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This edition o{ Religto Medici and Digby's

Ohseyvations is printed from copies lent

by Professor William Osier. The text of

Religio follows that of the first authentic

edition of i<543, page for page and line for

line. To preserve identity of reference the

errors of pagination (pp. 171 and 172 are

duplicated) and section-numbering have been

left undisturbed.

The texthas been corrected from the Errata

page of the original ; a few obvious misprints,

not there noticed, have also been removed

(see p. 184).
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To iuch as have^ or fliall per-

ufe the Obfervations upon a
former corrupt Copy of

this Booke.

Ql^ Here are feme men that

Volition fpeakes ofy Cui
quam red:a manus, tarn

fuit & facilis : and it

feemes the Authour to the

Obfervations upon thisBook

icri" would arrogate as much to

himJelje;for they were by his owne ccnfeJSion^

but the conceptions ofone nighty a hafiy births

andfo itproves: For what is really controul-

abUy he generally omitteth ; and what isfalfe

upon the error ofthe Copy^ he doth notalwaies

take notice of; and wherein he would contra-

diSly he mifiaketh^ or traduceth the intention^

and {bejides a parenthefisjometimes upon the

Authour) onely medkth with thofe points

from whence he takes a hint to deliver hispre-
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par^d conceptions: But the grojje of his Booke

is made out by difcourfes collaterally and di-

gre^ions of his orvne^ not at all emergentfrom

this Difcourfe; which is eafly perceptible un-

to the intelligent Reader, Thus much I thought

good to let thee underfland^ without the jiu-

thours knowledge^ who flighting the refute^

hath inforcedly publijhed (as a fujficient con-

futation) his orvne Booke: and in this Ijhall

not make fo bold with him^ as the Obferva-

tor hath done with that noble Knight^

whofe name he hath wrongfully prefixed^ as

I am informed^ to his flight Animadverjions

;

but I leave him to repentance^ and thee to thy

fatisfailion.

Farewell.

Yours, A. B.



Errata.

pAee 13. 1. 16. read, that it fhould, p. i5. I. 12. r. in-

diipofedj p. 33. 1. 13. r. fwerve, but, p. 43. 1. 11. for

yea, r. yet, p. Jo. 1. 20. dele great, p. 52. 1. ij. r. poftulate,

p. 60.1. 8. for the, r. that, p. 67, I. 3. r. times prefent, p.

84. 1. If [14]' for may, r. muft, p. 8^. 1. 6. for a, r. at, 1. 8.

for but, r. that, p. 89 [98]- I. 1 1. r. for, p. 10^. 1. 7. r.fu^,

p. 1 19 1. 23. r. not to, p. 120.1. 8. dele fay, p. 123. dele the

laft line, p. 133. 1. 23. r. in the fame degree, p. 138. 1. 5. r.

cannot, p. 14^. 1. i6 [25]. for in, r. the, p. 149. 1, 8. r. his,

p. 15^. 1. 18. r. againft reafon, 1. 2 J. for too, r. fo, p. 157-

1. 9. r. or generall, p. 158. 1. 10. r. otherwife ofmy felfe, p.

1J9. 1. 12. r. not, p. 161. 1. 17. for all, r. at, p. 1^3. 1. 2.

dele not, 1. 19. r. coold imagination, p. 170. 1. 1 5. for the,

r. there, p. 171. 1. 23. for earthly, r. watery, p. 175.

1. 23. r. fhould, p. 176. 1. 7. r. unto riches, p. 180. 1. 21.

r. noble friends, p. 181. 1. J. r. the loves.





To the Reader.

Ertainly that man were

greedy of life^ whojhould
dejire to live when all the

world were at an ends ^nd

he mufi needs be very im-

patient^ who would repine

at death in the focietie of
all things thatfuffer under it. Had not al-

moji every man fujferedby thepreffe ^ or were

not the tyranny thereof become univerfalls I
had not wanted reafonfor complaint: but in

times wherein I have lived to behold the

higheji perverjion of that excellent inven-

tion s the name of his Majefly defamed^ the

honour of Parliament depraved^ the writings

of both depravedly^ anticipatively^ counter-

feitly imprinted s complaints may feeme
ridiculous in private perfons^ and men of
my condition may be as incapable ofaffronts^
us hopelejfe of their reparations. And truly

had not the duty I owe unto the importuni-

A tie



To the Reader.

tie offriendsJ
and the allegeance I mufl ever

acknowledge unto truth p revayled rvith me ;

the inoBivitie of my difpojition might have

made thefe fufferings continually and time

that brings other things to light^ Jhould
have fatufied me in the remedy of its obli-

vion. But becaufe things evidently falfe

are not onely printed^ but many things of
truth mofi faljly fet forth y in this latter

I could not but thinke my felfe engaged:

for though rve have no power to redrejfe the

former^ yet in the other the reparation being

within our felvesy I have at prefent repre-

fented unto the world a full and intended co-

py of that Peece which was moji imperfeUly

and furreptitioufly publijhed before,

This I confeffe about feven yeares

paft^ with fome others of affnitie there-

to^ for my private exercife and fatif-

faSion^ I had at leifurable houres com-

pofed ; which being communicated unto

onCy it became commoji unto many^ and was

by tranfcription fuccefively corrupted un-

till it arrived in a mofi depraved copy at

the prejfe. He thatJIjall perufe that worke^

and Jhall take notice offundry particulari-

ties



To the Reader.

ties and perfonall exprejSions therein^ will

eafily difcerne the intention was not publik:

and being a private exercife directed to my
felfe^ what is delivered therein was rather

a memoriall unto me then an example or

rule unto any other: and therefore if there

bee any Jingularitie therein correfpondent

unto the private conceptions of any man^

it doth not advantage them j or if diffenta-

neous thereunto
J

it no way overthrowes

them. It was penned in fuch a place and
with fuch difadvantagey that (j protejl)

from the firjl fetting of pen unto paper^ I
had not the afiftance of any good booke^

whereby to promote my invention or re-

lieve my memory ; and therefore there might

be many reall lapfes therein^ which others

might take notice of and more that Ifu-
fpeB:ed my felfe. It was fet downe many
yeares pajly and was the fe?ife of my concep-

tions at that time^ not an immutable law

unto my advancing judgement at all times

^

and therefore there might be many things

therein plaufible unto my pajfed apprehen-

jion^ which are not agreeable unto my pre-

fent felfe. There are many things delive-

A z red



To the Reader.

red Rhetoncally^ many expressions therein

meerely Tropically and as they bejl illuftrate

my intention s and therefore alfo there are

many thirigs to be taken in a foft and flexi-

ble fenfe^ and not to be called unto the rigid

tefl of reafon. Laftly all that is contained

therein is in fubmifion unto maturer dif
cemments^ and as I have declared Jhall no

further father them then the befl and lear-

nedjudgementsjloall authori'x^ them j under

favour of which confiderations I have made
its fecrecie publike and committed the

truth thereof to every ingenuous Reader.

Thomas Browne.

RELI-



R E L I G I O
MEDICI.

Or my Religion, though Sec7.

there be feverail circum-

ftances that might per-

fwade the world I have
none at all, as the gene-

rail fcandall of my pro-

feffion, the naturall

courfe of my itudies, the indifFerency of
my behaviour, and difcourfe in matters

of Religion, neither violently defending
one, nor with that common ardour
and contention oppoling another^
yet in defpight hereof I dare, with-
out ufurpation, afliime the honor-
able ftile of a Chriftian: not that

A3 I



2 J{eligio Medici,

I meerely owe this title to the Font, my
education, or Clime wherein I was

borne, as being bred up either to con-

firme thofe principles my Parents inftil-

led into my unwary underftanding ^ or

by a generall confent proceed in the Re-
ligion of my Countrey : But having, in

my riper yeares, and confirmed judge-

ment, feene and examined all, I finde my
felfe obliged by the principles of Grace,

and the law of mine owne reafon, to

embrace no other name but this ; neither

doth herein my zeale fo farre make me
forget the generall charitie I owe unto

humanity, as rather to hate then pity

Turkes, Infidels, and (what is worfe)

Jewes, rather contenting my felfe to en-

joy that happy ftile, then maligning

thofe who refuie fo glorious a title.

ikhi. 1. But becaufe the name of a Chriftian

is become too generall to exprelle our

faith, there being a Geography of Reli-

gions as well as Lands, and every Clime
diftinguiflied not onely by their lawes

and limits, but circumfcribed by their

dodtrines



l{eligio MedicL 3

dodlrines and rules of Faith ; To be par-

ticular, I am of that reformed new-caft

Religion, wherein I diflike nothing but

the name, ofthe fame beliefe our Saviour

taught, the Apoftles difleminated, the

Fathers authorifed, and the Martyrs con-

firmed ; but by the linifter ends of Prin-

ces, the ambition &: avarice of Prelates,

and the fatall corruption of times, fo de-

caied, impaired, and fallen from its na-

tive beauty, that it required the carefuU

and charitable hand ofthefe times to re-

ftore it to its primitive integrity : Now
the accidentall occafion whereon, the

flender meanes whereby, the low and
abjedl condition of the perfon by whom
fo good a worke was fet on foot, which
in our adverfaries beget contempt and
fcorn, fills me with wonder, and is the

very fame objection the infolent Pagans
firft caft at Chrift and his Difciples.

Yet have I not fo fliaken hands with SeB.

thofe defperate Relblutions, who had ra-

ther venture at large their decaied bot-

tome, then bring her in to be new trim'd

A 4 in
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4 ^l^g^^ Medici

in the dock ; who had rather promifcu-

oully retaine all, then abridge any, and

obftinately be what they are, then what

they have beene, as to Itand in diameter

and fwords point with them : we have

reformed from them, not againit them

;

for omitting thofe improperations and
termes of fcurrility betwixt us, which

onely difference our affections, and not

our caufe, there is between us one com-

mon name and appellation, one faith,

and neceflary body of principles com-

mon to us both j and therefore I am not

fcrupulous to converfe and live with

them, to enter their Churches in defedt

ofours, and either pray with them, or for

them : 1 could ne\'er perceive any ratio-

nail confequence from thofe many texts

which prohibite the children of Ifrael to

pollute themfelves with the Temples of

the Heathens j we bemg all Chriitians,

and not divided by fuch decefted impie-

ties as might prophane our prayers, or

the place wherein we make them ; or that

a refolved confcience may not adore

her Creator i^ny where, efpecially in

places
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places devoted to his fervice ; where if

their devotions offend him, mine may
pleafe him, if theirs prophane it, mine
may hallow it ; Holy water and Crucifix

(dangerous to the common people) de-

ceive not my judgement, nor abufe my
devotion at all : I am, I confefle, natural-

ly inclined to that, which miiguided

zeale termes fuperftition^ my common
converfation I do acknowledge auftere,

my behaviour full of rigour, fometimes

not without morofity
;
yet at my devo-

tion I love to ule the civility ofmy knee,

my hat, and hand, with all thofe out-

ward and fenfible motions, which may
exprelle, or promote my invifible devo-

tion. I fliould violate my owne arme
rather then a Church, nor willingly de-

face the memory of Saint or Martyr. At
the fight of a Crolle or Crucifix I can
difpence with my hat, but fcarce with the

thought or memory of my Saviour j I

cannot laugh at but rather pity the

fruitlefle journeys of Pilgrims, or con-

temne the miferable condition of Friers

;

for though mifplaced in circumftance,

there



6 l{eligio Medici.

there is fomething in it of devotion : I

*AChurch could never heare the * ^ve Marie Bell
Bell that without an elevation, or thinke it a fuffi-

ly da7at cient warrant, becaufe they erred in one
6. and 1 2. circumftance, for me to erre in all, that is

?,^^^f in iilence and dumbe contempt : whilft

the hea- therefore they dired;ed their devotions
ringwher- to her, I offered mine to God, and re6t:i-
of every g^^ |^^ crrours of their prayers by rig^ht-
one in . .

r ; /- ^ ^
what place ly Ordering mme owne ; At a lolemne
foever ci- Proceffion I have wept abundantly,

houfe^or ^hile my conforts, blinde with oppofiti-

ibreet be- on and prejudice, have fallen into an ac-
takes him ^^^^ ^f f^omc and laughter : There are
to lilS

prayer, queftionleflc both in Greek, Roman, and
which is African Churches, folemnities, and cere-

Tdil^aed
^o^i^s, whereof the wifer zeales doe

to the make a Chriilian ufe, and ftand condem-
rirgin. j^gd by US ; not as evill in themfelves, but

as allurements and baits of fuperftition

to thofe vulgar heads that looke afquint

on the face of truth, and thofe unliable

judgements that cannot confift in the

narrow point and centre of vertue with-

out a reele or ftaeeer to the circumfe-

rence.

As
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As there were many Reformers, {o SeSi. 4.

likewife many reformations ; every

Countrey proceeding in a particular way
and Method, according as their natio-

nall intereft together with their confti-

tution and clime inclined them, fome
angrily and with extremitie, others

calmely, and with mediocrity, not ren-

ding, but eafily dividing the community,
and leaving an honeft poflibility of a

reconciliation, which though peaceable

Spirits doe defire, and may conceive

that revolution of time, and the mercies

of God may effed:
;
yet that judgement

that ftiall confider the prefent antipa-

thies between the two extreames, their •

contrarieties in condition, affediion and
opinion, may with the fame hopes expedl

an union in the poles of Heaven.

But to difference myfelfneerer,&draw SeB, 1

into a lefler circle : There is no Church
whofe every part fo fquares unto my
confcience, whofe articles, conftituti-

ons, and cuftomes feeme fo confonant

unto reafon, and as it were framed to my
par-



8 l^ligio Medici.

particular devotion, as this whereof I

hold my beliefe, the Church oi England^
to whofe faith I am a fwonie fubjed:, and
therefore in a double obligation, fub-

fcribe unto her Articles, and endeavour

to obferve her Conftitutions : whatfoe-

ver is beyond, as points indifferent, I ob-

ferve according to the rules of my pri-

vate reafon, or the humor and fafhion of

my devotion, neither believing this, be-

caufe Luther affirmed it, or difproving

that, becaufe Calvin hath difavouched

it. I condemne not all things in the

Councell of Trent^ nor approve all in the

Synod of Don. In briefe, where the

Scripture is filent, the Church is my
Text; where that fpeakes, 'tis but my
Comment ; where there is a joynt iilence

of both, I borrow not the rules of my
Religion from l^me or Geneva.^ but the

dictates ofmy owne reafon. It is an un-

juft fcandall of our adverfaries, and a

grofle error in our felves, to compute the

Nativity of our Religion from Henry the

eight, who though he rejed:ed the Pope,

refus'd not the faith of ^wf»,andefFe(3:ed

no
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no more then what his owne Predecef-

fors defired and aflayed in ages paft,

and was conceived the State of Fe-

nice would have attempted in our dayes.

It is as uncharitable a point in us to

fall upon thofe popular fcurrilities and

opprobrious fcoffes of the Bifhop of
^me^ whom as a temporall Prince, we
owe the duty of good language: I con-

fefle there is caufe of pailion betweene

us; by his fentence I ftand excommu-
nicated, Heretick is the belt language he

affords me; yet can no eare witnelle I

ever returned to him the name of Anti-

chrift, Man of fin, or whore of Babylon
;

It is the method of charity to fuffer

without readiion : thofe ufuall Satyrs,

and invedtives of the Pulpit may per-

chance produce a good efFe6t on the vul-

gar, whofe eares are opener to Rheto-

rick then Logick, yet doe they in no
wife confirme the faith of wifer belee-

vers, who know that a good caufe needs

not to be patron'd by a paffion, but can
fuftaine it felfe upon a temperate dif-

pute.

I



lo J{eltgto ISdedicL

Stcf. 6. I could never divide my felfe from a-

ny man upon the difference of an opini-

on, or be angry with his judgement for

not agreeing with mee in that, from
which perhaps within a few dayes I

fliould diflent my felfe : I have no Ge-
nius to difputes in Religion, and have of-

ten thought it wifedome to decline

them, elpecially upon a difadvantage, or

when the caufe of truth might fufFer in

the weakeneile of my patronage : where
wee defire to be informed, 'tis good to

conteft with men above our felves

;

but to confirme and eftablifli our opini-

ons, 'tis belt to argue with judgements

below our own, that the frequent Ipoyles

and victories over their reafons may
fettle in our felves an efteeme, and con-

firmed opinion of our owne. Every
man is not a proper Champion for

Truth, nor fit to take up the Gantlet in

the caufe of Veritie : Many from the ig-

norance of thefe Maximes, and an in-

confiderate zeale unto Truth, have too

ralhly charged the troopes of error, and
remaine
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1

remaine as TropHees unto the enemies

of Truth : A man may be in as juft pof-

feffion ofTruth as of a City, and yet bee

forced to furrender ; tis therefore farre

better to enjoy her with peace, then to

hazzard her on a battell : If therefore

there rife any doubts in my way, I doe
forget them, or at leaft defer them, till

my better fetled judgement, and more
manly reafon be able to refolve them

;

for I perceive every mans owne reafon

is his belt Oedipus^ and will upon a reafo-

nable truce, find a way to loofe thofe

bonds wherewith the fubtilties of errour

have enchained our more flexible and
tender judgements. In Philofophy where
truth feemes double-faced, there is no
man more paradoxicall then my felf ; but

in Divinity I love to keepe the road, and
though not in an implicite, yet an hum-
ble faith, follow the great wheele of
the Church, by which I move, not re-

ferving any proper poles or motion
from the epicycle of my own braine ^ by
this meanes I leave no gap for Herefies,

Schifmes, or Errors, of which at pre-

fent,
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fent, I hope I fliall not injure Truth, to

fay, I have no taint or tincture ; I mull

confelle my greener Itudies have beene

polluted with two or three, not any be-

gotten in the latter Centuries, but old

and obfolete, fuch as could never have

been revived, but by fuch extravagant

and irregular heads as mine ; for indeed

Herefies perifh not with their Authors,

but like the River Arethuja^ though they

lofe their currents in one place, they

* A rcvo-
^^^^ ^P ^g^i^^ i^ another

:
one generall

lution of Councell is not able to extirpate one
cerraine fiugle Hcrefie, it may be canceld for the

yeares" prcfcut, but rcvolutiou of time and the

when all like afpcdis from Heaven, will reftore it,

things when it will flourifh till it be condem-
Ihould re-

,
. ^ i i i

turne un- i^^d agame ; tor as tnougn there were a

to their Metempjuchofis^ and the foule of one man

ciiI^c ind P^^d into another, opinions doe finde

he be after certaine revolutions, men and
teaching niindcs like thofe that firft begat them.

hl^schooL To fee our felves againe wee neede not

aswhcnhe lookc for Platoes * ycarc ; every man is

delivered
j^Q^ onely himfelfe: there have beene

thisopini- ^/ J r-r--

on. many Diogenes^ and as many itmons^

though
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though but few of that name ; men are

lived over againe, the world is now as it

was in ages paft, there was none then,

but there hath been fome one fince that

parallels him, and is as it were his revi-

ved felfe.

Now the firft of mine was that of the SeSi, 7.

Arabians, that the foules of men perilh-

ed with their bodies, but Ihould yet bee

raifed againe at the laft day ^ not that I

did abfolutely conceive a mortality of
the foule ; but ifthat were, w*'^ faith, not

Philofophyhath yet throughlydifproved,

and that both entred the grave together,

yet I held the fame conceit thereof that

wee all doe of the body, that it ihould

rife againe. Surely it is but the merits of
our unworthy natures, if wee fleepe in

darkenefle, untill the laft alarum : A fe-

rious reflex upon my owne unworthi-

nelTe did make me backward from chal-

lenging this prerogative of my foule ; fo

I might enjoy my Saviour at the laft, I

could with patience be nothing almoft

unto eternity. The fecond was that of
B Origen
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Origen^ that God would not perfift in his

vengeance for ever, but after a definite

time of his wrath hee would releafe the

damned foules from torture ; Which er-

ror I fell into upon a ferious contempla-

tion of the great attribute of God his

mercy, and did a little cherifh it in my
felfe, becaufe I found therein no malice,

and a ready weight to fway me from the

other extream of delpaire,wherunto me-
lancholy and contemplative natures are

too eafily difpofed. A third there is w^'*'

I did never politively maintaine or pra-

(3:ice, but have often wifhed it had been

confonant to Truth, and not ofFenfive to

my Religion, and that is the prayer for

the dead ^ whereunto I was inclined from
fome charitable inducements, whereby
I could fcarce containe my prayers for a

friend at the ringing ofa Bell, or behold

his corpes without an oraifon for his

foule : 'Twas a good way me thought to

be remembred by Pofterity, and farre

more noble then an Hiftory. Thefe opi-

nions I never maintained with pertina-

city, or endeavoured to enveagle any
mans
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mans beliefe unto mine, nor io much as

ever revealed or difputed them with my
deareft friends ; by which meanes I nei-

ther propagated them in others, nor con-

firmed them in my felfe, but fufFering

them to flame upon their owne fub-

ftance, without addition of new fuell,

they went out infenfibly of themlelves

;

therefore thefe opinions, though con-

demned by lawfull Councels, were not

Herefies in me, but bare Errors, and An-

gle Lapfes of my underftanding, with-

out a joynt depravity ofmy will : Thofe
have not only depraved underftandings

but difeafed afFe(9:ions, which cannot en-

joy a fingularity without a Herefie, or

be the author of an opinion, without

they be of a Sed: alfo ; this was the vil-

lany of the firft Schifme of Lucifer^ who
was not content to erre alone, but drew
into his fadrion many Legions of Spi-

rits ^ and upon this experience hee temp-

ted only Eve^ as well underftanding the

communicable nature of fin, and that to

deceive but one, was tacitely and upon
confequence to delude them both.

B 2 That
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Sea. 8. That Herefies fhould arife we have

the prophecy of Chrilt, but that old

ones fhould be abolilhed wee hold no
prediction. That there muft be herefies,

is true, not onely in our Church, but alfo

in any other : even in Doftrines hereti-

call there will be fuper-herefies, and A-
rians not onely divided from their

Church, but alfo among themfelves : for

heads that are difpofed unto Schifme

and complexionally propenfe to innova-

tion, are naturally indifpofed for a com-
munity, nor will ever be confined unto

the order or oeconomy of one body ; and
therefore when they feparate from o-

thers they knit but loofely among
themfelves ; nor contented with a gene-

rail breach or dichotomic with their

Church, do fubdivide and mince them-

felves almoll into Atomes. 'Tis true,

that men of fingular parts and humors

have not beene free from fingular opi-

nions and conceits in all ages ; retaining

fomething not onely befide the opini-

on of his own Church or any other, but

alfo any particular Author : which not-

with-
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withftanding a fober judgement may
doe without offence or hereiie; for

there is yet after all the decrees of coun-

fells and the niceties of the Schooles,

many things untouched, unimagin'd,

wherein the libertie of an honeft reafon

may play and expatiate with fecurity

and farre without the circle of an he-

refie.

As for thofe wingy myfteries in Divi- Se£i. 9.

nity, and ayery fubtilties in Religion,

which have unhindg'd the. braines of

better heads, they never ftretched the

Pia Mater of mine ; me thinkes there be

not impoffibilities enough in Reli-

gion for an ad:ive faith; the deepeft

myfteries ours containes, have not only

been illuftrated, but maintained by fyllo-

gifine, and the rule of reafon : I love to

lofe my felfe in a myftery to purfue my
reafon to an oh altitudo, 'Tis my folita-

ry recreation to pofe my apprehenlion

with thofe involved aenigma's and rid-

dles of the Trinity, with Incarnation

and Refurred:ion. I can anfwer all

B 3 the
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the objedlions of Satan, and my rebelli-

ous realon, with that odde refolution I

learned of TertuIIian^ Certum ejl quia im-

pojsibile efi, I defire to exercife my faith

in the difficulteft point, for to credit or-

dinary and vifible objects is not faith,

but perfwafion. Some beleeve the bet-

ter for feeing Chrift his Sepulchre, and
when they have feene the Red Sea,

doubt not of the miracle. Now contra-

rily I blefle my felfe, and am thankefuU

that I lived not in the dayes of miracles,

that I never faw Chrift nor his Difci-

ples ; I would not have beene one of
thofe Ifraelites that palled the Red Sea,

nor one of Chrifts Patients, on whom
he wrought his wonders ; then had my
faith beene thruft upon me, nor fliould I

enjoy that greater blelling pronounced

to all that believe & faw not. 'Tis an ea-

fie and necellary beliefe to credit what
our eye and fenfe hath examined ; I be-

lieve he was dead, and buried, and rofe

againe • and defire to fee him in his glo-

ry, rather then to contemplate him in his

Cenotaphe, or Sepulchre. Nor is this

much
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much to beleeve, as we have reafon, we
owe this faith unto Hiftory : they only

had the advantage of a bold and noble

faith, who lived before his comming,
who upon obfcure prophefies and myfti-

call Types could raife a beliefe, and ex-

ped: apparent impoffibilities.

'Tis true, there is an edge in all firme SeB. 10

beliefe, and with an eafie Metaphor wee
may fay the fword of faith ; but in thefe

obfcurities I rather ufe it, in the adjunct

the Apoftle gives it, a Buckler; under
which I perceive a wary combatant may
lie invulnerable. Since I was of under-

ftanding to know we knew nothing, my
reafon hath beene more pliable to the

will of faith ; I am now content to un-

derftand a myftery without a rigid defi-

nition in an eafie and Platonick defcrip-

tion. That allegoricall defcription of
Hermes^ * pleafeth mee beyond all * ^ ^

the Metaphyficall definitions of 'Di^ cuju^ cen-

vines ; where I cannot fatisfie my rea-
^'^'""^f"'

fon, I love to humour my fancy ; I had cumferen-

as leive you tell me that anima eft angelus ^'^ «^^^'^'

hominisy eft Corpus Dei^ as Entelechia j Lux
B4 ^

\3era.
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ejl umbra Dei^ as aBus perfptcui: where

there is an obfcurity too deepe for our

reafon, 'tis good to fet downe with a de-

fcription, periphrafis, or adumbration;

for by acquainting our reafon how una-

ble it is to difplay the vifible and obvi-

ous effedt of nature, it becomes more
humble and fubmiffive unto the fubtil-

ties of faith : and thus I teach my hag-

gard and unreclaimed reafon to ftoope

unto the lure of faith. I believe there was

already a tree whofe fruit our unhappy
parents tailed, though in the fame Chap-
ter, when God forbids it, 'tis pofitively

faid, the plants of the field were not yet

growne ; for God had not caufed it to

raine upon the earth. I beleeve that the

Serpent (if we fhall literally underftand

it) from his proper forme and figure,

made his motion on his belly before the

curfe. I find the triall of the Pucellage

and Virginity of women, which God
ordained the Jewes, is very fallible. Ex-

perience, and Hiftory informes me, that

not onely many particular women, but

likewife whole Nations have efcaped

the
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the curfe of childbirth, which God
feemes to pronounce upon the whole
Sex; yet doe I beleeve that all this is

true, which indeed my reafon would
perfwade me to be falfe ; and this I think

is no vulgar part of faith to believe a

thing not only above, but contrary to

reafon, and againft the arguments of
our proper fenfes.

In my folitary and retired imagina- SeB. i

tion, {Neque enim cum porticus aut me le-

ilulus accepit^ defum mihi) I remember I

am not alone, and therefore forget not

to contemplate him and his attributes

who is ever with mee, efpecially thofe

two mighty ones, his wifedome and e-

ternitie ; with the one I recreate, with

the other I confound my underftan-

ding: for who can fpeake of eternitie

without a foloecifme, or thinke thereof

without an extafie ? Time we may com-
prehend, 'tis but five dayes elder then
our felves, and hath the fame Horofcope
with the world ; but to retire fo farre

backe as to apprehend a beginning, to

give
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give fuch an infinite Itart forward, as to

conceive an end in an eflence that wee
aflSrme hath neither the one nor the o-

ther ; it puts my reafon to Saint Pauls

Sandiuary ; my Philofophy dares not

fay the Angells can doe itj God hath

not made a creature that can compre-

hend him, 'tis the priviledge of his owne
nature ; / am that I am^ was his owne de-

finition unto Mojes:, and 'twas a fhort

one, to confound mortalitie, that durft

queftion God, or aske him what hee

was ; indeed he only is, all others have

and Ihall be, but in eternity there is no
diftind:ion of Tenfes; and therefore

that terrible terme Predcftination^ which

hath troubled fo many weake heads to

conceive, and the wifeft to explaine, is

in refped: to God no prefcious determi-

nation of our eftates to come, but a de-

finitive blaft of his will already fulfilled,

and at the inftant that he firft decreed it
y

for to his eternitie which is indivifible,

and altogether, the laft Trumpe is alrea-

dy founded, the reprobates in the flame,

and the blefled in Abrahams bofome.

Saint
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Saint Peter fpeakes modeftly, when hee

faith, a thoufand yeares to God are but

as one day : for to Ipeake like a Philofo-

pher, thofe continued inftances of time

which flow into thoufand yeares, make
not to him one moment ; what to us is

to come, to his Eternitie is prefent, his

whole duration being but one perma-

nent point without fucceflion, parts, flux,

or diviiion.

There is no Attribute that adds more Se^- 1*.

difficulty to the myftery of the Trinity,

where though in a relative way of Fa-

ther and Son, we mufl; deny a priority. I

wonder how Arifiotle could conceive

the world eternall, or how hee could

make good two Eternities : his fimili-

tude of a Triangle, comprehended in a

fquare, doth fomewhat illuftrate the Tri-

nitie of our foules, and that the Triple

Unity of God ; for there is in us not
three, but a Trinity of foules, because

there is in us, ifnot three diftindt foules,

yet differing faculties, that can, and doe
fubfiit apart in different fubjeds, and yet

in
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in us are fo united as to make but one
foule and iubftance ; if one foule were

fo perfed: as to informe three diftind: bo-

dies, that were a petty Trinity : conceive

the diftind: number of three, not divi-

ded nor feparated by the intelled, but

adually comprehended in its Unity, and
that is a perfed Trinity. I have often

admired the myfticall way of Pythago-

ras^ and the fecret Magicke of numbers

;

Beware of Philofophy, is a precept not

to be received in too large a fenfe j for in

this made of nature there is a fet of
things that carry in their front, though
not in capitall letters, yet in ftenography,

and fhort Charaders, fomething of Di-

vinitie, which to wifer reafons ferve as

Luminaries in the abyfle of knowledge,

and to judicious beliefes, as fcales and
roundles to mount the pinnacles and
highelt pieces of Divinity. The fevere

Schooles fhall never laugh me out of
the Philofophy of Hermes^ that this vi-

fible world is but a pidure of the invifi-

ble, wherein as in a pourtrad, things are

not truely, but in equivocall Ihapes y and
as
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as they counterfeit fome more reall fub-

ftance in that invifible fabrick.

That other attribute wherewith I rc-SeSf. 13.

create my devotion, is his wifedome, in

which I am happy, and for the con-

templation of this onely, do not repent

me that I was bred in the way offtudy

:

The advantage I have of the vulgar,

with the content and happinefle I con-

ceive therein, is an ample recompence
for all my endeavours, in what part of
knowledg foever. Wifedome is his molt

beauteous attribute, no man can attaine

unto it, yet Solomon pleafed God when
hee defired it. Hee is wife becaufe hee
knowes all things, and hee knoweth all

things becaufe he made them all, but his

greateft knowledg is in comprehending
that he made not, that is himfelfe. And
this is alfo the greateft knowledge in

man. For this do I honour my own pro-

feffion and embrace the counfell even of ^ ^ ^

the Devill himfelfe : had he read fuch a
^JJ^^^^

*

Led:ure in Paradife as hee did at * Del- „ofce

phos^ we had better knowne our felves, teipfum.

nor
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nor had we flood in feare to know him.

I know he is wife in all, wonderfuU in

what we conceivej but far more in what
we comprehend not, for we behold him
but afquint upon reflex or fliadow j our

underftanding is dimmer than Mofes
eye, we are ignorant of the backparts, or

lower fide of his Divinity ; therefore to

pry into the maze of his Counfels, is not

onely folly in Man, but prefumption

even in Angels ; like us, they are his ler-

\'ants, not his Senators ; he holds no
Councell, but that myfticall one of the

Trinity, wherein though there be three

perfons, there is but one minde that de-

crees, without contradid:ion ; nor needs

he any, his actions are not begot with

deliberation, his wifedome naturally

knowes what's bell j his intelled: Hands

ready fraught with the fuperlative and
pureft Idea's of goodneflej confultation

and eledlion, which are two motions in

us, make but one in him j his adlions

fpringing from his power, at the firll

touch of his will. Thefe are Contem-
plations Metaphyficallj my humble Ipe-

culations
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culations have another Method, and are

content to trace and difcover thofe ex-

preflions hee hath left in his creatures,

and the obvious efFedis of nature ; there

is no danger to profound thefe myfte-

ries, no SanHum fanBorum in Philofo-

phy : The world was made to be inha-

bited by beafts, but ftudied and con-

templated by m^n : 'tis the debt of our
reafon wee owe unto God, and the ho-

mage wee pay for not being beafts ; with-

out this the world is ftill as though it

had not been, or as it was before the fixt

day when as yet there was not a crea-

ture that could conceive, or fay there

was a world. The wifedome ofGod re-

ceives fmall honour from thofe vulgar

heads, that rudely flare about, and with
a grofle rufticity admire his workesj
thofe highly magnifie him whofe judi-

cious enquiry into his ad:s, and delibe-

rate refearch into his creatures, returne

the duty of a devout and learned admi-
ration.

Therefore^

Search while thou wilt, and let thy reafon goe
To ranfome truth even to the Ab/jfe below.

Rally
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Rally thefcaltered causes^ and that line

IVhich nature twtfls he able to untwine.

It is thy Makers will.,for unto none

But unto reafon can he ere be knowne. (ours

The T>evills doe know thee^ hut thoje damned mete-

Build not thy glory .^ hut confound thy creatures.

Teach my endeavoursJo thy workes to read^

That learning them^ in thee Imay proceed.

Give thou my reafon that injiru&iveflighty

fVhofe weary wings may on thy handsJiill light.

Teach me tofoare aloft.^yet everfo^

JVhen neare the Sunne^ tojloope againe helow.

Thuspjallmy humhlefeathersfafely hover., (cover.

And though neere earth., more then the heavens dif

And then at laji^ when holmewardIfhall drive
Rich with thefpoyles ofnature to my hive^

There will IJit, like that indujiriousflye^
Buzzing thy prayjes, whichJha II never die

Till death ahrupts them., andfuccceding glory
Bidme goe on in a more laftingjlory.

And this is almoft all wherein an hum-
ble creature may endeavour to requite,

and fomeway to retribute unto his Crea-

tor ; for ifnot he that fayeth Lord^ Lord\

hut he that doth the will of the Fatherfhall

hefaved',^ certainely our wills muft bee

our performances, and our intents make
out our adtions j otherwife our pious la-

bours
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hours fliall finde anxiety in their graves,

and our beft endeavours not hope, but

feare a refurrecStion.

There is but one firft caufe, and foure SeSi. 14.

fecond caufes of all things ; fome are

without efficient, as God, others with-

out matter, as Angels, fome without

forme, as the firft matter, but every

Eflence, created or uncreated, hath its

finall caufe, and fome pofitive end both
of its Eflence and operation ; This is the

caufe I grope after in the workes of na-

ture, on this hangs the providence of
God ; to raife fo beauteous a ftrudlure,

as the world and the creatures thereof,

was but his Art, but their fundry and
divided operations with their predefti-

nated ends, are from the treafury of his

wifedome. In the caufes, nature, and af-

fediions of the Eclipfe of Sunne and
Moone, there is moft excellent {pecula-

tion ; but to profound farther, and to

contemplate a reafon why his provi-

dence hath fo difpofed and ordered

their motions in that vaft circle, as to

C conjoyne
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conjoyne and obfcure each other, is a

fweeter piece of reafon, and a diviner

point of Philofophy; therefore fome-
timeSj and in fome things there appeares

to mee as much divinity in Galen his

Books De ufu partium^ as in Suare^yiQlz- ^

phyficks : Had Arijiotle beene as curious

in the enquiry of this caufe as he was of
the other, hee had not left behinde him
an imperfed: piece of Philofophy, but

an abfolute trad: of Divinity.

Stci. \'). Natura nihil agit frujlra^ is the onely

indifputable axiome in Philofophy

;

there are no Grotefques in nature ; nor a-

ny thing framed to fill up empty can-

tons, and unneceflary fpaces ; in the moll

imperfed; creatures, and fuch as were

not preferved in the Arke, but having

their feeds and principles in the wombe
of nature, are every-where where the

power of the Sun is ; in thefe is the

wifedome of his hand difcovered : Out
of this ranke Solomon chofe the objed:

of his admiration, indeed what reafon

may not goe to Schoole to the wife-

dome
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dome of Bees, Aunts, and Spiders ? what

wife hand teacheth them to doe what
reafon cannot teach us.^ ruder heads

ftand amazed at thofe prodigious pieces

of nature. Whales, Elephants, Dromida-
ries, and Camels; thefe I confefle, are

the Coloflus and Majeftick pieces of her
hand ; but in thefe narrow Engines there

is more curious Mathematicks, and the

civilitie of thefe little Citizens, more
neatly ict forth the wifedome of their

Maker ; Who admires not J^egio-Monta-

nus his Fly beyond his Eagle, or won-
ders not more at the operation of two
foules in thofe little bodies, than but one
in the trunck of a Cedar .> I could ne-

ver content my contemplation with

thofe generall pieces of wonders, the

flux and reflux of the fea, the encreafe of
Nile, the converlion of the Needle to

the North, and have ttudied to match
and parallel thofe in the more obvious

and negledled pieces of Nature, which
without further travell I can doe in the

Cofmography of my felfe; wee carry

with us the wonders, we feeke without

C 2 us

:
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us : There is all Africa^ and her prodigies

in us \ we are that bold and adventurous

piece of nature, which he that ftudies,

wifely learnes in a compendium^ what o-

thers labour at in a divided piece and
endlefle volume.

Stci. \6. Thus there are two bookes from
whence I colled: my Divinity; befides

that written one of God, another of his

fervant Nature, that univerfall and
publik Manufcript, that lies expans'd un-

to the eyes of all; thofe that never

faw him in the one, have difcove-

red him in the other: This was the

Scripture and Theology of the Hea-

thens ; the naturall motion of the Sun

made them more admire him, than its

fupematurall ftation did the Children

of Ifrael ; the ordinary effed: of nature

wrought more admiration in them, than

in the other all his miracles ; furely the

Heathens knew better how to joyne and

reade thefe myfticall letters, than wee
Chriftians, who call a more carelefle eye

on thefe common Hieroglyphicks, and
dif-
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difdain to fuck Divinity from the flowers

of nature. Nor do I fo forget God, as to

adore the name of Nature ; which I de-

fine not with the Schooles, the principle

of motion and reft, but, that ftreight and
regular line, that fetled and conftant

courfe the wifedome of God hath or-

dained the adlions of his creatures, ac-

cording to their feverall kinds. To make
a revolution every day is the nature of
the Sun, becaufe that neceflary courfe

which God hath ordained it, from
which it cannot fwerve, but by a faculty

from that voyce which firft did give it

motion. Now this courfe of Nature

God feldome alters or perverts, but like

an excellent Artift hath fo contrived his

worke, that with the felfe fame inftru-

ment, without a new creation hee may
efFed: his obfcureft delignes. Thus he

fweetneth the water with a wood, pre-

ferveth the creatures in the Arke, which
the blaft of his mouth might have as ea-

fily created : for God is like a skilfull

Geometrician, who when more eafily,

and with one ftroke of his Compafle, he
C 3 might



34 T{eligio Medici.

might defcribe, or divide a right line, had
yet rather doe this in a circle or longer

way, according to the conftituted and
forelaid principles of his art : yet this

rule of his hee doth fometimes pervert,

to acquaint the world with his preroga-

tive, left the arrogancy of our reafon

Ihould queftion his power, and conclude

he could not ; & thus I call the efFed:s of
nature the works of God, whofe hand &
inftrument fhe only is ; and therefore to

afcribe his adions unto her, is to devolve

the honor of the principall agent, upon
the inftrument ; which if with reafon we
may doe, then let our hammers rife up
and boaft they have built our houfes,

and our pens receive the honour of our

writings. I hold there is a generall beau-

ty in the works of God, and therefore

no deformity in any kind or fpecies of
creature whatfoever : I cannot tell by
what Logick we call a Toad, a Beare, or

an Elephant, ugly, they being created in

thofe outward fhapes and figures which
beft exprelle the adiions of their inward

formes. And having paft that generall

viiitation
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vifitation of God, who faw that all that

he had made was good, that is, confor-

mable to his will, which abhors defor-

mity, and is the rule oforder and beauty;

there is no deformity but in monftrofity,

wherein notwithftanding there is a kind

of beauty. Nature fo ingenioufly contri-

ving the irregular parts, as they become
fometimes more remarkable than the

principall Fabrick. To ipeake yet more
narrowly, there was never any thing ug-

ly, or mif-fhapen, but the Chaos ; where-

in notwithftanding to fpeake ftridtly,

there was no deformity, becaufe no
forme, nor was it yet impregnate by the

voyce of God: Now nature is not at

variance with art, nor art with nature

;

they being both the fervants of his pro-

vidence : Art is the perfed;ion ofNature:
Were the world now as it was the fixt

day, there were yet a Chaos: Nature
hath made one world, and Art another.

In briefe, all things are artificiall, for na-

ture is the Art of God.

This is the ordinary and open way-Sc^. 17.

C4 of
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of his providence, which art and indu-

ftry have in a good part difcovered,

whofe efFedls wee may foretell without

an Oracle; To forefliew thefe is not

Prophefie, but Prognoftication. There is

another way full of Meanders and La-

byrinths, whereof the Devill and Spirits

have no exadt Ephemerides, and that is

a more particular and obfcure method
of his providence, dired:ing the operati-

ons of individualls and fingle Eflences
;

this we call Fortune, that ferpentine and
crooked line, whereby he drawes thofe

adiions his wifedome intends in a more
unknowne and fecret way; This cryp-

tick and involved method, of his provi-

dence have I ever admired, nor can I re-

late the hiftory of my life, the occurren-

ces of my dayes, the efcapes of dangers,

and hits of chance with a Be:{o las Manos^

to Fortune, or a bare Gramercy to my
good ftarres : Abraham might have

thought the Ram in the thicket came
thither by accident; humane reafon

would have faid that meere chance con-

veyed Mofes in the Arke to the fight of
Pharaohs
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Pharaohs daughter ; what a Labyrinth is

there in the ftory ofjofeph^ able to con-

vert a Stoick ? Surely there are in every

mans life certaine rubs, doublings and
wrenches which pafle a while under the

efFed;s of chance, but at the laft, well ex-

amined, prove the meere hand of God :

'Twas not dumbe chance, that to difco-

ver the Fougade or Powder plot, con-

trived a mifcarriage in the letter. I like

the victory of 8 8. the better for that one
occurrence which our enemies imputed
to our difhonour, and the partiality of
Fortune, to wit, the tempefts and con-

trarietie of winds. King Philip did not
detradt from the Nation, when he faid,

he fent his Armado to fight with men,
and not to combate with the winds.

Where there is a manifeft disproporti-

on between the powers and forces of
two feverall agents, upon a maxime of
reafon wee may promife the vi(9:ory to

the fuperiour ; but when unexped:ed ac-

cidents flip in, and unthought of occur-

rences intervene, thefe muft proceed
from a power that owes no obedience to

thofe
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thole axioms : where, as in the writing

upon the wall, we behold the hand, but

fee not the fpring that moves it. The
fuccefle of that pety Province of Hol-
land (of which the Grand Seignieur

proudly faid. That if they fhould trou-

ble him as they did the Spaniard, hee

would fend his men with fhovels and
pick-axes and throw it into the Sea) I

cannot altogether afcribe to the ingenui-

ty and induftry ofthe people, but to the

mercy of God, that hath difpofed them
to fuch a thriving Genius-^ and to the will

of his providence, that difpofeth her fa-

vour to each Countrey in their preordi-

nate feafon. All cannot be happy at once,

for becaufe the glory of one State de-

pends upon the ruine of another, there is

a revolution and viciffitude of their

greatnefle, and muft obey the fwing of
that wheele, not moved by intelligences,

but by the hand of God, whereby all

Eftates arife to their Zenith and verticall

points, according to their predeftinated

periods. For the lives not onely ofmen,
but of Commonweales, and the whole

world,
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world, run not upon an Helix that ftill

enlargeth, but on a Circle, where arri-

ving to their Meridian, they decline in

obfcurity, and fall under the Horizon
againe.

Thefe muft not therefore bee named '^^<^. 18.

the efFecflis of fortune, but in a relative

way, and as we terme the workes of na-

ture. It was the ignorance ofmans rea-

fon that begat this very name, and by a

carelefle terme mifcalled the providence

of God : for there is no liberty for cau-

les to operate in a loofe and ftragling

way, nor any efFed: whatfoever, but
hath its warrant from fome univerfall

or fuperiour caufe. 'Tis not a ridiculous

devotion, to fay a Prayer before a game
at Tables ; for even in fortilegies and
matters ofgreateft uncertainty, there is a

fetled and preordered courfe of effects

;

'tis we that are blind, not fortune : be-

caufe our eye is too dim to difcover the
myftery of her efFeds, we foolilhly paint

her blind, & hoodwink the providence of
the Almighty. I cannot juilifie that con-

temptible
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temptible Proverb, That fooles onely are

fortunate , or that infolent Paradox, That
a wife man is out of the reach offortune ;

much lelle thofe opprobrious Epithets

of Poets, Whore
J
Baud^ and Strumpet : 'Tis

I confeile the common fate of men of
lingular gifts of mind, to be deftitute

of thofe of fortune ; which doth

not any way dejed: the fpirit of wifer

judgements, who throughly underftand

thejuftice of this proceedings and be-

ing enriched with higher donatives, caft

a more carelefle eye on thefe vulgar

parts of felicity. 'Tis a moft unjuft am-
bition, to deiire to engrofle the mercies

of the Almighty, nor to be content with

the goods of mind, without a pofleffion

of thofe of body or fortune : and 'tis an
errour worfe than herefie, to adore thefe

coplementall & circumftantiall pieces of
felicity, and undervalue thofe perfections

and ellentiall points ofhappinefle, wher-
in we refemble our Maker. To wifer de-

fires 'tis fatisfad:ion enough to deferve,

though not to enjoy the favours of for-

tune y let providence provide for fooles

:

'tis
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'tis not partiality,but equity in God, who
deales with us but as our naturall pa-

rents ; thofe that are able of body and

mind, he leaves to their deferts ; to thofe

of weaker merits hee imparts a larger

portion, and pieces out the defed: of one

by the excelle of the other. Thus have

wee no juft quarrell with Nature, for

leaving us naked, or to envie the homes,

hoofs, skins, and furs of other creatures,

being provided with reafon, that can

fupply them all. Wee need not labour

with fo many arguments to confute ju-

diciall Aftrology 5 for if there be a truth

therein, it doth not injure Divinity ; ifto

be born under Mercury dilpofeth us to

be witty, under lupiter to be wealthy, I

doe not owe a knee unto thefe, but unto

that mercifuU hand that hath ordered

my indifferent and uncertaine nativity

unto fuch benevolous afpedls. Thofe
that hold that all things were governed
by fortune had not erred, had they not
perfifted there : The Romans that ere-

dted a Temple to Fortune, acknowledg-
ed therein, though in a blinder way,

fome-
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fomewhat of Divinity ; for in a wife

fupputation all things begin and end in

the Almighty. There is a neerer way
to heaven than Homers chaine ; an eafie

Logick may conjoyne heaven and earth

in one argument, and with lefle than a

Sorites refolve all things into God. For
though wee Chriften efFedts by their

molt lenfible and neareft caufes, yet is

God the true and infallible caufe of all,

whofe concourle though it be generally

yet doth it fubdivide it felfe into the par-

ticular ad:ions of everything, and is that

fpirit, by which each Angular eflence not

onely fubfifts, but performes its ope-

ration.

SeB. 19. The bad conftrudlion and perverfe

comment on thefe paire of fecond cau-

fes, or vifible hands of God, have per-

verted the devotion of many unto A-
theifme ; who forgetting the honeft ad-

vifoes of faith, have liftened unto the

confpiracie of Paffion and Reafon. I

have therefore alwayes endeavoured to

compofe thofe fewds and angry diffenti-

ons
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ons between afFediion, faith, and reafon:

For there is in our foule a kind ofTrium-

virate, or Triple government of three

competitors, which diftradt the peace of
this our Common-wealth, not lelle than

did that other the State of Rome.
As Reafon is a rebell unto Faith, fo

paflion unto Reafon : As the propofitions

of Faith feeme abfurd unto Reafon, fo

the Theorems of Reafon unto paffion,

and both unto Reafon
;
yet a moderate

and peaceable difcretion may fo ftate

and order the matter, that they may bee

all Kings, and yet make but one Monar-
chy, every one exercifing his Soveraign-

ty and Prerogative in a due time and
place, according to the reftraint and li-

mit of circumftance. There is, as in Phi-

lofophy, fo in Divinity, fturdy doubts,

and boyfterous objedtions, wherewith

the unhappinefle of our knowledge too

neerely acquainteth us. More ofthefe no
man hath knowne than my felfe, which I

confefle I conquered, not in a martiall

pofture, but on my knees. For our endea-

vours are not onely to combate with

doubts
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doubts, but alwayes to difpute with the

Devill \ the villany of that ipirit takes

a hint of infidelity from our Studies, and
by demonftrating a naturality in one
way^ makes us miftruft a miracle in ano-

ther. Thus having perus'd the Archi-

doxis and read the fecret Sympathies

of things, he would dilTwade my beliefe

from the miracle of the Brazen Serpent,

make me conceit that image worked by
Sympathie, and was but an ^g}^ptian

tricke to cure their difeafes without a

miracle. Againe, having feene fome ex-

periments of Bitumen^ and having read

farre more of ISJaptha^ he whifpered to

my curiofitie the fire of the Altar might

be naturall, and bid me miftruft a mira-

cle in Elias when he entrench'd the Al-

tar round with water; for that inflamable

fubftance yeelds not eafily unto water,

but flames in the armes of its Antago-

nift : and thus would hee inveagle my
beliefe to thinke the combuftion of So-

dom might be naturall, and that there

was an Afphaltick and Bituminous na-

ture in that Lake before the fire of Go-

morrha.
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morrha: I know that Manna is now
plentifully gathered in Calabna^ and

Jofephus tels me in his dayes 'twas as

plentifull in Arabia*^ the Devill there-

fore made the quere^ Where was then the

miracle in the dayes oiMofes} the IJrae-

lites faw but that in his time, the natives

ofthofe Countries behold in ours. Thus
the Devill playd at Chefle with mee,

and yeelding a pawne, thought to gaine

a Queen of me, taking advantage of my
honeft endeavours; and whilft I laboured

to raife the ftrud:ure of my reafon, hee

ftriv'd to undermine the edifice of my
faith.

Neither had thefe or any other ever StB, lo.

fuch advantage of me, as to encline me
to any point of infidelity or defperate

pofitions of Atheifme ; for I have beene
thefe many yeares of opinion there was
never any. Thofe that held Religion

was the difference of man from beafts,

have fpoken probably, and proceed up-
on a principle as indud:ive as the other :

That dodlrine of Epicurm^ that denied

D the
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the providence of God, was no Atheifm,

but a magnificent and high-ftrained

conceit of his Majefty, which hee dee-

med too fublime to minde the triviall

adtions of thofe inferiour creatures

:

That fatall neceffitie of the Stoickes, is

nothing but the immutable Law of his

will. Thofe that heretofore denied the

Divinitie of the holy Ghoft, have been

condemned but as Heretickes; and

thofe that now deny our Saviour

(though more than Hereticks) are not fo

much as Atheifts : for though they de-

ny two perfons in the Trinity, they

hold as we do, there is but one God.
That villain and Secretary of Hell,

that compofed that mifcreant piece of
the three Impollors, though divided

from all Religions, and was neither

Jew, Turk, nor Chriftian, was not a po-

ntive Atheift. I confefle every Coun-

trey hath its Machiavell^ every age its

Lucian^ whereof common heads muft

not heare, nor more advanced judge-

ments too ralhly venture on : 'tis the

Rhetorick of Satan, and may per-

vert
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vert a loofe or prejudicate beleefe.

I confefle I have perufed them all, and s^si. ^\.

can difcover nothing that may ftartle a

difcreet beliefe : yet are there heads car-

ried ofF with the wind and breath of
fuch motives. I remember a Dodior in

Phyfick of Italy, who could not perfed:-

ly believe the immortality of the fbule,

becaufe Galen feemed to make a doubt
thereof With another I was familiar-

ly acquainted in France, a Divine and
man of fingular parts, that on the lame
point was fo plunged and gravelled

with * three lines oi Seneca^ that all our*Po/2wor-

Antidotes, drawne from both Scripture ^^'^ ."'^^"^

and Philofophy, could not expell thQlnortnlu.

povfon of his errour. There are a let of^ors mdi-

heads, that can credit the relations of '^ ^^'^ '^

. * r.. , ^ . noxia. COY'

Marmers, yet queltion the teiti- ^o«, ivec

monies of Saint Taul-^ and peremptori-/''^"^"^

ly maintaine the traditions of ALlian or rotilmri-

Pliny^ yet in Hiftories of Scripture, raife w«r,w«//«j^,-

Quere's and objediions, beleeving no^
more than they can parallel in humane
Authors. I confefle there are in Scrip-

D 2 ture

ars manet

JVoJiri—
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ture ftories that doe exceed the fable of
Poets, and to a captious Reader found

like Garagantua or Bevis : Search all the

Legends of times paft, and the fabulous

conceits of thefe prefent, and 'twill bee

hard to find one that deferves to carry

the buckler unto Sampfon^ yet is all this of
an eafie poflibility, if we conceive a di-

vine concourfe or an influence but from
the little finger of the Almighty. It is

impoflible that either in the difcourfe of
man, or in the infallible voyce of God,
to the weakenelle of our apprehenfions,

there fhould not appeare irregularities,

contradidiions, and antinomies : my
felfe could (hew a catalogue of doubts,

never yet imagined nor queftioned, as

I know, which are not refolved at the

firft hearing, not fantailick Quere's,

or objedtions of ayre: For I cannot
heare of Atoms in Divinity. I can read

the hiftory of the Pigeon that was
fent out of the Ark, and returned no
more, yet not queftion how Ihee found
out her mate that was left behind : That
LaT^rus was raifed from the dead, yet

not
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not demand where in the interim his

foule awaited ; or raife a Law-cafe, whe-
ther his heire might lawfully detaine

his inheritance, bequeathed unto him by
his death; and he, though reftored to

life, have no Plea or title unto his for-

mer pofleffions. Whether Eve was fra-

med out of the left fide of Adam^ I di-

fpute not ; becaufe I fland not yet aflu-

red which is the right fide of a man, or

whether there be any fuch diftindlion in

Nature ; that fhe was edified out of the

ribbe of Adam I believe, yet raife no
queftion who Ihall arife with that ribbe

at the RefurrecStion. Whether Adam
was an Hermaphrodite, as the Rabbines
contend upon the letter of the Text

;

becaufe it is contrary to reafon, there

Ihould bee an Hermaphrodite before

there was a woman, or a compofition of
two natures, before there was a fecond

compofed. Likewife, whether the world

was created in Autumne, Summer, or

the Spring; becaufe it was created in

them all ; for whatfoever Signe the Sun
poflefleth, thofe foure feafons are ad:u-

D 3 ally
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ally exiftent : It is the nature of this

Luminary to diftinguifh the feverall

feafons of the yeare, all which it makes
at one time in the whole earth, and fuc-

ceffive in any part thereof. There are a

bundle of curiofities, not onely in Phi-

lofophy but in Divinity, propofed and
difculled by men of moll fuppofed abi-

lities, which indeed are not worthy our

vacant houres, much lefle our ferious

ftudies ^ Pieces onely fit to be placed in

In T^aht- Pantagruels Library, or bound up with
'"*'*•

Tartaretus de modo Cacandi,

scff. 11. Thefe are niceties that become not

thofe that perufe fo ferious a Myllery.

There are others more generally que-

ftioned and called to the Barre, yet me
thinkes of an ealie, and poffible truth.

Tis ridiculous to put off, or drowne
the generall Flood of Noah in that

particular inundation o£ Deucalion: that

there was a Deluge once, feemes not to

mee fo great a miracle, as that there is

not one alwayes. How all the kinds of
Creatures, not only in their owne bulks,

but
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but with a competency of food & fufte-

nance, might be preferved in one Arke,

and within the extent of three hundred
cubits, to a reafon that rightly examines

it, will appeare very foelible. There is

another fecret, not contained in the

Scripture, which is more hard to com-
prehend, & put the honeft Father to the

refuge of a Miracle ; and that is, not

onely how the diftind: pieces of the

world, and divided Hands fhould bee

firft planted by men, but inhabited by
Tygers, Panthers and Beares. How
America abounded with beafts of prey,

and noxious Animals, yet contained not

in it that neceflary creature, a Horfe, is

very ftrange. By what paflage thofe, not

onely Birds, but dangerous and unwel-

come Beails came over: How
there bee creatures there, which
are not found in this triple Continent

;

all which muft needs bee ftrange unto
us, that hold but one Arke, and that

the creatures began their progrefle from
the mountaines of Ararat, They who to

falve this would make the Deluge par-

D 4 ticular,
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ticular, proceed upon a Principle that I

can no way grant ; not onely upon the

negative of holy Scriptures, but of
mine owne reafon, whereby I can make
it probable, that the world was as well

peopled in the time of Noah as in ours,

and fifteene hundred yeares to people

the world, as full a time for them as

foure thoufand yeares fince have beene

to us. There are other aflertions and
common tenents drawn from Scripture,

and generally beleeved as Scripture;

whereunto, notwithftanding, I would
never betray the libertie of my reafon.

'Tis a poftulate to me, that Methufalem

was the longert liv'd of all the children

of Adam^ and no man will bee able to

prove it; when from the procefle of
the Text I can manifeft it may be other-

wife. That Juda6 perilhed by hanging

himfelf, there is no certainety in Scrip-

ture, though in one place it feemes to

afErme it, and by a doubtfull word hath

given occafion to tranflate it
;
yet in ano-

ther place, in a more pund:uall defcripti-

on, it makes it improbable, and feemes to

overthrow
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overthrow it. That our Fathers, after

the Flood, erected the Tower of Babell^

to preferve themfelves againft a fecond

Deluge, is generally opinioned and be-

leeved
;
yet is there another intention of

theirs exprefled in Scripture : Befides, it

is improbable from the circumftance of
the place, that is, a plaine in the land of

Shinar, Thefe are no points of Faith,

and therefore may admit a free difpute.

There are yet others, and thofe fami-

liarly concluded from the Text, where-

in (under favour) I fee no conlequence.

The Church of Rome confidently

proves the opinion of Tutelary Angels,

from that anfwer when Veter knockt at

the doore, "^Tu not he but his j^ngel-^ that is,

might fome fay, his Meflenger, or fome

body from him ; for fo the Originall fig-

nifies, and is as likely to be the doubtful!

Families meaning. This expofition I

once fuggefted to a young Divine, that

anfwered upon this point, to which I re-

member the Francifcan Opponent re-

plyed no more, but. That it was a new
and no authentick interpretation.

Thefe
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Seci. 23. Thefe are but the conclufions, and
fallible difcourfes of man upon the

word of God, for fuch I doe beleeve the

holy Scriptures
;
yet were it of man, I

could not choofe but fay, it was the fin-

gulareft, and fuperlative Piece that hath

been extant fince the Creation ; were

I a Pagan, I ftiould not refraine the Le-

d:ure of it ; and cannot but commend
the judgement oi Ptolomy^ that thought

not his Library compleate without it

:

the Alcoran of the Turks (I fpeake with-

out prejudice) is an ill compofed Piece,

containing in it vaine and ridiculous er-

rours in Philofophy, impoffibilities, fid:i-

ons, and vanities beyond laughter, main-

tained by evident and open Sophifmes,

the policy of Ignorance, depofition of
Univerfities, and banifliment of Lear-

ning, that hath gotten foot by armes

and violence ; This without a blow hath
difleminated it felfe through the whole
earth. It is not unremarkable what
Philo firlt obferved. That the Law of
Mofes continued two thoufand yeares

with-
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without the leaft alteration ; whereas, we
fee, the Lawes of other Common-
weales doe alter with occafions; and
even thofe that pretended their origi-

nall from fome Divinity, to have vani-

(lied without trace or memory. I be-

leeve, befides Zoroafler^ there were di-

vers that writ before Mofesy who not-

withftanding have fuflered the common
fate of time. Mens Workes have an
age like themfelves; and though they

out-live their Authors, yet have they

a ftint and period to their duration : This

onely is a Worke too hard for the teeth

of time, and cannot perifh but in the ge-

nerall flames, when all things fhall con-

fefle their afhes.

I have heard fome with deepe fighs SeSL 14.

lament the loft lines of Cicero ; others

with as many groanes deplore the com-
buftion of the Library of Alexandria

;

for my owne part, I thinke there be too

many in the world, and could with pa-

tience behold the urne and afties of the

Vatican^ could I with a few others reco-

ver
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ver the perifhed leaves of Solomon. I

would not omit a Copy of Enochs Pil-

lars, had they many neerer Authors

than Jofephm^ or did not relifh fome-

what of the Fable. Some men have

written more than others have fpoken
j

* Pineda * Pineda quotes more Authors in one
in his A/o- ^orke, than are neceflary in a whole

"Ecciefiajii'
world. Of thofe three great inventions

ca quotes in Germany^ there are two which are

r^V'^^d"
^^^ without their incommodities,

fortie Au- ^ud 'tis difputable whether they exceed
thors. not their ufe and commodities. 'Tis not

a melancholy JJtinam of mine owne,

but the delires of better heads, that there

were a generall Synod ; not to unite the

incompatible difference of Religion, but

for the benefit of learning, to reduce it

as it lay at firft in a few and folid Au-
thours; and to condemne to the fire

thofe fwarms and millions of l^apfodies^

begotten onely to diftrad; and abufe the

weaker judgements of Scholars, and to

maintaine the Trade and Myltery of
Typographers.

stB. 1^. 1 cannot but wonder with what ex-

ceptions
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ceptions the Samaritanes could confine

their beliefe to the Pentateuch^ or five

Books of Mofes, I am afliamed at the

Rabbinicall Interpretation of the Jews,

upon the Old Teftament, as much as

their defection from the New : and true-

ly it is beyond wonder, how that con-

temptible and degenerate ifliie of Jacob

^

once fo devoted to Ethnick Superftiti-

on, and fo eafily feduced to the Idolatry

of their Neighbours, fhould now in

fuch an obftinate and peremptory be-

liefe, adhere unto their owne Doctrine,

exped: impoffibilities, and in the face

and eye of the Church perfift without

the leaft hope of converfion : This is a

vice in them, that were a vertue in us ; for

obftinacy in a bad caufe, is but conllan-

cy in a good. And herein I mull accufe

thofe of my own Religion ; for there is

not any of fuch a fugitive faith, fuch an
unliable belief, as a Chrillian; none that

do fo oft transforme themfelves, not un-

to feverall fhapes of Chriftianity and of
the fame Species, but unto more unnatu-
rall and contrary formes, of Jew and

Maho-
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Mahometan, that from the name of Sa-

viour can condefcend to the bare terme

of Prophet; and from an old beliefe

that he is come, fall to a new expecta-

tion of his comming: It is the promife

of Chrift to make us all one flock; but

how and when this union fhall be, is as

obfcure to me as the lafl: day. Of thofe

foure members of Religion wee hold a

flender proportion ; there are I confefle

fome new additions, yet fmall to thofe

which accrew to our Adverfaries, and

thofe onely drawne from the revolt of

Pagans, men but of negative impieties,

and fuch as deny Chrifl:, but becaufe

they never heard of him : But the Reli-

gion of the Jew is exprelly againfl: the

Chriilian, and the Mahometan againft

both ; for the Turke, in the bulke hee

now Hands, he is beyond all hope of

converfion ; if hee fall afunder there

may be conceived hopes, but not with-

out llrong improbabilities. The Jew
is obltinate in all fortunes; the perfe-

cution of fifteene hundred yeares hath

but confirmed them in their errour : they

have
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have already endured whatibever may-

be inflidied, and have fufFered, in a bad
caufe, even to the condemnation of
their enemies. Perfecution is a bad and
indired: way to plant Religion ; It hath

beene the unhappy method of angry

devotions, not onely to confirme ho-

neft Religion, but wicked Herefies, and
extravagant opinions. It was the firft

Hone and Bafis of our Faith, none can

more juftly boaft of perfecutions, and
glory in the number and valour ofMar-
tyrs j For, to fpeake properly, thofe are

true and almoft onely examples of for-

titude : Thofe that are fetch'd from the

field, or drawne from the anions of
the Campe, are not oft-times io truely

precedents of valour as audacity, and at

the beft attaine but to fome baftard

piece of fortitude : If wee fliall ftrid:ly

examine the circumftances and requi-

fites which Arlflotle requires to true and
perfed: valour, we fliall finde the name
onely in his Mafter Alexander^ and as

little in that Romane Worthy, Julius

Ceefar-j and ifany, in that eafie and ad:ive

way.
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way, have done fo nobly as to deferve

that name, yet in the pailive and more
terrible piece thefe have furpafled, and
in a more heroicall way may claime the

honour of that Title. 'Tis not in the

power of every honeft faith to proceed

thus farre, or pafle to Heaven through
the flames ; every one hath it not in that

full meafure, nor in fo audacious and
refolute a temper, as to endure thofe

terrible tefts and trialls, who notwith-

ilanding in a peaceable way doe truely

adore their Saviour, and have (no

doubt) a faith acceptable in the eyes of

God.

Sect. i6. Now as all that die in warre are

not termed Souldiers, fo neither can 1

properly terme all thofe that fufFer in

matters of Religion Martyrs. The
Councell of Confiance condemnes John

Huffs for an Heretick, the Stories of his

owne party ftile him a Martyr \ He mult

needs offend the Divinity of both, that

fayes hee was neither the one nor the

other : There are many (queltionlefle)

canoni-
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canonized on earth, that Ihall never be

Saints in Heaven ; and have their names

in Hiftories and Martyrologies, who in

the eyes of God, are not fo perfed: Mar-

tyrs as was that wife Heathen Socrates^

that fuffered on a fundamental! point

of Religion, the Unity of God. I have

often pitied the miferable Bifhop that

fuffered in the caufe of Antipodes^ yet

cannot choofe but accufe him of as

much madnefle, for expofing his living

on fuch a trifle, as thofe of ignorance

and folly that condemned him. I think

my confcience will not give me the lie,

if I fay, there are not many extant that

in a noble way feare the face of death

lefle than my felfe, yet from the morall

duty I owe to the Commandement of
God, and the naturall refpefts that I ten-

der unto the confervation of my eflence

and being, I would not perifli upon a Ce-
remony, Politick points, or indifferency

:

nor is my beleefe of that untrad:able

temper, as not to bow at their obltacles,

or connive at matters wherein there are

not manifeft impieties : The leaven

E therefore
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therefore and ferment of all, not onely

Civill, but Religious adiions, is wife-

dome; without which, to commit our

felves to the flames is Homicide, and
(I feare) bat to pafle through one fire

into another.

SccJ. 27. That Miracles are ceafed^ I can neither

prove, nor abfolutely deny, much lefle

define the time and period of their cefla-

tion j that they furvived Chrift, is mani-

feft upon record of Scripture ; that they

out-lived the Apoftles alfo, and were

revived at the converfion of Nations,

many yeares after, we cannot deny, if

wee fliall not queftion thofe Writers

whofe teftimonies wee doe not contro-

vert, in points that make for our owne
opinions ; therefore that may have fome
truth in it that is reported by the Jefu-

ites of their Miracles in the Indies, I

could wifh it were true, or had any o-

ther teftimony then their owne Pennes

:

they may ealily beleeve thofe Miracles

abroad, who daily conceive a greater at

home y the tranfmutation of thofe vifi-

ble
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ble elements into the body and blood

of our Saviour : for the converfion of
water into wine, which he wrought in

Cana^ or what the Devill would have
had him done in the wildernefle, of
ftones into Bread, compared to this, will

fcarce deferve tlie name of a Miracle

:

Though indeed, to fpeake properly,

there is not one Miracle greater than a-

nother, they being the extraordinary

effed: of the hand of God, to which* all

things are of an equall facility; and to

create the world as eafie as one iingle

creature. For this is alfo a miracle, not

onely to produce efFed:s againft, or above
Nature, but before Nature ; and to cre-

ate Nature as great a miracle, as to con-

tradid: or tranfcend her. Wee doe too

narrowly define the power of God, re-

ftraining it to our capacities. I hold that

God can doe all things, how he Ihould

work cotradidions I do not underftand,

yet dare not therefore deny. I cannot
fee why the Angel of God fhould que-
ftion Efdras to recall the time paft, if it

were beyond his owne power ; or that

E 2 God
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God fhould pofe mortalitie in that,

which hee was not able to performe
himfelfe. I will not fay God cannot,

but hee will not performe many things,

which wee plainely affirme he cannot

:

this I am fure is the mannerlieft propo-

iition, wherein notwithftanding 1 hold
no Paradox. For ftrictly his power is the

fame with his will, and they both with

all the reft doe make but one God.

seSi. z8. Therefore that Miracles have beene I

doe beleeve, that they may yet bee

wrought by the living I doe not deny :

but have no confidence in thofe which
are fathered on the dead ; and this hath

ever made me fufped: the efficacy of re-

liques, to examine the bones, queftion

the habits and appertinencies of Saints,

and even of Christ himfelfe : I cannot

conceive why the Croile that Helena

found and whereon Chrift himfelf died

fhould have power to reftore others

unto life • I excufe not Conflantine from
a fall off his horfe, or a mifchiefe from
his enemies, upon the wearing thofe

nayles
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nayles on his bridle which our Saviour

bore upon the Crofle in his hands : I

compute among your Pice fraudes^ nor

many degrees before confecrated

fwords and rofes, that which Baldwin

King of Jerufalem returned the Genovefe

for their coft and paines in his warre, to

wit the aflies oijohn the Baptift. Thofe
that hold the fancftitie of their foules

doth leave behind a tincfture and facred

facultie on their bodies, fpeake natu-

rally of Miracles, and doe not falve the

doubt. Now one reafon I tender fo

little devotion unto reliques is, I think,

the flender and doubtfuU refped: I have
alwayes held unto Antiquities : for that

indeed which I admire is farre before

antiquity, that is Eternity, and that is

God himfelfe 5 who though hee be ifti-

led the Antient of dayes, cannot receive

the adjunct; of antiquity, who was be-

fore the world, and fhall be after it, yet

is not older then it : for in his yeares

there is no Climadber, his duration is

eternity, and farre more venerable then
antiquitie.

E 3 But
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SeSi. 29. But above all things, I wonder how the

curiofitie of wifer heads could pafle that

great and indifputable miracle, the cefla-

tion ofOracles: and in what fwoun their

reafons lay, to content themfelves and

fit downe with fuch far-fetch't and ri-

diculous reafons as Plutarch alleadgeth

for it. The Jewes that can beleeve the

fupernaturall folftice of the Sunne in the

dayes oijoflma^ have yet the impudence

to deny the Eclipfe, which every Pagan

confefled at his death : but for this, it is

In his o evident beyond all contradidiion, *the
lacie of Devill himfelfe confefled it. Certainly
^ugujus.

^^ .^ ^^^ ^ warrantable curiofity, to ex-

amine the verity of Scripture by the

concordance of humane hiftory, or feek

to confirme the Chronicle of Hefier or

Daniel^ by the authority of Magajlhmes

or Herodotus. I confefle I have had an un-

happy curiofity this way, till I laughed

my felfe out of it with a piece ofji^inej

where hee delivers that the children of

Ifrael for being fcabbed were banifhed

out of Egypt. And truely fince I have

under-
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underftood the occurrences of the

world, and know in what counterfeit

fhapes & deceitfull vizzards times prefent

reprefent on the ftage things paft ; I doe
beleeve them little more than things to

come. Some have beene of my opini-

on, and endevoured to write the Hifto-

ry of their own lives ^ wherein Mojes

hath outgone them all, and left not one-

ly the ftory of his life, but as fome will

have it of his death alfo.

It is a riddle to me, how this ^o-SeSi.^o.

ry of Oracles hath not worm'd out
of the world that doubtfull conceit

of Spirits and Witches; how fo

many learned heads fliould fo farre

forget their Metaphylicks, and de-

ftroy the Ladder and fcale of crea-

tures, as to queftion the exiftence of
Spirits : for my part, I have ever belee-

ved, and doe now know, that there are

Witches; they that doubt of thefe, doe
not onely deny them, but Spirits ; and
are obliquely and upon confequence a

fort, not ofInfidels, but Atheiits. Thofe
E 4 that
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that to confute their incredulity defire

to fee apparitions, fhall queftionlefle ne-

ver behold any, nor have the power to

be fo much as Witches , the Devill hath

them already in a herefie as capitall as

Witchcraft, and to appeare to them,

were but to convert them : Of all the

delufions wherewith he deceives mor-
talitie, there is not any that puzleth mee
more than the Legerdemain of Change-

lings-^ I doe not credit thofe transfor-

mations of reafonable creatures into

beafts, or that the Devill hath a power
to tranfpeciate a man into a horfe, who
tempted Chrift (as a triall of his Divini-

tie) to convert but ftones into bread. I

could beleeve that Spirits ufe with man
the ad: of carnality, and that in both

fexes; I conceive they may affiime,

fteale, or contrive a body, wherein there

may be adion enough to content decre-

pit lull, or paflion to fatisfie more adtive

veneries^ yet in both, without a pofli-

bility of generation : and therefore that

opinion, that Antichrift fliould be borne
of the Tribe of Dan by conjundlion

with
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with the Devill, is ridiculous, and a con-

ceit fitter for a Rabbin than a Chriftian.

I hold that the Devill doth really pof-

fefle fome men, the fpirit of melancholy
others, the fpirit of delufion others ; that

as the Devill is concealed and deny-

ed by fome, fo God and good An-
gels are pretended by others, where-

of the late defed:ion of the Maid of
Germany hath left a pregnant exam-
ple.

Againe, I beleeve that all that uksesi.^i,

forceries, incantations, and fpells, are not

Witches, or as we terme them, Magici-

ans j I conceive there is a traditionall

Magicke, not learned immediately

from the Devill, but at fecond hand
from his Schollers; who having once

the fecret betrayed, are able, and doe
emperically practice without his ad-

vice, they both proceeding upon
the principles of nature: where a-

d:ives aptly conjoyned to difpofed

paflives, will under any Matter pro-

duce their efFeds. Thus I thinke

at
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at firft a great part of Philofophy was
Witchcraft, which being afterward de-

rived to one another, proved but Philo-

fophy, and was indeed no more but the

honell effecSts of Nature : What inven-

ted by us is Philofophy, learned from
him is Magicke. Wee doe furely owe
the difcovery of many fecrets to the

difcovery of good and bad Angels. I

could never pafle that.fentence of Tara-

celfus without an afterisk or annotati-
* Thereby on ^

^ AJcendens conjlellatum multa reve-
IS meant

^^^ quterenttbus mamalia natiirce^ i.e. opera
our good ta'tj i_-i*^i_ cl^ -

Angel ap- uei. I Qoe thmkc that many mytteries
pointed us afcribcd to our owne inventions, have

nXitr ^^^^^ ^^ courteous revelations of Spi-

rits ^ for thofe noble eflences in heaven
beare a friendly regard unto their fel-

low-natures on earth ; and therefore be-

leeve that thole many prodigies and
ominous prognoftickes which fore-run

the mines of States, Princes, and pri-

vate perfons, are the charitable premo-
nitions of good Angels, which more
carelefle enquiries terme but the effed:s

of chance and nature.

Now
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Now befides thefe particular and di-

vided Spirits, there may be (for ought I ^^^' 3^

know) an univerfall and common Spi-

rit to the whole world. It was the opi-

nion oiPlato^ and it is yet ofthe Hermeti-

call Philofbphers ; if there be a com-
mon nature that unites and tyes the

fcattered and divided individuals into

one fpecies, why may there not bee one
that unites them all? However, I am
fure there is a common Spirit that

playes within us, yet makes no part

of us, and that is the Spirit of God,
the fire and fcintillation of that no-

ble and mighty Ellence, which is the

life and radical! heat offpirits, and thofe

eflences that know not the vertue of
the Sunne, a fire quite contrary to the

fire of Hell : This is that gentle heate

that brooded on the waters, and in fix

dayes hatched the world; this is that

irradiation that difpells the mifts of
Hell, the clouds of horrour, feare, for-

row, defpaire ; and preferves the region

of the mind in lerenity : whofoever feels

not the warme gale and gentle ventila-

tion



7 2 jRjligio Medici.

tion of this Spirit (though I feele his

pulfe) I dare not fay he lives ; for true-

ly without this, to mee there is no heat

under the Tropick; nor any light,

though I dwelt in the body of the

Sunne.

y4s when the labouring Sun hath wrought his track,

Fj> to the top of lofty Cancers hach^

ihe ycie Ocean cracks^ thefrozen pole

Thawes with the heat of the Celeftiall coale ;

So when thy abfent beames begin /' impart

Againe a So 1ftice on my frozen hearty

My winters ov'r^ ?nf droopingfpirits fing,

And every pan revives into a Spring,

But if thy quickning beames a while decline^

And with their light blejfe not this Orbe of mine,,

A chillyfwft Jurprifeth every member.
And in the midji of June tfeele "December.

how this earthly temper doth debaje

The noble Soule,, in this her humble place !

IVhofe wingy nature ever doth afpire^

To reach that place whence firft it tooke its fire.

Thefeflames Ifeele,, which in my heart doe dwell,,

Are not thy beames,, but take theirfirefrom Hell:
quench them all,, and let thy light divine

Be as the Sunne to this poore Orbe of 7nine.

And
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And to thy facred Spirit convert thofe fires

^

JVhofe earthlyfumes choake my devout a/pires.

Therefore for Spirits I am fo farre^f<^-33

from denying their exiftence, that I

could eaiily beleeve, that not onely

whole Countries, but particular perfons

have their Tutelary, and Guardian An-
gels : It is not a ntw opinion of the

Church o£ l{omey but an old one of Py-

thagoras and Plato
'j
there is no herefie

in It, and if not manifeftly defined in

Scripture, yet is it an opinion of a good
and wholefome ufe in the courfe and
adlions of a mans life, and would ferve

as an Hypothefis to falve many doubts,

whereof common Philofophy afFordeth

no folution : Now if you demand my
opinion and Metaphylicks of their na-

tures, I confefle them very fhallow, molt
of them in a negative way, like that of
God \ or in a comparative, between our
felves and fellow creatures; for there

is in this Univerfe a Staire, or manifeit

Scale of creatures, rifing not diforderly,

or in confufion, but with a comely me-
thod



74 T^eligio Medici,

thod and proportion : betweene crea-

tures of meere exiftence and things of
life, there is a large dilproportion of
nature; betweene plants and animals

or creatures of fenfe, a wider difference

;

between them and man^, a farre greater

:

and if the proportion hold on, betweene

man and Angels there Ihould bee yet a

greater. We doe not comprehend
their natures, who retaine the firft defi-

nition of Porphyry^ and diftinguifh them
from our felves by immortality ; for be-

fore his fall, man alfo was immortall;

yet muft wee needs affirme that he had
a different eflence from the Angels : ha-

ving therefore no certaine knowledge
of their natures, 'tis no bad method of
the Schooles, whatfoever perfection we
finde obfcurely in our felves, in a more
compleate and abfolute way to afcribe

unto them. I beleeve they have an

extemporary knowledge, and upon the

firft motion of their reafon doe what we
cannot without ftudy or deliberation;

that they know things by their formes,

and define by fpecificall difference, what
we
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we defcribe by accidents and properties;

and therefore probabilities to us may
bee demonftrations unto them; that

they have knowledge not onely of the

fpecificall, but numericall formes of in-

dividualls, and underftand by what re-

ferved difference each fingle Hypoflajis

(befides the relation to its fpecies) be-

comes its numericall felfe. That as the

Soule hath a power to move the body
it informes, fo there's a Faculty to move
any, though informe none; ours upon
rellraint oftime, place, and diftance; but

that invifible hand that conveyed Ha-
bakkuk to the Lions den, or Philip to

^Q{otus^ infringeth this rule, and hath a

fecret conveyance, wherewith mortali-

ty is not acquainted ; if they have that

intuitive knowledge, whereby as in re-

flexion they behold the thoughts ofone
another, I cannot peremptorily deny
but they know a great part ofours. They
that to refute the Invocation of Saints,

have denied that they have any know-
ledge of our affaires below, have pro-

ceeded too farre, and muft pardon my
opinion
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opinion, till I can thoroughly anfwer

that piece of Scripture, u4t the converfion

of a /inner the Angels of heaven rejoyce, I

cannot with thofe in that great Father

fecurely interpret the worke of the firft

day, Fiat lux^ to the creation of Angels, ^

though (I confefle) there is not any crea-

ture that hath fo neare a glympfe of their

nature, as light in the Sunne and Ele-

ments ; we ftile it a bare accident, but

where it fubfitls alone, 'tis a fpirituall

Subllance, and may bee an Angel : in

briefe, conceive light invifible, and
that is a Spirit.

Sta. 34. Thefe are certainly the Magifteriall &
mailer pieces of the Creator, the Flower

(or as we may fay) the belt part of no-

thing, acftually exilting, what we are but

in hopes, and probabilitie, we are onely

that amphibious piece betweene a cor-

porall and fpirituall eilence, that mid-

dle forme that linkes thofe two toge-

ther, and makes good the method of

God and nature, that jumps not from

extreames, but unites the incompati-

ble
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ble diftances by fome middle and par-

ticipating natures; that wee are the

breath and fimilitude of God, it is in-

difputable, and upon record of holy-

Scripture, but to call our felves a Mi-

crocofme, or little world, I thought it

onely a pleafant trope of Rhetorick,

till my neare judgement and fecond

thoughts told me there was a reall truth

therein : for firft wee are a rude mafle,

and in the ranke of creatures, which on-

ly are, and have a dull kinde of being

not yet priviledged with life, or prefer-

red to fenfe or reafon ; next we live the

life ofplants, the life of animals, the life

ofmen, and at laft the life ofIpirits, run-

ning on in one myfterious nature thofe

five kinds of exiftences, which compre-

hend the creatures not onely of the

world, but of the Univerfe ; thus is man
that great and true Amphibium^ whofe
nature is dilpofed to live not onely like

other creatures in divers elements, but in

divided and dittinguiftied worlds;
for though there bee but one to fenfe,

there are two to reafon; the one viii-

ble, the other invifible, whereof Mojes

F feemes
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feemes to have left defcription, and of
the other fo obfcurely, that fome parts

thereof are yet in controverfie ; and
truely for the firlt chapters of Gene/is^ I

muft confefle a great deale ofobfcurity,
though Divines have to the power of
humane reafon endeavoured to make
all goe in a literall meaning, yet thofe

allegoricall interpretations are alfo pro-

bable, and perhaps the myfticall method
of Mofes bred up in the Hieroglyphicall

Schooles of the Egyptians.

Sen. 35. Now for that immateriall world, me
thinkes wee need not wander fo farre

as the firit moveable, for even in this

materiall fabricke the fpirits walke as

freely exempt from the affedtion of time,

place, and motion, as beyond the ex-

treameft circumference ; doe but extrad:

from the corpulency of bodies, or re-

folve things beyond their firft matter,

and you difcover the habitation of An-
gels, which if I call the ubiquitary,

and omniprefent eflence of God, I

hope I fliall not oifend Divinity; for

before
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before the Creation of the world God
was really all things. For the An-
gels hee created no new world, or

determinate manfion, and therefore

they are every where where is his ef-

fence, and doe live at a diftance even

in himfelfe : that God made all things

for man, is in fome fenfe true, yet not

fo farre as to fubordinate the creation

of thofe purer creatures unto ours,

though as miniftring Ipirits they doe,

and are willing to fulfill the will ofGod
in thefe lower and fublunary affaires of
man ; God made all things for himfelf,

and it is impoffible hee fhould make
them for any other end than his owne
glory j it is all he can receive, and all that

is without himfelfe ; for honour being an
externall adjund:, and in the honourer
rather than in the perfon honoured, it

was neceflary to make a creature, from
whom hee might receive this homage,
and that is in the other world Angels, in

this, man; which when we negleft, we
forget the very end of our creation, and
may juftly provoke God, not onely

F 2 to
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to repent that hee hath made the

world, but that hee hath fworne hee

would not deftroy it. That there is but

one worldj is a conclufion of faith. Ari-

fiotle with all his Philofophy hath not

beene able to prove it, and as weakely

that the world was eternall; that di-

fpute much troubled the penne of the

antient Philofophers, but Mojes deci-

ded that queftion, and all is falved with

the ViQ^ terme of a creation, that is, a

production of fomething out of no-

thing; and what is that? Whatfoever is

oppofite to fomething or more exadily,

that which is truely contrary unto God:
for he onely is, all others have an exi-

tlence, with dependency and are fome-

thing but by a diftindtion ; and herein is

Divinity conformant unto Philofophy,

and generation not onely founded on
contrarieties, but alfo creation ; God be-

ing all things is contrary unto nothing

out of which were made all things, and

fo nothing became fomething, and
Omneity informed Nullity into an ef-

fence.

The
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1

The whole Creation is a myftery, -Se(5?. 3^

and particularly that of man, at the

blaft of his mouth were the reit of the

creatures made, and at his bare word
they ftarted out of nothing : but in the

frame of man (as the text defcribes it)

he played the fenfible operator, and
leemed not fo much to create, as make
him; when hee had feparated the ma-
terials of other creatures, there confe-

quently refulted a forme and foule,

but having raifed the wals of man, he

was driven to a fecond and harder cre-

ation of a fubftance like himfelfe, an in-

corruptible and immortall foule. For
thefe two afFed:ions we have the Philo-

fophy, and opinion of the Heathens, the

flat affirmative of Plato^ and not a ne-

gative from Ariflotle : there is another

fcruple caft in by Divinity (concerning

its produdtion) much difputed in the

Germane auditories, and with that in-

diflerency and equality of arguments, as

leave the controveriie undetermined.

I am not of Paraceljus minde that

F 3 boldly
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boldly delivers a receipt to make a man
without conjundtion, yet cannot but

wonder at the multitude of heads that

doe deny traduction , having no other

argument to confirme their beliefe, then

that Rhetoricall fentence, and Antimeta-

thejis of Augiijiine^ Creando infunditur^

infundendo creatur \ either opinion will

confift well enough with religion, yet

1 fhould rather incline to this, did not

one objection haunt mee, not wrung
from fpeculations and fubtilties, but

from common fenfe, and obfervati-

on, not pickt from the leaves of any

author, but bred amongft the weeds

and tares of mine owne braine. And
this is a conclulion from the equivo-

call and monltrous productions in the

copulation of man with beaft ; for

if the foule of man bee not tranfmit-

ted and transfufed in the feed of the pa-

rents, why are not thofe produ(9:i-

ons meerely beafts, but have alfo an

impreflion and tind:ure of reafon in as

high a meafure as it can evidence it

felfe in thofe improper organs? Nor
truely
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truely can I peremptorily deny, that

the loule in this her fublunary eftate,

is wholly and in all acceptions inorga-

nically but that for the performance

of her ordinary ad:ions, is required

not onely a fymmetry and proper dif-

pofition of Organs, but a Crafis and
temper correfpondent to its operati-

ons; yet is not this mafle of flelh and
vifible ftrudlure the inllrument and
proper corps of the foule, but rather

of fenfe, and that the hand of rea-

fon. In our ftudy of Anatomy there

is a made of myiterious Philofophy,

and fuch as reduced the very Hea-
thens to Divinitie; yet amongil all

thofe rare difcoveries, and curious

pieces I finde in the fabricke of man,
I doe not fo much content my felfe,

as in that I finde not, that is no Or-
gane or inftrument for the rationall

foule; for in the braine, which wee
tearme the feate of reafon, there is

not any thing of moment more than
I can difcover in the cranie of a beaft :

and this is a fenlible and no incon-

F 4 fiderable
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fiderable argument of the inorganity of
the foule, at leail in that itr^iQ we ufu-

ally fo receive it. Thus we are men, and
we know not how, there is fomething

in us, that can be without us, and will

be after us, though it is ftrange that it

hath no hiftory, what it was before

us, nor cannot tell how it entred in

us.

Sici. 16. Now for thefe wals of flelh, where-

in the foule doth feeme to be immured
before the Refurredtion, it is nothing

but an elementall compofition, and a

fabricke that muft fall to afhes ; All

flejh is graffe^ is not onely metapho-

rically, out literally true, for all thofe

creatures we behold, are but the hearbs

of the field, digefted into flefh in

them, or more remotely carnified in

our felves. Nay further, we are what
we all abhorre, Antropophagi and Can-

nibals, devourers not onely of men, but

of our felves ; and that not in an allego-

ry, but a pofitive truth ; for all this

mafle of flefh which wee behold, came
in
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in at our mouths : this frame wee looke

upon, hath beene upon our trenchers;

In briefe, we have devoured our felves.

I cannot beleeve the wifedome of Py-

thagoras did ever pofitively, and in a li-

terall fenfe, afBrme his Metempfychojis^

or impoffible tranfmigration of the

foules of men into bealls : of all Me-
tamorphofes or tranfmigrations, I

beleeve onely one, that is of Lots

wife, for that of Nabuchodonofor pro-

ceeded not fo farre; In all others

I conceive there is no further verity-

then is contained in their implicite

fenfe and morality : I beleeve that the

whole frame of a bealt doth perifh,

and is left in the fame ftate after death,

as before it was materialled unto life;

that the foules of men know neither

contrary nor corruption, that they

fubfift beyond the body, and outlive

death by the priviledge of their pro-

per natures, and without a miracle ; that

the foules of the faithfull, as they leave

earth, take pofleffion of Heaven

:

that thofe apparitions, and ghoits

of
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of departed perfons are not the wan-
dring foules of men, but the unquiet

walkes of Devils, prompting and fugge-

fting us unto mifchiefe, bloud, and villa-

ny, inftilling, & Healing into our hearts,

that the blefled fpirits are not at reft in

their graves, but wander folicitous of
the affaires ofthe world; that thofe phan-

tafmes appeare often, and doe frequent

Cemiteries, charnall houfes, and Chur-
ches, it is becaufe thofe are the dor-

mitories of the dead, where the Devill

like an infolent Champion beholds

with pride the fpoyles and Trophies of
his vidtory in Adam,

Seel, 37. This is that difmall conqueft we all

deplore, that makes us fo often cry (O)

Adam^ quid fecifii} I thanke God I

have not thofe ftrait ligaments, or

narrow obligations to the world, as to

dote on life, or be convulft and trem-

ble at the name of death : Not that I

am infenfible of the dread and horrour

thereof, or by raking into the bowells

of the deceafed, continuall fight of A-
natomies
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natomies, Skeletons, or Cadaverous

reliques, like Vefpilloes, or Grave-ma-

kers, I am become ftupid, or have for-

got the apprehenfion of mortality, but

that marllialling all the horrours, and

contemplating the extremities thereof,

I finde not any thing therein able to

daunt the courage of a man, much lefle

a well refolved Chriftian. And there-

fore am not angry at the errour of our

firft parents, or unwilling to beare a

part of this common fate, and like the

beft of them to dye, that is, to ceafe to

breathe, to take a farewell of the ele-

ments, to be a kinde of nothing for a

moment, to be within one inftant of a

fpirit. When I take a full view and cir-

cle of my felfe, without this realonable

moderator, and equall piece of juftice,

Death, I doe conceive my felfe the mi-

ferableft perfon extant ; were there not

another life that I hope for, all the va-

nities of this world ftiould not intreat a

moments breath from me- could the

Devill worke my beliefe to imagine I

could ever dye, I would not out-live

that
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that very thought ; I have fo abjed: a

conceit of this common way of exi-

ftence, this retaining to the Sunne and
Elements, I cannot thinke this is to

be a man, or to live according to the

dignitie of humanity ; in expedtation of
a better I can with patience embrace
this life, yet in my bell meditations

doe often defie death; I honour any
man that contemnes it, nor can I

highly love any that is afraid of it
\

this makes me naturally love a Soul-

dier, and honour thofe tattered and con-

temptible Regiments that will die at

the command ofa Sergeant. For a Pagan
there may bee fome motives to bee in

love with life, but for a Chriftian to be

amazed at death, I fee not how hee can

efcape this Dilemma, that he is too {^Ti"

fible of this life, or hopelelle of the life

to come.

StEi. 38. Some Divines count Adam 30. yeares

old at his creation, becaufe they fup-

pofe him created in the perfed: age and
Itature of man ^ and furely wee are all

out
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out of the computation of our age, and

every man is iome moneths elder than

hee bethinkes him ; for we live, move,

have a being, and are fubjed: to the ad:i-

ons of the elements, and the malice of
difeafes in that other world, the trueft

Microcofme, the wombe of our mo-
ther ; for befides that generall and com-

mon exiftence wee r.re conceived to

hold in our Chaos, and whilft wee
ileepe within the bofome of our caufes,

wee enjoy a being and life in three di-

ftind: worlds, wherein we receive moft

manifeft graduations : In that obfcure

world and wombe of our mother, our

time is fhort, computed by the Moone
;

yet longer than the dayes of many crea-

tures that behold the Sunne, our felves

being not yet without life, {^nk^ and rea-

fbn, though for the manifeftation of its

adions, it awaits the opportunity of
obje<2:s; and feemes to live there but

in its roote and foule of vegetation :

entring afterwards upon the fcene of
the world, wee arife up and become
another creature, performing the rea-

fonable
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fonable actions of man, and obfcurely

manifefting that part of Divinity in us,

but not in complement and perfedtion,

till we have once more caft our fecon- ii

dine, that is, this flough of flefh, and are j

delivered into the laft world, that is, that

ineffable place of Paul^ that proper ubi

of fpirits. The fmattering I have of the

Philofophers ftone, (which is fome-

thing more then the perfect exaltation
j

of gold) hath taught me a great deale "

of Divinity, and inllrufted my beliefe,

how that immortall fpirit and incorrup-

tible fubftance of my foule may lye ob-

fcure, and fleepe a while within this

houfe of flefh. Thofe ftrange and myfti-

call tranfmigrations that 1 have obfer-

ved in Silkewormes, turn'd my Philo-

fophy into Divinity. There is in thefe

workes of nature, which feeme to puzle

reafon, fomething Divine, and hath

more in it then the eye of a common
fpe£tator doth difcover.

Seci. 39. I am naturally bafhfull, nor hath con-

verfation, age, or travell, beene able to

efFront
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efFront, or enharden me, yet I have one

part of modefty, which I have feldome

difcovered in another, that is (to fpeake

truly) I am not fo much afraid of death,

as aftiamed thereof; tis the very difgrace

and ignominy of our natures, that in a

moment can fo disfigure us that our

neareft friends, Wife, and Children

ftand afraid and ftart at us. The Birds

and Beafts of the field that before in a

natural 1 feare obeyed us, forgetting all

allegiance begin to prey upon us. This

very conceite hath in a tempelt difpofed

and left me willing to be fwallowed up
in the abyfle of waters ; wherein I had
perilhed unfeene, unpityed, without

wondring eyes, teares of pity, Led:ures

of mortality, and none had faid, quan-

tum mutatus ah illo ! Not that I am afha-

med of the Anatomy of my parts, or

can accufe nature for playing the bung-
ler in any part of me, or my owne viti-

ous life for contracting any fliamefuU

difeafe upon me, whereby I might not

call my felfe as wholefome a morfell

for the wormes as any.

Some
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Scci. 40. Some upon the courage of a fruitful!

iflue, wherein, as in the trueft Chroni-

cle, they feem to outlive themfelves, can

with greater patience away with death.

This conceit and counterfeit fubfiiting

in our progenies feemes to mee a meere
fallacy, unworthy the defires of a man,
that can but conceive a thought of the

next world ; who, in a nobler ambiti-

on, fhould defire to live in his fub-

ilance in Heaven rather than his name
and fhadow in the earth. And there-

fore at my death I meane to take a totall

adieu of the world, not caring for a

Monument, Hillory, or Epitaph, not

fo much as the bare memory of my
^

name to be found any where but in the

willed his univcrfall Regifter of God : I am not
friend not yet fo Cynicall, as to approve the *Te-
to bury

ft^j-j^ent of Dio£enes. nor doe I altoffe-

to hang ther allow that F^domontado or Lucan
\

him up

^^^^^ .^ Coelo tegitur^ qui iion habet urnam.

his hand He that unhuried lies wants not Ins Herje^
to flight Yor unto him a tomhe'^s the %Jniverfe.
away the ^ jy

Crowes. -tSUt
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But commend in my calmer judge-

ment, thofe ingenuous intentions that

defire to fleepe by the urnes of their Fa-

thers, and Itrive to goe the neatell way
unto corruption. 1 doe not envie the

temper of Crowes and Dawes, nor the

numerous and weary dayes of our Fa-

thers before the Flood. If there bee

any truth in Aftrology, I may outlive a

Jubilee, as yet I have not feene one re-

volution of Saturne^ nor hath my pulfe

beate thirty yeares, and yet excepting

one, have feene the Allies, and left un-

der ground, all the Kings of Europe,^ have
beene contemporary to three Empe-
rours, foure Grand Signiours, and as

many Popes; mee thinkes I have out-

lived my felfe, and begin to bee weary
of the Sunne, I have fhaked hands with

delight in my warme blood and Cani-

cular dayes, I perceive I doe Anticipate

the vices of age, the world to mee is

but a dreame, or mockftiow, and wee
all therein but Pantalones and Antickes

to my feverer contemplations.

It
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SeSi. 41. It is not, I confefle, an unlawfull Pray-

er to delire to furpafle the dayes of our
Saviour, or wifli to out-live that age

wherein he thought fitteft to dye, yet,

if (as Divinity afBrmes) there mall be

no gray hayres in Heaven, but all fliall

rife in the perfed; ftate of men, we doe
but out-live thofe perfed:ions in this

world, to be recalled unto them, by a

greater miracle in the next, and run on
here but to be retrograde hereafter.

Were there any hopes to out-live vice,

or a point to be fuper-annuated from
fin, it were worthy our knees to im-

plore the dayes of Methufelah, But age

doth not rediifie, but incurvate our na-

tures, turning bad difpofitions into

worfer habits, and (like difeafes) brings

on incurable vices ^ for every day as we
grow weaker in age, we grow ftronger

in finne, and the number of our dayes

doth but make our iinnes innumerable.

The fame vice committed at iixteene, is

not the fame, though it agree in all other

circumftances, at forty, but fwels and
doubles
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doubles from the circumftance of our

ages, wherein befides the conftant and
inexcufable habit of tranlgrefling, the

maturity of our Judgement cuts off pre-

tence unto excufe or pardon : every iin,

the oftner it is committed, the more it

acquireth in the quality ofevilly as it fuc-

ceeds in time, fo it precedes in degrees

of badnelle, for as they proceed they e-

ver multiply, and like figures in Arith-

meticke, the laft Itands for more than

all that went before it : And though I

thinke no man can live well once but

hee that could live twice, yet for my
owne part, I would not live over my
houres paft, or beginne againe the thred

of my dayes : not upon Cicerd^s ground,
becaufe I have lived them well, but for

feare I fiiould live them worfe : I find

my growing Judgement dayly inftrud:

me how to be better, but my untamed
afFediions and confirmed vitiofity makes
mee dayly doe worfe ; I finde in my
confirmed age the fame finnes I difco-

vered in my youth, I committed many
then becaufe I was a child, and becaufe

G 2 I
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I commit them ftill I am yet an Infant.

Therefore I perceive a man may bee
twice a child before the dayes of do-
tage, and ftand in need of ALfons bath

before threefcore.

SeEf. 41. And truely there goes a great deale of
providence to produce a mans life unto
threefcore ^ there is more required than

an able temper for thofe yeeres ; though
the radicall humour containe in it fuffi-

cient oyle for feventie, yet I perceive in

fome it gives no light paft thirtie ; men
affigne not all the caufes of long life

that write whole bookes thereof They
that found themfelves on the radicall

balfome or vitall fulphur of the parts,

determine not why ^bel liv'd not fo

long as Adam. There is therefore a fe-

cret glome or bottome of our dayes
^

'twas his wifedome to determine them,

but his perpetuall and waking provi-

dence that fulfils and accomplilheth

them, wherein the fpirits, our felves,

and all the creatures of God in a fecret

and difputed way doe execute his will.

Let them not therefore complaine of
imma-
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immaturitie that die about thirty, they

fall but like the whole world, whole
folid and well compofed fubftance

muft not expert the duration and period

of its conftitution, when all things are

compleated in it, its age is accomplilh-

ed, and the laft and generall fever may
as naturally deftroy it before fix thou-

fand, as me before forty; there is therfore

fome other hand that twines the thread

of life than that of nature ; wee are not
onely ignorant in Antipathies and oc-

cult qualities, our ends are as obfcure as

our beginnings, the line of our dayes is

drawne by night, and the various effedts

therein by a pencill that is invifible

;

wherein though wee confefle our igno-

rance, I am fure we doe not erre, if wee
fay, it is the hand of God.

I am much taken with two verfes oise^t. 43.

Lucauy fince I have beene able not one-
ly, as we doe at Schoole, to conftrue,

but underftand ;

Fi^urofque T>ei celant ut vivere durenty

Felix ejje mori,

G 3 We're
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We^re all deluded^ vainely fearching wayes.

To make us happy hy the length of dayes

;

For cunningly to make's protraH this breathy

The Gods conceale the happines of T)eath.

There be many excellent ftraines in that

Poet, wherewith his Stoicall Genius

hath liberally fupplyed him j and truely

there are fingular pieces in the Philofo-

phy of Z^no^ and dodirine of the Sto-

ickes, which I perceive, delivered in a

Pulpit, pafle for currant Divinity : yet

herein are they in extreames, that can al-

low a man to be his owne Ajfaj^ine^ and
{o highly extoU the end and luicide of
Cato j this is indeed not to feare death,

but yet to bee afraid of life. It is a brave

ad: of valour to contemne death,

but where life is more terrible than

death, it is then the trueft valour to

dare to live, and herein Religion hath

taught us a noble example : For all the

valiant a6ts of Ciirtius, Scevola or Co-

drus^ do not parallel or match that one
o( Job ; and fure there is no torture to

the racke of a difeafe, nor any Poyn-
yards in death it felfe like thofe in the

way or prologue unto it. Emori nolo^ fed
me
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me ejje mortuum nihil curo^ I would not

die, but care not to be dead. Were I

of C(efars Religion I fliould be of his de-

fires, and wifh rather to goe ofF at one

blow, then to be fawed in peeces by the

grating torture of a difeafe. Men that

looke no further than their outfides

thinke health an appertinance unto life,

and quarrell with their conftitutions for

being fick j but I that have examined the

parts of man, and know upon what ten-

der filaments that Fabrick hangs, doe
wonder that we are not alwayes fo j and
confidering the thoufand dores that

lead to death doe than^e my God that

we can die but once. 'Tis not onely the

mifchiefe of difeafes, and the villanie

of poyfons that make an end of us, we
vainly accufe the fury of Gunnes, and
the new inventions of death j 'tis in the

power of every hand to deftroy us, and
wee are beholding unto every one wee
meete hee doth not kill us. There is

therefore but one comfort left, that

though it be in the power of the weakeft

arme to take away life, it is not in the

ftrongeft to deprive us of death : God
G 4 would
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would not exempt himfelfe from that,

the mifery of immortality in the flefli,

he undertooke not that was in it immor-
tall. Certainly there is no happinelle

within this circle of flefli, nor is it in

the Opticks of thefe eyes to behold fe-

licity 'y the firft day of our Jubilee is

death ; the devill hath therefore faiPd

of his defires ; wee are happier with

death than we fliould have beene with-

out it: there is no mifery but in himfelfe

where there is no end of mifery ; and fb

indeed in his own fenfe, the Stoick is in

the right. Hee forgets that hee can die

who complaines of mifery, wee are in

the power of no calamitie while death is

in our owne.

SeSi. 44. Now befides this literall and pofi-

tive kinde of death, there are others

whereof Divines make mention, and

thofe I thinke, not meerely Metapho-

ricall, as Mortification, dying unto fin

and the world ; therefore, I fay, every

man hath a double Horofcope, one of

his humanity, his birth j another of his

Chri-
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Chriftianity, his baptifme, and from this

doe I compute or calculate my Nativi-

tie, not reckoning thofe Horce combu-

fiay and odde dayes, or efteeming my
felfe any thing, before I was my Savi-

ours, and inrolled in the Regifter of
Chrift : Whofoever enjoyes not this

life, I count him but an apparition,

though he weare about him the fenfible

affediions of flefli. In thefe morall ac-

ceptions, the way to be immortall is to

die daily, nor can I thinke I have the

true Theory of death, when I contem-
plate a skull, or behold a Skeleton

with thofe vulgar imaginations it cafts

upon us ; I have therefore enlarged that

common Memento moriy into a more
Chriftian memorandum, Memento qua-

tuor novijlima^ thofe foure inevitable

points of us all. Death, Judgement, Hea-
ven, and Hell. Neither did the contem-
plations of the Heathens reft in their

graves, without a further thought of
^adamanth or fbme judiciall procee-

ding after death, though in another
way, and upon fuggeftion of their natu-

rall
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rail reafons. I cannot but marvaile from
what Sihyll or Oracle they ftole the pro-

phefy of the worlds deftrudlion by fire,

or whence Lucan learned to fay,

Comunis mundo fuperejt rogus^ oj^ibus ajlra

Mijiurus.

There yet remaines to tP world one common

fire,^

Wherein our bones withJiarsJhall make one

pyre,

I beleeve the world growes neare its

end, yet is neither old nor decayed, nor

will ever perifh upon the ruines of its

owne principles. As the worke of Cre-

ation was above nature, fo is its adver-

fary, annihilation; without which the

world hath not its end, but its mutati-

on. Now what force Ihould bee able

to confume it thus farre, without the

breath of God, which is the trueft con-

fuming flame, my Philofophy cannot

informe me. Some beleeve there went
not a minute to the worlds creation, nor

Ihal there go to its deftrucftion ; thofe fix

dayes fo punctually defcribed, make not

to them one moment, but rather feem to

manifeft
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manifeft the method and Idea of the

great worke of the intelled: of God,
than the manner how hee proceeded in

its operation. I cannot dreame that

there fhould be at the laft day any fuch

Judiciall proceeding, or calling to the

Barre, as indeed the Scripture feemes

to imply, and the literall commentators

doe conceive : for unlpeakable myfte-

ries in the Scriptures are often delive-

red in a vulgar and illuftrative way, and
being written unto man, are delivered,

not as they truely are, but as they may
bee underftood j wherein notwithftan-

ding the different interpretations accor-

ding to different capacities may ftand

firme with our devotion, nor bee any
way prejudiciall to each iingle edifica-

tion.

Now to determine the day and yeare-Se^sr. 4^

of this inevitable time, is not onely con-

vincible and ftatute madnefle, but alfo

manifeft impiety ^ How fhall we inter-

pret E/ias 6000. yeares, or imagine the

fecret communicated to a Rabbi, which
God
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God hath denyed unto his Angels }

It had beene an excellent quaere, to have
pofed the devill of Delphos^ and mull

needs have forced him to fome ftrange

amphibolog}^ ; it hath not onely mock-
ed the predictions of fundry Aftrolo-

gers in ages paft, but the prophecies of
many melancholy heads in thefe pre-

fent, who neither underftanding reafo-

nably things paft or prefent, pretend a

knowledge of things to come, heads or-

dained onely to manifeft the incredible

effects of melancholy, and to fulfill old

ciayes°^ prophefics, rather than be the authors

thereOiallof ncw. [In thofc daycs there fliall

come ly- comc warrcs and rumours of warresj to

fiife pro i^e feemes no prophefie, but a conftant
phers. truth, in all times verified fince it was

pronounced : There fhall bee iignes in

the Moone and Starres, how comes he
then like a theefe in the night, when he
gives an item of his comming ? That
common figne drawne from the revela-

tion of Antichrift is as obfcure as any
;

in our common compute he hath beene

come thefe many yeares, but for my
owne
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owne part to fpeake freely, I am halfe of
opinion that Antichrift is the Philofo-

phers ftone in Divinity, for the difco-

very and invention whereof, though
there be prefcribed rules, and probable

indubious, yet hath hardly any man
attained the perfect difcovery thereof.

That general! opinion that the world
growes neere its end, hath poflelled all

ages paft as neerely as ours ; 1 am afraid

that the Soules that now depart, cannot

efcape that lingring expoftulation of the

Saints under the Altar, ^oujque Domi-
ne? How long^ Lord? and groane in

the expectation of the great Jubilee.

This is the day that muft make good ^e^ ^6.

that great attribute of God, his Jultice,

that muft reconcile thofe unanfwerable
doubts that torment the wifeft under-

ftandings, and reduce thofe feeming in-

equalities, and refpedtive diftributions

in this world, to an equality and re-

compenlive Juftice in the next. This
is that one day, that Ihall include and
comprehend all that went before it,

wherein
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wherein as in the laft fcene, all the

Adiors mult enter to compleate and
make up the Cataftrophe of this great

peece. This is the day whofe memo-
ry hath onely power to make us honeft

in the darke, and to bee vertuous with-

out a witnelle. Ipfa face pretium virtus

Jibi^ that vertue is her owne reward, is

but a cold principle, and not able to

maintaine our variable refolutions in a

conftant and fetled way of goodnefle.

I have pradlifed that honeft artifice of
Seneca^ and in my retired and folitary

imaginations, to detaine me from the

foulenelTe of vice, have fancyed to my
lelfe the prefence of my deare and wor-

thieft friends, before whom I lliould lofe

my head, rather than be vitious, yet here-

in I found that there was nought but mo-
rall honefty, and this was not to be ver-

tuous for his fake who muft reward us

at the laft. I have tryed if I could reach

that great refolution of his, to be honeft

without a thought of Heaven or Hell
j

and indeed I found upon a naturall in-

clination, an inbred loyalty unto vertue,

that
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that I could ferve her without a livery,

yet not in that refolved and venerable

way, but that the frailty of my nature,

upon an eafie temptation, might be in-

duced to forget her. The life therefore

and ipirit of all our adiions, is the refur-

red:ion, and liable apprehenlion, that

our alhes fliall enjoy the fruit of our
pious endeavours j without this, all Reli-

gion is a Fallacy, and thofe impieties of
Luciav^ Euripedesj 2Lnd Julian avQ no blaf

phemies, but fubtile verities, and A-
theifts have beene the onely Philofo-

phers.

How fhall the dead arife, is no quefti- ^^^- 4^-

on of my faith ; to beleeve onely poffi-

bilities, is not faith, but meere Philofo-

phy ^ many things are true in Divinity,

which are neither inducible by reafon,

nor confirmable by fenfe, and many ^

things in Philofophy confirmable by
fenfe, yet not inducible by reafon. Thus
it is impoflible by any folid or demon-
ftrative reafons to perfwade a man to

beleeve the converfion of the Needle to

the
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the North ; though this be poffible, and
true, and eafily credible, upon a iingle

experiment unto the fenfe. I beleeve

that our eftranged and divided afhes

Ihall unite againe, that our feparated

duft after fo many pilgrimages and

transformations into the parts of mine-

rails, Plants, Animals, Elements, Ihall

at the voyce of God returne into their

primitive fhapes ; and joyne againe to

make up their primary and predeftinate

formes. As at the Creation, there was a

feparation ofthat confufed mafTe into its

fpecies, fo at the dellrudtion thereof

there Ihall bee a feparation into its di-

itinct individuals. As at the Creation of
the world, all the diftindl fpecies that

wee behold, lay involved in one made,

till the fruitfuU voyce of God fepara-

ted this united multitude into its feve-

rail fpecies: fo at the laft day, when
thefe corrupted reliques fhall be fcatte-

red in the wildernede of formes, and
feeme to have forgot their proper ha-

bits, God by a powerful! voyce Ihall

command them backe into their proper

iliapes,
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Ihapes, and call them out by their fingle

individuals : Then Ihall appeare the fer-

tilitie oi Jdam^ and the magicke of that

fperme that hath dilated into fo many
millions. I have often beheld as a mi-

racle, that artificiall refurred:ion and re-

vivification of Mercury^ how being mor-

tified into thoufand Ihapes, it aflumes

againe its owne,and returns into its nu-

mericall felfe. Let us fpeake naturally,

and like Philofophers, the formes of al-

terable bodies in thefe fensible corrup-

tions perilh not^ nor, as wee imagine,

wholly quit their manfions, but retire

and contrad: themfelves into their fecret

and unacceffible parts, where they may
beft proted: themfelves from the ad:ion

of their Antagonift. A plant or vegeta-

ble confumed to alhes, to a contempla-

tive and fchoole Philofopher feemes

utterly deftroyed, and the forme to have
taken his leave for ever ; But to a fenfible

Artift the formes are not perifhed, but

withdrawne into their incombuitible

part, where they lie fecure from the ad:i-

on of that devouring element. This is

made good by experience, which can

H from
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from the aflies of a plant revive the

plantj and from its cinders recall it in-

to its ftalk and leaves againe. What the

Art of man can doe in thefe inferiour

pieces, what blafphemy is it to affirme

the finger of God cannot doe in thefe

more perfedt and fenfible ftrud:ures >

This is that myfticall Philofophy, from
whence no true Scholler becomes an

Atheift, but from the vifible eifedts of
nature, growes up a reall Divine, and be-

holds not in a dreame, as E\ekiel^ but in

an ocular and vifible object the types of
his refurredlion.

SiSi. 47. Now, the neceflary Manfions

of our reftored felves are thofe two
contrary and incompatible places

wee call Heaven and Hell ; to de-

fine them, or ftriitly to determine what
and where thefe are, furpafleth my Di-

vinity. That elegant Apoftle which
feemed to have a glimpfe of Heaven,

hath left but a negative defcription

thereof; Which neither eye hath feen,

nor eare hath heard, nor can enter into

the heart of man : he was tranflated out

of
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of himfelf to behold it, but being retur-

ned into himfelfe could not exprefle it.

Saint Johns defcription by Emeralds,

Chryfolites, and pretious ftones, is too

weake to exprefle the materiall Heaven
we behold. Briefely therefore, where
the foule hath the full meafure, and
complement of happinefl^, where the

boundleflfe appetite of that fpirit re-

maines compleatly fatisfied, that it can

neither defire addition nor alteration,

that I thinke is truely Heaven : and this

can onely be in the enjoyment of that

efl^ence, whofe infinite goodneflfe is able

to terminate the defires of it felfe, and
the unfatiable wifhes of ours j where-

ever God will thus manifeft himfelfe,

there is Heaven, though within the cir-

cle of this fenjfible world. Thus the

foule of man may bee in Heaven any
where, even within the limits of his

owne proper body, and when it ceafeth

to live in the body, it may remaine in

its owne foule, that is its Creator. And
thus wee may fay that Saint Paul^ whe-
ther in the body, or out of the body,

H 2 was
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was yet in Heaven. To place it in the

Empyreall, or beyond the tenth Spheare,

is to forget the worlds deftrudlion j for

when this fenfible world fhall bee de-

Itroyed, all fhall then be here as it is now
there, an Empyreall Heaven, a quaji va-

cuitie, when to aske where Heaven is, is

to demand where the prefence of God
is, or where wee have the glory of that

happy vifion. Mofes that was bred up in

all the learning of the Egyptia}is^ com-

mitted a grolle abfurdity in Philofophy,

when with thefe eyes of flefli he delired

to fee God, and petitioned his Maker,
that is truth it felfe, to a contradid:ion.

Thofe that imagine Heaven and Hell

neighbours, and conceive a vicinity be-

tween thofe two extreames, upon confe-

quence of the Parable, where Dives dif-

courfed with LaT^anis in Abrahams bo-

fome, do too groifely conceive of thofe

glorified creatures, whole eyes Ihall eaii-

ly out-fee the Sunne, and behold without

a Perfpediive, the extremeft diftances

:

for if there fliall be in our glorified eyes,

the faculty of fight &recepti6 of objects

I
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I could thinke the vifible ipecies there

to be in as imlimitable a way as now
the intelled:uall. I grant that two bodies

placed beyond the tenth Spheare, or in

a vacuity, according to Ariflotles Philo-

fophy, could not behold each other, be-

caufe there wants a body or Medium to

hand and tranfport the vifible rayes of
the object unto the fenle; but when there

Ihall be a generall defed: of either Medi-
um to convey, or light to prepare & di-

fpofe that Medium, and yet a perfed: vi-

fion, wee muft fuipend the rules of our

Philofophy, and make all good by a
more abfolute piece of Opticks.

I cannot tell how to fay that fire is the SiSi. 48,

eflence of hell, I know not what to make
of Purgatory, or conceive a flame that

can either prey upon, or purifie the fub-

itance ofafoule; thol^ flames offulphure
mentioned in the Scriptures, I take not to

be underftood of this prefent Hell,but of
that to come, where fire fliall make up
the complement of our tortures, 6c have
a body or fubjed: wherein to manifefl:

H 3 its
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its tyranny : Some who hav^e had the

honour to be textuarie in Divinity^are of
opinion it fhall be the fame fpecificall

fire with ours. This is hard to conceive,

yet can I make good how even that

may prey upon our bodies, and yet not

confume us : for in this materiall world,

there are bodies that periift invincible

in the powerfuUeft flames, and though

by the ad:ion of fire they fall into igni^

tion and liquation, yet will they never

fuffer adeftrudiion: I would gladly know
how Mofes with an aftuall fire calcin'd,

or burnt the golden Calfe into powder:

for that myfliicall mettle of gold, whofe
folary and celeftiall nature I admire, ex-

pofed unto the violence of fire, grows

onely hot and liquifies, but confumeth

not : fo when the confumable and vola-

tile pieces of our bodies fliall be refined

into a more impregnable and fixed tem-

per like gold, though they fufFer from

the ad:ion of flames, they fliall never

perifli, but lie immortall in the armes of
fire. And furely if this frame muft: fuf-

fer onely by the adlion of this element,

there
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there will many bodies efcape, and not

onely Heaven, but earth will not bee at

an end, but rather a beginning j For at

prefent it is not earth, but a compofiti-

on of fire, water, earth, and aire j but at

that time ipoyled of thefe ingredients,

it fliall appeare in a fubftance more like

it felfe,its afties. Philofophers that opini-

oned the worlds defti ud:ion by fire, did

never dreame of annihilation, which is

beyond the power of fublunary cauies
;

for the laft and proper adiion of that ele-

ment is but vitrification or a reduction

of a body into Glafle j & therefore fome
of our Chymicks facetioufly affirm, that

at the laft fire all Ihall be cryftallized &
reverberated into glafle, which is the ut-

moft ad:ion of that element. Nor need

we fear this term [annihilation] or won-
der that God will deftroy the workes of
his Creation : for man fubfifting, who
is, and will then truely appeare a Mi-
crocofme, the world cannot bee faid

to be deftroyed. For the eyes of God,
and perhaps alfo of our glorified felves,

Ihall as really behold and contemplate

H 4 the
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the world in its Epitome or contradted

eflence, as now it doth at large and in its

dilated fubftance. In the feed of a Plant

to the eyes of God, and to the under-

itanding of man, there exilts, though in

an invifible way, the perfed: leaves, flow-

ers, and fruit thereof: (forthings that are

m pojje to the fenfe, are actually exiftent

to the underftanding.) Thus God be-

holds all things, who contemplates as

fully his workes in their Epitome, as in

their full volume, and beheld as amply
the whole world in that little compen-
dium of the lixth day, as in the fcattered

and dilated pieces of thofe five before.

secf. 49. Men commonly fet forth the torments

of Hell by fire, and the extremity of
corporall afflidiions, and defcribe Hell in

the fame method that Mahomet doth
Heaven. This indeed makes a noyfe, and
drums in popular eares: but if this be the

terrible piece thereof, it is not worthy to

Itand in diameter with Heaven, whofe
happineile confills in that part that is

bell able to comprehend it, that immor-
tall ellence, that tranflated divinity and

colony
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colony of God, the foule. Surely though
wee place Hell under earth, the Devils

walke and purine is about it^ men fpeake

too popularly who place it in thofe fla-

ming mountaines, which to grofler ap-

prehenfions repreient Hell. The heart of
man is the place the devill dwels in ; I

feele fbmtimes a hell within my felfe,

Lucifer keeps his court in my breft, Le-

fion is revived in me. There are as many
els as Anaxagorai conceited worlds

\

there was more than one hell in Magda-
len^ when there were feven devils; for e-

very devill is an hell unto himfelfe : hee
holds enough of torture in his owne
2ibi^ and needs not the mifery of circum-

ference to afflicSl him, and thus a diftra-

d:ed confcience here is a fliadow or in-

troduction unto hell hereafter; Who can

but pity the mercifull intention of thofe

hands that doe deftroy themfelves ? the

devill were it in his power would doe
the like, which being impoffible his mi-
feries are endlefle, and he fufFers moft in

that attribute wherein he is impaflible,

his immortality.

I
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StSi. )o. I thanke God, and with joy I mention

it, I was never afraid of Hell, nor never

grew pale at the defcription of that

place ; I have fo fixed my contempla-

tions on Heaven, that I have almoft for-

got the Idea of Hell, and am afraid ra-

ther to lofe the joyes of the one than

endure the mifery of the other^ to be de-

prived of them is a perfed: hell, <5c needs

me thinkes no addition to compleate

our afBi(3:ions; that terrible terme hath

never detained me from fin, nor do I

owe any good action to the name there-

of: I feare God, yet am not afraid of
him, his mercies make me alhamed of
my fins, before his judgements afraid

thereof: thefe are the forced and fe-

condary method of his wifedome,

which he ufeth but as the laft remedy,

and upon provocation, a courfe rather

to deterre the wicked,than incite the ver-

tuous to his worfhip. I can hardly

thinke there was ever any feared into

Heaven, they goe the faireft way to

Heaven, that would ferve God without

a Hell, other Mercenaries that crouch

unto
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unto him in feare of Hell, though they

terme themfelves the fervants, are in-

deed but the (laves of the Almighty.

And to be true, and fpeake my foule, SeSi. n.

when I furvey the occurrences of my
life, and call into account the finger of
God, I can perceive nothing but

an abyfle and malle of mercies, either

in generall to mankind, or in particular

to my felfe ; and whether out of the

prejudice ofmy affediion, or an inverting

and partiall conceit of his mercies, I

know not, but thofe which others

terme croiles, afflidiions, judgements,

misfortunes, to me who enquire farther

into them than their vifible efFed:s, they

both appeare, and in event have ever

proved the iecret and dillembled fa-

vours of his affeilion. It is a lingular

piece of wifedome to apprehend truly,

and without paffion the workes of God,
and fo well to diftinguifh his juftice

from his mercy, as not to mifcall thofe

noble attributes
j
yet it is likewife an ho-

neft piece of Logick fo to difpute and
argue the proceedings of God, as to di-

ftinguifh
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ftinguifli even his judgements into mer-

cies. For God is mercifull unto all, be-

cauie better to the worft, than the bell

deferve, and to fay he punilheth none
in this world, though it be a Paradox,

is no abfurdity. To one that hath com-
mitted murther, if the Judge fhould

onely ordaine a Fine, it were a

madnelle to call this a punifhment, and
to repine at the fentence, rather than ad-

mire the clemency of the Judge. Thus
our offences being mortall, and defer-

ving not onely death, but damnation,

if the goodnelle of God be content to

traverfe and pafle them over with a

lolle, misfortune, or difeafe ; what
frenfie were it to terme this a punifh-

ment, rather than an extremity of mer-
cy, and to groane under the rod of
his judgements, rather than admire the

Scepter of his mercies > Therefore to a-

dore, honour, and admire him, is a debt
of gratitude due from the obligation of
our nature, ftates, and conditions ; and
with thele thoughts, he that knowes
them beft, will not deny that 1 adore

him

;
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him ; that I obtaine Heaven, and the

blifle thereof, is accidentally and not the

intended worke of my devotion, it being

a felicitie I can neither thinke to deferve,

nor fcarfe in modefty to expert. For
thefe two ends ofus all, either as rewards

or punifhments, are mercifully ordained

and diiproportionally difpofed unto
our actions, the one being fo far beyond
our deferts, the other fo infinitely below
our demerits.

There is no falvation to thofe that^ecX 52.

beleeve not in Chrift, that is, fay fome,

fince his Nativity, and as Divinity af-

firmeth, before alfo; which makes me
much apprehend the end of thofe ho-

neft Worthies and Philofophers which
died before his Incarnation. It is hard to

place thofe foules in Hell whofe worthy
lives doe teach us vertue on earth j me-
thinks amongft thofe many fubdivifions

of hell, there might have bin one Limbo
left for thefe: What a ftrange vilion will

it be to fee their poeticall fid:ions con-

verted into verities, &. their imagined &
fancied Furies, into reall Devils } how
ftrange to them will found the Hifto-
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ry of Adam^ when they (hall fufFer for

him they never heard of? when they

derive their Genealogy from the Gods,

Ihall know they are the unhappy ifllie

of finfuU man ? It is an infolent part of

rcafon to controvert the works of God,
or queftion the juftice of his procee-

dings ; Could humility teach others, as

it hath inftrudted me, to contemplate

the infinite and incomprehenfible di-

itance betwixt the Creator and the

creature, or did wee ferioufly perpend

that one Simile of Saint Taul.^ Shall the

z'cjjellJay to the Potter^ Why hajl thou made

me thus ? it would prevent thefe arro-

gant difputes of reafon, nor would wee

argue the definitive fentence of God,
either to Heaven or Hell. Men that live

according to the right rule and law of
reafon, live but in their owne kinde, as

beafts doe in theirs j who juftly obey

the prefcript of their natures, and there-

fore cannot reafonably demand a re-

ward of their ad:ions, as onely obeying

the naturall didiates of their reafon. It

will therefore, and muft at lalt appeare,

that
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that all falvation is through Chrift
j

which verity I feare thefe great exam-

ples of vertue muft confirme, and make
it good, how the perfedteft ad:ions of
earth have no title or claime unto Hea-
ven.

Nor truely doe I thinke the lives oi SeSi. 53

theie or of any other were ever corre-

fpondent, or in all points conformable
unto their do(3:rines ; it is evident that

Ariflotle tranlgrefled the rule of his

owne Ethicksj the Stbicks that con-

demne paffion, and command a man to

laugh in Thdarts his Bull, could not en-

dure without a groane a fit of the ftone

or collick. The Scepticks that affirmed

they know nothing, even in that opmi-
on confute themfelves, and thought

they knew more than all the world be-

fide. Diogenes I hold to bee the moft

vaineglorious man of his time, and
more ambitious in refufing all honours,

than Alexander in rejecting none. Vice

and the Devill put a fallacie upon our
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reafons and provoking us too haftily to

run from it, entangle and profound us

deeper in it. The Duke of Venice^ that

weds himfelfe unto the Sea, by a ring

of Gold, I will not argue of prodigali-

ty, becaufe it is a folemnity of good
ufe and confequence in the State. But
the Philofopher that threw his money
into the Sea to avoyd avarice, was a no-

torious prodigal. There is no road or

ready way to vertue, it is not an eafie

point of art to difentangle our felves

from this riddle, or web of fin: Toper-
fed: vertue, as to Religion, there is re-

quired a Panoplia or compleat armour,

that whilft we lye at clofe ward againll

one vice we lye open to the vennie of
another : And indeed wifer difcretions

that have the thred of reafon to condudt
them, offend without a pardon ; where-

as under heads may Humble without

diflionour. There goe fo many circum-

Itances to piece up one good adion, that

it is a lellbn to be good, and wee are

forced to be vertuous by the booke.

Againe, the practice of men holds not

an
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an equall pace, yea, and often runnes

counter to their Theory ^ we naturally

know what is good, but naturally pur-

fue what is evill: the Rhetoricke where-

with I perfwade another cannot per-

fwade my felfe : there is a depraved ap-

petite in us, that will with patience

heare the learned inftrudiions of Rea-

fon ; but yet performc no farther than

agrees to its owne irregular Humour. In

briefe, we all are moniters, that is, a com-
pofition of man and beaft, wherein we
muft endeavour to be as the Poets fancy

that wife man Chiron^ that is, to have
the Region of Man above that of Beatt,

and fenfe to fit but at the feete of rea-

fon. Laftly, I doe defire with God,
that all, but yet affirme with men, that

few fhall know falvation, that the

bridge is narrow, the paflage llraite

unto life
^
yet thofe who doe confine

the Church of God, either to particu-

lar Nations, Churches, or Families, have
made it farre narrower than our Saviour

ever meant it.

I The
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SiSi. H. The vulgarity of thofe judgements

that wrap the Church of God in Stra-

bos cloake and reftraine it unto Europe,

feeme to mee as bad Geographers as

Alexander^ who thought hee had con-

quered all the world when hee not fiib-

dued the halfe of any part thereof: For
wee cannot deny the Church of God
both in Afia and Africa, if we doe not

forget the peregrinations of the Apo-
ftles, the death of their Martyrs, the

fefEons of many, and even in our refor-

med judgement lawfuU councells held

in thofe parts in the minoritie and non-

age of ours: nor muft a few differences

more remarkable in the eyes of man
than perhaps in the judgement of God,
excommunicate from heaven one ano-

ther, much lelle thofe Chriftians who
are in a manner all Martyrs, maintaining

their faith in the noble way of perfecu-

tion, and ferving God in the fire, where-

as we honour him but in the Sunfliine.

'Tis true we all hold there is a number
of Eledt and many to be faved, yet take

our
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our opinions together, and from the

confiilion thereof there will be no fach

thing as falvation, nor fliall any one be

faved ; for firft the Church of l^me
condemneth us, wee likewife them, the

Sub-reformifts and SecStaries fentence

the Doctrine of our Church as damna-
ble, the Atomift, or Familift reprobates

all thefe,and all thefe them againe. Thus
whilft the mercies of God doth pro-

mife us heaven, our conceits and opini-

ons exclude us from that place. There
muft be therefore more than one Saint

Peter^ particular Churches and Sed:s

ufurpe the gates of heaven, and turne

the key againft each other, and thus we
goe to heaven againft each others wills,

conceits and opinions, and with as

much uncharity as ignorance, doe erre

I feare in points, not onely of our ov/n,

but on anothers falvation.

I beleeve many are iaved who to-S'ecf. 55.

man feeme reprobated, and many are

reprobated, who in the opinion and fen-

tence of man, ftand eledted ^ there will

1 2 appeare
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appeare at the laft day, ftrange, and un-

exped:ed examples, both of his jullice

and his mercy, and therefore to define

either is folly in man, and infolency,

even in the devils; thofe acute andfub-
till fpirits, in all their fagacity, can

hardly divine who fhall be fayed, which
if they could prognoftick, their labour

were at an end ; nor need they com-
pafle the earth, feeking whom they may
devoure. Thofe who upon a rigid ap-

plication of the Law, ientence Solomon

unto damnation, condemne not onely

him, but themfelves, and the whole
world ; for by the letter, and written

Word of God, we are without excep-

tion in the ftate of death, but there is a

prerogative of God, and an arbitrary

pleafure above the letter of his owne
Law, by which alone wee can pretend

unto falvation, and through which So-

lomon might be as eafily faved as thofe

who condemne him.

Serf. ^6. The number of thofe who pretend un-

to lalvation, and thofe infinite fwarmes
who
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who thinke to palle through the eye of
this Needle, have much amazed me.

That name and compellation of little

Flocke^ doth not comfort but dejed:

my devotion, efpecially when I refledt

upon mine owne unworthinefle, where-

in, according to my humble apprehen-

fions, I am below them all. I beleeve

there fliall never be an Anarchy in Hea-
ven,but as there are Hierarchies amongtt
the Angels, fo fhall there be degrees of
priority amongft the Saints. Yet is it

( I proteft ) beyond my ambition to

afpire unto the firft rankes, my defires

onely are, and I fhall be happy therein,

to be but the laft man, and bring up the

Rere in Heaven.

Againe, I am confident, and fully per- Se6i. 57.

fwaded, yet dare not take my oath of
my ialvation; I am as it were fure,and do
beleeve, without all doubt, that there is

fuch a City as Confiantinople^ yet for me
to take my oath thereon, were a kinde
of perjury, becaufe I hold no infallible

warrant from my owne fenfe to con-

I 3 firme
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firme me in the certainty thereof. And
truely, though many pretend an abfo-

lute certainty of their falvation, yet

when an humble foule Ihall contem-

plate her owne unworthinefle, fhe fhall

meete with many doubts and fuddaine-

ly finde how little wee ftand in need of

the precept of Saint Paul^ Worke outyour

Jalvation with feare and trembling. That
which is the caufe of my election, I hold

to be the caufe of my falvation, which

was the mercy, and beneplacit of God,
before I was, or the foundation of the

world. Before Abraham was^ I am^ is the

faying of Chrift, yet is it true in fome
fenfe if I fay it ofmy felfe, for I was not

onely before my felfe, but Adam^ that

is, in the Idea of God, and the decree

of that Synod held from all Eternity.

And in this fenfe, I fay, the world was

before the Creation, and at an end be-

fore it had a beginning ; and thus was I

dead before I was alive, though my
grave be England^ my dying place was

Paradife, •:ivAEve mifcarried ofmee be-

fore Ihe conceiv'd of Cain,

Infolent
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Infolent zeales that doe decry good St£i,^z,

workes and rely onely upon faith, take

not away merit : for depending upon the

efficacy of their faith, they enforce the

condition of God, and in a more fo-

phifticall way doe feeme to challenge

Heaven. It was decreed by God, that

onely thofe that lapt in the water like

dogges, fliould have the honour to de-

ftroy the Midianites^ yet could none of
thofe juftly challenge, or imagine hee

deferved that honour thereupon. I doe
not deny, but that true faith, and fuch

as God requires, is not onely a marke or

token, but alfo a meanes of our Salva-

tion, but where to finde this, is as ob-

fcure to me, as my laft end. And if our

Saviour could objed: unto his owne Di-

fciples, & favourites, a faith, that to the

quantity of a graine of Muftard feed, is

able to remove mountaines^ furely

that which wee boaft of, is not any
thing, or at the moft, but a remove from
nothing. This is the Tenor of my be-

leefe, wherein, though there be many
I 4 things
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things fingular, and to the humour of
my irregular felfe, yet, ifthey fquare not
with maturer Judgements, I difclaime

them, and doe no further father them,
than the learned and beft Judgements
(liall authorize them.

Thefecond part.

seSf, I. ^TOW for that other Vertue of Cha-

X^ rity, without which Faith is a meer

notion, and of no exiftence, I have ever

endeavoured to nourifli the mercifull

difpofition, and humane inclination I

borrowed from my Parents, and regu-

late it to the written and prefcribed

Lawes of Charity ^ and if 1 hold the

true Anatomy of my felfe, 1 am delinea-

ted 6c naturally framed to fuch a piece of

vertue: for I am of a conftitution fo ge-

nerall, that it conforts, and fympathi-

zeth with all things ; I have no anti-

pathy,
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pathy, or rather Idio-fyncrafie, in dyet,

humour, ayre, any thing ; I wonder not
at the French^ for their diflies of frogges,

fnailes, and toadftooles, nor at the

Jewes for Locufts and Grade-hoppers,

but being amongft them, make them my
common viands j and I finde they agree

with my ftomach as well as theirs; I

could digeft a Sallad gathered in a

Church-yard, as well as in a Garden.
I cannot ftart at the prefence of a Ser-

pent, Scorpion, Lizard, or Salamander

;

at the fight of a Toad, or Viper, I finde

in me no defire to take up a ftone to de-

ftroy them. I feele not in my felfe thofe

common antipathies that I can difcover

in others; Thofe nationall repugnan-

ces doe not touch me, nor doe I behold

with prejudice the French^ Italian^ Spa-

niard^ or Dutch ; but where I finde their

adlions in ballance with my Countrey-
mens, I honour, love, and embrace them
in the fame degree ; I was borne in the

eighth Climate, but feeme for to bee

framed, and conftellated unto all ; I am
no Plant that will not profper out of a

Gar-
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Garden. AH places, all ayres make
unto me one Country ; I am in En^land^

every where, and under any meridian

;

I have beene fhipwrackt, yet am not

enemy with the fea or winds ; I can ftu-

dy, play, or fleepe in a tempeft. In

briefe, I am averfe from nothing, my
confcience would give mee the lie if I

fhould fay I abfolutely deteft or hate

any eflence but the Devill, or fo at leaft

abhorre any thing but that wee might
come to compofition. If there be any

among thofe common objedis of hatred

I doe contemne and laugh at, it is that

great enemy of reafon, vertue and reli-

gion, the multitude, that numerous
piece of monftrofity, which taken afim-

der feeme men, and the reafonable crea-

tures of God ; but confufed together,

make but one great beaft, & a monftro-

fity more prodigious than Hydra ; it is

no breach of Charity to call thefe

fooles, it is the ftile all holy Writers

have afforded them, fet downe by So-

lomon in canonicall Scripture, and a

point of our faith to beleeve fo. Neither

in
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in the name of multitude doe I onely in-

clude the bafe and minor fort of peo-

ple ; there is a rabble even amongft the

Gentry, a fort of Plebeian heads,

whofe fancy moves with the fame

wheele as thefe ; men in the lame Le-

vell with Mechanickes, though their

fortunes doe fomewhat guild their in-

firmities, and their purfes compound for

their follies. But as in calling account,

three or foure men together come Ihort

in account of one man placed by himfelf

below them : So neither are a troope of
thefe ignorant Doradoes, of that true

elteeme and value, as many a forlorne

perfon, whofe condition doth place

them below their feet. Let us ipeake

like Politicians, there is a Nobility

without Heraldry, a naturall dignity,

whereby one man is ranked with ano-

ther, another Filed before him, accor-

ding to the quality of his defert, and
preheminence of his good parts.

Though the corruption of thefe times,

and the byas of prefent pradiife wheele

another way, thus it was in the firft and
primi-
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primitive Common-wealths, and is yet

in the integrity and Cradle of well-or-

dered polities, till corruption getteth

ground, ruder defires labouring after

that w*'*' wifer confiderations contemn,

every one having a liberty to amafle &
heape up riches, and they a licenfe or fa-

culty to doe or purchafe any thing.

SeSi. 2. This generall and indifferent temper

of mine, doth more neerely difpofe mee
to this noble vertue. It is a happinefle to

be borne and framed unto vertue, and to

grow up from the feeds of nature, ra-

ther than the inoculation and forced

graffes of education
5
yet if we are dire-

died only by our particular Natures, and

regulate our inclinations by no higher

rule than that of our reafons, we are but

Moralifts^ Divinity will ftill call us Hea-

thens. Therfore this great worke of cha-

rity, muft have other motives, ends, and

impulfions ; I give no almes to fatisfie the

hunger of my Brother, but to fulfill and

accomplifh the Will and Command of
my God ^ I draw not my purfe for his

fake that demands it, but his that enjoy-

ned
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ned it ; I relieve no man upon the Rheto-

rick of his miferies, nor to content mine
own commiferating difpofition, for this

is ftill but morall charity, and an ad: that

oweth more to paflion than reafon. Hee
that relieves another upon the bare fug-

geftion and bowels of pity, doth not this

{o much for his fake as for his own : for

by compaffion we make anothers mifery

our own, & fo by relieving them, we re-

lieve our felves alfo. It is as erroneous a

conceite to redrefle other mens misfor-

tunes upon the common confiderations

of mercifull natures, that it may bee one
day our own cafe, for this is a finifter and
politick kind of charity, wherby we feem
to befpeak the pities of men, in the like

occafions; and truly I have obferved that

thofe profefled Eleemofynaries, though
in a croud or multitude, doe yet dired:

and place their petitions on a few and
feleded perfons ; there is furely a Phy-
liognomy, which thofe experienced

and Matter Mendicants obferve, where-

by they inftantly difcover a mercifull

afped, and will lingle out a face,

wherein
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wherein they fpy the fignatures and
markes of mercy : for there are myfti-

cally in our faces certaine characters

which carry in them the motto of our

Soules, wherein he that cannot read ^.5. T.

may read our natures. I hold moreover

that there is a Phytognomy, or Phy-

liognomy, not onely of men, but of

Plants, and Vegetables; and in every

one of them, fome outward figures

which hang as fignes or bufhes of their

inward formes. The finger of God
hath left an infcription upon all his

workes, not graphicall or compofed of
Letters, but of their feverall formes,

conftitutions, parts, and operations,

which aptly joyned together doe make
one word that doth exprefle their na-

tures. By thefe Letters God cals the

Starres by their names, and by this Al-

phabet Jdam affigned to every creature

a name peculiar to its Nature. Now
there are befides thefe Charadlers in our

faces, certaine myllicall figures in our

hands, which I dare not call meere da-

fhes, Itrokes, a la volee^ or at randome,

becaufe
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becaufe delineated by a pencill, that ne-

ver workes in vaine ; and hereof I take

more particular notice, becaufe I carry

that in mine owne hand, which I could

never read of, nor difcover in another.

Artfiotle^ I confefle, in his acute, and
fingular booke of Phyfiognomy, hath

made no mention of Chiromancy, yet

I beleeve the Egyptians^ who were nee-

rer addidled to thofe abftrufe and my-
fticall fciences, had a knowledge there-

in, to which thofe vagabond and coun-

terfeit Egyptians did after pretend, and
perhaps retained a few corrupted prin-

ciples, which fometimes might verifie

their prognoftickes.

It is the common wonder of all men,
how among fo many millions of faces,

there fliould be none alike ; Now con-

trary, I wonder as much how there

fhould be any; he that (hall confider

how many thoufand feverall words
have beene careleily and without ftudy

compofed out of 24. Letters; withall

how many hundred lines there are to

be drawn in the fabrick of one man

;

IhaU
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fhall ealily finde that this variety is ne-

ceflary : And it will bee very hard that

they Ihall fo concur as to make one

portrait like another. Let a Painter

carelefly limbe out a Million of faces,

and you fhall finde them all different,

yea let him have his copy before him,

yet after all his art there will remaine

a fenfible diftindtion ; for the patterne

or example of every thing is the per-

fed:eft in that kind, whereof wee ftill

come fhort, though wee tranfcend or

goe beyond it, becaufe herein it is wide

and agrees not in all points unto its

Copy. Nor doth the fimilitude of crea-

tures difparage the variety of nature, nor

any way confound the workes of God.

For even in things alike, there is di-

verfitie, and thofe that doe feeme to

accord, doe manifettly difagree. And
thus is Man like God, for in the fame

things that wee refemble him, wee are

utterly different from him. There was

never any thing fo like another, as in all

points to concurre, there will ever

fome referved difference flip in, to pre-

vent
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vent the Identity, without which, two
feverail things would not be alike, but

the fame, which is impoffible.

But to returne from Philofophy to SiSi.^.

Charity, I hold not fo narrow a con-

ceit of this vertue, as to conceive that

to give almes, is onely to be Charita-

ble, or thinke a piece of Liberality can

comprehend the Totall of Charity ; Di-

vinity hath wifely divided the ad: there-

of into many branches, and hath taught

us in this narrow way, many pathes

unto goodneffe; as many wayes as we
may doe good, fo many wayes we may
bee Charitable ; there are infirmities,

not onely of body, but of foule, and
fortunes, which doe require the merci-

fuU hand of our abilities. I cannot con-

temn a man for ignorance but behold
him with as much pity as I doe La'x^rus,

It is no greater Charity to cloath his

body, than apparell the nakednelle of
his Soule. It is an honourable objed: to

fee the reafons of other men weare our
Liveries, and their borrowed underftan-

K dings
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dings doe homage to the bounty of
ours. It is the cheapeft way of benefi-

cence, and like the naturall charity of
the Sunne illuminates another without

obfcuring it felfe. To be referred and
caitif in this part of goodnefle, is the

fordideft piece of covetoufnefle, and
more contemptible than the pecuniary

avarice. To this (as calling my felfe a

SchoUer) I am obliged by the duty of
my condition, I make not therefore my
head a grav^e, but a treafure of know-
ledge ; I intend no Monopoly, but a

Community in learning ; I ftudy not

for my owne fake onely, but for theirs

that ftudy not for themfelves. I envy
no man that knowes more than my
felfe, but pity them that know lefle. I

inftrud: no man as an exercife of my
knowledge, or with an intent rather to

nouriih and keepe it alive in mine owne
head, than beget and propagate it in his-

and in the midlt of all my endeavours

there is but one thought that deje(3:s

me, that my acquired parts muft perifh

with my lelfe, nor can bee Legacyed
among
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among my honoured Friends. I can-

not fall out or contemne a man for an

errour, or conceive why a difference in

opinion fliould divide an affediion : for

controverfies, difputes, and argumen-

tations, both in Philofophy, and in Di-

vinity, if they meete with difcreet and
peaceable natures, doe not infringe the

Lawes of Charity in all difputes; fo

much as there is of paflion, io much
there is of nothing to the purpofe, for

then reafon like a bad hound fpends

upon a falie fent, and forfakes the que-

ftion firft ftarted. And this is one rea-

fon why controverfies are never deter-

mined, for though they be amply pro-

pofed, they are fcarfe at all handled,

they doe fo fwell with unneceiTary

Digreffions, and the Parenthefis on the

party, is often as large as the maine dif-

courfe upon the Subjed:. The Founda-
tions of Religion are already eftabliflied,

and the principles of Salvation fubfcri-

bed unto by all, there remaines not

many controverfies worth a paffion,

and yet never any difputed without, not

K 2 onely
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onely in Divinity, but in inferiour Arts

:

What a ^ctrpcf.x'^fjLvofjLitx^^') ^^d hot skir-

miih is betwixt S, and T. in Lucian ?

How doth Grammarians hack and flafli

Whether for the Genitive cafe in Jupiter, How
^o-visox doe they breake their owne pates to
jupttm,

^^^jQ ^]^2.t oi Prifcian ? Si foret in terris^

rideret Democritus. Yea, even amonglt

wifer militants, how many wounds
have beene given, and credits flaine for

the poore vidtory of an opinion or beg-

gerly conqueft of a diftindlion > Schol-

lers are men of peace, they beare no
armes, but their tongues are (harper

then Jtiins his razor, their pens car-

ry farther, and give a lowder report

than thunder ; I had rather ftand in the

Ihock of a Bafdifco than in the fury of
a mercilefle Pen. It is not meere zeale to

Learning, or devotion to the Mufes,

that wifer Princes Patron the Arts, and

carry an indulgent afped: unto Schoi-

lers, but a delire to have their names

eternized by the memory of their wri-

tings, and a feare of the revengefiiU p^i

of fucceeding ages : for thefe are the

men
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men, that when they have played their

parts, and had their exits^ muft ftep out

and give the morall of their Scenes, and
deliver unto pofterity an Inventory of
their vertues and vices. And furely

there goes a great deale of confcience

to the compiling of an Hiftory, there

is no reproach to the fcandall of a Sto-

ry ; It is fuch an Authenticke kinde of
falfehood that with authority belies our
good names to all Nations and Po-

Iteritie.

There is another offence unto Cha- Se^. 4.

rity, which no Author hath ever writ-

ten of, and few take notice of, and
that's the reproach, not of whole pro-

feffions, myfteries and conditions,

but of whole nations, wherein by op-

probrious Epithets wee mifcall each o-

ther, and by an uncharitable Logicke
from a difpoiition in a few conclude a

habit in all.

Le mutin Anglois^ et le hravacbe Efcojfots ;

Le hougre Italien^ et kfol Francois y

K3 Le
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Le poultron Romain^ le lanon de Gafcongne^

L EJpa^olfuperhe^ et rAleman yuron^e.

Saint Vaul that cals the Cretians lyers,

doth it but indirectly and upon quotati-

on of their owne Poet. It is as bloody

a thought in one way as Neroes was in

another. For by a word wee wound a

thoufand, and at one blow aflafline the

honour of a Nation. It is as com-

pleate a piece of madnefTe to mifcall

and rave againft the times, or thinke to

recall men to reafon, by a fit of paffion :

Democritiis that thought to laugh the

times into goodnefle, feemes to mee as

deepely Hypochondriack, as Heradi-

tiis that bewailed them • it moves not

my fpleene to behold the multitude

in their proper humours, that is, in their

fits of folly and madnefTe, as well un-

derftanding that Wifedome is not pro-

phan'd unto the World, and 'tis the pri-

viledge of a few to be vertuous. They
that endeavour to abolifh vice deftroy

alfo vertue, for contraries, though they

deftroy one another, are yet the life of
one another. Thus vertue (abolifh vice)

is
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is an Idea; againe, the communitie of

linne doth not di(parage goodnefle ; for

when vice gaines upon the major part,

vertue, in whom it remaines, becomes

more excellent, and being loft in fome,

multiplies its goodnefle in others which
remaine untouched, and perfifts intire

in the generall inundation. I can there-

fore behold vice without a Satyre, con-

tent onely with an admonition, or in-

llrudlive reprehenfion ; for Noble na-

tures, and fuch as are capable of good-
nefle, are railed into vice, that might
as eafily bee admoniflied into vertue;

and we fhould be all fo farre the Ora-
tors of goodnefle, as to proted: her from
the power of vice, and maintaine the

caufe of injured truth. No man can juft-

ly cenfure or condemne another, be-

caufe indeed no man truely knowes a-

nother. This I perceive in my felfe, for

I am in the darke to all the world, and
my neareft friends behold mee but in a

cloud, thofe that know mee but fuper-

ficially, thinke lefl^ of me than I doe of
my felfe

J
thofe of my neere acquain-

K 4 tance
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tance thinke more; God, who truely

knowes me, knowes that I am nothing,

for hee onely beholds me, and all the

world, who lookes not on us through

a derived ray, or a trajedlion of a fenli-

ble fpecies, but beholds the iubftance

without the helpes of accidents, and
the formes of things, as wee their ope-

rations. Further, no man can judge ano-

ther, becaufe no man knowes himfelfe,

for we cenfure others but as they difa-

gree from that humour which wee fan-

cy laudable in our felves, and commend
others but for that wherein they feeme

to quadrate and confent with us. So
that in conclulion, all is but that we all

condemne, felfe-lov^e. 'Tis the gene-

rail complaint of thefe times, and per-

haps of thofe paft, that charity growes

cold ; which I perceive moft verified in

thofe which moft doe manifeft the fires

and flames of zeale; for it is a vertue

that beft agrees with coldeft natures,

and fuch as are complexioned for humi-
lity : But how Ihall we expedt charity

towards others, when we are uncharita-

ble
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ble to our felves? Charity begins at

home, is the voyce of the world, yet is

every man his greateft enemy, and as

it were, his owne executioner. Non De-

cides^ is the Commandement of God,
yet fcarfe obferved by any man ^ for I

perceive every man is his owne Jtropos^

and lends a hand to cut the thredof his

owne dayes. Cain was not therefore

the firft murtherer, but Adam^ who
brought in death ^ whereof hee beheld

the pradlife and example in his owne
fonne Abel^ and faw that verified in the

experience of another, which faith could

not perfwade him in the Theory of
himfelfe.

There is I thinke no man that appre- Sici. s.

hends his owne miferies lelle than my
felfe, and no man that fo neerely ap-

prehends anothers. I could lole an
arme without a teare, and with few
groans, mee thinkes, be quartered into

pieces
;
yet can I weepe moft ferioufly

at a Play, and receive with a true pafli-

on, the counterfeit griefes of thofe

knowne
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knowne and profelTed impoftures. It is

a barbarous part of inhumanity to adde
unto any afBidted parties mifery, or

endeavour to multiply in any man, a

paffion, whofe fingle nature is already

above his patience ; this was the grea-

teft affliction of Job^ and thofe oblique

expoftulations of his friends a deeper

injury than the downe-right blowes of
the Devill. It is not the teares of our

owne eyes onely, but of our friends al-

fo, that doe exhauft the current of our

forrowes, which falling into many
llreames, runne more peaceably, and is

contented with a narrower channel. It

is an ad: within the power ofcharity, to

tranflate a paffion out of one breaft into

another, and to divide a forrow almoft

out of it felfe ; for an affliction like a

dimeniion may be fo divided, as if not

indivifible, at leaft to become infenfible.

Now with my friend I defire not to

fhare or participate, but to engrofle his

forrowes, that by making them mine
owne, I may more eafily difcufle them

;

for in mine owne reafon, and within

my
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my felfe I can command that, which I

cannot entreate without my felfe, and
within the circle ofanother. I have often

thought thofe Noble paires and exam-
ples of friendfliip not fo truely Hifto-

ries of what had beene, as fictions of
what fliould be, but I now perceive no-

thing in them, but poffibilities, nor
any thing in the Hcroick examples of
Damon and Pythias ^ Achilles and Patro-

clusy which mee thinkes upon fome
grounds I could not performe within

the narrow compaile of my felfe.

That a man lliould lay down his life for

his friend, feemes ftrange to vulgar affe-

d:ions, and fuch as confine themfelves

within that worldly principle. Charity

beginnes at home. For mine owne part

I could never remember the relations

that I held unto my felfe, nor the refped;

that I owe unto mine owne nature, in the

caufe of God, my Country, and my
Friends. Next to thefe three, I doe em-
brace my felfe ; I confeUe I doe not ob-

ferve that order that the Schooles or-

daine our affediions, to love our Parents,

Wifes,
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Wifes, Children, and then our Friends,

for excepting the injundiions of Religi-

on, I doe not find in my felfe fuch a ne-

ceflary and indillbluble Sympathy to

all thofe of my bloud. I hope I doe

not breake the fifth Commandement, if

I conceive I may love my friend before

the neareft of my bloud, even thofe to

whom I owe the principles of life ; I ne-

ver yet caft a true afFedion on a Woman,
but I have loved my Friend as I do ver-

tue, my foule, my God. From hence me
thinkes I doe conceive how God loves

man, what happinelle there is in the love

of God. Omitting all other, there are

three moft myfticall unions ; Two na-

tures in one perfon ; three perfons in

one nature ; one foule in two bodies.

For though indeed they bee really di-

vided, yet are they fo united, as they

feeme but one, and make rather a duali-

ty then two diftind: foules.

SeSf. 6. There are wonders in true afFedtion,

it is a body of j^nigmaes^ myfteries and
riddles, wherein two fo become one, as

they
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they both become two ; I love my friend

before my felfe, and yet me thinkes I do
not love him enough; fome ky^ months
hence my multiplyed afFediion will

make me beleeve I have not loved him
at all, when I am from him, I am
dead till I bee with him, when I am
with him, I am not fatisfied, but would
ftill be nearer him : united foules are not

fatisfied with embraces, but defire to

be truely each other, which being im-

poflible, their defires are infinite, and
mull proceed without a poffibility of
fatisfadlion. Another mifery there is

in afFedlion, that whom we truely love

like our owne, wee forget their lookes,

nor can our memory retaine the Idea of
their faces; and it is no wonder, for

they are our felves, and our aifediions

makes their lookes our owne. This no-

ble afFediion fals not on vulgar and com-
mon conftitutions, but on fuch as are

mark'd for vertue ; he that can love his

friend with this noble ardour, will in a

competent degree affedt all. Now if

wee can bring our afFed:ions to looke

beyond
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beyond the body, and caft an eye up-

on the foule, wee have found out the

true objedtj not onely of friendlhip but

charity j and the greateft happinefTe that

wee can bequeath the foule, is that

wherein we all doe place our laft felici-

ty, Salvation, which though it bee not

in our power to bellow, it is in our cha-

rity, and pious invocations to defire, if

not procure, and further. I cannot con-

tentedly frame a Prayer for my felfe in

particular, without a catalogue for my
friends, nor requeft a happinefle where-

in my fociable difpofition doth not de-

fire the fellowfhip of my neighbour. I

never heare the Toll of a paffing Bell,

though in my mirth, without my pray-

ers and bell wiflies for the departing

ipirit j I cannot goe to cure the body
of my Patient, but I forget my pro-

feffion, and call unto God for his foule
;

I cannot fee one fay his Prayers, but in-

llead of imitating him, I fall into a fup-

plication for him, who perhaps is no
more to mee than a common nature :

and if God hath vouchfafed an eare to

mv



J{eligio Medici. ijs

my fupplications, there are furely ma-

ny happy that never faw me, and en-

joy the bleffing of mine unknowne de-

votions. To pray for enemies, that is,

for their falvation, is no harfti precept,

but the pradiife of our daily and ordina-

ry devotions. I cannot beleeve the fto-

ry of the Italian, our bad wifhes and
uncharitable defires proceed no further

than this life ; it is the Devill, and the

uncharitable votes of Hell, that defire

our mifery in the world to come.

To doe no injury, nor take none, was Serr. 7.

a principle, which to my former yeares,

and impatient afFedlions, feemed to

Gontaine enough of morality, but my
more fetled yeares and Chriltian con-

ftitution have fallen upon feverer refo-

lutions. I can hold there is no fuch

thing as injury, that if there be, there

is no fuch injury as revenge, and no
fuch revenge as the contempt of an in-

jury; that to hate another, is to ma-
ligne himfelfe, that the truelt way
to love another, is to deipife our

felves.
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felves. I were iinjuft unto mine owne
confcience, if I fhould fay I am at va-

riance with any thing like my felfe, I

finde there are many pieces in this one
fabricke of man ; this frame is raifed

upon a mafle of Antipathies : I am
one mee thinkes, but as the world

;

wherein notwithftanding there are a

fwarme of diftind: eilences, and in

them another world of contrarieties

;

wee carry private and domefticke ene-

mies within, publike and more hoftile

adverfaries without. The Devill that

did but buffet Saint Paiilj playes mee
thinkes at Iharpe with me : Let mee be
nothing if within the compafle of my
felfe, I doe not find the battell of Le-

panto^ paflion againft reafon, reafon a-

gainlt faith, faith againft the Devill, and
my confcience againft all. There is

another man within mee that's angry

with mee^ rebukes, commands, and
daftards mee. I have no confcience

"

of Marble to refift the hammer of more
heavie offences, nor yet fo foft and

waxen, as to take the imprefEon of
each
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each lingle peccadillo or fcape of infir-

mity : I am of a ftrange beliefe, that it

is as eafie to be forgiven fome finnes, as

to commit fome others. For my origi-

nall linne, I hold it to be wafhed away
in my Baptifme; for my a(3:uall tranf-

greffions, I compute and reckon with

God, but from my laft repentance, Sa-

crament orgenerallabfolution: Andthere-

fore am not terrified with the linnes or

madneffe ofmy youth. I thanke the good-

nefle of God I have no finnes that want
a name, I am not lingular in offences,

my tranfgreflions are Epidemicall, and
from the common breath of our cor-

ruption. For there are certaine tempers

of body, which matcht with an humo-
rous depravity of mind, doe hatch and
produce viciofities, whofe newnefle and
monltrofity of nature admits no name

j

this was the temper of that Lecher that

carnald with a Statua, and the confti-

tution of JSero in his Spintrian recreati-

ons. For the heavens are not onely

fruitfull in new and unheard of ftarres,

the earth in plants and animals, but

L mens
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mens minds alfo in villany and vices;

now the dulnefle of my reafon, and the

vulgarity of my dilpofition^ never prom-

pted my invention, nor follicited my af-

fediion unto any of thefe
;

yet even

thofe common and quotidian infirmities -

that fo neceflarily attend me, and doe

feeme to bee my very nature, have fo

dejedted me, lo broken the eftimation
(

that I fhould have otherwife of my felfe,

that I repute my felfe the moft abjedieft
|

piece of mortality : Divines prefcribe a

fit of forrow to repentance, there goes

indignation, anger, forrow, hatred, into

mine, paffions of a contrary nature,

which neither feeme to fute with this

action, nor my proper conftitution. It is

no breach of charity to our felves to

be at variance with our vices, nor to

abhorre that part of us, which is an ene-

my to the ground of charity, our God

;

wherein wee doe but imitate our great

felves the world, whofe divided Antipa-

thies and contrary faces doe yet carry

a charitable regard unto the whole by
their particular difcords, preferving the

com-
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common harmony, and keeping in fet-

ters thofe powers, whofe rebellions

once Matters, might bee the mine of
all.

I thanke God, amongft thofe millions SeB. 8.

of vices I doe inherit and hold from
Adam^ I have efcaped one, and that a

mortall enemy to charity, the firft and
father fin, not only of man, but of the de-
vil. Pride, a vice whofe name is compre-

hended in a Monofyllable, but in its na-

ture circumfcribed not with a world j I

have efcaped it in a condition that can

hardly avoid it : thofe petty acquifitions

and reputed perfedlions that advance and
elevate the conceits of other men, adde
no feathers unto mine ; I have feene a

Grammarian toure, and plume himfelfe

over a fingle line in Horace^ and Ihew

more pride in the conftrudtion of one
Ode, than the Author in the compofure
of the whole book. For my owne part,

befides the Jargon and Patois of feve-

rall Provinces, I underftand no lelle

then fix Languages, yet I proteft I have

L 2 no
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no higher conceit of my ielfe than had
our Fathers before the confufion of Ba-

bel^ when there was but one Language
in the world, and none to boaft himfelfe

either Linguift or Criticke. I have not

onely feene feverall Countries, beheld

the nature of their climes, the Choro-
graphy of their Provinces, Topography
of their Cities, but underitood their fe-

verall Lawes, Cuftomes and Policies

;

yet cannot all this perfwade the dulnelle

of my fpirit unto fuch an opinion of my
felf, as I behold in nimbler & conceited

heads, that never looked a degree be-

yond their nefts. I know the names, and
fomewhat more, of all the conilellati-

ons in my Horizon, yet I have feene

a prating Mariner that could onely

name the Poynters and the North
Starre, out-talke mee, and conceit him-

i'elfe a whole Spheare above mee. I

know moft of the Plants of my Coun-
try and of thofe about mecj yet me
thinkes I do not know fo many as when
I did but know an hundred, and had
fcarcely ever Simpled further than

Cheap-



Religio Medici, 161

Cheap-fide : for indeed heads of capa-

city, and fuch as are not full with a

handfuU, or eafie meafure of knowledg,
thinke they know nothing, till they

know all, which being impoffible, they

fall upon the opinion of Socrates^ and
onely know they know not any thing.

I cannot thinke that Homer pin'd away
upon the riddle of the Filherman, or

that Ariftotle^ who underftood the un-

certainty of knowledge, and confefled

fo often the reafon of man too weake
for the workes of nature, did ever

drowne himfelfe upon the flux and re-

flux of Euripus : wee doe but learne to

day, what our better advanced judge-

ments will unteach to morrow : and
Arifiotle doth but inflirud: us as Plato did

him; that is, to confute himfelfe. I

have runne through all forts, yet finde

no reft in any, though our firft ftudies &
junior endeavors may ftile us Peripate-

ticks, Stoicks, or Academicks, yet I

perceive the wifeft heads prove at laft,

almoft all Scepticks, and ftand like Ja-
nm in the field of knowledge. I have

L 3 there-
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therefore on common and authentick

Philofophy I learned in the Schooles,

whereby I difcourfe and fatisfie the

reafon of other men, another more re-

ferred and drawne from experience,

whereby I content mine owne. Solo-

mon that complained of ignorance in

the height of knowledge, hath not one-

ly humbled my conceits, but difcoura-

ged my endeavours. There is yet ano-

ther conceit that hath fometimes made
me fhut my bookes; which tels mee it

is a vanity to walte our dayes in the

blind purfuit of knowledge, it is but at-

tending a little longer, and wee fliall

enjoy that by inftind: and infufion

which we endeavour at here by labour

and inquifition : it is better to fit downe
in a modeft ignorance, & reft contented

with the naturall bleffing of our owne
reafons, then buy the uncertaine know-
ledge of this life, with fweat and vex-

ation, which death gives every foole

gratis, and is an acceflary of our glo-

rification.
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I was never yet once, and commend Secr 9.

their refolutions who never marry
twice, not that I difallow of fecond

marriage ^ as neither in all cafes of Po-

lygamy, which confidering fome times

and the unequall number of both fexes

may bee alfo neceflary. The whole
world was made for man, but the

twelfth part of man for woman : man
is the whole world and the breath of
God, woman the rib and crooked

piece of man. I could be content that

we might procreate like trees, without

conjunction, or that there were any way
to perpetuate the world without this tri-

viall and vulgar way of coition ; It is the

foolifheft a6t a wife man commits in all

his life, nor is there any thing that will

more dejedt his coold imagination,

when hee ftiall confider what an odde
and unworthy piece of folly hee hath

committed ; I fpeake not in prejudice,

nor am averfe from that fweet fexe, but

naturally amorous of all that is beauti-

fuU 5 I can looke a whole day with de-

L 4 light
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light upon a handfome picture, though

it be but ofan Horfe. It is my temper, &
I like it the better, to afFedt all harmo-

ny, and fure there is mulicke even in the

beaut)^, and the filent note which Cupid

ftrikes, farre fvveeter than the found of

an inftrument. For there is a muficke

where-ever there is a harmony, order or

proportion ; and thus farre we may main-

tain the mufick ofthe fpheares ; for thofe

well ordered motions, and regular pa-

ces, though they giv^e no found unto the

eare, yet to the underftanding they

ftrike a note mod full of harmony.

Whatfoever is harmonically compofed,

delights in harmony ; which makes me
much diftruft the fymmetry of thofe

heads which declaime againft all

Church muficke. For my felfe, not on-

ly from my obedience but my particu-

lar genius, I doe imbrace it ^ for even

that vulgar and Taverne Muficke,

which makes one man merry, another

mad, ftrikes in mee a deepe fit of de-

votion, and a profound contemplation

of the firft Compofer, there is fome-

thing
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thing in it of Divinity more than the

eare difcovers. It is an Hieroglyphicall

and fliadowed leflbn of the whole
world, and Creatures of God, fuch a

melody to the eare, as the whole world
well underftood, would afford the un-

derftanding. In briefe, it is a fenlible

fit of that Harmony, which intelledlu-

ally founds in the eares of God. I will

not fay with Plato^ the Soule is an Har-
mony, but harmonicall, and hath its

neereft fympathy unto muficke : thus

fome, whofe temper of body agrees,

and humours the conftitution of their

foules, are borne Poets, though in-

deed all are naturally inclined unto
Rhythme, *This made Tacitus in the * vrbtm

very firft'line of his Story, fall upon a^^''^'"^.
'''

verfe ; and Cicero^ the worft of Poets, but ^'7/fc'l

*declayming for a Poet, falls in the ve- buere.

ry firft fentence upon a perfed: *Hexa- * ^"^"^ ^''~

meter. I reele not in me thole lordid, * /„ e^^a

and unchriftian defires of my profeffion, ^e «o« in.

I doe not fecretly implore and wifli for
^^J^^^

Plagues, rejoyce at Famines, revolve c/,.

Ephemerides, and Almanacks, in ex-

pectation

me-

locnter
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peitation of malignant Afpedis, fatall

conjundiions, and Eclipfes : I rejoyce

not at unwholfome Springs, nor unfea-

fonable Winters ; my Prayer goes with

the Husbandmans ; I deiire every thing

in its proper feafon, that neither men
nor the times bee out of temper.

Let mee be licke my felfe, if fometimes

the malady of my patient be not a dif-

eafe mito me, I defire rather to cure his

infirmities than my owne neceffities,

where I do him no good me thinkes it is

fcarce honeft gaine, though I confefle 'tis

but the worthy falary of our well-in-

tended endeavours : I am not onely a-

Ihamed, but heartily forry, that befides

death, there are difeafes incurable, yet

not for my own fake, or that they be be-

yond my art, but for the general caufe &:

fake of humanity whofe common caufe

I apprehend as mine own : And to fpeak

more generally, thofe three Noble pro-

feflions which al civil Common wealths

doe honour, are raifed upon the fall of
Adam^ & are not any exempt from their

infirmities 5 there are not onely difeafes

incurable

^
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incurable in Phyficke, but cafes indiflb-

luble in Lawes, Vices incorrigible in

Divinity : if general Councells may erre,

I doe not fee why particular Courts
fliould be infallible, their perfed:eft rules

are raifed upon the erroneous reafons of
Man, and the Lawes of one, doe but con-

demn the rules of another; as Ari-

Jtotle oft-times the opinions of his pre-

deceflburs, becaufe, though agreeable

to reafon, yet were not confonant to

his owne rules, and the Logicke of his

proper principles. Againe, to fpeake

nothing of the linne againlt the Holy
Ghoft, whofe cure not onely, but whofe
nature is unknowne ; I can cure the gout
or ftone in fome, fooner than Divinity,

Pride, or Avarice in others. I can cure

vices by Phylicke, when they remaine
incurable by Divinity, and fhall obey my
pils, when they contemne their precepts.

I boaft nothing, but plainely fay, we all

labour againft our owne cure, for death
is the cure of all difeafes. There is no
Catholicon or univerfall remedy I know
but this, which thogh naufeous to quea-

fie
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fie ftomachs, yet to prepared appetites is

Nedlar and a pleafant potion of immor-

tality.

SfB.ij. For my converfation, it is like the

Sunne's with all men ; and with a

friendly afped: to good and bad. Me
thinkes there is no man bad, and the

worit, beft ; that is, while they are

kept within the circle of thofe quali-

ties, wherein they are good : there is no
mans minde of fuch difcordant and jar-

ring a temper to which a tuneable dif-

pofition may not ftrike a harmony.
Magnce vtrtutes nee minora vitia^ it is the

pone of the bell natures, and may bee

inverted on the worft ; there are in the

molt depraved and venemous difpofiti-

ons, certaine pieces that remaine un-

toucht ; which by an Antiperiftafis be-

come more excellent, or by the excel-

lency of their antipathies are able to

preferve themfelves from the contagion

of their enemy vices, and perfift entire

beyond the generall corruption. For it

is alfo thus in natures. The greateft Bal-

fames
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fames doe lie enveloped in the bodies

of moft powerfull Corrofives; I fay

moreover, and I ground upon experi-

ence, that poyfons containe within

themfelves their owne Antidote, and
that which preferves them from the ve-

nom of themfelves; without which
they were not deletorious to others

onely, but to themfelves alfo. But it is

the corruption that I feare within me,

not the contagion of commerce with-

out me. 'Tis that unruly regiment with-

in me that will deftroy me, 'tis I that doe
infed: my felfe, the man without a Na-
vell yet lives in me ; I feele that originall

canker corrode and devoure me, and
therefore Defenda me Dios de me^ Lord
deliver me from my felfe, is a part of
my Letany, and the firft voyce of my
retired imaginations. There is no man
alone, becaufe every man is a Micro-

cofmey and carries the whole world a-

bout him ; Nunquam minus folus quam
cum folus^ though it bee the Apoph-
thegme of a wife man, is yet true in the

mouth of a foole j for indeed, though
in
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in a Wildernefle, a man is never alone,

not onely becaufe hee is with himfelfe,

and his owne thoughts, but becaufe he

is with the devill, who ever conforts

with our folitude, and is that unruly re-

bell that mufters up thofe difordered

motions, which accompany our feque-

Itred imaginations : And to fpeake more
narrowly, there is no fuch thing as fo-

litude, nor any thing that can be faid to

be alone, and by it felfe, but God, who
is his owne circle, and can fubfift by
himfelfe, all others befides their difli-

milary and Heterogeneous parts, which
in amanner multiply therenatures,cannot

fubfift without the concourfe of God,
and the fociety of that hand which doth
uphold their natures. In briefe, there can

be nothing truely alone, and by its felf,

which is not truely one, and fuch is

onely God : All others doe tranfcend

an unity, and fo by confequence are

many.

scH. II. Now for my life, it is a miracle of
thirty yeares, which to relate, were

not



J{eligio Medici. 171

not a Hiftory, but a peece of Poetry, and
would found to common eares like a

fable ; for the world, I count it not an
Inne, but an Hofpitall, and a place, not

to live, but to die in. The world that I

regard is my felfe, it is the Microcofme
of mine owne frame, that I caft mine
eye on ; for the other, I ufe it but like

my Globe, and turne it round fome-

times for my recreation. Men that look

upon my outfide, perufing onely my
condition, and fortunes, do erre in my
altitude ; for I am above Jtlas his flioul-

ders. The earth is a point not onely in

refped: of the heavens above us, but

of that heavenly and celeftiall part

within US: that mafle of flefh that circum-

fcribes me, limits not my mind : that

furface that tells the heavens it hath an
end, cannot perfwade me I have any

;

I take my circle to be above three hun-
dred and fixty, though the number of
the Arke do meafure my body, it com-
prehendeth not my minde : whilft I ftu-

dy to finde how I am a Microcofme or

little world, I finde my felfe fomething

more
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me. I am no way facetious, nor di-

fpofed for the mirth and galliardize of
company, yet in one dreame I can com-

pofe a whole Comedy, behold the acti-

on, apprehend the jefts, and laugh my
felfe awake at the conceits thereof;

were my memory as faithfull as my rea-

fon is then fruitfull, I would never ftudy

but in my dreames, and this time alfo

would I chufe for my devotions, but

our grofler memories have then fo little

hold of our abftrad:ed underftandings,

that they forget the ftory, and can only

relate to our awaked foules, a confiifed

& broken tale of that that hath pafled.

Ariflotle^ who hath written a lingular

trad: of lleepe, hath not me thinkes

throughly defined it, nor yet Galen^

though hee feeme to have corrected it

;

for thofe NoHambuloes and night-wal-

kers, though in their lleepe, doe yet en-

joy the adtion of their fenfes : wee mult

therefore fay that there is fomething in

us that is not in the jurifdidion of Mor-
pheus-^ and that thofe abftraded and
ecftaticke foules doe walke about in

their



J^ligto 'KIedict, 173

their owne corps, as fpirits with the

bodies they aflume, wherein they feeme
to heare, lee, and feele, though indeed

the organs are deftitute of fenfe, and
their natures of thofe faculties that

fliould informe them. Thus it is ob-

ferved that men fometimes upon the

houre of their departure, doe fpeake

and reafon above themfelves. For then

the foule begins to bee freed from the

ligaments of the body, begins to reafon

like her felfe, and to difcourfe in a ftraine

above mortality.

We tearme fleepe a death, and yet ilsta. 13.

is waking that kils us, and deftroyes

thofe fpirits that are the houfe of life.

Tis indeed a part of life that belt expref-

feth death, for every man truely lives

fo long as hee ad:s his nature, or fome-
way makes good the faculties of him-
felfe : Tbemifiocles therefore that flew

his Souldier in his fleepe was a merci-

full executioner, 'tis a kinde of punifli-

ment the mildnefle of no lawes hath in-

vented
J

I wonder the fancy of Lucaii

M 2 and
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and Seneca did not difcover it. It is that

death by which we may be literally faid

to die daily, a death which j4dam died

before his mortality ; a death whereby
we live a middle and moderating point

betweene life and death ; in fine, fb

like death, I dare not truft it without my
prayers, and an halfe adiew mito the

world, and take my farewell in a Col-

loquy with God.

The night is come like to the day^

Depart not thou great God away.

Let not my Jinnes^ hlacke as the nighty

Eclipfe the lujlre of thy light.

Keepefiill in my Hori'X^n.^for to me^

The Sunne makes not the day^ but thee.

Thou whofe nature cannotJleepe^

On my temples cen try keepe ^

Guard me ^gainji thofe watchfullfoes^

Whofe eyes are open while mine clofe.

Let no dreames my head infejl^

Butfuch as Jacobs temples hlefl.

While I doe rejl^ my foule advance^

Make my Jleepe a holy trance:

That
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That I may^ my rejl being rvroughty

Awake into fome holy thought.

And with as aUive vigour runne

My courfe^ as doth the nimble Sunne,

Sleepe is a death^ make me try^

By Jleeping what it is to die.

And as gently lay my head

On my Grave^ as now my bed.

How ere I reji^ great God let me
Awake againe at lajl with thee.

And thus ajjur^d^ behola I lie

Securely^ or to wake or die,

Theje are my drowjie dayes^ in vaine

I doe now wake to Jleepe againe,

come that houre^ when Ijhall never

Sleepe againe^ but wakefor ever I

This is the dormitive I take to bed-

ward, I need no other Laudanum than

this to make me fleepe ; after which I

clofe mine eyes in fecurity, content to

take my leave of the Sunne, and fleepe

unto the refurrediion.

The method I fliould ufe in diftribu- SeB. 14.

tive juftice, I often obferve in commu-
M 3 tative,
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tative, and keepe a Geometricall pro-

portion in both, whereby becomming
equable to others, I become unjuft to

my felfe, and fupererogate in that com-

mon principle, Doe unto others as thou

wouldeft be done unto thy felfe. I was

not borne unto riches, neither is itithinke

my Starre to be wealthy ; or if it were,

the freedome of my minde, and frank-

nelTe of my difpofition, were able to

contradid: and crolle my fates : for to

me avarice feemes not fo much a vice,

as a deplorable piece of madnefle ; to

conceive our felves Urinals, or bee per-

fwaded that wee are dead, is not ^o

ridiculous, nor fo many degrees beyond
the power of Hellebore, as this. The
opinions of theory and pofitions of
men are not fo voyd of reafon as their

pradlifed conclufion : fome have held

that Snow is blacke, that the earth

moves, that the foule is ayre, fire wa-

ter, but all this is Philofophy, and
there is no delirium^ if we doe but fpe-

culate the folly and indifputable dot-

age
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age of avarice to that fubterraneous

Idoll, and God of the earth. I doe
confefle I am an Atheift, I cannot

perfwade my felfe to honour that the

world adores^ 'whatfoever vertue its

prepared fubftance may have with-

in my body, it hath no influence

nor operation without; I would not

entertaine a bafe dcfigne, or an acti-

on that ftiould call mee villaine,

for the Indies, and for this onely

doe I love and honour my owne
foule, and have mee thinkes, two
armes too few to embrace my felfe.

Artflotle is too fevere, that will

not allow us to bee truely liberall

without wealth, and the bounti-

full hand of fortune ; if this be true,

I mult confefle I am charitable one-

ly in my liberall intentions, and
bountifuU well-wilhes. But if the ex-

ample of the Mite bee not onely an
ad: of wonder, but an example of
the nobleft charity, furely poore men
may alfo build Hofpitals, and the

M 4 rich
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rich alone have not ereded Cathe-

dralls. I have a private method
which others obferve not, I take the

opportunity of my felfe to do good,

I borrow occafion of charity from

mine owne necefEties, and fupply

the wants of others, when I am
in moft neede my felfe; for it is

an honeft ftratagem to take advan-

tage of our felves, and fo to huf-

band the ad: of vertue, that

where they are defedive in one cir-

cumftance, they may repay their

want, and multiply their goodnefle

in another. I have not Peru in my
defires, but a competence, and abi-

litie to performe thofe good workes

to which hee hath inclined my na-

ture. Hee is rich, who hath enough
to bee charitable, and it is hard to

bee fo poore, that a noble minde
may not finde a way to this piece of

goodnefle. Hee that giveth to the

poore lendeth to the Lord'^ there is

more Rhetorick in that one fentence

than
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than in a Library of Sermons, and
indeed if thole fentences were un-

derftood by the Reader, with the

fame Emphafis as they are delive-

red by the Author, wee needed not

thofe Volumes of inftrud:ions, but

might bee honeft by an Epitome.

Upon this motive onely I cannot

behold a Begger without relieving

his neceflities with my purfe, or

his foule with my prayers; thefe

fcenicall and accidentall differences r.

betweene us cannot make mee forget

that common and untoucht part of
us both; there is under thefe Centoes

and miferable outfides, thefe muti-

late and femi-bodies, a foule of the

fame alloy with our owne, whofe
Genealogy is God as well as ours,

and in as faire a way to falvation,

as our felves. Statifts that labour

to contrive a Common-wealth with-

out poverty, take away the objed:

of charity, not underftanding only

the Common-wealth of a Chrifti-

an.
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an, but forgetting the prophecy of
Chrift.

Sta. 15. Now there is another part of cha-

rit}^, which is the Baiis and Pillar of
this, and that is the love of God,
for whom wee love our neighbour

:

for this I thinke charity, to love

God for himfelfe, and our neigh-

bour for God. All that is truely ami-

able is God, or as it were a divided

piece of him, that retaines a reflex or

Ihadow of himfelfe. Nor is it ftrange

that wee Ihould place aflFedtion on
that which is invilible, all that wee
truely love is thus, what wee adore

under afFediion of our fenfes, de-

ferves not the honour of fo pure a

title. Thus wee adore vertue,

though to the eyes of fenfe fhee bee

invilible. Thus that part of our

noble friends that wee love, is not that

part that we embrace, but that infen-

iible part that our armes cannot em-

brace. God being all goodnefl^e, can

love



J^ligio Medici, i8i

love nothing but himfelfe, hee loves

us but for that part which is as it

were himfelfe, and the traducftion of
his holy Spirit. Let us call to affize

the loves of our parents, the affedion

of our wives and children, and they

are all dumbe fliowes, and dreames,

without reality, truth, or conftancy;

for firfl; there is a ftrong bond of af-

fedlion betweene us and our parents,

yet how eafily diflblved? We be-

take our felves to a woman, forget-

ting our mothers in a wife, and the

wombe that bare us in that that fliall

beare our image. This woman blef-

iing us with children, our afFed:ions

leaves the levell it held before, and
finkes from our bed unto our iffue

and pidiure of pofterity, where affe-

ction holds no fteady manfion. They
growing up in yeares deiire our ends,

or applying themfelves to a woman,
take a lawfull way to love another

better than our felves. Thus I per-

ceive a man may bee buried alive,

and
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and behold his grave in his owne
ifliie.

StB.\^. I conclude therefore and fay, there*

is no happinefle under (or as Coper-

nicus will have it, above) the Sunne,

nor any Crambe in that repeated ve-

ritie and burthen of all the wifedom of
Solomon^ AR is vanitie and vexation of

Spirit \ there is no felicity in that

the world adores. Ariflotle whilft

hee labours to refute the Idea's of
P/a/(?, fals upon one himfelfe : for his

fummum bonum^ is a Chirmtra^ and
there is no fuch thing as his Felicity.

That wherein God himfelfe is hap-

py, the holy Angels are happy, in

whofe defedi the Devils are unhap-

py ; that dare I call happinefle : what-

foever conduceth unto this, may
with an eafie Metaphor deferve that

name ; whatfoever elfe the world
termes happines, is to me a ftory out of
Pliny^ an apparition, or neat delulion,

wherin there is no more of happinefle

than
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than the name. Blefle mee in this life

with but the peace of my confcience,

command of my afFediions, the love

of thy felfe and my deareft friends,

and I Ihall be happy enough to pity

Ccefar. Thele are O Lord the humble
delires of my moft reafonable ambi-

tion and all I dare call happinefle on
earth : wherein I fet no rule or limit to

thy hand or providence, difpofe of me
according to the wifedome of thy

pleafure. Thy will bee done, though
in my owne undoing.

FINIS.
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OBSERVATIONS
VPON

Religio <dMedtct.

To the Right Honourable
Edward Earle ofDorfet^ Ba-

ron of Buckhurfi^ &c.

^Received yefternight, your Lordfhips of
the 19 current; wherin you are pleafed

to obleige me, not onely by extreame
gallant expreflions of favour and kind-

nefle : but likewife by taking fo farre into your
care the expending of my time during the tediouf-

nefTe of my reftraint, as to recommend to my
reading a Booke^ that had received the honour and
fafeguard of your approbation, for both which I

moft humbly thanke your Lordfhip. And fince I

cannot, in the way of gratefulnefle exprefife unto
your Lordfhip as 1 would thofe hearty fentiments

I have of your goodneffe to me ; I will at the leaft

endeavour, in the way of Duty and obfervance, to

let you fee how the little needle of my Soule is

N throughly
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throughly touched at the great loadftone of yours,

and fblloweth fudainely and ftrongly which way fo-

ever you becken it. In this occafion, the magnetike
motion, was impatience to have the Booke in my
hands that your Lordfliip gave fo advantageous
a character of; whereupon 1 fent prefently (as late

as it was) to Fauls Churchyard, for this favourite

of yours, Re/igio Medici : which after a while found
me in a condition fit to receive a Blefling by a

vifit from any of fuch Mafterpeeces as you looke

upon with gracious eyes ; For I was newly gotten

into my Bed. This good natur'd creature 1 could

eafily perfwade to bee my Bedfellow, and to wake
with mee as long as 1 had any edge to entertaine

my felfe with the delights 1 fucked from fo noble a

converfation. And trucly (my Lord) I clofed not

my eyes till I had enricht my (oXh with, (or at leaft

exadlly furveyed) all the treafures that are lapped

up in the folds of thofe few fheets. To returne

onely a generall commendations of this curious

peece, or at large to admire the authors Spirit and
fmartnes, were too perfundory an accompt, and
too flight a one, to fo difcerning and fbeddy an

eye as yours, after fo particular and encharged a

fummons to read heedfuUy this difcourfe. 1 will

therefore prefume to blot a flieete or two of paper

with my reflections upon fundry paflages through

the whole context of it, as they fliall occurre to

my remembrance. Which now your Lordfliip

knoweth this packet is not fo happy as to carry

with it any other expreflfion of my obfequioufnefle

to you ; It will bee but reafonable, you fliould even

here, give over your further trouble of reading,

what my refped ingageth mee to the writing of.

Whofe
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Whofe firft fteppe is ingenuity and a well na-

tur'd evennefTe of Judgement^ fhall bee fure of ap-

plause and faire hopes in all men for the reft of his

Journey : And indeed (my Lord) me thinketh this

Gentleman fetteth out excellently poifed with that

happy temper; and (heweth a great deale oiJudicious

piety in making a right ufe of the blind zeale that

Bigots loofe themfelves in. Yet I cannot fatisfie my
doubts throughly, how hee maketh good his pro-

fefling to follow the great wheele of the Church in

matters o^Divinity: which furely is the folid Bafis of

true Religion : for to doe fo, without jarring againft

the condud: of that firft mover by Eccentricall and
irregular motions, obleigeth one to yeeld a very

dutifull obedience to the determinations of it with-

out arrogating to ones felfe a controling ability in

liking or mifliking the faith, dodlrine and confti-

tutions of that Church which one looketh upon as

their North ftarre : Whereas if I miftake not, this

author approveth the Church of England not abfo-

lutely, but comparatively with other reformed

Churches.

My next refledion is concerning what he hath

fprinkled (moft wittily) in feverall places, concern-

ing the nature and immortality of a humane foule,

and the condition and ftate it is in, after the

diflblution of the body. And here give me leave

to obferve what our Countryman Roger Bacon did

long agoe ; That thofe ftudents who bufie them-
felves much with fuch notions, as refide wholly to

the fantafie, do hardly ever become idoneous for

abftra(9:ed metaphyficall fpeculations ; the one hav-

ing bulky foundatio of matter, or of the accidents

of it, to fettle upon, (at the leaft, with one foote
:)N % The
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The other flying continually, even to a leflening

pitch, in the Subtile ayre; And accordingly it hath

beene generally noted, that the exadieft Mathema-
ticians, who converfe altogether with lines, figures,

and other differences of quantity; have feldome
proved eminent in Metaphyficks or fpeculative

Divinity. Nor againe the profeflbrs of thefe fcien-

ces, in the others arts. Much lefle can it be

expedted that an excellent Phyfitian whofe fancy

is always fraught with the materiall drugs that

hee prefcribeth his Apothecary to compound his

Medicines of; and whofe hands are inured to the

cutting up, & eies to the infpection of anato-

mifed bodies; fliould eafily, and with fucceffe,

flye his thoughts at fo towring a Game^ as a pure

intelledl, a Separated and unbodyed Soule; furely

this acute Authors fliarpe wit, had hee orderly

applyed his ftudies that way, would have beene

able to fatisfie himfelte with lefle labour, and others

with more plenitude, then it hath beene the lot of
fo dull a braine as mine, concerning the immortality

of the Soule-. And yet I aflure you (my luOrcT) the

little Vhilofophy that is allowed mee for my fliare,

demonftrateth this propofition to mee, as well as

faith delivereth it ; 'which our Fhyjician will not

admit in his.

To make good this aflertion here, were very

unreafonable, fince that to doe it exadlly, (and

without exadnefle, it were no demonftration) re-

quireth a totall Survey of the whole fcience of

Bodyes^ and of all the operations that wee are

converfant with, of a rationall creature ; which I

having done, with all the fuccincSnes I have beene

able to explicate fo knotty a Subjed with, hath

taken
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taken mee up in the firft draught neere two hundred
fheets of paper. I fhall therefore take leave of this

point with onely this note, that I take the immor-
tality of the Soule (under his favour) to bee of that

nature, that to them onely that are not verfed in the

wayes of proving it by reafon, it is an article of
faith; to others, it is an evident conclufion of

demonftrative Science.

And with a like fhort note I fhall obferve how
if hee had traced the nature ofthe Soule from its firft

principles, hee could not have fufpected it fhould

fleepe in the grave till the RefurreSlion of the body.

Nor would hee have permitted his compaflionative

nature to imagine it belonged to Gods mercy (as

the Ch'tltafls did) to change its condition in thofe

that are damned, from paine to happines. For
where God fhould have done that, hee mufl have
made that anguifhed Soule another creature then
what it was, (as to make fire ceafe from being hot,

requireth to have it become another thing then the

'Element of fire ;) fince, that to be in fuch a condition

as maketh us underfland damned Soules miferable,

is a necefTary effect of the temper it is in, when it

goeth out of the Body^ and muft necefTarily (out of

its owne nature) remaine in, unvariably for all eter-

nity ; Though^ for the conceptions of the vulgar part

of mankind, (who are not capable of fuch abftrufe

notions) it be filled (and truly too) the fentence

and punifhment of a fevere Judge,

I am extreamely pleafed with him, when he faith

there are not impolTibilities enough in 'Religion for an
adtive faith : And no whit lefTe, when in Fhilofophy

hee will not bee fatisfied with fuch naked termes

as in Schools ufe to be obtruded upon eafie mindes,

N 3 when
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when the Mafters fingers are not ftrong enogh to

untie the knots propofed unto them. I confeffe,

when I enquire what light (to ufe our Authors ex-

ample) is, 1 fhould bee as well contented with his

Silence, as with his telling mee it is ABusperfpkui ,-

unlefTe hee explicate clearely to me what thofe words
mean, which I finde very few goe about to do.

Such meate they fwallow whole, and ejedt it as

entire. But were fuch things, fcientifically, and
methodically declared, they would bee ofextreame
fatisfad:ion, and delight. And that worke taketh up
the greateft part of my formerly mentioned treatife.

For I endeavour to fhew by a continued progrefle,

and not by Leapes, all the motions of nature ; &
unto them to fit intelligibly the termes ufed by her

beft Secretaries : whereby all wilde fantafticke

qualities and moods (introduced for refuges of

ignorance) are banifhed from my commerce.
In the next place (my Lard) I fhall fufped that

our author hath not penetrated into the bottome
of thofe conceptions that deepe Schollers have

taught us of Eternity. Me thinketh hee taketh it

for an infinite extenfion of time, and a never

ending revolution of continual! fuccefTion: which
is no more like Eternity^ then a grofle body is like

to a pure Spirit, Nay, fuch an infinity of revolu-

tions, is demonftrable to bee a contradiftion and
ImpoflTible. In the ftate of eternity there is no
fucceffion, no change, no variety. Soules or Angells^

in that condition, doe not fo much as change a

thought. All things, notions, and adions, that

every were, are, or flial bee in any creature, are

adtually prefent to fuch an intelledfc. And this (my
lj>rd) I aver, not a"^ deriving it from Theolope^ and

having
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having recourfe to beatifike vifion to make good my
tenet, (for fo, onely glorified creatures fhould enjoy

fuch immenfe knowledge) but out ofthe principles

of Nature and Reafon^ and from thence fhal demon-
ftrate it to belong to the loweft Soule of the igno-

ranteft wretch whiles hee lived in this world, fmce
damned in Hell, A bold undertaking you will fay

;

But I confidently engage my felfe to it. Vpon this

occafion occurreth alfo a great deale to bee faid of

the nature of Predeftination (which by the fhort

touches our Author givetl: of it, I doubt hee quite

miftakes) and how it is an unalterable Series ^nd.

chaine of caufes, producing infallible (and in refpedt

of them, neceflary) eiFedts : But that is too large a

Theame to unfold here • too vaffc an Ocean to dcfcribe,

in the fcant Map of a Letter. And therefore I

will refer that to a fitter opportunity, fearing I have
already too much trefpafted upon your Lordfhips

patience ; but that indeed I hope you have not had
enough to read thus far.

I am fure (my L,ord) that you (who never forgot

any thing, wliich deferved a roome in your memory)
doe remember how wee are told, that Abyjfus

abyjfum invocat : So here our Author, from the

abyfTe of Vredefiinat'wn^ falleth into that of the

Trinity of Verfons confiftent with the indivifibility

of the divine nature : And out of that (if I be not

exceedingly deceived) into a third, of miftaking,

when he goeth about to illuftrate this admirable

myftery by a wild difcourfe of a Trinity in our
Soules, The dint of wit is not forcible enough to

difledt fuch tough matter- wherein al the obfcure

glimmering wee gaine of that inaccelTible light,

commeth to us cloathed in the darke weeds of

N 4. negations.
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negations, and therefore little can wee hope to

meete with any pofitive examples to parallel it

withall.

1 doubt, hee alfo miftaketh, and impofeth upon
the feverer Schooles^ when he intimateth that they

gainefay this vifible worlds being but a pidure or

Ihadow of the invifible & intelledual : which man-
ner of Vbtlofoph'ijmg^ hee attributeth to Hermes

Trifmegifius ; but is every where to be met with in

Flato ; and is raifed fmce to a greater height in

the Chriftian Schooles.

But I am fure hee learned in no good Schoole,

nor fucked from any good Vhilofophy to give an

aduall fubfiftence and being to firft matter without

a forme. Hee that will allow that a Reall exig-

ence in nature is as fuperficially tindled in Metaphy-

ficksj as an other would bee in Mathematicks that

fhould allow the like to a point, a line, or a fuper-

ficies in Figures. Thefe, in their ftridt Notions,

are but negations of further extenfion, or but exadt

terminations of that quantity which falleth under

theconfiderationof the underfbanding, in the present

purpose; no reall entities in themfelves: fo likewife,

the notions of matter, forme, act, power, exiftence,

and the like, that are with truth confidered by the

underftanding, and have there each ofthem a diltinc^t

entity, are never the lede, no where by themfelves

in nature. They are termes which wee muft ufe in

the negotiations of our thoughts, if wee will dif-

courfe confequently, and conclude knowingly. But

then againe wee mufb bee very wary of attributing

to things in their owne natures, fuch entities as wee
create in our underftandings, when wee make
pictures of them there ; for there every different

confideration
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confideration arifing out of the diiFerent impreflion,

which the fame thing maketh upon us, hath adiftinct

being by it felf. Whereas in the thing, there is

but one fingle vnity^ that fheweth (as it were in a

glafle, at feverall pofitions) thofe various faces in

our underftanding. In a word ; all thefe words are

but artificial! termes, not reall things: And the

not right underftanding them, is the dangeroufeft

rocke that SchoHers fuffer fliipwracke againft.

I goe on with our Fhifitians contemplations.

Vpon every occafion, hee flieweth ftrong parts and a

vigorous brayne. His wiflies and aymes, and what
he pointeth at, fpeake him owner of a noble & a

generous heart. He hath reafon to wifh that

Artfiotle had been as accurate in examining the

caufes, nature and affections of the great Vniverfe

hee bufied himfelfe about, as his Vatriarke Galen

hath beene in the like confiderations upon his little

World^ mans body, in that admirable worke of his

de uju parttum. But no great humane thing, was
ever borne and perfected at once. It may fatisfie

us, if one in our age, buildeth that magnifike

Itructure upon the others foundations; and efpeci-

ally, if where hee findeth any of them unfound, he

eradicateth thofe, and fixeth new unqueftionable

ones in their roome : but fo, as they ftill, in grofle,

keep a proportion, and beare a Harmony with the

others great worke : This, hath now, (even now)
our learned Country-man done, The knowing
Mafter Whlte^ (whofe name, I believe your Lord-
fliip hath met withall) in his excellent booke, Ve
Mundo^ newly printed at Varis^ where he now
refideth, and is admired by the world of Letterd

men there, as the Vrodlgle of thefe latter times.

Indeed
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Indeed his three Dialogues upon that Subjedt, (if I

am able to judge any thing) are full of the pro-

foundefb learning I ever yet met withall. And 1

beleeve ; who hath well read and digefted them,
will perfwade himfelfe there is no truth fo abftrufe,

nor hitherto conceived out of our reach, but mans
wit may raife engines to fcale and conquer. I afTure

my felfe, when our author hath fludied him
throughly, hee will not lament fo loude for

Ariflotles mutilated and defedive Vkilofophy • as in

Boccal'ini^ Cafar Caporali doth for the lolle of Uvies
fhipwracked Decads.

That Lo^cke which hee quarrelleth at for calling

a Toade^ or a Serpent ugly, will in the end agree

With his ; for no body ever tooke them to be fo,

in refpedt of the Vniverfe (in which regard, he

defendeth their regularity, and Symmetry) but

onely as they have relation to us.

But I cannot fo eafily agree with him when he

affirmeth that Devills^ or other Spirits in the Intel-

leduall world have no exadt Ephemerldes wherein

they may reade before-hand the ftories of fbrtuite

accidents: for I beleeve that all caufes are fo

immediately chayned to their efFeds, as if a perfedl

knowing nature get hold but of one linke, it will

drive the entire Series or pedegree of the whole to

each utmofl end
;

(as 1 thinke I have proved in my
forenamed treatife) fo that in truth, there is no
fortuitnelTe or contingency of things, in refpedt of

themfelves, but onely in refpect of us, that are

ignorant of their certaine, and necelTary caufes.

Novi a like Series or chaine, and complexe of all

outward circumftances (whofe higheft Linke, Foets

fay prettily, is faftned to Jupiters chayre, and the

lowell
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loweft is riveted to every individuall on earth)

fleered and levelled by God Almighty^ at the firft

fetting out of the firft Mover ; 1 conceive, to bee

that divine Providence and mercy, which (to ufe our

Authors owne example) giveth a thriving Genius to

the Hollanders-^ and the like: And not any fecret,

invifible, myfticall blefling, that falleth not under

the fearch or cognizance of a prudent indagation.

I muft needs approve our authors aequanimity,

and 1 may as juftly fay his magnanimity, in being

contented fo cheerfully (as he faith) to Ihake hands

with the fading Goods of Fortune ; and bee deprived

of the joyes of her moft precious bleffings; fo that

hee may in recompence, pofTefle in ample meafure

the true ones of the mind, like EpiBetus^ that great

Mafter of morall wifedome and piety, who taxeth

them of high injuftice that repine at Gods diftri-

bution of his bleflings, when he putteth not into

their fliare of goods, fuch things as they ufe no
induftry or meanes to purchafe. For why fliould

that man who above all things efteemeth his owne
freedome; and who to enjoy that fequeftereth

himfelf from commerce with the vulgar of man-
kinde ; take it ill of his Starves^ if fuch preferments,

honors, & applaufes meet not him, as are painefully

gained after long & tedious fervices of Princes^ 6c

brittle dependances of humorous favourites, &
fupple complyances with all forts of natures ? As
for what he faith of Aflrologie ^ 1 do not conceive

that wife men rejed it fo much for being repugnant

to Divinity (which he reconcileth well enough) as

for having no folid rules, or ground in nature. To
rely too far upon that vaine art, I judge to bee

rather folly then impiety. VnlefTe in our cenfure,

we
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we lcx)ke to the firfb Origine of it, which favoureth

of the Idolatry of thofe Heathens that worfliipping

the Stars and heavenly bodies for Deities^ did in a

luperftitious devotion, attribute unto them the

caufality of all effects beneath them. And for ought

I know, the beliefe of folid Orhes in the heavens, and
their regularly-irregular motions, fprung from the

fame root.) And a like inanity, I fhould fufpect

in chiromancy afwell as Aflrologie^ (efpecially, in

particular contingent effects) however our Author^

and no leiTe a man then Ar'jftotle^ feeme to attribute

fomewhat more to that conjecturall art of Ljnes,

1 fliould much doubt (though our Author flieweth

himfelfe of another minde) that Bemardinus Och'mus

This ftory grew at the laft to bee a meere Atheifl : when after

I have but having beene firft the inftitutor and Patriarch of
upon rela- the Capucine order (fo violent was his zeale then, as

rion
J
yet no former religious inftitution, though never fo

of a very rigorous, was ftrid: enough for him) hee from thence
good fell to bee firft an Hereticke^ then a Jevj ; and after
hand. ^ while became a Turke^ and at the lall wrote a

furious Invedlive againft thofe whom hee called the

three Grand-Impofiors of the World
-^
among whom

hee ranked our Saviour ChrJfi^ alwell as Mojes and
Mahomet,

I doubt hee miftaketh in his Chronolo^e^ or the

printer in the name, when hee maketh Ftolomy

condemne the Alchoran,

Hee needeth not be fo fcrupulous, as hee feemeth

to bee in averring downe rightly, that God cannot

doe contradictory things, (though peradventure it

is not amiiTe to fweeten the manner ofthe expredion,

and the found of the words) for who underltandeth

the nature of contradiction, will find Non Entity in

one
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one of the termes, which of God^ were impiety not

to deny peremptorily ; for hee being in his proper

nature Selfe-Entityj all he'mg muft immediately flow

from him, and all not-being be totally excluded

from that effluxe. Now for the recalling of Time

paft. which the Angels pofed Efdras withall ; there

is no contradid:ion in that ; as is evident to them
that know the effence of time (for it is but putting

againe, all things, that had motion, into the fame
ftate they were in, at that moment unto which
time was to be reduced backe and from thence,

letting it travell on againe, by the fame motions,

and upon the fame wheeles, it rolled upon before.)

And therefore God could doe this admirable worke,
though neither Efdras^ nor all the power of creatures

together could doe it : And confequently it cannot
in this Queftion bee faid, that he pofed mortality

with what himfelfe was not able to performe.

1 acknowledge ingenuoufly our Fhyfdans ex-

perience hath the advantage of my Vhllofophy^ in

knowing there are witches. Yet 1 am fure, 1 have
no temptation to doubt of the Deity ; nor have any
unfatisfadtion in believing there are Spirits, I doe
not fee fuch a neceffary conjun6tion betweene them,
as that the fuppofition of the one, muft needs in-

ferre the other. Neither do I deny there are

witches. I onely referve my aflent, till I meete
with flronger motives to carry it. And I confefle

I doubt afmuch of the efficacy of thofe magicall

rules he fpeaketh of, as alfo of the finding out of
myfleries by the courteous Revelation of Spirits,

I doubt, his difcourfe of an vniverfall Spirit^ is

but a wilde fanfie : And that in the marflialling of
it, hee miflaketh the Hermeticall Fhilofophers, And

furely.
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furely, it is a weake argument, from a common
nature that fubfifteth onely in our understanding,

(out of which it hath no being at all) to inferre, by

parity, an actuall fubfiftence of the like, in realty

of nature, (of which kind of mifcarriage in mens
difcourfings, I have fpoken before) And upon this

occafion, I doe not fee how feafonably he falleth,

of a fuddaine, from naturall fpeculations to a

morall contemplation of Gods Spirit working in us.

In which alfo I would inquire (efpecially upon his

fuddaine poeticall rapture) whether the folidity of

the Judgement bee not outweighed by the ayrienefle

of the fancy. Aifluredly one cannot erre in taking

this Author for a very fine ingenious Gentleman : but

for how deepe a Scholler^ I leave unto them to judge,

that are abler then I am.
If he had applyed himfclfe with earneft ftudy,

and upon right grounds, to fearch out the nature

of pure intellects : 1 doubt not but his great parts

would have argued more efficacioufly, then he doth

againft thofe that between men and Angells put

onely Vorphyries difference of Mortality and immor-
tality. And hee would have dived further into the

tenor of their intelledtuall operations; in which
there is no fucceffion, nor ratiocinative difcourfe :

for in the very firft inftant of their creation, they

a(2:ually knew all that they were capable of know-
ing; and they are acquainted even with all free

thoughts, paft, prefent, and to come ; for they fee

them in their caufes, and they fee them altogether

at one inftant : as I have in my forementioned

treatife proved at large : and I thinke I have al-

ready touched thus much once before in this Letter.

I am tempted here to fay a great deale concerning

Lights
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Ligkty by his taking it to bee a bare quality. For

in Phyjtcks no fpeculation is more ufefull, or

reacheth further. But to fet downe fuch Thanomenas
of it as I have obferved^ and from whence I

evidently colled: the nature of it ; were too large

a Theame for this place; when your Lordfliippe

pleafeth I lliall fliew you another more orderly

difcourfe upon that Subject ; wherein 1 have fuffi-

ciently proved it to be a folid Subftance and body.

In his proceeding to colled: an intelledual

world ; and in his difcour^ng upon the place, and

habitation of Angels : As alfo in his confideration

of the adivity of glorified eyes
;
(which fhal be in

a ftate of reft, whereas motion, is required to

feeing) And in his fubtil fpeculation upon two
bodies placed in the vacuity beyond the utmoft all-

enclofmg fuperficies of Heaven (which implyeth a

contradidion in nature) me thinkes I heare Apelles

crying out, Ne futor ultra Crepidam: or rather it

putteth me in minde of one of the titles in

Fa7ttagruels Library, (which he exprefTeth himfelfe

converfant in) namely, ^afiio fuitilipima^ Vtrum

Chimara in vacuo bombinans pof)it comedere Secundas

intentiones. With which fhort note I will leave

thefe confiderations; in which (if time and other

circumftances allowed it) matter would fpring

up of excellent Learnmg.

When our author lliall have read Mafter Whites

Dialogues of the world, hee will no longer bee ofthe

opinion, that the unity of the world is a conclufion

of Faith : For it is there demonftrated by Reafon,

Here the thread of the difcourfe inviteth mee to

fay a great deale of the produd:ion, or creation of

Mans Soule. But it is too tedious and too knotty
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X peece for a Letter, Now it fliall fuffice to note,

that it is not Ex traduce^ and yet hath a ftrange

kind of neere dependance of the body ; which is,

as it were, Gods inftrument to create it by. This,

thus faid, or rather tumbled out, may feeme harfh

;

But had your Lordfliip leifure to perufe what I have
written at full upon this point, I doubt not but it

would appeare plaufible enough to you.

I cannot agree with him when hee feemeth to

impute inconvenience to long life ; & that length

of time doth rather impaire, then improve us : For
furely if wee will follow the courfe of nature, and
of reafon, it is a mighty great blefling ; were it but

in this regard, that it giveth time leave to vent &
boyle away the unquietnefTes and turbulencies that

follow our paffions ; and to weane our felves gently

from carnall affections, and at the laft to drop with

eafe and willingnefTe, like ripe fruit from the Tree'^

as I remember Flot'mus finely difcourfeth in one of
his Enneads, For when before the feafon, it is

plucked off with violent hands, or fhaken downe
by rude and boyfterous windes, it carrieth along

with it an indigefted raw tail of the wood, and
hath an unpleasant aigrenelle in its juyce, that

maketh it unfit for ufe, till long time have mellowed
it: And peradventure it may be fo backward, as

inftead of ripening, it may grow rotten in ihe very

Center. In like manner, Soules that goe out of

their bodies with affedtions to thofe obje6ts they

leave behinde them, (which ufually is as long as

they can relifli them) doe retaine ftill even in

their feparation, a byas, and a languifliing towards

them : which is the Reafon why fuch terrene Soules

appeare ofteneft in Coemeteries and Charnell

houfes •
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houfes
;
(and not, that morall one which our Author

giveth
:
) for life which is union with the body,

being that which carnal Soules have ftraightell

afFedtions to, and that they are loatheft to be

feparated from; their unquiet Spirit^ which can
never (naturally) loofe the impreffions it had
wrought in it at the time of its driving out,

lingreth perpetually after that deare confort of his.

The impoflibility cannot cure them of their

impotent defires; They would faine be alive againe,

—Iterumque ad tarda reverft

Corpora. §1^^ lucis miferis tarn dlra cup'tdo ?

And to this caufe peradventure may bee reduced

the ftrange effect which is frequently feen in

England^ when at the approach of the Murderer^

the flaine body fuddainely bleedeth afrefh : For
certainely the Soules of them that are treacheroufly

murdered by furprife, ufe to leave their Bodies

with extreame unwillingnefle, and with vehement
indignation againft them that force them to fo

unprovided & abhorred a paflage. That Soule

then to wreak its evill tallent againit the hated

Murderer, and to draw a juft and defired revenge

upon his head; would doe all it can to manifeft

the author of the fa6t. To speake, it cannot ; for

in it felfe, it wanteth Organs of voyce, and thofe

it is parted from, are now growne too heavy, and
are too benummed for it, to give motion unto.

Yet fome change it defireth to make in the body
which it hath fo vehement inclinations to, &
therfore is the apteft for it to worke upon. It

muft then endeavour to caufe a motion in the

fubtileit & moft fluid parts (and confequently, the

O moft
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moft moveable ones) of it. This cart be nothing

but the Blood ; which then being violently moved,
muft needs gufli out at thofe places where it

findeth ilTues.

Our author cannot beleeve that the world will

perifh upon the ruines of its own principles : But
Mafber White hath demonfbrated the end of it upon
naturall Reafon. And though the precife time

for that general! deftrudlion bee infcrutable
;
yet

he learnedly fliewcth an ingenious rule whereby to

meafure in fome fort the duration of it, without

being branded (as our author threatneth) with

convincible and Statute madnefTe, or with impiety.

And whereas hee will have the worke of this lafb

great day (the fummer up of all paft dayes) to imply

annihilation and thereupon intereffeth God onely in

it : I muft beg leave to contradidt him namely in

this point, and to afTirme that the letting loofe

then of the adtivefl Element to deffcroy this face of

the World, will but beget a change in it, and that

no annihilation can proceed from God Almighty :

for his efTence being (as I faid before) felfe-exiftence,

it is more impolTible that Not-being fliould flow

from him, then that cold fhould flow immediately

from fire, or darkencfTe from the ad:uall prefence of

light.

1 muft needs acknowledge that where he

ballanceth life and death againft one another and
confidereththat the latter is to bee a kinde of nothing

for a moment, to become a pure Spirit within one
inftant, and what followeth of this ftrong thought

;

is extreame handfomely faid, and argueth very

gallant and geneious refolutions in him.

To exemplifie the immortality of the Soule, hee

needeth
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needetli not have recourfe to the Fhtlofophers ftone.

His owne ftore furnifheth him with a moft pregnant

one of reviving a plant (the fame numericall plant)

out of his owne afhes. But under his favour, I

beleeve his experiment will faile, if under the

notion of the fame, hee comprehendeth all the

Accidents that firft accompanied that plant; for

fince in the aflies there remaineth onely the fixed

Salt, I am very confident that all the colour, and
much of the odor and Taft of it, is flowne away
with the Volatile fait.

What fliould I fay of his making fo particular a

narration of perfonall things, and private thoughts

of his owne ; the knowledge whereof cannot much
conduce to any mans betterment ? (which I make
account is the chiefe end of his writing this

difcourfe) As where he fpeaketh of the foundnefle

of his body, of the courfe of his dyet, of the

coolenefTe of his blood at the Summer Solftice of
his age, of his negled: of an Epitaph : how long he
hath lived or may live what Popes, Emperours, -K/w^y,

Grandselgniors, he hath beene contemporary unto,

and the like : would it not be thought that hee

hath a fpeciall good opinion ofhimfelfe, (and indeed

hee hath reafon) when he maketh fuch great Princes

the Land-markes in the Chronology of himfelfe ?

Surely if he were to write by retaile the particulars

of his owne Story and life, it would bee a notable

Romanze^ fince he telleth us in one totall fumme,
it is a continued miracle of thirty yeares. Though
he creepeth gently upon us at the firfl, yet he
groweth a Gyant, an Attlas (to ufe his owne
expreflion) at the lafl. But I will not cenfure him
as hee that made notes upon Balfacs letters, an4

O z was
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was angry with him for vexing his readers with

ftories of his Cholikes^ and voyding of graveJl. 1

leave this kind of his expreffions, without looking

further into them.

In the next place (my Lord) I fhall take occafion

from our authors fetting fo maine a difference

betweene morall honefty and vertue, or being

vertuous, (to ufe his owne phrafe) out of an inbred

loyalty to vertue; and on the other fide, being

vertuous for a rewards fake ; To difcourfe a little

concerning Vertue in this life, and the effects of it

afterwards. Truely (my Lord) however he feemeth

to prefer this latter, I cannot but value the other

much before it, if we regard the noblenede, and
heroikenefTe of the nature and mind from whence
they both proceed : And if wee confider the

lourneyes end, to which each of them carrieth us,

I am conhdent the firfh yeeldeth nothing to the

fecond, but indeed both meete in the period of

Beatitude. To cleare this point (which is very

well worth the wifefb mans ferioufeft thoughts) we
muft confider, what it is that bringeth us to this

excellent State, to be happy in the other world of

eternity and immutability. It is agreed on all hands

to bee Gods grace and favour to us : But all doe

not agree by what ifeps his grace produceth this

effect. Herein I fhall not trouble your Lordfhippe

with a long difcourfe, how that grace worketh in us,

(which yet I will in a word touch anon, that you

may conceive what I underftand grace to bee) but

will fuppofe it to have wrought its eflFed in us in

this life, and from thence examine what hinges they

are that turn us over to Beatitude and Glory in the

next. Some confider God as a ludge, that rewardeth

or
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or punifheth men, according as they cooperated
with or repugned to, the grace hee gave. That
according as their actions pleafe or difpleafe him,
he is well affeded towards them or angry with them;
And accordingly maketh them, to the purpofe, and
very home, feele the effects of his kindenefle or
indignation. Others that flye a higher pitch, and
are fo happy,

—Vt rerum poterint cognofcere caufas^

doe conceive that Beatitude, and mifery in the

other life, are efFedts that necefTarily and orderly

flow out of the nature of thofe caufes that begot
them in this life, without engaging God Almighty
to give a fentence, and ad: the part of a ludge,

according to the ftate of our caufe, as it fliall

appeare upon the accufations and pleadings at his

great Bar, Much of which manner of expreflion,

is metaphoricall, and rather adapted to containe
vulgar mindes in their duties (that are awed with
the thought of a fevere ludge, fifting every minute
adion of theirs) then fuch as we muft conceive

every circumftance to palTe fo in reality as the

literall found of the words feemes to inferre in

ordinary conftrudion : (and yet all that is true too,

in its genuine fenfe) But (my 1,0X01) thefe more
penetrating men, and that 1 conceive are vertuous
upon higher and ftronger motives (for they truely

and folidly know why they are fo) doe confider that

what impreffions are once made in the fpirituall

fubftance of a Soule, and what affections it hath
once contraded, doe ever remaine in it till a

contrary and diametrally contradiding judge-

ment and afFedion, doe obliterate it, & expell it

O 3 thence.
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thence. This is the reafon why Contriticn^ forrow

and hatred for paft Sins^ is encharged us. If

then the Soule doe goe out of tlie body with

impreflions and affeSions to the objects, and

pleafures of this life ; it continually lingreth after

them, and as Virgill (learnedly as well as wittily)

faith,

—S^^ gratia currum^

yirmorurnque fuit v'tvis^ c^ute cura nitentes

Fafcere equos^ eadem fequitur tellure repofios.

But that being a State wherin thofe obje(2:s neither

are, nor can be enjoyed, it muft needs follow that

fuch a Soule muft bee in an exceeding anguifli,

forrow, & afflicflion, for being deprived of them

;

& for want of thofe it fo much prifeth, will

negledt all other contentments it might have, as

not having a relifli or taft moulded and prepared to

the favouring of them ; but like feaverifli tongues,

that when they are even fcorched with heat, take-

no delight in the pleafmgeft liquors, but the fweeteft

drinks feeme bitter to them by reafon of their

overflowing Gall ; Soe they even hate whatfoever

Good is in their power, and thus pine away a long

eternity. In which the fliarpenefife and aciivity of

their paine, anguifli, and fad condition, is to bee

meafured by the fenfiblenefle of their natures

:

which being then purely fpirituall, is in a manner
infinitely more then any torment that in this IL^e

can bee inflicted upon a dull grofTe body. To this

add, the vexation it muft bee to them, to fee how
ineftimable and infinite a good, they have loft

;

and loft meerely by their own fault ; and for

momentary trifles, and childrens play ; and that it

was
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was fo eafie for them to have gained it, had they

remained but in their right fenfes, and governed
themfelves according to Reafon. And then judge

in what a tortured condition they muft bee, of

remorfe and execrating themfelves for their moll
refupine and fenfelede madnefle. But if on the

other fide, a Soule be releafed out of this Vrlfon

of clay and flefh, with affedtions fetled upon
intellectual goods as Truth^ Knoivledge^ and the like

;

And that it be growne to an irkefome diflike of the

flat pleafures oF this world ; and looke upon carnall

and fenfuall objed:s with a difdainfull eye, as dif-

cerning the contemptible inanity in them, that is

fet off onely by their painted outfide ; and above alJ,

that it have a longing defire to bee in the focjety of

that fupereminent caufe of caufes, in which they

know are heaped up the Treafures of all beauty,

Knowledge^ Truth^ Delight^ and good whatfoever;
and therefore are impatient at the Delay^ and reckon
all their abfence from him as a tedious banifhment

;

and in that regard hate their life 6c body as caufe

of this divorce : fuch a Soule I fay muft neceflarily,

by reafon of the Temper it is wrought into enjoy

immediately at the inftant of the bodies diflolution

and its liberty, more contentment, more joy, more
true happinefle, then it is poffible for a heart of

flefli to have fcarce any fcantling of, much lefTe to

comprehend.
For immenfe knowledge is naturall to it ; as I

have touched before. Truth^ which is the adaequated

and Satisfying objed: of the underftanding, is there

difplayed in her owne Colours ; or rather without

any.

And that which is the Crov:n of all, and in

O 4 refpect
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refped of which all the reft is nothing; that in-

finite entity which above all things this foule

thirfteth to bee united unto, can not for his owne
goodnefle fake deny his embraces to fo aflFe(3:ionate

a Creaturey and to fuch an enflamed love. If he

fliould ; then, were that Soule, for being the beft,

and for loving him moft, condemned to be the

unhappieft. For what joy could fhee have in any

thing, were flie barred from what flie fo infinitely

loveth ? But fmce the nature of fuperiour and
excellent things is to fliower downe their propitious

influences wherefoever there is a capacity of

receiving them, and no obftacle to keep them out

(like the Sun that illuminateth the whole ay re, if no
cloud or folid opacous body intervene) it followeth

clearely that this infinite Sun of luftice, this

immenfe Ocean of goodneiTe, cannot chufe but

environ with his beames, and replenifli even beyond
fatietie with his delightfome waters, a foule fo

prepared and tempered to receive them.

AVa; (my Lord) to make ufe of this difcourfe

and apply it to what begot it ; be pleafed to

determine which way will deliver us eveneft and
fmootheft to this happie end of our Journey ; To
bee vertuous for hope of a reward, and through fearc

of punifliment, or to be fo, out of a naturall and
inward affedion to lertue^ for vertues and Reafons

fake ? furely one in this latter condition, not onely

doth thofe things which will bring him to Beatitude
;

but he is fo fecured in a manner under an Armour
of Froofe^ that hee is almoft invulnerable ; hee can

fcarce mifcarry, hee hath not fo much as an in-

clination to worke contrarily, the alluring baites of

this World^ tempt him not ; hee diiliketh, hee hateth,

even
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even his neceiTary commerce with them whiles hee

liveth. On the other iide, the hireling that fteereth

his courfe onely by his reward and punifliment,

doth well I confefTe ; but he doth it with relusance

;

he carrieth the^Arke^ Gods Image, his Soule, fafely

home, it is true, but hee loweth pitifully after his

calves that hee leaveth behind him among the

Thilifiians, In a word he is vertuous^ but if hee

might fafely, hee would doe vitious things. (And
hence bee the ground in nature, if fo I may fay, of

our 'Purgatory) Meethinkes two fuch mindes may
not unfitly be compared to two Maides, whereof
one hath a little fprinkling of the green ficknefle,

and hath more mind to eate aflies, Chalke^ or

Leather^ then meates of folid and good nourifli-

ment ; but forbeareth them, knowing the languifh-

ing condition of Health it will bring her to : But
the other having a ruddy, vigorous and perfed:

conilitution, and enjoying a compleate entire

eucrafie, delights in no food but of good nourriture,

& loathes the others delights. Her health is

difcovered in her lookes,and (hee is fecure from any
danger of that Malady, whereas the other, for all

her good dyet, beareth in her complexion fome
fickly teftimony of her depraved appetite ; and if

file bee not very Wary^ fhee is in danger ofa relapfe.

It falleth fit in this place to examine our Authors
apprehenfion of the end of fuch honeft Worthies and
Fhilofophers (as he calleth them) that dyed before

Chrifi his incarnation, whether any of them could be

faved or no. Truely (my Lord) I make no doubt at

all, but if any followed in the whole Tenor of their

lives, the didiamens of right Reafon^ but that their

lourney was fecure to Heaven, Out of the former

difcourfc
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difcourfe appeareth what temper of minde is

necefTary to get thither. And^ that Reafan would
di<2:ate luch a temper to a perfectly judicious man
(though but in the ftate of Nature) as the bell: and

moll: rationall for him, I make no doubt at all.

But it is mofl true ^ they are exceeding few, (if

any) in whom Reafon worketh clearly and is not

oyerfwayed by Fafiion and terrene affections; they

are few that can difcerne what is reafonable to be

done in every circumitance.

—Fauci
^
quos aquuf amavit

Jupiter^ aut ardens evex'it ad athera virtus ,•

Dis gen'itt^ potuerci

And fewer, that knowing what is beft, can win of

themfelves to doe accordingly
;

{video meliora

proboque^ deteriorafequor ; being moft mens cafes) fo

that after all that can be exped:ed at the hands of

nature and reafon in their belt habit, fmce the lapfe

of them, wee may conclude, it would have beene a

moft difficult thing for any man, and a moft im-
poflible one for mankinde, to attaine unto Beatitude^

if Chrifi had not come to teach, and by his example
to fliew us the way.
And this was the Reafon of his incarnation,

teaching life & death : for being God, wee could

not doubt his veracity, when he told us newes of

the other world ; having all things in his power,

and yet enjoying none of the delights of this life,

no man fliould fticke at foregoing them, fmce his

example Iheweth all men that fuch a courfe is

beft ; whereas few are capable of the Reafon of it

:

And for his laft adt, dying in fuch an afflidted

manner, hec taught us how the fecureft way to ftep

immediately
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immediately into perfedt happinefle, is to be

crucified to all the defires, delights, and content-

ments of this World.

But to come backe to our Phyflclan : Truely (my
Lord) I muft needs pay him as a due the ac-

knowledging his pious difcourfes to bee excellent

and patheticall ones, containing worthy motives,

to encite one to vertue and to deterre one from
vice : thereby to gaine Heaven^ and to avoid HelL
Afluredly he is owner of a folid head and of a ftrong

generous heart. Where hee imployeth his thoughts

upon fuch things as refort to no higher, or more
abftrufe Fr'mciples then fuch as occurre in ordinary

converfation with the world, or in the common
tracke of ftudy and learning, I know no man would
lay better. But when hee meeteth with fuch diffi-

culties as his next concerning the RefurreBion of
the body, (wherein after deepe meditation, upon
the moft abftradled principles, and speculations of
the Metaphyfikes^ one hath much adoe to folve the

appearing contradi6tions in Nature) There^ 1 doe
not at all wonder hee fliould tread a little awry, and
goe aftray in the darke ; for I conceive his courfe of
life hath not permitted him to allow much time
unto the unwinding offuch entangled and abftracfted

fubtilties. But if it had, I beleeve his naturall

parts are fuch as he might have kept the chaire from
moft men 1 know : for even where hee roveth wideft,

it is with fo much wit and fliarpeneiTc, as putteth

me in mind of a great mans cenfure upon Jofepb
Scaligers Cyclometrica (a matter he was not well

verfed in) that hee had rather erre fo ingenioufly

as he did, then hit upon Truth in that heavy
manner as the Jefuite^ his antagonift ftuffeth his

Bookes,
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Bookes, Mofb afluredly his wit and fmartnefle in

this difcourfe is of the fineft Standard-^ and his

infight into feverer Ijearningv/iW appeare as piercing

unto fuch as ufe not ftriclly the touchftone and
the Tejl to examine every peece of the glittering

coine hee payeth his reader with. But to come to

the RefurreHlon, Methinkes it is but a grofTe con-

ception to thinke that every Atome of the prefent

individual! matter of a body ; every graine of A[bes

of a burned Cadaver^ fcattered by the wind
throughout the world, and after numerous varia-

tions changed peradventure into the body of

another man ^ fliould at the founding of the laft

Trumpet be raked together againe from all the

corners of the earth, and be made up anew into

the fame Body it was before of the firft man. Yet
if we will be Chrijiiaiis^ and rely upon Gods
promifes, wee muft beleeve that we fliall rife againe

with the fame Body, that walked about, did cate,

drinke, and live here on earth ; and that we fhall

fee our Saviour and Redeemer with the fame, the

very fame, eyes, wherewith we now look upon the

fading Glories of this contemptible world.

How fliall thefe feeming contrarieties bee recon-

ciled ? if the latter be true why fliould not the

former be admitted? To explicate this riddle the

better, give me leave to aske your Lordfliip if you
now fee the Cannons^ the Enjignes^ the Armes^ and
Other martiall preparations at Oxford^ with the fame
eyes, wherewith many yeares agone you looked

upon Porphyries and Ar'ijiotles learned leafes there ?

I doubt not but you will anfwer mee, Afluredly

with the very fame. Is that noble and Gracefull

perfon of yours, that bcgetteth both delight and
Reverence
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Reverence in every one that looketh upon it ? Is that

body of yours,that now is growne to fuch comely and

full dimenfions, as Nature can give her none more
advantagious, the fame perfon, the fame body,

which your vertuous and excellent Mother bore

nine moneths in her chaft and honoured wombe,
and that your Nurfe gave fucke unto? moft

certainely it is the fame. And yet if you confider it

well, it cannot bee doubted but that fublunary matter,

being in a perpetuall flux, and in bodies which have

internall principles of Heate and motion, much
continually tranfpiring out to make roome for the

fupply of new aliment j at the length, in long pro-

cefTe oftime, all is fo changed. As that Ship'sX Athens

may as well bee called the fame fhip that was there

two hundred yeares before, and whereof (by reafon

of the continuall reparations) not one foote of the

Tymher is remaining in her that builded her at the

firft; As this Body now, can be called the fame it

was, forty yeares agone unlefTe fome higher con-

fideration keepe up the Identity of it. Now what
that is. Let us examine, and whether or no, it will

reach to our difficulty of the RefurreSiion, Let us

confider then how that which giveth the numerical

individuation to a Body^ is the fubftantiall forme.

As long as that remaineth the fame, though the

matter be in a continuall fluxe and motion, yet the

thing is ftill the fame. There is not one droppe of

the fame water in the Thames that ranne downe by

Whitehall yefternight, yet no man will deny, but

that it is the fame River that was in Queene
Eliz,aheths time, as long as it is fupplied from the

fame Common Stocke, the Sea, Though this

example reacheth not home, it illuftrateth the thing.

If
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If then the forme remaine abfolutely the fame after

reparation from the matter, that it was in the

matter, (which can happen onely to formes, that

fubfift by themfelves ; as humane Soules) it followeth

then, that whenfoever it is united to matter againe,

(all matter comming out of the fame common
Magazine) it maketh againe the fame man, with

the fame eyes, and all the fame limbes that were
formerly. Nay, hee is compofed of the fame
Individuall matter: for it hath the fame diftin-

guifher and individuator; to wit, the fame forme,

or Soule, Matter confidered fmgly by it felfe, hath

no diftindiion : All matter is in it felfe the fame

;

we muft fanfie it, as we doe the indigefbed Chaos
;

It is an uniformely wild Oceafi, Particularize a few
drops of the Sea^ by filling a glalTe full of them

;

then that glaffe full is diftinguifhed from all the

reft of the watery Bulke : But returne backe thofe

few drops to from whence they were taken, and the

GlafTe-full that even now had an individuation by
it felfe, lofeth that, and groweth one and the fame
with the other maine flocke : Yet if you fill your
glaiTe againe, wherfoever you take it up, fo it be of

the fame uniforme Bu/ke of water you had before,

it is the fame GlafTe-full of water that you had.

But as I faid before, this example fitteth entirely,

no more then the other did. In fuch abflradted

fpcculations,where we muft confider matter without

forme (which hath no acluall being) wee mufl not

expect adsequated examples in nature. But enough
is faid to make a fpcculative man fee, that if GoJ
fliould joyne the Sou/e of a lately dead man (even

whiles his dead corps fliould lie entire in his wind-
ing flieetc here) unto a Boi/^ made of earth taken

from
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from fome mountaine in America-^ it were moffc

true and certaine that the body he fhould then live

by, were the fame Identical! body he lived with

before his Death and late RefurreBion, It is evident

that famenejje^ thlfnejfe^ and thatnejp^ belongeth not

to matter by it felfe, (For a generall indifference

runneth through it all) but onely as it is diftinguiflied

and individuated by the Forme. Which, in our

cafe, whenfoever the fame Soule doth, it muft be

underftood alwayes to be the fame matter and body.

This point thus palTed over; 1 may piece

to it what our Author faith of a Magaz,ine of

Subfiflent formes refiding firft in the Chaos^ &
hereafter (when the world fliall have beene de-

ilroyed by fire) in the generall heape of Afhes ^ out

of which Gods voyce did, & fhall, draw them out

& cloath them with matter. This language were

handfome for a Foet or a Rhetorician to fpcake. But

in a Fhilofopher^ that fhould ratiocinate ftridly and
rigoroufly, I can not admit it, for certainly there are

no fubfiflent forms of Corporeall things : (excepting

the Soule of man, which befides being an inform-

ing forme, hath another particular confideration

belonging to it ; too long to fpeake of here) But

whenfoever that compound is deilroyed, the forme

perilheth with the whole. And for the naturall

production of Corporeall things I conceive it to be

wrought out by the adion and paffion of the

Elements among themfelves; which introducing new
tempers and difpofitions, into the bodies where

thefe conflids pafte ; new formes fucceed old ones,

when the difpofitions are raifed to fuch a height as

can no longer confifl with the preceding forme, and

are in the immediate degree to fit the fucceeding

one.
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one, which they uflier in. The myftery of all which
I have at large unfolded in my above mentioned
treatife, of the immortality of the Soule,

I fhal] fay no more to the firft part of our

Vhifictans difcourfe, after I have obferved how his

confequence is no good one, where hee inferreth

that if the Devills foreknew, who would be damned
or faved, it would fave them the Lahor^ and end
their worke of tempting mankinde to mifchiefe and
evill. For whatsoever their morall defigne, and
fucceffe bee in it, their nature impelleth them to be

alwaies doing it. For on the one fide, it is ad:ive

in the higheft degree (as being pure AHs^ that is

Spirits^ fo on the other fide, they are maligne in

as great an excefTe: By the one they muft be alwayes

working wherefoever they may worke
;

(like water

in a vcfTell full of holes, that will run out of every

one of them which is not ftopped) By the other,

their whole worke muft be malicious and mif-

chievous. loyning then both thefe qualities

together,it is evident they will alwayes beetempting
mankind, though they know they fhall be frulliratc

of their morall end.

But were it not time that I made an end? Yes,

it is more then time. And therefore having once

paflcd the limit that confined what was becoming,

the next ftep carryed mee into the Ocean of Error
^

which being infinite, and therefore more or lefTe

bearing no proportion in it ; I will proceed a little

further, to take a fliort furvey of his Second part

;

And hope for as eafie Fardon after this addition to

my fuddaine and indigefted remarkes, as if I had

clofed them up now.
MethhikesjhthcgmnQth. withfomewhatan afFed:ed

difcourfe
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difcourfe to prove his naturall inclination to

charity which vertue is the intended Theame of all

the remainder of his difcourfe. And I doubt he

miftaktth the loweft Orbe or Lemhe of that high

Seraphicke vertue, for the top and perfed;ion of it

;

and maketh a kind of humane compaffion to bee

divine Charity, Hee will have it to bee a general!

way of doing good : It is true, he addeth then, for

Gods fake; But hee allayeth that againe, with
faying hee will have that good done as by obedience,

and to accomplifli Gods will ; and looketh at the

effeds it worketh upon our Soules but in a narrow
compafle ; like one in the vulgar throng, that

confidereth God as a Judge, & as a rewarder or a

puniflier. Whereas^ perfed: Charity^ is that vehe-

ment love of God for his own fake, for his good-
nefle, for his beauty, for his excellency that carrieth

all the motions of our Soule diredlly and violently

to him ; and maketh a man difdaine, or rather hate

all obftacles that may retard his journey to him.
And that face of it that looketh toward mankind
with who we live, & warmeth us to doe others

good, is but like the overflowings of the maine
ftreame, that fwelling above its bankes runneth
over in a multitude of little Channels.

I am not fatisfyed, that in the likenefTe which he
putteth betweene God and Man^ hee maketh the

difference betweene them, to bee but fuch as

betweene two creatures that refemble one another.

For betweene thefe, there is fome proportion ; but

between the others, none at all. In the examining
of which difcourfe, wherein the Author obferveth

that no two faces are ever feen to be perfedtly

alike ; Nay n© two FiSiures of the fame face, were

P ever
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ever exactly made fo; I could take occafion to

infcrt a fubtile & delightful! demonftration of Mr.
Whites^ wherin he flieweth how it is impoflible

that two bodyes (for example, two Boules) fliould

ever be made exadly like one another ; Nay, not
rigoroufly equall in any one accident, as namely in

weight, but that ftill there will be fome little

difference, and inequality between them, {XhtReafon

ofwhich observation, our Author medleth not with)

were it not that I have beene fo long already, as

digredlons were now very unfeafonable.

Shall I commend or cenfure our Author for

beleeving fo well of his acquired knowledg as to

be dejed:ed at the thought of not being able to

leave it a Legacy among his friends ? Or fliall I

examine whether it be not a high injury to wife

and gallant Princes^ who out of the generoufnelTe

and nobleneiTe of their Nature doe patronize arts

and learned men, to impute their fo doing to

vanity of defiring praife, or to feare of reproach ?

But let thefe palle : 1 will not ingage any that

may befriend him, in a quarrell againft him. But
1 may fafely produce EpiHetus to contradict him
when he letteth his kindnefle engulfe him in deepc

afflictions for a friend : For hee will not allow his

wife man to have an inward relenting, a troubled

feeling, or compaffion of anothers misfortunes.

That difordereth the one, without any good to the

other. Let him afford all the affiftances and
relievings in his power ; but without intermingling

himfelfe in the others Woe, As Angels that doe us

good, but have no paffion for us. But this Gentle-

mans kindneffe goeth yet further : Hee compareth
his love of a friend to his love of God'^ the union

of
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of friends Soules by afFedtion, to the union of

three perfons in the Trinity^ and to the Hypofiaticall

union of two natures in one Chrlfl^ by the Words
Jncamatlon, Moft certainely hee exprefleth himfelfe

to bee a right good naturM man : But if Saint

Auguji'tne retraced fo feverely his patheticall

expreffions for the death of his friend, faying they

favoured more of the Rhetoricall declamations of a

young Orator^ then of the grave confeflion of a

devout Chriftian^ipx fomewhat to thatpurpofe) what
cenfure upon himfelfe may wee expeSt of our
Vhyfician^ if ever hee make any retractation of this

difcourfe concerning his Religion?

It is no fmall misfortune to him, that after fo

much time fpent, and fo many places vifited in

curious fearch by travelling after the acquifition of
fo many languages ; after the wading fo deepe in

Sciences, as appeareth by the ample Inventory and
particular hee maketh of himfelfe : The refult of all

this,{hould bee toprofefleingenuoufly he had ftudyed

enough, onely to become a Scepticke : and that

having runne through all forts of Learning^heQ could
finde reft and fatisfadtion in none. This 1 confefle

is the unlucky fate of thofe that light upon wrong
Frinciples, But Mafter White teacheth us how the

Theorems and demonftrations of Fhyfckes^ may be

linked & chained together as itrongly & as

continuedly as they are in the Mathematickes^ ifmen
wpuld but apply themfclves to a right method of
Study. And I doe not finde that Salomon com-
plained of ignorance in the height of knowledge

;

(as this Gentleman faith) but onely, that after he
hath rather acknowledged himfelfe ignorant of
nothing, but that hee underftood the natures of all

P 1 Flants
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Flants from the Cedar to the HyJJ'op^ and was
acquainted with all the wayes, and pathes of

wifedome and knowledg ; hee exclaimeth that all

this is but Toyle^ and vexation of Spirit: and
therefore advifeth men to change humane Studies

into divine contemplations and affedtions.

I cannot agree to his Refolution of lliutting his

Bookes^ and giving over the fearch of knowledge,
and refigning himfelfe up to ignorance, upon the

Reafon that moveth him; as though it were extreame
"janity to wall our dayes in the purfuite of that,

which by attending but a little longer (till

Death hath clofed the eyes of our body, to open
thofe ofour Soule) wee fliall gain with eafc, wee Ihall

enjoy by infufion, and is an acceflary of our

Glorification. It is true, afToone as Death hath

played the Midwife to our fecond birth, our Soule

fhall then fee all truths, more freely then our

corporal eyes at our firft birth fee all bodies and
colours, by the naturall power of it (as I have

touched already) and not onely upon the grounds
our Author giveth. Yet farre be it from us to

thinke that time loft which in the meane feafon we
fhall laborioufly imploy to warme our felves with
blowing a few little Sparkes of that glorious fire

which we fliall afterwards in one inftant leape into

the middle of, without danger of Scorching. And
that for two important Beafons

-^

(befides feverall

others, too long to mention here) the one, for

the great advantage wee have by learning in this

life ; the other, for the huge contentment that the

acquifition of it here (which implyeth a ftrong

affedtion to it) will be unto us in the next life.

The want of knowledge in our firft Mother (which

expofed
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expofed her to bee eafily deceived by the Serpents

cunning) was the roote of all our enfuing Mlfery

and Woe, It is as true (which wee are taught by
irrefragable authority) that Omnis peccans ignorat

:

And the well-head of all the Calamities and
mifchiefes in the world, confifteth of the trouble

and bitter waters of ignorance, folly and rafhnefTe;

to cure which, the onely remedy and antidote, is

the fait of true Learning^ the bitter Wood of Study

^

painefliU meditation, and orderly confideration. I

doe not meane fuch Study^ as armeth wrangling
Champions for clamorous Schooles^^whtxc, the ability of

Subtile difputing to and fro, is "more prifed then

the retriving of truth; But fuch as filleth the

mind with folid and ufefuU notions, and doth not

endanger the fwelling it up with windy vanities.

Befides the fweetefl: companion and entertainement

of a well tempered mind is to converfe familiarly

with the naked and bewitching beauties of thofe

MiftrefTes, thofe Verities, and Sciences, which by

faire courting of them, they gaine and enjoy ; &
every day bring new frefh ones to their Seraglio

^

where the ancienteft never grow old or ftale. Is

there any thing fo pleafing or fo profitable as this ?

—Nil dulcius efl^ bene quam munlta tenere

'Edita doStrinafapientum templa ferena -,

Defpicere unde queas alios
^
pajjtmq ^ videre

Errare atque viam palanteis quterere vita.

But now if we confider the advantage we fhall

have in the other life by our afFedtion to Sciences^

and converfation with them in this, it is wonderfull

great. Indeed that affedtion is fo neceflary, as

without itwe fhall enjoy little contentment in all the

P 3 knowledge
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knowledge we fhall then bee replenifhed with : for

every ones pleafure in the pofleflion of a good, is to

be meafured by his precedent Defire of that good
;

and by the quality of the tafb and relifh ofhim that

feedeth upon it. Wee fhould therefore prepare

and make our tafl: before-hand by afTuefadliion unto,

and by often relidiing, what we fhall then be
nouriflied with. That Englijhman that can drinke

nothing but Beere^ or Ale^ would be ill beftead,

were he to goe into Spaine or Jtaly where nothing
but Wine groweth : whereas a well experienced

Goinfre that can criticife upon the feverall tafts of

liquors, would thinke his Falate in Faradife among
thofe delicious Ne^ars^ (to ufe Aretines phrafe upon
his eating of a Lamprey.) Who was ever delighted

with Tobacco the firft time he tooke it ? ^ who
could willingly be without it, after hee was a while

habituated to the ufe of it? How many examples
are there dayly of young men, that marrying upon
their fathers command, not through precedent

afFedtions of their own, have little comfort in

worthy and handfome wives, that others would
paffionately effect ? Archimedes loft his life for being
fo ravifhed with the delight of a Mathematical!
demonftration, that he could not of a fuddaine re-

call his extafied Spirits to attend the rude Souldiers

Summons : But inftead of him, whofe minde had
beene alwayes fed with fuch fubtile Dyet^ how many
playne Country Gentlemen doth your Lordfhip and I

know, that rate the knowledge of their husbandry
at a much higher pitch; and are extreamely de-

lighted by converfmg with that ; whereas the other

would be moft tedious and importune to them?
We may then fafely conclude, that if we will joy in

the
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the Knowledge wee fliall have after Death^ we muil
in our life time raife within our felves, earneft

affedtions to it, and defires of it : which cannot be

barren ones ; but will prede upon us to gaine fome
knowledge by way of advance here ; and the more
we attaine unto the more we (hall be in Love with

what remaineth behind. To this reafon then

adding the other, how knowledge is the furell

proppe, and guide of our prefent life : and how it

perfecSteth a man in that which conftituteth him a

man ; his Reafon ; and how it enableth him to tread

boldly, fteadily, conftantly, and knowingly in all

his wayes: And 1 am confident, All men that

fhall heare the cafe thus debated, will joyne with

mee in making it a Suit to our Fhyftian^ that hee

will keepe his Bookes open, and continue that Pro-

grejfe he hath fo happily begun.

But I believe your Lordfhip will fcarcely joyne

with him in his wifli that wee might procreate and
beget Children without the helpe of women or

without any conjund:ion or commerce with that

fweete, and bewitching Sex, Vlato taxed his fellow

Vhllofopher^ (though otherwife a learned and brave

man) for not facrificing to the Graces '^ thofe gentle

female goddefles. What thinketh your Lordfhip

of our Fhyjitians bitter cenfure of that a6tion which
Mahomet maketh the eflence of his FaraMfet
Indeed befides thofe his unkindnefles, or rather

frowardnefles, at that tender-hearted Sex (which

muft needes take it ill at his hands) me thinketh he

fetteth marryage at too low a rate, which is

afluredly the higheft and devineft linke of humane
fociety. And where he fpeaketh of Cupid^ and of

Beauty^ it is in fuch a phrafe, as putteth mee in

P 4. mind
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mind of the Learned Greeke Reader in Cambridge his

courting of his Mifiris out of Stephens his Tke-

faurus.

My next obfervation upon his difcourfe draweth

me to a Logicall confideration of the nature of an

exad: Syllogifme : which kind of refled:ion, though

it ufe to open the doore in the courfe of Learning

and ftudy
;
yet it will neere fliut it in my difcourfe

;

which my following the thred that my Author

Ipinnethj afligneth to this place. If he had well

and throughly confidered all that is required to

that ftricl way of managing our Reafon^ he would
not have cenfured Arifiotle for condemning the

fourth figure, out of no other motive, but becaufe

it was not confonant to his owne principles ; that

it would not fit with the foundations himfelf

had laid ; though it doe with reafon, (faith he) and
bee confonant to that ; which indeed it doth not,

at all times and in all Circumftances. In a

perfe6t Syllogifme the predicate mufl bee identified

with the fubjed:, and each extreame with the

middle terme, and fo confequently, all three with
one another. But in Galens fourth figure the cafe

may fo fall out, as thefe rules will not be current

there.

As for the good and excellency that he con-
fidereth in the word things ; and how farre from
folitude, any man is in a wildernefle ; Thefe are

(in his difcourfe) but aquivocall confiderations of
Good^ and of I^ojiellneffe : nor are they any wayes
pertinent to the morality of that part where he
treateth of them.

I have much adoe to believe what he fpeaketh

confidently: that hee is more beholding to Morpheus

for
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for Learned and rational!, as well as pleafing

Dreames ; then to Mercury for fmart and facetious

conceptions; whom Saturne (it feemeth by his

relation) hath looked afquint upon in his geniture.

In his concluding Frayer^ wherein he fummeth
up all he wifheth ; me thinketh his arrow is not

winged with that fire which I fhould have expedted

from him upon this occafion : for it is not the

peace of Conjcience^ nor the bridling up of ones

afFecStions, that exprefTeth the higheft delightfulnes

and happieft {late of a perfedt Chrtftlan, It is love

onely that can give us Heaven upon earth, as well

as in Heaven ; and bringeth us thither too : fo

that the Thufcan Virgil had reafon to fay,

—In alte dolcez,z,e

Non
fi
puo gioir^fe non amando.

And this love mufl be imployed upon the nobleft

and higheft object ; not terminated in our friends.

But of this tranfcendent and divine part of
Charity that looketh diredtly and immediately upon
God himfelfe ; and that is the intrinfecall forme,

the utmoft perfection, the fcope and finall period

of true Re/igwn^(this Gentlemans intended Theame-^

as I conceive) I have no occafion to fpeak any thing,

fince my Author doth but tranfiently mention it

;

and that too, in fuch a phrafe as ordinary Catechifmes

fpeake of it to vulgar capacities.

Thus (my Lord) having run through the booke
(God knowes how fleightly, upon fo great a

luddaine) which your Lordftiip commanded mee to

give you an account of, there remaineth yet a

weightier taske upon me to performe ; which is to

excufe my felfe of prefumption for daring to

confider
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confidcr any moles in that face which you had
marked for a beauty. But who fliall well confider

my manner of proceeding in thefe remarkes, will

free me from that cenfure. I offer not at Judghig
the prudence and wifedome of this difcourfe

:

Thofe are fit enquiries for your Lordfhips Court of
highefl appeale ; in my inferiour one, I meddle
onely with little knotty peeces of particuler

Sciences • [Matina apis injtar^ operofa parvus
carmina jingo) In which it were peradventure a

fault for your Lordfhip to be too well verfed
;
your

imployments are of a higher and nobler Straine
-^

and that concerne the welfare of millions of men :

Tu regere imperio populos (Sackville) memento

(Hte tihi erunt artes) pacifque imponere morem.

Such little Studies as thefe, belong onely to

thofe perfons that are low in the ranke they hold

in the Commonwealth, low in their conceptions,

and low in a languifhing and ruffing leifure, fuch

a one as r»^7/calleth Ignohile ottum^ and fuch a one
as 1 am now dulled withall. \'i Alexander or C^efar

fhould have commended a trad: of Land, as fit to

fight a Battaile in for the Empire of the World, or

to build a City upon, to be the Magazine and ftaple

of all the adjacent countries; No body could juftly

condemne that husbandman, who according to his

owne narrow art and rules, fhould cenfure the

plaines of Arbela^ or Fharfalia for being in fome
places fterile ; or the meadowes about Alexandria^

for being fometimes fubjed: to bee overflowen ; or

could taxe ought he fhould fay in that kinde for a

contradidion unto the others commendations of

thofe places ^ which are built upon higher, and

larger
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larger principles. So (my Lord) 1 am confident I

fliall not be reproached of unmannerlinefTe for

putting in a demurrer unto a few little particulari-

ties in that Noble difcourfe which your Lordfliip

gave a general! applaufe unto ; And by doing fo,

I have given your Lordfhip the beft account I can of

my felfe, as well as of your Commands. You
hereby fee what my entertainements are, and
how I play away my time,

—Dorfet dum magnus ad altum

Fulm'mat Oxonium bello^ viStorque volentes

Per populos dat jura; viamq-y affeBat Olympo.

May your Counfels there bee happy, and
fucceflefuU ones to bring about that Feace which if

wee bee not quickly blefled withall, a generall ruine

threatneth the whole Kingdoms From Winchefier

houfe the 22. (I thinke I may fay the 23. for I

am fure it is morning, and I thinke it is day) ot

December, 16^4,2.

Tour ZiOrdJhips mofi humble

and obedient fervant^

Kenelme Digby.

The Poftfcript.

My Lord,

IOoking over thefe loofe papers to point them^ 1

_^perceive I have forgotten tahat I promifed in the

eightJheet to touch in a vjord concerning Grace ; I doe

not conceive it to be a quality^ infufed by God
Almighty into a Soule,

Such kind of difcourfng^ fatisfieth mee no more in

Divinity^
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Divinity
J
then in Philofophy. J take it to be the

'whole complex offuch reall motives {^as afolid account

may be given of them) that incline a man to vertue^

and piety ,• and are fet on foote by Gods particular

Grace andfavour^ to bring that vjorke to paffe. As
for example: To a man plunged in Senfuality, ybw^
great misfortune happeneth^ that mouldeth his heart to

a tendernejfe^ and inclineth him to much thoughtfulnejfe
^

hi this temper^ hee meeteth tuith a Booke, or a

Preacher, that reprefenteth lively to him the danger of
his ovjne condition ^ and pveth him hopes of greater

contentment in other objeBs^ after heefhall have taken

leave of his former beloved Sinnes. This begetteth

further converfation ivith prudent and pious men^ and
experienced Phyjitians in curing the Soules Maladies ;

luhereby hee is at lafi perfeEily converted and fetled

in a courfe of Solid Vertue, and Piety.

'Movj thefe accidents of his misfortune ^ the gentle-

nejfe andfoftnejfe of his nature^ hisfalling upon a good

Booke, his encountring ivith a patheticke Preacher,

the impremeditated Chance that brought him to heare

his Sermon, his meeting -with other luorthy men^ and
the ivhole concatenation of all the intervening accidents

to vjorke this good effe^ in him j and that voere ranged

and difpofed from all Eternity^ by Gods particular

goodnejfe and providence for his Salvation ^ and
vjithout vuhich hee had inevitably beene damned ^ this

chaine of caufes^ ordered by God to produce this effeB^

I underfiand to bee Grace.

FINIS.
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