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PEEFACE.

These " Chapters on Bible-Classes" originally appeared

in the " Sunday School Teacher's Monthly Magazine."

Theii' re-publication in a collective form has been car-

ried out in accordance with many kindly requests.

In dedicating them to all Bible-class teacherswho may
be willing to accept such dedication, the Y/riter cannot

but express the conviction that there is on every side

a call for more volunteers in this particular department

of work. If in other divisions of labour a " missing

link " has been discovered, there is surely, in too large

a number of our parishes and districts, a link missing

between the work of the Sunday School teacher and

the minister,—a link which earnest and loving-hearted

^ , men and women are called to supply. We want more

,*p Bible-classes. We want liairpy Bible-classes. We
^ want them in factory towns and in sea-side watering-

,ac places, and in "new districts," where the very un-
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home-like appearance of all things around makes the

need for a home-like meeting such as a Bible-class

ouMit to be, all the greater. AVe need them in

scattered country neighbourhoods, how sorely those

intimate with such neighbourhoods alone can teU;

we need them beside railway stations, and among our

shops; everywhere, indeed, there is a field for the

exercise of that peculiar influence which, too often

ceasing with the relationships of the Sunday School,

may be so widely used for the extension around us of

the iVIaster's kingdom.

Should the following chapters be the means of

animating to this field of labour some who may be

content from small beginnings to work on hopefully,

because of a living promise accompanying the sowing

of a living Word, the aim with which they are sent

forth will have been in no small measure attained.

Beptemher, 1872.
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CHxlPTERS ON BIBLE-CLASSES.

CHAPTER I.

THE OBJECT AXD STliUCTURE OF A BIBLE-CLASS.

The subject of Senior Bible-classes has been so fre-

quently brought to the notice of earnest workers, that it

might seem superfluous to make it the groundwork of

a series of consecutive papers. But those who, from

taking a keen personal interest in the matter, have

dwelt thoughtfully on chapters already devoted to

its consideration, will probably agree that we have

had, after all, little more than a bird's-eye view of the

subject. We have read of Bible-classes already formed

;

we have seen them in their working aspect ; but the

springs and wheels—the mechanism in its preparation

and more continuous operation—have but scantily been

laid before us ; and we would inquire further. We
would consider the formation and materials of the Bible-

1
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class, the qii<alifieati<)ns and preparation of its teacher.

We wonld not bid it farewell as it disperses on Sundays,

l)ut rather trace its influences as carried on through the

week. The private intercourse between the teachers

and the hearers, the preparations for Adult Baptism,

Confirmation, Communion, all these are topics which

must come before thorough-going workers; and to

these subjects, and to others associated with them, we

would give thoughtful and, it is hoped, suggestive at-

tention.

If the notes here gatliered, resulting from a deep

sense of the blessings granted to a continuous setting

forth of the living Word, with the expectation of power

accompanying it from the influences of a present Spirit,

may serve to remind some brothers or sisters struggling

to carry on Bible-class w^ork against the tide of adverse

influences belonging to a town population, or in the yet

more discouraging stagnation and isolation of many a

country district, that they are not alone in their diffi-

culties, anxieties, disappointments, and successes, but

belong to a company with them bearing precious seed,

and lifting up their eyes imto the hills from whence

cometh help, they will at least fulfil a portion of the

intention with which they are sent forth. It may be,

also, that a notice of ])lans found useful in other Bible-

classes will not I'c Avlthout value to tliose seeking sug-

o-estions for their work from these pages.
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In the present chapter we propose considerin;:^ the

Objects and Formation of an Adult Bible-class.

And, firstly, its ohject.

In a certain sense we may undoubtedly say that one

paramount object can alone be worthily aimed at in

this, as in all other distinctive missionary work. It is

clearly defined in Acts xxvi. 18 : "To open their eyes,

to turn them from darkness to light,, and from the

power of Satan unto God ; that they may receive for-

giveness of sins and inheritance among them which

are sanctified by faith that is in Me."

We desire to convey good imipressions ; but there

we can never be satisfied to remain. We are thank-

ful if we obtain seriousness of attention, observance

of Sunday, church going ; but our aim is far beyond

all these. Conversion^ that actual transaction which

cannot be carried out by proxy, that actual passage

from death unto life, from the power of Satan unto

God, compared with which every other transaction is

immeasurably insignificant, and which takes place

when there is an actual laying of sin upon the Sin-

bearer, an actual acceptance of pardon and imputed

righteousness by the sinner,—this, and nothing less

than this, must for each member of the class be the

object, the prayer, the standard of the Christian

teacher. It is a high standard ; but can it be safely

lowered ? It is a high standard ; but can every Bible-

1—2
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class teacher Avlio reads these lines honestly say that he

or she has so tried to its nttermost the power of faith,

of prayer, and of constant exertion towards its attain-

ment, as to be entitled to ])ronounce it an impossible-

one ? AVe are (^uitc sure that a high, tJie Jiigliest, aim

in our teaching, accompanied though it continually

must be b}' a deep sense of shortcoming, and a keen

perception of every failure, is better, safer, and more

really elevating than a lower standard more visibly

attained. For instance, we think there is cause for

uneasiness Avhen the teacher of a Bible-class, after,

it may be, some years of even attendance on that

department of ministry, is satisfied with saying of

its members, " They know their Bibles better ; they

answer better ; they are more regular than they

used to be." So far good ! But what more ? Is your

object no higher ? Is this all the result, all you

expect from a living Word, from the promise of a

living Spirit, from the intercession of a living Saviour^

amongst those who must live for ever ? Surely there

must be some wide difference between such expecta-

tions and God's promises, betAveen an improvement in

outward observance and " life for our brethren."

Surely by those thus easily satisfied, the " Prove me
now_, if I will not pour you out a blessing," of Him
who is more ready to hear than we to pray, has not

yet been pi-esented for pnyment, not yet tested as a

bond even now waiting to be claimed.
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There are important subsidiary purposes whicli ought

to be fulfilled by a well-organised Bible-class. For

example, as a means of leavening the district or parish,

to ivhich it heloncjs, its value cannot easily be over-

estimated. Teaching received by actual or future

jmrents must influence homes and children. Books

circulated among its members spread the tide of influ-

ence. Visits, following up the general weekly instruc-

tion, bring together in cordial and affectionate inter-

course the teachers and the hearers ; and, as an estab-

lished appendage to the Church and Church ministry,

it may and should furnish from its ranks Sunday-school

teachers, assistant visitors, and helpers in missionary

and other organisations.

The last object upon which we may glance ere

leaving this portion of our subject, is that which we
desire to attain in leading the members of a Bible-

class to realise that, in belonging to it, they each make

one of a communiti/, with common interests, pleasures,

and responsibilities. There is, we are inclined to think,

a feeling amongst most young persons, especiall}^

amongst those separated from their own homes, of

desire to be ''in something"—to belong to some body

or company in which their natural impulses for com-

panionship and interchange of acquaintance shall be

associated with the dignities and freedom of grown-up

life
; and this should be supplied by a Bible-chiss such
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as that to which we aspire, especially if in it the elder

members are willing to care for and interest themselves

in the younger ones. The attainment of this object,

on the basis of Christian fellowship, is in itself well

worth trying for.

It remains to close this somewhat introductory

chapter with a few words concerning tlie structure of ;v

Bible-class.

It is almost unnecessary to observe, at the ver}' out-

set, that locality, more than any other circumstance,,

must tend to decide this matter. The fectory opera-

tives of manufacturing towns, the farmers' daughters

of rural districts, the "young women in business,"

and dressmakers and milliners of the ^Yest End, the

scarcely reached ranks of male and female servants

everywhere— all these, and hundreds of other classes

of the community, are open to loving influences and

kindly guidance.

But generalities are seldom helpful. Let us suppose-

a teacher^ qualified, earnest, and sensible of the import-

ance of the phii), desirous of establishing an adult class.

How shall he enter on the scheme ?

The first nucleus, connnon to most places, is that

furnished b}' hoys and girls too old, or ililnhliKj tliein-

selvcs too old, for the Sunday-school. The Sunday-

school should have " Ko TJioroufjhfare" for its motto.
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The little ones, admitted to the Infant gallery, and to

the study of pictures of Daniel in the Lions' Den, and

Joseph in the Pit, should be found, after Tanny years,

explaining New Testament allusions to Kings and

Chronicles from their ranks in the senior classes,

and ready at sixteen (for too low a standard of age

lessens the dignity of the Bible-class) to be admitted

formally and seriously as adult scholars. And if, ere

conducting them to tlie Bible-cbssroom, it is permitted

to us to glance down the Sunday-school ranks through

which they have passed during the interval, it would

be to warn every teacher lest his or her class should

prove to an}^ child placed in it a gap in the hedge

through which the little ones may be wont to stray

into less wholesome pastures outside the fold carelessly

guarded.

"And then you keep them in the Bible-class till

they are married ?" some inquirer will add.

Why " till they are married?" Why not after they

are married ? until, as is the case in a Bible-class now

particularly in the thoughts of the writer, the feet of

little ones pattering from the Sunday-school are heard

outside the door, as they wait " till Bible-class is over

for mother to come home "—that mother who herself

ten or twelve years ago was in the upper class of their

own dear Sunday-school.

But, not to digress, we have then, rvs a first nucleus,
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the senior scholars of the Sunday-school. It is often

a small one ; in scanty populations a most uncertain

one, since, especiall}^ in the country, the boys and girls

are planted out iu distant service almost as soon as

they have left school. Where, then, shall we look for

further materials ?

At this point the nature of the ])opulation must, of

course, be taken into consideration. It may be that in

some densely-peopled factory district a room will be

tilled to its utmost limits by a single invitation pub-

lished in the work-room with the consent of the mill-

owners. It may be that in another parish an invita-

tion from the clergyman will at once have the effect of

inducing a large number of employers to encourage

their servants to attend such a meeting. But this is

not the general rule. " Pen a j^eit " is for the most

part the teacher's motto in all things ; and we are in-

clined to think that a gradually-formed and gradually-

increasing Bible-class is likely to possess more of the

elements of stability and success than one more sud-

denly and rapidly organised.

It need hardly be said that the countenance and co-

operating influence of the clergyman of the district or

parish should, if possible, be secured. This is as im-

portant on one side as it is, on the other, that the

question of Church or Dissent should, as a test of ad-

mission, never for a moment be introduced. This co-
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operation will generally include permission to make

use of his name as sanctioning requests to employers

for the attendance of their servants, and will almost

invariably invest the position of the class w4th a certain

dignity furnishing an important accession of strength

to the teacher.

Whether thus aided or not, our experience would go

against what may be termed class invitations—those

limiting the attendance to a certain section of society.

Establish a " Servants' Bible Class," and dressmakers

and milliners will, in all probability, hold themselves

aloof^ although housekeepers and upper servants, really

in higher positions than the milliners' apprentices,

miofht be amono- the attendants. Invite " milliners

and dressmakers" especially, and they may, until

reached by an influence which should entirely do away

with such forms of class pride, look askance at the

young under-servants. Have a class nominally for

"young men in business," and a difficulty will arise

in persuading the lads from the stable-yard over the

way to look in, who might yet be led to a decision for

life were they induced to join.

As a general rule, we would try and collect repre-

sentatives of any section in the district whoni we

could persuade to come. A Conjirmation in the parish

w^iU often furnish members. " We are going to talk

about tlie Confirmation at the Bible-class; and as you
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think of being coufirmed, I should be so glad if you

would join us." A judicious district visitor may thus

use the influence of a visit.

Awecli-diiySliig'nig-class is a feodertothe Bible-class,

often telling most materially on its numbers. Let the

former be bright and cheery. Let there be thoroughl}^

pleasant part-songs—glees and choruses, if possible,

with healthy, animating words; and then a shading

off into sacred songs, into hymns, and chants which

will help forward the church singing, together with

some special hymn "for the Bible-class on Sunday."

Those thus enlisted will probabl}^ wish to take their

part when the Sunday arrives ; and, were this paper

intended as a record of personal experiences, instances-

could be furnished of those, thus first induced to join

a Bible-class, who now, after years of attendance, look

back upon their entrance among its ranks as their in-

troduction to all that they most prize for time and for

eternity.

"I came for the singing-class," said one whose pas-

sionate love for music was her sole inducement to join

any of the district meetings, " and then I liked it all

so much, that I thought I'd join the Bible-class too;

but now that my liusbaud and little children don't

leave me time for both, I find I must give up one or

the other."

"And which will you give u}>, Mrs, A. ?"
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" The singing-class, ma'am. It's a great pleasure
;

but the Bible-class has taught me what I never knew

before, and I couldn't miss that now, not for any-

thing."

That was seven or eight years ago ; and Mrs. A. is

in the Bible-class still.

"I wish you'd come down to the Bible-class," was

the conclusion of a " district visit " to Mrs. Johnson,

up at the farm, who maintained a continual indifference

to church, chapel, and every ordinance wdthin reach.

" We should be ver}' glad to see you ; and we've been

having such nice singing lately, you'd like to hear it."

"Well, so they do say. They say you've got it up

wonderful ; and I've been thinking of coming down to

hear you. I always was a one for a noise—always, be-

fore I was married ; and I likes summut lively as muck

as ever."

Accordingly Mrs. Johnson appeared, and continued to-

appear; and it may be interesting to the reader to

learn that her own part in the singing fully justified

her verdict as to her personal taste.

A Lending Library in connection with the class—

a

library made up, not onh' of books which people ougJit

to like, or " books suitable for the lower classes," but

of books which they do like, and will read with plea-

sure, books with sparkle and narrative, as well as sound

Christian teaching— is another tempting auxiliar}-.
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JVotices such as the following, saiit home by the

.school children, or left, with a kind word, by members

of the Bible-class undertaking the work, have been

found very useful in inducing attendance,—at first,

perhaps, from curiosity. It will be seen that they arc

invitations, in words slightly varied, to the same Bible-

class : the first sent to the mothers of the school child-

ren, the second left from door to door by elder mem-

bers of the class, themselves deeply in earnest in the

w^ork. It was found that an invitation, specially ad-

dressed to servants, was received by them more ftivour-

iih\y than a general notice :

—

{General.)

BIBLE READINa FOR WOMEN'.

Yoxi arc cordially iuvitetl to the Bible Reading held every Sunday,

from 2.30 to 3.30, in the Lower Eoom in Market (wardens.

The euti'ance is through the 8t. John's Church Enclosure, by the

passage on the right.

When there is Evening Service at St. John's, tiie Bible TJeading

<lo^s not begin until 3 o'clock.

{To St^rvants.)

The Female Servants of St. John's District, o,nd the adjoining

neighljourliood, are cordially iiivited to the Biljle Class held every

Sunday, from 2.30 to 3.30, in the Lower Room in Market Gardens.

The entrance is through the St. John's Church lOnclosure, by the

passage on the right.

When there is Evening Service at St. John's, the Bible Class does

not be"in until 3 o'clock.
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Succeeding papers may suggest other means of gain-

incr attendance.

It will be sufficient, before closing, to meet with one

word the objection: " Do not you find the mixture of

ages and ranks attended with much difficulty? Do
not the members themselves dislike it ?"

To this there is but one repl}'. The teacher's per-

sonal influence should be sufficient to obviate any such

difficulty. It should not be recognised as an impedi-

ment by any member of the class. Respect, genuine

respect, shown to all, from the dullest and youngest,

to the oldest, attendant, will arouse self-respect and

will gain it from the rest ; and a cheerful countenance,

above all an earnest, loving spirit, reflecting that of

the Master, will shine down and do awa}' with class

distinctions. At least it should do this, by God's help^

—this, and very much more.
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CHAPTER 11.

-PRE-KEQUISITES OF THE BIBLE-CLASS TEACHER.

In the course of a careful consiJeratioii of The

Teacher's Requisites, they have seemed so naturally

to divide themselves into two parts, that the writer must

be excused if, by thus placing them before the readers

of these chaj^ters, a lengthened trespass be made upon

their time and attention. The question cannot but be

regarded as one of deep ]:>ractical importance ; and it

must be evident to all wlio have thoughtfully handled

it, that the form of ministry represented by the charge

and guidance of an adult Bible-class, demands, for its

effective maintenance, i}rev'ioushj-possrsscd qualifica-

iions—a stock-in-trade, so to speak, of p?"C-requisites,

distinct from those working requisites acquired and

•called out in the exercise of the charge itself, and to

be increasingly developed by such exercise. Tliey

are, however, few in number; and that Avliich is

>jf all oth.ors the most important stands, liappily,
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Avithin reach of the liumblest aspirant for its

possession.

What are, then, the ^9/'e-reqnisites for the effective

Bible-class teacher ?

" For spiritual work, spiritual agents
!

" This is a

fundamental principle of one of our chief Missionary

Societies ; and it holds good in all grades of Missionary

work, whether at home or abroad. We know of one

only indispensable pre-requisite for the office of a

Bible- class teacher. Many desirable qualifications

may be considered in their places ; but the one abso-

lute necessity is that which can be furnished only

from on high—that teaching of God's Holy Spirit

which is conversion, the new birth of which the Lord

of Life has said, " He that believeth on Me hath ever-

lasting life." And, therefore, it needs that every

teacher, and very specially each one proposing himself

or herself for this work of Adult Classes, should make

solemn and earnest heart-inquiry as to the reality of

this work of God in the soul.

There may be a sense of the solemnity of eternal

things ; but this is not conversion.

There may be unfeigned desire for the good of

others ; but this does not necessarily imply change of

heart.

There may be willingness to undergo fatigue and

inconvenience in what is called "doing good," and yet
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no life in the soul ; notliiniY but kind and iijenerous

impulse — a pliospliorcsccnce of enero^y, instead of

God's light shining on the face of the waters.

This is, perhaps, hardly the place for entering at full

length upon the subject whicli lies at the root of all

that we can possibly write or say concerning Bible-

class teaching. It may be best touclied by leaving

the following questions, in all their weighty import,

for the consideration of those who may read these

words; and on the pages of their own Bibles they

will find unfailing counsel in their consideration :

—

1. Have I seen myself to be lost,—under sentence of

death,—born under a curse,—guilty before God,—and

of myself unable to save myself ?

2. Have I seen that in my stead Christ, on the cross,

suffered the extremity of the penalty due to my sins

—that He, Himself, bore my sins in His own body on

the tree, thus, having borne the curse for me, setting

me entirely free from its load?

8. Has that transaction passed between me and an

unseen living Saviour which decides my eternity ?

Have I taken hold of His death as m}' own title to

life ? Have T accepted His sacrifice as far me, hearing

Him say, " Hhn that cometh unto me I will in no wise

cast out," and replying wuth my whole heart, " I*amb

of God, 1 come ?"
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4. Have I given myself wholly and entirely to Him
who gave Himself for me ; taking Him as my Loi'd,

my Guide, my Example, my All ; looking for His hand

to lead, and listening for His voice to direct me, and

enjoying that fellowship which is with the Father and

His Son Jesus Christ, and into which we are admitted,

throusrh the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth uso

from all sin ? And have I His service and glory as

my one object ?

These questions are solemn ones, and they are of all

importance. They represent the transition from death

unto life—that real, actual passage from the kingdom

of Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son, which is

entrance into His glorious light. Can they, then, be

passed over ? Oh that every teacher reading these

pages might know the full blessedness of conscious

acceptance and sonship

!

We say of conscious acceptance ; for how can a person

throw out a rope to others sinking in the flood unless

his own standing be firm and secure ? We believe

that half the reason of non-success amongst really con-

verted teachers arises from their not realising the

" strength of their salvation ;" their absolute security

in Christ ; the high position in which those are placed

who stand " accepted in the Beloved." If assurance is

" presumption," then taking God at His word is pre-

sumption, and regarding the Lord's own words, '"'is

2
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passed from death unto life " as a mistake on His part

who has the keys of life and death, is the attitude of

faith.

Oh, why are people willing to lose their birthright

•of assurance when they have the title-deeds in their

•own possession ? You have been translated into a new

region, dear brother or sister, who have laid your sins

on Jesus, and who have given your lives to Him. It

is called the Land of pardon and peace. It is a fair

country; and yet you are willing to stand only just

within its frontier, content to leave unexplored one

point of view after another whence you might see in

fresh lights the extent of your liberties and your privi-

leges—whence you might gain brightest glimpses of the

'Celestial City. " Walk about Zion, and go round about

her, and tell the towers thereof; mark ye well her

bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye may tell it to the

fjeneration follonying ;' and then, from the full con-

sciousness of having come unto Mount Zion, of having

joined yourself to the city of the living God, you will

be able to exclaim, without a shadow of mistrust, and

from the security of her pavilions, "This God is our God

for ever and ever; He luill he our guide unto death."

" I have never, to my knowledge, brought a single

soul to Clirist," is the mournful complaint of one really

trusting in His merits, and saved through His death.

" But, dear friend, have you ever been able to say to
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others, ' I am liappy ; / have found peace ; the fear of

death has been taken away from me ; I know Christ

as a present Saviour ?"

" No, I cannot say all this ; but I can truly say that

I have no trust but in Him."

And is it not often thus, that " no trust except in

Christ " falls very far short of full and realised trust in

Christ ? And yet full and conscious dependence on His

word of welcome can alone enable us to bring others

to " like precious faith with us through the righteousness

of God and our Saviour Jesus Clirist."

" Is it not wonderful that all this should be for you

and me T' said—one Sunday afternoon as they walked

home together—the teacher of a Bible class to one of

the members, herself brought through its means some

years before to the knowledge of Jesus. The subject

had been the safety and glorious inheritance of the

bteliever.

" And yet if we did not believe it we should make

Cod a liar," was the answer.

And so it is. Christian teacher; you cannot be a

happy teacher, and you can never be a really successful

one, unless you are able to say, boldly and fearlessly,

" / believed not the words until I came, and mine eyes

had seen it ; and behold, the half was not told me.^'

" I waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined imto

me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of

2—2
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an horrible pit^ and set riiy feet upoVu a rock, and estab-

lished my goings. And He liatli put a new song in

my mouth, even praise unto our God."

And then " many shall see it and fear, and shall put

their trust in the Lord ;" teachers and hearers tosfether

joining in the chorus meetly following such a strain of

rejoicing: "Blessed is that man that maketli the Lord

his trast."

A jyoicer of symjxttJiy is both a requisite and pre-

requisite for the successful teacher. We do not only

mean sympathy as shown in times of sickness or

sorrow befalling individual members of a Bible-class,

but the rarer qualification of symjmthy in teaching.

The leader of the class should feel himself, while teach-

ing, to be two distinct persons—the teacher and the

taught. He should be able to see unspoken difficulty

in the countenances of his hearers ; nay, more, should

feel a difficulty for them before it has had time to

betray itself in their faces, so that they shall find it

anticipated and smoothed away, it may be, ere taking

a distinct form. Fidgety inattention hardly ever pre-

sents itself as a Bible-class difficulty. It has been left

behind as the lively foe of the Sunday-school teacher.

A sort of earthwork of quiet, orderly stolidity, harder

to raeet than active impatience, is the intrenchment to

penetrate which the Bible-class teacher must exert his

efforts. A single glance directed to where a hearer is
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flapping the pages of his hymn-book, or playing with

7ier gloves, will, in an Adult Class, be sufficient, in all

probability, to put a stop to the inattentive gesture

;

but tact, and sym]3athy, and energy, and inflections of

voice, and changes of manner,— all these, and twenty

other nameless resources, on the pai't of the teacher,

must be called out if the teaching is to tell, and to

carry further than " the song of one that hath a plea-

sant voice, and can play well on an instrument."

It is almost impossible to describe a power which

must be felt rather than seen. St. Paul eminently

possessed it. How he identified himself with the diffi-

culties of his hearers 1 pausing, at each new position in

his arguments, to look back, and to carry up the intelli-

gences of his auditors to his own standing-point, with a

question, or with a summary of the steps already

gained :

—

" What advantage, then, hath the Jew ?" " What

shall we say, then, that Abraham our father hatli

found f " What shall we say, then ? shall we con-

tinue in sin that grace may abound ? God forbid
!"

" Know ye not, brethren (for I speak to them that

know the law).''"' " I say, then, hath God cast away

His people ?" " Thou wilt say, then, the branches were

broken off" that I might be grafted in ! Well, because

of unbelief they were broken oflf." " But some man

will say, How are the dead raised up ?" &c.
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This style of teaching, accompanied, as it evidently

was, by a powerful manner,—the stretching forth of

the hand, the impulsive, winning, "King Agrippa,

believest thou the prophets ? / hioiu that thou

helievest /"—betrays a power of sympathy in teaching

of the very highest order, a power which every teacher

should earnestly seek to acquire. That it can be

acquired, in less or greater degree, we have little doubt.

Close and earnest observation of the needs and dijQB-

culties of one's hearers, combined with a very loving

spirit, and with a strong desire to help, is a good begin-

ning ; and no better school than Sunday-school teach-

ing can be suggested for its culture. That there should

be something of it in possession,—enough to become

very much more,—we are inclined to consider almost

a necessary to success as a Bible-class teacher.

Su2')eriority in social ]}osition, or, at least, hi educa-

tion, if not an indispensable, is undoubtedly a most

important advantage to the teacher. In many of our

northern Sunday-schools there is a spirit of radicalism

which can be met only by these qualifications in com-

bination, until there has been time for the growth of

that personal afiection—we would hope, also for that

reverence for a holy life and purpose— which Avill.

more surely than any other tiC; bind together the

teachers and the taught. Members of the clergyman's

or the squire's family, sons or daughters of the mill-
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owners whose "hands" have souls to be loved and

cared for, teachers from among the resident gentry,

cannot over-estimate the value of a position which it

may be theirs to constitute one of influence for Christ.

Examples from higher stations, of talents, of position

and influence, thus cast into the treasury, are happity

not wanting in our own day.

"I often wish," was lately the observation of

a young woman in whose heart the seed sown,

though it had for some time appeared to lie dor--

mant, had been quickened into life,
—"I often wish

now that his lordship " (referring to the Earl of C.)

" could know all the good his teaching has been to me.

He was my Sunday-school teacher at home, and took

ever so much pains with me ; but I didn't profit as I

should at the time. And now all he tauorht me seemso

to come back and help me on every day."

" I do not come among you as the Right Hon. Lord

Haddo," said the late Earl of Aberdeen—referring, in

an address, to a bill announcing his promise to preside

at a Sunday-school Teachers^ Meeting, " but as one who
has been a Sunday-school teacher ; and I must request

that, if at any future meeting I can be of use to you

by presiding, the advertising notice of it shall be ex-

pressed thus :
—

" The Chair will be taken by a Sunda}'-

school Teacher.'

"

In the long run, however, education and ability, as-
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qualifications for the superintendent of an Adult Class,

will, if combined with Christian lovingness and pur-

pose, have as much weight as superiority of social posi-

tion; probably more. Unconsciously, teaching stamped

with the authority of truth and of superior information

will command growing respect and attention. Indeed,

concerning every gift and accomplishment, all power

of illustration, and form and variety of thought, it may

be generally said that, as around the wire introduced

into the clouded chemical solution there form in-

stantly crystals, perfect in form and delicate in beauty,

so definite imrpose for Christ will attract, and group

around it for the Master's work, all that which might

otherwise lie, useful but unutilised, in heart and mind.

Only let us take as our motto and watchword concern-

ing every social, mental, and intellectual possession,

the dignified and all-constraining "Unto the,Lord,"

and many a power which before we had hardly recog-

nised, and of which, it may be, none around us had

taken knowledge, will present itself to our conscious-

ness crystallised for service.



CHAPTER III.

REQUISITES OF THE BIBLE-CLASS TEACHER.

The _2^r6-requisites of the Bible-class teacher formed

the subject of our last chapter. We now proceed to

consider what we may call the vjorking requisites for

the conduct of such a charge—requirements as needful

for carrying it on successfully_, as the fire and the steam

to the engineer who would guide the train faithfully in

the course laid down for it.

Need we say that far before any other requisite

stands that of expectant iwayev .?

"Will you join a prayer-meeting intended for those

who expect to get what they pray for T Such was

the invitation received a short time ago from a friend,

himself eminent amongst expectant and receiving peti-

tioners. If we were to judge from the tenour of the

New Testament^ with the ''' Ask, and ye shall receive
"

of a living Saviour echoed throughout its pages, would

it not seem that every Christian must, as a matter of
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course, be included in such an invitation? If we
judge from realities—above all, from the weakness of

our own faith—do we not read a contrary testi-

mony?

Expectant prayers are, we fear, comparatively ex-

ceptional amongst us who hold the bond on an inex-

haustible exchequer, "What things soever ye ask in

faith, believing, ye shall receive ;" and yet, assuredly,

ansiuered prayers are the Christian's jewels—gems of

surpassing value laid by for continual reviewal and

estimati(m.

A few lines on this subject from the pen of Arch-

bishop Leighton have always struck us as so full of

beauty and encouragement that we cannot refrain from

introducing them to the notice of our readers :
—

" He
that is much in prayer shall grow rich in grace. He
shall thrive and increase most, who is busiest in this,

which is our very traffic with heaven, and fetches our

most precious commodities thence. He who sends

oftenest out these 'ships of desire,' who makes the

most voyages to that land of spices and pearls, shall be

sure to improve his stock most, and have most of

heaven upon earth."

Shall we not be inclined to exclaim, with the pious

writer in the next sentence, " But the true art of this

trading is very rare ?"

To bring this subject, however, to bear especially on
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the point under consideration, we would urge the

brinsinor to the ear of Him who seeth in secret every

confidence, every detail, every disappointment, every

dawning of hope concerning our Bible-class work. The

thouoiit of beinpf " labourers too^ether with God " is a

marvellous support in such work. " Obtained iwo-

onises " holds high rank amongst the great achievements

of faith chronicled in the 11th of the Hebrews, stand-

ino' in order witli the records of those who subduedo
kingdoms and wrought righteousness.

For us, in our relationship to our Bible-classes, there

is a solemn warning in Samuel's words :
" God forbid

that I should sin in ceasing to pray for you 1" And

the following anecdote, taken from a book which has

had some circulation amongst Sunday-school teachers,

may be here cited, as containing striking encourage-

ment to earnest and expectant prayers ;

—

"A. pious young lady was requested to teach a class of girls in a.

Sabbath-school in New York. She accepted the invitation, and en-

gaged in the work. She was seen to be very earnest, faithful, and

affectionate with her youthful charge. In a little while one scholar

after another became thoughtful, serious, and anxious, until every

member of her class was converted to God. She was then requested

to give up her class and take another in which none of the scholars

were earnest. After due consideration, she consented. She had not

been long in her new class before similar effects were produced, and

ultimately every member of the class cherished hope in Christ. She

was finally induced to give up this class also, and take another class^

of children icho tvere unconvei'ted . She had not laboured long when

precisely the same results as before followed her labours. Every
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scholar in the class became in earnest. Her work was now done. She
fell asleep in Jesus, and entered the rest that remaineth for the

people of God.

"After her death, her friends, on examining her journal, found

the following resolution :
—'Eesolved, that / ic'dl praij once each dcu/

for my class hj name P
*' On looking further into the journal, they found the same resolu-

tion, re-written and re-adopted, with a slight addition, as follows :

— 'Resolved, that I will pray over each member of my class by name,

and agonise in prayer P
" On looking still further into the journal, the same resolution was

found, with a fresh addition :
—

' Eesolved, that I will pray once each

day for each member of my class by name, and agonise in prayer ;

and that I icUl expect a blessing !' "

Very distinct are promises made to believing inter-

cession. If we, who are Bible-class teachers, are fail-

ing to obtain "life for our brethren," is there no

omission lying at our door ? Let us seek to be able in

our turn to write beneath such promises, " Tried and

proved."

Earnest study of the Scriptures is another requisite

upon which chapters, rather than pages, might be

wi-itten.

Some years ago, a clergyman, acting as Deputation

for the Irish Church Missions, preached to an educated

congregation in a fashionable town. In the course of

his sermon, he was led to describe a visit to an Irish

Ragged-school under Protestant instruction ; and, as a

proof of the care with whicli the scholars had been

tauglit, he said, "I asked them what became of the
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bodies of the men slain in IshmaePs conspiracy ? and

the answer was given in a moment. Now," continued

the preacher, " I leave it to each member of this con-

ofreeration, whether he or she could at this instant fur-

nish the reply to that question."

In the Sunday-school, that afternoon, there was a

whispering among the teachers collected before the

opening. " Do you know V " Can you tell ?" " Have

you found out ?"—was passing from one to another.

Suddenly the door of the girls'-school opened, and the

curate—a valued friend of all the teachers—went up^

his open Bible in his hand, to the superintendent's

desk :
" Miss , you are sure to know : do tell me

where it is !" Alas ! Miss could not remember

:

and clerg;y'man and teachers acknowledged to each

other that they had themselves received a lesson not

to be forgotten. We hand on the test to the readerso

of these pages.

We fear that there is, among teachers, a great lack of

knowledge of Scripture as a tuJiole ; and here we are

speaking of critical and head knowledge, to be gained

by force of research and earnest study, rather than of

that supernatural teaching which comes from the

Holy Spirit^s influence, in whose light we can alone

see light.

At a church not very far removed from the one

already mentioned, the incumbent, w^hile speaking one
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day on this subject, remarked, " I wonder which of this;

congregation could at once give a correct list of all the

Minor Prophets !" Many of his hearers acknowledged

to going home heartily ashamed of themselves. If the

Bible is held by us as a revelation from God Himself,

does it not seem incredible that it should be so little

studied ? At a rough calculation, many young ladies

give more than one-eighth of their time to the prac-

tice of music, independently of any other acquirements.

And what is the proportion of time and study devoted

to other amusements and accomplishments, in com-

parison with what is given, and what is absolutely

necessary, for anything mere than a superficial know-

ledge of the Word of God ?

How many of us teachers could draw from memory

a plan of the Tabernacle, with its furniture, illustrating

its types from the New Testament ? How many could

tell the points at which profane history first touches

sacred history, and those at which it crosses and re-

crosses the thread of Scripture narrative ? Could we
readily answer an inquiry as to the respective works of

Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah, and the occasions on

which the ministiy of the latter combined ? Could we
write from memory a connected history of any one of the

five last Jewish kings ? or specify the dates and occa-

sions of the various deportations into captivity, or of the

different distinct missions of the prophets ? Could we
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connectedly account for tlie close of the Old Testament

in the reign of the Persian kings, and the opening of the

New Testament, with Herod of Edom for a king, and

Rome for a sovereign power ? Could we analyse, as a

subject long thought out, the plan of the Sermon on the

Mount ? or give the origin of the Feast of the Dedica-

tion, when Jesus walked in Solomon's Porch ? or write

out in order the history and travels of St. Paul ? or

trace out connectedly through his Epistles the evi-

dences and testimony to his having received direct

teaching from the Lord Himself ?

These tests are not proposed with an idea of dis-

couraging teachers who have not had time or books for

so close a study of Scripture as others more favourably

circumstanced, but rather as opening out subjects

behind which lie important fields of knowledge, yield-

ing rich harvests to the student. Thoroughness is so

important a qualification for all, but most especially for

those desiring the ofiice of a teacher, that it is not too

much to say that a great deal of the disinclination to

the reading of the Bible, which is common amongst

us, is the result of our having so scantily mastered

what we may call the secular study of Scripture.

The Artesian wells must be sunk, often with labour

and difficulty, before a whole stream of refreshing

water rushes from beneath the apparently dry soil for

the reward of the undaunted worker.
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We would advise those who have time^ and who can

by any means obtain the help of proper books, to spare

no pains in acquiring such a knowledge of contempo-

rary profane history as shall be, if we may so call it, a

thorough backbone to their Scripture history; to seek

to o-ain such a knowledsre of the Bible historical books

as shall cause the writings of the prophets to start into

life-like pictures before them of the reigns of kings,

whose lives, sometimes very perplexed, they have dis-

entangled and smoothed out after careful study of the

Kings and Chronicles. The attempt to harmonise our

Lord's history, as given by the four Evangelists, even

though it be impossible to execute it with perfect accu-

racy, will be attended with a great deal of good; and

important assistance may be obtained from well-chosen

books in every department of these studies.

It may be useful to the reader to be told of some

books specially helpful to teachers.

Pre-eminent as a help to critical study of the

Scriptures, stand Smith's Old and Fevj Testa-

onent Histories, in two volumes. Of course many

less expensive books might be obtained, but none

probably reall}^ comparable in the research and

variety of its contents, of a size to be within reach

of most teachers. Eadie's Bible Dictionary, Home's

Introduction to the Study of the Scri'ptures, Cal-

met's Biblical Dictionary, Kitto's Bihle Encyclo-
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pcedia, and many otliers, are most valuable in their way
;

but the modern researches of Rawlinson and others are

in the first-mentioned volumes presented i-eady for use,

in a manner to be quickly grasped by the reader.

The Religious Tract Society's compiled Commentav/j

is excellent ; Matthew Henry's Comonentary gives us,

perhaps, more than others of " the expressed juice of

the grape ''''—the actual essence of the Scripture

thought. It need hardly be added, that Conybeare

and Howson's Life and Einstles of St. Paul is a book

beyond all price for the student of the Acts and Epistles

;

while the J^otes of Lessons published by the Church of

England Sunday School Institute offer to the teacher

advantages and assistance of no common kind.

But more important than this critical knowledge of

our Holy Bible is that supernatural teaching of the

Spirit of God, even now granted to those who seek it.

One may, in the highest respect, be a successful teacher

without the more elaborate scholarly study of the

Bible; but without this last it is impossible permanently

to touch the hearts of others. As for the development

of the invisible ink, in which we now so commonly

write our secret postal messages, light and heat are

needed,—so, for the revealing of the thoughts of Christ

in His Word to the heart of the reader, the lio^ht and

warmth of the Holy Spirit are absolutely necessary.

Otherwise it must be a blank letter, an unread message,

to us all our lives. 3



84 REQUISITES OF THE BIBLE -CLASS TEACHER.

And may not many of us who are teachers testify to

the glories of the spiritual landscape when that Holy

Spirit comes with life and light to " chase the dark

clouds of mist away?"—when the givandeur of Christ's

atonement, and the high dignities of the " accepted in

the Beloved," and the far glimmerings of the glory in

the distance, come into sight, revealed by His own illu-

mination of the Word ? "Our testimon}^, when, having

thus been taught ourselves, we prepare to declare unto

others that which w^e have heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked upon of the Word

of Life, will be that of Dr. Chalmers, in an anecdote,

characteristic in force and interest, belonging to the

period when, he, after long conflict, had passed from

death unto life :

—

" His nearest neighbour and frequent visitor at Kil-

many was old John Bonthron, who, having once seen

better days, was admitted to an eas}^ and privileged

familiarity. In the exercise of this, one day, before the

memorable illness which was the turning-point in the

history of his minister, he said to Mr. Chalmers, * I

find you aye busy, sir, with one thing or another ; but,

come when I may, I never find you at j^our studies for

the Sabbath.' ' Oh, an hour or two on Saturday even-

ing is quite enough for that,' was the minister's answer.

But now the change had come^ and John, on entering

the manse, often found Mr. Chalmers poring eagerly
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over the pages of the Bible. The difference was too

striking to escape notice ; and with the freedom given

him he said, ' I never come now, sir, but I find you aye

at your Bible.' 'All too little, John; all too little f

Tvas the significant reply."

A more than common amount of Perseverance is a

requisite for the Bible-class teacher. Of course this

applies peculiarly to all teachers, and indeed to all who
have any kind of work in the world. But in our

department we know that, as far as human instruction

^oes, the teaching given in the Bible-class is probably

final;—that as in the factory the vessel which has

received, in one department and another, form, and

colour, and patient moulding, remains in the hands and

under the supervision of the final artificers until pro-

nounced ready for service,—so we must unweariedly

seek so to care for, and follow out, the individual case

of each one of our charge, as that nothing shall be

wanting on our part for the preparation of a vessel

•'' meet for the Master's use."

It does requu-e much determined perseverance to

seek to know and teach individually and privately

those less intelligent, or, it may be, unimpressible

members of a class who seem to offer little hope of

being influenced for good. But no class will prosper

unless thus built up—unless each of its attendants is

Able to feel, " My teacher thinks of me, and cares for

3—2
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me, and looks after me, and writes to me, just as if

there wasn't any one but me in the class to think of
^'

Oh, how many instances conld the writer give, from

one Bible-class and another, of the rich return granted

to nnflagging perseverance in following np the teaching*

anion o- the " dull " members of the little band ! and

liow earnest should we be, how persevering in prayer,

that none may go forth from us without having the

stamp of the Master's acceptance and adoption

!

Another requisite upon which we would touch is that

of method in the work. We would pass it over as so

completely a matter of course as hardly to need

mention, were it not that it is a qualification which

should be gradually displayed in Bible-class work.

We require a sort of veiled method, for carrying out onr

plans, and for this reason :

—

The Bible-class is made up in part of scholars passed

on to us from the Sunday-school, who are accustomed

to the clockwork regularity, the carefully marked

register, the firm, methodical rule of Superintendent

and Teachers, and who associate such outward signs of

routine with being "sent to school." But Bible-clnss

attendance generally is, and ought to be, entirely

voluntary, and should be felt as such. Outward

similarity to school routine should be as much avoided

as possible. The respect due to grown-up friends

.should be consciously felt as received from the teacher
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the moment tlie Sunday-scholar crosses the thresliold

of the Bible-class room ; and its members should realise

that to them has come the responsibility of maintain-

ing, by regularity, serious attention, and general

deportment, the dignity of the Adult-class. Give a

imhlic reproof in a Bible-class for late attendance, and

you run the risk of losing the scholar ; make a marked

display of attendance registers, of remembering irregu-

larities of attendance, &c., and gTOwn-up members of

families, married men and women, persons in inde-

jDendent positions, will not come.

But we would not be misunderstood. Underneath

all, and consciously to ourselves,, let there be exact,

although elastic, method. Let lessons be given on the

most methodical p)lans ; only let them at all times be

oapable of expansion and special adaptation. Let

registers be in private methodically kept. Let punc-

tuality on tlie teachei*'s part be unvarying. Let visits

be methodically paid, and correspondence methodically

carried on ; only let such method be felt and not seen,

the framework realised, but not observed, which lies

under all that is loving and indulgent and sympa-

thising on the part of the teacher. The carrying out

of this subject belongs, however, more properly to our

next chapter.

We shall use the expression enthiisiasiii in the

•course of these chapters, and we would venture
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to dwell for a moment on our intention in so-

doinof. Are we \VTonor in our belief that there is amono-

us, as teachers, a want of enthusiasm in our actual

teaching ? There is love—love to Christ and love to-

souls. There is pleading for the Holy Spirit, that the

fire from above may descend upon the work. There

is earnestness. There is self-denial. All these—the

essential requisites—have been through God's good-

ness given to many who will read these pages. But,

in addition to these liigher qualifications, we shall find

that the mixture of spirit, of admiration, of natural

interest, of sparkle, of ardour, of energy, and of every-

thing else which goes to the compounding of that

which we call enthusiasm, will tell a long way in

exciting the sympathy and interest which we so

desire to secure. We must not be content to dwell on

the dignified heights of teachership, but must come

down and learn with our classes, must admire with

them, wonder with them, and enjoy with them. The

secret of the success achieved by a famous captain, in

contrast with the non-success of others, was said to

lie in that, while their word of action was " Go on !
'

his was " Come on !
" and we shall do well to remem-

ber that an honest, natural expression of fellow-feeling

—" Don't you enjoy this passage ?" " Isn't that expres-

sion beautiful ?" " I hope we shall have time for that

verse, for I am longing to come to it !" kindles our

hearers into quick fellow-feeling.
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Sucli vivid interest spreads rapidly from teacher to

learners. In a Bible-class of about eighteen young-

women, held many years ago on Sunday mornings, the

course of instructions was upon the Tabernacle. The

teacher, intensely interested in the subject, spared no

pains in bringing before them the wonderful types

belonging to it, in pourtraying and illustrating every

point of its construction, and in making the slowest of

the class enter. New Testament in hand, into its teach-

ings. Her eagerness spread to its members, and they

studied the subject at home. On a certain Sunday

morning the door of the class-room opened, and one of

the members entered, followed by some others, bearing

with much care a beautifully-constructed cardboard

model of the Tabernacle, with its court, outer court,

altars, laver, &c., made entirely by herself, and with no

guide but her Bible and her teacher's instructions ; and

this she gratefully presented as an acknowledgment of

her own and her companions' appreciation of the

Tabernacle lessons. The same subject was being ex-

plained in the Boys' Bible-class^ and news of the model

spread to its members. One of them, the son of a

carpenter, not to be outdone, and keenly interested in

his own teacher's explanation, set to work on a yet

more elaborate construction, and proudly presented her

with a wooden model, perfectly proportioned, as the

esult of his labours.
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Notliing of the real dignity of the teacher will be

lost b}^ this fervour in teaching, which binds into a

union of feeling both teacher and hearers. Neither

will an occasional gleam of humour, kindling a smile

throughout the whole class, if at a proper time and

under the teacher's complete control, detract from the

reverence due to tlie day and the occasion. On the

contrary, a quick ripple of smiling appreciation, fol-

lowing some illustrative anecdote, often breaks the

dead calm of respectful stolidity ; and a sudden, touch

of humour Hashing into the class will not unfrequently

furrow up the line of dull earth which seemed to resist

tillage, leaving it ready for softer and gentler influences.

For we are so constituted, so sensitively moulded

—

heart vibratino- to heart, and strino- to strino-—that the

realisation of our human kinship must underlie and

enter into every part of our teaching, if it is to be

lasting and binding.

It only remains to add, that the all-important requi-

sites of deep heart-felt love and lovlngness (for there is

a distinction) are so obvious and so pre-eminent, that

they are only touched upon in conclusion as summing

up all remaining qualifications for the Bible-class

teacher, as well as having been implied in every one of

those pre-requisites considered in our last chapter.

Close converse and intimate union Avith our present

Lord must result in such a loving reflection of His

imairc as shall draw our li carers to His side.
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" What has made you want to be a real Christian 1"

was the question once asked of a Eible-class atten-

dant who called late one night at her teacher's house,

the one burden of her visit being, '' I want to be a

real Christian, and I don't seem to know how I"

"It's seeing how happy they all look in the Bible-

class who can say they've found Jesus," was the

answer.

And should not this be the testimony concerning all

of us who would win souls for our Master ? Should

not our love, sympathy, earnestness, joy and peace in

believing, gain for us from those whom we teach the

same testimony ? should not they thus " take know-

ledge of us, that we have been with Jesus T



42

CHAPTER IV.

ON THE BEST METHOD OF CONDLXTING A BIBLE-CLASS.

The best time for holding the class will, of course, be

decided by local circumstances, and, if assembled on

Sunday, by the hours at which Church service is held.

When the larger number of Bible-class members

attend Afternoon service, the best time will probably

be that immediately preceding its commencement, so

that there shall be a general move to it from the

Bible-class room. More fortunately are those circum-

stanced who, from the opportunity of attending Even-

ing service, have the undisturbed afternoon before them,

and who thus avoid a certain measure of hui'ry, and a

crowding of ordinances which almost always attends-

the holding of a Bible-class immediately before church.

As regards the length of time which may be wisely

apportioned to its exercises, we would incline to the

ojDinion that it should not be less than an hour, nor

more than an hour and a quarter.
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As regards the lolace of meeting, there will generally

he circumstances determinino- the matter in each indi-o

vidual case. We would only advise that the Bible-

class room should, if possible, be entirely separate from

the school, unless the class be held at a time when

there is no school going on, and when, consequently,

the school-rooms are available for use. If held in a

private room at the Rectory, or at some country house,

we would advise that the place of meeting should be

as near as possible to the outer door, and as much as

possible a jxtris/i room. Easy access, a boarded floor,

comfortable forms, and the various accessories of a

place of common interest, will induce many to attend

Avho would shrink from " looking in for a Sunday,"

by way of experiment, were there the many passages,

the mahogany chairs, the pier-glasses, and carpeted

floor, and a measure of "best room" state in their

ideas attaching to the furniture of an ordinary dining-

room. It may be, however, in some parishes a neces-

sity that the Bible-class should be held in a class-room,

and at the same hour as the Sunday-school. Should

such be the case, every pains should be taken by the

teacher to let its members feel that they have passed

as real a boundary as if half a mile intervened between

the buildings—that they have stepped into a com-

munity of which the dignity is thoroughly respected,

a community bound by voluntary attendance only.
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held together by mutual love and desire after one high

object, and u^^on which devolves the responsibility of

individually and collectively supj^orting the teaclier in

his work, and maintaining the tone and influence of

the class.

In some schools there is a habit of uniting the

Adult class with the ordinary school-classes for the

opening hymn and j^ra^^er. If the Bible-class consists

only of ex-scholars there may not be indiscretion in

such a plan ; but we doubt whether outsiders—young

men and young women sensitive to a laugh at their

*' going to school again," or fathers and mothers of the

children—would ever be induced to join adult classes

thus opened ; and the teachers of such classes must

iicquire, if they are not already fortunate enough to

possess it, an intuitive perception for a whole assort-

ment of " feelings," some of them very foolish, and,

consequently, very strongly rooted, which will only

melt away before a sunshiny lovingness, and a keenly

reciprocated personal respect show^n to, and felt hj,

every member of the class.

It need hardly be added that the entrance to the

Bible-class room should never be through the Sunday-

school. Ease of access from without is a requisite

which sounds trifling to the inexperienced teacher

only. Those who have been long in the work know

what an inducement to that all-important step, a first
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attendance, is a door opening into the street, and will

give every opportunity for an undecided listener, per-

haps afterwards to become an earnest and reo-ular

attendant, to " slip in unbeknownst." " I made up
my mind to come," was the confession, after years had

passed by, of such a hearer, who half stealthily crept

into a Bible-class, open to all, induced to go and seo

what it was like from having taken an interest in the

teacher, frequently encountered out of doors :
'' I

wouldn't have gone if they hadn't said I could slip out

if I didn't like it, and no one would take any notice.'*

It pleased God that this first attendance should be the

first step towards the knowledge of a Saviour, who^

through the teaching of that Bible-class, revealed

Himself to the furtive inquirer. That hearer, now a

devoted and most successful missionary labourer^

through the week engaged in bringing the gospel to

jDOverty-stricken courts and close alleys, and still

Sunday by Sunday to be found in the class at first

thus furtively joined, is now one of its oldest members,

and to its teacher and members brings an influence

and example which have proved to them a constant

help and blessing.

We have now arrived at the actual point of con-

ducting the proceedings during the hour of attendance.

And before entering upon this part of our subject, we
may, perhaps, be permitted to refer to the remarks in
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the chapter immediately preceding concerning the

method and system desirable for a Bible-class. We
there observed that any conspicuous display of rules,

or imposing production of registers and systematic

machinery, ought to be avoided in the management of

an adult class. But. on the other hand, we would say

to every teacher, let your books be privately kept in

the most orderly and systematic manner possible,

—

your roll of names, and a yet more private book with

personal notices of visits to and from members, together

with a supplementary list of those leaving the class,

with their addresses. In a large class, numbering, say,

from thirty upwards, it would be nearly impossible to

be certain of accurately noting individual attendance

without a regular calling over ; but a teacher with a

quick C3^e and memory will generally be able to write

down memoranda immediately afterwards sufficient as

a guide for visits to non-attendants, inquiries as to

sick members, &c.

It is a good plan to make one member respon-

sible in such a Bible- class for quietly, and without

attracting notice, counting, Sunday by Sunday, the

numbers present, and reporting them to the teacher

;

but a regular calling over wiU give a certain Sun-

day-school air to the proceedings; will make those

who have been unable to come in time feel shy at

rppearing, or choose the alternative of staying away

altogether, if prevented by business fi'om amving
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before the opening prayer; and will often, by its

publication of names, cause some sensitive or undecided

ones to renounce ever}^ idea of attendance " if their

names are to be read out loud before all the rest."

In one Bible-class, numbering more than a hundred

members,and which has been established for many years,

the names are twice a year read over bythe teacher some-

what in this fashion :
—

" Before we part, I must ask

if you will kindly help me to correct any mistake which

may have crept into the class list, which, as j^ou know,

I am anxious to keep correctly. It would be a great

disappointment to me if, through any fault of mine,

I should omit to send an invitation to our tea party to

any member ; and as I was away for two or three weeks

in the spring (or autumn), it is quite possible that some

mayhave gone or some come without my having entered

the names. I need hardly say that the names are

always entered in the order in which members join

the class." The names are then rapidly read, fellow-

servants or friends present helping the teacher to make
any corrections, and a perfectly faultless list is ready

for fresh copying. Copies of the roll of names are also

kept by two or three of the longest established and

leading members of the class, who visit amongst the

rest, and who amongst themselves and each other con-

duct a little association for working for the very poor.

This proof of the teacher's assurance of their symj)athy
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and co-operation is much valued ; and the possession

of a class-list enables them to help out many a plan

for the good of all, and to assist very materially in the

work of looking up absentees.

The question will at this point arise, " Is it not very

possible that there may thus be in actual attendance at

a large Bible-class some who have never been regularly

admitted by the teacher ? And would not such irre-

o'ular attendance be ao^ainst one's ideas of order and
to o

good management ?"

The answer to this is simply that such an attendance

of irregulars is actually recognised in the class of which

mention has been made. Every Sunday there are

some present, invited often by the members them-

selves, who are perfect strangers to the teacher, but

who will probably remain such for a short time only.

This -zf^imethod is rendered methodical by a very

simple expedient. Entering the name, popularly

termed "johiing,'' is regarded as a very definite trans-

action ; and it is perfectly well known that, once this

has been done, the teacher recognises a new and full

relationship to the new member. Until they have

thus "joined," those in a sort of uncovenanted relation-

ship to the class will not be invited to the annual or

bi-annual festival, will not receive the much looked-for

New Year's letter, and will only be regarded as friends,

cordially welcome, but not of the class. " So and so
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cati^t join, for she is only to be in the place for a few

weeks," is frequently a form of introduction to the

teacher, when the class is over, and those wishing to

give in their names are invited to stay back ; "but I

knew I might ask her, from you, while she's with us."

It need hardly be added how cordially such apparently

chance comers are welcome, while that they have been

in rea,lity no cltance comers has been sho^vn by the

fact that from many thus attending lettei'S have long

after been received, in which, recallino^ themselves to

the memory of the teacher, they have added that

their introduction to a new life of faith and peace

dated from that short Bible-class attendance, to all

appearance casual and accidental.

A hymn—if possible prepared, and conducted in

parts by a Bible-class choir—is the best opening.

Those who have been detained by home duties, or the

claims of ser\dce, to the last moment, are less shy of

coming in late when eveiy one is standing up and

singing; and as, except diiving prayers, late comers

can always steal into seats near the door left vacant to

the last on purpose, the latest will probably have

arrived before the short opening prayer for a blessing

—the brief, earnest entreaty that the Master will be

true to His promise, will not forsake His engagement

to come dowTi to meet those gathered together in His>

name.
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The Scripture lesson should always be read by the

teacher. The assurance that "no one is expected to

read a word if they don't like," has brought many to

attend a Bible-class who would never have entered the

doors had there been a loop-hole for the possible dis-

play of " bad scholaring." Besides, educated reading,

marked inflections of voice, and changes of tone and

manner, will enable the hearers to grasp the meaning

of the passage much more readily than if broken up

into fragments by ten or twenty readers, each looking

ahead for long words either for display or dreaded dis-

comfiture.

And now comes the inquiry, " Would you ask ques-

tions, and expect answers, in an adult Bible-class ?"

"Most certainly," we would reply: "questioning in

and questioning out,". is an essential to such teaching,

if it is to be teaching actual and tangible. But let it

be remembered that of all the departments of the work

requiring skill and delicate handling the catechetical

instruction of the adult class requires the most. It is

well, in the arrangement of seats, to manage that, as

far as possible, the young people freshly admitted from

the Sunday-school should occupy the circle, one or two

deep as the case may be, immediately fronting the

teacher. They are accustomed to fearless answering

and will not be discouraged by an occasional mistake.

Seeing tliat they answer and " come right," will pro-
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T^ably induce others to venture a reply, when a general

question is thrown out by the teacher. General ques-

tioning is bad in a Sunday-school, but often best in an

adult class, where an individual question should never

Ibe asked unless the teacher is sure of the answerer.

A public failure in answering a question will sometimes

seal the lips of a member from that time forth, while

the discovery that the right answer has been success-

fully given, with the cordial assent of both teacher and

class, will start a hitherto silent listener on a career of

interested and responsive attention, and, little by little,

the habit of replying will spread from one to another.

Many an answer_, not sufficiently clear and defined to

pass in a school class, should be accepted and placed

in a favourable light by the teacher. Many a Bible-

class attendant has not half the readiness and informa-

tion of a regular Sunday-scholar, and comes with a

mind dulled by hard work, and rusted by want of

exercised faculties. The teacher should have tact and

sympathy to feel with that particular hearer, and to

present him with a first step out of a general chaos of

thought in the form of a question in which he cannot

help coming right.

The face and form of a certain Mrs. G come be-

fore us, who, week by week regular at a Bible-class,

had invariably contented herself with the teacher's

understood assurance that nobody should answer un-

4—2
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less they liked, and had listened to the younger folks^

eager replies without troubling herself further. The

subject was from James v. 7—11, " Be patient therefore^

brethren
;
ye have seen the end of the Lord," &c., and

an illustration of the Lord's working out good by un-

likely ways, and out of what we should call adverse

circumstances, was drawn from a little child watching

its mother makino- bread. The illustration was a

liomely one ; but all the servants and mothers in the

room were keenly alive to its approj^riateness, as the

teacher described the child thinking its mother must

be making a mistake in preparing the dough, so unlike

light and well-risen bread, in using salt, bitter yeast,

the burning oven^ Szc, and Mrs. G 's face showed

her interest.

" And then what comes next—the salt or the yeast ?'*

inquired the teacher, as she described the process.

" Mrs. G , don't let me make a mistake."

" The salt, ma'am—the salt next," eagerly interposed

Mrs. G , modestly conscious that, " come to bread,,

she could tell what was what," and who, from that

day, was seldom shy of replying to a question.

We remember a rough country lass who, having-

been sent by her mistress to a Bible-class, listened

for some time with an open-mouthed stare to all

that went forward. For one or two weeks she came,

alwaj's in a species of full-blown amazement, as she
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liiirried from the kitchen fire, & mass of unkempt hair

blown np round her face^ her bonnet falling back, and

her eyes showing ever new astonishment as she found,

from the kind reception by all in the class, that she

was expected and welcome, and, still more, that reli-

gion seemed to have somethincr in it for her—some-o o

thing that she could understand, and that might go

into her own rough kitchen life. No individual ques-

tion had ever been addressed to her ; as a failure would

have been more than probable, and the rough girl was

shy and sensitive. But one day, as the description

was being given of the two disciples being sent into

Jerusalem to prepare the paschal supper, and as, from

previous instruction, the teacher prepared to ask con-

cerning the lamb which they would have to make

ready, she inquired, " And now, what would St. Peter

and St. John have to do first ?"

" Cotch it 1" was the eager reply of the poor girl,

who for the first time plunged into the subject, and

who looked in an instant shyer than before, as the im-

pulse furnished, probably, by a reminiscence from her

<;ountry village, prompted her to answer.

Nothing but the most determined gravity on the

part of the teacher would have checked the smile

rising into a laugh on the faces of some of the younger

ones. But Ellen was quite . reassured by the answer

:

•*' Quite right, Ellen : nothing could be done until they
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had got tlie lamb, and to get it was the first thing

;

only, as spotless lambs had been already set aside for

sacrifice, they would have been able to get it without

much trouble."

From that hour Ellen was an eager listener, and,

when she was pretty sure of coming right, an answerer

also. The next time, the subject having been resumed

previously to entering on the fulfilled type, the ques-

tion was asked, "And what did we notice last time

that they were to be very careful about in preparing

the lamb for roasting ?"

There was hardly time for the question, before

Ellen's round face kindled into an " I remember " ex-

pression, as she put in, " Warn't to splinter not a bone

of it;" and was radiant when a "Quite right ''^ con-

firmed her as a successful answerer.

There are two or three sorts of questioning which

should be successively used in a Bible-class—the first

almost infantine in its simplicity, but which will lead

on successfully to the next : What do we call this par-

able ? What do we mean by prodigal ? How many
sons had the father ? What do we know of the coun-

try to Avhich the youngest went ? &c. As in lighting

a fire, the paper first catches the flame, which then

spreads to stronger material, so this easy questioning-

will lead on to inquiries needing more thoughtful an-

swers: What are these three parables intended to
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teach ? What sorts of people were listening to Jesns

as he spoke to them ? Can you see a difference be-

tween the two fii'st parables and the last ? In the two

first we have a picture of the finder seeking what was

lost ; but what do we have in the third ? And then

will follow from the answer, " The lost one seeking to

be restored/' the earnest appeal in which the hearers

have the great love of the Father brought before them,

the welcome to heart and home set forth as for them-

selves.

Before^ however, leaving the subject of questioning,

it should be observed that, as a matter of course, this

process will begin with questions as to the lesson of

the previous Sunday. " Taking up the stitches " is too

important a process ever to be neglected ; and much

would be lost to absentees from the preceding lesson,

and to many with short memories, were the teacher to

omit doing it at the very first, thus starting the new

subject from foregone instructions.

The last twenty minutes of the Bible-class lesson

should be, to our thinking, wholly dedicated to an

address and connected exposition from the teacher,

who will have furnished himself with anecdote, illus-

tration, and explanatory store during the week's pre-

paration. How earnest, how loving, how pleading,

how solemn, this concluding portion of the teaching

should be, can be felt only by those who have them-
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selves realised how solemn a tliincr it is to live, how

solemn a thing to die, and who are vividly conscious

that to his hearers the Gospel must come as a matter

of life and death.

Some clear-pointed lesson, some earnest thought

definitely to be carried away—" to be put under the

pillow at night and taken out in tlie morning"

—

should always be left with the hearers. A plan found

very helpful and uniting in one Bible-class, is that of

taking a motto for the week, which teacher and

hearers agree to adopt, and with which they frequently

greet each other when meeting out of doors or in

private—a sort of password, giving a sense of union

and of enlistment in the same company. Such mottoes

have from time to time been—" Unto the Lord;''

^'Looking unto Jesus;'' "My helj) cometh from the

Lord;" " We serve the Lord Christ ;" " We seek a city
;"

'' He liveth for evermore ;" ''The Lord is risen;" "/

/dso overcame;" " Walk vjorthy of the Lord." Sec.

The choice of the closing hymn will often give the

teacher the opportunity of showing a little individual

remembrance of the circumstances of one or another of

the class. " William, you will be far away next Sunday :

you must choose our liymn for us to-day, that we may
remember which was your favourite." " Mary, tliis is

the first time you have been able to come since your

illness: you must choose the hymn this afternoon;"
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and if William or Mary are shy or embarrassed, in a

moment they will be put at their ease, and gratified

also, by the suggestion—" I think you like this one, do

you not ? Would you like us to sing this ?"

The closing prayer ^vill sum up the subject of the

lesson, and in it, ere its conclusion, the teacher will

remember the sick and absent members of the class,

those in special need. Confirmation candidates, «fcc.

It iswell to have it understood that heremains behind

for entering names, inquiries after sick or absent mem-

bers, and for the various small transactions generally

needing attention at the conclusion of the proceedings.

Where there are long-tried and earnest Christian

members in a Bible-class, a short after-meeting of

about ten minutes, in which they will themselves unite

with the teacher in prayer for each other and for the

class, will be found a most uniting and powerful means

of usefulness and progress. It has been truly said,

" Good prayers never come weeping home."

©pening ox Closing W)mm
ior Sunday Schools, Teacher's Meetings, Adult Bible Classes, d'c.
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Sa-viour, be with us wo

Oil, for a blessing to-day !

A blessing on all we may hear
;

")

[or; have heard ;] j

Jesus, be with us, we pray,

In Spirit and power draw near.

[or, And order our steps in Thy word.]

Sin and transgression we bring,

Unbiirdening our load at Thy feet

;

Only for pardon we cling

To Him at whose j)romise w^e meet.

Hungry and thirsty, we flee

To One who restoreth the soul

:

Seeking our refuge in Thee,

Thou Saviour who makest us whole.

Oh, for a message of peace I

A word from Thy lips to each heart

;

Doubts and misgivings shall cease

If Jesus His presence impart.

Oh, for a blessing to-day !

Since, Lord, at Thy word we have come ;

Send us not empty away.

E'en now let each heart be Thy home !



CHAPTER y.

THE HOUK SET APART.

The Sunday instruction is by no means the limit of

the teacher's duties and responsibilities. On the con-

trary, it will be increasingly found that the work

ramifies into channels of thought and sympathy so

numerous and varied, that the head of a large Bible-

class will realise, as years go on, that, to carry out his

work thoroughly and effectively, he must regard it as a

distinctive calling, involving many an hour of week-

day labour and correspondence, and a dedication to

the Master's service of much which will by no means

cost him nothing.

The periodical visitation of its members will, of

course, be regarded as a necessary corollary to the

Bible-class teaching, the subject then discussed forming

often the topic of more close and personal conversation

than is possible on the Sunday. The individual know-

ledge thus gained by the teacher, of the homes and
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occupations of those by whom he weekly finds himself

surrounded, will enable him to fashion the Sunday's

lesson with special reference to their needs, ti'ials, and

difficulties, so that the bow shall seldom be drawn at a

venture.

It would be almost superfluous to write in this place

concerning visits to sick members, efforts to find suitable

situations for those who may be out of place, or con-

cerning the unwearied remembrance of little, as well

as great, needs, which should carry the conviction to

each member of the class that "my teacher never

forgets." All these go to strengthen and deepen the

work that we seek to render work for eternity. It

is rather of those who cannot be visited in their own

homes—of those in service who would be unable to

receive their teacher in their master's house, or among

other servants—of those in business who are at their

trade and in tlic worksho]:), behind the counter, or at

the sewing-machine, from morning till .night, that we
would now speak ; of those who, separated from their

own homes, and busy amongst strangers in their daily

emjDloyments, need^ even more than they otherwise

might, the sympathy, personal intimacy, guidance, and

counsel, of an earnest teacher.

On behalf of such attendants at the Bible-class we

Avould advocate the adoption of a plan which has been

found to command results of no small importance—that
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of an hour being set apart by teachers, during which

they shall at their own houses be accessible, and, yet

more^ avowedly awaiting visits from its members : an

hour when the door shall stand open to them and to

them only, and which they may be led to regard as

their property as entirely as that devoted to the

Sunday instruction in the class-room.

The effective workino^ of this arranoement will

probably require some self-denial on the part of the

teacher, as it will most certainly call for tact, delicacy,,

and peculiar powers of setting shy visitors at their ease
;

but the hour thus devoted may bring an interest of

results which—and these words are written from a

conviction following long experience of the plan

—

eternity alone will reveal. To this may and should

belong that close, heart-to-heart intercourse which in

many an instance has led, by God's blessmg, to life-long

decision for Christ.

The time thus set apart should, if possible, be in the

evening. Practically, no qther would be available for

servants, or for young persons in business. Some pru-

dent reader may be mcKned to say :
" Will not inviting-

young people to come through the streets in the evening-

lead to mischief V And our answer is, " Will it not

be better that they should come to the house of their

teacher, to meet the kind welcome, the earnest sym-

pathy, the help upwards, of a true friend, than that they
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should find tlieir way to other friends less sure, or go

to other houses less helpful ?" It is their only spare

time ; and the very willingness to overcome the shy-

ness attendant on a first visit, at least, to their superior

in station, is an evidence of such a desire after some-

thinor hiorher and better than the surroundings of their

ordinary life, as will almost certainly keep them from

abusing the opportunity thus given.

It may be well to say publicly in the Bible-class, " I

wish all the friends here to remember that I am at

home in the evenings from half-past seven to nine (it

may be) to any who may like to come and see me. I

hope all who wish to do so ivill come. There are many

little difliculties which one or another of you may have,

and of which we could not talk before others, in which,

perhaps, you might be helped, if we were to be alone

toorether. Besides, I find I can make friends better

with each one after a chat in my own room." Plea-

sant words like these, with a smile of anticipatory

welcome, will encourage many a member of the Bible-

class who has longed for such an invitation, to take

advantage of it ; and probably it will not be long

"before the familiar announcement of " a young person

wishing to speak to you," will be heard, while the

teacher, as the specified hour approaches, wonders as to

whether the invitation will be accepted.

And now as to the conduct of such interviews.
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Afc the very outset, we would venture to say to every

teacher not as yet at liome in such a plan, Eemember

your own feelings at the very shyest moment of your

life. Try and recall what you felt when you were very

young, and went on your first visit from home ; or when

you had to make your first call by yourself, and were

asking yourself, all along the passages, what you should

say to account for your appearance . And then multiply

all those sensations as much as you please, if you would

realise to yourself the feelings ofembarrassment against

which, very probably, your evening visitor is struggling

in answer to your invitation.

In the first place, see that your servant is prepared

to open the door to an expected guest who is to be made

immediately welcome. It goes a long way to quiet

Jane's anxieties, after ringing the bell, if she is met by

the maid with a kindly welcome, with a cordial " Come

in ; Miss A. will be so glad to see you ; she was saying

she hoped some of the class would be coming to see

her this evening:" and while she is thinking to herself

in the passage how she ma}^ best excuse herself, now
that she is fairly launched upon her visit, a sense of

being expected will at once begin to reassure her.

It need hardly be said that, as a matter of course,

she will find herself alone with her teacher. No one

with the least comprehension of the delicacy and the

importance of visits such as these, would dream of sub-
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jectiiig ii shy visitor to the confusion of finding herself

unexpectedly called to account for her appearance

before others ; nor should she have to do this in any

case. No greater mistake could be made than to meet

a member of the Bible-class who has been induced to

make the effort of coming on her own account for help

and sympathy, with the greeting, however kindly

meant, " Did you wish to speak to me ?" " What is

it that you wished to say to me ?" Such a form of.

accostino' our visitor, throwino- the onus of the under-

taking immediately upon her, would, in all probability,

seal her lips. Rather should the teacher at once

assume and maintain it. "I am so glad you have

come to pay me a visit in my own little room, Jane I

I was hoping you would, for almost all my friends know

it, and I like my Bible-class friends to know their way

to it always. Isn't it pleasant and snug ?"

Jane shyly, but much relieved that her teacher's

apartment, and not her reason for seeking it, has come

first under discussion, says that '' it do seem very quiet

and pleasant."

" And I must show you my pictures, Jane ; I hope

you are fond of photographs, for some of these are great

favourites of mine." And the teacher will, perhaps,

take her candle and point out some of those hanging

on the walls, telling their stories in a few Avords to her

visitor, who begins to feel increasingly at her ease.
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" This is a picture of Mr. E., our clergyman. Isn't

it a good likeness ? And this is where we used to live.

Look here at that little garden-walk, and at that

arbour, or at those woods on the hill. That was my
favourite walk," and so on.

And after a time the pictures, and the little

glimpses into her teacher's own life—the confidence,

perhaps, as to those woods having been a place of

meeting with a Saviour's love, or as to that arbour

having been associated Avith happy readings of other

daj^s, or as to that little photographed grave being

the resting-place of some dear brother or sister, " not

lost, but gone before "—will bring to the visitor's mind

the conviction, more felt than realised, that after all she

and teacher are at one about some sorts of things:

Miss A. had an old home which she cared for, and so

had she ; and likes photographs, and so does she ; and

by-and-by, when the pictures have come to an end,

and when the question naturally seems to follow,

'' And now I should so much like to know about your

home before you went out to service—was it in the

country ? Are your parents there still ? Have you

any picture of it or of them, for if you have, I hope

you will let me see them one day;"—^by-and-by, and

when her tongue has been thus unloosed, she will find

herself talking more freely than she had ever thought

to speak to one whom she had before known compara-

5
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tively at a distance ; and the description^ helped out

by a fe^Y kind questions, of her village Sunday-school,

her country home, and the number and callings of

brothers and sisters, will furnish a series of confidences

the very utterance of which will pave the way to that

union and interchange of sympathywhich should belong

to the close relationship of the teacher and the taught.

And then after a time those confidences will take a

deeper tone :
" It is a great pleasure to me to see you

at the Bible-class on Sundays, Jane ; I am sure you

must try very hard, to be able to attend regularly."

And Jane, it may be^ answers that " she'd try harder

still, rather than miss ; that it do seem more home-like,

and more kind of for helping one through one's work,

every time you go."' And then will follow the earnest

inquiry, " And how is it with you, dear sister ? Could

you feel that you knew something of what we were

speaking of last Sunday, of the peace which belongs

to those who have found Jesus—who have heard Him
say. Thy sins are forgiven thee ? Have you felt that

sin-burden—that something between you and Him
which I knew, too, until I laid my sins on Him, and

took Him at His word, and was made whole T
We will not cjo further; Jane is no lono^er thinkinfi^

what she shall say, or whether her teacher will think

her " taking a liberty " in coming. She has felt the

power of true, loving, earnest sympathy, and her story
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is told—the feeling that she has " tried the best she

could, and don't seem to get right ;" that " ever since

that day at the Bible-class when you spoke about our

building on the rock, and not on the sand," she has

been wanting to get hold of Jesus^ and to build upon

what He did for her ; but her prayers " don^t seem to

get no higher than the ceiling," and she " don't seem

to get any sure hopes." And the teacher's work is

before her—to help a sister soul straight to the Lord

—

to show her, by the most simple illustrations, the mean-

ing of Christ's substitution : in the sinner's stead, the

necessity of taking Him completely at His word, the

simplicity of that transaction which yet is the one

transaction for eternity, the laying the sins upon Him,

the receiving the pardon, invisible but sure, from a

Teal living Saviour, invisible and very sure ; and after

a while the two are too;ether before Him, kneelinor

hand in hand in His presence, pleading His love,

bringing the cause of the weary-hearted to Him who
was Himself weary ; and the hour set apart has not

been in vain.

" It was my birthday night," said to her teacher one

thus brought to the Lord, and afterwards called to

years of active service in the missionary field
—" it was

my birthday night, that dark December night when I

felt so ashamed to come and see you, and yet I did

come ; and you said you was so glad to see me ; and
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you showed me all that was meant in those worcls^ ' the

Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of iis all,' and I

took Him at His word and believed it was for me, and

came to Him, and He pardoned me. I neverforget the

day when it comes round."

It mil be well to have in store a supply of leaflets,

cards, little books—all attractive in appearance—con-

stituting short and impressive memorials of visits such

as I have been describing, and perpetuating their in-

fluence. There are few teachers who will not for

themselves have made a selection of those best suited

to the purpose.

Youths are shyer than young women in coming to

the houses of their teachers ; and Bible-class teachers

of both sexes will often find it expedient to invent

some device for giving to members of their classes a

definite pretext for a visit such as we have described.

It has been found a good plan, for mstance, at some

annual distribution of books, such as may have taken

place at Christmas or the New Year, to say to the

class, "I have not written any names in the books,

because I want you to bring them to me that I may
have the pleasure of a visit from you when I do so.""

The receivers will, probably, feel their presents incom-

plete until the names are written in the books, and

will feel it in a sense due to the giver to bring them

;

and the teacher should know how to improve the
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opportunity to such advantage as to make tlie evening

visitors anxious to repeat the call. To find themselves

received as respected and welcome guests, treated with

delicate consideration, admitted to the confidence of

their teacher as a true friend^ and thanked, at shaking

hands on parting, for their visits, will be to find them-

selves raised in their own self-respect, and, in many

•cases—more than will ever be known here—helped to

the Friendship, of which all earthly friendship is but

a type, the Fellowship which is with the Father, and

with His Son Jesus Christ, for those who have realised

in their own experience that the blood of Jesus Christ

<ileanseth us from all sin.

The writer cannot close this paper without a word

of apology to very many who may justly regard them-

selves as abundantly capable of conducting interviews

with the members of their Bible-classes_, without any

necessity for hints such as have here been offered.

The excuse which must be pleaded is the frequency

with which, in the advocacy of the plan forming the

subject of this paper, the objection has been off*ered by

really earnest teachers—" But, if they came to see me,

I should feel shy ; I shouldn't know what to say to

them—I should not think of questions which would

help them to tell me about themselves." If to any

such the suggestions here offered may prove of service,

leading them to a stronger sense of the importance of
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this department of Bible-class work, and of the hold

which may be gained on individual members by its.

faithful administration, their object will have been

abundantl}^ attained. The setting apart of a fixed

time, the dedication of an hour, evening by evening, to

the guidance, help, teaching, cheering, building up of

those for whom we shall have hereafter to give ac-

count, ma}^ and will, in all probability, involve a real

sacrifice and self-denial on the part of the teacher, espe-

cially if it should come at the close of a day already

engrossed by anxious and laborious occupation. But

the seed thus sown will be reaped hereafter. The hour

thus set apart here may, " on the other side," and to-

that other soul, mean eternity.



CHAPTER YI.

ON PREPARATION FOR ADULT BAPTISM.

To this and the following papers a few prefatory words

should be affixed. It might seem, at first sight, as if,

in dwelling successively on preparation for three of

our most important Church ordinances, the writer

were in some sort attributing to the Bible-class teacher

responsibilities more properly belonging to the clergy-

man. For admission to each one of these the final re-

sponsibility rests, of course, with the latter; and, in

many instances, in some small and country parishes,

for example, the whole course of preparation is assumed

and carried on by him alone. But, in a large number

of cases, as the readers of these chapters are well aware,

minute, individual preparation of candidates by their

ministers is an absolute impossibility. Where the

population is numbered by thousands, and the candi-

dates are reckoned b}^ scores, class preparation alone,sup-

plemented, it may be, by a single private interview, is
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all that can possibly be given even by the most earnest

and laborious pastor ; and, in many cases, candidates of

the humbler class, young persons in service, lads and

young women in shops or mills, are prevented from

availing themselves of pastoral instruction, which would

otherwise be within their reach, by the clashing of

hours and the restrictions of their respective callings.

In many such cases the real preparation, so far as it

lies with any human instrument, must practically fall

on the teacher, provided that such teacher be willing

to throw himself heart and soul into the work; and

there are few earnest and conscientious clergymen,

struggling against the overwhelming sense of work

which cannot be overtaken, who do not know the re-

lief of mind belonging to the reception of candidates

carefully prepared by laborious and thorough-going

teachers ; the inward exclamation—" Mr. A.'s lads ; I

shall find them already instructed !" " Miss L.'s Bible-

class candidates ! the hard work will have been done

for me. She is sure to have given herself to their pre-

paration !" and there are few, probably, who have not

uttered the wish that other candidates, possibly of

higher position, might be so cared for.

And it is of this preparation that we would write

—

this conscientious, detailed teaching which should never

take anything for granted, which should break up the

fallow ground of ignorance, root up weeds of preju-
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dice, never be satisfied by anything short of thorough

comprehension, or of a deposition on the very " ground

of the heart " of those truths which the Holy Spirit's

influence must water and cause to spring forth unto

life everlasting. Few clergymen have time indivi-

dually to penetrate the ignorance which the teacher

must meet, and, little by little, must clear away;

and it is in this view of his duties that the following

suggestions are offered concerning preparation for

Baptism, Confirmation, and the Lord's Supper.

From a large and carefully taught Bible-class candi-

dates for Baptism will be continually presenting them-

selves. Some whose parents are Baptists, and others

who have been so neglected as never to have been ad-

mitted into Church-fellowship, will, from time to time,

be bringing to their teachers the request for admission

to this Sacrament ; and, need it be added that, of all

the rites of the Christian religion, it is generally in that

class the one least understood.

Assuming the candidate to have been already in-

structed in the history of man's fall, our Lord's life, and

other needful truths, the cpestion which, after a brief

preparatory conversation, must introduce the subject,

will be the inquiry of the teacher—" And now, tell me
ivhy you wish to be baptized ?" This will, as a general

rule, be but vaguely answered. *' I think people ought



74? OX PREPARATION FOR ADULT BAPTISM.

to be baptized;" "Because its in the Bible;" and even

the simple "Jesus Clirist said so," are replies frequently

given, with a general well-meaningness which is far

removed from clear comprehension. And, as the sub-

ject is one which involves a laying down before tlie

inquirers consecutively and at length of the whole

scheme, so to speak, of Christian doctrine, the teacher

should, indeed, take heed to it that his own prepara-

tion be thorough and prayerful ; that he come to his

Bible with no prejudiced views, but be himself an

earnest learner, seeking more and more to know the

Master's will concerning this. His ordained rite.

Leaving, for the present, the question of Infant Bap-

tism, which, however, we believe to be both right and

Scriptural, we proceed to the first step in the iastruction

of the adult candidate—that, namely, of dwelling with

all force and earnestness onoin* lost condition by nature.

(See Pref to Bapt. Service.) The very fact of inquiry

and diligence as to salvation will probably reveal a

sense of sin and of need on the part of the inquirer

;

and the teacher will know how to describe those con-

victions of sin, that sense of "something wrong between

me and God," that lying awake at night with the

thought, "Suppose I were to die!" that uneasiness un-

derlying church attendance, saying of prayers, reading

of chapters, which belongs to an awakened, but as yet

unsatisfied soul; so that,, just as hope comes to the sick
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man who hears his own symptoms, doubted and disre-

garded by others, detailed from previous knowledge by

a physician able to discern and powerful to heal—the

listener, who could hardly himself have put into words

his longings, fears, yearnings, and uneasiness, will

kindle into an almost surprised attention at the proof

that his teacher " seems to know everything about

what he feels like."

" It's just that exactly," will be probably his ex-

pressed or unexpressed ejaculation; "and one seems

always to be on the other side from people who are

good, and sure of going to heaven."

" And now tell me, dear friend, if you, who say that

you are unhappy about your sinfulness, long for some-

thing better—long to give yourself to a really new life

—not to be a mere church-goer or outside Christian,

but to have all the happiness which comes from being

wholly Jesus Christ's servant." And it will be the

heartfelt " Yes " of the hearer which will be the

foundation of the teacher's instruction and course of

preparation.

The next step will be to prove to the learner the

existence—now,—here,—at this very time,—of two

completely distinct conditions, as distinct and separate

from each other as a resurrection-life divided from the

former life by death—as the services of different mas-

ters—as a wife's in her marriage to successive hus-
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bands : the references, of course, being to the three

comparisons in Rom. vi. and vii., ushered in by the

" Know ye not ?" of the Apostle.

In order to prevent confusion of metaphor, it will

be well to dwell chiefly on the first. The state is sup-

posed of a criminal so wholly sunk in sin as at last to

be condemned to death. The justice of the condemna-

tion is pointed out ; the impossibility of the judge's

passing over the crime consistently with being a just

judge ; the necessity for the vindication of a righteous

law. Then let there follow the supposition of such a

criminal's suff'ering the penalty of death, of his actuallj^

being submerged, of his life actuall}^ passing away
under the river's tide, and of his guilt being met by
the last and extreme punishment of the law. The
hearer will then be led to imagine a practically impos-

sible case—the case (as pictured forth in the dual type

of Lev. xiv.) of another distinct life being given to that

person—a life not burdened with the guilt, not under

the threatened penalty of a broken law, as was the

former life—the case of a second life divided from the

first by death and burial, a life, if the owner so choose,

to be dedicated to new purposes and new aims.

It may take many words to bring such a picture

before the scholar ; but it must be done ; and it must

be done laboriously and patiently, if tlie foundation is

to be laid for clear and distinct teachino: concerning
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the ordinance which, with a force and distinctness for

which we can never enough thank Him who conse-

crated it for us, shows forth the Christian's stand-

point and position when washed, justified, and

sanctified.

And in this place it may be necessary to remind the

teacher that Baptism by immersion is the form of

Baptism which furnishes the key to the teaching of

the New Testament upon the subject; that the image

must be exactly and vividly presented to the mind, in

order to a full understanding of the force of the type

wherein death, burial, and resurrection are evidently

set forth. Such Baptism is rubrically directed by the

Church of England (see Baptismal Services) ; baptism

by sprinkling, or rather by " pouring water," being the

authorised alternative ordinarily demanded by our

climate, and ordinarily adopted as a matter of conveni-

ence. And although the form in which the rite is ad-

ministered be comparatively of small moment, although

the " sprinkling " of the Old Testament ritual (Numb.

viii. 7; xix. 13, &c.) showed forth cleansing and ex-

punging of past uncleanness as truly as would

immersion have shown it forth, and the beautiful

prophetic promise, *' I will sprinkle clean water upon

you and ye shall be clean," stood as the symbolic ex-

pression interpreted by the further promise, " From all

your filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse
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you"; still, and for the full comprehension of what

Baptism signifies, the iiassing under the wafer must be

clearly and vividly presented to the mind as that

which gives the clue to the meaninor of the Christ-

ordained ritual.

The teacher will now dwell with far more force, and

more at length than is possible in a sketch like the

present, upon the condition under sentence of death in

which we stand by nature, and upon its utter depravity

and ^lilt. " The soul that sinneth it shall die !" That

is God's sentence. He cannot pass it over. The curse

of sin, the doom of death, is upon the sinner ; and it is

the sense of this sin, the feeling that you are exposed

to God's just anger, which makes you now afraid to

die. If that were taken off you, would you not have

peace ?"

And tilen will follow a setting forth of Christ as the

Substitute of the sinner. It was necessary that He

should become man to bear the curse of man. He

took not upon Him the nature of angels, but He took

on Him the seed of Abraham. " Forasmuch then as

the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also

Himself likewise took part of the same, that through

death He might destroy Him that had tlie power of

ileath, that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through

fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond-

aore." As man's Substitute He died, liavinor borne the
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whole curse, the whole punishment, in our stead. The

cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"

was for us. " He was made," or accounted, " sin for

us." " Thy reproach hath broken My heart/' was for

us. " He was wounded for our transgi-essions, bruised

for our iniquities ; all we like sheep have gone astra}',

but the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us

aU."

And thus came to pass the baptism that He was

baptized with ; the death, and the leaving all the im-

puted sin, even as the grave-clothes in the sepulchre,

on this side of the grave ; the immersion, so to speak,

under the ground in burial ; the resurrection to a new
life, and to a glorified existence, and the ascension to

the right hand of the Father until He shall appear the

second time without sin unto salvation. And so he

who comes to Christ, who takes Him at His word,

who casts on Him his sin, who, by the Holy Spirit, is

enabled to lay hold of Him as a Saviour, is regarded

as having actually died for his own sin, and as havino-

borne the penalty of the law in the person of His proxy

;

as having been buried when Christ was buried, the

whole guilt and the whole punishment having been left

on the other side of the grave ; as having risen and as-

cended in His person, and as now, even now, by Him
our Kepresentative, sitting in heavenly places in tlie

court of heaven.
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This is, so to speak, the forensic, or court of justice

meaning of Baptism. It represents the position of the

believer as regarded by the Father who gave His Son

for his salvation. " I through the law am dead to the

law "—or dead by the execution of the law upon my
Substitute, and am reckoned to be " dead indeed unto

sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord."

" I am crucified with Christ." " Buried with Him in

baptism ;" " nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me." " Wlierein also we are risen with Him."

" Old things are passed away, all things are become

new." We are in the resurrection-life ; separated from

the former by death and burial. " If ye then be risen

with Christ, seek those things which are above, where

Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. For ye are

dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."

The histories of Noah and of Israel,, introduced in

the beautiful opening prayer of our Baptismal Service,

to each of which belonged a former abode in sin or

bondage, a leaving behind of that former life, immer-

sion, as a more completely significant type of death

and burial to that former life, and a starting upon an

entirely fresh existence, dissevered from all that had

gone before, will forcibly illustrate these points ; and

in Kom. vi. 1—6 a full view of the position represented

by Baptism is given.

And here will follow what we may term the second
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part of the teaching of Baptism, summed up for us

with admirable force and power in our Baptismal Ser-

vice :
" Baptism doth represent unto us our profession,

which is, to follow the example of our Saviour Christ,

and to be made like unto Him ; that as He died and

rose again for iis, so should we who are baptized die

from sin and rise ao-ain unto rio-hteousness."

There is a sure, certain, thousjh unseen connection

over which presides the Lord and Giver of life, be-

tween the fact of our taking hold of Christ as our Sub-

stitute and accepting His work in our stead,—between

this transaction carried forward in our secret inter-

course with our great Representative, and that of our

actually dying to the power of sin as a master, and to

the dominion of Satan in our hearts, and, as it were,

passing up from the burial of our old nature^ which

was contrary to Christ, to a new life. "That they

which live should not henceforth live unto themselves,

but unto Him who died for them and rose again."

The Epistles abound with statements concerning

this doctrine. It is often the thread glistening and

shining to the surface upon which whole chapters

of thouo^ht and teachino- are struno^ ; and the teacher,

desirous of guidance into all truth, will do well to pre-

pare himself for the teaching of others by tracing it

out through lines of argument such as belong, for

instance, to the Epistles to the Romans, Ephesians, and

6
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Colossians. He will observe how the forensic or judi-

cial position of the believer is set forth—the being

reckoned dead unto sin through having paid its penalty

by proxy, as brought out in some verses, for example, of

Rom. vi., being indissolubly intertwined with a show-

ing forth of the moral or spiritual change which be-

longs to the true takino^ hold of the Substitute. " That

henceforth we should not serve sin." " Let not sin,

therefore, reign in your mortal bodies that ye should

obey it in the lusts thereof; neither yield ye your

members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin

;

but yield yourselves unto God as those that are alive

from the dead!'

The same view of the necessity of death to sin and

a new life unto holiness, by the faith of the Son of

God, is carried out in St. Paul's illustration of a change

of masters; and this comparison will often prove a

very forcible one if well used by the teacher. It

begins with Rom. vi. 16, and ends with the summary,

" Being now made free from sin and become servants

to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end

everlasting life." " The wages of sin is death ; but the

gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our

Lord."

The same truth is illustrated in the seventh chapter,

by the case of a woman bound to a hrst husband, being

by death made free from his bondage, and married to
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another. So the soul, made free from its union with

sin and the world, is ready to be united, '' married to

another, even to Him who is raised from the dead,

that tue sJioidd bring forth fruit unto GocV^"

His complete change of condition who has thus left

behind him allegiance to sin and Satan, and who has,

by the power of the Holy Spirit, been united to the

dying and risen Substitute, is powerfully brought out

in Col. ii. 12 and the following verses. For instance,

" If ye be dead with Christ from the elements of the

world—why, as though living in the ivorld "—a world

left behind for ever, as completely as if you had died

and had a second distinct life given to you—" are jq

subject to ordinances ?" And the thought expressed

in the beautiful Easter Even Collect—the eve on

which our great Representative was immersed under

the earth, and lay buried, to rise on the morrow

—

'^ Grant that as we are baptized into the death of thy

blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continually

mortifying our corrupt affections, we may be buried

with Him," is carried on in the deep teaching of the

Easter Epistle, " If ye then be risen with Christ, seek

those things which are above ; for ye are dead, and

your life is hid with Christ in God." And the setting

* Every student of this subject should, if possible, study closely

Chalmers' Lectures on the Romans, particularly on Rom. iv. and vi.

6—2
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of the affections of the risen life on the ascended Saviour

is with equal force and beauty made the substance of

the Ascension-day Prayer :—

Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe

Thy only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to have ascended into

the heavens ; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and

with Him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth \Wth Thee and

the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

So also in the Baptismal Service the prayer is

made :

—

**0 merciful God, grant that the old Adam in these persons may
be so buried that the new man may be raised up in them.

"Grant that all carnal affections may die in them, and that all

things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in them.'"

And it will be at this point that the teacher will be-

led to dwell on the struggle after holiness, the walk as

becometh saints, the heaven-set aftections which must

belong to the risen life—the new life of faith in the

Son of God. There are still "members which are upon

the earth." Though passed from death unto life,

though having gone through the transition from

Satan's kino-dom to Christ's kinordom in the act of

union to the sacrificed Saviour, we are still in the body

of death—have still the law of sin in our members,,

which have not yet been subjected to the bodily death

from which they will arise purified for ever. Though

the will be now for ever on Christ's side, the flesh

wars .still against the spirit. But we arc enlisted into*
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His ranks who can make us more than conquerors.

The soldier may be in the enemy's camp, but he is the

King's soldier now. The seed may be jDlanted in an

unfriendly soil, but it is the seed of God— His hus-

bandly, to flourish by-and-by in the courts of the

house of our God.

And oh, how much will the teacher himself gain by

throwing his heart fully and unreservedly into the

views to which the stud}^ of this subject introduces

him ! Let him read the 6th, 7th, and 8th chapters of

the Romans, without a break,—passing from the actual

transition from death to life shown forth in Baptism,

and described in the Gth chapter, to the struggle pour-

trayed in the 7th ; and then goiug on to the 8th, " be-

pinnino' with no condemnation and endincj with no

separation," which tells of the present assured safety

of him that is in Christ Jesus, walking not after the

flesh but after the Spirit, heir of God, joint-heir with

Christ, having suff*ered in and with Him—called, ju sti-

fled, sanctified, and yet to be glorified : let the teacher,

we repeat, ponder, study, pray over these truths, and

from a full heart, and from his own standing-point on

Christ's side of the grave, he will be able ^vith love

and power to bring them home to his hearer.

After what has been written, it will be hardly need-

ful to impress upon the teacher, who, be it remem-

bered, is dealing with adidts, the importance of
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earnestly impressing his hearers with the truth that

the real Baptism—the repentance for the past, and the

laitli— the actual taking hold for himself of Jesus as a

perfect Sacrifice and Substitute—the repentance and

faith sj^oken of in the Catechism, and which are the

work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the sinner^

must precede the showing forth of the death unto sin

and the new birth unto righteousness, in the sacred

and beautiful outward rite. "For hy one Sinr'it are

vje all baptized into one body'' (1 Cor. xii. 13). It

was when the real Baptism had taken place in the

eunuch's heart, when he had seen Christ as the Lamb
" led to the slaughter," and had grasped the sacrifice

with the hand of faith, that he was baptized. Philip

said, " If thou believest with all thine heart, thou may-

est." And he believed, and showed forth his profes-

sion, and went on his way rejoicing. No better subject

than this history can be selected by the teacher for one

of his preparation lessons, and for showing the neces-

sity of a previous condition of living faith in a crucified

Saviour.

And these views do not lower the dignity of our

Christ-ordained Sacrament. Rather do they raise and

elevate it. Although the soldier enrolled in the army

must have alread}" given his heart and determined

to devote his life to the service of the King, the enlist-

ment into the ranks and his public recognition as one
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of Christ's sworn cross-bearers is a happy and a joyful

occasion. As the Twenty-seventh Article, which is an

admirable exponent of the subject, reminds us, " The

promises of forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to

be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly

signed and sealed ; faith is confirmed, and grace in-

creased by virtue of prayer unto God." Though already

i)i heart one of the militant company- carrying on the

warfare in an enemy's land, it is no unmeaning

privilege whicli admits him outwardly into their num-

ber. And the last look towards the shores of death,

the farewell to the old bondage, the new Christian

name, the sign of the cross on the brow, the glorious

words of welcome into the congregation of Christ's

flock, the oath of allegiance, consecrated as it has been

by centuries, during which it has testified the deter-

mination of those who have stood to confess the faith

of Christ crucified, and to fight manfully under His

banner—all these constitute a transaction too real and

too solemn to be lightly regarded. That the Lord of

ordmances will not fail to be present when sought in

His own ordinances we cannot doubt ; and all that can

be done by a teacher to make the Baptismal day one

of deep and solemn interest should be done unspar-

ingly. He will of course be the witness, the earnest,

prayerful witness, at the font—the first to give the

hand of welcome to the newly-admitted brother, anp
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to make him feel that the brotherhood of Baptism is

true and real. And^ probably, the evening of the day

will see both teacher and learner once more at the

footstool of the great Ordainer of the baptismal rite,

seeking for help, strength, teaching, gTiidance for the

new resurrection life.

But this chapter has exceeded tlie bounds assigned.

It may be that the writer has been led, from the very

sense of all that it should convey of help and assurance,

to enlarge upon the subject too much at length. It is,

however, with the earnest hope that some brotlier or

sister teachers may be led, for themselves in the first

place, and, in the next, for their hearers, to seek for

God's Holy Spirit's teaching on His Word concerning

Baptism, that it has been thus considered. It may
possibly arouse the question in some hearts, " Have I

been as yet baptized by the Holy Ghost ?" " Has that

washing away of sin by the blood of Christ, which the

water of baptism ' mystically ' shows forth, really taken

place in my heart ?" " Does my life show that the

death unto sin and the new birth unto righteousness

have taken place in me ?" " Am I living a risen life

in Christ Jesus ?"

And then the need of a jDresent, living, powerful

Spirit will be realised. Oh, tliat from all of us who
have taken to ourselves the office of teachers of His

Word, the prayer may continually arise

—
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Grant, Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of Thy
blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continual mortifying

our corrupt affections we may be buried with him ; and that through

the grave, the gate of death, we may pass to our joyful resurrection ;

for His merits, who died and was buried, and rose again for us. Thy
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

And let those of us wlio hccve passed from death unto

life seek to walk as those that are alive from the dead,

and remember that "as many of us as have been

baptized into Christ have put on Christ "—that from

the Baptism of the Holy Sphit, whether it precede, as

it should do, or whether it follow or accompany adult

Baptism, believers arise covered over in Christ to tlie

greeting of the New Covenant, " Ye are My sons and

My daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.'"'
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PREPARATION LESSONS FOR CANDIDATES.*

For the assistance of teachers who may be preparing candidates

for Baptism, and whose time may be so engaged as to make it de-

sirable to consult notes already furnished, the following sketches

of lessons have been prepared. It will be found that they include

the explanation of the Service for Adult Baptism, passages from

vv'liich are marked in italics :

—

I.

WHERE WE STAND BY XATLTvE.

Preface to Baptismal Service. "Conceived and born in sin." Doom of

sinners. Sense of sin sex^arating from God. There must be a change of

condition for salvation. Story of Xicodemus {Gospel in BajytismalSer-

vice). He wanted to know how he could get into a new life. Jesus said,

Johniii. 3; explained it by verse 5. Should be translated, "Except a

man be born of water and spirit, or breath " (the same word being used

by our Lord which denotes in Greek or Hebrew, wind or breath). K.

ought to have kno^^ii this.
'

' Art thou the teacher of Israel and

knowestnot?" How? He would have known if he had remem-

bered Ezekiel's prophecy. Water, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Breath or

wind, Ezek, xxx\'ii. If we are to be saved, we must be washed and

cleansed from sin. Water indicates cleansing; in Levitical ritual

.signified blood of Christ, Numb, ^^ii. 7, xix. 9; Heb. ix. 10, 14,

X. 4, 22. Spirit or breath indicates quichninfj. Holy Si)irit, John iii.

8. So Jesus repeated in other words the old prophecy of Ezekiel, to

one who professed to teach the i^rophets. Promise attached in

Ezekiel, "Ye shall be my people, and I your God." By Jesus, en-

trance into the "kingdom of God." How may we, from being con-

ceived and born in sin, become children of God ? Must be quickened,

or made alive, by the breath of God's Spirit, f/iveu to "them that asic

Him," who reveals to us how the blood of Christ "can cleanse us

* Many may find these lessons too full for a single interview with

candidates. They may, of course, be subdivided according to con-

venience.
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from all sin," 1 Cor, xv. 3. Illustration: From Jewish sacrifices,

•' My faith would lay her hand," «&c. So Baptismal Prayer, "Water

to the mystical " (or typical) washing away of sin. Jesus Christ, in

V. 10, showed Nicodemus the only way of salvation.

II.

WHERE WE STAND AFTER TRUE BAPTISM.

Story of Philip and the Eunuch. First, and as regards adults,

inward baptism, i.e., taking hold of Christ's substitution, Isa. liii.

0. Explain doctrine. Debt paid. Punishment suffered by proxy.

Give anecdotes. Show how Christ was counted as the sinner. Out-

ward baptism shows forth death, burial, resurrection, as in chapter

above. Old Test, types : (Opening prayer of Baptismal Service),

Xoah, Israel. (Christ circumcised, baptized, kept feasts, &c., only

"that He might fulfil all righteousness.") Christ's immersion as

our sin-bearer was under the earth, Rom. vi. 4; Col. ii. 12, iii. 1,

&c. Exhortation after Gospel in Baptismal Service, with 1 Peter iii.

18, 20, 22. Not the putting away filth of flesh, which is all that

water can do, saves us, but the answer of a good conscience towards

God by resurrection of Jesus Christ. His resurrection "being

tj^uickened by Sj)irit," the receipt from God for the payment of our

debt, for the full bearing of our curse. So, when enabled by the

Holy Spirit to take hold of His work for us, we are counted as

having died, been buried, and raised up with new lives ; freed by

death from former guilt, and "have the answer of a good [i.e., j)er-

fectly satisfied) conscience " towards God, in whose sight we stand

acquitted, "accepted in the Beloved." "He that believeth, and is

baptized, shall be saved."

III.

PRAYER FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND LIFE.

The reality of prayer. (See 27th Article, "By virtue of prayer

unto God," and -ith Prayer and 2nd Exhortation of Baptismal Service)^

Illustrations of power of prayer. Great thing asked, "Spiritual re-

generation"—that the holy rite may not be an empty form, but may
show forth a real passage from death unto life. Prayer no chance

experiment, j^ Show certainty of some simple scientific experiment
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dealing -with unseen forces, such as photography ; or of unseen natu-

ral forces. Astronomers can calculate almanack from certainty of

unseen power. '

' The voice that rolls the stars along spoke all the

promises." The irraijerfor the Hohj Spirit. Necessity for His work.

There may be outward graft on plant, but, without life-principle,

it will be dead. So outward joining to the Church, or company of

people jjrofessing Christ, is accompanied by no real life without the

agency of the Lord and Giver of Life. Expectancy of true prayer.

Letter put in post, you lose sight of it ; but Queen and Government

pledged to see to its reaching mark
;
proved by answers. So we lose

sight of prayers, but God is pledged, "Ask, seek, knock, &c."

IT.

THE OATH OF ALLEGLANCE.

1 . Eexouxcing. Illustration : From sicearingfealty to ea rthhj monarch

.

I. Renunciation. ^^ Dost thou renounce?'^ &c. Meaning of

word. Scrip, instances, Abraham, his country; Moses; Pharaoh's

•court, &c. All that must be left, like old garments stained and

soiled, on the other side of the grave : The enemy's liverj'.

"Works of Devil— specially lies, murder, John viii. 44 (hatred,

anger), hindering Gospel (1 Tliess. ii. 13), accuser of brethren,

Zech. iii., &c. The Wokld. How can people who have died

to the world have their hearts any longer in it ? We have been

crucified to the Avorld in Christ's person, Gal. vi. 14 ; are no longer

of it. Col. ii. 20. "Why, as though living in it," subject to its

fashions and ordinances'? What is the world? All such care for and

love of things below as interferes with Christ being Lord of our lives

and hearts. Not only shown by rich people. Story of Ruth Clark,

Mr. Venn's servant. After conversion, accustomed to sj)eak of

power the world had exercised over her. "Why, Euth," said her

mistress, "what v^orld had you to give up?" "Surely, ma'am,

standing at t' yard end with other servants." Ruth found that

wasting time in scandal and gossip and foolish talking was her world.

Not accept world's standard, /rt.s/i/o^, dress, pleasures, theatres, balls,

&c., estimates of happinrsx, 2 Tim. ii. 4. " Covetous desires of the

same." Lot's wife " looking back." "Set your affections on things

above; for ye are dead," &e. The Flesh. Self-indulgence. lUus-
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tratioii from soldier's life, 2 Tim. ii. 3; sloth, impurity of every

kind, permission in our presence of loose or doubtful conversation.

Col. iii. 5—10 ; companions, seductive pleasures, doubtful or impure

books, railway novels, tlie first tendencies to self-indulgence in

drinking, &c. "Ye have put off all these; put o?i therefore," &c.

Solemnity of the words, " I renounce them all." For life. Some
people have thought they could shut out world, flesh, and devil, by
going into convents, &c. See what Luther said. How can we over-

come ? See next Lesson.

V.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

2. Believing. Tlie victory that overcometli the u-orld.

"Even our faith." ''Dost thou believe?" &c. "I believe."

Expand the Creed, clause by clause. Difference between head

belief and heart belief: we believe in there being an Emperor of

China ; but does that belief make any difference in our lives ? see

Kom. X. 9—13, " With the heart man believeth unto righteousness."

The power to believe is the work of Holy Spirit only. Eeal belief

in Christ is taking him at His word, trusting in Him as in a friend,

in His blood as in a remedy, in His word as in a promise, and

accepting a pardon whicli He has bought for us. If that acce^Dtance

be real, we have passed from death unto life, John v. 24. The old

Pomeranian nobles used to stand and say the Creed with drawn

swords, to show that they were ready to die for the faith. Are we
ready and determined to live for it ? To die for it if called to do so ?:

VI.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

3. Fulfilling. " I will.''

" Wilt thou then ohediently ?" &c. Binding for ever. One object

of our lives to do God's will. Christ did it perfectly. "My meat,"

&c. "Must be about My Father's business." " Hath not left me
alone, for I do always those things which please Him," John viii. 29.

"Lo! I come to do Thy -wall, God." Resurrection life so ruled

and governed by Spirit of God, that we have no desire but to do His

will. Like angels, "Do His commandments, hearkening unto voice
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of His Word." "Ye are not your own," &c., 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.

"Walk as children of the light." Ten Commandments summed up
T3y Christ in love to God and love to neighbour. Expand, with

Sermon on Mount, 1 Cor. xiii. , Rom. xii, &c. AVill go into all little

things of life. Illustrate.

VIT.

THE SIGN A SEAL. " Unto life's emV
Water of Baptism the outward and rlslhle sir/n. Recapitulation

from former teaching concerning its deep signification. Necessity

that the Inward and spiritual fjrace be in the heart. Noble form of

words. Sign of the Cross. All that it signifies. Christ's cross our

one hope. We are crucified to the world. We follow Him, "bear-

ing His cross." Illustrate from old Crusaders, " Soldier, servant,'^

"not ashamed." Expand the double profession, "Ashamed of

.Tesus! shall it be?" &c. Anecdotes of faithfulness unto death

(Madagascar ^Martyrs, &c.). " Unto his life's end." In marriage,

closest earthly union, vows are exchanged, "till death us do p)art."

In Baptism, showmg forth closest spiritual union, marriage of soul

to Christ (Rom. vii. 4) till death ns do unite. Let the words ring

always in our ears—in temptation, sorrow, sickness, death, " Be thou

faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." " Under

ChrUVs banner.''' "His banner over me was lo^'e." "Fighting

manfully." Illustration from military anecdotes. AMiat an honour

to be allowed to make open confession ! If it means anything, means

for life, death, eternity. "Oft in sorrow, oft in woe, onward.

Christians, onward go !" Meaning of a ''Christian name," Acts xi,

26. Our names reminders of our vows. Baptism an outward seal

of God's covenant promises to usward who believe.

VIII.

THE CHARGE TO THE BAPTIZED.

Where do we stand? "Regenerated," inwardly regenerated, or

born again, if we have really been baptized by Holy Spirit, and be-

come true Christians: washed, sanctified, justified, 1 Cor. vi. 11;

"Born of water and spirit," i.e., washed in Christ's blood, quick-

ened by His Spirit. In any case outwardly joined and professedly

made members of the company of Christians called Christ's Church.
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TliCinTcsfjunng hi Baptismal Service. For what? For our being trans-

lated into kingdom of Jesus Christ, out of kingdom of Satan, and for

having been made heirs of eternal life. Full meaning of this glorious

condition. Illustration from Scripture references. In adult Bap-

tism, no person has a right to admission unless he have repented and

believed, Acts ix. 37 ; and this believing translates him unto Christ's

kingdom. Art. xxxvii., "They which receive baptism : rightly."

Parting charge In Baiytlsmal Service. "Walk answerably to your

Christian calling." "As children of the light." Let "I have been

baptized " answer temptations to wrong, to carelessness. Need of

holiness. Christ not only "Sacrifice for sin," also "Ensampleof
godly life." "I am the Lord's," your motto; " Holiness unto the

Lord," written on all you say and do. Old motto, "Noblesse

oblige !'' Put the thought into other words, "Walk as becoraeth

saints." "I am a Christian," " What manner of persons ought ye

to be ?" Expand on the position of pardon, perfect acceptance in

the Son; covered over in Him. "Hast loved them as thou hast

loved Me?" Christ has "received us to the glory of God." "If

children, then heirs." "All things are yours, for ye are Christ's,

and Christ is God's."

"I have taken a last farewell

Of a life of sin and shame ;

]My heart with the King must dwell,

"WTio am called by a Christian name.

My armour must all be bright.

For here in a foeman's laud

In the battle I daily fight

For the Lord, in whose ranks I stand

" Till the Master himself shall come,

His will I would here obey ;

Till His messenger calls me home,

I must seek to prepare His way
;

'

Till my sight shall in death grow dim,

I would daily His love adore
;

/ have given my life to Him,

He will keep itfor evermore.'^
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CHAPTER YII.

ON PREPARATION FOR CONFIRMATION.

" And now I should like to know your reason for wish-

ing to be confirmed ?"

" Please, sir, to take my sins upon myself."

" And what difference will 3- our Confirmation make

in your life ?"

" Please, ma'am, never have no more pleasures as long

as I live."

Such have been the questions, and such the answers,

attending applications for admission to a Confirma-

tion-class on the part of thoroughly well-meaning can-

didates. And it is with the conviction that such igno-

rance is far more general than is commonly supposed,

and in the hope that plans found to work usefully in

one district may be attended with benefit in others,

that the following hints are offered for the considera-

tion of Bible-class teachers upon whom may devolve
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the task of jDreparatioii for this important ordinance of

our Church.

In the arrangement of Teacher' Confirmation-classes

there will, of course, be due consultation with the

clergyman to whose parish they belong; and times

and occasions of instruction will by him be so

ordered as best to supplement the general and indi-

vidual teaching which he may be able to give. In

large town parishes, or in scattered country districts

—

and such are very particularly in the mind of the

writer—the incumbent will frequently be anxious that

the sub-classes (if we may use such a term) of the

Bible-class teachers shall include candidates not ordi-

narily numbered among their hearers, whose circum-

stances, local or otherwise, may render it specially de-

sirable that they should receive the minute individual

teaching which few clergymen thus circumstanced are

able to give. Often a Confirmation season will thus

furnish an important accession of numbers to the Bible-

class; candidates, at first but temporarily united to

the teacher, being ranked after the Confirmation among

its regular members.

The teacher's Confirmation-class wiU, probably, be

held once or twice a week; while individual interviews

with candidates, such as have been already more gene-

rally considered, will form a very leading feature in

the course of preparation. Two or three such inter-

7
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views seem to us the least with wliich the thorough-

going teacher can satisfy himself. Tlie first w^ill, of

course, be on occasion of the candidate's giving in his

name as such ; and to this visit will especially belong

tlie private inquiry into his reason for so doing, and

the establishment—if such has not previously existed

—of a settled confidence between teacher and hearer,

deepened by the solemnity of the subject at this time

bringing them together.

The teacher w^ill do well to cement union of spirit

among the Confirmation candidates,, leading them, as

far as possible, to regard their association in the classes,

and in the approaching service of dedication, as very

real and binding. "When it can be done without much

difiiculty, it will be found a good plan to arrange for a

country walk, in which, perhaps more than once, the

members of the Confirmation-class may have an oppor-

tunity of unfettered intercourse with each other; the

teacher taking advantage of the occasion, not only for

gaining an insight into individual tastes and characters,

but also for an interchange of thought and conversation

^vith members of the class hitherto looking somewhat

shyly upon a more formal interview. On these, as on

all other occasions, he will himself find the importance

of utilising such intercourse for the establishment of

real friendship with members of his class—of a friend-

ship often outlasting changes of place and time, and of
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which it may be that eternity alone will reveal the

"depth and sacredness.

But it is time that, leaving the outer machinery of

the Confirmation- class, we turn to the subject itself,

and to the question as to the course along which Con-

firmation preparation may be best guided. And at this

point we would venture to refer the reader to the

chapter on Adult Baptism immediately preceding our

present one, and to suggest that, when the Confirma-

tion-class is fomid to include many who have never

had the opportunity of receiving thorough religious

teaching, much of the instruction then proposed should

form the basis of that laid out for the candidates.

Our lost condition by nature, the necessity for atone-

ment, Christ's Substitution, the need of His Holy Spirit

enabling its to take hold of that Substitution, and the

position in which we stand when thus joined to, or

*' baptized into, Christ," are distinct topics, already en-

larged upon as much at length as time and space will

admit. Even in the case of well-instructed candidates,

it will be desirable to dwell once more on the first

stages of all religious instruction as laid down for us

in the Word of God, and which may be briefly compre-

hended in the showing forth of the tv/o positions, to

one or other of which each must of necessity belong

—

that of the sinner in the world without Christ, and

that of the sinner saved by and united to Christ.

7—2

i "^ «> ^
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Oil ! that to all of us who are teachers it might be

£:iven so to dwell on these fundamental truths, so to

press upon the hearers, in too many instances applying

for Confirmation as a mere formality belonoino: to their

" being gTown-up," the necessity for fleeing to a cruci-

fied Saviour—for seekino- in Him a refu2:e from the

windy storm and tempest,—that, even before the setting

forth of teaching distinctively belonging to the rite

itself, there might be a stirring and awakening of soul,

a sounding of depths in spirit and conscience hitherto

unruftied by an}' deeper conviction than a general

sense of the necessity of " being good," and a cry from

the ground of the heart, "What shall I do to be-

saved ?"

In this primary instruction—instruction here summed

up in few words, but really containing the very

essence of " life and death teaching "—the teacher will

spare no pains, no thought, no previous preparation.

He will, in some cases, have much to sweep away. He
will have to solemnize those who have thought lightly

of Confirmation, by their seeing in him one who re-

gards the matter as for eternit}'. He will have to

bring home to them that not the outward ordinance

however important, and however much to be held

in reverent esteem, but the soul-dedication which

it represents, is the engi^ossing matter for their consi-

deration. He will have to make use of a short time of
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•opportunity, during wliich parents and masters are

willinof to make concessions for candidates' attendance,

with the reflection that such an opportunity may
not occur again, and that to the Great Teacher who

has honoured him by placing the work in his hand he

must give account concerning the souls thus, for a space

at least, committed to his guidance.

It will probably be at the third or fourth meeting of

the Confirmation-class that the line of instruction will

diverge from that already suggested as suitable for

candidates for Adult Baptism. Confirmation candi-

dates will be reminded that they were in their infancy

promised to Christ; that their names were set down to

be on the Lord's side; that "repentance and faith"

(and how much is comprised in these two words they

will have already been taught) were, even as explained

in the Catechism, the conditions upon which the title

of "Christian" was conferred upon them; and the

question will arise as to whether those conditions have

ns yet been fulfilled, or, in other words^ as to whether

they have as yet passed from death unto life.

It would be superfluous here to enter at any length

into the oTounds on which we of the Church of Eno--

land regard Infant Baptism to be right and scrij)tural,

but it will be the duty of the teacher to stir up to

thought and serious inquiry those who may never have

troubled themselves to reflect upon the subject.
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1. A primary ground for the admission of infants bj

Baptism into the outward Chnrcli of Christ is the ana-

logy between Baptism and Circumcision, whereby at

eight days old the Jewish infant was admitted into the

Jewish Church, and into outward covenant with God.

Abraham believed and was circumcised, and after him

liis posterity, at this earliest stage of infancy, were cir-

cumcised ; and the early Christians believed and were

baptized, and after them their children Avere, as infants,

consecrated to the Lord in Baptism. In both cases the

realit}' at first preceded the sign; and in both cases

the sign afterwards preceded the reality which it was

to show forth. The very absence of any prohibition of

Infant Baptism would in itself be an argument for its

adoption—the Christ of the New Testament, who said,

''Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forbid

them not," being assuredly as willing that the children

of the New dispensation should be dedicated to Him as

that those of the Old should be. In His parting

charge—"Go ye into aU the world and preach the-

Gospel to every creature, bajotizing them in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"

—there was no exclusive clause forbidding the little

ones to be brought to Him ; and thus to parents, at

the ver}' outset of tlieir children's lives, Baptism seems

to stand as a reminder that those children have been

given them for the service of God, and that they must
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see to it that on their part it be no unmeaning cere-

mony. It will be well, further, to notice the analogy

between the Jewish and the Christian rites traced out

by St. Paul in tlie second and third chapters of the

Colossians.

2. In the notice of Apostolic Baptisms in Acts xvi.

15, xvi. 33, and 1 Cor. i. 16, we read that whole house-

holds were baptized after the conversion of their heads;

and it is more than unlikely that children should have

been absent from each of these collected families.

3. Further, Justin Martyr, Iren?eus, Tertullian, Ori-

gen, and other ancient historic writers, testify to the

fact of Infant Baptism having been handed down in

the Church from Apostolic ages.

Thus much laid down, the question will foUow as to

the position occupied by the baptized candidate for

Confirmation.

" I wish you to see where you stand," the teacher

will say, after bringing before his hearers the scene of

their own Baptism as infants, and its noble words of

consecration ;
" I do not want you to think that your

Baptism, when you were too young to understand it,

meant nothing. If it meant anything at all, if your

parents and your godparents were not trifling before

Him to whom they gave you, it meant that you were

sworn in for the Lord's service; that they promised for

you that you should, when old enough, regard your-
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selves as liaving been pledged to become in this world,

where all men are divided into the armies of Christ

and the armies of His enemies, His faithful soldiers

unto your lives' end.

" It may be," he will be led to add, " that some

among you will say, ' Why am I to be bound by

engagements which w^ere made for me without my
having the power to resist them ? These things were

promised and vowed in my name without the pos-

sibility of consent, or the reverse, on my part, and

therefore I do not see why I should be held responsible

for their being kept/
"

And here the teacher may, with all the pictorial

power at his command, represent the case of some

infant lieir to an estate held from a feudal sovereign in

olden times on certain conditions, such as, for instance,

that of bringing a certain number of retainers into the

field in case of war or needed service. On the event

of the father's death during the child's infoncy, would

not its guardian promise in the infant's name the

fulfilment of such conditions, until he should be of age

to inquire into and fulfil them himself? And, even

before the solemn ratification of the oaths of tenure,

they would instil into his mind the duties of his posi-

tion, and of loyalty to his liege lord ; and thus the boy

might be led in heart and in soul to reverence and

follow him, only longing for the outward and formal

declaration of his vows of service.
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" And so," the teacher will continue, " you had

l^romised for you the fulfilment of conditions upon

which your name was entered on the roll of those who

are called Christians—of those accounted, on their

fulfilment, children of God^ members of Christ, and

inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. You would not

have wished your parents and friends to have neglected

thus to have stood as sureties for you. If they were

in earnest they then did you good service, and they

have since brought you up to know the Lord, to see

the necessity of that death unto sin, and that faith or

belief in a crucified Saviour, which constitute the true

spiritual Baptism prefigured by that of water to which

they brought you. In any case, it is for you to deter-

mine novj whether you will yourselves stand forth to

say publicly that you are on the Lord's side."

And here, while dwelling on the loving disposition

of the Head of the Church towards those brought to

Him in Baptism, the teacher will feel it his duty to

show that those outwardly baptized, who care not to

seek for themselves the real Baptism of heai't and

soul which marks the transition from death unto life,

.share their condemnation who in olden time, having

been circumcised with the circumcision made with

hands, had desired nothino- of that death to the world

and life unto God which the Jewish rite also showed

forth. "He is not a Jew which is one outwardly.
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iicitlier is that circumcision which is outward in the

llesli : but he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; and

circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not

in the letter, whose praise is not of men but of God."

And even so, when there has been the resistance of

the strivings of God's Spirit in the hearts of those

Ijrought to outward Baptism, it must be remembered

tliat such a denial of all that Christ's Sacrament was

intended to convey increases their condemnation befoie

Him. He that heJieveth and is baptized shall be saved.

The })ra}'ing parents and god-parents of infants brought

to Baptism have a right to plead their having so dedi-

cated the child as entitling them to expect God's ful-

filment of the promises. He who ordained Baptism

and commanded it for His Church, w^ill never disown

His o^Ti Ordinance, and the child (and we would

remind children often of their Baptism) passing from

infancy to bo3diood or girlhood, and realising the

strugo'le ao'ainst sin in an evil world, and feelino- its

own weakness and the greatness of the enemies which

it must face, has a right to plead with Him to whom
it was early dedicated the promises which belonged to

that dedication, and to claim a greater and larger gift

of the Spirit of God than that measure of His holy

teaching which has already lit up some of the re-

cesses of its soul, and shown it the need of a Saviour.

He who is more ready to hear than v e to pray, will
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never forget His promises where He stands as a cove-

nant God. " He will ever be mindful of His covenant."

Having thus endeavoured to show forth to his hearers

their position as baptized members at all events of the

outward and visible Church of Christ, the teacher will

have cleared the way to the next jDoint on which he

will have to enlarge—that, namely, set forth in the

preface to the Confirmation Service. It will be for

him to remind them of the reasonableness of an institu-

tion which calls upon children "arrived at years of

discretioD," to inquire into the undertaking made for

them by sureties at their Baptism, and to come forward

and publicly to take their stand on the Lord's side.

He will have to dwell, in passing, on the words, " tlie

Church hath thought good to order," in order to mark

that the rite of Confirmation, though sacred, reasonable,

and fitting, as a complement to Infant Baptism, is not

of Divine command ; and will have to guard against

any confusion in the minds of candidates who might

associate it with the laying on of hands permitted for

the imparting of extraordinary aud miraculous . gifts,

mentioned in Apostolic ages. In all Protestant churches

an adult confession of Christianity is required by those

baptized as infants ; though in some, as, for instance,

in the Scotch Church, such a confession is regarded as

implied and made on the occasion of First Communion.

In the "hereafter'' of our Church of England
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Preface lie will also trace a marked intimation of the

Reformed character of our present Confirmation ritual,

Confirmation having, previously to the clays of our

Protestant Reformers, been i-egarded as a sort of

appendage immediately following Infant Baptism,

whereb}^, from the laying on of episcopal hands, some

special and mysterious grace was conferred on the un-

conscious child.

And again, candidates will be called to observe that

the word " Covflrmatioii' does not only imply that the

bishop, by invoking God's blessing upon them, and

uniting in prayer for them with the assembled congre-

gation, confirms, by strengthening and establishing

them in their resolution henceforth to serve the Lord

;

but, further, that they themselves are called upon

actively to confirm and ratify before God and the

congreo'ation those vows which were made for them at

their Baptism.

And at this point the teachci- will endeavour to set

forth before his hearers the solemnity of the question

publicly asked, and publicly answered,—the full mean-

ing of that " I DO " which is for life, even as is the " I

WILL " of Adult Baptism ; and will use all earnestness

and entreaty with those for whose instruction he is

responsible, that they may fully weigh the extent of

its meaning.

Of course he will here, enlarging from the summaries
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in the Church Catechism, enter into the full mean-

ing of that Baptismal Vow to which it refers; he

will show from Scripture its depth, fulness, and respon-

sibilities, and will remind those before him that it

would indeed be a vain thing for them thus to take up

their banners^ could they not rest their hearts, and

assure themselves of strength, in the first utterance of

their newly consecrated life, '^ Our help is in the name

of the Lord." (Comp. Exod. xxxiv. 5—7.)

It will be needless here to dwell further on the simple

and beautiful Confirmation Service; on the earnest

prayers, on the paternal reception of the young confes-

sors among the servants of Christ; on the " Thine for

ever " of the benedictory prayer ; on the supplication

that the Fatherly hand may be ever over them, the

Holy Spirit ever near to guide them, and that theirs may
in the end be everlasting life. We refer those readers

who may care to enlarge more fully upon the service

of life-long dedication to Christ, to the notes drawn

out on Adult Baptism, appended to the previous chapter.

It remains for us to suggest one or two plans for

rendering the Confirmation-day one of solemn and

lasting impression to those taking part in it.

The last meeting of the candidates will be one of

very serious and earnest review of the previous instruc-

tion ; and the private interview, which will furnish the

final opportunity of personal appeal and pleading witli
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the individual members of the class, wiJl convey to

>each one the assurance of the teacher's individual

remembrance and sympathy. This wiU be particularly

needed in many cases where, from the nature of the

home surroundings to which too many candidates

return, there will be danger lest reverence be blunted,

and the solemn occasion be regarded lightly.

One difficulty peculiar to the preparation of female

candidates is the tendency to regard the Confirmation-

day as an occasion for a display of dress only too well

calculated to take off the attention of the wearers from

the service itself A teacher with strong personal

influence will often be able to counteract this by a

simple entreaty addressed to members of the class,

that they will not grieve her by leading her to anxiety

on this account ; and, where the candidates are from a

very poor class, she will often be able herself to supply

the neat cap and modest cape, which they might be

imable to provide, and which will give them a quiet

^nd uniform appearance.

All previous arrangements for ensuring punctuality

at the church, and for the prevention of the least hurry

and confusion on the Confirmation-day, are now,

happily, so much regarded as to make it superfluous

here to dwell upon them. In the countiy, and, indeed,

often in towns, where the distance from the church is

considerable, such arrangements, and those for refresh-



ox PREPARATION FOR CONFIRMATIOX. Ill

ment and rest after the service, may involve some

trouble on the part of the clergymen's families, and,

possibly, of the teachers' ; but it need hardly be said

how well bestowed will be every effort to prevent

flurry and confusion on a day which should be one

throuo'li life associated with lovino- welcome, recoo'nised

brotherhood, and individual sympathy.

When feasible, an evening meeting of the candidates,

and of all the other members of the Bible-class able to

attend, will be found a plan attended with very useful

results. This meeting of welcome, in a class well

known to the writer, has been made the occasion of

giving to each one a memorial card, glazed or orna-

mented, such as is shown (though necessarily in plain

style and contracted form) on the following page—the

hymn having been already sung in tlie church ; and a

Confirmation motto is always written, with full Chris-

tian name, on the back. A ribbon is passed through

the top of the card, by which it may be hung up as a

inemento of the day. These cards have been found,

years after Confirmation, carefully treasured, and often

referred to by those who then received them.

This hymn, and the favourite " happy day, that

fixed my choice',' to its own sweet tune, have gene-

rally begun and concluded the short address of greeting

belonging to this gathering. It has gene-rally been the

teacher's aim to associate with it a text of warnino-.
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If

" Choose ye thi3 day whom ye will serve."

" 27(0?/ art ray portiov, Lord ; I have said that I v:oidd

keep Thy icoi-ds."

" Hold Thou me np, and I shall he safe.'^

"My grace is sufficient for Thee."

O Lord,Thj lioavenly jyrace impart,
And fix my frail, inoonstaTit- lieart:

Hencpfnrth my chief dpsiro shall be
To dedicate myself to Thee :

' To Thee, my God, to Tliec !

Thy prlorious eve pervadeth space ;

Thou'rt present, Lord, in every place
;

And wlu^resoe'er mv lot may be.

Still shall my spirit cleave to Thee :

To Thee, my God, to Thee

!

TVliate'er pursuits my time employ,
One thought shall fill my soul -n-ith joy:
That silent, secret thoufjht shall be
That all my hopes are fixed on Thee

:

On Thee, my God, on Thee !

Renouncingf every -worldly thing'.

Safe 'neath the shadow of Thy wing.

My sweetest thouErht henceforth shall be,

That all I want I find in Thee :

In Thee, my God, in Thee !

m

to

The love of Christ constraineth ns,hecause we thus judge,

that if one (lied for all, then were all dead; and that He died

for all, that they which live should rot henceforth live unto

themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose

again.

St. M -•s Church, B
187 .

"^hou art <|Hine."
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and another ofpromise, upon which a few earnest words

have been spoken, and which have also been previously

written at the back of the card in readiness for pre-

sentation. Such a combination have been Ps. Ixxviii.

9, and Rev. ii. 10, " Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a croiun of life ;" Ps. xx. 5, " In the name

of OUT God ivill we set ui? our banners!' with 2 Tim.

ii. 4, and Sol. Song ii. 4, " His banner over me luas

love." Some more substantial gift in the form of a

book may sometimes, in the case of teachers able to

afford it, form a suitable Confirmation gift.

In closing this chapter, the writer must admit to

having touched only on the leading points of prepa-

ration for Confirmation. Too much stress cannot be

laid on the importance of this opportunity for sowino-

a harvest which may be reaped hereafter in its fulness
;

and whether these chapters be read in some distant

hamlet, far removed from the immediate supervision

of the mother-church, or whether in some town dis-

trict, where the greatness of the population leaves to

the clergyman's fellow-workers more of the responsi-

bility of preparation for this sacred and solemn ordi-

nance than would otherwise faU to their share, none,

surely, will, as teachers, enter upon or continue their

work without the constant prayer that it may be with

them as with the prophet of old, concerning whom it is

written, " TJte Lord was with him, and did let none

of his w'ords fcdl to the groundJ' 8
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CHAPTER VIII.

ON PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER.

"Wheeefoee tcike this holy Sacrament to your com-

fort" It is surely one clearly-marked duty of the

Bible-class teacher frequently to echo in the ears of his

hearers this invitation, sent to believers by the Lord

Himself ; and, in view of the small numbers of commu-

nicants furnished from adult classes, compared with

those of their confirmed members, we are sometimes

inclined to ask whether it has with sufficient solemnity

been placed before all sharing the weekly instruction,

that the commandment of Christ to " do this in remem-

1 )rance" is as clear, as binding, and as perpetual as that

concerning Baptism, or as any other which He deli-

vered to His Church ; that those who are not in a

condition to come to His table are certainly not ready

to meet death ; that, in short, it is quite time that we

who are teachers should bestir ourselves to consider

whether we are urging this duty with sufficient solem-
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nity upon those under our guidance. May it not be

that some are remaining away through timidity, who

would most assuredly meet the Master's welcome at His

sacred ordinance ? while there may be others to whom
the testing question, " Why do not you come to the

Communion?" might bring home a conviction that

reasons preventing their obedience to this their Lord's

command are, perhaps, the same which are keeping

them away from coming to Him altogether.

The conscientious teacher will spare no effort tc

secure to the members of his Bible-class a thorough

knowledge of the meaning and history of the Lord's

Supper, and will earnestly endeavour to prevent any-

thing like a trifling and ignorant approach to so sacred

a privilege. It will often be difficult to carry out this

view of his duty. A Confirmation-da.y has many

externals marking it as an occasion of especial note.

There is a bishop ; and there are white dresses ; and

people come to it from all parts ; and " it's right for

young people that they should attend to such a time

—

I did myself when I was young;" and the teacher

gains his point : and so the attendance of the candidate

at the Confirmation-class and at the church is conceded

by masters and employers. But the Christ-ordained

observance recurring periodically in every church

—

that ordinance to which belongs no outward display,

which takes up time at regular intervals, but on

8—2



]1G ox PEEPAEATION FOR THE LORd's SUPPER.

which regular attendance is an exception—is often

looked upon with comparatively little interest, often,

indeed, as a mere occasion for "some folks setting

themselves above others ;" and the teacher will have

very frequently to receive members of his Sacramental-

class in twos and threes (as can best be arranged), if he

is to secure for them any special or consecutive instruc-

tion on so deeply important a matter.

" I thought it was only for gentry folk ;" " I went

once after we was confirmed when I was a girl ; we all

did, to oblige the clergyman !" " I don't see that I

ain't as good as many as does go, and thinks a deal of

theirselves." These were three consecutive answers

received by the writer from parents or employers of

Bible-class candidates on whom the seriousness of the

matter had been pressed ; and this, not in a low East

London neighbourhood, unpenetrated even by the

sound of the Gospel, but in a " highly respectable dis-

trict,-" from which church and chapel goers were nume-

rous, but a district, nevertheless, in which the idea

was, some time ago, by no means uncommon that

" now the Registration Act had come in. Baptism had

pretty much gone out."

And it is this intense and heathenish carelessness on

the one side, and an equally ignorant superstition on

the other, attaching to the Sacrament of the Lord's

Supper the idea of a mystic rite to which few dare
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tipproach, that, in tlie minds of many of his hearers,

will have to be counteracted b}^ the teacher's earnest

effort to convey to them the simple Gospel teaching

concerning its sacred obligations.

It need hardly be remarked that his example as a

regular and earnest Communicant, and his constant

influence, will be to set before them as a great and

highly-to-be-prized privilege that of admission to tlie

Lord's Table ; and there are probably few Bible-class

teachers who have for any length of time prayed and

laboured for those to whom they stand in so near a

relationship, who will not testify to the close tie which

unites together the little band year after year privileged

to draw nigh with faith, and together to " take this

holy Sacrament to their comfort."

The first lesson in the course of Sacramental prepara-

tion should always be on the Pctssover. The description

of the night on which the Paschal lamb was first slain

cannot be too solemnly, too circumstantially, pictured to

the hearers ; and the various chief Passovers linkino- it

to the Paschal feasts of our Lord's time may be touched

upon, so as to prevent there being a total absence of

connection in the minds of the learners between the

Passover in Egypt and those of the New Testament.

The Paschal lamb, and the ritual belonging to the

institution of that "night to be much remembered,"
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will thus be in the thoughts of his class when,

on occasion of the next lesson, the teacher dwells on

the night to be yet more remembered—the night of

the last Slipper and of the Upper Chamber, the night

in which He who was the true Paschal Lamb partook

of that sacrifice wherein He alone, who knew no sin,

had no atonement, keeping the observance which for

1,500 years had shone through the twilight of the

world's history as a watch-fire kept on from generation

to generation, until the true Light should Himself

shine.

The teacher will bid his hearers mark with him

how, point by point, the old Jewish festival on this

evening lost itself in the Christ-ordained memorial

Feast. He will remind them that many additional

observances had gathered round the Paschal celebration

since its institution, some of which, at all events, our

Lord (who, as man, regarded the customs and ordi-

nances of the Jews) undoubtedly followed, as He pre-

sided at the board ; and will point out how the Divine

Saviour adapted the non-sacrificial elements of the

Feast—the bread and the wine—to be the emblematic

memorials of His great love when He should have

given His flesh for the life of the world.

The order of participation will be most clearly seen

by a comparison of the chief points of the ceremonial

as given by the Jewish Rabbis, with the New Testa-

ment narrative :

—
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Ceremonial of the Passover accordhvj to Jeivish

records.

The first ceremony was, " The blessing of the

loine." The master of the feast gave thanks

over a cup of wine as follows:—"Blessed

be Thou, Lord our God, King of the uni-

verse, who hast created the fruit of the

vine!" Then, for the day:—"Blessed be

Thou for this good day, and for this holy

convocation which Thou hast given us for

joy and rejoicing. Blessed be Thou,

Lord, who hast sanctified Israel and the

times." Then the wine was partaken of

by all present.

The hands were then washed, and the table

furnished with the Paschal lamb, bitter

herbs, two cakes of unleavened bread, re-

mains of peace offerings of the preceding

day, and the charosheth or thick sauce,

into which each person dipped the bitter

herbs before partaking of them.

After some further ceremonial observances

of little importance, the dishes being for a

season removed, the children, or if there

were none, the last of the guests, inquired,

"^Vhatmeanye by this service?" Then

followed the '' showing forth." The master

of the feast replied in a liturgical form,

"How different is this night from all

other nights, &c. This passover which we
eat is in respect that the Lord passed over

the houses of our fathers in Egypt !

"

Then followed more detailed explanations

concernmg the Paschal lamb, unleavened

Notice-^ of Christ's cele-

bration of the Feast

as contained in the

Neio Testament.

Luke xxii. 17.—"And
He took the cup and

gave tltanks, and

said. Take this and

divide it among

yourselves. For I

say unto you, I will

not drink of the

fruit of the vine until

the kingdom of God

shall come. "I

It is probable that St,

Paul alludes to this

custom of the Pas-

chal feast in the

words, "As often as

ye eat this bread

and drink this cup,
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bread, and bitter herbs, concluding with

the ascription of praise:—"Therefore are

we bound to confess, to praise, to laud, to

glorify, to honour, to extol, to magnify,

and to ascribe victory to Him who did

unto our fathers and to us all these signs,

and who brought us forth from servitude

to freedom, from sorrow to joy, from

darkness to marvellous light, and we say

before Him halleluiah !

"

The 113th and 114th Psalms were then re-

peated, with blessings and prayer. The

second cup of wine was partaken of, and

after fresh washing of hands, the partici-

pation of the feast began.

ye do sJioio the

Lord's death till

He come."—1 Cor.

xi. 26.

The master of the feast, taking

one of the cakes of unleavened

bread, broke it, and after blessing

it and giving thanks, divided a

piece to each person separately,

all devoutly eating it.

Matt. XXvi. 26; Luke xxii. 19;

1 Cor. xi. 24. "And as they

were eating," "He took bread,

and gave thanks, and brake it,

and said, Take, eat: this is

My body which is broken for

you ; this do in remembrance

of Me."

The rest of the cake, mth
bitter herbs, was then

eaten, each person dip-

ping into the charosheth

or sauce.

Matt. xxvi. 21.—"And as they did eat,

He said. Verily I say unto you, that

one of you shall betray Me. And
they were exceeding sorrowful, and

began every one of them to say unto

Him, Lord, is it I? And He an-

swered and said. He that dippeth

his hand with Me in the dish, the

same shall betray ISIe. . . . Then
Judas which betrayed Him answered

and said, Master, is it I ? He said

unto him, Thou hast said."
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Then, after a participation in tlie peace-

offerings, the Paschal Lamb was eaten;

disconrse being carried on in appropriate

manner, and in accordance with the occu-

pation.

Here followed the '
' Cup of

Blessing" or benediction,

which the master of the

feast handedround to each

person, offering there-\vith

thanksgiving for the de-

liverance from Egypt, for

the covenant of circum-

cision, and for the Law of

Moses.

1 Cor. xi. 25 ; Matt. xxvi. 28.—"After

the same manner also He took the

cup when He had supped, saying.

This cup is the Xew Testament

(covenant) in My blood: this do ye

as oft as ye drink it in remembrance

of Me." Or, according to St. Mat-

thew :
—" For tliis is My blood of the

new covenant, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins. But I say

unto you, I will not drink henceforth

of this fruit of the vine until that

day when I drink it new with you

in My Father's kingdom."

1 Cor. X. 16.—"The cuj) of blessing

which we bless, is it not the com-

munion of the blood of Christ ?"

The feast concluded with the sing-

ing of the closing psalms of the

great " Halleluiah," or hymn of

praise, being from the 113th to

the 118th Psalm inclusive.

Matt. xx\'i. 30.—"And when
they had sung an hymn [marg.

—psalm) they went out into

the Mount of Olives."

And here the teacher will dwell, point by point, on

this strano-e and solemn ceremonial of the Paschal nio-ht.

That first cup delivered to the disciples with so new

a form of words, the " fruit of the vine," which they

were to divide among themselves, why was it thus

presented ? What meant that sudden flash of antici-
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pation, that glimpse of the marriage-supper of the

Lamb, which would take place when the kingdom

of God should come, wherein those for whom He
was about to drain the bitter cup of agony should be

presented spotless before Him, the fruit of the travail

of His soul ? Was it that the glad ascription of praise

seemed too jubilant a song for the Man of Sorrows, as

the hour and the power of darkness drew on, that He
now refused the cup of thanksgiving? Was it the

thought that, although He was about to pour out His

soul unto death to bring in "a good day" "for joy

and rejoicing " to a sanctified Israel, yet to the greater

number of those for whom His blood would be shed

His cry would still be, " Is it nothing to you, all ye

that pass by ? behold and see if there be any sorrow

like unto My sorrow wherewith the Lord hath afflicted

Me in the day of His fierce anger. This I have borne

for you, and yet ye will not come unto Me that ye

may have life V
What a wondrous " shelving forth" must that have

been which followed ! How must each disciple have

felt assured, as he listened to the oft-told story of the

deliverance from Egypt which came from the Master's

lips, that, though as yet they fully understood it not,

there dwelt in His speech a reference to a bondage

darker than Egypt's, to a deliverance more costly,

more triumphant. Never, surely, had Paschal feast
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such a shower-forth. Never with so deep a significa-

tion did the ascription of praise resound for the trans-

lation "from servitude to freedom, from sorrow to joy,

and from darkness to marvellous liglit."

And as the sun set over the hills of Jerusalem,*

there faded with it the last day of that Jewish dispen-

sation wherein the types and shadows of the law

should faintly figure forth the mighty Sacrifice, which,

in the new day now probably beginning, would be

accomplished. For the last time would the Paschal

lamb be slain in order to the showing forth of a future

Redeemer. For the last time would the going forth

from Egypt be remembered as the s^^mbol of a deli-

verance yet to come from a darker than Egyptian

bondao'e. For now, as in a dissolvino- view, the shadow

was fading into the brighter reality ; the dim types of

the Passover were about to be swallowed up in their

great fulfilment. The sun went down upon a dispen-

sation of rites and ceremonies. When he should next

sink to his rest, it would be over a world redeemed,

yet brought out into the Gospel dispensation by so

tremendous a sacrifice that his own rays would be

veiled in a cloud of thick darkness, as though that

wondrous transaction between the Father and the Son

* It must be remembered that the Je^vish days were always cal-

culated from sunset to sunset.
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Avere too solemn and too mysterious to be witnessed by

the rude light of day.

Solemnly was that commencing day ushered in by

Him who, ere its close, would, in His sacred person,

have borne the sin of many, and yielded up His life as

the atonement for the whole world. Taking in His

liand the unleavened cake always divided at this period

of the feast. He brake it^ and distributed it to each

one with a new meaning and a new form of words :

—

" Take, eat, this is ony body tuhich is broken for you

.

This do in remembrance of Me!'

Neither the sorrowful questionings concerning the

announcement which followed of the one betrayer who

yet sat at the table of the Lord, nor the solemn parti-

cipation in the flesh of the Paschal lamb, can have dis-

missed from the disciples' thoughts that mournful ad-

monition. What could it signify ? The broken bread

speaking ofa body broken for them—this lowly remem-

brance of humiliation—did this betoken the glorious

setting up of an earthly kingdom, in which they, as

faithful followers, should share His exaltation ? It yet

remained for them to hear and understand the words

spoken by their Master on that awful night, "My
kingdom is not of this world."

And when the Feast was ended, and there only

remained the participation in the final " cup of blessing,"

and as they awaited the thanksgiving with wliicli it
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was wontedly accompanied, for the deliverance from

Egypt, and for the covenant of circumcision, and for

the law of Moses, there was once more introduced a

change in the liturgy of the Passover service. In

eivinor them the wine, which was evermore to be

taken in remembrance of Him, Christ spoke of a

greater deliverance—a deliverance from the bondao-eo o

of sin, and from the legal bondage of the law by
" Temission of sins," and of a new covenant which

left no place for the old, and of a kingdom in the glory

of the Father, of which the blood-shedding, betokened

by that fruit of the vine, was the charter and the

pledge ; and He bade them drink all of this " in re-

membrance of Me ;" •' for it is shed for j^ou, and for

many, for the remission of sins."

How simple, yet how wondrous, those words ! How
far-stretching beyond the end of time into eternity !

Christ was to be offered once for all. No more telling

period of the repast could have been selected for the

appointment of the memorial type than that wherein

the old covenant was remembered which should b&

lost in the new, and the law given by Moses, which

should for ever show forth in glorious contrast the

grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ.

When the cup of blessing had passed round which

brought those sorrowful disciples so near to each

other and to their Lord, the Jewish sacrificial Passover
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was over ; the Christian memorial feast, whose sweetest,

simplest name is "the Lord's Supper,^' had been

instituted. It was time that the hymn should be sung

with which closed the Paschal festival.

Then, probably, ascended from the upper chamber

the Psalms of the Paschal Liturgy ; lofty strains, which

He alone of that little band, who afterwards opened

their understanding, that they should understand

all that was written in the Psalms concerning Him-

self, could comprehend in their fulness of prophetic

meaning.

In the bugle-call of the 117th Psalm, summoning all

nations to praise the Lord, He would discern the

hidden note of prophecy afterwards taken up and re-

echoed by His Apostle,* whereby, at first softly, then

more loudly, it was proclaimed to the world that Gen-

tile peoples of all tribes and kindreds should have their

part in that song of praise, and should show forth the

merciful kindness and truth which met togetlier in the

ii'ift of the Son of God, sent forth for the salvation ofo
"all people." And if liere the strain became more

jubilant, and the prophetic 118th Psalm resounded

which in interchanging parts showed forth the triumph

and exaltation of the Messiah of whom it testified,

must not that suffering Messiah have wondered— if

wonder to Him were possible—that by Him alone

* Horn. XV. 8, 9, 11.
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was understood all tliat is foretold concerning Himself ?

Had those wlio with Him united in the solemn service

realised their mighty import, with what a fulness of

adoration would they have taken up the strain that

from century to century had meetly closed that Halle-

luiah Chorus of the Paschal feast—" give thanks

imto the Lord, for He is good ; for His mercy endureth

for ever /"

We have thus dwelt on the circumstances attending

the institution of the Lord's Supper from a strong con-

viction that if the teacher would bring home to his

hearers the position which it occupies, and the love

which ordained it, he must, in pictorial fashion, show

forth the transition from the ancient Paschal Feast

to the Christ-ordained Memorial Festival.

We now proceed to the next part of the preparation

for Communion with which, to our thinkino', the teacher

will engage his class, i.e., the exact significance of this

Soxramentf^

* This word is not a Scriptural one, but was by the Eomans used

to designate the sacred military oath of allegiance to the Emperor,

Afterwards, the early Christians adopted the word sacrament as ge-

nerally meaning sacred tiling, to which simple signification there was
further added the idea of something allegorical. Thus, the brazen ser-

pent, typifying Christ, was called a " sacrament." The idea of symbo-

lism came at last to be always attached to the word, which, later on,

was exclusively applied to sacred religious ordinances. As superstition

increased, there was associated with the word sacrament the under-
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And, firstly, like tlie Passover, it is a Memorial Feasf.

,' This do in rememhrance of Me." How simple was

our Lord's command ! He took the ordinary articles

of food,—bread and wine,—and delivered them to each

of His disciples, bidding them thus show forth amongst

themselves that breaking of His Body and outpouring

of His Blood whereby He should redeem them.

When any dearly loved friends or relatives have been

removed from us, how eagerly do we treasure up every

remembrance of them I Each look and word is, as far

as possible, recalled. Every recollection of their habits

of thought and speech, of the walks we shared with

them, of the rooms wherein they dwelt, of the occu-

pations wherein they were wont to engage, is held

sacred.

But how much more should each remembrance rest

staudingof a mysterious inward grace attendant upon outward signs,

when ministered by an ordained priest, and to be communicated irre-

spectively of the receiver's faith. Thus, the Roman Catholic Church

asserts that there are seven Sacraments :—Baptism, Confirmation,

Holy Orders, Penance, Marriage, the Eucharist, and Extreme

Unction. Our reformed Church of England, when it put aside doc-

trines and commandments of men, and determined to take Scripture

for its only guide, rejected these false views. It retained the word

sacrament, with the early meaning of an outward sign of an inward

and spiritual grace ; but declared that it must have been "ordained

as such by Christ Himself ;" thus limiting the Sacraments to Baptism

and the Lord's Supper. And our Eeformers further maintained that

the benefit of the Sacrament lay not in the external, priestly admin-

stration, but in the right, believing, spiritual reception thereof by

the person to whom it was administered.



ON PREPARATION FOR THE LORD's SUPPER. 129

in our hearts of Him who gave His life for His friends

!

Each remembrance of His dying hours, each word that

fell from His lips during the night and day of bitter

anguish, becomes unspeakably precious to our souls.

And most especially when, by His own command,

bread broken and wine outpoured remind us of the

crown of thorns, and tlie cruel cross, and the soldier's

spear, and the bleeding form of the Son of God ; and

when we remember that our sins demanded the Sacri-

fice, our wanderings the smiting of the Shepherd, we
are touched to the heart. Were the Lord's Supper

nothing more than an outward memorial, there would

surely be therein enough to speak to the inmost soul

of each believer, and to cause him to cry out

—

"Lord, I love Thee, and adore ;

Oh, for grace to love Thee more !
'"'

Secondly, this is a typical ov figurative ordinance.

As our bodily life is frequently used as a figure or

emblem of our spiritual life, so our bodily and outward

reception of nourishment is here and elsewhere con-

sidered as a type of our spiritual reception of spiritual

nourishment. The partaker of the Paschal Lamb, if a

religious partaker, symbolised in his participation

thereof his anticipation of the coming of the true Lamb
of God : thus " showing forth His death till He came."

In like manner, all who rightly come to the Lord's

9
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Table look beyond the outward memorial which they

'' press with their lijos." The language of their hearts

thus declares:
—"I eat this bread and drink this wine

as a remembrance of my Lord. And further, as my
body is nourished by the bread and wine, so do I feed

my hungry and thirsty soul on the Sacrifice, the broken

Body and the outpoured Blood of Christ. His death

Jias been for me. He was wounded for my transgi'es-

sions, He w^as bruised for my iniquities. This supports

and satisfies my soul. I partake of this Sacrifice on

Calvary, and feed on Him, now my risen and living

Lord, in my heart, by faith with thanksgiving."

Faith—that is, a firm belief in Christ^s work for us,

is the mouth, so to speak, of our souls. Thus we feed,

" after a heavenly and spiritual manner," on heavenly

food, and our souls are refreshed, nourished, and

strengthened by the fresh appropriation of the Sacri-

fice of Christ, as are our bodies by the bread and

wine.

There may be, and there is, constantly this inward

feeding on the Body and Blood of Christ, quite sepa-

rately from the outward partaking of the bread and

wine. So our Lord has Himself taught us, and such

we find the teaching of our Church.

In the sixth cha])tcr of St. John we have recorded

a discourse of Christ's uttered long before the institu-

tion of His ordinance of the Lord's Supper. More
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clearly tlian almost any other portion of His Word

does tills show in what consists the trvbe feeding on

His Flesh and Blood. " I am the Bread of Life : he

that cometh to me shall never hunger ; and he that

"believeth on Me shall never thirst."

And in this passage of our Lord's teaching, what we

are very particularly to observe is the manner in which

the three expressions, " Coming," " Believing" and
" Eating the flesh amd drinking the blood'' of Christ,

are used by Him as meaning the same thing, are

interchanged the one for the other, and bear the same

promises attached to them.

" Be thsit cometh to

Me shall never hun-

ger."

"Him that cometh

unto Me I will in no

wise cast out."
•'' No man can come

unto Me, exce^jt the

Father, which hath

sent Me, draw him
;

and I will raise him

up at the last day."

" Every man that

hath heard and

learned of the Father

cometh unto Me."

"This is the work

of God, that ye believe

onHimwhomHehath
sent."

"He that helieveth

on Me shall never

thirst."

" This is the will of

Him that sent Me,

that every one which

seeth the Son, and he-

lieveth on Him, may
have everlasting life:

and I will raise him

up at the last day."

" He that helieveth

on Me hath everlast-

ing life."

"Except ye eat the

flesh oi the Son of Man,

and drinh His hlood,

ye haveno life in you.

"

" Whoso eateih Mi/

flesh, and chinLeth J///

hlood, hath eternal

life, and I will raise

him up at the last day.

For My flesh is meat

indeed, and my blood

is drink indeed."

" He that eateth Mi/

flesh, and drinheth My
hlood, dwelleth in Me
and I in him."

Thus, and in the ensuing verses, did our

9—2
great
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Teacher, in a three-fold form of words, leave to us the

mighty doctrine that unless we come to Him, believe

on Him, feed on the sacrifice at Calvary of His Flesh

and Blood, partake of Him as of that alone which can

satisfy the longing soul, and fill the hungry soul with

goodness, we have no life in us. And, still further to

make clear to His people that this feeding is the purely

spiritual act of faith, the laying hold on, and appro-

priation of, Christ, the Bread of God, as their Substitute

and Sin-offering, He gave, as it were, a postscript ta

that solemn discourse :
" The words that I speak unto

you, they are spirit and they are life."

The Church of England repeats this Scriptural doc-

trine, that there may be the spiritual participation in

the Body and Blood of Christ without the outward

sign accompanying. For we find in the Rubric for the

Office of the Communion of the Sick :

—

"If any man, ... by any just impediment, do not receive the-

Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, the Curate shall instruct him

that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and steadfastly believe that

Jesus Christ has suffered death upon the Crossfor him, and shed His

Blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he hath

thereby, and giving him hearty thanlcsgiving therefore, he doth eat and
drinTc the Body and Blood of Christ profitably to his soid's health, al-

though he do not receive the Sacrament with his mouth."

But there may be, and there is, too frequently, the

outward partaking of the ordinance of the ] Lord's

Supper without any real or spiritual participation in

the food of Christ's Body and Blood.
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Of this St. Paul wrote, 1 Cor. xi. 29, when w^arning

men against unworthy participation. The Corinthians

liad made the Lord's Table a place of gluttony and

drunkenness ; .; they had brought carnal and sensual

appetites to a holy ordinance, and were thus warned :

—" Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup

of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body

and blood of the Lord He that eateth and

drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh condemna-

tion* to himself, not discerning the Lord's body." Any

careless or profane approach to the Lord's Table is a

settino' at nouo-ht of the sacrifice which is there com-

memorated. Any resting in the mere outivard ordi-

nance, without the inward participation in that which

it sets forth, brings condemnation to him who thus

blindly draws near, " not discerning the Lord's body"

behind the lattice-work of the emblems. " He that

seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, hath everlasting

life." To this effect, also, is the teaching of the Cate-

chism, which tells us that true repentance and living

faith are required of those who would come to the

Lord's Supper.

Thirdly, we must look upon this ordinance, not as a

sign merely, but as another of the means of grace

provided in the wilderness by the Lord of the Pilgrims.

* Such is the truer renderiug of the word damnation in I Cor.

xi. 29.
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A believing approach to God through Christ is ever

met by a loving drawing near of God to our souls..

The Prodigal Son_, when yet " a great way off," was
met by his father. " Draw nigh unto God, and He
will draw nigh unto you," is the exhortation of the

Apostle. And the reason is laid open to us by our

Lord :
—

" No man can come unto Me except the Father

which hath sent Me draw him." Such an approach is

very specially that which we make at the Table of

the Lord; when low at His feet, we tell Him that the

burden of our sins is intolerable, and cling to His work
of atonement as our only hope. There do we hear Him
say, " Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee : thy

faith hath saved thee." AVe see in the pierced hands

and wounded side of our crucified Lord—in His Body
broken and His Blood outpoured—the full assurance

of our penalty having been paid in His person, and

realise the truth of His promise, " Where two or three

are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the

midst of them."

Our Heavenly Master's own command that we should

thus meet in remembrance of Him, is another assurance

to our souls that He will there communicate to us of

His gi'ace. And, further, the subject is enlarged upon

by St. Paul, Avhere he tells us that " the cup of blessing

which we bless is the communion" (or partaking uniting

us to Christ) " of the blood of Christ, and the bread
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which we break the communion of the body of Christ"

(1 Cor. X. 16), which verse forms a link of a ver}-

close argument wherein the Apostle, having pointed

out how, in the history of the golden calf, the Israeh'tes,

after having eaten before God of the peace-offerings^

which showed forth Christ's death sacriiicially till He
came, " rose up to play" (that is, to idolatrous and in-

decent dancing), warns the Corinthians that they should

avoid every semblance of taking part in idolatrous

worship as inconsistent with their having at the Lord's

Table in like manner eaten of sacred emblems which, as

memorials, also showed forth Christ's death, and in re-

ceiving which they spiritually fed on His Body and

Blood, and thus were joined to Him, and He to them.

And as every ordinance of Christ's appointing must

be to the soul of all who rightly receive it a channel of

His grace,—" a means whereby we receive the same/'

—so likewise does the experience of each believing

communicant testify to his having found the Lord^s

Supper to be such to his soul. " He filleth the hungry

with good things." He washes the stains from our

soiled garments^ and sends us forth cleansed by His

blood
;
yea, he puts on us the best robe, and reminds

us of the unsearchable riches of His grace, and bids uq

think even now of our betrothal to Him in righteous-

ness, and that we are even here bone of His bone and

flesh of His flesh,— one in Him and He in us.
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Fourthly, the comiimcnion of saints is here pecu-

liarly realised and enjoyed ; since all, being partakers of

that spiritual bread, even the Body of Christ, recognise

that, being members of that Body, they are one in

Him. " We being many are one bread and one body :

for we are all partakers of that one bread. " Now ye

are the body of Christ, and members in particular."

The Supper of the Lord is indeed " a sign of the love

that Christians ouo'ht to have amono- themselves one to

another." Its speaking emblems repeat His lesson, " A
new commandment I give unto you; as I have loved you,

that ye also love one another." The whole ordinance,

bidding us realise our unity with Christ, reminds us

further that '' whether one member suffer, all the mem-
bers suffer with it; or one member rejoice, all the

members I'ejoice with it." Never, perhaps, so forcibly

as at the Table of our Lord do His people realise the

love which He would have them bear the one to the

other,

—

" Here do we abide in union

With each other and the Lord
;

And possess in sweet communion

Joys which earth cannot afford."

Fifthly, and very specially, this is an anticiimtive

ordinance.

" Ye do show forth the Lord's death ' till He come.'"

It points forward to the glory which shall be revealed

when, according to His promise at its institution, the
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Son of Man shall drink tlie fruit of the vine new with

us in His Father's kingdom. Here, burdened with sin

and infirmity, we kneel at the Table of the Lord : but

there, in unsullied purity and in the glory of the resur-

rection life, we shall attend on Him without distrac-

tion. Here our union with Him is invisible, and often

difficult of realization ; but there, as the Bride, the

Lamb's wife, we shall be visibly joined to Him in per-

fect oneness, and amid the anthems of countless saints.

Herejwe behold a Saviour crucified, humiliated, bruised

for our iniquities ; but there we shall see Him as he

is in the glory of the Father, risen for our justification,

having the pre-eminence, the Head over all things to

the Church, which is His Body, the fulness of Him
that fiUeth all in all.

We would earnestly advise the enlarging in simple

and easy language upon this five-fold view of the Lord's

Supper, as of essential importance in giving to candi-

dates for admission to the Communion clear and definite

views concerning its import and preciousness. So

thick a haze has been permitted to surround an ordi-

nance in its perfect simplicity speaking with power to

the humblest and least educated believer in Christ,

that the teacher cannot be too solicitous in clearing it

away, and in setting forth the Divine teaching con-

cerning it, from which all human superstitions must

be withdrawn.
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His next course will be to take up, one by one, tlie

various excuses \A^liich keep too many from tins high

privilege.

" I am too sinful."

" I am afraid I don't love the Lord."

" I am afraid of falling back after."

All these, and many others, he will show to be the

very reasons for bringing the humble and contrite to

the Feast, where, in most constraining power, the love

of Christ and His willino-ness to foroive " to the utter-

most" are shown forth.

Does the hungry man refuse the banquet because he

is so hungry ?

Does the poor man refuse riches because of his

poverty ?

Does the sick man refuse the healing draught be-

cause of his sickness nigh unto death ?

Hunger, poverty, disease—these are the very grounds

upon which his claims are urged. He pleads them

as those which entitle him to assistance, and he ob-

tains relief.

And so the hungry come to Christ, the Bread of Life,

to be filled ; and the poverty-stricken to the King at

His Table to be made rich ; and the sin-sick souls to

the great High Priest who hath suffered, being tempted,

to be made whole.
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Concerning 'preparation for the LorcVs Supper,—

a

subject abundantly large enough for a separate chapter,

—our space forbids lengthened suggestions. The fol-

lowing words, however, from the letters of the late

Rev. H. Yenn, should be engraven upon the heart and

memory of every one who Avould draw near with the

hope of obtaining real benefit to his soul :
—

" I find

with regard to myself that the benefit of Prayers,

Sacraments, and the means of gTace, bears exact pro-

portion to the care I take to implore the influence and

operation of the Spirit in them ; that when I am only

a little concerned in asking of the Lord the inestimable

comfort of His help, my spiritual duties afibrd me little

comfort in the exercise, and leave no lasting impres-

sions. On the contrary, when I am importunate with

the Lord to put life and power in the ordinances, and

to make me feel some correspondent aflfections, I am
enabled to sa}^, ' Truly onr fellowsliip is with the-

Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.' " In these

words we have the true nature of preparation for

every spiritual exercise— the diligent seeking for the

Holy Spirit's help that in divinely-appointed out-

ward ordinances our souls may find and enjoy com-

munion with the Lord of ordinances. And such must

be the preparation of those who desire in faith to draw

near to the Table of the Lord.

As the human tendency is ever to take from the
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simplicity of GocVs appointments by adding thereto

doctrines and commandments of men, so the subject of

preparation for the Lord's Supper has been frequently

put forward in a most mistaken point of view. This

preparation has been represented as requiring that, in

prospect of the approaching solemnity, men should

transfer themselves into an entirely distinct state of

relio:ious feelinof and devotion from that of their ordi-

nary life ; and, day by day, mount, by prayers, medi-

tations, and vows of obedience, upon a species of spiri-

tual ladder which shall finally land them upon a plat-

form of sanctification sufficiently exalted to permit of

their fitly receiving the Holy Sacrament.

The utter contradiction which this system of prepa-

ration offers to every page of the Word of God appears

upon the slightest comparison of the two. " The pre-

parations of the heart are from the Lord," and the

Holy Spirit can alone, by His influences from on high,

and by the application of the Blood of Christ, meetly

fit us for appearing before Him. An endeavour to la}^

in a stock of our own merits, of vows of obedience, and

of a certain registered number of hours of meditation

which may be presented before Him in whose sight

the heavens are not clean, as constituting a ground of

acceptance, is a practical putting aside of One who, by

His full, perfect, and sufficient atonement for our sins,

proclaimed Himself " the Way."
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" Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of

that bread and drink of that cup.'' Thus wrote the

Apostle. Examination as to our being in the faith, as

to our re'peniance for the past, as to our earnest desire

for the washing away in the blood of Christ of past

sin, and for grace to lead a life of more diligent holi-

ness, will be the fit and only right accompaniments tO'

the supplications for a blessing. A summary- for self-

examination and lowly preparation of heart for the

Lord's Table is furnished by the beautiful words in our

Service :

'

' Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and are in

love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new
life, following the commandments of God, and walking from hence-

forth in His holy ways ; Draw near with faith, and take this holy

Sacrament for your comfort."

The last portion of the instruction given to intendino-

communicants will probably be best conveyed by a

continuous explanation of the Service itself, in courso

of which the teacher will naturally draw attention to

many points dwelt upon in the previous course of

teaching. And surely it will not be without finding*

his own heart warmed b}" the tender sacredness of an

ordinance more closely endeared to the believer by each

successive observance, that he will seek to kindle in

his hearers a love for the lofty Liturgy with which

we celebrate our Christian Passover.



142 ON PEEPAKATION FOF.

It remains only to suggest, as on former occasions,

one or two plans found efficacious in helping members

of the Bible-class to regard the habit of regular com-

munion in the light of a serious duty as well as of a

high privilege.

It is found well on the Sunday before to echo the

invitation given in church, and to entreat each one to

consider it during the week as solemnly and earnestly

conveyed to himself. A few minutes' address upon

the subject, showing forth affectionately and simpty the

pTeatness of the love which has extended it, and the

solemnity of their danger who habitually live in dis-

reo'ard of the Lord's command, will be well bestowed.

And the teacher may take the opportunity of inviting

to some private conversation with himself those who

are divided in their minds between the desire of accept-

ing the privilege offered and the fear lest they should

come unworthily.

Another plan, found to be attended with much benefit

is that ofa short meeting on the Friday or Saturday even-

ino- before, for all w^ho are to attend at the Lord's Table

on the Sunday. These meetings, uniting in brother^

love, and in peculiarly close association, those members

of the Bible-class who have really known for them-

selves the Christ, the Saviour of the world, have often

been times of special blessing. The teacher has joined

with the class in earnest prayer and confession, and
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in distinct supplication for tlie Lord's presence and

nearness on occasion of meeting Him at His Table in

obedience to his own command ; and some special pro-

mise, from His own Word, lias been agreed upon for

meditation previous to, and at tlie time of, the ad-

ministration of the Communion. A gathering like

this tends to refresh and to re-awaken to a sense of the

sacredness of communion privilege the regular commu-

nicants of the class, as well as the teacher himself;

while the impression upon those who may have only

recently been led to consider the duty and happiness

of attendance is often serious and lasting. " Such

hymns as, ^' "When I survey the wondrous cross
;

" "I

lay my sins on Jesus ;" " Just as I am ;" " We love

Thee, Lord ;" '•' Jesu, refuge of my soul ;" and others

specially apf)ropriate, have, as softly sung by all

assembled, touched many a heart, and brought peace

to more than one attendant at such an ante-sacramental

meeting.

The last suggestion we would offer is concerning the

importance of strengthening the sense of the privileges

belonging to attendance at the Lord's Table, by making

the recurrence of some special Church festival the

occasion of an annual gathering of past and present

members of the Bible- class. New Year's Day, Easter,

Whit Sunday, Christmas Day, may, in different places,

and among different classes, have, respectively^ their
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peculiar advantages. In some Bible-classes Easter

Sunday is the day of such joyful union. Old members-

come from miles off to join with their former teachers

and friends in keeping the Feast, while to the teacher

falls the pleasant duty of arranging for their rest and

refreshment after service, and even, when some have

come in from the country, for their being housed from

Saturday to Monda}^ All sit together in church ; and

few more joyful notes swell the strain of gladness than

the burst of praise in which so many well-known voices

unite—'* Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; there-

fore let us keep the Feast
!

" There has, on some of

these occasions, been a goodly gathering at the Bible-

class afterwards—the old Christian greeting of Easter

morning, " The Lord is risen I
" being exchanged from

one to another. Some hymn or chorus, specially pre-

pared for the day, is always sung ; and, having been

previously printed on separate sheets, is given as a

memorial to those who leave.

f:l Amid all the discouragements, the anxieties, and the

self-denials of his work, seasons like these are surely

intended to bring to the earnest teacher special rejoic-

ing, with a peculiar consciousness of his being per-

mitted to be a "worker together with God." And

while kneeling from time to time at the spot where not

unfrequently it has seemed as though " the confines of

earth touched the borders of heaven," the sense of his.
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weakness, and the need of grace sufficient for his own
wants, and for those of the little number with whom
he is so nearly associated, will lead him to a fresli con-

fidence and trust in a Love undying, and there evi-

dently set forth. And, with the sense of the reality of

the High Priest's entrance into the Most Holy Place

to offer for us His own Blood, and His spotless merits

he will look for and expect the benediction from the

Lord Himself:

—

*' Thy pardoning love possessing,

Our doubts and fears shall cease ;

We are vxiitlng for the blessbig,

bid us go in peace !
"

I'J
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CHAPTER IX.

ON BIBLE-CLASS FESTIVALS.

With the conviction that a short chapter on Bible-

class festivals should find a place in this volume,

we venture to offer to our readers a few suggestions

which ma}' be of value as the result of manifold

experiences both as regards the difficulties and the

pleasures accompanying their organisation.

We will leave on one side the comparatively easy

question of summer excursions and garden festivities

—occasions on which Nature takes her full share of

responsibility in the entertainment of the guests, and

carries out the object better than most of us ; turning

at present to th3 wintry side of the picture, and en-

deavouring, so far as it maybe in our 2:)0wer, to answer

the not unfrequent, and often somcAvhat desponding

inquiry concerning the guests under consideration, "But

what will you do with them when they come ?

"
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With reference, then, to a Christmas or New Year's

^oratherino- of Bible-class members, our first sugro-estion

would be as to securing a room of large and capable

dimensions. Some school-room can generally be found

fully spacious enough for an ordinary Bible-class tea-

party : its organisers probably agreeing with us in the

assertion that freedom of intercourse and an absence of

(jeiie or restraint, are almost impossibilities when the

guests can scarcely move without begging each other's

pardon, and have a consciousness throughout the even-

ing of being under the close and immediate inspection

of their superiors in position. We have heard of some

ladies who have shown their kind feeling for Bible-

classes of milliners and dress-makers by receiving them

annually in their own drawing-rooms : but, though

such a reception v^^ould undoubtedly be felt a high

honour, we question whether anything like the same

enjoyment can be got out of an apartment of which the.

Brussels carpets and pier-glasses would inevitably call

for " company manners," as out of a roomy and well-lit

school-room, the long tables and boarded floors sug-

gesting easy sociality of intercourse, with opportunities

for breaking up into little knots for aside chats and for

oTeetincrs of old friends.o o

We would decorate our rooms, and make the deco-

rations matter of interest and admiration. Should

texts be interwoven with evergreens, we would suggest

10—2
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tliat tliey should be season texts, Christmas or New
Year mottoes, L'kely to stamp the joy of the season on

the whole festival. We need liardly sa}^ a word as

to the taste of putting up mottoes such as we heard

of on one occasion—" The rich and the poor meet to-

orether ; the Lord is the Maker of them all."

Then, as to the manner of reception : we would sug-

gest to teachers, and to all who assist as superintend-

ents or otherwise, that the little attention of receiving-

Bible-class o'uests, not in out-door, but in in-door at-

tire, brightened by some slight festal touches, is not

thrown away. It helps to carry out the feeling of the

occasion being one honoured and regarded with pleasure

by the givers of the entertainment as well as by the

invited Bible-class members. In one such gathering

we noticed that every lady-friend helping in the

arrangements wore a bow of white ribbon; Avhile

little nosegays, presented in more than one instance to

their teacher by the Bible-class members themselves,

gave an idea of pleasant preparation for the evening.

We do not receive friends of our own standing, in hats

and bonnets ; and we can imagine that the vision of a

teacher's familiar Sunday bonnet might convey to her

class an indistinct feeling of being regarded as only on

a footing to be received professionally—the very notion

which we desire to avoid.

In many towns kindly-disposed nurscr}' gardeners are
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to be found who will lend flowering plants or evergreens

for the white-covered tables. These, placed at regular

intervals, lend something of tlie aesthetic to the more

practical provision of cake and of the tempting loaves

and o-olden butter ; for bread and butter should not,

to oar thinking, be cut up and piled—school fashion

—

•on these occasions.

Let us suppose the visitors assembled. The Bible-

class guests, mingling with such former members as,

in consequence of previous efforts on the part of the

teachers, may have been enabled to attend, are received

by that pleasant little congregational alliance which,

with the clergyman at its head, includes Bible-class and

Sunday-school teachers, some of the working ladies

and gentlemen of the parish^ it may be, the school-

master and mistress, and a small general following of

helpers in various positions, without whom no such

festivity is ever supposed to be properly organised.

There is care as to the grouping of old friends at the

tea-tables; and shy new-comers_, at "the tea-party"

for the first time, are introduced by the teacher to

kindly longer-established members, with the under-

standing that they shall thus be made to feel at

home with the others. The signal for silence is given^

and grace is either said by the clergyman or sung by

all present.

Then it is that a little tact will be required on the
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part of presiding friends, in order to the breaking

through of a certain amount of ice—a shy feeling of

constraint—which, unless quickly done away with^ is

fatal to any real enjoyment on the part of the guests.

We hope that our readers will not think it derogatory to

tlic dignity of their office, if we suggest that some quiet

fun, freely promoted at this stage of the proceedings,

will not by any means interfere with more serious en-

o^ao-ements later on in the evenino-. "We have seen the

tongues of a Avhole table untied by the propounding of

a riddle with some mirthful answer ; and as we take it

for granted that at each table assistant friends will

bo eno'ao'ed in takino- as well as in makino- tea withO CD O' O'

the rest of the party, the}^ will find the advice to pro-

vide themselves with a few queries of this nature,

ready to be launched at suitable intervals, by no means

to be despised.

After tea, games are generally popular. Magic music

— if a piano or concertina, with a good performer, can

bo secured—is an excellent amusement, and highly

appreciated. The person selected for finding a hidden

article, or for performing some prescribed action, should

be sufficiently well known, and able to enter with

humoiu' into the sj)irit of the game. Proverbs, magic

words, and such games, admit of a great deal of enjoy-

ment ; and sometimes really good dissolving views, or a

clever conjuror, will keep a whole party entranced for a
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great part of the evening. We have knoAvn the latter

exhibition wind up brilliantly with the mysterious hat,

from which some little gift has been produced for each

person present.

On one occasion of a Christmas gathering, much and

prolonged interest and pleasure was excited by the

delivery at the door, after a resounding postman's

knock, of a parcel of letters, duly stamped, one of

which was directed, in an unknown hand, to each

member of the party, teachers included. The first

surprise was followed by no little laughter, and by

cries of " A trick !" when it was discovered that each

envelope contained a perfectly blank sheet of paper

;

while all sorts of surmises were indulged in as to the

perpetrator of the not very brilliant hoax. The affair

seemed to have passed off, when the sender of the

letters—the onl}' person in the secret—declaring aloud

that her hands were too cold for music until she had

warmed them at the fire, proceeded rather noticeably

to do so, her own blank letter in her hand. The next

minute she exclaimed that the paper was covered with

writing. There was, of course, a general cry for the

development of each of the other letters ; and, as one by

one these were held to the fire or the lamps, and read

aloud by some of the gentlemen present, the invisible

ink* was made clearly visible, and each one found her-

* Invisible ink may be obtained at any stationer's. The whitest

paper should be used for such letters.
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self possessed of some appropriate Christmas greeting

in verse, or of some other little written remembrance

of the evening—compositions from which a sparkle of

humour w^as by no means excluded, and which were

carried off as treasured memorials of a festivity after-

wards described by a poor woman as having been

"just like heaven!"

Photographic albums, containing the portraits of past

and present members of the Bible-class, are much in

request on such occasions, as well as others with like-

nesses of the clergymen and their families, Sunday-

school teachers, and other well-known friends. We
would advise every teacher to possess a Bible-class

album, which all will take pleasure in furnishing.

Music and singing should form, to our thinking, a

prominent portion of the pleasures of an assembly such

as we are describing. Probably there will have been

previous practising for the occasion, and the sweet

voices of Bible-class singers, past and present, will be

united in old songs, as well as in others more recently

acquired. It will be found a good plan to have a few

songs specially belonging, as it were, to an individual

Bible-class, and yearly sung at such meetings. Absent

members will be recalling them with loving memories,

and they will acquire a sort of sacredness as time goes

on, and as one and another Avho may have formerly

joined in them falls out of the ranks,—it may be to
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join in a better song above. One such song, which, in

a Bible-chxss of many years' standing, is what the

*•' Dulce domum " might be to a Winchester scholar,

has been appended; in the belief that some teachers

may be glad at the new-year season to adopt it for

those under their charge.

The music should not, we are inclined to suggest, be

wholly confined to the class singers. It is no small

j)leasure when a little instrumental music—a duet, it,

may be, of harp or concertina and piano—is performed

by some of their entertainers, or when some glee or

chorus, demanding more educated voices, is contributed

by ladies and gentlemen sufficiently interested in tlic

eveninfj's success thus to lend their aid.

Music is an. excellent medium for shading off from

the o^ames, from o-ift-distributions, from the Christmas-

tree, or from other more lively pleasures of the evening,

to the more serious tone of thought and feeling whicii

should mark its conclusion ; and as gleeful Christmas

or New Year songs gradually give place to carol, hymn,

or anthem, the minds of all will be insensibly prepared

for a closing address, and for evening prayer, conducted,

it is to be hoped, by one of the clergymen of the

parish. How valuable and how earnest such addresses

may be it is beyond our province to show ; but all

who have followed us so far with somewhat of sym-

pathetic feeling will understand the longing desire on
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the part of the teacher that such an address should

more closely link the class to its pastor, and should be

a fit carrying on, not only of the uniting and gladden-

ing influences of the occasion, but also of the constant

endeavours, in the weekly instruction, to set forth the

necessity for a personal union with a crucified and

livino- Saviour.

When all guests have departed, and the closing

refreshments have been handed round, the teacher, who
will liave contrived to gain many an aside talk dur-

ing the evening, should, if possible, have a last few

minutes alone with the members of the Bible-class

—

making it the occasion of expressing greetings, and

hopes, and interest, for which, in the case of many of

the old members, there may not be a later opportunity.

There will, probably, be a short review of the Bible-

class history of the past year, a few words as to in-

crease or decrease in numbers, as to attendance at the

Lord's Table, as to advance, or the reverse, in mis-

sionary effort. There will be remembrance of absent

members, and, it may be, of some gathered to a bet-

ter Home ; and, after a special renewal of welcome to

old friends and associates who may have been able to

attend on the occasion, some short, earnest word or

motto for the coming year will, probably, at such a

time sink into the hearts of all present. Perhaps the

sweet notes of " May the grace of Christ our Saviour
"
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will form a last harmony, closing in tlie evening's en-

joyment.

Such gatherings, passing though they be, tend in no

sliglit measure to the building up into a real and solid

fabric Bible-Class influences and associations. The Ke-

view, although it may not seem a militar}^ measure of

aggressive importance, tells in no insignificant degree

on the standing and spirit of the regiment. It is our

own fault if our Reviews fail to do the same.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

iBr
:4zzS:

The Old Tear has passed, with its joys and its sor-rows
The New Tear has come, with its hope and its fearj

And now, on the threshold of unknown to - morrovrs, Dear

3E -F—
=1: ^m
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friends, we would wish you A Yeak.

:^ -^-

:^ •:^-:^

We ask not for honour, we look not for treasure
;

Tliese last but a moment—they soon disappear
;

Though ours were silver and gold without measure,

Oh, these could not bring us a hatpy New Year !

We know not what cares may e'en now be before us,

We know not wdiat joy or what grief may be near
;

We know not which voice may be missed from our chorus

"\Mien next we shall wish you a happy Xew^ Yeah !

But we know that the smile of our Father in heaven

Brings sunshine to sorrow, dispels every fear

:

He will not withhold who a Saviour has given,

And oh, may He send you a happy Xew Year !

\ThU hjma ynay hr oUalned sfparatehj.']
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CHAPTER X.

BIBLE-CLASS CORRESPOXDENCE.

" I HAVE no greater joy than to hear that my children

walk in the truth." So wrote the beloved disciple to

one of his children in the Lord, of whom, even in days

when communication by letter was no easy matter, he

had never lost sight. And in studying the Nev/ Testa-

ment and the conduct of the Apostles towards those

over whom they had been placed, we cannot but be

struck with their determination to keep up by corre-

spondence fellowship with those from whom they

were parted, as well as by their expectation^of real re-

sults in the hearts and lives of their distant flocks

from the study of Epistles carefully drawn up, and

constantly followed by prayer. St. John, whether

writing to the elect lady concerning her children, and

those to whom she might open her house, or to Gains

in affectionate commendation of his hospitality, showed

forth that individual interest in the affairs of his friends
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whicli we all know lio\v to prize. And yet more, St.

Paul, who in his Epistles to the churches never forgot

remenihrance hy name of those whom such remem-

brance would, he well knew, cheer and inspirit in their

work, conducting his correspondence with a view to

its exercising the greatest possible amount of influence,

wrote to the Colossians, " When this Epistle is read

among you, cause that it be read in the church of the

Laodiceans, and that ye likewise read the Epistle from

Laodicea." In all cases he displayed that individual care

and recollection of the men and women who laboured in

the Lord, which must have in no small degree enhanced

his personal influence^ and must have caused them to

realise that " though absent in bod}^ he was with them

in spirit, joying and beholding their order, and the

steadfastness of their faith in Christ."

And we who are teachers, though not Apostles, have

it as our office to hand on, and to impress, and to labour

to disseminate apostolic teaching; and it surely be-

comes us well, taking an example from their practice, to

leave no means unused whereby we may more widely

ttnd effectually extend the influence of our instructions.

Our letters to those separated from us by absence are

not, indeed, to be ranked in impoi'tance with inspired

epistles ; but it is for us to remember that .the H0I3'

Spirit's guidance, and power to give us a right judg-

ment in all things, is a present and living reality ; and
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that He will never refuse to direct us in efforts for

which His teaching has been sought, or withhold from

them that blessing which can infuse life into the

simplest letters written for the Master's sake.

We imagine it impossible that any earnest teacher

can be insensible to the importance of a system of

correspondence by which he or she may maintain

relations with those separated from the influence of

the Bible-class. One of its appurtenances should

always be a register containing the names and

addresses of former members, together with the date

of their leaving the class ; and when the numbers of

the class are large, such a register will demand revision

as names become changed by marriage, and addresses

need alteration. The existence of this register

should be known in the class; valuable aid towards

the maintenance of its accuracy being often furnished

by its members who know that the teacher is glad to

be informed of changes of name and place, and who,

mindful of their absent associates, will frequently stay

behind with some request such as, " I've heard from

Mary, ma'am; and s lie's gone to a new place, and she

told me to give her duty to you, and to say how much
she misses the class on Sundays ; and I think, ma'am,

she'd be very glad if you'd write to her. She didn't

tdl me to say so, but IVe brought you her address,

as I know she'd feel shy of writing to you first."
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If these pages should bj^ any chance be studied by

teachers who have not been led to regard correspon-

dence with former members of their classes as a part

of their duty, it will hardly be out of place here to

impress upon them the wide department of possible

usefulness upon which they may thus enter. How
many of us who have known for ourselves loneliness,

sickness, depression, or indecision as to our path of

duty, have looked out for, and eagerh' gi\asped, the

letter for which we had hoped—perhaps even prayed

—

the letter from some dear absent friend or relative to

whom we have learnt to look up with reverent affec-

tion, assuring us of sympathy and of constant remem-

brance. Have not the kind words leading us to look

on the bright side of our trouble, and, above all, helping

us with some fresh thought concerning a present Love,

and a realised and living vSaviour, been sometimes

re^^arded as a message of help and guidance received

directly from His own hand ?

But, keenly as we may for ourselves have felt the

comfort and help of such communications, we can,

perhaps, hardly realise how precious to some serving

sisters or brothers, with hardly any one else to write

to them, and for the first time, it may be, absent from

their own homes, a letter from a teacher to whom they

have attached themselves may prove.

*' I was standing all alone on Christmas-eve/' wrote
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one such, " and feeling so low_, away in London, and

thinking about everybody at dear St. M 's, and

how bus}^ you would be, and how happy I used

to be there when Christmas came round, and it clicl

seem so lonel}^ And while T was there, looking out of

the window, the postman came to the door, and I went

for the letters, and there was yours to me. It made
everything seem different to think I was remembered

;

and your sending me the songs they were to sing in

the schools brought all our St. M 's Christmas

hymns and songs to my mind, and I seemed to feel

myself there once more, with the thought that in all

of it you hadn't forgotten me."

Surely one such testimony from a 3'oung servant

in her first place to a teacher seeking to follow her

out with love and prayer, would be an encourao-e-

ment to the adoption of a plan often involving effort

and self-denial, but almost more tha,n any other pro-

ductive of a rich harvest of at least grateful appre-

ciation. Those who for any length of time have

carried out such efforts, will be able to quote innu-

merable instances in which such testimonies as, " Just

when I needed help, your kind letter came as a mes-

sage to me ;" " I was reading over your letter that you

wrote to me last New Year, now that I'm in such

trouble, and I know that you won't think me takinof a

liberty to ask you to tell me what I should do ;" "I

11
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never come to Sunday afternoon when the Bible-class

is meeting, without trying to be with you in spirit,

and praying for a blessing,"—bring a present affluence

of encouragement to the teacher in the assurance that

this department of his labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Besides the actual teaching which letters such as a

wise and loving teacher will send to his class friends

ought to convey, and beyond tlie cheering sense of

being remembered, which would in itself be enough

to cause them to be hailed with joy by those to whom
they are addressed, the sense of being regarded as a

correspondent by a former teacher, the assurance that

in all times of difficulty, doubt^ and bereavement a few

lines to a tried friend of superior education and position

will bring a prompt answer of sympathy and affec-

tionate guidance, will often infuse, and at all times

strengthen, a feeling of self-respect, raising and en-

nobling the character which from such stepping-stones

Avill most frequently rise to reverence. And this sense

of sympathy, this belief that what touches him is

actually for that reason of importance to his teacher,

that he is remembered, thought of, talked of, prayed

for, will, not unfrequently, even in the absence of a

liigher motive, elevate the heart of a former hearer;

while the resolution flashes in upon him to live and

work " so as that they shall see it isn't being thrown

iiway having such as cares to think of me when I'm

irone."
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When the attendance at a Bible-class is, and lias

"been, numerous, a frequent correspondence with its

absent members is, of course, an impossibility. In

many cases it is enough that they should, on occasion

of the parting interview, and after the parting prayer

with their teacher, be told that at any time, when

needing help, or desiring a letter, they have but to

write, and they may be sure of an answer. The

request that they will themselves write, on finding out

how tliey like their new position, will often furnish

them with a pretext for a first letter, the teacher's

reply to which will be abundantly sufficient to re-

assure them as to the affectionate reception of any

subsequent epistle. Then, when sickness comes, or

when seeking a situation, or when needing help, they

will have the comfort of knowing that an experiment

which succeeded before will be successful as^ain, and

they will have learnt to turn to a tried friend witliout

fear of being misunderstood.

Concerning an annual letter to the whole class we

shall add a few words further on. But we would at

this point pause for a moment at the enquiry made by

some teachers less experienced in this matter than

those who have long been in the work, who have been

heard to exclaim, " Don't you find it hard to write to

those sort of people ? I should hardly know how to

begin or wliat to say to persons of that class. I should

11—2
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Lc veiy glad to give tliem any pleasure I could ; but I

really cannot see that unless they were ill, or in some

great trouble, I should find anything particular to

write about."

We are inclined to think that the fact of being a

teacher at all argues the existence of so much sympathy

and kind Christian feeling tliat most of our fraternity,

fcdrl}^ determined to make a beginning, would find the

act of placing themselves in their correspondents*

position, and foncying what would suit them best in

that position, a sufficient starting-point for a letter

certain to convey unaffected pleasure. But might we

venture to offer one or two suggestions on the subject,

the first would be this :—Do not be afraid of lowering^

your dignity by writing to the lad behind the counter,

or to this girl in service, or to that 3'oung person in

business, as you would write to a friend in your own

position. Write natvirall}', kindl}', we might add,

respectfully ; by which we mean that a cordial respect

for the position of honourable bread-winning and self-

reliant occupation should be transparent through all

you write. Our dignity can take cai'e of itself. To

v:rite doivn to your Bible-class friend would be as

little likely to do him good as talking from a pedestal

of superior position would be likely to reach his heart.

We would not compose a letter like a sermon, as if

religion were the only ground on which friends of
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different positions could meet, A little chat concern-

ing the teacher's own interests and occupations,

implying a genuine confidence in the sympathy of the

reader, a notice of any family changes, a few words

about the interest of the parish or district, such as

would be pleasant for an absent one to hear, will con-

vince him that you do not only write, as it were,

professional letters, but that you write as from one

friend to another. It need hardly be added that a

notice of any intercourse with members of his family,

—how they looked, and " how much they thought of

him,"—will, in case of its having come to pass, be

warmly appreciated ; nor, further, that the teacher will

so throw himself into his correspondent's occupations,

position, and difficulties, as to make him feel that

each of these have been real matters of consideration

with him, and are fully entered into. There will then,

probably, be some little notice of the Bible-class, of

increase of numbers, of old friends who have left the

place, and of new plans started. And we can imagine

some such words as the following introducing the

earnest concluding portion of the letter :

—

" We all miss you, dear C , and wish for you on

Sundays ; and we all look forward to having you with

us again. I was thinking of you particularly last

Sunday afternoon, for you would have enjoyed our

subject. It was ,"—and here, perhaps, the chief
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point of the lesson, the parting motto and a few lielp-

ful lasting thoughts \Yill be given, which will make
the letter one to be laid aside, and read and re-read,

Bible in hand.

Some little enclosure will peculiarly enhance the

value of the letter, and the sense of the friendliness

A\diich has dictated it. Photographs are invaluable for

this purpose, while a small illuminated text, or a well-

selected hymn-leaflet, or a few floAvers, will be prized

far more than the inexperienced reader can imagine.

" I counted all the letters you ever wrote to me, last

week," we heard one young mother say to her teacher,,

eight or nine years after she had left the Bible-class;

" they came to near fifty. I wouldn't lose one of them

not for anything."

Often by thus keeping in sight those who have long

left the place and the class_, opportunities for meeting

on journeys^ and on occasion of visits from home, will

present themselves ; and few pleasanter interludes can

diversify a travelling expedition than the sight at some

Avayside station of an old Bible-class friend who, it may
be^ has '' married a\yay in the country," and who, with-

some bonny baby in her arms, is proud to meet the

train to gain the chance of a few minutes with her old

teacher.

Another advantage of thus following out members of

a Bible-class is the opportunity aff'orded of introducing
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them to some kindred class^ or to some friend of

clergyman in the locality to which they have removeci.

Surely no teacher having it in his power to give to

one of his flock going to a strange place an intro-

duction by which a kind and Christian friend might

be secured, would omit to avail himself of such an

opportunity. Let him fancy himself placed amongst

strangers, and cut off from home associations, and he

will realise how greatly such an introduction would

be valued. It is, indeed, much to be desired that,

with this object in view, some list of adult classes,

male and female, throuo-hout the kingdom, in which a

line of introduction might secure a welcome to a

stranger from a kindred Bible-class, might be in the

hands of every Bible-class teacher. Such an organiza-

tion, while it Avould tend, by the fact of enrolment

amongst others, to prevent a sense of isolation in the

work common to many teachers, would be, further, an

invaluable resource to those who, earnest for the

welfare of souls committed to their charixe, mio-ht at

once transfer them to a centre of Christian influence

and care.

'' Parted from E. and her sister. I never felt more

pain in wishing good-bye to any members of the Bible-

class. They know the truth intellectually better than

any, and are, so far as I can judge, strangers to any

real desire after change of heart." Such, several years
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ago, was the entry in tlie private journal of a Bible-class

which has furnished many of the experiences recorded

in these chapters. The young women alluded to were

old acquaintances; the elder, a handsome, stylishly-

dressed dressmaker ; the younger, an apprentice in a

house of business. They were going to set up for them-

selves in London,and, doubtful as to whether they would

have time to call, their teacher herself called on them

to say good-bye. They were clever, superior 3^oung

women, more highly educated than most of the Bible-

class, and in their manners and address conveying a

consciousness of capability and self-reliance likely to

carry them on successfully in their new position.

Their teacher was courteously and respectfully re-

ceived. The. young women were grateful to her for

having taken the trouble of calling ; and though Miss

, the elder, was interrupted more than once b}'

calls to the show-room, a few earnest words respecting

the dano-er of restino^ for salvation on a life of mere

respectability, were silently and not impatiently re-

ceived.

" And now, dear friends^ I want you to make me a

promise before we part. I will give you an intro-

duction to the lady at the head of a Bible-class for

young persons in business. If you receive an invita-

tion from her, will you join it ? will you do it because

it is my parting wish ?"
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The young women looked at each other. The elder

<lid not like to bmd herself; neither liked to contradict

the friend whom tliey had known for so many years.

" Well, I don't mind if we do—at least to try/' was the

answer at last. '' Yes, ma'am, we will."

The Superintendent of the Young Women's Home
in M Street kindly lost no time in calling on the

sisters, even before they were fully established in their

West-end business. She died shortly after ; but her

loving promptitude in acting upon the request then

made to her was to bear rich fruit. She invited them

to the Sunday-class, and, mindful of their promise, they

came on two successive Sundays.

"I'll not trouble to come again," said the elder of the

two to her sister, as they left the house ;
" it's dull

work coming Sunday after Sunday to be preached to."

" But you knoAv we promised Miss ," was the

answer ;
" it won^t seem like keeping a promise to stop

after only twice coming."

" Well, I'll come once more," replied the elder sister

;

" I'm sure three times will be keeping our word quite

enough."

And on that third Sunday the class was taken by a

lady whose w^ords went home to the hearts of the sis-

ters as no other words had ever done before. It was

the beginnincT of life to both hearts. Soon after, a letter

was received telling with gladness of the great change
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Avliicli had come to them, of a newly found Saviour^

of joy and peace in believing—a letter expressing-

wonder and shame at the long neglect of the Gospel

message, and earnestly thanking the friend who had in-

troduced them to a place which had proved the birth-

])lace of their souls. A short time after, late one even-

ing, the mother of the 3'Onng people—a truly Christian

woman—called. She had been to see them in town,

and had walked a long distance to the house of their

former teacher. " I felt I must tell 3^ou myself, ma'am,"

she said, " of what a Sunday I had. My daughters

Avere steady, respectable girls, but wilful and careless

of tlie truth. And now," and the tears came quickly,.

" the change has come which I had almost given up

hoping for. They seem quite full of the joy of having

found the Lord. On Sunday we all went to church

together, and, for the first time, all to tlie Lord's Table
;

and it seemed as if I had never known such happiness

before."

After ha\ang thus been brought to know their

Saviour, both sisters gave up all their spare time to

helping forward the work of leading others to the same

blessed hope. One, until her own health failed, took

the chief management of a ragged school in one of the

worst parts of tlie City ; the elder, under the guidance

of the lady whose teaching had been so blest to her,

became for many years, and still continues, most useful
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among the young people of her own position, and

many others; her superior education and manners

peculiarly (jualifying her to assist in such efforts.

Some months after the parting referred to, she un-

expectedly called in the evening on the friend of her

earlier days; and very uniting and joyful was the hour

of Christian communion which followed.

" I hope you won^t think me taking a liberty,

ma'am," she said, before leaving ;
" but I've brought

this little parcel for you; I knowyouVe always so busy

at Christmas time, making up presents—housewifes

and bags—for the school children and Bible-class tea-

party, and I've been collecting these pieces, and some

which I had by me from old stores, which might save

you trouble."

" But E., these are too good," was the reply; "I hardly

like to take them ; they are really of value, and might

be of use to you for yourself;" for the store was of a

liberal description.

" Thank you^ ma'am," was the reply ;
" but }'oii

know I should never dress now as I used to—the more

([uiet the better. I was so pleased to think of some-

thing you could u^e that I might help in."

It was a passing remark, that concerning her dress

;

but any lady teacher will know how much was implied

by the few words betraying such a comj)lete change of

taste and feeling. The quiet apparel, the neat shawL
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«ind bonnet, whicli^ modestly put on, had replaced the

showy stylish over-dressing, for ever laid aside, told a

tale of their own ; and on few names in a Bible-class

register of many years ago does the teacher's eye rest

with a deeper thankfulness than on those of the sisters

whose departure had been previously recorded with no

little pain and anxiety.

But we must leave this brief extract from the pages

of Bible-class records, liere inserted in illustration of

the desirableness of following up and corresponding

Avith absent members, for a final notice of a plan

which has been found eminently useful, not only in

stirring up to a sense of class-union, and distinctive

fellowship, members in actual attendance on a Bible-

class, but also in maintainino- the feelino^ amono- former

members, and in carrying to each one, present or ab-

sent, an earnest word of loving exhortation at a time,

and in a manner, peculiarly calculated to be valued and

remembered. We refer to the plan of a New Year's

letter sent annually to every member of the class ; the

same letter, with tlie addition of a special paragraph,

being sent by post to those on the teacher's list of for-

mer members.

It would be difficult, without risking a charge of

exaggeration, to convey any idea of the value set upon

such letters. Towards the close of the year members

lingering behind after the class will put in special
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petitions for tlie remembrance of those concerning

Avhose entry on its register they may be doubtful. " If

you please, ma'am, there's Mrs. , she has been some-

times, but she's never joined regularly, and she doesn't

like to now till after Christmas, for fear it may seem

as if she wanted to come for the tea-party; but I know
how she's hoping for a letter, and we know, ma'am, it

ruay bring a blessing." Or, " I've heard from Jane

;

she's changed her j^lace, and sent her address for fear

she wouldn't get a letter." The constant recurrence of

precautions from absent members to secure the recep-

tion of their former teacher's New Year's -messao-eo
shows the value attached to this practice.

As some teachers of large classes may not have

thought of attempting such a plan, they may care to

know that in this yearly letter, sent round by a mes-

senger on New Year's-eve to each resident Bible-class

member, a motto is suggested, which forms a sort of

watchword for the year. Where the numbers of a class

are so small that a teacher finds an individual letter to

each within the compass of his time and capability
_, hi&

thus writing privately will, of course^ be the best jlan

of all. But as this is not usually possible, a lithograph

or printed letter, the name of the person to whom it is

addressed being filled up afterwards, together with the

teacher's autograph signature, will be found nearly as

welcome. One of the pretty New Year's or Christmas-
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cards, now so common, will be found a pleasant addi-

tion.

Plans sucli as these, though often laborious, and de-

manding no little expenditure of time and care, bring-

good to the promoters as well as to those for whose

special benefit they are undertaken. Can we write to

our classes concerning the necessity for holiness of life,

for daily striving, for urgent prayer, for confoimity to

tlie image of Jesus, and not have impressed upon our

o^vn hearts the earnest need of increased efforts after

holiness, of renewed and constant supplication for

the Holy Spirit to be shed on ourselves as w^ell as

on them 1 We seek to win those to whom we are

closely related as brethren and friends ; and assuredly'

w^e shall best be able to succeed in these efforts by con-

stant intercourse with Him who, stooping down to our

lowly humanity, whispers in our ears:

—

" I have called

you friends
;
ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen

you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring-

forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that

whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, He may give it

unto you."
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CHAPTER XL

<3X THE BEST METHOD OF EXCITING AND MAINTAINING

A MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN THE BIBLE-CLASS.

Suggestions from various quarters have led to our

concluding this series of chapters with a consideration

of the best methods of interesting a Bible-class in Mis-

sionary ivorh.

On this subject experiences are various. One teacher

suggests a Sunday in the month wholly devoted to

Missionary instruction. A second considers it sufficient

to superintend the monthly purchase and distribution

of Missionar}^ periodicals : while a third, perhaps, is

inclined to the opinion that there is so much to be

done at home, that at present foreign efforts can be left

alone ; and fears frightening away class-members by

bringing forward the subject.

It is, of course, a matter admitting of many and

various opinions; but we are inclined to think that the

first of these plans, however desirable in a Sunday-
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school, is, in the case of a Bible-class, attended with

serious drawbacks. It concentrates into one Sunday's

teachino- what mioht be with more advantas^e diffused,

in the way of illustration, narrative, or direct instruc-

tion, through two or three ; and, moreover, creates a

serious break in the course of Scripture study which

may be engrossing the minds of both teachers and

hearers. A Bible-class attendant, deeply struck with

the teacher's exposition of the conversion of St. Paul

in the way to Damascus, will be hardly satisfied when,

on the following Sunday, expecting the continuation of

the history, he finds some Missionary narrative, how-

ever interesting, unexpectedly interrupting its course.

And, indeed, the earnest teacher will feel the weekly

opportunity for imparting distinctive Scriptural in-

struction so precious, as to grudge the dedication of so

laro-e a proportion of time exclusively to Missionary

intelligence. School children have, or ought to have,

daily opportunities of receiving Bible instruction; but

members of the Bible -class are in general limited to

those of the Sunday, which are of value accordingly.

The Missionary information, also, thus dehvered, will,

as a general rule, be somewhat unconnected ; and very

frequently members who have missed the previous

" Missionary afternoon," will, in consequence, find it

difficult to seize on the details subsequently laid befoie

them.
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As regards the circulation of Missionary, and, indeed,

of other well-certified reh'gious periodicals, we be-

lieve it to be a plan attended with much advantage
—it being always understood that no payments are

accepted by the teacher on Sunday ; but, for the arous-

ing and maintenance in a Bible-class of real Missionary

spirit, this, unaccompanied by living teaching and

influence, will not, to our thinking, be of stable or per-

manent effect.

Holding, however, as we do, that every Church

having real spiritual life must, as a necessary outgrowth

of that life, be more or less a Missionary Church, and

that every individual really grafted into the true Vine

must, of necessity, bring forth fruit to the glory of God,

it follows that a Bible-class, upon which, in smaller or

greater degree, it has pleased God to pour down His

Holy Spirit, must, in such degree, become a Missionary

agency for the promotion of His kingdom, both at home

and, so far as may be, abroad also.

" How do you contrive to get so large a Missionary

collection from your Bible-class V we heard a clergy-

man inquire of a teacher, as a sum of several pounds

appeared in a list of yearly subscriptions.

" I ask myself the question," was the reply ;
" and I

can only say ' whose hearts the Lord hath touched.'
"

To that same class words such as these have been

frequently addressed when the real mainspring of

12



178 BEST METHOD OF EXCITING AND MAINTAINING

Christian action has been dwelt upon :
" It is for this

reason, dear friends, that on Sundays I do not so often

dwell upon things we ought or ought not to do, as

upon that love of Jesus which, like a mainspring in a

watch, when once ruling the heart, sets the hands and

all else to work according to His will. A great many-

have said, 'I hope you speak to your Bible-class about

the duty of dressing plainly—the young people now-a-

days are ruined by the love of gay clothing !' but I

cannot say that I feel inclined to do so. I would rather

show you what the love of Christ is ; I would rather

pray for you, and entreat you, with all the earnestness

that I have, to become His. Then, of course, you will

dress to please Him. We who are Christians have our

own fashions given to us—the robe of humility, the

ornament of a meek and quiet spirit—sobriety and

modesty in all our outward apparel, because He would

have us so. We like to please the taste of any one

we love—husband, or father, or mother—in what we

Vv'ear, and we Christians may thus always dress with

the thought of pleasing our Master. So about Mis-

sionary contributions. I do not press upon you the

duty of giving to our Missionary collection. I do not

see why those among you wlio do not know what a

precious thing the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for their

own souls, should deny themselves to send it to others.

I would rather you did not feel obliged to do it, rather
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that you should not give to please me, or from any other

motive. You have not yet a real part in the concern.

"On you, however, who are Christ's, who have

come to Him, who are living for Him, who are daily

drawing from His fulness grace for the day's need,

on you who have heard Him say, ' Tliy sins are for-

given thee : go in peace,' I do not need to press the

matter. It is your own affair. You have an opportu-

nity of helping forward your dear Redeemer's kingdom,

and you feel you cannot help thus showing your love

to Him who so loved you. You have an opening laid

before you for sending life to souls sunk in darkness

and death, and you cannot help longing that they

should hear of the love which has won you, which has

pardoned you, which has saved you. Of course you

are Missionaries in your own homes, for you are Chris-

tians. Of course you will, so far as you may be able,

do something to spread the glory of Jesus, and to send

the message of love wherever you can. It lies between

you and Him who, for your sakes, became poor, that

you through His poverty might become rich. To you

the voice comes from the heathen lands

—

*"0 you who have life—you who fear not to die,

Send us heliD from afar, and give heed to our cry :

That to you in death's hour the thought may be given

—

I have brought some to Christ who will meet me in heaven.' "

Dr. Chalmers, in his noble words concerning the

newness of life belonging to an acceptance of Christ's

12 2
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offer of salvation, has spoken of tlte expulsive pov:er of
a neiv affection as that which must cause the ways of

this world " in the which ye^also walked some time past

when ye lived in them/' to become tasteless and un-

attractive to the Christian. May we not also speak of

the /'/upulsive power of that new affection ? Certainly,

in some Bible-classes, it has proved a reality. The
'• riches of liberality/' which have testified to the con-

straining power of the love of Jesus in the hearts of

their Christian members, have reminded those con-

nected with them of some to whom the Apostle wrote

that they were "forward a year ago." The Missionary

subscriptions, often sent in with the simple label,

" From one of tlte Bible-class,'' have been not unfre-

quently in gold ; while home Missionary efforts have

afforded a daily opportunity of self-denying testimony

to the love of Him who first loved us.

But having, we trust, established the point that

tliose who are, as teachers, trying to stir up Missionary

earnestness among their class, will do well to see to

the rooting and grounding of all such earnestness in

the love of Christ, we would by no means stop there.

Starting from the general desire to help forward Mis-

sionary work, which must spring from the constraining

])ower of that love, the teacher will try to vivify and

give increased interest to these desires, by carefully

directing the sympathies of his class towards specific
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-and distinct objects of Missionary effort, and by himssll:*

actino" as their o-uide to varied fields of Missionav/

enterprise.

And we here come to a point on which many of thu

teacher fraternity will find reason for some self-inquiry.

What as to oiiv oiun Missionary knowledge ? How fin-

is it connected and thorough ? It devolves upon us to

render the Missionary interest of our classes intelligent

and distinct, as well as deeply-rooted; and is it not

our too common experience that, while sensible of the

duty of supporting Missionary work in general, our

acquaintance with the history, with the chronology,

the growth, and the facts of particular missions, is

slight and confused. An anecdote from this mission,

and an anecdote from that; BishojD Crowther's story

from West Africa, and some histories of success from

Tinnevelly; reminiscences of the Mutiny; crocodiles,

^nd Suttee in India^ and descriptions of heroic strife

aojainst ice, snow, and heathenism in America :—these

stores, increased from time to time by Missionary ad-

dresses at the meetings, or by anecdotes cut out from

a newspaper or report, too often represent the stock

in trade of our Missionary knowledge, sometimes of S(j

heterogeneous a nature as hardly to allow of classi-

fication.

And it is this want of tlwroiigliness in the study of

Missionary history which tells upon our own warmth
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of interest in the subject, as well as upon our teaching-

English and French and Roman and Grecian history

arc worthy of careful and diligent research ; but the

advancement of the Kingdom whicii is not of this

Avorld, the long continuation of the Acts of the Apostles^

which is being lived and written over the earth in our

time, as it was in those of our fathers—this is a study

which we too often push into a corner. The newspaper-

carries the day over tlie Missionar}^ records ; we do not

realise the treasure which will be yielded to patient

and intelligent digging for spoil in the wide fields

Avhich they represent, and, in our heart of hearts, are

inclined to consider the task a dry and dull one.

Which of us could fire our class into enthusiasm by

a connected history of the " Great Britain of Africa"

—

tliat Madagascar, whereof the records contain instances

of heroism as lofty, of faithfulness as undying, as any^

that has ever glorified the world's liistory ? And yet

this history so belongs to our own da}^ as to have had

its beginning as late as the year 1819. Which of us

could stir up the sympathies of our hearers with a con-

secutive narration of the living evidence to the power

of a living Spirit where the Christian colony of

Metlahkahtla borders the blue Pacific; where the

native Churches of the Chinese " Happy City" grow

and multiply under the sensible influence of that same

outpoured Comforter; where among the Arrian tribes



A MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN THE BIBLE-CLASS. 185

the Water of Life has flowed forth from " the place of

the Four Plowings" ; where the memories of Noble in

the Telugu country, and of Thomas in the Tinnevelly

district, and of Sargent in Travancore, and of countless

others who "climbed the steep ascent ofheaven through

peril, toil, and pain," are preserved in lasting monu-

ments, in living Churches, in schools and colleges, in

advanced outposts of the army of the Kingdom, and

have as trophies thousands of souls brought from dark-

ness into Gospel light.

This is not the place for a full entermg upon the

best method of obtaining Missionary knowledge, nor,

in all probability, will any such suggestions be regarded

as needful. But we maintain that, to infuse intere^_t

on the subject into his class, the teacher must be

willing to give many an liour of patient research to

thus studying history in her highest aspects ; and we

are willing confidently to aflirm that he who, first

taking a skeleton chart"^ of the history of a particular

Mission fvovi the begInning, step by step fills it up

* The Chronological Chart of the Church Missionary Society will

furnish an excellent basis. As a handbook, containing skeleton his-

tories of all missions, Froui Pole to Pol', by Mr. J. Hassell, of the

Home and Colonial School Society, published by Nisbet, is invaluable.

It has the additional recommendation of furnishing a list of all books

published on particular missions. ^^ The Church Misslonarij Juvenile

Instructor" is the cheapest and simjilest Church Missionary Magazine

for circulation in Bible-classes ; the cost being only one halfpenny

monthly ; and the information suitable for all.
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from memoirs, from volumes of Reports, and from every

other source within his reach, thus furnishing himself

at last with its connected history up to present days,

will find the hours slip by as he advances in his task

and will discover that the work is well worthy of his

best abilities.

To a certain extent, he will be able to carry his

class with him into the field which he is engaged in

exploring, and will probably discover that by using

illustrations, giving anecdotes, and mingling consecutive

teaching concerning one particular Mission, from time

to time, with his scriptural instruction, he will do for

more to animate their interest and to give satisfj-ing

Missionary information than by gathering materials

from more varied sources.

Let us suppose, for instance, a series of lessons from

the Parables of Matt. xiii. How strikingly might

every one of them be illustrated by chronological]}^

consecutive narratives and anecdotes from some Mis-

sionary history, from the first sowing of the good

seed in the field, to the closing parable of the net

gathering in the fish good and bad. Slowly, perhaps,

but distinctly, there will grow up in the minds of

the class an acquaintance with the leading features

of that Mission. Books concerning it will be lent to

those wishing to know more ; and the ofier of lending

tliese will often make an excellent pretext for inviting
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to the teacher's house some whom he may wish to

see alone. Often, at such times, the pointing out the

place on the map, and the exhibition of some Missionary

sketches or photographs, will furnish a pleasant and

easy introduction to more personal conversation.

On occasion of the Quarterly or Annual Parochial

Missionary Meetings, the teacher will endeavour to stir

up an enthusiasm amongst his hearers for the work to

be represented amongst them. It is a good plan, when

possible, to tell them in advance of the Mssions from

which the deputation have come, and to enkindle

their interest by some anecdotes or personal account of

their work. Another incitement is the preparation of

the hymns for the Church service and meetings, in

whichj probably, the musical members will like to take

special part. In some cases, especially when the

teacher happens to belong to the clergyman's family, it

will be possible to enhst the Missionary as a visitor to

the Bible- class; and his presence among them, even

though but for a short time, and a slight description

from his own lips of his life and work, w^ill do much to

rivet the interest and earnestness of its members.

The plan of a Missionary working-party is in some

places feasible^ and affords a royal opportunity for the

maintenance of Missionary spirit ; but its consideration

hardly belongs to these pages.

One plan, found very helpful and uniting in the
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support of earnestness in the growth of our Redeemer's

kingxlom, has been that of agreeing every Christmas to

make one Missionary station—generally a solitary and

cheerless one— a subject of private and united prayer,

the teacher and the class pleading very specially for a

Christmas blessing on the Missionary himself, and on

his work; and asking for the new year that the " Peace

on earth and good-will towards men" may indeed be a

message of life to those among whom he labours. News

from that station seems, always after^ to come as news

from a place in which all have a vested interest.

In drawing these chapters to a close, the writer feels

that a word ouo-ht to be said concernino- the clis-

couragements of Bible-class teacJdiig.

u For it has some peculiarl}^ its own. It seems like

the last opportunity time. The trifling of a child's

nature may give to the Sunday-school teacher less

anxiety than otherwise would be the case, from the

hope that the putting away of childish things will

come with advancing years. But we feel as if to us in

our Bible-class work the very outposts of influence

were committed; as if we alone now stood between

those for whom it has been given to us so earnestly to

care, and the throwm^- aside of all the sacred asso-

ciations which with church and school influences we

have endeavoured to weave around them. And when
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one member leaves or becomes careless, and another is

led into sin and shame, and a third attends in a trifling

and irreverent spirit, and a fourth openly turns his

back upon the friend who would win him for Christ,

the heart sinks, and we feel as if we had put our hand

to work beyond our power, and we are brought to

our knees in discouragement and humiliation of spirit.

Brought to our knees. Ah I that is the safest place.

Brought to the foot of the Cross ; constrained to start

afresh, and to toil afresh, and to hope afresh, and to

love afresh, from viewing afresh that Love which

wearies not. " Therefore turn thou to thy God, and

wait on thy God continually." It is His affair ; He

will renew our strength. He knows all—our failings

in our work, our self-will, our weakness, our inconsis-

tencies ; knows all, and yet loves better than He knows.

And still the message to the Church of Philadelphia

is uttered for those who have but a little strength and

yet have not denied His name.

And in all our discouraojements, let us remember

that we have a living Word, a Kving Spirit, a living-

Saviour, and an unchangeable promise. The endeavour

must be ours, but the results are God's. And though

some among us may here see but scant fruit of their

labours, let us trust Him for the gatherinoj and the

harvest, whose voice shall in a little while sound forth

the proclamation, " Call the Labourers !

"
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We must leave it for a while,

The seed which we have sown
;

The siDriiig-tide will not smile

Until wintry months have flowTi

:

The land is not asleep

'Neath the mantle of her snows ;

And roots are striking deep

^Vhile the storm of winter blows :

When April comes to earth,

Clouds and sunshine in her sky,

The seedling will spring forth ;

We shall see it by-and-by.

We stand upon the shore

Whence the stately ships go forth

From the East to bring us store,

And full cargoes from the North
;

But years may come and go

AVhile the watchers look in vain,

Till the children murmur low,
'

' They will ne'er return again !"

And o'er the pathless sea

Their mother strains her eye,

Saying, '

' We must patient be !

They are coming by-and-by !"

The message which we sent

To call the wanderer home,

—

We wearied till it went

;

But the answer has not come.

And early in the day

And in the evening late.

Hoping still, we softly say,

" We must trust and we must wait
!'
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And at each glad New Year

We whisper with a sigh,
'

' The s^Dring will bring him here
;

We shall see him by-and-bye !"

We must work and we must wait,

With patient heart and will,

Though the harvest may be late.

Though the promise tarry still
;

Though no vessels we discern,

Bringing tidmgs to our shore

Of the wanderers' return

Through the message which they bore.

Y'et, not seeing, we believe

In a Word which cannot die ;

Our times with God we leave

;

We must wait till hy-and-hy

!

THE END.

BILUNO^ PEIXTEE, GUILDFOBD, SURBEY.
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