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PREFACE.

The writer prefers no claim to novelty or orig-

inality in the subject or the manner of its treat-

ment contained in the following pages. He has

merely made an effort to reduce to writing some

considerations which he trusts have not been devoid

of benefit to him; and this little volume is given to

the public in the hope that it may fall into the

hands of some to whom its perusal will not prove

altogether irksome and unprofitable.

(3)
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i.

Jesus of Nazareth.

Nothing could more profoundly em-

phasize the complete separation of the

kingdoms of this world from the king-

dom which is not of this world than

the almost unbroken silence of secular

history upon the subject of the Chris-

tian religion during the first hundred

years of its existence upon earth. If

we were compelled to look to that source

alone to ascertain the origin and tenets

of Christianity for the first century of

the Christian era, we should be forced

to retire from the search with no greater

knowledge of how it originated and

what it assumed to teach than when
(5)
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the investigation began. Yet its advent

marked the beginning of the most per-

manent and far-reaching revolution in

human thought and human destiny that

has ever affected the life of man or

molded the fate of nations.

If we were driven to the same source

of information, for the same period, for

an account of the birth and life and

character of the Founder of this mighty

revolution, we should turn from the

silent pages of secular history in de-

spair. On such totally different lines

did the kingdom of Christ and the king-

doms of this world proceed that the lit-

erary men of the period named deemed

the new religion as scarcely worthy of

a passing notice or a paragraph on the

pages of history. Only three Roman
authors—Tacitus, Suetonius, and the

younger Pliny, who lived and wrote
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about the close of the first and the be-

ginning of the second century of the

Christian era—mention Christianity at

all, and they make merely incidental

allusion to it as a mischievous and

hurtful superstition, and evidently re-

garded it as beneath the dignity of the

muse of history to give any detailed ac-

count of its origin, or even a summary

of the teachings or creed held by what

they seem to have regarded as an insig-

nificant and vulgar sect. The contempt

felt for the sect is even more strongly

emphasized by their greater silence in

reference to the life of its Founder.

It may not prove entirely uninstruct-

ive to some lay readers to recall just

what and how much these authors had

to say about the Christians and their

religion.

Tacitus, in giving an account of the
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burning of Rome in the reign of Nero

—

a conflagration for which that cruel

tyrant was himself suspected at the time

to have been responsible—says :
" Nero,

to get rid of the rumor, substituted as the

criminals, and punished with the most

exquisite torture, those persons, odious

for shameful practices, whom the vulgar

called Christians. Christ, the author of

that name, was punished by the procu-

rator, Pontius Pilate, in the reign of

Tiberius ; and the deadly superstition,

repressed for awhile, broke out again

not only through Judea, the original

seat of the evil, but through the city

also, whither from every side all things

horrible or shameful flow together and

come into vogue. First, some were ar-

rested who made confession; then, by

the information -obtained from them, a

great multitude were found guilty, not
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so much of burning the city as of a

hatred of the human race. Even in

their dying they were made sport of:

some covered with skins of beasts, that

they might be mangled to death with

dogs ; others nailed to crosses ; others

condemned to the flames, and when the

day went down, they were burned for

illumination in the night. Xero had

offered his own gardens for that specta-

cle, and gave at the same time a circus

exhibition, going about himself among

the rabble in the dress of a charioteer, or

actually driving a chariot. The conse-

quence was that, although the sufferers

were wicked and worthy of extreme pun-

ishment, commiseration was awakened,

as if they suffered, not from any consid-

eration of the public welfare, but for the

gratification of one man's cruelty/'

It will be observed from this merely
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incidental reference by Tacitus to the

Christians that four facts appear : First,

they took their name of Christians from

Christ, as the Author of their religion

;

second, this Christ was executed by Pon-

tius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius;

third, the "deadly superstition," as he

denominates the Christian religion, had

its origin in Judea; fourth, although

repressed for a time after the death of

its Founder, this new religion broke out

again, and spread not only through Ju-

dea, where it first arose, but through

the city of Rome itself—all in perfect

harmony with the sacred record.

But the historian does not deem the

despised sect of sufficient importance to

trouble himself to ascertain or record

what their creed or manner of life was.

He says they were " odious for shame-

ful practices," but what those practices
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were which he stigmatizes as shameful

he does not deign to tell us, any more

than if he had been writing of so many

doors, whose habits could not be re-

garded as otherwise than vile and de-

grading from their very nature. He

says some were first arrested who made

confession, and on their evidence a great

multitude were found guilty, not so much

of burning the city—a charge which

Nero, to cover his own infamy, had

brought against them—as of a hatred

of the human race. This is a very

broad charge, unexplained and unre-

lieved by a single specification, and

•based wholly on the testimony of a set

of informers who, to escape the cruelty

of Nero and to save their own lives,

doubtless furnished to order all the tes-

timony necessary to avert the tyrant's

wrath from themselves. The idea of



12 Can It Be False?

their being enemies of the human race*

in all probability had its origin in the

rebuke which the pure spirit of their re-

ligion administered to the unbridled ap-

l)etites and licentiousness of the age.

The slaughter was so great, the punish-

ment so cruel and inhuman, that the

public sympathy was aroused in behalf

of even the despised and humble Chris-

tians
; and the people came to believe

* The author has followed the common transla-

tion of Tacitus, but it is highly probable that this

version is incorrect. By charging the Christians

with "a hatred of the human race" the Roman
historian would have contradicted all the testimony

of antiquity. Did Tacitus make this charge? His

words are: " Quam odio humani generis convicti

sunt," which may be rendered, "were convicted of

being the objects of the hatred of the human race."

" In odio esse" according to Cicero, expresses the

object of hatred, and the text in this place ("Annals

of Tacitus," b. 15, 1. 44) should be rendered accord-
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that the holocaust was made not so

much to free society from a dangerous

and wicked element as to cover the

crime of the imperial incendiary and

to gratify the cruelty of the sceptered

monster. This conflagration of the city

is known to have occurred Anno Domini

64. Tacitus wrote forty years after

this barbarous persecution of the Chris-

tians in Rome by Nero, and gives not a

single fact on which he bases the dis-

ingly. This reading gives additional strength to

the argument of our author, and furnishes a clear

fulfillment of the prophecy of our Lord in St.

Matthew x. 22, repeated in Matthew xxiv. 9, by

St. Mark xiii. 13, and St. Luke xxi. 17: "And ye

shall be hated of all men for my name's sake." This

record of a fulfillment of prophecy in the pages of

a Roman historian is one of the evidences of the

truth of Christianity that has been strangely over-

looked by many commentators on the Holy Script-

ures.— ElUTOR.
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creditable and opprobrious epithets

which he is pleased to apply to them.

Unfriendly rumor and a prevailing pop-

ular prejudice were doubtless the only

authority he had for his degrading char-

acterization of a humble people, whose

chief crime consisted in being better

and purer than the age in which they

lived and suffered.

In his " Life of Nero " Suetonius makes

a mere passing allusion to the followers

of Christ, whom he designates as "the

Christians, a sort of men {genus homi-

num) of a new and wicked superstition,

who were severely punished."

What evidence did Suetonius have

that the Christians were believers in

an evil or hurtful superstition ? If he

had condescended to tell us what their

belief was, perhaps we would have dif-

fered with him as to the justice of the
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character he has seen fit to assign it.

But in all probability he never felt in-

terest enough in the subject to trouble

himself with inquiring as to what they

believed, and if called upon would have

been unable to state correctly a single

article in their creed. Be this as it

may, he wrote forty or fifty years after

this persecution by Nero, and gives no

facts and furnishes no data in support

of what he says, evidently contenting

himself, like Tacitus, with simply echo-

ing a current prejudice, not deeming
the subject worthy of any greater con-

sideration than is contained in his brief

^and flippant allusion to it

Pliny, called the Younger to distin-

guish him from his uncle of that name,

wrote in the beginning of the second

century ofthe Christian era. He throws

more light upon the subject than can be
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extracted from the pages of either Taci-

tus or Suetonius, though the information

to be gathered from him lacks much of

being commensurate with the impor-

tance of the subject. In one of his offi-

cial communications to Trajan he refers

certain questions to that emperor, which

had arisen in the province where Pliny

was administering the government, rel-

ative to the punishment of Christians

brought before him for trial. He says,

in writing to Trajan :
" It is my custom,

sir, to refer every thing about which I

am in doubt to you; for who can better

direct my hesitation or remove my ig-

norance? I have never been present

in any judicial investigation of Chris-

tians, so that I am ignorant in what

manner and to what extent it is usual

to punish them or to examine them.

I have also been quite unable to decide
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whether there is any discrimination on

account of difference in age, or those

who are of tender years are treated in

the same way with the more robust;

whether pardon is given to those who

repent, or if one has been at any time

a Christian it is nothing in his favor

that he' has ceased to be such; whether

the mere name is punished, or only

those shameful practices connected with

the name. Meanwhile, in the case of

those who have been accused before me

of being Christians, I have taken this

course : I have put the question to them

whether they were Christians. To those

who confessed I have put the question

again, and the third time threatening

them with punishment. Those who

persevered in that confession I ordered

to be taken to execution, for I did not

doubt that, whatever the nature of their

2
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confession might be, their pertinacity

and inflexible obstinacy ought to be pun-

ished. There have been some possessed

with that sort of madness, whom, be-

cause they were Roman citizens, I have

set down in the list of those who must

be sent to Rome. Soon, as often hap-

pens, the proceedings having caused the

accusation to spread in all directions,

there came to be many sorts of cases.

An anonymous indictment was offered

containing many names. I have thought

proper to discharge those who deny that

they are or have been Christians, when

they repeated after me a prayer to the

gods, and offered worship, with incense

and wine, to your statue (which for that

purpose I have ordered to be brought

with the images of the deities), and, be-

sides all that, reviled Christ; which

things those who are really Christians can
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not, it is said, be forced to do. Others,

named by an informer, said they were

Christians, and immediately denied it;

they said that they had been, but had

ceased to be, Christians—some three,

some more, and a few even twenty years

ago. These all venerated your statue

and the images of the gods; they also

reviled Christ. But they affirmed that

the sum whether of their crime or their

error was this : that they used to meet

on a stated day before light, and to sing

among themselves in turn a hymn to

Christ as to a god, and to bind them-

selves by an oath not to any wicked-

ness, but that they would never commit

theft, robbery, or adultery; that they

would never break their word ; that

they would never deny a trust when

called to give it up; and after these

performances their way was to separate
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and then meet again to partake of food,

but only of an ordinary and harmless

kind. Even this, they said, they had

given up after my edict, by which, ac-

cording to your orders, I had prohibited

clubs.

"Having heard so much, I deemed it

the more necessary to ascertain the truth

by putting to the torture two women-

servants who were called deaconesses,

but found nothing more than a perverse

and excessive superstition. Therefore,

having postponed the investigation, I

betake myself to you for advice; for

the aifair seems to me to require such

consultation, especially because of the

number of persons implicated ; for many

of every age, of every rank, and of both

sexes are also summoned to trial, and

will be summoned ; for the contagion of

that superstition has pervaded not only
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cities, but villages, and also farms. It

can be, I think, resisted and corrected.

At least, it is evident enough that the

temples, which a little while ago were

forsaken, have begun to be frequented,

and sacred observances long intermit-

ted are renewed ; and the flesh of sacri-

fices, for which of late a purchaser could

rarely be found, is now sold everywhere.

And this makes it easy to think how

many might be reformed, if repentance

can gain pardon."

To this letter, which is given entire,

on account of its highly suggestive and

interesting character, the Emperor Tra-

jan made the following reply:

" You have adopted the right course

in investigating the charges made

against the Christians who were brought

before you. It is not possible to lay

down any general rule for all such cases.
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Do not go out of your way to look for

them. If they are brought before you,

and the offense is proved, you must

punish them, but with the restriction

that when the person denies that he is

a Christian, and shall make it evident

that he is not by invoking the gods, he

is to be pardoned, notwithstanding any

former suspicion against him. Anony-

mous informations ought not to be re-

ceived in any sort of prosecution. It is

introducing a very dangerous precedent,

and is quite foreign to the spirit of our

age."

Although Pliny seems not to have

concerned himself about the source or

origin of the new religion, yet his duties

as a conscientious magistrate led him

to make some inquiry as to its charac-

ter and the habits and practices of those

who professed it, and, so far as his, in-
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vestigation went in this direction, the

result was highly creditable to the sub-

jects of his inquiry. One thing is very

evident from his letter: the Christian

religion had become widely dissemi-

nated among the people of even the dis-

tant provinces of Bithynia and Pontus

over which he presided as governor, to

which position he had been appointed

A.D. 103, in the sixth year of the reign

of the Emperor Trajan. Indeed, he

says in so many words that the persons

accused before him of being Christians

embraced all ranks and ages. He was

at a loss to know how to dispose of the

many cases that came before him, and

when his investigations satisfied him

that there was much alleged against

those Christians for which there was

no foundation in fact, he determined to

proceed slowly and cautiously in the
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premises until he could hear from Rome.

Although he had evidently heard of

Christians before he left Rome to as-

sume his position as governor of the

two provinces, and that they were tried

and punished for some offense, he seems

never to have attended any such trials

or to have taken sufficient interest in

the subject to inquire for what they

were tried, or what punishment it was

usual to inflict upon them. He was

therefore wholly at sea as to what he

ought to do with such cases when they

were brought before him. He was ig-

norant as to whether the mere profes-

sion of Christianity was a crime usually

punished at Rome, or whether it was

necessary to convict the accused of some

criminal or wicked act. It would be

amusing, but for the serious consequences

to the poor creatures brought before
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him, to note the course he concluded

to take in his total ignorance of what

he ought to do toward such as refused

to recant and revile Christ. He first

asked them if it were true that they

were Christians ; if they confessed that

they were, he asked them a second time,

and if they still adhered to the confes-

sion, he put the question a third time,

threatening them wTith punishment. If

they still persisted in claiming to be

Christians, he ordered them to be taken

to execution. " For," he adds in all

seriousness, " I did not doubt that, what-

ever the nature of their confession might

be, their pertinacity and inflexible ob-

stinacy ought to be punished." In

other words, as he was confessedly ig-

norant of what ought to be done in such

cases according to the usages of the

Roman Empire, he concluded that the
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best thing to be done with the refrac-

tory, or those who refused to renounce

their religion, after graciously extend-

ing to them an opportunity to repent,

was to have them killed. This was cer-

tainly an heroic remedy on the part of

the man who freely admits that he did

not know what punishment ought to be

inflicted on them, or whether according

to law they ought to be punished at all.

And yet Pliny was not naturally a cruel

or blood-thirsty man. On the contrary,

he was a man noted for kindness and

humanity. The tenor of his whole let-

ter to Trajan evinces a disposition on

his part to avoid as far as possible the

infliction of cruel and unnecessary pun-

ishment. His biographer says of him:

" It would not be easy to find in ancient

literature, or indeed in modern, one

who approaches more closely to the
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best modern ideal of a well-bred, culti-

vated, blameless gentleman." And yet,

as has been seen, this model gentleman,

when acting in his capacity as a magis-

trate, in cases where he is confessedly

ignorant of what ought to be done, in

order to be on the safe side orders the

accused to be taken to execution. Could

any thing display in a more glaring

light the total absence of all rights on

the part of the humble people of the

provinces, which a Roman magistrate

felt himself bound to respect? Occa-

sionally there were brought before him

those who were able to interpose the

shield of Roman citizenship, and in such

cases the provincial governor was com-

pelled to pause and send the accused to

Rome for trial. Jt will be remembered

that St. Paul was forced, in order to save

his life, to plead his privilege as a Ro-
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man citizen. But the humble and lowly

Christian who could not claim such pro-

tection was absolutely at the mercy of

the civil magistrate, and the only terms

on which he could hope to live were to

renounce his religion, revile Christ, and

perform acts of worship to the gods and

the emperor. It soon came to be well

known and generally understood that

this was the crucial test, and that those

who were really Christians could not be

induced, either by the hope of earthly

reward or the fear of temporal punish-

ment, to revile Christ or worship the

gods. Pliny evidently thought that one

who was willing to revile Christ and

worship the Emperor was not a very

dangerous Christian, and could there-

fore with safety to the State be dis-

charged without punishment. Trajan

well understood the fidelity of the true
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Christian to his faith and to Christ, and

hence in his reply told Pliny that when-

ever those accused before him were will-

ing to revile Christ and worship the

gods they must not be punished, what-

ever suspicions may have attached to

them of being Christians. He accepted,

and felt safe in accepting, a revilement

of Christ and an act of worship to the

gods as sufficient and conclusive evi-

dence that the one willing to perform

such acts was not a Christian, whatever

evidence may have existed against him

in the past. Such an act was regarded

as ample indemnity for any alleged

wickedness in the past and satisfactory

security for future loyalty to the gods

and the emperor. The case of the ven-

erable Polycarp will occur in this con-

nection, who, when he was urged to

revile Christ to save his life, made this
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remarkable reply :
" Six and eighty

years have I served him, and he has

done me nothing but good, and how

could I curse him, my Lord and Saviour?

If you would know what I am, I tell you

frankly I am a Christian."

It may be justly remarked in regard

to this entire correspondence between

Pliny and Trajan that it evinces an im-

pression on the part of both that there

was nothing in the lives and conduct of

the humble followers of Christ likely to

prove dangerous to the State or hurtful

to society. " Do not go out of your way

to look for them," says Trajan. That

Pliny was not disposed to hunt them

down is made manifest from the fact

that he is careful to state in his letter

to the emperor that some had con-

fessed before him that they had been

Christians at some period in the past,
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but had renounced that religion, but

while they were professed Christians

they were in the habit of doing nothing

worse than worshiping Christ as a God
and pledging themselves to an upright

and commendable life. He also relates

to him, evidently with a view to propi-

tiate the emperor's favor in behalf of

those persecuted people, whom he doubt-

less regarded as more sinned against

than sinning, the fact that, in order to

test what there was in all the great

outcry against these Christians, he had

caused two female slaves who were said

to officiate in their religious rites to be

put to the torture, but could discover

nothing but an " absurd and extravagant

superstition." One may read between

the lines of his entire letter a disbelief

in the charges preferred against the

poor Christians who were being dragged
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before him, and their punishment de-

manded by malevolent and interested

informers. He concludes his letter with

the opinion that, if a lenient and for-

giving policy be pursued, many of

those deluded Christians can be won

back to the worship of the gods. He
mentions one fact very suggestive of the

extent to which this new religion had

spread among the mixed population of

which his provinces were composed.

Before the persecution commenced, and

men and women were compelled to sur-

render their religion or their lives, the

temples of the gods had become in a

great measure abandoned, and the de-

mand for victims for sacrifice so small

that those who raised them for sale for

that purpose could find but few pur-

chasers. The market for those victims

was thus destroyed, and in all probabil-
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ity the most active and zealous inform-

ers against the Christians were those

who saw their traffic impaired by the

silent hand that had closed the temples

of the gods and thus cut off the demand

for victims to be offered as sacrifices

upon their altars. Pliny had been an

advocate of great distinction at Rome.

He had lived through the Roman reign

of terror under Domitian, and had be-

come thoroughly familiar with the char-

acter and methods of the hordes of in-

formers who, under that detestable

dynasty, had made life a burden to

nearly every man of worth and merit

who had the misfortune to bear a good

name and a spotless reputation. His

extensive law practice in Rome had af-

forded him ample opportunities to be-

come acquainted with the unscrupulous

wiles and crooked ways of those pests
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of evil times, and he felt a profound dis-

gust and contempt for the whole vile and

vicious brood. He must therefore have

felt but little inclined to punish even

the lowly Christians, of whose religion

he knew but little and cared less, upon

the testimony and at the instance of

those social scavengers and moral

lepers, who, he very well knew, would

hesitate at no falsehood and scruple at

no means to compass their selfish and

nefarious purposes and ends. That he

threw over the helpless creatures who

were accused before him by those in-

formers and self-constituted and offi-

cious detectives such protection as a

sense of official propriety and duty would

permit him to extend is fairly inferable

from all the surroundings of the situa-

tion. Under the rule of Domitian he

had witnessed the banishment of some
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of his best and most distinguished

friends, victims of the army of inform-

ers that made the latter part of that

execrable monster's reign the most hor-

rible period in Roman history, more

dreadful even than the worst years of

Xero's bloody and brutal domination.

In describing these last and fearful years

of Domitian's rule, Tacitus says, "Even

peace was full of horrors," and thus con-

tinues: "The sea was crowded with

exiles, and its rocks were polluted with

bloody deeds. In the capital were yet

more dreadful cruelties. Mobility,

wealth, the refusal or the acceptance of

office were grounds of accusation, and

virtue insured destruction. The rewards

of the informers were no less odious than

their crimes; for while some seized on

consulships and priestly offices as their

share of the spoils, others on procura-
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torships and posts of more confidential

authority, they robbed and plundered

in every direction amid universal hatred

and terror. Slaves were bribed to turn

against their masters, and freedmen to

betray their patrons, and those who had

no personal enemies were destroyed by

their friends."

One who had gone through such

scenes as are here depicted, especially

a man of Pliny's instincts and princi-

ples and culture, would naturally im-

bibe a horror and detestation of the very

name of informer, and when these vult-

ures of his province flocked around him

to prey on the defenseless Christians,

they found in the governor a magistrate

who knew their kind too well to feel

much disposed to gratify their greed

and malice or lend a ready and willing

ear to their deceit and falsehood. It
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was fortunate for the persecuted Chris-

tians that their fate was in the hands of

one who had had so many opportunities

to know and so many reasons to hate

the vile avocation of the informer.

On his second missionary journey

St. Paul, about fifty years before Pliny

wrote his letter to Trajan, passed

through the southern portion of Bithyn-

ia, over which, as has been seen, Pliny

afterward presided. Were not the

Christians of whom Pliny speaks, and

who were brought before him for trial,

the fruits of the seed sown in that dis-

tant province by the great apostle on

his second missionary tour?

The foregoing extracts from the works

of Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny cm-

brace the entire contribution of secular

history to the rise and progress and

character of the Christian religion for
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the first century of its existence. This

is all the more remarkable when we con-

sider the age in which Christ wras born

and his religion arose. It was the Au-

gustan age of Roman literature. The

lyres of Horace, of Virgil, and of Ovid

had hardly ceased to vibrate when

Christ was born. The period immedi-

ately preceding the birth of Christ and

the century succeeding that great but

unrecorded event were distinguished

for the number of literary men whose

works adorned the annals of the empire,

many of which, defying the ravages of

time and the effacing fingers of oblivion,

still survive to enlist our interest and

challenge our admiration. Many of the

provincial cities, as well as the city of

Rome, contained literary men of dis-

tinction, as well as colleges and learned

institutions of a high order.
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It was not because there were no men

of letters or literary attainments during

the infancy of Christianity that such a

silence in regard to its character and

progress was observed in the writings

of that period. It moved on a plane

and dealt with matters about which the

writers of that day concerned them-

selves but little. The kingdom of God

came without observation. Silently and

softly, like the dews of night, Christian-

ity imperceptibly spread through the

world, infusing its principles and spirit

into the human heart as a benediction.

Abstaining from all interference or en-

tangling alliance with civil government,

invoking no aid from human authority,

antagonizing no laws or regulations of

the State, with noiseless footsteps it

went everywhere, offering the glad tid-

ings to all—the rich and the poor, the
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learned and the ignorant, the mighty

and lowly—on precisely the same terms

and conditions. It held the same lan-

guage to Csesar on his throne and the

meanest slave that trembled at his

power. It carried its blessed message

of peace and consolation to the hovels

of poverty and the palaces of the rich

alike. Like its Author, it was no re-

specter of persons. It proclaimed God

as the universal Father of the human

race, Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the

whole world, and all nations and kin-

dred and tongues as one family. The

line of demarkation between the Church

and the State was clearly and distinctly

drawn. Its disciples were enjoined to

obey the laws of the government under

which they lived, and to respect the

law-makers as ordained of God. They

were commanded to give unto Caesar
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the things that were Caesar's, and unto

God the things that were God's. Inter-

ference with political or civil affairs con-

stituted no part of the duty of those

who were commissioned to bear the tid-

ings of salvation to the world. " On

earth peace, good -will toward men"

was the burden of the message they

were commanded to deliver. Nero

might make bonfires of the bodies of

Christians to light up the darkness of

night, but the power that upheld and

stood in reserve to support and pre-

serve the kingdom of Jesus Christ was

beyond the reach of the Ciesars and

mightier than the tread of the invinci-

ble legions that had caused every other

knee to bow and every other power to

pay tribute to Rome. What was the

power mightier than Rome, which even

in the infancy of its being lived on and
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moved upon its path of .conquest in spite

of the mailed hand that nailed its Au-

thor to the cross, and made bonfires of

the bodies of his followers ? What im-

perium in imjyerio was it that dared to

live when Rome bade it die ; that en-

tered even the palace of Caesar without

knocking at the door? "The wind

bloweth where it listeth, and thou near-

est the sound thereof, but canst not tell

whence it cometh, and whither it goeth."

Titus, confounding Christianity with

Judaism, destroyed Jerusalem in the

vain hope that he would bury this

strange new power beneath the ruins

of the temple. The temple fell, but

Christianity remained, its fires unex-

tinguished and its spirit unsubdued.

The imperial edicts of the empire were

aimed for centuries at its very heart,

but Christianity lived on and continued
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to spread through and even beyond the

limits of the empire, sustained and sup-

ported by an unseen hand, an invisible

force which refused to retreat or surren-

der. Rome had encountered a new and

unaccustomed foe ; a silent, unseen

power that baffled the skill of her gen-

erals and the prowess of her armies ; a

power that, so far from beseeching the

mistress of the world for the privilege to

exist and control the destinies of men,

lived and moved and shaped the cur-

rent of events and the history of the

world in spite of all the swords that Avere

unsheathed to slay it, and all the powers

that were marshaled to overcome it.

A humble peasant reared amid the

sequestered hills of Xazareth, in an ob-

scurity so dense and a seclusion so deep

that no one knew of him save his daily

associates of the same lowly rank and
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fortune, established a kingdom in the

world that has outlived the fall of dy-

nasties and the decay of empires. To

borrow a figure: " Jesus rose like the

sun in noiseless stillness." His only

herald was the rugged Baptist, with his

raiment of camel's-hair, as he lifted the

trumpet of repentance on the banks oi

the Jordan. And when, for his fearless

reproof of sin and his bold proclamation

of the truth, John was thrown into

prison, and from its depressing gloom

sent his disciples to Jesus to know if he

was really the Messiah or whether the

Messiah was still to come, the following is

the answer he received : "Go and show

John again those things which ye do hear

and see: the blind receive their sight,

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,

and the deaf hear, the dead are raised

up, and the poor have the gospel preached
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to them." The lame, the blind, the deaf,

the leper, the dead, the poor, the lowly

!

Ever before did one proposing to found

a kingdom put such an army into the

field to achieve a conquest and establish

his dominion? With what contempt

would Alexander have reviewed such an

army, and how would Caesar or Napo-

leon have laughed to scorn such a mus-

ter-roll as that! With what a sneer of

incredulity would Rome have received

an announcement that the leader of that

band of ungainly and ragged invalids

was destined to establish a kingdom

that would spread to lands where even

the name of Rome had never been

heard! But where is Alexander now?

Where is Ciesar now? Where is Na-

poleon now? Lifeless skeletons, stand-

ing on their cold and crumbling pedes-

tals in the silent halls of history!
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They left a name at which the world grew pale,

To point a moral or adorn a tale.

Where is Rome now? The very

eagles have faded from her ensigns, and

her name stands inscribed on the broken

column that records the downfall of

empires ! And where is the humble

Captain that led his little band of lowly

followers over the hills of Judea and by

the Sea of Galilee—a sad, homeless wan-

derer on earth—where the foxes had

holes and the birds of the air had nests,

but where he had no place he could call

his own on which to lay his head? He
lives in millions of human hearts with

the undecaying vigor of an immortal

life, and the sun sets not on all the

lands that contain his worshipers! He
came to establish a kingdom, but the

seat of empire was the human heart.

It was not of this world, and to this
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world belongs none of the glory of the

achievement. Her rulers and potent-

ates threw him not even a word of en-

couragement in his struggles, her armies

furnished him not a soldier, her treas-

uries not a dollar, her arsenals not a

weapon, and her priests not a prayer!

He bore the burden of her scorn while

he lived, and she contributed a cross

and a crown of thorns to decorate the

ignominious death to which she con-

signed him. Born in an obscurity so

dense, and moving on a plane so humble

and unambitious that the literature of

his day did not deem his birth or his

life worthy of the most casual mention,

li is name stands to-day the foremost in

all history for the results achieved as

well as the manner of their achieve-

ment. Far in advance of all other men

who have ever lived in the mighty in-
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fluences that he put in motion to sway

the world and shape the destinies of

men, he threw aside as unworthy to be

utilized all the appliances and methods

by which others had gained an ascend-

ency over their fellows and won the

chaplet of renown. Everywhere and

upon all occasions he utterly refused to

countenance, either by word or action,

any idea or suggestion of political power

for himself. He flattered no man's

vanity or ambition or cupidity to in-

duce him to enlist under his banner.

At no time, under no circumstances did

he ever hold out to any man, high or

low, Jew or Gentile, any promise or

prospect or hope of earthly preferment

or distinction to induce him to become

his disciple. On the contrary, when

men came to him voluntarily and pro-

posed to follow him, it seemed as if he
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would discourage them from doing so.

He gave them to understand clearly

and unmistakably that he had no lands

or houses or money or lucrative posi-

tions to bestow, and if their object in

seeking to ally their fortunes with him

was to better their worldly condition,

he had no hope or promise or prospect

to hold out in that direction. When
a question as to who should be greatest

in his kingdom arose among his dis-

ciples, who as yet had a very imperfect

conception of his real mission on earth,

he took a little child, and, placing it in

their midst, said to them that unless

they became as that little child, into

whose innocent life no dream of ambi-

tion or scheme of self-seeking had ever

come, they could not enter his king-

dom. A\ as he trying to so discourage

his followers as to make them desert
4
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him ? Such lessons must have sounded

strangely in their ears. Yet the only

reward he offered his followers was rest

for their souls here and eternal life here-

after, to be obtained through conse-

cration and self-denial on their part.

" Come unto me, all ye that labor and

are heavy laden, and I will give you

rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn

ofme : for I am meek and lowly in heart

:

and ye shall find rest unto your souls."

O where shall rest be found

—

Rest for the weary soul ?

This anxious question had struggled

out of the heart of humanity from the

infancy of time. The aspiration for

something higher, better, holier than

himself had stirred the heart of man

in all ages. Here was one who prom-

ised to give the long-coveted boon, the

long-sought rest. To have extended
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such an invitation and made such a

promise without conscious ability to

j)erform it would have been a mockery

and a solemn trifling with the wants

and woes of man, of which even his en-

emies must admit Jesus was incapable.

And besides it put his religion to a test,

which it must be able to stand or be

doomed to speedy contempt and igno-

minious failure. To illustrate: There

is a famine in the land, and thousands

are perishing for food. Just across the

border of the famine-stricken region

there lies a country whose ruler says to

the sufferers :
" Come to me. I have an

abundance of food to supply your wants

and relieve your hunger. Come over,

and you shall have all the supplies you

need." The wagon-trains are put in

motion to transport to the famishing

thousands the meat and corn necessary
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to sustain life. On arriving at their

destination, instead of having their

wagons filled with the desired articles

of food, they find no corn or meat, and

are compelled to return to their starv-

ing families empty. No other train

would ever go into that ruler's domin-

ions for corn, and he who had promised

them relief in their sore need, and raised

expectations to be so cruelly disap-

pointed, would be denounced as a fraud

and cursed as one who had laughed at

their distress and mocked them in their

misery.

A city is infected with yellow fever,

and hundreds are dying daily, A phy-

sician appears on the scene who an-

nounces that he has a specific which

will cure the sick and stay the steps of

the pestilence. The stricken people

flock to him for relief, and find none.
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The work of death goes on as before.

Of course he is denounced as a charla-

tan, and the deceived and disappointed

people give no further heed to his vain

and empty babblings.

To such tests as these did Christ put

his religion. If those who had gone to

him, trusting to his promise to give them

rest for their souls, had been turned

empty away, and had found that he who

claimed to be a physician of souls pos-

sessed no remedy, long since they would

have ceased to go to him, and he and

his religion would have been relegated

to the shades of forgotten impostors and

exploded frauds. Col. Robert G. Inger-

soll, a few years since, in a controversy

with Judge Black, in speaking of the

Christian religion used this language:

" The dogmas of the past no longer reach

the level of the highest thought nor sat-
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isfy the hunger of the heart." This is

not the first superficial remark that has

escaped Col. Ingersoll in reference to

the religion of Christ. If it was com-

posed of dogmas, he would be right. The
" hunger of the heart " can not be sat-

isfied with such food. But that which

distinguishes the teachings of Jesus of

Nazareth from that of the priests and

philosophers of Greece and Rome is its

absolute freedom from dogma. His is
v

a living, direct message to the hungry

heart, which he himself proposes to feed

and satisfy. He does not propose to

turn it out to starve on the husks of

dogmas and doctrines. Millions have

tested his promise and declared it true.

All along the march of the ages hungry

hearts have received from his hand the

bread of life and been satisfied. His

religion still reigns a living power
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in the human soul. It carries within

itself, without any appeal for aid to

dogmas and authority, the ability to

demonstrate its truth to the conscious

satisfaction of every heart that will

open its doors to receive it. "Behold,

/ stand at the door and knock : if any

man hear my voice, and open the door,

I will come in to him, and will sup with

him, and he with me." This is the

manner in which the hunger of the heart

is to be appeased. No priest, with creed

or dogma, is authorized to get between

the hungry heart and the divine Mes-

senger that comes to bring relief. Christ,

so far from dealing in antiquated plati-

tudes and moldy dogmas, promises to

his followers, to each individual man

who will accept the offered terms a new

life in the soul which comes down from

heaven—a life which the world can not
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give and can not take away. He has

opened up a way from every human
heart to the bosom of God, on which the

king and beggar have equal rights. On
this great highway all have a right to

travel free and unmolested. ~No human

power has the right or the ability to

close it or to prevent those who desire

to do so from passing over it. It is the

King's highway, and his supreme au-

thority has declared it free to all. The

body may be bound in chains, incarcer-

ated in a dungeon, pinched with hunger,

or burned at the stake ; but all the power

of all the tyrants that this world has ever

seen, concentrated in one effort, can not

keep the heavenly Comforter from visit-

in £ the humblest heart that beats in a

human bosom. To each son of Adam

the privilege is given which none can

take away, to
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Kneel down remote upon the simple sod,

And sue in forma pauperis to God.

That such a man as Jesus Christ lived

and died no respectable authority denies.

As we have seen, Tacitus says that he

lived in the reign of Tiberius, gave to

Christianity its name, and was slain

under the orders of Pontius Pilate.

Thus secular history contributes its au-

thority to his personality, his life and

death. There was a time when, in its

effort to meet the stubborn facts of the

case, infidel writers denied that Jesus

was dead when he was taken from the

cross—that he was only seemingly, not

really, dead; that he swooned under the

agony of his great suffering on the

cross, and was to all appearances dead,

but that he afterward revived, and that

in fact he never tasted death. That his

enemies intended to kill him is not
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denied; that they supposed they had

killed him is not disputed; but they

were mistaken in their supposition, and

thus failed in their purpose. Of course

there is not a single fact upon which to

base this improbable theory. It was

]3itt forth by Paul us, and other respect-

able authorities in the ranks of unbelief

gave in their adhesion to it, but Strauss

and Renan and other able infidel writers

now discard it as utterly untenable.

So it may be safely assumed that Jesus

of Nazareth lived and died. But on the

rock of Joseph's new tomb, where

his body was laid after it was taken

down from the cross, what inscrip-

tion has infidelity chiseled? The story

of the resurrection, says the unbe-

liever, is not, can not be true. He lies

there in his grave nothing but a man,

and a dead man at that, like the mill-
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ions of the human race who have pre-

ceded and followed him to the tomb.

There was no priest in the temple, no

rabbi in all Jerusalem who did not

believe, as his body was lowered from

the cross and laid in the grave, that that

was the end of him and the last of him.

So thought even those who had been his

followers and disciples. So thought

Pilate, if, indeed, he gave the subject a

thought, after he consented to his death.

Looked at from a human stand-point,

who could have thought any thing

else ? Why was it not the last of him ?

He was as dead as he lay in Joseph's

tomb as any corpse that was ever laid

out for its long repose. As his muti-

lated body lay in the cold embrace of

death there was not a square inch ofparch-

ment in the tvorld that contained a line he

had ever written! lie formulated no
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creed, he left no Koran behind him.

He came into the world to establish a

kingdom which he called the kingdom

of heaven. He disclaimed as unworthy,

and discarded as unsuited to his pur-

pose, all the means and methods and

appliances by which other men had

established kingdoms and founded em-

pires. No sword was drawn in his

behalf save the one the impetuous Peter

drew in the garden, and which he was

commanded by the Master to sheathe

and never again take from its scabbard.

He shed no blood save his own. While

he lay in his grave where was his king-

dom? In whose custody had he left its

destiny ? Who was to take up the work

that had fallen from his pierced and

bleeding hands as he hung upon the

cross ? Was it the blind man to whom
he had given sight? Was it the para-
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lytic through whose shriveled veins

the ruby currents of life had poured at

his command? Was it the miserable

leper he had cleansed ? Was it Peter

and his fellow-fishermen? Was it the

poor and humble among whom he had

moved and with whom he had associ-

ated all his life ? Are these the build-

ers of kingdoms and the founders of

empires ? Yet the kingdom was estab-

lished. It rises to-day, after the lapse

of nearly nineteen hundred years, in

grand and magnificent proportions

—

the wonder of the world and the hope

and refuge of millions. " There was no

resurrection," say his enemies. But

there was a resurrection, even his ene-

mies being judges. His cause ivas raised

up again. Xo one denies or can deny

that resurrection. By what power did

it rise? When he died, as has been
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seen, he left behind him no written line

or precept save what he had inscribed

on the humble hearts that listened to

his teachings and turned to him for help

and sympathy during the three or four

years he went about through Galilee

and around Jerusalem, in popular esti-

mation a poor wayfarer who had wan-

dered down from the secluded hills of

Nazareth. As he lay in the tomb, where

or with whom was deposited the mighty

power that has shaken the world ? The

only cultivated or educated men that

heard what he had to say while he lived

were the scribes and Pharisees, who list-

ened only to refute and criticise, and

who watched him that they might dis-

cover something whereof to accuse him.

He bought no man with money, for he

had none. Neither he nor his had any

ownership or interest in the manger
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where he was born, nor any title to the

grave in which he was buried. A pen-

niless, houseless, homeless stranger;

despised or unnoticed by the great,

hated by the priesthood and doctors of

the law, and in sympathy with the poor

and humble like himself— whence

came this strange man ? and whither did

he go ? He came from the manger at

Bethlehem, and went to Joseph's new

tomb. There wTas no virtue in the rock

of which his tomb was made that sent

into the world the inspiration that has

revolutionized its history. There was

no virtue in the wood out of which his

cross was fashioned that escaped into

the air and turned the world upside

down. Yet on the assumption that

only a man lay in that tomb and died

on the cross, it would be as reasonable

to ascribe the mighty results which
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have followed his life and death to the

stone that composed his tomb or the

wood out of which his cross was made

as to any other cause which has been

or can be suggested on such an hypoth-

esis. His entrance upon the scene of

human action introduced into the world

a power that has produced effects far

transcending the efforts of all other men.

As Jean Paul Richter has said :
" He

lifted with his pierced hands empires

off their hinges, and turned the stream

of centuries out of its channel, and still

governs the ages."

Said the great Napoleon: "I know

men ; and I tell you that Jesus is not a

man. Every thing in him amazes me.

His spirit outreaches mine, and his will

confounds me. Comparison is impossi-

ble between him and any other being

in the world. He is truly a being by
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himself. His ideas and his sentiments,

the truth that he announces, his man-

ner of convincing—are all beyond hu-

manity and the natural order of things.

His birth and the story of his life; the

profoundness of his doctrine, which

overturns all difficulties and is their

complete solution; his gospel; the sin-

gularity of his mysterious being; his

appearance
;

his empire ; his progress

through all centuries and kingdoms

—

all this is to me a prodigy, an unfath-

omable mystery. I see nothing here

of man. Near as I may approach,

closely as I may examine, all remains

above my comprehension—great with a

greatness that crushes me. It is in

vain that I reflect—all remains unac-

countable. I defy you to cite another

life like that of Christ." On another

occasion, when conversing with those
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around him on the island of St. Helena,

and comparing himself with the heroes

that had gone before him, he turned to

one of his friends and said: "Can you

tell me who Jesus Christ was ? " The

person thus addressed owned his inabil-

ity to answer the question. "Well then,"

said the great hero, " I will tell you."

After instituting a comparison between

Christ and those whom the world has

placed on its roll of great men, he pro-

ceeded :
" I think I understand some-

what of human nature, and I tell you all

these were men, and I am a man, but not

one is like him. Christ was more than

man. Alexander, Csesar, Charlemagne,

and myself founded great empires

;

but upon what did the creations of our

genius depend? Upon force. Jesus alone

founded his empire upon love, and to this

very day millions would die for him."
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Napoleon can not be classed as a fol-

lower or partisan of Christ. Recorded

history bears upon its pages no two

names of persons more diametrically

opposite in all their aims, aspirations,

and purposes than the great Napoleon

and the lowly JNazarene.

Says Lecky in his " History of Euro-

}:>ean Morals:" "It was reserved for

Christianity to present to the world an

ideal character which through all the

changes of eighteen centuries has in-

spired the hearts of men with an im-

passioned love; has shown itself capa-

ble of acting on all ages, nations, tem-

peraments, and conditions; has been

not only the highest pattern of virtue,

but the strongest incentive to its prac-

tice; and has exercised so deep an in-

fluence that it may be truly said that

the simple record of three short years
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of active life has done more to regener-

ate and to soften mankind than all the

disquisitions of philosophers, and all the

exhortations of moralists." Mr. Lecky

can not be said to be a swift or partial

witness for either Jesus or his religion.

In speaking of Jesus of Nazareth

Renan says : "It will never be possible

to surpass him in the matter of religion,

whatever progress may be made in other

branches of intellectual culture." And
again says this eminent unbeliever:

"Jesus shall become the corner-stone

of humanity so entirely that to tear his

name from this world would be to rend

it to its foundations."

Christianity never had a more invet-

erate enemy than Strauss, yet candor

compels him to say of Jesus :
" He re-

mains the highest model of religion

within the reach of our thought, and no
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perfect piety is possible without his

presence in the heart." This testimony

of unbelievers might be continued, but

let these extracts suffice for the present.

We pick up the life of Julius Caesar,

and his biographer opens by saying:

"Julius Caesar was born B.C. 100." We
open the life of the great Napoleon,

and read: "Napoleon Bonaparte was

born A.D. 1769." What power reached

back one hundred years, when the great-

est of the Ca?sars was born, and forward

nearly eighteen hundred years, when

the great Napoleon first saw the light,

and linked their natal days in historic

annals to the morning when the peasant

son of the poor carpenter, Joseph, was

born in a manger? What had the

great Caesar or the great Napoleon to do

with the Babe of Bethlehem, br the dead

man that was buried in the new tomb
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of Joseph of Arimathea? The coun-

trymen of Caesar knew nothing of him,

cared nothing for him, and had nothing

to do with him, save at the request of

the Jews to kill him and put him out of

the way. Why was he not forgotten

with multitudes of other dead and for-

gotten impostors and fanatics hundreds

of years before Napoleon opened his in-

fant eyes upon his island home? What

arm bore this name to an historic emi-

nence that compelled the name of Julius

Caesar to look forward one hundred

years and the name of Napoleon Bona-

parte to look back eighteen hundred

years, and do obeisance to the name of

Jesus of Nazareth ? Why is this name

"above every other name?" St. Paul

says: "God also hath highly exalted

him, and given him a name which is

above every name : that at the name of
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Jesus every knee should bow." "God
did it," says Paul. "But, this is not true,"

says the unbeliever. Well then, what is

true? How did the wandering mendi-

cant that lay dead in Joseph's tomb

place his name where it stands to-day,

high above all other names on the

world's roster of immortality? As has

been seen, he came into the world and

went out of it without creating a suffi-

cient ripple upon the surface of its af-

fairs to attract the notice of its rulers,

or even the tribute of a short biograph-

ical sketch from the pens of its histo-

rians or men of letters. But he brought

with him and left behind him the seeds

of a revolution whose vast influence

upon human destiny and human history

far transcends the achievements of all

other men. From what repository of

power did he obtain the seeds of that
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revolution? and in what soil were they

planted ? How were the mighty results

which are now seen and read of all

men, from the rivers to the ends of the

earth, produced? Who did it? what

did it? It has been done. Nobody dis-

putes or can deny that mighty fact.

There it stands in its majestic propor-

tions, and demands a solution. There

is no trouble in explaining how Alexan-

der and Hannibal and Napoleon founded

their empires. The sword, the mighty

armies they led to victory and conquest,

tell the story of their achievements. But

here is a man that drew no sword, that

commanded no armies ; who, emerging

from his peasant hut amid the secluded

hills, teaches only three years among the

poor and humble, is executed as a crimi-

nal, leaves not the scratch of a pen as to

anything he taught even in that short
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time and in that humble way ; and lo

!

he turns out to be the founder of a king-

dom which has followed to the grave

multitudes of other kingdoms, and which

still lives and expands with unabated

strength and increasing power nineteen

hundred years after he was buried.

Did he come into the world to play

the part of an impostor, to live a con-

scious fraud and die on the cross with

a falsehood on his lips? All humanity

that has in it an atom of justice or fair-

ness shudders at the horrible surges-

tion. So unselfish was his life, so free

from all taint or touch of human ambi-

tion, so pure in its faultless and stainless

moralitv, so grand and ennobling the

principles practiced and inculcated, that

even the ablest and most polished pens

that have been employed to deny the

truth of the material miracles ascribed
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to him have not only refused to advance

or defend any theory that impugned

his honor and integrity, but, as has been

seen, have on the contrary borne will-

ing testimony to his pure and exalted

character. He claimed to be the Son of

God and the Son of man. Go through

his whole life from Bethlehem to Cal-

vary with a lighted candle, and point

out where or when he ever uttered a

word or performed an act beneath the

demands or the dignity of the sublime

dual character which he claimed the

rioht to wear. Search all the annals of

recorded time, and upon the theater of

human action call the name of another

who could have come and gone and

played two such parts in perfect har-

mony with the high requirements of

such exalted roles.

Discard as utterly false or delusive
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the claims set forth in the sacred record

in his behalf. Set down to the account

of imposture or delusion in him and his

followers every assumption of super-

natural power on his part or theirs.

Deny that there is any God, or if there

be, cut off all connection between Christ

and God, or assume that there never

was any such connection. Strip him of

all miraculous gifts and supernatural

power and let him stand before the world

as simply a man and nothing more. Be-

hold the man ! Behold his life ! Behold

his death! Behold the mighty influ-

ence he has exerted upon the world

!

Measure him alone by human standards,

concede to him only human instrumen-

talities, and from this stand-point ac-

count for the admitted results. Has it

ever been done ? Can it be done? Must

not all fair and just men, after making
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the effort to solve the problem, exclaim

as Napoleon did: "All this is to me
a prodigy, an unfathomable mystery.

. . . It is in vain that I reflect—all

remains unaccountable. I defy you to

cite another life like that of Christ."

The heaviest guns of the. champions

of unbelief have been trained on the

material miracles ascribed to him in

the Gospels. Theory after theory has

been advanced and abandoned as insuf-

ficient. First came the rationalistic hy-

pothesis, which granted that the inci-

dents recorded in the Gospels were true,

but claimed that they could be explained

and accounted for on natural grounds.

As a sample of the method of disposing

of a miracle on this theory, Paulus,

its most distinguished exponent, gives

this explanation of the wine at the mar-

riage-feast in Galilee. He says the
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family was a very poor one in which

the marriage took place, and that Jesus

and his friends, knowing they were too

poor to furnish the wine for the occasion,

provided it and had it sent there with-

out the knowledge of the family, not

wishing to wound their feelings, and at

some time during the feast produced it

in the manner mentioned in the gos-

pel account. Of course any fact can be

turned in any desired direction, if arbi-

trary interpolations are allowed. Such

a system of exposition and criticism as

this was doomed to failure.

Then came Strauss with his mythical

theory, which claimed that the alleged

facts of the gospel possessed no histor-

ical value whatever; but were simply

traditions, fables, myths, caught up or

invented to teach or inculcate certain

ideas or doctrines which those who used
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or invented them wished to promulgate.

The author of the theory attached no

historic value to the gospel narratives.

The book containing this theory was

received all along the line of unbelief

with a shout of welcome, and was re-

garded by the thousands who embraced

it as the finishing stroke to the New
Testament Scriptures, as a reliable rec-

ord of what they proposed to chronicle.

But in less than a generation this theory

was generally abandoned, and even its

author no longer stood by it as tenable,

and the myth theory, which had dug the

grave of the rationalistic theory, went to

keep company with it in the tomb.

The brilliant and accomplished

Frenchman, Renan, had become a con-

vert to the theory of Strauss as set

forth in the first "Life of Jesus" by

the latter. Renan himself concluded
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to write the life of Jesus, but before

doing so resolved to visit the Holy

Land, where the scenes recorded in the

Gospels are laid. He says he found in

the soil and topography and appear-

ance of Palestine such an exact and de-

tailed correspondence with the scenes

recorded in the Gospels that the face of

the country amounted in effect to a

fifth Gospel. As he traveled over Pal-

estine and examined the country he be-

came convinced that in the Gospels of

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John he had

to meet history, not myths. Kenan,

by his " Life of Jesus," seems to have

converted Strauss from his myth theory,

or at least to have so shaken his faith

in his favorite and once popular hypoth-

esis that in his new and second "Life

of Jesus" Strauss greatly modifies the

position taken by him in his first "Life
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of Jesus." The myth theory of Strauss

became unable to stand before undenied

and undeniable facts. In what has been

denominated the legendary theory, put

forth by Renan, the effort is made to

discredit the material miracles as con-

taining any thing supernatural in them,

and at the same time to preserve the

upright intentions and moral character

of Jesus. Says Renan :
" It is impossi-

ble among the miraculous stories, the

wearisome enumeration of which the

Gospels contain, to distinguish the mira-

cles which have been attributed to Jesus

by popular opinion from those in which

he consented to take an active part." He
adds : "In most cases the people them-

selves, from the undeniable need which

they feel of seeing in great men and

great events something divine, create the

marvelous legends afterward" And he
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jDroceeds :
" Who knows whether the

celebrity of Christ as an exorcist did

not spread about without his knowing-

it? Persons who reside in the East

are sometimes surprised to find them-

selves, after a little time, possessed of

great renown as physicians, sorcerers,

or discoverers of treasure without being

able to discover any satisfactory account

of the facts which have given rise to

these strange imaginings."

No such theory as this can be main-

tained. There are too many instances

recorded in those portions of the Gospels

which Renan does not deny to be au-

thentic, where Jesus himself 'professed to

work miracles, to accept any such solu-

tion of the difficulty as is given above.

Looking over the whole ground covered

by llif Gospels, and noting the instances

in which Jesus, with his own lips and
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by his own actions claimed the power

to raise the dead, feed the multitude

and other miracles, the conclusion is

unavoidable that he either possessed

the supernatural power which he again

and again claimed to possess, or he was,

in the language of Strauss, "an auda-

cious cheat and impostor.'
7

Opposite

the name of Jesus of Nazareth Renan

will not write those painful words. Yet

his theory leads to that inevitable con-

clusion, and must in its turn join the

funeral procession of other dead and

abandoned theories that have been

formulated and put forth to crush the

supernatural power claimed for Jesus

in the sacred record. But, the question

of material miracles aside, how are the

mighty influences which Christ has

exerted upon the moral and spiritual

nature of man and the civilization of the
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world to be accounted for? That he

brought into and left in the world a

power that revolutionizes and trans-

forms the whole nature of man, candor

must and does admit. Under the in-

fluence of this power the proud become

humble, the persecutor becomes toler-

ant; he who hated becomes charitable,

the timid become brave, the lowly and

the unknown become great and power-

ful, and under the mighty influence

which his religion infuses into the hu-

man heart men of the humblest origin

have shaken kings on their thrones and

produced deeper and wider effects upon

men and nations than the profound-

est statecraft or the greatest military

prowess. In the language of Lecky,

already quoted, in speaking of the

achievements ofJesus : "Its simple record

of three short years of activt life has done
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more to regenerate and to soften mankind

than all the disquisitions of thephilosophers,

and all the exhortations of moralists."

This is a wonderful statement, coming

as it does from one who can not be called

a partial or prejudiced friend. But every

word of it is strictly and literally true.

As before suggested, the great battles

of unbelief have been fought against

the supernatural power implied in the

material miracles of the Gospels, Into

that struggle, already glanced at, it is

not proposed here and now to enter.

The question is not whether Jesus ex-

ercised such an influence on water as to

change it into wine, but has he produced

upon the sinful human heart and the

faculties of the human soul a transfor-

mation as great as or greater than the

change of the water when it became

wine ?
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In the case of the palsied man a spirit-

ual and a material miracle were brought

face to face. Jesus first said to the man

with the palsy :
" Son, be of good cheer

:

thy sins are forgiven." There could

not have been a higher claim to super-

natural power than is contained in this

address; so much so, indeed, that it

seemed to the scribes blasphemy. His

reply to this is worthy of our most

serious consideration :
" Whether is

easier, to say to the sick of the palsy,

Thy sins are forgiven ; or to say, Arise,

and take up thy bed, and walk? But

that ye may know that the Son of man

hath power on earth to forgive sins (he

saith to the sick of the palsy), I say unto

thee, Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto

thy house." As though he had said:
kl You deny my power to work a spirit-

ual miracle, to so operate upon the
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human heart as to cleanse it from impu-

rity and infuse into it a new life. I

wish to know of you which you think

the greater exercise of supernatural

power, to renew and purify the heart

or to cure the body of disease. Both de-

mand the employment of supernatural

power; both are miracles. One you

can not perceive by the senses, the other

you can. Therefore, to show you that

I can perform the miracle of cleansing

the heart and imparting new life to the

soul, I say to this palsied man, Arise

and walk." He performs the material

miracle to put beyond cavil or dispute

his power to work the spiritual miracle.

The question may be well repeated

:

Which is the greater miracle, to cleanse

the sinful heart and make a new man

out of its possessor, or to cause the dead

and withered limbs of the body to live
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again ? " But," says science, " we deny

that it is possible to reanimate the dead

limbs of the withered body ;
this would

be a material miracle, contrary to the

laws of nature and scientific truth, and

must therefore be false." But what of

this spiritual miracle? what of the re-

animation and purification of the soul

dead in trespasses and in sins? Is it

not as much contrary to the laws of

human nature for the soul dead to all

good impulses to be made alive to the

holiest and most ennobling influences

and aspirations as it is for the body

dead from disease to again take on the

life and energy of perfect health ? But

tin* reply is made: When you talk of

spiritual miracles, when you speak of

causing the man morally and spiritually

blind to sec with a clear eye the good

and right way, and of inclining and em-
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powering him to walk therein, you

enter a realm with which science has

nothing to do. But it is a realm with

which man, with his longing after im-

mortality, with his restless soul and

hungry heart, beset with the ills of life

that all flesh is heir to, has much to do.

Can you, scientist, whatever the

strength of your intellect and the range

of your attainments, stand over the

gravre of a wife or child and refuse to

weep because science has nothing to do

with tears ? Can you experience with-

out a pang of regret the desertion or

treachery of a friend upon whom you

have conferred benefits because science

takes no cognizance of ingratitude?

Can you behold your earthly posses-

sions swept away and step from afflu-

ence to poverty without a sigh because

science makes no note of adversity?
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Has science placed you so high in the

scale of being that the hand of bereave-

ment and the shafts of misfortune can

not reach you? Can you, endowed as

you are with the instincts of humanity,

and subject to the failings and frailties

and sufferings which attach and come

to all in a greater or less degree, afford

to draw closely around you the mantle

of intellectual pride and promenade the

mountain-ranges of human thought, say-

ing: "I have nothing to do with the

struggles and sufferings and hopes and

aspirations of the human family in the

valley below the heights on which I

stand. Science ignores all the misfort-

unes of life, ignores a future state and all

these things; I, as a scientist, likewise

ignore them ? " You may affect to ignore

all these tli inns, but will all these things

ignore you? What will become of the
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scientist when God comes to deal with

the man, when he is called upon to

answer for his persistent refusal to give

Christianity a fair trial on the terms it

proj)oses? Surely the testimony of

those who have given the religion of

Christ this trial—the sublime character

and wonderful life and achievements of

its Author, the patent effects which it

has produced upon the lives of men

and the current of human history—en-

titles it to the gravest and most serious

consideration at the hands of all men

of reflection. Every material miracle

recorded in the Gospels might be dis-

solved in the alembic of scientific re-

search, and the marvelous life and char-

acter and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth

and their effect upon the world would

still stand the unshaken and unsolved

miracle of human historv.
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John Randolph, of Roanoke, said

:

" The only men I ever knew well, ever

approached closely, whom I did not dis-

cover to be unhappy are sincere believ-

ers of the gospel, and conform their

lives, as far as the nature of man can

permit, to its precepts. There are only

three of them. And yet ambition and

avarice and pleasure, as it is called,

have their temples crowded with vota-

ries, whose own experience has proved

to them the insufficiency and emptiness

of their pursuits, and who obstinately

turn away from the only waters that can

slake their dying thirst and heal their

diseases." If there ever was a man

whose life, associations, reading, and

temperament would disincline him at

every point to the Christian religion,

Mr. Randolph was that man. But at

last he was led to listen to its voice and
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accept its terms and experience its won-

derful transforming power upon his

heart. Hear him after tasting its waters

and experiencing its effects. In writing

to an intimate friend in reference to the

great change that the religion of Christ

had produced in him he uses this, for

him strange, language :
" Congratulate

me, dear Frank; wish me joy you need

not
;
give it you can not. I am at last

reconciled to my God, and have assur-

ance of his pardon through faith in

Christ, against which the very gates of

hell can not prevail. Fear hath been

driven out by perfect love. I noiv know

that you know how I feel ; and within a

month, for the first time, I understand

your feelings and character, and that of

every real Christian." To another

valued and intimate friend, who it

seems had attributed this wonderful
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change in Mr. Randolph to a delusive

imagination, he thus writes : "I can

not, however, express sorrow, for I do

not feel it, at the impression which you

tell me my last letter made upon you.

May it lead to the same happy conse-

quences that I have experienced,

which I now feel, in that sunshine of

the heart which the peace of God that

passeth all understanding alone can be-

stow, Your imputing such sentiments

to a heated imagination does not sur-

prise me, who have been bred in the

school of Hobbes and Boyle, and Shaftes-

bury and Bolingbroke, and Humo and

Voltaire and Gibbon, who have cul-

tivated the skeptical philosophy from

my vainglorious boyhood— I might al-

most say childhood— and who have

felt all that unutterable disgust which

hypocrisy and cant and fanaticism never
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fail to excite in men of education and

refinement, superadded to our natural

repugnance to Christianity. I am not

even now insensible to this impression,

but as the excesses of her friends (real

or pretended) can never alienate the

votary of liberty from a free form of

government and enlist him under the

banners of despotism, so neither can

the cant of fanaticism or hypocrisy or

of both . . . disgust the pious with

true religion,"

These are strange utterances from a

man of John Randolph's antecedents.

No one will charge him with being a

weak and willing witness to the truth

of Christianity, or doubt the entire sin-

cerity of the man when he gives his

testimony as to what Christianity had

clone for him and in him, after he gained

his own consent to accept the heavenly
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visitant upon her own terms and to put

her claims to the proffered test. And

yet his is but cumulative of the testi-

mony of millions from Pentecost to the

present time, all speaking the same lan-

guage, testifying to the same facts, and

harmoniously proclaiming the same re-

sults. This universal agreement of all

Christians of all nations, in all ages, to

the fact that Christianity does give rest

to the soul ; does satisfy the " hunger

of the heart," diffusing through it that

peace that passeth all understanding, is

a mighty and wonderful fact established

by a character and concurrence of evi-

dence which no fair man ought to allow

himself to doubt, and no accountable hu-

man being, whatever his intellect or at-

tainments, to disregard without a serious

and honest examination. This similar-

ity of experience and testimony did not
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escape the acute and powerful mind of

Randolph, and he thus refers to it :
" It

ought never to be forgotten that real

converts to Christianity on opposite

sides of the globe agree at the same

moment to the same facts. Thus Dr.

Hoge and Mr. Key, although strangers,

understand perfectly what each other

feels and believes." He thus illustrates

the force of this wonderful fact: "If I

were to show a MS. in some unknown

tongue to half a dozen persons, all

strangers to each other and natives of

different countries, and they should all

give me the same translation, could I

doubt their acquaintance with the

strange language ? " Pursuing the same

line of thought in describing to his

friend the great change that had been

wrought in him, he proceeds: "I now

read with relish and understand St.
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Paul's Epistles, which not long since I

could not comprehend, even with the

help of Mr. Locke's paraphrase. Tak-

ing up a few days ago at an ordinary,

the ' Life of John Bun van,' which 1

had never read before, I find an exact

coincidence in our feelings and opinions

on this head as well as others." Speak-

ing of the Psalms of David, Mr. Ran-

dolph says: "Once, of all the books of

Holy Writ, they were my especial aver-

sion ; but, thanks be to God ! they have

long constituted a favorite portion of

that treasure of wisdom."

Here are two extraordinary state-

in on ts from a witness whose intelligence

and sincerity will not be questioned.

He now reads with relish and compre-

hends the Epistles of Paul, which but a

short while before he could not compre-

hend with all the expository help he
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could bring to his assistance. The

Psalms of David, once his especial aver-

sion, had now become a favorite portion

of the Scriptures. How are these state-

ments to be explained ? Why does he

now fully understand what was before

incomprehensible, and now delight in

what he formerly so much disliked?

What poured new light upon the Epis-

tles of Paul and added unwonted charms

to the Psalms of David ? All along the

line of Christian history millions have

given testimony precisely similar to

this of Mr. Randolph. Why is such

coincident and concurrent and multitu-

dinous evidence thrown aside without a

thought or an effort to explain or ac-

count for the phenomenon? What is

the true explanation of the radical

change in the moral and spiritual and

mental characteristics of those who in
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truth and sincerity accept and embrace

the offers of salvation through Christ?

Have they not received just what he

promised to give all his true and humble

followers? "Therefore if any man be

in Christ, he is a new creature : old

things are passed away; behold, all

things are become new." " But the

natural man receiveth not the things of

the Spirit of God; for they are foolish-

ness unto him; neither can he know

them, because they are spiritually dis-

cerned."

Do not these passages, from the pen

of inspiration, explain the new, strange

light that illuminated the Epistles of

Paul and made the formerly distasteful

Psalms of David so dear to the converted

and regenerated man? Has any other

solution been given, can any other solu-

tion be given of the strange and won-

341360
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derful facts which have marked the ex-

perience and history in all ages of those

who have accepted the terms and re-

ceived the spirit of religion which has

been given to the world through Jesus

Christ?

If the leaders of unbelief are deter-

mined to ignore such facts and to per-

sist in refusing to give Christianity a

fair and impartial trial upon its own

terms and its own merits, why have

they sought, why do they seek by

learned treatises and ingeniously-con-

structed theories, to undermine and

destroy a religion which is "the last

restraint of the powerful and the last

hope of the wretched?" If they will

not come unto God that they may have

life, for whose benefit and to accomplish

what public or private good do they

seek to prevent others from doing so ?



Jesus of Nazareth. 101

Cui bono? could be stamped on all the

infidel books that have ever been writ-

ten, and their authors would stand silent

in the presence of the momentous ques-

tion. Who can tell how many infidel

authors have written to answer ques-

tions by their own hearts propounded

relative to the great hereafter, and find-

ing no answer save in the word of God,

which condemns sins they are unwilling

to abandon and requires a humility

against which their intellectual pride

rebels, determine to discredit the whole

revelation ?

But let us return to the tomb in which

the dead body of the humble carpenter's

son was laid, and from that as a start-

ing-point endeavor to trace—however

imperfectly it maybe done—the rise and

progress of his religion as illustrated

and developed in the lives and labors of
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his two chief apostles, who as the pio-

neers of Christianity went to the front

to cut a way for the gospel through

Jewish and Gentile hate and persecu-

tion and idolatry—Peter, the apostle of

the Jews, and Paul, the apostle of the

Gentiles.



II.

Peter.

We have followed this wonderful

man, Jesus of Nazareth, to his grave.

Jerusalem demanded his life; Rome
signed his death-warrant; and, as if to

strip him of all earthly influence or

sympathy with any human being, Peter,

his trusted follower and friend, in that

hour of utter destitution denied and

disowned him. No human voice fell, in

protest against his crucifixion, upon his

dying ear. Judged from a human stand-

point, if there ever was a dead man and

a lost cause, Jesus was that man and

his religion that cause as he lay in his

rock-bound and guarded tomb. That

his disciples regarded his mission as

ended with his death is evident from
(103)
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all that transpired. They had loved

him and followed h:m, and he had left

with them the memory of a good name

and a blameless life, and they sincerely

mourned his fate and his loss ; but all

that they expected or hoped would come

to them from him vanished with his

death. True he had said to them

upon more than one occasion during the

course of his teaching that he would be

slain and would rise again, yet it is cer-

tain from their whole conduct that they

never appreciated or understood a state-

ment so foreign to all their preconceived

opinions and their experience. They

shared in common with their people the

notion and expectation of a political Mes-

siah who was to restore Israel. That

Peter, when he saw Jesus arrested, in

the hands of his enemies, and approach-

ing certain death, regarded his cause
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as lost and his mission on this earth

at an end is evident from his whole con-

duct. His sincere devotion to the Mas-

ter can not be doubted. When he drew

his sword in the garden and smote off

the ear of the servant of the high-priest,

he gave the highest evidence that one

man can give to another of true attach-

ment—a willingness to risk his life in

his defense. For this display of loyalty

and courage he had been rebuked by

his Master, who meekly and without

resistance submitted to the arrest.

With the lights then before him what

wras Peter to do? His denial of the

Master has been regarded as the act of

one who, having been born again, hav-

ing passed from a state of nature to a

slate of grace, forfeits or compromises

his Christian character and integrity

under the impulse of a sudden fear or a
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powerful temptation; and his example

has been held up as a warning to the

Christian of the great danger of yield-

ing to temptation and untoward sur-

roundings and making shipwreck of his

faith. Is this view of the subject sus-

tained by the record ?

In his ever-memorable farewell ad-

dress to his disciples, Jesus had endeav-

ored to explain to them and make them

sensible of the true nature of his king-

dom and what was about to transpire

in regard to himself, to them, and to

the great cause in which he was to lay

down his life. But the dimness of their

apprehension and comprehension of

what he said is most manifest by their

whole conduct, during the time he was

talking to them and afterward. The

promised Comforter had not yet come.

That Comforter, with his strengthening



Peter, 107

and illuminating power, had not yet

entered their hearts and minds, but the

assurance and the promise were given

that when the Comforter did come to

take up his abode with them what then

seemed so dark and hopeless should

become plain to them, and the kingdom

of grace, the kingdom of heaven, of

which they had heard so much and un-

derstood so little, should be set up in

their hearts. Said the Saviour to them :

" These things have I spoken unto you,

while yet abiding with you. But the

Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he

shall teach you all these things and bring

to your remembrance all that I said unto

yoit." As if he had said :
" I know many

things that I am now saying to you

seem strange and are not comprehended

by you. The time has not yet come for



108 Can It Be False?

you to fully appreciate and understand

them in all their bearings. It is now

dark, and you can not see your way, "but

the day-break is just ahead of you

—

when the Comforter comes with his il-

luminating and strengthening power he

will make all that I am now saying to

you perfectly plain. You will then re-

member these things that I am now

saying to you, but how different every

thing will then appear to you. Every

word that I am now saying shall then

glow with a light and expand with a

meaning that you do not even dream of

now. Be patient ; the curtain will soon

be raised, and a new, bright world will

break upon your enraptured sight."

Observing their sorrow at the thought

of separation from him, he says :
" It is

expedient for you that I go away, for

if I go not away, the Comforter will not
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come unto you." And again: " I have

yet many things to say unto you, but

i 3 can not bear them now. Howbeit when

he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall

guide you into all truth"

Is it not a mistaken view of Peter's

denial to assume that he had at that

time the grace and light that were prom-

ised farther on? Can his, in any cor-

rect sense, be properly denominated a

case of "falling from grace," as that

term is generally used and understood?

Can his conduct under the circum-

stances by which he was surrounded

and with his spiritual condition at the

time be likened in any just sense to

that of the Christian, who, having

passed from death unto life and re-

ceived the spirit of adoption, relapses

into sin, blackslides, or makes ship-

wreck of the faith? It is respectfully
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submitted that if at that time Peter had

received the promised Comforter, Christ

formed in the heart the hope of glory,

not all the powers of hell or Rome or

Jerusalem could have forced such a

denial from his lips. As he then saw

and viewed the situation it must have

appeared to him in this wise: "I have

thrown aside my nets, given up my
calling, humble though it was, and fol-

lowed the Master whom I sincerely

loved and who I believed and now be-

lieve loved me. I have never doubted

his truth or fidelity. I was willing to

fight for him, to die for him if need be,

to save him. But he forbade me to de-

fend him, and would not defend himself.

The rulers now have him in their unre-

lenting grasp, and I know what the end

will be. His doom is sealed. What

am I to do? Shall I throw my life
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away recklessly and to no purpose?

I expected him to restore Israel, but

that is all over now ; that has vanished

like a dream. God knows I would

gladly lay down my life to save him.

I offered to do it; I could, I can give

no higher evidence of my love for him

and my loyalty to him. My life, though

obscure and worth but little to others,

is something to my humble family. I

may yet save it, and I feel that I should

not throw it needlessly away." Such a

view of the situation throws no discredit

upon human nature even in its noblest

and manliest aspects. From the stand-

point of the natural man Peter viewed

the situation, and could view it from no

other at that time. When he saw the

ship dipping water and sinking to the

bottom, who shall blame him if he made

an effort to swim ashore?
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To hold that Peter, at the time of the

denial, had a full and comprehensive

understanding of Jesus and the charac-

ter and object of his mission on earth,

that he had experienced the great work

which the religion of Christ j^roposes to

do in the human heart—in a word, that

he was a converted man—is, it is with

deference to all contrary opinions sub-

mitted, not only unsustained by the rec-

ord, but greatly weakens and strongly

tends to destroy the admitted and amaz-

ing contrast between his conduct then

and his grand, heroic, and immortal

course very soon thereafter. On the

night of the denial he was an unarmed

man; on the Day of Pentecost he was a

soldier of the cross, having put on the

whole armor of God.

Jesus fully recognized the fact that

his disciples did not understand many
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of the things that he said to them, nor

was it expected or intended that they

should at the time have this full and

perfect comprehension. " These things

have I spoken unto you in proverbs [or

parables]; the hour cometh, when I

shall no more speak unto you in prov-

erbs, but shall tell you plainly of the Fa-

ther.'
1

After listening further to him

the disciples, supposing they understood

him fully, exclaim: "So, now speakest

thou plainly and speakest no proverb.

Now know we that thou knowest all

things, and needest not that any man

should ask thee: by this we believe

that thou earnest from God." The

Master knew perfectly that they were

far, very far, from the full comprehen-

sion which they supposed themselves

to have, and immediately replied: "Do

ybu now believe? Behold the hour
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cometh, yea, is come, that ye shall be

scattered, every man to his own, and

shall leave me alone" That hour did

soon come, and he was left alone—all

alone—and his scattered disciples went

their respective ways, and he went to

his solitary place of abode, the new tomb

ofJoseph of Arimathea, wherein nobody

had been buried before. No word of

sympathy cheered him on the cross, and

the bones of no fellow-mortal gave even

the companionship of the grave to his

mangled body.

Let us pause here and take a calm

survey of the real situation. Viewed

from a human stand-point, did ever men

look out upon a darker or more hopeless

field than that which lay before these

unhappy disciples ? Their great leader,

upon whose arm they had leaned in

every emergency, whose footsteps they
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had followed and whose fortunes they

had shared, had perished at the hands

of his enemies. Dispirited, intimidated,

demoralized, hopeless, they were only

too glad to be allowed the poor privilege

of creeping hack to their humble homes

alive. So far as man could see or ex-

pect or calculate or hope, the situation

was desperate. If the cause he came

to establish did not sleep in the grave

where his body was laid, where or with

whom had it sought refuge? That it

was as dead as its dead leader nobody

doubted or could doubt. The resurrec-

tion of the one seemed as probable as

that of the other. The idea that Peter

and his humble, ignorant Galilean co-

adjutors could suppose themselves able

in the face of Roman authority and

Jewish persecution to take up and carry

on to success what their trusted leader
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had lost his life in the vain effort to ac-

complish, is too incredible for serious

consideration. How could they hope

to live on a field where he had fallen,

or to triumph where he had failed?

That they looked for any further help

from him whose body lay in the tomb

is negatived by every fact stated in the

record. They were not expecting his

resurrection. When early in the morn-

ins: the women returned from the tomb

and reported his body gone, the an-

nouncement was received with astonish-

ment and incredulity. And when Peter

and others of the disciples went to the

sepulcher and found that in fact his

body was not there, they were greatly

astonished, and knew not what to make

of it, and went away in utter bewilder-

ment. " For," says the sacred record,

" as yet they knew not the scripture^ that he
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must rise again from the dead. So the

disciples went away again unto their

own home." What else could they do

or be expected to do in view of the sit-

uation? To suppose that they would

or could conceive themselves capable

of going about preaching what he had

preached, teaching what he had taught,

without meeting the fate he had met, is

4:o deny them the possession of ordinary

common sense and sagacity. They be-

lieved themselves as capable of raising

his body from the grave as of taking up

and carrying on to success the cause in

which he had failed and perished.

But there came a time when their

sorrow gave way to joy, their despair

to hope, their timidity to courage, their

perplexing fears and bewildered aims to

a settled purpose and a lofty faith and

a dauntless enthusiasm that shook the
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very foundation of the temple and

spread dismay through the councils of

the rabbis and rulers of Jerusalem.

Who blew the trumpet of resurrection

above the grave of their lost cause, and

bade it come forth and begin its grand

triumphal march through the ages?

It was a wonderful thing. What
brought it about? The Gospels record,

in brief, that Jesus arose from the dead,

appeared to his disciples, conversed

with them often, and instructed them

to tarry at Jerusalem until they were

indued with power from on high. They

claim to have met him frequently after

his resurrection, to have seen the prints

of the nails that confined his hands to

the cross, and the wound in his side

made by the spear of the soldier. We
are told that he showed himself to them

by many proofs, appearing to them
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frequently for the space of forty days

;

that before he disappeared from the

Mount of Olives and ascended to his

Father he promised them that they

should receive power when the Holy

Ghost should come upon them, and that

they should be witnesses for him both

in Jerusalem and Samaria, and unto the

uttermost parts of the earth; that he

directed them to go into all the world

and preach his gospel to every creature,

and that he would be with them always

to the end of the world.

They do not pretend to have evolved

from their own consciousness or to

have drawn from their own resources

the power and the inspiration, the

courage and the ability that enabled

them, with such grand results and

mighty effect, to preach the gospel of

the Son of God in sight of the cross on
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which he died, the tomb in which he

was buried, and before the faces of the

very men who had accomplished his

death. no, they make no such claim

as that; and if they had made any such

pretension, would it not be as great a

draft on human credulity to believe it

as is required to believe the story of the

resurrection and the baptism of the

Holy Ghost? One of two things must

be assumed in reference to the account

they have given of the resurrection

:

they either invented a conscious false-

hood or have told the truth about it.

They knew Jesus too well to cover their

statement with the charitable sugges-

tion that they were mistaken. All the

features of his face, the expression of

his eye, the intonations of his voice—in

short, all the marks of recognition by

which one man is able to know another

—
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were familiar to them. They had been

intimately associated with him for three

years ; had been with him night and day

during his whole ministry under a

variety of circumstances, and on terms

of the closest confidence and most un-

restrained personal intercourse. They

claim for the space of forty days to have

seen him, talked with him, not only as

to future events, but also as to the past

transactions that occurred in his pres-

ence and theirs, and with which both he

and they were perfectly familiar. To

assume that under such circumstances

they might have been mistaken as to

his personal identity is wholly inadmis-

sible. It would have been impossible

for another to impose himself on them

as Jesus— as impossible as for some

pretender to have imposed himself on

the Old Guard as Napoleon. They saw
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him and conversed with him and asso-

ciated with him after he died and was

buried, or they have left on record a

deliberate falsehood. Of course, if they

came to the conclusion to run a scheme

on the line of falsehood and imposture,

they must have relied alone on their

own sharpness and cunning to impose

it upon the world and rally recruits to

their standard. They expected and

could expect no divine assistance; for,

being Jews, they could not hope that

their God would become an ally or a

party to a plan of deception and a system

of fraud. Taking into view their humble

origin and position, without wealth,

without influential and powerful friends,

on what ground could they bas«e any

reasonable hope of success? It must

be allowed, unless we set them down as

idiots, that they expected to succeed in
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the enterprise. The rulers of the tem-

ple, the rabbis and priests, they knew

perfectly well would resist, with all

their power, the acceptance by the peo-

ple of any story that put Jesus forth as

the Messiah, and would thus fasten on

themselves the guilt and odium of hav-

ing imbrued their hands in his blood.

Their falsehood could not fail to pro-

voke the instantaneous denial of these

ecclesiastical potentates, and draw upon

the heads of its inventors and propagat-

ors all the persecution that Jewish hate

and influence could bring to bear against

them. And if, in view of these obvious

and powerful considerations, they were

still determined to persevere in their

efforts to set up the fraud, it seems little

less than madness to have inaugurated

their campaign at Jerusalem, where all

the evidence, positive and circumstan-
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tial, was of such easy access as to make

exposure certain. Would not the plain-

est dictates of prudence and common

sense have suggested to these plotters

and schemers that the secluded and re-

tired region of Galilee, away from the

vigilance and vengeance of the Jewish

rulers, and where Jesus had done most

of his wonderful works, was far better

suited to their purpose? There they

would have been far safer from the es-

pionage and malice of the hierarchy.

Christ had sought that sequestered sec-

tion, removed from the turbulence and

passions of a great city, where the king-

dom he proposed to set up could grow

without disturbance or molestation.

Undisturbed and comparatively free

from personal danger, they might have

proclaimed their falsehood of the resur-

rection amid the distant vales and mount-
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ains of Galileo to a people who had heard

Christ gladly during his ministry, and

would therefore be more favorably in-

clined to lend a willing ear to the story

of his resurrection. But Jerusalem!

How could they expect their story to

make headway there, or how hope to

escape the power that had laid its iron

hand upon Jesus and nailed him to the

cross ?

Whatever became of the body of Je-

sus after it was laid in the tomb, it must

be accepted as a fact that in some way,

through some agency, for some purpose,

it was removed from the jDlace of sepul-

ture. If, as it is stated in the record,

a guard of Roman soldiers was placed

at the tomb to prevent the removal of

the body, it is difficult to believe that it

could have been stolen by the disciples.

Of course no such thing could have taken
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place without entailing upon the guard

consequences that they would have been

very unwilling to encounter. But the

body was removed ; how or by whom
we know not. save from the account

given in the sacred record. However

unworthy of belief Peter and his co-

laborers may be regarded, they cer-

tainly would not have been guilty of the

folly of proclaiming the resurrection in

the streets of Jerusalem, where their

enemies could, in a few minutes, have

gone to the tomb, produced the body,

and refuted the falsehood on the spot.

The fact that the resurrection was pub-

licly announced by Peter in the hearing

of the men who had been instrumental

in the death of Jesus, must establish be-

yond cavil or controversy that the tomb

was empty. Their claim of a resurrec-

tion was made public on the spot where
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the tragedy was enacted, and in the im-

mediate vicinity of the empty grave.

They did not change the venue on the

Jews, but challenged them to anv refu-

tation they had to make where all the

evidence that existed in the premises

was of easy access. The Jews never

produced the body or claimed that it

had not disappeared from the tomb.

Coming fresh from the Mount of

Olives, from whose summit they claimed

that the risen Saviour had ascended to

heaven, the eleven, with others of the

disciples, assembled in their place of

abode and engaged in earnest and con-

tinuous prayer. They soon took steps

to fill the place in the ranks of the twelve

made vacant by the defection of Judas,

and prepared deliberately to inaugurate

the preaching of the gospel and to set

in motion the greatest revolution that
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you account for this?" So far as the

record informs us there was but one

solution offered of the strange manifes-

tations that all stood and witnessed with

amazement. The friends of Jesus were

certainly doing something out of the

usual order of things which those who

witnessed the spectacle were at a loss

to account for. The only suggestion.

made by any one was that these men

were drunk on new wine. This came

to the ears of Peter and the others.

Standing up together and facing the

multitude, with Peter at their head, they

inaugurated a conflict and sounded the

first notes of a battle that has been

shaking this earth from center to cir-

cumference ever since. That memora-

ble day was to witness the first gospel

sermon ever preached under the great

commission. The first sentence con-
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tained a denial and refutation of an un-

founded slander upon them and the

cause to which they were about to de-

vote their lives—their all. It came

from the same source that had borne

false testimony before Pilate and forced

him to sign the death-warrant of Jesus.

And Peter's remarks were especially

addressed to them : "Ye men of Juclea,

and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be

this known unto you, and hearken to my
words : for these are not drunken, as

ye suppose, seeing it is but the third

hour of the day. But this is that which

was spoken by the prophet Joel."

lie then proceeds to quote the prophet

and to show that what they were wit-

nessing, so far from being the senseless

ravings of drunken men, was the begin-

ning of a new era long ago foreshadowed

in the solemn language of prophecy.
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And still addressing the Jews, he pro-

ceeded to speak directly of Jesus of Naz-

areth. He declared him to be one ap-

proved by God unto them by mighty

works and signs and wonders. He
referred to them as witnesses of the

mighty and miraculous works of Jesus.

That Christ had performed these won-

ders Peter did not avouch on his own

authority alone, but said in substance

to the Jews who were listening to him :

"You know he performed these wonders

;

you saw him, you heard him. The

mighty works of which I now speak

were performed before your eyes as well

as ours, and you can not and will not

deny what I say of him."

So far as we are advised no voice rose

from the multitude in denial. He then

proceeded, without softening his lan-

guage, to charge them with the murder of
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the man who performed these wonderful

works in their j^resence, and to boldly

and solemnly affirm that he whom they

had cruelly, unjustly, and illegally slain

had broken the bands of death, wrested

from the grave its temporary victory,

and ascended to the right hand of the

Father, there to rule and reign forever.

These were startling and dangerous

words to be uttered by such a man in

such a presence. Is this the same man

who but a short while ago, when he saw

his leader in the hands, of his enemies

and on his way to certain death, dis-

claimed and repudiated all connection

or association with him, and denied

that he even knew him? Looking at

the facts from a human stand-point only,

will some one suggest an explanation

(which he will recommend a reasonable

man to accept) of the difference between
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the Peter who stood in the court of the

high-priest and, trembling with fear,

denied all knowledge of and sympathy

with Jesus, and the Peter who stood on

the Day of Pentecost and facing the

crowd that had mocked and jeered on

Calvary amid the dying agonies of their

victim, proclaimed him to he the Son of

God, and charged them as the murder-

ers wTho had shed his innocent blood?

Between the night of the denial in the

court of the high-priest and the Day

of Pentecost, what had occurred ? Be-

tween these two points of time he had

seen his leader, without resistance, put

to a shameful and ignominious death, his

body laid in the grave, and his sorrowing-

disciples repair in fear and despair to

their humble homes. Is there any thing

in all this to impart to this humble Gal-

ilean the sublime courage and resistless
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eloquence that swept every thing before

him on that memorable day? Did a

handful of humble, helpless men ever

draw courage and confidence, the sub-

limest which this world has ever wit-

nessed, from such a situation before?

Is it conceivable that of their own voli-

tion and motion they would get together

under such circumstances, concoct a

story about the resurrection which, be-

ing false, they could expect no one to

believe, and proclaim the falsehood in

the very teeth of men who had had

power and influence enough with Rome
to secure the death of Jesus ? What
could they expect but severe punish-

ment—perhaps death—at the hands of

the men who had murdered Jesus by

denouncing them openly as murderers

in the presence of assembled thousands?

Looked at on every side, and through
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and through, what profit, what benefit

did they or could they possibly hope to

derive from the promulgation of a manu-

factured story of the resurrection ? If

such a falsehood to all human appear-

ances could bring nothing but persecu-

tion or death upon the inventors, will

some one furnish the reason or the motive

that led them to make the investment

in the scheme of deception and fraud?

Good men may face death to embrace

the truth, but a lie can boast of no

such loyalty; it has no such power of

attraction. Peter and his associates

were humble, unlearned men, possessing

within themselves nothing attractive or

inspiring to commend them, or any en-

terprise in which they might engage, to

the attention -or favorable consideration

of their fellow-men ; and giving them

credit for sound minds and ordinary
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common sense, or at least conceding to

them the instinct of self-preservation,

which the beasts of the field and the

fowls of the air possess, how are we to

account for their conceiving a lie about

the resurrection and deliberately con-

cluding to risk every thing upon it, and,

as if to court death, pressing the false-

hood under the very noses of the men

who had murdered their Master?

Peter seems not to have been inter-

rupted at all by any of his audience

during the delivery of his discourse.

Is it probable that he would have been

allowed to proceed unchallenged if the

whole storv he was telling was a miser-

able and monstrous falsehood ? When
lif appealed to the Jews in his audience

as witnesses to establish the truth of

what he said about the life and labors

of Christ, if there had been no founda-
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tion in fact for what he stated, would

they, thus appealed to, have stood with-

out a protest, and thus by their silence

have given tacit sanction to what he

said ? When we give due weight to the

fact that the audience to whom the dis-

course of Peter was addressed con-

tained a number of persons to whom
many of the facts on which he touched

were familiar, the effect produced by

his sermon comes in as a powerful re-en-

forcement to the truth of his statements.

Instead of being hooted from the place

where he stood as a miserable cheat and

a fraud, we are told that the impression

made on his hearers was profound and

overwhelming. If there had been no

truth in what he said about the life and

works of Jesus, nothing phenomenal in

the surroundings of the speaker, no

visible manifestation of a strange power
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or influence that threw their spell upon

the minds of his listeners, nothing to

aid his natural powers in presenting an

yn sin cere and fraudulent story alto-

gether improbable in itself— ay, im-

possible from a human stand -point

—

told by an obscure, unknown man with

such powers of persuasion and eloquence

as one in his rank and condition might

be supposed to possess, with no prestige

or standing to give weight to his words

or lend persuasion to his tongue ; instead

of three thousand of his hearers being

convinced and added to the disciples of

Christ, Peter would have been run out

of Jerusalem as a crank, or stoned to

death as an insolent impostor and con-

temptible charlatan. That such a man,

with nothing to aid him but the recita-

tion of a manufactured story which he

and his ignorant accomplices had in-
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vented, proclaimed in the presence of

the enemies of Jesus familiar with the

facts, and who had every interest and

inclination to prevent any one from re-

ceiving it as true, could have produced

such a sensation upon such an audience,

passes all the bounds of belief.

That Peter was not drunk became

very evident to all before he had pro-

ceeded far in his remarks. What par-

ticular conduct on the part of the disci-

ples led to the suggestion that they were

intoxicated of course is not known. It

may have been their transports of rapt-

ure and rejoicing caused by the descent

of the Holy Ghost upon them. Certain

it is they were manifesting in an unu-

sual manner the presence of some great

influence that was stirring the very

depths of their natures.

Who can contemplate the mental and
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moral condition of Simon Peter, the

humble fisherman, and that of Peter,

the aj)ostle of the Jews, and not feel that

a new power had been in some way and

from some source imparted to him?

He claims to have received the strange

and wonderful spiritual light which Je-

sus just before his death had promised

his disciples. Is not his claim true?

Can the wonderful change be accounted

for in any other way ? The same im-

pulse, the same inspiration, whatever it

might be, that lifted him from the posi-

tion of a common fisherman to the ele-

vation of moral grandeur on which he

stood on the Day of Pentecost, sustained

him and abided with him all the re-

mainder of his life. Through the fiercest

and most unrelenting persecution and

the most fearful dangers he maintained

the same firmness of purpose, the same
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broadness of view, the same inspiration

and illumination of the soul as when on

that grand and memorable day he

uttered the breathing thoughts and

burning words that " pealed the first

notes to sound the march " of Chris-

tianity to the conquest of the world.

Fully armed and equipped for the glo-

rious war, he never afterward faltered

in the face of any danger or cowered in

the presence of any foe. What he pro-

claimed on the Day of Pentecost he

finally sealed with his blood.

Peter was very soon called upon to

face the persecution which he knew was

inevitable. Indeed, the Master before

his death had told him and the rest

what they might expect as his followers

and disciples. In his farewell address

to them, so full of tender affection and

melting pathos, he had said :
" Remem-
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ber the word which I said unto you, The

servant is not greater than his lord. If

they have persecuted me, they will also

persecute you." And again: " They

shall put you out of the synagogues
;
yea,

the time cometh, that whosoever killeth

you will think that he doeth God serv-

ice."

According to the narrative in the Acts

of the Apostles, one morning as Peter

and John were going to the temple at the

hour of prayer they saw a man who was a

cripple from his birth, and who, it seems,

was placed daily at the door that he

mio-ht solicit alms of those who went in

and out. This man, on seeing Peter and

John, held out his hand to them for alms.

Peter said to him: "Silver and gold

have I none ; but such as I have give I

thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth rise up and walk." And it is
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said that he arose and walked and fol-

lowed Peter and John into the temple,

leaping with joy and praising God.

This wonderful cure created a profound

impression on the public mind. The

man was about forty years old, and

seems to have been widely known, as

he had occupied a very public place to

solicit alms, and had become a very

familiar object to all who passed that

way. So great, indeed, was the sensa-

tion created by this event that the

rulers of the Jews determined, if possi-

ble, to counteract it. Peter and John

were put in arrest and held until the

following day, when they were brought

before the rulers and elders and scribes

for trial. It is said to be one of the

highest achievements of the advocate to

be able to embody in the mere state-

ment of his case a conclusive and unan-
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swerable argument in favor of its justice.

The reply of Peter, when called upon

by his judges to state what he had to

say in the premises, is a striking illus-

tration of the mere statement of a case

being decisive of the whole matter. It

must not only have silenced all contro-

versy as to any culpability on his part,

but to have covered his judges with con-

fusion. " Ye rulers of the people, and

elders of Israel, if ive this day be exam-

ined of the good deed done to the impotent

man, by what means he is made whole

;

be it known unto you all, and to all the

people of Israel, that by the name of

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru-

cified, whom God raised from the dead,

even by him doth this man stand here

before you whole." This was bold, start-

ling—ay, grand—language to come from

an obscure fisherman in the presence of

10
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the rulers of Israel, and must have al-

most taken their breath. It left not a

shred to cover the nakedness of the pit-

iable and despicable business in which

they were engaged—of trying men as

criminals for performing an act of mercy

to a poor, helpless cripple—and placed

those high functionaries, in the eyes of

all who witnessed the scene, in the most

humiliating and contemptible attitude.

It charged them boldly with having

the blood of the Son of God upon their

hands, and proclaimed in the hearing

of all, without stint or equivocation, that

he ha\l risen from his soldier-guarded

grave. It claimed, without evasion or

hesitation, that it was through the

power of their murdered but risen

victim that the lame man then stood

before them, cured of his life-long afflic-

tion and sound in limb. What age or
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annals can furnish a sublimer moral

spectacle than this scene of Peter before

the Sanhedrim ? Truth never appeared

in more majestic mien than when in the

person of a Galilean peasant she thus

confronted, with unblanched cheek and

unquailing eye, the assembled wisdom

and power of Israel. Priest and scribe

and rabbi must have felt keenly the

embarrassment of their position. Those

ecclesiastical potentates evidently ex-

pected, when they had Peter and John

arrested, that they would tremble in

their presence and quail before their

authority. The paralyzing language

that fell in burning words from the lips

of Peter must have struck them dumb

with- amazement. The consternation,

it may well be supposed, could not have

been greater had a bomb been exploded

right in the midst of their robes and phy-
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lacteries. The humble prisoners were

masters of the situation, and the high-

priest and his coadjutors knew it and

felt it. They saw too late their mistake

in presuming on their authority and the

prestige of their position to have these

men arrested. The case was before

them in the form of a public trial. The

prisoners stood there in the presence of

the crowd, and when called to account

for what they had done, boldly pro-

claimed the facts of the case and defied

their authority. The case was up, and

must be disposed of in some way

—

either by condemning and punishing

the accused or discharging them from

arrest. The prisoners being removed

to enable the court to consult and de-

termine what was best to be done in the

premises, some such consultation as this

must have taken place ;
" What are we
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to do about this matter? Everybody

in Jerusalem knows about this lame

man being restored to health and activ-

ity
; that fact can not be gainsaid. The

man and his decrepitude are familiar

to all. We dare not have these pris-

oners stoned to death, as they ought to

be for their insolence and audacity in

charging us with murder, and in daring

to claim in our august presence that

they did this thing b}r the power of that

crucified impostor and blasphemer. The

people would never submit to have them

killed for performing a cure upon a poor

crippled creature. We'll do the next

best thing in our power. We'll have

them brought in, publicly reprimand

tli cm, threaten them, and release them."

This was the sage conclusion to which

they came, and was perhaps, under the

circumstances, about the best they
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could have done. Peter and John were

accordingly brought back into court,

and, being warned to speak no more to

the people about Jesus, were discharged.

This was the first trial of the followers

of Jesus after the crucifixion—the one

side represented by all the pomp and

circumstance ahd authority of the eccle-

siastical monopoly that claimed to be

the sole depository of all the true relig-

ion there was in the world ; the other

by two humble, unlearned peasants, but

clothed with an invisible power that

caused the rock-ribbed temple of Juda-

ism to tremble from turret to founda-

tion-stone. It was a singular trial. ~No

witnesses were introduced by the pros-

ecution or defense. That the lame man

had been healed seemed to have been

assumed as a fact by both sides. Evi-

dently with a view of overawimr the two
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humble followers of Christ, they put to

them this question: "By what power

or in what name have ye clone this?"

They got the answer ; the trial was over

;

there was silence in that judgment-hall

as the voice of Peter died away. The

Sanhedrim was not accustomed to be

talked to in that way, and that an

humble fisherman should dare to so

speak in their presence was an astound-

ing revelation. Why does the great

Sanhedrim pause? Why do not the

high-priest and his associates put the

heel of authority upon the two misera-

ble worms that wrere before them, and

crush them into the earth ? There

stood that good deed to the poor man
]x 'inting its accusing finger at them,

and that good deed had gathered about

the streets of Jerusalem a host of

friends who believed in the crucified
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JNazarene. The bold declarations of

Peter, nervous with the power of eternal

truth, the poor man that he had healed

standing by his side, and the people

rallying around the Christian hero as

he stood in sublime defiance of earthly

power and in humble faith in Jesus,

alarmed and dismayed them. The con-

clusion to which the Sanhedrim came,

to dismiss Peter and John unpunished

and with an admonition to talk no more

to the people about Jesus, was a dernier

ressort, a make-shift to cover their defeat

and confusion with a mere show of au-

thority. But Peter, feeling the solid

ground of eternal truth beneath his feet,

determined that they should not cover

their retreat even with this thin dis-

guise. He mio-ht have retired from the

presence of the Sanhedrim in silence,

not saying any thing as to what his
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future course would be. But the spirit

that had borne him so bravely through

the trial did not desert him at the mo-

ment of victory. In a few sublime

words he gave them to understand that

he owed an allegiance to God which

they did not possess the power to force

him to deny or forswear; that he had

spoken nothing to the people about

Jesus that he did not know to be true;

and that what he had seen with his own

eyes and heard with his own ears he

intended to publish to the people, in dis-

regard of all the threats and power that

they might or could command to sup-

press it. Thus flinging defiance at

their authority, and pouring contempt

on their threats, he left their presence,

the glow of his great victory flushing

his cheek and the inspiration of hia

lofty purpose swelling his heart. Ar-
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rested and brought as a prisoner before

the high court of Jerusalem for doing

a deed of mercy to a poor man in the

name of his Master, he had met the

men whose hands were red with the

blood of Jesus, on their own chosen

ground, driven them from the field, and

delivered a parting shot as they re-

treated. Thus ended the first trial be-

tween the enemies of Christianity and

the humble men, who, all alone in an

unfriendly world, were seeking to ad-

vance the cause in which their leader

had fallen.

The result of this trial in which these

two humble men gained such a strange

and signal victory over the assembled

power and wisdom and learning of the

temple was, as might well have been

expected, to deepen and widen the in-

fluence of the apostles with the people.
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They continued, as they announced to

the Sanhedrim they would do, to preach,

and multitudes flocked to them, believed,

and were baptized. Their success was

getting to be a very serious matter with

these rulers. Let the people once em-

brace the idea that Jesus was the Mes-

siah, and the solid walls of Jerusalem

would tremble under the question as to

why he was put to death and who were

responsible for his crucifixion. Let this

religion go on spreading among the

people as it was doing under the preach-

ing of these humble, illiterate men, and

the very foundation-stones of the ven-

erable system of prelatical authority and

rabbinical power would be shaken by

the moral tornado. Let the fact be ac-

cepted that Jesus had risen from the

dead, and away would go the doctrine

of the Sadducccs that there was no res-
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urrection. The fears for the safety of

their great ecclesiastical monopoly with

head-quarters in the temple, which led

them to demand of Pilate the blood of

Jesus, were now re-enforced by appre-

hensions for their own personal safety.

The car of salvation, regardless of all

obstructions which they were able to

place on the track, continued to move on.

The sick and the afflicted, both in Jeru-

salem and from surrounding cities, were

brought to the apostles in such numbers

that they had to be laid on couches in

the streets to be healed. The Jewish

authorities saw that something must be

done to prevent the spread of this dan-

gerous heresy. Peter and John were

again arrested and thrown into pris-

on. But during the night the armless

hand that wrote upon Belshazzar's

palace-wall opened their prison doors,
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and the mysterious visitor bade them

come forth and go into the temple and

speak the words of life to the people.

Day-break found them in the temple,

boldly proclaiming the gospel of the

Son of God. When the high-priest and

the council and all the senate of Israel

met to deal with the prisoners, they

ordered that they be brought into court.

The officer who had been dispatched on

this errand returned and reported that

he found all the doors securely locked,

the keepers at their posts, but the pris-

on emj^ty ! Before the court had time

to recover from this startling announce-

ment some one informed them that their

prisoners were in the temple teaching

their hated doctrine to the people. They

sent their officers to the temple after

them. The arrest was made, but wo

are told it was done without violence.
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A wholesome respect for public opinion

warned them to proceed with prudence

and circumspection. Strange spectacle

!

In the city of Jerusalem, within the

shadow of the cross on which their

leader died, in sight of the grave where

he was buried and the judgment-hall

where he was condemned, a handful of

Galilean peasants had so shaken the

great city with their teachings and their

works, that the rulers of Israel felt that

it was necessary to proceed with cau-

tion in laying hands upon the insignifi-

cant men who had produced the great

commotion.

Peter and John found themselves

a second time prisoners at the bar of

the great council. The high-priest,

throwing into his bearing and voice, it

may be supposed, as much emphasis

and sternness as he could command, in
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substance said to them: "When you

were before us the other day we com-

manded you to teach no more in that

name. In utter contempt of our author-

ity, and in defiant disobedience of our

commands, you have filled Jerusalem

wT

ith your teachings, and intend to briar/

this man's blood upon us. What have

you to say in explanation or defense of

your rebellious conduct?" The un-

daunted Peter, like a rock in nature as

in name, stood unmoved before them,

and, surveying the court with intrepid

bearing, replied: "We owe a higher

allegiance to God than even to the au-

gust presence in which we now stand.

Whatever may be your claims or pre-

tensions, you are the murderers of the

Son of God. Ilim whom ye cruelly and

unjustly murdered God has exalted to

be a Prince and a Saviour to give re-
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pentance and remission of sins to Israel.

We are witnesses of these things, and

mean to proclaim them to the world,

your commands and interdicts to the

contrary notwithstanding. If that be

treason to the commonwealth of Israel,

make the most of it." The issue was

distinctly and clearly made. There was

no room for doubt or misunderstanding.

The crisis had come. It must be met.

In the opinion of the court there was

but one way to meet it. The men who

thus defied their authority and imper-

iled their safety must die. Nothing but

blood could atone for the insult and

avert the impending danger. At this

juncture Gamaliel, the preceptor of Saul

of Tarsus, arose. The sacred record

speaks ofhim as " a doctor of the law, had

in honor of all the people." Request-

ing that the prisoners be removed from
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the presence of the court, lie proceeded

to remonstrate with the council on the

decision to which they had come. He
appealed to them to pause and reflect

seriously and calmly on what they were

about to do. He referred them to prec-

edents in Jewish history where impos-

tors had arisen, had their day of conse-

quence and sensation, and passed to the

shades of oblivion. He concluded his

address in these memorable words

:

"And now I say unto you, Refrain from

these men, and let them alone: for if

this counsel or this work be of men, it

will be overthrown ; but if it is of God,

ve will not be able to overthrow them
;

lest haply ye be found even to be fight-

ing against God."

The advice of Gamaliel would seem

to be good on general principles, but

whether from the stand-point of those
n
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to whom it was addressed it would meet

the exigences of the situation was not

at all clear or manifest. It might be

well enough, ordinarily and under differ-

ent circumstances, to leave the religion

of Christ to the logic of events and the

test of time ; but the chief priest and his

coadjutors more than doubted whether,

in view of the clouds which they saw

rising With ominous mutterings above

the horizon, they could safely await that

slow, and to them painful, and it might

be dangerous, process. They saw the

city of Jerusalem stirred by some mighty

impulse, and whether the body of their

crucified victim had broken the seal of

the sepulcher and eluded the vigilance

of the Roman guard—in a word, had

risen from the grave or not—his spirit

seemed to be alive and working mm'ht-

ily among the people. We have only
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to imagine in what condition the accept-

ance by the people of Israel that Jesus

was the Messiah, and had indeed aris-

en from the dead, would have placed

those who were responsible for his death,

to measure the personal interest his

murderers had in preventing such a

catastrophe. They were determined, by

all the means at their command, to avert

the rising storm and stay the tide that

threatened to sweep over them. The

sacred record informs us that they

agreed to what Gamaliel said. They

acquiesced in his sage counsel, so far as

to refrain from taking the lives of the

apostles at that time; but they had no

idea of acting on his advice as a settled

policy in reference to the matter. For

the present, as the best thing available,

they sent for the prisoners, heat them,

and after again commanding them to
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speak no more in the name of Jesus,

discharged them. Their hand was held

back from shedding the blood of their

prisoners, not by the soundness of Ga-

maliel's argument or the strength of his

reasoning. The state of public opinion

and the fear of popular indignation

alone withheld the meditated blow.

They felt then that blood-letting was the

only remedy, and they would have ap-

plied it gladly if they had felt safe in

venturing so far upon the patience and

temper of the people. Between those

haughty and powerful representatives

of a religious past, who had pushed

their opposition to the teachings of

Jesus of Nazareth to the point of taking

his life, and the humble apostles and

advocates of his religion, the conflict

could not be otherwise than irrepressi-

ble. The moderate and conservative
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counsels of Gamaliel only served the

purpose of tiding over an embarrassing

difficulty and opening up an avenue of

temporary escape from an awkward and

perplexing dilemma. But matters could

not be allowed to progress as they were

now proceeding. The contest must go

on. The murderers of Christ could not

afford to stand still and sec the people

rallying under the standard of the cross

and accepting Jesus as their Messiah.

It was equally certain that Peter and

his colleagues, under some impulse,

moved by some power, were determined

not to remain silent, but to continue to

preach Jesus and the resurrection in

defiance of all the power that the Jeru-

salem coterie could bring to bear against

them. To all human appearances the

struggle was a very unequal one, and

j^romised to result in the overthrow of
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the weak and insignificant body of men

that dared to oppose the wishes and

disobey the commands of the great and

learned men who were seeking their

suppression. The fearless intrepidity

displayed by the little band of apostles

was wonderful. They were not wild

visionaries or enthusiasts. They came

from the ordinary walks of life, where,

in common with their countrymen of

like station, they were striving by honest

and humble toil to make a livelihood

for themselves and their families. They

were men of good practical common

sense, whose training had never led

them along the line of theoretical spec-

ulation or scientific abstraction. They

knew nothing of the niceties and subtle-

ties of scholastic disputation. They

had nothing, and pretended to have

nothing, to offer to any man more than
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the Master had offered—a life of self-

denial and self-consecration here in this

world, and eternal life in the world to

come. They held out to those to whom
they preached no wealth or honor or

worldly distinction. On the contrary,

they taught that all who came to Christ

must take up and bear the cross, mortify

the flesh, and curb those passions in

which human nature is most prone to

indulge and finds its highest pleasure in

gratifying. They found human nature

strongly intrenched behind the ram-

parts of self-indulgence and carnal ap-

petite—in fact, in open rebellion against

the requirements and doctrines of the

religion they sought to propagate and

to persuade men to embrace. Rome,

so far as she had deigned to take notice

of the new religion at all, could not be

numbered among its friends. By her
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consent and under her authority the

tragedy of Calvary had been enacted.

The commonwealth of Israel, that

claimed to be the sole depository and

custodian of the only true religion on

earth, and the exclusive friend and favor-

ite of the only true God, was the open,

active, and aggressive foe of this new

religion, as they esteemed and regarded

Christianity. If there wTas anywhere

on earth a single element of influence

or power on the side of Christianity

outside the little band headed by Peter,

it is difficult to find or point it out. For

its present fate, for its future destiny

the kingdom of Jesus Christ was in the

custody of a little company of illiterate

men ; with all the social, political, and

ecclesiastical power of the world, re-en-

forced by the carnal affections and pas-

sions of the human heart, arrayed against
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it. Yet it is a fact which sacred as well

as profane history attests—a fact which

is not and can not be denied—that the

conquests of the cross, even in the face

of all this opposition, were pushed by

somebody or by some agency, not only

throughout Judea, but the seeds of the

kingdom were sown broadcast through-

out the Roman empire, and in the city

of Rome itself. Tacitus says, as we

have already seen, that after Pilate had

executed Jesus " the deadly supersti-

tion, repressed for awhile, broke out

again, not only through Judea, the

original seat of the evil, but through

the city also, whither from every side

all things horrible or shameful flow to-

gether and come into vogue." This

spread of Christianity throughout Judea

and the Roman empire is also attested

by the* sacred record. When Jesus was
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crucified, Peter and his associates who

had followed Christ went back in de-

spair to their nets, intending, of course,

to resume their old avocations and to

make, as best they could, a living for

themselves and families. Why did

they not continue to do so? What

other help or hope had they? What

power or influence was it that called

them a second time from their nets and

lifted them to an elevation that fixed

them in the eyes of the world forever,

and enabled them to push forward the

greatest revolution that has ever made

its impress upon the history of the world

and the destiny of man ? These humble

men do not claim of themselves to have

done any thing, or of themselves to have

been able to do any thing. And who

shall say they were not correct ? Every-

where, upon all occasions, whatever
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they said or did or claimed to do, they

disclaimed in the most solemn manner

that they did it of themselves or by

their own power; and when they say

that to themselves belongs not the

credit of any thing that was achieved

no one need be astonished at such a dec-

laration. For who ever thought them

capable of planning and perfecting any

scheme by their own unaided natural

ability in the face of such fearful

odds? The question recurs and de-

mands of fair-minded men an answer:

If all the powers of this earth, which

men invoke to win success and achieve

results; if the wickedness of the human

[heart and the enmity of the carnal mind;

if the overshadowing dominion of im-

perial Rome and the ancient ecclesias-

ticism of Jerusalem ; if all the forces of

this world—natural, political, and eccle-
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siastical—were in combination against

them ; their great leader, on whose arm

they had leaned in every emergency

and whose footsteps they had followed,

dead and buried, and these men were

so insignificant and inconsequential in

the social, political, and ecclesiastical

world as to be unable to command the

respect or even to arrest the attention

of any one whose support was worth

seeking to any cause which such humble

men might espouse ; if all this be true

—

and who can or does gainsay a single

proposition stated?— what power or

agency wrought the tremendous results

which everybody must admit were

achieved? Peter and his humble co-

laborers say it was all done by the

power of God; that Jesus promised be-

fore his death to indue them with power,

and bade them tarry at Jerusalem until
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the promised power should come; that

the promised baptisms of the Holy Ghost

and of fire came as promised; and that

all that was done proceeded alone from

the power thus promised and thus con-

ferred upon them. If this claim, on their

part, of the possession of divine power

is to be discarded, to what quarter shall

we turn for a solution ofwhat took place ?

We have seen who and what Peter was

when, as an unanointed fisherman, lean-

ing on his own strength as a man merely,

on that memorable night in the court of

the high-priest he quailed and trembled

in the presence of the enemies who had

his Master in custody, and who on the

accusation of a maid denied with a

solemn oath that he was a follower of

Jesus or even knew him. We have

seen who and what Peter was when,

claiming to be filled with the Holy
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Ghost on the Day of Pentecost, in the

presence of assembled Jerusalem, he

boldly preached Jesus and the resurrec-

tion; and when as a prisoner before the

great Sanhedrim, in the presence of the

rulers of Israel, he not only fearlessly

avowed himself a follower of the dead

and risen Saviour, but charged the

judges before whom he stood as being

the murderers of Christ, and before their

faces defied their authority. Peter on

the night of the denial, and Peter on the

Day of Pentecost, and Peter before the

Sanhedrim— who is prepared to say

in a spirit of candor and fairness that

this is the same man ? On the one oc-

casion we see simply Simon Peter, a

humble fisherman, trembling for his

safety and denying even a knowledge

of his imprisoned Master; on the other

we behold Peter, the great apostle of
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the Jews, walking the mountain-ranges

of moral power and displaying a sub-

lime courage before which the robed

and mitered power of the temple stood

silent. What had come over this man ?

What had lifted this obscure and un-

known peasant into a position of moral

grandeur and influence that is felt and

admired even to this day, nineteen hun-

dred years after the marvelous trans-

formation? Between the denial of Je-

sus by Peter and the Day of Pentecost

and his arraignment before the Sanhe-

drim but a short time had elapsed, and

the wonderful change in Peter had oc-

curred somehow, in some manner, dur-

ing that interval. The deep conviction

which had entered his mind, that Jesus

had risen from the dead, all the fires of

subsequent persecution could not burn

out of him. The inspiration that .swelled



176 Can It Be False?

his soul and lifted him to a plane oi moral

grandeur which neither he nor those who

knew him even conceived possible in the

case of such a man took possession of

him suddenly, strangely, unaccountably,

and remained with him through all the

scenes of a stormy and eventful life to his

martyr's grave, where he put the seal of

his blood to the sincerity of his convic-

tions and the omnipotence of his faith.

The difficulty of accounting for the

rise and progress and indestructibility

of Christianity is by no means removed

by a simple denial—so easy to make

—

of the account given of Christ and the

apostles in the Gospels and the Acts of

the Apostles. The unbeliever may ar-

bitrarily say : "All this is false ; no such

sermon was ever preached by Peter on

the Day of Pentecost ; no such scenes as

are described ever took place before the
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Sanhedrim ; the details of the lives and

labors of Peter and his colleagues as

given in the Acts of the Apostles—the

whole story is fiction, an invention."

Very well ; Christianity is in the world.

That is a fact, and not a fiction. When
Christ died he left no great or influen-

tial friends in the world. That is a fact,

and not a fiction. Somebody or some-

thing took up his cause and spread it

among the nations, with all the i^owers

of Rome and Jerusalem marshaled in

diabolical combination to suppress it.

That is a fact, and not a fiction. Some-

body or something clothed it in an

armor where the sword of Caesar could

not reach it, nor the spear of the soldier

that was thrust into the side of its

Founder pierce it. That is a fact, and

not a fiction. It lives to-day in mill-

ions of human hearts, and still marches
12
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on in its conquest of the world. That

is a fact, and not a fiction. How did it

get into the world ? Who or what has

sustained its life while before its face

nations have risen and fallen, dynasties

have perished, thrones have crumbled,

kings and conquerors have come and

gone, and it still lives on and on, as

fresh, as young, as warm, as vigorous

as when the heart-throbs of its immor-

tal love beat in the bosom of Peter on

the Day of Pentecost?

Unchanged, undecaying, its Pentecost flame

On the heart's secret altar is burning the same.

What power supports it? what ever-

lasting arms have been around it

through the mutations of time, shield-

ing it from danger and preserving it

from death ? We trace the life of the

humble carpenters son as seemingly

of his own motion he glides noiselessly
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from the hills of Nazareth and begins

his strange mission on the earth, listen

to his teachings as he goes about doing

good, behold him expire on the cross

and go down to the grave, and stand

silent in the presence of what he has

achieved. We follow the footsteps of Pe-

ter as he lays down his nets by the sea-

side to become leader of the little band

of humble men and women that took

up the cause that fell from the Master's

pierced and bleeding hands, and as we

read the story of this poor fisherman's

marvelous career the silence deepens and

the wonder grows. Was Jesus simply a

man? Was Peter only a man without

divine power and inspiration ? He who

can answer these questions in the affirm-

ative is prepared to accept greater mir-

acles than any ascribed to Jesus in the

Gospels.
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Among the three thousand who em-

braced Christianity on the Day of Pen-

tecost under the preaching of Peter

there were doubtless some of the very

men who had cried out " Crucify him !

"

wrhen Pilate sought to evade signing

the death-warrant of Jesus. These were

Jews, for as yet Peter had not offered

the gospel to the Gentiles. But it was

intended for all mankind, Gentile as

well as Jew. This great fact Peter had

not yet taken in, but soon the far-reach-

ing and all-embracing scope of the re-

ligion of Christ was unfolded. The

theater of its operations must be en-

larged. Its first offer was to the Jews,

its first struggles were at Jerusalem,

but it was meant for other peoples and

other lands as well. Under the leader-

ship of Peter it had achieved triumphs

that stamped the seal of divinity upon
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it; but a great organizing mind was

needed to give form and system and

cohesion and organic union to the dif-

ferent societies of Christians that had

sprung up, and to disseminate the glad

tidings among the nations. Christiani-

ty reached forth her hand and laid it on

the head of Saul of Tarsus and anointed

him for the great work—the last man
in Jerusalem or in the world likely to

become a missionary of the hated cross

to the despised Gentiles. "For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither

are my ways your ways, saith the Lord."



III.
Paul.

If the Christian religion is a myth,

a fable, a fraud, the life of St. Paul pre-

sents an enigma very difficult of solu-

tion by the ordinary rules that measure

human conduct, or the recognized influ-

ences that touch the springs of human

action.

The great apostle of the Gentiles was

a Jew. From the time that Moses or-

ganized them as a people, and gave to

them laws and national institutions, the

descendants of Abraham have stood out

on the pages of history as a unique and

peculiar people. Distinguished by the

characteristic of a revealed religion, and

illuminated by the rays of prophetic

light, their wonderful and eventful

(182)
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career is unparalleled in the history of

the human race. Through all the mu-

tations of time and the pressure of sur-

rounding circumstances they have pre-

served and retained the features and

characteristics that separated them

from other peoples and other nations.

Although at some periods of their his-

tory they failed to live up to the light

that was given them, and became infect-

ed with the idolatry of those by whom

they were surrounded, the light was

never allowed to be totally extinguished,

and under the discipline of punishment

and suffering they turned to it for help

and comfort, as the mariner searches

the heavens for his guiding-star when

night and the tempest have gathered

around him. For more than five cent-

uries before the birth of Christ—indeed,

ever after their return from the cap-
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tivity of Babylon to Jerusalem to rebuild

the temple—they abandoned idolatrous

practices, and became steadfast wor-

shipers of one God. True he was in

their estimation the God of Israel and

not of the human race, but in the main

they adhered consistently to their mon-

otheistic principles. Recognizing the

fact that a failure to remain faithful to

the religion and laws once delivered to

them had brought disaster upon them,

they determined by a return to the old

paths and the ancient landmarks to

re-establish their neglected social polity,

and to rehabilitate their wrecked and

wasted nationality. To this end they

resolved to prohibit, as far as possi-

ble, all intercourse with other nations.

They drew around themselves a sacred

circle which none might enter. They

were the elect and chosen people of God,
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and intercourse with other nations out-

side the circumference of the charmed

circle was strictly forbidden. All

foreign and extraneous influences were

religiously excluded, so that nothing

might interfere with the covenant be-

tween them and their God. They shut

themselves up in an exclusiveness and

isolation that barred the entrance to all

outside opinions, culture, and liter-

ature. There was not an aperture

through which the smallest ray of ex-

ternal influence might reach them which

they did not seek to seal against its en-

trance. The whole religious life of the

nation was brought under a discipline

that caused it to move with the regu-

larity and precision of a machine. The

rabbis prescribed rules and formulated

observances for nearly every private

and individual as well as religious act of
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the people. The very food and raiment

and avocations of the people, as well as

their religious worship, were brought

under rabbinical surveillance and con-

trol. The character of the vessels used

in preparing their food and those out of

which they ate it when placed on the

table , the water to be used in the dif-

ferent kinds of cleansings and purifica-

tions of the person and the vessel for

daily use were all prescribed with a

wearisome detail and minute particu-

larity almost incredible. The very aspi-

rations of the human heart in its efforts

to commune with God were made the

subject of specific direction, and prayer

itself was made to obey mechanical

rules and regulations. To become a

learned man among them it was not

only necessary to- commit to memory

the five books of Moses, but to become
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familiar also with the numerous and

voluminous commentaries of the rabbis,

which in itself imposed a labor Hercu-

lean in its character. All other knowl-

edge, all other learning were not only not

worth the time and labor of acquisition,

but were placed under the ban of prohi-

bition. But the path to rabbinical dis-

tinction and honor was open to all, and

the humblest man among them might

aspire to the proudest elevation. The

priesthood was an hereditary order, and

derived its title from Aaron. In time

the rabbis acquired a standing and in-

fluence superior to the position of the

priesthood itself. It was made a relig-

ious duty to teach every child to read,

and every boy was required to learn the

law. All opinions not sanctioned by

the priests and rabbis were repudiated

and condemned as evil, and the people
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were trained in the belief that the sys-

tem of Judaism as proclaimed and ad-

ministered by ecclesiastical authority

was in its minutest details a revelation

from God. The system touched the

private and religious life of the Jew at

every point. It was a close corporation,

that not only fenced the nation in from

all outward intrusion and innovation,

but absorbed the individuality of the

citizen and dried up the fountains of

original thought and shackled the free-

dom of independent action. The time

of the people was employed in a series

of feasts, prayers, alms, fastings, offer-

ings, purifications, observances, and

ceremonies of various kinds which con-

stituted a routine of ecclesiastical tyr-

anny and oppression which made hu-

man life a burden. The divine law,

delivered to them in its wisdom and
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purity, had become corrupted and ob-

scured, and many of its most vital and

essential parts entirely hidden under

the mass of rites and symbols and cer-

emonies and traditions that had been

heaped upon it. But, notwithstanding

this mutilation and profanation of the

law, it must not be lost sight of that the

Jew had a conception of God to which

the Gentile was a stranger. In the

language of another: " There was a

light on all the mountains of Judea

which never shone on Olympus or Par-

nassus." And although the Saviour

had to encounter this ancient and iron-

bound system of Judaism in the estab-

lishment of his kingdom, it must not be

ignored or forgotten that the dispersion

of the Jews had disseminated their re-

ligion and laws widely among the na-

tions. The light from their synagogues
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had thrown its illumination into many

quarters of the world, which would

otherwise have continued to slumber in

the darkness of pagan idolatry and su-

perstition. The soil was thus meas-

urably prepared in many places for

the Great Sower when he came to

scatter the seeds of his new kingdom.

It would be a great mistake to assume

that there were not individual instances

of devout and pious men among the

Jews ; that there were no Israelites

without guile; that there were none

who still retained, in a measure at least,

the spirit that inspired the Psalms of

David, which to this day constitute the

vernacular of the human heart in its

endeavors to commune with God. The

conquests of Alexander had dissemi-

nated the Greek language—" the richest

and most delicate that the world has
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ever seen "—among the nations. It be-

came the happy medium for transmit-

ting the principles and doctrines of

Christianity to mankind. In the course

of time the iron arm of Rome was lifted

among the nations. In the twenty-ninth

year before Christ the Temple of Janus

was closed. The wars of Sylla and

Marius and Pompey and Caesar had re-

sulted in the triumph of Augustus, and

he ruled the nations of the earth at the

birth of Christ. The proud city on the

Tiber was indeed the mistress of the

world. Her arms encircled the nations,

and held them together under one head.

Her power, like the rays of the sun,

penetrated to the most distant lands.

All parts of the world being thus bound

and held together under the powerful

domination and protection of Rome,

the facilities for travel and intercourse
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among its various and widely-separated

parts were multiplied, and communica-

tion was made comparatively easy to all

who owned her sway and bowed to her

scepter. When the wild elements of

war had subsided, and the earth reposed

in the arms of peace, Christ was born.

The religion of Judea, the language of

Greece, and the power of Rome seemed

to have been marshaled to aid his cause,

and the focal rays of three civilizations

to throw their light upon the kingdom he

came to establish—all to be utilized at

the proper time under the providence of

God to promote and carry forward the

grand object of his mission among men.

The old pagan religions were lifeless

forms, with no claim to any vital energy

that could reach the human heart. What
St. Paul calls " the dispensation of the

fullness of time" seemed to have come.
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The political power and national in-

dependence of the Jews, in common with

other nations, had passed under the

Roman yoke and been merged in the do-

minion of the Caesars. Bat this caused

them to cling with all the greater tenac-

ity and devotion to their religion and

laws, as all that was left them to love

and cherish amid the gloom and disas-

ter that had settled upon their fortunes.

But they wore the yoke of foreign con-

quest and alien domination with restless

disdain and sullen submission. They

regarded the presence of Rome on the

sacred soil of Judea as an insult to

heaven and treason to God, and they

looked anxiously for his avenging arm

to be lifted to smite and expel the im-

pious invader.

Among the parties or sects into which

the Jews had drifted the Pharisees were
13
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the most powerful and influential. They

stood at the front in their zeal and de-

votion to the traditions of their fathers,

the excellency of their law, and the su-

periority of their religion. They were

the propagandists, the missionaries of

Judaism. It was the Pharisee who

compassed sea and land to make one

proselyte. Enthusiastic in their devo-

tion to the glory of Israel, they were

revolutionary and aggressive in their

efforts to restore to their suffering

country her lost liberties and ancient

renown. They held their God pledged

to redeem Israel. They expected him

to send one who, placing himself at their

head, with all the pomp of an earthly

hero, and all the prestige of heaven's

vicegerent, should expel the legions of

Caesar and re-establish with even more

than its former glory the fallen throne
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of David. The Messiah for whom they

looked and longed and prayed was to

be a belted warrior who would lead the

invincible armies of Israel to certain

and glorious victory against the ab-

horred and hated foe. The idea of a

Messiah who should reform their wor-

ship, purify their morals, or improve

their religion was far from them. In

the estimation of the rulers of Israel

they needed no reformation of life or

religion. With their fifty-nine feasts a

year, and their endless rites and cere-

monies and fasts and prayers, they were

as holy as they could possibly be made.

Between the Messiah of their conception

and expectation and Jesus of Nazareth

it is difficult to imagine a wider diver-

gence or a more essentially radical and

profound difference. The Babe of Beth-

lehem and the peasant raised in seclu-
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sion amid the bills of Nazareth brought

with him, when he entered upon his

public ministry, none of the credentials

calculated to propitiate the favor of

those who looked for a conquering hero

who was to come with all the imposing

pomp of earthly splendor, re-enforced

by the power of Israel's God, to transfer

the seat of universal empire from Rome

to Jerusalem. He was the last one to

fill the conditions and meet the Jewish

conception of the expected Messiah, not

only because of his humble origin and

obscure life and unobtrusive bearing,

but the doctrine he taught, the princi-

ples he sought to inculcate and promul-

gate were utterly subversive of the vast

and complicated ceremonial system

which the priests and rabbis had built

upon the ruins of the faith once deliv-

ered to the saints. An attack upon
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their system was an assault upon their

social position, their ecclesiastical dig-

nity and authority, as well as their

means of livelihood. His teachings,

therefore, could not fail to arrest atten-

tion and provoke opposition from that

quarter. The instinct of self-preserva-

tion co-operated with bigotry, ecclesias-

tical pride and ambition, and the obsti-

nate conservatism of vested rights to

put down and suppress the bold in-

novator. From the beginning of his

public ministry they viewed him with

no friendly eye and watched him with

suspicion. As his ministry proceeded

their distrust of him increased. In all

his wanderings through Judea and Gal-

ilee, and the regions round about, their

spies shadowed his journeys, dogged his

footsteps, and reported his utterances

and actions. Humble as he was in his
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origin, modest and unassuming as he

had been in his growth to manhood, the

multitudes that his authoritative teach-

ings and wonderful works attracted to

him signalized him as one not to be de-

spised. The Sermon on the Mount Avas

a declaration of spiritual independence,

an emancipation proclamation that an-

nounced the freedom of the people

from the thralldom in which ecclesias-

tical tyranny and oppression had bound

their very souls. They determined to

crush him, and constantly sought an oc-

casion when they might consummate

their settled purpose to suppress him

and his distasteful and dangerous doc-

trines. The tragedy of Calvary wit-

nessed the culmination of their prede-

termined design to exterminate him and

prevent the spread of his teachings.

The Pharisees took a leading part in
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this, as in every important event that

affected the interest of Judaism.

To this powerful and aggressive party

Saul of Tarsus belonged. He was in

thorough sympathy with them in all

their religious views and political aspi-

rations. He was a Hebrew of the He-

brews—a Pharisee and the son of a

Pharisee. From his infancy he had

been thus trained and indoctrinated;

he imbibed their prejudices and prin-

ciples with his mother's milk; and

when he grew to an age to pursue his

education away from the paternal roof,

while he was yet a boy, not exceeding

ten or twelve years of age perhaps, he

was sent by his parents from Tarsus to

Jerusalem and placed under the tute-

lage of the renowned and learned Ga-

maliel, who was likewise a Pharisee, to

complete his education. In speaking
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of his life up to the time of his conver-

sion to Christianity he says of himself:

" After the straitest sect of our religion

I lived a Pharisee." There can be no

doubt on this point. In his very warp

and woof and essence and fiber he was

unquestionably a Pharisee. All that

the strict and painstaking discipline of

the system into which he was born

could do to mold the mind and heart

in the principles and ambition of a

Jewish child, and to ground him in the

faith, was done in his case. His sym-

pathy with the Jerusalem hierarchy

and the rabbinical coterie that wrung

from the temporizing Pilate a reluctant

death-sentence in the case of the Jews

against Jesus was thorough and pro-

found. From the period when he left

Tarsus, a small boy, to enter the school

of Gamaliel at Jerusalem to the mar-



Paul 201

tyrdom of Stephen the record is silent

as to his history. These periods cover

a considerable space of time. Whether,

after completing his education at Jeru-

salem, he returned to his father's house

at Tarsus or continued to reside in Je-

rusalem is a matter of conjecture; but

he was certainly in Jerusalem before

the death of Stephen, and took a lead-

ing part with the mob that murdered

him. Between the time when he first

entered Jerusalem as a boy and the

death of Stephen great and startling

events had transpired. Jesus had per-

formed his mighty works in Galilee and

Judea and the regions round about Je-

rusalem. He had been condemned by

the Jews and crucified by Pilate, had

been buried, and, as his disciples

claimed, had arisen from the dead.

The Day of Pentecost, with its wonder-
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ful displays of divine power, had come

and gone. Peter and John were preach-

ing Jesus and the resurrection through-

out Jerusalem, and had been twice ar-

rested and brought as prisoners before

the Great Council, who had been forced,

as we have seen, by public opinion, to

discharge them. Thousands were flock-

ing to the standard of the cross, and

all Jerusalem was in commotion over

the strange things that were transpir-

ing. The efforts of the rulers to sup-

press the friends of Jesus had only re-

sulted in intensifying their zeal and in-

creasing the spread of their doctrines

among the people. It was not long be-

fore the zealous and successful labors of

Stephen led to the arrest and arraign-

ment before the Council of that fearless

and devoted herald of the cross. Saul

of Tarsus was present at his trial, if in-
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deed he did not cause his arrest. lie

heard the defense of Stephen, who re-

viewed the history of the Jews from

Abraham to Moses and from Moses to

Christ, whom he declared to be the Mes-

siah, and boldly charged the judges be-

fore whom he stood with having mur-

dered him. On two occasions prior to

this, as has been seen, Peter had thrown

this charge into their teeth, and they

had been compelled by circumstances be-

yond their control to curb their indigna-

tion and submit. It was to them a sore

subject—a charge which, in the existing

state of the public mind, they felt seri-

ously menaced their personal safety and

cast a reproach upon them, under which

they grew the more impatient and intol-

erant theoftener it wasrepeated. When,

therefore, Stephen repeated the accusa-

tion, their rage broke through all re-



204 Can It Be False?

straint. The case was desperate, and de-

manded heroic treatment. Forgetting

the dignity of their position, and obliv-

ious of the judicial character in which

they had convened, regardless of all the

legal rights of the prisoner, they became

a wild and tumultuous mob intent on

taking the life of their victim without

even the formality of a judicial sentence.

Conspicuous in this work was " a young

man named Saul." Stephen was stoned

to death, and the blood of the first martyr

mingled with that of his Master upon

the red hands of his murderers. The

fierce and implacable leaders of the

temple had chosen their course, and, to

use a modern but expressive phrase,

determined to "stamp out" this new

and dangerous heresy. We use the

phrase in reference to cattle infected

with pleuro-pneumonia, and the process
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consists in killing those that have con-

tracted the disease to prevent its spread.

The same process was determined upon

by these guilty, infuriated, and fright-

ened leaders to prevent the dissemina-

tion of Christianity by killing those who

had become tainted with the dreaded and

alarming infection. Foremost among

those who went forth in the carnival of

persecution to carry out this programme

of blood was Saul of Tarsus. Young,

zealous, fearless, and ambitious, he per-

formed his part with relentless and re-

morseless cruelty and oppression. Xoth-

ing restrained him. Not even the sao-e

suggestions and moderate and conserv-

ative counsels of his old preceptor, Ga-

maliel, served to cool his ardor or stay

his hand, lie invaded, ruthlessly and

brutally, the very sanctity of domestic

life, and spared neither age nor sex.
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The sacred historian thus summarizes

his exploits and labors :
" But Saul laid

waste the Church, entering into every

house, and haling men and women com-

mitted them to prison." The terror-

stricken disciples of Christ fled from

the city in every direction. After a

thorough canvass of Jerusalem he de-

termined to <so out on a missionary tour

to hunt down those who had made their

escape and fled to other places to avoid

his merciless persecution. He applied

to the high-priest for letters of authority

to Damascus, that he might arrest all

whom he could find in that city. Deep

in the confidence and counsels of the

leaders of his people, thoroughly in

sympathy with their plans and policy,

it was the pride of his life and the

height of his ambition to put forth every

effort in his power to carry out the pur-
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pose which they had so much at heart.

Whether he had been all the while a

resident of Jerusalem since the begin-

ning of the public ministry of Christ or

had spent a portion of that time at Tar-

sus, he felt too profound an interest in

all the questions that had arisen not to

have been thoroughly informed on every

phase of the controversy and not to have

been familiar with every step that had

been taken in the premises, both by the

Jerusalem leaders and the disciples of

Christ. The public ministry of Jesus,

culminating in his crucifixion, the ca-

reer of his apostles in Jerusalem after

his death, had created too profound an

impression and given the leaders of

Israel too much uneasiness and alarm

for one occupying the position of a

rabbi and a member of the Sanhedrim,

as Saul did, to have been ignorant of
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any material fact that had transpired or

any important step that had been taken.

According to his own account he must

have been present as a member of the

court where Christians were tried and

condemned to death. In these trials he

must have become conversant, if he was

not before, with the whole subject. He
says himself, in speaking of what he did

in Jerusalem : "And I both shut up

many of the saints in prisons, having

received authority from the chief priests,

and when they were put to death, I gave

my vote against them." He had there-

fore trodden under foot and thrown

from him with scorn all the credentials

that Christianity had presented for his

consideration in attestation of its divine

origin and its truth, and remained not

only unchanged, unconvinced, and un-

converted, but stood forth its sworn,
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active, and aggressive foe. The lessons

of his infancy and youth, the wonderful

discipline of the religion in which he

was born and reared, the bias of edu-

cation, his associations at Jerusalem,

the proud position which, though a

young man, he had won among the

fathers and the great and learned men

of Israel, his pride in the glorious his-

tory and traditions of his race—all con-

spired to make him the very incarnation

of religious intolerance and ecclesiastic-

al ambition. Thus grounded, thus in-

doctrinated, thus inspired, burning with

a desire to inscribe his name high on the

roll of honor, this rising vouno; Israel-

ite, bearing the high commission of the

hierarchy, set out from Jerusalem to the

ancient city of Damascus believing, as

firmly as he believed the temple stood,

that Jesus was an impostor and that
14
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his religion was a pestiferous heresy

which loyalty to Israel and Israel's

God demanded should be exterminated.

Thoroughly versed in the learning of

his day, endowed with an intellect of

the very first order, inflexible in pur-

pose, tireless in energy, zealous, enthu-

siastic, aggressive in whatever he un-

dertook, and a stranger to fear, he was

invaluable as a friend and dangerous as

an enemy to any cause he might espouse

or oppose. Among all their shining-

ranks, the rulers of the Jews could have

found no lieutenant better equipped at

every point to complete their recent

victory by the pursuit and capture of

the scattered and flying disciples of

Christ. And the fact must not be for-

gotten that Saul did not proceed on this

expedition as a subaltern sent by a su-

perior officer to execute an unpleasant
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and disagreeable order. lie was a vol-

unteer, and applied for the commission.

The distance from Jerusalem to Da-

mascus by the usually-traveled route was

about one hundred and thirty-six miles,

and the journey by the ordinary mode

of travel would be made probably in

about six days. We have none of the

incidents or details of the expedition on

the way. In about ten days, or at far-

thest two weeks, after he left Jerusa-

lem with his escort, or posse comitatas,

this man is found preaching Jesus and

the resurrection in the synagogues of

Damascus! A more profound transfor-

mation, a more radical revolution, a

more thorough change in the heart, mind,

views, purposes—in fact, in the entire

nature and character—of a man can not

be conceived. That some overpower-

ing influence, some miqhtv and irresist-
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ible agency was brought to bear on him

between Jerusalem and Damascus, or

soon after his arrival at the latter place,

can not be controverted. From what

source did that mighty transforming in-

fluence, that transmuting and revolu-

tionizing power, that mental and moral

convulsion emanate?

The jDower and process by which the

astounding change was wrought are

given by Luke in the Acts of the Apos-

tles and twice by Saul himself—once

before the Jews at Jerusalem, and again

before King Agrippa at Caesarea.

Briefly, the account given in the sacred

record is as follows : When he came

near Damascus, at midday, a great light

from heaven shone round about him

and those who were in company with

him. They all witnessed it and expe-

rienced its effect. He fell to the ground,
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and heard a voice saying: "Saul, Saul,

why persecutest thou me?" Although

greatly surprised and startled by the

wonderful display, he seems not to have

lost his mind, but responded: "Lord,

who art thou?" The reply came: " I

am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per-

secutest." He then said to the un-

expected and mysterious apparition

:

" What shall I do, Lord ? " The reply

came : "Arise, and go into Damascus

;

and there it shall be told thee of all

things which are appointed for thee to

do." He arose to go, but found that he

was blind and could not see the way,

and had to be led by those who were

with him. He was taken to a house in

the city, where he remained for three

days in a state of total blindness, and

partaking of no food or nourishment

during that time. At the end of that
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time he was visited by one Ananias,

and what took place then is thus re-

corded in the account given by Saul to

the Jews in Jerusalem : "And one An-

anias, a devout man according to the

law, well reported of by all the Jews

that dwelt there, came unto me, and

standing by me said unto me, Brother

Saul, receive thy sight. And in that

very hour I looked upon him. And he

said, The God of our fathers hath ap-

pointed thee to know his will, and to see

the Righteous One, and to hear a voice

from his mouth. For thou shalt be a

witness for him unto all men of what

thou hast seen and heard. And now

why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap-

tized, and wash away thy sins, calling

on his name." He then took food and

was. strengthened. . .: _.

2vow if this, account of the cause and
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manner of the marvelous transformation

which took j)lace in the man be ac-

cepted as true, the question of the res-

urrection of Christ and the divinity of

his religion must be received as true.

But of course those who deny the claim

of Christianity to a divine origin are

not prepared to accept this account

which Saul has given of his conversion.

It has been suggested that he was the

victim of a shrewd and artfully-planned

scheme of deception and imposition.

But who among those who may be sup-

posed to have been friendly to such a

design was capable of conceiving and

executing such a plan ? Whence came

the great light, excelling in splendor

the brightness of an Eastern sun ? Who
furnished the fire-works that produced

the phenomenal illumination at mid-

day? Who represented or personated
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Jesus in the- conversation that took

place ? Whence came the power that

struck Saul blind for three days, and

then restored him to sight as suddenly

as he had been deprived of it? The

manifestations that are detailed as hav-

ing taken place were clearly beyond the

exercise of any merely human power.

Any hypothesis, therefore, based on the

idea that the followers of Christ con-

cocted and produced the wonderful phe-

nomena must be discarded as unworthy

of serious consideration. Again, it has

been said that Saul, although honest

and sincere in the statement made, was

laboring under a mistake or a delusion.

This solution of the difficulty is equally

unworthy of acceptance. To refer the

numerous facts stated to delusion or

mistake is simply to discredit and dis-

card human testimony as an instru-
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mentality in the establishment of facts.

To say that a man who tells such a

story thought he was telling the truth,

although what he narrates did not occur

at all, is simply to trifle with the sub-

ject. As he traveled along the highway

in company with his friends, he Anew

whether that supernatural light ap-

peared or not, and whether it struck the

whole party with consternation or not.

lie knew whether he was in a state of

total blindness for the space of three

days or not. He knew whether he ab-

stained from all food fur three days or

not. He knew when he arose from the

ground to go into Damascus whether he

was able to see the road or not. He
knew whether he had to be led by his

friends -or not. He knew whether his

sight was restored to him as suddenly as

he had lost it. lie gives the conversa-
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tion in detail that passed between the

strange person and himself. He had

that conversation, or he invented it. He
knew whether or not he had the inter-

view which he relates with Ananias

after he gut into the city. What he

states as having transpired between

himself and Ananias occurred, or he

manufactured the story. In a word, the

account he has given of his conversion

is true or it is false, it is made up of

real facts or conscious falsehoods. If

a man is not allowed to know such facts

as are detailed by Saul let him stand

universally discredited as a competent

witness to prove any fact. Reader, put

yourself in Saul's place—for he is your

equal in point of candor and intelligence,

whatever your claims to sincerity or

ability may ber

Suppose you start with a party of
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friends to go to the city of New York,

and afterward publish an account of your

trip, in which you state that when the

party arrived in sight of the city, about

12 o'clock in the clay, suddenly a great

light, far exceeding in splendor the light

of the sun, illuminated the way, filling

the whole company with alarm, so much

so that you fell to the ground ; and as you

lay there had a conversation with a man

who accosted vou ; narrate what he said

to you and what you said to him ; that

he finally told you to go into the city of

New York and you should there receive

further instructions ; that when you

arose to go you found that you were

blind and could not see the road, and

had to be led by the friends who were

with you ; that you were taken to a cer-

tain house in the city, and staid there

for three days in a state of total blind-
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ness, not eating a morsel or drinking a

drop during the whole time ; that at the

end of the three days a certain well-

known man of character and standing,

whose name you give, came to you and

spoke to you, and immediately your

sight w7as restored. Now, if you are in

your right mind when you pen such a

narrative, can there be any doubt that

you know and must know whether you

are telling the truth or writing a false-

hood ? And will you not know further

that every member of your party will

stand ready to support it if true, and to

brand it as a lie if false, including the

reputable citizen with whom you claim

to have had the interview in the city?

Your sanity being conceded when you

state the facts, one of two things must fol-

low : you have told the truth or penned

a deliberate and conscious falsehood.
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Mistake in the premises is inadmissi-

ble. If not, then human testimony is

inadmissible to establish facts. The

facts stated are too numerous, they are

of a character too impressive, and to

Saul involved consequences too vital

and important for him as a sane man
to be deceived or mistaken as to whether

they occurred or not. There is no pre-

tense that Saul was insane or demented

at the time he makes the statements

contained in the account of his conver-

sion. When he appeared bjefore Agrip-

pa at Csesarea, and had finished his ac-

count before the king, Festus, who was

present and heard the statement, not

questioning the sincerity of Saul at all,

seems to have referred his marvelous

narration to mental aberration, and

exclaimed in a loud voice: "Paul, thou

art beside thvself; much 1earning doth
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make thee mad." With a dignity be-

coming the solemnity of the theme on

which he had spoken, and a courtesy due

to the presence in which he stood, he re-

j)liecl :

UI am not mad, most noble Fes-

tus, but speak the words of truth and

soberness!" To this account of his con-

version he adhered with undeviating

consistency throughout all the remain-

der of his life, again and again in the

most solemn and impressive manner

affirming its truth in his Epistles and

to the brethren and the Churches. No

one will have the rashness to assert

that the author of the Epistle to the

Romans, the Epistle to the Corinthians,

and of the other productions that bear

his name, which have survived the rav-

ages of time, and are destined to live far

into the unmeasured future, was a man

of unsound mind or feeble understand-
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ing. Taking into account the life of

Paul prior to his conversion and his

career after that time, every reasonable

hypothesis is logically excluded from

the premises except that of the truth or

falsehood of his story.

Let us then consider the question on

the supposition that his account is false,

that he drew on his imagination for his

facts, and that the whole narrative was

concocted and invented by its author to

excuse and cover his defection from Ju-

daism, and to justify his acceptance of

Christianity, and that no divine or su-

pernatural agency figured at all as a

factor in producing the result. The

question still rises and demands of fair-

minded men an answer: What consid-

erations, what agency produced the

change?

After he left Jerusalem did some of
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the apostles or friends of Jesus meet

him on the way to Damascus, and by

reference to the Jewish Scriptures make

an argument that convinced him that

Christ was the Messiah and that his

religion was divine? Who among the

unlearned and humble men who com-

posed the chosen twelve was capable, of

giving to this learned rabbi and pupil

of Gamaliel any new light upon such a

question? Intellectually and in his

familiarity with those Scriptures he was

vastly the superior of any one of them

or all of them combined. And who

among all the disciples of Jesus would

have ventured to approach him at that

time? Were they not fleeing like scat-

tered sheep from this very man, and hid-

ing among the rocks and hills and mount-

ains to escape his vindictive and unre-

lenting pursuit and persecution? As
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well expect the lamb to accost the hun-

gry wolf in the solitude of the forest,

and attempt to convince him that it was

wrong to devour innocent lambs. As

well expect the timid dove to come from

her covert and meet the prowling hawk

in the air, and by an argument convince

him that it was wrong to soil his talons

or stain his beak in the blood of a poor

little dove. There is no intimation that

he had any such interview with any of

the disciples on the way to Damascus,

and the circumstances make it certain

that he did not; and besides, what new

argument or fact had disciple or apostle

to present to one who heard the argu-

ment of Stephen, and responded with a

shout to the mob to kill him? What
additional reasons had any of the fol-

lowers of Christ to lay before the man

upon whom Christianity had exhausted
15
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all the evidences and arguments she had

to offer before he left Jerusalem
1

? And

then, if he had been honestly convinced

by any argument or any fact from any

quarter of the truth of Christianity, the

fabrication of a stupendous falsehood

to excuse or account for his acceptance

of it would have been the last thing he

would have thought of doing; for no

sincere votary of the Christian relig-

ion has ever conceived the idea that a

falsehood furnished him a passport to

heaven. That some great and over-

powering influence from some quarter

and of some character was exerted on

him between Jerusalem and Damascus,

and within the space of a week or ten

clays, has been already suggested, and,

indeed, goes without saying. If the as-

sumption that a divine or supernatural

power intervened be discarded—if the
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story which ascribes his conversion to

any such source is an invention and a

fraud—the whole question is relegated,

of course, for its solution to the domain

of merely human motives and human

instrumentalities. Moving on this

level, men are not indifferent to tem-

poral prosperity or worldly preferment.

They do not throw away lightly the ad-

vantages that fortune has placed in their

hands or the prospects that ambition

holds out to their attainment. A man

such as all will admit Saul of Tarsus

was, in point of ability and respectabil-

ity, does not change the convictions

and opinions of a life-time without a

cause. If light from heaven did not

break on him and convert him, from

what quarter did the influences come

that revolutionized his life? lie was

not driven into opposition to Judaism
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by any disappointment in his aspira-

tions or any disagreement with the

leaders of the Jerusalem hierarchy. No

one of his age stood higher in the confi-

dence and esteem of the great men of

his nation than this brilliant and ac-

complished young rabbi, and no one

had brighter j^ospects or more well-

grounded hopes of future distinction

and renown among his people. At the

very time he renounced Judaism and

embraced Christianity he had the com-

mendatory letter of the high-priest in

his pocket. What did this renunciation

of the old religion and the adoption of

the new by him involve, viewed from a

worldly or human stand-point?

His acceptance of Christ as the Mes-

siah necessarily implied an admission

or a charge on his part that the rulers

of Israel, with whom he had been on
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terms of the most intimate friendship

and confidence, were guilty of the hor-

rible crime of crucifying the Son of God.

In view of his relations with those dis-

tinguished men, whose cause he had

espoused with an earnestness and en-

thusiasm that must have greatly en-

deared him to them, it must have cost

him a struggle which few earthly consid-

erations could induce an honorable man

to overcome, to place himself in the at-

titude of betraying their friendship and

alienating their affections, and bringing

on their names an everlasting reproach.

He knew—it was impossible for him not

to know—that he would forfeit the re-

spect and esteem of all those whose good

opinion it had been his pride to wear

as a crown of glory. Gamaliel, the re-

vered and learned jireceptor under

whose guidance his principles had been



230 Can It Be False?

formed and his life had been aligned,

would regard him as having proved

recreant to all the lessons and training

of his youth. The high-priest and the

Sanhedrim would look upon him as a

traitor to all that was glorious and

sacred in the history and traditions of

Israel, and as a base deserter who had

gone over to the enemy he had been

commissioned to capture. But the sur-

render of the proud position he had

once occupied, the splendid reputation

he had won, the brilliant promise of

future distinction and renown that beck-

oned him onward and upward, the loss

of the confidence and respect of his

former friends and associates, potential

as such considerations are with a man

of true and honorable instincts, were

not the only dispiriting and unwelcome

reflections that would press themselves
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upon him as he contemplated the step

lie was about to take. He knew in addi-

tion that he must necessarily incur the

undying hatred and active malice of all

those who were in any manner respon-

sible for the crucifixion of Christ. What-

ever others might think or do, he knew

that those men with whom he had been

in an alliance and sympathy as close as

can subsist among men could not afford

to have their murdered victim accepted

by the people of Israel as the Messiah.

Such a result, even if it did not imperii

their personal safety, could not fail to

blast their names with a reproach which

time would be too short to obliterate.

He knew that they had determined to

crush out, by the strong arm of perse-

cution and punishment, the rising sen-

timent which proclaimed Jesus as the

Messiah, and that their policy had been
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adopted under the pressure of the fear-

fid consideration that such a result as

Jesus being recognized as the Messiah

would be disastrous to all who had been

instrumental in his death. To this

policy, as has been seen, Saul himself

was committed soul and body. When,

therefore, he gave in his adhesion to the

truth of the claims which the followers

of Christ were making, he knew very

well that persecution, stripes, imprison-

ment, and perhaps death, awaited him.

But he laid aside his proud position as

a Jewish rabbi and a member of the

Sanhedrim, the admiration and confi-

dence of all the leading men of Israel,

a bright and glorious future that loomed

up before him, to become—what? A
loathed and hunted and hounded mis-

sionary of the cross. Why did he make
such a change and such a choice? He
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has answered the question, but the un-

believer says his answer is false. Then

let such a one suggest an answer that

will stand the test of reason and human

experience. If the account he has given

is false his motives do not rise above

the plane of worldly ambition and self-

ishness. ye who brand him with

falsehood, point out upon the path he

elected to tread any laurel that human
ambition could hope to gather, any of

the rewards that selfishness could ex-

pect to reap, or any of the ends that

hypocrisy could desire to achieve.

Christianity never sought to dazzle the

eye of human ambition by displaying

positions of worldly renown— to enlist

the friendship of the avaricious by prom-

ises of wealth, or to win the favor of the

hypocrite and dissembler by suggesting

schemes to cheat mankind. And if she



234 Can It Be False?

had attempted to hold out such rewards

to those who were seeking to better their

worldly estate her condition at the time

Saul of Tarsus espoused her cause of-

fered a poor guaranty of her ability to

meet such expectations or to redeem

such promises, with her Founder cruci-

fied as a criminal, and her humble vo-

taries flying in consternation and dis-

may before the uplifted arm of perse-

cution. As a mere matter of choice,

men do not prefer ignominy and dis-

grace to a proud position and influ-

ence among their fellow -men; they

do not voluntarily exchange wealth for

poverty, the smiles and approval of

life-long friends for their contempt and

scorn and hate, the temple of Jerusa-

lem for a dungeon, or a life crowded

with honors and congenial associations

for the lash of persecution and the
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curses of the world. It is not in human

nature to so act. Yet such was the

course pursued by Saul, if the account

he has given of his conversion is a fab-

rication invented by him to cover up a

life of imposture and deception. In all

the range of human motives, in all the

complex and multiform ramifications of

the springs of human action, no reason-

able solution of the conduct of this man
can be found on the hypothesis that the

account he has given of his conversion

is a falsehood. On the theory of his

insincerity, and a purpose on his part to

impose a conscious fraud upon the

world, his life is a riddle, the key to

'which has been lost. His career and

history up to the time when he left Je-

rusalem for Damascus, as the trusted

and commissioned agent of the Jewish

authorities to carrv out their chosen
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and settled policy toward Christianity,

were, as has been seen, all that a rising

and ambitious young man could hope or

desire in the ancient commonwealth of

Israel. To turn his back upon such a

record, and enter upon a career of

shame and humiliation and persecution

and suffering and danger, presents for

our candid consideration a marvel and

a mystery, the solution of which must

be sought elsewhere than on the line of

human ambition, self-aggrandizement,

or hypocrisy.

But the change that came over him

at Damascus consisted not merely of a

revolution in his views and opinions of

the Messianic character of Jesus, but

involved a complete transformation of

heart, spirit—the whole moral nature.

Not only did the crucified malefactor

become in his estimation the chosen one
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of God, and his despised religion take

on a glory far transcending all the glory

that had ever crowned Judaism or been

displayed in the temple ; but this bitter,

malignant, and uncompromising perse-

cutor was transformed into a broad, lib-

eral, tolerant, and devoted friend and

lover of the whole human race. The

moss-grown wall of partition between

the Jew and the Gentile, like the walls

of Jericho, had fallen before him at the

blast of some trumpet. The moral ele-

vation on which he stood at Damascus,

compared with the fierce and bitter

spirit that burned in his heart when he

left Jerusalem, was as the sun-kissed

and heaven-crowned summit of the

mountain-top to the malarial fens and

marshes that lie at its base. What

arm lifted him from the miasmatic fogs

and noxious vapors of cruelty and per-
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secution, and planted his feet firmly on

the lofty summit of religious toleration

and universal brotherhood, far in ad-

vance of the nation to which he belonged

and of the age in which he lived ? What
mighty hand wielded the hammer that

broke the incrusted shell of Judaism

in which his very soul had been molded

and set his imprisoned spirit free, glow-

ing with the inspiration of a new hope

and soaring on wings elastic with the

energy of a new faith ? What deft and

cunning fingers uncoiled the serpent of

hate from around his heart and caused

all its chords to tremble with the music

of a new song ?

Saul at Jerusalem and Saul at Da-

mascus! Look upon that picture, and

then upon this ! Name the artist that

wrought the mighty change, and say

whether, in causing the wonderful trans-
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formation to stand out in living hues

upon the canvas, he clipped his magic

brush in the colors of earth or heaven.

Orators have put their fancy and rhet-

oric and eloquence under tribute to

eulogize the intellect and the moral and

physical courage of the man. That he

was a man of great intellect the writ-

ings he has left behind him fully attest.

That he possessed both moral and phys-

ical courage in a high degree none will

deny. But these were nature's gifts,

and he brought them with him from

Jerusalem. These natural endowments

in which he stood pre-eminent, and

shared perhaps in common with other

great men, are not what is now pro-

posed to be emphasized, but the change

of heart at Damascus and the moral

grandeur that thenceforth marked his

extraordinary career. Ever after the
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time of his alleged conversion there

breathes through all the writings he

has left us the widest and profoundest

love for the whole human race, the Jew

and the Gentile alike, and upon no oc-

casion, under no provocation, however

trying, does he give the least counte-

nance or encouragement to persecution

for opinion's sake. Whence came this

sweet and gentle and all-loving spirit

that sung like an angel in his heart for

twenty-five years of the most devoted

and heroic life recorded in the annals

of time?

The persecution which he well knew

must follow the enrollment of his name

on the roster of the stricken and fleeing

disciples of Christ commenced while he

was yet at Damascus. After his con-

version he began " straightway " to pro-

claim Jesus and the resurrection in the
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synagogues of that city. The Jews, ex-

asperated and outraged beyond measure

at what they regarded as his base deser-

tion and flagrant treason, determined to

slay him, and had all the streets of the

city guarded to prevent his flight. But

at night a few faithful friends let him

down through the walls of the city, and

he eluded the vengeance of his enemies.

Bat whither should he fly for safety?

The disciples of Christ feared him and

were hiding from him, and the rancor

of the Jews left him no hope of mercy

from that quarter. What must have

been the sense of isolation and loneli-

ness that came over him as in the dark-

ness of the night he alighted from that

basket outside the walls of Damascus'.'

lie dare not return to Jerusalem. The

world was full of enemies, and had but

few friends lor him. lie says that when
1G
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Christ gave him his commission to

preach the gospel he "conferred not

with flesh and blood." "Neither went

I up to Jerusalem to them which were

apostles before me: but I went away

into Arabia." As in the solitude and

gloom of night he turned his lonely

footsteps toward Arabia, how 'the past in

all its vividness must have come up be-

fore him ! The martyrdom of Stephen,

in which he had borne such a conspicu-

ous part; the cruelties which he had

inflicted upon the humble disciples of

Christ ; what the authorities at Jerusa-

lem were saying, and how they were

feeling over his conduct since he left

that city bearing their commission,

which he had failed to execute ; how his

friends and associates were abashed and

chagrined and disappointed when the

news of his defection was confirmed—all
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this and much more must have passed

through his mind as he turned his back

upon the associations and memories of

a life-time, and took his lonely way

under the silent stars into an enforced

exile!

Neither tho head nor heart of the

man is to be envied who can read the

story of Saul's subsequent life and sub-

lime death, and doubt the absolute hon-

esty of his purpose and the profound

convictions of his soul, when at Damas-

cus he laid down the commission of the

high-priest to persecute, and took up

the commission of Jesus to preach. The

patience with which he met every trial

and endured every contradiction ; the

courage with which he encountered

every danger and faced every foe; the

equanimity and fortitude with which he

moved forward to the discharge of every



244 Can It Be False?

duty, without a murmur, without a com-

plaint, coveting no man's money, utterly

indifferent to the praise or the censure of

the world, working with his own hands

for the bread that sustained his life;

without bitterness, without revenge;

laboring and jDraying for the good of

those who cursed him and maltreated

him as well as for the welfare of those

who loved him—all demonstrate, beyond

reasonable cavil or doubt, an intense

earnestness and a sublime purpose that

looked forward with unwavering faith

to an inheritance " incorruptible, unde-

nted, and that fadeth not away," Writ-

ing to the Corinthians, he said: Five

times I received from the Jews forty

stripes save one; thrice was I scourged

with the Roman rods, once I was stoned,

thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and

a day I have spent in the open sea : in
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journeyings often, in perils of rivers,

in perils of robbers, in perils from my
countrymen, in perils from the heathen,

in perils in the city, in perils in the

wilderness, in perils in the sea, in

perils among false brethren : in toil

and weariness, often in sleepless watch-

ings; in hunger and thirst, often without

bread to eat; in cold and nakedness.

And besides all the rest, there is the

crowd which presses upon me daily,

and the care of all the Churches. Who
is weak, but I share his weakness?

Who is caused to fall, but I burn with

indignation ? If I needs must boast, I

. will boast of my weakness. God, who is

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who is blessed forever, knows that 1 lie

not. And to the Philippians he says:

" I have learned, in whatever state I am,

therewith to be content. I know both
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how to be abased and how to abound;

everywhere and in all things I am
instructed both to be full and to be

hungry, both to abound and to suffer

need." And again, as he compares

the present with the past, he says

:

•
' But what things were gain to me,

those I counted loss for Christ. Yea

doubtless, and I count all things but

loss for the excellency of the knowl-

edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for

whom I have stiffere'd the loss of all

things, and do count them but dung,

that I may win Christ/' The contrast

between his past life and what his life

had been since his conversion must have,

often occurred to him. But never in

the midst of the fiercest persecutions,

the most humiliating and degrading

punishment, the utmost destitution or

the gravest danger, was he known to
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express a single regret for the course

he had taken or a doubt of the divine

source from which he claimed to draw

the inspiration and the strength to meet

evTery fate with sublime courage and

serene equanimity, exclaiming amid it

all :
" I am troubled on every side, yet

not distressed; perplexed, but not in

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;

cast down, but not destroyed."

The Jews never forgave him for what

they regarded his treason and desertion

of the religion of his fathers. With a

vengeance that never relaxed and a

malice that never slept, they pursued

him to the grave. They must also have

recognized in him the master spirit of

the new and hated faith. His was the

great mind, inspired and directed by

the Spirit that entered his soul at Da-

mascus, that organized Christianity in
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the East, and pushed its conquests into

imperial Rome and into the very house-

hold of Csesar. Before his last visit to

Jerusalem, and while on the way, he had

premonitions of the fate that would

await him there. At Miletus, where

he had his last and most affecting in-

terview with the Ephesian elders, he

tells them that the future has nothing

in store for him but afflictions and

bonds. But sublimely rising above all

human suffering and clanger, he ex-

claims in the presence of his weeping

friends: "But none of these things

move me, neither count I my life dear

unto myself, so that I might finish my
course with joy, and the ministry, which

I have received of the Lord Jesus,

to testify the gospel of the grace

of God." After his arrival at Cresarea

his friends importuned him with tears
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not to go to Jerusalem, as only Jewish

vengeance awaited him there. But his

purpose was fixed, and nothing could

turn him from it. lie replied to their

entreaties and affectionate solicitude for

his safety : " What mean ye to weep and

to break mine heart? for I am ready

not to be bound only, but also to die at

Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Je-

sus." He went to Jerusalem. The re-

sult is known. lie was soon in the

hands of a Jewish mob, who clamored

for his blood, and would have taken his

life if in the uproar he had not been

rescued by the Roman soldiery who

went out to quell the riot, lie asked

permission of the captain of the soldiers

to address the crowd. This being

granted, he proceeded to give a full

and circumstantial account of his con-

version at Damascus, at the conclusion
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of which the Jews derided him and de-

sired to kill him. The Roman captain,

not understanding the merits of the con-

troversy between the Jews and Paul,

ordered him to be brought into the castle

and to be examined by scourging. He
now claimed his rights as a Roman cit-

izen, and the scourge was not applied,

but he was still retained as a prisoner

in the hands of the soldiers. On the

next day the captain sent for the chief

priest and the council to come before

him, that he might if possible get at

the merits of the case they had against

the prisoner. The controversy that

arose before the captain need not be

repeated. The crowd dispersed, the

captain knowing but little more of the

merits of the case than he knew before.

The Jews now formed a conspiracy to

kill him, and about forty of them bound
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themselves with an oath not to eat until

they had taken his life. The plan of

the conspiracy was that the chief men

of the Jews should make application to

the captain to have Paul brought before

them on the pretext of inquiring further

into the case, when the conspirators

were to be on hand to slay him. A
young man who was a kinsman of Paul,

having discovered the plot, informed

the captain of it, who, being perplexed

and uncertain as to what he should do,

but remembering that he was a Roman
citizen, had him sent secretly that night

to the Governor at Ca?sarea. The Jews

at Jerusalem, on hearing of this, followed

him to Csesarea. But they were unable

to make good any serious charge against

Paul ; and, baffled at every point, finally

made the proposition that he be re-

turned to Jerusalem for trial. Paul
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knew what this meant—his assassina-

tion on the way. And when Festus

—

knowing but little and caring less about

the merits of the case, desirous of pleas-

ing the Jews and indifferent to the fate

of his prisoner—proposed to him that

he go back to Jerusalem, Paul, feeling

that his last refuge from Jewish hate

was in Roman justice, replied to Festus

in these manly words: "I stand at

Caesar's judgment-seat, where I ought

to be judged: to the Jews have I done

no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For

if I be an offender, or have committed

any thing worthy of death, I refuse not

to die ; but if there be none of these

things whereof these accuse me, no man

may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto

Ccesar" Festus must have felt keenly

the rebuke conveyed in the sublime lan-

guage of his great prisoner. This, of
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course, was an end of the proceedings

at Caesarea. If the course of Festus had

been worthy of a man and a magistrate,

this appeal to Caesar would have been

unnecessary. The case was now trans-

ferred to Rome, and thither must the

prisoner go. It was while awaiting at

Caesarea his transmission to Rome that

he made his memorable speech before

Agrippa, who declared that he was an

innocent man, and added that he could

then be released if he had not appealed

to Caesar. After some delay he was

sent to Rome, and he found himself a

prisoner in the city of the Caesars, where

he was destined to meet his doom. The

malice that had assailed him at Jerusa-

lem and pursued him to Caesarea fol-

lowed him to Rome and to death, Hear

the grand old Christian hero as he he-

holds the sun of his life almost setting
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behind the hills of the imperial city, and

the ax of the Roman executioner gleam-

ing before his eyes : "I am now ready to

be offered, and the time of my depart-

ure is at hand. I have fought a good

fight, I have finished my course, I have

kept the faith : henceforth there is laid

up for me a crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous judge,

shall give me at that day : and not to

me only, but unto all them also that love

his appearing."

It is an insult to the human under-

standing and a libel against the human

race to doubt the honesty of such a man

with such a record. And if his life was

sincere and his record true, Christianity

cannot be false.



IV.
Conclusion.

Can we honestly consult our own con-

sciousness—our knowledge of men and

the motives and influences that govern

their lives and control their actions

—

without a profound conviction that Peter

and Paul were moved, inspired, and

sustained by a power higher, better, and

mightier than themselves? Nor does

the history of Christianity confine the

operation of the Spirit and the power

that moved and animated them to the

times or the age in which they lived.

Ever since its advent into the world it

has been lifting man from the degrada-

tion and corruption of sin and planting

his feet upon a rock, cleansing and pu-

rifying his heart, transforming and cn-

(255)
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nobling his moral nature, and turning

him from the highways of evil into the

paths of usefulness and righteousness.

The same power that took Simon Peter

from the humble avocation of a fisher-

man, and converted him into the apostle

of the Jews, and made his name illus-

trious and his works immortal, has

wrought similar transform ations in other

men of later times whose origin was as

humble and whose early surroundings

were as unpromising as his, and whose

efforts and achievements in behalf of

the cause for which he lived and died

have been scarcely less marked and

less powerful than his.

Melanchthon, who has been called the

theologian of the Reformation of the six-

teenth century, came from an armorer's

shop ; Martin Luther, its acknowledged

leader and head, was the son of a
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humble miner; and Zwingle, the great

Swiss reformer, came from a lowly

hut amid the solitude of the Alps.

This was the triumvirate, who under

God defied popes and emperors and

armies, shook Rome to its foundations,

and rocked Europe in the arms of a

moral earthquake. Who can read the

history of that wonderful movement, and

believe that the mighty results accom-

plished against the fearful odds encoun-

tered were conceived, inspired, and con-

summated by these humble men, and

that God was not in it at all?

No man ever had a humbler origin

than Martin Luther. The following

graphic account of his birth and the cir-

cumstances under which he first saw the

light, from the pen of Thomas Carlyle,

is not unworthy of reproduction: "Lu-

ther's birthplace was Eisleben, in Sax-
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ony. He came into the world there on

the 10th of November, 1483. It was an

accident that gave this honor to Eisle-

ben. His parents, poor mine-laborers

in a village of that region, named

Mohra, had gone to Eisleben Winter

Fair. In the tumult of this scene the

Frau Luther was taken with travail,

found refuge in some poor house there,

and the boy she bore was named Martin

Luther. Strange enough to reflect upon

it! This poor Frau Luther, she had

gone with her husband to make her

small 'merchandisings, perhaps to sell

the lock of yarn she had been spinning

to buy the small winter necessaries for

her narrow hut or household. In the

whole world that day there was not a

more entirely unimportant-looking pair

of people than this miner and his wife.

And yet what were all emperors, popes,
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and potentates in comparison? There

was born here once more a mighty man,

whose light was to flame as the beacon

over long centuries and epochs of the

world ; the whole world and its history

were waiting for this man. It is strange,

it is great. It leads us back to another

birth-hour, in a still meaner environ-

ment, eighteen hundred years ago, of

which it is fit that we say nothing, but

that we think only in silence ; for what

words are there ? The age of miracles

past? The age of miracles is forever

here!"

A poor boy, with weak health, modest

and retiring in his disposition, shrink-

ing from contact and antagonism with

others—whose eye but God's could have

discerned the vast possibilities that

lay entombed in his marvelous future?

While at school he had, in common
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with other poor boys of his station, to

beg and sing for bread from door to

door. His father intended him for the

law. Man proposes, but God disposes.

When about nineteen years of age, by

the sudden death of a young friend to

whom he was much attached, he was

led to serious reflection, and formed

the resolution to devote himself to the

service of God. Against the wishes

and remonstrances of his father, he be-

came a monk in an Augustine convent.

There he had to perform the most

menial drudgery, while the spiritual

struggle that went on in his soul was

something fearful to think of. He
finally stumbled on an old Latin Bible

in the convent. He had never seen one

before. But the groper in darkness had

at last found a light which was ever

after to prove a lamp to his feet. It
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led him through ways and pointed him

to heights of which he had never

dreamed, but he followed its pure and

steady ray whithersoever it beckoned

him. Among those who have had faith

in the word of God and relied upon that,

and that alone, in the midst of all trials,

all dangers, all oppositions, all persecu-

tions, Martin Luther is entitled to a

place in the front line.

Menaced by the thunders of Rome

—

the assassin's dagger whetted for his

heart, hunted from place to place like

a wild beast, with a price set upon his

head—he fearlessly proclaimed the truth

as he found it in the pure word of God,

in the face of all that men or devils

could devise to intimidate and destroy

him. Under the maledictions of Rome,

in the very teeth of the pope, hoar him :

"I am free by the grace of God, and
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bulls neither console nor alarm me.

My strength and my consolation are in a

place where neither men nor devils can

reach them.
11

Through the spiritual darkness of the

Middle Ages, through the hoary abuses

and corruptions of centuries, in defiance

of the bulls of popes and the edicts of

emperors, this humble son of a poor

miner, armed alone with the sword of

the Spirit—for he refused utterly to

fight with any other weapon—cut a

channel from the human heart back to

the bosom of its God. Since Christ

stood before Pilate, since Peter stood

before the Sanhedrim, since Paul stood

before Agrippa, the grandest moral

spectacle which this old earth has ever

witnessed was Martin Luther before the

Diet of Worms. In the presence of

emperors and kings and potentates

—
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all the power and pomp of civil author-

ity, re-enforced by the ecclesiastical

omnipotence of Rome—he stood, one

poor solitary man, with the demand

made upon him to retract his religion

or forfeit his life! His answer will

ring along the corridors of time until it

mingles with the funeral-notes of the

last trumpet that proclaims the end of

the world :
" Since your serene majesty

and your high mightinesses require

from me a clear, simple, and precise

answer, I will give you one, and it is

this: I can not submit my faith either

to the pope or the councils, because it

is as clear as the day that they have

frequently erred and contradicted each

other. Unless therefore I am convinced

by the testimony of the Scripture or by

the clearest reasoning—unless I am per-

suaded by means of the passages 'I have
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quoted, and unless they thus render my
conscience bound by the word of God

—

I can not and will not retract ; for it is

unsafe for a Christian to speak against

his conscience." Then surveying the au-

gust j)resence which surrounded him, he

concluded: " Here I stand, I can do no

otherwise ; may Grod help me ! Amen !

"

And there he stood, the poor miner's

son, before all that proud and imposing

array of civil and ecclesiastical power,

the grandest figure in the whole group,

the aureole of the victor encircling his

brow and even his enemies unable to sup-

press the admiration which his sublime

courage and fearless bearing extorted.

Eternity alone can reveal the far-reach-

ing consequences of that memorable

day's memorable victory of a humble

soldier of the cross against the allied

armies of a continent. Had he faltered,
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who can tell the effect of his defeat

upon the fortunes of Christianity and

humanity? That he did not falter,

that he did not fall, is thus explained

in a few simple words : "In the hall of

the Diet there was one greater than

Charles and greater than Luther.

When ' ye shall be brought before governors

and kingsfor my sake, . . . take no thought

how or what ge shall speak] said Jesus

Christ, L

for it is not ye that speak'

Never, perhaps, had this promise been

more clearly fulfilled."

The life and career of Luther mark

an epoch in history from which the

hand of God can not be excluded, and

the great events, the mighty results to

which it gave birth be satisfactorily ac-

counted for. He saw the Church of

God in meretricious alliance with the

State and in guilty dalliance with the
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world, clad in the robes of earthly

splendor purchased in exchange for her

virtue. Her resuscitation, her resur-

rection from the tomb of moral decay

and spiritual death became the passion

of his soul, the inspiration of his life.

But who was he, this humble monk,

coming from the seclusion of his cell,

armed only with his old Latin Bible

covered with the dust and cobwebs of

years, to open its long- neglected and

forgotten pages and proclaim its im-

mortal truths in the face of Leo X.

and Charles Y. ? How dare he antag-

onize or seek to reform the ancient

ecclesiasticism of Rome that had en-

thralled the minds and consciences of

men for centuries, and forged manacles

for the rulers of States until kings and

emperors bowed to her scepter and

trembled at her nod; the mighty or-
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ganization that grasped in one hand the

power of the world to protect the Church,

and with the other the authority of

heaven to defend her temporal allies?

Who could stand before such a foe and

live ? Was it any thing short of mad-

ness for one frail man to defy such a

power? Ay, it would have been the

sheerest madness but for the power

that impelled and sustained him. But

with this power, unseen but felt wher-

ever he disseminated his translations

of his old Latin Bible and preached the

everlasting word, he changed the face of

Christendom. A corrupt and sensual

priesthood for many long and weary

lyears had lorded it over God's heritage,

and so perverted all that was sacred

and holy that merchandise was made

of the salvation of the souls of men, and

remission of sins sold in market overt.
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It seemed that the religion of Jesus

Christ had been well-nigh banished

from the world, and that the pope of

Rome had supplanted the Saviour of

mankind. But at the preaching of the

word in its simplicity and truth all

Christendom was stirred to the bottom,

and the popular heart rose responsive

to the new invocation, " like the ocean,

which, when the hand of God presses

its surface, rises calm and majestic along

its shores, so that no human power is

able to resist its progress." The spirit

that burned in the heart of Peter on the

Day of Pentecost and transformed Paul

at Damascus was once more asserting

its influence and power over the hearts

and minds of men and molding their

lives in accordance with the word of

God. The yoke of Rome was broken

from the necks of men and nations;
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the dead revived; the priest, who had

impiously obtruded himself between the

human heart and God, was thrust aside

by an unseen but no trembling hand;

liberty was proclaimed to the captives

;

" each head of a family again became

priest in his own house; and all the

members of the Church of God were

thenceforward called to the rank of con-

fessors." The weapons of the warfare

which produced these marvelous re-

sults were—indeed, must have been

—

miffhtv: but were not, could not have

been, carnal. That hand obeyed not

its own cunning, but was Heaven-di-

rected, that unlocked the iron doors of

the ecclesiastical bastile in which the

Bible had been so long immured, and

Bent it forth to feed the starving souls

of men, to enlighten the nations, and to

bless the world. Let it never be for-
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gotten that Martin Luther in his mighty

work claimed no power of his own, but

leaned with an unfaltering faith upon

the arm of God alone, refusing all other

aid but the pure and simple gospel of

Jesus Christ. When Ulrich von Hut-

ten and others offered to draw the sword

in defense of the great and imperiled

Reformation at whose head Luther stood

by common consent, he promptly and

emphatically declined the proffered aid

in words that should never die :
" By

the word the world has been conquered
;

by the word the Church has been saved
;

by the word, too, she will be restored.

I do not despise your offers, but I will

not lean upon any one but Christ." Under

the cant of "progress" he made no at-

tempt to improve the gospel or hide

from the eyes of men a loss of faith in

the promises of God. He regarded it
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as no part of the duty of the Church of

God to conform to what is called the

spirit of the age that it may win suc-

cess and swell its numbers, and in this

way enhance its importance in the eyes

of men ; but to plant itself upon the

eternal word with a firm reliance upon

the promises of God, and thus bring the

spirit of the age under the dominion of

the gospel. It has always proved an

evil day for the Church when, losing-

faith in the efficiency of the gospel to

contend with the powers of darkness,

she has stretched forth her hand to the

State and asked her aid and assistance

in suppressing evil and advancing the

cause of God. The hand of Caesar has

never been anointed by God to take

charge of his Church and lead it on to

successful warfare against the sins of

the world. And whenever the Church
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seeks an alliance or partnership with

the State to advance the kingdom of

God and his righteousness, the result

is a much larger infusion of the spirit

of the world into the Church than of the

Spirit of God into the world. When-

ever the Church, in her struggles against

the crimes and wickedness of the times,

falls back from her intrenched position

behind the word of God, and calls on the

State for re-enforcements, the world de-

rides her faith in God, and instead of

advancing his cause by these forbidden

means, she lowers her holy flag until

the world no longer respects its sanc-

tity. Whenever the minister of the gos-

pel leaves his pulpit and mounts the

stump to harangue promiscuous crowds

as to how they ought to vote on ques-

tions of State policy, or stands in his

pulpit and, instead of dispensing the
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word of God, takes a text from the Holy

Scriptures and, warping it from its true

meaning, compels it to do duty in en-

forcing some political question, telling

his congregation how he proposes to

vote on the question ; and endeavors to

prove from his violated text how they

ought to vote—whatever his motive may

be, whatever evil he may seek to re-

press, whatever Christian virtue he may

seek to promote, he will find in the end

that he has inflicted upon himself and

his Master's cause an injury far tran-

scending any good he has been able to

do by the more than questionable course

lie has seen fit to adopt. No matter

what evil he desires to remove by in-

ducing the State to pass laws for its sup-

pression, he can not pursue the course

indicated without an impairment of

ministerial character and influence. He
18
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has not been appointed to fight sin and

promote righteousness in that way, and

men of the world know it if he does not.

The weapons placed in his hands are not

carnal. The commission to him is to

preach—preach what ? Preach my gospel

—preach that, "and lo, I am with you

alway, even unto the end of the world."

In his zeal he may imagine that the

political party which promises to pass

this, that, or the other law, to put down

this, that, or the other sin, is the crowd

for him to train with, shout in their

ranks, mount the hustings, or it may

be his pulpit, in their behalf, and figure

as a delegate in their conventions ; but

he will discover that a sober, deliberate

public opinion will regard him as out of

place, and there will be a consequent

loss of confidence in him as a preacher

of the gospel and of reverence for his
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sacred calling on the part of many

whose good opinion is worth having

and whose souls are worth saving. The

people who entertain respect for the

Christian religion, whether they belong-

to the Church or not, have invested the

office of the Christian ministry with a

sanctity that surrounds no mere secu-

lar calling. The man who pursues the

high vocation of a preacher of the gos-

pel must be careful to do nothing which

will forfeit this respect and reverence for

his office. His reputation is as sensi-

tive and susceptive as that of a woman,

and he can not treat it lightly or expose

it heedlessly to criticism with any

greater impunity than a woman can

sport with her virtue. The facility

with which some preachers drop into

politics is lamentable. It seems so

much easier for them to become entan-
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gled in the mazes of political contention

than it is for the politician to embrace

Christianity. If the political question

has a tinge of morality upon it, this

seems ample warrant to them to enter

the lists and display themselves as jdoI-

iticians, just as a few animals attached

to a circus sanctify the show. But

what right has a minister of the gospel

to cross the line that separates relig-

ion from politics, destroy the influence

which is essential to his success in win-

ning souls, and thus erect impassable

barriers and throw unnecessary imped-

iments between himself and those to

whom he has been commissioned to

preach the gospel? That he has the

legal right under our system of govern-

ment to do so is of course not ques-

tioned, but as a watchman on the walls

of Zion, whether he is in the line of
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duty in so doing is another matter. Is

not the pulpit sufficient in its scope and

duties and responsibilities to employ all

his time and talents ? Peter and Paul,

and the most consecrated and illustrious

heralds of the cross who have followed

in their footsteps, have found the work

of the Church and the preaching of the

gospel sufficient to enlist and absorb

all the energies of mind and soul and

body. Alas for the preacher of to-day

who finds such a sphere too contracted

for the employment and display of all

his powers, and has ample time and in-

clination to exchange the pulpit for the

stump, the congregation for the crowd,

songs of praise for the shouts of the ex-

cited multitude, and the loving message

of the gospel for the bitter partisan de-

nunciations which almost invariably

constitute the warp and woof of the
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political preacher's fierce harangue ! If

he could see himself as others see him

—which he can not, as he is blind in that

eve—the " Rum-Romanism-Rebellion "

actors on the political stage would be-

come more conspicuous for their ab-

sence.

Ifthe suppression of sin, if the spread

of the gospel, if the conversion of the

world depended, or had ever depended,

on such laws as the Church might in-

duce or compel the State to enact, the

grave of Christianity would have been

located so far in the dim and forgotten

past that the finger of tradition would

hesitate to point out the spot where it

slept. If Christianity has lived and

flourished and pushed its conquests

under the most cruel laws that human

ingenuity could invent to suppress it,

surely in this land of broad toleration
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the Church ought to be able to exercise

sufficient faith in the promise of God

that "the gates of hell shall not pre-

vail against it" to prevent it from

courting and demanding State recogni-

tion and legislative aid to enable it to

fight sin and convert the souls of men.

The words of Lord Macaulay on this

line are commended no less for their

truth than their beaut}r
: "The ark of

God was never taken until it was sur-

rounded by the arms of earthly defend-

ers. In captivity its sanctity was suffi-

cient to vindicate it from insults, and

to lay the hostile fiend prostrate on the

threshold of his own temple. The real

security of Christianity is to be found in

its benevolent morality, in its exquisite

adaptation to the human heart, in the

facility with which its scheme accommo-

dates itself to the capacity of every hu-
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man intellect, in the consolation which

it bears to the house of mourning, in

the light with which it brightens the

great mystery of the grave. To such a

system it can bring no addition of dig-

nity or strength that it is part and par-

cel of the common law. It is not now

for the first time left to rely on the force

of its own evidences and the attractions

of its own beauty. Its sublime philos-

ophy confounded the Grecian schools in

the fair conflict of reason with reason.

The bravest and wisest of the Caesars

found their arms and their policy una-

vailing when opposed to the weapons

that were not carnal and the kingdom

that was not of this world. The victory

which Porphyry and Diocletian failed

to gain is not, to all appearances, re-

served for any of those who have in

this age directed their attacks against
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the last restraint of the powerful and

the last hope of the wretched. The

whole history of the Christian religion

shows that she is in far greater danger

of being corrupted by the alliance of

power than of being crushed by its op-

position. Those who thrust temporal

sovereignty upon her treat her as their

prototypes treated her Author. They

bow the knee, and spit upon her; they

cry, ' Hail
!

' and smite her on the cheek

;

they put a scepter into her hand, but

it is a fragile reed ; they crown her, but

it is with thorns; they cover with pur-

ple the wounds which their own hands

have inflicted on her, and inscribe mag-

nificent titles over the cross on which

they have fixed her to perish in igno-

miny and pain."

Perhaps the strongest plea that could

be made and the most plausible reasons
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that could be urged for the Church of

God to stretch forth her hands for the

aid and assistance of temporal power

are contained in the words which a re-

cent writer puts in the mouth of Euse-

bius of Csesarea, in his effort to induce

the persecuted Christians of Rome to

take sides with Constantine in his en-

deavor to overthrow Maxentius and

grasp imperial power at Rome: "It is

agreed upon common consent, both from

the character of the Emperor Constan-

tine and from the fact that no persecu-

tion of Christians hath been permitted

by him or his father, that we may safely

rely on his pledge to protect the Church

upon the conditions stated. Ye know,

brethren,- that from the days in which

our Lord tabernacled in the flesh, even

until this hour, the Church hath been

bleeding at every pore. Ten different
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times, under ten different emperors,

persecution hath taken the form of

laws for the destruction of Christianity,

and the followers of Jesus have been

tried beyond all human endurance.

The question therefore, in brief, is sim-

ply whether the Church shall give aid

to Constantine for the recovery of his

rightful heritage in exchange for his im-

perial protection, and be enabled to

come forth in the broad light of day,

and proclaim without fear or molesta-

tion the gospel of our Lord ; or whether

we shall contumaciously reject prof-

fered peace and protection, and thereby

justify the accusation of the pagans

'that we Christians are inspired with a

hatred of the human race, and, as a nat-

ural consequence, continue to suffer

from the hatred and persecutions of the

world, which have been so grievous
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ever since Diocletian issued the edicts

for our destruction in the years 303 and

304, which hard laws the present em-

peror, Maxentius, strictly enforceth

everywhere, so that neither at home

nor on the way, nor even beneath the

surface of the earth, hath any Christian

assurance for his life. When I think

of how the Church must triumph under

the imperial protection, how, in place

of being outcast, persecuted, and de-

spised, she would at once become hon-

orable and respectable in the eyes of

the heathen ; when I think of what vast

opportunities for greater good the em-

peror's favor will afford, it seems to me
that it would be mere madness and fa-

naticism to reject these overtures of

peace and protection, and willfully cast

aside the honor, wealth, power, and

glory which the long and sorely perse-
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cuted Church must begin to gather as

the fruits of the proposed alliance."

Did ever ecclesiastical ambition have

a finer field on which to display its

powers? Although this argument of

Eusebius be merely imaginary, it would

be very difficult to conceive of a more

cogent and powerful appeal to the

Church of God to throw aside her faith

in his promises, forget that his king-

dom was not of this world, and look to

Constantine for that which God has pro-

claimed she must expect from him alone.

Surely it would seem, as we look at it

with our natural eyes, that the Chris-

tians of those days, despised and perse-

cuted as they were, had ample reason

to court the favor and recognition ami

place themselves under tin 4 protection

of an emperor who would not persecute

them, and under whose kind toleration
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they could aspire to a state more hon-

orable and respectable in the world.

So the Church of God and Constantine

the Great embraced each other—God

and his promises being ignored in the

alliance. Let all political preachers,

and the Churches into whose councils

the accursed spirit of worldly ambition

has crept or is creeping, read history

and ponder the consequences of an

abandonment of faith in God and an

invocation to the State to perform the

work of the Spirit. For, disguise it as

we may, it is only when the Church has

lost faith in God that she turns a de-

spairing eye to the State for help.

St. Paul says the powers that be are

ordained of God. Let God and those

powers whom he has ordained be trusted

with the management of the affairs of

States and nations ; and let the Church
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of the living God give the pure and

unadulterated word to the people, and

confine itself to its appointed work of

saving the souls of men in the man-

ner pointed out in the word of God.

The past is eloquent with warnings of

the decay of spiritual power that has

followed a departure by the Church

from the path marked out for her to

tread. How often has her benign and

heavenly light been obscured by eccle-

siastical ambition ! and how deeply and

how sorely has she been wounded by

the hands of those appointed to guard

her interests, who have led her into

ways her great Head never intended her

to enter! Indeed, it may be said with

entire truth that the divine nature, the

imperishable character of Christianity,

is as clearly demonstrated by tlie fact

that it has survived the mistakes and
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crimes of its real and its pretended

friends as that it has been able to with-

stand the oft-repeated assaults of its

open and avowed enemies.

The men who have been the instru-

ments of the greatest reforms and the

profoundest results in their endeavors

to establish the kingdom of heaven in

the world have been those who, holding

themselves aloof from all entangling

alliances with political and civil affairs,

have preached the gospel of Jesus Christ

in its purity and simplicity; and when

thus preached it has always proved to

be, and always will prove to be, the

power of God for the salvation of men
from sins of every character, in high

places or low ; otherwise it is a mourn-

ful and melancholy failure.

John Wesley, of whom it has been

truly said, " He breathed into the nos-
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trils of English-speaking Protestantism,

and it became a living soul," was a

consecrated man of one work. To what

uninspired man rises there along the

track of history a grander monument

than that which bears the name of the

great founder of Methodism ? Judged

by results, the movement with which

the name of John Wesley stands insep-

arably united must claim prominent

recognition among the great events of

history. The great religious awaken-

ing which, under the name of Method-

ism, owes its rise to Wesley, though

wonderful in the results already accom-

plished, has the promise of a mightier

future which nothing short of prophetic

]
x.wer can adequately presage if those

having its interests in charge are true

to the eternal principles on which it

was founded. How much mure wisely

18
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its founder builded than he knew is ap-

parent to all who will trace the suc-

cessive steps by which it has been led

from its small beginnings to its present

grand and commanding position. That

it was not strangled in its infancy and

consigned to the tomb, with no hope of

a resurrection, must be referred to the

fact that God was in it. It were a

lengthy task to recount what Wesley

suffered and what he overcame. It is

the fate of all great reformers to en-

counter the blind and stubborn hate

and active opposition of established

custom and canonized error. Paul en-

countered the hate of Judaism, Luther

of Romanism, and Wesley met in near-

ly every form short of death the mal-

ice of the Established Church. And

never did Paul feel more acutely the

hate of the Jew, or Luther the malice
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of Rome, than Wesley was made to ex-

perience the venom of the Established

Church, of which he was a regularly-

ordained minister.. Through spite and

malice and mobs and ridicule and con-

tempt and disparagement and a thou-

sand degrading persecutions, the hard-

est for flesh and blood to bear—often

deserted by friends and always sorely

pressed by an army of enemies—the

grand old hero inarched forward with

an unfaltering step to the accomplish-

ment of the great mission which he felt,

and never doubted, God had committed

to his hands. But even in his great

life, filled as it was with sublime devo-

tion to his Master's work, there is a

passage which stands out as a monu-

mental warning to all preachers of the

gospel who feel tempted to add to their

great commission a dispensation allow-
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ing them to engage in party strife and

jDolitical contentions.

In 1775 the English people were pro-

foundly excited over the condition of

affairs existing between England and

her American colonies. Dr. Johnson

lent the service of his powerful pen to

the cause of the mother country in the

struggle, and published a treatise against

the colonies entitled " Taxation no Tyr-

anny," intended as an answer to the

address of the American Congress.

Johnson was a bitter and malignant

enemy of the colonies and a most in-

tense loyalist. On one occasion he is

reported to have said of the people on

this side the water: "Sir, they are a

race of convicts, and ought to be thank-

ful for any thing we allow them short

of hanging." No sooner had the publi-

cation of Johnson appeared than Mr.
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Wesley hastened to publish an abridg-

ment of it, under the title of "A Calm

Address to our American Colonies. By
Rev. Mr. John Wesley, M. A. Price

one penny," thus giving his sanction

and indorsement to the work of John-

son, or rather putting it forth as his

own, as there was no intimation what-

ever contained in Mr. Wesley's tract

that the production was not his own.

No act of Mr. Wesley's life, crowded as

it was with persecutions of nearly all

shades and degrees, ever drew down

upon him such a storm of opposition

and stinging criticism and ridicule as

this incursion by him into the field of

politics. Pamphlets denunciatory of

his conduct, and branding him as a ren-

egade and a plagiarist, fell upon him in

showers. His other persecutions came

upon him while in the line of bis duty
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in preaching the gospel, and he could

lean with supreme confidence on this

assurance, " Blessed are ye when men

shall reproach you, and persecute you,

and say all manner of evil against you

falsely, for my sake;" but he had no

right to seek this refuge from the storm

that now beat furiously upon him. Of

course the eolonists had many friends

and relatives in England, and the feel-

ing amongst them against Wesley, and

by an easy transition against Method-

ism, was intense and bitter. It would

be difficult at this time to accurately

estimate the damage to Mr. Wesley and

the injury to Methodism consequent

upon this rash and injudicious step.

Methodism had already secured a foot-

hold in America, and was expanding as

the country grew. This political ad-

venture of its great founder threatened
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to wreck and overwhelm it in its infancy.

It was the great mistake of Mr. Wes-

ley's life; and yet, strangely enough,

during the very year he was himself

guilty of the lamentable indiscretion of

precipitating himself, and of necessity

the great religious movement which he

had inaugurated, into the exciting con-

test between the mother country and

her colonies we find him penning this

wise and judicious advice to his preach-

ers in America: "Dear Brethren: You

were never in your lives in so critical a

situation as you are at this time. It is

your part to be peace-makers, to be lov-

ing and tender to all ; but to addict your-

selves to no party. In spite of all solic-

itation, of rough or smooth words, say

not one word against one side or the

other side. Keep yourselves; do all

you can to help and soften all ; but be-
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ware how you adopt another's jar."

How much better it would have been

if he himself had followed the counsel

he gave to the Methodist preachers of

America ! It was idle to impress upon

them the necessity and wisdom of act-

ing discreetly, whilst he himself was

jolunging into the angry waters of polit-

ical strife in England. Of course his

actions and utterances found their way

across the Atlantic, and the struggling

bands of Methodism felt the shock of

his example. It was not long before

this country became an uncomfortable

place for Wesley's English itinerants,

and they left for the mother country,

all save Francis Asbury. Asbury held

the fort, and by his prudence and wis-

dom and superhuman labors saved

American Methodism from the mistake

of its founder. For forty-five years he
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bore the banner of Methodism through

the wilds of America, amid dangers,

hardships, and sufferings that make his

life read more like a story of romance

than of real life. Grander than the cam-

paigns of Hannibal or Caesar orNapoleon

were the wonderful journeys of Asbury

as he bore the gospel through the Amer-

ican wilderness. During the American

Revolution his journal is authority for

the statement that Wesley's political

tracts were a great hinderance and

stumbling-block to the spread of Method-

ism in this country. And is it any won-

der? Has the preacher in politics ever

proved otherwise than a hinderance and

a stumbling-block or a bull in a China-

shop? Wesley did George III. no

good by his political tracts, but he

di.l John Wesley and both English and

American Methodism great harm.
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But this was only an episode in Wes-

ley's laborious and consecrated life. In

the great movement with which his im-

mortal name is imperishably connected

the weapons of his warfare were drawn

from the same armory that supplied

Peter and Paul and Luther, and they

were found sufficient. He received his

orders from the same head-quarters from

which theirs emanated, and gave to them

the same implicit faith and unchallenged

obedience. The bands of preachers

—

many of them unlearned men like Peter

and his fellow-fishermen, but with hearts

fully consecrated to God—which he or-

ganized and sent out to preach the gos-

pel and minister to the spiritual wants of

England's neglected people, did for that

nation what all her acts of Parliament

and the skill and wisdom of her minis-

try could not have accomplished. By



Conclusion. 299

their labors 'and zeal and earnestness

they brought the hearts of the masses

under the influence of the gospel, and

the atheism which deluged France was

unable to cross the channel and inundate

England.

The doors of all the English church-

es were bolted and barred against him.

When he determined to preach the gos-

pel in its purity, and to reform a Church

that had become too subservient to the

corrupt spirit of the times to bear the

preaching of her own doctrine, and to

redeem a land in which infidelity seemed

almost endemic, he became a clerical

outlaw, so far as prelatieal pride and ec-

clesiastical bigotry could make him one.

But following in the footsteps of his

Master, with a zeal that never failed, a

purpose that never wavered, and a pa-

tience that never tired, lie lived to see
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the mobs that greeted him with insults

and derision stand uncovered before

him, and the church-doors that were

slammed in his face fly open to receive

him.

He had conquered a peace and re-

vindicated the ways of God to man.

The work he inaugurated still grows

and deepens and widens, and will so

continue to increase until those who

have it in charge shall prove false to

its traditional glory and unworthy of

the sacred trust committed to their

hands.













v^


