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NOBLE AUTHORS.

GEORGE MONKE,

DUKE of ALBEMARLE.

THIS memorable Man who raifed

himfelf by his perfoiial merit with-

in reach of a crown, which He had

the prudence or the virtue to wave, whofe being

able to place it on the head of the Heir is

imputed to aftonifliing art or fecrecy, when in

reality He only furnifhed a hand to the heart

of a nation ; and who after the greateft fcr-

vices that a fubje(5l could perform, either want-

ed the fenfe, or had the fenfe to diftinguifh

himfelf no farther ; [for perhaps he was fingu-

larly fortunate in always embracing the moment

of propriety] This Man was an author ; a

Vol. IL B light
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light in which He is by no means known, and

yet in which He did not want merit. After his

death was publifhed by authority a treatife in

Jifs own profeffionj which He compofed whifc

a prifoner in the tower : It is called

*^ Obfervations upon military and political

'* affairs, writteji by the moft honourable George

"f)uke of Albemarle, i^c'' A fmall folio.

Lend. 1671. Befides a dedication to Charles

diJei^ Second, figned John Heath, the Editor

;

it contains thirty chapters of martial rules iji-

terfperfed with political obfervations, and is in

reality a kind of military grammar. Of the -

fcicnce I am no judge : The remarks are fliort,

fqnfible and pointed. Armour was not yet in

ilifufe : He tells his young galants f >
*^ 'I'hat men

f^ we^r not arms becaufe they are afraid of

^^ danger, but becaufe they would not fear it."

I mention this to fhow his manner. He gives an

odd reafon for the ufe of pikes, preferably to

fwords ; ^' That if you arm your men with the

" latter, half the fwords amongft the common
'^ men will on the iirft march be broken with

^- cutting boughs J."

t P' 23. t ^ 27- We
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We have befldcs

f^ The Speech of General Mpnke in the

"*P^ Houfe of Commons concerning the fettling

** the conduct of the armies of the three nations

<< for the fafcty thereof
jj

."

** Speech and declaration of his Excellency

** the Lord General Monke, delivered at White-

** hall, February 21, 1659, to the Members of

V Parliament at their meeting, before the re-ad-

miifion of the formerly feciuded Members §
."

Letter to Gervafe Pigot f
.'*

'^ Letters written by General Monke relating

•^ to the Reftoration { /'' Lond. 17 14- 15.

II
Fide Buckinghani s works^ vol, i, p. 344.

. § Somers^s tra^s^ third colL vol, 2, p, 155.

'

f Peck^s Defid. curt, vol, I. lib, 6. j>. 26.

*':J:
Harl, Ciital, vol 4. p, 585.

B 2 CHARLES
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CHARLES STANLEY,.

EARL of DERBY,

A Peer of whom extremely little Is known.

His Father loft his head,* and He his

liberty for Charles the Second. The grateful

King rewarded the Son with the Lord-Lieute-

iiancies of two Counties. He has written a

piece of controverfy, the title of which is,

« The Proteflant religion is a fure foundation

<* of a true Chriftian and a good fubjed, a great

'' friend to human fociety, and a grand promo-

<« ter of all virtues, both chriftian and moral.

« By Charles Earl of Derby, Lord of Man and

*'thelfles." Lond. 167 1, the fecond editiofti

2l very thin quartg.

This
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This piece contains a demcation *' To all

*^ Supreme Powers^ by what titles foever dig-

'' nificd or diftinguifhed, /. e\ to Emperors,

^' Kings, Sovereign Princes, Republics, dsfr."

An Epiftle to the Reader ; another longer on the

fecond edition ; and the work itfelf, which is a

Dialogue between Orthodox, a royalifl, and

Cacodaemon, one popifhly afredted. His Lord-

fhip is warm againft the Church of Rome, their

Gafuifts, an^ the Jefuits ; and feems well read

in the Fathers and in polemic divinity, from

both which his ftyle has adopted much acri-

mony. He died in 1672. His Father, as has

been faid, was the brave James Earl of Derby;

his Mother, the Heroine who defended Latham-

houfe, Grand-daughter of the Great Prince

of Orange : A compound of Proteftant He-

Toifm that evaporated in controverfy*

JOHN



6 NOBLE AUTHORS.

JOHN POWLETty

MARQ^- of WINCHESTER,

GRANDSON of the Marquis mentioned

above ; an imitator of the Earl of Mon-
mouth, whom I may call the Tranjlator ; like

the preceding Lord, a prodigious fufFerer for

the royal caufe, and not more bountifully re-

warded. Indeed one does not know how to

believe what our hiftories record, that his houfe

at Bafing, which He defended for two years

together, and which the Parliamentarians burned

in revenge, contained money, jewels and furni-

ture, to the value of two hundred thoufand

pounds. Of what was compofed the bed valued

at fourteen thoufand ppunds ? In every window

the Marquis wrote with a diamond, amez\

LoyautL
. His epitaph was the compofition of

Dryden.

His
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His Lordftiip tranflated from French into

Englifh

'^ T4ic galkry of heroic Women.'* Lond.

1652.

« Talon's holy hiftory." Lond.- 1653. qu^.

And cfther books, which, fays Antony Wood,
.

,

I have not yet fcen *.

WILLIAM CAVENDISH,

DUKE of NEWCASTLE;

A Man extremely known from the courfe of

life into which he was forced, and who
would foon have teen forgotten in the walk of

fame which he chofe for himfelf. Yet as an

author He is familiar to thofc who fcarce know-

any other author --from his book ^ horfe-

* vol. 2. p, 525.

manihipi
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manfhip. Though amorous in poetry and inufic^

as my Lord Clarendon fays *, he was fitter ta

break Pegafus for a manage, than to mount

him on the fteeps of Parnaflus. Of all the

riders of that fteed perhaps there have not been

a more fantaftic couple than his Grace and his

faithful Duchefs, who was never off her pilion.

One of the noble Hiftorian's fineft portraits is of

this Duke: The Duchefs has left another;

more difFufe indeed, but not Icfs entertaining.

It is equally amufmg to hear her fometimes

compare her Lord to Julius Ca^far, and oftner

to acquaint you with fuch anecdotes, as in what

fort of cos.ch he went to Amflerdam. The
touches on her own character are inimitable

;

She fays t >
" That it pleafed God to command

" his fervant Nature to indue her with a poetical

'' and philofophical genius even from her birth,

*' for She did write fome books even in that kind

*' before She was twelve years of age." But

though She had written philofophy, it feems She

had read none, for at near forty She informs us

* voL 2. />. 507.

tJ- DedicatiGK.

that
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that She applied to the reading of philofophic

authors " in order to learn the terms of

" art t*'* But what gives one the beft idea of

her unbounded paflion for fcribling, was her

feldom reviling the copies of her works, left it

Jhfild dljlurh her following conceptions. What a

pidure of foolifh nobijity was this {lately poetic

couple, retired to their own little do:Tiaiji, and in-

toxicating one another with circumftantial flat-

tery on what was of confequence to no mortal

but themfelves ! In that repofitory of curious

portraits at Welbeck is a whole length of the

Duchefs in a theatric habit, which Tradition

fays She generally wore. Befides Lord Claren-

don's defcription, and his own Duchefs's life of

this NoUeman, there is a full account of him

in the Biographia Britannica
||

, where the ample

encomiums would endure fome abatement. He
feems to have been a man in whofe Charac-

ter Ridicule would find more materials than

Satire.

X ibid.

II ^ 1214.

Vol. n. C He
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He publifhed

*' La methode nouvelle de drefler les chevaux ;

*^ avec figures ; or the new method of manag-

^'inghorfes; with cuts," Antwerp, 1658. fol.

This was firft written in Englifli, and tranflated

into French by a Walloon.

** A new method and extraordinary invention

*' to drefs horfes, and work them according to

** nature by the fubtlcty of art." Lond. 1667.

folio. This fecond piece, as the Duke informs

his reader, " is neither a tranflation of the firft,

<'nor an abfolute ne^eflary addition to it; and

^^ may be of ufe without the other, as the other

'' hath been hitherto, and ftill is, without this

.

'* But both together will queftionlefs do beft."

A noble edition of this work has been printed of

late years in this kingdom.

'"it-'*

^ <' The Exile, a Comedy § /'

" The Country Captain, a Comedy; ^^ writ-*

ten during his banifhment, and printed at Ant-

§ VideTheatr, records^ p- S7'
wcrpy
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werp, 1649 : Afterwards prcfented by his Ma-

jefty's fervants at Black-fryars, and yery much

commended by Mr. Leigh,

^^' Variety, a. Comedy;" prefented by his

Majefty's fervants at Black-fryars : Firft printed

in 1649, and generally bound with the Country

Captain, It was alfo highly commended in a

copy of verfes by Mr, Alexander Prome.

<« The Humorous Lovers, a Comedy ;" afted

by his Royal Highnefs's fervants. Lond. 1677.

'qu°. This was received with great applaufe,

and efteemed one of the beft plays at tha^

time.

<' The triumphant Widow, or the medley of

*' Humours, a Comedy ;" acSed by his Royal

Highnefs's fervants. Lond. 1677. qu°. This

piece pleafed Mr. Shadwell fo much, that He

tranfcribed part of it into his Bury-fair, one of the

moft fuccefsful plays of that Laureate. His Bio-

grapher fays, '^ That his Grace wrote in the

*' manner of Ben Johnfon, and is allowed by

C 2. "the
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** the beft judges not to have been inferior to his

*' mafter." I cannot think thcfe panegyrics very

advantageous: What compofitions, that imi-

tated Jobnfon's pedantry, and mixed well with

Shadwell's poverty ! Johnfon, Shadwell, and

Sir William Davenant, were all patronized by

the Duke.
^

His poems are fcattered among thofc of his

Dutchefs, in whofc plays too he wrote m^rfy

fccnes.

One does not know whether to admire the

philofophy or fmile at the trlflingnefs of this and

the lail-mentioned Peer, who after facrificing

fuch fortunes
j|

for their mafter, and during

fuch calamities of their country, could accomo-

date their minds to the utmoft idlenefles of

littcraturc.

H
// is computed hy the Buchefs of Ncwcaflle^ thai

^

the lofs jujlalned hy the Duke from the civil warSy

'

rather furpajfed thanfellJhort of j^.733»S79- ^'^^^

the life.

EDWARD
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EDWARD HYDE,

EARL of CLARENDON,

FO R his comprehenfive knowledge of Man-

kind ilyled *, The Chancellor of human Na-

ture. His character at this diftance of time

may, ought to be impartially confidercd, Flis

defigning or blinded cotemporaries heaped the

mod unjufl: abufe upon him : The fubfequent

age, when the partizans of prerogative were at

leaft the loudefl, if not the moft numerous, fmit

with a work that deified their Martyr, have been

unbounded in their encomiums. We fhall fteer

a middle courfe, and feperate his great virtues,

which have not been the foundation of his fame,

from his faults as an Hiftorian, the real fources

of it.

* Vide critical and phtlofophical Inquiry into the

caufes of prodigies and miracles as related by hifto^

riansj quoted in Gen, DiSf. vol. 6, p. 341.
Of
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Of all modern virtues Patriotifm has flood

the Teft the worft. The great Strafford with

the eloquence of Tully and the heroifm of

Epaminondas, had none of the fteadinefs of the

latter. Hampden, lefs ftained, cannot but be

fufpeiSled of covering ambitious thoughts with

the mantle of popular virtue. In the partition

of employments on a treaty with the King, his

contenting himfelf with aflcing the poft of Go-

vernor to the Prince feems to me to have had at

leaft as deep a tinfture of felf-intereftednefs, as

my Lord Strafford had, who ftrode at once from

Demagogue to Prime-minifter. Sir Edward

Hyde, who oppofed an arbitrary court, and cm-

braced the party of an affiided one, muft be

allowed to have a6led confcientioufiy. A better

proof was his behaviour on the Reftoration,

when the torrent of an infatuated Nation en-

treated the King and his Minifter to be abfolute.

Had Clarendon fought nothing but power, his

power had never ceafed. A corrupted court and

a blinded populace were lefs the caufes of the

Chancellor's fall, than an ungrateful King, who

could not pardon his Lordfliip's having refufed

to accept for him the flavery of his country,

Li
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In this light my Lord Clarendon was more the

Chancellor of human Nature^ than from his

knowledge of it. Like Juftice itfelf he held

th^ balance between the neceflary power of the

fupreme Magiftrate and the intcrefts of the

People. This never-dying obligation his co-

temporaries were taught to overlook and td

clamour againft, till they removed the only

Man, who, if He could, would have correded

his Matter's evil government. One reads with

indignation that buffooneries too low and infipid

for Bartholemew-fair were pradticed in a court

called polite^ to make a filly man of wit laugh

himfelf into difgracing the only honeft Minifter

he had. Buckingham, Shaftefbury, Lauder-

dale, Arlington, and fuch abominable Men
were the exchange which the Nation made for

my Lord Clarendon ! It fhould not be forgot

that Sir Edward Seymour carried up the charge

againft him, and that the Earl of Briftol had

before attempted his ruin, by accufing him of

being at once an enemy and a friend to the

Papifts. His Son-in-law f did not think him

i Tht Dtth of Tork.

th?
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the latter, or he would have interpofed more

warmly in his behalf.

Thefe I have mentioned, and almofl: every

virtue of a Minifter make his Character vener-

able. As an Hiftorian He feems more excep-

tionable. His majefty and eloquence, his power

of painting chara6ters, his knowledge of his

fubjeft, rank him in the firft clafs of Writers

yet he has both great and little faults. Of the

latter, his ftories of ghofts and omens are not to

be defended by fuppofing He did not believe

themhimfelf: There can be no other reafon

for inferting them, nor is there any medium

between believing and laughing at them. Per-

haps even his favorite chara6ter of Lord Falk-

land takes too confiderable a fhare in the hiftory

:

One loves indeed the heart that believed till He
made his friend the Hero of his Epic. His

capital fault is, his whole work being a laboured

]ufiification of King Charles. No Man ever

delivered fo much truth with fo little fmcerity.

If He relates faults, fome palliating epithet al-

ways flides in ; and He has the art of breaking

his darkeft (hades with gleams of light that take

off
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ofF all impreilion of horrour. One may pro-

nounce on my Lord Clarendon in his double

capacity of Statefman and Hiftorian, that He

a6i:ed for liberty, but wrote for prerogative.

There have been publiflied of his Lordfhip's

writing

" Many Letters to promote the Reftoration
||

."

^^ Several Speeches in Parliament during his

" Chancellorfhip, from the Reftoration to

" ^1667 ;" at leaft ten of them.

** A full anfwer to an infamous and traiterous

** pamphlet, intituled, a Declaration of the

*' Commons of England in Parliament aflembled,

*' €xprefling the grounds and reafons of pafling

** their late refolutions touching no farther ad-

*' drefs or application to be made to the King."

Ldnd. 1648. qu*^.

II
Printed in vita Johannis Barwick. Vide

Gen, DiSf, vol, 6. p, 336 i and Biogr, Britan,

V0/.4.. /. 2332.

Vo L. IL D « The
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" The difFerence and difparity between the

*^ cftates and conditions of George Duke of

^' Buckingham and Robert Earl of Eflex.

*' Printed in the Reliquiae Wottonianae." Lond.

2672. oftavo. It is a kind of anfwer to Sir

Henry Wotton's parallel of thofe two Favorites,

and though written when Mr. Hyde was very

young> is much preferable to the aiFefted au&or

it anfwers.

** Animadverfions on a book called, Fanati-

" cifm fanatically imputed to the Catholic

' Church by Dr. Stillingflect, and the imputa-

'^ tion refuted and retorted by J. C. By a per-

•' fon of honour." Lond. 1 674. o61:avo- Twice

printed that year.

*' A Letter to the Duke of York, and ano-

^' ther to his daughter the Duch efs, on her em-
** bracing the Roman Catholic religion."

*^ A brief view and furvey of the dangerous

** and pernicious errors to the Church and State,

*' in Mr. Hobbes's book intituled, Leviathan."

Oxf.

,^M
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Oxf. 1676. qu°. The Dedication to the King

is dated at Moulins, May 10, 1673.

He made likewife alterations and additions to a

book intituled,

** A colle6lion of the orders heretofore ufed

*^ in Chancery." Lond. 1661, o6lavo. His

Lordfhip was aflifted in this work by Sir Har-

bottle Grimftone, Maftcr of the Rolls,

*' Hiftory of the Rebellion and civil wars in

*' Ireland," printed at London in folio, 1726.

« Hiftory of the Rebellion." The firft

volume was printed at Oxford in folio, 1702 5

thp fecond in 1703; the third in 1704. It has

been feveral times re-printed fmce in fix volumes

octavo. A French tranflation was printed at the

Hague in 1704 and 1709, twelves.

His Lordfhip left bcfides in miinufcript a fe-

cond part of his Hiftory ; a performance long

detained from, though eagerly defired by, and

D 2 at
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at laft bequeathed to the Public by his Lordfliip's

amiable Defcendent and Heir of his Integrity,

the late Lord Hyde and Cornbury. Yet this -^

important Work has not yet feen the Light ! J.

1
GEORGE DIGBTy

EARL of BRISTOL;

A Singular Perfon, whofe life was one con-

trad idlion. He wrote againft Popery and

embraced it; He was a zealous oppofer of the

Court, and a facrifice for it: Was confcien-

tioufly converted in the midft of his profecutioi

of Lord Strafford, and was moft unconfcien-'

tioufly a Profecutor of Lord Clarendon. With^^

•K
J It is not of confcquence enough toform a fepe-

rate article^ and therefore I Jhall only mention hcre^

that Henry Earl of Clarendon^ eldejl Son of the

Cha77cellor^ drew up an account of the monuments in

the Cathedral at JVincheJlcr in 1683, vjhichwas

continued^ and was printed with the hijhry of that

Church by Roger Gale^^ 7 1 5 •

great
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great parts, He always hurt hltnfelf and his

friends ; with romantic bravery. He was always

an iinfuccefsful Commander. He fpoke for the

Tefl-a£i: though a Roman Catholic, and addi6l-

ed himfelf to Aftrology on the birth-day of true

Philofophy.

We have of his writing

'' Letters between the Lord George Digby,

" and Sir Kenelm Digby, Knight, concerning

"Religion." Lond. 1651. This was a con-

troverfy on Popery, In which Lord Digby fhcv/s

that the Roman Catholic religion has no foun-

dation on tradition, or on the authority of the

Fathers, &c. Sir Kenelm was not only a

Papift, but an Occult Philofopher : If Lord

Digby had happened to laugh at that nonfenfe

too. He would probably have died in fearch of

the Grand Elixir.

*^ Several Speeches *."

*' Several Letters f."

* J, Wood^ vol. 2. p, 579.

t ibid, *' A letter
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" A Letter to Charies the Second, on being

** baniflied from his prefence J
,'^

" Elvira, or the worft not always true ; a

" Comedy." For this He was brought into Sir

John Suckling's Seflion of Poeti.

" Excepta e diverfis operibus Patrum Lati-

*'norum. MS.||"

^< The three firft books of Caffandra j " tranf-

lated from the French, 8vo.

He js faid to be author of

*' A true and impartial relation of the battle

*^ between his Majefty's army and' that of the

*^ Rebels near Ailefbury, Bucks, September 20,

And I find under his name, though probably

not of his writings the following piece,

'* Lord Digby's arcana aulica, or Walfmg-

*' ham's rnanual of prudential maxims for the

*^ Statefman and the Courtier, 1655 §."

X CoileSfion of letters^ vol. 2. />. 51.

II
Wood^ ib.

§ Harl. Catal vol. 2.p.jsS' DENZ IL
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DENZIL LORD HOLLES:

A Character very unlike the Earl of Briftol's

;

the one embraced a party with levity, and

purfued it with paflion ; the other took his part

on reflection, and yet could wave it, though his

paflions were concerned. The Courage of Dig-

by blazed by choice ; that of Holies * burned

by neceifity. Through their life, the former

acted from the impulfe of great parts ; the latter

of common {tn(t\ and in both the event was

what in thofe cafes it generally is, Digby was

unfortunate and admired ; Holies was fuccefsful

and un-renowned.

* A remarkable injiance of his Spirit luas his

challenging General Ireton^ who pleading " That
•' his Confcicnce would not permit him tofght a
" duely' Holies, pulled him by the Nofe^ telling

himy '' That if his Confcience would not let him
** give redrepy it ought to prevent himfrom offer--

'* ing Injuries^'*

On
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On a ftrlcS difquifitioii into the conJufl: of the

latter, He feems to have been a Patriot both by

principle and behaviour, and to have thoroughly

underftood the ftate of his country, and it's re-

lations with Europe, it's dangers from royal

pov/er, from ufurpation, from anarchy, from

popery, from the increafe of the French empire :

On every crifis I have mentioned He a6i:ed an

honefl: and uniform part. He eai'ly oppofed the

enormous exertion of the Prerogative by Charles

the Firft and his Minifters, carrying up the im-

peachment ag^ainfl: Laud, fuffering a fevcre im-

prifonment for his free fpirit, and being marked

by the King in that wild attempt of accufing the

five Members. Yet He feems to have been one

of the firft alarmed at the defigns of thofe who

propofed to chaftlfe as well as to correct: ; and

wiio meaned to retain the power as well as the

ofnce of punifhment. At the Treaty at Oxford

where He was one of the Commiilioners from

the Parliament, He ventured, in hopes of heal-

iiig the diftra£i:ions, to advife the King what to

anlwer, an employment that claflied a little

with his truft, and in which his fagacity did not

ihine.
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fliine, for though the King followed his advice,

it had no efFedl. However, the intention Teem-

ed upright ; and his fo eafily forgetting the per-

fonal injuries He had received, reflects great

honour on his memory. He refufed to adt in

the profecution of Lord Strafford, who was his

Brother-in-law, and againft the Bifhops ; yet

He was efteemed the Head of the Prefbyterian

party ; and in the ifle of Wight advifed his

Majefty to give up Epifcopacy. The defecEls

of his character feem to have been, that his

principles were f ariftocratic, [demonftrated by

all experience to be the moft tyrannous fpccies

of government, and never imbibed but by proud

and felf-interefted men] that his oppofition to

the Army was too much founded on a perfonal

enmity to Cromwell j and that He fat on th?

f It has been obje^ed to me^ that Lord Holies's

writingsfeem to arguefor Democracy ; but it is cer-

tain that the tenor of his conduct and of his me-
7noires was to oppofe and revile the low-born and
popular Leaders^ as foon as they had deprived his

Lordjhip and his Ajjhciates of their afcendant in the

Commo7i'Wealth, It is in vain for a man to pre^

tend to democratic principles^ who prefers Monarchy
to the conflant^ natui^al and neceffary confejuences of
a Democracy.

Vol. II. E triak
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trials of the Regicides, who at worfl: but chaf-

tized the faults which his Lordfliip had pointed

out. Lord Holies afted zealoufly for the Re-

fl-oration, and while the dawn of the King's

reign was unclouded, accepted employments and

embaiHes from the Crown, confident with his

honour and duty to his Country. As foon as

the Catholic rudder was uncovered, He again

reverted to patriot oppofition. When Sir Wil-

liam Temple's Privy-council was eftablifhed.

Lord Holies, though eighty-two, yet never

thinking himfelf part ferving his country, ac-<

ceptcd a place in it ; but died foon after.

While He was an Exile in France, he wrote

*' Memoirs of Denzil Lord Holies, Baron

^' of Isfield in Suflex, from the year 1641 to

<« 1648.'* Publiflied in 1699. They are little

more than an apology for his own condu<fl:, and

a virulent fatire on his Adverfaries. The extra-

ordinary wording of the Dedication takes oJfF all

hopes of impartiality : It is addrefled '^ To the

*' unparalleled couple, Mr. Oliver St. John,

*« his Majefty's Sollicitor-general, and Mr.

'' Oliver Cromwelly the Parliament's Lieute-

^^ nant-



NOBLE AUTHORS. 27

" nant-general, the two grand Defigners of

*« the ruin of three Kingdoms." Much temper

was not to be expelled from an exjle in a re-

ligious and civil wai- : From the extreme good

fenfc of his Lordfhip's fpeeches and letters, one

fliould not have expected that v/eak attempt tp

blaft Cromwell for a Coward. How a Judica-

tory in the Temple of Fame would laugh at fuch

WitnefTes J as a Major-general Crawford, and

a Colonel Dalbier ! Caefar and Cromwell ar^

not amenable to a commiflion of oyer and

terminer.

There are publiflied befides

*< Two Letters to the £34^! of StrafFord
||

;"

publiflied among the StrafFord-papers.

'' A Speech in behalf of Sir Randal Crew§,'^

who had been Chief-juftice of the King's-bench,

J Tkvo obfcure men whom Lord Holies quotes to

prove mjlances of Cromwell's want offpirit*

\ Vide that Colle^iloriy and Collins's hijlorical

account of the families of Cavendijh^ Holies^ hiQ.

p, 100.

§ Printed in the diurnal Occurrencies, p. 261 ;

and in Collins^ p, 1 1 1

.

E 2 but
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but was removed for delivering his opinion

againft Loan-money.

*' Another*," very good.

*' Speech in Parliament, January 31, 1642,

*' upon the poor Tradefmen's petition f."

*' Speech- at the Lord's bar, January 15, 1642,

*' upon the impeachment of the Earls of Nor-
** thampton, Devonfhire, Monmouth, b'tj."

« Speech in the Guildhall
||

."

*' His Speech as Chairman of the Committee

«' on the Reftoration § ."

<' A fine Letter to Monfieur Van Benning-

^* hen, [who had been Embaffador in England

* ibid,

f Catalogue of the Middle Temple library^ />. 492.

Xib,p.^()l.

II
ib.p.^g^'

§ Commons's Jourml, vol, 10. p. 49.
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«* from Holland] to promote an union againft

« France *."

<^ A Letter from Paris to Sir William Morricc,

<« Secretary of State f."

** His Remains," being a fecond letter to a

friend concerning the Judicature of the Bifhops

in Parliament, 1682 J.

'^ Grand Queftion concerning the Judicature

« of the Houfe of Peers ftated
||

/*

*< A pamphlet," in vindication of fome French
^

gentlemen falfely accufed of a robbery § •

* Printed originally in quarto^ and in Collins

ubifupra^ p, 152.

t ^*^•^ 159-

X Biogr* voL 4. p. 2651.

II
I have met zvith this title M where hut in the

Harl, Catal, vol, 4.^. 771.

§ Biogr. vol 4. p, 2649.

^DUDLEr
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DUDLEY LORD NORTH,

SON of the Lord before-mentioned, was

made a Knight of the Bath in 1616, at

the creation of Charles Prince of Wales, and

fat in many Parliaments^ till fecluded by the

prevailing party in that which condemned the

King. From that period Lord North lived pri-

vately in the countrj'-, and as the Biographer *

of the Family informs us, towards the latter

end of his life entertained himfelf with juftice-

bufmefs, books, and (as a very numerous ifTue

required) ceconomy, on which fubje6l, befides

the enfuing pieces, he wrote

« A little Trad.'*

^' Pafiages relating to the long Parliament,"

with an apologetic, or rather recantation-pre-

face. He had it feems at firft been a6live againft

the King.

" * Fide Roger North's life of Lord Keeper Guild-

ford^ in the preface.
•^

"Hiftory
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«« HiHory of the life of the Lord Edward

«' North, the firft Baron of the Family." Ad-

drefled to his eldefl: Son. Written fenfibly and in

a very good ftyle, yet in vain attempting to give a

favorable impreflion of his Anceftor, who ap-

pears to have been a very time-ferving perfon

:

Thou2:h Chancellor of the auo;mentation-ofHce

on the fuppreilion of Convents, and though He
had married his Son to the Duke of Northum-

berland's Daughter-in-law, he was immediately

in favour with Queen Mary and made a Baron

by Her !

« EfTays f." Printed in 1682. The fubjeas

are, *' L Light in the way to Paradife. II. Of
« Truth, III. Of Goodnefs. IV, Of Eter-

<* nity. V, Of original Sin."

t ColHns's peerage^ voU 4. />. 260. lafl edit.

JAMES
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JAMES rOUCHET,

EARL of CASTLEHAVEN
AND

BARON AUDLEY.

IF this Lord, who led a very martial life,

had not taken the pains to record his own

actions, (which however He has done with great

franknefs and ingenuity) we fliould know little

of his flory, our hiftorians fcarce mentioning

him ; and even our writers of anecdotes as Bur-

net, or of tales and circumftances as Roger

North, not giving any account of a court-

quarrel occafiened by his Lordfhip's Memoirs.

Antony Wood alone has preferved this event,

but has not made it intelligible. The Earl

was a Catholic ; far from a bigotted one, having

'ftifly oppofcd the Pope's Nuntio in Ireland t>

t Vide his Mmoirs^ />. I2i.

and
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and treating the Monks with very little ceremony

when He found them dabling in fedition f. He

himfelf had been a commander in the Irifh re-

bellion for the confederate Catholics, but after-

wards made all the amends He could to the

King's caufe, ferving under the Marquifies of

Ormond and Clanrickarde. A little before the

ruin of the latter. Lord Caftlehaven was dif-

patched by Him to the young King at Paris,

whofe fervice when he found defperate. He

engaged with the great Prince of Conde then in

rebellion ; attended that Hero in moft of his

celebrated actions ; returned to England on the

Reftoration; entered into the Spanifh fervice

in Flanders, was witnefs to the unfuccefsful

dawn of King William's glory; and died in

1684. He wrote

«' The Earl of Caftlehavcn's review, or his mc-
'* moirs of his engagement and carriage in the

*^ Irifh wars." Enlarged and corredled with an

appendix and poftfcript. Lond. 1684. This I

fuppofe was the fecond edition. The Earl had

t /^. p. 142.

. yo L. IL F been
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been much cenfured for his (hare in the Irifli

rebellion and wrote thefe memoirs to explain

his conducSl rather than to exciife it, for he freely

confefTes his faults, and imputes them to pro-

vocations from the government of that kingdom,

to whofe ralhnefs and cruelty conjointly with

the votes and refolutions of the Englifh parlia-

ment. He afcribes the mafTacre. There are no

dates, little method, and lefs ftyle in thefe

memoirs ; defeats atoned in fome meafure by a

martial honefty. Soon after their publication

the Earl of Anglefey, Lord privy-feal, wrote to

afk a copy. Lord Caftlehaven fent him one,

but denying the work as his. Anglefey, who

had been a CommiiTioner in Ireland for the Par-

liament, thinking himfelf afFefted by this nar-

rative, publiflied Caftlehaven's letter, with ob-

fervations and refleftions very abufive on the

Duke of Ormond, which occafioncd, firfl: a

"'j()finted controverfy, and then a trial before' the

privy-council ; the event of which was, that

Anglefey's firft letter was voted a fcandalous

libel, and hinfifelf removed from the cuftody of

the privy-feal ; and that the Earl of Caftlehaven's

memoirs on which he was feveral times examined,

and which He owned, were declared a fcan-

dalous
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dalous libel on the government : A ccnfure that

feems very little founded : There is not a word

that can authorize that fentence from the coun-

cil of Charles the Second, but the imputation

on the Lords'juftices of Charles the Firft j for

I fuppofe the privy-council did not pique them-

felvcs on vindicating the honour of the Repub-

lican Parliament ! Bifhop Morley wrote *' a true

** account of the whole proceedings betwixt

** James Duke of Ormond, and Arthur Earl

>^ of Anglcfeyt." folio. More of thi» affair

will bp found in the article of Anglefey.

HENRT PIERPOIJVTy

MARQ^ of DORCHESTER,

APPEARED but little in the charaflcr

of an author, though he fecms to have

had as great foundation for being fo, as any on

the lift. He * ftudied ten and twelve hours ^

J IVoody vol %,p. 774.
* Weed's Fajliy vol. 2. />. 22,

F % day
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day for many years ; was admitted a Bencher

of Gray's-Inn for his knowledge ef the law,

and Fellow of the College of Phyficians for hk
proficience in medicine and anatomy.

He publiflied

" A Speech, fpoken In. the Houfc of Lords
*' concerning the right of Bifhops to fit in Par-

*Miament, May 21, 1641."

ct

*' Another, concerning the lawfulnefs and

conveniency of their intermedling in tempo-

*< ral affairs, May 24, 1641."

*^ Speech to the trained bands of Notting-

** hamlhire at Newark, July 13, 1642."

** Letter to John Lord Roos, February 25,

<* 1659." This Lord was Son*in-law to the

Marquis, and was then profecuting a divorce

from his Wife for adultery. Wood fays, that

this Lord Roos, [afterwards Duke of Rutland]

affifted by Samuel Butler, returned a buffoon

anfwer, to which the Marquis replied with ano-

ther paper intituled

" The
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** The reafons why the Marquis of Dor-

" chefter printed his letter, together with hig

' anfwer to a printed paper called, a true and

" perfecSl copy of the Lord Roos his anfwer to

** the Marquis of Dorchefter's letter.

Wood adds, " He, the faid Marquis, hath

^ as it is probable other things extant, or at

'' leaft fit to be printed, which I have not yet

« feen."

JOHN WILMOr,

EARL of ROCHESTER;

A Man, whom the Mufcs were fond to in-

fpire, and afhamcd to avow, and who

pracS^iccd without the leaft referve that fecrct

which can make verfcs more read for their de-

feiSts than for their merits : The art is neither

commendable nor difficult. Moralifts proclaim

loudly that there is no wit in indecency : It is

very
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very true: Indecency is far from conferring

wit ; but it does not deftroy it neither. Lord

Rocheftcr's poems have much more obfcenity

than wit, more wit than poetry, more poetry

than politenefs. One is amazed at hearing the;

age of Charles the Second called polite : Bc-

caufe the Preibyterians and Religionifts had

afFecfted to call every thing by a Scripture-name,

the new Court affevEted to call every thing by

it's own name. That Court had no prctenfions

to politenefs hut by it's refemblance to another

age, which called it's own grofsnefs polite, the

age of Ariftophanes. Would a Scythian have

been civilized by the Athenian ftage, or a Hot-

tentot by the Drawing-room of Charles the

Second ? The chara£i:ers and anecdotes be-

ihg forgot, the ftate-poems of that time are a

heap of fenfelefs ribaldry, fcarcely in rhime,

and more feldom in metre. When Satyrs were

brought to court, no wonder the Graces would

not truft themfelves there.

The writings of this noble and beautiful County

as Antony Wood * calls him, [for his Lord-

* Ahen, Oxon^ vol, 2.^. 655.
fliip's
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Ihip's vices were among the fruits of the Rcfto-

ration, and confequently not unlovely in that Bio-

grapher's eyes] in the order they v^cre publifhed,

St leaft as they are ranged by that Author, were

" A Satire againfl: Mankind," printed in one

fheet in folio, June 1679. It is more than an

imitation of Boileau. One Griffith a Minifter

wrote againfl: it. We are told that Andrew

Marvel ufed to fay, ** That Rochefl:er was the

*' only Man in England that had the true vchi

•' of fatire." A very wrong judgment : In-

delicacy does not fpoil flattery more than it does

fatire.

«« On Nothing, a poem." Printed on end

fide of a flieet of paper in two columns.

" Poems on fevcral occafions-" Antwerp,

[Lond] 1680. oftavo. Among his poems are

fome by other hands, falfely imputed to him.

" The ramble in St. James's park," was claimed

by one Alexander RatclifFc of Gray's-Inn. It

feems his Lordftiip, when dying, had ordered

all his immoral writings to be burned, But

'^ug-i /
the
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the age was not without it's Curls to prefcrve

fuch treafures

!

« A Letter on his death-bed to Dr. Burnet."

Ivond. 1680. one flieet folio.

<* Valentinian, a tragedy of John Fletcher,

*' as it is altered by the late Earl of Rochefter,"

and a<fted at the Theatre-royal in Drury-lane.

Lond. 1685. quarto. There is prefixed by an

anonymous hand a large preface and encomium

on the Author and his writings.

'^ Poems, l^c, on feveral occafions, with

*^ Valentinian, a tragedy." Lond. 1691. o£l:avo.

To this edition are prefixed poems on the death

of the Earl, i^c.

Under the Earl't name arc printed feveral

pieces in *' A colledlion of poems by feveral

** hands, Cif^." Lond. 1693. o<ftavo. As alfo

** A tranflation from Horace, in Examcn
*' poeticum ; the third part of mifcellany

*< poems, l^c. Lojid, 1693 f.

t page 263. •* A Song
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*' A Song in imitation of Sir j^ohn Eaton'^

"fongj."

Arid in the '^ Annual mifcellany for the yeaiC

^' 1694, being the fourth part of mifcellany

*' poems, ^r," Lond. o6tavo ; are afcribed to

Lord Rochefter, ^'^ A Lyric, imitated from Cor-

'' neliusGallus ; Apollo's grief for having killed

'' Hyacinth by accident, in imitation of Ovid j

^' and a Song."

*' A Lampoon on the Lord Mulgrave," faid

to be in Mr. Sheldon's library, MS.

^' On the fuppofed Author of a late poem in

** defence of Satire, with Rochefter's anfwer/*-

MS.

^' The vi^orks of the Earls of Rochefter, Rof-

'^ common, Dorfet, &c." Two volumes in

one, Lond* 17 18 3 without any name of

Printer
1|

•

,, t !!*•#• 424-

ij
It was printed by Curl.

Vot. II. G "Fifty-
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Fifty-four letters to Henry Saville MA
others §."

" Seven more to his Wife and Sonf."

ANrONY
ASHLEY COOPER,

EARL of SHAFTSfiURY.

AS Lord Rochefter was immerfed only in

the vices of that reign, his was an inno-

cent character compared to thofe who were

plunged in it's crimes. A great weight of the

latter fell to the fhare of the Lord in queftion,

who had canted tyranny under Cromwell, prac-

ticed it under Charles the Second, and who dif-

graced the caufe of liberty by being the bufieft

mftrument for it, when every other party had

rejedled him. It was the weakefl vanity in him

to brao; that Cromwell would have made him
"to

§ Vide ColleSfion of letters^ vol, 2. publiJJ)ed by

Dodjley, 1755.

t Whartoniana^ vol 2. King :
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King : The beft He could hope for was not to

be believed ; if true, it only proved that Crom-

well took him for a fool. That He jfhould have

adted in the trials of the Regicides was but

agreeable to his character or to his want

of it ! Let us haften to his works : He was

rather a copious writer for faction than an Au-

thor, for in no light can one imagine that He

wifhed to be remembred.

*' A letter from Sir Antony Afhley Cooper,

'^ Thomas Scot, J. Berners, and J. Weaver,

*^ Efquires, delivered to the Lord Fleetwood,

*^ owning their late adions in endeavouring to

'^ fecure the Tower of London, and expoftulat-

" Tng his Lordfhip's defection from his engage-

" ments unto the Parliament," printed in 1659,

and mentioned in no catalogue of Lord Shaft-

ibury's works.

The fundamental conftitutions. of Carolinj^j^?

London, (tven flieets folio ; dated March^ t^

16691. P**

\v. f For the following Itji of his works^ vide

TVoody vol. 2./. 725.

G 2 ^^Aiea-
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*' A feafonable Speech made by Sir A. Afliley

*' Cooper in the Houfe of Commons i659>

*^ againft the new Peers and power of the Houfe

<^ of Lords J."

*' Speech on Lord Treafurer CliiFord taking

*' his oath in the Exchequer, December, 5,

•* 1672.

*^ Several Speeches to both Houfes at the open-

^' ing of the Parliament, February 4, and 5,,

«' 1672."

*' Speech to Serjeant Edward Thurland in

*' the Exchequer-chamber, when he was made

*' one of the Barons of the Exchequer, January

*' 24, 1672." Re-printed in 1681 ; to (how

the Author's mutability, it containing zealous

arguments for the prerogative, and a moft favor-

able charafter of the Duke of York.

*' Speech on the Lord Treafurer Ofborn tak-

<* ing his oath in the Exchequer, June 26, 1673."

X Buckingham's works^ voL i. p, 324.
^' Speech
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<^ Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, Odo-
<^ ber, 27, 1673.'*

«^ Speech in the Houfe of Lords, October

<* 20, 1675," upon the debate for appohiting a

day to hear Dr. T. Shirley's cafe.

" Speech in the Houfe of Lords, March 25,

*' 1679," upon occafion of the Houfe refolving

itfelf into a grand Committee to confider the

State of England.

*^ Speech lately made by a noble Peer of the

'*' realm, Novemb. 1680.'* This was never

fpoken, and was by order of the Lords, burnt

by the hands of the hangman. It flattered the

Scots ; and was anfwered anonymoufly in a;

pamphlet called, '^ A letter from Scotland^

*' written occafion ally upon the Speech mad&
*' by a noble Peer of this realm."

*' Two feafonable difcourfes concerning this

<^ prefent Parliament," Oxon. [Lond.] 1675.

quarto. The firft difcourfe is intituled, *' The
'' debate
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*^ debate or argmuents for diflblving this prefent

*' Parliament, and the calling frequent and new
** Parliaments." The fecond, " A letter from a

*^ Parliament-Man to his Friend, concerning

" the proceedings of the Houfe of Commons
"4:his laft Seilion, begun October 13, 1675.'*

Both were anfwered in a book called, " A Pac-

" ket of Advices. Part I."

" A Letter from a Perfon of Quality to his

'^Friend in the Country, 1675." qu^. Pub-

lifhcd after the prorogation of Parliament in

November that year. It was written againft the

Teft ; and was anfwered by Marchmont Necd-

ham^in his " Packet of Advices to the Men of

<' Shaftfbury." // is reinarkable that this Need-

ham had been retained by the Regicides to write

againjl the Royal Family ; and was noiv hired by

the Court to write againjl one who had been abnojl

as deeply engaged againjl the King,

^^ His Cafe at the King's-bench on his con-

*' fincmcnt in die Tower." Lend. 1679.

" Expedient
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** Expedient for fettling the Nation, difcourf-

•' cd with his Majefty in the Houfe of Peers at

« Oxford, March 24, 1680." Lond. 1681 ;

one fheet quarto. The expedient was the fet-

tlement of the Crown on the Duke of Mon-
mouth.

** No proteftant Plot, or the prefent pretcnd-

*' ed confpiracy of Proteftants againft the King's

'* government, difcovered to be a confpiracy of

*^ the Papifts againft the King and his protef-

" tant Subjecfts." Lond. 1681. Of this.

Lord Shaftfbury was not the avowed but re-

puted Author. His fervant, who carried it to

the prefs, is faid to have been committed to

prifon. Being partly anfwered in a pamphlet

intituled, " A plea for fucceffion in oppofitiofli

*' to popular exclulion," there was publifhed

** The fecond part of no Proteftant plot,"

Lond. 1682,

*' A third part," faid to be written by one

Robert Fergufon under the direction of Shafts-

bury

;
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bury . All the three parts were a vindication o(

him.' The lafl: was anfwerecf under the title of*

^^•^A lkter to a friend, containing certain ot-
*

*^ fervations upon fome pafiages in a late libef
*

*' intituled, a third part, &C:"

'^ A modeft account of the prefent pofturc 6f

*' affairs in England, with a particular reference
^

*^ to the Earl of Shaftfbury's cafe; and a' vin-

;

^' dication of him from two pretended letters of

*^a noble Peer." [Marquis of Halifax] This .

was not owned, but was imputed to the Earl

by Sir Roger L' Eftrange in his Obfervator, a

gazette of the oppolite faclion.
^

^' The Earl of Effex's fpeech at the delivery

*^ of the petition to the King, January 25,

*' 1680." The petition was for a Parliaments

Wood imputes to Shaftfbury too

*^ A vindication of the Aflbciation ;" but at

the fame time fays, that the Earl's fervant being,

feized as He was carrying it to the prefs, owned

k to b^ Fergufon's. The fame Author mentions

the Earl's publifhing an apology in Holland, but

does not eive the title of it.

« Three
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<« Three letters * written during his imprifon-

•' inent in the Tower, to the King, to the Duke
** of York, and to a Lord, not named."

«* The Character of the Honourable William

*' Haftings of Woodlands in Hampfliire, fe-

*' cond Son of Francis Earl of Huntingdon,"

printed originally in Peck's Defiderata curiofa^

and lately in the Conoifleur, vol. 3. It is a cu-

rious and well-drawn portrait of our ancient

Engliih gentry.

Wood fays that among his Lordfhip's papers

were found, but uncertain if written by Him^

*^ Some obfervations f concerning the regulat-

** ing eleftions for parliament."

One cannot but cbferve with concern what

I have before remarked, that writing the life

of a Man is too apt to inftill partiality for the

fubje6l. The Hiftory of Lord Shaftfbury in the

* Printed in Collins*s peerage ; vide Shaftjhury,

f They are printed among Somen's tra^Sy vcL i.

Vo L. IL H Biographia
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Biographia is almoft a panegyric ; whereas a

bbn-mot of the Earl himfelf was his trueft

character : Charles the Second faid to Him one

day, " Shaftfbury, I believe Thou art the

*' wickedeft fellow in my dominions." He

bowed, and replied, " Of a Subjeft, Sir, I

*' believe I am." J.

HENEAGE FINCH,

EARL of NOTTINGHAM.

FEW families have produced fo many con-

fiderable men as the Houfe of Finch has

in late reigns : Men, who have owed their pre-

femients to themfclves, not to favour. The

Lord in queftion rofe through the great fteps of

the Law, from Sollicitor to Attorney-general,

to Lord Keeper, to Lord Chancellor, to an

Earldom. Though employed in the moft diffi-

cult part of the reign of Charles the Second,

X NortVs examen.
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his character remained untainted. AntonyWood
reprefents him as a great Temporizer. He cer-

tainly neither offended the Court nor the Pa-

triots. Had he ftiown great partiality to the

latter, there is no doubt but the King would

have difmifTed Him, being by no means fo dan-

gerous a man as his prcdeceflbr Shaftfbury.

That his complaifance for the prerogative was

not unbounded, was manifeft by the King being

obliged to fet the feal himfelf to the Earl of

Danby's pardon. The truth is, the. Earl of

Nottingham was neither violent nor timid.

When He pronounced fentence on the Lord

Vifcount Stafford, he did not fcruple to fay,

*' Who can doubt now that London was burned

*' by the Papifls ?
'* Burnet calls this declaration

indecent : If it was fo to the unliappy Convi6t,

it was certainly no flattery to the predominant

fa6lion at court. This fpeech was reckoned the

mafter-piece of his eloquence ; and his eloquence

was much celebrated. Burnet fays * it was

affected, laboured, and too conflant on all oc-

cafions ; and that his Lordfhip lived to find it mlich

tJefpifed, The Bifhop allows his probity ; and in

* vol. I. p. 365.
H 2 another
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another place f fpcaks of him with the greateft en-

comiums. Dryden has drawn a beautiful charac-

ter of him in his Abfalom and Achitophel under

the name of Amri. Others X ^^^^ called him

t/jg EngUJh ClcerOy the Englijh Rofcius.

Pieces of his publifhed arc

'' Several fpeeches and difcourfes on the trials

<' of the Regicides," He wa« then Sollicitor-

general,

*' Speeches to both Houfes of Parliament,'*

while Lord Keeper and Lord Chancellor.

*'' Speech at pronouncing fentence on William

« Lord Vifcount Stafford, December 7, i68q^"

Printed with the trial,
^'

-

** Speech againft the bill of exclufion|| .'*

f Preface to the fecond volume of his Hijiory of

^he Reformation. s^
^

J IVood^ voL 2, />. 719; where fee thefollowing

{account of his works,

\ Vide Buckingham's worksj voL 2.

<< Anfwers
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<* Anfwers by his Majefty's command to feve-

<< ral addrefTes prefented to his Majefty at Hamp-
<< ton-court, May 19, 1681." Lond. one

flieet folio.

*^ His arguments upon a decree in a caufc in

** the Howard family ; wherein the feveral ways

** and methods of limiting a truft for a term of

** ten years are fully debated." Lond. 1685;

nine fheets folio.

His Lordfhip left in manufcript

^* Chancery Reports.'*

Sir GEORGE BOOTH,

LORD DELAMER,

RECORDED for his aftivity and zeal

for the Reftoration of Charles the Second,

in whofe behalf he feized Chefter, but was de^

feated by Lambert and imprifoned in the Tower,

Wc
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We have already remarked fome indances of the

fcanty liberality with Vvhlch that Prince rewarded

fome of the greateft Sufferers in his and his

Father's caufe. With the fame impartiality we
muft obferve how unjuftly the Author of the

Peerage produces Sir George Booth as an in-

ftance of ill-paid fervices. By fome patents and

letters quoted in the fame place, it is plain that

Sir George was a convert of the lateft date ;

yet He had a recompence often thoufand pounds,

* a liberty of recommending fix Gentlemen to

the honour of Knighthood, and two for the

dignity of Baronet, and was himfelf created a

Peer. If this was flight payment, three knig-

doms would not have fufficed to difcharge the

Monarch's and the Martyr's arrears.

His Lordfhip's writings were publiflied under

this title

" The wWiCS of Lord Delamcrf > containing

*' his LfOrdihip's fpeeches in Parliament, with

* It is honorable both to the Kir?g and Sir George^

• ^^^-^'* £* 2C,CC0, tt'as dejigned for hiniy hut he him-
'
j'Slf' dejired the Mcuje of Co?nmom to confine the

grant io ^.10,000.

t Hxirl Catal vol i. p. 465. " dif-
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** difcourfes on the affairs of State." 1691, He
is faid { to have left bcfides in manufcript, three

books in quarto, containing colle<Slions from

Scripture difpofed methodically, *'^for confirming

*^ his judgment in the do6lrine of the Gofpel,

*' or encouragement of his heart in the practice

** of repentance, faith,- k^c'' To which are

added fome pafTagcs to juftify the Church of

England againft Popiih and Prefbyterian ob-

jections.

As I have not been able to meet with this

edition of Lord Delamer's works, I muft hint

to the Reader, that I am not quite certain whe-

ther the author I quote has not made a miftake,

having perhaps confounded this Lord with his

Son, of whom an account will be given in the

courfe of this work.

X Vide Memorials and CharaSfers of eminent and

tuorthy Perfonsy 1741. foL p, 427.

LO.RD
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LORD KEEPER

GUILDFORD,

WA S younger Son of the Lord North

before-mentioned. Burnet and Kennet

have given no very favorable charafter of the

Keeper : His relation Roger North has defended

him in a very bulky vv^ork, which however does

not contribute much to raifc our ideas either of

theWriter or his Subje^Sl *. If that performance

and it's companion the Examen, had nothing

clfe ridiculous in them, it would be fufficient

toblafl: their reputation, that they aim at de-

* It is remarkable that two Peers of this race

lave fuffered by apologies written for them by two

of their own relations ; but with this difference

naturally attending the performances of a fenfible

man and a weak one : Dudley Lord North has

fiowri himfelf an artful and elegaiit hijiorian \

Roger Nsrthy a miferabls Biographer,

crying
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crying that excellent Magiftrate the Lord Cheif-

juftice Hale, and that Charles the Second, and

that wretch the Duke of Lauderdale, the King's

takiyg money from- France and the feizure of

the Charter of London, are fome of the M^jri

and fome of the meafures the Author defends

!

This Lord Guildford wrote

*' An alphabetical Index of verbs neuter,^'

printed with Lilly's grammar : Compiled while

he was at Bury-fchool !•

*' Argument in a cafe between Soams and

« Bernadiftoni."

** His argument on a trial between Charles

«* Howard and the Duke of Norfolk j" printed

with that cafe.

«^ The King's declaration on the Poplfh plot,i^

compofed cheifly by his Lor<l{hip§,''

t Vide Itfe^ p, 12*

X ib,p. 159.

§ ib. p. 259. , . .
.

'Vol; IL I ** A paper
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*< A paper on the gravitation of fluids, con*

*' fidered in the bladders of fifhes *."

«' An anfwer to a paper of Sir Samuel More-*

*^ land on his ftatic barometer." This was never

printed I

.

** A philofophical eflay on Mufic ;'^ printed

by Martin, printer to the Royal Society, 1627.

*< Lord Cheif-juftice North's Narrative tb the

^^ Houfe of Commons, of what Bedloe had

<* fworn before him at Briftol."

*' A narrative of fome paflages in or relating

*< to the long Parliament, by Sir Francis North,

*^ afterwards Lord Keeper of the great feal J
."

<^ Many notes of cafes, fragments of tranf-

•' actions at court," and other papers publiflied

whole or in part, in various parts of his life by

Roger North, and in the Examen.

* Printed in the Philofophical TranfaSfions^

vol. 2. p, 845.

t Life^ /-293-

% Somers*s tra^Sy vaL i.

JOHN
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JOHN ROBARTES,

EARL of RADNOR,

«« TTT AS a man of a morofe and cynical

^' W temper, juft in his adminiftration,

*^ but vicious under the appearances of virtue :

*' Learned beyond any man of his quality,

*^ but intractable, ftifF and obftinate, proud and

*^ jealous." Thefe are Burnet's words *. Wood
faysfj He was a Colonel for the Parliament,

that He fought defperately at Edgehill, and

afterwards at Newberry, where He was Field-

marfhal, but grew to diilike the violences of

his party, and retired till the Reftoration, when

He was made Lord privy-feal, '* but giving not

•* that content was expedied, He was fent into

* vol 1, p. 98.

t vqI. 2.^.778. "' "'^- *"

1 1 ^ '^^^f Ireland



^0 NOBLE AUTHORS.
'' Ireland to be Lord-Lieutenant there ; and

*' his government being difliked. He was re-

^' called and made Lord Prefident." We are'

not told how He difappointed the King's expec-

tations ; probably not by too great complaifance ;

nor why his adminiftration, which Burnet calk

jujfy was difliked. If it is true, that He was a

good Governor, the prefumption will be, that

his rule was not difliked by thofe to whom, but

from whom He was fent. However, not to

judge too hardly of Charles the Second, v^e may

not depend too much upon the Biftiop's account

of the Earl's government, if the fruits of it

were no better than thofe of his *great Learning ;

all that is recorded of his writing bearing this

canting title

*' A difcourfe of the vanity of the creature,

/' grounded on Eccles, i, 2." Lond. 1673.

cwSavo.

Wood fays that He left one or two more

treatifes fitted for the prefs.

ARTHUR
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ARTHUR ANNESLET,

EARL of ANGLESEY,

WH I L E a private young man was en-

gaged on the fide of Charles the Firft,

whofe party he quitted early to embrace that of

the Parliament : By them He was entrufted as

CommiiTioner of Ulfter, where He performed

good fervice to the Proteftant caufe. Wood
fays he took both the Covenant and Engagement,

but the latter is contradided *. It is certain

that he feems to have lain by during the reign

oi Cromwell, anjd that He was not trufted either

by the Rump or the Army. When the fecluded

Members were reftored. He returned to Parlia-

ment, and was chofen Prefident of the Council

of State, in which capacity He was active for

the Reftoration, and was diftinguifhed amongft

* Vide his life in the Biograpb, Brit.

tiiofc
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thofe who comitig in at the eleventh hour received

greater v^^agcs than Men who had loft their all

in defending the Vineyard. He was made a

Baron, an Earl, Treafurer of the Navy, Com-
miflioner for re-fettling Ireland, Lord privy-feal,

and might, we are toldf, have been Prime-

Minifter, if He had not declined it to avoid

envy. As He declined no other power under n6

kind of government, this anecdote is fufpici-

ous ; and I Ihould much queftion whether ever

^ny man declined the Prime-minifterfhip for that

reafon. Engaging in a controverfy with the

Earl of Caftlehaven, as has been mentioned

;

and that drawing on another with the Duke o^

Ormond, He was difgraced ; though the author

of his life in the Biographia afcribes the caufe of

his fall to a remonftrance which He had prefent-

ed to the King, in which He took much liberty

with his Majefty, and greater with the religion

cf the Duke of York. This piece being refent-*

cJ, though it was not thought proper, fays the

Biographer, to expre fs fo much, the Duke of

Ormond was perfuaded to exhibit a charge

+ HappyfutureJiate of England^ p, 5,

againft
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ligalnft the Earl, which was made the pretence

for removing him ; but for this fecret hiflory no

authority is quoted* The Duke's letter, taxing

the Earl with breach of Friendihip, is pre-

fervedj, is v/ritten with great fpirit, and has

this remarkable period ; <^ I was not willing

<^ to believe that book to be of your Lordfhip's

>f compofmg, and hoped fome of the fuborned

<* libellers of the age had endeavoured to imitate

'* your Lordfhip, and not you them." Th«
\Earrs anfwer, though inferior, does not want

iirmnefs. He paiTed the reft of his time in re-

tirement, and died juft as fome thought He

w^ould have been appointed Lord Chancellor to

James the Second, in 1686. A fuppofition moft

improbable. : I do not think fo ill of this Lord

as to believe He could fupplant JefFeries, who

was then in pofleflion of the Seals, and who,

without derogation from the fubfervience of any

.Judge that ever was, excelled in moulding the

law to the purpofes of a court*

, Of this Lord wc have thfee charafters by

very different hands. Antony Wood, the high-

% Life 2ihifup7-a%

church
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church fatirift, reprefents him as an artfurtinie?^ '

ferVer ; by prmciple a Calvinift, by policy a fa*",

vourer of the Papifts. Bifhop Burnet, as^ uh^"

gentle oil the other fide, paints him as a tedrdus
^

and ungraceful orator, as a"grave, abandoned and

corrupt man,- whom no partywould trufl*. ^ Tlie
'

benign author of the Biographia Britannica [a

work, which rlotwithftanding it's fingular merit

I cannot help calling Vindicatio Britannica, or a

II
defence of every body] humanely applies hts*

foftening pencil, is fudcefsful in blotting cut

fome § fpots, and attempts to varniih every on^.

Wood had feverely animadverted on the Earl*8

fitting in Judgment on the Regicides : The Bio-

grapher extolls it as an a6t of the greateft loyalty
'

and honour : But under favour it not only ap-

pears a fervile complaifance, but glaring ihjuftice.

The Earl had gone moft lengths with thofc

Men ; in ihort, had afted with them in open

rebellion to his Sovereign : The putting to death

:

If
Ser particularly the lives of Dudley^ ajjociate'

ef Ernfjcn \ of the Duke of Northumberland y of

Shaftjhiry \V and of Arlington,

'

§ AY his 7iot iaking'ihe engagement i and ti^-^

aUufation of corruption^
'

"ftat
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that Sovereign could by no means be the guilty

part ot their oppofition. If a King defervcs to

be oppofed by force of arms, He deferves death :

If He reduces his fubjedls to that extremity,

the blood fpilt in the quarrel lies on him the

executing him afterwards is a meer formality.

That his Lordfhip failed with the times, re-

mains notorious : Thofe principles muft be of

an * accomodating temper, which could fufFc.r

the fame Man to be Prefident of a republican

council of State, and recommend him for

Chancellor to an arbitary and popifh King.

Once when the Earl of Eflex charged him in

the Houfe of Lords with being prayed for by

the Papifts ; Anglefey faid, '' He believed it

** was not fo ; but if Jews in their Synagogues,

** or Turks in their Mofques would pray for

*' him unafked. He fhould be glad to be the

*' better for their devotion." Had He really

been nominated to the Chancellorfhip by James

the Second, probably he would have pleaded,

* He was twice CommiJJimer for fettling Ire-

land^ once under the Parliament^ the other time

under Charles the Second,

Vol. IL K That
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That it was not of his fecking, but owing fO

the prayers of the Catholics, and he was glad

to be the better for them.

t fin anfwer to the Bifhop's accufation of no

party, trufting him, the Biographer pleads that

his Lordfhip enjoyed for two and twenty years

the confidence of Charles the Second. The

fa£l t docs not appear to be true j and were It

true, would be no juftification : It is well knowii

what qualifications could recommend a man to

the confidence of Charles. When Lord Cla-

rendon loft it in feven years by his merit, it

were ignominy to have preferved it two and

twenty.

This Earl of Anglefey wrote

« A Letter to William Lenthall, Speaker

«« to the Rump, from Mn Annefley, expoftii-

<* lating with him on account of his being cx-

t The office of Lord Privy-feal is no place of

confidence y nor is it any where (aid that the Barl

had any particular Jhare ef the King'sfavour.

*^ eluded
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" eluded the Houfe for not taking the engage-

*< ment ;" printed in a pamphlet called " Eng-

•< land's confufion § /'

«' The Truth unveiled, in behalf of the

"Church of England J, ^c." Being a vindi-

cation of Mr. John Standifh's fermon before th«

'King, 1676. This being an anfwer to Mr.

Robert Grove's vindication of the conforming

Clergy from the unjuft afperfion of herefy, was

replied to by Grove; and by a letter to the

author of the vindication of Mr. Standifh's fer-

mon. With Truth unveiled was publifhed a

piece on Tranfubftantiation, intituled

*^ Reflexions on that difcourfe, which a

*^ Mafter of Arts [once] of the Univerfity of

*' Cambridge calls rational^ prefen^ed in print to

*^ a perfon of honour, 1676."

This was anfvrered in a traft called, " Roman
^' Tradition examined."

^ Blogr.p. 151.

;, X Athena^ vol. 2. p. 790,

K 2 «« A letter
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^<pvffr:4s l^er fipm a perfon of honour in- the

,«f country^ written to the Earl of Caftlehaven,

jj,'*^ being pbfcrvations and refleftions on his

**
*| JLord&ip's .memoirs . concerning the wars • t>f

,,5Mrelan4*" Lond. )[68i. odavo. Befides this

. letter, which occafioned the difpute before-men-

tioned, was another book publiflied, intituled,

*< Brief reflections on the Earl of Caftlehaven's

<* memoirs, written by Dr. Edmund Borlafe,

V^>i author of the hiftory of 4^eJ4[Uh;Teb§lUon/'

** A true account of the whole proceedings

V** between James Duke of Ormond, and Ar-

.^*thurEarl of Anglefey, before the King.and

*« Council, ^c" Lond. 1682. fol. ji li^r^

*« A letter in anfwcr.tpi the Duke of Or*

Liv^ A ' letter of remarks upon Jovian/* . Lond,

;u^i*ii.U i>i!i. ^:^'- ... :oi:

§ Blogr.p. 154.

"The
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-- ** The account of Arthur Earl of Anglefcy,

«.»'Lord privy-fcal to your moft excellent Ma-
fci« jelly, of Ac true ftate of your Majefty's

t.« government and kingdoms, April 27, 1682,"

' This was preferved in the collection of papers

belonging to Lord Somers, and was die remon-

ftrance hinted at above j but I do not know that

i it was ever printed.

' ^* The hiftory of the late commotions arid

** troubles in Ireland, from the rebellion in 164 1,

?<^ till the reftoration in 1660." This hiftory

-riAloft, and is fufpefted to have been purpofely

deftroyed by perfons who were intercfted to fup-

piefsitj. -

^^ The King's right of indulgence in fpiritual

*< matters, with the equity thereof aflerted."

Printed by i/^;z. Carey m 1687. Of this piece,

. [which was calculated to attack the teft and penal

laws againft Papifts] it is remarkable, that the

noble Author had been a republican, and pafled

^^ .,4 Collinses peerage in Angkfey.
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for a Prefbyterian ; and that the Printer was the

fame perfon, who in the foregoing reign had

been profecuted for pubiiiEhing The TVeekly pac^

quet of advice from Rome \ one of the political

pieces that raifed moft clamour againft the

Papifts
\ .

^
^* Memoirs, intermixed with moral, politic

i*< cal and hiftorical obfervations, by way of

** difcourfe in a letter [to Sir Peter PettJ to

•* which is prefixed a letter written by his Lord-

*' Clip duri^ig his retirement from Court in the

" year 1683." Lond. 1693. o<ftavo. Publifhed

by Sir Peter Pett, Knight, Advocate-general for

the kingdom of Ireland, and author of " The

.*' happy future ftate of England." The title,

Memohiy \i^s no kind of relation to the work,

which is a fort of rambling effay, attempting

at once to defend a popifh King and the Pro-

; t^ftaut religion. The genuinenefs of thefe

memoirs was difputed by his Son-in-law Lord

liaverfllam'J.

I Ant. Wood.

§ Site the next afiicle.

"The
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* «^ The Earl of Anglcfey's ftate of the governr

^** ment and kingdom, prepared ^nd intended

<* for his Majefty King Charles the Second, in

^ the year 1682 ; but the ftorm impending

^* growing fo high prevented it then. With a

^* fhort vindication of his Lordfhip from feveral

^ afperfions caft on him, in a pretended letter

** that carries the title of his Memoirs." By

Sir John Thompfon, Bart, afterwards Lord

.Haverfliam *•
'

i.,

^' The privileges of the Houfe of Lords and

*^ Commons argued and ftated in two conferen-

** ces between both Houfes, April 19, and 22-,

*^ 1671. To which is added a difcourfe whcrc-

** in the rights of the Houfe of Lords are truly

,, *f aflerted. With learned remarks on tlie feem-

fjVcing arguments and pretended precedents,

,j^.^,offcrred at that time againft their Lordfliips."

Written by the right honorable Arthur Earl of

of Anglefey, Lord privy-fcal. Thefe confe-

rences were managed by the Earl, and concern-

^» .. ,,

* Somers*s ira^s. vol i, p. i86, ,

" '^' ''
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ed a bill for impofitions on merchandize, which

had occafioned a difpute between the two Houfes

on the old fubjeft of the fole right of taxings

claimed by the Commons,
A

Befides thefe, we are f told that fome valu-

able pieces of this Earl have been loft, and that

He wrote a certain large and learned difcourfe

on the errors of Popery in his younger years,

which Tome of his friends would have perfuaded

him to publifh at the time of the Popifh plot*;

but he was difiuaded by his friend Sir Peter

probably he would not the lefs have written his

piece againft the Teft.

His Diary % is faid to have been in the poflef-

Con of one Mr, Ryley, in 1693.

t Nht-tFs life^ p. 30.

X Biogr, p, 157. marg, ncrte.

georgF'''
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GEORGE FILLIERSy

DUKE of BUCKINGHAM.

WHEN this extraordinary Man, with

the figure and genius of Alcibiades,

could equally charm the prefbyterian Fairfax,

and the diflblute Charles ; when He alike ridi-

culed that witty King and his folemn Chancel-

lor 5 when He plotted the ruin of his country

with a Cabal of bad Minillers, or equally un-

principled fupported it's caufe with bad Patriots

;

one laments that fuch parts fliould have been de-

void of every virtue. But when Alcibiades turns

Chymift, when He is a real bubble, and a

vifionary Mifer ; when ambition is but a frolic ;

when the worft defigns are for the foolifhcft

ends ; contempt cxtinguifhcs all refle<5tions on

his characSer,

Vol. II. L Tbc
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The portrait of this Duke has been drawn

by four mafterly hands : Burnet has hewn it

out with his rough chifTel ; Count Hamilton *

touched it with that flight delicacy, that finifhes

while it feems but to (ketch : Dryden f catched

the living likcnefs ; Pope
||

compleated the

hiftorical refemblance. Yet the abilities of this

Lord appear in no inftance more amazing, than

that being expofed by two of the greateft poets.

He has expofed one of them ten times more

feverely. Zimri is an admirable portrait; but

Bayes an original creation. Dryden fatjrized

Buckingham ; but Villiers made Dryden fatirize

himfelf.

An inftance of aftonifhing quicknefs is re-

lated of this Duke : Being prefent at the firft

reprefentation of one of Dryden's pieces of

heroic nonfenfe, where a Loyer fays,

* Vide Memoires de Grammont,

f Zimri in Abjalom and AchitopheL

II
In the epijlle to Lord BathurJ.

««My
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<* My wound is great, becaufe it is fo fmall."

The Duke cried out,

*^ Then 'twou'd be greater, were it none at all.'*

i .The play was inftantly damned,

. His.Grace wrote

«« The Rehearfal," 1671.

*' The Chances, a comedy," altered from

Fletcher.

*' Reflexions upon Abfalom and Achitor*,

«phelj."

*^ A Speech in the Houie 0/ Lords, Novem-
'^ ber, 16, 1675, for leave to bring in a bill

*^ of indulgence to all Proteftant Diflenters
;"

printed with Lord Shaftfbury's fpeech [above-

mentioned] for appointing a day to hear Dr.

Shirley's cafe
||

.

X Athenay vol 2. p. 806.

H z'^. 725.

L 2 «« A fhort



76 N^ftLE AUTHORS.

*' A fhort difcourfe upon the reafonablene{g

** of men's having a religion or worfhip of God.'*

Lond. 1685. It paffed through three editions.

Soon after the firft edition, came out ; " A fhort

*' anfwer to his Grace the Duke Buckingham's

*^ paper concerning religion, toleration, and
** liberty of confcience ;" to which the Duke
made a ludicrous and very good anfwer,

called,

^ ,>f -Tlii&vDuke of Buckingham his Grace^s

jf^Jet^r.ijfi the unknown author of a papei* in-^-

*< tituled, a fhort anfwer t, ^r." Lond. 1685;

This occafioned fcveral more pamphlets.

<^ A demonflration of the Deity," publifhed

a little before his Grace's death.

:'. L^ Verfe$*6iT two lines of Mr. Edward How-
'* ard ;" printed in the third part of mifcellany

poems, 1693.
V.K. ' I^(l?.Oli*lA 1

t Somers^s traSfs, vol. i, p, 367.

1 :;. " Atran-
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d}*'«« A tranflatlon of Horace's ode beginningj.

«' Fortuna fasvo-" In the fourth paif/'
^

no^» A letter to Sir Thomas Ofborn."

biiBefides the above, a few pieces by this Duke

Hfe fcattered through two volumes, called

*^ The works of his Grace George Villiers

<^ late Duke of Buckingham." Lond. 17 15.

Thefe volumes are a bookfeller's mifcellany,

containing various poems and fpeeches of all

times; what belong to his Grace are [in the

firft volume]

^ The Reftoration, or right will take place,

•' a tragi-comedy,

•< The battle of Sedgmoor, a fatirical and^
*«* political farce.

<' The militant couple, or the hufband may
*« tliank himfelf. A fragment.

«' Pindaric,
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< *^ Pindaric on the death of Lord Fairfax^

*^ To his Miflrefs.

** A defcriptioii of Fortune.

^* Epitaph on Fehon/' who murdered his

Grace's father. The editor pretends that this

could not he written by the Duke, but I know

no principles he had to prevent his being tfie

Author. Indeed it is more bombaft than of-

fenfive,

** A confolatory epiftle to Captain Julian, ^c,

** A chara6ter of an ugly woman, or a hue

** and cry after beauty^" in profe, written, in

1678.

*' The loft Miftrefs, a complaint a^ainft tbc

^VCountefs of * *
'* * * * ," 1675.

This was probably the Countefs of Shrewl^

buryj whofe Lord he killed in a duel on her

account, and who is faid to have held the I)uke*'8

horfe, difguifed like a page, during the combat

;

to reward His prowefs in which. She went to bed

to
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to him in the fhirt ftained with her hufband's

blood. The Loves of this tender pair are re-

corded by Pope,

Gallant and gay in Cltefden^s high alcove^

The feat of wanton Shrewfhury and Love*

*' Four poems by the Duke and Lord Rochefter

;

5' Upon Nothing ; a Seffion of the Poets ;

** a fatire on the follies of the men of the age j

.'' and Timon, a fatire on fome new plays."

<' Three letters to Lord Arlington and Lord

« Berkeley."

*' His examination-by the Hooife of Commons,
*^ in which he confeflcd fomc part of his own
** bad admin iftration, and betrayed more of his

*^, aflbciate Arlington.'*

*^ Speech in the Houfe of Lords, November

5f,f
6*" Vide above, p. 75.

J<5peech at a conference, 1675.

« Speech
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^' Speech in the Houfe of Lords to prove the

'* Parliament diflblved : " For this Speech He
with Shaftftur}^ Salifbury, and the real Whig,

Wharton, were fent to the Tower.

In the fecond volume,

*< A key to the RehearfaL

** An account of a conference between the

«' Duke and Father Fitzgerald, whom King "

*^ James fent to convert his Grace in his fick-

*^ nefs." This has humour.

*^ Eflay upon reafon and religion," in a letter

t6-Nevill Pain, Efq;

<' On human reafon," addrefled to Matthew

ClifFord, Efq

;

" Five letters, on election-affairs, ^c.

** Ten little burlefquc and fatirical poems.**

HENEAGE
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HENEAGE FINCH,

EARL of WINCHELSEA,

Y7? I R ST Coufin of the Chancellor Notting-

A . |iam, made a figure at the fame period*

Hq Was intimate with Monke, and concerned

in the Reftoration; foon after x^hich He wa^

Tent Embaffador to Mahomet the Fourth.

Monke had given the Earl the government of

Dover-caftle, vvrhich was continued to hinrj

and when King James was flopped at Fcver-

fham, He fent for the Earl of Winchelfea, who

prevailed on the King to return to London, Thd
Earl voted for giving the crown to King William,

by whom he was continued Lord Lieutenant

of Kent. He died foon after in 1689. Oa
his return from Conftantinople^ vifiting Sicily,

he was witnefs to a terrible convulfion of mount

iEtna, an account of which he^.fent to the

Vol. II. M Kijig,
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King, and which was foon after publiflied by

authority in a very thin quarto^ with this title,

*« A true and exzd: relation of the latfe pro-

*' digious earthquake and eruption of mount
*' Etna, or monte Gibello, &c» together with

** a more particular narrative of the fame, as it

*' is collefted out of feveral relations fent from

<^ Catania, 1669. With a view of the moun-
' tain and conflagration."

EDPTARD MONrAGUy

EARL of SANDWICH;

A Well known character in our hiftory, and

one of the moft beautiful in any hiftory.

He {hone from the age of nineteen, and united

the qualifications of General, Admiral and

Statefman. All parties, at a time when there

ti^as nothing but parties, have agreed that his

virtues were equal to his valour and abilities.

Hi*
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His' feW blemifhes are not mentioned here, but

as a proof that this elogium is not a phantom

of the imagination. His advifmg the Dutch

i/ir^r was a fatal error to himfelf, and might have

be^n fo to his country and to the liberty of

Etiiiop^. His perfuading Cromwell to take the

Crown was ah unaccountable infatuation, efpe-

cially as his Lordfhip wai fo zealous afterwards

for the Refloration. It feems he had a fond

and inexplicable paflion for Royalty, though

He had early a6i:ed againft Charles the Firft;

The Earl admired Cromwell ; yet could He ima-

gine that in any light a diadem would raife the

Protestor's charadter ? Or how could a Man who
thought Cromwell deferved a Crown, think

that Charles the Second deferved one ? If his

Lordfhip fuppofed Englifh minds fo framed to

Monarchy that they muft recoil to it, was

Cromwell a Man to be tender of a Conftitu-

tion, which Charles the Firft had handled top

roughly ? * The Earl's zeal for reftoring Charles

M 2 th^

:* * It is often urged with great emphajis^ that

•when a nation has been accuftomed for ages to foihe

particular form of government^ it vuill [though

that form of government may be changed for a
^ ^ time'\
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the Second could not flow from any principle

of hereditary right, for He had contributed to

dethrone the Father, and had ofFerred the Son's

crown to the Ufurper. Lord Sandwich wa$

facrificed by another Man having as weak a

partiality for royal blood : His Vice-adtniral,

Sir Jofeph Jordan, thought the Duke of York's

life better worth preferving, and abandoned ^he

Earl to the Dutch firefhips !

It is remarkable that Admiral Montagu was

the laft Commonci' who was honoured with the

Garter, except one Man, to wliofe virtues' and

merit may fome impartial pen do as much juftice,

as I have a fatisfadion in rendering to this great

Perfon

!

time] always revert to it. No argument feems to

me to have lefs folidity ; for unlefs the climate^ the

air^ and the foil of a country can imbibe habits of

government or infufe them^ no Country can in reality

have hen accujiomed to any fort of government^

hut during the lives of it's aSfual inhabitants.

Were Men^ horn late in the reign of Charles the

Firji^ bred to entertain irr'adicable prejudices in

favour of royalty ? It is fuppofed that no country

isfq naturally propenfe to liberty, as England.

Is it naturally propenfe to Monarchy too? Is

Monarchy the natural vehicle of liberty ?
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We have of his Lordfhip's writing,

« A letter to Secretary Thurloe f."

*^ Several letters during his embafly to Spain
;"

publifhed v^ith Arlington's letters. A great

charadler of thcfc difpatches is given in the

lives of the Admirals J,

,
** Original letters and negotiations of Sir

*' BTiehard Fanfhaw, the Earl of Sandwich, the

** Earl of Sunderland, and Sir William Go-
** dolphin, wherein divers matters between the

*' three Crowns of England, Spain and Portu-

*^ gal, from the y«ar 1663, to 1678, are fet in

** a clear li^-ht." Two vols.
•t)*'

And a Angular tranflation, called,

' ** The art of metals, in which is declared

•* the manner of their generation, and the con-

*' comitants of them. In two books. Written

•^ in Spanifh by Albaro Alonzo Barbi, M. A.

\ Vide Thurloe*sjiate-papersy voL Up. 726.

X voL 2. />. 402.

vV *' curate
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'^ curate of St. Bernard's parifh in the imperial

'' city of Potofi in the kingdom of Peru in fhe

*' Weft-Indies, in the year 1640. Tranflated

*' in the year 1669, by the right honourable

"Edward Eai-l of Sandwich." Lond. 1674.

a fniall.oftayo* A fhort preface of the Editor

fays, ''The original was regarded in Spain and

'' the Weft-Indies as an. ineftimable jewel, but

*' that falling into the Earl's hands, he enriched

*J'X)ur language with it, being content that all our

*' Lord the Kings people Jhould be phikfophers**

GEORGE SAFILLE,

MARQUIS of HALIFAX,

A Man more remarkable for his wit than

his fteadinefs, and whom an ingenious

modern * Pliftorian has ere<3:ed into a principal

* Mr. Hume ; %vho obferves that the Marquises

variations might be the effects of his integrity^

rather than of his ambition. They might ; but it

is doubtfuL

charadler
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thara£^er in the reign of Charles the Second,

But when old hiftories are re-written, it is

neceflary to fet perfons and fa^ls in new lights

from what they were feen by cotemporaries f.

Vbltaire, fpeaking of Dupleix, fays J, that he

was the firft who introduced the cuftom of quot-

ing his authorities in the margin^ '< |>recautioa

** abfolument neceflaire, quand on n'ecrit pas

*^ I'hiftoire de fon terns/' However, the Didla-

tor of this lentence, and author of that beau-

tiful eflay on Univerfal Hiftory, has totally for-

got his own rule, and has indeed left that work

a moft charming bird's-eye landfcape, where

one views the whole in piflurefque confufion,

and 'imagines the objecSs more delightful than

they are in reality, and when examined , fepe-

i:at^y.* The Marquis wrote ^ '')JJ^-f^ ^^

^< The anatomy of an equivalent
j]

.'*

A
t In order to which it is hejl to omit referring

even to thofe authors that are ufed in the Compilation*

X Ecrivains du Steele de Louis xiv. . .^

P
Pfthted in the colkciion of State-ira^s^voL 2.

p^ joo,
^.^^^^ ;^.,,

<« A letter
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*' A letter to a Diflenter, upon occafion of

*' his Majefty's late gracious declaration of in-

** dulgence," 1687 §.

*' An effay upon Taxes, calculated for the

*' prefent juncture of affairs in England," 1693 ^.

*' Advice to a Daughter.'*

'' The character of a Trimmer."

«« Maxims of ftate applicable to all times*,"

" Charaaer of Bifhop Burnet f."

« A feafonable addrefs to both Houfes of Par-

*^ liament, concerning the Succeflion, the fears

*^ of Popery and arbitrary Government," 1681 J.

§ Printed among Somers's traSls^ vol. 2. p. 364.

^ ib, vol, 4. p. 63.

* Printed among the works of VilUers Duke of

Buckingham^ vol, 2. p. 11'].

t Printed at the end of the Bijhofs Hijiory of his

0wn Times,

X Somers's tra&Syfecond collet, vol, 3. p- 346-

'^ Cautions
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.
*^ Cautions for choice of Parliament-men.'*

*' A rough draught of a new model at fea."

** Lord Halifax's hiftorical obfervations upon

"the reio;ns of Edward L IL IIL and Rich-

*^ ard IL with remarks upon their faithful coun-

*' fellors and falfe favorites," 1689 1[

.

Seven of thefe pieces were printed together in

o£lavo, 1704, under the title of " Mifcellanies

^' by the late Marquis of Halifax."

XHOMAS OSBORNE,

DUKE of LEEDS.

IT is by no means neceffary to fay any thing

., ^^cf this.Lor4; He appears in every page of

'the reign of Char-les the Second. Burnet §

jl
HarL Cathl vol i. /.

43^'''*' **^^"

J%.S)ol.i.p. 351.

:v^:Xoj.. n. N treaty
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treats him feverely ; the Peerage vindicates him

by a dedication of Dryden, which one muft

allow is authority to fuch a book, for nothing

Can exceed the flattery of a Genealogift, but

that of a Dedicator* If the Earl of Danby

was far inferior in integrity to Clarendon and

Southampton, he was as much fuperior to Shafts-

bury and Lauderdale. Leeds was one of thofe

fecondary Characters, who having been Firft-

Minifter, fubmitted afterwards to a<S a fubor*

dinate part in an Adminiitration.

His Grace publiflied

<' Memoirs relating to the Lnpeachment of

** Thomas Earl of Danby, [now Duke ^f
*^ Leeds] in the year 1678, wherein fome afFairs

*' of thofe Times are repreiented in a jufter

*' light, than has hitherto appeared. With an

« Appendix." Lond. 1710.

" The Earl of Danby's letters in the years

"1676, 775 and 78; with particular remarks

<' upon fome of them," 1710.

HENRT
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HENRT BOOTH,

t ORD DE L AME R,

..AND

EARL of WARRINGTON.

IT Is remarkable how many of the faireft"

names in our fcory have contributed to

grace our memoirs of Litterature. The Lord

in qucftion was not only an Author like his

Father, but like Him an aftive inltrument in a

Revolution of Government, Lord Henry, who

was thrice imprifoned for his noble love of

liberty, and who narrowly efcaped the fury of

James and Jefferies, lived to be commlffioned

by the Prince of Orange to order that King

Jp remove from Whitehall ^ a mefiage which

^ % he
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he delivered v/ith a generous decency. He was

foon difmifled by King William to gratify the

Tories > and died in the forty-fecond year of his

age ; having written a vindication of his dear

Friend, under this title '
*^- ^ ^

" The late Lord Ruffers cafe, with obferva-

** tions upon it."

*' Speech of the honourable Henry Booth

*' at Chcfter, on his being elected Knight of

«^ the Shire forthat County, March, 1680-1 %
."

*^ Another Speech," which feems to have been «

an addrefs to his county, to perfuade them fejf"

join the Prince of Orange
||

,

'

.f* Charges to the Grand Jury in 1691,

^« 92, and 93."

X State traSis^ vol. 2. p. 147.

1/^.^.434.

CHARLE^^
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CHARLES SACKFILLE,

EARL of DORSET*.

IF one turns to the authors of the laft age

for the character of this Lord, ono, meets

with nothing but encomiums on his wit and

good-nature. He was the fineft gentleman in

the voluptuous court of Charles the Second,

and in the gloomy one of King William : He
had as much wit as his firft Mafter, or his co-

temporaries Buckingham and Rochefter, with-

11
Having omitted him in his place^ as being the

author only of Speeches and Letters^ I jhall refer

my readers for an account of another ornament

ef this Family^ Thomas Earl of Dorset,
to Antony Wood^ who^ vol. 2. P» I55> mentions

feveral fpeeches and letters of State of this Lord
in print ; and whofe own manly and fpirited ac^

count of his duel with the Lord Bruce is fufficiently

known.

out
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out the royal want of feeling, the Duke's want

of principles, or the Earl's want of thought.

The latter faid with aflonifhment, *•' That he

^' did not know how it was, but^ Lord Dorfct

*' might do any thing, and yet wa^ never to

*' blame." It was not that He was free

from the failings of humanity, but he had

the tendernefs of it too, which made every body

excufe whom every body loved, for even the

afpcrity of his verfes feems to have been for-

given to f

YT?e heji goodMan with the tuorjl-natured Miife.-

This line is not more Filmilkr than Lord Dor-

fet's own poems to all who have tafte for the

gcntceleft beauties of natural and eafy verfe,

or than his LorJlhip's own bon-mots, of which

I cannot help repeating one of fingular humour.

Lord Craven was a proverb for officious whif-

pers to men in power. On Lord Dorfet's

promotion, King Charles having {t^n Lord

Craven pay hii> ufual tribute to him, afked the

former what the latter had been faying : The
Earl
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Earl replied gravely, ^^ Sir, my Lord Craven

*^ did me the honour to whifper me, but I did

**inot think it good manners to liften," When
He was dying, Congreve, v^ho had been to

vifit htm, being afked how he had left Him,

replied, " Faith, he flabbers more wit than

**. other peoplS have in their beft health." Hi«

iLordfhip wrote nothing but fmall copies of

verfes, moft of which have been collected in

the late editions of our Minor Poets ; and with

the Duke of Buckingham's works are printed $

two of Lord Dorfet's poems; as in Prior's

pofthumous works
1|

is one called

*' The antiquated Coquet."

J voL 2. pages' 14, and ^6^

. I voL I, p. 170*

jrjLLUM
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WILLIAM CAVENDISH,

DUKE of DEVONSHIRE:

A Patriot among the Men, galant among

the Ladies. His friendfhip with Lord

Ruflel, his free fpirit, his bravery, duels,

honours, amours, are well known, and his

epitaph will never be forgotten ;

WiLLIELMUS Dux DeVONIJE,

BONORUM PrINCIPUM SUBDITUS FIDEU5,

Inimicus et inyisus Tyrannis.

Of his compofltion we have

^^ T\5r''o Sf)eeches*."

* Printed in Colliv^s peei'age^ pages 325, 327.

*< A true
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<< A true copy of a paper delivered by

** the Lord Devonfhire to the Mayor of

<' Derby, where he quartered, November 21,

" An allufion to the Bifliop of Cambray's

** fiipplemerit to Homer, a poem," of which

one or two extradls are to be found in the

peerage J

.

" Some fragments, in the fame book,"

< An Ode on the death of Queen Mary §
•'*

f State tra5ls^ vol 2. p, 438.

% ubifupray p, 336.

§ P' 337-

Vol. IL O JOHN
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JOHN THOMPSON,

LORD HAVERSHAM.

THIS Lord, whom Burnet often men-

tions curforily, but without thinking him

of confequence enough to draw his character,

is Tittle known. Being of a republican family,

which recommended him *, fays the Author of

his life, to the Earl of Anglefey, the Patron of

the Diflenters, he married the Daughter of that

Earl who recommended him to the good graces

of Charles the Second. The King made him

a Baronet, and offered him the Treafurerfhip

of the Chambers, which He declined ; his prin-

ciples being yet of a more ftubborn temper than

* Mitnoirs of the late Right Honourable yohn

Lord Havirjham^ hz. 171IJ a[mall pamphlet,

thofe
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thofe of his Father-in-law. The young Baro-

net was a6i:ive againft the meafures of the court

during the Popifli reigns, and joined the Prince

of Orange, by whom he was made a Baron

and Lord of the Admiralty. He f offended

the Tory Houfe of Commons who impeached

the Whig Lords in 1701 ; and the Tory Ad-

miniftration were eager to remove him. How-
ever, being difgufted, as his Biographer fays J

,

at the promotion of the Earl of Pembroke^

*^ He took all opportunities of oppofing almoft

f ^ every thing that was advanced by the Court

;

'' andfinding no notice taken of him by the Courts

'^ He went on with his refent?nent^ and was a

^^ great obftacle to the occafional Conformity-

*' bill, which at that time was voted for by all

^' who had places of truft." From this time

his Lordfliip feems entirely to have abandoned

his firft principles, and to have given himfelf

up to the High-Church party, though He con-

tinued to go fometimes to Meetings. His hifto-

rian afcribes this change to the violent meafures

t Burnet^ vol. 2. p. 278,

O 2 of
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of the Whigs, but after fo candid a confefliort

as he had made above of his Lordftiip's difgufts,

the reader will be apt to think that the meafures

of the Whigs were not the fole Humbling block.

Be that as it may, in 1705^ we find
||
Lord

Haverfliam opening the debate againft the Duke

of Marlborough; and in the year 1707, He§
was one of the Lords that attacked the condu(3:

of the Admiralty. In 1708, " My Lord Haver-

*' fham, a great fpeech-maker and publifher

^' of his fpeeches*, fays the Dutchefs of

*' Marlborough, and who was become the

** mouth of the party for any extraordinary

*^ alarm, was fent privately by the Tories to the

*^ Queen to acquaint her with the difcpvery,

*' they pretended to have made, of a terrible

'' defign formed by the Whigs, to bring over

'' one of the Houfe of Hanover, and to force

** this upon Her whether She would or not."

Unluckily this very Lord " had been the Man,

I Burnet^ p. 4.2()»

§ ib. p. 491.

Condu^ of the Dowager Duchefs of Marl-

hvroiighyp, 163.

«\^o
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^* Who had moved for the Prlncefs Sophia's

*' coming over, as a thing neceflary for the

" prefervation of the Proteftant religion."

The lift of his t'0r4fliip'§(Hp§rfomianG€S -Js

as follows, 'nnihl' ^'f'> ;»^«mwo nrt.

** Obfervatlohs upon feveral occurrencies from

^'^the beginning of her Majefty's reign [to th^

** day of his death] by way of Memoranda/*

It contains only three pages, tending to palliate

his change of principles, in which his Lord-

ihip js not quite fo ingenuous as his Biogra^

pherf.

<< A vindication of the Earl of Anglefey,

*' from being the author of the Memoirs under

*^ his name." It is contained in a dedication

to King William and Queen Mary^, and in a

preface to the Earl of Anglefey's ftate of^th^

government and kingdom, ^c^. "'' "'
'

*^ Speech on the bill to prevent occafional

'^ Conformity," 1703)!.

t Printed in the Memoirs of his life^ p. 11^

§ See before in the article of Anglefey,

\ Vi(U Memoirs of his life, ** Ano-
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<« Another Speech, November 20, 1704*.''

" Speech upon the ftate of the Nation,"

1705 f.

" A vindication of that Speech J
/'

<' Speech againft the bill for recruiting her

« Majefty's land-forces
1|

."

" Several other Speeches §
/'

<' Account of the proceedings relating to the

I 'ff;
Charge of the Houfe of Commons againft

..fi^JohnLordHaverftiam j" moft probably .writ-

ten by himfelf ^.

* ibid.

t ibid,

n t ib,.f'MO.

f .
Somerfii trai^Syfecondr collet, vol 4. p. 384.

,

ANTONY
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ANrONY

ASHLEY COOLER,

EARL of SHAFTSBURY,

GRANDSON of the Chancellor, and

a Man whofe morals were as amiable

as the life of the former was hateful.

The firft was an author only to ferve the pur-

pofes of the fadlions in which He was engaged ;

the writings of the latter breathe the virtues of

his mind, for which they are much more efti-

mable than for their ftyle and manner. He de-

livers his do(Srines in ccftatic didHon, like one

of the Magi inculcating philofophic vifions to

an eaftern auditory

!

His
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His principal works are publiflied in three

volumes, well known by the title of the

^' Chara£teriftics of men, manners, opinions, times.**

We have befides a fmall collection of his

<* Letters to Robert Molefworth, Efq; [now

" the Lord Vifcount of that name] with a large

*' introdu<ftion," giving an account of the Earl's

public principles, which were juft what became

an Englifhman and a Philofopher. One anec-

dote, not mentioned there, but an inftance of

his modeft ingenuity, ought to be recorded.

Attempting to fpeak on the bill for granting

council to prifoners in cafes of high-treafon.

He was confounded, and for fome time could

hot proceed, but recovering himfelf he faid,

*' What now happened to him, would ferve to

*^ fortify the arguments for the bill if He,

*' innocent and pleading for others, was daunted

*< at the auguftnefs of fuch an aflembly, what

*• muft a man be, who fhould plead before them

'<< for his life?'*

" A letter concerning defigii*."

* Printed in BickeriorCs colkSiioriy p. 75.

JOHN
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JOHN LORD SOMERSy

ONE of thofe divine men, who, like a

chapel in a palace, remain unprofaned,

while all the reft is tyranny, corruption and

folly. All the traditional accounts of him, the

hiftorians of the laft age, and it's beft authors

reprefeiit him, as the moft incori'upt Lawyer,

and the honeftefi Statefman, as a matter Orator,

a Genius of the fineft tafte, and as a Patriot

of the nobleft and moft extenfive views ; as

a Man, who difpenftd bleflings by his life, and

planned them for pofterity. He was at once

the model of Addifon, and the touchftone of

Swift : The one wrote from Him, the other

for Him. The former however has drawn a

laboured, but diffufc and feeble charadter- of

Him in the Freeholder*, neither worthy of the

* Of May 14, 1716.

Vo L. IL P Author
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Author nor his SubjecSl. It is known that my

Lord Somers forvived the powers of his under-*

ftanding : Mr. Addifon fays, " His life indeed

'' feems to have been prolonged beyond it's na-

tf* tural term under thofe indifpofitions which

*' hung upon the latter part of it, that he might

" have the fatisfaftion of feeing the happy fettle-

*' ment take place, which he had propofed to

•* himfelf as the principal end of all his public

** labours."— ^—A very wife way indeed of in-

terpreting the will of Providence ! As if a man

was preferved by Heaven in a ftate of dotage,

till an event fhould arrive which would make

him happy if He retained his fenfes ! Equally in-

judicious is another palTage, intended for en-

comium, where we are told, '' That He gained

*' great efteem with Queen Anne, who had

^' conceived many unreafonablc prejudices againft

*' him !
*^ Mr. Addifon might as well have faid.

That the Queen had at firft difbelieved, and was

afterwards converted to Sir Ifaac Newton's

^.fyftem of Comets : Her Majefty was full as

good a judge of Aftroriomy, as of Lord Somers's

merits. In truth, Mr. Addifon was fometimes

as weak a Writer, when he wrote ferioufly, as

he
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he was admirable in touching the delicacies of

natural humour. He fays, that my Lord Somers

was often compared with Sir Francis Bacon,

and gives the preference to the former, ^' becaufe

*' He, all integrity, did not behave as meanly,

<^ when profecuted by the Houfe of Commons,
*' as the other under convicSionof guilt." This

argument h as poor as the panegyric; To argue

from their behaviour, they ftiould have been in

fimilar circumftances. If they are to be com-

pared, the fuperior penetration of genius cannot

be denied to Bacon; the virtue will all be

Somers's. If He muft be compared with ano-

ther Chancellor, it muft not be with Clarendon,

who was more morofe and fevere, had lefs capa-

city, and a thoufand more prejudices : The great

Chancellor de THofpital feems to refemble

Somers moft in the dignity of his foul and the

elegance of his underftanding.

The momentous times in which He lived,

gave Lord Somers opportunities of difplaying

the extent of his capacity and the patriotifm of

his heart; opportunities as little fought for

the former, as they were honeftly courted and

P 2 purfued
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purfued for the latter. The excellent balance

of our Conftitution never appeared in a clearer

light than with relation to this Lord, \s4io,

though impeached by a mifguided Houfe of

Commons with all the intemperate folly that

at times difgraced the free States of Greece, yet

had full liberty to vindicate his innocence and

manifeft an integrity, which could never hav^c

{hone fo bright, unlefs it had been juridically

afperfed. In our Conftjtutipn, Ariftidcs may b6

traduced, clamoured againft, and when ipatter

is wanting, fummary addreffes may be propofed

or voted f for removing him for ever from the

fervice of the Government ; but happily the

fa£lious and the envious have not a power of

condemning by a fhell, which many of them

cannot fign.

It was no inglorious part of this great Chan-

cellor's life, that when removed from the ad-

rniniftration, his labours were ftill dedicated to

the fervice of the government and of his country,

t As happened in the cafe of Lord Somers \ vide

Burnety voL 2. />. 267.

In
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In this fituation, above all the little prejudices

of a profeflion, for He had no profcHion but

that of Solon and Lycurgus, he fet himfelf to

corre<3: the grievances of the Law, and to amend

the vocation He had adorned % . The Union of

die Kingdoms was projected too by Him ; and

itt^w^s not to his difgrace, that the Princefs,

whofe prejudices He had conquered, and whoie

efteem He had gained, oiFerred him up as one

(|)F the firfl: facrifices on the altar of Utrecht
|j

.

Such deathlefs monuments of his abilities and

virtue diminifli the regret we fliould otherwifc

feel, that though Lord Somers wrote feveral

{>ieces, we are ignorant even of the titles of

many of them ; fo little was Fame his obje<fl f

This modefty is mentioned particularly in the

H It is a remarkable^ though a trifling anecdolCy

that this great Man extorted fuch cjleem even from
the adverfe fa^ien^ that Mr, Oliver Len^je^ a
difiinguijhed Tory^ who killed Sir Henry Hohart in

a duel^ ufed to toafl^ " That Her Majejly may
*^ have many Summers,** i, e, Somers, :

Freeholder
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Freeholder I have quoted. What little I havd

been able to difcover of his writings are thefe,

"Dryden's Satire to his Mufe*;*' this, I

think, has been difputed ; and indeed the grofs

ribaldry of it cannot be believed to have flowed

from fo humane and poliflied a nature as Lord

Somers's.

«' Tranflation of the Epiftle of Dido td

*<iEneast."

«* Tranflation of Ariadne to Thefeus J
.'*

'' Tranflation of Plutarch's life of Alci-

«« biadcs
II

,'*

''A jufl: and modefl: vindication of the pro-

*' ceedings of the two laft Parliaments." 1681.

* Printed in the third volume of Cogan^s edition

$f the Minor Poets,

^ Printed in Tonfons edition. Vide Gen, DiSf^

vol 9. />. 283.

X Vide Life of Lord Somers, Afmall ill-writ^

ten pamphlet,

I)
Gen, DiSi, ubifupra.
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t^n^*, Firft written by Algernon Sidney, but

new drawn by Somers. Publifhed in Baldwin's

collecSion of pamphlets in the reign of Charles

the Second §

.

*' Other pieces at that time," not fpecified^/

«' A Speech at a conference on the word,

M Abdicated*.'*

*' Another on the fame occafion."

<< Speeches at the trial of Lord Preftonf."

*' His letter to King William on the partition

« treaty t."

• ** His anfwer to his impeachment."

§ Burnett vol. i.

^ Gen. DtSf, p. ^^\. I have met with a fmall

piecey faid to be. ^written by Lord Somers^ which

perhaps was one of the tra^s hinted at here ; it is

entituled^ '^ The fecurity of Englijhmens lives^ or

*' the truji^ power and duty of the Grand juries of
** England^ explained according to the fundamentals
** of the Englip) governmentJ &c."

* ibid.

-fLife^ p. 26.

X Gen. Di^. p. 2i6.
«' Extrafts

1'
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*« Extra<Ss from two of his letters to Lord
« WhartonV

** Addreffes of the Lords in anfwer ta addreflcs

** of the Commons f/'

** The argument of the Lord Keeper Sonjcrs

•* on his giving judgment in the Banker's cafe,

' delivered in the Exchequer-chamber, June

« 23, 1696
J.'*

''A brief Hiftory of the Succeflion collcflt^

<* out of the Records, written for the fatisfa6lioi>

*' of the E. of H.'* In the original copy were

fevcral additions in Lord Somers's hand, from

whence the Editor afcribes it to his Lordfliip § •

* i^,p. 290.

+ Burnet^ vqL 2. p. 378.

t HarL Catal vol 2. p. 651.

§ Vide Sofners's tra^s,fourth cdL vol, 4. p» ibj.

Wc have often quoted this work ; // is a colleSfion of
Jcarce pieces in four fets of four volumes each tn

'quarto^ puhlijhed by Cogan^ from pamphlets chetfly

collected by Lord Sorners, ' A much more valuable

tredfure^ his Lcrdjhifs colle^ion of original papers

and letters^ zuas very lately lofi by afire in the cham-

bers of Mr. Torkcy Vis Majejlys Sollicitor-general.

'* CHARLES
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CHARLES MONTAGU,

:;EARL of HALIFAX,

RAISED hlmfelf by his abilities and elo-

quence in the Houfe of Commons, where

He had the honour of being attacked in con-

jun<3:ion with Lord Somers, and the fatisfadlion

of eftablifhing his innocence as clearly. Addifon

has celebrated this Lord in his account of the

greateft Englifh Poets : Steele has drawn hjs

charafter in the dedication of the fecond volume

of the Spectator, and of the fourth of the

Tatler; but Pope in the portrait of Bufo in

the epiftle to Arbuthnot has returned the ridicule,

which his Lordfhip in conjunction with Prior

had heaped on Dryden'd Hind and Panther.

Befidcs this admirable Trayefly, Lord Halifax

wrote

Vol. IL Q "An
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*' An anfwer to Mr. Bromley's fpeech in re-

•* lation to the occafional Conformity-bill*."

*' Seafonable Queries concerning a new Par-

•' liament." 1710.

*< A poem on the death of Charles the Second.**

« The Man of Honour. A poem."

*' Ode on the marriage of her Royal Highnefs

'* the Princefs Anne and Prince George of

« Epiftle to Charles Earl of Dorfet and Mid-

*^ dlcfex, occafioned by King William's viftory

^« in Ireland.'*

All which) e^ccept the Queries, with fcveral

of his Speeches, have been publiflied together in

an OiSlavo volume, with " Memoirs of his Lord-

•^ fhip's life." 1 716.

* Publtjhed in the mejnoirs of Lord Halifax's

Ife.

. « Vcrfes
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^' Verfes written at Althrop in a blank leaf

^« of a Waller, oa feeing Vandyke's pi6ture of

*' Lady Sunderland*."

*' Verfes written for the toafting glafles of the

« Kit-Cat Club," 1703. His Lordfliip's are

the beft of this fet.

yOHIV SHEFFIELD,

DUKE of BUCKINGHAM.

THE life of this Peer takes up fourteen

pages and half in folio in the General

Dictionary, where it has little pretenfions to

occupy a couple :—But his pious Reli6t was

always purchafing places for Him, herfelf, and

their Son, in every fuburb of the Temple of

Fame a tenure, againft which of all others

* State^pQemSy vol, 3. p, 356.

0^2 Quo-
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Qiio-warrantos are fure to take place. The
author of the article in the Didlionary calls the

Duke one of the moft beautiful profe-writers

and greateft poets of this age ; which is alfo,

he fays, proved by the fineft writers, his cotem-

poraries Certificates, that have little weight,

where the merit is not proved by the Author's

own works. It is certain that his Grace's com-

pofitions in profe have nothing extraordinary in

them; his poetry is moft indifferent, and the

greateft part of both is already fallen into total

negle£l. It is faid that He wrote in hopes of

being confounded with his predecefTor in the

title ; but He would more eafily have been mis-

taken with the other Buckingham, if he had

never written at all. He was defcended from

Lord Sheffield, the author mentioned above,

had a great deal of bravery and underftood a

a court. Queen Anne, who undoubtedly had

no turn to gallantry, yet fo far refembled her

preJeceffor Elizabeth, as not to diflike a little

homage to her perfon.—This Duke was imme-

diately rewarded on her acceffion, for having

made love to her before her marriage. Though

attached to the Houfe of Stuart and their prin-

ciples.
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ciples, he maintained a dignity of honour in

fome points, independent of all connections,

for He ridiculed * King James's religion, though

He attended him to his Chapel ; and warmly

took the part of the Catalans againfl: the Tory

Miniftry, whom He had helped to introduce to

the Queen. His works are publifhed in two

large volumes in quarto. In Prior's pofthumous

t works is a little poem to Mrs. Manley on

If her firft play, not printed with the reft of the

Duke's compofitions.

ROBERT HARLET,

EARL of OXFORD.

TH E Hlftory of this Lord Is too frefh in

every body's memory to make it requifite

to expatiate upon his character. What blemifhes

* Burnet^ vol i. p. 683.

t vol I. p. 150.

it
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it had, have been to feverely cenfurcd by the

* Aflbciate of his councils and politics, that a

more diftant obferver has no pretence to enlarge

on them. Befides, as the public conduct of

this Earl, to which alone I know any objeftions,

was called to fuch ftrift account by perfons of

my name, it would be an ungrateful taflc in

me to renew any difturbance to his afhes. He

is only mentioned here as author of the follow-

ing trails,

/)
r \

.
<« An EfTay upon public Credit, by Robert

•« Harley, Efq ; " ijiof.

" An Eflay upon Loans, by the author of the

« Eflay on public Credit J."

«< A vindication of the rights of the Commons

<< of England ;" faid to be by him, but figned

Humj)hr^y,Mackworth j|

.

* Lord BoUnhroke,

t Somers's tra^s^ vol 2. p. i.

Xjb,'^. IC.

I

' ib,%ondcolL vol: 4. p^ 3I3»

».i^V EDJVJRD
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EDWARD HOTFARD,

EARL of SUFFOLK,

A Lord, who with great inclination to

verfify, and fome derangement of his

intellefts, was fo unlucky as not to have his

furor of the true poetic fort. He publifhed

two feperate volumes, the firft intituled

** Mifcellanies in profe and verfe by a perfon

^^ of quality." 1725. oftavo.

The other, which contains many pieces print-

ed in the former, (both being ufhered by recoi»-

mendatory verfes) is called

«' Mufarum deliciae, containing Eflays upon

*' Paftoral ; Ideas, fuppofed to be written above

*^ two thoufand years ago by 2^1 Afiatic poet,

" [who
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*' [who, it feems, wrote in profe] and who
*' fiouriftied under the reign of the Grand Cyrus ;

" and Sapphic verfe j by a Nobleman." Printed,

as appears by a date in the middle of the book,

in 1728. The Executors of this Lord conferred

fbme value on his works, by burning a great

number of the copies after bis death. Indeed

the firft volume is not without merit, for his

Lordfliip has tranfplanted whole pages of Milton

into it, under the title of Elegancies.

DANIEL FINCH,

EARL of NOTTINGHAM,

WAS much afperfcd during his life, but

this was in times on which pofterity

will judge better than we who live fo near them.

Befides his fpeeches, many of which are printed

in a book intituled, *' An exa^S colle6i:ion of

.
•* the debates of the Houfe of Commons held at

4c Weftminfter,
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«« Weftminften OStdikf'zxi^' i^Sb," His L^ottJi

Ihip wrote .*
^rw;./i;.\vF

^
** Obfervations upon' the State of the Nation

j

*^.in January, 171 2-3."

.,. ..L ;J '(-J ::..[;/ ^— *>

^ ^^ The )anfw^r of the Earl of ,.NottingharTv

^^'^to ^r. wHiffon's letter to Hini concerning

<* the eternity: of the Son -of God, and of the

^' Holy Ghoft." . 1 721. The Univerfity of Ox-f

ford in full convocation returned his Lordfhip

^'Jilemn thanks for his moft noble defence of,the

«' Chriftian Faith, i^c* .»
^ .-

^^- j,,^^^, -. ;.

QEORGE GRAWiiXky
l i { ^,.ffc':».'f••-Tii^«''^''

LORD lAKsdoWn,

IMITATED "Wanert-'^^^ -^t^ I^et

has been much excelled fince, a faint copy

of a faint Mafter muft ftrike ftill lefs. It

-Cras foftUnale ) for his Lordfliip, that in an age

* Vide Peerage in IVinchelfeaf -^ ^^tfirf-^i* -^^i
"

Vol. II, R when
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when perfecution raged fo fiercely againft luke-

warm authors, he had an intimacy with the In-

quifitor-General ; how elfe would fuch lines as

this have efcaped the Bathos ?

-'I '^ <«^».^M-^j...-when thy Gods
^< Enlighten Thee to fpeak their dark Decrees *.'*

A fine edition of his works has been publilhcd

in two volumes quarto ; befides which we find

*^ A letter from a Nobleman abroad to his

*' friend in England." i/aif*
:

*^ Verfes written on a blank leaf by Lord
** Lanfdown, when he prefented his works to

** the Queen in 1732.

* Heroic Lovey Jcene i.

+ Somers^s traSfs^ fourth coll. vol, 4. />. 416.

XDodJleysMifeellanieSy vol. i. p\: 233*

CHARLES

iVyS^^ ^-
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CBARLES BOTLEy

EARL of ORRERY,

OF one of the moft accomplifhed Houfes

in Europe, but the firft Englifli Peer of

this line that was an author, wrote

** A tranflation of the life of Lyfander from

*' Plutarch," pubiiflied in the Englifli edition of

that author.

" As you find it, a comedy-'*
. . • ,

•* Some copies of verfcs ."

* Vide Peerage in Boylej p. 291 j and Biogr.

v^l, 2. />. 936.

R 2 "A Latin
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" A Latin tranflation of the Epiftles of Pha-

** laris, with the life of Phalaris, and notes to

*' that author." This work occafioned the

famous controverfy with Dr. Bentley ; a full ac-

count of \$hich is given in the life of that great

Manf? who alone, and unworfted, fuftained

the attacks of the brighteft Genius's in the learn-

ed World, and whofe fame has not fuffered by

the wit to which it gave occafion.

" Dr. Bentley's difiertations on the Epiftles of

/** Phalaris and the fables of iEfop, examined by

**^ the'Honourable Charles Boyle, Efq ;
" a book

more commonly known by the title of " Boyle

« againft Bentley."

^^ 'ii^^j^K* #ji{fepe to his Predeceflbr's Altemira,

«< and feveral fongs in it."

t Biogr. vol. 2". p. 737.

PHit IP
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PHILIP

DUKE of WHAR TO N,

L1 K E Buckiiigham and Rochefter, com-

forted all the grave and dull by throw-

ing away the brighteft profufion of parts on

witty fooleries, debaucheries and fcrapes, which

may mix graces with a great charaft^r, but

never can compofe one. If Julius Gaefar had

only rioted with Cataline, He had never be^

Emperor of the World, Indeed the Duke of

Wharton was not made for conqueft ; He was

not equally formed for a Round-houfe and

Pharfalia : In one of his ballads he has bantered

his own want of heroifm ; it was in a fong

he made on being feized by the guard in St.

) James's
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James's park, for finging the Jacobite air.

The Klngjhall have his own again

^

«« TTie Duke he drew out half his fword.
<i -—the Guard drew out the reft."

His levities, wit and want of principles, his*

eloquence and adventures are too well known ;

io be re-capitulated. With attachment to no
party, though with talents to govern any party^

this lively Man changed the free air of Weftmin-

fter for the gloom of the Efcurial, the profpeft of

King George's garter for the Pretender's; and

with indifference to all religion, the frolic Lord

who had writ the ballad on the Arch-bifhop

of Canterbury, died in the habit of a Capucin.

It is difficult to give an account of the works

of fo mercurial a Man, whofe library was a

tavern, and women of pleafure his Mufes.

A thoufand fallies of his imagination may have

been loft ; he no more wrote for fame than He

acted for it. There are two volumes in o<ftavo

called his life Jipd. writings, but containing of

the latter nothing but

**^' •* Seventy-four
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<< Seventy-four numbers of a periodical paper,

«' called the True Briton," and his celebrated

" Speech in the Houfe of Lords, on the third

** reading of the bill to inflicft pains and penal-

•* ties on Francis Lord Biftiop of Rochefter,

*^ May 15, 1 723," It is a remarkable anecdote

relating to this Speech, that his Grace, then in

eppofitron to the Court, went to Chclfea the day

before' the laft debate on that Prelate's affair,

where acting contrition, He profefTed being de-

termined to work out his pardon at court by

fpcaking againft the Bifhop, in order to which

He begged fome hints. The Miniftcr was de-

ceived, and went through the whole caufc with

him, pointing out where the ftrength of the

argument lay and where it's weaknefs. The

Duke was very thankful, returned to town,

pafled the night in drinking, and without going

to bed, went to the Houfe of Lords, where He
fpoke for the Bifhop, re-capitulating in the,

moft mafterly manner, and anfwering all that

had been urged againft Him. His Speech againft

the Miniftry two years before on the affair of

the
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the South-Sea Company had a fatal efFjft ; Earl

5t;4nhope anfwering it v(^ith fo much warmth

thattheb'^rft a Woodnv^fjibl md died,

fiiWhat little I have, feuni befides.,written by

tiie Duke, are *r|*fj o? !!<.[ t^rft ^^^innroK^ >

9 :'>i^:The -ballads above-mentioned.*'

ni LVJiii , . ; , ^ »!

v.i^ The . drinking matck at Edeii-haJl;> in imi<«

?' tatioii of Chevy-dhace*" It Is printed in the

firft volume of a Bocfcfelb|'!§: wiifeeli^y: called^

* Whartoniana*/' . ,;';:, ,
,

.- j; *.
,

** Parody of a Song fung at the Opera-houfe

f by Mrs. Tofts, on her leaving^ t|^q,.Eiaglifli^

^* j-^age and returning to Italy t^'* AirjiMi-.r 'i[

His Grace began a play on the ftory of Mary

Queen of Scots, of which I believe nothing

ij^ains but thefe four lines, prefervediu, the

|^^ond:vqluin»pf the fame coHe^tioi^ ;

Hi {

Xi* p, IQ; and .m Ralphs tnifcellaneous poems

^

t. 55. ,* .

^4 Ralph's psms, p. 131. ^

« Sure
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*^ Sure were I free, and Norfolk were a prifoner,

*^ I'd fly with more impatience (o his arms,

•^ Than the poor Ifraelite gaz'd on the ferpent,

*' When life was the reward of every look."

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu wrote an epilogue

for this play, which is printed in Dodfley's niif-

cellanies.

<^ A letter in Bickertpn's colleftion," 1745 J.

LORD CHANCELLOR

KING,

WA S Nephew of Mr. Locke, who on fee^

ing his treatife in defence of the rights

of the Church, perfuaded him to apply himfelf to

the Law, to the higheft dignity of which He rofe.

X page 29.

Vol. IL S Wc
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We have of his writing '

«« An eflay on the rights of the Chriftian

« Church."

" Inquiry into the conftitution, difciplinc,

«« unity and worfhip of the primitive Church,"

1691*. r^

*' Hiftory of the Apoftle's creed, with cri'

** tical obfervations on it's feveral articles."

«' The Speech of Sir Peter King, Knight,

*^ Recorder of the City of London, at St^

<« Margaret's-hill, to the King's moft excellent

•* Majefty upon his royal entry, September 20>

« 1 7 14."

* Harl. CataL vol i, />, 107, Not having

feen this piece^ lam not Jure it is differentfrom the

foregoing. Nor whether the next mentioned in the

Jame hooky />, 108, he his Lordjhip's.

THOMAS
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THOMAS LORD PAGET,

LDEST Son of the late Earl of Ux-

bridge, who furvived him, publiflied fomcE
pieces, particularly

*^ An effay on human life," In verfe* 1734*

quarto*

*' Some reflections upon the adtiiiniftratioA

*^ of government." A pamphlet, 1 740*

In both thefe pieces there is much good

fenfe : The former is written in imitation of

Pope's ethic epiftles, and has good lines, but

not much poetry.

S 2 Sir
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/fU 10 ii^

Sir ROBERT JFALPOLE,

EARL of ORFORD,

IS only mentioned in this place in his quality

of author: It is not proper nor neceffary

for me to touch his character here. ^Sixteen

unfortunate and inglorious years fince his re-

moval have already written his Elogium !

^bout the end of Queen Anne's reign, and

tile beginning of George, the Firft^. he-wrote the

following pamphlets,

'^ The Sovereign's anfv/er to the Glocefter-

.5f jQvire addreis." The Sovereign nieaned Charles

vDuke of Somcrfct, (o called by the Whigs.

Some parap^raphs in this piece were inferted by

the Marquis of Wharton.

:-ir " Anfwer

i
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** Anfwer to the reprefentation of the Houfc
*' of Lords on the ftate of the navy." I709»

\]^ **;The Debts of the Nation ftated and Gon-

^* fidered, in four papers.'* 1710.

" The thirty-five Millions accounted for.**

1710.

•^ A letter from a foreign Minifter in Eng-
*' land to Monfieur Pettecum *." 1 7 lO* .

" Four letters to a friend in Scotland upon

•' Sacheverel's trial." Falfely attributed in the

General Dictionary to Mr. Maynwaring, who
did not write them, though He fometimes re-

vifed Mr. Walpole's pamphlets.

** A pamphlet f upon the vote of the Houfe

'^ of Commons with relation to the Allies not

*' furnifliing their Quotas."

^ *"' Ser a full account of thts Perfi}ji^'whf Hvas

a volunteer negotiator about the time of the treaty

of Utrecht^ in the Memoires de Torcy.

t Lord O, forgot thdtitley and I have not been

able to recover it*

«« A fhort
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" A (hort Hiftory of the Parliament/* It

IS an account of the laft Seflion of the Queen*

It was undertaken by defire of Lord Somers and

the Whig Lords, on a Thurfday, and printed

on the Tuefday following. The Dedication

was written by a noble Perfon now living.

" TheSouth-fea Scheme confidered.'*

** A pamphlet againft the Peerage-bilL'*- The

title loft.

<^ The Report of the Secret Committee^

*< June 9i 1715."

*< A prfvate letter to General Churchill after

** Lord Orford's retirement,'* was handed about

till it got into print J

.

X It ts in Bichrtons colk^ton^ p* 6.

u .<<mh- HENRY



NOBLE AUTHORS. ,35

HENRY ^T.JOHN,

VISCOUNT BOLINBROKE,

T T T IT H the moft agreable talents in the

» ' world and with great parts, was neither

happy nor i'uccefsful. He wrote againft the

late King, who had forgiven him ; ag-ainft

Sir Robert Walpole who did forgive him

;

againft the Pretender ahd the Clergy who never

will forgive Him. He is one of our beft Wri-

ters ; though his attacks on all governments

and all religion [neither of which views 'He

cared directly to own] have ncceflarily involved

his ftyle in a want of perfpicuity. One muft

know the Man before one can often guefs his

meanings
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meaning. He has two other faults which one

fhould not expe£l in the fame Writer, much

tautology and great want of conneftioitt.'^

Befides his general works publiflied together

fince his death in five volumes quarto, feveral

of his letters are preferved with Pope's, and

one or two little pieces of his poetry are extant,

for which he had a natural and eafy turn.

"To Claras" publifhed in feveral mifccl-

lanies.

*' Almahidc, a poem * >»

«« An Epilogue to Lord Orrery*s Altemira % /*

«< Prologue to Lord Lanfdown's Heroic Love.**

The ftdlowing political pieces arc not re-

publiflied in his works, /

" A letter to the Examiner." 1 7 lO.

4 •
. - -^ - •-

* Printed in the JVharto)

% Biograph. voh 2. 219.

* Printed in the JVhartoniana^ vol. 2. p* J16.

It
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,It was anfwered by Earl Cowper [of whom
I find no other work except his ipeeches] under

this title, " A letter to Ifaac BickerftafFe, Efc^j,

•^ occafioned by the letter to the Examiner
||

." '

^'•« The true copy of a letter from the Right

" Honourable the Lord Vifcount Bolinbroke.**'

Printed in the year 1 7 1 5 §.

~):5fThe reprefentation of the Right Honourable

*« the Lord Vifcount Bolinbroke." Printed in

the year 1715^.

yOHJV LORD HERFET,

WROTE many pieces of various kinds

:

His pamphlets are equal to any that ever

were written. Publifhed by himfelf were

II
Som£rs*s traSiSj fourth colleti. iiif. 4* P* 5*

'% ib.p. 253. •i'^'^J-^'^^'''^v%tii^tV-mt!v 4-

.. IF ib. p. 260. "- ^^"^^^S. r

' Vol. II. T •< Anfwer
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«* Anfwer to the Occafional Writer." 1727.

« The Occafional Writer, N^. IV. To his

« Imperial Majefty."

** Obfervations on the writings of the Crafts-

" man."

" Sequel of the Obfervations on the writings

*' of the Cra/tfman." 1730.

" Sedition and Defamation difplayed, with a

" Dedication to the Patrons of the Craftfman."

^^ A fummary account of the ftate of Durt-

*' kirk and the negotiations relating thereto

;

*' in a letter from a Member of Parliament to.

,^„* the Mayor of the Borough for which He
** ferves." 1733-

• -JJ Li:
'.

:._*^ A letter to the Craftfman on the Game
:«ofChefe." 1733. ,,,... ,,..x

" The condu£l of the oppofitiott thiten^

" dency of modern Patriotifm." 1734.

«« Speech
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*« Speech on the bill to prevent the fettling

•^ more lands in Mortmain."

*' Speech for the Army." 1 737-

*' A Proteft againft protefting with reafons*'*

A paper, intituled, « The Lord's Proteft.'*

1^^'
** Letter to a Country Gentleman on the re-

«' vival of the Salt Duty."

** Account of Qjieen Anne's bounty."

** Letter to the Biftiop of Bangor on his late

f Sermon upon Horfes and Afles."

« On the Pyramids, to Mrs. * * *.

*' The Quaker's reply to a Country Parfon's

•' plea againft the Quaker's bill for tythes."

^ ^ Letter to the Author of Common-Senfe,

^' or the Engliftiman's journal of Saturday,

«Aprai6, 1737."

** Ancient and modern liberty ftated and com-

,.« pared.'"

T 2 « A letter
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*' A letter from a Country Gentleman to his

** Friend in London, concerning two colle»5tiQns

'^ of letters and meffages lately publifhed be-

« tween the K. Q^ Pr, and Prfs."

^' An examination of the fa£ls and reafonings

*' contained in a pamphlet, intituled, a letter

*' from a Member of Parliament to his Friend

*^ in the Country, upon the motion to addrefs

** his Majefty to fettle 1 00,000 /. per annurri,

*' on his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales."

1739-

*' Some remarks on the Minute Philofopher."

<* Epitaph on Queen Caroline in Latin and

« Englifti."

*' Mifcellaneous thoughts on the prefent pof-

** ture of affairs." i 742.

<^ Three ipeeches on the Gin-aft." '

«« The queftion ftated in regard to the Army

«rinJFlanders."

'« A letter to Mr, Gibber on hij letter to Mr.

"Pope.''

IN
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IN VERSE;
** An EpifHe from a Nobleman to a Dcftorof

•<"Dmnty.*' [Dr. Sheridan] 1 733.

*' To the imitator of the Satire of the fecond

*' book of Horace."

*' Bolinbroke's addrefs to Ambition, in imita-

'*^ tion of the firft Ode of the fourth book of

" Horace." i 737.

** The difference between verbal and praftical

•^ Virtue ; with a prefatory epiftle from Mr.
* Gibber to Mr. Pope." i 742.

Since his Lordfliip's deceafe, there have been

printed in Dodfley's colleftion of poems the

following by Lord Hervey,

*' To Mr. Fox [now Earl of Ilchefier] writ-

'* ten at Florence, in imitation of Horace, ode

<* iv. book 2.t."

<< To the fame from Hampton-Court," 1 73 1 1*

t voL 3.^. 181.

" Anfwer



142 NOBLE AUTHORS.

** Anfwer to Mr. Hammond's elegy to Mift

«« Dafliwood||."

*^ Four Epiftles in the manner of Ovid §
."

That from Roxana to PhUodes is a miftake,

and jQiould be Roxana to Ujleck, That- from

Monimia to Philocles is the beft of his Lord-

fhip's poems ; it was defigned for Mifs Sophia

Howe, Maid of Honour, to the Honourable

Antony Lowther.

'' Epilogue defigned for Sophonifba f[.'*

** An imitation of Horace, addrefled to Lord

** Ilchefter f.'*

*' A love-letter % .

*' A Satire in the manner of Perfius * /'
'^'V,

Lord Hervey left feveral other wo^ksin prt)fe

and verfe,in manufcript, particularly,

BW. 4.^79.

i .)i ih. p, loy.

t lb. p, 109,

X ib. 1 10*
. , .

•

'^ '^^^o!l 5. />. 1 47. *^ Agrippinaj
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«' Agrippina, a Tragedy in rhyme."

" Letters to Dr. Middleton on the method

f* of filling up the Roman Senate." The Do6lor

formed his own {hare in this controverfy into

a treatife publifhed in his works.

** Memoirs from his firft coming to court to

" the death of the Queen." ^
'

HENRT LORD HTDEy
AND " .Vii^'^ft'*'"

COR N B U R Y.

THIS amiable and difmterefted Lord was

author of a few pamphlets, publifhed

without his name ; of fome tragedies, ftill in

manufcript, and of a comedy called

'' The miftakes, or the happy refentment."

Given to Mrs. Porter for her benefit, and printed

this year by fubfcription, with a little preface by

the Author of this work.
HORATIO
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H RAltl

LORD WALPOLE^

wROTE many political pieces, among

which were the following,

« The intereft of Great-Britain fteadily pur-

*' fued. Part I. In anfwer to a pamphlet in-

*' tituled. The cafe of the Hanover forces." 1743^

*' A letter to a certain diftinguiflied patriot and

"applauded orator, on the publication of his

"celebrated fpeech on the Seaford petition, in

" the Magazines, ^c'' \^\^*

" Complaints of the manufafturers, relating

" to the abufes in marking the flieep and winding

*« the wool, W^." 175^- |-

" Anfwer to the latter part of Lord Bolin-,

<s broke's letters on the ftudy of Hiftory." M S.,;

F I N I S.



Sl/PPLfiMENT.
TfAFING found fome fcattered pajfages

-* -^ relating to fome other Lords^ which fearcely

tntitle them to places in this Cataloguey and which

y^t make me doubtful whether they fljould not be in^'

ferted ; / chufe for the prefent to range them here\

and if hereafter I difcover more evidence relating to

them:, tjhall diflrihute them in their proper order

^

fuppofmg this work Jhould he curious enough to call

for another editi$n.

VISCOUNT MONTAGUTE.

IT is againft my rule to reckon peers as authors,

of whom nothing is extant but fpeech^s'or

letters. Indeed where there is a prefumption-

that either were publifhed by the perfons them-

felves, it makes a diiterence. I fiiould not re-

Vo L. IL U cord



146 NOBLE AUTHORS.
cord this Lord at all, but from his being men-

tioned as a writer by Bifliop Tanner for his

*' Speech in the Houfc Qjf Lords zgp^ the

•^ alteration of religion tJ* ^ . .

.

LORD CHANCELLOR
H A r r N.'-.^

WOOD fays
!|

, " He wrote, as it is faid,

** feveral things pertaining to the Law^

** but notie of them are extant, only this, if I

•« may fay it is his, and not his name fet to k

-« for fale-fake,"

«• A tfeatife concerning ftatutes or a<as of par-

*« liament, and the expofition thereof/* Lond*

1677. ofitaY'd*

*' Speeches fpofcerf dtiring the tinie of \m

« Chancellorfliip/' MS.
. ,

I
Athentey vol. i, p. 253*

ChrJftopher
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Chriftophcr Lord Hatton, his kinfmau and

fucceilbr, publjflied

** The pfalms of David, with titles and col-

*^ lefts, according to the matter of each pfalm/*

Printed at Oxford, 1 644, ocSavo ; afterwards

enlarged and publiflied feveral times. Wood
faysJ, that they were compiled by Dr. Jer,

Taylor, though they go under the name of the

Lord Hatton,

THOMAS WENrwORTH,

EARL of STRAFFORD,

IS not recorded here for his fpeeches and let-

ters, thofe chef-d'oeuvres of fenfe, of ner-

vous and pathetic eloquence ; but on occafion of

an Elegy with fome afFeding lines, faid to have

been compofed by him the night before his ex-^

ccution. It has been re-publifhed in the collec-

tion § of trads called Lord Somcrs's j but in a

% ib. p. 254,

§ fecond coll, vol, 2. p, g*
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fubfcquent f volume we are told that it was a

ficSion, avowed afterwards by another perfon.

Moft probably it was not genuine : That Her6l

had other ways of venting his fcorn than in fon-

ncts and madrigals. When the Lieutenant of

the Tower offered him a coach, left He fliould

be torn to pieces by the mob in pafling to exe-

cution ; He replied, " I die to plcafe tl^e people,

*' and I will die in their own way." With fuch

ftern indifference to his fate, he was not likely

to debafe his dignity by puerile expreffions of it.

LORD KEEPER
- f^

C F E N r R r.

B E S ID E S re-capitulating feveral of his

fpeeches in print. Wood fays J he hath.

extant- ^"^^

" An anfvvcr to the petition againft recufants.^

t fourth coll. voL i.^. 83.

:j: vol I. />. 627.

t^^&Oil And
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And that there goes under his natne another'

piecfx^medj

^^**^Perfe<9: and cxaift' direftions to all thofe

<« that defire to know the true and juft fees of

^' all the offices belonging to the court of Com-
** mon-Pleas, Chancery, ^r." Lond. oftavo.

JOHN LORD LUCAS.

AS it was burnt by the hands of the hangman^

his Lordftiip hirnfelf probably publiihed

his

« Speech in the Houfe of Peers, February

<f 22, 1671, upon the r-eading the fubfidy-billr

*< the fecond time in the prefence of his Ma-^,

<<jefty§." In the ftate-poems I find oneH,

alluding to this fpcech, called *« Lord Lucas's

**Ghoft." ^ -

§ State-tra^s, vol. i. p, 454. '^'f^^^'^A
-^

C vol I, p. Z73.
' ^ ROBERT
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ROBERT SPENCERy

EARL of SUNDERLAND,
^- 1/ vA ^

HAVING been loajed with variety of

accufations for the lengths He had gone

in countenancing Popery to flatter King James,

and with betraying him afterwards to the Prince

of Orange, publilhed a vindication of his con-

duft called

*^ The Earl of Sunderland's letter to a friend

V in the country, £!fr, March 23, i6?9!r*'*

JOHN LORD JEFFERIES,

SON of the noted Chancellor, I find two

littK pieces afcribed to this Lord in the

^olleftion.of State-poems in four volumes quartd,

one is called

f Ser.nrs's ira^i^^ vol. i. p. 602,
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«*AFablet." The other ^T

*',A burlefque tranflation of an. Elegy On the

" Duke of Gloucefter."

.,,aM :.

ROBERT DUDLET,
. .,..|lXlKE OF J

Bprtbumberland,.

CALLED the natural Son, probably the

legitimate Son of the great Earl of Leicef-

tter ;. having been deprived of his birth-right,

and never acknowledged as a Peer of England,

could not with propriety be claffed ailiong that

order : Yet He was too great an honour to his

country to be omitted ; and it is the duty of the

meaneft Hiftorian^ and his felicity to have in his

power, to do juftice to the memory of the de-

fcrving, which falls not within the compafs of

particulars to procure to the living^ The Au-

thor of thofe curious lives of the D|ud|eys lA the

t vol. 2. p. 241.

. ^ vol. 2*p* 342* fiiographia
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Biographia has already retrieved the fame of thi*

extraordinary pcrfon from oblivion ; and there-

ft)re I fliall touch but very few particulars of

his ftory. He * was educated under Sir Thomaj$

Chaloner, the accomplifhed governor of Prince

Henry, and diftinguiflied his youth by martial

atchidvements, and by ufeful difcoveries in the

Weft-Indics. But it was the Houfe of Medici,

thofe patrons of learning and talents, who fof-

tercd this cnterprizing fpirit, and who were am-

ply rewarded for their munificence by his pro*

jcdling the free-port of Leghorn. He flourifhed

in their court and in that of the Emperor, who

declared him Duke of Northumberland, a Duke-

dom remarkably confirmed to his Widow, whom
Charles the Second created Duchefs Dudley.

Antony \yood fays f,
'' The Duke was a com-

•* pleat gentleman in all fuitable employments, an

*/ exacS feaman, an excellent architeft, mathe-

•' matician, phyfician, chymift, and what not ?

*' He was a handfome perfonable man, tall of

•* ftature, red-haired, and of admirable comport,

*^ and above all noted for riding the great-horfe,

* JVosdy vcl. 2. p, I 26.

t it. p. 27.
^' for
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«^ for tilting, and for his being the firfl: of all,

*^ that taught a Dog to fit in order to catch

" partridges." The fame author giyes this lift

of his works,

if** Voyage to the ifland of Trinidada and the

' coaft of Paria, 1594, 159S*.'*

^'^^ Del arcano del mare, ^c." Firenzc 1630,

1646 ; in two volumes folio ; full of mathema-

tical cuts, fea-charts, fortifications, (^r.

^ A difcourfe to correal the exorbitances ©f

** Parliaments, and to enlarge the King's re-

•^ venue f. Written in the year 1613." This'

is the only uncommendable performance of our

Author'^ life, and as it was attended by an extra-

ordinary anecdote, the Reader is. dcfired to take

a little notice of it, one very particular circum-

ftance having never^ as I know, been remarked.

This paper, by which Dudley had fought to in-'

gratiate himfelf with Jamea the Firfl-, conclud-

ing no method fo eafy or fure for recovering his

* See Hakeluyt's third volume ofEngltJh voyages^

t Rujhworthy vol. i. in the appendix^ p, it.

Vol. II. X own
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own right as to inftrud the King how to ufurp

upon the rights of his fubjefts, this paper had long

lain negleded ; but in the year 1 628, an Informa-

tion was filed by Sir Robert Heath, Attorney-

general, in the Star-chamber, againft the Earls

of Bedford, Somerfet, and Clare, Sir Robert

Cotton, John Sclden and Oliver St. John, for

difperfing this fhamelefs libel. Foulis § would

afcribe this publication to the Patriots, who
meaned to make the King odious ; a moft im-

probable charge, and not at all confirmed by

what really happened afterwards, when it was

re-publilhed under the title of '' Strafford's plot.'*

There is greater reafon to prefume that this at*

tack on parliaments was not made without the

connivance of the court, at leaft was not dif-

agreable to it, the Attorney-general receiving

orders, in the middle of the profecution, to dif-

mifs the caufe, on pretence that his Majefty

was willing to extend his royal lenity to his fub-

je(£ls on the birth ofa Prince, of whom the Queen

was juft delivered. The remarkable incident un-

noticed, was the Earl of Somerfet being involved

in this trial, that haughty and fallen Favorite,

§ Hift- of pkiSy hook I. p. 68»

generally
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generally fuppofed to have dragged out the re-

mainder of his life in infamy and obfcurity, but

who here appears engaged in ftate-intrigues

with fome of the greateft Lords at that period.

- *<Catholicon." A phyfical book. He alfo

difcovered a purging powder, which pafles under

the name ofa Phyfician who wrote a book on the

virtues of it, and dedicated it to the Duke.

Confidering how enterprizing and dangerous a

Minifter He might have made, and what variety

of talents were called forth by his misfortunes,

it feems to have been happy both for the Duke

and his country, that He was unjuftly deprived

of the honours to which his birth gave him

pretenfions*

X 2 PEERESSES,
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yjS a thick quarto § volume has been puhlljhed

-^^ within thefe few years of fuch illujirious

Women as have contributed to the Republic of

Letters^ Ijhall he very brief on this heady having

little ii add to what that Author has faid,

MA R G A R E r,

COUNTESS of RICHMON0
AND

J 3310rt"

,.u/noaii>^ E R B Y,

A-f-^*^l!^'MoA^ the Seventh, to

JL' whom She feems to have willingly ceded

her no right to the Crown, while She employed

§ Memoirs of feveral Ladies of Great-Britain^

who hav£ been celebrated for their writings^ Uc*

by Georze Ballard^ 1752-
- '

herfelf
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herfelf in founding Colleges, and in ads of more

real devotion and goodnefs than generally attend

fo much fuperftition. While She was yet young

and a rich heirefs, the great Duke of SufFolk,

Minifter to Henry the Sixth, or rather to Queen

Margaret, follicited her in marriage for his Son,

though the King himfelf woed Her for his half-

brother Edmund. On fo nice a point the good

young Lady advifed with an elderly Gentle-

woman, who thinking it too great a decifion to

take upon herfelf, recommended her to St.

Nicholas, who whipping on fome eplfcopal

robes, appeared to her and declared in favour of

Edmund. The old Gentlewoman, I fuppofe,

was dead, and St. Nicholas out of the way, for

we hear nothing of the Lady Margaret con-

fulting either of them on the choice of two

other Hufbands after the death of Earl Edmund,

by whom She had King Henry. Sir Henry

Stafford, the fecond, bequeathed to his Son-in-

law, a trappur of four new horfe harnifli of vel-

vet ; and his Mother the Duchefs of Bucking-

ham, in confideration of the Lady Margaret's

great affection for litterature gave her the fol-

lowing legacy by her will, «' To my daughter

Richmond
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•* Richmond a book of Englifh, being a legend

«' of faints 5 a book of French called^ Lucun \

*' another book of French, of the epiftles and

" gofpels ; and a primmer with clafps of filver

*' gilt, covered with purple velvet *.''

Her virtues are exceedingly celebrated :
<* Her

*' humility was fuch that She would often fay,

** on condition that the Princes of Chriftendom

*^ would combine themfelves and march againft

*^ the common enemy the Turks, She would

*' moft willingly attend them and be their laun-

•^ drefs in the campf/' And for her chaftity,

the reverend Mr. Baker, who re-publiflied Bi-

fhop Fifher's funeral fermon on her, informs us,

** That in her laft hufband's days She obtained a

** licence of him to live chafte, whereupon She

** took upon her the vow of celibacy/' A
boon as feldom requefted, I believe, of a third

hufband, as it probably would be eafily granted.

This Princefs publilhed

*' The mirroure of golde for the fmfull foule,

«' tranflated from a French tranflation of a book

* Dugdale,

t Camderis remains^ p. tjl* edit4 l6$l»

•« called.
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^* called, Speculum aureum peccatorum/* Em-
prynted at London, in Fletftrcte, at .the fignc

of St. George by Richard Pynfon, quarto, with

cuts on vellum J

.

•f Tranflation of the fourth book of Dr. J.

*' Gerfon's treatife of the imitation and follow-

^]mg the blefled life of our moft merciful Saviour

<'^ Chrift." Printed at the end of Dr. William

Atkinfon's Englifh tranflation of the three firtt

books, 1504.

She alfo by her Son's command and authority

*' Made the orders [yet extant] for great eftates

*.^ of Ladies and noble Women, for their pre-

*« cedence, attires, and wearing of barbes at

** funerals over the Chin and under the

<*fame|i."

X Baliardy p. 16.

II
Ballard aud Sandford^

JOANNA
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y A N NA
LADY BERGAFENNT.

I
N Lord Oxford's library was the following

book*.

^' The monument of matrons, containing

*^ itv^n feveral lamps of virginitic or diftinA

*' treatifes, compiled by Thomas Bently," black

letter, no date. In the beginning was a note

written by the reverend Mr. B^ker, faying that

Ais book contained feveral valuable pieces or

prayers, by Qiieen Katherine, Queen Elizabeth,

the Lady Abergavenny and others. If I guefs

right, this Lady Abergavenny was Joanna,,

daughter of Thomas Fitz-Alan Earl of Arundel,

wife of George Lord Bergavenny, who died in

the twenty-feventh of Henry the Eighth, and

Niece of that bright reftorer of Litterature,

//<fr/. CataL vol, i. p. lOO.

Antony
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Antony Earl Rivers. If my conjefture is juft.

She was probably the Foundrefs of that noble

fchool of female learning, of which [with

herfelf ] there were no lefs than four ^uthorefTes

in three defcents, as will appear by this fhort

table, and by the fubfequent account of thofe

illuftrious Ladies

:

Tho '• Fitz-Alan Earl of Arundel,
^

^^'''__
\\

11^ —II
William, Joanna,

[I
G. Ld. Bergavenny,

Henry == Mary Arundel,

Joanna, Mary,

Lord Lumley. T. D. of Norfolk,

LADY yAIVE GRAY.

THIS admirable young Heroine fhould per-

haps be inferted in the Royal Catalogue,

rather than here, as She was no Peerefs 5 but

having omitted her there, as She is never ranked,

Vol. IL Y in
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in the lift of Kings and Qi^ieens, it is impoflibfe

entirely to leave out the faireft ornament of her

Sex. It is remarkable that her Mother [like

the Countefs of Richmond before-mentioned]

not only waved her * fmall pretenfions in favour

of

* // is very ohjervahle how many defeSfs concur-

red in the title of this Princefs to 'tie Crown,
I. Her Defcent was from the younger Sijier of
Henry the Eighth^ and there were defcendcnts of
the Elder livings whofe claim indeed had been Jet

aftde by the power given by parliatnent to King Henry
to regulate the fuccejjion, A power^ which not

beingfounded on national expedie72ce^ could be of no

force : And additionally invalidated by . that King

having by the fame authority fettled the crown pre-

ferably on his own daughters^ who were both living.

II. Her Mother^ from whom alcne f^ne could de-

rive any rights was alive. III. That Motherwas
young enough to have other children [not being -pajl

thirty-one f at the death of King Edward] and if

She had born a Son^ his rights prior to that of his

Sijiery was incont&fiahlc, .IV. Charles Brandon^

jather of the Duchefs of Suffolk^ had married one

woman while contra^ed to another ; but was di-

vorced to fulfil his promife : The repudiated Wife^

'

\ See Vertue's print of this Duchefs and her

pcond Hujhand^ where her age is faid to be thirty

fix, in 1559.
was
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of her daughter, but bore her train when She

made her public entry into the Tower J.

Of this lovely Scholar's writing we have

** Four Latin epiftles," three to Bullinger,

and one to her Sifter the Lady Catherine

;

printed in a book called, '' Epiftolae ab Ecclefiae

*^ Helveticae reformatoribus, vel ad eos fcriptae,

*^ b'i'." Tiguri. 1742. o6lavo. The fourth was

written the night before her death in a Greek

Teftament in which She had been reading, and

which She fent to her Sifter.

** Her conference with Feckenham Abbot of

«' Weftminfter, who was fent to convert Her

« to Popery
1!

."

was livings when he married Mary ^een of
France^ by whom he had the Duchefs, V. Ifhow-

ever Charles Brandon's firji marriage ftjould be

deemed null^ there is no fuch plea to be made in

favour of the Duchefs Frances herjef^ Henry Duke

ofSuffolky father of Jane., being a^iually married

to the fifier of the Earl of Arundel., %vho7n he di-

vorced without the Icajl groundsj to fnake roomfor

Ms marriage with Frances,

X 'Strype's memorials^ vol 3. p. 2*

U Ballard, p. 105.

Y 2 "A letter
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" A letter to Dr. Harding, her Father's chap-

" lain, who had apoftatized §
."

" A prayer for her owii ufe during her imprl-

*'fonnient^."

*^ Four Latin verfes written in prifon with a

"pin*.''

** Her fpeech on the fcaffold f."

Hollingflied and Sir Richard Baker fay She

wrote divers other things, but not where they

are to be found. Bale J adds to the above-

mentioned

'' The complaint of a finner."

<* The duty of a chriftiah."

Fox
II
mentions

^« A letter to her father."

§ Printed in the Phanixj vol. 2. p. 28,

4[ Fide Fox*s aSfs and monuments,

* Ballard^ p^ ri6.

f ib. p. 114.

t/. IIO.

\ Fox^p. 1420. MJR r
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MART
COUNTESS of ARUNDEL,

DAUGHTERof Thomas Lord Arundel

of Wardour, married firft to Robert

RatclifF Earl of Suflex, and afterwards to

Henry Fitz-Alan Earl of Arundel, as may be

feen in the preceding table. She tranflated from

Englifh into Latin,

<< Sententias & praeclara fa£ta Alexandri Se-

*' veri imperatoris ;" and dedicated it to- her

father. Extant in manufcript in the King's

library % .

** De ftirpe & familia Alexandri Severi, &
* de fignis quae ei portendebant imperium.'*

X Vide Cajle/s cataloguej p. 196.

From
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From Greek into Latin

<< Seleftas fententias feptem fapientum Grae-

<« corum.'*

«« Similitudines ex Platonis, Ariftotelis, Senecae

^' & aJiorum Philofophorum libris coUe^tas,'*

Dedicated to her father
||

.

Learning had now taken a confiderable flight

fince the days of Edward the Fourth: Sir

Thomas More mentions it as very extraordinary

that Jane Shore could read and write*

JOANNA LADY LUMLEY,

ELDEST daughter of the Lady laft-men-

tioned, tranflated from the original into

Latin

^

'^
' ^^^*ITocfates*s oration called Archidamus."

Manufcript in the King's library.

^ . .| Vide Tamier's blhUotk Brit. p. 56, and Cajley
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«' The fecond and third orations to Nicocles.'*

Dedicated to her father f.

It cc A fourth^ intituled Evagoras." Dedicated

to the fame. In the fame place.

^33fl3Cyrom Greek into Englifh

'' The Iphigenia of Euripides," Extant in

the fame place.

MART
DUCHESS of NORFOLK*,

YOUNG E R daughter of the Countefs of

Arundel, and firft wife of Thomas Duke

of Norfolk, who was beheaded on account of

the Queen of Scots, tranflated from Greek

** Certain ingenious fentences collected out of

*' various authors :" Dedicated to her father J.

t ibid.

* She died in 1557.

% In the King^S'library. MARY
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M A R r

COUNTESS of PEMBROKE,

THE celebrated Sifter of Sir Philip Sidney;^

wrote

^^ Poems and tranflations in verfe of feveral -

^* pfalms," faid to be preferved in the 'library at

-

Wilton f.

*' A difcourfc of life and death, written \\\

*' French by Philip Mornay, done into Englifh

*^ by the Countefs of Pembroke, dated May 13,

" 1590, at Wilton." Printed at London for

H. Ponfonby, 1600, i2mo.

j^

" The Tr^die of Antonie, done into E^^-^
"'

«'4iih by the Countefs of Pembroke." Lond.

159^. i2mo.

f Ballard^ p, 260.

ELIZABET^,.
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ELIZABErn
LADY RUSSEL,

OF a family as learned as the Fitz-Alans,

was third daughter of Sir Antony Cooke,

and Sifter of the Ladies Burleigh and Bacon^

whofe erudition is fufficiently known. She was

married, firft to Sir Thomas Hobby, Embaflador

from Queen Elizabeth at Paris, where he died

15665 and fecondly to John Lord RufTel, Son

of Francis, the fecond Earl of Bedford. She

furvived both her Hufbands, and wrote Greek,

Latin and Englifli epitaphs in verfe for them and

others of her relations. It is her daughter by

her fecond Hufband, whofe effigy is foolifhly

fhown in Wcftminfter-Abbey, as killed by the

prick of a needle.

Lady Ruflel tranflated out of French into"

Englifli \ ' '

Vol. II. Z "Away
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** A way of reconciliation of a good and learn-

«< ed man, touching the true nature and fub-

*< ftance of the body and blood of Chrift in the

'* facrament." Printed 1605 ; and dedicated.Jp

her daughter Anne RufTel, wife of Lord Henry

Herbert, heir of Edward Earl of Worcefter;

with Latin and Englifh verfes.

Ballard has printed f

*' A letter to Lord Burleieh about the extra-

^ Vagance of her youngeft Son/' - * *
-*

E L I Z A B E r H

€OTOrirESS of LINCOLN,

:> ctnoifi;.

^^^uTAAU^jHTER and coheirefs of Sir Henry

Knevet, and wife of Thomas Earl of

Lincoln, wroteinco

+ ib. p. 195.
««The
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"The Counters of Lincoln's iiurferie J
."

Oxf. 1621.4^. Addrefled to her daughter-in-

law Bridget Counters of Lincoln. She fpeaks

of it as the firft of her printed works, but I can
find no account of any other.

ANNE
COUNTESS of DORSET

AND

PEMBROKE.

^Tp HIS high-born and high-fpirited Lady
A was Heirefs of the Cliffords Earls of

Cumberiand, and was firft married to Richard

Eari of Dorfet, whofe life and adions She cele-

brated. Her fecond match was not fo happy,

being foon parted from her Lord, that memora-

X ih. 267. Woodafcrihes this piece to one Dr.
Lodge^ vol, 2. p. 498.

Z 2 ble
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ble flmpleton f Philip Earl of Pembroke and

Montgomery, with whom Butler has fo rituch

diverted himfelf. Anne the Countefs was re-

markably religious, magnificent and difpofed tb

letters. She eredted a pillar in the county of

Weftmorland on the fpot where She took the

laft leave of her Mother, a monument to her

tutor Samuel Daniel, the poetic hiftorian, ano-

ther to Spenfer, founded two hofpitals, ^n4 re-

paired or biiilt feven churches and fix caftl^ J.
She wrote

** Memoirs of her hufband Richard Earl of

" Pprfct ;'' Never printed.

** Sundry memorials of herfelf and her pro-

*^ genitors."

t The firjl wife of this Earl was Sufan daughter

sf the Earl of Oxford, Ifind a hook Jet forth iuy

her name calledy *'^'The Countefs of Montgomery*i-

'^ Eufebia^ exprejfing briefly the SouVs praying
^^ robesJ by Newtony 1620." Fide HarLCataL
vaL I. p. 100. '

* O
X Vide Ballard^ and Memorials of worthy per^

And
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And the following letter to Sir Jofeph Wil-

liamfon. Secretary of State to Gharles the Se-

cond, who having fent to nominate to her

a Member for the borough of Appleby, She

returned this refolute anfwcr, which though

printed in another place
J

, is moft proper to be

inferted here

:

" T Have been bullied by an Ufurper, I have

«c X been neglecfted by a Court, but I will

« not be dilated to by a Subjed : Your Man
*< flia'n't ftand.

ANNE DORSET,
PEMBROKE and MONTGOMERY."

MAR GARE

T

Efl^GHESS of NEWCASI||ft

HAVING already taken notice of her

Grace in .the courfe of this work, I (hall

here only give a lift of her works, which fill'

many folios.

II
The IVorld^ vol. i. numb. xlv. " The
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" The World's Olio.

** Nature's pifture drawn by Fancy's pencil

«« to the life." *' In this volumej" fays, the

title, *^ are feveral feigned ftories of natural

** defcriptions, as comical, tragical and tragi-

*' comical, poetical, romantical, philofophical,

*^ and hiftorical, &c. &c-" Lond. 1656. folio.

One may guefs how like this portrait of Nature

is, by the fantaftic bill of the features.

** Orations of divers forts, accomodated to

*** divers places." Lond. 1662. fol.

"Plays." Lond. 1662.

*^ Philofophical and phyfical opinions." Lond.

*^ Obfervations upon experimental philofophy.

j^»*f To which is added the defcription of a new

^j,^*^ yrorid." Lond. 1668. folio. One Mr. James

g|;7lUifto|\f/^.])egan to tranflate fome part of thefe

. J,jj>hilofophic difcourfes into Latin.

« Philofo.
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<« Philofophical letters." . Lond. 1664. foL

:
.*' Poems and phancies." Lond. 1664. fol.

^« Sociable letters." Lond. i664.'fol.

.;..,« T}ie life of the Duke her hufband^^r."

tjX^.l66'j. foL It Was tranflated into Latin.

'
"'^* Plays never before printed." Lond. i668. fol.

Her plays alone are nineteen in number, and

fome of them in two parts. One of them,

** The blazing world," is unfinifhed, her Grace

[which feems never elfe to have happened to herJ
*' finding her genius not tend to the profecution

*' of it." To another called, " The Prcfence,"

are nine and twenty fupernumerary fcenes. In

another, " The unnatural Tragedy," is a whole

fccne written againft Camden's Britannia : Her

Grace thought, I fuppofe, that a geographic

fatire in the middle of a play was mixing the

uiiU with the dulcl. Three volumes more in

folio of her poems are prefcrved in manufcript.

Whoever has a mind to know more of this fertile

pedant, will find a detail of her works in Bal-

lard's memoirs, from whence I have taken this

account. JNNE
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ANNE
COUNTESS ofWINCHELSEA,

AN eftecmed Poetefs, is recorded, with fome

of her poems in the General Diftionary*

Her

** Poem on the fplcen," was printed in Gil-

don's mifcellany, 1701. o6lavo. Rowe addref-

fed one to her on the fight of it.

Her poems were printed at London, 17 13,

ocl:avo ; with a tragedy never ailed, called,

^ Ariftomenes." *

* In the mtjcellany [vol, 2.1 called^ *' Buckings
** hims*s works^' I find a very filly foem afcribed

/5 « LADy SAN Dw I cH . This floould he the Lady
lately deceafed at Paris^ daughter ofi the celebrated

Earl of Rochefter : But She inherited too much wit

it have written jo ilL

A copy
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A copy of her verfes to Mr. Pope are printed

before the old edition of his works ; and two

others of his and hers are in the General Dic-

tionary.

Another little poem in Prior's pofthumous

vi'orks *.

A great number of her poems are faid to be

extant in manufcriptf.

'

SARAH
DUCH*^^- of MARLBOROUGH.

I
T is feldom the Public receives information

on Princes and Favorites from the fountain-

head : Flattery or invecSlive is apt to prevert

the ^relations of others. It is from their own
pens alone, whenever they are fo gracious,

f -voh V* p. 20.

f General Dl^, vol, lO. Ballard^ p, 431.

Vot. II. A a like
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like the Lady in queftion, as to have apajfionfor

fame and approbation*^ that we learn exaiftly-ji

how trifling and foolifli and ridiculous their vi6m?s

and adlions were, and how often the mifchief

they did proceeded from the moft inadequate

caufes. We happen to know indeed, though

he was no author, that the Duke of Bucking-

ham's repulfes in very impertinent amours, in-

volved King James and King Charles in na-

tional quarrels with Spain and PVance. From

her Grace of Marlborough we may colleft, that

Queen Anne was driven to change her Miniftry,

and in confequence, the fate of Europe, be-

caufe She dared to afFe^S one bed-chamber wo-

man, as She had done another. The Duchefs

could not comprehend how the Coufins Sarah

Jennings and Abigail Hill could ever enter into

competition,^ though the Oiie did but kneel to

gather up the clue of favour, which the other

had haughtily tofled away ; and which She could

not recover by putting The Whole Duty of Man

into the Qiieen's hands to teach her Friendlhipf.^

^^^^'Vide her apology^ P* S*

ai^lV^.^^, 268.
Thii
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This favorite Duchefs, who like the proud

Duke of Erpernon, lived to brave the Succeflbrs

in a court w^here She had domineered, wound

up her capricious life, where it feems She had

begun it, with an apology for her Condu<!^.

The piece, though weakened by the prudence

of thofe who were to correft it, though maimed

by her Grace's own corre6l:ions, and though

great part of it is rather the annals of a ward-

robe than of a reign, yet has flill curious anec-

dotes, and a few of thofe fallies of wit which

fourfcore years of arrogance could not fail to

produce in fo fantaftic an underftanding. And
yet by altering her memoires as often as her will,

She difappointed the public as much as her own

family. However, the cheif objects remain

;

and one fees exadly how Europe and the back-

flairs took their places in her imagination and

in her narrative. The Revolution left no im-

preffion on her mind but of Queen Mary tur^J

ing up bed-cloaths ; and the Proteftant Hero, of

but a felfifh glutton who devoured a difli of peas

from his Sifter-in-law. In fa<Sl, events pafling

through the medium of our paflions muft ftrike

different beholders in very different lights : Had

A a 2 Marlboroui^h
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Marlborough himfelf written his own hiftory

from his heart as the partner of his fortunes did.

He would probably have dwelt on the diamond

fword, which the Emperor gave him, and have

fcrupuloufly told us how many carrats each dia-

mond weighed. I fay not this in detraction from

his merits and fervices : It is from our paffions

and foibles that Providence calls forth it's great

purpofes. If the Duke could have been con-

tent with an hundred thoufand pounds, he might

poflibly have flopped at the taking of Leige :

As He thirfted for a million, He penetrated to

Hockftet.

Mrs. Abigail Hill is not the only perfon tranf-

mittcd to pofterity with marks of the Duchefs's

refentment. Lord Oxford, Honejl "Jack Hill.^

ihe ragged Boy^ the ^4ehec-General^ and dtters

make the fame figure in her hiftory that they

did in her mind. Sallies of paflion not to

be wondered at in One who has facrificed even

the private letters of her Miftrefs and Bencfac-

trefs

!

We
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-^ We have nothing of her Grace's writing

but the

.^;|.«< Apology for the condufl: of the Dowager
^"Duchefs of Marlborough from her firftcom-

.fVing to court to the year 1710, in a letter from

\,^herfelftomyLord * * * *," Lond. 1742.

F RAN C E S

DUCHESS of SOMERSET,
' «.ivi" ^ -

"• A/\ -v .

TTAD as much tafte for the writings of
A X others, as modefty about her own.

SCOTCH
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/TT is not my purpofe to give an exaSf account of

the Royal and Ncble Authors of Scotland : I

cm not enough vei-fed in them to do jujlice to Wri^

iers of the thoji accompUJhed Nation in Europe ;

the Nation to which^ if any one Country is endow-

ed with a fuperior partition of fenfe^ I Jhould he

inclined to give the preference in that particular*

The little IJhall fay both of Scotch and Irijh JVri-

ters is ivhat has occurred to me accidentally. Many

Natives of each kingdom are far better qualified to

compleat the Catalogue^ to which I only mean t9

contribute feme hints. Even in the Englijh Lifl I

pretend to no merit but in the pains I have taken^

mnd that with too much hurry.

w
JAMES THE First.

ROTE

«

** On his future Wife," one book.

" Scotch

* For this account of the Scotch Kings fee Tan^
ner^i /'•.426. / have omitted the fecond James

^

"^-'^^-^'^ whom
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5* Scotch fonnets," one book. One of them,

^« A lamentation while in England," is in manu-

fcrlpt in the Bodleian library^ and praifes Gowfr
and Chaucer exceedingly.

' ^*^ Rythmos Latinos." lib. !•

''jf'AMES THE Fourth, >

^ROTE
*^ On the Apocalypfe.'^

JAMES THE Fifth,

^TTROTE the celebrated ballad called

« Chrift's Kirk on the green,"

vjhom the Bijhop makes an author hscaufe. edidit

edi£lum pacificatorium : A Conjlabh that reads

the Kiot-a^i is as much 'mtituled to that denomini'

MART
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MAR r.

IT would be idle to dwell on the ftory of this

Princefs, too well known from having the

misfortune to be born in the fame age, in the

fame ifland with, and to be handfomcr than

Elizabeth. Mary had the weaknefs to fet up

a claim to a greater kingdom than her own with-

out an army ; and was at laft reduced by her

crimes to be a * Saint in a religion, which was

oppofite to what her rival profefled out of policy.

Their different talents for a Crown appeared

even in their paflions as Women : Mary deftroy-

ed her Hufband for killing a Mufician that was

her galant ; and then married her Hufband's

affafTm, Elizabeth difdained to marry her Lovers,

* In the Church of the Celejitm at Paris it is faid

on the tomb of Francis the Second^ '* That it is proof
** enough of his beatitude^ that he had the Martfr
** Mary Stuart to his wifeJ"

and
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and put one of them to death for prefuming too

much on her affedion. The Miftrefs of David

Rlzio could not but mifcarry in a conteft with

the Qj^ieen of Eflex. As handfome as She was,

Sixtus the Fifth never wifhed to pafs a night

with Mary. She was no mould to call

Alexanders !

' Hiftorians agree in the variety of her accom^

plifhments. She altered a Latin diftich which

She found in the fragments of Caefar, and wrote

on a pane of Glafs at Buxton wells f,

^' Buxtona, quae calidae celebraris nomine lymphae,

'^ Forte mihi pofthac non adeunda, vale !

"

As She did this diftich in a window at Fo-

theringay,

*^ From the top of all my truft

** Mifliap has laid me in the duftj."

She is reported to have written
||

*^ Poems on various occafions," in the Latin,

French and Scotch languages.

t Ballard,

t ibid.

\ Tanner.

Vo L. n. B b « Royal
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<^ Royal advice to her Son,'* in two books.

Among the Latin § poems of Sir ThomaJ
Chaloner is a copy of verfes faid to be tranflated

from fome French ones written by this Queen,

and fent, with a diamond curioufly fet, to Queeil

Elizabeth.

A great number of her original letters are

preferved in the King of France's librar)^, in

the Royal, Cottonian and Afhmolean librariA

here : As many others are in print, viz.

" Eleven to Earl Bothwell," tranflated from

the French by Edward Simmons, of Chrift-

Church, Oxford 3 and printed at Weftminfter,

1726.

*' Ten moreH, with her anfwers to the arti-

«' .cles againft her."

** Six more," in Anderfon's colledions.

^'Another," in the appendix to her life '1)y

Pr.Jebb.

mri^ p^^^ 253, at the end of his hook de RepuL
jf77glor, in/iaur,

^ In Haynes*s State-papers.

And
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And fome others difperfed among the works

of Pius the Fifth, Buchanan, Caniden, Udal

and Sanderfon.

LORD CHANC^I?1;(?R

MAITLAND, \

CREATED Lord Maitland by James the

Sixth, to whom he had been Secretary of

State, was famous for his
..„ :\ r ,v .

V S* Latin epigrams f."

WILLIAM ALEXANDER,

EARL of STIRLING^:-

WAS a very celebrated Poet, and greatly

fuperipr to the flyle of his age. His

works are printed in folio : The cheif of which

are.four Tragedies in alternate rhyme.—The firft

grant of Nova Scotia was made to this Lord.

I Vide Bacon-papers^ vol. i. p, 295.

B b 2 SjR
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Sir ROBERT KERR,

EARL of ANCRAM.

I
Find a f fliort but very pretty copy of verfes

from him to Drummond of Hawthornden,

one of the beft modern hiftorians, and no meaa

imitator of Livy.

JOHN LORD NEPERy

BARON of Marchefton, renowned for hiss

mathematic and logarithmic knowledge,

and author of ^the celebrated inyentron called

Nepers hones^ drew up an account of his other

difcoveries in a book called J

'^f* Secret inyentipns profitable and neceflary in

*.i*^tiiefe days for defence of this ifland, and with-.

f ' Vide at the end of Drummond^s works.

.. ^ X, Macon-papers^ vol. 2. p. 28,
^ nV: -> « ftandmg
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<« ftanding of ftrangers, enemies of God's truth

«' and religion." Some of thefe projects found

a little like the Marquis of Worcefter's ; one

is a burning-giafs to deftroy ftiips ; anothei, a

method for failing under water.

J A 'I cf >•

JAMES
'i)0:K.E HAMILTON,

^npHIS Nobleminv Yo Well known by hM

C'*' politics and tragic end, is feldom corifi-

dered in the light of an Author, yet \ Antony

Wood mentions the following pieces,
'

^^ Preface to 0. book mtituled, *« General de-

*f ,
mands concerning the late Covenant, £3^c."

^[638. quarto.

** Various letters."

** Conferences, advices, anfwers, £5fr." pub-

Hfhed in Burnet's lives of the Dukes of

Hamilton.

t^^ol. 2. p. 111. HENRT
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HENRT CART,

LORD FALKLAND.

Scotland and England have each pretenllons

to this confpicuous h'ne> of* which ..Four

fuccelHvely were Authors f. England gave them

or^gine, Scotland their title. Henry ^s (aid by

the Scotch peerage to have been made Comp-

troller of the Houftiold and a Peer by King

James, for being the firft v^ho carried him the

news of the death of Queen Elizabeth; but

that is a blunder : Robert Carey Earl of Mon-
mouth *was that Meflenger. Lord Falkland was

Mafter of the Jewel-office to Elizabeth, ahd

was made Knight of the Bath at the creation

of Prince Henry, and Lord Lieutenant of Ire-

• t Ji ^s-to preferve this chain entire^ that I have

ehpfen to place thefefour Lords together^ though they

eught to have been intermixed zuith the reji in this

hjly according to the periods in which they lived*

•^n-^ ' land.
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land, from which he was removed with difgrace

by the intrigues of the Papifts
; yet his honour

was afterwards entirely vin3icated J . He is

remarkable for an invention to prevent his name

being counterfeited, by artfully concealing in it

the fucceilive year of his age, and by that means

detefting a Man who had not obferved fo nice a

particularity
||

. He had an excellent chara<5ler

;

and is faid to have written many things which

never were publifhed, except

'* The Hiftory of the moft unfortunate Prince,

*> King Edward the Second ; with choice poli^r

'f deal obfervations on him and his unhappy

*' Favorites, Uc," Found among his papers,

and printed 1680, folio and octavo.

r^rut Biogr. vol, 2.

11
Loyd's State-worthies^ p. 938. This little

circurn/iance was thought not univorthy of repetition

at a time when the unfufpeSiing carelejhefs of a

great Prelate in this particular has involved him in

fo much trouble, A trouble however to which

we owe a beautiful pi^ure of the mofl virtuous

Tnind and admirable abilities^ triumphing over the

impofiure of others and the infij'mities of his own

great age. See the Bijhop of fVincheJhr's letter

to Mr, Chevalier* .- ^- ^

L ** A letter
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« A letter to James the Firft§ ."

<^ An Epitaph [not bad] on Eh'zabeth Coun-

<' tcfs of Huntingdon^."

LUCIUS CART,

LORD FALKLAND.

THERE never was a ftronger inftance

of what the magic of words and the art

cf an Hiftorian can effect, than in the charafter

of this Lord, who feems to have been a virtu-

ous well-meaning Man with a moderate under-

ftandingt 5 who got knocked- on the head early

in the civil war, becaufe it boded ill : And yet

by the happy folemnity of my Lord Clarendon's

didion. Lord Falkland is the favorite perfonagc

§ Biogr. vol, 2, p. 1 182.

f Memorials and charaSfers of eminent and

worthy perfons^foL 1741 ; in the appendix^ p, 15.

V;*^. Sg^ his fpceches^ zvhich by no means Jhevj great

parts*
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of that noble work. We admire the pious

iEneas, who with all his unjuft and ufurping

pretenfions, we are taught to believe was the

fent of Heaven ; but it is the amiable Pallas we

regret, though He was killed before He had per-

formed any adiion of confequence.

That Lord Falkland was a weak man, to

me appears indubitable. We are told He a6i:ed

with IJampden and the Patriots, till He grew

better informed what was % Law. It is certain

that the ingenious Mr. Hume has fhov/n that

both King James and King Charles acled upon

precedents of prerogative which they found eftab-

liflied. Yet will this neither juftify them nor

Lord Falkland, If it would, where ever Ty-

ranny is eftabliflied by Law, it ought to be

facred and perpetual. Thofe Patriots did not

attack King Charles fo much for violation of

the Law, as to oblige him to fubmit to the

amendment of it : And I mufl: repeat, that ijt

'

J It is evidentfrom his fpeech againji the Judges

that this could not be entirely the cafe^ for he there

ajjerts that thofe Men had not only aSfed contrary to

ancient laws and cuftorns^ hut even to form made in

that very reign.

Vol. II. C c was
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was great weaknefs to oppofe a Prince for breaJc-

ing the Law, and yet fcruple to oppofe him when

He obftrufted the corredlon of it. My Lord

Falkland was a fnlcere Proteftant ; would He
have taken up arms againft: Henry the Eighth

for adding neW nonfenfe to eftablifhed Popery,

and would He not have fought to obtain ttie

Reformation ? Again : When He abandoned

Hampden and that party, becaufe He miftrufted

the extent of their defigns, did it juftify his gor

ing over to the King ? With what 1 will not

lay, Confcience. But with what reafon could

He, who had been fo fenfible of grievances
||

,

lend his hand to reftore the authority from whence

thofe grievances flowed ? Did the Ufurpation of

Cromwell prove that Laud had been a meek

Paftor? If Hampden and Pym were bad men

and ambitious, could not Lord Falkland have

done more fervice to the State by remaining with

them and checking their attempts and moderat-

ing their councils, than by offering his fword

and abilities to the King ? His Lordfhlp had felt

the tyranny ; did not He know, that, if autho-

II See his fpeech agatnjl the Bifnops,

rized
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rized by viftory, neither the King's temper nor

government were likely to become more gentle ?

Did He think that lofs of Liberty or lofs of Pro-

perty are not Evils but when the Law of the

Land allows them to be fo ? Not to defcant too

long ; it is evident to me that this Lord had

much debility of mind and a kind of fuperfti-

tious fcruples, that might flow from an excellent

heart, but by no means from a folid underftand-

ing. His refufing to entertain fpies or to open

letters, when Secretary of State, were the punc-

tilios of the former, not of the latter; and his

putting on a clean fliirt to be killed in, is no

proof of fenfe either in his Lordfhip, or in the §
Hiftorian, who thought it worth relating. Falk-

land's figning the declaration that He did not

believe the King intended to make war on the

Parliament, and at the fame time fubfcribing

to levy twenty horfe for his Majefty's fervice,

comes under a defcription, which, for the fake

of the reft of his chara<Sler, I am willing to cajl

great infatuation. He wrote

§ TVhitlocke.

C c 2 «« A Speech
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*^A Speech, on ill Counfellors about the

"King/' 1640.

rj^i;
*' A fpeech againft the Lord Keeper Finch

^^nd the Judges."

" A fpeech againft the Bifliops, February 9,
« 1640."

*^ A draught of a fpeech concerning Epifco-

^' pacy," found among his papers, printed at

Oxford, 1644.

*' A difcourfe concerning Epifcopacy."

<' A difcourfe of the infallibility of the Church

*« of Rome." One George Holland, a popifh

prieft, replying to this, his Lordfhip publifhed

the following anfwcr,

^^ A view of fome exceptions made againft

**^ the difcourfe of the infallibility of the Church

« of Rome."

« A Letter to Mr. F. M." Printed at the

end of Mr. Charles Gataker's anfwer to five

captious queflions. Lond. 1673. quarto,

« A Letter
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-.fi^« A Letter to Dr. Beale, Mafter ofSt John's

"College, Cambridge II."

^orHe is faid too to have affifted Chillingworth

in his book called, « The Religion of Protef-

" tantsf."

HENRY CART,

LORD FALKLAND,

DIED young, having given infl^ances of

vfiX. and parts. Being brought early into

the Houfe of Commons, and a grave Senator

objefting to his youth, " and to his not looking

** as if he had fowed his wild oats," He replied

with great quicknefs, ^' Then I am come to the

*' propereft place, where are fo many Geefe to

*^ pick them up." He wrote

^ B'logr. vol, 2. p, 1 182.

t ih.p. II 86,

«'The
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•« The Marriage-night, a Comedy ;" abfurdly

afcribed by Antony Wood to the laft Lord,

His Son

ANrONY CARY,T

LORD FALKLAND,

^ROTE
" A prologue intended for the Old

<« Batchelor," but it feems to have had too

little delicacy even for that pjayjind that age.

Lord Lanfdown has infcribed a copy of verfes

to this Lord's Son, Lucius Henry, the fifth Lord

Falkland, who ferved in Spain.

I
THOMAS
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THOMAS
LORD FAIRFAX,

TH E Parliamentary General. One can

eafily believe his having been the Tool

of Cromwell, v^hen one fees by his own Me-

moirs how little idea He had of what he had

been about. He left

*' Short Memorials of Thomas Lord Fairfax,

*' written by himfclf.'* Lond. 1699. ^^ ,^

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,

MARQUIS of ARGYLE.

IT will not appear extraordinary, that this

illuftrious blood which has produced fo

many eminent Perfons, fhould have added to

the Catalogue of Noble Authors from it's

own
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own lift of Statefmen and Heroes. It is totally

unneceflary for me to enter into their charac-

ters, that tafk having been fo fully performed

by one § who wears the honour of their name,

and who, it is no compliment to fay, is one

of the ablefl: and moft beautiful Writers of this

Country.

In the Catallogue of the Harleian library, I

find thefe
j|
pieces ..

«' Marquis of Argyle his inftru£lions tb £
<' Son." 1 66 1. It is obfervable that this Lord

tquarrelled both with his Father and his Son.

*' His Defences againft the Grand Indift-

'' mentof High-Treafon." 1661.

.^
'v§ sf^^ -the Lives of the Earls of Jrgyle^ Biogr^

Brit, vol 2. pages 1 142, 1155.

J[
fuoL 4./. 817.

ARCHIBALD
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ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL,

EARL of ARGYLE.

HAVING feen nothing of this Lord's

compofition but his own Epitaph in verfe,

written the night before his execution, he can

fcarce with propriety be called an Author, no.

more than the Marquis of Montroie, whom I

have omitted, notwithftanding his well-known

little elegy on King Charles. Yet Argyle's

epitaph, though not very poetic, has energy

enough to make one conclude that it was not his

firft eflay. At leaft there is an heroic fatisfac-

tion of confcience exprefled in it, worthy of the

caufe in which he fell.

Vol. II. D d RICHARD
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RICHARD MAITLAND^.
EARL of LAUDERDALE,

TRanflated Virgil ; it was printed in two

.
volumes. The manufcript was comnju-

nicated to Mr. Dryden who adopted many of

the lines into his own tranflation*

COLIN LINDSAY,
EARL of BALCARRAS;

TH E third Earl of that name, was of

the Privy Council and Treafury to James

the Second, to whom his loyalty was unfliaken,

as his character was unblemiflied. He was a

n^ian of plain fenfe and fmall fortune, and left

a' fmall volume of memoirs much efteemed,

iritituled

*' An account of the affairs of Scotland re-

*^ lating to the Revolution in 1688, as fent to

'« the late King James the Second, when in

•*^France." Lond. 1714. thinodavo.
n ^

^ JOHN
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JOHN DALRTMPLKy
VISCOUNT STAIR,

DREW up " An Inftitute of the Law of

" Scotland," which was publiflied in

1693, and was received with univerfal appro-

bation J ^

:Zh^j4 N N E

COUNTESS of MORTON.

THERE goes under the name of this

Lady a fmall book of Devotions, in

which She afks God this meek queftion, ** O
" Lord, wilt Thou humble thyfelf to hunt

*^ after a Flea ? " But it appears by the preface

tliat it was compofed by one M. G.

t Blogr. Brit, p. 2257*

D d 2 IRISH
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GERALD FirZGERJLD,

EARL of DESMONDj

THE fourth Earl of that line, was called

the Poet, and for his fkill in the mathe-

matics was thought a Magician. This was

about the year 1370 J .

GEORGE CALFERTy

LORD BALTIMORE,

WA S brought up under Sir Robert Cecil,

and in 16 19, attained the office of Secre-

tary of State, which however He refigned

% Lodgis IrijhpeeragBy voL i. p. 10.

con-
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confcientioufly in 1624, on having embraced

the Roman Catholic religion. He remained

Privy Counfellor and was made a Baron. He
had the grant of Avalon, the firft Chriftian

fettlement in Newfoundland, whither He went

and defended it bravely againft the French ; and

on it's being afterwards yielded to them. He ob-

tained" the grant of Maryland, 'of which 1iis

family are flill Proprietors.

We have this lift of his works J ,

.

** Carmen funebre in Dom. Hen. Untonum ad

*' Gallos bis legatum, ibique nuper fato funclum."

1596. quarto. The Earl of Briftol wrote an

elegy on the fame occafion
||

.

** Speeches in Parliament."

'^ Various Letters of State."

*' The anfwer of Tom Telltroth."

<* The pra£llce of Princes and lamentation of

^^UheKirk." 1642. qu^.

*' Something about Maryland." Not printed.

X Biogr. Brit. vol. 2. p. 1 117. f^ood, vol. r.

p. 565.

H
See vol. I. p. J965 of this work. ROGER
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ROGER BOTLE,

EARL of ORRERY,

A Man, who never made a bad figure, but

as an Author. As a Soldier, his bravery-

was diftinguifhed, his ftratagems remarkable % •

As a Statefman, it is fufHcient to fay that He

had the confidence of Cromwell : As a Man,

he was grateful and would have fupported the

Son of his Friend : Like Cicero and Richelieu

he could not be content without being a Poet.

The fenfible Author of a very curious life of

this Lord in the Biographia feems to be as bad

^ judge of poetry as his Lordfhip or Cicero,

when he fays that his writings are never flat

and trivial. What does he think of an hun-

dred fuch lines as thefe.

X See his Life in the Biogr, Brit.

« When
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<« When to the wars of Aqultalne I went,

« I made a friendftiip with the Earl of Kent
1|

."

One might as foon find the fublime, or the

modeft, or the harmonious in this line,

^^ O Fortunatam natam Me Confule Romam !

"

Lord Orrery wrote

'^ The Irifh Colours difplayed ; in a reply of

*^ an Englifh Proteftant to a letter of an Irifli

*' Roman Catholic." Lond. 1662.

*^ An anfwer to a fcandalous letter lately^

« printed, and fubfcribed by Peter Walfli, ^c.'*

Dublin 1662, qu°. and Lond.

*^ A poem on his Majefly's happy reftoration.'*

MS.

'^ A poem on the death of the celebrated Mr*.

" Abraham Cowley." Lond. 1667. fol.

r^-Tlie Hiftory of Henry the Fifth, a tragedy."

II
The Black Prince, Aa V.

<< Muftapha,
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** Muftapha, a tragedy/*

*' The Black Prince, a tragedy/*

** Tryphon, a tragedy/*

*' Parthenifia/* a romance in three vols. fol.

His Biographer feems to think that this perform-

ance is not read, becaufe.jt was never com-

pleated ; as if three volumes in folio would not

content the moft heroic appetite that ever

cxifted

!

'^ A Dream, a poem/'

*' The art of war/' Lond. 1677. fol. Said

to have been much ridiculed, but is applauded

by the Biographia.

*^ Poems on the fails and feftivals of the

*' Church." Printed, but never finifhed. I

ftiould aft with regard to thefe, as I fhould

about the Romance, not read them ; not becaufe

they were never finifhed, but becaufe they were^

ever begun. We are told his Lordfliip alwaysf

wrote when He had a fit of the gout, which it

feems was a very impotent Mufe.

. The
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The reft of his works were pofthumous,

" Mr. Antony, a comedy,"

'^ Mr. Guzman, a comedy.'*

** Herod the Great, a tragedy.'*

" Altemira, a tragedy." All his dramatic

pieces but Mr. Antony have been publifhed

together in two volumes o6lavo. Lond. i'J29'

*< His State-letters." Lond. 1742. fol.

WENrWORTH DILLON,

EARL of ROSCOMMON,

ONE of the moft admired Writers in the

reign of Charles the Second, but one of

the moft carelefs too. His Eflay on tranflated

rerfe, has great merit ; in the reft of his poems

Vol. IL E c there
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there are fcarce above four lines that are ftriking^

as thefe,

*' The Law appears with Maynard at their head,

*^ In legal murder None fo deeply read."

And thefe in the apparition of Tom Rofs to his

pupil the Duke of Monmouth,

^^ Like Samuel, at thy necromantic call,

« I rife to tell thee, God has left thee, Saul
!

"

His poems are printed together in the firft

volume of the works of the Minor poets.

ROGER PALMER,

EARL of CASTLEMAIN,

AUTHOR of feveral pieces, but better

known by having been the Hufband' of

the Duchefs of Cleveland, and by being fent

Embaflador from James the Second to the Pope,

. . who
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who treated him with as little ceremony as his

Wife had done. While her Grace was pro-

ducing Dukes for the State, the Earl was bufied

in controverfial divinity, and in defending the

religion of the Prince who was fo gracious to

his Lady.

Of this Lord's compofition I have found;

<* An account of the prefent war between the

^' Venetians and the Turks, with the flate of

*' Candie ; in a letter to the King from Venice."

Lond. 1666 ; fmall twelves, with a print of

the Eail before it. In the Dedication he difco-

vers that the Turk is the Great Leviathan, and

that Renegades lofe their talent for fea-aiFajrs,

<^ A fliort and true account of the material

*' paffages in the late war between the Englifh

<* and Dutch. Written by the Right Honorable

*' the Earl of Caftlemain 5 and now publiflied

by Thomas Price, Gent." In the Savoy, 167 1.

The Editor, as wife as his Author, obferves

that the Earl had vifited Paleftine, to which

He had a particular relation by his name Palmer

or Pilgrim: And he acquaints theWorld, that the

Earl's Great-Grand-father had three Sons born

E e 2 for
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ftjr three Sundays fucceflively; and that another

of his Anceftors with the fame Wife kept fixty

open Chriftmas's in one houfe, without ever

breaking up houfe.

'' The Earl of Caftlemain's Manifcfto." 1686.

This is a defence of himfelf from being con-

cerned in the Popifh plot, of which He was ac-

cufed by Turberville.

** An apology in behalf of the Papifts." This

piece has not his name. It was anfwered by

Loyd, Bifhop of St. Afaph, in 1667, and was

re-printed with the anfwerin 1746.
-

" The Englifh Globe, being a flabil and im-

" mobil one, performing what the ordinary

•^ Globes do, and much more. Invented and

*,*. dcfcribed by the Right Honorable the Earl of

'^ Caftlemaine.'* 1679. thin quarto.

*' The Compendium, or a fliort view of the

" trials in relation to the prefent plot, (iff."

Lond. 1679, This piece is likewife anonymous,

is afcribed to him, but I cannot aifirm it to be

of
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of his writing. I believe He wrote other thing?,

but I have not met with them. -

- A fplendid book of his Embafly with ciiSS

was publifhed in folio.
'^

ROBERT
VISCOUNT MOLESWORTH,

i

AUTHOR of that fenfiblc and .JfiN^

fpirited Work, : rfjrw btsjrifiq - -; i

" Ar> account of Denmark."

And of thefe pieces,

'* An addrefs'to the Houfe of Commons for

*' the encouragement of agriculture.*'

^^ Tranflation of Hottoman's Fr^iqep-Gallia."

And He is reported to have written other

tra£ls in defence of Liberty, of his Country, of

Mankind. - -

yjMES
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JAMES HAMILTON,

EARL of ABERCORN,

ROTEw
^' Calculations and tables relating to

*' the attractive virtue of Loadftones." 1729-

WILLIAM
VISCOUNT GRIMSrON,

IS only mentioned here to vindicate him

from being an Author ; having when a Boy

written a play called

«' Love in a Hollow-tree/' to be afted with his

fchool-fellows, the Duchefs of Marlborough many

years
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years afterwards procured a copy, and printed it,

at a time that She had a difpute with him about

the borough of St. Albans. Lord Grimfton buy-

ing up the impreflion, the Duchefs fent the copy

to Holland to be re-printed. She made his Lord-

{hip ample reparation afterwards by printing her

own Memoirs, not written in her Childhood.

FINIS.

******
*****
* * * *
* * *
* *
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