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A NARRATIVE

or

THREE YEARS' RESIDENCE IN JAPAN.
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CHAPTER L

INDICATIONS OF HOSTILE SPIRIT AMONG THE ARMED CLASSES —. A
SERVANT OF THE FRENCH MINISTER SEVERELY WOUNDED WHILE
STANDING AT THE GATE OF THE LEGATION — EVIL AUGURIES
FOR THE FUTURE — TRAITS OF NATIONAL CHARACTER FROM
JAPANESE RECORDS~— CODE OF HONOUR — HOW IT OPERATES TO
CHECK THE VIOLENCE OF A TURBULENT CLASS OF FEUDAL RE-
TAINERS—ITS NON-APPLICATION IN THE PROTECTION OF FOREIGNERS
——FIRE AT THE BRITISH LEGATION — PROOFS OF GOOD-WILL AND
FRIENDLY INTEREST — FIRST VISIT OF ENGLISH LADIES TO THE
CAPITAL—DANGEROUS GROUND NOT THE LESS—A BRITISH SUBJECT
IN COLLISION WITH JAPANESE POLICE AT KANAGAWA-—A YACONIN
SEVERELY WOUNDED.

EARLY a month had elapsed after my return from
the spas of Atami, and little had occurred to break
the daily routine and monotony of life at Yeddo.
Nothing indeed was ever likely to occur, of a nature that
_we should desire it,—an earthquake, a fire, or a murder,
being the only events travelling out of the beaten track!
The first incident, accordingly, which took place within
this vicious circle, was the sudden appearance, as we were
sitting down to dinner one evening, of the Abbé Girard,
pale and agitated, bringing with him, in a norimon,
VOL. 1I. B
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Monsieur de Bellecourt’s Italian servant, who had been
attacked, while standing quictly at the gate of the French
Legation, by two Samourai passing at the moment, and
by one of whom he had been severely wounded. He was
brought in, his clothes saturated with blood ; and on ex-
amination it was found he had reccived a sword-cut across
the upper part of hisright arm, while in the act of warding
the blow intended for his head. It was fortunately only
a flesh wound, though several inches in length, and pene-
trating deeply; and being on the outside of the limb, where
there are no large vessels to be divided, it was compara-
tively a safe wound. It was large and gaping, however, and
quite sufficiently ugly-looking, to turn the good Abbé very
sick, and compel him to retire to another room. The edges
were soon brought together, and kept in place by a few
stitches, while the bleeding from the smaller arteries was
stopped, and the dressing completed with such materials
as were at hand.

Where was this to end? Natal, an Italian by birth, un-
fortunately, like my linguist Dankirche, had had many
affairs with the dangerous elass, as had his master more
than once; and although he went about habitually with
an arsenal of weapons in his belt, revolvers, swords, and
daggers, for sclf-defence, that did not seem to have pro-
tected him any more than it did my linguist from attack,
though it probably enabled him, more fortunate in this than
his predecessor, to save his life. It seems to have been a
deliberate and premeditated attack, either out of pure
bravado, or from long-nourished hostility. He was
standing on the flight of steps at the gate of the Legation
just before dusk, several of the yaconins on service at the
Legation being close to him, when a couple of evil-looking
and swaggering Samourai in full costume came past.
One of them mounted the steps, and immediately began
to pick a quarrel, by violently kicking a little dog at his
side, into the street. On the first word of remonstrance,
he drew his short sword, and aimed a furious blow at his
intended victim’s head. This was partially parried by
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these gentry, and the extreme measures taken by their
chiefs occasionally, either to restrain the violence of their
people, or at least avoid being dragged into feuds by their
acts. Although cases were not rare it seems when they,
like the chiefs of the ancient Scottish clans, adopted the
quarrel of their retainers and avenged them.

Titsingh says, When the subjects or vassals of one
Prince affront those of another, the latter would be dis-
honoured if he did not avenge it It is related of this same
Prince of Satsuma, (to whom the Loochoo Islands belong
a8 part of his Hereditary dominions, and whose subjects
traffic from Japan there and through the principal cities
of the Empire,) that in order to avoid all quarrel with
other princes, he made a law ;—that if one of his people
should at any time be insulted by the subjects of another
Daimio, he was permitted to avenge himself by taking the
life of his adversary—provided that he performed the
Hara-kiru on himself immediately after! The life of two
persons, who by their bellicose and turbulent spirit were
the cause of their own troubles, appeared to him of too
little importance to drag their masters into quarrels which
might lead to great bloodshed. And in order to give
greater effect to this principle, and at the same time
maintain a high spirit and sense of honour among his
people, it was also decreed that if any of his people were
insulted, and did not dare from cowardice to avenge
themselves, and the captain or any of his men belonging
to one of his ships should come to know it,—the coward
was to be conducted on board, and without delay or any
form of trial, to have his head struck off, and both head
and trunk to be thrown into the sea. Titsingh remarks
¢ that in this manner peace is maintained and the people
generally treat each other with the greatest politeness—
endeavouring by every possible means to avoid all that
might create a dispute where the consequences must
necessarily be so fatal’ And as a measure of policy,
there is no doubt the certalnty of death, as the necessary
effect to both parties in a quarrel, must go far to check
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Misou-no Yamassiro-no-kami. Being unable to walk, he
was put in a cango and carried to his master’s house,
where he died shortly after arriving, saying that he had
been set upon by a band of ruffians in the streets of
Sinagawa, to whom belonging he did not know.

Misou-no Yamassiro-no-kami, indignant at the treat-
ment his servitor had met with, immediately set himself to
discover the offenders, and having been assured that they
were people of the Prince of Owari he proceeded to the
palace of the Prince—told him what had passed, and de-
manded the heads of the cight offenders. The Prince
admitted the justness of the indignation expressed, and
promised him satisfaction, but declared that he could
never consent to take the lives of cight men to avenge the
death of one. Yamassiro-no-kami, more irritated by this
answer, insisted on his demand, declaring that if he did
not obtain full justice on the spot, he would eviscerate
himself in the Prince’s presence, and that his death would
not remain unavenged! Owari seeing him so determined
promised him the satisfaction demanded, but Yamassiro
apparently having no great faith in the sanctity of the
promise, protested that he would not leave the house
until execution had been done. Upon this the eight men
were brought, and their heads cut off in his presence.
¢ Cet exemple, observes the historian, ¢rendit leur cama-
rades plus réservé”  And well it might!*

* May not this example from their own history be read with advantage
by Foreign Powers — whose subjects are now exposed to the same treatment
from precisely the rame classes—remembering, indeed, the principle esta-
blished among themselves, and accepted by the nobles of the gand as a law,
the penalty of disregarding which among themselves would be dishonour.
Can Foreign Powers wisely or safely allow reiterated and murderous assaults
on their subjects, without exacting adequate retribution? This law of
honour, more imperative probnbli' than any mere statutory enactment, which
declares a Prince dishonoured if he permits any subject or vassal of his own to
be affronted, and docs not obtain aatz'n}adi(m, cannot be without influence on all
who live under it. If they apply the same rule to Foreign Powers—(and
who can doubt that they do?)—there is no Treaty Power that can at the

resent time be regarded otherwise than as dishonoured and craven by the
apanese. We and all other nations of the West may, in our turn, regard
with contempt any appreciation of our acts and policy by the Japanese ; but
the question to be considered is, whether foreigners can live at all in the
country under such conditions? My own impression is they cannot,—and
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more flagrant case could not have been furnished ; and it
was not surprising, therefore, that a more than usual
amount of mendacity and tergiversation marked all the pro-
ceedings of the authorities. It was impossible to avoid
reflections far from reassuring, where such perfect
impunity was known to exist, proved by more than a
dozen examples now, and to the very persons from whom
violence was to be anticipated. How long would the lives
of foreigners be respected? It was evident the members
of the several Foreign Legations, placed in the very focus
of all hostility, lived on from day to day, by the sufferance
only of a horde of ill-disposed men armed with deadly
weapons, and perfectly secure from punishment for any
outrage they might commit! Either the Government at
Yeddo could not command the services of men coura-
geous enough to defend Foreign Ministers and their suite
from insult and murder, or foreseeing that this would
entail a chance of conflict with their great Feudatories,
and dangers affecting their own stability, preferred these
half measures of protection for appearance sake, in case
anything very disastrous should happen,—and delibe-
rately took the chance of every foreigner being massacred.
Despite the many successive cases of violence and assas-
sination which had marked the two years past, there were
some among the Foreign Legations who turned away from
the contemplation of the only logical inferences to be
drawn from the facts. And in despair perhaps of finding
any remedy, buoyed themselves with a hope, that after
all things might mend, or at least not produce the worst
of those eventualities, which it could not be denied were
among the legitimate consequences of inaction on the
part of the Government on the one hand, and those
menaced with destruction on the other.

The whole of my published correspondence with the
Japanese government, proved that I had never deceived
myself as to the real conditions under which foreigners
were placed. As willing as any to hope for the best,
I could not ‘make my judgement blind, or shut my







10 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN. Cuar. 1.

apt and willing instruments always under their hand.
As Sydney Smith said of railroad casualties, until a
minister or a bishop was killed nothing would, or, as it
seemed, could be done; because there must be such a
demonstrative proof of the lawlessness and sweeping de-
structiveness of the plans contemplated, that not even
the most inveterate carpers and cavillers on the other side
of the globe could, in the consciousness of their own
security, find a plea for crying with the Romans of Gal-
gacus, ‘ Peace, peace!” where there was no peace, and
the sword had made a desert.

We were already far into the next month of November
without farther calamity, when one came upon us, which
not to have experienced in Yeddo would have partaken
of the character of a miracle. A few minutes before the
dinner hour, there was a rushing and scuffling of many
feet along the passages, the noise of which reached me in
my dressing-room at the extremity of the building, and
presently, high above all, came the ominous cry of
¢CapjEe!’ (Fire.) One must have lived in Yeddo, I
think, daily and almost hourly, accustomed to see and
hear of the wild havoc committed by the all-devouring
element, to thoroughly realise the sudden revulsion of
feeling such a cry creates, with the instant vision of the
beams and rafters blazing, and destruction swift and sure.

There was a rush to the spot, and I then saw that my
servants, with the lack of discretion and prudence usual
in Japanese,—whose constant familiarity with all the
horrors of fire, seems to make them only more perfectly
reckless and void of ordinary care—had lit a monstrous
fire in the dining-room stove, for there are no fireplaces
or chimneys existing or possible in this earthquaky soil.
The rafters had caught fire, and when I got outside, the
glower of a smouldering fire began to show by the side
of the pipe where it pierced the roof. Our own servants
and the large class of yaconins and police always on
scrvice, fortunately supplied hands immediately ; and, to
do them justice, if their discretion and judgement had only
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About this time I met with an amusing instance of the
kind of information given to the British public in respect
to Japan. It was extracted from the columns of the
¢ Times, —derived apparently from America, but still
enjoying all the benefit of such a circulation as only the
* Times’ could give it :—¢ The commercial and trading
public, officials and the higher classes, encourage foreign
intercourse ; while the masses are more prejudiced than
ever, the latter complaining that the foreign trade en-
hances the price of food.’

The_amusing-part of this announcement consists in
its not only being essentially inaccurate, but the exact
converse of the truth. Although we hear a good deal
from the Ministers of increased prices, and that these
are attributed to us, there is no good evidence that
the people hold this opinion; and certain it is that
the masses show no ill-will, but, on the contrary, great
desire to trade, so far as we can come in contact with
them. All that appears of hostility or restriction comes
from the official and higher classes, held up for approval
as sole encouragers of foreign intercourse! The corre-
spondents of our London papers are generally well-
informed and trustworthy ; but when we are driven to
some transatlantic sources, or even to our own local
papers in such distant regions, for information, there seems
no limit to the absurdity or inaccuracy of the announce-
ments which our leading journals may be the means of
circulating. On one occasion a description of my landing
at Yeddo was copied from some American print, and
went the round of all the English press, by which I was
not only gratuitously gifted with a wife and two children,
but the lady was made to comport herself with such
vigour, in tapping the heads of the prying crowd with
her parasol, that some of my friends in England thought
it beyond a joke; and at last, when it got transferred to
the more permanent pages of a book on ¢ Japan—Social,
Moral, &c.,” one of my relatives lost patience, and required
a formal contradiction to be inserted in a newspaper which
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whether he would or would not draw his sword and run
¢a muck’ on the foreigner. The defence of the yaconins,
when, on the return of the party, they were taken to task
for their supineness and inaction, was a pretence that
they saw he was too drunk to do any mischief,—an
unmitigated falsehood, for Mr. Macdonald could not
detect that he was drunk at all, and he certainly was
steady on his legs. But what if drunk, with two deadly
weapons at his belt—was he to be allowed to try his
drunken strength on the limbs and bodies of foreigners?
And the Ministers thought the excuse a valid plea for
immunity both to the ruffian and the officers !

But the anxieties and causes of trouble existing at this
period were not limited to the acts of Japanese subjects.
Foreigners themselves, from time to time, threw in their
contribution - toThe “combustible -materiats ready for a
general explosion, and wanting but a spark to “fire the
train. _Towards the end of November, one of those unto-
—ward events took place at Kanagawa, which might well
have proved a source of great danger to the whole com-
munity, and did for a time threaten them with indiscrimi-
nate acts of reprisal and vengeance. A British subject was
returning through Kanagawa from a shooting excursion,
with his gun over his shoulder, and his servant following,
with the result of his sport in the shape of a wild goose,
when a body of police pounced upon the servant. His
master turned back to the rescue ; when they proceeded to
arrest him also, upon which he brought his piece down,
cocked it, and threatened to shoot them if they advanced ;
and in the scuffle the gun was fired, and an officer des-
perately wounded —one arm being shattered above the
elbow, and the charge passing across — or into his chest.
The foreigner was instantly pulled down, bound hand and
foot, and carried off by the police; nor was it until the
middle of the night that the Consul could ascertain where
the prisoner was sccured, and claim him out of their hands.

Nothing could have been more unfortunate or ill-timed
for the interests and safety of the community to which
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that it was the desire of the British authorities to do that
justice when Japanese were concerned, which the former
were always insisting upon for their own people. The
court declared the prisoner guilty on several counts, one
of which was maliciously wounding, &c., and a sentence of
deportation with a fine of §1,000 was recorded. The
assessors dissented, and the judgement was accordingly
referred to the Minister, to whom the Queen’s order in
council gives power to ¢ confirm or vary or remit altogether
the punishment’ awarded by the Consular court. In this
case the punishment appeared to me inadequate, whether
as regarded the evidence of animus and the injury
inflicted on the Japanese, or the mischief and danger to
the whole community which resulted, and I added three
months’ imprisonment in addition, directing the 81,000 to
be paid as an indemnity to the wounded man ; who, if he
survived, would be rendered incapable of earning his
living by following his vocation. Neither the fine nor the
deportation, it was very generally known, carried any
punishment ; because the first (as was ostentatiously
boasted) would be subscribed for by the prisoner’s friends
and supporters in the community — and the deportation
would have taken place in any case by a voluntary act
of the accused, to escape the threatened vengeance of the
wounded man’s relations. The sentence was subsequently
made the subject of an action, brought against me by the
party convicted, who escaped his term of imprisonment
in Hongkong by a series of blunders and informalities
on the part of every one concerned, from the Consul at
Kanagawa to the Magistrate at Hongkong, and was
properly liberated by the judge on a writ of habeas
corpus, after one hundred and twenty hours’ durance. It
appeared on the subsequent hearing of the action, that
although the Minister had power to vary or remit, he was
still limited to fine and deportation — oR imprisonment.
Had I remitted the fine, or left out the deportation,—
neither of which really touched the prisoner in pocket or
convenience —I might have legally awarded twelve
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have paid the penalty of his life,— unless he speedily
disappeared, and made his escape from those who had
vowed to take it,—but to many of the best known and least
discreet of his supporters. Indeed, so general was the
conviction of this, that several took their passage by the
first ship, and it was a common report that the chief de-
linquent himself had arrived at the conviction, that he
ought to lose no time in getting away. The judgement
and nature of the punishment awarded was in effect a shield
of protection to him and to the whole community, what-
ever else it might be considered. This was no reason, of
course, why the accused should be either unjustly con-
victed or illegally sentenced, but the mere fact that the
life and security of many others besides the prisoner’s were
jeopardied by his acts, formed a very good reason for
careful scrutiny of all the evidence brought forward on
the trial. It furnished the strongest motive at the same
time for rightly determining — whether in effect he could
justly be held irresponsible for all the injury and mischief
resulting? I thoroughly satisfied myself that he could
neither morally nor legally be so considered; and that he
had rendered himself subject to & much heavier penalty
than was ultimately imposed. The numerous Japanese
witnesses present on the spot deposed that they heard
him threaten the officer to shoot them,—that he deliber-
ately cocked and pointed his gun at them ; and that im-
mediately subsequent to this he did actually fire and
wound the Japanese officer close to him, who, so far as he
was concerned, as I have said, was only acting in the per-
formance of his duty, and under the immediate orders of
his superior. Nothing but the clearest justification for
taking a life, could in the spirit of our laws exempt any
one in such circumstances as this evidence set forth,
from penalties of some kind. And as to the extent
and nature of those imposed in this case, it is only
necessary to look through the calendar of any assize
court, or even the police courts of the metropolis with a
summary jurisdiction for minor offences, to sec abundant
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could supply, is also to be anticipated and desired. If
it may fall oppressively in some cases on an upright
officer,—it has also the advantage of enforcing anxious
attention to the actual state of the law, and his powers
under it, without which a far worse evil might be-
fall many under his jurisdiction, than mere pecuniary
damages. Itiswell that Ministers, Consuls, and all other
public servants in the East should know and feel, when-
ever they are called upon to exercise authority, or ad-
minister the laws, that no integrity of heart or desire to
do right, no peculiarity of position however anxious or
perplexing, will ever weigh in the minds of those, to
whom a flaw in an indictment or a technical illegality
may give the power to assess damages. At home a
magistrate is equally liable to an action for acts done
in his judicial capacity; but he is under the special
protection of an Act of Parliament, commonly known
as Jervis’s Act, and if there be reason to suspect any local
feelings or prejudices calculated to bias the judgement,
he may move the venue to another court and locality,
and thus insure impartiality. No such protection exists
for the official in the East. He must be content to see
the case tried in a locality where, it may be notorious,
hostility exists to the whole system that gives judicial
powers to his class; — and where no opportunity is ever
lost of marking the feeling, by those who constitute the
juries, out of court, before and after sitting in the jury-
box, having no hesitation in loudly proclaiming it.*
Public opinion in small colonies or communities — dis-
cussing and prejudging all civil cases — so far from aiding
justice has a tendency to thwart or pervert it.

This is a very undesirable state of things for both
parties. It tends to keep up a spirit of antagonism, which

* The great institution of trial by jury is somewhat shorn of its fair
proportions, when the necessities of a tropical colony reduce the number of
Jurors to five, and a simple majority is required ; that is, three out of five—
nor does it tend to increase veneration or a sense of security, when the lead-
ing counsel for the plaintiff, after g'udgement, feels at liberty to censure and
reproach one of the jurors for not aving given his client larger damages.
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without the gravest prejudice to the material interests of all
who are seeking fortunes in the country. Consuls in the
East have administrative and political functions, as well as
judicial, imposed upon them, among which the latter are
only occasional and, so to speak, incidental,—while the
first two are constant and inseparable from the office. To
remedy the major part of these evils thus briefly sketched,
it has been proposed, that to the bench of the Supreme
Court at Hongkong should be added one puisne judge, or
if necessary two, to constitute a full Appellate Court, and
that each of these in rotation should visit the Chinese
and Japanese open ports periodically, and as visiting
judges try the graver cases, thus relieving the Minister
and Consul alike of all responsibility in regard to them.
By this plan the several communities would be relieved
of one of the greatest of their alleged grievances; for
it is not likely such a judge would ever sin on the side
of great youth. A lawyer by profession, it is to be
taken for granted all suitors and misdemeanants would
have law, and due observance of legal forms and tech-
nicalities, whatever else might be lacking. Whether
they would thus make sure of justice in a more prompt
or more satisfactory form, they might learn by experience.
And at all events, if the value of a thing bear any pro-
portion to its cost, there is very little doubt they would
have to pay for it at a sufficiently high rate compared
with consular justice (which to all its other sins has, I
think, added that of being nearly costless), to make them
disposed to value it highly, and to consider it a great
improvement on the ¢ cheap justice’ they have been com-
pelled heretofore to accept, faute de mieuxr. It is not
often possible to propose any scheme, where passions run
high and interests are large, that can have a prospect of
being equally pleasing and satisfactory to all parties;—but
this, I think, may boast of that rare merit. The British
communities would be liberated from the bondage to
‘boy-consuls’ and ¢lay justice,” with its contingent or
possible illegalities and technical errors, of which much






24 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN. - Cuar. 1

injury; and that during the twenty years which the Con-
sular jurisdiction has existed east of the Ganges, such as
it now is, they have suffered no substantial wrong or in-
justice at the hands of those authorities. Ifany just ground
of complaint existed, it would not, in my opinion, be for
excess of authoritative interference, but rather that it had
been short-handed in reaching delinquencies, which in
the general interest ought not to have escaped punishment.
The administration of justice has been prompt and satis-
factory on the whole, as well as nearly costless. Technical
errors and minor illegalities, or irregularities in the pro-
ceedings, may have been more or less common, and are
perhaps inevitable under the circumstances. Where there
has been neither legal training nor professional practice
in the courts, it could not well be otherwise. But a decision
on the merits of a case, where the points at issue are
generally free from intricacies turning on points of law,—
and such are the great majority of Consular cases,—may
meet all the requirements of justice, if intelligence
and honesty of purpose are not wanting in the presiding
officer. If it be contended that a legal education and
proficiency in legal forms and technicalities are both
essential and necessary, for the protection of the subject
in his rights and libertics, I have nothing to object;
or, at all events, I have no wish to contest the point.
But I would observe, in that case, the objection lies against
the symwmﬂndwrdumb who simply perform to the
best of their ability duties Toreet upon them by it ; and it
is scarcely fair, and certainly not generous, to make them
bear the odium and the penalties of what is, or may be
considered, objectionable in the first. Those who made
the system and appoint the officers under it, know per-
fectly well that these have no legal education or profes-
sional qualifications. It is also frequently alleged, that
to give judicial powers to unprofessional and more or
less inexperienced officers, is to expose the subject to
great danger of their arbitrary and oppressive exercise.
But I would say, in opposition to this theoretic objection,
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ever levy a higher fine than $200, and that only on
one occasion. But it requires to have lived in the East,
and among the foreign communities there, to have any
power of realising the spirit in which all exercise of
judicial power is regarded and canvassed. In London, or
elsewhere in England, a man in a respectable station,
young or otherwise, if he gets engaged in a broil, knocks
another down, or commits an assault of more or less
aggravated character, is without special warrant other
than a constable’s staff, made a prisoner, as a matter of
course, and if he offer any resistance, is apt to be handled
exceedingly roughly. He is then, equally as a matter of
course, locked up in a nauseous cell, totally regardless of
his respectability; and the next day he is put in the dock
before a magistrate — fined, or, as will occasionally
happen, sentenced to one or more weeks'— or months’
imprisonment if he has endangered life or otherwise com-
mitted aggravated injury. But whoever hears of a hue
and cry against the arbitrary tyranny and oppression of
the magistrate? Let the same thing take place in one of
the Chinese or Japanese ports, when the safety and
material interests of a whole community are at stake;
and let a Consul presume to inflict a penalty of fine or im-
prisonment upon a resident ; —and he may esteem himself
very fortunate if the press does not teem for weeks and
months with declamation and abuse, on the standard
theme of consular tyranny—or he be not subjected to all
the harass, cost, and anxiety of an action in the Supreme
Court of Hongkong, when, if any technical flaw can be de-
tected, the risk of vindictive and ruinous damages hangs
over his head. Let anyone take a file of a local paper at
random, and it will be odd if he turns over many copies
without an example which will fully bear out the truth of
this picture. This is an evil, not of yesterday, but of twenty
years' duration, and one that cries very loudly for remedy.
I believe it may be found in the course suggested, and
already partially acted upon in the Levant with happy
effect,— by the appointment of a visiting judge. It may
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or collision with one another, and their countrymen on the
spot into peril ; and to fail in this would be to endanger all
under their control. Whatever weakens a Consul’s hand
in the performance of such functions is an injury to all
under his jurisdiction, who must look to him in all
emergencies for aid and protection. And I am satisfied
that many of those whose course has this tendency
would be the first to regret it, and admit the folly and
mischief of persistence in it,—if they would take the
trouble, or could ever be induced to look at the whole
question, —stripped of local colouring and personal
feclings. These are only too natural, perhaps, to small
and isolated communities, far removed from the whole-
some influence of a public opinion formed under conditions
of greater freedom from class interests and petty rivalries
or animosities ; and representing the common sense of a
nation, instead of the passions of a small clique. But it is
not the less important that there should be a remedy
against the possibility of such passions controlling and
interfering with the free action of those in authority, to
whom the larger and more permancnt interests of a
nation are entrusted, as well as the security and tem-
porary interests of the few actually resident on the spot.
Whoever occupies such places of trust and responsibility
in China or Japan has the strongest claims to consideration
and support on the part of those whose interests he must
under all circumstances defend. That he often receives so
little of either on occasions such as this, is to be attributed
to many causes, some local and others gencral. Perhaps,
if the truth were known, there are none of the Anglo-
Saxon race who like the restraints which law imposes,
when they themselves individually are concerned. And
it is only in far distant points, like the settlements in the
East, the temporary home of so many mixed nationalities,
that the chance ever occurs to them of resisting or offering
objection in any tangible shape, without discredit, and con-
sequences too serious to be lightly risked. Here the Foreign
Representatives are isolated from all counsel or support,
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and they have each, alone and unaided, to make head
against all difficulties. They are surrounded by hostile
elements, native and foreign, and ever-recurring perplexi-
ties, entailing heavy responsibilities and much anxiety.
With an Oriental Government, and a treacherous and vin-
dictive race, to deal with on the one side, and some lawless
clements among those who claim their protection on the
other,—and often no means of compulsion save such as a
respect for the laws among their own people, and inter-
national obligations on the part of the Japanese, can supply,
neither of them much to be trusted —it may well be con-
ceived, even by those who have never been so tried, that
the position is at once anxious and harassing. A post
such as this brings with it too much wear and tear
not to leave, as time glides on, broad lines of care to
mark each year as it passes. And these sink all the
deeper where there is no other hope to lighten the task,
than that which may spring from the prospect of a speedy
release.

The old year was at its last hour, and as I sat musing
on all the incidents marking the struggle that had filled
up its days and months, I could not help feeling how
uncertain was the future. What the coming year might
bring of weal or woe to Japan, and the little band of
foreigners scattered amidst its millions, it was hard to
divine. Christmas had been made more home-like than
any preceding by the visit of Sir Hope and Lady Grant,
and an influx of staff-officers fresh from their Chinese
campaign. All the Legations, including the Prussian, had
their representatives at table, either in the person of the
chief or some of their staff. We sat down twenty-three ;
and within that number of days, one of the guests, perhaps
the most light-hearted of the whole, lay wrapped in a
bloody shroud.
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CHAPTER II

NEW YEAR'S DAY 1861 —THE GREETING IT BROUGHT IN YEDDO—
MENACE OF A GENERAL MASSACRE OF FOREIGNERS — VISIT AND
PROMPT DEPARTURE OF A BRITISH SQUADRON —— ASSASSINATION IN
THE STREETS OF YEDDO OF MR. HEUSKIN, SECRETARY TO THE
AMERICAN LEGATION—RENEWED MENACES DIRECTED AGAINST THE
WHOLE OF THE LEGATIONS — PUBLIC FUNERAL OF THE MURDERED
OFFICER — REPORTED SUICIDE OF HORI ORIBENO-NO-KAMI, ONE OF
THE GOVERNORS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS — CONFERENCE OF THE
FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES AT YEDDO.

OWARDS the close of 1860, the long-announced visit of

a British squadron in the Japanese waters took place,

the first since the establishment of the Legation ; and Rear-
Admiral Jones in H.M.8. ‘Impérieuse’ with a couple of
steam corvettes, the ¢Scout’ and the ¢ Encounter,’ arrived
in the Bay of Yeddo. The Admiral came on shore the
morning after Christmas day, and took up his residence
with me for a few days. Unpleasant rumours of danger
to the several Legations were afloat; but these were
unfortunately too common to attract much attention.
I paid a visit to present the Admiral to the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs, before the last day of the year.
Little took place worthy of note, unless it were the great
desire expressed by the Ministers to purchase some of
our largest frigates! It is difficult to know with what
object. They evidently desired to found a military navy,
and thought the first step would be to obtain the ships
and armaments ; without reflecting that if the object were
to contend with Western Maritime Powers, they would
merely beproviding prizeson the first outbreak of hostilities,
unless they were prepared with engineers and sailors to
work the ships, and efficient men to fight them. Doubt-
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retainers of the old Prince of Mito, having combined with
the intention of setting fire to the Foreign settlement at
Yokohama ; and at the same time of attacking each of
the Foreign Legations in the capital, and murdering their
inmates. Mr. Harris had immediately despatched Mr.
Heuskin, his secretary, to give me this information, together
with that of a proposition made to him on the part of
the Japanese Government, that all the Foreign Consuls
should at once move over to Yokohama, where, it was
stated, they could be more easily protected; while he
and the other Foreign Representatives should also consent
to abandon their several Legations for a time, and take
refuge under onc roof within the circle of the castle
moats, until these disturbers of the peace could be seized
and the country reported in a quieter state.

This was not an auspicious opening of the new year.
What I felt under such a notice, confirmed by a Governor
of Foreign Affairs the same night, sent to medirectfrom the
Great Council of State, and how painfully the utter uncer-
tainty of all knowledge as to the real state of the country,
and the authenticity of the facts reported by the Govern-
ment itself, will be better shown in the following extracts
from a despatch laid before both Houses by Her Majesty’s
command, than by anything I could write now, after so
many events have intervened to modify both feelings and
opinions : —*

‘These alarms of a general massacre are, so to speak,
periodical. Rumours of this kind have reached me,
cither through the Government or from other sources,
many times already, cven before the murder of the
Regent in March last by a party of these said lonins (a
name for disbanded soldiers and brigands), or the late
Prince of Mito’s armed followers, as is more generally
asserted and believed. The Government then made very
similar proposals to the Foreign Representatives ; and,
failing in convincing us either of the necessity or the

¢ See Correspondence respecting Affairs in Japan, in March and April
1891, Iaid befors both Houses of Parliament.  — pr
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understand how difficult it is to form a decided opinion
upon the actual amount of danger that may exist beneath
these manifestations of alarm and anxiety on the part of
the Government. How much of this is real, or what
may be feigned in furtherance of a policy it is calculated
to advance, must remain very doubtful in a country like
Japan, where it is difficult to obtain even a modicum of
truth, and no efforts are spared by the same Government
to keep from us all sources of exact or reliable informa-
tion ; and to mislead and deceive us as to the real state
of things, even going so far as to throw obstacles in the
way of learning their language.

‘They have at present a great object to attain, and one
which it cannot be doubted those who hold the executive
power in their hands have much at heart, namely, the
deferring of the opening of more ports, and the inaugu-
ration of a still more restrictive system, both as to inter-
course and trade, than they have hitherto been able,
or, perhaps, ventured upon attempting, to establish. I
believe there are men among those ruling powers capable,
in furtherance of this policy, if all less violent means
should fail, of bringing about a simulated popular
movement, in which foreign lives would be sacrificed,
cither those of the Legations or of the merchants at the
neighbouring ports, or both.

¢I say simulated, for, although I know to my cost that
the general dearncss of every article of consumption, the
alleged cause of popular discontent, exists, so far as we
are concerned, I have strong doubts whether it exists for
the Japanese ; and if it does, I should be farther inclined
to believe that it was artificial in its source, and brought
about by the direct action of the ruling classes with a
view to make out their case. And still I can see no sign
of popular ill-feeling or hostility towards foreigners. If
ever insult or menace is offered it comes from the bearers
of two swords, and this class alone.

‘I believe this the more strongly, because satisfied from
my own observation that there are among the body of
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which are superfluities and better dispensed with, to the
enrichment at best of the few, and the serious injury of
the many. Nor are these arguments invented for them
by Europeans as a mode of accounting for effects by a
preconceived theory. They have, at different times and
piecemeal, been all brought forward by the Ministers —
or by Governors of Foreign Affairs, who are often their
mouth-pieces,— when discussing various measures with
me, for retarding or avoiding execution of the Treaty.

“In so far as these views prevail, therefore, they who
direct the government of the country have everything to
gain, and nothing to lose, by throwing down the gauntlet.
If ever this should be resolved on, there is little doubt
that all foreigners in and about the capital will be swept
away, as the first step. I do not wish Her Majesty’s
Government to understand that I see with any certainty
such an issue to the efforts now making to establish
friendly and permanent commercial relations in the
country. But still we are now actually threatencd with
a catastrophe of this kind ; and I think your Lordship
should know that we carry on our relations under a
menace, which may at any moment be carried into exe-
cution. Nor do I see what prudence or courage can do
to avert such a calamity, if it were really determined
upon. In all probability we should either have no warn-
ing, or none distinguishable from thosc we are now re-
ceiving at this moment, in time for us to escape ; or there
would be no British ship of war (still less likely that of
any other nation) into which we could make our escape.

¢ Surrounded, therefore, by menace, doubt, and suspicion
— by dangers, the cxtent of which we are utterly without
means of verifying, it is hard to determine on what course
to steer, or how disastrous results may most securely be
averted. But taking all the circumstances into considers-
tion, I have not felt justified in allowing Admiral Jones
to leave without taking some steps to prevent my being
left without a single ship of war within reach at this
time.’
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looked for, from ships of war lying many miles off in the
roadstead. Nothing but the landing of a force to occupy
the Legation could avail, and that I have not asked.’

To the Admiral I wrote, ‘Since my letter of the 1st,
various representations have reached me from official and
other sources, which leave no doubt in my mind that
some serious danger does exist of a very unusual character,
threatening the lives of every foreigner in the capital and
the neighbouring port, and that the Japanese Government
distrust their own power effectually to protect them. Not
only is this the tenour of their communications to me
personally, and through the Governor of Kanagawa to
Her Majesty’s Acting Consul, as I learn at this moment
by an express from that officer, but my own observation
of the measures taken by the Government here undoubt-
edly proves a state of the greatest alarm. The whole
road from Yokohama to the Legation is kept by large
patrols of armed men. A Daimio has been given charge
of this Legation, and some two hundred of his followers
are here with two field-pieces. Some crisis is plainly
anticipated, and whether the blow is to be aimed at
the foreigners alone, or the Government through the
forcigners, there must be danger to both, of no light or
ordinary character.

* Under these circumstances, I should utterly fail in my
duty as Her Majesty’s Minister and Representative, if I
allowed you to depart, leaving only a single ship of your
squadron as you propose, without again calling your
attention in the most urgent terms to the present aspect
of affairs.’

This had the effect of detaining the impatient squadron
for a few days. But understanding the reluctance with
which a necessity for delay had been admitted, and that
small-pox had broken out on board the flag-ship to such
an extent as to require her either to put to sea or
land her men, I came to the ‘conclusion, that they had
better go, as this would make a new complication, and
the last danger might be worse than the first. I could
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sentatives all security, or hope of vigorous measures for
their protection. Not only were none taken on this
occasion — not a soldier called out—but there was a
total absence of any precautions to prevent a surprise
or sudden attack along the line of road, which lay for
more than a mile by the banks of a river; and offered
great facilities of attack from cross-roads leading to it, and
bridges which traversed it at short intervals.

The whole of the Foreign Ministers, strongly impressed
with the significance of these events, and the sinister
rumours which continually circulated of plots for a general
massacre, met, by common consent, the next day at the
British Legation to consider their position, and what
course it behoved them to take, not merely for their
own safety; but for the honour and dignity of their
respective Sovereigns, and the interests and lives of every
foreigner in the country.

I thus briefly described the facts to ILM.’s Secretary
of State:—

‘The conference was attended by all, but an unfortunate
divergence of opinion on the part of the American
Minister, went far to neutralise the good effect that might
have resulted could perfect unanimity have been attained.
The French, Dutch, and Prussian Representatives and
myself were entirely in accord. Mr. Harris alone of the
five present was willing to let things take their course,
and to confide in the good faith of the Japanese Govern-
ment. Neither the assassination of his Secretary nor the
warning at the funeral, and all that followed, seemed able
to shake his faith in their honesty of purpose and ability
to afford protection. It was in vain under these circum-
stances that the rest of his colleagues, one after the other
pointing to a long series of assassinations, the constant
denial of justice, and a continued system of menace and
intimidation, showed the impossibility of reconciling the
views he entertained with the facts.

¢A second conference two days later having been
determined upon, no decision was taken—and when the
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balance of probabilities, where the wisest must often be
sore perplexed. I remember meeting with the above
remarks about this time, and they seemed so peculiarly
apposite, that they were strongly impressed on my
memory. Perhaps I found encouragement in the reflec-
tion they suggested, that however trying my position, it
only presented the same conditions of perplexity and
anxious doubt that must be the usual attendant of all
action in critical circumstances, where there is great
responsibility upon a single head. In this instance, I had
at least the satisfaction of knowing that all my colleagues,
with a single exception, were perfectly of one mind with
myself. We had determined at the second conference,
with entire unanimity, to withdraw from Yeddo; sending
in at the same time a vigorous—protest against the whole
system of intimidation and murder, of which we were made
the victims, with the cognisance and seemingly tacit ac-
quiescence of the Government to which we were accredited.
Count Eulenberg, the Prussian Minister, was on the point
of concluding a treaty on which he had been engaged for
six months, such had been the obstinate resistance he had
encountered ; notwithstanding which, he did not hesitate
to join in this decisive step, merely deferring his departure
until after the day fixed, then close at hand, for its signa-
ture. Nothing could have been more generous or loyal
than this course, which required no small amount of
moral courage. I even endeavoured to dissuade him,
pointing out that as he was in Yeddo only on an extra-
ordinary mission, and not en permanence, he was not
really called upon to identify himself with those who were.

This decision taken, I immediately began my prepara-
tions for carrying it into effect, by sending to hire any
houses that could be found for the Legation, packing and
sending off a few articles of furniture, &c., and on the day
of my departure a week later, I addressed a strong repre-
sentation to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to be laid
before the great Council of State, setting forth the grounds
for our common accord, and the motives of the step
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‘Moved by these considerations, and perfectly con-
vinced by all the experience of the past, of the hopelessness
of any farther effort by mere remonstrance on the spot, to
effect the changes which it was too plain could not be
deferred without risk of the gravest complications, and, it
might be, national calamity, if, unfortunately, farther
lives should be lost, I took immediate steps, after the
funeral, to communicate with my colleagues, and an-
nounce my resolution to avert, if possible, the dangers L
foresaw in the continued supineness of the Government.

‘I determined, with this view, to withdraw temporarily
from the Legation at Yeddo, and I now write to acquaint
you that I have carried this resolution into effect. I shall
take up my residence, for the present, at Kanagawa or
Yokohama, where I can not only command means of
protection, if required, from Her Majesty’s ships, but also
take such steps as may be needful for the security of my
countrymen. There I shall wait with calmness the result
of farther communication with the Government of the
Tycoon, free, for the first time for eighteen months, if not
from the menace of assassination, at least from any
anxiety as to such threats being immediately carried into
execution to the peril and disgrace of Japan.’

That it was a momentous step we all felt, and I can say
for myself that it was taken with the greatest reluctance;
and only on the strongest conviction that it was the one
most likely to produce a salutary influence on the
councils of the Japanese Government ; while indecision,
or waiting upon Providence with folded hands, trusting to
a Government that had shown nothing but ineptitude or
apathy when efficient protection was required, could only
lead to a repetition of similar acts of bloodshed, and in all
probability the massacre so often menaced. The main
question was by what means this could be best and most
surely prevented? I and my colleagues believed this could
only be done by holding the Government responsible for
the security of life, not only as regarded the Legations, but
foreigners generally, living in the country under the safe-
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In the centre of the group is a Roman Catholic priest in
his white robes, and on a terrace above the heads of all,
stand five Japanese dignitaries, Governors of Foreign
Affairs, whose attendance is anything but voluntary on
their part. These, dressed in their Haka-ma of ceremony,
look coldly down upon the scene at their feet. The
flags of four Treaty Powers are there, to which those
of Prussia, not yet in the number, is joined, and to the
right the Representatives of those Powers are all present,
surrounded by a strong guard of Prussian marines,—no ship
of war ofany other nation being at the anchorage. In the
centre is the newly dug grave, into which the sun pours
a flood of light, as if to rob it of half its terrors. The
bier is covered by the American flag, for though Dutch
by birth, the murdered official was a servant of the United
States ; and as the service proceeded, notes of sadness filled
the air from the band of the Prussian frigate — a wail of
sorrow and complaint. Farewell to the dead—ashes to
ashes, dust to dust! The flags are lowered, while with
uncovered heads the Ministers each cast in a handful of
earth. In mute sorrow it is done— in sorrow and hu-
miliation too, for a murdered brother lies in that grave
over which the flags of five European Powers are drooped
in honour, yet were they all powerless to protect from the
hand of the assassin him now laid so low, and equally
powerless are they to secure future safety to those now
standing by the grave.

Redress for the past and Safety for the future—these
were the two things it most behoved every Foreign Repre-
sentative there to obtain; and they were precisely those
which the most sanguine could hardly hope to succeed in
securing. The beauty of the site and clearness of the
sky, only contrasted the more painfully with the moral
features of the scene. A foreigner in his prime, the only
son of a widowed mother,—cut down in his strength, and
murdered by a band of political assassins in the streets
of a great Eastern capital, where all but the few mem-
bers of the Legations are still jealously excluded,—lay
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enemies, who might be thousands, or perhaps could be
counted by tens and hundreds, if the Government were
willing and true. As it was, all remained shrouded in dark
and impenetrable mystery. Whence came the blows of the
assassin, in such a long and seemingly endless series of
murders and butcheries? The only answer to be got from
the Government was ¢ Lonins, men of the Prince of Mito.’

It is somewhere related by Bruce, that a custom once
existed in Abyssinia, when factions were violent and
ready to tear each other in pieces for mutual wrongs, to
compromise the quarrel by means of a camel. It was
agreed that nobody in Abyssinia had been to blame on
either side, only the camel, and the whole mischief, be it
what it might, was the work of the camel. The luckless
animal it was that had threatened to attack the Aga’s
castles, to burn his mother, destroy the cattle, or fire the
town ; he it was who had cursed the sheriff of Mecca, and
destroyed the wheat !

The Prince of Mito in Japan seems to have played the
part of the Abyssinian camel for the last Two years; and
now that even he, in strict accordance with Abyssinian
precept, has been slain, his ghost still haunts the country in
the shape of the prince’s men; and lonins of Mito are
made responsible for all the mischief threatened or done.

If only we could trust the Government of the country,
trust their energy and their good faith, we might find pa-
tience to meet the evils which may be inseparable from the
effervescence of a sudden contact between two compounds
go differently constituted as European and Japanese civilisa-
tion. But it is impossible to have much intercourse with
the ruling classes and their subordinates, without being
perpetually reminded of the treachery and cruelty of the
Venetian rulers, themselves Asiatic in origin and tempera-
ment.

To this day may be seen in one of the cells of the in-
quisition at Venice, traced in an unstcady hand, as in the
dark, lines which speak of deepest perfidy : —

Da chi mi fido guardami Dio ;
Da chi non mi fido, mi guardaro io.
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which they were accredited made a cool disclaimer of re-
sponsibility for any evil that might befall,—or vigorously
resist such efforts. So far as I was personally concerned,
I never felt a moment’s hesitation as to which of the
courses ought and must be adopted, whatever the in-
dividual risk, or peril to life. I believe there were
none among our number, unless it were the American
Minister, who conceived safety could be purchased, con-
sistently with the honour and dignity of the national flag,
at such a price as the Japanese Government attached,
namely, the negation of all freedom of locomotion, or
action — making the Legations so many prisons in all
but the name.

A crisis had come, and upon the manner in which it
should be met by the Foreign Representatives would
greatly depend our future relations with the country. A
grecting had come to the assembled Ministers of the Five
Powers, when met together at the American Legation, to
follow the last victim of this Machiavelian policy, spoken
by the Government through their own organs — ¢ A great
danger menaces all your lives from which we cannot
secure you, if you persevere in your intention of following
the body to the grave’ And then, as if to prove to
demonstration the utter absence of good faith, or concern
Jor what might happen, the whole route was left unguarded
and open to attack. Now either they had good reason
to know there was danger, and in that case they were
bound, by every motive of national good faith and honour,
to strain the utmost powers of the Government to avert it,
and afford protection ; or no such danger cxisted, and the
announcement was an infamy and an outrage. The
Japanese Government, by its own acts, placed itself
between the two horns of this dilemma, from which there
was no escape. KEven our American colleague on the
day of the funeral seemed to have this conviction; unfor-
tunately it did not last, and the next day his confidence
in the Government that had thus pilloried itsclf, appeared
to have returncd stronger than ever. I and my colleagues
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nate only to the Ministers themselves, and their right
hand apparently, destroy himself? Into what disgrace
had he fallen? He was engaged as one of the pleni-
potentiaries in negotiating the Prussian treaty on the point
of being concluded — was it this? Had he been ex-
pected to succeed, under pretext of framing a treaty, in
deferring its conclusion indefinitely, and failed? He was,
as I have said, one of the most esteemed of the Governors,
corresponding in rank and functions to an Under-Secre-
tary of State, and was universally regretted by the
Legations. This event immediately following Mr. Heus-
kin’s murder seemed to throw some light on the causes
of Oribeno’s death. Some of the circumstances im-
mediately preceding this deed of violence I have not
yet related. On January 15, there was a gathering of
" plenipotentiaries and officials, Japancse and Prussian,
at the temporary residence of Count Eulenberg, the
Prussian Envoy. The clauses of the treaty with
Prussia had all been agreed upon, after five months
of refusals and delay, and in a few days it was to be
signed. The presents to the Tycoon and some of his
high officers were to be dclivered —works of art (sadly
thrown away), costly and choice volumes from the royal
printing press, on Egyptian antiquities and scenery; speci-
mens of superb binding ; a portable magnetic telegraph,
by which the Tycoon might communicate his orders the
circuit of his palace ; a fine series of photographic views;
equestrian statuettes mounted on richly moulded pedestals .
of bronze, &c. Among the busiest of the party was Mr.
Heuskin, who was rendering the same important service
to Count Eulenberg which he had afforded to Lord Elgin,
by acting as his interpreter. After dinner he mounted his
horse to return, as was his daily habit, to the American
Legation, where he resided ; preceded by a mounted
yaconin with a paper lantern suspended to his waist by a
flexible bamboo, as is their habit. The Tycoon’s arms
are emblazoned on the transparency, and he was followed
by two others, the ordinary escort of members of the
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to dismount, and fell to the ground in the attempt. He
had received a frightful gash across the abdomen, from
which the bowels protruded, besides several other thrusts
and cuts of less moment. There he lay, whollydeserted and
weltering in his blood, it is not known exactly how long.
It appears his assassins felt satisfied they had effectually
done their work, for they did not follow him up. And as
for his brave defenders bearing the Tycoon’s arms, they
only returned with assistance after a long interval. He
survived but an hour or two after his arrival at the Lega-
tion — long enough, however, to tcll the dismal tale, and
state distinctly all that had occurred. Fortunately, for the
yaconins had a version of the attack which rivalled Fal-
staff’s. They had been set upon by at least thirty men, and
notwithstanding such terrible odds, kept by their charge to
the last— one only, when Mr. Heuskin fell from his horse,
being sent on to get assistance to carry him home. But
the dying man’s testimony was too strong and clear.
Even the Government this time, wonderful to say,
hesitated to accept the yaconins’ report.  Of course two
Governors of Foreign Aflairs were despatched immediately
with condolences, expressions of sympathy, and assurances
of justice,— precisely as had been done when my linguist
was assassinated in broad daylight under the flagstaff of
the British Legation a twelvemonth before — since which
nothing had been heard of the assassins except that they
could not be discovered. 8o had it been with eight suc-
cessive victims —so it followed with this last! Such
assured immunity is perhaps the worst feature of the
whole, as obviously fatal to all sccurity. And where was
the remedy to be sought? This was a question which
could not any longer remain without an answer—and the
four Representatives of Great Britain, France, Prussia,
and Holland, resolved a solution should be sought in
a determined protest, backed by the striking of their
flags, and their temporary retirement to Yokohama.
Many days were consumed in the neecessary preparations
for the lodging of the Legations in the dearth of house-
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room at the settlement of Yokohama; and it was not
until the end of the month that either the French Minister
or myself could embark, the ¢ Encounter’ and Pioneer’
fortunately giving us both the means. The Dutch Diplo-
matic Agent had preceded us — and Count Eulenberg,
having obtained the signature of his treaty, prepared to
follow in a day or two— Mr. Harris, the American Min-
ister, alone remained, disapproving entirely of the course
thus unanimously followed by all his colleagues. He
indeed predicted that those who withdrew from the
capital would never be able to return; but I had, as the
event proved, a tolerably well-founded conviction to the
contrary ; while I felt certain that to remain was to invite
the very dangers it was the desire of all to avert. It was
a question of means to the end, and with opinions so di-
ametrically opposed, it only remained for each to follow
his own course.
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CHAPTER IIL

SECOND PHASE OF THE CRISIS—FLAGS OF FOUR TREATY POWERS
STRUCK—PROTEST AGAINST THE INADEQUACY OF MEANS TAKEN TO
PROTECT LIFE—NEGOTIATIONS FOR RETURN OF BRITISH AND FRENCH
MINISTERS TO THE CAPITAL — CONDITIONS STIPULATED ON THE
PART OF FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES—FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF THESE
ON THE PART OF THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT, AND THE RETURN OF
THE FORMER UNDER A SALUTE TO THE NATIONAL FLAGS OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND FRANCE ON THEIR ENTRANCE.

E had now entered upon a second phase of the crisis.

The flags of four of the Treaty Powers had been
struck, and their respective Representatives had each for-
warded astrongprotest to the Japanese Government, against
a total denial of justice, and the absence of all efficient
protection or security to life,—with what result remained
to be secen. It had been made clear to the Japanese
Government, that in withdrawing from the capital and
striking their flags, we had no intention of breaking
off relations with it ; and without implying any menace of
hostilities if our reasonable demands were not complied
with, they must have seen that there was a determination,on
the part of my colleagues and myself, to effect some change
for the better in our relations. In a circular to the British
Consuls, I fully explained our actual position, and the
objects we contecmplated. They were told to explain to
the Governors of their respective ports, that our object
was not to create a rupture, but, if possible, to avert any
such calamity, (while relieving the Government of Japan
from a great danger); and to induce them, without farther
delay, to take what steps might be neccessary to place
their relations with Foreign Powers on a better and safer
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greater security in the future which we were so fully entitled
to demand. It was a struggle, however, in which they had
all the advantage of a chance of winning by simply doing
nothing, whereas it behoved us to make such moves on
the political chess-board as should compel them to act.
I speak only of the future, for as regarded the past, to insist
upon any redress for things already done, would have been
to enter upon a large field of complaints, and debates that
might be endless. 1t was the future position of Foreign
nations and their Representatives in Japan which it was
most important to regulate and improve. I resolved,
therefore, from the beginning, that I would welcome any
fair guarantce for this, and trust, after my return to
Yeddo, to convert what might be merely promises of
improvement, into material results. Mr. Harris himself,
as I wrote to the Foreign Office at the time, could not be
more impressed than I was, with the consciousness that if
satisfactory relations were ever to be established with the
Government and people, we must nceds be content with
improvement by slow degrees, and put up in the mean-
time with many shortcomings, and not a few wrongs.
Nothing, indeed, could be more opposed to the whole
tenour and spirit of my instructions, or less in harmony
with my own sentiments and convictions, than a policy
founded on coercion, and carried out by menaces. Iknew,
moreover, that any rupture of the relations established by
treaty would be regarded by Her Majesty’s Government,
and by the whole nation, with equal anxiety and regret,
as a calamity which no effort should have been spared
to prevent, and no future advantage could well compen-
sate. And no one will envy the position of anxious
Tresponsibility in which my French colleague and myself
were placed, during the month following our withdrawal
from Yeddo, in which time the question at issue was
brought to a final solution in the only sense we desired.

The Japancse Government, exactly as I had anticipated,
although manifesting considerable uncasiness and anxiety
as to what might be the full import of our withdrawal
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security of life, and at the same time to put an end to the
gystem of alternate assassination and intimidation which
could no longer be tolerated. An official letter from the
Ministers only arrived after a week had elapsed, couched
in vague and unsatisfactory terms.

In the meantime, during my constrained residence in
this infant settlement, I tried to turn it to some good
account in the interest of the foreign residents and their
location. And in order to ascertain in the most satisfactory
manner in what direction my efforts could most avail, I
requested the Consul to call a public meeting of his
countrymen, and ask them to furnish a statement of their
principal grievances and subjects of complaint in precise
terms, more especially as regarded the principal of them,
such as the currency, the free exchange of produce, and
the occupation of land, with reference to the arbitrary
restrictions, and official interference on the part of the Ja-
panese authorities, of which many complaints had reached
me. These, together with better security of life and pro-
perty, a better custom-house administration, and certain
local improvements in respect to roads, bridges, &c.,
scemed to exhaust the list of practical grievances in re-
ference to treaty rights or privileges, and the interests of
commerce.

And I may state here, that although many practical
results were not possible within the month of my resi-
dence on the spot—the bases of an agreement with the
Japanese authorities were established, from which in the
course of the year many material changes for the better
were finally derived — though not without reiterated
efforts, after my return to the capital. What our actual
position at the trading port was at this period, may be
secn by reference to the proceedings of the public meeting
to be found in the Appendix.*

The letter of the Ministers bore date February 9,
in which they assured me that the neglectful conduct of

* See Appendix A.
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sent to us requesting our return to the capital, under the
conditions set forth in the minute of the first conference.

The formal acceptance of these conditions, and the in-
vitation in the name of the Tycoon, were received within
two days; and on March 2 —exactly four weeks from our
departure — we embarked on board H.M.S. ¢ Encounter’
and ¢ Pioneer’ and returned to Yeddo. But we returned
not as we went—for one of the conditions was that we
should be received at the landing-place by two of the
Governors of Foreign Affairs, and conducted to our re-
spective Legations—and when our flags were hoisted,
that the batteries should salute cach with twenty-one
guns.

Thus ended the grave crisis— ostensibly to the satisfac-
tion of all parties ; and there can be no doubt several im-
portant results had been attained. The conditions of our
return were briefly, a formal pledge from the Tycoon, by
and with his Council of State, to provide effectually here-
after for the safety of the Legations, and their exemption
from violence and menace, thua . xecognising without
reservation their responsibility ;—the official invitation to
resume their posts,—and finally the public reception of
the Foreign Representatives who had left under menace
of violence,— with marks of respect to the national flags,
by a hitherto unused distinction of a royal salute at the
moment they were hoisted. The last public homage and
mark of respect I had rightly anticipated was that which
cost the most to obtain—but finding it impossible to
sccure our return without this concession, it also was
agreed to in the end. Under thesc circumstances it ap-
peared to me as to my colleague, that the objects for
which we had accepted so many sacrifices and such grave
responsibility would be fairly attained by our return.
The false position in which Foreign Representatives had
been placed by the Japancse Government perpetually
warning them, and through them all their countrymen,
of danger and threats of massacre, under a practical
disclaimer of responsibility, or, at all events, of their
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power to prevent either the one or the other, would cease.
Their position would not, on the face of it, be one utterly
derogatory to the nations they represented. Life, either
their own or that of their countrymen at the ports, might
not in effect be perfectly secured : this, in the present
state of the country and its government, might be unat-
tainable, but there could be little doubt that a great step
towards that end would have been made. Lastly, various
manceuvres and devices, designed apparently to lower the
Foreign Representatives in the eyes of the people, and to
restrict them from all free communication, were formally
repudiated ; and the maintenance of those existing, or the
creation of new expedients to the same end, if not ren-
dered impossible, were certainly made more difficult.
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CHAPTER IV.

JOURNEY OVERLAND FROM NAGASAKI TO YEDDO ACROSS THE ISLAND
OF KIUSIU — OBSERVATIONS ON JAPANESE LIFE IN TOWN AND

. COUNTRY — SOCIAL CONDITION — MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE
JAPANESE — GLIMPSES OF FEUDALISM AND THE POLITICAL ORGAN-
ISATION OF THE COUNTRY.

AVING already given a detailed account of a journey
through the interior of Japan, while describing the
pilgrimage to Fusiyama, in which the casual incidents and
subjects of observation occurring by the wayside, the
mode of travelling, accommodation, &c., were all noticed as
they occurred, I do not propose giving anything like an
itinerary or daily journal of this second and longer expe-
dition. A recurrence to subjects already touched upon,
however interesting in themselves, or worthy of farther
study on the spot, could only weary rcaders at a distance.
My attention was morcover directed mainly on this second
journey to such facts and incidents, as might help me to
form a judgement of the relations actually existing between
the ruling classes and the masses; of the developement
of intelligence in the middle and lower ranks, and the
influence which feudalism in its oriental phase exer-
cised upon the population, rural and urban. For this
purpose it was needful to carry my observations not only
among the tillers of the soil, but into the cities and those
great centres of life and activity where commerce and
large intercourse might be expected to give a fuller, if not
a more distinctive expression and form to national life.
Of the political and social status of the Japanese, it must
for many years to come be very difficult to form a
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not selon les regles, as set down in Japanesc laws and
customs for the use of foreigners.

It so happened that the head of the Dutch Mission,
Mr. de Wit, whose society could not fail to be a plea-
sure, as his companionship was a great advantage in
all other respects, had arranged to travel the road on this
occasion with me. And certainly no one could be less dis-
posed than was mycolleague to be put through the old series
of Japanese ways and devices, either as regarded personal
frecdom or antiquated tariffs of expenses established 200
years ago, for the special benefit of the Japanese officials,—
by which some 3,000l of Dutch money must have re-
mained in their hands, after payment of the actual expenses
of the journey. About 4,000l was always charged, and
the whole cost in this instance, though we were by no
means exempt from extortion, did not amount to 5004 for
Mr. de Wit and myself, with three gentlemen attached to
the British Legation. But this result was not achieved
without effort and many battles — the two Ministers cor-
dially joining in a determined resistance to all unblushing
exactions, on the one side—and the whole array of
Yaconinerie as steadfastly bent on maintaining time-
honoured customs, and strong in their resolution stare
super antiquas vias. But progress and innovation carried
the day.

I think they only made one serious attempt to put
us in the old harness, and as that was at the beginning —
and signally failed, they probably gave it up as hopeless
in the end. It came in the form of a proposal that we
would pledge ourselves ¢ never to go before the escort,
and always to stop at the places they should designate for
meals or sleeping.” When it was objected that this would
be to make them our keepers or masters, rather than
attendants, it was obscrved, with a Japanese genuflexion,
that it was only a form; if we would sign the engage-
ment, when once out of the town, we could then do as we
pleased. 'When informed that we preferred doing as we
might judge best, without the previous formality of signing
a bond to do only as others might please, they evidently ‘
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very anxious to join the expedition, and requiring change
of air and scene for his health ; and an artist, for whom
it was an opportunity never likely to return. As he
was connected with the ¢Illustrated News,’ I thought it
the best possible means of making Japan better known to
the British public, a very desirable object in itsclf, and
did not hesitate to add him to my suite. I would very
gladly have attached a botanist also, but, unfortunately,
although three arrived in the country within a week or
two, none were within reach at the time.

Our departure was fixed for the 1st of June. The two
or three preceding days were wet and stormy, apparently
ushering in the south-west monsoon. The die was cast,
however, and although the morning was anything but
smiling, about ten o’clock the caravan got under way—
some on horseback, some in norimons, filling the whole
street of the usually silent Decima, where the hospitable
house of the Dutch Consul General stands. Our Japanese
escort — yaconins, ometskis, and interpreters, ¢ officers’
officers,” and the ¢ servants of servants,’ — in number un-
told. These with our own followers, and the baggage of
the whole party as we left the town, stretched in a
line which seemed interminable.

For an hour before starting a large space in front of
the house had been filled with kicking horses and scream-
ing owners, with a very mob of officials and their attend-
ants, norimons, kangos, and their bearers. There were
yaconins of all kinds and degrees—Ilooking very much
like my friend here, his sword-hilt covered up with his
long mitten to preserve the weapon from the rain, which
was pelting pitilessly on his umbrella of a hat — for it
answers both purposes admirably — but accepting his
destiny with a stoical philosophy and resignation which
strips the worst lot of half its bitterness. The sketch on
the following page is one for which the materials were
seldom wanting during the journey ; although we were
much better treated by the weather, after all, than we
had any right to expect.
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know when they are mercly giving warning of danger
as a pretext for objecting to a diplomatic agent’s giving
effect to the treaties, or exercising any privilege which
might enlighten him as to the true state of affairs; —
and when it is given in good faith, because they know
danger of a specific kind does actually exist, which it
behoves him and them to guard against.

The Governor having in vain sought to turn us seaward
by the general warnings of danger, sent his good wishes ;
and although we set off under a lowering sky, the clouds
lifted for a short space and let us mount our horses, with
a fuint promise of fair weather. But we were hardly well
out of the town, before the sluice-gates above us were
opened, spoiling to the eye what would otherwise have been
beautiful scenery. Our way led through several villages
picturesquely grouped on the hill sides, and along the edge
of the road. One of the first, just out of Nagasaki, Mr.
Wirgman sketched, with a tea-house for the foreground,
and such habitués as may most frequently be seen in such
localitics.

The corn harvest was in progress, and, by-the-bye, it
has always been a mystery to me how the good people
in Japan get in their corn, for it seems destined to be
in the wet scason that it must be gathered, as they
cut their wheat in June. The rice harvest does not
come until November, but last year, the autumn being
also exceptionably wet, much of the crop was left to rot
in the fields—a serious calamity to a rice-cating population
like the Japanese. At this time of the year, green plots
of the brightest hue indicate where the seed rice is
thickly sown, for the purpose of being transplanted out
during the month, after the ground has been well watered,
plou«rhul, and harrowed, and finally made into a sea of
mud !

Of all agricultural employments, 1‘1ce-plantmg seems
to be the least enviable I have yet scen, and we had
ample opportunitics throughout the journey of learning
all its details. Men and women, with their backs bent
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help recalling the charitable exclamation of John Huss
when he saw a pious old woman bringing a faggot to his
stake, ¢ O sancta simplicitas!’ O holy simplicity, which
has no fears of a censorious world, is vexed by no
arbitrary code of conventional proprieties, and feels no
shame in the absence of covering. She had washed, and
was clean; and with the consciousness alone that she
had accomplished a duty, evidently saw no reason why
all the world should not know, and see it too, if they
chanced to come that way. There were great crowds of
men and women luxuriating in them ; and I suppose it is
the force of habit, but they certainly bear par-boiling, both
men and women, better than any people I ever met with.

A photographic view and a sketch were obtained
of the busy scene, although a midday sun made the first
very trying work. The springs are close to the banks of
a river, shaded by some noble trees; and the scene is
both lively and picturesque, with groups of votaries,
nude and draped, crowding round the various reservoirs,
and enjoying alternately the medicinal virtues of the
waters, and the cool shade of the trees.

During thisfirst part of the journey, the extreme richness
and fertility of the soil were in striking contrast with the
apparent poverty of those who lived on it. Even inthe large
towns, though there were of course better houses to be seen
than in thevillages and hamlets, there was no sign of activity
or prosperity. A sketch of the road leading through the
first village as we left Nagasaki, where the houses still
partake of the character and something of the prosperity
of aseaport and a place of trade, has already been given.®
Some of the towns were both large and populous, with
a much superior style of architecture. The view on the
opposite page was taken in the principal street of Omurs,
a provincial capital of onc of the Daimios, where we
passed a night. A crowd collected to catch a glimpse of
such novel visitors, and a few matchlock-men were passing
at the moinent the artist was sketching. But these are both

® See p. 70.
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volved in obscurity. Nor do I believe any foreigner
at present can obtain trustworthy information. Another
peculiarity in the physical character of the country
has already been noticed, in the great prevalence of sand.
The mountains were sandstone, and the rivers were
sand, more than water. It could be traced everywhere
in the soil, so much so that nothing but centurics of
manuring of the most fertilising kind, and an unlimited
supply of water, with all the patient toil of a Japanese
population, could ever have brought it into the crop-
bearing state. But they seem to grow everything, corn
and rice in large quantities, buckwheat, millet, beans, espe-
cially a kind called Daiko, with a white flower, from
which they make soy. This plant covered large tracts. A
few patches of poppy here and there appeared, grown no
doubt. for the opium, but I fancy, to be used only as a
medicine, for, except as regards a few in immediate
contact with the Chinese colony at Nagasaki, I have not
heard the Japanese are addicted to it as a narcotic stimu-
lant. They prefer their Saki, made by distillation from
rice, which 18 of every degree of strength, from weak
wine to ardent spirits.

As another consequence of this geological feature,
all the rivers are sand-choked. And this condition is
not limited to Kiusiu alone; for all the rivers on the
road, and we must have passed more than a hundred
on our way to Yeddo, are obstructed by sand-banks,
and the water is scarcely four fect deep anywhere.
Often a wide margin of sand and pebble alone marks
where a river has once flowed, and in the centre is
a shallow rippling stream, in the midst of which sand-
banks innumerable appear above the surface, and ob-
struct its course. During the wet season, no doubt from
the close proximity of the hills and mountain ranges, the
country below is subject to great freshes; and a large
volume of water is poured down the ravines, flooding the
plains and carrying the detritus of the soft sandstone and
gravel and boulders in vast quantities on to the banks, and
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air, exposed to rapid deterioration. Some of the coal
itself appeared of tolerable quality, but small.

It is from this Prince of Fizen’s territories chiefly that
Nagasaki is supplied with coal for our ships, and great
complaints are made of its quality. It is generally con-
sidered mere surface coal and badly worked. I learn,
however, from those practically acquainted with coal-
mines at home, that this is really the most economical
way of working. Either this Daimio, or another in
the same island, ordered, through the Dutch, a steam-
engine to aid in the better working of his mines—
but after it arrived, and was conveyed to the spot,
he appeared to have changed his mind, declaring that
it would take the bread out of his workmen’s mouths—
the old argument against all machinery and improvements.
So the engine lies useless and spoiling, a sacrifice to the
political economy of the rulers. Whether this was his
own suggestion, or came from Yeddo, however, may be a
question. Notwithstanding the sort of semi-independence
in which these Daimio princes live in their own terri-
tories, evidence every now and then appears, that some-
thing of real subjection exists. For instance, in this very
article of coal, in which we are so much interested, there
is great danger of the supply failing the port of Nagasaki
altogether, not from any unwillingness on the part of the
Prince of Fizen as the proprietor to work his mines, and
make money by the sale of the produce, but from the
dishonest and oppressive interposition of the Tycoon’s
officials. Nagasaki was made a portion of the Imperial
territories when the port was first assigned as a place of
trade for foreigners, and since then not even the prince
can sell his own produce, except to the Government. And
the Government officials, taking advantage of this condi-
tion, not only fix the lowest price consistent with a bare
remuneration of labour, in order that they may make the
larger profit by re-selling to the foreigner ; but they leave
such long arrears of payment, that the prince, wearied out,
had declared he would employ his people no more in






80 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN. Caar 1V.

he yet felt sufficiently strong and independent to close
every avenue, except the main road, to the British
Minister travelling through his territories under escort
furnished by the Tycoon, and in virtue of an express
stipulation of the treaties with Forcign Powers. And

‘not only to coal mines did his prohibition extend, for a

few miles farther on, seeing a high embankment appa-
rently to a great reservoir or lake, at the foot of some
hills close to the road, I turned off to see the nature and
extent of the work, and all the way up the steps leading
to the higher level, and while there, the prince’s retainers
attached to us as an escort, thought it their duty to voci-
ferate and protest against this most innocent devisation
from the high road. On my arrival at our first halting-
place, as soon as I could find the chief officer of the
Tycoon sent with me by the Governor of Nagasaki for my
proper escort, I remonstrated against the unwarranted
interference and incivility of the prince’s officers. He
and his colleagues professed to be extremely sorry, alleg-
ing it was because they were not there. True to their
principles, and never failing to take advantage of any
danger or disagreement to shorten the life that binds the
foreigner to the side of his gaoler. They admitted a treaty
right secured my freedom from such obstructions, &c.
But the admission had no practical influence, and did not
prevent every pathway and side street for the rest of the
journey through his territories, being carefully guarded by
detachments of armed men, from all renewal of attempts
which were evidently regarded as unauthorised intrusion.
Of course it might be said they were placed there to
honour the passage of the two Foreign Agents, but the
real object was much too apparent.

So that it was clear the right of the Chiefs of Diplo-
matic Missions “to travel freely throughout the Empire,
was limited by the Daimios in their own territories, to a
right to travel along the high road, which is held to be
under Imperial control; and they disputed my right,
derived either from the Tycoon, or the treaties made by
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him with Foreign Powers, to turn a single step to one side
or the other. In every town where we halted or slept,
barriers covered with curtains bearing the Daimio’s arms
were raised, not only preventing any passage, but shutting
out the view of the streets branching off. When our
officers were spoken to on the subject, they maintained it
was for our better protection.” It might be so, certainly,
but in that case, the country must be in a more alarming
state of insccurity than cven the Ministers have ever
represented. It is much more likely that the Govern-
ment and the Daimios, perfectly agreeing in their jealousy
of foreign intrusion, are accomplices in making all travel
as irksome and unattractive as possible. Other and more
important matters occupied my whole attention immedi-
ately after my return; but, later, I did not fail to bring
the matter hefore the Ministers, with a protest against a
mode of interpreting treaties which completely perverted
their sense, and neutralised all that was really valuable
in their stipulations. .
During the first five days, the roads, without being
as bad as cross-roads in many European countries are to
this day, were nevertheless in striking contrast to the
fine broad avenues which constitute the Tocado of
Nipon. They were all practicable for artillery, but never
was there a country less adapted to cavalry. Paddy
fields, nearly always in a state of swamp, ever liable to be
flooded and cut up in all directions with drains and water-
courses, alternate with inaccessible hills. It was not
until the sixth day, on the way between Kansaki and
Tutsiro, that we came upon an improved line. On each
side were beautiful valleys waving with ripe corn, skirted
by hills covered with serub, while farther in the distane e,
blue mountains formed the background. The vetrctab]c
wax-tree abounded always, and I heard when at ’\a«r skl
that 20,000 of these had been planted in the (hstnct soon
after the European demand for this article arose, although
the Duteh residents had never been able to find out thc
Place; plainly proving that the Japanese were by no
Voli. 1 G
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horse-flesh provided by the country under the yaconins’
superintendence, induced both M. de Wit and myself to
get into our norimons, only one degree less intolerable
than a broken-down baggage-horse which will only go
when its owner leads, at his pace, and when it is not
cither kicking or biting, is sure to be stumbling. I had
been persuaded against my better judgement to trust to
the resources of the country for post-horses, and only
repented it once — but that was the whole way.

Kokura, the fortified capital of Bouzex and one of
the keys to the Straits between Kiusiu and Nipon, we
reached early in the morning fortunately, for the sun
beat hot upon our heads and shoulders long before ten
o'clock. The roads were sheets of mud, and in places o1l
but impassable with the heavy rains that had recently
fallen ; and though the scenery was beautiful as ever, it
was difficult, under such conditions, to enjoy it. Our
spirits rose, however, as we approached the end of this first
and most trying stage of our long journey, and enabled us
better to appreciate the beauty of the approach. Plea-
snt country houses, each surrounded by their garden
and clumps of trees or orchards, line the road which
leads to the provincial capital, for more than a mile.
It was holiday time; and all the inhabitants were at
their windows dressed in their best, or grouped on the *
door steps to watch the cortége pass. Among the
younger and fairer portion of the spectators were many
pretty faces, pretty in spite of red paint and rice powder,
where a modest shyness might be read, struggling with
intense curiosity to see the stranger— a conflict in which
the latter, T am bound to say, was not always the victor.
The entrance of Kokura is by a gateway, guarded by a
considerable force of armed retainers. The walls were
high, and scemed well capable of defence against anything
but artillery.  After a short halt, we embarked on board
a junk, in the state cabin of which we had only the choice
of squatting, or lying down between the ceiling and the
floor. At the opposite side of the Straits, after a two
hours’ pull, we found ILM.S. ¢ Ringdove’ waiting our
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arrival ; and we left the shores of Kiusiu, not sorry to
have ended this much of our journey ; for, despite all the
attractions novelty and great beauty of scenery could lend,
it was both fatiguing and tedious. Some seven or eight
leagues a day on miserable ponies, led at a snail’s pace over
indifferent roads when at their best, and at this season
often little better than a scries of pitfalls, was rather trying
to the patience; even had this slow mode of progression
not been under one of two inevitable conditions, a hot sun
or heavy rain. We had traversed the territories of several
Daimios; of the Princes of Omura, Fizen, Secousin, and
Izen; and from all I had seen, I drew the conclusion,
I that although the fertility of the soil is great, and turned
to the best account by a plentiful supply of the cheapest
labour, yet little superfluity is left to those who have to
live by the cultivation of the land. Whatever surplus there
may be in the produce, must be absorbed by the Daimios
and their thousands of hungry and idle retainers, who form
the unproductive classes in Japan ; and whose lords are,
I believe, owners of nine-tenths of the land. Rent is usually
paid in kind, and whatever the exact proportion, the
general poverty of the people, in the midst of surpassing
fertility, goes far to prove it must be high. The proba-
bility is, as I have heard, that the rates vary in different
" districts, and according to the productiveness of the soil.
They are, as a race, so frugal and penurious, however,
that, judging by the gencral aspect of poverty, nothing
but a bare sustcnance of rice and vegetables can be
left to the cultivators, with just enough over to buy the
very homely and scanty vestments they habitually wear,
~—which in summer, the reader knows, are reduced to
the narrowest limits compatible with the use of any—
clothing at all. The prices of everything in ordinary-
consumption are evidently very low, and a metal currency”
must be very scarce, for we found bank notes, of a
tolerably indestructible paper well thumbed, for every
fractional sum — from thirty cash, or a fraction over a
farthing, to 500 cash and more.
Political cconomists have laid it down as a rule, that
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CHAPTER V.

SIMONOSEKI—THE ¢ INLAND SEA,’ AND VOYAGE TO HIOGO.

HE Suonada Sea, on which we embarked to cross over

to the opposite shore, separates the two islands of

Kiusiu and Sikopf from the larger island of Nipon, which

latter is to the Japanese the mainlund —the largest of all

the group of islands,— forming the England and Wales of

Diii Nipon, or Great Nipon as they occasionally write it,
for Japan is a name of our own invention.*

This inland sea, as it is commonly, though not very
correctly termed, is about 250 miles inlength, extending to
the bay of Osaka, and is studded with a few rocks, and in-
numerable islands. It is probably some fifty miles wide at
its broadest part. This was not my first voyage through it,
having proceeded to Nagasaki by the same route ; and al-
though everyone must have been struck with the change
which scenery undergoes, by merely reversing the order
of progression, in going to a place instead of coming fromn
it, or ascending instead of descending; still the charm of
absolute novelty, and a first impression, cannot be thus ob-
tained. The few Europeans who had hitherto taken this
inner passage had generally given very glowing descrip-

* The word Nipon in a Japanese mouth means the whole empire. It is
composed of two words written in Chinese character, J1n PUN, meaning the
place or rising of the sun. The Japanese, in conformity with the character
of their own language, softened it into Ni-pun—the Dutch spelling it
Jeh-pun — their j corresponding to our y, we took their spelling, and gave
our harsher English pronunciation, and thus called it JAPAN. So YEDnO
for some time after the treaty was spelled after the Dutch JEDDO, but pro-
nounced after our own way, making a word perfectly unrecognisable by a
Japanese, as the name of their city. One disadvantage of this was, that I
more than once reccived letters intended for our Consul at Jedduh in the
Red Sea. . Whether our letters ever went to him — en revanche — I canuot
sny ; but I think it is very likely.
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tions of the surpassing beauty of the scenery. I cannot
say I felt disposed to fall into ecstasies of admiration
on either occasion. But ecstasies are comparatively
are, after the ¢ forties and fifties,” as the Germans would
say, have been fairly entered in a man’s life. And even
those who are not on the shady side of the great turning-
post in the race, often fecl on such occasions the force of
N apoleon’s somewhat cynical remark, that ¢ L’enthousiasme
des autres nous refroidit” It is still more generally true
that our impressions of scenery at all times are greatly
rmodified by the frame of mind we may be in. The state
<> f bodily health, companionship, and associations, pleasur-
#a ble or otherwise, all tend to make an atmosphere of the
umioment, through which everything is viewed. Somebody
R »as said, apropos to the mer de glace —*‘ What is the
oicturesque whenone is struggling for dear life?” What in-
«leed? Or what is beauty of scenery when there is nothing
«earin life? In cither of these circumstances, one is much
smore inclined to agree with the Frenchman Lever de-
scribes somewhere, who, having been dragged over all the
highest mountains of Europe in search of the picturesque,

at last found courage to relieve his mind by an emphatic
protest against any more sight-seeing. ¢ Aimez-vous les
belles vues?’ he exclaimed, on meeting an Englishman
enveloped in mist, during some laborious ascent, and
looking no doubt as bored as the interrogator—¢ dimez-
vous les belles vues? Mo, je les abhorre!’ Weall know
the weariness of listening to other people’s rapturesin the
description of scenery; but we are not all so ready to
admit our inscnsibility to any such emotions when the
scenes themselves are beforeus. There is a conventionality
even in our feelings, which often seems to compel us to
adopt phrases and expressions as we adopt our costume,
not because it is appropriate or to our taste, but because
it is the fashion or ready made to our hands; and it is
less trouble to use it, than devise another which, though it
might be better adapted to our individual wants, would
bring us in antagonism with the rest of the world.  Some
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years ago I was wandering a solitary traveller, though
not absolutely alone in a literal sense (in steam-boats and
railroads no one ever is) on the shores of the Lago Maggiore.
and I could not help se¢ing how radiant in beauty this
queen of the Italian lakes lay basking in sunlight and
shade, and how like an enchanted island Zsolabella stood
out from the liquid mirror in which its hanging gardens
were reflected. But T remember turning away, with only
an aching sense of weariness, — a consciousness of the
absence of pleasure, which is very near akin to pain in
many circumstances. Young was not far wrong when he
wrote,

Nature in zeal for human amit
Denies or damps an undivided joy.

And they who travel in pursuit of pleasure or health,
would do well to take with them some of the first ele-
ments of both. If not a mind at case—not always attainable
—at least some companionship that is itself a source of
pleasure, independent of all external conditions. But it
secms wisely ordained that pleasure is never so hard to
win, as when it is made a primary object of pursuit, or its
own end. When we are employed in the performance of
active duties, it is rare, however adverse the circumstances,
that we do not find some pleasure or interest in our path, to
compensate what there may be of actual toil. And having
this advantage in the present instance, the voyage through
the Suonada Sea formed an agreeable change, and I was
consequently in the best frame of mind to do full justice to
the scenery and its picturesque character. It was, indeed,
anything but a solitary voyage, for our party filled to
overflowing the little ¢ Ringdove,” and she had to fold her
wings, and tug away with all her steam power at three
huge junks, into which the remainder had been transferred
with the baggage and commissariat.

Before we took our departurc a day was devoted to
Simonosc¢ki itself, and to the exploration of its shops and
temples. It was evidently well situated for trade and
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content with trying to extort a true confession of selling
prices, but he wanted to know what had been paid for the
chief articles of import,—which was rather more, in most
countries, than merchants like to tell.

There were other things to be seen at Simonoscki, ac-
cording to the immemorial custom of the Dutch factory,
whose chiefs always took boat here on their way to the
capital, in their triennial visits as bearers of presents to the
Tycoon. My colleague, Mr. de Wit, had the journal of the
last Commissioner who had passed through, and with that
sense of obligation so well known to all travellers, by which
they are driven to see everything written down for them,
often in utter ignorance whether the objects will repay
the trouble, we proceeded as a matter of duty to ex-
haust the catalogue and test our sight-seeing capabilities.
There was a certain ancient temple, where a cartoon,
some three centuries old, of a great sea-fight illustrious
in Japanese history was to be seen; and also two swords,
and other relics of the great soldier 7diko-Sama, who
about the year 1582 founded a short-lived dynasty of”
Tycoons. Thither we proceeded at once, and without.
difficulty saw the cartoon, that is, as much as time and.
dirt had spared of it. A very wonderful fight it appeareCl
to have been, in which the most remarkable feature wass
the utter inadequacy of the vessels to carry a tithe of the
warriors represented as most valiantly fighting on their
decks.

But the swords and other relics were not so easily to be
seen, and as an instance of yaconinerie, and to all human
comprechension unmeaning and motiveless lying, with an
exercise of obstructive powers for the sole object of
obstructing, I have scldom seen a happier example.
Having exhausted the attractions of the cartoon, the
temple, and the view of the bay —the last by far the
best thing to be seen — my Dutch colleague recollected
that his predecessor, Mr. Donker Curtius, spoke in his
journal of the swords. ¢ Where are the swords? We
must of course see the illustrious hero’s weapons.” To
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which head yaconin replies: ¢Oh, the swords! what
swords ?* gravely adding, ¢ There are no swords ; this is a
temple.’

‘True,” observed Mr. de Wit, ¢ but here nevertheless
are kept the swords and other relics of Tiiko-Sama.’
Yaconin must inquire; had never heard of such things.
After a few minutes he returns, and we are informed
there were no swords to be seen. ¢What had become
of them then?’ ¢There never were any!’ This was
refuted by a reference to the journal in question, with a
full and particular description. ¢ But there is no priest to
show them.” ¢ Where is the priest then? let him be sent
for,we intend to see the swords.” ¢ The priest? the priest
was dead!” ¢ His successor then.’ ¢Oh! he had gone
over to Kokura” We seemed fast coming to a dead lock.
In such circumstances experience has shown that a deter-
mination not to be foiled is often the best policy; and
when our yaconins slowly gained the conviction, that in
no other way would their tour of duty for the day be
ended, the priest appeared; and without any farther
ceremony or hesitation, some dusty cases were produced,
and a couple of old rusty swords exhibited, with less
reverence than could have been conceived. We were
allowed to inspect and handle them, and I verily believe

Mmight have carried them away with us—¢for a considera-
tion,” to be in part expended no doubt in purchasing sub-
Stitutes. I felt some curiosity to discover, if possible, a
Fational motive for all the difficulty made by our yaconins,
but in this, as in a thousand other similar cases, I wholly
Quiled.  When pressed into a corner and some explanation
Was insisted upon, the chief offender declared it was a
tnistake, he thought there were no swords. ¢ Then why
affirm there were none without inquiry, when you knew
nothing about it?” I donot belong to the place ; T knew
nothing about it.” ¢ And the priest that first you killed, and
then sent to Kokura?” ¢ Somebody told me he was gone,
and so on to the end of the chapter! To attempt to
convict a Japanese of prevarication in a way to touch his
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conscience, is to endeavour to scize an ecl by the tail
in his own slime; he is sure to wriggle himself out of your
hand, and swim at large again, in a very sea of falsehood
as his natural element ; and your attempt to land him on
the dry shore of Truth, no doubt is to him, as to his pro-
totype, a most unnatural and monstrous proceedmg

But the strangest of all the sights, which it seems
formed part of the programme, to which our predecessors
the Dutch had been invited from time immemorial, was
reserved to the last. It appears Simonoséki, among other
titles to fame, enjoys the questionable distinction of
originating the ¢Social Evil,’ one of the institutions of
Japan, as it exists in the present day. The same hero
and founder of a dynasty whose swords we had seen,
being sore pressed by the difficulty of keeping his soldiers
together while engaged in the long struggle of an inter-
necine war, and finding them anxious to return home to
their wives, originated the institution in question for the
solace of his followers. In nearly all the books that have
been written on Japan by Europeans more or less space
has been devoted to this subject ;—but so far as I ean ascer-
tain there is nothing very peculiar, or sufficiently distinc-
tive in the form the evil takes, or even the action of the
Government in licensing establishments, to make it worthy
of such particular notice. The law recognises the establish-
ments maintained (as it does in some Christian countries)
and protects both parties to the contract; while public
opinion so entirely recognises the absence of any free will
in the unfortunate victims, generally brought up from
infancy to their vocation, that when freedom comes, as it
does by law after a certain period of servitude, no in-
delible stain appears to attach to them, and they may con-
sequently, and it would seem often do in effect, find
husbands who prefer them, as being better educated and
more accomplished than those of their sex who are other-
wise brought up. They thus merge the exceptional state
in which they pass the first years of their life, into the
ordinary marital relations. What influence this absence
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disturbed state ; information had been obtained of divers
lonins being abroad ; two had actually been seized ;* and
in a word, they begged us to defer our journey and return
by ship. What I have told in a few lines occupied Také-
moto more than an hour, especially as it was his business
to press for our acquiescence, and neither I nor my
colleague felt in the least disposed to yield, attaching little
fuith to the declarations of danger from attacks of ¢lonins’
and ¢ the disturbed state of the country.’ This was such
a stereotyped formula from the beginning, that had any
attention been paid to it, no Diplomatic Agent could have
taken up his residence in Yeddo, in the first instance, or
being there, have ever left the courtyard of his residence.
That there was some special ground for alarm on this
occasion, and a real and specific danger to be encoun-
tered, we had reason to know, only when it was too late.
Beyond the usual vague talk of the lonins as a dangerous
class, Takémoto had nothing to tell us apparently. Never-
theless, he showed the greatest unwillingness to take a re-
fusal ; and when at last, as it was getting late and dinner had
long been ready, we induced him to take his leave, it was
only with the promise that he should again pay us a visit
in the morning. The next morning he came alone, and
told us he did so, because he had something important to
communicate of a confidential nature, which he had not
been able to enter upon the preceding evening when so
many were present. The information had reference to
some necgotiations going on for the marriage of the
Tycoon with a daughter of the Mikado, and the healing
of some differences which had disturbed the councils of
the empire—for something of rivalry and antagonism
still exists, it would appear, between the Sovereign de jure
and the Tycoon who governs de facto. It was difficult to
avoid some suspicion that the whole thing was merely
got up — seeing the impossibility of turning us back by
menace of personal risk ; in the hope that scrious danger
to the Government and political considerations would
furnish an argument of greater cogency. Nor, if these
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Curtius thought, scemed imbued with the same sentiment ;
and, at all events, quite disposed to be rude and turbulent
towards the intruding strangers and their escort. Was it
to prevent our having an opportunity of observing such
things? Or merely a desire to prevent such tangible evi-
dence of our existence in the country ? Or, finally, fear of
some collision where they would be helpless? It might
be any of the three or all, in addition to the alleged
political grounds as to the negotiations going on.

This diplomatic joust having ended, we proceeded to
take a survey of the town. Near to our hongen or
resting-place, there was a beach gradually rising from
the water which would afford a fine site for any future
foreign settlement. Whether the officer accompanying
me divined what was passing through my mind, or really
contemplated the opening of the port at the time fixed by
treaty and wished to throw out a feeler, I know not ; but
to my surprise he asked me what I thought of the site for a
foreign location ; and I had no hesitation in telling him that
I thought it excellent. As we pursued our route, I found
all the shops shut, and the population either hid away in
their houses, or confined to the streets which lay out of
our road. It required a very vigorous remonstrance to
put a stop to this singular mode of showing a town.
First, it was for our protection; then it was a mistake
which would not occur in future; and at last, driven from
all their positions, the orders were rescinded, the shops
opened, and the people were allowed to attend to their
business. Hiogo scems chiefly devoted to the making
of Saki—large distilleries and warchouses line the sea-
shore, all dedicated to this object. One of the former we
visited, but found nothing save the machinery of empty
barrels, &c. Nor did we succeed in getting any reliable
information as to the process; but all the means and
appliances were of the simplest kind for its wholesale
manufacture. We passed through the town skirting the
bay, on the shores of which were many slips for building
large-class junks and boats, and a considerable number of
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wide plain, the sea on one side, and the mountains on the
other. Here much of the corn had been carried, ancd
some was still on the ground in sheaves curiously stackec
on pegs standing horizontally out from a stout stake
driven into the ground. The cotton, planted on each
side of the rows of corn as an alternating crop, was just
appearing ; while on the raised borders along the road
and round each field, little heaps of rice bran appeared at
regular distances, and for some time greatly puzzled us,
We learned at last that beneath each a bean was planted,
thus gurning to profit every inch of soil. What part the
bran played, I could not satisfactorily ascertain. There
were fields of broad beans, also, the crop nearly over ; and
of brinjalls or egg-fruit, a vegetable in great request in
Japan, and common also in China and elsewhere in the
East, of a deep purple colour and pear shape. Azalias in
flower abounded on the sides of the banks and road:
growing wild. About an hour and a half’s journey from
Misinomia, near Amaga Saki, we passcd a castle of grea
dimensions, with a crenellated wall, and surrounded by
moats into which a river had been turned. It stood ir
the midst of a large park enclosed within a wall.

Osaca

we caught a first glimpse of, when about a league
distant, with the Tycoon’s castle on a wooded eminence
commanding a view of the river. This is said to be the
best of the five which he possesses, and is celebrated in
Japanese history as the place of refuge of the infant son of
the renowned Tiiko-Sama, who, although he successfully
imposed himself as Tycoon on the reigning Mikado, and
long held in subjection the Feudatories of the realm, was
unable to transmit his dynasty even to his son. So short-
lived and transitory often are the triumphs and the
dynastics of the greatest conquerors. Alexander the
Great, and Napoleon, were not more fortunate ; and in the
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servant would on no account let my bed be made up in
any but the right direction.

Osaca, its people, temples, and theatres, its trade and
manufactures, were all objects of interest, but scarcely to
be cxamined in detail during a flying visit. Nevertheless,
as all veteran sight-seeing people know by experience,
much may be crowded into a short space of time when
there is urgent motive, and not altogether without profit.
The city itself is admirably placed on the banks of a large
river, which, as it takes its tortuous course through the
valley, divides into many branches, farther multiplied
by canals, and these and the town together, in loving
companionship, spread themselves over an immense
plain, filling up the whole space from the hills for many
miles towards the seca. We were lodged in a large temple,
at the opposite side to that at which we entered, and one
with as much pretensions to architecture as can ever be
seen in this land of earthquakes. The porch for the
bell which Mr. Gower photographed is given as a fair
specimen of the best.*  The first day we gave up almost
entirely to shopping and the theatre, reserving a second
day to be spent in perambulating the city by water,
much as in Venice, and for a visit to the largest and most
celebrated of the temples, and the Tycoon’s castle. The
sun was unfortunately in full power both days, and the
scorching heat of its rays as they caught us between the
houses was very trying. But travellers seem generally
proof against all opposing influences, so we toiled on,
preferring in the morning the fatigue of walking to any
means of conveyance, that we might with greater facility
turn into the shops, where anything seemed worth
purchasing or examining. We were taken to some silk
shops which were on a large scale, larger it seemed
than the largest in Yeddo, and the display of goods was
in proportion. From fifty to one hundred people
scemed employed, and there was no lack of promptness

* See woodeut, Vol. I p. 280.
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Ten guineas for such specimens seemed dear to the most
determined dog-fancier in the party. We were more
fortunate in our search after porcclain and pottery, aided
a little by chance. In passing through one of the streets,
a quaint grotesque-looking piece of earthenware attracted
my eye, and long before my yaconins could wheel from
the front, or come up from the rear embarrassed by the
crowd, I had both priced and appropriated it, and was
already deep in the farther recesses of the store, with a
perfect wealth of ¢palissy’ pottery, with raised fishes,
and fruit gathered about me, and for the most part
priced, when the obstructives arrived. I think they felt
that for once they had been outflanked, and that any
attempt to retrieve lost time might expose them to a
worse defeat, and so abstained altogether, in disgust and
despair.  Certainly, this was the only harvest I was
cnabled to secure. Many of the objects were unique in
kind, and nothing like them could be found either in
Yeddo or Nagasaki. Some very perfect eggshell china also
was picked up here ; and when we left there must have
been a great vacuum on the shelves. They afterwards
took us to a porcelain shop of their own selection, where
we could find nothing worth bringing away, and the _
prices were some fifty per cent. higher.

By this time we had perambulated half the city, and
having worked our way to the vicinity of the theatre, we
were not sorry to exchange our walk for a seat, and our
own performances as actors for the less fatiguing part of
spectators.  We had inquired at what hour we could go,
and the answer was, ‘They commence at ten in the
morning, and finish at six in the evening’ And thus, it
secms, they continue day after day for a week together.
Their repertory must be as inexhaustible as the patience
of the playgoers. For it is not one piece the whole day,
but often a succession. We arrived between ten and
cleven, and stayed about an hour and a half, during which
time a piece something like the ¢ Miller and his Men’ or
the ¢ Forty Thieves,” w 1th a little coarse love-making, and
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attracts the attention of the host to a suspicious degree.
He is very officious in having it brought in, assuring the
guests there are many lonins about, and that the roads are
very insecure. (Very much what my hosts the Ministers
had been telling me.) And it appears he had the best
reason for knowing the fact! Something about him arouses
the suspicions of the ever-watchful servant, and he warns
his young master to be on his guard, for as night is coming
on it is too late to think of moving, but he will himsclf
keep sentry at his door all night. Left alone, the attend-
ant is revolving in his mind how best to secure himself
against the treachery he anticipates, when one of the
waiting-maids peeps in, evidently seized with great
admiration for the comely stranger; and, after a time,
seeing him alone, she ventures softly in, and begins to
make advances. At first, he is rather amused with the
naiveté of the whole proceeding, and the unhesitating
avowal of love that follows ; but having far other thoughts
in his head, he gets at last importuned, and endeavours
with a present to get rid of her. The parts of Tarquin
and Lucretia seem in a fair way to be reversed, and the
curtain drops a great deal too late, if a Japanese audience
were susceptible of being outraged by anything gross or
obscene. Their standard, whatever that may be, is
cvidently not ours, or husbands would not bring their
wives, or mothers their daughters, to such plays. With
every disposition to be charitable, and making large allow-
ances for differences in national character and manners, and
the widest scope for the undefined margin of things conven-
tional, making that innocent in one country which is held
indecent or immodest in another—things which vary in
different ages, even in the same country, and still more
widely in different nationalities—it is difficult to conceive
how anything of purity or sanctity can'enter into the lives
of those classes, at least, where not only the sexes of all
ages frequent the same public baths promiscuously, but
young girls and respectable matrons find their recreation
in witnessing such plays. It is truc therc are scenes in
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from their own district some years before to escape the
hands of justice, and after in vain attempting to mystify
them, he admits his identity, appears overjoyed to mect
them, and gocs to bring them some saké for their enter-
tainment. Returning stealthily behind, he scizes each by
the neck, and cither strangles them, or dislocates their
spines in the most cxpeditious and effective manner,
flinging their bodies to one side, just as his wife returns
to assurc him that all is right.

The stage revolves and brings round the slecping
apartment of the young master, his faithful attendant
cvidently on the alert. He draws his long formidable-
looking sword, poises it in his hands, feecls its edge, and
then lays it across his knee ready for action, while his
master sleeps within. Another revolution of the stage
and we have again the outside, and from the platform at
the end of the pit a grand entrée is made by the chief of
the brigands in a complete suit of brilliant armour, rolling
his eyes in the most alarming manner, and making furious
grimaces at the audicence as he takes a stage step with a
flourish of an enormous spear, all to the great delight of
pit and galleries, who cheer him enthusiastically. Arrived
on the stage he meets the inn-keeper (now secen to be
onc of the band), who begins by showing his night's
work in the dead bodies of the two travellers, and then
reports that he has a rich young lodger in the housc,
with his servant and two boxes of treasure. Of course
it is immediately resolved that the band shall be mus-
tered, the house apparently broken into, and the travellers
robbed and murdered. Then follow the scenes of mus-
tering—a great number of pompously-declaimed speeches
from cvery one of some twenty lonins, swearing fealty to
their chicf, which stretch to such intelerable length thate
Mr. de Wit gets evidently uncasy, thinks it is breakfast time—,
and is bent on summarily finishing his part of the play. Buwc
our escort look so unhappy at the bare idea of going awaxy
at such a critical time, that we succeed, with some diffy-
culty, in detaining him. The stage is darkened, and now a
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Yeddites, the unwonted absence of two-sworded re-
tainers lowering at us from every street and corner,
made it appear a most desirable place of residence.
And, on the other hand, as regarded the develope-
ment of a large and flourishing trade, this great centre,
with its port of Hiogo, must be worth more to foreign
commerce than all the other ports put together. Of
course these were all so many good and excellent reasons
for the Japanese Government, or any dominant party
of the retrograde Daimios, to oppose all access. And the
menace of civil war and revolution would be the most
natural argument for them to use as a means of deterring
foreign Governments, from insisting upon a measure which
would certainly go far to produce a social revolution, in a
scnse adverse to all feudal privileges and government.

Capt. Craigie took leave of me at Osaca to return to
his ship, and I asked him to make such observations as he
could, in his passage down the river, as to the facility it
might afford for trade. He found it below the town clear
of bridges, and for the first mile and a half sea-going
Jjunks were moored, two and three deep, on both banks as
close as they could lie, leaving a clear passage in the
centre stream, which he estimated at about 120 yards
wide. He had no means of sounding, but the junks
lying in the river, he thought, must have drawn, at least,
cleven feet of water. The river meets the sea at about
five miles’ distance from the city, and has no difficult
turns. The current was running at the time he went down
about one and a half knots. He saw no indications of a
bar, although, judging by all analogy in Japan, one pro-
bably exists. This he imagined to be the entrance having
the dcepest water, although, no doubt, from the flatness
of the surrounding country there are many other smaller
ones.












128 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN., | Cuar. VIIL

Chinese, I should have said they had the least conception
of either harmony or melody of any race yet discovered.
The discord they both make, when they set them-
selves to produce what they call music, is something that
baffles all description. Marrowbones and cleavers are
melodious in comparison, and the notes they bring out of
a sort of lute or guitar, is something too excruciating for
endurance. And yet they make it a study, and there are
professional singers and teachers who as sedulously culti-
vate their art as any in Europe. The professors are often
blind; to judge by their performance I should have
guessed them to be deaf also— certainly the audience
should be. I have a native artist’s drawing of onc of
these blind professors teaching a female pupil to play a
stringed instrument, called the samiseng, in great favour,
apparently, with the Japanese.

At Okasaki, where we passed a night, some specimens
of porcelain were bought; this place having a special
celebrity for all such ware, so much so, indeed, that it has
given a generic name, and mono-sak: means in Japan ¢por-
celain ware,” just as ¢ china’ does with us. Some of the
white porcelain seemed very fine, and was surprisingly
cheap, compared with prices at Yeddo or Nagasaki. For
cleven itziboos, or about fifteen shillings, I had for my
share a large basketful ; some of the contents both good
and pretty.

As we advanced to Goicu the next day, the country
began to be closed in with hills on each side the Tokaido,
a river winding through the valley. We met a cortége,
with some Daimio of unusual importance, apparently;
for a train of little sand heaps marked the road for
several miles, in testimony of respect, signifying that the
road was freshly swept and sanded for him especially.
So, even with ourselves, there generally ran before usa
couple of little ragged urchins, dragging their brooms
after them, and shouting as they went for an advertise-
ment to all whom they might meet, the magic word
which brings every Japanese to his knees, ¢ Sk’tani-iro!’
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conditions have been imposed upon them, which they
consider injurious, or find otherwise distasteful. The
observance of treaties with Eastern nations, so long as
these are the results, in the first insWNGE, not of their
own free-will and desire,. ‘but” the fear of a superior
Power, can never be otherwise than a matter of compul-
sion, however the thing itself may be veiled by euphuisms
of moral pressure. And, to compel where there is no
effective force exercised or compulsion used, is not more
a contradiction in terms, than the attempt to obtain the
end, without appropriate and effective means, is an
absurdity in action. The Japanese, seeing only con-
ciliation, and forbearance, and long-suffering on the part
of the Foreign Representatives accredited to them, acting
under the orders of their respective Governments, treat
very lightly all remonstrance. Great Britain is habitu-
ally,—though not very consistently, perhaps, after forcing
political and commercial relations upon them,—most re-
luctant to resort to coercive means for the enforcement
of treaties; while other Powers are, naturally, not less
reluctant, in the absence of material interests. A.nul_lgs_
the Japanese, it is to be feared, have begun to imagine
that nothing will induce any Foreign Power (unless it be
Russia, which they really fear,) to go to war, and involve
themselves in all the trouble and cost of hostile opera-
tions at such an immense distance. Thus fortified,
they play out their game of cross questions and crooked
answers, with imperturbable sang froid and untiring
vigour. Under such circumstances, are not Foreign
Ministers at Yeddo much in the case of the unhappy
tortoises, and suspended, like Mahomet'’s coffin, between
heaven and earth ; do they not give themselves an infinity
of trouble, to exceedingly little purpose, beyond that of a
sense of unutterable weariness at the end of each day.
Poor tortoises! I would gladly have purchased the whole
stock in hand, and given them their liberty; but I re-
flected, that if even those individual units were released,
they would immediately be succeeded by others under






182 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN. Caar. VII.

only seemed to make the desolation more’clear. This
was the circuitous route adopted, in order to leave Miaco
to the left, which compelled us to take a cross-road, only
some five or six feet in width, winding round the base of
the hills, to a river of the same name as the town we
were approaching. Here, for the first time, in little
sheltered nooks and valleys where cultivation could go
on, tea bushes were observed forming a border or hedge
to the wheat and cotton fields. We came upon a patch
or two of tobacco also, before reaching the river which
ran through the valley, broad, rapid, and shallow. We
crossed, with our horses, in boats; and on the opposite
banks, a little farther on, we found our halting-place
for the noon meal. A chiteau of the Prince of Itzi
was nestled into the face of the hill opposite us, which
Mr. Gower succeeded in photographing, but is scarcely
worth reproducing, for the Daimios’ houses are something
like themselves; there is_little to be learned from the
exterior. T T

" "Here, oo, for the first time, we observed, not a ¢ rope of
sand,’ but a rope of boulders or paving-stones, which was
worthy of all admiration for the simplicity of the contri-
vance, its cheapness and efficiency. It consists of a cylinder
of variable length, some two feet in diameter, made of split
bamboo woven in wide meshes, only just too small to
allow the escape of a good.sized pebble, such as the
streams roll down from the hills. And with these filled
to any length required, they build up dams, and bank
up rivers to resist the force of the stream. The only cost
is that of the split bamboo, the cheapest of all their pro-
ducts, and the labour, the next cheapest article, required
to make it into this sort of net, and fill it with stones;
the last cost nothing but the trouble of picking them up.
Here is an illustration, which I begged the artist would
give me, of a device so ingenious that I could not
help thinking, had the scene of the great wizard’s exploit
been Japan instead of Scotland, he might not have had
such an easy victory over the devil, when he fairly
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me, when taxed with an offensive and hostile attitude in
excluding the Foreign Representatives from all social
intercourse with the Daimios. One can well understand
such a law having been made by Tiiko-Sama, after he
had broken the spirit and reduced the power of all those
banded in arms against him, as a safeguard against future
plots and conspiracies;—and that the dynasty which
superseded his own should from motives of policy have
continued to uphold the same jealous system. But its
effect on the social and intellectual life must be withering.
It is cunningly strengthened by a purely conventional
creed, which attributes inferiority to whichever of two
Daimios or officers pay the other a visit. It is easy to con-
ceive how powerfully this comes in aid to prevent all social
intercourse among a class of punctilious and proud nobles,
all claiming equality of birth and privileges. But this
only makes it the more difficult to understand how their
time is passed. Some plotting and attempts at combina-
tion do go on notwithstanding, as we have had tolerably
clear evidence in the political troubles, which have taken
place since the treaties with Foreign Powers were first
entered into. A little treasonable plotting between
factions, some in communication with the Mikado (not
quite so entirely shut out from objects of sublunary
interest as has been represented), to weaken, control, or
depose the reigning Tycoon, must be a precious resource
against a tedium vite, which otherwise would make mere
existence a grievous burden! Then the compulsory resi-
dence six months every year, or each year alternately, at
Yeddo, under more active surveillance; and the long
journey there and back, must come in aid to kill time —
for the existence of a grievance may even help to save
them from utter stagnation. Some among the more able,
restless, and powerful, may doubtless exercise direct
influence over the councils of the Tycoon, and the policy
or action of his Government ; and now that the whole
country has been moved to its centre, and the elements of
change and disorder let loose by the new relations with
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their proposal. But the next morning we reached Nieno in
about an hour, and saw abundant reason for concluding
that not only the motives put forward had no foundation,
but that some other and urgent reasons existed which they
had carefully concealed. In the first place, as to the
houses being under repair, we found it was the Daimio’s
capital, and a very large place, while the town we stopped
atwas little betterthan a hamlet. Aswe advanced through
the streets, we found every house and side street hermeti-
cally closed; not a whisper was to be heard, nor the
face of a living being to be seen! The side streets were
all barricaded and shut out of view by curtains spread on
high poles. His own house, which we passed, was similarly
masked by curtains. What did this extraordinary mani-
festation mean ? Even in the adjoining villages, no women
or children were to be seen. Information from our officers
was hopeless. A series of evasions and fabrications, one
more absurd than the other, was all that could be got from
them. ¢It was no doubt an order of the Daimio Zodo-
tdzu-mino-kami, Prince of Itse and Isan — but perhapsit
was only the act of his officers — it might be a sign of
respect — or merely a mistake — it might also,” as they
were fain to admit when pressed home, ¢be a sign of anger
and enmity.” Such was the construction put upon it by
our servants, from whom the truth was much more likely
to be got, so far as they knew it. The mystery remains
unsolved to this day; no similar greeting awaited us
anywhere else, only in all places where a Daimio’s principal
residence was, I observed we were jealously barricaded
out of all but the main streets. Once or twice it was
noticed, and of course we were assured it was for our
protection and a proof of the anxiety to prevent all danger,
or our being molested by the crowds. It might be so;
it was very hard to prove the negative ; and in our absolute
ignorance of the country, and what actual danger or ne-
cessity for precautions might exist, it would obviously have
been both injudicious and inexpedient to take any action in
the matter. But it was impossible not to perceive that
. /
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a mail actually reached me from Yeddo, that I could assure
myself on the subject. These couriers will travel in this
way—being relieved at short stages and always going
in couples, to provide against one meeting with any
accident —at a very swift rate. From Yeddo to Nagasaki
or Hakodadi, if not stopped by stormy weather in crossing
rivers or bays, they will go in nine days a distance of
some 350 Re or 850 miles ; and may generally be depended
upon both for punctuality and trustworthiness. I only know
of one case where a courier of my own between Kanagawa
and Yeddo mysteriously disappeared with an English mail ;
and I never was able to obtain either satisfaction or
information from the Government. For such a journey
as that to Nagasaki, the expense is usually twenty cobangs,
or six pounds sterling, when express.

On the fourth day we had struck into the ordinary
route, and had the advantage of the fine sanded roads and
park-like avenues of the Tocaido. And now each day
we met one or more cortéges of Daimios coming from the
capital. Asa general rule we had nothing to complain
of ; if some of the principal officers and armed retainers
scowled at us, and seemed to think our presence on the
high roads an offence, the greater number passed on their
way, as we did ours, without any expression of feeling or
opinion. In one case only, I wasamused by a somewhat
characteristic trait. Mr. De Wit and I were riding abreast
and without any escort, havingleft them far behind, when,
seeing rather a large cortége filling up the road as we
turned an angle, we drew to one side of the road and went
in single file. No sooner did the leading officer observe
the movement, than he instantly began to swagger, and
motioned all the train to spread themselves over the whole
road ; so that all we gained by our consideration and
courtesy, was to run the risk of being pushed into the
ditch by an insolent subordinate.* Thus it ever is in the

* The late savage and murderous attack on the high road by Prince
Satsuma's people, 18 a sinister commentary on the chances we ran on the
road, the circumstances were so closely parallel.
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only threc Re from AMia. It is said to possess the highest
palace in Japan, but as it lay that distance off the Tocaido
and our direct route, any. proposal to visit it without
previous ncgotiation with the Tycoon’s Government,
and the consent of the Prince in whose dominions it was,
we had now had sufficient experience to know, was out of
the question; and we wasted no time, therefore, in vain
efforts.

Between Mia and Ocasaki we passed through a clean,
flourishing, well-to-do little town called Arimatz, celebrated
in Japan for the manufacture of a peculiar stuff for ladics’
dresses. It was certainly the most comfortable looking
town we had seen; and we stopped to buy several
specimens, which, on the principle already intimated of
doubt as to my own capacity for choosing what might be
dcemed wearable by my fair countrywomen, were duly
despatched after the silks and tapestry, to the Exhibition,
to take their place in the class of *textile fabrics’ from
Japan.

The whole road to Ocasaki is a beautiful sanded
avenue, through an open country, though always with
hills or mountains in the horizon. All level ground in
Japan would scem, indeed, but circumscribed plains or
valleys of variable dimensions, in great contrast to the
dead level and all but boundless plains of the great river-
courses of China. Villages and towns follow in quick
succession; and rarely at a greater interval than one or
two leagues at farthest, along the whole route from
Nagasaki to Yeddo. It is not always safe to judge of the
extent of population in a country from what we see along
the great trunk lines of communication .and traffic,
whether by water or land; but, so far as a judgement
may be formed of the rest of the country which we did
not see, by what actually was scen, the population must
be quite as dense as it has been represented by Keempfer
and*the Dutch writers. At Arai we had to take boat
again, and the Prince of the place graciously gave us his
own lacquered boat for our passage across. This is a
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frontier station, like those in the passes of Hakoni, where
a vigilant watch is kept on all who pass to and from
Yeddo. And the better to enforce this, there is some
rule that no one may pass the guard to the strand except
on foot ; from which, as Foreign Representatives attended
by an escort of the Tycoon’s, we were entitled to be
exempt. And, although this was admitted, our head
officer had very nearly succeeded in getting our horses
embarked, while we rested to let the boats be got ready.
Of course, it would have been ¢the mistake’ of some
nsible menial, for which our really responsible
officer would have been ¢profoundly sorry, with an
inward chuckle that we had been outwitted, and com-
pelled to pass through their caudine forks! We crossed
the Bay of Maisaca, a distance of one Re, rather less
than a league; but the whole way nearly in a sort of
canal, most ingeniously engineered between two break-
waters, stretching right across the middle of the bay;
advantage, apparently, having been taken of some sand-
banks or islands, on which pine trees are growing. As
we neared Maisaca, a great line of breakers out to
seaward, marked a reef which would scem to close the
bay. '

The next day we breakfasted at Hamamatz. The road
was still a well-sanded avenue, only interrupted at inter-
vals by pretty, rural-looking villages, with fine clipped
hedges, made of a species of pine-tree. The only thing
which marred the Arcadian effect of the whole, strange
to say, was the female population; and their faces,
despite black teeth and red paint, were by no means the
ugliest or most repulsive features about them.  Really,
considering what absolute and arbitrary power is exer-
cised by Tycoon and Daimios, one is inclined to regret, if
not to wonder, that there has never been an edict making
it a high crime and misdemeanour for the fairer part of
the population to appear without a vest, after sixteen
years have passed over their heads. It is hard to say
which would gain most, the men or the women ; but, very

~
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assuredly, there would be great gain and benefit to all
parties! I noted Hamamatz in my diary of -the journey
especially, with red chalk, ¢kalf-way’ Happy day!
Decidedly, the journey was getting tedious ; and that my
narrative of it may not incur the same condemnation, I
shall very briefly touch upon what yet remained to be
seen. .
Immediately after leaving Hamamatz, we had to make
our way across a plain traversed in all directions by
rivers and flooded watercourses, swelled by the rains,
and these had broken the bridges and dilapidated all the
roads. One of the villages we passed through was
entirely devoted to straw shoe-plaiting; and, notwith-
standing the enormous consumption there must be, it
evidently was not a trade on which people could grow
rich. It was, in truth, the most wretched and poverty-
stricken village I have ever seen in the country. They
all looked like beggars’ hovels. The following day our
route lay over a range of mountains, with scenery finer
in character, and more massive and wild, than any we
had seen for many days. At Cakengawa they are
celebrated for weaving a kind of linen from the bark of
a creeper. I brought away some specimens, both of the
fabric and the raw material. Rain coats are made of the
same bark unwoven, and only slightly plaited, and these
are highly esteemed as both light and impervious. In
descending the hill, our attention was called to a great
boulder in the middle of the road, which is said to mark
the spot where the murder of a woman was committed in
revenge; and every night, I was gravely assured, the
stone weeps !

Arrived at the banks of the river lying between
Kanaya and Okabe, it was found impassable by our
chief yaconin. The next morning, however, its passage
presented no difficulty, and we descended into a valley
almost entirely filled up with the pebbly bed of the
stream, nearly a league across. The stream, itself, rush-
ing over this wilderness of stone, was not, in the largest



Caar. VIIL RIVER OIGAWA. 149

branch, above 200 yards wide ; but unusually deep, for our
bearers were sometimes up to the shoulder, and as a false
step would have precipitated norimon and passenger into
the troubled stream, without a possibility of deliverance—
gince the norimon would have acted as a trap to drown
one in — it was rather a nervous operation. However, as
our yaconins trusted themselves in such ready-made
coffins, it was scarcely fitting that we should show less
bardihood ; and so, trusting in Providence and the sturdy
porters, we did as the rest, and were safely landed, while
our horses breasted the current and swam across. It was
an admirable subject for a sketch, and even a photograph
was taken. This river, Oigawa, an abbreviation for Oki
gawa, or great river, affords endless material for native
artists and illustrations. The women of the poorer
classes are carried across on the men’s shoulders, and as the
men are themselves nearly immersed in the water, it
follows that their burden below the waist cannot be very
dry; but, in Japan, such difficulties are easily met. The
lady tucks up her clothes as she gets astride her steed,
and he, on arriving at the other side, sets her gently
down ; and, before he is on his feet, or can turn round to
receive her payment, the costume is all perfectly in order,
and the lady escapes wet clothes for the rest of the
journey, and probably a rheumatism for life. Really, it
is impossible to deny that a certain Spartan simplicity of
costume and manners, has its advantages in such a
primitive country as Japan, at least.

As we descended to the banks of the river, we obtained
a first view of Fusiyama, and a glorious sight it was—
he never looked grander. The first rays of an Eastern
sun just lit up the peak, while a fleecy mantle of clouds
clung to the descending slopes. It was like the old
familiar face of a friend; and I doffed my cap in
greeting and salutation, to the great delight of the
Japanese, who felt, no doubt, it was only a proper mark
of respect to the majesty of their sacred mountain.

I felt now the journey was really drawing to a close.
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CHAPTER VIIL

RETCRN TO YEDDO — ATTACK ON THE LEGATION IN THE NIGHT,
AND DESPERATE ATTEMPT AT A GENERAL MASSACRE.

N my arrival at Kanagawa some public business
detained me a couple of days, and it was not until

July 4, that I rode up to Yeddo. The day was fine, and
I mounted with a pleasurable feeling that at last the
journey was over, and I was about to return to
my home in the East. Is there any land or place
of exile, where an Englishman does not turn towards
the residence where he has been domiciled more or less
permanently, however uninviting it may be in many
respects, without something of a home-like feeling gather-
ing round his heart as he approaches the familiar roof ?
God knows, our residence in Yeddo had few of the many
blessings which in our native land is associated with a
Home. No wife or children were there to greet us, no
grace of womanhood cast its spell upon the hearth.
There was, indeed, no hearth for either light or shadow
to rest upon, in that Pagan temple of a heathen and
hostile city. Yet, as I crossed the boundary river half-
way, and saw on the opposite bank old familiar faces I
had left behind, and some new ones arrived in my
absence, all waiting eager to give me a cordial welcome
back, I clasped their hands with a glad feeling to be
among them, and at my post once more, despite its mani-
fold anxicties and troubles. All the more cheerfully it
may be, why should I deny it, that in one of those who
had come to meet me, I saw Mr. Oliphant, the newly-
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appointed Secretary of Legation,—a relief which would
enable me to turn my steps homeward in a few months.

We all mounted gaily. My escort, the same that had
accompanied me all the way from Nagasaki, appeared to
have felt it a point of duty to see me safely into Yeddo,
and although it seemed to me a superfluous exhibition of
zeal, I could not, without something of ungraciousness,
decline their company. So that with the whole strength of
the Legation in Europeans, and my escort of Japanese, had
there been any danger to apprehend on the road, we made
rather a formidable looking party to attack. I confess,
nothing was farther from my thoughts than such a possi-
bility. It was only by the kind of reflected light of
after events, that I remembered having noticed the whole
way, as we passed through the various hamlets on the
roadside, an appearance of interest, a stir and excite-
ment in the population, which at any other time would
certainly have struck me as very extraordinary. We
were so accustomed to pass to and fro on this road
between Yeddo and the port of Kanagawa, that our
appearance had long ceased to have any novelty. I
simply thought that as T was returning after a long ab-
sence and with a larger escort than usual, the chief
officer had sent on before, determined to keep up the
usages of the journey on to the end, and had thus been
the cause of a turn-out of the whole population. AsI
entered Sinagawa I did notice, however, with some
surprise, that all the side streets were shut off by rope-
barriers, and that the tea-shops and houses of entertain-
ment where the soldiers and retainers of the Daimios go
for dissipation, were all shut up; and I had intended to
make some inquiry as to the reason for such unusual pro-
. ceedings. But arrived at the Legation I thought no more
about it. Despatches and letters, with newspapers of two
mails, were all waiting my arrival, and I devoted myself
to them without farther concern as to the incidents of the
road.

The next day was a very fatiguing one. Numerous
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of Tycoons’ and Daimios’ soldiers to the number of one
hundred and fifty, who had been placed there on service
by the Japanese Government ever since the menaces of
attack which had preceded the murder, in the streets,
of the American Secretary of Legation in January of this
year.+ Two watchmen of the Legation, and in our pay,
were also on duty every night, whose business it was to
go the rounds from sunset to sunrise.

The reader may now be enabled to form some sort of
idea of the British Legation in Yeddo, and its situation ;
and understand, what I had always felt, that if any attack
should ever take place by determined men, such as made
the onslaught on the Regent in open day, a more insccure
or indefensible position could not well have fallen to
our lot. From the road at the baek, any number of
‘men might have penetrated through the slight fence at
night, without being detected by droning watchmen, and
patrols who only went round every hour, and not with
much certainty. And if they knew the locality they
might have entcred the house along the whole front at
twenty different points, beginning with my own apart-
ments, and walked right up to my bed. Perhaps it will
be thought unaccountable imprudence or foolhardiness
with such a possibility, and the often renewed menace of
an onslaught, that greater precautions were not taken, at
least so far as to close in this more exposed face of the
house with shutters. But it was difficult to believein the
existence of the danger, or that whatever isolated attempts
might be made on my life or that of others, a deliberately
planned attack on the Legation surrounded by a hundred
and fifty guards, would be cver resolved upon, unless
something like a general rising should take place. More-
over, had it not been already insinuated in more than one
quarter, that I in common with the Representatives of
France, Prussia, and Holland, had a few months before
withdrawn to Yokohama, without any sufficient cause,
though directly menaced with precisely such an attack ?
Had not Colonel Sykes in the House of Commons thought
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whole Legation to be massacred in the capital, without
exacting retribution. And something of the ¢Divinity
which hedges in a king,’ I felt might also, perhaps, shield
a sovereign’s Representative.

I certainly lay down that night without a thought of
danger. So much so indeed, that my two cases of revolvers
placed on my dressing-table by the servants according to
custom, remained unopened,—and one still locked, al-
though it had long been my habit, in the possibility of a sur-
prise, to sleep with revolvers under my pillow. I slept the
sleep of the weary; when one of the young student interpre-
ters, to whom the duty had been assigned of going through
the premises the last thing, to see that the servants were
in bed, and the lights out, chiefly as a protection against fire
— stood by my bedside with his dark lantern, and awoke
me with the report that the Legation was attacked and
men were breaking in at the gate. I got up, incredulous,
believing it was some gambling or drunken quarrel either
among the guards or the ¢ bettos ’ in charge of the stables;
but, taking a revolver out of its case, I was proceeding to
the spot, and had scarcely advanced five steps towards the
entrance, when Mr. Oliphant suddenly appeared covered
with blood, which was streaming from a great gash in his
arm and a wound in his neck —and the next instant Mr.
Morrison, the Consul of Nagasaki, appeared also, exclaim-
ing he was wounded, and with blood flowing from a
sword-cut on his forchead. I of course looked for the
rush of their assailants pursuing—and I stood for a
second ready to fire, and check their advance, while the
wounded passed on to my bedroom behind. I was the
only one armed at this moment, for although Mr.
Morrison had still three barrels, he was blinded and
stunned with his wound.

To my astonishment no pursuers followed. One of the
party now grouped around me broke open my other pistol-
case and armed himsclf, but two others had no sort of
weapon. Mr. Oliphant had encountered his assailants
in the passage leading from his room with only a heavy
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unless there was treachery. The unwillingness to leave
Mr. Oliphant lying helpless on the floor—even for a short
space, in the terrible uncertainty as to what point an
attack might come from, turned thebalance and determined
me to stand, and wait the issue. The noise subsided ; there
was reason to hope rescue had come, or at least a diversion
from without, and that the assailants had turned in some
other direction, or perhaps made their retreat. Then only
I ventured with two of the party to leave the wounded,
and go to look for one of our number at a farther wing
of the building who had never appeared, and might have
been less fortunate. While advancing I put one of the
students, Mr. Lowder, as a sentry at an angle commanding
a long passage leading from the entrance, and the
approach from two other directions—and had scarcely
advanced ten steps, when a shot frém his pistol suddenly
recalled me. A group of armed men had appeared at
the farther end, and not answering his challenge, he had
very properly fired into them, and as it was down a
passage, he could scarcely have missed his aim—at all
events they suddenly retreated. And this was the last
we saw of our assailants! A minute or two later the
civilian officers in charge of the place appeared with
congratulations on our safety ; how little due to them I
could not but remark! Mr. Macdonald, the missing one
of my party, came in with them to my great relief; his
apartment being partially detached on the other side of
the grounds. It appears he had rushed out on hearing,
as he thought, some one break into his bath-room in the
rear, and after in vain attempting to induce a guard
immediately above him to come down, made his way
through a side-gate to the front, where he found a wild
scene of tumult and conflict. In the courtyard of the
temple itsclf, and in front of that leading into the part
assigned to the Legation, there were groups fighting—men
with lanterns rushing to and fro, and gathering from all
sides. He himsclf being descried by the yaconins attached
to the Legations (men of the pen and not of the sword),
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was drawn aside ; and as he was a conspicuous object in
his white sleeping-costume of jacket and pyjamas, they
enveloped him in one of their own Japanese dresses. It
was easy to understand that many minutes elapsed before
he could obtain any attention to his demand, that some of
the guard should go into the house to our rescue. Nor
was it, in effect, until all the assailants outside had been
beaten off, or made good their retreat, that there was any
thought of the Minister and those with him inside,—or of
the necessity of seeing that those for whom they were fight-
ing outside, were not in the meanwhile being cut in pieces
and deliberately assassinated within. The whole guard had
evidently been surprised ; everyone had been asleep, and
turned into their guard-houses, and not a single one of
the hundred and fifty could have been on the alert!

When it was possible to compare the ‘evidence of con-
fused actors in this midnight tragedy, and gather the facts
from all sources, the whole plot and execution came out
tolerably clearly. On the body of one of the assailants killed
on the spot, and also on the person of a second of their num-
ber badly wounded and made prisoner, a paper was found,
declaring the object of the attack, and signed by fourteen
names. One of these was taken from the wounded man all
stained with his blood, in the presence of a member of the
Legation. So as far as regards its authenticity as having been
actually on his person, there is no doubt whatever ; whether
it be equally certain, that each of the band were not thus
provided, by order of their employers, with a document
to make the whole attack, in the event of failure, appear
to be the act of a party of lawless lonins animated with
a feeling of mingled patriotisin and hatred of the foreigner,
for whom nobody could be held responsible, is another
question.

Here at all events was the document, written it appeared
in a sort of mountain patois, by no means easy to decipher
by educated Japancse.  After receiving the Government
translation, I had others made by three different persons,
all unconnected with each other, and although there were
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in one or two phrases considerable variation in the ren-
dering, compared with the official translation, there was
not sufficient between each of the three to leave any doubt
that we had arrived at the true sense. The following
translation seemed, on comparison of all three, the best: —
¢I, though I am a person of low standing, have not
patience to stand by and see the sacred empire defiled by
the foreigner. This time, I have determined in my heart
to undertake to follow out my master’s will. Though
being altogether humble myself, I cannot make the might
of the country to shine in foreign nations, yet with a
little faith and a little warrior's power, I wish in my
heart separately (by myself), though I am a person of low
degree, to bestow upon my country one out of a great
many benefits. If this thing from time to time may
cause the foreigner to retire, and partly tranquillise
both the minds* of the Mikado and of the Government
(Tycoon), I shall take to myself the highest praise.
Regardless of my own life, I am determined to set out.’

Here follow the fourteen signatures.

It appeared the band of conspirators thus bound by an
oath to attack the Legation, and massacre all its inmates,
gathered together by previous concert in a house of resort
to men of their class in the suburb of Sinagawa already
referred to, not half a mile from the Legation. It is quite
possible they may have been in their lair actually watch-
ing me pass the previous day. Had the Government any
information or suspicion of this, and hence their extraor-
dinary precautions? Or when they sent orders to the
Governor of Nagasaki to seek to dissuade me ¢ on account
of the dangers of the route’ from proceeding overland ;
and afterwards when they despatched a high officer in
the person of Takémoto, one of the Governors of Foreign
Affairs all the way from Yeddo to meet me at Hiogo, and
again make strenuous efforts to turn me aside—if not from
the continuance of the journey altogether, at least from
Miaco, was this step motived by some knowledge of a

* Or ‘ the manes of departed Mikados and Tycoons.’
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the deed within any of their dominions, m:ght bring
those chiefs into trouble with the Imperial Government, or
produce a blood feud between them and their own master.
Finally, it was generally asserted, that their design had
been, as they followed my steps the whole way, to set
upon my party on the road from Kanagawa to Yeddo;
but my unexpected detention at the former place a
couple of days, and the uncertainty of their information
as to the period of my departure, which was, in effect,
left undecided until within a few hours of starting,
had disarranged their plans. This would account for
the unusual excitement of the population by the way-
side, which made them turn out to watch my passage —
assuming that some rumour of an intended attack had
got abroad — and, also, for the vigorous steps taken by
the authorities to close up all the approaches; and
especially the whole of the houses of resort in Sinagawa.

Whatever might be the information possessed by the
Government authorities, it seems but charitable to suppose
that it amounted to little more than vague rumours that
some design was on foot; for, assuredly, they gave me no
special warning of a specific danger, either at Nagasaki
or Hiogo; and, on my return, merely sent to congratulate
me on my safety, without the slightest hint that they had
reason to belicve some farther danger was still impend-
ing.* And it is equally certain, as the event proved,

* The local press of China disseminated, as usual, some altogether erroneous
statements as to the real facts. I met several months afterwards an
extract from the ¢Overland China Mail,’ of July 12, copied into the ¢ Times,’
and of course widely circulated, which formed an excellent illustration
of the malice and recklessness with which facts are perverted in order to tell
against those who may be invested with authority, and which not even such

ril as I had escaped could soften or neutm]’i'se for a moment. ‘It is

lieved that the (Government sanctions these proceedings.’ It is also
reported that the Governor of Kanagawa had informed Mr. Alcock ¢that
such was the tlhwill of the e towards hsm, that he could not give him
assurance of being unmolested in his contemplated journey from asaki
to Yeddo’ The reader knows, that even assuming the Governor of Naga-
saki, not Kanagawa, was meant, how entirely devoid of truth such a statement
is, and will see how ingeniously the warnings Mr. De Wit and I both
received in common and of a general danger, is made to turn upon personal
illwill towards me alone.
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_would have been a want of fitness and congruity if he

had been murdered anywhere else! So, I do not know
that I could reasonably complain, if my own fate so
narrowly escaped being the same, and I had been slain in
the midst of a large force of the Tycoon’s body-guard,
and the armed contingents of two Daimios charged
with my safety. The leopard will not change its spots,
nor the Japanese his nature, because it pleases the Tycoon
to enter into Treaties with’ Foreign_Powers, and throw
upon them a continued ¢ strain of v1g1_lance and energy,
to whlch—ﬂl"i are wholly “unused and unequal.

The Conspirators, or the Prince of Tsus-sima’s emis-
saries, whichever be the most proper designation, having
missed their prey on the road, met, it appears, at their
rendezvous in Sinagawa, the second night after my
arrival, and there caroused and talked of the onslaught
they were about to make. The Government wished me
to believe the number actually engaged was only
fourteen — those whose names were attached to the
documents. Of course there would, in that case, be the
fewer to scize after their escape, and they were willing
rather to accept the awkward dilemma of admitting that
one hundred and fifty of their guards allowed less than a
tenth of their number of assailants to penetrate and take
possession of the Legation, and hold it, too, for ten
minutes ; than the additional responsibility of having to
account for a larger number of assailants.

The number must,however, obviously have been greater,
or nothing but treachery and the certainty that they would
not be attacked on their way, could account for what with-
out such aid would have been an act of stupidity or mad-
ness on their part, in attacking by the front instead of at
the back, where the road was perfectly clear and the
house entirely open. They came, on the contrary, before
midnight to the front gate, lying but a few steps back from
the great high road,—and finding it closed, they esca-
laded the fence at the side. The gate-keeper awakened
by the noise, seems to have come out and was instantly
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hall ; and while listening in breathless alarm to the furious
blows at the front-door, a man in chain armour, and
masked, suddenly made his appearance from the Temple,
forcing his way through a sliding panel. On this — with
the instinct of his race — he glided stealthily and silently
away, and apparently unseen, to his master’s room. For-
tunately it was one of the nearest in that part of the
house, and awoke him in time to put a sword and revolver
in his hands, which were lying by his side. Mr. Oliphant,
sleeping farther off, had by this time been awakened by
the increasing tumult of the assault, and the barking of a
dog. Believing it was some fight among the servants, he
seized a hunting-whip,— the first thing to his hand,—
and ran down the passage, on which both Mr. Morrison’s
room and Mr. Russell’s opened. To rouse the latter and
ask if he had any arms, was the work of a moment. But
finding none, he turned back, and at this moment en-
countered either two or three men advancing. One
immediately in front, he saw by the imperfect light of the
stars, in the act of aiming a blow with a two-handed
sword at his head; and an unequal struggle began
in the dark. Mr. Oliphant parried as he best could
the blows, seeking to disable his assailant with the
heavy end of the hunting-whip, while retreating or
borne back towards the room where he had just left
Mr. Russell. Fortunately, this gave Mr. Morrison time
to throw back his screen opening on the scene, and to
fire a couple of shots in the direction of the assassins.
At the same moment Mr. Oliphant received two serious
wounds, and Mr. Morrison himself a cut on the forehead.
The pistol shots, whether they took effect or not, and it
seemed probable that one at least of the attacking party
was wounded, had the effect of checking the advance;
during which pause they both retreated and gained my
room, meeting me, as I have stated, on my way out.
When the mélée was at an end, some minutes later,
and we went over the premises, we found an entrance
had been effected from the Temple at another point,
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he returned with the police. Two since then have been
reported as also having been pursued, and to avoid capture
killingthemselves. Of those first traced, and who had com-
mitted the Hara-kiru, there was a popular rumour that on
their arrival at Sinagawa they had been bitterly reproached
for cowardice by their chief—they especially, as the only
part of the band that had been in actual conflict with the
foreigners. To which they replied, that they had found us
too well armed and ready to defend our lives; but not
the less, being commanded to kill themselves, they did so
on the spot.  One of these, it was said, had a pistol-shot
wound, and if so, he inust either have been in the foremost
party at which Mr. Morrison fired two shots, or the last
fired at by Mr. Lowder.

The next morning when day broke, the Legation
presented all the appearance of a place which had been
carried by assault and sacked. The front panels of the
entrance had been broken through, the screen partition
between the Temple and the hall thrown down. The
floors and walls of the passages were spattered with blood,
the sliding panels crushed and broken, the furniture in
many of the rooms was thrown down, and had been cut
and hacked in their blind fury, or in baffled rage at finding
all empty. The mosquito curtains were slashed, and the
bed-post of Lowder’s bed cut through, as well as a stout
book on his table ; as if they had sought to leave behind
them tangible evidence of the strength of their arms and
the keenness of their swords. They had careered through
all the rooms in the house but those outlying chilets which
Oliphant and Macdonald occupied—and the suite of rooms
forming my own apartments at the opposite extremity.
And that they should have missed these of all others, the
main object of their search, although the marks of their
sabres were on the panels at the entrance, and one at least
of their number must have actually been on the threshold,
is altogether inexplicable. Certainly a more providential
escape from what, humanly speaking, seemed inevitable
destruction, it is difficult to conceive. The fact of their
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under perpetual menace of assassination, and called upon
to maintain his post, and defend the treaty-rights of a
nation —not exactly by the sword, but by a bold front, in
face of far more trying danger, than such as ordinarily
besets the soldier in the field. The wounded had all
been dressed, but I ascertained that many of the injuries
were comparatively slight, and clean cuts with the sabre,
gun-shot wounds and thrusts, even with the sword, not
having yet entered into the lonins’ tactics or means of
attack. Some few were severe, and one of the Tycoon’s
guard died before evening. The following is an official
.return of killed, wounded, and prisoners, the Government
sent me; to which should be added two of my own
servants, a cook and a watchman, both severely wounded,
and two of the inmates of the Legation, one so severely
as to be partially maimed for life, the sinews of the left
wrist having been severed to the bone. There is probably
not in all the annals of our diplomacy an example of such
a bloodthirsty and deliberate plot to massacre a whole
Legation, and certainly none so boldly and recklessly
carried into partial execution.

Killed.
One of the Tycoon’s body-guard and one groom .2
Two of the assailants . . . . 2

Severely Wounded.
Two soldiers, one of the Tycoon’s, one of the Daimio’s.
Two porters, one at the outer and the other at the

inner gate (one died same day) . . . . 4

One of the assailants made prisoner . |
One member of the Legation 1
Two servants of the Legation . 2

Slightly Wounded.

Seven of the Tycoon’s guard . . 7
Two of the Daimio’s guard . . 2
One priest in the Temple . . . 1
One member of the Legation . . . 1
Total killed and wounded on the spot 23



Cuar. IX. POSITION OF BRITISH MINISTER.

CHAPTER IX.

THE LULL AFTER THE STORM—IMMEDIATE PROSPECTS AND POLICY.

HE position of the British minister at Yeddo, after this
assault on the Legation by armed men, undeterred
and unchecked by the presence of a large guard of the

Japanese Government to_secure his safety in the capital.
Yet to abandon Tt a second time, and after such an attempt
to carry out the long-suspended menace to drive all the
Foreign Representatives out, would be to give a triumph to
violence ; and to render a residence ever after impossible
without a war, or some act of vigour on the part of one
or more Foreign Powers that should strike terror into the
hearts of those who plotted such atrocious deeds. It was
above all essential that the position of Foreign Ministers as
established by treaty should be maintained, if possible,
without essential change, until their respective Govern-
ments could be informed of what had taken place, and
their instructions received. How this was to be effected
without great risk of renewed and more successful attacks
of the same nature by those now baffled and defeated in
their object, and consequently still graver complications,
was the question ; or rather whether I had any means
at my command by which the risk could be so far
reduced, as to make it consistent with prudence and a
sound policy, in reference to the ulterior object, to remain?
The utter untrustworthiness of any Japanese guard as a
means of security, had been abundantly demonstrated.
And although the morning after the attack the Council of
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State sent one of the Governorsof Forcign Affairs to congra-
tulate me on my safety, with an offering of some ducks and
a jar of sugar to express their joy, I felt in no way disposed
to accept either their assurances of increased vigilance,
or their presents; for I held both to be of about equal
value. I merely replied that I declined the last, and as to
the first, I also would adopt some means to secure myself
in future from being surprised in the midst of a Japanese
guard. ¢Prave words!’ as Fluellen says in the play. But
what meanshad Iat mydisposal? Notwithstanding repeated
commands and instructions sent out from home for efficient
protection and some show of force in the Japanese waters,
there was at this moment but one despatch-boat, the little
¢ Ringdove,’ within call at Yokohama, for the protection of
the Legation at Yeddo and the Consulate and British
settlement at Yokohama, or any other interests in Japan.
Considering how little we had been favoured since the
first opening of Japan under treaty, I ought perhaps to
have considered myself fortunate that I had anything in
the shape of a man-of-war within reach. The same
emergency might have happened twenty times over, in the
first two years, without a British ship being on the spot
—or in Japanesc waters. This no doubt was in part to
be attributed to the greater magnitude and absorbing in-
terest of China, which, even after the war was over, gave
ample occupation to the reduced fleet. The reiterated as-
sertions of writers in the local press of Hong Kong,
not themselves exposed to any danger, of the unmeaning-
ness of the constantly renewed threats of attack and ex-
termination, may, unconsciously to the Admiral himself,
have had some influence. Something confirmatory of such
views might even be found in the action of the American
Minister ; though he alone, among the Representatives
of all the Treaty Powers, professed to believe devoutly,
not only in the good faith of the Japanese Government,
from whom these intimations of danger were perpetually
received, but in the absolute security of the Legations.
I could feel little surprise, therefore, if those at a distance
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years of their lives, and require them to write a book after
a more mature acquaintance with these charming friends
had qualified them to give a true picture. So it was with
our unfailing stream of visitors to Japan —for even while
the bloodstains were still on the sliding-panels and matting
of the rooms, a new shoal arrived at Kanagawa, and I have
no doubt thought it very absurd and very arbitrary in
the Minister, that he declined the responsibility of any
more of his countrymen at that moment, in such ‘a
charming place.” And ladies still reminded me, that they
had an invitation to come with their husbands, and be
put up at the Legation. Indeed, it is to the fact of ladies
on one or two occasions having been guests at the Lega-
tion, I believe, that was mainly due Admiral Hope’s indis-
position to believe there was any broad foundation for
the rumours of danger that recached him on the Chinese
coast. It was not until he came to the spot himself,
and that after an attempt at a wholesale massacre —
.calculated to carry conviction to the minds of the most
sceptical — that he could see the necessity for any
anxiety, or means of material protection. This was
rather hard upon the members of the Legation, to whom
the fair face of a countrywoman and the very rustle of
a silk dress was, what the flowers and the one tree in
the garden of the governor of Iceland must have been
to the Icelanders! But if anyone argued from such
premisses, that there could be no real danger in Yeddo,
I should say it implied some ignorance of the fair sex.
Without being altogether fire-eaters, in whom

Danger and death a dread delight inspire,

the scemingly most timid often find nerve for expedi-
tions which many a masculine companion would willingly
avoid, if it could be escaped with any decent excuse. I
think they like coquetting with danger, as they sometimes
do with lovers, when it does not come in such a question-
able shape, as to threaten a too close intimacy with im-
mediately disagreeable consequences. Just as dilettanti
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This is precisely our position in respect to the moral
elements around us; and nothing could more perfectly
describe the situation of the Foreign Legations in Yeddo
than the following account of the capriciously savage
proceedings of the central boilers of the region :—

‘The larger fountains generally give notice of their
intention to play. This is only reasonable, for other-
wise a curious traveller venturing too near the basin,
might be drenched with scalding water by a sudden
eruption ; or, worse still, whilst peering down a tube,
might receive the jet in his face, and recoil parboiled at
a blow. The New Geyser, however, declines to give any
intimation of his movements, and therefore, as Sir George
Mackenzie remarks, it is necessary to deal cautiously with
him, unless assured from a recent outbreak that his hour
is not yet come. The notice served upon the public, in
cases where due warning is given, consists of a series of
detonations, which break on the ear like a report of distant
artillery. The Head Geyser makes the ground quiver
under your feet, as if an infant earthquake were gambol-
ling below. Gun after gun is thus fired at varying
intervals, as much as to say that a grand performance is
just about to commence, and then the water begins to
bubble in the pipe or to heave in the basin. Very fre-
quently, however, the visitor, who rushes up, panting and
agitated, on hearing the subterranean signals, is doomed
to disappointment, for, after rising a few feet in a column,
the liquid retires into the well, and leaves the spectator to
ascertain (if the point is not already settled) whether
patience is one of the virtues he really enjoys.’

*In the other respects, too, as well as in the hours of
display, these thermal fountains are somewhat capricious
in their proceedings. The quantity of water ejected, the
height to which it is propelled, the mode of evacuation
adopted, differ according to circumstances which cannot
be accurately explained.’

Philosophers tell us that the same law prevails in
mechanics and pneumatics which obtains in morals and
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the house sword in hand, holding possession undisturbed,
save by such resistance as we ourselves were enabled
to make, for a space of full ten minutes. They got lost
in the labyrinths of passages, courts, and rooms, and
missing their way in the darkness, never succeeded in
finding my rooms, where, after the first mélée, all the
members of the Legation were collected for a last stand.
But on the supposition that the Government had done
their best, taking into account their habitual incapacity
in such matters, were we to make it a casus belli? If
not, then the only motive for such a step as striking the
flag, and returning to Yokohama or on board ship, would
be the personal safety of the members of the Legation.
The risk of another and more successful attack of the
same kind, despite an increased number of Japanese
guards, was great, even in the opinion of the Japanese
Government, who expressly declared they could not
guarantee me against a renewed and more desperate
attempt. Yet to retreat before danger and violence,
where there is a chance of effective resistance, whatever
may be the personal risk, is too repugnant to our habits
and feelings to be accepted lightly as an alternative. I
felt the responsibility of any decision, and during these
hours of the night determined upon my course of action,
till some more efficient means of defence could be secured.
While the tocsin and alarm-bells were yet ringing through
all the neighbourhood, I sat down to write a despatch
to the Commander of the ‘Ringdove,” requesting him
. to come up to the anchorage off Yeddo, and land
me as strong a guard of marines and blue-jackets as
he could spare out of his small crew. And at day-
break, when all farther danger for that night was over, I
forwarded it by two mounted yaconins. Early the same
day I cleared the house of my visitors —all, in fact, whose
duty did not keep them in the Legation. About one
oclock Captain Craigie himself landed, with a guard of
twenty of his best men, well armed ; and to my surprise,
accompanied by my French colleague, Monsieur de Belle-
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court. He had been staying at Yokohama, but the moment
he heard of the night’s work, he generously put himself
on board the ‘Ringdove,” with a party of his own country-
men, drawn from the ¢ Dordogne,” a French transport-ship,
and determined to share the anxieties and perils of the
position with me. I acquainted the Government with the
steps I had taken to strengthen their hands, leaving the
outer circuit of the grounds to their own forces, suddenly
increased by them to 500 men, and reserving the defence
of the house and grounds immediately adjoining, to our
own people. During the afternoon a survey was taken of
the scrambling buildings forming the whole of the pre-
mises to be defended; and we all returned with the
conviction that a more indefensible position, against any
determined attack by a large body of men, or even
against the more stealthy approach of mere assassins at
night, could hardly have fallen to our lot. Sentries were
placed when night drew near, so as at least to guard
against our being surprised, or murdered in our sleep.
Foiled and baffled in their first desperate attempt, would
they return with recruited forces and in larger numbers?
This was an anxious question, which, as in the case of the
geysers, it was impossible to answer in any satisfactory
manner. The movements and ebullitions of the hostile
elements in Japan seemed to the full as capricious and
beyond the reach of certain calculation, now ¢breaking out
with unspeakable fury, and again subsiding into mildness,
and tranquillity. We could but hope an interval of
rest might succeed this unusually violent explosion. If
we held our ground for even a week or, two, while our
encmies were chewing the cud of their disappointment,
and ruminating on farther violence, the Admiral might -
arrive. He had himself fixed the 15th of the month as
the probable date of his arrival, and although I could not
count upon any certainty or rapidity of movement, where
Japan was in question, yet I knew he had received the
Queen’s commands to come in person with a portion of his
squadron, and, therefore, sooner or later he must come.
N2
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For, although I had no faith in the power of a squadron
or of ships of war generally, being able to prevent such
an attack as this, and still less to extend any real pro-
tection if actually made, it had been decided at home that
there should be such evidence of watchfulness and force at
command as the presence of a squadron and the Admiral
in person would afford. It is, indeed, hard to say what
would or could give protection, if any one of the hostile
Daimios chose to give the word for a massacre. Ships of
war are only a protection in so far as they may deter the
violent and factious from attempts,—and to do this they
must be in such number, and assembled with such previous
declaration of determined action in a given eventuality, as
might overawe the hostile party in the country. On the
other hand, the menacing presence of ships might just as
likely prove a cause of excitement and political fanaticism,
prompting the more violent to acts of defiance. The first
of the long and dismal series of these political murders
began with Russians for the victims, and when a much
larger Russian fleet was on the spot than we are ever
likely to have in Japanese waters, unless hostile measures
ghould be resolved upon. Nevertheless, it must also be
said that the policy of Russia—which seems to consist in
keeping no Diplomatic Agent at Yeddo, making no trouble
about commercial rights, but always keeping a powerful
naval force hovering about the Japanese seas, with com-
manders of a determined stamp, who, at the northern and
other ports are apt to take the law into their own hands
and vigorously enforce it, has apparently had the effect
of making them more respected and feared than any
other Western Power —respected because they made
themselves feared, one cannot well doubt.

It was well worth an effort, and any reasonable risk, to
hold our position until the Admiral should come. When
he arrived, I could determine in a more definite manner
my future course of action, with a knowledge of what
amount of support and cooperation I could count upon,
in carrying out a given line of policy. The 15th
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came and passed however, and even the 30th, and still no
tidings of the Admiral. In the meanwhile, a surveying
squadron, consisting of H.M.S. ¢ Actseon’ with three gun-
boats, came to our rescue. The news of the attack had
reached Nagasaki, ten days after the event, by an express
sent from Yokohama; and Mr. Annesley, the officer in
charge of the Consulate at the time, very zealously sent a
messenger overland to a bay where the ships were known
to be. Captain Ward, the senior officer, instantly set sail
for Yeddo with hislittle fleet — doubly welcome from the
ready zeal with which he had come to our aid, in what
he rightly judged to be a position of some anxiety, if not
peril. The evidence it seemed to furnish, that when im-
minent dangers threatened, resources, even when least
expected, were never far to seek, made his arrival still
more opportune. It must have seemed to the Japanese
something weird, as if ships could be evoked out of the
sea when wanted. This relieved me of all anxiety for
the security of the Consulate at Kanagawa, and also of
the British community at Yokohama, which had been
left to the guardianship of the Dutch brig, the ¢ Camelot,’
in attendance on my colleague, Mr. de Wit, at that ar-
chorage. Immediately on hearing of what had taken
place, Mr. de Wit, who was on his way to Yeddo, wrote
to the Japanese Government, saying he saw their pro-
mises of protection could not be safely trusted, and there-
fore declined to take up his residence in Yeddo until he
had received farther instructions from his Government.
Thus a month passed wearily and anxiously enough,
as will be readily conceived; chequered only by two
reported gatherings for an attack on the American Minis-
ter’s residence, who had no European guards. But the
one came to nothing, beyond a reported reconnoitring of
the defences by a body of armed men, to the number of
fifty or more; and another night by the firing of two
shots, a general turn-out of his guards, and alarm in all
the quarter, with the fire-bells sounding the tocsin.
How, indeed, this month was passed may best be
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realised by a glance at the divers reports that reached me
from day to day of farther machinations, and the arrest
of one or two of the assailants. Most of these came
from my indefatigable French colleague, as we always
interchanged our secret reports, gleaned with so much
labour and difficulty. Surrounded as we were by Govern-
ment officials, whose chief business was to prevent any
information reaching us but such as they thought fit to
give—and that was exceedingly little and bad of its
kind —we were driven to means we should not otherwise
have sought, perhaps, in order to supplement their spare
allowance of truth. Here are a few extracts from the
bulletins as they arrived : —

‘Le 1* d’Aofit.— On dit que le premier Ministre des
Affaires étrangéres, un des Princes & forteresse, ne ferait
plus partie de Gorogio—Koudze Yamata no Kami aurait
été obligé de retourner dans son domaine, situé en Simosa
(forteresse de Saki-jado). Selon les bruits qui courent,
“Les malveillants de la province de Istals en Djousin (la
province de Mito) auraient brisé les portes de son chéteau,”
&c. Si ces données étaient exactes, elles sentiraient bien
la guerre civile, ou un commencement de guerre civile.’

¢ 2™ d’Ao(t.—Je viens d'avoir avec . . . unentretien
dont je vous parlerai & I'occasion, parceque j’ai été frappé
du peu d’intérét que ces messieurs semblent apporter sur
questions les plus majeures, tout en protestant du bon
vouloir du Gouvernement. Vraiment, je ne sais si je
vois mal, mais il me semble que tous ces gens-la n’éprou-
vent guére de souci pour dire 4 demi-mot, Ah, mon
Dieu! laissez-nous donc tranquilles avec toutes vos grandes
phrases! Clest compris! Il n’en sera ni plusni moins!
Il semble qu’ils soient & bout de patience, et qu'ils sup-
portent tout comme des gens ou condamnés ou décidés
(je vois plutdt décidés que condamnés).’

¢ 8™ d’Aolt.—Je ne vous confirme pas encore I'exacti-
tude de mon bruit de ce matin sur I'attaque des Ministres.
Mais je vais vous donner, sous toutes réserves bien en-
tendu, les renseignements qui viennent de me parvenir, et
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qui sont d’une nature trop sérieuse pour ne pas nécessiter
d’autres contrdles.

¢ Voici ce qui vient de m’étre dit par un Japonais. Est-
ce un émissaire? Est-ce homme franc? C’est ce que
nous saurons bientdt. Je rapporte seulement.

‘Il y a encore & Yedo des Mito Lonines ;—avant hier
les membres du Gorogio, Naito Kino Kam: et Matsdaura
Bonzen no Kamt, sortant du palais, ou ils avaient été visiter
le Taicoon, ont été attaqués par des lonines, qui se sont
jetés, le sabre 4 la main, sur leurs norimons. Leur garde ont
fait bonne contenance, et pendant qu’ils combattaient, leurs
maitres pouvaient sortir et rentrer chez eux sans bles-
sures.” . . . ‘Les deux attaques auraient été successives,
c’est & dire, que les deux membres du Gorogio, sortant &
peu prés ensemble (mais cependant séparément) du palais,
auraient été attaqués par la méme bande.’ ... ‘Les
gardes de l'un des deux Ministres auraient réussi & faire
deux prisonniers. Les assaillants de I'autre Ministre au-
raient prit la fuite.’

¢Y a-t-il eu attaque? Ou toute cette histoire n’est-elle
qu'une broderie? Il est important de le savoir, afin que
jéloigne de moi ces porteurs de fausses nouvelles. Et
encore avec tout ce que nous savons, voyons et supposons,
ne peut-on pas se demander (car vraiment lesprit se
déprave en contact de tant de mystéres et de subterfuges),
en cas ou il y aurait eu réellement attaque, si cette
attaque était sérieuse ou seulement thédtrale?’

¢11™° d’Aofit.—Ce matin vous aurez regu comme moi
I'avis de linquiétude du Gouvernement au sujet d'un
fameux Lonine de Mito, qui vient de s'échapper — on le
tenait de surveillance et il a disparu.’

¢14™ d’Aofit.— Je vous félicite bien de ce succés (a
secret and confidential conference with the Ministers), au
moins ils finiront peut-étre par ouvrir les yeux !’

¢17™ d’Aofit.—Les grandes affaires Japonaises seraient
annoncées, c’est & dire, celles qui concernent les relations du
Taicoon avec le Mikado au sujet de mariage — le ma-
riage aurait lieu. La future Impératrice ou Taikonesse (mia
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en Japonais) arriverait de Miako dans le neuviéme mois de
cette année — c’est & dire, vers le mois d’Octobre.

¢ Le Taicoon irait lui-méme I'année prochaine & Miako
sur une escadre Japonaise, et non par terre.’

Then followed, on the 17th, a menacing placard on
Ando Tsoussima-no-kamvs door ; followed, on the 18th,
by an attack, real or simulated, on the American Lega-
tion. M. de Bellecourt might well say ‘I'esprit se déprave,’
in such an atmosphere of assassinations, menaces, and
rumours — each day bringing its contingent. I will
complete this page of our history in Japan by a copy of
a memorandum made at the time for the Foreign Office,
of ¢ rumours and reports’ in circulation from day to day in
Yeddo and Kanagawa, which reached me from other
sources.

¢ The Governor of Yeddo a few days after the attack on
the Legation was said to have been murdered in his house
by a band of lonins in league with those who attacked
the Legation, and in revenge for the vigour with which
these were being pursued. Next day he was said only to
be sick, and suspended for the moment in his office.
Finally it appeared that he had committed the Hara-kiru ;
having offended by intruding his opinion at a grand
council of Daimios (he not being a Daimio). The council
was said to have been convoked to determine whether
the Tycoon should obey a mandate to go to Miako to pay
homage to the Mikado as a preliminary to a marriage
with the daughter of the latter, and the composition of
certain differences for some time existing. The Governor
sent in a very strong but ably drawn-up opinion against
it. This opinion was adopted, but a rival and former
Governor took advantage of the opportunity to ruin him
by charging him with a violation of the laws in
offering it. Upon this had been grafted a report of a duel
between two Daimios. It was a “ duel @ mort” it seems,
but not a hand-to-hand fight.

¢ Three lonins were reported to have been watching the
new stockades and fences putting up at the Legation, and
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to have said with bitterness they were too strong to be
broken through.” (A great mistake on their part, if they
ever arrived at the conclusion, for I demonstrated to the
chief officials on service some time after this that the
separate bamboos could -all be slid upward, and any
number of lonins might enter without the least noise or
difficulty.) .

‘The Governor of Kanagawa urged the danger of an
attack on the British Consulate, and wished Captain Vyse
to go over to Yokohama, where he would be more easily
protected, and in the meantime to admit a party of
yaconins inside his house. The Ministers urged the same
thing when the interview took place. Three nights before
all the gates of the streets about Kanagawa were closed
and the servants spread an alarm that the lonins were at
hand, and already engaged with the Daimio’s guard on
the hill. Four were actually seized in a tea-house, which
was surrounded, and but one escaped. There did not seem
to have been any fight, but a body of them were about,
giving countenance to rumours of an intended attack on
the Consulate. Captain Vyse had a guard of seven men
from the* Ringdove,” and a Dutch brig of war and a French
armed transport were close in at Yokohama, in the absence
of any British ship, for the protection of the Foreign
settlement.’

Yesterday a report came in that two men had presented
themselves at the Prince of Satsuma’s Kamiyaski (or
Palace) demanding refuge, and on being refused instantly
killed themselves.

Afterwards modified into a report that ¢fifty men
demanded entrance and sanctuary, and on being refused
killed the gate-kecper and dispersed. Again, that one
only presented himself, asking asylum for fifty, and on
being refused killed himself, sure of being denounced !’

I may as well add here, though the account reached me
somewhat later, the translation of a letter said to have
been left in their house by four officers of the Prince of
Mito, who have made themselves lonins.
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interviews with the Foreign Representatives were public,
and everything that passed took place in the presence of the
Governors of Foreign Affairs and a large retinue of subor-
dinate officials and attendants, were so serious that I had
hitherto sought in vain for an occasion when I could,
with fair prospect of success, make the proposition to send
them all away. The circumstances were peculiarly favour-
able now ; and I therefore determined to make the effort.
I calculated that I held in my hand means which,
properly used, would not fail to convince them it was
their interest to yicld, and the result proved I was not
mistaken. I went to present Admiral Hope, who had
landed the day before, together with Sir Hercules Robin-
son, the Governor of Hongkong. I knew the Japanese
Government was most anxious for the success of their
own proposition, to defer the opening of the ports, and
were satisfied this could not be attained, unless with my
support. They were not quite at their ease, either, about
the view that might be taken by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment of the late attempted massacre,—and Mr. Oliphant
was just about to take his departure for England, with the
Tycoon's letter and my despatches on both these subjects.
Lastly, I had reason to know they were much disquieted
and anxious about the proccedings of the Russians who had
located themselves in the island of Tsus-Sima. Profiting,
then, by this rare combination of favourable circumstances,
after a few minutes’ conversation on general matters, I told
them that the present aspect of affairs in Japan, and the
state of its foreign relations, were very critical ; that the
proposition of the Government that we should abandon
important treaty rights, at the same time that an attempt
had been made, in the heart of the capital, to massacre
everyone in the Legation, would naturally demand some
resolution on the part of Her Majesty’s Government of a
decisive character; and that they might have the latest
and best information, I was about to send Mr. Oliphant,
crippled as he was by his wounds, to give in person more
full details than I could possibly write. In this view,
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should be renewed the next morning at eight o’clock, as
the Admiral was to embark in the afternoon. It was
most satisfactory in this beginning of better things, that
the second Minister, when we were really done, declared
that he had often desired such an opportunity of speaking
without reserve; and certain it is that he evinced the
deepest interest in the communication I made, and the
utmost anxiety that the conference should not be unduly
curtailed,—while he on his side entered spontaneously upon
very delicate revelations for a Japanese. I consider this
14th of August saw a new phase commenced ; and it will,
I think, be seen hereafter that this_striking innovation
marks an epoch in the history of our relations,* The want
of such opportunity for confidential exchange of opinions
and information I had always felt to be an insuperable
obstacle to any steady or sure progress with Japanese
rulers. This wasthe first commencement of really confiden-
tial relations, and was not only e present benefit, but might
prove the pivot on which all future intercourse between
foreigners and Japanese would turn. To penetrate them
with views which I could only hope to recommend to their
acceptance if I could secure the means of speaking to
them confidentially, and without a crowd of officials and
witnesses of all classes, was an advantage of the utmost
importance to the maintenance of that good understanding
it had been my unceasing effort to establish—and one
the more to be rejoiced in, that it was calculated to be
equally beneficial to both countries.

I cannot, of course, make any statement here of
what passed in these two important interviews—but the
past, the present, and the future were all discussed in the
most carnest and amicable spirit -on both sides. And I

* Innovation of any kind in such a country, however expedient and
necessary, is unfortunately always a source of danger to those who take the
initiative. I wasnot surprised, therefore, to find later, that in a document
said to have emanated from a body of malcontents, assembled round Miako,
under covert protection of some of the leading Daimios, hostile to foreigners
and to the Tycoon, this departure from established custom, among others,

was enumerated as one of the crimes for which his Government was de-
nounced.
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cannot help hoping that much information was given and
received, which placed the relative position and interests
of the two countries, and, indeed, of Foreign Powers ge-
nerally, with Japan in a much clearer light than they had
ever appeared before to the Japanese Ministers ; and by so
miuch, at least, on a more satisfactory and intelligible
basis than had previously been found possible.

My persistence in remaining at the Legation after the
attack ; merely gathering round it some better and
additional means of defence in a guard from H.M.S.
‘Ringdove,” and taking my usual rides with no better
defence than a number of useless yaconins, had borne
good fruit. It was not without some risk, certainly, but
nothing is to be obtained in the present state of Japan
without risk, and danger too, and the stake was sufficiently
important to justify the step. Our position in the capital I
am persuaded had been more firmly established in conse-
quence, and at the very time it seemed most endangered and
shaken. The attitude taken by M. de Bellecourt and myself
tended I think to hold those in check, whoever they might
be, who thought the Foreign Representatives were to be
finally driven from the capital by menace and violence,
and so far must have discouraged renewed attempts. These
taken in conjunction with the new relations just es-
tablished with the Government, were important results of
what I may almost without metaphor term our six weeks’
campaign in the capital — held against all enemies in
what might in a military point of view certainly be
deemed a most indefensible position —even against lonins
(if such were our enemies), with no better arms than
swords—but of untold number and under powerful
protection.

These two results went far even to modify my opinion
of our position in Japan, in reference to the future. And
if a two years’ experience in the country would not allow
me to write in a very sanguine spirit, yet I could not help
taking a more hopeful view of possible improvement, than
I should have felt justified in, but a few weeks earlier.
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The position of the Foreign Representatives in Japan was
indeed without precedent, certainly, in modern times. For
any parallel we must go back to the middle ages in Europe,
and to our carly relations with the Sublime Porte, when
Constantinople represented ¢the East, and ambassadors
did not always escape personal indignities, and performed
their duties in danger of the Seven Towers, if they gave
offence to the Grand Turk. It is not surprising, there-
fore, if this conflict between actualities, and diplomatic
canons of a later and more civilised era founded on
existing international law and usages, should carry some-
thing of perplexity with it, and prove a source of harass-
ing anxiety to those who were compelled by their position
to try and reconcile the two. To maintain treaty rights
without resort to the only arguments carrying weight ; to
preserve peaceful relations, and yet neither compromise
the true interests nor the dignity of his country, constitute
only a few of the more trying conditions attached to a
Diplomatic Mission in Japan. Diversity of opinion as to
how such seeming impossibilities may best be com-
passed is inevitable, where many minds and interests are
concerned. This was well illustrated by the communi-
cations I received from my several colleagues at the time,—
as to the conclusions to be drawn from passing events, and
the course of action which might most fitly be adopted
under the circumstances. But these diversities of opinion
were rather the natural fruit of the atmosphere of doubt
in which we were placed, by the absence of any positive
information or thoroughly reliable data as to passing
events —the real state of parties, or the action of the
Government,—and never caused any real divergence of
action or disaccord among the members of the Corps
Diplomatique, with the one lamentable exception already
referred to in the case of the American Legation. In-
deed, in the midst of all the troubles and anxieties
inseparable from the position of a Foreign Minister in
Yeddo, the uninterrupted harmony and cordiality of my
relations with all my colleagues was one of the few
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conditions of our exile on which I can look back with
unmingled satisfaction.

As to the actual state of our relations, there was, indeed,
much room for improvement. Life was insecure, trade
was being daily restricted, and no remonstrance, protest,
or argument within the scope of diplomatic means, had
hitherto much availed to turn the authorities from a
policy, the manifest tendency of which was to nullify the
treaties, restrict all intercourse, and ultimately revert to
the former state of isolation, by the expulsion of foreigners.
To make trade unprofitable by restrictions, extortions, and
prohibitions imposed on their own people, with whom
their power is absolute; and render life not only so in-
secure, but intolerable in the conditions of residence, that
no foreigner would long submit or find such an existence
endurable,— seemed really to have been the chief object
kept in view during nearly two years. This was the sum-
mary of their policy ; and if these milder measures failed,
the bravo’s sword, for assassination, was always in reserve,
and held in terrorem over the heads of the intruders on
their soil, to be resorted to as occasion might serve, with-
out ruth or scruple.

Who were the authors of this truly Oriental system, in
which bad faith and assassination were the most prominent
features? The Tycoon, by the mouth of his Ministers,
speaking as a Government, denied all parentage and
repudiated all responsibility. As to the systematic ob-
structions and restrictions of every kind, in which
Government agents were the active instruments, they
were either denied ;—or defended as being no other than
legitimate measures, to ensure regularity and prevent
smuggling. So of obstructions to all intercourse with the
people, or freedom of action on the part of foreigners,
those which could not be proved against them were
denied; and what could not be denied, even by Japanese,
was defended as evidence of good faith, and necessary to
our protection from the evil-disposed, ‘who at the pre-
sent moment abound, and are very dangerous even to

VOL. 1L 0
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the Government, though all outcasts, and men of low
degree!’

Such had been the continuous and unchanging course
of events, since the first hour of the opening of the ports.
The situation of all the Western Powers at this moment
might be summed up in a few words. The treatigg had
in all their more important stipulations been systemati-
cally and persiste_qu:?é_ﬁagréagiﬁﬁfié‘fme ; and they
now proposed, as a political necessity imposed upon them
by the nature of the case and the exasperation of the
public mind, the suspension of all farther execution, by
deferﬁww_pgg_ts for a term of years.
Having thus provided against any developement of trade,
and avowed the necessity of preventing its extension for
the present, under plea of which they were doing much
to destroy it, they also allowed the lives of the Foreign
Representatives, and all other foreigners, to be so demon-
strably insecure, that the authors of such a system might
be pardoned if they counted with some certainty upon
their not being long molested by the presence of such
hated intruders into the country. Trade hampered and
manacled, life menaced, national rights violated, with
outrage to the flags, and without a hope of redress or
amelioration—all with impunity. This in résumé depicts
the situation.

Yet even among Europeans, and the Representatives of
Foreign Powers, there were not wanting some who were
disposed to give a much more favourable interpretation
of the facts. Several possible, if not plausible explana-
tions of the apparent inconsistency and half measures of
the Japanese executive, consistent with the absence of any
really hostile animus on their part, were suggested.
First, the necessity of preventing the shock of a too
abrupt transition from an old to a new state of things,—
in trade, as in political relations. Secondly, the necessity
of avoiding a revolution in the country, with which the
Government said they were threatened, by parties op-
posed to them profiting by the cxcitement and confusion






196 THREE YEARS IN JAPAN, Cuar. X,

small scale. We were but a handful of foreigners, all
counted, not two hundred I think, scattered in four dif-
ferent ports, incapable of any effective resistance, and ge-
nerally deprived of means of escape. In Yeddo always, for
on those rare occasions when a ship of war happened to
be at the anchorage, it lay of ‘necessity some five miles
from the shores. Bodies of irresponsible lonins, outlaws,
and outcasts, could always be secured to attack a Legation
or assassinate a foreigner; and if one attack failed, another
and another might follow, and in the end make success
certain. I think this is conclusive. That their protection
was ineffective, and always would be so, unless close im-
prisonment within four walls in the midst of a guard of
jailors were accepted, was in my opinion, however, equally
certain. Even Mr. Harris’s faith in his own safety had
this important reservation, ‘so long as he observed the
precautions recommended by the Japanese Government,
and used by the Japanese themselves.” What those pre-
cautions were had been sufficiently shown. Their inability,
by any other and less objectionable or inadmissible means,
to protect the Legations in Yeddo effectually, either from
insult or murder ; while there was undoubted evidence of
an actively hostile party secking their destruction, was so
clear, that I am convinced no British Minister,so long as this
state of things should last, could be fitly resident in Yeddo
without means of defence drawn from our own forces.
This involved a guard permanently for- the Legation, and
a mounted escort of European or Indian troopers. The
footing in a word would be somewhat like that of a Resi-
dent in India exposed to a similar danger, though it might
and would of course be on a much less expensive scale. A
guard of from twenty to thirty men at the Legation, and a
mounted escort of a dozen troopers in addition ; and finally
a residence built with some reference to attack and in a
defensible position, would, I conceived, meet the require-
ments of the case. Without some such provision loss of life,
fresh complications and treatment so injurious, that it
could not long be tolerated with any regard to our
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Tozengee with a force of 500 men which they insisted
upon as necessary in addition to our own small guard of
marines —and also of the anxiety they felt, or professed
to feel, for the safety of the Legation, cven after such
measures of precaution. Nothing farther was left, but
to wait patiently the lapse of months that must take place
before Mr. Oliphant could arrive at home and any des-
patches or instructions reach me.

Part of this time was employed in putting together the
materials that lay to my hand for the narrative which may
now be very soon concluded. I had leisure to consider
very deliberately both the actual state of foreign relations,
and the future prospects of these, as well as their bearing
on the destiny of Japan. And some of the reflections
suggested at this period will be found in the following
chapters.
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CHAPTER XI.

REVIEW OF FOREIGN RELATIONS WITH JAPAN — IN THE JAPAN-
ESE TERRITORIES THE PRESENT IS HEIR TO THE PAST IN A
PECULIAR SENSE—INFLUENCE ON EXISTING RELATIONS — HOW
THEY MAY BE DEALT WITH, AND WHAT THE ALTERNATIVES
OFFERED.

UCH was the aspect of affairs soon after the end of the
second year following the opening of the Ports. An
attempt to kill Her Majesty’s Representative, and all the
other members of the Legation at one blow, placed though
they were under the protection of the Tycoon’s body-
guards, and the armed retainers of two of his Daimios,
opened a fresh pagein the history of our relations. Prior
to this the outrages had been limited to menaces of
massacre, and isolated acts of butchery or assassination in
the streets. But this last deed was a conclusive demon-
stration of the existence of a hostile party, which would
stop at nothing —not even the murder of the Foreign
Representatives within the gates of their Legations.
True, theJapanese Government had often warned them of
the existence of such dangers, and of plottings and designs
for the murder of all the Europeans, as a means of ridding
the country of their presence for ever, and cffecting a
total rupture of relations with Foreign Powers. But it
was hard to believe in designs as short-sighted as they
were atrocious, upon any evidence less conclusive than
the events of this July night.
We had, apparently, arrived at a period when parties in
the State hostile to foreign intercourse, had resolved on
keeping no measure henceforth with us, and were
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determined to force on a rupture of relations. And
whosoever the active agents might be, it seemed the
ostensible Government (the Tycoon and his Council of
State) exercised no controlling power to prevent any
deed of atrocity. For the attempted massacre of the
British Legation was but the culminating point of a long
series of outrages and assassinations, attended with perfect
impunity to the perpetrators.

Assuming, in this aspect of affairs, that Great Britain,
from a love of peace, and a horror of new complications
in the East, with contingencies of war in the distance,—
would rather contemplate the abandonment of all her
treaty rights in Japan than incur the risk of a contest to
enforce or maintain them ; and, consequently, would be
willing to adopt the views set forth by the Japanese
Ministers in their letter to the Foreign Representatives —
attribute any failure or obstructions to trade to natural
causes beyond the control of Governments; and the in-
security of life to popular discontent and hatred, for which
the Tycoon could just as little be held responsible — what
would be the immediate result of such entire acquicescence ?
If wholly unconditional and unlimited, it hardly could be
doubted that trade would gradually cease. Its growth
had been checked from the beginning by the action of the
authorities with the native dealers. Although this was
questioned by some few of our own merchants, there was
really no doubt about it. We must, at all events, renounce
the opening of more ports. And if we still maintained a
Diplomatic Agent in the capital, and Consuls at the ports,
we must also be resigned to sce them reduced to a state
closely analogous to the Dutch of old in Decima — free in
name only, and prisoners in cffect; shut out from all
intercourse with the people of Japan, whom it is our
interest, by free communication, to conciliate and enlighten.
To what useful end, then, would all this expense, trouble,
and humiliation have been accepted? If it should be
expedient to maintain political relations independent of
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determined resistance, and a struggle often continued long
after all hope of final success must have died out of their
hearts. Like the Greeks of the Byzantine empire, and
later, the polished but effeminate Italians of the middle
ages, the Chinese and Japanese are brought in contact
with races surging in upon them from unknown lands
beyond the outer limits of their civilisation—barbarians, in
a word, far superior to themselves in bone, and thew, and
sinew, in prowess and military tactics, but still barbarians,
and thwi_ot{__ii},&u_ﬁaummpcrioﬁty in
their cstimation: in knowledge of their language, litera-
ture, religion, amd philosophy—the only religion or
philosophy they recognise as having a real existence or
value. As Goths and Vandals could trample down and
sweep before them any array the efleminate Byzantine
Court could marshal in the field, so can we the hosts of
China or Japan, though the latter makes pretensions to
be considered warlike. But the result is still the same.
The triumph over their gea.ker frames and their ignor-

ance of arms, does not_ ny respect, or mental

recognition of superiority. They bend their necks to
superior force, but harden their hecarts and console
themdvfem;‘by licarding i in “secret a cumula-
tive and ranklmg contempt for their conquerors.

And thus; when beaten in the "ﬁéT(]Jthcy fall back on
fraud and cunning, the traditional arms of the weak; and,
it must be added, the only ones much relied upon by the
Asiatic.  Resistance does not cease, but only takes
another form. The power of passive resistance possessed
by a whole race, with habits and institutions antagonistic
to the foreigner, and to all change, is a tower of strength
to the rulers; and a barrier to the stranger’s progress,
which may prove long impassable. But, besides the
obstacle created by the inert mass and bulk of the
opposing body, rulers like the Daimios in Japan can
always draw, from this great arsenal of ignorance, and
passions casily aroused into activity, the weapons of
treachery and violence, which leave the stranger, fixed on
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the East, they have resolved to meet us on the threshold.
Determined that we shall not plant the first germs of any-
thing that can bear fruit hereafter, they exhaust their inge-
nuity in effecting that end. They seem to see as clearly as
we do, the importance of access to the minds and hearts of
the people, and so have taken their measures accordingly
to close up all the avenues. This they have chosen as their
field of battle, and the stronghold of their power against
the inroads of the foreigner, confident that, so long as
they can maintain this ground intact, all the European
nations together must recoil, baffled and defeated, as often
as they come to the attack.

Hence all the jealous watchings, the restrictions and
limitations encountered in every direction ;— the army of
spies and two-sworded yaconins, true ¢sbirri, who know
only their master’s will. Hence, too, outrages, insults,
and assassinations, with a remittent character of febrile
violence ;— now striking a blow, and then dying off into
mere mutterings of menace or insult, to recur again inevi-
tably in the same order, and with persistent regularity.
We have forced ourselves upon them; but it is their
business to see that neither present profit, nor hape of
future advantage, shall come of it,—and this is the policy
they have devised to that end, and perseveringly carry
out with all the subtlety and utter disregard for life, which
might be anticipated in Asiatic rulers, plotting against a
formidable adversary.

If, on the contrary, the Japanese as a people could be
brought in contact with us, even at a few points; and
within the sphere of new influences of thought and feeling,
Europe might take patience. Ten or twenty years are so
little in the life of a nation! But the misfortune is, these
Rulers will not allow the Treaty Powers to take patience
for an ally,—listen exclusively to its counsels, and sow and
plant in faith, that in due time the seed will bear fruit. The
Daimios will not leave them any ground of such trust for
the Future, and are ever stirring up violence in the hope
of intimidating, and ultimately, by menace and assassina-
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and alliance of Western States, unless the King of Siam
may be considered an exception. The Japanese, however,
unlike all other nations or tribes of the East, are not
content with a sullen and passive resistance, but regard
these compulsory treaties as a means of more completely
insuring their emancipation from a foreign thrall, and an
undisturbed isolation ever after!

Doubtless some portion of this intensified antagonism
and hostility may partly be traced to their insular position,
but greatly also to their antecedent history. Three cen-
turies ago they voluntarily and trustfully made treatics
with the principal Maritime Powers of Europe, and
the relations thus established all ended disastrously in a
forcible disruption, after yecars of civil and religious war
convulsing the country. The Dutch alone were then ex-
cepted from a decree of extermination and expulsion di-
rected against all of foreign race, and professing a Christian
creed ; and the natives of Holland were excepted only on
condition that they would submit to be imprisoned in a
sea-girt quarantine at Nagasaki, and under the most jealous
guard.

Thus it happens that Europeans of this generation
appear in Japan as the heirs and representatives of the
past, in a way peculiarly fatal to any friendly settlement
on its shores. On them indiscriminately, weighs heavily
not only the antagonism of race common to all Asia,
but an inheritance purely Japanese, which has been
carefully hoarded by the ruling classes. One of mingled
hatred and fear, of religious and political fanaticism, only
too fuithfully transmitted from father to son through many
successive generations. Not merely without diminution,
but with an accumulation of interest, which, now the
opportunity presents itself, they seem eager should be paid
off in addition to the original capital.

From the day that men of Western lineage first set
foot on the coast, when Commodore Perry made his
Treaty in 1853, there is abundant and conclusive evidence
to show they were looked upon as the legitimate heirs,
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dynasty of Tycoons, or -as the Ministers affirm of older
date, has never been abrogated. It could only be rescinded
by the Mikado, or, at least, with his sanction; and,
practically, it certainly never has been repealed, for if the
necessary sanction was obtained, the Tycoon’s Government
have never dared to make it public. There is no doubt
that the spirit of this hostile and intolerant legislation
still survives in the hearts of a large and influential
number of the.governing class, and is quoted as justifying
all Japanese in proceeding to any extremity against the
stranger. It would have been of just as little avail to
introduce a clause of toleration for the Christian religion
in the treaties, because the Japanese Government still
maintain their right to make it death to a Japanese to
listen to the missionary, or take his books. It could only
have made the other clauses for the establishment of
trade and free intercourse objects of greater dislike,
without in the slightest degree advancing the cause of
religion. They remembered the past, and still, appar-
ently, hold a conviction, founded on some experience of
the practical working of the Romanist system, that an
ecclesiastical power which exercises complete dominion
over the souls of men, leaves very little for the temporal
sovereign.

The long and doubtful struggle and devastating wars
which preceded the casting forth of the foreigner, and
the extermination of all converts to his religion, in the
17th century, and which ended, as we know, with the
fall of Simabara, beneath the ruins of which lay buried
37,000 of its defenders and Christian converts,—has left
an indelible impression on the national mind, identifying
us with trouble, dissension, and calamity.

Here we have both cause and effect plainly traced.
We can understand the enmity we experience from the
educated and privileged classes, and measure its depth
and strength. There are men among the ruling class
ready to put into force as sanguinary decrees as those of
Gongen Sama, and to enact over again all the tragic scenes



Caar. XI. UNCOMPROMISING HOSTILITY. 209

of that time of blood and torture. The intervening
period of two centuries has been little more to them
than a long sleep,—from which they awake to find the
foreigner once more seeking to effect a lodgement on
their soil, and plant the seeds of more religious wars
and civil feuds, with their consequences of revolution
and national impoverishment.

If it be asked, ‘what data exist for such sweeping
conclusions?’ it may be answered, too many for
citation here in detail; but, first and principally, the
authority of the Daimios and the Government of the
Tycoon, both speaking by the mouths of the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs. These, as members of the Great Council
of State, represent a Cabinet, which, as the Tycoon is
merely a youth, -must be held to exercise the power in
his name, under the influence and control of those strong
enough to uphold a Government; whether these be the
more influential of the Daimios or a large number of
the lesser nobility. This declaration of irradicable and
uncompromising hostility was the burden of nearly every
official interview, and a vast number of written com-
munications. The letter of the Ministers, accompanying
the autograph letter of the Tycoon to the respective
Treaty Powers, requesting no more ports might be
opened, was only one among many; but the latest written
expression of this political programme,—as the attack
on the Legation, was the last in action —is to be found
in a communication sent by the Ministers to M. de
Bellecourt, which admirably sums up and confirms the
narrative as it has here been given, and it has the ad-
vantage, also, of being authentic. Under date 27th July
1861, the two Ministers of Foreign Aflairs forwarded
an official note, containing the following passage referring
to the declarations of two of the lonins who were
wounded in the attack on the Legation, and made
prisoners, adopting the French translation. It ran as
follows :—

¢ Suivant leurs déclarations il paraitrait que tous ceux

VOL. 11 *r
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qui sont impliqués dans cette affaire sont des vagabonds
de la province de Dziosiou, que des prétres et des gens
de basse classe se sont joints & eux, et quils persévérent
avec obstination dans leur opinion qui a pour but de
rétablir Uancien systéeme gouvernemental, parcequ’ils con-
sidérent la conclusion des Traités avec les Puissances
étrangéres comme contraires a Uancien état de P Empire ;
enfin qu’ils avaient tramé cette conjuration par la raison
que les officiers et les bourgeois sont dans l'indigence
depuis 'ouverture des ports, & cause du renchérissement
des marchandises, et parceque le sentiment national
devient inquiet. Il est & présumer quindépendamment
des quatorze conjurés connus, il y en a encore beaucoup
du méme genre.’

‘Il y a quelque temps on a arrété un individu s’effor-
cant d’exciter l'inimitié contre les étrangers. Il disait,
que si par suite du meurtre des étrangers, les relations
entre notre Empire et les Puissances étrangéres étaient
rompues, l'ancien systéme gouvernemental qui excluait
les étrangers du pays serait rétabli, que I'Empire devien-
drait alors considéré et puissant, et qu'il pensait prouver
ainsi son patriotisme, bien qu’il pQit y perdre la vie. La
crainte de la mort ne scmble pas modifier la persistance
de son opinion erronée.’

There is, indeed, one notable difference between the
statement endorsed by Ministers, and that which has been
made in the preceding pages. According to the Ministers
the hostility is all to be found in the lower and un-
privileged classes and among the priests, without com-
plicity or participation on the part of Daimios, or their
relations and retainers ; whereas there can be no doubt, as
I have already pointed out in a preceding chapter, the
exact reverse is the fact. Obstacles to trade, and danger
to life, restrictions and vexations to which merchants and
Ministers in different forms aresubjected, may with more or
less certainty be traced as coming from above,and not from
below. The Tycoonat, to borrow a convenient name coined
by the French, including the whole hierarchy and system
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neither having voice in the government, nor any preten-
sions to take part in the administration.

Why these same dominant powers, Tycoon, Councils
of State and Daimios combined, entered into treaties with
Foreign Powers in recent times, if such were their
principles and ruling motives, may well be asked. And
no question more frequently recurred in the beginning of
our relations, or seemed less susceptible of satisfactory
answer. But the difficulty has gradually disappeared,
under the light thrown upon the affairs of Japan by recent
events; and with fuller information on many points.
This has already been touched upon in a previous chapter®
when describing how the second American treaty was
made.

When Commodore Perry first appeared in 1852 to try
the effect of ‘moral pressure,'—backed by a considerable
squadron, much dissension ensued among the magnates.
Not however, as the Americans represented, and were
probably led to believe, by the. Japanese themselves in
order to mislead; not because any, were friendly, and
desired such relations. There may be some, like the’
late American Résident Minister, who still cling to this
idea, as part and parcel of that which constituted his
special pride—the ¢ opening of Japan to the civilised world,’
by his tact and diplomacy, in dealing with a people who
saw in his countrymen only friends, and against whom
alone, of all the Western nations, the Japanese had no griefs
of old standing. But their number must be very small
at the present day, who believe that there either existed
then, or can be found now, liberal and enlightened minds
among the members of the Daimio class, who saw the
advantages of free trade and intercourse with foreign
nations, and desired nothing better. The plaintruth appears
to be, that all-in various degrees were inimical to a
departure from the old established policy of the country,
the central idéa~of which was IsoLATION. When a new

* Vol. I. Chap. IX.
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virtually inoperative all the more important clauses of
treaties in respect to trade, locomotion,and freedom of inter-
course : and more especially to instil a feeling.of insecurity
and danger into the mind of all foreigners, beginning with
the Representatives themselves, as the effect of a strongly -
excited state of public feeling, increasing and fast becoming
uncontrollablé. "In support of which various outrages and
assassinations would not be wanting, until one of two
things must result — either the Foreign Representatives
would be reduced to the state of prisoners in the capital,
or they would be driven to abandon the position as wholly -
untenable. It would not matter very much which ; the
desired end would be clearly in view in either case.

If this were not really the policy and preconcerted line of
action among all who exercise a controlling power in the
Government of Japan, it would be something marvellous
that the whole chain of effects should so perfectly and
exactly correspond to the attributed causes. If those
comprising the Council of State had no foreknowledge of
the various murders and acts of violence perpetrated in one
continued sequence against foreigners, and culminating in
an attack on the British Legation, it was not a little
remarkable that the Ministers should be so ready
and. anxious instantly to turn to profit such deeds, in
manifest furtherance of the very policy here suggested. Is
a linguist murdered under the British flag at the gates of
the Legation ?—reason for exercising more jealous control
over all access to the Minister. Is the Regent murdered?
—reason forsurrounding the Legation with morepolice and
guards, and never allowing the Minister to stir out without
an escort :—reason for urging all the Representatives to go
within the circle of the castle moats, and under one roof,
to be under safeguard, and constitute themsclves state-
prisoners. Is the secretary of the United States Legation
slain in the strects?—reason for the same panacea, more
guards and gates, more restrictions on the liberty of
the Minister — reason for deferring the opening of the
ports, for appeasing the public mind, in a state of such
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wrathful excitation at the prospect of more trade and
more ports accessible, that-the Government could not be
responsible for the consequences, if refused. It is not easy
to believe in the perfect good faith of a Government
under such circumstances. And how can we trust to
their professions of a sincere desire to observe the obliga-
tions imposed by treaties with the reservation ¢ So far as
the state of public opinion will permit,) which, by their
own showing, is not at all? At the same time that we see
great contradiction between the professions and the acts
of the Government, giving evidence of insincerity in the
dealings of Ministers with Foreign Representatives, wholly
inconsistent with their often expressed desire to carry out
the treaties in good faith ; we are bound in justice not to
forget that whatever be the state of parties in Japan, the
reopening of foreign relations has proved a bone of
contention, threatening once more to excite a civil war,
and has actually led to a whole series of tragic events.
Such a series of tragedies might well secem to justify the
forebodings of those who denounced the initiation of this
policy of concession, even though only provisional, as ca-
lamitous to the nation ; and are not calculated to soften
their feelings of animosity towards the foreigner. Nor is
there any assurance that we are near the end of this dismal
chapter in theit history. The lives of the members of the
Great Council were menaced, the Ministers declared ;* and
a Governor of Foreign Affairs was sent recently to inform
the British Envoy of an attempt at assassination on one
of the Gorogio, by a single man; other accounts say by
two.

So much of the past it is obviously necessary to have
in mind, as inseparably connected with the present situa-
tion, and the success of any measures which may be
devised with a view to improvement in the future.
Great efforts have been made during the past two years, to

* Subsequent to this date the Foreign Minister, Ando Tsusimano Kami,
was attacked and severely wounded by a band of eight, while on his way to
the palace.
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reconcile the Japancse to the establishment of trade, and
the peaceable residence of political agents at the capital.
But it must be confessed many of the foreigners in whose
hands the trade lies at the ports, have ill-seconded those
efforts by their conduct and proceedings; and it is the
less surprising, therefore, if the efforts of diplomacy,
however panently and perseveringly continued, should
have met with very indifferent success; too little, indeed,
‘under such untoward conditions, on the European and
the Japanese side alike, to authorise any very sanguine
hope in relation to the future.

There is so much that is natural in the fears, the hostile
spirit, and the general distrust of Foreign Powers mani-
fested by the Japanese rulers, that however deplorable
the resulggﬁ one can be surprised, or even condemn —
without réference to extenuating circumstances, which are
so many pleas of justification. It has even been con-
tended by a friend of the Japanese among the Euro-
peans, who has been longest resident in the country,
under the old prescriptive rule of Decima and Dutch
policy, that ¢after all the Foreign Powers were wrong
to have asked for more ports than Nagasaki.’

If we persisted in the undertaking, despite all these
formidable obstacles to success, in secking to establish
trade and friendly relations with a semi-civilised Eastern
race, who desire ncither, and are in danger of being
plunged into civil wars and dissensions, if they escape
foreign war as the first consequence,—it was clear we must
accept the task with these untoward conditions attaching
to it.

Other wards there may be in the§lock to be turned,
before the secret of all our difficultigs, and 8f Japanese
policy, can be laid open; but there a¥e valid reasons for
stopping here, and not pursuing the.subject further at
present. Enough has been said to sow how many and
serious are the obstacles created by the traditions of the
past. Forcigners are under the ban of &’ law which dates
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back more than two centuries, and justifies all who seek
either to kill or expel them. A law unfortunately asso-
ciated in the mind of every Japanese with civil and
religious war—with a long and bloody struggle, in which
the Foreigner and his Religion were alike held up to
execration, as the immediate cause of all the evils under
which the whole nation groaned and suffered. We can-
not wonder, then, that our reappearance on the scene,
after such antecedents, should be regarded by the ruling
classes, if not the whole nation, with a mingled feeling
of fear and hostility.

After this retrospect, and careful analysis of our present
position in connection with the past, there were several
questions pressing for solution. The objectof our treaty is
no doubt trade, this first and chiefly. But no trade, present
or prospective in Japan, it might be thought, would justify
our going to war for its advancement. And yet it seemed
doubtful,—unless we were prepared to enforce in some way
the stipulations of treaties granting free exchange of pro-
duce and intercourse, with immunity from outrage and
violence,—if any effort would be made by the Government
to keep good faith with us? Treaties extorted by force
or pressure, can only, as a general rule, be maintained by
the same means. All our experience in the East points
to this conclusion, and the history of treaties between,
European States even, is not very different. If we scruple
to enforce engagements, not spontaneously entered into
by one party, and neither for the extension of trade nor
religion, think such a course expedient or justifiable,—all
that can be said is, it might have been better never to
have made the treaty. But neither nations nor in-
dividuals arc always logical. And although it is not
unusual to appeal to the ¢inexorable logic of facts,” even
facts get sometimes grouped together in anything but a
logical order of sequence.

W estern Powers, and we more especially, have great in-
terests in the East, of which Japan is an outpost. We have
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prestige and an empire to maintain, as well as a commerce
so vast, that nothing which Japan could ever contribute
to swell its amount, would perhaps be worthy of much
consideration. Whether having once entered into treaty
with Japan, we can cease all farther relations and retire,—
retire, too, before violence and menace,—is a question,
unfortunately, which cannot be decided with exclusive
reference to that country. Japanese trade we could very
well dispense with. The tea and silk they supply can be
procured elsewhere. Their coals are useful, but may be
paid too dearly for in national dignity. They are rich in
metals, but these they hoard and will not freely give, and
they also may be had elsewhere, and nearer home.
Finally, any trade we might create with Japan, would
not be so much in addition to that possessed with other
countries, as in lieu of an equal portion somewhere else ;
while the profits on any of our manufactures they may
take, will probably never pay the cost of a small squadron
to protect it.

But putting trade with Japan aside, our prestige in the
East is a power which supplies without cost the place of
fleets and armies. We cannot afford, therefore, by any
ill-considered backward steps, to damage or jeopardise
this, sceing it is the great economiser of our national
resources. So far from being a measure in the interest of
economy it might prove the very reverse. And any act
or course of policy which may serve to indicate either
fear or weakness, is calculated to affect the power and
the integrity of the whole empire. In this chain, not a
link can be broken or damaged, even in such an outlying
and distant region of the East as Japan, without some
danger and prejudice to the whole.

In these latitudes we arc confronted with Russia and
her fast increasing establishments on the Manchourian
coast. From the extension and prosperity of her commerce
we have nothing to fear, but rather cause for rejoicing.
Seas covered with a commercial navy are pledges of peace
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farther difficulty arising from invested interests in trade,
(which has already taken a larger developement than could
have been anticipated, and with which those most
directly interested declare themselves well satisfied), it has
to be determined how the exigencies of such a position are
best to be met, with the least danger of collision, and at
the smallest cost, whether of life or national dignity ?

If the actual trade of Japan be a secondary object in
comparison with the interest involved in the larger
political and commercial field, and these could best be
advanced by relinquishing the former, as an object of im-
mediate effort, it might be sound policy to do so. This may,
at all events, deserve consideration, for there is some reason
to believe that a mere political connection without trade
- (alleged to be 8o ruinous and productive of discontent and
trouble) would be much more likely to be acquiesced in
by the Japanese Government, than the present state of
forced commercial activity. Possibly the vendetta against
foreigners might ccase under such altered relations. If
even a residence at the capital of a Diplomatic Agent should
still be insisted upon as the head.of a Mission; a
Legation might be little else for a time than a college
for students, such as the Russians so long and patiently
maintained at Pekin. The same result might probably be
obtained, and with like good fruit. If this, with one or
two Consular Agents at the ports now opened, but no
importunate demands for execution of treaties, removal
of limitations, or covert restrictions on trade, &c., were all
we desired, the hostility now manifested might cease, or
at least greatly diminish. This seems very much the policy
of the Russians, who even avoid locating a Diplomatic
Agent in the capital, and keep their Consul General at
Hakodadi visiting Yeddo from time to time, only as occa-
sion may require,—while they are especially careful to
keep a powerful squadron always in the Japanese seas.
This, be it observed, is the very reverse of our policy, or
practice rather, which has been to keep an effective Legation
in the capital, battling for all our treaty rights, and no
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elements in the country had only to all appearance, been
gathering strength; and the policy followed by the
Japancse had been growing day by day more unmis-
takeably obstructive and threatening. The conclusion
would seem to be, that if there was to be any amelioration,
Foreign Powers must change their tactics: and if these
involved a struggle and the nation were passive, the
feudal classes alone being actively engaged in such a
contest (and this is what might be expected from all that
is known of the country, always assuming that no
revolutionary element came into play), the struggle could
hardly be a long one. For some of the more hostile
princes struck down, the rest would probably see the
necessity of coming to terms, and sueing for peace, with a
better estimate of our power to make our treaty rights
respected, and compel observance, than has yet entered
into the conception of Japanese Rulers. So possibly we
might purchase peace, and trade with freedom from all
obstructive limitations, as well as with security to life and
property. But by no other means that suggest themselves,
after long and patient study of the people and their rulers,
does this end seem attainable—if once we break with the
Daimios and the Government which masks them —to
enter upon a course of coercion. As regards the masses
and bulk of the population, we cannot look for anything
better than indifference or neutrality. Of foreign trade,
and the benefits which might flow to them from its
extension, they know nothing, or perhaps worse than
nothing, in the belief that to this Foreign trade they owe
the increased dearness of provisions and other articles
of consumption, which has more or less existed since the
opening of the ports. The battle would be with their
Princes and Feudal Chiefs only, unless these should
succeed in rousing a latent fanaticism of patriotic feeling
which no doubt exists in the Japanese character,
nourished by all their traditions and historical associations,
no less than by their insular position and long isolation
from the rest of the world.
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If once driven to enter into campaign, we should be
liable to incur their hostility from lawless acts of spoliation
or destruction on the part of troops, a danger which
would be greatly increased if we entered into such a
struggle with allies, instead of single-handed. In any
movement in the country, the want of interpreters and
means of communication or information would be one of
our greatest difficulties, both as regards guides and
supplies. A few Japanese know English or Dutch; but
we could hardly count upon securing the services of any
of these, or trust them if they offered to act against their
own rulers. Among ourselves, or foreigners generally,
no one yet has more than a limited knowledge or
command of their oral language even. Assuming then
that the cost of any efforts to extort by force or intimi-
dation the full execution of the treatics would be great,
and the issue too uncertain to permit an idea being will-
ingly entertained of resorting to hostilities, either for
the protection of any existing trade, or even its farther
extension; we must turn to the terms of compromise
actually offered by the Government under a pledge
of greater security, and the abatement of hostile feel-
ings. The future which the Japanese would fain pre-
sent to us for our acceptance, and as the price of our
renunciation of any new ports and right of residence
for any but the Legations in the capital, is not without
promise, though much shorn of advantages and privi-
leges contemplated in the treaty. It may be shortly
stated as comprising greater security for life, and the
cessation of hostility; limited trade, but friendly rela-
tions and facilities within those limits, now virtually
denied. How far even this moderate promise may be
counted upon, when the concessions which are to be its
price are made, is unfortunately open to doubt. If we
would be on the safe side some material guarantee
would not be superfluous, assuming that one could be
framed which the Japanese might be induced to con-
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template without too much irritation, and as only an
equivalent for all they demand.

In any circumstances, the Treaty Powers will have to
consider, not only the cost of any line of policy which
may be determined upon, but the practicability of arriving
at any satisfactory solution of the questions raised. Some
effective guarantees for security to life, if not for any
rapid developement of trade, might prove far more
valuable than an extended field of commercial opera-
tions.

As a Mission was on its way to England for the
express purpose of obtaining our consent to defer the
opening of the ports, an opportunity would occur for
declaring the stipulations under which we could accede
to the wishes of the Japanese Government — defer all
hopes of a rapid extension of trade, and accept a
great apparent loss. We might observe, that however
well disposed, this could not be done under an appearance
of yielding to menace and violence; and having unfor-
tunately been subjected to much of this, the Government
not only owed us some reparation, but recent events ren-
dered it necessary that we should stand free from the
reproach or possible suspicion of yielding to fear, in sur-
rendering rights—by the free concession on both sides of
things equivalent. This it might be shown was a con-
dition rendered imperative by the course of violence and
intimidation which had ushered in, and apparently pre-
pared the way for the Japanese proposals; and on no
other terms could Great Britain stand justified either in
its own eyes or that of the world.

In reference to the concessions demanded on their side,
we might say we were not unwilling to take into consider-
ation the state of the country as represented by the
Government — the real difficulties they might have to
contend with from the state of parties— and on our own
side, were anxious not to precipitate them into a civil
war, or even push the extension of our trade in any way
to the injury of the Japanese people. But we might add,
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perfectly clear that to compel without compulsion was an
impossibility., A great change was needed, but this must
in a considerable degree be a change of convictions—and
no lesson is well learned all at once. Any change likely to
be beneficial and permanent in the minds of the Japanese,
must break in slowly upon their old traditions and habits
of thought —and move forward by steady and gradual
steps. But this slowness, if a subject of regret in some
respects, makes the final victory more certain, and insures
its completeness. New ideas, new principles and senti-
ments, must be allowed to permeate through and through
the masses, and rather by a process of percolation from
the upper to the lower strata, than by the force of an
irresistible pressure from without or below.

What seemed most important, therefore, was to secure a
fair commencement to a more gradual process of infiltration
and leavening in the mass. Hitherto, and with more or
less success, those who are the custodians ‘of power in
Japan have directed all their efforts to prevent this. If
we could neutralise this action, we should probably effect
more in the next ten years by peaceable means, and with
mutual advantage to all parties, than in double that
period by any measures of hostility and coercion. We
can do little towards changing the current of Japanese
ideas, until we can communicate our own through their
language, and it will take some years yet to give us fair
command of this first and most essential instrument of
conversion and civilisation.

However inviting such a programme might be, it still
behoved us to keep distinctly in view another class of
facts and considerations, the tendency of which, it must be
confessed, was rather adverse than favourable to this policy
of deferred hope and conciliation. We have already had
painful experience in China of the rule attending all con-
cession to the supposed difficulties of the Government of
the country, and their alleged inability to give execution
to treaty stipulations. There can be very little doubt, as
I explained in the first chapter of this book, that our
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opposition ? Was it likely, that if even those immediately
about the Tycoon desired to do so, that they would be able
and willing to take any effective measures to that end, so
as to secure the desired result? To neither of these vital
questions was it in the power of any Foreign Represen-
tative, I think, to give a confident or satisfactory answer in
the affirmative.

What should we be doing then by concession? Gaining
time and only deferring an evil day that, if this hypothesis
were correct, must come sooner or later, and with in-
creased calamities the longer it is deferred? This was at
least a possible result, and formed by no means a plea-
sant prospect for future Governments and Plenipoten-
tiaries. I wished nothing but peace and prosperity to the
Japanese ; and had spared no effort with their Government
to imbue them with juster notions than I fear they yet pos-
sess, of the power which other States possessed to compel
the observance of treaties, and their own want of means to
offer any effective resistance ; and above all, the danger
that must inevitably attend a persistence in any course of
deception and bad faith. But it was impossible to close our
eyes to the lessons and experience each day afforded. If
we find them timid, submissive, and anxious to avoid all-
cause of quarrcl with Russia, while they presume not a
little upon the policy of conciliation and forbearance of all
the other Powers ; it is difficult to avoid the conclusion
that the strong-handed and very summary measures
taken by the naval officers of the former Power at
Nagasaki, Hakodadi, and elsewhere, on more than
one occasion, and the ever-constant presence or pro-
pinquity of large squadrons, have had a beneficial in-
fluence. To the Japanese, as to all the semi-civilised
races of the East, FORCE represents PowER, and inspires
Resrecr, and nothing else does. They will talk of the
necessity of conforming all their acts to reason and good
faith, and talk by the day or the month, but deliberately
disregard both, exactly in the proportion in which they
believe you are prepared to bear it without an appeal to
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their principal provisions; all, indeed, that possess any
substantial value. Assuming, or supposing, that we are
not prepared to accept either of these alternatives, then
there are certain conditions of good faith and honest
execution which it would seem necessary to insist upon,
because they are vital and essential to the realisation of
any of the objects for which the treaties were framed.
Some are even essential to the continued residence of
foreigners in the country, with reasonable security to life
and property, or immunity from continued outrage, sub-
mission to which would be impossible to any Sovereign
State in the position of Great Britain; and could not
permancntly be endured, even from so distant and puny
an adversary as the Japanese. True, we have borne all
this and more, this thirty years past, from Mexico, with
all its elements of disorder and misrule rampant and
hydra-headed. But this has constituted the difficulty of
dealing with those who perpetrated the wrongs, or hold-
ing any Government responsible. It has been a country
without a Government, and given over to the wild license
of armed factions. To cxact redress, it was necessary to
contemplate the occupation of the country, and possible
necessity of providing for its administration, in the
absence of any fit materials for an effective or per-
manent Government—the dilemma which France is now
experiencing. Such is not the case in Japan. There are
here elements of strength and order, which the existing
Government represents and controls. It may be subject
for consideration then, whether under such circumstances
we should do well or wisely to trust entirely in the future,
as we have done in the past, to conciliation and forbear-
ance. There may be parties in more or less intimate
connection with the Government, ready to suggest to
them that such a policy on our part is due to the impos-
sibility of the British Government adopting any other
course, or resorting to means of reprisal and coercion
under any circumstances. A rougher and sterner dis-
cipline may be needed with such men as the Daimios and
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their supporters, to teach them the wisdom of maintaining
peaceful relations by observing the obligations of treaties,
instead of provoking to acts of hostility a Power that can
at any time crush their best efforts at resistance; and,
whatever may be the treacherous suggestions they may
receive from foreign sources, will do so, if all milder
means should fail.
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CHAPTER XII.

THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AND ITS ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY
— RELATIONS OF LIFE : OF RULERS AND SUBJECTS — HUSBAND AND
WIFE — THE RELATION OF THE SEXES—THE POSITION OF WOMAN
IN THE SOCIAL SCALE — INFLUENCE OF ART AND CULTURE —
RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.

F the Government of Japan we have much yet to
learn, both as regards the actual machinery, and
the official hierarchy under which the administration of
the affairs of the Empire is carried on. The relative
position, weight, and influence of the constituted powers—
Mikado, Tycoon, and their respective high officers — all
need farther elucidation. The old and the new noblesse, in
their relations as feudatories of one or both Sovereigns, and
to each other, and to the people especially demand careful
consideration. These may be held to constitute the moral,
as the mecre administrative machinery supplies the more
tangible elements of a Government.

As regards the last, and the hierarchy established
among the officers of the Tycoon’s Government, I have
various data, some of them derived from official, and
others from private sources of a more or less reliable
nature. The lists of Daimios, with their revenues and
territories; of the Tycoon’s Court and administration,
given in the Appendix,* are taken from the official
Red Book of Yeddo. This was very difficult to obtain
in the first instance, simply because the Government
of the Tycoon did not choose we should have any books,
maps, or other means of information, even of those open
to all the natives, and purchaseable by them for a few

* See Appendix D.
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is & minor, the Kokushi follows nextin importance. Itisa
Council, composed of either eighteen or twenty-four (for
there is some doubt which is thenumber). Amongthese are
some of the most powerful Daimios of the ancient aristo-
cracy, who represent the Mikado at Yeddo. Although
ostensibly they take no active part in the Government,
there seems very little doubt that not only are they a
serious check on the Tycoon and his own Council of
Ministers, but something very like control and direction
must be among their attributes and the functions they
exercise. The theory appears to be that they are a
consultative Council, with whom there is no initiative or
active participation in the administration of affairs ;—and
the Tycoon need not recognise their existence, save only
in cases where there is a question of departure from the
fundamental laws or traditional customs, when their
sanction and that of the Mikado are both essential to
give validity or legality to any change; as, for instance,
such a step as entering into Treaties with Western
Powers, which for more than two centuries had been
prohibited.

In such agrave and momentousquestion as a total change
of national policy, there is reason to believe either law
or custom renders essential an appeal to a Great Council
of all the Daimios possessing a revenue over 50,000
kokous of rice,* said to number some 342. How they
are convened, in what manner they deliberate and give
their opinions or votes, is not known, I believe, by any
foreigner. The necessity of convening such a Great
Council of the nation was urged on Commodore Perry,
by the Government of the then existing Tycoon, as the
reason for a year’s delay in giving him any answer. How
far truly or not, of course, may be open to question.

Next in order follows the Gorogio, or administrative
Council of the Tycoon — his cabinet in effect; consisting
of five Daimios of the third class—1I believe always

* See lists of Daimios, with their revenues, Appendix D.
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Many of the more subordinate offices are filled up from
a large class of Government officers, not Daimios but
belonging to the Hattamotto, or vassals directly depend-
ent on the Tycoon, corresponding to the ‘gentry and
literati* of China, so often quoted in official correspon-
dence, and receiving annual salaries, ranging from 3,000
kokous to 200 pios of rice, or say 2,000. to 38/ A classi-
fication and enumeration of these will be found in the
Appendix.* As regards the military administration and
means of defence, a certain number of Daimios holding
fiefs from the Tycoon probably, said to be twenty-six in
number, are entrusted with the defence of the Tycoon,
and obliged to furnish military contingents. It was some
of these who were called upon to supply guards to the
Legations, when the Tycoon’s Government decmed such
measures of protection necessary. And it was one or
more of these military retainers who attempted in the
night to cut his way to the room of the British Chargé
d’Affaires after my departure.

Into the farther question of Aonorary offices, rank, and
order of precedency as established between the Mikado’s
Court and the Tycoon’s, I do not propose to enter in any
detail—first, because I consider most of the information
we possess too uncertain and imperfect to be much relied
upon; and secondly, because although we have heard a
good deal of the Tycoon’s investiture by the Mikado, and of
the fourth rank being assigned him,—by which he is placed
not only lower than that of other Daimios, or courtiers
and ministers about the person of the Mikado,—I
think such distinctions have little influence on the
real march of affairs. It may be true enough that
according to the Red Book of Japan, the Quambuku or
Prime Minister of the Mikado is classed as the second per-
son in the realm, and takes rank before the Tycoon,— but
practically what does this amount to?  Does it give him
any real power to direct, or meddle with the administra-
tion of affairs; or merely to approach three mats nearer

* See Appendix D,
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of the Tycoonat, only then constituted by the victorious
commander-in-chief of the imperial armies, which were
originally set in motion for their subjugation. 7Tdico-Sama
towards the close of the sixteenth century did much to
break the still dangerous power of these semi-feudatory
but really independent princes. He only succeeded, how-
ever, by courting the alliance of some of the more puissant
of them, and leaving their sovereign rights or pretensions
untouched. There are many who thus succeed to their
hereditary dominions and honours with all rights and
immunities attaching from time immemorial, without any
formal recognition or investiture by the Tycoon. Their
allegiance is obviously more nominal than real, and is held
by the slightest tenure. They are strong in their feudal
rights and feudal power, while he is weak in his avowed
subordination to the only acknowledged Suzerain of all,
the Mikado, who is invested not only with all the prestige
of hereditary descent in an unbroken line from the first
Supreme rulers of the Empire, but tracing back through
such ancestry, according to Japanese traditions, a divine
origin. He adds the infallibility and pretensions of a Pope
of the middle ages, to the temporal rights of sovereignty
of a later era. And although he has been shorn of much,
if not all, of his real power, as Popes have been ere now,
and this ever since the Crown-General Yoritomo's suc-
cessful usurpation ; — yet still the supreme dignity, rank,
sanctity, and prerogatives have ever been the undisputed
attributes of the Mikado, and his alone. Téico-Sama, the
great soldier-hero of Japan, in the latter end of the six-
teenth century, when invested with the command of
the armies and administrative functions of the sovereign,
did but continue the work of Yoritomo, his great pre-
decessor, in still farther reducing the power of the Mikado,
from whom he held the trust, to narrower limits; at
the same time that he broke down the strength of many
of the great feudatories. And when his son perished, self-
immolated in the castle of Osaca, where he was besieged
by his guardian and father-in-law, Yedai (or otherwise
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territories over which feudatory chiefs rule absolutely,
although ostensibly the subjects of a Suzerain and an
executive chief of the state; and amenable to the laws of
the Empire, but opposing and limiting the authority both
of Mikado and Tycoon, as occasion serves or their interests
and passions dictate. We have in presence, therefore,
a dual system of Sovereigns, each with their separate
court, high officers, and nobles; next a class of nominal
feudatories, the bond fide rulers of the country in detail
under a feudal system. And over all, intertwined and
twisted round every individual member of this tripartite
hierarchy of two Sovereigns—their courts of great officers
—and a class of great territorial barons, each of whom
enjoys a petty and semi-avowed independent sovereignty,
there is cast like a spell an elaborate network of espionage,
which seeks to control by treachery and finesse those who
cannot be subjected by overt force, and to bring all under
one bondage or system of government. This part of the
Tycoon’s administrative system involves a duty which
sends his officers into the several princes’ territories, a
service, it would appear, of veritable danger. There was
presented to me one day a Japanese of considerable offi-
cial rank, who for obvious reasons I will not more par-
ticularly describe, of whose history I had an outline.
One of the incidents, to the credit of his wit and astute-
ness, which most struck me, was the fact of his having
been the only one of seven ometskys or spies sent suc-
cessively into the Prince of Satsuma’s territories,—who
cver came out alive.

The Mikado and even his power, however shorn of what
it once was, may still exist. The Tycoon is after all, butan
executive head ruling under the shadow of his suzerain
prerogative—and he again is limited and checked at
every turn, as I have shown, by one of the most powerful
oligarchies ever seen, since the palmy days of the Venetian
Republic with its Council of Ten, under whose secret and
inquisitorial dominion the Doge himself felt insecure alike
of life and power. And if they brought one Doge to the
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protection of a powerful Daimio, will often pay a large
sum for the privilege of being rated as one of his retainers,
and wearing his cognisance. Thus, if there are any free-
men in the proper sense of the term — the oppression to
which they are exposed by the armed classes, often in-
duces them to surrender their liberty into the hands of
some superior who is capable of affording them protection.
Besides these scveral causes of slavery or serfdom,
poverty, crime, and debt help to swell the ranks. Parents,
too, have undoubtedly in some cases, if not in all, the
power to sell their children. And as they are inveterate
gamblers, I have little doubt in Japan, as in China, a man
often stakes wife, children, and finally himselfin the hazard
of a die. On the other hand, I had frequent occasions of
observing, that precisely as with the Saxons in the tenth
and eleventh centuries, the words ¢ freemen’ and ¢ slave,’ *
as understood at the present day, arc hardly applicable,
for a large proportion of freemen are in a position in
which this would not with us be considered altogether
frce; and the majority of the slaves live in a state of
comparative freedom.

Let us now endeavour, if we may, to ascertain of what
character are the effective agencies actually brought into
play by the multitudinous and often antagonistic rulers
of Japan, under this most complicated and imperfectly
welded system of aristocratic and oligarchic government.
Apart from the fact that the feudal system itself is
repressive in its tendency, limiting and curtailing the
exercise of all free encrgies, a Government which rests on
espionage, secret and avowed, and delation, as among its
chief instruments, sows mistrust broadcast through a
whole nation, undermines all confidence between man and
man, and makes truth and faith equally impossible among
the mass subject to such influences. “Alllies,’ it has been
well observed, ‘are discivilising ;> the *greatest savages
have generally been found the most incorrigible liars and

* ¢The Anglo-Saxon Home,’ by John Thrupp.
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hard to buy any article of food which has undergone mani-
pulation, or even medicine to preserve life, that is not
adulterated, and often by the most deleterious compounds?
Or, to buy a length of cotton which answers to the
measurement written upon it ; or a bottle of wine or beer
containing a statute pint or quart measure? Yes, all this
is true, and sad as true. Commercial morality appears to
have a code of its own even in the most civilised countries;
and perhaps it may be still more broadly stated, that the
moral standard of the most advanced nation, is very far
from perfect truth or honesty. We must admit then, I
am afraid, that it is only a question of degree, between
the Japanese who sells rice dust for camphor, and the
English tradesman who sells red lead for Cayenne pepper,
or alum and bone dust for bread. But still I maintain
the Japanese have the bad preeminence of far surpassing
us, in ingenuity and universality of cheating. In re-
ference to mendacity, it requires some acquaintance with
yaconins and Japanese officials to know the full force of
the term ; or, to what perfection such a system may be
brought. Truth is not to be obtained at any price, for
love or for money — by a foreigner at all cvents. I do
not believe any real progress is possible so long as a
nation preserves this characteristic, and all true civilisation
is necessarily progressive.

There is as total a disregard of truth among
the Japanese of all classes, as can well be conceived —
compatible with the existence of any bonds of society,
which, after all, must presuppose some trust or faith either
in words or oaths. There are people in every nation
who lie —some from habit, some from vanity, and others
to advance their intcrests; ¢the gainful lie’ is, unfortu-
nately, common in all classes and races. And it was not of
the Japanese that Bacon spoke, when he said, ‘A mixture
of a lie doth ever add pleasure,’ but most likely of his
own countrymen. If, in ancient times, at the other
extremity of Asia, ‘all Cretans were liars,’ and their de-
scendants, the Greck of modern days, amidst all his
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many who would not palm off a plated for a silver article,
or venture on any gross fraud of that kind. And to the
honour of their discrimination, I must also say, they soon
learned to take me at my word, instead of chaffering and
haggling over a price they knew to be greatly in excess
‘of what they were willing to accept. I have seen,
when some one of their number, admitted for the first
time, was asking an extortionate price, the older habitués
check him, and have overheard the warning that it was
‘of no use —that they knew my yea was yea, and my
nay—nay in truth,” and that he would simply be left with
his goods on his hands, if he did not deal more straight-
forwardly. Of course, that they should often ask twice as
much as they were willing to take, vow a modern work
was either an antique, better than the oldest, and declare
no second of the kind could be found, was in the fair way
of their trade —do not picture and curiosity dealers in
every mart in Europe the same?

But, after all, to return to the moral problem which
universal lying such as exists in Japan suggests, there
must be a real pleasure in the practice, for there is no
denying it has its inconvenicnces. There must be many
inducements and temptations to depart from truth, be-
sides a mere regard to some present énterest or profit ; for,
on a secarching inquiry into the veracity or authenticity
throughout lnstory of all the wisest and wittiest sayings
and of many of the reputed doings of the noblest men in all
ages and countries, some of wh1ch have become familiar
as houschold words and undoubted as gospel truths, how
many come out of the crucible with any shape or consis-
tency ? M. Fournier laid a sacrilegious and ruthless hand
on all these heirlooms of the past, in a book which he
entitled, ‘L'esprit dans PHistoire,” or ¢Recherches et
Curiosités sur les Mots Historiques,’ and sad havoc he
has made of the world’s most cherished traditions on the
subject.  Alas! for witty and brilliant retorts — for
heroic inspirations in the hour of action. Alas! for King
Arthur, and Charlemagne, or even William Tell. Alas!
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begins by showing that Themistocles may have said,
¢ Strike, but hear, though Herodotus, the earliest re-
porter of the debate between the admirals, made no
mention of it; but, at all events, it was not to the
Lacedemonian admiral, for this debate was with the
Corinthian Adeimantus. Robert Bruce may have been
taught perseverance by a spider; but it is remarkable
that the same teacher is assigned to Tamerlane. It
appears Omar is no longer to be charged with burning
the Alexandrian library, any more than the Legate at the
sack of Beziers, in 1209, with the order, ¢Kill them all—
God will recognise His own,’ so circumstantially re-
lated ; and M. Fournier devotes a section to prove that
Charles IX. did not fire on the Huguenots with an
arquebuse from the window of the Louvre in the mas-
sacre of St. Bartholomew. So Frangois premier, far from
writing to his mother after the battle of Pavia, ‘Tout
est perdu fors I'honneur, wrote something considerably
different, and less epigrammatic. The patriotic devotion
of Eustache de Saint Pierre and his five companions, of
which Froissart gives such touching details, when they
delivered up the keys of Calais to Edward III., by whom
they were doomed, but for his queen’s intercession, was
never intended to be hanged, sceing that he was in
connivance with the besiegers, and was destined to be
rewarded by a pension. Whether Mazarin continued to
his last gasp surrounded by a bevy of ladies and gallants
is doubtful, to say the least, though historians and painters
will have it so; and another popular picture of Leonardo
da Vinci dying at Fontainebleau, in the arms of Francis L.,
is opposed by a double alibi. And so of Sir A. Callcott’s
picture of ‘Milton and his daughters,” one of whom acts as
his cmanuensis, though it is authoritatively declared they
were never taught to write. Whichever side we turn,
deception and delusion meet us, and for no gainful purpose
of profitably lying. Cambronne did not utter the grand-
iloquent ‘ La garde meurt, et ne se rende pas.” The Duke
of Wellington did not say, ¢ Up, guards, and at them.’
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and Daimios regard the establishment of foreign relations
and the extension of commerce, notwithstanding that the
pecuniary interests of many as producers might be bene-
fitted by foreign trade.*

But besides the Feudal form of ‘G;w{ernment, and an
administration based on the most elaborate system of
cspionage ever attempted, which is essentially a discivilis-
ing agent, and acts as an impediment to progress intel-
lectual or moral; there are certain other vices grafted
on the national character, possibly by such administrative
system, but much too intimately blended with the parent
tree, to be either easily or promptly got rid of. And
these also constitute serious obstacles, for which I hold
the Government in some degree responsible. I allude to
the relation of the sexes, the intercourse sanctioned by
law, and the position of women. I believe a great deal
of undeserved laudation has been bestowed on the
Japancse in this respect. I do not wish to enter here
into the question whether they are as a nation more or
less immoral than others; but in a country where a
father may secll or hire out his daughter for a term of
prostitution, not only without penal consequences from the
law, but with its sanction and intervention, and without
the reprobation of his neighbours, or not more than would
be expressed in England if a family well to do let their
daughter go out to service instead of keeping her at home,
there can be no healthy moral feeling. And that such
things are, I know to be a fact. I would also say, that
even though a people may be free from the institution
of slavery ; though neither serfs nor domestic slaves could
be bought and sold like chattels or cattle, and transferred
from one master to another with the same facility (and
the negative is only partially true as regards Japanese ; for

* Might be, but as I have already shown, and shall have occasion again
to prove, they never have been benefited, owing to the manceuvres of the
Tycoon’s Government and officials, by which aql the profit realised by the
opening of & new market for Japanese produce, part of which belongs to the
Dainiios, is intercepted and appropriated by a hungry swarm of custom-

house and other officials, maintained for that very purpose, a] ntly, at the
three Consular Ports. ’ P » APpATOREY
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that since male and female infants are brought into exist-
ence in equal numbers (with a slight fraction for greater
waste of male life), everywhere and in all circumstances,
the same law of nature has destined them for each other
in pairs; both for the satisfaction of the appetite on which
the propagation of the species depends; and the exercise
of the parental affections, based as these are on natural and
universal instincts; and precisely in the proportion in
which this great and fundamental law is violated by any
sanctioned monopoly or prevalence of promiscuous inter-
course, will be the impossibility of a nation so offending,
attaining the highest civilisation. And where a govern-
ment sanctions this, if even with a view of only correcting
the more palpable disorders attending it ;— the question
will arise whether it is not doing evil that good may come,
and with the usual evil result. Whether, in a word, the
tendency of all such legislation is not still farther to
degrade the woman, and identify the government with
the evil. At the same time, as regards polygamy or
concubinage, we must in fairness remember this has been
the established law of Asia since the days of the patriarchs,
—and it may be hard measure to hold any government
of an Eastern race in the present day, responsible for not
having initiated a totally new principle of life and legisla-
tion. So in regard to the Social Evil, it must be also
admitted to be a question of policy how far a govern-
ment should, by direct intervention, seek to moderate an
evil it is plainly out of its power to prevent or eradicate,
— a question on which many governments in Christian
countries have arrived at opposite conclusions, and adopted
different principles of legislation.

I cannot help looking upon what I would call radical
defects or vices in the national character and institutions,
as the chief obstacles to rapid improvement, or any sensible
progress in a right direction ; these, more than any defects
of mere government either in form or administration, apart
at least from their active agency in producing or fostering
these very evils. I believe with Mr. Mill, that for the
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information seems at our command. All their philosophy
and moral ethics, and much of their religion—~Buddhism
and Confucianisnf certainly (by far the most widely spread
systems in Japan) came from the neighbouring continent,
and are Asiatic in origin — the first Indian, and the second
Chinese. All their science, I believe, came from Europe
through the Dutch. If they have originated anything
themselves, we want the means of tracing it ; but whence-
soever derived, we know that scientific culture is not
altogether wanting, any more than intellectual attainments
of a respectable kind.

Cultivation, however, is not civilisation — just as little
as it is religion, though each may be powerful civilising
agencies. Both must indeed enter largely into the highest
civilisation of which man is susceptible, and can hardly be
entirely wanting in any. Intellectual culture the Japanese
haveto no inconsiderable extent. Culture in art, literature,
and philosophy,— borrowed or original, does not very
materially matter. And there is perhaps a more general
diffusion of education than most nations of European
stock can boast. But the question is, what kind of culture,
and what are its tendencies and influence? If the industrial
arts arc civilising agencies, as they undoubtedly are, the
fine arts may be so in still higher degree. They are, or
may be so, for this is a necessary distinction. Art in all
its forms, in poetry, painting, statuary, and music, appealing
to the moral and emotional side of human nature, may
tend to cultivate and develope all the higher moral
faculties, or only address themselves to and develope
the baser desires and passions. In the one case, they are
civilising agencies of the highest kind; in the other, they are
quite as obviously debasing and discivilising. Of the in-
fluence which art can and does legitimately exercise in pro-
moting man’s moral and religious developement, making
sense, under the guidance of the imagination, subservient
to the spirit, much may be said, and in support of its
general cultivation. Yet if we look to Greece, and later
still to Rome when it wiclded the empire of the world,
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and ecclesiastical,— and pronounce judgement honestly
according to the issue.

Viewed in this light what has art, taken in its most
comprehensive sense, done for the Japanese? Does it
ennoble and civilise by cultivating the moral faculties, or
degrade and barbarise by developing the animal passions
and all the lower and grosser parts of their emotional
nature? We do not know much, anything indeed, of their
poetry, and little of their philosophy, except the general
fact, that it together with their whole code of moral ethics
and much of their jurisprudence are all derived from China
and Confucius. Of art in other forms, we can perhaps
better judge ; and except so far as it carries with it culture
of the mind and intelligence, and gives developement to
some of the more genial faculties,— to humour, wit, and
mirth,—it is to be feared it has small pretensions in Japan
to be considered a valuable civilising agency in its present
developement and application; while it does act unquestion-
ably over a wide area of the least cultivated, in pandering
to the lower desires, and often to grossness and obscenity.
All that creates amusement and innocent mirth, we may
admit as good, so far as it goes. So in like manner,
whatever tends to refinement; but coarseness and in-
delicacy are essentially barbarising agencies, and are
unmitigated evils. Art in Japan seems to me to contribute
to both these results in a large degree, and thus whatever
good it effects, may be more than counterbalanced by the
unquestioned evil.

Their civilisation is not, however, as I have said, without
moral and intellectual agencies in active operation. There
is even a larger admixture of these than probably will be
found, out of China, in any other part of Asia. For
although there is no lack of sharp and effective law
founded on physical force—the torturer’s rack, and the
executioner’s sword being often in requisition — and vol-
untary immolation by suicide supplements largely the
whole system in which life and human suffering count for
very little,—yet viewing the administrative and legislative
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and beneficial influence; it would seem a grave error to
consider any form of civilisation as entirely divested of its
saving and elevating power. What the religion of the
Japanese is, or what it may amount to, in its collective
influences, cannot now be ascertained with all the fullness
or accuracy to be desired. No European is yet, indeed,
in a position to speak from his own knowledge on this
subject. All, or very nearly all the information we
possess, has hitherto been derived from the painstaking
labours of the early writers, especially Kempfer, who
did not himself know the language, and had exceed-
ingly limited sources of intelligence in his intercourse
with the natives. That there was an indigenous religion
as old as their history, one formed by and for them-
selves in long past ages, the Sintoo, which survives to
this day; that some ten or fifteen centuries ago or more,
this was overlaid by the Confucian doctrines — a code of
moral ethics, not a religion in the proper sense of the term
—and about the seventh century both were in great
degree supplanted by the Buddhist faith derived from
China, we do know with tolerable certainty. But this
is nearly the sum. Of course we have ample informa-
tion as to what both the Buddhist and Confucian systems
embody in India and in China respectively. What we
do not know, are the modifications and transmutations
these may have undergone in passing through the alembic
of the Japanese mind,—and by slow accretions and changes
in the lapse of ages. Of the doctrines and true character
of the Sintoo religion, either in its original or present
form, we can know still less. So far as any personal
means of information has enabled me to form an opinion
on the one cssential point here, I believe what Kcempfer
has said in respect to the Sintoo religion is true as
regards any faith the Japanese generally may have. ¢The
more immediate end which they propose to themselves
is a state of happiness in this world” They have indeed
some, but very obscure and imperfect notions of the
immortality of the soul and a future state of bliss or
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misery. But so far as I have seen, the educated classes
scoff at all such doctrines, as fit only for the vulgar and
the ignorant ;. and believe with all the ancient poets and
philosophers that after death there is no future, or as
Catullus expresses it in his Epistle to Lesbia:—

Vivamus, mea Lesbia, atque amemus.

Nobis cum semel occidit brevis lux,

Nox est perpetua, una dormienda.’

But apart from these enlightened rationalists and
sceptics, there does seem among the masses a certain
kind of belief in a supreme God, but one who scarcely
looks down upon this world, and many inferior deities,
who influence more or less directly man’s destiny, and
determine his happiness or misery. They do, evidently,
also believe in the future existence, in some form or state,—
of a portion at least of those who live distinguished in
this ; for they deify and offer worship to their great men
and sovereigns, precisely as the Greeks and Romans did
of old. They believe also in a devil, or satanic agencies,
and pay particular respect and worship to foxes, as being
the incarnation of the evil one. We can know little more
of the religious doctrines or faith of the Japanese as a
nation, until some among the educated Europeans have ;
attained sufficient command of the language, written and
spoken, to read all their works, sacred and lay, on the
subject, and converse freely, even on abstruse subjects,
with various classes of the natives in their own tongue.

As regards material civilisation, there can be no doubt
they may take rank in the fore-front of all Eastern nations,
and but for the fact that their mechanical appliances are
inferior, as well as their knowledge of the applied sciences
connected with mechanical industry and arts ; they may
rightly claim a place with nations of European race. As
it is, if the policy of the rulers permitted freer intercourse
and trade, so as to bring them in competition with Bir-
mingham or Sheffield, and Manchester, notwithstanding
all our advantages of funded knowledge and civilisation
of a higher order ;—our steam and river machinery, and

s 2
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the marvellous perfection to which all mechanical ap-
pliances have been brought; I believe the Japanese
would hold their own, send out swords and cutlery to
rival Sheffield, and silks and crapes to compete with
Macclesfield or Lyons in the markets of the world ;—
cheapness of material and labour, with natural ingenuity
and skill, compensating the difference in machinery. Of
course they would copy and take hints; for they have
little of the stupid conceit of the Chinese, which leads
them to ignore or deny the superiority of foreign things.
On the contrary, they are both eager and quick to dis-
cover in what it lies, and how they may make the ex-
cellence their own.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE CIVILISATION OF JAPAN —SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONDITION-—
DURABILITY OF THEIR INSTITUTIONS — HOW SECURED HITHERTO,
AND ON WHAT DEPENDING —DREAD OF INNOVATION AMONGST THE
RULING CLASSES A PRIMARY CAUSE OF THEIR HOSTILITY TO
FOREIGNERS—THEIR PROGRESS IN ART—ILLUSTRATIONS OF POPULAR
SUBJECTS——MANNERS AND CUSTOMS-——THEIR LOVE OF THE HUMOROUS
AND GROTESQUE.

PEAKING of our own civilisation, it was said very
truly the other day, apropos to Social Science meet~
ings, that although Christianity introduced new ideas,
new responsibilities, new duties, new sanctions, and new
aids; yet, at the present moment, judging from such
shrieks of despair, as the meetings of the Social Science
delegates imply, we are all in want of a new moral
system.

But if neither the art, science, and letters of the Greeks,
as I observed in the last chapter, nor the cultivation and
intellectual developement of Rome, nor lastly, in the full-
ness of time, the advent of Christianity and the religion
of the Gospel, have done anything effectual to change the
whole moral nature of man, and a fatal proclivity to evil
and crime, what does the progress of humanity, and the
boasted advance of civilisation, amount to ?

This question presents itself very forcibly when we turn
to Japan, with a view to inquire into the civilisation deve-
loped amidst such isolation, though borrowed in the first
instance from the Chinese. From China, they borrowed
a religion, a written language in the ideographic character,
a philosophy, and a literature ; everything in fact which
ministers to the intellect, and promotes social progress.
Religion, law, politics, education, the condition of women.
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the mutual relation of classes, the security of property, the
prevention of crime and its punishment, the statistics of dis-
ease, poverty, and sin, on which social philosophers are so
constantly engaged, as means to the end of improving man-
kind ; to what do all such efforts lead, so far as the actual
progress and improvement of mankind,from one generation
to another, are concerned ? To what havethey led among
the inheritors of the Greek and Roman triumphs of art
and intellectual conquests? What is their fruit in this
nineteenth century of the Christian era? Ismoral evil or
crime on the decrease ? Is there not, as has recently been
observed, rather a conviction, that if in some special
departments particular vices are lessened, in other
directions, new elements of evil have been developed?
Whatever civilisation has done, it has not, to all appear-
ances, materially diminished the sum of human misery
and crime. Is all civilisation, then, but a vicious circle,
and our efforts from century to century, but the oscilla-
tions of a pendulum, which so far as it sways to the
one side, must of necessity swing to the other? As
old evils are rooted out, and old diseases disappear,
must it always follow, that there will be a similar out-
growth of new evils, moral and physical, modern remedies
seeming to generate their own peculiar forms of disease
and rottenness ?  Is it only to be a change of form in Man
and in States, not an essential change of nature or condi-
tion ?

The lust of conquest, scorn of all moral obligations,
frenzy, political corruption, and folly, which have been
the characteristics of times the most remote, of the
Pharaohs and Babylonian kings, of Alexander, Attila, or
Tamerlane — are they unknown in our days? Are there
not wars, and rumours of wars, keeping all the States
of civilised Europe in constant care for their frontiers,
against unscrupulous allies, and necessitating ruinous
taxes to maintain armaments for defence? The fullest
developement of constitutional freedom, and the widest
bases of Republican Government in a new world, unfet-
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In an article headed L’'Angleterre et la Vie anglaise,
which appeared recently, a French writer tells his coun-
trymen and the world in general, that ‘La civilisation
Britannique s'appuie sur deux livres, la Bible et Shak-
speare.’” Like many other continental sayings about us, it
is more epigrammatic than true. There arc certainly
very few Englishmen who could accept this very limited
view as either affording a fair account of our civilisation,
or a correct definition of its leading characters. I will
take warning, therefore, and avoid the temptation to deal
with so grave a subject in epigrams.

It has been very truly remarked, that ¢It is one of the
hardest things in the world to formn a just estimate of a
foreign country. We seldom see other nations fully, and
still more rarely judge impartially of what we do see;
such is the disposition to under-rate and to over-rate,
according to our own special tendency.” The same writer
goes on to remark, with equal justice, ¢ When we remem-
ber the contradictory representations we daily hear and
read, of the countries in our own immediate neighbour-
hood, modesty may well restrain us from pronouncing any
dogmatic opinion on those which are physically, intel-
lectually, and morally more remote.” In the case of such
a country as Japan, it may be added, the difficulty of
judging well and impartially of what we so imperfectly
know, amounts almost to an impossibility. We need not
wonder, then, if one set of writers have described Japan
as a paradise, while others following later, should feel
disposed, upon larger experience, to depict it as a pande-
monium. I will try, as much as in me lies, to avoid both
extremes, and to state fairly all that I know or have
observed, and no more, leaving it to the intelligent to
draw their own conclusions. But, so strongly have I felt
the difficulty of doing justice cither to the Japanese or
the subject, embracing as it does the whole range of
questions affecting their civilisation and social condition,
that this chapter remained for many months unfilled up,
with a mere heading and in a skeleton form, though
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ate history of Japan by a chapter bearing the following
significant title, ‘An inquiry whether it be conducive for
the good of the Japanese empire to keep it shut up, as it
now is, and not to suffer its inhabitants to have any
commerce with foreign nations, either at home or
abroad ?’

This is not an inquiry I intend to follow his example
by making ; not, perhaps, that I should see very serious
cause to differ from him in many of his conclusions; but
simply because I conceive the question already and irre-
vocably decided by the Treaty Powers, so far as any
practical issue is concerned. Whether it might be argued
a priori as conducive to the good of the Japanese empire
to keep it shut up, would be merely a speculative ques-
tion here; for shut up it can never be again. The gates
have been forced off their hinges by commerce, by rival
nationalities, and contending interests combined. There
are many Western Powers too deeply committed, pro-
bably, to retire from the scene now: while any one
of these is far too strong to be forcibly excluded, by
any effort of the Japanese, when such exclusion would
involve either loss of prestige, or national dignity, inde-
pendent of any more material interests it might compro-
mise. Unless, therefore, all the Treaty Powers could agree
to retire together,—not a very probable contingency,—
such an issue may be regarded as impossible in respect to
any one of the number. The expediency or policy there:
fore of such a measure is hardly worth discussion. The
only time when such an inquiry could have possibly been
made with advantage to either party, would have been
before Mr. Harris, the late Minister of the United States,
entered into negotiations in 1858 for the second treaty with
America. Whether the Minister, or his Government, took
any thought on the subject, is another matter. But once
the treaty made, the die was cast, for good or for evil ; and
nothing was left thenceforward, but to grapple with the
difficulties which the throw entailed upon all the Treaty
Powers, who chose to follow the American lead. What
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material forms of civilisation can exist without religion as
an clement of elevation and progress.

It is true that a large and more or less influential section
of philosophers and writers on Social Science have adopted
as the exposition of their theory of civilisation and its sole
end, the greatest happiness of the greatest number ; yet if
happiness in the ordinary and merely worldly sense be
meant, the definition is essentiallybad and false. Happiness,
however generally prized, is not after all the greatest good,
much less the sole end of life, or its true aim in this short
and manifestly probationary stage; where the appointed
means for perfecting human nature under a Divine govern-
ment seems to be much more frequently pain and suffering,
and sacrifice of worldly goods and present pleasure or
happiness, than worldly enjoyment, however refined and
harmless. Even equality of condition appears to be no
more than happiness the means, nor the appointed end.
Yet these together generally constitute in popular estima-
tion the main ingredients of what is called happiness, or
any popular estimate of what is needful to constitute it;
worldly goods, present pleasure, and equality, as implying
the greatest liberty of enjoyment. If this be so, and it is
scarcely open to dispute, it may well admit of doubt,
whether this modern and somewhat utilitarian shibboleth
of philanthropy, can furnish the right solution of so intri-
cate a problem.

So also there may be, as De Tocqueville observed in his
work on democracy in America, a tendency in the civi-
lisation of the West to advance towards ¢ equality of
conditions ;> but whether that will be a general levelling of
the higher, or the raising of the lower to a better level,
remains to be seen. Yet upon the issue it depends,
whether this said civilisation shall combine a greater share
of happiness and enlightenment on the totality of mankind,
or on a small number only, raising, it may be, the few
nearer to perfection, but widening the distance between
them and the mass.

We hear much of the inequality of conditions in
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of man, these seem to have been infinitely varied under
Jewish, Pagan, Mahommedan and Christian influences;
which forms of civilisation, as we now can see, have been
the determining causes of national progress or decay.
These phases of civilisation, no doubt, have been modi-
fied in their turn, in a thousand different ways, by special
causes more or less peculiar to each separate country
or race, and wholly independent of religious influences
or creeds. Among which, as regards Japan, its utter
isolation must be steadily kept in view, as entering into
any problem connected with the growth of its institutions,
and the form or degree of civilisation developed.

Mr. Stirling observes, that ‘The popular notion of
equality is no less superficial than that of liberty. The
democrat prizes an outward, material equality, not the
essential inward equality that is rooted in man’s humanity,
and that exists in spite of all outward differences. Hence
he is not satisfied with essential equality: he must have an
outward monotony of condition. The people must all
ride in the same car, and sit at the same table, and vote at
the same polling place. It is considered a degradation for
one to serve another, and the very name of servitude is
abominated. In all this there is a want of true wisdom
and true dignity. It is right to assert the dignity and
worth of manhood; but it is a weakness and a folly to
rebel against those civil and domestic distinctions which
originate in the nature of things, and which therefore
carry no real dishonour with them. So with service.
There is nothing cssentially degrading in one man per-
forming certain ‘menial offices for another. The degrada-
tion arises only when the office is performed in a menial
spirit.  In itself, all labour, even the most menial, is hon-
ourable, when performed in the true spirit of duty. . The
Americans will cease to disparage domestic service, when
they learn to take a higher view of human equality ; when
they better understand true equality, they will tolerate the
necessary distinctions of society.’

And again, giving the principle a larger application, he
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It has elsewhere been observed that Christianity failed
eighteen centuries ago, in producing the democrat’s ideal
equality, as it has also failed in all that period in curing
the ills to which our flesh is heir,—ills many of them far
too deeply rooted in our common nature, we may cer-
tainly infer therefore, to find a remedy in forms of govern-
ment or social institutions. Yet Christianity was the best
and most democratic of all constitutions, with a Divine
sanction for its authority,—and if it failed in realising
the republican’s dream, there is the less room for surprise
if such democracy as man can invent should fail more
utterly and miscrably. But there is this broad distinction
between the two, that failure cannot be very correctly
attributed to Christianity, which never gave any promise
of making all men equal in each other’s eyes, or in
reality, so far as natural gifts and outward conditions are
concerned. It made no promise of ameliorating all
the evils of humanity, but rather prophesied its own
failure. But Christianity introduced new ideas, respon-
sibilities, ends, and sanctions; it supplied a new and
higher principle of action, utterly repudiating all baser
motives, and taking no account of worldly distinctions ;
but it never gave any promise of removing such distinc-
tions and inequalities, whether of rank, wealth, or political
power ; or of eradicating crime and folly, by the creation

, of a political Utopia. Whatever civilisation exists in

B
.
—

Europe, indeed, has taken its form, and all the best types of
itsdevelopement from Christianity; and to trace the growth
of modern civilisation irrespective of its influence, is of
course impossible. But it is different with reference to
civilisation in the East; no law of Christianity prevails
there, to raise it above the lower standards of the heathen
and Mahommedan world.

That all should fail in bringing the world forward in
the march of improvement, every religion, and every form
of government, or even in securing advance by any cer-
tain and clearly-marked stages, presents a problem for
Social Science, which is to all appearance as far as ever
from its solution. Civilisation, before and after the advent
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What are its fruits? Is moral evil or crime on the
decrease in our own land, despite the 50,000l a day
spent in religion and education,—and the Chancellor of
the Exchequer alone knows how much more on justice,
and means for punishing the criminals who live and
grow under a system, political, moral, and social, which
a thousand years has been spent in perfecting since
Alfred was king. Progress isa taking word, and civilisa-
tion, like the cardinal’s red mantle, covers a multitude of
sins and crimes. Itislike a tinkling cymbal which drowns
the noise of all other discordant things ; but there is enough
yet in the old world and its modern institutions to teach
humility and modesty, in our appreciation of the benefits
either our institutions or our civilisation are capable of
conferring upon another race or people, were they nearer
akin to us in social habits and religion than the Japanese.
There is vice and crime enough in Japan undoubtedly
to tempt our social philosophers to experiment ;— but
the garotting going on in the heart of our own capital is
scarcely better than the cutting and maiming by Samourai
in the streets of Yeddo.

Notwithstanding these disheartening reflections, which
arc too apt to intrude upon all who seek to lift the veil
and search into the true character and meaning of any
civilisation yet attained, — the task of examining closely
into the working of institutions, the social and national cha-
racteristics of the different families of man under varying
conditions, and the determining influences of good and
evil socially developed, —is one full of interest, if not of
obvious utility. Let us proceed with our inquiry into
the civilisation and social science of the Japanese, who,
although they may not really have lived, as their history
asserts, five hundred millions of years, are undoubtedly
descendants of an ancient race which was possessed of
many of the clements of civilisation largely developed,
as far back as the Christian era, and has ever since occu-
pied a more or less isolated position as a nation.

There 1s a little republic isolated by mountains on
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Charlemagne—with a proud and feudal aristocracy and an
absolute government, but a torpid administration and a
laborious people ; ¢ a land unequalled for the beauty of its
scenery and the simplicity of its race, yet poor withal ;” ¢ a
phenomenon of social poverty and conservative tradition, a
perpetual infancy of the arts in unchanging antithesis with
the everlasting luxuriance of nature.’ It would be really
difficult to give any more perfect or accurate description
of Japan than this cpitome of the characteristics of
Andorre and its conservative race; except that being a
larger country, with a population of millions instead of
thousands, they have developed more material wealth.
How the little republic has preserved its insular liberties
intact, wedged in between two of the greatest Powers in
Europe, amidst the general wreck of small kingdoms by
‘the growth of empires and the violence of power,’ is
scarcely a greater marvel than the long-maintained con-
servatism and isolation of Japan. But the hour seems
approaching when even this Japanese stronghold of me-
dizeval and feudal institutions must disappear before the
ever-advancing tide of European invasion and civili-
sation. It may well happen that the Andorrians will still
preserve their antique freedom and feudal tenure, when
the waves of revolution and change shall have swept
over the Japanese soil, obliterating the very landmarks
of their past history; for Andorre is still fast locked
in its mountain barriers, and has little to tempt the
cupidity of the great. It has nothing to tempt the rest-
less energy cither of missionaries or merchants, while
Japan, less fortunately situated in this respect, is on
the great highway of nations, the coveted of Russia,
-—so many believe—the most absorbing, if not the most
aggressive of all the Powers; and a perpetual temptation
alike to merchant and to missionary, who each in different
directions, finding the feudalism and spirit of isolation
barriers in their path, will not cease to batter them in
breach, or undermine them to their downfall. Such seems
to be the probable fate of Japan, and its consummation is
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by these criteria, Japan may vie with ancient Rome, for, like
the Romans, the Japanese are great inroads. Their high-
way, the Tocaido, the imperial road throughout the king-
dom, may challenge comparison with the finest in Europe.
Broad, level, carefully kept and well macadamised, with
magnificent avenues of timber to give shade from the
scorching heat of the sun, it is difficult to exaggerate their
merit. But if from roads we pass to means of artificial
communication in the larger sense, including post-offices,
mails, telegraphs, and means of rapid transit, they are im-
measurably behind the least advanced of European nations.
Railroads and electric telegraphs, though known to the
Rulers by report and working models brought both by the
American and Prussian Missions, are wholly unthought of
in the country. There areno public carriages, or carriages
of any kind indeed, if we except the Mikado’s carriage
drawn by buffaloes, or something quite as cumbrous borne
on men’s shoulders, for ordinary means of travel.

Indeed the usual rate of all travelling in Japan is from
five to ten Re a day (fourteen to twenty-eight miles), and
while the first is the more usual distance performed on foot,
horseback, or in norimon, the last is rarely attempted
except under conditions of urgency. You cannot travel
farther or faster than men on foot and beasts of burden can
follow with your baggage. In my own journeys, though
well-mounted myself, I found five-and-twenty miles the
extreme limit, and that could not be done several days in
succession. As to postal communication, it is all conducted
by runners. Government couriers run between the ports at
stated periods, doing the distance between Yeddo and the
extreme north or south, Hakodadi or Nagasaki, in about
twenty-five days, the distance being 290 Re to Hakodadi
(say 650 miles), and 350 Re to Nagasaki (say 875 miles).
By express, paid at the rate of eighty itziboos or six pounds
sterling, letters can be conveyed in nine or ten days.
Thus, with some of the best roads in the world, they
are three centuries behind the rest of the civilised world
in all that concerns speed and means of communication.
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nevertheless, once in about every seven years, according
to Japanese report, the inhabitants of Yeddo must lay
their account for seeing their wooden city reduced to
a heap of ruins by an earthquake, too violent, even, for
such constructions to resist, and completed by fire, which
inevitably follows. We need not look for architecture,
then, here ; and nothing, accordingly, can be more mean
or miserable looking than the streets of Yeddo, one of
the largest cities in the world. The Daimios’ Yaskis are
merely a low line of barracks of the same construction,
rather higher in the roofs, and occasionally they venture
upon a modest attempt at a three-storied pagoda. The
temples are more ambitious, and, moreover, afford safer
ground for architectural experiments or pretensions, as
people do not usually live under their roofs. These
furnish the only specimens of Japanese architecture. The
woodcut on the opposite page is from a photograph of
the belfry at the temple where we were lodged at Osaca,
and is a very fair specimen of all their temple and
gateway architecture.

It will be scen that no fair criterion of their civilisa-
tion or advance in the arts can be drawn from such
a source, the special conditions of the soil exercising
an absolute controlling power over all architectural de-
velopement. In all the mechanical arts, the Japanese
have unquestionably achieved great excellence. In their
porcelain, their bronzes, their silk fabrics, their lacquer,
and their metallurgy generally, including works of ex-
quisite art in design and execution, I have no hesitation
in saying they not only rival the best products of Europe,
but can produce in each of these departments works we
cannot imitate, or perhaps equal. It is quite true that
Europe may also make a similar boast with justice. There
is much, especially in the province of art properly so
called, to which the Japanese cannot make the slightest
pretensions.  They cannot produce, by any effort, works
to be compared with the noble specimens of Repoussé
carving, from the chisel of a Vechte, a Morel Ladeuil, or
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yet entered into their conception. But, in figures and
animals, I have some studies in Indian ink, so graphic, so
free in outline and true to nature, that our best artists
might envy the unerring touch and facile pencil so
plainly indicated. In the rendering of animals, whatever
the material employed, they seem to have studied not
only the mere forms, but the habits and character of
each with such accuracy and closeness of observation, that
they gain a perfect mastery over their subject, and by a
few lines, and a dash of the brush, produce a faultless
imitation of nature. This is especially true of the stork,
the emblem of longevity, and nearly as much admired
and revered by the Japanese, as ever was its kindred ibis
in Egypt. Hence, on porcelain, lacquer, in enamels, on
ivory, in basso-relievos, in steel and iron, in bronzes, it is
everywhere to be met, and with a marvellous perfection
of workmanship and artistic power. On the preceding
page is a rough specimen cut out of a common picture-
book, of which it formed the fly-leaf. Whoever has
seen a flight of these birds, must be struck with the
fidelity of the sketch.

Here, again, isa wild goose in flight, than which nothing
can be better.

I need say nothing of the lacquer ware. The Japan-
ese are in all probability. the originators of the manu-
facture, and have never been approached in Asia or in
Europe. Neither Soochow, Canton, nor Birmingham
appear to possess either the material, or the skill neces-
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printing, only lately patented, also is evidently known to
them — graduated shading.*

They meet the popular taste for pictures and bright
colours at the cheapest possible rate. There are countless
works on drawing, filled with illustrations of the styles of
their different masters, from which it would be easy to
select any number of groups and figures worthy of Teniers,
Van Ostades, Jan Steens, or any of that school of Dutch
Painters—and much in the same style of broad farce—
of humour and fidelity in the representation of the life of the
people, too faithful in many instances, like their Dutch
compeers, to be always very delicate or refined. But on this
subject I may as well say, en passant, and not to revert
to it, that, although there is no doubt a wide-spread taste
for gross and obscene productions (of which evidences will
occasionally thrust themselves upon those who seek them
least, proving how widely the demand exists for such
things,—since the supply is so large and various in type),
yet, upon the whole, they are not usually obtruded upona
casual observer, either in real life, or their books and
toys — although they do exist in these last, to an extent
that speaks ill both for their taste and system of juvenile
education. In the ordinary run of illustrated works and
pictures, however, of which I made a large collection, the
scissors of the censor are but rarely required, unless in
very prudish hands.  Of course, where the customs of the
country present quasi-nude figures everywhere to the eye,
in the streets and houses, without any consciousness of in-
delicacy attaching to such absence of costume, a painter of

* The following opinion of artistic characteristics, as exemplified in the
specimens sent to the Great Exhibition, will be interesting as coming from
an artist. Mr. Leighton writes to me on this subject: —

‘The quaintly-picturesque seems to govern all in Japan — harnony of
colour with extraordinary finish, avoiding symmetry and delighting in sharp
angles — just the reverse of all other nations. They have many things in
common with the Chinese, but a far finer touch. A great deal of this comes,
I think, of their buildings being of wood, having a wooden architecture
rather than an enduring one in stone ; — had they been masons, then would
they have worked on a grander scale. They seem fond of sensations — the
;weet, the soft and pretty, is heightened by the grotesque, yet all is in

armony.’
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iron and steel, silver, gold, and bronze to the Exhibition,
many of which I should have no hesitation in placing side
by side for comparison with the best works of the kind
bequeathed to us by medieval art, not excluding
Benvenuto Cellini’s chef-d’eeuvres. This no doubt will
read to many as the exaggerated praise of a biassed
judgement, or the admiration of an indifferent connoisseur
of art. The public will have been able to form its own
judgement, so no harm will be done. Their power of
blending and producing artistic effects out of mixed
metals is, so far as I am aware, an art scarcely known in
Europe. They were carefully examined by Mr. Hunt of the
well-known firm of Hunt and Roskill, as one of the jurors
at the Great International Exhibition, and in his- report
he makes the following statement, which, coming from so
competent a judge, will be read with interest : —

¢ This collection is very remarkable. The smaller fancy
objects, such as brooches and clasps, are admirably
executed. In all the figures, the national character is re-
presented with perfect truth and expression. These objects
are principally in iron relieved by partial overlaying of
gold and bronze. Great aptitude is evinced in these
works.’

I may add that many of the specimens are elaborate
and highly finished : and the legends attached to some,
and the indications of character which may be traced in
all, make them highly instructive as well as interesting.
I can only venture upon a description of four or five
which happen to be under my eye as specimens while
I am writing. The first and largest represents Mongaku
shonin, a priest of Buddha, supposed to be sitting under a
waterfall, and praying that he may have much knowledge
given him ; while praying, two gods appear to answer his
prayers. The face of the priest with gold teeth and rings
to his mouth, is an claborate work in iron; while the
gods in the vision are also in gold, and wonderfully
minute in their workmanship. The next is one of
Hotar oshir, and represents a Chinesc Buddhist priest
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And now he is engaged in buying a new robe :* possibly
his last may have suffered some damage the mght before.
If so, he is evidently prepared to console himself with & new
one, and the merchant is eloquent on its merits. But
there is an end to all things, and even this chapter must
be brought to a close, although the portfolio is full, and
the materials are inexhaustible. A very few more sam-
ples, and we will close up the books illustrating ¢y*
manners and customs of y° Japanese.’

The Japanese are celebrated archers, and, like the
Tartars, regard the bow with predilection. Like our
own Saxon and Norman ancestors, the sword, the spear,
and the bow are their national weapons, and they are

MAKER OF BOWS

no mean adepts in the use of all thrce. Here is a
maker of bows and arrows; and how well, in a few lines,
his craft is told, while he himself is represented in the
act of stringing one to try its strength. Here are some
ladies at their toﬂet—-qulte as often performed with open
windows, as in the privacy of an inner chamber—and it
has its merit as regards fidelity and truth of detail also.
The toilet-stand, with the polished metal mirror (that

* See preceding page.




































302 THHREE YEARS IN JAPAN. * Cuar. X1V,

CHAPTER XIV.

TEMPLES, RELIGION, AND AMUSEMENTS OF JAPANESE — STRANGE
COMBINATION OF THE TWO— DESCRIPTION OF AS8AXA UNDER BOTH
ASPECTS — JUGGLERS —STORY-TELLERS — TOP SPINNERS—VARIOUS
GAMES—GAME OF THROWING THE BALL ON IIORSEBACK—PIC-NICS
IN THE COUNTRY MUCH IN VOGUE AT SPRING FESTIVALS —
THEATRES — WRESTLERS — MATSURIS AND FEASTS — JAPANESE
CEMETERIES.

IN a former chapter I have referred gencrally to the

religion of the Japanese, so far as scanty informa-
tion would permit, on a subject which, above all others,
requires a thorough knowledge of the people and their
language, to qualify anyone to speak with authority. Con-
sidering the religious doctrines and faith of a people,
as an important clement of their civilisation, it was neces-
sary to form some estimate of its character and influence,
however imperfect the data.  But beyond the fact that
the Japanesc with the written and ideographic language
of the Chinese, borrowed a philosophy and a religion,
and in both instances added it to their own, adopting
them more or less completely in their integrity, we really
donot know much.  All that the Portuguesc and Spanish
missionarics of the sixteenth century seem to have left
—and they were the only people in a position to know
and understand in what the different forms of religion
in vogue consisted — amounts to very little.  Kcempfer,
ever painstaking and indefatigable in his inquiries on all
subjects, has given a general view of the different sects,
and what they professed to believe in his day; and as
Japanese must doubtless have been his informants, we
may probably adopt his as a fair account, giving at least
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say — sometimes it is wrapped in white paper in ‘order
to remind the pilgrim to be pure and humble, these two
virtues being the most pleasing to the gods.” The effects
and virtues of the absolution last only for a year, other-
wise it is obvious the priests’ treasury would not be suffi-
ciently frequently replenished, something being always
given for this valuable document. And even for the benefit
of those who cannot make the pilgrimage, large numbers
of ofarrai are sent throughout the country, for disposal
like "the indulgences that excited Luther’s indignation.
An indulgence or absolution, and an almanac, are generally
supplied together at the new year, and in Keempfer’s time
might be had for an itziboo, or eighteen pence. It must
be confessed necither could be considered very dear.
Making vows in times of trouble or distress, building
temples as tokens of gratitude, and. gifts to the poor, are
not uncommon in Japan. There are several religious orders,
hermits, and holy men, who dedicate themselves to a life of
prayer and solitude for the mortification of the flesh ; nor
are there wanting counter-types of the mendicant friars of
Ewrope. Many of these seem to deal in charms and incan-
tations for the cure of distempers, discovery of criminals,
&c. and curiously enough their principal charm is called in
the Japanese ¢ Sin.” There are two sects of the blind also,
founded by two great celebrities in Japanese history,
one, the third son of a Mikado, who wept himself blind
for the death of his mistress ; and the other by a defeated
general in the civil wars, who tore his eyes out that he
might not be provoked to take the life of a generous victor
in Youtomo, the founder of a dynasty. Into these two
sects, half-religious, half-secular, persons of all ranks enter.
‘They are generally, but not exclusively, musicians, and
carn their subsistence by playing on musical instruments.
Engrafted on the Sinto or original religion of the
Japancse, (which had the one great merit, at least, of not
being idolatrous,) are the two derived from China—Con-
Sfucianism, Chinese in origin, and Buddhism, which found
its way across Asia from India. We have far less means
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effectual 