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PREFACE.

[BY THE EDITOR.]

THE histery of Mrs. RowtANnsoN's
captivity and release may be considered as highly vul-

uable, in many points of view. It is, in itself, an in-

terestinjj history, and is well calculated to engage the

attention of children and youth. And to give them a
just view of the ferocity and general habits of the ab-

originals, as well as of the many sufferings endured by
our ancestors, when settling the ground which we
now accupy. And it cannot but lead all serious per-

sons, who peruse it, to reflect on the wonderful good-
ness of God, to us, who come after them.
One of the present generation, who was bern in

the county of Worcester, can scarcely believe that all

its inhabitants were so lately in fear of their lives,

from the native savages. But Mrs. Rowlan'bscn's
history -will teach them that this was indeed the
fact.

It is particularly recommended to every family in

those towns through which Mrs. Rowlandson pass-

ed ; and it is hoped that it may lead them to give

praise to him, who has now given us such quietness

in our dwellings, and freed us from the calamities

which our futhers. endured, for the good of their posp
terity.



4 PREFACE,
Mr. Williams' account is of equal importance^

and calls for the same grateful feelings to God. The
effects of his captivity mIU appear more worthy of ob-.

•servation, if we consider that some of his posterity

%vho mingled with the Indians in Canada, are now
preaching the gospel to the savages, to whom theyjare

allied by blood. Though the ways of Providence
then appeared dark, yet, to us they unfold the divine

.wisdom and goodness. May every reader be enabled

to sing, " Just and true are thy ways, O thou king
of.sai;ils."
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY,

JOSEPH DUDLET, Esqo

Captain General and Governor in chief, in and over her
Majesties province of the Massachusetts Bay in New En-
gland, &c.

SIR)

IT was a satyrical answer, and deeply
TOproachful to mankind, which the philosopher gave
to that question,' whai soonest grows old ? replyed»
thanks. The reproach of it would not be so sensible

were there not sensible demonstrations of the truth

of it, in those that wear the character of the ingenu-
ous. Such as are surprized at, and seem to have no'
common relish of divine goodness ; and too soon lose

the impression : They sang his praise, but soonforgaC
his ivorkt. That it would be thus with respect to

our Benefactors on earth, is contrary to the Mgenuity
of human nature : But that our greatful resentments
of the signal favors of Heaven, should soon be worrj'

off by time, is to the last degree crinunal and unpar*-
doftable.
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It would be unaccountable stupidity in lYie, not to.
xnaintain the most lively and awful sense of di-

-

vine rebukes, which the Holy God has seen meet in

spotl-ess sovereignty to dispense to me, my family and
people, in delivering us into the hands of those that

hated us ; who led us into a strange land ; my Soul

Ims these still in remembrance, and is humbled in 7ne :
However God has given us plentiful occasion to sing

of Mercy as well as Judgment. The wonders ofdi-.

vine mercy, which we have seen in the land of our
captivity, and deliverance therefrom, cannot be for-,

gotten without, incurring the guilt cf.the blackest in-

gratitude.

To preserve the memory of these, it has been
thought advisable to publish a short account of some
of those signal appearaaces ofdivine power and good-

Bess for us ; hoping it may serve to excite the praise,

faith and hope of all that love God ; and may peculiarly

serve to cherish a grateful spirit, and to render the

impressions of God's mighty works indelible on my
heart, and on those that were with me, have seen the

wonders of the I^ord and tasted of his salvation : That
we may not be under that heavy charge made against

Isreal of old, Psaira. 78. 1 1, 42. Theyforgot his ivorks

end the "wonders he shewed them : They remembered,

not his hand, nor the day that he diUvered them from,

the enemy.

And I cannot sir, but think it most agreeable to.m.y.

duty to God, our Supreme redeemer, to mention your

Excellency's name with honor ; since Heaven has.

. honored you as the prime instrument in returning our

eaptivity. Sure I am, the laws of justice and gratitude,

(which are the -laws of God) do challenge from us, the

most public acknowledgments of your uncommon,
sympathy with us, your children, in our bonds, ex-

pressed in all endearing methods of parental care and;

tenderness. All your people are cherished under,

your wings, happy in your government ; and ai3,

©bliged to bless God for you : And among your peoplcj



DEDICATION. T

those that are immediately exposed to the outrages

of the enemy, have peculiarly felt refreshments from
the benign influences of your wise and tender conduct j

and are under the most sensible engagements to ac-

knowledge your Excellency, under God, as the breath

of their nostrils.

Your uncommon sagacity and prudence, in contriv-

ing to loose the bonds of your captivated children ;

your unwearied vigor, and application, in pursuing

them, to work our deliverance, can never be enoughr
praised. It is most notorious that nothing was
thought too diflticult by you to effect this design ; in

that you readily sent your own son, Mr. William
Dudley, to undergo the hazards and hardships of a

tedious voyage, that this affair might be transacted

with succ&ss ; which must not be forgotten, as an ex-

pression of your great solicitude and zeal to recover

ms from the tyranny and oppression of our captivity.

I doubt not but that the God, whom herein you have
served, v/ill remember, and gloriously reward you ;

and may Heaven long preserve you at your healm, a

blessing so necessary for the tranquility of this prov-
ince, in this dark and tempestuous season ; may the
best of blessings from the Father of. lights, beshower-
ed down upon your person, family and Government \

.

which shall be the prayer of,

Your Excellency's

Mo^t humbk) obedient, "

and dutiful servant^

JOHN WILLIAMS^^.





CAPTIVITY AND DELIVERANCE

OF

JOHN WILLIAMS.

THE history I am going to

write, proves, that days oifasting and prayer

without reformation, will not avails to turn

away the anger of God from a professing

people ; and yet, witnesseth, how very ad-

vantageous, gracious supplications arc, to

prepare particular christians, patiently to suf-

fer the will of God, in very trying public

calamities. For some of us moved with
fear, set apart a day oi prayer^ to ask of God,
either to spare, and save us from the hands
of our enemies, or to prepare us to sanctify

and honor him, in what way soever he
should come forth towards us. The places

©f scripture from whence we were entertain-

ed, were Gen. 32. 10, II. / am not worthy of
the least of all the mercies^ and of all the truth

luhich thou hast shewed unto thy servants :—
Deliver me, I pray thee^from the hand of fuy

Brother,fro?n the hand of Esau : For Ifear him^
lest he will conw and smite me, and the Mother
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with the children* (In the forenoom.) And
Gen. 32. 26, And he said^ let me go, for the

daf breaketh : And he said, I will not let thee

go, except thou bless me. (In the afternoon.)

From which we were called upon to spread

the causes of fear, relating to our own selves,

or families before God ; as also, how it be-

comes us with an undeniable importunity to

be following God, with earnest prayers for

his blessing, in every condition. And it is

very observable, how God ordered our
prayers in a peculiar manner, to be going

up to him ; to prepare us with a right chris'

iian spirit, to undergo and endure suffering

trials.

Not long after, the Holy and righteous

God, brought us under great trials, as to our

persons and families, which put us under a,

necessity of spreading before him in a wilder-

ness, the distressing dangers and calamities

of our relations ; Yea, that called on us not-

withstanding, seeming present frowns, to re-

solve by his grace not to be, sent away with-

out a blessing. Jocob in wrestling has the

hollow of his thigh put out of joint j and il;

is said to him, let me go, yet he is rather

animated to an heroical christian resolution

to continue earnest for the blessings, than

discouraged from asking.

On the twenty ninth of February, 1703, 4,

not long before break ot day, the enemy

came in like a flood upon us j our watch
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"being unfaithful : An evil, whose awful ef-

fects, in a surprizal of our fort, should be-

speak all watchmen to avoid, as they would
not bring the charge of blood upon them-

selves. They came to my house in the be-

ginning of the onset, and by their violent

endeavors to break open doors and windows,

with Axes^ and Hatchets^ awakened me out

of sleep ; on which I leaped out of bed, and
running toward the door, percei\ed the ene-

my making their entrance into the house

:

I called to awaken two soldiers, in the cham-
ber ; and running toward my bedside, for

my arms ; the enemy immediately broke in-

to the room, Ijudge to the number of twenty,
with paintedfaces, and hideous acclamations.

I reached up my hands to the bedtester, for

my pistol, uttering a short petition to God,
for everlasting mercies for me and mine, on the

account ofthe tnerits of our Glorified redeemer ;
expecting a present passage through the val-

ley of the shadow of death : Saying in my-
self, as Isaiah, 38* 10, 11. / said in the cutting

off my days, I shall go to the gates ofthe grave :

I am deprived of the residue of my years* I
said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in

the land of the living : I shall behold man no
more with the inhabitants of the world, Tak-
ing down my pistol, I cocked it, and put it

to the breast of the first Indian who came
up ; but my pistol missing fire, I was seized
hy three Indians, who disarmed me, and
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bound me, naked as I was In my shirt, and
so I stood for near the space of an hour

:

Binding me, they told me they would carry

me to Qiieheck* My pistol missing fire, was
an occasion of my life's being preserved :

Since v/hich I have also found it profitable to

be crossed in my own will. The judgment
of God did not long slumber against one of

the three which took me, who was a Captain,

for by sunrising he received a mortal shot,

from my next neighbors house ; who op-

posed so great a number of French and Indians

as three hundred, and yet were no more than

seven men in an ungarrisoned house.

I cannot relate the distressing care I had
for my Wife, who had lien in but a few
weeks before, and for my poor children, fam-

ily, and christian neighbors. The enemy
fell to rifling the house, and entered in great

numbers into every room of the house. I

begged of God to remember mercy in the

midst of judgment that he would so far re-

strain their wrath and prevent their murder-

ing of us : That we might have grace is glo'

rify his na?ne, whether in life or death ; and as

I was able, committed our souls to God.

The enemies who entered the house were all

of them Indians and Macqiia*s, inflexible

over me a while, holding up hatchets over

my head, threatening to burn all I had j but

yet God beyond expectation, made us in a

great measure to be pitied ; For though sonv:
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^ere so cruel and barba?*Dus as to take and

carry to the door, two of my children and
murder them, as also a Negro woman ^ yet

they gave me liberty to put on my clothes,

keeping me bound with a cord on one arm, till

I put on my clothes to the other ; and then

changingmycord,they let medress myself, and
then pinioned me again. Gave liberty to my
wife to dress herself,and our children. About
sun an hour hisrh. we were all carried out of

the house, for a march aiiid saw many of
the houses of my neighbors in flames, per-

ceiving the whole fort, one house excepted,

to be taken. Who can tell, what sorrows
pierced our souls, wiien we saw ourselves

carried away from God's sanctuary, to go
into a strange land exposed to so many trials ?

the journey being at least three hundred
miles we were to travel ; the snow up to
the knees, and we liever i'nur*d to such
hardships and fatigues, the place we were to
be carried to, a popish county. Upon my
parting from the town, they fired my house
and barn. We w'ere carried over the river,

to a spot on the Mountain, about a mile
from my house, where we found a great
nnmber of our christian neighbors, men,
women, and children, to the number of an
hundred, nineteen of which were afterward
murdered by the way, and two starved to
death, near Coivass^ in a time of great scar-
city or famine, the savages underwent there*

ii
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When we came to the foot of our mountain,
they took away our shoes, and gave us in the
room of them, Indian shoes, to prepare us
for our Travel. Whilst we were there the
English beat out a company that remained
in the town, and pursued them to the river,

killing and wounding many of them ; but
the body of the army being alarmed, they
repulsed those few English that pursued
them.

I am not able to give you an account of
the number of the enemy slain, but I observ-

ed after this fight, no great insulting mirth,

as I expected ; and saw many wounded per-

sons, and for several days together, they bur-

ied of their party, and one of chief note a-

mong the Macquas. The Governor of Can-

ada told me, his army had that success with

the loss, but of eleven men, three Frenchmen,

one of which was the Lieutenant of the ar-

my, five Macquas, and three Indians : But
after my arrival at Ouebeck^ I spake with an

English man, who was taken the last war,

and married there, and of their religion ;

who told me, they lost above forty and that

many were wounded : I replied, the Gover-

nor oi Canada said they lost but eleven en ;

he answered, it is true, that there was but

eleven killed outright at the taking of the

fort, but that many others wer^ wounded, a-

mong whom was the Ensign of the French ;

but said he they had a fight in the meadow,
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and that in both engagements, they lost

more than forty. Some of the soldiers,

both French and Indians then present told me
so, (said he) adding, that the French always

endeavor to conceal the number of their

slain.

After this, we went up the mountain and,

saw the smoke of the fires in the town, and
beheld the awful desolations of our town.
And before we marched any farther, they

killed a sucking child of the English. There
were slain by the enemy of the inhabitants

of our town, to the number of thirty eight,

besides nine of the neighboring towns. We
traveled not far the first day ; God made the

heathen so to pity our children, that though
they had several v/ounded persons of their

own to carry upon their shoulders, for thir-

ty miles, befoie they came to the river, yet

they carried our children, uncapable of trav-

elling, in their arms, and upon their shoul-

ders. When we came to our lodging place,

the first night, they dug away the snow,
and made some*wigv/ams, cut down some of
the small branches of the spruce trees to

lye down on, and gave the prisoners some
what to eat 5 but we had but little appetite.

1 was pinioned, and bound down that night,

and so I was every night whilst I was with
the army. Some of the enemy who brought
drink with them from the town, fell to

drinking, and in their drunken fit, they
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killed my negro man, the only dead person I
either saw at the town or tn the way. In
the night an English man made his escape ;

in the morning I was called for, and ordered
by the General to tell the Englisby that if any
more made their escape, they would burn
the rest of the prisoners. He that took me,
was unwilling to let me speak with any of
the prisoners, as we marched ; but on the

morning of the second day, he being ap-

pointed to guard the rear, 1 was put into

the hands of my other master, who permit-

ted me to speak to my wife, when I over-

took her, and to walk with her, to help her
in her journey. On the way, we discoursed

of the happiness of those who had a right to

an housenotmade with hands, eternalinihe Heav-
ens ; and Godfor a Father, and friend j as al-

so, that it Wis our reasonable duty, quietly

to submit to the will of God, and to say, the^

ivill of the Lord he done. My wife told me
her strength of body began to fail, and that

J must expect to part with her ; saying she

Iioped God would preserve Tiy life, and the

life of some, if not of all our children, with

us J and commended to me, under God, the

<. are of them, and never spake any discon-

tented word as to what had befallen us, but

with suitable expressions justified God ia

what had befallen us. We soon made an

lialt in which time my chief surviving mas-

ter came up, upon which I was put upon
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marching with the foremost, and so made to

take my last farewell of my wife, the desire of

my eyes, and companion in many mercies and

afflictions. Upon our separation from each

other, we asked for each other, Grace suiH-

cient, for what God should call us to : After

our being parted from one another, she

spent the few remaining minutes of her stay,

in reading the holy scriptures ; which she

was wont personally every day to delight

her soul in reading, praying, meditating of,

and over, by herself, in her closet, over and
above what she heard out of them in our

family worship. I v/as made to wade over a

small river, and so were all the English, the

water above knee deep, the stream very swift

;

and after that to travel up a small mountain,

my strength was almost spent, before I came
to the top of it : No sooner had 1 overcome
the difficulty of that ascent, but I v/as per-

mitted to sit down, and be unburthened of

my pack ; 1 sat pitying those who were be»

hind, and intreated my master to let me go
down, and help my v'ife, but he refused,

and would not let me stir from him, I asked
each of the prisoners (as they pased by me)
after her, and heard that, passing through
the above mentioned river, she fell fiown^ and
was plunged over head and cars in the wa-
ter ; after which she travelled not far, for

at the foot of that mountain, the cruel

and blood thirsty savage v/ho took hefr,

B 2-
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slew her with his hatchet, at one stroke j

the tidings of which were very awful : And
yet such was the heerd heartedness of the

adversary, that my tears were reckoned to

me as a reproach. My loss, and the loss of my
children was great, our hearts were so filled

with sorrow, that nothing but the comforta^

ble hopes of her being taken away in mercy,
*o herself, from the evils we were to see, feel

and suffer under, (and joined to the assembly

©f the spirits, ofjust men made pe'fett^ to rest

in peace, andyipy unspeakable andfull ofglory ;.

and the good pleasure of God thus to exer-

cise us) could have kept us from sinking un-

der, at that time. That scripture, Job 1. 2K
Naked c.a?}ie I out of my mothers luofub, and

naked shall I return thither : The Lord ga-vey.

and the Lord hath taJien away, blessed be the.

name ofthe Lord : Was brought to my mind,
and from it,. that an afflicting God was to be
glorified ; with some other places of scrip-

ture, to persuade to a patient bearing my
afflictions*

We were again called upon to march with,

a far heavier burden on my spirits,, than on.

my back. 1 begged of God, to over rule ia

his providence, that the corpse of one so dear

to me and of one whose spirit he had taken,

to dwell with him in glory, might meet with.

a christian burial, and not be kft for meat

to the fowls of the air, and blasts of the

sarth ; A mercy that God graciously vouck^
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safed to grant. For God put it into the

hearts of my neighbors, to come out as far

as she lay, to take up her corpse, recarry it

to the town, and decently to bury it soon af-

ter. In our march they killed another

sucking infant of one of my neighbors
;

and before night, a girl of about eleven years

of age. I was made to mourn, at the consid-

eration cf my flocks being so far a flock of

slaughter, many being slain in the town, and
so many murdered in so few miles from the

town ; and from fears what we m^ust yet

expect, from such who delightfully imbrued
their hands in the blood of so many of his

people. Wiien we came to our lodging place,

an Indian captain from the eastward, spake

to my master about killing of me, and taking

off my scalp. I lift up my heart to God, to

implore his grace, and mercy in such a time
of need ; and afterwards I told my master, if

he intended to kill me, I desired he would let

me know of it, assuring him that my death
after a promise of quarter, would bring the
guilt of blood upon him. He told me he
would not kill me. We laid down and slept,

for God sustained and kept us. In the
morning we were all called before the chief

Sachems of the Macqud*s and Indians^ that a
more equal distribution might be made of
the prisoners, among them : At m.y going
from the wigwam, my best clothing was tak-

en from me. As 1 came nigh the place ap-.
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pointed, some of the captives met me, and
told me, they thought the enemies were go-
ing to burn so me of as, for they had pealed

off the bark from several trees, and acted very
strangely. To whom I replied, they could act

nothing against us, but as they were permit-

ted of God, and 1 was persuaded, he would
prevent such severities. When we came to

the wigwam appointed, several of the cap-

tives w?re taken from their former masters,

and put into the hands of others ; but I was
sent again to my two masters, who brought
me from my house.

In our fourth days march, the enemy killed

another of my neighbors, who being nigh

the time of travail, was weaned with her

journey. When we came to the great river,

the enemy took sleighs to draw their wound-
ed, several of our children, and their packs,

and marched a great pace. I travelled many
hours in water up to the ankles : Near night

I was very lame, having before my travel

wronged my ankle bone and sinews : I

thought, and so did others that I should not

be able to hold out to travel. I lift my heart

to God, (my only resource) to remove my
lam.eness, and carry me through with my
children and neighbors, if he judged it best;

hov/ever I desired God would be with me in

my great change, if he called me by such a

death to glorify him ; and that he would
take €ai'e of my children, and neighborsj
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and bless them ; and within a little space of

time, 1 was well of my lameness, to the joy

of my children, and neighbors, who saw a

great alteration in my travelling.

On the Saturday. (March 4,) the journey

was long and tedious : We travelled with

such speed, that four women were tired, and

then shin by them who led them captive.

On Sunday, (March 5,) we rested, and I

was permitted to pray and preach to the cap-

tives. The place of scripture spoken from,

was Lam. 1.18. The Lord is righteous, for I

have rebelled against his commandment : Hear^

I pray you, allpeople behold my sorrow ; my vir"

gins and my young men are gone into captivity.

The enemy who said to us, ^ing us one of
Zions songs, were ready some of them to up-

braid us, because our singing was not so loud

as thelr's. When the Macquas and Indians

were chief in power, we had this revival in

our bondage, to join together in the wor-
ship of God, and incourage one another to

patient bearing the indignation of the Lord,
till he should plead our cause. When we ar-

rived to New France, we were forbidden pray-

ing one with another, or joining together in

the service of God.
The next day, (Monday, March G,) soon af-

ter Vv'e marched, we had an alarm ; on which
many of the English were bound j I was
then near the front, and my masters not

V'ith me so I was not bound. This alarm
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was occasioned by some Indians shooting at

geese that flew over them, which put them
into a considerable consternation and fright

;

but after they came to understand that they
were not pursued by the English, they boast,

ed, that the English would not come out a-

gainst them, as they had boasted before we
began our journey in the morning. J hey
killed this day two women who were so faint

they could not travel.

The next day (Tuesday, March 7,) in the

morning before we travelled, one Mary
Brooks^ a pious young woman, came to the

wigwam where I was, and told me, she de-

sired to bless God,who had inclined the heart

of her master, to let her come and take her

farewel of me. Said she, by my falls on the

ice yestarday, I wronged myself, causing an

abortion this night, so that I am not able to

travel far ; I know they v/ill kill me to day
j

but (says she) God has (praised be his name)
by his spirit with his word, strengthened me
to my last encounter with death ; and men-
tioned to me some places of scripture so sea-

sonably sent in for her support. And (says

she) I am not afraid of death ; I can through

the grace of God cheerfully submit to the will

of God. Pray for me (said she) at parting,

that God would take me to himself. Ac-

cordingly she was killed that day. I men-
tion it to the end, I may stir up all in

their young days, to improve the death of
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Christ by faith, to a giving them an holy

boldness in the day of death.

The next day (Wednesday, March 8,) we
were made to scatter one from another into

smaller companies, and one of my children

carried away with Indians belonging to the

Eastern parts. At night my master came to

me, with my pistol in his hand, and put it to

my breast, and said, now I will kill you, for

(he said) you would have killed me with it

it you could. But by the grace of God 1 was

not much daunted, and whatever his inten-

tion might be, God prevented my death.

The next day, (Thursday, March i>,) I was
again permitted to pray with that company
ID? captives with me, and we allowed to sing

a psalm together. After which, I was taken

from all the company of the English, except-

ing two children of my neighbors, one of

which, a girl of four years of age, was killed

by her Macqua master the next morning,
(Friday, March lO,) the snow being so deep

when we left the river, that he could not
carry the child and his pack too.

When the sabbath came (March 12,) one
Indian staid with me, and a little boy nine

years old, whilst the rest went a hunting.

And when I was here, l thought with myself

that God had now separated ine lioin the

congregation of his people, who was now in

his sanctuary,when he cumniandeththe bless-

ing even lite for ever : And made to bewail
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my unfruitfulness under, and untharkfulness
for such a mercy. When nriy spirit was al-

most overwheUned within me, at the consid-
eration of what had past over me, and \that

was to be expected ; 1 was ready almost to
sink in my spirit ; but God spake those words
with a greater efficacy than man could speak
them, for my strengthning and support.

P^al. 118. 17 / shall not die, but live: And
declare the li'orks of the Lord. Psal. 42. 3 1.

Why art thou cast down r.iy sold ? and 'iuhy

art thou disquieted within me ? hope thou in

God : For I shall yet praise him, who is the

health ofmy countenance., and my God. Nehem.
1. 8. 9. Remember, I beseech thee, the word
that thou com.mandest thy servant Moses,

saying if ye transgress, I will icaiter you a-

broad among the nations \ But if ye turn unto

me, and keep my commandments, a?id do theniy

though there were of you cust out unto the ut-

termost part of the heaven, yet will 1 gather them

from thence, and will bring them unto the

place that I have chosen to set my name there.

These three places ot scripture, one after an-

other, by the gr?.ee of God strengthened my
hopes that God would so far restrain the

wrath of the adversary, that the greatest

number of us left alive, should be carried

throu2;h so tedious a journey ; that though

my children had no father to take care of

them, that v/ord quieted me to-^ patient

waiting to see the end the Lord would make. .
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Jer. 49. 1 1 . Leave thy fatherless children. I

'will preserve them alive ^' and let thy widows
trust in me. Accordingly God carried them
wonderfully through great difficulties and
dangers. My youngest daughter aged seven

years, was carried all the journey, and look-

ed after with a great deal of tenderness.

My youngest son aged four years, was won-
derfully preserved from death ; for though
they that carried him or drawed him on
sleighs, were tired with their journeys, yet

the savage cruel tempers, were so overrul-

ed by God, that they did not kill him, but
in their pity he was spared, and others would
take care of him ; so that four times on
their journey he was spared, and others

would take care of him, till at last he arrived

at Mont Royal, where a French Gentlewom-
an pitying the child, redeemed it out of the

hands of the heathen. My son Samuely^nd
my eldest daughter, were pitied so as to be
drawn on sieighs,when unable to travel. And
though they suffered very much through scar-

city of food, and tedious journies, they v/ere

carried through to Mont Rcyal. And niy
son Stephen about eleven years of age, won-
derfully preserved from death, in the famine
whereof three English persons died, and after

eight months brought into Shamblee.

My master returned on the evening of the;

Sabbath, (March 12,) and tokl me, he had
killed five moose. The next day^ (Monday,
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March 1 3,) we were removed to the place

where he killed them. We tarried there

three days, till we had roasted and dried the

meat. My master made me a pair of snow-
shoes, for (said he) you cannot possibly trav-

el without J the snow being knee deep. We
parted from thence heavy laden ; I travelled

with a burden on my back, with snowshoes,

twentyfiV^ miles the first day of wearing
them ; and ^gais the next day till afternoon

;

and then we came to the French River. My
master at this place took away my pack, and
drew the whole load on the ice j but my
bones seemed to be misplaced, and I unable

to travel with any speed. My feet were
very sore, and each night I wrung blood out

of my stockings, when I pulled them oft'.

My shins also were very sore, being cut with

crusty snow, in the time of my travelling

without snowshoes, But finding some dry

oak baves, by the river banks, I put them to

my shins, and in once applying them, they

were healed. And here my master was very

kind to me, would always give me the best

he had to eat j and by the goodness of God,
I never wanted a meal's meat during my cap-

tivity ; though some of my children and

neighbors were greatly wounded (as I may
Gay) with the arrows of famine, and pinching

v-'ant ; having for many days nothing but

rooCs to live upon, and not much of them
.neither^ ' My master gave me a piece of a
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BIBLE ; never disturbed me in reading the,

scriptures, or in praying to God. Many of

my neighbors also, found that mercy in their

journey, to have bibles, psalm books, cate-

chisms, and good books, put into their hands,

with liberty to use them ; and yet after their

arrival at Canada, all possible endeavors were
used to deprive them of them. Some of •

them say their bibles were demanded by the

French priests, and never redelivered to

them, to their great grief and sorrow.

My march on the French river was very

sore ; for fearing a thaw, w^e travelled a

very great pace j my feet were so bruised,

and my joints so distorted by my travelling

in snowshoes, that I thought it impossible to

hold out. One morning a little before break

of day, my master came and awaked me
out of my sleep, saying. Arise, pray to God,
and eat your breakfast, for we must go a

great way to day. After prayer, I arose

from my knees, but my feet were so tender,

swoln, bruised, and full of pain, that 1 could
scarce stand upon them, without holding by
the wigwam. And v.'hen the Indians said

you must run today ; I answerecj, I could
not run. My master pointing out his hatch-
et, said to me. Then I must dash out your
brains, and take off your scalp. I said, I sup-
pose then you will do so, for I am not able
to travel with speed. He sent me away a-

ione, on the ice. About sun half an hour
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high, he overtook me, for I had gone very
slowly, not thinking it possible to travel five

miles. When he came up, he called me to
Tun ; I told him I could go no" faster ; he
passed by without saying one word more

:

So that sometimes I scarce saw any thing of
him for an hour together. I travelled from
about break of day till daik, never so much
as sat down at noon to eat warm victuals,

eating frozen meat which I had in my coat

pocket, as 1 traveled. We went that day
two of their days journey, as they came
down, I judge we went forty fiive miles that

day. God wonderfully supported me, and
so far renewed my strength, that in the af-

ternoon I was s-tronger to travel, than in the

forenoon. My strength was restored and
lenevred to admiration. We should never
iiistrust the care and compassion of God,
who can give strength to them who have no
?right, and power to them that are ready to

faint.

When we entered on the lake, the ice was
rough, and uneven, which wa-s very grievous

10 my feet, that could scarce bear to be set

down on the snriootli ice, on the river ; I lift

up my cry to God in ejaculatory requests.

That he ^uould fake notice ofmy state, and some

way OP other relieve me. I had not marched
above half a mile, before there fell a moist

snow, about an inch ^nd an half deep, that

made it very soft for my feet to pass over
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the lake, to the place where my masters fam-

ily was. Wonderful favors in the m idst of

trying afflictions ! We went a day's journey

from the lake, to a small company of Indians,

who were a hunting ; they were, after their

manner, kind to me, and gave me the best

they had, which was Moose flesh, ground-

nuts and cramberries, but no bread—-for three

weeks together I eat no bread. After our-

stay there, and undergoing.difficulties in cut-

ting wood,, and suffering from lousiness, hav-

ing lousy old clothes of soldiers put upon me
wdien they stript me of mine, to sell to the

French soldiers in the army,-

We again began a march for ^hamhlce ;

we stayed at a branch of the lake, and feasted'

two or three days on geese we killed there.

After another day's travel, we came to a riv-

er where the ice was thawed^ we made a ca-.

noe of elm bark, in one day ; and arrived

on a Saturday *near noon at Shamblee, a

small village, where is a garrison and fort of
S'rench soldiers.

At S h a m b l e e.

This village is about fifteen miles from -

Mont Royal. The French were very kind to

me : A gentleman of the place took me into
his house, and to his table, and lodged nxf-.

s» cSappese March 25,

C 2.
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at night on a good feather bed. The inhab-
itants and officers were very obliging to me,,
the little time I stayed with them, and prom-
ised to write a letter to the Governor in

chief, to Inform him ofmy passing down the
river. Here I saw a girl taken from our
town, and a*young man, who informed me,
that the greatest part of the captives were
come in, and that two ofmy children were at

Mont Royal ; that many of the captives had
been in, three weeks before my arrival:

Mercy in the midst of judgment ! As we
passed along the river towards Sorel, we went
into an house where was an English woman
of oiir town, who had been left among the.

French in order to her conveyance to the In»

dian fort. The French were very kind to

her and to myself, and gave us the best pro»

vision they had j- and she embarked with us

t'O go dov/n to St. Francois fort. When we
came down to the first inhabited house at

Sorelf a French woman came to the river

side, and desired us to g© into her house, and
when Vi^e were entered, she compassionated

our state, and told us, she had in the last

war been- a captive among the Indians, and

therefore v/as not a. little sensible of our dif-

ficulties. 8he gave the Indians something to

eat in the chimney corner, and spread a cloth^

on the table for us with napkins ; which'

gave such offence to the Indians, that thej^'

Justed away, and v/ould not call in at th*^
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fort : But wherever we entered into houses,

the French were very courteous.' When we
came to St. Francois river, we found some
difficulty by reason of the ice j and entering

into a Frenchman's house,. he gave us a loaf

, of bread, and some fish to carry away with
us ; but we passed down the river till nighty

and there seven of us supped on the fish call-

ed Bull head, or Pout, and did net eat it upj,.

the fish was so very large,

' The next morning we met with such a

quantity of ice, that we were forced to leave

our canoe and travel on land. We went to

a French officer's house, who took us into a

private room, out of the sight of the Indians,

and treated us very courteously. That night

we arrived at the fort called St. Francois^

where we found sev^sraJ poor children v/ho
had been taken from the Eastward th^ sum-
mer before y a sight very affecting, they be-

ing in habit very much like Indians, and in

manners very much symbolizing with them.
At this fort lived two Jesuits, one ofwhich was
made Superior of the Jesuits at Quebec. One
of these Jesuits met me at the fort gate, and
asked me to go into the church, and give
God thanks for preserving my life. I told

him I would do that in some other place.

When *he bell rang for evening prayers, hs
that took me bid me go, but I refused. The
Jesuit came to our wigwam, and prayed a

short prayer, and invited me to sup with
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them ; and justified the Indians in what they
did against us ; rehearsing some things done-
by Major Walden, above thirty years ago

;

and how justly God retaliated them in the

last war, and inveighed against us for begin-

ning this war with the Indians ; and said, we
had before the last winter, and in the winter,,

been very barbarous and cruel in burning and'
killing the Indians. I told them, that the

Indians in a very perfidious manner, had
commited murders on many of our inhabit-

ants, after the signing articles of peace. And>
as to what they spake of cruelties, they were,

undoubtedly falshoods ; for I well knew the.

English were not approvers of any inhuman-
ity or barbarity towards enemies^ They
said, an English man had killed one of St,

Gasteen^s relations, which occasioned this war.

For, say they, the nations in a general coun*
cil, had concluded not to ei*^gage in the war
on any side, till they themselves were first

molested, and then all of themas one, would>
engage against them that began a war v/ith

them ; and that upon the killing of C<jj/^^«'i

kinsman, a post was dispatched to Canadaio
advertise the Macquas and Indians, that the

English had begun a war. On which they-

gathered up their forces, and that the French"

JDined with them, to come down on the

Eastern parts ; and that when they cams
near AVi^; England, several of the Eastern ln>

diajia told them of the peace made with the
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English, and the satisfaction given them from

the English for that murder. But the Ma-

quas told them, it was now too late ; for

they were sent for, and were now come, and

would fall on them, if without their consent

they made a peace with the Lnglish. Said

also that a letter was shown to them, sent

from the Governor of Port Royal,^ which he

said, was taken in an English ship, being a

letter from the Queen of Ejigland to our Gov-

ernor, writing how she approved his designs

to ensnare and deceitfully to seize on the In-

dians ; so that being enraged from that let-

ter, and being forced as it were, they began

the present war. I told them the letter was

a lye, forged by the French.

Ihe next morning the bell rang for mass.

My master bid me go to church ; I refused :

He threatened me, and v>;ent awL^y in a rage.

At noon the Jesuits sent for me, to dine

with them j for I eat at their table all the

time I was at the fort. And after dinner,

they told me, the Indians v*'ould not r.llow

of any of their captives staying in their wig-

wams v/hilst they were at church ; and
were resolved by force and violence to bring

us all to church, if we would not go without*

I told them it was highly unreasonable so to

impose upon those who were of a contrary

religion ; and to force us to be present at

such a service, as we abhorred, was nothing
becoming Christianity, They replied^ they
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v/ere savages, and would not hearken to rea-

son, but would have their wills. Said also,

if they were in Ne'w England ihtmsclves, they

would go into their churches to see their

ways of worship. I answered, the case was
far different, for there was nothing (them-

selves being judges) as to matter or manner
of worship, but what was according to the

word of God, in our churches ; and there-

fore it could not be an offence to any man's

conscience. But among them there were
idolatrous superstitions in worship. They
said, come and see, and offer us conviction,,

of what is superstitions in worship. '^J'o

which. I answered, that I was not to do evil

that good might come on it ; and that forc-

ing in mattersof religion was hateful. They
answered, the Indians were resolved to have

it so, and they could not pacify them with-

out my coming ; and they would engage

they should offer no force or violence to

cause any compliance with their ceremonies.

The next mass, my master bid me go to

church ; I objected ; he arose and forcibly

pulled me out by head and shoulders out oi

the wigwam to the church, that was nigh the

door. So I went in and sat down behind the

door, and there saw a great confusion instead

of any gospel order. For one of the Jesuits

was at the altar, saying mass in a tongue un-

kriown to the savages ; and the ether be«

tweeu the altar and the door, saying and
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singing prayers among the Indians at the

same time ; and many others were at the

same time saying over their Pater Nosters

and Ave Mary, by tale from their chaplet,

or beads on string. At our going out, we
smiled at their devotion so managed ; which
was offensive to them j for they said, we
made a derision of their worship. "When I

was here, a certain savagessdied ; one of the

Jesuits told me, she was a very holy woman,
who had not committed one sin in twelve

years. After a day or two the Jesuits asked
me, what I thought of their way now I saw
it ? I told them, I thought Christ said of it,

Mark 7. 7. 8, 9. Howbeit in vain do they

vjorship me^ teaching for dostrines the co7nmand'

7nents of men. For laying aside the command?7ient
of God, ye hold the tradition ofmen^ as the 'wash-

ing ofpots, and cups ; and many other such like

things ye do. And he said unto them, full well
ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition. They told me, the)c

were not the commandments of men, but a-

postolical traditions, of equal authority with
the holy scriptures. And that after my
death, 1 would bewail my not praying to the
Virgin Mary ; .vid that \ should find the
want of her intercession for me, with her
Son

J judging me to hell, for asserting the
scriptures to be a perfect rule of faith ; and
said 1 abounded in my own sense, entertai/i-

).:;g explications contrary to the sense of the
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Pope, regularly siting with a general council

explaining scripture, and making articles of
faith. I told them, it was my comfort that

Christ was to be my judge, and not they at

the great day : And as for their censuring

and judging me, I was not moved with it.

One day a certain savagess taken prisoner

in Philip's war, who had lived at Mr. Bulk-

ley's at Weihersfield, called Ruth, who could

speak English very well ; who had been of-

ten at my house, but was now proselyted to

the Romish faith, came into the wigwam,
and with her an English maid, v/ho was tak-

en the last war, who was drcosed up in In-

dian apparel, could not speak nne word of

English, who said she could neither tell her

own name, or the name of the place from
whence she was taken. These two talked in

the Indian dialect with my master a long

time ; after which my master bad me c^'oss

myself ; I told him, 1 would not ; he com-
>manded me several times, and I as often re-

fused. Ruth said Mr. Williams, you know the

scripture, and therefore act against your own
light ; for you know the scripture saith. Ser-

vants obey your masters ; he is your master

and you his servant. 1 tcjld her she was ig-

norant, and knew not the meaning of the

scripture ; telling her, I was not to disobey

the great God, to obey any master, and that

I was ready to die to suffer for God, if called

thereto. On which she talked with my
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master, I suppose she interpreted what I said,

My master took hold of my hand to force

me to cross myself, but I struggled with him,

and would not suffer him to guide my hand ;

upon this he pulled oiTa crucifix from his

own neck, and bade me kiss it ; but I refus-

ed once and again ; he told me, he would
dash out my brains with his hatchet, if I re-

fused. I told him, I should, sooner chuse

death than to sin against God ; then he ran

and catched uphishatchct,and acted as thougli

he would have dashed out my brams. See-

ing I was not moved, he tnrev/ down his

hatchet, saying, he would first bite oif all my
nails, if 1 still refused. I gave him my hand
and told him 1 was ready to siilTer ; he set

his teeth in my thumb nail, and gave a

gripe with his teeth, and then said no gcod
minister, no love God as bad as the devil ;—
and so left off. 1 have reason to bless God,
vt'ho strengthened mc to withstand ; by this

he was so discouraged, as never more to
meddle with me about my religion. I asked
leave of the Jesuits to pray with these En-
glish of our town that were v/ith me, but
they absolutely refused to give us any per-

mission to pray one with another, and did
what they could to prevent our having any
discourse tos;ethcr.

After a few days the Governor ds Vaudrel^

Governor in Chief, sentdov/n two men with
letters to the Jesuits, desiring them to order

D
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my being sent up to him to Mont Royal, upoii

which one of the Jesuits went with my two
masters and took me along with them, as

also two more of Deerfield, a man and his

daughter about seven years of age. When
we came to the Lake, the wind was tempes-
tuous and contrary to us, so that they were
afraid to go over ; they ianded and kindled a

lire, and said they would wait awhile to see

whether the wind would fall or change. I

went aside from the company among the

trees, and spread our case, with the tempta-

tions of it before God, and pleaded that he
would order the season so, that -we might not

go back again, but be furthered on our voy-

age, that I m.ight have opportunity to see

ar.y children and neighbors, and converse

with them, and know their state. When I

returned the wind was more boisterous, and
then a second time, and the wind Vv'as more
tierce ; I reflected upon myself for my un-

qaietness, and the want of a resigned will to

the will of God. And a third time went
and bev/ailed before God my anxious cares,

and the tumultuous working of my own:
heart, and begged a will fully resigned to thea

will of God and thought that by the grace

of God 1 was brought to say Amen, to what-

ever God should determine. Upon my re-

turn to the company, the wind was yet

high ; the Jesuit and my master said, come
we will go back again to the fort, fpr there
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is no likelihood of proceeding on our voyage,

for very frequently such a wind continues

three days, sometimes six, after it had confin-

ed so many hours, i said to them, the will

of the Lord be done ; and the canoe was put

a^-ain into the river, and we embarked. No
sooner had my master put me mto the canoe,

and put off from th^ shore, but the wind
fell, and coming into the middle of the river,

they said, we may go over the lake well e-

nough, and so wc did. I promised, if God
gave me opportunity, 1 would stir up others

to glorify God in a continued persevering,

committing their straits of heart to him : He
is a prayer hearing God, and the stormy winds

obey him. After we passed over the Lake,
the French wherever we came, were very
compassionate to us.

At Mont Royal.

When I came to Mont Royal, which was
eight weeks* after my captivity, the Gov-
ernor de Vaudrel redeemed me out of the
hands of thelndians,gave methe use of a very-

good chamber, and was in all respects relat-

ing to my outward man, courteous and char-
itable to admiration. At my first entering
into his house, he sent for my two children,
who were in the city, that I might see them

;

* 8 V^eeksfrom February C9, is Tuesday, April 25.
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and promised to do what he could to get al!

my children, and neighbors out ot the
hands of the savages. My change of diet,

after the diiEculties of my journies, caused
an alteration in my body : I was physiced,

blooded, and very tenderly taken care of in

jny sickness. The Governor redeemed my
eldcstdaughteroutofthehands ofthe Indians-,.

arid she was carefully tended in the hospital,

until she was well of her lameness ; and by
the Governor provided for with respect, dur-
ing her stay in the country. My youngest
childwas redeemed by a gentlewoman in the
city, as the Indians passed by. After the In-

dians had been at their fort, and discoursed

with the priests, they came back and offered

to the gentlewoman a manforthechildjalledg-

ing that the child could not be profitable to

her, but the man would, for he was a weaver,
and his service would much advance the de-

sign she had of making cloth. But God.
overuled so far, that this temptation to the

woman prevailed not for an exchange ; for

had the child gone to the Indian fort, in an
ordmary way it had abode there still, as the

rest of the cliildtcn cirried there do. The;

Governor gnve orders to certain officers to

get the rest ol my children out of the hands

-f the Indians, and as many of my neigh-

Dors as- they could. After six weeks, a

merchant of the city obtained my eldest son

that was taken tO' live with him : He took a



Of JOHN WILLIAMS. 41

great deal of pains to persuade the savages

to part with him. An Indian came to the

city (Sagamore George of Pennacook) from
Co-u;7j,and brought word of my son Stephen's

being near Cozvas, and some money was put

intohis hand for his redemption, and a prom-
ise of full satisfaction if he brought him ; but

the Indian proved unfaithful, and I never

saw my child till a year after.

The Governor ordered a priest to go along

with me to see my youngest daughter a-

mong the Macquas and endeavor her ransom,

I went with him ; he was very courteous to

me, and from his parish which was near the

Macqua fort, he wrote a letter to the Jesuit,

to desire him to send my child to see me, and

to speak with them that took her, to come
along with it. But the Jesuit wrote back a

letter, that I shouM not be permitted to

speak with, or see my child, if I came my
labor would be lost ; and tliat the Macquas
would as soon part with their heart, as my
child. At my return to the city, I with an

heavy heart carried the Jesuit's letter to the

Governor, who, when he read it, was very
angry, and endeavored to comfort me assur-

ing m?, I should see it, and speak with it

;

and he would to his utmost endeavor its ran-

som. Accordingly he sent to the Jesuits

who were in the city, and bid them improve
their interest for the obtaining the child.

After some days, he went with me in his

D 2
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own person to the fort. When w-e came
tliitlier, he discoursed with the Jesuits : after

which my child was brought into the cham-
ber where I was. I was told I might speak
with her, but should not be permitted to

speak to no other English person there. My
child was about seven years old : I discours-
ed with her near an hour ; shs could read
very well, and had not forgot her catechism ;

and was very desirous to be redeemed out of
the hands of the Macquas, and bemoaned
lier state among them, telling me how they
profaned God's Sabbath ; and said, she

thought that a few clays before they had been
mocking the devil, and that one of the Jes-

"uits stood and looked on them. 1 told her
she must pray to God for his grace every
day ; she saidy she did as she v/as able, and
God helped her. But ^ays she, they force

me to say some prayers in Latin, but I do
not understand one word of them, 1 hope it

^11 not do me any harm. I told her she

must be careful she did not forget her cate-

chism, and the scriptures, she had learnt by
heart; She told the captives after I was gone,

as some of them have since informed me, al-

most every thing I spake to her ; and said,

she was much afraid she should forget her

catechism, having none to instruct her. I

saw her once a few days after in the city, but

had not many minutes of time with her, buC

what time I had I improved to give her th«":
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Best advice I could. The Governor labored

much for her redemption, at last he had the

promise of it, in case he would procure for

them an Indian G;irl in her stead.- According;;-

iy he sent up the river some hundred of

leagues for one, but It was refused, when of-

fered by the Governor : He offered thern an

hundred pieces of eight for her redemption,

but it was refused. His lady went over to

have begged her from them, but all in vain j

it is there still, and has forgotten to speak En-
glish. Oh ! that all v/ho peruse this history,

would join in their fervent requests to God,
with whom all things are possible, that this

poor child, and so many others of our chil-

dren who have been cast upon God from the

womb, and are now outcasts ready to perish,

might *be gathered from their dispersion, and
receive sanctifying grace from God.
When I had discoursed with the child, and

was coming out of the fort, one of the Jesuits

went out of the chamber with me, and some
soldiers, to convey me to the conoe. I saw
some,of my poor neighbors j who stood with
longing expectations to see me, and speak
with me, and had leave from their savage
masters so to do. I was by the Jesuit him-
self thrust along by force, and permitted on-
ly to tell them some of their relations (they
asked after) were well in the city, and that
with a very audibie voice ; being not permit*
3d to come near to them.
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After my return to the city, I was very
melancholy, for I could not be permitted so

much as to pray with the EngHsh, who dwelt
in the same house. And the English who
came to see me, were most of them put
back by the guard at the door, and not suf-

fered to come and speak with me. Some-
times the guard was so strict th':it I could
scarce go aside on necessary occasions with-

out a repulse ; and whenever I went out into

the city (a favor the Governor himself never
refused when I asked it of him) there were
spies to watch me and to observe whether I

spake to the English. Upon which I told

some of the English, they must be careful to

call to mind and improve former instructions,

and endeavor to stand at a further distance

for a while, hoping that after a short time I

should have more liberty of conversing with

them. But some spies sent out, found on a

Sabbath day more than three (the number we
by their order published were not to exceed

together) of us in company, who informed
the priest ; the next day one of the priests

told me, 1 had a greater number of the En-
glish with me, and that I had spoken some-

thing reflecting on their religion. I spake

to the Governor that no forcible means
-might be used with any of the captives res-

pecting their religion ; he told me, he allowed

:30 such thing. 1 am persuaded that the

Governor, if he might act as hiQiseif , would
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not have suffered such things to be done as

have been done, and that he never did know
of several things acted against the English.

At my first coming to Mont Royal, the

Governor told me, I should be sent home as

soon as Captain Batiiss was returned, and not

before ; and that I was taken in order to his

redemption. The Governor sought by all

means to divert me from my malancholly

sorrows, and always shewed a willingness for

seeing my children. And one day I told hint

of my design of walking into the city ; he

pleas:\ntly answered, go with all m.y heart.

His eldest son went with me as far as the door,,

and saw the guard stop me, he went in and
informed his father who came to the door
and asked, why they affronted the gentleman
going out ? They said, it was their order :

But with an angry countenance he said, his

orders were that I should not be stoped. But
within a little time I had my orders to go
down to Quebec, Another thing showing
that many things are done without the Gov-
ernor's consent, though his name be used to

justify them, viz. I asked the Priest, after I

had been at Mont Royal tv/o days, leave to

go and see my youngest child ; he said when-
ever you will see it tell me, and I will bring
it to you

J
for says he, the Governor is not

willing you should go thither. And yet

not many days after, when we were at din-

ner, the Governor's lady (seeing me said)
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speak to an officer at table, who could speak
Latin, to tell me, that after dinner I should
go along with them and see my two children

.

And accordingly after dinner I was carried

to see them ; and when 1 came to the house,
I found three or four English captives who
lived there, and I had leave to discourse

with them. And n©t long after, the Gover-
nor's lady asked me to go along with her to

the hospital to see one of my neighbors sick

there.

One day one of Jesuits came to the Gover-
nor's, and told the company there, that he
never saw such persons as were taken from
Deerfield. Said he, the Macquas will not suf-

fer any of their prisoners to abide in their

wigwams whilst they themselves are at mass,

but carry them with them to the church, and
they cannot be prevailed with to fall down on
their knees to pray there, but no sooner are

they returned to their wigwams, but they

fall down on their knees to prayer. He said,

they could do nothing with the grown per-

sons there j and they Irlndered the children's

complying.—Whereupon the Jesuits coun-

selled the Macquas to sell all the grown
persons from the fort ; a stratagem to seduce

poor children. Oh Lord turn the counsel of

these Ahitophels into foolishness, and make the

counsels of the heathen ofnone effect

!

Here I observed, they were wonderfully

lifted up with pride, after the return of Cap-
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tain Moniinug from 'Northampton with news

of success : they boasted of their success a-

against New England. And they sent out

an army as they said of seven hundred men,

if I mistake not, too hundred of which were
French, in company of which army went
several Jesuits ; and said, they would lay

desolate all the places on Connecticut river.

The superior of the priests told me, their

General was a very prudent and brave com-
mander, ofundaunted courage, and he doubt-

ed not but they should have great success.

This army went away in such a boasting tri-

umphing manner, that 1 had great hopes God
would discover and disappoint their designs :

Our prayers were not wanting for the blast-

ing of such a bloody design. The superior

of the priests said to me, do not flatter your-

selves in hopes of a short captivity ; for,

said he, there are two young princes con-

tending for the kingdom of Spain ; and a

third, that care was to be taken of his estab-

lishment on the English throne. And boast-

ed what they would do in Europe ; and that

we must expect not only in Europe, but in

New England, the establishment of Popery.

I said, Glory not, God can make great chan-

ges in a little time, and revive his own inter-

est, and yet save his poor afflicted people.

Said he, the time for miracles is past ; and
in the time of the last war, the King oi Franca

was as it were against all the world, and yet
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did great things ; but now the kingdom of

Spain is for him, and the Duke of Bavaria,

and the Duke of Savoy, &c. and spake in a

lofty manner of great things to be done by
theni ; and having the world, as I may say,

in subjection to them.
I was sent down to Quebec in company of

GovernordeRamsey,GovernoT of Mont Royal,

and the superior of the Jesuits, and ordered to

live with one of the Council ; from whom I

received many favors, for seven weeks. He
told me, it was the Priests doings to send me
down before the Governor came down ; and
that if I went much to see the English, or

they came much to visit me, I should yet

certainly be sent away v^^here I should have

iio converse with the English,

At Quebec.

After coming down to Quebec. I was in-

vited to dine v.dth the Jesuits, and to my face

they were civil enough. But after a few
days, a young Gentlemm came to my cham-
ber, and told me, that one of the Jesuits (af-

ter we had done dinner) made a few distiches

of verses, and gave them to his scholars to

translate into French : He shewed them to

me. The import of them was, " That the

King of France his grandson had sent out

bis huntsmen, and that they had taken a

Wolf, who was shut up, and now he hopes
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tlie sheep would be in safety." I know at

the reading of them what they aimed at, but

held my peace, as though I had been igno-

rant ot the Jesuits intention. Observing

this reproaching spirit, I said in my heart, i£

God will bless, let men curse if they please ;

and I looked to God in Christ, the great shep-

herd, to keep his scattered sheep among so

many Romish ravenous wolves, and to re-

member the reproaches wherewith his holy

name, ordininces and servants were daily re-

proached. And upon an observation of the

time of these verses being composed, I find

that near the same time, the Bishop of Can^

ada with twenty Ecclesiasticks, were takea

by the English as they were coming from
France^ and carried into England as prisoners

of war.

One Sabbath morning 1 observed many
signs of approaching rain, a great moisture
on the stones of the hearth and chimney
jams. I was that day invited to dine with
the Jesuits ; and when I went up to dinner,

it began to rain a small drisling rain : The
superior told me, they had been praying for

rain that morning, and now (says he) it be-

gins to rain. I told him, I could tell him of
many instances of God*s hearing our prayers

for rain. However in the afternoon there

was a general procession of all orders. Priests,

Jesuits and Fryars, and the Citizens in great

pomp, carrying (as they said) as an holy re-
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lique, one of the bones of St. Paul. The ncKt
day I was invited to the Priest's seminary to
dinner ; Oh, said they, we went in proces*

sion yesterday for rain, and see what a plenti-

ful rain followed. I answered, we had been
answered when praying for rain, when no
such signs of rain, and the beginnings of

rain, had preceeded, as now with them, be-

fore they appointed or began their proces-

sion, &c. However they upbraided me, that

God did not approve ofour religion, in that

he disregarded our prayers, and accepted

theirs. For, said they, we heard you had
days of fasting and prayer before the fleet

came to Quebec ; God would not regard

your prayers, but heard ours, and almost in

a miraculous way preserved us when assault*

ed, and refused to hear your fastday prayers

for your preservation,but heard ours for your
desolation, and our success. They boasted

also of their King, and his greatness, and
spake of him as though there could be no
settlement in the world, but as he pleased ;

reviling us as in a low and languishing case,

having no king, but being under the govern-

ment of a Queen. And spake as though
the Duke of Bavaria would in a short time

be Emperor. From this day forward God
gave them to hear sorrowful tidings from
Europe : That a war was commenced a-

gainst the duke of Savoy, and so their enek

mies increased—their Bi:^iiop taken, and two
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millions of wealth with him. News every

year more distressing and impoverishiug

them ; and the Duke of Ba'vana so far from

being Emperor that he is dispossessed of his

dukedom r And France so far from being

strenglhened by S/>aif2, that the kingdom of

Spain is like to be an occasion of weakening

and impoverishing their own kingdom ; they

themselves so reportingc And their great

army going against New England, turned

back ashamed ; and they discouraged and

dislieartened, and every year very exercising

fears and cares as to the savages who live up
the river. Before the return of that army,

they told me, we were led up and down, and
sold by the heathen, as sheep for the slaugh-

ter, and they could not devise what they

should do with us, we should be so many
prisoners, when the army returned. I'hc

Jesuite told me, it was a great mercy that so

many of our children were brought to them,
and that now especially since they were not

like speedily to be returned, there was hope
of their being brought over to the Romish
faith. They would take the English chil-

dren born among them, and against the con-

sent of their parents, baptize them. One
Jesuite came to me and asked, whether all

the English at Loret (a place not far from
Quebec where the Savages lived) were baptiz-

ed ? I told him they were. He said, if they

be not, let nie know of it, that I may baptize
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them for fear they should die, and be damn.^

ed, if they die without baptism. Says he»

when the savages went against you, 1 charg-

ed them to baptize all children before they

killed them ; such was my desire of your e-

ternal salvation, though you were our ene-

mies. There was a gentleman called Mon-
sieur de Beauviiie, a Captain, the brother of

the Lord intendant, wiio was. a good friend

to me, and very courteous to all the captives,j

he lent me an English bible, and when he

went to France gave it to me. All means

were used to seducs poor souls.

I. was invited one day to dine with one of

/chief note ;. as I was going, met with tl>e

.. superior of the Jcsuites coming out of the-

, house, and became in after dinner; and
* presently it was propounded to me, if I wouki
stay among' them, and be of their religion, I

< {should have a great and honorable pcnsio.n

..from the King every year. The superior of

the Jesuits turned to me and aaid, "Sir, you
,%Jiave manifested much, grief and sorrow for

your separation from, so many of your neigh-

bors and children ; if you will now comply

-'with this oiFer and proposal, you may have-

i-allyour children with you ;. and here will be

enough for an honcrahle maintenance for

70U and them." I answered,. " Sir, if I

-thought your religion to be true, I would
-embrace it freely without any such offer, but

:.so long as I believe it to be what it is, the^
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oiFer of the whole world is of no more"

.value to me than a blackberry ;" and man-

.^ ifested such an abhorrance of this pro-

^^posal, that I speedily went to take my leave

and be gone. "Oh Sir, (said he) sit down,

why in such a hurry ? You are alone in your

chamber, divert yourself a little longer;"

. and fell to other discourse : And within hal£

an hour says again, " Sir, I have one thing

earnestly to request of you, I pray you pleas-

ure me 1" I said,. "Let your Lordship'

speak.'* Said he, " I pray come to the pal-

ace tomorrow morning, and honor me with

your company in my coach to the great

church, it being then a Saint's day.'* I an-

swered, '* Ask me any thing wherein I can

serve you with a good conscience, and I am
ready to gratify you ; but I must ask your
excuse here ;'* and immediately went away'

from him. Returning to my chamber, I gave"

God thanks for his upholding me ; and also'

made an enquiry with myself, whether I had
by any action given encouragement for such

-

a temptation ?

At CiiA.'TEAVivicnu^ffteen miles below

QuEBECo

Not many days after, and a few day before -

Governor de Vaudrel's coming down, I v/as'

sent away fifteen miles down the river, that

1 might not have opportunity, of .converse
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>^ith the English. I was courteously treated

"by the French, and the Priest of that, parish 5/

they told nne, he was one of the most learn-

ed men in the country ; he was a very ingen-

ious man, zealous in their way, but yet very
famiiia;-. I had many disputes with the

JPriests who came thither : And when I used^

their own authors to confute some of their

positions, my books borrowed of them were
taken away ^om me j for they said, I made
an iU use of them. They having many of

them boasted of their unity in doctrine and
profession, were loth I should show them
fyom their own best approved' authors, as

many different opinions, as they could charge

^gast us. Here again, a gentleman in the

presence ofthe oldJBishop and Priest, offered

;

me his house, and whole living, with assur-

ance of honor, wealth and employment, if I

would embrace their ways. I told thenr, li

' had an indignation ^f soul, against such of» -

fers, on such terras a? parting with what was ;

' jDore valuable, than all the world ; alledgingj
.,

what Is a man pr^fitied if he gain the whole

worlds and lose his own soul ? or what shall i

a man give in exchange for his soul f I was ;

sometimes told Imight have all my children j

,

if i would comply, and must never expect to 1^

have them.onany other terms. I told them,

,

' .My children were dearer to me than all the

world, b'Ht 1 would not deny Christ and his

"truths- for jthe havipg of thexn with mc j 1

1
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would still pot my trust in God, who could

perform all things for me.

1 am persuaded that the Priest of that par-

ish where I kept, abhorred their sending

down the heathen to commit outrages

against the English j sayings It was more
like committing murder, than managing a

war. In my confinement in this parish, I

had my undisturbed opportunities to be hum-
bly imploring God*s grace for ourselves, for

soul and body ; for his protecting presence

• •with New England, and his disappointing

-"the bloody designs of enemies ; that God-
would be a littk sanctuary to us in a land- ofc

captivity ; and that our friends in New En^-

glaind might have grace to make a. more
thankful and faithful improvement of the'

means of grace, than we had done ; who by
our neglects, find ourselves out of God's-

sanctuary.

On the 21'st of October 1704-, I received^

some letters from New England, with an ac-

count that many of my neighbors escaped

©ut of the desolations in the fort ; and that
-^ my wife was recarried^ and decently buried ;.

and that my eldest son who was absent.in

our desolation, was sent to College, and pro-

vided for ; which occasioned thanksgiving

to God in the midst of afilictions, and caused*

pray es even in Canada, to be going.daily up*
to heaven for a blessing on benefactors,,

showing such kindness to the desolate aad
i^cted;
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The consideration of such crafty deslgnp^^

to ensnare young ones, and to turn them
from the simplicity of the gospel to Romish
superstition, was very exercising. Some-
times they would tell me, my children, some-
times my neighbors, were turned to be^of

their religion. Some made it their work to

allure poor souls by flatteries and great prom-
ises, some threatened, some offered abusive

carriages to such as refused to go to church
and be present at mass. Some they industri-

ously contrived to get married among them.
A Priest drew up a compendium of the Ro-
man Catholic faith, and pretended to prove
it by the scriptures, telling the English, that

all they required was contained in the scrip-

tures, which they acknowledged to be tie

rule of faith and manners ; but it was by
scriptures horribly perverted apd abused. 1

could never come to the sight of it, (though
I often earnestly entreated a copy of it) until

I was a* ship board for our voyage for N^w
England ; but hearing of it, I endeavored to

possess the English with their danger of be-

ing cheated with such a pretence. I under-

stood they would tell the English that 1 was
turned, that they might gain them to change

their religion. These their endeavors to se-

duce to Popery, were very exercising to me.
And in my solitariness^ I drew up these fol-

lowing sorrowful, mournful considerations,

though unused to^^and unsjsilful in poetry^r
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yet in a plain stile for the use of some of the

captives, who would sometimes make their

secret visits to me, which at the desire of

some of them, are here made public.

Some Contemplations of the poor and desolate State
OF IMS. Church at Deerfield.

THE sorrows of my heart enlarged are^

Whilst I my present state with past compare,
1 frequently unto God's house did go,

W^ith Christian friends, his praises forth to show.

But now, I solitary sit, both sigh and cry,

Whilst my flock's miseiy think on do I.

Many, Both old and young, were slain out right i

Some in a biiter season take their flight ;

Some burnt to death ; and others stifled were j

The enemy no age or sex would spare.

The tender children, with their parents sad,

Are carry'd forth as captives ; some unclad ;

Some murdered ia the way, unburied left ;

And some through famine were of life bereft,

After a tedious jcHU'ney, some are sold ;

Some left in Heathen hands ; all from Christ's foldj

By Popish rage, and Heath'nish cruelty,

Are banished : Yea some compell'd to be

Present at Mass ; young children parted arc

From parents, and such as instructors were.

Crafty designs are us'd by Pajnsts all,

In Ignorance of truth, them to inthral
;

Some threatened are, unless they will comply,
In Heathen hands again be made to lye.

To some large promises are made, if they

Will truths renounce, and choose their Popish way.

Oh Lord ! mine eyes on thee shall ivaidntf be^

[Tili thou a^ain turn our captivity.
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Their Romish plots, thou canst confound, and save

This little flock, this mercy do I crave.

Save us from all our sins, and yet again

©eliver us from them v^ho truth disdain.

Z,07'd ! For thy mercy sake, thy cov'nant mind ;

And in thy house again, rest let us find.

So we thy praises forth will shevr, and speak
Of all thy wond'rous works j yea we will seek

Th' advancement of thy great and glorious name,
Thy rich and sovereign grace, w© will proclaim.

THE hearts of some were ready to be dis-

couraged and sink, saying, they were out of

sight, and so out of mind. I endeavored to

persuade them we were not forgotten ; that

undoubtedly many prayers were continually

going up to heaven for us. Not long after

came Capt. Livingston^ and Mr. Shelden, with

letters from his excellency our Governor, to

the Governor of Canada, about the exchange

of prisoners ; which gave a revival to many^
and raised expectations of a return. These

visits from l^ew England to Canada so often,

greatly strengthened many who were ready

to faint ; and gave some check to the de-

signs of the Papists to gain proselytes. But
God's time of deliverance was not yet come.^

As to some particular persons, their tempta-

tions and trials were increased •, and some a-

bused because they refused a compliance with

their superstitions. A young woman of our

town met with a new trial. For on a day,

a Frenchman came into the room where she

was, and shewing h^ his beads, and boasting.
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of them, putting them near to her ; she

knocked them out of his hands on the floor ;

for which she was beaten, and threatened

with death, and for some days imprisoned.

I pleaded with God his overruling this first

essay for the deliverance of some, as a pledge

of the rest being delivered in due time. I

improved Capt. de Beauville, who had always

been very friendly, to intercede with the

Governor for the return of my eldest daugh-

ter ; and for his purchasing my son Siepherty

from the Indians at St» Francois fort ; and for

'

liberty to go up and see my children and
neighbors at Mont Royal. Divine providence

appeared to a moderating my ajfflictions, in

that five English persons of our town were
permitted to return with Capt. Lwingston,^*

mongst whom went my eldest daughter.

And my son Stephen Vifas redeemed and sent

to live with me : He was almost quite naked,
and very poor j he had suffered much among
the Indians. One of the Jesuits took it upon
him, to come to the wigwam, and whip him
on some complaint that the Squaws had
made, that he did not work enough for

them. As to my petition for going up to
Mont Royal, to see my children and neigh-
bors, it was denied ; as my former desire of
coming up to the city before Capt. Livings

ston*s coming, waa. God granted me favor
as to two of my petitions ; but yet brought
me by his grace to be willing, that he shouid
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glorify himself in disposing of me and mine
as he pleased, and knew to be most for hia

glory. And almost always before any re-

markable favor, I was brought to lye down
at the foot of God, and made to be willing

that God should govern the world, so as

might be most for his own honor, and
brought to resign all to his holy sovereignty*:

A frame of spirit when wrought in me by
the grace of God, giving the greatest content

and satisfaction ; and very often a forerunner

of the mercy asked of God, or a plain dem-
onstration, that the not obtaining my request .

was best for me. I had no small refreshing,

in having one of my children with me for

four months. And the English were many
of them strengthened with hopes that the

treaties betwixt the goverments would issue

in opening a door of escape for all.

In August, Mr. Dudley and Capt. Vetch ar-

rived, and great encouragements were given

as to an exchange of all in the spring of the

year ; and some few again were sent home ;

amongst whom I obtained leave to send my
son Stephen,

At Quebec.

Upon Mr. Dudley*s and Capt. Vetch's peti-

tioning, I was again permitted to go up to

Quebec ; but disputing with a Mendicant

Fryar, who said, he was an Englishman sent
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from France, to endeavor the conversion of

the English at Quebec ; who arrived at Can-

ada whilst our gentlemen were there : I was
by the Priests means ordered again to return

to Chaieauv'icbe ; and no other reason given,

but because 1 discoursed with that Priest, and
their fear I should prevent his success among
the captives. But God shewed his dislike

of such a persecuting spirit ; for the very-

next day, which Vv'as S^piemher 20th, O. S.

October ist, N. S. the Seminary, a very fa-»

mous building, was most of it burnt down,
occasioned by a joiner's letting a coal of fire

drop down among the shavings. The Chap-
pel in the Priests garden, and the Great
Cross were burnt up : This Seminary and
another Library had been burnt but about
three years before. The day after my being

sent away by the Priests means ii'cm Quebec
at first, there vi^as a thunder storm, and the
lightning struck tke Seminary in the very
place where the fire now began.

At C II a t e a u V I c h e,

A little before Mr. Dudley*^ arrival, came
a Soldier into my Landlord's house barefoot'

and barelegged, going on a pilgrimage to
fiiiint Anne. For said he, my Captain, vyh'c.

died some years ago, appeared to mc, and told

me, he was in purgatory : and told nie I

must go a pilgrimage to Saint Anne, doing
F
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penance, and get a mass said for him, and
then he should be delivered. And many be-

lieved it, and were much affected with it

;

came and told me of it, to gain my credit of

their devised purgatory : The Soldier told

me, the Priests had counselled him to under-

take this pilgrimage. And I am apt to think,

ordered his calling in at my Landlord's, that

I might see and speak with him. I laughed
at the conceit, that a Soldier must be pitched

upon to be sent on this errand ; but they

were much displeased and lamented my ob-

stinacy, in that 1 vrould not be reclaimed from
a denial of purgatory, by such a miraculous

providence.

As I was able, I spread the case before God
beseeching him to disappoint them of their

expectations to proselyte any of the captives

by this stratagem j and by the goodness of

God, it was not very serviceable : For the

soldier's conversation was such, that several

among the French themselves judged it to

be a forgery. And though the Captain spo-

ken of was the Governor's lady's brother, I

never more heard any concernment or care

to get him out of purgatory.

One of the parish where I lived, told me,
that on the i'lMof July 170J, he was at Que-

.bee, at the Mendicant Fryars church, on one
of their feast days, in honor of a great 6aint

of their order, and that at live o'clock mass

in the morning, near two hundred persons
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present, a great grey cat broke or pushed a-

side some glass, entered into the church, and

passed along near the altar, and put out five

or six candles, that were burning ; and that

no one could tell which way the cat went
out : And he thought it was the Devil.

At Quebec.

"When I was in the city in September, I

saw two English maids who had lived with
the Indians a long time. They told me., that

an Indian had died at the place where they

were, and that when sundry of his relations

were together, in order to his funeral, the

dead arose, and informed them, that at his

death he went to hell, and there he saw all

the Indians that had been dead since their

embracing the Popish religion ; and warned
them to leave it off, or they would be dam-
red too ; and laid down dead again. They
said the Indians were frighted, and very
melancholy

; but the Jesuits, to whom they
told this, told them, it was only a delusion of
the devil, to draw them away from the true
religion ; adding, that he knew for certain,

that all those Indians who had been dead, spo-
ken of by that Indian, were in heaven, only
one Squaw was gone to hell, who died with-
out baptism. These maids said also, that

many of the Indiana much lamented their

making war against the Englishj at the insti-

gation of the French.
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At Chateauviche.
The Priests, after Mr. Dudley^s going from

Canada, were ready to think their time was
bhort for gaining English proselytes, and
doubled their diligence and wiles, to gain o-

ver persons to their persuasion. I improve4,..

all opportunities! could to write to the En-

1

glishjthatin that way 1 might be serviceable

to them. But many or most of my letters

treating about religion, were intercepted, and
burnt. I had a letter sent down to me by
erder of the Governor, that I had a liberty

of writing to my children and friends, which
should be continued

;
provided I wrote about

indilFerent things, and said nothing in them
about the points in controversy between
them and us : And if I were so hardy as ttv,-

write letters otherwise, they should endeiyi/

or to prevent their being delivered. Ac^Sfc^
ingly,Ifound many of them were burntf

But sometimes notice w'ould be given to t\i4

3inglish, that there were letters written, but .

that they were burnt j .so that their writing

*was somewhat useful, though never perused

by the English, because they judged those let-

ters condemned Popery. Many of our let--
j ^

ters written from l\ew England, were never

delivered, because of some expressions about /

religion in them. And '.% Isaid before, aftej*

Mr. Dudley*s departure from Quebec^ eadJea^-
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ors were very vigorous to seduce* Some
were flattered with large promises, others

were threatened and beaten, because they

would not turn. And when two English-

women, who had always opposed their relig-

ion were sick in the hospital, they kept

with them night and day, till they died ; and
their friends kept from coming to visit

them ; after their death, they gave out, that

they died in the Romish faithj and were re-

ceived into their comm.union. Before their

death, masses were said for them ; and they

buried in the church yard, with all their cer-

emonies. And after this, letters were sent

into all parts to inform the English, that

these two women turned to their religion,

before their death, and that it concerned
them to follow their example ; for they
^uld not be more obstinate than those worn-
*'*! were in their health, against the Romish
Mith, and yet on a death bed embraced it

ITijey told the English who lived near, thai

Wr religion was a dangerous religion to die

IWn, But I shall hereafter relate the yasz

grounds we have to think these things were
falshoods.

X I was informed, there was an English gi?l

"liid to take and wear the cross, and cross

kerself : She refused ; they threatened her^

and shewed her the cross. At length she had
her' choice, either to cross herself, and talkie

ilie Gross^ or be whipt, she chose to be wliipt-^

-F 2
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and they took up her cloaths, and made r.s

though they would correct her ; but seeing

her choosing indeed to suffer rather than
comply, they desisted, and tied the cross a-

bout her neck. Some were taken and shut
up among the religious^ and all sorts of means
used to gain them.

I received a letter from one of my neigh^

bors, wherein he thus bewails. " / obtained

leave of my master^ to go to the Macqua fort to

see my children, that I had not seen for a long

iimf, I carried a letterfrom my mastery to shew
that I had leave to come, V7hen I came to the

fort, Iheard one of my children was in the woods

>

I went to see a boy I had there, who lived with

me of the Jesuits ; I hadjust asked him of his

welfare ; he said his master would come pres-

entlyy he durst not stay to speak with me nowj.

being in such awe of his rnaster. On which I

withdraw, and when his tnaster came in, 1 went

and asked leave of him to speak with my child,

and shewed him my letter, Bui he absolutely re^

fused to let me see or speak with him ; and said,

1 had brought no letter from the Governor, and

would not pertnit me to stay in thefort, though I

had travelled onfoot nearfifty ?mles for no other

errand than to speak with my children.''*

The same person, v/ith another English-

man, last spring, obtained leave of the Gov-
ernor General, to go to the same fort on the

same errand, and carried letters from the

Governor to the Jesuits, that he might be per-
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mitted to speak with his children. The let-

ter was delivered to the Jesuits ; who told

him, his son was not at home, but gone a

hunting. When as he was hid from them,

as he heard afterwards, so the poor man lost

his labor a second time. These men say,

that when they returned to Mont Royal, one
Laland, who was appointed as a spy, always

to observe the motions of the English, told

them, that one of the Jesuits had come in

before them, and had told the Governor that,

the lad was gone ahunting ; and that the En^
glishman who accompanined this poor man,
vrent out into the v/oods in hope of finding

the lad^ and saw him, but the lad run away,
and that he followed him and called after him,
but he would not stop ; but holding out a

gun threatened to sho©t him down, if he fol-

lowed him, and so he was discouraged, and
turned back. And says Laland, you will

never leave going to see your children and
neighbors, till some of you are killed. But
the men told him, it was an absolute

lie, let who v/ould report it ; for they had
aeither seen the lad nor did they go into the

woods to search after him. They Judge this

was told to the Governor, to prevent any
English for the future going to see their

children and neighbors. Some of ours say,

they have been little better than prornisedj

to have their children who are among the

savages, in case they themselves would em-
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brace Popery. And that the Priests had said^

they had rather the children should be among
the Indians, as they were, than to be brought

out by the French, and so be in readiness to

return for New England.

A maid of our town was put into a relig-

ious house among the nuns, for more than

two years, and all sorts of means by flatteries,

threatenings, and abusive carriages used to

bring her to turn. They offered her money,
which when refused, especially the latter part

of the time, they threatened her very much ;.

sent for her before them; commanded her to

cross herself. She refused ; they hit her a

box on the ear ; bid her again ; still she re-

fused. They ordered a rod with six bran ches

full of knots to be brought ; and when she

refused, they struck her on her hands, with

their renewing their commands ; and she

stood to her refusals till her hands were filled

with wales with the blow^s* But one said,

beat her no more ; we will give her to the

Indians if she will not turn. They pinched

her arms till they were black and blue ; and

made her go into their church ; and because

she would not cross herself, struck her sever-

al blows with their hands on her face. A
Squaw was brought in and said, she was sent

in to fetch her to the Indians ; but she refus-

ed : The Squaw went away, and said, she

would bring her husband with her tomorrow,

and she should be carried away by force. She
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tnld me she remembered what I told her one

day, after the nuns had threatened to give

her a way to the Indians ; that they only said

so to affright her ; that they never would give

her away. The nuns told her, she should

not be permitted any more to speak to the

English ; and that they would afflict her

without giving her 2r\y rest^ if she refused :

But God preserved her from falling. This

poor girl had many prayers going up to

heaven for her dady, and by name, because

her trials were more known to the English

than the trials of others who lived more re-

mote from them.

Here might be an history by itself of the

trials and sufferings of many of our children

and young ones, who have been abused, and
after separation from grown persons, made
to do as they would have them.

I shall here give an account of what was
done to one of my children, a boy between
fifteen and sixteen years of age, tv»'o hundred
miles distant from me ; which occasioned

grief and sorrow that I want words to utter ;

and yet kept under such awe, that he never
durst write any thing to me for fear of being

discovered in writing about religion. They
threatened to put him to the Indians again,

if he would not turn ; telling him, he was
never bought out of their hands, but only so-

journed with them, but if he would turn, he

should never be put into their hands zny
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more. The Priests would spend whole day^
in urging him. He was sent to school to

iearn to read and write French ; the school-

master sometimes flattered him with prom-
ises, if he would cross himself, then threat-

ened him if he would not, But when he saw
flattering promises of rewards, and threat-

enings were ineffect'-
' he struck him with

a stick he had in hi^ hand ; and when he saw
that would not do, he make him get down
on his knees about an hour, And then came
and bid him make the sign of the cross, and
that without any delay ; he still refused.

Then he cave him a couple of strokes with a

whip he had in his hand ; which whip had
three branches, and about twelve great knots

tied to it ; and again bid him make the sign

of the cross ; and if it was any sin, he would
bear it himself : And said also, you are a-

fraid you shall be changed if you do it ; but

(said he) you will be the same
;
your fingers

will not be changed. And after he had made
him shed many tears under his abuses and

threatnings, he told liim, he would have it

done : And so through cowardise and feaf of

the whip he made the sign. And did so for

several days together, and with much ado he

was brought to cross himself. And then

the master told him, he would have it done

without his particular biding him. And
y^hen he came to say his lesson and crossed

'DOt himself, the master said, have youforgct
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Avhat I bid you do ? No sir, said he. Then
the school master said, down on your knees;

and so kept him for an hour and a half, till

school was done ; and so did for about a

week. When he saw this would not do, he
took the whip. What ! will you not do it ?

(said he) I will make you ; and so again

frighted him to a compliance. After this

commanded him to go to the church : When
he refused, he told him he would make him.

And one morning sent four of the biggest

boys of the school to draw him by force to

mass. These with other severities and witty

stratagems were used ; and I utterly igno-

rant of any attempt made upon him, to

bring him to change his religion. His fear

was such, that he never durst write any of

these things, lest his letters should fall into

their hands, and he should again be deliver-

ed to the Indians. Hearing of an opportu-
nity of writing to him by one of the parish

where I was, going up to Mont Royal, 1 wrote
a letter to him, and had by him a letter from
my son, which I shall here insert.

Hon'ohed Father,

I Have received yout* letter bearing date
January I ith, 170.>6, for which I give you
many thanks, with my duty, and my broth-
ers. I am sorry you have not received all

the letters 1 have v/rit to you ; as I have not
received all yours. According to your good
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counsel, I do almost every day read some-
thing of the Bible, and so strengthen my
faith. As to the captives newly brought,
Lancaster is the place of two oa"" .'hem, and
Marlborough that of the third; the Governor
oi Mont Royal \\2iS>ihcTn all three. There is

other news that wiil seem more strange to

you ; that two Englishwomen, who in their

life time were dreadfully set against the
Catholic religion, did on their death bed em-
brace it. The one Abigail Turbet, the other

ofthem Esther Jones, both of them known to

you. Abigail Turbet sent for Mr. Meriel the

Sabbath before she died. Said (many a time
upon several following days) that she com-
mitted her soul into his hands, and was ready

to do whatever he pleased. She desired him
to go to the Chappel St. Anne^ and there to

say a holy mass for her, that she might have

her sins pardoned, and the will of the Lord
accomplished upon her. Her cousin Mrs.

Badston, now Stilson, asked her, whether she

should be willing: to do as she said ? she an-

swered, yes. And upon the Tuesday she

was taken into the Catholic church in thi

presence oi yob?iLaland, and Madam Griz'

alem, an English woman, and Mrs. Stilson, al-

so with many French, people besides. She

wa? anointed with oil on the same day ; ac-

cording to her will then. Upon the Wed-
nesday an image of Christ crucified, was

brought to h.er j she caused it to be set up o-
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vtY against her at the curtains of her bed,

and looked continually upon the same ; and
also a little crucifix brought unto her ^ she

took it, and kissed it, and laid it upon her

stomach. She did also make the sign of the

cross upon herself, when she took any meat
or drink. She promised to God, that if she

should recover, she would go to the mass ev-

ery day : She having on her hand a crucifix,

saying. Oh my Lord, that I should have
kTiown thee so late ! She did also make a

ayer to the Virgin Mciry-, the two last days

of the week. She could utter no v/ord, but

by kissing the crucifix, endeavoring the cross-

ing herself, she gave an evidence of her faith.

She died Saturday the 24th of November, at

three o'clock in the afternoon. The next
day the Priest did commend the woman's
soul to the prayers of the congregation in

the mass : In the afternoon she was honor-
ably buried in the church yard next to the
church, close to the body of the Justice

Peace's Vvife ; all the people being present at

her funeral. The same day in the evening
Mr. AiericI w'lxh. an English woman, went to

Esther Jcnes ; she did at first disdain, but a

little after she -confessed there were seven sac-

raments, Christ's body present, the sacra-

ment of the mass, the inequality of power a-

mong the pastors of the church ; and being

returned to wait by her all night long, he
read and expounded to her some part of tho

G
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Catholic confession of faith to her satisfac-

tion. About midnight he asked her, wheth-
er she might not confess her sins ? 1 doubt
not but 1 may, said she. And two hours after,

she made unto him fervent confession of all

the sins of her whole life. When he said, he
was to offer Christ to his Father for her ; she

liked it very well. The superior of the nuns
being come in to see her, she now desired

that she might receive Christ's body before

she died. She did also show Mrs. Stilson a

great mind to receive the sacrament of Ex-
treme unction ; and said, that if ever she

should recover and get home, she would
have reproached the Ministers for their neg-

lecting that sacrament, so plainly command-
ed by St, james. In the afternoon, after she

had begged pardon for her wavering, and
the Catholic Confession of Faith was read a-

loud to her in the hearing of Mr. Craston,

Mrs. Stilscn, and another English woman,
and she owned the same ; about seven o'clock

the same day, she said to Mr. Dubison, Shalt

not they give me the holy communion ?

But her tonsfue was then so thick that she

could hardly swallow any thing. She was

then anointed with holy oil : But before,

she said to Mr. Meriei, why have you not

yef, Sir, forgiven my sins ? In the night fol-

lowing, that Priest and Mr. Dubison were
continually by her ; and sometimes praying

to God in her name, and praying to the Vir-
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gin Mary, and other Saints. She said also,-

I believe all : I am very glad Christ was of-

fered to his Father for me. Six or seven

hours before she died, a Crucifix was shew-

ed to her by Mr. Dubison ; she took it and
laid it upon her heart, and kissed it ; and
then the nuns hanged it with a pair of beads

upon her neck. A little before she died,

Mr. Dubison asked her to pray for him in

heaven ; she promised him : So she gave up
the gost, at ten of the oclock the 27th of

November, whilst the high Mass was saying
;

she was soon commended to the prayers.

On the fourth day of the week following was
buried, after the Mass had been said for her :

she was laid by Abigal Turbet.

Jan, 2id^ 1705-6.

I have here transcribed the letter in the

very words of it, without the least alteration i

the same for substance was sent to several

other captives. When I had this letter 1

presently knew it tQ be Merhrs composing;
but the messenger who brought the letter,

brought word that my son had embraced
their religion. Afterwards when some blam-
ed him for letting me know of it, because
(they said) they feared my sorrow would
shorten my days ; he toid me, he thought
with himself, that if he was in my case, he
lihould be willing to know the worst, and
therefore told me, as he would have desired

to have known if in my place. I thanked
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him, acknowledging it a favor to let me know
of it : But the news was ready to overwhelm
xne wkh grief and sorrow. I made my com-
plaint to God, and mourned before him ;

sorrow and anguish took hold upon me. I

asked of God to direct me v/hat to do, and
how to write, and find an opportunity of
conveying a letter to him ; and committed
this difficulty to his providence. I now found
a greater opposition to a patient, quiet,^ hum-
ble resignation to the will of God^ than I

should otherwise have known, if not so

tried. Kere I thought of my afflictions and
trials y my wife and two children killed, and
many of my neighbors ; and myself, and so

many of my children and friends in a Popish

captivity, separated from our children, not

capable to corne to them to instruct th.em in

the way they ought to go ; and cunning
crafty enemies, using all their suhtilty to in-

sinuate into young ones, such principles as

would be pernicious. 1 thought with myself

how happy many others were in that they

had their children with them, under all ad-

vantages to brirg them up in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord ; whilst we were
separated one from another, and our children

in great peril of embracing damnable doct-

rines. Oh ! that all parents who read this

history, would bless God for the advantages

they have of educating their children, and.

faithfully improve it !—1 mourned when I
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thought with myself, that I had one child

with the Macquas, a second turned to PoperVj

and a little child of six years of age, in dan-

ger from a child to be instructed in Popery ;
~

and knew full well, that all endeavors would
be used to prevent my seeing or speaking

with them. But in the midst of all these,

God gave me a secret hope, that he would
magnify his power and free grace, and disap-

point all their crafty designs. When I looked

on the right hand, and on the left, all refuge
'

failed, and none shewed any care for my scuL

But God brought that word to uphold me ;

Who is able to do exceeding abundantly above

what we can ask or think. As also that, Is

any thing too hardfor God ? I prayed to God
to direct me ; and wrote very short the first

time, and in general terms, fearing lest if I

should write about things in controversy,

my letter would not come to him. I there=

fore addressed him with the following kttero

Son Samuel, 'iP

YOUR's of January 23d, I receivedp

and with it had the tidings that you had
made an abjuration of the Protestant faith for

the Romish ; news that 1 heard with the
most distressing, afflicting, sorrowful spiritj

that ever I heard any news. Oh 1 I pity you>
! mourn over you day and night !—-Oh i I

pity your weakness, that through the crafti-

G 2
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ness of man, you are turned from the sim^-

pUcity of the gospel ! I persuade myself you
have done it through ignorance. Gh !

why have you neglected to ask a father's ad-

vice in an affair of so great importance as tha

change '^ of religion ; God knows that the

catechism in which I instructed you, is ac-

cording to the word of God ; and so will be

found in the day of judgment. Oh! con*

sider and bethink yourself what you have
done ! And whetheryou ask me or not, my
poor child, I cannot but pray for you, that,

you may be recovered out ©f the snare you
are taken in. Read the Bible ;

pray in secret ;

make Christ's righteousness your only plea

before God, for justification ; beware of all

immorality, and of profaning God'sSabbaths^
Let a father's advice be asked for the future,*,

in all things of weight and moment. What^

is a man profited if he gain ilu whole worlds and
lose his own soul ? Or luhai shall aman give i?^

exchange for his soul? \ desire to be humbled
under the mighty hand of God thus afflict-

ing me : I.would not do as you have done
for ten thousand worlds. My heart akea.

"within me, but I will yet wait upoa the.

Lord ; to him will I commit your case day.

and night : He can perform all things for me.
and mine ; and can yet again recover you
from your fall. He is z. Godforgiving iniqui-

ty^ transgression and sin : To the Lord our God
belong forgivenesses, though we have rebelled*



O? JOHN WILLIAMS. f3

I charge you not to be instrumental toensnars

your poor brother Warham, or any other,

and so add. sin to sin. Accept of my love,

and do not forsake a fiither's advice, who
above all things desires that your soul may
be saved in the day of the Lord;

WHAT I mournfully wrote, I followed

v^ith my poor cries to God in heaven to make
effectual, to cause in him a consideration of

what he had done. God saw what a proud
heart 1 had and what need I had to be an-

swered out of the whirlwind, that I might
be humbled before him. Not having any
answer to my letter for some weeksy I wrote
the following letter, as I was enabled of God
and sent to him by a faithful hand ; which
by the blessing of God, was made effectual

for his good, and the good of others^ who
had fallen to Popery ; and for the establish^

ing and strengthening others to resist the es*

says of the adversary to truth. God brought
good out of evrl, and made what was design*

ed to promote their interest, an occasion cf
shame to them.

Son Samuel,

I Have waited till now for an answer from
you, hoping to hear from you, why you
made an abjuration of the Protestant faith,

for the Romish. But since you continue to
neglect to write *-• Me about it, as you neg-

lected to take ai. 'vice or counsel from a^
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father, when you did it ; I cannot forbear

writing again, and making some reflectiangS

on the letter you wrote me last, about thi

two women. It seems to me, from those

words of Abigail Turhet's in your letter, or

rather of Mr. MerieFs which you transcrib-

ed for him—" Abigail Turbei sentfor Mr. Mer-
iel, she cominiiied her soul into his hand, and
ivas ready to do whatsoever he pleased'*—I say,

it seems rational to believe, that she had not
the use of her reason ; it is an expression to

be abhorred by all who have any true sense

ofreligion. Was Mr. Meriel a God, a Christ ?

Could he bear to hear such words and not

reject them ; replying, " Do not commit
your soul into my hands, but see that you
commit your soul into the hands of God
through Christ Jesus, and do whatever God :

commands you in his holy word : as for me,

I am a creature, and cannot save your soul,

but will tell you of Acts 4. 12, Neither is

there salvation in any other ; for there is no

other name under heaven given among men, .

ivhereby we ?nust be saved.** Had he been a

faithful minister of Jesus Christ, he woud
have said, 'tis an honor due to Christ alone.

The holy Apostle says, AW unt&hi?n that is

able to keep you, andpresent you faultless before

the presence of his glory .^ with exceeding joy to

the only wise God our Savior, be gltry and maj-

€sty, dominion and power, both now and ever^

Amen, Jude 24-5 25, verses, As to what you -^
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write about praying to the Virgin Mary, and
other Saints, I make this reply ; Had Mr.
Meriel done his duty, he should have said to

them as, 1 Job- 2. 1,2. If any man sin ive have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the

righteous ; and he is the propitiationfor our sins.

The scriptures say, There is one God, and one

Mediator between God and Man, the Man
Christ Jesus. Yea, Christ said. Go and
preach, He that belkveth and is baptized shall

be saved. The Apostle in Gal. 1.8. saith.

But though we or an angelfrom Heaven preach

any other gospel to you, than that we havepreach'

ed to you let him be accursed. They never

preached praying to the Virgin Mary, or
other Saints. As you would be saved, hear
what the Apostle saith, Heb. 4, 1 3, &c. Net--

ther is there any creature that is not majiifest in

his sight y but all things are naked and open

unto the eyes of hi?n with whom we have to da.

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest

that is entered into the heavens, fesus the Son

of God, let us holdfast eur profession ; for we
have not an high priest that cannot be touched

with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all

points tempted like as we are, yet without

sin ; lit us therefore come boldly unto the throne

of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need. Which words
do hold forth, how that Christ Jesus is in

every respect qualified to be a mediator and
intercessor \ and 1 am sure they cannot be.
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applied to any mere creature to make them
capable of our religious trust. When Ro-
man Catholics have said all they can, they

are not able to prove that the Saints in heav-

en have a knowledge of what prayers are di-

rected to them. Some say they know them
one way, others say they have the knowledge
of them another way : And that which they

have fixed upon as most probable to them,'

is that they know of them from their behold-

ing the face of God ; seeing God they know
these prayers. But this is a great mistake.

Though the Saints see and know God in a

glorious manner, yet they have not an infin-

ite knowledge ; and it does no ways follow,

that because they set God, they know all

prayers that are directed to them upon the

earth. And Gcd has no where in his word
told us, that the saints have such a knowl-

edge. Besides, were it a thing possible for

them to have a knowledge of what prayers

are directed to them, it does not follov/ that

they are to be prayed to, or have religious

homage confered upon them. 1 he Rom.an-

isXscan neither give one scripture precept or

example for praying to them : But God has

provided a Mediator, who knows all our pe-

titions, and is faithful and merciful enough
;

and we have both scripture, precept and ex-

ample to look to him as our mediator and

advocate with the Father. Further, it can-

not, be proved that it is consistent with the:
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Saints being creatures, as well as with their

happiness, to have a knowledge of prayers

from allpartsof the world at the same time,

from many millions together, about things so

vastly differing one from another ; and then

to present those supplications for all that look

to them, is not humility, but willworship.

Cpl. '2. 18. Let no man beguile you ofyour re^

ward, in a voluntary humility^ worshiping of
angels, ver. 2:^. Which things indeed have a
shew of zvisdo'/n, and willworship^ and humility.

For what humility can it be to disturb the

way that God has provided and encouraged
us to come to him in, and impose upon God
a way of our own devising ? Was not God
angry with ferohoam^ for imposing upon
him after such a sort ? 1 Kings 1 2. 33, So

he offered upon the altar which he had made in

Bethel^ the fifth day of the eighth months which
he devised ofhis own heart, therefore Christ

saith, Mark 7. 7. Howbeit, in vain do they

worship me. teachingfor doctrines the command-
ments ofmen. Before the coming of Christ,

and his entering into heaven vj an interces-

sor
;
(Heb. 7. 2.5. Wherefore he is able to save

them to the uttermost that ccme to God by him,

jeeing he ever livcth to make intercession for
them) I say, betore Christ's entering into

heaven as an intercessor, not one -fvord of
any prayer to Saints : What reason can be
given that now there is, of so many Saints to

make intercession ; when Christ as a Priest
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entered into heaven to make intercession for

us ? I he answer the Romanists give is a very-

fable and falshood ; namely, that there were
no Saints in heaven, till after the ascension

of Christ, bur were reserved in a place called

Limbus Patrum- and so had not the beatifical

vision. See Gen. 5. 24-. Enoch walked with

God and was not, for God took him. If he was
not taken into heaven, what can be the sense

of those words, For God took him ? Again 2

Kings 2. "J. When the Lord would takeu p
Eiijah into heaven by a whirlwind, ver 1 1.

There appeared a chariot ofjire, and horses of

fire, andpartedthem both asunder^ and Elijah went

up bya whirlwind intoheaven. Must thetruthof

the scripture be called in question to uphold

their notions ? Besides, it is not consistent

with reason to suppose that Enoch and Elias

instead of having a peculiar privilege vouch-

safed to them, for their eminency in holiness,

should be less happy for so long a time than

the rest of the saints deceased, who are glori-

fied in heaven ; which must be, if they are

yet kept and must he till the day of judgment

out of heaven, and the beatifical vision, in

an earthly Paradise, according to somie of

the Romanists ; or in some other place they

know not where, according to others. Re-

ligious worship is not to be given to the

creature, Mat. 4,9, 10 and saith, All these

things zvili I give thee, if thou wilt fall dotvn and

worship me. Then saith Jesus to him, Get
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ihee hence Satan, for it is written. Thou shalt

worship the Lord thy God^ and him only shalt

thou serve. That phrase. And him only shalt

thou serve, excludes all creatures. Rev. 22.

8, 9. Ifell down to worship before the feet of the

angel, which shewed me these thirigs ; then saith

he to me, see thou do it not, for lam thy fellow

servant, and ofthy brethren the prophets^ and of
Hjem which keep the sayings of this book—wor-

ship God. Which plainly shews, that God
only is to be worshiped with a religious

worship. None can think that Saint fohn
intended to give the highest divine worship
to the Angel, who saith, do not fall dowa
and worship me ; it is God's due. Worship

God. So Acts 10. 25, 26. As Peter was com-

ing in Cornelius met him andfell down at his feet

and worshiped him ; but Peter took him up^

saying, stand up, I myselfam a man. See also

Lev. 19. 10. The words of the second com-
mandment (which the Romanists either

leave out, or add to the first commandment,
saying, Thou shalt have no other Gods before

me, adding b*<:.) I say, the words of the sec-

ond commandment are, Thou shalt not maks
to thyselfany graven i?nage, or any likeness of a--

ny thing that is in heaven above, or that is in

the earth beneath, or thai is in the waters under

the earth ; thou shalt not bow down thyself to

them, nor serve them,for I the Lord thy God
am aJealous God, &c. These words being in-

serted in the letter thac came from your
H
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brother Eleazerm New England the last sum-
mer, was the cause of the letter's being sent

down from Mont Royal, and not given to you,
when so near you ; as I suppose, there being

no other clause of the letter that could be
objected against ; and the reason why found
at Quebec, when I sent it to you a second
time enclosed in a letter written by myself.

The brazen Serpent made by divine appoint-

ment as a type of Christ, when abused to

superstition, has by reforming Hezekiah

broken in pieces. As to what the Roman-
ists plead about the lawfulness of image and
Saint worship, from those likenesses of

things made in Solomon's temple, it is noth-

ing to the purpose. We do not say it is un-

lawful to make or have a picture, but those

carved images were not in the temple to be

adored, bowed down to, or worshiped.

There is no manner of consequence, that be-

cause there were images made in Solomon's

temple, that were not adored and worship-

ed, thk therefore it is now lawful to make
and fall down before images, and pray to

them, and so worship them. Religious wor-
shiping of Saints, cannot be defended from,

but is forbidden in the scriptures ; and for

fear of losing their disciples, the Romanists

keep away from them the Bible, and oblige

them to believe as they say they must be-

lieve. As though there was no use to be

made of our reason above our souls j and
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yet the Bereans were counted noble for

searching the scriptures to see whether the

things preached by 8t. Paul were so or no.

They dare not allow you liberty to speak

with your father, or others, for fear their er-

rors should be discovered to you.

Ag^aln, you write that *' Esther Jones con°

fessed that there was an inequality of power
among the pastors of the church.'* An ar-

gument to convince the world, that because

the Priests in fallacious ways, caused a wom-
an distempered with a very high fever, if not

distracted, to say, she confessed there was an
inequality of power among the pastors of the

church, therefore all the world are obliged

to believe that there is a Pope ; an argument
to be sent from Da?i to Beersheba, every

where, where any English captives are, to

gain their belief of a Pope. Can any ration-

al man think, that Christ in the seventeenth

chapter of Mathew, gave St. Peter such a

pov.'er as the Papists speak of ; or that the

disciples so understood Christ ? when imme-
diately there arose a dispute among them.
Who should be the greatest in the kingdo?n of
heaven? Mat. 18. 1. At the sahie time came
the disciples of Jesus saying, who is the greatest

in the kingdom ofheaven ? The Rock spoken of

in the seventeenth of Matthew^ was not the

person of Peter ^ but the confession made by
hini ; and the same power is given to all the

Disciples, if you compare one scripture with
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another; not one word in any place ©f scrip-

ture of such a vicarship power as a Pope,

nor any solid foundation of proof that Peter

had a greater authority than the rest of the

Apostles. 1 Cor. 4. 6. That you might learn

in us, not iif think of men above that tuhich is

written. Yea, the Apostle condemns them,
1 Cor. 1. 1'2,, for their contentions, One say.*

ingylam of Paul^Iam, of Apollos^ and I of Ce-

-phas ; no more of Peter*s being a foundation

than any of the rest. For we are built upon

the foundation ofthe Apostles and Prophets fe-
sus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.

Not one word in any oi Peter's epistles show-
ing that he had a greater power than the

other Apostles. Nay,, if the scriptures give

any preference it is to Saint Paid rather than

.Saint Peter. 1 Cor. 3. 10. According to the

grace of God which is given, to me^ as a wisie

viaster builder^ I have laid the foundation. 1 Cor.

5. 3. 4-. For I verily as absent in body but present

in spirit, havejudged already as though I wene

present^ concerning him that, hath so dme this

deed : In the name of our Lord f^sus Christy

when we are gathered togethfr^ and my spirit^

'with the power of our Lord, yesus Chrits

"i^c. 1 Cor. 7. 1,. l^ozv concerning the ihi7igs

whereofye wrote to me ; application made not

to St. Peter but Paid, for the decision of a

controversy of scripture, 1 Cor. 11.2. Now
I praise you, brethren^ that you remember me in

all things, and keep the ordinance as I delivered

ihemtoyou^ Either those spoken of Acts 15,
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or in his ministry and epistles, 2 Cor. 2. 10*

for your sakeforgave I it, in the penon of Chrisf.

'2 Cor. 11.28. That which comeih upon me

daily
<i
the care of all the Churches. 2 Cor. 12.

11, J 2. For in nothing am 1 behind the very

chiefest of the Apostles^ though I be nothing : Tru-

iy thefigns of an Apofile were wrought among

you in all patience, in ftgns and wondt'rs and

mighty deeds ; and in other places. Again,

if you consult Acts 1 5, where you have an

account of the first Synod or Council, you
will find that the counsel or sentence of the

Apostle Jarnes is followed, verse 1©. Where-
fore my sentence is, &c. not a word that St.

Peter was chief. Again, you find Peier him-

self sent forth by the other Apostles ; Acts

8. l*. The Apostle^fent unto them Peter and

John* When the church of the Jews found

fault with Peter for going into the Gentiles

when he went to Cornelius, he does not says^

why do you question me, or call me to an
account ? I am Christ's Vicar on earth.

When Paul reproved Peter, Gal. 2. he does

not defend himself by mentioning an infalli-

bility in himself as Christ's Vicar, or reprove

Paul for his boldness.

The Roman Catholic Church cart not be a

true church of Christ, in that it makes laws

directly contrary to the commands of Christ.

As for example^ in withholding the wine or
the cup from the laity, in the Lord's supper

;

when as Christ commands the same to drink
who were to cat. Their evasion that the

H 2
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blood is in the body, and so they partake of

both in eating, is a great fallacy built on a

false foundation of Transubstantiation. For
when men eat, they cannot be said to drinkj,

which. Christ commands ; for. Christ com-
mands that we take up the cup and drinkj

which is not done in eating ; besides the

Priests themselves will not be so put ofiF*

The words^ This is my body, do only intend,

this doth signify or represent my body;,
which will appear if yoU: compare scripture

with scripture ; for after the conseerations»

,

the Holy Ghost calls it bread, and the fruit

of the vine. Exod.. 12, 1 1. It is the Lord'i

paj/over ; that isy it represents it. In. all the

Evangelists, you. read of killing and eating

the passover, a few lines or verses before

these words, This is my body ; which plainly

show, that our Savior in the same,way of

figurative expression speaks-of the gospel sao-

rament. If these words were taken as the

Romanists expounded th^u,. he must eat his

own body himselfj.whole and entire in his

own hands ; and after that eaclj one of the

disciples eat him. entire, and.yet he sit at the

rable whole, untouched at the same time j

contradictions impossible to be defended by
any rational arguments. Yea,, his whole

body must be now in heavenj and in a thour

sand other places, and in the mouth of eve=

ry communicant at the same time, and that

iiQthas a broken,ai\d unbroken sacrifice, and
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be subject to putrefaction. Christ is said to

be a door, a true vine, a way, a Rock. What
work shall we make, if we expound these in

a litteral manner ; as the Romanists do, when
they say. This is my body^ is meant of the real

body of Christ in the Eucharist ? It is said I

Cor. 10. 4, And did all drink of the same

spiritual drink^for they drank of that spiritual

Rock that followed theniy and that Rock was
Christ, Was Christ literally a Rock, think

you ? Yea it is absurd to believe, that a Priest

uttering a few words over a wafer not above
an inch square, can make it a God, or the

body of Christ entire as it was offered on
the cross. A blasphemy, to pretend to a
power of making God at their pleasure ; and
then eat him, and give him to others to be

eaten or shut him up in their altars ; that

they can utter the ^me words, and make
a God or not make a God, according to their

intention ; and that the people are obliged

to believe that it is God, and so adore it,

when they never heard any word of conse-

cration, nor know the Priest*s intention.

As to v/hat you write about the Holy
Mass, I repJy, it is wholly an human inven-

tion ; not a word of such a sacrifice in the

whole bible ;. it is being a sacrifice propitia-

tory daily to be oflfered, is contrary to the

holy scriptures. Heb. 7. 27. Who needeth nut

daily, as these high priests, to offer up sacrifice

firstfor his own sins, and thenfor the peoples. ;
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for this he did once, when he offered up himrelfi

And yet the Romanists say, there is need
that he be offered up as a sacrifice to God ev-

ery day. Heb. 9. 1 2. By his own blood he en^

iered in once into the holy place, having obtained

eternal redemptionfor us, 25, 26, 27, 28. Nor
yet that he should offer himfelf often, as the high

priest entereth int^the holy place, every year with

the blood of others ' For then must he often have

suffered since the foundation of the world. But
now once in the'endofthe world, hath he appear-

ed to put away sin by the sacrifice ofhimself. A^
it is appointed unto men once to die, hut efter this

thejudgmenf : So Christ was cnce offered to bear

the sins of many. Heb. 10. 10. By which will

we are sanctified^ through the offering of the body

if Jefus Chrifi oncefor all. Verse i 2. But this

man after he had offered one sacrifice for sins.,

forever sat down on the right hand of God, Verse

14. For by one offering he hath perfectedforever

them that are sanctified. By which scriptures

you may see that the Mass is not of divine

appointment, b«t an human invention. Their

evasion of a bloody and unbloody sacrifice, is

a flam ; the holy scriptures speak not one

word, of Christ being oiFered as a sacrifice

propitiatory, after such a sort as they cill an

unbloody sacrifice. All the ceremonies of

the Mass are human inventions, that God
never commanded.

As to what is in the letter about praying

&r the women after their death is very ridic-
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ulous. For, as a tree falls, so it lies ; as death

leaves, judgment will find : No change

after death from an afflicted to an happy

place and state. Purgatory is a fancy,

for the enriching the clergy, and impov-

erishing the laity. The notion of it a fatal

snare to many souls, who sin with hopes of

easy getting priestly absoliftions at death,"

and buying off torments with their money.
The soul at death goes immediately to judg-

ment, and so to heaven or hell. No authen-

tic place of scripture mentions so much as

one word of any such place or state. Mr.
M^nW told me, " If I found one iTror in our

religion, it was enough to cause me to dis-

own our whole religion." By his argument
you may see what reason you have to avoid

that religion that is so full of errors.

Bethink yourself, and consult the scrip-

tures, if you can get them, (1 mean the Bi-

ble) Can you think their religion is right,

when they are afraid to let you have 211

English Bible ? or to speak with your father,

or other of your Christian neighbors, for fear

they would give you such convictions of
truth, that they cannot remove ? Can that

religion be true, that cannot bear an examina-
tion from the scriptures, that are a perfect

rule in matters of faith ? or that must be up-
held by ignorance, especially ignorance of

the hoiy scriptures ?
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These things have I written as in my heart

1 believe. I long for your recovery, and
will not cease to pray for it. I am now
a man of a sorrowful spirit, and look
upon your fall as the most aggravating

f

circumstance of my afflictions ; and am
persuaded that no pains will be wanting,
to prevent me from seeing or speab-

ing with you ; but I know that God's grace

is all sufficient : He is able to do abundantly

above what lean ask or think. Do not give

way to discouragement as to your return to

New England : Read over what 1 have writ-

ten; and keep it with you, if you can ; you
have no friend on earth that wisheth your
eternal salvation more heartily than your
father. I long to see and speak with you,
but I never forget you ; my love to you, and
to your brother and sister, and to all our fel-

low prisoners. Let me hear from you as of-

ten as you can. 1 hope God will appear for

us before it be long.

There are a great many other things in the

letter, that deserve to be refuted, but I shall

be too tedious in remarking them all at once.

Yet would not pass over that passage in the

letter, that Esther Jones confessed that there

were Seven Sacraments. To which I answer,

that some of the most learned of the Romish
religion confessed (without the distracting

pains ofa violent fever)and left itonrecordin

print, that it cannot be convincingly made
out from scripture, that there are seven sac-
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raments ; and that their most incontestable

proof is from tradition, and by their tradi-

tions they might have found seventeen as

well as seven : Considering that four Popes

successively spent their lives in purging and
correcting old authors. But no men can out

of the holy scriptures, prove any more than

two sacraments of divine institution, under
the New Testament, namely, Baptism and
the Lord's supper. If you make the scrip-

tures a perfect rule of faith, as you ought to

do, you cannot believe as the Komish church

believes. Oh ! see that you sanctify the Lord
himself in your heart, and make him your
fear and your dread. Fear not them that

can kill the body, and after that have no
more that they can do ; but rather fear him
that has power to destroy both soul and
body in hell fire. The Lord have mercy up-

on you, and shew you mercy for the worthi-

ness and righteousness sake of Jesus Christ,

our great and glorious Redeemer and advo-

cate, who makes intercession for transgres-

sors. My prayers are daily to God for you,

your brother and sister, yea and for all my
children and fellow prisoners. I am your
afflicted and sorrowful father,

juHN WILLIAMS.
Cbateauviche, Murch, 22, 1706.

GOD who is gloriously free and rich in

his grace to vile sinners, was pleased to bless

poor and weak means for the recovery ofmy
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child so taken, and gave me to see, that he
did not say to the house of Jacob, seek you
me in vain. Oh ! that every reader would
in every difficulty make him their refuge ;

he is an hopeful stay. To alleviate my sor-

row, I received the following letter in answer
to mine.

Mont Royal^ May 12, 17o6.

Honored Father,

I received your letter which you sent

by , which good letter I thank you for,

and for the good counsel which you gave me ;

I desire to be thankful for it, and hope it

will be for the good of my soul. I may say

as in Psalms, The sorrows of death compajfed me,

and the pains of h II got hold on me : I found^

trouble andforrow, then called I upon the name

ofthe Lord ; Lord, 1 beseech thee^ deliver my

soul ! Gracious is the Lord and righteous, yea our

Ged is merciful. As for what you ask me a-

bout making an abjuration of the Protestant

faith for the Romish, I durst not write so

plain as I would, but hope to see and dis-

course with you. I am sorry for the sin I

Eave committed in changing religion, for

which I am greatly to blame. You may
know that Mr. Meriel the school master, and

others, were continually at me about it ; at

last I gave over to it, for which I am very

sorry. As for that letter you had from me,
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it was a letter transcribed for Mv. Mcr'::l j

and for what he saith about Abigail Turbet^

and Esther Jones, no body heard them but

he, as I understand. I desire your prayers

to God for me, to deliver me from my sins*

Oh remember me in your prayers ! 1 anj

your dutiful son, ready to take your coun»

sel*

Samuel Williams,

THIS Priest Mr. Meriel, has brought many
letters to him, and bid him write them over

and send them, and so he has done for many
others. By this, as also my Mrs. Stilsori's

saying, " She dees not think that either of

these women did change their religion before

their death ;" she affirms also, " that often-

times during their sickness, whilst they had
the use of their reason, they protested against

the Romish religion and faith." It is evi-

dent that these women never died Papists,

but that it was a wily stratagem of the Priests

to advance their religion ; for letters Vv^ere

sent immediately after their death, to use
this as a persuasive argument to gain others.

But God in his Providence gave in farther

4:onviction of their fallaciousness in this mat-
ter.

For the last summer, one Biggilozu of Marl-
boTougbi a captive at Mont Rnval, was very-

sick in the hospital, and in the judgment of
alL was a sickness to death. Thea the Priests

I
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I'.nd others gave out, that he was turned to

be of their religion, and taken into their

communion. But contrary to their ei-ipect*

ation, he was brought back from the gates

of death, and would comply with none of

their rites ; saying, that whilst he had the

use of his reason, he never spake any thing

in favor of their religion ; and that he never

disowned the Protestant faith, nor would he

210W. So that they were silenced and put to

^hame.
There is no reason to think that these tw©

.women were any more Papists than he ; but

they are dead and cannot speak. One of

-the witnesses spoken of in the foremention-

ed letters, told me, she knew of no such

thing ; and said Mr. Merkl told her, that he
never heard a more fervent and affectionate

prayer, than one which Esther Jones made a

little before her death. 1 am verily persuad-'

ed, that he calls that prayer to God, so full

of affection and fervor, the confession made
by her of the sins of her whole life. '1 hese

two women always in their health, and so ia

their sickness, opposed all Popish principles ;

as all that knew them can testify, so long as

they could be permited to go and speak

with them. One of these women vi-'as taken

from the Eastivard, and the other, namely,

F-sfker Jcnes from JSorthavipton.
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At Quebec.

In the beginning of March, 7 706, Mk
Sbeldjn came again to Canada, with letters

from his Excellency our Governor, at which
time I was a few days at Quebec. And when
1- was there, one night about ten o'clock,

there was an Earthquake, that made a report

like a cannon, and made the houses to trem-

ble : It was heard and felt many leagues, all

along the island of St. Lawrence, and other

places. When Mr. Sbelden came the second

time, the adversaries did what they could to

retard the time of our return, to gain time

to seduce our young ones to Popery. Such
were sent away who were ungainable, and
most of the younger sort still kept. Some
still flattered with promises of reward, and
great essays to get others married among
them. One debauched, and then in 24?

hours of time published, taken into their

communion and married ; but the poor soul

has had time since to lament her sin and fol-

ly, with a bitter cry ; and asks your prayers,

that God of his sovereign grace would yet

bring her out of the horrible pit, she has

thrown herself into. Her name was Rachel
Stores, oi Wells,

In April, one Zebedlab Williams^ of our
town died ; he was a very hopeful and pi-

ous young man, v/ho carried himself so in
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bis captivity, as to edify several of the En-
glish, and recover one fallen to Popery, tak-

en the last war ; though some were enraged
•against h'nii on these accounts

;
yet even the

French where he sojourned, and with whom
he conversed, would say he was a good man ;,

one that was very prayerful to God, and
Mudiotis and painful in reading the holy

scriptures : A man of a good understandings

i\ desirable conversation : In the beginning
rf his last sickness he made me a visit (be-

fore be went to the hospital at Quebec) to my
'great satisfaction, and our mutual consola-

tion and comfort in our captivity, as he had
;>;everal times before, living not above two
miles from m.e over the river, at the island

of St. Lawrence, about six weeks or two
months. After his death, the French told

me Zebediab was gone to hell, and damned ;

ioVy said they, he has appeared since his death

to one Joseph Egerl)', (an Englishman, who
•was taken the last war) in flaming fire, tel-

ling bim, he v/as damned forrefusing to em--

brace the Romish religion, when such pains

were used to bring him to the true faith %,.

, nd for being intitrumcnial to draw him a-

^vay from the RomiGh communion, forsak-

hig the Idass ; and was therefore now-come
.'o advertise him of his danger i—-I told them

liudged it to be a Popish lie ; saying, I bless

CDd, our religion needs no lies to uphold,

;i)?intaiD and establish it» as theirs did. But
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ihey aflirmed it to be true, telling itie how
God approved of their religion, and witness-

ed miraculously against ours. But I still

told them, I was persuaded his soul was in

heaven, and that their reports were only de-

vised fables to seduce souls. For several

weeks they affirmed it, telling me, that all

w^ho came over the river from th^ island af-

firmed it to be a truth. I begged of God
to blast this hellish design of theirs, so that

in the issue it might be to render their relig*

ion more abominable, and that they mighc
not gain one soul by such a. stratagem. Ai-
ter some weeks had passed in such assertions.

there came one into my landlord's house, af-

firming it to be a truth reported of Zebedioh
y

saying, Jossph Egerly had been over the riv-

er, and told one of our neighbors this story.

After a few hours I sav/ that neiglibor ; and
asked him, whether he had seen Egerly late-

ly ? He said, Yes.—What news told he you ?

None, said he. Then I told him what v/as

affirmed- as a truth. He answered, Egerly

said nothing like this to him, and he was per-

suaded that he would have told him, if there

had been any truth in it. About a week af-

ter came one John Bouli from the island of
St, Lawrence, a lad taken from Newfoundland^
a very serious sober lad of about seventeen
years of age ; he had often before come over
with Zehcdiah to visit me. At his cominc!;

n. he mUvh lamented th? los;- 'oi Zebediab^^^
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and told me, that for several weeks they had
told him the same story, affirming it to be a

truth, and that Egerly was so awakened by^

it, as to go again to mass every day; urging
him, since God in such a miraculous way of-

fered such conviction of the truth of their

religion, and the falshood and danger of ours,
to come over to their religion, cr else his.

damnation would be dreadfully aggravated.

He said he could have no rest for them day
and night ; but (said he) I told them their

religion v/as contrary to the word of God,
and therefore I would not embrace it ; and
Uiat I did not believe what they said. And
says he to me, one day I was sitting in the

house, and Egerly came in, and i spake to him
before the whole family (in the French
tongue, for he could not speak much En-
glish) and asked him of this story ; he an-

swered, it is a great falshood ; saying, he

never appeared to me, nor have 1 ever re-

ported any such thing to any body ; and
that he had never been to the Mass since

Zebediah's death. At the hearing of which
they were silenced and put to shame. We
blessed God together for discovering their

wickedness, and disappointing them in what
they aimed at ; and prayed God to deliver

us and all the captives from delusions, and
recover them who had fallen, and so parted.

After which I took my pen and wrote a let-

itex to one Mr, Samuel HtU^ an English cap-



Of- JOHN WILLI AM3. iO^

tive, taken from IVti/s, who lived at Quebec.

and his Drother Ebenezer Hill, to make 7 dis-

covery of this lying plot, and to warn them
of their danger, and assure them of the fals-

hood of this report ; but the letter fell into

the hands of the Priests, and was never deliv-

ered. This £^2^/)' came borne with us, so

that they gained nothing but shame by their

:rtratagem.—God often disappoints the crafty

devices of wicked men.
In the latter end of summer, they told me,

they had news from Nezv England, by one
who had been a captive at Boston, who said

that the ministers at Boston had told the

French captives, that the Protestant religion

was the only true, religion ; and that as a

confirmation of it, they would raise a dead
person to life before their eyes, for thei?

conviction ; and that having persuaded ond
to feign himself dead, they came and prayed
over him, and then commanded him in the

name of Christ (whose religion they kept
pure) to arise ; they called and commanded,
but he never arose ; so that instead of rais-

ing the dead, they killed the living*; which
the bereaved relations discovered^ I told

them, it was an old lie and calumny against

Luther and Calvin, new vamped, and that

they only change the persons and place. But
they affirm it to be a truth. I told them, I

wondered they were so fond of a faith pro°
pagated, and then. jnaintaiQedi by lying

words.
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We were always out of hopes of being re-

turned before winter, the season proving so

cold in the latter end of September, and were
praying to God to prepare our hearts with
an holy submission to his will, to glorify his

holy name in a way of passive obediencCi

in the winter. For my own part, I was in-

formed by several who came from the city^

that the Lord intendant said, if More rs-

turned and brought word that Baitis was in

prison, he would put me in prison, and lay

me in irons. Tkey would not permit me to

go into the city, saying, I always did harm
when I came to the city. And if at any
time I was at the city^ they would persuade

the Governor to send me back again.

In the beginning of last June, the superior

of the Priests came to the parish where I was,

and told me, he saw L wanted my friend

Captain de Beauvilki and that 1 was ragged.

But says he, your obstinacy against our re-

ligion, discurages from providing, better

cloathsi I told him, it was better going in a

ragged coat, than with a ragged conscience.

In the beginning of last June, went out an

army of five hundred Macquas and Indians,

with an intention to have fallen on some
Enfrlish towns dowr. Co}2?2eciicut river : but

lighting on a Scatacook Indian, who ran away
in the night, they were discouraged ; saying,

he .would, alarm the whole country. About-:
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fifty, as some say,, or eighty, as others, re-

turned. Thus God restrained their wrath.

When they were promising themselves an-

other winter, to draw away the English to

Popery, came news of an English brigantine

a coming ; and that the honorable Captain

Samuel Appleton, Esq. was coming ambas-

sador to fetch off the captives, and Captain

John Bonner, with him. I cannot teli you
how the clergy and others, labored to stop

many of the prisoners. To some liberty, to

some money, and yearly pensions were offer-

ed, if they would stay. Some they urged to

tarry at least till the spring of the year ; tel-

ling them it was so late in the year, they
would be lost by shipwreck, if they went
now ; some younger ones they told, if they

went home they would be damned and
burnt in hell forever, to affright them ; day
and night they were urging them to stay.

And I was threatened to be sent aboard, with-

out a permission to come ashore again, if I

should again discourse with any of the En-
glish, who were turned to their religioiii

At Mont Royal fspecially ail crafty endeavors
were used to stay the English. I hey told

my child, if he would stay, he should have an
honorable pension from the King every year,.

and that his master, who was an old man,
and the richest in Canada, would give him a
great deal ; telHng him, if he returned he
would be poor for (said )Lhey) your father .is
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poor, has lost all his estate, it wasall burnt.

But he would not be prevailed with tc stay.

And others were also in like manner urged
to stay ; but God graciously broke the snare;

and brought them our. They endeavored

in the fall of the year, to have prevailed with

my son to have gone to France, when they

saw he would not come to their communiort-

any more. One woman belonging to the

Eastern parts, who had by their persuasions,

married an English captive taken the last

war, came away with her husband ; which
made them say, they were sorry they ever

persuaded her to turn to their religion, and
then to marry ; for instead of advancing'

their cause by it they hid weakened it ; for

now they had not only lost her, but another

they thought they had made sure of. An-
other woman belonging to the Eastward,

who had been flattered to their religion, to

whom a Bible was denied, till she promised

to embrace their religion, and then had the

promise of it for a little time ; opened her

Bible while in the church, and present a^

mass, she read the fourth chapter of Deuteron-

omy, and received such conviction whilst read-

ing, that before her first communion she feil

oft* from them, and could never be prevailed

with any more to be of their religion.

We have re.ison to bless God, who has

wrought deliverance for so many ; and yet

pray to God for a door of escape to be cper^*
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cd for the great number yet behind, not

much short of an hundred ; many of which

are children, and of these not a few among
the Savages, and having lost the English

tongue, will be lost, and turn Savages in a

little time, unless something extraordinary

prevent.

The vessel that came for us, in its voyage

to Canada, struck on a bar of sands, and
there lay in a very great hazard for four tides.;

and yet they saw reason to bless God for

striking there ; for had they got over that

bar, they should at midnight in a storm of

snow have run upon a terrible ledge of

rocks.

We came away from Quebec, October 25,

and by contrary winds, and a great storm,

we were retarded, and then driven back
nigh the city, and had a great deliverance

from shipwreck, the vessel striking twice on
a rock in that storm. But through God's
goodness we all arrived in safety at Boston,
November 21 ; the number of captives fifty

seven, two of which were my children. I

have yet a daughter of ten years of age, and
many neighbors, whose ease bespeaks your
compassion, and prayers to God, to gather
them, being c-utcasts ready to perish.

At our arrival at Boston, we found the
kindnesses of the Lord in a wonderful man-i

ner ; in God's opening the hearts of many to
bless God with us and for us ; wonderfully to
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give for our supplies in our needy state.

"We are under obligations to praise God, for

disposirg the hearts of so many to so great

charity ; and under great bonds to pray for

a blessing on the heads, hearts and families

of them who so liberally and plentifully gave
for our relief. It is certain, that the charity

of the whole country of Canada^ though
moved with the doctrine of merit, does not
come up to the charity oi Boston alone, where
notions of merit are rejected ; but acts of
charity, performed out of a right Christian

spirit, from a spirit of thankfulness to God,
out of obedience to God's command, and un-
feigned love and charity to them that are of

the same family and houshold of faith. The
Lord grant, that all who devise such liberal

things, may find the accomphshn^ient of the

promises made by God in their own persons

and theirs after them, from generation to

generation.
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Shobt account of the troubles arising in
-Canada.

I SHALL annex a short account of

the troubles begginning to rise in Canada.-—

On May J 6, arrived a canoe at Quebec, that

brought letters from Missisippi, written the

M<2j preceding ; giving an account that the

plague was there, and that one hundred and
iifty French, in a very little time had died of

it ; and that the savages called the Lezilou-

ways, were very turbulent, and had with their

arro^vs wounded a Jesuit in five places, and
killed a Frenchman that waited on him. In

yuly, news came, that the nations up the

river were engaged in a war one against the

other ; and that the French living so amon^
them, and trading with them, were in great

danger ; that the Mitchel 'Macquinas had
made war with the Mizianmies, and had kil-

led a Mendicant Fryar and three other

Frenchmen, and eleven savages, at a place cal-

led the Straits, where they were settling a

garrison and a place of traffic ; the Mitchell

Macquinas had taken sixteen Frenchmen pris"

oners, and burnt tiicir trading houses. These
tidings made the French very full ofperple«-
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sng troubles ; but the Jesuits are endeavor-
ing to pacify them : But the troubles when
we came away, were rather increasing than
lessening j for the last letters from the French

prisoners at Mitchel Macquina^ report, that

the Savages had sent out two companies, one
of an hundred and fifty, another of an hun-
dred and sixty, against the Savages at the

Straits ; and they would engage as well a«

gainst the French as the Indians*
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Deerfald, June 16. 1729.

ON the 12th Inst, died here our ReVp
and beloved Pastor, Mr John Williams, in

the 65th Year of his Age. The Lords Day
preceding, he preached on both parts of the

day, though he felt himself something heavy,

and indisposed. Being but a few days be-

fore returned from his Journey to Boston.

On monday morning he was seized with a

fit of the Apoplexy. After which we per-

ceived, by the signs he gave on our speaking
to him, he had the exercise of reason, but
never spoke more than two or three words.
And on thursday half an hour before one in
the morning, he expired to our great surprise

and distress, unto whom, he was on the best

accounts greatly endeared. On the Friday
following, he was decently interred. The
Rev. Mr. Chancey of Hadley preached a Fu-
neral Sermon on the Occasion—A very
grievous breach is made not only upon this

flock of Christ, but also upon this County
and neighborhood, so soon after the death
of Mr. Stoddard of Northampton. Yea it
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«ught to be considered as a great and public

loss, as. a fall of one of the Pillars of the Land.
9VIr. Wllliams began his ministry among us
in May 1686. And was the first and only
settled Pastor that hath been in this place.^

God who sent him to us, and inclined his

heart to settle with us in our small begin-

ings, hath made him a great blessing unto
XLS, and we hope, through grace he hath left

many Seals of his Ministry among us. He
•was sincerely devoted to the service of Christ,

who graciously endowed him, with very
valuable Ministerial abilities. He was much
in prayer, and singularly gifted in it. He
was heartily concerned for the interest of
Religion, and the best good of this people ;^

^nd a constant intercessor of the Throne of

"Grace for the same. From his ardent care

to promote the honor of Christ, and the sal'-

vatioH of precious souls he was " abundant
in his labors, both in season and out of sea-

son," Plainly, faithfully, and freq^uently

charging and instructing both Llder, and
Younger, aftectionatcly dispensing the most
seasonable Counsels, and warning to his peo-

ple. Iravelling in Birth with them, till

Christ was found in them, and adorning the

doctrine ofGod our Savior in a very circum-

spect, holy and blameless life. Mr. Wil-
liams would sometimes say "it is a danger-

ous thing to be set in the front of New Eng-
land's sins"—The divine providence that
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fixed his post in one of the frontier towns

in the Province fitted him for it, by giving

him courage, patience, and cheerfulness of

spirit, so that he was wonderfully carried

through all the difficulties, destractions, and
dangers that he encountered. And his

prayers, counsels, and example, did not a lit-

tle contribute to the support and encourage-

ment of his people from time to time. And
on that Tragical Morning, ever to be remem-
bered by us, February 29, 1703, 4, When
the bigest part of the town was surprized^

and either destroyed, or made captives by
the French, and Indian Enemy ; of this cup.

he and his family drank as deep as any. Two
of his children and a Negro Woman being

killed on the spot, himself and all the rest of

his family, except his eldest son who was ab-

sent from home, made prisoners, and soon

driven out of the house for a march, where-

in first his Negro Man, and then his dear

Wife were murdered by the cruel savages

;

under which extraordinary trials he had
much of the divine presence, and supports.
' God wonderfully preserved him, through
the cold and hardships of the dreadful march
of 300 miles through the deserts to (.lanada.

And there God enabled him to withstand;

all tlie methods that were used to draw or
drive hii"n, to a compliance with Popish Wor-
ship and superstition ; and e%'^en to yield

'

Kimself an ofterins; to God, whea his fario^r
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Indian Master stood over him with' his hatcH-

£t threatening present death, if he would not

comply to cross himself, and kiss a Crucifixj,

his heart and courage were strengthened so

that he said, " I will sooner die than sin a*

gainst God"—And his- counsels when he
could find opportunity to give them, were
greatly serviceable,, to the strengthening the

other captives.

After two years and eight months captivity

he obtained deliverance, through the good
liand of God j and the care of this Goverrr-

mcnt, and arrived at Boston, Nov, 21, 1706
with 57 captives, two of which were his chil-

dren : But a more particular account of these

things may be seen in his book entitled, the

Captivity and deliverance&c; upon the whole
was observable, that by the natural vivacity,

calmness- and evenness of his temper, and a

gracious resignation, his spirit was kept un-

broken, through all his sore trials* And by
the presence of Christ with him, he came
forth as gold refined and more fitted for his

Masters use ; having; learned obedience by
the things which he sufiered.-

Not long afterwards, he resettled at Deer-

field, wilhiigly returning to his beloved

work, and friends, and continued laboring

^ith them in all seasons, and amidst the dif-

ficulties and: troubles, that attended such a

frontier Town by the Indian Wars from
tiiiie to time. His presence among theci
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conduced much to the rebuilding of the

place : which is now in flourishing^ circumi

stances. And God dealt with him some-

thing after the manner as with Job ; open-

ing the hearts of several worthy Gentlemen,

as well as his relations, to contribute bounti-

fully to his, and his families relief, whose
generosity must be principally acknowledg-

ed under God, in the liberal education of

his two elder sons-j besides many other kind-

nesses to his family. He was once and again

called by public authority to serve as a Chap-
lain, in the expedition against Port Royal,

and in that designed against Canada, under
General Hill and Admiral Walker. And to

a v/inter Journey to Canada with Col. Stod-

dard, for the redemption of captives*- "Which ^

negotiation succeeded as to some, but not as-

to his own daughter, who continues to this

day among the Macquas ! a subject of pity

and prayer.

He was second son of Deacon Samuel
Williams of Rosbury, born there December
10,1664'. Had his education at Harvard
College, given him by his honored and p»-

ous Grandfather Deacon William Park. He
was twice married, first to the only daughter
of the Rev. Eleazer Mather, first Pastor of

Northampton, The second time to th:^

daughter of Capt. Allen of Windsor, both the

grandchildren, of the Rev. Mr. Warham, for^

merly Pastor of Windsor, who is now his
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sorrowful relict. By the former he was
blessed with eleven children, and five by the

latter, Eight of which only do survive him,

viz. four sons and four daughters. His three

elder sons are worthy pastors of Churches,

in Mansfield, bpringfield and Watertown.
His eldest daughter married to Mr. Meach-

am the Pastor of Coventry. His fourth son

is now at the College in Cambridge ; who
it is to be desired may meet with the kind-

ness of Survivors for his fathers sake.
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©F

MARY ROWLANDSON.

ON the tenth of February cartie

the Indians with great numbers upon Lan-
caster : Their first coming was about sun-

rise ; hearing the noise of some guns, we
looked out ; several houses were burning,

and the smoke ascending to Heaven. There
were five persons taken in one house, the

father, and the mother, and one sucking
child they knocked on the head ; the other
two they took and carried away, and there

were two others, who being out of the gar-

rison upon some occasion, were set upon,
one was knocked on the head, the other es-

caped, another there was who running along
was shot and wounded, and fell down j he
begged of them his life, promising them
money, (as they told iiie) but they would
not hearken to him, but knocked him in

head, striped him naked, and spHt open his

bowels. Another seeing mary of the Indians

about his barn, ventured and went out, but
was quickly shot down, lliere were three
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Others belonging to the same garrison who
were killed ; the Indians getting up upon
the roof of the barn, had advantage to shoot

down upon them over their fortification.

Thus these murderous wretches went on
burning and destroying before them.

At length they came and beset our own
house, and quickly it was the dolefullest day
that ever mine eyes saw. The house stood

upon the edge of a hill ; some of the Indians

got behind the hill, others in the barn, and
others behind any thing that would shelter

theni^; from all which places they shot a-

gainsf the house, so that the bullets seemed

to fly like hail ; and quickly they wounded
one man among us, then another, and then

a third. About two hours (according to my
observation in that amazing time) they had

been about the house before they prevailed

to fire it, {which they did with flax and

hemp which they brought out of the barn,

and there being no defence about the house,

only two flankers at two opposite corners,

and one of them not finished) they fired it

once and one ventured out and quenched it,

but they quickly fired it again, and that

took. Now is that dreadiul hour come, that

ihave often heard of, (in the rime of the v:-ar,

as it was the case of others) but now mine

eyes see it. Soii>e in cur house were f>ght^

ing for their lives, others waiicwing it their

blood, the house on fiie over our heauo, -^id.
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the bloody heathen ready to knock us on

the head if we stirred out. Now might we
hear mothers and children crying out for

themselves, and one another. Lord what shall

we do ! Then I took my children (and one

of my sisters heirs) to go forth and leave the

house : But as soon as we came to the door,

and appeared, the Indians shot so thick that

the bullets rattled against the house, as if one

had taken a handful of stones and threw
them so that we were forced to give back.

We had six stout dogs belonging to our
garrison, but none of them would stir,

though another timie, if an Indian had come
to the door, they were ready to fiy upon
him and tear him down. The Lord hereby

would make us the more to acknowledge his

hand, and to see that .our help is always in

him. But out we must go, the fire increas-

ing, and com.ing along behind us, roaring,

and the Indians gaping before us with their

guns, spears, and hatchets to devour us. No
sooner were v/e out of the house, but my
brother in law (being before wounded in de-

fending the house, in or near the throat) feli

down dead, \\hereat the Indians scornfully

shouted, and halloed, and were presentl^r

upon him, stripping off his cloaths. The
bullets flyinrr thick, one went throup-h mv
Side, and the same (as would sccid) throur^h
the bowels, and hand of my poor child in my
;';ms. One of my elder sisiters childrcli

L
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(named William) had then his leg broke,

which the Indians perceiving, they knocked
Iiim on head. Thus were we butchered by
ihose merciless heathens, standing amazed,
with the blood running down to our heels*

My elder sister being yet in the house, and
seeing those woful sights, the infidels hauling

mothers one way, and children another, and
some wallowing in their blood: And her

eldest son telling her that her son William

was dead, and myself was wounded, she said,

and Lord let me die with them : Which was
no sooner said, but she was struck with a bul-

let, and fell down dead over the threshold-

I hope she is reaping the fruit of her good
labors, being faithful to the service of God in

her place. In her younger years she lay un-

der much trouble upon spiritual accounts,

till It pleased God to make that precious

scripture take hold of her heart, 2 Cor. V.\ 9.

^?:d he said unto me, my grace is si{fficicnt for

thee. More than twenty years atter 1 have

heard her tell how sweet and comfortable that

place v/as to her. But to return : 1 he In-

xiians laid hold of us, pulling me one way,

and the children another, and said, come
go along with us. I told them they

would kill me ; they answered, if 1 were

willing to go along with them they would

not hurt me.
Oh ! the doleful sight that now was tabe-

liold at this house ! come, behold the works
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of the Lord, what desolations he has made
in the earth. Of thirty seven persons who
were in this one house, none escaped either

present death, or a bitter captivity, save on-

ly one, who might say as he, yoby 1. 15. And
1 only am escaped alone to tell the news. There

were twelve killed, some shot, some stabbed

with their spears, some knocked down with

their hatchets. When we are in prosperity.

Oh the little that we think of such dreadful

sights, to see our dear friends and relations

lie bleeding out their hearts blood upon the

ground. I'here was one who was choped in-

to the head with a hatchet, and striped na-

ked and yet was crawling up and down. It

is a solemn sight to see so many Christians

lying in their blood, some here and some
there, like a company of sheep torn by wolveu.

All of them striped naked by a company of
hell hounds, roaring, singing, ranting and
insulting, as if they would have torn our
very hearts out

;
yet the Lord by his Al-

mighty Power, preserved a number of us
from death, for there were twentyfour of us
taken alive and carried captive.

I had often before this said, that if the In-

dians should come, I should chuse rather to
be killed by them, than taken alive : But
when it came to a trial, my mind changed ;

their glittering weapons so daunted my spir-

it, that 1 chose rather to go along with those

(as 1 may say) ravenous bears, than that mO"
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ment to end my days. And that I may the
better declare what happened to me during
'that grievous captivity, I shall particularly

speak of the several removes we had up and
down the wilderness.

The first remove.

Now away we must go with those barbar.
©us creatures, with our bodies wounded and
bleeding, and our hearts no less than our
bodies. About a mile we went that night,

up upon a hill within sight of the town,
where they intended to lodge. There was
hard by a vacant house, deserted by the En-
glish before, for fear of the Indians, I asked
them whether I might not lodge in that

hoDse that night ? to which they answered,

what will vou love Engrlishmen still ? This
was the dolefulest night that ever my eyes

jaw. Oh the roaring, singing, dancing, and
yelling of those black creatures in the night,

which made the place a lively resemblance

Qf hell : And as miserable was the waste that

was there made, of horses, cattle, sheep,

awine, calves, lambs, roasting pigs, and fowls,

(which they had plundered in the town)
some roasting, some frying and burning, and
some boyling, to feed our merciless enemies ;

who were joyful enough, though we were

disconsolate. To add to the dolefulness of

the former day, and the dismalness of the
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present night, my thoughts ran upon my
losses and sad bereaved condition. All was

gone, my husband gone, (at least separated

from me, he being in the bay ; and to add to

my grief, the Indians told me they would
kill him as he came homeward) my children

gone, my relations and friends gone, our

house and home, and all our comforts with-

in door and without, all was gone, (except

my life) and 1 knew not but the next mo*
ment that might go too*

There remained nothinsc to me but one
poor wounded babe, and it seemed at present

worse than death, that it was in such a piti-

ful condition, bespeaking compassion, and I

had no refreshing for it, nor suitable things

to revive it. Little do many think, what is

the savageness and bruitishness of this barbar-

ous enemy, even those that seem to profess

more than others among them, when the En-
glish have fallen into their hands.

Those seven that were killed at Lancaster
the summer before upon a Sabbath day, and
the one that was afterwards killed upon a

week day, were slain and mangled in a bar-

barous manner, by one eyed John and Marl-
borough's praying Indians, which Capto
Mosely brought to Boston, as thc^ Indians
told me.

h 2-
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The second remove.

But now (the next morning) I must turn
my back upon the town, and travel with
them into the vast and desolate wilderness, I

know now whither. It is not my tongue
or pen can express the sorrows of my heart,

and bitterness of my spirit, that I had at this

departure : But God was with me in a won-
derful manner, carrying me along, and bear-

ing up my spirit, that it did not quite fail.

One of the Indiana carried my poor wound-
ed babe upon a horse ; it went moaning all

along, I shall die, I shall die. I went on foot,

after it, with sorrow that cannot be exprest;

At length! took it off the horse, and carried

it in my arms, till my strength failed, and I

fell down with it. Then they set me upon^

a horse, with my wounded child in my. lap,

and there being no furniture upon the horses

back, as v/e were going down a steep hill,

.

we both fell over the horses head, at which
they like inhuman creatures laughed, and.

rejoiced to see it, thougliT thought we should

there have ended our days, as overcome

with so many difficulties. But the Lord re-

newed my strength still, and carried me a-

iong that I might see mere of his Power, yea,

so much that I could never have thought of^

had I not experienced it,

.
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After this it quickly began to snow, and
when night came on, they sloped : And now-

down I must sit in the snow, by a little fire,

and a few boughs beliind me, with my sick

child in my lap, and calling much for water,

being now (through the wound) fallen into

a violent Fever. My own wound also grow-
ing so stiff, that I could scarce sit down or

rise up, yet so it must be, that I must sit all

this cold winter night, upon the cold snowy
ground, with my sick child in my arms,

looking that every hour would be the last of

its life ; and having no Christian friend neair

me, either to comfort or help me. Oh I

may see the wonderful pov/er of God, that

my spirit did not utterly sink under my af-

flictions ; still the Lord upheld me v/ith his

gracious and merciful spirit, and we were
both alive to see the light of the next mora-

The third remove.

The morning being come, they prepared
to go on their way : One of the Indians got
up upon a horse, and they set me up behind
him, with my poor sick babe in my lap. A
very wearisome and tedious day I had of it ;

what vi'ith my own wound, and my child

being so exceeding sick, and in a lamentable
condition with her wound, it might easily be
judged what a poor feeble condition we
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were in, there being not the least crumb of
refreshing that came within either of our
mouths from Wednesday night to Saturday
night, except only a little cold water. This
day in the afternoon, about an hour by sun,

we came to the place where they intended,

viz. an Indian town called Wenimesset,
northward of Quabaug. When we were
come, Oh the number of Pagans (now mer-
ciless enemies) that there came about me,
that I may say as David, Psal. 2?. 1 3. / bad
fainted, unless I had believed, &c. Ihe nest

day was the Sabbath : I then remembered
how careless 1 had been of God*s holy time :

how many sabbaths I had lost and misspent,

and how evilly I had walked in God's sight ;

•which lay so close upon my spirit, that it

was easier for me to see how righteous it was
with God to cut off the thread of my life,

and cast me out of his presence for ever.

Yet the Lord still shewed mercy to me, and

helped me ; and as he wounded me with

one hand, so he healed me with the other.

This day there came to me one Robert Pep-

per, (a man belonging to Roxbury,) who
was taken at Gapt. Beer's fight j and had

been now a considerable time with the In-

dians, and up with them almost as far as Al-

bany, to see King Philip, as he told me, and

was now very lately come with them into

these parts. Hearing I say, that I was in this

.

Indian town he obtained leave to come aad-^
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see me. He told me he himself was wound-
ed in the leg at Capt. Beer's fight ; and
was not able sometimes to go but as they

carried him, and that he took oak leaves and

laid to his wound, and by the blessing of

Godj he was able to travel again. Then I

took oak leaves and laid to my side, and
with the blessing of God, it cured me also ;

yet before the cure was wrought, I may say

as it is in Psal. 38. 5, 6. My wounds siink and
are corrupty I am troubled, I am bozicd down
greatly, I go mourning all the day long. I sat

much alone with my poor wounded child

in my lap, which moaned night and day,

having nothing to revive the body, or cheer

the spirits of her ; but instead of that, one
Indian Vv'ould' come and tell me one hour,
your master will knock your child on the

head, and then a second, and then a third,

your master will quickly knock your child

on the head.

This was the comfort I had from them ;
miserable comforters were they all. Thus
nine days I sat upon my knees, with my
babe in my lap, till my flesh was raw again.

My child being even ready to depart this

sorrowful world, they bid me carry it out to
another wigwam

;
(I suppose because ihey

would not be troubled with such spectacles)

whither I went with a very heavy heart, and
down I sat wjth the picture of death in my
lap. About two hpurs in the nighty my
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sweet babe like a Iamb departed this life, oit

Feb. 18. 1675. it being about six years and
five months old. It was nine days from the
first wounding, in this miserable condition,

without any refreshing of one nature or
other, except a little cold water. I cannot
but take notice how at another time 1 could
not bear to be in the room where any dead
person was, but now the case is changed ; I

must, and could lie down by my dead babe
all the nisfht after. I have thought since of
the wonderful goodness of God to me, in

preserving me so in the use of my reason and
senses, rn that distressed time, that I did not
use wicked and violent means to end my
own miserable life. In the morninq, when
they understood that my child was dcadj

they sent for me home to my masters wig-

wam : (By my master in this writing, must
be understood Qunnacpin, who was a sagga-

more, and married K Philip's wives sister;

not that he first took me, but I was sold to

him by a Narraganset Indian, who took me
when I first came out of the garrison) I went
to take up my dead child in my arms to

^

carry it with me, but they bid me let it a-

lonc : There was no resisting, but go I must

and leave it. When I had been a while

at my masters wigwam, 1 took the first op-

portunity I could get, to go look after my
dead child : When I came, I asked them

what they had done with it ? they tt)ld me
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it was upon the hill ; then they went and

shewed me where it was, where I saw the

ground was newly digged, and where they

told me they had buried it ; there I left that

child in the wilderness, and, and must com-
mit it and myself also in this wilderness con-

dition, to him who is above all, God having

taken away this dear child, I w^nt to see my
daughter Mary, who was at this same Indian

town, at a wigwam not very far off, though
we had little liberty or opportunity to see

one another ; she was about ten years old,

and taken from the door at first by a pray-

ing Indian, and afterward sold for a gun*
When i came in sight, she would fail a weep-
ing, at which they were provoked, and
would not let me come near her, but bid me
be gone ; which was a heart cutting word
to me. I had one child dead, another in the
wilderness, I knew not where, the third

they would not let me come near, to ; Me
(as he said) have ye berean^ed of my children^

"Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, andye will take

Benjamin also, all these things are against me.

I could not sit still in this condition, but
kept walking from one place to another.
And as I was going along, my heart was even
overwhelmed wich the thoughts of my con*
dition, and that I should have children, and a
nation that I knew not, ruled over them.
Whereupon I earnestly intreated the Lord
that he would consider my low estate, and
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shew me a token for good, and if it were
his blessed will, some sign and hope of some
relief. And indeed quickly the Lord an-
swered, in some measure, my poor prayer

:

For as I was going up and down mourning
and lamenting my condition, my son came
to me, and asked me how I did ? I had not
seen him before, since ihe destruction of the
town

J and 1 knew not where he was, till I

was informed by him.self, that he was a-

mongst a smaller parcel of ]ndians,.whose
place was about six miles off, with tears in

his eyes, he asked me whether his sister Sa-

rah was dead ? and told me he had seen his

sister Mary ; and prayed me, that I would
not be troubled in reference to himself.

The occasion of his coming to see me at this

time was this : There was, as I said, about
six miles from us, a small plantation of In-

dians, where it seems he had been, during
his captivity ; and at this time, there were
some forces of the Indians gathered out of

our company, and some also from them, (a-

mongst whom was my sons master) to go
to assault and burn Medfield : In this time

of his masters absence, his dame brought

him to see me. 1 took this to be some gra-

cious answer to wy earnest and unfeigned

desire. The next day the Indians returned

from Medfield : (all the com.pany, for those

that belonged to the other smaller company,

came througti the towu that now we we^ie
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at) but before they came to us, oh the out-

rageous roaring and hooping that there

was ! they began their din about a mile be-

fore they came to us. By their noise and
hooping they signified how many they had
destroyed (which was at that time twenty
three) those that were with us, at home,
were gathered together as soon as they heard

the hooping, and every time that the other

went over their number, these at home gave
a shout, that the very earth rang again.

And thus they continued till those that had
been upon the expedition were come up t»

the Saggamor's v/igwam ; and then, oh the

hideous, insulting and triumphing that there

was over some English mens scalps, that they
had taken (as their manner is) and brought
with them. I cannot but take notice of the
wonderful mercy of God to me in those af-

flictions, in sending me a bible : One of the
Indians that came from Medfield fight, and
had brought some plunder, came to me, and
asked me if I would have a bible, he had got
one in his basket, I was glad of it, and asked
him if he thought the Indians would let me
read ? he answered yes ? so I took the bible,

and in that melancholy time it came into my
mind to read first the 28th, Chap, of DeuU'
roiiomy^ which 1 did, and when I had read it,

my dark heart wrought on this man-
ner, that there was no mercy for me, that

the blessings were gone, and the curies

M
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came in their room, and that I had lost my
opportunity. But the Lord helped me still

to go on reading, till I came to chap. 30. the

seven first verses ; where I found there was
mercy promised again, if we would return

to him, by repentance ; and though we were
scattered from one end of the earth to the

ether, yet the Lord would gather us togeth-

er, and turn all those curses upon our ene-

mises, I do not desire to live to forget this

scripture, and what comfort it was to me.
Now the Indians began to talk of remov-

ing from this place, some one way, and some
another. There were now besides myself

nine Lnglish captives in this place, (all of

tliem children except one woman) I got an

opportunity to go and take my leave of

them ; they being to go one way, and I an-

other. I asked them whether they were

earnest with God for deliverance, they all

told me they did as they were able^ and it

was some comfort to me, that the Lord stir-

red up children to look to him. The worn-

an, viz. good wife Joslin, told me, she should

never see me again, and that she could find

in her heart to run away : I desired her not

to run away by any means, for we were near

thirty miles from any English town, and she

very big with child, having but one week to

reckon ; and another child in her arms two
years old, and bad rivers there were to go

over, and we were feeble with our poor and
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coarse entertainment. I had my bible with

me, 1 pulled it out, and asked her whether she

would read; we opened the bible, and lighted

on Psal. 27. in which psalm we especially

took notice of that verse, Wait on the Lord, be

ef good courage, and he shall strengthen thins

hearty wait I say on the Lord*

The fourth remove.

And now must I part with that little

company that I had. Here I parted from
my daughter Mary, (whom I never saw a-

gain till I saw her in Dorchester, returned

from captivity) and from four little cousins

and neighbors, some of which I never saw
afterward, the Lord only knows the end of

them. Among them also was that poor wo-
man before mentioned, who came to a sad

end, as some of the company told me in my
travel : She having much grief upon her
Spirits, about her miserable condition, being
so near her time, she would be aften asking

the Indians to let her go home ; they not be-

ing willing to that, and yet vexed with her
importunity, gathered a great company to-

gether about her, and striped her naked, and
set her in the midst of them ; and when
they had sung and danced about her (in their

hellish manner) as long as they pleased, they
knocked her on the head, and the child in

her arms with her : When they had done
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that, they made a fire and put them both in-

to it, and told the other children that were
with them, that if they attempted to go
2iome, they would serve them in like man-
ner. The children said she did not shed one
tear, but prayed all the while. But to return

to my own journey : We travelled about
half a day or a little more, and came to a des-

olate place in the wilderness, where there

v.'ere no wigwams or inhabitants before :

We came about the middle of the afternoon

to this place ; cold, wet, snowy, hungry, and
weary, and no refreshing (for man) but the

cold ground to sit on, and our poor Indian

cheer.

Heart acheing thoughts here I had about

my poor children, who were scattered up and
down among the wild beasts of the forest :

My head was light and dissy, (either through
hunger or hard lodging, or trouble, or altoi"

gether) my knees feeble, my body raw by
.sitting double night and day, that I cannot

express to man, the afiliction that lay upon
my spirit, but the Lord helped me at that

time to express it to himself. I opened my
bible to read, and the Lord brought that

precious scripture to me, y^r. SI. 16. Thus

saith the Lord, refrain thy 'vokefrom weepings

and thine eyesfrom tears, for thy work shall be

rewarded, and they shall come again from the

land of the enemy. This was a sweet cordial

to me, when I was ready to faint, many and
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many a time have I sat down, and wept
sweetly over this scripture. At this place

we continued about four days.

The fifth remove.-

The occasion (as I thought) of their mov-
ing at this time, was the English Army's be-

ing near and following them : For they went
as if they had gone for their lives, for some
considerable way ; and then they made a

stop, and chose out some of their stoutest

men, and sent them back to hold the En-
gHsh Army in play whilst the rest escaped

;

and then like Jehu they marched on furious-

ly, with their old and young : Some carried

their old decriped mothers, some carried one
and some another. Four of them carried

a great Indian upon a bier ; but going through
a thick wood with him, they were hindered,
and could make no haste ; whereupon they
took him upon their backs, and carried him
one at a time, till we came to Bacquag Riv r,-

Upon a Friday a little after noon we came
to this river : When all the company was
come up, and were gathered together, I

thought to count the number of them, but
they were so many, and being somew]iat in
motion, it was beyond my skilh In thL^.

travel, because of my wound, I was some-
Vv'hat favored in my load : Icarried only ar.

liittingwork, and tv.'O quarts of parched
M 2.
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meal : Being very faint, I asked my mistress
to ^ive me one spoonful of the meal, but she
would not give me a taste. They quickly
fell to cutting dry trees , to make rafts to
carry them over the river, and soon my turn
came to go over. By the advantage of some
brush which they had laid upon the raft to
sit on, Idid not wet my foot, (which many
of themselves at the other end were mid leg

deep) which cannot but be acknowledged as

a favor ofGod to my weakened Body, it be«»

ing a very cold time. I was not before ac-

quainted with such kind of doings, or dan-

gers. When theu passeth through the waters I
will be with thee, and through the rivers they

5haU not overjloiv thee. Isai. 43. 2. A certain

number of us got over the river that night,

but it was the night after the Sabbath before

all the company was got over. On the Sat-

urday they boiled an old horse 'S Leg (which
they had got) and so we drank of the brothg

as soon as they thought it was ready, and
when it was almost all gone, they filled it up
gain.

The first week of my being among them,

I hardly eat any thing : The second week I

found my stomach grew very faint for want
of something ; and yet it was very hard to

get down their filthy trash 5 but the third

week (though I could think how formerly

my stomach would turn against this or that.

And I could starve md dk before 1 could eat
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suck things,) yet they were pleasant and sav-

ory to my taste. I was at this time knit-

ting a pair of white cotten stockings for my
mistress, and I had nor yet wrought upon
the Sabbath Day : when the Sabbath came,,

they bid me go to work ; I told them it was
Sabbath day. and desired them to let me rest,

and told them I would do as much more to-

morrow y to which they ansv/ered me, they

would break my face. And here I cannot

but take notice of the strange Providence of

God in preserving the heathen : They were
many hundreds, old and young, some sick

and some lame, many had papooses at their

backs, the greatest number (at this time with
us) were Squaws, and they travelled with all

they had, bag and baggage, and yet they got
over this river aforesaid ; and on Monday
they set their wigwams on fire, and away
they went ; on that very day came the En-
glish Army after them to this river, and saw
the smoak of their wigwams, and yet this

river put a stop to them.. God did not give

them courage or activity to go over after us ;

"we were not ready for so great a mercy as

victory and deliverance; if we had been,
God would have found out a way for the

English to have passed this River, as well as

for the Indians with their Squaws and chi'-

dren, and all their luggage. Ob thai my peo-

ple had hearkened to me^ and Israel had walked
in my ways, I should som have subdued their
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enemies, and turned my hand against their ad*^

versaries» Psal. 81. 13, 14.

The sixth remove.

On Monday (as I said) they set their wig-

wams on fire, and went away. It was a cold

morning, and before us there was a great

brook with ice on it : Some waded through
it, up to the knees and higher, but others

went till they came to a beaver dam, and I

amongst them, where through the good
providence of God, I did not wet my foot,

I went along that day, mourning and lament-

ing (leaving farther my own country, and
travelling farther into the vast and howling
wilderness) and I understood something of

Lot's wife's temptation, w hen she looked

back : We came that day to a great swamp,
by the side of which we took up our lodging

that night. When we came to the brow c5"

the hill that looked toward the swamp, I

thought we had come to a great Indian town,

(Though there were none but our own com-

pany) the Indians were as thick as the trees ;

it seemed as if there had been a thousand

hatchets going at once : If one looked before

one, there was nothing but Indians, and be-

hind one, nothing but Indians ; and so on
either hand : And I myself in the midst, and

no christian soul near me, and yet how hath

the Lord preserved me in safety ! Oh the
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experience that I have had of the goodness of

God to me and mine I

The seventh remove.

After a restless and hungry night there,

we had a wearisome time of it the next day.

The swamp by which we lay, was as it were
a deep dungeon, and an exceeding high and
steep hill before it. Before I got to the top

of the hill, I thought my heart and legs and
all would have broken, and failed me. What
through faintness and soreness of body, it

was a grievous day of travel to me. As we
went along, I saw a place where English cat-

tle had been, that was comfort to me, such

as it was
;
quickly after that v/e came to an

English path, which so took with me, that I

thought I could there have freely lien down
and died. That day, a little after noon, we
came to Squaulieag, where the Indians quick-

ly spread themselves over the deserted English

fields, gleaning what they could find ; some
picked up ears of wheat, that were crinckled

down, some found ears of Indian corn, some
found ground nuts, and others sheaves of
wheat that were frozen together in the shock,

and went to threshing of them out;. Myself
got two ears of Indian corn, and whilst I did

out turn my back, one of them was stolen

from me, which much troubled me. There
came an Indian to them at that time, with a
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basket of horse liver ; I asked him to give
me a piece : What (says he) can you eat

horse liver ? I told him I would try if he
would give me a piece, which he did; and 1

laid it on the coals to roast, but before it was
half ready, they got half of it away from me ;

so that I was forced to take the rest and eat it

as it was, with the blood about my mouth,
and yet a savory bit it was to me ; for to

the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.

A solemn sight me thought it was, to see

whole fields of wheat and Indian com for-

saken and spoiled, and the remainder of

them to be food for our merciless Enemies.

1 hat night we had a mess of wheat for our
supper.

The eighth remove.

On the morrow morning we must go o-

ver Connecticut river to meet with King Phil-

ip ; two canoes full they had carried over,

the next turn myself was to go ; but as my
foot was upon the canoe to step in, there

was a sudden outcry among them, and I

must step back; and instead of going over the

river, I must go four or five miles up the riv-

er farther Northward, Some of the Indians

ran one way, and some another. The cause of

this rout was, as I thought, their espying some

English scouts, who were thereabouts, li^ this

travel up the river, about noon the company
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made a stop, and sat down, some to eat,

and others to rest them. As I sat amongst

them, musing on things past, my son Joseph

unexpectedly came to me : We asked of each

ethers welfare, bemoaning our doleful con-

dition, and the change that had come upon
us : We had husband, and father, and chil-

dren, and sisters, and friends, and relations,

and house, and home, and many comforts

of this life ; but now we might say as "Job^

naked came lout of my mothers womb, and nak-

ed shiill I return : The Lord ga've, and the Lord
hath taken away^ blessed be the name of the

Lord. I asked him whether he would read ?

he told me, he earnestly desired it. 1 gave
him my bible, and he lighted upon that com-
fortable scripture, Psal 1 1 8. 17, 18.7 shall

not die, but live, and declare the works ofthe

Lord : The Lord hath chastened me sore, yet he

hath not given me over to death. Look here
mother (says he) did you read this ? And
here I may take occasion to mention one
principal ground of my setting forth these

few lines, even as the psalmist says, to declare

the works of the Lord, and his wonderful
power in carrying us along, preserving us in

the wilderness, while under the enemies
hand, and returning of us in safety again ;

and his goodness in bringing to my hand so
many comfortable and suitable scriptures in

my distress.
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But to return : We travelled on till night,

and in the morning we must go over the

river to Philip's crew. When Iwas in the
canoe, I could not but be amazed at the nu-

merous crew of Pagans that were on the

bank on the other side. When I came a-

shore, they gathered all about me, I sitting

alone in the midst : I observed they asked

one another questions, and laughed, and re-

joiced over their gains and victories. Then
my heart began to fail, and I fell a weeping ;

which was the first time, to my remem-
brance, that I wept before them ; although I

had met with so much affliction, and my
heart was many times ready to break, yet

could I not shed one tear in their sight, but

rather had been all this while in a maze, and
like one astonished j but now I may say as

Psai. 1S7. 1. By the rivers of Babylon, there

wi sat down, yea, ive wept, when we remember-

ed Zion. There one of them asked me, why
I wept ? I could hardly tell what to say ;

yet I answered, they would kill me : No, said

he, none will hurt you. Then came one of

them, and gave me two spoonfuls of meal

(to comfort mc) and another gave me half a

pint of pease, which was more worth than

many bushels at another time. Then I went

to see King Philip ; he bid me come in, and

sit down ; and asked me whether I would

smoke it ? (a usual complement now a days^

among Saints and Sinners) but this no way



Of MARY ROWLAKDSON. 29

suited me. For though I had formerly used

tobacco, yet I had left it ever since I was first

taken, it seems to be a bait, the devil lays

to make men lose their precious time. I re-

member with shame, how formerly, when I

had taken two or three pipes, I was present-

ly ready for another ; such a bewitching

tiling it is : But I thank God, he has now
given me power over it ; surely there are

many who may be better employed; than to

sit sucking a stinking tobacco pipe.

Now the Indians gather their Forces to go
against Northampton : Over night one went
a^out yelling and hooting to give notice of

the design. Whereupon they went to boiling

of ground nuts, and parching of corn (ds

many as had it) for their provision ; and in

the Morning away they went. During my
al)ode in this place, Philip spake to me to

make a shirt for his boy, which 1 did ; for

which he gave me a shilling ; I offered the
money to my master, but he bid me keep it,

and with it I bought a piece of horse flesh.

Afterv/ard he asked me to make a cap for

his boy, for which he invited me to dinner ;

I went, and he gave me a pancake, about as

big as two fingers ; it was made of parched
wheat, bccUcn, and fryed in bears grease, but
I thought I never tasted pleasanter meat ii\

my life. There was a Sauav/ who soake to

me to make a shirt for her sannup ; for

wliich die gave me a piece of bear. Aaoth>
N
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er asked me to knit a pair of stockings, for

which she gave me a quart of pease. I boil-

ed my pease and bear together, and invited

my master and mistress to dinner ; but the

proud gossip, because I served them both in

one dish, would eat nothing, except one bit

that he gave her upon the point of his knife.

Hearing that my son was come to this place,

I went to see him, and found him lying flat

upon the ground ; I asked him how he could

sleep so ? he answered me, that he was not

asleep, but at prayer ; and that he lay so,

that they might not observe what he was do-

ing. I pray God he may remember these

things now he is returned in safety. At this

place, (the Sun now getting higher) what
with the beams and heat of the bun, and the

sm.oke of the wigwams, I thought I should

have been blind. I could scarce discern one

wigwam from another. 1 here was here one

Mary Ihurstonof Medfield,v/ho seeing how
it was with me, lent me a hat to wear j but

a3 soon as 1 was gone, the Squaw who own-

ed that Mary Thurston, came running after

me, and got it away again. Here was a

Squaw who gave me a spoonful of meal, I

put it in my pocket to keep it safe, yet not-

withstanding somebody stole it, but put five

indian corn:^ in the room of it ; which corns

were the greatest prcvLion I had in my trav-

el for one day.
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The Indians returning from Northamp-

ton, brought with them some horses, and

sheep, and other things which they had tak-

en ; i desired them that they would carry

me to Albany upon one of those horses, and

sell me for powder ; for so they had some-

times discoursed. I was utterly hopeless of

getting home on foot, the way that 1 came,

1 could hardly bear to think of the many
weary steps I had taken, to come to this

place.

The ninth remove.

But instead of going either to Albany or
homeward we must go iive mites up the riv-

er, and then go over it. Here we abode a
while. Here lived a sorry Indian, who spake
to me to make him a shirt, when I had done
it, he would pay me nothing for it. But he
living by the river side, where I often went
to fetch water, I would often be putting of
him in mind, and calling for my piy ; at

last he told me, if I would make another
shirt for a papoos not yet born, he would
give me a knife, which he did, when I had
done it. I carried the knife in, and my mas-
ter asked me to give it him, and I was not
a little glad that I had any thing that they
would accept of, and be pleased with. When
we were :vt this place, my master's maid came
borne

J
she had been gone three weeks into
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the Narraganset country ta fetch corn, where
they had stored up some m the ground :

She brought home about a peck and a half

of cora. This was about the time that their

great captain (J^aananto) was killed in ths

Narraganset country.

My son being now about a mile from me,
1 asked liberty to go and see him, they bid me
go, and away I went ; but quickly lost my-
self, travelling over hills and through swamps,
and could not find the way to him. And
} cannot but adm.ire at the wonderful power
and goodness of God to me, in that though
I was gone from home, and met with all sorts

of Indians, and those 1 had no knowledge of,

and there being no christian soul near me,
yet not one of them offered the least imagii>

able miscarriage to me. I turned homeward
again, and met with my master, and he
shewed me the way to my son. When I

came to him., I found him, not well ; and
withall he had a bile on his side, which much
troubled him : "We bemoaned one another a

while, as the lord helped us, and then I re-

turned, again. "When I was returned I

found myself as unsatisfied as I w^as be-

fore. I went up and down mourning and
lamentingj and my spirit was ready to sink,

with the thoughts of my poor children ; my
son was ill, and 1 could not but think of his

mournful looks, having no christian friend

ne:^r him, to do any office of love for him^

either for soul or body. And my poor girl^
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I knew not where she was, nor whether she

was sick, or well, or alive or dead. I repair-

ed under these thoughts to my bible, (my
great comforter in that time) and that scrip-

ture came to my hand, Cc2st thy burden upon

the Lord, ar.dhe shall sustain thee^ Psal. 55. 22.,

But I was fain to go and look after some-

thing to satisfy my hunger : And going a«

mong the wigwams, I went into one, and
there found a Squaw who shewed herself

very kind to me, and gave me a piece of

bear> I put it into my pocket, and came
home ; but could not find an opportunity to

broil ir, for fear they should get it from me
\

and there it lay all that day and night in m^y

stinking pocket. In the morning I went a-

giin to the sanie Squaw, v/ho had a kettle of
ground nuts boiling : I asked her to let me
boil my piece of bear in her kettle, which
she did, and gave me some ground nuts to>

eat with it, and I cannot but think how pleas-

ant it was to me. I have sometimes seen beaf-

baked handsomely amongst the Kngiir>h, and
some liked it, but the thoughts that it wa«:

bear, made me tremble : But now that wa^^

savory to me that one would tliink was en-
ough to turn the stomach of 'i brute crea-

ture.

One bitter cold day, I could find no room
to sit down before the fire ; I went out, andf

could not tell what to do, but 1 >vent into ari-'

€«:her wig^vam, where they wei'e als© sktin^
N- 2 '
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round the fire ; but the Squaw laid a skin for

nie, and bid me sit down, and gave me some
ground nuts, and bid me come again ; and
toid me they would buy me, if they were a*

ble ; and yet these were strangers to me that

1 never knew before.

The tenth remove.

That day a small part of the company re^

moved about three quarters of a mile, intend-

ing farther the next day. When they came
to the place where they intended to lodge,,

and had pitched their wigwams,, being hun-
gry 1 went again back to the place we were
before at. to get something to eat 5 being en-

couraged by the Squaw's kindness^ who bid

me come again. When I was there, there

came an Indian t© look after me ; who when
he had found me, kicked me all along, i

went home and found venison roasting that

night, but they would not give me one bit

of it. Sometimes I met with favors, ard
sometimes with nothing but frowns.

The eleventh remove.

The Bex day in the morning, they took
their travel, intending a days Journey up the

liver ; 1 took my load at my back, and
quickly we came to wade over a river, and

passed over tiresome a^id wearisome hiib.
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One hill was so steep, that I was fain to creep

up upon my knees, and to hold by the twigs

and bushes to keep myself from falling

backward. My head also was so light that

I usually reeled as I went, but, I hope ail those

wearisome steps that I have taken, are but

a forwarding of me to the heavenly rest. /

know Lord, that thy Judgments are right and
that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me^V^.
XI 9. 75.

The twelfth remove.

It was upon a Sabbath day morning, that

they prepared for their travel. This morn-
ing 1 asked my master whether he would sell

me to my husband ? he answered nux ;

which did much rejoice my spirit. My mis-

tress, before v/e went, was gone to the buri-

al of a papoos. and returning, she found
me sitting, and reading in my bible : She
snatched it hastily out of my hand, and
threw it out of doors \ I ran out and catched

it up, and put it in my pocket, and never let

her see it afterward. Then they packed up
their things to be gone, and gave me my
load : I complained it was too heavy, where-
upon she gave me a slap on the face, and bid
mc be gone, I hfted up my heart to God,
hoping that redemption was not far off %.

and the rather because their insolency grew
worse and worse.
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But the thoughts of my going homeward
(for so we bent our course) much cheered

my spirit, and made my burden seem light,

and almost nothing at all. But (to my a-

mazement and great perplexity) the scale

was soon turned ; for when we had gone a

little way, on a sudden my mistress gave
out, she would go no further, but turn
back again, and said I must go back again

with her, and she called her sannup, and
would have him go back also, but he would
not ; but said, he would go on, and come to

us again in three days. My spirit was upon
this (I confess) very impatient, and almost

outrageous. I thought I could as well have
died as went back. I cannot declare the

trouble that I was in about it ; but yet back
again I must go. As soon as I had an opportu-

nity, I took my bible to read, and that qui-

eting Scripture came to my hand Psal. 46.

10. Be stilly and know that I am God. Which
stilled my spirit for the present ; but a sore

time of trial I concluded I had to go through.

My master being gone, who seemed to me
the best friend that 1 had of an Indian, both

in cold and hunger, and quickly so it proved.

Down I sat, with my heart as full as it could

hold, and yet so hungry, that I could not sit

neither : Rut going out to see what I could

find, and walking among the trees, I found'

six acorns and two chesnuts, which were
some refreshment to me. Toward night I
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gathered me some sticks for my own com-

fort, that I might not lye cold : But when
we came to lye down, they bid me go out,

and lye somewhere else, for they had compa-

ny (they said) come in more than their own

:

I told them I could not tell where to go, they

bid me go look : I told them, if I went to an-

other wigwam they would be angry, and
send me home again. Then one of the com-
pany drew his sword, and told me he would
run me through, if I did not go presently.

Then was 1 fain to stoop to this rude fellow,

and to go out in the night I knew not

whither. Mine eyes have seen that fellow

afterwards walking up and down in Boston,

under the appearance of a friendly Indian, and
several others of the like cut. I went to one

wigwam, and they told me they had no
room. Then 1 went to another, and they

said the same : At last an old Indian bid me
come to him, and his 8quaw gave me some
ground nuts j she gave me also something to

lay under my head, and a good fire we had :

And through the good Providence of God,
I had a comfortable lodging that night. In

the morning another Indian bid me come at

night, and he would give me six ground nuts,

which 1 did. We were at this place and
time about two miles from Connecticut riv-

er. We went in the morning (to gather

ground nuts) to the river, and went back a-

gain at night, I went with a great load at
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my back, (for they when they went^ though
but a little way, would carry all their trum-
pery with them) I told them the skin was off

my back, but I had no other comforting an-

swer from them than this, that it would be
no matter ifmy head were off too.

The thirteenth remove.

Instead of going toward the bay, (which
was that I desired) I must go with them five

or six miles down the river, into a mighty
thicket of brush ; where we abode almost a

fortnight. Here one asked me to make a

shirt for her papoos^for which she gave me
a mess of broth, which was thickened wdth
meal made of the bark of a tree ; and to

make it the better, she had put into it about

a handful of pease, and a few roasted ground
nuts. I had not seen my son a pretty while

and here was an Indian of whom I made en-

quiry after him, and asked him when he saw
him ? he answered me, that such a time his

master .roasted him, and that himself did

cat a piece of him as big as his two fingers,

and that he was very good meat. But the

Lord upheld my spirit under this discourage-

ment ; and 1 considei<.d their horrible addict-

edness to lying, and that there is not one of

them that makes the least conscience of

speaking the truth.
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In this place, one cold night as I lay by the

fire, I removed a stick which kept the heat

from me, a Squaw moved it down again, at

wliich I looked up, and she threw a handful

of ashes in my eyes ; I thought I should

have been quite blinded and never have seen

more ; but lying down, the water ran out

of my eyes, and carried the dirt with it, that

by the morning 1 recovered my sight again.

Yet upon this, and the like occasions, I hope
it is not too much to say with 'Job^ Have pity

upon 7ne, have pity upon 7ne, ye myfriends,fr'"
the hand of the Lord has touched me. And
here 1 cannot but remember how many times

sitting in their wigwams, and musing on
things past, I should suddenly leap up and
run out, as if 1 had been at home, forgetting

where I was, and what my condition was

:

But when I was without, and saw nothing
but wilderness, and woods, and a company
of barbarous heathen, my mind quickly re-

turned to me, which made me think of that

spoken concerning Sampson, who said, / ix////

gQ out and shake myself as at other times, hut

he wist not that the Lord was departedfrom
him.

About this time, I began to think that all

my hopes of restoration would come to noth-
ing. 1 thought of the English army, and
hoped for their coming, and iDcing retaken
by them, but Luat failed i hoped to be car-

vied to Albany, as the Indians had discourse
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ed, but that failed also, I thought of being
sold to my husband, as my master spake

;

but instead of that, my master himself was
gone, and I left behind, so that my spirit

was now ^uite ready to sink. I asked them
to let me go out and pick up some sticks,

that I might get alone, and pour out my
heart unto the Lord. Then also I took my
bible to read, but I found no comfort here
neither; yet I can say, that in all my sor-

rows and afflictions, God did not leave me
to have any impatience work towards him-
self, as if his ways were unrighteous ; but I

knew that he kid upon me less than I de-

served. Afterwards, before this doleful time
ended with me, I was turning the leaves of

my bible, and the Lord brought to me some
scriptures which did a little revive me, as

that, ha. 55. 8. For my thoughts are not your

ihcughis, neither are your itays ?ny ivays, saith

the Lord, And also that, Fsal 37. 5. Commit

thy ivay unto the Lordj trust also in him, and he

shall bring it to pass.

About this time they came yelping from
Hadley, having there killed three Lnglish

men, and brought one captive with them,
viz, Thomas Read* They all gathered about

the poor man, asking him many questions.

1 desired also to go and see him ; and when
I came, he was crying bitterly, suppoi^^ing

they would quickly kill him. Whereupon
I asked one of them, v/hether they intended
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to Tcill him, he answered me they would

not : He being a little cheered with that, I

asked him about the welfare of my husband,

he told me he saw him such a tim-e in the

bay, and he was well, but very melancholy.,

By which I certainly understood (though I

suspected it before) that whatsoever the In-

dians told me respecting him, was vanity

and lies. Some of them told me h^ was
dead, and they had killed him : Some said

he was married again, and that the governor

wished him to marry, and told hiin he should

have his choice, and that ail persuaded him
1 was dead. So like were these barbarous

creatures to him who was a liar froiii the

beginning.

As I was sitting once in the wigwam here,

Philip's maid came in w"ith the child in her

arms, and asked me to give her a piece of my
apron, to make a flap for it ; I told her I

would not ; then my mistress bid m.e give it,,

but I still said no. The maid told me, if I

would not give her a piece, she would tear a

p^cce off it : I told her I would tear her coatj

then : With that my mistress rises up, and
takes up a stick big enough to have killed

me, and struck at me with it, but I stept

out, and she struck the stick into the mat of
the wigwam. But while she was pulling of
it out, I ran to the maid and gave her all my
apron, and so that storm went over,

O
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Hearing that my son was come to tliis;

place, 1 went to see him, and told him his Fa-

ther was well, but very melancholy : He
told me he was as much grieved for his Fa-

ther, as for himself j I wondered at his

speech, for I thought I had enough upon my
spirit, in reference to myself, to make me
mindless of my husband, and every one else,

they being safe among their friends. He
told me also, that a while before, his master,

(together with other Indians) were going to

the French for powder, but by the way the

Moliawks met with them, and killed four of
their company, which made the rest turn

back again ; for which I desire that myself

and he may bless the Lord ; for it might
have been worse with him, had he been sold

to the French, than it proved to be in his re-

maining with the Indians.

1 went to see an English youth in this

place, one John Gilberd of Springfield. I

found him lying without doors upon the

ground ; I asked him how he did ? he told

me he was very sick of a flux with eating so

much blood. They had turned him out of

the wigwam, and with him an Indian Papoos,

almost dead, (whose parents had been killed)

' in a bitter cold day without fire or cloaths :

The young man himself had nothing on but

his shirt and waistcoat. 1 his sight was e-

nough to melt a heart of flint. There they

lay quivering in the cold, the youth round
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like a dog, the papoos stretched out with his

eyes and nose, and mouth full of dirt, and

yet alive, and groaning. I advised John to

^o and get to some fire ; he told me he couk!

not stand, but I persuaded him still, lest he

should lye there and die. And with much
ado I got him to a fire, and went myself

:home. As soon as I had got home, his mas-

ters daughter came after me, to know what
1 had done with the English man ? i told her I

had got him to a fire in such a place. Now
had I need to pray Paul's Prayer, 2. Thess, 3.

2. That we may be deliveredfrom unreasonable

and wicked men. For her satisfaction I went
along with her, and brought her to him \

but before I got home again, it was noised a-

bout, that I was running away, and getting

the English youth along with me : That as

soon as 1 came in, they began to rant and
domineer, asking me where 1 had been, and'
what I had been doing ? and saying they
would knock me on the head : i told them I

had been seeing the English youth, and that.

I would not run away. They told me I lied,

and getting up a hatchet, they came to mej
and said, they would knock me down if [

stired out again ; and so confired Tne to the
wjgwam. Now may I say with David. 2,
Sam.-24f. 14. lam in a great strait. If I keep
in, I must die with hunger ; and if I go out,
I must be knocked on the head. This dis-

tressed condition held that day, and half the
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next y and then the Lord remembered ms,,

whose mercies are great. Then came an In-

dian to me with a pair of stockings which
were too big for him, and he would have me
ravel them out, and knit them fit for him.
I shev/ed myself willing, and bid him ask my
mistress if I might go along with him a little

way ? she said, yes, 1 might ; but I was not

a little refreshed with that news, that I had
my liberty again. Then I went along with,

him, and he gave me some roasted ground
nuts, which did again revive my feeble sto-

mach.
Being got out ©f her sight, I had time and

liberty again to look into my bible, w^hich

was my guide by day, and my pillow by
jiight. Now that comfortable scripture pre-

sented itself to me, Jsai. 45. 7. For a small

T.ioment have I. forsaken thee, but iviih great mer-

des will I gather thee. Thus the Lord carried

iTit along from one time to another, and

made good to me this precious, promise, and
many others. Then my son came to see me,

and I asked his master to let him stay a while

wirh me, that I might comb his head, and
look over him, for he was almost overcome
with lice. He told me when I had done, that

he w'as very hungry, but I had nothing to re-

lieve him but bid him go into the wigwams
as he went along, and see if he could get any

thing among them. Which he did, and (k

^eems) tarried a little to long, for h is master
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was angry with him, and beat him, and then

sold him. Then he came running to tell me
he had a new master, and that he had given

him some ground nuts already. Then !

went along with him to his new master,

who told me he loved him, and he should

not want. So his master carried him av/ay,

and I never saw him afterward, till I saw
him at Piscataqua in Portsmouth.

That night they bid me go out of the wig-

warn again : My mistress's papoos was sick,

and it died that night ; and there was one
benefit in it, that there was more room. I

went to a wigwam, and they bic4 rile come in,,

and gave me a skin to lye upon, and a mess
of venison and ground nuts, which was a,

choice dish among them. On the morrow
they buried the papoose ; and afterward,

both morning and evening, there came a
company to mourn and howl with her:
though 1 confess I could not much condole
with them. Many sorrowful eyes I had in

this place j often getting alone, like a crane or

a swallow, so did I chatter ; 1 did mourn as a
dove, mine eyes fail with looki?7.g upzvard, O
Lord, lam oppressed, undertake for me, Isni. 3S^

3 4. I could tQMx.\\z\^OYd^^H^?^€kiah,ver. 5.

Remember now Lord, Ibes'^ech thee,b&iv 1 havs
walked before thee in truth. Now had I tima
to examine all my ways : My conscience did
not accuse meof unrighteousness towards one
or other

^
yet I saw how in my walk with

2-
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•God, I had been a careless creature. As Da*
vid said, AgMnst ihee and thee only have I sirir

tied. And i might say with the poor Publi-

<:an, God be merciful unto me a sinner. Upoa
the Sabbath days I could look upon the sun,

and think, how people were going to the

house of God, to have their souls refreshed^

and then home, and their bodies also ; but I

"Was destitute of both, and n ight say as the

poor Prodigal, He would fmn havefilled his

belief with the husks that the swine did eat, and
;.no man gave urJo hi?n,Lukey 15. 16. For 1 must
say with him, Father I have sinned against

Heaven, and in thy sight, ver. 21. 1 remem^
bered how on the night before and after the

oabbathj when my family was about me, and
'relations and neighbors with us ; we could

pray, and sing, and refresh our bodies with

the good creatures of God, and then have a

•comfortable bed to lye down on ; but instead

of all this, I had only a little swiii for the

body, and then like a swine, must lye dowa
jvon the ground* I cannot express to man, the

sorrow that lay upon my spirit, the Lord
knows, it. Yet that comfortable scriptural

would often come to my mind, ¥or a small,

?no?r^t2t have 1forsaken thee, but with great.mez'

ties will i gather thes^
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The fourteenth remove.

Now must we pack up and be gone from
t-his thicket, bending our course toward the

bay towns. 1 having nothing to eat by the

way this day, but a few crumbs of cake, that

an Indian gave my girl, the same day we
were taken. She gave it me and I put it in-

to my pocket : There it lay, till it was so

mouldy, (for want of good baking) that one

could not tell what it was made of ; it fell

all to crumbs, and grew so dry and hard, that

it was like little flints; and this refreshed

me many times, when I was ready to faint.

It was in my thoughts when I put it into

my mouth, that if ever I returned, I would
tell the world, what a blessing the Lord gave
to such mean food* As we went along, they

killed a Deer, with a young one in her
;

they gave me a piece of the fawn, and it was
so young and tender, that one might eat

the bones as w^ell as the flesh, and yet I

thought it very good. When night cama
OR, we sat down; it rained> but they quickly

got up a^bark wigwam, where I lay dry that

night. I looked out in the morning, and
many of them had lain in the rain all nighty

I saw by their reaking. Thus the Lord dealt

mercifully with me many times, and 1 fared

better than many of them. In the morning
they took the blood of the deer, aad pu.t it
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into the paunch, and so boiled it ; I could
eat nothing of that, though they eat it sweet-

ly. And yet they were so nice in other
things, that when I had fetched water, and
had put the dish I diped the water with, into

the kettle of water which I brought, they
would say they would knock me down for

they said it was a sluttish trick.

The fifteenth remove.

"We went on our travel. 1 having got otik

handful of ground nuts, for my support that

day : they gave me my load, and I went on
cheerfully, (with the thoughts of going
homeward) having my burden more on my
baxik than my spirit. We came to Baquaug
river again that day, near which we abode a

few days. Sometimes one of them would
give me a pipe, another a little tobacco, an-

other a little salt, which I would change for

a little victuals. I cannot but think what a

wolfish appetite persons have in a starving

condition ; for many times when they gave

me that which was hot, I was so greedy, that

I should burn my mouth, that it would
trouble me hours after, and yet I should

quickly do the same again, And after 1 was
thoroughly hungry, 1 was never again satis»

fied. For though sometimes it fell out that

I got enough, and did eat till I could eat ne
snore, yet I was as unsatisfied as I was when
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I began. And now could I see that scrip-

ture' verified, (there being many scriptures

that v/e do not take notice of, or understand

till we are afflicted) Mic. 6. 1 4.. Thou shalt eat

and not be saiisjied. Now might I see more
than ever before, the miseries that sin hath

brought upon us. Many times I should be

ready to run out against the heathen, but

that: scripture would quiet me again, Amos, S.

6. Sball there be evil in the city^ and the Lord

hath not done it ? The Lord help me to make
a right improvement of his word, and that I

might learn that great lesson, Mic. 6. 8, ^,

He hath shewed thee, man, ivhat is good^ and

ivhat doth the Lord require of thee, but to do

justly^ and love mercy, and walk humbly with

thy God ? Hear ye the rod, and who hath a^
pointed it.

The sixteenth removf.

We began this remove with wading over

Baquaug river. The water was up to the

knees, and the stream very swift, and so

eold, that I thought it would have cut me in

sunder, I was so weak and feeble, that I

reeled as I went along, and thought there i

must end my d lys at last, after my bearing

and getting through so many difficulties.

The Indians stood lausjhinsr to see me stacf-

gcring along, but in my distress, the Lord
gave me Experience of the truth and good>
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ness of that promise, ha. 43. 2. When thou

passest through the waters I will be with thee,,

and through the rivers, they shall not overffow

ihee. Then 1 sat down to put on my stock-

ings and shoes, with the tears running dowo
my eyes, and many sorrowful thoughts in

my heart. But I got up to go along with
them. Quickly there came up to ,us an la-

dian,who informed them, that I must go to

Wachuset to my master, for there was a let-

ter come from the Council to the Sagga-

mores about redeeming the captives, and
that there would be another in fourteen days,

and that I must be there ready. My heart

was so heavy before, that I couid scarce speak,

(Or go in the path ; and yet now so light that

J could run. My strength seemed to come
again, and to recruit my feeble knees, and
aching heart

;
yet it pleased them to go but

one mile that night, and there we stayed

two days. In that time came a company of

Indians to us, near thirty, ail on horseback.

My heart skiped within me, thinking they

had been English men at the first sight of

them : For they were dressed in English ap-

parel, with hats, white neckcloths, and sash-

es about their waists, and ribbonds upon their

shoulders : But when they came near, there

was a vast difference between the lovely fa-

ces of christians, and the foul looks of those

heathens, which much damped my spirit a*

gain.
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The seventeenth remove.

A comfortable remove it was to me, be-

cause ofmy hopes. Ihey gave me my pack,

and along we went cheerfully ; but quickly

my will proved more than my strength ; hav-

ing little or no refreshing, my strength faiK

ed, and my spirits were almost quite gone.

Now may I say as David, Psal. 109. 22, 23,
24'. I am poor and needy, and my heart is

wounded within me. I am gone like the shadow
when it decUneth : I am tossed up and down
like the locust : My knees are weak throughfast"

ingy and myjleshfaileth offatness. At night

we came to an Indian town, and the Indians

sat down by a wigwam discoursing, but I

was almost spent, and could scarce speak. I

laid down my load, and went into the wig-

wam, and there sat an Indian boiling of hors-

es feet ; (they being wont to eat the flesh

first, and when the feet were old and dried,

and they had nothing else, they would cut

off the feet and use themj I asked him to

give me a little of his broth, or water they
were boiling in. He took a dish, and gave
me one spoonful of Samp, and bid me take as

much of the broth as I would. Then I pv t

some of the hot water to the samp, and
drank it up. and my spirit came again. He
gave me alst a piece of the ruffe or ridding
of the small guts, and I broiled it on the
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coals .; and now may I say with jGnathan^ see

Ipray you how mine eyes are enlightened, because

I tasted a little of this honey. 1 Sam. 1*. 29,

Now is my spirit revived again; though
means be never so inconsiderable, yet if the
L'M d bf -^tow his blessinsf upon them, they
shall refresh both soul and body.

The eighteenth remove.

We took up our packs, and along we went.
But a wearisome day 1 had of it. As we
went along, I saw an English man stript nak-
ed, and laying dead upon the ground, but
knew not vi ho it was. Then we came to

another Indian town, where we stayed all

night. Ill this town there were four En-
glish children, captives, and one of them my
own sister's. I went to see how she did, and
she was well, considering her captive condi-

tion. I would have tarried that night with

her, but they that owned her would not

suffer it. Then 1 went to another wigwam,
where they were boiling corn and beans,

which was a lovely sight to see, but I could

rot get a taste thereof. Then 1 went into

another wigwam, where there w^ere; two of

the English children : The Squaw was boil-

ing horses feet, she cut me off a little piece,

and gave one of the English children a piece

also. Beirg very hungry, I had quickly eat

up mine j but the child could not bite it.
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It was so tough and sinewy, but lay suck-

ing, gnawing, chewing apd slabbering of it in

the mouth and hand, then I took it of the

child, and ate it myself, and savory it was to

my taste. That I niay say as Job, Chap. 6. 7-

The things that tny soul refused to touch, are as

my sorrowful meat. Thus the Lord made that

pleasant and refreshing, which another time

would have been an abomination. Tiien I

went home to my mistress' wigwam, and
they told me I disgraced my master with
begging, and if ! did so any more, they

would knock me on the head ; I fold them
they had as good do that, as starve me to

^eath.

The nineteenth remove.

They said, when we went Dut, that wc
must travel to Wachuset this day. But a

bitter weary day I had of it ; travelling now
three days together, without resting any
day between. At last, after many weary
steps, I saw Wachuset hills, but many miles

off. Then we came to a great swamp,
through which we travelled up to the knees
in mud and water, which was heavy going
to one tired before. Being almost spent, I

thought 1 should have sunk down at last, and
never get out ; but I may say as in PsaJ. 9i.

18. When my foot slipped, thy mercy Lord
held me up. (voing along, having indeed mv
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life, but little spirit, Philip (who was in the
company) came up, and took me by the hand,
and said, two weeks more, and you shall be

mistress again. I asked him if he spake
true ? he answered, yes, and quickly you
shall come to your master again, who had
been gone from us three weeks. After

many weary steps, we came to Wachuset,
where he was, and glad was I to see him.

He asked me when 1 washed me ? I told him
not this month j then he fetched me some
water himself, and bid me wash, and gave

me the glass to see how 1 looked, and bid his

Squaw give me something to eat. So she

gave me a mess of beans and meat, and a

little ground nut cake. I was wonderfully

revived with this favor shewed me. Psal.

306. 46. //(? made them also to be pitied of all

these that carried them captinjes.

My master had three Squaws, living some-

times with one, and sometimes with another.

One, this old Squaw at whose wigwam I was,

and with whom my master had been those

three weeks, another was Wettimore, with

whom I had lived and served all this while.

A severe and proud dame she was ; bestow-

ing every day in dressing herseU near as

limch time as any of the gentry of the land :

Powdering her hair, and painting her fac,e,

going with her necklaces, with jewels in her

ears, and bracelets upon her hands. When
she had dressed herseU, her work was tc
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make girdles of wampom and beads. The
third Squaw was a younger one, by whom
he had two papooses. By that time I was
refreshed by the old Squaw, Wettimore's

maid came to call me home, at which I fell a

weeping. Then the old Squaw told me to

encourage me, that when I wanted victuals,

I should come to her, and that I should lye

in her wigwam. 1 hen I went with the maid^
and quickly I came back and lodged there.

The Squaw laid a Mat under me, and a good
rug over me 5 the first time that I had any
such kindness shewed me. I understood
that Vv^ettimore thought, that if she should
let me go and serve with the old Squaw,
she should be in danger to loose not only
my ser vice but the redemption pay also.

And I was not a little glad to hear this ; be-

ing by it raised in my hopes, that in God*s
due time, there would be an end of this sor-

rowful hour. Then came an Indian and asked
me to knit h'm three pair of stockings, for
which 1 had a hat, and a silk handkerchief.
Then another asked me to make her a shift,

for which she gave me an apron.

Then came Tom and Peter with the second
letter from the counsel, about the captives.

Though they were Indians, I got them by
the hand, and burst out into tears j my heart
was so full that I could not speak to them v

but recovering myself, I asked them how
my husband did .'* and all my friends and
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acquaintance ? they said they were well, but
very melancholy. They brought me two
biscuits, and a pound of tobacco. The to-

bacco I soon gave away : When it was all

gone, one asked me to give him a pipe of to-

bacco, I told him it was all gone ; then be-

gan he to rant and threaten j I told him
when my husband came, I would give him
some : Hang him, rogue, (says he) I will

knock out his brains, if he comes here. And
then again in the same breath, they would
say, that if there should come an hundred
without guns, they would do them no hurt*

So unstable and like mad men they were*

So that fearing the worst, I durst not send to

ipy husband, though there were some
thoughts of his coming to redeem zA fetch

me, not knowing what might follow ; for

there was little more trust to them, than to

the master they served* When the letter

was come, the Saggamores met to consult a-

bout the captives, and called me to them, to

enquire how muchmy husband would give

to redeem me : When 1 came, I sat down a-

mong thein,asl was wont to do, as their mani
aer is ; then they bid me stand up, and said

they were the General Court, i hey bid m&
speak what I thought he would give. Mow
kn-ov\ing that all we had was destroyed by

the Indiums, i was in a great strait. 1 thought

if 1 should speak of but a little, it would be^

Slighted, and hinder the matter j if of. a great
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sum, I knew not where it would be procur-

ed
;
yet at a venture, I said twenty pounds,

yet desired them to take less ; but they

would not hear of that but sent that message

to Boston, that for twenty pounds I should

be redeemed. It was a praying Indian that

wrote their letter for them, lliere v/as an-

other praying Indian, who told me, that he
had a brother that would not eat horse, his

conscience was so tender and scrupulous^

(thousrh as larere as hell, for the destruction

of poor christians) then he said he read that

scripture to hiiTi, 2. King. 6. 25. Tbe're was a

famine in Samaria^ and bshold they besii'^ed /V,

until an asses head was soldforfourscore piec: of
silver, and the fourth part of a kab of dcve-i

dung, forfive pieces ofsiher. He expounded
this place to his brother, and shewed him ihat

it was lawful to eat that in a famine, whicf?

is not at another time. And now says he,

he will eat horse with any Indian of them all.

There was another praying Indian, who when
he had done all the mischief that he could,

betrayed his own Father into the English';?

hands, thereby to purchase his own life:

Another praying Indian was at Sadbury
fight, though as he deserved, he was after-

%vard hanged for it. There was anather
praying Indian so wicked and cruel, as tcy

wear a string about his neck, strung witli

christian fingers-. Another praying indiao:

when- they went to Sudbury fights, went witia^
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them, and ills Squaw also with him, with
her papoos at her back : Before they went
to that fight, they got a company together

toPowaw : The manner was as foiioweth..

There was one that kneeled upon a deer

skin, with the company round him in a ring,

who kneeled, striking upon the ground with
their hands, and with sticks, and muttering
or humming with their mouths. Besides.

him who kneeled in the ring, there also stood

one with a gun in his hand : Then he on the

deer skin made a speech, and all manifested

assent to it, and so they did many times to-

getherw Then they bid him with the gun go
out of the ring, which he did ; but when he

was out, they called him in again ; but he

seemed to make a stand : Then they called

the more earnestly, till he returned agaiuo

Then they all sung. Then they gave him
two gunSj in each hand one. And so he on
the deer skin began again ; and at the end of

every sentence in his speaking, they all

assented, humming or muttering with their

mouths, and striking upon, the ground with

their hands* Then -they bid him with the

two guns, go out of the ring again,; which

he did a Httle way. Then they called hirn

in again, but he made a stand, so they called

him with greater earnestness : But he stood

reeling and wavering, as if he knew not

whether he should stand or fall, or which
w^y ^ g<^ "ii^en they called him with ex^
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ceeding great vehemency, all of them, one

and another^ After a little while he turned

in, staggeikig as he went, with his arms^

stretched out, in each hand a gun. As
soon as he came in, they all sung and rejoiced

exceedingly a while, and.then he upon the

deer skin made another speech, unto which
they all assented in a rejoicing manner ; and

so they ended their business,; and forthwith

went to Sudbury figlit»

To my thinking, they went without any

scruple but that they should prosper, and
gain the victory. And they went out not

so rejoiccing, but they came home with

as great a victory. For they said they had
killed two Captains, and almost an hundred
men. One English man they brought alive

with them, and he said it was too truf , for

they had made sad work ,at Sudbury ; as in-

deed it proved. Yet they came home with-

out that rejoiceing and triumphing over

their victory, which they were wont to shew
at other times : But rather like dogs, (as

they say) which have lost their ears;^ . Yet I

could not perceive that it was for their own
loss of men ; they said they lost not above
five or six 5 and I missed none, except in one
wigwam. When-ihey went, they acted as

if the Devil had told them that they should
gain the victory ; and now they acted as if

the devil had told them that they should

Iiavc a fall. Whether it were so or no, I
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cannot tell, but so it proved : For quickly
they began to fall, and so held on ^hat sum-
mer, till they came to utttr ruin. T hey
came home on a Sabbath day, and the Powaw
that kneeled upon the Deer skin, came home
(I may say without any abuse) as black as the

l)eviK When my master came home, he
came to me, and bid me make a shirt for his

Papoos of a holland laced pillowbeer. A-
bout that time tljere came an Indian to me,
and bid me come to his wigwam at night, and
he would give me some pork and ground-
nutSv Which 1 did, and as 1 was eating, an-

other Indian said to me, he seems to be your
good friend, but he killed two English men
at Sudbury, and there lye their cloaths be-

hind you ', I looked behind roe, and there I

saw bloody cloaths, with bullet holes in

them J yet the Lord suffered not this wretch
to do me any hurt. Yea, instead of that, he
many times refreshed me : Five or six times

did he and his Squaw refresh my feeble car-

cass. If I went to their wigwam at any time,

they would always give me something, and
yet they were strangers that 1 never saw be-

fore. Another Squaw gave me a piece of

fresh pork, and a little salt with it, and lent

me her fryingpan to fry it -, and I cannot but

remember what a sweet, pleasant and de-

lightful relish that bit had to me, to this day.

So little do we pri2:e common mercies, wli-€i»

we have them to the fulh



Of MARY ROWLANDSON 61

The twentieth remove.

k was their usual manner to remove,

when they had doiTfc any mischief, lest they

should be found out ; and so they did at this

time. We went about three or four miles,

and there they built a great wigwam, big

enough to hold an hundred Indians, which

they did in preparation to a great day of

dancing. They would now say amongst

themselves, that the governor would be so

angry for his loss at Sudbury, that he would
send no more about the captives, which made
me grieve and tremble. My sister being

not far from this place, and hearing that I

was here, desired her master to let her come
and see me, and he was willing to it, and
would go with her ; but she being ready

first, told him she would go before, and was
come within a mile or two of the place : Then
he overtook her, and began to rant as if he

had been mad, and made her go back again

in the rain ; so that 1 ;cver saw her till i

saw her in Charlestown. But the Lord re*,

quited many of their ill doings, for this In^

dian, her master, was hanged afterward at

Boston. They began now to come from aU

quarters, against their merry dancing day :

Amongst some of them came one good wife-

kettle : I told her'my heart was so heavy that

it was ready to break : So is mine tooj said
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she, but yet I hope we shall hear some good
news shortly. I could hear how earnestly

my sister desired to see me, and I earnestly

desired to see her
; yet neither of us could

get an opportunity. My daughter was now
but about a mile off ; and I had not seen her
in nine or ten weeks, as I had not seen my
sister since our first taking. I desired them
to let me go and see them, yea, I intreated,

begged and persuaded them to let me see

my daughter 5 and yet so hard hearted were
they, that they would not suffer it. They
made use of their tyranical power whilst

they had it, but through the Lord's wonder-
ful mercy, their time was now but short.

On a Sabbath day, the sun being about an

hour high in the afternoon, came Mr^ John
Hoar, (the counsel permitting him and his

own forward spirit inclining him) together

with the tv/o forementioned Indians, Tom
and Peter, with the third letter from the

Council. "When they came near, I was a-

broad; they present^y called me in, and bid

me sit down, and r
»

' stir. Then they catch-

cd up their guns and away they ran, as if an

enenriy had been at hand, and the guns went

off apace. I manifested some great trouble,

and they asked me what was the matter ? I

told them 1 thought they had killed the In-

glish man, (for they had in the mean time

told me that an English man was come) they

said no j they shot over his horse, and
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under, and before his horse ; and they

pushed him this way and that way, at their

pleasure, shewing what they could do»

rhen they let them come to their wigwams.
I begged of them to let me see the English

man, but they would not ; but there was I

fain to sit their pleasure. When they had
talked their fill with him, they suffered me
to go to himo We asked each other of our
welfare, and how my husband did, and all

my friends ? he told me they were all well,

and would be glad to see me. Among othesr

things which my husband sent me, there

came a pound of tobacco, which 1 sold for

nine shillings in money : For many of them
for want of tobacco, smoked hemlock and
ground ivy. It was a great mistake in any
who thought I sent for tobacco, for through
the favor of God, that desire was overcome.
1 now asked them, whether I should go home
with Mr. Hoar ? they answered no, one and
another of them ; and it being late, we lay

down with that answer : In the morning
Mr. Hoar invited the Saggamorcs to dinner

;

but when we went to get it ready, we found
they had stolen the greatest- part of the pro-
vision Mr. Hoar had brought. And we may
see the wonderful power of God, in that one
passage, in that when there was such a num-
ber of them together, and so greedy of a lit-

tle good food, ar.d no h-Piish here but Mr.
Hoar atid myself, that there they did not
knock us on the bead, and taLe what wc
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had ; there being not only some provision,

but also trading cloth, a part of the twenty
.pounds agreed upon : But instead of doing
us any mischief, they seemed to be ashamed
of the fact, and said it was Matchit Indians

tliat did it. Oh that we could believe that

there is nothing too hard for God ! God
shewed his power pyer the Heathen in this,

as he did over the hungry Irons, when Dan-
iel was cast into the den. Mr. Hoar called

them betime to dinner, but they eat but lit-

tle, they being so busy in dressing them-
selves and getting ready for their dance ;

which was carried on by eight of them, four

men and four Squaws ; my master and mis-

tress being two. He was dressed in his hol-

land shirt, with great laces sewed at the tail'

of it, he had his bilver buttons, his white

stockings, his garters hung round with shil-

lings, and had girdles of waaipom upon his

head and shoulders. She had a kersey coat,

covered with girdles of wampom from the

loins upward. Her arms from her elbows

to her hands, were covered with bracelets,

there were handfuls of Necklaces about her

neck, and several sorts of jewe's in her ears.

She had fine red stockings, and white shoes,

her hair powdered and her face painted red,

that was always before black. And all the

dra-icers were after the same manner. There

were two other singing and knocking on a

kettle for their music. Ihey kept hopping
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up and down one after another, with a ket-

tle of water in the midst, standing warm up-

on some embers, to drink of when they

were dry. They held on till it was almost

night, throv/ing out warnpom to the stand-

ers by. At night 1 asked them again, if I

should go home ? they all as one said no, ex-

cept my husband v^'ould come forme. When
we were lain down, my mabter v/ent out of

the wigwam, and by and by sent in an In-

dian, called James the Printer, who told Mr,
Hoar, that my master would let me go home
to morrow, if he would let him have one
pint liquor. Then Mr. Hoar called his own
Indians, Tom and Peter, and bid them all go,

and see if he would promise it before them
three ; and if he would, he should have it,

which he did, and had it. Philip smelling

the.business, called me to him, and asked me
what I would give him, to tell me some good
news, and to speak a good word for mcy
that I might go home to morrow ? I told

him 1 could not tell what to give him, I

would any thing I had, and asked him what,
he would have ? He said two coats, and
twenty shillings in money, half a bushel of
seed corn, and some tobacco. 1 thanked him
for his love, but I knew that good news as

well as that crafty fox. My master after

he had his drink, quickly came rantinpr-

ifito the wigwam again, and called for Mr.
Hoar, drinking to him, and baying he was a

Q
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good man, and then again he would say,

hang him rogue. Being almost drunk, he
would drink to him, and yet presently say he
should be hanged. Then he called for me ;

I trembled to hear him, and yet I was fain to

go to him ; and he drank to me, shewing
no incivility. He was the first Indian 1 saw
drunk, all the time I was among them. At
last his Squaw ran out, and he after her,

round the wigwam, with his money jingling

at his knees, but she escaped him ; but hav-

ing an old Squaw he ran to her j and so

through the Lord's mercy, we were no more
troubled with him that night. Yet I had
not a comfortable nights rest ; for I think I

can say, I did not sleep for three nights to-

gether. The night before the letter came
irom the council, I could not rest, I was so

full of fears and troubles
;

yea, at this time I

could not rest night nor day. The next

night I was overjoyed, Mr. Hoar being come,

and that with such good tidings. The third

night I was even swallowed up with the

thoucrhts of ffoin? home asrain, and that I

must leave my children behmd me m the

wilderness ; so that sleep was now almost

departed from mine eyes.

On Tuesday morning they called their

General Court (as they stilcd it) to consult

and determine, whether I should go home or

no. And they all seemingly consented thaC

I should go, except Philip, who would not

come among them.
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Bat before I go any farther, I would take

leave to mention a few remarkable passages

of Providence, which I took special notice of

in my afflicted time.

] . Of the fair opportunity lost in the long

march, a little after the Fort fight, when our
English army was so numerous, and in pur-

suit of the enemy, and so near as to overtake

several and destroy them ; and the enemy in

such distress for food, that our men might
track them by their rooting in the earth for

ground nuts, whilst they were flying for their

lives
J

I say that then our army should want
provision, and be forced to leave their pur-

suit, and return homeward, and the very
next week the enemy came upon our tovv'o,

like bears bereft of their whelps, or so many
ravenous wolves, rending us and our lambs
to death. But what shall I say ? God seem-
ed to leave his people to themselves, and or-

dered all things for his own holy ends. Shall
there be evil in the city and the Lord hath not

done it ? They are not grieved for the afflictions

of Josephs therefore they shall go captive^

-with thefirst that go captive. It is the Lord's
doings and it should be marvellous in our eyes.

^
2. 1 cannot but remember, how the In-

dians derided the slowness and dulness of the
English army in its setting cut. For after
the desolations at Lancaster and Medlield, as
I went along with them, they asked me when
I thought the English army would come af-

ter them ? I told them I could not tell It
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may be they may come in May, said they.
Thus did they scoff at us, as if the English
would be a quarter of a year getting ready.

3. Which also I have hinted before, when
the English army with new supplies were
sent forth to pursue after the enemy, and
they understanding it, fled before them till

they came to Baquaug river, where they
forthwith went over safely ; that, that river

should be impassable to the English. 1 can
but admire to see the wonderful providence
of God in preserving the heathen for farther

affliction to our poor country. They could
go in great numbers over, but the English
must stop : God had an overruling hand in

all those things.

4. it v/as thought, if their corn were cut

down, they would starve and die with hun-
ger ; and all that could be found, was de-

stroyed, and they driven from that little

they had in store, into the woods, in the

midst of winter ; and yet how to admiration

did the Lord preserve them for his holy

ends, and the destruction of many still a-

mong the English ! strangely did the Lord
provide for them, that I did not see (all the

time I was among them) one man, woman
or child die with hunger^ Though many
times they would eat that that a hog or a

dog^ would hardly touch j
yet by that God

strengthened them to be a scourge to liif?

people.
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Their chief and commonest food was
ground nuts ; they cat also nuts, and acorns,

hartychoak?, lilly roots, ground beans, and

several other weeds and roots, that Iknow net.

They would pick up old bones, and cut

them in pieces at the jointSj and if they were

full of worms and maggots, they would
scald them over the fire, to make the vermine

come out, and then boil them, and drink up
the liquor, and then beat the great ends of

them in a morter, and so eat theni. They
would eat horses guts, and ears, and all sorts

of wild birds which they could catch : Also,

bear, venison, beavers, tortois, frogs, squir-

rels, dogs, skunks and rattlesnakes : Yea, the

very bark of trees ; besides all sorts of crea-

tures, and provision which they plundered

from the English. I can but stand in admi-
ration to see the wonderful power of God,
in providing for such a vast number of our
enemies in the wilderness, where there v,'a3

nothing to be seen, but from hand to mouth.
Many times in a morning, the generality of
them, would eat up all they had, and yet

have some further supply against they want-
ed. It is said, Psal. 81. 13, 14, Ch that my
people had hearkened to me, and Israel had walk-

ed in 7ny ivays ; I should soon ha-ve subdued their

enemies, and turned my hand agdnst their adver.

saries. But now our perverse and evil car-

riages in the sight of the Lord, havess of-

fended him, that instead of turning his hand-
Q. 2.
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agalast them, the Lord feeds and nourishes
them up to be a scourge to the whole land.

5. Another thing that I would observe is>

the strange providence of God in turning
things about when the Indians were at the
highest, and the English at the lowest. I

was with the enemy eleven weeks and five

days, and not one week passed without their

fury, and some desolation by fire and sword
upon one place or other. They mourned
for their own losses, yet triumphed and re-

joiced in their inhumane and devilish cruelty

to the English.. They would boast much o£
their victories ; saying, that in two hours
time, they had destroyed such a captain, and
his company in such a place j and such a
captain and his company in such a place

:

And boast how many towns they had des-

troyed, and then scoff, and say, they had
done them a good turn, to send them to

Heaven so soon. Again, they would say,

this Summer they would knock all the rogues

on the head or drive them into the sea, oc

make them flee the country ; thinking sure-

ly, Agag like, the bitterness of death is past.

Now the heathen begin to think all is their

own ; and the poor christians hopes to

fail, (as to man) and now their eyes are more
to God, and their hearts sigh Heavenward,

and to say in good earnest, Help Lord or we
perish. When the Lord had brought his

ppopie to this, that they saw no help in any

thing but himsclF, then he takes the quarrel
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into his own had ; and though they had
made a pit (in their own imaginations) as

deep as Hell for the christians that summer,
yet the Lord hurled themselves into it. And
the Lord had not so many ways before to

preserve them, but now he hath as many to

destroy them.

But to return again to my going home ;

where we may see a remarkable change of

providence : At first they were all against it,

except my husband would come for me ; but
afterward they assented to it, and seemed to

rejoice in it : Some asking me to send them
some bread, others some tobacco, others

shaking me by the hand, offering me a hood
and scarf to ride in : not one moving hand
or tongue against it. Thus hath the Lord
answered my poor desires, and the many
earnest requests of others put up unto God
for me. In my travels an Indian came to
me, and told me, if I were wilUng, he and his

Squaw would run away, and go home along
with me. I told them no ; 1 was not wtllin|^

to run away, but desired to wait God's time,

that I might go home quietly, and without
fear. And now God hath granted me my
desire. O the wonderful power of God thrit

I have seen, and the experiences that 1 have
had : I have been in the midst of those roar-
ing Uons, and savage bears, that feared nei-

ther God, nor man, nor the devil, by nig] t

and day, alone and in company ; sleeping all

sorts together, and yet not one of them ever
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offered the least abuse of unchastity to me, ia

word or action. Though some are ready to

say, I speak it for my own credit ; but I

speak it in the presence of God and his glo-

ry. God*s power is as great now, as it was
to save Daniel in the lions den, or the three

children in the fiery furnace. I may well say

as he, PW. 170. 12. Oh give thanks unioihe

Lordfor he is good, for his mercy endureih for-

ever. Let the redeemed ofthe Lord say so^ ivhom

he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy :

Especially that I should come away in the

midst of so many hundreds of enemies, and

not a dog move his tongue. So I took my
leave of them, and in coming along, my heart

melted into tears more than all the while I

\vas with them, and I was almost swallowed

up with the thoughts that ever I should go

homeagain. About the suns going down, Mr.

Hoar, myself, and the two Indians, came to

Lancastor, and a solemn sight it was to me.

There had I lived many comfortable years a-

mong my relations and neighbors ; and now
not one christian to be seen, nor one house

left standing. We went on to a farm house

tha:t was yet standing- where we lay all night

;

and a comfortable lodging we had, though

nothing but straw to lye on. The Lord pre-
,

served us in safety that night, and raised us
|

up again in the morning, and carried us a-

long, that before noon we came to Concord.

Now was I full of joy, and yet not without

sorrov/ : Joy, to see such a lovely sights so
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many christians together, and some of them
my neighbors : There I met with my broth-

er, and my brother in law, who asked me if

I knew where his wife was ? poor heart !

he had helped to bury her, and knew it not

:

She being shot down by the house, was partly

burnt, so that those who were at Boston at

the desolation of the town, and came back

afterwards and buried the dead, did not know
her. Yet I was not without sorrow, to

think how many were looking and longing,

and my own children among the rest, to

enjoy that deliverance that 1 had now re-

ceived ; and I did not know whether ever I

should see them again. Being recruited

with food and raiment, we went to Boston
that day ; where I met with my husband,
but the thoughts of our dear children, one
being dead, and the other we' could not tell

where, abated our comfort each in other. I

was not before so much hemed in by the

merciless and cruel heathen, but now as much
with pitiful, tender hearted and compassion-
ate christians. In that poor and beggarly
condition, I was received in, I was kindly
entertained in several houses : So much love
I received from several, (many of whom I

knew not) that I am not capable to declare it.

But the Lord knows them all by name :

The Lord reward them seven fold into their

bosoms of his spirituals, for their temporals.
The twenty pounds, the price of my redemp-
tion, was raised by some Boston gentlewom-
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en, and M. Usher, whose bounty and chari-

ty, I would not forget to make mention of.

Then Mr. Thomas Shepard of Charlstown
received us into his house, where we contin-

ued eleven weeks ; and a father and mother
they were unto uSi And many more tender
hearted friends we met with in that place.

We were now in the midst of love, yet not
without much and frequent heaviness of
heart, for our poor children, and other rela-

tions, who were still in affliction. The
week following, after my coming in, the

Governor and counsel sent to the Indians a-

gain, and that not without success ; for they

brought in my sister and good wife Kettle.

Their not knowing where our children were,

was a sore trial to us still ; and yet we were
not without secret hopes of seeing them a-

gain. That which was dead lay heavier up-

on my spirit, than those which were alive a-

mong the heathen ; thinking how it suffered

with its wounds, and I was not able to re-

lieve it ; and how it was buried by the hea-

then in the wilderness from among all chris-

tians. We were hurried up and down in

our thoughts, sometimes we should hear a

report that they were gone this way, and

sometimes that ; and that they were come in,

ill this place or that. We kept inquiring to

hear concerning them, but no certain news as

yet. About this time the council had order-

ed a day of publick Thanksgiving, though!

thought 1 had stiil cause of mourning j being
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\insettled in our minds we thought we would
ride eastward, to see if we could hear any-

thing concerning our children. As we were
riding along between Ipswich and Rawly, we
met with William Hubbard, who told us our

son Joseph, and my sisters son, were come in

to Major Waldren's : 1 asked him how he

knew it ? he said the Major himself told him
so. So along we went till we came to New-
bury ; and their minister being absent, they

desired my husband to preach the Thanksgiv-

ing for them ; but he was not willing to stay

there that night, but would go over to Salis-

bury, to hear farther, and come again in the

morning, which he did, and preached there

that day.

At night, when we had done, one came
and told him that his daughter was come in

at Providence : Here was mercy on both
hands. Now hath God fulfilkd that precious

scripture, which was such a comfort to me in

my distressed condition. When my heart

v/as ready to sink into the earth, and my
knees trembling under me, and I was walking
through the valley cfthe shadow ofdeath : I'hen

the Lord brought, and has now fulfilled that

reviving word unto me, Thus saith the Lerd^
refrain thy voice from weepings and thy eyes frojn

tears, for thy work shall be rewarded^ saith the

Lord^ and they shall come again from the land of
the enemy. Now we were between them, the
one on the East, and the other on the West ;

our son being nearest, we went to him first,
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to Portsmouth, where we met with him, and-

with the Major also; who told us, he had done
what he could, but could not redeem him un-

der Seven pounds, which the good people

thereabouts were pleased to pay. The Lord
reward the Major, and all the rest, though
unknown to me, for their labor of love. My
sisters son was redeemed for four pounds
which the council gave orders for the pay-

ment of. Having now received one of our
children, we hastened toward the other : go-

ing back through Newbury, my husband
preached there on the sabbath day, for which,

they rewarded him manifold.

(3n Mondaywe came to Charlstown,where
we heard that the governor of Rhodeisland

had sent over for our daughter, to take care

of her, being now within his jurisdiction ;

which should not pass without our acknowl-

edgments. But she being nearer Rehoboth

than Rhodeisland, Mr. Newman went over

and took care of her, and brought her to his

own house. And the goodness of God was

admirable to us in our low estate, in that he

raised up passionate friends on every side,

when we had nothing to recompence any for

their love. The Indians were now gone that

way, that it was apprehended dangerous to

go to her ; but the carts which carried pro-

vision to the English army, being guarded,

brought her with them to Dorchester, where

we received her safe ; blessed be the Lord for

it, for great is his power, and he can do'what-
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soever seemeth him good. Her coming in

was afterthis manner : She was travelling one
day with the Indians, with her basket at her

back ; the company of Indians were got be-

fore her, and gone out of sight, all except

one Squaw : She followed the Squaw til!

night, and then both of them lay down, hav-

ing nothing over them but the heavens, nor
under them but the earth. Thus she travel-

led three days together, having nothing to eat

or drink but water and o-reen Hirtle berries.o
At last they came into Prv)vidence, where she

was kindly entertained by several of that

town. The Indians often said, that 1 should
never have her under twenty pounds, but
now the Lord hath brought her in upon free

cost, and given her to me the second time.

The Lord make us a blessing indeed, each to

others. Now have 1 seen that scripture also

fulfilled, Deut, 30. 4, 7. Ifany ofthine be driveit

out to the utmost parts ofHeaven^from thence

ivill the Lord thy God gather thee, endfrom
thence ivill I fetch thee. And the Lord thy God ,

ivill put all these curses upon thine enemies^ and
on ihe?n which hate thee, which persecuted thee.

Thus hath the Lord brought me and mire
cut of that horrible pit, and hr.th.set us i:i

the midst of tender hearted and compissioii-
ate christians. This is the desire of my sou?,

that we may walk worthy of the mercies r;s

ceived, and which we are receiving.

Our family being now gathered together,

the south church in Boston hired a house F r

R
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US : then we removed from Mr. Shepard's
(those cordial friends) and went to Boston,
where we continued about three quarters of
a year : Still the Lord went along with. us,

and provided graciously for us. I thought
it some what strange to set up house keeping
with bare walls, but as Solomon says, Money
answers all thmgs : And that we had through
the benevolence of christian friends, some in

this town, and some in that, and others ;

and some from England, that in a little time

we might look and see the house furnished

with love. The Lord hath been exceeding

good to us in our low estate, in that when
we had neither house nor home, nor other

necessaries, the Lord so moved the hearts of

these and those towards us, that we wanted
neither • food nor raiment for ourselves or

ours, Prov. 1 8. 24. T/jere is a friend that

sticketh closer than a brother. And hov/ many,

such friends have we found, and now living

amongst ! and truely such a friend have ws
found him to be unto us, in whose house we
lived, viz. Mr. James Whitcomb, a friend

near hand, and afar ofi.

I can remember the time, when I used to

sleep quietly without workings in my
thoughts, whole nights together; but now
it is otherwise with me. When all are fast

about me, and no eye open, but his who ever

waketh, my thoughts are upon things past,

upon the awful dispensation of the Lord to-

wards us; upon his wonderful power and

might in carrying of us through in many
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difficulties, in returning us in safety, and suf-

fering none to hurt us. I remember in the

night season how the other day I was in the

midst of thousands of enemies, and nothing

but death before me : It was then hard work
to persuade myself, that ever I should be sat-

isfied with bread again. But now we are fed

with the finest of the wheat, and (as 1 may
say) with honey out of the rock : Instead of

the husks, we had fatted calf: The thoughts

of these things in the particulars of them, and
of the love and goodness of God towards us,

make it true of me, what David said of him-
self, Psal. 6. 6. / water my couch with' my tears.

Oh the wonderful power of God that mine
eyes have seen, affording matter enough for

my thoughts to run in, that when others are
sleeping mine eyes are weeping.

I have seen the extreme vanity of this

world : One hour I have been in healt-h, and
v/ealth, wanting nothing, but the next hour
in sickness, and,wounds, and death, having
nothing but sorrow and affliction. Before I

knew what afEiction meant, I was ready some-
times to wish for it. When I lived in pros-
perity, having the comforts of this world a-

bout me, my relations come, and my heart
cheerful, and taking little care for any thing :

and yet seeing many who preferred before
myself under many trials and afHiclions, in
sickness, weakness, poverty, losses, crosses,

and cares of the world, I should be sometimes
jealous lest I should have my portion of this

life J and that scripture would come to my
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mmdyHeb. 12. 6. For who?n the Lord loveth

he chasteneih, and scourgeth every son whom he

receiveih. Rut now I see the Lord had his

time to scourge and chasten me. The por-

tion of some is to have their affliction by-

drops but the wine of astonishment, like a
sweeping rain, that leaveth no food, did the

Lord prepare to be my portion. Affliction I

wanted, and affliction I had, full measure,

pressed down and running over : Yet I see

when God calls a person to ever so many dif-

iiculties yet he is able to carry them through,

and make them say, they have been gainers

thereby. And I hope I can say in some
measure, as David^ It is goodfor me that I hanje

been afflicted. The Lord hath shewed me the

vanity of these outward things ; that they

are the vanity of vanities, and vexation of

spirit : That they are but a shadow, a blast,

a bubble, and things of no continuance. If

trouble frouTi smaller matters begin to arise in

me, I have something at hand to check my-
self with, and say, why am I troubled ? It

was but the other day, that if I had had the

world, I would have given it for my freedom,

or to have been a servent to a christian. I

have learned to look beyond present and

smaller troubles, and to be quieted under

them as Moses said, Exod- J 4. 1 ^J, Stand stiU

and see the sahation of the Lord.
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