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PREFACE

It is under circumstances of peculiar misfortune that
a large number of the latter pages of this book were written
and edited for the printer. On June 28, 1908, Alphonso
Moulton, Esq., the principal author and editor, passed to
the higher life after a serious illness from an insidious
and fatal disease. '

The writer hereof having been to some extent a co-
laborer with Messrs. Moulton and Sampson, compilers and
editors, for more than three years past, in the composition
and arrangement of important matter for this work, is
conscious of the honor and responsibility which is upon
him, in assuming the duties to which he has been assigned
by the authority of the Centennial Executive Commitee,
within whose control, conjointly with the municipal officers
. of the town, the publication of the Centennial History still
remains,

The general scheme of the Editorial Committee, as
communicated to the writer in the beginning of the work
of preparation of historical matter, was that first: a series
of sketches of the pioneer families of the town, genealogical,
and to a degree, biographical, wherever it seemed proper,
should constitute a large part of the work; under the be-
lief that the true history of the town would be best il-
lustrated by authentic histories of the lives, characters and
public services rendered, and the part performed by each
citizen in laying the foundation of prosperity and in pro-
moting the success of all patriotic institutions, which have,
to the present time, reflected honor and luster upon their
generation. This special commemoration of the pioneers
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was not to preclude any necessary or deserved recognition
of the advent and residence here for a term of years of
families or individuals, who by education, character or other
qualification have served the inhabitants of the town in a
high professional manner in law, medicine, the ministry of
religion, or in statesmanship; for some of the most de-
voted and useful citizens of the past and present era, were
not of the older “first families.” Thus, they will observe
that in some instances those whom our people have “most
delighted to honor,” have been born and educated elsewhere.

Another equally important feature of the work was to
be: an accurate review of the religious and civil institutions,
the general progress of education, and the processes of
moral culture and social refinement since the organization
of the town. The plan also contemplated reliable histories
of the development of the various industries; the improve-
ments in methods of agriculture; the useful innovations
in the mechanical arts; the origin and successes of manu-
facturing enterprises; the accession of wealth and business
importance achieved through the mercantile connections
of our citizens with other merchants in the large cities
and by profitable dealing with the people of their section ;
the establishment of town, church and school buildings,
and notable private dwellings; the record of the patrio-
tism of our people in furnishing troops for the Civil War;
the surprising advent in late years of the means of travel,
conveyance of merchandise and personal communication
owing to modern scientific discoveries and inventions. The
elaboration of these different designs has enabled the writers
to present to the citizens of the town and State, a most
gratifying word-picture of all the scenes and subjects of
interest to them or to the strangers who come within our

gates.
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Attention may be asked to the fine illustration by por-
traits of the good men and women whose lives are com-
memorated in this volume, whom some of us knew in their
lives and whom we all hold in loving remembrance and
veneration.

It is sincerely hoped that the citizens of Harrison, hav-
ing let patience have her “perfect work,” will appreciate
how cautiously the compilers resolved to proceed in every
step of their labors, so that every statement in this volume
should bear the stamp of complete authenticity; for, though
it was their desire to make a book that, to use a common
phrase, might be “as interesting as a novel” yet it should
not be suspected of containing anything even bordering on
the domain of fiction; for that is not history.

The apparent slowness of the progress of compilation
of the book has been unavoidable. The natural eagerness
and expectancy of our people to see the work in print has
been constantly apprehended, and often expressed to the
authors and editors. Their inexperience in book-writing,
and the immense demands upon their powers of calculation
of resources, the failure of many friends to furnish nec-
essary data for formulation of readable articles, and the
fact that the main brunt of the undertaking came upon
one man, whose physical system was being gradually under-
mined by the approach of a malady so secret and fatal in
its nature that the result even now appalls us as we re-
member how suddenly he was called away, is sufficient
explanation of the seeming delay, and of the subsidence of
force in an intellect that while toiling incessantly for many
months in a quest of facts for portraying the careers of
individuals, and of the lives of fellow mortals like himself,
the devotedness to the object to which he was committed,
vividly calls to mind the sacrifice illustrated by the title
of a famous story, “A Life for a Life.”
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PART 1.

The Centennial Celebration

AT
HARRISON, MAINE,

Thursday, Aug. 3, 190s.






PREPARING FOR THE CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION.

HE date of the first settlement of Harrison seems to

be undecided, since Rev. G. T. Ridlon, who made dili-

gent search in regard to the matter, says in his “Early
Settlers of Harrison” that John and Nathan Carsley came
into town with their wives in March, 1793, afterward re-
turning to Gorham and remaining there until after the birth
of Nathan’s second child in 1796; and, further on, that
some of the old people claim that John Carsley and his wife
never returned to Gorham after first coming to Harrison
in 1793. He says that this is probably true. If the latter
statement is correct, the first permanent settlement was in.
1793; but, if the former supposition is right, it was not
till 1796 or 1797. This uncertainty in regard to the exact
date, and the impossibility of deciding the matter, are the
probable reasons why no attempt was made to celebrate
the centennial of the first permanent settlement of the town.
The incorporation of the town on March 8th, 1805, was

a certain date, which was a matter of record, and early in
the year of 1904 the matter of celebrating its centennial
began to be heard of. So far as the writer is aware, Rev.
C. C. Sampson, of Tilton, N. H., a native of Harrison, was
the first man to broach the subject, the time being early in
the summer of that year. The matter did not assume tan-
gible form until the following December, when S. C. Smith,
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Esq., drew up a petition to the Selectmen of the town,
requesting them to call a citizen’s meeting at such a date
as they might deem advisable, for the purpose of consider-
ing the matter of suitably celebrating the centennial of the
incorporation of the town. This petition was numerously
signed, though there did not seem to be any special en-
thusiasm in regard to the matter.

In response to the petition the desired meeting was duly
called, and was held at the Town Hall on the afternoon
of Saturday, December 1oth, 1904. The attendance was
very small, not over fifteen persons being present. Quincy
M. Chute, (Chairman of Selectmen), was chosen as Chair-
man of the meeting, and Howard L. Sampson, (Town
Clerk), Secretary. There was a general discussion of the
proposed celebration, and all present favored it. No action
was taken, except to urge all present to do their utmost
towards interesting the people of the town in the movement,
and the meeting adjourned, to meet in one week at the Odd
Fellows’ Banquet Hall.

The adjourned meeting was largely attended and very
enthusiastic. After quite a discussion, which called forth
several stirring speeches, it was voted to choose a com-
mittee to consider the advisability of holding a centennial
celebration, and also the matter of suitable exercises for
such a celebration, if it was deemed best to hold it. Alvin
P. Ricker, Alphonso Moulton, and William H. Bailey were
appointed as a committee to select the Centennial Com-
mittee, and, after due consideration, reported a list of names
to the meeting which was unanimously adopted, but other
names were added by nomination from the floor. William
H. Briggs was elected as Chairman of the Centennial Com-
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mittee, and Alphonso Moulton as Secretary; and at a
subsequent meeting, Frank P. Bennett was elected as Treas-
urer.

The Citizens’ Meeting adjourned, to meet at the same
place on Saturday, January 14th, for the purpose of hear-
ing the report of the Committee, and acting upon the same.
The meeting was held according to the adjournment, and
the Committee made its report, the main points of it being
that they recommended “a proper observance of the coming
Centennial of the Incorporation of the Town, and that the
exercises be held at such place in the vicinity of Harrison
Village as may hereafter be determined upon, at some time
during the coming August;” and that at the proposed cele-
bration there be: “(1) An Historical Address, to be pre-
pared by some suitable person, such person to have been
at some time a resident of the town; (2) a dinner, to be
made as extensive as our means will allow; (3) After
Dinner Speeches from former and present residents of
Harrison, and Distinguished Visitors from abroad; (4) a
Band of Music, to be present through the whole of the ex-
ercises; (5) a Quartette of Singers; (6) that other fea-
tures, including a Trades Procession, a Water Carnival,
a Display of Fireworks, etc., be taken into consideration
by the Committee that may have charge of the matter in
the future, and such of them added to the program as
may be thought advisable, and that the amount of funds
at the disposal of the Committee may seem to warrant.”
The Committee further recommended that as much money
as possible be raised by subscription before asking the town

to appropriate anything.
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The report of the Committee was unanimously adopted,
and, on motion of S. C. Smith, Esq,, it was voted that the
Committee then acting in the matter, with the addition of
such persons as the meeting might see fit to add to the
number, be a Permanent Committee to have full charge
of all matters relating to the proposed Celebration. Several
additions were made to the Committee by nominations
from the floor, and the Centennial Executive Committee,
as finally constituted, was as follows:

CENTENNIAL Executive COMMITTEE.

William H. Briggs, Mrs. William H. Briggs,
George H. Cummings, Almore Haskell,
Alphonso Moulton, George E. Tarbox,
Howard L. Sampson, C. Sumner Whitney,
Dr. James P. Blake, James Thomes,
Adelbert C. Buck, Mrs. Anna Dudley,
Mrs. Lida T. Randall, Mrs. Lizzie Doughty,
A. Mellen Thomes, David Kneeland,
Quincy M. Chute, Joseph Pitts,

Victor L. Jordan, Mark H. Sawyer,
Mrs. Cora Dennison, Clarence B. Caswell,
Nathaniel H. Seavey, Mrs. Lena Stone,

Mrs. Alice M. Wilbur, Mrs. Hattie A. Hall,
Charles F. Ricker, . Mrs. Louisa H. Foster,
George P. Carsley, Mrs. Rebecca Shedd,

Ernest L, Gay, Mrs. Nellie F. Keene,
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HonNorArY, NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS.

Hon. Melville E. Ingalls, Hon. Charles Sumner Cook,
Hon. George H. Buck, Albert S. Caswell, Esq.,
Daniel H. Caswell, Esq., Willis E, Carsley, Esq.,
Rev. Cassander C. Sampson, Granville Fernald, Esq.,

William H. Briggs, Chairman.
Alphonso Moulton, Secretary
Frank P. Bennett, Treasurer.

The Committee at once went to work with a will, the first
work in hand being the provision of the funds necessary
to meet the expenses of the celebration. A subscription
paper was drawn up at the first regular meeting of the
Committee, and the members present at once started the

* ball rolling by pledging about $150. George H. Cummings,
Esq., was selected to solicit subscriptions, and did very
effective work, being assisted later on by the Chairman and
Treasurer of the Committee.

It had been decided to ask the town for aid, and an ar-
ticle asking for an appropriation for the purpose was in-
serted in the warrant for the annual meeting. At the meet-
ing of the Committee held on March 4th, the Chairman
reported that $455 had already been subscribed, and, after
a very full discussion, it was decided to ask the town
to appropriate $300. At first there seemed to be con-
siderable opposition to this measure in certain quarters,
but the matter was handled so skillfully, both before the
meeting and during the discussion when the article was
brought up, that the sum asked for was voted unanimously,
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thus placing $755 at the disposal of the Committee, which
sum was subsequently increased to about $850, which
proved to be more than enough to carry out in full the pro-
gram which was afterwards determined upon.

Being assured of sufficient means the Committee began
to lay out the work in such a manner as to give assurance
that the coming Celebration would be one which would
{eﬂect credit upon the town, and of which every inhabitant,
or former resident, would be proud, provided that the citi-
zens co-operated heartily in the work; and, right here, we
feel that it is our duty to say that they did this to an extent
never before equalled in Harrison. All differences were
hushed, the plans of the Centennial Committee were ac-
cepted without question, and unity of purpose and most
earnest work characterized every movement from that time
on. The full Committee retained the general control over
all of the work, but the details of the different divisions
were put in the hands of the following sub-committees:

Invitations;: — Howard L. Sampson, Alphonso Moulton,

Almore Haskell,

Reception : — George E. Tarbox, C. Sumner Whitney,
’ George H. Cummings, Mrs. Lizzie Doughty, Mrs.
Lida T. Randall.

Entertainment and Exercises:—Dr. James P. Blake,
Clarence B. Caswell, N. H. Seavey, Mrs. Anna Dud-
ley, Mrs. Lyman Shedd.

Dinner: — Mrs. Nellie F. Keene, Mrs. Wm. H. Briggs,
Mrs. Louisa H. Foster. (This Committee was em-
powered to appoint additional members, and to em-
ploy such assistance as they found necessary.)

Decorations : — Joseph Pitts, Victor L. Jordan, Quincy
M. Chute, Charles F. Ricker, David Kneeland, Mrs.
Cora Dennison, Mrs. Lena Stone.
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All of the committees entered zealously into the work
assigned to them, and, though some of the tasks were al-
most herculean in their proportions, not a single committee
failed to carry through its work in a manner that was emi-
nently satisfactory. Neat and tasty printed invitations were
procured, and about eight hundred of them were sent
through the mails, the design being to place one at least in
the hands of each family that had at any time resided in
the town, and in very many instances these invitations have
been carefully put away to be treasured as mementoes of the
“Wonderful Centennial Celebration in 1905.”

It was determined to put the Village in holiday attire,
and $100 was placed at the disposal of the Committee to
use in decorating such buildings as could not well be at-
tended to by individuals or families. The work was placed
in the hands of the N. E. Flag and Decorating Company,
of Boston, and right well was the work done under the
direction of their agent, Mr. C. M. Gates. The residents
entered heartily into the work, and when all was in readi-
ness for the celebration, Harrison Village was certainly
a “thing of beauty” as it appeared. with its “good clothes”
on. About forty residences, places of business, churches,
and halls, were decorated to quite an extent, and many of
them in a very elaborate manner. Indeed there were but
very few buildings in the vicinity of the Village that did
not in some way show that the owner recognized the im-
portance of the great event that was so close at hand. In
addition to all this, numerous flags and banners were hung
over the streets, and the Grand Stand where the literary
exercises were held, was elaborately decorated and draped,
the whole vicinity being brilliant with the national colors.
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Most certainly the decorators did their work faithfully,
and gave good value for the money that was paid to them.

The Committee on Entertainment and Exercises de-
termined at the start to prepare a program that would fur-
nish ample entertainment for every member of the big
crowd that was expected,—one that would be varied enough
to suit all tastes, and long enough to satisfy the most ex-
acting. Right well did they succeed in every department,
from the salute at sunrise to the big display of fireworks
that did not end till late in the evening. Dr. James P. Blake,
the chairman and resident member, “put his whole soul
into the work,” and labored unceasingly, the other members
assisting as best they could.

One feature, which everybody expected, was an Historical
Address, and Granville Fernald, Esq., of Washington, D. C,,
a former resident of the town, and a man well equipped for
the work, was selected to prepare it, and at once signified
his willingness to accept the position. He is an experienced
and ready writer, with a great fund of information at hand,
and he received much aid from other parties, especially
from our popular Town Clerk, Howard L. Sampson, Esq.,
who stood ready to furnish reliable information in regard
to almost any subject connected with the past history of
the town. But Mr. Fernald was so hampered by lack of
time that he was obliged to omit many facts in regard to
the town and its inhabitants, that he had in his possession,
an omission which the editors of this book have endeavored
to make up for as far as possible by the matter inserted
in the portion devoted to Town History.

The Committee had hoped to have Harrison’s honored
son, Hon. M. E. Ingalls of Cincinnati, Ohio, preside at the
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Celebration, but his many duties would not permit him to
be present on that day. It was fortunate in securing another
worthy son, Hon. Chas. Sumner Cook of Portland, to take
his place.

As has already been stated, it was voted at the beginning
of the preparations to provide a dinner, “to be made as
extensive as our means will allow.” Probably the dinner
proved to be the source of more trouble, worry, and dis-
cussion, than everything else connected with the Celebration.
Some thought it best to feed the Speakers, Band, Officers
and Committees, and Invited Guests sufficient to make the
total number two hundred and fifty to three hundred;
others favored a “picnic dinner” for everybody that saw
fit to bring food, without any special preparation; still
others thought it best to provide for all inhabitants of the
town, and all former residents; and others, (and this was
a numerous class), would be satisfied with nothing less
than what would practically be a free dinner to everybody.
The greater part of those who opposed this last proposition,
did so from the fear that it would prove to be such an
immense affair that it would end in a dismal failure. But.
their fears were eventually overcome, and a dinner prac-
tically free to all was the final result, though the decision
came so late that many did not avail themselves of the
privilege, although about three thousand (3,000) were fed
at dinner, and about one-third of that number were pro-
vided with suppers. After the hungér’of this great mul-
titude was fully appeased, great quantities of food were left
that the Committee had to dispose of as best they could.
Harrison dinners, (or suppers), are never a faslure.
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No one place could be found large enough for such a
feast as was provided, (except “all out-doors,” which was
thought to be too much exposed), and the vestries of the
Free Baptist and Congregational Churches and the Town
Hall, were all utilized, and with all this room the tables
had to be set “over and over,” before the hunger of the
crowd was fully satisfied.

THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION,

This is the long expected day,
On which all celebrate;

And now all work is laid aside
Till more convenient date.

The rich and poor do all unite,—
As well as high and low,—

" To fitly glorify the day

One hundred years ago.

Then it was our loved Harrison
Did first become a town,

And in the hundred years since then
Has grown to much renown.

Its history since then is such
That we are feeling proud,

And think ’tis well to celebrate,
So gladly join the crowd.

The day selected for the Celebration was Thursday, Au-
gust 3rd, 1905, and it was a perfect day in every respect.
It was clear and bright, the temperature was just right for
comfort, the recent rain had destroyed every vestige of
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dust, and all nature seemed to have combined to produce
a day fitted in every way for the great Celebration. At sun-
rise came the first number on the program — the firing of
one hundred guns from the Common in the Village. As
the echoes reverberated over the hills answering echoes
came from other points, where muskets were fired, rocks
blasted, dynamite cartridges exploded, and other means
adopted by which the people could give vent to their en-
thusiastic patriotism. The day was fitly ushered in, and
the Centennial Celebration well begun.

People from all parts of the country had flocked back
to their native town, and almost every residence was for
the time being made the home of guests, the capacity of
some of them being taxed to their utmost. Never before
had any event in the vicinity called out such a crowd as
that which gathered together on that long-to-be-remembered
3rd of August. To the hundreds who had previously ar-
rived thousands were added on the morning of the Celebra-
tion, till good judges estimated that the number present
was about four thousand; and it is but justice to say that
a more orderly gathering never came together. The ar-
rangements for preserving order were elaborate, and well
nigh perfect. Not only were all local officers on duty, but
uniformed policemen had been summoned from Portland,
and the County Sheriff and a part of his Deputies were
present and on the alert for the apprehension of all wrong-
doers. So perfect were these arrangements, and so well
was it known that everything possible would be done to
prevent the sale of the liquid that is so detrimental to good
order, that those who are generally supposed to be engaged
in such business were very “conspicuous for their absence.”
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- At 8.30 came the Parade, and very few had much idea
of what it was to contain. It was generally supposed that
there would be some half dozen teams, decorated to some '
extent, but none were prepared for the gorgeous spectacle
which slowly came into view from the Bridgton road, and
marched through all of the principal streets of the Village,
First came the Marshal of the Day, Mr. Andrew B. Jordan,
mounted on horseback, and attended by two uniformed po-
-licemen. Next was the Norway Brass Band of nineteen
pieces, Frank H. Kimball leader, and following were some
twenty wagons, floats, barges, etc.,, beautifully decorated,
and drawn by gaily caparisoned horses. All trades and
industries were represented, even to the summer boarders
from the cities, who claimed the right to assist in the cele-
brating of the Centennial of the town to which they had
become so mugh attached during the summers in which they
had made it their home. One writer well said: “It was a
spectacle which reflected great credit on its promoters, and
was viewed with keen pleasure by natives and visitors
alike.”

The Literary Exercises were held in the spacious grounds
adjoining the Crystal Lake House, and near the shores of
the pretty little sheet of water now known as Crystal Lake,
but in the “olden time” bearing the name of “Anonymous
Pond.” A large stand erected in the shade of the spread-
ing elms, and near to the main street, was nearly encircled
by a line of flags and banners, while in front was an arch
of flags and bunting, on which appeared the word “Wel-
come” in immense letters. William H. Briggs, Esq., Chair-
man of the Executive Committee, called the meeting to
order, and Albert W. Weston, Chairman of the Board of
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Selectmen, was the Temporary Chairman, and made the
Address of Welcome. Hon Chas. Sumner Cook of Port-
land, was the President of the Day. The Norway Brass
Band, and the Norway Quartet were present through the
day. The full program of Exercises appears below:

ProGRAM OF CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

Sunrise, . . . Salute of 100 guns.
8.30 A. M. Parade, headed by Norway Brass Band.
9.30 A. M, Band Concert, . Norway Band.

10.30 A. M. Commencement of Literary Exercises.
Introduction of Temporary Chairman,
. by William H. Briggs, Esq.
Address of Welcome by Temporary Chairman,
Albert W. Weston, Esq.

Prayer, . . Rev. E. Z. Whitman.
Singing, . . . Norway Quartet.
Address of President, . Hon. Chas. Sumner Cook.
Music, . . Norway Brass Band.
Historical Address, . Granville Fernald, Esq.
DINNER.
1.30 P. M. Continuation of Literary Exercises.
Music, . . . . Band.
Address, . . Rev. C, C. Sampson.
Singing, .o . . Norway Quartet.
Address, . . Rev. Fred E. Winn.
Music, . . . . Band.
Address, . . Hon. Geo. A. Hibbard.
Singing, . . . . Quartet.
Reading, . . . A E. Morse, Esq.
Centennial Poem, . Mrs. Grace Bray Pugsley.
Address, . . Judge Jas. H. Tolman.
Address, Hon. Amos L. Allen.

Singing of Centennial Ode, . Quartet.
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2.30 P. M. Base Ball Game, Harrison vs. Naples.

3.30 P. M. Athletic Field and Water Sports, in charge of
Mr. Guy Simpson, and carried on by members of
Camps Kineo, Long Lake, and Katahdin.

7.30 p. M. Band Concert.
Water Carnival.
Grand Display of Fireworks.

A full report of Addresses and Poems, as far as they
could be obtained, follows. Some of the speakers used
neither manuscript nor notes, and it is to be regretted that
no report of their addresses could be obtained.

Everything during the whole day passed off smoothly,
there being not a single “hitch” from start to finish. The ex-
ercises lasted till sunset, but still the crowd lingered. Some
had hurriedly returned to their homes to do some necessary
work and return in haste, so as to be in season to witness
the evening show. Great numbers had remained on the
grounds, and special and regular trains on the B. & S. R. R.
came filled to repletion. More than two thousand people
had gathered on the shores of Long Lake by the time that
the “shades of night” had covered the land. They listened
with pleasure to the Band Concert, and were delighted
witnesses of the Water Carnival and Display of Fireworks,
remaining till the last piece was set off, and even then be-
ing in no haste to depart to their homes. All were delighted
and satisfied with the events of the day. Old acquaintances
of bygone years had been renewed; friends who had not
met for many years had been reunited, and the scenes and
events of the olden times had been recalled and reviewed;
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families whose members had long been scattered had been
once more called together, and many of the vacant chairs
filled with living, breathing forms, as of yore; sorrows and
afflictions had for the time been laid aside and forgotten in
the joy and happiness that reigned supreme. It had been a
great, a glorious, and never-to-be-forgotten day, but, like
every other earthly thing, it had to come to an end. The
crowd had departed, the Great Celebration is but a thing
of the past, and only its memory remains, to be recalled in
the years to come, when will come to its participants a
thrill of joy and pride as they think of its “glittering pag-
eants,” its thronging crowds of happy men and women, and
its great and wonderful success.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

By ALsertr W. WestoN, Esq.

At the opening of the literary exercises the immense
audience was called to order by the Chairman of the Cen-
tennial Committee, William H. Briggs, Esq., who briefly
spoke of the purpose of the meeting, and then in a few well-
chosen words introduced the Temporary Chairman, Albert
W. Weston, who spoke as follows:
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Visiting Friends and Former Residents: —

In extending to you the hospitality of this town, the mu-
nicipal authorities and the citizens unite in offering you a
hearty welcome worthy of the respect and admiration that
we have for your interest in this celebration.

Fellow Citizens: 1 welcome you as members of a most
numerous family, a power upon which we must rely for
the security and defence of our town and its interests.

To each and every one I extend a most hearty welcome
to this, the greatest event which has taken place since the
town was incorporated, and such a one as none of us who
are here today will, in all probability, ever have the privilege
of attending again. I know not what kind of weather
prevailed in this vicinity on the 8th of March, in the year
of grace, 1805, but it was a blessed day because it gave to us
a united community, a town.

From the feeble beginnings we feel assured that the
watchword of our forefathers was progress, that foremost
in the minds of those earnest workers, those hearty pro-
gressive men and women who made their home here on
God’s green acres, holding communion with Mother Nature
and living the life which is calculated to make men most
noble because of surroundings and unlimited possibilities,
was to lay the foundations of a town that would endure for
all time. '

Today we claim for our town a population of about one
thousand inhabitants, with a flourishing mercantile and
. mechanical business.

We have among us those who are interested in the higher
branches of literature and science, whom we claim as worthy
representatives of the culture of our town.

’
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Wherever the stars and stripes wave we are glad to ac-
knowledge that we are American citizens. Wherever we
go we are justly proud to call Harrison our town. Why?
Because it is not a land unknown, nay, it is widely known.

Her scenic charms are unrivalled. Artists, and nearly
every other class and profession, make annual pilgrimages
to, and long sojourns in, this lovely land of lakes and
streams, hills and dales, forests and streams and rural vil-
lages. College professors, prominent city business men,
railway magnates, sportsmen and pleasure seekers, the
weary and the sick to whom quiet invigorating country air,
sunshine and healthful diet are necessary — all, are repre-
sented in the summer crowd of Harrison-hieing pilgrims.
These have come and gone for years. Long before our
present rail facilities, when to a certain extent Harrison
was isolated, either by way of the stage coach from Nor-
way, or the little steamer from Sebago Lake, the summer
guest found us out..

Undoubtedly our ancestors wondered what there could
be to attract people who had travelled over the new world,
perhaps the old, to this good but out of the way.town; but
succeeding generations came to realize, and we today know,
that this indeed is a land which, though not literally flowing
with milk and honey, is a mecca of rare promise.

The past we know. The future lies before us. But as
we can only judge of man’s future by his past, so must we
judge of the future of our town. The past has accom-
plished the marvellous results which we are enjoying today ;
which we are glad to honor by this celebration, and more
fully enjoy by welcoming all of you to share in our festivi-
ties.
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And we feel assured that the wonderful achievements
of the century now at an end will be more than doubly
wonderful when the town of Harrison shall celebrate its
two hundredth anniversary at the end of the next hundred
years.

Following the address of welcome was a most fervent,
eloquent and appropriate prayer by Rev. E. Z. Whitman,
pastor of the Free Baptist Church at Harrison Village, after
which was singing by the Norway Quartet, composed of
Mrs. Ida M. Kimball, Mr. and Mrs. Verne Whitman, and
Mr. F. E. Tower, with Mrs, H. L. Horne as accompanist
on the piano.

Hon. Charles Sumner Cook of Portland, son of the late
Obadiah G. Cook of Harrison, and member of the well-
known law firm of Symonds, Snow, Cook & Hutchinson,
was then introduced as the President of the Day, and spoke
as follows:
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ADDRESS OF HON. CHARLES SUMNER COOK.

PRESIDENT OF THE MEETING.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: —

I appreciate very much the honor of being asked to pre-
side at this celebration of the centennial of the town of
Harrison. The distinction is especially agreeable to me
because it seems to justify me in the pleasant thought that
to the people of this town I am still one of them, privileged
on this amniversary, to extend the hand of welcome to
" others, and not a stranger myself returning for a day. Out
of it comes to me the delightful consciousness that there is
no real absence for him who still remains in the kind re-
membrance of his friends.

I have looked forward with peculiar pleasure to my par-
ticipation in this celebration. We cannot, I think, fail to
feel the charm that comes from the contemplation of a
century’s history of a community, woven as it is out of the
hopes, the struggles, the bitterness and the victories of men
and women like ourselves. To people who have lived be-
fore us, to ourselves, and to those who shall succeed us,
the problem of life is much the same. The equation varies
with the minor factors of time and place and outward
circumstance, but the essential terms, the great controlling
sources and motives of human action, remain constant.



22 A HISTORY OF THE

The same mean greed and cowardice and cruelty debase,
the same courage and lofty purposes stimulate and ennoble,
the same love and self-sacrifice make kind and holy, the
same pity and sweet forgiveness make peace, the same
longing and love of God bring faith and hope of Heaven.

How, then, the people of any community solved for
themselves this complex problem, the same in all its es-
sentials as that with which we ourselves are now confronted,
cannot fail to be of fascinating interest to all of us. But
to me, and to many of you, there is something in this an-
niversary of more vital interest than attaches to the histories
of communities in general. It is that strictly personal in-
terest that comes from the fact that the history of this town
is but a record of the lives of our own ancestors and
families and personal friends — yes, and of ourselves. The
very scenes make part of us. We are at home, thronged
with all its associations and sacred memories. To no man
or woman among us all should they appeal in vain.

My father lived in this town for more than thirty years
and lies buried within its borders. He gave service to the
town as a member of its board of selectmen, and for many
years took a most active part in the advancement and
management of its schools. Its affairs were always of in-
terest to him, and the progress and advancement of the town
were never subjects to which he was indifferent or unwill-
ing to give his earnest effort.

My own childhood and youth were passed here, and no
other scenes or associations have greater fascination for
me. One needs not to reach the limit of old age, according
to the usual acceptation of the phrase, to feel the charm that
lies in a renewal of such scenes and associations. How-
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ever far, or with whatever completeness he is apparently
separated from them, they still linger with him, waiting
only his listening ear to overcome him with their sweet
persuasiveness. What careless freedom, what abundant
hope, what wide ambitions and pleasant-ending dreams
come trooping with them! They flood us again with the
old life, and with earnest thankfulness we feel the welcome
rest and reassurance that they bring. Taking a wide view,
it is hardly possible, I think, for any one to realize the
eventfulness of the last century. It forms but the most tri-
fling fraction of all the ages that have preceded us, yet within
its limits there have taken place the most wonderful prog-
ress and development in the world’s history. Its opening
saw almost the beginning of the national government, now
grown from its then weak and provincial position to a leader
among the nations of the world; its population increased
to nearly cighty millions; its area extending over more
than three and one-half million square miles; its indus-
tries colossal; its wealth fabulous; and above all its mighty
influence standing for universal liberty, enlightenment and
peace.

It has seen tyranny and oppression for many people
blotted out forever, and in its later years a so-called bar-
barous nation suddenly emerge into highest civilization and
progressive power.

In matters of material progress the illustrations which
it furnishes are well-nigh dazzling. The steamboat, the
railroad, the telegraph and telephone, those mighty and
mystic forces for the interchange of commerce and intelli-
gence, have had their beginning, and their Aladdin-like de-
velopment within its span. Science, art, philanthropy,
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higher education for the masses, and comfortable and
reasonable living, all have been advanced with marvellous
pace until it seems at times to one who casts a backward
look, as if the past held all there was or could be of progress
or improvement.

But an occasion of this kind ought not to be given over
wholly to retrospection, however fascinating and alluring
that may be. We may with benefit seek the inspiration of
the victories of the past, and we certainly ought to take
advantage of its various lessons, that we may tread, if at
all, at least with more cautious steps, the paths wherein the
dangers of the past have proved to be. But the successes
and triumphs of the past are to the credit of those who
wrought them. So far as our ancestors have part in them
they are of special interest to us, and we may rightly extol
them and feel the pride and inspiration which they bring.
But in them we should find incentive, not contentment.
Our duty is to win the victories of the present. With the
wider horizon and the clearer view from the heights gained ‘
for us by the courage and effort and self-sacrifice of our
forefathers, we should not fail to realize that our own
responsibilities take wider range. These must be met and
if, in turn, we would be worthy to be remembered by suc-
ceeding generations, we may look backward only for the
moment. The heights still tower above, and if we reach
to higher points it must needs be only by our constant effort
and our best endeavor. If we give these we may take
little heed of the measure of our ascent. We may be sure
of this, however, that from honesty of purpose and labor
fairly done, come not regret or shameful failure.
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I want to add to the welcome already extended, my own
word of welcome to you all. The freedom of the town is
yours, and we hope that its hospitality will be found warm
enough, and ample enough to make every son and daughter
more loyal, and every guest a friend.

HISTORICAL ADDRESS,

DELIVERED BY GRANVILLE FERNALD, EsQ., AT THE
HarrisON CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, HELD
ON AuGuSsT 3RD, 1QOS.

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citisens: —

By the esteemed appointment of your committee it is my
privilege and pleasure to present to you an address in the
nature of an historical review. of the incidents attending
the incorporation of this town of Harrison, and the prin-
cipal events illustrating her progress to this time.

This is an occasion, dear friends, not only for looking
backward to the days of our revered ancestors, and com-
memotating their lives and deeds, but for the interchange
of greetings and congratulations; for friendly clasping of
welcoming hands; for seeing “eye to eye,” and speaking
“heart to heart;” in short, for taking general account of
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our emotions, and indulging in such expressions of senti-
ment as are appropriate to a reunion like the present.

While the citizens of Harrison are demonstrating their
public spirit, and the magnificent quality of their hospi-
tality, in this gracious reception of her returning sons and
daughters, and her multitude of neighboring friends, I de-
sire, in behalf of those, who like myself, have come to this
first glad festival of the centuries after years of absence
from the old home, to express the feeling of gladness that
is thrilling us who are so happily received. It is the un-
speakable pleasure of beholding again the well-remembered
faces, and the scenes and places hallowed to us by their
dear associations of earlier years.

I think that the sweetest emotion of our nature is joy.
A very common occasion for the excitement of this grand
emotion is aptly described in a little poem that I have seen:

“There is joy in sailing outward,
Though we leave upon the pier,
With faces grieved and wistful,
The friends we hold most dear;
And the sea may roll between us—
Perhaps for many a year:

There is joy in climbing mountains,
In fording rushing brooks;

In poking into places

That we’ve read about in books;
In meeting lots of people

With' unfamiliar looks.

But the joy of joys is ours,
Untouched by any pain,

When we take the home-bound steamer,
And catch the home-bound train:
O, there’s nothing half so pleasant
As coming home again.”
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Yes, “there’s no place like home” to him or her whose

constitution of soul and body received its first and ever-
lasting principles of life and vigor from the native elements
of the earth, the air, and the sky, amid the influences of the
education and the associations of that “dearest spot of
earth.”
But there is another emotion to be reckoned with, closely
related to joy. It is thankfulness; deep, unspeakable
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for His goodness and
innumerable mercies. For appropriate language to ade-
quately express our common tribute, I will adopt the words
of Walt Whitman, the “Good Gray Poet,” when, nearly at
the close of life, he utters the feelings of a devout and
grateful heart:

“Thanks in old age — thanks ere I go,

For health, the mid-day sun, the impalpable air —

For life, mere life.

For precious, ever lingering memories

Of you, my mother dear, you father —

You brothers, sisters, friends: —

For all my days — not those of peace alone,

The days of war the same:

For gentle words, caresses, gifts from foreign lands;

For shelter, wine and meat, for sweet appreciation;

For beings, groups, love, deeds, books, for colors,
forms;

For brave, strong men; devoted, hardy men,

Who sprung forward in freedom’s help through all
years, in all lands;

For braver, stronger, more devoted men,

The cannoneers of song and thought —

The great artillerists, the foremost leaders,

Captains of the Soul:

As soldier from an ended war returned —

As traveler out of myriads

In the long procession retrospective —

Thanks, joyful thanks!

A soldier’s, traveler’s thanks!”
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Thus, dear friends, do we recognize the kind Providence
which permits us to come together to this festival of reverent
and glad remembrance of our fathers and mothers, who won
this fair town from the wilderness, by dint of resolute
struggle with nature, and by patience, by industry, by de-
votedness to the main chance, (which we call thrift), con-
quered and surmounted the thousands of obstacles always
obstructing the path of the pioneer,

I would give you a picture of the ambitious, adventurous
first settlers, as they came scores, or hundreds, of miles,
through an unbroken forest; full of courage and hopeful-
ness, with high purpose of hearts, with quality of faith
and zeal akin to that which animates God’s missionary as
he penetrates the fearful, far-away abodes of savagery and
heathendom. But after a few days of toilsome tramping,
the weary home-seekers arrive at the chosen spot, the
promised land of their day-dreams and nightly visions.

The woodman’s axe, wielded by sturdy arms, soon opens
a space for the sun’s rays to light up the surface of the land,
lately and from pre-historic times possessed by shadows
and gloom. The homestead grows wider in measure of
cleared acres; the rough, forbidding aspect of the chosen
plat soon becomes a scene of contentment, and verdant
beauty; luxurious vegetation follows the work of the plow,
and the “man with the hoe,” and his brave, patient, and re-
sourceful wife, reinforced in a few years by the willing
hearts and strong hands of stalwart sons and daughters,
find themselves in partnership with Nature in redeeming
the wilderness to civilization and all that pertains to the
welfare of humanity and earthly happiness.
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This crude sketch of pioneer beginnings is presented
as an object of momentary reflection as we pass to other
views and considerations of the historic incidents of the
first settlement in this 'virgin territory, which, with all the
improvements wrought by the skill of the fathers, we in-
herit from them with its fair landscape of hill and valley,
river and lake, and the greater inheritance of civil and re-
ligious liberty, education and good government, received
from the founders of the republic, and protected by their
loyalty and patriotism. It is an imperfect, but sincere,
recognition of the services performed by the fathers of the
town for us. For, while they were serving the generation
in which they lived, they were serving those who in process
of time should occupy their places in all civic and social
relations, and perpetuate the rule of good order and peace-
ful condition in every neighborhood, and thus do honor to
the men and women who endowed us with so worthy a
patrimony of good citizenship.

Under the limitations imposed upon me as to time, I
refrain from further reference to the high character and
beneficent example of our fathers and mothers, except to
say: they were a God-fearing and truth-loving people; they
believed and venerated the sacred scriptures: the Bible
was the book of all books, a treasure of priceless value.
Upon its precepts and inspiration were founded the faith,
the morality, the regard for justice and humanity that
characterized their lives, and influenced their relations to
each other.

Upon those principles was raised their bright standard
of truth and patriotism, and neighborly kindness, and lov-
ing sympathy for those under oppression from tyrannical
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rulers, or from the exacting cruelty of task-masters under
modern systems of chattel slavery.

Many of the pioneers had fought for liberty and inde-
pendence in the famous campaigns under Washington and
Lafayette and others of the renowned leaders in that great
conflict of arms; and when peace came, they joined the
rush of migration to the virgin lands of the District of
Maine. From 1783, when the war closed, to 1820, when
Maine became a State, there was a rapid influx of settlers,
and building up of many of the best townships into thickly
settled communities, with churches, schools, and well or-
dered local governments. In the year 1804, one year before
Harrison became a town, twenty-one towns were incor-
porated in the District of Maine by the General Court of
Massachusetts. The year 1805, witnessed but one town
incorporated besides Harrison. It was the town of Newry.

The history of a nation, State, or even a town, is the
history of its people, especially of its pioneer settlers. Of
the advent of the pioneer settlers who came in most cases
from- Massachusetts, and their public acts in the estqblish-
ment of local governments, I will tell you the story in as
brief and simple a manner as possible.

This treatment of my subject involves a hasty glance
at the history of the plantation and town of Otisfield, from
which a large portion of the town of Harrison was taken.
The town of Otisfield was granted to Hon. James Otis,
Nathaniel Gorham, and the other heirs of Capt. John Gor-
ham in Massachusetts, for services in the military expe-
dition to Canada in 1690.

This grant was by authority of an act of the General
Court of Massachusetts, passed in 1770, and was based
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on the condition that the grantees should settle thirty fam-
‘ilies, and a learned Protestant minister, in the township
within five years. The proprietors resided in Boston, Gro-
ton, Watertown, Wrentham, and Woburn. They held fre-
quent meetings in Boston to advance the settlement of the
new town,

Harrison Gray Otis of Boston, the heir and successor
of James Otis, was the principal proprietor of these lands,
and it is in order to give a few facts concerning the dis-
tinguished man whose names have been honored by their
appropriation to the two towns whose history is the subject
of the present address. I quote from an article which
appeared in the Oxford County Advertiser early in this
year:

HarrisoN — GrAY — Or1s.

Otisfield, which has the distinction of being the most
northerly town in the county of Cumberland, and which
has passed the century mark as a town seven years ago, was
in a sense the parent of both Harrison and Naples, since
the original grant included, besides the territory of the
present town, nearly all of Harrison and a large part of
Naples. 4

It was granted to James Otis and others for their services
in the French and Indian wars — James Otis, the eloquent
advocate who made the great speech in Boston against the
enforcement of the British navigation acts, and who was
set upon by British officers, and nearly killed. His nephew,
the son of his brother, Samuel A. Otis, was Harrison Gray
Otis, mayor of Boston, and United States Senator from
Massachusetts.
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He it was after whom, as one of the proprietors of the
grant, the north Cumberland county towns were named,
and who had a descendant of the same name, General Har-
rison Gray Otis, still living in California.

Please keep in mind the fact that from the coming of
the first settler to this territory, to the date of the incorpo-
ration of Harrison, was thirty years, during which all the
inhabitants therein from the eastern line of Otisfield to
the shore of Long Pond, were under the same municipal
government, acting together for the interests of the plan-
tation and town, by the name of Otisfield. She was, to use a
common phrase, “the mother of Harrison.” The earliest
record of any transaction pertaining to the settlement and
location of public improvements in the plantation of Otis-
field is found in the original book of the proprietors’ re-
cords, which is preserved in the office of the Town Clerk
of Otisfield, an abstract of which I have the pleasure to
give:

MEETING OF PROPRIETORS IN BOSTON.

June 1st, 1774. Proprietors met “to treat with George
Peirce of Groton, who offers to build a saw and grist mill.”

October 16th, 1776. Voted “to employ Mr. Peirce to
build a bridge across Crooked River, who engaged to build
the same, and warrant it for five years, at his own expense
—the bridge to be approved by a committee of the Pro-
prietors, for which the Proprietors are to pay him £30, or
as they may chuse to pay his accounts for said bridge.”

October 16th, 1776. Voted “the name of the township
be Otisfield.”
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Boston, June 12th, 1777. Voted “that Wm. Gorham,
Esq., and George Peirce, be ernployéd to run the line be-
tween Otisfield and Raymond town, and if they can't jointly
attend to it, they are severally empowered.”

September 3oth, 1779. Voted “that Col. Wm. Prescott
be a committee to repair to Otisfield to inspect the Mills,
Bridges and Roads, and to inquire whether Mr. Peirce has
completed running the boundaries of the Township, and
to do as he may judge proper whatever is necessary for the

_further settlement of the Township, and report the same
as soon as may be.”

July 27th, 1782. Voted “that George Peirce and Mr.
Gorham be a committee to cut out Country road, and build
a bridge, getting a warrant from the builder that it shall
last five years.”

When the first meeting of the proprietors was held in
Boston, June 1, 1774, there was not a person living upon
the plantation. It was a virgin forest, upon which, as the
Irishman said, “the hand of man had never set foot.”
It is interesting to imagine the magnificence of that terri-
tory, the grandeur of the gigantic pines, the beauty of the
towering spruces and balsam firs, the huge oaks, maples,
and beeches, and to note in fancy the great variety of grace-
ful birches, and the smaller deciduous trees and shrubs,
that made the primitive forest an object of admiration to the
pioneer woodsman.

When that first meeting was held George Peirce was re-
siding in Groton, Massachusetts, and probably had not
visited the place in which the years of his remaining life
were to be spent in active labor as agent for the proprietors
of the plantation, and as one of the leading citizens of



34 A HISTORY OF THE

Otisfield. But in 1775, July 18th, according to an au-
thentic record, he arrived with his family, and entered upon
a lot of land selected for the site of a home. That spot
was at the falls on Crooked River, for more than twenty-
five years thereafter known as Peirce’s Falls, but which,
since the purchase of that valuable water-power and other
property by Col. Thomas Edes in the early part of the last
century have been known as Edes’s Falls.

From the abstract of the proprietors’ records already
introduced, it will be understood how wide was the scope
of the duties of George Peirce, the pioneer proprietor’s
agent for sale of lands to new settlers, carpenter, land sur-
veyor, and local county magistrate, or Justice of the Peace.

FirstT SETTLERS IN OTISFIELD.

Here then, was the man selected by the proprietors of
the plantation to be the pioneer settler, and act as their
agent in surveying lands, and superintending their settle-
ment by seekers for new homes. He built the first bridge
at the falls, and the first saw mill, — which was swept away
by freshets and destroyed.

Mr. Peirce married Deborah Tarbelle of Watertown, or
Groton. They had four children, all of whom were born
in Massachusetts. Oliver, their second son, was destined
to be most distinguished in manhood for his successful
business career in Otisfield and Harrison. Mary, his eldest
daughter, married Mr. Benjamin Patch, who came from
Groton a year after the Peirce family. Mr. Patch was a
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prosperous man, and laid the foundations of a noble estate
and a very worthy succession.

Levi Patch, the son of Benjamin, was the principal suc-
cessor to his father, and was for many years one of the
leading citizens of Otisfield, and held the office of Post-
master, and other public positions, with much credit. He
was a gentleman of the older school of patriots.

From 1775 to 1780, there came other settlers to Otisfield,
notably Daniel Cobb of Gorham, who settled a mile above
Peirce’s Falls on the east side of the river. His son,
William G. Cobb, was born October 14, 1779, the first male
child born in Otisfield. Joseph Spurr came from Wren-
tham, Massachusetts, in 1779, and brought and raised a
numerous family of sons and daughters. The same year
came Maj. Jonathan Moors, also from Wrentham, and
Samuel Reed of Groton, whose descendants still own and
occupy the fine old farm a half mile from Otisfield Hill.

In 1780, came David Ray of Wrentham, with his wife —
Eunice Whiting—and two daughters. He settled near
Peirce’s Falls a half mile west of the river. Here his third
child was born. He was a near neighbor, and a useful
assistant, to Mr. Peirce, and, as a settler, was on intimate
terms with the proprietors, and was employed by them to
build a grist mill and saw mill, which were located at the
outlet of Saturday Pond, a mile northeast of Otisfield Hill,
whither Mr. Ray removed from the Falls in 1783. Mr. Ray
had served nearly five years in the Revolutionary War, in
the Massachusetts line, first as Sergeant, then as Lieu-
tenant, under a commission from the Colony, and as sur-
geon's mate, or assistant surgeon, having received a medical
education. :



36 A HISTORY OF THE

Dr. Ray was, during his life, next to Mr. Peirce, the most
prominent leader in public movements for advancing the
interests of the plantation, which was organized May 15,
1787, twelve years after the arrival of the first settler.

The first Congregational Church was organized with eight
members, November 23, 1797, at Dr. Ray’s residence, and
Rev. Thomas Roby was installed its pastor on the same day.
The following persons were members of the church:
Thomas Thurston, George Peirce, Elisha Turner, Joseph
Spurr, Elias Hancock, Miriam Spurr, .Joseph Hancock,
Enoch Spurr.

The first meeting-house was erected on Otisfield Hill,
1795-7-

The plantation of Otisfield was incorporated by Act of
the General Court of Massachusetts, on February 19, 1798.
The Committee of the inhabitants to present the petition
for incorporation were George Peirce, David Ray, and
Samuel Gammon.

The new area of the town at its incorporation was from
Raymondtown on the south to Waterford on the north, from
Hebron (since Oxford) on the east to Bridgton on the west.

The first town meeting was held May 15, 1787. After
the incorporation of Otisfield, the settlement of the town
rapidly increased, especially in the section west of Crooked
River, which was destined to be set off from the parent
town, and become a separate corporation.
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How HARrrisoN BecaME A Town.

The Act to incorporate the town of Harrison is found in
the laws of Massachusetts, Chapter XXXIV, 1805, and is
entitled: “An Act to incorporate the northwesterly part
of the town of Otisfield, and the easterly part of the town
of Bridgton, in the County of Cumberland, into a separate
town by the name of Harrison.”

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled, and by the au-
thority of the same: That the tract of land described with-
in the following bounds, namely: — beginning at a white
pine tree marked and standing in the northwesterly corner
of said Otisfield: from hence running North, 65 degrees
east, 1,296 rods to the northeasterly corner thereof: from
hence South, 25 degrees east 456 rods to a stake and stones:
from thence North, 65 degrees east about 1§ rods to
Crooked River: from thence southerly down the middle
of said river, until a line drawn south, 65 degrees west, from
the middle of said river, will strike the southeasterly corner
of the town of Bridgton:, thence from said corner, South,
65 degrees west, 680 rods to the easterly side of Long Pond:
from thence northerly by the easterly shore of said pond
to a pitch pine tree standing in the northwest corner of
James Sampson’s lot: from thence North, 65 degrees east,
140 rods to the line between Bridgton and Otisfield: from
thence North, 25 degrees west, 530 rods to the place of
beginning : — with the inhabitants thereon, be, and they
hereby are, incorporated into a town by the name of Har-
rison: and the said town is hereby vested with all the
- powers, privileges, and immunities, which other towns in
this Commonwealth do, or may, by law enjoy.
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Sec. 2. Be it further enacted: That the said town of
Harrison shall pay all arrearages of taxes which have been
assessed upon them, together with their proportion of all
debts which may be due and owing by either of said towns
of Otisfield and Bridgton prior to the date of this act: and
that all property, rights and credits of said towns of Otis-
field and Bridgton shall be received and enjoyed by the
said town of Harrison, according to the proportion of the
taxes of said towns of Otisfield and Bridgton, as assessed
from the last tax bills,

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted that of all State and
County taxes which shall be levied and required of said
towns of Otisfield and Bridgton previous to a new valu-
ation, the said town of Harrison shall pay twenty cents on
the one thousand dollars: thirteen cents whereof shall be
deducted from the sum now charged to the town of Otis-
field, and the remaining seven cents shall be deducted from
the sum now charged to the town of Bridgton.

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted: That Enoch Perley, Esq.,
be, and he is hereby empowered to issue his warrant di-
rected to some suitable inhabitant within said town, requir-
ing him to warn a meeting of the inhabitants thereof at
such time and place as shall be expressed in said warrant,
for the purpose of choosing such town officers as other
towns are empowered to choose in the month of March or
April, annually,

This act passed March 18th, 1805. In pursuance of the
authority of the foregoing act of incorporation, Enoch
Perley, Esq., a Justice of the Peace, issued his warrant in
the following form:
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g seal ; Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Cumberland, ss.

To Naphthali Harmon of Harrisoninsaid County, GREETING:

You are hereby required in the name of the said Com-
monwealth, to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Har-
rison duly qualified in town affairs as the law directs, to
meet at your own house in said Harrison on Monday, the
twenty-sixth day of August instant, at eleven o’clock in the
forenoon for the purpose of choosing the following officers
to serve in said town the following year, or till others are
chosen in their stead.

ily. To choose a Moderator for the more orderly carry-
ing.

2ly. To choose a Town Clerk.

3ly. To choose three or more suitable persons to serve
as Selectmen. .

4ly. To choose three or more persons for Assessors,
and further to choose any other officers as the law requires
to serve in said town. ‘

sly. To vote in what manner the meetings of the said
town shall be warned in the future, and make return of the
warrant and of your doings herein unto myself at or before
the said twenty-sixth day of August.

Given under my hand and seal at Bridgton, this eighth
day of August, Anno Domini, 1805.

EnocH PEerLEY, Justice of the Peace.

HARrISON, August, 26th, 1805.
Pursuant to the within or above warrant, I have notified
and warned the inhabitants of said town, qualified as there-
in expressed, to assemble at my dwelling house at the time
and for the purposes within mentioned.
NaraTHALI HARMON.
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FirsT TowN MEETING IN HARRISON.

At a meeting of the Town of Harrison held at Naphthali
Harmon’s house on the 26th day of August, 1805, Chose
the following officers:

1ly. Chose Joel Simmons, Moderator in said Meeting.

2ly. Chose Samuel Willard, Town Clerk.

3ly. Chose Samuel Willard, Benjamin Foster, Stephen
Stiles, Selectmen and Assessors.

4ly. Chose Nathaniel Burnham,. Treasurer.

sly. Chose Samuel Scribner, Constable.

‘6ly. Chose Edward Lowell, Simeon Caswell, Ebenezer
Carsley, Nathan Carsley, Rice Rowell, Surveyors of High-
ways. : ,

7ly. Chose John Woodsumm, Surveyor of all kinds of
lumber.

8ly. Chose Levi Perry, Daniel Stone, Peter Gilson,
Fence Viewers.

gly. Chose James Sampson, Edward Lowell, Benjamin
Foster, Tything Men.

roly. Chose Joel Simmons, Jeremiah Palmer, Moses
Chick, Hog Reeves.

11ly. Chose Naphthali Harmon as Pound Keeper.

12ly. Chose Cushing Dawes, Stephen Ingalls, Edward
Lowell, Field Drivers.

13ly. Chose the Selectmen as School Committee.

14ly. Voted that the meetings of the Town of Harrison
shall be warned in the following manner, viz.: That the
Constable shall post up the warrant, or the Selectmen, ac-
cording as the law directs.

15ly. Voted that the meetings in the future shall be
warned and held at Naphthali Harmon’s house till a more
convenient place may be appointed.

ATTEST: SAMUEL WILLARD, Town Clerk.
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MEETING IELD SEPTEMBER 3oth, 1805.

Simeon Caswell, Moderator.
Money raised:

Highways . . . $200.00
Schools . . . 50.00
Defray Town Charges . . 60.00

Chose Nathaniel Burnham, Benjamin Foster, Samuel
Willard, Committee to settle with Otisfield and Bridgton.

Collecting of taxes set up and bid off by John Woodsum
at seven cents on a dollar.

Voted that every School District shall build their own
Schoolhouse.

List or PoLrs IN 1805.

Nathanicl Burnham, Samuel Baker, Ebenezer Bisbee,
Abraham Burnham, Nicholas Bray, Nicholas Bray, Jr.,
Solomon Bray, Joseph Burns, Simeon Caswell, Benjamin
Chadbourne, Ebenezer Carsley, Nathan Carsley, Moses
Chaplin, Moses Chick, Elisha Chick, Joseph Dawes, Cush-
ing Dawes, Jacob Emerson, Jonathan Fairbanks, Jeremiah
Palmer, Benjamin Foster, Levi Gillson, Peter Gillson, Wm.
Gammon, John Gammon, Josiah Goodridge, Jonathan Haz-
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