, and customs of the white inhabitants to those of

the same classes inhabiting the two latter colonies, favours the

belief that sooner or later they will be desirous of coming under
the dominion of the British Government.

3. That the Council is therefore of opinion, that with a view
to furtliering the objects above set forth, it would be highly

desirable for Her Majesty's Government favourably to consider

any proposal which the authorities of these Eepublics, being

empowered thereto by the inhabitants, may put forward, affect-

ing their annexation to either the Cape Colony or Natal, or

embracing suggestions with respect to any other form of allied

or separate administration deemed suitable by the majority of

the white inhabitants of such states.

4. That a respectful address be presented to the Lieutenant-
Governor, transmitting to His Excellency copy of the above
resolutions, and requesting His Excellency to forward the same
to the Eight Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for

the favourable consideration of Her Majesty's Government.

2
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Resolutions of the Natal Legislative Council
RESPECTING SlAVERY AND THE HiGH COMMISSIONER,

August, 1868.

1. That in the opinion of this House, the office of High
Commissioner, as exercised at present in relation to this Colony,

is inimical to the maintenance of the prestige and influence of

Her Majesty's Grovernment amongst the Native Tribes of South
East Africa, and the House is guided to this conclusion by the

following considerations :

—

a The High Commissioner, as Governor of the Cape Colony,

resides at Cape Town, which is about 700 miles from the

northern frontier of the Eastern Province, where alone

independent native tribes are to be met with.

b That Natal is surrounded on three sides by territories

chiefly occupied by large and powerful independent tribes,

with whom the local authorities cannot deal, irrespective

of the consent of the High Commissioner at Cape Town.
c That in times of disturbance amongst the surrounding

communities, the Government of Natal is deprived of that

power of timely and effectual action which it might other-

wise exercise with great benefit to the interests of peace
and civilization.

d That ever since the annexation of the Orange Eiver
Sovereignty (since abandoned) in 1848, the emigrant
farmers who settled over the Vaal Eiver, and formed a
Government of their own, under the style of the South
African Eepublic, have carried on a system of slavery,

under the guise of child-apprenticeship—such children

being the result of raids carried on against native tribes,

whose men are slaughtered, but whose children and
property are seized, the one being enslaved and sold as
" apprentices," the other being appropriated.

e That in 1862 this system of slavery was brought to the

notice of the High Commissioner and the Secretary of

State by Lieutenant-Governor Scott, in the form of a
statement made by a Bushman woman named Leya, who
had been captured and enslaved by the boers of the Trans-
vaal Eepublic, but no steps were taken to put an end to

the practice in question.

/ That on the 25th of April, 1865, Lieutenant-Governor
Maclean forwarded to the High Commissioner a statement
made by Mr. W. Martin, of Maritzburg, dated June l&t,

1865, in which clear and positive evidence, acquired
during two visits to the country in 1852 and 1864, was
given at length, and in which certain wrongs suffered by
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the writer, in direct contravention of the treaty entered

into between Her Majesty's Special Commissioners, Hogge
and Owen, in 1852, were set forth.

That the existence of this system of slavery, attended as

it is by indescribable atrocities and evils, is a notorious

fact to all persons acquainted with the Transvaal Kepublic
;

that these so-called "destitute children" are bought and
sold under the denomination of " black ivory ;" that these

evils were fully admitted by persons officially cognizant

of them at a public meeting held at Potchefstroom, the

chief town of the Eepublic, in April, 1868, and that the

whole subject has been brought fully under the notice of

the High Commissioner.
That the following reply was sent to Lieutenant-Governor
Maclean by the High Commissioner :

—" I can assure you
that I fully sympathize with you in your desire to put a
stop to what is so strongly described by Mr. Martin, but I

am really quite at a loss to discover in what manner I

could interfere with any prospect of success. There can
scarcely be a doubt that the President, if referred to, would
strenuously deny the existence of such traffic. A bond fide

inquiry would be almost impracticable, and, moreover, it

would be beyond the power of the Transvaal Eepublic,

admitting it to have the inclination, to put down a trade

which the Boers must find to be very tempting and pro-

fitable. Under all the circumstances, I trust that you
will, on further consideration, be prepared to acquiesce in

my desire to abstain from addressing Mr. Pretorius on the
subject."

That as a bond fide inquiry to be instituted by the Govern-
ment of the Transvaal Eepublic would be, under the cir-

cumstances, " quite impracticable," it is highly important
that Her Majesty's Government should take other steps

to ascertain the truth and to put a stop to a trade which,
however "tempting and profitable to the Boers," is a
direct breach of the treaty entered into with Her Majesty's

Commissioners ; is an outrage on humanity and civiUza-

tion, and is an aggravation of the traffic which Her Ma-
jesty's Government has so long sought to suppress upon
the East Coast.

That so long as this traffic in children is suffered to exist,

there can be little hope for the progress of civilization

amongst the native tribes living in the Transvaal EepubHc,
while the prevalence of such practices in the immediate
neighbourhood of independent and colonial tribes has a
most pernicious and injurious effect, and tends to lower
the position and influence of the white race.

That it is impossible for the High Commissioner, living so
far as he does from the scene of these atrocities, to judge
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clearly and fully their character and tendencies, but it

would be in the power of the Government of Natal, had
it the right to act, to interfere in the matter without
entailing any troublesome or costly complications on the

Home Government.

I The state of peace which the colony of Natal has enjoyed

ever since its establishment, combined with the constant

recognition here of all the just rights and claims of the

natives, have secured for the local Government the con-

fidence of the neighbouring independent tribes, and would
enable the representatives of Her Majesty's authority here,

were they freed from the control of the High Commis-
sioner, to exercise a most salutary and beneficent influence

over the native races of South-eastern Africa.

2. That a respectful address be presented to the Lieutenant-

Governor, forwarding copy of above resolution, and praying
His Excellency to transmit the same to the Eight Honoiurable

the Secretary of State for the Colonies, for his consideration,

together with copies of all documents bearing upon the subject.

Cape Town Address to Sir Philip Wodehouse on
HIS Return from Aliwal North, May 13, 1868,

and his Reply thereto.

Cape Town, May 13, 1868.

To His Excellency Sii- P. E. Wodehouse, K.C.B., Governor of the

Cape of Good Hope, Her Majesty's High Commissioner, dc, Sc.

Sib,—We seize the opportunity of your Excellency's return

to Cape Town from Basutoland to convey our grateful sense

of the energy and ability with which you have endeavoured to

carry out the instructions of Her Majesty's Government to

restore peace in South Africa.

The British Basuto Protectorate is, in our opinion, wisely

calculated to put an end to the wretched and protracted warfare
between the Boers and the Basutos, which has been so

manifestly disastrous to both, and was even fraught with dan-
ger to the happy continuance of the XDeaceful relations so long
subsisting between this Colony and the Native tribes, both
within and without its border.

It may reasonably be expected that the Basutos, as British

subjects, will be more efficiently restrained from committing
outrages on the life and property of their neighbours, than
under the former control of the chiefs.
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Taking a deep interest in the welfare and progress of our
former fellow-colonists, relatives and friends, northward of the
Orange Eiver, we cannot help regretting that the Volksraad did

not empower the President to meet your Excellency in amica-
ble conference at Aliwal North, because we feel persuaded that
you were prepared to give the fullest consideration to the just

claims of the Orange Free State.

We do not, however, yet despair that the people of that

State will see that it is to their real interest to urge upon their

representatives, when they next meet in Council, the justice

and expediency of at once entering into negotiation with your
Excellency, as Her Majesty's High Commissioner, with a view
to a settlement on satisfactory terms of the only material point

at issue—the future boundary line of Basutoland, now British

territory.

Your Excellency, we respectfully submit, cannot be ignorant
that there is but one opinion throughout the Cape and Natal,

that the abandonment of the Sovereignty in 1854 was a
measure most prejudicial to the interests of both these British

Colonies, to the country which the Convention of Sir George
Clerk professed to make independent and free, and to the

Aborigines of South Africa, who have so long claimed the pro-

tection of Great Britain.

Without desiring to dictate to our neighbours of the Trans-
Orange Eepublic, we think that we may assume that the exten-

sion of British Eule to the Orange Free State would be
attended with great advantage to all parties concerned ; and
we venture to express the earnest hope that, in the event of

the subjects of the Queen of England in South Africa who
have been abandoned petitioning Her Majesty, to whom they
owe their natural allegiance, to be placed again under the pro-

tection of the British Flag, your Excellency may deem it right

to exert your powerful influence with the Home Government on
their behalf.

We are not unmindful of your Excellency's past services in

the administration of the Government of this Colony, but we
have no hesitation in recording our opinion that it would be an
appropriate close to your useful and honourable career in South
Africa to be instrumental in the annexation of the Orange Free
State, as well as Basutoland, to the British Colonial Empire.

We have the honour to be. Sir,

Your most obedient and humble servants,

(Signed) J. B. EBDEN, J. J. le SUEUE,
J. T. EUSTACE, H. DOUGLAS, &c., &q*

* Addresses similar in purport, numerously and influentially signed, were
presented to His Excellency from Port Elizabeth, Simon's Town, Swellon-
dam, Bredasdorp, George, Colesberg, Albert, Victoria West, &e.
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Gentlemen,—I beg that you will accept my best thanks for

this flattering expression of your approval of the efforts I have
recently made for giving effect to the instructions of Her
Majesty's Government, with regard to the reception of the
Basutos as subjects of the British Crown.

I believe that in dealing with these matters we are all actu-

ated by the same desire to restore peace, to promote good
government, and certainly to secure to the people of the Free
State a substantial return for the exertions they have made, and
the losses they have sustained, during this melancholy strife

with the Basutos.

I am convinced that such a return is unattainable except
through our intervention, and I look forward to the day, when
I may yet have an opportunity, in negotiation, of satisfying the

Government of the State of the sincerity of my feelings for

them. I have no desire to question the soundness of the
opinion you have exx^ressed, that the severance of the Free
State from this Colony was a misfortune for both communities.
But their re-union now is beset with many difficulties ; the
question has never been discussed between Her Majesty's
Government and myself, and I am without instructions respect-

ing it. A proposal to that effect must manifestly emanate from
the people of the Free State, and must take the form of an
unmistakeable expression of the general will.

It is not for me to say what would in such case be the
decision of Her Majesty's Government or of the Colonial

Parliament, but I have no doubt that such a representation

would receive a respectful and patient consideration at their

hands.
I have again to thank you for the address you have been kind

pnough to present to me.

(Signed) P. E. WODEHOUSE.

Resolutions Unanimously Passed by a Public
Meeting at Port Elizabeth, June 13, 1868,
AND the Governor's Reply.

1. That the inhabitants of Port Elizabeth, in public meeting
assembled, embrace the present opportunity of expressing the
satisfaction afforded to them by the admission of the Basutos
as British subjects, and by the addition of their territory to the
British dominions.

2. That the difficult task of carrying out the intentions of the
Home Government, in respect to the Basutos, has, in the
opinion of this meeting, been conducted by His Excellency Sir

Philip Wodehouse with great energy and discretion ; and that
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throughout the negotiation His Excellency has endeavoured, by

every means in his power, to secure the co-operation and

friendly feelings of the Orange Free State Government.

3. That there is but one opinion throughout the colonies

of Natal and the Cape, that the abandonment of the Sovereignty

in 1854 most injuriously affected the interests of the British

colonies, as well as those of the Orange Free State, and of the

aboriginal tribes of Southern Africa ; and that this meeting

regards with satisfaction the admission of the Basutos as

British subjects, principally because it is the fitting step to

the much-desired reunion of the Orange Free State to this

Colony, with which it is so intimately connected by family ties

and commercial interests. This meeting is also of opinion that

no effort should be spared to induce the British Government to

confer upon the Orange Free State the same advantages and''

privileges that it has extended to the Basutos.

4. That, in the opinion of this meeting, the motion of which

notice has been given by Mr. Wollaston for Thursday next, in

the House of Assembly, is of the utmost importance, and it Ib

hoped that it will receive the cordial support of all the members
of the Legislature.*

5. That the chairman be requested to forward copies of the

foregoing resolutions to His Excellency the Governor and the

members of the House of Assembly for Port Elizabeth.

Colonial Office, June 23, 1868.

H. W. Peakson, Esq., Port Elizabeth.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Governor, to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 15th instant,

accompanied by copies of resolutions adopted at a public

meeting held at Port Elizabeth, in reference to the admission
of the Basutos as British subjects, and the annexation of their

territory to the British Dominions. His Excellency desires mo
to state for the information of the inhabitants of Port Eliza-

beth, that he has received with satisfaction this evidence of

their approval of the efforts he has made to arrive at a

* The following is the notice of motion referred to :
—" That a select com-

mittee be appointed, with power to take evidence and call for papers, to
consider and report upon that portion of His Excellency the Governor's
speech having reference to Basutoland and the Free State, the Despatch of

the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and corres-

pondence on the same subject, to be laid upon the table of the House,
and upon the question generally, as affecting the interests of this Colony in
its relations with the Free State, and the progress of civilization in South
Africa."
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friendly uuderstanding with the Orange Free State on the
affaii's of Basutoland.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) E. SOUTHEY, Colonial Secretary.

Letter of Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce,
March 23, 1868, to Sir Philip Wodehouse, and
His Excellency's Reply.

Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce,
Port Elizabeth, March 23, 1868.

To His Excellency Sir P. E. Wodehouse, K.C.B.,
Governor and High Commissioner, dc, dc, Aliival North.

Sir,—The Committee of the Chamber, taking advantage of

your Excellency's important mission as Her Majesty's High
Commissioner to AHwal North, have instructed me as their

chairman, respectfully to submit a few remarks for your con-

sideration on the present position of affairs in the Orange Free
State, with which the interests of this Colony are so intimately

connected.

I have the honour, while adverting to the proclamation
contained in the Government Gazette of the 18th instant, to

express, on behalf of the mercantile community of this place,

the extreme satisfaction afforded to them by the admission
into the allegiance of Her Majesty of the Basutos as British

subjects, and by the addition of their territory to the British

dominions.
2. We are well aware of the anxious solicitude evinced by

your Excellency towards the native races of South Africa, and
attribute, in a great degree, to your Excellency's representations,

as High Commissioner, the interposition of Her Majesty's

Government with a view to a prompt solution of the Basuto
difficulty.

8. YourExcellency is no doubt well acquainted with the history

of the Orange Free State from the days of the Sovereignty,

narrated with tolerable accuracy in the printed copy hereunto

annexed of a Petition to the Queen, cut out of an Orange Free
State newspaper, to which I beg to refer ; and I need scarcely

add, that it would be a source of immense relief to this Colony,
if, in the course of the negotiations with Mr. President Brand, it

should so happen that your Excellency were to see the way to

bring the Orange Free State again under British rule, by
annexation, federation, or otherwise.



27

4. The stake of British merchants in the Orange Free State is

worth protecting (the claims of Port Elizabeth merchants alone

being estimated at upwards of £300,000). The country itself

offers a wide field for enterprize ; and, as a pastoral country, is

certainly superior to the average lands of the Colony, requiring

only a Government that would command public confidence to

make it one of the most prosperous and flourishing of our
South African provinces.

5. It already contributes in wool about one-fourth part of our
exports from Algoa Bay, and consumes about a corresponding

value of our imported goods. The country moreover is at present

but partially occupied, and it is in this direction chiefly that the

Colony has to look for an extension of its trade and commerce.
6. The financial position of the Orange Free State will be

found, on proper investigation, by no means so alarming as might
at first sight appear. There is undoubted security for the dis-

charge of its present public debt, and the legal tender notes

at present in circulation, amounting to £130,000, could easily

be redeemed. The dread of a further issue of paper is the

main cause of their present depreciation, and if allowed to

take place will entail the most ruinous consequences.

7. The inhabitants of the Orange Free State are, it is believed,

generally favourable to a British Federal Union, wishing, how-
ever, to enjoy the privilege of local self-government, but to be
associated with the other provinces in matters of common
interest.

8. For the last two or three years, the merchants in this Colony
have suffered incalculable loss from the indiscriminate closing

of the Law Courts throughout the Orange Free State, and I

beg to call your Excellency's attention to the following extract

from Article 5 of the Convention of 21st February, 1854 :

—

'• And the Courts, as well the British as those of the Orange
River Government, shall be mutually open and available to

the inhabitants of both territories for all lawful processes."

By which it would appear that the Orange Free State Govern-
ment have entirely departed from the conditions set forth,

thus rendering the interference of our Government not only

justifiable but absolutely necessary for the due protection of

the rights of British subjects.

9. And the Committee feel confident that whatever course of

action your Excellency may find it necessary to pursue, the

large mercantile interests involved in the Orange Free State will

not fail to claim full consideration at your Excellency's hands.

I have the honour to be. Sir,

Your obedient humble Servant,

By order of the Committee of the Port Elizabeth Chamber
of Commerce,

(Signed) R. D. BUCHANAN, Chairman.



28

Government-house, Cape Town, May 26, 1868,

To John Fey, Esq.,

Secretary of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce.

My dear Fry,—In reply to yours of the 22nd inst., I am
desired by the Governor to inform you, for the information of

the Chamber of Commerce, that His Excellency duly received

the letter alluded to in yours dated the 23rd of March, as will

be seen by the reference to it in the Speech ; and the reason for

its not having been answered is, that it bore chiefly on the

question of the annexation of the Free State to the Colony.

His Excellency was most anxious at that time, as indeed

throughout, to avoid giving the Free State Government a pre-

text for asserting that he was plotting its overthrow, and there-

fore thought it better to leave the letter from Port Elizabeth

unanswered.
His Excellency hopes that the Chamber will appreciate the

motives which made him keep silence. I have only to add that

you are at liberty to make any use of this letter you please.

Yours very truly,

G. St. V. CEIPPS.

Suggested Petition to the Queen referked to by
Port Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce.

"Federalist" writes to the Friend:—As I perceive from your
leading articles that you are very decidedly in favour of the

extension of British rule in some shape (not annexation to or

incorporation with the Cape Colony or Natal, I believe), it has
occurred to me that when Sir Philip Wodehouse comes to Bloem-
fontein, or meets the President, perhaps at Thaba Bosigo, it

would be a good opportunity for "the abandoned subjects of

Her Majesty" to commence a constitutional agitation, with the

view of this State being converted into a portion of the British

Colonial Empire. I have been officious enough to draft a peti-

tion to the Queen, which I forward to you herewith. The
document will speak for itself, and if you approve and give

insertion to it, can be altered by those more cognisant with the
feehngs of the people generally, so as to obtain signatures. The
petition has been drafted in haste and rather in ignorance how
the British-Basuto Protectorate will be received by the inha-

bitants. I confess I am one who think that if they know their
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own interests they would greatly prefer having tlieir neighbours

British subjects, instead of savages under no control but that

of their chiefs.

To Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, hy the Grace of God
Queen of Great Britain, Ireland, dc, dc.

Madam,—We, the undersigned inhabitants of the Orange
River Free State, in South Africa, beg leave to approach your
Majesty with the profoundest respect for your Crown and
person.

Your Majesty will, we trust, forgive us for recalling to your
memory that the country which we inhabit was formerly a
portion of your Majesty's dominions, having been taken posses-

sion of as an integral part of the British Empire in the year

1848.

Relpng on the security afforded by the British flag, many of

us for the first time ventured to leave the Cape Colony, cross

the Orange River and seek our fortunes in the land which had
thus been taken under your Majesty's protection. In doing so,

we felt that while we were changing the land of our habitation,

we were not changing our nationality, but that we still retained

the pride of being British subjects, and the safety of living

under British laws and Grovernment, or even deemed that we
had rights which Englishmen never voluntarily forego, and
which other nations seldom fail to respect.

In consequence, principally, of disturbances arising between
your Majesty's troops and the neighbouring nation of Basutos,

under their chief Moshesh, Sir George Clerk was sent as your
Majesty's Commissioner, to this then Sovereignty of the Orange
River, for the purpose of settling its affairs and abandoning, in

your Majesty's name, the future possession and government
of it.

The intelligence of this step, determined upon by your
Majesty's advisers then in office, alarmed and dismayed all

your loyal subjects who had taken up their residence, invested

all their means, and cast their lots in this country, relying on
the fact Ihat it was British territory, and protected by the

power of your Majesty's arms. They petitioned your Majesty
to recall the sentence of abandonment, they besought your
Majesty to extend the protection of the British Empire, in

some shape or for some period, to this land ; they sent deputa-
tions to England to attain this end, upon which their lives and
fortunes depended, but in vain. It seemed good to your
Majesty's advisers that the people of this country should hence-
forth protect themselves as they best could, and that they
should submit to the pecuniary losses which their forced loss

of nationality entailed upon them.
From that day until the present time, this State has struggled
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against the disadvantages of a weak Government ; a national

credit limited by tlio small resources of the land, and unsus-

tained by the aid of a mother country ; a colony whose colonists

have been cut adrift from the parent State. It has been per-

petually harassed and impeded in its progress by a warlike

nation of savages on its border, who have kept its inhabitants

in a state of perpetual alarm by robberies, forays, and deeds

of violence.

In self-defence, and to save itself from utter ruin and
destruction, it has again and again been obliged to take up
arms against these people, and to waste, in long protracted

wars, the energies which a peace would, under the blessing

of Providence, have secured it wealth and prosperity. The
treachery and faithlessness of this perpetual enemy has again

compelled this State to resort to warfare, and it is now using

its utmost powers to avenge the cruel wrongs which it has
suffered in the spoliation of its lands, and the murder of its

citizens by these ruthless barbarians on its frontier, but also in

the hope that it may finally and effectually crush their per-

petual aggressive spirit, and compel them to live in amity and
peace with their neighbours.

In the midst of these efforts, in which we are sacrificing our
time and our very means of existence, we have been surprised

at hearing that your Majesty has been recommended to take
under your gracious protection the enemy who has brought us
so much suffering and bloodshed, and who was the original

cause of the withdrawal from this land of the very boon now
bestowed upon him.
We do not doubt the wisdom, and we feel assured of the good

intentions indicated by your Majesty's determination to include

the country of the Basutos under the flag of Great Britain,

with the view of restoring and maintaining general peace in

South Africa ; but we do, with profound respect, urgently ask
yonr Majesty whether you will refuse to us, who once enjoyed
it, that which you now grant to others whose defiance and
determined opposition to your Majesty's arms entailed the
forfeiture of it upon us ? And as we are told, that it is because
the Chief Moshesh and his people have asked for the protection

of the British Crown, have begged to be made British subjects,

and have tendered their submission to your will, that your
Majesty has granted their requests, so do all now, in the name
of justice, and as men who were born or have lived under the
British flag, as men who, on the faith of what we conceive our
birthright, and relying upon the name of Great Britain, have
become denizens of this land—so do all now ask your Majesty
again to extend your protection to us, to let us once more call

ourselves British subjects, and your Majesty our most gracious
Queen. We cannot believe that your Majesty will turn a deaf
ear to this our appeal ; we make it in all earnestness and



31

sincerity, and we look forward with confidence to a favourable

response as an act of justice and peace to us, and an act

eminently in accordance with the sentiments and deeds of one

whom we have never ceased to venerate as a wise and good
Sovereign, even while forbidden to claim Her as our own pro-

tector and ruler.

Eesolutions Unanimously Passed at a Special
Meeting of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of

Commerce, December 31, 1867.

1. That, attention having been called to the Anti-Blueback
movement at Bloemfontein, and the resolutions passed at a
public meeting there, held on the 18th December, 1867, this

meeting cordially expresses its concurrence generally in the

views therein embodied, and takes this o^jportunity of declaring

its firm conviction that by judicious taxation alone can the

Orange Free State Government extricate itself from its present

pecuniary circumstances.

2. That, in the opinion of this meeting, the issue of paper
money in 1865-6, by the Orange Free State Government,
without any proper provision for its conversion into gold
or silver at the will of the holder, was opposed to all

sound principles of political economy, and could not fail

injuriously to affect the agricultural and commercial interests

of the country.

3. That the depreciated value of the paper money already is-

sued, amounting to £130,000, negociable only at a discount of

from 25 per cent, to 30 per cent., affords the best evidence of

utter want of public confidence in the measure as a financial

scheme, and that, in the face of such a depreciated currency,
the very idea of Government entertaining for a moment the ad-

ditional issue of legal tender notes is calculated to cause the
utmost consternation amongst mercantile men having business
relations with the Orange Free State, and, if carried out, would,
in the opinion of this meeting, destroy entirely the credit of the

State in the Colony, and be attended with the most calamitous
consequences to all concerned.

4. That the prolonged and indiscriminate closing of the Courts
of Judicature throughout the Orange Free State territory, in

affording a convenient shelter to the dishonest portion of the
community, is not only productive of severe loss and embarrass-
ment, but is highly demoralizing in its tendency ; and in the
opinion of this meeting, common justice demands that special

protection should be afforded only to those engaged in active

service in the field.
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5. That, in view of the intimate relations, alike social and
commercial, between the Orange Free State and this Colony, it

is highly desirable, for the welfare of both, that a closer and
more binding union than can ever be expected under the present

system should exist between the two countries, either by Federa-
tion or otherwise. That this meeting pledges itself heartily to

support any measure having this union for its object, and more-
over expresses its full belief that any feasible terms, for the

future good government of the country, mutually agreed upon
by the Orange Free State and the Cape Colony, would readily be
confirmed and ratified by Her Majesty's Government.

Eesolutions Passed at an Adjourned Monthly
Meeting of the Cape Town Chamber of Com-
merce, February 10, 1868.

1. That this Chamber expresses its sympathy with and
approval of the Anti-Blueback movement at Bloemfontein
and Port Elizabeth, and deems it unnecessary to dwell on the

self-evident evils of an irredeemable currency, so ruinous to the

country where it exists, and so dangerous to the interests of the

neighbouring colonies who have commercial dealings with the

Orange Free State.

2. That this Chamber is impressed with the conviction that

any plan of forming a more close and binding union between
the Orav ge Free State and this Colony would be attended with
the best results, commercially and otherwise, to both com-
munities.

3. That in the opinion of this Chamber the step about to be
taken by Her Majesty's Government, in creating a British

Protectorate over the Basuto nation, is calculated to put an
end to the warfare between the Boers and the Basutos, so

disastrous to both.



Inters to tjje Obiter of tjje €i\p Staubart.

Gold in South Africa.

Sir,—Your sub-leader of this morniug has doubtless excited

the curiosity and active ambition of becoming rich of many of

your readers, who will be " awaiting with interest further par-

ticulars about the Transvaal gold-fields."

To remove any " scepticism" which may exist " in respect to

the alleged discovery of this mine of South African golden

wealth," it has occurred to me to transfer to your columns an
extract from a letter just received from Port Elizabeth from a

gentleman who takes great interest in the colony, and who is

rather noted for forming sound opinions on most matters :

—

The discovery of gold in Moselekatse's country seems to be true. Mr.
Mauch, a respectable German resident known to Mr. Jones (of the firm

Dunell, Ebden, and Co.) writes confidently on the subject, and, if the gold

fields he describes equal his expectations, then verily South Africa will be
regenerated. The next accounts will be interesting. The gold country is

said to be 400 miles from Potchefstroom, or about 1,000 miles from Port

Elizabeth. This distance is nothing for an article worth say £50 per lb.

weight. The specimens which have been received have been tested and
pronounced to be the genuine metal.

The Graham's Toivn Journal evidently believes the informa-

tion of Mr. Mauch, and very properly counsels immediate
action on the part of our Government. The annexed passage
from its leader will speak for itself:

—

The colony will look to the Government to act promptly in this case.

Should further intelligence be conclusive as to the alleged extent and
richness of the fields, it would be the duty of the Government to proceed to
take action in concert with the other European Governments in South
Africa, in order to bring the territory under authority and law. As the
paramount state in South Africa, the Cape should assert its claims to chief

control. The district is, it seems, within the territory belonging to
Moselekatse's tribe, and the earliest opportunity should be taken on the
part of the united Governments of the Cape, Natal, Transvaal, and Free
State to negotiate the terms on which the fields should be occupied. . . .

Oar own Government should at once obtain information, and on the
receipt of intelligence confirmatory of that already before the public,
should immediately take action so as to secure the interests of the Gape
and of Natal.

*It is to be hoped that this matter will at once claim the
consideration of Sir PhiUp Wodehouse ; if gold really exists in

the Transvaal tei*ritory, steps should be taken that the Cape
colonists may share in the treasure ; if it does not, the sooner
the false hopes which are likely to be raised by the alleged
discovery of gold within our reach are set at rest the better it

will be for our contentment.

January 14. AFRIKANDER.
D
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The Withdeawal of the Troops.

Sir,—I take the earliest opportunity of congratulating your
readers upon the glad tidings conveyed by the Argots of this

morning, that Her Majesty's Government have " decided not to
withdraw any of the troops this year, or to demand of the
Colony any additional contribution for its defence."

While it may readily be admitted that this happy result is

mainly to be ascribed to the " representations" of both Houses
of the Colonial Legislature, " backed by the despatches of Sir

Pliilip Wodehouse," it seems hardly fair under the circum-
stances to ignore the constitutional efforts of the 1,100 Cape
Town petitioners, who set the example of petitioning to the
Eastern Province.

But for their petition to the House of Lords, so well drawn
by the classic pen of one, whose claims to judicial honours were
so fully recognised by the press at both ends of the Colony on a
recent occasion, when it was generally expected that he was
about to be elevated to the Bench, Earl Grey would not, in his

place in the British Senate, have propounded the' statesmanlike

views on behalf of all classes of Her Majesty's subjects in

Southern Africa ; nor would the Duke of Cambridge have
declared his conviction that, on Imperial grounds alone, the

Cape of Good Hope ought to be continued as a garrison for the

Queen's soldiers.

To my mind the masterly arguments of the Governor's Pro-

rogation Speech, which have stood the test of public criticism

both here and in England, have been the means of inducing the

Duke of Buckingham to reverse the determination of his pre-

decessor at the Colonial Office ; but, with all respect for His
Excellency, I venture to repeat that there is some evidence to

show that the Duke of Cambridge and Earl Grey have had
something to do with " the change that came o'er the spirit of

his dream" between the opening and the prorogation of the last

Parhament.
At the risk of being deemed presumptuous, I must refer to

an opinion expressed by me in your columns in August last :

—

The speech of Earl Grey in the House of Lords demands the warmest
praise and gratitude of the Colonists of the Cape of Good Hope, for it has
already had the effect of drawing from the able pen of the Governor, in his

prorogation of the Parliament, a most masterly exposition of the true

bearing of the question of the presence of the British Troops upon " the

peace and tranquillity of the distinct races," and the general welfare of

the Colony.
If any one doubt the accuracy of this conclusion, which to me appears

self-evident, let him carefully contrast, both in substance and in spirit, the

arguments used by His Excellency in his Prorogation Speech, with those

by which he endeavoured at the opening of the Parliament to reconcile the

representatives of the people to submit to the hard terms of the despatch

of the Earl of Carnarvon.
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In justification of that opinion, let me quote the two an-

nexed passages of the opening speech, which, when placed in

juxtaposition with the lucid conclusion of the prorogation

speech, will speak for themselves :

—

In October last I repeated that representation, but have been unsuc-

cessful ; and perhaps it was unreasonable to expect that Her Majesty's

Government, by making such an exception in our case, should expose them-
selves to just remonstrances from other Colonies, in whose case the prin-

ciple had been fully enforced.

And again :

—

But some alleviation of the heavy blow which has fallen upon you may
be found in the fact, which must be obvious to any careful observer, that

what may be termed the political organization of the native tribes for pur-

poses of hostility is fast waning. I have carefully made it my business,

during my administration of the Government, to guard against hostile

combinations, to awaken in the natives a sense of the value of good govern-

ment and security for life and property, and to give them confidence in the
justice of those in authority over them. In our own interest, as well as in

theirs, such ought ever to be their policy ; and by such means we may hope,

as years pass by, to render the safety of the Colony independent of the

presence of military force.

So much for the insinuation of the Argus that the consti-

tutional " representations" of the Cape Colonists " have had
little to do with the decision of the Home Government."

But, after aH, it is no disparagement of a colonial Governor
to say that " he has pinned his faith to the sleeve of such a

distinguished statesman" as Earl Grey, and I sincerely trust

that the Colony will lose no time in gratefully acknowledging
the valuable services of Sir Philip Wodehouse, particularly as

at one time he incurred censure for his apparent lukewarmness
in its behalf.

The Argus says :
—" The Government do not, however, sur-

render either the policy or the scheme with regard to the

defence of the Colonies which they have announced," and the

question now arises, how ought the Cape to act to rQnder the

probability of the removal of the Queen's troops from South
Africa remote ? In your leading article the other day, in reply

to the observation of the President of the Chamber of Com-
merce with respect to the silence of the Cape Town press on
Earl Grey's letters, you stated :

—" If the press has said less

than Mr. Ebden would have wished, it is because it sees that

Parliament will ere long re-assemble, and that it will be more
opportune to open discussion on this subject then than now."
You have also well said:—"There is a close intimate con-

nection, as every one ouglit to know, between the establish-

ment Kesponsible or Party Government in this Colony and
the withdrawal from it of the protection of British troops,

'

' and
the frontier press generally adopts this view of the case. Why
should there not be then some Parliamentary action to record
the fact, which seems to have been taken for granted by the

Governor, that •' there is no strong desire on the part of the

d2
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people of the Colony for the establishment of Kesponsible

Government," but that on the contrary they prefer " the con-

tinuance of that very moderate amount of control which the

British Government still retains, and of which the presence of

the British troops is an accompaniment ?"

An Eastern, formerly an adherent of the Eesponsible Govern-
ment party, thus writes :

—

To keep the troops iu the Colony I for one would readily relinquish for

the present all claim to Responsible Government ; and I hope that a de-

cided Parliamentary majority may adopt Earl Grey's views on this question.

Our Port Elizabeth papers, you will observe, warmly support such a policy.

The most important question, however, to my mind, just now, is the

annexation of the Orange Free State, bo largely affecting the future welfare

and progress of South Africa.

Your interesting and well-argued leaders on the resumption
of the sovereignty afford the best evidence that you concur in

the opinion quoted regarding it, and best speak for themselves.

Many practical men on the Eastern frontier will agree with

you that the unsettled relations between the Free Republic and
the Basutos are calculated to disturb the peace and tranquillity

which exist between this Colony and the native tribes both
within and without its border, and will cordially endorse the

opinion expressed by you in the following terse words :

—

It is questionable whether a handful of English troops in the Free State,

and the prestige of British power would not do more for the pacification of

the border tribes than the addition of several regiments to our force on the
Cape frontier. In fact, if the Orange Eiver territory were once more a
British sovereignty we believe that less instead of more troops would be
needed in South Africa. And thus, as far as military expenditure is con-
cerned, we think the objection to resume the rule of the Free State by
Great Britain on that score is unfounded.

It cannot be disputed that you are right in arguing that the
inhabitants of the Free State ought to take the initiative them-
selves in agitating for the extension of the benignant sway
of the Queen of England to their territory, and there can be
little doubt that the Enghshmen and the Afrikanders to whom
you allude would form a majority in favour of the proposed
change.

The terms of annexation, whether by means of federation or

otherwise, can always be arranged ; and it is thought that a
portion of the Customs duties might with advantage be devoted
to the improvement of the Government and credit of the Orange
Free State, the anarchy and bad faith of which threaten to

overwhelm with ruin the mercantile interests of Port Elizabeth.

January 16, 1868. COLONIST.
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The " Advertiser and Mail," Earl Grey, and
Responsible Government.

SiK,—Your well-argued leader of yesterday, wliicb you con-

clude with the practical deduction that " The next Hustings'

cry is Ukely to be, the Troops or Eesponsible Government,"
has not been long in rousing the Advertiser and Mail to throw
its shield of protection over its political "pet panacea for all

our ills."

Its leading article of this morning rather severely denounces
" the controversy which is going on with respect to the with-

drawal of the troops as amusing, and in some points absurd,"

while, at the same time, it does not seem quite fairly to repre-

sent the arguments of those who are still discussing this impor-

tant and interesting question.

1. I, for one, readily agree with your contemporary so far as

to award the " special honour" of the victory to the Governor,

although we differ somewhat in the mode of reasoning by which
we arrive at the same conclusion. It appears, however, to me,
that the annexed extract from the Advertiser and Mail,

It is hardly just, however, of our contemporary yesterday to say Sir

Philip Wodehouse moved ia the matter at all only after he had been
aroused to a sense of his duty by condemnatory leading articles, and mild,

though honest correspondence in our contemporary's columns,

is not a quite accurate version of the Standard's view of the

case.

What you did state was :

—

We might even go further, and referring to the speeches of His Excel-
lency the Governor on the opening and the proroguing of Parliament, con-

trast the former with the latter, and say that the comparative hopefulness
of the Governor's last utterances were, in a great measxue, due to the
energetic movement inaugurated not in Parliament, but among the people
themselves.

A reference to these speeches will, it is thought, bear you
out, but at any rate it would answer no good purpose further to

labour this point. Whatever may have been the moving cause
of his action. Sir Philip Wodehouse most ably and earnestly

advocated the cause of the Cape colonists in the despatch in

which he supported the Parliamentary resolutions, and deserves

their gratitude, which it is hoped that they will not be slow to

exj)ress.

No one suspects the Advertiser and Mail " of playing either

the panegyrist or the lackey" to the Governor, but it is " hardly
just" to insinuate that others hesitate or are disinclined to do
him " justice."

2. The Advertiser and Mail has at last noticed what it terms
the " eccentric antipathy" of Earl Grey to Eesponsible Govern-
jjaent, who, it is alleged, " numbers as his votaries in this
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Colony, only Mr, Ebden, sen., and Mr. Pole, and the Standard,

and perhaps half-a-dozen others, including Mr. Reuben Ayliff,

M.L.A. for Uiteyihage.'" Is it not somewhat strange thus

entirely to ignore public opinion in the Eastern Province, and
to treat with the contempt of silence the approval bestowed on
Earl Grey's letters by-the Graham's Town Journal, the Eastern

Province Herald, the Fort Beaufort Advocate, the King William's

Tonn Gazette, and probably by other frontier newspapers ?

The Advertiser and Mail, while it is bound to admit " the

ability and independence of the noble Earl," is not complimen-
tary " as to his influence among English statesmen." Notwith-
standing the no very flattering epithets which have been
applied to him, many both in this Colony and in England will

differ from your contemporary in assigning to this eminent
statesman so contemptible a position in the House of Lords

;

and I am tempted to make a quotation from some Essays on
the EngHsh Constitution, in the Fortnightly Review, which may
not, perhaps, be deemed very irrelevant:

—

The criticism of the acts of late administrations by Lord Grey has been
admirable. But such criticism, to have its full value, should be many-
sided. Every man of great ability puts his own mark on his own criticism

;

it will be full of thought and feeling, but then it is of idiosyncratic thought
and feeling. We want many critics of ability and knowledge in the Upper
House—not equal to Lord Grey, for they would be hard to find—but like

Lord Grey. They should resemble him in impartiality ; they should resem-
ble him in clearness ; they should most of all resemble him in taking the
supplemental view of a subject.

Be this as it may, the alleged want of influence in the British

Senate of Earl Grey is no answer to the argument contained in

his letter to Mr. Pote, " that the maintenance of British

military force in the Cape Colony ought only to be allowed on
the condition that the colonists, on their side, consent to the

retention by the Crown of the authority necessaiy for enforcing

a system of impartial government over the white and coloured
races, by which the interests of both may be protected." But is

it true, as the Advertiser says, that Earl Grey is the "only
authority" against Eesponsible Government at the Cape of

Good Hope ? Is he singular in the opinion he has so well

expressed ? Does not Sir Philip Wodehouse, before whom per-

haps, if not " before the noble Earl," the Advertiser might feel

disposed "to bow down," adopt the self-same argument in the

annexed admirable extract from the prorogation speech, to

which reference Ms been so often made in the columns of the

Stayidard ?—
The question really seems to be, in whose hands is the chief Govern-

ment of the country to be vested—in Great Britain or in the colony itself ?—for I think that so long as any British soldiers are left here, the ultimate
responsibility will remain with the former : and I also feel very strongly
that the best interests of this colony require that it should so remain, at any
rate for some time to come. We have here to deal with colonies inhabited
by two races, whose habits and whose characters are totally different, who
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possess each of them the ability to do incalculable mischief, and in the

hands of one of which is deposited the whole legislative and executive

authority. I cannot doubt that, under these circumstances, the welfare of

both, the preservation of peace and tranquillity so essential to both, will

best be secured by the continuance of that very modei-ate amount of con-

trol which the British Government still retains, and of which the presence
of the British troops is an accompaniment. A very slight observation of

passing events, within the colony and without, will be sufficient to show
how powerless any Government, standing alone, would be for checking an
outburst of hasty resentment on the part of one class against another,

—

with what difficulty it would be able to regulate a prolonged struggle, when
once hostiUties had begun. I have on these grounds supported the resolu-

tions of the two Houses, with the more confidence from perceiving the
absence of any strong desire on the part of the people of the colony for the
establishment of Responsible Government. I consider that, under that form
of Government, it would he most injudicious—it would he prejudicial to tlie

mother country and to the colony—to leave the troops of the former for the

tupport of the policy of the independent ministry of the latter.

Let me also call in aid of the position taken up by His Ex-
cellency, that it is not reasonable to expect Great Britain to

fight with her soldiers, and at her cost, the battles with the
native tribes of our own creation, the opinions of the Earl of

Carnarvon, the late Secretary of State for the Colonies, and of

Earl De Grey, so long a member of the late Lord Palmerston's
Cabinet.

Li the debate in the House of Lords, last session, in the
matter of New Zealand, the former stated, *' At the same time
the position of affairs was a very inconvenient one, because on
the one hand, we are maintaining a large military force, and
on the other, the colonists were really directing our policy as

regards the natives, that is to say, the cojiditions of war or peace-

rested iiith the colonists, but it was incumbent with us, if war ensued,

to caiTy it on;" and the latter said, " He was not one of those
who desired the disruption of the ties between the Mother
Country and the Colonies, for he believed the connection was
advantageous to both, but if colonial authorities were allowed to

employ our troops, and to spend our money in order to relieve them

from the consequences of their own policy, complications would
certainly arise in our relations with them, which would cer-

tainly result in disruption."

As also bearing upon the point under discussion, I must be
permitted to make the subjoined quotation from the despatch
of the late Duke of Newcastle, which was written by him, as

Secretary of State for the Colonies, at the time when he ap-

plied the new Imperial mihtary policy with respect to the
colonies of Australia :

—

That form of Government (Beaponsible) being nneqnivocallj established,
it is, I imagine, admitted on all sides that the Imperial Government has no
further responsibility for maintaining the internal tranquillity of the
country. Its obUgations, therefore, to contribute towards the defence of
colonies in full possession of internal self-government, and unaffected by any
exceptional circumstances of situation or population, is limited to the con-
tingency of war, and the danger of war. But in the case of the Australian



40

colonies, free from the presence of formidable native tribes, and free, also,

as occupying a vast island, from the perils to which a land frontier exposes

other communities, those obligations will always be in the main sufficiently

discharged by Her Majesty's Navy, which must form, both in peace and
war, the true Imperial contribution to the security and protection of

Australia.

Enough then, it is thought, has been said to prove that,

although England may find it to her advantage to keei? a large

military force at the Cape on the ground of Imperial interests,

she is not likely to part with her control over the management
of her native question, or, in the language of the Governor,
" to leave her troops for the support of the policy of the independent

ministry of the colony.'" In other words, Eesponsible Govern-

ment does seem inconsistent with the contimiance of the

I^resent military force at the Cape.

3. While I cannot entirely coincide with the Advertiser and
Mail, "that the Imperial policy of England, with respect to

her troops, has nothing to do with the internal government" of

the Cape of Good Hope, I incline to its opinion that the

Queen's soldiers have been retained here " for Imperial pur-

poses—for maintaining the prestige and securing the power
and peace of the Empire."
The Duke of Cambridge, as well as Earl Grey, in the House

of Lords, and General Peel, the late Secretary of War, in the

House of Commons, have recently dwelt upon the great value

to the British Empire of the Cape of Good Hope as a military

station, both on account of its geographical position and its

climate, and Dr. Hutchinson has opportunely brought to

notice the fact that the late Marquis of Wellesley and the

Duke of Wellington have recorded similar opinions.

The Cape, from its contiguity to " formidable native tribes,"

is entitled to exceptional consideration, and will not, it is sub-

mitted, bear comparison with the two cases cited of Mauritius

and Ceylon, in both of which a comparatively small military

garrison is required and kept. The case of Canada is also

hardly parallel, for there " strong Imperial armaments are

maintained with Eesponsible Government," not to fight with

natives but to protect this valuable portion of the dominions

of the British Crown against any attack of the United States

of America.
The member for Uitenhage, who has incurred the displeasure

of the Advertiser and Mail, may well be excused for having at

his first political dinner not quite correctly stated the argu-

ments of Earl Grey against Responsible Government, but it is

rather amusing to see how greedily the zealous advocates of

Government by Party seize hold of the mistake which he has
committed, and attempt to make capital out of it.

Do-ubtless the Imperial military expenditure is important in

a mercantile point of view, but the loss of it would be as no-

thing compared with the blow which would be inflicted on the
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future security of the Colony, and the peace and tranquillity

of the Aboriginal tribes by the departure of the British soldier

from the shores of Southern Africa.

Wednesday, 22nd January, 1868. COLONIST.

The Resumption of the Sovereignty, or Annexa-
tion OF the Free State.

Sir,—Although your readers have no doubt already been
convinced by the able manner in which you have handled the

subject, that some change of dynasty in the Orange Free State

is absolutely required to put an end to the anarchy, confusion,

and bad credit there prevailing, I venture to endeavour, by
some further remarks, to provoke discussion in your columns
upon a question of such general interest at the present moment.
Many -will agree "vvith the opinion, so well expressed in the

annexed extract from the Great Eastern in allusion to the Natal
memoi'ial on behalf of the ill-treated French missionaries in

Basutoland, and the Lieutenant-Governor's reply thereto :

—

The documents are the most important which have for a long time
appeared in print. There are mixed up with this, and other matters
connected with the proceedings of the Free State, questions which affect

the welfare of this Colony to a very much greater extent than is generally

calculated upon. Nothing that is being done within the Colony itself at

this moment involves such serious considerations as do the acts of those
outside the Colony, who are disturbing the peace, muddling their own and
our finances, and preventing an industrious tribe from growing bread for

themselves and iis.

Whatever difference of opinion there may exist as to the

practicability or expediency of annexing the Free State to this

Colony, few, it is thought, will not readily admit that the

extension of British rule to the territory between the Orange
and Vaal Rivers will not but be attended with beneficial results

to the Colonists of the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, and the

Sovereignty, and " last, though far from least," to the interests

of the Aboriginal Tribes of South Africa.

There seems to be much in the idea propounded by your
very interesting correspondent, " A Frontier Man," who, it is

hoped, will continue to throw light on a matter he so well

understands, that " but for the unfortunate battle of Berea the

Sovereignty would never have become the Free State."

Doubtless Sir George Cathcart, who justly merits the enco-

mium bestowed upon him " of being among the best and most
conscientious Governors the Cape ever had," was frightened

with the large Imperial military expenditure of the protracted

Kafir war, which he brought to a close, and perhaps over-

estimated the force which would be necessary to keep in check
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the military prowess of the Basutos, and was thus instrumental

in the British Supremacy being withdrawn from the country
beyond the Orange Eiver.

Since 1858, however, the aspect of things in South Africa

has much changed. As a consequence probably of the wise
frontier policy inaugurated by Sir George Cathcart, and
extended and improved upon by Sir George Grey, it is now
true, as Sir Philip Wodehouse has stated, "that what may be
termed the political organization of the native tribes for pur-

poses of hostility, is fast waning." Indeed upon this point

you have drawn a sound practical conclusion in the subjoined

passage from one of your leaders, which will well bear being

quoted for a second time :

—

It is questionable whether a handful of British troops in the Free State,

and the prestige of British power would not do more for the pacification of

the border tribes, than the addition of several regiments to our force on the
Cape frontier. In fact, if the Orange Eiver territory were once more a
British Sovereignty, we believe that less instead of more troops would be
needed in South Africa. And thus, as far as military expenditure is

concerned, we think the objection to resume the rule of the Free State by
Great Britain, on that score, is unfounded.

For my own part, I cannot see the entire force of your
objections to the annexation of the Free State to this Colony,

and feel inclined to go with two able organs of public opinion

in the Eastern Province in this matter. The Great Eastern

concludes a late leader, in which it quotes largely from the

Standard, with the following sensible and pertinent remarks :

—

We do not know from whence our esteemed contemporary ascertained

that the Free State produces nearly one-third of the wool grown iu the
Colony. But we will take the assertion to be the real fact. If that be so,

and it be true, too, that the wool passes through the natural ports—ports

of this Colony—we ask why the Free State should not be annexed to this

Colony ? If our ports are its ports, and it exports and imports with us
through the same outlets and inlets, it is surely entitled to be a part and
parcel of us.

To declare the Free State British territory is surely a very important way
of dealing with the subject. How is the State to be governed? If it

contributes to our revenue, as is indicated, it is surely entitled to a share

in the administration of that revenue. It is but fair to the State that,

while it is restrained from making war, it should have as much right of

considering questions of taxation either as the Eastern or the Western
Province.

We prefer the annexation of the Free State to the declaration hinted at

by our Cape Town contemporary.

The Graham's Town Journal also takes a sound and not

impracticable view of this case in the annexed passage, written

in its usual amusing style :

—

The President—no one better—must by this time know that the country,

and every man in it, except rogues, would be at once lifted into comparative
prosperity, were there three or four Civil Commissioners and Resident
Magistrates in as many places, one of Her Majesty's Judges—say Mr.
Brand himself—placed over a Court of Justice in Bloemfontein, a detach-

ment of Currie's Police on the Border, and half-a-dozen trans-Orange
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representatives in the Cape Parliament. An immediate measure of

this sort is what is needed, and not a fanciful Utopia made up of remote
possibilities and imaginable contingencies.

You say, " To tack on to us, wlio have nothing to boast of

in our own financial position, a large insolvent community,
would be dangerous, if not ruinous." To this I would reply,

that the establishment of more amicable relations between the

Boers and the Basutos, and the restoration of order and good
credit to the Free State, would tend to promote its progress

and powers of consumption of goods, and thus increase the

customs duties of Port Elizabeth, which increase, together with

the quit-rents properly collected, and some fresh legitimate

taxation, would meet the expenses incurred in consequence of

the annexation. This idea is only thrown out for the purpose
of being discussed, as I do not profess to have gone into any
details or calculations.

My main object in intruding on your columns is to attempt
to get an agitation, either for the resumption of the Sovereignty,

or the annexation of the Free State—I do not much care which
of the two

—

initiated within the Orange Free State ; for the desire

to be replaced under the benign influence and sway of the British

Crown must emanate from the people themselves of the Free
Republic, in order to be effectual in commanding the favourable

consideration of the Home Government.
The following extract from the letter of a correspondent of

the Eastern Province Herald, beyond the Orange Eiver

—

I have been three weeks in the Free State, and as the veld is splendid

—

every part looking fresh and green—I should have enjoyed myself very
much had I found my old friends and the inhabitants in general in better

spirits. The " Blueback" question depresses the European part of the
population sadly ; but the Boers—thick-headed and stupid as they are

—

think it a splendid feat, making their own geld. I am afraid the report

of the probability of the Home Government re-annexing the Free State is

too good to be true. Such a piece of good fortune, should it occur, would
make the English and German Free Staters wild with joy, but theie
would be strong opposition on the part of a majority of the Boers, who
think themselves perfect at most things, but especially in warfare and
governing !

—

affords a reasonable expectation that fair discussion would soon
enlist on the side of adhesion to the British rule the majority

of the people of the Orange Free Slate.

The Standard and the Graham's Town Journal have so fully

commented upon the interesting interview between the Presi-

dent and the deputation of the Anti-Blueback Association, as

to leave little to be said on the subject. But I would go
further, and claim the President as an authority in favour of

the opinion that the Orange Free State ought soon to become
part and parcel of Her Majesty's dominions.
When His Honour said, as reported, " that a very few years

would see a federation of all the States and Colonies of South
Africa," he could not for one moment have dreamt that either
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the Eastern or Westei-n Province of the Cape of Good Hope,
or Natal, would ever throw off their allegiance to Queen
Victoria or her successor, and enrol themselves as federate

States under the flag of any Free Kepublic.

Mr. Brand, with his reputation as a lawyer, would possess

much more moral influence for good in the country of his

adoption as a Judge, appointed by the Queen of England, than
in the " humiliating position" which he now holds as President,

without the power to check the foolish legislation of the Volks-
raad, which is bringing discredit and disgrace upon the country
subject to their misrule, and threatening to ruin those who
have any commercial dealings with its inhabitants.

Mr. Keate, in his favourable response to the memorial above
referred to, " relative to the expulsion by the authorities of the

Orange Free State of the French Missionaries from Basuto-
land," says :

" His Excellency will also take the earliest

opportunity of communicating with Her Majesty's High Com-
missioner upon the subject, within whose competence it rests

to deal with matters affecting the relations of the Crown with
nations lying outside British territory in South Africa." This
suggests to me the repetition of an idea, before expressed, that,

while the terms of Annexation or Federation are being

arranged, Her Majesty's Government should appoint a British

Resident or Consul at Bloemfontein, for the purpose of protect-

ing the interests of British subjects in the Colony, as well as

the rights of the Aborigines.

The salary of this officer might be paid by the Colony, and
he should correspond with the High Commissioner, and might
perhaps exercise some beneficial influence on the policy of the

Volksraad.

I cannot conclude without expressing a hope that the Cape
Town Chamber of Commerce will, at their next monthly meeting,

take some action to show their sympathy with the Anti-

Blueback movement of Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth, as

well as with the proposed Eesumption of the Sovereignty or

Annexation of the Free State.

Saturday, January 25th, 1868. COLONIST.

The Teansvaal Gold Mines.

Sib,—I called the attention of your readers the other day to

the fact that the evidence with respect to the discovery of some
gold-fields in Moselikatze's countrj'- appeared to be authentic.

The remarks, which were quoted from the Graham's Town
Journal, have excited some ridicule in the columns of the j)ress,

and it is not much matter of wonder that " the news should be
considered too good to be true."
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The Eastern Province Herald observes :

—

It must be recollected that the discovery of gold was just as generally

disbelieved in Australia, when it was first made, until the arrival of nuggets
confirmed the fact beyond a doubt. Sir Eoderick Murchison is said to have
predicted the discovery of gold-fields just about the spot where Herr Mauch
says that they do actually exist. He undoubtedly formed his opinion from
geological facts brought under his observation, and it is said from the land
being in the line of the gold belt, which is that latitude known to encircle

the globe, cropping up at times to the surface. We see nothing as yet to

justify the sending home of large orders of any kind, hut we see much to

justify intense anxiety, and a very critical examination of all facts
" cropping up'' from the gold region.

Natal would be more benefited by the discovery of gold

where it is alleged to be than the Cape, and the communica-
tions of Mr. Mauch appear to have created some enthusiasm
with our go-ahead neighbours. In the Natal Mercury of the

28th of last month, there is an interesting and particular

report of the " analysis of the auriferous quartz" received from
the Transvaal, from which I make the following extract :

—

And lastly, the intense clearness, freshness, and purity of the whole
specimen, free from any sign of wear or exposure, proved beyond a doubt
that it had very recently been broken from its native reef or rock. The
impression left upon the minds of the cautious inspectors was that the

specimen was undoubtedly a genuine one, and that it was found by Mr.
Mauch under the circumstances described by him.

Surely, a sufficient prima facie case is made out to justify

some action on the part of the Cape Government, even if it be

merely to prove the truth or falsehood of the alleged existence

of gold in South Africa, which must greatly affect the prospects

of this Colony. The Cape Parliament, with all their love for

retrenchment, would not grudge a few pounds to obtain authentic

information, or to be the first in the field to make favourable

terms with Moselikatze.

It has occurred to me to suggest that the services of a gentle-

man, long connected with the Australian gold-fields as a com-
missioner, who is now on leave at the Cape, might be secured

to explore the Transvaal gold-fields, and perhaps confer a lasting

benefit on his native country.

27th January, 1868. AFRIKANDER.

The Free State.

Sir,—The terse and closely-reasoned leading article of the

Standard of this morning, the burden of which may be said to

be that "it is unwise to allow any independent states or com-
munities of any sort to take root in South Africa," will, in the

opinion of many, bear a favourable contrast with that of tlie

Advertiser and Mail of yesterday.

Your readers will deem it no " waste of printer's ink," or
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exhaustion of their " patience," if you continue, in the manner
you have commenced, to adduce good arguments in support of

the important question of extending British rule to one at

least of the South African Eepublics—the Orange Free State.

A subject which has already afforded such scope for fair

discussion in the editorial columns of the press, both East and
West, cannot be barren of general interest ; and although an
opinion was once entertained by one of your contemporaries to

the contrary, the Cape colonists need not now despair of their

representations, if reasonable and just, claiming the favourable

consideration of the Mother Country.

It was, as you have pointed out, a remarkably curious coin-

cidence that, on the same day in which the Advertise)- and Mail

had ex cathedrd pronounced the opinion that, " the whole drift

and tendency of Imperial policy is to restrict and curtail, not to

extend and advance the area of Imperial dominion," the Argus

should have received that rather startling, though gratifying

telegram, that Queen Victoria had granted the prayer of

Moshesh to be admitted her loyal subject, and that Basutoland
was likely to be annexed either to this Colony or to Natal.

The fact that the Basutos can now claim the protection of

the British flag will, it is suggested, facilitate rather than
retard the happy consummation of the Trans-Orange Eepublic

being converted into a portion of Her Majesty's Colonial

Empire.
In the present aspect of this question, it would answer no

good purpose to attempt to argue in favour of " the absorption

of the Free State into the Cape Colony," further than just to

make mention of an idea which is entertained by some practical

men, that President Brand's territory might very well be

divided between the Cape and Natal.

At any rate, it may be gathered from the article of the

Friend, quoted by the Advertiser and Mail, that there exists

beyond the Orange Eiver a strong feeling in favour of a " re-

union with Great Britain" in some shajje ; and it is submitted

that no time ought to be lost to test the public opinion of the

majority of the people of the Free State on this point. It is

true that the Friend throws out some difficulty about initiating

the agitation, " and canvassing for votes among the rural

population," in favour of the substitution of the British Go-
vernment, "without some hope, or reasonable guarantee be

held out, that the request, when made, would be granted ;" but,

if the petition of Moshesh has obtained a favourable reply, why
should not that of the European population of the Free State,

including " many sons of England, who have never desired to

renounce their inheritance," but have heemanvillingly cotoapelled

to live under a Eepublican form of Government, be also

successful ?

In an article " communicated" to the Great Eastern, which
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you have transferred to your columns, attention is directed to

the fact that the late Duke of Newcastle considered that an
Imperial Act of Parliament would be required " to release the

abandoned subjects of Her Majesty from their allegiance," and
that no such Act has been passed. This consideration might
perhaps weigh with Her Majesty's Government in now " revers-

ing the wretched, short-sighted policy of expediency" which
transferred the Sovereignty to the rule of a Free Eepublic at

the great sacrifice of the interests of British subjects, and
which, as the result has shown, has proved inimical to the

rights of some of the Aboriginal Tribes.

The Advertiser and Mail says :

—

The Sovereignty was abandoned in 1852, because war with the Basutos
was found to be a troublesome and costly sort of thing ; and it is the

height of absurdity to suppose that Her Majesty's Government would re-

accept that Sovereignty on the avowed plea that the Free State authorities

find war with that wily potentate to be still no less troublesome and costly.

It is quite possible, if not probable, that many years hence the Free State,

and the Transvaal too, may be annexed in federal union with the Cape and
Natal ; but that will be after those States have learned to fight their own
battles, assert their own valour, and vindicate their own position against all

native foes.

But is not the telegram of yesterday evidence that the con-

clusion of your contemporary with respect to the Imperial

policy is not altogether correct ? Are you not right in saying
" that a more generous and statesmanlike policy prevails now
respecting colonies than has done for years past in the Imperial

Councils, and that an adjustment of this South African diffi-

culty will be a worthy termination to the administration of Sir

Philip Wodehouse" ? At the instigation of His Excellency,

Her Slajesty's Government have already adopted Earl Grey's

arguments, and, for the present at least, wisely considered the

Cape of Good Hope as an excejition to the general rule with

respect to the military defence of the colonies, and noiv, probably

under the same influence, they step in as mediators between

the Boers and Basutos, instead of allowing them " to fight their

own battles out.'^

Great Britain only preserves her consistency by throwing her

shield of protection over the Basutos, as well as the other

aborigines of Southern Africa ; but, at the same time, she will

not " triumph over" or treat with any injustice " our Free State

neighbours," whom we soon hope to welcome as fellow-subjects

under her far-spreading flag.

The Friend says, " Our freedom was thrust upon us by Sir

George Clerk, as the duly-authorised agent of the British

Government," and " why should not then the overtures come
from that Government whose fault and folly it is that we are

free?"

This can hardly be expected ; but, at the same time, it be-

hoves those friends of the Free State, who in this Colony have
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entered upon the question of restoring the supremacy of the

Queen to lier abandoned subjects, to continue tlieir exertions

•with the view of showing their approval of, and sympathy with,

the movement about to be made in the same direction within
the State itself.

An idea has been thrown out in the columns of the Great
Eastern, that the Cape colonists have been " luke-warm" in

assisting their brethren beyond the Orange Eiver in their

struggles for " re-union with Great Britain," and that "they
now only seem to awaken from the lethargy into which they
sunk on the abandonment being actually perpetrated, when
they find the debts due to them in the Free State likely to be
totally extinguished."

This would indeed be a selfish motive for action, and it is

therefore to be hoped that the Cape Town Chamber of Com-
merce, at their meeting on Monday next, will follow the example
set at Port Elizabeth, and record an opinion in favour of the

extension of British rule to the Orange Free State, as well as

against the danger to be apprehended from the obnoxious blue-

backs. As every suggestion bearing upon the points of Feder-
ation or Annexation, with respect to what was once the

Sovereignty, may be interesting to your readers at this moment,
I venture to give you the opinion of a gentleman in the Eastern
Province of some experience.

The Orange Free State must be brought under British rule again, and
we must endeavour to get the inhabitants of Bloemfouteiu to make a move
in that direction. Federation is the scheme. It could not be tacked on to

the Colony, even if they desired it—our Parliament would, I fancy, object.

It is not judicious to provoke the Hollanders ; ignore their existence if jou
will, but try and conciliate all parties. I wish a petition to the Queen and
British Parliament could be set on foot, as well as an address to Earl Grey.
While thanking him for past services, we might improve the opportunity
to enlist his philanthropic tendencies in behalf of the African races, who
have been deserted by England ever since she recognized any power, other
than British power, on the South African continent.

The idea of the supremacy of British rule may perhaps re-

mind some of your readers of the not irrelevant allusion the

other day of your able correspondent, " A Frontier Man," to the

Act of Parliament of William the Fourth, which gives jurisdic-

tion to Colonial Courts over crimes committed by British sub-

jects in South African territory, up to the 23rd degree of south

latitude.

The spirit of this enactment of the Imperial Legislature was
doubtless to protect the native races ; and may it not be argued
that it is somewhat inconsistent with the formal recognition of
any independent South African Republic An earnest conviction

that the more this important subject is discussed, the more
likely is good to come out of it, must be my apology for

trespassing at such length on your columns.
COLONIST.

Thursday, January 30.
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The British Protectorate of the Basutos.

Sir,—I ventured on Thiu-sday last to institute a comparison
in your favour with the Advertiser and Mail, but a sense of

justice now compels me to give a decided preference to the

leading article of the Argus over that of the Standard of this

morning.
You and your readers must forgive me for presuming to

submit in your own columns, not in a " captious" but friendly
" spirit," some criticisms rather condemnatory of the remarks
with which you have ushered in the recent intelligence that

the Queen of England has determined upon extending the

protection of her flag over the Basutos.
1. It seems to me that your leader, which concludes with

the annexed paragraph, " At present we are content to under-

stand that Great Britain is about to enlarge her boundaries,

and to increase her military force on this continent, and we
trust that the conduct of the business in hand will bring no
discredit on the more yenerous policy, and lanjcr views, which the

Mother Country now avows to her dependencies,'' is somewhat
inconsistent with itself.

Surely, if the starting point of your argument had been that

Great Britain meant well towards the Cape of Good Hope, you
would hardly, as a good Conservative, have been instrumental

in creating a popular prejudice against the representative of

Her Majesty, to whom is to be " entrusted the diplomacy" of

carrying out the proposed important change.
In your anxious desire narrowly to watch colonial interests,

and to prevent us from " becoming involved in liabiUties to

meet expenses which may accrue at no distant day," you may
have written, as you have done, without any intention unjustly

to assail the Governor, but, I fear, the expressions used and
insinuations conveyed are calculated to wound the feelings of a.

gentleman who, whatever his faults may be, is most conscien-

tious in the discharge of his high duties, and has the reputation

of being an honest politician.

If British Kaffraria, which was foremost in the grand anti-

annexation battle, has made its peace with Sir Philip Wode-
house, what good purpose can it answer to attempt to resus-

citate the irritated feelings of the past ?

The api)lication of the " distinctive name" of " Annexation
Wodehouse" to His Excellency may perhaps make him un-
popular, but it is suggested that many thinking men will be of

opinion that the Cape of Good Hope is not likely to suffer

from the extension of her territory, if, by such extension, the

cause of the Aborigines be advanced, at the same time that the

continuance of old England's military succour, so essential for

E



60

the protection of Her Majesty's subjects of all classes in the

Colony, be secured.

2. It may be true that "the step to be taken," of throwing
the shield of British rule over Moshesh and his followers,
" was not suggested by the Legislature, the press, or the people

of this Colony."
Your apparent opposition to it, however, seems to be not

very consistent with your many able leading articles in favour

of restoring to what was once the Sovereignty the sway of the

British Crown ; nor does it entirely harmonise with your idea,

which I quoted in my last letter, that " an adjustment of the

South African difl&culty would be a worthy termination of the

administration of Sir Philip Wodehouse."
Has not the long-pending hostile attitude between the Boers

and the Basutos been the great difficulty in establishing, on a

permanent and satisfactory basis, the future peace and tran-

quillity of the European population as well as the Aboriginal

tribes of Southern Africa ?

I am glad to observe that the Argus concurs in the opinion
I formed on first impressions, caused by the news from
England, that the British protectorate of the Basutos would
facilitate instead of retard the conversion of the Orange Free
State into a portion of Her Majesty's Colonial Empire, and I

must ask permission to transfer to your columns the subjoined

pertinent comments of your able contemporary on this part

of the case, with which, I believe, many of your readers in

the country will cordially sympathize.

Then, again, we cannot keep out of sight the probability that the step
which has now been taken will ultimately lead to the re-establishment of

the British Sovereignty over the gwasi-European settlements beyond the
Orange Eiver. We do not mean to say that this idea had anything to do
with the annexation of Basutoland, or that such a momentous change is

imminent. British statesmen are not moved by ideas so much as by the
practical requirements and exigencies of the hour, and it is quite certain
that they will never interfere with the rights of an independent State which
respects British rights and interests. The Free State is as safe from British
invasion as the most powerful kingdom. Any annexation movement having
reference to the Free State or Transvaal must come from those countries,
or it will not be heeded by the British Government. Still the fact cannot
be concealed that these petty attempts at independent government north
of the Orange Eiver have proved signal failures. They have brought
neither peace nor commercial prosperity to those who compose them. The
Free State is well-nigh ruined by Basuto wars and blue-backs, and the last

number of the Transvaal Argus gives the most gloomy view of the condition
and government of that country. We should not be surprised at any time
to hear that the population of both these States, weary with the insecurity
of life and property, and the peculation of officials, had imitated the example
of Moshesh. We believe that there is yet a great work for British enter-
prise and power north of the Orange River, and we anticipate the day when
the petty provincial conflicts which now consume so much of the political

energy of the country shall be hushed under the rule of a confederation
which shall gradually extend its power northward to the well-watered plains
of Central Africa.
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8. Naturally enough, as a true John Bull, you do not appear
much to relish the idea that the " Emperor Napoleon should
have been permitted to dictate the policy of Britain."

But it hardly amounts to this, although I confess I incline

to the opinion that the Argus is not very far "wrong "when it

saj's, " Then, again, we have reason to believe that a French
Protectorate "was imminent, if the British Government had
turned a deaf ear to the prayer of Moshesh."

It is quite clear from the reply of the Emperor of the French
to the address of the Evangelical Alliance, that he takes an
interest in the missionary labours in Basutoland " of his

ecclesiastical friends and good subjects," Professor Cassalis and
his brethren, "who, it is generally admitted, have not been " well

treated by the Free State authorities,"

An argument in the mouth of Louis Napoleon, somewhat to

the following tenor and effect—England professes to be a great

power and to be deeply interested in the cause of the Abori-

gines and the encouragement of Christian missions ; she is,

and hopes to continue, in amicable alliance with France, and
yet she permits an insignificant South African Eepublic, an off-

shoot from her own Colony, whose independence she has form-
ally recognized, to insult and treat with injustice French
missionaries, as well as to carry on a long disastrous warfare
with the Basutos. If England do not interpose, France must
in behalf of the Basutos, who have been so long under the

civilizing influence of her missionaries—might perhaps have
had some effect with Earl Derby's Conservative Ministry,
" in precipitating the decisive step which has now been
taken."

You seem also to be apprehensive that when Mr. Disraeli

gives place to Mr. Gladstone the present poHcy may be reversed

to the detriment of this Colony. But it is no longer a secret

that, as the Argus says, " for some time past, Sir Philip has
urged upon the Government the desirability of annexing
Basutoland (or rather of England protecting it) as the only way
of bringing to an end a harassing war, threatening the peace
of the colonial frontier," and it is believed that, if Mr. Cardwell
had remained at the Colonial Office, he would, long ere this,

have " favourably responded to His Excellency's appeals." So
much for the dread that a change of Ministry in England may
affect this question.

4. No Cape Colonist can quarrel with you for the prudence
and caution you evince in guarding against any accession of

territory without some Imperial guarantee being given that the

Colony is not alone to bear the brunt of the increased lia-

bilities ; but your alarm on this point seems a little incon-

sistent with " the more generous policy and larger views," for

which you have on more than one occasion lately given the
Mother Country credit.

E 2
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For my own part, I am disposed to think that tlie Aitjus

takes a sound practical view of the case in the following

passage :—

It will be no easy task to keep Basutos and burghers within their respec-

tive boundary lines, even thouph British power be iuvoked to assist. With
these little aflfairs in hand it is the more satisfactory to find that the troops

are not to be withdrawn. Indeed, we cannot donbt that the annexation
of Basutoland had something to do with the recent decision of the Home
Government.

Let me also quote on this point the annexed extract from
a leader of the Fort Beaufort Advocate, which refers in congra-

tulatory terms to the decision of the Home Grovernment rwt

to withdraw the troops from this Colony :^

Who knows but that the whole question of South African politics may
yet occupy the serious attention of the Imperial Government ? It is not
impossible, nor even improbable, that the late rumours respecting the
re-annexation of the Free State, may have emanated from some indication

of a desire on behalf of Her Majesty's advisers to take a closer view of

the relations subsisting between British possessions in South Africa and
adjacent states, and that the withdrawal of the military has been suspended,
pending the decision which may ultimately be arrived at by Ministers.

5. You seem to be sceptical about what you term the

impracticable idea of " annexing the new territory to Natal,"

but, perhaps, it may turn out that Mr. Shepstone, who
thoroughly understands the native question in all its bearings,

may have considered the point already, and be enabled to

influence the Natal Legislature in its favour.

The Cape Parliament may possibly be again consulted upon
the subject of annexation, and who knows but that there may
yet be a fight between the rival colonies for the prize of

Basutoland ? According to the telegram of the Argus, "there
is great satisfaction in the Eastern Province at the proposed
annexation of Basutoland," which the knowing ones say, both
on account of its geographical position and the facilities of

trade, ought to form part of this Colony instead of Natal.

After all, however, perhaps the mountain may be turned into

a mole-hill, and the Advertiser and Mail proved to be right,

" that the most probable issue of the affair will be simply the

creation of a protectorate under a British resident ; while in

any case the Basutos will have to raise by taxation whatever
moneys may be required to maintain the establishment or esta-

blishments which this protectorate must entail."

G. There is one way of viewing this matter in which few will

differ from you, and that is, "that the Orange Ffee State has
many claims on our friendly consideration," and that its morti-

fication or defeat is neither to be desired for our interests, nor
would accord with om' sense of justice."

But is there any good ground for expecting that the Governor,
or rather the High Commissioner, will pursue his course of
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action in a " triumphant spirii," or exalt the Basutos over the

Boers ? Doubtless he will put an end to the war, already too

long protracted, which both desire, but as the accredited agent

of Great Britain he will act discreetly and justly.

I confess that the serious complications you anticipate as

likely to arise out of British interference, by the signal warlike
" successes" either of President Brand or Moshesh, do not

seem to me very probable ; and there can be little doubt that

both would best consult the interests committed to their keeping

by wisely welcoming Sir Philip Wodehouse as a mediator in the

unseemlj' conflict between them.

Sir Philip has a difficult task before him, and it behoves the

press of the colony to watch and criticise, but not in a hostile

spirit, his proceedings ; and I cannot help thinking that the

organs of public opinion would further strengthen the hands of

His Excellency by improving the opportunity of his presence in

the Orange Free State, by encouraging the people in the State

as well as in the Colony, to petition the Queen and the Im-
perial and local Parliaments, that they would permit the British

flag to wave not only over Basutoland, but also over what was
once the Sovereignty.

If confederation were not more the order of the day than
annexation, a glance at the map might suggest that the Free
State and Basutoland could be divided between the colonies of

the Cape and Natal.

7. Having, I hope, touched upon all the points of your argu-

ment, I must be allowed to express an opinion that the reasons
given by the editor of the Aiujus in justification " of the inter-

ference of the British Government in some shape," appear most
conclusive. As he well puts it, " the Colony would have had
the pleasure of keeping the Basuto nation, while the Free State

enjoyed the fat of their land," or, "on the other hand, if the

Basutos had overrun the Free State, the result would have been
equally inimical to colonial interests."

I have thus, I fear, at tedious length, put my view of the

contemplated British protectorate before your readers, and my
apology for trespassing on your space and their patience must
be an earnest impression that your observations and arguments,
which I have attempted to answer, were, although well meant,
calculated to raise some prejudice against the High Commis-
sioner and the cause he has in hand, bo important to the pro-

gress and civilisation of Southern Africa.

COLONIST.
Saturdaj, Ist February, 1868.
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The British Protectorate of the Basutos.

SiE,—If my long letter has been in the most remote degree

instritmental in drawing from your editorial pen the able justi-

fication of your political opinions, which formed the subject of

my attempts at criticism, many of your readers will feel inclined

to forgive me for having drawn so largely on their patience.

In the first place, let me cordially join you in " hoping that

the intervention" of Her Majesty's present advisers on behalf

of Moshesh " will resolve itself into the establishment of a

Besidency in Basutoland, leaving to the Free State the option,

at its own free will, of proposing to the British Government
and this colony an alHance which shall lead hereafter to a

Federative reconstruction of the whole of the South African

States and Dependencies."

We concur in the wish that the day may not be far distant

when the British Ensign may be hoisted at Bloemfontein as well

as at Thaba Bosigo, but we seem to differ on the point that the

granting at the present moment by the Queen of England of

the oft-repeated prayer of Moshesh, to be admitted her loyal

subject, is calculated to facilitate this desirable result.

Great praise is, no doubt, due to you for your caution and
anxiety that it should be clearly understood and recorded " that

the cost and responsibility of bringing into more intimate union
with, and more subject to the influences of civilization the

Aboriginal race of the Basutos, should attach to the Imperial

authorities," but you must excuse the expression of an opinion

that you appear to take a rather exaggerated and despondent
view of the " perils" which beset the mission of peace of Sir

PhiUp Wodehouse to the Orange Free State.

In your summary of this morning of the Heads of News for

dispatch per steamer United Service, you correctly state, " There
has been a growing feeling in favour of an alliance with the
Free State," but you add, " it is apprehended that the Boers will

resent the prior adoption of the Basutos as British subjects, and that

complications nray arise.''

Of course, in this instance the " wish is not father to the
thought," and no organ of public opinion in the Colony would
more regret any interruption in the amicable relations between
our neighbours of the Free State and ourselves than the
Standard.

Is it not then almost a pity that the idea, of what the " Vicar
of Bray," a correspondent to the Friend, calls the temerity
of the Volksraad to "snub Her Majesty's representative,"
should have been even hinted at in your Conservative columns ?

It is but just to you to add that the idea of the High Com-
missioner not meeting with a hearty welcome at Bloemfontein,
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is not entirely your own, but that it may be gathered from the
annexed extract from the Advertiser and Mail

:

—
It is said that Governor Wodehouse has requested Mr. Brand to stay

hostilities until matters can be arranged by a visit of His Excellency to the
scene of war. Whether the President will assent to this or not remains to
be seen.

Some think and give out " that the peremptory forbidding the

further prosecution of hostiHties will be a bitter pill for the
gallant burghers in the field to swallow ;" but it is hoped that
President Brand will have sufficient weight and authority with
the Volksraad to induce them gladly to accept the interposition

of Great Britain, with a view of bringing to a peaceful settle-

ment the matters in dispute between the belligerent Boers and
Basutos.

Let us hope that the Queen's High Commissioner has
received a favourable reply to his despatch both from the Presi-

dent and Moshesh, and that the din of war is already hushed,
not to be re-heard, and that, when His Excellency meets the

contending parties, he may be enabled to conclude the terms
of a lasting peace to their mutual satisfaction.

In your liberal desire to promote " free discussion," you have
transferred to your columns of this morning the opinions of the
frontier press on the rumoured annexation of Basutoland,
which may, I think, fairly be said to be more in conflict with
the opinions expressed by the Standard than with those of the
Argus, which have lately claimed my sympathy and feeble

support.

These extracts best speak for themselves, but the moral I

would draw from them is, that the British protectorate is likely

to lead to the extension of British rule to the Orange Free
State, an event of the utmost importance to all parties

concerned.

I cannot resist quoting from the Bnrghersdorp Gazette and the
Graham's Totcn Journal two short passages in corroboration of

my view of the matter. The former says :

—

The annexation of Basutoland is the insertion of the thin end of the
wedge, and the annexation of the Free State will soon follow as a necessity.

In a few words, the verification of Mr. Brand's words to the deputation,

that the day is not far distant when the whole of this part of South Africa,

from the Transvaal downwards, will become one colony, appears about to be
realized, and we cannot help thinking that Mr. Brand must have been doing
something more than guessing when he made the remark.

And the latter states :

—

The information before us leads to the conclusion that the annexation of

Basutoland is to be followed by negotiations which may result in the return
of the Free State to its former allegiance. Whether this inference will be
confirmed by facts, time will show. We need not say that such a consum-
mation would be joyfully hailed by us. The extension of British South
Africa to the remotest limits of existing European settlements, is one of

the objects by which we guide our endeavours as journalists. The abandon-
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inent of the Free State wc have never ceased to condemn. The annexation
of Basutoland, as well as of the Transkeian tenutory, is a measure we have
long advocated, and which we have recently and repeatedly stated to be
urgently and immediately required.

The Great Eastern says, " Why the annexation of Basutoland ?

Why not rather the annexation of the Oranf^e Free State ?"

The answer to these questions is simply this : Moshesh has
petitioned the Queen of England to extend her protection to

him and his followers ; the Sovereignty, which has been declared

an independent Free Eepublic, has not made known its desire to

be reinstated under the regal sway of Her Majesty.

Let the people of the Orange Free State onhj make an appeal
to the proper authorities for a change of dynasty, and the con-

version of the Trans-Orange Eepublic into a British Colony
" must follow as a matter of course." It is very gratifying to

observe that the Friend takes over your able leading articles on
the resumption of the Sovereignty, with a view of giving them
a wider circulation in the Free State, and it seems to me that

your telling arguments cannot fail, now that Moshesh has
been successful in his petition to England's Queen, to rouse the

people beyond the Orange Eiver to commence an agitation with
a view of becoming once more Her Majesty's loyal subjects,

in the hope of being relieved from the difficulties and want of

order and good government, which have so long checked their

prosperity and progress. So much with respect to the general

question of the British Protectorate of the Basutos.
I must now be permitted to add a word or two in reply to

your comments on my letter. You say, " With respect to the

general arguments of this letter, our readers must judge
whether the criticism is accurate, or the imputations of incon-

sistency and tmfairness are just." While I have no desire to

depart from any of my arguments, I had no intention of

charging you with arguing unfairly, and what I have written
will not, I hope, bear that interpretation.

I am quite content that your readers should "judge" between
us, but before they deliver their verdict, you must not be offended

if I add another count to the indictment for inconsistency,

which I have preferred against you.
The Standard is against what is called Eesponsible Govern-

ment, and prides itself with justice upon having been instru-

mental in preventing the enthusiastic friends of Government by
Party in Cape Town from gaining the day. It has correctly

put forward that " henceforth the alternative will be Eespon-
sible Government or the retention of the troops," and has
declared its decided preference for the latter alternative. The
argument that the Cape ought not to have Eesponsible Govern-
ment, because under the circumstances of this Colony the entire

management of the native races ought not to be entrusted to it,

was first clearly put forward by Earl Grey. The memorable
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words of the prorogation speech, which will bear constant

repetition

—

The question really seems to be in whose hands is the chief Government
of the country to be vested—in Great Britain or the Colony itself ? for I

think that so long as any British soldiers are left here, the ultimate respon-

sibility will remain with the former; and I also feel very strongly that the

best interests of this Colony require that it should so remain, at any rate

for some time to come. We have here to deal with colonies inhabited by
two races, whose habits and whose characters are totally different, who
possess each of them the ability to do incalculable mischief, and in the

hands of one of which is deposited the whole legislative and executive

authority. I cannot doubt that, under these circumstances, the welfare of

both, the preservation of peace and tranquillity so essential to both, will

best be secured by the continuaiice of that very moderate amount of control

which the British Government still retains, and of which the British troops

is an accompaniment

—

have convinced His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, the suc-

cessor at the Colonial Office of the Earl of Carnarvon, that

Earl Grey was right.

The British Crown, in its anxiety to promote the cause of

{he Aborigines in South Africa, is about to take a step calculated

to ameliorate the condition of the Basutos. Surely, it cannot

be of much importance to discuss and decide whether that step

has been prompted by Louis Napoleon, by Exeter Hall, or by
Sir Philip Wodehouse, or by the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal,

under the influence of Mr. Shepstone.

The point of my present argument is that the opposition, if

any, to the Native policy of Her Majesty's Ministers, should,

in the natural course of things, come rather from the Ee-
sponsibles than the Anti-Eesponsibles. The fact that one at

least of the consistent organs of the Eesponsible Government
party in Cape Town, so far from opposing, warmly supports

the proposed British Protectorate of the Basutos, is to my
mind a strong argument in its favour. Would it not be a

splendid opportunity for the sincere opponents of "an Irre-

sponsible Executive" to endeavour to make capital out of the

contemplated intervention of Her Majesty's Ministers, in a
a matter so deeply affecting the interests of this Colony, if it

were wrong ?

After your explanation of your " bearing towards and ex-

pressions respecting His Excellency the Governor," I must, to

be consistent with myself in the wish of avoiding " the rubbing
an old sore," be as brief as possible.

I never for a moment dreamt of insinuating that you had
ever breathed a word against " the private character of Her
Majesty's Eepresentative," but the feelings of a gentleman
may be wounded by severe attacks, not founded on sufficient

evidence, against his ^^ public character."

No one ought to quarrel with your independent spirit in not
being afraid to " hit hard" a public man when he is wrong, but
I am not singular in the impression that you have been rather
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unmerciful to'srards the Governor. I at least cannot be accused
of "subserviency" or "effeminate amiability" towards Sir

Philip Wodehouse, for I have not the honour of his personal
acquaintance. It may have been presumption in me to have
said a word in his behalf, but I was not prompted by any
private personal motive, but by an earnest desire to see the

important matter now committed to him by Her Majesty
brought to a favourable issue.

Tuesday, February 4, 1868.
COLONIST.

The Chamber of Commerce, the ''Advertiser
AND Mail," and the "Argus."

Sir,—The Advertiser and Mail inaccurately, but perhaps un-
intentionally, states that the Chamber of Commerce has been
called upon to " record their solemn vote for the Annexation of

the Orange Free State," and thereupon peremptorily proceeds,

in a short sentence, to pronounce its dictum, that it will

amount to " a solemn farce," if the Chamber, on Monday
next, dare to discuss the " series of resolutions on Free State

affairs," which has now been before the public for some days.

The Argus, in a long leading article, in which it professes to
" entertain the highest esteem for the President of the Cape
Town Chamber of Commerce," alludes in its usual bantering

style to the "receipt of an autograph letter from the private

secretary of His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge,"
having emboldened the old and experienced colonist to travel

out of his mercantile sphere, and concludes with a bit of chaff

for the purpose of overwhelming with ridicule the poor Presi-

dent, as well as the course of action which he has, in the

exercise of his discretion, submitted for the adoption or re-

jection of the members of the Chamber.
But these much-esteemed gentlemen, from their respective

editorial chairs in the Heerengracht and St. George's-street,

kindly grant permission to the Cape Town merchants to dis-

cuss and decide the self-evident proposition that an irredeem-

able paper currency is a bad thing, but forbid them even to

argue the question whether the extension of British rule to the

Free State, as well as to Basutoland, is or is not intimately

connected with the social and commercial interests of this

Colony.
They appear also to be horrified at the idea that the Cham-

ber of Commerce, who were the first, notwithstanding their

opposition at the time, to request the Governor to support the

petition of the Cape people to the Queen and her faithful

Lords and Commons against the then contemplated withdrawal
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of the troops, should now record, and convey in grateful terms

to His Excellency, their just appreciation of the value of his

services, in having been mainly instrumental, by his able sup-

port of the Parhamentary remonstrance, in attaining the

favourable issue, for the present, at least, to the important
question of the military defence of South Africa.

The resolutions of the President speak for themselves, and
may require some alteration and amendment to meet the views

of the majority of the members present " at the special meet-
ing convened for Monday next."

I crave leave, however, through the medium of your impartial

columns, to submit to the Vice-President, and those members
who are likely to follow him, some reasons why the advice of

the Argus should not be listened to, that " all the resolutions,

except the first perhaps, should be quietly withdrawn."
1. I cannot see the force of the objection taken by the Argus

in the annexed passage :

—

It may be and is a very proper thing for mercantile bodies to declare

their sentiments with reference to mercantile questions, but when a number
of gentlemen, many or few, seek to gain additional weight for their opinions

by putting them forward as emanating from a recognized organization, we
conceive they transgress the rules of propriety.

What is the use of the organized association of a Chamber
of Commerce but to give to the resolutions of that Chamber,
upon questions affecting the mercantile interests of the Colony,

when they have been formally recorded after ample discussion,

more weight and influence than the individual opinions of any
number of merchants ?

In their private counting-houses merchants may very properly

confine themselves to the actual operations of business, and to

the pleasing calculations that the profits on baftas and other

articles of British manufacture will more than balance the

losses on wool ; but, in their monthly meetings, within the
walls of the Chamber of Commerce, they should give a wider
scope to their thoughts, and take a more enlarged view of the
general prospects of trade in the Colony.

I hope I may venture, without incurring the risk of offending

the merchants of Cape Town and Port Elizabeth, to express

an opinion that there is not much danger of political contro-

versies diverting their due attention from the ordinary occu-
pations of business.

It may be said we agree with the Argus that the tariff of

import duties and the regulations of the Custom-house are
subjects proper to be discussed by the Chamber of Commerce,
but we differ from the President that the extension of British

rule to the Orange Free State and Basutoland has any bearing
on the commercial interests of the Cape.

Surely the restoration of peace, order, and credit to a large

tract of country, the inhabitants of which are our customers
for goods to supply their wants, and both import and export



60

through our sea-i)orts, may be considered to be somewhat a
" mercantile question."

The bankrupt state of the finances of the Orange Free State,

caused by the ruinous and long-protracted war between the

Boers and the Basutos, has led to the very liberal issue of

bluebacks, which cannot fail to be attended with prejudice to

the interests of the creditors of the State ; and it does not
require much reflection or argument to arrive at the conclusion,

that the obnoxious paper currency, not convertible into gold or

silver at the will of the holder, would not be patronized by any
Government under the auspices and control of the Queen of

England and her Parliament.
2. It may suit the purpose of the Editors of the Advertiser

and Mail and the Aryus to insinuate, without narrowly scanning
the resolutions, that they are intended to convey the approval
of the Chamber of Commerce " of the annexation of Basuto-
land and the incorporation of the Free State to the Colony,"
but the second resolution, which declares in favour of the
" restoration of British rule to the territory which was once
the Sovereignty," expressly declines to " enter into the question

of the practicability or expediency of annexation," out of

deference to the prevailing feeling against the extension of the

limits of this Colony, the danger of which is, to my mind at

least, much exaggerated.

The fifth resolution, which was added after the receipt of the

memorable and satisfactory telegram of the Argus, is confined

to the recording of the approbation of the Chamber of the pro-

posed British protectorate over Moshesh and his tribes, and
to the expression of an opinion that it was likely to lead to

the other desideratum—the hoisting of the British flag at

Bloemfontein.

3. The adjournment of the meeting until Monday next will

enable many of the members of the Chamber of Commerce,
who were not present on Monday last, to come prepared with
their speeches and votes in favour of the resolutions, so ob-

noxious to that portion of the Cape Town press, which seems
desirous of monopolizing the privilege of free discussion of

political subjects, or with amendments more appropriately con-

veying theu' opinions ; but it is hoped that few of the Cape
Town merchants will be terrified into silence by the dread of

the displeasure of either of your able contemporaries.

4. The Argus says :

—

As far as regards the issue of any additional bluebacks in the Orange
Free State, holding the views we have so repeatedly expressed, we were
pleased to find that the President of the Cape Town Chamber had given
notice of his intention to propose a resolution of sympathy with the Port
Elizabeth Chamber, but, when it became apparent that the reference to the
bluebacks was merely intended as a peg upon which to hang an expression
of opinion upon subjects totally foreign to the functions of such an insti-

tution, we were not surprised that the majority of the members present at

the meeting hesitated to commit themselves to his leading.
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What is the correct version of this matter "? The President,

being desirous that the Cape Town Chamber should, at their

ordinary monthly meeting, express and report sympathy with

the kindred institution at Port Elizabeth, posted up, in order

to avoid the trouble and delay of a special meeting, the fol-

lowing notice :

—

At the next meeting of the Chamber, to be held on Monday next, the 3rd

of February, certain resolutions will be submitted by Mr. Ebden, expressive

of the sympathy of the Chamber icith the proceedings of the Port Elizabeth
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the proposed additional issue of

bluebacks by the Free State Government.

Upon the minutes of the proceedings of the Port Elizabeth

Chamber's meeting will be found, amongst other resolutions in

favour of the financial difficulties of the Free State being

remedied by "judicious taxation," and against the issue of

inconvertible paper money and the closing of the courts of law,

the subjoined resolution, upon which the seco)id and tJiird reso-

lutions of the President are founded :

—

That in view of the intimate relations, alike social and commercial, be-

tween the Orange Free State and this Colony, it is highly desirable, for the

welfare of both, that a close and more binding union than can ever be ex-

pected under the present system should exist between the two countries,

either by federation or otherwise. That this meeting pledges itself heartily

to support any measure having this union for its object, and moreover ex-

presses its full belief that any feasible terms for the future good government
of the country, mutually agreed upon by the Orange Free State and the

Cape Colony, would readily be confirmed and ratified by Her Majesty's Go-
vernment.

It is submitted then, that these resolutions might very well

have been discussed at the last meeting, and that the objection

which was raised, that the members would be taken by surprise

by such discussion, was more technical than real ; although, of

course, it must be admitted that there was no formal notice

about the minor points relating to the approbation of the

British protectorate of the Basutos, the appointment of a

British resident at Bloemfontein, and the vote of thanks to the

Governor.
5. While the Arf/us professes not to criticize the resolutions,

it really does so, for " it merely suggests that it is a little

inconsistent in a single breath to protest against the policy of

a friendly State and to recommend the annihilation of its

Govei-nment." I cannot see the justice of this criticism. As it

strikes me, the gist of the argument of the Port Elizabeth

resolutions, which in spirit were copied by the President of the

Cape Town Chamber of Commerce, is, that there ought to be
" a close and more binding union between the Orange Free

State and this Colony, either by federation or otherwise," be-

cause the evils which are in existence beyond the Orange Eiver,

such as financial difficulties leading to the creation of paper
money, continued hostilities between neighbouring native

tribes, and the denial of justice by closing the courts of law,

&c., &c., all of which seriously affect the welfare of this Colony,
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may fairly be ascribed to the " present system of Government"
now prevailing in the small, though independent, South African

Eepublic of the Free State.

6. While it may be conceded to the Argus that it would be

rather inconsistent with the duties of the Chamber of Com-
merce to take up the cause of the Bishop of Natal, or of the

recusant minister of the Dutch Eeformed Church, it is diffi-

dently suggested that, if a competent discussion within the pre-

cincts of the Chamber would end in an abundant supply of

Cape coal to the steamers visiting Table Bay, or in the estab-

lishment of profitable manufactories of sugar from beetroot, few
would think that the members of the Chamber, who had been
instrumental in attaining these happy results, were worthy of

censure for having absurdly meddled with matters of public

interest.

To put rather an analogous case—the Port Elizabeth Chamber
of Commerce, of whose active sympathy with the Anti-Blue-

back Association of Bloemfontein even the Argus expresses

approval, have in theii- annual report, about to be published,

alluded to Mr. Mauch's alleged discovery of the Transvaal gold-

fields. Suppose the Chamber of Commerce to be in possession

of authentic information on this subject, would it be a waste of

time on their part, or beyond their sphere of usefulness, to dis-

cuss the expediency of organizing an exploring party to the

gold regions of Moselikatze, so as to prevent him giving any
undue preference to Natal or the Transvaal Eepublic ?

7. Although Mr. Watson is reported to have cited the non-
interference of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce with the

greenbacks at the time of the American war as a precedent to

be followed by the Cape Town Chamber, I think I may con-

clude from what occurred at the meeting, that the first resolu-

tion will be carried as a matter of course.

The Cape Town merchants will, however, excuse me for

suggesting that, if this resolution stand alone on the minutes of

the proceedings of the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce, after

the Port Elizabeth Chamber has expressed an opinion of the

social and political aspect of the question, it may give rise to

the repetition of an idea, borrowed from the Great Eastern,

before referred to in your columns, of the selfish motive—viz.,

the payment of the debts of the colonists, alone actuating

them in the expressions of sympathy with their brethren across

the Orange Eiver—" the abandoned subjects of Her Majesty."
These remarks have been submitted 7nore with the hope of

persuading the Chamber of Commerce freely and fairly to dis-

cuss all the resolutions, than by any well-gi'ounded djead that the

President of that Chamber will fall in the estimation of public

opinion by the censure which has been bestowed upon him by
the Argus.

COLONIST.
Thursday, 6th February, 1868.
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The Goverkor and the Free State.

Sir,—Eeferring to " the despatch of Sir Philip Wodehouse
to the President of the Free State," which appears in your
columns of this morning, you say that you " will not pretend

to judge how this very remarkable document will be received by
the people of the Free State."

I am bold enough, however, to venture an opinion that this

clear and conciliatory expression of the intentions of Her
Majesty's Government in accepting "those overtures which the

Chief Moshesh has so repeatedly made for becoming, with his

tribe, subject to Her Majesty the Queen," is justly entitled to a

cordial welcome, not only from the President and Volks-

raad, and those under their rule, but also from the Cape
Colonists, who have the real interests of their neighbours
beyond the Orange River at heart.

To me it seems that this statesmanlike paper, which " is

courteous in its language," and not, I think, fairly open to the

objection of being wanting in proper diplomacy, has not met
with so good a reception from the Standard, the Argus, or the

Advertiser and Mail as it deserved ; although, perhaps, in sug-

gesting that you and your contemporaries have indulged rather

too freely in hyper-criticism upon the Governor's despatch, I

may lay myself open to the same imputation from you all with
respect to my presumptuous comments on your leading

articles.

The reason which His Excellency puts prominently forward
for the interposition of the Queen of England on behalf of

Moshesh, is the termination of "the prolonged hostilities be-

tween the Orange Free State and the Basutos," which have
been so fruitful of evil to all parties concerned—the Cape of

Good Hope, Basutoland, and the Orange Free State.

To put the ideas of Sir Philip Wodehouse in another, though
doubtless less telling shape—this Colony has been overrun by
Basutos, and has felt the danger of its " relations" with the

Aboriginal tribes being " embarrassed" by the war—the tribe

of Moshesh, as well as their " deserving missionaries, who
have so long laboured amongst them," have severely suffered

—

and the Free State has been driven into debt and difficulty so

detrimental to its future progress.

The Argus condemns the part of the despatch which refers

to " the internal condition of the Free State," and says it

ought to have been omitted, and thus appears to agree with
you that Her Majesty's High Commissioner was deficient in

what you call " diplomatic tact," in " letting the Free State
feel that it was a weak power" in comparison with Great
Britain.
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It is an aphorism, that the truth ought not always to be told,

but, it is submitted with some confidence, that many who
approach the consideration of the important step about to be

taken by Her Majesty, for the amelioration of the Basutos,
without being guided by a too " captious spirit" of criticism,

will be of opinion that the Governor acted wisely and discreetly

in using as an argument with the President, in support of the

object Great Britain has in view—" the restoration and main-
tenance of general peace" in Southern Africa, the e.vpciUenc;/

of the Boers no longer pursuing the profitless avocations of

war in the present bankrupt state of their country's public

finances.

Sir Philip Wodehouse also, with a terseness of expression

for which you fairly give him credit, goes on to recommend the

Government of the Free State at once to " suspend hostilities,"

on the reasonable grounds that the British "Power, which is

actuated by the most fiuendly sentiments towards the Free

State," will "give the fullest consideration to the just claims

of that State, and endeavour to restrain for the future the

Basutos from making aggressions on the border of their

neighbours."
Doubtless there is something in the point you appear to

take with reference to the telegram via Aliwal North, which
announces the "Great Free State Victory," that serious "com-
plications" may arise before the terms of peace can be finally

concluded between the belligerent Boers and Basutos.

If I rightly understand your line of argument, you anticipate

that such signal success will attend the military operations of

the new commandoes, the leaders of which are so eager to gain

laurels for bravery before the din of war is for ever hushed in

the Trans-Orange regions, that by " right" of conquest,
" under the law of nations," the ivhoh of Basutoland, except

perhaps the mountain country unfit for cultivation, will belong

to the Orange Free State, and that England will not be able to

afford the promised protection to her new subjects without
expatriating them from the land of their birth, and distributing

them over the colonies of the Cape and Natal, or selecting

some other tract of country, in which they may peacefully and
successfully follow their agricultural habits.

In reply to this, I would suggest that Great Britain is not

likely to infringe the law of nations, and, if it be true that

the land which, as the Artjus has said, " was wrested by a
handful of Burghers last war from the Basutos," is essential to

their support, the probable and equitable result will be, provided

the title of conquest is fairly established, that if, in justice to

Moshesh and his tribe, the British Government be compelled
to take the land, they will grant fair compensation to the Free
State, So, after all, it is not perhaps a very extravagant
presumption that the irredeemable paper bluebacks may be
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made convertible into gold and silver out of the military chest,

which arrangement, to use a vulgarism, might "suit the book"
of the Volksraad.
The Advertiser and Mail says :

—

From the Tyd, which may be considered the organ of the more purely

Dutch element in the population of the Free State, we observe that this

movement of His Excellency—just at the time when the Free State had
aroused itself to a final effort, and when decisive victory seemed to be
within its easy grasp—is considered as unwarrantable and " shameful" in-

tervention ; and, if it hereafter appears from the correspondence that His
Excellency gave the State no reason to expect any intervention as possible

or probable, we do think that the authorities there have good reason to

consider themselves most unjustifiably aggrieved.

With all respect to the worthy editor, who so thoroughly

ridicules, in common with the Anjus, the notion of the Cham-
ber of Commerce discussing any political subject, although it

may bear upon the mercantile interests of the Colony, it is

suggested that it would have been more prudent at this critical

moment, if not more just towards His Excellency, to have
waited for the production of the correspondence before he ap-

peared to justify the insinuation that the "intervention" of

Her Majesty's Government "was unwarrantable and shameful."
I am not behind the scenes, but if there be any truth in the

exordium of Sir Philip's despatch

—

I feel sure that the Government of the Orange Free State must long
since have become aware, from the communications which I have from
time to time had the honour of addressing to you, of the great concern
with which Her Majesty's Government and myself have contemplated the
prolonged hostilities that have prevailed between that State and the
£asutos,

there cannot be good foundation for the charge that the Free

State " authorities" are " most unjustifiably aggrieved" by the

intervention of England's Queen in behalf of the sable enemies
of that State coming upon them by surprise.

The Friend having taken over into its columns, for the pur-

pose of circulation within the Orange Free State, your able

leading articles in favour of the resumption of the Sovereignty,

I think it may fairly be assumed from the heading of its Extra,

which proclaimed the despatch from the Governor to the Presi-

dent—" The thin end of the wedge—Annexation of Basuto-
land to the Empire on which the sun never sets"—that this

organ of the "abandoned British subjects" of Her Majesty
beyond the Orange Kiver hails with intense feelings of joy and
satisfaction the early prospect of the ten-itory which was once
the Sovereignty again forming part and parcel of the wide-

spreading Colonial Empire of Queen Victoria.

You must forgive me for remarking that it seems a little in-

consistent in you that, at the same time that you express a
mean opinion of Sir Philip Wodehouse as a diplomatist, and
would almost lead people to believe that, in the language of

F
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the Argus, "he would bhirt out his meaning with the bluntness

of a soldier," you seem to insinuate that in the mysterious

"pigeon-hole" of Government House there will be found a

despatch " sanctioning the annexation of the Free State, if it

should make the request, and if this Colony will assent

thereto."

While I will not depart from the opinion previously ex-

pressed on more occasions than one, that the extension of

British rule to Basutoland will "facilitate rather than retard"

the decay of the Kepublican dynasty of the Orange Free State,

or, as it has been better expressed, that " the annexation of

Basutoland is but the first step towards the restoration of

British rule north of the Orange River," I certainly think that

the Argus is quite right when it says " we do not believe that

the British Government were moved by any such idea. They
simply intended to stop a war fruitful of mischief to the com-
batants and the colony."

If this be so, the objection you take to the despatch, that

"it is written either too much in the style of my Lord Para-
mount, or it conceals a meaning which is not expressed upon
the face of it," appears entirely to fall to the ground.

Upon the whole, then, it cannot be fairly denied that this

" despatch breathes a spirit of good-will towards the Free State

and its Government," and it is submitted that it will not
jtistly bear any other interpretation, if you take it as an axiom,
that the interests of the Free State are identical with those of

this Colony in promoting peace and civilization amongst the
aboriginal tribes of Southern Africa.

It was cursorily thrown out the other day by me, that perhaps,

after all, there might be a contest between the Cape and Natal
Parliaments who should gain the prize of Basutoland.
The Graham's Town Journal, well informed and practical in

its deductions on most subjects, certainly makes it appear that

there is a great deal to be said in favour of the territory in-

habited by Moshesh and his tribe being annexed to this Colony
instead of to Natal ; and I have even heard a report, although I

will not vouch for its accuracy, that some of the Eesponsible
Government party in Cape Town are "disgusted" that the

Home Government should have given the first choice to Natal

;

but may not this alleged undue preference be ascribed to the

very strong Parliamentary protest of the Cape Legislature

against the annexation of British Kaffraria ?

I shall indeed feel much disappointed if the Governor's
despatch, which truly merits more than my feeble praise, does
not meet with the warm approbation of the Eastern Province
press ; and many of the earnest well-wishers of the Free State

hope that the favourable response by the President to this

despatch will soon relieve their anxiety as to any bad counsel
prevailing with the Volksraad to prevent the overtures of the
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British Government at tlie hands of Sir Philip Wodehouse
being received in a good spirit.

Sincerely joining with you in " hoping that nothing untoward
will mar the consummation so ardently desired, of peace on our

borders, and equitable arrangements to secure the maintenance
thereof," and enjoying the sanguine anticipation that the

"interference" by Her Majesty will be attended with the most
beneficial results, not only to both the combatants in this long-

protracted war, but also to the Cape colonists and the abori-

gines of South Africa, if only the motives which have prompted
it, and have been w^ell described in this able despatch, be not

misunderstood or misinterpreted.

Febraary 8, COLONIST.

The Chamber of Commerce and the " Argus."

Sir,—I must not forego the opportunity of thanking you for

your timely and apt quotation of the opinions of Lord Stanley,

Mr. Gladstone, and the Economist in aid of the arguments with
which I endeavoured to prove, in the face of the grave objec-

tions taken by both your contemporaries, that the Cape Town
Chamber of Commerce was perfectly competent to discuss all

the questions which had been submitted to them. As in your
editorial capacity you have made no further reference to the

subject, I will beg permission to make, in your column set

apart for correspondents, some comments on the proceedings

of yesterday at the Commercial Exchange. Although the

resolutions which have been passed will, it is thought, contrast

unfavourably with those of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of Com-
merce, the President has every reason to be satisfied with them,
inasmuch as they clearly convey " an authoritative exposition

of commercial opinion" in Cape Town in favour of the exten-

sion of British rule, in some shape or other, to what was once
the Sovereignty, as well as an approval of the contemplated
British Protectorate of the Basutos, which two points, doubtless,

he regards as the most material. The minor points rejected are

of comparatively little importance, except perhaps that the not
even " putting the question" of a vote of thanks to the Governor
may suggest the idea that at the Cape of Good Hope censure
of those in authority is ever more congenial than praise

;

although perhaps it may be also susceptible of more favourable
construction, that the gentlemen assembled thought that now
that the Queen's troops had been allowed to remain in the
colony, and that the war between the Boers and the Basutos
was likely to come to a satisfactory end. Sir Philip Wodehouse
would soon lose his unpopularity in Cape Town without their

giving him a helping hand.
With all respect for Messrs. Stein and Watson, it is sub-

f2
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mitted that the objection of '' being entirely in the dark," or "of
not having the whole case before them," in which they so reso-

lutely persisted, Avas in legal phraseology rather frivoloiis, for,

after the despatch of the Governor to President Brand, which
every person present at the meeting may be presmned to have
read, it certainly seems difficult to imagine what further infor-

mation was required with respect to the British Protectorate of

Moshesh and his tribe, to enable the Chamber of Commerce to

give an opinion as to the merits of this proposal of Her Majes-
ty's Government. It seems to me that Mr. Searle, in his short

but sensible speech, with every word of which many will, I

think, concur, hit the right nail on the head when he remarked,
" They ought in this matter to support the views of the Governor,
for he had a very difficult task to perform, and he required the

sympathy of the whole colony."

Surely when the Advertiser and Mail quotes, with apparent
sympathy and approbation, the conclusion of the Ti/d, that the

contemplated "intervention" by Her Majesty on behalf of the

Basutos is " shameful," it is high time that her loyal subjects in

Cape Town, particularly those of influence amongst the mercan-
tile body, who are of a contrary opinion, should be permitted
publicly to avow their disapproval of the sentiment " of the oi"gan

of the more purely Dutch element" of the Free State, and to

assist, at least with the expression of their good wishes, the execu-

tion of the purpose committed to her High Commissioner.
However much many may feel constrained to differ from some of

the dicta of the Argus, it must be admitted that it appears firm

and consistent in its extreme anxiety to monopolize for the

press the expression of ox?inions on public questions which even
have some bearing on the commercial interests of the country.

If the Eev. Mr. Fuller had yesterday, as a member of the

Chamber of Commerce, brought to the consideration of the
" policy of extending the British sovereignty to the Basutos,"

which he has already so ably supported, his ability and supe-

rior information on political subjects, he would have conferred

a great benefit on his country, but when he quitted the scene

of his useful editorial labours, with the evident intention of

stifling fi-ee discussion at the Commercial Exchange, it looked

very much like as if he feared that his long leader, which I

have ventiired to criticise, would not, without his vird voce inter-

ference in the deliberations of the Cape Town merchants, have
been successful in enforcing his much desired silence on politics

within the walls of the Chamber. The editor of the Arcjus is

remarkably fond of good-humoured chaff, and most adroit in

using it to overcome with ridicule the " voluminous" and
" blundering," althoiTghat the same time perhaps unanswerable
arguments of those who unfortunately disagree with him, and
he probably afforded much amusement by taking some of his

favourite commodity with him to the Chamber of Commerce
;
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but I take the liberty of suggesting that he ought not to have
misrepresented the intentions or line of conduct of some of the

actors in " the little drama" in which he himself played so

prominent a part.

He is reported to have said at the meeting :

—

The Government was just now entering into negotiations with the Free
State as an independent State, and it seemed to him very strange that aformal
resolution should go up from the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce asking

for the annexation of the Free State.

"Will Mr. Fuller be good enough to place his finger on any
one of the President's resolutions which will fairly bear this

forced construction ?

The second resolution, purposely with the fixed design of

avoiding a difficult point, upon which there was likely to be

considerable disagreement, expressly declined to enter upon the

question of annexation, and merely "made known an opinion

that the restoration of British rule to the territory which was
once the Sovereignty, was likely to be attended with beneficial

results to the interests of the Cape, Natal, and the aboriginal

tribes of South Africa."

The third resolution was only intended to convey the idea

that a " more close and binding union" (words borrowed from
Port Elizabeth) " either by Federation or otherwise, ichich

emanated from the Free State,'' &c., would probably be assented

to by Her Majesty's Government.
If the reporters have done the speeches of the editor of

the Aryus justice, there appears to be a good deal in the

observation of the Chairman, " that it seemed to him that

Mr. Fuller was more in favour of the oriyinal resolutions,"

although the idea at the time was received with laughter

;

for there is no doubt that the objection as to the want of
" definite phraseology," which has since been taken in the

columns of the Aryus, applies with greater force to the

resolutions of more attenuated form, which have been sub-

stituted for the oriyinal resolutions. The great talk at the

meeting about not declaring a " truism" may perhaps also

account for the omission of the allegation that " the British

Protectorate of Moshesh and his tribe was a step likely to

facilitate rather than to retard the resumption of British

rule over the Orange Free State."

So much for the proceedings of the Cape Town Chamber
of Commerce, which upon the whole, may be deemed satis-

factory, considering the decided efforts of two able organs
of the press to thwart them. The learned Professor of the
Heerengracht was not admitted a member of the Chamber
of Commerce in time to vote against the resolutions ; but a
laboured leading article appeared in the Volksblad of last week,
throwing as much contempt and ridicule as possible on the

course of action pi-oposed by the President of that Chamber.
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I cannot conclude without congratulating your readers on
their having been favoured with the perusal of the able article

from the Friend, which appeared in your issue of this morning.
You may excuse me for suggesting that the extract would
have more appropriately commenced with the annexed passage,

no doubt inadvertently omitted by you :

—

Our conjectures of last week proved in part, though not altogether,

unfounded. We then suggested that either mediation or the annexation
of both the Free State and Basutoland to the British Empire would probably
be the subject-matter of Sir Philip's letter ; but to our disappointment, and
we had almost added disgust, tlie annexation of the Basutos and Basutoland
is alone contemplated.

That I was pretty accurate in interpreting the heading of the

Extra which proclaimed the despatch of Sir Philip Wodehouse,
may be gathered from the following paragraph :

—

And, seeing our prosperity, who knows but what John Bull might
ultimately be induced once more to take us over, and include us also " in

the Empire on which the sun never sets ?"

The Friend very fairly places " the manifest advantage to be

gained in the Free State by the contemplated ai-rangement" in

juxta-position with "the supposed disadvantages," and who
can, after a calm and unprejudiced consideration of the case,

doubt that the former far out-weigh the latter ? This influen-

tial organ of public opinion in the Orange Free State also

places full reliance on the sense of justice of Sir Philip Wode-
house, and puts this pertinent question, " Why should the

Governor, for mere mischief sake, feel any pleasure in annoying
and tantalizing this State without cause ?"

The Graham's Town Journal, referring to the great victory

of the Smithfield commando over the Basutos at Tantje's Berg,

takes some trouble of entering into details with the good

intention of proving that there had not been sufficient time
either for President Brand or Moshesh to communicate with
their respective armies in the field to stay hostilities in accord-

ance with the wish expressed in His Excellency's despatch.

Many real friends of the State will hope that this version of the

matter will turn out to be correct, and that it is not true, as

the Advertiser and Mail throws out, "that the Free Staters are

determined to exert themselves to the utmost in the short time

allowed them lefore Moshesh is brought under the protectorate

of Great Britain." I may be wrong, but I cannot see what
additional advantage the Orange Free State can hope to gain

by not " suspending hostilities" after the receipt of Sir Philip's

overtures. But perhaps the more prudent course will be to

stop further speculation on this subject until the correspon-

dence, which has recently taken place between the Governor
and the President, be published.

COLOIS'IST.
Tuesday, February 11.
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The Governor and the Free State.

To the Free State we recommend moderation—to the High Commissioner
promptitude. The Colonists who are so deeply interested in his success,
appreciate the difficulty of his task, and will not ungenerously judge his
conduct.

—

Cape Standard.

Sir,—The conclusion of your leading article of this morning
is so full of meaning, and appropriate at the present moment,
that you must permit me to make it my theme of discussion in
your next issue. Although some of the opinions which you
have expressed may not meet with general concurrence, it will,

I think, be admitted that you are urged by " an anxious feeling,"

as to the result, to represent in a proper spirit the difficulties

which appear to you to beset the establishment of the British

Basuto Protectorate. As I earnestly believe that free discus-

sion will end in the removal of some at least of those difficul-

ties, I will endeavour, as fairly as I can, to argue those points
which seem to me most material, and calculated to bring the
question to a satisfactory issue.

1. Surely, if the task which has been confided to Her Majes-
ty's High Commissioner be difficult, it is the duty of all those
who wish well to our neighbours of the Free State, whose real

interests are not inimical to the cause of the Aboriginal Tribes,

to strengthen his hands by the expression of their sympathies
with the gi-and object he has in view—" the restoration and
maintenance of general peace" in South Africa, so essential to

its prosperity and progress. While the Eastern Province Press,

as well as the organ of the British abandoned subjects within

the Free State, have already declared strongly in favour of the

proposed step, and only regi-et that it does not go further and
extend the protection of the flag of England to the Orange
Free State, there is too much reason to fear that some of the

leaders of public opinion in the West are disposed to thwart,

rather than to assist, the carrying out of this humane policy

of Her Majesty's Government.
The Advertiser and Mail, after attempting to excite ridicule

by paraphrasing the terse and well-intentioned despatch of Sir

Philip Wodehouse, and approving of the "Free Staters" having
turned a deaf ear to " the sudden dictum of the High Commis-
sioner to stop hostilities," and advising them to continue

fighting with " the utmost energy," in the same breath that it

professes to be against " a prolongation of the war," concludes

by saying :
—"Of course the President's reply must be, in many

respects, embarrassing to His Excellency." At the risk of being

deemed uncharitable I cannot resist asking the question—Does
not the writer of this article lay himself open to the imputation

that in this instance " the wish is father to the thought ?"

The Zuid-Afrikaan, in a leader which commences by express-
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iug the laudable desire of seeing " Her Majesty's possessions in

South Africa, so as to coramaud the respect and perhaps the

confidence of the world," throws as much contemptuous abuse

as possible on Pier Representative in this Colony, and contrasts

the insignificant and "mercenary" oflice held by Sir Philip

Wodehouse as " the Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the

Queen of England's "Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in

South Africa, with its territories and dependencies," with the

much more honourable and important position of Mr. Brand,
as the President of the Independent Republic of the Orange
Free State. This journal, which is widely circulated amongst
the respectable agriculturists of Dutch descent at this end of

the Colony, and probably reaches the Trans-Orange regions,

also very unfairly endeavours to create a prejudice against the

British Government by misrepresenting the motives which have
induced their " rude, roufih, and insolent intervention'" to put an
end to the war between the Boers and the Basutos. When, on
the one side, sentiments like these are freely published, the

Argus, whose sympathies are certainly with the other side, must
forgive me for dissenting from its opinion, that " the Chamber
of Commerce have complicated the situation by their officious

resolutions," not " on the annexation of the Free State," but only

in favour of the hoisting of the British ensign at the fort of

Bloemfontein, as well as on the mountain of Thaba Bosigo.

2. You say, " beyond all question the Free State will continue

the struggle, and endeavour to improve its recent successes ;"

and the Arrjiis " does not blame Mr. Brand for the perfectly

natural course he is pursuing, now that the occupation of Basu-
toland by a foreign power is imminent," of endeavouring to
" secure a substantial slice of territory before it is handed
over."

With all respect for both your opinions, I cannot see how the

principle " of possession being nine-tenths of the law" can well

be applied to this case, and how the Free State can be said to

improve its position, when the time arrives to settle the

boundaries of Basutoland by any 7ieiv conquests of territory it

now makes. If I am not mistaken, the principal cause of the

present war is the continuance of occupation by the Basutos of

the territory which is alleged to have " been conquered and
ceded by Moshesh himself in the treaty of 186G." It is sub-

mitted that, if the Free State can succeed in establishing a
legal or equitable title to this land, " under the law of nations,"
the British Government, if compelled, in justice to the original

owners, to restore the land, will grant an equivalent in value
to the claimants. At any rate, it is difficult to see why any-
thing that can happen after notice, that Basutoland is to become
a portion of the Imperial Colonial Empire, can give to the Orange
Free State a better title to the ceded tenitory, which was
acquired by force of arms during the last war. I cannot agree
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with yon, that " vigorous action on the part of the Free State

may materially alter the situation of affairs, and that the views

of the English Ministry, and more particularly the Parliament,

will entertain of this husiness may possibly be much modified."

Whatever success may now attend the warlike operations of
" Mr. Brand and his Bm-ghers," it does not seem probable that

the British Parliament will sanction the expulsion of the

Basutos from their native land, unless the Cape and Natal are

prepared to welcome them as fugitives, or some other congenial

soil, suited to their agricultural pursuits, can be allotted to

them. The annexed extract from the Great Eastern will not be

thought irrevelant to the point I am now arguing :

—

It is possible tbat the commando had not received the despatch of Sir

Philip, or instructions from the President on it ; but it is to be regretted, for

the sake of the Free State, that these operations, successful in themselves,

should have occurred at this critical time. It would have been better for

the belligerents to have laid down their arms until the visit of Sir Philip,

under every circumstance. Had the boers administered one crushing blow
in spite of the despatch, there would have been at any rate the determina-

tion in it of showing Sir Philip that they could whip the Basutos single-

handed ; but this so called victory will not have much effect. It is in

reality the capturing of a certain number of oxen, sheep, and horses. Tieme
still defies them, Thaba Bosigo still lays claim to the merit of being impreg-

nable, and whilst that is the case, the war between the Free State and the

Basuto-—putting on one side the interference of the Home Government—is

as far off as when the commandos went to the front some months ago.

3. Many practical men will concur with the position so

forcibly taken by the Argus in its able leader of this morning,
" that Mr. Brand would have done wisely in abstaining from
pressing for the boundary line as fixed by the last treaty."

The Basutos, when they become British subjects, will be under
control and prevented making aggressions on their neighbours,

and thus the reason assigned by the Free State for establishing

a character for firmness of purpose and insisting on the new
boundary line, will cease to have force. It cannot be reason-

ably expected that, as the Aryus well puts it, *' the British

Government" will do less than " insist, however unpleasant it

may be, that the Basutos have room left to live and till their

land ;" but, as Sir Philip Wodehouse has assured President

Brand that he is prepared to " give the fullest consideration to

the just claims of the State," it by no means follows that the

South African Eepublic will not be able to make out a good
case for compensation out of the military chest.

Let me, as usual, make a quotation from my old friend, the

Graham'' s Town Journal, to assist my argument on this head :

—

Should the Free State obtain any marked successes before the annexation

of Basutoland is proclaimed, the position of affairs will be somewhat curious.

We have already said that one of the puzzling questions arising out of the
Imperial decision will be, how much of Basutoland is to be dealt with ?

Should the commandos gain any more advantages, take one or two moun-
tains, and drive the Basutos beyond the limits of the country already pro-

claimed by the Bloemfoutein Government as conquered and annexed to the
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Slate, wLat consideration to such facts will be given by tbe representative
of Her Majesty's Government ?—wbat value will be set upon tbem by tbe
Free State ? Tbere is one answer to tbe question. "Whatever the British

—

not tbe Cape—Government insist upon, must be conceded by both Basutos
and Burghers.

4. There may be some weight in the objection you take that

the proclamation of Basutoland as British territory, or perhaps
more correctly, of the Basutos as British subjects, should have
been simultaneous with the ratification of the terms upon
which the Boers and the Basutos had been concluded, but
perhaps the explanation of the delay in the High Com-
missioner's proceeding to the scene of action may prove
satisfactory. At any rate, it does not seem very probable that,

as you suggest, the " state of circumstances in March or April"
will be so altered fts to make any " change in the policy of the

British Government desirable or practicable." All who have
the interests of this Colony and the Orange Free State at heart,

Avill cordially join you in deprecating anything approaching to

a hostile attitude between the two countries ; but, as you
appear to throw out, the fact that the supply of ammunition
can be so easily stopped, ought to prevent the Volksraad from
relying too much on the independence of the Free Kepublic, or,

from listening to bad counsel, to treat the overtures of peace
with contempt.

5. I regret that I cannot fully sympathize with your com-
ments on the leading article of the Friend, which meets with
my unqualified approbation. While you appear perfectly to

understand that Her Majesty's abandoned subjects of the Free
State are sadly disappointed at the undue preference which has
been given to Moshesh and his tribe, by bestowing British

protection only on Basutoland, you anticij)ate difficulty in the

immediate re-union of what was once the Sovereignty with
Great Britain, and talk of some " supplemental treaty of

alliance" between the Free State and this Colony. Although
there may be some objection to the annexation of the Orange
Free State, either to the Cape or Natal, which seems to frighten

the Cape colonists as well as the Free Staters, I cannot see any
valid reason why the territoiy, which only a few years ago was
under the regal sway of England's Queen, should not again
form part and parcel of the Colonial dominions of Her Majesty,

and it would be easy to devise some form of Government suited

to it under the auspices of the flag of Great Britain.

6. " You wish well to the Basutos," and very properly think

that " the question of righteous dealing with the Aborigines"
will be advanced by the new policy towards Moshesh and his

tribe.

After the able letter of your correspondent, "A Frontier

Man," so fresh in the memory of your readers, it would be
tedious to dwell upon this large subject ; but I cannot conclude
without expressing my entire concurrence with his opinion that
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the contemplated British Protectorate of the Basutos has
something to do with the decision of the Home Government in

retaining the Queen's troops in South Africa.

Thursday, 13tb February, 1868. COLONIST.

His Excellency the Governob and the Free
State.

Sir,—Whatever may he the opinion of the people of the

Orange Free State with respect to the contemplated British

Basuto Protectorate, there is no longer any doubt that the

able despatch of Her Majesty's High Commissioner has not
met with a very favourable reception from the authorities

of that State. The reply of President Brand, which he
concludes by " regretting that he cannot coincide with His
Excellency that the course proposed will lead to the future

genei'al peace of South Africa," speaks for itself, and has
already called forth from one of the organs of public opinion
in Cape Town unqualified approval, together with the opinion
that Sir Philip Wodehouse has " got himself into a most
decidedly unpleasant fix," and " that it is hard to imagine
what answer he can give to it." There are many, it is

thought, who will not join in warm admiration of the
" simplicity" and •' firmness" of its language, or of the

strength of its arguments, but will rather consider that it

displays a want of proper confidence in the sense of justice

and good intentions of the British Government, and feel

inclined to agree with the Argus of this morning, that it

amounts to very little more than " a resume of the history

of the war," somewhat ex parte, and perhaps not quite fairly

setting forth both sides of the question. Those also who
are sanguine as to the success about to be taken by Her
Majesty's Ministers for the laudable purpose of putting an
end "to the present internecine struggle between the Free
State and the Basuto tribes, so dangerous to the peace of

this Colony," will entertain the hope that your last-named
contemporary is not very far wrong when it says :

—

We very much doubt whether Mr. Brand's letter at all represents the
general feeling in the State. Wo shall know more about it when the
Raad meets, but, if the Friend at all represents the feeling of the people,

Mr. Brand's forebodings will not be echoed by the more enlightened
of the burghers.

In my last I ventured to direct the notice of your readers

to the ludicrous paraphrase of the Governor's despatch by
the Advertiser and Mail, and I now beg leave to annex an
extract from the Port Elizabeth Telegraph, which seems to

me much more fair and comprehensive in its explanation

of this most important document, and which gives good
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reasons why it merited a more cordial reception at tlie Lands
of the worthy President of the Orange Free State :

—

In that commuuicatiou Her Majesty's High Commissioner intimates,

through the proper channel, to the people of the adjoining Eepublic, that

Her Majesty having been most graciously pleased to accede to the repeated

prayer of Moshesh, he had received Her Majesty's commands to take steps

for consummating the wishes of his sable Majesty. In order to prepare

the way for an early and amicable settlement of the various questions pre-

sently pending between the government of the former country and the latter

nation or tribe. His Excellency very properly suggested to both the propriety

of an immediate cessation of hostilities, giving as his reason for tendering

such advice, that as one of the belligerents was then, in all probability,

about to become the subjects of a Power actuated by the most friendly sen-

timents towards the other, it would be his endeavour, in carrying out the

measure resolved upon by the Queen, to give the fullest consideration to the

just claims of the latter, that is, of the Orange Free State. Considering

the nature of the recommendation thus made, the source from whence it

emanated, the near prospect it afforded of a possible speedy termination of

a war that has brought honour and renown to neither of the combatants,

and of a lasting peace between the contending peoples, we had not unrea-

sonably hoped both would have cheerfully consented to an armistice. The
Paramount Chief of the Basutos, to his praise be it said, was no sooner

informed of the fact that his most ardent desire was about to be accom-

plished, and of the wish of his future Sovereign's representative in South
Africa that a truce might be proclaimed simultaneously throughout the

Orange Free State and Basutoland, than he at once despatched a messenger
to the enemy's camp, expressing his readiness to give immediate effect to

the latter. Instead, however, of meeting the friendly overtures of Moshesh
in a becoming spirit, the President, after consultation with his Executive,

intimated, in reply to the message sent by the former, that the war would
be continued as heretofore, till the ceded territory had been evacuated by
the Basutos, and certain Basuto murderers given up.

Nothing contained in the reply of President Brand has, it

is submitted, shaken the argument before advanced, that the

Free State cannot, by prolonging hostilities, even if the most
signal success attend their arms, improve their position when
the time arrives in April or March for entering into negotiations

with the Queen of England's Eepresentative with respect to the

boundaries of Basutoland. The question appears to me simply

to resolve itself into this : Will the mere fact of the belligerent

Burghers acquiring for a second time by force of conquest the
" tenitory annexed by proclamation of Commandant-General
Fick to the Orange Free State," the limits of which are parti-

cularly defined in the President's despatch, give the Free State,

when it comes to settle the point amicably with Great Britain, a
better title to this land than the formal cession of it by
Moshesh Avhen " he was compelled to sue for peace" at the ter-

mination of the last war ? The object- of the war being, as

Mr. Brand says, the evacuation by the Basutos of the territory

above mentioned, the annexation of which to the Orange Free
State was ratified by the Volksraad on the 7th February, 1867,

if a third party intervene and stoj) the pending hostilities, surely

the fair basis of negotiation is the state of things in existence

at the commencement of this Avar.
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If, under all the cii'cumstauces, the Free State can establish

an equitable riyht "under the law of nations" to the land in

question, she will be allowed by Great Britain to retain it ; or,

if justice towards the Basutos requires its being restored to the

native possessors of the soil, she will obtain compensation for

its loss. But no brilliant victories by the Burghers, nor need-

less slaughter of their sable enemies, nor wanton demolition

of their crops, will prevent Great Britain from acting with even-

handed justice towards those of the tribe of Moshesh who have
escaped from the deadly ravages of war ; for henceforth they

are to be British subjects.

The President says :—" I hope and trust that the Basutos
will now be brought to j)ay regard to the treaties entered into

by them, and to respect the lives and property of our people ;"

but he seems to be unmindful of the fact that England's
Queen, in throwing her shield of protection over the Basutos,

becomes responsible for the good conduct of her new subjects

towards a neighbouring independent Eepublic with whom she is

in terms of friendly alliance. The tone and tenor of President

Brand's reply certainly convey an impression that nothing
short of absolute possession of the recently annexed territory

will satisfy the Volksraad, and if so, serious difficulties may,
after all, as you anticipated, arise, when it becomes necessary

to decide how much of the land of its birth the tribe of Moshesh
is to be allowed to retain, to prevent it from starving or becom-
ing a nuisance to the neighbouring colonies of the Cape or

Natal.

The sxibjoined remarks of the King William''s Town Gazette on
this point are not irrelevant :

—

Yet President Brand does not appear inclined to submit without a mur-
mur to what he cannot possibly avoid. He demands the removal of the
Basutos from the territory ceded at the termination of the last campaign,
and further requires the surrender of a number of Kafirs who are, in his

estimation, guilty of the murder of certain of his subjects. To this last

proposition we can see no objection, and it remains to be seen whether
Moshesh will demur at it. But the first part of the condition involves a
very serious question, and one which must be left in the hands of the
Government. When Sir Philip Wodehouse, at the request of the President,

prescribed the boundary of the Free State, he did so upon the condition
that his opinion was to be respected. Since then the Staters, in their

thirst for territory they cannot occupy, have driven the Basutos back, and
forthwith claim an extension. At a time of extremity Moshesh acceded to

their wishes ; but afterwards, conceiving that a promise extorted by com-
pulsion was not binding, he re-occupied, and consequently induced another
war. As this war is still in progress, and as neither side has yet laid claim
to victory, the matter may be considered as sub judice. In this position of
affairs the annexation of Basutoland is suggested, and Sir Philip Wodehouse
will most probably take his own boundary for the country.

The President also expresses surprise at the proposition that
Moshesh and his tribe were to become subjects of the British

Crown, and seems to think it inconsistent with the Articles of

Convention of the 23rd of February, 1854, which precluded
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"Her Majesty's Government from entering into any treaty to

the north of the Orange Eiver which m'ujht he injurious or prejudi-

cial to the Oraugc River Government f but, in reply to this, it

may be urged that Her Majesty, so far from having "any icish or

intention" to injure or prejudice the Orange River Government,
positively declares, by the mouth of her accredited representa-

tive, "that she is actuated by the most friendly sentiments

towards the Free State, and that her endeavour will be, in

carrying out this measure, to give the fullest consideration to

the just claims of that State, and to take every precaution

against the renewal of those disorders on the border, which
have led to such repeated complaints, and have ultimately

caused the present war."
For my own part, I do not despair that better counsels will

yet prevail with the Volksraad at their extraordinary session,

and that they will be brought by calm discussion to see " that

a good thing is being done for the Free State" in making the

Basutos British subjects, and that they will regard it as the

first step towards the extension of British rule to the territory

now governed by a free republic. The happy day when "the
Union Jack will once more float in Bloemfontein" is not far

distant, if there be any truth in the following remarks of the

Natal Mercury

:

—
This news, so important in its bearing upon the political relationships of

Natal, the Cape Colony, and, indeed, of all south-east Africa, is contained
in a despatch which we publish elsewhere, written by Sir Philip Wodehouse,
Her Majesty's High Commissioner, to President Brand. Sir Philip an-

nounces the intention of the Queen's Government without any reservation,

and states his intention to visit Basutoland for the purpose of completing

the arrangement and defining boundary lines in March next. Our neigh-

bours in the Free State have received the intelligence with mixed feelings.

Their best men are only too anxious that Great Britain should cast the
agis of her power over the whole of Southern Africa, but they don't like to

let the Basutos alone just when they appear on the point of submission.
Nor do they approve of the annexation of Basutoland only. They want the

Free State to share in the arrangement. They are tired of Eepublicauism,
and sigh for the repose and security under British rule. They ask why the
Basutos, who have given no little trouble to the British Government in

times past, who have spilt the blood of British troops, and foiled the genius

of British generalship on more than one occasion, should be taken into the
Imperial fold, while the Free State people, who were British subjects for-

merly, until summarily cast off by the Government of that day, are left to

shift for themselves in the wilderness, are left, as they aptly describe it,

" out in the cold."

If the British abandoned subjects of Her Majesty, whose feel-

ings are so well portrayed in the foregoing extract from the

Xatal Mercury, which only echoes the sentiments of the Friend

of the Free State, will but give a hearty welcome to Sir Philip

"Wodehouse when he comes amongst them on his mission of

peace, and request him to lay at the foot of the throne their

petition, that Her Majesty will be pleased to restore them to

her favour, and place them on the same footing at least with
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Moshesh and his tribe, it will not be long before " the more
close and binding union" between this Colony and the Orange
Free State, in favour of which the Chambers of Commerce of

Port Elizabeth and Cape Town have been so terribly " officious"

as to express a decided opinion, will be an accomplished fact.

Before concluding, your readers must forgive me for quoting
the opinion of the Great Eastern in support of my late arguments
on behalf of the course pursued by the Cape Town Chamber of

Commerce, which has been so strongly condemned :

—

It is quite competent for the Chamber of Commerce to discuss the subject
of annexation. The Chambers are not only competent, but it is a duty
they owe to the commerce they represent to bring their influence to bear
upon such measures. The re-establishment of British rule in the Free
State, and the want of order in the Border States, bear more upon the com-
merce of this colony than any matter now before the public.

Saturday, 15th February. COLONIST.

The Governok and the Free State.

SiE,—Whatever may be regarded the sound opinion as to

the spirit and substance of the reply of President Brand to Sir

Philip "Wodehouse's despatch, it would be useless to endeavour
to disguise the fact that the apparent independence it displays

meets with much sympathy and support within this colony.

It does not appear very difficult to account for this. As between
Great Britain and the Orange Free State, the natural desire in

the human breast to protect the weak against the strong is

brought into play for the purpose of jealously watching against

any infringement of "the law of nations by a neutral power,"
while the antagonism of feeling between the "two distinct

races" prevents the wise resolve of Earl Derby's Cabinet to
" restore and maintain the general peace of South Africa," by
putting an end, uithout further delay, to "the internecine struggle

between the Boers and the Basutos" being favoured by so

hearty a response from the Cape Colonists, as it certainly

deserves. Now that the tide of success in warlike operations

seems evidently to have turned in favour of the Free State, the
opportunity of humbling the pride of Moshesh and his tribe,

and checking for ever " the thieving propensities" of these
" irreclaimable savages," is too good to be lost, and the belli-

gerent burghers are therefore counselled and encouraged bravely
to fight on, and continue the work of slaughter, and conquer
as much territory as possible, with a view of improving the
position of the South African Eepublic, when Her Majesty's
High Commissioner begins to arbitrate between the combatants,
and to fix the future boundaries of Basutoland. There appears
to be, in some quarters, a perfect horror even at the idea of
Queen Victoria increasing the number of her sable subjects in

South Africa, while the reasonable fear that the remnant of the
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tribe of Moshesh will not have laud enough left wherein to live,

and thus be compelled to annoy their neighbours of the Cape,
Natal, and perhaps even the Free State, seems to be treated

with indifference, or at least is not looked upon as the main
question in dispute, which, after all, it is, whether the hostili-

ties be at once suspended, or the wretched warfare be prolonged
until March or April next.

While at Cape Town, in a leader which concludes apparently
ii expressing concurrence with the laudable wish of the Friend
that British rule shall be extended to the Free State as well as

to Basutoland, the Zukl-Ajrikaan complains that the loisa mrtjcs-

tas of the President has not been sufficiently resented, and
throws out that " the bold and decided policy of the independent
Eepublic" shall be the giving a preference to " the stern arbi-

trament of arms" over " accepting" from Her Majesty her
peaceful "intervention at the eleventh hour of the day ;" at

Port Elizabeth, in the columns of the Eastern Province Herald,

Sir Philip Wodehouse is unceremoniously dubbed " a confirmed
negroj)hilist," in whose good intentions, where the interests of

colonists and of natives are in antagonism, so little faith is

placed," that even his gifts must cause distrust. Surely, this is

hardly fair towards the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope,
when it is recollected that the British Basuto Protectorate is

not his sole act, but the solemn decision of Her Majesty's Minis-

ters in Downing- street, about the time they were called upon to

consider the bearing of the question of the then proposed with-

drawal of the Queen's troops upon the cause of the aborigines

and the general peace of South Africa as affecting the interests

of this Colony ; and perhaps also after the Emperor Napoleon
had made some representation in behalf of " the deserving

French missionaries who have so long laboured among the

Basutos."
It is indeed gratifying to me to turn from these organs of

public opinion in the West and East to the practical, sensible,

and well-argued leading article of the Ari/vs of this morning,
from which, according to my usual bad habit, I must crave per-

mission to transfer to your columns the annexed quotation :

—

In two despatches addressed to Moshesh aud Mr. Brand, Sir Philip com-
municated the decisiou of the British Government, and proposed an imme-
diate cessation of hostilities, promising at the same time to come up as

quickly as possible and arrange the boundary. Moshesh, as a matter of

course, welcomed the intelligence, and sent a flag of truce to his enemies.

Mr. Brand, however, did not at all relish the announcement, and naturally

resolved to press his advantage, so that he might arrange the boundary on
his own terms. He, moreover, expressed the opinion, in his reply to Sir

Philip, that the proposed protectorate of Great Britain would not be of

advantage to the Free State. This opinion it is hard to understand, unless

upon the supposition that Mr. Brand fears the annexation of Basutoland
will be followed by the surrender of the Free State, or that it will put a stop

to the gradual encroachment of the Burghers upon the territory of their

troublesome neighbours. We believe, however, that Mr. Brand is greatly

mistaken. The Free State needs nothing just now so much as rest. The
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Administration of justice and the adjustment of financial difficulties must
be attended to, or the State will fall to pieces from sheer internal weakness.
The British protectorate will train the Basutos to more orderly habits and
teach them to respect the rights of their neighbours, while the Basutos will

be safe from any aggressive spirit which may exist on the other side. Quietly

folded in the mane of the British Lion, they will have leisure to cultivate

one of the richest soils in South Africa. Before the war they supplied the

Free State with its grain, and there is no reason why, if peace can be per-

manently established, a mutually beneficial trade should not spring up
between the two countries.

Although I will not depart from the opinion, before expressed,

that it behoves all those who are opposed to the so-called

Responsible Government, not to thwart or to embarrass the

execution of the policy of the Home Government, with whom
rests the responsibility of the management of the native

question, there cannot be any objection against suggestions

being made in the columns of the press in aid of that policy

being satisfactorily carried out by Her Majesty's Representative

on the spot. Many will now think that there is a great deal in

what you said the other day :
" "When a thing of this sort has

to be done, it should be done at once," and that His Excellency

would not go far wrong in taking your hint, and being " prompt
in action" in this important matter. Unfortunately, the delay

which has taken place in proclaiming, in a formal manner, the

Basutos to be British subjects, has enabled the independent

Free Republic rather to treat with scorn than otherwise the

overtures of peace, which come direct from England, and this

difficulty, which has been thrown in the way of Her Majesty's

wish, that the din of war in South Africa should be at once
hushed, appears, for the reasons above attempted to be
explained, to meet with sympathy from some of Hex Majesty's

subjects within the Cape Colony, although at Natal the feeling

of the people appears to be altogether on the side of the pro-

posed British Basuto Protectorate, if the press there be a fair

index of public opinion. I am also glad to observe that your
special Graham's Town correspondent announces the pleasing

fact that " the news about the annexation of the territory of

Moshesh has given unqualified satisfaction there," and that,

while he foresees that difficulties are likely to arise in the

negotiations between Sir Philip Wodehouse, President Brand,
and Moshesh, he hopes that the Parliament of the Cape will

cordially co-operate with the views of the Imperial Government.
It would appear, from the annexed extract of the Port

Elizabeth Teleijraph, that it does not anticipate many '• serious

complications" in settling this question, but it is again most
earnestly submitted that the idea of placing this Colony in

any position approximate to one of hostility with our neigh-

bours of the Free State ought to be most anxiously avoided :

—

What the High Commissioner will most likely do is, to expre«s in

language that it will be impossible for his Honour to misconstrue, much
less misunderstand, his regret that the latter should have rejected the

G
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counsel tendered by himself and the friendly advances of the Basuto
Chieftain, and then hasten his departure for the North-east, and proceed

with as little delay as possible straight to Thaba Bosigo, there to receive,

on Her Majesty's behalf, her new subjects, and after having done that

to demand of the belligerent burghers, in the Queen's name, an immediate
cessation of hostilities, with the alternative, on refusal, of incurring Her
Majesty's dire displeasure. The action taken by President Brand on the

Basuto Chief's last request is calculated to retard rather than hasten a

friendly solution of the questions now pending between their respective

peoples ; and unless the forthcoming meeting of the Volki^raad takes a

more enlightened view of the situation than the Executive appears to

have done, we fear it will be necessary for Her Majesty's High Commis-
sioner to add physical to moral suasion, in order to enforce compliance with

His Excellency's wishes in reference to the cessation of hostilities over

the Orange Eiver.

Tuesday, 18th February, 1868. COLONIST.

President Brand's Keply to the Queen's
Representative.

Sir,—Not fully symiDathising with those who, after the satis-

factory evidence to the contrary, still doubt the good intentions

of the Home Government towards the Cape of Good Hope,
and are so ungrateful as to look upon the peaceful " intervention

of His Excellency in the Queen's name as ungenerous and
unjust in the extreme," I have declined to join the Zuid-

Afrikaan and the Advertiser and Mail in their warm encomiums
of the " independent" reply of the President of the Eepublic

of the Orange Free State, and I now desire, through the

medium of your columns, to show that my ideas on this subject,

if not sound, are, at least, not singular.

The Great Eastern concludes a practically sensible leading

article, the purport of which may be said to be the well-meant

endeavour, before it is too late, of urging upon the Cape
Colony to prevent not only Basutoland, but also the Free State,

being annexed to Natal, whereby it would lose the advantage
of the Imperial expenditure consequent on the Basutos
becoming British subjects, as well as the trade of the two
countries converted into British territory, with the subjoined

clear opinion, clothed in the editor's characteristic language :

—

Mr. President Brand's letter to the Governor is full of bounce and
bluster. His Honour's history of the war exhibits the colour of the

President's mind. He turns fiction into fact, and thinks that " tall talk"

will frighten Sir Philip and the Queen's Government. It is no doubt
painful to him and to his friends to feel that they are not to be allowed
to disturb the peace and tranquillity of the country any longer, and that
they are not to defy their colonist creditors by keeping their law courts

closed. But the best, the most intelligent, and honest men of the Free
State have long asked to have the Eoyal Standard of England planted
over that of the Republic. The day upon which the Free State is

re-armexed to the British nation, whether it be a part of this Colony or

Natal, will be a day of great rejoicing at Bloemfontein, and wherever in the
State good and true men are to be found.
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I have also ventured to express regret that the President

did not comply with the reasonable request of Sir Philip

Wodehouse, and at once suspend hostilities, on the ground that

if the origin of the war were just, the Free State could not
hope to improve its position, when the time arrived for enter-

ing into negotiations with Great Britain's representative, by
continuing the fight and conquering anew the territory which
had been ceded by Moshesh at the termination of the last war.

It seems to me that the line of argument I have adopted
is not inconsistent with that of the Grraham's Town Journal,

conveyed by the annexed extract from its temperate and closely

reasoned leader on " Mr. Brand's reply" :

—

The greater paxt of it is taken up with a narrative of the rise and progress

of the war, and may be dismissed with brief comment. The course of the
narrative shows that the war, as far as the State is concerned, is a just war,
that it was undertaken to enforce the treaty of April, 1866, which Moshesh
had violated, and avenge the murder of two subjects of the State, and that

it is now being carried on with vigour and a prospect of success. The
object of this statement is to prove that the proposed interference of the
British Government is not justified by anything the State has done in going
to war, or by anything it has failed to do in commanding the probabilities

of peace. Against the first position we have nothing to say. In our judg-

ment the war was not to be avoided by the Free State. As to the proba-

bilities of peace, we are in great doubt. Of late the commandoes have done
something ; the affair at Tanjesberg is a notable achievement. But what
evidence is there that the Basutos are being thoroughly subdued 1 If by
peace is meant another treaty with Moshesh, no doubt that sort of thing
could have been secured long ago. But that has been proved to be but a
mockery and a sham. The only question worth asking is, whether the Free
State can command an enduring peace. And we confess that we see no
likelihood of its doing so in the next dozen or twenty years. Putting
British interference out of sight, the probabilities are that a peace between
the Burghers and the Basutos this year would stumble into a war the next,

and that this see-saw of truce-making and truce-breaking would go on just

long enough to exhaust the Free State of its wealth, and force it into habits

of turbulence and national immorality. It is because we think so, .that we
support the annexation of Basutoland, believing it to be the best chance

—

excepting its own annexation—the Free State has of a return to quiet and
industry.

The Friend of the Free State, which, as being on the spot,

ought to be a good authority, does not appear to differ much
from the Graham's Town Journal as to the prospect of a lasting

peace between the Boers and the Basutos, if left to themselves

to fight it out, and apparently contradicts the sanguine antici-

pation of President Brand, " that the object of the war is nearly

accomplished, and that the arms of the Free State will, under
God's blessing, be everywhere successful," when it writes as

follows :

—

It is true that rather cheering progress has of late been made with the

war. But the commandoes now once more appear to be at a stand-still.

The Upper, or Jonbert's, division has done little or nothing since the taking

of Marakabi's stronghold on the 21st and 22nd ult., beyond sending out a
fruitless patrol of 600 men, who looked at the Caledon, found it full, shot

one stray Basuto, and returned to the camp. The combined Smithfield

division did a splendid day's work on the 28th ult., when it captured the

G 2
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Tanjesberg, oue of the strongest natural fortresses in Basutoland ; but
unless it move on quickly, and take Kieme, the little advantage we have
gained will soon be thrown away. Could we but believe that the Basutos
would be entirely subdued in three months—as some of our friends pretend
to do—we should deprecate the interference of Sir P. "Wodehouse as much
as they ; but we cannot forget the vexatious delays and disappointments
of the past three years. We could, undoubtedly, in course of time, take all

the strongholds of the Basutos, but even then we should not have destroyed
the people ; and when our commandoes returned to within the old

boundaries of the State, the Basutos would follow them, take up their old

places of residence, and again prey upon our flocks and herds.

While the Zuid-Afrikaan regrets that the President of the

Orange Free State should have erred in not more decidedly

vindicating his Jasa mnjestas, it will strike very many that the

Graham's Toun Journal takes a much more practical and com-
mon sense view of the matter in the annexed passage :

—

Now, independence and self-respect are excellent qualities, and a Presi-

dent of a State as insignificant as is the one Mr. Brand represents, is en-

titled to possess them and also to exhibit them, even when in diplomatic
communication with the representative of Her Britannic Majesty. But it

is not independence and self-respect which we see in this part of Mr.
Brand's reply. We do not like to say that we see in it the vulgar quality of

impudence. But we may freely say that the common courtesy of diplo-

matic intercourse is conspicuous by its absence. Mr. Brand does not even
regret that he cannot consider His Excellency's suggestions. Probably his

Honour thinks that the elected chief of a republic should studiously avoid
the good manners which may be all very well for the representatives of

monarchies and monarchs. Mr. Brand ought to be a good judge of his

position, and he may see it to. be his policy to press the war ; but policy is

many-sided, and he should have paid some regard to the impression the
language and temper of his despatch would be likely to have on his corre-

pondent, who is not only Sir Philip Wodehouse, but, in this case, the repre-

sentative of no small Power, whose suggestions may have something behind
them, and are at all events worth notice.

This able journal also seems to me most triumphantly to

answer the insinuation of Mr. Brand, that the present inter-

ference of Her Majesty's Government is inconsistent with the
Convention of 1854 and " His Excellency's letter of the 20th of

January, 1866 ;" but I shall spoil the argument if I attempt to

paraphrase it, so I will give your readers the whole of its con-

clusion on this point :

—

From this it would seem as if Mr. Brand considers that it is unalterably
due to the Free State that its relations to tribes over the Orange should
not, according to Article 2, be meddled with in any way by the British
Government ; and it looks also as if he thought that in 1866 Sir Philip
took that view of the subject. Whereas the facts are that in 1866 the High
Commissioner exercised his judgment as to whether that was a proper time
to interpose, and decided that it was not ; but now, in 1867, exercising his
judgment again, and being expressly instructed to do so by the Home
authorities, he decides that it is the proper time, and is perfectly consistent
with himself in doing so. In 1866 His Excellency did not foresee another
war in 1867—another war, " injurious and prejudicial" to the Free State,
and to all South Africa. This he sees only too clearly in 1868, and as this
alternation of war and peace threatens to become chronic, he steps in, or
rather the Imperial Government steps in, and acts in accordance with, and
not contrary to the Convention in 1854, or the spirit of the letter

of 1866
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So much for the reply of the worthy President, to which, in

my opinion, the able and amusing editor of Graham's Town,
far less conversant with diplomatic correspondence than Sir

PLilip Wodehouse, has given a satisfactory rejoinder ; so the

difficulty suggested by the Advertiser and MalT with respect to

the embarrassing situation of His Excellency has already
vanished into thin air. That I was not very wrong in attempt-
ing to account for the sympathy, on the part of the Cape
Colonists, with the prolongation of the war, by the antagonism
of feeling between the two races, may be gathered from a
special cox'respondent of the Great Eastern, who writes thus :

—

It is the opinion of many that the treaty of peace will have to be baptised
in bloo ), before it is accepted by the Free State. Every ^person from the
Free State agrees in saying that the burghers are now so distributed that

they are careless as regards the future of the country or themselves, pro-

vided they obtain bitter and minute punishment of the marauders of

Basutoland. A very fair index to the feelings of these people may be
gathered from the savage act perpetrated at Klokonani, where the whites
not only slew the Kafirs, but went to the extra trouble of hurling them over
the rocks, for which act I invoke the deepest utterance of contempt that the
human heart is capable of expressing on the base-hearted scoundrels who
soiled their dirty hands with an act calculated to lower the prestige of our
race in South Africa. Why, for pity's sake, does not the Friend suppress
such revolting details, which are enough to stamp with infamy the whole
nation !

The Fort Beaufort Advocate, from which I usually quote with

pleasure, appears to me for once to be on the wrong side,

when it says :

—

We repeat, we entirely sympathise with the weaker power in this instance

;

and unless the British Government is prepared to carry out its new policy

to a much greater extent than is indicated in His Excellency's despatch,

and extend the protection equally over the State from whose hands it

intends to strike the sword, it will act most unjustly, inflict a blow on the
peace of South Africa which will ultimately redound to its dishonour, and
to the ruin of the whole country. The reply of President Brand to the
Governor's despatch is temperate and respectful, but firm. The President
puts his case argumeutatively, and like a lawyer " shows cause" why he
should not, under the circumstances, abrogate the trust reposed in him by
the people at the most critical moment of his administration, and give his

unqualified adhesion to the course urged upon him by the Governor.

The fallacy of this reasoning, which is shared in by the

Eastern Province Herald and some other Frontier newspapers,

seems founded on the assumption that the Queen of England's
protection of Moshesh and his tiibe does not impose upon Her
Majesty, which it clearly does, the responsibility of preventing

her new subjects from annoying their neighbours, an independent

nation, in terms of friendly alliance with Great Britain.

The Great Eastern properly remarks :
—" It is very annoying

to hear such questions raised as, shall we have to pay for pro-

tecting the Basuto border, and if so, what will it cost?" The
idea that perhaps the expense of any new arrangements may be
" shuffled off from the British Government on to the Colonists"

makes the proposed British Basuto Protectorate less popular
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than it ought to be, but BUi*ely this fear is groundless woir that

Her Majesty has resolved to retain her troops in South Africa,

and the Governor -would do well in the present juncture to

publish, for the benefit of those so deeply interested in the
question, the despatch of the Duke of Buckingham, in reply to

the Parliamentary resolutions which he so strenuously sup-

ported. Although it is said that the " Hollanders" resident in

the Orange Free State are "very angry at the interference of

the British," it is probable that the majority of the people of

that State will see the advantage of having for their neighbours
British subjects instead of savages, over whom their chiefs can
exercise no sufl&cient control, and it is earnestly to be hoped
that the President and Volksraad may yet, after calm delibera-

tion, see fit to restrain for a while the fierce bloodhounds of

war, and, in common with Moshesh, welcome the arrival of the
Queen's High Commissioner, when he comes to enter into

amicable negotiations for the purpose " of restoring and main-
taining general peace" in South Africa, at the same time that

he is prepared to give the fullest consideration to the just claims
of the Free State, without of course infringing the rights of Her
Majesty's new subjects, the Basutos.

February 22. COLONIST.

Her Majesty's High Commissioner and the
Free State.

" Sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro ratione voluntas."

Sir,—It is vain to attempt to deny the fact that the laudable

desire of the Queen's Government to restore peace to South
Africa is not duly appreciated by all Her Majesty's subjects at

the Cape of Good Hope, and that there unfortunately exists an
opinion, both within this Colony and the Orange Free State,

that "the British interference in the Basuto question" is

ill-timed, as likely to prevent the belligerent Burghers from
inflicting on their savage foes condign punishment. If there be

any reasonable prospect that, by April next, when the Queen's

representative is formally to declare Basutoland British terri-

tory, all the strongholds of Moshesh will have yielded to the

conquering arms of President Brand, and the Basuto tribe

materially reduced in numbers, I can understand the argument
of the Free Staters, who naturally enough wish to retaliate on
those from whose aggressions on their property they have so

seriously suffered, and who have no great faith in the power of

the Colonial Government to restrain " its own native tribes

from stealing," or in the probabiUty that it will " succeed

better with the Basutos."
I confess, however, that I incline to the opinion of the Friend

of the Free State, that a lasting peace is not so close at hand as
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is anticiimted, if the Boers and Basutos are left to fight it out

by themselves, and that it would be better for the Free State iu

future, in the case of stolen property, to have to look " for redress

to the British Government" rather than " to the different Basuto
chieftains." Many also, who reflect upon the subject, will

" indulge in the hope that the annexation of Basutoland may
be the thin end of the wedge, and lead to the incorporation of

the whole country" with the British Colonial Empire. No
doubt it may be argued that the addition of Basutoland to

Natal or the Cape is " clearly a reversal of the former policy of

Great Britain, and shows a complete change in those who
direct the councils of the State," but in a colonial point of

view, is it the worse for that ? It is true that the able editor

of the Advertiser and Mail, who, it is to be regretted, has not

espoused the cause of _ the British Basuto Protectorate, in a
leading article written for transmission to England by the last

mail steamer, condemns the step about to be taken with respect

to Basutoland, as inconsistent "with the policy for years past

of Her Majesty's Government, to check the extension of British

dominions in this country, as well as in all parts of the world,"

and very properly gives, as instances, the " abandonment of the

Orange Eiver Sovereignty," and, to use the words of a Frontier

newspaper, " the giving up of the Transkeian territory to

hordes of barbarians, whilst it was refused to Colonial farmers."

But, instead of quarrelling with the want of consistency in

the Home Government, does not the Natal Mercunj more ably

and earnestly advocate the interests of both the Colonies of the

Cape of Good Hope and Natal, as well as the cause of the

aboriginal tribes of South Africa when it writes as follows ?

—

The time is nigh when Great Britain must awake to the full sense of her
mission on these shores. During the long reign of Palmerstonian princi-

ples, no proposal involving any enlargement of territory had the slightest

chance of a hearing. Non-intervention and non-annexation were inflexible

rules of policy. But the present Ministry appear to take a broader view"
of national responsibilities, and to understand more fully the great practical

truth that national prestige is necessary to sustain commercial greatness.

Non-annexation may be the means of necessitating active intervention.

England has constituted herself the ruling power in South Africa, and she
cannot afiford to shirk any of the obligations thus assumed. She acquired
the Cape by conquest. She established herself in the Eastern Province by
military occupation. She took possession of Natal for Imperial purposes,
and for the protection of the native tribes, and the Queen's subjects then
resident there. She became the mistress of what was then the Sovereignty
with the same ends in view. The abandonment of that country was,
equally with its acquisition, an act of the Imperial choice, and was done in

the teeth of the engagements entered into with, and the strong wishes of,

the inhabitants. Since the Sovereignty was transformed into the Free
State, constant strife, trouble, and disorder have prevailed there, and its

relations with the Basutos have been a source of endless perplexity to the
High Commissioner. The sooner that false step is retraced the better it

will be for England. If the Home Government wishes to avoid future com-
plications, it will act wisely to help South- Africa, as it has helped Canada.
There, through the intervention and good offices of the Ministerial repre-

sentatives, a group of independent States have been compacted into one
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grand and strong dominion. There the mother land has done her best
to build up an empire, whose strength lies in its coherence and its unitj'.

Before the Queen's possessions on this continent are placed in a position
where they may be truly independent of Imperial aid, and cease to be any
drain upon the Imperial exchequer, a similar binding process will have to
be gone through. Governed by the same people, and under one common
Sovereign, and according to the same general principles, the different States
and Provinces of South Africa would be strong enough to put down all

internal danger, and to resist all probable external aggression. Governed
by different peoples, and owning no uniformity of plan, policy, or rule, the
same territories will be a continued thorn in the Imperial side. Believing,

as we do, that the Basuto will prove as manageable under British rule
as our natives are, perhaps more so, we shall be glad—most glad—to

hear the flying rumour confirmed (" that the English Government intend
to yield to the wishes of the Basuto people, and accept them as subjects
of the Crown").

I cannot conclude without expressing a hope that there is no
truth in what the Eastern Province Herald has termed " a
marked expression of sympathy with the Basutos," viz.,

" that the Governor has prohibited the transmission of all

munitions of war from this Colony to the Free State."

Although it is much to be regretted that the President and
Volksraad have not lent a willing ear to the good advice of

Her Majesty's High Commissioner, to stay the ruthless hand
of war until the terms of a lasting peace can be satisfactorily

arranged, very many in the Colony, who warmly approve of the

British Basuto Protectorate, will be disposed to agree with the
Eastern Province Herald that " the step (of ' serving out the Free
State') is calculated to still further complicate the difficulty of

arranging border affairs with the Free State Government."
Even if it can be shown that the express terms of the Conven-
tion with Sir George Clerk, which have escaped my memory,
are not infringed by the stoppage of the supply of gunpowder,
&c., this decisive act on the part of Sir Philip Wodehouse would
increase the number of sympathizers in this Colony with their

•brethren across the Orange River. No doubt it may be fairly

argued, on the side of His Excellency, that the anxiously ex-

pressed wish of our Sovereign, that deadly war should cease in

South Africa, cannot be allowed to be treated as a dead letter
;

but a little diplomacy may yet produce the desired effect, with-

out incurring tlie risk of needlessly exciting the antagonism of

feeling between the two distinct races in the Colony.
The Volksraad may not perhaps be easily convinced by reason,

now that their feelings appear to have been excited, but I

venture to throw out an idea that the immediate application of

the rule,

" Sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro ratione voluntas,"

will not facilitate the satisfactory carrying out of the wise reso-

lution of Her Majesty's Government with respect to the "re-
storation and maintenance of the general peace" of South Africa.

February 25, 1868. COLONIST.
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Her Majesty's High Commissioner and the
Free State.

Sir,—You must allow me to take the earliest opportunity of

referring to an error, unintentionally committed by your
printer, in prefixing to my last letter the line from Virgil

quoted at its conclusion. In that position it is inconsistent

with the spirit and general tenor of my remarks. I never for

one instant dreamt that the will of the Queen of Great Britain

and Ireland, that bloody war shoi;ld cease to rage in South
Africa, should not be implicitly obeyed by the Cape Colonists.

Without stopping to argue the point, all I intended was to

convey a gentle hint, with the best motives, in the hope that

it might reach high places, that a little reasoning with the

President and Volksraad on the spot might be more efficacious

in satisfactorily carrying out the peaceful policy of Her
Majesty's Government, than the exercise of stern authority

at a distance.

The Graham's Toirn Journal just received so completely
expresses my views on this question, that I must beg permis-
sion to borrow its language :

—

The Resident Magistrate at Port Elizabeth has received instructiona
to refuse permits for the despatch of arms and ammunition to the Free
State. We do not greatly admire this. Its effect will be to exasperate
the Boers, and incline them to use vigorously the powder and shot they
have. Moreover, this sort of thing increases the sympathy of the colonists

with the Free Staters. It would be far wiser for the Governor to declare
at once that Basutolaud is now part of the British dominions, and corns
mence negotiations with the States' Government. His Excellency i-

Btaying too long at Cape Town, while events at the scene of action are
doing anything but waiting upon his will.

Although doubtless there is a great deal in the argument
of the Advertiser and Mail, that, until His Excellency has
proclaimed the Basutos British subjects, the laws of neutrality

with respect to the Free State, at least, ought to prevail, it is

diffidently submitted that the force of such argument is

weakened by the rather strong language used in the following
paragraph :

—
This, however, we take leave to consider as a mere sham ; and whether

the transmission of supplies is actually stopped or not, the intervention by
His Excellency in the affair, even to the extent he has intervened, is alike
mischievous and unjustifiable.

It may be " mischievous" for the reasons so clearly set forth
by the Graham'' s l^oun Journal, but it can hardly be fairly

termed altogether " unjustifiable" after the formal rejection by
the Free Republic of the friendly advice of the representative of
Her Majesty's Government, that hostilities should be suspended.
Suppose, but only for the sake of the argument, that President
Brand, under an earnest conviction that the blessing of Provi-
dence attended his successful arms, and that nothing short of the
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total annihilation of Mosliesh and his tribe would satiate the

vengeance of the belligerent burghers, now flushed by the great

victory of Tanjesberg and the death of Bushuli, should give an
unlimited order for ammunition and fire-arms with the view of

protracting the war to a distant period, is Her Majesty's High
Commissioner, after having written " Great Chief,—It gives me
much pleasure to be enabled to inform you that Her Majesty

the Queen has been graciously pleased to accede to your request,

so frequently made by you, that you and your tribe should be

received subjects of the British Throne," quietly to permit the

deadly weapons of war free transmission from Port Elizabeth to

the territory north of the Orange Eiver, and destroy for ever in

the minds of the aboriginal tribes of South Africa the prestige

of Great Britain ?

If it be true, in the words of the Graham's Town Journal,
" that the despatch from Moshesh, which His Excellency by
this time has received, contains the formal cession of Basuto-

land to Great Britain, and places the responsibilities of posses-

sion and rule in the hands of Her Majesty's Representative, and
that it is indeed likely that the British flag now waves over

Moshesh's mountain," all real friends of this Colony and the

Free State will anxiously hope that the peaceful overtures of

Sir Philip Wodehouse will yet receive a favourable response from
the Volksraad, after calm deliberation upon all the advantages

likely to accrue to the Orange Eiver Free State from the British

Basuto Protectorate.

In thanking the editor of the Zidd-Afrikaan for his fair notice

of my letters, I rejoice to find that "he verily believes that a

large section of the Orange Free State would hail the day that

they were again incorporated with the British Empire." He
must, however, forgive me for remarking that it is hardly

just towards me to insinuate that I wish the extension of

British rule, to what was once the Sovereignty, to be effected

" vi et armis." I have always maintained that the union with

the British Empire, so far from being " compulsory," must be

voluntary, and that the request for such union ought to

originate within the Free State, and that the abandoned
subjects of Her Majesty have no chance to be placed in the

same position with Moshesh, unless they follow his example
and impLare Her Majesty to grant them the protection of the

British flag.

While, on the one side, it is distressing to learn that a peti-

tion to the Volksraad is being numerously signed, praying for

the repudiation of debts, the further issue of bluebacks, and the

denial of justice by the Colony of the Courts of Law, it is, on
the other side, most gratifying to be informed that an appeal is

to be made to Her Majesty's High Commissioner, by very many
of the inhabitants of the Orange River Free State, to use his

influence with the Home Government to bring about, if not
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annexation to this Colony or Natal, at least the establishment
of British rule, by federation or otherwise, in the territory now
governed by a Free Eepublic.

February 28th. COLONIST.

The Basuto Question.

NEW VERSION.

The 'Tizer quoted Wicqueful,
And Puffendorf and Grotius,

And proved from Vattel,

Exceedingly well,

Such a deed would be atrocious.

'Twould move a Free Stater's bowela
To read the doubts he scribbled,

But Sir Philip did

As he was bid.

And squashed them while he scribbled.

—The Cape Argus.

Sir,—Without for a moment disputing the principle enun-
ciated by the Advertiser and Mail, that, according to the law of

nations, "honour and justice demand that, feeble though the

Free State may be, its rights should be regarded not less

sacredly than if it were the great American Eepublic, or the

French Empire itself," I venture to think that, after your legal

comments on the express words of the Articles of Convention of

Sir George Clerk, which you quote, many will incline to the

opinion that your able contemporary, doubtless with the best

intentions, has painted in too vivid colours the grievous wrong
about to be committed by the Governor's vigilance with respect

to the permits of the transmission of " the supplies of ammuni-
tion" from Port Elizabeth to the northward of the Orange
Eiver. The spirit of the course of legislation for several years

past in this Colony has been to make, subject to the restraint

of the Executive power, the free trade and traffic in gunpowder
and fire-arms, for, as you clearly have pointed out, the discre-

tion vested in the Eesident Magistrate or Justice of the Peace
is not likely to be exercised in opposition to the positive direc-

tions of the Governor : and a moment's reflection seems to

lead to the conclusion that, in a case of emergency, it is quite

right that it should be so. For the sake of illustration, suppose
the Governor, who has the best means of information, to be

aware that there exists a conspiracy among the Tambookies,
and that they are intent upon hoarding gunpowder with an evil

design, would he not be justified in issuing a circular to the
magistrates that no gunpowder should be sold to one of that

peaceful tribe ? Again put the extravagant hypothesis of cer-

tain European traders continuing abundantly to supply the

Kafirs in the Transkeian territory with arms and ammunition,
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when tliere was evidence that the intentions of Kreli towards
the Colony were hostile, would not the intervention of His
Excellency to prevent such persons persisting in the dangerous
traffic be just and commendable ?

A thoughtful and able correspondent of the Great Eastern,

writing from Aliwal North, concludes a letter, which in strong

terms denounces the alleged " contemptible trickery of advo-

cating repudiation and the onslaught of the Kafirs in order to

render the Free State subject to colonial laws," with the follow-

ing passage :

—

There is no doubt that we cannot allow the Boers to exterminate the

Basutos, uor allow the latter to overcome the Boers ; and the only safe

method to avoid all future wars between them is to take away their power
to kill each otber. The Boers, according to information received, are carry-

ing on the destruction of crops with the most assiduous perseverance, and
with a determination to impoverish the country as much as possible.

Her Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner has informed

President Brand that the " Power" he represents is " actuated

by the most friendly feelings towards the Free State," and has
assured him that " Her Majesty's Government have contem-
plated with great concern the prolonged hostilities that have
prevailed between the State and the Basutos," and " wdthout

the slightest view to the political aggrandisement of the colonies,

or to any other result from their interference than the restora-

tion and maintenance of general peace" in South Africa.

Moshesh has laid down his arms—waves the white flag, and
cries for peace ; and, after all, is not the checking the supply

of the deadly weapons of war beyond the Orange Eiver one
practical mode of staying further bloodshed ?

There seems to be a great deal in the argument tersely con-

veyed by the concluding sentences of your leading article of this

morning :

—

The legislation on the subject (the trade in gunpowder, &c.) has been
with a view to preserve peace in South Africa. Sir Philip Wodehouse has
declared his intention to secure peace, and he has taken the means which
seem to him the most eiiectual to that end. Whether his views are correct

is another matter.

Many who hail with delight the new and enlarged colonial

policy of Her Majesty's present advisers, foreshadowed by the

British Basuto Protectorate, will regret that the delay which

has occurred in proclaiming the Basutos British subjects, has

afforded to the President of the Orange Free State the oppor-

tunity of treating with apparent scorn the overtures of peace

which emanated from Great Britain ; and at the same time has

enabled the Cape colonists, whose sympathies, as fellow-

sufferers from the aggressions of native tribes, have always

been naturally enough on the side of the Free State, to express

approval of the determination to expose for a month or two

longer the Basutos to the just vengeance of the Burghers, now
that they have gained " an indisputable ascendancy" over their
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sable enemies. I have always eudeavoured to show that the

putting into summary execution " the Imperial mandate to

stay tlie wretched warfare" between the Boers and the Basutos,

would be beneficial alike to the interests of the Free State and
of this Colony, and I most gladly call in aid of my own feeble

arguments the annexed extract from that able journal, the Ki7ig

William's Tonn Gazette, from which I always quote with

pleasure, whenever I have the opportunity :

—

The Free State war, which is to be so abruptly concluded, was of a nature

the most inimical to our native policy. Each reverse that the Boers
received—and we maintain that they did receive reverses, their tremendous
victories notwithstanding—more than effaced a colonial enactment for the

governance of the natives. It gave to the natives exactly what they require

to make good warriors—it gave tbem pluck. ... To reduce all

our arguments to a little sentence : the Free State war was making the

white man look ridiculous. This sort of thing would not pay the colonists,

although the closing of the courts and the repudiation of debts suited the

Free State book admirably. If it were for this reason alone, we should
welcome with pleasure the plan of annexing Basutoland. Not that this is

the great desideratum. We are only regarding it as the first approach to

the annexation of the Free State. To the colonists who have been so com-
plaisant as to permit the Staters to get into their books, this notion will be

peculiarly acceptable. If we know that a man is insolvent, if there is a
certainty that the most judicious arrangement of the estate will not result

in a dividend that will pay the expenses of winding up, we yet like to get

the books into our hands, and investigate the actual returns of receipts and
disbursements. Although Sir George Clerk obligingly set the Free State

on its legs, by granting it independence, he did not destroy its actual

reliance upon the Colony from which it was peopled. It was the old story

of parent and son—threats of a summary disposition of property, leaving

but one coin to the expectant heir—and yet a liberal allowance made. Sincu

its establishment as a Kepublic, the Free State has been living upon the
paternal curse, although apparently absolved from all connection. This
being the case, we claim to have some voice in its affairs. If two or three

journeymen carpenters get out of work and initiate a war, it is their concern
that they do not get their bones broken ; but it is our look-out that they
shall not imperil the funds entrusted to them for a far different purpose.

If they warred properly, beat their adversaries, and made money out of the
transaction, we should have no objection to their indulging their bellicose

propensities ; but when they only disgrace their colour by their conduct
of squabbles, and rob their creditors under the pretence that they are effect-

ing wonders, then it is time that more enlightened people should control

them.

While the Advertiser and Mail cannot be accused of being
backward in showing sincere sympathy with our neighbours of

the Free State, it very properly stigmatizes " the fulsome and
pot-valiant address to the President from the district of Win-
burg, requesting His Honour again to become a candidate for

the presidency, and assuring him that they in such case are

prepared to stand by him, and defend their rights with their

lives, even to the taking up of arms against a ' foreign power,'

if need be ;" and, in common with the Friend of the Free State,

strongly condemns " a further and unlimited supply of blue-

backs to assist the public," and the dishonest and wicked pro-

posal of " closing the civil courts for seven or ten years for

Free State debts, and the entire repudiation of all colonial
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oues ;" it appears no very easy matter to decide which is the
more absurdly ludicrous idea of the two— that of, in the
language of the editor of the Free State Friend, " stirring up
the unsophisticated farmers to cross bayonets (if need be) with
the British infantry," or that of the repudiation of debts and
denial of justice to civil suitors.

The special Cape Town correspondent of the Port Elizabeth

Telegraph finds fault with what he calls the " disreputable
modus ojierandi used to accomplish" the British Basuto Protec-

torate ; but, if it be the " thin end of the wedge" for the
annexation of the Orange Free State to the British Colonial
Empire, many will not join in the unmeasured abuse of Sir

Philip Wodehouse " as a scheming autocrat or despot," but, on
the contrary, will award to him his just meed of praise for

having been instrumental in promoting the welfare and progress
both of this Colony and the Free State. Surely, the popular
avowal of such silly and dangerous doctrines as those above
referred to within the Orange Free State is evidence of its mis-
government, and it does not require much argument to prove
that the extension of British rule to that State would be
attended with advantage to all parties concerned—the Free-

Staters themselves, the colonists of the Cape and Natal, and,
last not least, the aboriginal tribes ; and it behoves the press

of South Africa to labour with its moral influence speedily to

bring about this " great desideratum." Under all the circum-

stances then of this case, it is cheering to find that the belief

with respect to the wish of the Orange Free State to "be in-

corporated with the British Empire," of the Zuid-Afriknan, an
influential organ of the opinions of the inhabitants of Dutch
descent in the West, to which allusion was made in my last

letter, is corroborated by the report in the columns of the

Great -Eastern, y^hiah consistently advocates the cause of the

Basutos, " that the annexation of the Free State is the popular

cry of the day among both the English and Dutch."

It is to be expected, as the Friend, writing from Bloemfontein

says, "that fierce denunciations of Sir Philip and his policy

will be heard in the Council Chamber, and that it will be

assuredly maintained by some that he is the schuld van

alles;" but perhaps, after a natural ebullition of feeling,

the President may yet be empowered by the Volksraad to

meet Her Majesty's High Commissioner in April next,

in a truly amicable spirit, for the purpose of discussing the

"just claims of the Free State," so long as it remains an
" independent" Kepublic, to the favourable consideration of

Great Britain, and at the same time of preparing the way of

uniting, by some system of annexation or federation, the

colonies of the Cape and Natal with the Orange Free State and
Basutoland, as dominions of the British Crown under the

protection of the British flag.

Saturday, 20th February, 1868. COLONIST.
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P.S.—It is often much easier to censure the mode in which a
particular poHcy has been carried out, than to devise a practical

substitute foi: what has been done. Perhaps, without sufficient

consideration, I presumed, with no bad motive, to venture an
opinion that the declaration of the Basutos as British subjects

ought to have been simultaneous with the commencement of the

negotiations with the Free State ; but it has occurred to me
that His Excellency may be able satisfactorily to explain that,

before the future boundaries of Basutoland are settled, he
cannot formally proclaim the proper limits of the new British

territory, and that the interests of Her Majesty's old subjects of

the Cape of Good Hope and Natal may be seriously affected if

Her neiv subjects, the Basutos, have not sufficient land whereon
to live. It is said that the Governor is very soon to hurry over

the Karroo to the scene of the negotiations with President

Brand, for the purpose of finally carrying out the good inten-

tions of Her Majesty's Government, and it is earnestly to be

hoped that, notwithstanding the difficulties which beset his

mission of future peace to South Africa, the efforts of Sir

Philip Wodehouse will be crowned with success.

The Basuto Question.

Sir,—Although you " imagine that the public are becoming
pretty well tired" of the Basuto question, I cannot help think-

ing that, after your truly practical comments of this morning,
it will be a matter of regret with very many of your readers

that you do not more frequently, in your editorial column,
discuss this important and interesting subject. It seems to me
that few will be found to differ from you, that President Brand
erred when, in his reply to Sir Philip Wodehouse, he apparently

relied lapon the opinion " that the proposed annexation of

Basutoland was a breach of Sir George Clerk's convention with
the Free State," the express words of which, as bearing upon
this point, I must be permitted to quote :

—

Article 2.—The British Government has no alliance whatever with any
native tribes or chiefs to the northward of the Orange River, with the
exception of the Griqua Chief, Captain Adam Kok, and Her Majesty's
Government has no wish or intention to enter into any treaties which may
be injurious or prejudicial to the interests of the Orange River Government.

In a former letter, I transferred into your columns the able

arguments of the Graham's Town Journal, with a view of show-
ing that there was no valid ground for the President's remark,
that the communication of Governor Wodehouse, " that

Moshesh and his tribe were in all probability to become subjects

of the British Crown," had taken him by surprise. Whatever
may have been the misgivings of the authorities of the Free
State with respect to the good intentions of Sir Philip Wode-
house, they ought certainly to be removed by the conciliatory
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rejoinder of Her Majesty's High Commissioner, to what you do
not inapi)ropriately term " Mr. Brand's attempt to snub him."
If the version of this despatch of the Governor given by the
Friend of the Free State, received by yesterday's mail from the

frontier, be correct, it will indeed, " although no threat is held
out, be rather a delicate and difficult matter for His Honour
longer to continue the war."
What could Sir Philip Wodehouse have said more than to

" have assured the President that he wished to act fairly by the

Free State, that in future Moshesh would have no voice in the

matter, that all questions and disputes would be settled between
the British Government and the Free State ; but that His
Excellency foresaw difficulties in the way, should the Basutos
be cooped or penned up within too narrow limits, so that the

tribe had not sufficient land on which to live with their

families" ? However much many who are anxious to see the

humane policy of Her Majesty's Ministers with respect to the

Basutos satisfactorily carried out, may regret that Sir Philip

Wodehouse, placing too great reliance on the strength of his

argument " with Mr. President Brand to stop the war which
can lead to no good end," should not sooner have held the

proposed conference at Burghersdorp with the representative of

the Free State and the Chief Moshesh, it must be conceded to

him that reason and justice are on the side of his argument,
and that it could hardly have been expected that his overtures

of peace should have been received in the way they have been.

I may not be quite accurate in my dates, but I think it will be

found that the great victory of Tanjesberg, which certainly was
more decided than the usual battles of the Burghers, has had
something to do with the opposition on their part to allow

arms to yield to the negotiations for peace.

It is in vain, however, to attempt to conceal the fact that

censure is freely bestowed on the delay which has taken place

in the formal declaration of the Basutos as British subjects,

particularly as they are likely to suffer from it, if it be true that
" Moshesh will not permit his people to fight any more till he

has seen or heard further from Sir Philip Wodehouse." As evi-

dence both of the general feeling against the course pursued by
the Governor, and in favour of my view of the case in his justi-

fication, I cannot refrain from quoting the opinion of a gentle-

man of learning and ability, as well, as great local experience

on the frontier, who is a " born Colonist :"

—

The Basuto difficulty becomes a very complicated affair. John Brand, if

he studies the interests of the people he governs, should at once stop his

guerilla warfare. He will find it more difficult to make civilians of his

Boers than it will be for the Governor to make loyal subjects of the Basutos ;

hut the sooner His Excellency is on the spot the better.

That Sir Philip Wodehouse is evidently intent upon acting

fairly by the Free State may be gathered from the annexed
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paragraph from the Friend of the 21st February, which cer-

tainly does not appear to be a bad way of compromising a diffi-

cult matter :

—

The Basuto Line.—We hear that a gentleman recently from Aliwal

North has learnt that Sir P. Wodehouse purposes declaring the old line to

be the line of the Free State ; but that the farms already disposed of, or

granted in the so-called conquered territory, will still be held by the pur-

chasers or grantees—but under British titles, and under the same conditions

of occupation as previously ; the purchase money owing and still unpaid on
the said farms to go to the Free State Government as compensation for the

expenses of the war. This, if true, seems to be rather an equitable arrange-

ment. The purchasers and gi-antees, we are convinced, for the most part,

would not object to accept British titles to their land.

I had written thus far when your telegrams from Burghers-
doqD and King William's Town, of the wonderful successes of

the burghers, rather startled me. They may be exaggerated,

and seem a little inconsistent with the subjoined statement of

the Friend :
—" But few Basutos, it is rumoured, will be found

in the Teimie, and the cattle are said to be removed from thence

to the Double Mountains," but they must have some foundation

to rest upon. The " serious complications" you anticipated

appear to have arrived, and the result may perhaps be the

annexation of Basutoland to the Eepublic of the Orange Free

State, rather than to the British Colonial Empire. If this be

so, it is to be feared that the remnant of the tribe of Moshesh
will fare badly, and the prestige of Great Britain in protecting

the cause of the aborigines, and in checking their hostile pro-

pensities towards the British Colonies in South Africa, will have
received a shock. In the absence of precise information it is

vain to indulge in speculations, but there can be no harm in

expressing the hope that the conference at Burghersdorp may
yet be attended with beneficial results to all parties concerned

—

the Cape, Natal, the Free State, and the Basutos. Perhaps now
even Natal may fail in gaining the prize of Basutoland, which
by right of conquest will belong to the independent nation of

the Free State, or otherwise I would put in a claim on behalf

of the Cape of Good Hope for this slice of new territory, if

annexation was not so unpopular in Cape Town, because I feel

disposed to agree with the Graham's Town Jonrnal, that there

are many good reasons why the land of Moshesh and his tribe

should be annexed to this Colony instead of to Natal.

Tuesday, March 3. COLONIST.

The Repudiation of Debt by the Free State.

Sir,—In the leading article of your Second Edition, published

yesterday for transmission to England per mail-steamer Norse-

man, you correctly argue that the great " successes on the part

of the Free State, in its struggle with the Basutos, are likely

seriously to embarrass the negotiations which the Governor has
signified his intention to open ;" and who can tell but that they

H
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may ultimately end in the abandonment of the humane policy

of Her Majesty's Government, and in the strangling in its birth

of the British Basuto Protectorate ? It is true that you seem
to have arrived at the conclusion that " out of apparent evil

good springs, and that the circumstances which have arisen will

doubtless advance the confederation of the various Colonies and
States of South Africa," which, in the opinion of many, cannot
fail to be a " source of blessing to the members of the union,

and which will also exercise a highly beneficial influence on the

civilization and social development of the native tribes of South
Africa." Some, however, much as they desire this happy con-

summation, may think that you are too sanguine in your
expectations, now that Thaba Bosigo, the famed irresistible

stronghold of Moshesh, is in the hands of the triumphant
Burghers, and that, so far from the " extinction of the Free
State as an independent power" being an accomplished fact,

the South African Republic, under the auspices of President

Brand, again elected to his high office, now that laurels deck
his brow, will long continue a terror to all those who dare to

encroach upon its territory gained by the right of conquest.

IS the report be correct that the old Chieftain, whom, it is

supposed, the "deserving French Missionaries" have taught to

be peacefully inclined, is dead, further complications may
perhaps arise in keeping in subjection the alleged more warlike
propensities of his sons, that is to say, if they have any warriors
left to fight ; and new difficulties to the Free State, " in holding
the country which they have conquered," may be probably also

accompanied with disadvantages to the neighbouring British

Colonies of the Cape and Natal. At any rate, without despair-

ing that the forthcoming conference at Aliwal North may be
attended with good results, my present communication with
your readers is prompted by tlae dread that a Republican form
of Government is likely to remain for some time longer at least

on our border, although many Britishers as well as Africanders
within the Orange Free State are evidently yearning to become
again loyal subjects of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria.

The Burghersdorp Gazette, in the extract you have given from
it, states :

" It is greatly to be feared that at the approaching
session of the Volksraad in the Free State, one or two iniquitous
measures will be carried, either the entire repudiation of debts
away out of the Free State, or a further closing of the Civil

Courts for ten years, with an immense issue of bluebaeks. The
latter is the popular scheme, and, as far as the action of the
Free State goes, there is grave apprehension that it will succeed."
There seems to be good ground for the fear thus entertained,
if the representations of a correspondent, a " Free Stater," in
the columns of the Friend, be founded on fact, viz. :

—

Many of our unsophisticated boers, at the instance of some unprincipled
men among us, are signing memorials ; one, urging upon the Government



99

to make no end of bluebacks ; another, praying the Baad for the total repu-
diation of all foreign debts, and the staying of all Free State debts for ten
years to come ; a third asking the Volksraad to keep the Civil Courts closed
for seven years still, after May next ; and these memorials, credible persona
say, are eagerly and numerously signed, and that there is not the least use
to endeavour to convince the Boers that they are doing wrong.

My chief object is, through the medium of your columns, to

invite the attention of the Port Elizabeth Chamber of Com-
merce, for the Cape Town institution is forbidden to tread on
the dangerous ground of politics, to the Fifth Article of Sir

George Clerk's Convention, the Magna Charta of the Inde^jend-

ent Republic, which is in the terms following :

—

Her Majesty's Government and the Orange River Government shall,

within their respective territories, mutually use every exertion for the
suppression of crime and keeping the peace, by apprehending and delivering
up all criminals who may have escaped or fled from justice either way across
the Orange Eiver, and the courts, as well the British as those of the Orange
River Government, shall be mutualbj open and available to the inhabitants of
both territories for all lawful processes. And all summonses for witnesses
directed either way across the Orange Eiver shall be countersigned by the
magistrates of both Governments respectively, to compel the attendance of

such witnesses when and where they may be required, thus affording to the
community north of the Orange River every assistance of the British
Courts, and giving, on the other hand, assurance to such colonial merchants
and traders as have naturally entered into credit transactions in the Orange
River territory during its occupation by the British Government, and to

whom, in many cases debts may be owing, every facility for the recovery of
just claims in the courts of the Orange River Government. And Her
Majesty's Special Commissioner will recommend the adoption ot the like

reciprocal privileges by the Government of Natal in its relations with the
Orange River Government.

It is submitted that the spirit, if not the letter, of this treaty

will be infringed by the denial of justice on the part of the

Free State to colonial creditors in shutting the doors of their

courts of law to civil suitors, and thus hindering " lawful pro-

cesses'' for the recovery of just debts. Although the Friend

expresses a hope " that the good sense and right feeling of the

majority of the Raad will prevail, and that these memorials,
and those who affix their signatures to the same, will be treated

with the contempt they so richly merit," it may be just as well

for Sir Philip Wodehouse, after other important matters are

settled, to bring to the notice of the legal mind of Mr. President

Brand this point bi law, or rather equitable constniction of the

Articles of Convention.
With respect to " the entire repudiation of debts" to outsiders,

the Volksraad, after calm deliberation, will never dream for a
moment of adopting so suicidal a policy ; but the mere popular
approval of these silly memorials above referred to, is calcu-

lated to shake the credit of the Free State at a time when they

want to borrow money. As it is well put by the Worcester

Courant, " capitalists will naturally argue, that if there is a talk

of repudiation now the national debt is comparatively small,

this talk might assume a more serious aspect as the debt be-

^fSfi^imifii^ h2
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came lai-ger; and therefore it would be imprudent to invest

their money in Free State debentures."

Ln my too-oft repeated letters to the editor of the Standard,

I do not aim at originality, but my object has earnestly been to

endeavour to excite discussion on the important and now " un-

comfortable relations" between this Colony, the Free State, and
the Basutos, by collecting the opinions and condensing the

arguments of others, and by giving extracts from the ably-con-

ducted press of the Eastern Province, British Kaffraria, and the

Free State, which might otherwise have escaped the notice of

your numerous country readers, and which I believe calculated

to throw light on this interesting subject of the British Basuto
Protectorate, which has not altogether, according to my ideas,

been fairly handled in Cape Town.

Thursday, March 5. COLONIST.

The Gunpowder Question.

Sir,—In my last letter, under a false impression that Thaba
Bosigo had fallen into the hands of the victorious burghers,

and that even the veteran chief Moshesh was no more, I

despondingly imagined that Basutoland, instead of becoming
British territory, would be annexed to the Orange Free State ;

and therefore I ventured to suggest that the South African

Eepublic should, during its probably lengthened career of

independence, in the spirit of the Articles of Convention of Sir

George Clerk, " give every facility for the recovery of just

claims in the courts of the Orange Eiver Government" to the

colonists of the Cape and Natal, who have had commercial
dealings with them. The Argus, however, of this morning says,
" Information received yesterday from Aliwal North, of a
thoroughly trustworthy character, gives a different complexion
to the war news from the Free State," and this has probably
determined the Governor to accelerate his departure from Cape
Town, for it is currently rumoured that His Excellency pro-

poses to start on Wednesday next, in a spider with a pair of

horses (relays of course being provided on the road), via

Beaufort West, Eichmond, and Murraysburg, for the scene of

the proposed conference with the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal,

President Brand, and the new loyal subject of the Queen of

England, Moshesh. The position, then, of Sir Philip Wode-
house does not seem, after all, to be so embarrassing as it has
been represented to be, and there is yet reasonable ground of

hope that he will at once be enabled satisfactorily to carry out
the main and good object of Her Majesty's Government—" the

restoration and maintenance of general peace" in South Africa.

Indeed, the conclusion of the Argm, which writes with authority
as follows :

—" The frontier police are moving towards Basuto-
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land to meet Sir Philip Wodehouse, who is without delay to

proceed thither. Perhaps, after all, the settlement may be
arranged without any great difficulty. The Free State may
fairly claim some increase of territory in consequence of recent

successes, and the burghers may possibly be content with a

moderate portion in consideration of the peace and quiet on the

border, which may be expected to follow the proclamation of

the protectorate," appears to be a solution of the problem, not

inconsistent with the alleged communications of His Excellency
to his private correspondents at Bloemfontein. Of course, it

remains to be seen what effect the conciliatory rejoinder of Her
Majesty's High Commissioner to the rather warlike reply of

Mr. President Brand, coupled with the fact, brought promi-

nently to notice, that the stoppage of the supply of ammunition
can easily be managed, may have produced on the deliberations

of the Volksraad. Is it not probable, as well as desirable, that

the President may still be instructed to listen to reason in the

coming negotiations, and not to oppose the peaceful wishes of

Her Majesty being carried out, at the same time that he is

commissioned to endeavour to make as good a bargain as

possible with respect to the addition of territory to the Orange
Free State, or compensation out of the military chest for the

laudable purpose of redeeming the obnoxious blue-backs, the

offsprings of the long war ?

My object earnestly being to make the British-Basuto Pro-

tectorate as popular as possible with the readers of the

Standard, and to attempt to remove the prejudice which has

been excited against it in Cape Town, I prefer, even at the

risk of again subjecting myself to the harmless ridicule of

the editors of the Air/us and their literary and witty correspon-

dents, to pursue my matter-of-fact course of quoting largely from
the ably-conducted Frontier press, so peculiarly conversant

with this and like questions, rather than to borrow its ideas

and information, and clothe them in my own feeble and less

convincing language. The Grahains Town Journal, in referring

to the last despatch of Sir Philip Wodehouse above mentioned,
which is said to " be penned in conciliatoiy language," and
"the instruction given to the Port Elizabeth Civil Com-
missioner concerning the stoppage of the gunpowder permits,"

in its own amusing and terse style writes thus :

—

The conciliatory despatch and the hostile instruction were intended to

go together, and unitedly to produce an exactly definite effect. They resemble
in relation and purpose the constituents of a seidlitz powder. The con-

ciliatory despatch is the carbonate of soda, and the hostile instruction is

the tartaric acid of His Excellency's diplomacy. In his view of the case it

was necessary that both should be taken together. He very likely thought
that hie polite style of letter writing would be misunderstood uuloss accom-
panied by a certain sharpness of action.

The Great Eastern, which, many will rejoice to see continuing

in its sphere of usefulness with reneived vigour, instead of
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succumbing to difficulties, smartly defends Sir Philip Wode-
house against a severe attack made on him by the Omaf-Reinet
Herald, for " his arbitrary act of interference," as it is called,

of " interdicting any fui-ther supply of ammunition to the Free
State," in the annexed passage from its leader of the 29th of

last month :

—

Our Graaff-Eeinet contemporary Las not Landled this subject with his

usual ability. Possibly, stopping the supply of ammunition may be
disastrous to certain traders in this Colony, but the first consideration of

High Commissioners and Colonial Governors is not trading, but govern-

ment. It is by no means an unusual thing for rulers and governments to

adopt a policy which is calculated to check currents of trade, divert them,
or stop them altogether. The peace of this Continent is of vastly more
consequence than the profits arising from the selling of gunpowder and
lead, for stopping the sale of ammunition to the Free State. We are

exceedingly glad that Sir Philip Wodehouse has resorted to it. The Free
State cattle-lifters thought nothing of stopping the legitimate trade of

this Colony, when they saw that they could avoid debt and live without
work by declaring war and shutting up their Law Courts. Hundreds of

our enterprising, industrious, and honest fellow-countrymen who live in the
Free State arc compelled to sit with their arms folded and watch—without
having the power to prevent it—their properties grow " small by degrees

and beautifully less," to provide supplies for a mob of boisterous cowards
who ridiculously call themselves a Grand Army. The steps taken by Sir

Philip Wodehouse, on the instructions of the Imperial Government, will do
more good for the trade of this Colony, for the Free State, and for South
Africa generally, than anything that has been done on the other side of the
frontier border during the last quarter of a century. It is not easy to

estimate the fearful losses which the Cape mercantile community have
sustained by this rumpus with the Basutos. The trade which was growing
so rapidly and conducted so satisfactorily between the respectable firms in

the Free State and our Colony has been utterly destroyed, and the amount
of debt due to our merchants is frightfully large. Instead, therefore, of

censuring Sir Philip Wodehouse for taking decided steps to put a stop to

the war, he should be thanked—most certainly by the merchants and
traders—and that too most heartily.

Even the Eastern Province Herald, which so fairly sympathizes
with our neighbours of the Free State in their struggle with
the Basutos, begins to see that, if the closing of the Courts of

Law within that State be tbe natural consequent of the pro-

longation of the war, the stoppage of the transmission of

gunpowder from Port Elizabeth northward of the Orange Eiver
will not be such a bad thing after all. As far as my memory
serves me, it uses rather strong language in saymg something
about the Free-Staters becoming greater thieves than the

Basutos, if they continue to shut the doors of their Courts of

Law against the just claims of Port Elizabeth, whence they
draw all their supplies ; and I only regret that I have not the
oj)portunity of giving the extract in extenso, for the benefit of

your readers.

It is earnestly to be hoped that the President of the Kepublic
will no longer be in antagonism with the representative of Her
Majesty, and that the restoration of peace, on terms satisfactory

to both the former combatants in the war, will alike render
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unnecessary the restriction in the granting of permits of gun-
powder and fire-arms at Port EHzabeth, and the denial of

justice at Bloemfontein to colonial creditors. It is true that

this question seems to be presented rather in a different light in

the subjoined extract from an able article on the Basutos,
communicated to the Great Eastern, which appears in the Argus
of this morning :

—

The repudiation scheme of roguery is still gaining ground, and if it is not
a wily but unmanly scheme to compel the Cape Colonists to get the Free State
annexed, it is the most shameful piece of rascality ever heard of in our
days. It is to be hoped that a body of men will be found in the country
who will most strongly protest against this iniquitoiis method, as well as
against the unjust proceeding of continually closing the Law Courts,
thereby giving freedom to rogues and ruin to honest men.

Surely the Free State authorities will be hard indeed to

please, and will sacrifice the interests of those committed to

their rule, if they do not gladly accept the terms about to be
proposed by Sir Philip Wodehouse, according to the following

statement of the Graham's Town Journal, which cannot fail to

recommend itself as an equitable compromise to all unpreju-

diced persons :

—

The Friend puts forward some details which explain what His Excellency
is supposed to mean by fairness towards the State. Moshesh is to be
nobody. In any contract he is not to be a highly-considered personage.

The British Government is not about to be guided by Basuto policy or to

avenge Basuto wrongs. Basutoland under the British is not to be an old

foe with a new face ; but an old foe restrained by a powerful hand. Then
as to the boundary line. The line before the so-called conquest is to be the
frontier, but the farms sold or granted last year are to remain the property
of purchasers or grantees, and are to be held under British title, the pur-
chase money to go to the Free State Government.

Very many of the Queen's subjects at this end of the Colony
will join with me in sincerely wishing that signal success may
crown the efforts of Her Majesty's High Commissioner on his

mission of permanent peace to South Africa ; and, if I were
not afraid of bringing down on my devoted head the dire

anathemas of the able editors of the Aryus and Advertiser and
Mail for unnecessarily meddling with politics, I would suggest

that, before His Excellency takes his departure from Cape Town,
there shall be some expression of public opinion, in accordance
with that of the Graham's Town Journal, " that the best plan of

removing difficulties from the path of the Free State Govern-
ment, in relation to the pending negotiations, is to make the

Free State people favourable to the intentions of the British

Government," and that some loyal demonstration should also

be made, with the view of strengthening the hands of the

Queen's Eepresentative in establishing on a sound and equit-

able basis the British Basuto Protectorate, which all " Her
Majesty's abandoned subjects" within the Orange Free Eepublic
cannot but fondly hail as the first step towards the extension of

British rule to that land, which was once the Sovereignty.

Saturday, 7th March, 1868. COLONIST.
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The Oeange Free State.

Sir,—The Argus and Adrertiser and Mail appear to look at

the i-ecent victories of the burghers over the Basutos through a
different medium—the one sanguinely hopes and wishes that
there is nothing in them seriously to embarrass the proclama-
tion of the protectorate by the Queen's representative, and the

reasonable settlement of the boundaries of Basutoland ; the
other rather exultiugly wonders "how His Excellency the High
Commissioner will accei)t this new, and to him, very unexpected
issue of affairs, and what he will do with it." The weight of

the evidence, however, seems to establish that the capture of

the Kieme, Letsea's stronghold in the ceded temtory, was a
decided success, and may materially affect the coming negotia-

tions for j)eace ; but it is hard io see how it can change the

good intentions of Her Majesty's Government to put an end to

the wretched war. Without doubt the booty seized was large,

and will go a long Avay towards reconciling the Boers for the
dangers and discomforts of the commando, and may perhaps
encourage them to fight on, now that Moshesh exhibits the

white flag, and his warriors, if not panic-stricken, feel desirous

of suspending hostilities at their iieic Queen's command.
If the editor of the Friend, with his great ability and local

information, finds it " somewhat a matter of difficulty to form
a clear estimate of the situation in which the Free State is

placed," surely persons at a distance must at the present mo-
ment indeed feel puzzled in predicting, with any certainty, the
probable result of the conference at Aliwal North, which, when
I last addressed you, I erroneously believed, from what I heard,

was to be hurried on a week. It may be admitted that there

exists much difference of opinion amongst the Free Staters

themselves with respect to the contemplated British Basuto
Protectorate. Some regard it as " the next best thing to

federation which could have happened to them ; that it will

have the effect of restoring peace and tranquillity to their border

without the necessity of a further issue of bluebacks, or the

closing of the civil courts and the repudiation of colonial debts."

Others loudly deprecate " the interference of the British Go-
vernment, under the firm conviction that the Basutos are all

but crushed," and that the South African Eepublic '* could

now, unaided, dictate a satisfactory peace with them, or drive

them over the Drakensberg;" and so far from believing that

the Basutos are likely to be better neighbours when they be-

come British subjects, they ridicule the notion that Queen
Victoria will be able more efficaciously to restrain the thievish

propensities of their sable enemies than their respective chief-

tains, Moshesh, Letsea, Makwai, Molitzani, or even Bushuli,

if he be not dead. Many will feel inclined to agree with me
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and the Friend of the Free Slate, that they who take a sanguine
and favourable view of the new native policy of Her Majesty's
Ministers have much the best of the argument, but, unfortunately
for the cause of the immediate restoration of South Africa,
even some of those who hail with delight the interposition of
the Crown of England in affaii-s northward of the Orange River,
are " not a bit sorry for the Basutos, and believe that they
richly deserve all that they are likely to get."

In taking up the Standard and the Argus of this morning,
it struck me as remarkable, and a singular coincidence, that
in the columns of both journals the reasonable expression by
Sir Philip Wodehouse, of ** astonishment at the Orange Free
State continuing hostilities, destroying the crops, &c., after he
had notified the fact that the Basutos were about to become
subjects of the Queen," appeared in immediate juxtaposition

with the announcement that President Brand had appointed
" a day of thanksgiving to Almighty God for the success

of their arms against the Basutos." His Honour is doubt-
less most sincere in his laudable wish that the country
over which he rules should solemnly proclaim their pious

gratitude to the Giver of all Good ; but there will be some
who will entertain the idea that the character of the

Free State for sound religious feeling would have commanded
more general respect if it had not needlessly continued the work
of slaughter and the destruction of food, after the Queen of

Great Britain and Ireland had authoritatively declared that she

was anxious to restore peace to South Africa, and prepared to

do justice to both the combatants in this long-protracted war,

so disastrous in its consequences to the British Colonies of the

Cape and Natal, as well as to the aborigines of the land. It

has been urged, in justification of the scorn with which the

peaceful overtures of Her Majesty's High Commissioner have
been treated, that the South African Republic of the Orange
Free State could not lose the opportunity of showing its inde-

pendence, and that it is entitled, by the law of nations, to be the

sole arbiter of its own will with respect to the punishment of

its enemy—the Basuto nation ; but, as usual, I prefer on this

point to borrow the sentiments and language of one better

qualified to speak on this subject—the Friend

:

—
This line of argument is very well in theory—but in theory only ; for it

is a notorious fact that England withdrew her sovereignty from this State

of her own free choice, and can resume it again at any time, for anything

we can do to prevent it. The geographical position of this State, surrounded

by British possessions, will always prevent it being independent, except in

name. The last act of the Governor of the Cape is proof sufficient of this.

Finding that we are continuing the war against his clearly expressed wish,

he has at once stopped our supply of ammunition at Port Elizabeth. No
more permits are to be granted to Free Staters by the magistrate there.

We agree with the Graham's Town Journal, that this is an unwise and

impolitic step on the part of His Excellency, calculated to awaken bad

feeling, without effecting any good, for we have an abundant supply of
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ammunition of every kind in our magazines at present—probably sufficient

to finish the war, even if it last some months longer. We merely allude

to this fact here, to prove that our boasted independence is but a mockery
and a delusion, as it has ever been. Granted then, that we are not

independent of the British Colonies, would it not be better policy for us to

endeavour to act in a conciliatory manner towards the High Commissioner,

by giving effect to his wishes, and thus to gain the friendship and good will

of our neighbours ?

Perhaps, after all, 7iow that even the Advertiser and Mail

thinks that the Free State has achieved all the success which

it had desired, or could reasonably desire, and that the lowest

estimate of the booty seized, £30,000, will go far indeed towards

paying the expenses of the war, which must noa- he considered as

at an end, all the avoired objects of it having been accomplished ;

President Brand may approach the conference at Aliwal North

in a true spirit of conciliation and good will towards Great

Britain, and that a friendly alliance may be formed between

the Great Powers of South Africa to pave the way for " the

restoration of British authority over the Free State," which
your able contemporary last mentioned " believes will be an
unquestionable benefit."

It here occurs to me to notice the fallacious reasoning of

those who unjustly charge the honest supporters of Sir Philip

Wodehouse, in carrying out the Imperial mandate of protecting

Basutoland, with "vindicating arbitrary and despotic measures,

at utter variance with the fundamental principles of British

freedom." What has His Excellency the High Commissioner
of the Queen done, that it is to be accounted a sin in any of Her
Majesty's loyal subjects to sympathize with him and to wish

him success in the important but difi&cult task which has been

confided to him, " the restoration and maintenance of the

general peace of South Africa ?" Where is the act of tyranny

which has been perpetrated by Earl Derby's Government ?

Moshesh and his tribe petition the Queen of England to extend

her regal way over Basutoland, and, in her desire to be

consistent in promoting the cause of the aborigines in South
Africa, Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to grant their

prayer.

It may be thought and argued that the British Basuto
Protectorate is " the thin end of the wedge," the first step

towards the Orange Free State ceasing to be an independent

Eepublic ; but no one, much less any representative of the

opinions of Her Majesty's Ministers, has said or even dreamt,
that such re-annexation to the British Colonial Empire of the

territory, which was once the Sovereignty, a happy event which
many hope and believe is not far distant, will ever be effected

in any other manner but "justly and constitutionally, with
the consent of the people." Of course, "if the abandoned
subjects of Her Majesty within the Free State do not follow

the example of Moshesh, and pray for the Queen's protection.
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they will continue to suffer from the want of order and good
government, which now prevail northward of the Orange
Eiver. The only fear is that, if they da petition the Queen and
the Imperial Parliament for the restoration of British rule to
the land in which they live, unless they are supported by the
sympathies and co-operation of the Cape people and Parlia-
ment, some opposition may be made by the authorities at home
to the extension of British territory in South Africa, against
which there exists a strong prejudice in the Mother Country,
chiefly on the score of the cost of previous Kafir wars, which
are not likely to occur again. It behoves then all who hope
and desire to see the same British flag waving at Bloemfontein
and Thaba Bosigo, constitutionally to agitate the question of
federation or annexation of the Orange Free State to this

Colony, particularly if Natal should succeed in annexing
Basutoland, which the Graham's Ton-n Journal clearly dreads,

when it so strongly argues against the Cape Frontier Police
being employed for Imperial or Natal purposes. It is therefore

under all cii'cumstances satisfactory to learn that action has
already been taken within the Free State in this direction, and
that a memorial, to be signed by the subjects of the Free State
Republic, addi-essed to the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope,
is in course of circulation there, pressing upon His Excellency
to consider the subject of federal union of the South African

States ; and it seems probable that a similar memorial will

issue from the Cape colonists on the Eastern Frontier. Per-

haps, instead of making any appeal to Sir Philip Wodehouse
on this point, it would be the more legitimate and effectual

course for the Free State people to petition the Queen, and to

endeavour to put forward unanswerable reasons why the

resumption of the sovereignty, the first step either io annexation
to this Colony, or to the grand federation scheme, would be

attended with solid advantages to all parties concerned, the

Free State, Basutoland, and the colonies of the Cape and
Natal.

Wednesday, March 11. COLONIST.

The Annexation of the Orange Free State.

SiK,—At the risk of being deemed tedious, I cannot refrain

from referring in terms of honest praise to the spirit and tone

of your able leading article of this morning, the main practical

purport of which may be said to be the encouragement of the

people of the Cape, Natal, and the Free State, to " unite their

energies in striving to bring all South Africa under one flag."

You clearly appear to wish to see " commenced and put into

fair train, the steps necessary to bring the Free State again

under British rule," and want to be informed whether anything
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has been done in this direction. The petition to the Governor,
to which you allude, praying for His Excellency's favourable

consideration of a Federal union with the British colonies in

South Africa, had already, on the 6th of this mouth, obtained

about one hundred signatures, and it was expected to be
numerously signed. A correspondent, however, of the Friend

of the Free State, " Federation," considers this appeal from the

people of the State to Sir Philip Wodehouse " a breach of

etiquette," and counsels rather agitation, by means of public

meetings, revival of annexation committees, and memorials to

the President and Volksraad. In corroboration of his opinion,

he quotes the reply of Sir George Grey to an address from
Aliwal North, so far back as 1858, in which he said :

—" The
question of a union between the Colony and the Free State, to

which you advert, shall receive my careful attention. But such

a union, upon whatever terms it may be based, can only be

brought about by the Colonial Parliament and the Volksraad of

the Free State. Those bodies can alone give expression to the

wishes of the inhabitants of the two countries, which I can
then represent to Her Majesty's Government. In such a
matter I can only advise and guide—with the most heartfelt

desire that the decision arrived at may be for the lasting benefit

of all South Africa." Doubtless there is some force in this

objection, and " there are," as you say, " difficulties in the way
of taking the initiative in matters of this kind," but it seems to

me that if there be any truth in the statement "that the

Hollanders constitute almost entirely the pro- State and anti-

British section" within the Orange Free State, the best course

would be for the Free Staters to petition the Queen of England
to do for them what she has already done for the Basutos— to

declare them British subjects, and it may perhaps turn out that

such a petition to Her Majesty is ihore than a "mere rumour."
It may, and no doubt will, be argued, that the present

moment, when the interference by Her Majesty's Government
on behalf of Moshesh and his tribe has been misinterpreted and
misunderstood, and has even produced angry irritation, would
be inopportune to commence such an agitation ; but, it is

thought, that "the prejudices which have been excited against

anything British" will soon subside, and that a majority of the

inhabitants of the Orange Free State will enlist themselves on
the side of British rule and British protection. Some even
entertain the opinion that Mr. Advocate Hamelberg, who is the

most influential member of the Dutch i:)arty, is in favour of

moderate measures—that he is entirely opposed to bluebacks,
repudiation of debt, the denial of justice by closing the courts

of law, and inclined to view favourably a British Federal Union.
The large British party within the Free State "growl that

Moshesh should have gained what is still withheld from them
;

but the simple reason is, that he, untrammelled, gained by
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pertinacity what they never asked for, and have only yet to ask
to gain. Had their application been before the Home Govern-
ment with that of Moshesh, no doubt it would have met with
the same favourable response as his." It cannot be denied
that many, both in the Colony and the Free State, think "that
the Government are commencing apparently at the wrong end
of the stick by annexing Basutoland before the Free State

;"

but surely the first article of the Convention of Sir George
Clerk, which, "finally transferring the Government of the
Orange Eiver territory to the representatives delegated by the
inhabitants to receive it, guarantees, on the part of Her
Majesty's Government, the future independence of that country
and its Government," precludes Her Majesty spontaneomhj to

restore the regal sway of the British Crown to the Eepublic of

the Orange Free State, without the consent of the majority of

the people of that State.

It is but natm-al, and was to be expected, that those of the
Free State who "are anti-British as well as anti-Basuto" should
oppose Her Majesty's High Commissioner in the satisfactory

settlement of the boundaries of Basutoland ; but there is also

too much reason to fear that your prediction will be verified,

" that the Free State policy will be to make Sir Philip Wode-
house's task as difiicult as possible," with the view of " forcing

upon his attention the fact that things would work much more
satisfactorily and easily if the Free State were also British soil."

The Graham's Town Journal conveys the same idea, when it says,

that even they, " who are more or less anxious that the State

should become British," " will object to the cession of territory

to the Basutos as a matter of policy, hoping that by resisting

the demands made by Sir Philip, and which he thinks to be

essential, the British Government may be driven to settle the

difficulty by including the Free State as well as Basutoland
in the act of annexation." This crooked line of policy must,
many will think in common with you, fail in its object. Her
Majesty's High Commissioner, in carrying out the instructions

of the Home Government, to throw the shield of Great Britain's

protection over Moshesh and his tribe, must act with justice

towards them, and with a due regard to the interests of the

neighbouring Colonies of the Cape and Natal, not to mention
the Free State itself, by such a " modification of the boundary
as will ensure ample consideration of the claims of the State,

without rendering permanent peace altogether unattainable ;"

but, at the same time, he cannot exceed his authority and re-

annex at present the Free State to the British Colonial Empire.
Without any disparagement of the bravery of the burghers, it

may be taken for granted that an armed resistance to the will of

Great Britain is entirely out of the question, and the idea of

actual hostilities against Her Majesty's old subjects of the Cape,

or new subjects of Basutoland, will never be seriously entertained
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for a moment by the President and the Volksraad, or the people
of the Free State, Whatever then may be the opposition of the
" foreigners who have become inhabitants of the Sovereignty since

its abandonment," to the efforts of Sir Philip Wodehouse to re-

store peace to South Africa, it behoves the British party, at least,

within the Orange Free State, and all Her Majesty's subjects at

the Cape and Natal, not to thwart in any degree the establishment
of the British Basuto Protectorate on an equitable basis, and to

regard it as a stepping-stone, which it most certainly is, to the
further extension of British rule and protection northward of the

Orange River. No doubt, the representations from the people
of the Free State, that they are tired of the want of order, good
government, and credit under a Republican dynasty, and that

they yeai-n " to be allowed to rest and live under the large folds

of the flag of England," would be gladly conveyed by Sir Philip

Wodehouse to Her Majesty's Government, and supported by his

powerful recommendation to their favourable consideration.

While I admire the general tenor of your remarks, I must be
permitted, before concluding, to join issue with you on the point

that " Sir Philip Wodehouse's statement of the annexation ques-

tion was a one-sided one." Without wishing in the least degree

to detract from the merit of Mr. President Brand's clear histori-

cal account of the causes of the war, or to dispute its accuracy,

I think you would not have accused " Sir Philip of overlooking

more important truths than Mr. Brand," if you had borne in

mind the exordium of his despatch of the 11th of February :

—

I hope that my notice will not be misunderstood, if I abstain altogether
from discussing or questioning the description of past transactions given in

your letter. I have but one object in view, that of restoring peace and ensur-
ing the future tranquillity and well-being of the British Colonies, the Free
State, and the Basutos ; and I shall apply myself entirely to the endeavour
to obtain the acquiescence of your Government in the course which I believe

to be best fitted to promote its attainment.

In the despatch of the 10th March, written evidently under a

natural feeling of annoyance, that " the appeal he had made to

the President for the suspension of hostilities between the Free

State and the Basutos" had not been listened to, but that, on
the contrary, the war was being carried on more vigorously

than ever, His Excellency does not profess to go into details of

the causes of the war, but fairly and briefly argues in justifica-

tion of the British interposition on behalf of Moshesh, on the

ground that the old chief " had twice consented to spare the

Free State at the request of this Government, whose interven-

tion had been in both cases solicited in the most pressing terms
by the Free State." It seems then to me that, under the cir-

cumstances, the Governor must stand honourably acquitted of

the imputation that he has in an unfair and partial manner
summed i;p the case between the Boers and the Basutos.

Saturday, 21st March, 1868. COLONIST.



Ill

British Subjects.

Sir,—As public attention just now seems to be directed to

the subject of the allegiance of the inhabitants of the Free State

to the British Crown, a few remarks may not be considered out

of place. The correspondent of the Argus—"A Friend of the

Free State"—is right when he enunciates the general proposi-

tion, " Once a British subject, always a British subject." This

is the general rule, but it has its exceptions. A natural-born

subject of one country cannot throw off his allegiance to his

Sovereign by swearing allegiance to the Sovereign of another

country ; he cannot, by any act of his own, put off or discharge

his allegiance to the former. But he can be discharged by the

concurrent act of his Sovereign to whom his allegiance was first

due.

The position of the Free State is somewhat analogous to the

exception just mentioned. By the articles of convention entered

into between Sir George Clerk and the representatives of the

Free State, it was, amongst other things, agreed that the

inhabitants of that State should be finally freed from their

allegiance to the British Crown, and declared to be, to all intents

and purposes, a free and independent people, and that

their Government should be treated and considered a free and
independent Government. There can therefore be no doubt

that the inhabitants of the Free State, who were such at the

time of the convention, and their descendants, were, by these

articles, entirely absolved from their allegiance to the British

Crown, and that they could not be accused of high treason if

they refused to respect the terms of the Governor's proclamation.

But does this apply to the President ? Should Mr. Brand per-

severe in the war against the Basutos, could he (as the corre-

spondent of the Argus supposes) be indicted for high treason ?

Would it not be presumed that the convention which frees the

subject frees also the President, the source from which the

subject derives his civil status, from his allegiance ? If the

Government is to be free and independent, is it too much to

infer that the President, who is the principal member of the

Government, and to whom the Government looks for advice and
aid, and without whose authority little can be done, is to be

fettered and have his independence checked by his allegiance to

Her Majesty ? Or would it not be more in accordance with

the spirit of the convention to suppose that, inasmuch as the

Government is to be free and independent, the President, the

moment he accepts office, is, by virture of these articles,

absolved from his allegiance ? It seems to be clear that those

colonists who have emigrated to the Free State subsequent

to the convention, are still bound by their allegiance as natural-

bom subjects. But that the President is equally bound, is not
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I think, so self evident. I ask for information. I Lave no
doubt but that your very able correspondent " Colonist," who
has taken such an interest in the annexation of Basutoland,

will be able to inform me.

March 25, 1868. ANGLO-AFRICAN.

British Subjects in the Free State.

Sir,—In your columns of this morning, " Anglo-African"

pays me undeservedly the compliment of appealing to me for

information on the question put by "A Friend of the Free
State" in the Argus of Tuesday last.

If Mr. President Brand should still continue the war against Moshesh
and his people, who are now British subjects, would not he, together with
all other British subjects taking part in the war, be liable to a charge of

murder for every Basuto slain ?

Your new correspondent, although he writes with becoming
modesty and diffidence, appears to me to be master of his

subject, and not to be far wrong when he somewhat qualified

the legal position broadly assumed in your previous leading

article, " that any subject of Her Majesty by birth, who shall

bear arms against Basutoland or the Basutos, will commit an
act of high treason." Although, fortunately for the peace

of South Africa, there is no fear of actual hostilities between
the Queen's Representative and the President of the Free
Republic, and no probability that even the Volksraad will, to

borrow an idea from the Great Eastern, "dare to touch" the

Basutos, now that they have become British subjects, some
further remarks on the " existing relations between the British

Government and the Free State" maj'' not be without interest

to your readers. The general principle of law is that " natural

allegiance'" is such as is due from all men born within the

Sovereign's dominions immediately upon their birth ; it cannot
be forfeited, cancelled, or altered by any change of time, place,

or circumstance, nor bg anything hut the united concurrence of the

Legislature." It seems reasonable, and is fairly put by " Anglo-
African," that the Articles of Sir George Clerk's Convention
" entii-ely absolved from their allegiance to the British Crown"
all who were inhabitants of the Sovereignty at the time of its

abandonment in 1854, and it is also ably argued by this able

lawyer, that the President, " the principal member" of this
" free and independent Government," should be included in the

exception, and not fettered by his loyalty to Her Majesty. But
it occurs to me to make a quotation from a despatch of the

Duke of Newcastle of the 14th of January, 1854, as not

irrelevant to the point under discussion :

—

There is, I believe, little doubt that no measure resting on the Queen's
prerogative only for its authority could release them from the ties of such
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native allegiance ; an Act of Parliament would be required for that purpose.
It is probable that the inhabitants of the future Commonwealth would
generally prefer to retain the rights of British subjects rather than become
whoUy aliens, and subject to the ordinary incapacities of aliens within Her
Majesty's dominions.

If, therefore, the Imperial Parliament has " not ratified the
abandonment of the Sovereignty by a declaration of release from
allegiance to the abandoned subjects of Her Majesty," you may
perhaps, after all, be right in the interpretation you have put
upon the meaning of the last words of the Governor's Basuto
Proclamation, " And I hereby require all Her Majesty's subjects

in South Africa to take notice of this my Proclamation accord-

ingly." I must not, however, be considered to be doing more
than throwing out this point for argument ; for I feel con-

strained, much as I would wish otherwise, to go even further

than " Anglo-African," and to doubt whether it is so "clear
that those colonists who have emigrated to the Free State

subsequent to the Convention are still bound by their allegiance

as natural-born subjects." The legal authorities of decided cases,

which are doubtless fresh in " Anglo-African's" memory, may
be against me ; but I cannot help venturing an opinion that I

have reason and common sense on my side on this point. If

Her Majesty has been pleased, although unwisely, to recognize

the entire independence of a Free Eepublic on the immediate
border of her own Colonies in South Africa, it can hardly be

expected that even her former subjects, who have become
citizens of that Eepublic, should act in open defiance of their

own legally constituted authorities, and treat their sable neigh-

bours, the Basutos, with justice and moderation, instead of

with determined hostility and vengeance. Suppose, for the

sake of the argument, that the declaration by Her Majesty's

High Commissioner of the Basutos as British subjects was
detrimental instead of beneficial to the interests of the Orange
Free State, and that the State was powerful enough to dispute

the will of Great Britain, and waged war on that account,

would those who have become naturalized citizens of the

Eepublic, and fought under its banner, be guilty of high

treason to the Queen of England, because they were once subjects

of Her Majesty ? The principle, " that subjects- of Her Majesty

by birth cannot get rid of the allegiance they owe to her by the

mere fact of being also citizens of an independent State," upon
which you based the opinion above referred to, has been recently

much discussed in England in consequence of the unsuccessful

attempts of "American citizens," who have crossed the ocean

to create discord in Ireland, and join in a wicked rebellion, to

beard British authority with impunity in her criminal courts of

justice. The refusal by the British Government of the appli-

cation of Mr. Adams to allow prisoners to be tried by juries

half composed of foreigners, induced President Johnson, with

a view, as it has been said, of pleasing the Fenians in the

I
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United States prior to an election, to suggest some modification

and alteration of the laws of England and America Avhich are

identical on this point. The principle of international law
herein involved has consequently been freely and ably argued

by the English press, and, at the risk of again giving offence to

the literary correspondent of the Anju.i, I quote hi e.vteiiso a

passage from the Dailij Xars, which, in terse and clear language,

explains my own ideas on this subject :

—

We have chosen to deal rather with the intention of the different classes

of Americanized foreigners than with any technical rules of international

law. The subject is admittedly open for friendly discussion and negotiation,

and the object of each nation should be rather to arrive at a satisfactory

principle, which shall be fairly applicable to each, if the circumstances of

each happened to be reversed, than to insist on extreme and sweeping views

of national dignity. Such a moderate and just principle would, we conceive,

be found to be in a regard paid to the true purpose for which naturalization

is sought. The country of hirtli may well consent to pass from the rights of
allegiance over those who have left her for good and all, and who seek to

meddle no further with her affairs. Even if a war were to break out, and
such as these icere to he taken in arms against their native land, they might
rightly expect to he treated as trite-born foreigners, when they had long ago
renounced whatever rights or privileges belonged to their native inheritance.

But, on the other hand, when naturahzation is merely colourable, when it

does not withhold the citizen from taking part in the domestic conflicts of

his native land, or when his allegiance is thrown off at the moment of war
having actually broken out, then every overt act of hostility should in com-
mon sense be deemed treason. This principle would support every just

and honest claim for immunity, and would be in perfect harmony with the
amplest exercise of the privilege of political asylum. But it would maintain
harmony among nations by preventing reckless men from invoking their

protection in order to make them a base for hostile operations against their

allies.

Whether it be high treason or not for the Free State to

fight with the Cape Colonists, the British troops, or the Basu-
tos, there can be no doubt that the sooner the country north-
ward of the Orange Kiver comes under the flag of England, the

better for all parties concerned ; and I am therefore glad to see

in your issue of this morning a suggested Petition to the Queen
from the Free State, praying Her Majesty to do for the

inhabitants of the land which was once the Sovereignty, what
she has already done for the Basutos—" to extend her protec-

tion to them."
I cannot conclude without further suggesting that the colo-

nists of the Cape and Natal should also appeal to their " own
most gracious Queen," in support of the prayer of their

brethren beyond the Orange Kiver, not only for the sake of the
Free Staters themselves, but for the selfish purpose of putting
an end to bluebacks, repudiation of debt, closing of courts of
law, and other evils, ad infinitum,

Thursday, 26th March. COLONIST.
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The President of the Free State in Chains !

SiE,—If the Basuto question, which properly continues to

afford " discussions, arguments, and surmises" in the editorial

columns of the Eastern Province press, is becoming dull to

Cape Town readers, the Standard's sensational telegram from
Graham's Town, upon which you so amusingly dilate this

morning, appears calculated to create a demand for further

comment upon the probable results of the intervention of Her
Majesty's Government in behalf of Moshesh and his tribe.

The numerous friends at this end of the Colony of the President

of the Orange Free State, who recollect him at the Cape bar,

and believe that he entirely coincides with the well-known
sympathies of Sir Christoffel Brand, the Speaker of the House
of Assembly, have been indeed startled at the idea that he
should have been accused by the Hollanders of being " too

English." Mr. John Brand was always much esteemed as a
straightforward and high-minded gentleman, but he never
attempted to conceal the strong bias of his mind in favour

of the opinions formerly advocated by the Zuid-Afrikaan, and
the fact of his voluntarily resigning the useful office of law
lecturer and his practice at the bar for the Presidentship of the

Orange Free State, seems at least to be presumptive evidence

that he was more ambitious to become " a real South African

patriot," completely independent of any allegiance to England's
Queen, than a judge of the Supreme Court of the British Colony
of the Cape of Good Hope. In his honest and anxious desire

to "establish a Dutch Kepublic over the border," he, no doubt,

sacrificed his personal interests ; and, however unsuccessful his

government may have been in controlling the rude elements

of society northward of the Orange River, he was zealous and
well-intentioned in the discharge of his duties ; and no one,

even if he questions the soundness of the argument of his late

despatches to Sir Philip Wodehouse, can dispute that he was
really in earnest in attempting to maintain the independence

of the Eepublic over which he rules. He is about to return to

his professional pursuits in this Colony, and may perhaps again

take a seat in the Cape Parliament, convinced by bitter experi-

ence that it is to the interest of the State, in its geographical

situation and dependent position, that it should cease to be

nominally free, and that it should seek for true liberty, order,

and good government " under the large folds of the flag of

England." It is true that the Friend of the Free State, while

taking favourable notice of the last pai-t of Mr. President Brand's

reply, declining to become again a candidate for the Presidential

chair, " strengthen above aU the good understanding which has

thus far subsisted between the Government and inhabitants

of the Cape Colony and Natal, and those of the Orange Free

I 2
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State, and which I confidently trust will ever continue to sub-

sist," docs not give His Honour " credit for having done much,
if anything, during his Presidential reign, to foster or cherish

this feeling." It also seems to censure Mr. Brand for not

openly avowing his sympathy with his predecessor, Mr. Boshof,

on the subject of " federation with the British Colonies," and to

believe that His Honour's idea of a union is far distant in

prospect : that is to say, when the Queen's troops shall have
taken their departure from the shores of South Africa, and the

Colony of the Cape of Good Hope shall have ceased to be

British.

This may be an unfair and exaggerated representation of the

President's views, but when the Friend of the Free State writes

in this fashion, and the Tyd, the organ of the Dutch element

beyond the Orange Eiver, puts forward as a fact that the
" memorial in which the inhabitants of the Free State request

a foreign Governor to annihilate their independence" by Fede-

ration, has " created a most unusual unanimity in the whole
country, urgently requesting Mr. Brand again to allow himself

to be nominated for the Presidency," it certainly is strange, if

not " a thing too preposterous to be supposed for a moment,"
that the Hollanders should make him a " captive in chains" for

his alleged British propensities, and his too great respect for the

Queen's Representative. After the praise which has been

bestowed upon the President of the Orange Free State, not only

in Cape Town, but also by some portion of the Frontier press,

for the determined manner in which he resisted the good advice

of the representative of Great Britain to stop the wretched war-

fare, and for the ability with which, as the advocate of the

burghers, he has made out a case against the Basutos,—it is

not very surprising that some should be sceptical as to the

truth of the rumour that he is to be charged with being " untrue

to his country," and too ready to yield implicit obedience to the

behests of Her Majesty's High Commissioner. If, in con-

sequence of the Basutos being expected to attack Rouxville,

there had been a report that all true-born Englishmen, aided

by the " men of influence in the Free State, and the honest and
industrious farmers who migrated over the Eiver because their

farms were too small for them on this side," were commencing
a constitutional agitation to remove the President from his

high oiSce, because he did not at once accept the peaceful over-

tures of Great Britain, and willingly put faith in the assurance

of her representative "that the just claims of the State

would receive the fullest consideration," many might have
thought that they could safely attach credit to it.

The Eastern Province Herald, evidently under a conviction

that the recent victories at Tandjesberg and the Kieme have
been most decisive and conclusive, argues "that it would have
been a false step, injurious alike to the Free State and the
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Basutos themselves," to liave suspended hostilities at the bid-

ding of Sir Philix3 Wodehouse ; but it seems to me that you
have, in common with so many of your contemporaries of the
press, arrived at a just conclusion, " that the Boers' conquests
are a little less complete than they would have us believe," and
consequently that no great advantage has been gained by the
prolongation of the war. Although the Free State authorities

appear anxious to avail themselves of the legal axiom, that
possession is nine points of the law, by ordering the grantees
to occupy the conquered territory, the opinion is freely expressed
in the columns of the Friend, that such occupation would be
attended with danger, " before the Governor has been consulted,

and preliminaries of peace agreed upon," and, if this be so, the

burghers have not much improved the basis of negotiations with
respect to the future boundaries of Basutoland by the alleged

conquest of the territory ceded by Moshesh in 1866. As there

is no smoke without fire, there must be some foundation for the
intelligence from Aliwal North, and perhaps it will turn out, as

the Advertiser and Mail suggests, that some complaints are

about to be made against President Brand by some members of

the Volksraad. As a day or two will put us in possession of

the real facts of the case, it is vain to speculate much upon the

point, but may not the report be a joke as a sort of set-off to

the absurdity that an Englishman was to be charged with high
treason for originating the federation memorial to Sir Philip

Wodehouse ? For my own part, I sincerely wish that Mr.
President Brand is still a free agent, and that he will be em-
powered by the Volksraad to approach the Aliwal North Con-
vention in an amicable spirit, and that after having agreed to

the boundaries of the new British territory, he will, in the

words of the Graham's Town Journal, " open up a negotiation

for the full admission of the State to its old rights and privi-

leges under the Sovereignty."

Saturday, 28th March, 1868. COLONIST.

Bbitish Subjects.

Sir,—The question of the allegiance due to the British

Crown by the inhabitants of the Free State has, since I last

addressed you, increased in interest, and assumed, perhaps, a

serious complexion. I observe from the Mercantile Advertiser of

this morning, that certain three British-born subjects, residing

at PhilippoHs, unsuccessfully pleaded that they ought not

to fight against the Basutos now that the Governor's procla-

mation had declared the Basutos British subjects ; and that

Mr. J. M. Howell, when cited before the landdrost of Bloem-

fontein to show cause why he refused to go on commando, is

alleged to have quoted from a letter of Sir Philip Wodehouse
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to the effect that it would ill become auyoue who owed alle-

giance to the Queen to take an active part in hostilities against

the new subjects of the British Crown. There is also a rumour
that Sir Walter Currie had been authorized to use force, if

necessary, to eject the Burghers from the conquered ten-itory.

If this order be put into execution, it may lead even to hostile

conflict between the Free State and the Cape Colony, an event
to be deprecated. The frontier press also hints, if I am not
mistaken, that all British subjects caught in arms against the

Basutos would be tried, if not for high treason, at least for a
misdemeanour. With your permission, therefore, I wish
to add a few remarks to my former communication on this

subject.

Your correspondent " Colonist," in noticing the request for

information, quotes from Kerr's Blackstone, which proves that

natural allegiance cannot be forfeited by anything " but the

united co7icurrence of the Legislature," and the despatch of the

late Duke of Newcastle, to which he refers, seems also to take

for granted that " an Act of Parliament would be required for the

purpose of releasing from the ties of native allegiance'' all who
were formerly subjects of the Crown of England. If this be so,

and no action has been taken by the Imperial Parliament in

the matter, my theory of the power of Sir George Clerk's

Convention, entirely to absolve from allegiance to Her Majesty
all who were inhabitants of the Free State, and their descend-

ants, as well as President Brand, will fall to the ground, and
the idea of " Colonist," with respect to those subjects of Her
Majesty who have cast their lot in the Free State since it was
declared independent, which appears to be founded on the

reason and common sense of the argument of the Daily News,

might be all very well for discussion in a Debating Society, but
would not regulate the decision of the Supreme Court.

Not being conversant with the principles of International

Law, I again intrude upon your columns with the view of

inviting discussion on this important subject. Many of the

rumours afloat with regard to the difficulties which beset the

Governor in the coming Aliwal North Conference in the settle-

ment of the future boundaries of Basutoland, are no doubt
groundless, and I for one regret that violent leading articles

should be written upon the assumption of the truth of facts,

which all would deplore, but which are not proved. There is

one report, however, to which allusion cannot do harm, but
may do much good, and that is, " that the annexation of the

Free State is contemplated," and if some of the Cape Town
press would discuss this question in its editorial columns, they
would, in my opinion, be conferring a benefit not only on
the Free State, but also on the Colonies of the Cape and
Natal.

Cape Town, 1st April, 1868. ANGLO-AFEICAN.
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" Annexation alone will make the State free."

—Graham's Town Journal.

Sir,—The editor of the leading organ of public opinion at

Graham's Town, who has added to his well-earned reputation
by having consistently supported the Queen's Kepresentative
in his endeavour to carry out the good intentions of Her
Majesty's Government, to restore peace and tranquillity to

South Africa, concludes an able article, which, deprecating
the horrors of war with our neighbours, with whom we should
be on the best of terms, and wisely counselling submission to

the British Government on the part of "the authorities and
people" of the Orange Free State, argues that the State must
be weary of " a false and fruitless freedom," with the terse

sentence, hereunto prefixed, which seems well worthy to be the

theme of discussion by the Colonial press at the present

moment. "Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to the
modus operandi of Her Majesty's High Commissioner in bring-

ing " the Basuto nation within British jurisdiction," or how-
ever much you " may entertain a lurking belief that a differ-

ent initiation of the new policy of Great Britain in reference to

the border tribes might have averted the present ugly crisis,"

few, who have the interest of all parties concerned really at

heart, will venture to dispute that you act with wise discretion

in " willingly conceding that this is not the time to urge such
views."

While the conduct of Sir Philip Wodehouse has been
violently censm-ed in Cape Town, it is gratifying to those who
believe that he has been throughout actuated by the best of

motives in the execution of the instructions of the Home
Government, and honestly entertain the opinion that his clear

and conciliatory despatches deserved better treatment at the

hands of the President and Volksraad than they have
received, to find that no " strong adverse feeling exists along

the route by which he journeyed to the Free State," but that,

on the contrary, he has been everywhere greeted with welcome
demonstrations of loyalty to the Queen, and of respect towards

himself as Her Majesty's faithful representative in the Colony.

It seems to me, I confess, that the course of action pursued by

His Excellency, which has been so severely assailed, needs no
justification ; at any rate I care not, after the able leaders of

the Arffus and Standard of this morning, as well as that of the

Graham's Town Journal above referred to, further to argue this

part of the case, at least at the present stage of the proceedings.

I, for one, am sanguine that " the wise and liberal offer" com-

municated from Colesberg by Sir Philip Wodehouse to Mr.

Brand, may yet effect a wonderful " change in the spirit of the

dream" of the Volksraad, and that they may be induced to

listen to reason, and to admit the soundness of the conclusion
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of the Arym, that " it would be much wiser of the Burghers to

accept three hundred farms of fifteen hundred morgen each,

under the protection of the British Crown, than to throw
themselves madly on the points of British bayonets." Be this

as it may, the Basuto Protectorate by Great Britain is an
accomplished fact, and my object in intruding upon your
columns is to urge that no time should be lost in taking

practical measures to make it, as it has been correctly desig-

nated, "the thin end of the wedge"—the stepping-stone to the

further extension of British rule and British protection

northward of the Orange Eiver—the resumption of the

Sovereignty.

The loyal inhabitants of Colesberg, under the guidance of

their respected Civil Commissioner, so long the British Eesident
in the Sovereignty, could not conclude their recent address to

Sir Philip Wodehouse " without expressing their firm conviction

that the re-annexation of the Orange Free State is necessary
for the good and permanent peace and prosperity of its inhabi-

tants, and for the commercial and social development of South
Africa." Upon this point there is unanimity of opinion both
in the Colonies of the Cape and Natal, and, but for the baneful

influence of " the violent anti-English faction, known as the

Hollander party, which the Orange Free State Government is

not able to control," there is good ground to hope and believe

that the majority of the inhabitants of that State might easily

be brought to desire and to ask "to be allowed to live and rest

under the large folds of the flag of England." Even the editor

of the Adve) User and Mail, whom you have so properly rebuked
for " pandering to un-English sentiments," by grossly exaggera-
ting the weight and influence of the French Emperor's inter-

cession in behalf of Christian missions in South Africa and in

favour of Moshesh and his tribe, writes thus :
—" If the Basutos,

who were formerly the foes of Britain, are taken under British

protection, is no offer to be made of a similar favour to be
extended to the Free State, which was abandoned to its fate just

on account of the formidableness of that Basuto hostility?"

No one can deny that the Argus is quite right when it says, in
the interesting summary of the Basuto question transmitted to

England by the mail-steamer Celt, that " all the mischiefs and
difiiculties which have since arisen, have been the results of the
fatal measure of abandonment by the British Government of the
Orange Eiver territory, and the establishment in its place of a
free and independent Government, having nothing beyond
friendly relations with Great Britain, for which, it must never be
forgotten, the Cape and Free State colonists are not in any way
or in any sense responsible." Under all the circumstances then,
would it not be just and expedient to inaugurate a constitutional
agitation within the Cape Colony, with a view of endeavouring to
induce Her Majesty's Government to reverse this fatal policy of
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abandonment, and to act consistently in the further extension
of British influence in South Africa by making, not only the
Basutos, but also the Free Staters, British subjects ?

Of course the difficulty in the way is that the free and inde-

pendent Eepublic has not implored, in common with Moshesh,
to be placed under regal sway of England's monarchs, and so

long as the Hollanders reign supreme beyond the Orange Eiver,

it is not likely that a petition to the Queen to resume the
sovereignty will meet with the cordial approval of the Free
Staters ; but will not the fact of the English and Afrikanders on
this side of the river joining in proving by well-adduced arguments
that it is to the interest of both countries that they should live

under one flag—that of England—go very far in persuading the

majority of the people of the Free State to throw the Hollanders
overboard, and to hail the hoisting of the Union Jack at Bloem-
fontein with joy equal to that lately evinced by the old Chief at

the happy consummation of this event at Thaba Bosigo ? Sir

Philip Wodehouse with great propriety, while busily engaged
in annexing Basutoland to the British Colonial Empire, declines
" to discuss the expediency of re-uniting the Orange Free State

with the Colony of the Cape;" but this is no reason why the

colonists of the Cape and Natal should not respectfully request

Her Majesty's High Commissioner, after having accomplished
his present purpose, to bring the subject of the extension of

British rule to that State to the favourable consideration of

Her Majesty's Government. The Port Elizabeth Chamber of

Commerce have already addressed the Governor at Aliwal North
in terms of warm approval of the British Basuto Protectorate,

and have expressed the opinion that " it would be a source of

immense relief to this Colony, if in the course of the negotia-

tions with Mr. President Brand, it shall so happen that His
Excellency were to see his way to bring the Orange Free State

again under British power, by annexation, federation, or other-

wise." Why should not the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce,
after the misrepresentation of the peaceful intentions of Her
Majesty's Government, and the decided opposition to its policy

in certain quarters, follow this good example ? On a former

occasion the petition to the Queen and Imperial Parliament

against the removal of the troops, which first made its appear-

ance in the columns of the Standard, and met with your edi-

torial approval, was followed by local Parliamentary action and
the support of the Governor, which produced successful results.

Why should not a similar constitutional course be now adopted,

and Her Most Gracious Majesty be invoked by petition to

rfebUme the Sovereignty—to extend British territory, and to

increase the number of the subjects of the British Crown north-

ward of the Orange River in South Africa ?

Saturday, 4th April, COLONIST.
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We are not yet Free.

Sir,—Mr. Josias Philip Hoffman, who, as the President of

the Eepresentatives delegated by the inhabitants of the Sove-
reignty to receive from Her Majesty's Special Commissioner in

1854 the Government of the Orange Eiver Territory, and the

first President of the Republic, ought to be a good authority,

commences a sensible appeal to his fellow-burghers of the

Orange Free State with the words, " We are not yet free." He
reminds them that at the time he insisted " that it was a shame,
if not an act of betrayal, that the British Government should
desert them," and that he had in vain asked Sir George Clerk

to "have them declared free," and "the King of Holland to

recognise them as an independent people." He then appears

emphatically to corroborate the opinion which has been main-
tained by your correspondent " Anglo African," with respect to

the Free Staters being still British subjects, in the following

passage :

—

Boshof and Brand came here as British subjects, without their having
the right to speak of a declaration offreedom. Such is the situation. Will
you now, in your acknowledged independence, take up arms against the
British Government ? Then you are rebels, and can be punished as such.

Look, then, to what you do. Your President, the Hon. Mr. Brand, has
already told you that he is a British subject, and who, then, will help
you ? * • * Present, then, without delay, memorials to the Volksraad,
and implore them to do their duty, either to secure your independence,
which, if they cannot do, to have you annexed again to the British Crown.
To remain as you are is perilous.

Many who reflect that Blackstone and the late Duke of

Newcastle both held that natural allegiance to the Crown
cannot be forfeited except by an Act of the Imperial Legislature,

will be led to conclude that the former Ministers of Her
Majesty, who " sacrificed the Sovereignty, including large

Colonial and British interests, to a wretclaed, short-sighted

policy of expediency, did contemplate the possibility of the

measure being again reversed, as they shick at requesting Parlia-

ment to ratify the abandonment by a declaration of release from
allegiance to the abandoned subjects of Her Majesty.'^ If this view
of the case be correct, has not a good opportunity arrived for

the reversal of this fatal policy, by annexing the Orange Free
State, as well as Basutoland, to the British Colonial Empire ?

A correspondent, " Patriot," in the columns of your con-

temporary this morning, puts several grave questions, which
I must leave to others, more conversant with the principles of

international law, to answer, but to the fourth question, " If

the Basutos, who are foreigners, are worthy of protection, are

the British subjects and their property in the Free State not
worthy of the same ? and more especially, is not this Colony's
property in that State worthy of the first and best act
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of protection" ? I most unhesitatingly give a reply in the
affirmative, and add, let no time be lost in making every
constitutional effort to induce the Queen of Great Britain to

throw her shield of protection over her former, as well as her
)ieir subjects northward of the Orange Eiver. If something be
not done in this direction, complications may arise ; and the
fair name of England be tarnished, and her prestige in South
Africa even receive a shock, at the hands of the violent

Hollander party in the Orange Free State. The Graham's Town
Journal properly remarks :

—" That, under the circumstances,

a deputation of Englishmen from Bloemfontein should have
come down to Aliwal North to wait upon His Excellency, is

perfectly natural. The Englishmen in the Free State are in a
most perplexing and painful position. They may well say they
have a divided duty. Their difficulties will command the

sympathy of the whole colony. It is to be hoped that His
Excellency will know how to meet their case." To me it seems
that Her Majesty's High Commissioner would do well at once

to cause it to be made known that, if any decided movement
were taken by the inhabitants of the Free State to express their

desire to be relieved of their nominal independence and " false

and fruitless freedom," and to become again, if they have ever

ceased to be, British subjects. His Excellency would exert his

influence to induce the Home Government to see this reasonable

desire put into execution with as little delay as possible.

Although it is said that the Governor does not feel that he can
treat with the inhabitants of the Free State while negotiations

are going on with their Government, it is to be hoped that the

report is true that His Excellency had promised to forward to

the Imperial Government a petition in favour of annexation,

which had been presented to him by a deputation chiefly of

Englishmen. Perhaps there may be a fair prospect of the

prayer of such a petition being granted, if it be only from the

dread of the necessity of equipping a military expedition from
England, although not quite on so large a scale as that required

to bring King Theodorus to his senses, for the purpose of

protecting the rights of British subjects at Bloemfontein.

Tuesday, 7th April, 1868. COLONIST.

British Subjects in the Free State.

Sir,—The idea to which I ventured to give expression at the

conclusion of my last letter, has been anticipated and ampHfied

by the Graharns Town Journal, which playfully indulges its

imagination by predicting that " Theodorus in the North of

Africa may find his double in John Brand in the South," and
that it may be deemed necessary to march a " little British

army," under the command of Sir Percy Douglas, across the
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Orange River, " to the rescue of another company of captives."

Although official information has not yet been received that the

eight English gentlemen who dared to visit Aliwal North for

the purpose of " asking Sir Philip whether he could not annex
the Eepublic" have been committed to the gaol of Bloemfontein,
on a charge of high treason, it does not seem unlikely that even
the very remote possibility of a second Abyssinian expedition to

the Trans-Gareipian territory may at once induce the House
of Commons, the guardian of the interests of the tax-payers

of England, to present an addi-ess to Her Majesty, favourably

to receive and to grant the prayer of the petitioners of the Free
State, who were formerly, and long to be again, under the

protection of the English flag. A British subject, writing from
Philippolis, dii-ects attention to the anomaly of Englishmen
being punished by fine and imprisonment for refusing to wage
war with the Basutos after they had been proclaimed British

subjects, and wisely suggests, in the event of no change imme-
diately taking place in the Republican dynasty of the Orange
Free State, the appointment of a British Consul to protect the

rights of those who still owe allegiance to Queen Victoria.

The opinion before submitted in your columns, that Her
Majesty's ministers, who, through the instrumentality of Sir

George Clerk, carried out the fatal policy of abandonment of

the Sovereignty, purposely abstained from formally releasing the

Queen's subjects from their allegiance by Act of Parliament,

appears to be confirmed and supported by the annexed state-

ment of the Great Eastern, no mean authority on any point

connected with this subject, to which it has so long and con-

sistently devoted its attention :

—

The conditions of the Convention were never meant to do more than
permit certain subjects of Her Majesty to manage their own affairs, and,

although Sir George Clerk included therein a stipulation that the inhabit-

ants should be formally absolved from their allegiance, the Home Govern-
ment clearly showed their intention of making it merely a permissory docu-
ment, by positively refusing to fulfil the stipulation. . . . For aU the
Convention can effect to the contrary, the Free Staters are at this moment
merely a set of British subjects, who have been permitted to run riot for

the last fourteen years, to the great discomfort of all decently-organized
communities in the neighbourhood, and who may be lawfully brought under
British control at any moment when the British Government may deem it

expedient.

If this be a correct view of the case, am I very far wrong in

attempting to get up a constitutional agitation even in Cape
Town, for the purpose of inducing, not by arbitrary dictation,

but by convincing arguments, the people of the Orange Free
State to ask the Queen of England to grant to them the same
boon she has just conferred on Moshesh and his tribe—British

rule and British protection ? There must be some great ad-

vantage in being a subject of Her Majesty, or the wily Chiefs

of the aboriginal tribes of Southern Africa would not all be

so eagerly anxious "to be allowed to rest and live under the
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wide folds of the flag of England." Your readers will recollect
that Mr. President Brand, in his despatch to Sir Philip Wode-
house of the 31st of January, wrote thus :

—

Had Moshesh adhered to the treaty of Thaba Bosigo, as Molappo has to
the treaty of Imperaui, of the 26th of March, 1866, by which he became a
subject of the Free State, and as Paulus Mopeli has to the treaty by which
he became a subject of the Free State, his people would now be enjoying
the blessings and prosperity of peace, and the Government of the Free
State would not have been compelled to take up arms and prosecute a costly
war, which we all most sincerely deplore.

It will also strike many as a very singular coincidence that,

about the time the President was in his speech to the Volksraad
saying " I have satisfaction in being able to state that Captains
Molappo and Paulus Moperi have conducted themselves during
the Basuto war as faithful subjects, and that I continue to

receive the most satisfactory reports from their commandants
in regard to their fidelity and thankfulness at being able to enjoy

blessings of peace in tranquillity and rest as Free State subjects,''^

Molappo should be himself most desirous of and engaged in

becoming a subject of the Queen, and to be enrolled under the
banner of Sir Walter Currie at Thaba Bosigo. The anti-British

influence of the Hollanders, which has succeeded in preventing

the Volksraad from treating Her Majesty's representative with
proper respect, and in compelling them to decline his offer of

friendly negotiation, may prevail for a time in checking the

majority of the people of the Orange Free State from following

the example of Moroko, Molappo, and other chiefs, and appeal-

ing for Great Britain's intervention in their behalf, but this is

no reason why the counter-influence of the loyal subjects of Her
Majesty within the Colonies of the Cape and Natal should not

be set at work to urge upon their neighbours northward of the

Orange Eiver, both English and Afrikanders, to unite in

petitioning, as Moshesh has done, for the favour he has
received at the hands of the Queen.

Sir Philip Wodehouse, who must be pleased with his recep-

tion throughout the country districts en route to Aliwal North,

in returning thanks to the Burghers at Hanover for their hearty

welcome, is reported have said :

—

Many of you here present no doubt have relations and connections in the

Free State, and very naturally you look to the result of my mission. The
sole wish of Her Majesty's Government is to establish peace throughout

these districts, and we thought that this object could be best attained by
taking the Basuto tribe under the protection of the British Government.
I am aware that an opinion exists, and, no doubt, many here assembled share

in that opinion, that it would be to the interest of the Free State were that

country brought under British rule, and annexed to the colony. Such is not

now my intention. You must know that the Basuto nation has for the last

four years been earnestly praying Her Majesty to take them under her

protection, and any move in the same direction in regard to the Free State

must necessarily emanate from the people of that State. But, as yet, no

request of that kind has been made, and naturally the British Oovemment
tcill not take the initiative in such a matter.
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It may then, I think, be taken for granted, from the reason-

ing of the best authority as to the inclinations of the Home
Government, that, if the independent Trans-Orange Eepublic be

weaiy of its nominal freedom, and seeks for true liberty and
good government under the salutary inj&uence of the British

Crown, it is only to ask to be annexed to the British Colonial

Empire, and its request will be granted.

In the further extension of British rule northward of the

Orange River, the Cape and Natal are no less interested than
the Free State itself, and they ought, therefore, all to join in

well-organized efforts to bring this happy event about. Although
after the insult on the Queen's Representative on the spot, it is

not probable that the commission deputed to confer with His
Grace the Duke of Buckingham in England, and to protest

against the policy of Her Majesty's Government with respect to

the Basutos, will receive a very favourable hearing, would it

not be as well that some action should be taken to approach
Downing- street, through the 'prosier official channel, with the view
of making it known that it is the general opinion of the colonists

of the Cape and Natal, as well as of many in the Free State,

that the annexation of Basutoland, although good in itself, is

only a half-measure—a step in the right direction, which must
be followed up by the resumption of the Sovereignty ? How-
ever much the good intentions of the Home Government
with respect to the partial extension of British rule beyond the

Orange River may have been misunderstood in the Western
Metropolis, there can be little doubt that the vast majority of

the inhabitants of the Cape, Natal, and the Free State, would
rejoice and be content if " England only were to fulfil her
bounden duty by maintaining her rule over all South Africa."

Saturday, 11th April, 1868. COLONIST.

The Protest of the Feee State against the
British Government.

Sir,—The Advertiser and Mail, goaded by the Standard's

taunt that "it was pandering to un-English sentiments," re-

torted that your " turning round and commending only the inter-

vention of Sir Philip" on behalf of the Basutos, when you saw
that it was backed by irresistible power, was a very un-English
sort of proceeding indeed ; but your leading article of this

morning is an able defence against this grave accusation, and
affords satisfactory proof that you are prepared to support the
Queen's Representative against the existing Dutch prejudices of

Cape Town and Bloemfontein. It is one thing to have found
fault with the delay in issuing the Proclamation in the Govern-
ment Gazette declaring the Basutos British subjects, and another



127

noic that the annexation of Basutoland to the British Colonial
Empire has been accomijlished, in a captious spirit to raise
objections to what has been done, and to sow the seeds of dis-

content with a measure of Her Majesty's Government, which,
it is admitted by all, is for the good of South Africa.

Your contemporary, better versed in literature and science
than in international law, in his laudable desire " to advocate
fair-play between the weak and the strong, and to do justice

even to the helpless Free State as much as to America or
France," takes, it is submitted, rather an exaggerated view, and
does not quite fairly represent the case, when he writes r

—

" What the Free State protests against, and is justly indignant
at, is that its independence as a State—that independence
which was forced upon it by Sir George Clerk in 1854—is now
deliberately ignored, and that ' Sir Philip Wodehouse is carry-

ing out a despotic intervention in defiance of its independence,
contrary to the law of nations, and backed only by the law of

might.' " In what manner has the independence of the Free
State been ignored by Her Majesty's High Commissioner ?

What act of Sir Philip Wodehouse justly merits the oft-used
and popular epithet of "despotic and tyrannical?" How has
the law of nations been infringed and might exercised against
right ? The ill-advised resolution of the Volksraad, to treat

with contempt the Representative of Great Britain on the spot,

who had declared his readiness " to give the fullest conside-

ration to the just claims of the State," and to send a protest

to England against the matured policy of Her Majesty's
ministers, may, it is thought, be ascribed to the influence of

Mr. President Brand and Mr. Advocate Hamelberg in the debate
on the question of British intervention at the extraordinary
session. I have in vain searched the speeches of these two
lawyers for any argument, founded on the principles of the law
of nations, to prove that any wrong had been done to the Free
State by the interposition of the Queen of England to restore

peace to South Africa. The burden of their song was that " the

Governor was tampering with their rights"—" that he was the

cause of their difficulties with Moshesh"—" that the acts of

treachery of the Basuto chief justified the prolongation of the

war ;" but the tivo main grounds of their complaint seem to be,

as formally expressed in the resolution, " the acceptance

of Moshesh and his people as British subjects, and the annex-

ation of his country to the British territory, and the assertion

of a right to prohibit our State being supplied with ammunition
from the Colony, both alike in conflict (as it was alleged) to the

spirit and letter of the Convention" of Sir George Clerk.

1. The Argm, in its leader of Saturday last, clearly showed,
by historical references, that it was " not, as has been asserted,

contrary to received international maxims and laws, for one

nation to step in between two belligerents, and offer a protec-
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torate to one of them on certain terms ;" and thereon correctly

founded tlie argument that " no one could doubt the right of

the English Government to annex Basutoland even while at

war with the Free State," provided it could be shown that a
protracted and wretched border warfare between the Boers and
the Basntos was detrimental to the interests of the British

Colonies of the Cape and Natal. Of course, in such a case,

Great Britain ought to act with even-handed justice and equity,

and not forcibly " snatch away any territory fairly gained in

war by the Free State." But Sir Philip Wodehouse has never

assumed arbitrarily to fix the future boundary line between the

Orange Free State and Basutoland, and has throughout "in-

vited negotiation" at Aliwal North, for the purpose of amicably
settling the knotty points with respect to the so-called " con-

quered territory"

—

not, in reality, in possession of the burghers.

It is true that Mr. President Brand, not only in his despatch

to Sir Philip Wodehouse, but also in his opening speech to the

Volksraad, states that " the conquered territory has been
cleared," but it is reported, on the other side, that Sir Walter
Currie finds a great many Basutos still in occupation of the

lands which they have cultivated, and are alleged to have de-

serted ; and it appears also that the destruction of the crops,

which in many places are standing in luxuriance, has not been
carried to the alarming extent anticipated.

While it cannot but be gratifying to all who naturally sym-
pathize with the weaker against the stronger party, or, as the

Argus amusingly puts it, who espouse the cause of the " little

'un," in a street fight with " a big fellow," that no principle of

international law has been seriously abrogated in the establish-

ment of the British Basuto Protectorate, I cannot help sub-

mitting to your readers that there is some sound practical com-
mon sense in the view taken of this matter by the Great Eastern,

in the annexed extract from its late leader, commenting on the

debate in the Volksraad :

—

A great deal was said about the power and dignity of the State having
been insulted by Sir Philip Wodehouse's proceedings, and also about the
injustice of infringing the Convention of the 23rd February, 1854—the
President quoting American authorities on international law. This would
be very fine and very proper, if in any sense the Free State could really and
lawfully be considered an independent State—although even the Great
Powers have already arrogated to themselves the right to annex, dictate to,

or treat as they please, all such little powers, as by their misconduct en-

danger the peace or prosperity of their neighbours. International law does
not apply to such pettifogging principalities, or diminutive democracies,
any more than civil law to street games, or schoolboys whose heads may be
knocked together by the policeman or schoolmaster, whenever they disturb

the peace by evincing precocity in swearing or fighting.

Upon the whole, then, it does not seem that the point, or

principle, of the law of nations, involved in the Queen of Eng-
land having consented to make Moshesh and his tribe British

subjects, at their own request, is so difficult or important as to
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require the carrying out the suggestion, made by Mr. Advocate
Hamelberg, "of appealing to another Power to arbitrate be-

tween the British Government and that of the Orange Free
State," and it is to be hoped that the great sticklers for the
independence of the Kepublic will yet see the folly of dreading
any communication with Her Majesty's High Commissioner,
lest " he should place a halter round their necks." If Sir

Philip Wodehouse has erred in this matter at all, it is that he
has been too scrupulously cautious and timid to intermeddle in

any way with the boasted, though nominal, independence of the

Orange Free State, and too slow to proclaim aloud that "annex-
ation is the only panacea for the many ills of that State."

2. After your convincing leader of this morning, your readers

will not require me to argue the point as to the alleged breach

of the Convention by the Governor not granting permits for

the transmission of gunpowder and fire-arms to the Free State.

It would indeed be superfluous to enlarge upon your text,

" that it would be monstrous to suppose that the Governor of

a British Colony would allow a neighbouring power to purchase

arms and ammunition in his country for the purpose of carry-

ing on a war with British subjects." Whatever difference of

opinion may exist as to the want of diplomatic tact on the part

of Sir Philip Wodehouse in having been too straightforward in

exposing the weakness of the Free Staters, by referring to his

ability to stop their supply of gunpowder, when they had plenty

of it in store in their magazines, there can be no doubt that he

was perfectly justified in exerting the power given by the local

legislature of restricting the transport of the deadly weapons of

war northward of the Orange Eiver, to be used by the Burghers

in defiance of the good intentions of Her Majesty's Government
to stay further bloodshed in South Africa, which he had been

commissioned by Her Majesty's Government to put into execu-

tion. I cannot conclude without expressing my gratification

that the Governor should have called attention to the breach of

the Convention by the closing of the Civil Courts against colonial

creditors, as it is a proof of His Excellency's sympathizing with

the mercantile interests of the Eastern Province, and will en-

courage agitation on the part of Port Ehzabeth, Graham's

Town, and King WiUiam's Town, for the annexation of the

Orange Free State to the Queen of England's colonial domi-

nions.

Tuesday, 14th April, 1868. COLONIST.

The Annexation of Basutoland.

Sir,—The Advertuer and Mail, after having the other day

properly quoted, in evident terms of approval from Sir Philip

Wodehouse' s reply to the loyal address from Colesberg, " that
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it would be au evil day for tlie Colony if there should cease to

exist in the minds of the community a diversity of opinion ou
public affairs," in its sub-leader of this morning, without
commenting much on the farther correspondence on the Basuto
question just published, writes as follows :—" Every dispas-

sionate and impartial critic must feel that President Brand has
the best of the argument." I venture, however, to submit that

many will be found to differ toto coelo from this judgment, rather

dictatorially delivered from the editor's chair, and not hesitate

in awarding the palm of praise, both in clearness of style and
soundness of reasoning, to Her Majesty's High Commissioner.
On one point, it seems to me that there cannot well be much

difference of opinion on the part of those who really wish well

to all parties concerned—the Colony, the Free State, and the

Basutos—and that is that it is to be greatly regretted that the

Volksraad did not empower the President to meet Great
Britain's representative at the proposed conference at Aliwal

North, to settle, after all that has been said and done, the onhf

real point at issue—the boundary line between the Orange Free
State and the new British territory, Basutoland. Can any one
who calmly and without favour or prejudice, carefully reads this

" lengthened correspondence," doubt the soundness of the

conclusion of the Argus, that "it contains matter which should

have been the subject of negotiation," and that "there are

disagreements on matters of fact which nothing but verbal

discussions could settle, and statements which nothing but the

hearing of witnesses could sift ?" Suppose Mr. President

Brand had met Sir Philip Wodehouse, and proved to his entire

satisfaction all the allegations of his despatch of the 2nd of

April, he might perhaps have succeeded in establishing an
equitable title to the so-called " conquered territory," but more
correctly defined as " disputed territory." If the treaty of

peace concluded at Thaba Bosigo on the 5th of April, 1866, by
which Moshesh ceded to the Orange Free State the territory

annexed by Proclamation of Commandant-General Fick, could,

under all the circumstances attending the commencement of

the last war, be deemed fairly binding on the old chief. Great
Britain's agent would probably have felt himself compelled
either to give up the whole extent of land to the Orange Free
State, or to grant compensation for such portion of it as was
retained for the necessary support of Her Majesty's new
subjects, the Basutos.

Surely it would not be to the interest of the Free State itself

to take away from Moshesh and his tribe, their rich arable

lands, and compel them to indulge their " thievish propensities"

by depriving them of the means of growing their own corn
;

and the treaties with Letsea and Molappo, " who were permitted
to continue to dwell in portions of the territory annexed by
Commandant-General Fick," afford the best evidence that even
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tlie Volksraad did not covet all tlie good land of their sable

neighbours. His Excellency says in his despatch of the 4th of

April: "It has been my endeavour, in carrying out the
instructions of Her Majesty's Government, to obtain the best

possible information as to the actual, not the past, state of the
country, and to make such overtures to your Government as

were, in my judgment, fair to all concerned, and likely to prove

permanently beneficial^ The opinion is pretty generally enter-

tained that Sir Philip Wodehouse was right when he stated in

his despatch of the 11th of February

—

I believe that even among the most intelligent inhabitants of the State
an impression prevails that the cession of territory demanded from the
Basutos is in excess of what true policy would dictate, inasmuch as it

would deprive the tribe of a great quantity of land best suited to them, and
coop them up in comparatively barren tracts to a degree that would render
thieving almost inevitable and necessary for their very existence. I think,

therefore, that I may fairly suggest, as deserving of the most serious

consideration of your Government, whether the true interests of the State

do not point to such negotiations with a friendly power, on the subject

of a modification of the boundary, as will ensure ample consideration

of the claims of the State, without rendering permanent peace altogether

unattainable.

Of course, however, if Mr. Brand controverted this opinion,

and established by evidence that " the Basutos, if restrained

from crossing the boundary line fixed by the treaty of Thaba
Bosigo," would not suffer, but still have land enough to live

upon, His Excellency's valid objection to " the first exercise of

British authority having for its object the ruin of the people,

who had just become British subjects," would have been

removed. Great Britain certainly has no interest in the large

extent of territory in Basutoland, except in so far that, if " the

Basutos be confined within a tract insufficient for their support,"

it may be very difficult, even under British control, to restrain

them from being troublesome to their neighbours of the inde-

pendent Free State. It will be recollected that, from the very

beginning of the discussion of this question, I have always

argued that the Free State could not hope much to improve

the basis of negotiation by refusing to suspend hostilities, when
Sir Philip Wodehouse made that reasonable request, stating at

the same time that he was prepared to "give the fullest con-

sideration to the just claims of that State" on terms of friendly

alliance with Great Britain ; and the result has proved that I

was not very far out in my calculations. While Mr. President

Brand has on several occasions authoritatively declared that

the " conquered territory" has been cleared by the forces of the

Free State, he does not venture to gainsay the statement made
by Sir Philip Wodehouse in his despatch of the 4th of April

:

—" I learn from sources, on which full reliance can be placed,

that Mequatling, Platberg, Tanjesberg, Maguaisberg, and indeed

almost all the places of strength within the territory you claim,

are again occupied, and command to a certain extent all the

K 2
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country uot positively held by the Free State commandoes."
Whatever equitable claim, then, the Orange Free State may
have to the disputed territory, it cannot with any justice now
avail itself of the popular legal maxim " that possession is

nine points of the law," although it has been foolishly urged

on by bad counsel to continue j&ghting, after the Basutos had
laid down their arms at the bidding of their new Queen's repre-

sentative at the Cape, for the express purpose of being enabled

to do 60. The Advertiser and Mail also reports that "it is

against the armed intervention of His Excellency" on behalf

of "his new ally, Moshesh," "that the Free State Government
has determined to appeal to Her Majesty the Queen," but is

this a fair and accurate representation of the case ?

The resolution of the Volksraad does certainly in a formal
manner put forward that the Convention has been violated " by
the acceptance of Moshesh and his people as British subjects,

and by the annexation of his country to the British territory,

as well as by the prohibition of the supply of ammunition from
the Colony," and therefore determines to treat Her Majesty's

High Commissioner with contempt, and to go direct to Eng-
land with a protest against the British Government. But is

not the real ground of complaint the non-accession to the

Orange Free State of the " conquered territory ?" Does any
one believe, who has well digested the correspondence, that, if

Sir Philip Wodehouse had adopted Mr. President Brand's sug-

gestion " with respect to the boundary line described in the

treaty of Thaba Bosigo, and with his aid had ejected all the

Basutos out of the ' conquered territory,' and given the Orange
Free State permanent and undisturbed possession of it, the

protest against the Basutos having been proclaimed British

subjects would have been persisted in by the Volksraad ?" But
has the Free State set the right way to work to substantiate

its claims for the rich land of its neighbours which it so much
covets ?

Does not the Anjus put the case in a proper light when it

says :—" They may have a splendid case against the British

Government or its agents, but they refuse to state it. They
may be able to lay claim to half, or two-thirds, or the whole of

what is called the conquered territory, but they refuse to do
it ?" How can the British Government be expected to decide

on the merits of this question so well as their accredited repre-

sentative, who has the means of " more accurate information"
on the spot ? So long as justice is done both to the Free
Staters and the Basutos, it must be a matter of perfect indif-

ference to England what the future boundary line between the

Orange Free State and Basutoland is to be. It will not, how-
ever, require even a reference to Her Majesty's Attorney-General
in London for His Grace the Duke of Buckingham to decide that
the British Basuto Protectorate is not " a treaty which may be
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injurious or prejudicial to the interests of the Orange River
Government," within the meaning of the second article of Sir

George Clerk's Convention, and that "the freedom" which has
been granted " to the Orange Eiver Government to purchase
their supplies of ammunition in any British Colony or posses-

sion in South Africa, subject to the laws provided for the regulation

of the sale and transit of such ammunition in such British Colonies

and j)ossessions," cannot be made to apply to the case where that

Government desires to carry on war against the Queen's new
subjects, the Basutos, in opposition to the humane policy of

Her Majesty's Government. Although many will not concur
with your contemporary in admiration of the logic of Mr. Pre-

sident Brand's despatches, few will withhold their cordial

approval of his conclusion that " the Government of the Free
State has not the remotest idea of coming into hostile

collision with, or taking up arms against, the British

Government, with whom it is anxious to be at all times,

and remain on the best and most friendly terms ;" and perhaps,

after all, when the Volksraad again meets, they may yet see the

wisdom and expediency of entering into friendly negotiation

with Her Majesty's High Commissioner on the knotty points in

dispute. Even the Volksblad, which on this question, to my
mind, contrasts so unfavourably with its rival, the Volksvriend,

that so well argues that " the annexation of Basutoland to the

British Crown may be reasonably regarded as only the beginning

to the end," the extension of British rule " to the Free State,

utterly incompetent of self-government," seems to admit that
" there may be difference of opinion as to whether the Free

State authorities were wise or not in continuing their defiant

attitude after the apparently reasonable proposal of the 800

farms was made by the Governor." There can be no doubt,

also, that many of those in Cape Town who were sceptical

about the good intentions of Her Majesty's Government towards

the Free Staters as well as the Basutos, now openly avow their

regret that the equitable offer made by Sir Philip Wodehouse
from Colesberg was not at once accepted by the Volksraad,

under the firm and honest conviction that a British title to

land is of far more marketable value than an Orange Free State

title, and that an opportunity has been lost of realizing a con-

siderable sum of money towards the redemption of the obnoxious

bluebacks, the offspring of the long-protracted war.

Saturday, 18th April, 1868. COLONIST.

The Annexation of the Orange Free State.

Sib,—The temperate and well-argued letter of a " Free

State John Bull," which you have transferred from the Eastern

Province Herald into your columns of this morning, seems
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calculated to convince even those in Cape Town, wlio under the

influence of Dutch prejudices, which ought not to be revived,

still have doubts and misgivings as to the good intentions of

Her Majesty's Government towards South Africa, that British

intervention on behalf of the Basutos is not a very violent

infiingement of the law of nations. If it could be taken for

granted that the war which concluded with the treaty of peace
at Thaba Bosigo was a just one, Great Britain would, no doubt,

be disposed to pay respect to the title of the Orange Free State

to the land ceded by Moshesh under the first article of that

treaty, provided the former inhabitants of that portion of

Basutoland were not ejected from the land of their birth, and
compelled to seek for shelter and their means of livelihood in

the British Colonies of the Cape and Natal. A difficulty might
perhaps arise even then, that the Basutos, as in the case of

Molappo, who was considered by Mr. President Brand to be so

contented with his lot, would refuse to remain under a Repub-
lican form of Goverment, and " pray to be allowed to rest and
live under the large folds of the flag of England."
The Advertiser and Mail, which cannot get rid of its all-

absorbing idea that " might is exercised against right," con-

cludes that " the disposal of the conquered territory will be left

in abeyance, pending the reference to Her Majesty's Govern-
ment in England," but it appears to me that the view taken by
the Argus, that " Sir Philip Wodehouse cannot call back the

Basutos from the disputed territory, nor can he allow the Boers
to assail them, while in pursuit of lawful occupations" within

that territory, is more correct. This knotty point as to the

boundary line will, after all, have to be decided on the spot,

and the sooner the notion of sending a deputation to England
is given up, the better for all parties ; for the plan which has
been suggested by your last-named contemporary, " that each
party should remain in its present position, pending the appeal,

the commandoes in their entrenchments, and the Basutos in

the localities from which they have not been driven," is likely

to result in mischief and a renewal of hostilities. It will not
surprise many to hear the statement in your telegram, that the

decision of the Volksraad has caused dissatisfaction in the

camp at the Tieme, for there can be no doubt that if the repre-

sentatives of the people had listened to reason, and not adopted
the suicidal policy of rejecting amicable negotiations with Her
Majesty's High Commissioner, by this time the question of

boundary would have been satisfactorily arranged, and a mixed
population of burghers and Basutos would be peacefully occu-

pying the " conquered territory." Perhaps, however, out of

evil good may come, and this fresh proof of the inability of

the Republican dynasty to promote the interests of the Orange
Free State may hurry on the extension of British rule to that

State. It must be admitted that the British Government erred
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most grievously in abandoning the Sovereignty and discarding
the inhabitants as they did, through the action of their repre-

sentative, Sir George Eussell Clerk ; and to put things straight

again it may be necessary to have recourse "to a somewhat
exceptional policy ;" but it seems to me absurd to contend that
because we have committed one egregious act of folly, we are
not to retrace our steps on being convinced that the general
interests of South Africa would be jeopardized by pursuing the
same downward course any longer. The sooner, therefore, the

Orange Free State is annexed to the British Colonial Empire
again the better, and no time ought to be lost in bringing this

happy event about. The Convention has been over and over
again broken, and the Burghers have proved themselves utterly

incapable of governing themselves, and it remains then simply
for the British Government to tell them so plainly, and without
much parley to proclaim the country British at all hazards.

Things seem to be approaching a crisis, and all persons attached

to British interests ought to waive minor points, and support

Sir Philip Wodehouse in his arduous task of carrying out the

humane policy of the Home Government to benefit South
Africa as a whole. The anomalous position of British subjects

within the Free State affords an additional reason for action

on the part of the Queen of England's representative to extend

Her Majesty's regal sway northward of the Orange River, and
your telegram of this morning affords cheering evidence that

the Governor of the Cape will do his best with the British

Government in this direction.

A correspondent of the i^n>??f? of the Free State, "Patriot,"

in allusion to the injunction contained in the Oovei-nment Ga-
zette " to all Her Majesty's subjects in South Africa," to pay
attention to the Basuto Proclamation, puts the question,
" Who are the British subjects now residing in the Orange Free

State ?" and answers it by the annexed extract from a despatch,

dated 14th January, 1854, from the late Duke of Newcastle to

Sir George Clerk, which has been before quoted in your
columns :

—" With respect to the question of the allegiance of the

inhabitants who may have been born in British dominions,

either within or without the Sovereignty, there is, I believe,

little doubt that no measure resting on the Queen's prerogative

only for its authority, could release them from the tie of such native

allegiance. An Act of Parliament would he required for that pur-

pose. But for the reasons already adverted to in my despatch of

November 14 last, I do not consider it necessary to apply to Parlia-

ment on this yround." As it is now rather late in the day to

ratify and confirm, by enactment of the Imperial Legislature,

the Convention of Sir George Clerk, which professed to make
" the inhabitants of the Orange River Territory .//w," would it

not be well that some steps should be taken to request Sir

Philip Wodehouse to suggest to Her Majesty's present Ministers
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the introduction of a short Act of Parliament, to annul, as far

as possible, what has been done—to resume the Sovereignty,

and to restore to their natural allegiance to the Queen of Eng-
land " Her Majesty's abandoned subjects in South Africa ?"

Thursday, 23rd April, 1868, COLONIST.

The Governor and the Free State. Annexation
OR Federation.

Sir,—It has been the fashion in Cape Town to quarrel with
the ynodus operandi of Sir Philip Wodehouse, and even to accuse
him of gross " tyranny and despotism" in his dealings with
the Orange Free State, in carrying out the instructions of the

Home Government to establish the British Basuto Protectorate.

Some who lead public opinion in the Western metropolis must,
it is thought, have been anxious to prevent the respectable

Dutch inhabitants of this end of the Colony from duly appre-

ciating the humane and peaceful policy of the Queen's present

ministers towards South Africa, or they would not have
laboured so hard to make Her Majesty's Kepresentative at the

Cape, entrusted with the execution of that policy, as unpopular
as possible by too readily assuming the truth of sensational

telegrams, now proved to be inaccurate, and founding thereon

violently written articles to his prejudice. I have throughout
attempted to argue that the despatches of Sir Philip Wode-
house, which contrast more favourably than ever with those of

Mr. President Brand, tioiv that it is self-evident that " the war
was not nearly at an end, nor the so-called conquered territory

cleared of Basutos," afforded the best evidence that he was
determined in a conciliatory spirit " to give the fullest conside-

ration to the just claims of the Free State," and the pertinent

extract from the Graaff-Eeinet Herald, in your issue of this

morning, more than corroborates my view of the case.

It seems to me also that the Graham's Town Journal has
satisfactorily proved that " His Excellency has brought to the

task set him by the Imperial Government an admirable

calmness of mind and an inexhaustible store of patience," and
that he has almost entitled himself for the future to bear the

motto of " Sauviter in modo, fortiter in re,'' whatever difference

of opinion there may be as to his official courtesy or diplomatic

tact in other past transactions. Some will now begin to think

that even the delay in issuing the Proclamation declaring the

Basutos British subjects, which at once so happily produced the

desired effect of staying the bloody hand of war, was prompted
by a wish on the part of Sir Philip Wodehouse to negotiate on
friendly terms with the President of the Orange Free State, as

to the future boundaries of Basutoland, before he formally de-

clared it British territory. It appears, however, needless to
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dwell further upon the merits or demerits of the particular
course of action adopted by the Governor, as it requires no
great foresight to predict that there must be in Cape Town, as
there has already been in the Eastern Province, a strong re-

action of public opinion in his favour. May it not be taken
for granted, without argument, that "the peaceful subjugation
of Basutoland to British authority is a happy event to the
Orange Free State—the best thing that could happen to it short
of its own annexation ? That the Government of the State do
not see this, is greatly to be deplored." But the subjoined para-
graph from the columns of the Friend of the Free State affords

some cheering hope that " a change will come o'er the spirit

of the dream" of the councils of the Orange Free State as soon
as the eyes of the people thereof are opened to see their real

interests :

—

The Protest and Reaction.—From all quarters we learn tliat great dis-

satisfaction exists among the intelligent of our Boers in regard to the
resolution of the Volksraad to having nothing to do with His Excellency
the Governor. Mr. Daniel Groblaar, the godfather to this (Mr. Hamel-
berg's) resolution, was surrounded by a crowd of Boers on the market last

Saturday, who one and all denounced the resolution. Something more
will come out of this.

Although it may take some time at Bloemfontein to counter-

act the baneful influence of the anti-British Hollander party*

the prevailing opinion throughout the Colony must be, that

when Sir Philip Wodehouse was prepared to apportion one-

half of the " conquered territory" to tbe burghers in farms of

1500 morgen each, and to settle down the Basutos as peaceful

British subjects on the other half, the Volksraad ought to have
immediately authorized Mr. President Brand to accept this

reasonable and equitable compromise. As was well pointed

out by Sir Philip to the ten annexationists who waited upon
him at Aliwal North, the purchase price of the 300 farms sold

at public auction with guaranteed British titles, would have
gone far towards relieving the pecuniary difficulties of the

Free State, while it is very much to be feared that the sale

proceeds of the 222 farms advertised for sale on the 29th April

next, idth Orange Free State titles, will not amount to a sufiBcient

sum to redeem the obnoxious bluebacks. Although the Zuid-

Afrikaan (most inappropriately, I think,) applies to Her Majes-

ty's High Commissioner the Latin aphorism, " Quos Dens vuU

perdere prills dementat," and appears to laugh at the idea of his

having gained any advantage from his long journey in the

spider, there can be little doubt that he will soon return to

Cape Town with laurels on his brow, having satisfactorily

accomplished his mission of peace by the annexation of Basuto-

land to this Colony, instead of to Natal, as was first contem-

plated. It being admitted, then, that the British Basato

Protectorate is an accomplished fact, how can it be turned to

better account for the good of South Africa than to regard it as
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a stepping-stone to the extension of British I'ule to the Orange
Free State in some shape or other ?

The editor of the Friend of the Free State concludes an
interesting account of what occurred at Aliwal North on the
30th March, by saying, "the deputation took their leave highly
gratified and satisfied with the interview with His Excellency,
and convinced that thefirst step had been taken towards I'emedijing the

mischief and annidling the foolish and criminal act of Sir George
Clerk,'" and it is to be hoped that no time will be lost in taking
further steps to obtain the great desideratum—the resumption
of the Sovereignty, which Her Majesty's Special Commissioner
abandoned. Notwithstanding the " persistent advocacy of

federation" by the Argus, many practical men will concur
with Sir Philip Wodehouse, that " annexation was prac-

ticable and might be managed in time, but what was
termed * federal union' presented insuperable difficulties ; in

fact was almost impossible to work out ;" and it is submitted
that it would be quite feasible to provide for " the domestic
legislation, such as the making of roads, or the construction of

public works, and the passing of measures affecting the physical

well-being of the people of the Orange Free State," without giving

it a separate Government or Parliament ; but the form of the

Constitution to be granted to the Sovereignty seems of

secondary importance to its being again placed under the pro-

tection of the British flag. His Excellency may be right, but

I venture again diffidently to submit the opinion that he has
been a little too scrupulous about laying himself open to the

charge of interfering with the independency of the Trans-
Orange Republic, by declining formally to receive the memorials
which were presented to him from Bloemfontein and Philippolis.

Of course, in the absence of instructions from the Home
Government, he had no power to give effect to the prayer of

these memorials ; but, surely, the earnest representations of the

Queen of England's abandoned subjects of their desire to be

restored to their natural allegiance to Her Majesty, if, indeed,

they can be said to have ever legally forfeited it, might have
been received by Her Majesty's High Commissioner without
giving offence to any one. Under existing circumstances, when
a foreign influence is at work northward of the Orange Eiver

to prejudice British interests, I confess I cannot see why one so

well qualified to give an opinion on the subject as Sir Philip

Wodehouse should not have spoken out as to the expediency of

extending British rule to the Orange Free State—but perhaps it

would have been contrary to the law of nations to have tam-
pered even with the nominal independence of the South African

Eepublic. His Excellency will, however, doubtless keep his

promise of conveying to Downing-street the wishes of the

memorialists no longer to remain independent of England, and,

perhaps also, it would be as well for all the inhabitants of the
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Orange Free State, both English and Afrikanders, who are
weary of their " fruitless freedom," simultaneously to make a
direct appeal by petition to the Queen of Great Britain to do
for them what Her Majesty has already done for Moshesh and
his tribe—to declare them British subjects. The colonists of
the Cape and Natal would also, it is again suggested, best show
their sympathies with their neighbours of the Free State in
joining in petitioning the Queen to extend her regal sway
over that State as well as over Basutoland.

Saturday, 25th April, 1868. COLONIST.

The Free State-Basuto Difficulty.

Sib,—Many will fully sympathize with your leading article

of Tuesday last, which so justly appreciates " the wisdom,
firmness, as well as forbearance of the Eepresentative of the
Queen of England" in his proceedings since he reached Aliwal
North, and considerately expresses the "hope that His Excel-
lency will, before his departure, have succeeded in so convincing
the Free State people of his desire to do them justice, that
they will make some effort, by petition or otherwise, to be again
received as British subjects." Few also will dissent from the
idea you seem to suggest that the deputation to England shall

change its purpose, and seek rather the entire cancellation of

Sir George Clerk's Convention, which professed to make the

inhabitants of the Orange Eiver territory free and independent,

than complain on insufficient grounds that any of the articles

of the said Convention had been infringed, either by the

British Government or their accredited agent at the Cape.
The evidence that " the people of the Free State are more
reasonable than their President and representatives," to

which you allude this morning, is so strong as to have given

rise to a rumour that the Volksraad will soon re-assemble to

rescind their absurd resolution to treat Her Majesty's High
Commissioner with contempt, and to consent to an amicable

negotiation with him as to the extent of "the conquered terri-

tory" which is finally to be annexed to the State. It remains
to be seen whether the last proposal of an armistice and a
temporary boundary line, which should be respected by both

parties until a reply to the protest could be received from Eng-
land, has met with a favourable reception ; but there can be

little doubt that the Graham's Town Journal is quite right in its

conclusion " that the wisest course for the Bloemfontein Govern-

ment to adopt would be to request His Excellency to revert to

his former offer." The proceeds of the sale of the three hun-

dred farms with British titles would very probably have realized

a respectable sum towards the redemption of the bluebacks ;

while the Orange Free State would have had its border guarded

by the occupation of the " conquered territory," converted into
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British territory by the purchasers of these farms, who might
fairly, under the circumstances, have looked to the British

Government, the vendor, to guarantee them peaceful possession

of the land sold, as well as to protect them against any aggres-

sion from Her Majesty's new subjects—the Basutos. Whatever,
then, may be the ultimate decision on this knotty point of

boundary, the main portion of the former territory of Moshesh
and his tribe is now part and parcel of the British Colonial

Empire in South Africa, and, although I was in error in assum-
ing that Basutoland had already been annexed to this Colony,
it appears probable that the Cape Parliament will, when the

matter shall have been formally submitted to them for discus-

sion by the Governor, sanction such annexation. As the High
Commissioner intends for the present to make temporary
arrangements for the government of the new British territory,

it is submitted that the Colonial Legislature would act wisely

in agreeing to and proposing some equitable terms upon which
Basutoland might be annexed to the Cape ; for, if the Imperial
Parliament had reason and common sense on their side, when
they objected to the continuance of British Kaffraria as a

separate British Colony in South Africa, it can scarcely be

argued that British Basutoland will long be allowed to remain
in a similar position. Taking then, for granted, that Basuto-

land will ere long share the fate of British Kaffraria, and
become incorporated with the Cape, the question arises—Is not

the annexation of Basutoland to this Colony a step in the right

direction, and does it not, in the natural course of things, lead

to the further extension of British rule and protection north-

ward of the Orange River ?

In your editorial Summary, written for transmission to

England by the mail-steamer Saxon, you sensibly remark that
" the Free State itself is evidently anxious to terminate the

state of almost anarchy into which a succession of native wars
has plunged it" ; but you must excuse me if I express the fear

that your remedy for the grievances under which " Her Majesty's

abandoned subjects" are now labouring, is too far distant in

prospect, and rather theoretical, when you suggest " that the

Queen's Ministers should select a man," to succeed our present

Governor, " capable of conceiving a policy and organising a plan of

confederation, having within it a power of extension ichich may
embrace, before the century closes, all that is contained within the two

sea-boards of Southern Africa." I confess, I think Sir Philip

Wodehouse much more practical, when he candidly avows the

opinion "that federation is not feasible under the present cir-

cumstances of South Africa," and gives a decided preference

to the other alternative—annexation.

The Friend of the Free State, while it does not despair that the

day will come when the Orange Eiver territory and Basutoland
will "form one united and flourishing Colony imderthe rule of
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a Lieutenant-Governor appointed by the Queen of England,
assisted by a local council," is evidently indifferent about the
form of the Constitution to be granted in lieu of the existing
Eepublic, provided the British flag be again hoisted at Bloem-
fontein. It cordially endorses the opinions of the Graham's
Town Journal, before quoted in your columns, that " the State
must be weary of its false and fruitless freedom," and that
" annexation alone will make the State free," and earnestly
urges upon the inhabitants of the Orange Free State to "go as
humble suppliants to the foot of the throne, admitting that
their self-government had proved a curse to themselves and
their neighbours, and praying to be re-admitted into the family
of British Colonies."

The Port Elizabeth Telegraph warmly approves of the idea of

the people of the Free State petitioning the Queen to become
British subjects, and " begs to assure its contemporary that

the request, if necessary, will be well backed up from this side

of the Orange Eiver." The representatives of the Cape people
in Parliament need not, 071 the score of economy, throw obstacles

to the annexation of the Orange Free State to this Colony ; for

a country which can, notwithstanding the continued warfare
with the Basutos, export wool from Port Elizabeth to the extent

of about £350,000 per annum, must have great natural re-

sources, capable of being made available, to pay the expenses
of its Government. At present, in its unsettled position, the

Free State consumes, it is believed, about one-fourth jjart of the

imports into Algoa Bay, and there can be little doubt that the

restoration of peace, order, and good credit to the country be-

yond the Orange Eiver, would materially augment the customs
dues at Port Elizabeth, as well as raise a revenue from the

quitrents on the land, which is good, and at present

only partially occupied. It is therefore to be hoped that the

people of Cape Town will not be slow to see that " the interests

of civilization, humanity, and commerce alike demand" the

extension of British rule northward of the Orange Eiver, and
that they will take part in a constitutional agitation to convince,

by friendly argument, their neighbours of the Free State that

it is to their interest again to be placed " under the wide folds

of the flag of England." Asa preliminary step to a petition

to the Queen, humbly praying Her Majesty to resume the

Sovereignty, I would suggest that an address be presented to

Sir Philip Wodehouse on his return to Cape Town, congratu-

lating and thanking him on his successful accomplishment of

his mission of peace, and requesting him to use his powerful

influence with the Home Government further to carry out their

liberal policy of extending British influence in South Africa,

by annexing the Orange Free State as well as Basutoland to

Her Majesty's dominions on this continent.

Satorday, May 2, 1868. COLONIST.
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Are Free State Burghers British Subjects ?

Sir,—The Advertise)- and Mail quotes the Letters Patent of

the 30th January, 1854, abandoning the Sovereignty, and the

Eoyal Proclamation of the same date founded thereon, and
intimates that the question whether the Burghers of the Free
State can still be considered subjects of the Queen after the

publication of these documents, will be submitted to the highest

legal authorities for opinion. It will be recollected that Her
Majesty's High Commissioner, when directly interrogated upon
this point by the first President of the Free State, Mr. Hoffman,
who accompanied the Bloemfontein deputation to Aliwal North,

replied that the natural-born subjects of the Queen of England
still owed allegiance to Her Majesty, and appeared to convey
the impression that they were still justified to approach the

foot of the Throne of Great Britain by petition for the main-
tenance of their rights and the redress of their wrongs. No
doubt, at first sight, the express words in the Proclamation,
" We do hereby declare and make known the abandonment
and renunciation of our dominion and Sovereignty over the

said territory and the inhabitants thereof," appear conclusively

to decide the question put in the negative. The trite legal

maxim, " The King can do no wrong," does not necessarily

imply that every act of the King's Government is "of course

just and lawful." Queen Victoria professed by Letters Patent to

confer coercive ecclesiastical jurisdiction on the Bishop of Cape-

town, but the Privy Council decided that Her Majesty had not

the legal power to do so, having already parted with her autho-

rity to make laws for the Cape of Good Hope by having granted

independent representative institutions to this Colony. Black-

stone lays it down that " natural allegiance, which is due from
all men born within the Sovereign's dominions immediately

upon their birth, cannot be forfeited, cancelled, or altered by
any change of time, place, or circumstance, nor by anything but

the united conciLvrence of the Legislature.''

The late Duke of Newcastle, at the time, in a despatch to

Sir George Clerk, expressly declared that an Act of Parliament

would be necessary to release the former subjects of Her Majesty

from their natural allegiance, but I believe it will be found, on
a reference to his despatches in the Blue-book, that he hesitated

to apply for such an Imperial Act of Parliament, because he

believed that the inhabitants of the Orange Eiver Territory,

who were natural-born subjects of the Queen of England, would
be unwilling to forego and be deprived of " the great variety of

rights which they had acquired by having been born within the

Queen's legiance." Of course an authoritative decision upon
this point is of the utmost importance at the present moment
in our relations with the Orange Free State.
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It is true that the editor of the Friend and the other gentle-

men deputed to convey to Sir Philip Wodehouse the memorials
in favour of a British Federal Union, have not yet been com-
mitted to prison on a charge of high treason, but it is reported
that even official threats have been thrown out that they, who
dared to agitate for the substitution of a Monarchical for a
Eepublican form of Government northward of the Orange
Eiver, shall suffer for their rash act. It would be a great con-
solation to those attached to British interests in the Orange
Free State to know -that, although they had been apparently
abandoned by the Convention of 1854, they were in point of law
still British subjects, and that the all-powerful arm of Great
Britain would be raised in their defence, if they became the
victims of any act of unjust tyranny for venturing to treat Her
Majesty's Kepresentative with becoming respect, and making
known to him the wishes of a large number of the inhabitants

of the land which was once the Sovereignty, to be again placed
under the protection of the British flag. Notwithstanding Sir

Philip Wodehouse has done all in his power to prevent the
necessity of " keeping commandoes in the field during the

winter," which must entail cost on the Free State and hard-
ships on its subjects, the President seems determined not to

accept the proposed armistice, and has issued " instructions to

the different Landdi-osts to commandeer another batch of 500
men to relieve those at present doing nothing in the field." Of
course, if the burghers are British subjects, they ought to refuse

to go out and fight with Her Majesty's new subjects, the Basutos,
and thus it is very material to have the knotty point herein

attempted to be argued finally settled. It is a matter of regret

that Her Majesty's High Commissioner is not sufficiently in-

structed, or the most simple plan to get rid of all difficulties

would be to issue a Proclamation, similar to the Basuto Pro-

clamation, declaring the Free Staters British subjects, and the

Orange Free State British territory, a consummation which
would be hailed with delight by all the Englishmen and Ger-

mans, as well as by the Afrikander boers, who were not under
the baneful influence of the anti-British Hollander party.

Wednesday, May 6. COLONIST.

The Eeturn of the Governor.

Sib,—The Advertiser and Mail, while it is compelled to praise

Sir Philip Wodehouse for " the wonderful amount of cool self-

possession, calmness of temper, and quietude of tact in all his

dealings, alike with the Free State and the native tribes, ever

since his departure," and to admit that " he honestly meant to

deal fairly with all of them, and to settle affairs amicably on

a permanent basis of peace and justice," authoritatively
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declares that " his mission has proved beyond all question an
unmitigated failure." Many will be bold enough to dispute the

soundness of this conclusion, and even feel themselves justified

in predicting good results to Southern Africa in consequence of

His Excellency's presence at Thaba Bosigo personally to receive

from Moshesh and his tribe their grateful allegiance to the
Queen of England, who has been pleased to declare them
subjects of Her Majesty. It cannot be denied that " nothing
has been determined as to the territorial boundaries of this

British annexation," but is not this the fault of the President

and Volksraad rather than that of Her Majesty's High Commis-
sioner ? " The civil, but short note with which the Governor
bade the Free State good-bye," speaks volumes on this point.

The plain English of it seems to be, even if the Duke of

Buckingham should most graciously receive the deputation in

Downing- street, and grant them all they want—" the conquered
territory," the burghers of the Free State will not be so well

off, as if the equitable compromise of the Queen's Eepresenta-

tive at the Cape, to sell three hundred farms in that territory

with British titles, and to give the proceeds of the sale to the

bankrupt exchequer of that State, had been accepted. The
dictum of your contemporary, who has throughout opposed
the British intervention on behalf of the Basutos, that " upon
His Excellency rests the responsibility of the chronic and
guerilla warfare which must still continue, and the serious

inconvenience which must result to colonial merchants from the

continued closing of the Free State Civil Courts," appears to be

unjust, and to be founded on the fallacious assumption that the

disputed territory has been conquered. I venture to think that

it will be found to be the general opinion of the British party

northward of the Orange Eiver, which includes all the English,

Germans, and many of the Afrikander Boers, that Sir Philip

Wodehouse would have acted wisely if he had proclaimed at

once, as the boundary between the Orange Eiver State and
Basutoland, the Warden line, approved of both by Sir George
Grey and himself, on the reasonable ground that " the so-called

conquered territory can neither be cleared, occupied, nor
governed" by the South African Trans-Orange Eepublic. It

seems to me also that it is unfair towards His Excellency to

charge him with the responsibility of the denial of justice to

colonial creditors, when he has in his despatch to the President

directly condemned the conduct of the Free State in this

respect, as being an infringement of Sir George Clerk's Con-

vention, and when there exists a report, to which some credence

is attached, that the vote of the Volksraad declining to have
anything to do with the High Commissioner, may partially be

ascribed to the desire on the part of some of the representatives

of the people to prevent the enforcement of civil process within

the territory of the State for the recovery of just debts, as well
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as of the claims of the Eepublicau Government for quit-rents
in arrear.

Some rather loudly maintain that the statement made
by Mr. Adderley in the House of Commons, proves that the
annexation of Basutoland to the British Colonial Empire has
been unauthorized by the Queen's Ministers, but it is diffidently

submitted that Sir Philip Wodehouse is not the man to
act beyond the instructions from Downing-street, and that
perhaps it may turn out that the discussion on this point
has not been quite fully or accurately reported. On the
other hand, the Graham's Town Journal, with its usual
practical good sense, infers from these remarks of the
Under-Colonial Secretary, that if "the Volksraad were to pass
a vote in favour of a return to British rule, and the majority of

the people in this Colony would unite to recommend to the

British Government a favourable consideration of that vote,"

a " ready compliance" would be given in England to the
reversal of the fatal policy of the abandonment of the

Sovereignty. Under existing circumstances, I care not to argue
further whether the Governor has been justly or unjustly con-

demned for his line of conduct, when all seem agreed that his

motives were good. The address, which has been well signed

in Cape Town, affords evidence that even in the "Western metro-
polis, so far removed from Basutoland, public opinion is not
wholly against His Excellency, and the press of the Eastern
Province may fairly be said to be decidedly in his favour.

Swellendam also, perhaps under the influence of that public-

spirited gentleman, Mr. John Joseph Barry, wlio is justly es-

teemed a good authority on Free State matters, has joined in

this address, the main purport of which may be said to be the

appreciation of the good intentions of Sir Philip Wodehouse
towards our former fellow-colonists beyond the Orange Eiver,

and the expression of an opinion that it would be to their real

interests if the Orange Free State, together with Basutoland,

were made part and parcel of Her Majesty's Colonial dominions
in South Africa.

I cannot refrain from making, according to my old bad custom,

a quotation from the Graham's Town Journal on this point :

—

" On the Free State side, events are being shaped towards the

inevitable end of British supremacy. The commandoes are

unpopular. Meetings are held in almost every ward for the

purpose of censuring the course taken by the Volksraad in the

British and Basutoland question ; and in several cases the same
meetings declare in favour of a return of the State to the old

allegiance. The Volksraad was about to sit in regular session,

and the Friend anticipates that memorials from all sides, pro-

testing against the protest and denouncing the deputation, will

cover the table." This, coupled with the rumour that Mr.

Advocate Hamelberg was not indisposed, if unsuccessful in his

L
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mission to England to get all " the conquered territory," to

demand of the British Government to resume the Sovereignty

on certain terms, affords good ground for believing that there is

a growing opinion within the Orange Free State itself, that the

Union Jack should be again hoisted at the fort of Bloemfontein.

Indeed, the Great Eastern, in allusion to Sir Walter Currie's

sojourn under the Tieme, amusingly says :
—" The gallant

Knight had not been encamped a week before the Fi-ee State

Army admitted that they would rather drink his health than
fight him. There appears to have been orders issued that these

visits were not be kept up, but, orders or no orders, SirWalter's

tent has always been full of visitors, and, if he is not out of the

country before the next election takes place, we shall have to

look out for another Commandant for our Mounted Police Force.

They will take Sir Walter to the President's chair ' nolens
volens.' " Upon the whole, then, I hope that I have succeeded
in showing that the long journey of Sir Philip Wodehouse has
not been so fruitless as has been represented, and, if it only pro-

duces the great desideratum of the extension of British rule

over the Orange Free State as well as over Basutoland, his

name will long be gratefully remembered by all who have the

welfare and progress of South Africa at heart.

15th May, 1868. COLONIST.

The Address to the Governor.

Sib,—Although there is not much to object to in the general

tenor of your remarks in this morning's leading article, it can-

not fail to strike many that you somewhat under-value the

e£tbrts so energetically made by Sir Philip Wodehouse " for

giving effect to the instructions of Her Majesty's Government
with regard to the reception of the Basutos as subjects of the
British Crown." Some, no doubt, will join with you in regret-

ting that the boundary line between the Orange Free State and
Basutoland has not been permanently fixed ; but certainly

those in Cape Town, who cannot help their natural sympathies
with their former fellow-colonists beyond the Orange River
preventing them from duly appreciating the good intentions of

the Queen's Ministers to put an end to the Basuto war, ought
not to blame His Excellency for this conciliatory act of for-

bearance in not declaring the limits of the new British territory.

The Advertiser and Mail repeats that the Governor "deserves
not applause, but censure, for the j)ractical encouragement he
has given the Basutos to continue their systematic depredations
on the Free State farmers, pending the settlement of the

boundary question, which, by his own consent, has been re-

ferred to the decision of the Imperial Government in England ;"

but, surely, this is unjust towards His Excellency after the
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rejection by the President and Volksraad of his reasonable
offer of an armistice and a provisional line to be respected alike

by the Free-Staters and the Basutos. It could hardly under
the circumstances be expected that the first act of the Queen's
Eepresentative towards Her Majesty's new subjects, tbe Basutos,
should have been their forcible expulsion from the disputed
territory, of which they still hold partial possession, notwith-
standing the oft-repeated assertion that it has been conquered
and cleared by the Free State Army, particularly as it would
be difficult to prociu-e for them a suitable habitation without
some inconvenience to the neighbouring Colonies of the Cape
and Natal. It seems to me, however, that Sir Philip Wode-
house does not stand in need of any advocate to defend him
against the accusation of your contemporary, so persistent in

condemning him, and that the subjoined extract from his des-

patch of the 14th of April to His Honour the President, cannot
fail to secure the verdict of public opinion in his favour :

—

I shall be very glad to find myself in a position to enforce upon the
Basutos the absolute necessity of abstaining from all depredations, to see
the country open and safe for all peaceable individuals, and to witness the
revival of commerce throughout these regions ; at the same time, I see no
prospect of obtaining these benefits, xchile the Basutos have before them tlie

spectacle of a hostile camp at the 'Heme, in the midst of their most valued
possessions. And it is in the hope that your Government, participating in

my desire for tranquillity, and recognising the cost and hardships wlaich

will be entailed on the State and its subjects, by keeping commandoes in

the field during the winter, will be prepared to entertain the following pro-

posal, which I make upon the express understanding that its acceptance
shall not operate to the prejudice of any representations which it is intended
to submit to Her Majesty's Government in opposition to my views. I have
to propose. . . . With this temporary arrangement I believe that acts

of violence and dishonesty could be effectually checked.

While I am glad to see that you " cordially endorse the

address to the Governor," and think you right in saying that

it was intended " not simply in the light of a personal compli-

ment to His Excellency," but also "as a manifesto of the

views which those who sign it entertain in regard to the Free
State itself," you must forgive me for suggesting that you are

rather unjust towards "the framers of the address" in the

forced construction you put upon its last paragraph. They
could scarcely be ignorant that, if " the British Standard is to

be hoisted in Bloemfontein as wellasinThabaBosigo," the peo-

ple of the Free State must take the initiative in "the expression

of the general will" in favour of this happy event ; but, as

memorials praying for " the extension of British rule to that

unhappy land of chronic war and insolvency" had been already

presented to Her Majesty's High Commissioner at Aliwal North,

and the prospect of further agitation in this direction within

the Free State itself was not very remote, and as also Sir Philip

Wodehouse had been at the Cape for more than six years, the

period usually allotted to Colonial Governors, and there was a

L 2
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rumour that he is not to remain hero much longer, they desired

to express the opinion tliat his being instrumental, before he
ceased to be Governor of this Colony, in the annexation of the
Orange Free State to the British Colonial Empire, would not
be inconsistent with his " useful and honourable career in

South Africa." Whatever fault, however, may be found with
the sentiments or language of the address, it is thought that

few will regret having signed it, if it be only on the account
that it has elicited so good a reply. This clear and conciliatory

document, while it will encourage the British party within the

Orange Free State to join with the colonists of the Cape and
Natal in agitation for the spee/h/ reversal of the short-sighted

and mischievous policy which severed the Free State from this

Colony, must also convince the people of that State that Sir

Philip Wodehouse is really sincere in endeavouring to obtain

for them, through the medium of the British intervention, " a
substantial return for the exertions they have made, and the

losses they have sustained during this melancholy strife with
the Basutos."
The VolkMnd may, perhaps, be disappointed in observing that

the alleged " palpable mis-statements" of this address have been
endorsed by Sir. Frank Eeitz at Swellendam, and regret that

the signatures to this " verbose document" of so many resx)ec-

tablc Dutch farmers, who have relations and friends northward
of the Orange Eiver, are calculated to remove the prejudice

which unfortunately exists in the minds of the majority of the

Boers against the Queen's representative " for having meddled
in the Free State and Basuto quarrel at the time he did ;" but

the more the Basuto difficulty is discussed the more will it

appear that Sir Philip Wodehouse has reason, justice, and
equity on his side. Some clamour loudly against the employ-
ment of the colonial forces—the Mounted Frontier Police—in

Basutoland, and it is to be feared that the complaint will be

re-echoed within the walls of Parliament ; but may it not be
fairly argued that, when the police could be moved at little or

no expense, without danger to the security of the property of

the district they left, it would have been unwise and inexpedient

at a moment when it is not yet quite decided whether the

Queen's troops are to be removed from the shores of South
Africa or not, to have drawn too largely upon the Imperial

Military chest ; and also that Sir Walter Currie and Mr.
Bowker, who naturally sympathise with the Burghers, were
less likely to come to extremities in the discharge of the delicate

duty of protecting Moshesh and his tribe in the so-called

" conquered" territory than British officers eager for an oppor-

tunity of proving the military prowess and discipline of the

troops under their command ? The hospitality of the popular
Commandant in his tent under the Tieme may have been
exaggerated by the Great Eastew, but there is clearly no fear of
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any hostile collision between the Boers and the Police. It

remains to be seen whether the reported movement in the
Volksraad to rescind their absurd resolution not to treat with
Her Majesty's High Commissioner at the Cape, has been
successful ; but it would not be very surprising, after the tone
and tenor of Mr. President Brand's last despatch, to find that
the Arr/m is right in predicting " that the Government of the
Free State already repents of the obstinacy with which it has
refused to enter into negotiations with the Governor for the
settlement of the Basuto difficulty ;" and if this be so, the day
is not far distant when British rule will be extended over the
Orange Free State as well as over Basutoland.

Saturday, 16tb May. COLONIST.

The Governoe's Speech.

Sir,—Although it may be gathered from the general scope
and tenor of your leading article of this morning, that you
intend to express approval of the speech of the Governor at the

opening of the last session of the third Cape Parliament, which,
if report speak truly, was well received by all parties, you
rather unjustly withhold praise "fi-om the concluding portion

of the address which relates to the Basuto question." While
you cannot condemn its spirit you seem to suggest that it is

wanting in substance. I venture to submit that many will

dissent from your idea " that the gist of his statement is to be
found in his promise to produce the instructions on which he
has acted and the subsequent correspondence," and experience

no difficulty in arriving at the conclusion that there is quite

sufficient material information within the four corners of this

statesmanlike document to justify the formation and record-

ing of an earnest opinion that Sir Philip Wodehouse has well

performed his duty in the endeavour "to give full effect to the

benevolent intentions of the Government of Her Majesty."

How can the blue-book throw much light upon this subject,

when we ah-eady know that Her Majesty's Ministers " have
come to the conclusion that the peace and welfare of Her
Majesty's possessions in South Africa would be best promoted
by accepting the overtm*es made by Moshesh towards being

received under the authority of the Queen, and that they left

to the discretion of Sir Philip the time and manner of accom-
plishing the measure, and the terms on which he should com-
municate on the subject with the Free State, which they

supposed would be glad to see a new order of things, calculated

to give them freedom from the depredations of the Basutos ?"

Can any one now doiibt that there is no foundation for the out-

cry which has been raised in Cape Town, grounded on the

reported statement of Mr. Adderley in the House of Commons,
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that His Excellency has exceeded his iustructions from Down-
ing-street ? The Argus aptly remarks: "The speech wound
up by a reference to the annexation of Basutoland and the

negotiations with Mr. Brand, made in singular good taste ;"

and it is thought that this opinion will find very many ad-

herents, not only in the colonies of the Cape and Natal, but
within the Orange Free State itself. I have before attempted
to combat the arguments of that portion of the Cape Town
press, which contends that " the mission of the Governor to

Aliwal North and Basutoland has been an unmitigated failure ;"

and I confidently submit to your readers that the part of his

speech which sums up the " reasons for being content with the

results of his recent journey," more than corroborates my view
of the case. The Governor also graphically, but in a con-

ciliatory tone, describes " the evils of the delay which must in-

evitably result" from the Government of the Free State having
sent a protest to England, instead of negotiating with him on
the spot ; and, notwithstanding the contempt with which he has
been treated by the Volksraad, declares his " willingness to

proceed with the necessary negotiations." I, for one, cannot
help expressing regret that " this utterance from the guber-

natorial chair" had not been delivered at an earlier period, so

as to have been before the Council of the Free State in the

recent debate, when perhaps it might have had the good effect

of the new proposals for negotiation with His Excellency in

Cape Town having been submitted in a more reasonable shape.

The report of the debate on the Gth of this month, which was
received by to-day's post, is most interesting, inasmuch as it

affords convincing evidence that there is a strong reaction of

feeling northward of the Orange River in favour of British in-

tervention for the purpose of restoring peace to South Afiica.

Dr. Neebe puts the case in a nut-shell when he says:—" The
welfare, nay, the very existence of the State, depends upon en-

tering into amicable arrangements with the British Government.
I therefore urge that we should meet His Excellency. We
must make the best of our bad case. Where are we to get the

money to continue our ruinous course any longer ? It is perfect

folly to talk about our honour, and in the meantime ruin the

country." It is true that Mr. President Brand sticks to his

text that "the conquered territory" has been cleared of Basutos,

and strongly argues in support of sending a deputation to

England ; but it will strike many who are anxious that British

rule should be extended to the Orange Free State, that the an-

nexed extract from one of his reported speeches is very signifi-

cant at the present moment :

—

''Even if a portion or the whole of
the public ircre opposed to a dejnUation being sent, and in favour of
the Governor being met, it vould be our dutg to act against the public,

if this be most advisable. As far as he understood, the spirit of

the people was for a protest and deputation being sent. We
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cannot obtain gunpowder, but we have enough to carry on a years^

war." I confess my total ignorance of the constitution of the
Volksraad, but if it be, as I have heard stated, of a permanent
nature, so as not altogether clearly to reflect the present
opinions of the people of the Orange Free State, some will
think that Her Majesty's High Commissioner ought not to be
too scrupulous about receiving the respectful petitions of the
subjects of the Queen of England beyond the Orange Eiver, who
have not yet been legally deprived of their natural allegiance,
except through the official channel of the Free State Parliament.
Doubtless, it is often in good taste to exclude politics from
public dinners, but the fact of the toast of Sir Philip Wodehouse
having been proposed at the President's dinner by the mover of
the resolution in the Volksraad, which so strongly denounced
Sir Philip's line of conduct, does convey to my mind an impres-
sion that the Queen's representative is not after all so very un-
popular within the Orange Free State. This also reminds
me to advert to a statement made by the Volksblad the
other day, "on the best authority," "that the courtesy
and cordiality with which His Excellency was received at

different country townb, stood in no connection with his

intended policy in reference to the Basuto question," and in

contradiction of this erroneous assumption, to refer your readers

to the sensible address, which appeared in the Argus, from the

leading men of the Dutch-speaking community of the division

of Albert, which expressly recognizes in terms of approval
the efforts of Her Majesty's High Commissioner to settle on a
permanent peaceful basis the relations between the Boers and
the Basutos. It is often easy to indulge in criticism, even
when it is undeserved, and I may perhaps lay myself open to

censure on the present occasion ; but I cannot help remarking
that the " weak point" of the Governor's address seems to me
to be his laboured justification of the employment of the Frontier

Police. Surely it needed no argument to prove that " the

reception of the Basutos as British subjects," so essential for

the future peace of South Africa, was a " colonial question."

The absence also of any hostile collision between Sir Walter
Currie and the Free State commandoes in the conquered

territory, speaks for itself in favour of British troops not having

been marched to the Orange River, and, when the Mother
Country has so long been, and still is generous towards the

Cape of Good Hope in affording military aid, it can hardly be

expected that the representatives of the Cape people would
grudge some trifling colonial expenditure even upon an "Impe-
rial question." While I generally approve of the remarks of

the Argus upon this speech, I cannot admit the soundness of

its conclusion that, because His Excellency was silent "with
regard to the resumption of the Sovereignty," that therefore

there is to be " no Parliamentary discussion on the question."
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It seems to me that the Eastern rrovincc especially will be

grievously disappointed if there be not a debate this session as

to the justice and expediency of speedily annexing the Orange
Free State as well as Basutoland to the British Colonial

Empire.

2lBt May, 1868. COLONIST.

The Governor's Speech.

Sib,—In my last letter I presumed to question the soundness
of your criticism on that part of the speech of the Governor
which referred to the recent "transactions which have taken

place between the President of the Orange Free State, the

Basuto Chief Moshesh, and himself," and I attempted to argue

that enough had been already disclosed to raise a fair discussion

upon the merits of the conduct of Her Majesty's High Commis-
sioner in this important matter, without the need of further

information from Blue-books. The subject is involved in no
great mystery. The Queen's Ministers resolved to j)ut an end
to the wretched war between the Boers and the Basutos, not

only, perhaps, for the purpose of pleasing Emperor Napoleon,

who pleaded the cause of " the deserving French missionaries,"

but also in order to maintain the consistency of Great Britain

in her treatment of the aboriginal tribes of South Africa ; and
they came to the conclusion that the only way to attain the

desired end was the conversion of Moshesh and his tribe, at

their own request, into British subjects. They left entirely to

the discretion of their accredited agent at the Cape " the time
and manner" of making the necessary arrangements, and, so

far from anticipating any ox)position to the accomplishment of

their peaceful purpose, they fully expected that the Orange
Free State would, to repeat the words of the Governor's Speech,
" be glad to see a new order of things, calculated to give them
freedom from the depredations of the Basutos." The foolish

perverseness of the President and Volksraad, in declining to

meet the Queen's Representative at Aliwal North, in order to

settle the boundary line of Basutoland, is the sole cause of the

difficulty, which may, however, now soon be dissipated, if the

people of the Orange Free State will only induce their repre-

sentatives to retrace the false step they have taken, and rely

upon the earnest assurance of His Excellency, that " he looks

forward to the day when he may yet have an opportunity in

negotiation of satisfying the Government of the State of the

sincerity of his feelings for them." In the first "hurried
notice" of the concluding portion of the address which relates

to the Basuto question, at the opening of Parliament, you
merely intimated your opinion that " it did not say much," but
in yoiu: leading article of this morning, penned after mature
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reflection, you carry your censure mucli fnrtlier, when you
assert, that you "are very certain that what the thoughts of
the Governor are upon the Basuto question are not conveyed
by the language of the Speech." You must forgive me for
venturing to make the remark, that some of the readers of the
Standard will deem it rather inconsistent, after your having on
more than one occasion imputed to Sir Philip Wodehouse a
want of diplomatic tact, now to compare him either with a
Mettemich or a Talleyrand, for it certainly is a libel

upon Lord Brougham to charge him with having said that
"language was given to statesmen to conceal their thoughts."
There will be many, I think, who will conscientiously dififer

from you on this point, and fail to discover any ambiguity in

the language of Sir Philip Wodehouse on this or any other
occasion, and who will most willingly give him credit for the

sincerity of his able speech, which hapi)ily concludes with the
declaration that he " shall be most glad to be instrumental in

giving full effect to the benevolent intentions of the Govern-
ment of Her Majesty" towards both the combatants in this

long protracted and fruitless war—the Burghers and the Basu-
tos. In m}' last letter I also gave utterance to the idea that

His Excellency had entered into too laboured a vindication of

himself for having employed the Frontier Police upon a " colo-

nial question," which clearly, as he says, " has a more impor-
tant bearing on the interests of these countries than anything
that is now passing around us," but I find that you seem this

moiTiing to advance the argument that the furtherance of " the

cause of civilization and Christianity" is " entii*ely and dis-

tinctly" a matter of "Imperial policy," in which, according to

your view at least, the colonists of the Cape of Good Hope have
no concern, and about which they ought to be indifferent. I

confess that I cannot go along with you in this mode of reason-

ing, and sincerely hope that all the representatives of the people

of this Colony, who are not prepared to sacrifice at the shrine

of Eetrenchment all other considerations affecting the future

progress and prosperity of South Africa, will adopt the more
just and liberal opinion of Sir Philip Wodehouse that " the

reception of the Basutos as British subjects" is an " Imperial

question," " mainly, almost exclusively, because it is a colonial

one," and that they will act accordingly. Looking at the ques-

tion through an economical medium in a colonial point of view,

you say, " The ParUament can hardly take action in a matter

in which it is only indirectly concerned, and, although its police

may have attended as an escort to the Governor, the mihtary
force and the strong arm of Great Britain will defend the terri-

tory the Imperial Government has taken under its protection."

Is this judgment altogether sound ? May it not be argued that,

after the experience of the case of British Kaffraria, it can

hardly bo expected that Basutoland, as British territory, can
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long remain under the separate, absolute, and distinct Govern-
ment of Her Majesty's High Commissioner ? Would it not

then be prudent for the Cape Parliament to be wise in time,

and propose some equitable terms to the Imperial Government
with respect to the annexation of Basutoland to the Cape ? If

Natal were so anxious to gain the prize of the rich lands of

Moshesh and his tribe, why should not the Cape put in a claim
for them, particularly as it may be fairly inferred, from the

Governor's Speech, that "there are ample means" within
Basutoland to " support a system of Government suitable to

the condition of the people of that country?" The production

in Parliament of the instructions on which the Governor has
acted, and the subsequent correspondence " for information

only," will not affect much good, unless it lead to a debate in

both Houses opening up the whole question of the further

extension of British rule northward of the Orange Eiver.

British-born subjects within the Free State have already very

properly refused to take up arms against the new subjects of

their lawful Queen, but, if the Free State Government dare to

punish them for disobedience to the commando law, will the

British Government demand reparation, or organize a military

expedition for the rescue of the citizens of the South African

Kepublic ? The most simple and practical solution of the

serious complications which may arise out of this difficult and
puzzling question, is the hauling down all Eepublican flags in

this part of Africa, and the hoisting up of the Union Jack in

their stead, Sir Philip Wodehouse, who unhesitatingly has
declared his opinion " that the severance from this Colony of

the Free State was a misfortune for both communities," is right

perhaps in saying that " a proposal for their re-union must
manifestly emanate from the people of the Free State, and
must take the form of an unmistakable expression of the general

will ;" but, under the circumstances, in order to counteract the

influence of the Hollander party beyond the Orange Eiver, it is

again submitted that there ought to be some decided expression

of public opinion at the Cape, both within and without the

walls of Parliament, to encourage the British party within the

Free State to take the initiative in agitating for the resump-
tion of the Sovereignty by Queen Victoria.

Saturday, 23rd May, 1868. COLONIST.

The Annexation of the Oeange Feee State.

Sir,—As a sort of set-off to the arguments with which a
portion of the Cape Town press has laboured in endeavouring
to prove that the long journey of Sir Philip Wodehouse to and
from Basutoland has been entirely fruitless, and that his

mission of peace Avas " an unmitigated failure," I cannot
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refrain, even at the risk of again exposing myself to ridicule in
the columns of j^our contemporaries on account of my invete-
rate habit of making copious extracts from the newspapers of
the Eastern Province, from quoting almost m toto the leading
article from the Somerset and Bedford Courant, which cannot, I
think, fail at the present moment to be interesting to your
numerous readers in the country districts :

—

Without stopping to inquire for what purpose His Excellency left Cape
Town for Thaba Bosigo, these good people cry out " Failure unutterable."
This may be all very well as a stroke of party policy. It may suit a certain
class of writers to go hap-hazard against His Excellency, that they may
satisfy the particular weaknesses of a few of their readers ; but what is the
real case ? In the iirst case, His Excellency never intended to annex the
Free State ; in the second, he did intend to annex Basutoland ; and in
the third, annexation was not his work at all, as he acted in accordance
with the text of his instructions. The party who most strongly opposed the
Governor will have most cause to regret that opposition. The blundering
obstinacy of the Happy Family at Bloemfoutein is the very best point in
His Excellency's case, should he recommend the renewal of British protec-

tion to the Free State. His Excellency can justly sny, " I went to the spot

;

I met the Chief ; I wanted to meet the President ; the former complied

;

the latter, in opposition to the wish of, I am sure, a majority of his people,

refused ; I want the power to compel either discussion or annexation." The
Home Government is not slow in supporting those of its servants who may
be deemed worthy of support, and we have had several causes of late to lead

ns to believe that Sir P. E. Wodehouse stands well with the authorities at

Downing-street. His Excellency said that federation seemed impracticable,

but he did not express his views upon the annexation of the Free State. He
is far too wary a diplomatist for that. But His Excellency invariably judges
popular feeling aright, and if the current of opinion three months back may
have halted before it reached annexation, and split on federation rocks, it

assuredly does not do so now. For annexation, pure and simple, there is

a general outcry rising. We detect its first symptoms in the addresses pre-

sented from the Western Province towns, in the tone of the press of the
Colony, and in the actions of the Free Staters themselves. The Friend
takes up the subject con amore—as a friend should—and there can be no
doubt that it represents the intelligence of the country. . . . We shall

not defend the Basutos for their actions, although we certainly will express

a belief that it is more than probable that a considerable portion of the stock

they have " stolen" is as much their own as De Klerk's or any one else's.

But the Governor has done something. The Boers followed up the spoor of

the missing stock, and traced it over the boundary—but no farther. Then
there was a dead halt ; the circumstance were reported to the President, who
does not send a commando to punish the " lifters," or take one of his Arm-
strongs to the front, or " demand satisfaction" in due form, of Moshesh,
but—writes to the Governor. What would Mr. Brand have done had this

happened a few months back ? There would have been a pot-vahant, spitfire,

bombastical huUaballoo. A force would have marched into Basutoland

Proper, as some people call the country beyond the '66 line, cattle would
have been taken in hundreds, some half-dozen of Moshesh's people would
have been shot, and a great Free State victory would have been announced,

and President Brand would have led off the Old Hundredth, while his "dear
friends" divided the spoil. But there is now none of this delightful excite-

ment. The President simply writes to the Governor. But the only party

in the State whose word is worth the breath, cries, " We are not free."

That party, a minority in present power, but a majority in intelligence,

connot " free" the State. The Home Government alone can do that, and
the Home Government will be in the main moved by what may reach it

from South Africa. We think therefore the time has come when those who
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desire annexation should give vent to their complaints against the present

disastrous mismanagement of Free State affairs. His Excellency was equal
to his late mission, but there is a power at his back the force of which was
not brought to bear, rather from reticence, than dubiousness. True, the
Free State question is not one that should go to the country, as the common
term is, but it is one upon which both the Colony and the State are compe-
tent to speak. And now is the time to do it. When we see men differing

BO widely upon other subjects, writing so cordially on this, the great question
of the day for us, we cannot shut our eyes to the growing conviction that

Messrs. Howell, Barlow, White, and their friends have justice with them.
And if His Excellency support the prayer for annexation, he will do " some-
thing" besides what he has already done. We hardly entertain the
conjecture that he will oppose it. He has not travelled the length and
breadth of South African civilisation blindfold, nor, once convinced, will he
willingly retract.

A careful perusal of the late debate in the Volksraad will, it

is thought, lead many to the conclusion that the rej^ly, as

reported, of Mr. Adderley to Mr. Miller's question in the House
of Commons, which has been alleged to be ambiguous in

meaning, and upon which it has been plausibly although
erroneously argued by the opponents of the British intervention

for the purpose of putting an end to the Basuto war, that Her
Majesty's High Commissioner has exceeded his authority, has
had the effect of " reviving the hopes of the Hollanders and Mr.
President Brand," and has prevented the rescinding of the

original resolution of sending a deputation to England, which,
it is now said, will be in Cape Town in time to take departure

by the mail-steamer on the 19th of June. A copy of the

protest has been at last forwarded to His Excellency, and may
perhaps be published in the promised bluebook, but if it be con-
fined to the two alleged breaches of Sir George Clerk's

convention, viz., the reception of the Basutos as British

subjects, and the stoppage of the supply of ammunition by Sir

Philip Wodehouse, it cannot have the effect of changing the
wise determination of the Queen's Ministers to restore peace to

South Africa, by granting the oft-repeated prayer of Moshesh.
As the main purpose of this visit to England, however, of the
two delegates of the Volksraad is to complain of the extension
of British influence northward of the Orange Eiver, ought not
the colonists of the Cape and Natal, not only on account of
their own interests, but also for the benefit of the Orange Free
State itself, to take some action in the contranj direction, so that
the land which was once the Sovereignty, may, in common with
Basutoland, be again subject to British rule under the " wide
folds of the flag of England ?"

Thursday, 28th May, 1868. COLONIST.

Bbitish Rule for South Africa.

Sir,—Your sub-leader of this morning, which brings to pro-

minent notice the fact that Mosclikatse, the chief in whose
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dominions the South African golcl-fields are situated, has in-

timated his anxiety to become a British subject, and which also
directs attention to the alleged cruel treatment of natives, and
even the existence of slavery in the Transvaal regions, seems
eminently calculated to excite the sympathy of Great Britain
with the agitation already commenced within the Colonies of
the Cape and Natal, as well as the Orange Free and Transvaal
States, in favour of substituting the regal sway of Queen Vic-
toria for the Eepublican Governments now in existence beyond
the Orange and Vaal Elvers. A propos to the subject of annexa-
tion, which, as you rightly say, is now *' being taken up on all

sides," I must ask permission to transfer to your columns two
pertinent extracts from an able letter, evidently from the pen of
an old Cape colonist and traveller, which appears in the London
Standard newspaper of the 11th of April last, received by to-

day's mail-steamer :

—

The abandonment of the Vaal River country, under a degrading treaty,

was a disgrace to Great Britain, and that the abandonment of the Orange
Eiver Sovereignty was a fearful evil, could be proved by the misery and
anarchy consequent thereon, at which any one possessed of a spirit of

humanity must shudder The ill-advised abandonment of the
ceded territory led to the expenditure of millions of money, and the sur-

render of territory to republicans on our border was inexplicable to the
aborigines in our neighbourhood, and led to the extinction of many tribes.

Anybody who has read the history of the Cape Colony must be convinced
how much the colonists were opposed to such a step ; but this opposition
was all in vain, for Sir George Clerk carried out the scheme with a deter-

mination worthier of a better cause.

And again :

—

Independent of the tribes already enumerated, we have on the border the
so-called republics retarding trade and civilization. Having said thus much,
it may be naturally asked, what is to be the remedy for the evils arising

from heterogeneous masses of races under separate governments ? I em-
phatically reply a federal union or general confederacy under the flag of our
beloved Sovereign. When this has been formed, and then only, under a

good Providence, will the southern promontory of Africa flourish, and the

riches of her soil be brought to light, consisting as they do of various, both
useful and valuable, minerals. Then, too, only will an end be put for ever

to the burden which her South African colonies have been to the mother
country ; and, on the contrary, by their wool, wine, and other products they

will largely contribute to the commerce of the United Kingdom.

The writer in England of this letter, in which the arguments

in justification of the course pursued by Her Majesty's Minis-

ters in granting " the exceptional concession to the Cape of

Good Hope" with respect to the military defence of the Colony

are very clearly put forward, adds the following postscript,

which needs no comment beyond the sincere expression of a

wish that he may be proved to be right in his reasonable antici-

pations :

—

Simultaneously with the closing of the preceding writing, a steamer

arrives from the Cape bringing the important intelligence of the annexation

of Basutoland to the Colony by Sir Philip E. Wodehouso, with the concur-

rence of Her Majesty's Government, and staying the suicidal war between
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the Basutos and the inhabitants of the Free State. This step I sincerely
trust is a prelude to sundry annexations and the general confederacy. I

have, with every well-wisher of South Africa, long contended for unity with
a prosperous future.

Although, however, there is uot much difference of opinion

as to the justice and expediency of the resumption of the

Sovereiirnty by the Queen of England, it is to be feared that,

unless the people of the Free State take the initiative in urging,

through the medium of the Cape Parliament, their desire to be
placed under the protection of the British flag, the Home
Government will not take much trouble on their behalf. The
British-Basuto Protectorate was forced upon Her Majesty's
Ministers at the earnest entreaty of the Chief Moshesh, and it

was wise on their part to intervene for the preservation of

the general peace in South Africa ; but, unless the subjects of

Her Majesty beyond the Orange River shake off the trammels
of the Hollander influence, and speak out decidedly in favour
of British rule, it may be some time yet before the flag of Eng-
land waves at the fort of Bloemfontein. It is to be hoped, then,

that the Orange Free State will soon take the hint of Sir

Philip Wodehouse, and "give expression in some unmistakable
form to the general will" in favour of its re-annexation to the

British Colonial Empire, and that the colonists of the Cape
and Natal will not be backward in sympathizing with and sup-

porting their former fellow-colonists in their struggle for a
change of dynasty and a complete return to their natural alle-

giance to the British Crown.

Saturday, 30th May, 1868. AFKICANUS.

The Annexation of the Orange Free State.

Sir,—The congratulatory address to Sir Philip Wodehouse
on his return to Cape Town from Basutoland, which was
intended not only as a well-merited compliment to the High
Commissioner in carrying out the good intentions of Her
Majesty's Government to restore peace to South Africa, but also

as an expression of public opinion in favour of the re-annex-

ation of the Orange Free State to the British Colonial Empire,
has received the signatures of many Dutch-speaking farmers,

who have relations within the Free State, and is generally

approved of by the Eastern Province press. The Graham's
Town Journal says " that it is a very excellent address—one
to which the great majority of the colonists, in these parts

would very gladly sign their names." In commenting upon
it, the editor further writes :

—

It is not the English alone who see in the annexation of Basutoland the
best remedy, if not an infallibly perfect one, for the evils the State sufifers

from. The Dutch see this quite as clearly, and make no secret of their

approbation. We do not say that this opinion is universal. But we do
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say that it is the opinion of the majority. We know what is thought of
the case on the frontier. The addresses from Aliwal North, Colesberg,
Burghersdorp, town and district, Graaff-Reinet, MuiTaysburg, Victoria
West, and Swellendam show what the prevalent opinion is in the interior
districts, both Eastern and Western ; while the Cape Town address speaks
the mind of the capital. The Friend, we repeat, should give the news of
the Colony expression through its columns. The people of the State would
also see from these addresses of the Cape people that they are anxious for
a reunion wUh their brethren over the Orange. They would see too that
this anxiety is in no sense akin to a lust for conquest, or a mere extension
of territory, and increase of power, but a desire after an honest union for
mutual advantage.

The Great Eastern concludes a leading article, in whicli it

warmly approves of the Governor's policy throughout with
regard to the Basuto question, and quotes at length and praises

the address, with the subjoined passage :

—

We join with them most cordially in the hope that His Excellency may
be instrumental in the annexation of the Free State. If Sir Philip Wode-
house can effect that, he may well be forgiven for all sins of omission and
commission with which he has been charged by the parties in coniiict in the
colony.

The Port Elizabeth Telegraph, in allusion to the clear coin-

cidence of opinion between His Excellency and the gentlemen
who had appended their names to the document to which he
was penning an answer, namely, " that the severance of the

Free State from this Colony was a misfortune for both com-
munities," writes as follows :

—

The proper course, therefore, for the annexationists in the Free State to

adopt is, first, to cast their eyes about them for a pro-annexation candidate
for the next presidency, and having secured his election in succession to Mr.
Brand, to endeavour to procure a declaration from the Volksraad in favour
of the incorporation of the Free State with this Colony on a federal basis,

and then to obtain sympathetic petitions from the Burghers, and so be in a
position to approach the British Government with a request for reunion
that shall at least be entitled to receive its most careful and respectful con-
sideration. Notwithstanding his reticence upon that point, we may be
pardoned if we cherish the expectation of finding in His Excellency's later

correspondence with the British Government some reference to a question
that must necessarily, we should imagine, have forced itself upon hia

attention during his journey to and from Thaba Bosigo ; the more so since

he cannot have failed to notice the anxiety felt in most of the colonial

towns and districts through which he travelled that one of the results of his

intervention in Transgariepian affairs might be that a way for the ultimate
re-union of the Free State with this Colony might be opened up. We
earnestly call upon the pro-annexationists in the Free State to be up and
doing. They admit, what all true friends of their country have long since

felt, that there can be no real—that is, permanent—security for life or pro-

perty in any part of the Free State while it continues a separate territory.

Such being the case, it behoves them to make an united and determined
effort to procure the annexation of their fine country to this Colony. Cape
colonists, at least the thinking portion of them, desire that they should at

once take the initiative in this important matter, and, if necessary, they

may rely on every possible assistance being afforded them from this side of

the Orange Biver.

Some attempt has been made in Cape Town to show that

Sir Philip Wodehouse has been " despotic and tyrannical" in
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his mode of converting the Basutos into British subjects, but
the Oranff-Reinet Herald seems to me conclusively to answer
this when it says :

—

The Free State would neither have the profits arising from the sale of

400 farms on the Caledon, sold under British titles, nor accept a provisional

boundary line pending the appeal to the Throne. They would have nothing
but a persistence in a foolish and wasteful war, which it was well proved
they had no power to terminate. If ever there was a case for arbitrary

interference, surely this was one. But the intervention {for it was nothing
more) never was arbitrary . From first to last, it was conciliatory. In its

terms it respected Free State rights, and desired to negotiate on a fair repre-

sentation of Free State claims. Such negotiation the Free State Govern-
ment considered to be degrading to its dignity, and would not consent to.

Whatever difference of opinion, however, there may exist as

to the inconsistency of the Volksraad in declining to treat with
the Queen's Representative on the spot as to the boundary line

of the new British territory, it may be taken for granted, with-

out argument, that the annexation of Basutoland, if it be not

a stepping-stone to the further annexation of the Orange Free
State, will only be a half-measure, and involve the British

Government in serious complications on questions affecting the

rights and duties of British subjects northward of the Orange
River. Indeed, much of the opposition to the hoisting of the

flag of England at the mountain of the Chief Moshesh—Thaba
Bosigo—may be ascribed to the fact that it was not simulta-

neously hoisted on the fort at Bloemfontein. The Free Staters

did not relish the idea of " being left out in the cold," while

the Basutos were admitted into the family of British Colonists.

It is to be hoped, then, that the Free State deputation will not

succeed in prevailing upon His Grace the Duke of Buckingham
to recall his wise resolution to make the Basutos British sub-

jects, but that he will go further in the same direction, and
confer the like boon upon the inhabitants of the Orange Free

State.

Your readers will observe that Mr. President Brand is

reported to have said in the debate in the Volksraad, on the

18th of last month, " There is still time for the deputation to

go, for it appears that no certain instnictions were sent from Encjland

to Sir Philip Wodehouse to accept Moshesh and his tribe as British

subjects. If delay took place in the deputation not reaching

Cape Town for the 4th of June steamer, they might take advan-

tage of the delay by meeting the members of the Cape Parlia-

ment, and perusing the blue-books containing the correspon-

dence between the Governor and Moshesh. He himself was
curious to learn the nature of this correspondence." Upon
this, it has occun-ed to me to suggest that, perhaps after all it

is not very improbable that the Rev. Mr. Vandewall and his

companion will not reach Downing-street, for when they find

from the inspection of the bluebooks, that the Governor, in

his speech at the opening of Parliament, gave an accurate
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view of the purport of his instructions, under which he has
acted, when he stated that " Her Majesty's Government had
come to the conclusion that the peace and welfare of Her
Majesty's possessions in South Africa would be best promoted
by accepting the overtures made by the Chief Moshesh towards
being received under the authority of the Queen, and that they

left to his discretion the time and manner of accomplishing the

measure, and the terms on which he should communicate on the

subject with the Free State, which they supposed would be glad to
see a new order of things, calculated to give them freedom from
the depredations of the Basutos," they will make the best of
their way back to Bloemfontein, and endeavour to persuade the
President and Volksraad to come to terms with Her Majesty's
High Commissioner on the only material point at issue—what
extent of the so-called " conquered territory" shall be annexed
to the Orange Free State. The Governor, not only in his

replies to the addresses, but in his speech to the assembled
Cape Parliament, reiterates his anxiety and willingness to

"proceed with the necessary negotiation;" and, if the Free
State consults its interests, it will at once give up further pro-

ceedings on the protest, and endeavour to make out an equit-

able claim for as much land as possible, if not by right of

conquest, by cession of Moshesh under the terms of the treaty

of Thaba Bosigo.

Wednesday, 3rd June, 1868. COLONIST.

The Annexation of the Obange Free State.

Sir,—It is as I anticipated ; the Blue-book relative to the

reception of the Basuto nation as British subjects has not

thrown much new light on the question, and certainly does not

support the conclusion, nor gratify the wish of those who so

eagerly caught at Mr. Adderley's ambiguous statement in the

House of Commons, as proving beyond doubt that Her Majesty's

High Commissioner at the Cape had greatly exceeded his in-

structions.

The Adverther and Mail, while it actually recommends the

Free State Government at once to accept the last proposal of

Sir Philip Wodehouse, and thus show signs of beginning to

relent in its opposition to the British Basuto Protectorate,

complains " that the settlement of the boundaries between the

Fi-ee Si/ate and Basutoland, instead of being an integral part of

the arrangement, is now as undetermined as ever." But is it

just to lay the blame, which fairly attaches to the President and
Volksraad, upon the Governor ? It will be recollected that at

the time His Excellency incurred public censure for not being

more prompt in action, and delaying the issuing of the pro-

clamation declaring the Basutos British subjects which, when
M
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it did make its appearance in the Gocemment Gazette, imme-
diately produced the salutary and much desired effect of staying

hostilities on the part of the Free State army. Can anyone doubt
that, if Mr. President Brand's reply to the first despatch, in

which Sir Philip Wodehouse said, " I most earnestly hope that

this communication may have the effect of inducing your
Government to suspend hostilities with those who are now, in

all probability, about to became the subjects of a Power actuated

by the most friendly sentiments towards the Free State, and
whose endeavour it will be, in carrying into effect this measure,
to give the fullest consideration to the just claims of that State,

and to take every precaution against the renewal of those dis-

orders on the border which have led to such repeated com-
plaints and have ultimately caused the present war," had beer
favourable, and the white flag of truce, which Moshesh proffered,

had been respected, His Excellency would have deferred the

formal promulgation of Basutoland as British territory, until

he had been enabled by negotiation with some person, duly

authorized by the Volksraad, accurately to define its proper limits ?

The Duke of Buckingham states in his despatch to the

G-overnor :

—

I am glad that the prolongation of your term of Government enables me
to entrust the negotiation of this matter to you, as you have given so much
attention to the position and to the relations of the native tribes, and I

trust that it may be in your power to effect an arrangement which vrill con-

duce to the advantage of British interests in South Africa, to the good of

the native tribes concerned, and above all, to the preservation of peace.

May it not be inferred from this, that the speedy termination

of the wretched war between the Boers and the Basutos was
the main reason of Her Majesty's Government having come to

the conclusion of accepting the " repeated offers made by the

Chief Moshesh, that he and his people, with their territory,

should be received under the authority of the Queen?" It is

true that the majority of the Volksraad, under the joint influence

of the lawyers, Mr. President Brand and Mr. Advocate Hamel-
berg, have protested against the recognition of the Basutos as

British subjects, on the ground that it is an infringement of

the second article of Sir George Clerk's Convention, which dis-

claims " any wish or intention on the part of Her Majesty to

enter into any treaties to the north of the Orange Kiver, which
may be injurious or prejudicial to the Orange Eiver Government ;"

but this point has already been decided by the British Govern-
ment against the Free State, and will not, I think, bear argu-

ment. When, therefore, Sir Philip Wodehouse, baffled in his

earnest attempt to make " the settlement of the boundaries" of

the new British territory " an integral part of the arrangement"
for accepting the overtures of Moshesh, which had been left to

his discretion, found that his appeal for the suspension of hos-

tilities between the Free State and the Basutos had been made
in vain, and that the war was being prosecuted with vigour,
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how could he act otherwise than at once make the formal an-
nouncement that the shield of British protection had been
thrown over Moshesh and his tribe, and show his determination
to carry out the good intentions of Her Majesty's Grovernment
to restore peace to South Africa ? Whatever fault, however,
may be found by others in Cape Town with the modus operandi
of the High Commissioner in this matter, I care not further to
dwell upon the vindication of his conduct, which has already
received so largely the verdict of public opinion in the country
districts in its favour ; but I am content to take the annexation
of Basutoland to the British Colonial Empire as an accomplished
fact, not likely to be in any degree disturbed by the efforts

in England of the delegates of the Volksraad, and to

argue upon its probable result in the reversal of the policy of

the abandonment of the Sovereignty, in which both the Colony
and the Free State are alike deeply interested.

It would seem that the Advertiser and Mail rather exults that
the Blue-book does not touch upon " the ultimate annexation
of the Free State to the Colony," but, although it somewhat
rashly assumes "that the Imperial Government have never
dreamt of it at all," it is confidently submitted that the further

extension of British rule northward of the Orange Eiver cannot
fail to command the favourable consideration of the Queen's
Ministers, evidently alive to the advancement of British

interests in South Africa, if proper representations from the

Colonies of the Cape and Natal, as well as from the Orange
Free State, be only made on the subject. The Natal press

generally, I am glad to find, supports the annexation of Basuto-
land to Her Majesty's colonial dominions as a stepping-stone

to the annexation of the Orange Free State, and your readers

will forgive my transferring to your columns an extract from a
leading article of the Natal Witness, so much in point :

—

Without taking the interests of the natives into consideration at all, the
certain degradation of a large body of British subjects is quite a sufficient

ground for urging on the Government the policy and the necessity for their

re-annexation. The anomalous position of the Free Staters has already
become conspicuous. They are British subjects, liable to the consequences
of resisting an encroachment on the constitution under which they live,

and yet left destitute of the protection of the country to which they owe
their primary allegiance. The injustice, as well as absurdity, of supposing
such a state of things can be allowed to continue, without producing the

most disastrous, expensive, and demoralizing results, is too obvious to

admit of argument or to need demonstration. But there is also a commer-
cial allegiance which our neighbours owe, and which it is desirable they
should not repudiate. The Cape and Natal merchants will experience not

a little inconvenience if such a repudiation should take place. And yet

what are we to look for ? Will it not follow, as a matter of course, that

if the Free State persuades herself that she has been unjustly dealt with
by the Cape or British Government, that she will very easily argue herself

into the justification of a course of commercial repudiation that must be a
grievous wrong to those who will suffer most by the policy that entails the

injiu-y upon them, without their having the slightest voice in the business 7

Nor need this repudiation, to be fatally effective, be put into the form of a

M 2
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solemn act. It is even now virtually in operation by the closing of tbe
courts, the persistency with which ruinous policy is pursued by the
Government rendering mercantile settlements all but impossible, and
furnishing a plausible excuse for all defaulters. The brightest feature in

the present prospect is the anxiety evinced, and now finding emphatic
utterance, for the annexation of the Free State by the people themselves.
Sir Philip or the home authorities do not seem to have taken this proba-
bility into account ; but it can hardly be imagined that the unsatisfactory
position of the Free State can be allowed to continue as it is, or to become
as much worse as it must inevitably become. If, as seems to be the
prevalent feeling and opinion, the Free State should resume its old status
among the British South African Dependencies, then the question arises

as to whether any demonstration or movement in Natal can or should be
made to secure this end. The Cape Colony is far more deeply interested
than we are ; but, irrespective of any immediate claims that are in danger
of being jeopardized, there are the general interests of commerce to be
considered, and all the advantages that will accrue from the promotion of

peace and the consolidation and expansion of the commerce of this part
of the South African continent.

I cannot conclude witliout expressing a hope that Mr,
Wollaston will succeed in the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee of the House of Assembly to consider and report upon
the Basuto " question, principally as afifecting the interests of

this Colony in its relations with the Free State, and the
progress of civilization in South Africa," as this will afford an
opportunity of all those interested in this important colonial, as

well as Imperial question, to be heard in the Cape Parliament.

Saturday, 6th June, 1868. COLONIST.

The Annexation of Basutoland to the Cape.

Sir,—In your sub-leader of Saturday last, in which you
briefly review the despatch of the Duke of Buckingham, con-
taining the instructions to Sir Philip Wodehouse with respect

to the recognition of the Basutos as British subjects, and more
especially refer to the " interesting letter" with which the
Blue-book concludes, you say, that " Moshesh is quite right in

the view he takes, and that you are disposed to recommend the

Cape Parliament to have as little to do with him as he desires

to have to do with them." You must permit me, even in your
own columns, to express a doubt whether the advice you tender

to the representatives of the Cape people be altogether sound,
and to submit the expediency of the portion of the Governor's
Speech having reference to Basutoland and the Free State,

which has so important a bearing on the interests of South
Africa, claiming its just share in the deliberations of the
Colonial Parliament. The wishes of the old Basuto Chief are

best described in his own words :
" All that I have hitherto

said, however, to prove to your Excellency that neither myself
nor the tribe have any wishes to be annexed to the Colony of

Natal ; that we would rather become a portion of the Colony of
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the Cape of Good Hope ; and, that, above all, we should like

to depend upon the High Commissioner alone, in case it should
be practicable." The very thing which Moshesh says he would
most like, was suggested by Sir Phihp Wodehouse himself to

Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, and how
does the Duke of Buckingham meet the proposal ?

If Her Majesty's Government had merely entertained the question of a
closer alliance with the Baautos by the appointment of a British agent, or
by some other means not involving Sovereign rights, it would have been
right that the tribe should continue to be under the control of the Governor
of the Cape Colony in his capacity of High Commissioner ; but as their

recognition as British subjects and the incorporation of their territory are
now the matters under consideration, Her Majesty's Government have to

decide in what manner these important matters can be best carried into

effect, and they feel no doubt that the best and most obvious arrangement
would be the annexation of Basutoland to the Colony of Natal.

Moshesh gives many good reasons for preferring the Cape to

Natal, and, as the British Government have clearly determined
not " to establish an isolated protectorate in the midst of Africa

over a barbarous people, and to maintain the same by force of

arms in case of need," does it not follow that the only practical

measure is the annexation of Basutoland to the Cape Colony ?

Although on the map the Basutos are next-door neighbours

to, and seem naturally to belong to our enterprising sister

Colony, a mountain barrier, extending along the whole mutual
frontier, and, except at one or two points, almost inaccessible,

practically cuts off all communication between Basutoland and
Natal, whilst, as Moshesh says, " there is nothing to hinder

any trade which may spring up between Basutoland and the

Cape Colony—which trade, as everybody well knows, has now
been going on for many, many years." After a careful perusal

of your leading article of this morning, in which you properly

bring to task the Eastern members for their want of punctuality

in attending to their Parliamentary duties, and refer to Mr.

Wollaston's motion for a select committee, I find—you must
forgive me for saying so—some difficulty in deciding whether

you have, or have not, changed your opinion as to the policy of

the Colonial Parliament meddling with the Basuto question.

It is true that you do not seem to disapprove of the sound rea-

soning of the Governor's Speech in answer to the objection,

which has been mooted, that the reception of the Basutos as

British subjects is "an Imperial find not a Colonial question,"

and that you positively admit that "the Colony has a most

direct interest in an equitable, peaceable, and permanent settle-

ment of the question," and also that it is clearly the intention

of the Queen's Ministers that "Basutoland should in future be

governed by some Colonial agency," and you even shrewdly

hint that its annexation to Natal might be prejudicial to the

interests of the Cape ; but then, on the other hand, you appear

to be overwhelmed by the dread of ex,pense, and are desirous of
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throwing the entire responsibility of " advancing the cause of

civilization and Christianity" with Her Majesty's new subjects

—the Basutos—on the " Imperial Government." At the risk

of being deemed presumptuous, I venture to give a decided

opinion that the history of the compulsory annexation of

British Kaffraria to this Colony by an Act of the Imperial

Legislature, coupled with the express dissent of the Duke of

Buckingham from the opinion of Sir Philip Wodehouse in

previous despatches, " that if an opportunity should offer for

establishing closer relations with the Basutos, it would be

right, with reference to our general policy, to bring them under
the control of the Cape as High Commissioner, rather than
under that of the Natal Government," ought to induce our

Colonial Legislators to be wise in time, and at once to take

action in Parliament with the view of proposing some equitable

terms for the annexation of Basutoland to this Colony. While
I cannot wholly coincide with the opinion you apparently enter-

tain, that there is some mystery and ambiguity in the public

despatch of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies,

there can be no doubt that -the production, before a Select Com-
mittee of the House, of the despatches of Mr. Cardwell, Lord
Carnarvon, and Sir Philip Wodehouse, to which you refer, can-

not fail to throw light upon " the circumstances and reasonings

which brought about the decision of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment," in which not only this Colony and the Free State, but

all South Africa, are so deeply interested. I, for one, therefore

sincerely hope that the Norseman may bring to Table Bay a

good freight of Eastern members in time to support Mr. Wol-
laston in the Assembly, on the 18th instant, in his reasonable

attempt to obtain the fullest investigation and discussion of this

important subject, and that the Select Committee will, after

considering the Basuto " question, principally as affecting the

interests of the Colony in its relations with the Free State and
the progress of civilization in South Africa," report in favour

of the annexation of Basutoland to the Cape of Good Hope as

a preliminary step to the annexation of the Orange Free State.

Tuesday, 9th June, 1868. COLONIST.

Mr. Wollaston's Motion in re " Basutoland
AND THE Free State."

Sir,—When I last addressed you, somewhat in doubt
whether, in your editorial capacity, you really intended to sup-

port Mr. Wollaston's motion for a select committee " to con-

sider and report upon the Basuto question generally as affect-

ing the interests of the Colony in its relations with the Free
State, and the progress of civilization of South Africa," I little

anticipated that your Cape Town contemporary, who has so
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consistently throughout supported the policy of Her Majesty's
Government of receiving the Basuto nation as British subjects,
would oppose all " Parliamentary discussion" on this interest-
ing topic during the present session. The Argits says, " We
shall give our reasons for thinking, first, that the resolution of
the honourable member for Fort Beaufort is of too vague and
general a character, and secondly, that any interference with
the question is just now inadvisable." The first objection can
readily be removed by adding to the resolution such words as
to convey the " definite instructions" of the House upon what
points it seeks and desires the suggestions of a select com-
mittee, and, in fact, the Argm has already supplied three good
points for the consideration and report of the committee :

—

1. The propriety of annexing Basutoland to this Colony ; 2.

The extension of British rule and protection to the Orange Free
State ; 3. The desirability of the Cape Parliament occupying
the position of being a mediator between the Home Govern-
ment and the Free State. I venture to suggest a fourth point,

upon which a select committee might be consulted, viz.,

whether, in the event of the people of the Free State taking the
initiative in declaring their weariness of their nominal independ-
ence and " fruitless freedom" under a republican form of

Government, and their wish to be permitted " to live under the

wide folds of the flag of England," there ought to be any ob-

jection on the part of the Cape Parliament to the annexation
to the land which was once the Sovereignty to the British

Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. With respect to the second
objection, " that Mr. Wollaston and the House would do well

to wait until the Home Government has definitely announced
its policy" on the Free State-Basuto difficulty, a question

which, it is admitted, " must ere long come in some shape be-

fore the House," it seems to me that this objection is grounded
upon the fallacious assumption that the Colonial Parliament is

called upon to " legislate" on the mere " anticipation" that the

deputation from the President and Volksraad of the Orange
Free State will be of no avail in changing the wise determina-

tion of Her Majesty's Government to grant the oft-repeated

prayer of " the Chief Moshesh, that he and his people, with

their territory, should be received under the authority of the

Queen ;" whereas, in truth and in fact, all that is asked for by
the honourable member for Fort Beaufort is " « committee, tvith

power to take evidence and call for papers, to consider and report"

upon a question which. Sir Philip Wodehouse rightly tells us,

" may m the future, perhaps, have a more important bearing

on the interests of these countries than anything that is now
passing around us." Surely, if " the transactions which have

taken place between the President of the Orange Free State,

the Basuto Chief Moshesh," and the Queen's Representative at

the Cape, were of sufficient importance to claim so large a share
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of the Governor's Speech, they are worthy of discussion at least

by the rej)resentative8 of the people of this Colony in Parlia-
ment assembled. If the constitutional practice, borrowed from
the House of Lords and the House of Commons, of voting an
address in reply to the opening speech of the Eepresentative of
the Crown had not become obsolete at the Cape of Good Hope,
some notice must, ere this, have been taken both in the Legis-
lative Council and the House of Assembly " of that portion of
His Excellency's speech having reference to Basutoland and
the Free State." If the Volksraad of the Trans-Orange Ee-
public protests against the recognition, by the Queen of Eng-
land of the Basutos as British subjects, as an infringement of

Sir George Clerk's Convention, and sends delegates to Down-
ing- street for the express purpose of inducing Her Majesty's
Ministers to retract their " benevolent intentions" towards
Moshesh and his tribe, and to retrace the wise step of extend-
ing British influence in South Africa, are the representatives

of the loyal people of this Colony in Parliament assembled not
to give utterance to any opinion on this point ? Does not the
present session afford a fitting opportunity to our colonial

legislators to record their cordial sympathy with the opinion,

so well lately expressed by Sir Philip Wodehouse, "that the
severance of the Free State from this Colony was a misfortune
to both communities," and thereupon to recommend to the
Mother Country a reversal of the fatal policy of the abandon-
ment of the Sovereignty ? After the able letter from " A
Frontier Man" in your columns of this morning, it would be a
work of supererogation further to pursue this question, and I
cannot hope by any arguments of mine to strengthen the posi-

tion taken up by him, that no time ought to be lost in making
known to the Imperial Government " what is the opinion of

the Cape Parliament in regard to the distinct and separate

existence of the two Transgariepian Eepublics as independent
States." Your readers, therefore, must allow me to take for

granted that that opinion would be against the continuance of

these two Eepublics, and in favour of " the British flag waving
supreme in South Africa."

The Graham's Town Journal makes the following sensible and
practical comments on the recent proclamation of President

Pretorius in its last leadiug article :

—

By the advance of its frontier on all sides but the south, the Transvaal
puts itself into possession of the most considerable part of the recent

gold-fields, claims authority over several native tribes and their lands, and
secures a sea-port on the Eastern shores. This is a statement which, we
think, will command attention. At present very little is known about the
character of the gold-fields. Their extent and wealth may have been
exaggerated, and it is equally possible that they may have been imder-
estimated. The importance of the new acquisition of the Transvaal has,

in this respect, to be established by facts. Should it turn out that the
basins of the Zouga and Limpopo are rich in gold, the Transvaal will be

considered bo far lucky in its acquisitions. We do not see that any
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objections could be started to this extension of territory if it only included
land and the wealth, or the means of the wealth, it contains. The growth
of colonies is inevitable, and the Transvaal is the nearest Colony, or
Colonial State, to the Gold-fields. But this acquisition of territory is also
an extension of authority over the tribes at present occupying or claiming
the annexed lands ; and it is not clear at all that these people are willing to
be annexed, or that they have by their conduct entitled the Republic to
force its authority upon them. One of the chiefs whose territory and
people have been thus arbitrarily dealt with and appropriated, has lately

made a direct ofifer of his allegiance to the British Government. This may
be taken to be a decisive proof of his antipathy to a Transvaal connection.
The chief we refer to is Matjen, in whose lands one of the Gold-fields is

situated. ... In connection with this step, there is another which has
to be considered iu order that its meaning may be rightly estimated. It is

said that the Transvaal Government has been making persistent efforts to

establish commercial relations with the United States. It is clear enough
that the Eepublic has an eye to business. This is all right and fair. But
we see in this free and independent action the seeds of future difficulties

which can only terminate in the extension of British authority to the
utmost limits of colonization in South Africa.

It is also reported that the Volksraad has instructed the Kev.
Mr. Vandewall, who is said to he a citizen of the United States,

that, in the event of his not meeting with a gracious reception

by the Duke of Buckingham, he is to appeal to America, and it

may so happen that Brother Jonathan, if his attention be
directed to the South African Eepublics at the same moment,

.

may be induced "by the temptation of rich gold-fields, with
the super-added luxury of being, when he chose, a thorn in the

side of John Bull," to make a strenuous effort " to gain a foot-

ing on the African continent." Enough, then, has been said to

prove that the extension of the regal sway of the British

Crown to the now-existing Eepublics of the Free State and
Transvaal, is not only a colonial but an Imperial question,

and to suggest the expediency of the Cape Parliament in-

augurating a discussion with the view of encouraging the

Imperial Government to progress in " the advancement of the

cause of civilization and Christianity" in South Africa, instead

of to retrograde at the bidding of the delegates from the Orange
Free State. The Port Elizabeth Telegraph concludes a review of

the Basuto Blue-book, which is very just and favourable to Sir

Philip Wodehouse, by saying :

—

We understand that it is intended shortly to convene a meeting of the

inhabitants of this town to give expression to the public mind in reference

to British intervention in Transgariepian affairs, when we doubt not the

important services rendered by our present Governor in connection there-

with will be suitably acknowledged.

And it would not very much surprise me if that meeting passed

a resolution requesting the Eastern members to support Mr.

"Wollaston in his laudable endeavour to obtain Parliamentary

investigation and discussion upon the Basuto and Free State

question in all its bearings upon the future welfare and progress

of South Africa.

Saturday, 13th June, 1868. COLONIST.
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The Port Elizabeth Meeting.

Sir,—While many in Cape Town evidently sympathise with
the Orange Free State delegates to Downing-strett, and even
predict that they will be successful in convincing His Grace the
Duke of Buckingham, or his successor in office, that the Basuto
Proclamation by the Queen's Eepresentative in this Colony
was a terrible infringement of the law of nations, it cannot
but be gratifying to all who duly appreciate the benevolent
intentions which prompted this step, that Port Elizabeth, the

Liverpool of the Cape, at a public meeting, " which may be
said fairly to have represented the community," has spoken
out, in unanimous and cordial approval, ** of the admission of

the Basutos as British subjects," and of the conduct of the

High Commissioner in giving effect to the instructions of Her
Majesty's Government to restore peace to South Africa. If,

upon the evidence as it then stood, this meeting felt justified

in declaring " that, throughout the negotiation. His Excellency
had endeavom-ed, by every means in his power, to secure the

co-operation and friendly feelings of the Orange Free State

Government," does not his despatch of the 13th of June, just

published, which concludes by saying, "And I am glad to

learn that the Volksraad have not the slightest doubt of the

sincerity of my offers, as well as to think that all the evils

which must arise out of the delay inseparable from sending a
deputation to England will be chargeable, not to my refusal to

aid in the attainment of the objects the Free State are now
said to have had in view, but to my having been prevented

from learning what would be expected, and discussing the

means by which it could be accomplished," strongly confirm
the opinion so well expressed in the second resolution ? The
protest, which has at last seen the light, does not disclose any
new point of law not previously argued, but many will agree

with the Argus of this morning, that this rather long and
laboured document does not fairly represent the facts, inasmuch
as it " conveys the impression that Sir Philip had a definite

and inflexible policy, which he has carried out at all

hazards, and which he declined to alter, whether Mr. Brand
and his Raad heard or forbore," whereas, in truth and
in fact, to borrow again the language of your contemporary,
" Sir Philip has, from first to last, invited friendly discus-

sion on the question of boundary," which, after all, is

the main, if not the only material, point at issue. Your
readers may perhaps recollect that I have often used, as

an argument in favour of the President being authorized by the

Volksraad to meet Her Majesty's High Commissioner in amic-
able negotiation at Aliwal North, the probability of the blue-

backs being partially redeemed by gold and silver coin out of
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the military chest, if the Free State could have established an
equitable claim, irrespective of the natural rights of the original

owners and occupiers to their native soil needed for their sup-
port, to the territory ceded by Moshesh by the treaty of Thaba
Bosigo ; and what does Sir Philip Wodehouse say on this point ?—" In the first letter which I addressed to you on this subject,

on the 13th of January last, I stated expressly the intention
' to give the fullest consideration to the just claims of the Free
State.' It seems almost needless to observe, that if those
claims had been put forward in the shape of a demand for
* pecuniary compensation,' I should have been under the
strongest obligation to give them the 'fullest consideration.'

My rejection of them would have furnished ample ground for

an appeal to Her Majesty's Government." Although I must
again dissent from the opinion, " that the merits of this case

are entirely with the Free State," which has been maintained
by the much-esteemed editor of the Advertiser and Mail, to

whom I most gladly tender an apology that I should for a

moment have doubted that he was strongly in favour " of the

extension of British dominion in South Africa," it seems to me
that it would be a work of supererogation further to argue the

case, as there is no good reason to expect either that the shield

of British protection will be withdi'awn from Moshesh and his

tribe, or that the knotty point of the future boundary line be-

tween Basutoland and the Orange Free State can be satisfac-

torily settled, otherwise than by negotiation on the spot. If

there be any truth in the generally received opinion that some
of the much coveted " conquered territory" is absolutely essen-

tial for the maintenance and support of Her Majesty's new
subjects—the Basutos, some compromise will have to be effected;

and I cannot help thinking that it will be found very difficult

indeed to contrive any plan more equitable and beneficial to all

parties concerned than that suggested by Sir Philip Wodehouse,
of selling farms with British titles, and giving the proceeds of

such sale to the bankrupt exchequer of the Free State. Surely,

there is not much in the legal, if not under the circumstances

rather technical objection, which appears to bo founded on
" the respect due to international obligations," that the Orange

Free State is entitled to all the so-called •' conquered territory,"

or rather the territory ceded by Moshesh in 1866, when it is

borne in mind that even after this cession on the 22nd of May,

1867, the Free State granted by treaty to Letsea and his

minor chiefs, a large slice of that territory for his and their use

and occupation. By the Treaty of Imperani also, on the 26th

of March, 1866, if I have been correctly informed, a portion of

the land annexed by Commandant-General Fick's Proclama-

tion, and afterwards ceded by Moshesh, was allotted to Molappo

;

and these two treaties certainly seem to amount to an admission

on the part of the Free State authorities that some of the
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" conqncred territory" properly belonged to the Basutos, who,
having been metamorphosed into British subjects, ought at

least to be permitted to convert the land appropriated to them
into British territory ; and the grantees or purchasers of
the adjoining farms will not, it is thought, be prejudiced
by being placed in the same category in this respect with
the Basutos, for British titles to land are doubtless of much
more value than Orange Free State titles. It may, perhaps,
be a nice and intricate point of international law to de-

cide whether Moshesh is right " in holding that the Treaty
of Thaba Bosigo was cancelled by the subsequent war," but,

at any rate, Sir Philip Wodehouse makes no secret that he
" regards the permanent pacification of the country as hopeless
without a reasonable modification of it." May it not, there-

fore, be fairly argued that the Orange Free State will not best

consult its interests if it continue obstinately to claim the
dominion and entire possession of the " conquered territory,"

which, according to the authority of some practical men on the

spot, " it can neither clear, occupy, nor govern ?" So much for

the Basuto question, but to me, and, I hope, to many of your
readers, the third resolution of the Port Elizabeth meeting,
which, in the clear paraphrase of the Eastern Province Tele-

graph, "reiterates an oft-repeated statement that the abandon-
ment of the late Orange Eiver Sovereignty was an egregious

mistake, and has seriously and most injuriously affected British

interests in Southern Africa, and pledges the Port Elizabeth

community in favour of the re-union of the Orange Free State

with this Colony," and the fourth resolution, which expresses

the hope that Mr. Wollaston's motion for a Select Committee,
which has now been postponed until the 6th of July, " will

receive the cordial support of all the members of the Legisla-

ture," are most deserving of attentive discussion and approval
at the present moment. It may certainly be gathered from
your leading article of this morning, that there is much to be

said on both sides of the question submitted by the honourable
member for Fort Beaufort, but I, for one, give the most decided

preference to that branch of your argument which asserts that
'

' the interests of this Colony require that from Cape Point to

the Zambezi there should be but one paramount influence, and
that must be the influence of Great Britain," and cordially

coincide with your practical conclusion contained in the follow-

ing words :
—" If our colonial interests are at all concerned,

now is the time to speak out. The plea of non-notice will fail

us in the day of trial. England is not bound to consult her
Colonies in such cases, but only to keep them informed of what
is going on. In thit instance, the papers have been laid before Par-
Wiment, and if nothing is said, the Home Government will assume

that Parliament has nothing to say." From what has already

transpired, there is some reason to fear that Mr. WoUaston will
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meet with opposition, on the ground that the reception of the
Basutos is purely an Imperial question, -with which the Cape
Parliament ought not in any way to meddle ; but it occurs to

me to quote an extract from the speech of one of the gentlemen
at the Port Elizabeth meeting, as the line of reasoning adopted
by him does not appear inapplicable as an answer to the "dis-

tinction so often made in this Colony between Imperial and
colonial questions :

—

' True it is that hints have been dropped that some exception is likely to
be taken to the employment of the Mounted Police force on the occasion in
question ; but, he felt persuaded the meeting would agree with him in
thinking that it would come with a very bad grace from colonists to raise

any objection to the use of the colonial force on what is called ' Imperial
service' if under the circumstances they were found better fitted for the
particular duty than the regular troops stationed in this Colony. They all

claimed the privilege of forming part and parcel of the British nation, and
cherished a strong feeling of attachment to the Mother Country, though
living in one of her distant possessions ; and ought rather to rejoice at an
opportunity being afforded them of helping forward the noble cause she
has in hand than to begrudge the limited means at their disposal whenever
they could be made available ; neither ought they to forget or lightly esteem
the manifold advantages enjoyed, through the liberality of their countrymen
at home, by the presence of the Queen's troops, so essential to the progress

of civilization in South Africa, as well as to the maintenance of order and
good government in the Colony. Let them then encourage the hope that

there may be no more grumbling on that score either inside or outside the
walls of Parliament.

These truly English sentiments were lustily cheered by the

people of Port Elizabeth, and ought to actuate the House of

Assembly when they come to the consideration of the Basuto
question in its general bearings upon " the progress of civilisa-

tion in South Africa."

Saturday, June 20. COLONIST.

The Basuto Question.

Sir,—I take the earliest opportunity of tendering through
your columns to " A Subscriber" to the Standard my grateful

acknowlegment of the flattering terms in which he has referred

to me, and of the advice he has so considerately bestowed upon
me to desist from attempting to excite further discussion on
the Basuto question. " With all deference," however, to him,
I cannot admit the force of his reasoning, when he insinuates

that the arguments with which I have from time to time
endeavoured to uphold, when, in my opinion, unjustly assailed,

the conduct of the Queen's Representative in this Colony in

giving effect to the instructions of Her Majesty's Government,
do not meet with the approval and sanction " of the public

generally." At any rate, they remain unanswered, and, there-

fore, I have no objection to take his hint, and rest on my oars

awhile, particularly as there is every prospect of this important
subject being argued on all points with much greater effect with-
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in the walls of Parliament, on Mr. Wollastou's motion for a
Select Committee. Although your rather laconic correspon-

dent is far from complimentary to His Excellency, when he
talks about " the meddle and muddle of the Basuto difficulty

under his auspices," there is abundant proof that the Eastern,
more deeply and directly interested than the Western Province
in the restoration of peace on the Border, and in the further

extension of British influence northward of the Oran,a:e River,

cordially supports the reception of the Basuto nation as British

subjects, and earnestly applauds "the great energy and dis-

cretion" of Sir Philip Wodehouse in the performance of " the
difficult task" committed to him by the Home Government.
I regret my utter incompetency to grapple with the other
abstruse subjects to which my attention has been invited by
one who is evidently very anxious that the Cape Community
should be instructed in the principles of " commercial morality."

Thursday, 23rd June, 1868. COLONIST.

Mr. Addeeley on the Basuto Question.

Sir,—Although I promised your readers to be silent until the

important subject matter of Mr. Wollaston's motion for a Select

Committee had passed the ordeal of full discussion in the House
of Assembly, the Basuto question seems, in the opinion of many,
to have assumed so new a phase by Mr. Adderley's reported

statement in the House of Commons, as almost to compel me
again to intrude upon your columns. That portion of the Cape
Town press, which has persistently deprecated British interven-

tion on behalf of Moshesh and his tribe, as a violent breach of

"international obligations," at once exults in the conclusion

that Sir Philip Wodehouse has exceeded his instructions,

and that his proceedings will not receive the sanction of Her
Majesty's Ministers. The Advertiser and Mail, while it dis-

creetly and with good taste declines " to rake up all the weary
details of the long wrangling contention between" the Free
State Government and the High Commissioner, considers, from
the tone of the remai'ks of the Under-Secretary of State for

the Colonies, " that the Free State deputation will be able to

establish a very strong case indeed for the consideration of Her
Majesty's Government." You also, in your editorial column of

Tuesday last, appear to think that Mr. Adderley's speech, in

reply to the demand of Mr. Cardwell for the production of the

despatches from the Governors of the Cape and Natal with
respect to the affairs of Basutoland, " is one of the most per-

plexing of the incidents connected with the Basuto business,

and that it will almost compel the intervention of our own Par-

liament in the way of demanding explanations." I confess I

cannot agree either with you or your contemporaries in the
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construction put upon an official answer in the House of Com-
mons given to a question seeking for information upon a matter
still pending. As it seems to me, there is nothing in the state-

ment of Mr. Adderley inconsistent with the Duke of Bucking-
ham's despatch of the 9th December, 1867, which contains the
instructions under which Sir Philip Wodehouse has acted. A
perusal of that despatch must convince every one " that it was
not the intention of the British Government to assume the
Protectorate of Basutoland," " under the control of the Governor
of the Cape Colony in his capacity as High Commissioner," but,

it having been determined that the Queen of England should
exercise " Sovereign rights" over the Basuto chief and his

people, in concession to their repeated prayers. Her Majesty's

advisers decided "that the best and most obvious arrangement
would be the gjinexation of Basutoland to the Colony of Natal."

It may perhaps be argued that the strict letter of the instruc-

tions of "including a settlement of the boundaries between the

Free State and Basutoland as an integral part of the arrange-

ment" has not been carried out; but is not this the sole fault

of the President and Volksraad, and is not the spirit of these

instructions the termination of the wretched war between the

Boers and the Basutos? "The time and manner of accom-
plishing this measure, and the terms in which he was to com-
municate with the Free State on the subject," were entirely left

to the " discretion " of Sir Philip Wodehouse, in whose " power
to affect an arrangement, which would conduce to the advan-

tage of British interests in South Africa,.to the good of the

native tribes concerned, and above all to the preservation

of peace," implicit confidence was placed by the Duke of

Buckingham.
I fancy I can discern traces of the complete discretion and

power vested in Her Majesty's High Commissioner by the

Downing Street authorities in the subjoined paragraph from Mr.

Adderley's speech :

—

As to what events had precipitated measures, we have not yet received

any explanation. The reports from the spot which have reached the news-

papers are certainly highly coloured and distorted, but the Boers' invasion

and devastation of Basutoland have probably been the cause of hastening and
necessitating measures of precaution.

Notwithstanding, then, all that has been said on the other

side, I do not believe that the deputation of the Orange Free

State backing up the protest will be received with open arms by

His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, or that Mr. Cardwell, his

probable successor in the Colonial Office, who had, while in

power, " signified his readiness to authorize the establishment

of a British agent with Moshesh," will throw his mantle of

protection over them, but I am still sanguine that the conduct

of Sir Philip Wodehouse will meet with the approval of the

Queen's Ministers, whoever they may be, and that the ultimate
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settlement of the " boundaries between the Free State and
Basutoland" will be left to negotiation on the spot. There can

be no doubt that you are quite right in the conclusion you draw
that, " should the Protectorate be now withdrawn, it is impossi-

ble to estimate the damage done," but, in common with all the

friends of " the advancement of civilization and Christianity in

Southern Africa," you need be vmder no alarm that Her Majesty

will ever recede from the recognition of the Basutos as British

subjects, which has been formally made, and you will be forced

at length to coincide with me in the conviction with which I

have long been most earnestly impressed, that the only practical

solution of the Basuto difficulty is the annexation of Basutoland
to the Cape, now that Moshesh will have nothing to do with

Natal. In the present state of uncertainty as to the truth of

the sensational rumours with regard to the revolution or rebel-

lion at Bloemfontein, I purposely abstain from dwelling on this

painful topic, further than to remark that, if any credence is to

be attached to the explanation given in the latest telegram of

the Argus from Graham's Town yesterday, of the troubles which
are alleged to have arisen from those who have not been released

from their natural allegiance to the British Crown declining to

go on commando against Her Majesty's new subjects—the

Basutos, the sooner the serious complications likely to spring

from the present relations between the Trans-Orange Eepublic

and Mcshesh and his tribe are put an end to by the annexation

of the Orange Free State to the British Colonial Empire, the

better it will be for all parties concerned. Whatever, then,

may be the fate of the motion of the hon. member for Fort

Beaufort in the House of Assembly, I, for one, sincerely hope
that the Cape Parliament will not separate without some
decided expression of opinion in favour of the further extension

of British rule northward of the Orange Eiver, which impor-

tant question certainly demands the investigation, consideration,

and report of both Houses of the Legislature, if they have any
regard for the " commerce of South Africa," to say nothing of

its future prosperity and peace. Apropos to this subject, I can-

not refrain from, according to my old fashion, transferring to

your columns the annexed extract from a late leader of the

Queen's Tomi Free Press, commenting on the public meeting at

Port Elizabeth, which seems to me so strongly to support my
present arguments :

—

It is a great gain to South Africa that the Basutos are no longer free,

and that Moshesh's days of war and thieving at pleasure are over. This
gain would be greatly enhanced were the annexation of^Ithe Free State to

follow. It is a great mistake that the country was ever given up. Much
bloodshed would have been saved. In a commercial point of view both the
Colony and the Sovereignty would have been more prosperous. Neither of

them would have had the debt they now have. The anti-English feelings,

to be expected of the ignorant boers for one or two generations after the
overthrow of the Dutch Government, would have been almost extinct, at
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least uufelt ; oiTiliziug iufiueuoes at work would Lato boeu greater, aud the
circumstauces more favourable, aud Christianity among the heathen might
have been more successful. We see these things now, and feel that it

would be wise policy to rectify, if possible, the mistake made fourteen years
ago. The most intelligent, both of Dutch and English, in the Free State,

feel in the same way, and would hail with joy a re-union with this Colony.
The diflSculty is how the thing is to be done. The present Government in
the Free State will most certainly not entertain a thought on the subject.

They are too obstinate to give much heed either to the opinion so prevalent
in this Colony, or to the voice of the sensible part of their own people. But
the people of the Free State can move in the matter, and must, if anything
is to be done. The most of them are British subjects, and as such, they
can petition to be received under British protection. Should they do so,

they may depend on the warm support of the Colony. In such a petition,

as the editor of the Eastern Province Herald clearly shows, they may take
higher ground than a mere request. They may claim their re-admission
into the British Empire as a right, for it would appear that when Sir G.
Clerk gave over the sovereignty to a few individuals, it was received by the
same with the express understanding that the residents of the country
should be freed from their allegiance to the British Grown.

Friday, 3rd July, 1868. COLONIST.

The Transvaal Gold Fields.

Sir,—The interesting extract from the Colesberg Advertiser

in your issue of this morning encourages me to reiterate a

suggestion before made in your columns, that some action

should be taken by the Government of this Colony for the

purpose of obtaining precise and authentic information relative

to the auriferous quartz said to abound in the Transvaal

regions. It may not be long, perhaps, before the excitement

which prevails at Hope Town about the news from the South

African gold diggings may disturb the even tenor and content-

ment of the population of the Western metropolis, and lead to

the result predicted by the following pretty lines from the

ode in the South African Magazine of this month :

—

Known is now the land of gold

;

Far and wide the tale is told.

Forth the banded miners rush

;

Each his tools and riHc sports.

High in hope and armed to crush

Both the savage and the qaartz.

Who the exodus shall stay ?

Who shall bar their onward way ?

Try to yonder stars to climb,

Stay the rushing wing of time,

Curb the whirlwind in its wrath,

Turn the lightning from its path,

Aye,—but never dream to hold

Check upon the rush for gold.

The official collection of accurate data upon this question may
probably prevent many false hopes being raised only to end in

disappointment ; but, if there really be rich gold-fields within

the dominions of Machuene and Moselekatze, why should not

N
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steps be taken, before it is too late, of making favourable terms
with them on behalf of British Imperial and colonial interests ?

The rumoured purchase by Prussia of the Portuguese posses-

sions on the African continent, if consummated, as well as

"President Pretorius' annexing proclamation," may throw
serious difficulties in the way of the Queen of England grant-

ing the prayer of these native chiefs, to become, like Moshesh,
British subjects. If the prospect of finding gold be deemed
good ground for British intervention beyond the Vaal Eiver,

does not the alleged existence of a system of slavery within the

territory of the Transvaal Eepublic justify an appeal to the

Imperial Grovernment to extend its influence in that direction ?

Doubtless the leading article of the yalal Mercnnj, commenting
on a communication under the title of " A Voice from the

Transvaal Republic," which appeared in the Standard of Satur-

day last, is fresh in the memory of your readers, and I need
not therefore fatigue them by referring to the painful details

revealed, further than to express an earnest hope that they are

not founded on fact. The ofiicial correspondence moved for by
Mr. Godlonton in the Legislative Council will probably throw
more light on this important matter ; but it has occurred to me
to submit the idea that some member of Parliament might urge

the adoption of a respectful address to His Excellency Sir

Philip Wodehouse, requesting him to appoint a Commissioner
to proceed to the spot with the object of collecting evidence as

to the alleged existence of slavery and gold in the Transvaal

country, with full power to treat with those chiefs—the original

owners of the gold-bearing soil, who would prefer the British

either to the Prussian or Transvaal Government. If the report

of such Commissioner should establish beyond doubt the sub-

stantial reality of slavery and gold in these distant parts, there

is not much fear but that the people of England would support

Her Majesty's Government in substituting British authority for

that of the two Republics in Southern Africa.

Thursday, 9tli July, 1868. AFEIKANDEE.

The Transvaal Commission.

Sir,—It is a coincidence rather singular that, before I should

have seen or heard anything about the Governor's message,
" forwarding to the House of Assembly correspondence that

has passed with the Chief Macen, of the tribe of the Bamang-
watos, and the Rev. Mr. McKenzie, now residing in their

territory,"' and asking for the "sanction of the necessary expendi-

ture" to enable " the Government to obtain trustworthy infor-

mation as to the value of the discoveries stated to have been
made there, and the general present condition of the country,"

I should have presumed to suggest, through the medium of
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your columns, that Parliamentary action should be taken to

induce His Excellency to move in this direction. It seems to

me to require no argument to convince the representatives of
the people in both Houses of Parliament, of the expediency of
voting the sum required for the appointment of a competent
Commission to consider and report upon the prospect of the
sanguine anticipations relative to the South African gold-fields

being realized ; and I venture to submit that justice demands a
recommendation, on their part, that the opportunity should be
embraced of instituting an inquiry on the spot as to the truth

or falsehood of the rumours with respect to the existence of

slavery in the Transvaal regions. The Argns, in its leader this

morning, takes a very practical view of the recent annexation
proceedings of the Transvaal Government, when it says :

—

A paper proclamation may, however, work serious mischief, and bring
about complications in which the British Government may find themselves
involved, particularly as Mr. Pretorius has coolly swooped down upon the
gold-fields, and appropriated them for the Eepublic. Our Natal friends,

evidently feeling that wliatever goes on in these regions to the north of our
frontier, which will one day be peopled by Europeans, is of moment to the
Colony, have raised the cry of alarm, and invoked the aid of the British

Government in checking Transvaal ambition.

Perhaps it may be thought by some that Her Majesty's High
Commissioner is rather late in the field for the protection of

British interests, which may be found to clash with those of

Portugal, Prussia, and the South African Eepublic, which, like

its neighbour, the Orange Free State, is so covetous of land.

Is not the date of " President Pretorius' annexing proclama-
tion" subsequent to that of the rejection of the overtures made
through Commandant Jan Viljoen to the Chief Macen to hand
over his country to the Eepublic, and if so, may not the former

be, in some degree, ascribed to the latter ? Sir Philip Wode-
house, after receiving from the chief of the Bamangwato tribe

the invitation " to come and occupy the gold country, in so far

as it is at his disposal, and to govern the gold diggers in the

name of the Queen of England," wisely "advises him to ad-

here to his determination to avoid coming under any engage-

ments in any other quarters ;" and the sooner, therefore, legally

constituted commissioners are sent to the spot to ascertain

whether the gold-fields afford sufficient inducement for Her
Majesty's Government to gratify the wish of this native chief,

that " his efforts to sustain law and order amongst British sub-

jects in the gold-fields may be superseded by the advent of the

power of England," the better it will be for all parties con-

cerned. If the report as to the abundance of gold in South
Africa be exaggerated, the sooner it is contradicted, through an
official channel, the better it will be for the people of the Cape
and Natal ; but, if there really be a prize of gold in these dis-

tant parts, why should not steps be taken to secure it, not only

for these two British Colonies, but for the Mother Country also ?

N 2
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Your Oape Town contemporary above referred to quotes cer-

tain passages from an article in the Natal Mercury, under the

title of " A Voice from the Transvaal Republic," for the pur-

pose of proving that, " unfortunately, the Government which
now seeks to extend its authority in Central Africa is one of

the worst in the world," and I make bold to transfer to your
columns the concluding portion of that article as an argument
to encourage the Cape Parliament to provide funds for the

"Commission which Sir Philip Wodehouse so properly appears
most anxious to appoint :

—

The origin of the present war is the trade in " black ivory." The way
to obtain this is as follows :—Train the old black elephants to kill each
other ; shoot the females, take their young, and call them ivory. Price of

black ivory : one tooth (six years' old), four head of cattle
;
younger, three

head of cattle. Mind, however, that the trade in black ivory has been
stopped, with no little ostentation, by Government ; so you cannot sell

black ivory, but make presents of it, and take a present in return. Some
ivory hunters are said to be very clever. I heard of a little band of

hunters who placed some female elephants big with young in a row
and shot them, to try through how many they could put a ball, and after-

wards gave some young hunters practical lessons in obstetrical anatomy.
I have heard a little anecdote about an affectionate black female elephant.

A man took away her young ; she loved her young, and crept towards the
man who had robbed her, and moistened his veldschoens (or hide shoes)

with her own milk. Isn't this funny ? A woman took the young elephant
and gave it back to its dam, but the man took it away again, and drove the

black female elephant away, but—kind-hearted creature he was—did not
Bhoot her. Facts, such as these, come to light day by day, and it is for

these reasons that hundreds of Boers and Europeans refuse to fight the
Kafirs, but claim that the guilty whites shall be punished first ; however,
the Government does, or can do, nothing. Our condition is miserable in

the extreme. No protection for Kafirs nor against them ; no security of

property, no trade, no government nor police but a name, no money, no
education for the people, no maintaining of law and order but for the well-

disposed, and, what is worse, no prospect of better times, except when ?

Few will hesitate to come to the conclusion that this sad

picture of inhumanity must be overdrawn, but if such tales of

horror and cruelty can find their way into the columns of the

Natal press and form the subject of editorial comment, surely

the time has arrived when " all persons interested in the pro-

gress of African civilization" ought to call out loudly for a

commission of inquiry, and for the application of the remedy
of the extension of British influence northward on the African

continent, if unfortunately there be any foundation for these

terrible statements.

Tueeday, July 14. AFKIKANDER.

The Transvaal Commission.

Sir,—The House of Assembly has done quite right in refus-

ing to listen to the proposal made by the hon. member for

Graaff-Reinet, to limit the expenditure of the Commission to

the Gold-fields to the sum of £2,000, and has afforded satis-
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factory evidence of its due appreciation of the desirability and
expediency of obtaining ofl&cial and trustworthy information

relative to auriferous quartz and nuggets of gold in the

Transvaal regions, by giving to the Governor a carte blanche.

There is now no excuse for not doing the thing well in the

appointment of a Commission in every respect competent to

deal with the important subjects to be committed to its consi-

deration and report. As the result of this inquiry, already too

long delayed, may be the means of attracting to these shores

numbers of the Anglo-Saxon race, as well as other Europeans,
and thus exercise a beneficial influence, not only on the pros-

perity and progress of the Cape of Good Hope, but also "on
the advancement of civilization and Christianity in South
Africa," it is to be hoped that His Excellency will not for a

moment permit any false notions of retrenchment to guide him
on this occasion. Your observations in the sub-leader of the

Standard of this morning, regarding the composition of such
Commission, are well worthy of attention, and many will agree

with you in thinking that two, if not three, Commissioners,
should be appointed. I venture also to suggest that if the

services of a gentleman who had some Imowledge of the

language, habits, and character of the native races could be

secured, the labours of the Commissioners, whoever they may
be, would be facilitated and be more satisfactory in results.

I am glad to find that you adopt the suggestion of the Natal
press, which has been repeated in your correspondent's column,
that this Commission should not confine its attention exclu-

sively to gold, but "that it might also take the opportunity

afforded of inquiring into the alleged existence of slavery in

the Transvaal." The idea you throw out that it might also
" feel the pulse of that Republic with respect to annexation to

this Colony," does not seem to be bad, and might perhaps, with
advantage, be made applicable as well to the Orange Free State

during the journey of the Commissioners through the dominions
subject to the rule of Mr. President Brand. If the policy of

this view of the case be sound, I cannot refrain, at the risk of

laying myself open to the imputation of an indelicate inter-

ference with the prerogative of the Governor, from submitting

a suggestion that one of the Commissioners should be a gentle-

man thoroughly acquainted with the Dutch language, and one
in whom the inhabitants of Dutch origin, not only in this

Colony, but also in the two South African Kepublics, would
place confidence. The opportunity of promoting the future

extension of British influence beyond the Orange and Vaal
Bivers by wise conciliation of the Boer element ought certainly

not to be lost. If a former member of the Legislative Council,

distinguished for his public spirit and independence, and
deservedly esteemed by all his countrymen, who has recently

turned his thoughts to Free State matters, could be induced to
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be one of those to accept this important trust, would not Sir

Philip Wodehouse be justly adding to his increasing favour
with the people of the Cape by availing himself of the services

of this gentleman, not deficient in scientific knowledge ? The
indictment you prefer against the merchants of Cape Town for

apathy and indifference about gold, when their brethren at Port
Elizabeth and Natal are so much on the qui vivc, does not
appear to be groundless. Why does not the Chamber of

Commerce of the Western Metropolis take some action in this

matter, and organize a respectable prospecting party to accom-
pany the Commission ? Surely, if the best route of reaching

the gold-fields—the new Victoria Diggings in South Africa—is

via Hope Town, on the banks of the Orange Eiver, you cannot
be far wrong in " believing that this port might be made the

most advantageous centre from which to start for Macen's
territory." Making a rough calculation, it is thought that

Hope Town will be found to be about 600 miles from Cape
Town, and rather more than 350 miles from Port Elizabeth

;

but would not the proximity of Table, as compared with Algoa
Bay to England, and the greater facility of providing transport

overland at this end of the Colony, give Cape Town some claim

to be preferred over Port Elizabeth, by gold-seekers from the

Mother Country' ? The Westerns ought, at least, to make some
effort to prevent the tide of emigration from Europe, consequent

upon the proof that abundance of gold is a reality in South
Africa, being diverted from their port to that of the Easterns

or Natalians.

Cape Town, 6th August, 1868. AFRIKANDEE.

The Orange Free State Protest.

Sir,—Having been somewhat disappointed in my expectation

that the Governor's message relative to the commission to the

Transvaal Gold-fields would have indirecthj led to a debate in the

House of Assembly upon matters affecting "the interests of

this Colony in its relations with the Free State, and the pro-

gress of civilization in South Africa," I must ask permission to

trespass for the last time on your columns with a brief allusion

to the Basuto question, in the anxious hope of provoking in the

Legislative Council some discussion, before the Parliamentary

session closes, on this important subject. The Arfjus of this

morning announces the fact that " despatches have been re-

ceived by the Bane from Her Majesty's Government, fully

approving of the policy of Sir Philip Wodehouse in reference to

the annexation of Basutoland, and concurring in the arrange-

ments proposed by His Excellency." This intelligence cannot

fail to be most pleasing to the numerous colonists of the Cape

and Natal, who have from the beginning looked with favour
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upon the British intervention on behalf of Moshesh and his

tribe as the best, if not the only, means of restoring peace to

South Africa ; and it is earnestly suggested that even they, who
have hitherto regarded the formal proclamation of Sir Philip

Wodehouse, declaring the Basutos British subjects, as a " des-

potic and tyrannical" infringement of the law of nations, would
do well by now throwing oil upon the troubled waters, and
wisely counselling Mr. President Brand and the Volksraad to

give a willing ear to the amicable negotiations of the Queen of

England's representative at the Cape. At any rate, the idea

suggested by the reported statement of Mr. Adderley in the

House of Commons, that it would turn out that Sir Philip

Wodehouse had exceeded his instructions from Downiug-street,

which was at the time made so much of in Cape Town, and
which probably also had the effect of confirming the mistaken
policy of the Free State authorities to treat Her Majesty's

High Commissioner with contempt, is now proved to be ground-
less ; and there is no longer any validity in the argument, which
has been urged, that the uncertainty of the fate in England of

the celebrated Orange Free State Protest was a good excuse for

the studied and continued silence of the Cape Parliament on
this interesting topic. Your contemporary further states, " In
fact, the whole business is now left in the hands of the High
Commissioner ;" and, if report speak truly, Sir Philip Wode-
house has full discretion either to annex Basutoland to the

Cape or Natal, or temporarily to keep it as a separate British

possession, " under the control of tlie Governor of the Cape
Colony in his capacity of High Commissioner." It may fairly

be presumed that the Imperial Parliament will not, at present

at least, repeat the process of compulsory annexation a la

British Kaffraria, and that the wishes of the Cape and Natal
Legislature will be first consulted on this point. If Basutoland
then be worth having, has not the time arrived for the Cape
Parliament to put in a claim for this valuable prize of territory

in opposition to that which has been already preferred on behalf

of the rival Colony of Natal by Lieutenant-Governor Keate in

the speech with which he opened the Parliamentary session ?

If Mr. Wollaston had succeeded in obtaining his Select Com-
mittee, the report of that Committee might have thrown some
light upon the question of the expediency of annexing the rich

lands of Moshesh and his tribe to this Colony, or it might have
shown that it would be more practicable under existing circum-

stances, and more to the interest both of the Cape and Natal,

that Basutoland and the Orange Free State should together

form a separate Crown Colony of Great Britain, under the

auspices of a Lieutenant-Governor and a Legislative Council.

It is now clearly too late in the session to open up the large

question of the extension of British rule and protection on the

African continent ; but would it be quite right in the Legisla-
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tive Council, which numbers in ita ranks many sincere friends

of " the cause of civihzation and Christianity in South Africa,"

to conclude its Parliamentary labours, prior to the approach-
ing dissolution, without expressing and recording an approval
of the humane policy of Her Majesty's Government in the re-

ception of the Basuto nation as British subjects, as a j&tting

prelude to the further extension of British influence northward
of the Orange Eiver ? This expression of opinion, even by
one of the branches of the Cape Legislature, would not only
strengthen the hands of Her Majesty's High Commissioner,
who has authoritatively and distinctly declared " that the sever-

ance of the Free State from the Colony was a misfortune to

both communities," but it would also give encouragement to

the growing British party within the Orange Free State, where
already it is notorious that very many of the boers are only
deterred from petitioning for a return of the British Govern-
ment by the dread of the prevailing Hollander influence over
the authorities of this South African Eepublic. In my last

letter I broadly hinted that the people of Port Elizabeth and
the Eastern Province generally would greatly regret that the

reasonable attempt to excite discussion on "that portion of His
Excellency the Governor's speech having reference to Basuto

-

land and the Free State" had been so unsuccessful in the House
of Assembly, and I think it may be argued that even in the

Free State itself some interest was naturally taken in the result

of the motion of the hen. member for Fort Beaufort, which has
been shelved, from the subjoined extract from the private letter

of a gentleman holding an influential position there :
—" What

has become of Mr. Wollaston's motion in the House of Assem-
bly ? I had anticipated a lively and interesting debate on the

Free State question." As, unfortunately, many of the Eastern
members of the Assembly are expected to take their departure

by the Dane on Monday next, it is useless now to try to get up
a debate upon the Basuto question in the Lower House, but

this is no reason why the Upper House should not take an
early opportunity of correcting this sad omission by discussing

at least the bearings of the annexation of Basutoland to the

British Colonial Empire upon the future prospects and interests

of this Colony as well as of the Orange Free State.

Saturday, 15th August, 1868. COLONIST.

1

Beitish Basutoland and the State.

Sib,—Although it may fairly form the subject of regret, if

not of complaint, both within and without the Colony, that the

Cape Parliament should have closed its long protracted session

without any disousMon upon "that portion of the Governor's
speech having refennce to Basutoland and the Free State," it
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certainly will be satisfaotory to many to note that not a single

voice has been raised within the walls of either House of the

Colonial Legislature in condemnation " of the transactions of

Her Majesty's High Commissioner with the President of the

Orange Free State and the Basuto Chief Moshesh," which have
80 justly secured the full approval of the Home Government.
The laboured protest of Mr. President Brand and the Volksraad
has signally failed in changing the benevolent intentions of the

Queen of England to make the Basutos British subjects, and
their territory part and parcel of the British Colonial Empire.
There seems, therefore, good ground to hope that the future

boundary line between Basutoland and the dominions of the

South African Republic will noiv be easily settled by Sir Philip

Wodehouse in amicable conference with the Orange Free State

authorities, but there will still remain behind the difficult

question of providiDg in a satisfactory manner for the efficient

internal government of the small though populous 7iew British

possession in South 'Africa. It is true that by this time
Moshesh and the other Basuto chiefs have been informed by
Mr. Bowker "that Her Majesty's Government, having had
under their consideration the report of Sir Philip Wodehouse
of the transactions which took place during his late visit to

Basutoland, have signified their consent to the tribe being

placed at present under the control of the Governor as High
Commissioner, instead of being annexed either to the Cape or

to the Colony of Natal ;" but with the experience to be derived

from the history of British Kaffraria, it may be taken for

granted without argument that this will only be a temporary
expedient, and the Duke of Buckingham's despatch of the 9th

of December, 1867, appears to warrant this reasonable conclu-

sion. The idea proposed by the old and paramount Chief, that

Basutoland should form a kind of Native Reserve, to be

annexed neither to the Cape nor to Natal, but to be governed
directly by the High Commissioner, would, of course, be agree-

able to the Basuto nation ; but it may be doubted whether it

would be attended with equal advantage to their neighbours of

the Free State ; and may it not be fairly argued that it would
be more permanently conducive to the interests and progress of

both countries to seize this opportunity of affording the shelter

of British rule to the Free Staters as well as to the Basutos ?

From a leading article of the Graham's Town Journal, suggested

by the late despatches from England, and written with the

proper view of showing that " the settlement of Basutoland
involves also the determining of the future relations of the Free

State to this Colony," I extract the following truly practical

remarks, so pertinent to my present argument :

—

But is there no other way of dealing with this qnestion between British

Basntoland and the Free Btate 7 Mr. Hamelberg is reported to hate said,

that if fiastitoland wore to b«come British, the Free State should also be-
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come British. We do not know that Mr. Hamelberg actually did say this,

or anything like this ; but if he did Bay bo, he never said anything wiser.
Unquestiouably, this will be the view of the case which will gain adherents
in the State, as soon as the first excitement consequent upon the publication
of the recent news concerning the fate of the protest and the inevitableness
of Basuto annexation, has subsided. There is reason in the State; its

common sense has been disturbed of late, but it has not been utterly
destroyed ; and it cannot fail to be seen that the continued independence of
the State icill be but a delusion and a snare.

If then, as may naturally be expected, the fruitless result of
the deijutation to England be to damp the ardour of the Hol-
landers, and to revive the hopes of the British part}' northward
of the Orange Eiver, why should not some decided effort be made
by the inhabitants of the Orange Free State to seek for true liberty

under the genial influence of the British Crown as a substitute for

the " nominal independence" of the existing Eepublic ? At the

present moment a practical method of bringing about the happy
consummation of a change of dynasty in the land which was
once the Sovereignty suggests itself. As each of the three

alternatives which have been put forward, the annexation of

Basutoland to the Cape, to Natal, or the constituting it a Native
Reserve under the sole control of the High Commissioner, is

beset with some difficulty, why should not the Free- Staters

themselves propose the plan " of the annexation of the Free
State, and the creation of a large independent British Colony,

consisting of that country and Basutoland ;" and why should
not the colonial communities of the Cape and Natal join in

giving their supj)ort to a scheme so well adapted to maintain
the influence and p)i'estige of the British Government and the

British people in South Africa ? This idea may perhaps already

have presented itself to Her Majesty's High Commissioner—at

least it seems worthy of being well discussed befure much trouble

is taken in deciding the intricate question of boundary line, so

long the fruitful source of war between the Boers and their

sable enemies. If the Free State, now that "it must know
that Basutoland is British, would only prefer to become British

itself," the necessity for " negotiations about boundaries" would
altogether cease, and His Excellency Sir Philip Wodehouse be

more profitably employed in inaugurating the formation of an
important Crown Colony of Great Britain northward of the

Orange Eiver—to be annexed hereafter to the Cape of Good
Hope, or to be one of the States under the contemplated grand
system of Federation, so strongly advocated on all sides. Mr.
Godlonton is reported to have referred yesterday, in the Legis-

lative Council, " to the Convention entered into at the time
British protection was withdrawn from the Free State," and to

have quoted therefrom to show that the Convention had never

been carried out by either party, and that the Free State inhabi-

tants had never been absolved from their allegiance. It would in-

deed be difficult to controvert these sound opinions so
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frequently advocated in your columns and the frontier press,

and, if bo, may not a reasonable hope be entertained that, if

the Orange Free State were to seek for annexation to the

British Colonial Empire, the consent of the Home Government
would be readily given, " because," as the Graham's Toini

Journal well puts it, " all British South Africa would unite to

desire a measure so politic, so healing, and so full of promise ;"

and does not this hope justify some constitutional agitation

within the British Colonies of the Cape and Natal, with the

view of inducing and encouraging the people of the Free State

to take the initiative in petitioning Queen Victoria to replace

them under the wide folds of the flag of Great Britain ?

Saturday, 29th August, 1868. COLONIST.

Bbitish Kule for the Free State.

Sir,—If the Friend of the Free State felt himself justified,

when commenting upon the late debate in the Legislative

Council of Natal on the subject of the annexation of Basuto-
land, to write as follows :

—"But any way it must be admitted
that the Natal Council has done far better, and displayed more
enlightenment than the Cape Parliament has generally done

;

the latter has, we regret to say, almost invariably proved itself

to be hopelessly obstructive of all progress or extension of

British territory in South Africa," what will he say now, after

hearing that the long Parliamentary session of the Cape Legis-

lature has closed without the utterance of a single syllable in

favour of the extension of British rule on the African continent,

while the Natal Council has recorded a well-argued recommen-
dation to Her Majesty's Government favourably to receive any
proposals which may emanate from the inhabitants of the two

South African Eepublics with regard to " their annexation to

either the Cape Colony or Natal, or embracing suggestions with
respect to any form of allied or separate administration deemed
suitable by the majority of the white inhabitants of such
States ?" The Natal resolutions, which will probably find their

way into your columns, will speak for themselves, and cannot
fail to give a stimulus to constitutional agitation outside the

Cape Parliament, both in this Colony and Natal, with a view of

encouraging their neighbours northward of the Orange and
Vaal Rivers to seek for the substitution of the regal sway
of the British Crown for the Republican form of Government.
There is not much new to be said in favour of the Resump-
tion of the Sovereignty, but there can be no harm in

repeating arguments upon a political question of such import-

ance to the future progress of South Africa, and, at the risk of

again being accused of having " a mania for making extracts,"

I prefer borrowing the language of the Natal Mercury, which
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most ably argues " that no question bears more directly upon
our commercial interests and political condition than the
annexation of the Free State," in a leading article from which
the subjoined passages are quoted :

—

That the Queen's advisers and representatives committed a great mistake
when they decided to abandon the Sovereignty, has been and is the common
belief of most colonists. No good end has been gained by that policy. It

was the beginning of evils. From that time the people who were thus
turned unceremoniously adrift have been mixed up in constant warfare with
the Basutoa. . . . Had the Free State remained British territory it it

more than probable that the Baiuto wars which have since prevailed would
have been prevented. Moshesh has a wholetome respect for the British lion.

Again :

—

It may be said that neither the Imperial nor the Colonial Governments
have taken any part in the wars we refer to. That may be ; and yet tha
evils entailed by the wars are as serious in their effects upon our commer-
cial interests as thoixgh we were parties to the strife. There cannot be
much less than half-a-million of money due to the Cape and Natal by
creditors in the Free State, and yet so long as war lasts, and as the Civil

Courts are closed, these claims are practically irrecoverable. In another
way the Basuto wars have operated most injuriously. Nothing can be more
disgusting to our natives, and to the tribes around, than the spectacle of
another native race constantly at ivar ivith the white man. The natural

tendency of such a war is to keep alive instincts and sentiments which had
far better, in the interests of peace and civilization, become extinct.

And again :

—

Were the Free State and Basutoland both annexed, and both thrown into

one compact and separate Colony, we believe not only that war would bfl

nverted, but that law and order might be re-established and maintained
without cost to the Mother Country. The Basutos and the Free State

people together would be able to contribute a revenue large enough for all

purposes. It is absurd on the face of it to deny their capacity to do this.

For years the country has kept in the field a large armed and unproductive

force, and has done this at incalculable loss to their trade and other in-

terests. At a far less cost to themselves they could afford to maintain a

police force of two or three hundred men for the suppression of Basuto
thefts. Nor ought the Basiitos to bear a small share of this expenditure.

Were it not for them, no such force would be required, and we venture to

•uggest that farms granted or sold within Basutoland should be chargeable

•ither with a rent specially devoted to this defensive service, or, if sold,

that the proceeds should be applied to the maintenance of such a

police force.

Of course, it remains with the people of the Orange Free

State to say whether they will be annexed or not to the British

Colonial Empire, but these remarks have been submitted in the

hope of exciting discussion at the present juncture, both in this

Colony and beyond the Orange Eiver, upon the desirability of

restoring, in some shape or other, the Queen's Grovernment to

Her Majesty's subjects in South Africa, who were so rudely

abandoned in 1854 ; and it is again maintained with some confi-

dence, that, under all the circumstances of the case, which have
been dwelt upon, the plea of permitting the Free State and
Basutoland to form together /or the present a separate British

Crown Colony, under a Lieutenant-Governor and a Legislative
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Council, will be found to be the most practicable, and the most
conducive to the welfare and progress of all parties concerned

—

the Colonies of the Cape and Natal, the Orange Free State, and
the Basuto nation.

Wednesday, 2nd September, 1868. COLONIST.

The Commission to the Gold-Fields.

Snt,—Few, after the perusal of your sub-leader of this

morning, will feel inclined to dispute the soundness of the con-

clusion at which you arrive, that " when men are preparing on
all sides to try their lots in the new gold country," it is only

fair to expect the British authorities in the Colony to be on the

alert ; and that Mr. Black's report furnishes additional force to

the general wish for the speedy dispatch of the Commission to

the " alleged gold-fields" in South Africa. It is gratifying,

however, to find from the Prorogation Speech, that the apparent

delay in the appointment of the Commission may solely be

ascribed to the difficulty in " the selection of those to be

employed" as Commissioners, to consider and report upon this

interesting subject in all its bearings. As the Governor well

puts it : "To ascertain the existence and quantity of gold forms
but a portion only of the duty they will have to perform. Irre-

spective of the existence of gold, the colonial trade with those

regions is of much importance, and I hope that our relations

with the tribes that inhabit them, and those through which
access to them must be obtained, may be much improved
through the efforts of the contemplated Commission."

If the right men only are found for this important mission,

their labours cannot fail to bear good fruit, not alone in proving

or disproving the reality of the gold discoveries, but " in paving
the way for beneficial changes in due season on the northern
bank of the Orange Eiver." This idea, which has been sug-

gested at Natal, of making the mission to the new Victoria

Gold-fields " bear a partially political character," certainly

deserves consideration, and the annexed quotation from the

Mercury may not altogether be deemed out of place :

—

Nothing can be of greater importance in the present phase of South
African affairs than that the influence and prestige of the British Govern-
ment and the British people should be maintained. Never yet has there
been so general a desire on the part of the natives to assume the obligations

of British subjects. Never yet has there been so wide-spread a reliance

upon the horiafides of our Government on the part of the aborigines. Mr.
Shepstone's great diplomatic abilities would enable him to make this assur-

ance in the native mind doubly sure, and to establish relationships which
would virtually amount to the extension of British supremacy over all th«
territories that intervene between Natal and the Zambezi.

Some of your readers may, perhaps, recollect that so far back
as January last, their attention was called to a suggestion of
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the Oraham's Town Journal that the British Colonies of the
Cape and Natal should take action in concert with the view of
obtaining authentic intelligence as to the alleged Gold-fields in

the territory of IMoselikatse, and of making favourable terms
with the native chief. Although there may be a fau' rivalry

between Cape Tow^n, Port Elizabeth, and Durban, as to which
is the best port for European emigrants to make as the starting

point in South Africa for the Victoria Gold-diggings, both the
Cape and Natal are alike interested in establishing the reality

of gold, and in the further advancement of Great Britain's in-

fluence over the native chiefs and their tribes in the interior of

this continent, and w'hy should they not therefore have a joint

commission ? Both British Colonies ought to be equally inte-

rested in the question of the supposed existence of a system of

slavery in the Transvaal regions, so opposed to the progress of

civilization amongst the native tribes, and so injurious to

the influence of the white race, although the Natal Legis-

lature has alone spoken out on the subject. Having read
the Natal resolutions, which appear in your columns of this

morning, I cannot helj) thinking that a splendid oppor-

tunity is afforded to Sir Philip Wodehouse to refute the
calumny thereby conveyed that " the office of High Com-
missioner, as exercised at present in relation to the Colony
of Natal, is inimical to the maintenance of the prestige and
influence of Her Majesty's Government amongst the native

tribes of South East A''rica," by assigning to the Commission,
as part of its duty, on its return from the Gold-fields, to endea-

vour to institute " a bond fide inquiry" as to the scandal which
now attaches, perhaps unjustly, to the Transvaal Eepublic.

Surely, it can never be contended that Great Britain, who has
gained such laurels by her active exertions in the abolition of

slavery, ought tacitly to consent to an infringement of the

positive terms of a treaty, merely because "it would be

beyond the power of the Transvaal Eepublic, admitting it

to have the inclination, to put down a trade which the

Boers must find very tempting and profitable." No one
who has read what has been so aptly described as " the

admirable and genial address from the Governor, which will

long be remembered as a fitting word of farewell to the Parlia-

ment, with whom he has worked with varying success," can for

a moment doubt the deep interest taken by Sir Philip Wode-
house in the future welfare and progress of South Africa ; and
it is diffidently submitted that the well-considered report of a

competent Commission may in some degree be instrumental in

enabling him, or his successor at the Cape of Good Hope, to

carry out his good purpose of " creating beyond the river a
large and well-organized Government, bound to this Colony
only by a common allegiance, by the ties of kinship, by con-

genial laws, by just covenants, and by a common desire to
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extend the blessings of Christianity, peace, and civilization to

all within their reach." I venture, therefore, with all respect,

to take the liberty of so far trespassing upon the exercise of

the prerogative of the Governor as again to suggest " that one
of the Commissioners should be a gentleman thoroughly
acquainted with the Dutch language, and a person in whom
the inhabitants of Dutch origin, not only in the Colony, but
also in the two South African Republics, would place confi-

dence" ; and thus a good opportunity would be afforded of

conciliating the Boer element both in the Orange Free State
and the Transvaal, where already, if report speak truly, there

is a growing opinion in favour of the Queen of England's
Government, As His Excellency also properly lays great

stress upon the expediency of availing of the occasion to

improve our relations with the native tribes, would it not be as

well to secure the services in aid of the Commission of some
gentleman who can speak the native language ?

Saturday, 5th September, 1868. AFBIKANDER.

British Subjects in the Free State.

Sir,—Your leading article of Sat^^rday last upon the late

trial of Mr. Bowden, at Philippolis, in the Orange Free State,

concludes with the remark that " you feel quite satisfied that,

in the hands of the Governor, international rights will be
strictly observed, and the honour of the British Crown be
preserved intact." If it be true, as alleged, that an appeal has
been made to Sir Philip Wodehouse, a favourable consideration

of the case of the unfortunate convict may fairly be anticipated,

for there cannot be much doubt as to the opinion of His
Excellency on this point after the short but telling despatch of

the 31st of July to Mr. President Brand, in which the " recently

commenced prosecution for high treason against a British-born

subject, who protested against being called upon to march
against his fellow-subjects," is prominently put forward, in

conjunction with the contemptuous treatment of Her Majesty's

High Commissioner, the protest to England, and the continued
" destruction of the crops and huts of the Basutos," as con-

demnatory evidence of " the policy adopted and persevered in"

by the Government of the Free State. If Her Majesty's High
Commissioner had legal jurisdiction, he probably would reverse

the judgment of the Orange Free State Court of Law, but the

fear is, that, although the Volksraad will )U)w amicably negotiate

with Sir Philip Wodehouse as to the settlement of the boundary
line of Basutoland, they will be slow to admit his power to

nullify and set at defiance the commando law of the independent

South African Republic. Whilst the deep-rooted and earnest

loyalty and devotion to the British Crown of the thirteen

Englishmen, who boldly united in declaring that they would not
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forfeit their natural allegiance to the Queen of Great Britain,

from which they had never been legally released, and that they
would not wage war against their neiv fellow-subjects—the
Basutos—merits the warmest admiration ; there is, doubtless,

much in the argument you have advanced, that an English
citizen of the Orange Free State is bound to obey the law of the

land in which he permanently resides, and to take his share of

the military duty of defending the frontier of that State, when
called upon in his proper turn to do so. Unless, then, Mr.
Bowden is to be incarcerated in a vile dungeon for the term
of twelve months, as a punishment for not performing " a
service required at his hands, which his duty to his Sovereign
prevented him rendering," and thus to furnish good ground to

Great Britain for a second Abyssinian Expedition, that is to say,

if she be desirous of preserving her consistency in defending the

liberty of Englishmen in foreign countries, is not the practical

solution of the " embarrassing" question, which seems to per-

plex you—the formal declaration of the Free Staters as well as

the Basutos to be British subjects ?

The numerous friends on both sides of the Orange Eiver, of

the further extension of British rule in Southern Africa, will

rejoice to hear that the Norseman brings the cheering intelli-

gence that action has been taken in England to prevent the
delegates from the Orange Free State having it entirely their

own way at the Colonial Office, to which department of the

British Government they have been quietly, but not without
courtesy and kindness, handed over by Lord Stanley, Her
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. The well-

drawn memorial, giving an accurate history of the origin and
abandonment of the Sovereignty, which has been prepared for

presentation to the Duke of Buckingham, and signed by the

principal Cape merchants resident in London, will, no doubt,

appear in your columns, and best speak for itself ; but I cannot
refrain quoting, as singularly illustrative of my present

argument, two of the principal reasons put forward by the

memorialists in support " of the re-asserting British authority

over the Orange Free State." They are as follows :—
a. The anomalous position of residents in the Free State, who, as subjects

of the Queen, and separated only by geographical lines from the Colonies of

the Gape of Good Hope and Natal, are allowed to exercise independent
authority, and are regarded and treated as foreigners.

b. The inevitable complications which must result from the altered

position of the Basuto nation in relation to Great Britain and the Orange
Free State.

The Graham's Town Journal, with reference to the well-timed

resolutions of the Legislative Council of Natal, " affirming the

desirableness of Free State and Transvaal annexation to British

South Africa," most aptly remarks :

—

We can only say that we wish our Parliament had had the spirit to record

and transmit to the Colonial Office a eimilar expression of opinion. The
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Natal resolution prays Her Majesty's Government to favourably consider

any proposal which the authorities of either State may make towards union.
This is exactly the hind of encouragement which the annexationists in the

Republic require, and it is exactly the kind of action which the Colonies

could take without offence to those in the Republics who are opposed to annexa-
tion. Had a resolution like this been sent home from the Cape and Natal
Parliaments, at the time when the Free State protest and deputation left

for Downing-street, it would have been timely and serviceable. In this

respect Natal has, strangely, been a little slow ; while, not at aU strangely,

the Cape has been altogether stagnant.

The Prorogation Speech, however, I confess, makes me almost
indifferent about the silence of the Cape Parliament on the

Basuto question, and no one can consistently quarrel with the

well-expressed opinions of Sir Philip Wodehouse on this

important and interesting subject. He tersely says :

—

There remains still for final adjustment one question of importance in its

effect on the native tribes—that of the reception as British subjects of the
tribe of the Basutos ; which I sincerely hope may be so accomplished as

not only to secure their welfare, but to jpaye the way for other beneficial

changes in due season on tlie northern bank of the Orange River.

If there could exist any substantial doubt as to the nature
of the changes in contemplation, it would be removed by the

following passage from the Governor's last speech :

—

What is to be hoped for, in my opinion, is the creation, beyond the
Eiver, of a large and well-organized Government, bound to this Colony only

by a common allegiance, by the ties of kinship, by congenial laws, by just

covenants, and by a common desire to extend the blessings of Christianity,

peace, and civilization to all within their reach.

Many will most cordially sympathize with His Excellency in

these statesmanlike views, and the only impediment in the

way of the resumption of British authority at no distant day
northward of the Orange Eiver, so much desired by the Cape
and Natal colonists, really seems to be the want of expression

in " some unmistakeable form," on the part of the people of

the Free State, of their consent and concurrence with the sub-

stitution of the regal sway of the Queen of England for that

of the South Afi-ican Eepublic. The Aliwal North corres-

pondent of the Great Eastern writes as follows of the Orange
Free State :

—

The country is divided against itself—composed of many elements, and
these elements are in a state of solution. The Hollanders mistrusted, the
English crying out for annexation, and the Boers longing for peace and
prosperity. The condition of many of the farmers is very sad and grievous

;

many are ruined, and the people generally know not whither to turn. Many
of the Boers are so disheartened and dispirited that I am well assured that

a word, yea, the least hint, from the High Commissioner would cause them
to go hand-in-hand with the English in their prayer for annexation.

This may, perhaps, be an exaggerated picture of the misery
beyond the Orange Eiver, but surely a case is made out to

justify the peojtle of the Cape Colony in agitating in favour of the

resumption of the Sovereignty, not with the intent of dictating

to their neighbours of the Orange Free State, but with the

anxious and earnest hope of convincing them that it will be to

o
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their interest speedily to give some practical proof that they

agree with Sir Philip Wodehoiise " in regarding the measures
which severed from their allegiance the European communities
in those regions to have been founded in eiTor ; and that it will

be a blessing for all if, with their general and hearty concur-

rence, they can be restored in a general sense to their former
position."

Saturday, 12tli September, 1868. COLONIST.

The Fkee State.

Sir,—In the Standard's leading article of this morning,
written for transmission to England by the Roman, you say,

"the Free State and Basuto question remains in statu quo,"

and, curiously enough, your contemporary the Argus makes use

of the same expression. I presumptuously venture to differ

from you both, and to submit that this interesting and import-

ant question may fairly be said to have derived a new aspect

and more cheering j)hase from the resolutions recorded by the

Natal Legislative Council recommending the annexation to the

British Colonial Empire of the two South African EepubHcs

—

the Orange Free State and the Trausvaal^as well as from the

decided opinion expressed by Sir Philip Wodehouse in favour

of " other beneficial changes in due season on the northern
bank of the Orange River" having the effect of largely increas-

ing the number of British subjects in South Africa. To me it

seems that the annexed popular paraphrase by the Port Eliza-

beth Telegraph of that portion of the " conciliatory" prorogation

speech having reference to this subject is calculated to convey
to our friends in England a clearer insight into the true

position of the Basuto-Free State difficulty :

—

Eeferring to Transgariepean affairs, His Excellency gave it as his matured
opinion that the abandonment, by the express action of the Imperial Go-
vernment, of the Orange Free State territory (formerly the Orange Eiver
Sovereignty), was a mistake, and seems to have come to the conclusion
that the readiest way of meeting the emergency that has arisen in connec-
tion with the chronic warfare, so long kept up by its inhabitants and the
neighbouring Basuto tribe, would be to unite their respective territories,

and erect them into a British Colony, under a Government somewhat
analogous to that of the Colony of Natal. This, however, can only be
effected by and with the consent of the majority of the Free State people

—

an influential minority of whom are understood to be favourable to such
solution of their present difficulty with their sable neighbours, now Her
Majesty's Basuto subjects. On the return to Bloemfontein of the Free State

delegates (believed to be now on their way back from England) it is hoped
that the Free State Government will be ready to negotiate with Her
Majesty's High Commissioner for a solution of its difficulty with the
Basutos on the basis of mutual concessions, and a willingness to also come
under British rule in the manner suggested in the Governor's prorogation
speech.

It is, perhaps, no more than might under the circumstances
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be expected that the Orange Free State Government should, in

the words of the President's reply to the Governor's despatch
of the 17th of August, " await the result of their mission,"
rather than at once, in compliance with His Excellency's

reasonable request, submit " some proposals which might form
the basis of further negotiations and the ultimate adjustment
of all pending questions;" but it would, indeed, be "madness"
on the part of " the Bloemfontein Administration" obstinately

to persist in declining " to treat with Sir Philip Wodehouse"
after the return of the delegates from England. As the

Graham's Toiai Journal well puts it :—" Unless the deputation

should gain from Downing-street what the protest has failed to

secure, the High Commissioner must promptly. President or no
President, carry out his already declared intention of placing

the Basutos and Basutoland under British Government, He
has no other course. If Mr. Brand declines to be a contracting

party to the arrangement, he will only be playing the fool at

his own cost, and to the injury of the country he is bound to

rule, not with the passions of a child or the sullen fury of a
lunatic, but with the prudent wisdom of a full-grown and sane
man. It ought to be seen by Mr. Brand and his advisers that
their friends in the Colony, who approved of his conduct when
there was some hope of a favourable reply to the protest and
deputation, may very well withdraw their support when it ia

found that resistance is hopeless." The Friend of the Free
State wisely counsels the people of that State, " as one man, to

demand that negotiations should at once be entered into with
Sir Philip Wodehouse ;" and, perhaps, these negotiations might,
with great advantage to all parties concerned, be now no longer

confined to the settlement of the boundaries of Basutoland,
but might also embrace the preliminary steps in the formation
of a new British Crown Colony northward of the Orange Eiver
in lieu of the existing South African Eepublic. The compre-
hensive and well-argued memorial from the Cape merchants
resident in London to the Duke of Buckingham may not only

have the desired effect of inducing the Home Government to

reverse the fatal policy of the abandonment of the Sovereignty,

but it may also be the means of convincing the Africander

Boers that it is to their interest to make common cause with
the British party in the Orange Free State, and to take the

initiative in asking from the Queen of England, through the

instrumentality of Her Majesty's accredited agent at the Cape
of Good Hope, for the re- assertion of British authority over

their country. The annexation resolutions which passed the

the Natal Legislature have appeared in your columns, and
speak for themselves ; but I cannot help thinking that the

original resolution, "That, in the opinion of this House, the

consolidation of the Free State and Basutoland as a separate

British Colony would put an end to the demoralizing war
o 2
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which has beeu so long carried on between the Free State

and the Basutos, and would place on a sound footing the

extensive trade between the Eepublic and the neighbouring

British Colonies, but which, owing to the closing of the

Civil Courts and the general insecurity of the country, has
suffered serious and disastrous injury during the duration of

the war," which Mr. Eobinson moved, was more practical, and
less difficult to be put into immediate operation, particularly as

it seems to accord with the ideas of Sir Philip Wodehouse, as

expressed in the Prorogation Speech. There may be, however,

consistently difference of opinion as to ih.G form in which British

rule is to be extended over the Free State, without in the least

degree affecting the soundness of the argument that the Free

Staters and the colonists of the Cape and Natal should live

under the protection of a common national flag—that of Great

Britain, It is worthy of remark that the amended resolutions,

which speak of " the comparative dependence of the Orange
Free State on the Cape Colony and Natal," as, justifying the

belief that that State would "be desirous of returning again

under the dominion of the British Government, to which indeed

it but recently belonged," were framed by Mr. J. N. Boshoff,

the former President of the South African Republic, and will

not fail, it is hoped, in producing a salutary effect upon the

people of the Free State, and prevent them from blindly con-

tinuing under the baneful influence of the Hollander party.

Report says that, although the majority of the Afrikander Boers

are in favour of Brish rule, they are "too timid to sign peti-

tions" to the Queen of England in favour of it, as they have
been taught to believe that " it would be high treason to apply

to a Foreign Power." If the Burghers of the Orange Free

State be " wearied of their nominal independence and fruitless

freedom," they incur no danger in openly avowing their wishes.

The inhabitants of the land which was once the Sovereignty,

have not been "formally absolved from their allegiance to the

British Crown, and to this day, therefore, they are legally

British subjects." It is to be hoped, then, that I have succeeded

in showing that the Basuto question is not precisely in statu quo,

and that the cry, " Hurrah for Sir Philip !" which has been

raised at Fort Beaufort, and echoed in your editorial columns,

may welcome Her Majesty's High Commissioner " on the

northern bank of the Orange River," when he goes in a short

time to endeavour to settle the relations of the Colonies of the

Cape and Natal with the Free State and Basutoland on a peace-

ful and satisfactory basis, and that his efforts may redound in

the " extending of the blessings of Christianity, peace, and civi-

lization" beyond the limits of Her Majesty's present dominions
in South Africa.

Saturday, 19th September, 1868. COLONIST.
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A " Sufferer" and " Colonist."

Sib,—If the complaint of your correspondent be really bo7id

fide, I should indeed regret that my long "disquisitions"
regarding the Free State and Basutoland should have caused
such pain. I cannot, however, admit " that the question is not
sufl&ciently pressing to be worked up just now," although it

may be wanting in interest to many of your Cape Town readers.

It strikes me as rather singular, that immediately under your
editorial note, evidently sympathizing with poor " Sufferer,"

you should have inserted the well-timed letter of " British

Subject," which proves beyond doubt that the anomalous
position of Englishmen, compelled by the law of the Orange
Free State to wage war with their new fellow-subjects—the
Basutos, is worthy of fair discussion, at least by those who
have the true interests of this Colony, as well as of the Free
State, at heart. Surely, when the Cape merchants in London,
usually so apathetic and indifferent about Cape politics, think
it absolutely necessary to address the Duke of Buckingham on
this subject, and when even His Grace, if we may judge from
the paragraph, " British Extension," which appears in the same
issue of your journal, "is prepared to extend to the Zambesi
the red line which marks down on our maps the boundaries of

the British Empire, home and colonial," well meant attempts to

concentrate public attention in Cape Town upon "the blessed

Basuto" question ought not to " bore" the constituents of the

Standard. As " Scotus" has been referred to, I can assure the

gentleman who honours me with " his friendly warning" that

while I admire greatly the talents, outspokenness, and terse

writing of this valuable contributor to the Argus, I never felt in

the least annoyed by his reiterated rebuke of my " quoting
propensities." The truth is, I am always glad to quote what
appear to me to be the well-expressed opinions of others, if they
fortify my argument, and I have from time to time made
copious " extracts" from the Graham's Toim Journal, because it

always was, as I thought, particularly happy in its consistent

support of the recent peaceful policy of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment towards South Africa, and the conduct of Sir Philip

Wodehouse in carrying it out. Although it may be dangerous
to incur the further hostile criticism of. " Scotus," I must
venture the remark that the best part of even his forcible

condemnation of the rigid action of the Custom House authori-

ties, was, in my opinion, his quotation from Adam Smith.

Saturday, 26th September, 1868. COLONIST.
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fdtas to i\t (B^xtm of t\t Cape %Y§m,

The Free State.

Sirs,—Whatever may be said in general of the address to

the Governor, a copy of which appeared in your Thursday's
issue, there is one point of it which we think the community
ought not to overlook. We refer to the suggestion that the

Governor should exert his influence in order to have a union
effected between the Free State and Her Majesty's dominions
in South Africa. It appears from all accounts, though it may
be quite possible that nothing better could be accomplished,

that affairs between this Government and the Orange Free
State territory are meanwhile in very anomalous, unsafe, and
unsatisfactory condition. Suppose for instance (a thing very

likely to happen), that depredations to a large extent were to

be made by the Basutos on the property of the people in the

Free State. What would the consequences be ? The Free
State cannot apply to our Government ; for it does not admit
its right to interfere, nor will it condescend to hold any official

communication with our Governor. The course most likely to

be adopted, and which they appear to contemplate by continuing

their commandoes in the field, is to make reprisals, and thus

immediately we find ourselves at war with them. It may be
said it is more their interest than ours to avoid such an issue.

This may be perfectly true, but it is small consolation to us, if

we have to suffer, that greater suffering is caused to them. In
the present posture of things, they would not be wholly in-

excusable in punishing aggression ; and as for self-interest,

whilst the well-disposed and more respectable sort of people in

the Eepublic may be more anxious to avoid a collision with us
than we with them, it is well known that there is a number of

wild spirits there who wish for it ; and once blood is up, it is

not so easy to allay it again. We believe no one for a moment
proposes to annex the Orange territory by forcible means, or

without the consent of the inhabitants, expressed through their

representatives and Government. And the gain to the peace-

ably disposed part of the community would be much greater on
their side than it would be to us. At the same time, there are

very important interests which we ought to have at heart. The
cause of humanity is one of these. No really good man can be
indifferent to bloodshed, and burnings, starvation, and hang-
ings carried on and suffered without any appearance of coming
to an end, on our own borders. But the finer sensibilities of

humanity cannot be wounded without damage to lower and
more material interests. A small, independent community of



199

•white people on our frontier, with whom we have no right to

interfere, and who by their fewness cannot impress the natives

with respect, and by their losses are sooner or later prompted
to repel injury in the spirit of revenge, cannot long be expected
to maintain j)eaceful relations with them ; and when war breaks
out between the two parties we cannot enjoy the assurance and
advantages of peace. There is also another most material
point, which appeals to the most selfish regard which it is

possible for any of us to have, to our own personal interests,

not as a community only but as individuals also. The im-
poverishment of others affects the interests of everybody,

whether rich or poor, in a variety of ways. There is less to be

done, less to be sold, a greater scarcity of money, with corres-

ponding damage to the general credit ; and whilst our power to

sustain the public burdens is lessened, we have severally to

bear them to an increased amount. We are induced to employ
such transparent truisms, addressed to the lowest degree of

capacity and order of character, from the acknowledged apathy
in this country, as compared with most others—we say it with
regret—to claims of a higher kind, and from our deficiency, as

a people, in public spirit. Now, we understand that here in

Cape Town, and more particularly at Algoa Bay, an amount
of money, reckoned by hundreds of thousands, is at stake, and
which may very possibly be altogether lost unless things are

speedily made to flow in their former peaceful channel in the

Free State, credit there restored, and the courts ofjustice again

thrown open. Had we not more than exhausted the space to

which such a letter as this must be confined, we would have
gone on to show of what vast importance it must be to the

members of the Free State to become incorporated with us, or

at least to become subjects of the British Crown. On this head,

as well as on some others, such as the mode in which the

union may be brought about, we shall in one word refer to the

sensible letters in the Standard by " Colonist," with whose
views on the subject we may say that we very generally agree.

May 20, 1868. PAX.

Slavery in the Transvaal Eepublic.

Sir,—The Natal Legislative Council, in their natural abhor-

rence of "the system of slavery, under the guise of child-ap-

prenticeship," which is said to disgrace the country of the

Transvaal Republic, has spoken out decisively with the laud-

able intention of inducing Great Britain to apply some practi-

cal remedy to an evil fraught with danger to the peace, civiliza-

tion, and progress of South Africa. They have been, however,

perhaps too sanguine in anticipating that " the representatives

of Her Majesty's authority at NfliaLjiere they freed from the
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control of the High Commissioner, would be able successfully

to interfere iu the matter without entailing any troublesome or

costly complications on the Home Government." The Natal
resolutions, which have appeared in your columns, were evi-

dently meant to convey the opinion that Sir Philip Wodehouse
had treated with apathy and indifference the appeals which had
been made to him on this subject by Lieutenant-Governors
Scott and Maclean ; but it is thought that His Excellency, if

fairly judged, will not be found deserving of such an unworthy
imputation. Your readers will forgive me for i-eminding them
that as far back as December, 1855, Mr. Surtees, then Arbitra-

tor in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission at the

Cape, concluded a well-written despatch to the Earl at Claren-

don, as follows :
" In 1852 a treaty was concluded between Sir

George Cathcart and the Transvaal Boers, when their inde-

pendence being recognised, one of the articles stipulated that

slavery should not exist in the Transvaal territory ; but the

treaty omitted to provide any mode by which the stipulation

was to be enforced. Since the conclusion of that treaty, as

before, it has been constantly rumoured throughout this Colony,

that the children of the Bushmen and other natives were kept

iu slavery by the boers, sometimes being obtained by barter,

but often by force. The proclamation of Pretorius has now
established the truth. I am bound to state to your Lordship
my conviction that this evil, so long unchecked, and at length

openly acknowleged, as it is of no light character, is one that

calls for a speedy remedy." Mr. Surtees also enclosed a

memorandum of Mr. Shepstone, of Natal, and other documen-
tary evidence, clearly tending, as he maintained, " to establish

a known and openly practised system of kidnapping natives

and holding them in unremunerated servitude." This matter
was referred by the Foreign Office to Her Majesty's Secretary

of State for the Colonies, Mr. Labouchere, who in February,

1856, called upon Sir George Grey "for a full report of the

circumstances alleged in the communication from Mr. Surtees,

as far as it might be in his power to make one, in order to

enable Her Majesty's Government to judge what steps might
be advisable." The lucid report of Sir George Grey, contained

in his despatch of the 22nd of May, 1856, too long for inser-

tion here, may now be consulted with advantage on this point

;

but I am tempted to make the annexed extract therefrom in

the hope of justifying the conclusion, at first sight perhaps
unsound, at which Sir Philip Wodehouse arrived, when applied

to by Lieut-Governor Maclean, " that he was really quite at a

loss to discover in what manner he could interfere with any
prospect of success" :

—

(2.) The subject has engaged much of my attention, and I should have
reported regarding it at an earlier period, if I had seen my way clearly to

the course which I thought Her Majesty's Government ought to pursue in
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reference to it. But this is a difficult thing to decide. It is easy to say
that measures sbould be taken to put a stop to such practices ; but what
are the measures which will do this, is the question at issue ? whilst the

danger to be avoided is, taking measures which will only aggravate and
prolong the evils complained of, instead of putting an end to them.

(3.) Upon our north-eastern frontier we have two Republics, established

as such, and duly acknowledged as such by Great Britain, and this, in the
instance of one of them, in spite of the earnest entreaties and remonstrances

of a large number of the most wealthy and respectable of its inhabitants.

(4.) These Republics number amongst their populations many persons
who were for years the proprietors of slaves in a slave country, and whose
affections were in a great degree alienated from the British Government by
the manner in which slavery was put a stop to the Cape Colony.

(5.) The European inhabitants of the two Republics are also, compara-
tively speaking, few in number, and are surrounded by dense masses of

natives. Amongst them are many persons who, having lived for years on
the outskirts of civilization, unwillingly submit to any laws or restraints.

Does not this line of reasoning corroborate the opinion

apparently entertained by Sir Philip Wodehouse, that it would
be in vain to attempt to put down slavery in the Transvaal
regions, by merely making formal representations to the

Transvaal Government in condemnation of it ? Is not, indeed,

the only practical remedy for " the atrocities from which the

native races of South Africa are suffering," the extension " of

the salutary and beneficent influence" of the British Govern-
ment beyond the limits of its present jurisdiction on the African

continent ? With respect to the " alleged capture and sale of

children and other persons by Europeans residing without the

limits of this Colony," the Queen's representative at the Cape
may be right in saying that ** a bond fide inquiry would be

almost impracticable, and, moreover, it would be beyond the

power of the Transvaal Republic, admitting it to have the

inclination, to put down a trade which the boers must find very

tempting and profitable;" but it is confidently submitted that

this is no valid argument in support of Great Britain, so

renowned for the successful advocacy of the cause of the slave

in all parts of the world, continuing to take no step in exacting

the fulfilment of the positive stipulation in the agreement with
the Assistant Commissioners in 1852, " that no slavery is or

shall be permitted or practised in the country to the north of

the Vaal River by the emigrant farmers." The despatch of

Sir George Grey above referred to aptly concludes by advising

Her Majesty's Government " to authorize the High Com-
missioner either to abrogate or to modify, from time to time, the

treaties now existing with the Republics in our vicinity if they,

on their part, do not exert themselves to adhere to their engage-

ments to prevent slavery, or if they use the j)oncrs given to them

by those treaties in a manner or for j)urposcs which could never have

been contemiAated by Great Britain at the time they ivere concluded
;"

and it is suggested that the time has arrived when a due regard

to the interests of all parties concerned demands the abrogation

of these treaties, which guarantee the independence of the
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Orange Free State aud the Transvaal Republic, and prevent all

alliances of the British Government " with the coloured
nations north of the Vaal River." Even then, if the Com-
missioners about to be appointed by the Governor of the Cape
of Good Hope to visit the new gold-fields in South Africa,

already honoured with the name of Her Most Gracious Majesty,
should fail to establish the reality of gold in sufficient abundance
to remunerate the digger, their labours will not be lost if they
be in any degree instrumental in proving to the satisfaction of

the British people that justice alone requires the substitution

of British rule for that of the two South African Republics.

Cape Town, 26th September. CIVIS.

The Commission to the Gold-Fields.

Sirs,—Your correspondent " Inquirer" only represents the

general feeling when he complains of the apparent inaction of

the Cape Government in procuring trustworthy information re-

garding the alleged gold-fields in the Transvaal country. The
difiiculty of finding, as you say, in the Colony a competent
" professional gold surveyor" may be deemed by many satis-

factory to account for the delay in the appointment of the Com-
mission, but your practical suggestion of " letting the diploma-

tic commissioner start in advance" seems to merit the favour-

able consideration of the Governor. The anxious curiosity

about " the richness and extent of the auriferous regions" is

certainly not confined to Cape Town ; for the Grahcuns Town
Journal, in referring to the Port Elizabeth and Queen's Town
diggers already far advanced in their journey to the South
African gold mines, amusingly asks, "When will the Commis-
sion—the Government party—leave Cape Town ?" and " strong-

ly recommends His Excellency to appoint himself," or " if Sir

Philip cannot go, to send the new Board of Examiners." A
gentleman also of long standing in the Orange Free State,

most competent from local experience as a traveller to form an
opinion, writes thus :

—" I do not think anything of the diffi-

culties and dangers to be encountered in reaching the Gold-

fields, but I can easily foresee that great difficulties and dangers

will arise after the fields have been reached, unless the Govern-
ment takes early measures to prevent them. I do not know
Sir Philip, and therefore cannot say whether he be equal to the

emergency ; but were Sir George Grey here, he would act sharp

in the interests of England and her people, and have the British

Government represented without delay in the gold region." If

the Natal press be at all correct in its sanguine predictions

"that the new gold workings, carried on by free European
men, will have the wholesome and happy effect of stopping the

vile traffic in young native children now carried on by the Boers



203

of the Transvaal, under the false pretext of apprenticeship,"
would not Sir Philip Wodehouse be exercising a wise discretion
in giving Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner of the Mixed
British and Portuguese Commission at the Cape the oppor-
tunity of making himself useful in collecting authentic infor-
mation as to the quantity and quality of the auriferous quartz
in the territory of Macen, who is so desirous of becoming a
British subject ? If Mr. Layard be only half as anxious as his
predecessor, Mr. Surtees, to preserve the consistency of Great
Britain with respect to the emancipation of slaves and the
checking of the slave trade on the East Coast of Africa, he
would work with zeal and energy to establish the reality of gold
in South Africa, and, perhaps, if he were successful, the Im-
perial Government might be induced to contribute to the costs
of the Commission, which would be an agreeable surprise to
the Cape Parliament, notwithstanding its recent liberality in
having given the Governor a carte hlanche in the matter. I
know that the evidence which as yet has been produced makes
many persons look with suspicion on the pictures which have
been drawn of the resources of the new Victoria Gold-fields

;

but, as even in the present uncertainty of the real state of
things, many are not prevented from " trying their luck" at the
South African Diggings, the sooner some official report can be
published on the subject, the better for all parties concerned.

Cape Town, 1st October, 1868. ANGLO-AFEICAN.

The Free State Burghers and the Basutos.

Sirs,—It is somewhat remarkable that Mr. President Brand's
reply to the requisitions sent him to stand again for the Presi-

dentship, in which he makes an appeal to the " fuithful

hurghers, trusting in Providence, to work together in unity and love

for the prosperity of the State,'' should appear in your columns
this morning in juxtaposition to a communication from a cor-

respondent of the Graham's Town Journal, which discloses a
demoralizing system of robbery and bloodshed alleged to be
** tolerated at least, if not sanctioned, by the Free State Govern-
ment." Your editorial comments upon the new complexion
thus given to " the Basuto raids" seem practical and just ; and
it is but natural that you should express the hope " that, when
the boundary line is fixed, and Basutoland occupied by the

British Government, these scandals will cease." Many, how-
ever, who, in common with you, duly appreciate the good inten-

tions of the Queen's Ministers to restore peace to South Africa,

will, I think, concur with me in doubting whether you be not ra-

ther too sanguine in anticipating that the mere settlement of the

geographical line which is in future to divide Her Majesty's new
territory—Basutoland—from that of the Republic—the Orange
Free State—will be completely efficient in putting an end to the
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wretched and chronic warfare between the Boers and the Basutos.
When in 1842 Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies

was called upon to provide a remedy for the then existing state

of hostilities between " the emigrant Dutch farmers from the
Cape of Good Hope and the Zoolahs and other tribes," he
decided " upon the recognition of the territory of Port Natal as
a British Colony," whose subsequent peaceful career with its

large native population is the most convincing proof that he
was right. The lucid despatch, bearing date 13th December,
1842, of the Earl of Derby, then Lord Stanley, is well worthy
of being referred to at the present moment, and might, perhaps,

afford some useful hints even to the High Commissioner in his

coming negotiations with the Free State authorities ; and, as

throwing light upon the point under discussion, I must crave

leave to make a quotation from that despatch.

I fear, moreover, that in the present state of the population, many of

their acts, whether towards each other, towards the native tribes within
their limits, or towards those who surround them, might be such as the
British Government could neither approve nor permit ; that disunion and
jealousies among themselves would require the intervention of some
supreme authority, and that Her Majesty could not safely entrust the
emigrant farmers with the unchecked management of the Kafirs within
their territory, nor repose entire confidence in the moderation and temper
with which they might repel the aggressions or avenge the occasional

depredations of the border tribes.

A Bloemfontein correspondent of the Friend of the Free State

reports that Mr. Adderley, the Under Secretary of State for

the Colonies, had "told the deputation that the abandonment
of the Sovereignty was a great mistake ;" and, perhaps, after

all, the Eev. Mr. Vandewall, on his return from England, which
is very shortly expected, may have it in his power to satisfy the

people of the Orange Free State that if they only ask for the

re-assertion of British authority over that State, their prayer

will be granted. At any rate, it is submitted that the line of

reasoning adopted by the Earl of Derby, who, doubtless, still

possesses great influence over Her Majesty's present advisers,

when he declined in 1842, "to admit the independence of

the emigrants at Natal, and to disclaim all responsibility

respecting them," would justify an appeal to the Home Govern-
ment from British subjects on the northern bank of the Orange
Eiver, in favour of the reversal of the fatal policy of abandon-

ment on various good grounds, besides the fact that Sir George
Clerk's Convention had never been ratified and confirmed by
Act of Parliament. It remains to be seen whether the many
conditions upon which Mr. Brand " accepts the candidateship

as President" will be fulfilled. If the Friend be at all a fair

exponent of public opinion in the Orange Free State, it seems
doubtful whether " the result of the election icill show that it is

almost the unanimous wish of the burfjhers to see again at their head"

one who so strenuously opposed the peaceful British interven-

1
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tion to stay the bloody hands of war, and took so decided and
active a part in inducing the Volksraad to treat Her Majesty's

High Commissioner with contempt when he was prepared to

negotiate, and " to give the fullest consideration to the just

claims of the Free State." But perhaps you are right in

thinking that " your enlightened and plucky contemporary of

the Free State, the anxious advocate of the resumption of the

British Sovereignty over the territory beyond the Orange Eiver,"

is too "hard upon Mr. Brand," in ascribing to "his mal-
administration of the Government" the misfortunes of the

State. The republican system of government is ill-suited and
weak, and the welfare of the Burghers and Basutos, as well as

that of the British Colonies of the Cape and Natal, requires a
total change of dynasty northward of the Orange Eiver. All

South Africa must become British. It is idle to attempt to

make separate nationalities out of the same races—for what
are we at the Cape, Natal, the Free State, and the Transvaal,

but Englishmen and Boers ? Whether, then, Mr. Brand be
triumphantly returned or not on the 12th of November, it is

hoped that his presidential career will not be long, because the

opinion which has been expressed, " That the Free State can
never be really independent, happy, or glorious until the British

flag once more waves on the Fort of Bloemfontein," is earnestly

believed to be founded on truth and justice, and to be entitled

to favourable consideration by the constituents of the President

and Volksraad, before Sir Philip Wodehouse enters upon the

puzzling question of amicably deciding the future limits of

Basutoland on equitable terms, satisfactory to all parties

concerned.

Saturday, 10th October, 1868. CIVI3.

The Two South African Kepublics.

Sirs,—Although the Cape Parliament seemed to dread even
to discuss during the last long session the tedious Basuto
question, it is consolatory to know that, about the same time
that the Natal Legislature resolved to recommend to the favour-

able consideration of Her Majesty's Government the annexation
of the two Kepublics situated on the borders of this Colony and
Natal, the Cape merchants in London were usefully engaged in

bringing to the notice of His Grace the Duke of Buckingham
their faithful resume of the history of the Sovereignty, which
may be regarded as a " counter-blast" to the representations of

the delegates from the Orange Free State. In a former letter

I ventured to transfer to your columns a telling extract from
the despatch of Sir George Grey of the 22nd May, 185G, re-

porting upon the then alleged existence of slavery in the Trans-
vaal country ; and I now presume to trespass upon the patience

of your readers by annexing a further quotation from that
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statesmanlike document, which appears to me to be particularly

appropriate to the present crisis in Southern Africa.

On another point connected with this subject I have formed opinions
which I ought to express. The treaties at present existing between our-
selves and the Transvaal Kepublic and the Orange Free State amount, in
fact, to this : That we must enter into no treaties with native tribes ; that
we must allow no native tribes to obtain arms and ammunition ; that we
must allow the two Republics to obtain auch arms and ammunition as they
require. I think that power ought to be given to me in some measure to

modify these treaties, if a necessity for my so doing arises. In mxj viind,

these treaties amount on our part to a declaration that we abandon the

coloxired races to the mercy of the two Republics. If, from a determination
to embark in no further operations in South Africa, we had resolved to

remain strictly ueutral, I could understand it. But in this case we do
much more than remain neutral ; and if, as is now asserted by many well-

informed persons, a general combination of the coloured tribes is being
attempted to be formed against us, I fear that these treaties have naturally

had some influence upon the chiefs who have joined the confederacy. It

xcould be well, I think, to consider how far such stipulations consist with
the honour and greatness of Great Britain, or, at least, ichether there are

not many circumstances under lohich such stipulations ought not to be

maintained.

By the Transvaal Convention of 1852, "Her Majesty's

Assistant Commissioners disclaim all alliances whatever and
with whomsoever of the coloured nations to the north of the

Vaal Eiver ;" and the second clause of Sir George Eussell

Clerk's Convention of 1854, the fruitful source of bloodshed

beyond the Orange River, is as follows :
—" The British Grovem-

ment has no alliance whatever with any native chiefs or tribes

to the northward of the Orange Eiver, with the exception of

the Griqua Chief, Captain Adam Kok ; and Her Majesty's

Government has no wish or intention to enter hereafter into

any treaties which may be injurious or prejudicial to the

interests of the Orange Eiver Government." We know that

the Free State Volksraad, under the auspices of Mr. President

Brand, has protested against the recent reception of the Basuto
nation as British subjects as a breach of the contract on the

part of Great Britain ; and if the new Victoria Gold-fields on
the African continent should fortunately turn out so rich in

auriferous quartz as to justify the British people in urging upon
Her Most Gracious Majesty to grant the prayer of the Bamang-
wato chief, Macen, to be placed on the same footing with

Moshesh, the Transvaal Government, with Mr. Pretorius at

their head, may perhaps raise a similar objection. Although
there may not be much legal force in this objection, the spirit

of these two ill-judged Conventions certainly seems to be " the

abandonment by Great Britain of the coloured races to the

mercy of the two Eepublics ;" and, therefore, the sooner they

are totally abrogated, the better. It will be recollected that

Sir George Grey, in the despatch above referred to, suggested

"that the High Commissioner should be authorized either to

abrogate or to modify, from time to time, the treaties existing
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with the Eepublics in our vicinity ;" and it is much to be hoped
that the Queen's present representative at the Cape, when he
repeats his promised visit to the banks of the Orange River,

will be clothed by the Home Government with the necessary
" power" recommended by his far-seeing and justly popular
predecessor. When Sir Philip Wodehouse was last at Aliwal
North, his reported speeches on the reception of the ten gentle-

men from Bloemfontein, and the delay in his acknowledgment
of the letter from the chairman of the Port Elizabeth Chamber
of Commerce, which conveyed the hint " that it would he a source

ofimmense relief' to this Colony if, in the course of the negotiations ivith

Mr. President Brand, it should so happen that His Excellencij were to

see the way to bring the Orange Free State again under British rule, by

annexation, federation, or otherwise,'' led to the conclusion that he
was rather too delicately scrupulous about being accused of

tampering with the independence of the Orange Free State
Republic, But it is respectfully submitted that it would not be
a very extravagant hypothesis now to assume that His Excel-
lency, after having on his return to Cape Town clearly coincided

with the opinion expressed " that the severance of the Free
State from this Colony was a misfortune to both communities,"
and after having also declared in the Prorogation Speech " that

he regarded the measures which severed from their allegiance

the European communities in those regions to have been
founded in error ; and that it would be a blessing for all if, with
their general and hearty concurrence, they could be restored in

'a general sense to their former position," will, in the coming
conference to settle the boundaries of Basutoland, be found to

be less anxious " to avoid giving the Free State Government a

pretext for asserting that he was plotting its overthrow," as

well perhaps as that of the Transvaal Republic.

Cape Town, 26th October, 1868. CIVIS.

British Subjects in the Free State.

Sirs,—While the Advertiser and Mail laudably reiterates the

opinion that " it is in the highest degree desirable that British

rule should be resumed over the interior Republics," it scorn-

fully derides the idea that the case of Mr. Bowden, of Philip-

polis, who has been punished by the Orange Free State authori-

ties for "drawing up a strong protesting document" against

Englishmen being compelled to go on commando against the

Basutos, calls for the intervention of Her Majesty's High
Commissioner. Many, however, who cannot help thinking that

the real point at issue is involved in the question so forcibly

put by the " plucky" editor of the Friend of the Free State,

" What British-born subject, unabsolved from his allegiance,

would, after reading the Proclamation of the 12th of March,
1868, ' of which all Her Majesty's subjects in South Africa are
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required to take notice,' have the hardihood, or feel at liberty

to wage war with the Basutos ;" will hesitate to bow implicitly

to the decision of your contemporary, that any appeal by Mr,
Bowden or his friends to Sir Philip Wodehonse would be
" utterly unreasonable and absurd." To me, at least, it seems
that the point will well bear discussion, and without admitting

or denying the soundness of the conclusion, that a citizen of

the Orange Free State, so long as it remains an independent
Republic, is bound to fight against Moshesh and his tribe, I

desire rather to submit, through the medium of your columns,
that, if the argument of the learned professor based upon the

analogy of " the case of an English-born subject domiciled in

the United States of America during the late war" be sound,

the anomalous position of British subjects "on the northern
bank of the Orange River" would justify Great Britain in at

once planting her flag at the fort of Bloemfontein, as well as at

Thaba Bosigo. Without attempting to argue the question,

which perhaps would be tedious to your readers, I prefer to

quote the two annexed extracts, speaking for tliemselves, from
the despatches of the late Duke of Newcastle to Sir George
Clerk, bearing date 14th November, 1853, and 14th January,
1854 :—
The precise form and substance of the instrument by which Her Majesty's

authority is to be terminated is yet under discussion, but you may rely on
it that sufiGicient care will be taken in framing it not to render it operative

until all necessary preliminaries are accomplished. With regard to the
question which appears to have been raised, whether the inhabitants of the
Sovereignty would be fully released from their allegiance to Her Majesty,

I have to state that they undoubtedly will be so from that allegiance which
results at present from their being domiciled in a portion of her dominions.
Whether or not such of them as were born elseivhere, subjects of the Crown
and emigrated as such to the Sovereignty, will be freed from that native tie

of allegiance, is a question Schick I am not immediately prepared to ansiver,

and which perhaps the parties interested have themselves not fully considered,

inasmuch as the severance of that tie, while it would scarcely produce them
any real addition to their independence, would make them strangers and
aliens in the event of their returning to their former country, and deprive
them of the power of inheriticg lands and other privileges of British sub-
jects within British dominion.

And again :

—

It will be competent to Her Majesty's Government to have recourse to

Parliament afterwards, should occasion arise, in order to obtain additional
authority, to obviate any difficulties which may arise from the abandon-
ment ; but they are not at present aware of any probability that this will

be necessary. With respect to the question of the allegiance of the

inhabitants who may have been born in British dominions either within
or without the Sovereignty, there is, I believe, little doubt that no measure
resting on the Queen's prerogative only for its authority could release them
from the tie of such native allegiance. An Act of Parliament would be

required for iucit a purpose. But for the reasons already adverted to in my
despatch of the 14t/j November last, I do not consider it necessary to apply
to Parliament on this ground. It is probable that the inhabitants of the
future commonwealth would generally prefer to retain the rights of British

subjects rather than become wholly aliens, and subject to the ordinary
capacity of aliens within Her Majesty's dominions.
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The principle of law referred to iu the above extracts by the

Duke of Newcastle is thus laid down by Blackstone :
—" Natural

allegiance is such as is due from all men born within the

Sovereign's dominions immediately upon their birth ; it cannot
be forfeited, cancelled, or altered by any change of time, place,

or circumstance, nor by anything but the united concurrence of the

Leyislature." Does it not therefore follow that Her Majesty's
" Orange Eiver Territory Proclamation" of the 30th January,
1854, together with the celebrated Convention of Sir George
Clerk, were insufficient in law to make the British subjects

who inhabited the land which was once the Sovereignty " a

free and independent people ?" Is not the subjoined allegation

in the memorial from the Cape merchants in London to His
Grace the Duke of Buckingham a true version of the story '?

When, in the year 1854, the fatal measure of withdrawing British rule

was decided upon, and the territory was abandoned to the inhabitants, they

were not formally absolved from their allegiance to the British Crown, and to

this day therefore they are legally British subjects, a fact which has either

been lost sight of by the Home and Colonial Governments, or otherwise
disregarded for obvious reasons.

The Advertiser and Mail says :
" Mr. Bowden was determined

to make a martyr of himself, and perhaps many British subjects

on both sides of the Orange Eiver will see cause to regret that

ill-health has prevented him frorh pining in a dungeon at

Bloemfontein, and thereby exciting the commiseration and
securing the interposition in his behalf of the Queen of England's
representative at the Cape of Good Hope." It seems almost

a pity that the l(csa majestas of " the Independent Republic
"

was appeased by so small a sum as £25 sterling, particularly if

a larger fine or a longer term of imprisonment would have had
the effect of ensuring a due " vindication of the rights of British

subjects" within the Orange Free State.

Cape Town, 16th November, 1868. CIVIS.

flabing %x\uks of tlje jfrirnir of tijt Jfrtc S^tixit

Bloemfontein, July 24, 1868.

To believe, as we believe, that it would have been better for the Free
State to compromise matters with His Excellency, and to agree to join him
in a petition to the Home Government for the re-annexation of the Free
State to the Colony—to believe this,—will not help the matter under discus-

sion, which is, what should be done now that the Free State has pursued a
diametrically opposite course ? We only see two sources of hope for the
Free State now ; and that is, first, that events may so shape themselves
that, instead of the present Government, there may be one in office pre-
pared to treat for re-annexation ; or, second, contrary to all hopes, that the
delegates of the Free State, now on their way home, should have " secret

instructions," authorising them to compromise matters and to consent to

waive all claims, provided ro-annoxation were agreed to. There is very little

r
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apparent hope to be entertained in either case, and in the meantime matters
will probably remain as they are, and one of the finest sections of South
Africa be left a prey to the most miserable of Governments.

—

Eastern Pro-
vince Herald.

We take over the above paragraph from the Eastern Province

Herald, last week received here. We do so because we think it

just possible, though we must say it is more than we can expect,

that, as suggested by our Port Elizabeth contemporary, our dele-

gates now, if all be right, arrived in London, may have received
" secret instructions, authorising them to compromise matters,

and to consent to waive all claims, provided re-annexation were
agreed to." We repeat, we do not anticipate that this is the

course to be adopted by our delegates ; but still, as drowning
men are said to catch at straws, so we would catch at this idea,

and would fain hope that some such clause may form part of

the " secret instructions" delivered by the Eaad to Messrs. Van
de Wall and De Villiers, at its final interview with those gen-

tlemen, which, it will be remembered, took place with " closed

doors." And now that the Herald has refreshed our memory,
we call to mind that Mr. Advocate Hamelberg was understood
to have declared that, provided he had seen his way clear to

undertake the mission to England, he would not have done so,

without first receiving full authority, in the event of the protest

proving ineffectual, to demand of the Home Government the con-

ditions on which this State might or would be re-annexed to the

British Empire. This report may or may not be true ; but such
was currently reported and believed at the time. The delegates

(Van de Wall and De Villiers) are, we know, personally neither

of them opposed to re-annexation ; but would, on the contrary,

up to a very recent date, have greatly rejoiced if " a consummation
so devoutly to be wished' ' could by any means have been accom-
plished. These gentlemen are, however, doubtless bound to

act as nearly as possible in accordance with the spirit of their

instructions, whatever these may be. At any rate, for the

present, we will hope that our legislators had the good sense to

give their delegates a carte blanche to act as they thought best

for the good of the State, after every argument had been tried

and had proved unavailing, to induce the British Government
to withdraw its protectorate from over the Basutos. The dele-

gates sent home by this country in 1853, the Eev. Andrew
Murray and Dr. Eraser, were despatched on a widely different

mission, viz., solemnly to p)rotest against the abandonment or

withdrawal of the British Government from this State. They
arrived in England too late. Though they admittedly repre-

sented and were delegated by the only duly elected and real

representatives of the people. Sir George Clerk seized the

opportunity of their absence to treat with certain spurious

representatives who came to Bloemfontein, armed with what
was popularly termed at the time a lastbrief or warrant, the

collective signatures to which, from all parts of the country,
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amouuted, we are credibly informed, to no more than 227.

The result was that these individuals, representing 227 men
and boys, had come to terms with Sir G. Clerk, and had agreed

to take over the Government almost before the Eev. A. Murray
and Dr. Fraser had sailed from the Cape. We do not say that

history will in this case repeat itself, but it is not by any means
improbable. We should not be surprised, even next week, to

hear that the Cambrian had brought a despatch to Bis Excel-

lency Sir P. Wodehouse, containing full and final instructions

on the subject ; and if so we may rest assured that the present

deputation, like that of 1853-54, will have arrived too late.

Should the Home Government, on receipt of the Proclamation
and the first despatches of Sir PhiUp, have come to a final

decision on the Basuto question, no deputation nor any amount
of protests will affect that decision. Mr. C. B. Adderley, it is

true, talks in such a way in the English House of Commons,
when replying to the queries of his political opponents, as to

raise the hopes of the Government party here ; but still there

is no material divergence between his remarks and the text of

the despatch of the Duke of Buckingham, under which the

Basutos were proclaimed British subjects. Mr. Adderley has, of

course, to be very guarded on such occasions when he is called

upon, after due notice, to act as the mouthpiece of Government
in enunciating the views of Her Majesty's Ministers on any great

colonial question. He, like the Hon. Kichard Southey in the

Cape, must not tell too much, or by so doing he would be
playing into the hands of the opposite party. The sole object

of his reply was evidently to show that the new arrangements
were to be carried out without expense to the Imperial treasury.

It is a matter of gratulation to all well-wishers of this country,

that by the last mail-steamer we learn that the present

(Disraeli) Ministry will remain in office till the end of the

session, and therefore till this Basuto and Fi-ee State imbroglio
shall be settled. Nothing could be more disadvantageous to

this State, under its present circumstances, than a change of

Ministry in England. But whatever may be the result of the

protest, we have no apprehensions for the future. Re-annexa-
tion, sooner or later, must come : it is merely a question of

time. From whence came (and are coming still) the population
of the Orange Free State ?—The British colonies. For one
foreigner who may find his way here during the next ten years,

there will be a hundred British colonial-born subjects. What
will this country be twenty-five years hence, provided the

present system be permitted to continue so long ? What is the
spirit of antagonism to Great Britain here to grow to—Hol-
landers playing pitch and toss with British interests and
English subjects, to the latter's ruin ? What an anomaly for

British subjects, unabsolved of their allegiance, to be repairing

to the Fnreujn Office for the redress of tlioir grievances ; and
actually threatening to appeal to Foreign powers ! Such a
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state of things cannot long continvie. Besides, the British

Govei'nmcnt might now resume its sovereignty here without
additional expense. It might be stipulated beforehand that we
were to bear the whole of the charges of our Government.
Since 1854 the annual revenue of the coimtry has i-isen, in

times of peace, to about £55,000 annually ; and for this a
decent and respectable Government might very well be carried

on. Our annual exports too have increased in sijite of war
and bad government, till they have been estimated as follows :

—Wool, £280,000 ; ostrich feathers, £15,000 ; hides and skins,

£10,000; cattle and horses, £10,000 ;—together, £265,000.
Most of the diamonds too discovered up to the presert time,

have been found on this side of the Yaal Kiver, in the Free
State districts of Boshof and Jacobsdal. Then the Free State

is the highway to the newly-discovered South African Gold-
fields, and forms the connecting liuk between the two British

Colonies of the Cape and Natal. Both these Colonies, moreover,
are strongly in favour of the re-annexation of the Free State,

and have always been closely connected with it by trade and
family ties. In conclusion, then, we trust that the ultimate

result of the deputation to England will be the re-annexation
of this State to the British Empire, either as a separate Colony
or as a province of the Cape or Natal. Nothing less will help

us. If longer left to ourselves, we shall, both as a State and
people, inevitably be reduced to beggary and ruin.

Re-annexation.

Bloemfontein, July 31, 1868.

An esteemed correspondent at Harrismith writes us by the

last post, under date the 24th inst. :
—"A strong feeling pre-

vails here that this division (Harrismith district) ought to be

annexed to Natal ;" while a second correspondent, residing at

Abrikooskop, writing on same day, remarks that " The Boers

here, to get out of their present difficulties, would not object to

become British subjects." These we look upon as healthy

signs of the times, and go far to show which way public opinion

is tending. It is but natural that Harrismith should feel a

desire to be annexed to the British Colony of Natal, situated as

it is on the immediate border of that Colony, and thus enjoying

constant and continual intercourse with its inhabitants. The
people of Harrismith cannot but feel the superiority of the form
of Government under which their neighbours are living, which,

though perhaps not all that the pushing and intelligent

Natalians would wish it to be, is still far preferable to our own.
For instance, in Natal the people are seldom if ever called out

to serve on commandoes against the native tribes, and conse-

quently arc never mulct in fines for breaches of the commando
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law ; evcn-lianded justice is dealt out alike to all, by three

competent judges learned in the law ; British coin is in circula-

tion, in place of bluebacks and good-fors as here ; and, more-
over, the large native population have such trust and confidence

in British justice, that all wars with them have been avoided

from the time that the English Government took possession,

now some twenty-three years since ; while here we have had
nothing but wars for the past four years, to say nothing of the

three little wars in the days of Presidents Hoffman and Boshof.

Harrismith has, moreover, all along complained that it derives

no appreciable benefit from its union with the Free State or

Bloemfoutein Government, beyond being graciously permitted

to pay taxes, quit-rents, non-occupation tax, transfer dues

;

likewise to send its burghers on our commandoes, and in return

to receive no protection or fostering care in any shape whatever.

No bridges or ponts are erected at the river drifts, as in Natal,

no roads constructed, but everything left to a state of nature.

Such, whether well or ill-founded, are some of the complaints

against our paternal Government. Should Basutoland be

annexed to Natal, there is but little doubt that Harrismith
would shortly thereafter make application to be permitted to

enjoy the same privilege. We cannot but believe that it would
prove an unspeakable blessing to the W'hole community were
the Free State, as far as the Modder Eiver, united to Natal, and
the other half to the Cape Colony. The pretended freedom of

the Free State has already proved, and is proving, a veiy

serious obstacle to progress and to the advance of civiliza-

tion in South Africa. Does any one doubt this, we
would remind them of the following painful facts :—The
proposed electric telegraph has been turned aside, and the

idea of its passing through the State abandoned ; the bridge

over the Orange Eiver thwarted ; foreign banks expelled

;

the influx of capital checked ; railways not to be thought of

;

Christian missionaries driven out of Basutoland ; educated and
enlightened men and capitalists prevented by our wars and
obnoxious laws from settling here. These are some of the

special disadvantages of our mis-called freedom ; but Eepublics

have moreover proved a curse in all ages, and in all parts of

the world. Instance the greatest of modern Eepublics, the

so-called United States of North America, its recent civil war,

and present attempts to coerce and rule the losing or weaker
party with a rod of iron, the one President (Davis) kept for

years in chains and suspense, awaiting his trial for high treason,

and the other, the President of the victorious states, impeached
by Congress, and standing his trial before the Senate ; the con-

sequent commotion and instability which has all to be paid for,

and must come out of the pockets of the people. Lock at the

Eepublics of South America, the whole of which are wealthy
and powerful compared to ours ; these are even now at war

;

and never, for any length of time, are at peace with their
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neighbours or themselves. They seldom retain the same
president for many years or months together. In these

Republics even life is not secure. Internal broils and com-
motions are of constant occurrence, in the midst of which a
president or general, or some man of mark, is sure to be assassi-

nated. Compare this for a moment with the blessings of a
monarchy, with representative institutions and equal laws, in

which no periodical upheavings, shakings, or divisions ever take

place. "What is the freedom which is not to be found under a

monarchical form of goverment ? What is it that our boer

population desire ? If not peace, plenty, equal rights, and low
taxation, we really wish they would explain. What are our
true interests ? Certainly not the supporting of the machi-
nations of crafty and designing men. Why should this fine and
productive country ever remain the prey of such ? In the year

1858, when our commandoes had been beaten back and had
retreated from before Thaba Bosigo, Mr. Boshof, and even the

Hollanders (only a few were then here) were in favour of, and
pleaded for, annexation or federation ; but in 1868, on the

petitions for federation being read in the Volksraad, J. Serfon-

tein, instigated by Hollanders, opposed the movement, and pro-

posed a counter resolution, which had been carefully prepared

and placed in his hands. The 1550 memorialists at that time
pleaded for annexation to avoid war with the Basutos ; but the

Hollanders, fearing the loss of their independence, and firmly

believing that we, unaided, could smash up that tribe, would not

listen to reason, and persuaded the boer members to look at the

question in the same light. Our Dutch farmers, like many
greater and wiser people, were easily persuaded that they were
a mighty nation, and that they could or ought to put do\^n

the zwart natie with comparative ease. The result was, our
burghers, for an undisciplined force, fought upon the whole well

—to a certain extent subdued the Basutos—and we really

believe that this State would have long since enjoyed permanent
peace, had it not been for the surpassing folly of our Volksraad
and Goverment ; firstly, in depriving the Basutos of too much
land ; and, secondly, in leaving the country unoccupied for a

whole year after the signing of the treaty ceding the same.
Nothing could have been more unwise, nay criminally and
wilfully foolish, than at that time to shitt our eyes to the fact

that the ceded territory would inevitably be again re-occupied

by its former owners, the Basutos. But this was all of a piece

with our other blundering and dishonesty. To encourage the

burghers to fight, a fair division of the spoil—corn, live stock,

and Iimd, had been promised by high authority, if not by the

Eaad, and the latter, if not previously, afterwards promised a

fair division of the proceeds of the sale of the same. What is

the result ? The land has been sold to the highest bidder, and
the division of the i^-oceeds are nil! The money which had
at first been separately lodged in the Bank, has since been
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clrawu out by order of the Volksraad, mixed up with the general

revenue of the country, and appropriated towards defraying the

debt caused by the wilful waste and foolish extravagance of our

Government, for by what other language can it be designated,

when we consider that it has gone to keep a force in the field,

doing nothing from April last, from which time we might have
entered into a satisfactory and permanent arrangement with

Sir Philip Wodehouse ; in supporting a weak and silly protest

;

and in sending a deputation to England, which is merely
another scheme to enslave us to the so-called independence.

If England would but recognize her manifest mission in this

land, she would and ought, as in India, to reach forth her hand
ahead, and place Government agents with the different native

tribes of the interior, with a view to their gradual absorption

and incorporation in the " Empire on which the sun never

sets." She cannot stand still. Not to advance is to retrograde.

How can England pretend to fulfil her high mission and large

Christian professions, if she allow the aborigines to be handed
over to the tender mercies of the advancing and lawless bands
of her white subjects, who are even now pouring into the

interior ? Kay, she must and will advance into this opening
continent, in spite of herself and of all ojiposition. She keeps

the reins, the seaports, and can undoubtedly rule the whole
continent, up to the Portuguese settlements, icithoiit troops. Her
name and support, and our arms are sufficient. The name of

England eveiywhere works wonders with niggers.

STATISTICS OF THE OKANGE FREE STATE.

(compiled from the " FRIEND.")

Value of annual imports into the Orange Free State from Eng-
land, the Cape Colony, and Natal £300,000

Value of annual exports, viz. :

—

Wool, 23,000 hales, value each, £10 £230,000
Ostrich feathers, &c 15,000
Hides 10,000
Cattle and Horses 10,000

265,000
Value of exports in 1854, year of the British abandonment 25,000
Colonial trade through the Free State to the Transvaal 25,000
Trade with the Transvaal Republic, about £20,000 imports, and

a like amount of exports yearly.

Amount of debts oviing to the Standard Bank and other colonial

banks and loan companies 100,000
Amount owing to Port Elizabeth and other colonial merchants. . 550,000
Amount of land and other property in the Free State held by

colonists and other British subjects 150,000
Amount of Government paper bluebacks in circulation 125,000
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Amount of debts of the Free State Govorninont, viz. :
—

Balance Governraentnotes (bluobacks) £39,000
Due local banks 51,000
Sundry debts 15,000

£105,000
The amount of Government paper (bluebacks) originally issued

was £130,000, but £5,000 have lately been redeemed, and of

the £125,000 now in circulation £86,000 have been lent out
to the Boers and others on the security of property, &c.,

which loans yield an annual revenue of £5,1G0 to the Govern-
ment. The £86,000 here mentioned as an asset, and the
Government debt under the head of paper circulation (blue-

backs), is therefore left at £89,000, as before stated.

Annual expense of carrying on the Government in the time of

peace 55,000

Number of sheep in the Orange Free State 2,500,000
Total white population of the country 37,000
Note.—No census having been taken since 1855, either of the population,

number of sheep, <fec., the figures are, of course, bat an approximate
calculation.

Revenue and Expenditure of the OnANaE Free State for the Yea.r

ENDING THE IST APRIL, 1868.

I. REVENUE.

Quitrents £7,710 11 11

Sales of Public Lands 131 8

Transfer Dues 10,077 8 9

Licenses 4,359 3 4

Fees of Office 1,422 8 1

Fines 1,335 13 8

Postage Receipts 2,456 18 9

Stamps .^ 2,947 13 9

Auction Dues 715 10 8

Inspection of Lands 31 14 6

Sale of Ammunition 4,762 15

Commando Receipts 1,707 7 3

Tolls and Pontage Dues 847 8 9

Succession Duty 565 16 6

Native Hut Tax 529 19 11

Pound Sales 212 1 2

Miscellaneous 705 14 10

Fees (Orphan Chamber) 357 7 5

Import Duty on Munitions of War 718 12 3

Sale of Postage Stamps 480 6 2

Funds for Ruined Burghers 2,428 3

Cape Government Postal Allowance 600

Cape Colonial Postage 150

Total Revenue for the year ending 1st April, 1868 £45,254 11

Balance in hand 1st April, 1867 £1,562 16

Borrowed Capital 68,400
69,962 16

Total of Year's Receipts £115,216 16 11

II. EXPENDITURE.

Civil and Judicial £10,365 8 11

Police 2,323 10 7

Church and Schools 3,602 11 6

Ammunition 12,330 19

Stationery 1,007 1 2
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Administration of Justice £2,234 17

Gaols and Police 2,084 3 8

Hospitals 973 6 1

Ministers (Consuleut) 32

House-rent 353 8 G

Wagon-hire 204 8 9

Conveyance of Mails 3,185 6 10

Pablic Works and Buildings 566 16 9

Presents to Native Chiefs 97 8 10

Roads, Streets, and Bridges 17 1 6

Allowances to Members of Eaad 2,301 5 6

Land Commissions 374 10

Commando Expenses 31,869 11 4
Border Police 6

Artillery Corps (Treasurer-General) 4,250

Carrying Expenses 218 13 6

Heemraden and others 93 10 6

Unforeseen Expenditure 4,110 13 5

Printing 933 5 10

College 270
Interest on Loan 2,592 16

Import Duty 19 14 2

Artillery (Paymaster) 4,952 3 11

Remittances to Landdrosts £32,523 13 10

Less received from Treasurei'-Geueral 31,511 15 3

1,011 18 7

Stolen out of the Chest 464 8 5

Balance—Miscellaneous items not specified 22,369 16 8

Total Expenditure £115,216 16 11

Speech of the Hon. John Robinson, Esq., in the
Natal Legislative Council, August, 1868.

Mr. EoBiNsoN moved :

—

" That, in the opinion of this House,
the consolidation of the Free State and Basutoland as a
separate British Colony, would put an end to the demoralising

Vf?iV which has so long been carried on between the Free State

and the Basutos, and would place on a sound footing the

extensive trade which exists between the Eepublic and the
neighbouring British Colonies, but which, owing to the closing

of the civil courts, and the general insecurity of the country,

has suffered serious and disastrous injury during the duration
of the war." It was hardly necessary for him to go to any
length into a historical review of the events in the neighbour-
ing territories, which had led to the war referred to in the

resolution, before moving the resolution itself, as, in his opinion,

the best way of putting an end to them. The Free State had
been proclaimed to be British territory in 1848 ; in 1851 it had
been declared by letters patent to be a distinct and separate
colony ; in 1853 a Commission had been sent out, which resulted

in the country being formerly abandoned in 1854, and by
letters patent declared to be independent. He believed it was

Q
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generally held by all the iubabitants of South Africa that this

step was both cruel and unwise ; it was one of those veiy few
acts on • which the enlightened Government of the Mother
Country must, he thought, look back with regret, and lie traced
all the evils which had since beset the Free State back to the
adoption of that policy. It had always appeared to him that
the people of the Free State had a great claim to indulgent
treatment at the hands of all European people. A people of
pastoral habits, and in no way fitted for the task, they had yet
been suddenly called upon to assume all the responsibilities of

self-government. Whatever mistakes, therefore, might have
been committed, there was every reason for judging of the policy
of the Free State Grovernment in the most indulgent manner.
He (Mr. Robinson) was not one of those who disclaimed all

sympathy with men of his own colour, and avowed the teuderest

feelings for those of another race. He believed that all the
Europeans in South Africa must feel that the burgher residents

of the Free State had been placed in a very peculiar position by
the English Government, and could not have behaved better

than they had done under the very trying circumstances in

which they had found themselves. Since their abandonment
by the British Government they had been constantly at war
with the Basutos, which nation even the statesmen of England
had found it very difficult to deal with, and it might be that, on
this very account, the country had been abandoned. Experience,

too, ever since that time, had shown how great a mistake
England had made in carrying out the policy which it had done

;

for, although on the Free State had rested the sole respon-

sibility of dealing with the Basutos, yet the other countries

adjacent, which were really British territory, had been most
disastrously affected by these protracted wars. Hon. members
were aware that large sums of money Avere owed by the Free
State to Natal merchants, amounting probably to not less than
a quarter of a million sterling, and for the payment of this

large sum no security existed whilst this war was still going on.

It was hardly necessary for him to say that the late war had
been very demoralising in its effects. It had been demoralising

])ecause it kept up a constant state of antagonism between the

black and the white races, and led them to regard each other

as hereditary enemies ; it had been demoralising because it i)re-

vented all enterprise and caused the cessation of all trade on a

solid basis ; it had been demoralising because it was productive

of fin entirely abnormal and unnatural state of things. At the

same time, though he was of opinion that it was highly

desirable that the Free State should be annexed to the English

crown, yet he thought it was also desirable that the Free State

and Basutoland should form a distinct territory under a separate

government. The Free State was differently situated from

Natal or the Cape, and her requirement was chiefly that of a
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strong Goverumeut, wliich should aflbrd equal protectiou to all

classes of the population, but she was uot iu a positiou to

exercise advantageously the rights of Kesponsible Government.
It bad been suggested to him that this resolution -would, to

some extent, be conflicting -with that recently passed by the

House relative to the annexation of Basutolaud. He candidly

stated that, of the two alternatives, the annexation of Basuto-
laud to Natal, or the constituting that country and the Free
State into a separate government, the latter was, in his opinion,

by far the better way of getting out of the scrape. But as

this could not meet the approval of those hon. members who
had voted for the annexation of Basutoland on the previous

occasion, he proposed somewhat to modily the resolution so

that it would stand as follows :—" That in the opinion of this

House it is highly desirable that the Orange Free State should
once more be brought under British rule, inasmuch as this

House has reason to beheve that a strong feeling in favour of

such a policy exists among the residents of that Republic, and
as the re-auuexation of that territory by the Crown would put
an end to the demoralising wars which have, from time to time,

been carz-ied on between the Free State and the Basutos, and
would place on a sound footing the extensive trade which exists

between the Republic and the neighbouring British Colonies,

but which, owing to the closing of the civil courts and the

general insecurity of the country, has suffered serious and
disastrous injury during the war." No hon. members would
be disposed to deny that it was the wish of the great majority
of the people of the Free State to come again under British rule.

The time, he thought, had now arrived when the Home
Government could, with great advantage, retrieve the false step

it took in 1854, when these unfortunate people had been, to

adopt a phrase made use of the other evening, " left out in the

cold." Tlte whole question would now come under considera-

tion in connection with the annexation of Basutoland, and he
thought if it were brought before the Home Government they
might be led to consider the expediency of re-annoxing tlie

whole of the Free State as well as Basutoland

Federation Memorial presented to Sir Philip
WoDEHOusE, AT Aliwal North, April, 18G8.

I'nto His ExceUency Sir Philip Edmond Wodehouse, K.C.B.,
Governor of the Colouij of Oir Coj,,' nf Gnn,] Jln/.r, JVuih

Commisaioncr, dc, Sc.

The Memorial and Petition of the undersigned i'ropiiclors.

Traders, and other Citizens, of the Orange Free State, Humbly
Representeth,—That, in February, 1854, in spite of the almost
universal opinion and reiterated remonstrances of the people,
the Sovereignty of Her Majesty the Queen over the territory
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now called the Orange Free State was summarily withdrawn,
and its future Government transferred to comparatively a few
individuals, whom Sir George Russell Clerk, K.C.B., Her
Majesty's Special Commissioner, had, with considerable trouble,
prevailed upon and induced to take over and assume the future
management thereof. That in such haste was Sir George
Clerk to withdraw British Supremacy, that several questions of
vital importance to the future tranquillity and j)rosperity of the
country, in its new character of a self-sustaining Eepublic,
and more especially questions of territorial rights and
boundaries with neighbouring tribes and states, were left in an
undefined and unsettled condition—a variety of promises made,
and inducements held out, by the said Sir George Clerk, in the
name of the British Government, having, however, never been
fulfilled or realized. That, to the crude, ill-considered, and
precipitate mode of shaking off the future responsibility of

Her Majesty's Government, thus adopted by Sir George Clerk,

and the isolated position the Free State has since occupied, are,

and will be undoubtedly due, the harassing wars which have
well nigh ruined the country, as well as the complications and
troubles likely to arise out of boundary disputes and differences

now pending with native tribes and the South African Eepublic.

That, taking every circumstance into consideration, your
petitioners are humbly of opinion, that the future peace and
prosperity, not only of the Orange Free State, but of civilized

South Africa generally, would best be promoted and secured

by the introduction of such a system of federal union as (whilst

securing to each separate State or division, under the para-

mount rule of the Queen, and subject to equitable conditions,

local self-government, with the privilege of administering its

own revenue for its own personal development and improve-

ment), would at the same time confer and impose on the union
itself the right as well as obligation of exercising control over

the general affairs of the confederation, and more especially

of upholding individual States against the aggressions or en-

croachments of countries and peoples not embraced in the union.

May it therefore please your Excellency to take this

Memorial and Petition into your immediate and favourable

consideration, and to adopt all steps and measures necessary

and calculated to accomplish, in the end, the object and desire

of the Memorialists. And in case you may not consider your-

self at liberty to act at once in the matter, may it further

please your Excellency, with all convenient speed, to transmit

this Memorial and Petition for the gracious consideration of

Her Majesty the Queen. And your Petitioners, as in duty

bound, shall ever pray.

(Signed) G. A. Fichaedt, J. T. Jollie.

G. H. Dexter, Thomas White, &c., &c.

William Foster, Printer, Cape Town.
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